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IKrRODUCTION 
M.:Lg.z:-a.t.:Lon. .:Ls a.n. e.:x:pe.z:-.:Len.c::e ~.:Lth 

~h.:Lc::h. most of a..z:- e fa.m.:Ll.:La..z:-_ 

Def.:Ln.ed .:Ln. s.:Lmple te.z:-ms .:Lt ~s a. sh..:Lft 

..:Ln. the pla.c::e of .z:-es.:Lden.c::e fo.z:- some 

len.gth of 

c::a..z:-efu.lly 

c::a.u.se a.n.d 

soc::.:La.l, 

fa.c::to.z:-s_ 

based on. 

t.:Lme_ Bu.t ~hen. stu.d.:Led 

.:Lt .:Ls seen. to 

a. c::on.sequ.en.c::e 

ec::on.om.:Lc:: a.n.d 

The.z:-efo.z:-e a.n. 

be 

of 

a. 

~a..z:-.:Lou.s 

pol.:Lt.:Lc::a.l 

e.:x:pla.n.a.t.:Lon. 

a. s.:Ln.gle ~a..z:- .:L a.b·l e c::a.n.n.ot 

lead to a. mea.n..:Ln.gfu.l u.n.de.z:-sta.n.d.:Ln.g of 

su.c::h mo~emen.ts- Fu..z:-the.z:-mo.z:-e a. set of 

fa.c::to.z:-s a.ffec::t.:Ln.g mo~emen.t du..z:-.:Ln.g 

f.z:-om 

a. 

·p a. .z:- t .:L c:: u.l a. .z:- pe.z:-.:Lod a.n.d a. 

pa..z:-t.:Lc::u.la..z:- a..z:-ea. may be d.:Lffe.z:-en.t f.z:-om 

su.c::h the ~a..z:-.:La.bles ~h.:Lc::h .:Ln.flu.en.c::e 

mo~emen.ts .:Ln. a.n.othe.z:- .z:-eg.:Lon., du..z:-.:Ln.g a. 

d.:Lffe.z:-en.t 0 .z:- the same 

Th.u.s a.n.y attempt 

span. 

a.t 

of t.:Lme-

def.:Ln..:Ln.g 

m.:Lg.z:-a.t.:Lon. o.z:- d.:Lffe.z:-en.t m.:Lg.z:-a.n.t g.z:-ou.ps 

mu.st 

of 

be p.z:-ec::eded by a.n. 

the spec::.:Lf.:Lc:: 

u.n.de.z:-sta.n.d.:Ln.g 

c::on.d.:Lt.:Lon.s 

.z:-espon.s.:Lble fo.z:- su.c::h a. mo~emen.t- Th.:Ls 

also mea.n.s that the m.:Lg.z:-a.n.t g.z:-ou.ps 

pla.c::ed .:Ln. a. pa..z:-t.:Lc::u.la..z:- s.:Ltu.a.t.:Lon. mu.st 

be u.n.de.z:-stood .:Ln. the c::on.te.:x:t of the 

same s.:Ltu.a.t.:Lon., ~.:Lthou.t a.llo~.:Ln.g ou..z:-
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-u.n.der-sta.n.d.:i...ng to be c::olo-u.r-ed by 

kno""W"ledge of nea.r-ly s.:i...m.:i...la.r-

'I'h..:i...s 

m.:i...gr-a.nt 

the 

Benga.l. 

.:i...s .:i...n the c::a.se 

gr-o-u.ps :fr-om Ba.ngla.desh. 

bor-der- sta.te o:f 

A. st-u.dy o:f the """o l -u.me 

o:f 

.:i...nto 

West 

a.nd 

c::a.-u.ses beh..:i...nd th..:i...s m.:i...gr-a.t.:i...on m-u.st be 

-u.nder-ta.ken 

.:i...mp-or-ta.nt 

geogr-a.ph..:i...c::a.l 

keeping .:Ln. 

:fea.t-u.r-es 

pos.:i...t.:i...on.; 

l.:i...ng-u..ist.:i...c:: 

m.:i...nd 

the 

thr-ee 

th.e.:i...r-

s.:i...m.:i...la.r-

c::-u.lt-u.r-a.l a.nd tr-a..:i...ts; a.nd 

the r-.:i...c::h. histor-y .....,. h. .:i... c:: h. s-u.r-r-o-u.nds 

them. 

It .:i...s to be r-emember-ed th.a.t :for- a. 

long t.:i...me these t""W"o r-egions ·h.a.d stood 

a.s on.e; th.e.:i...r- people h.a.d -u.n.:i...tedly 

str--u.ggled a.ga..inst 

th.""W"a.r-ted 

Br-.:i...t.:i...sh. a.tr-oc::.:i...t.:i...es 

a.nd a. Br-.:i...t.:i...sh. pla.n to 

'I'r--u.e, they sta.nd sepa.r-a.ted toda.y, 

d.:i...""".:i...ded by a.n .:i...n.ter-n.a.t.:i...on.a.l bor-der-; 

b-ut ""W".:i...th..:i...n the memor-y o:f a. 

la.r-ge n-u.mber- o:f,. the pr-esen.t 

gener-a.t.:i...on, the Benga.l.:i...s o:f these t""W"o 

a.r-ea.s ""W"er-e on.e s.:i...n.gle -un..:i...t. Th-us her-e 

a.r-e ta.lk.:i...n.g a.bo-u.t a. people ""W"ho 
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ha.-v-e, cer1t-u.ries, sha.red. common 

history, s-u.ffered. the sa.me economic 

politica.l 

cor1tir1-u.e British 

en::joy common c-u.lt-u.ra.l 

the 

to 

and. 

lir1g-u.istic herita.ge. Tr-u.e, they ma.y 

be sepa.ra.ted. by d.ifferer1t 

.r-eligior1s, ~ith the Ba.r1gla.d.eshis 

follo~ers of 

Isla.m 

people 

a.nd. 

Ho~e-v-e r 

ling-u.istic 

the 

West 

the 

a.nd. 

-v-a.s t ma.::jority of the 

c ommor1 

historica.l 

Hind-u.s 

c-u.lt-u.ra.l, 

ba.ckgro-u.r1d. 

sha.red. by the people 0r1 both sides of 

the interna.tiona.l bo-u.nd.a.ry a. impa.rts 

oneness ~hich c Cl.r1r10 t be er1t.irely 

~iped. o-u.t by their beliefs in 

religio-u.s As a. 

res-u.lt 

sides of 

border is r10t stror1g the ca.se of 

the people of the sa.id. a.rea.s. 

Gi-v-en these 

it is not a.t 

migration 

border tha.t 

fa.ctors tha.t 

sets of circ-u.msta.r1ces 

a.ll s-u.rprising tha.t 

s-u.bsta.ntia.l sc::a.le ha.s 

India. 

fa.ct 

ha.-v-e 

3 

2,203 kilometer 

sha..r-es ~ith 

the basic 

fa.cilita.ted. 



mo.....,-emer.~.t from Ba.r.~.gla.desh to West 

spea.k Ber.~.ga.l a.re tha.t the m.igra.r.~.ts 

Ber.Lga.l.i, the la.r.~.g~a.ge of the sta.te to 

"'W'"h.ich they a.re m.igra.t.ir.~.g; a.r.Ld tha.t 

ma.r.Ly m.igra.r.~.ts ha......,-e still rela.t.i.....,-es or.~. 

the other side of the border- (Sa.r.~.:joy 

Ha.za.r.ika., 1994:48) 

Ar.L 

.ir.L a. 

.importa.r.~.t 

st~dy of 

Ba.r.~.gla.desh to West 

tha.t a.r.ises 

m.igra.t.ior.L from 

Ber.~.ga.l .is : C! a.r.L 

or fa.m.il.ies 

from 

be 

Ba.r.~.gla.desh 

gro~ped 

er.Lter.ir.Lg West Ber.~.ga.l 

la.bel ~r.Lder the 

'R.ef~gees' This a.ga..ir.L ra..ises the 

problem of "'W'"h 0 .is a.r.Ld "'W'"h 0 .is r.Lot a_. 

'ref~gee' First a.r.Ld foremost the 

term 'ref~gee' .is a. lega.l ca.tegory, 

tightly def.ir.~.ed .ir.L the 

1967 

1 951 Ger.~. e.....,- a. 

cor.~......,-er.~.t.ior.L a.r.Ld .it's Protocol a.s 

' ' 0 "'W'" .i r.L g 

to "'W'"el.l.-fo~r.~.ded fea.r be.in.g 

persec~ted for rea.sor.Ls ra.ce, 

rel.ig.:Lor.L a.r.Ld r.La.t.ior.La.l.ity, membership 

of a. pa.rt.ic~la.r soc.:La.l gro~p 

pol.it.ica.l c:>p.ir.L.ic:>r.L, .is c:>~ts.ide 

cc:>~r.Ltry 

former 

~r.La.ble 

c:>f h.is 

ha.b.it~a.l 

c:>r, p"'W'".ir.Lg 

r.La.t.ic:>r.La.l.ity [ 

res.ider.Lce] a.r.Ld 

tc:> s~ch fea.r, 

~r.L"'W'".ill.ir.Lg tc:> a......,-a..il himself c:>f 

4 

or 

the 

c:>r 

.is 

.is 

the 



protect .:Lon. of that CO'l.:Lrl.try. '' 

1979:29) The category 

(UNC:::HR. 

later 

e:::x::ten.ded to .:i.n.cl'l.:Lde ''e....:rery 

person., 

OCC'l.:Lpa.t.:i.on., dom.:i.n.a.t.:i.on. or 

e....:ren.t.s ser.:i.o'l.:Lsly 

order e.:i.ther part or the ~hole of 

h.:i..s co'l.:Ln.try of or.:i.g.:i.n. or n.a.t.:i.on.a.l.:i.ty, 

.:i.s compelled to lea.....:re h.:i.s place of 

ha.b.:i.t'l.:La.l re.s.:i.den.ce order to seek 

a.n.other place o'l.:Lts.:i.de h.:i.s 

CO'l.:Ln.try of or.:i.g.:i.n. or res.:i.den.ce " 

(UNC:::HR 1979:177) 

pra.ct.:i.ce, a. n.'l.:Lmber of people 

can. be .:i.den.t.:i.f.:i.ed 'l.:Ln.der S'l.:Lch a. class, 

there are others, l.:i.ke those 

are the ....:r.:i.ct.:i.ms of en.....:r.:i.ron.men.ta.l 

n.a.t'l.:Lra.l d.:i.sa.sters 

press'l.:Lres ca.n.n.ot 

the a.bo....:re category. 

Gra.eme H'l.:LgO a.n.d 

Un..:i.ted 

ref'l.:Lgees 

that .:i.t 

Na.t.:i.on.'s 

.:i.s some~ha.t 

refers 

a.n.d econ.om.:i.c 

be placed 

K~ok B'l.:Ln., 

def.:i.n..:i.t.:i.on.s 

restr.:i.ct.:i.....:re, 

the 

of 

fear of persec'l.:Lt.:i.on. as .:i.n..:i.t.:i.a.t.:i.n.g 

mo....:remen.t. It 

the ra.....:ra.ges 

5 

e:::x::cl'l.:Ldes 

of ~a.r-

people 

(Gra.eme 

1990:22) 



order to '' re f-u.gee s '' .:Ln 

the c:::orrec:::t perspec:::t.:L-...,.e, these 

sc:::h.ola.rs h.a.-...,.e g.:L-...,.en 

c:::lass.:Lf.:Lc:::a.t.:Lon of m.:Lgra.nts 

ref-u.gees, 

d..:Lsa.ster 

d..:Lspla.c:::ed. 

-...,.ol~ntary m.:Lgra.n~s, na.t-u.ra.l 

m.:Lgra.nts and. people 

by d.e-...,.elopment pro::jec:::ts_ 

Ac:::c:::ord..:Lng to them '' ref-u.gee m.:Lgra.t.:Lons 

a.re 

of 

largely 

some 

a.bo-u. t 

form 

.:Ln-...,.ol-u.nta.ry mo-...,.ements 

onset or th.rea.t by 

of e:x:terna.lly .imposed. 

c:::onfl.:Lc:::t -wh..:Lc:::h. ma.kes .:Lt .:Lmposs.:Lble 

for people to c:::ont.:Ln-u.e l.:Lfe a.s they 

h.a.-...,.e kno-wn .:Lt, -were they to rema..:Ln a.t 

th.e.:Lr home pla.c:::e _ '' (Gra.eme H-u.go a.nd 

C::h.a.n K-wok B-u.n, 1990:23) Here c:::onfl.:Lc:::t 

or the th.rea.t of c:::onfl.:Lc:::t .:Ls seen a..s 

the key c:::ond..:Lt.:Lon "W h. .:L c::: h. lea.d..s 

to ref-u.gee m.:Lgra.t.:Lorl.- Th..:L .s h.a.s 

They .sta.te: '' re f-u.gee .s 

c:::h.a.ra.c:::ter.:Lzed. by the .:Lmmed..:La.c:::y 

l.:Lfe th.rea.tening c:::omp-u.l.s.:Lon, 

rela.t.:L-...,.e delibera.te e:x:erc:::i.se by 

a.gent the ina.bility of 

a.l.so 

be 

of 

its 

.some 

.some 

persons a.ffec:::ted by it to rely on 

th.e.:Lr go-...,.ernment for nom.:Lna.l 

(1994:2) 

Vol-u.r:tta.ry m.:Lgra.nts h.a.-...,.e been 
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d.esc::r.:Lbed. a.s those -w-hose d.ec::.:i.s.:i.on. to 

mo-v-e .:i.s, to a. la.rge e~ten.t, mot.:i.-v-a.ted. 

by the.:i.r O'W'rl. c::ho.:i.c::e_ They a.re 

sometimes a.lso referred. to a.s 

ec::on.om.:Lc:: m.:i.gra.n.ts 

Na.t-u.ra.l 

those 

home 

fea.r 

-w-ho 

a.rea.s 

of) 

d..:i.sa.ster_ 

d..:i.sa.ster m.:i.gra.n.ts a.re 

a.re 

by 

Th.:i.s 

forced. to flee the.:i.r 

the on. set 

n.a.t-u.ra.l 

ca.tegory 

of (or 

ca.la.m.:i.ty 

.:i.n.cl-u.d.es 

the 

or 

n.ot 

on.ly the m.:i.gra.t.:i.on.s triggered. by 

s-u.d.d.en. a.n.d. -v-.:i.olen.t on. set of floods, 

ea.rthq-u.a.kes, -v-olca.n..:i.c er-u.pt.:i.on.s etc_ 

; b-u.t a.lso econ.om.:i.c .:i.n.s-u.ff.:i.c.:i.en.cy• 

(Olson. 

-v-.:i.olen.ce• 

d.ro-u.ghts, 

shorta.ge_ 

, 1979:130) a.n.d. •s.:Llen.t 

(Sp.:i.tz , 1 978) ca.-u.sed. by 

fa.m.:i.n.es a.n.d. se-v-ere food. 

Ref-u.gees, 

d..:Lst.:i.n.g-u..:i.shed. 

ho-w-e-v-er, 

from n.a.t-u.ra.l 

c:: a.n. be 

d..:i.sa.ster 

m.:Lgra.n.ts by the fa.ct tha.t .:Ln. the ca.se 

of the 

.:i.mpell.:i.n.g 

former the 

m.:i.gra.t.:i.on. ha.s 

o-v-ert 

h-u.ma.n. 

tha.n. phys.:i.ca.l en.-v-.:i.ron.men.ta.l 

force 

ra.ther 

or.:i.g.:i.n.-

(Gra.eme H-u.go a.n.d. Cha.n. K-w-ok B-u.n., 

1990:25) Non.etheless .:i. n. both type of 

mo-v-emen.ts, e~tern.a.l press-u.res a.re 

pa.ra.mo-u.n.t .:Ln. .:i.n..:i.t.:i.a.t.:i.n.g them- As Ku.r:Lz 

7 



O"l.:l.t, •• .:i... t .:i...s po.:i...n.ts 

~p.r-oot on.eself an. d. 

pos.:Lt.:i...-v-e o.r-.:i...g.:i...n.al 

the .r-el~cta.n.ce 

the a.bsen.ce 

mot.:i...-v-a.t.:Lon. 

to 

of 

to 

settle el:se~he.r-e, ~h.:i...ch cha.r-acte.r-.:i...zes 

all .r-ef"l.:l.gee d.ec.:i...s.:Lon.:s an. d. 

d..:Lst.:Ln.g~.:L.:she.:s the .r-ef"l.:l.gee fr-om the 

-v-ol"l.:l.n.ta.r-y m.:Lg.r-an.t.:s- •• (1973:130) 

ther-e ar-e F.:Ln.ally 

fo.r-cef"l.:l.lly d..:L:spla.ced. 

d.e-v-elopmen.ta.l p.r-o:ject.:s 

the con.st.r-"l.:l.ct.:i...on. of 

those ~ho 

by lar-ge-scale 

as dams, 

~h.:Lch for-ces 

people to mo-v-e fr-om 

fr-om 

ar-ea .:s ~h.:Lch a..r-e 

.:Ln."l.:l.n.d.ated. 

~ate.r-shed.-

or-

A d.eta.:Lled. :st"l.:l.d.y 

ar-eas .:Ln. the 

of m.:Lg.r-ato.r-y 

mo-v-emen.ts fr-om Ba.n.glad.e:sh .:Ln.to the 

state of West 

~n.d.e.r-taken. at 

Ben. gal 

len.gth 

(~h.:Lch has been. 

.:L:n. the 

c:::hapte.r-) .:L.:s con.ce.r-n.ed. ~.:Lth 

seco:n.d. 

ma.:L:n.ly 

thr-ee types 

m.:Lg.r-an.ts, 

of rn.:Lg.r-an.t.:s 

.r-ef~gees a:n.d. 

-v-ol~:n.ta.r-y 

n.at"l.:l..r-al 

d..:i...saste.r- m.:Lg.r-an.t.:s_ 

Br-oadly 

"l.:l.n.d.e.r-

.:L:n.-v-ol"l.:l.:n.ta.r-y 

for-mer- .:L:n. 

s.:Lt"l.:l.at.:Lon.s 

they may 

head..:L:n.g.:s, 

or- for-ced. 

case 

be 

-v-ol~n.ta.r-y 

m.:Lg.r-at.:i...on.-

r-efer-

an. d. 

The 

to th.:L.:s 

of m.:i...g.r-at.:Lo:n. ~her-e 

8 



mo....,-emen.t .:L.s pa.r-t of a. pop-u.la.t.:Lon.'.s 

The 'p"U..l.l' .:Lt ma.y be .sa..:Ld. .:L.s 

on. c::ompa.r-a.t.:L....,-e a.d.....,-a.n.ta.ge.s ba..sed. 

tha.t c:: a.n. 

the 

be de r- .:L ....,-e d. fr-om 

The 

mo....,-emen.t.s 

West 'p-u.sh' .:Ls 

by the poor- ec::on.om.:Lc:: pr-o....,-.:Ld.ed. 

c::on.d..:Lt.:Lon.s a.n.d. s"U.bseq"U.en.t pr-ess"U.r-e.s 

It .:Ls to be n.oted. tha.t a.c::c::or-d..:Ln.g 

to the tr-a.d..:Lt.:Lon.a.l p"U.Sh-p-u..ll theor-y 

m.:Lgr-a.n.t f.lO"'W"S 

the 

th.:Ls 

'r-.:Lc::her-' 

c::on.te.x:t 

0 c:: c:: "U. r- fr-om 

c::o"U.n.tr-.:Les-

the ter-ms 

mod..:Lf.:Led. sl.:Lghtly 

a.ppr-opr-.:La.tely .:Lt 

'poor-er-' to 

Ho""W"e....,-e r- .:Ln. 

to be n.eed. 

a.n.d. mor-e 

be sta.ted. 

tha.t the m.:Lgr-a.t.:Lon. .:Ls fr-om a. 'poor-er-' 

to a. 'less poor-er- C::O"U.n.tr-y; the 

la.tter- be.:Ln.g In.d..:La.-

In.....,-o.l"U.n.ta.r-y m.:Lgr-a.t.:Lon. .:Ls a. br-oa.d. 

ter-m .:Ln.c::.l"U.d..:Ln.g a.ll those .:Ln.d..:L....,-.:Ld.-u.a..ls 

a.ffec::ted. by c::r-.:Lses S"U.c::h a.s ""W"a.r-, r-.:Lots 

The effec::t .:Ln. these c::a.ses 

.:Ls c::r-ea.ted. by the d.es.:Lr-e to .:Ln.ha.b.:Lt 

.:Ln. a. mor-e c::on.gen..:La.l a.tmospher-e; the 

r-ea.c::h 

a. ha.....,-en. of sa.fety_ The 'p"U.sh' .:Ls 
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c:::rea.ted. 

host.:L.l.e 

by the spec:::.:Lf.:Lc::: c:::on.d..:Lt.:Lon..s 

a.t home; ma..:Ln.ly 

the d.eter.:Lora.t.:Lon. of the m.:Ll.:Lta.ry, 

po.l..:Lt.:Lc:::a.l or .soc:::.:La.l .s.:Lt-u.a.t.:Lon. a.t 

home- Th.:L.s broad. c:::a.tegory of m.:Lgra.n.t.s 

.:Ln.c:::.l.-u.d.e 'W"ha.t H-u.go an. d. K'W"ok ha-vre 

referred. to a..s n.a.t"U.ra.l d..:L.sa..ster 

m.:Lgra.n.t.s a.n.d. ref-u.gee.s_ 

In.-vrol-u.n.ta.ry m.:Lgra.t.:Lon. from 

Ba.n.gla.d.e.sh .:Ln. t 0 West Ben. gal may be 

to ha. -vre oc:::c:::-u.rred. a.t c:::erta..:Ln. 

.:Ln.ter-vra..l..s d.-u.r.:Ln.g 1950 

r.:Lot.s, a.t the t.:Lme of 1965 

an. d. 

an. d. 

1 964 

1 971 

the 'W"a.r .s , 

years 

c:::a.-u..sed. 

pol.:Lt.:Lc:::a..l. 

1975 an. d. 

by n.a.t-u.ra.l 

of 1974 

-u.phea.-vra.l.s .:Ln. 

1988, d..:L.sp.l.a.c:::emen.t 

d..:L.sa..ster.s .l..:Lke the 

an. d. floods fa.m.:Ln.e.s 

oc:::c:::-u.rred. -vrery freq-u.en.tly an. d. 

'W" h .:L c::: h 

'W" h .:L c::: h 

re.spon..s.:Lble for large 

"W"a.ke 

.sc:::a..l.e 

d.e-vra..sta.t.:Lon..s an. d. .:Ln. 

A.yod.hya. .:Ln.c:::.:Ld.en.t .:Ln. 

the 

1992_ 

of 

On. 

the 

the 

other ha.n.d., -vro.l.-u.n.ta.ry m.:Lgra.t.:Lon..s may 

be .sa..:Ld. to 

phen.omen.on. 

.s.:Lgn..:Lf.:Lc:::a.n.t-

ha. -vre 

a.t 

been. a. 

t.:Lme.s 

.steady 

q-u..:Lte 

An. .:Ln.tere.st.:Ln.g fea.t-u.re of these 

m.:Lgra.t.:Lon..s .:L.s that a. large n.-u.mber of 

the. m.:Lgra.n.t gro-u.p.s may be c:::l-u.bbe.d. 

10 



togethe.r

.:Lllega.l 

m.:Lg.r-a.r:t.ts 

-u.r:t.d.e.r- or:t.e s.:Lr:t.gle hea.d..:Lr:t.g 

m.:Lg.r-a.r:t.ts. The te.r-m lega.l 

c::: a. r:t. r:t. 0 t be a.ppl.:Led. .:Lr:t. the 

c::: a. s e of .:Lr:t.d..:L.....r.:Ld.-u.a.ls m.:Lg.r-a.t.:Lr:t.g f.r-om 

Ba.r:t.gla.d.esh a.s the.r-e .:Ls r:t.O p.r-o.....r.:Ls.:Lor:t. 

fo.r- Ir:t.d..:La. to ta.ke a. pa..r-t.:Lc:::-u.la..r- k.:Lr:t.d. 

o.r- types of m.:Lg.r-a.r:t.t Or:t. a. pe.r-.:Lod..:Lc:::a.l 

ba.s.:Ls fo.r- m.:Lg.r-a.t.:Lor:t.. The.r-e 

ho-w-e.....re.r-, beer:t. e:Kc:::ept.:Lor:t.s l.:Lke those 

-w-ho c::: a.me follo-w-.:Lr:t.g 

ea..r-ly yea..r-s 

t.r-ea.ted. 

c:::.:Lt.:Lzer:t.sh.:Lp 

a.fte.r-

a.s 

the .r-.:Lots .:Lr:t. the 

pa..r-t.:Lt.:Lor:t.. 

a.r:t. d. g.:L.....rer:t. 

to the f-u.lf.:Llmer:t.t 

of c:::e.r-ta..:Lr:t. c:::or:t.d..:Lt.:Lor:t.s. 8-u.bseq-u.er:t.tly 

s-u..r-.r-ept.:Lt.:Lo-u.s methods of lega.l.:Lza.t.:Lor:t. 

ha......re 

ha......re 

beer:t. 

beer:t. 

follo-w-ed. 

sta.y.:Lr:t.g 

fo.r- m.:Lg.r-a.r:t.ts -w-ho 

.:Lllega.lly fo.r- a. 

lor:t.g t.:Lme. They ha......re beer:t. a.bso.r-bed. .:Lr:t. 

the soc:::.:Lety, g.:L.....rer:t. .r-a.t.:Lor:t. ca..r-d.s a.r:t.d. 

of 

of 

othe.r- pa.pe.r-s a.s a.tt.r-.:Lb-u.tes 

c.:Lt.:Lzer:t.sh.:Lp. The e:K.:Lger:t.c.:Les 

electo.r-a.l pol.:Lt.:Lcs ha......re ~la.yed. a. .r-ole 

.:Lr:t. th.:Ls. B-u.t -w-ha.t .:Ls of r:t.ote .:Ls tha.t 

.:Ls r:t.O k r:t. C) "W" r:t. C) .r- esta.bl.:Lshed. the.r-e 

method. of 

of 

lega.l.:Lza.t.:Lor:t. a.r:t.d. a. la..r-ge 

bo.r-d.e.r-r:t. -u.mb e .r- those c:::.r-oss.:Lr:t.g the 

a..r-e .:Lllega.l m.:Lg.r-a.r:t.ts. 

F.r-om the p.r-ec:::ed..:Lr:t.g d..:Lsc:::-u.ss.:Lor:t. 

.:Ls e.....r.:Ld.er:t.t tha.t .:Lt .:Ls d..:Lff.:Lc-u.lt 

11 
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attach part.:Lc~lar label to 

that the terms to be for 

part.:Lc~lar gro~p of m.:Lgran..ts .:Ls 

large e::x::ten..t d.er.:L-..red. from 

s.:Lt~at.:Lon..s "W" h. .:L c h. 

to 

the 

the part.:Lc~lar 

m.:Lgrat.:Lon.. h. as place What .:Ls 

also n..ote-w-orth.y .:Ls that the stat~s of 

m.:Lgran..ts 

pol.:Lt.:Lcal 

largely 

d.ec.:Ls.:Lon.. 

d.epen..d.s the 

of the 

state_ As Partes an..d. Bach. p~t .:Lt., •• .:L t 

has been.. common.. that 

rece.:L-..r.:Ln..g states .:Ln..s.:Lst label.:Ln..g 

part.:Lc~lar 

d.ef.:Ln...:Lt.:Lon..s 

m.:Lgrat.:Lon..s 

besto-w-ed 

The 

part.::Lc~lar 

.::Ln..tern..at.::Lon..al flo-w-s .::Ls ~lt.::Lmately 

pol.::Lt.::Lcal d.ec.::Ls.::Lon.. the han..d.s 

the rece.::L-..r.::Ln..g state-" (1985:75) 

of 

It 

the .:Ls, as 

n..at.::Lon..al 

stated 

asyl~m 

by Leopold, 

la-w- pract.:Lce 

-w-hich d.etermin..e -w-ho fits -w-h.:Lch 

categories- d.ec.::Ls.::Lon..s are 

affected 

This 

migran..ts 

by man..y political 

.::Ln..tern..al p~bl.::Lc 

factors, 

op.::Ln..ion.. 

(1992:10) 

.::Ls applicable also 

from Ban..glad.esh-

to the 

the 

early 

stated 

years after partition.., as 

ea.rlier the::5:r 

12 
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c::.:i...t.:i....z.en.sh.:i...p. 

c::ha.n.ge 

f.:i...n.a.lly 

.:i...n. 

.:i...n. 

the 

the se...,-en.t.:i...es n.o 

s~c::c::o~r ~a.s g.:i......,-en. to the migra.n.ts ~ho 

tried to en.ter- The pr.:i...ma. 

des.:i...gn.a.t.:i...on. 'illega.l 

migra.n.t ' _ short ~hile the 

time of the l.:i...bera.tion. ~a.r the people 

c::ross.:i...n.g .:i...n.to West Ben.ga.l 

gi-v--en. ref~gee 

a.c::c::ord.:i...n.gly. 

a.c:::c::orded 

go...,-ern.men.t; 

methods of 

They 

c::iti.z.en.ship 

a.ltho~gh 

be.sto~.:i...n.g 

n.ot, 

by the 

s~rreptitio~s 

lega.li.z.a.t.:i...on. 

c::on.t.:i...n.~ed. The message, thereafter 

they ~ere has been. 

~elc::ome sta.y 

tempora.ry ba.sis. 

c::lea.r 

b~t on.ly 

The po.:i...n.t 

on. 

.:i...s 

from the se...,-en.t.:i...es n.early a.ll or most 

the people c:::rossin.g from 

Ba.n.gla.desh been. 

.:i...llega.l m.:i...gra.n.ts. 

13 



Causes of Migration from Bangladesh 
the case Bangladesh ma..:Ln.ly 

spec.:Lf.:Lc con.d.:Lt.:Lons ha.....,-e been. 

responsible migratory mo....,-emen.ts 

.:Ln. to the Ind.:La.n. border states l.:Lke 

West Bengal_ They are : 

a.) poor economic s.:Ltu.a.t.:Lon. a.t home 

a.n.d 

part 

con.sequ.en.tly the des.:Lre the 

of the people to eke ou.t a. 

better l.:L....,-.:Lng; 

b) displacement ca.u.sed by n.a. t u.ra.l 

disasters; 

c) u.n.sta.ble con.d.:Lt.:Lon.s created by 

~a.r, r.:Lot.s a.n.d pol.:Lt.:Lca.l u.phea.....,-a.ls-

Persecu.t.:Lon. of the m.:Ln.or.:Lt.:Les beca.u.se 

the.:Lr rel.:Lg.:Lou.s a.ff.:Ll.:La.t.:Lon.s has, of 

to a. considerable e::x::tent, been 

responsible .:Ln. the esca.la.t.:Lon of su.ch 

migratory mo....,-emen.ts du.r.:Ln.g ~a.rs, 

r.:Lots a.n.d a.t t.:Lmes pol.:Lt.:Lca.l 

~phea.....,-a.ls- A closer a.t each of 

these 

facts 

cond.:Lt.:Lon.s re....,-ea.ls .:Ln.terest.:Ln.g 

~h.:Lch 

u.n.dersta.n.d.:Ln.g 

help 

the 

14 
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A.J...th.ou.gh. Ba.n.g.J...a.d.e.sh. oc:::c:::u.p.:Le.s on.ly 

th.~ee-th.ou..sa.n.d.th..s the tota.l la.n.d. 

·on. ea.~th., .:Lt .is the eighth. 

.J...a.~ge.st c:::ou.n.t~y .:Ln. the ~o~ld. .:Ln. te~m.s 

of popu.la.t.ion. .s.:Lze. The popu.la.t.:Lon. of 

Ba.n.g.J...a.d.e.sh. .:Ln. the yea.~ 1 951 

44,165,740; by Ma.~c:::h. 1 1974 .it ha.d. 

g~o~n. to 76,398,000 a.n.d. by Ma.~c:::h 1 1 

1 991 .:i_t h. a. d. become 111,455,185. The 

ta.ble bela~ ( 1 a.) g.:L.....,-e.s the In.te~-

c:::en..sa.l g~o~th. ~a.te popu.la.t.:Lon.. 

Ta.ble 1b g.:L.....,-e.s the popu.la.t.ion. 

f.:Lgu.~~~ f~om 1951 to 1 991 -

Table- 1a: Inter-censal growth rate.of population, 1951-91. 

Year and date of census Growth rate (exponential) 

1951 March 1 0.50 

1961 Feb. 1 2.26 

1974 March 1 2.48 

1981 March 5 2.35 

1991 March 11 2.17 

Source Statistical Yearbook of Bangladesh, 14th edition 

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, April 1994, page 46. 

Table - 1b Inter-censal rate of population increase, 1951-91. 

Variations from previous 
census period 

Year and date Population 
of census Number percent 

1951 March 1 44,165,740 2,168,443 5.16 

1961 Feb. 1 55 222 663 11 056.923 25.04 

15 
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Table 1b Inter-censal rate of population increase, 
91(continued). 

Variations from previous 
census period 

Year and date Population 
of census Number percent 

1974 March 1 76,398,000 21,175,337 38.35 

1981 March 5 89,912,000 13,514,000 17.69 

1991 March 11 111,455,185 21,543,185 23.96 

Source Statistical Yearbook of Bangladesh, 14 edition, Bangladesh 
Bureau of Statistics, April 1994, page 46. 

:r:::-a.te of led. 

la..:n.d.le.s.s:n.e.s.s 

eco:n.omy _ 

1951-

to 

a. 

fact, look the pop-u.la.ti.o:n. 

d.e:n..si.ty of :Sa.:n.gla.d.e.sh bet-ee:n. 1 961 

1 991 

of the co-u.:n.try. 

Table - 2 Density of population in Bangladesh, 1961-1991. 

Census Year Bangladesh 

1961 922 

1971 1286 

1981 1567 

1991 1940 

Source Gautam Gupta, Debash Chakrabarty and Sarbari 

Bandyopadhyay, Migration form Bangladesh to India: During 1971-91: Its 

magnitude and causes, paper presented in Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Inst. of 

Asian Studies, Calcutta 1994. 
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The .:Ln. popu.la.t.:Lon. ha.s led 

to a. s .:L tu.a. t .:Lon. -·he.r-e the a.,.,-e.r-a.ge f a..r-m 

hold.:Ln.g .:Ls less· tha.n. on.e hect.r-e ( o.r-

less then. a.c.r-es) • (Sa.n.:)oy 

Ha.za..r-.:Lka., 1994:46) A.cco.r-d.:Ln.g to on.e 

est.:Lma.te, the popu.la.t.:Lon. g.r-o-th .:Ln. 

Ba.n.gla.desh -.:Lll sla.sh .:Ln. ha.lf the 

a.mou.n.t of c;::.r-opla.n.d a.,.,-a..:Lla.ble pe.r-

ca.p.:Lta. by 2025. (D.:L:x:on., Bou.t-ell, 

Ra.th:)en.s, 1993:40) The c.r-.:Ls.:Ls .:Ls 

-o.r-sen.ed by the fa.ct tha.t a.ll of the 

cou.n.t.r-y"s good fa..r-mla.n.d ha.s a.lvea.dy 

been. e:x:plo.:Lted. •• A.t a.bou.t 0.08 hect.r-e 

pe.r- ca.p.:Lta., c.r-opla.n.d .:Ls a.l.r-ea.dy 

despe.r-a.tely sca..r-ce, •• sa.ys the stu.dy. 

The .:Ln.du.st.r-.:La.l ba.se of the 

cou.n.t.r-y ha.s fa..:Lled to the 

e:x:ces s la.bou..r- f.r-dm la.n.d. In.fa.ct, the 

follo-.:Ln.g ta.ble ( 3) clea..r-ly sho-s 

tha.t a.g.r-.:Lcu.ltu..r-a.l secto.r- con.t.:Ln.u.es to 

occu.py a.n. .:Lmpo.r-ta.n.t pos.:Lt.:Lon. .:Ln. the 

econ.omy. 

Table - 3 Share of the three sectors in the GOP of Bangladesh in ~ • 

Sector 1970 1991 

Agriculture 55 36 

Industry 9 16 

Services 37 48 

L ..... ~.,~~----- ... ---~·-~ 

Source World Bank, World Development Report, 1993. 
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The s.ign..i:f.ica.n.t .in.crea.se .in. the 

.sha.re of ser-v-.ice sector .in. 

Ba.n.gla.desh 

the 

ma.y be a.ttr.ibu.ted to a. 

.stea.dy e:x::pa.n.s.ion. of pu.bl.ic u.t.il.it.ies 

a.n.d a.n. .in.c::rea.se .in. con.stru.ct.ion. 

a.ct.i-v-.it.ies, a. la.rge port .ion. of ,...,.h.ich 

a.id. ha.s been. fin.a.n.ced by foreign. 

Bet,...,.een. 

.in.du.stry 

1970 

.in. 

-1 991 the sha.re 

Ba.n.gla.desh's 

of 

GDF. 

.in.crea.sed by a.bou.t 75%. Ho,...,.e-v-er ''this 

beh.in.d most 

c::ou.n.tr.ies _ '' 

first 

of the 

(Ba.n.gla.desh 

la.gs 

de-v-elopin.g 

To,...,.a.rds 

Cen.tu.ry, 1994:124) The 

a.-v-era.ge 

ou.tpu.t 

bet,...,.een. 

a.n.n.u.a.l in.c::rea.se in. rea.l 

.in. the .in.du.str.ia.l 

1980-88 ,...,.a.s 6.5% 

5.4% 

for 

for 

sec:: tor 

In.dia., 

6.3% for Fa.k.ista.n., Bhu.ta.n. 

a.n.d in. the 

::Sa.r1gla.desh. 

Moreo-v-er, 

a.gricu.ltu.ra.l 

(see ta.ble 

directly or 

3) 

sa.me period 

a.lthou.gh 

sec:: tor 

the 

.is 

it c::on.t.in.u.es 

4.3% for 

sha.re of 

shrir1kin.g, 

to employ 

in.directly three-fifths 

of the c::i-v-ilia.n. la.bou.r forc::e. The 

a.n.d ec::on.omy, 

a.gra.r.ia.n. 

thu.s is 

,...,..i_ th a. 

la.rgely ru.ra.l 

la.rge n.u.mber of 

people still depen.den.t on. the prima.ry 

18 



The a.-vrera.ge gro._th ra.te of 

GNP per ca.p.:Lta. i~ Ba.~gla.desh ha.s a.lso 

poor, most 

of the As . .:La.~ co-u.~tr.:Les_ 

1980-92 the a.-vrera.ge gra-th 

ra.te of GNP per ca.p.:Lta. i~ I~d.:La. -a.s 

1%, i~ Nepa.l 2 0%, i~ Pa.k.:Lsta.~ 3 

3 1%, Sr.:LLa.~ka. 2-6%, i~ Bh.-u.ta.~ 

6_3%- I~ Ba.~gla.desh. the a.-vrera.ge 

a.~~-u.a.l gro-t h. ra.te the sa.me 

period 

Report, 

._a.s 1 - 8%- (H-u.ma.~ De-vrelopme~t 

1994: ta.bles 

Ta.ble AS-3) 

Lo._ .:Ln-vrestme~t to a. 

h.a.s be!€!~ respo~s.:Lble 

of the eco~omy-

1 a.~d 

la.rgE! 

for 

A~ne.x: 

e.x:tent, 

l.:Lm.:Lted 

H.:Lstor.:Lca.lly 

the .:L~-vrestme~t ra.tE! .:Ln Ba.~gla.desh. h.a.s 

been lo._ a.-vrera.g.:L~g a.ro-u.~d 12% of t.h.e 

GDP-

CeXLt-u.ry, 1994:126)-

Table - 4 Investment Growth Rate; Financial Years 1985 - 1992. 

FY85 FY86 FY87 FY88 FY89 FY90 FY91 FY92 

Investment 12.8 12.5 12.5 12.0 12.2 12.1 10.4 10.3 

Public 7.4 6.7 6.3 5.6 5.7 5.7 4.6 4.7 

Private 5 •. 4 6.0 6.2 6.4 6.5 6.4 5.8 5.6 

Domestic Savings 1.6 3.0 3.2 2.6 2.0 2.0 3.0 3.8 

So urce : Bang~adesh Towards Twenty FJ.rst Century, pub~J.shed by Extern a l 

Publicity Wing, Ministry of !~formation, Bangladesh, March 1994. 
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The grad:u.al d.ecl.:Lr3.e pu.bl.:Lc 

has 

~-....,.erall 

pr.:L-....,.ate .:Lr3.-....,.e:stmer3.t 

:sat.:L:s:fact~ry. The 

beez-3. 

rate 

has 

rate 

becau.:se 

H~~e-....,.er, 

~:f 

beez-3. far 

~:f 

the 

:fr~m 

d.~me:st.:Lc 

:sa-....,..:Lr3.g:s Bar3.g.l.ad.e:sh has beez-3. -....,.ery 

1~~, -....,.ary.:Lr3.g bet~eez-3. 1 -· 6 

a.:L d. 

.:Lmp~rtar3.t 

d.e-....,.e.l.~pmer3.t 

:f~re.:Lgz-3. a.:L d. 

ha :s , thu.:s, 

r~.l.e the 

C~r3.tr.:Lbu.ted. 7% 

t~ 3.8%. 

played. 

ec~r3.~m.:Lc 

1 991 , 

~:f GNP 

Bar3.g.l.ad.e:sh. 

Bar3.g.l.a.d.e:sh 

per capita terms 

Mu.ch ~:f 

rece.:L-....,.ed. 

the 

1 991 -

the 

:f~r the m.:Ld. 1980's 

:f.:Lr3.a.r3.ced. by e.x:terr3.a.l. 

year the 1 988, 

d.e-....,.el~pmer3.t bu.d.get ca.l..l.ed. 

resou.rce mob.:L.l..:L.:z:.at.:L~z-3. ~:f 

~:f 

us $ 

the ma::j~r.:Lty ~h.:Lch 

more 85% be pr~-....,..:Ld.ed. 

grar3.ts ar3.d. .J....Oaz-3.5 

c~u.r3.try :stu.d.y, 1 989: 1 06) -

1 - 6 

by 

The 

d.e-....,.el~pmer3.t 

a.s:s.:Lstar3.ce throu.gh the UN :system 

th~u.:sar3.d. us $) 

1988 383,086 ar3.d. 1990 

264,000 us dollars. (Stat.:L.st.:Lca.l. Year 

Bo~k ~:f UN, 1990:1070) 
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N~t f:Ln.a.n.c::::Ln.g of th~ 

d.ef.:Lc:::.:Lt throu.gh off.:Lc:La..i.. d.~~elopm~n.t 

a.ss.:Lsta.n.c~ has decreased. (s~~ table 

5) from 7.4% :Ln. FY89 to 5 9% .:Ln. FY92. 

:Lt st:Lll con.t:Ln.u.~s to play a. 

ma.~or role esp~c.:La.lly .:Ln. th~ pr:Lor.:Lty 

s~ctors a.n.d :Ln. th~ d.e~~lopmen.t of 

.:Ln.fra.stru.c:::tu.re -w-h:Lch essen.t:La.l 

for mod.~rn.:L.z:Ln.g th~ econ.omy • B~s.:Ld~s 

.:Lf on.e looks at the domestic:: 

f:Ln.a.n.c:::.:Ln.g, th~ sc:::~n.e :Ls fa.r from 

~n.c:::ou.ra.g:Ln.g. 

Table - 5 : Main Components of Fiscal Accounts as a Percentage of GOP; 

FY88 - FY92. 

FY88 FY89 FY90 FY91 FY92 

Total Revenue 8.9 9.5 9.3 10.0 11.0 

Current expenditure 8.1 8.5 8.8 9.0 8.9 

Food account deficit 0.9 0.6 1.2 0.9 0.8 

ADP 6.4 6.7 6.4 6.5 5.8 

Other capital as net lending 0.6 0.9 0.7 0.7 0.7 

Budget deficit 7.1 7.2 7.8 7.1 5.2 

Net foreign financing 6.9 .7 .4 6.6 6.5 5.9 

Net domestic financing 0.2 -0.2 1 • 1 0.6 -0.7 

Source • World Bank, 1993. 

domestic of sa.~.:Ln.gs :Ls 

u.su.a.lly a.ttr:Lbu.t~d to -w-.:Ldesprea.d. 

po~erty. In. fa.c:::t, Ba.n.gla.d.esh .:Ln. t~rms 

of ca.p:Lta. :Ln. come o c::: c:::. u.p .:L e s th~ 

t-w-~lfth .i..o-w-~st pla.ce 

cou.n.t-r:Les 

:=:' ::==·vre l o_pm~n. t 
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c::a..pita.. ir:t.c::ome of less tha..r:t. $170 per 

per yea..r, ha..lf tha..t of Ir:t.d.ia.. 

First (Ba..r:t.gla..d.esh To-a..rd.s 

C::er:t.t-u.ry, 

c::a..pita.. 

1 9 94) - The 

a..r:t.d. ir:t.c::ome 

ir:t.c::id.er:t.c::e of po-...rerty 

T-er:t.ty 

-...rery per 

the c::or:t.seq-u.er:t.t 

is reflected. ir:t. 

c::a..lorie ir:t.ta..ke a..r:t.d. high le-...rel of 

ma..lr:t.-u.tritior:t.. Ir:t. 1 986, ha..lf of the 

pop-u.la..tior:t. still ha..d. ir:t.a..d.eq-u.a..te 

er:t.ergy ir:t.ta..kes a..r:t.d. 58% of r-u.ra..l 

c::hild.rer:t. 

s-u.ffered. 

a..r:t.d. 

from 

44% of 

c::hror:t.ic:: 

-u. r b a. r:t. c::hild.rer:t. 

ma..lr:t.-u.tritior:t.. 

(Ma..ha..bob Hosseir:t., 1990:1)-

Ac::c::ord.ir:t.g to or:t.e st-u.d.y, there -a..s 

a. ma..rked. red.-u.c::tior:t. i r:t. po-...rerty (a..s 

1988-89. 

the ba..sis of 

c::la..ssific::a..tior:t. 

1 973-74 t.o 

perc::er:t.ta..ge of poor Or:t. 

per c::a..pita.. e.:Kper:t.d.it-u.re 

fell 

43.8% 

from 71 .3% ir:t. 

1988-89. i r:t. 

Simila..rly hea..d. c:: 0 "U. r:t. t ra..tio of -u. r b a. r:t. 

po-...rerty fell 

to 33.42% 

ir:t.d.ic::a..ted. 

i r:t. 

ir:t. 

from 63 15% i r:t. 1973-74 

1988-89. There -a..s, a..s 

the ta..ble ( ta..ble 6) a. 

slight re~ersa..l i r:t. the 

1985-86 a..r:t.d. 1988-89 bec::a..-u.se of the 

d.e-...ra..sta..tir:t.g floods i r:t. 1987 a..r:t.d. 1988. 

Howe-...rer the st-u.d.y a..lso ir:t.d.ic::a..tes tha..t 

the ir:t.c::id.er:t.c::e of -u.ltra.. po~erty 

22 



da.ily in.ta.ke! of th.a.n. 1805 

c::a.loriE:!s) might h. a. "'<J" E:! in.c::re!a.SE:!d. 

(Ba.n.gla.de!sh. To-a.rds t-E:!n.ty-first 

C:::en.tu.ry-,1994) 

Table 6 Trends of Poverty in Bangladesh, 1973-74 to 1988-89. 

Head count ratio 1973-74 1981-82 1983-84 1985-86 1988-89 

(%) in rural areas 

a) Per-capita 

expenditure 71.3 65.3 50.0 41.3 43.8 

classification 

b) Per-capita 

income 60.0 43.8 38.9 38.7 

classification 

c) Per-household 
' 

el[penditure 60.3 55.3 46.3 37.3 43.9 

classification 

d) Per-household 

income 51.3 39.8 35.9 40.0 

classification 

Head count ratio 

(%) in urban areas 63.15 48.36 42.63 30.59 33.42 

Source 1) Mahbub Hussain and Binayak Sen "Rural Poverty in 

Bangladesh Trends and Determinants" Asian Development Review, vol. 1 0, 

no. 1, 1992. 

2) B.sen and Q.T.Islam, Monitoring Adjustment and Urban 

Poverty in Bangladesh; Issues, Dimensions and Tendencies (mimeo) CIRDAP, 

Dhaka, 1991 . 

In. ma.n.y respects, 

Ha.za.rika., •• Ba.n.gl a. de sh. represen.ts the 

Ma.lth.u.sia.n. n.ightma.re: too ma.n.y mou.ths 

to feed a.n.d too little food, or too 

ma.n.y people on. too little la.rl.d; •• 

n..igh.tma.re -hie:: h. a.ssu.mes terrible 
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shape at times of floods a~d fami~es. 

Nat-ural ca-uses, mai~ly floods 

ha~e respo~sib.le for s-u.dde~ 

s~ift de~astatio~ of crops 

a..s ~ell as loss of life a~d property 

o~ a large scale repeatedly. 

Table 7 : Land area affected by floods, 1971 - 1988. 

Year Flood Affected Area % to total land in 

Bangladesh 

1971 36,475 25.33 

1972 20,000 14.44 

1973 29,900 20.76 

1974 52,720 36.61 

1975 16,590 11.52 

1976 28,418 19.73 

1977 12,548 8.71 

1978 10,832 7.52 

1980 33,077 22.97 

1982 3,149 2.13 

1983 11,112 7.72 

1984 28,314 10.66 

1985 11,427 7.93 

1986 4,589 3.19 

1987 57,499 39.92 

1988 1,22,000 60.00 

Source Gautam Gupta, Debash Chakrabarty and Sarbari 

Bandyopadhyay, Migration form Bangladesh to India: During 1971-91 : Its 

magnitude and causes, paper presented in Mau1ana Abu1 Ka1am Azad Inst. of 

Asian Studies, Calcutta 1994. 

Nearly e~ery year from 1 971 

differ.e~t districts Ba~gladesh 

ha-...;re faced the ~rath of the 

24 



._a.te.:r-s; a.r1.d. at t.:i.mes the .:i.rl.ter1.s.:i.ty of 

s-u.~h floods ha.~e beer1.. d.e~a.sta.t.:i.r1.g. Irl. 

J-u.rl.e 1 976, r1.ea..:r-ly 4,000,000 people 

affected. .:i.rl. the ea. s t e .:r-r1. a.rl.d. 

so-u.the.:r-r1. areas of Ba.ngla.d.esh. (H-u.go 

1980 a.rl.d. 

the 

:S-u.rl., 1990:28) Orl. 1 1 

rl.O.:r-th ._est e .:r-r1. areas 

d.e~a.sta.ted. by flood..:i.r1.g ._a.te.:r-s _- Or1. 28 

Sylhet 

people 

A-u.g-u.st 

Ap.:r-.:i.l, 1 983, the d..:i.st.:r-.:i.ct of 

badly h.:i.t. Nearly 50,000 

made homeless. Floods Orl. 

5, 1983 a.rl.d. September 28, 1 983 made 

Orl. 

the 

4,000,000 homeless. 

29, 

people 

1984, of 

co-u.r1.t.:r-y's 

~o~e.:r-ed. by 

s-u.ccess.:i.~e 

r:J..ea..:r-ly 14 

the homes 

s.:i.:x:ty-fo-u..:r- d..:i.st.:r-.:i.cts 

the flood..:i.r1.g ._a.te.:r-s. F.:L~e 

.:i. rl. 1984 floods 

m.:i.ll.:i.or1. a. c .:r- e s , 

a.r:J..d. hopes of 

s-u.bme.:r-ged. 

d.est.:r-oy.:i.r1.g 

thirty 

mill.:i.or1. 

h -u. r1. d. .:r- e d. 

people They cla..:i.med. rl..:i.rl.e 

heads 

m.:i.ll.:i.or1. 

1990:27) 

l.:i.~es, e .:i. gh.t y- f .:i. ~e tho-u.sar1.d. 

cattle 

homes. 

The 1988 

a.rl.d. ._a. shed. a._ay a 

a.rl.d. B-u.r:J.., (H-u.go 

floods .:r-ed.-u.ced. r.:i.ce 

p.:r-od.-u.ct.:i.orl. by 1 - 6 m.:i.ll.:Lor1. 

dollars 

t Orl.'S a.rl.d. 

ca-u.sed. 1 - 3 b.:i.ll.:Lor1. ._orth 

damage to .r-oads, ra..:i.lroad.s, ho-u.ses 

a.rl.d. .:Lr1.d.-u.str.:Lal ma.ch.:Lr1.ery. (Hosse.:Lr1., 

1990:3) 
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B.G.Ver-gh.ese d.escr-.:Lbes the scale 

e>f flood..:Ln.g .:Ln. t.h.ese ter-ms: ""A h.~ge 

mon.soon. flood. d..:Lsch.ar-ge, d.r-a.:Ln..:Ln.g 

1 .5 m.:Lll.:Lon. sq~ar-e m.:Lles .:Ln. f.:L-v-e 

co~n.tr-.:Les str-ad.d.l.:Ln.g both. s.:Ld.es of 

an. d. the Himalayas an. d. 

a.~ay the h..:Lgh.est 

con.ta.:Ln..:Ln.g 

r-a.:Ln.fall 

zon.es .:Ln. the ~or-ld., f~n.n.els 

sea th.r-o~gh. the Ban.glad.esh. 

far-

d.en.s.:Lty 

.:Ln. to the 

n.ozzle 

c:::ompr-.:Ls.:Ln.g bar-ely 

other-

7.5% of the total 

bas.:Ln.. 

faces 

No co~n.tr-y a.n.y"W"h.er-e 

flood. 

an. d. magn..:Lt~d.e 

pr-oblem of the 

that :Ban.glad.esh. 

n.at~r-e 

does- •• 

(1991 :122) E=per-ts .:Ln. Ban.glad.esh. 

agr-ee that the s.:Ln.gle most h.ar-mf~l 

en.-v-.:Lr-on.men.tal factor- .:Ln. the co~n.tr-y 

.:Ls flood..:Ln.g. •• It has led. to tempor-ar-y 

a.n.d. per-man.en.t m.:Lgr-at.:Lon. n.ot on.ly 

ac:::r-oss d..:Lstr-.:Lcts , b~t also acr-oss 

.:Ln.ter-n.at.:Lon.al fr-on.t.:Ler-s- •• (A.t.:L~r-

Rehman., 1985:11) 

D~r-.:Ln.g the an.n.~al floods, the 

co~n.tr-y .:Ls -v-.:Lr-t~ally tr-.:Lsected. .:Ln. to 

thr-ee n.at.:Lon.s, each. ~.:Lth. the 

"W"ater- of an. an.gr-y 

n.at~r-a.l fr-on.t.:Ler-. 

Br-ah.map~tr-a, an. d. the 

The 

Gan.ges 

the easter-n., n.or-th.er-n., an. d. 

sector-s d.~r-.:Ln.g the flood. 
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'' Flood. s co ....r e r t h·e co -u. r1. t ry s .:L d. e l .:L k e a. 

....ra.st sheet ofter1. -u.r1.d.er a. meter or t~o 

of ~a.ter- '' (Sa.r1.~oy Ha.za.r.:Lka., 1994:50) 

.A c c o r d. .:L r1. g to or1.e est.:Lma.te, or1.e 

th.:Lrd. of .:Ls co....rered. by 

flood. ~a.ters e....rery s-u.mmer. A st-u.d.y by 

the Ur1..:L....rers.:Lty, Dhaka. 

sa.ys tha.t e.:Lghteer1. to r1..:Lr1.eteer1. 

m.:Lll.:Lor1. people· are .affected. by 

Ba.r1.gla.d.esh ea.ch yea.r-

1990:35) s-u.ch 

.:Lt becomes .:Lmposs.:Lble to 

e....rer1. tall r.:Lce s-u.ch high 

~a.ter, th-u.s people a.rl.d. 

l.:L....restock ·to m.:Lgra.te "ir1.s.:Ld.e the 

r1.a.t.:Lor1.a.l fror1.t.:Lers ~here .:Ls 

a.....ra..:Lla.ble a.cros s the 

.:Lr1.terr1.a.t.:Lorl.a.l (Ha.za.r.:Lka., 
• 

1 9 94: 51') 

Ba.r1.gla.d.esh .also ha.s to cor1.ter1.d. 

t.:Ld.a.l tha.t s~eep the 

so-u.therr1. coast e....rery yea.r bet~eer1. 

Apr.:Ll December, r1.ea.rly 

t~er1.ty feet high a.t t.:Lmes a.rl.d. 

sma.sh.:Lr1.g shelters, ....r~lla.ges, br.:Ld.ges 

a.rl.d. ter1.s of tho-u.sa.r1.d.s of 

....rilla.gers. (Ha.za.r.:Lka, 1994:52) 

December 1 3 1 981 the so-u.therr1. ~esterr1. 
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coast h.:Lt by a. t.:Lda.l 

made homeless. (Hu.go 

Bu.~, 1990:28) 

~hethe.r 

a.~d a. .r.:Lse 

~.:Lll 0 c c u. .r , most 

A.lthou.gh e:::~<pe.rts 

cl.:Lma.t.:Lc ~ot ma.:jo.r 

.:L~ the sea. 

a.g.ree that 

le-v-el 

la..rge 

sect.:Lo~ of Ba.~gla.desh•s coa.stl.:L~e a..re 

e:::~<t.remely -v-u.l~e.ra.ble to .:L~u.~da.t.:Lo~ by 

sea. ~a.te.r. (Ha.za..r.:Lka., 1994:52) 

C:::yclo~es ha-v-e also played the.:L.r 

pa..rt 

of 

.:L~ c.rea.t.:L~g ha. -v-oc .:L~ the l.:L-v-es 

the Fa..r.:Ldpu..r, 

C:::om.:Llla., Myme~s.:L~gh Pa.b~a., fo.r 

.:L~sta.~ce, ~e.re g.rea.tly affected by a. 

cyclo~e o~ A.p.r.:Ll 21, 

0~ Decembe.r 1 3, 

sou.th~este.r~ coast 

c::yclo~e- A.ga..:L~ o~ May 

1980. The.rea.fte.r 

~as 

1 6 

1 981 , the 

'h..:Lt by a. 

a.~d 25, 1985 

Sylhet ~as h.:Lt by a. cyclo~e- (Hu.go 

a.~d Bu.~, 1990:28) Ba.~gla.desh, .r.:Lghtly 

po..:L~ts ou.t Sa.~:joy 

mo-v-e th.rou.gh a.~ 

floods, cyclo~es, 

Ha..z.a..r.:Lka., 

u.~e~d.:L~g 

seems 

cycle 

to 

of 

de-v-a.sta.t.:Lo~, death, 

d.rou.ght a.~d fa.m.:L~e- (1994:49) 

What .:Ls .:L~te.rest..:L~g ..:Ls that of 

the total a..rea. of 8.28 m.:Lll.:Lo~ 

to flood.:L~g, o~ly 

32% ~e.re p.rotect~d by 1984-85. Du..r..:L~g 
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the 1990's the go-v-e.r-n.men.t 

.:Ln.c::.r-ea.:se the le-v-el of p.r-otec::t.ion. 

mo.r-e tha.n. 40%. Bu.t ma.n.a.gemen.t of 

flood. pla..in.:s, a. CSE (Cen.te.r-

to 

to 

the 

fo.r-

Sc::.ien.c::e a.n.d. En.-v-.i.r-on.men.t) .r-epo.r-t· 

po.in.t:s ou.t, .is a.n. e~t.r-emely d..iff~c::u.lt 

bec::a.u.:se of popu.la.t.ion. d.en.:s.it.ie:s 

la..r-ge 

R.e:s.:L:sta.n.c::e 

:sc::a.le 

to 

la.n.d.le:s:sn.e:s:s. 

ma.n.a.gemen.t 

p.r-a.c::t.:Lc::e:s .is ~.id.e:sp.r-ea.d.. (1 991: 23) 

Fu..r-the.r-mo.r-e they a..r-e e:s:sen.t.ia.lly of a. 

tempo.r-a..r-y n.a.tu..r-e, a.:s they get 

b.r-ea.c::hed. a.n.d. .r-equ..i.r-e f.r-equ.en.t .r-epa..i.r-:s 

a.d.d.ed. .in.-v-e:stmen.t. Thu.:s 

:solu.t.ion. .is of a. tempo.r-a..r-y n.a.tu..r-e 

ha.:s 

the 

Wha.t .is 

a. g.r-ea.t 

flooded. 

of n.ote 

.impa.c::t on. 

a..r-e a. - At 

.is tha.t 

the ec::on.omy 

the time of 

the 

the 

of 

the 

floods, d..i:st.r-.ic::t:s a.ffec::ted. ha.-v-e often. 

.in..sec::u..r-.ity. 

Ba.n.d.opa.d.hya.y, 

.r-e.st.r-.ic::t.ion.:s 

mob.il.ii::Y of 

zon.e:s of :se-v-e.r-e food. 

(Gu.pta., Cha.k.r-a.-v-a..r-thy a.n.d. 

1994:12) The :system of 

on. .in.te.r--d..i:st.r-.ic::t 

food. en.fo.r-c::ed. by the 

Ba.n.gla.d.e:sh 

.is 

go-v-e.r-n.men.t:s, 

.r-e:spon.:s.ible 

to a. 

fo.r-

la..r-ge 

food. 

.sho.r-ta.ge:s 

fa.m.in.e:s. 

a.t the time of d..r-ou.ght:s 

These .r-e:st.r-.ic::t.:Lon.:s 
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e>r-.:Lg.:Ln.a..l.ly p-u.t .:Ln. plaCE:! he!.lp 

pr-e>c-u.r-E:!men.t, b-u.t they ce>n.t.:Ln.-u.E:! te> be 

en.fe>r-ced. d.-u.r-.:Ln.g she>r-ta.ges_ (G-u.pta., 

Cha.kr-a.-v-a.r-thy an. d. Ba.n.d.e>pa.d.hya.y, 

1994:12) F-u.r-ther-me>r-e f.le>e>d 

a.n.d. d.e-v-a.sta.t.:Le>n. r-a..:Lses e:Kpecta.t.:Le>n. e>f 

pr-.:Lce r-.:Lse .:Ln. a.d.:je>.:Ln..:Ln.g d..:Lstr-.:Lcts, 

.lea.d..:Ln.g te> spec-u..la.t.:Le>n. an. d. he>a.r-d..:Ln.g_ 

Attempts, n.e> d.e>-u.bt, a.r-e ma.d.E:! by the 

ge>-v-e r-n.men. t. te> pr-e>-v-.:Ld.e n.ecess.:Lt.:Les te> 

the pee>p.lE:!; -v-e>.l-u.n.ta.r-y a.gen.c.:Les a..lse> 

c:::e>me fe>r-,qa.r-d. a.t s-u.ch t.:Lmes 

the d..:Lstr-ess_ 

s.:Lt-u.a.t.:Le>n. .:Ls e>n.e e>f she>r-ta.ge, 

e>-v-er-a..l.l 

.lea.d.:Ln.g 

pee>p.le te> me>-v-e .:Ln. sea.r-ch fe>e>d.-

A.cce>r-d..:Ln.g te> R-u..z.:Lckee an. d. Che>""7d.ha.r-y, 

e>-u.t m.:Lgr-a.t.:Le>n. ,qa_s a.n. a..lme>:st .:Lmmed..:La.te 

te> the e>n.set fe>e>d. r-espe>n.se 

she>r-ta.ge .:Ln. the 1974-75 fa.m.:Ln.es The 

n.et m.:Lgr-a.t.:Le>n. .le>:ss fr-e>m the 

-v-.i.l.la.ge:s me>r-e tha.n. 

8073 bet,qeen. 

tr-E:!bled. 

1974 

the 

fr-e>m 

an. d. 

n.et 

2367 

1975 

a.n.d. C>"U. t r-e:spect.:L-v-e.ly, 

m.:Lgr-a.t.:Le>n. rate .:Ln.cr-ea.:sed. fre>m 9 te> 31 

per 1000_ (R-u..z:Lckee a.n.d. Che>""7d.ha.ry, 

1 978) 

A.cc:::e>r-d.:Ln.g te> repe>rt p-u.bl:L:shed 

:Ln. the Sta.te:sma.n. e>n. A.pr-:Ll 30 1 974, 

n.ea.r-ly the>-u.sa.n.d. Ba.n.gla.d.e:sh:L:s 
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crossed. .:Ln. to to escape ''from. 

u.n.empl oymen. t· 

Na.d..:La. 

an. d. soa.r.:Ln.g pr.:Lces-" 

A.bou.t 1000 of them, from Pa.lpa.ra., 

Cha.ka.d..a.h, Ba.d.ku.lla. a.n.d. Na.ba.d.~.:Lp, 

pu.shed. back by the 

Bet~een. A.pr.:Ll 21 

d..:Lstr.:Lct pol.:Lce_ 

24 1 974, the BSF 

a.t the Ged.e check 

n.ea..rly 150 

post 

su.ch 

a.lon.e 

people_ .:Ln.tercepted. 

(Statesman., Ca.lcu.tta., 30-4-1974) The 

Times .of In.d..:La. (Ne~ Delhi ed..i.t.i.on.) 

reported. that n.ea.rly 500 people from 

Ba.n.gla.d.esh had. crossed. .in. to Bon.ga.on. 

an. d. Ba.s.:Lrha.t- (30_10-1974) Econ.om.i.c 

distress gen.era.ted. by fa.m.:Ln.e, a.s 

po.:Ln.ted. ou.t by the d.a..:Lly Sa.n.ghba.d. of 

Dacca., the ma..i.n. rea. son. 

thou.sa.n.d.s flee.:Ln.g from their 

homes .in. Ba.r.:Lsa.l district a.n.d. hea.d..:Ln.g 

to~a.rd.s In.d.ia.n. borders_ (1 -10-1974) 

In. years ~hen. food. shortages are 

n.ot so a.cu.te the other pu.sh factors 

~on.tin.u.e to e~ist- As stated. ea.rl.:Ler, 

popu.la.t.:Lon., large scale 

la.n.d.lessn.ess .:Ln. a. pred.omin.a.n.tly 

agrarian. econ.omy, ~.i.th a. small 

in.d.u.stria.l base, lo~ domestic sa.-v-.i.n.gs 

an.d. a. creep.:Ln.g or n.ea.rly sta.gn.an.t GNP 

rate, the econ.omic s.:Ltu.a.t.:Lon. in. 

Ba.n.gla.d.esh .is far from sa.t.:Lsfa.ctory_ 
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The m.:Lgr-a.r1.ts a.r-e, th-u.s, flee.:Lr1.g a.t 

t.:Lmes of d.:Lstr-ess ~rl.d a.t other- t.:Lmes, 

to esca.pe the 

The q-u.est.:Lor1. 

flee.:Lr1.g to Ir1.d.:La.; 

l.:Lke West Ber1.ga.l? 

.:i..rl. compa.r-.:Lsor1. 

po"T"er-ty r-ela.ted 

.:Ls, ~hy a.r-e they 

.:Lr1.to sta.tes 

The .:Ls 

Ba.rl.gla.desh 

tha.t 

the 

e.>e..:Lst.:Lr1.g ecorl.om.:Lc s.:Lt-u.a.t.:Lor1. .:Ls 

better-. Ir1.d.:La. .:Ls the •less poor-• 

CO"U.rl.tr-y ~h.:Lch offer-s ecorl.om.:Lc:: 

oppor-t-u.r1..:Lt.:Les the ••poor-•• people 

.:i..rl. d.:Lstr-ess .:i..rl. Ba.r1.gla.desh. (M-u.chk-u.r1.d. 

D-u.bey, 1 993) 

G-u.pta., C::ha.kr-a."T"a.z::-thy a.rl.d. 

Ba.r1.dopa.dhya.y ha."T"e ~or-ked o-u.t Cl.rl. 

.:i..rl.te.z::-est.:i..rl.g est.:Lma.te of d.:Lffer-erl.ce .:Lr1. 

ecorl.om.:Lc oppor-t-u.r1..:Lt.:Les bet~eer1. Irl.d..:i..a. 

a.rl.d Ba.r1.gla.desh ba.sed 01""1. the Ha.r-r-.:Ls-

Toda.r-o model. 

Table - 8 

Year 

(1 ) 

1971 

Estimate of difference in economic opportunity between India 

and Bangladesh. 

Annual Annual Rate Average Difference 

Avg.per Avg.per of Income in 

capita capita unemploy- India economic 

income: income: ment opportunity 

Bangladesh India India 

(2) (3) (4) (3)-(4)=(5) (5)-(2)=(6) 

• $ in % • $ 

74 103 10% 92.7 18.7 
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Tab1e - 8 Estimate of difference in economic opportunity between India 

and Bang1adesh. (continued) 

Annual Annua.L Rate 

Avg.per Avg.per of 

Year capita capita unemp1oy-

income: income: nient 

Bangladesh India India 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

$ $ in % 

1981 140 260 6% 

1991 220 330 5% 

Source Gautam Gupta, Debash Chakrabarty 
Migration form Bangladesh to India: During 
causes, paper presented in Mau1ana Abu1 Ka1am 
Calcutta 1994. 

Average Di:f:ference 

Income in 

India economic 

opportunity 

(3)-(4)=(5) (5)-(2)=(6) 

$ $ 

244.4 104.4 

313.5 93.5 

and Sarbari Bandyopadhyay, 
1971-91 : Its magnitude and 
Azad Inst. of Asian Studies, 

the ta.b.le, the sche>.la.rs 

C>~t, ~r:td.erest.:Lma.tes 

1 ) ~r:temp.le>ymer:tt Ba.r:tg.la.d.esh .:Ls 

.:Lgr:te>red. 

2) ~r:temp.le>ymer:tt 

F~rtherme>re per ca.p.:Lta. .:Lr:tce>me .:Ls 

r:tecessa.r.:L.ly mea.s~re 

represer:tta.t.:L-v-e p~rpe>se_ 

Cha.kra.-v-a.rthy Ba.r:td.e>pa.d.hya.y, 

1994:7) Ir:t spite e>f these l.:Lm.:Lta.t.:Le>r:ts 

the ta.b.le fa..:Lr.ly 

.idea. the 

e>ppe>rt~r:t.:Lt.:Les 

Ba.r:tgla.d.esh-
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Aga..:Ln. gla.n.c:e a.t th.e d..:Lffer-en.c:e 

.:Ln. the d.en.s.:Lty of pop~la.t.:Lon. .:Ln. these 

t'W"O c:o~n.tr-.:Les br-.:Ln.gs o~t some 

inter-est.:Ln.g fea.t~r-es_ 

Table - 9 Density of population in India and Bangladesh. 

Census .Year India Bangladesh 

1961 142 922 

1971 177 1286 

1981 1230 1567 

1991 273 1940 

Source Gautam Gupta. Debash Chakrabarty and Sarbari Bandyopadhyay. 

Migration form Bangladesh to India: During 1971-91: Its magnitude and 

causes. paper presented in Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Inst. of Asian Studies. 

Calcutta 1994. 

Wh.:Lle d.en.s.:Lty 

l.:Lttle 

of pop~la.t.:Lon. ma.y 

ha."V'"e bea.r-.:Ln.g on. ec:on.om.:Lc: 

oppor-t~n..:Lt.:Les in. a. lar-gely sta.gn.a.tin.g 

ec:on.omy, .:Lt does r-elate .:i..n."V'"er-sely to 

c:on.d..:Lt.:Lon.s of ho~sin.g, sa.n..:Lta.tion., 

c:.:i.."V'".:i..c: a.men.it.:Les a.n.d. other- ·o~a.lity of 

life' fea.t~r-es_ Th~s if density of 

pop~la.tion. .is a.c:c:epted. a.s a. 

r-epr-esen.ta.ti"V'"e mea.s~r-e, .it c: an. be 

said. that plethor-a of a.bo"V'"e 

men.t.:Lon.ed. factor-s ha"V'"e c:on.tr-ib~ted. to 

m.igr-a.t.:Lon._ (G~pta, Chakr-a.....,.a.r-thy an. d. 

Ban.d.opad.hya.y, 1 994: 1 4) 
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R..:Lc:>ts: 

Rel.:i.g.:i.ou..s per.sec::u.t.:i.or1 ha..s pla.yed. 

a. role ou.t a. r1u.mber of 

m.:i.r1or.:i.t.:i.e.s, ma..:i.r1ly H.:i.r1d.u..s from the 

reg.:i.or1, o-...rer the yea.r.s_ The pa.rt.:i.t.:i.on. 

of 1947 a.lor1g rel.:i.g.:i.ou..s l.:i.r1e.s ha.d. set 

ma.r1-ma.d.e bou.n.d.a.r.:i.es, bu.t 

bou.n.d.a.r.:i.e.s of m.:i..stru..st ha.tred. 

bet~e.er1 the Mu..sl.:i.m:s a.n.d. the 

c::ommu.n.a.l :str.:i.fe C3.r1d. b.:i.ttern.e.s.s 

. 
gen.era.ted. by pa.rt.i..t.:i.or1, 

dro-...re a. ~edge bet~een. them_ the 

pre-...ra..:i.l.:i.r1g a.tmo.sphere, the H .:i. r1 d. u. .s .:i.r1 

the Ea..st Pa.k.:i..sta.r1 progres.s.:i.-...rely 

them.sel-...re.s .shrou.d.ed. ~eb.s of 

The .su.b.sequ.er1t m.:i.gra.t.:i.or1.s 

1948, 1950, r.:i.ot.s took pla.c::e 

ma.r1y a.rea..s of mu..st be 

the l.:i.ght of the 

.i..r1.sec::u.r.:i.t.:i.e.s c::rea.ted. by c::ommu.r1a.l 

ter1.s.:i.or1 ha.tred.- F-urthermore the 

r-.:i.ot.s ~h.:i. c::h took pla.c::e bet~eer1 1955 

1960 d.:i. d. l.:i.ttle to remo-...re the.:i.r 

fea.r.s (A.ma.ler1d.u. De, 1993:4) They 

~ere a.g9ra.-...ra.ted. by the 

.i..mpo.s.:i.t.:i.or1 of ma.rt.:i.a.l 1958_ 

Su.r-...r.:i.-...ra.l bec::a.me the grea.te.st 

problem a.r1 ea..sy a.n..s~e.r- to t_ha.t 

35 



The 

1964 the 1965 

migration. 

1 971 

fled to 

million. 

to 

of 

At the time of 

million. people 

of ""'h .i c:: h 

(Mu.ha.mma.d. Gu.la.m 

1980:10) 

Wha.t .is of n.ote .is tha.t 

the emergen.c::e of 

respite the flo""' 

a.fter 

there 

.in. to ·west Ben.ga.l_ 

1 975, 

The pol.it.ic::a.l 

of of 

Ba.n.gla.d.esh Isla.m.ic:: sta.te 

the riots 1992 a.ga..in., 

role the 

.in.sec::u.r.it.ies c::on.sta.n.tly 

the m.in.'d.s of the H.in.d.u.s; forc::.in.g ma.n.y 

to seek shelter the 

'territories-

R.el.ig.iou.s persec::u.t.ion., ho""'e-...,.er, 

be the ma..in. 

It, n.o d.ou.bt, 

ou.t 

man.y 

ma.:jor 

the 

role 

post partition. era-

Therea.fter, espec::.ially from 1 971 

.it ma.y be sa..id. .it 
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ope.r-a.ted. a.s 

f.:Lg-u..r-es .:Ln. 

the.r-e 

a. ma..r-g.:Ln.a.l fa.c::to.r-. 

ta.ble 1 0 .:Ln.d..:Lc::a.te 

a. la..r-ge d..r-op .:Ln. 

The 

tha.t 

the 

c::ompos.:Lt.:Lon. of H .:Ln. d. -u. pop-u.la.t.:Lon. .:Ln. 

Ba.n.gla.d.esh bet-w-een. 1 951 1 971 - The 

pe.r-c::en.ta.ge of H .:Ln. d. -u. pop -u.·l a. t .:Lon. 

the.r-ea.fte.r- ha.s .r-ema..:Ln.ed. mo.r-e o.r- less 

t'he sa.me _ 

Table - 10 Religious communities as percentage of the total population 

in Bangladesh. 

Census Year Muslim Hindu Others 

1951 76.9 22.0 1.1 

1961 80.4 18.5 1.1 

1971 85.4 13.5 1.1 

1981 86.6 12.1 1.2 

1991 87.4 12.6* 

* includes a11 other minority religion 

Source Statistical Yearbook of Bangladesh, 14th edition, 

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, April 1994, page 74. 

The po.:Ln.t of n.ote .:Ls tha.t a. la..r-ge 

n. -u.mb e .r- of M-u.sl.:Lms ha.-...re a.lso m.:Lg.r-a.ted. 

.:Ln.to West Ben.ga.l, espec::.:La.lly f.r-om the 

70's of th.:Ls c::en.t-u..r-y. Ma.n.y ha.-...re been. 

.:Ln.te.r-c::epted. by the BSF, sta.te pol.:Lc::e 

a.n.d. Mob.:Lle Ta.sk Fo.r-c::e. 
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Table - 11 Interception of illegal migrants by the BSF, State Police and 

Mobile Task Force • 

Year % Hindu %Muslim 

1977 34.99 55.19 

1978 66.78 28.03 

1979 37.26 57.16 

1980 33.44 63.09 

1981 30.87 67.60 

1982 23.42 73.19 

1983 19.06 79.73 

1984 18.85 80.87 

1985 25.79 73.98 

1986 25.53 74.47 

1987 25.23 73.79 

1988 26.82 72.75 

1989 25.97 73.79 

1990 31.64 68.24 

1991 24.86 75.04 

Source Gautam Gupta, Debash Chakrabarty and Sarbari Bandyopadhyay, 

Migration form Bangladesh to India: During 1971-91: Its magnitude and 

causes, paper presented in Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Inst. of Asian Studies, 

Calcutta 1994. 

From the. a.bO"'TE! ta.ble, .:Lt a.ppea.rs 

tha.t the perce:n.ta.ge of M"Ll.sl.:Lms 

.:L:n.tercepted. ha.ve bee:n. grea.ter tha.:n. 

the H.:L:n.d."U.S. If rel.:Lg.:Lo"U.s persec"U.t.:Lo:n. 

the ma..:L:n. d.r.:L"'T.:L:n.g force beh.:L:n.d. 

m.:Lgra.t.:Lo:n., o:n.e 'W"O"U.ld. ha."'TE! see:n. 

s""Ubsta.:n.t.:La.lly h.:Lgher perce:n.ta.ge of 

H.:L:n.d.""Us a.mo:n.g those a.rrested.. 

Th.:Ls cle.a.rly br.:L:n.gs O"U.t 

po.:L:n.ts: 
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th.a.t z:-el.:Lg.:Lou.s · pez:-sec::u.t.:Lo:n. c:: a.:n. at 

best be :n.oted a.s o:n.e of th~ cau.s~s of 

m.:Lgr-a.t.:Lon. a.r:1.d.; 

t.h.Cl.t 

of 

the d.:Lff.:Lc::u.lt.:Les c::au.sed a.t t.:Lmes 

d.:Lstr~ss a:n.d poor ec::o:n.om.:Lc:: 

c::o:n.d.:Lt.:Lo:n.s at home h.a.-v-e 'pu.sh.ed' ma:n.y 

a.c::ross the .:L:n.ter:n.at.:Loha.l border .:L:n. 

the rec::e:n.t yea.z:-s. 

F.:L:n.a.lly .:Lt .:Ls .:Lmpoz:-ta.:n.t to 

the 

a.:n.d 

the 

re.:Ltera.te a. po.:L:n.t ma.de ea.rl.:Ler 

c::ommo:n. c::u.ltu.ra.l, l.:L:n.gu..:Lst.:Lc:: 

h..:Lstor.:Lc::a.l ba.c::kgrou.:n.d sh.a.red by 

people .:Lmpa.rts a. o:n.e:n.e·s s 

'I'h. u.s the Be:n.ga.l.:L spea.k.:L:n.g m.:Lgra.:n.t 

h.a.z:-dly f.:L:n.ds h..:Lmself .:L:n. a.:n. a.l.:Le:n. 

a.tmosph.ere. La.:n.gu.a.ge g.:L-v-es h..:Lm a.c::c::ess 

to property a.:n.d 

the .:L:n..:Lt.:La.l 

edu.c::a.t.:Lo:n.. Th..:Ls 

prese:n.c::e of a. a.pa.rt, 

la.rge 

rooted 

:n.u.mber of 

-w-.:Lth. 

people -w-.:L t h. deep 

ma.kes 

pa.ssa.ge 

t.:Les 

of 

Ba.:n.gla.desh. 

.:L:n.forma.t.:Lo:n. rega.rd.:L:n.g 

employme:n.t, -w-a.ges etc::. ea.sy th.rou.gh. 

perso:n.a.·l c::o:n.ta.c::t a.:n.d 

to be remembered 

by 

th.a.t 

ma..:Ll 

ma.:n.y 

It .:Ls 

h. a. -v-e 

rela.t.:L-v-es o:n. th..:Ls s.:Lde of the border-. 

Th.u.s· -w-h..:Lle d.:Lsc::u.ss.:L:n.g the c::a.u.ses 

beh..:L:n.d m.:Lgz:-a.t.:Lo:n. from Ba.:n.gla.desh., the 

c:: omm o :n. c::u.ltu.ra.l a.:n.d l.:L:n.gu..:Lst.:Lc:: 
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he.:r-.ita.ge sha..:r-ed. by the people of 

Ba.~gla.d.esh a.~d. West Be~ga.l a.~d 

co~seq-u.e~t.ly the o~e~ess tha.t a..:r-.ises 

o-u.t 

:Eo.:r-

o:E .it, d.ese.:r--...res spec.ia.l me~t.io~, 

they p.:r-o-...r.id.e tha.t 'e~t.:r-a. p-u.sh' 
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The Extent of Migration from Bqadesh 
R.el.:Lg.:Lou.s facto~s playsd a~ importa~t 

the 

Partitior1.. 

early 

Most 

years 

of 

took place 

Ir1.d..:La, 

after the 

the m.:Lgra~ts 

After 

the Part.:Lt.:Lor1. they faced. ger1.erally 

hostile s.:Ltu.at.:Lo~ .:Lr1. the.:L~ cou.~try of 

res.:Ld.e~ce a~d., therefore, e:x:t~eme 

se~se of .:L~secu.r.:Lty. 

The riots of 1948 1950 

the .:Lmpos.:Lt.:Lor1. of Martial la~ .:Lr1. 1958 

cau.sed. a r1.u.mber of the members of the 

m.:L~or.:Lty commu.~.:Lty to mo~e 

Ir1.d..:La, ma.:Lr1.ly the state of 

West Ber1.gal. By the m.:Ld.d.le of 1948 

abou.t or1.e m.:Lll.:Lo~ H.:L~d.u.s had. migrated. 

West Ber1.gal. 

cau.sed. 

( Mu.hammad. · Gu.lam 

Commu.~al ~.:Lole~ce 

1964 Dacca 

cau.sed. fu.rther 

Ir1.d..:La. these 

The ~.:Lots of 1950 

m.:Lll.:Lo~ 

Kab.:L~, 

to mo~e-

1980:10) 

that broke ou.t 

the 1965 

of m.:Lgrat.:Lor1. to 

years the r1.u.mber 

of refu.gees reg.:Lste~ed. West 

Be~gal, states Kab.:Lr, 
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years- (Kab.:Lr, 1980:12) Bet~een. 1961-

65, n.early lakh people en.tered. 

West Ben.gal_ 1 990) 

To 

East 

e:x::ten.t the t~o Ac::ts of 1 951 

Ben. gal 

(Restoration. Possession.) A.c::t of 1 951 

the East Ben.gal 

of 

E"'<Tac::-u.ees 

Immo"<.Table (Ad.m.:Ln..:Lstrat.:Lon. 

Property) A.c::t 

1952 East 

Doc::-u.men.ts 

1 951 the 

Ben. gal 

R.ec::ord.s, A.c::t 

Ac::t 

XII 

of 

of 

of 

1 957 the East Pak.:Lstan. En.emy 

Property (Lan.d.s 

Ad.m.:Ln..:Lstrat.:Lon. D.:Lsposal 

1965, 

repeatedly 

.:Ln.sec::-u.r.:Lty 

played. the.:Lr part 

the 

the 

~h.:L c::h then. ass-u.med. abn.ormal 

at the t.:Lme the r.:Lots 

the man.y 

states that 

1946 an.d. 1970 n.early 5,283,328 people 

from the 

(1990:2-5) 

The .:Ls that the 

.l.:Lke West Ben.gal 
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a.s a. pla.c~ of sa.r1.ct-u.a.ry: a. 

pla.c~ Orl.~ co-u.ld. ~sca.p~ from a. 

.....,-ala. tile or atmosphere 

seek ref-u.ge_ The forma.tior1. of 

this ser1.se of ir1.sec-u.rity 

-o-u.ld. gra.d.-u.a.lly d.imir1.ish -u.r1.d.er a. 

sec-u.la.r regime_ B-u.t this hope pro.....,-ed. 

to be .....,-ery short-li.....,-ed. a.s the 

prir1.ciple of sec-u.la.r.ism ga......,-e -a.y to 

a.rl. ir1.cr~a.sir1.g Isla.misa.tiorl. of the 

society Zia.--u.r-R.a.hma.rl.•s 

Ersha.d.•s r-u.le-

At the tim~ of the libera.t.iorl. -a.r 

(March 25 to December 1 5 1 971 ) of 

1 971 , ma.rl.y homeless so-u.ls marched. 

Irl.d.ia._ 9,899,305 ref-u.gees 

a.ccommod.a.ted. camps the border 

states Orl. Irl.d.ia.- The table bela-

Table - 12 Trend of Influx. 

Month Average ·Monthly 
daily arrivals 

(persons in thousands) 

April 1971 (10th to 30th) 57.00 1,221.00 

May 1971 102.00 3,158.00 

June 1971 68.00 2,056.00 

July 1971 26.00 797.00 

I 1-:.uoust 1971 - 34.00 1 055.00 
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Table - 12 Trend of Influx. (continued} 

September 1971 

October 1971 

November 1971 

Backlog 

27.00 

14~00 

8.00 

Total 

Source Bangladesh Documents, Volume II. 

804.00 

425.00 

217.00 

166.00 

9,899.00 

Wha..t .:Ls of note .:Ls tha..t of 

tota..l of 9,899,305 people; 7,493,474 

c::a..me to West Benga..l- The follo~.:Lng 

ta..ble sho~s the .:Lnfl-u.>e of 

"'T.i.S-a..-"'T.:LS the nor-ma..l pop-ula..t.:Lon .:Ln 

the concer-ned sta..tes_ 

Table - 13 Influx of Refugees Vis-a-Vis Normal Population in the 
Concerned States. 

Name of the State 1971 Census Refugee Population 
(persons in thousands} 

Assam 14,952.00 313.00 

Bihar 56,383.00 9.00 

Meghalaya 983.00 668.00 

Tripura 1,557.00 1,416.00 

West Bengal 44,440.00 7,493.00 
-----------

Total 9,899.00 
-----------

Source Bangladesh Documents, Volume II., 

The. Ch.:Lef M.:Ln.:Lster- of West Benga..l 

.:L rl. a. meet.:Lng held .:Ln Ne~ Delh..:L on. 

28th. September' 1992 sa...:Ld th.a..t ma..ny 

enter- ~.:Lth. "V"a..l.:Ld pa..per-s, b-ut a..fter-
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th.~ 

a.rl.d. g~t 

pop-u.lac~ 

d..iff.ic-u.lt 

lost 

arl.d. 

to 

stat~d. that 

3,315,000 

tim~ fail 

amor1.g 

that 

th.~m 

th.~ 

.it 

O'U.t-

1972 

.is 

H~ 

~r1.t~r~d. 

.....,-~ry 

also 

1990 

'W'.ith. 

pap~rs- Amor1.g th.~m 2,727,000 r~t-u.rr1.~d. 

1::n~t 

th.~ 

Bas-u. 

of 

1 992) 

'W'.ith. 

th.~.ir ""<.T.isas- (Jyot.i 

arl. of Aga..irl. 

2203-49 k.ilom~t~r .....,-~ry f~'W' 

.it battal.iOrl.S of 

.is rl.Ot .....,.~ry 

"W'h.O 

Mr-

"W' .is h. 

Jyot.i 

to 

Bas-u. 

r-~spor1.s.ibl~ 

BSF to marl. .it, 

to back th.os~ 

back_ Accord..ir1.g to 

BSF .is ma.ir1.ly 

parts of W~st B~r1.gal, 

o-u.t S~""<.T~rl.t~~rl. batta.l.ior1.s Orl.ly 

Ba.s-u., 

that 

O'U.t 

rl..irl.~ 

1 992) 

th.~ 

capt-u.r.ir1.g 

of 

marl. 

It 

BSF 

p~opl~ 

bord.~r 

North.~rrl. half of w~st 

S.i::Kt~~rl. battal.iOrl.S, 

th.~ 

h. as 

.is 

45 

(Jyot.i 

a.lso b~~rl. said. 

S'U.CC~SSf'U.l 

back 

to 

W~st 

Orl.ly 

eros s 

20% 

th.~ 



(T.V. Ra.:j es·h....,.,a.r, 1 990) The Ch.:Lef 

M.:i.r1.:i.ster a.lso sa..:Ld. ''mar1y ·a.re 

s-u.c::c::essf-u.l .:i.r1 c::-u.tt.:i.rJ..g the r1et'' sprea.d 

by the BSF a.rJ..d. er1ter.:i.r1g West 

(Joyt.:i. Ba.s-u., 1 992) 

The f.:i.g-u.res of the tota.l r1-u.mber 

of people a.s c::la.ss.:i.f.:i.ed. by pla.c::e of 

la..st. res.:i.d.erJ..c::e pla.c::e of b.:i.rth 

a.....,-a..:Lla.ble from the 1 981 Cer1s-u.s Report 

shed. some l.:i.ght OrJ.. the e:x:ter1t of 

m.:Lgra.t.:Lor1. The f.:Lg-u.res g.:i.....,-erJ.. .:LrJ..d..:i.c::a.te 

tha.t 

a.c::ross 

t.:i.ll 

the 

1 981 

r1-u.mber 

border 

Ta.ble 

of people 

West 

1 3 

d..:Lstr.:Lb-u.t.:i.orJ.. of m.:Lgra.r1ts, .:L.e., 

mo....,-ed 

Ber1ga.l 

the 

those 

...,.,he la.st res.:Ld.ed. .:i. r1 pla.c::e of 

erJ..-u.mera.t.:LorJ.. by d.-u.ra.t.:i.or1 of sta.y. 

Ta.ble 14 d.:Lstr.:Lc::t 

d.:Lstr.:Lb-u.t.:Lor1 of m.:Lgra.rJ..ts, .:L.e., those 

...,.,he borr1 .:i. r1 a. pla.c::e o-u.ts.:Ld.e the 

pla.c::e of erJ..-u.mera.t.:i.orJ.. b-u.t 

From ta.ble 1 3 .:Lt· a.ppea.rs 

2,679,029 people ha.d. erJ..tered. the 

sta.te o....,-er per.:i.od of t....,.,er1ty 

or more. It mea.r1s tha.t the 

.:i.rJ..c::l-u.d.es f.:i.g-u.res 
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Th-u.s .:Ln.tc::> a.c:::c:::c::>-u.n.t 

la.r-ge n.-u.mber- pec::>ple c:::a.me 

r-eside .:Ln. the sta.te pr-c::>ba.bly a.fter-

1947. a.t the sa.me time ta.ble 

1 3 a.lsc::> .:Ln.d..:Lc:::a.tes tha.t bet~een. 1 971 

a.n.d 1 981 n.ea.r-ly :E.:L.....,-e la.kh 

Ba.n.g.la.d.esh.:Ls ha.""<.Te c:::c::>me r-eside .:Ln. 

the sta.te. 

Table - 13 : Figures According to the Place of Last Residence. 

Last 
res:idence 

Bangladesh 

Bangladesh 

Bangladesh 

Table - 13 

Last 
residence 

Bangladesh 

Bangladesh 

Bangladesh 

Table - 13 

Last 
residence 

Bangladesh 

Bangladesh 

Bangladesh 

Duration of residence in place of Enumeration 
--less than 1 year--

total male fema1e ma1e fema1e 
1,439,621 1,239,408 15,216 13,215 

rural 
751,712 644,350 8,528 7,918 

urban 
687,908 595,058 6,689 5,597 

Figures According to the Place of Last Residence.(continued) 

Duration of residence in place of Enumeration 
----1 to 4 years---- ----5 to 9 years----

total ma1e fema1e ma1e fema1e 
110,006 111,968 123,294 127,394 

rural 
60,256 61,489 68,531 69,977 

urban 
49,750 50,479 54,764 57,617 

Figures According to the Place of Last Residence.(continued) 

Duration of residence in place of Enumeration 
----10 to 19 years-- ------20+ years----

total male female male fema1e 
416,821 367,103 702,530 554,533 

rural 
248,761 208,.752 345,191 273,733 

urban 
168,060 158,351 357,339 275,800 
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Table - 13 Figures According to the Place of Last Residence.(continued) 

Last 
residence 

Bangladesh 

Bangladesh 

Bangladesh 

Duration of residence in place of Enumeration 
-period not stated--

total male female 
71,753 64,695 

rural 
20,446 17,481 

urban 
51,307 47,214 

Source Census of India, 1981, West Bengal, Series 25, Part IV, 
table D2. 

Table - 14 Figures According to the Place of Birth. 

Total 
Districts Birth Place male female 

Kooch Bihar Bangladesh 157,388 135,706 

Jalpaiguri Bangladesh 150,451 128,735 

Darjeeling Bangladesh 29,487 22,927 

West Dinajpur Bangladesh 136,228 119,795 

Maldah . Bangladesh 54,658 48,823 

Murshidabad Bangladesh 39,830 36,849 

Nadia Bangladesh 272,569 249,445 

24 Paraganas Bangladesh 567,863 505,872 

Calcutta Bangladesh 119,587 101,539 

Haora Bangladesh 28,345 24,608 

Hugli Bangladesh 72,437 63,843 

Medinipur Bangladesh 14,299 12,748 

Bankura Bangladesh 6,017 5,326 

Puruliya Bangladesh 2,281 1,632 

Barddhaman Bangladesh 89,769 74,519 

Birbhum Bangladesh 7,802 6,813 

Source Census of India, 1981, West Bengal, Series 25, Part IV, 
Table 01. 
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po.:Ln.t by M.r-- Jyot.:L 

Ba.s"U. .:Ls of note_ He said. that fr-om 

the se-v-enties a. n. "U.mb e .r- of Mu.slim 

en.te.r-in.g In.d.:La.. Acco.r-d.~n.g to official 

f.:Lgu..r-es bet~een. 1977-1992 n.ea..r-ly 

235,521 Ba.n.gla.d.esh.:Ls ha. -v-e been. 

ca.ptu..r-ed a.n.d pu.shed. back by the BSF-

Among them 68,472 Hind u.s a.n.d 

164,132 Mu.slims. (Jyoti Ba.su., 

1 990) At the same time the mobile 

task for-ce a.n.d the state police ha.-v-e 

.r-etu..r-n.ed 216,985 .:Lllega.l mig.r-a.n.ts . 

Among them 56,342 Hin.d"U.S a.n.d 

169,775 Mu.slims . Table 1 5 

.:Ln.d.ica.tes the .:Ln.te.r-ception. of .:Lllega.l 

m.:Lg.r-a.n.ts fr-om Ba.n.gla.d.esh by the ·BSF 

a.n.d. the State Police a.n.d. Mobile Task 

For-ce bet~een. 1977 1 991 

Table - 15 

Year 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 
,'-· 
"-'"'·-·- ·-· 

Interception of Illegal Immigration : Bangladesh 
to West Bengal. 

State Police and BSF Total 
Mobile Task Force 

--------------------- --------------------- --------------
H M 0 H M 0 H M 

1, 047 1, 921 6 457 451 416 1, 504 2,372 

4,101 1 ,598 21 1,169 614 389 5,270 2,212 

2,360 5,664 - 2,183 1,306 681 4,543 6,970 

2,365 5,537 30 1,157 1,108 336 3,522 6,645 

3,063 7,168 18 824 1 ,343 175 3,887 8,541 

2,160 7,282 4 1,103 3,014 370 3,263 10,296 

"' .. . 
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Tab1e - 15 Interception of I11ega1 Immigration 
to West Benga1. (continued) 

Bang1adesh 

Year State Po1ice and BSF Tota1 
Mobi1e Task Force 

--------------------- --------------------- --------------
H M 0 H M 0 H M 

1983 2,070 12,347 18 2,364 6,202 263 4,434 18,549 

1984 1 ,942 12,085 32 2,612 7,452 36 4,554 19,537 

1985 2,938 13,970 - 4,044 6,061 62 6,982 20,031 

1986 2,963 13,295 - 6,419 14,086 - 9,387 27,381 

1987 5,860 17,579 385 6,637 17,504 77 11,997 35,083 

1988 7,142 19,847 121 5,348 14,047 79 12,490 33,887 

1989 5,606 17,365 85 s. 831 15,131 19 11,437 32,496 

1990 4,862 11,988 52 13,039 26,623 16 17.901 38,611 

1991 5,420 15,839 73 12,884 39,418 6 18,304 55,237 

H - Hindus M - Mus1ims 0 - Others. 

Source : Gautam Gupta, Debash Chakrabarty and Sarbari Bandyopadhyay, 
Migration from Bang1adesh'to India: During 1971 - 91: Its 
Magnitude and Causes, paper presented in Mau1ana Abu1 Ka1am 
Azad Inst. of Asian Studies, Ca1cutta 1994. 

The ~-u.mbers the tG~-ble 

of people "W'hO ha.~e c::a.-u.ght 

Cl.rl.d. the~ ret-u.r~ed.. Keep.:Ln.g .:Ln. m.:L~d. 

tha.t the BSF, Sta.te Fol.:Lc::e a.n.d. Mob.:Lle 

Ta.sk Force a.re on.ly a.ble to c::a.pt-u.re a. 

.sma.l.l: perc::e~ta.ge of those a.ttempt.:L~g· 

to en.ter; .:Lt be tha.t the 

a.c::t-u.a.lly a.ttempt.:L~g to en.ter' 

.:Ls q-u..:Lte la.rge • 

Some .:L~tere.st.:L~g tren.d.s .:Ln. the 

gro"W'th of pop-u.la.t.:Lo~ 1981-91 

.:Ls pro::jec::ted. by the Fro~.:Ls.:Lo~a.l 

Cen.s-u..s Report of West Ben.ga.l, 1991. 
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Ir::L the ta.ble belo-, the d.:Lstr.:Lc:::ts 

-h.:Lc:::h share border Bar::Lg lades h. 

ha.-v-e beer::L g.:L-v-er::L. The other d.:Lstr.:Lc:::ts 

of the state a.re Ca.lc:::1..:1.tta., Ha.ora., 

H1..:1.gl.:L, Med.:Lr1..:Lp1..:1.r, Ba.r1.k1..:1.ra., P1..:1.r1..:1.l.:Lya., 

Table - 16 : Districts which share a border with Bangladesh. 

Districts Border area in KM. 

Kooch Bihar "561.82 

Jalpaiguri 157.00 

Darjeeling 27.00 

Murshidabad 125.00 

West Dinajpur 538.00 

Malda 173.00 

Nadia 263.00 

North 24 Paraganas 280.00 

South 24 Paraaanas 63.00 

Source Shantanu Singh, Anuprobesh Prasange, Swastika, Diwali edition 
1994. 

It .:Ls .:Lr1.terest.:Lr1.g to r1.ote tha.t 

some of the d.:Lstr.:Lc:::ts had gra-th 

h.:Lgher tha.t of the sta.te 

1971-81 1981-91- (see 

table 1 7) the sa.:Ld 

dec:::a.des the s.:L:x: border d.:Lstr.:Lc:::ts of 

West Ma.lda.h, 

M1..:1.rsh.:Lda.bad, Nad.:La. North 24 

Para.ga.r::La.s, c:::or::Ls.:Lster::Ltly ha.d gra-th 

ra.te h.:Lgher thar1. that of the state a.s 

-hole- The other d.:Lstr.:Lc:::ts 

registered gra-th rate h.:Lgher 
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th.~ sta.t~ 1971-81 Roach. 

B.:Lh.a.r, Da.r::j~~l.:Ln.g, Hu.gl.:L a.n.d. 

Ba.rd.d.h.a.ma.n.; a.n.d. Sou.th. 24 Pa.ra.ga.n.a.s 

a.n.d. Ha.ora. .:Ln. 1981-91. 

Table - 17 Decada1 Variation in Population since 1961. 

State/Districts Percentage Decada1 Variation in Population 
1961-71 -1971-81 1981-91 

West Bengal +26.87 +23 .17 +24.55 

Kooch Bihar +38.67 +25.28 +21.82 

Jalpaiguri +28.76 +26.55 +25.96 

Darjeeling +25.16 +31.02 +30.40 

West Dinajpur +40.50 +29.31 +30.25 

Maldah +31.98 +26.00 +29.63 

Murshidabad +28.57 +25.49 +28.04 

Nadia +29.91 +33.29 +29.82 

N. 24 Paraganas +40.16 +31.42 +31.66 

s. 24 Paraganas +26.73 +19.42 +30".08 

Calcutta +12.39 +11.04 +06.33 

Haora +18.58 +22.74 +25.35 

Hugli +28.72 +23.86 +22.36 

Medinipur +26.89 +22.39 +23.83 

Bankura +22.02 +16.93 +17.88 

Purulj,ya +17.86 +15.65 +19.61 

Barddhaman +27.04 +23.47 +23.65 

Birbhum +22.80 +18.01 +21.96 

Source Census of India 1991, Provisional Population Totals. 

At th.~ sa.m~. t.:Lm~ 1971-81 

th.~r~ bord.~r d..:Lstr.:Lcts l.:Lk~ 

Da.r::j~~l.:Ln.g, Na.d..:La. a.n.d. th.~ d..:Lstr.:Lct of 

Ha.ora. -h..:Lch. -.:Ltn.~ss~d. s.:Lgn..:Lf.:Lca.n.t 
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.:Lrl. pop-u.la.t.:Lorl. from .:Lr1.c::r-ea.se 

pre-v-.:Lo-u.s 

d.ec::a.da.l 

d.ec::a.de 

gro-w-th. 

The 

rate 

r-.:Lse .:Lrl. 

the 

the 

for Da.r-::jeel.:Lrl.g 

from 25 _ 1 6% 

(1971-81) .:Ls 

(1961-71) 

s.:Lgrl..:Lf.:Lc::a.rl.t 

to 31-02% 

.:Lrl. respect 

of the q-u.a.r1.t-u.m of .:Lr1.c::r-ea.se as -w-ell as 

.:Lrl. that th..:Ls -u.sh.er-ed .:Lrl. trer1.d. of 

.:Lr1.c::rea.s.:Lrl.g 

ma..:Lr1.ta..:Lr1.ed 

Irl. 

gro-w-th. 

d.-u.r.:Lrl.g 

c::a. s e 

rate 

the 

of 

that -w-a. s 

r1.e>et dec:: a. de 

Na.d..:La. 

.:Lr1.c::rea.se 

the 

from 29-91% (1961-71) 

the 

to 

33-29% (1971-81) .:Ls also s-u.bsta.rl.t.:La.l_ 

(The C e.rJ. s -u. s of Irl.d..:La., Pro-v-.:Ls.:Lor1.a.l 

Pop-u.la.t.:Lor1. Totals 

.:Lr1.c::rea.se .:Lrl. Ha.ora. 

1991 :54) 

from 

The 

18-58% 

(1961-71) to 22-74% (1971-81)-

D-u.r.:Lr1.g 1981-91, the 

gro-w-th rate registered 

.:Lr1.c::rea.se .:i.rl. ele-v-er1. d..:Lstr-.:Lc::ts 

Ma.ld.a.h., 

S- 24 

M-u.rsh..:Ld.a.ba.d., 

Pa.ra.ga.rl.a.s, 

d.ec::a.da.l 

mar-ked 

: West 

N- 24 

Ha.ora., 

D.:Lr1.a.::jp-u.r, 

Pa.r-a.ga.rl.a.s, 

Med..:Lr1..:Lp-u.r, 

Ba.rd.d.h.a.ma.rl. 

Ba.r1.k-u.ra., P-u.r-u.l.:Lya., 

a.rl.d. B.:Lrbh.-u.m- (see table 

1 7) These .:Lr1.c::r-ea.ses a. s s -u.me greater 

s.:LgrJ..:Lf.:Lc::a.rJ.c::e -w-h.erl. .:Lt .:Ls r1.oted that 

o-u.t of 

mer1.t.:Lor1.ed., 

D.:Lr1.a.::jp-u.r, 

Pa.r-a.ga.rJ.a.s, 

the 

.:L rl. as 

Ma.lda.h., 

s_ 

ele-v-erl. d..:Lstr.:Lc::ts 

ma.rl.y as ter1. (West 

M-u.rsh..:Lda.ba.d., N- 24 

24 Pa.ra.ga.rl.a.s, 
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P""Ur""Ul.:Lya, Med.:LXL.:Lp""Ur, 

BarddhamaXL B.:Lrbh""Um) the gro....,th 

1971-a1 rate had 

~ompared to the rate .:LXL 1961-71 ""The 

re-v-ersal the treXLd of 

gro....,th rate ass""Umes 

....,he XL the .:LXLcremeXLtal 

gro....,th rate 19a1-91 .:Ls 

coXLs.:Ldered COXL:::j"'UXLCt.iOXL the 

the 

of 

fall gro....,th rate 

decade_ •• (The 

Pro-v-.:Ls.:LoXLal Pop""Ulat.:LoXL Totals 

1 991 : 55) For .:LXLstaXLCe the .:LXLcrease 

the decadal gro....,th rate by 2 55% 

M""Ursh.:Ldabad 0 

1?aragaXLaS 1 9 a 1 -~-1 

24% 

appears 

N. 

to 

24 

be 

XLOt at all XLegl.:Lg.:Lble ....,he XL 

3.0a% a.74% 

M""Ursh.:Ldabad 

respe~t.:L-v-ely. 

If OXLe looks 

d.:Lstr.:L~ts aloXLe, 

N. 

some of them l.:Lke 

Maldah, M""Ursh.:Ldabad, 

1971-81 

24 ParagaXLas 

at the border 

West 

N. 24 

a.XLd s. 24 ParagaXLas. ha-v-e 

D.:LXLa:::jp""Ur, 

ParagaXLas 

....,.:LtXLessed 

.:LXLcremeXLts 

0. 24% aXLd 

19a1-91-

of 

1 0 

(see 

0.94%, 3.63%, 2.55%, 

66% respect.:L-v-ely iXL 

table 1 a> If these 
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a.z::-e stu.d.:Led alor1.g ~.:Lth that 

table 1 9 .:Lt ~ .:L l l be that 

Table - 18 Difference in Decadal Growth Rates for Districts. 

Districts Decadal Growth Rates Difference 
1971-81 1981-91 

Kooch Bihar 25.28 21.82 -3.46 

Jalpaiguri 26.55 25.96 -0.59 

Darjeeling 31.02 30.40 -0.62 

West Dinajpur 29.31 30.25 +0.94 

Maldah 26.00 29.63 +3.63 

Murshidabad 25.49 28.04 +2.55 

Nadia 33.29 29.82 -3.47 

N. 24 Paraganas 31.42 31.66 +0.24 

s. 24 Paraganas 19.42 30.08 +10.66 

Calcutta 11.04 6.33 -4.71 

Haora 22.74 25.35 +2.61 

Hugli 23.86 22.36 -1.50 

Medinipur 22.39 23.83 +1.44 

Bankura 16.93 17.88 +0.95 

Puruliya 15.65 19.61 +3.96 

Barddhaman 23.47 23.65 +0.18 

Birbhum 18.01 21.96 +3.95 

Source Census of India 1991, Provisional Population Totals. 

Irl. West the pe.z::-cer1.tage 

.z::-.:Lse to the total g.z::-o~th of 

popu.la.t.:Lor1. .:L rl. West Ber1.ga.l, .as 
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.i.n.d..i.cated. .i.n. table 1 9 has been. from' 

5.31% (1971-81) to 5.43% (1981-91), 

.i.n. Mald.ah from 4.08% (1971-81) to 

4.49% (1981-91) .i.n. M~rsh.i.d.abad. from 

7.31% (1971-81) to 7..;74% (1981-91), 

.i.n. N- 24 Paragan.as from 12 88% ( 1 971 

a 1 > to 13.06% (1981-91) an. d. from 

6.95% (1971-81) to 9.85% (1981-91) .i.n. 

S. 24 Paragan.as. 

Table - 19 Decadal Growth of Population 1971-81, 1981-91. 

State/District Decadal growth of Percent to total 
Population growth of West Bengal 

------------------------- -----------------
1971-81 1981-91 1971 -81 1981-91 

West Bengal 10,268,636 13,402,085 100.00 100.00 

Rooch Bihar 357,460 386,526 3.48 2.88 

Jalpaiguri 464,712 574,956 4.53 4.29 

Darjeeling 242,492 311,349 2.36 2.32 

West Dinajpur 545,060 727,427 5.31 5.43 

Maldah 419,214 602,071 4.08 4.49 

Murshidabad 750,989 1, 036,726 7.31 7.74 

Nadia 740,342 883,994 7.21 6.60 

N. 24 Paraganas 1,322,077 1,750,764 12.88 13.06 

s. 24 Paraganas 713,671 1, 320,158 6.95 9.85 

Calcutta 410,469 261,416 4.00 1.95 

Haora 549,575 752,050 5.35 ' 5.61 

Hugli 685,190 795,354 6~71 5.94 

Medinipur 1,233,549 1,607,094 12.01 11.99 

Bankura 343,776 424,640 3.35 3.17 

Puruliya 250,926 363,622 2.44 2.71 

Barddhaman 919,214 1,143,662 8.95 8.53 

Birbhum 319,920 460,276 3.12 3.44 
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Source : Census of India 1991, Provisional Population Totals. 

time -w-e h.a.-v-e te> At the sa.me ta.ke 

.irl.tC> Cl.CCC>"U.rl.t 

the d.eca.d.a.l 

the 

B.ih.a.:r-

the fa.ct th.a.t 1981-91 

g:r-e>-w-th. 

be>:r-d.e:r-

:r-a.te h. a. d. 

d..ist:r-.icts 

Ja.lpa..ig-u.:r-.i, Na.d..ia., 

the d..ist:r-.icts C>f 

e>f 

Ke>e>ch. 

H-u.gl.i 

a.rl.d. Ca.lc-u.tta._ He>-w-e-v-e :r- the g:r-e>-w-th. 

:r-a.tes fe>:r- ( 3 0- 4 0%) , Na.d..i a. 

(29-82%) a.rl.d. Ja.lpa..ig-u.r.i (25-96%) a.re 

a.be>-v-e the e>-v-era.ll g:r-e>-w-th. ra.te e>f the 

e>f sta.te e.::x:cept the ca.se 

Ja.lp.a..ig-u.:r-.i, q-u..ite high. by themsel-v-es-

•• Ir1 the ca.se e>f Da.:r-:j e~l.ir1.g a.r1.d. 

Na.d..ia. '' , the Fro-v-.is.ie>rl.a.l Cer1.s-u.s Repe>rt 

sta.tes, '' M.i g:r-a. t .i C>rl. f:r-e>m a.c :r-e> s s the 

be>:r-d.e:r- m-u.st h.a.-v-e Ce>rl.tr.ib-u.ted. te> their 

high. g:r-e>-w-th.- •• (1991:61) Ke>e>ch. 

B.ih.a.r, H-u.gl.i a.r1.d. Ca.lc-u.tta. the d.ecl.ir1.e 

d.eca.d.a.l gre>-w-th. :r-ate, .it .is te> be 

r1.e>ted., .is ce>rl.s.isterl.t-

It a.ppea.rs th.a.t the 1 gre>-w-th. :r-a.t e 

h.a.s beer1. 

districts 

rl.C>rl.-be>:r-d.er 

Med..i:n..:Lp-u.:r-, 

Ba.rd.d.h.a.ma.r1. 

a.bser1.ce e>f 

d..ist:r-.icts 

Ba.r1.k-u.ra., 

se>me be>rd.er 

e-v-er1. s e>rne 

like Ha.e>ra., 

F-u.r-u.l.iya., 

a.rl.d. B.irbh.-u.m _ I rl. the 

fertility a.rl.d. m.igra.t.ie>rl. 
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ta.bles of the sta.te (1991), ~h.:Lc::h a.re 

yet to be 

demogra.ph.:Lc:: 

p~bl.:Lshed, 

pa.ra.meters, 

a.n..d 

.:Lt 

other 

.:Ls 

d.:Lff.:Lc::~lt to e.:x:pla..:Ln.. the ~n..derly.:Ln..g 

p.r-oc::esses respon..s.:Lb1e fo.r- the dec::l.:Ln..e 

.:Ln.. gro~th ra.te .:Ln.. some bor-der 

a.n..d .:Ln..c::.r-ea.se .:Ln.. rl.C>rl.-

bo.r-de.r- d.:Lstr.:Lc::ts An.. .:Ln.. depth st~dy 

a.t a. m.:Lc::ro le~el .:Ls .r-eq~.:Lred. B~t for 

tha.t to ~a..:Lt for deta..:Lled 

res~lts of ta.b~la.t.:Lon.. of the 

Pro~.:Ls.:Lon..a.l Cen..s~s da.ta.. 

a.mo~n..t of 

.:Ln..c::.r-ea.se .:Ln.. 

West Ben..ga.l 

s.:Lgn...:Lf.:Les a. 

the gro~th 

c::a.n.. sa.y ~.:Lth 

c::on..~.:Lc::t.:Lon.. .:Ls 

dec::a.da.l 

tha.t 

g.r-o~th 

some 

the 

of the 

(f.r-om 23.17% to 24.55%) 

·d.:L s q~.:Let .:Ln..g re~ersa.l .:Ln.. 

t.r-en..d espec::.:La.lly .:Ln.. the 

c:: on.. t e .:x: t of the drop .:Ln.. the a.ll In..d.:La. 

gro~th .r-a.t e to a. le~el bela~ tha.t of 

West Ben..ga.l. (The Cen..s~s of In..d.:La., 

Pro~.:Ls.:Lon..a.l Pop~la.t.:Lon.. Tota.ls 

e.:Lght 1991 :83) Sec::on..dly .:Ln.. 

d.:Lsrtr.:Lc::ts Ma.ld.a.h, M~rsh.:Lda.ba.d, 

Na.d.:La. Da.r:jeel.:Ln..g, West D.:Ln..a.:jp~r, N-

24 Pa.ra.ga.n..a.s, s. 24 Pa.ra.ga.n..a.s a.n..d 

Ja.lpa..:Lg~r.:L, the gro~th ra.tes .:Ln.. 1981-

91 ha.~e been.. q~.:Lte h.:Lgh; higher tha.n.. 

tha.t of the sta.te. In.. fo~r of them .:Lt 
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ha.s been.. 30%_ F-u.r-ther-mc::>r-e, a.s 

sta.ted. ea.r-.l.:Ler-, .:Ln.. s.:L::x:: C)"U. t the 

d..:i.str-.:Lc::ts men..t.:Lc::>n..ed. the g.r-c::>"W'th r-a.tes 

ha.-v-e c::c::>n..s.:Lsten..tly been.. h.:Lgher-, then.. 

tha.t 

d.ec::a.des_ 

d.esp.:Lte 

gr-c::>"W'th 

the sta.te 

Th.:Lr-d..ly 

"W'.:Ltn..ess.:Ln..g a. 

r-a.te d-u.r-.:Ln.g 

the .la.st thr-ee 

ten.. d..:Lstr-.:Lc::ts, 

d.ec::.l.:Ln..e .:Ln. the 

1971-81 ha. -v-e 

r-eg.:Lster-ed ma.r-ked. .:Ln.c::r-emen.ts .:Ln. the 

gr-c::>"W'th r-a.te .:Ln. 1981-91 _ 

The g.r-c::>"W'th r-a.te pc::>p-u..la.t.:Lc::>n. .:Ln. 

a. sta.te .l.:Lke West Ben..ga..l, .:Lt .:Ls tc::> be 

r-emember-ed, 

1 ) demc::>gr-a.ph.:Lc:: ga.p the d..:Lffer-en.c::e 

bet"W'een.. the b.:Lr-th r-a.te a.n.d the d.ea.th 

r-a.te s.:Lgn..:Lfy.:Ln.g the n.a.t-u.r-a..l g.r-b"W'th 

r-a.te, mea.s-u.r-ed. a.s the r-a.te per- 1000 

pc::>p-u..la.t.:Lc::>n., per- a.n..n.-u.m 

2) n..et .:Ln. m.:Lgr-a.t.:Lc::>n.-

It ha.s been. sta.ted .:Ln.. Pr-c::>-v-.:Ls.:Lc::>n.a..l 

Cen.s-u.s Repc::>r-t 

r-es-u..lt 

(1991) tha.t, a.c::c::c::>r-d.:Ln.g 

the sa.mp.le 

the ga.p bet"W'een. the t "W'C) 

pa.r-a.meter-s -v-a.r-.:Led. 

a.n..d 22 d-u.r-.:Ln.g the 

''The n..a.t-u.r-a..l 

pc::>p-u..la.t.:Lc::>n., •• .:Lt 

d.ec::a.da..l 

ha.s 

r-eg.:Lstr-a.t.:Lc::>n. 

d.emc::>gr-a.ph.:Lc:: 

bet"W'een. 20 

fr-c::>m 1981-

.:Ln.c::r-ea.se 

been. sa..:Ld., 

22 per- 1000 pc::>p-u..la.t.:Lc::>n. 2% 
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2-2% pe:r- yea.:r- lea.d.:Ln.g to deca.da.l 

gro~th :r-ate 

.:Lr1crea.se o-...re r 

-u.s-u.a.lly be 

of 

a.r1d 

20% 

·a. s c:: :r- .ib e d. 

to 22%- Ar1y 

that 

to r1et .:Ln.-

m.:Lgra.t.:Lon. -u.n.less some spec.:La.l .r-ea. son. 

c::a.n. be detected.- Ass-u.m.:Lr1g that the 

a.cc-u.ra.cy of 1 991 Cer1s-u.s more o:r-

less 

also 

the 

that 

same 

the 

a.s that 

gen.e:r-a.l 

of 1 981 

.:Lmpa.ct of 

a.n.d 

the 

ma.ss.:L-...re prog:r-a.m of fa.m.:Lly pla.r1r1.:Ln.g .:Ln. 

the state has n.ot ~ea.ken.ed d-u..r-.:Lr1g the 

decade .ir1 a.n.y pe:r-cept.ible degree, the 

e.::Kcess.:L-...re .in.c.r-ea.se .in. of 

a.bo-u.t 3_5% po.:Lr1ts oye:r- a.n.d a.bo-...re the 

r1orm a.bo-...re has a.cco:r-d.ir1gly 

to be a.tt.r-.ib-u.ted. to a.n. .:Lr1c:r-ea.se 

r1et .:Ln.-m.:Lg:r-a.t.:Lon. _ '' (1 991: 70) In.. 

a.bsol-u.te te.:i:-ms 

to m.:Lll.ior1- (The comes 

Cen.s-u.s 

a.bo-u.t 

of Ir1d.:La., F.r-o-...r.is.:Lon.a.l 

Fop-u.la.t.ion. Totals 1 991 : 7 0) 

The 

close 

state 

state 

pop-u.la.t.:Lon. 

.imp:r-egn.a.ble 

of West .is 

a.n.d. n.e.ithe.r- .:Ls 

l.:L-...r.:Ln.g 

bo:r-der, 

~.:Lth.in. 

follo~.ir1g 

r10t 

the 

Cl.r1 

on.ly 

the .r-ela.t.i-...rely s.:Lmple c o -u. :r- s e of 

demog.r-a.ph.ic c::ha.n.ges b.:L:r-th rate, 

death :r-a.te, The geog:r-a.ph.:Lca.l 

.s.itu.a.t.:Lon., the soc.:Lo-ecor1om.:Lc:: p-u.ll 
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e;,cez:-ted. 

Ea.s t ez:-:n. 

by .:i...t 

I:n.d..:i...a. 

.:i...:n. 

a.:n.d. 

cou.:n.tz:-.:i...es be.:i...:n.g ~hat 

poss.:i...ble that 

co:n.te:Kt of the 

the :n.e.:i...ghbou.z:-.:i...:n.g 

they a.z:-e ; .:i...t .:i...s 

thez:-e cou.ld. ha.-v-e qu..:i...te 

bee:n. a. flo~ of m.:i...gz:-a.:n.ts fz:-om the 

fz:-om :n.e.:i...ghbou.z:-.:i...:n.g states a.s ~ell a.s 

the .:i...:n.tez:-:n.a.t.:i...o:n.a.l boz:-d.ez:-_ 
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Problems Following Migration 
That passage f.r-om Ba.n.gla.desh 

in.to West Ben.ga.l does n.ot n.ecessa..r-ily 

mean. passage fr-om har-dship to 

life of ease, is clear-ly -u.n.de.r-stood 

~hen. on.e 

har-dships 

stops 

an. d. 

a.n.d 

the 

listen.s to the 

pr-oblems faced 

daily by n. -u.mb e .r- of Ba.n.gla.desh.i 

mig.r-a.n.ts in. A.n.a.n.dn.a.ga..r- colon.y 

a.n.d Pa.schim Pa.n.ch.sheela. in. K a. .r- d_a. h. , 

Nor-th 24 Pa..r-a.ga.n.a.s. A.n.a.n.dn.a.ga..r- colon.y 

is :sit-u.a.ted. n.ea..r- the Ka..r-da.h :station. 

a.n.d :sta.n.ds on. the .la.n.d ~h.ich. belon.g:s 

to the .r-a.il~a.ys. Acco.r-din.g to the old 

local .r-esiden.ts like Ni.r-ma.la. Ghosh, 

A-u..r-obin.do Sa.n.ka..r- Mitr-a. a.n.d Alok Ka.n.ti 

Ghosh the la.n.d on.c::e fr-ee of the 

ho-v-els ~h.ich. sta.n.d it. 

A.cco.r-din.g to them it ~a.:s d-u..r-in.g ea..r-ly 

1972 that 

made their-

the fi.r-:st makeshift 
• 
a.ppea..r-a.n.ce. Today 

h-u.t:s 

ther-e 

sta.n.d:s c::olon.y ~hich h.o-u.:ses 

h.-u.n.d.r-ed Ba.n.gla.de:shi families. 

I in.te.r--v-ie~ed thir-ty .r-e:siden.t:s of 

1 7 this colon.y ( 1 3 males an.d 

females) ; all of ~hom Hin.d-u.:s 

a.n.d had migr-ated fr-om Ba.n.gla.desh 
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bet,..,.ee~ 1975 a.~d 1978. They had come 

either from the district of Fa.ridpu.r 

or Ba.risa.l i~ Ba.~gla.desh.. 

Pa.sch.im Pa.~ch.sh.eela. the ~u.mber 

of i~di"Vidu.a.ls in.ter"Vie,..,.ed 

fifteen. ( 1 2 males a.~d 3 females) a.~d 

The all of them ,..,.ere H.:L~du.s. 

settlemen.t in. ~a.sch.im~Pa.~ch.sh.eela. is 

mu.ch. smaller a.~d comprises of fifteen. 

families_ With. 

family ,..,.h.ich. 

the e.x:ceptio~ of o~e 

h.a.d migrated from 

Ba.~gla.desh. 1 971 the rest of the 

settleme~t 

had left Ba.~gla.desh. 

1986. They 

Jessore or 

had 

from 

migrated 

Fa.ridpu.r 

either from 

district 

Ba.n.gla.desh.. 

The 

these 

i~ter"Vie,..,.s 

areas, it 

carried ou.t in. 

is importa.~t to 

state, are based o~ ra.~dom selectio~-

No qu.estion.n.a.ires; ,..,.ere prepared 

~either ,..,.as a. sa.mplin.g method u.sed. 

The i~forma.tion. collected ,..,.a. .s 

gathered 

con."Versa.tion.s 

each. .settleme~t-

strict scie~tific 
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~o~~th~l~ss e~abl~ ~s to form a~ idea 

a.bo~t the co~d.it..io~s that the 

m.igra~ts l.i....,-~ the str~ggles 

that they face daily. 

A~.ima Hal dar ge~erally a.s 

•mashi" (a~~t) ga....,-e me to~r of the 

colo~y. While mo....,-.:L~g from 

ho~se to a~other .it possible 

for me to see the pitiable co~d.itio~s 

.in. ~h.ich 

.i~ter....,-ie~ed 

ho~ses 

~hich ser....,-ed 

of most 

l.i....,-ed 

s.it~ated 

the 

Most 

to 

as d~mp.i~g 

p~ople 

of the 

ca~al 

r~bb.ish gro~~d 

for 

for 

of mosq~.itoes. Capable ~either 

protectin.g the res.iden.ts from ra.i~ or 

cold, 

families, each 

their ~ith meager 

On.e 

a.~d 

s~ch family comprises 

Shefal.i Bepar.i 

small ch.ildre~. They 

A~.ima Hal dar 

a~d 

li....,-e 

so~ a~d tee~age da~ghter. 

room 

belo~g.i~gs. 

of Amartya. 

their 

alo~g 

t~o 

~.ith 

her 

Part of the 

ho~se ~h.ich Amartya a~d Shefal.i 

Bepar.i l.i....,-e 

tu.r~ pays 

r~p~es to 

has bee~ s~blet 

s~m of three 

her la.n.dla.dy 

64 

by A~.ima 

She .in. 

h~~dred 

Archa~a 



"W'hO O"W'nS a. 

.::Ln the colony and S-u.n.::Ll 

Ha.lda.r- also l.::L--..re .::L n a. ho-u.se "W'h.::Lch .::Ls 

di--..rided into fo-u.r par-ts and each part 

is shared by a. different fam.::Lly-

Accor-ding to them "people are coming 

daily fr-om Bangladesh and constr-aints 

for- space and money force many to 

li--..re in this fashion; shar-ing a. ho-u.se 

"W'ith others_ •• •• This is a. 

in Ana.ndna.gar 

common 

colony•• 

stated Anima. Ha.lda.r--

Life 

Ha.ldar-, 

for the ladies like S-u.barna. 

Anima. Ha.ldar, Kanan Baidi and 

the other-s .::Lnter--..r.::Le"W'ed .::Ls not 

easy- All the la.d.::Les 

colony 

.::Lnter--..rie"W'ed 

"W'C>rk 

in 

as Ana.ndnagar

maidser--..rants in some ho-u.ses .::Ln 

Karda.h- Some of them like P-u.shpa. 

Ra.::jbankshi, An::ja.na. Da.s, P.::Lyabali 

Sarka.r 

nearly 

monthly 

and .,.._ra.ti Ra.::jba.nkshi for 

thirteen 

"W'ages, as 

th.eir families as 

-u.nemployed- They 

a. 

I "W'aS 

their 

day

told, 

Their 

form 

h-u.sbands a.r-e 

the entire 

responsibilities of their families_ 

Life for them, in fact, is 
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cor1.star1.t str1..1ggle. 

electr.:Lc.:Lty rl.Or arl. 

They 

rJ.earby ~ells 

There .:Ls 

ample so1..1rce 

ha-v-e to 

are 

of 

to 

rl.Ot 

for all the members of the 

color1.y. 

t1..1rr1.ed. 

The ~ater 

black, yet 

the 

part 

carJ.al has 

.:Lt 

corJ.t.:Lr1.1..1es 

1..1ter1.s.:Lls 

to be 1..1sed. by them 

of 

to ~ash 

clothes for lack 

l.:L-v-e 

of 

better fac.:Ll.:Lt.:Les. .They 

COrl.d..:Lt.:LorJ.S 1..1rl.f.:Lt for healthy l.:L-v-.:LrJ.g. 

as stated. by 'mash.:L' they ha-v-e 

learr1.ed. to l.:L-v-e the g.:L-v-erJ. 

corJ.d..:Lt.:LorJ.s. 

s.:Lm.:Llar ser1.t.:Lmer1.t e~pressed 

by MayarJ.a Sh.:Lk:d.ar Sar1.t.:L 

.r-es.:Ld.erJ.ts of settlemerJ.t 

Bepar.:L, 

l?asch.:Lm 

l?arJ.chsheela. 

them. They 

ma.:Ld.ser-v-arJ.ts 

L.:Lfe .:Ls 

~ark 

to make 

Altho1..1gh -v-ery eager 

ho1..1rs as 

both er1.ds meet. 

to_pro-v-.:Lde the.:Lr 

ch.:Lldrer1. ~.:Lth ar1. ed1..1cat.:Lor1., they ha-v-e 

beer1. 

meet 

forced 

some 

fam.:Ll.:Les. 

Most of 

.:Lr1.ter-v-.:Le~ed. 

to 

of 

the 

stated 

them to to 

r1.eeds of the.:Lr 

-w-omer1. ~hom I 

that before 

m.:Lgrat.:Lr1.g to West Ber1.gal they had. r1.ot 
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"'lii'Torked. ou.ts.:i.d.e the c::on.:f.:i.n.es of the.:i.r 

hou.ses. D.:i.:f:f.:i.c::u.lt c::.:i.rc::u.msta.n.c::es an. d. 

"'lii'Tork :fa.m.:i.ly n.eed.s had :forced them to 

as ma..:i.ds .:i.n. other people's homes 

A.mon.g the men. .:i.n.ter"<.T.:i.e"'lii'Ted ele"<.Ten. 

"'lii'Tere u.n.employed. Some "'lii'TOrked as d.a..:i.ly 

"'lii'Ta.ge la.bou.rers, others pu.lled 

sold "'Vegetables 

a.n.d some l.:i.ke Ma.n..:i.n.dra. 

a.n.d. :f.:i.shes 

R.a.:::)ba.n.ksh.:i. 

d.ro"<.Te a. "'Van.. All ha."<.Te them had "'lii'TOrked. 

as a.gr.:i.c::u.ltu.ra.l la.bou.rers 

.:i.n.d.:i."<.T.:i.d.u.a.ls 

.:i. n. 

Ba.n.gla.desh. 

Ma.n..:i.n.d.ra., 

Bu.t rl.O"'Iii'T l.:i.ke 

( :f.:i.shmon.ger) , 

:factory 

(pa.n.da.l 

Narayan. Bepa.r.:i. 

Su.khd.e"<.T Ka.n.:::J.:i.la.l ( b .:i. d. .:i. 

an. d. R.a.:::)u. R.a.:::)ba.n.ksh.:i. 

had lea.rn.ed. other 

trades to su.pport the.:i.r :fa.m.:i.l.:i.es. 

What .:i.s .:i.n.terest.:i.n.g .:i.s that amon.g 

all 

an.d 

to 

the .:i.n.d.:i."<.T.:i.d.u.als .:i.n.ter"<.T.:i.e"'lii'Ted., men. 

"'lii'Tomen., there "'lii'T.:i.ll.:i.n.gn.ess 

make the n.ec::essa.ry c::ha.n.ges to 

su.r"<.T.:i."<.Te an.d. stay "'lii'There they had 

settled d.o"'lii'Tn.. Th.:i.s probably ga"<.Te them 

the added stren.gth to :fa.c::e the 

c::hallen.ges .a.n.d the problems that c:: a.me 

the.:i.r "'lii'Ta.y-

c::omprom.:i.se 

stru.ggles 

They 

an. d. 

"'lii'T.:i.th 
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co:n.d.:Lt.:Lo:n.s of the.:Lr 

.:L:n.te:n.t .:Ln. c::a.r....,-.:L:n.g o-u.t a. 

themsel....,-es .:L :n_ the a.rea.s 

they were :n.ot 

they 

:n..:Lc::he 

were 

for 

they l.:L....,-ed. 

Howe....,-er 

ret-u.r:n.. 

ret-u.r:n. 

When. a.sked .:Lf they 

rea.dy 

w.:Lshed 

to 

to 

to Ba.:n.gla.desh, the a.:n.swer 

repea.tedly g.:L....,-e:n. a.:n. empha.t.:Lc:: 

All of them more or less ga.....,-e 

la.:n.d, sa.me rea.so:n.: ha.d :n.o 

occ-u.pa.t.:Lo:n. or e....,-e:n_ a. shelter 

ret-u.r:n. to a.:n.d a.s P-u.shpa. a.:n.d 

:n.o -

the 

:n.o 

to 

Otol 

Ra.:)ba.:n.ksh.:L sta.ted, god 

a.:n.d 

ha.d ·bro-u.ght 

them to this la.:n.d despite the 

d.:Lff.:Lc::-u.lt.:Les they 

a.:n.d better the.:Lr 

c::o:n.d.:Lt.:Lo:n.s. 

m-u.st 

l.:L....,-es 

lea.r:n. to l.:L....,-e 

.:Ln. the g.:L....,-e:n. 

The h-u.ma.:n. a.spec::t of the problem of 

m.:Lgra.t.:Lo:n. 

portra.yed 

ha.s been. br.:Lll.:La.r1tly 

by R.a.r1a.b.:Lr Sa.ma.dda.r h.:Ls 

work 

Report 

titled ""Ma.rg.:Lr1a.l Na.t.:Lor1: 

on. Tra.n.sborder M.:Lgra.t.:Lon. 

Ber1ga.l- •• 

from 

Ba.:n.gla.desh 

-u.n.p-u.bl.:Lshed) 

to West 

The 

(yet 

report wh.:Lle 

d.:Lsc::-u.ss.:L:n.g 

d.:Lffere:n.t 

the deeper .:Lss-u.es of the 

m.:Lgra.t.:Lo:n., 

a.spec::ts 

a.lso 

d.:Lff.:Lc::-u.lt.:Les fa.c::ed 

the c::ha.:n.ges 

a.re often. forced to 
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Thl..;LS 

migrants 

Ba.sirha.t 

a.bol..;lt th~ Hind. l.,;l 

S""a.rl..;lpna.ga.r, th~ 

Sl..;lbdi-v-ision; 

migration a.r~ forc::~d by 

c::irc::l..;lmsta.nc::~s to th~ir 

prof~ssions for ""ors ~ --"c::o11~g~ to 

to sc::hool sc::hool 

pri-v-a.t~ tl..;lition, a.gric::-u.lt-u.r~ to p~tty 

b-u.sin~s.s, p~tty bl.,;lsin~ss to 

som~tim~s d~stitl..;ltion. 

Sa.ma.dda.r 1996:68) Th~n th~r~ 

migrant s~ttl~rs of Na.lgola., 

Sl..;lbdi-v-ision 

-v-~nding, 

(Ra.na.bir 

th~ 

sit-u.a.t~d 

is c::los~ to Ca.lc::-u.tta., '"'he ha.-v-~ 

also mo-v-~ d.· o-v-~ r to diff~r~nt of 

Na.lgola. is by M"'...Cl.s.lim 

migrants 

Kh'U..lnCl. 

Samadda.r 

from Dl..;lm-u.ria. -u.pa..zila. of 

d.:Lstric::t ""h~r~, 

sta.t~s, th~y had 

agric::l.,;llt-u.ra.l labo-u.r~rs. 

migrating to Nalgola scm~ 

ha.-v-~ -u.p masonry, 

f-u.rn.:Lt-u.r~s, 

m~c::ha.nic::s 

""~ a.r~ told, 

l..;lnits 
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Hing~lg~ng ~nd Min~kh~n blocks 

of the s~me s~bdi~ision. 

Most 

C::~nning 

Ho"""'e~er 

of 

the 

the migr~nts 

pe~s~nts in 

m~:jority ~re 

.:Ln ricksh~"""' p~lling/ 

.:Ln 

B~ngl~desh. 

cycling, 

he~dlo~d ,..,.ark, sm~ll f~ctory :jobs ~nd 

e~en .:Ln prostit~tion. 

Like the Hind~ ,..,.omen inter~ie,..,.ed 

by me some of the M~slim ,..,.omen in 

s~m~dd~r's st~dy, 

,..,.hile others 

f~ctory 

e~rning 

~nits or 

professions 

others ,..,.he, ~long """'ith 

.:Ln the brick fields or 

~s ho~sem~ids 

in sm~ll 

in self 

There 

the men 

employed 

in the t~iloring ind~stry, for 

.:Lnst~nce, in Meti~br~z in So~th 24 

P~r~g~n~s-

We ~lso he~r ~bo~t migr~nt l~bo~rs 

of B~d~rt~l~ ~nd R~md~sh~ti. II, ,..,.hose 

li~es ~re m~rked by e::Ktreme po~erty. 

They mostly Bih~ri M~slims from 

B~ngl~desh often ~s hired 

hands to t~ilor:s s~c::h i:s their life 

that they ha~e to spend their nights 
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~ha.t the loc::a.ls c::a.ll 'li~egha.~s' 

(Ra.~a.bi~ Sa.ma.dda.~, 1996:100) 

is is tha.t w'ha.t 

despite odds, the ~u.me~ou.s 

ha.~d st~u.ggles, 

dep~i-v-a.tio~, 

the 

the mig~a.~t settle~s 

mostly p~efe~ to 

a.~e a.~d fa.c::e the 

li-v-es. The~e 

a.mo~g them some 

~ema.i~ 

a.~e, 

-w:he~e 

of 

they 

thei~ 

off c::ou.~se, 

0~ a. 

sea.so~a.l ba.sis 

a.fte~ 

a.~d ~etu.~~ to 

of .Ba.~gla.desh the c::ompletio~ 

thei~ ~o~k- fa~ most the dec::isio~ 

to mig~a.te is follo~ed by a. desi~e to 

settle a.~d bec::ome a. pa.~t 

they ha.-v-e 

themsel-v-es. 

most, is 

~o~th~hile 

ba.c::k home. 

c::o~sc::iou.sly 

The 

tha.t 

left 

~ea. so~ 

the~e 

to ma.ke 

Thu.s thei~ ~il.l.i~g~ess 

a. is e=pla.i~ed 

of the 

c::hose~ 

bei~g, 

life 

fa~ 

fo~ 

is 

the 

to 

by 

~othi~g 

:jou.~~ey 

a.da.pt i~ 

th·e fa.c::t 

tha.t, mo~e tha.~ ~at, the~e is 

~0 

go 

st~o~g 

ba.c::k-

mea.~s 

situ.a.tio~s 

esc::a.ped. 

e~ou.gh ~ea. .so~ 

fa.c::t 

d~a.~~ 

f~om 
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Th-u.s. m.::Lg.r-a.t.::Lon does 

~e~essa..r-.::L~y mea.~ a.~ a.-u.toma.t.::L~ pa.ssa.ge 

to better- l.::Lfe- For- ma.~y m.::Lg.r-a.~ts, 

l.::Lfe .::Ls ~o~sta.~t st.r--u.ggle; 

t.::L.r-eless .r-a.~e 

Ho'-'Te-v-e.r-, .::Lt .::Ls for- ma.~y, a.t t.::Lmes 

the -v-.::Ls.::Lble opt.::Lo~; a.~ opt.::Lo~ 

for- a. ~ompa..r-a.t.::L-v-ely better- a.~d se~-u..r-e 

l.::Lfe_ 

Whe~ 

Ba.~gla.desh 

pr-oblem, 

.r-emember-

pr-oblem 

despe.r-a.te 

ta.lk a.bo-u.t 

West 

m.::Lg.r-a.t.::Lo~ fr-om 

a.s 

m-u.st 

tha.t .::Ls 

ta.ke 

la..r-gely 

~a..r-e to 

h-u.ma.~ 

.::L ~,.,. 0 .l,.,. .::L ~ g se~t.::Lo~ of 

people, for- -hom m.::Lg.r-a.t.::Lo~ 

.::Ls the pa.th for- l.::Lfe for-
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Condusion 
f.in.d..in.g an. effecti-v-e sol-u.t.ion. 

to the pr-oblem 

Ban.glad.esh. .in. to 

of 

the 

m.ig.rat.ion. 

In.d..ian. 

f.rom 

bo.rd.e.r 

states like West Ben. gal .it .is 

n.ecessa.ry 

.recogn..it.ion. 

to 

of 

-u.n.d.e.rstan.d..in.g by 

h. a-v-e clea.r-c-u.t 

the pr-oblem an. d. an. 

both. the co-u.n.t.r.ies 

.its e>e::ten.t an. d. the factor-s that 

a.re .respon.s.ible for- .it_ Un.fo.rt-u.n.ately 

n.on.e of these con.d..it.ion.s for

this sol-u.t.ion. p.re-v-a..il tod.a.y_ In. fa.ct 

.:L:ss-u.e con.t.in.-u.es to .rema..in. a. ma.:jo.r 

bon.e of con.ten.t.ion. .in. 

.relation._ 

In.d.o-Ba.n.gla.d.esh. 

Ban.gla.d.e:sh., h.a.s 

.:Ln. 

.in. 

the d..isc-u.s:s.ion. 

Ne.,...,. 

off.ic.ia.ls 

{Statesman., 

Delhi, 

mostly 

Ne.,...,. 

a.l.,...,.a.ys .ref-u.sed. to 

For- .in.sta.n.ce 

.in. held. 

the 

ev-a.d.ed. 

Delhi, 

Ap.r.:Ll 1975 

Ba.n.gla.d.e:sh..i 

the .is:s-u.e-

Aga..in. the In.d..ia.n. P.r.ime M.in..iste.r .in. a. 

pe.rson.a.l letter- to P.res.id.en.t Z.ia.--u..r-

Ra.h.ma.n. 

about 

h. a. d. 

the 

Ba.n.glad.e a h.·_ 

e>e::p.re:ssed. h..i:s con.ce.rn. 

.in.fl-u.>e:: of people f.rom 

The P.re:s.id.en.t, h.o.,...,.e-v-e.r, 
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(Th.~ T.:Lm~s of Ind..:La., D~lh..:L, 

B-1.1 _77) La.t~r- h.~ sa..:Ld.,_ ••th.~r-~ a.r-~ no 

Ba.ngla.d.~sh..:L r-~f~g~~s Ind..:La. a.ny 

mar-~- Th.~r-~ .is no q~~st.:Lon of 

a.ny 

of India., 

p~opl~ ba.c::k- •• ( Th.~ 

N~~ D~lh..:L, 8 - 1 1 - 7 7) 

T.:Lm~s 

E-v-~n 

-v-.:Ls.:Lt Mr-s- Kh.a.l~~d.a. Z.:La., ~h..:Ll~ 

to 

of 

Ind..:La., 

s~c::h. 

d.~_n.:L~d. 

p~opl~ 

th.~ 

th.~ 

Kh.a.l~~d.a. Z.:La., 

a.s th.~ h.~a.d. 

pos.:Lt.:Lon 

•• .:L t 

of 

~.ill 

th.~ 

b~ 

Ba.ngla.d.~sh., sh.~ ~a.s not 

opt .:Lon b~t to c::la..:Lm th.a.t 

on 

~::x:.:Lst~nc::~ 

.If on~ 

of B~g~m 

th.a.t 

of 

h.a.s 

b~~n 

-,..ill 

no .:Lll~ga.l m.:Lgr-a.t.:Lon_ No l~a.d.~r-

p~bl.:Lc::ly a.c::c::~pt th.a.t th.~ 

h..:Ls or- h.~r- c::o~ntr-y a.r-e 

so p.:Lt.:La.bl~ th.a.t a. ~onstant .str-ea.m of 

p~ople a.r-e 

n~.:Lgh.bo~r-.:Lng 

D~b~y, 1 993) 

m.:Lgr-a.t.:Lng 

~o~ntr-y- •• 

to 

Th.~ Ba.ngla.d.~sh. go-v-~r-nm~r.t.t 

th.a.t r-~a.l.:Lz~s 

d..:Lsc::~ss th.~ .:Lss~~s, 

.:Lt 

th.~ 

a.gr-~~s 

d.~f~ns~ 

h.a.s b~~n b~.:Lld..:Lng or.t. th.~ ma.tt~r-, 

th.~ y~a.r-s, ~.ill fa.ll- Th.~ ~ffor-t, 

mostly to a.~c::~s~ Ind..:La. 

to 

.:Lt 

h.a.s 

of 

pr-o-v-.:Ld..:Lng fa.ls~ a.nd. r-a..:Ls.:Lng 

.:Lss~~s, ~hie:: h. a.c::c::or-d..:Lng to them 
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th~ other- ha:n.d., 

th~ BJP 

Mu.c:hkl...:l.:n.d. 

Chou.d.ha.r-y, 

qu.est.:i....o:n. 

-.r-.:i....tes 

o:f 

as po.:L:n.ted. ou.t by 

Kamesh-a.r-

t.r-.:i....ed. to c:olol...:l..r- the 

The 

the 

c:ommu.:n.al 

o:f the 

Ba.:n.gla.d.esh.:i.... 

.:i....s 

BJP 

.:Lmm.:i....g.r-a.:n.ts, 

c:ompletely 

c:ommu.:n.a.l- The pa..r-ty talks o:f t-o 

o:f .:i....mm.:i....g.r-a.:n.ts th.:i....s 

the 

su.c:h a.s 

.:i....- ~- , . the 

'.r-e:fl...:l.gees' 

H.:i....:n.d.l...:l.s, 

.:i....mm.:i....g.r-a.:n.ts 

o:n.ly 

'.:L:n.:f.:i....lt.r-a.to.r-s' 

All :n.o:n.-Ml...:l.sl.:i....ms 

Bu.d.d.h.:i....sts 

a..r-e .r-ega..r-d.ed. a.s 

the. Ml...:l.sl.:i....m 

c:o:n.s.:Ld.e.r-ed. 

Ch.r-.:i....st.:i....a:n. 

.r-e:fu.gees 

.:i....mm.:i....g.r-a:n.ts 

.:i....:n.:f.:i....lt.r-a.to.r-s- Ba.:n.gla.desh a.lso, 

some o:f the pol.:i....t.:i....c:a.l pa..r-t.:Les ha.-....,.e 

t.r-.:i....ed. to ga.the.r- pol.:Lt.:Lc:a.l m.:Llea.ge 

:f.r-om the .:Lssu.e by c:ommu.:n.a.l.:Ls.:i....:n.g .:i....t_ 

The Ja.t.:i....yo Pa..r-ty Ja.ma.a.t-e-Isla.m.:i.... 

Pa..r-ty 

.r-a..:i....s.:i....:n.g th.:i....s 

to d..r-.:L-....,.e 

su.c:h 

ou.t 

a. 

Va..r-.:i....ou.s 

made 

tha.t I:n.d..:i....a. -a.s 

.:Lts Mu.sl.:i....ms_ 

p.r-e::jl...:l.d..:i....c:ed. l.:i....ght the 

su.ggest.:i....o:n.s ha-....,.e 

It has, 
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e~a.mple, 

.::Ln..terc::ept.::Le>n.. 

ma.d.e me>re 

1992 tha.t 

been.. s-u.ggested. tha.t the 

a.t the border she>-u.ld. be 

effec::t.::L-v-e. The Ch.::Lef 

West 

the 

Ben..ga.l 

n..-u.mber 

sta.ted. 

e>f 

.::Ln.. 

BSF 

ba.tta.l.::Le>n..s a.t the be>rd.er she>-u.ld. be 

.::Ln..c::rea.sed.. At the sa.me t.::Lme the 

Mob.::Lle Ta.sk Fe>rc::e sho-u.ld. be ma.d.e me>re 

eff.::Lc.::Len..t by pro-v-.::Ld..::Ln..g them "W" .::L t h 

n..ec::essa.ry eq-u..::Lpmen..t a.n..d. me>re men... 

the 

Mr. 

Ba.s-u. a.lse> sta.ted. tha.t -v-.::Lsa.s 

be selecti-v-ely a.fter 

pre>per screen...::Ln..g. The Ch.::Lef M.::Ln...::Lster 

a.lse> c::a.lled. a.ss.::Lsta.n..c::e by the 

Cen..tra.l Ge>-v-ern..men..t 

.::Lmplemen..t.::Ln..g 

c::e>n..str-u.c::tin..g 

a.n..d. fen..c::.::Ln..g 

.::Lts 

re>a.d.s 

the en..t.::Lre 

sa.me by ba.rbed. -w-ires. 

These mea.s-u.res c:: a.n.. , 

effecti-v-ely 

scheme 

the 

len..gth 

fe>r 

border 

e>f the 

e>f ce>-u.rse, be 

se>me help. Erec::tin..g ba.rbed. 

fen..c::es a.n..d. in..c::rea.s.::Ln..g the n..-u.mber of 

pa.tre>ll.::Ln..g fe>rces ma.y in..d.eed. thwa.rt 

q-u.ite a. fe-w- fre>m ma.kin..g a.n.. a.ttempt te> 

en..ter the In..d.ia.n.. s.::Ld.e. 13-u.t there -w-ill 

be e>thers, pressed.1 
by dire n..eed.s, 

-w-.:Lll.:Ln..g te> ta.ke the risks a.n..d. cross 

e>-v-er te> the e>ther s.:Ld.e of the border. 
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It 

In.d..ia. 

.is 

to 

e~tr-emely 

sol"""e 

-u.n..ila.ter-a.lly ~.ith.o-u.t 

d..iff.ic::-u.lt 

the pr-oblem 

the c::o-oper-a.t.ion. 

the Ba.n.gla.d.esh. go-v-er-n.men.t. 

Ther-efor-e, fr-.ien.d.ly d..ia.log-u.es bet~een. 

the c::o-u.n.tr-.ies 

on. the pa.r-t 

a.n.d. 

the 

~.ill.in.gn.ess 

Ba.n.gla.d.esh. 

go"""er-n.men.t 

ob:jec::t.i"""ely 

a.m.ic::a.bly a.n.d. 

d..isc::-u.ss 

-u.tmost .impor-ta.n.c::e 

pr-oblem. 

An.y a.ttempt to 

the 

for-

sol"""e 

.iss-u.e .is 

sol-v-.in.g the 

the pr-oblem 

m-u.s t -u.lt.ima.tely seek 

-u.n.d.er-l.in.e ten.s.ion.s 

to 

a.n.d. 

r-emo"""e the 

pr-ess-u.r-es 

Ther-e 

.is , ther-efor-e, a.n. -u.r-gen.t n.eed. to 

a.tten.d. to the r-oot c::a.-u.se. 

Wh.a.t .is n.eed.ed. .is to .impa.r-t 

gr-o~th. a.n.d. d.yn.a.m.ism to the Ba.n.gla.d.esh 

a.n.d. br-.in.g pr-osper-ity the ec::on.dmy 

people, a.pa.r-t fr-om them, 

pa.r-t.ic::-u.la.r-ly the 

sec::-u.r-.ity. This 

r-espon.s.ib.il.ity 

go-v-er-n.men.t. 

go-v-er-n.men.t a.lon.e 

m.in.or-.it.ies, sen.se 

.is essen.t.ia.lly. the 

the 

the 

~.it h. 
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c:: a. n. n. C) t 

c::ha.n.ge 

.str--u.ct-u.r-e. 

cc:>mb.:i...n.ed. 

n.e.:i...ghb<::>-u.r.s 

a.n.d .s~ell.:i...n.g pc:>p-u.la.t.:i...<::>n. 

m<::>men.tc:>-u..s 

.:Ln. 

Wha.t 

a.bc:>-u.t 

.:i...t.s 

.:i....s 

a.tta.ck by 

a.n.y 

.sc:>c::.:i...c:>-ecc:>n.<::>m.:i...c 

.:i....s a. 

Dha.ka. a.n.d .:i...t.s 

c:>n. the c:>~er pc:>p-u.la.t.:i...c:>n. a.n.d 

the pc:>~erty tha.t .:i....s .s~eep.:i...n.g the 

en.t.:i...re Ga.n.get.:i...c::-Bra.hma.p-u.tr-a. ba..s.:i...n.. 

(Ha..za.r-.:i...ka., 1993:61) In. fa.ct n.<::> n.a.t.:i...<::>n. 

.:Ln. th.:i....s 

.:i....sc:>la.t.:i...<::>n.. 

mc:>~emen.t.s 

reg.:i...<::>n. ca.n. 

Pr-e~en.t.:i...<::>n. 

a.crc:>.s.s the 

c:>pera.te 

<::>f 

.:Ln. 

.:i...n.tern.a.t.:i...<::>n.a.l 

b<::>r-der- req-u..:i...r-e.s ~.:i....s.:i.c:>n., ded.:i...ca.t.:i...<::>n. 

a.n.d c::c:>c:>per-a.t.:i...<::>n. a.m<::>n.g the .sta.te.s c:>f 

the reg.:i...<::>n. - (Sha.m.s-u.l Ba.r.:i..., 1995.97) A 

r-eg.:i...c:>n.a.l a..s.s<::>c.:i...a.t.:i...<::>n. l.:i...ke SAA.R.C c:: a.n. 

tc:>~a.r-d.s the de~elc:>pmen.t <::>f 

the c:: c:>mmc:> n. .stra.teg.:i...e.s tc:> en.ha.n.ce 

.sec::-u.r-.:i...ty <::>f the pec:>ple. 

Cr-c:>.s.s-bc:>r-der d.:i....spla.cemen.t, 

cc:>er-c.:i...~e c:>r ~<::>1-u.n.ta.r-y, .:i....s a. pr-<::>blem 

fa.c::ed. n.<::>t by 

<::>f 

In.d..:i...a. b-u.t by mc:>.st 

The <::>f the .sta.te.s the reg.:i...<::>n. • 

need, ther-efc:>r-e, .:i....s tc:> p-u.t .:i...t C)rl. 

a.gen.da. c:>f reg.:i...<::>n.a.l cc:>-c:>pera.t.:i...<::>n. 

the 

The 

prc:>blem <::>f pc:>p-u.la.t.:i...c:>n. d..:i....spla.cemen.t 

a.crc:>.s .s the b<::>rder.s, .:i...f frc:>m 

mc:>r-e brc:>a.d.er reg.:i...<::>na.l per.spect.:i...~e 

tha.n. a..s a. pr.:i...ma.r.:i...ly b.:i...la.tera.l .:i....ss-u.e 
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c:: a.r1 pr-obably h.~lp to br-.:Lr1g a.bo'-:J.t 

sol'-:l.t.:Lor1- Th.~ H~a.ds of th.~ d.:Lff~r'~r1t 

by pool.:Lr1g 

tog~th.~r- th.~.:Lr- r'~SO'-:!.r'C::~S a.r1d 

~>r::p~r-t.:Ls~ h.a.r-mor1.:Lz~d, 

c::ompr-~h.~r1s.:L-v-~ r-~g.:Lor1a.l a.ppr-oa.c::h._ 

that th.~ d.:Lff~r'~r1t A.s.:La.r1 

sta.t~s h.a.-v-~ to th.~.:Lr- m '-:1. t '-:1. a. l 

pol.:Lt.:Lc::a.l d.:Lstr-'-:l.st a.r1d d.:Lff.:Lc::'-:l.lt.:L~s 

a.r1d m'-:l.st~r- pol.:Lt.:Lc::a.l -ow-.:Lll 

p~opl~'.s S~C::'-:l.r'.:i.ty Cl.r1d "'W"~lfa.r-~ 

a.s ma..:Lr1 .:Lt~ms Or1 th.~ a.g~r1da. 

r-~g.:Lor1a.l c::o-op~r-a.t.:Lor1~ 

Th. '-:1.5 Ir1d.:La. a.lbr1~ C::Cl.r1r10t d~a.l 

pr-obl~m -ow-h..:Lc::h. for-ms a. par-t Cl.r1d st~m.s 

fr-om th.~ t~r1.S.:i.Or1S, 

. c:: Or1f l.:L c:: t s a.r1d pr-~.S.S'-:l.r'~S po-v-~r-ty 

"'W" h. .:L c:: h. 

a.mor1gst 

.:Lr1 th~ s '-:l.b c::· 0 r1 t .:L r1 ~ r1 t 

pop'-:!..la.t.:Lor1 so d.:L-v-~r-.s~ a.r1d 

Th.~ pr-obl~m 

d.:L.spla.c::~m~r1t c:: a.r1r10 t b~ tr-~a.t~d .:Lr1 

.:L.sola.t~d fa.sh..:Lor1, h.a.s to b~ s~~r1 

a.s r-~la.t~d to th.~ br-oa.d~r- pr-obl~ms of 

d~-v-~lopm~r1t Cl.r1d 

SO.l'-:l.t.:i.Or1 of 

d.:Lff~r-~;n.t 

.:Lr1C::l'-:l.d.:Lr1g Ir1d.:La. 

to r-~a.l.:Lz~ th.~ 

r-oot C::Ci.'-:l..S~S, 

.S~C::'-:l.r'.:Lty_ Th.'-:l.S 

lor1g t~r-m th.~ 

A.s.:La.r1 .sta.t~.s; 

a.r1d Ba.r1gla.d~.sh.; ha.-v-~ 

r1~~d to .:Ld~r1t.:Lfy th.~ 

""h..:Lc::h. a.r-~ d.:Lr-~c::tly 
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lin.ked "W"ith .s~.sta.in.a.ble ec:::c:>n.c:>mic::: 

devrelc:>pmen.t 

re.spc:>n..sible 

a.n.d then. t c:> ge t.he r 

prevren.tic:>n. 

elimin.a.tic:>n.-

a.n.d 

the re.gic:>n., 

.s~c:::h di.spla.c:::emen.t.s 

tc:>"W"a.rd 

fin.a.lly 

their 

their 
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