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Integrating theories which are Eurocentric in 

nature to the realities of developing nations are 

conceptualisation Elnd 

.:~.ppJ.i.c:d:.ion. It is. aU. the mor·e ~:.o .i.n thE~ s:.t:udy cd' the 

Peoples Republic of ChinE!. Mechanical <::1ppl j_c::C~t.i.cw, of 

concepts to the t I'" 2"1 d .it ion a l. 

~".-OC: :i. <:'2 t J €·? r,;;. D -[ the EE~st has resulted in what can 

called the neo-colonial perspective, and the bench mark 

,as can be seen in western scholC~rship on the East, has 

the model of western liberal 

concepts ranging from that of nation-state, 

socialism andconstitutional Government has primarily a 

western connotation ,and the period of colonialism 

helped in universalising such concepts. 

These ideals were strenghtened 

EIS the ruling elite in these erstwhile 

looked up to these models for modernisation 

Elnd development. This process gained acceptEince 

the local populace , as colonialism destroyed the basis 

j_n these countries. The 

revolution of 1917 put forwC~rd an alternative to the 

the capitalist state 

Lenin was at the imperialist stage of development. The 
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newly independent nations of the thi~d wo~ld 

suffering from the chronic problems of colonialism 

saw in socialism conditions for genuine liberation 

Socialism became a liberating force for these nations 

to do away with the vestiges of colonialism In the 

Chinese revolution , socialism played the historical 

~ole of a liberating ideology. As the capitalist states 

transformed in the course of this century , primarily 

to combat socialism, the post-revolutionary socialist 

states 1n due course set an agenda for totalitarian 

states. In almost all socialist states Party monopoly , 

bureaucratism and the dogmatic application of Marxism-

Leninism resulted in the increasing alienation of the 

Party state from the society. In China during the 

Maoist 
e 

phase , there was a hightened concern for this 
~ 

phenomenon, which laid the basis for Maoism as an 

ideology. 

In the Maoist phase, if the concern of the 

Party was in building socialism with Chinese 

characteristics , the post -Mao periodi saw the Chinese 

leadership trying to build a unique brand of Chinese 

socialism with capitalist character~stics, as the 

reform era wcruld testify . In the reform decade the 

Chinese leadership has been concerned solely with the 

development -~ Ul productive forces and has introduced 

market reforms which has integrated China's economy 

with the world capitalist economy. Although the PRC's 
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economic success has muted the criticism of Chinese 

state both from within and outside China. the relation 

between the Chinese state and society has been strained 

to the point of confrontation which erupts 

periodically.These conflicts in the last instance have 

tipped in favour of the state which is still in control 

of its coercive and repressive mechanisms, as seen in 

June 1989. Throughout the reform or modernisation 

decade, various sections of the masses, especially the 

urban residents have voiced a greater demar1d for more 

democracy freedom individual rights and so on and 

so forth. 

Aided at times by the reform faction within 

the Party , reflected in the intra- party conflicts 

over reform and modernisation policies ~ the movements 

have over a period gained legitimacy. The Chinese state 

has shown no signs of relinquishing power or giving in 

to the demands of the protestors, as the more 

conservative leadership took control of the Party 

the post-Tiananmen phase. The relative strength of the 

state in relation to the society has been attributed to 

the absence of civil society in China. This interest in 

civil society has emerged as a result of the collapse 

of communi~n in Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. This 

collapse according to political theorists has been the 

result of the existence of an active civil society 
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resisting the party-states hegemony, and had played the 

major role in bringing down these regimes.Thus China 

focus of study , as it had with stood the 

and an active interest .in tht-:-: s:.tudy o'f 

Chi.n<:i' ~==· c.i..,,i l society came about. While the dissent 

by the process of economic modernisation which 

L>J .i t. h :.\. r; the Party also, there is a 

faction which, unlike the current leadership, 

that. reforms are meaningful 

political reforms. 

This study aims to focus on the State-society 

relations as it unfolded during the post -Mao era. As 

this period witnessed unprecedented economic 

in .i. t :i. i'i t.F.?d to t.hf2 

and de-ideologisation of 

society, chapter one of the study traces the political 

the ideological conflicts and its re-orientation 

in the post- cultural revolution period. The notion of 

the qrowth of autonomous centres of 

l:i.nkt>d by China scholars in the recent times to the 

transformations that have occured in the economy with 

the adoption of the market mechanism and 'open door 

to foreiqn capital. The second chapter deals with the 

dynamics of economic modernisation and its impact on 



the Chinese society. Studies on ~ne den~cracy movement 

and dissent in the post Tiananman period 

t. h.:~ t. these protests symbolises the emergence of 

'embryonic civil society' in China . The third chapter 

f' ><o·'¥Vli'Y'1-".~ t.hF: polt,::;m:i.c•::- r-f.:>lc:it.f:::d tn the civ.i.l s_;oci.E.?t.y; 

.l.. L .. ·- .L. 
L!!d ! .. has been employed the 

of the State-Society relat1ons in 



and ideological conflicts in the 

post - Cultural Revolution era (1965 - 69) are taken as 

the starting point of this study of the State-Society 

relations in the post-Mao china. This transitional 

phase saw a shift in the politics of the Communi~=· t 

Chi.n<:1 {CPC) regarding the future i::1rld 

modernisation of the Chinese society. 

perception can be seen as a result of the struggle 

within the Party, the 'Two -line struggle · o·f te,lh:i.c h 

as arising from the power struggle between various 

groups within the CPC. The major ideologicial debates 

in the 1970's centred on the questions of modernisation 

of the Cultural Revolution <:ind 

continuation of its policies. The nature of the policy 

shifts which amounted to the complete reversal of the 

policies of the Cultural Revolution which was approved 

at the Third Plenum of the Eleventh Central Committee 

1n December 1978 had wide ramifications for the 

relationship between Chinese state and society. It is 



this context that the study of the political 

ideological conflicts of the 70's acquires significance. 

ideology of Marxism -Leninism and Maoism which has been 

the guidinmg light of the Chinese state and its leading 

organ the CPC. Another major reason prompting the study 

o·f' the ideological pcil.i t.ic,::d. conflict is the 

pervasive economic determinism which has characterised 

Marxist thought since the Second IntE'r·nat.ic:cnEtl. 

the discovery and publication ln 1952 of 

Ec:onomic and Philosophical 

by Hegelian ~~bjectivism~ the 

subjective side of Marxian theory was re-emphasised. 

Marxian scholars like Georg Lukas and Antonio Gramsci 

sought to broaden and extend the ideas of Marx. Various 

Neo-Marxian schools ranging from 'Hegelian Marxism· to 

'cr·.i.ti.C:<'.:il Etnd · s-tr·uc t.ur·;;~l 

to the rejuvenation of Marxian concepts. 

While major differences exist between 

schools there was a shift in focus from the 'base to 

the 'superstructure' reversing the traditional 1"1<:1 l'" ::-: .i. s:. t 

practice of studying the 'superstructure' in r--elEit.:'tDn 

to changes in the economic 'base . 



This does not mean that the economic 

that. .it. to t:.hr.-;-

in a d.iaJetici:i.l To 

<::\ t r·uc t:.u r-· ;::; 1 N.icos Poulant~as the study of 

society is composed of three major components- the 

~::. t.:i t.E.•. ideology and the economy. It can be seen that:. 

these theorists have re-interpreted Marx's 

dE>tf?l'··rn .in .i ~:; t. .:L c statements as partial 

within a broader dialectical system. The argument of 

that when Marx says, 

production of material life conditions the qeneral 

process of social, political and intellectual 

to vitally affect the mncle 

pn:H::!uc: t:i.on ~ 1n a way that removes 

dependence of the social superstructure on the economic 
1 

At a general level 

the d :i. i':i J. F:.•C tiC E; J. approach focuses on the 

totE~J..ity, as no partial aspect of social 

.i s:.o 1 d i:.f:'d phenomenon can be comprehended unless it 

.L CJt.Pc! G.9DJ.:J~..!.'!!.b~.~;u.::~Si,!:':..Y. ... 
. f.i!:2f::_;L<;,;:J .. g.f1.i.r;_s\l .. ___ ..::U.!.£~9.L:.::i ( Nr:>vJ Y c.<l' .. l··.: A l ·f r~Ff!<j 
Knopf,1988) pp-144 -145 



to the historical whole. This is true as much 

the Chinese society 

.in 

.: .1.. 
!, L 

h.i. ~==· 'On 

Cnntr·,':id .. i.ct:.ton' hE·1d tht::! \l:.\.r.:~~-·~ t.!···rc;1t, ''thf.:> ~·Jc,r-ld out.Jc,o!--:. 

of materialist dialectics holds that in order to 

the develnpment of a thing we should study 

it internally and in its relations with other th.i.ngs. 

In other wnrds, the development of things ::::.hould be 

seen as their internal and necessary self movem~nt, 

while each thing 1n its movement is inter related with 

and interacts on things around Contradictoriness 

t:.h.iniJ is the fundamental 

development, while its interactions and 

things are secondary causes. 

the pr·ociuc: t.i\1£:'! 

pr··oduc t.i.nn ,, the superstructure in 

~?. Nao Z E·donq ,, .;~}.e I.~"?..<; .. t,_~~:.!.L ___ ~:~f}.r.:l~ .. ~'--···f;~:L.._. ___ th~.fl.. .... -.Z-t?.!)D!:.!..9.~ 
.~_.:Q.L. ......... ::::: ___ _I ( F'ek .i.nq: FDi'"E?!.iiJn Li~nquag(-?~.f.. F'i'"t?sc.-::., 1'7'77) 
p. ~=::.:t:.:;; 

Ih.i.d,, p. '";l''";''! 
··~·l·-~\::i 



This can be seen as vaild for the Russian as well as 

within the Communist Party which had to be resolved by 

criticism unity-criticism' :\.<;::, 

consistent position adopted by Mao in 

liberation period, which has also been practiced in the 

mass movements ranging 

the Anti-Rightist Campaign .1.n l t:<. te 

50s,the Great Leap Forward of 1958 to 60 and the 

Cultural Revolution in the latterhalf of the 1960s 

Mao's emphasis on the 'two line struggle' 

the revisionist and the 

line, as can be seen in his criticism of 

Peng Dehuai resulting Trom Penq's criticism of the GLF 

regarding him efforts at the modernisatiom of 

army in the late 1950's and later Mao's criticism of 

Liu Shaoqi over economic development and modernisation 

c:u 1 m:i.nr.:; t.i.nr;i :i.n thF! Cu 1 t.\ .. tr· i:';}. F:e\lO 1 u t.:.\.on, <::1r·e pt:•i n tP1r·!::- .J •. ,.R 

LL.t 

thf:? thecwet.ic i'.\ J. 



To crune to an understanding of ideology in Chinese 

politics one has to ·start with the premises from which 

and Engels analysed the function of 

to Jorge Larrain this can be summarised .in 

the three principles put forward by Marx ( r:i ) 

historical materialism explains the formation of ideas 
~~ k-v... :-u,..( """~ Cic.5:S a...~ fey-, <'vl'o.t'-f .e (o>oct., f~A...t '~""''""cd ~(e,~~ 

from material practice; (b) the ideas; (c) conciousness 
1\." 

must be explained from the contradictions of material 

conditions .. critically analyses bc;.th 

materialism of Feuerbach and the idealism of Hegel to 

arrive at these conclusions. IdenJ.ogy' 

thus asserts his conviction that conciousness 1s 

not independent of material conc:l.i. t.ion~:. :• 

i':irld that conciousness is not a passive 

r-·ef 1 E:c: t ion n1d 

has been criticised as arguing 

against materialism in idealist fashion, and :i.dPi:.'l 1 ism 

Mac Millan press Ltd, 1983) p - 21. 

".':<. Ibid~ p -- 18 
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in materialist fashion, his concept of practice plays a 

role for understanding the formation of 

reality,itself should be concieved as practice,and in a 

capitalist society this entails a division of labour by 

which the material conditions and social in~.t.:i. t.ut.ion~''· 

.i.n practice acquires 

dominating the masses constituting an objective power. 

Cln the dther hand practice has another dimension by 

which it transforms social relations and places them 

under the concious control of individuals.Practice thus 

according to Marx has a double dimension. It reproduces 

material life within certain unquestioned 

relations, and its labour;it transforms social 

thus changing theconditions of labour, 

is revolutionary practice. 

For Marx as well as for Mao, the praxis of social 

conflict was necessary to overcome false conciousness 

and in distinguishing what is from what ought to be. 



T -... r ~ his correspondece with Mehring, Freclf.:.,r.i.ch 

Engels has emphasised the aspect of false conciousness 

to idf::?C•loqy, 

accomplished by the so called thinker conciously, it is 

true, but with a false conciousness. The real mot.i\l!::? 

force impelling him remains unknown to him, 
7 

the struggle of poJ.:iticcll 

also tries to bring reality and j_n 

conscious conjunction. As Gramsci phrased it~ ''Critical 

understanding of oneself, therefore,comes through the 

~::.t:rugg 1 e of pol.itic:c:~l ' hegemon i er:::.' of 

directions, first in the field of ethics~then of 

politics, culminating in a h1gher elaboration of ones s 

own conception of reality.The awareness of being 

Oi' d~:?ter-m.:i.nf:.~cl hf2gt:'£'mon.i.c (pol J. t.:ic:aJ 

conciousness) is the f.i.rst step towards a further and 

progressive self conciousness in which theory and 
El 

pi' .. .:~ct.ice ·fint:'llly unite.'' 

~? :: 1-t1t:: ;;:~ r- 1 t·1 a J·- >: p,~-~ cl f .. t-E~~j E~~··· .i c.: J·-~ Erl<:_l E' 1 !:3 , .f.~.§:J_§:.f.J~~J:}. 

J2f.l.LC.!:~?:}.PJ.;~DJ:~ en.!;J.~ ( 11o <:~c c•t.-J ~ P r .. og r· e !s •::. P u b 1 :i. ~::. her- ~:. , 

b • P1n t. on .i. c) 13 r- i:"'1 m ~::.c :i. ~ t:•! o t:!..f', .. rn ............. E'I .. :.J:.El.f:::_ ~=:: ..... b.r.l.fL ....... .P ... ths~: .. c ....... ~.L:tt .. t .. llil~-'L 
(London~ Lawrence And Wishart Ltd., 1957) p- 66 



The theme of class restoration emphasised by Mao 

thE .10th P 1 enum o·f the f:::~ighth centr;..:d. comm:L tte .i.n 

1962 was a result of the two line struggle, between the 

·revisionist'and the revloutionary line Mao was critical 

of Liu Shaoqi's 'Four Freedoms'-freedom to practice 

h :\.l'"f:? labour,buy and sell .. . 
1 arH."J i".lrid .in 

private enterprises-seeing in it the shift 

:i.deo l o~.r:l cd the Great Leap Forward 

c:,;,,rnpE:i.ign to the operational ideology of the Five-year 

plans in the latter half of the 60"s. Mao's first move 

away from the orthodoxy of the CPC had come about much 

in 1957 with the publication of 

~ ('"} -
Uff the correct handling of contrtadictions amcmg 

pt?ople. · Mao stated that the contradictions and class 

o.::.tr·uqqlF: st:i.l J <::=.oc: :.t i:"i 1 i s.m 

hE!r . .:~ld.i.n(;; the Great Leap Forward, v .i E·t-J:i. nq 

critically the resolution of the Eighth party congress 

of 1956 which claimed that class struggle had ended 

with the successful establishment of Public 

The Maoist philosophical code phrase for this renewed 

emphasis on class struggle was one divides into 

oppos.i t.ion) o·f' hts. 

opponents"- :i.n the party was 'two combine into one 
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un:.lty). During the Cultural Revolution, 

the latter perspective was condemned as revisionism. 

Mao was,since the time of the Great Leap Forward 

aware of the dangers posed by an entrenched Party and 

bureaucracy and stressed the element of opposition J.n 

the Marxist dialectic,thereby challenging the orthodoxy 

to which the Party had reverted. Mao's attack on Soviet 

revisionism is also a case in point of 

in which he concieved and applied Marxism to the post 

b1Pnd.ing :L t to 

realities,thus forging a unique Chinese path 

Mao's unorthodox J;.:,;d 

naturally to the forming of groups and factions within 

t.hP P,:-~~·- t.\' r..ind the debates that folowed centred on 

correctly interpreting Marxism-Leninism,and on China's 

modernisation and development. This struggle could be 

also be seen on issues which had no direct bearing to 

the i~nediate policies and programmes of the party,like 

the exchanges that took place during a conference on 

Confucianism convened by Chou Yang the head of the 

9. Chf:.?n Er·j in,, .h:lJ.:i..!I~l.~ .......... -.G.C.~l~U:':.....i::;:_o~~t~.::..._ii9S; .. ;Ls.<LJ.:.§.Ii!_,_ 
(London: Verso, 1984) p. 24. 
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Party propaganda in November,l962. the 

differences between Western and Chinese patterns of 

history Professor Liu Jie of Sun Vat Sen Universtiy 

c:ontF?ndf2d that Western history was characterised 

while Chinese history had 

the confucian notion of 

\Ken;- an ethical concept that mollified class struqqle 
10 

through social conciliation. 

As the theory put forward by Liu Jie emphasised 

and evolution rather than and 

revolution,it was seen as criticising the disruptions 

of the Great Leap Forward,and he was as a consequence 

in 1963 October. This was the 

in the continuing political process of China as can be 

seen in his renewed call for class struggle -· .1-l:.i ,_ 

order tn overthrow a regime we must first of all take 

l 0 • r·=· red F.:' ir' .1. c \fiL;:; k em 2\n ( ,J 1'- ) ~ II T ~'H'? u ~=.f.? Pin d Pd:Jt.l r,;:.c· 0 'f 
1d"·"'n] oqy Tr·· TrH'? St.ud·y Of Conte:mpor<~r-y Ch.in.1~" ,, 
.fJ~~~~~!.·i.~1~~tf~.tJ.~:~ j\J 0 • 61 :< f'1 E1 !'" C h .1. '.:;l 7 5 :< p ot ~) ;:, 

"' 



of the superstructure, the 
JJ. 

preparing public opinion. '' L :i_ k f.':'~·.< .i '"·t"-' V .:~ng H~:.:I. f.?f'i ChE>n f' 

Committee was a primary target of the 

rectification campaign, as his fornrula'Two could also 

combine into one was seen to espouse an evolutionary 
J:;:: 

theory 0~ the dialetic. 

While on the one hand,under the leadership of Liu 

Shaoqi China in the early 1960's looked t.l'if2 

Soviet model for modernisption and development,with the 

.i {j f.?{.) 1 f_)~} :i. c i?. 1 

intellectual discontent within the 'Three Red Banners· 

Line,the Great Leap Forward and 

People's Communes) 

the demand to impose stricter control 

intellectuals after the liberalisation of 

t.ht~ :i.nconc 1 u',;,.:i.\lP Rf:!C t .. i ·fl. c i?. t: .i. on C,?.mpi::<..i qn 

J964,combined with his criticism of Soviet Revisionism 

to the 

rationalisation of interest. Ideology in China in the 

pc·~::.t -- 1'"E•volutionai"··y· 

~;:.pee: :.\. f \' c: on tr· .::,d J c: t. i un 

:.\. l. Stu<:<t"\.. f3c l' .. ,r·;::,m ( cci) l:.l~E~.2 ... ef.iJJ.!"H:L_. __ L!!JI.:.f::.t.!S2•~L[ ... ;;x·cl_:, L..nndor·, 2 
Penguin Books, 1974) p - 195 

12. Frederic Wakeman (Jr), n. 10, p- 136 



between revloutionary aims or ultimate goals 

and the tactical methods necessary to attain them. The 

:i.clt-?.01 LiiJY E:if"!d 

practice in policy implementation; and according to Mao 

between mental and manual labour, state and society~ 

Party and the masses, cities and villages, peasant and 

worker, between agriculture and industry. The Socialist 

Education Campaign which got under way in 1962 was also 

a move towards capitalism 

countryside and was approved by the Party. 

which had got political~ed with the ouster of Peng 
" 

took on an active interest .in c iv:i.I.i.an 

under Lin Biao, actively propagating the spirit of the 

movement which was to counter modern revisionism. 

The campagin for the 'living study and living use 

of Mao Zedong thought' in which the army tun,ed out to 

be the major protagonist, in 1965-66 led to a deepening 

C:• ·f · c:u 1 t. cd' l'·kio · • .i.n 

civilian life at this poj.nt of time which according to 

Mao was complementing the Yenan n~del led to a close 

.in Biao and Mao,Later J.n 

February 1964, learn from the People's Liberation Army' 



led to cementing of the relation between Mao 

With the publication of the document~ 

Khrushchev's Phoney Communism and 

Soviet split became offcial and paved the way for the 

Chinese road to socialism. Ideologically, this document 

dr-·e. ftecl as an open letter tc• t.he Cr:-'!nt.,:,J. 

of the CPSU, warned against the growth of capj.talism 

e.nd a new strata of capitalists commited to .a policy of 

:i.ncent:i.\IP~:;,. h:i.gh pr·o··i' :its:; 2nc:! 
_:t:::;; 

:i.n the Soviet Union. The Soviet 

Communist Party was accused of becoming a bourgeois 

an argu~ment which Mao we.s to use against the 

C::omrm .. \c; .i.. ''''· t Ch:.i.na dui···:.Lng Cul t:.ur·<:il 

The Eleventh Plenum of 

Committee, in August 1966 was to formally inaugrate the 

Fe-.,;olut:i.on as a major mass movement~ 

the unprecedented radicalisation of 

Mao's theory of 'un:.\ntt:=.<i'··r·upt.£-?ci 

together with the theme of 

( .1 :~;~ ) B:i.:tl 

J ~:;~ ,_.; ~:-~ ··-· '? '~? -·-· .. -·-·-·-·-··--- London: Croom Helm, 1981) p - 44 
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contradictions'were the basic theoretical premises on 

which the movement was based. The Cultural 

Revolutionary Groups which were set up in the various 

cities along with the radicalised PLA under Lin 

Biao and the Red Guard brigades formed the social basis 

and the core of the movement. The movement from without 

directed against the entrenched Party and bureaucracy 

targeting the leaders and cadres taking the capitalist 

road, shattered the Party. Although the movement was 

directed from above by Mao, Lin Biao and the Cultural 

Revolutionary Group consisting of Jiang Oing, Zhang 

Chunqiao, Yao Wenyuan and Wane Hongwen,later termed the 

'Gang of Four' the success it achieved in demolishing 

the Party apparatus could partly be attributed to the 

alienation of the Party and the Chinese State from 

Society. 

As Mar>:ism,and specifically Maosim does not accept 

the rlichotomy between the State and society~ in China 

one can find an interpenetration of both blurring the 

lines. The structure of the Chinese Stats and that of 

the CPC following the hierarchical pyrammidical 

structure had penetrated deep into the society. This 
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organic character of the Party and also that of the 

State had been upheld prominently by the CPC. The 

theories of the 'Dictatorship of the Proletariat' and 

the vanguard role of the Communist Party in post-

revolutionary society had helped in buttressing this 

organic concept of the State. But as in Soviet Union, 

the dilemmas faced in the process of modernisation and 

development coupled with Party monopoly had led to an 

increasing bureaucratisation and regimentation of the 

Party. 

It was this process of alienation of the Party 

from the society, from the masses&, that was sought to 

be reversed by Mao,and which legitimises Maosim as an 

ideology in its own right. From the period of 

criticism of Krushchevian revisionism Mao has 

emphasised the theme of class struggle, the struggle 

between the revisionist and revolutionary line to 

overcome this State-Society dichotomy,which was held to 

be paradoxical in a post-revolutionary society. Mao's 

concept of contradiction existing socialist 

society permeates this vision. By mass participation 

and mass mobilisation in every aspect of nation building, 

which encompassed both the economy as well as the socio-
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political,ideological and juridical superstructure~ and 

which dates back to the early thirties PF: l'" :i... C.<d D f 

·four~!ht ·fur·· ;:,\n 

in :;.;cc: .i i:.'l1 :is t 

As in the earlier mass campa1gns, it 

was this vision of Mao, which impelled him to exhort 

the masses to rebel 

Party,in other words to 
14 

t.he 

But later close on the heals of launching the CR 

however, Factionalism within the Red Guards, c:cHiflictc:s 

between the army and these factions on the one hand and 

with the Party on the other, in due course, 9<:i\!f:? the 

movement an overall 

character culminating in a lc<t oi' vin1Pnt 

clashes j_n many cities, and set in 

deradicalisation. The transition to Communism which 

at the outset by Mao and 

.1.967~ Zhang Chunqiao and 

reportedly stated Mao's position regarding the Shanghai 

1 4 • J n E! n F:; o b .1. n s:.o n ~' Ih~~": ... .J:i,\.J..thl.C..s~.L_.E5~i..:t~.S:..l.Jd..tinD _____ I L) __ J2..t~.:i.D.iii.b 
(Great Britain: Penguin, 1969) p - 80 



ought to make a change and transform itself 

into a Revolutionary Committee or a City Committee or a 
:L ~:( 

C:.i.ty Pt::.·op.lf:::··~:; Comm:i.tt~:~e.'' 

For Mao the essence of revolutionary change was 

The post-Cultural Revolution period marks th<::: s:.h:i. ·ft. 

from the ideological dynamism of Mao to the much more 

pragmatic way in which the Party approached socialism. 

th<~ Cult.ur-·aJ. F:t::~vo J.u t i. on 

as a new source of identity for students and 

intellectuals who were alienated from the ancient 

traditions of the society as well as from the Chinese 

On the more negative side the Maoist 

became a new state religion resulting in 'the Dionysian 
:\_(_) 

15. Bill Brugger, n. 13, p. 83. 
16. Frederic Wakeman Jr, n.10~ p.130. 
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which came to be 

the Party and by Mao :Ln 

leftism signified an idealist faith in human capacity 

regardless of socio-economic constraints and the belief 

that one's own organisation possessed true virtue and 

revolutionary commitment. In the first half of 

70's, Lin Biao, Chen Boda and later the 'Gang of Four· 

were accused of 'ultra-leftism·, as China entered a new 

s~age in its modernisation strategy. 

While the Cultural Revolution apparently e~tended 

lrH? 1 1 

Cul tur,;:;}. Revolutionary Group, the army and 

forced to moderate its policies from 

largely urban movement, sidelined the peasantry which 

the bulk of Chinese population, had dissipated 

largely because of the absence of a central 

disruption of the economy ano the destruction of the 

Party apparatus. By the time of the 9th Party Congress 

Mao's opponents in the Party led by Liu Shaoqi had been 

dE~feo-:it.ed ~ and the role of the Party 1n the po1. :\. tic:C~J. 



process was re-emphasised. This brought the Party into 

conflict with the army who had been .l.n\!0}··/F~d .i.n 

backbone of Cultural Revolution and was instrumental in 

bringing the movement under control from the anarchy to 

which it had slipped. This was compounded by the fact 

that the Constitution of April 1969, gave considerable 

to the role of the military and nominated f . •. _.ln 

the Defense Minister, 

the First Plenum of 

Committee in 1969 April, Mao stressed the need to '' be 

prudent 1n restructuring the Party, 

against what he called 

Mao stressed that the rebuilt Party 

would constitute the vanguard of the Chinese Communist 

Mao's shift in emphasising civilian 

is reflected in the composition of 

the F.ir·st FlerH.im 

immediately after the Ninth Congress, which constituted 

of a number of groups. 

there was a group of Cultural 

activists headed by Chen Boda, Kang Sheng, Jiang Oing, 

.17. L.S. ·r;;:~o, "Pol.it:.ic:F.::. o·f Con·fl.i.c:t i.n thf? 1-·1,:-~:i.n L<i.ind 
Ch:Ln,::~ ~ ThP Lin f.:lj . .:,\o Pi·f·f,;":i.r··'',. L~~~::.uf22 .. <:;r·!..Q .. 
.fLt.i:-ld i_g,:_!;.~, '·)c l , ;: 1 , l\io , :,?. , F !:? b.~ 1 '-.17 6" pr::" 9'5··-·cl-b" 
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Zhang Chunqiao,Yao Wenyuan,Wang Hongwen and Ji Dengkui. 

A second group consisted of d number of senior Party 

members concerned with Public security work such as Xie 

Fuzhi and Wang Dongxing. A third group consisted of 

central military leadership under Lin Biao, 

Huan Yongsheng, Wu Faxian, Li Zuopeng and Qiu Huizuo. 

were the representatives of the 

military commanders who had been engageo 1n restoring 

order, Xu Shiyu, Chen Xilian and Li Desheng. 

a fifth group of senior administrators of state council 

1-" '\II ' I I ' 

t:.f"i.I.C:'I:.l E:'lf"lO L.J. 

came a grcrup of former marshalls of the PLA consisting 
J.B 

of the new Central Committee hadheld a military rank, 

there was a definite attempt at curbing the influence 

of the army the tremendous power enjoyed by Lin Biao 

and the military apparatus came under 

both by Mao and the Party, 

reconstruction of the Party began in earnest. The 

conflict between the army and the Party became the 

major issue in 1970 that Mao was to call it the tenth 

major crisis in the fifty year history of the Chinese 

18. Bill Brugger, 
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Communist Party. The crisis centered on the person of 

Lin Biao, who first came under serious criticism at the 

Second Plenum of the Ninth Central Committe in August 

1970 and who finally died after an alleged coup attempt 
19 

in September 1971. 

The events which led to Mao Lin Biao 

confrontati.on reflected both a power issue with 

regards to the question of which institution 

the Party or the Army should dominate China's 

political structure; and a policy issue of 

whether radicalism, which had characterised the 

Cultural Revolution should remain or be moderated. The 

'Flying Leap' of 1968, modelled on the earlier 'Great 

Leap was brought to an end at the Second Plenum in 

1970, and can be said to have started the process of 
20 

deradicalisation. Mao eliminated the post of 

Chairman of the State from the draf~ of the new 

Constitution -~ Ul the PRC, which resulted antagonising 

Lin Biao who was widely perceived as Mao's successor. 

19. Ibid. p. 143 
20. Ibid, p. 120 



By an increased involvement of army during the 'Flying 

Leap' in 'Open Party building·; in building urban 

communes according to the model of the Daqing oilfield 

fusinq together units of agricultural production, 

education and administration; in socialist education; 

Lin Biao attempted to further increase his 
21 

own 

political authority. At the Second Plenum, Chen Boda 

and his collegues of the Central Cultural Revolution 

Group were denounced for 'ultra-leftism, of which later 

Lin Biao himself was accused. Lin Biao's support for 

the excess of the Cultural Revolution and later the 

'Flying Leap', his theory of the 'ideology of 

individual genius· coupled with his scarce regard for the 

organisational discipline of the Party led to him being 
23 

labelled as 'ultra-leftist'. 

During this period, Mao's ideology had taken a 

practical turn with the rebuilding of the Party, and a 

return to civilian Party rule becoming the major 

concern. The army also came under attack, as a 

·-------------------------------------------------·----------------1 

21. Ibid, pp. 127 - 128 
22. Ibid, p. 144. 
23. Ibid, pp. 144-145. 



thought on Party building. with special stress laid on 

'Article Five' of the Party constitution, which was the 

one that stipulated civilian Party leadership over the 
~?·.:f 

There was also attack on army's arrogance and 

c:nmpJ. EICt:?ncy ~~ and the soldiers were urged to engage in 

self criticism and correct their erroneous working 

The army was charged with not being entirely 

correct in understanding Mao's thought on 

of theory with practice' and that politics was given 

too much prominence as against Lin Biao's central 

thrust of putting 'politics in command. 

'Talks on the Lin Biao affair' 1n 1971, :i.ns.i<:;:.ted 

.L, L . ... . L. 
{..S f;::<.t. !i 

learn from Dazhai~ let the people of the whole country 

learn from the PLA, this is incomplete, we should add, 

'Let the PLA learn from the people of the whole 

The process of Party rebuilding was 

speeded up to counter the threat of the army. 

-{ ··-t> 

.l. / ~ f.:' It 

25. Bill Brugger n. 13, p.147 
26. Ibid, p. 148 



The death of Lin Biao in September JC("/l 

renewed drive for stability in the Chj.nese society, 

which gave momentum to the process of deradicalisation 

started at the Second Plenum. As the Fourth Five Year 

Plan was to go into effect in 1971, the major concern 

now was to increase production at all 

. inc 1 t.tc! c:cJ the prospect of private activities . 

but steadly there began a slow decline of revolutionary 

and communist goals. This deradicalisation can also be 

seen as a conservative reaction against revolutionary 

radicalism which marks the death of 

spirit, and 1n the case of a socialist revolution marks 

termination of any real striving for socialist goals. 

Planning and Central guidance were deemed 

necessity for stabilising the economy. 

of rural craft industries, private plots and market saw 

the countryside drifting pet t·y' 

Ci::ip:i. t.a J .i s:;m' • 

There was greater economy at pt-o\;inc:iBl 

the decentralisation of decision making 

::?7" F'e b:?r· !::'" Chr.-:>r·1g ( E~d ) , Np rJ: .i_!::.t!l. __ ~.Qc! t::_!~E:t.t.!E.\J_:i:..2i!.L._lJJ .. _.JJ:J5d. 
.f:J:t\~.: (Nf?!,J Vor-k~ Uni\lE<r-~ .. ity· Pr-·er,;c_::. i::>.·f {~mer.iCd 3 .1.9BB) p, :-::?.4 
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tendencies under planning. 

local industries was renewed as a consequence 

nr,;.=, 1 oo. :i_n ·:.1 ··- ·-· .... ~· 

production, in 1970, led to a stress on sound econom1c 

'increase production and 

practice economy was interpreted quite strictly. 

on 

electrification,mechanisation C C< ll PC t i \! .:\. SF:d 

private property of the peasants were handed 

This economic necessities as well as the political need 

for stability forced the Party, inspite of differences 

~'J:i. t.h:i.n ,, .in 197l\ to promc•t.F: 

Both in industry and agriculture, in the 1970-72 

period there was a general retreat from the policies of 

In late 1972 the lin Biao 

incident was made public, recategorising Lin as an 

'ultra-rightist', with a call to continue the struggle 

against revisionism. The 1973-76 period once again saw 

the radicalisation of Chinese politics instigated h\/ 
- I 

the 'Gang of Four.· 



The Tenth National Congress of the CPC, convPned 

in 1973, set the stage for a new confrontation, between 

the 'Gang of Four' who favoured the continuation of 

Cu. 1 t u r "'' l Revolutionary policies with prominence given 

of 

representatives within the Party hierarchy who wanted 

favoured the strengthening of the Party leadership and 

to stabilise the State structure. During this period 

Zhou Enlai was also able to rehabilitate members who 

were criticised during the Cultural l ik£-:~ 

Deng Xiaoping who once had been branded as 'the Number 

Two Person in Authority tak1ng the Capitalist Road'. 

Wang Hongwen, one of the 'Gang of Four' was elected the 

Vice-Chairman of Party and became the spokesman of 

radicalism. The confrontation between 

two lines came out in the open during the 'campaign to 

criticise Lin Biao and Confucius.· 

debates on Confucius of the early 1960's turned on the 

evaluation of the Great Leap Forward, so the debate of 

the evaluation of CuJtu!'"·c:~.l. 

One can also find in the anti-Confucius 

28. Bill Brugger 5 n. 13, p. 173 



a similarity to the 'Socialist Education 

of 1963-66, as both were opposed to the old 

ways of thought. 

In the 1973-74 period, the movement 

l .... :i.n Pi ,:~o · <::. 

between ccmsciousness and matter and between 

Marx and Engels have time and c:tg<.1.1.n 

and idealism as 'an 

consciousness and a philosphy which'turns every thing 

Similarly the workers at the Peking 

Art Handicarfts Plant concluded after analysing the 

i-lpn]-··,-1,. c··-" 1 .. '-·r··f·tcfi,·tr.;. "·rr·! 't ·'.-, .... t ...... •·· . L! '=. f .. · i ~·t. .. • I 1.. . f;_J:: L -·· '·' I'·' ..... t > • .B.i . .::iC< that.~ 

tnJ1 y a faithfulY disciple of Confucius and 

reactionary world outlook was rooted J .. r·, Confu.c: iu~::.' 

reactionary ideology. Confucius was a spokesman of the 

declining slave owning aristocracy more 

thousand years ago, and Lin Biao was an agent o·f the 

landlord class and the bourgeoisie in contemporary 

Though they both lived in different eras~ bc3th 

represented moribund reactionary classes and both tried 
:3(> 

!···!~: .. in Ft.:;.nq ~ 
I det:tl i :::.m", 
1974 ~ p. ;::, 
"DE·Ppf.::-n.ir·:g 

"C1···it.1.c:i .. 5.:.i .. n(] L.in 8.i.i:.<.o • !:'k EJour-<.JF:-o.iF..: 

····--·····-···--·-·Btti::i et:::' . .:r.... \l 0 l • 1 7 !< I\! D n 4 , cJ d n ';? ~::. , 

Criticism of Lin Bi8o through 
n:.·~puc!.i.c:it.ing Con·fuciu~::." ,, 
No.5, Feb. 1, 1974, p.l 



unified China in third Century B.C., who ruthlessly put 

was a Confucian, and was assisted 

who upheld the rule of l EII-I and 
31 

p!'-OfliOtec! 

modernisation and economic development. 

as the Qin Emperor and Lin Biao was the Confucian 

in this typical Chinese and unique method of 

ln political polemics, of 'pointing at thF:?: 

mulberry to criticise the ash' and of relating current 

The theme of class restoration had appeared much 

earlier in June 1969, when Shih Fan Hsiu had pub l.i !::h~?d 

article on Confucians and class struggle in 

The:- thernE~ oi' Confucians against 

Legalist came together with the intense r.:in ti ·-··L. in 

By early 1974, the two campaigns had 

extended to cover some of the key figures in Chinese 

:i.ntE: 11 !'?C tu.:>. :t indirectly separated the 

conservative majority from the dissenting minority for 

-.-r.""') 

.,_'; . .::." 

Bill Brugger, n. 13, p. 175 
Wi::;nlJ Gunq1-Ju, "~Iu::-;tar.:<os=.:i.r-tg p,:.:~~~t. cine! 
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33 
the whole length of Chinese history Suddenly, it 

wasno longer merely a political campaign to clean up 

Lin Biao's supporters nor to criticise current power 

holders, nor to advocate centralised power against 

strong provincial authorities, nor to discourage the 

return of the old cadres criticised during Cultural 

Revolution, nor even merely to affirm the results of 
34 

the Cultural Revolution The joint campaign began to 

take proportions of the second C.R. The movement had 

penetrated deeply into every school, university, 

factory, commune and the army. Along with the general 

arousal of revolutionary zeal there was also an attempt 

to transform the accepted views of Chinese past by 

instilling a more integrated Sino-Marxist 

interpretation of history. 

The campaign demonstrated that major ideological 

and policy differences existed within the CPC. It 

raised questions regarding the relationship between the 

Party and the masses, between consolidating the 

socialist material base and continicrusly transforming 

the Socialist relations of production, between the 

33. Ibid, p. 21 
34. Ibid. 
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Dictatorship of the Proletariat and Socialist 

den~cracy. At the lOth Party Congress in August 1973~ 

three general views on socialist transition were put 

forward. These were the notions of 'continuous 

revolution' which was formulated by Mao in the mid 

1960's and defended by the 'Gang of Four in 1973-76, 

Mao's earlier notion of 'uninterrupted revolution· 

which was reformulated by Hua Guofeng in 1977-78, and 

finally the early 1960's notion of the 'Advanced 

Socialist System', whereby rural mechanisation, 

au~onomy of State Corporations, wage reforms and 

partial development of the markets were emphasised, was 

to become a salient features of Chinese economy once 
35 

again in 1979. The most prominent interpreters of 

Mao Zedong Thought among the 'Gang of Four· were Zhang 

Chunqiao and Yao Wenyuan. According to them class 

struggle was to continue throughout the period of 

Socialist transition. This was in accordance with 

Mao's theory of 'Continuous Revolution' developed on 

the eve of the Cultural Revolution. The class struggle 

was a consequence of the Chinese historical process and 

reflected within the Communist Party as a conflict 

35. Bill Brugger~ n. 13, p. 20 



between opposing ideological and policy positions. The 

movement to criticise Confucius and Lin Biao, to study 

the theory of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat, and 

to criticise 'Water Margin' (a revived Chinese classic) 

after the lOth party Congress, were aimed at wj.ping out 

the remnant influence of Liu Shaoqi and Lin Biao and 

were used as a line to support Mao's theory of 

'Continuous Revolution' 'Struggle between 

The moderates or the Hua Guofeng 

concept which has gained currency in 

Chinese politics in the light of ::::. t. f"ugq l E.:·<::=. 

~·Ji. th:i.n the politburo and Party over matters of policy 

concerning China's developmental 

the theory of 'uninterrupted revolution' whereby social 

contradictions are progressively resolved. Pst ti"';f:? lOth 

Party Congress while both Premier Zhou Enlai and 

Vice Chairman Wang Hongwen to 

continue the revolution under the 'Dictatorship of the 

Proletariat', the implications seemed different as Zhou 

favoured unity and •:::.tc~b.i.1.i t·'/:; 

~~.,.~~\;: L.i ·r:i.f~r-~· .. ··t~1.if"i:-: uc::cJfBfHLtn.i!::.t. C~f'1.i..s-t~:i {)·ftf?jt• Zff{)~J t::nJ.~~ii'~, 

IJij.~~~b.~J;:.?.~ ..... "~~~I:u;;L.");.Lt.h~ c:! J .. ~l~~:.., \i f:t 1 u :? ~r? , t··J Ct N :·:~ :. F' t:::· !::) , 1 c? ·7 \!1 , 

Pr) 1: t..-,.-·-·-·? It 



Honqwen on the otherhsnd stressed deepening the class 

s::. t. r .. t.\ CJ q 1 F:! • 

'revolutionary line' from the 'revisionist line'. Zhou 

three elements of 

above board and don't intrigue ano conspire; 

implied that conspiratorial activities could be carried 
.. ,!. ···r 
·~·\ .: 

to promote the 'revolutionary line'. 

'revisionist' policy or directive. 

analogy and the play with the Chinese 

past were made use of to express the ideological 

The campaign against Lin Biao 

Confucius took on a new meaning. Thus when Li.n Biao 

was criticised for his desire to 'restore Capitalism' 

the actual targets of attack were Zhou Enlai and Deng 

·fot··· 

undermining stability or sabotaging pn.:<duc t:ion ~ i.:hf:?! 

target was obviously the 'Gang of Four 

a new peak, when at the 4th National 

People's Congress convened in Beijing from January 13 

E!:.\. 11 :t:::!;" 
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to 17, 1975, Zhou Enlai, in his report on the work of 

the Government proclaimed a new policy for the country, 

"In this century we must accomplish the all out 

modernisation of agriculture, industry national defence 

and science and tec~1ology so that our country's 

economy proceeds into the front row of 

This programme came to be widely 

'Four Modernisations', 

supported it~ including people like Deng Xiaoping, came 

to be called the 'modernisers' 

During the 1970's as Mao slowly stepped away from 

limelight followinq the deb.:"'lc 1 f:? 

Fe\tolution it was the 'Gang of Four' 

authority on his behalf. 

modernisation, it was in the practice of these policies 

that major differences arose. Tht:-::- Df.-'•nq.is:.t: -r i::<.c: t. :.\. c)n 

the lines of Five Year plans of 1953 and The 

'Gano' held the view that during socialist transition 

::~;EJ • ,J u ;· .. <J r=.>n Dom<'? "-'· ,, l.b .. f:L ... P.£v' t.L ... JiiEl! .. :L.F~g_J .... L.tjJ;.2._ ... i}f_ .. J::.lJ£L ........ r~es.~~ , 
(London; Westview Press, 1985) p. 126. 

;:~;(:·;'. I b.i. c:l •. 



the development of productive forces only had meaning 

if the relations of production were also transformed, 

it was necessary 

line'to exercise dictatorship over 
.i:j.() 

~ .. :~ tc.~ 

Dictatorship of the Proletariat' was also mooted by the 

B.i.Do·· •;::. 

The two key articles that 

view on modernisation during 

··· .. 1J'"!' r· .. ;r ,,r '-r '··. ll:lf .• J 

th£·? L. in 

Chunq i. ao' ~: 

Exercising All Round Dictatorship over the 

Bourgeoisie''. The 'Gang' argued that the system of 

ownersnlp, the nature of the distribution of the social 

product and relations between people in the process ot 

had to be transformed in such a ~ay as to 

generate class struggle while keepins 

'three major differences' 

town and count~y, worker and 
4.1. 

:1.n m:i.ticl the 

Mao in the meanwhile send a directive arguing that 

in 

40 Bill Brugger, n.13, p. 24 



wage system in 

~:.oc:i.e:·t.y · . He also called for a campaign 

\r,ihD 

later become Mao's heir apparent, .i.n 

the main j_deological preoccupatiions of 

'Gang of Four'. thc.:'lt. 

economic programme reflected the very essence of Maoist 

t.houqht, like self-reliance 1n 

modernisation of the army in the tradition 

C<T decentralisation of decision 

thE~ es.tabl j_~.hmf1nt. 

committees in production, sending educated youth to the 

Deng's programme for modernisation on the· 

other hand was ~Jch more pragmatic, and the 

imp 1 emPn t.:1 t i c:'n of Ct··~· 

Industrial regularisation, responsibility system in the 

various sectors of the economy, wage differentials, 

strengthening of vertical controls, the de-emphasis on 

political activity and importation of technology. 



came to be increasingly considered 

the Party, forcing him to call hi~; 

only 

not r··e\iO J. u t..i on,, net 

Upon hearing others talk 

i3.rid pu!::~-h:i.ng 

they simply label them 'practinners of t.hE 

-3nd thu~:; 

Deny's counter attack was referred 

'the right deviat.ionist wind to reverse previously 

correct verdicts'. Hua Guofeng who was the other major 

for poWEr had taken a moderate position in 

this debate with regards to both the 'Gang· the 

He recognised the importance of class 

but contended that contradictions existed 

people and were not antagonistic. The 

1976 was to prove decisive in China's political 

The death of Zhou Enlai 

by a spontaneous mass movement paying 

to the departed leader at Tiananmen. 
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took it as a show of protest as the movement erupted 

into violence, and Deng was found to be the chief 

instigator and subsequently dismissed. Hua Guopfeng 

was elevated as the first Vice-Chairman of the Party. 

Mao's death in September 1976, was closely followed by 

the arrest of the 'Gang of Four in October. 

While the factional struggle within the Party 

continued, 1976 brought a definite end to the political 

turmoil which had begun with the Cultural Revolution 

and assured in the post Mao era ascendance of the 'Four 

Modernisations' which will be dealt with in the second 

Chapter. 

Maoism was distinguished by its attempt, 

ultimately unsuccessful, to reconcile the means of 

modern economic development with the ends of socialism, 

a historically unique effort to keep the socialist 

values and institutions of the revolution from being 

overwhelmed ~ .. uy the imperatives of modern 
43 

industrialism. Maoism did offer a powerful 

resistance ~o the bureaucratic institionalisation of 

the post-revolutionary order The failures of Maoism 

-------------------------------------------------------------1 
43. Peter P. Cheng, n. 27, p. 27. 
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at the end opened the way for forces of 

deradicalisation. The failure of the 'Gang· was a 

result of their isolation from the rest of the Party 

and the masses, lack of an organisational mechanism and 

also because they failed to follow the cardinal 

principle of 'unite with the majority' pioneered by 

Mao. the period of mass mobilisations witnessed 

during the Maoist period came to an end, the Chinese 

society afflicted with contradictions geared up for a 

new kind of spontaneous mass movements, like the 

gathering witnessed after the death of Zhou Enlai. 

These movements, instead of being guided by the Party, 

had emerged from the masses and have since developed in 

the direction of what has been termed the 'democracy 

movement'. Since its emergence, these movements have 

constituted a significant threat to the monopoly of the 

Chinese State and its guiding light, the CPC. This 

would be the subject of the next chapter in this study 

of the State-Society relationship in Post Mao China. 



.,: .. 

This chapter would attempt to study the process of 

rnc::.dt.:·!···n :i. :::: E1 t. :.i.on !' officially endorsed i.n 

undertake the study of it's impact on Chinese society. The 

National Defence and Science and 

Tee: hno 1 DfJ\', has been a matter of debate and controversy in 

Chinese politics. As noted earlier, while the programme for 

moderni~ation was endorsed by the different factions within 

and Politbureau, it was in the method 

accomplishment of the various factions 

differed,and which 1n the final analysis led to the downfall 

of the 'Gang of Four'. 

The policies which were ultimately endorsed by the 

Party beginning with the Third Plenum of 1978 was a radical 

departure from the policies of the Cultural Revolution which 
th 

was offically terminated at the 11 Party Congress :i.n 

August 1977, and marked the end of the Maoist period and the 

a new era. The conflicts over modernization 

policies continued into the 1980's, between the more radical 

reformers and the moderate ones, leading to the resignation 

of Hua Guofeng, Mao's successor, in 1982. The dynamic growth 

of the Chinese economy from 1978 onwards as a result of 

parallels the phenomenon of political 

and which crops up periodically, dr.=.•mi::c.r·,dinf;,J more 



dnd 

which questioned the very b F.l ~:. :i. !::;. C< "f t.he 

Chinese polity and continuing monopoly of thP Cornmun.i..':::.t 

Party of China, can be seen partially as a reaction ~o the 

the new social forces and classes as the 

process of modernization gathered momentum. 

these new Torces were seen by the Party as a 

necessary component of the developmental strategy. 

The protests of 1976, and later thE:: 

of 1978, smoothened DPng Xiaoping's ascend to power, 

while at the same time smothered whatever oppposition 

remained within the Party aganist modernization. 

de-ideologisation of pc:• 1 it. i.e s=. 

proceeded along with the reforms in the economy creating a 

atmosphere in the Chinese society and garnering 

r::.uppor·t:. from the various sections of the populace for the 

modernization drive. The reforms thus enjoyed 

.ln 

~ 
dr·.:i.\iE·, but .::1:::. thE.> n::d'onw;::. pn:::<CJ!·~~:.•::.f.·?cl, the·/ ·f <';i. Jed 

to reconcile the state society dichotomy and engendered 

serious conflicts ln 1980's further alienating the Chinese 

state from the society. This chapter is devoted 

nature of reforms of 1978, which was to effect the 

Chinese economy primarily, but in due course unleashed 

force and groups which gained relative autonomy and 

posited a challenge to the Chinese state. 



From 1975 the drive for modernization through to 

the 1980's covers three stages- thelearn from Dazhai and 

Cui tur·.:::~J. 

Revolution decade,the 'Four Modernization of 1978~ and the 

more radical reforms proposed in 1986. These programmes were 

by retrenchment resulting 

social unrest, and a demand for greater autonomy as witnessed 

in democracy movements, which paved the way for the 

and corruption,and also to mould a 

~::. pi ( .. i t. L\ i:?: J. c i v .i l :L z i':i t :i. on ·· . F o 1 i t. j, c c:'t 1 1 y tht:? 

programme was an explicit repudiation of 

policies based on taking class struggle as the key 1 ink., 

Deng Xiaoping emerged as the supreme leader and 

of the modernization program, increasingly 

d .i. s=.p 1 r.:1c i. ng the utopianism of Mao by a much more pragmatic 

approach.In his speech at the closing session of the Central 

Working Committee in December 

'seek truth from facts as the basis of 

proletari-an world outlook and the i-deological bc:\s:.i •::.. of 

proceed from reality 1n everything and integrate theory with 

practice, to carry out our socialist modernization programme 



:t 
!:::. ff:{)f:! t iH·~} ./ 11 

:: approach to the 

reform and set the tone for the moderniztion 

·f C:•r- po 1 .i. t . .i c c.1l 

underlined,coupled with the criticism of the 'Gang of Four'. 

ln this context Zhang Chunqiao's article of _1C(7~_:, :< 

which sought to renew the attack on bourgeois remnants in 

society spoke of restricting bourgeois rights,curbing the 

remaining elements of privilege and inequality of income and 

opportunity,came under severe attack in the Chinese press. 

lt was criticised for confusing contradictions between the 

people and the enemy with contradictions among the people 

and hence distorting the concept of the dictatorship of the 

people so that they may carry on peaceful labour and build 

our Country into a socialist state with modern 

modern agriculture, 

According to Mark Selden the article was also critcised for 

to once work' thus ignoring Marx's stricture that; individual 

( 1. ) D E·n q i: i ;:~ c• Pi n q ~ tLt;t.l.§:s;J;E:rL .. N.QX:.!:~.E2 .•. _~;:f:....Jl.q,DJd ..... 2LU~:~s;~.r;:,i r·, 9. .. ~-
(Peking: Foreign Language Press, 1983) p.154 

( 2 ) !"'! ,?, l'" k 3 t:> 1 d p n ( pd N ! I.!:l.1~~ ...... f.l3.G ...... .:::::,_f:l ... J2<:;~~-~=~E!£=.-:!::·; .. t.i.::::.c .. Y ........... t:L\.~2:.!S~.t:.:Y.: 
-~~f.._f.IY~:~l . .r;:.lJ:.:~:t .. L.~:-7~.~:L;~.r.::.z ... _~[l2~~~I:! .. 9 . .f~ .. ~. 
(New York: Meview Press,1979) p.652 

C:S) Ib.i.cl. 



right can never be higher than the economic structure of the 

Society and its cultural development conditioned thereby'; 

ignoring the decisive differenceces between 

right which rests on exploitation under capitalism,and its 

remaining manifestations under socialism, which serve the 

interest of adjusting relations among State, collective and 

individuals and between workers and peasants; ·f .in"-~ 11 y 

put t.incJ revolution against production 

pc:< J .i t .l. c c.~ J struggle to dictatorial extremes of violence 
4 

t""f:'<:''· t c-..r· i:'; t :i. on · 

of Deng's programme of modernisation 

the three documents drafted 

and labelled by the 

the 

"The Outl.inF~ !Tf 

by the St2tt.~ 

tt-iF:?! ~)L(ffJfHd.f~·:l 
c:: 
\,} 

Report on the work of the Chinese Ac2demy of Sciences''. The 

socialist development undertaken ~ ... ,' ! ... l 

reorganised CPC he2ded by Deng was based on market oriented 

principles and instituticms which represented a return to a 

{.L}.) Ib.1.C1a 
( ~~-~ ) J L\ r· g E' r-~ f.) Cc rn f.~ ==~· :; 

1 
' "r }·-} e ~2-L=.::~~ .. :t. __ {:).!:!_f::!.. .. _I::~~::J . .i .tJ:..f.~2.. ... J~~f. ___ ]Jl~~:._ .... F.:.f:;I~~-···-· .. m·· ......... 

(London: Westview Press,1985) p.128 



form of Marxist - Leninst orthodoxy. An article published by 

"The immediate 

leadership in support of the reforms, 

proletariat has successfully seized power and completed the 

task ot expropriating the expropriators what necessarily 

is the fundamental task C i'"f."3EI t .i ng 

a social system superior to capitalism which means ra1s1ng 

the productivity of labour in this connection, 

better organisation of forming the core and the 
{~ 

defence of modernisation in Leinist terms by the Party. This 

can be seen as the result of Party's desire to justify in 

terms of Marxism Leinism,their continued monopoly of 

political power and in developing new ideological premises 

its Post-Mao Political agenda. This legitimacy was 

butterssed with Mao's three directives - ''the directive on 

studying the theory of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat, 

a directive on promoting stability and unity~ 
-·r 
,i 

Thus a selective reading of Maoist theories helped 

l<2q .it imi •::.ing the party's rule and 1ts modernisation 

drive. The chinese economy in the meanwhile progressed along 

the..:; lines of the 'three State Council Documents' 

( ,<:, ) c h <:it- J E· ~:. Bu 1·· ton , F f:.~l.i.:t.;L~:,_tj,L.J~ns.L.f~lf!.EA .. ~~.l.-...... hJJ~rl~.-· in 
s;~.t:! .. ~,.n.£1 __ , __ !2, i. l~l~:,_\:::._J,.9..ZfL. ( c 0 n n ec t .i c u t. ~ G r· t2 f.7:n ~~~ood p !'" E· !::. 5 

Inc., .1.990) p.:~:: 

(7) Mark Selden, n.2, p. 663 



the guid4nce of Deng. the 

development of productive forces was given 

that of revolution and class struggle which characterised 

the Maoist period. Modernisation was to be achieved with an 

increasing reliance on foreign technology and capital, and 

also by placing greater emphasis on exports and deficit 

financing. The issues debated during this period encompassed 

not~ just the critical issues in theory but also of policy 

priorities which was to have a profound effect .1n ChinE!' s 

future like the nature and financing of foreign 

the allocation of resources between city and countrysides 

i.ndu ~-::. t.r-·'/ the utilisation of n i:<. t. u. r-· <B. l 

domestic or export use and .in 

proportions; wage and income levels in city and countryside; 

the role of intellectuals and technical personnel 

developmental process. 

The new programme was drawn and 

{f "'1 'Y. • . ., 
::."Sf?: f· i:t>~ .1. ~~- T. ~- r~ :1. r .1 'f.. 

1\ 
t:.r·ut.h 

.i.n 

facts. According to the former director of the Institute of 

Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong thought, Su Shaozhi, the new 

a doctrine but a movement; it proceeds not from principles 

hut this fo~mulation .".\.5 

9 
the .. t "pr-i."'lcttce .1.•:::. the ~~:.ole ct~.itE·r:.tc<n cf tnxth"., T!v,• Ch.inesr::: 

(8 Ibid, p. 653 
(9 Charles Burton No. 6~ p.3 



leadership sought to adapt Mao's thought to the new CPC 

programme of econom~c modernisation, a reinterpretation 

which amounts to repudiation ano ritualisation of Maoist 

ideology in the modernisation era. 

Marxism was increasingly interpreted as a science 

for practical political measures rather than 

to the rising of prrnjuctivity promoting 

development of productive forces; all that 1s of benefit to 

the consolidation of the socialist economic base; of benefit 

to strengthening and consolidating the dictatorship of the 

of benefit to socialisms vanquishing 

to pushing forward the cause of 

with the benefit of the masses of the labouring peoples; of 

benefit to the improvement of the life of the people, to 

the peoples standard living; policies and measures 

that are welcomed oy the masses of the people are good 
.1.0 

t.hinq~;: .. Thf2Y an,? COirTE":'C t. vie mu<;:.t uphold thf.c:m". 

1982 at the Twelth National Congress of the Communist Party 

must unite the universal truth of Marxism with the concrete 

Cited in~ As quoted by Ai2hong and Li Huan ( ec! ) " 
i1l-:i!i1.!12!.:§:.L~L._S.Lf._ .... .t:.t:t:':'~.-F' hj~_q_~-C:'J:?:.i::!.:i.J~: .. ::'d:-. .. ELqJ:c 3 •. ~:§:.f!.l.~2 ..... J? .. ~L::u;J.,Lc""· ~=-=-~~· d 
~:::,~,_fJ .. t:~.g ___ ..•. :t..t:.~~---·E~.3:§· ts b 1"""'1.:.. ~:. t!frle.n t_g.J-:..... . ..:!:JJ.§E. ... _.s:..t~! .. :t~:L,. I b :i .. d , 
pp" 4·····~5 



of China, proceed along our on path, 

:Ll 
'Socialism with 

~·· J:. Ul "thn::·!t:.:> h."i.qh 

h:i .. Gh of material civilisation; in politics, h:i.i]h 

level of Socialist democracy; and in ideology and culture, 
l ~~;? 

·::::.p.i. r· i. tu.:~ 1 

Which was defined as both the means to and 

s=..oc i. c:<.l .i ::::. t. m;::1 tel'" J 21 l C.i.\l.i.l iS-i-3tiC.in :: ~;p:i.r·.itual 

CU 1 tU!'"i..i l knowledge based on ever-increasing i .. d f::~o l oq i. c a 1 , 

J:~; t:::th.i.c:;;:l1, E1nd poJ .:i. t.:'tc:Et.l 

dev:tsed to counteract the negative effect of the process of 

Socialist construction. 

The concept of socia1ist spJritual 

has oeen included in both the State and Party constitutions as 

c: n .. \c .i. '"' l 

for the development of a socialist economy, 

and also from preventing China from taking 

The Party's approach to ideology J..n 

reflects a pragmatism divorced Trom the earlier 

Maoist principles and was made to facilitate the process of 

modenisation of the economy. 

i 1 
-···-'· 

.1. .. 2 
1:::; 

Deng Xiaoping, n.l, p.395 
Charles Burton, n.6, p.22 
lb:i.ci,, p.2~:~; 



For the party the priority since 1978, lay clearly 

the faster and quicker development of 

it was in the realm of economy that radical 

changes were initiated. The shift in the economic pc::. J .i c: i. c-::·:::. 

:Ln the decade after 1978, has witnessed the unprecedented 

the Chinese economy amounting 

I t::s. :i.mpact on t.hF: Chiner::.f:? 

multifarious results and has affected the very 

is composed. Within the Party the modernisation 

program gave r1se to a series of conflicts, beth 

range and scope and in its compatibility with the official 

iclPc•loqy. The reform coalition within thP Party was split 

the more moderates comprising .... .c 
\.3 { 

planner Li Xiannian and economist Chen Yun, Hu Qiaomu and 

Deng Liqum and the radicals like Hu Yaobang, Zhao Ziyang and 

pns:.i tion ~ ... ,_:!. th.ir·, 

rather ambiguous, radical and moderate at times, and in his 

continued ~3pport for economic reform, 5.n 

radical approach. Deng's conservatism regarding politics can 

in his speeh nf 1979, made immediately after 

government crack down on the 'Democracy Wall' i-.:\C t i. \.' :i. ~==· t :3 9 

where ne underlined the importance of upholding the 

Pr-.inc:i.r•le~::.·· ,, ''I;Jt:• mu~:::.t kr::~f:!F• t.n the :;:.oc:.i2li.~::-t l'"Di"i;::J,, 

we must uphold the dictatorship of the proletariat, we must 

uphold the leadership of the Communist Party, we must uphold 
J...:J. 

( .1. .q. ) Deng Xiaping, N.l, P. 172 



The Fifth National Peoples Congress in March 

C:: C.'Jfn f) 1 f:? t. E?C) the institutional transition to the new era and 

provided the fullest expression of the leacdership's vision 
l ;::, 

for China's modern future. The constitution of 

in its focus on modernisation .:i.nc.lud.inq 

economic development, new technology, education and culture. 

It also recogn1seo 

scientists and intelligentsia in the ambitious modernisation 

program endorsed by the Congress. Hua Guofeng in his speech 

"T. 'C! Modern Powerful Socialist c:c:,unt.l"'Y'' 

and completion of 120 major construction projects 

L the 

J.n 

\rJh:l.ch 

pc:;c:p () ·f 

t.o 

.i t-~ c:: r- f!:'' :.:~ ~==· f:::~ 

.l.L) 

-· J .. 
c~ t. ·'·~· to 5 percent and over 10 percent in 

Agriculture was designated as the foundation of 

econom·/ the industry its leading The 

Dc::1q:.\.n~,! !' 

ci.Ifield,. exemplifying a new type of industry was extolled 

in theory during the Congress, giving a predominant role to 

self-reliant rural communities and industrial assistance to 

the form of steel, 

15) Mark Selden 5 N.2, P.687 
16) Cited in, Ibid, P.696 



electricity and consumer goods. largest science 

conference convened a week after the congress, 

the priority commitment to modern science and 

Cul t.uJ~i::<.l the 

the scientists and 

designed to protect them from political pressures and devote 

"fU 11 

the Party leadership was to pursue the rapid 

development of the prrnjuctive forces within the framework of 

major break with the policies of the Cultural Revolution was 

most advanced technologies that the industrially backward 

Countries catch up with the industrially advanced Countries 
J.8 

strategy with its emphasis on 

technology which creates 

exchange constrains was ~o be offset by the exploitation of 

and other natural resources to fuel 

industry as well as exports. The Agrarian programme included 

increase in productivity, particularly of marketable 

commodities and commercial crops and also to bridge income 

18 Cited in, Ibid, P.138 



richer brigades and communes . 

• ::~nd 

industrialisation were given prominence. The training of 

revolutionary cadres in the Cultural Revolutionary period 

was replaced by the training of scientists and 

Hua Guofeng attacked the 'Gang of bur's' interference and 

sabotage of higher education and culture, and called for the 

devFlcprnr:;nt. oi' ~~- r~ c! c) -r 

flowers blossom and contend; making the past serve the 

present and things foreign serve China, and weeding 
lf.! 

the old to bi'":\.nQ i"cn··th the ne1··1". 

the cadres belonging to the old 

long march veterans, belonged to 

the politbureau and 

. . 
\. C:'1 } In economic development, a new concerted 

effort was to be aimed at the transformation of the PRC into 

d major modernised industrial power by 

twentieth century, centering on the expansion of 

industry as the first developmental priority. 

(.1_(?) r:;c)bf::: ... r-·t. (~t: ~3c::::·~J.E:{~)ir·~c:::, II'ThE1 F'c::tl:i.c:ic:::.:~ C)'f t.f··fE-! F1 C)~::.t.··~-r·/~E:"tCt 

F.l·-c-~~ P1n e>~i':<.tri:i.nat:\.on c··f thE" .l.lth Par·t.\,.- r.:cr"!iJI'.!:?!::'.~-::." ,, 
(}~:-~~.s:~t=! .. ____ §.~:.~-~f~.2{.:i J-.Jc( u ::? \}c~J. .-: .1.:1' ~ t·,Jc~··/f:?!fnbf.::::r· 197··7, f·), J.(i~5E~ 

[:.:\. tt.:>c! .:i.n ,:Jur·iJen Domf:?t.:., I.b.f?_J30\it ~- E1nc:i f>c,J. i.Jic;.,;:;:_ .... _ .. QL 
t.~tJ.f::"::_,_f:.£3 c: ~ __ l\ __j~~..!ItE~:..... .. f:t:r __ T L_f~ ~-·L~i:::t~~: .. ~~~;: r-~ ( L. (') ~ .. ~ d C) n ;; ~~\J f!.• ::::. t \.' .i E· ~·J 
Press, 1985) pp. 154-155 



(b) h.3.qhl i 

differentiated wage system should be promoted, 

planning and with a strong 

collective ownership and production in the urban economy. 

(c) In rural socieities, a raising of the 

of collectivisation should remain on the agenda, and strict 

limits shiould be put on the individual initiatives of the 

(d) In education, Marxist-Leninist 

should continue and possibly be strengthened, but priotity 

the realm of culture, the parameters of 

be cautiously widened, but 

realism'' should continue to be intensively promoted~ and fi\/ ····.t 

no means was any cultural or even less so any political 

expression of dissidence was to be tolerated. 

The strategy of the radicals of 

developmental program, which gained prominence has come to 

be known as 'market socialism· because of their emphasis on 

forces. The central ideas behind 'market socialism' 

were essentially a 'Socialist version of the broader case 

for economic liberalisation· that centralised, direct 

comprehensive State control over the economy has both 

and undesirable; that the economic if"i\!01\ICff;E;r-;t 

of the Socialist State should be lE:ss pervasivE: and operate 

less through direct controls over entE:rprisE:s and more 



.. 

through indirect regulation, and that marketks should 

and developed to provide flexibility and dynamism 
r·~ •! 
...~:: . .. t 

to the overall economy. The main feature then of the radical 

modernisers was an effort to move away from a centralised 
~ 

based upon direct 

towards market based system in which an 

goods and services is distributed 
J'j."') 

...-.: .. :::. 

according to market forces than command. 

The concept of market was an anathema till 1978 to 

the practice of socialism in China, which has its origins in 

the teachings of Marx, and in China by Mao. The desire to 

restrict commerce nas been the result of Marx's dictum that 

planned organisation of the economy would succeed 

proletarian revolution. The mechanisms used over years in 

the Chinese economy has included 

in large part in units of physical output; 

...... \-: 
l.. • .i ! supplies in the industrial tote:'! 1 

the products of c:{.-Jrnrner-c: .t .:-~ 1 

departments and their mandatory procurement by retail shops 

fixed wholesale suppliers; a heavy reliance on 

State run Peoples Bank for financial transactions; 

of grain, a principal commddity, forbidden through marketing 

channels but carried out through taxation 

compulsory purchase by the State; rural taxation exacted and 

( :.? 1 ) Go 1··· den \'! h .i. t: P ,, e.,~L~1.J:DD ........... _..l .. D.~~·-·-·Ll, ns::.c 
Millan,1993) p.9 

( ::;-:';? ) FE:! tt::: ,... p .. c:: hEn c:1 ( c:·d " ) i:}_s;~r:2: i. '"'·il1 ..... L!.D.l.J. ... ..L .. ~u;:Lt .. ~~..l.1: .. fi!3:.f!L .. J.n ..... JJ'L€ .. 
CEL-'~ ... ( t) e ~·J Yo, .... k. ; U !'"; i. \iF.: r-· ~:;. :i. 1::. y F ,, .. r,: ~:::. ~=='· o i' {\ m P r· :i. c 0. ,, J. 9 E?. 8 ) 
t=:!; :::s 



c::::: 
!.! 

rationing system for scarce and vital consumer items; and 

State set prices, alongwith price controls to keep inflation 

'T i.l 1. .i.ndu.s;t.F"Y c:;nd 2gr-· icu.l t.u.r"e 

targets mattered more than the market and 

to Dorothy u. Solinger the conflict in 

regarding commercial .it<;:. 

origins in the differential understandings ot Marx's design 

for a post-Capitalist society which revolves around 

articulation'; summed up in :.t.der.:iJ --·t.ypici::i1 

as stances focusing respecitvely on class, 

control and maximum productivity, and can be referred to as 
24· 

~ne radical, bureaucratic and marketeer models. The radicals 

the most negative attitude to trade, 

favoured the planned approach, and the marketeers, impatient 

inflexibilities in the plan but anxious to 

t ... ~ ,-::i \l c: . . ·-"; ·-- tc! of 

rectifying scarcity by stimulating pt··c,duc: t i \1 .it'/. 

as the radicals were purged, the conflict over the 

modernisation programme was mainly between the moderates and 

the proponents of a much more market based 

moderate policy of deficit spending promoted by Hua Guofeng 

( ~?::~~) \l ic tr)r· f·-~t:~·t::: ~~-( f.)E:\\l icJ f~1c~~~\:~ .ir~~<.;Jc:. ( f2(j) :• tlJ~~I~.i:.~~~-.... i~:EJ .. 5j __ .. .i.~.k~.~ .. ;L~?._j·~.i. 
l:.!!.~ ... J~fdELt:.!~:nlr~J.;~E.~·:~~~::::.:J!.. ..... J;~t~j:_f!€:l..a.. ( L_cJr-:ci\::.n -~ C~cJr-nt:? 11 tJr~ .i \lf~?j·-s . .i. ty 
Press, 1983),p.199 

?4·) 1 bi.d !' j:::<. 207 
:?~5) I t:t.id 



from 1977, in the Central Work Conference 

1980, came under the scathing attack thE 

thP ~::.J.og;::<.n 

the consumer goods industries were given 

.i.n ...... :=. 
LJ i the 

assertion of Party was given prominence, so that the pace of 

the reforms did not go out of hand. The reforms in the 

followed a pattern of radicalism with regards to 

economy followed by periods of retrenchment and moderation 

1n the criticism of 

particularly in the arts in 1980-81, the campaign against 

polluti.on' in the ideological 

spheres 1n 1983-84, and the crack-down against corruption in 

The reforms of the 1978-85 period granted greater 

autonomy to factory managers, created a lively market in the 

both 

decollectivised agricultural 

allowed greater room for individual entrepreneurship. 

pc:< l .:L t. i c <·~ J and the economic problems produced by the reform 

26) Cited in, Jurgen Domes, n. 20, p. 177 
? 7 ) H c"'. l'- ~·- y H ;:( r· d i. n 1;.! ,, .GJ:Lt..!:E~ .. .:..2... f:~.f::~P.:i!..~.t.£3.§~: ..,,. qJ.!.t t~~:.r~n 

(Washington D.C: The Brookings Institute~ 1987) 
~) :.- :1. ()() 



: 57 : 

were used by the moderate faction, who included after 1982, 

economists like Chen Yun, Peng Zhen, Hu Qiaomu and Deng 

Liqun, to limit the pace and extend of the reform program. 

They identified problems like the lncrease of 

crime and corruption, the expression of unorthodox political 

ideas, the emergence of avant-garde styles in literature and 

arts, the development of popular culture; and in economy the 

inflation created by price reform~ the decline of central 

control over investment, the expenditure of foreign 

exchange, the emergence of inequality ln the countryside, 

the failure of grain production to meet State targets after 

mandatory planning in that sector had been eliminated, and 

the sudden outbreak of political dissent during the students 
28 

movement az the end of 1986. The impact of the reforms in 

Chinese society has meant for the peasant, transformation 

of agricultural production from a collective undertaking 

into a family enterprise; for the State, reduced role in the 

setting of production targets and the determination of 

prices; for the enterprises, the msnagers have been given 

greater autonomy in making decisions and more control over 

allocation of profits cou;~d with responsibility for the 

outcome of their decision; for the worker, the reforms has 

slowly changed the system of education, employment, 

discipline and remuneration. 

28 Ibid, p. 84 
29 Ibid, p. 101 



5f:3 

The modernis2tion drive can be thus seen as a departure 

from Cultural Revolutionary policies, which has led to the 

restructuring of the Chinese economy and opened up China to 

the world econmy. China's agriculture was decollectivised, 

and the system in which peasants labored as individuals in 

fields under the command of local cadres was 

into a system of family farming, 

.ir1 the commune under 

responsibility system'. Likewise, a system in which thE! 

team collectively managed the n .. wal 

pr-ov :\.d.3.nfJ 

the collective in return for'work points'has beebn replaced 

a system in which authorities have to tax families 

a reduced set of collective facilities 

families are free to organise their own labour power and daily 

activities, and to spend as they choose any surpluses after 

the new system are urged to compete and diversify 

their activities. 

The privatisation of the means of production in f""Ul""-211 

led to the dismantling of People's Commune, as private 

rural enterprises were encouraged, restoring a rich peasant 

In 

(30) Peter P.Cheng, n. ..~.: .. ~) 
.r.~ .r. .. , 

sector the theory of 



development of productive forces has led to the opening 

to foreign capital, technology and management. 

Decentralisation has been effected and autonomy has been 

given to both the private and State sector enterprises. The 

emphasis on heavy industry as seen in the earlier Soviet-

model developmental programme has given way for an emphasis 

on the small scale and medium sectors producing consumer 

The reforms made in the economy in 1981 

:::.E.· t up the 

liberalisation of trade and foreign 

establishment of joint ventures with foreign multinationals 

as the formation :in Ch_i.n,::; o·f ·fu 11 y 

international corporate Capital. The 

Points Decision on Indus~y· issued by the Central 
"" 

.i.n 1979 recommended reducing the authority of 

':::::(> 

Committee and strengthening that of factory director also 

;(-
rehabil~ting the role of managers, engineers and technicians 

according to the system of 'specialised responsibility' 

The more radical 

in 1980, and along with others was responsible for 

"Dn -· ~: U! 

This dodument called for a major move away from 

ft~: .. ~:.:.:t.Q.r~~~U:: ... i.~.:}fl._ .. f.~k3 i .D .. f~:~: .. ~E.. ... "l~~~:f~.:L~.l .. i)E.~.rn .. _!2.f .. :.t~~i~~c.J~r1 c:~.~~.s .. 
(London: Mac Millan, 1985) p.78 

( :32) :r. i::d.d" r.::," a? 
(33) Roderick Mac Farquhar & John K. Fairbank (ed), 

(Cambridge:Cambridge University ~ress, 1991) 
f.) r. !:t.l(l 



the bureaucratic command system and toward the use of market 

forces ln all sectors of the economy. The five key elements 
34 

in making the markets are: 

Inputs and outputs of industry must 

(b) Enteprise managers must behave in accordance 

with the rules of the market towards efficient outcome. 

(c) Getting prices to reflect the true relative 

scarcities in the economy, 

A major reason for expanding the role of 

market i~ to promote accelerated productivity growth. 

(e) An effectively operating market requires thc:lt. 

the government maintain acceptable level of price stability. 

The worker was thus effectively trans~omred into 

labour whereby he can be hired and fired, t.hE~ 

labour costs are kept low to maximise enterprise profit. 

Piece-rate remuneration, bonuses and penalities become the 

feature in the State sector proceeding from the Socialist 

c\C: c: D ~-·d :i. n\J 

sector was geared 

-:•·c:: 
._) •• .f 

to a more complex social 

to e.::1ch 

thE· f:::it.ate 

coupled with the rehabilitation of old managerial hierarchy, 

t::·J. .1.m:i_natf..:>d revolutionary committees and workers management. 

The opening up of the economy has taken various forms 

34 Ibid, pp. 511-513 
35 Michel Chossudovsky, n.~~, pp. 108 



imports of western technology~ starting joint ventures, 

providing equity shares, 

relief for enterprises established in the 'special ~:::-cc:<nC<rni.c 

which became the pc.ckets of capitalism within 

socialist China. Education in China has alsc. gone through a 

sea change, now as the Chinese State is engaged 1n producing 

~ 
,;·u·l en ti'"I:?'~Pi'"f:?nk',r .. .i. i'~ J 

management who are to become the backbone of 

The prominence given to scientists and .intc·l ltt~ct.u.::il s. 

has raised the stature of this new middle class, 

the part of the 

whether oy hand or by brain, are all working 

the expert'. The reforms in 

interest~ who in turn the 

Chinese State by demanding greater 

From the period of the initiation of 

modernisation programme, the Chinese State had emphasised on 

Socialist democracy Su Shaozhi, the director of Marxism-

Leninism and Mao-Zedong thought 1n China's Academy of 

'' r-·~ 1 c:•n rJ implementation of 

restructuring, consolidation and 

with readjustment as its centre, we have pushed forward 



enterprise management, 

management of social and political life. Democratisation in 

various aspects and economic development help each other 

forward, thus bringing the superiority of socialists system 

:Lr~ t:.{J .. ft.~ 11 f31 t~·:l . ., ' 1 

The:, poI .:i. t. :\. c c'1l reforms initiated by 

the late 1970's and the first half of 

include promoting a 

the scope and arbitrariness of 

for popular participation .i.n pc 1 .i. t i. c i:d . 

affairs, although with limits on both the form and content 

of political expression; and redefining the content and role 

of China s official ideology to create a new basis 
::m 

authority in contemporary Chinese politics. 

have greatly relaxed the degree of political contr··oJ. 

Chinese society, without fundamentally altering the Leninist 

character of the Chinese political system. 

On May Day 1986, Hu Qili, a radical reformer who 

served on both the secratriat and the politburo introduced 

the call for a new set of political reforms. Wang Zhao Guo~ 

member of the Party secret~riat responsible for drafting of 

Party's proposal for political reform, ~nd Van Jiaqi, 

< ~) ·7 ) ~:; l.J ~:.=; r~~ ;~ c:. :t~ t·~ i :r .R.S:.fLtf.:~s;..r:.i~~t.:i .. :.~;_f~ .. tj ... s~:r~ .... _.fl!:.~f-~1.-.l~~f-~:.~·=:.!TI 
(Nottingham: Spokesman, 1988) p. 30 

38 Harry Harding, n. 27, p. 174 
:~:;:. ~:;} I t~~ i d ~i ~-) ~~ :1. (1 :·2 



1..-·::· 
\..} ·--· 

the Director of the Institute of Political 

Science of the Chinese Academy of Social 

inquiry and discussion, 

f.) r· C) p c::: ~:: . .:-:~ 1 ::::. 
-t:l(> 

the further development oi' ·. soc i i"',}. i ''"- t 

Socialist democracy was apparently meant t.c! 

include measures to increase the degree of 

cf·fici.::~Js:. 

f::';,;.t<::=d::•J.:i::::.hment c>-4' mPchEH"l.:i.~::.ms. tc; :i .. ncno?d"'·~? the ;:~ccc•l ... '.r·st.<::d:c:i.l:i.t.y 
41 

cf both legislators and administrators to their constituents. 

Freedom of inquiry and discussion amounted to the study of 

concf.?.pt;::. 

as many of the Marxist tenets were considered 

the new modernized generation. Th:i.<::. 

by the radicals in the Party hierarchy like Hu Yaobang and 

Zhao Ziyang who proposed continuation of the reforms. The 

protests of November-December 1986 witnessed in 

thE~ c:8.l1 

by the tightening of 

targeting what was described 

;;:;nd the dismissal of Hu Yaobang 

demonstrations proved, 

hightening oT the contradictions between the Chinese state 

.q.o I bid 
41 Jhid~ p. J.<:)::;; 



and the society on t.hE' 

modernization progressed. Ironically it was the program for 
eCC<¥>C"'""'/ 

the liberalisation of the Chinese that engendered a new 
" 

upwardly mobile middle class consisting of 

:i. n t e J 1 ec t u <':i J ~:. , 

who are the backbon of the modernization 

programme and benefitted from it, and who provided the social 

and economic base of this struggle against the entrentched 

party-State. The evolution and the course of these den~cracy 

movemen~s which represent the aspirations of 

generation, is essential for understanding of the State 

relations in the 1980's and will 

matter of the third chapter. 



A major characterstic 1n Chinese politics from 

the emergence of 

which nave also been called c!E?moc s'"·i:;cy 

Ltp thF: 

1980's. Such movements differed in a major way frc~ the 

mass movements that characterised the Maoist period 

l.ik.t? the 

Maoist phase 1n Chinese politics. While most of 

movements during the Maoist phase had been mooted by 

by the consent of 

within the party, the dissent movements of the post-Mao 

had sprung up organically from the Chinese 

institutions which had 

cc:•n ~:.j_ dc·?s···pd sacred. The factors that have contributed 

towards this phenomenon which was at once political 

i::~nd 
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multi.dimensional. These have ranged from the traumatic 

after effects of the Cultural Revolution to the general 

dissatisfaction with the Maoist programme and ideology. 

Thus, when after 1978, the Chinese leadership announced 

the beginning OT a new era of modernisation and 

economic reforms , it was but natural for the Chinese 

Society to call for reforms in the State structure as 

well. The last two decades in Chinese politics, have 

seen an active drive for modernisation of the economy 

well as limited reforms ln the polity. Since the 

economic modernisation was of paramount interest to 

the Chinese Party-State political reforms demanded by 

different sections in Chinese society which challenged 

the Party's hegemony were put down ruthlessly as 

witnessed in the Beijing Spring of 1989, and manY of 

the major protagonists of these movements were either 

jailed or sent into exile. The Beijing Spring of 1989 

was not an isolated event in post-Mao China and its 

genealogy can be traced back to the 'Democracy Wall' 

movement of 1978 or the much earlier protests of 1976. 

There is scarcely any uniformity of opinion regarding 

the origins and the socio political aspects of these 

dissent movements and there are diverse and comp1ex 

interpretations oT this phenomenon. 



of the dissent movemen~s h2s been that oT the emerging 

c .1. \i .:\. }. society in China, as witnessed in 

State-Society relationship in post-Mao China. The study 

of the State -Society relationship which has gained 

:i. n c ~, .. t:_:. i:?: :::. :i. ri -~-~ importance after 1989 :i.n of' 

student protests, has been characterised 

Harry Harding as constituting the third generation of 
1. 

:.t ri C h :i. n f:?~SE? 

Eli~abeth J.Perry in her study of the recent 

the study of the Chinese Politics 

t:. ~--~ 2 1":. ; 

by the simultaneous rejection of 

totalitarian model that had guided the first-generation 

scholarship as well as the various brands of 

that had enlivened second generation studies. 

of this Soviet and American inspired approaches, 
\o'"" 

~:}t:~nf:~·r-·t:·{t" £::.cf··~c;1E~~~--::::. tt.~r-·r-1t·:=·tJ tc) tr~c:· rnrJdc::1~:::. c:{~f ;::)t E:1 te·····E\oc: .i E.·t y 

relations drawn from the European tradition. 

of State-building, Civil-Society and the relationship 

between market development and democratisation now 

E:ncl 

l .·: ~--!~3 t· r-·/ J·i i~ ~r .. cl i. rf g ~ f! ·r f1t:.:; C~c<J-~ t E·~n f::~r.:. r~ E\ 1:-·/ ~::; t L~ ci ·i c? ·f C~ h .i. r~ E:·sf.:? 

P c 1 i t i c :::. f:m 1 n t l, .. D d u c: t. :.\. on . " T.h.§':: .... f~.t~tD.§~ ...... Q.~}L~ . .C.t.ti..t-::.J .. Y .. !i .. . 
No .139 September 1994 ,p.700. 



consequences of political change were interpreted as a 

product ofinteractions between the State apparatus and 

Although perry is of 

thc.'lt ;3.n the Chinese politics 

wi.thin the framework of State -Society relationship has 

vastly become redundant;because of its Eurocentric 

nature, the dichotnomous manner in which many 

it, and the general macro -level of 

;it still retains its critical edge as a paradigm for 

the analysis of the contemporary Chinese politics. This 

because a micro -level 

State and Soceity brings forth contr·adictory sets of 

informations whilch have to be put 

frame of analysis. Thus one has to refrain from both a 

application of a paradigm and 

reductionism or the implied meaning which lS 

attribute of the micro-level approach. 

State-Society paradigm by 

Chinese Scholars within China since 1986 lS also a 

No 139 September 1994 , 



the relevance of such an approach to 
-: .. · .. ,\ 

study of contemporary society. The major problem 

ln using this concept which originated 

in the 17th and 18th Century , and adapting j_ t 

to the Chinese conditions . This chapter 

conceptualise the State -Society paaradigm propounded 

hv ··-· / various theorists and study 

society in the post -Mao period. 

As can be seen in the recent writings of 

Lawrence R.Sullivan, 

Walder and Dorothy Solinger on China the concept of 

C'iv:\. J had a great impact on 

,,·1:.i.. th.i.n China. 

And Wang Suli's 
:;:~:~ Ct c: i. r:.=.' t. ·y :' ' ' L.- n t:=.: r·~ v: L \ i cJ E' -· ~~ 

Notion Of Collective Society 
(::~ r·~ c] ·r t-s ~~-~ r;: f::.t c: C< r·} ::::. t ~--- \/ c: t. j, {) rJ (] -r= c j_ \i .i 1 E~ C) c j_ i::·":! t 'y' I I 

;:\ncl ~~~u X:.\. .::-:ok. ;,~ng ·· <:~-, 11 P1 i···li?. J f ··-r"1i::id c C .i . ..,, .i l f:3oc: :.\. e t y. '' 



/ •.) 

C)T 

Ccvnmun .i. r:::. t. regimes in the erstwhile Soviet Union 2nc:~ 

the eastern Europe. The collapse of these totalitarian 

the emergence of a c:.i..\l.i.l 

which challenged the legitimacy of these Socialist 

{'~ f'::.· n· 1 rn r:::, ~:= . . ·····::,,--···-··-- The PRC, which has a r3c::.I .i .. t. t c €~ 1 

and which experienced political 

1980's became the focus of such an 

aftermath of the Tiananmen massacre. 

To understand the concepts of State and Civil 

one has to necessarily 

historical categories. From the period of Hobbes, Locks 

and Rousseau the concept of State has been J.n 

rationalisation of 

reason continued through Hegel, and found .it.~::. b:i. t te1··· 

critics in Karl Marx and Frederich Engels. The 

elements in Marx's and Engels's doctrine of 

State, according to Norberta 8obbio are: 

I! The State as a coercive apparatus or 

and organised violence of 

the State which lS the 

opposite of the ethical or finalistic one 



(b) The State as an instrument of Class domination 

'the executive of the modern State lS but a 

Committee for managing the common affairs of the whole 

c: one: er.::.t.i. on oi' 

State as opposed to the universalistic conception 

characterstic of all theories of natural law including 

(c)The State as a secondary or subordinate phenomenon 

in relation to civil society where it is not the State 

·--··...! 
!,;:~ $ i tJ but 

Civl Society which conditions and regulates the State: 

a negative conception of the State which is in complete 

opposition to the concf~'pt :i. c•n ·f<"Jt{nc:J .i.n 

Marx put forward a radical critique of the State 

which called for the abolition of the State to attain the 

In the 20th century, in 

revolutionary societies in 

and also in China it was the Lenin's concept of 

predrnninance, which does not accept 

ci j_ c: he:: t C::<fl"l"/ between State and Society. As Civil 

had emerged in the Capitalist world, to conceive of it 

t.he 
C::C:tr·rcE:r~t c::·f c::j_\/.1.1 ~;cJc::.Le:,t.·~/!!, \:Jcrf···n r.::f!~'E\nt.:::·(E-::ct) :• t:::}.-. .i:};..1_ 
.:~.~~.f.~:_~_::~ .... f: . .Q.J"j.:'. ___ ,,_.i~::.f.}.i;i ____ ::f.t!~.--f:;it:.f~~;.§1. ( L~ c_~, ri d Ct r~i ~ l) F.: ~-- ~:::. C! :: l z:t t:~ ~::.i ) f.:< f.J ·7 ~:, ····· '7 !~:~ 



1n a Socialist-Society amounted to a refutation of the 

very basis of Socialism .The One -Party system in these 

pc< J t t .-i.e: E!\ 1 

State sanctioned 

pub:t.i.c 

The centralised Party -State in principle, thwarted the 

·fo!r·mr.:ltion o·f independent centres of 

extinguishing a Civil Society which has been 

into the structures of the State.John Keane observes that 

the Civil Society is thus forced to go underground, and 

becomes confident only when the State rapidly loses its 

grip because of structural weaknesses, as can be seen 

in the Solidarity Movement of Poland, the Prague spring 

of Czechoslovakia, and the Hungarian uprisings. 

The concept of Civil Society 

Century was treated in an elaborate manner by 

open 1 ·'l 

(Lcmdon: Verso,1988) p 2 



acknowledges his indebtedness to Hegel. 

Ci\c .:i.} Society belonged to the realm of 

and as elaborated in his famous Prison Notebooks 

'levels' :the one that can be called 

lS the ensemble of organisms 

i'~nd · F'ol.i t..·Lc,~l 

Society' or the 'State'. These two level correspond on 

to ~ne function of ~-.~h.ic:h the 

dominant group exercises throughout Society 

the other hand to that of 'direct domination' or rule 

The Civil Society, to Gramsci was the mediating 1 .ink. 

the class structured economy 

institutions based on coercion, and the working class 

along with the party and the intelectuals has 

anti-bourgeois hegemony 

The other important aspect 

relates to his theory of the 

7. Cited in, Ibid. pp 82-83 



This theory advocated trench warfare, 

a direct frontal 

demands enormous sacrifices by the infinite masses of 

So an unprecedented concentration of 

and hence a more 'interventionist' 

government,which will take the offensive more openly 

against the oppositionists and organize permanently the 

.i.nter·ni"<.l d :i. ::::.:i.n "\".:0:~9 r- a t.i on-·- {r,li. "t:h 

controls of every kind, political, administrative etc,: 

· po~::.] .. ti.cn:::. ·· thr::.· dom.i.n;:;nt gr··oup. The concept of 

can be seen to play an important role for 

as the conquest of hegemony precedes the 

power 5 which according to him was both 

cultural as we11 as political leadership. The hegemonic 

includes not just the Party hut ,;:;J.l othE·:·r·· 

institutions of the Civil Society 5 and aims not only at 

the formation of a colJ.ective will capabJ.e of creating 

a new state apparatus and transforming society but also 

E1nd 
10 

C.t :: f) c~ \l :i. c} ~~t1c J t::: l J E1 rs ( F:.?ct ) :- .tt~.r..:..>: :t~~!EL~--·-·-··_r..;_~:..§.~I:.:.:L.I..J:_S~~-.1. 
J~!].::__;h~;;j,_ng_~;2 . .!~. ( 0;.; f C:<!'··d ~ C l c"71!'-E•ndon P!'"·E·~::.•:::. 5 1 ?B4) ., p ?~::: 

10. John Keane ,n 3,p 93 



The notion of 'Public sphere·, 

esence to the concept of the Gramscian ' c: .i. v .i. 1 f:)c::.c: .it:::· t -y· • 

but which differs in other aspects, put forward by the 

Frankfurt School Social theorist Jurgen Habermas has in 

the recent times challenged the dichotonomous conception 

of the State and Society. Habermas places the 

field between the State and Soc :i.et.y · · . 

Habermas's concern 

Transformation of the Public Sphere: An Enquiry into a 

Category of Bourgeois Society '' mainly deals with what 

which with the advent of the welfare State has gone 

through a structural transformation where by State and 

Society interpenetrated ,blurring the lines between the 

sphere evolved in the tension -charged "f.i.eJd 

that it remained itself a part of the private realm. 

State intrevention in the sphere of society found its 

corporate bodies. 

1.1. Phili~·::. t'"' 
L.· ~ 

~~c;c: .i.E' t ·~/ I 

~:3c:~c .1. t::o:: t: :/ !l 
:?1?. 

in China? The Third 
r::~.r:~.r.i.t~.L.r:!_._, __ GtLL!:l§ ..,,~ o 1 ., 

pub1.:i.c: 

/[:j_v:.\.1 
Between State And 



-·~ .· / {::_\ 

a substitution of State authority by 

power of Society was connected to the extension of 

authority over sectors of the private realm. 

Only this dialetic of a progressive 'Societalisation of 

the State simultaneously with an 

society gradually destroyed the basis of 

the bourgeois public sphere - the seperation of State 
12 

the Gramscian concept of 

the public sphere is also a realm of 

cominu publ.ic: 

corporate and other private 

bodies forminq public opinion and checking th;;;::· Stc-1te 

Pub.l.:i.c sphere thus refers to the generalised 

an expanding public realm of 

society, which can take on different forms and 

involve different power relationship between State and 
1.5 

Similarly if the Gramscian notion of Civil 

Society expreses the existence of autonomous ~3dies and 

Cited in Ibid, p. 

13. Ibid, p. 217 

r-: •I ~-\ 

~: .i. ·i:J u 



from State tutelage, :i .. n 

rn..!. b 11. c:: 

when they deal with matters of general interest without 

being subject to coercion: thus with the guarantee that 

un.i.tP ·f r e:: f:J 1 ·y- ~ 

.14 

Richard Madsen has observed that while Civil 

refers to such disparate elements such as econom1c 

ecc::,nomic: 

congregations and ethnic:: communities; t ht:? c!t=::moc 1··· r.;; t. .i c:: 

c: c:rr$ s:. t ~ .. ·u.c t :i. \/ {-::..~ publ.ic 

arises from below from the development 

of an active Civil uncJEr·m:Lne~'· 

'public relates more or 

14. C:i.t:i.f.::-d .in~ Fn::dev·_i.c l~Jc:ikt-::i!l<:in,Jr-~"ThP C:i.\,.i .. l '3c.lci .. E~ty 
and public Sphere Debate, Western Reflections on 
Chin!'? ~;.p F'o 1 :t tic E~ 1 Cu 1 t u ,,-F.~'' .• tl..~~Q .. Q.t!.2.. ... .G.t!..L~l§~ ,, \) c! l ,, t '?' , Nc:< • 
2,, (;!=:·r··.i.I 199::~\, f), 1.11, 

1 '5 F :i. c: h "'' r-· d i·'!i:;, d "''· t::: n ,, " 
Society and Moral 

2,April 1993 !pp.187-189 

C.ivil 



.in~:.ti tut.i.ons cJ-r 

private individual,group and 

rights : means and places of communication for forming 

freely expressing public opinion: .1. n ::.;. t .i.;lt u t. :i. on~::. 

indi.v:\.dui:.il pn 1 .i tic<:.<. 1 

• .X 
C.< J 

,:.:~c: t :\.viti.<::::~::. 

JL 
) 

Cnns:. t J. tu t :.i .. ona l limits on State power. ThE:' concE·pt. 

the organic concept of State , propounded 

institutionalised by Stalin. 

the 

genesis in western political thoughit its application 

tu like that uf China where 

Capitalist stage of deveolpment has been virtually 

absent poses questions both of theory, application and 

ft :i. ~- t c.~ r- :i. c: 1. aJ 
the Ch.in;::1 scholar,. The western 

<:in "" 1 -,· s::. i s. 
pE·t--E:'.pfc'C t:i.\!e on 

-;-:C) r·· 

tr·H'1 

emerging civil society' in China, according to Heath 

B Chamberlain, falls into three categories; 

:.\.b. l"'!.;:·,!' ... i B,::,c:kus r:;:<:'lnk.in," ~3cHnP Ob~.::.f"'I' .. VC:Itj.ons. Dn 
fi c h in t:: s.e F u b 1 i. c 3 p hP n=.- , " hf":!..~:l£!:.cr.:~. ________ r;.td,.D..!~ .. 
Vol 19,No 2, April 1993, p 159 



thi::it. society as the product 

front among disparate social elements , t;3k inc;; 

as a recently emergent 

restricted mainly inetllectuals and 

-~ -- \ 
t. L. •' those that view it in longer-

historical perspective as a phenomenon clearly evident 

.: _c 
.. (. i not a century ago-and now after years of 

l·:;r 

forcible suppression, reasserting itself. 

as its exclusive subject the dissent 

movements but fails to take into account the pluralism 

c t)fnpc:t:.-:=.f:?c:~ c·f 

professionals but does not take into account the 

r"E! l E:::ti{::n t.he ttv-:::. 

intellectual, and relies mainly on the independence and 

the autonomy of the intellectual; the third approach 

the emerging civil Society from a historical 

perspective, and craws a historial continuity from the 

period of Qing and the Ming dynasties while the 

.1.7. Ht:=>;:;th D.C::h,:;,mbf:?l'".l.E;in;" Dn ~":IF~,,,u···ch for·· C:i.\l.:i.1 
Soc::.\.ety :i.r·: C:h:i.n;,~ ", r:l~~f!.sLJ~L.C:J.ri.D.sL_ ')ol. 17 !• 1\lc, 



re-emergent Civil 

80 

Society lS seen as stilmulated by 
.l E; 

economic reforms of Deng Xiaoping. 

thE! 

Unlike the Habermasian persperctive of 

the sphere concieved as it 

intermingling of State ,Society and the Civil 

these approaches defines the Civil 

to State. Chamberlain gives an account of t.he 

four features of the Civil Society amalgamating the 

C:i\1il 

as a community bonded and empowered by 

collective determination to resist, on the one hand, 

e~cessive constraints of the Society and, on the other, 

e~cessive regulations of the State . 

Society is a relatively autonomous entity distinct from 

both State and Society it nevertheles partakes of 

and faces and constantly interacts with both: (b) Civil 

is animated and sustained by widely shared 

attj_tudPs. -···'' ~~;h;,~rF::d rnc.<r-·.:.:;1 -.,l t >::. :.i.. on •:::. 

relations among 

this community of citizens and the State: 

what sustains Civil Society is the determination of 

members to achieve some degree of autonomy and 

( c:. } 

.; +, ... 
-'=· \.,::::· 

organisation in their quest for individual freedom and 



DJ 

po 1 :i. t :i. c: E:, 1 functioning Civil 

Society cannot be totally autonomous of either Society 

or State:(d) Civil Society is a community 

and its members are pulled 

directions sin~ltaneously; towards one another and 

apart, both toward teir individutL private worlds and 

the more public realm of State authority. 

feature of Civil Society and a source of .:i. t~::. 

strength and weakness - either toward State or 

The Western discourse on Civil Society arose 1n 

the aftermath of the Tiananmen incident of 1989. The 

Chinese discourse on Civil Society on 

to the Chinese scholar Shu-Yun Ma, 

traced back to 1986, when Shen Yue published an article 

'' t{J 1::\1n ~=- r;t::cjr{ J f:~ f ~:::- $:·· .1. g r-~ t !I .. L.~.Ltt.tff.~ ... ir:... .... " .. _5.1~:-~?£~1:2 .. :L.-t ... X 
20 

Shen Yue, contends that 

"r··:i.qht" reTers to the right of equal 

19. Ibid, pp. 207-209 

'3 o c: i r.::: t ·'/ '' , I.t}~'.:'f.. ___ GLtr: e. __ JlL<.~E:.t '<=: l~:J...Y , !\1 o , 1 3 7 , i.,.! ;::, r· c h 1 9 9 .q. ~ 
p!: J. fJ::~: .... 
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which wasmistranslated into Chinese as " bou n::.n::: o :i. s:. 

:21 
consequently denied to Chinese townspeople. 

both the bourgeoisie tilE:·:· 

proletariat who enjoyed greater autonomy, and to settle 

disputes among them, a legal system was developed to 

define individual rights and duties, 

townspeople into a new social 

established that indivudualism as the legitimate basis 

western states which are build upon civil societies, the 

arguinging that the meaningful 

C: C:< J. J E·:• C t . .:i. \i .:\. t "j! is guaranteed only by the recognition of 
•"') -:~ 

to Wang connoted a subordination to the rulers unlike 

:?1." Ib.ic! 
:2:? .-: I b.1 c~ 



.ir···c! :L \! :\ du,;:, 1 r· i. qht ~::., thu':; t:.hE 

modernisation of China calls for raising peoples '!C:i.\lit~ 

awareness··~ a real guarantee of democracy and 

1'-f-"P J <:<.c :i.nq rule with governance of .-:~.nd 

establishing a democratic system oy which the Chinese 
~:?4 

; .... _, 
"'··· i' 

invoking the western concepts of individual rights and 

freedom the debates and writings within China cal~led 

~·· -~ Li l 

Chinese State responded to these demands in September 

the Party Central Committee issued 

that the Party should promoted legal 

the people, in order to 

1988, guided by the Party, 

writers from the National People's Congress~ 

Central Party School, the Beijing High Court, the State 

Administration of Industry and Commerce published the 



chapters on democracy, rule of law, cit~zens rights and 

pu!::d ic E•t h:\. C: s:.; publ :i.e 

sec:ur1~y family and ~eritage rules concerning 

-ror··ei.qn foreign nationals, E:\nd 

Cin tht."f othe:l··· h;,~nd ,, .i. n '"· t .1. t.u t. :\.on s;:. 

such as universal suffrage, parliament.arism, mu 1 t. :i. -·· 

party systems, judicial independence and equality of 

law were said to be Capitalist in nature. 

The Chinese Party-State has thus far remained the 

major stumbling blc.ck to the emergence ot 0:1 C:l.vil 

Society, whose demands were articulated in the dissent 

the late 1970's and the 80's. f.tu t. 

process of economic modernisation in the post-Mao era 

the economic foundations for an embryonic 

Civil Society, and this discourse of dissent has become 

indicator of the emergent Chinese Civil 

The discourse of intellectuals who actively 

in these democracy movements, 

either jailed or exiled provides another dimension to 

the study of the State-Society relationship in China. 

27 Ibid, p. 186 



third part of this chapter therefore analyses 

of these dissent movements in relation t:.f.) 

the ideological discourse, which ranged from a 

such as liberal democracy 

democracy to that of the formation of a Civil Society. 

history of dissent movements in the 

China has .ts origins in the 'Democracy Wall 

of 1978, and the earlier student protests of 1976. The 

1976 movement was spontaneous one, a characteristic of 
·-· . t'\,.: . .....-.C'(...,..<"-I.ICl """-IJU-4'"""'<""Kol tit<;. th . .l tiov·,\.,...;~~ 

Lhlnese populace gathered at the historical Tiananmen 
~ 

Thic:= 

into a large scale protest against the n .. 1le 

of 'Gang of Four·, who were blamed for the e~cesses of 

the Cultural Revolution. The Tiananmen incident of 5th 

April 1976, turned violent, attacking a publir security 

tc) be the followers of the curren~ 

t.c 

forcibly e~pelled or arrested by the security forces. 

·J "":"" 
J. · .. ) 



As this movment died a natural death, another 

was taking shape, and in the latter half of 1978 1 this 

came to be known as the 'Democracy 

t.i 1 J 

01'"" 

t:hF! :i. t 

.... .. ~: 
L.' i :.i.n tr.:·? 11 ec: tuE:i J. :::. ,, 

groups and associations such as the China Human P i.qhts 

consensus between these groups did not 

ideological level, 1n a jo.i.nt 

!I tc~ preserve 1n carrying out J.on-g 

to 

policy of mutual support :.i.rl df2ff."O>r1CE 

their Constitutional rights. 

Movement' brouqht 

~;:~r:.?., Ih.ic~, ~)" if. 
30. Cited in Ibid. 
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range of questions on China's past, present and 

with attacks on Mao Zedong, the Communist Party of 

China, and demands for human rights ana democracy. The 

most radical of the demands was the one for democracy, 

Jingshang called 'Fifth modernisation·, 

t!·!r.:\t. the officially sponsored' 

were unrealistic 

without democracy, which signalled a new de~elopment in 
::).t 

Chinese political culture, which was to persist. Wei 

c s--· it:. :i. c i ~-r:.rc~ the totalitarian 

described the Chinese econoomy as: disasters caused by 

rulers, by Tasclsm under a Marxist-

Leninist signboard, by totalitariansim, and 

who toyed with hundreds of millions of 

,~1CCC)r-d i.ri~} 

~;~? 

to the vagaries of 

Wei advocated freedom, democracy and 

and a western model J .:\.be-:···.;;.; 1 

1 .i \l E?!!::-

While this does not represent the predominant thinking, 

one can find the various hues of democracy ranging from 

t. ~---~f._~ 

::) 1. 1: F' L~. z ~-: r-: r~ <_;l '{ ~- ~ €:{ r·~ ;~ Bl:Lt.N~lt~ .. C i::\ 1:~ .. :-~:.. c: _J:_c.§:~~tl .... .t.~~ .. -~-~~-!::!. ____ 2.U .. ~] .. ~.r;:.t.U:..C£.§~.§:..~;~ 
.t=~-~~~~-l . .J-_t:j:..~;; __ [~: . .!\, ( c~ .;";~ fB b ~ .. -.i. c~ (.J F: ~ [: i:":'. fii t1 !I'' i ci {_] ~:? tJ r:• .i \/ E1 r- ~::- j_ t. 'y' F: ~~- E~ ~-~- :::. ~ 
1 c.;l(:,l ::;:) p : :::.~.::; J " 

32. Cited in~ David S.G. Goodman, n. 27, p.5. 



capitalism as in Yugoslavia and United States ln the 

protestor's demands. The same can be said about 

attitude towards Mao, in outright criticism of the 

acceptance of Mao as a great leader of China. 

The Democracy Movement developed other general 

issues such as se~ual freedom, wage reform, 

and social differentials, privilege and in t.e1· Cti~i t :j __ on a J 

The other major aspect ot 

in its demand for what has been called 

'Cultural Democracy' - that is, the attempt to free art 

literature from the restrictions in 

to provide alternative modes of expression, as one of 

the !! t.c-: 

publish the people's thoughts and words, which for all 

k .i r~cJ :::. reasons are not contained cf-?i.c.i..31 

To publish popular literature which 

In 

sense the Democracy Movement represented the right to 

have options, to discuss opinions, to experiment, and 

· .. :' ·.-' " 

:~:;.q r: I b i. d 



in theory and practice as to the 

to place on such activities. 

techniques of dissent like wall 

newspapers and demonstrations were employed during the 

The Chinese intelligentsia during 

journalists, artists, and urban workers along with the 

other disenchanted sections of the populace. 

intellectuals has observed 

'essential' social group which emerges into history out 

C)f the preceding economic i:~nd 

a development of thi ~;. ~=:. t.l·-uc: tur .. e ,, 

found categories of intellectuals already in existence 

and which seemed indeed to represent an 

continuity uninterrupted even by the most complicated 
3!.:\ 

independent autonomous class 

intellectuals according to Gramsc:i is a myth. In 

the Democracy Movement 

consisted mainly of the students and intellectuals who 

to the middle and upper-middle strata of 

:::::~:i 1: I t{.i o, r) 1: ~t 

36. Cited in David McLellan n. B, p. 264. 



They were the children of 

intellectuals who prior to the Cultural 

but because of the educational policies of the Cultural 

Revolution were sent down J :.i. n 1':."? s;:. c:• -r 

instead of enrollng at the institutes of 

higher learning. 

The movement which had occured durlng 

the Party between the Deng' 

faction ironically consolidated Denq's power 

and control over the State and Party apparatus. 

demands of the movement grew more radical, 

intellectuals including Wang Xizhe, Wei Jingsheng and 

Chen Erjin among others. Although the Chinese Party-

State came down heavily on the Democracy Movement,l the 

policy orientation of rapid economic growth required 

active cooperation of China's 

scientists and technicains. Political authorities as a 

to woo this group by 

by 

abandoning the practice of using class labels to curb 

........... 
-~:· / David S.G.Goodman, n. 27, "'I' ,• p :: .. )\:) 



by licensing certain 
~)8 

limited participation. This upwardly mobile middle 

class thus since 1978 was able to gain relatiye 

autonomy in relation to the State, and was supported by 

the reform faction within the Party. According to Wang 

prominent intellectual and activist of the 

Democracy Movement, the movement was growing on 

in the Party, and debate is currently taking 

this faction as to the scale of the 

democratic reform in China; the second fron~is composed 

mainly of intellectuals drawn from literary, E1 r· t:.i. s:.t ic: 

theoretical circles; the third front, 

scholars ~particularly stresses consists mainly of 

students and young workers over the past year, 

front has developed vigorously, 

through its participation in election campagins and 
::::: :~f' 

the question of its own right to exist 
40 

John Burns and Stariley Rosen 

,:; •. nc! be 

.~~~E:~.:f .. t~~-h_\;;_.:t5.7:~--~·) . ..J:2 ..... £:~~}.~~~:.t.::Jj.£~~.£;a," .. C~.t~.:};_.[)._S'i_,~-···£1._.J2.f}~;N:::i.fil~~f.! .. .".t':.:"f::.!::'.2t.~ ....... - ... ~~!-:A£:~~:~:l~i 
(New York: M.E. Sharpe Inc. 1986) p.l 

:;:;9, h!c.:TiiJ Xi:?hc, "Dr2muc:r··;::\c.·/ i:~nd Ch.inP•::.c-~ Comrm.mis-".m" ,, 
i~:t~~-~~~---···LJ:~.f ... t_ .. J~i-~~~--~·.L;j.:.i.:?..~:::~ , f"·-tc( :: l ::) .:t :• ,J .-:~. r1 ---r:· t:~ b --~- 9 8-~~ :o ~=- r. 6.::2 

.tj.() t: I b.id; .: .. :-' 
CJ-.. :·-:: 



the abstract plane of democratic reform .in 

the devolving of greater 

.1r1 the sphere of literature and 

genuine effort to let a hundred flowers bloom and a 

thought contend' thP 

sphere, the election of Peoples Congress at 

1 c•\iE~ J <::- cd' 
4.1 

In the early 1980's thP rPform faction within the 

Party which consisted of leaders like Hu Yaobang and 

Zhao Ziyang wanted to carry out a kind of 

reform under the dictatorship of the Communist Party on 

the one hand, while thP popular masses specially in 

urban areas called to the One-Party 

monopoly on the othPr. At the enlargPd sPssion of 

Politburo in August 1980 Deng pointed out that the 

reform of the State structure was necessary to reduce 

bureaucratism, to terminate life tenure for the cadres 

c-:tnd to eliminate overlapping responsibilities; 

patriarchal style of leadership, and over concentration 

and to promote¢ democracy and collective 



l f:?!] c-:i 1 

Ch:i.nes'E! F·.,·t·'/···-f~3t2.t..f:.> ·-fF:.'J t. .i "\-:. 

to make some concessions to smoothen the 

Socialist democracy 

by the Party, as guaranteeing democratic 

rights within the framework of overall Party Control, 

and relaxation was seen as an indispensible condition 

for emancipating 

scientific and technological progress. 

Various intrepretations of socialist democracy and 

the Dictatorship of the Proletariat can be found 1n 

.~··f. 
'.. . .': 

79 which gave a different 

prominent dissident 

to the 'Li Y1 Zhe group,so called 

tht? 

ex-Red Guard leaders Li Zhengtian, Chen Yiyang and Wang 

has summarised its argument d~ follows; 

42. As cited in, Burns and Rosen, n. 37, p.10 
.q.:::;:._., C~s:-E•{]C:~l'" ~3r:::r-Jt:C3f"1;; ''C~h.irlr.:< I~::- (Jf:;p(:.J~::":-.1. t.iCJ(-1~:.'! ~~ r~.~?:~.~ .. --.--.J::::.§~.J..l: 

{i.i0l::{):..t~-~~~ }\~{.":i :: .l ~2:~~ :c ~} t.~ 1 '/-... l~~L~f] 1. C.fEJ(l;: r;~:: -{J4 

44. Ibid, p. 73. 



the proletariat has seized power in 

backward country it is confronted with two choices. 

.it close its doors to -1-:.he outs:.i.df:"'' 

retreat into a regime of 'fedual Socialism', or it can 

the world system and become a 'large scale co-

a 'bourgeois State wthout the 

producing goods for a 

dominated world market. Given the huge size of 

'Co-operative factory' and 

ct.<. 1 t u r· "''· 1 level, the administration OT the economy 
htd-

out not thf?. Vi:?~ngu<i.~rd" 

j_n the Communist Party. 

courses along which such a 

subsequently evolve. the worker's cultural 

rise so that they can gradually be drawn 

into the tasks of State administration; or the workers 

vanguard will become alienated into something opposed 

t.c:5 .i ~ e :'1 d :i.e: t:::1 tot··;::.h.i. p 

the'Communist bureaucrat'. The social basis Tor such a 

In n1s 1980 article 'Restore Genuine Communism', 

Wang deals with this problem of alienation in a much 



more elaborate manner. "It ·f c~~-··· 

dictatorship of the Communist Party to gradually 

loose from control by Socieity and t.L~ ~"·n j__ntr3 

domineering force over society. What starts rn~t as the 

estranged from and turn against the proletariat. 

starts out as the dictatorship of the advanced 

can change into a dictatorship of the 'Communist Party 

bureaucrats' who cloak themselves in the banner of the 

Bureaucratism according to Wang, 

was a phenomenon occuring in a single socialist country 

the producers are not yet really united with the 

means of production and hence the means of 

to act as an alien, opposing 
47 

p!"'e<duc: t :i. on 

Socialist democracy t.hu~::. 

organically out of new economic relations on a new 

and is the political ·for·m thc1t:. 
4B 

corresponds to those new economic relations. 

the Party had escaped from control by the people and 

become a domineering force over Society as a whole . 

. q\~-)" tlJ;:-:·~r·~g Xi::~f·ft:::, "F.c:srH P: l:~:t::·t':.t.tr·: ·rf.:J L~t::·r·~t.ti.r·ft·:! t:·!E~r·>~.i~-rn in 
C~!-:.i..r:Ei '1 

:; t~f.~::~:L L::.f~ .. t~S ... J~:;_t5_\:: .. t.f:~~~f_.5.. r,Jc).. 1:~1 :; f'"1c:t·y·····\Jt.{r-~t2 .1c;~3~) 

q."j' 

... , ..... , 
p t: .• )\:5 l: 

I !:::.id :< 

Ibid, 



The demonstrations were a courageous attempt by the 

people to regain control over a party and a State that 
49 

from the same premise as Wang 

Chen Erjin, a Marxist theoretician has contented 

proletarian Single -Party System, and then 

to a proletarian two - or multi party system 

alone constitutes the truly requisite path towards the 
~:_:<() 

For Chen, party pluralism, under socialism, 

undertake the task of integrating and harmonising the 

divergent interests of all social strata - a tradition 

which having now become an inseparable feature of 

Socialist states, would be sustained under Communist 
'jJ 

p 1 u. ~~·· .:-:·~ 1 .i ::::. rn :.- The principle function of the two 

in Chen's schema, '~· .... Ltt;.:' tc:c 

different social to put 

different strategies and policy proposals towards the 

.£!.?, I i:iic!, p" .1:i2 

~-~~(> " c: J .. ·st: .. ?r·r t::: , ... j i r·} ~ (~.tL:LIJ..s:~: .. !! ............... r;;~x.:s~}.~~~~:~~:.t:.f}f~~-f.t_ ......... ~~JJ£.:.~.~.J~Ll..:~._::~:.!IL i. !_ tJr .. ~ c! C)ri : 

Verso, 1984) p. 34 



consensual attainment of common goals, as prescribed in 

'written Marxist Constitution'~ thereby pl'"C<\.' :i.e! .:\.ng 
~~;2 

an institutional safeguard for Communist opposition. 

liberalised atmosphere of 

and especially in the wake of 

there appeared in China various groups and 

assc~iations, comprising of 

artists and journalj_sts; started under 

their initiatives and 

published unofficial 

public: f)pJ.nJ.<:::tn all over China on social, 

literary themes. 

which were partly autonomous from the 

Chinese Party-State, the embryonic civil society became 

\! :\. ~::- :i. 1:::< 1 "'" " The National Association of 

Press, a nation wide body comprising twenty nine cities 

the country and loosely structured, uni t.inq 

various sources of public opinion across 

.:i.ntc .,, force capable of transforming society', lS one 
r.::··:r 
._J ... ;. 

Another example is the 'Study Group 

Wang Xizhe, n. 38, p. 64 



on Problems of China's Rural Development' of the early 

While this embryonic civil t:,:ik.infJ 

the Chinese Party-state sought to check 

development as seen in the campaign against spiritual 

pollution in 1983, against bourgeois liberalism in 1987 

finally the Tiananmen crackdown by 

the two former movements stressed on 

superiority v1s a vis the society, 

third showed the coercive repressive character of the 

The anti-'spiritual po11ution' 

campaign of 1983, concentrated on the realm of CIJlture 

~::.pee: :.\.a l l y literature/ and concepts such as humanism 

came to be challenged by the Party's official 

c r· .1. t. i c ::::. 

:==,.q.:: i''~~-~-c:t··}t.-::~1 Eic)f"!r·~if'! c1nd \/ttr-~~:::. C~l~iF:!\/r-iE·r·· 5 l!~rJ--·jf:.: Jr··it:E-:·J.1E·c::tLl.E~l 

and the State: Social Dynamics of Intellectual 
(itt t n n om·/ D t.i r- :\. n g t 1· .. 1 e F <:::< ~::. t -·· 1-'1 ,::1 o E 1·· ;::1 1 

I , "J:])_g __ r;;~_hA.U.0 .. 
..C.l.~:!.i.~.C~t.E:>=.l..:;::, l'·lo. :L?·:;;·, f::lf2pt, 1_(?9.1,. p" :3-T'~., 

:"'• ~", ., hi t·'!fH:i y i .... ,:,n·· ~::- c:,r·~ ,, " P E:' <'•. 1 .i :::. m , i''l o d l:::- r·-rd. ~=-m , P; n d ·r h :::?. (.'-l n t i -··· 
• Ep:i ~·- .i.. tu.::1 J Fn 1 Jut :.i. on· ~· c .::~mp,:·, .i. iJf"l In Ch .1.1-.•<'.~ ,, '' .tli:.=:.Q.§:l::.n. 



alientation was an outqrowth of the decadent western 

societies; and the practioners of modernism in arts and 

it: c:.r~ 

literature is an indication of modernization. 

discussions while asserting the dogmatic 

the Party had occured as a result of 1 i be r- E<.l :i. •:;.~:?d 

atmosphere prevailing in China, wherein 

themselves, in seminars and conferences. 

The tradition-modernisation theme which dominated 

these confrontations in the political, 

spheres had prompted the Party tc• mou J. c! d 

·socialist spiritual civilisation· ~o keep in check the 

detr:i.mentt~ 1 effects to the Party's hegemony as the 

modernization process got underway. by 

the reforms faction within the Party when intellectuals 

Fang Lizhi, Liu Binyan and Wang Ruowang, 

an overhaulding of the Chinese political 

the conservative faction within 

j_ t. E:\~:. 
.. 
T.f"iE: 



against 'bourgeois liberalism' was initiated. lhe 

demands for liberalisation of the political structure 

a multi-party democracy, 

strengthening of the legal system and against official 

corruption, and more economic and social and pol :i. t.1.Ci:":l l 

reforms~ and led to the resignation of Hu Yaobang, the 

general secretary of Communist Party of China on 16th 
~~rE~ 

1987, who suported the demonstrations. vJ.i. th 

becoming a major 

as a result of economic modernization which 

had spiralled making the life of the urban dwellers 

t he> 
otl\w, 

.. ,.J
d f::.mon c:::. t Pd 

1\ 

the same time the inability for the society to control 

its own destiny. The dichotomy between 

Society became more evident, although the Civil Society 

manifested its weakness and its subservient position in 

relation to the Party-State. 

The erosion of Party legitimacy was the immediate 

out, with unprecedented cultural and moral 

and eccmomic polarization as a result of the economic 

~~ '7 :1 l' C3rj 'y' r::; ~·::; .i c h ( E-::{:] ) !l JJJ.~ ... r: fl.iDJ~~-~~~~s:~·-··-··~r:::.s~~2J.LJ..~.~ ... ~.--~~:~m- ..... tt;~.:~:~-~~~T~.f:~EiJ~.:.. 
f~~~~r~~::-r;~~1.s.;.j~:j;..·.~~::-.. §~_f:.~: .. ___ s::~EJ .. _ .. J~~f~r:.:.:tE!.9 ........ J .. :?:..Q.:? .. 5 ........ ( t .c:.n<..Jc,~1 ~ r-=1:: E: .... ~:;t .. iE\~:~J:)f?! =' 

I r1 c: 5 l ~?~~~(1 ) :- ~:< .-; :~:; 1 

Conservative Criticism of Political and 

JJ...q;. June 1988, p. 198. 
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The Pa~ty's attitude towards democracy was 

unequivocally put by Deng on April 1987 to the Hongkong 

Basic Law Drafting Committee Delegation, ln which he 

democracy consists .... .. c 
1..!! 

and of the separation of the th~ee powers 

We are not opposed to parliamentary 

elections in the West. In China we do not practice the 

separation of powers, or a bicame~al system. 

the ~ystem of a single National Peoples Cong~ess, which 

to China's ~eality .... oecause we have a 

population of one billion, as the peoples cultu~al 

is also insufficient, conditions a~e not 
r:= :''") 
·-p~ 7 

While on the one hand 

State has shown its intransigence 

it has been the economic ~eforms initiated 

by the Party that has provided the social and economic 

base for the emergent Civil Society. 

lS true both of urban and rural 

decent~alisation and decollectivisation as well '.:!or'.:: 

private enterprises, and 

!::!' r::;= .. c:: j_ t. f:':! c~ .i ~-~ ~t r::~ t.l.J ,:.i ~-·· t r:: E~ c ~--~ i·-· :·::·~ rn !; t f c: h .i ?"'i E:~ Pf ·f t f.-:~ ir' -t:. !•··l E' 1 :::~ t h 
c::cH'f ~} ~:-· E:::s !::. .::Lt~~~-----S:~.tl;LrJ..:~~!-.... _~~1.\ .. !.~~.(~_:tf~J:~:...t::l ~ j\j{) r. J..q. ' J t.~ f') E~ l ~::tt3~:.3 ; 
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zones in the coastal 

lines with the participation [) -r 

capital in joint ventures has had the overall effect of 

setting up of independent bases of 

au~onomous from the State. The introduction of 

market mechanism has also strengthene0 

which pressurise the State frrm without 

guarantees and continued feforms. Although the State 

controls the economy as seen :i.n 

there has been a constant erosion of 

The reform policies in the rural 

gradually expanded 

e.t 

corporate/associational levels; it has increased 

scope for capital mobility through joint enterprises of 

the beginnings of joint ~::. t. C:c C: f ·:. 

and private credit 

structure and dynamics of the rural economic system are 

rapid and potentially fundamental 
61 

which point in the direction of private Capitalism. 

This had led to the decline in the ability of the 

-::'::• (i /: C::i c~ rr· c! {) l""i \t\i f···~ i t. f:? :1 I! ·r f·1 E.':.· I if"J p .:~ c: t·. () ·f E: c 0 r·! C:t tn .i c: F: E-:t ·f C] r- rn ::;. i n 
·r f1 f:': c~ f·s i. r-1 E~ ~::. E~ c~ c~ L\ f~~ t r· .. ·:l s:. i. cf <:::: :• ! f .t!.£:.rlY~ .. r.~!l_J=~ f!J.~.El.5] , '-/ () 1 :1 J. :?:~ ?i 

No. 4~ October 1987, p. 421. 
61 Ibid, p. 422. 



Party-State to control and regulate grassroots rural 

life, which has facilitated a resurgence of traditional 

politics based on J. DC i3.l :i. t y, k :Ln::c..h.i p ~, 

and even secret societies, and constitutes a 

potentially powerful basis for communal r)c~ 1 j_ t i c -:3 l 

organisation and for the cooperation or penetration of 

official institutions. 

In the urban areas the economic reforms have glven 

to ;-· '! ;;;, '"· r.: ... ··- -· .... ··- ·~· =' 

intellectuals and entrepreneurs as a 

power, who have and 

backbone of the protest movementsp some more articulate 

Many of the research organisations and 

associations demanding democracy were funded by private 

.... -· '! ·-· r t3 .i t.:·: 

these that claimed f.A\b I .i.e 

the one established by Fang Lizhi, 

advocate of multi-party democracy, in May 1988 with his 

wjfe LiShu~ian and students in the Univiersity campus 

The Beijing Institute for Sociology ano 

~-~ Ibid, pp. 427-428. 
Michel Bonnin and Yues Chevrier, n. • .. ::: ·~,1· 

... .f ..... •• , ~) " 



1. () ·.::: 

Economics, Chinese University of Public Administration, 

the Chinese Federation of Economic Associations were 

organisations that were partially or fully autcmomous. 
(:_,.q 

Thus the movement towards social autonomy unfolded 

.in the changing framework created by institutional 

decentralisation F·!C:Df"!Oilli.C 

autonomous bodies were carved witin or outside of state 

business ventures of a semi official 

private nature, that no longer depended on Party-state 
l:.~ ~5 

According to Bonnin and Chevrier, " 

sphere of economic and social pluralism emerged between 

the official sphere of the State and the private sphere 

of the individual, but no independent political 

was associated with it; an unbalanced situaticm which 

the death of Hu Yaobang on April 15th 

student demonstration took place at the Tianamen square 
<::= / 

his passing away. 

that make a group, according to Rubie Watson 

65. Ibid, pp. 576-577 

Tony Saich (ed), n. 
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an unique feature of Chinese 

culture, thus the Monument to the Revolutionary Heroes 

officially approved surface mean1ngs capable of evoking 

subversive hidden mean1ngs. 

I !"") 
C)C:~ 

The Beijing spring of 1989, which continued upto 

the capacity of the demonstrators in 

evoKlng collectJve memory, which in the post-Mao period 

traced to the protests of 1976. 

agenda of the demonstrators in the days following the 

mourning of Hu Yaob.ng came in to full view of the 

This was also facilitated by the intra-

party conflict, between Zhao Ziyang and Li 
t'::~ ~:~~ 

the management of economic reforms. 

that differentiate this movement 

the earlier ones, for Corrina Barbara Francis were; 

"""'~ 
rn C• \:'F.·: .. ~n t 

1'-
.1n 

of China to be driven by the idea that society has the 

to an identity independent of the State and 

68. 0~ted in, Richard Madsen, n. 14, p. 192-193 
69. Michel Bonnin and Yues Chevrier n. 53, p. 589. 



It.~::. the institutional 

strategic methods of democratic 

representative organisatj.on, a public 

framework of operation, non-violent activity, and broad 
~?(i 

the movement which called 

and was not able co implement 

system ur direct election nor redefine the role of 

the Communist Party; in principle it achieved society's 

to organise independently and to 

embc:,c:Jy inq 

principle of democratic 

pc~ J .it :i. c i::ll The 

organisations that played the key role in movemer1t were 

the student organisations I:i.ke 'Autonomous Student 

Beijing Universities ano colleges·, 

'Beijing University Students Group for Dialogue' the 

intellectuals ~n Beijing with the 

.i. r·~ C~ f·s i r-.~ E~ ~ -r ~~·~ s~ ~3 p ~:-· i r1 q c~ ·f .1 C::l fJ :7 ! ! , f~ ~: :i. ~j.~J ........ §.~ .... ~.J:.~:(~?;~.~~:: ~ 
Vol. 29, No. 9, Sept. 1989, pp. 898-899. 

71. Ibid, p. 899 



the workers with the 

Autonomous Federation' 

Joint Committee of All Groups' established on August 

freedom of the press, rule of l:.iE'ti":.er 

treatment of intellectuals and the affirmation of the 

Taking advantage of 

the States obvious weakness and near 

politically motivated whole at the level of an activist 

and clearly towards the instiutionalisation 

:tn 

to the strength of thF:! 

the Post-Tiananmen pnase, 

t.h;;:.,t C:l.\i:i.I 

social 'Crevices' caused by State decay by traditional 

clan, religious and underground forces; the decline of 

participation to an all time low level; 
"74 

the fundamental collapse of social 

72. Michel Bonnin and Yues Chevrier, n. 53, p. 589 
:-;·::::;. IL<id 



China's exiled dissident has stressed the need 

Tor the construction of China's Civil 

the third alternative to the 

inevitable dilemma between Communist authoritarianism 

tc 

local authorities, the stabilization and 

of grassroots economic organisations, and to creat~ a 

'substitutive political force as the vanguards of the 

Still others like Liu 

credible socialism. The past failures and successes 

have prepared the ground for, rather than destroyed, 

Although the hegemony of the Party 

has continued in the post-Tiananmen phasse, there has 

been a considerable erosion ~n 

Party-State has consecutively become weaker, de;olving 

certain concessions like the Litigation Law of 

which specifies how citizens can 

~-~ t..~ 1: L .. i Ll E{ i r·f "•/ E:~ r·: ' ! 
1 -r h {:-::-· F' tJ. t. u. )""' f:? C) ··f c: r .. i .i r·J ;;:~ ! ! , t·:!!~~~~XL_..J~:::.§~:f_t ___ J:~~gt~:::: .. ;~ .. ~:~kL 

No. 194., July-Aug 1992, p. 16 



who nave wrongfully treated them. 

As the reforms continue on 

front, the demands for a legitimate Civil Society will 

gather momentum, as alternative structures of 

The success or the failure of 

State ln coopting these autonomous centres of 

con tn:5 11 inq the ill-effects of Market Socialism l :i. kE?! 

the growing disparities, combE•.t.:i.ng 

corruption and bureaucratism will ultimately decide the 

fate of the awakening political consciousness all 

the concept of Ci\ii.l 

No. 127, Sept 1991, p. 460 



On the threshhold of the year 2000,China, 

dissident intellectual Chen Erjin put it aptly seems to 

be at crossroads socialism. Unlike Chen's optimistic 

a true socialist democracy, 

.1. ;;::. nt?o·-·· 

authoritarianism. Most of the Chinese observers are 

unanimous on one point, that the road China has chosen~ 

that of economic modernisaticm ,along capitalist 

• is irreversible. Although the state sector is still 

the 1 c:\!'··qps:.t :.i.n Ch:i.nc:t ~· there now seems tn be 

distinct mode of pr~juctions ,the capitalist as well as 

the socialist~ existing in tandem. 

to a recent observer Lin Chun, 

Tiananmen phase , the fc~us of attention for 

almost the entire population is neither class struggle 

the people but money and wealth. The 

introduction of the ever expanding market mechanism 

which has caught on faster than socialism has resulted 

in ·'commodity fetishism'·. This has loosened the grlp 

o·r the state over the economy and market for·c~-:::s hold 

in China now.Since Tianamen there has been a 

considerable erosion in the Party state s 1 ~~u it i mac y , 

and the populace has reacted with apathy and cynicism. 

That the state would not tolerate demands fo~ democracy 

has been made clear by sending Wei Jingsheng,the 

proponent of liberal democracy durinq 



~ .i.l() ! 

C< ·f 1978, back to jail after serving a si~teen 

year sentence. The values that were held sacred during 

in the political,moral,social 

sphere have been 

!he capitalist transformation of the economy has also 

inequalities, disparities between various 

sections of the populace, as well as geographical areas 

result of the setting 11n ·-·i-· Ec:oncm:.i.c 

never before, as political stability gaurenteed by the 

state increases the flow of foreign capital to China. 

The economic prosperity while giving rise 

t.hE· c hr·on .i c problems which are seen in 

capitalist societies like unemployment and int::>qu;::il.i ty· 

,has also guarenteed ,ironically support 

state.This 1s partly also because of the fallout of 

r3!:~, .it h.::i!:'· been C::E\J. 1 ff:.'d c:.f 

introduction of the market reforms and 

countries and Russia. Thus state regulated capitalism, 

with Party monopoly is seen as a middle p!:.ith th.~~t 

avoids both the fallouts of a 'shock treatment' of the 

economy and the anarchy of a society like China's might 

into which has a long history of 

rule,if democratic pluralism was introduced overnight. 

In the meanwhile the fate of the Chinese civil 

to go underground as official 
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status has been denied to any group or association 

which ~~Ids views opposite to that of the Party state. 

Its revival as a legitimate body may occur only when 

The much touted change in leadership has taken plt:tcP 

with the conservatives in control of 

Party and state machinery. .:i. r·1c:: i. dent. 

,;,~ J. t.houq h to an erosion of Party prestige 

Party has united in the face of c::onfrcmtation with 

society , as the old fear of Cultural Revolution ~-:,till 

While the civil soc:.i.ety /F'uf:.,J. ic 

paradigm in the light of renewed Party hegemony seems 

limited and will have to be redefined, the continuation 

o·f ec:cnnm.i.c reforms will vastly help the growth of 

autonomous centres of· power whose demands would also 

rise propotionately, from sharing the economic 

to that of political freedom , which may chart the 

incipient Cl.\ii.I 

the East European countries and even 

has returned Social democrats 

·to the-:: con t.i.nued e::.; i '!:· tencE• of c .i . ..,, .i 1 ~:.oc.:t.r.::-ty 

which can create its own destiny rather than depending 

on a parochial Communist Party elite whose interests 

does not exceed the continued hegemony over society. 
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