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tbe l'acul.\J of the Cea.ta tor tbe Stu41' of Regional 

De..,lopmaat oormeoted with tbe popUlation prosramme baa 

remalaed conal"b.ect tor some tlJDe p~t w ltb the p.roblems of 
. ' 

Nral-vban oleasit&oatloa ot bdla's popUlation end h¥ 

been of the Ylev that a thNe-wa¥-o1ass1tleatlon ot tbe 

sett1eJfle!lts into rural, aemL.vban (Old vban wo\114 ba more 

moanSaghl ard reveelmc ot the In41an :eal.lty tb.a the 

pl"eaent two..wq.Clas&Uicatton. !be faculty telt tbat 

1t woUld 'be usehl to unttertalte a exercJ.ae to reolass1f1 

tbe eettle•ats ot aay· one State 1ft la4la into tbe three 

o.a~cor••a 1»1 ut111z1Dg several alternat.tve ot-1terta. 

W:t.tb. this end 1rl view u exerciSe was planned to 

recl.aas 1f.7 tbe aettlecents of .Mahar.aabtra into rural, 

S~mi.u.rilno 8ft4 Vbm b7 US J:q the folloWing tour. 41tfaNnt 

ortterta. 

a.) 7o cons14el' ell urban places vttb population less 
thaD. ao,ooo an4 aU Yillages wtth population more 
than 61000 as semi-urban. · 

b) Without: regard to tbe 1oaal· gove.mment status, to 
~Pl1' the three cr1ter1a o~ the urbs.Q dettn1t1oD 
to those places wb1cb have been 4eclan4 as towns 
and Ngard those settlements as aemi-urbaa 
which do not •et tbese criteria. S1mtU.tansouslr, 
t•et tbe ttu.ral places on tbe bas 19 ot the same 
oriterla an4 regard those v11.lage as semt-u.rbm 
vht~h sat1af7 these .requirements. 

I (I 



IV 

c) Bt taking oertain 4emograph1o obaracterutlcs 
like dens lty, sex ratio, literae1 rate 1 work 
pert1clpat1on rate ot tbe total and female popUla
tion, arrlva at the categorJ ot seml..urbaft places. 

. 4) 81 COmt14e6lng tlte a'lallabU..1ty of a certain 
minimum ot so:clal &mf)n1t1el 1n the uban areas 
to arrive at the eatecort ot semS..urball placaa. 

!lie present attdv -18 a part of thie maJo~ atut.ty. An 

effort has beon mads he~e to look at the problem l>F cons 14e

f'lng all I'Ul"al aottJ.ements wltb popUlation &1000 an4 above 

an4 all urban aattleraanta v1th popUlation below ao,,ooo as 

semi. urban. 

fbe stu4J' Js 4:1v.ld.e4 into au Chapters. Chapter l 

eaplaw the problem aQ4 its obJective~.. A brief dlscusston 

of tbe related ~esearch and-scope of tbe stU47 1ft relation 

to area coverage, unit ot tbe studJ .and tttoe perapec.t.lft 
' 

·b.aa also been g19en be.re. Methodology to• tht'ee-wa.y. 

olesstt.1cat1on has been tO::pla1ne4 !rt Cbapt&r II. AD l.ntro

ductlon .. o.r settlement pattern vlthlrl tbe 41t1"erent pogra., 

pbical re glens of Hab.ara11btra Stat& has been glYen ta 

Chapter 1:11. C:haptel' IV presents tbe f1n4Snga of the thteo

var-class iticat•OA ot sottlements 8ru\ tbe lr population.. 

An anal7S is or tba &oclo.economl.c an4 deJDOgraphie iq)llcations 

ot class1t1cat1on ot settlements 1n rural,semLrurban aa4 urban 

sa presented s.n Chapter v. !he final cbapter summarlses the 

·findings and a .. ges'tlons tor pol1oy makeftt an4 tor future 

research in this area. 

\Jee__ ~ t... ?Q/t 
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Dm!OJlllCTIQ! 

1te.1 Ersblem . tQl: . !;be §1im\YJ. 

itural•~ban classitiaat1on has been a tra.dttione1 

Md ln:tportant <dassiftea.tion of human ~ettle~ents throughout 

the world:.. '!he Ul'ban and· l"llral. dichotomy is often used as 

yed•stick tor 1nternat1ona1 socio•eaonomic comparison and 

as a rough measure o'i{ socio-+eeonotaie l."evolut1on of each 
.:: .. . 1 
.country ..... , • 

. ~ lnd1a1 too, the diebotomQus i.e'• rural and urban 

cl.a.S$1fice.t1on Of Settl,ements bas always been considerE;ld, 

slgniticant and necess9.17 f:r.-om. the v:Lew point of assessing 

th_e differential. 1n the soei~, eul turaJ.t economic and 

demographic characteristics ot the population. But 'what 

is l'Uralt What is Urban f 'l'hese are the questions vhich 

stm echoed. 1n. the haJ.J.s of lnternat1.onal seminars and 

A study ot the history ot the origin of human settl.e• 

ments and their classification as rural and urban l.'eveals 
" - . . 

.... ... ~ ......... -~ -.. . •: -- ~ ... -. -.. -.. --- -·• ,., .. ~- .. --·~ ---·. ~ . :; ~ 

1~. Cha:rls ~. Stewartt 1ftle Rural .. V,ban DichotomY'. in ~ex:igan 
Jo.v.rnaw\ s;tt Sp~Aa:.YJ--62{2) l Bept~mber 19581 .fl. 12: 

!t. Asb1sh lose; .VZbif'satJ&>n. in . ID~9 An lnventor:r ot 
souree Ha.teria.lJ ombay Academ1T ress; 1970, p. 7ot. 

1 / 
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that rural arid urban classitlcat.lon of settlements ta a 

tunct ioD or a tev soclo-economlc ana 4emograpb.lc rectors 

-as. well aa closely relat&4 to adm1n1Strat1ve, po11t1cal, 

cultural. an4 hlstorloal oons14erat1ons, 3&4 1!he concept 

ot an urban. area vsual.17 presupposes· an environment 41tterent 

from that ot rural. areas 1n t~ of pllya1oal. environment 1 

tbe mode ·or 11te and social an4 pot.1t1ca1 con.d1t1ona6 and 
in defining urban aNd, nations ha'Ve adopted varlo119 

oomb!Dat tons of demograpbtc1 cULtural and polltleol crlterla 

_to reoop.tse t.be u.rban euvlronment. United , •. at tons has 

!dent 1tle4f"lve ma3or conaepta among tbose used l.n chttning 

urban areas 1 a4m1n1strat1ve areas, popUlation s1ze1 local 

sovenmtent a~as, urbao. obaracter1st1cs and preclo:miftant 

economics activities. 6 

In India the 41cbotomous ctass1t1cat1on ot settlements 

baa 'baen carted out, by tbe census ot Inilla, on tbe basis 

3. Pb.111p.·~ M.Bauser; •tJrban1eat1on; an Over_v1ew1 tn PbU1p 
M.Hauser and Leo F.SctmoN (e48) I lbl !tUAX,Q' lh:l>llliM~I.QA, 
lev iork, J'obn W.lley 4 Sons, Ino., 1967 PP• 1 • 30. 

4. Balf furi'lert ~ ·ilmA' Q~al. ~~i411}1gDI; Poundatlon ot 
C1Y11Jsat1oa, •w ¥ork, iCrav HJ.ll,, 1941, Yol.I, p.270. 

6. Donald J ..•. Bogue J eatngaJ.es ~!11Qa£1PbZ; Hew York, 
l'obn. WUley and Sons, Inc., . · , p.. 465. 

e. c., Chandrasekaran. and tt.c.zachar'iab; •Concepts used :La 
4et1ning urban population and dat.a avaUable on itt 
Ch.a!'acterJ.atlcs in countries ot Soutbem As tat • In ONBSCO 4 
~en-~. DiUI~ JA .. Ssm1;t:m A!ia1 Beport at · 

g1ona1 cmtnar, ~~ 1962.,lhi~'i:JW.SCO Resecrob 
Centre on Social and Eoonom-.c Development 10 South Mlat 
1964, pp. 51 .... 70. 
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distinct differentia.tlons of' one place from another 1n 

relation to some ~r ~he soc1~eeonom1c," demographic and 
. 7 

adm1nistr~tive eh~acteristies. For example, at the time 
• - t ' 

of the 1961. and 1971 census, l!rb§ll areas were de~i~d as : 

{a) all places with a Hunicip&lity,' Corporation; 

Cantonment or notified town area, 

(b) all other places Which satisfy the following 

criteria. :-

( i) a minimum population or s.ooo 
{ 11} atle as t 75 per cent or the male working 

popUlation ·being ~on.. agricUltural, 

(iii) a density or population or atleast 400 
2 . 

persons per km (i.e .• 1,000 per sq. mUes) 

(c) The Directors were given SQme discretion in 

respect or some marginal eases in consultation 

• with the State Govt. to include some pla~es 

that nad other distinct urban characteriStics and 

to exclude the undes-erving eases. 

-----·--------------------------------------------------
7. Census of India; The General Population.Tables• Series· 1, 

part II.A( i), Delhi Manager ot Publicatio~~ 1974,p. 44 &: 47. 

* Although leaving room f'or vagueness and discretion, the 
last (e) criterian was intended to cover newly founded 
indust:rial areas, large .housing settlements or places 
of tourist impor~ance which have bee.n recently served 
with all civic amenities. 



Dural 1 The popUlation not covered by settlements cleflned 

as urban 1S treated as rural 1n the Indian census and the 

babltations ue cellocl •vUlages •. The concept ot ·a vUlage 

used 1n tbe Indian census Is that ot a revenue village whiob 

some times can consiSt or a number ot bab1tat1ons mown b7 

separate .names tm4 can at otber times be evet:l untllhatlted. 

fo quote the Indian Census f 

'It s boUld 'be borne 1n mind that tbo concept ot a 

Village S.. not 4emosraph1c but adm1n1strat1Ye. AfJ a general 

rule it represents a parcel of land, the boWld.rles ot wblcb 

· are 4etin~d and settled by· a Revenue SurVGJ' or by a cadestral 

survey. It maJ bet but need not alvaJS neoessaru.v be a 

s1nS].e bouse cllllter with a .local. name, marlt1ng ita d18t1no-
• • •• t1l"eneas • a residential looal.1ty. Thus, 011 the basts 

of the above 4et1n1t1ous• huan settlements all over India• 

have been olase1t1ed lnto two tnes ot settlements-rural 

and urban, wh1cb b.ave · turthel" been categorised between 

various &1ze.groups of popUlation as glYen below •· 

Btn\AL & fbree broad categor1•s 8 vls; 

I - VUlages w1th lesa than _2,000 persons 

( i) less than 200 pen ons 

( 11) 200 .. 499 pet"'Sons 

( 111) 500 - 999 persons 

(tv) 1,00 - 1,999 persons 

···---------------... --.---.,-~ .. --... -----~----------.-.------------··-----.,. ........ 
•• Census ot In41at 196lJ Part ll-A1 Demographic Tables, p.2 
8 lbiel, p. 151. 
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II - VUlages with 2,000 ,... 9t999 persons 

(1) 2;000 • ••999 persons 

(11) s,ooo - 9,999 persons 

Ill - VUlages with 10;000 and above persons. 

All towns and urban agglomerations bave 

bGen grouped into t'ollo~1ng six cl~ses ;9 

Glass It Population or l,oo,ooo & above 

Class II ... Population or 50,000·99,999 . / 

Olass III .. Population or 2o.,ooo .. 49,999 

Class IV ..... Population ot 10,000.19t999 

Class V - Population ot s.ooo- 9,999 

Class · YI - Population ot less than s,ooo 

.out ot a total tmmber :or s, 79,062 settlements in 

India, 3,126 settlements have been defined as 'urban.' 

· conslSti·ng ot around 20 per cent or tbe total Indian popu

lation. WhUe all the remaining s, 75,936 settlements have 

been treated as rural inhanited by about 80 per cent or 

the total popUlation ot lnd1a.10 

Row tbe quost1on arlsea whether tbe presently exiSting 

rural and urban classitication of' settlements is appropriate 

_in today•s India ? or one ma)" ra1se the question& Does the 

9. Ibid, P• 181 

10• Ibid, P• 54 

@_ .Recording to the convention ot Indian census any urban place 
vitb a population exceeding l,oo,ooo 1s called 1 city• 
wh1le rest ot the urban tlaces are called towns. 



arbitrary tt.iv141ng line (drawn b7 census ot ln41a) between 

ral'al and urban repnaeat the .real ancl oleu 41st1n.otlon 

between •ar1ous settlements ot today'• Irdla as appropria. 

tely as it oould ln the late mediaeval or ear17 den 
• ll'ld.la ? Such problem ariSes because to4&F tbe Countr1 

· lS \mdergo1ng a process ot transformation term agrat.~an 
\ 

to industrial soo1ety. In the context ot mass proctu.otton 

and comparatively quick tronaportat1on in tba wake ot 

li'14ustr1el1satlcn, the urbaniSation seems to be a laert\er 

orosslng phenomenon to<lav, while a tew decades ago wben 

the ohanga was less rap141 tbere appeared~ to be reasaonable 

balanced between tba maoJ"OStructuros of two social :reall

ttes• the ,rural and urban. au.t now the 1n.creas1ng l.mbalanoe 

between tbe old urban an4 rural macrocosms is givlq 

r1Se to a th1rd social. reallty11
• (1dec.t1t1ed here ao 

semt.vban) . , 

Soma studies have sbown that mere 4el1m1tat1on of 

tbe Hunlelpal boun4rJ.es does not 11m1t tbe ubat1 process 

at 1ta eclge.12 Tho adJo1rd.Dg rural oo~un1t1ea 1n tbe1r 

ooune of deYelop•nt tend to acquire increas 1nc11 s .imUar 

cbaraoter18t1os as thoce ·or the urban areas •13 on- tbe 

..... ---...... -------------···..---·--------------~--111!11'--------.----'*' ......... ----·-· 
• Wbsn mos.t ot the cities had crown I'Ound tbe prlnoelt 

Courts, seats of sons_, pU_ grim centMa end temple& etc • 
. but no1: in the Vake ot moctern tndustrlaliaation. 

11. H.B.!r1vedl; U.zJwD19ma -A flllf-P~lAU; Atma llam &. Sons, 
Delhl, 19?6, PP• 10-11. 

12. Jteport ot Rural-Urbm Relntionsbip Committee I ( Govt •. ot 
In41a, Mini.Str¥ of Health &: Family Planning, J'une, 1966) t 
Yol 1, Beport1 P• 37. 

13. Ib1d. 
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otber baai rua11sm .as a way or llte 1S pre'talent in many 

towns or llldla. People .11ft 1ft vban places·· many or tbem 

are 'lery mucb. rural :tn tbe1r VQ¥ of lite• Because, although 
• urban WG~S or llfe aro not new to ln4.1a. G'fen than one 

t.t.ncls tbat most ot tbe o1t1esttowns of to4ay•a 1ft41a nave 

grown by a44ttt.ona a4 aggloiDirat1ons of smaLl and large 

villages and. by inclua ion ot rural mtgrents pushed ·o\tt ot 

the villages by economic preaaure.14 

Tbe v111age£h:wh1ob are, senel'ally, a1tuate4 at 

couutable 41Stanoe trom cities or large towns or near tbs 

bltebvBJS or ra.JJ.wa,r.'L stations etc. bave :mlx (Rural and 

u'ban) soo1o.econom1c cbaracteriatt.ca iA terms ot electr1-

e1t1, water StJpply 1 c1v1o amen1t1es, housing .. s,vstem an4 

use ot maobs.nery to supplement Wol'k. and so on.1s On the 

otber han4 •aura1..urban -latlonsbip Colllllttoe' totmd tbat 

even lt tbe modest tests wltb reference to • 

(a) Potable water supply 1 

(b) Street lt.gbtening, prererabl1 electrlct 

(c) dremage, atleast pucca surface 4raf.na; 

(d) Surfaced roads and streets. and 

..................... ----··-------···-----··.-------................................. .. 
• As historical. ev14ences show that ln earl7 egos, In41a 

developed well planDed cltles suob as AFo4bta, Indore. 
p.-ta, Pa.tl.1putra an4 many others. 

14. lb1d, P• 10 
15. B.K.. RotbUmaiL J AI IQPDQ.Qb ~~ •. ~.J!aq ~111 JA idiaf 

Census Publication, lew Delhi; 1974. 
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(e) ·. :. sanitation, conservacy and arrangementstor the 

dl.sposal. ot refuse and prevention ot epidemics 

were &Jtpl1eclt ~large number or towns (mostly with popUla

tion less tban 50,000) did not satiSfy tbe same.16 fhe 
++ . . rural elements commonly appear 1n Indian urban sett.lngs · 

and reflect certain aspects of soclo.eeonomlc conditions 

ot the urban dwellers.17 

A stat1St1oal discussion ovet- the two.-way.classitt,., 

cation ·ot. settlements w1tb reference to censWJ criteria 

also 41E~closes tbe problem of 4ravtzng the 41v1d1ng llne 

between tbe rural and urban areaa. Rural-Urban Relation

a hlp Comm11:tee's report mention's that 1961 Census of 

India classified &Sf, man7 as 41197 places w1tb population 

·var71ng trom s,ooo to ao,ooo as rural., although a number 

ot them· ba;d urban local bodies wbUe 829 places class 1t1e4 

as urban, mostly witb popuJ.atlon ot s,ooo an4 above,- ha:.d 

16. }lural.Urban Jielationsbip Committee's Report; op .• c1t 
p •. 26. 

' 

++ For ·example Wandering cattle&, the presence of bUllock 
carts • or 'fendor& selling. Covdung .. cakeS or the condi
tions ot main streets, sc~tty of dr1nlllng water supply 
and so on. 

17. B.F.Hoselitzs ·•The role or urbanisation 1n economic 
devel. opment; in. Roy Turner (e4); IQ4Dtft Vrban..lutna.t 
Berkeley and Los Angles, Cal.tom1a, 19 2; .,. 17L-72. 
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panob&~ats. 18 It has been observed • •• •.. fbe cenDus ·ot 

both. the timt points ·bas tailed to provl4e 8ft unamb1guo• 

list or tba urban local bodlea the oocureaoe ot. vblob at 

a places would automatloalll' glve t.~plaoe ttw status ot 
. . . l 

town. Tb11 ambiguous 4eser1ptton regat41ng tbe exiStence 

. of u.rban 'loCal selt.go~e.mment 'bodies bas 1od to .adoptlon 

ot dltterent criterion in 41tterent States..... It may 

also be meat1one4 that cr1ter1a tor gran.tlna a looal 

aelt.goftrnmeat bod1 to ·a part1oUlatr place 41fttur trom 

State .to State.•19 on tbe basiS ot three etllplrioal tests 

ot 1961 cenaus to declare an anra urban• 803 town of 1961 

oeDS\JS were 4eelase1t1ed on the eft ot 1961 census wbUe 

443 rual places were brought in u.wter urban eatego&'l·• 

2:68 towns wttb population.. less than s,ooo were &lao class1-

tled ;as urban tor special cbe.racterlsttos. 20 

Some or tbe placeo v1tb popul.at ion of e~n ao,ooo or 
-

more were aot olassltled as urbm malnl.V bacaute they d14 

not sattsty tbe occupational teat ot 76 per cent ot tile 

vorltinl popt4at10l\ belng engage4 .in a.on-agrio\lltural 

penults ·tbouab bavins some urbaD characte.r1St1os such • 

sboppJ.ag centres, collUDerclal act1vltt.ea and medical. and . __ ... ______ ._._ ......................................................... ~-,. ................. ~ 
Repon of tbe Rural-il.rban Relat1oDSb1p Committee, 
op. ett., P• 25. 
M.K.PNm1, D.B.Gupta aDd A.Kundu; 'A note on the 
conccrpt ot tJrba Ana in 1961 and 1971 census• 
A. Bole et.al (84&) RgpuJ.otiPD S,1&tH.istl U ... IQdios 
Delhi& Vtkas Publ1oations 1 p.3S3. 

20. Deport ot tbe Bural•vbtm Rslat1onsb1p Committee, 
op. clt., p.oo. 



eduoatlonel lnatitutions. al 

in tbSS connection we may also see tbat 1n a etudJ 

Aahtab Bose22 bad applied three ellg1b1llty tests ( b~ed 
on three empi.rtoal teats of 1961 oensus) to each ot the 

urban settlement of the 1961 cans us all4 toWI.d. that out ot 

21100 tous 1ft 1a41a, 1610 tovu (60 per cent) aattst.led 

a11 tbe three eliclbllity testa. But on ·the .l\tasis ot 

el1g1bl.l1ty test based OD all tbe tour census c_.1ter1a 

( ex<Mlpt part C) t.t had. been toun4 that onlJ 43 per cent 

ot the total town could sat1sf7 tbe s.ame. !be stu41 

also reveals that 77 per cent or tbe large •1• towns/ 

cS.tiea (town bavlq popUlation ·more. than 20,000) satutr 

all the tour el1g1b111ty testa while tbts holds true onlt 

in oose ot 30 per cent or the small size towns t..e. 

towns wltb. popUlation less tban 20,000 peJ;'SODS • 'fb1s 

atudJ tuthe,r points out tbat on tM bas l8 ot three ellgt. 

bU 1t1 tests 86 pe.r cent ot tbe large s t• towns qUal.it7 

tor being t.roated aa urban vbile tn cde or small Glm 

town onll 49 per oen' of them q'Qal.ity tor the Sa.r.n9. 

In sbort, lt may be concluded that 1n some settle

menta ot In41a, urbanum tn ito pun torm coUld be es 

d1ft4.~Ult to t1n4 as the pure torm ot rtaalllm in coJQpa

rt~cm to the popUlation acll.ourationa that are molt 

21. Ibl4 .• P• 26. 

2a. Mbtsb Bose, ss;mwa. m Jnt~'·• ua"'&lm .po1ttl.i2lt 
Tata McOrav-HUl Publishing ~o. Ltcl;-.;w Delt\~~1973, 
pp. 48-8. . . 
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rural and those tnat ar.e most urban. 23 Between .the two 

extremes are found· var.ious mixtures of urbanism and rura

l ism :. the one diminishing in the urban-ward direction 
. 24 

and the other diminishing in rural:-ward",direction · and, 

~asically, the problem arises in .relation to the classi

fication of these very settlements, the present class 1ft-
, ' 

cation or which as rural or urban with reference to their 

presently prevailing socio-economic demographic and adminis

trative characteristics, appears, comparatively, to be 

dubious, 

Uri til recently there had not been many s ttidies on 

the areas other tban most rural or most urban.. Although, 

there have been some publications in the field of lndias 

urbanisation which enrich our knowledge with studies 

concerning with variety of problems. of larger 6ities of 

national importance and pattern of' small towns. There 

are other studies on development ot rural areas of India, 

but a very few concerning with the areas which are Qeither 

fully urban nor fUllY rural but lie between the two 

extremes. 
' . 25 

To quote lravati Karve and J' .s .Rana<live. 

--------------------------- ----------------------------
23~ 

24. 

25. 

Nels:: Anderson; The urban Community_, New York, Henry 
Holt. r}. 

Ibid~ r. 
Iravati Karve & J .s .Ranadiv. e 1 ,T~ S oe:al Dmam1Ss Q(J& 
growing Tgwn smd-its SJ£rgmMd,n~ Are_; Deccan ollege, 
Post graduate and Research. Institute, Poona, l965,p.ll4. 



• Antb.rop.o1ogl9 ts have been working on tbe 'batlil 

of two socletloa, an uban an.d a Nr&l, or two 

, cultural trrd.ts; the groat and toe smell, at lt 

tnero wa notblo.c 1a between the two. • 

· It 1J onlY recently tbat tbe ~ppics like rural.

urbeA 'diohoto!IJ' or • ·.cantl.mlurlaG tit-· relation to clos.l. 

fl.eatlon of settlements have attracted the •tteat1on ot 

B1cba.rd n. L1mbel1i27 conctems the ruol-urban. 41obo

to~ b7 S&T1nc •tt 18 as untidy a soc1olog1C~ concept 1n 

ln4la ea tt ia eltu~wbere 1n the worl4• wblle Xadav28 bas 

expnssett the rurel-.url>an 41cb.otomy as an 'f.ltU'e a1 atf'a1 .. 

Wbeft be 88J8J 

• feople aay become uban1se4 in their tbimd.ng and 

beb.avlot&r altboll8h tbey mar not move to a town or 

olt¥~ !bey mat DOt move from agr1ou.lt1U'al work to 

1ad\1fltr1al. woJfk and atUl tbet ~aay be vbant.sed. 

The contention bore ls that though urbanism (urban 

way or lite) 1s distinct from peasant way or lite., 

the1 nee.a aot be exclusive of each other •••• Rural

urban. 41ob.ot0111 1s a usetul conceptual frame ot 
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reference only ·and ts not a reality. • 

Some aoc1olog18t:$ tiave coltted new\ termtnoiogles sucb 

as(.Rurban V111ages'i29&30 or •semi-urban pookets31 and have 

expla1ned these terms as 4lst1nct1ve catesor1ea or settle

ments with unique obaraeter1.8t1es from • rur~' and •vban •. 

Asbts·h Bose32 has class1t1ed the enttre urban populat~on 
1n two classes (1) Bttect1Ye urban population belonging 

to class 1, li & Il~ towna an4 (2) Quasi-urban population 

bel.ong1nc to Glass lY, Y & . V towns (i.e. towns with popuJ.a..; 

tlon below 20,000). In other worcls small s1ze towns neve 

been termed at quasi-vban' areas. Davu33 bas obsel'ved 

that tbet!e sboul4 be a conttnuwa among dl.tterent :sized 

urban places wb.Ue MukberJee34 analysed the controwrcy 

rrom a soc1ol·os1cal perspeetS.ve arul concludes that concepts 

ot ictmt1DUum 1n the context ot _urbanisation and coWiequant 

aoclal 4e•elopmellt mq be ot limited value in India since 

-----------.-.--·----..-..,·----------------.-----------..................... .. 
29. O.Bbaraava_t_ &urban. 41mens1onal Plann1rlg tor ln41a; 

Kbad1gr~¥O!J lebruarr 1967; pp. 373-87. 
30. It.R•11nn1; •RurbaA villages •tn iDD£bi1P gt l~i~s!i&\ 

At II*D RliMI£1 1 Nos • 42 & 43; 1966t PP• 1 3-66~ 
31. a.a.frivedi.; op. cit., PP• 10.21. · 
32. 4Bb1atl. Bo!ie; op. o1t. pp~ 63-4. 

33. K. Davs.s, Tl}.e' RRIU&liltfJ:D ·"' 6A41a &Vi .• !!HI!1ifHU 
Princeton; Princeton ~i P.ress, 1951, PP• 134.44. 

34, S.P.la1Dt 6 ttatua .UJ!tll otgRRD~Itlcm..ktt.o~tr mi.A 
IDdJ.&J Yol. ·. DemograpgJ, ev lh1, Tata Me raw Rill. 

. Pu.bl.l8b1ft8 Co. 19751 p. ?7. 



a. a lgn.ltleal\t rural-urban 41fterence il Dot ev14ent •••. , 

Chatter~ee35 sapw tbat .. maay mtle. oS.t ta• pottrav uan St&oom. 

plete~l, vban• outlook. 01' •apped' bybrSdoa htber that\ 

tu1.1-tle4Ptt urban&secl units. • 

So11e otber aoclal sotentista haYe al.&o made the 

ettorta to 4rav the attention ot p01:tcy makers ot the aat1oaa1 

cievelopmental plana tovatds. the development ot small s1ra4 

tovns ani rua-a:L .areat wb1ch l.~ between. tla two •Sf;remM (ot 

most urban aa4 moat rvel.) an4 c~· plfU' a e igaitloant I'Ol.e 

in aobtevt.rlttt more succeastull.J't tbe sow· ot eoc.to.economlo 

4evelopmenta1 plans. Mura36 111 bie paper. •Growtb Centree 

lm4 Rural-uban continuum• ment,lons about •seat-urban areas• 

wttb Rteren• to tbe I'V<al focal polftts vh1cb can provi4e 

tbo ~edecl lln'ka between a taw large urban caatr.1 an4 too many 

111a11 rural ·settlement$. Be alSo talkS ot tbe lmponanoe 

of large number of small. slzad towQS whloll are •easenUaUI 

nral. • wltb urban latra..structure an4 social tac1l1t tea 1D 

context of 1n41an eooDOilJ'• In one ot b1s papers PNm131 

bas concluded tbat some ·of tbe settlements are not tu111 

.rval. or urban but are the miXture ot the two in te.ns ot 

·WaF ot llfe, 11terao,., oooUpat!cm and bebavtov eta. ard 
.. .. ~ 

lt u not J18tUle4 to olasstt.v thom in either ot tbe Wo 

-·----~---------~------.. -........................................... ___________ _... 

as. R.Cbatter~el '!be ~VSl.lase 41cbotoJD¥ ·1ft India' Ia 
lAD 1f1.Jr¥11at (J'u.tt.September)·, 198S,pp.193-200. 

aa. R.P.Hll.ra, Growth eentres 8114 Rural.-url>aA oontmuum Sa 
A.D.Hoddie 11 (e4) laQQDasdld t;o. kA\ .l&DJ.Umt»lt P•·64 

3?. H.K.PI'emi; 



claa sea l.e. r\U'al or. urban.. In. tb1s connection studies 

or P.B.Das~~ I.P.De$a1, 38 fr1vedl39 an4 otbart in ln41a 

and. llk~ DaviS, 40 · Ruth Glass 41 and other: outs 1de India 

are also note worthJ. 

Although in Iudia, the studlea relating to the 

aN:88•POSSess1ng semt-u~ban charaote.rtatlos have 'been 

scarce and halting but 1n at.nuent societies, considerable 

thought bas been g1Yen an4 ts 'being ll'Yell to such studies. 42 ' 

Man, developed Countries are ot the vt•w that at 41tterent 

times and 1n dltterent places three-tol4 or mUltiple dlstin.. 

ot1on may bave been more meanlngtul. tban the Rural-lll'!ban 

41obotoJ.QJ. 43 In most recent <:ensue of Italy &Del Fedral. 

Bepubl1c or GeJ'many, data are tabidated according to tbe 

·popUlation size of •OoiSUilUrteS • but the explicit cU.stinotion 

between. urban and rural popUlation has 'been odtte4. 44 

Conference ot Europeon Stat1aticlans has suggested that 

.......................... 1!1!11 ...... - ..... -----·-.. -.-. .. .-: ........ ~., .... -~ ...... - ............ __ .... ___ .... _.._ ........ -~ 

38. I.P.Desal; 'Small Townes, Faets and. Proble~jiS:onomlQ 
lillilnEJ Apr11 19641 P• ?25. . 

39. I.a. Tr1ve41; op., cit., PP• 145.72. 
40. K. Davia; op., e1t. _ 
41. Rutb Glass ; 6D~EdMSlUAI t Qgg;l!I!J.aru 

-U.-ban-Rural. d.ttrerances in Southern As1a; Report on 
• Regional Sem1n.ar1 m.msco Reseueb Centre on 8 ocJ.al aru1 

economic Development in Soutb Mia.; 1964, p.,J.-29. 
42. Repor~ ot RUl"al•vban relationship Committee ;op. cit. p.36. 
43. United lations ;Dau21£1Rt'Ab IAK.B.ao~ 1972; United liat1on 

Publ1cat1cm1 New t"ork; p.5 
44. Xb14; p.6. 
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1n ltut.-ope the 1oca11tw ot 1o,ooo or mon inhabitaata Ill&~' 

bl 4estcnate4 ea vb&t tbos• of 2t000.9199t uhabt.tantl 
• u -Hmii.vbaA while •ma.Uer local. it Sea 11'181' bG cl&aa ltt.e4 · 

• rvas.,.46 

Ill tbe eonten ot tutve teglof1811 ptqs1eal atll! 

eoo1al Jdanalng tor 4evelopl\'.8nt• a auggestloD tor four 

tol4 class lticattoa ~ -settlemaa.ts bas aJ.ao beoa towarded 

1ft o'ldel' to 4tsttnptsh vbaniled and non.vbardse4 areas 

(maiftly -on the bst~Js ot bJcb an4 low 4ont1tts8 ot ueu), 

IJot;b., wttll:IA metropo:_Altan res.SOne anA out a lAG metropolitau 

ag1oDS1. ••utt!ns in toUJ.- categories v-b. metropo11taa 

ubanlse4 metnpolitaft nral, _..metroptl.ltan. urbanlte4. 

an4 AOD-Il$tftpolltaa ~t4 'JOp14atlo.-. 4G 

. . 

Ia lfalte4 State ot Amer.lO&t rural popu.l.a~ion bas 

t~be.r btoa 4tvJ4e4 lrlto wral tam a-n4 ru.t-al noa.tarm 

popQlnttoas. !hSJ is· 4one b.V Jdenttf1J.ns the rural farm 

pop\llatlon aD4 4ott.rd.os the! l'Vel non-term popUlation_ u 

tbl JeS 14ua atte,. tbe ubaA aD4 J'Uh1 farm popUlatS.'ODS bavo 

been aeparate4 and aaall tOWJiS that provide eerfioea to 

tttos• who pl.U'Sue 1'\U"al. :J,nd.ustrid, ue alSo a pan ot 

hl'al e.N8f at .,.. aoa.asztlOUJ.tural qgregatl.~nt ot popt4a. 

tSon that aN too amau 01' too 4-bpe"•d to bO oJ.aase4 

11 ·urban. 47 

........................................... ----~-~----------------------------



v.1llages bave been covered under a single unit of planning 

and adm1ntstrat1on.48 

Althougb in Ou.juat State ot our Countrl' we tln4 tbe 

sptem or 'Nagar Pancbarat • tor aome smaller (101000 .. 

201000 populatlon)towna and •vUlage panoba..vsta' tor other 

small towns having population less than 10,000.49 But 

tbere 18 no 11'14-lcatlon ot tb.J.tee.way ... classitioation of 

settl.ementa as such. so that one mar 14ent1t'1 a se~ of 

settlements taemi-vban) wbtcb may serve as ru.ral.uban· 
' 

linkages. In short J 

"between the two streatt!S of reaearcb.ur)>an art4 rural 

11es a doab relat1ftlV :unwatered b1 the rising 

flood. of social. research 1a ln41a ••••• a 50 . 

1.a tttao au..t'lvtnuta. at a rma. .. tw s..mtt.m D£ 
tlM&ti.&:ltathD ., atS:lkwma • -

1.3.1 lui t On tbe basta ot tbe preceding 41scuss1on 

one mar scree tbat mere •rural an4 'urban' oJ.ass1t1eat1ou 

o~ settlements llla1 not be appropriate 1n ln41a. In the 

ebang1ng aoc1o-economlo and adm1n1atrat1 ve condltlons, 

ma1nl7 ln response to tbe PhVaUlng process anc)'patte·m 

ot \lrbantsa.t1on end 1nd.ustr1ol1sat1on tn the present ....................... ___ _. ________ ...................... ~~· ... --... ----... --.. ..--.............. ... 
48. Beport ot Rural-urban relationship Committee; op. 

cit., p. 42. · 
49. Ib14, p.aa. 
50. Richard D. t.ampe.rt; op. cit ; r·,. 



transit tonal stage of' ID41an econorq (from agrartOA to 
_ ihe 

industrial Society) we tind tbat some ot,< census urban 

settlemnts have become, oomparat1Wl1t more urban wbUe 

others have remained less urbanised, still posaesstng 

certeln. rural oharacter1Bt-1as. SlmllarlF So11J8 rural places 

are tO\lftd to· be more rural in c.omparts6n ot those pos seas 1ng 

many urban obaraoterlat1cs in tel'm!l ot soclal, stJ>u.ctural 

and bebaYloural espeets. Aa has been ment1one4 earlier, 

studies of nral. aa4 ur'baa soctettea cast cona14tu•able 

doubt as to whether there 1e a rural urban 41ohotomJ' 1n 

In4ta. 61 Gibbs bas obServed tbat the 418tributl.on s.a not 
' 

rea111 a two-told one, 1n wb1ch one part ot tbe popu1at1on 

.is wholly t'Ut-al and. other 18 vhoUy urban, but a graduated 

dl.8tr1but1on along a continUum trom the least urban to tbe 

most urban or trom the most rural to least rural and 

consequently, tbe line tbat 1S dra'flfn between W"'ban and 

rural· tor ceMus purposes 1S ucessar117 arbltrart. 52 In 

other worcls, a q;ual1tat1ve as well as a quantitativo 

anal181S wttb _reference to the aoc1o-econotnlc1 cultural, 

a4m1nlstrative and demographic cbaracter1st1cs ot t'UI'al 

ai1d urban settlements in In41a leads U9 to tbe conclUSion 
ancl •urban' . 

that the coacept ot 'rural 'tls applicable onlr ll'l re1at1on -----------... -----------~------~---.-.-................ _. ...................................... . 
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to the most rural and •most urban! type or settlements, 

But between tbese two extremee, theiJ}e lies a set ot settle

ments which retaln the mixture ot the rural and urban 

cba.raoteristlos or say which are semi-urban 1n character 

and needS a more real1St1c term tor then· 14en.t1t1cat1on 

(other than rural or urban) and representation wltb rete

renee to tbe:.1r cbaracterlsttcs. Hence to abridge tbe gap 

ot ambiguous character ot some settlements between •most 

urban' and •most rural', a three-t1er-sptem of class1tv1ftg 

the- settlements into 1lura1.1 Semi.utbau and urban 1s bighl-1 

needed 1n toctay• s tDd.1a. 
~ 

1.3.2 lmaauona• fbe importance ot three-way.olasslt1-

t1oats.on of settlements mQ" be uoounted 1n ma.r11 WafS. 

fl1stor1oall7, 1t wou.l4 re-1ntro4uce the most tradl-

t1onol class1t1cat1on ot settlement structure S.n lnd1a vie 
' e ~ «! ' . Sbabr , Keaba and Qaon. 1\S t.be history of' urbanization 

1n India reveals, •&asba-!>' were the connecting 11riks1 between 

'Sbahrts, tbe urban areas and 'Gaons• tbe rural villages, 

possessing certain m1xed cbaracter18tics or bath. These 

vere tbe service centres~· rendering some soc1&1 tactlltles 

to t.be rural areas a.n4 tbus, were prov1d1ng· the necessart 

m1d4le linkS between the urban an4 rtll'al. areas. Besides, 

Kasbas- the sem1.u.rban settlements ot that time-were t.bo 

centres or In41an hatl41cratts.. Due t·o the biased economic 

pol1o)' t~f Br1tJ.sh rule ·s.n In41a1 the importance ot Indian 
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harullorarts started 4eci1n.1ng and consequently due to 

weak economic base, .Kub~ started 4ec11ntna and tb.e m144le 

linkS between rural and urban alao atatted missing. 

A maJor 1!llportance ot tbree.vay.class1.t1cat1on lies 

1n 14entity1ng the aems.-urban s.et ot,·settlements wbich can 

provide tbe neceasaryl1Wt9 between the most urban and m~t 

!'Ural aremh A need ot auch a linlt 18 h1gbly telt todaJ 

und.e.r the p.resent economic setup or the nation. 53 &: 54 

. . 
Secon4l.r1 after the 1ntroduct1on i't rural and urban 

1~e. two-vay.c.lass1f1cat1on ot settlements under tbe Br1t1ab 

system ot census s..n 1nct1a the ent1tt ot tK.asbtaS • as a part 

of settlement biera.Mhy w• lost and vas mingled wlth the, 

•urban* and -•rural'. Two-.11ay.class1t1catlon ot settlements 

poaes- oerta1n, a4m1n1atrat1w problems, part1cul.ar11 11'1 

relation to tbe resource allocation tor the 4evelopl)18nt 

ot areas or 41tterent st••' 1Ul4er •urtum' and •rural' 

s•tt..be~. flor example, a tev big/larp s1ze4 urban. centres 

en3o1 too sreat a share ot resource au~ooat.lon tor •urban 

areas ' . wbile smaller urban units remain undev:eloped or 

un4er-4e~eloped due to the lack ot resources, SimUuly 

sometimes• large stzecl vUlages (a~ or tbltm. are declass1t1ed .. ~ 
.. -------------------------~ ... --------··-.-•··~·-......................... ,.,. __ 

53. B.f .M1ara; op. cit. 
54. ~~al-u.rban Relat1onsb1p Committee Deport; op., c1t., p. 
<! as has been ment1one4 earlier ln tbe study tbe urban and 

rural settlements have been recategorised into 41tterent 
size groups or popUlation. 
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tawns) nee4 some 41tterent kind ot resources ln comparS.Son 
55 to that tor smaller rur-al areas. But du.e to certaln 

administrative 41tf1oult1es both.type of settlements (small 

stze4 urban centres and large sized vUlages) don•t get a 

sttttable allocation of resources and face a stage of under

development tn comparison to tbel.r capacity tor turtbe.r 

tlo~1sbment. 

Onder tbree.ve.J-olass1t1cat1on tbetfe areas Wt»Uld be 

al)le, to maintain their independent ~'from rural and urban) 

entity and woUld attract aore •pec1t1cal.1Yt tbe attention 

ot po11CJ' makers or developmental progremes and therefore, 
. 

ma,y bave a more suitable adrn1n1strat1ve management providing 

tao111t1es tor tbe proper development ot these_ areas in 
' 

favour of balaneecl ngtonal growtb of the nation. 

Further it baa been found that Jf11/large urban centres 

ab!orb a great share ot national resources but with little 

oapacitJ' to recirculate them. In a4dit.1on a Vid.e range 

of problems .Nlatlng to the physical .congest1rin and social 

tentiODf starts appearing and urbaniSation seems to be at 

tbe breaking point in b1g urban centres. 56 ibere tore, 

soc1olog1sta and Town Planners in India and outside lndla 

------~----............................................................... ~-- ............ .., -... -----·------
\,... • 1 • : 

• .. ·- i ~ • 

55. Ibid; p. 
fl· in· terms of inadequate shelter, Communal services 

absence ot sare water, 8an1tat1on, 4evelopment or 
slums and so on. 

66. K.B.Deabmukh; 6.S.~ydz At: ... QQAtlgg J!RD~..J&lb1, 
The S octal Implication of 1ndustr1al1 zation and urban1-
sat1o~; Calcutta; UNESCO Research Centre, 1956. 

"\\-4~S 



22.... 

are aene:rall.V, in ag.reement that to avoid DltiiJ'IY ot the 

Pathological developments concoru1tants w1th the Community 

lite t.n blg cities 1 attempts s bou.lct be ma4e to 41s perse 
- . . 57 

and channal.J.se the popUlation .:ln small towrm. Because 

lil has been observed by now tbat staall w:-ben centres can 

nour-J.sh vert -:Well, having many ot them tavova.ble l_oeat1on 

ao4 s1te tor decentra1.1ze4 industrtes. Thus small urban. 

units can provide tbe emploJlllGnt opportunities to the 

people by aocomodatlng tbe 4ecentra11se4 industries as well 

as by prov1cl1ng tbe naede4 senl.ce.s tor ir!lproYlnl agrlcUl

tural practices and agro-1mluetr1es alonawttb a whole range 

of. smal.l scale industries. '!bUs, tbe semi-urban areas 1 

14ent1f1ect under tbree-way.clasa1t1oatton1 woUld plB.T m 

1atportant role as •counter-magnets' to the extstlng misra.. 

tion to big c1 ties and would help us tc atta1n a more 

orderlY urbaniSation 1n our Col!Dtry. 

In short, historioe:Ll.ft three-way.cl.ass.t.tleatton 

(rural, semt-urban ant urban) system woUl.d b& re-lntrod.uctag 

tbe moat traditional olasslflcatlan ( •Gaon', 1Kasba1 and 

1Sbabar') of settlement atruoture 111 IDdta. tbls maa- be 

the most appropriate and practical clasa1t1cat1on in tbe 

context ot In41an Culture and economic aetu.p os 1t Gball 

enable us to identity tbat set of settlements (semS....urban) 

wbtob. ~ at the transitional stage towards u.rbantsatlcn 
....... ,.. ......................... _ ................................. -..... -,. ______ _ 
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and trom the economic point of vtew, would pla,y and impor

tant role as the m.u:~sertes or 1ndustr1al.1E~at1on and urbani

sation and can provide tbe neceasary linkS between tbe 

concerning agricultural regions on one han4 ·and bigger/ 

larger urban centres on the other band. Tberefore, an. • 
ins1gbt tmowledge or tbe soc1o-.econom1c and 4emograpn1c 

obaracter1sttcs ot semi-urban areas al€Jng wltb rural and 

urban areas mat be of a sreat help to the planners to 

cbalk out mo.re purposeful and fruitful programmes tor tbe 

balanced regional growth. It a proper attention 1S paid 

by the government tbe .semi-urban areas oan be developed 

as tbe ftodal points and growth centres to abridge tlle rural.. 

urban dichotomy in tbe aoato-economic and spatial terms. 58 

Hence the main obJeet1ve ot the prosent paper is to 

develop a concept of tbl"ee ... vay.class1ttcat1on ot settlements 

14ent1ftiftg the settlements as Rural, Seas1o.urban. and urbarr .. -More 

precJ.sely one may s a1 that present paper seaks ( 1) to 

develop tbe concept ot 'semi-urban' also al.ongwith tbe 

basic and very ltnportant concept of •;r.ural' and •urban' 
' 0 

class1t1cat1on ot settlements and (11) to stud7. tb.e socio

economic and demog.rapb1o impl1catlons ot the same to 

ascertain whethe~ the th.reo.way .. class1f1cat1on would be 

--~-·-----------------·-~--~-----------------------~-----
58. a_.P.Misra; op. cit. 



able to represent the three types of settlements qulte . 

t11st1nct1velr and 1n a better manner over two.way.elassi

t1cat1on ex18tlng at present 1n the Country. 

t.& llua .t.m.A aatuaa. • 
1. s.t. Ataa .Q.Q!tl£BI! •• J. • .BI11KA!~£a .. S. lata. 

Preoedlllg 41Scusston reveals tbat tbe presont study 

18 concerne4 wttb developing the concept ot tbree-way.class1-

.t1cot1on. of settletn9nts and wttb tbe stwiJ ot soclo-econotnlc 

and 4emogl'aphllc lmpllcatlons of' the same ln Xn41a. &1nce 

tbe work load, lnvolO'ed. 'in selecting tbe seml-urban settle. 

ments ln tbe Country, cannot be completed bf a lone investi

gator vttbJ.n a given tf.me (tor complet,lns tble dlasertat1on 

as a part ot M. PbU Course) it was not teablo to take up 

tb18 empirical task at al.l ln41a lovel. 

Therefore, it bas been decided that ·s.nltially, the 

stu4.V may be conClne4 to one ot the States ot Ia41.an. Union, 

representing the whole Country wttb reference to our study. 

Atter ce.rta1n. cons14erations Mabarasbtra .State has been 

selected to servo tbe purpose of the stUdy. 

It ma1 be mentione4 here that the selection of 

M.ab~ashtra State as a suitable area for the present et'WIJ 

is not absolutely arbltrarg, rather, it 1s based on cert·ain 

reasons. In support ot the same we may go through the 

tollow1nc points ; 
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'1) Ma~a.rasbtra State represent. India to a greater extent 

with ref'er$nce tQ some important s oc1o-econom1c and demogra-

pllic ch.aracter1sf=1cs viz. Density or population , sex ratio, 

percentage decadal variation of population, percentage ot 

population 11v1ng in vUlages with population s,ooo and above, 

literacy rate and so on. \Table No,. 1.1) 

<.} 

fiQle NQ• 1.1 

A ·statement showing the data tor some soeio-eoo~omtcmtd. deJtO· 
gra~e ch.aracter1s tics tor India &: Mahar as htra, 1911 census. 

D¢18!'Fn'li*7 ...... •11 U j. 

Variables 'fype ot settle-
ments/Economtcs 

India Mabarashtra 

activity .. " 1 •• 7 a • 3 
.. I! J 4" -1 2 

!.. Density ' Total 177 164 
Rural 148 115 
Urban 2505 2554 

2. Sex ratio Total 930 930 
Rural 949 985 
Urban 858 820 

a. ,·Literacy Rural 23.74 30.63 
Urban 
1. Both city &: 

non-city. popu. 
/ lation 52.44 58.07 

11. Cities With 
population 
1,oo,ooo 
and above 66.47 61.16 

111. Non-c1ty 
popUlation 48.57 62.41 

/ 



::-.::: ::._:·: :::::::·:.::::::x:=::=:=:::::: ::~:: ::: ::: ::::::::::::J::::::-..=::3:::::::-: 
4. Occupational · 11 ot pr1mar7 

structure worker~to total 
workers 72 .. 56 66.13 
• ot secondary 
workers to total. 
workers 10.69 14.52 

- or tert.S..at-1' 
workers to 
total workers 16 .. 76 18.75 

s. - Decaclal ~: 
variation or 

POPn·• during ' 1951.-1961 
/ 

-1961-1971 

6. - ot popula-
tion 11v1ng 
:l.n villages 

. w1tb &,9C)O 
am.t above 
population 1971 

?. -of urban 
to total. 
popUlation 1t7l. 

I Iff _ I . I 

+21. 51 +23. 60 
•24.80 +27.46 

19.90 21.92 
(exclwl1ng 
greater 
Bomba.r) 

( 11) M wUl be d1Scussed tn the following section., tbe 

sub-natural 41v1s1on bas been taken as a mean1ngtul un1t ot 

stddy tor the present work. Tbere.tore, it was h1ablr 

desirable tbat area ot the study must c-onsist of a number 

ot au~natural. d1vts1ons wttb dist~nct regional cba.racte .. 

r1st1cs to enable us to tlnd out whether the three type ot 

settlements ·( Bu.ral, semi ... urban and urban) show any var1atlons 

in :relation to sccio-eeonomic and demt)graphlc characterlat1cs 

at Intra and Inter re·s1onel level. 

Mabarasbtra State, consists of five aub-natval 

d1V'h1ons with 41st1nct topography, avallab111ty ot minerals, 
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cl.1mate and drainage etc. result.k\g in distinct cropping pattern, 

level or 1ndustr1alte ation and settlement:.; pattern etc. among 

the t1ve sub.n«tural dtv1a1ons .(see tbe chapte!' III ot the Study). 

( 111) lt 18 expected. tttat set ot aeml-1.\l-batl settlements 

may bOat be iclent lt 1e4 within the states wh1ob are mo.-e 
~ +~ 

1n.dustr1alise4·<· and urbanised,·'- in comparison to some of 

the backWard states ot India. rrom tb:ls view point also· 

Haharashtra State appears to be the most suitable area tor 

tbe tttu4y as it lS coM1dered as ono of the most 1ndustrla

ltsect and urbard.se4 states ot the Country, 1n addition• it 

bas back.lfard areas as wel.l<f• 

( 1v) No maJor changes relat lng to demarcation or the State 

boundaries or district bolU'ldertea · withlft Habarasbtra State 

bad tait9n l,\l$08 betw&en 1961 to 19?1 census. !huJ • the 

area covered.· bJ the State, more ·or less, remas.'ns tbe same 

for 1961 and 1911 census. Secon4ly, tbe district cerunm 

HandbookS, from wttich the bas1c data tor the present stutl7 

haye been collected, aN also avtd.lable for all tbe district!J 

ot tbe State a.n4 tor both the t 1me points i.e. 1961 and 

19?1 census which has made 1\ possible to introduce tempo

ral comparab1llt7 ln tbia stwty 

----·--·--·----,.. ....................... -. ..................... \ ............ .. 
+ With retel'Gnce to percentage of non-agricultural worken 

to total workers. - · 
++'· w:ttb reteronce to pe.rcentage of population 'lftinC ln 

urban places to total popUlation or the State,. 
@ It 1S important to note here that 1ndustrlal deYelopmeat 

is concentrated, maln.ly in and arounct Greater Bomb81 
MetropoliS. Ir tbu metropoliS is excluded, net or the 
State 19 as backward es some other states or the countl'y. 



Sub.natural-dlvtslon bes been. cons14el'e4 as a •anlng. 

tul un1t tor tbe present study due to tollovlng reasons 1 

It ts a veu tmown tact flOW tbat apart trom human 

resou.rcea and teebnolog1oal development• the level ot the 

soc1o.econom1e development ant tne or economy or a region 1a 

alSo a tunct.lon of' lts geograpb1eal con41t1GM. .PbJS1cal 

l.an4S cape feature.s or tb.e territor,- pla,y a s 1&n1t1can.t role 

1n the. establiShment, tJPe and pattern ot 41Stribut1on or 
.bumen settlements among 4t.trerent regloll9. s ,atematic 

regional studies and ubao stucU.es 1n reg:lon.al. context reveal 

that tbel.r iS a distinct regional settlement pattern tbrohgb. 

out tbe Country. Spatial cU.str1but1on and ll"Oltlth ot different 

ttpe and slae ot settl.Gmenta indicates tbat eacb rf3gion bas 

dttrere.nt cbaractftrtst1cs and problems relatlng to tbe 

dtstrlbutlon patt,em ot settlements ot different tiJ)os an4 

stms. 

'rbe aatural resources are not ·.dutrtbuted urd.torma1.J h~. 

all over ttt. Coun.trr. Borne reai.oDS are rlcb in natural 

resources end are more developed J.n oompar1sta to those 

raf)S.ODS wh1ob are poorly endowed by tbe nature. Besides, some 

otber NC10DS t altboU{{b rlCblF e.n4ewed 'Wi.tb natural resources 1 

are less develope4 due to poor 1ntra.st~cture or inadequate 

planning tor the exploitation of the exiSting natural resour. 

cee. 1rl turn some nat val regions are thickly populated an4 



have a number or large s 1r.e4 . urban and rural settlemen.ts 

wbUe·_ others are spar{sly popUlated bav1ng small sir.ett and 

scattered settle~nto, some regions are more 1ndustr1Gl1Secl 

an4 urban1se4· wltb a favourable proportion ot urban population 

whUo ln other regions tbe case 1s ~ust the reverse. - .. 
I 

Tberef'ore, sub-natural-41•1ston ot the S.tate bas. been 

cona14ere4 a meantngf\&1. unit of the stu.CIJ ot soc1o-econom1c 

anll. 4eJDOgr.aph1c implication ot class1t1<Sat1cn ot settlements -

1nto ~al, semi-urban qat urban 1n Meb.araab.trs.. 

1.s .• a fAE&a.t..J1s21ia4-'!D4or !tll. ,st:w\J • 

· I~ ol-der to uDa.el-stancf the cbeges ·and to confirm our 

bypotbesls 1n ttme perspective; it has also been proposed 

to extend tbe study tor 41tterent time points. Therefore, 

the pres~nt.studJ 1S based on 1961 and _1971 census. For both-· 

these periods tbe .requ1!'84 data 18 available ln a uniform . 
pattern and tor all tbe dt.s~rtets ot Mabal'&9btl"a, State enabling 

us tc maintain tbe reliability and eomparab111t.r: ot data 1n 

ttme perspective. 



0 H A P ! i ll • II . 

AS bas been dSBcusse4 1n the pnvlous chapter, the 

mam obJective of the present stucty :ls to develop a concept 

ot •aemt.urban' category ot se·ttlementa and tberebt to wnt 
I1P a ttuee ... tter.syatem tor C?la8s1t1catlon ot settlements 

into nral, semt..vban and urban acalDGt tbelr two-wa.r

claasltt.oatl:oa as rural and u.rban b7 the Censa -orgalnU. 

t1on of' Inctla. 

fbiS empb1oa1 task » not possible unless some 

specitlo cr1terioD/o:r1te.rla 1a developetJ. ·on th.G basSs ot 

vbtob a 1ystttmat1C al\4. actent1t1c selection or semt.urban 

settlement• mQ' be posaS.ble~ Problem does not lie only 1n 

select lng the criteria but also that criteria shoUld appr!

c1ably be suttabt. to our .study ot developJag to ooncept 

ot semt.urban Class lt1cat1on of settlements. Besides tbu t 

the f'ollovt.ns points h-ave also been ccms1dere4 to be important 

vb1le selecting the er1ter1oA/cr1ter.1a. 

1 .• It sboUld be more praotlcal aD4 con'le,nlent from 

tbe v1ev point or ita. adoption because Ultlma.tely, 

lt .J.a to be .applied to a large nwnber or settlements 

30 
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to <leelare them as •semi-urban• 1n context o~ a 

;rest country like 1n4la. 

e. Coaparab111tJ' ot data between tb& previous and future 

censuses lli\ISt be maintained throqb tbe selected 

cr1ter1ont criteria. 

3. tt sboulcl bri.ng ton81"4 tbe tbrea.vat-clasalt1cat1on 

ot settlements acat.nst the 1881"1 ol4 two.war.classs... 

f1oat1on 1n such a mrmer that tbe preYa.U.lng socio

e~onomic1 Clll.tural and deraosrapblo ob.aracterutlca 

pertalnlng to each class (Rural, Urban and Semi-Urban) 

must be represented qulte d1Stinctl1• Mon speoltS.allY 

ve tna.J say tbat semi-urban settlements between the 

eqrem rval and e:xtre• urban settlements shoUld 

be so 1dent1t1ed tbat tbe SaDe may pro•e to 1:8 a 

Nal help to the policy makers or the national 

develop;ental. plaDS 1n context of the balanco4 regional 

development an4 planning tor more orderly an4 bealth7 

urbanla at loa. 

Ia l'egate to tbe above meet loned cons 14e:rat ions 

lt beD been 4ec14e4 to app17 merelv tbe 4emograph1c approacb 

tor tbe selection of the criterion s..e. ma1n111 •tbe s1u 

ot populatloa' cr1ter1on bas beea adopte4 to reolassltJ" 

tbe oeJWus settlements into three catogores vis. rural, 

semL.urbaA and. vt.an.. 

In tbis respect census oategorSs at ton ot urban and 



rural settlements on the ba91S ot •size of popul.atlon• has 
to. 

tacUJ/ted 1Q solving the problem to a great extent. As 
. , 

bas been mentioned earlier, census haa cJ.assS.tle<l tbe urban 

and rural settlements 1n the tollov1ng classes 1 

tne ot settle
menta 

Urban Class X c1t1os 

Class II towns 

Olat:S III towns_ 

Class IV towns 

Class v towns 

Class VI towns 

Broad 
il.lll lrlr:bn t,aa 

1 

(1) 

(11) 

(111) 

(1V) 

II 

(1) 

(.11) 

III 

sire or popUl.at ion 

1,oo,ooo and above 

so,ooo - 99;999 

20,000- 49,999. 

10,000 - 19,999 

s,ooo • 9t999 

less than s,ooo 

Villages with less than 
2 1000 persons 

less tban 200 persons 

200 - 499 persona 

aoo - 199 pemona 

1000 - 1999 pors ons 

Y1Lages with 2,000.91999 
· persons 

2,000 • 4; 999 pe I'Sons 

s,ooo • 91999 pe:rsoas 

V'lllaCea w1tb 101000 all4 
above persons 

, According to our criterion tbe roclass1t1catlon or 
census settlements into rural, semJ.urban an4 urban has 
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been carried out 1n the following manner t 

'ltpe of 
settlements 

S 1m ot pop1llat loa 

All tbe census rural. settlements 

w1t~ population less tban s,ooo 
s..e. small slze4 vUlages. 

All cens ua urban. settlements 

pert alntng to elMs 1, II and. Ill 

1.e. B11/l&rge and me41um etzed 

urbaa centres v 1tb popUlation 

more tb.an ao,ooo 

All tbe census urban settlements 

of clast.~ If, V and VI J..e. small 
·• ' 

sized towns w1tb popUlation below 

oo,ooo + all the large s1~ rural 

settlements i.e. v1llage.s vttb 

population s,ooo or moN 



. Hence 1t b.as been prop·osed ln the present · atwlt that 

small + s1r.a4 villages an4 big+/largo • urban cantrea mat 

be treated as the two extreme ends of rural-urban dicbotony 

wb11e tbe large steed villages combined vitb eraall s1ze4 

towns mav be coaidered tor their reclasstrtcat1on as 

· • sem.t-urban • • 

2.a Spleotun oC sm&LJ..I.ild toxa ld lam 11w\ tllJ.tifd.l. 

•. •,•tmletl&~llM' satccau: ... at tftlnt•au • 

Hen one JDf.U' again question t wby the cl1Wtin& polnt 

1s not tixed at popUl.a.t:lon size or 301000 o~ 401000 and so 

on 1n relation to reclass lticatlon. ot census urban settle. 

menta as· sem1.urban. s 1m1l.a.rly wh7 the rural settlements 

----------·----..---=----·--··----·-----..----·----.----------.----------
• Although. 'blg' 'large-~'me4twa• and •small• .an relative 

terms BD4 1t it 41tticul.t to fb the s1• 11m1t tor tbese 
classes 1n relation to tba size ot settlemen.ts 1ft tehlS ot 
no. of penons 11v1ng therein.. These limits vary trom 
place to place and. from one ~t.me,.·point to another. M 
1l'l context or ln41a, at pteaent tile towns v itb populat ton 
below ao,ooo a:A senera117, conaidered • •small s 1ze4 • 
urban centres. the t~DS with. popUla.t1on 201ooo-49t999 
as •me41we sir.otl·• urban cent rea. -~:ene urban. se~tlemenu 
w·itb popUlation 501000.99,999 and with 1,00,000 and above 
are called •lal'ge 1 sized towns and 'big cities • respectively. 
But in tbis study, all tbe urban settlement• with population 
201000 and above have been called 'large sized • urbaB 
centres or towns. 

In case ot rural settlements, wlth •small sized' 
we mean all tbe rural settlements with popUlation belov 
.s,ooo and all tbe rural villages wltb popUlation .8114 
51000 andmore h.ave been termed as 'larce-s 1~e4' rural 
sottlementt. 
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w1t.h 51000 and a'bove popUlation bave onlY been considered 

to be ·"o18t,ls1tled under tbree-tier-sJStem o~ elassti'teat101l. . . 

0 t 'course,· J.t is. true tbat some: ot the ·large and me41urn 

s 1ze4 urban settlements or ;villages below 51000 may also 

show the cbaracter.t.st1cs st.mUar to that ot semi-urban 

settlements but- li(U1te reasonably 1t bas 'been dec1cled 

that thiS empirical· study 1n1t1ally may be started; with 

tb.e reclass1t1oat1on ot small •oWDS and large vUla.ges 

into aeml.urban categort- Because various stUdies han ~. 1 

shown that most ot the small slze towns bave, altogatber, 

d1tterent socto-economic an4 demographic obaraoter1St1cs 

in comparison to most ot t~Clarge . and med1umfls 1ze4 

urban centres, 1n addition most of the large sized Villages 

in thSs respect are s 1milar to small s 1zed towns whUe 

quite diStinct from small s1zed rural settlements. The' 

following diacws ion may support tne same • 
. . 

ln tbta col'U'lection a study ot Asbt!h Bose1 may 

alSo JustitJ our selection or small urban veas aa semi. 

u.rban settlements stn.ee he tlnda that it el1g1bU1ty __________ ,_ .. ___________________________ .... _________ ~_: _______ __ 

tl LeaYing aside some marginal cases, such as Desa1 1a study 
on Mabu.va town (the town with population 25;000) show~ 
that a small town of class III also Nta1n the 'lal.ue 
aptem more s1mUar to rural aN"as. 

1. · AsbiSh Bose; SJ;,~Jal iDelmlitj' ~~i.tna .. l9Qlal97li 
fat a McGraw BUl PUblJ o. Lt t · w Delb1, 1973 pp. 42.8. 



test, based 011 all tbe tour oensua criteria of' olasslty.ma 

· urbiai · trom rural ( 1961 nntta) • u app11o4, most of tbe 

large towat (77 per cent) satlsty tbt;t same wlllle tblt 

Wos tr• 1ft oae of oDl¥ 30 per cent of smell size towns. 

He al.ao ter118 the ttn&ll s1~.e4 to11M as quast.vban. 

· ~Apart trom tbe 41fterenoe&•of ubaa18at1on between 

large ~ •=au towns wltb retorence to coatus crlter:ta, 

studies have also shown that p;esently small s1ze4 tOVJi9 

snow a wbolesome contrast to big ancl medium sl.zod towno 
Sn relation to population, ooncentratlon, ·eocltll and o1Y1c 

allenlties, rate ot popUlation growth per oaplta 1ncome, 

pattern ot empl:oymeat and age aD4 sos compos 1t lon ot 

popUlation etc. 'lo qUOte Rtatb Glass •a2 report •. 

•Inter-urban (ot various .clae cslaaes) dittereoce• 

were as pronouace4 as tt not more tban, tbe .41tte. 
-

tences between aggregate• ot •vhan• en4 1 i'ural • 

settlements.• 

' economu and deaograph1o cbaracter11t1cS rea~mblltlg 

mom to· 1-ge •1•4 vUlaps, especlallYt 1a war o.t ltte1
3 

-----·-·····----~--....---.... --~--·· ... ·--.-·-----------------,·-~ ................ .. 
2• Butb Gltias; IA~Dft!l.rm t CADQ\tllW\1; Urbm...Bural 

differences lA 7u£~rn Mla, Report on :fleglo. nal Seminara 
·Delb1 196Sa UNESCO Researcb C.ntre on. Soc1al & Eaonomlo 
Development 1n South Mla1 1964, P• 24. 

3, M.tt.Prem1. 
' 
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Value SJStem relatlag to castum, kinSblp and rallg1on 

etc. prevails in small towns more or less ln. thes arne 

Va)'S aa 1ft the large size v:Lllages. 4 fbe places with 

popUlation s,O® and above wb.1cb IDd1an census olaas1t1es 

as urban retain tb.e ru.r-al value system and ctltter from c1t1es 

aa4 large a1ze toWns. 5 ltu.lkam1 has aLso mentioned that 

amall sJ.• tovnt resemble more to tbe overgrow.n villages 

than tf) tho large or medi~ sia towns. 6 Deaal 1n td.s 

study ot Mahuva town (w1tb as,ooo popul.at1on) observes that 

ln. te.ra~ ot soc1al structu.n 81'ld culture a &mall town 1S 

more a-kin to a rural area than to an urban area and tho 

rate of cb&Dge is very low • 7 

In short small s1ze tdllrlns are vban1 ma1nl1" ·tn torm 

and 41fter little .trom v1ll.ages exoe,pt 1n the provta1on ot 

some urban pbJ'1Cal ameutt-iea ot a low st8Mar4. 

I 

Ori. the other band among the presentlJ rt~.ral set ot 

settlements., some villages do not remain as rural as the 

----------~----..... ----...... ---.·--····-------------·----------..-·-------
4. Ruth Glass; op. cit; PP•. 1-29 

. . ~ 

s. ~alumd.ar n.u.l Cl!b J; .srm"'&saa!iionMI.l\,an ... l&l4.&~1Jslaat; 
BorcbllfJ Asia PubliShing ouse; 1958; p.329. 

6. o/o Regt.st.t'"ar General Ind1al ~SAP .. r~f.~i~ 
kGil\IDi£1 ~!l'iQAEJ Rev D&lb t 1972J 'fol. 1; PP• ?3..88 

?. I.P.De8a1J. Small !owns, Fao1ts and Probl«nDS·J 'I.QQDJID2.G 
weeklJ'; lvi (16) 5 lStb Aprtl; 1964. · · 



otbers lltber possess, compar1t1Yelvf more or tbe 

urban characterllt 1cs than the 1"\'&ral. ones. !b11 11 

so becauso urbant.s atlon bo 1ng a two-va,y process in-

1"olves ( 1) the movement towardS urban places. an4 

(_a) the outward mo'V'emant ot urban. 1n.f1uences.8 fbe 

att&ence o.f employment opportuntt 1e$ an4 lure ·of urban 

11te attracts. a l'~ge number of t1lllapl'l to towns ari4 

thl8 process resUlts 1n two-w., coDSeqU&ncea 1 ( 1) beoat.Se 

ot the movement of peopl.e toward& bls urban places, 

tbo vtua.ses W.1th1n comlBUD1t1ng 41Gtance from cities 

afG eccupt.ett by urban ors.entecl people (doSng urban 

tiPS ot wom) due to enYtronmeDtal and beliSinl p:ro-

ta.ems in bS.& urban .~aces and so ce11e4 urban t ralts 

·gat. i1Bsom1natod and 41ftused. among wider sections of 

tbft SClCiety. ( 11) Kl&rate4 rural tolk takes long time 

to be abSorbed in tbe lite o-f' the town • regular town 

4well.eJ.".10 !bev o.tten vUlt ~bel.r tamUtes, lett 1n 

tbe villages and. thus ther take v1th them the .ldoas 

ot ur-ban 11.re m the rural areas. 

L81'p sized vlll.aps have been pJOposed to bo cons 1-

4ere4 here as serd.-urban areas '-oawae these vil.lapa BN 

diat1nct1ve trom the smal.l sized. vUlages wbiob are compa. 

:ret1•elf tnore remotely situated f'rom. tbe vlew point ot 
li-ft-••-••••·----------... -----------------••c•••• 



TABLE tfo. 11.1 

Statement sbowlDg the soc1o-econom1c and aemograpbSc cbaracter1st1c9 ot large s1• villages 
Vs small aim vUla«ea, small st:m townS Va large towns and atmllarlty betweo.n small towns 

and large v1lla~s tor Mabar&9btra, 1971 

Dens1t1 Sex ratio Literacy 

·q_J • •~-" a ,.._._,.,_., 11 •••n iu•••·•e -.-... -.,.- li ._ •• _,...,....,.ij n••t~'1 rs·r•--·•: 

Small Yill&gu 
( w 1tb ~.opUlat lon less than 
s,ooo . 109 991 29.39 

Large vmages 
than (w.ttb rpulatton mole s,ooo 215 944 39.58 

Small towns 
(wttb popUlatiD~ below 00,000) 614 916 49.15 

Large tovnaJcitles 
tbm (vltb population more 

20,~) 4202 807 59.53 

Haharasb.tra Rural 11.5 985 43.22 

Mabaresbtra Urban 2554 820 66.88 

• d1s.trJnut1on of workers 
Work between tbn& sectors of 
part.t.- uon~mlc activity 

c.ipation Pr1mazy·· Second.ary !'ertt.ar~ 
rate ' 

39.24 89.4 s.a s.o 

33.96 73.66 11.04 15.31 

30.25 39.38 20.8? 39.75 

32.02 6.40 40.00 53.60 

38.59 B?.e 5.94 6.57 

31.90 11.06 31~58 51.39 

(,)\ 
1.0 
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transport an4 Communlcatlon network and are mon 1'W:al 

(than the large vlll.ages) being not influenced by urbardsm. 

On tb.e other hand large a1ze v.Ulo.ges are expected to 

obanp their -obaracte.r1at1cs, more rapidl.v, 'W1tb tb.e change 

in socJ.o.;.eoonomic, teo--economic and soo1o-pol1~1cal torcas.11 

Xn abort, tbe small sized town. and large sized. vlllages 
. . 

a1'G expected to haft common •ocio..-economto aa4 demographic 

characteristics in compariSon to each other :Wll1l~ distl~C\ · 

ln oompar1S_on to the large and medlunl slzecl. u'ban cent.rea 

at one en4 ·an4 the smaller rurel places at tbe other end 

as the table No.IJ·1 abDWS tor Mabarashtra etate. therefore, 

J.t bas bee~ cons14ere4 reasonable be.re to olassift tbe 

same as sellli.urban set ot settlements oom14er1ng tbe small 

size villages att<1 large a1r.e urbaa centres as the two 

extNff'ltt endo ot ?.u.r&l urban d1cbotomr in India. 

a. a ll.M ot lt?a stuAt • . 

Present paper 1S a part 0f a bigget- proJect am a 

team ot tour students, each working independently, has been 

ongage4 to introduce tour al.ternat1ve methods ot classttyt.ng 

tbe settlements into rutal.t aemt.u.rban an4 vban cl&Jlses. 

A& has been mentS.oned. earlier, the selection of sems.urban 

set ot settlements iS; ma1nl11 based- en tbe talze ot popu-
' . . . 

lat1on ot the preaent17 exl.Sttna rtltal and urban settlements 

-----------1 ................... ----.. -·--·----.. --------~----------·--·~·----
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but in order to ,conttr:m tbe val.1<11ty ot the,. same, tour 

altematt.ves bave been proposed. A brief descr1ptlon. ot 

the entire plan or the stud7 urlder the main pro~eot 11 

given below. . ) 
• Aeoor41ng to th.O size ot population or1ter1a1 t1ratly 

the HOla&s1ticat1on of ce.nsus settemants in.to ·DVal., .. 

semi-urban. and urban classes bas been ·carried out as has 
'· 

been explained. 1n the previous secttons·~ 

At the eeeond .stage some 'fariabl.ea, 41aclos 1ng the 

soo~conomic and 4emographlc cbaractertst1os, bave been 

selected and certain test a.re · .applle4 to tbe 1~ values in. 

tbroe categories of settlements in order to t.1n4 out the 

variations between the so called rural, semi-urb&D ao4 -
' ... 

At tbls st ase tbe study ot tbe aa1D problem (to lden. 

tit1 too semi-urban settlements) bas been divided 1n tour 

parts aD4 toUl" students bave worked 1n4ependentl,y to 

evolve a methodolosr tor arriv lng at tbe semi-ultan cate. : 

go~r ot ~ettlemants. A broad out line or the met.bodologJ 

tollowe4 by otber ttuee collegues and a 4etaUed 4eaortp

t1on ot tbe pl'Gsent on*·'" 1S given beloW • 

(1) loonomtc activity of male popUlatioD has been 

cons idore<l tm4 the eutt1ng points to terms ot 

percentage ot total male workers (to total male 



·popUlation) engaged 1n non.asrJ.aUl.tural traits baYe 

been. t1xe4 on tbe baa la of whlob eaeb asswned aeml

vbaa settlement bsa ·boon teat-e4 and c1ass1t1e4 acoor .... 

41nsl7 as rut"a11 seJni-ut''ban. or urban. 

(1l) B; eons14ering the t1ve variables, vtz. popu. 

let ion slr.e and deu 1tTt sex rat :to, 11t(!)rac.Y rate 

aft4 propol't1on of vorkei'S outs 14e &81"1'*\U.ture; each 

oa. a decile ecale, scores ba'n been alloted to each . 
aettl~u•nt awl cut,lrls po1ntt bavo been obtained to 

clasa.tr.v the small stad towns and 1-arp size vUl.age 

· as rural and semt-urban a.n4 urban. . 

( Ut) Ava.l.labil.ltt t>f some ot the social ataen1t1es 

vtz .. hospitals, post oft1ce, schools• dr1nld.ns 

watet> end connectlvlt.y with transpo.rtat-1on eys·tem 

bas been teJ.ten. for each rval settlem.ent w1tb .papu

lation 5,000 or more and town with population below 

oo.ooo and scores ass lcned to tbem. OA the bas Sa ot 
composite sco-re ot each settlement, the S&ID8 baa 

been class1tie4 into rural, seml-vban or fU'baa. 

( lv) Lastly totr the present atu4y lt was deo1de4 
' to constdea- all the pnsently s~al.l sized towns 
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combined with all t be l.arge stze4 'VUlages to 

be class .t.tled as •aem.S..vbat'l' settl•ments, all 

the clese 1, .11 4 Ill u.rbrm centres., as •urban• 
settlement• en4 au tbG small a ~Zed vUJ.aae·s 

as • l'tU'al • set ot s•ttlements. In other words 

'tbe enttltt number of census ••ttlementa-cl~s&. 

tie4 as .rural. an4 Ul'ban bave been reclassified 

tn'o three classes sv, rua1. aem1-tU'ttaa and 

urban purelt on the bu 18 ot tbe size o~ popu. 

latS.oa ot the census l"tU'el and urban settle

ments. rhen ·a11 the three t1P•• ot settlements 

ba.ft fUrther been cl.us1fle4 aeeoi'4m8 to t1ve 

cub .. natual- 41~VJ.slot.IS ot.the state. In 

the nos.t stage ,t tte stu47 sotne of the tmportat 

·soclo--economt.c am demograpbJ.o va.rS.a'ble.s bave 

been selected to studlf the eoot.o-eeonom1c an4 

4emogrepblo Jmplleat10Dil ot three-wal'-claes1tl

oat1oa ot settlemen.ts. In tbts st.u4y1 an attempt 

bas .boeD I1Ude to ttn4 out (1) whetiber the two 

t;rpes of cl.ueUlcation ot settlements viz. 

( 1) Rural (lD(l Urban on4 ( 11) Rural• seat-Urban &md 

U~ban abov any a lsntttcatlt va.r1at1ons botween them 

in respect of aoclo-economtc and demographl.o cbara

cter1St1oa at sub.naturat-41Y18lo:n. ievel ellA 

(2) Wbetb&r thO -semi-v'ban set ot settlements 

uncta~ tbree.vav cla9a1f1cat1on shova en:t 
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distinctiveness trom ··ita rural and urban coWlter

parts vtth reference to soa1o-econom1c and 

derDOgraphlc characteriStiCS and in context ot 

tbe1r spat:t.el an4 regional (at sub-n.atual dtvt.

a lon level) (U.str1but1cn. · 

In snort, the present paper, as ·a part ot 

the :mala stwtr, is confined to atu.d.J tbe soc1o. 

economic and 4emograpb1o 1mpl1catlons ot·three-

VaJ olass1t1cat1on or settlements in context of nslon.al 

variations. It 4ltters trom tb.e other three 

padtt ot the .stu47 on the sana top1c ma1D1Tt 1n 

two wap 1 

(1) In other papers eaob of tbe settlemants 1 pertaining 

to town. vttb population below 20,000 and large 

sta vUlages witb population e,ooo or more• bas 

been tested. (as mentioned above) betore clas,itJtq 

tbam aa seml.urban while ln the present pa,per all 

the small towns an4 large s1ze4 villages bave been 

class1t1e4 as semi-urban. 

( 11) In other studies atter 1dentttyt.ng tbe three types 

ot ·~ettlementa tbe variations between .rural, semi

urban and urban set of settlements with reterence 

to soe1o-eccnom1e and demographic cbaractertatics 

bave been stu41ed 41....-otly at state level vbUe 
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in the present paper tbe three tJPeS of settlements 

baft been 1den.t1t1e4 and studied at sub-natural ... 

d1v1S1on level or the state. Tbus 1tl other tbree 

papers, the unlt ot the stu4.1 1S 'the state• wbUe 

in the present paper tbe Ultimate unit or the 

8tu4t J.a •the sub.naturai-~1v11lon• ot the state,. 

AS bas been mentioned earlier the entire study 

iS con4ucted for two time points 1.e. 1961 an4 

1971. 

Ourrentl.J1hebehavtouralt structural and demographic 

appro·acbes are applled to tbe study ot urbard.aatlon and 

its related obaraoter1~t1cs.1 Obviously, a numbe,r .or 
variables can be listed to study the degree or urbaniSation 

in the dltterent settle•nt• aD4 thent..t to class1C'.r them 

as rural semi-urban or urban. Data. requirement tor tbe 

4 ame vat may torce us to collect them from many ditterent 

&ourcea. 

But in India, censua 18 tbe primary ageno.r to 

determine rural and urban nature of the settlements. 

Tbentore, 1t is essential bere to develop sucb a metbo4o

lo&1 ot tbrae-Wat-class1t1cation ot settlements 1n India, 

----------~--~-------~-~------------~~-~~-~~--~-----~---



vb1cb must be adoptable by tbe ceosut oriantsatloil 1n the 

countr7. To meet tbls pupoee some ot tbe· important ·and 

cofll'.DOD11 ue4. variables, 1nd1catlng the a ooto-eoonom.lc and 

demogeapble 41tterent1als between the three ttpea ot aottle ... 

en.ts, h~e been selected. Bas tc data bave been oollecte4 

to work out the .following variables a 

1. G.towttl ot poptdation 

2. DeDSity ot population 

a. Sex ratio 

4. Llterao7 

s. Occupat1oaal structure ot popul.atlon in terms ot 

work partlolpat1on rate, per ltOOO distr1but1o~ ot 

primary• secondary anct Tertiary vorkera, percentage: 

proportion ot !lon-agr1oUltural workers to tbe 

agricultw:al worke.rs and percentage of male vorken 

engaged in non:.agrlo't:lltural pursuits. 

For the collection or required 4a.ta1 the reliance bas 

been placecl on the secondart data provided b7 the census ot 

India, Kabs.rasbtra census publ1oatl.ons. Data has ma:I.Dly been 

collected from a 

( 1) Part II.j., Sertes II1 General population tables 

tor 1961 a: 1971 Census. 

(2) Part IV, Town Directory, 1961 & 1971. 

: (3) Pan x, District Census Hand--bookS, 1961 & 19?1. 
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baaa •· !be frame, to locate the unlts tor 

compUatJ.on, bas been prepared from General 

popUlation Tables, 1961 & 1911. the lhlion 

Table A.III ot tbla 'folume presenta the 'villages 

class:t.t1e4 br popUlat1ont 'wblle 'table A..lV 

*fovns and Urban Agglo'iOeratioM classltted by 

popUlation• (of the lame) enable U9 to enl1St 

the small stud town • 

. Arter preparins the 11Gt ot large s1ae vU.lagea 

and small sir.e towns, tbe data have been. collected 

for tbe following ttee for each ot large s1ze 

vUlages an4 small s lze towns i 

1. A!'ea or tbe eettlemonts 

a. "total popUlation by sex 

3. Number ot literates by sex 

4 .lumber ot total workerS by sex 

5. Distribution ot worke!'l (by sox) among tbe 

n1D.e 1l'ldU9trlal categories ot ce111us. 

a. s AomvU.ati&mA .. IDA .to~IRLO.t. Am= 

'""" JUiPP I 
(a) !he data ou tbe above mentioned t.terr8 have, 

1n1t1al.l1t been collectt'fd tor eacb. tovn w1th 

population below 20,000 and tor each vUlaae 

wttb a populatlon s,ooo and above. 
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(b) After tb.e compUatlon ot <lata at settlement 

level (.large size vUlages and amal.l slze towns) 

tbe data bave been merged at 41Str1ct le'lel. 

(c) Ul.t1mately tb.f.) complied data bave been merge4 

from diStricts to au.b.natv81-41v1s1on (S 1n number) 

lev>el · separatelr tor large size vUlates an4 

small a 1m towns. 

(a) Data tor the same items bave been coapUo4, 

· separately tor ent.1re ru.rai ·and entire urban. set 

of settlements (as per census ot 1n41a) tor ea.cb 

ot the 41st:r1ct ot Mabarashtra. 

(b) tbe data compiled. at d1Str1ct level have been 

converted at sub-natural 41V1a1on level, slmply 

by a4d1ng the data pertainltlg to tbe number ot 

districts ~al11D& in eacb ot the five sub-natural 

41V1a1ons ot the State. !be excercue bas been 

carried our separately tor Rural 4t Urban .set ot 

settlements as per Indian census. 1'bus, tbe data 

tor Rural and Urban settle.ants und:or tvo-wa,y. 

Class1t1eatlon became available at sub.natQral 

d1v1S ion level. 

How we bad to separate out tbo . semi-urban settlements 

(as per our cr1ter1on) out ot rural and urban set of 



49 

settleme.nts (as pel" census ot ln41a) at sub-natural 

fl.S.vJ.s1on level. For tb1a .Purpose 1 

(a) fhe compUed ~.av data tor each. 1tem tor l.arge 

s1ze4 Villages bave been su~tracted trom tba 

compUed raw data tor tbe ent11'G rural settle

ments tor each ot the ttve a.M.~t !bus, the 

'f'Ulagea Gtber tban larce s1ze. vUlages have· 

been termed as •rural.• as per· our criterion. 

(b) Same exerciSe bas been worked out 1n relation 

to tin<l out waban settlements 1.e. ro data 

tor small size towns have been sub-tracted 

from the relf data for entire urban settlements 

for eaeb sub-natural d1V1S ton. Tbus the remaining 

urban settlements 1 vh1cb are other than small 

aize tovns, are tbe urban areas according to 

the tbaory ot tbe present ftu4y. 

(c) Lastl1 to t1n4 out tbe charaoterls·ts.cs · ot· 

· aem1-tarban settlements tbe raw data for 

large s1zed vUlage& and small s1zed townt 

have been combined togatber at aub..natu.ral. 

41v1s1on level ot the state. 

!bus the bas J.c data tor working ou.t tbe variables 

re<~:u1re4 to stud)' the socio-ecouomlc and demographic 

character1St1cs or tbe settlements ot Mabarsshtra under two 

ttpes or elassiticati.on viz, two-way .. class1t1cat1on (as 

----------------------------.... --.... ----------------···-+ Sub.anatnraJ.-41vts tons. 
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41So:usse4 J;a •step tU~oon4" above and thi'ee-v.r-o1asstt1cat1011 

(as per 1etep tblr4' above) ot .. settle!IODta become aYa11able 

at aub.natura:L 41v1s1on ·1evei ot Mabarasbtra. 

Our next step vas to work out tho rates and ratJ.os 

to atU4J the 41fterent1als 1n relation to soc1o-eoonomJ.c 

. · and demograpb1c ebare.cterit tics or settlementt under two 

8,JStems ot class1t1catlon. fhe 41tteJ"ent variables bave two 

been worked out tbroagb. the tollowlt.t.g metbcaa 

1. Denstt;v ot persona per &q. km. 

== IQ'«al. ARB£ O( lUU!QDI 
. ot:aJ. area in sq. km. 

2. Sex ratio • Humber o~ tema:Les per 1000. males 

0 TQta\.AJUe£ DfH fgmiJ.U X lOOO 
Total. nwnber ot males · _ 

a. Growth .rate t 'lhe ·pere:entage deca4al growtb ot 

popUlation, 1961 - 1971. 

= 1an IA\'U&la~km ..s 19§1. RIJlll'L.I1c1oD x \oo 
1981 .popUlation 

4., Literacy !'ate by sex 1 

a) total literacy rate s J:t:: ~»p:f~tt!nl.~Saates~,lOO 
b) Mal.e 11teraet rate = ZPa&l. DBlt J.l.tiera?al. x 100 ·. Total. male population 
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5. ( 1) Labour torce part.1ctpat.1on rate a , . 

(a) Total = Totst workea x 100, .. 
~ -·· ~- ·!· 

Total Popu •. 

(b) Male = fotal male vo.rkers 1 100'. 
Total male population 

(o) Pemale 

( 11) Per lOOO 411trlbut1on of workers (by sex) among 

prim~y, seoonclart a: te~tW.v aeetcue "!)!economic 

acttvlty. 

( 111) ·pel'centap ot male workers engaged. 1n non-agrlc\11. 

t\ll'al traits a 

Total male workers engaged in non-agr1cultvel tJtaits 

(.i.e. engaged in other then first two categories ot 
economic aet1v1ty) 

::: liP 1 IJF··ar .- 44"Ql .... t7 I$ p·t I II tiPif_::M '&b I. 

Total male workers 
·--X 100 

(tv) Per 100 proportion of non-agrlc\tltvll workers to 

Aaricuttural workers = 

t,~tal wor~!.~ .~nl!l~.~ ~!!. c:~~e,,qr.z. ~l!..!L I! x 100 
. Total workers engaged 1n 011te gory I • n 

On the bas is of above calcu.latlons a DWDber or tables 

sbotfing tbe variations between tbe ftvol 1 Semt..urban and 
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. I 

\ 
VJ:l.1ea sett.1~ wittb rd~ ~e eool.~do· Cn4 

' \ 
I 

denogC~ephic chGr~erutice ~ -two-eet:e (~: & 
I 

thlf~')Cla$BificetiOD ·Of ~lemente ~« 1961 . .,.,. 1Hl 
! 

et -~ill diVS..Lcn 1~1 hr" -.,eshtJ:e S~Qte, taev• 

bea S*.,UD.t <to ata.'!y the eccl~o .eed 4un0gtapbto 

J>Ubltc4ti• of thl'ee way .oJ;ualftc•toa of eott.l.-JJ u 
. I . 

\ 
J.t.dla~~a. 

.,._, ebcwe t~e~~t;lefte\1 ~l.latl.oa, tabul•tton tm4 · 

caleul&t:loa .. of me.. G1t6 _.atlos Me beea cat~1c5 out ~ 

tely1. fo: e. two~ poiats• lH1 lr lt11 cerums of tou.• 
ftn l&'hUODh't-.a stae. 

411!. , ..... _..~-~0 

····.~·· tl) ~~ .&&. expeOtett ~bSt. the r:u:el Of tbt:o~-elaea1• 

£!cation till chow 1a01:e ~es ~cterotica 

tba -t:ha :Ndl Of two-w.,.c1ua1f.lcattca fllbJ u~. 

io the ~-c1uslfleat1.on a1fa11er:lw Will. ObOW· .. :~~ I 

~tUe ~-~ ·c:hvactentke• 

(IJJ 1ft 'tbo thte~-clueifiee~tcn ~ flcc~c: 

U4 ...,..t:e.pb1c ~entiea 6.W 'B.eft4-u#blft' 
wUl M oQIMVbat u ~eell of the 'C"U'.t•· GDtt ~l\e 

~u.-• acd dt.,f,... .. ~ tM. t.b:ec $MtO of 
sott:l~ ~d be siOftl,f!eaot. 

'.fbe ~ ~J.ontll ~et:lou :lb.w14 be uue fft 

. *barutrt..-a St.ato u well ae f• each· of lU ~a-tw:al ·1 

d£"rti$iOM aa4 lor: beth the time pe.lft'b 1••• lMl rm4 1911 Ctjmaua .. 
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C H A P 't B R • III. 

Stm.NA'i!U!U.L PlVDIONS ll!fD SETtLEMENT 
.PA1'fBRN IN MAHARI!SHTRA 1 AN INtaOOOC'tlOll 

• !oda,v's Mabaraabt.ra.· one ot tb.e tvent1 two states 

ot ln41BY~Un1on, coas1St.a ot twentt-atx admt.n1st.rat1ve 

4S.strlcts wbtcb nave tu.rtber been categoriSed into tour 

aclmtnJ.stl'atlve 41vl81ons as bas been ahovn ln table lo. 1 

1n tbe appeA4ix an4 Map Ho. 1. But SA tef'l!S of relief and 

4ra1rulge1 these 26 4:t.etr1ats have beeo categos-S.se in tJ.9e 

sub.natur·al. 41vts1ons b7 GensU9 ot ln41a1 1971. AI the 

analysiS or settlement clasa1tS.catton 1n tbls atutll' 1S 

carl'1e4 out on tb8 basts ot aub-a:atllf·&l. 41V1alons, lt will 

not be out ot place to ba\fe a ome d:ls cuss ton on the pbys teal 

and cultural teat\\NS and.· settlement patter.n ot those sub. 

natural 41v181ons. Suob a cU.scuss1on, becomes nece•se.ry 

ln 'ftov ,of tbe tact that phyl1cal. feat\lrea, climate, tJpe ot 

avaU.abUlt.y ot natural resources, cropplna pattem 8114 

transport pattern eta. pl.ay an t.mportaAt role 1n tbe pattern 

ot d1str1bUt10ll of llwaldl settlements wlthia and. between tbe 

different parts of a terrltort. For examplo, ·Wlf1er the 

es1st1ng pby81cal and cultural landacapO features 1n 

····-····-------.. ·-~~-----·----..----- ...... -..................... ., ............ . 
• 'lhe present Maharashtra state was formed Oll :tat May 1960 

at the tlure ot territorial re-Grgan1aat1an ot tbe slates in 
India. Mabarashtra ¥89 etnerpd as a resul.t ot e.m.al.gamat1on 
nt Bom'ba,v and Porma 41via1ons ot the composite Bombay state, 
tbe V14harbba reg1on ot tbe ol4 Madhya ,radesb and Maratl1Va4a 
region or the former H,-deraba4 state. fo.ttay the torritorlal. 
bot.mdrt ot the state 1S 4et1ne4 bJ tbe Alfblan ~.s·oa to the Wost, 
OuJa~at state to tb.e llortb.West Madhya Pradesh atat.e to the Ncrth 

. aDA Karnateka to tbe Soutb and. An4bra .Pra4osb to tbe Soutb-East. 
5'3 



TAm& No. 111.1 

Porce~ap d.1str1but1on ot M~abstra'a total uea, .t.a.a. u. set\leaantt> 
, .. . ·· and popt.O.at1on amona itl oub.natval d1Y19lon. 1971. · · · 

·. ; >£·---· ~---·f-1 -fii-J -· ---~.-~H-a·t-·1-1··-fl:lilli!-· t __ . ·---· WI-Mi_ ..... _"Silit--1!11-"-"d:a_$_4 -·--··-lil·-~···-_iil@ _____ id-. -·1-_&k_l_ .. ._..._li.J't ... _rilll!lliA_t:...,_t __ ,._ .. ;ri!l_,.~l-. M-~-~li;-J;If;JI-IIUf_a __ JIT_H_ ...... }Q_O -lJdiJ-J -·· 
-, } 

fot§!. area 
(ltnl ) ot _ rtuber of settlements PepUlatioo 
tbe a tote: - - s. .. -1 x ; "·. fl~"-*·-··k -.II!I!!IIW · - • 

and 1ts dta. ~tal ~al tlr'baD 'fatal. Jlur~ . tfrbm 
tl"lbut1oD 

. aDlDDg SNDs. ~. 

:;: : :;!:;:·:: :::: :: ;::·::;~:;::,::::::: ::a=~:.:::=:::~.:: ,;::; :·!1::;: :::::s::,.: !:.:::: :.::::. :z::: : :::_:.·;;::! ::: :: 
MABAKASftl! 

s !Jb.iiJiY£1l.4l!111a 
3.7.1 Taptt.Puma ValleJ 

. ; · a. 7.2 Pengansa.Vatnsanca 
. · plateau . · 

a.s.t :m.-tem p.lateau 

a.a.a wes-tem pl.ateau 

t.a.l Mabara1lbtra 11ttoral 

' . . 
007762.0 36087 35'718 289 
(100.00). (100 .. 0)(100.0) 

57436.0 7813 ?lGO S3 
(18.66) <.ao.ol> tta. 34), 

66015.0 8613 ·8574 39 ' 

(21 •. 12) (23.96)(13.49) 

96168 9781 9680 81 
(31.25) ('27.06)(28.03) 

58?490 5625 5563 62 
(19.09) ( 15. 65) (21. 45) 

30»4.0 4855 4801 S4 
( 9.88) (13.42)(18.69) 

(SRD = Sub. natural dtvsa loa) • ·•w 'rB .~toni t 
'II - thih .. 

50412a35 
(100.00) 

8090967 .· 
(16.Q5) 

7371644 
(14.62) 

1390005t 
(95.67) 

9543743 
(18.93) 

11506925 
(22.82) 

34761024 15?11211 
(100.00) (100.00) 

6301945 1189'122 
(18.:~6) (11.39) 

558~3 .1788021 
(16.09·) (11.38) 

13.370688 2529388 
. (32.71) (lrJ.lO) 

?056?40 2487003 
(20.34) (15.83) 

4388'128 7111097 
(12.65) (45.30) 

Lll 
.:.t· 
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1n Maharasbtra, all tbe 36,067 sett•ementA, covering rm 

area ot 3071 ?Ga.o sq. kn!S. ·and 1nb.ab1te4 by 50,412,235 

peHons nre not of the same ld.nd in. te.rms or area and popu

lf!tion coverage as well as trorn the view point of th.e level.· 

of aoci'.o-econom.lc, techno.economic and cnd.tural development. 

Most· of the settlements ( 35, 778) covering 98.00 per cent of 

the State•• are.a and a blll.k (68.93 per oent) ot the State•a 

popUlation are rural settlements while onl.t 289 settleaents 

are urban settlements having only 31.17 per cent popUlation 

and only 2.0 per cent ot tba State •s area (t-able 111.1 and 

,\~i~ iR?-). ·xxx.ai •. F':Jrtber, all tke rural settlements are not having 

the same a1ze ot pop11lat1on. Some are ver1 small w1tb popu.. 
' . 

lation less than 200 wtlUe otben are as big as having popu. 

latton moM tbao 10,000 persons (as bas been a tlown 1n table 

~rj3) No. 2 in the appendix' S1mllarl7 all the 299 urban settle. 

menta ot the State are 41str1bute4 quite unevenly among tbe 

stx urban sirs classes 1n .respect ot the number ot settlements 

as well as the awnber ot pe.raons (Table 3 1n tbe ~pend1x). 

Not only that but the conoentrat1oa ot lltU'al and urban settle

ments ami popUlation. among different a·tze classes also varies 

from one sub.reg1on to thenotber and rrom one 41strict to the 

other w·tthin each sub.natural. dlv1s1on ot tba State (fable 

No. 2 amt 3 1D tbe ap,pen41x) 1D response to tho physical and 

cUltural latadscape features ot the area( n~ 3 ~4). 



f,.SLB No. III.2 . 

RuraJ.tl$rbaa.w1se 419 tr1but1on of -total al'Cta and popl1latlon· 
vl.tbm Mabarasbtra State and w1tb1n eacb. ot .its sub-natural 

41v1s loa, 1971. 

.PopUlation 

r ••••- b _ t n l_tlJl'#l!'lif -llflill" 'j_sl@lll.liiiitAitt . I t ... •t_r,:ljltl" F ta. ...-•• I ) !lliJt-.:•••wxc•M.4ot-un'lli•'4i • IJiz:i 

. ,, .. ·z tltiJ1 • 1 H '~-- n a1 - Ilt ... ul rr_ t 'm n 

,. 
ll lll H 1 lZ 1 53 ll t. a IIi It lUlU I 1111! 3 •• ('Iii 'lit itt t r!a.Wi 1 I!W W 1 q t( 1 11~ ~ , 

100.00 98.00 2.00 100.00 
II U !WL_ ~ 11Qs:. Eililii:W'81f-~. l_@tl_p 8 7 

68.83. 3l~t17 

IJJlJ.uaJnall, sii!1lkU'I 
3. 7•1 ~apt t..Puma valley ·loo.oo '71.88 aa.12 

3.?..2 ,Penganga-Wainganga. 
plateau 100.00 . 99.03 0.97 : 100.00 ?8.74 24.26 

3.S.l iastern Plateau 100.00 97.69 '1'.31. too.oo 81.80 18.20 

3.8.2 Western Plateau 100.00 97.61 2.49 100.00 73.94 26.06 

96.37 3.67 100.00 38.14 6.1.86 

•u.---•·•·-~-~-·-••·-w-•-----·-·-·---•·----•-•-••-----·-·-•--••--•--·~··--·--•-•-,•-•w-~r-·~~--·~·-----~~·-·-•-·-------··-•-•r-•-•-·-•-••-•-.. r----
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Beliet and Draina.g 

b1S leal 1 tting 1 The Maharaa btra region, which 

ent trely r s ts on a b al tic b e at pl c 1 1 t clln1oall.Y 

dil·turbed, rod d and burr ied beneath a nt e ot all uv1u , · 

consiSts ot two a3or reltet d1Y111cnsJ {1) The Pl teau-

a part ot ccaa.· table - land and (11) Konkan coastal strip 

abut·tnc on th b1an s a ( Map 2). 

( 1) Tba J!laJieau - R arly nlne .. tenth or the tate •s 

area ool'l81 ts or tb.e plat au Local Yarlatlons ln 11 t 

are caused by Sahyadrlan range ot mountains-tor lng the 

Western rlm ot plateau. In contrast to the ahyadrlan ob 1n 

ot llountalna the s tpuru and the Melgbat are in the ortb 

ot tbe St t • 

bere are s v r'al otber alnor bUl ranges, Just 

1n the outh or Tapti-Purna bas .ln are tbf s t al alagb t 

etc. !hese bUl ranges or the lava plate u. transv rse the 

tly With t- ortb-West and E t.South.-: t plat u 

trend. orming tbe water dlY1de between tbe aJor r1 rs 

oil .tbe plateau, the ranges develop tbe pr 1nent relief 

teat.u.res on the la'la surraoe. 

On the other haml the outer,ops ot. ranite, 11 st~ne 

1, G!' D. shpandey - Gtpgrtpbx ot Maharubtra; atlonal 
ok Trust 1 ev Delhi, 1971. 

2, J.P. bannavar - 1 
lat1onal Instltut~ 

3. a.t.s mcb -



and associa,ed :-ock types have produced irr.lguJ.ar and 

craggy hUls in the Vidbarba hlll complex or the plate au. 

These types or hUls and sluggish stream, hare much in evidence 

in Bbandara and Chanderpur districts or the St ate. 

( 11) Tbe Konkan coastAl 1anc11 1- ThiS area stretches 
l 

t'roDJ Damanganga river 1n the orth to tbe)"lerekhol river 1n 

the S.outh and in the Arabian sea littoral ot Maharasht ra 

- sta:te. This littoral "gion lies between the sea and 

S ah•adrian hUls having tbe varying width or 45 kms. to 

75 kms. 

Riurs and drainage in Mibaru htra 1 

As has been shown 1n map lfo. 2, the principal rivers 

that drain Mahar as htra region are Tapti, Godavari and 

Krishna, ' although, Bhima, Wardha and Wainganga are also the 

aaJor rivers ot the area. Tapti bas 1n 1s drained to the 

Arabian sea, -.-hue the rest or the region 1s drained to the 

Bay or Bengal. Tapti 1s a maJor tiver of Maharashtra plateau. 

Ita maJor tributary 1s Puma which drainS a part of Vidharba. 

Tapti and Purna form broad bas 1n which is quite unlike the 

bas ins or other rivers or the l?egion. Southern part or tbe 

bas ina are fertUe wbUe northern areas are sandy and more 

dissected. Tapti covers almost one-tittn of the area or 

tbe. R·ealoll. 

· · Godavari 1s the otb.er J)"rincipal' r ·iver 1n Maharashtra. 
I 
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e th halt or t area 1a oo• 4 b.r 

It 4ra1 the t te 1n the nort h: • Pe anca 1a i t principal 

tributart 1n t st an4 dr los tbe area or uldbana -

t al pl t au. 

riahna its tr1butar1e dtJa1n aha.r btra in the 

outb. It cove a lar a ot t be tat • ( ap , 

1 c tul. an . yslS ot tb relief «r 1n e ot t 

t &te ttna le a to dlati ulsh • ry ale :1.1 the tb e 

r . 1o , cl• - 1t1 d turtber 1Dto ti sub.n t ur . 

4iY1s lo vi thin a.b aabtra State• b n shown 1n 

c :tion, p 

ott t1 

. 1 

list ot dist rict s t ling 

d1Y1s ions or t t t e a-

2 

3.7 3.7.1 
abar btra ortb Mahar btra tt-Puma 

3. 
abar8SbtJla 

Pl te 11 

Val~e.r 

3 •• 1 
tern 

Plateau 

r e cb 

4 



~ Div . 
ill!) I>iv. 
~ Div . 

A !:• ·•· rurol c. r• : u.a:b;m sc;t tlet· ent s ~nd ror• ; <sti o n 
tri l'l t l ·-r.olutal 'ii·. !:oln ns, l t ahnrashtre., l ?'l l 

Rural settlements 

Area 

R>J rul f'op ul iltion 

3 . 7.1 Tap t·i PurnaVal ley . 

Urb~ settle~ents 

Eac h circlclis divided 
ill"ono five r~ub-natural. 
divisions accurcl inq to 
the ,..ercentaqe its 
at<!a , ru ral ond ur·ban 
lle tl'2T'l<>nts v r population 
be ars to that of the 
Sta te. t •r;.rco nt <:~ce 
fic;ureo are also shown. 

3 .7 . l Pennano a - liainClan'Ja Plateau . 
~~·] tl iv.J. B.2 'l'le Sitf'rn l'late'l 

3 . £l .l Eastern l'lateau . O Di•,. 4. 2 .1 l'aharasht ra I.ittt.>ru. 
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!be '•m. part or til v .. •·1• ooaf1ne4 bet een 

t \U' OD tbe 8 rtb J ta . Uls t · t 

wa.N pJ~olonc tton of the Tall T 11 it 4 on t E bt 

ra atl Plateall 1eb b tba 41v1d betwe n tbe two 

a· the ap i- ·uo on v at 
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A te Ue p of M araahtra llee in t . 
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· and small dams aoi'OSs the streams 1A the western ltbandesh . . . 

makes tbe irrigation convenient, but moat or tbt.t land 1n 

lalg.aon 41.8tr1cts remaiDI un1rr1gate4. 

ANa 1a known tor tbe pro4;uct1on and oxport of cotton. 

Kbandeatl 18 called tbe oottoQJ'ardi ot Mabarasht,.a. East of 

the dlYJs:l.o.n enJop a well de-.el.ope4 transport .network. 
I 

MaJor transport routs are parel.lel to the Puma r1ve.r. 

lal.geon end Busbawal botb are the irnportant trading centres 

on central raUw&JS,. DbUlla cotmnands bJ.cbways between Bomba.v 

anti Delb1. The Town 1s away from. central rallwar and there 

is oomparat1Ye17 a slow pace ot development here. Northern 

1 italt of' tbe D1V'.1S loll lS a t radlt 1onal. aone be 1ng largel7 

'inbab1te4 by 141vas 18 ( Bb.Ua). Forests are the m~in 

eoonaJD1o resource beN. Wood cutting an4 oolleot1on ot 
hoDS)' and lfWil besl.d.es, tbe primitive tJp8 ot agrioUl.tUN 

1s the main econom.tc act1Y1ty of the trlbala. 

FertUe land ot the 4.1v181on support cUl.t1•ation .atld 

aajor settlements like DhU11a and Jalgaoa 10.?.0 kmB. away 

trom river. The t•rtne crescent has mant large villeces 

and several towns conmected by roads ol" located on· tba Tapti 

Yt4le1 ra1lva1 system as bes beea sbow 1n ·Map lo. 4. 

!be dlvlstoa baa a total Nc.. ot 7,213 settlements 

1Dhabite4 by 80,90.967 persons 1n all oo~r1ng 16.06~ ot 
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tbe Sta.te •s total pop\ll.ation and 18.66 per cent ot tbe 

total area ot tbe State. Of tbe total settletDents ot thla 

d.tv1sion ?,180 al'e rural (covering 20.01 per cent· ot the 

State •s rural settlements end 18.16 pctr cant ot the rural 

population). 11.39 per oent of the Stat.e •s urbaB popUlat1.on 

live in the 6a urban Settlements of thla d1V1Slon .(table 

Ro. 111 •. 1) and Pig • .t ••• ) 

. 98.12 per cent ana ot the .Dtvts1on.1nha~1te4 "bt 

?7.88 per cent ot the D1V1sloa'e total population, 1s 

rural (table II1.2f.t~l)Most ot the rural settlements i.e. 
. . 

more than biDe tenth or the rural settlements ha•tng three 

forth ot the total rural popUl.at ton ot tbe D1Yis 1on are small 

·elm villages w1tb popULation below 2,000. 12.50 per cent 

rural popUlation ot the Div181on 1S concentrated among a very 

tow large •Ulages accoW'ltinc tor 1.47 pe.r cent ~t tbe total 
('Fi~ 3). 

rural places or tbe DiviS lont Horoovett large vUlagea are 

alao concentrated 1n tbe maximum 1D J'al.gaon d1str1ct followed 

by DbuJ.1a and Amaravatbt 4Ut.r1cts. Akola ~as tbe least number 

of large sized villages (table Ro. 2 1n. the appendb;};r:) . :~) 

Due to the development ot cotton textile 1nd~tries 

eome large s1ze4 an4 medium s1aed centres are coming up 

1n tb.ts d1vJaton. 82.41 pel' cent or the total urban popu.. 

lation ot the D1v1slon SS concentrated. among tour Ol~a I, 

rour clas" II and twenty two olasa III towns of the Divis lon 

while only .17.59 per cent ot the rema1ning populatioa live 1n 

23 small s 1ze4 tOVM, as the table lfo.. 3 1n the appen41z A ~~,_ 4). 
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npresents. A look 1nto the dlstrletvlse diStribution 

ot urban settlements 1n tbe division. reveals that Buldbana 

bUS no Olt19a 1 tovn wb.Ue Akola and Amaravati ·~ has one eaob 

but there Sa llO Class II town 1n tbese dutr1ota. Dhu11a 

bas only tour towa vltb popUlation above 20,000, one each 

1n class ·I A It and two towns 1n class III. Maximum number 

ot urban settlements ot the 1l1Y1t1on are covere4 by Salgaon 

district followed by Amarav·ati .::~ 41atr1ct as the table 3 ln. . . 

the appendix sbows. 

Tbts d1v1eion covers Jlagpur.Wpdba plain on tbe west 

and the forest covered. Waln.ganga vaU.ey on tbe Soutb.eatt 

ot tbe State. It comp.r.ues ot t1ve dJStr1ots v1z. N agpW", 

Bbandara, 1eotmal1 Wardba and Cbande~pur. Wa1Dgan.ga tlowe 

through Bbandara an4 Cbander.pur 41atr1ota. Wudba's drainage 

l.tes 1n the western pan of Magpv 41Str1ct wbUe central 

and eastern parts ot Nagpur belona to Wainganga drainage. 

wuaba jo!ns Wa11lganga 1n Cbanderpur district vbUe Penganga 
I 

~olnS W~ba 1n X'eotmal diStrict es tbe Hap No. s shows. 

BeaV)' ralntall 1S tbe main climatic oharaoteristio 

of the D1vts ton. ~h.Ss divts !.on· is coVered by many. kilttl 

, of forests but Ohander~pur district oonta.lns a reu.arkable 

proportion (80.2 per oent) ot its area \Ulder toreats • 

. fttce 18 grow mostly along tbe terraced flankS ot 
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tho river basln.s in tb.e 41v1s1on1 except 1n Ctum<terpu.r 

and Bhandara dts(lcts. Tbese two 41stl"1cts have an l.ntenstve 

cUlt1vat1on of non-edible oUsee4s vtz. 11nsee4. Cotton 

11 grown extens 1vel3 1n lagpur t Wardba an<l ieotmal dis tr.lcts 

· ot tbe divJ.sJ.on. textile 1n4ustrJ' bas provided. base to 

'Nagpur c1ty, around wbtch the/secondary and ~ert1art 1nctus. 

tries have crown• 

fhla 41V1sJ.on has maJor· 4epos1ts ot important minerals 

also .Coal deposits of. tbe State are oontt.ned to Nacpur• 

~ b.ancierpv end teotmal dis tr1ots. Manganese 1s totmd 111 

Nagpur aud Bhandara 4~trlcts. Important lron ores are 

located 1n. Cbanderpur and Bhandara wbUe l.J.me atone oocuret 

1n !eotmal and Chanderpur districts. 

D1v1tt1on baA a good network ot raUwap except 1n 

Cbanderpur 41Str1ct. Same ~s·. tbe pos1t1on vttb regard to 

roadwars (Map Bo. 4). 

&t'tl.t.~ RHHm • tb1a region •overs 21.12 per cent ot 
the State's total are,a; 99.03 peP cent of wntcb. 1S rural 

an4 on11 0.9'1 per cent of the ot.vislon•s area 1S urban. 

, Out ot a,ata aettlemants-1nbabite4 b1 71 37J.,644 pereoM 

(14.62 per cent o~ tbe State•• total popUlation), a,5?4 
I 

settlements (covering 23.96 pel" cent of' the State's rural 
settlements and 16,09 pel" cent of the rural popUlation 

ot the State) are rural an4 onlJ 39 settlements (covert.n.s 
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11.38 pe&- cent ot the State •s urban. popUlatloD.) are the 

u.rban cen~res the Division. Due to tbe rugged topogt-apby 
; 

ot tbe Divis ion, most ot the ru.rat. settlements are small 

scattered hamlets. Obanderpur district of' the 41v1S ion 

has the largest. number ot rural settlements of' the State. . . 

66.62 per cent. ot the District •s rt1:l'al settlements a.re small 

size VUlages witb population less than 500. Large size rural 

settlements are very tew in this d1v1s ion, most of wblcb 

are concentrated again, 1n Cband~rpur cl1strict ot the State 

(Table 2 1n the append 1x). 

Although lot o.r ~tneral deposits are tcund 1i1 th1S 

region but there .18 very little industrial deYeloprpent, 

most probably due to lack of exploitation ot tilese natural 

resources. Consequentll.y there are a tew (39) urban settle .. 

menta out of wbiob 13 are concentrated 1n Ragpu.r diStrict. 

itself wb1ch,comparat1vely, 1s tbe most developed district 

ot tbe DiviSion. In all tba districts ot the div4S1on, 

urban popUlation ts,, generally, c:oncentra.ted among tba towns 

b.av1ng population more tban 20,000 i.e. class I, II or III 

towns (table 3 1n tbe appendix} • 

Eastern Plateau i.e. Eastern part ot tb.e Central 

Plateau region or the state covers eight districts of 

Maharasbtra,namely, Aurangabad, Parbban1t Sangli, Nanded 



osmaaabad, Bh1r, Sbol.apur and Kol.hapur. At the southern toot 

ot Alsnta hills ttlere are strategic towns like l alna, . 
Aaangabadt Daul.ata'bad and. Kbu1.4aWJII~ LOll ralntall llmtts 

the agricultural. pro4uotlv1ty 1n tbe Dtvl.s ion except tor 
the intensive cult1Yation ot paddy in Kolb.apur 41strtct 

due to eom what be&V'¥ ratnteU bare. GaD.gepur 1s the only 
, . , I 

irrigation pro~eot 1n tbe DlvJsion. Aurangaba4, Parbhan1• 

Bhir and osmanaba4 are tbe vbeat growing areas lying ln. 

Go4avar1 Yal.1e1• Cotton is grown mo4erately almost 111 all 

tbe cU.atriets tb.ougb, malnl.J contlned to Parbban1.; Banded 
-

and A:urangaba4 41str1cts. Le.tu.r Ss tbe important cotton 

cen'tre and focus of traa.sport an4 trate. ltolllapv and 

Sang11 an the lmpol'tant tobaooo produclag d.istrlcts. This 

cU.vu l.on ta also all important cane srowtn~a in tbe Upper 

Qo4avar1 vaue,... &uganoG~~S taotorles have developed by tbe 
' 

GJde ot oane-t1el4s. OS.UeedS are 8hWB almost 1D all 

dlstr1cts ot tbe 41v.ts toa but azoount-nut srowlng 1a conoeo. 

tra.te4 Ia oamallt4bar1. i'be ama falling 1rl Maba4eo h111 
I 

Mineral 4ep-1ts are ·not toun4 1n tbts 419'1S1or& 

except Bauxite Sa itolhapv ami s.ome ltmestone 1D s angti 

4Sstr1ct. 

Sal.gaoD-Aurensabad.Abtne4nagar 1a a tre41tional. route 

between Tapti 8114 Godavari va1.1ep. · Transport 1s not weU 

developed in aU dist.r~4ts exoapt iloltlapUI' v1tb regrad to 
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raUvqs and Kolbapv, S.aqt1 and Sbo1.$PV wltb res.peot 

to roadvqs as tbe Map So. 4 shows. 

it''l.amcD1«- DA1Abm: Settlements 1n tbls 41vis1on haw, 

geae:ral.llt · toUoved. tbe water courses and am located on 

tbe to,tJlaees at a tate ci!Stance ft-orn flood water, covorlDg 

31.21 per cent (961168.0 m2).1 or tb.e Stateta total area. 

Lilta tbe aNa coftrage1 tbe D:lVU ion. OOWIUtt the mas,Smwa 

ot tbe Stat• •s total tm4 nt.l"t£1 aett!.emeats and poplllat ton 
. . .:3. fif) 1. 

as •l:l:• Die tat.le Bo. 111.1/ 4aoloses the same. 81.80 

pel' oent 1nb.ab1tante of D:lvlsion are 4:18tr1buto4 · amons . 
· 91680 l'tll'al settlemnts pertd.Ding to d1ttefttnt stze groups 

ot tb.o popu.lation.'FI~3)A. good number ot la.tCO s ir.e rural. aettle

•nts comes under this d1vlsion. But this is true onlr tor 

Kolbapur, Sbolapu.r and &aDsll diStricts (Table 2 1n tbe 

appendix) wbeR tbe asA-irdWit,.lea are 4oveloplne~ Rest 

of the tl.ve 4ist&-iete ot Eastem plateau appear to I» poor11 

naouroe4 41str1cta bav.lng a concentration ot small a1ze4 

rural settlements • 

tbfa 41vfsion hoJ onl.J 18.20 _per cent (mlnlmua 

prop.ort lon ot vban poputat 1on among. all tbetlve s u.b.o.aturel 

41v1sioll) or tbe popUlatlol\ llvlng in 81 towns (covering 

28.03 pel' cent of tbe State's W"ban settlements) ot the 

diviSion. In comparison to otber 41v.ts1onst Eastern pl.nteau 

bas much lover percentage ot' its urbBft poptll.at.lon eonce• 

tratea in large s.1ze urbaa ceatJ'eS. On tbe contl"SZ1t 

among all tbe d1v1S1oras 1 tbo maxSaum percentage of tbe 

D1Yis1on•s urban population• concentrated ln amall size6 



towns of Olaas IV., V & vx· Is tow:t4· f.n Bastom plateau J. 

ctt:flelont;~~A large number ot urbm settlementa (9 out ot 
19 tovnt~), 1nhab1te4 bf more tbe 60 per cent ot tho 

UZbaQ poptalatlon of tbe district• tall.S 1n the categort of 

amnU e l094 towns la P arbban1 d istr1et toUOWIId bJ' 

Osaetlaba4t Banded1 Bblr atJ4 A:Vat\labad 4ist·rlcta ot tba 
; 

Dit'iaioa (fable s ltl the appcu¥\u).. Most prQbablt, a pool' 

J.n4uat~ial 4eft1opmant, may, be d:ue to the poor natnral

Nsouroee ot t.be 4S.Yts lora. ·bave nstr!.cted tb:e developmeot 

of large sir.ed. VbaD eent.res ln 110st ot tbe 4!str1cts ot 

tt» 4SvSS1on. Some ot tba small m4 m&4lut~. sized urbm 

oeatrM aro tbe strategic cities ot hfstor·icol stptr1canee. 

Some ot these are also the ce.nttea tor tbe tmpo.rtmtt 

agro.base4 J.mtustrs.s. 

i.aJJ.aatsraJ.4&!M&tm ,a.a.a ,Wt~tam.rA).atco. 
Th111 dlvblon oonprlacad ot tov 4tstr1cte NasiJt, 

Al'lae«lriagar1 Pooaa aa4 Satara lymg at tbe toot ot Sab¥adr1an 

.ranp vbioh slopes sent11 eastward along the M£t.barasbtra 

plateau and tol"mS a almost coat J.nuoua •ange m its ifol"tb. 

South ooUGe except tor a few saps. Tbe Satma.ta.A;Saata 

ohain hftt acrosa ffaslk en4 llU'k8 ott tbe !apt&..Puma ve11e1 

trotu tbe Godavari basta. 'l'be ShJa Shat'Jlter 6 Balghet range 

tons tbe vatonbe4 between tbe GollaYarl 8114 the Bblma. the 

lt!'Utma bdiD ltl"etobea to tbe sou.ttt..west ot the Mahedev 

blUe. !buJ this ~tvts~oa lies between tbe mnjar riwr 

baskll of tbe Stat"D as thG Mop lo. 2 a bow. 
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Low· ramtall 11m1ta the ac•tcU1tval pro4uct 1Y,it.Y 

bcu~e, .but 4UD to tbe a¥aUab1lity of larae scale t.rrlsa. 
' tloaal tacllltlea, tho cUlti.vatloD of sugarcae Ja mostly 

401\08ntrate4 in this 41Yis 1on. Ablle4nacar ta the aott 

.blportant caoe...pi'Otuoma uea. Susu FactoJ'MI ruwe grown 
. . 

bf tbe s14• ot the oaa.e-tm148, Sntegaf'atit.la toe ·f.f.PO-

&ndustrlal economt. ant e'f01-vms.1n tbe p:roceaa ot a 

agro..im\ustr1al lantbcape. some 1-ge slaed 9Ul.apa, 

sucb a IgatpU& t\1l4 Gatl, tun.etton as the cellt1'88 of pa44F 

trade vtth. a tev ~lee llil.b. 

!be t.rhal Ghat and BoN Ghat are the maJor passes 

tbroqb Wblch communloatlofl 1Se 'b8tveea tbe pLat.au end tbe 

Koltkan eout land. !be Bat!Lhmbay route uses the !bal. 

Ghat vh:lle t_.af'llO· h"om aout~ proceetta tbl'ougb Poona tko 

SombaJ through Dol' Ghat. Othe.r Obato aL"8 also thel'G. 

ovezta11 tl'ansport .netw~trk is not wu 4ovelop'e4 

in tbe D191ttoa. Althollsb t•• tbe vlaw point ot aut~cod 

nata, tbe u:eat are not auob iaaocets1bl.e. but d tal' • 

raUwe.J~ ue coneetnetl• manv anas a~e· tba h1gblr macoe. 

&Sible 1n au tbe tou.r 4:Jstr1ots. Poona.Bao.gloM and Bombar

BangaloN metre gauge passu tbrougb the regloa l~tng 

the tcwns aD4 tbe 1uae otzot~ Ylll.ages (Map Bo. 4). 

SaJilltJIIDl aattttrat A nmaber of s.aas aettlementa co~rJAs 

1S.93- per cent .804 19.09 pol' cent ot the State •• pqpulatton 

M4 Qtea N8peotiftl7tf..U in wste'-m plateau d1Yt.aion ot tbe 
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ata.te. Ou.t of the D1v181on1s total settlements, 5,663 are 

tbe rural settlements sbarlng 15.55 per cent or the state•• 

.rural settlements and covering 20.34 pei• cent ot tbe state •e 

rural popUlation. Urban aettle•nts. are 62 1D. number" oove. 

rtng 15.83 per cent ot state·•• urban popula-tion, (Table No. 

lii,.a & IIl.;e;.md 1=-;~ i~;t.). 

fbe table No. 111.2 reveals that 9?. 51 pe.r oent 

ot tbe total area inhabited bt ?3.94 per cent or the 

01v1s10111s pop·uJ.ation 1s rural. In comparison to other 

d1v1sion1.? large size rural settle•ats are foun.d. more 

commonlJ ln this d1v:ll1on speciallY in Poona en4 Ahmednasar 

d1Stt>1cts (Table lo. 2 1n tbe appen41x). The rual land

scape 1n these pockets 18 radicallJ transformed clue to asro-
1mlW+tr1al activities-a tempo tbat coatinu~s·; t.rom t.te~4s 

to factories. 18.50 per cent (highest among all tbe d1Vis1on.) 

ot tbe total rural popUlation or tbe 419'!1.8 ion live 1n large 

S 1ze Villages (Table 2 1n the appendiX) • 

62 urban settlements ot the western plateau. d1v181on 

cover a. 49 per cent of the total area aa4 26 •. 06 por cent 

(b!abeat. after Mabarasbtra littoral "d1vtoion 4.2.1· • 

among all the div1s ions) ot the t_otal population or the 

·'-). 41vis1on.,[ 95.82 per oent ot the total urbaa population 

11ve 1D f 2s; large sized towns while tbe rest ot the 37 

small towns are inhabited by; on17 14~ 18 per cent of tbe 

UZ'ban population ot tbe o1v1s1on (Table 3 in tbe appendix~ fi3.Lt). 
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'., '.~ o14 an4 M4,t_ftn.\ tcNnB in th$.& 41~~ haVe MA'Ul)' 

•.//, ~4e4 to tho ~ ~ ond .. tast .ti8wlopsng tJtto 
. 1.. I. . . 

t· ~ida~~ tovno Vi* all.~ no&lm thoro\~~ and 

· indUtntt\ J.ont~oo.,a. h eott~ o1~ :Sa· foo.na ove 
I 

~- ~1gn1fiomae to the ld8b ln4Ui.ltr1i4iaatioR ot tb8 ~· 

:f.llll:dlaBG1d~.!tM"a1~~· 
tilt• di"ddcn ~,._. of fOWl' 4totrlete t~ Qfeater 

DorabO¥• ~I¥\a.f, ~ ,unu Rol.oa at·Btinl 4ft ~ 1an4 wwaen -
ttK¥ --~=.Sea • tho -~ • Sali~Adrl •anae em the •Get an4 

at,H~cheo from no~ ·to edU.t~ !be "aion is et41ad ~anbtn 

Utt.omd;• .. 

iletW6 .,.tal1 d~s ~ and •~ lmt:d.di\1 •~..a 

S.tG olim•• Jta 1111'6\"S (~., Vat~c,. Ulb~t tho fau8a, 

·· ... tbe 63'd.t»t and Vu!tlhid. eta) ~'low w~aclr:•; ~ant ~ 

Uke :Dbarett.or•· Mtl3~-.. ~- 8~. V1JtV'atturS· and. ~kho1 

.a torQatl ~ 'ttl8 riWH J• t;be sea and ~,_., ·b~Jats ~ 

on GOn$tal \ft48 umJ ~ ~~ 

~4 4e'Jtu~cttl 1Ske ~~ens~,. 11'011 ~ Bau:d.to 

an4 ~te at'O 1Mate4 An~ diotn«t1. ~th 

lauxtto SA -~ ll:lcl flmM ~Qt.,,, Oa\'t ia _..,d.Uee4 

f.rca· ~ - QWpol\'3-tion a1.cma ·the· -· -~ •. '~tra
tton ot salt pana ts to'tmd il1 tM ~forth ~ s.-e~• !be 

eea S.e nat~ bcl.dio~ in QS:f1cml\~ ~ &s no 

;~tA•tcn ot rich c-ops ~t ~ .ulet ~-
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0 r course rice 1s the important c:rop all along coastl.ine 

f'rom Batnag1r1 to thana diStrict beoause of bea•y ratntall 

1n. this area. 1'1Sb.ing an4 mlnlng Is the maJor economic 

activity or the coa&tal towns all4 vUlapa • 

.ltoa the vtaw ptU.nt ot surtacecl roads, generalllt 

tbe areas are access1ble wt raUva.vs net work presents 

an interesting picture • ..Areas are htgbly inaccessible through 

l'a11vaJS 1n Kolaba and .Ratnag1r1 cUstrtots (inoludlnc 

4S.Str1ot beadquat:ten) vblle in Greater Bombay district 

tbe position ts Just-t~FtveN4h tn 'Tbana 4tstr1ct the position 

1S tolerably sood (Map Ro, 4) 

itSJil.IMat ootJa!m c :Beat of the area, smallest 1n 

compal"iaon to other tour 41v181on ·i.e. the nmaintnc 9.88 pe.r 

cent ot tbe total area of tbe state, bav1Ba 41 855 settlements, 

1t covered. by Kaharasbtra littoral 41vJ.s1on. Out of the total 

settlements, 4t801 are tbe rural settlements being 13,42 per 

cent or the State •s 1'*\U'al. settlements covering 12.65 per 

cent ot the .rurtD. popUlat.lon or the state. Urban settlements 

are 54 1n number. These aJ."e 18.69 per cent ot tbe state•s 

ur'ban settlements bavlng maxlmla ( 45.30 per cent) ot tbe 

state'is urban populationf~=-;~ i) ~ 

ThU 1S the most urbaniSed part ot tbe state. In 

contrast to other 41v1s1ons, . most ot the population ot tbis 

d1v181on 1s vba i.e. 61.86 per cent or the total popUla. 

t1orf,18 urban whUe a smaller proportion (38.14 pel" oent) (Fd·.2) 
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.. 
. ot population is I''W:'al. But clistrict-wsse ana1JS1S or 
aettleiDents pattern ot the D1v1s1on abowa tbat tbe d.1str1-

but1on of urban popUlation between tbe tour d1str1cts ot 

ot the ·Division is quite uneven. Greater Bombay diat.rict 

or tbe 01v1s1on 1a tull7 urbanised wbile rest of d1&tr1cts, 

except !bena, ·are b1ghl,y rural. Small s1J£ed scattered 

Ylll'.agea and sml.lll stze4 u.rbt~n s•ttlemen.ts witb nigh concen

tration 1n· tbe · coastal 11ne iS the main settlement, 

characteristic ot thiS. di'f·1s1.onM~mall s1ae4 urban settle

ments are 4.'1 in number baving on.lt 5.38 per cent ot '.iivlslor&'• 

urban popUlation wbUe 94.62 per ceut ot the urban popula

tion live. in only among 12 big and mediwa sized tovns of 

L 3. ~~4) the Division (T"ble 3 in tbe appendiX A.. 4\.bou.t 84 par cent 

ot tb.e D1v1s1on u.rban. popUlation is covore4 b7 a sitlgle 

urban unit J..e. Greater Bombav-the o1t.v diStrict ot tbe 

;State. lmpaot ot·,rap1d lndustrial:Lsation an<l. urban 41ftu. 

sion in this DiStrict ta reflected 1n its pel"S.pbery •. UJh9s .. 

bas 1n is tntluenoed bJ tbe metropollton c1t.r and 18 srow1ng 

zoap141Y due to lts favovabke geographical location. Urban 

and sub-urban settlemtents 111 the D1vlS1on are geRerall1t 

located along the railway line as the Map No. 4 sbovs. 

In s b~rt we can sat that in ten of reltet enet 

4ra1na.ge Mlibarashtra state can be 4iv14ed into tiw eub. 

natural 4lv1S1ons. Eaob ot these 4iv1s1ons sbows too 
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d1St1not1ve soo1o-econom1c 81'14 geograpb1eal oh.araoterist1cs 

in respect ot t.ransport ntttwork, irrigation resources, 

cl1mat1c con41t1ons • t.vpe ot son ~ avaUab111ty ot 

· .. bl4neral resources eto •. Acoorclingly' the cropptng pattern 

end.: level of ln4ustr1.al. development also varies from 41vt. 

alon to 41v181on. Heterogeneity 1n relation to· phplcel 

setting, and economic development potent 1al1t 1es tosatper-
. . 

wltb bi.Storloal factors ot ooollf)mlO srowth resUlted. ln a 

bigbly 1mbalan-ce4 distribution of settlements between the 

ttve sub-natural 41vl8ions of the state (Table No. 111.1 . . 

and III.2X• For example; a bisber proportion ot 41vJs1on•e 

urban settlements belonc to sm&ll eized. urbun oentre.s ill 

Mabaruhtn littoral div181on (4.2.1) most probablt <lue 

to the concentration ot 1ndust.r1es and urban d1tfus1on 1A 

a tew blg and large s1ee4 urban centres in tb.e d1v181on. 

Oo the other hand a higher no. ot saall s1za4 t·ovna iS 
' 

found 1n Eastern plateau most p.robabl7 because urban 

centres are not grow1llg at a taster rate due to poor 

1ndustr1alisatlon 1n the 41v181on. tn contrast to tbe 
I 

growth. pattern ot urban settlements, the large s1ze4 rural 

settlomatt are ·emau·sJ.ng at ·a taster rate in. Eastern plaJ:eau. 

an4 western plateau. regions of the state because ot the 

dettelopmettt ot acro-1ntlustr1es in tbese areas. Large 

s1ra4 villages in faptt.-PlU"l'la valley are suppOrted by tba 

tertUe crescent of the 41v1s ion. Small a1ze4 scatten4 

vUlages 1n the coiDl'JOQ. tea.ture ot settlemonttJ pattern in 

the Maharasbtra littoral an4 V'id.b.arabb.a region (41919 1on 
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3.7.2), may be 4\Ja to tbe poor oult1V'e.t1on, rugged topogra.. 
. . 

pby and poor ·transport ~twork speclallJ in Batnactr1 an4 

ltolaba dletricta ot. Mabarasbtra littoral an4 .ln almost 

all the 418trt.cte, except Ragpur 4tstr1ct ot V14h.U'Va 

reston. C F-1 ~- "3 .2\A). 

DS.strict-wise d.istrtbutJ.on ot r\ll'al and urban settle. 

menta wltb.ift eaob 41v1G1oa al~o Yaries malnl;v, 1n response 

to the croppin& pattern, state ot 1n4ustr1a11satlon a:tld 

tranaport network ot tbe diatrlot. ror example, 1D. cob'.lpa. 

rtson to other d1str1ota, Greater ~mbaJ' aad. 'lhana 41strlcts 

ot Mabarasbtra littoral, Poona .4J.atr.tct ot Wettern Platoau, 

Sbolapur 41str1ct in Eastern plateau, lagpur d1str1c.t ·in 

Penganga-Walnganga plateau i.e. V14harba 41v191on an4 

Amravatl .ln. Taptt.Puran.a •alle1 are more- 1nciustr1alized 

and urbaniSed tU.strtcta sbowlng a settle•nt.- pattern 

different trom other 41Strtets ot the d191s1ons. Map No.~ . .. \ ~ 

supporting tbe abOve mentioned 41acuss1on shows the sub.. 

nat~al d1.v1S1ora-w1Se- arid dtstr1ct.-w1se location ~ft-

. or ell tbe urban settlements an4 large sized. vu·lages by 

transport pattern ln Hallarasbtra. (It was not pos~lble 

to show also the location ot 35211 small slu4 .rural settle

ments In tbis mnp). 



CHAPTER .. IV 

fHBiE .. WALCLASS 111CATIOH VJUBtS TWO.-WAL 
OLASSIPICA1101 01 SETTLBMBNfs IB MABABASBTltA 

In tbe present chapter, 81\ att.mpt has been made to 

reclass1tl' tbe ent1N nWllber ot oensua settlements (c1ass1t1e4 

into two categories vizJ rural and urban) into tbree categories 

namely rural, s-emi-urban and urban categorJ.os ot aettlements 

in Kabarasbtra state. AS has been mentioned earlier, under 

· tltt!~ plan ot tb.ia stwtt the exMre1ee ot tbreo .. waJ-olass1t1-

cat1on 18 baaed ma1Dll't on the st&e or population orlter1an. 

Acoordinl 1;o thls crtterlan all the small s 1za4 towns with · 

population belOW 20.000 . and l.arged VUlagel Wltb population 

s,ooo an4 above are to be oa.tegorue4 as aemt-urban while 

larce sS.Z.d vban centres ·w1tb population 20,000 and above 

wUl be :\t"eate4 as urban at one extNme and sraall s1ae4 

Villages wttb popUlation. l~s than s,ooo will be treated. 

u • rural • at the other extres. It bas also beea mentioned 

•arlter that tbe excerctse of three.Vai'•Clal'4'1t1eat1on ts 

t.o be caJ:~rie4 out at sub-natural 41vJs1on level aDd tor tvo 

time polnta • 1961 and 19?1 Cenaua of lndla 1A Mabaraahtra. 

!.._retoJ'81 with nspect to the ctueatlon a How f.I18D1' and 

wb1cb . ot'· 'tbe settlements ean be cl.asatf1e4 as semi. urban 

out ot tbe census ru&'al an4 urban tJpes of settlements, 
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on the eve ot ltSl and 1971 census 1n Mabarasbra . . 

and 1n tts sub-natural 41ViS1onsJ o[le 1DB7 look into tbe 

d1Str1but1on ot ce'nsus rural and urban settleMnts 1n thell' 

l"Oipeottve ala groups ot popUlation. For tbla purpose., 
' . / 

two mala tabl~, one shovJ.os the 41s~rtbut1on ot total 

mamber ot ·rural settlemeatti. an4 popUlat loa according to 

the rcaspect1ve a1ze groups ot ru.ral population 8114 tbe 

other showing tbe 41str1bu.t1on of all tbe census urban. 

settlements and popUlation among the a1X size olatses ot 

urban popu.l.at1o.nt baft been p.repaWtd f'or Mabarasbtra 

a tate at sub.narUPal-4lV111on level &'ld. tor 1961 as well 

as tol' 1971 census (Appeo4Js a 4\ 3 nspeetiftly) wtth the 

help or t~se tables the Nclesettlcation of census settle. 

menta lnto rul"al, semS..vban an4 urban bas been carried 

out 111 the following m.abnera 

Under tbNe tier S1Stem ot classitlcattona 

( 1) Rural settlements 

( 11) Urban settlemnts 

" = Total .Raral settlements. 
large sized vU;tages. 

= Total urban set tlemeQts
small s1ze4 towns. 

( 111) Semi-urban settlements = Larae sized vmatea + 
emall s1.ze4 towns. 

let us nov see that b.ov mtm7 ot the census •ural and census 

urban aettlemants have abJited to the tbb4 category (semi. 

urban) ot settlemonts In Mallarasbtra state and 1u. ita tive 



sub-natural d1vls1oaa to. 1961. and 1ft 1971 cenau.s. 

s.aml:Kl!an .. u1;,~llsaoll ai.\ .. a,..ll\1 Stfll.lll ,I.tJ!£11. .ltt$1emaDtca • 

IMatMll,ca atate 1 19811 

There were· 35;951 1nbab1te4 rural settlemonts in 

tbe state at tbe time ot 1961 census. It appears trom tbe 

table 2 1n tbe appe1'l41x .tbat Onl.J 0.93 per ettnt (.334 VUlagea) 

ot the total •. nlages w1tb. 8.32 per cent of tbe total rural. 

population ot tbe state can be class 1t1e4 at semi-urban 

vblle nat o.t the i~Ula :ea w lth 91.68 per cent ot tb.e 

rural popUlation ot the state a:tG the smau sized villages 

and come under the l"llral category ot settlements accol.'d.tOs . 
to our or1tCtl"1an ot tbNe tier a ,Stem ot o1ass1t1ca-t1on. (~-:>. 

I!.Bbl~rQibtCI . .\BZl.• Appeo.diz 2 also provides the 

data relatJ.Dg to totlal rural populat.1oa and total. no. of 

rural settlementti an4 tbelr dhltr1but1on among the respec

t1'ft a1ze ttroupa or rural population for 1971 census. 

At firlt inatonce one obServes that in 1971 OfUlSUSt the no. 
. I .• 

ot total villages has d.Eiclined · bJ 23 1n comparison to 
.. ... .-............ .., ...................................... ________ ~-------~·-···--

• The d.ecNase 1n thea nWDbel" ot vUlages over tbe decade blaJ 
be due to (1) depopUlation ot some vUlages, speo1all7 the 
tonst vUlages, · 

( 11) Some ot tbe •Ulagee were amalgamated wtth tbe adJacent 
villages. 

(111)Some vUlages were tullt converted into urban and (1v) some 
Yill&~es b.ave been submerged completely 1n the new 1rrlgat1on 
proJect etc. 
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that ln 1961. Another important aspect of this table 1a 

tbe increase ot large s1ze4 vUlages 1a 1971 against the 

same in 1961. In 1971 the n.o. of large sized v.Ulagea 

becoaea as bigh as 667 as agalrls t . 334 v Ule.ges 1ft 1961. 

But stlU like 1961, most ot the villages, ha1'1ng abo\lt 

87 per cent or the total nral. population tall under tbe 

categor.v ot small s iaed rural settlements (with popUlation 

below s,ooo>. fberetore, onl.F 1.,69 per cent of tt. total 

vUlages having 12.26 pe~ cent. ot tbe .rv.t»al population 

cov.l4 be clus1t1e4 bere as aemS..urban wbll.e .rest of tbe 

98.41 per ~nt census vUlaps .have been treated beN as 

•rural • c t:.-l3). 

s.~mk.urbM.Xi&J.ues .at !BleMt.~ Aix!a!a .J.tml., 
:W§J..A 1921 •. 

The table 2 tunher ( 1n the append is) presents the 

41str1but1oD. ot all tbe rural are• an4 population or tbe 

atate amons 1ta t1ve su.b.natural 41vt.elonS end 26 cUstr1cta. 

!be percentage 4lstl'1but1on ot rural settl••nts an4 popu. 

lat1on among tb.e d1tfezren.t a1ze groups or .rural. pop\llation 

wttbib each sub-natural 41'11s1on il al.so sbown .la. the same 

table. It u o._ened. tbat l'ollow1n.g the state •s pattern 
• a 'fery small numbe.l' or vlllages an4 persoras can be classs.. 

tied as semt.urban aml the bulk ot tl» vUla~s remain at 

•.rural' witbta each sub-natural 41v1s1on at botb the time 

pointe • 1961 & 1911 census. ( ~ 1 ctfi1 , H 1 · 3.). 



lSAb.IIGShta. .Wlf The table no. 3 lc the appeil4J.a 

sbova tbat ln the 1161 cemJus or India, Manudi'lt•a state 

batl a total ot aea urban sottletnents 41strtbuted amang ttkt * 
a1a groups ot urbSA popul.atloD. r.t we separate out the 

olat& IV, V a Vl towns tor· clasa1trillt .tbem _. •semi-urban• . 

as per our or1terlon, we tlnd tbat 192 settlements with 

17.34 per eent ot the total urban popUlation of the st_ate 

belong to tbe heat..urban' catecor.r wb1le rest ot the 74 

settlements (4.1stribut~- Sa elats 1, II & lii) wltb aa.ee 
per cent of the total urban popUlation reldtA as 1urba• 

, .. ' . 
··-

'llbl&:llb:tu lliab ... ;lm; 't.bere 1s an tncrease ot 

23 toWns durta« the sin ~•. rats lnf the number of vb&D 

centra tro• 266 s.n 1961 to 289 oc. tbe .,. ot 1971 

censua · ~ Mabuaaht.ra state. ot these 1aa ee~tlements 

have PopUlation \»low 20,000 (covarinl 19.-t? per cent ot 

tbe.:·itawa urban population) whlcb Caft be olatslfid bere 
,; ·' ~ . 

ur~an 'centl"tts (covering 87.53 per cent ot the state•s VbaD 

pt)pu1at1on) ~ ean be class 1tle4 as •urban' at per our 

crite.rlon., (lt.lep 6 i lflg. ~ ) • One mat note bere tbat 1n 

1971t' the n\Dbe.r of urban •ottl.ements, belonging to class 

1, II &: Ill, s.bows an 1noJreue ot 33 tow.ns t.o compariSon to 

tbeu aumb&r 1n 1961 •. Aga!Mt tb!S pattern, tbe small· 
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D1St%'1b11t1on ot seUleaents and population aJDong :Rural and 'IU"ban uassel l.:nder two-wa~-Clats11"1cat1on end· 

among Rural, Semi..urhn (Smsll stze town + la.rte stze Yillages) and urban classes Ul)de.r ttlree-var-
. class1ttee.t1on tor l!anarashtra State at au'b..nati.U'al division level tor 1961 and 1911, 

S tr.te/3ub. 
tl'it•.trlll 
d1.,1s1on 

Iear 

1961 

1971 

S uh.natural• 1961 
d1V1l,1on 

3. 7.1 Tapti- 1971 
Purna valler 

3,?,2 Penganga 1961 
• Wain(,JL"l~a 
platrau 1971 

3, S.l E 8!! tern 1961 
~late au 

1971 

3.8.2 Western 1961 
plateau 

• Distrlbut1~n or settiements 
and p~pUlat1on $der tvo-

Distribution ofs _e .... t-.:t~l-e~te_n_t_s_,M~d-p-~~p-ul-at-1_o.;:;o:::-·~=--r:.-·-r----_ .. ___ _ 

under tla'ee.,ayoclass 1f'1cat1on 
v ay. el ass 1f1 e atl on 

RURAL S E M I U R BAJ. lf 

total number ot 

S•tt.l'l- Persons 
~~~ents 

R U R A L rr R B A N 
-----·-----------~---- U H B A I 

Settle.. Popllla... Sett- PopUla.. Sett. i>opUla- Total Semi-urban Semt.u.rbarr-~-------
villa~s towrut Sett- p.,pu.l.a.. ments t1on lema- tion lome~. tion 

nts nts Sett- p;;;;;,ra: Sett- Pop;:- s;t't:- Popu- llem. t1on 
lemeo tion leme. latt- leme- latioll ents 
nts nts on nts 

36117 3955371a 35851 ~8391157 266 11162561 35517 ?.6023505 525 434833~ 334 23625~2 19?.. 1986281 74 
(100.00) ( 71.78) (28.22) (65.80) (11.00) 

360157 50412235 35718 34701024 289 15711211 35211 30469136 749 6189464 5"67 4231888 1$2 19575'76 101 
(100.00) (68.83) (31.17) (60.44) (12.~8) 

7189 6598115 7137 s:,;24573 s2 ·1373542 7073 4760431 96 876941 64 4641-12 32 4l279<J ~ 
(100.00) (19.18) (20.82) (72.15) (13.29) 

7213 809096~ 7160 6301245 53 1789722 7055 5513489 128 '1102632 105 787756 23 314876 30 
(100.00) (17.88) (22.12) (68.14) (13.63) 

8531 5751910 8~6 4443719 36 
(100.00) (77.25) 

8613 7371644 8574 &533623 
(100.00) (75.74} 

39 

9778 10984701 9698 9170426 
\100.00) 19&.48) 

80 

9761 13900056 ~6&1 11370688 81 
(100.00) (81.80) 

1308191 8472 
(22.74) 
1'7"'8021 8529 
( ~<:. :i6) 

42f.345l 
(74.57) 
5269099 
( 71..48) 

46 

67 

393353 23 
(6.84) 
562563 45 
(7.63) 

1.~14275 9588 8413762 \,74 1365654 ll,D 
(16.52)'. (76.60) (12.43) . 
2~9368 9482 9909317 ~56 21~0310 198 
(18.20) (71.29) (15.?.5) 

154268 23 239085 13 

314524 22 248039 17 

7561564 64 608990· liS 

1461371 58 658939 23 

9176277 
~23.20) 

13753635 
(27.28) 

960743 
{14.5?) 
1474~46 
( 18.23) 

1069106 
(18.59) 

1539982 
(20.e9) 

1~05285 
(10.97) . 
1870~9 
(13.46) 

5600 762e?.oo 5528 5767s7o ss 17o0~30 5520 4984586 143 u ?2704 10s 73?.984 35 . 389720 t? 1370910 
(100.00) (76.61} (23.3'a) (66.21) (15.58) (18.21) 

1971 5525 9543743 5563 7051740 62 24g7oo3 5397 5751131 203 1658288 166 1305699 37 352659 25 2134344 
(100.00) (73.94) (26.06) (60.26) (17.38) (22.36) 

4.2.1 Mll.btra.'lh-1961 
t.·a 
Httort\1 1911 

4939 M~?n 4S93 3784'3139 4G <1905923 4864 asso21s 
(100.00) (43.55) (55.45) (41.20) 

4855 11505~5 4801 43337~8 54 7117097 4748 40?.6100 
(100.00) (3S.l4) (61.86) (34.99) 

61 !)i.jo;q4 29 204594 38 335690 8 
(6.22) 

95 ?4~31 53 362628 ~~ 393063 12 
(6.48) 

4570233 
( 52.59) 

6734034 
(58. 53) 

·---------..,;.,.--------·-----------------~---.~-------"--. .. -·----·--



si.r.ecl towns bave regiSterecl a cecline of 10 towna cluing 

the • ._ per1o4. StanUarlf tbe s1ze ot population bas 

shown a :remarkable J.DonQSe .t.D oatle ot lars;e staed Ul'baft 

centres an4 a treml ot deol!De in popUlation ot slhl.l :urban 

e.ntres has been not1ce4 1n 1911 as eomparecl to that in 

1961 as tbe table 3 1n the appert41:.1 sbows. 

~ndcrJ•tJ2~a , et,ruliD!tf ... alit .Rf...lbl .. ctn!JJI ·QB.IAR .Bd~ltmtD'I. 

b a•u~ar&l 4k&s 1QU, , aL.t.bft.s.tatl l uti1 I 1m a 

S tmUar to state •s pattern• it is observed tbat 

each ot the tive aub-nat:uttal 41V181ons han enjoye4 an 

increase 1n. tbe number ot settlements and ptopol'tioo ot 

popUl'lt.ion ot class l.t 11 and Ill towu 1n 1911 as compa

ncl to that 1n 1961 wbUe a trend ot dec11De in tbe SGlDe 

.respect bas boea onserf'ed tor the small s lsed towns • Tbe 

a\lfllber or urban settlelllllats (large tJ1884 lU'bm cent rea) 

and semt.urban. towns (s.maU s1ae4 towns) alongwith tbelr 

population tor each sub-natural 41•1s1on 1a 1981 aad 1971, 

have been sbown .. .a&aJ.Dst tbe name ot each sub-natural 

diw1s1on itt table Bo. 3 1n tbe appendiX.~ ~d.-1; 

P.k\~£&lm~J.OB .at Bf!S~l.t!ID$L.IIi .. l!lnlEHB"'iDtiQ, ~131£14'• 

!Jemi=HP&' tmt, •wm! .etttSQ.EH! J1Pdt.l ~tiobo,QJIQY!. 
glu,el,J.Qat lAD, BE!!H! .. ~bt.k ,dt&llob"2Y!-tltm lit&! ate id t 

!be table Ro. tv.l summartsos the dtatribution. ot 
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settlements and pop\llatlon 1a rural., 1emt...urban and -urban 

categories ot settlements under three ·tier· sptem ot classS.. 

t1oat1on ot settlements vewus tbe census olaaa1t1Catlon 

ot settlements 1n Mah.arashtra state at sub.natural-41v181oa 

level tor 1961 & 1971 cerasua. 

fbe table shows that under triOhotomou clase1t1cat1on, 

. tbe ntltllber of rural settlemeata declines to 35,517 ooverlq 

65.80 per cent ot state•s populat1on as rural va!. a ~umber ot 

3&,851. ~al e~ttlements eovermg 11.?8 per cent ~t the 

stat·e •a population as rural aocord1ng to census olatsl

t1oat1on ot settlemctnts f.n 19Glt !be corresponding t1gutea 

in 1971 az.e 351 211 settle•nta cover~ 60.44 per cent ot 

tbe atate•a population (as l"'lral) a«awt 35,778 settlements 

bavt.ng 68.83 per cent popUlation as rural un.der CGnsus 

cleas1t1oatlon. ThSS is ao because 334 largo sized vUlages 

cover.iJll 8.32 per cent ot tbe stato •a census rural popu. 

latton 1D 1961 and 567 larlf.' s1zed 11Ulages coftrtr.&c 19.25 

per cent ot the state's census nral popUlation. 1D 1971 

have shifted to the semt.urbaD category under three-war. 

class1t1cat1on ot settlements.(.~~~ .5) 

In case ot ceDSua vbaa settlements 12.18 ·per cent 

l.e. 192 settlements out ot a total ot 266 census urban 

settlements 1D 1961 and 62.98 per cent l.e. 182 ou.t ot 

289 censu urban settlements in 1971 bave sbltted to tbe 
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semi-urban categor7 under three.wa.y-class1t1oat1on at 

settlements. Bence the number ot urban settlements under 

tbree.waJ-olass1f'1cat1on reduces to 74 covering 23.20 per 

cent ot states population as urban against there number as 

266. Covering ·aa-22 per oent or state•• popUlation as 

urtum. \lAder two-way.class1t1eatton in 1961. In 1971 tb.e . 
co.rreapon41ng tlgures are 101 settlements coverlns 27.28 

per cent popUlation. 'lenrus 289 settlements co¥ering 31.1? 

per eent popUlation or the state as vban under tb.ree-. 
f 

va,.clessitlcatlon an4 uruter census cla&91t1cat1on o~ 

••ttlementa r:eapectlvel)'. (t=,' ~ !>) 

FinallY; as a resUlt ot reclass1t1oe.tlon ot larp 

sized v.Ulages and small s1ze4 towns 1nto•se~n1-urban• 

o,atego~Vt tbe number ot semi-urban settleme:ots 1D 1961 

coraaus, becomes 526 (334 large ai.zed v11.lages ·• 192 small 

siae4 towas) covering 11.00 per cent ot state •a popula

tion as •serd.urbea.• whereas 1n 1971 th1s :ownbrU" becomes 

749 settlements (567 large atzed vUla«es + 192 small 

s1ze4 towns), .covering 1!.28 per cent of state•a popUlation 

as ·aemt-urban. 

B;al)enaval __ dhi!1aDA . ID4 .~bl!te•u~tJ.a~aia&filiD . 1' 
§_tttlQMPfii (M4, NP · 5 ~(,) ~ 

table Bo. 1V,.1 further •bovs tbe aub.natural-div1a1on

wlse 41str1butlon ot settlements aloq w1tb. their popUlation 

into rural semt-urbao. and ut"ban categories Vs. their 



d.1att1butlon into rural and urban oatesoriea under census 

class1tlcatlon 111 Mabarathtra tot' 1961 and 1111 oensus• 

It 1s obSe:ned trom. the table tbat maaimum no. ot the 

semi-urban aettle•nts of the state ia tollD4 1n tbe Butern 

plateau. 419'1a1on (dtYSs1on 3 .• 8.1) to1love4 by western 

plateau 41vu ton because large s 1ze4 t:ural settlements 

are found 1n raaxlmWI in these two 41v!S1ou. As bas been 

·discussed earlier tbe most p.robable rea~on tor tb18 pattern 

or settlement 1n eastern an4 western plateau aav be the 

taster development ot agro-:lndWittrS.• lleBUltirls .in cornil:lg

up ot large s1ze4 rural settlements at a speecly rate, 1n 

some 42.atr1ots ot tbese 41v1SJ.ons. In a441t1on, smaU 

s 1t.e4 tovna are al.so exiSting ill. max1mun 1ft Eastern plateau 

most probably due to tbe poor 1nduatr1alisat1on. the urban 

centres are l'lOt devel.optng much 1D tbta d1'1ls lon. 

fbe smallest proportion ot large vUlafes ls found 

in Pengenga.Watnganga plateau (41vls1on 3.7.2) toUowe~ 

by Maharasbtra littoral (div111on 4.2.1).. In t.bese two 

regions, most ot the villages are small si&e4 scattered. 

hamlets, may be· ma1nl7 due ·to the reason tbat tb.e poor 

cUltlYatlon and the rugged topograpiJ ot the 41v1s1ons 
. 

do not support the large s1.ze4 l"\l.ral settlements. In 

comparison to these regions the tertUe parts ot land 1J1 

!apti-Pu.r.D..-Yalley 8\tpport tbe large sized villages 1n the 
-~ , ' . 

·~ 

settlements ot Mabarashtra lies in Eastern aft4 Western 
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plateau 41v1S1ons ot tbe state. Between all the 41v1s1ons 

the popUlation 11v1ng 1n the semt-urban ared ot tho d1vt. 

sion 1n highest 1n western plateau (17.38 per cent in 1971) 

follovo4 bJ Eastern Plateau (16.26 per cont in 1911) end. 

faptt-Puma.val.l•Y (18.63 per cent) dtvl&t.ons. MSnlllull 

no .. of sem.S...uban settle~~&nts 1& touml in Vidbarba region 

(41vis 1on 3•7.2) of the state wbUe in terms ot •semi

urban' population, Mabarashtra litto;ra.l. u in the bottom 

(Pig. 3 ~4) 

Wb.Ue map No. s and c; SboV tbe location ot all tbe 

urban settlements (olasa.wtse) an4 large stze4 vUlages 

by transport pattern 1ft tbe state 1n 1961 and 1n 19?1 

respect1ftl11 aap no. 7&-55 sbowa the sub.i.natura1-d1v1slon

w1se location ot all the sem!-urban settlements onlJ,i"l961 

and 1971 respectively. Location ot rural settlement, l.e. 

aanal.l s1md v1llag8;8 coUld not be a h~vn in any 'map due to 

a hu. •amount (35t851 1n 1961 & 35,118 lD 1971) ot small 
/ 

a1ze4 vUla.gea ln tba state. 



OB.&PfER .. V 

IQC19-BOQ!~~&Q ... A!R .~·~~~~~ .. W!li!O.A!IQ& 

Ql? t!JREL!i~J.&ld!S.l.£1qlli9:1.9LAUMIERD. 

U JWt6Ra!!itJA 

In the previous Cb.apter we h.av~ reel as a tf'1a4 the 

census rual and urban settlements of ~arashtra lhto three 

cca.tegottles vtz. rural, semi-urban and u.rban. To confirm the 

Yal.141tJ of tr1chotomou class1t1cat1on o\'Gr+tb.e 41cbotomous 
~(!... • 

clase 1t1eat1on.., ve 1001 look into fsocs.o-economlo and dem.ogra-

pb1c 1mplioat1ons of tb.ree-wat-class1f."1cat1oa J.a the tollovlng 

two vaJS r .. 

I. Wbetbef' \be wo tftle& ot otass1t1cat1on ot settlements 

v1a. (1) rural and urban an4 (11) rwal., semS..uban and 

urban show aBI' variations between tbem w1tb regud to th.oir 

s ooto...economlc and 4emograpb1o cbaraoter11t1cs .• 

11. Wbetber tbe semS..ubm sot or sottlemnts sbova any 

dlstJ.not oocl.o-economlc.&-demograpbio characteria.tlcs in 

comparison. to that ot rural and urban set ot aettlements 

under tbree.war-classtt1oat1on~ 

AS bas been ment1one4 ear.tter, tbo 41tterent1a1s 1n 

nlation to soo1o.ect>nom1c a.n4 demograpb1o obaractflrist1os 
'a7 



between tbe 4S.tterent ~nes ot settlemtns bave been. atU4:1tr4 

1ft te-ra:e ot tbe tollowina variables ; 

1. Growth rate. ot popUlation 

2. Dens1t1 ot population per a q. km ot area 

a. Sex ratio 

4. L1teraoy 

s. Occtapatlonal st!'llctUJe ot popa1et1on. 

lt may at&o be mentioned -here that tb.• selection ot 

these varlablee 11 not art>it:rar,. !bl.'o\ll~ut tho Worltl,. 

these 'larlables are regU'ded as tbe ver7 important and baale 

indicators to assess the 4ttterent1al.8 tn ftlat1on. to soclo. 

eoanomlo e.t\4 4&mograpb1c cbaracter18tics between tbe rural 

IUl4 urban type ot settlements. tht.s hu beoome a common 

expe•J.ence now that the values ot the s al4 variables vary 

oorsa14erabl¥ trom one plao. to aaotber ctepemllng upon tho 

degree or ur.banlsat1oa. SpeciallY 1n a 4evelop1ns oountr7 

l:Lke In41a1 all tbeso variable have alWaJS shown tbe oontras. 

tins valu.ea between the nral an4 urban settlements. Bot 

onlY that but tbe inter-urban al'l4 hter~rural (of various 

&1ze,;.olasses ot popUlation) 4etterences ( 1n roopeot to tbe 

above ment1one4 variable&) are also tound to be quite 

pronounced tn Iftd 1a. • 

theretore. Orovtll Rate, Danslty1 Sox ratio, Ltteracy 

and occupational atJ>uctu.re ot pop\Q.atlon. have been considered. 
____ .. ________ _.. _ _.. _ _.. ____ ~·-·--... -~---~- ... --............................ ______ _ 

+ As tbe table No. ·1 .• 1 ot Chapter I, sbovs 1n case ot 
Matu.t.l'ashtra State. ~ 
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here e tho J.mportant varlallles to sttldJ' tho aoclo-eoonoatc 

and demograpb1o iap11oat1ons ot ttu:ee.;~ay-Olataltleatton 

of settlements in Mabaratbtra,. Be.ob. of tbe flw variables 

bave been.atudle4 in tbe touvws.ng sections. Hypotbea:t.s 1n 

alation to each variable 18 41scugsecl tn. tb8 concemed 

••otions. 

Orowtb ot popuJ.atloa bas been- studkHt bero 1n terms 

ot •perCGntage ttecadal growth rates•. The two time po:lute 

tor tbe • ame .ue 1961 & 1911 ce:o.~us. 

imcatbi•••. 
!be crowtb ot popUlation In a territo,.y depant\s upon 
~ . -

varlout taoton but tbe 4egNe or urbm1Sat1on 1ft terms ot 

1nd.ustrta1isat1on Plat a slgBJ..tlcant role 10. tbl8 ;respect, 

1Alt1allJ b~ attracting the masa imm1grat1on 1r1 searcb ot 

-Job opportunities 8D4 afterwards b.V pJ.-OV14lng a broatte!' bale 
- ~~Mw -·or .popUlation In terms of ab!Jolute number tor tbe.L nat·ural 

growth. tbls iS a common taot nov tbat the rate ot popld.a- . 

tion crovtb 1a t~lower t.n the sett.le•nts, basG<t on agr1oU1-

tural econolftJ' whUe lt .18 higher 1n tbose, pla.cee wb1cb are 

tndtl!Jtrlallsed. !hru.•to:re, the hypothesis in relat lon to 

popul.at Son crowtb w1ttt refennca to tbree .. wa.r.-class 1t1cat1on 

u t&-a~~e4 • g1von below • 

( t) tra4er the tbree.way .. c1SD&1tlcat1~n; Rural~set· ot~_sellte. 

ments have lesser ra~ of popUlation crowtb qalnst the rural 

set of se~tl.eJDDnts UQ4el' two-va,y .. cless1t1,1•t1ons . 
~ :i1"? 1.1 U I If • : ~ S- (1 .. ttfld_"l ? 1 N .• '!' M.Q F I _ U .. !!!l .litE . . 1. It , _1 Fl l.f . •• .,_ . -~lt_ .. JU _Ill t•.:!!a- ~ ~~!!!...!.- -_1' . f I . · · 

w POpulation Orowtb in e 01~ .t«Nl® is 4e.t"ftlill~ "'K ~,Q;~ ~ 
~tt-blrtba_.eet.~. ~ .Ugt>atlon. '1'b$ fint, t.wo Gl'e the -oa:tur::al 
el®tet~ts ot popul•ttoa. ~ playing •• poslt.tve 4l'lf1 NQat.lft 

~-\AI--.1, > ~ 



(11) Urban tet of settlemonts abov a higher popUlatloa 

gnwtb rate 1G compariso1'l to the urban set ot·se,tloa.nu 

'W\f.er.,vo.class lfloat 1ont 

(lll) Between ttte· tliNe tnes ot settlomel'ltl growth »ate 

ot popaJ.atlon. wUl be blghest ~or lU'ball settlemom• an4 

lowest for rural eet of settlements Wbll.e tor: the aemt.-urban 

set of ••ttlemeato 1t abou14 be hlgtter than tbe .hr'al. areat 

and lowe than tbe url:»a aet of aett;lemoats t.e. aome wb.at .. \ 
.,, \ '. "\ 

SD bfJtwen ot ttse two ( Bual .4 Urban) 

popUl.at 1on of Mabaratbtl'a at llubr.na.tural tU.v181.on level .tol' 

the two ••'• ol oJ.astltioatlon ot settlements; 

ZD'la .. !.l 
!be pe.rcentoge 4eee4al. ·;rovtb of population c!lvtng 

1961-1911. fol' ·tbo settlement• class1!Je4 UDder ·two-v.,.clesst..:. 

ttoatlon an4 tbree.wa,r.clusltleatlen SJStems for·Habuasbtl'a . 

at sub.natval. 41vAslon le\fel .• 

' I 

llahat~htra·state +:m.:aa •40.76 +21.87 +27.16 +42.09 . 

iAihDI:t-K"' d;•iD• 
3.,7.1 tapti-Puma 

·. val.lel ' +20.61 +30.30 



• '$!f Jlj_L_ lJIIi "lt f!ll nri .!JIII.l~~~:'ili!i(l!IT~t"TCJI~.-.z•••~_ar·y· a·~ I. 11 •tr.,fi_.i. s-· M L

6
_ 

----~~----------------------------~----------------
a.s.t Batem 

Plateau 

3.8.2 Westem 
Plateau. 

+89.01 

+16.96 +18.99 +58.98 
-· ••& .·4!la• IIIIF II .•• It •ll*tTTt II 18 

I • Popui.at1oa irovth 1D. the rural end vbaa aets ot 

sottl•menta under tfuiee.war.Ol.esslt.leat1on Vs t1H>••av-o1asas. 

float 1oa of settlements. 

( 1.) RUBALt (a) l:ti\b&Jl...;tbl.~~~~~~ 

Oi'()Vtb Of ~el pop\11atloD UQ4or tbms .. way.c:latsifloat!oll 

S. •lover (+21.8? per eont) tttan tbe two..vq.cl.e.1tlit1catloft 

(+.92.22 per eel\\) at pet" our bJpotheaJ.s. However t·t. ob9el"ft4 

41ttenncea ~wry el'l811. !be bssJ.o .nason for tb:IS see111 

to be tbe tact that olill' a very small no. ot settlements. 

(pel'talnlnc to the elaaa ot -1-larae s ts' 'IU1ape) trom the 
V\elrl 

consus cut.tgo.r; ot 1 J~U&tat• bsa· moved into tbe/ontogory i.e. 

aea&..vban set of settle manta. 

WS.tbiD .eaob eutt.natUlial 4!vtst.on tbe srowtb rate ot 

poj,ul.atlcm in tbe .rural. &Nat urdor 'bree.way.clasU.,ficat.ton 

Ia. 4.1ttln.Ot from tbat ot the nrel t.reas Utder two.wat-clas&i. 

t1oatto:n. Although the rate of populati-on grovtb ant tbe 

po.tt.em of •ar-tatlona between thO O.B.P. of' tile two sets ot 

rural settlet~~ent# 11vtoa troa 41'1:1s1cm to 4tv1sioa art4 also 



tbat- thO .range of 41tterencoo :tJetwen the €h lt .. P" of" two sets 

iS not w14or but eaob d1Y1ai.on tollowa a t10ocl ot 'Var1at1ons 

·s1mllar to ·tb.afs ot the State l.e. a aloveJt OE tor tho 
. " . 

. ~al. areas U!l4e.r ti1Ne-W&I'·Olasnit1cat1oa 1n ecmpartson to 

t:bat urder two-way ... cless 1t1cattca., Por examplR Qndel" botb 

·the ttJSten;s ot class.UJ.catlon; the rural are• or Pengaaga. . . . " .; 

Watrasaaga plat•au tollow-e4 b7 Ba9ten plateau have abovn 

thO btgbest g\'owth 1~a.te ot l)opUlatlon. whereas Mabarashtra 

11ttol'a1 d1vlslon's rural U'08S bnve natste:e4 the lowest 

de4ad.al.s-rowtb or p~plllatlon, mq be 4• to the ·4Uteren.t 

•oelo-ecottom1o ad seocr-aphtcal ool141t1ou (4tsousse4 1ll 

Chapter III ot the p&Jel'). &.1t a treDil of alover growth ot 

population .1a the ruaJ. areas und.e.r tbree.wev.elalsiti.oatlon 

· Ys two.W&F•OlaGsltleo.tton ls Glee w1tbin eaob. dt.v1e1on ot 

tbe State. 

Supporting our _,Potbes18 the arovth ot popu.tatioa u 
b1gbal' ( +42.09) in the ubau areas 'Wda~ tbNe..wa;r ... ol.ats.itt.. 

eatS.on Va two-wq.Olesslf'icatlon, C. +40. ?S) as tbe table No. 

V.l reve&~A. 

W1tbS.a eaeh 8t~b.natval 41vi!J1on, tbe growth of pop~ a. 

t1on appears to bo fa$te;r 1t1 tbe ®baa set of ••ttlements · 

Wl4•• tlU.'ee.i!lq.olesolttoati.Oll ln comparison to that under 

'wo.wa.t.clesslfloation.. It .sa t..-. tbat, the rates or popl.lla. 

tion gJitowtb tor 'brttb tbe seta of urb&A eattlea.ata Ya&-lea. 
I 

t.rom 41VUlon to 41Visloft and alSO that tbe: pattern ot 
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variation 1n relation to growth rates of popUlat1o9 between 

two-sets ot urban settlements 1s not or tile simUar nature 

f'or each ot the five su.b.natural. divisions as the table 

No. V.l shows. For example. the GRP tor the urban settlements 

. under three.way.class1f"1catlon in fapti.Purna valley 

(division a. 7.1) is +30.63 per cent which 1s Slightly higb.er 

in comparison to that (+30.30 per cent) under two,.way-classi

fication.,, ·.;dhUe 1n Mabara$ht.ra littoral division (4.2.1) the 

GRP tor the urban set of' settlements under tb.ree ... way--.olass 1-

ficat ion 1s as high as +58.98 per cent showing a cons'iderable 

percentage variation over the same (+45.07 per cent) under 

two-way~Classif'ica.tion. But mspite of the differences 

between the five sub-natura1-d1v1s1ons, a trend or .taster 

popu.tat ion growth in the urban settlements under thre<e ... way. 

class1t1cation 1n comparison to that under two-way-classiti. 

vation 1S quite clear w.ithin each sub-natural division of 

the State. Table No. V.l snows the same. 

II~ Population growth and the Rural• Semi-urban and Urban 

sets of' settlements. 

(a) ljithin tile StC\te,; 

Obv2.ously the growth rate ot popuJ.at ion 1s highest 

(42.09 per cent) 1n the urban set· ot settlements 1n comparison 
I 

to its rural and semi-urban counterparts. !he rural areas 

re.cords the lowest (+21.87 per cent growth rate of' population 
are 

whUe sem.L..u.rban areas supporting ·:our:· hypothes 1St !Jlutte 

distinct ( +27.16 per cent from .rural and urban 1n this 

respect as the column No. 4 ~&a ot the table V.,l show. 



Each ot the SID of tbe State follow tbe State•e 

pattern lA N1atlon to. tbe var1a.tlons .between tbe aroV1;b 

&'ate ot popUlat.lon ot ttu-ee t~JM~G ot &ettlemanta • 'Wtthla 

ea.Oh 4:1VDloft.tb.e growtb rnte ot pOpUlat.ioD 1a .bigbest 1n . 
uban ueaa,· 1()Veat SA tVal 41'1181 end •ome wllat ~between 

ot the two (ltlu-81 ar.d VbaD) tor eeat.v'btm areas • 'tl;le 

table so. '•1 shoW. A8 pet" the b.VPotblfe J$ bOa, a1thougb 

tbe tan4 ot ¥atttat1ont between ttle df'OWt.b .rate of poputatlon 

of aemS.urbm to n.ra1 .ancl. semL.urbm to v'ban u atmUar 

vithSrl eacb 41vi8 ton but tbe pattern ot variation bltween tbe 

tbl8e tnoa ot .settlement• vuaJM trom Clvlttoa to d1vu:l.on 

11'1 NSponse to tts soc1o..eoonemlc au4 geog:.rapbtoal con4L. 

ttons. 

As haa bleb oxplatne4 •arller 4ue to tbe emergence of 

Greater Bombq. the tully vbanSse4 ao4 hieblF indU9trl&1!1e4 

cttatr1et. 1D Mahuasbt.ra 11ttol'al 41Yltion, t-bl grovth rate 

ot popu.le:tlon becomes htabeat to• the urban GNas ot ~hJ.s 
4lvU1on .an coJDPu»on to -other 4WJa101\., Seml .. urbara. anas 

atl4 rural .,....,. ebov a tatte&- powtb ln. eastem plat. au 41vls ton 

tollove4 b7 fJdhapba &D4 weatara plateau 4l9Ssloa aq be· 
-

due· to tbe 4eR1opmonts of q-.,lndustr:tet tn tbese aN as. 

Ia short supp0nins oCQt bJPotbesla, a more malSitt.o 

piettlft ot rval.u.r'- 4J..tre:reacat in res~ot o~ population 

ll'Owtb is O'l14ent u.r.deJ> th.reo.way-.Cl.asa1tioation la comp..;. 

rJaon to that utder tvo.vay.elassltlcatlon. S1m11al17 ttJe 



tbe s•mS.u.rban &NM tmder t!Ml thfte.tter.sJfttGa ot ela.ts to. 

tioatt.oa baw &lao aa.&ntainad the 41Btillot1vo.nees troll l'Ul'el 

set of sett1eJIII!tats at one eltta• CJ4 tnri tho ·urbaa let 

ot Mttleaenta a\ the othe• edfQ8 at the State a wu • 
at •'*-'aatval-41v811oalevel ts the table No. v.1. ·~~k,. 

s.1.a Dr&Mitr otPUA\&liDJ 

M usua-1 the 4ealtl ot popUlation bas beell moesu:re4 

bam 1ft temas of numberc ot pe.rsoas llv!Qs per sq .• a. of area. 

!Eegtbea ..... 

fb!s Sa a common eapertea:a. ted.at tbat tbe 4eultJ 

or popul.at!oa u .• ,, lfNOll n1ato4 to tbe euoaom&o obal'aote. 

rllti.c ot tbe area. · !be anat wb:lcb aN· J.ndWJtrlt\lutl4 

have a peater concentratloft of poptilatlon u comparison 

to tbase uea~ wbere acrloutture • tbe aalft ·occupation. 

Bence 1t .llaf 'be quite NGSoaable heft 'o bJpotbesta that 

'tiltder tbree .. wa.r.ol.elsUloat loa of set tlemuflts • 

1 C J.) lll.'ir.al sntl••tlte eboU14 a bow a laver ._na ltV SD 

oompariA!Ioo to tbe Nra\ eet ot settlo•nts unde~t 

,two.war.Ol.asaltt.oat&oa teoauae am.:U a1zed lfUlages 

aro eapeeted to be geae .. aur mom agrlcultUJ"el bated 

and spaRely poplllat.4. 

( 11)Dom1ty ahoU14 JJa bipr for the, VbaR aniS lA 

-oomp&r.fllOU. to tbat of Ullde• two-wa,v.Ola•11loi.'1on 

beoflti'JG 1arse 11m vba centres (U114er ttmte.v.,.. 

cless1t.t.-Oat1oa) ue DON 1n4uatrlal.iae4 thaA ~ 

smau e1se4 vbu areas. !beNton UDrler tbftte.war •. 



DDnslt1 of' penons per aq. tcm.. tor tba aettl•••• unde.r 
tvo ayatem ot Class1t1cat1on of settlements for Habarasbtra State 

at su'b.natval d1vSsion level tor tbe ye.ar 1961 & 1971. 

Mabarashtra 

3.9.1 Batem plateau 

3.8.2 Weatem .Plateau 

4.2.1 Maharashtra littoral. 

1941 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961. 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1911 

9·& 
115 

148 
111 
69 
87 

9'1 
121 

101 
128 

132 
150 

1694 
9554 

1259 
2438 
1962 
2830 

116 
1140 

1248 
1700 

4676 
6447 

90 268 
108 2?7 

99 337 
103 338 

67 641 
83 689 

94 220 
n7 206 

96 204 
112: 241. 

128 518 
149 601 

3742 
4202 

3081 
3025 
2899 
39a4 -D 

(j'. 

1869 
1981 

2949 
3213 

6'186 
8100 
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11. flw semt.vbe aet of ecttt101Denta ahot44 ahov htsber 

4ensltJ tbaa tbat ot ~al sottlereau IJaoaute 1aa-ge .s1ze4 

v·tnaae• ·on4 saaU slze:d tovas, canef141t, .GftJ aot u noll 

-agr1cultval ••• troa the view po~t ot eeeraomto aet1Y1ty 

ot tbt people • tbo •maUer Nral •ettl•mta.ts an<J. an 
ezpecte4 to· be 1101'8 4ena.a.r popUJ.ate4 t.htm m. nJtal. areat 

vben• 1o compariloa to· ul"la8Jl set of aettle•-nte 1emt. 

urban areeJ sboV14 IIbOV lower 4Gqa1t7 of POPUlation because 

bltrllar&e 81184 vbm cent•• ue htsl\11 ln4ustri11sel aD4 

are tbiold.J popuJ. ... 

fabl.e lfo. v.e presents the 4ensltJ' of ,population fo&

ci:Uteftnt ca~gorlea ot tettlements tmder tbe two elatlf'

catton erstem tor Mabarasbth State and lta SIDe. to• 1961 

cm4 1971. 

I.. IIUUI\..M.aal.tDt KlwLIILcat .. ldUuutl JD0u 
1;DAI!IIt·~ ... IDU.'.fi·~ 6) 

( 1) bu).., .JMU,. I .Jan., .J.al. l&b&L.Hihl.l!b'D ~~~-~ 
Suptortma ov b1Potbe•Ss, the 4eu1tr or pel'Softl 

to• the .-ural set: ot nttle•nts 11 lover w:der 

thl'eo-Wat•ol•s1t1oat1on ltt coaperSSon to tbat ot 
tile .ural aroat llft4er two-var.ela~sUlcatio:n. 

Al.tbougb tiW 41tferenoea tetveers tt. two aets 1s not 



very Stl'ild.ng 1a 1961. 81 veU as· in 1971 but some bov 

it te.veat.a the trend., the oo\ll.ma Bo. 3 8ll4 s ot table 

v.a reveals tbe same. 

Ltke the state ttselt, tbe pattem ot 4ermltr toa-

tbe two s.ets of rural settlement• 11 tound to be 

repeated: 1n t'Glation t~ tbe sub.nat.-al 41vas.ons ·of 

the State for tbe tear l9C1l &also tor 1971. ot ooUl'Se 

the dens itJ and pattern ot YariatloQS batwen the 

two •ets ot ·,,.ral.• Yar1 t•om di'f':lll.on to 4tvts1oa 

a1 bas b&ea ab_., m coltt a and a or tahlr:e ·v .a. 

(11) tlda, Wl. i . .Dn, .. 1Jabanaht.&:a .. ~tat.f1t ... ,ID4 ... 11(J.lt!Ja 

aM ... IUJtuD \ht ll&:nil'Val ;tltliliSUI&, 

Tbe 4ensttJ tor the urball set o,t settlements Ss 

ftlllal'kablr blsber under thfte·••B7•elaas1t1ca.tloa 

ttlan that under two.waJ.class 1ttcat ton. '!!l.ia supports 

ov ~1Po'thesis atron111 vbetber we take two t!Jae 

po&nta or tbe State ltlelt Ol' its t1ve aub..n.at\11'81. 

d1•1sioa. 

Altbougb lik.e rural arees, the 4GnsS.tJ ana tbe · pattem 

of 9ar1•t.toas 1»tween tbe dens 1ty ot tve» sets ot 

urbal'l settlements un4el' two syat$m& ot Ola.ts1t1co.t1on 

varies trom 41vtat.on to .4tYSS!t:tn but a st,-tking diffe

rence between the 4ens 1ty of two sen ot urb8ll settle• 

;enta Is apparent wttbia each ot tb& t1ve sub.nat:ual 

d1vuton. 
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11 • imm'-llZ . an0-ll\1ul.i -Sgmleatlma IDt .Jkt!R Afl!i, af 

ttttlaaolil 1 1.9l!LiDI lUll .HabAnlblm..JJ.la& w 
ib I'"' IU.I\1&£11 4UkllDR• 

fable v.a also shove the density at popUlation tor 

semi-urban aot ot .aettlemGnts alongwltb tbe rural and urblm 

aet of settl,ants \lllder tb&"ee .. wq ... oless1t1cat1on aptem 

(col. 6,6 & 7 ot the table).. It mav be obaerf'ed .from tbe 

table tb.at · semS..urban set ot aettl~men.ts ebolll somewhat 

4iet1nctlft denaltt tl;urea 1D compaa-Saon to that of rural 

aD4 urban aroat. Utboqb the ttgu.Ns tor eemt.urban areas 

are not ~ust ID'betweD of tbe •rural' an4 •vbaa• ratber . ........ 
are more close.r to raral areas ttwl its urban counter part, ----- . 

·but supporting ol.tl' h7Potbes18 dansltt 18 loveat ia rural 

uoas wheN tbe Villages ·an sparesly Snhab1te4 ani man-land 

J>atio becomes lover vhne 1ft urban a~ as . where ttMt p1)p\lla. 

tion ss. conoelltra\84 alongwltb. the con.oen\ratlon ot varloua 

t.rpes .of tn4wstru• wlthlD. a &JnaUe• area (1ft oomparuoa to 

asricult1U'al land:.) the mea-land ratio 'becomes qulto bl.gb 
. . ' 

. an4 tbe dens 1t.v tlp.res are tow to be blgbeat tA urban 

areas. Semi-urban &nat whtcb are eapected. to bave m1D4 

rural.-v'baa econolQ', ehow the ctens.t.ty 1o~:r tban that. ot 

urbaa are• but b1gber tban tbat ot .rural areas. This S. 

true tor tbe sta'tft ltaelt an4 to~ each ot its sub.a.atural.-

---..-·---------..-------··-·--------............... ._ ............................. . 
* i&oause the popUlation surwra abov tbat larger vban 

settlemtnts cower compar1t1vel,v a Ttery smaller uea of lant .. 
·lnbab1te4 by a l&r£81' aumber ot penon~ wberea!J the rural 
and semi-urban settlements cover a .lager put of area v1tb 
a smaller nwnbe.t ot res14ents 1 fabl& lo. III . of ch.,ter III 
ot tbe study s bon tbe percemage 41Str1but l.on offtJ.fta amons 
rural. and urban olagses an4 oonrtrms the same. 



d1vSS1o~ana tott both the time points. .Alztno'U'gb as the 

table He. v.a ab.olts 1 the 4ef181t7 and t'be pattern of variations 

between the dens 1tJ- ot three types ot St)ttlementa me¥ vary 

trom one dtvJslon to anotber aceol'41ng to the 4egree ot 

concentration of 1n4ustrles, tertU1tt ot land .-reetsac 
the cropping pattern and tbe establishment ot agro.1ndWitr1es 

in tnearea and the t.ransport network of the 41vt.s1on. Hut· 

st1ll a noticeable 41st1nct1on between the tluoe tJPes ot 

settlements in respect ot denaltJ is observed wlthln each 

sub.natural.-41v1aion ot the State. 

In otber words tb.ree.t1er~system or cl.aflsit1cat1on 

ot settlements does not onlJ' bring torvard the semi-urban 

categorr ot settlements wltb all its distinctiveness trom 

rural and urban areas in. respect of density ot popu:tat.1Qn . 
but also represents a more pronounced diStinction between 

the density ot popUlation ot rural .alld urban. set ot settle .. 

. menta 1n compar1Son to that ot J'UI"al. an4 urban set ot settle.· 

menta under census Olesslt1cat1on 1.e. two-way.Olass1t1cat1on. 

M the table v.·2 reveals, 1t .is true tor the State as well 

as tor e.aeb of its sub.natural .. dlv1S1on at both tbe -G:L:..na 

point i.e. 1.961 and 1971 census.. \:: ,;·"~ A ~~s 1(;:... o.ko"H. 0\~;s 
~ lt...t, 'f"'UNV" lot'l\. 

s.t.a Sft¥ a,,,a • 

Sex ratt.o belng the next variable to be stUdied hare 

in relation to tbe stu4J of souio-econom1c and ctemograp.btc 

1mplJ.cat1on of tbree.wq ... class1f1catlon ot settlements, bas 

been worke4 out 1n terms of •Rum.ber of tamales per 1,000 

males. 
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!be sax compOS1t1on of ·popUlation 1tl a settlement, 

_ al.tb~ugb ale o depends on sex composltlon at l>irtl'l and sex 

dltte~~ ot mortalitr but· the 4*ttereoces between the 

••x ratlo or the rural .and urbaa. settl•n•n1ts :h 1113:11\1.1 a 

hnetlcm of male seleotS.vo migration trom rural to ·vban 

, places. lt 18 lnverae16 related to the rate ot vbant.satlon, 

mav be 4ue to the reason tbat bismtr tba conctentrats.oa ot 

1n4ustriea 1.r1 urban cent:res, blgber the male eelectlve 

l!llm1sratlon l'A tbe bope ot. better emplo1meot opprotWlitlee 

an4 lover tbe sex l'atio I.D these a.Nas. Ge.nera.Ug, iD tbe 

rval set.up when acr1oUlture ts the malA oc~upatlon, sox 

1-atio 1a tollD4 to be blgber 1l'l cempartaon to that for urban . 

&l"ee.t wblob _.. b1sbl1 lttdustr1a1.11.a~ !beretoa, recuains 
sex ratio, lt ma1 be quite ftlevent to tl"ame tbe tqpothesu 

ln the tollov11ll maon.era. 

11. !be range of 41fterences between tbe sex ratio or " 
rural and urban sot of s:ettlemaats 'W'lder tbreo.wa.y.olessltl

cat:t.on. woUld be higher 1G comparison to that of tbq!Jex :ratlo 

tor the rural. aa.4 urban are• uc~J' two-vq .. olassltloatlon 

because ln compar18on to tvo-vav-alassit1oat1on tbe se-x 

ratio under tbnc-W&I'•Cl&1Js1t1cat1on 

( 1) ShoUld be td.gher 1n. the rural are-as wbich are 

ama:u t1ze4 Y111agos bavlq tca101F tbe oars.cultu. 

l"al econolnF·• 



Wlrl-lo •. La 
So~ rat to tott. tile settle•ats o~ clat~,s1t2ecl undtu~ tile . tvo SJStea ot 
classltloattoa ot settlements for Mabar:«thtra state at natvat-41Yts1on 

· level tor- the ,aar 1961 & 19?1. - , 
' 1 M . tit _ T & U 1
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:J..?.a Pefllansa.Wa1rlganaa 
·plateau 

a.s.a west&m plateau 

4.2.1 Malla.rashtra litto-ral 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

998 
985 

964 
958 

988 
978 

969 
961 

991 
988 

1115 
1109 

801 
820 

-903 
907 

901 
902 

908 
894 

818 
879 

692 
?'ZI 

998 943. '11'1 
991 936 80? 

965 936 896 
959 937 904 

989 948 895 
971' 928 901 

9ft 934 898 
966 917 aaa 

1003 937 8'11 
997 935 877 

1U7 989 617 
11,13 961 727 

-
0 
tv 



( 11) llbou14 • lowor J.n the urban areas ( 1... large 

S1al4 wban omtres, compa.r1t1Wl7 more lli4uttrta. 

lise4). 

II. Amon& the rbree trpe• ot settlemr;ata •. rural, aeml-

w-ban, urbao. otwiouslJ,t the aex ratio sboU1.4 be loWest tor 

vban areas because 1nt!ustr1os 8ftl malDlt concentrated in 

thll . bll'/l·arp tlzed urban un1ts. It aboU14 be highest tor 

tbe rural U:eas 4ue to tbe agl'iOUltural sot Up and tor 
semL.Ul>baa areas • it sbo\\14 be soaavhat 1n between ot • rural • 
and •urban' because semL.vban settle11Bnte, a.ocor4lna to 

our obaertatlone, seneralll' have. mla rural an4 urban oharaote. 

rtat.tos t.rom the view poiat of economto aet1v1t1. 

!be ~IPOtbes SS shoU14 be. true tor Maharaab.tl'a State 

an4 tor each of l.tl st~b.aatural 4ivJsl.ou tor boib the time 

points 1.e. 1961 & 1971 cenau. table So. v.a prese11te tt. 

4ata on sex ratio ana enables us to tolloY tbe dUUlUSs ion 

~n tbe obon •ntlone4 pot.nta .. 

I .sex Bo.tlo and Rural and ur·ban set of settlements 

under tbroe-wat-ol.asst.tlcation Ve tw.o-vav ... classt.tloatton 

or aettlemer!U •· 

As por our hJ'potbea Is the sex ~at:Lo £or rural areas 

1s b1gbe:r ( 998) 884 tor vben areas 11 lower ( 7rt) under · 

three .. war .. cJ.ass1t1cat1on in. comparison. to that of tbe :r~Gl 

(996) an4 urban (SOl) areas under two-waJ'.c1a&slt1~atlon. 



Hence tile range of differences between the rural and 

urban sex .ratio becomes wider under three.way-classif'ication . 
( 221 units Vs 94 units under two-way class 1ficat1on) pres en.. 

ting· a more realistic picture of the rural· and urban' d1f'fere. 

ntia.l.s in relation to sex ratio (Col. 31 4 and s, 7 of 

table V.3) 

SimUar to State's trend, ~ach or the five sub.. 

natur$1 divisions also shows a higher sex rl!tio for rttra1 

areas and lower for urban areas under three ... ~ay ... class.ifica

tion in comparison to that under two.,.way-classification. 

Although, the sex ratio and the vu1at1ons between the sex 

ratio varies from division to division for two types (rural 

and urban) settlements under both tb.e .systems of classifi

cation but the trend or differences: under two systems remains 

the same in each division. For example-'tb.e sex ratio tor 

the urban areas ~ lowest in Mab.arab.st;ra littoral d1v1s ion, 

most probably because the bigtuy industrialised Greater 

Bombay district-attracting the male selective immigration 

f'rom within and outside the State,-f'alls under this division. 

The highest sex ratio fbr rural areas ~, also the characte

riStic of Maharasb.tra littoral diViSion. ~his is so because 

ot the traditional male selective out migratl()n,particuJ.arly 

trom the villaies of Ratnagiri and Kolaba d.1str1cts which 

have remained underdeveloped or unde~oped due to certain 

socio-economic and geographical factors, is more common 1n 

this division 1n compariSon to the other divisions where 

sone agro-1ndustr1es have started developing. But inSpite 



ot aucb type of var1at10l'l between the sub-natural_ c11vi81on,· 

tbe range or dltterenoes between the sex ratio ot rural 
' 

an4 urbaa t~Jet ot settlements 18 wld4!1r w1th1n each sub. 

natural 41vialon under tbree-way.clata-ttlcatlon 111 comparlsOA 

to that Ulltler tvo-v.a~-Class1:t1eat1on. 'rbe table No. V .3 

above the same. 

1971, Within tbe Stato anti wS.tbin and between the sub. . ~ 

natural 41vi.s1ons ot tbe State • 

. Although 1n 19711 some changes ba"o taken pJ:ace 1n · 

telat!on to tbe sex rat1o for both- the rurnl .and. urban areas 
! 

ill reapect ot State as well as eaob ot 1ts sub-natural 

41Yu Son but like 1961, .Ia 1971 also tbe 41tterent la1S between 

the sox ratio ot ~ural. and urban areas is more cleorlr 

repreaentea. under three ... wa)'.c].ass1tiaat1oD than tl\at under 

the two-vay.classltloat ton.. ThiS 1S true tor the State u 

wen as tor the sub-natural 41v:ls1ona as the table v.a 
nveale. 

- II . Sex ratio and avat,. Semt.urbrm and UrbBn set ot 

aett~ements. 

llbUe look!Dg into 0-ols. s, 6 aDd 1 ot ,table No. Y.3, 

at rtrst .Instance one tln4a that botveeza the tbree.types ot 

sottlemel'lts aex ret1o 1s l'l1ghest for' the urban set ot 

settlements, loveat ~or tbe rval set of settlements vbUe 
' 

tor semJ.urban set or settlements 1t !a so• what lnbetveen 

ot the •.rura1•anc1 ·~ban;' sex ratio. Thus supporting our 



b:}'potbeaiS tor sams.ur:ban areas tbe aex ratio,showing the' 

cons l4erable 41ttennces1 .Is lower tbaa that of urban areas 

a,t14 sa blgber tban tbat oti.Ural areas 1a respeot ot State 

as vell as eacb ot lts au.b.aatu.ral 41vt.s ions whether we 

taka 1961 point ot :fime o·l? 19'11 •. 
that, 

It aq. ;8180 be montJ.oned he~:eltbe temporal changes 

o9e.l- a period ot decade or the tnter.41v1s1onal. variations 
j 

4ue to tbe d.lttorent t:Jpes or econom.y do not bring any change 
I 
I 

r~ Nlatlon to tbe tren4 ot 41trerent lals between tbe three-

//tJpes ot settlemertts. · · 
,' i 

In sbo't we ca sa.r t,hat rual-urban. 41tterent1al8 

1n relation to sex ratio are prottoW'leed un4er tbree.wq .... 

clala1t1cat1on tban that under two .. ;vq.ol98s1t.tcat1on: and 

also that supporting our hJpotbesirJ tbe s:emt-utban set or 

i'i settlements ratalna its 4lst1nctlvoneas trorn rural tm4 

urban set of settlements whether ve take tbe tvo time polnta 

or the State or the sub.natUI'al. 41v1s ions ot' tbe State • 

. ~ .... · 1 ··o&ii$·---,··Jib'O&JIJJi_11Ul .l-_;8 ___ ,:)1Jf!ll{rt•tr-M·•r.!U'i-t.iii'1 __ $Qft~:ll!* iiiFJt.l. ·_y .. J·ir~ijJIJ- 11 · 



Ltteraey 18. another .important iftdtcater or d1St1og. 

ulsbing tbe urbatl areas from the rural areas., apec1a11F 

1n a 4evel·oplbg cotmtrr like :.tn41a where the literacy rate 

tor m vb&ft area 1e generall.V toun4 to bo qulte bigh J.n 

compuucn to tbat ot a Mral area. .In tbe present paper 

the literacy has been. atwtlect 1n te%'119 or number of' total. 

male and female literates per hundred. of. total male mid 

temale popW.atlo.o respect1velv. '* * 

1 . M tbe Census of In41a show the 11te.r.ao7 :rates tor . 

urbafl areas are geMrallt tolmd to be mucb hlgber than 

tb.at of ru.ral arees., But under th.ree.wa.r .. olass1ticat1on 

tbe corretpon41ng figures tor • 

( l) rural ar$8S sbou14 show a turthe.r decllna an4 

( 11) tor urba uoas, the literacy rates sboUl4 com 

.torwar4 with an upward llR againSt that ot rval 

aDd urban areas under two-vat- class 1ttcatlon. 

n Between tbe rural, semt.urban an4 urban tJPeS ot 

aettle•nts, obviously the l:l.teracy sho\44 be found hlgbesat 

tn urban areat, lowest 1ft rural areas vheNaG to!' semL.vban 

are.as it sboul.4 be somavhat 1Dbetveen of' tbe nral and 

urban leftl ot literacy. 

The hypothesiS. ts baae4 on tbe taeta that tbe soo1e

•oon.om10 oon41t1ons 1 part1CUl$rly 1n terms ot social norms, 

·\'-l hce \~ ? ~ "N'o -I 0 6 .;., ~ J 
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lotter.aei ratGs, .by sex, tor lh:..t-al and Urban and Rural, Semi W'bau and Urban settlements ace~rding 
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3~7.2 Penganga;. 
Waingang 
plateau, 

3.8.1 Sastetn 
'plateau. 

3.8.2 Western 
plate.au. 

l96l 21.4$ 33 •. 51 9.34 51.07 61.62 37.90 20.52 32.47 8.55 33.37 49.34 16.42 54.49 63.02 43.51 

1971' 42.20 53.22 30.41 59.53 67.94 49.10 

' 26.64 10.24 12.55 45.18 58.49 30.42 25.70 39~4.2 11.49 .'38.82 51.74 25.03 46.69 59.90 31.95 

1971 35.64 -\8.09 22.65 53.78 64.36 42 ... 13 34.59 47.15 21.50 45.05 56.68' 32..65 54.57 64.93: 4·3.11 

/,. ~ 
·. 't-· 

"i96i 19.90 32.47 7.18 47.21 61.03 31.8'7 19.45 31.88 "6.90 37.23 53.17 20.34 43.73 62.14 _33.74 

19'?1 ?.9.89 42.19 17.26 55~15 65.54 43.62 29.19 41.41 16.68 43.81 56.84 29.77 56.50 66.59 !45.30 

1961 16.79 27.65 5.58 40.22 54.02 25,02 15.83 26.46 4.89 ·. 30.40 43.94 17.64 43.33 56~99- 28.09 

1971 25.78 38.75 12.28 48.16 60.51 34.34 24.37 37.89 10.37 36.08 46.00 25.39 51.82 64.3~ 37.64 

1961 24.20 36.72 11.64 51.42 52.72 38.55 23.09 35.54 10.68 36.04 48.84 22.36 53.07 64.00 40.53 . . 
19?1 32.63 45.73 19.36 sa.n 68.49 47r5e 31.06 44.35 17.73 42.52 54.49 .29.72 59.54 69.09 4!3.65 

4.2.1 Maharosbtra 
Littoral. 1961 23.53. 35,49 12.81 57.64 64.68 47.48 22.6$ 34.53 12.03 46.08 57.62 34.41 58.17 64.93 48.18 

33.74 43.21 23.2'7 63.19 6;).32 54.87 32.~7 44.04 22.08 53.43 ,63.29 43'.16 63.'4,4' 69.39 55.26 
. ; 

1911 



a•aUabU1'tJ' ot eciucational taoUlt1es and nature ot . 

. _ ~~~Upatlon are U!ually tound to be dltterent not onl7 

betw&$n tbe rural 8t'ld urban areas but tnter ... rural an4 

tnter.vban (accordl.llg to aize class ot population). Varia-
to 

t1os are also founcl JJe quit. pronoUl'lCed. 1n tbls respect., 

In rural. anaa vbere agricultural occupation :1s a ptedomlnallt 

economic ae\1Y1t7, CbUdreA also help the 1r parents and 

thus oh11.4 labour becomes an important part of labour terce 

part.1c1pat1on 1ft acr1cl4tva1 actlvlt.tes. !beJetore; 4• 

to blgber opJ)ort'tlllJ.ty cost ot ob114 e4ucat1on1 rural parent• 

4o not pre ter to sen4 tbe 1r ch.U4ren to the school.. 8ee14es 

tbJs maJor reason. (att1tut1e towards education) the tacU.ittes 

tor education .ace al.So 111llte4 1B rural &NGS m. compariDOft 

to that 1D urban places wbile ln case ot urban areas apart 

tS'Orn tbe ava11abU1tJ' ot edu.catlonol taoUtttea, vban 

parents generally pretor also to send their ch114r.n. to tbe 

schools. 

To telt tbe hJpotbes Sa let us examlne tb& table 

Ro. V.4. presentJI;ls tho literacy rates b7 sox tor Mab.aratbtra 

and lts sub.natval-dlv:Js1ous tor tbe ,aars 1961 art4 1971. 

I Literac.y aat•s and lblral. and Urban area9 under 

tbfte.vay.el.a1Js1t1oat1on Vs. Two-war-OJ.aaa1tioat1on. (\ 

· 1961. A 197.1 ..fJla Stete_llDt_fi.u.b.natval.dtvfsu~ a 

one may observe t.rom the tabl.e tbat 11teL-acy tratea 

tor tba total population as well as tor• male' anct '1\Jmale• 

popUlation are lower tor tbe rval. areas and 81'8 bqb~u.· fozo 
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the urban areas under tbree.va.v-class :t.tioat1on. in compariSon 

to that under two.wfl1-Qlass1t1cat1on. It may be mentioned 

here t~t: although tbe 41tterent1ala in relation to 11tera~y 

rates between the two sets ot .rural m4 urban areas are otlly 

marginal but a particULar trend in thJa respect 18 very 

ole ar. fhe varlat ions between the rural and urbatl sets ot 

settlements 1n relation to literacy becomes more pronounced 

un4er tllree.wat-class1t1catlon disclosing tbe rural-urban 

dltterentials more clearly. than that under census clat!Js1ti

cat1on. Thls 1S true tor Mabarashtra State as well as 

tor e aoh or .its s u'b.natUl"el.d 1't1S ions and tor botb tbe t tme . 

points t.e. 1961 and 1971. A1tbougb, like other variables• 

the inter.dlvls tonal and inter .. temporal. study ot the literacy 

shows that the literacy rates and. the pattern ot variations 
.·. 

between the literacy ratea ot two sets ot rural and urban 

settlements t~ary trom one d1v1slon to another and .from one 

time point to another but 1n any case the ditterences between 

the • rut.a1 • and •urban• are more apparent undez- 'three.tler-

-,system· ot clals1f'1cat1on than tbat under two,..way.elass it14at1on 

fable lo. V.4 confirms the same. 

II Literacy Rates and three.~ types of settlements under 

tnree-wa,y.classtt1cat1on ot settlements • 1961 and 1911. (~i'~ "/.), 

From the Cots. 8 to 1? ot table V.4 we further 

observe tbat tbe literacy rates bJ sex are quite distinctive 

f'rom each. other 1n the rural, semt.urban and Urban type ot 

settleDBnts. As per our bJPothes is the literaor trates both 
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tor cnales and females are highest in vbaa are e.~ • l.owest 1n 

.rural u.ras wbU.e tor semi. urban. set ot settletrents tbelfe 

are h:lgber than rural areas .1114 lo'Ver tban urban ueas,. 

thiS U ti'U9 whether we take Maharattbtra State or lts 

sub.nat:val. 41v,ts1o1i or cons ldor tbe same 1r1 terms of time 

seale·_ l.e. 1~1 ad 1911 eens• • 

. It 18 true that/ tbere baw •en a a·J.gn1t.1cant 

increase 1n the male an4 temal.e 11terao.v rates over a 4ecacte 

1n all over the State 1D .relation to eaoh or tbe three trpea 

ot settlements. But the pattern ot 41tterentlal.s between 

tbfte tJPOS ·of settleaents for botb tbe time po1nta &114 

wtth.ln e·aoh a.lf.D. of the· state remaiD& almost the same. 

ot oo1U11e tbe llteracr ratet end tbe ditterentials between 

tbe 11terao1 rates ot tbe ttu.ree tJpea ot 1ettlements Yal'ies 

trom division to 4iv1s1oa 1D NSponse to tbe 4ltterent t1P8 

ot aoo1o.ecOQOmt.c and geosrapbicai con41tioM ot the 

41tterent 41vl61or&t~ flor example 4ue to the biah. tndustr1al.iae4 
' ' ',I 

urban arees of Greate.r Bombay and fhana 41Btricts ot KaharaJb.. 
I 1 

t~a 11tto:ral dtvls ion the 11teba.c~ rates are bJ.shett ill tbo 
' 

urbM areas· ot tbJs divu:loa ill coape.r.taon to au tbe ,otbo.r 

41vJ.aion.s. Skdlarlv In case of #31d.Vbaa areas .also tbe 

literacy rates are found to be b1$beat 111 Maharaehtra 

littoral d1YSS1on 180tlt proba'bl.Y due to the better aV'a!labU.1t.Y 

ot soo18l amen1t S&s in the small s 1ze4 ~own atJ4 1arge &lze4 

Villafs 1rl and around !hma d Sstrlct an4 aroand -G&'IeateJ• 

Bombat 411tr1ot. But ths case IS not tbe •ame tor the 

literacy rates ·of l"lU"al areas ot Mab.a.rasbt.ra littoral.. !be 
~-



l~t: ltt:ereey rattftS for 't"Urol, semi.~~.·~. ue&s 

~ att.~ with tho Saetem pl~ divis1ort tlhi(:b is· 

e poorty tasouJ"Ced antl ~oulturally ~e~d part ot ·the 

State. - addlttoa social ennu.4t-1eAl ve also!.~~ 

trat:G6 tn tbf.s d£V1sl.oo In canparleon to othe~ dlvtoiOD 

o~ tbe et~. 

But insp1t.e oE th$ iftt:er~1v!e1onnl var!atiOnn, 

~$ tQble V•4 1nd1e.etes c1~ diffe~taJ.s: betw.een 

the #:'Ut:al. eemt...u&'ban ~ ut'b$l'l set oe· $ltittlm~ents &fl ·;- - . . - ~ -

relo.t.lot.a tQ litettaflY rat.ea vtt:htc. the St;.at$ aa well M 

td.t:bUt ~ of Sts ~'tllt<fll dtvts.t.ons .. 'Ft ~.s ~~~ \t:-. ovbo\r--<. 
~:;. ~ u~~ ~ tN 1~ t'\-.,. 

s .• 1.s •. ~ ~~- af-~bda., 

~ ls \t)e: ltt:&t; but a very ~.ant wr1~1e 

to be stua$ed .to srelet!o:n t.o 'the ~tmt: paper. Follctdbg· 

'Ule .lftd.ian. ·~s defJ.nitlort Cf' 1wo~t aKi ·~~U&'• 

tbe oecu.pe:ttonal &tettetltl!e of populat1o.n ~ the alffer:et 

~ Of eett.l~$ bas been etudJ.Gei lc t~ Of t• 

(eJ t1ork~rtteipatton rate b~PRJ by· s-. 

(b) Pe-J:' thWeand dt$t:J:>lb'ct!Qb of VOI"ketS ~ ~ia)ei'N# 

( J SeeondaJr:i ~ 'leftiQJ $CC~Ol'a cf ~c ect1Yity,. 

(eJ ~tage c:f male wo~eJt"s engagea to rz~geiwl·tural 

uaJ.ts=. 

(tl) taatio Cin peJ:'centa9el of n~g~!~ltutd wot~ 

t,o atp:1Qtllt:ural, ~here.. 
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uJ!'b• artl rurd~t'han. differentf.al An .~:espeet ot ~"'"1:J.Pat1onc.l 

mt:rut:!1:nzoe of popu.li.\t'1ott ere the mO'lQ Of Pl'odUCtl.on, age 

era4 sa CC!flPOS.t.t.1on Qf po.t'l1:d.att.on* ~ at. ·the ·t:J.me .of 

~ .i.n ~. lAbou~: <t:orcc; level o'f eatteattonat at~. 

e.rnployment ~ties eftd· ao on. 

~ ·~1e. 'the t.iOrk partie'lpaticn :~:ate 1n an cgrt<il!! 

cultUral ~:- J.lJ(e lnd!e, :ts fQU.ntS ·tO.· 'bEt bi~t:. 1n i'flrcl 

<Ell!Ga tn Q(111J)arit.mn to tl\Gt .!n u~ or~.. "l'h.e s:r~orw 
~ "' ,. . .f 

obeetved for: sttell e ttrend are (!) that .tn t::Ural ateao :males 
' . 

qenor$1.15' entett .tn the 'labour force eat"l.ier ·<m. tbo averQge 

and eont.11l\l$ 'WOt'fd.J).g' to a m~e ~ ago than ao in o!:t1ee 

and (it) ~t t:.hc e~ Of fEmale t~"Otk$1J ~o utl.lict:tl 

·more f~ent;ly in cu::al, are$$ than: thet .tn ~ econ~. 
~-~ . . 

!tbe ef)~qce cf childl"ell ~t:() labour ~~~ ftt e:n ~11~ 
. ' ' \ ' age and the ttt!.lientton Of ~les tUld old persr.:QJ ee:r:vices 

in ~Q aettri'tY tn tutd uoas ar(l) SD91J" ,. ·~tJ.ou · . . 

Of the mode of p~ct1on ana ~ Goetal no=s- wt'h reaa.a to . 
·the 1~1 of ~attomll attai~t wbkh m:e g~td1y1 

~ltoG$~ df.ffel'mt An t:as ~ ~. 
' ' ' 

lt; may e18o be ~lO!'Xd ttete ~t iitsquised unu.,._ . 

1~ All the ~ral ~r~ $1.so .~flll.lt.os £:tgrd.tianntly ~ . 

!!Ural t'WR in ~1:1eon to that. in u~ areas. 

1?aMl$ WPn ~!~ is ~otte:rl)l\y found to be 1~ 

1n ~teen to mal~· t·1m* 1G stl11 lower 111 ~ m:oas 

tban that: to rural areaa •. ·once· agatn tills 1e duo to tile 

df.fferonCes .·~ tlle eoc.!~~e and C'J:ltural factors 

in t~ rural ~ u~ areas .. 



' t t\ 

* '. . 
of worl::ors are atsc r~arded ~ the. !apel't:an-t iodtcat.ors oe 

~~ 

~ ~t:t:f.elisation (md Uf."banietlti®• ~c ~!etpatJ.on 

ruto of eeonad.a:olly eoti\?0 population into ~ttcultural 

ac~!Vit!eo in the bast~ app~~tlon os: tho oettlC'neftt's ent~ 

fran too .el®o tradl1;1onai $0QI'lan"J · to 'tt'..e foot ~iftg modem. 

1naulltt:ia1 ®ODaDy e&d. of its degree of u~sotton ~. ud)an 

PQf'Ant1e.llty. tn predani~ly ~a.riGfl ~ a 1arget" 

proportion of WOJ!'kera 1s engaged ii'l. ~r~ socu.on. Out as 

the level Of deval~t 1notea..i'JCG Gnd too ~onany ~iences 
!ndt.wteiel.1c;at.1o:n, e $tJUet.ura,1 cttnng:$ !n t:he po.tte:rn of econan:t.c 

activity Of the. peetplS'• 1~~ $ .!Jbf.ft fran pr1tMry tO GeCQP• 

dary and tortiflr-x sectot:s, t:'*..oo place. 

'1'1\erefore, t.ho ~, Per: :1.000 4istt!bUl:ton oi worl:orQ 

~· Prt.maey,. Seeond.at'y $ld !I'ertiaa:y aec:bOrs of cc~c 

act!'Yit:y «'ld pe=entage ratio of nal e,ortcultural \'JOrl:o.rs to 

agrieul.tur:al t.:otkere hsve boan <:~i®rcd bore as ~ant 

~t~ to study the ·d.iff<:!tenti&iG bstwecn mrsl~ somt• 

ur:ba.n ana utban oets of :aett1s~to 'Wld$1!' t~~1~1.; · 
' . ' 

f.!catJ.Ofl ve. tw:~~aJ<lassif!eatim o~· &ett~. fJ'be 

byp~a rala't!Og to t".ho GtatiS'ticD !;$ f~ So g1\f'M boJ.OW# 
- - A'l ¥111 .I F ' . p\" ... II t ili '!11.'~n i J .. Rr. ill .·lt ,_,,lois:- "tiJ1JI'JiMI .. T . tPll 1 .. ,, .. ., •. ff Ji!IJ 

0 t?oliow!ng the Srlterni\tion Standard IndUsi:r.tu Class!ficatiOD 
(IStCl ocbcmn, tllo Consua of India has elooGified the wb()le 
wot'k1ng popu.lation for both Gt:!XeS into 343 Utltlor groups \Whkb 
trots regrOUPQ6 into 4S maj~ groups and ntne imustrial e&t~ietS 
On the basis of tht13 ~lassif1cat1on W¢ haw studies tho occupation 
Gtu~t'Ur:'$ bf dividing tba \iO:t'k1ng porJUlat.ion .into Prlmaey,.second• 
sey t;;ortiory seotor~ ot:·· ,tn1;o ,ogr.teultural and non agricultural 
cntegOrioo of work. 



(I) We expect; tb.at ~e-t of G01:t:1ener.te which 1G .~ &Ural 

1.n d\E.iroote: wJ.tl ·have blgtt~r .~ part.1clpation ratt tbotb 

for mates and f~es) • b19her proportion of work~Q ,engaged 

in pr.tmary flcctOr ~d, therefore, the ratio Of wot:k~X'O tm9$9ed 

1D ~g~!cultu1:al oeeupatiot'J$ wilt be 1~1er in e~.t.con · to 

'that oet of oet.t1«nent$ tib1eh ts leos rtlr.al• On 'the otber ho.od, 

'tl"!o =-~cse v111 btl the .situation m utban ereae. ~ the 

. • s:ura14 of thO f!~<1.$t.lsUtoaUQtl Bbou:l<i chow ~.pro-. 
..A/ 

~ ebat&Ctc!f.Ztics then 1;~ rut-al ill ~lass1t1cct.io~ 

G'hoald ~~a· r~aeed dl~c-t--~t~ ·tncn ~ =u~al !.a-~ 

t~"<l~cv1"'1eat1<:m ~ uJiban tn thr:~ay.e1aos1f1ee.tton will 

eiUd.larly show more p~ono-~ed urban ebllracteret.lca., 
, 

(11) 
. . ~ 

lb the 'thrco-..way'<!asci£ioatS.on the ebove eh~~Jti0(3; 

of nemi~ban areas 'Will be !Xltween the eural a;))d thG urban t..-o~ 

ln 'sel\1-ul'bfm* the 1:!"0~k ~rttc.lpation :~e QnQ ~~ers (bOth 

male and femalo) ~g:ed itt Pf:'imaq,t sect® of l'i!C®ani.C ectiv1ty 

would be lower thM ~ ·~a1' ana higher than the •urban• 

areas While per 1000 d!Gtr1but1o.n Of wtn:k<.u:s ~gad in secondary 

and tor~iary aeetors end POX'C~tage ratio of no~iwl.t:u~el 

wotkera to (l9ricu1 tural. wol:'kera would be htghex- t.han rural 
• 

The hypOtbasio shottld bo truo ~en: tl'lc Stato £.nclud!fl9 

oaeh Of its five ~t.Urel. <11ViGiotlS end. for bO'tb the t.lmo 

points t:t9G1 & 19?1). 

'l'o test ovr bypot;bea.ts we may loo~ into t.eblo r::o. v.s 
v.G(a), v.6tbh v.1 end v~e Which present t.he data em t:~i: 
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PatUeipat1on &lte, 9eJt 1000 &su1but:ion cf ~al w0$'kore 

(by a~) ~ tiJe, himQr:y• Sccondnq end 'laniary sGQtore 

of econom!Q activi~y, Jtete~tage nwnber ~ tM~le workers 

®ga~ ta ~1cult:ur:Ql econetn.ic .ectlvi!tlt)S ana. Ra\tlO 

of ncn·-.a'(#icu1tuf:al ~ers to per 100 ot· acticu.ltual 

wot"kor:e t~.lwly. 

ta) ~&si~&rm.~ 

(£) •·;11. · · ~t~. · - ac~., ·· ..c1 · · .... ,..!} .,. · .. ~ .. . ·tiik~JJ&-~··. -•~•=utA .. ~ 
att bypetbeld~$ ln cue of t'iJO eete c£ nu:&l sett'~t.o. 

bactmee qn!.te -true .t.~. the wotk ~oiP$Uon a:ate· beth ~· . 

~tes ~ f~~ twx:~ ht(lbe.t in tb0 tu;t.aJ.. &r:ette· of tb~..e

way-clac$1€1ent.ton 1n ~!son to tnat Ul'ltlet> t~ase1• 

f:l.ca:t1on.. l't 1e true wbethet' we t.akt:~ tbo St!lte !/t~f or lte 

S~turai divle!OM ·OJ'· anr 0~ tbe time. I)Olitte i•<f• 1961 
c\J 

or 19?$. Cola. s t:o 5 IJlad 9 to 11 Of tbu ti4)le V;. 5 sbQ1 ttle 
' 

%n C~G ~.two Oet$ Of UJ:bQ. Settlanontt:S W: :fin$ 

tbat tho bfPOtl'te$1$ is .,~rue·. fo't· the iemeia t1PA but fo., . 

mate tiPR tbe bypethe.S-ie (that. the l'JPA f. ~·· ~&%'$ 
would alsO .. b$ 1~ .ln. tbe u~ e:r:eee ~- 'tht:~~ 
clfl$S1f:lc®ton t;;bet) tbab: ~· ~ay-elaao!ftcauon) dOC$ 

' 

oot be~ fully true ~se, aa. ~e COl.l>b.J.G -vs.eot •. t:b.l.7 

Of table v.,S ~· oqaltwt OUI' ~e.tlQDS the Male t~PR .IS 

f®Ud to be hi~ to Md\aruht.:a littoral tU.vleion (both 
-, " 

for 1961 ·& 1911) a,nd. m \llestem pl.atoau dlv1s&on tiKi) 
lT"lf • 
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•tacb also affGOt tbo ovre.rall l·JPR £01: tMSG d!vtsionG 4M 

the State 4:taelf. 'l'he ~ reason fOX' Guc:b a deviation fran 

our hypotbosb r.n&y -bo- the differont type of -GQe ana aox can

pos!.t.ion of pOpUlation i.n tb~ tr.tOSt !ndt1Gtrta1 City -of 

Greater Danb~ (;U1d other eitles o:d.ot£ng tn tb~ ~.rasht.ra 

l.tttorat ana t1~stE!m .f:lla:teau d!vieton of tbe state. But 

m reset of ~ tbt~ dt•vieian~ ~ro ~t.t!es -c.t'G not well. 

devel.opoa the 1\ypotbeste bed'~ twe fo.- -both tllo t.trne 

poUlts-. 

As the col lb,9 to 11- oe teblo v~s ~- ~he t:tm fer 

oemi~ as:-oae Ues 1rl bett~n of t;he Ntol & ~ llste 

Of aot:~~.cnte .-Ukc t.wc seta cf! u%'ban -o'ettl~t-;t;J tbe 

bypO'tl\QSia thighc-ot t-1!JR fot- l'!Ur'al a~ la<,~J: fer ~

u.rbaa ar~aa and lowest for: utban ~~ 1o qul.tc ~rue 

fo~ female l1PR-. to. relation to f·1:11o tJPn it to true !or all 

the- di\tistOM ~ept. ~ashtra l1ttcra1 <;livwf.on Where- we 

fl.nd that malt! t1Pn .to bigttest 1n uri.':ian areas and I.e- lwcst 

in tU~ai a~ and ln c-ontt-aat to Otbel" di.vw£®, the semi• 

urban set. -Of sett!~ts of tb!S d1v1$1or.t retain male 

t:m bi~e than t!'..e rut-$1 ue-as and l~or tbQU tho u~ 

aroos of the VJ.vlsio.Q• il,..~ te&Gon ~ mentionai lilbOVe may 

be the difte~~t type (then ot'het- divioiotlS) Of age & Gem 

c~i~i<m of pepu1e.t1on of Greater Bombap-tha most: 1ndue-
l 

. . ·~ t.r1al1sed elty <.U.,s-triet oe tho State fa111og,Lthe Aaho.ratmtta 

1J.ttotal dJ:v~ion. tt: elJ:;o affec:ta aceoro1ng.ty the e""l1'orall 

and -tba mal~ l~WR fOJ< tbe State it;uolf fo~ ·both ·the time poi-nte. 
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Per 1,000 d1str1but1o~ or Total, Male an~ Female workers _am-,ng the primary, Secondary and 
T<.!rt111l'1 sectors of economic activit; by type of settlements under two syste:ns or classi.. .-
fieatbn in Mahar_asb.tra State a..,;d its sub-natural div1Shns1 ~961. ' . 

Two-way {t;eru!U.s) class 1ticat1on Three - way .. classification or settlements 
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3. 7.1 l'apt 1-Purn,. 

"rtrn~ry 884 

Second:ary 60 

Terthry 56 

valley Primary 912 

3. 7.?. Penganr,aj 
· Wai.'1.~a11ga 

Plateau 

3.P..l E~tern 
Plateau 

Secondary 41 

i'e rt iary 47 

Primar1 868 

S~condary 77_ 

Tertiary 54 

Primary 892 

836 

81 

83. 

867 

57 

75 

825 

92 

- 84, 

sst 
Secondary 56 ,. ;. 78 

Tertiary 51 

3.8.2 Western 
Plateau Primary 869 

4.?..1 Ma.haraShtr-a 

~ecoadary 76 

Tertiary 55 

Littl)ral Prilnary 869 

$econdary "49 

72 

807 

108 

85 

809 

36 

·_ ·' ··'rerthrY,. 81 123 
~: !• 

944 . 1:22 87 ·' .. 301 

34 

22 

.364 376 .304 

395 

972 

17 

11 

918 

513 

. 319 

214 

467 

161 

59' . 369 

22 '469 

236 

537 

232 

229 

,538 

120 

59Q 
I 

167 
' ., 

237 . l 
290 

358. 403 

521 307 

186> 950 

26 

24 

321. .323 312 

287 

942 

36 

21 

937 

13 

444 

94 

335 

571 

160 

333 

491 

68 

329 

603 

'121 

357 

20;7 
> 

365 

42~ 
i 
' 35t 
' 

214 
{. 

894 

56 

so. 

924 

40 -

40.' 

875 

74 

51 

900 

53 

47 

888 

.· 67 

46 

878 

47. 

850 

75 

75 

883 

52 

65 

835 

88 

77 

862 

72 

66 

833 

97 

70 

. 815 

69 

36 507 522 43S 75 116 
l 
l 

P: Persons;•~te_·.;= 1-lales, \' = Fe~ales 
J· 

·504 777. ! 64 '··'168 950 

30 

20 

598 

155 

247 

182 . 103 400 

48 

404 367 

976 

15 

9 

648 

119 

233 

50'5 

198 

,547 
"' \ 

142 

310 

404 

208 

922 

57 

21 297 t.'399 

955 

24 

21 

633 

1~9 

227 

952 692 

31 179 . 

16 ' 219 

944 472. 

25 . 168 

557 

172. 

281 

494 

241 

369 

382 

192 

32 360_ . 42,6 

121 536 5~ · 4G5 

839 . 238 

75 242 

86 52:?. 

674 94 

179 409 

147 497 

168 

250 

580 

73 

390 

537 

-.-'; 

498 

206 

296 

ln7 

477 

356. 

792 115 95 194 

9?. 408 385 

116 477 ' . 509 

804 54 40 

95 352. ·335 

10•1 596 ...•• 540 

. 651 . 47 . ' 36 

.. 1?.2 4?.8 . 441 

2?.7 . 525. ''523 

460 

346 

115 

419 

466 

l3S 

319 

543 

.. 

.\' 
·:~ 
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P'er l,.ooo 41ttribut10ll ct total Hal.- and t!"male vorkeriJ alilong Prilll41'1t S-ecr>ru~art .and !ort1ar1 seotort 
ot economic a.cti'f'ltt b7 t;rpo ot settlements under tvo systul!iS or olan1ticat11)Q 1n Mf,&harashtra State 

and ita nb-naturBJ. divtsiows, l.a7l.. 

fvo..vl13'-cl!i!SS1ficat1on 
ot aettlements Sectol'l 

State/Sub-natural . of 
dhia ions economic ------...---~ ...... ·----,·-~-. --'-----,_~---.----------...-----....,...-------..----

actt'fity R U R A L U R B l If ' R U R . ..l L SEMI,.i UR3A.N . U a 8 A I 
P M E P M E P, M E P ·· . M . z= P K E. 
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~.7~1 'lapU:,.P~a 
· vaJ..ler 

3.7.2 Pell(anga .. 
~alncanga 
Plate·aU 

3.,8.1 !-tern 
Plateau 

3oS.'2 Western 
Plateau 

Prima.r7 874 
Second&rJ' 59 
Tnt1ar7 66 

Pr1m&r1 903 

8e.con4art ~5 

· 'le rt'iary 57 

Pri!U.r7 860 
S.condar1 83 
!ert11U'7 57 

Pr11lar7 881 
Secondary 53 
':ertiary 60 

~dmary 854. 
Secondary 65 
!ortlar7 80 

lo2.l Haharasntra 
'' . Littoral Prilllary 846 

aecoodal',T 69 
fertl&r'7 85 

842 

70 

se 

975. 

45 
80 

8~ 

86 

82 

864 
62 
'14. 

816 
82 

103 

781 
97 

123 

948 
34 
19 

975 
13 
12 

906 
78 

16 

~59 

23 
18 

947 
29 

24 

953 
23 

. 24 

Ul 
37G 
514 

342 
200 
458 

172 
313 
;513 

213 
298 

488 

100 
360 
539 

114 
422 

455 

92 
300 
518 

278 

217 
fi06 

147 
312 
543 

195 
299 

508 

241 
266 
486 

66t) 

108 
227 

3{)6 

321 
373 

352 

293 , 
354 

B5 202 

368 311 
548· 48? 

96 
447 
456 

237 
234 

528 

893. 

53 
·.s4 

921 

3l 

48 

.872 

78 

49 

862 953 
~ 33 
74 ·. 14 

848 

81 
'11 

980 .'125 

ll .. 90 
9 185 

909 . 5'44: 
77 183 
14 172 

903 882 964 67?, 
I2J 
207 

'45 54' 22 

51 6~ 14 

881 

.56 
63 

864 

60 
76 

848 
96 

83 

8o3 
86 

111 

--
954 . 64S 
·27 140 
18 2];2 

959 

. 21 
2o 

444 

227 
329 

t. a l'e.rscas~ Jt :: Kales~ '1--• fell&les . 

580 

160 
.260 

836 

... ~9 
9S 

. 
653: . 9~5 ~ 29(> 

112 33 210 

224 "; 52 . 481 

476 747' 115 
195 154 335 
329 99 . 550 

62. 

411 
52? 

240 
225 
535 

101 
331 

568 

-

164 
294 
542 

608 

.126 
266 

635 842 . 131 12~ 195 
374 

~1 

1.35 62 345 342 
230 96 524 536 

582. 
161 
251 

383 
257 

359 

867 
50 
83 

72 
311 
551 

670 44 
114 . 491 

'218 41::15 

62 \ 139 

38'1. 341 
557 . ·520 

'37 
515 

- 448 

116 
518 
612 



Cb) &• &Qog.out;&Jalt&9ft .. st tae~tesa.Jsv. §sl .. t'~Jl9!9 .ErMa!;¥~ 

@~D.Mld~ .. !r~ifD §!;steu, •• d ~~~.J'C.t!W.U• · 

ill !Qr.il !Bit. Yd$0~ SUJ:k!l SJ:m,._,~HM!I'&U&ion.J!!•11Q-
w~ .. ..-• ei!!!t.UHeifl~" 4 f"!ft t»:fir~¥1t1kCW _, 1&11~ 

As· we ~ea. the per: 1000 ~ OS work$i"G ·.to tbe 

prlnla_ry sector of oeonQnic acfivity I.e fOU1ll! to be b!<Jbe~ 

in th$ turai ereea end· ~ in the Ut.t~aa Qre~. tm1er tb.ree

way...class!f!cat:ion ih; c~it30D to that ·~-~ay-e.tllGeJ.

f!cat:i<m· $tld reverse b the case 1ft reUt1on to tl\'e pet 1000 

· sbue of wo~:kers 1n t.leccmdery and tente.r:y sectors. 'lblG in 

tme fC>J: betb. i!h$ male ~ female wodt.ers ana c~emly 
for Ule t:otat wrk~ro else fOr Mahara$btr:a fZtattt e.s well as 

f~ each of it~ ~tu.ral diviSions and fot' both tllo. time 

pcJ.hts .4 .. e• 1901 end 1971. ~· Cieta Pl'OO($'tof:! in CC1et3 to 

S.l end l$..-17 of tables, v.6(a) and v.G{b) sbow tbQ, •~· 

t.ts.) !)lr!lA, .. ..EPS\.l,~ !DL.YaAfl. •· 
Wke t.ha two $'Cts of ~al erd u:tban settlements· e 

-. 1 . 

·· cleale'-cut <!U&tt..nc~ 1G found between t~ l'Utal. eem1-uJ>ba n 

and u.d)art sets of :ast.tleaents in tolatt..en t;o per- 1000 dJ.str.t

buttOl'l of .wo~kers tile pJ!'.Imit(y., secondary ~ ~~ieQ' ,oscto~s 
- ~ 

Ptesetlting the G1gn1ftcan~ var:A&Uo.ns tbe ebare of 

ptim&ry workers to tote1 workers in semt-utban ~eas !o 

<;Uite low in c:omparteoa to 'thai:. 1n nu'a1 areas end ~ quite 

bigb ln eomx)erisOD to tbat. m. u:rban set of sott~. 

S!mi1ru:'1y·. GUpporti.cg c.'IUr b.y,potbes1$ the shar:e o£· eecon~ 

and t.ertlery wo.-kera tn oell1-ud>an set of' settl~ is 



:;.~1· ~WlmUA 
. . """"' ··.· ""'". . ··~ 
~,_a~Alll 

G.tl!Ult\ PLt\'rllAU 

1961. 
1911' .. 

l~ 
JA,•' ~:,~~- ~~·. 

. ' 

,,,,' 
1971' 

t941' 
1911"' 

= ,._, 
99·3 
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~ to ·be bi~ In ~teen to that 1m f:Ur'al. uoes .ontt 

ctgntE!cant1y lowe:- .ift ~.tson t.o tba-t ill -tbe utbe.n sflt 

Q£ e:ettJ.~s. · ~ QbS~¢0S era, t.Ne 11~~ we 
' 
take l~r:aabbl:a State or·~ oR 'ito stlb-natux:al 41\tleions . . 

or any o! the tt.n'e p&lnt$ i.e. 1961 01:· 1911 eti tb$ C01St9 
' . ' 

'to 1? of ~1cs V~6(a) and v •. 6.'b) ehot.f* 

ll!.b :!Q_J:l;f#,fQ, t-

fJ.bis te ®e of t!b~· important criterion ~Qptea by t.he 

census of lndte- to d!fferantiei:e ·tho· •u~an• £~ tbe •rural' 

AccOratag to the ~uo Of %nd1a t£ M a~$$., E:ll~t!tb. ,c~1s

fp1ng s~ ot't¢r criterion, Shows ~ of its.~ working 

£orae eng~ tn ~~1eulwrel PQCsutte:., 'the area can be 

elase!f1ed eD u~ ~ 1t sbould be. declerea ·as Nral. 

aut,. J:t. may be· CbS~ f~crn the t$b1e tb.-V.-7 ·that 

M th!G bnsi:s a tht'~eA.:e:teattOft of sat't~ as 

mral,. scm1-urt>an etld urbaD would brJ! mr.n;e d®it:able than th G 

d!cbo~r:mous: c1ae$1f1Cad.on o£ eettl~ts !cto .rw:a1 ana. urban• 

As the tob!e ebewG~ in u.rbe areas e wr:~ hi.g'b. pes:centege 

(ranging botwOOD ~t; 90" 1:0 SS.S~ -~ fOE-1raptj. ... PumG 

Valley <ti'\tiai()ll where· it 1S m,.a,;, 1Q 1971 ana 64·- 1961) 

of mate wotkers l$ engaged to ~t'S.oul:tura1 aet!vtti® while 

sud! rm:rtieipaUon l& ve:y low in .ttUI"al. ~ t.Jl. c~iaoo 

to that in. urban ~~. est bo~ t.b~e two em:.~unes -tmerc 

lies e set ~ ~ett:10l'4ent:& ls~~u:·bard t1bieb ebewe this 

p¢'!rcent:age · eign.tf1cnnt1y h19har· then that in rural ar:eas 

· atJ.d quite low !11 ~rtaon to that in w:'ben areO$ i.,e._ sc:rne

wbat tn bet-Ween of tbe two extr~t;;. t.rbio is true eithe.r: 



~ v,g-

BaU.o ·~ ~ou1tuvQ ~n to p~ 1GO .f# A~Ficul\ura:t 
~ trm Habarasbtra State ,at; .~turmt dlv.ts1crl.level 
tor l1valt, aem:t. ·Ur'ban an4 l.l'rbtlD set t4 settl.mnents.1961 a 1971~ 
·.•T-LWlll1k lljfttlllll~ti&l: .. ft··· 'it ,flit.tnt_ 'ii!ltJitlllZ- ., i11Ji.tll·tan·'ISIF1Ut$·-.1l·&ita& r_y·a·J 

rt 1. ~ -·. . . . It J i it • I : I. l _ I l_ tlPlt!s liil • l ..... ,Jilllli Ill lt li!!l 1 ) I llli ., ·._ •• :W 11\HJ!i • tt(J.'l I % It .Ut A1 J t .• , _I r fl ; Jl) ~ tt 



t.2..5 

we tnltE~ tbe State !ts$1f ox- ony of tte· ~atw!'ni divJ.oions 

ut botlt t'he t;.!me· po!nts• Of C®r$e, dUe to ·a btgber l.OV$1 

<>fl lndust:r.kl <Ievo1~ the se:ni-u~ arGQ:1l o£ t~ua.shtr:a 

11ttor;it and ~aga..waing~ pl~teau d!vlstcms ~bot~t ao:ne-
, 

· Wh4t utbatl biased data but it ts so only beeouae ot tbe 

anerg~e ct· Groatot< s~ City ~ .~,. eiey~bti tt.I0$1: 

1ndustria1.tsed oities•in 'these divleiono ~espeet.ivelyi. 

But in any case• wo flnd a ¢lear cut: diettnett.On bet.Wedl 

the t:l.'lttee type& of oettlements. t.brougbaut · tho State• 
' 

. . 

workeJ:D to . pe~ 100 of agrtcultur:el 't;rorketo is · very 'high in the 

urban arcoo eecoJ:~i.ng to th~e~U¥-elaso!ftcati<m. bocauoa big 

-t~a generally porform a eoro role with inajOt actlv1tiea in 

pro&Jet:ton and services otba.r than · agr1cu1tu!"al whorea.S agrl• 

culture iS ~e pradad.nant seeto:r. ·of eo:~ Jn t;be tural. areas 

end the :rat:!o dGC1lnea steeply :.tn t:he..~o a.~aa. .Jn oani«~tttban 
~ . . 

a~o this eat1o .ic not· as .low as the rural areas but 1t 1& aloo 

not cs high as the utbarl onEtS eecauoe those area$ e.r<'! not. ao 

!nduntt<ialisecJ as t~ b.tg. si~od ~ unitth, Small towna genera• 

lly perform the ~ole . of tnilrl~ot.!n<J and aervica oentrf)So. 1 'lJbe !itudy 

oe s1~e elana of urban contrc.a a..'"ld fUnction opce1alisa:tion of 
. settlements 

cettlomcrlts ohmJ that ao .fli."'PPSG to manufacturing the numbet oflr::r:~ ,_ 1 
l f .. 11 . • if. &J& (£ bU(fl'MtiLw:tfiiMi ·u .tt. 1 3 I' lk- J,t ...... !ll_ dll ¢IIIIi IIi 

1 .. Iiaain• t;;.R,..fJ.'~'l00i!.!a ~ t'Une+.,ion::;'*;; atticlQ in. u&£~~ 
-J:\'mn,s_o.p~ ~ti.i.J. ... ~~"~ ti:At:it, PP• 1:27•135• 



a ~be s~ce eecto:li. laeteaaes an tbe ~ $l~Je ct•• 
~~hB• Th-e deta tn table Vw& lnttk:ate ver:y Clf'.Jfl~tly 

thGt the Semi~tban aft$$ ·Oli 0118 beftd &;) .. aot Sb.OW the 

~ ohu~or (}$ str:Ottqly • tl'lo woe utt>o:a cent.~a 

but Oft ·the Qthcr h~ ~e set'tt~ ~ also P:ot ea 

much Jr'Ut'&l aa tbo -~11er 11.1.1-Ugea ana ~>e~• e~ 
semi~ oba~r~<n"• 

'l'htn is 't~· .toJ> ~he state ·e&· ~1 ·tor each of ita 

~aturat divt.stQU 8l'1d: •()~: botb ~. time points-. Of 

course tbe rat.1o varies fc• all tbe thr~ ~ypec of sett.le.w 

mentf.J from ofte atvts;it.m. 'to .au~ fbe1fl(f lowest to ~apt1• 

Puma Val.1eJ: . stid Hi._'t in H!lbarasbtra. lttt.ora1) a=ot•· 

dlcg to the levtll .of ~cmto ~.· Sptluatt:'f.•l. de'V'el~• 

tiht.le CGI\¢1\ldtng our enalp!S of tbe oocto-ec~c 

.atid d~apb.lc -lt,OQions Of t.bJZ'~leco!fJ.cattcn 

o! nettl~t.n we ·~ ~fV the filet t~ the. thl'ee-w&J• 

ele.s$if1.(.latJ.on 1e va114sted and just:tfied ~ the p.reo~ 

Cf SOOt~~ eftt1 (iemogl'epb!o 6.1ff(¢etlC~1th: All~ 

fi:~ eel~ec! variables .t.n this Jtegatd haw shorwft more o,,.
less a u~ of ~ed values. ~e eppa~e•t. ~akrbett 

tU.ffe.J."ential ana· e cl~~ dtat~iotl ~· ~at 

an4 eenj.~ 1Pid. betwe• sffd-ul1;)an $nd Ul"baa lQ ~rvea. 

io .-Gl.atf.on to ~ ve1:teble. at StAte levQ! as·. well eo at 

~tura1 diV1$ton level fo.r both the tilne poiftt.s. 



et:rnously the pat:tem t:tf vaJ:iat1cn& b$ttwoen. the ¥e1ues 

of .ecx:d.o-econecnic at'ld 4emographie ~&~ ·1:1~ 

among the ~- t~ -o~ sett~s ~1• ftcm 

OD$ 41vtaon to rmot~ ac~<i!tlt to ·the. ltWe1 o.f 

· :r.JOQ1o-ec0ftcwnie ~ tnduotzlal <levGl~ Of the 

tegton.- A **tud! of ·the· •·~te of ne,t~' ~1opnoft~•2 

belpe us t:o \tbd~taild this pl\GnQneDOD• 

t J t 



CB.&P1'ER.Vl 

S!noe tne 1Jea1n.1n& of popUl.atl.on census 1ft ln4Sa• 

the etu4y of mae and 1404 bas been carrle4 out ln two 

olasses 91z. rural and urban. !be 41ob.otomout olase1tt. 

oat1on ot settlements by Ind18D census orsantsatton ss 

based on the 4J.stSnot 41tte~entlals of one place t.rom anothor 

1ft .relation to some ot tbe soct.o.eeonomlo, 4emograpb1c and 

adtn1rl1Strat1ve charaoter!Sttcs. .Bu.t ana1JS1S of tbe avaUable 

statiStics ou tbeae aspecta ot tbe rural. an4 uban settle ... 

menta and tb01r popUlation in 41tte:rent s1m gro'Qpa bas 

generGl.lJ' reveal.ed p.ronoun.oed 1nter .. rural. and 1nter-.urban 

<llttel'encea. Sttdies have also shown tbat census urban 

oategort includes a numbe.r of small s1ze4 towns (urban 

centre• w1th population below 20,000) :wblch are no·t as 

urban 1n tbau torm and .structtltte as well as 1n thinkt.ng 

an4 bebav:lour as tba large a 1zo4 urban cent rea having 

popUlation 20,000 and abo-ve more part1oUlarl1t the plaee~ 

bavs.ns popUlation 11oo,ooo m:ut above. s S.Jdluly am&ng the 

rval settlemnts the larp steed vU1apt (wit;b population 

a,ooo an4 •n) are not. as rural as tbe small.• ~ OYI &.> 

part1c\&lar1Ft 1n respect ot tbe a•aU.abU.1t1 ot soc:ia:J. 

aett1ttea. J.ntra.etruotura 8ld the way or lite of tbe 

people llvt.nc in tbam. On the other ban4, l&rrJG a1zed 

villages and small slse4 towns show certaln ohuacter1St1os 
i 2 <a 



aomowbat similar to each other an4 therefore, need to be 

class11~4 1n a separate categorv reprosentms thee:; 

cbaracteriatica more c1ear11 anA 14ent1t71a& their 

.lnd:ependent ent 1ty ( trom 1'\U'&l an4 urban) tor the tr po.ten

tial dewlopDlnt. 

!be p.resent stli47 was, tbezetore 1 planned to develop( .. 
a. concept ot •semt.urbsn• .. catesort of settle~nts to olasi.ty 

the lar,e s1zs4 villages and amaU slu4 towns as s·emt. 

urban. 1n order to recl~s1f7 the settlements lato tbl'H 
. and urban 

categories viz. rural, semt.u.rbaql the s 1ze ot poptilatioft or 
tbb: settle•nts bas beea taken as tbe sole eriterton Ill tbe 

p,resent study (ThiS study vas a part ot the ma,Jor stu.dt on 

tbe question ot recla9s1t1catlon ·or settlements .and other 

researcben bave ase4 other criteria) • 

• 
!he study vas conducted by seleati.ng tbe State ot 

Mabarasbtra as. tbe area of the study and by covering the 

o:emus olasst.tioation of sel,lemera.ts 1n tbe State at two 

time polnts i.e. 1961 and 1971. To assosa the pattern ot 

diStribution of three tJpes of settlements among the 

cl1tferent part~. or the St·ate ln cot1text ot the geog.raphtcal 

sett1ng ot the area, tbo sub-natural d1v1s1on of tb& State 

has been considered at the meaningful ua1t tor tho present 

study. 

After Nclaas1ty1ng tb.G census rural and urban 

settlements 1Dto three categories at tbe state and BU.b- · 

natural dlv1Ston level, tho socio-economic 8114 d.emomraphic 
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1mpllcat1onsof tbree-w~.classitt.oatlon weN stt141e4 on 

the ttas18 ot certain selected: Yarlables like srovth ot 
popUlation, de&a1t;, 11toraoy; aex ratlo &114 occupational 

Sftructui!e of the, popUlation. 

ilD4Jui,l 

B7 utlfts the orlte:rloft ot pop\llat1on. a.t.m below 

-eo,ooo, a ~~ajor ..... ot cenalll nr'ba!l< .. s•ttlcu•ata ~ JA 

Ma.buasbtlla, bave 'b8eD eldstfled as somt.t.urban;~ at bt>tb 

tbe tlnB polDts u..e. 72 per cent ot tbe total census 

urbaa s-ettlements in 1961 &M 63 per CGnt ot the total 

COMmJ vbao eet;tlemente· 1n 19?1. can be olass 1f1e4 as 

semS..urbaa aettleaats. 

... 

ln contl'alt to tbt abo-ve pattern ot tbe C1ass1t14at&oa 

ot urban settlements, a ft~6 t.cnt ot the oens us rural settle• 

mnto b:atte been ze0lasslt!e4 ta serd.-vbaa. In State as 

a vbole onl; 0.93 per cent an4 1.69 pel' oeat. of tb.e total· 

census rural settlement. in 1981 tm4 1971 respeotivelJ 

baft sbltte4 to tbe .lld ca.teso:rr 1 .. e. ser.ot..urban category 

ot settl.enents. 

Tbe \l'lstributlon of all tbe tb~ee tnoa ot settlement• 

end popuJ.atlotllt•inc the&"ein ~ bilbl.J' uneven between tbe 

tift gttograph1oa1 Ng10l1:9 or the state. Most ot tbe popula. 

tlon 1tvtna ill a tGaw biS/large s1ee4 Ul"ban Cfnttftts Sa conoon

trato4 ln tbe tdgbl.; J.MutrlalSsed pal't& ot the state 

wbU• most ot 'the tte.S.vban popUl..at1on itt contlnflcJ to tbe , 
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ref1o:as where the development ot agro-tnctustr1el 1a tald.ns 

plaoe at a taster apeed. !bla 1S evident from the 1norea1e 

ln tbe uumber ot small towns and lar·ser villages ln these 

areas 1D. 1971. tn compariSon to tbat in 1961. 

!be two sets ot rural as weU as urban settlemnts 

Cl.Ualtle4 under two-wa,.olass .1t1cat1on aad tbree.var. 

clats1tlcat1on. show 41tterent v~l.ue's.; vbU.e oompaie:d.~ witb 

eacb otber 1ft relation to the variables 41Scl·os1ng aocio

•conomt.c aA4 4emogre.pb.1o character1St1cs. . ot course eolDI 

tlmd presenting a wlde ran.se ot 41tterences the vatlatiom 

are, • trlJI1Dgl.y hJ.gh ·as itl case or dens 1~1 ot population 

between tbo two eets ot urban settlerents but some times 

the Y'ar1at1ons are noiB1a.al as 1n case .ol l1teraot rates 

tor rural ~ well as ·tor:..vball sets of settlemanta. But 

a &nJ" case a clear trea.d ot var1a.t1ou J.a obser'ffe4 between 

tbe two rural ad urb.an eeu under two S~Stem5ot clasettJ. 

cation an4 bence the rural-urban 41tterent1ai : w.ttb reaa.Ms 

to cena1a aoc1o.eeonom1o en4 demosraphlc oharactoi'S.Ottos 

18 tounct more pronotmce4 under thre.e-vat.-class1tlcat1on. 

than that found 'tUlder the census clesslf1cat1on ot settle~ 

manta. fbta 1S true wbetbor we take I tate as a. whole or 

8D1 ot the sub-re,g1on of tbe State at any time point i.e. 

1961 or 1971. 

Semi-urbaA set of ·~ttlements batween tbe 110s·t rutal 

and most u.r'ban set ot sett1ements shows quite d11t1not 
~ 

character than tbat ot •rural' an4 'urban•. Growtb rate ot 
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population, 11terac.r rate -both tor 'males• /and 'females•, 

dens1tt of population per sq. km.. ot area and the ebare of 

secon4&.r7 and tertiary workers bear a poaltlve Nlatlonsbt.p 

whereas tbe sex· ratio and the work part1c1pat.1-. rate, 

particul.arlt tbe f'emale worlr-part1c1patton rate, ab0w8 an 

ltlv~rse;?. relatlonthlp wltb the J.ncreastng su.e of tbe 

population ot tbe rural aa4 urban aettlemonts. ' Bence we 

t1n4 tbat the wlUaaes w1tb popUlation below s,ooo show tbe 

lowest growtb rate, literacy, cterrs1ty of popt4at1on Qll4 

share ot aecon4ary and tertiary workers whlle these 9al.uea 

ue blgber tor tba rural aettlemelltfl ot pop\llati.on s,ooo 
and above a4 tor tbe. urban settlements vttb popUlation 

below 20,000 i.e. the semi-urban areas accor41n& to the 

present stutlt. But tor tbe urban ateas ot tba h.igher el.ra 

group ot popUlation tbe values of the sa14 variables ate 

blghest. Stmllarlt tbe poaittoa. 1S .tust the reverse i't we 

consider ttt. f'aluea ot sex ratio anti worlf.,.put1cJ.pat1ol1 rate 

by ala ot popUlation ot tbe rural· ai14 vb.aa settlements. 

Tbla 18 true liON or less, tor tbe 41ttorent auta.nt*ura1-

4lvla1ona ot the State at both tb& time points. 

B~eonrnen~ttd<UII t 

i'he s1:U.Sy h.es shown that the tb.I'Oe types of settlements 

identified by applying the 'e1ae _of _popglauon·• cr.tt.er!on to ·the 

ol~esjy existing Cenau.s rural ana urban eetuemencs do f)J'esent 

e cle:aa:"-dlt :Jtstinctlon between them· Crural. ~t-uxbat1 end 

ur:benl in ~letton m certain soelo-eccnomtc ana a~apbie 

chatecterst:ice antl eleo that t:hc a:ural urban differentials 

in :c"espect ~o these c1uu:actersttcs is foun:i eo be morn pronounce:a 
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tbat un5er census closelflcctiOD. ~efore. lt shotll:t 

bo ca.nsi&tl:e~ juat.1ftea to ~ee~utl that: e ~ee-fo1~ 

elossiflcation of eot:tl~nts by· applying ·tho • siee of 
\ 

popul.ction• ers•non~ as ttlacusae' 1ft tlv;tostu:Sy SboUl!l 

be o:lopte!! ~or ell tho prootic~ ~ anti ospectfilly 

fo~ tbe Ceaeua anumerotlon anti tabl1ntion •. 

Here one may :caine the quoot1oQ tbot the •nf.ac, of 

populeUon" crlter.f.oo bot!ZCS on tho cut. of~ points .at tho 

population siec of below s,ooo as 'nu-el' eo:l s.ooo oni 
' . 

e'bov$ as •semt.-ud:>sn • J.n eas.n of :o-e1asotftc:atton of 

census ~ol ceas ttn~ et 'tho populftt:!on ttl.~ below 20.000 

-as' semi-urban' en! 20,000 end mor;c siS •urbaa" in ceso of 

,;ecloseificatt.on of Olm:Ns tU"b&u ucsa. · ie an Gl'bte:-al:f 
&do0\"'-

eu.:v1d1ng line bG~ ~:u.:ol. 80ft'd.-v'benj_tJpca of cot.tlcmont;s 

bocau• a fUrtbol.' stu~ of the· so clesM.ftca semt-utban 

settlements mny ~•1 that the cmall 'tOWfto cove~ by the 

urban sggl.C'J~#at.lot'.i or ·thG small towns & l~r vUlegcs 

locet!~] QI'OUD;i or: neat> the big :lftlbet.r.t.al cities show e 

btgbcr a~ of umntd.m~oft~· wh1lo comparotl t.d.th otheJ: 

sem.t-u#b&D set~ ei~O et a tliflerent 1oeat.lon 

on:l ntte. FUr-ther, ~ vllle;co with popslut.ioA bulcw 

• !o to.:ms Qf liteK'OeJY l.t:Vol, percon~ of workers engaged 
1r.t ncn-egrtculturel per:w1t.l$..- ;,va.tlcb1~lt.y of DOc1e1 ~l'li-
Ues way of thiold.ng cnel bchmr1our ao:l so on. -
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s,ooo a.nd ua:ben p.leees with populot1on above 2o.ooo 
may also $bow the semi-US"ba» Ql\e.reott:~risaUo'D. A 

"'<':, 
'~-

couple, ot suggesttoq CtJQ, tbe~ore, be forwerded for · 

exten:Jing the uppec end lower limits of the cutting 

po!m.s of the 'eiae of popt.tlatton~ of the Censu.s urban 

ana ~'U'al GOttlem&Pta .~spcctl.vt>ly to eutve at the semi-

\· ( < 

u:cb$n <:ategOxy or it, may also be coneidere4 ttl);rc t.aaefUl 

that eacb set.tlem.ont of & puottculer sllfe ~P of popu• 

1et:t.on Ghould be t.ee~ be$'!or:o ita ~aeai£1eaUotJs as 

r:ural, oeml~ben or uman on 'the t:nmtc of avallabllf.t.y 

of cer.-tato preaomtnant scc1e1 ~ot:lttes 01!' popul.C$UoO 
l 

cbuocte~tics e.g. 4ena1t.y·* ltteracy tete an:! proport.toa 
/ 

of worl~s in secon&u:y end tertiozy seet;o.z:s fa£' tile we~crs 

af-pr~J. se~ o£ eeooomlc acU.vit.y as has been sene in 
0 

t:be other ~c ~ta of f'J'te maiD atuily on t:ne pS"ob1£m .. <.~ 

Bu.t. it may be note4 that:. the netho:iologt~e GU.ggestea 

in the precod1ag pue tc etrive at the semt. .... urban oategoey 

o! settlements ero· ba~ on ce~:t.ein easurnpt.lons ans ar:e 

~~ t:ttne consumtng e~eJ.ses iPV01v1ng- e lot of calculat1o1 

~k eQ:J eo sucb may be. mo.::e uS(::~l. for the ~cb ~na 

them:'tic:el pUrpOseG but. are lee prec'Uael .f#om the vlew 

point of tbQJ.r applieab:J.lit¥ a-s tbt~ o~tte.::.ie for the -

• .I ~ ·m. ., . -· - . I! • ~- - ~ •• .. -· -- . . - - -- . - -- ·-· . - '- . - -•- ~ - I!! - -- - - . -

A4l has been in~u.c~:l eaJ.'ller this stuay !e ta po~Mt of e big; 
study on t-m p~la:Ql of re-t:ltlSS1f1eation of Census nrel & 
urban settletnent.s $onto ~ee cat:egor.tes. The ot'bel' tbree 
etu~U.Gs have adepts~ t.Uffsrent. crlta&"1a for tlttee-wey 
classification of s~t.tlemonts in MehorasbtJ:a Stet.e., ., 



tl'U:ee way claaatfketion of settlemen~s at ell %n41~ 

level. Moreover we sbOu.ld oot fOfget. ~t in any cese 

IPS will be seleot.tng como • axt>itrwr • 4ivtatng line to 

a~stlnguish the t!:u'~e types of INman ee~emente because 

t.upite of a ~t' of ltat.otneUonal conferences ent 
' 

semlnar:s on. tho issue DO wt1verenl polDt: eoul:J be ident1• 

fled from where the r:UJ:>a1 enas. end ul"'baD st.arts o:r .•ice-

~r;efore,. t.be only qUestion now .ctan4s !s ; Row to 

eel~ tbo best. posslbl($ dSvltU.ng litae betw~..en, ruxal ~ntJ 

send.-.uroban enfJ between sem..t ucben aafJ ud!loft on the baslo 

of which U.J mmd.num of the tt.U.a1 • ..U..tarban ana utban 

tyPes of sett1E11Qot.a may be identifieil u.aa.- the· 'thzoee 

cespec:Uvo ca.tegex-J.e$ of aettlet'l'Jet'Jte Gmt (i:l) wbtch may 

com.renlently bee~ t>r tbe CGOS'to Orgettised.on of 
I . 

tna.t.e. 141> en o£ us ~mow •. ill XM1e. t:tae census Qrgan1eatton, 

is t.be prtmaty oqeocy to clasc!ty tbe sett1eme11t0 into 

4iffel'~tl~ oe~gotles ~al,. seml•~ban OJ: U#batd throughoUt 
' 

the eotanvy. 'lbenlfo.r.'$', we nus~ r:emEJ~¥ here. tbet t.he 

seleotaa cr;U:ertctt/crtter:ia for trlcho~s clesf)if&eat;ton 

ehoUlt1- of ~-'be GC:I.entlfte an! eyetematlc bUt it. ·\_ 
~ .... 

shoUld also be .&imple el1iPUgh ta:om tho view point of t.t:a 

aaopt:1on by ime census Crganiaatton elougw1th its uttllty 

on"d ability to ~Sn the eompuebUlt.y o$ 8at.e betwcon 
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tbe paet. efta fu~ Cf)~msseo. ~cOftBiay.- th$. tuethc401cgy 

~oped for tt'lre~J claRB1fl~tlon is ~ ))e, base5 an 

tbe cot.teus data onlij ~b. may be •seeonadl'' for a reeearcb 

otua~t. bat ·PJ:OVi!'ie 'l'.r'imi:aq • material to the cenfAls Ol'ga

ntaaUon ·for the pur:poae of .f:eclessifrU;g the eetUoments. 

Henc:ejt .:lnsptl:e of ell lintltcd.ons Clncludlng the lt.r.d.·tetlons 

of census QrganlsatJ.cn itself) tO relet!.on to t\a'te co11ectlonjt 

e.tny further rese~t'ch fot" t.tevel.opl.og the metboSclogy for three

fold claesitiea.tlob wou14 have to l:le· ba&e:t upon the census 

tia"te itself.· 

l(.(!eping ln· mini the· &~ ment.tonett pot.·n~ it mey be 

consiaorea jusd.f1e3 ·to. J:ecettrmeft! tha~ •s:t.:ae Of popllation• 

crit.eJrlon shoUld be e:laptd £or developlft.9 e three-tiel' 

system of clase.lfying the ~tlements. Thls er.iterion is . . 

more practical .a~ sitr;>le !n compet1SOD to othet" matho4-

- oloqtes7ean be epplf.d -x-e conveolt.m'Cly at. a11 :lntlla level 

becwse the dQUil'etl Seta e::.ao ~ ~ of rec1ees1f1eet.to: 

ue available in a u.nif~ pattem tn ell ove.c- t.he couat,cy 

en:\ for 4f.ffel.'~nt tt• poJ.nte. ~~;Jwlag aslae certain excep

tions <:ompar-vely most: of the lUI'el-, eetd.-urban an4 utbbn 

typeS. of sott1emente ca-o 'be CO\"e~ .a.ae.- their r:especUve. 

ee~ea-d.aeslfi.ed by· applyi.Ug t:be 'a1ae of population• 

cs:1terton es exple1.ne4 in the stuty .• 

Gann&DSl 1ntl d OOIS¥ .tatatsll 
'ttle acto preeente4 in tb1s stu.:ly .for .t:he &tete of 

fl.teb~aehtl'a beve c1euly b&"ougbt ~ t:be soc!.o-eoouomtc and 



~grapbi.e &ffe,~:ontJ.a:l& whtch ~rge4 while t!he cettlements 

of tbls state were cleaslfiotl into ~ ·c*go¥J.ea es rural. 

semt-umen on4 urben 1hateatl of thelf! UG'Uol 4tcho~s 
<:laooificnUon into aN~&! entl urtberl anti~ Pt:0\11doa e 

basts fer: ce~:tain rath1tikift9 tn this ;rcgera em the part 

of plaDnetG ena palter ~rs. 

t.'he idie1.ltiftcadon o£ semt-u.rban U"Oes enc o ceystal.

elcea: pieture of eocio-eccocmtc# JJOC:io-cultur~l, geographical 
• 

v(/ ' 

end demoqr~b1c char~cterfsdee of ~llt?Be e~ees would be of e 

great uoo to ·the plaDner'a an~ poliey maker.a of the national 

deva~nta1 pz:o;l'atmJOS to In!ila. semt-u~:ben ereee can 

pl.ay e c.J:dcta1 ,;ole partlcul:tn:~ly with reference to the town 

planning tn cegional eontc~t. :!ecentrclloatton of 1n4ustr1ea 

au::t thot:eby ndnimtetn; a oo.r1os of probJ.e.ms assocloted With 

the #Ural~~n mlQt&tton ana tte growtng coogestt.on J.n e few 

big urban cantl;'ea and 1n 1\lintmie.iog t.bo eco~ on:t social cosu 

1nvol:ve·i f.o laying l"be £ountJattoo of modern aortcultve eod 

tnatJstJ:y. 

OUr. f.lvc...,ee,; Plsru:s. epee1ally Ph~th end Pifth Ptve Year 
'K.. 

Plens .have lt}ia speciel emphasis on the bal*ea regional growth 

at'l:l l~gr~~ ert~a development. ~· seml-urben areaa, which 

eo this ~Y has b~gbt out. ere tnoJre ln ·number then the 

w:baQ eentres atltl $t preceat ~. not ~ly d1otr1bute4 over t:be 

spnc:e. can play a v~tal role in thtc :c"eepect. A bsle.f'J(:e.d an~ 

efeect1ve dtotl'ibu.t.ion of cam!.~an tJrees over the space with 

e:Secxuato infrasuu.cw.re 'tfOUlS mi.n:t•• ·tJ:le Jtegtonal. an:l sub• 

.l'egtonal inbalancea ln the swelopnleatal ~ess. Many of t-~ 



'semi-urban ateaa aue to tbol'lr eevou.-a'blo _site A location; 

can ac~se• tte. the decen"elise:l 1rR~Ustc1ee. ~s 

by cS'eattng ·tb.e erftPlOJ'I'3GOt. oppc:uotunS.Ue:s tile 1!4gretton channel 

caa be dt.reete:J 8ftt1 if possible Je'Gtllrectaa from tbe turel 

. en4 big ~ben c.ent.r:es ~:eepectlvelr to the scmi-ul'ban areas. 

~ tsi~Rton of mtg.r:ation aban:nel f~:om the big U#'ben centres 

ens imi*OVod economic oppoJ:tunltie$ in semt.•urban er:eae 

•e essent1ol to check the further flow Qf population to 

·tbe elaea, conjost.e4 nwat.-opo11ten cities in feYO\U' of 

heel~ end ot>4 .. 1Y urbanisation par'tte\llerly .ln the coming 

ye~a. Xt bas be$n estlmat.ea tbbt I'UlNtl ereu bf the ye~ 

2001. vili not be eb:Lc to support. nore then 500 mtUl:on pecplc
1 

(out of tt!e 669 millton pcroJectAad ¥'U~Zal people2) oven et the 

prosent trt;aftdoJ'd of l.tvtog. Tbei;. toeene the s:ema1ning .169 

mUl1on ~aJ. people will move out Qf ~e £UJta1 areas on the 

ot.bel' hami ·t.be· 1f.llt9Br *U'bnn eeDt3'as "'-*14 not be'· able to 
' 

abso•~ their • surp,lus• 'Of _a-ural peopl.o beceuse alt'ea~y: a 

lar:ge.r number of people goea em l:tvtng tn these. --ar:ee$ 
. ' 

beyond tbelr ~· of edOftomle d~ justULee. ~~ 

is here that l1J l.ocati~- the d«:ent¥a1J.ae~ 1MUSt.t'.1es ena 
. \ 

thereby creatir&g more ~opaent; oppo~:tunltles. ·the semi

urban ereaG can be utU.iSQt. fox eceommo:tetli.\g t'.he •su&-plue • 

1 I . - . . . '•. 

Chsn._,J: Sekber., c., Chief ·'l'Owft Planner, ltntlie ~ote4 by w.i1. 
cou.stns, Aam.mm re~n i!S,tlx&t1SS.f P,relin'iinoey document, 
tmll$1', •NW J»lhi.19 · • . 

2sxPe~~ CQrm\it.ta$"on 5'op.tlatton. Projections, Ec2:1!Si;A IPW!A
!;198 bY §U·' au.,.,XMH .!27lr-lf!2ll Renniftq C<Jmmlss 7 n,aovt. 
of Xn:U.e.,l971. . 



l!\\tral ~atleft as W$11 M to t!!s~$ t-.he uman. ~lm.t-t<m. 

·!11e ec~ co$t ,f&r prQV!G~ t-'le: $QC1U s~.1Ut1es to 
I 

~~ 'the· ~-u~ltty t:Jf itfe of tbo ~le sa e~~d>an areea 

1.~ld al$0 ~ ml.citrt1eed by· ·the uU.l~Aon Of illl~e$,dy ~:1l$'bl.e 

S.drut:~tu• ~~ tbe$e ~f.~~ · 

atttber if the ~"el et.ld $tete ~~w pay· edequat$ 

a-t~tt~ 't'h$ ~1-u~ a:r~~~ 1•e. the ~l $!~ t~ wbicb 

. F'ft't·.~ _..__"""' Iii!. · .. - .... ~"!"' ''""-"'AI""•• ... _.,._..,. t;:k u...._- --..:~ -· ,.,.., el'e ""~~ .. ec ....,. .... "-'9'1'" ,..,.,.een ~ ~~~ ~~~ ~~,.,1\;,o:,,.,._.. ·1-~Q • .. ~i QIJ.!iol ,.. ... ri!Uo 

unlv~e 3 
oan Pl4J e. ol\1Cla1 tOI;$ Ia qrtcul~ ·and· wEal 

dev$lopm~. 'fhese v~ Cf!n pro.vi~e ~e~ links between 

rural, ena u:r:bati ar-ea& .Md tbUS (Wl pr~e: 'tho AeGdoo $etf·1ees 

for .f.mpr~g •griQ>!ll.t\l~!al p~actiC® at'ld de•lot.ftent: ef ·89t'o-· 

~'tt'le$ a1~1th • ~l)J.e r:angtt o£ smull sc;ate ~st.r:-~ 

.~ t:Ql;at~ to the modere!e,.ti,tm (tf ~lctll.UU:G and ~sirig 

'the. •~tal and. ~-~!.-~ ~-t$ ~lved b it~ 

lu. ~M~ W()rd$ tf thG· p~ $tt«ltion u paid eftd 

sd~at.& ~~$ ~r:e made· t:.he s•""'"r.»an areas· which ~we 
, 

on th$ t:J."'~it;i~1 eta9$ towatds U:tt»mua.t!oo, r:~ pl.&y en 

J.mpcttetrt ~~ 0$ ~he: Mlr$ert~ oft ~~rlalloation and ud:tan

!~atJ.OJI ~ l!fattltt 'WOrk $$ the 1c®.nter~gnet~•· to the exlet~ 

m!gNtlon tQ!iif$;tde 'b1q, c·tt:tes,. ~· e~~~ ~eae tf <i$Va1opeJ 

~ the COtial pt~ ~ ~h centr~ can aJ"J;r1dge ·th$ 

nu:sl"'""tlt:~ dicbet~ .£ft. t:he tlac1*l1~tmcmio end spa-tiel ~tems~ 

~~~~~~· e-~-- UNESCO R~~ .. <>n Social a-nd. 
-ij c ~0:1cpnent tn sou~t'P Asia,bel.hl. 1964rrp.1l. 

4. · R.P.~t'af''~ ~t~ end ~~:-al-tt~ C®t:inuwn• in 
A~·t·~dk'a t.rn). AmJmaemm~ .~ Rmtt~· 



lt-f\ 

~'l1 tb the Stre$B .Qti lntegt:~t;et;, mr:al t!!eveLop:DQnt to 

t~1en pl~g ~ ehould o..~ growth o£ large oised 

v11leges flnd mnGll~ towns in a groatet- p:opot-tton .s.n a next 

coupl.~ of dec&ies !n India end· tb!s .st:o~es t'-- noaa fo.r 

undeJ:otllnd.ing tM charaoter61:.ics Of 'th~ aroes much mort:~ c 

clearly in v1w of tho ab~ meni!ton~ points. Bu.t a.ll tbiE"J 

woul-d QJ')ly be poss£ble 1f ·t:h~ CetJSue Org-ani$at1on of India 

deeidea t-~ ·adapt. 4 tbrea-ttet<-.system of claoni£y1og tbe 

lih:::rttt:Sments into rural.,. semi--urban e.na urban Ulatea.d o£ the 

present ~ay<latts!.£1caot.1~ of eettl~ents in lAdie. 





TABLE- 1 

Statement showing tbe admintstrattve d1v111on, d1atr1cts, 
towns and vUlages 1ft M.aharesbtra as per 1971 censutl. 

A A I l¥2 J r nrr·11.1 •••-••-- 1 ·," Jt~t: t 1 

Divllton DJstriot 

1 2 

Mahal'as htra .. state 26 

Bombay Or;· ·Bombq 

Thall& 

K.olaba 

.aatnaslrt 

Raslk 

DhUl.ia 

Jal.saoa 

Sub. total 1 

Poona Ahmed nagar 

Poona 

Satara 

Sangll 

Sbolapur 

Kolbapv 

Bub. Total 6 

Aurangaba4 Avangabad. 

Parbhanl 

Bb.l.r 

181lded 

oa manabacl 

Sub- Total 6 
IL11 

f IE I Iilii .• lM __ Ml f M'l!t~Wi-lliii!IIM_ li_i __ ) ·11 

No. of tovna No. of vUlaces 
(1nhab1te4) 

a 4 

289 35778 

1 • 
24 1598 

14 1699 

16 1614 

20 1688 

? 1379 

15 1423 

96 9231. 

6 1312 

22 1481 

14 1142 

? 539 

10 948 

11 1083 

7o 660& 

10 1866 

12 1606 

7 1028 

11 1324 

13 138? 

S3 7110 J.·:-.· 



\4).. 

1 3 4 

lfagpv Bul4aDa 9 1232 

Akola 9 .1. . 
1Uura9at1 13 163? 

reotraal 8 1647 

War4ba 6 96a 

Nagur 13 1625 

Bbaa4ara. 5 1500 

Chandrapv 7 2840 

'Sub. Total 8 70 12932 



Table 8.2 

~Percentage Distribution of 'lbtal Villages and Rural Population anong Different Size G.J:Oups of Population 
for Maharashtra and its Sub-natural Divisions at District Level for 1961 and 1971 

. . 

1 

l 
t . 

Sub-nratural Divisions 

3. 7 .1/Tapti-Punaa 
/Valley 

.I 
/ Dhulia 

I 
-~ Jalgaon 

l 
I 
\ 
~-
{. Buldhana 

;: .. ~~. 

Arnravati 

Akola 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

. ' 
3• • 2 lPanganga•Wainganga 

;:-. Valley 1961 

Nagpur 

Chandezpur 

Wardha 

1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

SIZE ClASS OF VILlAGES Wl'lR POPULATION 
All Classes Less than 500 soo-999 1000-1999 2000.-4999 Sub-total of' 5000•9999 10000+ 

villages below 
5000 po_pulatign ----- ------

l . 4 . 5 . 6 . 7 - 8 9 10 

35851 28.,391,157 47.72 15.02 2e.5s 2s, 71 13.62 2a.ss 
35778 34; 701.024 49.52 10.68 29.43 21.80 20.79 29.40 

7137 5, 224,573 52.11 16 •. so--~~72&.8S 25.83 14.73 27.32 
716o 6, 3o1, 245 5S.e2 -12.67 28.84 23.51 . 11 .6o 21.44 

1360 
1379 

1435 
1423 

1609 
1637 

1508 
1489 
1225. 
1232 

1, 135#380 46.62 13.52 
1,374,445 40.32 10.24 

1,367.,826 4C. 70 11.36 
1,620,975 34.01 8.53 

910,586 65.20 23.65 
l16t526 5e.sa 19.oo 

· 926.,521 s7.42 22.38 
l, 148,.1'29 4 7. 21 15 ... 54 

884,260·47.84 16.54 
1.041,170 41.48 12.39 

26.54 23.05 
27.56 20.15 

30.52 22.52 
31.62 20.29 

21.19 26.29 
25.33 23.94 

27.06 3o.s7 
30.83 28.28 

30.04 29.10 
31.98 2,7. 22 

18.90 30.97 
21.25 29.75 

18.82 27.30 
20.66 25.29 

9.32 21.93 
. 12.77 25'• 28 

11.14 24.68 
15.18 26.38 

16.82 30.98 
19.32 31.25 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

6.18 22.40 99.07 91.68 
8.67 25.87 98.41 8.7. 75 

o.85 7 .o4 
1.38 9.44 

5.42 21.35 
7. 2.3 23.87 

I 

6.91 24.10 
8.99 26.09 

8.43 25.66 
11.53 29.79 

3.48 18.93 
.3.85 16~73 

3.85 16.37 
6.11 22.36 

4.73 18.84 
6.17 21.07 

99.10 91.30 . o.so 7.10 
98 •. 53 87.50. 1. 24 9.36 

98~97 91.64 
98 •. 12 86.23 

98.47 86.84 
97.82 83~90 

99.19. 90.80 
98.47 84.95 

'99.47 94.00 
99.·33 92.45 

99.43 95.46 
98.95 9~.93 

o.88 6.36 
1.59 10.15 

1.18 8.71 
1.55. 9.04 

o.sl 9~20 
1.47 14.08 

o.53 6.oo 
o.s4 s .46 

o.s7 4.54 
1.05 8.07 

8495 4,.443,.719 64.45 26.41 22.55 30.38 
BS74 5,583'11623 55·.75 f9 .• 35\ .25·.60 27·.75 

I 

10.04 25.69· .1 2,.68 14.23 
13.·87 28~.7i 4~26 18.46 

99 .• 73 96~. 71 
99.48 94·. 28 

o.27 3.29 
0.48 4.88 

1653 725107 73.32 36.75 '19.12 29.50 
1625· 887,.331 64.·o6 27.87 24.68 lo. 75 

1486 
1500 

2755 
2840 

1629 
1647 

972 
962 

1-,132,025 44.89 14.23 
1.;.405#067 36.00. 9.57 

. 1,142,.380 74.19 32.61 
1,473,037 66~62 24.96 

959,945 56.10 24.37 
1,229.-728 45'.90 16.52 

484~262 65~64 28.63 
588,460 57.28 21.77 

28.80 27.13 
30.27 23.31 

17 .so .29. 75 
20.95 28.48 

28 .• 55 34. 49 
29.81 28.39 

23.15 32.66 
26.40 30.;'68 

5.26 16'.15 
7.69/118.51 

20.52 ·;37. 21 
24.00 .36.10 

\ 

6.28 2o.os 
9.15 22.96 

12.52 27 .• 52. 
19.79 35'. 72 

8.64 22.69 
12. 27 26. 19 . 

2.06 14.34 
3.02 16.76 

5.59 19.83 
9.13 26.96 

1 .. 63 11.12 
2.71 14.72 

2.58 11 .. 11 
4.13 15.60 

2.47 14.48 
3.53 16.02 

' 
99.7. 9~.~4 
99.45 93.89 

I 

99.80 98.40 
99.40 95.94 

99.60 93.53 
99.43 91.12 

I 

99.75 97.49 
99'.6 3 9~. 23 

99.90 98.66 
99.48 94.66 

0.24 3.26 
o.ss 6.11 
o.2o · 1.60 
o.6o 4.06 

0.40 6.47 
0.46 6.38 

0.,25 2.51 
o.31 2.94 

o.1o 1.34 
o.52 s.34 

17 18 

o.os 1.28 
o. 21 . 2.81 

0.10 1.60 
o.22 3.14 

· o.1s 2.oo 
, o.29 3.62 

o.35 4.4!5 
· o.63 7 .o6 

.. '"·' .. 
· o.o6 o.97 

- -
- -- -
- -

o.o5 o •. B4 

- -- -
-- -o.11 2.5o - -o.06 o.s3 - .. - -

19 . 20 

o.93 s.32 
1.59 12.25 

o.go a.7o 
1.47 '12.50 

1.03 8.36 
1~88 13.,77 

1.53 13.16 
2.18 16.10 

o.81 9.2o 
1.53 15.05 

o.s3 6.oo · 
0.67 7.44 

o.57 4.54 
1.o5 s.o7 

o.27 3.29 
o.s2 · 5.-72 

o.2'4 3.26 
0.55 6'.11 

o. 20 l~~o60 
o.6o 4.o6 

0.40 6.47 
o.s7 8.se 

o.2s 2.51 
o.37 3.-77 

o.ro 1.34 
o.s2 5,..34 

c ... ,-n:t-J • 



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

3.8.1 Eastern Plateau 1961 9698 9,170,,426 35,85 10.82 33,.97 2$,87 21.06 30.37 7.99 24,57 98.87 91.63 
' 1971 9680 11,370.,688 27,22 6,88 32~58 19.32 26.73 31.24 11.43 29.53 97.96 86.98 

Sholapur 

Kolhapur 

Sangli 

Nanded 

Parbhani 

osmanabad 

Aurangabad 

Bhir 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

3.s. 2 Westem Plateau ~1961 
. 1971 

Nasik 

Ahmadnagar · 

\Poona 

Sa tara 

1961 
1971 

1961 
'1971 

·1961 
:1971 

1961 
.1971 

.. 

946 1,. 34o. 245 13'.64 2,89 
948 1,637,288 10.34 1.87 

1086 l, 288,718 27.44 6. 74 
1083 1,,6o7.804 21.88 4.53 

526 -1,,038,286 9.70 1 .• 35 
539 1,252,972 ~.24 0,86 

l325 923.806 45.21 18.30 
1324 1,169, 577 ».oa 1o~99 

1517 1,039~534 47.67 19.36 
1505 1~ 264.,,833 39 .eo 15.36 

1388 1,321~390 31.92 10.~1 
1387 1.659,699 21.85 5.74 

1879 1~315~630 45.88 17.63 
1866 1~641A745 35.42 11.85 

1o31 902.,8l7 J 36 .o8 12.75 
1028. 1,136,.820 25.29 7.57 

5628 5"767,57.0 37.31 10,22 
5563 7, 056,.740 29.26 . 6. 76 

1652 1 lao 264 4zaso , ., il 

16 28 1t690t> 749 3 2. 25 

1318 
1312 

1., 5881i654 26,.10 
2:,o17ll617 16·,62 

14.29 
9.38 

7.16. 
3.74 

1498 
1481 

1, 526,974 42.05 
1, 848#1 255 35'. 7 2 

11.03. 
7.93 

1Sa3: 
1142 

• 
1, 271,678 36.55 
1,So0,119 · 31•.17 · 

/ 

8.63 
6'.42 

33.93 17o.39 
29.11 12.9i 

31.22 19.14 
26.41 12.98 

23.58 
19.67 

36 .6() 

37.16 

s.83 
6.33 

37\.64 
30~4~ 

33.19 32.44 
34.49 28.61 

26.89 31.92 
Jof:P 2a.eo 

361.31 25.76 
35L• 99 3t.o7 

13.96 27 .o7 
22.5·1 33.73 

34.34 
36.82 

35.80 13~71 26.43 
28.28 21.26 33.38 

35.30 
34.03 

26.98 
20.85 

23.99 34.14 
30.35 34.98 

34.59 35.09 15.38 29.26 
35.96 29.65 21. 71. 33.27 

35.30 29.13 22,31 34.41 
34.73 22.66 28.60 35.22 

29.83 20,97, 
28.96 16.53 

21.54 28,93 
25.35 27.71 

32:.~14 ·21r.5s· ·· -:i:t3·. 28- 29'.32 
32.86 22.67 23.83 ·3o.a3 

33.99 20.33 
32.55 .15.38 

27.50 19.40 
26.13 15.13 

26.78 
30,56 

18. 76. 
22.15 

30.44 
28.00 

25,68 
24 .• 62 

16.91 34.50 
21.94 37.04 

12.43 30.84 
·17._63 35.22 

22.62 34.94 
27,83 37.43 

4.00 15' .• 12 
6.8o 21.5o 

4.15 17.32 
5.,45 18.37 

8.21 25.26 
11.97 29.01 

3.94. 16.10 
6,43 21.47 

s.53 1a.32 
9.62 24.42 

.9.40 26,20 
13.45 30.50 

-6f 11: 20 94 1. 
• • .J 

9.40 25.95 

1.0,47 24.70 
16.08 30.05 

9.35 26 .6o, 
12.56 29.$9 

24.83 16.51 
22.94 12.90 

23.79 3o.ss · 12.93 33.3a 
25.66 27.60 1.7.34 37.37 

97.77 87.22 
95.98 80.43 

97.98 88.64 
96,21 81.57 

92.21 70.88 
90.73 66.69 

99.77 981.13 
99.55 96.64 

99.87 98.91 
99.33 95.39 

99.42 96.59 
98.20 90.58 

99.79, 98.08 
99.52 96.24 

91.22 94.61 
98.25 89.87 

98.08. 96.32 
97.02 81.50 

99.03 92.10 
981.34 88.83 

97,34 82.63 
95.81 77.83 

97.66 82.29 
96.56 77.27 

98.10 89.02. 
97.12 84~29 

15 17 '18 

1 .• o4 7.09 o.o9 1.28t 
1.84 1p.46 o.21 2.56 

2.12 9.87 
3.59 14.25 

1. 84 9.61 
3'.42 15.11 

6.84 23.75 
7i.23 22.22 

o.23 1.87 
0.45 3.36 

0.13 1.09 
•. 0.67 4.61 

o.5a 3.41 
1.80 9_.42 

o.21 1.92 
0\148 3.76 

o.7a 5.39 
1. 7~ 10.13 

' .. ~ 
,, 

1.71 11.19 
2.43 12 •. 89 

o.97 7.90 
1.60 10.38 

2.os 11.46 
3.20 14.16 

2.07 14.04 
2~63 14.55 

' 
1.90, 10.98 

. 2.45 11.98 
' . 

. ,,, 

o.21' 2~9~ 
0,53 ' ~.32 

0.18. 1.75 
0.37, 3.36 

' 
0,95 5.37 
2.04 11.09 '• 
-\ -·- ---· -- -- --- \ -- \ -

\-

0.~21 2.49· 
o.1.s6 . s.61 

'· -o.o6 o.79 

o.61 5.91 
o.99 s.67 

o.27 3. 25 
o .. s1 s.18 

t. 2.1 Maharashtra 
Littoral 

1961 
1971 

4893 3*784~J869 47'.78 16.68 29.22 26.87 16.35 28.63 
4801 4,388,, 728 39.29. 12.26 31.33 24.22 20.68 31.03 

6.os 22.42 99.41 94.60 o.57 4.94 o.2 o-.46 
7.6o· 23.98 98.90 91.50.... 1.02 7.29 o.oa 1.21 

Greater BompaY 

'lbana 

I<olaba 

Ratnagiri 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 

--
1599 
1588 

1778 
1699 

1516 
1514 

- - -
1"153,,350 51i•66 19, 77. 
1,.454,915 40.74 12'.83 

952,174 62.49 29.95 
1, 110, 4~3 52. 21 22.30 

1e679~345 26.45 7.03 
1,.823.v,400 231.25 5. 71. 

... -- -
30,,46. 30.33 
32.37 24.97 

25.93 33.15 
30.96 32{t1 

31.79 2~92 
30.65 18.64 

-- -
12.01 21.86 
18.20 26.68 

8.94 22.36 
13.01 26.,.'31 

29.62 36 •. a3 
31.90 37.06 

- -- I 

5.25 21.24 
7.o5 22.20 
2.53 13.04 
3.53 15.59 

111.02 28 .ss 
12.75 30.50 

- -- -
99.38 93.20 
22.36 86.68 

99.89. 98.50 
99.71 97.11 
98'.88 93.33 
98.55 9l.91 

--
o.s6 
1.51 

0.11 
·o.29 

1.12 
1.32 

--
5.28· 

11.10 

1.so. 
2.89 

6'.67. 
6,94 

-
o.o6 
o •. 13 

--o.l3 

--

--
-

1.15 

19 20 

1.13 8.37 
2.04 13.02 

I 

2.32 12.78 
4.12 19.57 

2.02 
3.79 

7.79 
9.27 

o.23 
0.45'1• 

0.13 
o.67 

o.58 
1 .• 80 

o.21 
o.48 

11.36 
18.47 

29.12 
33.31 

1.87· 
3.36 

1.09 
4 •. 61 

3.,41 
9.42 

1.92 
3, 76. 

o,.78 5.39 
1.75 10,13 

. \ 

' 
1~92 13'.69-
2.98 11.17 

0,97· 7 .90· 
1.66 11.17 

2.66. 17.37-
4.19 22.83 

2.34 17 .29, 
3.44 ' 22. 7~ 

•' 

1.90 10.98· 
2.88 15.71 

o.59 s,4o 
l.lo 8.so 

- . -- -
o.62 6.80 
1.64 13.32 

0.11 1'.50 
o.29 2.89, 

1.12 6.67. 
1 .• 45 8.09 



TABLE ~3 

DISTRIBUTION OF URBAN SETTLEMENTS ANP POPULATION BY SIZE CLASS FOR MAHAAASHTRA STATE AND ITS SUBNA'IUAAL DIVISIONS 
AT DISTRICT LEVEL FOR 1961 AND 1971 

1· 

.... 
i!J' 
G) >t . ·. 

All classes I 

3'' 4. ' s. 6 

II 

7 8 

CLASS : OF '!'OWNS 
III Sub-lD:k!lt'Dlk 

- 9 10 

total of class 
I'f'Il+III 

11 ·12 

IV 

·13. 14 ''1'5 '. 16 

MAHA.RASHTRA . . . 1961 · . 266. 11.,.162,~S:61. ·. J.z;;, 6o.49... 15 9.17' · · 47 · 13~oo ·. 
l97l' ' 289 1;5,. 711., 211· 17.':' 64:.75 ' 25 11.01 65 11.71 

. . I . 

74 '82.66 
107 87.53 . 

: f I· 

89 11.17 88 
98 8~78 . 70 

5.6s. 
3.39. 

3. 7 North Maharashtra: 
Sub-natural Div• 

3.7.1 Tapti-Puna 
Valley 

i 1961, ... 52 1,373,.552 ' 2 18,.47 
1971 ._53' 1, 789,~ 722 . 4 33.86 

3 18.44 
4 14.53 

Dhulia 

Jalgaon 

1\mravati 

Akola 

Buldhana 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971· 

1961 
'1971 

1961 
. 1971 

1961 
·1971 

3. 7.2 Wardha - JPen.ganga 1961. 
Waingangca:Pl. ate au 1971 

Nagpur 

'Bhandara 

Chandexpur 

Yeotmal 

Wardha 

1961 
1971 

1961 
1971 
1961· 
1971 
1961 
1971 
1961 
1971 

) ' 

7 . 215~856 
1 ,' 287#' 736 

14 397,221 
15 502,146. 

13 322,194 
13· 424,683 

9 262,833 
9 ~~353·~~9 
9 175,.438 
9 · ,~ • 221, eos 

36 · 1;3os.i71 
39 1,7a8,021 

12 ' ' 787,700 
13 ~,055.,357. 

' 5 136261 . 
5 180,,.513 

. 5 . 95 . .,690 
7 167.,100 

•. 8 138;~525' 
B .. ~93.949 

: :6 lso.olS 
6- .. 191,102 

~. -
1 . 47.66 

- -1 2t•,.2S 

1: 42.79 
1 45.63. 

1 . 44 . .,04 ' 

1 45,.81 
1 18.79 

2 38,.86 
2 30.34 

- -- -- -
.1 .. 47.67:' - -- - - -... - 1 24.21 

1 49.20 2 8.24 
1 48.44 5 ~9.04 

'' 
1 .. 81.71. - -

' 1 82.06 . 1 5.06 

- : - 1 . 41.33 
- . - . 1 ' 43. 21 -- ---- --

1 53.80 
. 1 44.96 

·e, . ~, ~'ti-' ~-
17 33.43 

- -1 36.13 

r 

1s : 33.o4·' 
22 34.01 

2 2ih67 
2 15.96 

. 4 32.60 
5 28.48 

3 25.55 
6 38.38 

3 32.11 
'5 .42.37 

3 54.60 
4 48.25 

10~fJI~.48. 
.11' '18.65 

. 2 
'1 

2 
~ 2 

1 
·a 

. - 1 
·3 

. . 
8.o7 

'2.57 

38 .• 62 
38.30 

21.27 
35~69 

J2~9i 
37~84 

20 69.95 
30 82.41 . 

• .. 3 . ,·~.48 
4 82.41 

. · 6 · 7l'-4S 
8 80~07 
4 se.33 
7 84.o1 

4 76.16 
'. 6 96.03 

3 54.60 
5 72.46 

13 81.72 
:17 .86·.13 

. 3' 89.78 
· 3 .s9:~69 

3 79.95 
3 8~.s~ 

2 7S.o7 
. 3 80.66 

1 32'._91 
'4 71.27 

4 90.35 
'4 90~67 

. 25 26;.54 
18 15.49 

J 4 2s;.52 
3 17.59 

7 27.26 
's 16.73 

6 
4 

-
1. 
2 

- ' -
: 11·.29 
3.20 

6 26.19 ',2 
4 13.15 1 

5.,06 
2.25 

3 i7.47 ' ·2 6.37 
2.68 2 7.29' 1.' 

> s 40.40 .1 s.oo 
4 27-.• 54 . - -

1.3 13.37. 9 
·12 9.69 . 10 

4.57 
4 .. 18 ' 

4 5.96 
6 7'.73 

2 20.05 
2 ia.49 
1 14 .• 79 
2 7.05 

6 ''·~ 3 24.00 
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