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'!be pre&Ef!'lt work 1a _, ettanp t to exat.1ne tn• reJ.at1one 

be'bieen Etb1op1a end Sw.p Ar Powers fa;)m 1974 tG 1978. 1be 

s t.Lidy is based on chronolog.1cel events vi tb a <11scuse1on of 

tb.e bl& tor1caJ. perspec t1ve of Etniopla 1o unravel tbe colonl

setion of fttbiopia by tbe colonial powers like Bl"l ta1n, 1 taly 

and .v~rance who were malnly responsible tor tile creation of 

tne probl«ns or F!ri treen secessionism, Greater Somalia, 0&a4tn 

d1sj.nfte bebieen ~tb1op1e end Soma11a, and toe probl8D ot sea 

o&.t ttet tor F.tb1op1a. 

Tneee probl«DS assume unu~al importance becaase Etniopla 

1& geograpblceJ.ly s1 ta..atftd in a strategic place ot tile world 

on tlle coast of Red sea ttuougb which oil passes trom Arab 

wo rl<l 1D tbe wee tern world. 

so, tile present work is to underline tb.e chft'tge ot 

a tt11l.tde ot tne two ss.per powers 1D Er1 trean secesaton p lb bl em 

end d1spu te over tne Ogaden Region or Rtn1op1 e. In •eilt:ctc tll1s 

endeavour, we nave analysed tb.e problan& b1stor1cell)', taking 

in to cons1dttrat1on various po1n tor views. u tnos t care has 

been taken t,o.. maintain academic obJec tt v1 ty in ev$la..et.tns and 

enelys1ng . tbe 1s8\l es. 

Tbe s \.ldy is besed., mainly, on secondary sources because 

very 11 ttle materiels trom p r1mary sources are av&J.leble. 

Secondary sources include clippings bo tl1 ot Indian e,d foreign 

rtewapepers an4 Journals. 
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'lbe f1 rs t chapter g1 ves a b1 s to r1 eel p ersp ec tl ve or the 

p-roblEUls tbat ~tbiop1a is facing in order to give a eorrect pers

P ec tive of t!:tb.iopia• s relations w1 tb super po"Wers. 

Tne second chapter de8ls w1 tb tbe mle or super powers 1n 

F.tb1op1e &iring 1950·1973 period to give tile background ot the 

mle ot super powers in E tn1op1a. 

Tne tn1a-4 chapter deals w1 til tb.e cnenge ot a ttl tude ot super 

powers tolliards ~r1 treans especially after 1974 Rtb1op1an Revolw tlon. 

The fou rtb chapter deals with the a tt11kde or super powers 

1Dwarda tile Ogaden region leading to a war in 197?. 

Tne fit tb. cnep ter deals with some maJor conclusions. 

It is only bet1 tt1ng tnat I should express my sincerest 

gratlt..de to my awpervisor, Dr. V1Jay G.ipte, Associate Professor, 

;;entre tor 1t. est Asian Md Atr1 can s twci1es, tor tile valuable gw1dance 

and an cou rag an en t tt1a t enabled me complete tile work. I tal 8l so 

grateful to Mr. M.a. Rso, for uis valuable advice. i~Md finally, 

I wo~ld like to thank Mrs. hneli tor typing ow t tile manuscripts end 

tbe final work 1!1 tne snort span of time and also to Mr. Metnew 

tor his help and cooperation in completing tb.1s work. 

Any sb:>rtcom1ngs wn1ch mey have oetl'l there 1nsp1te of my 

best efforts ere en t1rely mine. 

(P RADI? KUMAR .MISHRA) 
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IN TROIA-~ TIOti 

In this d1ssertat1·on, ve are dealing wi tb. tue plbblems 

originating w1 tu tue 1n teract1on and relaU.onsb1p between 

844per powers snd EtiUop1a. ln orde.r to understand tile inter

act1on an4 relationabip we nave to go in tQ tne bistorv or tile 

9'! tire Born. 1be problens of the nom bave tue1r bss1s in 

tne Ewropean colonial eJrpenslon and rlvalry, in the ~n>pean 

and Un1 ted States 1ntereata 1n tile Red Sea. In ,ract1c8l tertns 
( 

the maJor disp~ te ls: wnetner Er1 tree and Ogaden are parts 

of EttUo€ia q.;; Cgaden is part or Somalia and Er1 treat an inde

pendent anUty. We will go into tne ll1stor1cal events wtlicb 

led to tile deve.topmen t or Etb1op1a as a nation composed ot 

var1ou s etnn 1c gl'O"P s, w1 tn tuei r own 1\il ers end terri to r1 es. 

T.ns.s also llappens 1D oe tne per1od wn~ E~ropea'l powers started 

encroacbin& 1n1X> tne Horn as a part ot tne1r wrldw1de drive 

to ext4trld tne1r colonial boundaries into As1a ~d Africa. 

\oJ e in tertcl to e;r.8111n e Qll available n1s to rlc a1. ree» rd s 

regarding tue claims or varlows contf!!"tders on terri tor1es. 

'lbe sea reb for b1s tori cal tl\i ttl will also reve~U tne 

ca.ses of tile presen t.4a¥ conflicts, llit\1cb are me.1nly concezn

tratec on tile following 1sswesa Ogaden; Eritrea; passage 

to sea, 1. e. ~tt~.1op1a' s rignts over llassawa and Assab, and 

tne coastline ot tne !led !:iea 1ncl.wd1ng tbe Da~a&t islands. 
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The hom of /,f rica consists ot Somalia, Rtb.1op1a end 

DJ1boL.& t1. Etbiop1a lies between 3°.end J.g0 ~1 1at1 t\4de and 

between 33ll and 48° R long1 twde. ~~ tb '"'"den on 1 ts west, 

Kenye 1n tile s<>iot til, Dj1bow t1 ~d ..;~omeJ.ia in tbe east and. north

east, 1 t bas a 11000 Jsm long Red .;iiea coastline. 

Oeogrepb.1c8lly, it toucbes *eat Asia and tue Indian 

Ocean, flanks tile o1l-r1cb states of Arabie, controls the 

Bab e1 Man.deb stra1 ts, dominates a part of tile Gulf of Aden 

end Bed Sea. Tb\.is Etb1op1a 1s strategically important. "All 

s .. -. Canal trarta.c to end trom Indian Ocean must pass tbe 

narmw strait o1' sao el Mandeb between DJ1bo"' t1 a"Jd two Y~ens. 

Swp er tanker traffic needing tor African sow tilern tip rides 

ott Jomal1 coast. Wboever controls tn1s area Q)n ttnls tile 
l 

oil flow to \.\estell') world." 

Ttte .folloW11'lg factors nave presen tl.y drawn intern a.. 

tlon 9l. at ten t1on tD tne bo m: so c1o-poll ti eel ctu.n g es in 

Et&l1op1e s1nce 1974, Somalian claims to Etb.1op1an terri tJr1es, 

secessionist mov•en t by Er1 treens, opening to tba sea tor 

&tn1op1a leading to dependence on tne raUwa¥ line passing 

tilro.,.,n II J 1bot.. t1, 1mpo rten ce of .Red SAa as an 1n tern a t1on 8l 

sea.. rout~ be tween Asia E.tld F"' l'Qpe. 

1. ct. Peter scnwao, *Cola V:ar on tiorn or Africa" 1 
{:tricmJ Atfai{'·• vol. 77, no. 306, J .anuar, 19?8, pp. 7-8. 
C.."'oted rrom ay V1ckor, "Nortb Yemen Becomes One of tbe 
P 190 tal N a t1on s in tbS 'Ea s t-W es t Til tt' , ,!pe v-· !J..). .s ~rj.!J.: 
igu mal (ll ew Yo rk) , June 1977. 
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In order to ~Anderstand tbe above factors it is necessary 

it) d1sa.ss tne n1s1r>r1cal baek.&a>und ot Btbiopia end tlle genesis 

ot W.e problems facing tna t co&.n try. 

91. s ter1cel. pas;i,g l'Q.YDj 

lila to r!ca~ly, tne bo 1'l'l erui Etru.op1a cane 1n to p rom1nence 

Wilen tbe Ieneni S«nites invaded tne area betore the Cnr1st1m 
2 

era. Tiley toundeci tne K.in&ciau of A».~m anc:l extended tlie1r 

~e up tD ~den and tile pre sen t-<1a7 Kenp. The region was 

astride tlle .sea end land aNtes 11nk1ng Eastern l(editerrt:lle~, 

West Asia and Res tent Atrica w1 tb tne t11r1v1ns markets ot 

lnd1a and tne East. 1.b.ls silows the geogre;Jh1cal., uoma.erc1al 

end stra1'1!g1c 1mport£nce or Btbiop1a. By A.D. 50, A.ll.im 

flourished as tbe seat of today' s Etb1opta. Axo*"nd A.D. 400, 

tne King 'Rxaua of A.xurn {Etil1op1a) accepted Cllrist1en1 ty as 

one o t tbe state relig1o!'l s. 

At ter tile 1s.1em1c K1n&dQD ·was es teoltsned in tile seven tb 

c en tu ry A.D. • in tile Arab pen 1n sul a, in tr~a tons 1rt to tile iio 1t1 

and Eth1op1a cane from acl'Oss tile Bed See ena £rom tbe north 

by toe F.gJP t1ans. Fri.Q tne ten tb to tne f1ftgen til c:en bu~tes, 

MksllmS tmm tbe Arabian pen1ns .. la end Cilrst1ans tmm the 

Rtb1op1an K1n&dom battJ.ed. tor control or the Wtl:>le or the liorn 

area a"td tbe Etbiop1e tor its coilllll&I"e1al end strategic 

importance. 

In tbe earl)' s1xteentb. cent'Alr7, Rtbiopia cons1.sted of 

ditte.ren t cloma1ns gov~med by local cbieftains (rases) or 

2. 
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JWlers wilO ware nominally oependent on tne neg\!! or cent&l 
3 ' 

a.ta>r1ty. 'lb1s.Was loose eomb1nation and in most eases 

tbe raseJ ref~sed to obey tne pegw.J.. 

Tnis type of loose a. ttor1 t.v at tne oen tre led tb 

1n t,ornec1ne s tr .. ggle anong tile loc8l lords El'ld between tnem 

End tne J'.l.!.b.!• tsesides, ttle Etiliop1ans v;ere cons ten. tl;y at 

war w1tn the 1\ilers ot toe i~rab1en peninsLU.a fl\)m tne l4tn 

i: en tA. r, 1x) tne w i<i-15 th o en fA. ry. T.tds wer bee ane more t~ l'lous 

1n tne 16 til cen tkry, when tile Moslan lbe1kildoms in alliance 

w1 tn a a tmna 0 ttuma1. inpire pl~n«l to colonize "Cilris tiEn• 

EtiUopla wi tn "Moslen" Somalis. Simul tsn«n.lS17 tile numeri

cally S&.tperior pagan Hani tic tribes or Wtalop1a Q'!d tue 

adJaoen t regions rose in revolt end tne Galla tribes of 

F.tn1op1a had to tigbt on several tron ts simwl teneously. '!be 

Etb1op1an rider" were fore~ to seek a at":mg ally and bad ·t;, 

admit tile Port\iguese 1n to ttle CO\l!'ltl'¥ as they offered belp 

against tbe MLlsl1m invasions. 

(a) f.Q.f~ !I! In tD+Si9D 

'lb.e Po rt..gwese came to 1\tnJop1a et tne end or tne 15.~ 

cen i'A.\r;y a~d perswaded 1 ts n.lers to send. a epecit:\1. mission ·to 

PortMgal tor a m111 tary alliance aga1na t tne M14Slials. Tbe 

Etb1o~1an m1ss1on. wW.cb 1ert in 1507 reached Port..gal. 1n 1613 

and 1n 1520 a Portl..gueae m1ss1on caae to ~UU.Opia. ilfl 8ll1ence 

3. ln Etn1op1a tne central au tnor1 ty was called •neg ... s' end 
tb.e regional or local 1\llers 'Were called • rases•. 
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was concl"ded and after staying tor five years in Ettl1opia 

tne Po.r._.g"ese enissary re1i.rned to br1ng aid from Portwgal 

1b twltil the agreement. Tne main aim of tile ?or1a.ag\iese 

m1ss1on end tbe concl\t&1on of treaty between RU:l1op1a and 

Porb.igal. wa.s to pro teet Rtn1op1a atd Po rtug&.eae trcm foreign 

attac~s. From 1526 onwards Rtil1op1a beccce a target or ettacks 

by tne alllance of GeUa tr1oes end Moslem tribes (chiefly 

tile SomaliS) wn1cn was led by Ab!ied- oin-I brab1m (GrB!'tye) and 

,.;rdcn was backed bf l!:g;yp t S."id :& r&.ey. In spite of belt) 1c 

e.t'torts by tile Rtnloplan !.,egyJ (i.av1d III, lSOa-40), be 
4 

~ftered con t1nuous defeat at the bends of this .all1a:~ce. 

David's son ClaucliL.ts swcceedeci in detesting Granye in 

1542. a. t tb.e war did not s tnp; 1 t eon t1nu eel in to tne reign 

of tne succeeding ll~fSt Menas (1559-63) and Seretse-Dengel 
5 

(1563-95). 

Po rtt.tgu ese J eSLl1 t p r1es ts wllo had bean coming fD. 

Etb1op1a since 1554 greatly 1nULoenced the Negup or central 

:1\ilers ot Etb1op1a. One or tnese Por'b..gi.iese priests naned 

Paez convertad ~e&w.! S1sain1us ( 1607-32) 1n to tne Roman. fa1 tb. 

Vas1lid ( 1632-65) • b1s son, eowld not tolerate tbls PortQg4ese 

infl-..ence and wl Umately compelled nis tatner to restore tbe 
6 

ortboeox religion- ana to abdicate tne crown. VasUid e.xpe-

llea tne ~ort.ag.,.ese. tile Oalla rebellion was sternly p~ t 

down 1n 1683-a4 and they sld'tered. heavy losses. Arter tbat 

tne nomadic G~la people started settling down in Etb1op1s 
4. 'RICi:terCi Gray, ed., Tile Cpb:t;&d&e !j!s_tog 2.t_Atr1s.g 

( c a~ uridg e vn 1 vers1 ty Press, \ ll\ "? f>) , wl. 4, p. 637. 

5. 1 bid. t p. 645. 

6. I b1a., P• 548. 
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tmm tlltt l?tn cen 1l.&ry end towaru:s tbe end of tng cen tul'y tney 

s~rted adopting tne egrartm m~ttiOds of tb.e .tC'lhara peoplA 

$1d were absorbed it1 tne Rtn.J.oplan t~edal sys tan. 

(b) ~iDI 2L ra.e.fr.JD~D 
After tne e,~pwls1on or tll9 Portug'*~se tu.e next serto\.is 

errort to An V!r Etnlopia was made by tne f''rencn at t.L.e end of 

tne 17 t.b. cen tM ry bben a lf'l'eneil pllys1c1an naned ?oncet cane 

fr<G Cairo in 1699 to cwre S9g"'s Yasw I. After some year& 

eoo trter .trench man naned Dt.t Boul -was sen. t 1D Etb1op1a on a 

d1plomat1c mission: w t ne was lUlled 1n sennar by some ~!'1known 

person. 

In the mid-18 ttl cen 1'£4 ry an att&-.np t tJy Jt'renct;,. monks to 

enter 'Stb1op1a \las fo1le4 by Neg"'s Iaeu II. ln 1843, a Frt!'lct' 

«nissary &enet 4' her1court, woo cane on a seD1off1cial 

mission negotiated sn eg:r~ement w1 tn ~ttl1op1e. pl'Otn1s1ng i''rencb 

m111 taJ.y assistance ag'e1ns t M"slims invaders tl'Om Somali 

region and foreigners and protection of tile privileges of 
7 

French mere nan ts 1n Sto a. 

< c > ill:& st ,n Rn ta 
In 1769 a Sco taman Janes .Bn.ce -was aen t 1D Etniopia by 

tue Br1 t1sil govemmen t. his ilook. "Travels to Discover tile 

5ot.rce ot the ~:ue• \1/&S tne first to give tne &. rope a clear 
8 

a·ui pft)per pic tw re of EUUopie, ner peoples and her llistl.>ty. 
a.-Eukenn•a·---

7. Jotn .fol1nt, ea., ..'fBe.CJm.Q.r&ose !fls!Qrx gf .A.t.f1p,p, vol.5, 
PP• 68-69. &t the .to'rencn govemment denied tne validity 
ot Rocilet•s agre~ent with Etn1op1a. 

s. see Harry A. GaUey, 1:1Ltorx ,2{ "·&~s:e tmm ~ 
fE!men t (New York, 1972}, p. 103. 
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ln preparation or an invasion of ~tn1op1a, explorers 

Bnd «n1ssar1~S Of Rw.1"0p981l S ta t~S Dl Bi'll]f f1tlm ilri ta1n ( :.>61 t 

1rt laOS ~d l809), Gel\Dmy (il.pt~el 1" l.B33, Kr~f 1n ld34-42), 

Fre,ce (fbchetd, bericovrt, tiobat t?tc.) and Italy (lta1.1en 

mission to snoa 1n ld46) started en taring f.!tniovia tor a 
9 

tootbold tor tnelr respective cowntr1es. Tney antnred Etblo-

p:l.a on the plea of exploring tnq country. 

Treaty witn_ Gre.@l..Bri taiD. 

In tue 1840s .dr.i taJ.n end France opened t£.~.g1r con&.ilates 

at l-1 assawa ana nego t1atad tueir first treaties w1 tu tb.e ~tn1o
l0 . 

pian r...lers. TiJ.9 v.1s1 t of .;apta1n 'fi.C. harris le&aing an 

oi1'1c1al ~r1 tJ.su mission to ~ante ~elassie resa.tl too in e 

treaty or rre1nclsbip md C:Qi:UU91'C9 between Sooa and Great 

.Cr1 ta1n on 16 lllovember 11S4l. For ~aill.e .;ielassie tile trerjty 

was s1gn1.f1cant tor acq..1r1ng anaunit1on as,ainst tne enemies 

and tbe .uri tish were at.111ng at o~en1ng ""~ new markets ro r 
Indl an trade end tor o bs tn.c ting tne en try of Fren cb 1n to 

In 1849 a seao!la treety was concl"ded ts tween All ~a 

l>• alter ?lowden, tne sri tish co1'lswl to tne 'E'.mpezor of 
ll 

Abyssinia. ilri ta1n pledged "tD sec1.4re tnq av~ues tJt 
12 

approacn betwixt tne ~ga ~oas t &ld J .. oyss1"1a". 

9. See n. ~, p. 211. 

10. l hid. 

11. ~ee n. cs, p. 105. 

Tile treaty 
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recognized tt!tb1op1Bn independence ana eam1 tted tbat tile com~er

c18l relations ,.1 tb tile country sbould b9 tree fiO.ll foreign 

1n terterence 1n dQDes t1c affairs. 

In :WOS clri Usn ~ns"l ilowden &SS\lreci 1heodore, 

Fmpesnr ot Ethiopia, that tne port or M assswa end tne Red 

~ea wo&.~ld be restored to Etn1op1a. a. t later on tnia assu

rance was not k.ep t beca.ase ot tne advance of Russ.1e 1D\\ards 

'll.&Zkey. At tnet time an ta1n 1tras in desperate need of Rgypt1an 

&!lei 1lirk1sb cotton tor tne Lanca.sn1re mUla not onl7 because 

ot 1 ts hig.r.~. Q.tal1 ty, w t becaa.se of an t1c1pated s tDppage of 

SLipply Of kner1cat cotton. The &oil ten ot 'L11te7 -was pera.adea 

by Bri ta1n to trfl'tsrer tile pert of M assawa 1D Egypt tor seC\.1-

I'in& promotion of trsdtJ in tu.e Red Sea area favo"'rable to ar1 tain. 

"lheodore reaJ.1sod tb.a t owe to tbe weakness of tne 

feudal lords F.tb1op1e 1110...ld en tail the weakening of econom7 

of the co\lntry an4 t.tereby prevent it fl'Om tao1ng t.tle :foreign 
. 13 
1n truslon properly. ln l856 be proclalmed bilnselt tne negus 

ot 141 'Etb1opia. He wqn ted modern eqvipmen tot 'War a"ld 1\lro

P een 1n s tn.e tors atd tt~erero re was 1n teres ted in e co:nmarc1 a1. 

treaty wi tn .dri tain. 

1na F...,.l'Opean powers b&ca:1e active 1n tbe second halt 

ot tne e1 x. ties, viJen tile eons tn..o tlon ot tne Suez can a1 was 

nearing completion and, as a result, tile ilin terl~d ot tile 

Rea Sea ~ast becEme s1gn1t1cEn t ror tn•. 
13. See n. 2, P• 271. 
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(d) t:"~"mon aeu 
Tile 1-"'rencb bed established themselves in Obock 1n 

1862 to "se 1 t as a coal1~g station tor tbe1r ships ft'l I'Ol.l te 

to t.ne1r own possession in Indo-\,;tdna, t:nd ln 1865 tbe 

Kiled1ve, tne 1\Aler of Egypt, negotiated tbe cession of 

ttaasm~a to Egypt. i'l'Om tnese bases tne Frencn ana E'.gyp Usn 

consular egan ts were tr.vlng to eg t a .foo tllold in Etb1op1e. 

'lt;.eodore tr1eo to un1 te all tne tr1bes end create a 

strong central. so verna. en t wi tb bimselt a.£:. tue c.tliet of cbiefs. 

~ tar tne centre of power bed sb1.fted with tile stJ:ongest 

ctl1ef, t.ue new scneme cowld mean preponderance or 'lbeodore• s 

p6>ple. Tne r&.&lers or Si'loa, Tigre and Ambara deserted 

Tlleodore and ne was in e tlgnt comer. At tne 1nst1gat1on or 

tb.e ~ropean powers wt¥:> liere L&nhapPJ at tne growing strengtb 

of Theodore tnese l\llers rebelled ege1ns t nim. ln ».i6~ tbe 

Erit1sb sent an e;xped1tt.oner.y force wnder S1r Bobt:~rt !{ap1er. 

he d.eteatsd Tneodo:re 1n tbe battle of Arogt.. -w1 til tile belp of 

tile ruler ot Tigh. Theodore committed &'«1c1de. N &pier tben 

stoDned K agdala end releasi.Ki tl'.te cb1e:ra from prison. 'Tale 

SboWed tnat R,tn1op1a haO already beeorne a cockpit o:r r1v&lry ot 

European powers 1n Africa and also tne lac-K of *4n1 t,y ano?tg 

Ule local r...lers of Stoe, Tigre, Ambara and Etb1op1a. 

Q!61WJ1ng ot l1'61m In tr&&~.aJ 
.tl.fter tile opening ot tne s.t.ez Canal 1n ld69 tn.e 

I talien I\4batttno stea:nstap Camp my 8Ciit.i11'9o some possessions 

on tne Red Sea 11 ttDral in the env1mns of ttle DaJ' of Assab 
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end in Eritrea 1n en atte:np t to increase I t&ly•s share ot tile 

Red Sea trade. 'lb.e opening of tne Suez canal increased the 

si&!l1f1cance or Frertch oase at Obook and tbe ar1 tish station 

at iwien. \\1 tnin Ethiopia me stn.6gle for tbe tlu:one among 

tne .few.dal cniettains of Etlliop1a endea in tile v1ctoz:y of tile 

ft4ler ot Tigre pl'Ovince ltesai agalns t .Menel1k•/ tue cru.et or 

~b.) a. In J an~ary Ja72, tne 1\iler of Tigre oecaAe tb.e neg.,.s 

ot all Etil1op1a '-lnder tile name o.f Johannes IV ( 1872-.1889) or 
14 

Jo~ II. 

~bannes IV ned become en~JOr with tile Br1t1sb 

swpport, bw t Italy, &.~nbappy w1 ta tile developments, instigated. 

Menelek of Sios to t1gbt against Job8!"ines. Meartwbile in 

excnange tor .Sri ti,sb swppo rt Johannes gran ted ar1 tain cone e. 

ss1on~ rorplantatlons or cotton, .indigo end coffee • .Britain 

111as no-t set1sf1ea w1 til tne concessions Q!'ld ins teed, concentrated 

her efforts on upsetting not only the cslc&.ala t1ons of France 

and I tely to con tml 'Hiliopla wt also tile pltns of Jonann.es 

for obtaining a sea ow tl,et tor Rtb1op1e. Sile schemed tD 

occupy Btt.1op1a and w1t1l tnis aim made "se ot 'Rgyp tisn n.lers. 

Instigated bJ Br1 ta1n, Ule Khecuve Ismeil 1 tbe n.ler of Egypt 

le&incned two military canpa1gns against Rtll1op1a (.la76-76). 

In one of tne canpaigns, an America\ General, ~Ulif.ID w. 
Loring, invaded Rtniopia on bebalf of Rgyp t 1n .1876 b.. t was 

repLtlsed by Johtl'lnes at Gl.ira. After tl.l1s Britain tried tD 

14. he nas been described as Joiln II in some books. 
see GaUey, n. 8, P• JD7. 
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plot diplomatic 1rt trigw'!s aga1,.,s t me negus or Btniop1e. l"'l 
\ ~s \.:\ Ci ~ \:-Q.o\ 

tnis C0l'""toot1on in 1877 ~d 1679 tneii.uea1ve"oy z.>ritai~, sent 

two ca:npaigns lt?d by Gen. ~tuar~es against Stu1op1a. B~.o t t£jey 

railed in d~f~at1ng Etu1op1a. 'Uu..s "'nunr Johannes IV, II the 

i\.1ngdom was s •. d.ij~ted tD increasing presswra 1'mlii thrf:lG dift'er~ t 

bi.. t closely in terconnec tad sow rees - Rgyp t, 'F,u ropeans along 
lS 

tel~ Red ;;;aa and tne ~4anu1sts in tne Swaan•. 

lrl l.G79 tue I tali·~ goveft}mant took over the &.bbattino 

...;omp~y &nd d~lared its possession of f·ssao as I tall en terrl

tD ry. ,;.)r1 tain .uad eno tner setoec.k. S~o~dan' s vic 1D ry 1n tne 

t~ a~ is t mo v gn en t in lzsd l an o eJCp4.l sion of' tua F.gytl t1 an s end 

.or1t1sh orowgbt dremauc cnr.m,es in favo"'r of ~tb1op1a. .or1ta1"l 

cbanged ne.r plans fl'Om occwpying et:•.iopia to secwring a bold 

over the Ess t~m S...dan tb com oat '~ alldlsai. Br1 ta1n en co&. raged 

1. taJ.1an penetration in to the 'nortu-east coast of Africa end 

1"! 1D f:tniopi.a 8Af>el: ti"!g to cbeck French in tl\tsion in to ~tb1op1a 

~d Sudan 9.'1d in tile prcc ess tx> weaken 1 taly in 1 ts cortflic t 

wl tb T\th1op1a. In l&o3, l taly managed to get its c:onctw"sts 

ot' tbn Reo Sga coast recognised by uri t&in and establ1sb.ed 1 ts 

colony 1!! !':ri trea. 1!'1 l8ci2, f!!gyp t again attaciled ;::tb.1op1e and 

occ"'pied tlle territories of Massa'llla, h.eren and t.errar wn1ct1 

were &l.1gn9d w1 tn ~dan. 

Uw t, f'gyp t t1ad 1b w1 tbu r&* f I'Qm tne i.\. eren, i~ as sew a 

and usrrar, dwe to its 1nau1l1ty to meet 1ts debts, ana bus 

rac111 tated silr'ting of an agreement in 1884 bebweEP) lfmp~ror 

lS. Ibid. 



lZ -

Jollam,es IV ana Sir ne-wett, tne nead of tiie Bri ti.sh mission, 

wh1cn tomel1sed ~tiliop1a's right to use Massawe and in retwm 
16 

Jobmnes as~reti belp to ori ta1n to fight tt&e Mebdi. rlri tain 

f"' rt:£'ler promised Egyp t1an wi ti•drawaJ. tmm ·Ethiopian terri torles 

and free trensi t for "9!tb1op1an goods ti1rougb Massawa a•~o.nder 

Br1 t1 sn p ro tee tiontt • 

In Febl\lary l8b5 an I taJ.ien e~ed1 Uon led by Admiral 

v&1l'tt11 cap twred tt.~.e port or M assB'IIIa wnlcn denied Etil1op1a an 

ow tJ.et to tti.e ses. Tnis aetlon iias 1n violation of the treaty 
1? 

s16-ned 1n l8a4 beblleen dr1 ta1n and Etn1op1a. a. t instead of 

swpporting Etn1op1a Britain openly swpported tne l taJ.iar, movel'll'ht 

mo t1 ve oe1ng c-.. rbln& tbe French in tl\.i s1on in tn h.frie a ar"ld baving 

a t'evowrable balance o1' trade t'or .dr1 tain i11 Africa. however, 

Johannes ann1b1lated tne I teli~s in 1887 in ti.le battle or 
lB 

Vogali. 

;. t tile end .of :was, Italy swpported tile revolt or 
~ 

Johannes• s principal rival Menelek, trte King or S.boa.lh 1889 

Joh3!'!nes was persuaded by ar1 ta1n to maren against to.~ Mendists 

0.. t be was defeated 1n tue oattle of Meten;nQ... anu was k.illed. 

(a) Treat:~ ot J.!ssa§ll!! 

tin tne deatb or Jollann~s. :~a,elek. St.l;>il()rteti by tilg 

I tal1ans becaue tile negt.as of all ~tn1op1a in .1889. i:k.t t .<-le-t eltii 

lG. sae n. 12. i~lso. see Gail~y, n.d, P• 109. 

17. ~ee tiaU~y, n.o, P• 109. Also see r: • .:iylv1a ?!Wlkn&.rst and 
h1cnaro K.i:'. ?anlf.Wrst, 1ltb~i)1& !'}d Er1m.!£. j!le_!di'§~~sse 
QLt!!!_ Rmen ion A tJ.M 6&1.!! ( ~ .. aJ. tn8n)S tow i! ress L ta. v rea t .ori ta1T:\, 
P• 201. 

lb. Jee in uai.ley, n.o, PP• 103-10. 
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Italian occupatio'! ot' Massewa ana by 1mpl1cat1on tn~1r anb1 tiona 

1~ tne 1'1 t"r1or. '1111& \liS& tn~ price ne t~.ed to pay i'or l tali an 

SLot)port tD bi'!!COme ttu~ negA. s. '!be 1 WiB!'! to reign m1!'l1S tAr 

-.=ris;;i interpreted Article 17 of tne 'Treaty as giving Italy 

a protectorate over ~trdop1e. ibe I t&lian v~rsion anphastsed 

tnet tne F.tn1op1en foreign policy shall be condLicted b7 tile 

Italian &Ovemmen t wnUe tbe .Nuns ric text stated tuat tile 

e.nperior m1.g&J. t avail bimself ot tile services of I ta.ly. '.lbe 

1 talians star teo occ'-lpting Etaiopian tern tory beyond tne 

tx~&.nO.ar1es fixed 1n tbe 'l'reat.v. 

~nan in 1890 1 ta~y proclaimed Btb1op1e as an l tal 1m 

protectorate (and Eritrea as an I tel1Bn colony. M9'lelek reil"-· 

d1ated tne claim Et'ld sent pl'Otest notes to F.&.tropean powers 

against tb1s tligunenaec:ln ess ot· I tal.y. Instead of helping 

li!tn1op1a, tuese powers cane to sn t.~nderstanding anong tnemselves. 

l taly recognised on ld91 ~d 1892 Br1 Usn supremacy over ~gyp t 

a-1d tt"e .,.~"'dan and in rew m Br1 tain r.ecog11isec! I tal. ian occupa

Uon of ~r1 tree and a great part of tile areas ot Somali 

speaK.i,g people as I tel1an colonies and 'E:tn1opia as an I tali~ 
l9 

prot~ turate. 

In J~.~ne 1094, despite Italian threat, .ol~~lek conal"'ded 

11ritt. a 1-'reneb company a contract on concessions tor bw;1lcling & 

.19. s~e n. 12. p. 40, wnere r enl.d:L rat ow ri tea: '*:me I tali an 
version of Article AVll made itt obl1ge1Dry tor ti1e ~peror 
to condt.tc t all liis transac t1ons w1 tn o mer powers 1n ltlwgn 
tne I tal1an Government. On tnis gl\)und the I tali_.,s 
declared tney bad es tabl1St4ed a pro tee to rate over ~ ttl1,op1a 

ana were en t1 tled to take co'l trol or Btb.1op1en af.fa1 rs. 
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railway 11~4 betw~ .Uj1bolA U ~d barrar 8ld lay1!"lg a tele

grapil line. 

'bwams tbe ~d of 1894 &..e to a "seriAs of t.tp risings 

against I ta11En a. tnor1 ty 1n ~ri treatt, to.e l tal1at army proceeded 

towards me T.lgre prov1nc~ of ~tidopis. 'lhey ned received tac1 t 
4 

dr1 tisn approval for this aggression. l'l Septanoer 1895 Me!'\el*' 

1ssweu a m~1festo against tile I tel.1an occupat1on of Tigrq atd 

united all tile rases tD f'ignt against I telian aggression. In 
• 

. Decanber 1895 11 enel(fk 1ntlic ted a sel'lous detest on tne Italians 

at .t<nba /\lagi. ln J snwar.v JB96 the I tal1sn garrison at ~: ake.le 

tort 'Was defeated. li'rom Feorwar,y .1B96 to i-iay .w96 tlH~ war 
I 

cont1n~ed f.\"'d ~ltimately at tile cattLe or Adowa, •4}enel'k Cl\ISlH:!d 

me l taliq"J BlUly and in October JS96 tbe treaty of Addis Abaoa 

(b) j'rpaa_et,AdQis Apaba_ 

'lll1 s tree ty reiterated tile p rov 1 s1on s. o£ tne Treaty of 

t.cc1all1 bw t cont'i~tned tue 1 tal18!1 poesess1on of Erl trl!!a 

1nCl~.tdi!'lg tile area "'P to tue ~-tareb River wmc:n tne I taliens 

ned occupied at tne oeg1nnin5 or tne c~pa1gn under th£'5 exe~se 

ot addi t1onal aonven t1on. 1 taly recognised ~Ul1op1a as an 

1rHiependen t sovereign state. 

' In 1097 A er)eltk s1gt'H~d . treaties wi tn ot1 tain f~d 

l'·rance. 'fuey .reco~-n1sed 1,';;taiopia's rignt to 1ne province of 

ilarrar. '.Iha .region bo roer1ng SOmalUand Whi.cil ned been in 

Bri tisn possession was restored 1D T'!tniopie. v.1 til l.•rf!t'lcb help, 

;~. Grlel ek toojs. possession ot ft!tr&1op1a • s \lies tem and SOLi tn.-was tern 

bO"ndaries of (;gadert, Kafa, 'll1nirra, '""ssa, etc. ( 1897-3900). 
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In ld88, a R.ssien mission wnder lls1l1nov cane tD oetriend 

Rtu1op1an co- r"lig1on1sts. 1 ts real 1n te, t1on was to nave a 

Bwss1an colony o~ tne Red Jea coast, ti.t t tllA ct1ss1on cam~ in to 

m1l1 tary contlic t -w1 til the li'rfnCll bee~ se Asninov was trying 

to accompl1Sil th~ ili1Ss1on by s~tti.ng o-.. t ttom a port near 

t-re-tcti ;>ossessions ot' Ooock.. ln 1895 md ld96 ~oasei~s w~re 

emua.,gea oetween ~tuiopia end a.ss1a. In JB96-98 P.,.ss1e 

.fuu5u t 1n campaigns in fc::rvo ... r of E tn1op.1a beca.se l1toissia ltlan ted 

to navo friendly relations -witn Rt.G1opia c..-nd so neJ.ped F.tn1op1a 

ano s1ded wi tn & renc11 against .dr1 t&in and I Wy wuen l'·rence 

· .OeJ.ped Rtn1op1a. In tlds perioa, i-...ssia a1so mail"t t&ined a Red 

~ross mspi tal 1n F.tniop\ia. 

• 
t-le811Wtl1le 1~eneleit tell ill. !A.ie to nis illness, .dr1ta1n, 

tirance and 1 tal.y apprebertded 1nstab111 ty in ~tniop1a, and con

clwded tue Tr1part1 te -Treaty 1n 1906 wr.d..Cli. divided ;:tn1opia 

1nto spberes of 1ntl"9f.lce, asa..r1ng m\\tw.al protoot1on of eacn 

o tbel'• s apner9s, Br~d pledged for a jo1n t m111 tary ellped1 tJ.on 

in r._ b.. re AVfJ'l tw al1 ty. .Uri tain • s spnere included tnflt area 

a1':)4.tnd .Lal£e Ts~a ~d tne tlead'Maters ot· tne rll~e Nile. 1 taly's 

area was s tretcilln6 flbm Rri trea to Sowal1land. 'lhe F'rencil 

spnere was recoi"1sed over the erea travarsed by tne rail\ilay 

t'DJm Audis i~uaoa to LjibOu. t1. 
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~rlp .~ar l_arJJLAtte.r,_ 

After \liorla war 1 wnen 1n 1919 tne "Victor Powers" 

began to n$60 t1a te aistritN t1on ot tb.e wer spoils. I tely p 10- , 

posed to ar1 ta1n tt1e division ot· Etn1op1a into S't>beres ·of 

influence 1n order to llle&ken F:tb1op1a and Fratce wbicb nec:l .jws t 

coaipleted tlle constrwct1on of tue Aduis Auaba •• :Dj1b0\.i t1 railway. 
2) 

1 tal,y' s aim was to dQil1nate end cep t&..re 'Rtn1op1e. 1Jhat 1s 

wny 1. t tried to create among tne Etniopian local n.lers like 

L1J Yasu aotci lies Sei'oilll, tile Governor of Tigre ~ mvince, a sense 

ot rebellion ag81nst tile central government of Etn1op1a, by 

giving m111 tary help 1:0 tt:ose local n.lers so tbat Rtn1op1en 

un1 ty can be broken end 1 t can be cap t.tred by 1 taly. So, w1 tb 

I tal. ian financial b!!lp, :!asw end Rae Seyum revolted against 

the centre]. governmen.t of Etru.op1a in 1920. But in 1921, Ras 

'1'at'arJ. 1 toe Central. &oiler. defeated Yasu and w1 tb Se)'L'm' s help 

captured Yea.. 

In sp1 te or oppos1 t1on taom Br1 tain end Italy, Rtil1op1a 

vas finally admitted to tile Le&gl.te of Nations 1n l923 wltb tne 

nelp ot France. Bri te1n ana I tely opposed F.Ul1op1a• s admission 

in to tbe Leag"e as tbey b.ad claims on ~tn1op1an terri tory ana 

&.~port to ttle admission proposal WOt.tld nave weakened ttleir 

t43rri to rial claims in R1hiopia. 

ln 1925 Br1 tain sow gh t tD rev1 ve tile Trip art1 te !rea ty 

by asking ro r I talt' s swppo rt to 1 ts p JOjea t of wilding a dan 

on fl•e Bl-..e Nile below Lake Tsena. Tb.ls proposal was reJee ted 

-------
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by Etuiop1a because 1 t enc 10aoned O!t Etuiop1an sovereignty. 

ln tue sW"ie y~ur ari ta1n concl~.tded an agreement wi tu I taJ.y 

recognising spn.eres o.f in t~rest 1n Etn1op1& tbereby giving 

consent to l t&J.1an oc~t.tpation ot a considerable portt.on of 

iltb1op1sn terri to.ry md £or "obtaining fmw the Abyssinian 

government a concession tD constn.ct and run a railWay f1\>ra 
21 

tl•e !l'On tier of F.r1 trea to tue tron t1er or 1 tal1an Som.el.Uatdft. 

4 a} Tre!j:.f lA!l!! I..,taJ,y_ 

At tilis jwnc tw re, as a d1plom&t1c move, Italy proposed 

111 1928 a treaty w1 tu F:tniopia wnici' was signed at Addis Abaoe 

enpnes1s1ng con t1nual peace and pe~pet.al rr1endsb1p between 

1 tel.y and E til1op1a, esswring p 1l) tee t1on of eacn o tber' s 1nde

·pendenc9, and resolving to solve tmy tan resolved d1St)w tes 

tnr-,::n .. gll conciliation and arb1 trat1on. 

In enotner agreement wi tn lHn1op1e I tal.y -was grart tad 

tbe right to constn.ct a motor bignwey fmm tne Italian occwpifJd 

porter Assab {Eritrea) to tne Rtii1op1an a1tyof tess1e, and. 

Rtuiopia received a free zone in tt~e port of Assab tor 130 years • 
• 

1be EMpe:mr o.t Etn1op1a, Tater1, wbo s.cceeded !4~PJ.tk 

signed friendsr.~.ip pacts witb tne Lnited States 1n l929 and 

w1 til J span in 1930 for expens1o" of commerce. He gave to reign 

nst1onels ti&e r1gn t to lease land 1n Ethiopia ror a period of 

30 years. he secl.i red £10m ar1 tai.,, France and 1 t&ly tJle 

conclt.s1on or a joint agresant of tne tour powers tor ems 

21. lbia., p. 298. Also see PenlttlUrst, n.l2, p. 47. 



sn1pman t to ~tb1op1a. 'Itle sf:llle year be gr&"l ted 1D America a 

concession on tne lake Tsana 1n order to cwrb .81"1 tlsb or 
l tal1en aggression. 

H eanwiU.le, l taly was coming -..,der N~i Genaan 1nfluenee 

at1d was becoming a dMger tx:; 1'!tb1opla ana even to i\tmpe. 1il1s 

led 1D iiri ta1n and ~til1op1a coming closer ald reviving tile old 

plat 1.n ~1l<i a a an on .Lake Ts8r!& by joint ~glo-;inerJ.can oa,>i tal. 

A uri tisn- r.:tn1op1an Conference was also neld wi til participation 

of ~l.idan and t::gyp t. 

{b) ~Ml..InsJ9e-J.!.. 

ln. 1934 an I tal.1an force stat:loned atcu t a mile away 
\J'\1oJ._ \1-.l oS-

ne.ar \i &1~61, a terri tory inside Ethiopia, ess8Ul ted manoers of 

a joint Anglo-l'!th1op1sn Commission wngn tne menoers were denar

catlng tn9 frontier uetween Etb1op1a end tile Br1 tisb. St..dan. 

11!tb1op1a pnJ tested against tb1s ag~ression to tb.e League of 

:Iations and in v1e\ti of 1 tel1en ccwn ter cbargea Ethiopia demanded 

aro1 trat1on under 1928 Treaty pmv1s1ons li1 tb 1 taly. a.. t 

1 ta.ly ret"' sed to nave aty settl.anen t tnrough aro1 trat1on/ end 

sea.. sea Rtn1op1a of preparing tor an acned attack. on I tali a"! 

territories. TbeLeag\Aeo£ Nations asked ror analt tb the 

connie t md declared 1 taly es tbe aggressor. France, wmch 

ilea an agreement w1 tn I taJ.y in l935 to give Italy 00 peJt:en t 

interest in tb.e Addis ft.baoa-1Jj1f:ol.lt1 railway l1."te or swp~ly of 

goods remained s1lert t. Br1 ta1., was inactive and P<ner1ca 

r~a1ned neutral. under u1e na. trel1 t.v Act ot 1935. 

In tbis predicanen t, Etn1op1a ottered a Jo1n t lmglo

Jtmerican Corporation a huge conc~ss1on in trle eastem part 
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ot Etniop1a tor .,. end mineral extrac t1on tor 7o years to 

Wilicb 1 taly pro tested a-.d iAl tlmately tne concass1on was 

not gran ted. 

In 1935, w1 tc.o"" t aeclaratlon of war ana 1nsp1 te of 

tne 1928 Treaty of .f'r1en4sh1p, 1 taly attac6.ed 'Rttuop1a md bJ 

lil36 ceptA.red Addis Aoabs. rlritaln tZnO Frence acted in swpport 

of l t&l.y ad tacitly acttnowledged thA l talien 8Cat.ipatlon ol.' 

Btn1op1e. Tne Sov1et ~nion condenned tb.e 1 t8l1~ invasion end 

ma1n tainea tnat sue s tooa tor tne to tal 1nd.epeodence of Etn1op1e. 

Despite aov1et oppos1t.ton md pJOtests fir1ta1n, !?ranee and 
I. 

1 tely signed in .1935 an :agre9Jlen t kno'-in as aoare-LavaJ. agree-

man t wll1cn p n>posed adji.iS tnen t end excbf41f:8 of terri tb ry anong 

tnEmsElLves g1ving I tel.y tne provinces ot nortuem Ugre, most 

of tb.e Denak11, atd Ogaaen. 1b1s egre~en t was sl&ned by tne 

colonial powers SO tnat Br1 tain WCA.l<i not nave 1D enforce tile 

oU senctions passed by tile L~ague of' N at1ons aga1~a t 1 tal7 
-.. 

and a e,rend 1 telo-i'rencll Fmn t wiJt..ld be bL&U t agoinst Ger.aE!l'lJ+ 

Despi t~ t.b1s movo, .tiri tain and k'rance failed 1b get 1 taly in ·to 

tneir canp. Italy r~a1n.9d w1 til !'lez.1 Ger.neny. 

In 1936 1 taly folllially declared tbe 8!1nexat1on of 

Ethiopia, as a part of I tel1&n Rsst /,fnca. Ti:11.ts 1 t violS ted 

'tile Trip art1 t9 Treaty of 1906, to.e Heg"e Pro tDcol ot 1925, the 

1 talo- ~til1op1en Treaty or l928, and tne ;Jr'l~ciples or .Leeg"e 

ot 1$eUons. 1 taly haci a grand des1gn tD '-se tne fortified 

areas of Eritrea en.d tne t4.&b c9P'l tral plet.ea. of f.:tuiop1a on 

tne appzoacnes iD Addis Abaca for launcn1ng a war. 
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In 1938 .Bri te1n concl"'ded an agreement v1 tb t~az1 ally 

l ta1.7 1n wbich 31'1 t&1n was obliged to give deJwre recogn1 t1on 

to l tely' s &np ire 1n Fl tt&1op 1e «'! d 1r.l p ropo s e be tore tc.e Lea"" e 

of Nations removal of ban agalns t Si.tctl recogn1 t1on b.V the 

League 1 tself. 

feJjgd of viotld .~ grr Jl 

Bri te1n cowl<i not benerit rzom this treaty tor long. 

ln J"'ne 19401 1 taly en terea 'World ~ar II by declal'it"tg ver 

ag&ins t un tain and France. In Sep tsmber 1940, toe 1 tel. lana 

attacked Egypt fJt>m .Libya, w1 ttl the in ten t1on of penetrating 

in to Egypt from tne wast and to start €\11 offensive tram Rtid.opia 

and Eri tree agalns t the An&l'o- Egyp tlan S...dan. In J &n\iary 1941, 

.Bri te1n aided by tbe Etn1op1&n guerrilla t'orcee attacked tbe 

1 teJ.ian areas: Erl t.rea, EtA1op1a and 1 tal.1an Someliland. 

B;y tile end of l941 tbe wbole or lltn1op1a was liberated 

tmm 1 tal.r eno in l942 an agrecent waa s1&ned betweff'! Rtniopia 

end Britain wt~.ich stipwlated t&lat Etldopla wo-..14 be moveci tD)a 

to.e posi tlon of oce\ip1ed enauy terr11bry to tbe r&ae ot the 

'F.ttsp ezo r w1 tb Br1 Usa aov1sers. tbe maln aap ec t of this agree

ment was tbet Ogaden pl'Ov1nce Silould rena1n unaer rir1 ttsn 
22 

m111 tary oc<:llp&t1on. In 1944 enotner agreenent was signed 

between gtb1op1a ana ar1 t&in wrdcb st1p\4lated tnat Ogaden end 

tbe Reserved Area covering the ra11wey 11ne ana 1 ta enure. aone 

es well as Er1 trea would remain ~nder br1 tlsb occupation. 

22. See n. 2, 'VOl. 3, p. llB· 
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On4ez• tile 1944 acreemen t Addis Ababa - Dj1bou t1 rall-

. 'W&¥ again passed wnder tne managsmen t of Btb1op1a. Tecl'I'J1cal 

personnel .were made evalleble to !tJliopis by tne United States. 

Also toasards tn .. ~ close of tile val' On.& ted States sent to 15t.n1op1a 

a tecnnioal m1ss1otJ to e.x.plore natural reSO\.lrces tor post-war 

economic developmen t ot tbe coa..n try. 

of penetration of ltme:r1ca in to RtMopla • 

.FD)m tne above acco"n t 1 t 1s clear that vp to tb.e 

nineteenth centi.lr;v tbere wes no \lnited ~tGlopia in tne preaen.t 

foDn. 'Jhere were a number of &.ll&ll terri torJ.es lAnder loe a1 

cbiets wb1ch were constantly t1gilt1ng witn eacnotner for 

s..premac,y. 

Rtj)iop1ap emyipC&§ 

Ma conflict w@trt on since tbe A:arumite Kingdom ot 

t.tiild cen tA.ry t1ll tbe en try of th& &.ropean powers and 

parti tlon or tne iioaJ ot At rica t.lader their .sjber9 ot 1rtfluence. 

Dwl'lng tbe pre-partition days as we bave 41scussed somf!\Jmes 

tb.e Kingdom ot SilOs was in s-..prEm&CJ' over the wtole ~rr1 tory 

or sozet1mes the Jigre/ ~d et o tners tne G9llas bad the central 

power 1nclud1ng m111 tary and poli tlc &1. con t10l over toe vast 

areas like llmhera etc. So 1 t 1s dlft'1~l t to det'ine tbe 

1 poller. Menelfk' s con triw tion bes 1o be recognised in tne .. 

tact tnat desp1 te Ule presence of powerful ~ropea1 power~ 

vi til modern weapons of vertare he a&.i\!Ceaied in retaining tile r----- orss--·--'-~ - ~ " 
' 327.63 i r '"''~"~'-' ~ ~ 
~ ,, .. ~6876 Et - c23 i( liBilMrr)~~ 

I lil/lilllllill!lillllll/1111111111 ~~;--~,/ 
TH623 o l-
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.1nd8;)endence of some portion of Etb1op1a while otners were lost 

tD tb.e 1mper1al1s t powers. 

Br1 trea end tne Ogflrtoen were tae two areas wn1cn nao to 

ue sacrificed tD tne invaders in order 1b retain tr1e inde9endence. 

So tile D.1so try of &r1 t.ea has 1o be seen in tnls perspec·tive. 

It will be wnJ.,.st or unb1s1br1caJ. 1X> say tbet before Menelfit 

Etb1op1a 111as one un1 t ind ti1at En tree was a portion of 1 t. 

S1m1lerly 1 t will be w~nng to agree tn&t Eritrea wes not pert 

of Rtillop1a. Eritrea was lost by Ett•1opia to 1 ta1.1ens in a 

war. 1 talians, British, Frencn and Egfp tians all tried to 

occup7 it tnd they naa to rece tne atm1es wtucn "Were raised 

b;y tile Klng of Etrj1op1a composed ot various tr1 bes including 

toe IGhares, tne St.oas, t.ne T1gns e tg. 

<a> emblm sat. ~n tree 

V.1tn tnis historical backegJDL~nd, tile pmbleu ot 'Eritrea 

may be discwssed w1 tb. greater clar1 ty. 

It we look into toe ~ncient history of Entree we f1n4 

swtt'1c1en t evidence ot a tone 1nscrip tiona fmm tne cnris t1 en 

ere ailol111n& tnat Er1 tree was a part ot Etb1op1~ re&J.m wl tll 

tne ca!)i tel et A.&un, tbe latter 1& stUl 1n rttniopia md 1 ts 
23 

tanous see port, lwiu.lis 1s on tbe eea coast or Eritrea. 
,....,..... - r 

23. see R. Sylvia P~Aht.irst ~d Rlcnel'd 6.?. Psn:kwrst, n.l?, 
p. 91. Si1e describes tuat tne importm t work of r'rene1sco 
Alvarez, tbe r>ort>.o~gwese priest, a mtmt.)er or tne mission 
from tne King or rortugal 1D tue King of Etniopia, 
pL4bl1snGd at Co~bra 1'\ 1540, tr&.tslated in Eng11sn bJf 
Lord Stanley ot Alderlay ( 1890); tile classic b1stDry 
ot F.th1op1s by tne l9aftleci L~dolp~s (Frankfort 1681), 
London, 1684), French pbys1c1an (J Poncet• s accoi.An ts, 
publisiled in p,arls in 1713, JQnes azucel s aeco-..!! ts ot 
1768, 1773, 1813. Lord Valentia's travel (1802-1805) 

con ttl ••• / 



ln 1085, I t&J.y tDok possession of tAe Er1 trean coast 

wi to tbe encowragP.lnen t of Great Br1 te1n, lib1Cb was 1n teres ted 
24 

1n I tel1en CQllatoratlon in 1 te .f1gbt aga1ns t Sudcmese !Jlehd1. 

Tbis was done under tne treaty of Ucc1nel.11 ot 1089 

wbich was forced '-pon tne Etb1op1an Quperor by tile I tel.ians. 

Tbe l tal1sn ibre1gn M1n1s~r Gr1sp1 bed tried to 1n tel'pret 

Article 17 or tne treaty as giving 1 taly a pro tee 1Drate over 

Rtniop1a. This was cb&llengea by Etn1op1a. 
' MenPJ.tk prot-ested to Eu.n>pean powers ega:t·,st trd.s 

v1olatlon or l!!tn1op16n .sovereign.~ by I teQ.y. "D1e pl'O test& ned 

11 ttle ert·ec t. 

By tile tr~atl~s ot l89l end 1892 between Britain atd 

1 tsl,y, 1 tal)' recognised tue .ar1 Usn St.tprGilacy oves- Egypt and 

Sud en, ald uri tain racosnised I tali en cocwpe tton ot En tr~e. 

Ano tiler t1'1part1 te treaty conl'lluded between dri ta1n, Fr&nC<! 

and I taly in l906 re1 tere ted tna t Er1 trea belonged to 1 taly. 

!ne treaty of Addis Ababa concl-..ded at~r tne battle of Adowa 

in 1895-96 contianecl l3:r1 trea as an 1 tel1an pnl tee to rate. 

In 1925 tiritain concluded en agraenent w1tn Italy, 

giv.1ne con.sen t 1b I tely f'or noota1n1ng from tbe Abyss1n1en 

Goveft'tmen t a concession to CQJ'jS true t end r~n a n11way from tbe 
25 

tzon tier ot Rr1 tree tD tile fD:)n tAer ot I tal len SomalilD"tdi!t. 

----·--·-
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ln an agreealen t ae'bieen I tal;, and Etb.1op.1a in l928 

Italy was granted the r1gnt 1o constl\tct a motor nlgnway flt)m 

tue Italian port or Asseb ('!r1 trea) 1D tne EtAiop1en c1 ty of 

L;essia, and F.tniopia received a free zone in tne port or il.ssab 

tor 130 years. 

We nave Slready notecS the signing of Treaty or F'r1en4-

snip between 1 taly a1d Stniop.ia 1n 1928 end &i bsequen t k-.al Wal 

incident in which tne Italian forces fired into Btn1op1en 

territories end tne subseq&..entltalian invasion cap~rJ.ng 

Ettl1op1a an.d Rr1 tMa 1n 1935-36, tue I telian defeat end 4Vert ... 

t..al 1944 agreement between Etniop1a, .brl tain and It'rance. 

After tne War ble .an. Usn administration tried 1D annex 

large Etniopien areas. Tb:e1 stressed on tbe future status of 

Er1 trea ~pee1ty1ng tnet Great Br1 tain ro.,.gut aga1ns t 1 tel;y tor 

P.tldopie's detenoe. uri tain dtmanded tbat hl,nlmd 9art of 

Sri trea sbo ... ld be a4qrgea w1 til Tigre p Q)Vince of Etn1op1a and 

&long 1111 th AJa.tm should be placed \.&no er Br1 t1 sn pro tee t1on for 

25 years er ter wracn people WOl.ld be e&Ke4 to give tne1 r 
26 

opinion. 'lbe T4:tb1op1ans iulew tnat 1 t waa really a clever 

move on tne part or .Britain 1b Etlnex Sri tree on tne plea tbat 

1 t bed. aided Etb1op1a aga1n.st 1 t&.ly. 1be m111 tery cnronloles 

p10ve tbat tnis eld. was negl1g1tJle. 

'fue co nd1 t1on ot Rri trea wnder I talla"t occu.pat1on was 

v1V1dly dep1c ted 1n a pempnl.et u Toe J.-'1ret of' 1ne Freea•, 1sa.ed 

by tbe Br1 tl.eh lnto:zmat1on M1n1strT, wnich described Er1 trea 

-----·-
26. see n. 23. 
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and ttllf-1 tel. ian Somal.1lsnd as 11 two over-cap1 tali sed bt.akl\ip t 

saui-deserts, wn1cil bad never oeen s~r ... sapp6.rt1ng and. wn1cb 

ilad never 1n tended 1D be self· a.pport1ng. Tile terri to r1ea, bad 

not 1n&itstr1es and littLe agricul twre. 1he1r imports for 

years Aad greatly e.x.ce&dea e~orts, tRey nad been me1nte1ned 
27 

iii tiler1D only by enonnous g.ran ts-1n-a1d tmm Italy." '.l!r1 trea 
28 

was onl,y 44Sed as ~ten O\l,tl.et for menu.facb.tred goods. 4 • Tn1s sbows 

tile poor econom.io cond1 tlon of Eritrea under 1 tal1an rule. 

F.41pe1'0r tiaUe S,elass1e appealed tor tbe ra.n1on of 

Rri tree -w1 th Rtn1op1a as w tn naci comlllOn origin, common language, 

common tradl t1on, common national 11te, and common economy. All 

ottl:~e were set aside. 'lbe uri Usn rwle continued tbe saue 
'"' 

colonial tape adrn1n1s tratlon 1n Eri tree as tile 1 talians and 

tile I Wiens were given all tile privileges at ttle cost of tile 

F.r1 treena wtdcb angered tue latter. 

'ille Four t'owers In~lry Q)I'.Hi1&s1on, con sis t1ng or 

.Br1 tein, France, Unl ted ;;. tates and uss.a wtaen was set ""P i.tl 

1945 att8r \\orld war 11 to detena1ne tile fi.l t.lre of Sri trea, 

s ta teci tba t tne rep res e.'\ ta tl.v~ s opinion aoLtld indicate peoples • 

w1sht!!s on the t"' t.wre of !~1 trea. Tn9 ~ ~1ry Commission made 

toL.ir recomwerulations: to d1 vide ttn trea .oetween RttU.opla and. 

S\.t4en, or to ret..rn 1 t t» Italy, or 'CD gra, t full 1nde.,endence,.... 

or 1D nave wncond.1 tlon&l \inion w1 til Etn1op1a • 
.......,.._ dill I a 

27. .S.ee n. 23, p. 25. 

28. 1~14., p. 27. Alao see n.24, pp. 10-11. 



- 26 -

mle o( H!!.YD1S!sl !lall:oas .. <tml 

'Itut liti General Assembly appointed 1 ts ovn Commission 

or lnq&..1ry wtdcn maae turee recommendations: union of Br1. trea 

w1 tn ~tn1op1a, or federation w1 til Etb1op1~o r 1nd.endence ot 

'Rr1 traa. 

A letter signed by G.&~.ii. Cole, Geoffrey Coeper, M~ber 

ot rarl1tC1en t of Brl ta1n, ft:ld tbe Honorary seeretar7 or lnter

nat1onel Em1op1an Q)wnc11J ilJlv1a PanldiLll'St, reu1n4ed t1.1e 

tin1 ted Nations tna.t tile decislon o.r tne Parts ileace Conference 

wn1oil ebol1sne4 tne claim ot 1 taly from &ll t~omer colonies, 
29 

&tlowl<i be "Pbel.o by tile un1 ted Nations. They laid emphasis 

4.4pon tbe opinion ot tbe ibwr Power Inq-..1ry Cbmm1ss1on that 

maJor1 ty ot 'ir1 trean people were opposet to l tali an 1\ile. 

!be7 e.leo e tressed tna t tne two Ras t African ea.colon1es ... 

Rl"1 tree El'ld Bt:!Dad1 r ( e.Jiool tsl1an Som el11 end} - were gao g rapbi

c&J..ly parts ot ~til1op1a, wuicil were severed at tbe end ot' 

l9tb een~ry &:'ld tbat tbe popl.ilBtion of F:rJ. tree en4 Benadlr 

were racially akin to people o.f F.tn1op1a. Tney empbaaisad 

tnat tile people ot gritrea and Ben641r snared one or otller of 

tbe two religions ot F!tniop1a: Cbria t18T'11 ty a,Q. Islan. '!bey 

appealed tnat .,.atlce ~d welfare or tne peoples of Etniop1a 

end 'Er.l. trea cowld be acn1eved only by union of Bri trea w1 th 

~tb1op1a. 

1be pl\lposal. ot .Devin, t.ne uri t1eh jiore1gn ~retary, 

end .... a>rz.a, I tal.1sn J:O reign Minta te:r, wb1~n asked tne Uni'tecl 

-----
29. .;,)ee n. 231 PP• 173-74. 
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Nations to eg ree to alien W es tem 'Brt trea w1 th Anglo• F,gyp t1 en 

Sv.den, to ali&n Eastern Er1 trea w1 til Etniop1e and to keep 

Somali~ i.inder 1 tfa.ian tft.jsteesnJ.p was reJected by tbe United 

Nat1ons in tile t1nal. voUng. 

In a speech before the Er1 trean lnq.i1ry Com1sa1on 

tile Noi'Weg1an delegation gave blstorlc&J. pl'Oof sbow1ng now 
30 ' 

Eri tree was a part ot Etniopla. 

,iieys ot tlJ.f_jOC1!J.1§.S, ~1f3.!1._ 

ln tt1e plenary meet1n.g ot ttle .General Assaool.v in l950, 

Al'\.t tiun1en, the repres@ft tatlve of tne Sov19t l.;n1on, enpbes1zea 

mat tae Soviet union has oonsisten tly S'4ppo rtea tile propos8l 

tuat ir1 traa soo\i.ld ae t?;ran tea 1ndependGrtce as all pe>ple 
31 

possess a right to selt-aetenn1nat1on and nati.Onel independence. 

1ll• Soviet delegate po1n ted ow. t tnat in considering 

tbe fate or ?.r1 trea whicn was one ot' tne tol\1ler I tali en colonies, 

the Lnited t~at1ona ~ust take a decision wh1cll should satt.sfy 

me desire ot tile En tresn people tor freedom tmm oppression. 

~u• poi!"! ted out tns t tne arg~mfJ"'' ts .. s~d aga1ns t tile proposal. 

tb.st Rri tr$a anowld ae granted 1aiaed1ate 1nd~enaence were 

tnose :nade in detence of colonial sys tali. As tor e.xanple, tne 

colonial powers arg~.ted tna t ~r1 trea wes a backward a.rea end 

W~as not ready for independence, tnat an 1ndepertden t Er1 trea 

ltiot.tld not oe able to Etnalre 1 te own economic developmmtt and 
~ ...... -............ 

31. .iee ~nftr!Q. ... f!SIS~z...Q!ticAal Rm=g.£U, Jlittn Session, 
Plenary t<i eatings, vol.l, l9 Sep ~ber..-15 .ueceaber 19501 
rt ew York, P• o36. 
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pol1 tical stab1l1 t1• Tne Sov1et delegate maln taineu tnat if 

federation ot Eri tres 1111 til Etniop1a was 8 COIIpl'Qil1se SOlw tl.on, 

1 t was a comp rom1se anong tne c:olon1al pov;e:rs as 1 t was being 

imposed on tne Rri treans and 6l so on lf!tn1op1a and 1 t wo~ld oe, 

eq..ally -.nsattstao tory tD 'P.tn1op1a. 

Tue Soc1el1s t cou.n tries srg"'ed tnat 8.11 torQJ.gn tn>ops 

silO'-ald be w1 til4rawn flt>m Eritrea beea.se toey al.ong w 1 tn tue 

fa.dal lord.s of Etn1op1a '"ave perpe'b.iated soc18l and economic 

exploitation ttld oppression in En tree end if Eritrea -would 

be federated w.1 ti1 EUl1opiS. tne latter 'Wi tb 1 ts own snattered 

economy might not be a Ole 1D make F.ri trea ~onomic8lly self-
cte.,~nckol tho.t the. 1:: rit rea hS s ho(}IJ 

dependent. Tnat is wily tbey~e given a tr~e cno1ce tD dete~tD1ne 

1ne1:r ,.,. t-.re. 

1be d8l~e;ates of t'ol~d, czecboslova&1a, Byelo l\l&s1an 

~ov1et SOc1aJ.1&t Repwbl1c, ukran1en Sov1ot Socialist Rep .. bl1C 

a..pported. Soviet and Polisb proposEO.. wbieil provided for 

1mmed1ate 1ndepend·enee of Eritrea., tor w1 tbdrawel of £)rl Usb. 

oecwp a tion troops w1 ti.Un tnree mon tus end tor g1 v1ng TS tiliop 1 a 
32 . 

• . access to tne sea thmu.gn tne port or Assab. 

ln Lleceaber .1950, after a strenwo'-as eftort,or petr1otl.c 

Rri trean .. n1on1sts, U1e l.ini ted Nat1ons General As&at\bly agreed 

tD restore to Etbiop1e 1 ts long lost Bed Sea ports and to 

.federate '!i!r1 tree tD Etn1op1a under tile Etniop.1an crown. Tills 
\J~\\ 

resolt..tion P"'t forth by w.S.'"• was to oe ettect1ve 11"'l 1952 after 
/.._ . 

tile .Federal Act and tne Er1trean const1~t1on were ratified by 

32. lbid. 
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tile f.'-ropemr of Etniop1e and by en Rri trea, Assenbly by a 

c;aJo r1 ty of tbe Eri tl'eans. Tne resolw tion pledged Cwlles t 

respoot, for Eritrean 1nstiU.t1ons, tr8d1t1ons, l.Bngi.iage, etc.; 

Widest salt-govel'r!men t; t''-lll a. tlnomov; e.&eaw U ve, legislative, 

Jud1c1aL powers to ~ri treens; r:lght to eollec t taxes; rlgllt 

to nave tbei r own wdget, tl1e1 r ci t1zensb1p rlght uncler 

~r.t trean oon.s t1 t.. t1on, w1 ttl tne prov1s1on in Er1 trean const1 t.-
33 

t1on tor rat1t1cat1on ot tile Federal. iie t. 

itn1 ttyl s.tatns.fgs1ttsn2 on i.li trea_ 

\~then tne five powar commission's report was ex.anlned by 

tne General ,h,sseDbly, tr..e rep resen tat.t.ve ot the Un1 ted s t&tes 

stmngly opposed tuf! recommer,aat1on mede Jointly by toe dele

gations of ~a.ldst&n ana ~at•8la for the ind~enderace or 
Eritrea on tbe ground Ulat 1t did not aatlaf',y 'Rtbiopia•s al&1ms, 

and a..am1tted e draft resolw tton. In trochicing llis plan for a 

tedereti.on in tue General Assenbly, be ssidJ ttlnti'\)end.,ce 

i.'cr Eritrea 1& not practicable eituer now or 1n tne 1't.ib.re, 

beca.se 1 t ignores tue le&1 ttmate 1nterests o.f ~tuiop1a fl!'!d 
34 . 

wo~d only inc1•eese tens.ton 1n Rast-Atr1ee." 'Ih1s 1wpl1es 
' . 

tt•at tne vniteci ststes 'Was ea&er on Rtb1op1a-Er1trea t'eaer&t1on 

33~ ..)~e iiQ. 21. Also sAe ~. Sylvia r&nklllsrst, n.l2, PP• 61-€4. 
~eq :tJN Rssol~.t t1on no. 390(V) on ~1'1 traa1 Q!!JAr§l.. Jaf•!l).y: 
~Usi:.!J. hftco rdJ .. Vif tn besa1on 1 ~e.pplenen t No. 00 (1·-/1775) 
(ilelll Yon, 1950) pp. 00.22.\JNReaolu tion no. 617 (Vll) 1n 
li,mG,ral Ji.s~: ¥!:6§9.&!1 t'(fSo.m§ (~na,tb s;~seion, &.pple
man t no. 00 (AJ'2361} <~ ew Yort<, 1952), P• 9. 

34. see n. 24, PP• 20-21. 
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to sareg .. ara tbe F!tb1op1an interests and not tbe ~ri trean. 

interests. 

Ln1 ted States 'Which was so long g1Yin& lleavy m111 tery 

aid 'Co Ethiopia 1b £1gtit against tne !-!ri tresn secessionists 

since 1953, took & lt.ikewaa att1 b. de in wpgort1ng tne ~tbiop1Gn 

govel't'lwen t at ter t.ne 1974 Ethiopian Uevo~ tion wnen a m111 tery 

govemmGn t edop tlng socialist or1entet1ons took over in 

Etbiopla. In 1976 liSA warned Etn.top1a tna t the founer would 

stop 61¥1n& aid if F.tb1op1a ~l.lld fight agaJ.nst tb.e Muslim 

rebels. 

1he a Bioi ee o t change of position by Uft1 ted. ita tes fl'Om 

'*to tal Sl;tpport 1D Haile Se:lass1e regime agalns t tile F.r1 trean 

secessionists• 1b tt1nd1rteren t att1 t...de towards tbe F.til1op1en. 

socialist government against tbe Rri tresn aecess1on1stsn erter 

1974 wowl4 be exem1nea in a b.1stor1cal perspecUve. 

In tfovenaer 1962 tt.Le En trean Ass«nbly unen1mcn.tsly 

passed a resolw tion 1b become a province or ~tn1op1e, s.s 1 twas 

tel t tr•at tn1s WO&.ld lead 10 greater economic development or 
35 

Eritrea. 

1:/~rin& 1962-65 period, a very tast 1n&.str1aliZation 

took place in ·F.ri trea ~d new 1nch4atl'ies like textile, sboea, 
36 

leather, toods~rr, beverages and dairy were established. ltor 

indus tr18l1Zst1on to reign cap1 teJ. was rreely p ena1, tted which 

w1 tn1n a tew years inc reaaad economic dependence and cLJ. tL. ra.l 

penetration or 1"ore1gn values regarding rood nab1 ts, dress etc. 

35 ... See Rana;-Q. abaradweJ, n. , p.86. "'lb.e D!l.ftl!!P& p.f tbe 
hgm...Ri" J~.Ifl.se1 R (Sterling ? .. bl1sbers, l97il), p.o6. 1be 
"'!r1 trean seeess1on1s ts regard tne inelwslon or Bri tree .1n 1c 
~tn1op1a as a province u in 1962 as annexation or Erl traa 

by Rtoiopia. See n.24,p.82. 
~b. S ~e._ \'?, ~(AY(/\r:AwOv\, V\ .'15, \>· ~?-
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L<t.ring the 1965-74 psr1od 1ia1le Jelass1e regime 

encouraged beavy inv'esbent of western capital 1n ewopia end 

Rri trea on new lndt.ts trtes wn1cn reswl tea in a neglect or tbe 

agr1cwl t&. raJ. se: tor, gzowtn or a d~en:dent economy, and e.xtr•e 

vwln erab111 ty or tb1s economy to tl•e '&. nJpean oemsnd. Tna 

Er1 trean economy was apenden t on tne e.1r9ort or .raw me ter1els 

w110se prices in tile wo l'ici market widely flwc to. a ted. lhe process 

of development was also depgndent on tne ellpens1ve tecmolo&y 

1n troeh.ceci by tne foreign companies. ~ tiut ow ttlow of capJ. t&l 

eaceeded 1nnow ot resollrce.s tor investment. Since the foreign 

comptln1es naa tu~&d ctwart.ers in Aad1s Ababa, the middle men 

s1 tUng in t.Ud1s got larger share o.f tne tlfmet1 ts wbicn 

grad4Jally led " economic ,i4nderdevelopment ot 'Eritrea. 1_Ibis 
1 o..s 'Q .. :n~ 

process was .Peae~~ by toe Bri trean people and rll!si.tl tea in 

tue emergence or F.ri trean secess1on1s t movaoe, t. ibis inference 

is based on 1ne ~~~i ot tne Gov9rnor General ot Rr1 trea, Rsa 
J-..... 

Aerate Kassa Wt'd> observf!d ln 1970, tnat me ~r1 treen secessionism 

was wainJ..r a socio•eco!"omic plbble&n wn1cn <.."''L&ld be resolved 
3? 

by tne economic end social develoiJfllent ot ~tbiop1a. 

ErJ: tr..!!'J..§!Stts69n1SL 

~e Erl trean Ltberetton Front (F..L.F) was formally 

lewne.fieti in l961 ano 1 ts in1 tiel efforts were limited 1D p ropa.. 

ga,cie in tile Arab eo..mtl'1es tor liberation ot F:J"1 trea flbm 

a&. · (last peg f! ee., td. • • ) l &14. 1 ii• 87. 

37. lb1d. t P• 102. 



'Etb1op1a. It relied on M""sl1m separatism, trad1 tJonel atti. b.tdes 
38 

enei sn t1-Z1on1a. 

1he oasis ot tne SLtpport by t.ne Arab CO&.ln tries to Ul4 

aecess.ton1st movenent 1n F.ritrea CilEi!'lged f:a>m relig1ow:s to 

poli t1c8l support in tne mici-l960s bt=!C&use toe old Rtn1op1en 

regime ot Ua1le SeJ.aas1e vas regarded by toe Arab world (Seud1 

J~.rao1a, ~wei t, vucJan) as a colloborato r of Israel snd en oppo-
39 

nent ot' the ,,rabs. 

Ttle pos t-1967 piJI'i04 sw a lLtll in tne movtmen t beca.se 

or ctUI'lge in the att111&de of ''rab powers. s"aan w1 t.Mrew ber 

s1.o:pport 1D tne move en t partly because or tne Arab debacle in 

Middle ~,st \iar end pertly because Etntop1a abandoned tne cause 

or ti1e Sou tne~n S~af.tl ese rebels. 

DL.rlng 1961-69 per1od1 mosta.y tbe lovlen<ier Muslims, 

Ben1 i>-amer and Ilanekll.s, 8\ippo rt8Cl ~e movement beceuse ot 
40 

economic ana rel.1g1otAs reasons. Arabs aroused tae lslanle 

sentiments or tne Sri trean Mi.islims. aut the Chris ttens Wllo 

1nbab1 ted the 'Rr1 tresn plateau wen ted Etiliopian ~le. 

ln 1970, aeae tQree gi'Ottps weJ'e the ~rl trean. People's 

Liberation F'ron t ( F'PLi.t~) wes .formed wbicn. advoccrteci rapid. imple.. 

men tsUon of sucb popular me&Sl.i res as cona trl."lc t1on of bo&.tses 

tor tne poor, 1mpmved road syst&n, etc. SJmLtltaneot.tsly, tile 

i'>Opt.il&J• W.beratlon hront (PLF'} was establ1sned wi ttl a dEmand 

.for closer relations w1 tb tt .. e t:.rebs. 

38· lo1d., p. 126. 

39. 1 o1d. t PP• 102-103. 

C). 1 bid. J p. l03. 
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'Even ln l974 these tnree gro~pe lliere bost1le fb eaoo 

o tber becS&.ise of 1deolog1ce.l res~ns, 1. e., Witf', ~LF and ?LF 

were til t1ng towards Arab a-td. Islf.ll1C S'Ltjlport end T'r?L.ii' was 

t1av1ng a radical pos~re. 

(b) f...m.9l,p gf Og$@1, 

On the q,we.st1on ot Ogaaen, we find two typ~s or argu

ments &iven by Som8].1s end tile ~ti:d.oplans. It 1s necessary to 

diSCl..SS botb vi9Wpo1nts. 

ii9mal.1m.,Arswnm!§ on o,aum_!Ja!! 
According to Somalian a, the Ogaclen area was awarded 1D 

Etbiop1a to 1n4~o~ce ner 1D agree to tne colonial arrangenents 

prepared oy ~RJpeans (I t&l.1ans end ar1 t1eb) ow. ring tne pel'1od 
41 

1885-1905. The to reign powers, as sphastzeo by Somali ens, won 

tbe aam1n1a tration o:r 1oce1 ~om all tr1oesnen 07 t.tpbold1ng tneir 

claims tx> tbel:r pastwres in the Ogaden area. a. t tni.s strategy 

antagonized E tb1op1& wn1cn Iinder tbe treaties ot l89?·l908 

nad got tue r1ga t 1D collect taxes in tile area of Ogeden. 

ln 1899 Sneikb Mon~mad Abdwllab hassan (!-tad i4ull&h) 

started n1s rebel. lien again& t foreign dom1ne t.ion, partt t1on 

ot g~1ng lend, tor vindication of tn• SOmali code or lew and 

~mf41 c~l a. re. 'lbia rebellion at fee ted the Ogaden area also. 

'IDe F.wropeens proJected tne Etniopeans as tile re.eJ. evil fl!ld 

themselves as tbe protector or tne SOmsl1an grazing pastures 

in Ogaden. 'lbe .dri t1sll nad given Rtn1op1e tna rignt to collect 

41. I b:ld. ,, P• al. 
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t.axes 1n Ogeden, wt seeing hassan•s rebellion as a tnreat to 

tne1 r colonial in tl'&4s1on in to the Iio~rt tbey tac tlcai.ly played 

~tbiop1a against the Ogeden.- Somalis, posing tuemselv~s as 

p m tee tors of tne nomads 1n Og&den. 

1b oppose ~Y Etn1opisn penetration into Ogaden tbe 

Somalis look.ea to r art t.1 sn il~lp b4 t dlo& e il) the do&.l b ttul n e tu ro 

of ar1 ta1n tb•y fow.gllt aga1ns t Bri ta1n &l.so, w t 1 t was not 

swcc essf\ll. 

hs already noted, tne \!-1a1Vial incident prov14eci en 

excwse tor 1 tely to march via Ogaden 1n to Etb.top1a in 1930 and 

Ogaden .wes included in Somalia. /1.fter ttla defeat of I tal.y in 

\<~orld Vlar Il, tile Ogeden area was &J.v«t 1Xl Rtb1opia under J>nglo

T~tn1op1sn treett.es of 1942 Md 1944. a. t, tna British FOreign 

::lecrotary, Bevin proposed tl\ustoesbip syat• for Somali tern-

mries end tile Ogaden region. Accol'ding to Somal1811s, tbe 

Bri t1sb were Willing to keep Ogeden under ibe1 r control, w t 
ch.e 1D 'WOrld aympatny for Etbio~Jia, a v1ct1m of' 1 tallen invasion, 

F.th1op1s got back Ogaden in 1948. nus angered tlle Scm8l1sns. 

'!be Somalians alleged tilat Ogeden was trmsrerred 1D 

F.tn1opJa after d1soursauen t of some £91,000 aDOng the Ogeden 
42 

clB!1smen by tne departing .Sri tisb acb1n1str.st1on. 

A Somal.ian government pwbl1Cat1on of 19?4 blemes tile 

F.tb1op1an gov~rnment ot cont1n-..owsly harassing tAe Somalian 

popt.tlation ot Ogad4tn by levy1ng wnl1m1 te4 taxes on the lives tDck 
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ot nomads, wnicb nas forced some or tho Ogaaen ~omBJ.is to ccme 

to Somalia as refugees fmm the portion of Somali terri tory 
43 

under Etbiopian c:olon1sat1on. 1he Somalien argwm~ ts sb:.lw bow 

the colon19l powers like Br1 ta1n, 1 taly and r·rance played 

~tn1op1a and 6omal1a aga1ns t eaeb. o tl£er on the Ogaden issue. 

E ~Q1f.!l, Arg,mt!) t,1. OIJ. Og!!\!n rli S~.!. 

/.ccording 1n ~e Rtn1op1ena, the bO~ndary betwe9n 

Ethiopia and I telian SomaJ.Uend, a1. tb.o\igh def'ined by tne treaties 

ot 1891 and 1908, ren&ined \anclear and undanarcated. 'lbe I talien 

end or1 tisb colonial designs con tin-..eci 1b create obstacles in 

the correct 1n terpretatl.on of tile 1908 Rtil1op1en-l tali art Agr9e. 

m9."\ t so as to keep tbe boundary ,problen alive 1n order to 
44 

&llploi t 1 t at an opportA..ne t1me. As &lready stated, tbis 
• :A ... 

43. see §gmelie .. ~c rat1J: •. ReQ!6811C Government Pwbl1catton, 
Mogadishu, JGn9 1976, p. 34. 

44. see Mesfin Y.;olde MarJ.am, ~&k Jbf1.PmQl!D C~.Lgl 
f:l.£1&.1! (J~ad1s Aoaba.t l977), p. ?. See also n.24,, p. 112. 
IJ:nen a Joint l~glo-Ktn1op1~ Comiriission was denarcat1ng 
the f'ron tier between F.tn1op1& ~d JJ11. tisb ~udan 1n 1934 
1.., the T::tb1op18n terri tory or Wel W&l, I ta~ian to rces 
assa.l ted tne members of tne oomm1ss1on S')d fl'Om Feul\tary 
1936 1o Sep tQnber 1935 l taly was anassing tiOops on. the 
border of Rtiaop1a and 1n t-ep t~bttr 1935 attacked ~tniople 
Sl'l<i cep b. red eJ.mos t me whole or 1 t by AprU 1936. hundreds 
ot t . .hol.isands of 1ll-eq.,.1pped T<:ti.t1op1ans fought bravely 
eg&ins t tile 1 tsl1an aggression by adop tlng gwerrilla 
tactics. Till 1939 g4.1 err111a wert are con tiru.•~ against 
tne Italians. I!t tbe a.. t..mn 1939 tile 'E th1op1m guerrilla 
t1&i& ters started large-scale al\Ued actions in tile een trf:Q. 
a>rov1noea or tt.e C04.Antry like Annare, ;a,a atd GodJan. 
In June 1940, 1 taly declared war on .Sri ta1n and in ~ep tan
ber 1940 I tal7 attacked Egypt fl'\)m Libya, a'\d. ttlen attaaked 
Anglo- Egyp tl&n ~dan .fmm Etn1op1a and F.ri trea. I., J a,usry 
1941 tne oritlsh troops aided by tli.e r:t;t,1op1en ~ugrr1llas 
and tne I tal1en "native" anny started tt1e o1'i'a-ls1ve against 
tne 1 tal1ane artd ~f :rev ,_ber ant by :aovrutuer l94l 'whole of 
F:uao~ia was lio9rated. 

i~t ti"t.e ena of V~orla '\::ar 11, Ogacl'!n 'Was ceded to .vr1 tai'1 
beea.se 1 t uaa ltQl;;ed t::trdopia in tuo t.Var (i•rticla VII of 
tne .t•grGallen t of l944.) 
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unresolved problQn sparked tbe fanous walWta 1nc1de, t in tne 

Ogad~ region or ~tu1op1e and served as an excuse for l taJ.y ~ 
45 

invade F.tb1op1a. 

According to lf!tn1op1ens tile poople ot Ogaden nave not 

had tue sane type ot· colonial and bis 1D r1cel e.xpe riflftce as me 

tribes ot foltDer Br1 t1.sh Q'ld 1 tal ian Somalila')d wit) surrendered 

tne1r 8i.t ttor1 ty, freedom and sovereignty 1x» tb.e Bri t1sn liast 

Africa Company. *lbese "Hat1ve" or tribal ctl1Pfs ot tiri t1sb a.d 

1 talien Somal11End bad 1n sign a hor called Fozrn (b) to S\errender 

ti1e1r sovereign t.r ~1cn states; '*(Naue or ehiet) b+!r&b,y 

declared tbat be has placed b1mself End all b1a territories, 

peoples and sw bJec ts l.lnd er tne pro tee t1.on, n..l e and gov ernm en t 

of toe Bnt1sh l<'.ast Africa company end its sovereign rights of 

6overnmen t over all bis terri tol"ies,co"n trifls, peoplqs S!ld 
4E 

sw bJec ts •••• " So, tb<tl R tiliop 1sn a argued tna t tae p Aopl e of 

Ogaden who did not a. rrend.er tne1r sovereign t1 are distlnc t t«m 

ti&ese trib~s S!!d Somalia cannot have a claim on Ogaden as a 

part of 1 ts terri to r.1es • 

. i~ll colonial p<r.sers :recognized tnese treaties 2'\d 
\Ni~ 

accepted eaan o tber• s pos1 t1ons. t1 til tne re&.il t tuat at ter 

world war I I, defeated 1 taly re tat ned 1 ts form ~r color~y of 

~Sl1lmd, against ~tniopla's plti test, as a l.U tl\isteesnip 

45. loid., i\].so. see l4 esf'in Wolde Marian, "Tne .daokg.:ruwnd or &r1e 
Etn1o-Somal1a Eoi.i.ndaryt1isp~ ten, l'!f.t....toum!J. g1:...£2pde..m 
A.rr1cm_~)fa1eJ, vol~·,__ ~"2(1964), pp. JB9-2l9. 

46. .:,ee tol ~sf1n lt.olde :.s ar1an, n. 44, p. 23. 
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ror ten more years. Da..ring tnese ;ears, 1n spite ot ua resolu

tion to solve tb.e bol.lndar,y problEm, Italy was not 1n teres ted in 

a .fair end legal solution of ttie prcbl.an. As a matter or tact, 

at tbo tl.me ot 1nd(\l en<iencet Somalis 1nner1 te4 tue wndQnal'Cated 

bOw.ndary p.roblen and tne problQO of interpreting tue 1908 

!tn1op1en-l telian l•greemen t wnicb stipulated tne txlundery between 

~tuiopia and 1 tal.ien ~omallland. Tne 1ndep~dent somaJ.le took 

&dv9"! tage of tne vagueness of 1908 Agreement tD den end Greater 

SomQ11a. 

v.uen Br1 tain defeated 1 taly und cap at red Eritrea Br!d 

Ogaden from its possession as stated, it bad a1 evil design to 

keep botn t..naer its do::nination, t.Lncer Uut plea of •prota::tJ.onn 

to 'RtlU.otii&. Britain also wattea 1D take ad.va"fpge ot the 

v&gwE!ness a'ld unc~ar1 t.v of tt.&e JS97 end 1908 treaUns concluded 

t~f.Jtween ~tbiopie l!lld I t8l.y re~arding tne bo._ndary t>ebleen 

Rt.n1op1a end Bt'l Usn Som011land a')G expressed tnis desire by 

ent.~rta.t.n1ng tile idea of •areaterSoma1.1a' ooJec:tlve in 1946, 

wnicb was GJ!Plo1 ted by ~ome11e 1n 1960 wnon itt becane 1n<iependen t. 

On 29 April 1946 tae .Sri tis.b iorelgn secr'='tary Bavln . 

stated 1D the Fowr-?ower Conference tnat J3r1t1sn SOmaliland, 

1 talian 4omal1lenci a,d tne aciJacfr't t part or Rtb.1op1a sbo~ld be 
.,..--.. 

analganated as a trt..s t territory wftd,er Br1 ~1~ t•or e decent 
47 

economic lite of toe nomads. 

a. t bo til tt&e k.rtlcle ?8 ot ~nap ter 12 of tm Charter end 

Art1cl e 'l of tile ~ th10p ean I::lri t1 sn Atrrean en t of 1944 elli> res sly 
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went against tue Brl t1stl intention or keeping Ogaden \.inder a 

tn.s teesb1p system. 

All tn1s i11stor1eaJ. evidence snows mat Ogaaen is a 

part of ~ m1op1a, w t tne colonial po111ers lUte 1 taly end Br1 taln 

violated treaty 86re~en ts on tbe Ogeden 1ssu.e and gave 

Somalia a weapon to ~.tnj~stl.y c1e1m Ogaden as a part 1n its 

Greater Som8l1e objective. 

As regards }J()mal.ian arg~men t in ravc"r ot applying tbe 

principle or selt-aetelti1nat1on in case or Ogaaen, tne Btil1op1ens 

ergwed that -t-.rttcle 2(4) of UN Charter, ti:&e report of e 

\;otna.iss1on of tne Le&g\ole of ~!atlons and tile declaration of tue 

Con terence of H.ea<ia or 6 te.te or tile c rgan1zat1on of African. 

4.4n1ty or J-..ly 1964, report or tbe 26tb session of tne In tel"-

n a t1o!\ al Law <Dmm1ss1on or the Un 1 ted 11 a t1ons e~ re sSly rej ec ted 
48 

tne Somalian e1a1m. 

Arguments cen aleo be 5iven against Somal.1an version 
49 

or tne pr1~c1ple o~ selt~-oetexm1nat1on. 

As enpnesised by Lord Ac 1nn ana al.wn tsctl1.1, co-existence 

ot mwl t1pl1c1 t.v ot net1onal1 ties, can en&i.re v1gol.4r or tile 

state .ana tne progress of i&ulien1ty. 

~1"1 tics like G.~. i'1eld nave pointed ot.. t tbat th.e prota-

6on1sts ot tne aelt-detenninaUon principle wrongly sbow 

connec t1on between na t1onal1sm and aGDoc racy. 

----
48. see n. 43, p.i). 46-&7. 

49. ;;;ee fet&J. Poy snd Dr•attaebarya, f.91Lt!saJ. ~mu:x; ldeas gu1 
ln.Lta..UODL ( ..;alcW: t ta, 1973) , pp. 83-ss. 
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'-'lr1 ters like Morgen tneu. end Laski nave poirt ted out 

tb.at p r1nc1ple or self-determine t1on WO\oild lead to 41sl\jp tlon 

ot exist.tng states tnd tb the rise ot au .. l t1pl1c1 ty ot petty 
50 

states widen can lead to increase in 1nternat1on8l. contllcts. 

Tn.e rigilt of se.lf-dete=1nat1on may en tail O.ia t1ng 

ot tne Q.ial1 ties or tl\i. tbfW.ness, friendliness, by tbe nat1on8l.ists 

to serve tneir own ca.se. 

J;,s anpnasised by haynes, on tile g~ttt.~nd ot· 1rreci~ t1sn 

or .tor a more sect.~re tmn t1er rnd en ow. tl.et 1o tile sea, a new 

nation-state ma1 1nckilge 1n intervention and commit m111tary 

agGression -..nder toe cover ot self-aetenn1nat1on. 

1be principle of selt-deter.n1nat1on bas tne pr1aiar,y 

aim of poli Ucal independence of a glb"P• w t 1 t does not 

take in to accoLtn t we waterial welfare or tne people. 

As empnes1se4 by aertr~a 1\lssell, a blind byper

nat1onQ11at sentiment may p10ve to be en 1mped1ment 1D tne 

developmon t o t ln tern a Uon&l1sm. Ue SBJS tile t when tile con

teaiporar, state.syatens ere compelled by the nat.ral cot..rse of 

events to come closer, any et.t~ rt to seek. soL.i t1ons al.ong 

natlo!'l8l1st ramer tnsn 1nternatlonal1st appmecn, 1s fr~gnt 

wi ttl danger. 

Tta.s tile argt.iments of all tnese wn ters to against tile 

Somalian argwnent of all tne principle ot selt-detem1nat1on 

for ugeden. 

Bo Ul. tile argwmen ts provided by Somalians Q'td tile 

Etb1op1ans ll1~nl161lt tne msnoe..vrlng ot tne colon1~ powers 

50. lbld. 
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like Britain, Frana&, end I tely, to play botn Etbiopia end 

SOmalia against eacn otner on tne Ogaden i&s\ole. 'D1e F.tn1op1an 

argument Emphasizes teat on tne basis o£ ptov1s:tons of Inter

natJonal .Law Commission Report, tne Charter of tne vni ted 

~iations, tbe Organisation of Atrican Un1 ty, former League of 

~:rattons, end views o£ o tber wn ters, Somalia• s claim en. Ogaden 

is w,nj"'st. 

(a) 

This problem 1s en important one for EtA1op1a 1n tbe 

i'ace or its commeN1&l, strategic, and geopol1.t1c8l location, 

ana 1n tu1s respect tile q.aest1on of Etn1op1a-DJ1bo'-i t1 ra1.1-wey 

line, comes in to pic t..re bec&L.se tn1s railway line serves as 

tne only sea o"' tJ.et for Rtn1op1a. 

As regards tne sea outlet tor ~tb.1op1a a&pe~r b&Ue 

se1ass1e or Etniop1e ned entered in. tD an egreeaent w1 tb tile 

Fr.-,cb. Tbe t\greement stipulated tnat it the colony of .DJ1bl&t1 

was ceded 07 France, 1 t was to be ceded 10 F.tniop1a oeca..se 

Djiboi.i t1 111as tne termin-..s or tb.e railway to pJid1s Ababa, llihicb 

was one of me main 11>\it tee by whicb F!tniop1an pltHit.tce was 
51 

eXported. Sylvia Panlt.blrst ilas arga..ed tttat Rtnlople bad a legal 

ana nst..ral claim to terrldbries wtd.cb gave ner access to tne 

sea &nd wrdcn sne needs for her trade ~a commerce. At tile time 

ot Lj1bo&.4 t1' s 1ndepend.Qlce, Rti:dople did not s taile any claim 

on 1 t el tbowgn we railway line passing ttuoa.gb 1 t was c l'Wc1Bl 

tor tne economy oi Rtniop1a. 

51. See n. 23, p. 87. 
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From tne time wnen tbe colonial pov~:rs like Br1 tain, 

.Frenc::e, l tal.y, s terted setting tlleir toot ln Rtb1op1a, tbey 

bed ~ evll eye on tile sea ow tlet of 1Ul1opia. 

~e nave ret~Arred earlier tt .. at 1."1 tne 18'70s "'d JBSOs dr1-

ts.1n tried to tbwart Rtniop1an ert~ort to sec~re a eee ou ta.et 

ana 4..Sed 'Rgyp t age1ns t Etbiop1e.<)n 1882 Rgyp t bed attack~ 

Stt4op1e. Tuese .or1 t1sn ~d l t8lien desions to reed tile· Qn.pemr 
\ 

of Rtb1op1a1 ~ enelfk to conclvde en egreen&"~ t llli tb a French 

Uompeny on eoncess1o,s for tne w1ld1ng of a railway line 

&?etween Dj1bot.~ t1 and Haner, the const:mct1on of a telegraptdc 

1L"le1 etc. lie made DJ1bow t1 as tbe main see ow tlet ro r ~taiopie 
~d l4Sed tne railwEiy line tor .1mport end e~ort of commoo1 Ues 

as wall as arms against the 1 tal.J:an threet 1:D F.tll1op1en 

sovereignty. 

Conseq...en tl.y in a Tripartite Treaty of 1906 Fr~ch 

occwpation ot DJ1t»u t1 end of the railway zone was once again 

confirmed. By 1919 France nad completml tn-.9 railway line 

between DJ1bol.i t1 end Addis Ababa. 

ln l934-3S llt'hen Etniopia was racing an 1 tal1en aggre

ssion, i''rance, wnlch uai already til ted 1ov..,a:nls l tely, concluded 

an agreanent fD, give 1 taly 20 percent interest in tne l~ciis-Ababa

DJioow t1 railway line. Trds oedl;y affected tne et.--onomy ot 

Etniopia, as 1 t was mainly aependin& on this line for 1 ts 

import end e~ort on llibicn tue I tel1ans levied very beavy 

taxes. 
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In 1944, in tile Agreauen t between Britain md Etniopia, 

tile Addis Abeba..DJ1tx>&.L t1 railway again pa~seci 1n to ttle bmds 

ot Etn1op1a Enci enablecl ~t to t;x)ost its trade f:f1d commerce • 
. . 

As already a tate4 1 d.\\ ring the cl1scwss1on on ~1 tresn 

1sswe in tne Un1 ted Nations GenereJ. AsseniJly in l9SO, tile 

Soc1&11s t CO'-ln tries like soviet i.lnion, Poland, eta. baa given 

importance to 'Etniop1a' s claim tor en access 1D tbe sea tbrowgn 

tbe port of Assab to enswre Etbiopia' s economic seci.tl'1 ty; •heeeas 

tbe \\est.m powers bad paid ll.ikeli&DD swpport. Tne Soc1eJ.1s t 

co"'n tries bad stressed tnat a s~s ou tJ.et 1b r Rtb1op1a vas very 

Cl\tc1el for its economic s"'rvivel. 

llppo rwce ot_.tne Red See 

As stated, Red Sea 1s strategically E.nd g@OgraphicellJ 

very llnportan t. IA&e to 1 ts nearness to tb.e G.tlf of Aden, 

Babel Mandeb Stra1 ts, end all oil going 1D tne \\est9m world 

mwst pass tul'owgh. tnat way ana so wnoever controls tbe oil 

flow, will control tlte en t1re area or tile Hom. 

Tbat 1& wby tile Ied Sea, as a link between Asia and 

&.rope, as the "lite-line ot lsraelft (a Cb:>ke pol" t as rete-
52 

rred tD by ~ 1111em b. Lewis), is very s1gn1t1can t in tile 

sense tb.et even tbe Arab powers want tD nave tne1r dom1n8!'1C8 

over tile area as s"'wn 1n • bse(i .. en t cuap ters. Fbr exanple, 

tne1r zecen t instigation of iiom&l1e tQ attack Rtiliopia 1s 
-* 

meinly &.e 10 tb.e1r intention to rz..:lte tn~ Rea Sea an t~rab 
. -

L8.ke1 1D dominate tne dom area, to alake toe cowntr1es or 

52. see n. 1, p. s. 



the liorn aepenaen ton tb.Qn tor tbe1:r socio-economic develop

ment end tD prevent Etrdoplan soc1el1s t government flbm 

naving a sea oa. t1 et tor 1 ts traae and commerce, tor flow of 

essen tt al goods tor tne eCX)nom1c deveJ.opmen t of 1 ts people. 

In tn1s con text, as QJiphasised. oy a leadi?tg Soviet 
L 

analyst v. p.c1ryas taev, 

tne 1mperiat1sts ere natcbing plen,..ts 1D 
t.rn tne Hed Sea in to a Closed Arab LaKe 
w1 til tne aJa ot con trolling tbe Indian 
ocean and tne ~~ ecli terran ean sea. Flt)m 
tt1e1r v1ewpo1n t, Eto1op1a is an obstacle 
on tlte p a tn to tne reaJ.ize t1on of tnese · 
plans. i''1n8lly, 1 t .1a 1mportan t tor tne 
1mper18l.is ts - tile t..S above all - to 
<11vert tne arao people's attent1on from 
West Asian affairs 1D and tocws 1 ton 
events in tne born of Africa •••• Cne 
or the goals of imper1&11s t policy in 
tne horn of i:;.frJ.ca 1s &4n4er cover ot 
an en ti-Rtm.opien campaign .. d by mobil-i
sing tile Arao cat..'!l tries• etten tion in tile . 
\til'Ong directlon, 1D make 1 t easier for 
Egypt to strike a dea~ w1 til lsreeJ.. 
l t is w1 tb tc4s purpose that SOmalia 
and 1 ts backers are trying to 1n tel'oo 
nat1oneJ.1se the conflict in the Hom 
ot '"fl'1ce. 53 

(d), .QQlQa~!l fower§' P9m1traP,.on oyer Red_]ea 

Tne coloni.£\1. powers like Br1 tain, I tal.y md ,~~~renee 

nad tba1.r evU 1n ten Uon of dom1nat1ng tile Red Sea ere as 

lar back. as tue JBSOs. 

In tbe ;1840s Br1 te1n conClt4de4 agreenen ts wi tb 

Rtniopia w1 tb toe ln ten tion ot dominating tile Red See port of 

:otassawa. 

---
53. -.Jee Izyes.lrl§ (Moscow), 29 J anwary 3978. 
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a. t 1n l.B55 on toe plea ot cneck.ing 1\.lssien advance towards 

'll.irkey, it reverse tbe earlier assuraoce vnicn provided for 

tne ret...rn or Red Sea .?ort or Massawa to 'Ethiopia. 

After tne opening or ttle Suez Canal in tbe 1860s tbe 

nin terl_,d ot tne Red Sea Coast becat.~e very impo:rtEn t to the 

~rope an powers for ccmmerc1al pw rposea. Tne l ta1.18'! 1\t battino 

~pen.v .naa also acq&.l1l'ed some possessions on tne lied see Coast 

1n 1869 for CQnmerc1al. end strategic dominance. It was not 

betore :US53 tnet I tal7 men egad t;, get tne recogn1 tionot .Sri tnin 

on 1 ts possession on toe Red Sea Coast. 

In the earJ..v part or the 20 tb century tne colon1&l 

po-wers signed a n~ oer of treaties tJ reta1., tue1r say 1n tbe 

Red .;,ea, e.g. toe Tripartite Treaties ot 1906, 1.925, I tal1en

Etniop1m Treaty or 1928 1 Br1 tisn-~tru.opiert tr1eaUes ot 1942, 
~ r>l()'N'.·\~b~ 

1944. Tnese treaties elso b.elped tllQn in &l~'R"--aunw Qtrdopia, 

"!ri trea and Cgeden. 

Even today the Red Sea as en 1rt teJnational passage 1s 

very 1mportant and 1\.mpe end u.s.ti.. 'Wtdcn nav~ interests in 

~le Arao o11 reasrd 1 t necessary to dominate tbis area. 

'lboay the Jmportant elm ot tile ti~ oacked Arsuian diplomacy :ls 

tD con tl'Ol " tile mos t v 1 tal part of" Jt.s sea on tne Rrl tree, co as t 

Sl'ld 1o blockade tne wbol-e 11ne from Oga4en b til9' nortn...west 

or Dj1iJOw.t1. TM p.,._1pose 1s _, cut {~tuiop1a cotnt>letely from 

tne Bed Saa and tta.s to for.n a con ti.nwo"s Arao coastal flbll 

" tne ~lf 1b tile Swe& and to tit.a iorn of ~t·nca. Rgyp t• s mle 
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1s to provide logist1cal. swpport t> tile nortllern pr1ncers Bnd 
54 

. nevel patrol ana altned transport in tue Roo Sea.• 

As l'9gal'Os tile s trat9g1c 1m~or~ce of Red see 1 t Ca"' 

be aupnss1zed t.tlat, et iiabel-Mandeb, tbe Red Sea ltli4 tn, 1s very 

narrow. Here tne Arao1an. pen1nsw.a 6\'ld tbe African eoas t are 

at a distance ot only 22 miles trow each o tuer. Tne Rea sea 

en a the India'! Ocean nave tbe1 r m ee t1ng po 1n t 1.-ere tn.rougn tile 

0...11' of Aden. D ... e 1D t.o.e presence or Perim island •1tb1n the 

narrow atra1 t, tue navigable area 1s rea ... ced to lfli miles only. 

whoever dominates this Red .:i!9a mt.t te, can control tile en trance 

tD tne ~1£ of Suez, Shcm- el-Sueikh, a-td tne O..lf ot Eilat. 

And because Rttt.1op1e bedly needs a sea o~.a tlet, tn1s Re4 Soa 
55 

ow tJ.e t is ver1 J.wpor~ t tor 1 t. 

Tbe Red Se~ end 1 ts Cl\lc1all;y located clloke-poin t at 

Bab-el.fllandeb act as tne pnys1cel lirtk between •est i~osia end 

tne bo""· Tne meinlmd Cbr1st1an 'Btniopians are tl1s1or1c&lly 

c:onnec ted w1 ttl Israelis. lsraal bas tile ca.;ac1 tq to attack 

SOmiQ.1a, ~a an end o tiler Arab areas Or! the horn to mals.e tile 

Red Sea well-p.mtec ted for ner snlpt>ing, trade and commerce. 

So, t&l~ sentit1ve zone of West Asia includes not only Israel, 

Egypt, norte;. ·f4:Den, etc. ·but also tile Somalian and Rr1 trea, 

coasts ~.t.icn are near tne SSWd1 Arab1sn oU fields and ti1.e 
56 

·Bed See oil lanes. hence all 'blis 1s important tor 'Rtn1op1a 

as it needs a sea ol.t taet tbroL&gll Red Sea tor its trade md 

54. see ~PI;].stift'L Sc:Amqe.,Mga1Bll (F.Joston), ~ A4.g'-st, l9TI. 

S:>. w!ee n. 34.~, /. 

56. Se(lt n. 34, p!). 148-49. 
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The Red S9a forms 'Etbiop1a' s importen t border in tile 

east, two sea ports - l'iassawa ana Assab lie on t.i.:l.is see-lane, 

and ancmg tne tnree Red sea states it occwp1~s longest 

coast li"''e. Tne Roo Sea is ituiop1e's maJormar1t1me gateway 
51 

to ner in tern a t1oftaJ. commerce. 

~o, tue pmblen of sea o&.~ taet tor Rtniop1a end the 

importance of Red sea are a;, tb. 1n terrelatea.. ( 

ln tnis con text, 1 t is necessary to 41scwss certain 

isla'\ds wil1cn are si ta.ated near tne ~ sea • 

.Ksmran island w1 tn ~ area of ?0 sq-.. are miles, 1"'1 tile 

so" tneast of tile Red sea was in Bri t1sn occupation flOm 1915 

to 1967. Bri tail"t 1Dok over tile islands f l'OlU 1\.i rkey 1n tne 

\t.oJ"ld war 1. Tn.e 1nb.ab1 tan ts numbering abow t 400 opted in 

rawur of renain1"g 1n the republic ot 'Alrkey. l.OWever, 
58 

ttortn Yemen occupied tile islands in 1972. 

Ano tber set ot: islands c8lled Dhalak islands are 

e1 U..ated 1n tne sow tnwest ot tne Red ~ea, outside toe l<iassENa 

port, a foDDer wartime Br1 t1sn n.avaJ. base, belong to Etniopia. 

In ea:rly seven tJ.es, tilere were specula t1ve repo :rts in tb9 

Arao press tnat tb.e lsraQ11s nave been Lls1ng SOlle of tile 
59 

1\t.biopian islands 1n tne ned sea. 

-- --- . 
b?. :.tee hin~§!;,an Timeb 6 J enwary 1973. 

sa. see Alice Taylor, Tne lUslsil.t...]!.!J.l..(Praeger Pwbl1cat1on, 
1972}' p. llS. 

59. see !!.lnS~Ms tan Timeg, 4 May 1980. 
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~Cl+elktD 

tne issues wnicn nave been ta&en in tnls cnep ter are 

tne b1s1x>ricelpos1 tion and tile Somal.1!n cla.lal to t'.A~ Ogaden, 

tne Rr1 tresn Secessionist moven~t, pn>blGn ot sea o~ U.et for 

f(ttt1op1a, and tbe Jmportanc~ of tbA Red Sea. \>Ze ilave seen tnat 

on 'tne pl'OblQDs of Ogaden &ld Rr1 trtra me colonial po~ers like 

Great £ir1tai.,, France ~d Italy nave 1argel7 been r~spons1bl9 

for aggravat1ng ltld col!'lt\is1ng tne s1t..at1on. wt ibr tue1r 

diplomacy ~u JDaooe..-vring, tbe -:problem of Ogsden lin'd Er1 tree 
~· .. 

would not bave been so u:a•e.b acgravated. Tiley posoo as real 

pJO tee tors of tile people of tne area wbereas tney ac tublly tried 

1o 8JQlol t t.u~se areas for ttlBir O'WI'l economic 1., terf!ls t md 

1mper16l1st designs. As regards tne sea owtJ.et tor Etn1op1a 

we nave seen tllet it is most essential fer its trade &'ld commerc~, 

import a-.o eJ&port. it-s regal'ds tlle 1mport~ce ot tts Red s~a 

we nave seen ttl8t as a link. between Asia end Europe 1i is a 

s trateg1c area "Woere oil passe.s tD West l4s1a and woo evar con

trols th1s area cor~ tmls tb.e oil passing tnmugll 1 t. Tcta t is 

'«lly tne Arab po-w~rs bae&ed by L..,l t~ S tet9s \iBn t !X) dominate 

ttliS area tor tne1r o·"'n stratggic, economic raasoi"Js. 





~!JI!~L.!l 

RO.LE C F' ~? ER POit:ERS 1" ETlilO?.IA ( 1950-19?3} 

In tiul p rev1ous cbap ter we nave given tne llisto ricel 

perspective of tae genesis of various !5til1op1an problems, 

tne man1pu.lat1on, 81"l4 domination ot colonial powers like 

Brl ta1n, .France ana l t&l7 over Etbiopia to aggravate tne 

probl«ns ot Ogaden and Er1 trea tnro\Agh various treaties end 

8ll1en\:es, con&ict or wars since m14-l7th cent'Aotry till 1950. 

In tnls cnap ter we snell diSC'-SS ww tne Unit ad States end 

tb.e ~viet ~n1on cane 1D play a dominant role 1n Erl trea, 

SOmeJ.1a. and Etniop1a, from l9SO "*P to 1973. 

JU.l,!j ,is a ~er Power 

In tb.ia context 'SwperPower• may b8 defined as tnat 

power wb.1cb 1s capable of exerting p ressw re on ano tiler coa.n try 

1'n 1 ts domestic policy to 1'mulat1on end impleuen tat1on in 

economic, soc1&11 pol1 t1cs1 and m111 tary fields and also 

influence and dominate tue 1ntemat1onel affairs of tnat 
1 

coun try or reg ion. 

In international affairs a S~o~per f'o'Wer is one lrihicb is 

pol1 t1c&lly and economically Well- eq-..1pped and wid. en mill ter11y 

and. iaeologlcally aominates 'Meaker or backWard coLtn t:r1f.)s 

UU.'Owgil in ternation&l. m111 tar.v pects and organizations like. ____ .......,._ .... .__... 

\~ 

1. (l) S¥per~o\Wer nas been defined es d~?ower that is 
ex~esslve, abnormal, or Si.ipArior to tuat wtaet.l 
A~sts; (2J i~ ti~eo ret1cal pol1 tical en t1 ty con
ceived es nav1ng Et\.\ tilor1 ty over o ~pr statl9s especi
ally over the most power£4otl states' .}' 
see \o.flb§.tf.l...~D tem.Lt1oOJ!1.."'1c tionarx.a. pJ: 2S33. 
Aa ewpnas1~ed oy tne ;itockrolm International , .. eece 
Researcn lnst1t.t te, ~per Po•er is one wtucn 1s 
capaole or 1nt'lict1ni ma.xlmwm possible aauage on any 
o tner country "'1 tilin tne sbortes t possible Ume. 
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the Soi.ttil Rast l•s1en Treaty OrgeoJ.zaUon (~RA10), ~entral 

Tree ty o r, an 1z a t1on ( C'!3 '10), l.'io r til A tL en t1 c 'l'rea ty o rg en 1z e

t1on {NAjO) or v.arsaw Pact organiZation (~?c;. 

1l'u~ ;)uper Powers neve trenendo-..s s=onOiliic poll t1ca1 

end mil1 tary s tr.eng th. Tiley are c epabl e of 1n tervenine in any 

part or tile globe and atte.c t ttut poli t1eel stat>Ui ty of the 

region coneernad. 

Tiley cen an so figbt p l'Ox,y war.s by sending arms wi tb)y t 

being directly involved in any regional, conflict. ~ey mey 

try to exert 41rect or indirect 1ntlu.enco tD cw t J.n to 1nfiwence 

of re-e;ion&l powers .in tilelr areas by deploym9."ttot air or 

navel force, 06· aeplO)mEn t of me American Seventh Fleet 1rt 

1971 d\i ring tlle lndo-rak war • 

.,;nange in tile to reign policy of a .iWper Power may have 

repera.tss1ons on globEa. pol.i tics, e. g. ct1ange in liS P resiaency 

f':rom ~arter 11> .Reagan may t;.ave worldwide ra.n1t1cat1ons. 

lmlike me .it.per Powers the smaller powers, Wh1cil are 

still develop.lng economically, can nave on.ly regional 1nflt.tenee 

l1£e tfje /"rab Powers, end uepend on me big powers for tbeir 

own economic development end m111tE.try oqwipment. 

Since the end oi' \\orld V.ar 11, tile United ~tetes or 
Amenca bas ueen dowinat1ng t.;Qe lltiOrld set!!'\~ as the single 

$;&per polrler, armed. w1 tb nuclear weapons end operating ttArowgh 

organisations like tne MAID, c~~ m, S'E:A10, etx::. Tue Soviet 

Ln ion cane in to tne p 1a tw re only in tilt! l960s. w t wnareas 

tne united states is tile oiggest mU1 tary organiser in the 
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world. 'lbe SOviet Union nas not shown any 1n~t1on for 

mU1 tary dominance or economic e.xplo1 tatlon of ~.V country. 

Y.D.U.!Q. ~~.te§_!r-.....9 J~a!L 

1be L!'li ted States started oominating toe born of' 

Afr1ca Is tar oack. as :1950, tt1o'-lgh 1 ts 1nvolvanent startoo 1n 

' tt.e pre...war period. In 1927, tne 'F.mptnoror ~tu1op1a, t4Gnelf&, 

grfl!t ted tile i.mi ted ~ tates a concession tor "'tU1Z1Tlg Uut wat9r 

nowing ow t of Lake Tsana, to nave in hand a tJUmp card 

against lnglo-I tal1en press~.are. In 1934, vi til the 1mpend1ng 

dat'lger of I tal1an attack, !ttbiopia orrered to a joln t t~glo

Awericsn corporation a large concession 1n the eastern pert 

ot Ethiopia tor o11 and mineral extraction for 75 yeers to 

willcb l taly pl'O testoo. and "'1 t1mately tne concession co .. ld not 

be gran ted. 

'lbweras tile close or i> .. orld War 111 tile united States 

se1 t to Etn1op1a a technical mission to explore natu ... l 

reso\.6 r.:as for post-war econom.ic aeve.l.opmen t of tne country. 

~ even before tne \\orld lt4ar II tn9 lln1ted States bad 

started trying for a toottold 1n etb1op1en af'fain,, trying tn 

coordinate efforts w1 til Br1 tain 8'ld .t<'rance to dominate 

Etb1op1a 81'1d wl tJmately to replace iiri ta1n artd i'r&"!ce as the 

maJor det~rminfln t end reg .. lator o£ pol1c1as ot ~til1op1a. 

va ttl tt&e rising tide of netionBl.lem in 1 ts colonies 

and wi u• a depleted war- ravaged treaasry or uraat Britain, 

no-w t~le L-rt1 ted .i tates was tne onl.y pow~r w1 til S~Aff1c1 en t 
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strang tt1 at tne end o£ toe war to attempt main tenanae of tile 
2 

old colonial system. It was 1n teres ted in, firstly, rebi1ld-

1ng West Ew rop ean nations as Sl.lies in the s ta.ggle against 

ttte Soviet t;nion; secondly, oou.ntel'ing social revolu.t1ons 

tbat would close tne door to tue Ln1 ted states trade and 

1nvestuen t; ttllrdly, enlarging 1 ts own spnere oi' intlwence 

1n tile areas •here earlier 1 ts allies nacl claims; md rourtbl.y, 

minimizing Ule influence the Soviet Union m1gbt obte1n 
3 

tnm"&h 8\lpport of t:1n ti.-colonial liberation movenen ts. 

'lh~i att1 b.ide ot the United states to~'&Ns tne pro blen 

ot Eri tree was refleo ted 1n 1 ts part1c1p at1on in me Four 

Po'fler InqLt1ry Commission wbicn made fo\.tr recommendations: to 

divide Er1 trea betwea, B tb1op1a end s,udan, or tn ret.. rn 1 t 1r> 

1 taly,~ or to gr~ t f"'ll 1ndependenc~or to nave \.tncondi tional 

union w 1 ttl E thlop 1a. 

ln 1950 <horing toe debate 1n tbe General Assenbly on 

the r"' t..re of Rritrea, whereas the socialist cown tr1es 1nelt.4d-

1ng, tne Soviet Union, s"'pport9d tne proposal tnat F.rl tree 

SjX)l.lld be gr~ted independence as ell people possess e r1gbt 
4 

tb self-detem1natt.on and nat1onel independence, tbe \tlestem 

Powers 1ncl"'ding the lin1 ted Jtates wmcn were p~pos1r.g tue 

incorporation of Er1 trea 1n to Stiliop1a, now promoted a Sou ttl 
-=---· 

2. :iee fue !I .ft.. Enc;elepa!d.la ef1 !f.mn&c!.t. Maompaed1e, vol.4, 
P• 903. 

3. lb1ci. 
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African p:ropo&al. to Join Rri trea w1 tb Rtb1op1a in a federal 
s 

union, waicb was edop ted by tt1.e General Ass9Iibl.J. 

Wi1ereas the ~viet i..n1on plflladed for g1v1rTg importance 

to ~~e l':!tb1op1an cltdm for a sea ow tl~t as essential tor 1 ts 

traue end com_m~rce, import and e.xport of goods, the United 

..;tates gave only e l ... kewana a.pport. 

.t'urtiler, tile linited States maintained tiu1t ti1'!J boaanaar.tes 

and terri. to r1 es 1nher1 ted from tile colon1 aJ. p er1ocJ sno~ld not 

be d1st.rbed ~d 1 t did not a..pport SOJn8l1a to raise bult 1ssue 

or Ogaden w1 tn 'Rtb1op1a. 

~-'-'· 
~ring Wo rl.d war II, tr.e un1 ted States ar.ny, as a part 

-ot the Allied powers, took over a or1t1si.l a..ilt radio station 

near Asmara end .tGe.r1c~ .oft1c1sls f1:rst 1nd1catecl an interest 

1n establishing a peDnanent base 1n tne area tor aommunicat1on 
6 

p"rposes. tlOWever, aJ. t:.i»-..gn immediately tnere was no treaty 

agreanent between t.J.le two eoun tries on setting wp en Jmerieen 

base 1n Rtn1op1&, arter the 'WJ. thdrawel ot ~r1 t1sn forces end 

wll1 tar1 advisers tmm Etid.op1a in l951, tney ~ere replaced 

by ieer1can advisers. In 1953 F.tn1op1a and toe lin1 ted States 

eon~l~oaaed agreements end s secret treaty witicll stipulated 

tne leasing or tne Ka&"ew station 1n Asmara to tbe United 

s. 

6. See Job?"J Merllak1s, ~tb.iiJl!!:_b!Ja.tom.x..ot A.....l]'.f!!Ut!on& 
f.Q.~ (O.xt'ord, 1974), p. 257. "uoted f1Um hearings before 
tne sMb-comm1 ttee o" ~ni ted States Secur1 ty .c\greQ:nents and 
Comm1 tmen ts Abroad, ,~mm1 ttee on Foreign R«&.at1ons, G.> 
SCI.!'! ate, 9lst. ~ong ress, part a, 1 J\ine 1970, p. 1882. 
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7 
stntes snd tne provision ot military assistance tn Ethiopia. 

Tne K.egnew station base was named in honour or tlie Etn.1opien 

con ting en t to Korea. 

As regards tbe strategic, military, end geograpil1cel 

importance of Kagnew base, ~pencer po1n ts OLlt, 

Kagnew is located in the tl'Op1cs f'ar fmm 
tne nortn end sou tA magnetic poles ••• 
1n a zone Wtlicn b.es a l1m1 ted degree 
seasonal variations bet.~een sunrise and S\lnset 
reducing tu.e need for numeroLt& frequency 
cn&"~ges. J. t was, therefore, important 'tb 
tn~ worldwide nework ot tJS communication 
tnrougt' tile ?b111pp1nes, F.tu1op1e, Morocco, 
Virginia and important as well tor tite 
HA!IO commLm1cat1on w1 ttlln westezn &.uupe 
1 tseJ.£ wnen eJ.ectr1c8l end magnetic dis-
tw ruances wpset comiW.nicatl.on 1n tbese 
t:&1gner 1a t1 "tMdas. l t was tne · o1gges t of 
all 0 s ~s tra teg1c e1 r oases, cen tre of ell 
Jwericen air and space operations fiOJD 
tbe Korean lWar tt> tne Vietnam war ana tt1e 
i\{)ollo fl1gn ts en c1 every th.1ng WEn t tb40Ligb 
tne great air observatlon end tracking 
1nstl\oments of 2,000 metre nigh side. 
The uSA paid E tb1op1a 7 million dollars 
per year for· toe •1ease of Kangnew•. 8 

This Qnply s1g-,1!'1.1s t.ne geograpbical. strategic and 

m111 tary iltiportence of tne Kagnew base and tile resul t1ng 

d.om in anc e ot tbe Un 1 ted s ta tee, over toe i~ rn o t At r.l ea as a 

1. Ibid., ,•or aetails also see, J. Bo'Wyer J:)~l, !:!rl£! of .. 
&J'i....s!!.l-:! tra tm.J&...a!2Ji--na t +n .tn.' .. s~xeo t12§_(n ew Yo r&, J97?), 
p. 14. ftJ.so see RQDB:l a. BtlarsdwaJ, In.e .O!J.S»mfl .. 9l tn~
!!.1m of Atfica1 (Sterli"g ?ublisners, new JJeltd, l979), 
P• 4?. 

o. ;;ee Ran an o. llil~aradWa3, 111 Er1 trean ~ecess1on1an", India 
'-.\..ar~.El.Y (NGW!H!lW.), vol. 351 no. 1; Jan~ary- .<tarct~ .1979, 
PP• tle-89. 
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Sioiper power to dictate policy toxnu.tle.tlons ot the Horn 

countries, especially tnat ot F.t.b1op1a. Here ve see tile edven. t 

of a Super .Power 1n Stb1op1s, t-eplac1ng tb.e earlier tliropeen 

powers like I tely, Sri tain en4 io"r_, ce, in tbe sense tue t tne 

united States started 4om1nat1ng tne E Ul1op1an domestt.c atd 

f'ore1gn policies trom l950 onwe:r<ls as tile foaer colon101 

powers wera doing tmm m14-17til cGn twrr up to 1950. The main 

purpose of tile On1 ted States vas 1D prevent t!lt1f o tiler power, 

especially tne Soviet Union, tzom coming 1n to tile picture 

end infl\lencinc pol1c1 ea ot tbe Horn countries, especially 

tllat of 'Etb1op1a. 

The real 1n tent1on of us atretegista naa been. empbes1sea 

by Me bard Lobban in tbese wo l'da: 

I.-
A complex ot secret 1ftetellet1one is fenced 
ott 12 aq. mlles compound, al&Dos t nine 
miles ou tsicle tb.e c1 ty of A•ara, w1 tb. 
overt aetlvi tles 1nolud1ng apacesb1ps 
t:nd setelli te tracking, relay e1r ... 
channel control, air-sea resoue, 1a tb.e 
free world's most important listening 
post 'Wbose forest of radio eertels encl 
radio-reder-entennes ze:n)s ln on practi
cally every w1reloes e1gn8l bet.veen 
Atl&n ttc mel tne Indian Ocean between 
the Cepe of Good Hope e' ln<l k.ssia. 9 

So, tAe Am er1 can m111 tary base at K agnew baa had t e.r

resciling strategic and m111 tary s1gn1t icB!'lce tor Amen cart 

dominance over Etbiop1~ foreign en4. domestic policy foaula!Dn& .... ,, .. 
9. See R1cnan1 .Lobban, ~£1 trf.t.!Q~U!~n .. E.m!J.3;tl, Cel1tom1a 

Ins t1 'b.l te ot Tecmology (Cal o mli),-sep ten ber l972, 
PP• 3-4. q..o ted t mm. Recnan .Bnera4lilaj, n. 8, P• sa. 
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from 1953 onwaras, end in ord~r to eoun ter eny aoviet efforts 

1D befriend !7,tblop1e. /Qerlee wanted to ae tile single-most 

protector and defender or Etb1op1a. 'lbellagn""' base cost 

P65 million and was o r1g1nally menn.ed by 1,500 specialist or 
lO ' 

u~ a:u1ecl romes. 

Tbe Kagnew station becane 8 large, scn£-con ta1ned oase 

w1 til more tbst 31000 LS mU1 tary person.nel and depend en te, 

ecting as e s1gn1t1cen t and stroteg1c link in tile glo bel commu-
11 

nicattons network mai!l tatned b~ tne u.i mlli tary strategists. 

In ret...rn, 'Stu1op1a received mil1 tary and economic 

&ss1s tance con t1nu.ou sly a1nce l9ol. ln1 tially tue on1 ted S tetes 

wndertook to equip tnree Etaiop1tln m111 tary divisions of 6,000 

men each. 

01 1954 Btbiopia sec~o.red from tue i.tn1 ted States a 

$40 million mutual assistance grant wtdcll incl~ded su.bstan ti&l 
12 

t;mer1cen military and tecnn1ca.l aid. ln the sane year Great 

.ar1 tain 1mplemen ted tne 1897 Anglo-Etu1op1an agreement end 

transferred 'tile grazing lanes ot tue Som8l1 1nhaU1 ted iiaud 

t1nd riaserved li.re.as 1D Etniop1s. J~!ter 1955 Etbiop1&' s 

relations Wi til Britain b11d bmerica deteriorated because uSA 

ana ar1 taln started. playing a di.ial. l'O.lct and swpported Greater 

S.Om&li Movanent and 1n 1959 tbe 4.inited States openly supported 
........,_ 
10. :...ee J • .wv;yer .d ell, n. 7, p. 39. 

11. ~ee n •• 6. 
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dri ta1n' s pledge of independence to Brl. t1sa Somel.Ua"2ci and 

acceptance of a Somal1-Bri t1sn SomaJ.1land union in case Somalis 

wc:.n ted 1 t. Tais indicates tbat iJO'.I.9rica wantaa to .keep ootn 

~om alia eand Rtru.op1a &..nder 1 ts intl~ence. 

Tne visit tD h.dd.1s Aballa by /iCflar1can g~erels Eddlanan, 

Va1 Elect and Dec1tev o-.ring tile lingering St..ez crisis in l957 

tocwsed at ten Uon on Itnertcan strategic 1n terests 1n U1e area. 

Ti11s smuld be viewed keeping .in mind tne presence o£ uS army 

signal corps 1nstallat1on in Asnere,( ~ritrea.t and tne presence 
tq5'6 

ot toe t<m eric an m111 tar.v m1ss1on ln Etb1opia. up fll • tile 

us ""naer .ro1n t i'OLlr ot tile treaty agreeaaent or l953 granted 
l3 

RU"i1op1a eppJ.t)Jd.matel,y ~aJ million aid. By l960 ab:l&a t 150 

i:merican tecnn1c1ans were ent;aged 1n variot.4S F.tuiopian develo-
14 

pmen tal projects End training pmgrEGmes. 

In 1957 J ~es ~. Richards, spacial represen tat1ve or 

trae P res1dEn t of tile i.tn1 ted ~ tates, nad: visited fi:t&liop1a. to 

e~la1n 1t1 tne ;<mpe1\J r tne •new ~'41d0le East ,t>olicy• of tne 

tJnited Jtstes enpilas1zing t..pon tt~e coma;on 1nterestof th.e 

people o£ r~iddle Eest Md or hmer1ca it'l making Joint efforts 

to preserve liberty and freedcltll egains t •in ternat1onal comcu-
t~J& 

nism•. i'llis 1nd1catas i~tUericen 1ntrigl.9 to <X»m1nate 'Etn1op1a il. 

\.tncier tno plea o£ figutlng 'in tel't'\at1onal com.:uLtn1sm• ~d 1 ts 

eagerness to involve Etniople 1n to A1dale Rast ~rJ.s1a on tile 

side o£ i!i1ler1ca. 

-···. .............. 13. l oid. , p. 210. 
14. lbld. 
lb. ..,ee i:Jr1sl£il_.lfiUst (J..Ondon), vol. 4, no.6, ,.,o • 

• 1 ey-J "'" e lfJ5?, p. JS9. 
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Fwrtner, Ricnarda anpnes1zed that 1n case of necess1 ty 

us armed forced wowld not nes1 tate 1D nelp nations of tbe 

;:tiiddle East 8!fd Rtil.1op1a against any anned attack by any 
16 

country con ta>llod by 'in ter."1at1onal communism •. 'ibis more 

tben Clarities tne real, 1n ten Uon ot fGenca to dominate 

Rtbiopia and ciomalia and o tner countries or tile Middle Rast, 

1n tile n_.e of pro tee tion. tN.ed to J111s tit~y tats. 

Ambassador R1Cilarda tried to jwstlty his pi'Otect1on 

tneor1 oy stating tnat lin1ted. States did not seeit any spnere 

of in£lt.ence nor any military base bwt only wsnted to enswre 

me 'independence• and territorial integrity of' tne co"ntr1es 

ot tne erea. Tuls statf!rnent indicates tb.at .i~ruu·ica was not 

satisfied w1 tn tne Kagnew ts se alone and WQ'l ted some more 

privileges for uetter operating poa1 tion, becewse fiicnards 

completely ignore.s tne Kagnew oase wnUe t&lldng. 

Til& Ot.i tcome ot h1cnaros• v1s1 twas tuat Etn1op1a and 

iimerJ.ca agreed to collabOrate 1n f1ghtlng eommun1an. Tne 

ag.reementwas e.xpreesed in tile following words: tbat tney would 

main ta1n tbe sovereign equ.al.l ty oi' all net1ons 1D ctoose tue1 r 

'government w1 tbout 1nterterence• end tor non-in terven Uon ana 

non-in terte.renoe 1n we in temal et'fairs of otn4r states, 
17 

recognition ot' '1n.te.rdependence of' nations•. 1hese nigh 

sol.iinding pnrasea rea;lly meant two tb1nes: that Soviet \.'lion was 

1nt.erfer1ng 1n tue internal. a1'.fairs of ottutr coa.ntrtes; 

o.tecondly, tiJ.at u.i/l diu not s&.pport -.lOmali claim on C·gaden or 

tile Rr1 trean seeess1on1sw. -- ·--~-. ._..... l6. lbid. 

J:l. loid., P• 190. 
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Conseq-..ently, LSA agreed to pmv14e more economic ana 

military assistance in addi tlon to tbo&e agreed upon. earlier, 

\tnder tne new Am eric_, doc trine. 

Toe conf1den t18l talks between Somalia end LSA indicate 

tliat J;mer1ca wan ted to con 'ti.!'!~e 1 ts friendship w1 tn Etniopia 
-

and. not to su.pport Somali even at tile dlspleaa.re of tne 

SOmalis in Cgaden. Tuese talkS between tile two coun tr1es -were 

tleld in 1960-61. A paper presented by American s14e d.ur1ng 

the ta.l.k.s anpnaslzea avoidance o£ demogog1c propaganda by 

Somalia against ne1gnbowrs, avo1dmce of g1v1n.g etnJ assistance 

to rebel elements in ne1gnbouring countries, re8l new trel1 ty 

and non-alignment, association w1 til m&Jor powers only in tne 

interest or ~.omelia, avoidence of foreign military bases 1n 

Somalia, avoidance or propaganda attack b7 Somalia on OS 
l8 

policies, etc. 

In 1962 tile ~mall news clalm~d tnat between .1954 end 

1962 out of ~107.3 million eru:marked for t~1can net1ona tD 
t'Y'O-l r)\: C\ \ VI . 

help ~the! r 1n tema.l sec~.or1 ty ,167. 48 million was g1 ven ttl 
l9 

- Tl:tniop1a. Tllis snows tbe enoxmous amount of military aid given 

by the Un1 ted states to Etb1op1a. 

ln 1964, 1mer1c:a sent a sp ec1al1s t co"'n te:r-1n~ rgen~y 

tean to instrwct the ~tniopians fighting in Ogaden and Eritrea. 

Sy tbis time, J.merlc-. swpport maintained f'o"'.r Rth1op1sn 

- --
J.d. see Raymond J.,. 'llLrston ~'Tile \inited ;»tates, ~oma11a ano 

tbe ~r1s1s 1n tne .bom, 9g_m_g!_,A!.r1ca (tiew J ereey, voJ.l. / 
April/Jwne Jg78 1 YOlw a, PP• 12-13. 

19. see f::I_slca &!igesr., vol. 10, no.31 uecenber 19721 p.9l. 
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divisions or a total or 40 1000 men, by tar tile largest 

military ro~e 1n sub-Saharan Africa. 'lb.1a reflects tile 

enonnous American m111 tary presence in Rtbiop1a. 

US m111 tary aesiatence adv.1sory gro\lps (MJJ\G) were 

attac.nea to 811 orancnes end training ins ti t~.o tt.ons of Etn1op1sn 

amed forces and col.ln tar-insurgency training teaas 1ns tl\t.c ted 

tne Rtn1op1ans tilro1.tgbo .. t tne 1960s. 2,813 Etb1gf)ien officers 

attended training co\.lrses in the us between 1963 ana 1970 ano 
also e \JS m111 tary mapping mission prepared a map or ~tn1opia 

20 
tnro~gn aerial protDgrapt1y. At tae end of tne decade Etn1op1a 

was rece1v1ng 60 per cent of all us mU1tary aid tunas for 
21 

P.tr1ca. 

20. see, n.6, p. 258 and p. 372. 

21. see !dJ1,tf!S! §~tea &F.eim t9l!u..~sa-m.a ~!...9Q9rt g.r the .. 
Secretar.r..£t..§Jiate_(\>1astling ton D.~., Departzlen t of 5 tate 
Publications, 8b75, Maron 1970), p. lbO, tl ... otea in Markak1s, 
n.?, pp. 25r/-2ti8. I~SO see Un1 teg_~ta_t,.,s l1'or~&n fR..l1cx;_ 
(1971), A 1\eport of tile Secretary or state (Wasnington, 
1972), P• 181. · 

J~n American "rl ter, ~allerstein says tbat d.,. ring 
JB47-67 vSA gave aid worth 243.2 million dollars to 
incl..,.ding 6.9 million dollars 111111 tary aJ.d 10 L1,ber1a, 
~ 208.5 million aid. inclc..ding Y, 16.6 million mil1 tary 
a16 to Liberia, Where 1 t had dir-90 t interest. iie says 
tna t E tn1op 1a go t fJ 222. 3 mil .lion aid incl&.tding f; 124. 1 
mlllion wortn military a1d wnere u.&.A. QSd no d1r~t 
interest. Bt.tt \rie do not agree vltb. \1!allerstein•s 
pos1 t1on oeca\Ase 1f aid tigLtre is one ot toe paremeters 
to explain a super-po-wer• s in tereet, tne a1d f1g&.4 re in 
c~se ot Etru.op1a swggests a gmw1ng US interest 1n ~tnio-. 
pia. Secondly, a -&.rn1Q.teteatA..re of Jtmerican mll1 tary sid 
dL.ring 1946-67 is that Rtn1op1a was tue only African 
cown try wn1cil got tne largest emoun t of LS m1l1 tsry tdd. 
For detu.Us see Tables 2 en.d 3 1 Immanuel Wallerstein, 
"Africa, 1he united states and tne World Reonomy: The 
n1stor1cal .dss.es of .hwer1cr:.n Fbreign Pol1cyR1n Frederick. 8. 
Arkturst, .l:i,S PoJ..a.cx ~ani Ja.[r1.ca (P ra~ger PL.bliebars, 
New :to rk, 1975) , pp. 23-24. 
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J~ tea t1mot"'Y oet·ore tile iJS sene te Si.ib-commi ttee sbowa 

tnat Etw.opie 11as received at least ~131.5 mUlion in grsn ta 
22 

and ~-97. 2 million in loans f mm tile Un1 ted States up. to 1969. 

Jill tti1S amply sb,~s tbe massive a~ms build-up resorted 

1o by ti:£e l;n1ted States l:lnd llow tile United States b.ad a mili

tary dominance over Etbiop1a ftt~m 1953 up to 1970. 

Tile testimony before tile Senate Fbre1gn Relations Sub

committee pwblisned. in 1970 fwrtner revealed tnat tnere ned 

oeen a secret treaty between tile lin1 ted States and Etniopia 
23 

since 1960 !or LS St;ipport 10 th.e 40,ooo-man Ethiopian a:nuy. 

It also bacane known tnat since 1960, the iJSA tlad sent 

s .. personic Jet f1g.llters, bombs, £Cmun1 tion, etc., to tr1e 

it: tniop 1 an ro rces tO r .. se sg ains t E ri treen 1n ~ rg en ts. 1 t 

t.&ad else sent mili tery advisers 1D train Etbiopians in 

col.4nter-1nsurgency ~d stationed 31 200 American m1l1 tary 

personnel 1n Ethiopia 1D operate a se::ret electa:mic intelligence 

network tor mon.1 to ring aomrwn1catlon 'Wi tb.ln tbe Soviet Lnion. 

Tilis sbows tna t we main in ten tlon of tbe Un1 ted s ta tes was to 

prevent tbe vov1et ~nion !mm navir'!g any friendly relation 

Vi tb Etniopia. 

22. --zee'"'heirinisbifore the S1.4b-comm1 ttee on. Un1 ted states 
~ecw.~.-1 t reements atci Comm1tnents boroaa, 1 J'-ne 1970, 
P• 1909, QL-oted 1n 11ar akis, n. , P• •• 
1b.e r~ear.lngs revealed tnet since 1953 uSA had provided 

Etb1op1a wi tb ]&',153 million in m111 tary assistance. In l97l, 
tne LIS m111 tary aid was to ano'-ln t to ..Zl2 million ... two 
toirds of tile 1D tal m111 tarv aiel t) allocation to Africa. 
See, >warterlY, Econom!c Re!Jew, {Kenya, Uganda, 'P.tb1op1a, 
SomB11a}, London, no.l, t<larc:.b l97l, p. 13. 

23. lo1d., Also see M,r,!c§a_Rgrder, vol.9, no.3, ~lovemoer 
5-lB, 1970, p. 2663. 
Tne testimony revealed tnat oy tne agreement t.SA reaff.1naed. 
1 ts neon tinl.ling 1n teres t in tile st:~cur1 ty of Et.tl1op1a and 
its opposition to eny act1v1 ties tnreatening tne terri
torial in tegr1 ty .of 'Rtil1op1a". 
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Tile heavily censored testimony was taken in Jt..ne 1970 

6Tid revealed \tiltlt senator .fr4lbrigilt called nvery artft..l, 1!t 
24 

dep til conce8lment or wnat USA was doing in ~tbiot)iaR. By tile 

agreement ot 1960 v~A :restfil'med 1 ts oon tinl.41ng interest in 

tu.e secw ri ty ot F!tniopia S'ld 1 ts opposi tt.on 11) any ec t1 vi tes 

turea ten1ng tile terri tor18l in tegr1 ty of fStlliop1a. 1Ue L;ni ted 

;;;tates gave special place to Etn1op1a in us - P4'r1can relations 

b~awse of tue ll&ile Sel.asaie edministrst1on. .Accordi.,g tD 

,.\f'r1can Recoraer, tne testimony revealed me pervesive and 

&bversive eativi t1es resortea tD by tile Cn1 ted States, 
25 

eSJ)ec1ally 1 ts l'Ole in the abortive co~p or 1960 1n Etbiopia. 

,iowft..M e,jQ r. em 3 eg ts-Un...aa9 f!Sl RY u ~A 

I, SA nQlped to finance tne initial feas1b111 ty sb.u:iy ot· 

the giant I•incnaa water and po~er development sene:ne and 
26 

bydXOelAC trlc power plant complex on tills l'lver in 1970. 

ln 1971 l.i.iA pmm1s~d to f1n8nce bto major a,gricwl 'b.ara.l 

scnenes 1n r<;tn1op1a, one at /M:la district of -gttl1op1e, costJ.ng · 

p ~ 12 million, for a..1ld1n& of" roads, crop s torS&e facil1 tJ.es, 

~rov1s1on o£ c.red1 t md advisory services, ~pply of feJ"t111-

zers, o to.er at Sbasuaner'le d1str.t:t of ti!th1op1a costing 
2!i 

~ ~ 5.26 million. 

In .1972, t.;n1tea .:itates signed a loan agreement tor 

f. t:.: 34.5 million tl .finance agricu.lt.ral development scheDes 1n 
28 

~t.hiop1a. 
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i~ll tots sbowa 48ep JtQlerJ.oan 1nvolvemen t even in 

eoonomic field of Etn1op1a. 

ln 1973, Rtb1op1a bO"gh t US m111 tery equ1pmfin t to a 

total value ot .,&11 mU11on an.d received ,111.3 m11l.1on aa 
29 

m111 tery aid. 

It wea reported by lnst1gn 1!l'Pretlt New Delhi, 1n 1973 

tnat the ~tb1op1en Goveznmen t ul time te11 dec14ed to close tbe 
30 

American base at Ksnanew 1n the Aemera pft>v1nce tmr.a 19?41 

oec81.4se l\mence was L.&1ng tne base tor ita military 

adv&t'l tages against the SOviet Union and other HoDt co\lntr1es 

inclA.idin& Etb.1op1a. 

!lQlu' I !Pt .. Soy1t..t.UnJoo ... 

As eJ.ready statecl, · tlle Soviet Union cane in to prominence 

in tne Ho m of At 1"1 ce much 1a ter ·tban tba United s ta tes • 

. After tne Italian attack on Etnlople 1n 1934-35 when tile 

'&..& ropeen powers lUte G rest Br.t te1n, Fra'l ce, l tely tac1 tly 

ack.nowled•ed tbe I tal1an occu.pet1on of Etniop1a, "only tne 

Soviet Union adopted a, det1n1 te post t1on or principle on tbe 

G"'est1on of tne I talo-F.tb1op1an war, declaring ou tr1gnt tnat she 

stood tor the equality ~d 1nuepenc:lenee or Rtll1op1a and ttlat 

sbe COQld not support eny ac tton tne t tbe Leeg .. e ot N a tiona or 

an )'One of tb e cap i tat is t s ta tes m1gh t neva taken tb viols te UU s 
. 31 Union wen ted 

1ndep~dence and eqwe.li tyJ Tills wn4erl1ftea tne point that SovieJ;I 

29. see )~arte£l.x Eggngmic RUie! .. (Uganda, Etb1op1a, Somslia), 
no. 3, 1974, p. 13. 

30. 10.. Indian 8a>rtlit 13 Oc1D ber 1973. 

31. sae Endre Sik, l!J,& Bi§lQJX ot .. §l.tQ.k,&;rige ,(a&4epeat, 
1972), vol.21 p. 305. 
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an 1ndepen<ien t Etn1op1a t'ree tzow tne clt.i tabes or tne colonial 

po~ers. Soviet l..n1on was a menber of tne iob\.tr .Power a,qu1ry 

Commission wbich was set up to detel'Dl1ne tbe fu.U.re or 
~r1 trea. As noted, tile Commission made four recommendations: 

to dividfl Britrea uetween F.1il1op1a and S\.ldan, or tD ref4ltn it 

to Italy,or 1o grant full 1ndepenaence,or to nave wncond1t1onat 

wn1on w1 til Etbiopia. Tntt Federation of the Soviet Red cross 

and Red Half Moon Society established a 120-beci msp1 tal 1n 
32 

t>O<Us Ababa in l94?. 

In 1950 during tne debates in tbe General /~ss«nbly 

on tne 1'Ltb.re of Er1 tree, J~.rw.ttunian/ the represa, taUve of tit 

tne ~viet t.n1on, eopnas1~ed tnat tne .iov1et t.n1on nas co"sis

ten tly &ippo rted tne p ~ii>osal tba t F:ri trea soo"'ld oe gran ted: 

independence as all people possess a rignt to self-deter.»1na. 

t1on and na t1onel independence. 

Tn.e soviet delegate poin tea out tna t J.n considering 

t11e fate of T<'!r1 tree wldcn was one of tne fol'lner I tal1an 

colon1 es, tne ~.; n1 ted ::;; a tion s mws t take a dec1s1on wb.icn auo-..ld 

sat1st·y trie oes1re ot tne Er1 trean people tor freedom from 

oppression. u~ pointed ow t tnat tne argwmen t wsed ageinst 

tue p roposaJ. tnat r.:r1 tree sllowld be gren ted 1mllled1ate lndependa-.ce 

were· ttose made in defence of colonial syaten. As .for exEmple, 

tne colonial po"Wers arglied tuat ~r1trea was a backward area 

ana 111as not ready f'or independence, tnat an 1ndependQl t 

-----
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~:r1trea vot..lci not be able to enau·e its own economic develop. 

u.en t c.nd poli ti~.:al stabU1 ty. 1l1e 3ov1et 4elegate arg'-ed 

tnat a.J.l torei&n troops snowld oe w1 tbdrawn fQ>& ;:ri trea 

ueca..se tb.ey along ·•1 tn tne c:olon19l. po\utrs ilave petpetrated 

social and eacnomlc 9Jrglcitstion and OtJilression in id.trea and 

if r:r1 tree W~ld be laciaratefJ. ~1 til fi',t,td.opia, Ule latter Wl U.. 

its own shet~red economy mignt not be able to make Er1trea 

econoro 1c ally s eu: .a. ep enchJn t. 

'I4:~e Soviet p:ropos~U. provic.teu .f.or .1our.ediate 1ncepenuence 

of 1~r1 trea, to1' w1 toorawal or .orl t1sh occu;»ation o1· tmops 

w1 t.Aln uu•gg mon tns, and cor giVing Etlliop1a access 1D me 
33 

sea tnro...g-t.• tne port or 11esab. 

ln l943, tne zov1ot "nlon enc ~trd9p1a eJCCnsngecl notes 

regarding exct.ange of d1plomat1c relations. ln 1966 F.tn1op1a 

~a tt.e .... ovlet ~nton raised. tt.e1r diplomatic m1ss1ons to 

anuaesy level <:nd in 1959 11&1le Selassie vis1 ted tbe ~oviot 
34 

L n1on uul sign ed ooonom 1c end trade ag reemen ts. 

'Du~ maJor O'- tcome o.f' tne ~peror' s v1si t was tne grant-

1n6 to r: tn1op1s of o long- tel'tD c rooi t ot· ~100,ooo,ooo et a lOw 

ratg of 1n t~rest, wt.1cn wo~oold mable tt1e .:lov1@t ~n1on 1D rano.er 

~o.,omic end tecr..ni,:.:al. ala "1" tne .fo ~ ot s..-l'V~y work, tne 
............. ttl: ......... 

33. see v&'J.!I'&l ..;;.!§9.Pi?l 'N' w.Cf!c!~ i;l9co.rslL. fit th ~ essl.on, 
~lenary ~~,eet1ngs, vol. 1, l9 SeptQDoer- 15 Decema'3r 1950, 
new Yo r61 p. 536. 

34. ;99 ~ergi~s Vakobso,, ,. Ttle sovlet t;nion ~d Rtb!opie : 
1. ~ase of Trad1 Uon&l amaviowt"', 14'.! &3J!l!W •• Q£ e011 yc:s, 
vol. :ao, no. a, Jr.ly 1963, PP• 332-35. Also see, 
t.:;(r.1ca_l!!gesta vol. 7, no. 1, Septe:no~r .1959, p. 13. 
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~pply oi' eq..1pment £nd materiels and other ro:nna of economic 
35 

assistance." unaer tile terms of tile agreement i..f.:.lSlt was to 

-..nderteke an eJtt9'\sive geologi.cel survey of Etniopia for 
36 

minerals fl'l d cons t~ttc t gold mining and gold processing plat ts. 

Ttlere 11as a reluc tence in Rtb.lopian Ac:b1~1strat1ve e1 rcle to 

use Soviet aid. 

by 1962 only e tree t1on or toe 1959 cred1 t h.ad ac b.telly 

bGen used by t::til1op1a 1e., two million dollars in convertible 
37 

tne lack ot· Soviet 1nvolvenent in r.:tntopien aftairs. 

Ir: tue meenwuue, Etn.1opia Vias assisted by ttle ~ov1et 

Ltnion 1n tne w1ld1na of En oil refinery at Assab and the 

tecnn1c8l college at iiBller liar. 

~11e.Se1u16e• ..§. V1s1 t .!Q_§gx~e~l:Ln1gn in 19§7 
!Qd l97Q... 

Fmperor haile Selassie age1n v1s1 ted Soviet t.1111on in 

1967. Speaking at e receptlon in tne KrEmlin, on ~ Feol\aary, 

~pemr said: 

11 1 \J;&nt to aapbastze my desire for W.e bl'Oadest possible 

fl\.1 trul cooperation between owr two COi.lntrtes. T.t1e ass1st~ce 
uas 

tne LSSR t:.as given F.th1op1a in raisin& liv1ng startdards.}f,, 

'!u.e '~"41pel\:)r referred to tile c11 refinery in .t:.ssaD, tne 

teciln1cal. college at Banar J.; ar ana tn.e i>oviet tosp1 tal in 

.haais Ababa as wortny examples or cooperation. 

- -35. See Vakobson, n.34, P• 335. 
36. See i\!:J1ca 1)1&es.L, vol. 7, no.6, Jwne 1960, P• 189. 
37. ~ee n. 35.~ 
30. See NmN Times.a. no. 11, 15 Marcil 1967, P• 2. 
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Tne Join t commun.i qw e ai' ter tAle tEaks stat~ ttla t a 

delegation of Soviet experts wowld v1s1 t Rtniop1a to explore 

opportwn1 t1ea for extending trade ana otiler fot'ms of economic 

cooperation. No reference was made in tne conunu.n1qt.te to tbe 

wnu t111aed economic aid given in 3959. 

Flnp&.:ror iia1le selassie ega1n v1s1 ted .;..oviet t.n.1on 1n 

l970. he recalled tile cov1et role in nelping Ethiopia againet 

I ta1.1a"t aggression 1!'1 the Leagwe ot Nations in 1935-36." At 

tnat ·ttme, tne imperialists pow era ·wan tea to des tlQy Etniopie' s 

.freedom, but tile .:iov1etLn1on, represented in tile League of 
39 

tlat1ona by ltore1gn !41n1ster Max1m L1 tv1nov, cond@Dned tn&n." 

ln those days tne Soviet Ln1on resct.~ed ~tb1op1a in ttle Leag~e 

or ttat1ons in defence of its 1ndepenoenee, ana d«Umded eet1on 

against tne aggressor. It 1"1n8lly persuaded the Leag'-'e fJl 

· edop t a decision on ee:onomic sane t1ons agalns t tescis t I tely • 

..tl.t .Britain and l•ra,ce, wno were tilen tr.v1na: to persuade 

i-1ussolin1 in 1D agreeini to partl t1on1ng Rtbiopia, prevented 

me s m c t1on s t 10m being 1wpl em en ted CJ"t d 'bit.lS helped the 

lJ;aJ.1ans tD con Q-6 er ·tne cown try. 

No new agreement was signed during eupemr' s v1s1 t 1n 

1970. b.it it is \.iinderstood t.bat tne visit was utilised to 

explS1n 1D Soviet leaders the Etb1op1an positlon on Somalia 

raised border con.fl1e t oeo&~.se Soviet t.n1on was gett1ng closer 

to Sowel1a end tue emperor wan tea en asSt.& renee .rrom Soviet 
..... _ .... 
39. see !l !"'!. T1mJ!.,!, no. 231 9 J&.tne, 1970, p. 16. 
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union for diss&.&aains Somalia i'XOJl la.mi:W.ng any m111 tarv 

attack on 'Rtn1op1a. ~Accoraing to available records, tr•~?re 

was no ann~a conflict betwe~ Ftn1opla and Somalia di.t1·1,1.( 

the poriod ot· best relution between SOwal1a O'td ~ov1et l.n1on. 

ln sp1 te of ruassi.ve economic W.d ~rtu 240 m11110'1 

dollars given by uni ted s ta tgs .ro r various p 1ti Jec ts like 

j'incbaa 1rr1gat1on pl\l Jec t and nydro elec tria power pl~ t, 

~Lajor agric~o~l t... ral SCliQDes along wi til creoi t .fac111 tJ.es for 

SwtJply of fertiliser, in Ada and Stlashanene a1str1c tsof 

~tulop1a and t·or 1nfrastr...cb.i:ral developm~ t 1n Rtnlopia no 

real development tDok place 1n Rtcd.op1a ~-no it 1s strat1ge tnat 

1r.sp1 te of tne massive economic aid ·r; b:dopie l"EUHJi..,~d oecttval'd 

and poor. 

'ila...s ca.wring tue 1954-73 period, 'Wtlere&s tne ~ov1et 

L.nion gave F!tn1op1a economic aid "Wortb lcs million ~S dollars, 

tt&e t..ni t~d :.itates gave 249 million ~S. dollars. J"S regards 

m111 tary aid, tue tD tel for t.L;.e vn 1 tad .;) ta tes was 20'0 m.1llion 
40 

i.JS dollars, wnile tne ;;;:ov1et co~ tria.. tion was neil1gibla. 

Tnis snows tnat a .. ring ti&e 1954-?3 i;eriod, ootc~ mUitary ana. 

economic td.ci given by toe li"t1 ted s mtes 1D Etm.op1a \ties far 

a.ore tna,., tnat given oy tne wov1et \Jnion. f,Jo vender tbat 

tne dominating 1nfl"'ence was tr.tat of tne L.n1 ted .::.. tates. 

4D. zee-"Taole ?.5 in tue .t1111tery ..>aJ.ance 1973-74 (LondoTt). 
'Ih9 I" tematJ.ona.l I~st1 ~t~ for ...ttrateg1Q St..dies, 1973}, 
~o tea 11'1 !(W.o~sst. ms!...!:'gyiet A·•49.-1!l-~.!.t. ea. v,nrren 
h '!in ;;; t9in; (~ raeg gr tJu blic o t1on) N ~ l:o rk, \lq:1stang ton t 
l975) ' ~p. 193-94. 
'kd~St~rn powers like l,..j.i~, or1ta1n, t<.~st G91UiflnYt gave 
mU1tary aio to ~tn1o:..t1a in million dollars wortn 1.1 1n 
l.il52, 3.0 in 1953, 3.0 1n 1954, a.o 1 .... , 1956, 6.~ in 1957, 

(con td. ••• ) 
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Secondly, whereas tne Sov1et i.ln1on u1d not exert 8/ty 

pres&Ltre on Etn1op1a regalti1rl& latter's relat.\ons w1 til o tiler 

cown tries, tlle lJn1ted ~ tates - .-;:th1op1a treaty agreem~ tot 

l960 1opl1c1 tl.y prtiv1ded tnat Btl4op1e snowld not give any 

m111 tary tac111 ty to any foreign country except tbe· vn1 ted 

4* States, 1n Ethiopia. 

,;o~ ;.;1u SlOB 

1ho main isswe of discussion in tbis cnap ter relates 

to the 101e of tae \;n1 tea ..t.tates and Soviet Union in F.ti:d.op1a 

dwring 1950-73. vioi.r d1sc~ss1on sbows that these pow~rs cane 

in to tile arena of E tblot>1an atCe1rs to influertcft policy 

matters, ta..s replacing tile fo:aner colonial powers like Italy • 

.uri taiY'! and 1- ranee. 

As at ally to me .for.ner colonial powers, end w1 tn tn~ 

avowed obJee t ot •con ta1n1ng comm"'n1sm • .t"l.menc:a 1n tl\ided in 1D 

Rtniot'la 1n tne 1950s to sec"'re a military tootnolo 1n tt1e 

1\ah~ew base. 1 t gave a large anown t ot' m111 tar.v and. econom1<: 

aid to ?. tn1op1a, as egains t very l!$1 tea economic aid g1 ven by 

tlie .:.ovi et union. 

4D. (con te •• ) 7.8 in J968, 6.9 1n 1959 1 9.3 in .1960, 14.6 
1n 1961, 14.9 in 1962, 12.0 1n 19631 10. S in .1964, 12.1 
1n 1365, 12.5 in 1966, 15.0 1n .1967, 9.8 in 1968. 
see Sl~!il. X ear !12S6.of' borld .tt.lm!!H!l y arJCi &4JBJ:m!m~ 
A.a§al'ZQ..r (Sweden), pp. 284-85. Tl.ts allOws tne enoaAous 
QmO'-oin t 01' gren. ts given by the hostem powers to F.tJUopiO 
frOin .1952 onwards. 

~· Ib14. 
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\.\e t1ave also seen tnat tue Ln1 tea .;;tates secrqtly con

Cl'-4d~4 tree ty ag.ref:\'L en ts 1n 1960 w1 th 1'! tniop1a g\.1 eran t~e1ng 

1 t svec1 ttl pro tee tion s&ains t to reign attaais. 'lhA exJ.s te-tce 

or ttle treaty cane in to l1mal1gnt only in 1970. 

tu9 atti b.ide ot tne ~Jn1 ted States towards tue Ogeoen 

md F.r1 trean p roblens d4.1ring tne 1950-73 per1od was tavo~rable 

towards Rtniopia 1" tt1e sense tnat 1 t &11 along ma.1n tained 
• 

tr.tat me oo-..ndaries end tern torJ.es 1nberited fmm 'b1e colonial 

period stla~ld not oe disturbed. ".lbus, me vn1 ted states d1a 

not support Somalia to re1se arty d1apwte wi ta ~tn10i11a on 

tile Ogaden 1sswe nor did it swpport tne T.ir1 treen secessionists 

wr.J.cu iH~s ueen revealed from tile t'ac t tua t 1n tue secret 

~no ers tandirtg whicu '-'ni ted s tatesa tlad w1 tn ~m6.11e, Somalia 

pl eagec no t to tlave eny prop ag mda aga1ns t the t-.trr1 to r1 es of 

1 ts neignbow rs. a. t ~om alia attac&ed liMy a and ~tb1op1a in 

l963-64 1nsp1 te of Somali esS\4rance tD \.rn1 ted States. v~. 

--6-Q.. m"'-"'l~bA -Q. 
posi Uon on ;:.omal1a._Etidop1a border confllc t nad a 1ftr.lfl e~~ 

change after tne l974 ~tiliopian revol.,. tlon. Tn.e ~s startlld 

Swpporting ~oma11a on vgad.en 9'1d Eri treen 1;ssues. ~ov1ot 

role in Etniopia dwr1ng tile 1950-73 period was very negligible. 

i:m~rica a.pported tue pl'Oposal ot creation or a teaeratioY'! 

oe!tween '1.til1opia and Rr1 trea cUsregard1ng the plea ot' soc1alis t 

cowntries llke Soviet Ln1on wno s~pportad tile proposal c9ll1ng 

for independence of r.iritrea. 

'l't .. e voviet vn1on supported 1ndf\l endenee tor 1;;tillop1a in 

tne Leagwe ot· ~lat1on.s in 1934·35 wtlen !"i!tn1cp1a -was attacked by 
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I. taly. 'lhe colonia~ powers 'l1k.e an ta1n, F'ranee tacitly 

acamowleaged 1 telien occ"-petion or t~tu1oi)1a. tNnen uaile 

O:::;elassle, the emperor ot' 'Rtlliop1e v1s1 ted ~oviet vn1on in 

1959, l9G?, ne eoncl"'deci aare~9nts provldng for Soviet econo

mic a1d and expert knowledge 1n 1rr1gat1on pmJec ts, oil and 

mineral. s .. rvey sctu!mes, bw t a snell anoun t ot aid. was 

actw8lly wsed by Etniop1a. 

ln tnis cnap ter we nave noticed a dranat1c c.nange in 

ttle att1 tude ot two powers. The Soviet union supported 

independence ot Eritrea and P.mel'ica ~pported federation 

oe tween F.tn1op4a and Bri tree during ua11e Selassie regime. 

In tne post- revolu tionar.v period, we find tna t tile roles were 

reversecl. Now, Soviet wn1on aapports Br1 trean-Etniopian 

federation w1 tb a. tonomy 1111hUe t-.mer1ca indirectLy swpports 

ttle independence of F.r1 trea tnro~gb tile Arabs. 





1974 ":.Tnlvrl~.:.J a-r:v"L"' '11\J,.;; .... ·if) .;u;.._.,~;":: Ii" 
:;.-l.r C' l:.n .. :;;~ :r. Kl\ A '11'1 'R., i,;·1•: '!U l'!lil TH'i!.i.,. .? F.U at~.:-\ 

'!ne 1374 i·ebrt-l:.lry .tHWol"" tion o;~~ed e n~ c.tlap tii!U" in 

t.~e jlistory or t(ti&.loJ:~1a. Tti9r~t·c;,re, \<.'& iiave tBk@n 1974 as tile 

s tarU"'\6 year 01' o~ r ti1ssertaUon. 

ss1ve s.1ste.n \Htl.cn ~as baln& !l~&deo by noulllty a,a; s.,.pportea 

oy "!ties tem po\-;~t·s partta._l~u1y trmertca. ., 'Iillf) revol\.o t1on 1n tl"U

d ... ced new meas..res 91<1 ueg~ a process or cnfing~ 1n 1!1: t~rnal 
,, 

as "Wel.l as ~.x.t~H"'1bJ. ?Cl1clns. 'inn 1tr.med.1ate eoonom1c ga1!'S 

1ncl'-oe 1~4 r~t·or.ns, na.UonaJ.UGtlo!l or ~rtH.n pl'Opl,l!rty, 

banks, 1ns~r£1'1ce, lnd.~s tnal \.on1 ts, transport an<l. ;>Ower, 

org&n1Zat1on or rural artd t.. l'bBn pOOpl~ 11'! S9lf- a<n1n1ster1ng 

unl ts, l&y1"lg O'-t r econo-mic pol ley and setting t..p or a p rov1-

s1o"'!al mass org&tl~atlon, J.a.ncn1n6 or tr.e nat1o.,el \\'Ork 
l 

cai.~pa1gn, ch'3v~lot)men t Ull'Ot.ogi1 cocper.atlves." 

~ti & cn.sooe agelns t .1:ty9r1B11sn, colon1aJ.lsm ano !"!90· 

eoJ.on1&J.1sm. 1t..:.e progra:nme 1ncl"-a~ .:l0mpl~t10!'i o1' a '''H:.t1onal 

detWcrattc revol ... tJ.on '-nder tne ;.~rovlslonal ;·1111tary A.t.im1"l1s-
2 

trauve ,.;o"'ncll. lt•e maln poln ts or tile p rogrE~rune are as 

l'olJ.ows. 

1: '::tti7i""'vijay-:i~t.a, f' 'lhe li:t.n1op1~ nevo1u non's l.#a..ses ~d 
t"~&..l ts", ..1!Jd1a ~wer.te>:.fl..L(:;ev; velt"4), vol. 34, no. 2, 
i.p r1l-J~.ne 1978, ~· 166. 

2. .:.ee ,, ~g~Q.FL-~~ ..!l t.. s t !,.; ~ §9. Q r til~ l': !-taloyi§:? ? !&Jl P!, ;_£~ 
z.: qssa~e. ff.Q!n-~ .B.mad.Ji.aS§~_ol' ~·~~~- !Q .. tn~ t'!QfU'.ft:. 
G§i.Jj) ,E).Q, ¥~oct:etlc t·orc~s of ~J.e_\'~o,rjhi_~P,.!J.l;oo£' ... ~!.'if~ 
l2.Yi'J&. ~'-D.t11 ~,~, (iSerhanena .:ala:IJ ~ r1"' ti~g ? ress;, 
PP• 9-10. 
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1. 1b complete11 abol.1sb teud.8l1em, 1:mper1a
l1sm end ~reeuorat.tc cap1 talisn flt)m 
ltbiop1a Enc:l wi ttl me Un1 tecl etfo rt of 
81.1 an tl•feuda~ end ert t1..r1mpe1'1el1s t 
forces, 1D build e nev Etiliopie by lapng 
e stronger toundatlon for tb.e trans1 tt.on 
to SOC18l.1em. 

2. 1'bwards tois end, \.i.nder tbe leaaersh1p 
ot tne working class, on tlle basis of the 
worker-peasant e111ance a-1<1 in collabora. 
t1on w1 th tne petty- bOt.~ rg eo is en4 o the r 
en ti-t a. del end en t1-1mper1el1s t forces, 
to establish a people's democratic Np\4b
lic 1n 'Wbich tne freedom, eq'-lali t,, un1 t,y 
end prosper1 ty of the 'Etbiopien people 
is ensured, in wh1cb aelt-governmen t at 
d1tteren t level is exercised Q>ld whicn 
a.llows tor tlle uncon.di. tlonal exercise 
of bl.imen t:nd 4enocret1c rights. 3 

Some ot the sp ec1t1 c poin ts of the P JOg r~ e emp ba61ze 

recognition of .. tile e""al1ty mti '-ln1ty or Etb1op1a*s 

net1onel1 ttes in accordance with tb.e ap1r1 t of soc1a.l1sm 

met to prep are tnen for self-aetezm1nat1Qn by encourag1ng 
4 

tilan to forge a oommon front against tbeir enem1esn, and to 

guide Etbiopia•s foreign policy in accordancewitb: the pr1nc1ples 
5 -

of non- al1gnmen t" end "to create a. bn1 ted front w1 tn ell 

progressive forces dedicate<~ t> tne struggle against 1mper1a. 

1 1 . "1 It 6 . l an, neo-colon1el em anel. rae an • 

--
3. Ibid., P• 9. 

4. Ibid. 

s. Ib14., P• 10. 

s. lb14. 
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Tnls announcem6n t very much angered tbe United ~ tates 

wnlcu wan tea tba t ~tblop1a Sbo\11<1 rl!!iT.Hii1n t.tnaer 1 ts sphere 

o.t· 1ntlt& en ce. .~ t tile new E tf•lop len gov ernmen t resolved to 

tight a.ga1ns t 1mper16l1s t, racialist, neo-colon1al1s t forces, 

it> follow a socialist patb ot clevelopment, to d1sman tae 

foreign m111 tary bases fl'Om gtb1op1a, and 1D 1"ollOW a non

allgned rorelgn policy. llle att1 tude or tile lin1 tea ~tstes 

gra<Nally tlardenGd as Ktnlop1e rer"'sed U. 8dop t a pro-Ves ten"~ 

stance llke tile t~omer hail a 3eless1e regime 1n .1 ts internal. 

t:nd i"or&ign pol1cy orten tat1on. 

'lhe att1 to. de or Un1 ted States towards the OgadA!'l wer 

or 1977 and 1 ts msnoa..vri,-,g Slo"g w1 til Arab Stat~s and 

Somal1a egains t t~ th1op1e will be discussed in the ne.xt 

chapter. 

In this chapter, we shall diset..ss tow tbe 4..n1 ted 

~tates, wld.eb was earlier sv.pport1ng tne '8th1op1en r~g1m~ 1n 

cn.shlng til& ti:rltrean secessionist movEm~ t, now manoSI.ivred 

and tnw.s ir!dlrectl.y S'-ipported the !<:r1 traan secessionists and 

1nst1t;eted ::.om alia ~<l o tner Arab cx:~t .. n tries against tr•e 

~tn1op.1art ~ocia].1st government. we Will alSO diSCl..SS llo'W 

tn.e So v1 e t ~ nion crumg eo 1 ts post tion r rom Si.ippo r ting tile 

'C!ri trean SP.J.f-detenn1nat1on to 8W fonomy Wi tili!'! ~th1op1a. 

\·. e tlave a1 ready traced the o r1g1n of the t:rl treen 

p roblttu and tried to silow that Er1 tr9& is a part oJ.' ~ thiopia 

~d met tr;.e secess1on.1stmovEment is being conduct'!d oy & 

w1nor1 ty in connivance wi tn 1\rab powers end Somalia. 
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lt is necessary to stress nere that toe n6tt.onal 

m1nor1 t.1es in ~tn1op1s were severely o~pressea ana tne1r 

riguts trodden i.lnder foot by tile aaue ~elass1e regime. There

tore, wn til tile overturow or iiail.e .,eJ.ass1e, tt.t.e ~r1 trean 

mov«nen t .a ad a popi.tl ar and democ ra tJ. c oon tent. a. t once toe 

'Rtniopian peoples' revol~ tion ·took plece, the s1 b..ation ettanged 

radically. ~hat was on.ce a progressive movenen t now em1o1 ted 

a reactionary tend81cy. In the concrete field of .._ni ty 

es t&bl1sned by tue oppressed Ethiop18!1 masses U> des tmy t:Ge 

old sys tQJi or e~lo1 tat1on and domination and to create 

jointly a society free fxom eXploitation, o~press1on and 

dom1nat1on, a society or common welfare, economic advance

men t, peace md sol1dari ty, wllere elass unity p reva1ls, a 

d1 v1s1 ve and secessionist moveuen t is very ilaltllf\.ll. It .has 

also to be stressed tnat 9l'ty eff'ortmade to preve,t tbeLtnity 

or e~lo1 ted classes 1n tne1r f'u twre exercise of power helps 

tb.a enemies or tnese sane classes, 1. e., tne 1mpel"1~1sts 

and ti1e n so- colonial. is ts. 

l twas observed that after tile overthrow of beile 

Selass1e, tt.e traditional rationale ror liS m111 tary aid to 

~tniopia disB;)peared since Ethiopia's "moderate leaaersblp" 
7 

in i.fncan affairs co~lci not be expected. 1:ois a4ay 1mt>l.V 

tnat toe i.,mi ted states was annoyed becSMse Et.Uiopia aciop too 
a revolu t1onary epproach and refLAaed to accept i.Ja epproeeb 

in foreign end domesUa policy matters. 

?: H1ci;.a'idilissell, rtliefl&atl.ons on tile (.warter', \UJ21s (New 
York), vol. 21, no. 4, \~.inter 1978, p. 658. 
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Ll,:i &?•.LJ.D. EJi.!fee 

(m 21 fata\.tary l97St it wes reported tilat ~tbi.op1a's 

military government had reqwestea. the i.,n1 ted States 1o &ipply 

_ ~30 million worth of arsns end anmwnition tD !ignt secessio!tist 

g .. errilles 1n ~ri trea md tbat t.ne United .:. tates had accepted 
8 

me req~.&est. 'lbis may imply mat the i,;ni tee ~tates seQlled 

tb be very eager 1b regain tile 1nfll.tence it ned ®ring the 

haile Selassie regime, when by the secret treaty agreement 

1 t bad a special place in us-THtdopian relet1ons and enjoyed 

ru111 tary base .rac111 t1es at Kegnew. 

l t was r"'rtner r·et>orted fAat. lnJavy fignt1.ng nad broken 

Oi.l tin several areas of tt.rltrea 1n r·ebruary .1975 as govem

mAnt tl'OOLJS, using l~mer1can-bu11 t Jets, ett&CiteCI guerr111a 

strongoolds 8lor16 the D:) ads leaaln.g to ttle p rov1n c1a1 cap1 tel 
9 

o1· Asmara. '1b1s shows that gradually lGerlcan so~.trces were 

giving more and. more coveragtt to the Rr1 tr~en secessionist 

movanen t Wh1cb tney na<J never done dwr1ng tne us,Ue ~~1ass1e 

reg1m~. ur course, the Un1 ted ~ tetes seemed to bEJ1~e d1la:nma 

whether to support tile new soa1a11s t regime or sw1 teh over 

to f!nco.,.rage 'Zr1treen secessionist movement. 

lt :was reported tb.at a guerrilla attaell on an s:.tuer1can 

telecommunlcatlon base near J\smara led 1o 1ne annowncemen t 

1n ::tep temoer l975 by bead or tt: tnlopisn government General 
lO 

Taf~r1 3an te 1b order 1 ts cloaare. TDis gave a blow to 
·--. 

8. ~rn,ga Res;;gmer.._ vo1. 14, no. s, 12-25 i-1 arcn, l975, 
P• 3933. 

9. o;.,eJ:d!!Q, 22 .Febrw ary 1975. 

10. ~araisn, 15 Jep tenber 1975. 
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military tecU1 Ues wilicb. the lJSA was enjoying in Etniopie 

a,-,d 1 ts plB1'1.s for ru t..re dominance over Rtn1op1e. 

It wes rflpo rted tila t the abcluc t1on of trio Arner1can 

servicanen from tne Kagngw (Asmara) Comm~n1cat1on Centre by 

tne Rr1 treon L1berat1on li'ron t · {ELF) was a eala.lated move 

1D oompel Wasnington to cnange its policy of support for 
12 

Rtn1op1a. Tn1s m1gbt nave very mueb. enbarrassed toe United 

.;;; tates whicn wan ted to dominate bo tn tne new Rtn1op1an 

govel"'!ment end also tile Er1 treen secessionists. 

1ne vS poli.cy seemed to be vac111at1,.,g 1n tne ser,se 

tnat it was not able tD bacls. tne military n.lers _,artJ.y 

beca.se tney -were leaning 1D tne "left", ana partLy becQl.ise 

S4cb backing would nave "alienated it from tne Arab statestt 
13 

will en were openly ravowr.i.n.g tbe secessionists. F\.trtner, 

as tb.e aoove reports soow, tne Lln1 ted. States CO\.tld not fl. rn 

its back on the military gove~ent e1mer, as 1t feared 

tnat swell a. move would make tn9ll look tor •assistance trom 

tile Soviet Union• end at the sane ttme, tne vs was "wo r1'1ed" 

about F:W.Opia• s secur1 ty and crippling ecO!lomy ln tne race 
14 

of aecess1on1st pl'Obl.f!ll. Ttds Stlo'MS tile dO~.t.ble.daQl1ng 

------
11. Omitted in tne t~xt. 

12. See Uolin Legum, •New <;ompl1cat1o~s in Rtn1op1e••, tsurU. 
t>aZ.f!!' Patri&a (~8la. tta), 24 ~·ep tanbar 1975. 

13. ~~ pi' lnd1a (l.t9ln1), 1B Sep tflllber l97ti. Also see 
Edward Ste1 ts, l!l! !R rn .. or h1'r1aa, .Bo ygj;, l,an! t@d ~en1ces 
lns:tl'sta and et:a§~U!s .. L:ef:enge Year Wok.Ja?§/791 
(l.onaon JBid), P• 132. ~ 

14: loid. 
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,policy or th.!!t Un1 ted Stat~s to J.i.qep oo th ~;:tb1op1a anct tile 

Kri tre:en saeess1on1s ts wnaqr 1 ts dom1rH.m<ut, as Am~r1ca wes 

st•re1d of e possible Sov1~t et"Cort 1b perswada tbe ;~arxS.st 

t'actions 1n bo tb tne ~tb1op1en govemmen t ~4 tne l::LF 1D work. 

ol.lt a peseert.l compft)mlse solw tlon. or tne t~rt trean pn>bla:n. 

On 21 .:~prU 19761 tbe t?;Ul1op1an E$OVtJ~men t 1ss&.ed e 

detailed pol1 tJ.cel progranme neralding a PEOple's Democratic 
15 

H9p\.obl1c mel tne spreading or soe1el1st pfl1losopny. 

1be progt-Qll~G on naUonel d~JtOcreuc revolu tton lncl~dec.l 

regional au toncmy ror var1o .. e net1on~l1 ties, partle\.\lal'ly 

t'or "f'jrl treens. It prom1sec:.t economic t:n'ld soc1el dev~lopmen t 

or all r~g1ons or Etn1op1e 1ncltatiing t!rl tree. 

1 n a 11 ay Dey sp eecn ~ ttl1op 1 en llri g a41 er-G~e r&l s t& ted 

tnat the r1gll.t or eecn ~at1onel1ty to e-rc1se reg1onel 

sw tonomy by using 1 ts own leng"ege end electing 1 ts own 

local sdm1n1stra1ors was applicable to all parts o.t· !<!tn1op1a 

and was tile bas1s ror the solution to tne problen 1n 
16 

t>:r1 trea. 'Jllls once age1n re1 teratf!!O ttH~ s1"cer1 ty ot· tt.1e 

t': Ullop 18!1 government to s~k e sol-.. tion or tb.e 1\!rl trean 

problem. 

'll.H~ Provisional ~ilitary i"41lin1strat1ve t;o-..ncil{?MA¥) 

or ~tbiopla a''H'lOwncecs a n1n&.po1nt peace programme 011 

15. i 1:!}'1Ca:!..ttegqrger, vol. 15, no. 11, 20 i-\ay- 2 June 
1976, p. 4255. 

16. r;ee Kees1ng's ..;gnttQlgor~rx ar.sru.x.e§.a. vol. 22, 27 Aug.._st 
1976, p. 219]3. 
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16 May 1976 mel 1nv1 ted tile segerat:Let forces 1D a 418logue 

to solve tne Eritrean pJObltm peacetwlly ~cl democrat1celly 

according to tne progranme ot the N&tl.on.al De:Qocratic 
17 

Rewll.j t1on. 

The N in e-fo 1n t Peace P 108 r-m e an no uno ed by tile PM AC 

ot Etaiopia 1n Me7 1976 reetta: 

l. Tile anomalies wnioh bad eus ted before 
Will be Cbne IN8f Vi tb srtd tbe people cr 
of tne Eri trean Administrative Region 
w111, in e new sp1r1 t and in cooperation 
ana c:ollaboratt.on wi tb. the rest or tne 
8tb1op1an people, nave tu.ll part1c1pa... 
t1on in tile pol1 tical, emnomic en.d 
soc18l life or the a:>un try. 1bey will 
1n part.t.cLLlar play their !t4ll :ole in 
tne struggle tD estebl1$h tbe People's 
DaDoorats.c Repwblic in accordence w1 ttl 
w tne P zog reasm e ot tile Ethiopian N a t1.onal. 
Daaocrat1c Revolu tton. 

2. The r:tOgranme of tbe Ethiopian !lat1onal 
D«nocrat1c Revolution has affirmed t.nat 
tile r1ab.t or lelf-detel'U11nat1on ot 
nation eli t1es can b8 guaren teed: tnrough 
regionel ""'1Dnomy wbicb takes d\le ecc.:n,,tn t 
of objective reaJ.1t1ea prevailing in 
Etb1op1a, ner surm ... nd1n&s and in tbe 
world at large. 1b translate thla intD 
deeds, tb.e tovernment will study eecb 
ot the region a or tbe eoun try, tne his-
tory end interact1ons of tile nettoneli t1ea 
1nhab1 t1n& tnem, tbe1 r geogrspb1c post
tion s, economic s tru c ili res snd their 

17. See, n.2, p. 13. 
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Si.i1 tab111 ty tor devel.opmen t and adm1n1s
trat1on. After· taking tnese 1n f» consi
deration, tne covernment Will ot an app10p
r1ate Ume preaflr't t to tne people ·the 
ro nne t of tne regions ·ttl& t can exla t J.n · 
tne tu tare. The en tire Btbiopian people 

·wul tnen 4emocretlo&ll7 discuss tbe 1e8Lle 
at vartou s 1 evel a end decide upon 1 t 
tnenselves. 

3. Having realise~ ttle d1tt1~l t1es eld.e Ung 
1n tbe .A4m1n1stret1ve Region ot Er1 trea 
end tne ursency ot overcom1n& than, and 
in o.rder to epplJ 1n pr$ctlce tne rlgnt 
ot selt-4etetm1natton of nat1ona11tt.es 
on a p r1o r1 ty basis, tne P rov1s1onal 
M111 tary Govel'nmen t is prepared tD dis-
~ss and exchange news W1tb the progressive 
gl'OYpS end orgenisattons 1n Er1 trea Which 
are not ln coll\i sion w:l tb feud8l1e ts, 
reactionary torces and 1mperial1sta. 

4. 'lbo gove:mmen t W1ll gi,ve 1\.tll 11.1ppo.rt to 
progressives in the Br1trean A4m1n1atrauve 
Region wt» v1111 1n collaboration v1 tb 
Progressives in tile rest o.t' Rth1op1a end 
on the oasis ot tne ·pmgre:nme of the 
Rtb1op1en Net1on•l Democratic Bdolu t1on, 
G!'Hieavou r to arouse; organise and lead 
tile work1na maaaes of tne region 1n tile 
struggle egainat tile tbree enemies ot tbe 
Etb1op1an people • ta.a4141an, ou.reeuora ttc 
cep1 te.1.1sm a'l4. 1mpartal1sm • and tbereby 
promote tne a.tn1 t.Y ot tb.e opp resseci classes 
ot R tb1op1e. 

s. Tt.te Government will give 811 necessary 
assistance to those Rtb1op1ana wnol 
bec&Llse ot the lone lack. ot peace n tne 
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tb.e Eri trean Adm1'11strat1ve Region, .taave 
been in extle in neigilbouring co~n tries 
en4 1n !ar .. off ~lien lmd.s so tbat they 
m ey1 as ot today, return 1n tne1 r own 
country. 

6. Tne Govemmen t will mtik.e a ep ec1al. etto rt 
1n rellnbUi tat1n& those lttb1op1ens wm 
m1gilt have lost tb.eir pzoperty becawse ot 
the adverse eondi tlon s the t .bact ex1s ted. 

· All tbose wbo nave been diSlocated tmm 
Jobs, on4 education as a result of tile 
existtng probl~ vUl be enabled 1D ova11 
tnetnselves ot tb.e tmploJII)ent and educa.. 
t1onel oppo rtun1 ties w111 en E thiop1c C$n 
otter 1n any or tne reaions. 

7. People -who have lH~Br~ im.p r1 sen ed es a reS\.ll t 
or tile enstlrt.g problem will oe reJ.easoa. 
The cases ot t.bo se voo have bem son ten CQd 
1D lite imprisonment or deatb. will be 
carefully exQnlned e1a reviewed as soon &s 
peaceful conditions are res'IX)red en~1 on 
ttu~ basis or their offences, ~ey wul 
e1 tner receive reduced prison tel'bls or be 
a]. together relt.uteed. 

8. Tile state or auergency wUl be lifted es 
eoon es tilt maJor decisions begin to oe 
itApleuert ted encl peace 1s guaren teed 1n tile 
Br1 trean Adm1n1strat1ve Region. 

9. A Special ~ommiselon f!!!'l tru.sted w1 ttl tile task 
ot ensuring tbe 1mpleen tat1on ot decisions 
5 1D "1 atxave w1ll be eatebl1sbed b7 p~ttclana... 
t1on. 18 

1hws, tbo Nine-Po1n t Peace Programme announced by 

tile Rtb1op1en Q)vernment enunciated w1de.rang1n& retorm 

18. l. aiel. , pp. 14-16. 
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pmgramm~s !'or a peaceful &n4 constl\icttve 80liitlon or tile 

~r1 trean p 1\lbl.em and ror leading ·to aoclo- &conom1c develop

m.an t of ~r1 trea. Sov18t Union· agreed 1D tne proposal or 

giving regional Bt.i tonomy to ~1"1 t.ree w1 tnln tbe l"eder&tlon or 

Rtidopla becaaaa 1t met 1ts I'OQ\t1t"em""t 1n me 11gttt or tile 

suove r:1ne.?oi""t t>eace P rogr001me. Later, tt1e PMt">C establ1sllect 

a spectaJ. commlsslon 1D 1mplenen t !~lne Po1n t it rogranme w t 
tbe separatist •lem~:W~ts and tile nost1le ne1gllb0t...l'.lng rorces 

sabO tag&d tl4e 1n1 ttattve wnen tbey reerea res toratlo!!. or 
l9 

stab111 t1,. 'lbla allow& tnat Sn sp1 te ot efforts by the ?MAt: 

tbe secessionists were not conceft'led wttil tb.e freedom, well

being a1d equ9l1 tv of fl:rl tr_eens w t were balp1rg tne ln teree te 
20 

or 1mper1aJ.1s ts and reactlona:ry Arab regimes. Tnls mlgnt 

bsvo made the Un1 ted ~ tates nappy as 1 t wes 41spleased w1 th 

the non-aligned end soc1al1st policies or t1:1e 'Stb1op1en 

govarnmen t. 

'lbe Etb1op1en IOOi&llst govemment nas r~eatecny 

appealed to &11 tne ~r1 trean sac&ss1on1et gm~ps, not to be 

swayea by me conservauve .,d tr841 t1ona11st ne1gbbours Wb::» 

1n "r~eality wan ted tu dominate tne:n bw t to work side by 

sid~ w1 tt1 o tb~r ~tb1op1ans to establlsb. a ra1r, popular and 

aQDOcrst1c soc1ety ana to derenc Ule leg1 Umate r1gllts or all 

tne wor&t:lrs Bnd peaaan ts or ~rl trea and f\tb1op1a. ~tn1o;;>1a 

asked 1 ts peasen ts to come ro~ard and <Serenct their brothers 

1n Rrl trea. b peas~ ts marcb was plsnne<l 1D win over 1ne ------
19. I o1a., p. 13. 
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En troans by pers .. at1on end 1r necessary alUl.s. The ,t4arcn 

was w1 tnarewn lest 1 t is m1Bi4nders toed ana let!r as demons

tratlon or massive force. 

Tile Aner1can Cbvernmen t took erea1 t ro r tne w1 tn<Sraw&l 

or tbe marcn. 'l'ne wes tezn so" rces e.J.legea tnat "tne olT1-

c1elly .1nsp1rec peasants marctl on En trea" was a. failure 

end tna 1.in1 t&d Press lnternet1onal raportect tnat washington 

had privately w&rne<S EtlUopla tnat e "Q)ly val" eg81nst 

"Mwsllm rebels• or !Sr1 tree oo"ld "force a change 1n the 
21 

A:nerlcen policy or Si.pply1ng aJms to the Govemment ... 

Tbis tnrea·t l:npltes opfln .AmertcCI'l ~pport 1D encourage 

~r1 tr~at. secass1on1sm 1f ~tnlop1a 414 not follow pol1c1es 

rawurable to cs interests. 

The woo t poln t 1s tnet Eth1op1a bed obtained specific 

aast.trances t•l'Om prevto&As us cov~rnment that s.,lt-detea1-

nat1o"" sb0-..1cf not apply to Etn1op1an secessionists. :-to 

doubt at tll&t t1me tne Etb1op.1an. regime vas at bad tetms 

w1 tb USA. Tne CS foreign policy on ~th1op1a -was m.ade clear 

by W1ll1am Scbautfle, 'OS Ass1s tan t Secretary 10 Arne an 

Atte1rs, 1n th9 Sen at~ Sub-comm1 ttee on At4 ncen Mt·a1rs 1n 

Augw s t 1976 1n tnes e ,.;o rd s: "We are well 81fi arn tba t o&.. r 

m111 tary a1cs 1s e two-ecsged sword &nd tn.at 1t 1s a ma;ao r 

sv.pport 1r tne present government v:.ttn ltbose actions we do 
22 

not &lv;eys agree, part1cularl.y 1Tt tlle rtelCl of lll.iman rights. • 

21. lndim,. Rtmra!ll (Lelh1), 22 May 1976. 

22. Ing 1§D EJQ ress, 21 Decem oe r 1976. 
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Tbis stdeoen t clearly sJ»ws fA@\ opport.n1at policy of the 

Dn1 ted States wt.J.ch WOuld stop eld b Ittb1op1a "nder tb1s 

e~se. In tid.s eon text, tile Stbloplan P res14~ t reterr1n& 

1D wee tttm powers r1ply said: .-The s&:~e c:o~.tn tr1 es <lid not 

only stumelessly keep aU en. t 1n tlle race of tbe kunenae Y1o

lat1on Of ba.imf.ln rigl'i.ts 'W,il!Ctl W01"8 pi'OVal.Gnt ¥ft.G91' 1:b.e Cle&\lnct 

r-..cal regime, b.& t etso a.ct1ve17 enco"' regeu ana supportecl 
23 

tnem. • 

§J=sl!IJese Hole 

President :NeaHU'f or Su.dan ecoused Et1Uop1e on 30 Jan .. ery, 

JS?? or •massacring 1nnocen t people" md \Asing tb.e wzcnc 

metmas in try1ng to solve Uitt F!Ji tr~an probl«n. In replJ e 

spokesmen of tne Etll1op1en G::tvernmen t acaLtsec St..den on 7 Feb

n..erJ or "tlagrent v1olat1on ot· 'Cb!l b&s1c pr1nc1ples or tf18 

Unl ted Hatton a ana or the OIJJ" by swpportlng secess1onst 

movanen t: 1n El"l trea, saying eat a peacert..l sol" tlon to tbe 

problem wowld nave bel!!'! 0 ¥1 UUn easy reaell" bad 1 t not been 

ror ttle •uninterNpted Siilpport" wb1cb the secess1onsts bad 

been recetv.tna n troJJ reactlonary rulers of' tile Sudan &flct 
24 

o the rs ln U1e ttao See 1'8S10n • • 

L1e" ten en t ~lonel Keng1s tu llslle Marl an, tne Etn1op1m 

Head or ;'i tate wtao replaced Taren Ben t:l acct.asecl on 6 April 

•ne1gbboLAl'1ng reecttonar, ;~.rab l&eaers,n espectelly .P res1aen t 

tt«Dery, ot ~pportlng 8n4 &»a1ng the ":rt trean Popular Hevolu-

tlonary?artyt tbe Etnlopian Deaocratl.ct;n1on md the ftrltrem 

--·----
23. see LOlliS Rapoport, "There• s .ttope FOr ~tn1op1a", 

.lslm or A§r1sa {!;ew .JerseJ), vol. 2, no.l., d _,*'lar.v-
March 197 , p. 3. · 

24. see Kees:lng' s CbD tmuu~ raw ~rctlltes, 1JOl. 21., 1 .Jwly, 1977, 
p. 28422. 
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L1beretlon Fzon t of' ln t.,c11ng "1b rorce t.ts 1b ct»ose be tween 
211 

our revol\iUon 8l'ld Er1tr41la". Tbls .b1gnt1gnts sucanese mla 

1n compllcaUng the iU treen probl~1!ltHt. 

It was reported. tn Apr11 19?7 that tnree •• tem 

30\i1'n&l1& ts, 1noludlng toe t;S Inror.aation Service a10 Ministry 

Adv1sory Gzot.4p, were connected w1 tb tbe secess1on1sts• cap tLlre 

or an lmpc rtan t government s ti'Ongbold. Sot tber were 

expelled rmm Ktlliopt.a on charges or ra1se 8'1<.1 pl'Ovocat199 

reportln& atoii t Ule oeveJ.Opment 1ft 8r1 trean seoesstonist 
26 

!lovemen t 'lib1cn 1n tcerrerecs ln tbe 1n te.D'lal. srrure ot· 

tJ;fll10pla and obstru.otec e peeeeruJ.. so.lu t1on or tb9 sn tresn 

problan. 

One o1· tile m&ln reasons wb.y tAe B1111op1an soc18l1s t 

govef!'tmen t cee clos~r tD the Sovte t tnlon was bec81olse 

lit1l&r1ca ta1194 to kelp tne ~en tral govemmen t in t?:tn1op1e 

to ov~rco:ne tne ~r1 treen secess10n1st& - as 1 twas 4o1ng 

dWr1ng tbe HaUe Selass1e -zegtme. 

Even .. ncer t.ne ha11e se1ase1e reg1aH!'t ttu~t relattons 

between tne ~n1t9Cl Stat9a 8!1d Etn10p1a were not totelly 

coN1al, especially when 1 twas disclosed ln 1970 tb.at tne 

t.te C0\4n tr1es bad ooncl.wded 1n 1960 a secret trgety ror 

mu t..el m1l1 tary ess1s tance. In 19?4., er t~r tne Stntop1M 

nevol~ t10n, tne discord between tfl9. Un1 ted States and 

1<th1op1a s tartett becoming more end more acw te because, 

25. Iolo. 
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1) tile tJSA gave a l"'kewella support to Etb.lop1a ln 
raelng. tile Sr1 tr~en secess.ton1s t p 10 bl.e:za; 

2) u~A rattu~r tned tD 1ns t1ga~ the f:::r1 trean 
aecess1on1s ts 1D rtgn.t agatns t tbe 8tlUop1an 
revolu Uonary government tnrowgn pl'Opaganda 
abO-. t alleceel moippresslon of Erl trean secess1on1s ts 
1n e n. tbless manner, 

3) es 41scwssed in cbap ts r <~, tb& Uni tee S ta tas 
startea 1nat1.gat1ng soma11a to attack tile 
Ugaclen p ~v1nce or ~; UUop1af 

4) tne usa trlett to a11enate Etntop1e trom tne 
Arab cowntr1es 111te Egypt, sa.u11 Arable, etc, enC1 
persuade tnem to G.lpPDrt Somalia egalnst 
EtlllOpl&t 

5} Ute ti~A. tried to weaken the Etb1op1an revo1~ tlonary 
go~ ftmien t by compeU 1ng 1 t 1D race bO til tne 
problems or oaaoen r.na RrJ..trt?a an an &J.most 
war-~11te s1twatlon atd tnreatenea 'b stDp all 
al<l on the plea or v1olat1on or Dwman r1gnts 
as l t 'Was dlspleasecs w1 t1l tne soc1a.1.1st 
pol1ctes o1" tD9 KU11op1an govem:nent, espec1811y 
tne w1 Uldrawal or s·ac111 tles at Kagnew mU1 t&J7 
base by tb.e new ragJ.me or 1974. 

The cnairman or gtnJ.oplen PMA&, tbl. 1·1eng1s~ llaS 

several Umes deClared eatagor1ca.Lly tnat 1£r1 tl'eana would be 

gran ted full r1gn.ts to national SCJlr-aetenninatlon w1 tll1n 

a un1 tees tt.trU.op1a. at t t1l1s pft);osal was reJeetec et tb'J 

proa<Ung or Suo an, Egypt sno swa1 Araote VbO were -..s1ng 

tne separstlst movEment as an lnstrwment 'to U:lsmember, 

d1v1d& a-td weaken Etn1op1a ln exenange ror m111 tery ana 
Z1 

economic help rJOm the Gn1 ted States. . All tbls sblws toe 

U:l te rio 1" mo t1 V9 or the U n1 ted states 1b don in ate ~ th1op 1a 

and keep tne solwt1on ot ~h'1. trem problem pendi"'g' so tb.at 

1 ts own interest wUl .be served by sending sea 1D the 

Er1 tresn seceas1on1s ts. 
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wx&et f!Qle m f.;t:1 taa 

An EtAiopian State delegat1on led by r-ioges lt-tolde M1kael, 

Cba1:man of tile Olmmi ttee of tne i'MAC or ~tb1op1a v1s1 ted 

Moscow 1n July 1976. 

Describing Soviet-Bteuoplan relat1ons 1n a speeeb. et 

tile reception 1n nono._.r or the Etn.1op1m delegatio~, Soviet 

f'o re 1gn M 1n 1s te r said to.a t tne So vie t tJn 1on s tand s to r tile 

development of friendship ana m .. t...allJ oener1c1a1 coopera.. 

Uon w1 Ul this African country. "Now that rewlt.a tlonary 

transfoaations ana pl0g.ress1ve eocio-econom1c changes are 

taking place in l.!!tb1op1a, our peoples will b.ave greater 

opport.n1ty tD impart a. ne'« and r1cner meff'!1ng 1b Soviet. 

Ethiopian cooperation in tn.e pol1 tlcal ;~1 ~rel and other 
28 

spt1eres.• 

In tne race or an imminent threat by tlSft tD s"4spend 

m111 tery aid tD 'Rtniopie sn.d (dtAe to existence ot) a fierce 

F.ri trean aecesaionist mov~en t, a new _,a closer relat1on

s&Up betweGt Etniopia End the Soviet union was et:f1r.Ded 

dwr1na a v1a1 t by Lieu Utnant-Generel M.eng1sboi tD Moscow 

in May 1977. 

On tbis occasion P res14en t Podgzony «apnasised es 

tD wny tAe Soviet Union wen ts peace in tile Hom area an.d 

said tnat Etb1op1a end tbe Sov1e t union lllere''natl.iral el.lies• 

wrJOse links sr~:>uld b9 s treng tnened 1 t:nd ne added: "As tor tile 

Reel Sea, recen t even ts stlov tna t tne 1mpe r1 alis ts vowl<l 
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11ke to es tablisb. tnelr con t~l over tn1s r~g1on vi til tne 

nelp of ·certain Arab cown tries 1 1n the .firs t place SSudi 

Arabia, m.a in v1olation of the leg1 tJ.mate right of tlt9 

o UJ.er a tates ana people of tilia region ana 1o tne de trim en t 
29 

of tree 1n tems tlonel navigation. n 

ln a joi'n t comr.wn1~e, ism.ed at me end of the v1s1 t 

no referertce WG~S made to any m1l1 tary ag:reemen t, tn.o t tne 

Sovlat side ellp ressea, ~t sol1dar1 ty w1 til tne ef'terts of tue 

peopl~ and leadership o1· Etb1op1a in 4efending revolw t1onary 
30 

gains.'' 

on. 8 June, 1977 tn~ tnree Kr1 trean Liberation mov-.en ts ~ 

Eri tre~ .L1berat1on Front- Revol4.t tlonary ~-..nell, Er1 treen 

L1borat1on tn>n t - ?opular Liberation. rore~s, Eri trean 

Pop-..lar Liberation Front, .nad reJectaa 8?1)' political sol~ t1on otn4n. 

tnan mtal 1n<lepenogp,oe of Rri tree, and 1n parttc.,.lar tlley 

rejected a Soviet proposal for a feaeratiof! between Tl!r1 trea 

and toe rest of Etniopia ~bict• ViO"'ld nave involved "reco8"'1-
3l 

t1on ot a <11st1nct1ve Eritresn sta'b.s''• Ulis "'"o~rliE!s 

t11e ..1ov1~t effort tor s peaceful sol-. tion of tne ¥:r1 trean 

pl'OblQD. 

he co ro1n g to a r@po r t t rom Bel n.. t on 2 sep tan be r l!J77, 

-----

30. Ib1d. 
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"""oertaken to swpply ~til1op1a w1 tb 40 ·"'I G-21 t1.gn ters, r:.wnos t 

200 modern T-54 B!'ld T-55 tanits ~d nwmoers of Sli~-3 E!"!d 

ti.Ccord1ng to a (...;aixo/.llliddle EastNewa Agency report 

ot 3 Sep tm1bar, J977 a m111 tary agreement con<:lt..:ded in July 

l977 o~tween ti.:tbiopia ~d tne Soviet t.nion provld~ for the 

a..pply ot eire rat' t, tan~s, and GG~oot1p&en t, as Well as a,ooo 
33 

..;ov1et end ~L.b&n e.xperts. 

1 t a as reported on 21 ..iep tewoer tnet 4d .•'Jl\.i-21 figilters 

n.ed been delivered to Etn1opla by Soviet ~nion &nd tuat 

Soviet Ln1on ned also landed 300 tanks a,cl 28 lorries wi tn 
34 

rocket laa.ncbers w1 til technical elq)erts. 

lf'! Oc tob9r 1977 tue Soviet ambassador b:> Rttdopia, 

asSi.lr~d tne Rtniot~1en govoMmen t in tne 1'ac~ of n~L~l'1 can 

tnreat to SI.JiSpend m1li tery aid on tne ~xc"'se of bwman r1gnts, 

dwe 1D growing lh-1 trean Liberation i~OVEm9!l t, due to possible 

Somalian attack on Rt.h1op1an Ogaden region, mat tne 

~viet \..nion 'WOwld t• r~e1n on tne Strdopien side in tile 
3S 

defence of' 1 ts revol4. t1on ana 4n1 ty«. 

un ~ J &n4ary 1978, tt.te ~tb1op1en Lapi.. ty ~o rP.ign 

.-11n1s t~r anpnasi.sed tna t Etc11.opie WO'-ld ratein non- 6lignoo 

end al thoL.&il mere were no military person~l!!l. .froa. tile Soviet 

l..nior, or ~ube in Etbiop1a, .n.1s co"'ntry \1 as "gett1ng aae~ ate 

ess1stancG from 04.tr t'riends, ~ot.ogn 10 aqf'end owr territory 

~d Oi.. r revol"' tton«. 'Ibis argument cUd rei\ .. te tne wes t@l'n 

32.101d';;·-p. ~35. 
33. lbid. 
34. Ibid. 
35. :;~e.,.&,~§1tUC..f_.;Qn t~a.r.l~rc;e.1xgs, vol.24, 6 J an\.&ary 

l97S, P• 28'161.. 
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elle5at1on tbat F.tniop1a wes tilting towards :.Oviet U~1on 

bY t 1 t did not provioe tile tn. tn. Sov.:lets and W&ben!l did nave 

tne1r men in Etniopia. ;jg' t-ne ass1s tance by $ov1ct t..n1on 

to T'!tn1op1a nas 1D oe wr!derstood in tile 11gtlt of defeat ot 

Etniop1a by SomeJ..ta in 1977 fJgaden war, fierce fighting betlwe~ 

t;!tnlcp1an ro rces, B!'ld F!ri trean secess1on1s ts, · 1n tel'hal pol1· 

tical d1ff1~l ties 1n Etniop1a,. famine 9tc. 

ln J &'lt.ary 19781 tile r~r1 trean People• s J..1.berat1on Fl"'n t 

ell~~ tnat 5ov1et :1lG tignter bombers and destroyers were 

bomb1~g rebel forcas in tt1s port of Yiassewa. 'fue Soviet news 

agency Tass ana a weober of Ethiopia's Nling ll111 tary wunc1l 
.., 

aen.ied tnese cn~ges. '!hey said tilat tile aov1et warsn1ps 
38 

had not nelped in t.tle defence of tbe ~r1 treen port ot MassaYia. 

~~estern sowrces naa alleged tbat by i''~bru.ary 1978 tJ1e 

nYDber of ~ben soldiers iM o;;:tilJ.op1a increased from 1,000 to 

10,000 ana in March 1978 1 t increased up tD 17,000 tlt)ops 

u, f1gnt tne secessionists in ~ri trea end b)mb tne1r positions. 

Al tbcwgn tne western sources could not give any conc:lwsive 

&.'ld categorical evidence to s .. pport their ola:lm b\4 t tile 

dispute was more on the number of troops 

36. ;~ation&l herald, 20 Jeru .. ary l978, .t'.lso see In~ ... "flm.fL 
2 Febn.. ary 1978. 

37. Roger \-~. Fon ta1ne1 n~bsn strategy in ,.frica, 'DJ.e Long 
&laa of Ambi tionft, .2!r,!tegic Reyiey, vol.6, no.3, SUmmer 
1978, p. 23. Western sources gave conflicting reports 
about tne exact n1.imber of Cuban tl'Oops 1r1 R1n1op1e. '!JJ..!... 
.TJ.mes Correspondent David Spanier (8 March 1978) r~ortoo 
tne1r nwmber to be more tben J.q,ooo troops. (see nu~
illfti'!t 8llie.ren l.978). G.K. Re<Jly put tne n~mb~r at not 
less tnan 12,000 (see TneJJ1n9!t (Madras), llM.arcn 19·1~). 
LS State tepartment estimates ~tit at 15;000 tlt)ops 
1n Apr11 9 (see SL.npay §teui.@E.9 (liew Delnl), 9 Jwly l97b). 

(con ta ••• ) 
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-irf...u·v-
''lhe ~ben .fiore1gn Minister Rodr1gu~ aamltU.ng tRhl 

nelp 10 fi!tn1op1a stated: '4\ti 19 nelpea tne Eri treans in th~ir 

figilt tor self-detel\D1n&t1on tmm ttle time of ha1le Sal.ass1e 

onwaro. v.e teel tb.at tt1ere nas to be some poll tical solw t1on. 

to Eri treen problem ana mere nave got to be talks between 
38 

tile Rritreans ~d tile central gove~ments". Tne Soviet and 

~"'ban nelp to r::ttaop1a stows t:.na t tney were cons1s tent in 

tneir policy, unlike tn~ USA wn1cb was supporting Baile Selaas1e 

regime (against Er1 treen secessionism, w t later on sbifted 

1 ts h.elp to tile Rri trean secessionist moven en t. r\a rther the 

~ubans were interested 1n a peecet~.l solti tion of tne problem. 

Tne Soviets bad certainly changed their pos1 t1ons on the 

qwnst1on of gri trea while di.rlng Er1 trea• s regime tb.ey were 

for self-aetenn1nat1on leacUng to 1nd.ependence now they 

emphasized a. tonomy w1 tbin Ethiopia. 

On lS i~arch 1978, .~ravada. wrote justifying tn& support 

of Oommunis t countries to tn.e ~th1op1an regime on Eritrea. 

1h1s art1cl.e was in terpretea cy \iestem sol.lrees to mean tbet 

decisions neci been t~en 'to· move tile ~'-lbans and ..JOv1et troops 
._, ........ ~---......... 

3?. (con td •• ) u £ es tim a·tes put 1 t at 17, ooo 1o J.B,ooo in 
As> r11 1978 as k.1PlOWfl through eno tner sou reo (see Cnr1 s.J!!D 
§gi!!JP~Jism!Je.E, 25 '·~ril 1978, G.wo ~ed in Mio!l).e Ba,.U_ 
Rex&e~, (New York), vol.lO, no. 4, ;.;ummer 1978). '.lb.e 
us sources tried to use tile presence of Cwban troops 
in "'ittdop1a tor propegmda agelns t 0.. be by giving news 
"Wi til inflated number of U.ban troops 1n EU11op1a. 

38. Fbn tat.n e, ~. , es qi.lo ted tmm Qbsery§r, 26 Febru ery 
1978. Also s~e &eesitHi.'.J Q)D t·engpJ:!r;c !;.r$91ye,&h vol. 24, 
26 May, 19781 p. 28994. 
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\\ estern sowrces 8l so reported in Marcil 197 • tna t tne 

Soviets ned succeeded in tbe cormatton of a Joint poll tical 

commmd oetween til~ Er1 trean People's Liberation Front 

(FRLF) and the Eri treen Llberet1on Front (~I'') 1n Kbartoum 

on 18 March atter a long discwss10n. a. t 1 twas al.SG mentioned 

tnat tne EPL~' is not t1ed 1b Moscow or eny o tber com::wnist 
40 

party. 1\nd tbe t tne joint £ron t Vias tor.ned dwe to tne 

presa"'re exerted by tne Soviet and wban presence in Rttl1op1a 
41 

on me Rritrean movenents. So westezn so&.lrces gave contre-

dlctory reports about Soviet end Q.lban influence on tbe tonne... 

t1on of Joint political command between tile two factlons of 

Er1 trean secessionists. Dr. o ... en, tne Bri Usn Fore.1gn 

39. Cnatles iiarrlson, 8 C..ban Forces Likely to ln tervene in 
war aga1ns t Er.1 trean", fpe ,TJ.mes, 11 Maron 1978. Also 
see ll,le l'igH~Ih 4 lip r1l 1978, 27 J;p r11 1978. '!be tnn.s t 
ot tne rEaJ9a CC~nmen tary was tna t Er1 treens were directed 
by 1n ternatJon8l. 1mper1al1s ts and tneARab react:l.onar1es. 
lt reterre4 to tne e.xternel assistarace 1o Erltreans as 
"in terterence" agaJ.ns t tr.e soe1el.1st 1"8101\4 tton in 
Et.Aiop1e End se1d toa t tne enauies a:ere trying to ·~uauen 
~ta1op1a •• • 1t> 11~4o.o1date tne poss1bU1 ty o t 1 ts access 
1D sea" (see TiJpe§of, lnoJ:.!., 24 May 1978). 1b~ art1cle 
made 1 t clear tt1at tile U.:i~R WOwld support tne F.th1op1at 
forces agei.ns t "rebels" 1n F.ri tree bec&t.tse ~estern t!rH1 
Arab swpport tor tne secessionists was aimed at we8ken-
1~g Etb1opia and depriving 8& 1 t of 1 ts ou tJ.ets to tbe 
Red Sea and becal.ise tne secessionists were •objectively 
b8lp1ng tne rea11zat1on of lmper1al.1.st designs", See 
l~s1og! 1 Cpn_tenggrar..r.. Arg,Qi v~Ji, vol. 24, 26 M ey 1978, 
p. 28994. 

40. Raman a. BnaradweJ, 'me D1l§Dfll! .of th, !!2 D) gf .!:.fpJ.cf .. 
(Sterling, 1979) p. 122. 

41. ~.r!ga Q?nf1dent1aJ.1 vol. l9, no. ?, 31 ~1 arab 19?8. 
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Secretary :plO tested 1n l'i)l'il 1978 that Soviet ~nion and Cwba 

sno"'ld not intervene in Eritrea, Sovi~ts tried to clear 

tne1r ~os1 tions by sending a Note 1D .61"1 U&b Fb reign Office. 

1he Note wbicb set ow t tne ~oviet pos1 tlon and vas del1versd 

1D tne .Bri tlsb. Foreign ott1ce, claimed tnat Dr ·Owen bed grossly 
42 

a1storte4 tne policy of tile ~ov1et Union 1n Africa. 

1be t•o ted cl ar·i£1 ed tna t • tbe USSR does no t seek. an 1 
43 

ad.van tages or privileges tor 1 tselt in Atr1e&1'• l ts policy 

in ltnca or elstr.~nere -was "aimed at bu.ilding tr1&ndly rela

tions on tne basis or respect for tAle principle of tile 

1nv1olaoU1 ty ot rmn tters, sovereign eq"'a11 t.v, terr.\. to rial 

in tegri t)' of s tetes end non-in terterence in each o tiler• s 
46 

in tern aJ. atta1rs." 

1be So v1 e t po s1 Uon g1 ven in tills No te rafl ec ted tne 

Soviet Union• s posi tlon beld since tne OV9rtbrow of haUe 

Sallessie ~'~ tnat tne Eritreat secessionist 

proDl.~ Brlci tile Ogaden ism.e could oe solved. peacefully 

ttuougn d1sc:t..ss1on and m\.t ia.la.l nego ttat1on end 1 t nas not 

instigated Somalia 1o attack EtnJ.op1a. Tt4s 1s evide'!t trom 

----------·--··-----------42. Tne 1'1mes, 7 il(lril 1978. 
43. I u1d. 

45. See K ee.I!D&!I cou,t,_P2 rarx Arcn+.JC.!t n. 351 p. 2SS9S. 
On. April 7 tne ...:wban t-ore1gn Ministry stated tbat lir owen 
ned no r1g.nt 1D a.eddle 1n affairs wW.ct:. sno~ld only be 
d1scwssed by tne pert1es concerned and tnat tile 1ntel'nal. 
s1 t"A..a Uon in Etb.1op1a, 1ncl~a1ng the Er1 trean probltm 
was s trlctlr a matter for tile Etil1op1El'l Govemm_, t end 
people. see ~s,&og • s_Cgo temporary A£s;;!}1ye,.,, n. as, 
P• 28995. 
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tne endeavow.r ror· tne .Aaen me9t1"'g ""'bien was hftld w1 til tne 

1n1 t1ative of' ~ov1et l.nion 8!10 \;4.ba to r1.,d pescerul sol"' tiOf\ 

to ttla pl'Oblans oetween ~tr,10pla and ;;;t.o;nalta as WllJ. be 

01SC~.;t8S~ 1!1 \#~lap t"r 4. 

the tioscow vis1 t or f·1eng1s t&.., tne ~; ti:~1op1en i,;hai 1\'ll9"! ot· ~~A~, 
4& 

1n :iovenb9r l97H tllgUligt..ts tills po1n t. 

in the case or ugaden w t 1.., til~ case oi" ff:r1 trea tney neld 
'I..Q__~·ve~ 

that it was an intel'!lal metter EMd ~ an 1nU.rnel 

so.lw tton. ~ey rerwsed tD comm1 t tne.t r tl'bops r.no men to 

fight the secess1onal1sts. .Jl4 t tne v:estern sowrces co~ tlnued 

to spread reports tne t o,.ban p.i.loted p.tanes &'!!d t<tb1op1f.n 

gov~rnm~t troops were l&lncbing neavy attacks egE"J.inst guerrilla 
47 

pos1 tlons 1n ~..: tu1op1e• s !-!r1 trea p rov1nce. 

----------
46. See Punapr1ye Vnsgup ta, ._ Trou.bled ~rl trea t..;omes 1n to 

Fbrce"', lndi!n Exgra.u_(.Vel.il1), 8 Mey l97a. SeD FOn ta1na 
n.33, P• 25. . 
I . .{'ter the V1S1 tor t;ol. ;~eng1Siu to t·:oseow 1n n'OVE'mb@r 
1978 tt1e Comuu.m1q. e s ta tea 1n tar alta Ulat bo tb s1d~s had 
"h"lld a cornpre.tHI~stve ~d ccnstn.cuve ~xci1ange ot· Vl~s 
on <r'-'estlons or t·.,.rtnar s treng ti1en1ng a'!cl developing tna 
relat1ons or t'l'19ndsh1~ ~d all- round coop ere t1o., bf!twaen 

tile o::.ov1et i.ln1on ana ._joc1a11s t ~ Ul1op1a as well as on 
certain typ1eal. 1n tern at1onel p robl~ or m.w t\481 1n tor~s t". 
ln connection w1 tb. tne latter polnt bOtb co ... ntrles rtre. 
e.rr11\'n&a" tna nacess1 ty ror a poll t1.ce1 setQ.Qnen t ln tne 
c,:.,,t·l1c ts In tne ho ro or iH'rl.ca "on tne basis or r@nwnc1a
t1on or terr1br1&1 claims respect ror sover~gnty, terr1-
ton.el 1n tegrl ty, 1~v1olab111 ty ot· rron tters and non-
interference 1n enetl other•s 1ntemal art·alrs. :.lee 
4ett§1TJS.!J.t;Op tangorary itlCl'.il!!lt vol. 25, 2 t•·ebruar.v 
1919 t p. 2943b. 

47 • L'Jl!'l"r! 8 t1Qf\8l ,!ig,l!ld 'l'J1PQ'O At ?:/ Ap 1'11 l97o. 
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'lbe i.#Uban P res1tt~ t t.:astn>, d.elivering a speectl in 

tlcmowr of tbe visiting '"'thiop1en Pres1dentMengi.s1l.t txl liavena, 

clarified O.ba's ~os1 t1on. he said t.ne.t as f:tn1op1e neecls 

1r~ tamal p~u~cg, fMba ec;wally s~pports a peaceft.ll 4:nd just 

sol'-t tion based on Len1n1s t t~r1n.c1plss 1D tile na t1on~ ques tlon, 

w1 tbin tne framework of an Etb1op1sn revol\oi t1o~ary state, 

tnat WOwld safqg""'ard tne 1nal1enaole rights to -.n1 ty, in t.ee;r1 ty 
4& 

ana soverei~ ty a'td nor~-1r~ terf4r~ce in 1 ts in te:mal affairs. 

n11s enptlas1z.es tne ~ban stena ror a peaceful sol-.. t1on to 

t.ne ~r1trean proolen. 

""rtner, tboy,gb it nas teen enpllasizeci tnat ~"-ba'\ 

troops were tnere 1n Etn1op1a and m1gtlt be pres8!1 t 1n ~r1 trea 

also, s Ull there were no cefin1 te reports of tueir t1gilt1ng 

Rr1 treans. Tne c-.. bans regard tne Er1 treans (ll.4es t1on es 

basically a matter or eonst1i.b.i ttonal relations to be settJ.ed 

bP-bfeen tne ~tniop1ans and F.r1 treans. 

'rne Co:nmuniqwe issued after tne Q.lban visit of 1-\engls't..i 

in bp r11 1978 advocates peacetwl solution of tne 'F.ri trean 

secessionist problEm r:nd Rtniop1a..Soauu.1a d1spu te. No doubt, 

Cuba assisted tne leftist al'ld dernocrauc eleal9n ts of tne 

l>':r·i treans in tne past against tne oppressive ~d tewdal. 

48. .Aee Gf!)ilis_(iiavana), Y!ar l3l No. 19, 7 M.ey l97~, for 
..;t.tban- Etn1op1en Jol'it I.OOmmkn c;ue, wntcnconaei~neu "tne 
s1n1s ter act1vi ttes of 1mper1al1an crtd 1 ts reactionary 
allies in tne region aimed at promo t1ng -wars anong tne 
A.fricQ'l people so as to keep tne Q')t.tntr1es of tnat 
region i.t.nder tneir control tnd at tt1e services or their 
exploiter interests. 1'1 tr.e1r pwrsw1 t of tneJ.r furtiu~r 
aggressive das1g.,s, tney eoordi!'n!:lte tue1r f'oro~s agail"S t 
tne Btiliopian Revolw tion, tney enc:ot.rage secessionism, 
terri to rial clailns on BJ.leged ettmic and rel1g1ol..S 
gro""nds in an ettanp t to acn.ieve blei r e.11p ~ s1on1s t 
anb1tions end tc4ereby revise tne existing oord~rs. 
See page 8. 
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ha1le .>elasste regime, w t tne rise ot til9 rad1cBl. 1<1 eng1s t. 

regime, in Addis .t.-oaoa end toe 1ncrees1ng &.&pport giVf'ln to 

tne Eri treans oy t11e pro-wast Arabs ill dis:fttp t 'F! tll1op1an 

revol"- t1on t:nd 1b dist...rb tne U1n~Po1n t Peace Declaration 
. I 

ot ti•e Rtb1op1en Radical Governmen ·t ro r a peacet ... l solw tton 

or tne ~r1tresn problt\'n nave 190 1D a aua-tge in tile Q.ban 

end .'Jov1e t vie'-po.1n t. 'lb.u;, Castro • s anne ty to see 1?th1op1a' s 

terri to rial in tegl"1 ty 1:1eg t intact may oe taken as en 1nd1ca

t1on tnat ne is in Iavo"'r of y.;n. trean a.. tonomy w1 tnin tne 

F.tniop1an state. 

nave:na and Moscow ootn nave ueen pressing i1e'\g1s1L. to 

ne&o U.ate w1 tn tne r.:rt traens. Ti1e commu.n1quo in ;-1oscow et ter 

Col. ~'1~g1sb.a•s visit bad. condaaned tne efforts of Arab end 

·~.estern powers at ii1ncU1"g loc&l wars md eatablisUiient.or 

ti191r control in tbe Fad sea region a"'d re1terated ... ov19t 
49 

bopes of a progressive transformation. 1" tnet region. 

1-d:~stern sowrces t£ave le:nf:!n ted tr~.at tile whole conc&l) t 

ot "estenl de»ocracy was ta1n ted wnert tne united states signed 

aetence egreemen ts w1 tn tne o;>p ress1 ve t:!tn1ov1en regime 1n 

establish tn.e Kagnew st.at1.on e.t ."4assa"~Ma, near Er1 trea, Q'!d 

49. Seen. 46, 4?. In tr.is con text stettng tile efforts or 
Btn1op1an government tor a peacetwl solw t1on of the 
Eri trean probl«a tne tinaillllan of rl!lAC of ti;tb1op1a said 
that b.is gove~ment wan teu 1o solve ttae problen of 
Sri tree w1 thin the con text of asp1rat1ons of ttle nats.one-
11 ties of 1'1! tn1op1a 1n tne1 r entirety, wi til regional 
autonomy 1o each naUonali ty. uP qn_,tmsiz.ed tnat 1n 
'Eri tree tnere is no homogeneous nation eli ty, tnere are 
ver1oias neti.onali ties a,d mejori ty of tnr.m nave aceep ted 
thel~at1onal Le:oocrati.c RevolL.t1onary Progreru r-or ~eace
fwl !;-ol"- tion of Er1 trean. fJ roblem. !.lee len Cioauard1 
1tJ'!'I Interview W1&til f.!tniopian• s ror~1gn ~'11n1s tel'" t e.m 
of Af!'19R-<N e111 Jersey), i>p ril-June, 197~, vol.l, no. 2, 
p. 4. 
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uSA must no'-' be b1 tterl.y regrelt.lng the incurring ot tile 
' so 

b.atred of a nation's people for tne sake cf military eJ~pedieney. 

Tnis seems tD cler1fy tne real US intention in dominattng 

bo til F.tiaopia and En trea d~wtr1ng tile ha1le S$lass1e regime 
in 

and 1 tapns1stency a-td oppo.rt..n1sm in f'ollo .. 1ng f.l partisan 

policy 1owards F!tui.op1e bec&.se 1 t is needed by a govemmert t 

"'nlcn ret"' sed to edop t Ule .;~.me r1can app m acb in 1 ts domes tlc 

end foreign poliey f'onaulstlons and discon t.lnued fac111 ties 

tor the L{&.gn ew M1l1 tary .Uase. 

In response to tale ellegatl.on of P res1den t carter in 

;\pril 1978, tbat 17,000 \libm tl'Oops were preparing to attack 

F.r1 tree, en ELF spokesmen himself clarified tnat bis organiza

tion bad no p~ot ot Cuban involven&'l tor e1 tt113r 1n glO\ind. 

fighting or in sbul teneous air raids on targets rownd 
51 

Asmara and along tne hed sea ooa.a::t. ib1s snows bow Wild are 

the alleget1ons often macie by Westem 80\itces and bow a 

1a ter report con trad1c tS an earlier one. 

\<vitbout any definite evidence ~~stem SOLirces ,spread 

tile nuno~Ar in May 1978 tnat ~tnlopia.Ct.iban fr1endsn1p was 

stre1necl awe 1o, (1) allega<i ~ban md l\4ss1an pressure on 

tile F.til1op1an Government to make way tor a c1v111en government 

wnder the 0"4 tLawed t4arxlst party, tne l-tetaon; (11) alleged 

smuggl.1n.g 1n o.f a Melson leader, Dr .Magede oobeze, 1!! to 

t.!tniop1a, end, (111) <ii1't'~rences over •manner of tackling• 

the rebelliotl 1n F.tl trea. 

5o. -;,-;ie='Iji e4 -12 May l97S. 
51. Tt1e l'im~§ 1 17 May 1978. 
52. T1m e§...RL!rJ.d!!, 2 June 197 S. 
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Sucb sp~c~latlon deserves 1o be treated ea. tioLtsl;y as earlier 

rumours of cracks in the C4.i.ben- Etbiopian trienasnip from ttle 

same \-Vestem sources nave twrned out tD ae baseless, vague, 
53 

contradictory, exaggereat~d and propagandist in !'!&ture. 

It ·was reported in June 1978 after a 10-day v1s1 t o·r 
Moscow by ~.F Head Nass~r that tne blo biggest Eri treaD 

gwer.r111a organisations agreed tor a d1 rect nego t1at1on w1 ttl 

Etn1op1a's lei't.w1ng military leader ror a peaceful solut1on 
S4 

ot the ~r1 trean problem. 1his su.pports ou.r earlier stand 

tllat tne Soviet lln.1on was trying atd ilop1ng for a peaceful 

solution of me Eri t:rean problem. 

It was vag.,. ely reported in July 1978 tnet 1n a maJor 

offensive ege.1nst Er1treen secessionists Etm.op1an troOps, 

flanked by 70,000 el'llled farmers from r..essie, end by a'lOtner 

ao,ooo from tne Begbened1 r p X.Uv1nce, bad conv,rged on 

Eritrea before opening tne1r attacks w1 tn napal&m, pbospnol\.ts 
55 

and cl\.cster bombs. B.i t tnero were conflicting reports emu t 
56 

wno -.on. • Rtb1op1a or tbe F.r1 treen secessionists. So, tnese 

type; or conflicting md con trad1c tory reports cannot be 

relied t.lpon for fol\n1ng any concl"'s1ve opinion • 

.In i.4..gy s t 1978 WJ Rri trean gu err111 a spokesman in ibm e 
57 

denied any direct U.ban 1nvolv6nent against tnem. l-n Etb1op1&n 

53.- fiiiigr Inai_.L 2? June 19?8. 

54. .t;,rnc.a gpgfj.c:ien t1eJ., vol. 19, no. 214, 7 July 1978, p. 5. 

55. Amri ta ~L.e.a.trJJs.a, 27 .Jwly 1978. Also see, In t~r
nat1onal_!:~F!J:.d 1J:!:jll;ne1 2? JLAly 1978. 

56. Ii>1d. 
57. see, Lav16 LtUO, ~r:tn1op1a Se~ winning v.-ar 1n Eri tree•, 

In tel't\a.!i2U...al lier.,.ld !.ribune.s 4 Sep t-anber 1978. 
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government spokesman also cl&1mad tnat there were no foreign 
58 

troops in Ul8 war aga1ns t ~r1 treen secession is ta. 1b1 s con-

tradicts western allegation tilat tnere wQre a large number 

of Soviet and Cl.ben t~oops 1n ~tn1opia flgntlng against the 

Eri trean secession 1s ts. 

1 twas reported tnat wbUe he was on a v1s1 t t'b Aciti1s 

Ababa 1n Sep tanoer 1978, Cuban ? resident Fidel Cestm favo'-red 

a nego ttated sattl.e:nen t of !1ri tr"an problaa and reeti'1rmed 
59 

ti1s ebSO.lw te oppoa1 tlon tr;, fiJY kind of secession. 'lbis sbows 

that W.ba woa..ld prefer nego ttattons for regional a..tonomy 

tor ~r1trea, or for a tederatlon of Rr1 tree and F.to1op1a, 

rather tnan any .mU1 tary OJnfli~t oetween tnan. n-ds once 

again d1sp 10 v~s v.es tern &l.Legat1on tt&at Cl.iben pel1cy was 1b 

escalate r.:rt trean secessionist problem. \-.es tem sou.rces 

r&,orted in r:ovanber 1978 tnat tne USSR tutd started a new 

diplomatic 1n1 t1at1ve 10 spl1 t the f:r1 treens by getting tile 

Karnst leaders in tbair cemp t. sign en egreemen t tor tne 

fonnat1on of a new federation \11 tbin wn1cn me fi!r1 traens would 

nave tD accept less tnen indt\lend9.'tce md there WOl.Cld oe e 
60 

feaeration of Marld.st Rttl1op1a end MerAtst F.1"1 tree. Tn1s snows 

U1e nat..re of wild allegation made by the \•.estern so-..rces wbile 

soviet an<l U.oan errorts ili..ive been to try tor a peeceta.l 

sol"- t1on of tile Eri trean p to bl em. 

se.-. ~l~b1~d-.-, -Aloo see U atJon§:J. hereJ.d1 12 SeptEmber 1978. 

59. lnternauonal herSlci Tr1bL.ne, 23 OcbJber 1978 - .......,_ ---·~ . 
60. t,m.d..ta .Qezar eatN..!&!..t.. (Calcutta}, 21 novenber, .1978. 
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An ~LF spoitesm-. ln Kilsrto&.am claimed 1n D ecen ber tne t 

Ule Etbloplen forces were cUrect~ by Soviet Generals, ~v1et 

officers t:nd supplied with sopnlsttcated Soviet eq,.,.lpments, 
61 

tanks and a1rcraf t. 

l\s regards tills aJ.legstlo" 'nloms.s Reston, e spok.eaman 

for the us State Departam t, said 1n ~esb1n&1Dn that tnere 

was no 1ntoDDat1on 1o indicate direct Soviet or Cuban pertlc1-

pat1on 1n ttle figlltlng., t..t t ne attl'i bot ted tne W:tniop1an 

Govemmen t• s mill tary sL.~ccesses to arms provided by ttle Soviet 

Union end tn tt1e role played bJ Sov19t atd ~ben edv1sers'!'to.. 

'l'ilis snows tbat even tne western SOL~rces cowld not oonf'im 

direct Soviet or Cu.ban p&rt1c1patf.on ln tile war against 

Eri trean secession1s ts. 

2.2.!19 l:E ,t(l1op imJ.r.Y tx... Ag reemgp Ji 

A a'>• year treaty ot f'riendsnip and COO;>eratton be bieen 

tile Sov1 e t union ., d E tb1op1a was signed 1n Moscow ln NovEmber 

1978 after tne visit of tne ~tbiopian tiead or State, Mengistw 

Haile t•1 a nan. 
1be treaty stated that boto ~ntr1es would "develop and 

deepen tne relations ot wnreek.able fr1endsb1p md O)opera·uonn 

1n political; economic, trade, sc1en t1f'1c, tecnnical and 

cwlt\.traJ. spheres, ·~ton tne basis ot eql&Sl.1ty, 6on-1ont4lrterence 

in eaen otner's internal af't."'airs, respect tor sovereignty, 

territorial in tegr1 ty, and tbe 1nv1ol&bU1 ty or borders" 

-----~\. ~ ~~ iYl?~1 S. 

6\ c._ ·,to i·~ 
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and &lso respecting eacn otner•s t'orelgn policies. n"e 

swbJect ot• con ttn~t:Jd m111 tar,y &1d by Soviet Union to Etn.to.,1a 

was dealt witn 1., hrtlcl.e 10 wn1ch stated tnat "in Ule 

1ntores ts ot ens..l"ing tne defence C8;>Bc1 ty, of tne two COI.ift tries, 
62 

tney shall con t.tn~e to cooperate in tbe m111 tary f1eldli. 

No furtner detaUs ot tbis cooperat1on was given. 

A join t comm'-ln1 que s ta ted. til at bo th s1 des bad "b~l. d a 

comp1."ehens1ve and constrwct1ve excnange of views on QUestions 

or rurtz1er strengtnen1ng End develOping tr.te r9lat1ons of 

friendship and all-~nd cooperation between toe ~oviet 

t..n1on tnd socialist tttbiop1a as ..,ell as on certain top1cta 
63 

in tern a t1on 8l p rc blems of ml.it t.t 8l 1n teres t." 1 n connee t1on 

w1 tn to.e latter po1n t bo 1il cot..n tries "raatf1J.med" tile nece

ss1 ty for a pol1 t1c8l settJ.anen t to tne confl1e ts in tile nom 

of .c~fr1C8 ''on tne basis of renu.nciatt.on of' terr11Dr1&1 claims 

respect for sovereignty, terri tori$1. in tegri t.v, inv1olab111 ty 

ot trcmt1ers and non-interference in eecb otner•s 1ntemal 
64 

affairs." 

1 n a tu r tiler agreement s1 gn ed in Addis A oaba 1n P,.p r11 

1979, tile Soviet union extended a low interest loan of 

so,ooo,ooo rowbles 1D Rtldop1a for agricwl t.. ral aevelopmeo--t t, 

l.nclwd1ng tbe repa1.r ot egl'i.cwl t...reJ.. macbinery e.na ttle con-
65 

s tr .. c tion of grain silos a.,d cold storage plants. 

See ues1!l&.~s Q?n Ynll2£!.U: {'rcP,iY1'Pt vol. 25, 2 Febn.ary 
19#19, P• 29435. 

53. lb1C1. 
54. l bid. 
55. see 6ASIJ:ng • a ..Q;m.t.,Q]jQorarr Ar¥91!~&.. vol.26, 4 J enwary, 

1980, P• 30017. 
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In Sep tau oer 1979 bo tb cown trl. es signed a p m to col 

~.&t&"'ding teemi.cal cooperation in toe f1eld of agric~ twral 

macJ.Unery, gE!Ology,~ oil f:l"td gas ~Jrplorat1on, and providing 

aid tor tne e.xp2'"1s1on of tne oU refinery at /l.ssab 'towards a 
66 

target of 100,000 tonnes per year. 

1bis retlects .:ide-ranging Galnomic cooperation oetweeD 

~viet ~n1on and Ethiopia. 

At tne ~d or Ol.ir d1scwss1on 1 t 1s necessary 1D s~e it -tk 

pos1 t1on of i:lov1et union md Ln1 ted. States nave cnmged on 
1'174 

ttut Qi.i&St10n ot Er1 trean problb after tile P'!tn1op1an ..e:l! Rew. 
e'i 

lu tion nave re:nai.t"le<1 cons1s tent ¥~1 tn tae1r earlier stand. 

ror prop~r und~rst~a1ng of cnsnges we nave to take a b1stor1-

cal. Vi@W and go back t> LN General f,ssonbly Debate of 1950. 

\#bf!lging Wv1at s.~L2D R;ritrean Pm1lJ.u ... 

i~s noted, in tne Plenary m~etLng of liN Go.nara.l. t.ssenbly 

session 1n 1950, tile ~v1etdelegatepo1nted Ol.6t tnat1n 

considering tne tate ot Eri tree wblan was one of tile fol'tDer 

I tel1an <»lo,.,1es, tb.9 un1 too Nations must take e clec1s1on wbicb 

sno+..lu satisfy tne desire of tne ~ri trean people for t•reedom 

from nat1onel oppression. lie maintelned tnat if federation 

of 'Rri tree w1 tn E1n1op1a was e. compmm1se solution, 1 twas a 

compromise anong tne wlonial powers as 1 twas being imposed 

on tne ~r1 treans ~d also on Ettl1op1a, an~ 1 t wowld be 

&quaJ.ly -..nsat1sf'actory to t::tn106)1& beca.se tr£e latt~r w1 tb 

66. 1 oia., p. 30018. 
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1 ts o-wn snattered economy migb.t not be abl9 to make ~r1 trea 

econ.om1e8lly self-de;> en dent. So, Soviet Union fougb.t tor 

tne resolution calling tor g:rll"\ ting of independence to 

~ri trea 1n the General Asstl:nbly session or 1950 and advocated 

tt.e principle or n,attont4 self'-determ1nat1on for tbe Rri tree.ns 

again& t tr•e oppress1 ve md feudal regime cf aa11e Salsss1e 

tn.rougt.o'-t t 1950s and 1960s till 1976. 

~eanwhile, as noted, the F.tiliopian Revol'-1 t1on took place 

in 1974 8!1d tne iiai~e .iele.ss1e regime was overtb.lt)'Wft by e. 

military government willcb was wedded 1D socialist policies 

for sola.tion of problems like regional bac~ardness and dis

pari ties. Tne new government appealed to the ll:r1 treans 1D 

nave a peaceful md constructive dialog .. e w1 tb tile Etn1op1a"l 

govefnment and peacefully solve tile Eri trean problem. 

In 1976, the P rovis1onal. M1l1 tary li.dm1n1s tratlve 

(...Ounc11 1ssue4 a ~Tine-Po1n t Peace r 1'0gratlm.9 Which S t1p4l&ted 

wide-ranging refoJ:n meam.res like removal of regional dis

pari ties or vario-.s provinces like '!i!r1 trea, gran t1"\g of eq"&J. 

rignt and autonomy 1D Rr1 tree w1 tb1n tbe federation or 

fi:tn1op1a and setting of a Special Commission to work oa. t the 

deta1ls of tnese re.ro:nn mea&.tres. 

After tills eru'lOLmcemen t Soviet Union dlanged 1 ts pos1 t1on 

from asking ro r fs.ll independence tor Eritrea to 81.l1r:momy 

w1tn1n the federation or Eth1op1a 1n accordance wi1b tbe 

1~1ne-vo1nt?esce rmgranme, Witil tne h;)pe UU~t the !ritreen 
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probl~ co~ld be solved peacetl..llly. Moreover, .;iov1et union 

realised tna t w1 tb 1 ts backward economy, n:r1 trea coW.d solve 

1 ts mw.l tlfarious soe1o-eco,om1c p:robl~s tbrougb tbe nelp 

of tne socialist policies or tne EUliopian government, unlike 

tne f6ld&l and oppressive regime of Haile .;telass1e. 

Sov 1 e t un 1on r e.l. t tha t tue p m g ressi.ve !'!r1 trean s end 

tbe socialist govemment or Rth.iopia, botn wedded to socialist 

policies tor solution or economic probl~s of l!:r1 trea, sbould 

"ot f'igh. t over tne issue of Bri trean secessionism, w t rather 

soo~ld solve tne problan ~1cably ttu:o-.gb granting of regional 

a. tonom1 tn Eritrea wi tnin federatlon of Etniop1a, lest the 

s.1 twation mignt be e.xploi ted by tb.e Arab m<i western powers 

for tne1 r own se.lfisn 1n teres t 1D dominate tne & rn region. 

So 
' 

tue cbtrf!g1ng pos1 t1on ot .;;;ov1et s tend silo&.ld be 

viewed in the lignt or tb.e aoove developments. 

w t tile Rri treen s~cesa1on1s ts did not cere tor tne 

~viet and P.tb1op1~ appeal for tne sol&.ttion or t..*le Eritrean 

p roblen in accordance w1 tb 'b1e ~1ne-?o1n t Peace ?rogranme 

end SO'-tgn t tile sw;>po rt o£ tne Arab. tnd western powers by con

t1nw1ng tueir movEmEnt agai"s t tile R ttl1op1£t'J government. 

ttho Bri tresn secess1on1s ts ( F.l·L~tA) based 1n .t;Q&er1ca 

attacked tne ct1ange in tne $0vlet policy in tne following 

words ;. 

'.llle essen t18l reason or tne 1.gnom1"110tas reversal or 
u,e i....;..»i\ pol1c:y,-··1s to oe fo~w~nd in the danands 
of tile exploited Br1 trean masses bf.l t 1n tne 
r"'ndero en tal cnang es tna t took pl&ee in tno Soviet 

con td ••• 
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~"·1 Un1on 1 after tile Kbn.sc:txrv1 tes us .. rped power 
following tile death of Stel.in. 67 

Tne two org&n1&at1ons - F.t?LF and RLF, dld not agree 

\111 tb 'RELNA pos1 t1on. Tne Er1 treen Popular I.1b8rat1on Front 

( F;L.f"') tl"td. Krl trean Libera t1on Front (~li') disagreed w1 ttl 

t''tFI .. 'fA wn.1ch el(presaea tne f;merican pos1 tlon on Eri tree. 'lhe 

Rr'L.~A or1t1c1ses ELF and ~LJi' in tile following words: 

Pl'Oceed1ng from their erroneoLls 1denttt1cat1on 
of ttle triend.s and enau1es ot tbe Sri treen 
revolu tion 1. e. , tnei r recogn 1 t1on or the 
Soviet linlon as a. strategic ally, tnfJ Ei>Lli' 
ancl 'Fl.F leaders neve made serious ermrs 
on o tber quest1.ons a.cb as tbe cneracterlza.. 
tion of the Etn1op1an m111 tary Junta as en 
an t1-1mper18l1s t regime. 

• • • 'ltley see tne D erg\.ie as a reg1m e tne t has 
fl C4.l toft 1 te relations w1 tn 1mper18l1sm, 
t.ionism and' reactionary forces••, as e "i'orce 
to at to rms pert or tile so- eel leeS "world revo-
l'-' t1onary torces" w1 t!l Wtlom e nego t1ated 
settl.emen t ean be reached on tile Er1 trean 
question and (X)nS1der tile mess1ve m111 tary 
aoad pol1 tical support bes1Dwed 1D 1 t by 
tne Soviet revisionists as en ent1-imper1a
l1st eol1dar.1 ty. 68 

It w1ll be b1stor1c&lly inoorrect 1D agree witn tbe 

P.F~rtA statement because Soviet Union nas tried for e peacer._l 

solution ot tile Er1treen problen tb.l'Cf.4g.b tneN1n~Po1ntPeace 

P rogranme of tbe E tn1op1an government. 

G?. See Rr1 t,re§ in Str;w.ul! (newsletter or ~r1 treans tor 
L1beret1on 11'1 Nortn ~t~tertca (HG'ill York.), vol.a, no.2, 
December 1978 - J muary 1979, p. 5. 

ea. Ibid., P• 13. 
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cnmgtaa :f!m.!l!C!IJ. ~.tmd qn Er1 t,!!!n..f!Qb;l.S.. 

A a no ted, un 1 t~d s tB tes in tmdu ced a resol\oo tlon in tile 

~lenary z.t eetlng of oen eral AssanblJ in 1980 calling tor a 

federation beflrleen Etn1op1.a and ~r1 tree md. opposed tne 

resolu Uon ca.ll1ng to.r grantlng or .independence 1tt Er1 tree. 

As no tea, tbrougho~ t l950s ana 1960s up to 19?4, 1 t gave 

neavy m1l1 tsry ald to tne friendly Haile Selass1e regime 

against tile Rri trean secessionists. 

Bw t art~r tbe overttnow ot tne iia1le Selassie regime 

in 1974, wnen a m111tary governmen.t wedded tn Soc1Ed1s t 

policies took over in Etll1op1a, ar,d rett.tsed 1D toe tne 

approach of linited States in 1 ts foreign and domestic policy 

f'orm~o~la t1on 1Jn1 ted States star ted retn1n.idng on fu rtner 

su.pport:l.ng tne Eto1op1en government ag&lns·t tb.e Eri treen 

secesslon1s ts •. 

As noted, in 1975 tne l!:tn1op1an government ordered 

tbe closure of Ule Kagnew m111 tary base because or e gwerr1lla 

attack on tile telecommwnicatlon base. 

In tbe sane year, tbf! ELF sources kidnapped some 

11Qler1can servicemen from Kagnew base wt1tcn ~ emba

rrassed fcerica. as to whetn;gr 1D con tt.nue 1 ts support to tb.e 

Btbiop1en govemment wn!cn W'&s lEUl'lil'lg fD tile 1tleft-, ta.t 

at tbe st.ne ttme USA could not &.lienate the Arab pow~rs 1110o 

were swpportlng tbe 'Rr1 trean secessionists. li~A was in a 

dilemma concerning tne possible Sov1e t .belp 1D Etb1op1a 

against tbe En trfl?tm secessionists 1n case USA s1Dpped 

giving giving aid to Rtn1op1a. bacause /imerica in terpre'b!d 
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tne appeeJ. of Soviet Lnion for peeceft,;;.l solu t1on of tne 

En trean pa;,blEm ln 19?6 as awpport to tne Btniop1en gov•zn· 

ment. 

As ~ted, in May l916 PGe:r1ca wanted tbe Etb1op1an 

gove:mmen t that OSA would stop giving a1d to 1 t in ease tile 

'Etiliop1an government con t1nlle to awpp'~Ze.ss tne Muslim rebels 1n 

'Sr1 tree. Tn1s pos1 t1on of Un1 ted s totes was ebvlo'-lsly incon

sistent wi tb its earlier policy of total support to f.ttllople 

dt.iring Halle Selass1e regime. Obv1owsly1Gel"1ce seemect to be 

"''rr1ed abow t tne ~i1ne-Po1n t Peace .PJOgr&Dme announced by 

tbe !tblopian Goverrmen t for tbe sol&~ tlon of the Er1 trean 

pro blan in Ma1 1976 b&c&i.ise if tile ltd. trean problan wo~ld be 

solved, uSA m1gnt not be able to dominate ~tb.lop:le end il'i trea. 

In ~~prU 1971 the \-testern Jo .. ~&ll.sts end American 

advisory growp e.-pelled from Rtniop1a on ··tne clle,rge of false 

propagaruJa wnlcb was favouring tile Entreen secessionist 
70 

mov~ant. lHb1op1en government took it as a pointer ot definite 

change on earlier .t.mer1can sten4 ot S&.lpport t> Rtb1op1an 

govemment. 

1be 1sa~e wblch bas oeen dlsc .. ased 1n tills chapter is 

tne pmblem of En treen seceaslonla t insursen.c.v. Tbe 'rettdcp1an 

government which ceme u,. pover in 1974 at ter tb.e F'ebl\461'7 

70. See n. 26. 
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revolw t1on tr1oo to solve tid& pl'Obl&n peacefully, md tne 

Eri treens d1d. not g1 ve a pos1 t1 ve response. 

Tne Soviet ana Cuben gove~nmen ts tfted for a peacetwl 

solu Uon ot tne lr1 tresn pl!Oblem, for wnlty of 'Rr1 treans and 

Etn1op1ans aga1~s t 111estem manoa..vree to c&iae greeter r1f t 

between tb.eD. 

Tne USA was openly egetnst tne 'Etb.top1en aoc1a11st 

government oecawse 1 t was displeased by t..ne aoeia11st meeawres 

taken by t.ne Etntop1en government to solve the 'Er.l treen 

piOblen. It stopped giving m111 tary a1d to ~tb1op1e beca.se 

latter w1 tMrew tne rac111 ties avalle.ble to t..SA at Kagnew 

cn1l1 tary base. 

from tne above stL.dy 1 t appears that tne SOviet llnio" 

wants main tenence of peace in U1e Horn area and a peaceful 

solu tlon of the Rr1 treen p a. bl en beca.se tile l\ reb pow•rs 

end the Un1 ted states went 1D e~lo1 t tlle conflict between 

Er1trean secessionist end tne 'F.tb1op1an govemment to tneir 

adva.ntege, becewse by treQL.ent conn1ct tbe limited economic 

resoL.rces or tile region cannot be u ttl1sed for tne rapid eco

nomic development or tbe region and any con tlnt.A1ng war will 

weeken l':tb1op1a ana 18 likely to create "'nstable condi t1on 

\11. tnin tne cown try. Btniopia ana tile Soviet union signed a 

20-year Treaty ot F'r1en4sb1p end cooperation in ~Iovenber 1978 

llltdon s t1p"'lat~ tecnn1cal, sc1en tlf1c ana cwl t..reJ. <»operation 

botweQ'l tb9 two co~n tr1 ea. 
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Etn1op1a ana Soviet Union further signed agreanen tin 

itpr1l l97e end a pxo tDcol 1~ Sap tqnber .1979 by 111o1cn Soviet 

Union promised to provide economic ala to Ethiopia tor 

vario"'s ind"'s trial proJects. 

5o viet union wbicb swpported the resolw tlon e8lt1ng tor 

independence to Rri trea in tile General Assembly session 1n 

1950 coangea 1 ts posi Uon and te.vol.iretl reg1on8l au 1Dnomy in 

1976 after tile anno~cemen t ot toe N!ne-i.>9in t Peace Progranme 

by the ~tiliopien soc1al1at gove.,ment wtdcb promised w1oe.. 

ranging economic retozms to remove backwardness ot RtiJ;r~. 
• •ll...,: 

t;n1 tea states wntcn s .. ppo rtecs creation of Etb1op1a. 

Rri trean federation in tne General Assenbly seaaion of .198:> 

·end gave heavy m111 tery aid 1o the reg1me ot Hall• Selass1e 

in ~tbiop1a paid a lt.4kGWB11D att1 twde in helping F.tb1op1a 

against tne Eritresn aecesslonists vnen a military government 

wedded to soc18l.1st pol1c1es t;)ok over in 1974. 
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'lf!'tl 3»7? OG/JJE!l WAn 



Cb§D.t.!L!! 

'Iri'e 19?7 OGADE!l wAB 

Arter a1scwss1on of ttu~ main tenets or tile ~tiliopien 

revolu t1on of 1974 8"!4 toe cnmge or a ttl tude of Swper Powers 

towards tbe ~r1 tnan probl~, 1 t 1& necessary tD discuss tbe 

tole of uSA ana ner allies te. toe Arab powers like Saudi 

Arable, Iran, etc. in tile aggression on 'tl:tn1op1a by Somalia 

end Somalia end backed -..lesteD1 Som81.1en Liberation ~~ron t 
1 

{\aJSLF). Tne wSLF ned leuncned ., aaned m.ov•en t 1b tree 

Ogaden tmm Etn1op1an. bold and federate 1 t ln 1D Somalis. Ttle 

timi,g of 'WSLF attack on ~ tn1op1sn terr11Dry co1nc14ed W1 ttl 

tile F.ri trean secessionist insurg~cy, inteznaJ. tro\4bles a...cn 

es tem1ne, end poll t1ca1. 41ft1cu.lt1es 1n ·~tniop1e. 

We nave pl0vlde4 ev14ence to si¥lw that Ogaden 1s a part 

ot ll!tnlopla i1!ld tbat tiie government 1n Moged1sbu bas no r1gb.t 

~ claim tbet tne pi'Ovince of Ogaden was ever pert ot Somal.i 

state bec&Llse tnere was never one unified ~omeJ.i state cover

ing al.l tne f1ve regions 0'1 which Somalia lays .1 ts claim. 

Hietor1call7 the hom r~g1on wea not under one 1\iller. 1 twas 

41 v1c1ed in 1D nwm erow s regions each o t wnt cb "as n..l ed by 
2 

cbiets, Sultan a and i;mirs. Tnese 1nhab1 tent tribes or ethnic 

growps w111~ ned a nwnber of thlnge ln common also cUfterl!d -· _ ....... __ 
1. Tbe OAt, resol~ tlon passed 1n tbe OAU Comml ttee ( 'R1gb t n a t1on 

Good Offices Grou.p) neld 1n /~gl.ots. t 197? (in LiberevU~!'! 
Garbon) calls tne ~om8l1an attack an aaggression on Euu.o
p1a. Also see V1Jay wp ta, "l.IS Design I1'a11S in tb& horn ot 
At'r1ceu, l.i!lna.:trean, wt.l6, no.33, 16 /.pril 1978, p.26. 
Also seeL V1Jay Gupta, •*'ftle R ta1opie-SomeJ.1a Cont"l1c t and 
lble of EJCte~aJ. Powers", it·ore1&n A!t'fiJ:I.J!!QQ.E..L. Karen 
1978, wl. 28, 11o.a, PP• 4.6·47. · 

2. S9e tne t\ppend1ces in Ranan G.BtuaradwaJ, ~~ LiJ.L•m.a ot_t.!!!_ 
Bo"" gf AJ'_f!C.fl.a (Sterling Pt.ibl1&hers1 _1979), PP• 179-244. 
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f'l'Oal eacb other in val"io'*s weys. Hence Somalian swpport to 

\-,SLf and aggressiOn on ~to1op1& in 1977 1s w!1Jus t and 1 t 
3 

violates all 1n terna tic"~ conv~ ticms. 

\ .. e nave already men U.Onea tt•at after tne J9?4 ~ttdoplen 

revol-.. t1on tne Ettt1op1en goveznment declared its allegiance 

t> socialisw. ana pledged to t"lgnt .fa..dalisn, racisn, impez1e

l1sm Q'ld neo-ooliniali&m end tu nave frlendsra;> w1 til non

aligned a"!4 soc1e11s t c:>wt trJ.es. Tn1s feet angered tne "s 
govemmen t, but, as stats~, 1 t gradually Ctlartged 1 ts a ttl t..cle 

f'rom sw.pporting tbe ~tn1op1en govemm~ t (as ,1 t did during tne 

i1e.1le SeJ.ass1e r~me) to indirectly 1ns ttgat.1ng Somslle, 1n 

connivance w1 til co .. n tr1-es l1k.e ~'"''-!dl AJ'eota, l r&nj. etc., to 

attack P.tniopia on tne Ogaden 1ss"'e lnd break 1 ts (Somalia• s) 

fr1ew-.dsh1p W1 tn tne ~ov1et urtion. As stetec:i1 Oi.l&-1~g tne 

tta1J.e ;i;..elasale regime, t,;~f, a.pported ~tb1op1a tllrowgbou t tile 

period 1950-73 on tne Ogadfln ies.te by sayif!g tnat tern tor1es 

act;,\.o1&-ed. t:Jy colonial le,ecy s~la be respected and t&Sb 

dloiring tiABt ~eriod d1<i not accept or swpporttiomel1Bn propaganca 

eg81ns t. E tA1opia. 

- --
a. Tne manoersn1p or OJ() presumes tnat tbe memoer-co~.t.n try 

accepts tne boi.4naanes of eacn o taer as 1ntler1 teo fmm the 
colonial 1\.le and tr.a t tney snout a not tD1erate ~Y sub
v.ra1ve act1v1t1es originating 1n tn.eir CO'-i!\try age1r.st 
another mfUber-state ot vl!U. See Article 3, peragrap~. 5 
of tn.e OAlt Cberter of 1963. Also see, OA\.. Resc>li4 tion s 
nos. 16( 1) ana 2?( ll) of July 1964. see Art1ele 111(3) 
or CJftJ.J \Jnnrter-, 1. e. respect tor sovereign ty t:r!d terri tc
r1al integrity (OAU Council of Ministers Besolwt1on 
li!<Mfi\esolw. t1on .3( 11), 15 Febr ... ary 1964, Resol" Uon ~Y!l/ 
Res. 4( lll, 16 february l964t ReM. Res. 19( ll), 24-29 Feb
acary 1964. See J~pendice in Gupta, "The Etn1op1a.. 
Somalia Cantlie t. •• , " n. 1 PP• 6J•53. 
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'lb ~nders tan a tua 1977 vgaden war end the role ot ussR 

and LSI:. we nave fO \.lnderstand tne cn&'lgea md developments 

.in Rtniopia, 4'-rlng l974-77. Let us first "'nderstand tne 

Somalian. p mblem. 

Ttle Somalian consti. t..ttlon provides for tne rec1emet.1ort 

ot tbe f1 ve terri tortes ot tne born. During ~om8lia-Sov1et 

tr1endall1p t:nd since 1963 of e~ agreGnent on bo~dar1es tnere 

iHas been st..ibda.ed att1 ti.<le on me q..est1on ot greater Somalia. 

1'ne fB!'latl.c mwslims, American end Sauu Arabians nad been press

ing tne govel'tmf!ln t ot Scm &lie to ege1n te.ke up greater Somalia 
_A~· 
~. A., a one of tne reamns tor til.e overtbl'Ow or tne 

Somalian ci v111en govemmen t ln 1969 was its moderate policy 

on the Ggeden isawe. Tne :n111 tary governmf!'n t Willcb. tDok over 

t1l ted tc wards tne Soviet bloc countries w1 tn tile llope ot 

getting tb.e1r swpport tor tne1r claim on Og&len. T.b1s ••Y 
t;no.,.gnt was possible beo~se of Soviet ~pport to Erl trean 

eelt-detenn1net1on movanen t, Soviet op{Qsi tion 1D tile monarcbic 

government 1n Eth1op1e-. ~ov1et att1 ~de tDwards two ne1gbbo\.i r

ing states a Swdan and Kenya whien were pro-'Western. Tbis 

tll t waa received 1n westel'n capitals and _USA as an '-4nfr1eruUy 

gestl.u·•· part1c1.4ltu•n oecawse ot its strategic pos.J:t1on on 
4 

tl:.e Bed Sea, W1d.Cll is tue on rot.l te to Rwmpe. 

4. See David D. Lai tin, "Tne Pol1 t1oa1 'Rconomy of Mill tary 
.1\ile in ~ali eft t IQe .J· QB.!D al O,f Mod em Afr1c!!), S t..~l.,e.§a. 
14(3), 1976 1 PP• 449-4.8; Al Castagno, "SOmalia Goes 
MilitarY', Atriga_e_fport.. 15(2) 1. Fet>rwary l970, pp. 25-27; 
cn..p ta, "Tile l'.;t41op1a..SomaJ.1a Conflict and Role ot External 
Powers••, n.l, P• 41; G&.ap ta, "IJS Design Fe1ls 1n tne &m 
of Africa", n. 1, p. 24. 
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"'~U~of V:es~e..m.,.~gW.fJL. 

'Iue ~.est wt.<tcn nad be~ cwl tLvatlng tr1endsbip ot· tug 

hom c»\entrJ.es since ~orld war ll, fowna its interests tnrea. 

tened. The L~A 1!'1creesao 1 ts aid to Rtn1op1a end piled more 
5 

azus, £nd 1 ts a ttl t.de on tile ~ri treen ~d vgeden 1ss~e 
6 

tavo"'red Etn1op1a d .. r1ng tae uaile Se}.assle regime. SOmal1a, 

in order 1D s treng tnen 1 ts pos1 t1on m111 tarUy• en ~.r~a in to 
? 

a tree ty of t r1en<leb1p w1 ttl tne u SSB. soviet su1ps Wf!re g1 v91 
6 

retwell1'1& 1'a~il1 ties at aeroera pert. !flle i..Si• end tb.e best 

a~o'-&nced Somalia, &'ld eccw.sed 1t of prov1d1ng a military 
9 

base 1D tne Soviet Union at .aeroera. Ttd.s accwsatton cot.«ld 

------·-
s. see, i..S A.::.:DA, tl.Q..rl!J lt1l.&!!r.L F.;aJ!l!\!~m-ma. asL.!.r..m~ 

terj1, 496§:Ji7L{V.asn1ngto!.l, l9?6) 1 p.?9. q.,.oted 1!' Mobanmad 
A)Oob, •• 'Ibe hom ot Africa; Regional Confl1ct'end ~uper 
Power lnvolvemen ttt, (CI:Jp,_rrp jfl~D &n §.~ratt)gy !0.9 R.!fmce 
{1972) no.lS, p. 11. e..ceording · AaJJ~ reports t~m 1966 

to 1975 Rtn1opJ.a got ~151 millton or attns of ~bleb ,1120 
m1ll1on ca11e tmm liSA. Also see IIss, J'e.e M11&'1t8J'.z 
ftelf:!39.e .W7§-:7.2t (London, 1977) 1 p. 42. (lt,ioted in l-toba:nmad 
Ayooo, OQagi ts,, P• U. 

6. Se9 Gupta, "i-S .Ues1gn Fails 1n t11e .Horn of Africatt, n.l, 
Also see lnSU eo Eli>£!!§ (D elh1}, 22 M. ay 1976. 

?. Ibid., p. 26. Also &9e Ayoob, "Tile i.iol""' ct i\frica ...... , n. 
a, p. 13 aa Q."-O ted trom /ius tl"al.1& ~d tile lnd1en Ocean 
hepo rt !.rom tnq Au.s trelia? Senate standing Com ali ttee on 
.Foreign .!!Affairs ana Defence, .;enoer.ra, 1976, p. 21. 

B. Ibid., Also see n.6. 

9. I\ gro~.~:p of liS Congressmen 1nv1g;ed to inspect tae port in 
1975 eonfianed tbat there were no Soviet itt1l1t&r,y i,atella
tions tnere. See Golp ta, Rttdop1an-SomaJ.1e Conflict end 
Role of Ex.temal .t"owers" t n.lt P• 41. •, 
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no t be &'-< ba tan' t1 e ted, end even :us Congress en w ~ t back t mm 

Berbers unconv1nced ot tne ~onerge. T.ae ua Senate Foretgn 

Relations wb-coauo1ttee revealed tbe ltlttJ!,e known treaty oetween 
10' 

Rtb.1op1a and USA extst1ng s1nce 1960. 

As reported 1n .Ap rll l9"16t egen et ter ·tne Bewlu tlon, 

Rtb1op1a tr.led tD obtain from tile USA more tnen ~100 million 

wortb. ot mo4ern al'IJls, inclwding tanks mo 11a:r plan ea. & t tbe 

uSA in sis ted on reaa7 caall p&Jmet'l t by Ethiopia, tnd refused 
11 

grants ol'l credits. 'lbe reason was tiS dlapleaw re w1 til tue 

new Rtniop1an regime wilicn had come to power in. 1974 by over

tnmw1ng Haile Selasste ~a wW.eh Ul ted towards eoe1a.l1st 

patb. In tbe post-1974 rewl"lt1on period Etb1op1en-U5 rtaa.. 

t1ons rt.trUler detertoratecl. The LIS on tile o tiler !land, sterte:i 
12 

s~.tppor ttng tile Eri trean secess1on1a ts and 1n tnie tbey were 
13 

joined by the ArabS w.bo wen ted 1otsl con tl'Ol over tbe Red sea. 

··-------.. --------
10. 

ll. 
12. 

see, n. 231 cn.2. Tn.e test1mon1 before tile Senate Fbre1gn 
fie~ations ~wb-eomm1ttee bf State end iJetence Department 
officials aboved that ·t!n unpubl1c1sed treaty be1ween USA 
end Etn1op1a in 1960 was ccnclwded tor us awpport to tne 
40t.OQO..ruan Etil1op1sn amy. 

l'ile tes t1mon y sbowed tna t sine e 1960, L SA had provided 
mU1 tary as sis tence 1D E tn1op1e wortt.l Al4? million 1nel\lci
ing S\.lper.son1e Jet fighters, supplied bombs end arununi t1on 
to tne 15th1op1an forces tor ioiSe against Sritr~an 1nS~.&rgenc;r, 
S'-PP11ed m111 tary ter:ms to train Ethiopians in coun ter-1n
Sl.lrgency and stata.one4 3,200 uS mil.1tary personnel in 
f:!tn1op1a to operate a secl"et electronic 1n tell1gence net. 
work for mon1 to ring communicatlon w1 tb1n Soviet i,;nion. 

Tbe testimony reveelea what senator F\.lbr1gnt calle4 
ttvery artrul 1n-dep tb conoeal:Dent:t ot wnat USA wes doing 
1n EttU.opia. 

jjy tn.e agreuuen t, tb.e tes tl.mony revealed, lJSA ree.fti~U~ed 
1 ts "con t1nu1ng 1"' teres t in tlle se~ r1 ty or E tb1op1a and 
1 ts oppos1 tton 1D any act1v1 ttes tnreatening tne terri tor1al 
in tegr1 ty or E tn1op1a", See !trJ,s_en fiesg!l}er, vol.9, no. 
231 Mov. 5-18, 1970, P• 2663. · 

con t4. •• 
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It wee reported 1n Sep tentter 1976 tnet dwe 1» con Unued US 

sa.pport to Er1treens me us su:rveUlaance base st Kagnew, llbich 

was f"'noti.on1ng since 1953, was 10 i3e closed by tbe end of the 
14 

year. After tbe take over of tile CnatJtDensid.p ot tne ~~ 
0-.N'I . 

by olcl American eon tact Teterre Bente the us tl'1e4 1D perswecle 
"' 

tile Etn1op1en govemmen t tD cnenge lts dec1s1on _,d 1n Ja'l\iBl"J' 

1976 tbe USA cteo14e4 to mode~1Ze tb.G 40,ooo-men Etb1op1an 
15 

a11ned. to rces to enable tnem to face an7 Som eli tilrea t. In 

May 1976 tb.97 p:romised ~ 175 million cred1 t sales ot &Das to 
16 

RJ:biopia. 'l'ile M erxis t leadership of Etb1op1 a was 8Ll&pic1s1ous 

o.f USA b~81.lse reports bad reacl:Je:d tilem of tb.e US end Arab 
17 

diploma t1c attenp ts9 tD persuade Somalia to b1'8alt w1 tb ttle 

ussR on a pl\)111ae of US-Arab support tor the Ogaden claims and 
18 

eaonomic aid. including fUnds for overcoming econom.1c diff1o.~l ties. 

Tb1a also coincided witb. iomaliat in temal economic pm

blems, SOmali~. President S1ad Baree• s illness, release ot 

fanatic opponents of Barre fJX)m prison. Somalian gove.rnmen t 

1n an attempt to divert peo.,le's attention from internal 

tzom last page ••• 13. see n. 7 • 
.... 

14. see Atr1Q!D Resprgez:. vol. 14, no.22, 4 Oct-22 Nove;.nbeJ' 
1975, .P• 4096. 

15. See in terga t12.1J.9.• Ee £..8lJt.1E1 am! 1 21 January l976. 

16. See Richerd F. Bissell, •Renecta.ons on the Qlar~r·, 
Ql'b.!l.a. vol. 21, no. 4, Win t~r 1978, pp.SSB-59. 

1?. see n. ?. 

18. lb1d. 
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econow1c 41tf1cul t1ea again re1se4 the 1sswe ot Oge4en. In 
l9 

t411e 1 t go t ready SLip port ot Ule Arabs atd USA. 

The itb1p1ens drew up a 39-pase H~orandWl en t1 tl.ed 

ft\'Jar Clouds 1n tne .tioJn ot Africa", wt\lcb. elQ;)oaed to tr1eruU.7 
m 

African c:ol.tntries th9 Somali intentions o! ettack.1n8 Ett:Uopla. 

We nave seen tllat the USA in 1975 did not agree to give 

am1s to Ethiopia on cred1 t w t after tbe !tb1op1sn Me.morancha 

was sent to Afrlee:J countries reve8l1ns the somau in tAtn tlons 

of ettaclting Rtb1op,1a1 tb.e USA apperen ta.y chenged 1 ts tactics 

8!1d decided to give a•s to ~tniopia on credit 1n May 1976. 

We nave to see wnetb.er ttU.s was a move to belp Rtn1op1e err tt> 

conft.iae tile si twa Uon. 

As stated, tnis Cl1nc1ded w1 tb tne re-anergenc0 of 

t~atlc pro-lt.rab e1•ent8 ln Somali pol1 tics in 1976 dl.lring 

tile UJ.ness ot Som&l1 .?res14ent, Siad aarre1 wQ:» bad ttl 
21 

release his J81lec opponents l.lnder Arab presS\.11'8. Tnese 

oppOnents were mainly Muslims wo instigated people against 

social. is t 1d«»logy and ega1ns t Sen.! ali tnendship 'W1 tn Sov1e t 

Union. Ta~ae led tD the detar1orat1on 1n Somal.1-Sov1et 

tr1endsbip. As stated above, up 1o February l977 USA was 

atteJlpting 1D make moves tor en11st1ng Anb ~pifO:rt tD 
22 

instigate Somalia 1D attack 'Etn1op1e. In .Fetu\iary 1377 

19. lb1d. 

20. see Atr+can RfCQrd.er, vol. 151 no.6, ll•24,March 1976 1 
p. 4203. 

21. Seg n. 6. 
22. Seen. 1. fllp ta, "Etb1op1a.Somal1 Conflict. •• '* 1 n.l, P• 24. 

T.ae N'et1on8l Sec.ir1ty Atra1rs Adviser to us President was 
asked 10 1n1 Uate e po11c1 to errect a cilenge 1n the 
s1 tL4et1on in Red sea Zone "in evor7 possible way to get 

SomeJ.1a io be Oiir tr1end" 9 see !ntemat.!2JJ!l Btrfi§ 
.Ir.iB#D.ft (Paris) 27 J~ly 197?. 



- 116 -

Wll0D the MerJClsta tDok ovqr power 1n Etb1op1e1 tne 'West waa 

convinced tnat Etb1opia W0'4lci not com,e 1n to tne1r told as 1 t 

bad opted tor soe1au.1sm ~.nd started 1nst1ga.t1ns SOm8l1e end 

o tber neigaoours ot Btldopia to cl'Satl! d1ft1CL1l t1es in tne way 

ot Etbiop1&n 4ev&lopment. At tills Junclire we ,.ote tile nse 

ot the r1gntw1ng taatton 1n SQbalis end 1w 4es1gns to invade 
23 

Btb.1op1a. 

ies!.!lJ!l..J'QwUri.J!LfaL§e ttle;n.m ~ 

Dle presS\.~ JG or tne :rsnettcs or pzo ... Arao elements 1n 

Somalia startsa 1ncreee1ng ~tJd tbere was talk or .attaoldn& 

Etb1op1a at a time wben 1t was already deep in tm-..ble due t» 

in tern 8l pol1 t1oa.l. anti 1d.eolog1 c a1 fac 1D l'S ana tbe secession 1st 

pressure in Eritrea. SOmalia naa not yet bmken its treaty 

vi til tile Soviet Union nor 1 ts tr.tencisnlp w1 tn soeislis t 

23. S••J?Aims!;&Qu tg Qdlfh wl.l6, no.s, Jt.lne 1978, p.s. 
ln 1s con t8 xt. tJ s .P residen t certe r Uoi.t&b b1s se ere tery 
ot Stat$ Cyrus V&nce1 end Net1on8l See~l"1t.y Attairs 
Adviser Zb1gn1ew Brezens1nsk1, 1n1 t1eted a po11c)' of 
making ell a.tforta 1D change the s1 ta.atton 1n the RiG 
sea Zone "in every possible 'W&J tb get Sorc$11e 1D 1:1! o~r 
1"r1en4". See l'\je~atlSm!l Her!l,g, !!'1Me {P&r1a), 
27, J~ly 1977. bls s ta tsm en t snows tne t Lin 1 ted s ta tas 
was attsmp t1ng 1D keep Somalia on 1 ts side at any cost. 
1 t star-tad making ertorts ~ enl1s t tn.e support of Saad1 
Arabia, EgJP t, St.id&n 1 vl.o ware w rr1ed a bow t tne p recen ce 
ot Soe1e11s t regimes in Somalia and Ett.d.op1a, because 
tbat may pose a cnellenge tD tne1r fa.dal systems. Tne 
At-ab PQ••a weJ'e Pl. eo wo 1'1' 1•<1 abo~.a t tne Som el..i.-Sovl.q t 
and Sowle t. '!ttU.opian friendebip because th8.t liOuld pose 
a ena11enge to tr.J.e preaence or Arabs ln R~ sea zone 
wnich 1s a cheap m.d s are ft)w. te ro r oil. 
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coun tl'iea. TbiJ aoc18l1e t world vaa res~dlng Som«Lla 1ncl · 

RtQSop1a •• ~~. .. 0111n tr.lftl)ds in or4er: to solve toe problea. 

!be Soc18l1st wotld tried to 1n1 t:Late 41aCNes1on. for a nego ... 

tleted aettl.e:aent. Thia is ev14ent f.I'Om tbe fact that a 

meet.ins vaa calle4 1n Saana at Aden 1n Kercb 1977, 1n1 Uated 
.. · 

by CUba, ot Som8l.1a, Etb1op1a -.d Sow tb. Yttum to d11Cill s tne 

pmbltma between 'Eth1op1a atd Soat41a. · Aa a. reau'l tot tile 

meets.n& Somel1e agJeed not 1D invade Etb1op1a. · The neva ot 

tn• SorDfdl pmm1se was conf1me4 by Fidel Caatro, the G\4ben 

P reaiden t, 1n a speech in J:iawana in 1978 when be said, "• •• at 

tne Aden aeet1nc tile leaders ot Somatta seleatnly pledged, 

aolillnlJ' cosm1 tted 1b4baelvea not to invade Btb1op1a ever, 
24 

not to attack Btb1op1a m111 tanly ••• • 

ln tn.e Men meett.n& 1 t was aooted that tne d:1spt.l te b1t t. 

ween EttU.ople end Somalia abol.lld be solved peacefully tba>w&b 

neaot1aUon and attempt anould be mac1e tJ create a a:tnfe44tra. 

tion of ttl! V..O countries. 8.1 t Socaal.1a d1d not agree 1o · tne 

CUban proposal of creat1ng e conteaorat1on 1D solve tbe txuuer 

psobl.em. Tile ~•8 tem powPrs, ina taad ot Wttl.C0111ng the posal

o1l1 ty of peace 1n tile lb ~, tried t:» ins t1& ate tb.e CX'I .. n tries 

concerned rq all•&ing that Hoscov and liawana wGre tr11ng to 

coe& Rtbiop.ia a,4 Somalia tor a contederatton tD •dQz.tnate• 
. 25 

tile lio %l'l area and tne fled Sea ZOn •· 

24. 1 bid. , p. e. Alao see Pun yep riya Daagup ta, •s tl'ik.es 1n 
tne Red se..-, ItQ1!!J. RJUnJa (Delb1), lS l'i)r1l 1977. 

25. see · P• D ae&'-lP ta, n. 24. 
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~ra.Q i,.ta&!il! En lie£1 .tt~! tra1 

Meanwhile ~mali& Joined tne Arab Leeg~e .in Mer<m l977. 

1l.4s .Cae111 tated tbe poss1b111 t1es of eollabo rauon between 

:S'omalia $1d i~rab Le&gwe members against Etiliop1e. Tb1s 

reswl ted in tile Taiz aee t1ng 1n1 tltateti by Su.da1 1 oetween 

Somalia, Nortn I'enen end ~-..dan. It dec14ecl 1o pay SomeJ.:la e 

large anount o£ casb tD m®n t an attack. on Etn1op1a. Ott1c18lly 

SS\4d1 L,.raw.a prom1aed to give lB iD1ll1on dollars ot &14 to 
26 

Somalia. Tne Sumw1 t \iommun1qL.te declared 1 ts aim 1o matte Red 

see a ".Lake ot re&l peace end eoordinate tc-l-911" policies on 
27 

Etbiopiatt. 'lhe reasons for tile preparedness or Arab govern-

ments tb belp Somalia cen be seen in tne tact tnat Eti.l1op1a 

nad ctlOsen to bi.t.Ud a Marx1st.Len1n1st systan. Tne J1.rab 

countries • the oil sneikhdoms - were afrt4d of poli tioel 

repercwssions 1n tne1r own countries 1t Ethiopia were to succeed 

1n solvln& 1ta economic problans. J.~lso a..,. economicBlly inde

pendent Et:niop1e cowld pose e cnauenge to Sa.d1 J.rao1an plan 

1D twm tile Rea Sea in to an Arab .take tnd become tne master 

or · tne waterway. 

Tne cnanges 1n tile liom are to ue v1ewea not only in 

toe l1gnt or aevelopmen ts 1n Somfd.la and 'mtb1op1e but also 1n 

o tner ne1gnbot-~ ring area,, eg., we nave to take note or 
(~ Sau11 nrabia's desire 1o .become tne m.estel" ot tne Red sea; 

(2) S~4en•s domest1e tm-..bles wlllcn incl"-'ded opa;os1 t1on 'to -·· ,..,_ see i.IL.1;!m;attanS h.!.lfid ... Tr1'\~ 4 June 1977. Also see, 
.~Xorf. lim!la s May 1977; IS!. ~a.d!.an, 11 Jwl7 l9?7. 

-26. 

2?. ~· 
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Nwm e1n j • s regime, fin anc1 al breakdown ot tne state, s tagn a t1on 

in tne economy and An)'On,-a (Sow tnel'h Suden) rebellion; (3) 

Rgypt•s i.ntr1enc1ly r9let1ons witb. tne tiSSR atter tne 1973 war 

wi til Israel and 1 ts increasing Clependenca on t.ne USA for solu

tion or ti:•e i'&l.estlne problea End more so of treeing its own 

terri tory trom Israel; (4) Sa.d1 icil'&b1an interests in ~dan 

end \4 t1l1ZaUon ot tne Nile waters tor U.~nlng tb.e area in 10 
28 

tne • bread basket• ot' tne i\rab vo tl.O. Aoove atl we nave to 

take 1n 1n accownt tne westetn 1nte:r~st 1"'l tile Red Sea and tile 

Hom, tneir tear ot Soviet d0011nsnce ot the area. Tno uSA 

end the Wes te~ powers, in order to sd'egtlard their trad1 ti.on~ 

interests 1n tile area and aw1d ~star tmm tiLe region, sonQned 

to create t:ro~ble leecUng to tne aDDed oonf'lict befJrleen ~m&l1e 

and Rthlop.ia. Tbe Arab J..eag\ie maaberstd.p or ~oma11a wes wse4 

tc penetrate tne pol1cy-ma1ng bodies ot f)oma.11a end convtnee 

tnem of reg61n1ng tt~e1r lost region - tne Osaden area - fl"'m 

Etn1op1a at a time when '€tn1op1a was 1n ti'Owble facing Eri. trelltl 

secess1on1s t proble:n, fanine, poli t1ata. d1ff1et.il tles. 

In May 1977 Somalia tilrsatened tn.at 11' Etn1op1e 1nvedes 

i,;j1bou t1, tben $om alia wowld go tb wa:r v1 tn 'F.Uliopia. '!be 

Etn1op1en govemment macie it clear 'blat i.t does not have any 

claim on D J1bot.. t1 end. Stipported 1 ts 1n4epandence end 

sover~tgn t;y. 

'lbe Etb.top1en government stated tbstLJ1bOut1. torm$ one 

ot ~tlliopia• s trade ro'* tes, tb.e A4ci1s Ab&be-UJibou t1 railway 
............. 
28. Iu1d. 
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· being tile main economic 11tel1ne Br!d l1nk between tne two 

countries. ln sp1 te of tilis as a\ renee, Somalia la&incnea an 

attack. on ~tb1op1o, by destl'oy1n& tne bridges alone tbis Q>u ta. 

J•ccol"dil'lg to Rti41op1sn government, tbe :."'omQ1.1en obJ9ct1ves 1n 

Ui1S regard were: 

l· 1b deprive Etl!1op1s of 1 ts tra41 tional. import. 
export access tn tne sea ana to strSI'\gle ller 
econom1celly. 

2. 10 matte 1t impossible tor ~ttl1op1a to deploy 
its regwlar and m111 t1a forces as well as h 
-war .matel'i&l to tne battle fiO!!t. 

3. To rend.er tne people or DJ1bO&.l t1 de;.~den t 
on Somalia and otner reactionary Arab regimes 
by bloc&1ng tile floW of ess811t1Bl goods en4 
services from E ttdop1a a'ld by so doing d1s-
1Lip t relations aetween DJ1~ t1 a'ld t'Stil1op1a 
end ul Uma tel)' to isolate tStn1op1e. ~ 

1~ ~tu1op1sn erg"nu!Jn t 1s vE41d es DJ1t»&.l U fomns ._, 

1e~portant tr84e link. tor ialport end e.~port of good.s tD end 

ti'O.n Etil1op1a e'!d tne pioirpose ot· destroying tbe br14gos and 

ra11wa7s line along DJ1bot.~. t1 was to block tne flow of essen

t1el goods 1X> 1Jtn1op1a end el'1p~le Rtn1op1<n ea:momy. 

f2~J.m:.ftevarsta. a.ere§1d!Q t Q!rfl!r 
~tl1l.e tne Somali en ettemp tad fo block the S"PPlY ro~ te 

ot Ettdopia, tile Au eric Ens w1 tbdrew tts1r otter of arms sale 

to Etb1op1a "on tbe grounds of violation ot human J'ignts" 1n 
30 

~tt&iop.ia. Add1s Ababat 1~ ret&liaUon, ordered closure or 
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31 
ro-.r t;S orgeniseUons in 'Etb1op1a. ikt ter tbis f ree1i.lien t 

Carter a1Dpped all aaa deliveries to ~Wop1a w!Uch were on 

tile wa7 acaording 1o earlier pl"QQlise_~ forcing 1 t 1D depend on 

tile Soviet ~nlon for &l'lls. 

ln tn1a connection Carter• s pOlicy s tateent reads: 

ao. No mlll tary assls tan ce me,y be p rov1oed. to 
'Ugan4a, Can1»41e, Leo&, Vietnan, Mozanb1que.1 

Etn1op1a o.r Ul\lguay. 32 

50. Credit tor Araent1na. Brazil, Bl. S&lvedor., 
Ck4attmeJ.a, C-..ba, Rtn1op1a, Ugenda, Canbod1a, 
Vietnan, Leos, MoZaDbiq&~e l:ln4 Angola 1s 
prob1b1 ted. 33 

Tbis policy s tatanen t SllOws tt&et toveftlmen ts w1 tb ra41-

cal policies bad to face tbe L s wratn, whereas ta.ere vas no 

res train t in g1 v1ng a14 to opp ress1 ve regimes like tile t 1n 

ti:ag to.en lren, wu1cn nacl a favourable approach t»veras tne 

USA. 

Moreover, tne USA 111e.nted 1o eubarass l5tb1op1.a by s topp. 

ing m111 tary ald. wnen tuat country was facing ti'Owble on all 

tmnts, 1. e., ffJU11ne, Rritrean secees1on1s t 1nsur&GnCJ1 attack 

by ~811& on tne Ogeden p mv1nce. 

In tuis <Dn text, 1 t is necessary t> refer tD tile uS 

tore1gr. policy on Etn1op1e wllicn ttas clerlfied by ~illian 

Scnai.&ftle, us Assistant Secretary for African t~tatra, in tbe 

31. lb1d. 

32. Se.& Paul Y. liauuon41 DaV14 J. t Lonscbev, Micbael li. ~8lomon1 
"Qlntmllin& uS lums Transfers, iue F.Gerg1n& wyetan", 
QJ\l!.lt vol.23, no.2, Summer 39?9, p. 346. 

33. Ibid., P• 34?. 
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~Mate &tbcomal1 ttee on Rfricen Attairs, ln J..ugust 1976, 1~ 

tbese words: 

M""e are well aware tbat owr m1l1 t&ry aid is 
a u.to-edged sword and taat it 1e a major 
support lf tue p resen t &QVEUl"~.men t wi tn 
wtose ao ttons \ie do not always agree, partl
cul arly in the field o t wm an 1'1 gb ts". 34 

Ttu.s stat~ en t reinforces tile a:rgumen t that Jl.mertca now 

stopped m111tsry aid to Etn1op1a bacause 1 t d14 not a,ree w1 tn 

tne pol1c1~s adopted by Etbiopian gove~nment in 1 ts domestic 

and foreign arte1rs. 

Tbe \,SA tried 1D 1n1·1.1ct t"'rtuer inJury b1 re£Lls1ng to 

vote tor tne two-mUlion-doUar 'World Bank. loens tor ~tl11op1a. 
35 

ho\llever, 1 t waa gran ted 1n sp1 t~ of us oppos1 tlon. This 

sbows ttJ.at uSA triad 1o 1ntluence Ule \oio%1.4 Bank. not to give 

loan 1D Etn1op1e, tor its economic development dL.e 10 wS 

JlOS t111 'ty towards tilat C0'-4!! try. 

vn e ~ s scnaae to moun t a military attack b.f Su4m 

enc:i tne ~Stli' on liant.opie, Pres1den t carter b.eld turtber d1s

~ss1ona w1 tb f.!gJP t, Sa...d1 Arabia, Somat1a, .r'rance, .an t&in 

ana on l3 July JJJ??,. Somali Vice-~ resident Gener• &.sJain 

Kul.miyeb Afaran signed agreanents \iltll ~audi Arabie after beavy 
36 

oesh pe)'llen t tor "tnJU\1i1ng me .ioviets 0\.l t of ~mel1att. 

-----
34. ltld+ m alP r•u.,. 21 Decanber 1976. 

35. \JSA sustained f'o_,m vo ti"g on a .'25 mlll1on irrigation 
loan 8!1d ,332 m1ll1on loan to improve 8000 km o.f mOd in 
~tn1op1a bl.tt l.oens 11tere still approved by tne 'WOrld Bank. 

36. .See fl.J.'O-ii.JJ.!Jl J,ffa&r.u •. (London), no.s:a, 28 July 1977; 
~!:t.§tfm llmt!lt 9 AUgust 1977. til.so see t"fgmation_f.mm 
~~P~ n.23, pp. 6-s. 
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Otf1c1aJ.ly in l976, SSL~d1 Arabia bad given Somalia e 28 million 
37 

dollar aid and 1n 1977, en lS mUl1on dollars aid. 

As regards Un1 ted states design in Etb1op1a 1 t is 

anpnas1sech 

t\t tne back ot tbese political manoeuvres, was 
pl'Obebly tne us design to nave tne wllcle of tbe 
Red see w1 thin 1 ts spbere ot influence a-tel tbet 
of 1 ts &l.l1es. Tbe· need tor eerly steps be<! 
arisen W1tb. ttle e.xpulsion of the US military 
m1ss1on rmm Rttliopia, follo,_ed by tne suspen
sion ot l:tmer1csn azms sale to Rtbiopia. Tbe 
us •operation Take Over Red sea• cou.ld be 
ensily launched bec9;Use the ground was anreaay 
prepared in tile lt>rn ot Africa wbleh bed become 
a scene or severed eaca].a ti.ng contl1cts. In 
Er1 tree, the secession is ts• war was heeding tx;) 
a climax. • -wn11e 1n So\.i tbeas t Etn1opJ.a, Som$11-

~acltecl gl.lerrillas w1 tn tne nelp or Lo7alists 
f.Du t claiming 1D be a Marxist organization -

Etbiop1en People's Revolutionary P erty (FiliPD 
ned penetrate4 deep into tne Etl11op1an terr!TOry. 
10 ..ta.a this lii&S ed4ed 1n temel sebo t.sge in 
Ethiopia wn1cn the &iP had 1nat1.geted end w1 tn 
wbicb tb.e Etil1op1en a. tbo r1t1ee had to deal. 38 

This anply describes tne us design 1n Etb1op1a, 

ebarrass Ethiopia wnen it was already facing 1nterne.l pn>blcs 

like Eri trean secession 1a t in au rg ene;y, tam in e, etc. 

ln :~gu at 39?7 W es tern SOl.l roes reve&l e4 tila t w eat w ae 

accLls1ng tbe 4ov1e t Union ot trying "to saveR 1 ts newly won 

ally Rtb1op1a from beinc ruined, ana tbet 1t wmted 1D give 

a large pe:rt of Ogaden to Somalia end mme parts, 1nclu.d1ng 

37. See luto_mag.g,n~ iittE!lsl TriSMJJh 4 June l917f Also see 
Ayoob, n.5, p. 17. 

38. see Ca.:!pte., "~th.1op1e-Somel1a Conflict. ... •, n.l, pp.43-44. 
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39 
tbe k&.y tr:twns of Dir(lt i/e.wa ana iiarrar to Etn1op1s. Tne sr:me 

sou.rces ~leo repo rtgd tb&t til9 Soviet Lt1io'1 again appealed to 

oo th somalia and ~tniop1a 't» ana tne1r 61\'lied mstil1 tv &-d 
40 

start constl:'t.tct1ve dielog\.te fur nor.na11z.at1on of relations. 

The .iovie t appeal sa1a, "'Tne con Unt.te t1on of tile 

ar.Ded clasnes is .fr~ght with grave atter.natbs tor tne pec:t

ples or tbot area, tor tne c~se or tile Rtn1op19't l.lnd Somali 

revolu t1on. Tbe invasion of tbe t9rr11Dty of one country l:i' 

ttt.e azmed. .to roes ot the o tiler 1nt1.1cts dra&ge to tile cause ot 
41 

peace and security of peoples 1n Atrica and. all over tne -o:rl.d.'* 

Tne Soviet statement clearly snolfls tnat it did TlOt 'W'8flt a 

coni"l1ct b9 tween S\:m&lia find F.til1op1S. Still tne westsrn 

aourc~s con tln\&ed 1D make wlla cnarges. 

§om?j.j. ... i!Jd iu~mye..JDDUJ!l ti.QD 

lribile tne Sovi~t Lnion was mek11"lg en attempt to avo1ci 

war oetween Eto1op1a End S~~U.iet the Saudis sod Egyp til!(ls 

were wo rk1ng out '-" invasion pl~ by Sud en t:fto So.:nelia 
42 

against Stil1op1S. Tbis -was reported in a Heir .. t daily, 1~1 ... \u~tan. 

1 t f"' rtner reported tnat igyp ti~ President bad natcb.ed a 

plan. 'Wi tn SO.:nal1 !?resident 1n Ca1ro for mt 1nvas1cm on 

Etb.1op1a. 1n novemoer 1977. ------
39. see l1t1W.s..Rt...IDd.ip_(Del.U), 6 AwgL..st 1977. 
40. Gee Tkges,of' Indi.a (DellU.), 15, Augwst J97?. 
41. I bid. . 
42. see :C.!ib1~ •• t.~y (Li.iseka) t 14 Dec~ oer 1377. Also see 

!"!. 5, p p. oo ..... 2''1. 
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Ilei'o.re the Ogaden \\'ar, E1tl1oe>18 bad only 50,800 SOldiers 

(w1 tA 6 1000 men ot tne Terri tor1el Art1lf mobilised tD guel'd tne 

bridges 1n Er1 trea) and 20,000 reserv1s ts as again at 52,600 

of Swdan !rld 66,000 of Somalia (26,000 Somali t100ps were on 
43 

tile E til1o t>1an bo rdel'• ) • 

~king advantage of Etnioplan Amy's preoceueptlon, witb 

tne Sw4en boNer ~4 w1tb. Er1treWJ soccess1on1st&, the 'WSLF 

attacked tlle Ogaden region 1n Hoven oer 1977. AceoJding to tile 

Rtniop1ans tile WSLF was a Somal18'organ1Zat1on 1 w t tile Soma. 

liens den1e4 1 t. Tile Etb1o;>1an govemmen t s te ted tnet sopb1s

t1cated f1gbter plenes, tanks/ aij:>'ired earrit>rs, rodle ts ~4 

heavy art111ery vers d~loyed by Somalis and given to tb.e v•S.LF 
44 

for l&mcb:lng s guerrilla otr~sive. Referring to tn.e mili-

tary essie tance g1ven to tbo W$.F, SOmsl1 Pr&siden t Barre 

said on 2 november 1917& ttWe ere helping tbem tD tile ces t of 

owr ablli ty'', a.. t denied tne presence of ~cmal.1 t~ops 1n 
4S 

Ogeden. Etbiop1a raised the tame in tb.e QAU. 

Soma.l1,a re1 terated tneir dmisl wm.cn was not acoep ted 

by toe O.AU emergency session held in 1911. The OAU ecC\ised ___ .. ___ ,_ 
43. See .6[rW, no.66, February 13?7,, pp •. l6-17. Also eee 

A)IOob, n.s, pp.l.2-l3; Gwpta, "US Des1.gn ..... , n.l, p.26. 
\I 

44. Sea "SL4p~ort tne Jwst Cawse or ttle itn1op18n Peoples•• .. I ~~()\~~\.'1 
Mri,!t n. 63, P• 12. 

45. see T~ !Nardi,m..Je~y (i'lancnester), l3 NovembAr ·l977t 
Also see <:wp ta1 "ll S Design P'aUs •• •'.-! n. 1, p. 26. a. t 
1 twas reported tnet some Somali ott cers 1rtere given 
ret1:remen t end asked to join wSLF. See Gt.lp ta, "Etb1op1a
Somal1a Oontl1ct, ••• ", n. 1. 
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SOmalia of involv~en t 1n tile conflict, f.l!!<i ask.~d Somali& to 

respect tne terri to riel 1n tegr1 t.v or RtMop1a end vacate tne 
46 

ntn1op1an terri'!fory. &.t t Soma11.a ret"'used to et>ide by tn1s 

decision. 

Tne Soviet Union wlacn was siding ~oma11a under a 

tr~aty mel also gave importance '> ~'!e'tlly ecqL.1red friend 

Etn1op1a ·was i>" t in an awkward pos1 tlon 9 wn.en R til1o_p1a asked 

eld .flt)m Cwba !lnd Soviet union ti defend 1ts territory. ~be 

at ter fe111ng 1n e ttf!mp ts 1o bring Somalia and E tn1op1e in to 
47 

a CO!lfeder&Uon se, t mill tary o9lp 1o ~tlliop1a. Tbis Q\.les t1on 

created d1plomattc crisis as ?.tn1op1a receiv94 U.bysn belp 

md a,o tiler Soviet fr.tend, Iraq, Si.it)ported Somalian gA.ierrillas. ___ .., ·~ 

46. ~ee QaUz ~!Y.I (Tenzenia)t 11 I&Wgw.st 1977. 
'lb& t.JliJ Ooot offices Comm1 ttee M P-et1ng in 1..1brev1lle 
(GabOn) fmm 5 to a Augwst 1977 reaffittned rea>li.t tton 
NiG/fi.'11..i 27(11) w·n1cn bind mem&>er-states 1n accordance 
w1 tn t11e cnarter ot tne OJ~ 1o respect tne border ens t-
1ng at 1naependence ano adner~ce 1D tne cardinal pr1nc1-
pl es or bold 1ng inv1olebl e so vel'e.lgn ty en a terr11:o r1 f:Q. 
integrity o.C roanber states. l t egpe&l~ to Etniop1a a-Jd 
Som&lia fn cease acts or bost1l1ty. l t reJ~cted me 
~matian e1a1m tnat tne present f'1gnt1ng in u~~ region 
wQS 09fween ~til1op18 ~d. tl:d~ SO•Ca\l9d "tHJStem 1.1\oera. 
tt.on J:i'IOn t" 1n Ogeden. Tile 0~ ;neetJ.ng stated l:not tn~ 
f1gb tlng was oetween ~tn1op1a a-td .Jam alien arvnecl forces, 
star ted oy .;;om eli an aggression on Ogauen. see Jippend1ce 
1 in a~p te, "Rtn1op1a-~om&l1e ~n.t'l1ct and hole of ~xtetn&l 
.?ow era~, n.lt PP• 50 -53. 'n:.e i ... ppand1x enpnas1ses 'tJle t 
tr•e second eont~rence of ~e besd.s of .;.itata of tile t"!on
alig~ed aown tries in 1 ts Cairo S\imm1 tot uc tout.:tll' 1964 re
etftmea respect for t•ron t1ers of o.>~n tries es they 
ens t9d s1n ce 1"cl~encien ca. 

47. ~4.ban rres14en t seldt "~t\ll o&.o r personnfll in 8 tbiopie ere 
ace redi ted as d1plometl. e personnel. Tt.e:re are no m111 tary 
advisers es a.cb. in Ftt!1op1a. 1he.1 :rigb t is of tile govem
m Et1 t tiw t r-eqv est til& t we be toere. see darb~ra \>.. a1 ters, 
"An I!t terv1ew w1 tb li'1del ces tro•, l''grea.mJ .• f9lls.Yt no. 
281 F'atl 1971 t PP• 41·48. 
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ln NovellbSI' 1977, Som81.1e abmgetee tne £riendsb1p 

treaty signed 1n 1974 w1 tll toe Soviet Onion, accusing mat 

co~n try of betraying tne tzus t of tne Soma.t1ans. Tms \lias wel

comed by tile Arab powers sn4 tbe USJ\ who were trying 1tJ aJ.;ie-
48 

nate Somalia ta:.m soviet fr1endsb1p. Somalia aSked Soviet 

advisers t> leave tll9 eoun try. 

i4.t ter tile depart...re of SOviets trom Soon alia, tile 

westexn po .. ers like ~est Germany and t;SA -.maer cover of food 

end emergen~ aid pmgrttm>I;es en tend Somal1e. 

J\;fta r abrogation of tl'eaty betwen tb.e Soviet Union 

and Somel1a tb.9 clouds of war were clesl'l.y s~en .1n tile hom 

erea. !tniop1a, wblcu was elzt9ady facing mmy p:ft)Qlems, 

end w.b1cll boo tall'ld to ootain etms from USA, 1 ts tradi t.lonal. 

swppl1er, <»ntactsc the .So'IJie t lJnion tor 1mme41ste a~ta~en t 

nelp a'l<J its stJtateg1o md tctt.aa~ support. 

In tile first spell of f'igbttng tne Soinalian forces 

1'8portedly killed 6,573 Etbiopiat mld1el"S .ln tile town or 
1i1re Dawa. Tney claimed tbat t.QeJ destl\)yed 33 tanks, 30 

a1rcratt, 2d veiiJ.cJ.es End. baa cap ""red large qum t1 tJ.es of 

48. A Del :a. t dall7, ~1-"etan_. reported tbet ~YP t• s tlres1-
aen t agl'eed to co'ridtle t a m111 ta:ty oftens1 ve agaJ.ns t 
Rtn1op1a a"' ring b.1s talK& w1 tn Soal&J.1 Pres1den t in 
Ca1ro in Novanoar 1977. Tne paper, reported ~•tne 
planned m111 tary ofi"ens1ve wowld be one ot Pres1Clen t 
Sedat• s b1gnest swzpr1se f'or tne SOv1ot Lnion." Tn.ls 
m .. st nave eneo""reged Somalia to aor.osete tie --t"reaty of 
.t'nenosDip w1 tu SOviet ~n1on. fne ;;estern press Jub1-
11art t'ly ennownced Ulat Sow alia ned asked tne Soviets 
to q-1 t 1 ts territory. see ~Pta, nL.s Design Io'eils 1n 
hom of Atl'icat', n.l., f). 26. 
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anmwn1 t1on, &l\1.18 and o tner milt t.&l'J eqw.1pmen t. TOe Btbiop1en 

side claimed to nave ciesao,ed .~ Somel1 twl&s and el'tllot.&red 

ct1rs. But knowledaeable so&.trcea said tbat en. ttlougb tbere 

wes evidence o£ tanks end e1rcratt being -..sea, tne t1gl.ires 
·49 

were m'4CA below tb.e s tsted level. · .t\.1 tllot.~gb. tnere were 

clai:us and c»unter-Clela1s ot · ifltlictlng lOsses, 1 t COi.ild not 

be den1e4 tnat botn sides swrteze4 from heavy ceswal ttea 1ft 

men, abanent and e(Jlipwen t. Larae tumoors of people were 

rendered bomeleas. 

aes14es LibyEn and .Iraqi help Etii1op1a also reportecily 

got Israeli ~ppo:rt wbict.l wee however denied. fn.e Soviets 

supplied a~ms and eq"1pment end tscbn1c1ens. T'ne Soviet 

Unlon also la.ncnsd Cosmos 964 ·tD condt.lct a m1l1 tary tn.lnei

llanoe or tl19 .iiorn area and 1D report tile Somali penetration 

in 1». Ogeden and aas swpply 1o Etb1op1e. 

Wilen Etb1op1a was facing tlle SOmalian attaGtt ttle Sbah 

ot lren wal'fteo tbat ·•bis countr, liOuld not .rema1n 14le it 
60 

Etb1op1a violated Somslia•a borders.• t~t4s atatenent ~!'loyed 

tile Afr1c6f).s ana tbe O.AU as&ed Iran not to meddle in Eti11op1en

Scmal1&n attain. Ollli &CCiisGd Iran of being en t1-At1'1cen as 

1 twas ti19 main s16 s~piil1er to so .. ttl ktnc~ Repi.iibl1c. Irsn 

nevertbeless con tlnued tD aid. Somalia. In Jart\l&l)? l97a, ••s t 

49. See Gl.tp ta, •Tb1op1&.Sornalia '-'ontl1ct. •• • t n.l., pp. 46-47. 

so. see wpta, •us D~sign F'ails 1n 11om ot J\fr1ca• 1 n.l, p.27 .• 
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Ge1'!n£ny also increased 1 ts aid from .12 1o 20 million dollers 

end a. ttor1sed Somalia tD spend 1 ton a~ms. P.n ERC delegation 

also v1s1 tea M.og ad1sbu iD assess • ~ergency• ald. Tile USA 

also started to deliver si.x millio"l dollars 'lt.'Ortil ot food 
51 

1o Somelie. All tn1s aid n&1Uhl.ly strengtnene4 Somel.la 

end en aoled 1 t 1b cap 1M ra mos t or tne Ogaden region by 

J snue..r.v l978. 

a& t tM morale of tne Etr-,Jqp1m forces \1/as etlll b.ig.n 

end tbey were de tal!D11'!ed to recap ti.4re Og&den region fl'Oz the 

Somal18!'t aggression. Apprenending the poss.1b111 tv of So:nalle 

getting de£eated 1n tbe long run, sensing til~ lack. ot swpport 

by OAO 1D USA in SoinaJ.1an eggres.sJ.oa and dt.ie 1D 'WO r1dwlde con

demn,ation of Somtn1en aggression, tile USA did not Wa"l t to be 

41rec tl.y involved in tbA So:.ual.16n ... Etniop1ert conflict nor did 

1twent to .nave l.l'lyeonrrontstton v1Ul tile SoV1etLn1o~ and 

W1 tn tn.ts development, OS ~resid.en t car~r stated 1n a 

press conference on 12 JEftua:ry l9?81 tnat firstLy Amel'lca 

was using 1ts 1nnuence to bl'ing ebowt peace wi ta.u .. t snipping 

&1\'li& to cU.spw t1ng partt.es or involving 1 tselt directLy in to e. .. 
s1 til o t1on to be handled by tbe U! end OAi.t ; secondlJ, tl4a t the 

us bopeo tor 1ndt.c1ng Soviets •not to seno eiti•er soldiers or 

weaponsn 1n to ti1e area end to. join "a :ras>iC ini t1at1on of 

negotiation•; tb11dly, tbat tbe Somalis •m1gnt c;41 p--b1.1cly 
52 

negoUetlons 1n begin Smmedia,tely to resolve tJ'l9 Ogaden d·ispw te•. 

51. .Ibid. 
52. see ReJWonCl L. Tbu rs tDn, .. Tne 1Jn1 ted states, SQn aJ.1e md 

tne C1'1s1s in tb.e ibJn", #Om 21~. ;\fries (Ne.., Jersey), 
vol.l1 no. 2, April/June l97ts, P• lCS. 
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fn1s press s tateaen t was in 1D tal eon trao1ctlon ot 

earlier liS policy en<Durag!ng Arab powers 1Xi instigate Somalia 

to attack tile Oge4en region es enijmere,teQ above. The un1 bid 

Stat.Bs was c1ear17 on tne defensive because of lack ot swpport 

to Somalia by tile O.AL. So, tbe t.SA tact1ca117 asked. Somf4.1e 

1o start negot1at1on to reaolve tbe Ogadert <11spu te, w~ along 

v1 tb Arab powers like 5\.iden and North te:nen ana Wes te~n powers 

liite BZ'i tain end ~~renee, 1 t perswaded Som a11e. :to contron t 

!tn1opia Q'td renew tb.e claim on 9-gaden region end tnereo, nwlli

f1ed tt.l.9 neg4 t.latlon of Aden m·eetl~g where SoaneJ.1a pp.l'Omised 

not 1D attack ftti:l1op1a 8'!4 pledged to solve 1 ts pm blems w1 tb. 

Ethiopia tlll'OL.~h peacet'-l disciot&sion. 

on 22 J an.,.ary 19'18, tile Btb1op1an forces leunened 1i1e1r 

co"-n ter-ot'fensive to regain Ogaden. W1 Ul tile nelp of Soviet 

tecnn1c1ans• nelp end Cuban tmq;,s the1 dmve tne Somalians 

out of tne stretes1c harrar wo&.Olntains and Jijiga. The 

~t'Aiopia,s ea~n.tred large <l\.LBnt1t1es of American ams (122 mm 

us artillery, &G-7 lOckets, 122 ram mortar cnarg.es, 37 mm 

an t1- s1 rc.raf t &"ins, an t1- tan .k mines end emGJUn 1 tion era tes w1 tn 
53 

p alds t8l"\, 1 ran and ~g.w t marks). Tnis silows til& t at. tno ... gh t11e 

i,SA earlier promised not to send azms to Somalia in eese ot 

1 ts aggression ever 'Etn1op1a, later 1 t v1oleted 1 ts own pledge 

and s~ t anna to SOmalia tnrougn Arao countries. 

Tile Ettdopi.an v:Lctl>ry aga1.,s t Som!!tl1an fligress1on upset 

tne plans of tne USA and Arab powers to t.m tile Red a~a 1n to 
-I ,.. 

53. see A££\p...f_,t'ecg~y, vol. 17, no.s, 26 Ff.!brw.ary- 11 March 
1978, p. 4756. 
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~ Arab lakg e~a 'CD diseredl t ~tniop1en gogernmen t before 1 ts 
I 

own people. Moreov~r an ~tniopl&n v1c tory WO\..Ild dtny the 

Arabs control over the Sad sea. It wawld arr.-,c t the feudal 

syst9D of tne J .. ra:~ ::own tr1-9s, 8114 Somali~ design tor nol4 <ln 

Ogaden and Eritrea. 

In tileae circwms tences, on 10 February 1978, uS aecre. 

tary ot State, ~yl\is vance, 1Sa4&d a deelaretlcm calling £or 

a ceaset1r'' w1 Uldrawel of Somali tmops t rom Rtb1op1an 

terri tory and w1 tbdraw&l or "Soviet and Q.iban troops" from 

Etbiopia. Tnis was e cl.ever move to deny f!truopia any f~.artb.,r 

vic tJ)ry in the Ogeden region. T:be liSA also wamed tnat 1 t 

wowld review 1 ts pos1 t1on silould Ethiopian to roes "invad~ 

Somel1a pl'Oper. 'lll1s wa~ning meant preservation of .Lt8!if.§~ 

at ter tbe cap ta. re ot ugaden by Soz .• ia and denial ot any 

right tD recep 'bare tuis region oy Etbiop1e. 

ln tn1a-February 19781 .following 81" 'Etn1op1an t:Qreat tn 

break diplomatt.c ties w1 bl tne i.ISA, if 1 t sm~.old send azms to 

Somalia, a Ulree-man t.;S delegatlon 'Was sent 1D Etb1op1e, beaded 

t>y David Aaron, depl.lty assistant to tbe Pres14en t tor national 

sac~ri ty atta1ra, to woo Rth1opia t:rom 1 ts tr1f.l'ldab1p W1 tb 

socialist coLtn tries end ass~ ring tbet tne vSA would ranain · 

!tS. trsl in Ogaden tigb.Ung. This saows tnat America was 

tn1nk1ng tnet Somalia m1gnt not be able to keep Ogeden \Ander 

1 t peJtnenen tl.y. ---
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B7 10 March. 1978, tne Wbole of vgeden was regained by 

r.;tn1op1an troops stter beevy caa.al ty and loss ot p:roper~ 

1D Rtb1op.l8' end Cwben troops. Nevertheless, tne wSLF end 

Somali forces continued 1o atteclt Et..'liopien towns and amy 

ct:mps. 

Sea 0 w_1tl..f1. fot: ltJili:Qoia_ 

We nave 8l ready no ted in the t1 rs t cbep ter bow the 

colonial powers like Sri tain, Frt;nce and l tta.y t1'1eci to prev4!n t 

Btn1op1& tzom having a sea ou tJ.et beca..se w1 tnou. t Er1 traa (Assab) 

Etu1op1a becomes a land locked coi.in try. 1be &J. ten-tative 

oeto re E tb1op1an trad.e ro" te is tnro~;~;gll DJ1 bov ti 1D Wtlieil one 

.b.as 1D pass tiu:o .. go Ogeden. 

we nave already discussed bow Fr&nce wsed tne Add1s 

Ababe-DJ1b0w t1 railway line as e oarga1n1rig ins t!'WDen t agalnst 

l tely tor having better rela tiona wi tb the latter. 

\tt:e ileve seert now tne vn1 tea States took a lt.~kewel'Sn attt ... 

t»de on tbe ques t1on of sea ou ttet tor Rtb1op1a in tne plen ery 

meeting ot uzr General Assembly session 1" 1950, vner.eas tne 

Soviet Union gave full support to Ethiopia's cle1m tor bav1ng 

e sea outlet tor 1 ta trade md ~mmerce. In tW.s regard u ~SR 

never vacailated fJOm 1 ts pos1 t1on. 

In 1977 tne WSLF attacked the Ogaden pmv1nce ot 

F.tniopia en4 the Addis Abaoa-LJ10ow t1 rra11wa7 lino trying 1D 

prevent E thiop1a tmm ll&ving 1 ts no 111101 trade anci commerce 

attanp t1ng 1D wea&en 1 ta economy. --
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lalgQ,£1SQCf Qt:...lUeS...§,!!_ 

we nave 8l re&ClJ no ted in tlle £1 rat c.nep ter toe s tre tegtc 

geopol1 t1cel ituportence of Bed Sea, I»V Arab oil flows tiuu .. gb 

1 t end liiloever controls this area Will con t10l tile flow of 

Arab oil to western powers. 

-we neve seen now the colonial. pow ere like an tatn, 

Frsnae and Italy bad tneir own e<Dnom1c interest 1b dominate 

tn~ Red sea area, tnereby r~c1ng Eti1.1op1en influence in tb.e 

Red sea. 'Ihe1r move was in tended to block Etil1op1Ert outlet 

to sea. 

In tnts ch~ ter we nave seen b)v tbe Arao povers w1 ttl 

tbe1r ollln domestic problems 11ke Sudan's An)10n;re Ltpl'1s1ng, 

Eg.vp t• s ~ t1·Sov1et attitude, Sa.41 i..raDS.a• s desire tD dominate 

tbe lie4 Sea 1nclw41n& United States' dad~ to see con t1nued 

Arab oU now to Westazn cowntl'tes, beve eoino14ed 1n tb.e1r 
\"n~ 

scbtme to tw~n Ule Red Sea,__ an Arab Lake. 

ln tb1s eon text, tne exia tence of soa1el1s t covemmen ts 

in Somalia and Etniopla made these J.rab powers ei'ra1cl or the 

tact tnat th1a aoc1&l1at onen tetlon or Etb1op1a and SOmeJ.1e. 

tn1gbt lead 1o turtber1ng Soviet 1nnvence 1n tile Red Sea areas 

might pose a tnreat to tile Westelt1 powers• oil 10ute. Tiley 

were also atra1d of tne impact ot tne Sl.tceess of soc18l.1an 

in tb.e 1io rn on tbe Arab tau2 8l s te tes. 

'lhe s1t..atlon becaaeare compl.ex wnen Israel ll8lpe<l 

rr tb1op1a in letter• s cot.tn ter resls tance against Somf4.1a on 

Ogaden 1Sst.4e becawse Israel wan ted 1o aee tne Red sea area tree 
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trow Jl.r&b 1nfl.,.ence osca..ae Red sea .is cons1dera4 as tbe 

111'el1ne for Israel • a sec.r1 ty1 trade aJ4 oommerce. 

As regards the importance of .Red sea tile r.:natzma'l of 

tile i?l<tAC of Etb1op1a b:>l4 the O.AU Reads of States• Conference 

nel4 1n Gabon in July 1977: 

"U sin& the sec..r1 ty ot toe Red Sea and tne secessionist 

moveaent ln nortne~n Etblopte as a pretellt, ~dan end Som8l1a, 

wb1cb are ootn members ottne Letag ... e of Arab states end tne 

OAU, 1nat1 t. tiona wbicb Lipbol4 Ule principles of non-inter• 

terence and terl'ldoriel 1n tegn ty, nave in tens1t1e4 their 

coordinated efforts to rea.lUe tne.tr divergent, yet converging 
54 

no stile designs over ~tatople .• " 

\L.§::...Soul1en,..bueemm .~-

Tne eoncl"'sion of liS.Som8l.1a mU1tary agreement on 24 

~g~.tst l980 wilicn allows Un1 ~4 States to '-'Se tb.e e1r stl'1p 

and port at Barbera, and ports on tile east coast ot Some11e, 

1n reti.ttn tor~ million credit tor defensive arms sprea<l 

over blo years may pose renewe(l tnreat to E th1op1a as 1 t wowld 

s b'GI1g tn~. ~alien nands to tr3' to regain tb.e vgacien region 

ot Rtidop1e lost to letter in Maron 1978. Tne agreenent was 

concl'-ldad 1nsp1 te or opposi t1on by two a::mgress1on8l gt!O~.&ps in 
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tne liSA, 1. e. tile Appmpriatl.on (.bmm1ttee, and the Atr1oe 

'-bcomm1 ttee ot tne ibre1gn Atfa1rs Commi tt~ wbo e.xp resse4 

concern about possible renewed Somali claSm on Ogaden region 

of Etn1op1a. "'\ recent OAU .special meeting beld in La~ee. also 
56 

<ieno\olnced tile agreement • 

COn Qlt; R2D 

In tcds cn.ap ter, tne 1sa..es discussed relates to tile 

OgeQ.en war o£ 1971 and. the att11Ude of iJSA sn4 \tSSJi 'towel'4s 

tile Ogeden region, the issue ot sea ow. tlet tor Etn1op1a, end 

tile lmportan ce of Rea sea z.o, e. 

Tbe pol1cy ot U&A ves 'to create con& ttone w.blcn led 

1D an attack b7 a Som&J.i-creeted Org~1sat1on, WSLF on tbe 

Ogaden region or Ettaop1e end to e oreak w1 th tbe Sov1et 

Onion lll1 tb wbieb Somalia ne4 a Treaty- ot Friendship md ~

operation. Toe .n.rab powers collaborated w11b USA and. made 

beavy casil payment 'to Somalia tor l&l4ncbln& an attack on. 

Et.n1op1a. Tue main strategy was to twrn Rea Sea in 1D i~reb 
~atto.c.K. w~ \o.u.l'lc.hd a...t a -\-iynQ. v.:oheh 

Lake. l.Bth1op1a was .bl.lsy t"1gbt1n& 1 ts 1ntent8l pmblems 

1nclwding fan1ne end 1n.su rgenoy by tne displaced teu48l elements. 

tor lawnciling an attack on Btn1op1e, tile USA eoi.lld not tAke 

8!'t openl;y nos t1le pos1 t1.on. Instead 1 t adopted overt att1 tMde 

o.t sof'tl.ine on the Somta1en invasion. 
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Tne att1 tude or i.ISSE and C\loa ~Mas 1D try for a peecet-..1 

and negotiated settl.emen t of tae Ogaden prolll.em th1'0t.gb Ct.. ben 

proposal ot e Confederation ~tween Etb1op1e ti'ld Somalia bw t 

Somalia reJected 1t i.inder Arab preseu.re. Tile Soviet tinion 

ana Cl.tba gave m111.tery belp 1o Etnlopie on a fol'l.nal ret1f,test 

wnen &liA IJfR;p~ ~'-!1taf1? aid wnder cover of v1olat1on of ~lumen 

r1gbta t\nd ~tn1op1a wes e~taekttd t:»r somiU1D. 

As re,ar4s tne issue of a eea o-.. t:Let fOr E tn1op1a, 

we have seen tbat a saa Ol.t tJ.et tor EUUopia 1s essen ttl\l tD 

cond&.ct 1 ts trade ana Q)mmerce. To placate F.tb1op1en econom7 

tne WSLF tol'Ces attacked tne Addis Ab&b8-Dj1bo.t.4 t1 railway 

line wb1cb is the only sea o" tlet .for Ti!tb1op1a. 

Aa rager4s the !sate of importance of Red sea zonet we 

nave seen tna t tbe w ea tezn po'Alers end Arab powers wen ted to 

dominate toe Red ..Jee area by 1ns t1gatlng Somalia and WSLF to 

attack T<:tulopla whiob. depends on tne Red Saa. Zone tor 1 ts trade 

ana Comm eroe. 

Recent developments 1n tn.e bom are more d1s1Mrb1ng. The 

~S- Sornel.1an Agreement signed in l~gws t 1980 offered m111 tary 

&1d t) ~omalia by Un1 ted f. tates ln exchange for American base 
~h\c..~ 

at Berbers w1gbt enaowrage Somalia 1» l&i.incb. enottler attaCk on 
,...__ 

Ogaden in ft..ti.are bec~se ot beavy mUitary aid by united States 

as s t1p'-tl&teci 1n tile Treaty agreement. Tne main mo tlve ot 

u ~A seems 1D dominate tile Red see '-one through a m111 tar, 

oase at Berbera port ot Somalia. 



as . ._.! .. 
<DBQWS1011 



G!!!lrt!et. ! ... 
QONCWSIOLI 

Fl'bm tbe t ira t fo'l r ebep ters we have s tL. d1 e4 tli.a ml e 

ot two s.,.per Powen end t.ne1r 8ll1es in regard 1b Etb1op1a 

in partlCLilar and tile tiozn 1ft gG'l&reJ.. ln tb.ls chapter, lie 

will like tD a.mmarize 8'ld reat~ conclws1on regartUna o"'r 

opinion on tbls mle. 

Rven a cursory glence at tne b1stDry of R~lopia sbows 

tb.at .since 18408 S..ropeen ,powers like .Britain, l tal.y en4 

Fra,ce gl'ack.l&lly star ted tbe1r imperial domina Uon and colon1-

za Uon over Rtb.1op1e Lln,der tne plea of sea reb tor mark.e ts and 

trade, end of m111 tary protection against any otber colonial 

power ... ss 1 t happened 1n tile times of Johannes IV snd Menellk. 

1'\irtner, tneae eolon1&l powers did. not best tete to connive 

w1 to eacn o tber tor tbe1 r own seJ.f1sl'! 1nt4ns ts ( aD:nousb tb.ey 

vehemen tt.v opposed eacll o tb.el' at o tiler t1mes). i'bLls Br1 ta1n 

Joined hands w1 tn 1 taly 1n 1881 1o cbeck French penetratlon 

in to S&.iden and gtbJ.op1e, an4 at tile sane ttme tried 1D weak.en 

1 tld.f 1ft 1 ts conflicts w1 ttl Btniopla. 

ln lB85 1 taly with &.apport rmm Br1 ta1n, cep b.~ red tbe 

port of Massewa vbicn was recogn1aeel earlier as Stb1op1an 

tern fory under ·Ill acreenent batween Btn1op1a end art tain ln 

1884. In 1889 1 tal1ans forced King Menel1k of E1b1op1a 1D 

sign tbe treaty of uccialli wnJ.cn recogniZed I tal1an occ.pat1on 

ot t~assawa, ~ereby violating tne 1864 Br1 Uab-ittl10p1en 

treaty. Tb1s anovs tne colonial a'ld e.xpans1on1st pollctes 

ot tne Et.t.~peen powers. 
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.By tne treaties ot 1891 End lo92 J:lri te1n bad recognized 

Rntrea (Massawe) as part ot Italy, tnereby v1olat1ng tne 

1884 treaty sJ.gned by 1 tselt w1 th ·J:i!tniopla. 

Tne tables were t~.rned on Italy vtaen 1 t vas defeated 

by Btil1op1a 1n tne battle of Adowe 1n 1896. li4 t tne treaty 

of Ad41s Ababa cO\Ild not recover wnat wes lost by tile treaty 

ot Lcc1a111, ie., Rr1 tree was once again ce49d fD Italy. 

ln. 1897 E tn1op .t.a signed a tna ty with Br1 teln and 1 tQ'I.y 

wblcb. recosniaed Etniop1a' s rJ.gnt on Harrer end tne region 

bO raer1ng Bri t1sn So.ueJ.11 end. 

In 1928 ee a diplomatic move I tfQ.y signed a treaty of 

peeee tnd l r1endsi:.tip ~1 tb Etn1op1a, pledging tb.at p Dlbl.Ellls 

oetween 1nQD wowld be solved ttut>""gtl peacetld. nego ueuon. 
a. t 1 taly viola tea toe provtslons ot t.no treaty at tne Sl.1gnt.. 

estopportL.n1ty. It did so ln 1934 1n tne ltJal Wat1nc1dent 

wben it in tl\id94 in to Etn1opian wrr1 tory. .F1fl&ll; 1 taly 

1nvaded c.tn1op1a 1~ 1935 m4 captured. 1arse parts of 1 t 

thereby blantantly violating not only tt1e treaty of 1928 ~t 

also v1olat1ng tne terJ'i tor1al ln tegl'i ty and sovereignty ot 

Etniopia. Tiie o tner ~ ropean powers tac1 tly ac~o'Wl.edged 

tne I tal.1an oc~a t1on of "Rtniopia. 

Cmly to.e i:>•oviet ~n1on supported toe independence en4 

terri tonal 1n t.egr1 ty of 'Etldopia 1n tile Leagwe or !-l at1ons 

1n .1936. 1bls &bows now <11emetr108ll.y oppos1 te were tne 

atti t..des of tne socialist oot.antries end of tile weetem end 

FJ.tropem powers to tne proble:ns of 'Etn1op1a in l936. 
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ln 1935 Italy 1nco rporated Rtn1op1a as 1 ts in tegrt.Q. 

pert toereby v1olat1ng the 'l'rlpartt te Treaty of 19061 tbe 

liagt.te Pro tDcol of l92S, the I tslo-EUU.Op1an treaty of 1928, 

a!"U1 tne principles of Leai\'e of ltet1ons. 

In 1942 and l944 agreements were signed oy Etb1op1e 

and Bri ta1n ceding Rri trea t~~nd Ogac:ien tenporarily to Bri te11i 

at tel' tnoy were reooveroo from I tl.ay dt.J'1ng World 'Ner 11. 

Under tbe plea or earlier aid to Rtniop1a1 Brl te1n pressed 

ror v;1nclus1on ot En trea in to uri ta1n. 
• Sri ta1n 1 obviouSly did not leall'J any lessol\ tmm 

earlier I tal.1&n OCC:Wl)etlon ot Eri tree l:lld followed tile 

sED a policy ot economic ana social oppression and e;~plo1 tat1o1'l 

wh1cb very nu .. ctl 1rr.1 tated tbe Br1 trems. 

Soc1al.1& t CO\Jn trtes empbaslz.ed tb.at Er1 trea smu.l.d oe 

given pmper opportlin1ty to decide 1ts .fwtA.lre ald tile foreign 

tzoop.s snould be w1 thdrewn f~ ~r1 tree. Tne Gener&J. 

Assenbly in 1950 passed a resolution suggesting t.n.e federa

tion of ~ri tree vi til ~til1op1e. 

·t---
Isst9 gf Eritr!!f!! secessiop 

I 
As pol!"rted ow t by a doct.imert t of Eth1op1en go vemm.en t 

ree4!!1 tl.v, 't..bs Er1 trean secess1o111s t movEtnen t 1s e ,roci&.lct 

of colon1al1sn. Tbe document says: 

lt En tresns w~ld not nave been severed from 
Btn1op1a tnere co~ld nner aav~ oeen any qwes
t.lon of secess1on1scn. The need was given every 
enco'-ragen91'1t to gmw by a dell~rate pol1cy 
ot (a) colonial power P\irat..Gd 1n ~ri tree by 

con td ••• /-
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setti"'g one g10up ege1ns t ato ther, especially 
l<\wslims snd .;nrls t1 ens. ior exanple, in o l'CieJ' 
1D t'o s ter tile ., tagon1Sili between Ule bro 
co:nmi.in1 t1es, tile .I tal.ians WOuld nave oi'l.trcb.es 
b.lil t near mosqwes and vice versa. •• contact 
bebleen 1ne bfo communities was kept at tbe 
m1n1mwn, reserving certain occ"'Pation.s tor 
Muslims ~d otner tor Cilr1stlens. The tl\& tn, 
t.owever, was tnat tile Italians ••• deliberately 
11m1 ted tile level of eeucatLon that 1Jo tn 
Muslims an4 Cbr1st1tlle were e.xpoaed iD ••• 
Onder tbese ctrcums tencesl 1 t was in ev1 tabl.y 
clear tbet some aeces-a1on st tendenc1 sbould 
neve mtn1fested 1 tselt during tile stl\lggle 
tor tne decolon1satton of Rri trea.... l 

Since l96a, up tg l974 tne United States was having 

very CdX)1el r9].ations w1 tb !tll1op1a md kept it und&r 1 ts 

dom1nence. In 1953, 1 t signed an egree:aent lii tb 'F.tb1op1a 

for 25 years tD tJ.t1ld e mUitary and awrveUlence oeae at 

Kagnew (.Aanara) 1n ~tn1op1a, 1n exchange ot baavy mill tar, 

aid wi tn tue main mo t1ve of con ta1n1ng communism in the 

area, to replace tile eatl.1etl' colonlel powers like Italy, 

.Britain md France as tue dominent powers in Etaiopla. 

uSA concl.u.d.ed some a.aJo r economic eg~en ts w1 tn Etb.iopia 

o-..rtng 1950-73 pe:rtod of'ferl.ng immense economic grants and 

loans on val"ious irrigation and sgr1cul U.rel scnanes. 

The Soviet lJn.ion also s1gn.ed agref!llen ts w1. ttl Etniopia 

o.rrertng aconom1c aid, for oil exploration, gold mining etc. 

bwt only a 11tn1ted anol.lntwaa '-tSed byl?!tb.iop1a. Tru.s silows tbe 

limited Soviet role in 1950-73 per.t.oo in Etn1op1a. 

1. aee Btl:tr,!!...Jll!D. md Now, Ministry of ibrelgn Affairs, 
;>ress and lntonnatton Uepartnent (.Ad01a Ababa, ltay 19?6), 
P• 15. Cuo ted in Ran an G.. BnaradW&J, "'&r1 treen S eoess1on1sm*', 
1D!l11 t;.~artU'l.y, vol. 35, no. 1, J ent..tary-!4 arch 1979, pp. 
84-85. 
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In. 19?0 1 t waa revea.led tbat in 1960 United statea 

bad aiped e aecnt deal vt til Etblople pzom1a1na to pzo teet 

ita "terri tDriaJ. ill teg.r1 tT' aaalns t Erttreen L1beratlon 

Moveaen t. 1bla &bows us a11pport for tbo Haue Selass1e 

regime. 

The year 1974 acted ea a great landmark 1n the D1e1Dr1 

of Stnlopie and marked. as a tuftl1ng-po1ftt 1n 1 ta re].a1d.ona 

v1 til the Cn1 ted states end Soviet Un1on when tbe regime of 

tteUe Se-l.assle was overtnzown by a govemmfn t declaring 

1 ts allegiance to aoc.t.alism. 

Th& new government wnder tlle 1nflt.~.ence en4 a tren1 til 

ot tbe "Etb1op1an Revolu tlon'* of l974 mede a N1ne.Po1n t 

P eaoe Uecl. are tlon Sn 1 te N a tton a1 Deaoo ra tl c Rewlu tion 

P mgrtlllUle in M a7 1976 for a peaoett.ll. snd d«aoorat1c aolu t1on 

of ·toe Eritnan problem and 1n tn1a context set up a 

e<lam1ea1on tq} tae implenentatlcm of tne peace pmgftmme. 

on tile Bl'1 treen lasue, tile Soviet Union A8d &lg&eated 

a peaceful eolu t1on ot tee problen, eepec18lly regionta 

~ 1Dnomy or ErJ. trea w1 th1n tne sovereip ty of 'etbiop1a, 

after conatNct1ve discussion betMeen t.t.e Eritreana tl'td 

'E 1:A1op 1e.n e. 

dbe Etb1op1Gn soo1el1at aovernment polnte4 out that 

only w1 til Ltnity can tney aco1eve &lcceaa again at oppression 

end pereecu tlon of tile past end ot tbe W.eate~n powera. It 

aa141 "Any Gttc rt made 1D prevent tbe un1 ty of tbe eaplol ted 

• tete& 1n tbeir t\4 tu.re exercise ot power .,_CDmea a rae tor 
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of d1v1s1on wbicil only nelps tb.e ens1es ot these sse 
2 

classes, no ~1 tbs tanding wna t lloaen they "lse. •. 

~!D&iJJ& fofiJiilRD ot, !Qe Utt1S!A S,MSJs gn.,Jdtaa_ 
. The united states w111on &Llpported tne pll>posal for 

oreatlon or an R Ullop1e-Br1 tree i'eaaratlon .1n tile General 

Assanbl;v in 1950 and aeve beav, m111 tary 814 to 'Etbiopian 

regime or haile se1ass1e to fight age1ne t tne Er1 trean 

secess1on1s ts fmm 1950 onward.s 1C l974, took a lwk.ewa~m. 

att1 tude on Etb.1op1en soc1l\1.1s t govemmen t• a req-.est for 

m U1 tary e1d egeins t tb.e Er1 trean secessionists and ins teed 

wamed Rtniopia not to t1gnt against tbeMt.isl&l rebeJ.s in 

Eritrea beca..se Etlliopl;an goveznment retu.sed 1D 1De tb.e 

American appmaen, 1n 1 ts to reign ~rnd cbmestlc policies and 

ord.erod the closure of haer1can mU1 tary t.lase at Kegnew. 

Instead Western JoumaJ.ists were .spre841ng telae p.mpegenda 
/ 

&gains t E tb1op1an covernment on Er1 treen seees81on1st move

men t tD d1scred1 t tb.e Etn1op1an goveznmen t. 

~er1c:a ~as in a dilemma as to 'Wtletn.er 'to con t1nue 1D 

Sl.lpport F.tb1op1a now wnicil is headed by e let tis t aovemmen t 

in vntcb case tile Arab powers wQ) were .swppo:rt1ng tne Eri treen 

secessionists migbt oa en tagoniaed, it 1 t would stop g1v1ng 
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m111 tary aid to Rttl1op1a, tbe latter migbt ask tor Soviet 

:b&lp. 

Sibeo&in& soy&et stBQd sm.,Eritrgm fmJ&a 

Soviet union resolt.l tely aepperted tbe resolL& tlon 

asking for gran t1,g ot independence 1D En trea in tile 

plenary meeting or ~ereol Assembly in :1950 and neld tnat 

tbe Bri tresns anowld be g1ven a tree clllice tb detel\n1ne 

tileir fL~ tw re. 

After tne tt1ne i'01n t Peace P rograune vas &n?'!O\t!Ceci, tile 

Sovle t Union welcomed a peacetLAl sola& tion of tlle Rri trean 

pD)blaa on the basis of tne P msranme r.nd favo~red a dia

logue be 111ieen the Etn1op1en government end tm Eri trean 

secess1on1s ts becBl.lse 1 t felt ttla t tue 11m1 ted economic 

resoa4rces et tile disposal ot En tretl'!s enci Ule Etoiopi_,. 

·soctalis t government snowld be spent on tbel r economic 

oevelopmen t 1ns teed of tAneecessary tip tlng. 

lie tween tne two miper pow en Soviet a tend was more 

mns1stent ·tnan tnat of united States because Soviet Union 

wan ted eaonom1c development of bo tn Er1 trea end TUbipp1a 

ootil ot wb1cb vere backwal'd atd poor wnereas United States 

was in tezrested in pl.aying one egalnst tbe o tner. 

Tb! ggadep l§SU 

1:ne RtnJ.op1en government twlds tllat Ogaden was never 

&.ander M egad.a.sb.l Governwen t, tbat Ogaaen bas a1nce long been 

under Etb1op1en centre ot power, tnat Oga4en 1a a part ot 
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Etbiopia becet.tse since b1s1Dr1cal ttmes tile people of Ogaden 
~ "'\j-Q_ 

ana Eto1op1a ~oen 1\iled by s~&e r...lers. They nave ro ... gnt 

togetnor against tne foreign invaders particularly Ule 

hri tisb and 1 talian <DlonQJ.1sn. .a.t Somalia took adventage 

or tne oe11be rats a ttl!mp t of colGn1al. powers 11> keep tile 

IX'i._ftoer1es veg~e end wnclea:r in toe t~etles signed by l tal.y 

tf\G Rtaiopia ~ lie? enci 1908. 

Som&11 claim on Ogeden was based on tb.e taot tnat 

Ogacien ned baen to .rc1bly analgf.Gat9d ~1 tn l'\tniop1a by t:ne 

coloniBl tJOWe:rs like 1 t:ay unci~r tbe treatlas ot lED? etta 

l908 and ila4 bG9n given back t:anporaruy 1C i3ri tain under 

til9 trestles o£ .1942 end 1944 tD Swit the ~~pose ot t.be 

colon1el powers tor economic e~loi taU. on anc:l political 

ciom1nat1vn of tne eree. 

Mo reo vel' tile Somalia claim on Ogaden 1s ""Just on 

tne basis of: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

·~' 

toe Leag~e of !l at1ons l:l'ld Un1 ted N' aUons~. and 
United Natlon.s pi"'vis1ons ot non-1ntel'f'erence 
in o tners• in t~rna.l af'fa1rs and main tene!'tce of 
terr11nr1a1 integrity or o tner cown tries; 
tne provisions of tie Cnarter ot tne Orgsniza.. 
t1on ot Atl'lCEtl un1 ty agetns t any change of 
bOlder 1nbe1'1 ted tma toe =lon1el powersJ 
tile 1944 eareenen t oe1ateen Etn1op1a end ttr1 ta1n 
expl1c1 tl.v recognising Btiliop1an 53vere1cn ty 
over Ocaden end 
tn~ p l'OVi s1ons ot tile M ano randwn a., bni tted 
by Ogaden tl'ioes appealing to tne nr1 t1 sb 
goyqznment for tlle1r au&lganatton ,;1 tn 
Etiliopla. 

here 1 t snowld be no ted tnat tne Arab powers like Bgyp t, 
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states, Br1 tatn, West Gebenv, France and P&ki& ten, plaotned 

to dra• SOmalia away from its fr1endsn1p vitil tile Soviet 

t.tnion as they were· afraid of Ule radical elements both ot 

Somali& end Etbiopia. So to prevent tbe rsd1ceJ. elenents 

frQn taking tile wpper llcnd tbey foiled tt.ae Qib&n effort 

( 1b solve tne Ogacien plbblem peacefully by foi\Dation of a 

oonfederat1on), and pow. red beavy cash to tile Arab fanatics 

in ioioraalia to draw it &.'W8T from tile Sov1ett~n1ont ana 
jl 

Somalia etded tile "Wea tern Somalia L1bt1Jrat1on Fl'Of.'J t in 1 ts 

attack on tile Ogaden province wi*l belt of tne Etn1op1an 

tl'Oos were t1gb ting the Kr1 traan secessionists end. tb9 

1n su rgen ts. 

The Arao countri.,s, vita their own 1nd1v1d-.al pJOblens 

like Egypt's ant1-Sov1et attit.de, Sw.4aot's 1ntem!d f1nen

c1al cr1s1s Eftd tbe· AnJQnya Lapr1s1ng, S&t~di Arabia• s En t1-

cQ:n~n1st stance end tne desire b make the Red Sea en 

Arab Lake, end all 1Dgetner due 1D tne1r tear of eny 

impact of tile :rad1cat. e1-en ts of !tll1opia end Somalia 

ove :r tne .Ul1 tera te, oppressed mosses of tne1 :r own CO'-'n-

tr1es, neve used Somel1an auo1 t1on ot •Greater Somalia" 

ooject1ve as e pawn 1n ~tr aelt1sh 1n teNst, t.tnder tne 

supervision of t.Qe i.in1 t~ states. 

Tne T'.tb1og1an goveznmen t has repeatecUy Cltdmed, 

"Al tnougb. toe Etil1op1M people are condt.ctlng a revol\4 tionery 

stD.iggl.e to biUd e People• s Pemoeratl.c Republic, tney an 

exerting efforts tbwards creatlno; friendly re1et1ons atd 11-

v1ng 1n a>opera t1on wi tn ell peace-loving ne tiona on tbe 
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3 
basts of GQ.iali t.v end mt.i t...Bl respect." Howevel", tnls 

att1twde of tne Rtn1op1an soc1fdist government nas very 

oftBn been m1a.nd9rs1Docl as weakness End eJr.plo1 ted by 

SoJlal.1& wn.tcil, aided oy i.tSA end Arab powers, a ttackecl tbe 

Ogaden ;Jl'OV1,ce 1n Jfd77 tllro1.4g&l \!JSLF. Si.mt.4l taneously tbe 

mt.,ority Rr1treen secessionists aided by Somalia, usjt and 
.... 

Arabs tewncneo tne1r attaclL egaina t t..ne Etn1op1an socialist 

govemment. 1'bey overlooked tnat by this ectton tbey 

(lf!r1 t:reen secess1on1sts) snd Somalia were playing 1n b tile 

bends ot tee tt.l'ao countries and the Uni tad states a xole 

wbicil co_,.ld be descr1b8d as en U-Atrican. 

Tne Soviet union in 197l tl'ied tD solve tile pmbl.ens 

be tween E ttl1op1a and So:n8l1 a peacef~lly bee aaae 1 t bad 

re8l1sed tnat it bio soc1al1st co"n tries • Etniopia -.d 

Somalia - weJ"e tD fight for sol~J~t1on of tneir proQlans, 

tne i..n1ted States and t1l9 ·Arab oowntnes would take eel

ventage of it. J\nei tbat is vnat precisely bappened in 1977. 

S9JltS !ad SJvbfll B"irt !9 f.ioJ.J! e mta.ss ot 2i!d!!la 11 trea 

very of ten 8lleget1ons b8u been made by Western powers 

til8t the Soviet Gnion wanted to dominate Ethiopia, especially 

tnmugb 1 ts con tritu tion 1n 'Rtn1op1~ v1c1D ry ovar Somalia 

1n l978 en a in tile coun ter ortensi v~ to reg aln 1 ts 1o s t 

terr11'Dry or Ogeden. 

8i t it was only after tlle United States sfopped 

giving m111 tary aid to Btniopia on tn9 plea ot violation of 

3. Ibid., pp.l9-20. 
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wmen rights end on epec:1t1c nquest fl'bm tne Etb1op1an 

&OVP.Jnmen t tba t the Soviet Union gave mill tery &1d. _, sate

guald Btb1op1a• s ten'! tori&l in tegd ty tor regaining Ogaden. 

we have ~ also seen that ttn:ough Soviet end ~bfft 

ettort 1n 1977 tne Aden meeting \!iSS ananged 1D solve tbe 

p mble!tnS be tween Etniop1e end Somalia tbmu.gb peacet\tl 

nego t1a Uon by cNatl.on or contecleretlon be tween the two. 

In 1978 Sov1etUn1on end c.bba tried tD solve tbe pm

bl•. ot id trea peacetu.lly tiuuwgh negot1at1ons between tbe 

two tee ttons ot Br1 trean secessionists tt.P End trrlf, a,d 

tile Rtb1op1~ government. 

I Fran tM Soviet policy 1n the hem ·1 t appears tbat 

Soviet 1., teres t 11es 1n tile 1ru:lepende,ae of Reel S·ea coun

tries partt.e&elarly Rtn1op1e. All Soviet at~pts have belll 

·to persuade tne confi1ct1ng countl'les 1D negotiate anong 

thaD selves and settle d1spu tea peaoet"-lly. 

Moreover, Soviet policy d-.ands that tbe Smper18l1st 

Arab powers siloul.d not be gi van en :1 cb._, ce 1D mSke tbe 

Red Sea en Arab Lake, because by 'tll&t tbey w111 tr.y 1D 

dominate the Soc1al1st coa.tn tries of Btn1op1a end Scm alia 

end wUl try to 11qu.1data t.i'la :rsd1cel eJ.~e"' ts ot tilese 

two COt.An tries vbo li&7-'be a tb:reat ib to.elr O\tln f'eudal sysU.U. 

1\.trtb.er, tile Soviet Union respects OAL principle tb.et 

tne terr11DI'18l. integrity and sovereignty ot African nations 

as 1nber1 ted tn;,m colo:n1al powers sto .. ld be respected and 

anr ;> mblem on til1a, sbowld be solved peacefully. 
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On tbe otber bend, USA wen atter pleec11ng tbat 1 t li0u14 
;) 

not give m111 tary e1d 1'D SomaJ..ia for 1 ts 1nva~ or Ogaden 

ind1rec tl.y helped SQD$1.1a ( Uuougb. Arab powers, llke S..dan 

~JP t md Westsm powers like France, Bri taln, West Ge111en7) 

in 1 ts dreao. or *'Greater Somal.1&". ~ TMs con t1nu1n& in te1\. 

terence b7 Un1 ted States ln 'Etbioplan affairs forced tb.e 

tl!til1op1en. govemmen t 1D threaten 1D b~\k ott relations 

w1 tn united States} 

,!.i;ie '" esj!gn_QL 8 J.b19a!!!L 0\f AJl.J • .A» _§!,! 

TO!l Addle Ab8ba-Dj lbot. t1 railway line serves as tbe 

only sea outLet for Etbiopia, til&ftby actl'!"tg as the 11fe-

11,H;, tor tile Rtll1op1ens for 1 ts ifr•pO rts ~d export trade 

and. commerce, for transporting essen t1Bl goods tD Rti11op1a. 

we nave seen bow the colonial powers like Italy, France 

and Bri taln tried to manipulate En.ci obstruct Etbiop1a tmm 

having pmper tee1l1t1es fbr a see outlet by eontD>ll1ng 

tile Addis Aoab6-DJ1bow t1 railway zone in tr..e1r own 1n teres t. 

-(Toe main purpose of -'om ella 1n con t1nli1ng war-like condi

tions 1n Ogaden region 1s to cut orr Etn.tcp1a' s link end 

weaken 1 ts econom1. Tnis e].so torc~s Etniopia t::; SpE!rld 

beav1ly on 1 ts defence bLidge t and th\ls engage a large man

po'Wer 1n non-pl'Oduc t1ve ac t1vi ttes}. 

lmpo rtence of $!1! Red St§ 

Bestdes, sea ope.rting tna>ugil Ogaden md Dj1b0u t1 the 

o tner outlet is tili'06.lgb Assab and .Kassm;a 1n tb.e Red Sea. 
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Tb1s '-"creases the importance ot fteci Sea tor Etll1opia. 

Raa Sea is very strateg1eally si t..at~d, tnl'th .. gh Wt~t1ch oil 

flows 1D tne ~estern coun trie,, end wnoevl:)r con tmls tt1e 

ar~a will control tne o11 flow. So, the \<JestP.m pownrs elong 

witn Arab fa.dal ctllettains are bent wpon \.~\'ling tbe Red 
c.0.stl 

Sea 1n fD an i•rab Lake. ibis 1s m pw t til~ f.i!tb1op1ans in 
/---J 

diffie._l t1~s oeaat.;se as stated abOve tbe Red Sea is en ow tlet 

for Rtn1op1an trade,·in w.ttll its long cot:;1st 11!u~. MorEOver, 

arsy r .. rUler rad1cal1set1on of' tile born area may be a tbreat 

to tu'J 1'a.tdal Arab regime. Tb.ws, tbere 1s a design of Arab 

and -wAstern powers 1D dislodge Rtn1op1an socialist govem

m9"1 t ana t..nat 1s why tbey pressurised Somalia to attack 

Rthiopia on tile Oga.den isswe. 

§oyitt t- F. ti.J!p_g ~!!! ,l,~ri !DdS.Uip 'i'j§S .t)! 

In Novenoer 1978 Soviet vn1on ana Rtniopia oonclw.ded 

a a>-year Treaty of Fr.lendsbip end Coopgrattcm dw.r1ng a 

vi s1 t or ~ tb1op1lt'1 liaad or state Col. 14 engis"' f..s. t.b t&oscow. 

'nle treaty stated tnat both cos..ntrles woi.ild «oevelop 

8f'ld deepen tne rela t1ons of' lin breakable fr1endst~1p snd co-
5 

operatum•• 1n pol1 t1cal, economic, trade, sc1en t1f1c, tecbn1-

c al and CLiol t. ral sph~res. 

;,.rticle lO of tne agreement stated tnat 4'1n tne 1ntArests 
6 

of 9'\St..oring tile def'ence capaci tyt o.r the two cowl" tr1es, tney 

st•Bll co-,tin\.te tD· cooperate 1n the military field. 

s. S9e r...e~si"lt> •s ~ntanilP.ff:l.FY.~rcbJ.xe.ia. vol.25, 2 Faun.ary 
1978, P• 29435. 

6. 1 bid. 
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ln a turtner agre{Ujen t signed 1..., Addis Ababa 1., bprU 

1979, tne Soviet Union extended a low interest loan ot 

eo~ooo,ooo roubles tl ~tniOpia tor agrtcul1urel developm~ t, 

.1rH~luding tne repair or agri~l t4iral macninery &'ld tne constn.c-
7 

t1on or grain silos end cola atora&e plants. 

ln ~eptember 1979, ootn countries sig?)ed a protocol 

ext011ding technical cooperation 1~ tne f1qld or agnc~l1a.lrat 
macninery, geology

1
o1l/gas e.xplorat1on ,. ma providing aid 

for tue e.1rpansion ot tbe oil refinery as at Assab fowards e 
0 

target ot 100,000 tonnes per year• 

&wger of..tilerlcan Ba§e .to SAA§tlli_ 

The conclusion of (I !2-Somal1& m111 tary agreement on 24 

Al.igwst 1980 wr.d.ch allows United .;tates to "se ttl9 air strip 

an(} port et aerbe:ra, end ports on me east coast or Somalia, 

1~ return for ~4fJ million cred1 t tor defensive &l'ms spreea 

over wo years may pose renewed threat to Rtiliopia es 1 t 

WOl.lld streng tben Somali Eft bands to try to cap tu.re the Ogaden 

region or F.tn1op1a. Tne agree~ t wntc:b wes opposed by bllo 

1,;ongress1onaJ. g.roups 1n til9 liSA, le., the Appropriations 

~mi ttee and the Africa SU.beomm1 ttee of the .foreign Affairs 

Comm1 ttee, il&s also been dtrtowneed. by e recent special 
9 

meeting of the O.t~ in Lagos. 

7. See L6!1!D&!! 9.2DH!ul2ra:rz ~JP9&.!,Jla. vol.26, 4 January 
1980, P• 3001?. 

a. lW.d., p. 30om. 
9. .iee Ian Guest, •IU.ska of' Agreansnt w1 tb SomaJ.1at•, jl.n}p§...Q.( 

lmi~L(New Lelb1), 30 Octpb~r l9dO. 
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Somalia shou.ld start a 41eJ.ogue tor a peacefwl solw t1on 

ot its problus w1 tb F!th1op1e and tb.en go tor tt1e economic 

de¥elopment of the Somalians, 1natead of facing an~

eclon1al type s1 t.at1on by wast1.ng 1 ts reso~rces in purcbas1n.g 

arms fJOm Western countries. It ma1 be natural tnat some 

· etnnic gl'O\l,ps ere sore at tbe way colonial bown4er1es were 

drawn, cu tt1ng acJOss tbeir etnn1c and o tber ceen t1ng rae tors. 

&. t their playing 1n to tne bar.tds ot big powers will weaken 

tn8II economically wllicb tney should avo14 at all cost and 

try to negotiate isswes. If tnis .1s not done, the !lorn w111 

renain a play gmund tor tne big powers particularly westem 
. S..tO'-~~ 

powers wk.) bave neavy s~e"'tLi& in tne Arab oil. 

1 t 1s 1b be seen in 1\i 1llire bow far tne &id from tile 

soc1a.l1s t countries and o tners 1s usec1 for the wEtJ.tere ot 

tne p~ple ~d bow fer 1 t is llelpf;.l to tne economic oettftr

men t or tb.e people of tne area, 1. e., Horn of At rica, 

especially paople of F.tb1op1a. 
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