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Chapter I
INTRODUCTION

Interest in the study of Jailnism in Kerala
began &n the last decede of the $9th contury with the
discovery and publication of some stonc roccords. (1)

Since then Jaina inscriptions from Kerale begon to sppoar

in official publications 1like Annual Report on South Indien
Bpipgrephy and the lalabar Henusl etc. These publications,
along with some nevw findings of arehaeologiéal and cpi-

grephical remains in different parts of Kerala formed
pert of the pioneering attempte to study the sudjoct.(2)

(1) The inscription of Tiruvannur temple wvas notificd
in ARSIE as 220 of 1895. 4 translation of this
record based on a text propared by Gundert vas
included in Villiam Logen's Helalar lManval (1897)
(in two volumos) Vol 1I, App. XII, p. CXXII, No.4.
The Kinklur Inscription was notificd im ARSIE co
No. 14 of 1901, %he Alettur inscription vas included
in the sams publication in 1908 as Ho.561. The tozt
of Tiruvannur record vas publishod in 811, Vo1 V
{1926), Ho.784, p.338.

(2) T.A. Gopinatha Roo published a doscriptive study on
the Buddhist and Jaina Vestigos in Travancoro in D48,
Vol 11, pp. 125ff. HN.G. Unnithan publishod a noto



Hore recently a nev line of enquiry besed on litorary
evidonces also attractod the scholars and historians to
some other aspocts of tho subjeet. This study relatos to
tho wvoll knoun Teamil epic Cilappatikéram and its roforenco
to Kunavayirkottem, a Jain templo or monastery. The Jaina
character of the work is genorally acceptod. The attempts
to locate the Jein temple of Kunavay in Kerala on the basis
of tho rcferencoé to it in medieval Jain inscriptions of
Kerala have kindled a fresh intorest in the histery of this
feith in this region.

Hovw thoories and arguments wore propounded by a
nunbor of scholars about the eplc and its author and tho
location of tho famous temple of Tirulkunavay of the Jaina
lithic records in EOraia. (3)

Tho pioneering vork in the Jaina studios in
Korals is that of T.A. Gopinatha Rao who cxplored tho
Buddhint and Jaina vestigos in Travancore, édited tho ing-
criptions at Chitral and published doscriptive articlos on

on the Joins rolice at Alattur in JIH, XLIV, pt. 1I,
PPe 597=43. H.G.0. Harayanan brought slmost all
stonc inscriptions from Halabar in one placo in JIH,
XLVIII, pt., 1II, Doc. 70, pp. 692-703. K.G. Krighnen
publiched a critical noto on the Kiattﬁr ingeription
J¥s, Vol I, July 1973, pp. 27=32.

(3) Dr. 5. Krichnesvemi Alyengar, Sorsn Vafii, p.243
Tese Krighna Menon, RVRIB, VII, Tho 'Vanci Problom',
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tho Jalina roclics in the southorn part of Korala, nemoly,

the orstuhile native states of Travancore and Cochin, Hip
studios of tho Cavo tomplos of Tiruccanattu malai at Chitral
in Southern Travencore and Kallil noar Porumbavur in Ernalkulen
District in the carstvhile Cockin State provided tho basis
for most of tho lator scholars vho attomptod to work in this
field. (4) 1In this study ho made use of imonogrephical end
literary data to corroborate the archacological as weoll as
opigraphical evidences. (Thus Gopinatha Rao propared tho
ground vork for the study of Jainimm in EKorala, A most
significant aspoct of his vork was tho fact that ho noticod
the relation of Tiruccanattumalai vith othor Jain contrao

in South India. His study wae mainly confinod to tho gouthorn
part of Korala, probably for the reason that he wes omployed
in the Travancorc state Archasologlical Dopertnont and hio
main intercst was in the history and culturoc of that rogion.

p«113; Elemkulem, Kokasandesom, Comment s P» 553

Ulloor 3, Paramosvara Iyor, Korala Sahityva Caritron,
Vol I, pp. 53=43 K.G. Krichnon, op. cite.

(4) Firotly Gopinatha Rao published an inoeription of tho

' 28th rognal yoar of Veragunc vith the PEldycn platos
of Vikrandditya Varaguna of tho Ay Dynnoty. 248, I,
pp.193ff. A ptudy of tho Joina and Buddhiet rolico
ontitlod “Buddhisct and Jainn Vootigos in Trovencoro
appoarcd in TAS, Vol II, pp. 1252f.



Profcosor Elamkulem P.iJ. Kunjan Pillai, vho has
done commondable work in reconstructing the socio-oconomic
and cultural history of Korala, porticularly tho history
of the Coras of Nakotal or Iishodayapura, hap mefe somo inci-
dental obsorvetions and comments on Jainien in Kerala. 1In
addition t0 the matorial supplied by Gopinetha Rao, Elemkulam
used goveral data collected by himsclf from variouws other
gourcos. His studies ﬁake it clear that he had a cleoar por-
gspoctivo of the dovelqpmont of the ‘heterodox' religions in
South India in genoral and in Kerala in particular. (5)
Howevor, in his obsorvations about Jainism in Kerala, he
hardly attempts to link it with the general trends in tho
history of tho féith in South India. Perhaps this vas tho
reason why he ccuid not contribute an analytical study of
the subjoet.

After BElamkulam, Profe: scor M.G.S. Harayansn hag
contributed to tho Jaina gtudies by publishing nov opi-
graphical data and oditing and republishing inscriptions vith

(5) Yor his obsorvations rnd remarks on Jaoiniem in
Korala soco Studiog in Rorela Higtory, Kottayem, 1972,
pp. 104, 112, 257..260ff. particularly 260ff. Someo
modern historiens havo paid that Prof. Blomkulem has

dono nothins morce then reopoeting Gopinatha Rao's vious
po for as Jainiom io cdncernod.' Seco lchavir Irvim
Souvonir, Calicut Univereity, 1974, p.38. Such a
gtatomont only shovs a lack of comprehension of tho

vork of ocither Pillai or Rgpo.



corrcctions of old readings. Tho mein contribution of

Prof, Harayanan in this field is that ho has brought all

the available medioval Jain inscriptions from tho lodabar
region togother vhile discussing the date of Cilappatilkéian
and tho identification of Runavayirkéttem. (6) Prof,
Narayanan's study reprosonts a significant interprotative end
analytical advance over the vork of the previous scholars

for the latter faileod to connect the inscriptional evidenco
vith the literary references from the Tamil epic. Henco it
provides a fresh light for the study of Jdainism in this region.

K.G. Krishnan has also propounded o nov ildenti-
fication of the temple of Tirukkunavay based on tho inseri-
ptional evidence vhile republishing tho toxt of tho Alattur

inscription with his comments, corrections and observations.(7)

The present author has discovered three coppor-
plate grants of Jains in Yynad area, vhich have holped in
the identification of some later medieval Jain Contres 4in

this region. (8) These grants include a Komnanda inscription

_b/;s) H.G.3. Darayonan, "Nou Light on RKunavayir Kottem end
tho late of Cilappatikaram", JIH, XLVIII, part III,
Docembor, 1970, Sorial Uo.144, pp. 691 to 703,

(7) E.G. Krishnan, "Tirukkugavéy and tho Inscription

from Alattur", JES, Vol I, Sorial Io.1, July 1973,
PP 27-32 L

(8) M.R. Raghava Varicr, "Varadur Jein Inseription of
Saka 1606", JES, Decembor 1976. IHC Special Number,
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incigsed on a dhprapitha and two coppor platos in Kololuttu

script and Hnlaeyalem lenguagoe. Yho Kennada record bolongs
to éaka 1606 vhilo tho Malayalam rocords vore modo in 1704 A.D.
This discovery has oponéd up a nov lino of onquiry rogerding
the fortunecs of Jainiem in Koralas after its gonorol decling

in the 12th end the 13th cenrurics all over South India.
Furthor thosc records also clearly indicato & migration of

the Jains from Karnatake through South Kanarzs in tho lator
modieval period by ostablishing connection betwoen the Jaino
of Uyned and those of South Kanara,.

A general character of the pionecering studics on
Jainism i1s that thoy oithor relete to individual source
materiel or lock at the subject in isolation from tho
general South Indian background. “his ves pertly duo to tho
authors'! immedlate objct of roporting opigraphical discovorios
and partly duo to the scarcity of soureces. 4o a result, tho
higtoricel ond cultural sipgnificence of some of the roliecs
vas nissed by tho cerlier scholars in tho fiold. Itudios
on South Indien Joinica have appearod from timo to $imc opinco
1922. 4 briof survoy of thope works would holp in aoscesoins
their contribution to tho progroso of Jeinologienl gtudios
in South Indic.

In 1922 Reposueni Aiyongor and B, Scchoriri Reo
pubiighed their vork on South Indian Jainism, (9) Aiyenger'o

(9) Remasveni Aiyengor, B. Sochasgiri Kao, Studics inm
South Indisn Joinipgn, Lodrao, 1922.
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contribution to Jaina studieg mai?ly rolatoo to tho history
of the faith in the Temil country. He ves ablo to provido

a morec or less suthentic picture of the early sproad and
dovelopment of Jainiom in tho rogion and ¢o highlight tho
religious conflict betuvoen tho 'orthodox' brahminical sects
and the Jains, Rno discussos the influoence of Jaina religion
in tho Apdhra and Karnataka districts of tho formor Hadres
Presidency. Rao was hovever unable to study somo of tho
nain dovelopments in Karnataltn Jainiem sincc many veluable

source matorials vere not available at that time,

After sixteen years Salatore brourht out his work
on lledieval Jainism., (10) Tho author, vho shovs great
sympathy tovards the Jains in Karnataka, vas primarily cone-
cerned with the medieval period only. He traces tho pain
developments of Jainism.in the Vijayonagara period. He
attenpts ® analyse the various movements in [edioval
Karnatake vhich affocted tho grovth of Joinism. For ozemple
he traces the Vire sﬁiva movoment of tho 12¢th~13th conturios
and ito activitics vhich resulted 4n the large ocelo nigretion
of Jainpo from central Kornatakn rogiore to the coaptel pleins
ol Joutk Kenara. He aleo ovel-atoe tho rolo played by tho
Vaianave socts vhich influenced Jainiem both in thoory cond
practico. But Salatoro's work does not deal wvwith tio carly
dovolopmonts of Joinism in Jouth Irndia vhich vos boyond the

scope of his immecianto objoct.

(10) B.A. Salatore, Medieovel Jeinigm, Eernntoke
Publiching Housc, Bombay, 1938.



. S.R, Sherma traces the influences of Jainism on
Karnataka Culture. (11) Sharma deals moinly with Jedn
litoraturo and art nistoxry ;anarnataka. Ho otudice the
Kammada litorature and the influonce of Jainism on ito
development., A gerious defect of hie study is that ho
ignores gevoral important aspects of Karmataka Jolnism such
as the temple vorship, rifualiem and monastic lifo, Thésa
devolopments, vhich made thelr appearomee right from tho
5th contury as revoaled by opigraphical and archesoological
data, have contridbuted richly to the formation of the
Karnatcekae culture, Thorefore, his troatment falls short of

& comprchensive account of the Jaine in Earneteka.

8,Bs Deo's work on tho Jeins monochism elso hos
a similar veakness. (12) He overlooks the literary toxto
of the Digambara sect of Jains., Uithout a propor undeor-
standing of those important vorks one cannot undorstand
the developmonts in tho monastic life of the Jeins, TForxr

example somec of tho carly texts such as Gurvedhilnrn of

Haribhadra (8 cent. A.D.) strictly vern +tho monke ogoinot
occepting livelihood from agricultural nctivitios but como
lator toxto obeh as Yaééstilaka of Somndovo Suzi (10th Cont.n.D.)

probably duo to the neccooity arising out of nov dovelopmentis

(11) 3.R. Sherma, Joinionm and Karnataka Culture,
Lherver, 1940.

(12) 8.3. Leco, Tho History of Jaing Honachium frop

Ingoriptions end ILiteraturo, Pooans, 1956,




in the Jaina church, sanction t..e income from cultivation
and landed property. Several schools and goctions appearod
in the Jaing order in EKarnateka, porhaps bocausc of the
change from a vandering to o settled life of monks in
monasteries. Thig nevw way of life must have holped them
in contemplating on verious subjects and composing various
texts. Deo ovorlooks this crucial agpoct end procecds to
survey the early medievsl history of Jeiniem from tho 5th
to the 10t contury vhich is the formative period of the
Jaina culture in Karnataka without tryilng to explain hov this
period differed from the pre-5th contury situation,

P.B. Desai's volume.on Jainien in South India 1o
a2 valuable vork wvhich utilizes almost all the availcble
material for the study of Jainism. (13) He also collected
some nev epigraphs from various parts of South Indias. His
extensive and intensive study of the Jaina monunontso and
rccords as well as the litorary sources of Jaino male hio
vork a monumental volume., Dosai's obsorvations and comments
on various aspocts of Jainiem in South India such as Yaltod
cult and temple worship are of immonse valus to tho study
of Jaina culturc in South India. In the last part of his
book he tracecs the socio-political dovclopments in Kornotako.
He olso ovaluates $ho role pleyod by the Vira éﬁivn chioftairs

¢f Karnatakes, and follouing dYoleterc, makoo come commonto on

(13) P.B. Dooal, Joiniem in South Indin and Some
Epirraphs, Sholapur, 1957.
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the migration of Jains from Central Earnatalke to tho coaotal
regions. 4 major defect from vhich his work suffors is tho
lack of orgenication and attompt at establishing intor rolation-
ship in the larger éontexm of socio-religious dovelopmento.

Due to this weaknéss the vork doos not give uo & comprehonsivo
picture of the mutual influences and the gredual dovelopmont

of the cultural aspects of Jaina religioa in diffeient perto
of South India. Nev@rth@lesa; Desai's pioncerins ettempts

in tracing the origin and developmento of the cult of Jakoaeg
end Yaksis end the Yapeniya movements havo opened up nov lines
of onquiry in the field of the history of Jaoinism, He tlso
helps us in tracing the spheres of influencea of povoral socis
and schodls of Jains vhich ig very importeat for tho otudy

of the religious net work of Jainsg in ledioval South India.

ReN. Handi'p book on roligious institutions cnd
cults in Deccan makes gomo hrief commonto on soro acpoeto
of Jainism. (14) Since his vork covors o vidor fiold of

enquiry the ploce givon for Jainism is very linitcd,.

RsbeP. Sinzh hao brought out a vork on Jdoinden in
Lorly Hedievel Rarnatoka. (15) 4s is ovidont fram tho titlo
of tho book, thu cuthor doals with the carly modicvel poriod

(14) R.i. Oendi, Zoligious Inntitutions and Cultsg in tae
Deccen, Dolhi, 1972.

(15) R.B.,P, Singh, Jainisn in Eard
Dolni, 1975.

iledicval Rernnteka,




i1

vhich vae the formetive period of the Karnataka Culturc.

He utilises literary as well as oplgraphical evidences and
dravs a comprchensive picture of the socio-religiouc and
econonmic lifc of the Jains in Karnataka of tho spocified
period, Hoﬁever Singh does not atitcmpt to study the subjeét
in the vider background of South Indien Jainism, probably
for tho reason that his immodiate concorn is the nature of

tomple wvorship and monastic orgenisation in Karnataka.

Some interosting research papers have come out
recently which study Oouth Indian Jainism from different
angless R, Champakalakshmi's papor prosented at the thirty-
soventh session of the Indien Hiptory Conzress held &&
Calicut# has some nev cbnclnsions. (16) In this paper cho
deals with the Bhgkti movement and its impact on religlouc
dovelopments in Tamil Nadu, showing that thoe Jainsg were driven
out of major cities and urban centres as a rosult of this con-
flict. She further exemines the prevalent theory of tho
peroeccution of Jaeins in the early medieval period, that is,
tho 7th~9th centuries. A.D. (17) Vhilo genorally cccenting

(16) R. Champakalakshmi, (unpublichod paper on “"%Yho
Bhekti lovement ard Religious Persocution in
Tenmil liadu®).

(17) R. Chempakalaksumi, 'Roligious Conflict in tho Tomil
Country: A Roappraisal of Epigraphic Evidence'. Papor

prescntod to the Fourth Epigraphicol Socicty Congress,
liedras, 1978,
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the reiigious conflict dbotveen the Brahmonical sects on the
one hand and the Jain and Buddhists on the other during this
period she has showm that there wvas a clear attempt on the
part of the Jains from Karnataka to revitalise the Join
cause in Tamilnadu as seen in the 9th, 10th century Tamil
epigraphs of the Jains. The Jain inscriptions found in

Tamil Nedu, especially in the Cola region would scem %0
provide evidence to prove that the Jains wero flourishing
during t.ais time since many of their centres appear to have
received patronage in this pericd, She further evaluates

the revivalistic movémen$s headed by monks and preéeptara
like Ajjanandi and observes that tie epigraphic ovidence
coming from tnose centres where literary tradition locates
the stories on conflict between the éaivag and Jalns,
presents a different picture, l.e., a picture not of a doclin-
ing sect but one which revived its strongth after persecution
at the hands of rival sects, through templo bdbuilding ccti-
vities and land grants from ruling fenilios and membors of
other bodies. This obsorvation neccessitotoo a roappreisal

of the old viev regarding thoe declino end diseppoaranco of
Jainism in various parte of Sduth India from the 7Tth contury
onvards. The religious conflict of thio period has rofo-
ronce 0 be reviewed in the light of othor availadble evidoncoo
rogarding. the changing character of Jpiniem and its survivel.
Above 211 Chanmpetalakshmi statos that 'it would be highly
ungeientific to treat any part of this sub-coﬂtinent in iso-

lation and disregard the gencrel trends in higtorical
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developments tvhile trying to throu light on a fov opaquo
phases', particularly bedausc of the fact that Karnsotako
providdd a continuous source of strength for ro-ostablishing
the Jain activities t111 the 12th-13th centuries and ovon

later.

The articles mentioned in the firot part of thio
survey along vith the studios montioned above help us in
draving e more meaningful picture of the history of Jainiem
in Kerala presenting the soclio-cconomic and cultural aspocts

of the subject.

Sources:

Qur primary sources consist meinly of inseriptions

on ptone and copper as well as sculptureg and monunonto.

Inseriptionsst

Inscriptions from various parte in ilelabar (18)
and Travancore Cochin areas (19) provide us vwith valuablo
data regaxﬂ%n@ thie ecpnomic, social and culturcl aspecto
of Jainigm in Kerala. JAmong the epiprephical rocords, tho
inseriptiono of Tiruvngpﬁr and Kinalur end Alattir glvo
us information about the admini stration of tho Join tcmplos
in Korelo and some of the godio-cultural aspecto of tho
religioug controes of Jaing, In addition to this thoy supply

(18) 1M.G.S. Harayanan, Reinterprotation in South Indien
History, Trivendrum, 1977, pp. 75=-8.

(19) 748, Vol I, pp. 193ff and Vol II, 125rf.
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somo valuable evidence of royal patronsge and the role of
local bodies ard groups of militle in tho doy to day adnini-
stration of the Jaina institutions. From these records vo
also get gligggg* of some of tha.practices of tlo contemporary
_ Jainé commuﬁity like temple dance, pilgrimnge, feptivol
colebrations ete. The inscriptions from Chitral, Pambra
and Varadur contain intercsting evidence on the relation
of tho Jain centres in Kerals with other famous Jain Centreo
of South India from early medieval period to the 17th
century AJD. ,

Sculptures and Honumentgi

Rolics of Jeinism found in seversl parts of
Korala along with the writton records help us to undorotand
various aspects of Jaim religion in Kerala. The geographical
location of loosc sculptures and monuments may give us somo
idea about the route of expansion 0f the faith and th> noro-
ments of the Jeing community in Korala., It can dbo inforrod
that the carly nigrations to Korsla wore tiroush tvo nain
routes. One of them vas throush the Aromboli pass from tho
T4runolvoli region in the southorn parto of the Poninsula
vhile tho other was through the Palghat gap from tho Kongu
rogion. The oxpension of Jains into Korale scems 0 havo
beoon mainly throusgh anciont tredo routes and would honce
indicate that foldowers of tho faith wore prodominantly
draun from the mercaontile comnunity, mostly of tho Disombara
pect. Tho early epigrephical evidmco from Uymad area would

shov that Jains vero involved in trade ecctivitios oo testifiod
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by the Talegkkévu record vhich mentions the ostablishing
of a nakaran or trad? guild at the place. (20) This would
point to the mercantile importance of the place right from
the early medieval period.

The preéence'of,évéﬁambara gsect in Kerala is also
attested by monuments and sculptures found in the Aryan
Trikkovil temple in Calicut and at Talappoya estate neaxr
Hanantod;;in the VUynad region. These sculptures belong
roughly to the medieval period. There is no tangible eovi-
dence tovfix the exact date of the advent of the égggégggggg
to Kerala. At present thawévﬁtégba:ge from Gujarat are con-
centrated in Calicut, Cochin, and Alleppey. The Kallil
tomple vhich was a centrec of Digambaras as testifled by
the sculptural evidence, is now frequented by &vetambaras
from Cochin and Alleppéy. {21)

Houever, the Jeins of the late medioval portiod
in EKercla vere imnigrants from EKarnataka through South
Canara rogion to Kerala. This fact is attested by the
Varadur inscription in Kennede script and langusge. (22)

(20) For tho text of the Talekkawu inscription sce
H.G... Harayenan, op. cit., p. 79.

(21) Thuroton soys that there were Jain Valsyas vho
sottlcd in Hative Cochin. Castos and iribes of

South India, Vol II, ledras, 1909. See alpo
Senkunni Yorier, Indien Antiguory, XXI, 1892, p. 438.

(22) H.R. Rarhave Vorier, Veorsdur Join Inecription of
Saka, 1606, J.8, Yeeconber, 1976.
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This vave spread as far as Jainamedu in Palghat in the south
vhich vas a Jaina centre right from the early mecdieval period.
The monuments scattered in the UYynad region and the Varadur
record cited adbove go to prove that the Karnataks Teins
centred round Kalpotta, lManantoddy, Panamaram and Battori

in VYynad vhich vere trading centres probably from vory oarly

timos.
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Chaptor II

%ho oarly centres of Joing in Kérelo axo
oituatod in tho placcsp vhich arc contignouo to Temil Hodu
cnd Kevnatelin, %he edjoining pordso of Pamil [Iodu like tho
Dipgtricto of llcdurai apd Tirumelvoll avre rich in Joina
ontiquitico. BSome of the Jeino cevoo found in thoso plocen
are oftributod to the pre~Chriotion ors on tho bagls of tho
Temil Brohmi recordo ongreved in thoco monumonto. Kernntoln
rogion, ogpocinlly thc.piiarimaga contro of Spovannbolsolo,
io conneocted vith Chondregupto-Bhedrobohu tradition.
Hovovor, tho archacological and coplgrephicel ovidoncoo
of tho oarly contres in Korals bolong to the 8Ch-9th
econturico of the Chripticn era but oarlior contceio of
Joing vith thooo plocon ecsnnot bo rulod oute In thio
choptor an atticopt hep boon rado to provido o cuevoy of
tho Joine Controo im Kozoln.

Yiruvceonattunclod or Yipuccororottumcloi voo
peranps tho root focmous emons tho oorly codicvel Jeinmn
contren in Korale, %hio 4o o ccvo tercplo on o hill necor
Zuldi tture 4n Jouthorm Yrovancoro. {4) Uhilo ¢diting on

(%) For o @:toiled gﬁpcrip%iou of thie contro coo
Peshs Gopinotlic Reo, 248, Vol II, pies II, p. 12587
end oloo Ibid., Vol I, p. 194f£f,
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7

inpseription of this place dated in the 28th rognal yoar

of Vikremaditye Varaguna, Gopinatha Rao wrote that "the

placc secms to have been sufficiently femous in oariier fimes
so as to attract Jains from such distont placoo as Tiruéﬁguﬁ-
gondai in Tirukkoyilur Taluk in South Arcot District®, (2)

Hio commont is based on an epigraph vhich statoes that tho
imago undor vhich the record is engraoved vas couscd to bo
carved by the toacher Viranendi Adigel of M@laippalli
monastery at Tirunaruigondei. (3) Even to thio dey Tirunarun-
gondei is an important pilgrimage centre Zor Jains. Epigraphic
ovidence proves that in the 9th century A.D. two hog@terios
Molirpalli and Kilaippalli flourished at Tirunaruigondei (4)
Gueabhadra, vho vas famous as a scholer both in Sanskrit and
Tamil end vho vas the founder of Virasanghpn, e Jailne monastic

order, belonged to this plece. (5)

Tiruccaranattumalai attractod Jeina monks, rTune,
preceptors and pilgrims not omly from Tirunnrungonded but
from sevoral other places also. 4 record of tho 28%th rognal

(2) Ibiﬂ., Vol I' Ps 194.
(3) Ibid., Vol II, pt. II, p. 125ff., Tirucceranattumaloi

sculpturoo end the inscriptions found at this plece
arc otudied by Gopinathe Rono in o lengthy orticlo.

(4) K.G. Krichnan, "Jaina lionumonts of Temilnodu® in

Aspecto of Jaina Art ond Architocture, pp. 95-6.
(5) P.B. Dosal, Joiniom in South India ond wome Jaina

Epiprephsn, Sholpur, 1957, p. 96.
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year of Vikramnditya Varagﬁga (= 926 AJD.) enys that
Gugandﬁﬁgi kugattigayﬁ a desciple of Arattanemi Bhaterar
of Pgréyakkugi offered Aravikkaf;a, an offoring, for vhich
she gave fiftoen kplanjus of gold. The offering vas to
be made with the interest out 6f this gold. (6) Thie xocord
secms to imply thot monoy tromsnction took plece at this
centre and that probably the moncy must have been invested
wvith the mercentile group of Jains vho visited the plece

from tine to time.

Uttanendi Adigal, vho belonged to Tirunodumpdrai
Eattampalli, causcd on imege to be made at Tiruccﬁragé%tumalai.(?)
There vere soveral Jaina temples in Temil nadu knoun es
Kafyémpa};i. At Pallimadem in Aruppukkottei Taluk in
Ramanathapuram District an inseribed stone montions
Tirukkattampalld of Kurandi. Kurandi, the plece vhoro tho
Jaina tomple was built is stated to be in Vonbu nadu. (8)

It has been suggested that this record bolenas to o poerial
beforo 900 A.D. (9) Another record ot Kongorpuliyenlulen
in Tirumangelam Taluk in HMadurei vristriet alpo ototeos that
Rurandi ic in Vonbun&idu., The Parévenatha tomplo at Si.ramir

in Gingoo Taluk in South Arcot Diptrict aloo vos collod

(6) TaS, Vol II, pi. II, p. 126.

(7) Ibid.

(8) 428-431 of 1914, gII,Vol ZIV. |
(9) K.G. Erishnan, op. cite, p. 9%,

|



Kéfgéhpa%;i. (10) P.B. Desat suggests that thore vere many
villages bearing the nzme Kurandl posceseing Jaina shrines
called Kattampalli. (11) ZEven to this day thoro is a placo

in Cannanore Digtrict in Kerale bearing the nemo Kéttampelld,
but there is no trace of Jaina reliecs. Tirunodumpereiyur

is not yot identifiod but Nedumporainadu was an carly division
of Korals.

Verasunan, the degciple of Patiini Bhatarar of
Tiruccanattumalal figures in enother recard as e Caettan or
student vho was responsible for carving out an image. (12)
Some sc olars idontify this vareguna vith the Ay king
Vikremaditye Varaguna¢13) vhile some others identify him
vith the Pandyan king of that name, (14)

One of the most intorceting imceriptiono of
Tirucconattunnlodl ip the one which rocords that the pro=

ceptor Accanenti weo rooponsible for corving an idol of tho

(10) Ibid., p. 99.

(11) P.B. vopai, op. cit., p. 50, note 2. Joo eloo

| ARSIE for 1936~37, p. 68 cnd 1937-38 p. 109.

(t2) 248, Vol 1I, pt. IXI, p. 126, plato VI, no. 3.

(13) Bleomkulem Runjan Pilloi, Studiesp in Kornle Hiptory,
RKotteyam, 1972, p» 179, soc algo 1nfra, chaptor 2,

(14) Decai, op. cit., p. 78, -
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Yaksi Ambika. (15) It gives as some clue about the oorly

medieveal movoments of Tamil Jeins end +their sphore of

influence in various parts of the country. Accaganti is the

Tamil form offgjjagﬂndi wvhich is tho Prakrt rendering of the
Sanskpitic mme Arysnsndi. Accananti, vho hes been desci bod
as a revivalist, vas a famous personality smong the Jains in

Zamilnedu, espocially in the Madural rogion and ho figurcs

. &g the person vho was responsible for the carving of the

sculptures on the rocks of hills at Vallimalai. in North
Arcot District and at‘agaimalai, Aivarmalal, A}agagmalai,
Karungelekudi and Uttemapalayem in the Madurei Listrict. (16)

- Purther south he figures at Irettaipottel rock in BEruvedi

in Tinnevelli District. (17) From this it has been obgoxrved

(15) CGopinatha Rao publishod the rocord along vith tho
other ones at TiruccEnattumalai in TAS, Vol II, pt.lII,
p. 125ff and tentatively identified this Yakol oo
Padmavati (p. 127). F.B; Dosai corrocted thio on
tht: bdbasis of iconogrsphic basis cnd idontifiod the
inmago correctly es that of Ambike, or KﬁéQQQQ1ni.

AMTRIEMAIEREL — © Be also pointed out that the "dvarfe" stending boetde

TH441

L

the idol left by Gopinatha HReo unidontifiocd as the
children, the charactoristic cognioanco of thip nggg.
(16) ¥For doteils mee nos. 67~T4 zggimalai of appondix C
725-729 (Uttemapalayam), and App. B 692, 694, 697,
700, 701, 705 (Aivarmalai) ARSIE 1906.
(17) ARSIE for 1916, p. 112. g

TH- Y
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that the lladura and Tinnevell region vas the mein sphoro

of Accananti's revivalist activities, (18)

lMonks and Hune from other Jaina Centroo vioitoed
Tiruccanattumalai and donated offerings. Sinilarly tho
teachers of Tiruccanattumalai vipited Jain céntras dutsido
Eerala and paid homnges. Tiruccaramattu Eurattigal figurocs
in three epigrephs at Kalugumaled in Kovilpatti Taluk in
Yirunelvell District. The name of the lady proceptor is
not given but one of the rocords cays that a cortain imago
vags caused to be carved by Tirucc@ranattu Xurattigal vho
wes the desciple of Hilalur Kurattigal. (19) Another record
states that fhe inage under vhich the inscription is seen
vas caused to be made by Tiruccarenattu Kurattigal for the
benefit of Sadeiyan korri of Kéttur Nadu. (20) A third
one informs us that the image vas set up by Tirucechrcnattu
Kugat%igal for the merit of Kuttan RKémen of Porumperrur in
EKottur Hadu. (21)

From the sbove survey wve ore given to undorotand
that Tiruccirenattumalai vas a famous centro of both
pilgrinege and learning. Shore vero teachers both neolo and
femalo vho taught studonts coming fron Gistant pleces. It

ie intorooting to enquire into the imporienco of thio placo

(18) Dosai, on. cite, pp. 62-63.
(19) ilo. 321 of SII, Vol V,

(20) Ivid., no. 324.

(21) Ibid., 326.
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in the southernmost corner of the country. The ncmo of the
place itsclf, vhich is the corrupt fom of Tdruccaranattumalni,
suggests its relation with tho Jain concept of gg;gggg, vho
are bolioved to bc superhuman beings with mirasculous
povors. (22) That tue Cégafg Cult vao prevelent among tho
Jains in South Indias ip clear from place nemes and logends
in other places in South India also. Tho Jain Caves. at
Ellora in thé Aurangabad District are excavated in the
northern spur of the hill called Carenadri i.e., the hill
of the Caranas. In an inscription on the podestal of
Parsvanatha Jina at this place the hill 4s described ag a
place froquented by Qégggég. (23) Kopakundla, a village
in the Gooty Taluk, 4nantapur District also known as
Eondakunda as teetified by the cpigraphic record of the
place, wvap believed to bo graced by the presence of tho
Caranag. (24) Cileppptikaram, the Temil Epic of Ilanko
Atik;l and tio Kannada works liko Adipurona of Pempa end
Dharmanmrta of Haynséna alludo to the Concopt of Cahagah.
According to the Jaina tloological nmytho the Caranag vero

a claos of itineront monks who had at.cined mastory ovor

(22) Dooed, op. cit., p. 68.

(23) Dosei, 'Jeinism in Korola', JIH XXXV, p. 244,
Sce aloo Fegurson, Cave Templeg of Indin, p. 502.

(24) Sec EC V, Belur 124. P.B. Dogei hed iden8ificd this
place as the home of Kondakundacarya, tho meot colo-
bratod monk, prcceoptor and aﬁthoz enongz the South
Indian Jains. Ibid.
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naturc and head possasséd supernatural povers. It sccms that
the Cﬁhagg concept of the earxly Jains is related to the hill
worchip of tho primitive socleties. In this contoext it is
intorosting to note that 2lmost all the early Jain centros
in Tonil 8du, Earnateka and EKerala arc situated ¢n hill
tops. In Indig, the Hindu des are ofton attracfed to
nountains and caves and these geographical features aro
supposed to have great importanco for tho symbolism and
oxtornal appoarance of the temple. (25) Tiruccanattu malai
sceme to have some reletions with the Carana concept of the
early Joins. This concopt seems to heve contributed to tho
cmorgence of Tiruccaranattumelai as & promincnt Jaina
centre in the Southernmost part of the country. Its goo=-
graphiocal position aleo can be considored as a censo of 1to
importance. Tiruccanattumalal 1s en the vwest of the
Z&uvéﬁq}i or Aramboli pess vhich served as a highvey of
commerce and travel betveen Trovancore on the western side
end tho plains of Hadurai end Tirunelvold Dictricis on tho
eastorn sido of the Uestern CGhots. Scholers have obporved
the importonco of this paso boceuso et t ip pleco 2 distinet
brock in tho chain of hille has left & gep over threc mileo
vide through vhich run thoe perfectly lovel trunk road of

comrmunication. (26) Tiruccﬁ@attumalai is noar this route

(25) Goorgo ildtchell, 'The Hindu Tomples An Introduction
to Itp liooninz end Form', lLelhi, 1977, p. 69.

(26) Sco A.S. Ramanstha Iyer, 2AS VI, pt. I. thile
oditinr the Colepuram Inscriptions he given o



vhich leads one to tho famous ports of Puvar and Vi%iﬁiam
on the vestern coast in the early period. Those ports wore

undexr the Zy kings wvho vere feudatories of the Pandyas. (27)

From the Tamil Brahmi inscriptions in the Jaine
Caverns in the Pudukkottal, Hadurai and Tirunelveli Districts,
which are dated between the 2nd contury B.C. and the first
century A.D., it can be assumed that during the encient poried

those were the prominent contrees of Jainiss in Temilnadu. (28)

discription of this pass and states the importance
of this pass vhich formed the portals through vhich
the Pandya, C6la, Vijayanagare and Nayak chiofp
entored Kerala,

(27) It may be remombered that the Jaina monastory ot
Tiruccanattunmalai had some relation with oithor the

Ly or the Pandyan royal housc as attosted by the Varaguna.
Inscription at this place. BSee note 22 and 23 sbovo,

(28) Desai, *Jeinism in South Indin and Somec Jrine Epimrophg!’,
1967, p. 32 seye that most of the Jedna antiquition

aro located "in the hillp and elpovhore in tho Hedurai
ond Tirunelvéli Digtricts as contresteod vith the limitcd
quantity in the northern area". For a list of theso
inseriptions see: Desai and liohadevan I, "Corpus of
Tamil Brahmi Inecriptions", in Seminor on inscri tiong,
ed., by R, Hogaovani, Madras, 1966, pp. 57=-98. In
Hadurai Diptrict they aro found in tho'zgaimalai Hi11,
the Tirupparankunram hill and et éiagafmalui,
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From theeé records i1t can also bo inforrod that thoso

contres had some relation vith Jaina trading community. (29)

I¢ has been postulated that those Jeina sottlemento
tonded to be establisghed in areams 0f co—mercial importance,
and that the locantion of these recoxrds on the east coast
might"inﬂicata portions of an 0ld trade route'. (30) The
commercial importance of this routo and the centres scems
to hove continued into the later period also. This inferonce
is supported by tho fact that in tvo rogions vhere thero
are Brahmi records of Jaing, the Ayyavole éuilde 8 vory pro-
minent trade guild vas established in the early modioval
period. (31)

From Tirunelvell reglon the Aramboli pass glves

an opsler route to the weetern port like Vilinham ond Puvar

Vericeiydr, Kongarpuliyenkulem, Huttuppe$ti end

Ki%ava;avu. In {4runolvoli Diptrict such records

are seon at Harugaltalel, Kelugumelai, cnd at Vircoilhtnond.

(29) For examplo an inscrgption on tho bouldor on tho
Kalugumalai records of the lattico (pinon) to tho
nmonk keni Nente (Gani, or the leeder of & gona) by
Kalitd ;on of 'Antai, end morchent prince of tho Hisern
(guild) of V'é];arai.

(30) HNary Hoera Abrchem, The Ayyavile Guild of Eorly

Hedieval South India, umpublished H.Phil. Digsorsetion,
JtHoUo, Novw Delhlg 1978, Do 29-
(31)Ibid., loc. cit.



vhich could replace the round about way of thoe tranc—
coastal route., This could explain the importance of a place
liko Tirucc@ranattu malel on the way to the vestern coastal

regions.

Ye have seen in the above dmﬁcription that tre
enexrgence of the Tiruccﬁhaftumalai as a prominent centre
of Jainas vworship can be explained as a territorial expandon
of tho Jaina order vhich converged in the Iadurai,
Tirunelveli and Tiruccig#ppa}}i regions. The Tamil Brahmi
ingeriptions of these rogions show that these centres were
occupled by Jaine even in a period as early as the closing
centurles of the pre-~Christian era, Ve have also surmisod
that this expansion could be traced by a conjuctural trang-
peninsular trade route vhich led to the porte like Puvar
and vi&iﬁﬁam on the vestern coast passing through the
Aramboli pass. This would protride an easy path to the western
coaotal regions instead 6f the round about way through the
ecptern coast. Tho exact date of this expansion is not
knovn but from the relation of this place vith the mytho-
logical concepts 1like trat of the Cﬁraggg. one is inclined
to assume that it must have come to be known widely with
the spread of the Jaina mythology in South India probably
in the 4th, 5th, 6th centuries of the Christien ora.
Hovwever, this is, at present, an assunmption viaich is to be

verified in the light of furthor cvidences.

From the inscriptions found at the Tiruccaransttumalai
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it is clear that the place was froquonted by sainte and
preceptors, bbth monks and nuns from distant places such
as Tirunarufigondai in Tirukkdyilur Taluk, South Arcot
Distripi. Epigraphic records from elsovhere in egouthorn
region beer tectimony to the visits of pilgrims from
Tiruccﬁragattumalai. (32) This inéicatcs that the place
had become a poverful link in theA'religious net vork' of
the Jains in South India. It has been obeorved that by the
time of the 8th, 9th centuries A.D. the Jaina church in
South Indias had become a well knit organisation with soveral
contres of pilgrimage. (33)

Tiruccéragattumalai records are silent about any
other contre in Kerala further north of Chitral. From this
it can bo assumed that the relations of this place vas nainly
with the centres in Tamilnadu, particularly, those in tho
‘Hadurai region. The presence of pilgrim-saints like Ajjenandi
wvould indicate that {ihe plece vac under {he sway ol tho Jaoins
revivalistic nmovements. It appears thet monko ond nuns |
travelled from place to plece in the country side propageting
the mepsnges of thoir salvation religion. It mey be noted

(32) Eelugumalai in Hadurei “istrict. Therc are throe
records of Tiruccaranattu Kugattigai.

(33) See i, Champako Lalwshmi, 'Religious.conflict in
Temil country. A RowAppraiscl of Lpigraphic Evidence’,
Paper presented at the 4th Epigraphical Society
Congross, 1978, p. 6 and notes 29, 30 and 31,
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in this connection that this was the period of the emorgence
of tho Std0tra literaturc in South Indian Jainiem, (34) and
the devotional compositions like the Kdigurﬁga of the Kennoda
poot Pampa. In short the Stdtra literature and the d evotional
poems beceme the Jaina counterpart of the Tamil Bhakti hymns
vhich sorved as a povorful medium in the hands of the Temil
Vaignavite and Séivite Saints to propagate the message of
dovotionalisn, The revivalistic movement of Jainim was
based maphly on the popular cults and'practices like the
vorship of 4individual gods and mother godddsses. It has
beon pointed out that Ajjanandd was responsible for carving
some sculptures of Ambike Yakei, the attendant goddess of
Heminatha Tirthankara. (35) As the name sugrests this Ambilm
nust be an 0ld favourite mother goddess of the Tamil people.
An observation about thc mother goddess worship appears to
be relevant in this context. In historicel analysis the
mother goddess of the later period has beon teken to be

of 'mized conceptiong' and their origin is to be sought in
tho subptratum of similar cults. "“he fact vas that tho
centres of Buddhist cnd Jain, alth;ugh t .ey verc deeply
influoncod by the §thical values upheld by those systeno,

(34) Yor cxemple Indranandi vrote the JvElini Stotra in
the court of the Raskreluta King Krishnc III in the
year 939 4.D. severcl other gtotras were composed
in this period.

(35) P.B. Deasi, op. cit.,



had not entirely given up their traditionsl falthe and
cults®. (36) Carving of idols and composing of hymns

about pgods end goddesses may acquire special meanings vhon
thoy aro oxamined in the light of thesc popular cult
prociicosc. 4Apart from this the Jaina saints carved the ime-
goe of their proceptors and other famous Saints in famous
centreco probably '‘n order to associete these centres with
the charismatic personalities of those saints and monks. (37)
fhepge 1dols and sculptures served as poverful propagenda
moagures vhich strengthened tho 'religious notvork' of the

Contemporary Jeina Church. (38)

There 1s a gap of about 200 kilo metres between
the Chitrdd hill z2nd Lallil, another Jeina cave temple noer
Perumbavir in the Ernakulaem lVistrict. No wvritten records

have been yielded by this place. (39) This is sitvated noar

(36) 11.Iil. Bhaitacerya, The Indian Hother Goddess, ~eolui,
1977’ p.111.

(37) v¥or oxemple, sce Vellimnlai, a fov mileos north of
Pclicfipandave nalai in 0. 4rcot. EI, IV, p. 140 end

facinz plate. These rocords arc atdiibuted to tho
9th, 10th conturiocs A.ve.

(38) ¥or a deotniled discuspion of this copect of mediovel
Hinduiecm geo Ueorge V. Spencor, 'Relisious Network
and Royal Influence in ~loventh Centwry bout. India',
JESHU, XII-I Jan. 69 ppe 42-56.

{39) TA Gopinatha Koo givos a vivid piciurc of ¢his cevo
tomple in TAZ, II pt. II, pp. 125%:.
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Trikkariyur, a traditional Brahmin Centre, famous in legonde
vhich sanctify the memory of a victory of Brehmins over
Baﬁddhés. Kollil is on the way vhich rung from Idikiie
Hunnar :tigh ranges t0 the plaing of Trikkakkara and Kodudzallur
in Xerale on the VYegtern side of the ghat. On the éastern
side kny the early Jaine Centres in Utteamapglayam Taluk and
Dgvattur in the Madurai District vhich abound in Jaina
relics. The pgucity of vritten records provents us from
making eny comments on the date of this cenire. Sculptural
cvidence goes to prove that they belong to the early
nedieval period. (40} The idols in tho templo arc of
Parévanatha, Iohavi.-a ond a yaksi, probably Siddhayika.
Though this ip noy converted into a Hindu Bhagavati Yenmplo,
the Jains in Cochin and Alleppey come to0 this place and pay
theoir homage. (41) It may also bec noted that even to this
dey there are several temples with gggg; inages in tho region
of Lrnakulam District.

The Palghot complex of Jeinan centres compriced
of Jainn medu in the vicinity of tho Pelghot toum,
Iévororkétta noor Kongsed, three miles evay from tho Jeina
nédu tomple, Paruvasseri, on the Pelghet Trichur route and
Kévadéeri in Alsttar Taluk, Palghat District. Among theso
contreo tho Xovassori temrle has yielded some carly Jaina

figurcoo and o Vatteluttu ingeription.

(40) Ibia.

(41) SBoc infra, chepter on Socio-Econom'c rolo af
Jdein tomnles in Kerala.
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Tho Korala state department of Archaeology
noticed in 1960 at Kavagdéri in Alattir faluk, Palpghat
Digtrict, some relics of a Jaina temple vhich coneisted of
an inseribed plab and two images of Tirthenkara, one of
HMahavira in Paryankaganpn posture and the other of Parsvanatha
in Kiy6tearza pose vith a three hooded Cobra sbove the head.(42)
In oddition to these they found beams, slabs and pillars
scattered in this place which is ususlly known as Cakkaypr
t6§§am; Thege relics were found on a hillock knoun as
Pgpllilunnu suggesting non-vedic nature. The rolics, espo~
cially the images and the inscription vhich is attributed
to U 10th century clearly shov that this wes a Jaine tomple.
Vhat intecreste us in the copigraph is the refercnce to the
authorities vith pati and padamulem of Tirukkugavéyttévar.(43)
A4 Jainomedu there rre some Jain families of pricsts end a

(42) L.G. Unnithen, JIH, XLIV, pt. II, 'Reclico of Juiniom-
Alatur', p. 540. The inscribed stono is nov pleeccd
in Kdyemkulem palacc muscum aend the images are
exhibited in the Trichur iArchaeologicel liuscun,

(43) 561 of 1908 4ppendix B. ARIx for tho year 1959060
4pn. B. 110.238 gives 2 chort note. A rovievw of the
inceription 4s gilvon in p. 26 of i, %ho text of this
insexiption and e fev others woro publighed by 11.G.S.
laroyenen 4n JIH, (AVII, pt. III, p.691 ff. “he
toxt of tho alatiur inecdption ip the subjoct of an
erii-le by Sri. L., Krishnen, *¥irukkvnavay and tho
ingeription from Llattér', JKS, I, sericl no. 1,dJuly
1973, p. 32.
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Jaing temple. Accorﬁing t0 tradi tion, this now Jaina basti
is built on the ruing of an old Jaime temple vhich yioclded

a numbor of icons and other relics such as granite pilars.

At Iévarcikétta thore #s o unique image of s Tirthahkers
dopicted as med%éting under a tree, possibly Adoka. It has
been suggested by scholarg that this may be identified with
the Jina in peneral withadt particular reference to any
Tirthenkera. (44) An inscription from Colavandipuram in
T1rukkoyilir Taluk in 8. Arcot District indicatos Lirthenhkara
by tle term 'gigéikkaﬂhvu}’and in Tamil languago 'Bindi’

means Adoka. (45) Agoka is the 'Kevala' tree or Caitysdruma

of Nallinatha but Pindiyan comnotes the Arhat in Genoral.
Paruvaséeri Pallil Bhagavati temple on the PalgheteTrichur

(44) P.B., Dosai, Jainiem in South Indie and Some Jaina

Ypigraphs, Sholapur, 1957, pp. 49-50 and noto
(1) p. 50.

(45) 1"44., p. 49. BSse also ARSIE 1936-37, p. 68. Logei
thinks that the Jainas of the Temil country seoms
to heve been particularly fond of cmpheoisins this
cmblem ¢f the Jina. He addo thet rcforcnec to tho
Jaina divinity in association vith tho ﬁéggg treo
arc met vith in Cilappetikiram. In Céﬁquarﬁ (3} urééa,
o Kennade work of the 10th cocn. A.T. the Adoke trec
figurcfagfpromincnt cynbol of ici jinondra. woo Ibdd.,
. 50: note 1.
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route vas a Jaina temple, now converted into a Hindu shrine.(46)
Trat this vas a Jaina temple is clear from the presence of

an image of Gandraprabha Tirthohkara with triple umbrella and
the characteristic cognisance of the crescent on the giggg.
This image is nov placed in 2 roofless enclosurc outside

/
the contral shrine and is vorshipped as Sﬁété or Axxappagf

These contres in end around Palghat show that the
rogion vas occupied by a group of Jaing. <There is no con-
clusive evidence to fix t..e date of t:iese centres but it
wvould not be out of place to shov the importance of the
Palghat gap for trade ond commerce as well as cultural
contacts. There is on easy tronspeninsular route from tho
<adurail region to the wvestern coast peasoing through the
Pelghat gap in establishing cultural cohtacts, dynastic alli-

rnees and providing easy means of e trade route. (47)

(46) For e similar viev see M.G.S. Narayanan, Political
end bSociol Conditions of Xorala Under the Kulasekhoro

Emsiro ( U 800-1124 AD.). P. 4mypn schan wrongly
idontified this imege ao a Budihist idol: "sn Imohe
of th» Buddha", RVRIB, VI, 2, p.118 end ggégg, 1036=-37,
p. 12, plates IV, V, VI. <rhe present vriter idonti-
fied this image as tihnt of Chendroprebha on the basio
of vhe lafictana or cognizance ensravec on the pitha.
(47) K. Gopalen Eutty, Palrhet pop, unpublishod LA,
Lirzertation, C:licut Uhiversity, 1972, p. 22,
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Agcording to the Perixagurﬁyam, Sundaramurti Nayanar came

to Yiruvancaikkelem to meet nis friend Céraman Porumal Néyanar
and the two §é§g§ Saints wvent out of Keralea togother across
the Kongu country to visit important ég;xg temples of South
India. (48)

the existence of a trade route has been postuleted
alco on the bacis of evidence supplied by the Roman coins,
particularly hoards belonging to the Ist Century A.L.
obtained from various places on either siue of the gap. (49)

(48) In the medieval period, Sundaramurti vas the only
Temil Saiviie saint who had contacts vith the Malabar
Congt. Ziruvahcaikkalam, nodern riruvand jikkulem near
the Coéra Capitel of !lakotai ({odunsdl lur) has boon
preised by Lim. He involes Aﬁ’;}aiz:r:a}attagggp, tho
doity of Anjaiktalem in beauiiful YGverem conges sec

" Tie taghave diyunger (pd.) Ciraveacan Co ut jlovai,
Yriv.ndrum, 1951, pp. 203, 278, 283, 332.

(89) In Xeralc, -~yycl necar {richur is a site vhich has
Bileldeu hoards of liomcn Coins. Tor dotedils aecz,f
On the ocactern side of the gep Keruvur, Kattongomni,
Pollachi, Vellelur, al' in Coimbatore ristrict,
Pudukkottai, end Kaliyemputtur in Hadurci victriet
and Kerivelem-Vandenallur in Pirunclveli Dictrict
from vhero olx aurei.are found. Approximate datin:
of tho hoards are: Vellalur 1 A.D. 14 (sugustus)
Roruvur Kettengonni end Pollachi: L.D.37 (Ausuotuo-

Lierius).
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Zhis hnos beon oxpdined partly by the beryl mines in
Coimbatore District. It has been obeorved that vhat is more
significant in such a trade route is the fact that the Velley
of Ponnani carries a natural tranopeninsular highvay through
the Pelshat rep. This highvay muct have provided a useful
alsernative 10 the longer coastvise route between Kérala end
the Coromandal cozst. It is intercsting to note that the
period of the boman coins coincides roughly with the time

of the Tamil Brahmi lsbels. 4 tentative trode routc has
bcen envisaged vhich ran to Pudukkottoi aroe crousing the
Coimbatore District and passing through ‘harepuram, Pulani
and Vindigul, It has also been suggested that the routes
loeding right across the Palghat gap anu northwards from
the Shengotta pass would tend to converge around Pudukkottai
traect which was an important Jaina Centre, and_this tract
vag linked with routes croosing from the Pelghat gap. (50)
In kerala this route connects Palghat with EKodungalluz- in
the south and Ponnani valley in the cenire and by another

eastern route uith Calicut in the north.

Karuvur ? ...re Y4 (Augustus~Claundius).
PuCuklotiai : A.0. 79 (Yo Vespasien).
Rerivelen Vondanallurs A.D. 118 (Hadrien).
Vnoalsr R2M, "Arilemecdu:t An Indo Koman Treaing Station
on ths bagt Cbast of India®™, AI, iio.2, July, 1946.
I, ~olhi, pp. 116=118. ipid., 116,

(»0) H.HM. Abreham, op. cit., p.30 and note 43.
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The existence of somc importent ancilont Jaina
Centres on the eaaterﬁ side and the early medicval centres
on the western side of the Palghat gap and an early trade
route, suggested by hoards of Romem Coins on both sides of
the Ghat, which probebly connected these early centres with
tho lator ones would indicate an expanpgion from the east
t0 the wost, particularly from Hadurai-Coimbatore region.
Hovovor, the available sourcee do not give any direct clwe
to thio essumption. On the other hand they suggest that
the centres in Kerala arose as part of a well-knit organi-
pation of Jaina establishments in Temilnadu-and Kerala proba-
bly vith Tirukkunavay as their traditional model. Their
connection with trade and commercial activities sugrroested
by their geographical position is attested by the reference
to groups of traders like Nérgattegqéxiravar end Valanjiyar
in the Alattur ingeription., It appears that the interost
of these trading oommunity’was mainly in the inland trade.
The existence of guilds of foreign merchonts in the vestern
coant ports like Wuilon end Kodungallur and in a slightly
lator period at Calicut vould probably oxplain the reason
for the concentration of the Jaina merchantile group in
inlend trade vith Temil and Karnataka rogions.

To the north of Palghat, ther. vere Jaina Contres
ot Celicut, Kipaldr and Vyned eren. Among those, Kindlur
and Yynod Cent -os seem to be ecarlior. Kinflur is a villege
near Baludgéri vhich is about fifteon milos to the north-
cast of Colicut. 4&n inseription yielded by this place io
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dated in the one hunidred and eighty nineth year after the
Abhigeka or the consecration of Tirukk’%i a aférar, the
deity of the temple. (51) Astronomical data are given in
the recerd as Jupiter in lMakara, the Constellation being
Avi?fam (éravi§§ha or bhaniggha) in the month of Eggg. Ire
name of the place is given as Kugavaynallﬁr of vhich Kinaluxr
ic a modorn corruption. The temple to which the record
belonged is reforred to os Vieaiyar@kiccuvarattu Palld.

The term palli denotes the non-Vedie character of the esta-
blishment end the place name Kugavéynaﬁlﬁr suggests its ro~
lation with Hunavay or Tirukkunavay, the suffix 'tiru' being
a usage added to mean 'holy'. From the namec of the temple
Vijayaragesvaram it has been inferred that this palli or the
non-Vodic shrine was established by the Cera King Vijayarags

(51) %ho rocord uvas first notified in no.14 of 1901,
ARIE aond the text vas published in 8II, VII, p. 74,
no. 174, Feither tho insecribed stono nor any rolies
arc secn at prosent but as oerly aoc 1897 Logan had
described it as a ruined and desorted tcmpleo. oo

[lelobar HMonuwal, II App., xxi, p. CCCXXIII. Aftor o

thorough eearch mede by ii.G.S. Harayanan, tho granite
foundation of an old shrine and the fragment of an
idol were found in a compound vhich is called ambala
porembu (templo compound), vhere, according to the
loesl people stood tho Kindliir Siva temple. See
H.G.3. Iarayanan, op. cit., p. 71. note.
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who 18 apsigned to the close of the 9th century. (52)

- The astronomical data given in the r.cord suit only the
yeaer 1083 A.D. (53) 1If this is acceptou, we got tho actual
date of the foundation of the Vijayaragosveram templo ap
894 A.D. vhich is equal to the ecleventh regnal year of
Koteravi Vijayaraga.

Yyned area seoms to have been a place vhere Jains
vere present from at least the early medieval period. This
fact ic attested by stone and copper pecords as vell as
sculptures. A stone inscription from the noighbourhood of
a ruined tomple at Talekkavu, near Pulpalli im South Uyned
ctates that the body of Narpattennayiravaer consittuted a
nokeram and set gpart certain anmount of paddy for a perpotual

lemp for tho Yaksa. Those vho obstruct the deed shall be

(52) For o dotailed discussion of the dato of Vijeyarassno
pee M.G.S, Harayanan, Ibid., p. 71. note 10, ¥or
en idontification of Vijayar@ga with Kota Ravi (883
to ¢ 913 f.v.) seo hio Political end wocial Conditions

of Korala Undor the Kulasckhoro &mpiro (c. 800 to
1124 A.D.). unpublishoed doectoral thesio, Kerala

Univ.rsity, Irivendrum, 197%. p. 96ff. It may bo
noted in this context that the neme Vijoyarige would
bo suitable to Jines also sinco it means one vho has
conquored rage, vorldly attecimonts.

(53) 1.G... Noarayanen, Reintorprotation in South Indisn
istory, Ts#ivandrum,1977, p.72 and note 12,
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deemed as those vho do wrong to the Dirukunavdy temple. (54)
Palasogrophically this inscription can be dated to a period
as early as the 8th century or at the latest thé carly part
of the 9th century A.D. (55) Since Tirukkunavdy is mentioned

(54) For m reading of the inscription see M.G.S. Narayanan,
Ibid (appendix V) and for a short discussion on the

record, Ibid., pp. 69-70. The- present author differeo
from the reading of the date portion of Prof. Narayanan,

vho reads it as plrrumuppattolu, meaning ono humired
and thirty seven, and joins K.G. Krishnan, who hap

. read it as purraimpattélu, meaning onc hundred ond
fifty seven. See K.G. krishnan, 'Tirukkunavay and
the Inscription from Alattar', JKS, Vol I, Serial
Ho. §,July 1973, p. 32 and note 20. Howvevor, Prof,
Ilarayanan or the present author does not omphasiceo
on the comparatively minor differcnce of twonty yecro
since no precice dating can be arrived at by any of
thoese reedings.

(55) Tho presont writer differs from the palooogrophic
dotin’g of bri. K.@. Erishnen, vho thinke thot tho
record belonge to about the 10th century A.0'. Vhilo
oditing the Trivendrum [luseum Stone Inceription of
larenjatoiyon, T... Gopinatha Rao, the veteran epigro-
phist points out some of -he early characgoristice
of tho XgQ&g&ggﬁg_lettero nc, ta, ne, ro and pa. In
the cerly rocords the lovwer portions of these lettorg

aro horizontal and Gopinatha Rao thinke +hat this
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as a model for this temple and the offering is medo to a
xgggg, it can be rightly inferred that this wes a Jeina
Centre of vorship. The establishment of s nakaram by the
body of ﬁégﬂﬁjtggyéyiravar indicates that thio vas a trade
centre and also suggests the relation of the Jeina community
of this place with such corporate bodies,. Traces of an
early settlement like wells and basement of stone houses
vere seen in the surrounding of the inscriptional sito vhen
the nov settlers from Travancore came and occupied tho place

in the nineteen fifties. Now there is no even a single feaily

of Jaina in this pleace.

Geographically, Uyned is contipuous to the South
Karnataka rogions, especizclly Coorg in the north cast end
Gundlupct and Cemarajnegar 4in the oast which vere controo
of Jainiom in the early medieval period. fhese places hod
access to Uynad both by river and lend routes. ZThoro is

a vay through forest from the eagtern side of Pulpalli-

feature, vith samo other too are "characterloti
foatures of the older forms of Egé;g%gggg elphaboto
ond afford us a test of the comperctive anticuity of
the receord in which they ocecur". TAS, Vol I, Jo. VII,
p. 153. T.e present amuthor, on the bagis of this
roint, would be inclined to attribute the roco-d o o
dato as oarly as the 8th century or at the letoot

the ninth century thereby pushins back the foundation

dato of “irukkupevdy a century or a littlo ocrlier,
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Talekkavu region to Bandipur and from there to Gundlupet.
To t.is day Chettis from Karnataka and Temilnedu use this
route. River Kabbani, a tributery of Kavéri rises from the
vestern ghats and flows eastward, Foldwing Kabbani, one
can errive close to Mahantody on the other side of the ghat.
' Through Manontody, there are routes leading to Cannanore,

Tollicherry and Calicut,

Along the valleys of Kabbani arc found several
inscriptions of trede guilds like éxxgg@%g in the early
eloventh century. (56} It has been sugpested that Kabbahi
could be miilized as trade highways betveen Kerala and South
Karnatake and Longu country. (57) It is possible that
TE;ékkavu«Pu;palgi region was occupied by traders from these
rerions, It appears that there were eariicr setilemenis,
he Talekkavu record refers to a Vitiyalays or street temple
vhich is yet 1o be identified. Perhaps it wvas some tenple
et Bultan Batterg beczuse, according to traditional lore
there vere tvelve Jaina strcets in and around Botteii and

~
they were knowvn as Hanneradu 5idi, meaning tvolve stireots.

In & olightly later period Jains had settled in

Calicut as testified by the Tiruvannur record.

The inscription ves yielded by Tiruvemnur temple

in the vicinity of Calicut and it mentions Tirukkunavay as

(56) 1‘1‘1’2. Abraham’ 9'21 mh, p. 38.
(57) Ibid.
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the model for Tirumannir temple. (58) Yhe inscription
rogioterc an agreement mede in the fourth year opposite tho
fourth year of a king Sri VAla Iromar or Irei Irayar. <the

record has been attributed to the 11th century A.L.

Studying this record with other Jeina temples vhich
vere essociated with Tiruklunavay, there can be no doubt
about the Jeina affiliastions of the temples at Tiruvamur.
It may be noted in this connection that unlike the Jaina
templos vhich fol:owed Tirukunavay as their model, the
Vaipnavite and éﬁivite temples of Kerale ia the contempoarary
period followed the ruies and regulations of the Tirupulikkalem
temple, situated near the Cera capital of Makotal. (lMahodayapura,
modern Crangenore or Kodurgellur). (5¢) The Tiruvanmur temple
io nov n,aiva temple., Ye do not knov vhen the conversion

of thip tomple took place.

(58) 'TIRURKUNAVAY CCEL UN GoliAwA- 12, ICCORAVOR' , 1.12.
meaning !'shall be decmed ogquel to one vho obotructs
the sacred oiforings to Tiruklunavay.

ARSIL, ilo. 220 of 1895. lor a translation baced on
the impcrfoct decipherment of Dr. Gundert Sco Willicom
Logen, llgnuol of Ialabar (2 Volo.), Vod II, 1897,
App. XII, pp. CX4II llo.4 See also SII V, 1926, INo.764,
p.338'. For a correcied reading and o translation
li.G.4. Lorayenan, JIH, XLVIII, port III, Dec. 1970,
S. no.144., Appendix A in 698-9; and also p. 692,

(59) lieGeS. Narayanan, op. cit., p. 692.
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Another temple called Zryant;kkﬁvil near the Big
Bazar ot Calicut is built on the granite bascment of a
modioval circuler shrine, Tiiis is at present in the possos~

J .
sion of Svetambara Jain merchants from Gujarat and Cutch

groa. Scveral Digambara icons of an early date arec kept
in the Cellar of this templo.,

Beiore conclidding this section a short note on
the Joina shrine at Tirukkugmvg&, vhich was the model for
other Jaina temples in Kerals, seems to be necessary. Zhe
locetion of this temple is a subject of unerding cnntrovérsy
anong historians. Scholars have tried to locato it using
meinly literary evidences, llost of them mve idontifiod
this with Trkkanamatilakem, also known as Hatilokem, five
ﬁiles to the north of Kodungallur. (60)

The patikam ¢f CilappatikBiram states that Ilanko
Atikal vas residing at Kunavayirkottam after renunciation.(61)

(60) 1) Dr. S. Krushnasvami Aiyyengar, Seran Vanii, p.24;

2) weKe Krishna Henon, RV:IB, VII, “he 'Venji Problen’
p. 113;

3) Ullur 5. Parameswara Iyer, Kerals Schitya Coritran,
I’ pp- 53"4'

4) Elemkulem P.i'. Kunjan Pilial, Kokasendopem,

Cormontary, p.55 and sce also Studl.es in Kerala
History, Kottayam, 1970, p.261.

5) [1eGeSe Narayanan’ JIH, XLVII pts III Uec. 1970,
No. 144, pp. 696-7.

(61) "Runavayikottatiaracu turantirunta Rutakkdcesral

1loAks Atikatku®.
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Atiyarklunaldsr dosogmated Kunevayirkdottom as Tirukkumavayil.
Kunavay, literally means the eastern gotevay end 50 it
can be inferred that the place was sltuated on tho eastorn

side of some important place.

Kume vay is mentioned ao a prosporous tovn im a
14th century poom called Unniyacci Ceritem, (62) It sceno
to be significant that the town of Kupavay is mentioned
apong the famous towns of Kerdlew Suleag ndedn, & Sanskrit
toxt of & slightly earlier period and Bhromaragendede.,
another Senskrit work refer to funeke vhich io taken to
be the Sanskritised form of Runavay. (63) Kokasandeds,

a Honipravilem poem vhich is attributod to tho 15th-16th
contury refer to Gupeke and Kuneka. It is significant
thot this poem 'pives o factual account of Coaptel route
from Yirupparangode in the north to sdeppalli in tho
South. (64) It hao been suggested tha$ thip foet ecequiros

(62) P.V. Erishnen Hair (Eud) Uézxncci Coriten, Hottoyan.
Unniyeecicoriten 4o o poon writton in Cormpu

otylo o enlovice o dancing girl ncmod Unniyacei vho
belonged to Pirumarutur. The peoot ooyo thct tho
hono touvn of tho horoino vonld dofect Kollem
(Yuilgn), Lodungellur (Crcnganoro or ii8kotci of tho
lotor Coras), Kvnavay, Putcvitu (?), langelapuram
(Hlencelere) ond Voraccoudren ($he noysela Capitnl),

(63) linthom Paromepverem Nonbudiri (ed.) Sukeggndego,
Ko'vayam and Bhmemeracondosan.

(64) Zlemkulen Kunjon Pillai (ed.) Kokeoendodrn, Kottoyom.
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nov inmportance when ve remember that Jainiem vas moxo
popular smong the trading communities . (65) But the
important temple at Gunaka vas dedicatod to égxg and

from tho poem we understand +that Brohminse did not enter
the temple, Some ge olars think that tiis vas duo to the
Jaina affiliation of the shrine in a provious poriod. (66)
Howvevor i1t¢ io to be noted that those ascumpiions erc basocd
on the identification of Gunaka vith Kunavay. If thio
identificeti on is accepted, all the above opinions support
the viev thet Runavay was in Kerala and it uvas located
near Kodungallur, probably at Prkkanametilakam or

Hatilakem, as the place 1s referred to at presont.

In the present state of our knowvledgoe wo connot
give any conclusive evidence to prove the exact locntion
of Kunavay. The only thing vhich we are able to state io
that the temple of Tirukunevay existed at thc time of tho
Alattur record (c. 10th centiry A.D.) becsguse the
Adhilkarar or the suthorities of Tirultunavey figuro in thot

inceription,.

Rogerding tho geographical positions of the
carly Jaina ccntres in Kernle 1t is intorooting that
elmost cll of t..om vere situnted for cuay from treditionsl

Brahnin settlomonts. Some 1mporfant cenvron liko Palghot

(65) HeGeSo llerayonan, OD. Cito, p.21.
(66) Llemkulem, op. cit., Do
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and Tiruvannur were in towms and tredo contros, Furthor,
the early centres of Jains in Korala tended to bo od tupnted
on trade routes thoreby implying thoir relation vith trade,
though their ownership of land and involvement in pgri-
cultural setivities cannot be ruled out altogether.

Some of the centres mentioned above wero convort-
ed into Brahmanicol temples. For vant of tangibleo ovidence
wo do not know tue exact period of this converelon.
Tiruccarapattumalai, which is nov considored ac a |
Bhasavati temple, is said to have continued as o Joim
temple till the 13th century. ((7) Kallil temple ip aloo
a Bhagavati temple at prosent but évotambara Joing of
Cochin visit this placo and pay their homagos to tho
Yoksi installed in this temple. Paruvassééri becone e
Bhapavatl temple and the image of Chandroprebha Thirthonkers
receives offerings as Ayyappa or,éégﬁﬁ, having been removed
to o roofloss onclosurc outside tho tcmple. tThe chrino
at iiruvemur appoaro to have bocn converted into o
égg Yenplo. At presont there io o tcaple ot Yalokiiwu;
It ves near this tomple thet tho incesiption vao found.

Porhepos tho record belongod to that taaplo.

Tho tcmples in Prlgiat and Alpttur, oxmcopt
tiope in Porovasderi und Joina medu verc ruinod. Sonmo

of the imeges tnd remaing 0f ptructurcs vuro recovdred

(67) Elamkulam’ 9120 Cito’ Pc
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from the respective gcites. Kindlur temple vas completely
ruined without leaving behind any trace exdapt a atbne

record,

Loter Centres

In the later medioval period also Vynad, perti-
cularly, the southern pert of 1it, seoms t0 have rotained
its importance as e Jaina contre. Pilgrims from far avay
pleces vicited Batteri-Pulpalli area. This fact is
attestod by the Jdeina image inscription which states
that the idol was consecrated by Hatnaprabhasuri son
of Chandraprecbhasuri for the benefit of Yakkubai in the
year V.C. 1308 equel o ~.D. 1251. This image wns found
in the Panbra esiate vhich ig on the vay fon Battoxri to
Pulpelli. 4 vorn out imngo of firthonksra recoveroed from
Lolapoyo, fivé niles north of imantody on the vay to
Cannenorc and Tellicheri: scems to belong to thio
period. (68) It is interesting tiet thooe arc the only
tvo inages fom Vyned vhich bolonged to the wvotenbara

poct.

Uynod continued to bo con inmportant Jaina Centro
right Irom the early modievel period to .e prosent day.
It geems iyot nev centres cemo up in the eree in the
17¢h contury supported by the Karkala Jains. & numbor
of Jeina tomples or baotie arc mentionod in on inceription

of Yeko 1606 (= 1684 A.D.).
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The names of bagtis mentioned in thie recorxd
areg-

1. Arepati

2. Hanneradu Bidi

5+« Bennegodu

4. Puttanghdi

5, Hosangadi and

6. Palagundu

Among these six temples, Arepstl is nov oxtinct.
It io clear from the impexription that the jalodhirs or
dharapitha, on the abverse of which thie inseription io
engraved vas given tb the 'Arepati Ca tyalaya' along with
many other objects. This Cpityhalaya vas oituated on
tho locality remember the place whero the temple stood
but noy there is no traco of such & structural buildl ng.
Somo of the silver, copper and dbronzc¢ orticles given to
this temple arc now kept in the Varcdur bosil , vhich 4o
tvo miles to the oast of tho cxtinet Aropoti Colityolnyo.
The bogtl ot Varadur wao built in tho lost comtury and

vao repoairoed oone f£ifty yeors ago.

4p 1o cloar from the mocord, the Aropati Coityeleye
vao dodicoted to Adinatho or Rgabhanatle Tirthenkara,
Vhilo all other Jaina temples are reforrod to.es dbesti
in this rocord tiis io t.0 only one nomed as Caityclaye,.
Howover, we do not know vhether thero weo eny disctinetion
botveon Caitymlayas and bastis. Zhore must havo boen

. /
the imeges of Gomukho Yokse and Cakreduari Yokod, tho
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attonding deitlies of Adinatha, for vhom twelve kasgis vere
civon. [Ielther this imagea'nor the articles could be

geen in tho Varedur basti.

Hannerndu Bidi basti, for vhich a §odaéabn§wane
yantra vas grenied, is at Kidannenad near Sultan's
Battori . (60) According to loedl tradition thore vere
tvelve Jain streets in and around Batteri. Hence the
name Hannoradu Bidi, meaning twelve ctreets. This wae
one of tho seven traditional Jaina settlements, the other
6ix being HManikyapuri, Kgirapuxi, Kalpatta, Vennayotu,
Arepati and Hosafgadi. Right from the early mediovel
period the Jein streets enu the temple at Battori hed
von pome reputation. This fact is clear from the Talékkavu
inscription recovered from Talekkavu, near Pulpalli,
tventy mniles to the north of Batterd . (61) At present
thorc are no Jains in Batterl but the members of the old
generation of the Jains in Yynad recollect the day vhen
this temple wvas under worship. Built of huge granito
slabs and sculptured pillers, this tanple is now o
potected nmonumont undor the Vepartmant of Archacology,

Kerale gtoato,

(60) C.A. Innes end F.B. Zvans, Helabor Gazottoor,
VYol I, p. 877.
(61) I1.6.5. Narayanan, JKS, Vol XLVIII, Part III,
Dee. 1970, "How Light on Kunavayirkottam and
the Date of‘GilappatikEram". Appendix D, p. 701,
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Puttangadi is tvo miles to t:e east :of
Panamerom. There is a smell farmer community of Jains
at Puttangadi., There are two dilapidated granite temploes
vhich closely resemble the Hanneradu Bidi basti at
Batteri in architectursl pattern and style. Both of
t .em are novw coneldered as Hindu tenplés. rthe one
vhich is on the way to Niruvaram is nov known as Janardana
templo., There is a Kanmmada inseription without mention-
ing King or date vhich registers a grant to the temple
by some privete 1ndividual,f There are beautiful sculptures
and erotic images on walls‘and‘pillars. Devoteces, minox
deities, saints and beautiful dancing girls are carved
on pillars of the Hukhamandape end the Gopura, Sarasvati
vith Yj;rgx‘g_a on a pillar in the Mukhamandepe and the
Anantedayena at the entrance of the main temple and tho
Dvarapslas at the entrance of Garbhagghg deservo special

nention.

Anothor structural tomple buillt of granito dlabs
io seon tvo furlongo to the east of the so called Janardana
temple., Kemains of a ruined Gopurs and Hukhamag?agg could
be ocen in front of this tomple. At pregent t:ie is lmown
ao Vigyugugi. It may be due to the occurrence of some
Vaicnavito figurcs on the pillars and walls that those
shrines oarc rogardod as Vaignava tcmples. If thesc aro
considered mo Hindu tomples it would be difficult to
cxplain tiie occusrence of the images of Jain Saints and

deities on the pillars and valls sculptured vith considorablo
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importance. On the other hand there is reasonable expla-
nation of the Vaisnava imsges. As Fergusson has rightly
pointed out, in the medieval porigd Jains "allowed the
existonce of Hindu Eods and have admitted into their
sculptures at least such of them as are connected with
the talles of their saints®. (63) Purthor 1t is to be
borne in mind that some of the Vaisnava symbols like
Hatsye (fish), gﬁggg (tortoipe) etc. are Lanchanas or

Copnizences of some Jain Tirthankaras.

On the northern gall of this temple there is
a sculpture of Krana dancing on a single hooded serpent.
Immediately on the right side of this figure is a
Tirthgﬁkéra in Kayotsarge posture. According to Jains
mythology Krena is the Cousin of Neminatha the 22nd
Tirthahkara, Another figure on this usll is of Brahmayaksa
tho ottendant deity of Sitala natha, the 10th Tirthahlmras,
riding on his vehicle (horse) with a svord in uis hend.
A pimilar imege in bronze is found in the nev basti close
to this temple. Figures of Saintc, in paresyankesena and
kaydtporsa postures are carved on pillars of HMukhomandapa

in front of the main structurec.

On the southern wall are autifully sculptured
figurosc of fish cnu tortoise. The fish might represent

(63) Jamos Forgusson, History of Indiem and Eastern
Architectwre, Vol II, London, reovised ed. 1910,

Pe 4o



the Cognizanco of Aranitha, tho 8th Tirthoikara and the
tortoise, that of Munisuvarata, the 20th Tirthen!mrao.

At tho entrance of the Navaransge halls is a becutiful
sculptuze of Garuda, the Yakea of Nominatha the 22nd
Tirthahkera. From this Yaksa firure sculptured promimntly
at the entrance, and from the panel of dancing Kronn and
Tirthankara panel on the northern vall it eould be rightly
assumed that Bhe presiding doity of this tomple vas
Neminatha. ZThere is the figure of a monkey near the
Garuda figure vhich is the Cognizance of Abbkinandana,

the fourth Tirthankers.

The sculptured piliars of the lavaransas hell
possegs artistic excellence. No tvo pillars oro aliko.
Figures of male and female dancers, devotecs, nmusicians
playing various instruments and minor deities of Jains
mythology are carved on those pillars. One of them bears
a figurc of Vijaya Yalkgn, the attending deity of
Chondraprabha, the 8th Tirthenkerp, riding on hio
nythicel vohicle parrot. (64) One of the oxisoting
tecaples ot Puttengedi scemo t0 bo the ono rcforred to
in the inscriptior.

Ag gtated above, the ncvy basti videh vos eonoiru=-
cted in the lost contury io located mer thio tauplo,
Both the above mentioncd tcmplos and tho compounds around

them are otmed by the prieotly class of tie Jalno at

(64) According to some othor myths Bio voulcle io a

£0086.
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Put ta!iga(}i -

T other three bastls mentioned in the record
are Bennogddu, PAlagundu and Hosafgadi. Bennegddu and
Pélagundu bagtis are on the vay from Panamaram to Banantﬂod;,
the headquarters of N. WYynad. Bennegodu is the Kamada
rondering of the Malayalam Venneydtu. Similarly Palagundu
is the Kannada equivalent of lMelayalam PElakunnu, Each
of theoe 0ld sites has one nev basti. Howvever, there
are no remains of any old structural building but for
the images of Tirthehkpras.

 Hosangadi basti is nov Imoun éo ananthdd
basti. This is on the vestern pide of the lianontodd
river, a tributary of Kabbani. In oldom timos tharo vce
only one shop at mananto¢§. vhich vas some {vo miles to
the oaot of the present towvn. To this day, tho pleco
1o called Ontongodi, moaning single shop. I% veo on
tho veotorn pide of tho lMonantoui rivor tha$ wookly
merket veo ptarted in tho later pcriod. Subsequontly
c nev market place aleo camo into oxistence and henco
the namo Hoaeﬁga@i, meaning the nev market. Lven to thio
day tho cettle fair gnd tho veekly nmaorket arc held on
tho vostorn sido of the river. VYhon th? nov townohip
devolopod on the eastern sido of the river, Hosenged
loot ito pronin nco meinly bocause ¢of the fact that fhe

trede roletiong of Hunantodi arc with Hysore. %Tho now
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township on the eastern side of the river is accepsibls

independently without the necessity of the Hanantodi ferry.

The present Jeina basti at this place is duils
on the ruins of an old one. Pieces of stone beam and
broken pillars arc scattered on the premises of the nev
temple. Interestingly enough, one of the broken pillars
bears the figure of Yeksi Kusméndini, the guardien angel
of Neminatia. That this is Kadmandini is clear from tho
depiction of children, her cognigance, Two copper plate
grants of AJD. 1714 by a local chieftoin reglstor gifts
of landed property to this temple., (65)

These later centres in Vynad belonged to a
group of Jains who had connections with the Jains at
Karkala. Perhaps they came to this region from 8,
Eanara as can be acsumed from their customs, family
relations etc, The exaot date of their immigration io
not knovn, Uith the conversion of Vignuvardhena of the
Hoysala Vynasty, Jains in Karnatake lopt ¢ powverful royal
patron. Visnuvardhana woo not hostile to other roligious
orders. Epigraphic ovidence prove thot Sonteladovi,

/
Vignuverdhenco's vife constructed a templo ot !'Sravenabolgolt (66

(65) Unpublishod,Author's private o lloction. THo
copper plates are in the possession of Sri, D,
Jinechandrayya, Vijayonondiran Eptate, Kalpetta,

S, Yyned.
(66) EC, Vol. II, intro. p. 7.
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Hovevor pome of the local chiofteino of Karnataln conti-
nucd to be Jalno vhile othera‘became supporters olther

of Saiviem or Vaignavisn. Among these chieftains, the
éaivites gove staggering blovs to the followers of
Jainism. {67) Salctore observeos "Nothing is more regrot-
table than that in tho mattor of aéowing tolorance of

the follovers of their rival creceds, especielly to the
Jains, the Hindue of 5. Indie should have been 80 un~
geporous as to have hoed recourse to a mot .od of retailie-
tion and revenpge vhich vas Bo alion to the proverblal
hospitable nature of the Hindus, (68) The oxtortion and
oppression vhich the Jainc experienced in Karnotaka
resultod in theilr large scale cmigration into the coastal
regions liko South Capara. The lythic amd copper records
of Jaino in South Canars are mainly of this period. Tho
heud quorteors of U, Indicn Jainiom was pmactically
tronoferred to Canora not long after the comveroion of
tho Hoyocla Lking Vignuverdhena to Voigpavisnm about

1137 A.D. (69) Thins vould mccount for tho faet thot the
Joina ontiquitios of South Cemarc ore of o leter poricd. (70)

iierkale in South Carnro boceme the centro of Joins in

(67) Ibid., Ilo. 334.
(68),B.A. Salatore, Medioval Jainisn, pp. 2887f.

(69) J. Sturoock, South Conera L.anunl, Hedras, 1894,
j 1831

(70) P.B. Losei, Jeinigm in SYouth Indic.
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Karnatake when the family of Bairasu UYedeyars, who wcre
the ot nrest of Jain chiefs, mede it their capltel.

The story c¢lven in Rice's History of llysore states that
Jinadatta and his descendants, Jodn Kadamba chiofs of
Humche ncar Shimoga moved their cepital to Sisila at tho
foot of a pass in the uppinangadi Taluk and aftervards
to Karkal near the Ghats in Udipi Taluk vhere undor the
name of Bairasu Yedeyars they continued in porer undor
the Chalukyan, Hoysala and Vijayanagar kings, A Bairasu
ﬂodeyar chieftain erected a stetue of Commata of Collosel
size in EKarkala in 1431, (71) In the 16th century they
granteé the hill in neighbourhood to a Citpavan Brahmn
for plenti ng arecanut trees. (72) Thus the fmmily of
Bairasu Vodeyars, with fluctuating fortunes, continued
t0 hold swvay until in the 16th century the Lingayot é@iva

family ¢f Ikleri overthrew them.

The Varadur record highlights tho cloco reole-
tions between the Jeins of Karkal and those in Vyned.
The Jains in Yynad and South Canara sharo fme peculiar
social cugtoms and manners. Thoy are foldovers of
Dipcmbare sect. Tho priestly and peasentry dicuotomy
is prevalent among t.em. The priestly cless in S, Camra
and UYyned speek Kannada at lome. Jain bants in 8. Canara,
eopecielly in Uppinengodi Taluk opeak Kennads end unlike
the Tulu practice they folbu the patrilineal syotom of

(71) J. Sturrock, S,Capara Manual, Hedras, 1894, p. 87.
(72) Ibidc' Ps 69'



inheritance. The Jains in Yynad vho belong to non=-
priestly clese are knovn as Gaugeaa. Their mother-tonguo
is Eeanncda ana they follovw the patrilinesl system. Thoy
are similar <o the Jein Banto in Uppinangadi Taluk wvho
differ 1little from Bants proper in South Canara except
that the Jain Bantg vear sacred thread and abstain from
aninal food and night food. (73) Like Bants in South
Canara, the Jains in Vynad ~lso claim to be Ksatriyes,
namely a vwarrior class. These customs and beliofs go

to prove that the Jains in Yynad are the depcendants of
the immigrants from South Canara, ospecially from Uppi~
nengadi Taluk, vhich vas tho ancient home of the Bairasu

YVodoyers,

In tho Jaina architcecture of Uyned the influenco
of Hoysala pgtyle in clear. Unlike the temples of Kerela
and 8., Konera, the Jain temples in Vynad, eopecially thooo
in Puttongadi and Kidennanad near S. Batteri follow tho
poculiar pattern of the Garbhurfha, Sulthenapi, loverenre
(pillcred hall) end Huchamandana. The gon-ral treatnont
of "he surface of the wall is also influenced by the
Hoyoala and in some cases that of Vijayanegara siyloo
in depicting Puranic scenes and legends from Jeing mytho-
logy. A detailed stuﬂy'of erchitectural and sculptural
pattern is attempted which showve that these monuments of

(73) MO, P 191.
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the Karnataka style of temples confirms the source of

the influencao.

Yhen the Hoysala kings began to erect
Vaisnavite temples in Hysore, meny of the master builders
of their court seem to have transferred thelr service
to the court of Bairasu Yodeyars and other Jain chieftaeins
in 5. Kenara. These Jain builders ﬁere probably sent
to Uynad at the request of the Jains in Yyned. At prosent
this is only an hypothesis which may be proved to be
correct when the palace records of the Bairasu YVodeyars
and other Jain chieftains in Canara éme examined fully.

The Jaine 4in Katnataka and South Canare, & com=-
munity of cultivation snd trade had relations with Kerala,
especially with Vynad in medieval period vhen this part
ves a8 groat centre of interestate trade. U?Pixacci
Carita, a 14th century Hanipravaela Campu describes
Tirumarutur on the vay from Tirunelli tanple to the
'plains, the home tovn of the heroine as a prosperous
coentre vhich could easily defeat Kollan (Quilon),
Kodunpelllir {Crongonorg, Capital of tho later Cores),
funavay, lLcngelepuran (langelore) ané tvercrenudrenm,
the cepitol of the Hoyoalas. (74) %Sho nmention of
Duorasanudren as a great city clearly indicates that the
Uyned poople hed known ito glory moot probaebly through

the trodors from Karnateka. The city of Haripuram roforrod

(74) U@i;&a(’-Ci' '“do Pon.Ne Pillai, Trivandmmc
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to in nﬁfakavamga Kavya of 12th century may be idontified
vith Tirumarutur, (75) Based on these literary evidences
the pregent writer is inclined to identify the medieval
city of Tirumerutur with the modern village of Veradur,

tho find spot of the present record.

It is only natural for the Jain immigrants from
Kernatakn to settle dovn in and 2around Marutur, & pro-
spering trading centre. HMost of the centres referred to
in the record are within ten or tvelve miles of this place.
These later Jains spread upto Jaina medu in Polghet, about
150 milep to tie South and some of them settle doun thore.
More than tro centuries the Jains in Uypad could live
poacefully in the Vymd plateau. By the end of the 18%h
century this part of the country was digturbed by pore
po tuzl conflicts between local chieftains of Kerals and
the attacks of Huslims from lysore. In the subscquent
period Yyned beceme the battlefield of Palaséi end the
English Bast India Company. The romlt was thet tho Jains,
like other communities, also had to geck rcfuge elsovioro
in the plains leaving behind their templeg ond other pro-
perties. This would account for the dilopidated condi-

tion of thoso Jaine monuments.

(75) Lusatavemon XIXI, 25 £8. T.A. Gopimaina Rao,
_T_fgga_, 1I. 1, NO.10, PP 87“1130
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Chapter III

JAINISH, TB STATE AND OTHER SOCIO~POLITICAL
ODIES IN KERA

Like many other facts about the history of
ancient Korala, the nature and oxtont of early cantacts
of Jains with Kerala are shrouded in obscurity. Zho
earliest of the availadle gources in Kerala dbelong to theo
9th contury A.D., This does not necessarily mean that tho
advent of Jainism into Eerala is to be traced to that
poriod., This chapter is an attempt to troce, as far as
possible, with the aid of the available materisl, the
mutual relation of the Jodns and their institutions on
the one hand and the state and other socio-political bodiop

in Kex‘ala, o The ofhet-

llembers of the ruling family of the eerly Coras
aro belioved to mve had relations vith Jeina ascotico.
A Tpnil Brahmi inpeription in a cave on tho Arunntter hill
at Pugalur ia Ker@r Yelulk, Tiruccirappelli Pistrict ooomo
to throv gomo light on thio issuc, According to thie inc-
cription Atan Callirumpopai cougod tho gggg (otone abode)
to be cut for gmannan (Sk. é&amaga. a Joina nonk) ceﬁkﬁyapeg

vhen the former beceme the hoir apparont. (1) Yk location

of thie zocord in Earur, vhich vac the seat of the early

(1) Dagacvemi (£4.) Seninar on Inseriptiong, lladres,
1966, pp. 60=73. B8ee algo K.V. Remesh (Ld,)_Joim

Litoroture in Yemil ond Somo Lpipraphs, Yelhi, 1974,
P 102, '
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Ceras and the similarity in the namd of the donor with
tho famous Cora ruler Atan Céral Irumporst lead one to
the identification of the heir apparent rdferred to in
the record with the Cera ruler of that name. If this
identification is acce-ptablﬁ this becomes perhaps the
earliest tangible evidence to indicate the patronege
extended by the Cera ruling family to Jainism in South
India. Yo do not knov vhether the Céras were Jains by
religious persuation, However, the support vhich Jein
ascetics received from the trading community as attested
by Tamil Brahmi records in Tamil regions and the trade
relations of the Cora territories with foreign countr op
tegtify the economic aspects of this royal patronago.
This is not to present a monocasual explanation for the
royal Otaupportn extended to the Jains in Souti India.
Scholars have postulatod that '¢.e Cdra kingdom muoct have
been a oort of fenily cstate in vhich ell tho growmeup
melos hod o chare and interest « wvhat kautiiye calls a
Rulasanrha, @ family croup vhich 4o considoered to be a
very officient form of state organisation', (2) and that
the Cora dynasty had tvo branches, the Utiyan lince end
the Irumporai linc. (3) <The record cited above refers

(2) E.A. Dilokonte Sastrl, A History of South India,
Hedras, 1971, p. 120.

(3) Vaidyanetha Iyor (Bd.) Patirruppettu, Introduction.
(Sehitya Accdaay, Trichur) note, 1. at the end,
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4

to a member df the Irumporal line, probably the king wvho
is praised in the ecighth ten of the Patirruppattu by Arisil
Eilér as nga?ﬁr Erinta Perunceral Irumporei mepning, the
déra King Irumporai who destroyed Tgkatur, the Capitd of
tho Ativemans. This relation of onelline of the Ceras
vith the Jaina faith wvould perheps account for the early
nigration or at least occasional visits of thé Jains o
the coastal reglons of the carly Cera territory which vas

| under the ‘Utiyan line. It can be inferred in this con-
nection fhet the religious falth of Jains spread into
Eerale travelling through & trade route vhich existed in
carlter period, This inference is supported by the fact
that the routes leading across Palghat gap and northvards
from the Shengottel pass would send to Converge around the
Pudultkottal trect es shown in the previous chapter. This
tract wvep linked with routes crossing fiom the Palghat gap.
The cxistence of such a rpute must have gono a long uay

in the early spread of Jainism into Kerala.

The installation of images of Yaksa and Yaloi
at Tirumelsi near POlGr in North Arcot District is cnothor
czemple of the royal support received by Jains. This
‘1ncident 1o elludéd to in a later epigraph belonging to
tho period of Vigugﬁtaiggixa Peruﬂé}, an Atiyomen chiof
vho vas e strong supporter of the Cola king EKulottunga III
(1178-1216 A.D.). (4) Thie bilingual inscription givos

(4) s1i, I, ps 107, fen.1. 3Seo also K.V. Ramech, op.cit.,
P 1970
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.8'e neme ap 'Keralabh#ﬁ;;é Yoveniks pnamna' in the

.skrit portion end as 'Valijiyar Eulapati Elini' in the
Temil portion. In the opening 1line Elini 1is roforred to
as 'Adigeman'. (5) In this record the donor Vidusatalakiye
Peiumél ( Sk. Vxémuktaéravaqojvala) claimg to b a descendant
of theoking ﬁgﬁni (Sk. Pascattatkulan bﬁﬁga?éxitanfgasr;-
rajarajatmaija). It 4s interesting to note that during
the Cankem period the Céras of Vanji or EKarur and the
Atiyomans of Tagadur were encmies. The Cera king
Kelehgiykeanni Narmuticcdral of the fourth ten, praiged by
Kappiyarru Keppiyanér, defeated Notumitalafici, a chief
and family member of the Atiyamans. (6) Theo king Perunceéeral
Irumporai of the eighth ten described as Takatur erinte
peruficeral Irumporal won the Atiyamén king on the top of
the Kolli hill and seized his drume and Erowms. (7) It
appears that even at the time of the Patikems, which vao
considered to be later than the period of the Composition
of the poems t.emselves, these two families were hostile

to each other. By the time of our record the Atiyamans

(5) The vord Adigaiméni in tho record vhich qualifios
the King Elini as a menber of the Adigomen fapily
vap takon by Hultzeh to meem ‘he wvhose pride conoisto
in excossive liborality'. ASI (Nev dorioes) Vol III,
Southorn India, Vol II, pp. 106-7.

(6) Patirruppattu, IV, 2.
(7) Ibid-p Patiken VIII,
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vere considered as the descendants of the Céra family of
Elini reforred to in the present record. 4 king of this
nene is not met with either in the liet of the early Céras
'of Kartr Vanji or in that of the Coras of HMaketal (modern
Eodungallur). A possible inference is that the king
referred to in the inscription must have ruled some time
earlier then the Céras of lakotai, (8) probably in the
period of the ‘Ka}abhra interregnun'.

That elmoet all ruling famildes of the early
South India of the Post-Sangam period had relations with
the hoterodox religions is clear from their stone and copper
records. Pallaves and Péggyae of the early period and -
their feudatories figure as donors in grants given to
Jeine monasteries and pontiffe. A Cattan Varaguna 1s said
to bo responsible for carving an image of a Jalna figuro

on the vall of the cave temple at Tirucc@nattumalai. (9)

(8) The cerliest known king of this lator dynasty is
Rajodekheradovar of the Valappaelli copper plate, who
bolonged to the early part of the 9th contury A.D.,
porheps Coraman Perumal Nayenar, friend end contom=
porary of the celebratéd éaiva Saint Sundarcmurti.

(9) Sec notes 22 and »3 to the previous chapter. Since
tne Pandya territory abounds in Jaina monasteries
end pontificates 1t seems to0 be doubtful that a
prince vould go to such o distant place for education.
Thore the prosent author i1s inclined to givo more

veight to tho identification of Varaguna reforred
to 4n the rocord with the Ay king of that ncno,
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It has becn obsorved by a rocent scholar that
e furd amentel change occurred in the concept of Kingship
in South Indie vhich coincided with the emergsence of the
Pallaves as a strong dyngsty. (10) The early concept of
sacrificer-king wag replaced by that of a protector-king
and this chenge wvas perheps one of the results of the wlde
psproad Bhakti dovotionalism of the ég;gg and Vaisnava
saints on the one hand and the revivalists of the Jaina
church on th&é other. Both the éé;gg ard Vaisnava saints
and the Jeina monks insisted on the cult of Bhakti which
is nothing less than thevpersonal surrender of the self
to individual gods. Naturally, temples vere built for
poparate pods and goddesses and large smount of lended
property vas donated to them. Temples and the temple
centored soclety of Brahmns and others amassed wealth,
thanks to the Danandharma doctrine or 'the lav of the gift!
‘vhich vas an inportant element of the role of kings'. (11)

(10) Hicholas. B. Virkes, "Honour, Herit, Prosperity:
From Ritual ap CGift giving to Gift giving as Ritual
in barly South Indian Kingship", Junc 1975 pesctn
quoted by ArJun Appadoral in Kings, Socts cnd Temples
in South India: 1350-1750, IESHR, XIV, Ho. f.
Jamuary-Harch 1977, p.48.

(117Ar3un Appadorei, Ibid.
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It has also boen argued that In the articulation and
public display of govereignty', even in the Cola period,
temnle bullding seems to have bogun to play a poverful
role. (12) Royal influence in the roligious not vork and
the temple administration, has been pointed out clearly

by recent studies on South Indisn history. (13) <Phip has
led ocholers to form a hypothetical idea that the relation-
ship of kings and royal agents t0 tholr predominantly
egrarian localities vas mediated by various groups of

powverful local personages and groups.

These obssrvations and hypotheses can be extonded
to the region of Kerala ond can be tested in the light of
avcilable nmatericl. The Ceras ¢f Makotal vere particularly
interested in traddrs end mercantile groups. Sthanuravi,
tho successor of the earliest known Céra perumal gave some
special previleges to the Tariéﬁggal}i at Quilon, the nevwly
anerging port-touvn on the west coast to the north of

Vilifnan. (14) The contemporary political ovento which

(12) Ibid., loc. cit.

(13) George V. Sponcor, 'Religious Hetvork and Hoyal
Influence in tho Eloventh Century South Indial,
JESI0, XII, Pt. I, Jamuary 1969. pp. 42-56. Algo,
'‘Royeé Initintive Under Rajaraja', IESHR, VII,
o. 4, Lecember, 1970. pp. 431=42,

(14) A8, 11, Pt. I, pp. GO-85.
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influenced the history of tao Pandyen and the Céra royel
houses had beoen one reasnn for the royal patronage oxtonded
tovards the foreign merchant groups headed by Sapir Iso,
a Christian, (15) vho vas invitod to settle in the neuly

osteblished harbour town at Kursokieni Kollam, padern Quilon.

In the previous chaptor we have geen that the
Jaine in Kerala seem to have concentrated their interest
in inland trade with the regions of familnadu and Earnateka.
If Lthanuravl invited fereign merchants to sottlo down in
the port town of Gullon with an eye rixed on commercial
prosperity By overseas trade, his successor Vijayarage
encouraged Jaina mercantile groups and patronised their
religion by building religious institutions for them.
Ono may remember the exemple of VijayarBrefverattu Palld
probably named after the king with a double meaning to
suit the Jaina or the one who has conquered the vorldly
dosires. (16) The king Vijayarage led ean army to tho
torritory of the King of Husakas through those arcao eccording
to the Liflsalavemén K&vya. (17) It hos been inforred thot

'(15) Tho political evento havo boon diseribed in dotetlld
by 11.G.S. Harayanan, gee his Cultursl dymblosig,
Irivandrum, 1972, pp. 32=3.

(16) Sce noto llo. 52 to the previous chapter.

(17) Vijayarage or Jayaragas es scoen in the Kavya led tho
army to ottack Isane II Hugaka vho voo his brother-
in-lav. However, tho uvar was not fousht thanks to

tie offorts of 'Goda', the son of Jayorégn ond tro
nophov of Igana. Yoo Lusokavamsn, XII, 30, 36,50,52,53.
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the temple must have been built by the king bofore the
contemplated but unwvaged wvar with his brother-in-lawv.

This patronage becomes more significant vhen ve know that
the Mﬁggga territory abounded in Jaina population as indi-
cated by the Kavya and that the [usaks kings always prayed
for their blessings, (18)

In the later medieval period the royal family
of Venad patronised Jelna monastery at Nagerkéil which
vae on the other o de of the pass of Aramboli. A4t the
timo of Bhiitalavira Udaya Hértande Varma, large amount
of the agrarian fields were donated to the pontifical
heads of +the monastery of this place, nemed Kamalavohang
Pandita and Gunavira ngﬁé&a. A large colony of Jains
also hag been traced in t.1is loczlity. (19) Thie wvas the
pouthernuost region of the Travancore State knoun as Vened
in those days. Yhethor these prantc have holped tho king
in the extonsion of royal control into nev arcas io a
question of mere speculation but the strategic position
of the colony of Jains proves to bo of crucianl imrortanco
espoecially for o dynapty vhich always wvas in foer of attacks
from beyond tho southern boxder, (20) The liboral grants

(18) Imgeke Vemda, XIV, 26.

(19) 248, Vol I, p. 194, Vol II, pp. 127-9.

(20) Palm leaf monuseripts of‘Periyaviggu liudaliar
fenily, vhich are nov kept in the Archeocological

departnont of Kerala state throv nuch wvelcomo
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offorcd to tho nonastory may bé understood in this circume
otence as e powerful factor in their hold ovor Vendd. Jainiom
in South India had ceased to be a strong monastic ordor by
this time. I4% had adopted many practices of t:0 Hindu parti-
cularly of Vaisgavas. It may be pointed out in this context
that tho royal family of Vonad vag devotees of Vigmu., Tho
thonour' thus conferred by a poverful monarch upon e monastery
through lend grent secme $o have assurcd the king of the
support of a religious inpotitution and at the peme time seatioe-
fied the mat?rial demands of the latter and alpo brought them
' i{nto t.e influonce of the former. Thus the gifts of tho king

of Veypad appoer to have politicel as wells=ns cconomic motivations.

Apart fron Kings, local chieftains also figuro in
our gources either directly or as royal roprosentatives

perticipating in the temple administration.

The Uédudaiyavar or Governor of Iramavalenadu
neltos an qgrooment uvith the officers of the temple,
ﬂfunnﬁ¥?uvar, the S4x Hundred end Nigalég, vho cvidently
reprooentod o group of bodyguerds of the Governor. (21)

It 10 eloo opecifically stated that hhe Governor of tho
ggggh or Lis officors are not entitled to rccdd ve any kind
of poynont iron this Bhatarnr, meaning the deity. This

malkeo 1t cleer that tho Governor hed no gpocinl povor in

light on the political dovolopmonts of $.is poriod in
thio aren. done of these roco~ds are published in tho
Korala Socioty Popers, Hofic ere uvnpubliched ond
dumbed in the Stato Archecological Vopoartmont offico.,

(21) 220 of 1895 AR;ID; 784 of SII, Vol V, p. 338.
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the temple other then the authority conforred upon him

by the ruler. In the Kinalir record Arappen Kufcl alias
Kurumporai, the ruler of Kurumporainadu received payment
and conferred on Cattanarukkati of Tiruvencokkalam scme
righte over the share of his properties at Kantapuron,
Mutakkaraiyur, Kuratti and Paralatu for the expenses of

ded 1y uorship. It is interesting to notc that this tenant
bolongs to Tiruvgicak!alam which is near Eoduhgsllur, the
Cora capital and the Matilckam temple, which was the famous
Tirukkunavay according to most of tho scholars. (22) The
reason for employing a person from guch a distant place

ie not clear. Howvever ilhis practice shovs the role of
tomples as contres éf uistrl bution of wrealth vhich vas
chorpcterigtic feoature of the medieval Kerala templos.

The expense for each item of daily worship is specified

in this record. %he income of the temple vas distributed
among the servants of the temple vho carried out various
duties such as gribali, puje dencc ond the supply of oemdel
paste and cerland. Zhe suaro of'ﬁrappan Kunci from

i nulrulecokarenallur vas assigned to o cortain Cotton |
Cirukentcn for instituting daily vorchip, febding end dance.
Such rodistribution of temple vcaolth among variocuo soctlones
of cocioty helped in in‘crrating them into o temple controd

pocizl struciure,

(22) 140 of 1901 ARSIE; 174 of SII, Vol VII, p. 74.
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Besides Kings, locrl chioftains and Lovernoro
of ggggg. groups of militia ofton referred to in terms
of numbers, perhaps shoving the strongth of the group,
appear in the records. Thus we have the Six Hundrod
(arunu-ruvar) of Irémavelanadu mentioned in the Tirvdbngur
inscription, the Seven Hundred (Eiunnﬁ?ruvar) or Kurumporai-
nadu referred to in the Kinalur record and the Three
fhousand (Munayiraver) of the Kipalur ond AlattUr opigrephs.
From the contemporary Hindu temple insceriptions it 1o undeorw
stood that the number by which cach group is mentiorod ie
constant throughout the period, It has been obsezvéd that
the King as vell as the governors of digtricts appear t©
have maintained groups of men vho vere body pguards, trustod
companions and men of éll vork at the samo time. They arc
present vith the king or governor who nekes an gppeardnco
anyvhere and their numbers comnted in hundrec s poerhapo
cive a clue to the comperative sice ond otrengih of tho
territory under eoch prince. (23) %he modiovel oteono ond
copper plate records of Kerole mention the Hunnﬁgruvag
(Or the Yhrec Hundred) of Uoprlecingdu, AfiRbrruver (+he
Five Hundred) of Purckilenadu, Aruvnurruyer (tio diz
Hundrecd) of E;a}anégu. Irﬁmava}anEQn, Ki%malainﬁ@n and
Va}}uvanégu and ﬂ}pnnu;;gvar (¥ho Soven Hundred) of

Kurunporainfdu. %hese larpe bodioo mentionod in the

(23) H.G.S. Narayanon, "Rolitical and Yocisl Conditieons
under The Kulasekhars Empire®, p. 345.
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medioval rocords as participating in assemblies and taking
docisions lod previous scholars +0 postulatec a democratic
character t¢ the village administration. Recent researches
have pmoved that this idea neecs a reconsidoration. (24)
It io meode clear that the mention of the group in numbers
does not necossarily mean that the vhole body including
a2ll mombors vas presont on the given occasion, The neme
of the body like Afunnﬁgfuvar or Llunurruvar vas used to
denote the locader or commandor of tho group. Often, only
tho leader or perhaps a fev membors of éuch bodies vere
precsent on such occasions as meetings of temple councilp
malking rosolutions and tsking &ecisions on the temple
adninistration. 4n inscription from Tiruvanvendiir in
Eerala makes this clear by referring to Ngggu{gﬁé@?u
Munnﬁr?uvar as one person. (25) Groups of this kind are
met wvith throughout South India. (26) Villiam Logan is

of opinion that Sghasravar, the Thousand and Hunnﬁ;guvar,
the Three Hundrod mentioned in Karnatcke rocoxrds of tho

13th contury belonged to the seno {type of orgonisetion. (27)

Thooe bodies vho wore connected with the tomple

(24) Ibid., p. 354.

(25) Ibid. The record reads, "Nenrulanfittu Hunnurruvarum.....
con Céntanunm lahkalattu a&maran ZLunreppdlanum
HenrulanBitueescoss Yopum 4 nalvarum®,

(26) B.A. Scletoro, Anciont Kernataka I, p.

(27) Logen, Malcbar Hemal, Vol II, Appordix XIV, P.CCXI¥
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activities often figuro ap protoctoro of tomple proporiles.
The protective measures takon by the temple authoritico
ero in cddition to the moral thrente in vhich the transe
gressors of the temple proporty are equated vith thooe who
obotruct holy places and those who have committed tho

oins of killing brahmjns end Cous on the ban's of the holy
Gonges. In thg Lirumhnnur inecription the Six Hundred of
Iramavalanadu uas entrugted with the responsibiiity of
proteeting Devasvam, the property of Gods and Brghm suen,
the prqpeity of Brahmins. They are requestod to protont
the property of the deity treating it as equal to that of
Tirukkunavdy. Those vho obstruct the proporty of TiruManpur
ghall romit a fine of twenty five Kalanjus of gold to

The Six Hunirecd, This shows the power and responsibilities
of the groaap in connectlion with the tomple administration,
Similerly The Seven Hundred of Rurumporai clong vith tho
“hree Thousand shall suporvisc the measurement of rico

duc to the Kindlur tcmple and rectify mistakes. It coomo
that the goven Hupdrod was he group of Arappen Kunci;

the governor of Kurumporaincdu end tho Throo Thougend wao

o body roprosontiny the King's owm men, which io gaid <o

be propent £t Alottur without steting eny particular roo-
pongibility. Some timoe thoso bodleo ere pleced in charge
of gome proporty cs gzg1§g ao in the capgo of Tiruﬁappﬁr.
The ront wvao due to tho temple itoelf ao ip clear Lrom

the .rocord (11-7=-8). In cddition to the rent fron tho



Kilitu the Six Hundred, was to perform worship in the
W

temple vith five measures of rice evory day. (ll. 8«9).

The sbove d#écxiption makos 1t clear that apart
from boing the protoctors of the “:caple property those
groups vho wvore purely local in character had funciions
in conncctlon with the land revenue from the temple pro=-
porty and its distridbution among various functionaries
from the prl est to the cultivators including temple
sorvents and pilsrims. This is quite in koeping with the
contemporary Hindu temple records and this fact polnts
to the similer adrinistrative system and the royal influence
in the Jein temples in Kerala., Though our sources arc
oxtremely limited, their gtri king similerity vith the
contomporary Brahmanical temple records enables uo to
meke a conparative study which mey help us to got o some=-
vhat satisfactory account of the relatidn of the roycl
personages and local bodies with tihe Jaina religious
Institutions.

The local bodles mentioned above are connceted
vith ehicfteins ond thoir functions arc more or loss sdmini-
strative in naturo. Apart fron these a certein proup callod
tho ﬂagpattegyéziravar is montioned in somo of our oarly
insceriptioncl sources. Thougn they are named in torms
of numbers, poosibly comoc conventionel otrength of the
body, their function is evidently different from those
of the other bodies roferred to in the records. Tho
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cxistenco of such a group in vericus pleces in South India
has beon noted previously but not further details are fur-
nished about this group except that the number cannot bo
taken to prove the existence of assemblies cnnoisting of
as many nunbore as seen in these nomes. (28) Since no
satisfactory interpretation of this temm has been given

so far it vokild be useful %0 brl ng together all the avail-
able details of this assembly which may give us an ideas
about the territorial & stribution and activities of this
group. Beglides, sfich an account will help'ﬁa to gather
soms valusble information about the relation of this body

vith various religlous sects.

Nggpatteggégiravat figure in the Talékkévu inp-
cription as the donor by wvhom & lamp was ingtituted and
certain amount of land was set apart for the purpomse. (29)
The record states that the body of Narpattonndyiravar
established a nagaram vhich shows that the group wes in -
volved in trade activi ties. Probably this is the only

inscription wvhich infom us wvith some certainty about the

(28) £.V. Subramanis Iyer, TAS, Vol III, pt. I, p. 35.
Bee also IA, XXIV, p. 284 and Negamayya, fraovencore
State lManual, I, p. 255.

(29) Yor an incomplote sco 11.G.S. Harayanan, Cultural
Symbiosis, Trivenmirum, 1972, p. 75. <%he prosent
suthor has prepercd a complete toxt of this

inseription,
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nature and function of Hirpattennayiravar. In tho Alattur
inscription aiso this group is present along vith sore other
bodiep, viile making come arrangements regarding the admini-
stration of the temple property, but no details can be
oxtracted from the text about this group. (30)

The name Narpattenndyirovar is mentioned in
several epigraphs found in the Districts of Tiruccirappelll ,
Rémanathapuram, Horth Arcot and Chingelput Districts 4in
Tamilnedu., They appoear in records from about 9th century
to the 13th ce#tury AJD,, spanning a period of about four

conturiles.
3

A Harpattenndyirapperumballi at Ilayearigudl in

Paremakkudi Taluk in Ramanethapuram District ip known from
a record registering an endovmont of lgnd as Palliccandenm
for conducting worship and festivals in the temple of
Bharavati Néyakar, (3%)

The neme Narpattennayiramg connectod vith this
Jaine monastery hence would indicate the association of
this body vith the Jaina religion. (32) The Apgégdanéﬁhg
tanple at Pirwmarufigondai in Tirukoyilur Ycluk, South
Arcot Digtrict also coems to have been called Héggattepgg~

(30) For g dotailed note on t:.is inscription sec L.i:.43
of the chapter I. Tain Contres in Rerale.

(31) 33 of 1946~47 of JRSIE. |

(32) “aio inscription is cited in the article by K.C.

Ericincn "Jaina Monuments in Tamil Nedu", p. 102, no.s8

if the book entitled Agpects of Jainn firt rnd Arcidtoctura
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yirepporumballi., (33) The record vhich mentions tho former
is attrd buted to the 12th century A.L. vhilo the Appondenfithox
tenmple record belongs to the 9th century A.D.

in inseription on the norther wall of the
Septarsigvars temple dated 4in the yecar opposite to the
fourthlof gsome king, vhose ncme 1e not givon, roglstors
o gift of money made by the Pallava King ligndippottaraiynx
vho fought cnd won the battle of Tellaru. (34) 4 ~ift of
Sixty gaggnkéét for o perpetusl lemp in tho temple of
Hohedeva at Tiruttuvatturai in Idaiyarrunadu vas recoived
by the memberg of the assembly of Nalliimenpgalam vho thomsolvoen

(53) Ibid., p. 95. In a private correspondonce the suthor

vrites that the record emncerning the expression
Nerpattennayirapperum balli doeos not give eny more
information and that it‘Juet moang thet the Jaina
monasteries owe their existence or survival to tho
group called ﬁarpattennayiravar.

{54) No. 12A of gII, Vol XIV, p.8. Xor an identificailion
of this King sece W.V. loli.alingem, Koneipuren in Eprly
South Indian History, Hadras, 1969, p. 137ff and 204.
Tho ocditor of SII, Vol XIV vriteo that t.is recoxrd
noy bo acoigned to the king Horanjatoiyen clien
V&ragupa sincoe 12B ongravod close to thio rocord
belongs to the 4 + 9 yoor of liaranjeteiyen eliao
Pendiyekulapati Veraguna moharaja. Thig yoar oqual[
to 824 A,D,
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vere bound to bring fto the temple and measure out daily
onc lali of ghee. The record stateo that this must bo
ptotectod by Penmaheévaranagggtteppéziravar..(35) Porhepso
thioc inseription and the Talékkavu cpigraph cited are the
earliest records wkich montion Nerpattennayiravar.

An undated inscription at Gangﬁjafédhara teaple
in Govindaputtur Udaysrpalayam Tecluk, Trichinopoly District
says thot an agreement vas made by é1Vabr5hmagﬁe hooded
by Kagyspan Kuran é;hgan and others, %hoy bound thempelvos
to be supervised by tho INshedvara Héggatteggaxiravnr and
to pay fines to the Vérixaggerumakka% in caese of default.(36)

An interesting rocord in the Udvahandthesvind
Temple at Tirumanjeéi in Mayuram Taluk, Tanjore District
registers the gift of various articles like g plate, trumpet,
& hanging laomp and a bell along with an imnge of worship.
The gift vaes medo by o éﬁ}ixgg Véfixgg rencd Lunden Arongen
alies Nérgatteggazira M&leatf . {(37) %his rocord io roughly
attributod to tho timc of Parantalta I (907=955 A.D.).

Tho terms Vaniyer mcaning traders am yé;getenﬁﬁgirgg

vhich occur in the donor's name gugaest some relationship

of the group vith trading community.

(35) "Pennbhegvarpnprppattennayiravorum ral:gai”.

(36) mo. 331 of SII, Vol. XIX, p. 167.
(37) Uo. 99 of SII, Vol. XIX, p.51. The moening of
the vord_liayilatti is not clear.
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A Pa??aééli Sel1Brkart Pcvalalunru alias
Harpattonngyira gnnedena nofied and Soll%ir Kari Parpati
fi;ure a; donors of ep emount of 6 3/4 maksni kécu for
feoding éivagog;s and Haheébabae. (38) Thi; inseriptl on
found in the Tiruvarur temple in Hagapattinem Taluk in
Teanjoro Diptrict 1o dated in the 27th regnal year of tho
Cola King Kulottunga I (1096-97 A.D.). The record registoro
the sale of land vhich was made tax~freec to God Tirumalai
Udaiyar lahadeva by a sabha receiving the gift‘from the

donors mentioned above.

An ingeription of 1167 A.D. in tho Guhgnathagvami
temple at Kanyakupari in Kanyakumari District records that
the sorvants of the temple sold the land adjacent to the
temple to N5¥natte§g§yiravgg for the purpesé of establishing
o uvatershed. This land transaction vas according to an agroe-

nent with the temple authorities and the body of Harpatteon-
neyiravear. (59)

/ —
A Sivabrahmana called Teéevan Perumsn alias

géfgatteggéxirépattan figures in an epigraph of 1181 A.D.

in Védaranyem, Tirutturappundl Teluk in Sanjore District. (40)
The donor is certain Pallikondan Oagora Isversmudalyén alino
Viraginge Pégpar of Gug;malaippupam who gave 150 gnritunarl-Gon

e o °

for a perpetual lemp to ¢he God, Tirum éiké?u Udelydr,

(38) No. 623 of SII, Vol. XIX.
(39) 2AS, Vol I, no. VIII, pp. 168=9.
(80) piI, Vol. XVII.
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Kagipanottirattu Narpattonnayire Bhatten and
som others bolonging to different gotras received a grant

of 16 gggg;g for a perpetual lamp according to a record
datod in the 29th year 8f Rajaraje III (1245 A.D.). (41)
This record was found in Ramapgiri, Tiruvallur ialuk,
Chingelput Digtrict. It 1s stoted in the record that tho
recepients of the gift are all éivabrahmagés.

e

A Célepuram inscription dated in the 19th regnel
. ¢ . -
year of Jatavarman Sundara Sola Pandya Devan (1270 A.D.)

refors to a gift of Harpattemnayirs Hersld levi, a voman

accetic of the village. (42) 12 Y2 couws werc given for

half of a lamp to the god Bajendra ééga'f§¥aramugaiyar of
the temple at Kottaru alias Mummudisdhanellur in Hadjinid
in Uttamaéégg Valangdu. Eottaru is near Hagerkovil. Tho

significonce of the word marali is not clear.

One narpattonnayirakinlan siens as a vitness in
e rocoxrd of Spka 1286 (expircd) = 1364 A.D.), vhich registors

thet vith the panction of Kopammangel, the suthoritios of
the Rajasichédvara templo at Kafeipurem oold como houses in
the northorn rov of the gonnidhi street to certain liudelis
at the pricc of 150 panas. (43)

(41) Ibid#p no. T13.
(42) TAS, Vol VI, pt. I, no.9, p. 13. "Pon tavaci
- 3
nirpattonnoyira merall tovi”.

-

(43) SII, Vol I (reprint, 1972), p. 123,
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A Narpattennoyiravan Hathen is mentioned in an
inpeription found at Tiruppalatturai in Trichinopoly Taluk

and Ligtrict. (44) This monastery vhich is mov knowm ap
éankarﬁcagxaavégi ﬁafgg io et Tiruvaneiklkavel and it belonged
originally to the éﬁivite Betham of Tiruccattinmurran and
vas presided over by the teachers in tho lineage of the
Hudaliars of this place, (B5) “hat it wvas elso called
Tirujfidne eambendem Mathen and that it wac e bronch of tho
matha ot Rajerajepuram belonging to Firuccattimurrattu
udaliar are also clear from another inscription rocording
the grant of a village of Karumangural alias Perakoporimongelon
to this monastery. (46) Tiruccettimurrm wac ono of the
Saivite centres on the south of the river Kaveri (Arasilsru)
figuring 4n the legends of Appar and Sambandar. (47) It
ioc also clear from the inscriptions that the pricote pro=-
ciding over the pathp at T4ruvanaikkaval vere diroct
;ﬁeciplea of Namaééivﬁyadéﬁar of tho linoage of
iruccattimurrattu Mudaliyar. (48)

The above survoy broadly dovidos the body of

(44) ARSIBE of 1909, pt. II, p. 105, para. 53. See aloo
honpocory's 1iot, MHorth Arcot Insoriptions 715 and
Yanjore 533.

(4) Lios. 585, 586 of Appondix B of 1908 ARSIE.

(46)

(47) 392 of 1908 ARSIE.

(48) 486, 477 of 1908 ARSIE.




5ad

Uerpattennayiravar into twos

(1) Those who are releted with Jaina temples and
Honastic orders;
/7
(1i) Thoso who are related with the Saivite temples

and othoer activities of the éaivite movements.

Their association with Joi ne establighmento 1o
proved only by four records, twvo of them in Kerala and tho
rost &n South Arcot District in Tamilnedu. Host of the
records wvhich indicate the Jaina affiliatlion of this body
belong to an earlier period. However i%‘most of the records
they appear either as witneaées or as receplents of gifis
or as protectors of the temple property. This ghows tho
pover and prestige they enjoyed through the length and

breadth of & vast arca of South Indic.

The omergence of the body of llarpattennayiraver
in the Cola periocd coincides vith tho revivoliem in the
éaivite movement in South India. The éaiva movemcntc eppeor
to heave graduelly cwmown stronger and strongor ﬁnder tho
Cola rulers. By the beginning of the 13th century A.D.
e notice o largoe number of Hg?hau presided over by gé;gg
nanynoio oprecding thoir influence over a large portion
of tho Tamil country. This ncv revivalistic movenent hed
some popular idoas wilch holped it to gproed cmong the common
pooples Unlike the Advaita philosophy v..ich ¢oce not oxclude
pious devotion to be practiced in the first stose of oplid-
tunl dovelopnient and wilch inciot on striet edheronce to
the paths of Karmas, ao lcid doun in the ééotpao, the popular

/
Saive croed, on the othor hand, peid puch ot cntion to tho
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devotion to Siva. Furt.or it received into its fold all
claspes of poople vithout any distinctl on of ecaste. It
appears that those tendencies shown by the popular é@ggg
movomont must have attracted various soctions of people

into its fold. The prosence of the body of Narpattonnaydravor
both in the Jains as well as in tho popular égégg novoment

and ite association with the Tiruccattimurrattu ludaliyers

end tholr descendants éeem to indicate their intorcst in

the lover ptrata of the soclety and thelr activitdes,

At loagt in one instanco in Kerale, their status
as a trade guild is explicitly mentioned., In Talekkawvu
Inoccription the body of mégggtteggéiiravar not only figuroc
as the donors of landed property for burning a perpetual
lenp for the XE%@& in the temple, but algo ap instituting
a liglearam. 1t hes been pointed out tho term llnkorn my
bo omployed for a city or o t¢xcding corporation. (49) It
is dofinod by licynmpota oo ‘e tovn pituctdd im the Contro of
o R&o?fg or necr o river protected by stakog,mud, surroundiny
vellp, batilemento and f£iro all) round', An inctonco of o
norcheat founding e nelkerom at Quilon is roforred $o in tho
Zoripoppalli copper plate of Sthénu Eévi. (50) Dilckantoe
Saootri points out thot *tho meoning of o trade corporat%é

(49) E. Reggnecory, "Town Planning ord Houpe Building im

Anciont India®, IHQ ITI, p. 831,
(50) 11.G.C. Horeyonon, op. cit., pp. 297-8.
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gredunlly attaincd popularity end that this moaning io
dorived from the first sinco tovno vero big trading centroo'.
He cdds that *the namarn wes in elljprobhohility o primory
aspombly of merchants which vas organised as onec of the

local apsemblics in important trado centros'. (51) Thio
would indiccte the character of the body of Horpattonnfyirevor
vho 10 also presont in the Alattir inscription. Tho ocour-
renco of this group in various contexts in the inscriptions
from Temil region soems to shov their multifarious roles in
tample activities. Their relation vith various religious
ordoers need noﬁ necessarily shov their religlous affilintions.
Inotead it appears that they associated themsolves viih
tomplos of diffcrent sects ﬁhich hed control owvor tho rooourcco
of the hinterland. The torms liko Harpgtionnnyirabhptten

and méggatgeg?ﬁxiragog vould t.on mecan that these persons.
voro oppoldrnt ed by the body in theilr repgpective positiono

in ordor to diocharge certain duties. Their participation

in land transactions and in public vorks such as conptruction
of vatorsheds wvould show theoir interest in thoe economie

activities of tho contemporary tcmples,

The forogoing survoy chouws that tho oorly Coroo
a0 vell as tho Perumel kings of Hokotni cad tho Ring of

(51) The Colng, ps 503.
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Venéd extended thoir patronage toverde tho Jidms in Korola.
Thoy conotructed templos, installed irnpges cnd donatod
proporty for their institutions. Iolloving the kings,

tho rulero of nadus also donated gold and lend to Jeino
ingtitutionss Tho political bodios likc munnurruver

(the Throo Hundred), Airmurruvar (the Five Hundrod),
Apunurruver (the Sixz Hundred), Llunurruver (the Seven
Bundred), Iuveyiravar {(the Throe Shousand) sloo were
reloted ¢o thebtsmplos_of Jains in Koraln vith come
functions rogarding tho protoction of the tompleo propere
tice againpt dofsulterss It speers that tho roynl patroncso
O0zZtondod tovards tho Jaine institutions had eocisl as wvell
o8 polidd cnl motivations. Through tho gemdrouc gifto thoy
could held tho Jolna church in Kerala under ¢hoir inflvonco,
Apard fron the kings end rulers and the politicel bodioo,
oomo trade orgamipations wore also related with the Join
tenploo 4n Keraln o For ozcmple, lerpattonnoyiraver, vho
orc not vith olsovhwre in South India nootly 4in comeetion
vith tho Scivo inotitutionc £irure in sono Jeino inoti-
tutiono in Horclan. $Thio sccoo t0 indicote thot Jaino
inptitutiono im Korela vero involv.d in econonie cetivitioo.
Hovover, liko <ho contomporory Broumonicol roligious inotie
tutions Jeina tecplos cleo intorceted vith tho oteto ond
othor politgcol bodico ord trede puildo,
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Cheptor IV

SOCIO~ECONOMIC FURCTION OF JAIN TEI'PLES IN

The Jaine Canonical texts of the carlier porid
do not prescribe temple duilding or idol vorship re a
prorequisite for the deliverance of goul, Probably the
templo cult and the idolatry emerged inm the Jaina order
as a necessary coneeguence of the sottled life of monlko
es vell as the establishment of monasteries. These nou
dovelopmentg, vhich vere cgused by liberal land granto and
donations +to Jaina monks by kingc and chieftaing of Jouth
India, resulted in a nev vay of life and outlook of Jaino
monks and preceptors. The inwlvement of Jeina moneptoriop
in agricultural activities helped the Jaina religion to
percolate into lover strata of the socicty and to cxtend
its roots among the common folk on a large scalc. 4p a
rosult of thio more and more poople werc attracted to tho
religion, vhich nocessitatod the assimilation of some of
the practices and beliefs of the common people. Porhapo
this reciprocal interrelation of the monks om the ono cido
and the laity on the other must be the reason for intro=-

during nev practices and customs into the Jalna order.

It has been pointed out that Samantabhadra, wvho
perhaps belonged to the oarly contury of the Christian ora,
vas probobly the earlieoct precoptor %0 loy down worship
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e a religious duty of lgymen, (1) Following him the lator
acéryes further doveloped the system of vorship, introduced
elaborate rituals and codified rules and regulations for
temple worship.

Pauvpacariye of Vimala Suri, a grék?t text, giveo
us ponms details adbout the vorship of Jaina images and in-
stalletion of idols end the abhi?'/éka or bathing ritualo.(2)
The Paramprtheprokasa, oxplicitely states that thosc who
do not perform gg%avidgégﬁrcaga, the eight fold vorship
of the Five Porfect Beings 1.0., Arhat, Sidche, Ackrys,
Upadhysye end Sarvasadhu, cannot attain salvation. (3)

(1) Bon Bhushen Prased Sing, Jainiom in PBrxly Nedievel
Kernatalea, Delhi, 1975, p. 23. éiavagabe;go}a inp=-
criptions mention Samantebhadra frequontly as onc of
tho threce early pioneers of the Jains in South India.
Vepni oays that Samantabhedra is often charceteriped

by the opithet Vanavacin, probably denotinsg hip ascow

ciation with Benavasi. Jeinism in South Indip ond

some Jaing Epimraphs, Sholapur, 1957, p. 184, noto 1
and also I8, XII, p. 247.

(2) H. Sentilal Vora (Tr) Peumacariya, part I, chaptor 32.
Verses 70 f2., p. 252 £, The date of Paumacariyn is
controversial. Some scholars think that 1t voo composcd
in tho 1st contury A . vhilc gone othors lod by Jacobi
hold that it belongo to the 3rd century i.D.

(3) A.i. Upndhye, (£d), Paramartheprolésc, v. 168, p. 132.
“hip vork is attributed to tho 6%h century 4A.D,
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Varangacarita rofers to tw kinds of worships, bhéve puid
¢nd dravye gﬁja/and also points out the differeneeo betuoon
tne tvo syotems. (4) This dext describes the morit of
building tomples, setting up images ond worshipping tho
deities. Thia’text furnishes tho most detailed description
of the rituals of the saered bath coremony of the Jinas.(5)
The Padmapurane, compcsed by Ravigena in the 7th century A.D.
advises people to crect Jaina images, vorship them with
flower; inconec, light etc. for blossings in the present
life and that in the other world. This toxt further otateo
thet installing Jeina 1dols and porforming worship to them
would help a man to accomplish the most difficult wrldly

dutios. (6) Later works like Yasactilaka Campu of

(4) A.H, Upadhye, (Ld,), Pardngacarita, Bombay, 1938,
Chapter 22, Vol 43ff. p. 216, Upddhyc thinko thot
this i8 o vork of Jatasimhanondi and ho plecos the
euthor et the end of the 7th contury A.D. BRiavonuia
means the concentration of mind on the verious quall tieo
of tho deitien and dravyopuljn noano the proper vore
ship of the idolo of Jinge with elaborate rituel md
offoring of eight articles vhich included rico, owmdal,
incence and flover. It may be notoed thot drnvyovida
implice tho vorohip of idole.

(5) Ivid,, ch.22, V.335£7, pp.215-6 cnd ch.23, v 6Of..
pp. 225-6,

(6) Prdnspuronam, Bharatl ye Jnonn Pith, Kasi, 59, pars I,
ch. 14, vv. 92-3 and v. 213, p. 321.
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Somedove 8drd (959 A.D.) end Voounendi privaleedrn of the
oorly yocre of the 12th century A.D. gpoak of tho r2rito
of performing zeligious'activitiée liko instasllfns idols
and vorchipping them.

Epigrephical evidencos from copper and lithic
recordo of ﬁhe contomporary period corroborate the abovo
nontioned data collected from relipious litoraturc.
Accordin& to o coppor plate grent of the adamba King
lirgesa Varaan, & Joina temple vas conotructed by him in
the city of Palddika, modorn Helsi, in his eighth regnel
year. (8) His successor Haovi Vorme mapde arrengemonts to
conduct festivals on apecific occaslions for thw glorificoe-
tion of _Jinendra. (9) An inseription of the cixth regnecl
year of tho Calukya.King EKirthivarmen IX oeys that o Jeina
tcaple vac erocted by Kaliyemme, the Gé#ug?g of Jobulogird
in Llharver dietrict. (10) During the reign of Pulankeoin II,
Durgrockti of tho Jendrak femily donated 500 nivartanacs
of lcné for tho wrship end offering to the god Sankha
Jinondro. (11) Similer records obtained from Karnataka

(7) Hirclel Join (Ed.), Vegunondd oravakacorn, v.482 p.136.
(8) IA, VI, p.24.
(9) Ibid., p.26

(10) K1, I, pt. I, n0.5, p.3.

(1}) Ibvid., IV, no.3, p.2.
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1

explicitely or implicitely refer to the practice of tomplo
building and installation of imges during the 7th=-8th

centurios.

In “emilnedu also the practice of templo building
and idol .vorship beran at least in the seme period. 4&n
inécription of the gixth regnal year of the Palleva King
Sivhavarmon records a grant of landcé property as
Pa%}iccrndam for the worship of Jinendra »nd Jainendran. (12)
Another rvcord_of.?aﬁcapﬁggava malei stcotes that e cortain
Ddranen of Pugalélamanigelem caused to be carved en imego
of qugiyakki attended by a Jaine mohk. probadbly the pre-
ceptor llegenandi . (13) There are a number of records from
Wortk Arcot, Haduraei, Ramenahifjapuram, Tirunelveli and
Tiruchirappalli districts vhich record inetallation of
images of Jinas end gifts for kinde of offerings. (14)

From these iiterary and epigrepulc sourcop it
bo comes cloar that the Jains peacticeco of burilding temples,
inetalling images and offuring worohip wer pfoevanlont throurh-
out South India during the carly medievel period. It cembo

aloo occoumed that the sprecd of these proetiecs viich follovod

(17) Pollaver Conpsfukg% Iiuspotu, pp. 1=32.

(13) I, IV, pse 136+7. Lonei thinkes thot this 1o on
]
image of LiGdhyika, t.c otiondent ceity of Hehavira,
For on iconogrephic note oo Joinion in South India

end Some Joina Lpigraphs, Sholapur, 19-7, p. 40.

(14) piI, «I:, no. 51, XIV, nos. 22, 32, 39, 41, 45.
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a universal pettiorn vas a.recult of an organiged moveront.
This vap the poriod -hich witneoood the petivities of tho
Spivito end Vaipnaovite Seints vho propazated tho idea of

Bholti devotionaliem. Jainism in South Indla rose to the
occaeion,laccepted the challenge and adopted variovs methods
inecluding the cult of Bhakti to gain ground. The wave of
Jairs bhakii movoment roeched Koﬁala probsbly in o slightly
later period. Thoe ocarlicet traces of ctructural templos

of tho Jains belong to the 9th or the 10th century A.D.

Acceptance of tantric mode of vorchip and other
tantric and occult practices was another policy ﬁbr
attracting popular attention. This aspoect also can bo
studiod only in the back ground of the South Indien Jainiem.
It hao bcen observed that 'the growth of Jeina tentrionm
vas tho natural outcome of the carly modievel age, vhich
witnoosed. tho infiltrct on of tantricm into Duddldon,
Scivion and Vaignaviem'. (16) It appoorc that the tontricn
vi.8 introduced into the Jeina ordor through the ecult of

Yolkcag cnd Yokoio, Theso supernatural boingo vore oubordincio

deitics ettonding ﬁpon Jinag. “iny hed no irdepencant oxiw

ctence. In tho or~rlior toxts and iconoritophic zopresontctiono

(15) Ve have discuceed this problea in dotail in the
cacpter on 'Joina Centres in [orala’,

(16) RuJe2y “ing., Joinienm in eorly ledicvel Fornntaka,
velhi, 1915, p. 56,




93

their oubordinate position 1o cleor. (17) But in somo lator
sculptures like that in the Hesuti tomnle ot Aibolo tho
position is clovated to that of con independont delty.
Further, tho 1gg§; at the ilequtl tommle has tuo lady
‘attondante. (18) It has boon sugrested by provious ocholaro
like P.B. Descl that the chense of the Yaksi imeges from
the loft oide of thoc Jinas to the morc important right

oide 2lso, shous the prominence attoined by theso goddossco.(19)
Vesal, vho has carried out intensive studies on the South
Indion Joinism is of opinien thoat the Yapaniyss, o nection
of Jains in Karnatalks vho were responsible for the intro-
duction of some new ideas like the equality of women, played
an important role in propagating tho cult of yakfis. (20)

The Jaina cult of Yaksl worchip ks beon Gogeribdbod

(17) Jas Burgecs, Dipgtunbara Joina Iconorraphyv, p.5.
In a sculpture of C 7th century Ambike Yakoi of

the 22nd Tirthankara is depictod on the left sido
of the Jinag as vaiting upon her lord, She hap four
erms and two children on hoxr lap.

(18) Henry Cousens, Cholukysn Architecture of tho Kexmato':
Dipgtrict, p. 31.

(19) P.B. looai, op. cit., p«38. For a oluilor viov coo
0l0o ..o, Singh, op. cit., D52,

(20) Ibid., p. 170. For o conment on this ospoct bagod
on gociology oco [Jdt. Rognnve Verioz, .onostie Lifo
of Jaino in Larnatalm ,(unpublichod term paper oube
nitted to tho JUU) 1978, p. IO«
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by some scholars ac an entirely nov phenomcnon among tho
Joins of Kermataka during the carly medioval timos. (21)
Hovever, some other scholars lmve pointed out that the
vorchip of yaksas and 3ég%;§ in onc vay oxr other coneo froam
& hoary pant a;d that thepe demi gods and goddosceo aro
oaid to hove beon connected vith tho cults of mother
goddess and fertility. (22) Yhio observation is oupported
by several sculptural ropresontcotions fron Buddhist oitoeo
in North Indiz as woll as in the Deccan. (23) This is not
to argue that the proctice was diffused from the llorthern
India. Instead, the Yaksi vorship in South India socms

to have been evolved fram local cults of mother goddess,
The folk charactor of the tantric aspects of the yalwoi
vorship secms to gupport this viev. (24) Further, it may
be romembered that the Important tantric texts liko
Jvalini kalpa and Bhairevi Padmaveti kelps vhich codify
and systematise the vorship of xak§1g, wore compoged in
South India. According to those texts the worship or thoseo
xakgie vao originatod by Jain procoptors of vdouth

(21) .B.P. Yingh, op. cite, po 51

(22) &nenda K. Coomcrooveni, Zggggg, Dollii, 1971, porti,
p. 3. tnd port II, p. 13.

(23) Ibid., eeo parts I & II platea.

(24) Fuolinikelpa, Ch. IV, Voroe 1. Guotod by R.ll.
Dendd, Helirioup Institutions end Cultn im tho Uceenn,
Dei:i, 73, prn. 114-5,
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India. (25) Hovover, Bhe sculpturcl evidence vhich procedod

the literary toxts would indiccte that the cult ves provalont

emonz the poople and that later precepsors systomoticod tho

wvorship codifying rules and repulntions for the seme.

In Tomilmadu the earliest available ovidonco wvhich

indicote the existenco of the vorship of yeknois belong to

tho middle of +tho Bth century A.D. (26) <Tho choracterioctic

(25)

(26)

Jvalinikalpe wvas composed by Indranandi Yogiévara in
939 A.D. under thc patronage of the Ragtraluta King
Krone III. The toxt sayos that the worchip of
JvElﬁmﬁligi vas originated by Helacaryo of the

DrEbi@a Sengha, Propitiating thic Yekei in the

Hilgiri Hills, the preceptor Helacarya repcucd ono

of hio d#%ciples from the evil gpirit of Br@hﬂafékgnnn
Bhairavi Podievei

(P.B. vesal, op. cit., p. ).
Eolpa wvop vritten by Mallisena Suri vho lived in tic
11¢h contury A.D. He was a roputed scholare in
Senoltrit. %hio text codifies tho worship of Podmoveti,
tho aticndent 2g§§§ of Pﬁrévanﬁthm. Accoruing to tre-
dition Padmaveti lg responsible for the prooperity of
the Santern chiofs of Karnatalka (liysozo ecnd Coorn

from Inseriptio- g, p. 138; EC., VIII, i'arar 35).

L, IV, pp. 136=7. Tho inccription on rock in
Pericoptndavamalad, . Arcot Diotrict, stetes that tho
Yakni imnge, umder vhich the cpirraph ip engraved,

wag cauged to be carved by certainm [llarenen of
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foatureo of kKodieval yaksi imagos lkke indopondont otatun
onu proninont pooition are prescnt in tho Tamilnedu
ecukptures also. This seems to indicato that thore wvas a
universal pattern for the vorchio of yskoig., From. the
sculptural reopresentations it cen be inferred that Jainn
proceptors and revivalists made offorts to popularisc
the yelsi cult. The yaksi image ot Peicepandavameled
roforred to above is depicted as attendod by a saint,
probebly the preceptor Naganendi. (27) Ajjanazndi, vho
ceuseu the yokol imago at Tiruccanattumalai:  to be
sculptured wvas responsible for carving somo xggg; inages

eloevhore in South India. (28) %iesc activition scenm to

Pupgalalemengalom. The record also sayo that tho
Joksi represented by the sculpturc is Pommiynickd
P.B. Vesal hag identified this image of yakpi vith
the female figure seated ¢n a raiped plat form. Ho
aloo identified the mk__g_; Qox}gixakki with Siduhayiln,
tho ettendant deity of Hehavira (vesei, op. cit.,
pp. 9-40)
(27) voaci, Ibid.
(28) I'rom tho cpigraphiccl cnd peculptural ovidonceo it
cen bo inferred thot the nmein cheoro of cotivitioo of
the preceptor 4jjenanii vao the Hedured Disotriet.
“no gculplures coused to bo made by him con be geen
at Va}}imalai in the Iorth Arcot District ond at
4-uvadi in the Tirunolveli Vistrifit. For a dotaoiled
dooeription of <the Ajjamnndi's rovivelistic cetivitioo

ooe P,.B. Dea&i, DN cg.t;, PP 62"63.
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roprepert o rovivalictic novoment vhich formod part of o
congeious effort zovprOpogatc popular cults apd practicoo.
It is to be rcemembored horo- thet thic was the poriod of
rovival of the Jaina religion in South India aftor o
tennorary set back cauvsed by the wide cpread activitioo
of the Bheltti exponents of the éé;gg ond Vaionave secto.
It hap been rightly sessumed by scholars that tho populorie-
sation of this cult vas a noocd-cathofying devico on the
pert of the Jains proceptors and monks vho had to compote
vith tho éivites and Yisnavitea. (29)

- It seoms that the cult of Xakgés anG Zak§iﬂ
reached Eerala foldoving the wave of revivallegn widch
spread all over South India in the Bth, 9th and 10th
conturices A.D. 7hie assumption is supported by tho opie
grophicol deta supplied by Tiruccarannttumelci. (30) <he
figure of the ngg; Ambila at this place carved by l
Ajjenandi deserves sttention in connoction vith en obeerA\
votion nodo by Veoei that Ambil:a, the attondant doity of |

the 22nd Yirthankera leninothe hed ron preator roverenco

(29) Veoei, Ibid., pp. 72-3. 'Yhe progence of thio kind
of ponular cults in Joinien vhowo thet 41 hed peoocd
bopond the circle of moncoticicm cnd becono ponular
rolicion with o cult. <Thooc fertility spirito aro
proeocnt here beecuso tho poople cre here®. 4.4,
Coomaraoiomi, ope citsy Ps 3%

(30) 2A., Vol. II, part IX, p. 125€7. end nloten coo oloo
Ibid., Vol I, pp. 193-5.
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from the people of “emilnecdu in the corly period. (31)
llogt preference vas given to Yiddhayike of liahovird. In
Kerale, Siddhayika was installed in tho Enllil tomplo noar

Porumbavoor in the Ernakulem Liptrict.

A common feature of the carly centres of tho culd
of yokodis should not be overldoked. They were cituatod on
the top of hills. @ccording to tradition Holecarya, tho
originator of the cult of Jvelemalini, propitinted the
goddops on the iilogirs h&ll. (32) Hoot of tho Jaina
tomplos in Tamilnadu were on hill top. In Kercla also
the early centres are in the hilly regiome like Tirucdﬁré??u
tnd Kellil removed far avay from the fertile pleins., It
has been observed that 'tentric survivels are norc notic -
able in the poripheral arcas then in tae hyort of LDrehmoenicel
contres., (33) 7The above montioned centrop are all far avey

iron Bhohmpnicol Setlemento vhich verc situntod invoriebly
in tho feortile pgricultuxcl rogions.

(31) voocai, op. cit., p.69.

(32) Ibvid., p.73.

(33) 1.8, Sherepn, 'lotoricd fidldicu of Tentricicm' in
Indicn Sdeiotys Historicel probinsm, p. 107.
Prof., Sharma io cpecking cbout tho moero level of
tho vholo of India but this ecems to bo applicablo
to the niero level of douth Indic, ospecielly

Temilnedu cnd Korelo oico.
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In tho lotor period ve pre nmorc centroeo of
yekol vorshio Coming up in the pleins. One ocuch contzo
io ot Paruvcdderi in the Pelphat District. 4An inage of
Cendraprabha {irthenkera vhich vas formerly instclled in

tho central shrine is nov removed to an out enclogurc vhore

ho roccivos vorship as 5§ata or Ayvappa. <he feomalo doity,
probably Jvalamalind vho is the attendiﬁé doity of
Chandreprabha, ip vorshipped es Bhesovaeti. 44 Iilomporur

in the Kottoyem Bistrict e ggggi is cnshrined in o tomple
usuclly known as Pellibhagavati temple. The invoking hymn
of this deity provoes béyond doubt that this vas a yokoi.(34)
diddhayie in the Kallil temple is worghipped by lcenl Hindus
as Bhassvati or lurss dbut the Jains from Cocidin end Alleppoy
come hore and pay their homages to this deity as a zggg_.

Aport from theso independent chrincs for Yaksio,
sevoral Hindu temploe in Cochin ond Central Travencoro hovo
Ygggia a8 subordineate deitios oither enshrined in goparoto
enclosures outoiic tho Contral ghrine or instclled comovihicro,
ponctimos in tho man?aga, front porech, in o promiront ploco,

oo in tho cnoo of Tiruvelle Yomplo. (35)

- — 1y -
(33) “LAiALT IDLB 1. mmg_g.ﬁ:mm;u}h'rm:" meening I bou ¢o

the zggg; vho ip attiEGGKEA vhite zobo.

(35) “ue nggg in the Tiruvalla tcaple io roforioa to -
0o Layiyc i or Hahgxgk?i i1 o copper plato inceri-
piion wvhiceh is attributed to tho 12¢%h, 135th contury
Ade poe TAS, Vol IX, pt. III, p. 163, 4.412.
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From the above survey it is clecy thot tho
revivoligtic movemonts of early ledieval Jainism in South
India reoched Kerale with all 4its choractoriotic featuros
like “emple vorenip, Bhalti devotionnlisn and tentricicm
1iko the cult of yaksap and yakols, Penplo, o8 o Bhalti
tisseminating contre, played en inportart role in the
Jaina ordcer. 4 perusal of the Jaine reborde in Eorele
tould show that the Joina temples ectewu as a centre of

social, culturel and eeqncmic'activitiec;

The first ani foremost function of a tomplo 4is
to provide the common poople a religious contre for VO
chip. Tho Jaina centres both ecrly and later vero such
places vi.h temples of Jaina deities.(36) for comson follk,
religious belief is based on rituals performod at ouch controo
vhere images of gods are insptalled and the rituels voro

part and parcel of the cult of Bhakiil which vas ¢ cheractori-

stic feature of medieval Jeinigm. The inperlpticns yicldod
by various Jaina sites in Keralae give us gomc 4dce of covercl
ritos pertormsd in tho Jain templeo in lorelo. ¥0loN:idvw
ptono inscription of ¢ 9th century A.D. roiecre to such a
rito 1,0, lighting o lcap for yakpa. (37) Auothor rocoxd

of cbout the came perlod rogisters a grent for tvo porpo tucl

(36) Tor idontificotion ané diceription of Joine citeo
in Rozeln sce Appondizn II.
(37) 9ce Supre Chepior II,noto 51,
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lamps in the temple at Kinalur. (38) According to another
inseription of 1606 AJD. the Jeina chiefo ot Earkole offored
a number of mapls to a bagtl in Uyned. (39) Joins attech
nuch importence to the lamp offering to Jaina deitioes.
Jaina Canonical texts and Puranag like Paramérthaprekids
and Padmagur@gg of early medie;al period ordain Jakno

devotees to make arrangements for the eight fold worship
amonsg which lamp is an impdrtant component. (40)

e get a fairly detailed account of daily offeoringe
made in a Jaine temnle from the Nagercoil recorus of |
Bhutalevirs Udaya Merthanda Varma of the Year 1506 A.D. (41)
Tle se recordp reglister scveral grants made by thc king to
the Jaina monastery at lagercoil in difierent yecers bogine
ning from the Kollem year 681 (=1506 i.D.). According to
these gronts arrangements werc made by the donor <for dally
offering of Poyasam (sweet vice) in t.o morning end sacred

lamp ond rice offering &t ncon. Apart from theso, gnriand,

(38) Sec Supra, Ch. II, Hote 54.
(39) Ii.R. Xogheva Verier, The Varadur Jain Inscxription
of Jzka 10606 Ji8, 1976 Vecenbor.,

(40) Percmértheprokaga, v. 168, p. 312; Podnepurdna,

pto I. clie 149 T 92"‘3, P 3’3-
(31) IAS, VI, pte. I, p.155 £f, Tho kind 1s deccrided
as the oceonior membor o. the Ciraviy fomily vhich

vac the rulers of Venad,
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\
rosewator, camphor aldd saphron were aloo offered on Sundays
in the month of Tai, (42) The Kinalur inscription is another
record which gives us some more valuable details about the
daily ritunls in a Jaina temple, Sandal paste and flower
garlands wore offered daily in addition to perpetual hﬁis.
The rite of 5ribali was also obscrved daily. An interesting
piece of information supplied by this inscription is that |
arrangomoents wvere made for a dally offering of umbrella,

Hedieval Jain texts like Paramdrthoprakasa end Vasunandi

Sravakacara praise the offerings of incence, flower, unbollcd
rices, swcots and umbrella as meritorious deed. (83) A
pocullarity of this kind of rituals ig that they are in

one way or other related to some mythological beliefs., It

is the aythological concept that gives the religious beliofso
and.rttuala thelr character, Even iconographic features of
certain gods and pgoddesses are bascd on the mythology as in
the cases of Yaksi padmbvati and Yoloa Dharahendra, who aro
the attendant deities of Parsvandtha, The worship of perconol

gods can be introduced only after thc omergence of the

(42) Ibid., pp. 157-9.
(43) Porcmerthaprokdsa, v. 168, p, 312; Vesunandi

Sraveokacara, vv., 483-92, pp. 135-6.
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mythological concepts of gods, deuigods and attendant
deities., ZIElsborate rituals of individuvd gods are formed mn
the basisof these concepts and belicfs, The rituals becoae
in their claborate nature the instruldent which strengtens

and renews the religious conviction, (44)

One of the important énaracteristics of the medicval
South Indian Bhakti revivaiism is fts tendency to employ
artistic devices which vere later institutionalised in the
dissemination of Bhakti through temples., The mass media of.
music and donce vere used in.the propagation of Bhakti dew -
tionalisa and such media were common to all religious., tmile
the Bhaxkti movement utilized the potentials of art for propo-
ganda, the art on its part helped Bhekti to take root in tho

society.

Artiétic performances like music and dance were
comnon to the medieval temples of South India. The pre~
sence of such activities in medieval Jailna temples shows
that Jainico had become a popular religion, This obsor-
vation is supported by eminent swiological thinkers who
have pointcd out that 'mass religion' is frequenfly and
directly dopendent on artistic devices for the required
potenc& of its effects, since it is inclined to make concoow

sions to tihec needs of the masaes which everywhere tend to

(44) Por a detailed discussion on the ritual aend
cerclonial aspects of religion se: Helville J,
Herckovits, Cultural Anthropology, Delhi, 1974,
pp. 210=33,
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"

foreward oagic and idolatry'. (45)

Inspite of the extreme limitations of our sourcos,
we have o fow references to some of the recreational aspoctso
of the mcdioval Jaina temples in Korala, The Kin@lir ins=
cription, cwong various daily offerings, refers to EKuttu,
dance for wiich certain amount of paddy was set apart. (46)

This intercoting reference to KUttu reminds one of the similar

' practice vhich was prevalent in the medieval Brahmenical

temples in Scuth India, Sometimes tho performance was

based on Sonskrit dramas for example, Keliyankam kuttu,

the fourth act of the Sanskrit play Balacarita, which is
usually attributed to the celebrated author Bhasa. (47) Thio
kind of activities have been viewed as a powerful medium
thropgh which Brahmanical idees, ideals and mythological con.
cepts were propagated among the masscs, (48) However, our
gources do not provide us any cluc to infer upon the mture
and character of the Eﬁgﬁg perfeaances referred to in tho
record. But it is interesting to note that the perforiannce
of music and dance in temple was not unknown to the Jains

of mcdiovol South India, Varangacarita shows that musie

(45) Ibia,

(46) Supro Chapter II, note 51,

(47) 2a3, I1I, pt. I, p. 267. Vinternitzs RVRIB, V, pt.I,
pp. 10-11, K.R, Pisharody, IHQ, 19, 1925 pp., 238 ff,

(48) Por ¢ discussion on the templc dance in Kerala
pe2 k.G.S. Narayanan, ggganiéation in Kerala,
Trivendrum, 1972, p. 43ff,
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and dance were items which were condidered important in tho
evoning worchip. (49) Padmapurana clso descrbbes music and
danco perforiued in the temples as meritorious offerings by
vhich tho dovotee gains eternal bliss. (50) Epigraphicel
cvidences also go to prove that the performance of dance with
musical accoipaniments were prevalent in Jaina temples in
the early medioval period, In one of such instances a
Rastrakuta KEing donated a village to make provisions for
danceps and drummers, (51) An inscrption in Kalugumali in
Tirunelvelil District records that a certain image was cauged
to be aadc by Tirucd&ragattu Kurattikal for the narit of
cortain Liittan Kaman of Perusbdfir in Kéttir Nadu, evidetly
a dancer who was in sole way or other connected with
Tiruccarannttu melai. (52) Dancing hallsw were also attaciod
to Jain donasteries as attested by a Sravagabe}go}a epigraph
which refers: to a nritalaya, dancing hall, constructed by

o cértain cetti in f;ont of the Nasora Jinmlaya. (53)

The. sacred procession dubing the daily eribali
rituals and festivals cnducted on cortain occesions has ;0%
so@e recrcational value, According to the Kinalur inscrpps iom

arrangcdcats werc made to set apart paddy for the purposo.

(49) Verohsacarita, ch, 23, v.10, p.221,

(50) Padmapurﬁga, pt. II, ch., 32, v, 171, p. 98,
(51) EC, IX, pp. 44-5.

(52) supra, chapter II, note 21,

(53) ¢, 11, no. 457.
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From contomporary sources it is learnt that in Brahmmiaml

teauples the privali rituals were accompanied by druduers

and musicians etec, (54)

Festival celebrations form part of important
entertainapnt itews in temples, There were many such ccch-
sions when the community as a whole assembled in the
tewple and took part in varidus activities, sacred as w2 ll
as secular, The consecratién days of fhe deities of a
temple scems to be such an occasion on which special rituals
were obscrved and offerings were asde. From our sources
it appears that the canseération day of the temple at
Tirukugavay, which was'the model for mat of the Jaina teupleo
in Kerala, was one among such occasions. This is onlya
surmisc arrived at by the fact that donations to come of
the medieval Jaina temples like thaf in Talekkavu in south
Wynad and Kipélﬁb in Calicut District vere made secemingly

on the coansccration day of Tirukkunavay.,

Vrdcika vilakku, the laa» festival in the month

of Vgébika (November) is a celebratlion mentioned in our
sources, = Lo Kipélﬁr inscription rofers to this festival
and sets npart certain landed property for the purpose.
That the loup festival in the monta of Vgébika was popular
in Kerala during this period is clear from the contcaporary

epigraphic cnd literary sources. he Soler month of Vrscika

(54) Ragen Gurukal, Socio Economic Role of Kerala Temple

(un_iblibhed i, Phil, dissortction, JiTU) Delhi, 1973,
Pe 108.
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is almost the same as Karttika., Thic was consfidered to dbe
sacred for burning hundreds of laaps in houses and te@pls a.

The festival of Vrscikavilakku, also known as Karttika

vilakkku wao considered by Vaisnavites as a favourite

occasion Tor Sri Krsna, Padmasamhita, a medieval

Sanskrt toxt states that during tuioc festival laaps werv
1it 4in hundreds and thousands.on valls and porches and
towers. (55) 1In the Padmanabhasvaai Temple at Trivandrem
two laups were offered by a devotece for the shrine of
miruvgxasgatiggi§}a. the child of Aub3ai, i.e, sri

Krgna, (56) Kollur Hatham records of 1189 A.D. tellg us
that twenty seven and a half large mezsures of paﬁd;; foar
measures of rice, fifteen measures of o0il and one palam
(1/3 of a pound) of thread, one hundrecd betel leaves and
24 arecanuto were allotted for the occasion of this festi-
vel, (57) In the Tiruvalla Temple, one of the biggost
teaplds in nedieval Kerala special offerings were made m
the ocasion., (58) This festival can be traced back o the
Cankam poriod. An Akam song describes how people observed
it. In tiisc song the heroine conforts herself that her
lover would Jjoin her in the festival that would b cele-
brated by wony after the dggs of cultivation erc over in

(55) duotcd by E.V. Subremanya Iyer, PAS, IIXI, pt. I,
PDe (.4"50

(56) I3id.
(57) 2A3 Iv, p. 46ff, 11 60-65.
(s8) Ioic., II, pt. 1, 1.267.
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the anciont victorious city, by hencing Gp garlands and
lighting lomps in the strezts on that bright wmidnight vhen
the moon would be full enouzh to reveal the rabbit (the
shadow in the moon) in a clear sky with the constellation

of Rarttika. (59)

From the Jataks stories we understand that the
Karttika lomp festival, which was popular all over India,
was held on the full moon day and that the king went round
the city in a procession on t:is occasion, (60) From very
early tiJdc. onwards Jains also celebrated this festival,
The Kadaubp King Ravivaorma issued an ordinance that the
festival of Jinendra lasting for eight days should be celb-
brated rc_ularly every year on the full moon day ofthe
month of {orttika and for this purpose he set apart the
rovenue frow the village of Purukhota. (61) It is intere-
oting to note in this connection that cccording to the
Padmagurﬁéa of Ravisena, the rin rotreat of Jain @onks whidh
otarts from@ the full moon day of ﬁqﬁQha ends on the full
moon day of Karttika. (62) During this season the monks
lived in ccves or on the banks of rivor or in a Jehn temple,

Henco tho iuportancoe attached to tuis festival by Jains,

(59) &kzﬁEﬁﬁrg, 141. See also ..., Raghava Varicr,
Tewpnlc Festivals in tiedieval Herala, JKS, V, March,
1373, pp. 53-9,
(60) 2.3. Coucll, The Jatakas, Vol, I, London, 1957, p.2¢1.
(61),1a, VI, Do. 22, p. 27,
(62) 2:0acypurena, pt. I, ch. 22, v. 66, p. 463 and
v. 3, p. 464,
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Religious cer:-monies such as festivals and pro-
cessions provide opportunity for sroup worship, It has
been suy ;cuted that the firsgt effects of ielig;ous cerge-
monies arc to put the membersjpf a particular belief-group
into action, to multiply the relation between them and to
make thea wore intimate wth one another by uniting themw ith
a comwon conviction, By celebrating corcmonial rituals
*man's thoughts are concentrated upon their conmon beliefs,
traditions and the memory of their ancestors - in a word;
upon social things"., (63) Ceremoiinlism, undoubtedly, is
a powerful agent in uniting people whibh is evident froa
its very coumon and wilful particlpation of the members Hf
the socicty. Thus the recreational aspects of the religious
centres of Jains in Kerala attracted people into their £> 14,

By various activities both sacred and secular,
the medicval temple in South India was a community centro
 and those of the Jains are no exception. Ve have seen that
the Jaina tomples in Kerala are located on conjuctural trade
routes, I:1s fact would indicate that these centrcs posoibly
sorved the purpose of inns or teuporary restin_ ploces for
itinerary trecding groups. Donation of landed property to
Jain roligious institutions by kin_ o and chieftains impldceo
that a ocction of the common tillors and other labomrers,

however ginll wight be their numbor, wore attached to tho

(63) Ealle Durkheim, Elementary Jorms of Relipsious Lifo,
Pe :43 £f.
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temple, Mirough the 'landed property and the revenue froam
them royal porsonages and local bodics were also in toud
with the tcople, (64) Apart froam these, groups of pilgrias,
both wonkto and laity seew to have visited temples from tiag
to tidc. The Kinalur Inscription states that arrangements

wvere made for one akkiram (agram), food for one brghmin afd

two ﬁECg?ams (bhojeangn, literally ucans food) daily. (65)
From our"nourccs the actual technical difference betveen
agram and Dhojanaw is not clear but as they are différently
stated it cen be assumed that food wos served from the
teaple for different sections of people, Thus the Jaina
tcaples in medieval Kerala attractod various sections of
people e:listing participation of various social groups

and thercby cxtending the benefits of the religion &o
differnnt strata of the soclety, On the one hand # link:d
itself with the ruling elite by holding landed property and
attracting wercantile groups. On the other hand it attracted
the couadon folk by adopting and assgimilating their cults
and arran;ing entertainments for them from timeto time,
They also attracted pillgrims and become parts of the
roligious network which was a powerful medium for the
propagation of the religion. That $he temples acted‘as

coil.unity ccntres is clear from all these facts.

(64) This proble2 has been dealt wvith in detail in the
provious chapter,
(65) 11’ 46-470
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The material basis of the Jalna temples in

Kerala was provided by generous patrons, mostly members

of the ruling families in the forls of grants andi donations,

A grant of Arappan Kulici alias Kuruuporai says that forty

potis of poddy from his portion of lad in Kantapuranm,

Hutakkaraiyur and Painkantattiir was made over to the

.temple ot Kupavﬁynallﬁr to meet various expenses. (66)

Bhutalavira Udayamarttanda Varss, the King of Travancore

is known to have donated vast areas of paddy flelds to the

Nasarkovil temple and the land was entrustcd with two asaétics

of the teuple, Kamalavahana Pandita end Gunzira Pandita.

This grant is termed as Palliccantém, meaning a donation

]

to a non-vcdic religious institution, (67)

Jaina religious institutions were supported by
mercantile groﬁps like Narpattennayiraover as testifdéd by

the Té&ckkévu stone inscriptions. (63) This record says

(66) o, 14 of 1901, ARIE, S11 VII no. 174, p. 74.
ilalovar ipnuel II, App. XXI, p. CCC XXIII, 11, 10-15.
(67) 215 VI, pt. X, pp. 153ff, Dogarcoil formed part &F
tac crstwhile Travancore stato, oce also TAS, I,
p. 194 and II, pp. 127-9.
(68) Saypyre, chapter II note 54, IThe toxt given by Prof.
au,Go.be Harayanan wao prepared by an eye copy given by
the present writer. The incouplete text was pudld shed

in Cultural Symbiosis, Trivaondrum, 1972, p. 75. The

"eouCnto made in this digssertrtion are based on o

co.ilete text prepared by tac present author,



112

that the bodyr of Harpattennayiravar, having constituted
cndowed @ lamp for the Yaksa, a certain awount of land was
set apact for the purpose, The body of NErgattennaxiravar
occurs in the imscription of Alattur also, 1In this recerd
this body 1s present along with certain other officials at
the tide of making eme arrangements regerding the temple
properties, Commenting on the word Narpattenn@yiravar,

K.G. Krishnan says that they are apperently a body of
laymen but from the Talekkavu inscription it is clear that

they werc merchants, (69) The Alattur record alco shows

that the vody of Narpattennayiravar had some important

roles to play in the administration of the teaple,

The property owned by the Jaina temple was called
'Devaswadat, (70) Generally the land made over to the
temples aypears to have been exemfpted from taxes. The
Governor and the temple servants are warned against
receiving any income from the (property of the) deity of
Tiruvannur., (71) The Alattur record prevents the prpperty
from bein; misappropriated (pugavu) matgaged (gggi),
pledged (ga?aigam) or paid of as find (32%255)° (72)

(69) K.C. Krishnan, Tirukunavay end the ingeription of
Alattur, JKS, I, serial 1, July 1973, p.30,

(70) 220 of 1895 ARIE, SII, V¥, no. 734 (1836) p.338, 9.6.

(71) 11 5-6 of the same inscription,

(72) &.". Erishnan, op. cit., p. 23.
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The safety and preservation of the economic rights of the
Jaina reli, ious institutions were ;usranteed by the donoro
or the teaple authorities as the case may be, under moral
threats as well as penal measures, iilsappropriatbon or
alienation of any kind of the temple property was held as

a heinous crime in the imprecatory portions of the Jaina
inscriptions. Alattir record states that those who trens-
gress the arrangements made by the authorit2es shall incur
the sins of having defied the order of Tirukkupavéy, having
slayed sy es, brahménas and cows, (75) The records from
Tiruvannur and Talekkavu also have same injunctions which
equate the obstructbrs of the respective errangements as
th8se who obatruct the Tirukkunavay temple. Apart fromt
the w©oral threat the obstructors hod to remit fines to the
temple, Ziruvannur recbrd fixes the fine to be remitted

by the transgresser as 25 Kaigﬁ]us of gold. (74) Kinalur
inscriptions says that the defaulter shall be removed from
his right if he fails to act according to the agreement.(%4)
Protection of the temple property is often entrusted with

some local yroups like Arunurruvar, Elunnurruvar etc, who

- "

had to sz~ that the agreement betwocn the authorities anml
the tenonto are obeyed correctly. (75)

(73) Ivid.

(74) Sz<c as T0 above,

(75) 14 of 1901 ARIE., SII, VII, no. 174, p. 74, 11 26,
49, 50,
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The land donated to the tcmple was leased out o
individuals as well as groupe‘or group leaders by the
temple autihorities, The income from such lands would
be utiligod for various teaple expenses like lighting
laaps, performing daily rituvls and conducting various
offerings., For example a private individual called
Cattanarukkioti, literally meaning the slave of Cattanar
was appointed as the tenant for the land donated by Aramaon
Kufici alios Kurumporai. Similarly a certain cattan
Cirikantan was appdinted as tenant of the Tevakinatal
Compound who would conduct the Vriccikavilakku in the

teaple having enjoyed the tenancy of the above said
compound. (76)

Though the actual tillers are not mentioned in
our records, the vast area of land dbrought under cultivatim
prosupposed a large numlber of lsbourers, Apart from the
a riculturcl labourers and tenants attached to the temple
propertios some temple servants are also mentioned in our
sources, Tl.e inscription fra Tiruvopnur mentiono Poduval,

Ulgﬁdu gggyumavan and Paniyutaiyavaral. From contemporary

Hindu te.ple inscriptions with siailor designations, it is
learnt taxt Péduva} was the general socretary of the templc
and Ulpadu Coyyumavan or U}gééén woo the officer who looked
after the internal affairs of the tcuwple., (77) Baniyutaiyo~
vgqa} deaote temple pervants in gcuneral, )

(76) Ivid,
(77) R&Jx.n Gurukkal, _02. 2&., p047.
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Tho Kiattur record mentions psoic other naBes

such as 2oti, Pataulilam, Attikosad, Sirrattani and Atikanafr,
Unfortunntcly the exact duties and functions of these ser-
vants or _roups of servants are not known, However the

group of paitamulam occurs in conteuporary as well as 1l& or

records and the work connotes the temple servants, (78)

Our sourccs are silent about the remuneration paid to the sce
servanto., HNevertheless, it can be inferred that tho templo
gervants ecrnoed their livelihood from the income granted

by the teaple, Thus the system prevailed in these reli-
glous institutions served the purpose of distribution of

woealth adong various groups within tlhe soclety.

The temple authorities who weilded considerable
contrel over the lands granted to the temples acted as
landed intermediaries between the donors and the tenants,
Thus we c¢2n see sole traits of feudal system in the Jaina

teaple adwinistration. (79)

ho records which mention rold as fine to be
romltted by the obstructors would lead to the assuaption

that teajlcc had gold in their control. Howover, the

(73) 39 of 1896, 110 of 1910, ARIY..

(79) i.., Sharaa has suc eoted thcijsith the grants of Loud
froo {rom royal interference the Buddhist teupleo
srcu into later mathas which agsumed a feudal
character, This scems to bo applicable to the South
Indien Jain tcaples of medieval period., R,S, Shar ag,
Li, htg_on Farly Indian Socicty end Econofly, p. 150.
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income from fines and other penal moasures are quite un-

" predictable and far from regular source, But we have some
references of gold received dy temples as offering.
Tiruccanattu Bhagﬁriyar (the goddess of Tiruccanattu Halai)
received 15 kaigﬁ;ua of gold froz Gunandangi Kurathiidl,

a deseiplc of Arattaneal Bhatérar of PSrayakkuti. (80)

The donation is for offering aravikkattapggg for the deity
and the offering shall be made with ige in&erest out of
this gold, This record seems to be scignificant in more
than one aspect, Firstly it implies that gold money tranc-
action of some kind or other took place in the temple, The
temple wao able to receive interest only when the amount

is invested for some profitable purpose, Prbably the gold
must have been lent to some mercantile group of Jains whp
visited the place from time to time, The Tiruvag@ﬁr ins
cription referred to above mentions Faliyathu Kannan Kanton,
Governor of Iramavalanadu as one who had some claim for
goe yold {rom the deity of Tiruvaggﬁr. (81) However,

the Tiruvaicur inscription rejects the cleim and stateo
that no ofIicial shall receive any Lind of amount from

the teaplec,

The above records clearly schownthat the Jain
temples werc involved in economic activities such as

receiving lznd and leasing out thoa for cultivetion,

(80) £Ag, 1I, pt. II, p. 126,
(81) 220 of 1895 ARIE, II. 4-5.
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Regular income from the land was accepted by the temples,
The records phow that the temples had control over gold
also, It weso elther invested in some profitable trans-
actiois or lent to the needy peoplec recoiving interest

out of it. This is quite in keeping with the practiice of
the medieval temples of South India, The economic acti-
vities of the temples on the oné hand brought certain
sections of society unde;}the control of the temples with
certain duties and rights. On the other hand it served ag
a wealth diotributing agency through whmhh the wealth accudu-
lated by the temples was distributed among various groups
of people in its fold, It was a necessity of those scctiono
to stick on to the témple which was the pivotal centre
having control over land and gold which were the two Rain

formg of wcalth.

LB O IR 2N O W 4
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APPENDIX~-I
A
I

Tiruccanattu mala near Eulittura in
Vilavankod Taluk, Trivandrum District.
Gunandangl Kurattikal, desciple of
nrayyanémi Bhatarer of Perayakkuti,
Tiruccaranattu Bhotariyar

23th regnal year of Vikramaditya

Varaguna - 926 A.D.

Vatteluttu

Tamil

To register a gift of some glden ornaaento
to the deity in the teuple at Tiruccenattu
malali. The offering was to be made out
the interest froam the gold given by
Gugandéﬂgi Kurattikal,

TAS Vol 1II, Part II, pp. 125-26.
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11
Place : Kinalur in Quilandi Taluk, Calicut District.
Donor : Arappan Sufici alias Kurumporal
Donee ' s Tirukkaliyappaderar
Date t 189th year after comsecration of

ﬁirukké}iyappa§£bar (1083 A.D.).

Seript L Vagge}pttu

Language s Tawmil showing characteristic of carly
Halayslam,

Purport 8 To register a base of some land to

Cattandrukkati of Tiruvaficilkkulam who i
to pay for varioms offerings in the teaplo

such as Sribali, santi, Kuta (umbrella=

perhaps the triple tier umbrella), Kuttu
(dance), sandal paste, flower garland ctc,
perpetual laup 1s mentioned as an important
iten, Vfébikavi%akku is mentioned in tho
record for which cortain amount of paddy
is set apart, Arrangefents werc made for
onc Agram (food for Brahmins) and two
Bho janem (perhaps food for ascetics).

Ref : 1) HMalabar Hanual, II App., XXI, CCOXXIII

2) ARIE Ho.14 of 1901.
3) SII VII p.T4. Uo. 174.
4) JIH XLVIII pt. III, p.691 £f,



Place
Donor
Donee

Date

Purport

Rof

120

111

Pambra in S. Vynad Taluk, Calicut District,
Thakkura Kikate

voS- 1338 = 1286 AOD.

To record that the donor got a pancayatcna

made for the merit of a lady named Bhaku

and others belonzing to the Pragvata

comnunity. The inscription says that
the image was conscecrated by Ratnaprabhe

Suri son of Chandraprabha Suri,

ARIE - App. B. Ho, 239 of 1960-61,



Place
Donor

Donee
Date
Script

Languago

Purport

Rof

H

H

3

121

Iv

Tagerkoil, Hagerkoil District.
Udayamarttanda Varma, the King of Venad.

'Kéfa}a Narayanan alias Gugavira Pandita and

Jivakarudaiyen aliao Kamala Vhena Pandite,
218t Arppasi, Kollom 681 (1506-7 A.D.)
Tamil

Tamil mixed with Halayalam,

To register some gifts made by tho donor as
Pa%}iccandam to mect the expenses faor the
offerings to be made in the Jain temple,
Several pieces of land in Hulayannurparru in
Haefjinad was given tothe two priests whose
names are given above, The offerings include
payasas (sweep rice) for morning worship,

oil for sacred bath and for lamp and rice
offering at noon end night and garland,
rosewvater, camphor, Saphron etc., on Sundays

of the month of Tai,

TAS VI, part I, p. 157-59, no. 115.



Placé

Donor

Donee
Date
Script
Language

Purport

Ref

122

Hagerkoil, Hagerkoil District.

The King (Udayamarttanda Varma) staying in
the palace belonging to Aditya Varma Annan
in Ayeppillaipputtur.

KamalaVah&napandite and Guga#irg fag@ita.
Kollam 692, (1517 A.D.)

Tamil |

Tamil

To rejister gift of land for providing
offering at morning, noon and night and

for special offering on Sundays.

TAS VI, pt. I, pp. 159-60, no. 116.



Place

Donor

Donee
Date
Seript
Language

Purport

Ref

123

vl

Hagerkoil, Nagerkoil District.

The King of Venad (Udayamarthanda Varua)
/oo —
camping in the housc of Singapperumal at

devval .

Kamalavahena Pandita and Gunavira Paggité
20th Markali, Kollam 692 (1517 4.D.)
Tamil

Tamil

To regiéter gift of 1mAd as palliccandan

and money for various offerings like

éﬁttuppédi, garlands, oil for sacred bath

of this image and rice offering,

TAS VI, pt. I, p.16%, no, 117.



Place

Donor

Donee

Date

Script
Language

Purport

Ref

(2]

[ 14

124

ViI '

Nagerkoil, Nagerkoil Distiict
The King (of Vénad, Vdedarthandavarma
Couping at Sucindraa,

Kamalavahana Pandita and Gunavira Pandita,

7th day in the month of Masi Kollam 694
(1519 A.D,).

Tamil
Tamil

To register a gift of 15 mas of land in
géravan mé@egi as Palliccandam. The taxco
such as Kadamal, Upadi, Viniyogam, Komuraim adu

etc. were exempted on these lands.

TAS, VI, pt. I, pp. 162-63, no, 118,



Place

Donor

Donee

Date

Script
Language

Purport

Ref

[

(23

125

ViII.

Nagerkoil, Wagercoil Distrioct

éankaranarﬁyagqg Venruzan kabda Bhutalavira

_Udayéﬂérttaggavarma of Jayatuhganadu,the

senior member of Ciravay family,
Gunavira Pandita and Kemalavdhane Pandita,

11¢h day_in the month of Cittirai Kéllam
696 April 7th, Sunday 1521 A.D.

Tamil
Tamil mixed with faloyalan

To register a gift of land for the expensos

for the mid-day worship in the name of

— - o /
Viracirttandan Sznti,

s+ TAS, VI, pt. I, pp. 164-5, no. 120.



X
Place t Tagerkoil, Nagerkoil Digtrict.
Donorx 3 The King Camping in the house of

/. —
Oempakavanapperwlﬁ} at Sendanceri Agaran,

Donec '+ Kamala Vshena Pandita and Gunavira Pandite
Date t 25th day of,...eee Kollam 696.

Script s Tamil

Language : Tamil

Purport 3 To register a gift of land as Pa:}}iccantam

for the expenses of providing offering
perpetual lamp,

Ref s TAS, VI, pf. I, p.163, no. 119.



Place

Donor
Dohee
Date
Sceript
Language

Purport

Ref
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Hagerkoil, Hagerkoil District.

The king.

Kamalavihena Pandita and Gugavira Pandi ta
EKollam 697 (1522 A.D,)

Tamil

Tamil

To register a gift of land for offering

x -
Sapvaprayascitta (purification ceremony),

Remitted certéin taxes due to be levied on
the la-ndg

TAS, VI, pt. I, p. 165, no., 121,
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Place ¢ Varadur near Panamaram in N, Vynad Taluk,

Cannanore District.

Donor ¢ Lalitappa the grand son of Bommarasa in the
Kérké}a Palace basti,

Donee $ Various temples in Vynad

Date : é;ka 1606 equal to 1684 A.D.

Seript 3 Kannéd;

Language | H Kemeada

Purport $ Qo register grants of various puja equipmeato

to different Basadis in Vynad, The Basadio
mentioned in this record are Arepati, Hanncrelu
bigi, Bennegodu, Puxtaﬁgadi, Hoséﬁgadi and
Ph"iagu;xgu, all in ¥, VWynad, Among these
Arepati is now extinct. Hapgeragubigi noy
be identified with the basadi at Suitan'u
Battery, in South Vlynad, Calicut District,

Ref: JKS, IHC Special No, Dee, 1976.



Place

Donor
Donee
Date
Seript
Language
Purport

Ref

L L

129

XII

Kalpetta, South ifynad, Calicut District.

Muttamma Kovil

Puttaﬁgadi Basadi

1704

Vatteluttu (1éter)

Halayalsn

To register a grant of land to the Basadi.

JKS, IHC Special no., Dec, 1976.



Place

Donorx

Donce
Date
Seript
Language

Purport

Ref

s Tiruccagagtu maglai near Ku%}ttuga in

Vilavankdd Taluk, Trivandrum District.

t Chattan Varagunan (Varagumathe student or
desciple) of Pattini Zhatarar of

Tirncdéragattu male,

t Undated ¢, 9th Century sharacters

® W .

t Vatteluttu

$ Tamil

¢ To record the carving of an image in the

cave tepple at Tiruccanattu mala,

t TAS Vol II, part II, pp. 125-6,



Place

Donor
Donec

Date

Sexript

Language

Purport

Ref:

131

I

‘Talekkavu, in Putati near Pulpalli in

South Vynad Taluk, Calicut District.

Narpattemnayiravar

Yakga in the temple

159th year of Tirukkunavayattévar 9th

cent, A.D.
Vatte%uttu
Tamil

To register a grant of land at Kutampati
and Hakarporal for a2 perpetual lamp
for the xaksa. \

JIH, ZIVIII, pt. IIi, Dec. 1970.



'Place

Donor
Donee
Date
Seript
Language

Purport

Ref

132

{
11X

Tiruccanattumalai near Kulittura in
Vilavankdd Taluk, Trivendrum District,
Ajjenandi Adigal

Tiruccanattu Cave Temple

Undated. 9th-10th cent. A.,D, Characters
Ya??e}uttu

Tamil

To record the carving of an imege of the
Yaksi Ambika

t TAS, Vol 1T, part II, p. 126,
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N
Iv

Place $ Tiruccanattumalai neer Kulittura in
Vilavanké¢ Taluk, Trivandrum Distrigt.

Donor $ Uttnandi Adigal

Ddnee H Tirﬁccﬁpattu Cave Temple

Date $ Undated -~ 9th-10th cent. A.D. characters

Script ¢ Vatteluttu

Language = : Tamil

Purpors : To record the carving of an image hailing

from Kattampalli monastery at Tirunedumpurai,



Place
Donor

Donee
Date
Seript
Language

Purport

Ref

134

Tiruccanattu malai near Ku%ittuga in

Vilavankod Talk, Trivandrum District,

ﬁﬁ@ﬁi@%ﬂbf&@mﬁi%mﬂuy
at Tirunarungmdai,

Piruccanattu cave temple,

Undated. 9th-10th century chxracters
Vatteluttu

Tamil

To record the carving of an image at’
Tiruccanattu hill, Tirunarungondai in
Tirukkoyilur Tolik in South Arcot District,
Hadras State, It hao rotained ite importance
as a Jaina pilgrimagse centre.

ARIE 1939-43, pp. 1-Z2¢ and 272-3.



Place

Donor

Donee

‘Date

Seript

Language

Purport

Ref

]

130
VI

Kavasseri in Alattir Taluk, Palghat District

Undated, 10th Century characters,

Vatteluttu

Tamil

To register an agrecment by several bodieo

like Narpattennayiravar, adhikarar of

Tirukkunavay, Attikodem, Cirratténi and tho

'agkiganmﬁb'of certodn palli, Ulaskkaloam

is mentioned as a levi'collected by the

palli. The meaning of At tikosam, Cirrattééi

)

ete are not known,

1) ARIE FNo., 238 of 1960 and p. 26.

2) JIB, XLIV, part 1I, pp. 537-43

3) JIH, SLVIII pt, III Dec. 1970, Pp. 6913
4) JKS, Vol I, Sl., Bo, 1 July 1973. pp. 27-32



Place

Donor
Donee

Date

Seript

Languagoe
Purport

H

>

Vi1

Tiruvannur near Calicut, Calicut Taluk,
Calicut District,

The 4th year oppositc to the fourth year of

the regnal year of Sri Irai Irayare c 11th

Cent. A.D;

Vatteluttu

Tamil showing characteristics of early Haloyolem,

To register an agreecment by Paliyattu Kannam
Kantan, the governor of Irama Valanadu,

Paniyudayavakal (officers), the Arunureuvor

(the six hundred), asnd the Hilalor (shadow
men, companions). -

Devaswam (temple property) and Brahmasgwam
(Brahmin's Property) aro mentioned in the

record, vhich are subordinate to the Six
Hundred, The local bodies mentionsd in the
record are the Six Hundred and Jilalor, Zcaple
servants mentioned in this record are U}gcﬂu
Ceyyumavan (the sanctum kceper?) and Poduvﬁ%
(General superviser or secretary)., Tirukuncvay
is montioned in thip rocord in connection with
the punishment to ti.ose who fallo toromove the

gréevances, Such people shall be deemed oo



137

those whé destruct the offerings at
Tir ukkugav;_w .

Ref t 1) 220 of 1895 ARIE, 3 JIH, XLVIII, part III,
Dec. 1970.
2) s11, v, 1926, No, 784, p.338.



Diptrict Poiuk Ploco fInturc of Dencdne Roferonco
f. Teivondren Vilovedkédo Chitral - Cave tomplo ond Sculptured 2.8 Vol I,
° Tirucconntiunnslol rockenclls, loose innses, pPp. 1932%
) inceriptions. 2AS. Vol II,

Soo pppondiz 4, [lo.

2. Lzackulcn  Poxmnbovoor Knllil Cove templo, sceulpiured A8 Vol, IX, pt.Xi,
{Huvettupugho) : roclis cnd loos? imogses pn. 12527,
5. Doloaes [1ngtae Kovoadbord, looco inngco, pillars, Sco eppondix A.
Chokyerthottoy  bocms crd on imseription . Dno.
4. Podchcd Polgact Joincscdu loocs imegeo of
Polziat Duniei-~ Tirthankoroo Yoleoo end
pality Yaltedio & nedorn tomplo
5. Peloict Polghot Iovgzenlottce e tmol) ohrip oad on .
Zonrod incge instollod 4in it
dipictl ng o Jino modli-
¢oting evador a te00
6. Polghot Polcank Poruvadeori & tomple ond g looco \RADC, $9356-37
inago o2 Chondrcperbha %‘h’né}
Y4pthonlnro. pleteo IV, V, VX
ad RVRID, VI
Do‘ia
Te-Colicut Colicut dravepror vith- 4n opoidcl ghedno cnd on Sco oppordix

in tho’eity linid.inceripilon in Votiolutin

f),. NO.




8. Colicut Colicut Doar 1ot Rallvay 4 circuvler chrim vith o o templo io
gote : - nofern templo oa tho old lmous as rytm
baeemont loosge innpges of Trikkovil. <ho
Tirthankaros ond on inpg- ingeription i
eribed imoge, attondant in Kennede geript.
doities,
9. Colicut Cuilendi Kinalur 4n inpcribed otone age appondix
. Nno.
10.Cnlicut 8, Uyned Chondragirt 'gioces of broken imoges a
noey Ealpotta noyr templo has beon build
up the top of this hill.
1t.Colicut J. Uyned Jina Cendrayye's tvo copper plate inseri- Seo appendix
house, ERalpette ption copios of semo A no. 20
rocord. .
12.Cnlicug 8, Uyned Kidannanaé A dilppidoted bostipillars  peo apponfiiz
Sulton's Bettori. with seulpturod Jing A no. 19
inages.
13.Cnlicut S. UYyned Pambra Egtato 4An ingeridéd imngo gmendix
no.
14.Calicut S, Uynea Pulpalli An insoribed stono goe oppondix
: 18loklava 4 no.t




Uyned

- A podorn Dapth various

15. Canncnorc 1. TopcdGe
noay Ponoparcd pujs equipments loose Sgongppggdix

irages 0f jines cnd ¢ *
attordont doities end an
ingeribed copper Dhorapitha.

16. Copnaonorc 1U. Uyned  Puttohgsdd Dilppidated rectenpuler

‘ Panamoarem shginougizh ggwniggga hall
: and sculptured pilloro.

TRepo soulptured pillars  ~OF gﬁpe?giz
‘dipict Jinng pticndont , * *
deities op well ap somo
Vaisnrovae images.

17. Cornonoroe  IN. Vyned Vennaydtu Ln 01d baeti loope impges  Sco appendix

Panamaren of Jinas and pttondont L Lo. 19.
‘ deoition. :
18. Cannanore [I. Uyned Palakunnu The old bastl and loose Soo appendix
: inages of Jinas end 4 no. 19,

attondent deitice

19. Cornenore 1. Yiynnd  Ilanantody 4 bas$i built on tho Seo cppendixn

: : {on tho uvestern renaino of an old one & no. 19

side of the river)

sculptured pillcrs and
beoms icons.
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