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Chapter I 

INTRODUCTION 

Interest in the study of Jainiam in Kerala. 

began in the last decade of the 19th century with the 

discovery and publication of some stono recorda. (1) 

Sino e then Jaina inscriptions from Keral.a. begon to appear 

in official publications like AQnual Report on South 6nd1gn 

Epigraph! and the llala.bar flgnual etc. ~ese publications, 

along 't-11 th some ne'~ findinas of orcha.eological and epi

graphical remains in different parts of Kerala formed 

pe.rt of the pioneering attempts to study the subjoct.(2) 

( 1 )· ~e inscription of Tiru,vannur temple uas notified 

in ARSIE as 220 of 1895. A translation of this· 

record baaed on a text prepared by Gundert 'tree 

included in 'l1illiam Lo5BD • s f.Ialatnr I-la,nual ( 1897) 

(in two volumoa) Vol II, App. XII, P• CXXII, No.4. 

i'ho Kinalur Inscription nae notified in ARcm PO 
4 

no. 14 of 1901. ~be AlettUr inscription vas included 

in tho same publication in 1908 as Uo.561. ~e toxt 

of l'iruvrup:ur record ·uas publiohod in SII, Vol V 

(1926), No.784, p.338. 

(2) T.A. Gopinatha Rao publiahod a dosoliptive study on 

the Buddhist and Jaina Voetieos in Travanooro in ~. 

Vol II, pp. 125ff. N.G. Unnithan pub11Shod a noto 
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Uore recently a nov line of enquiry based on literary 

evidences also attracted the scholars and historians to 

some other aspects of tho subject. ~his study relates to 

tho voll knoun Tamil epic Cilappatikaram and its roforenco 

to Kune.vayirkottam, a Jain tomplo or monaotel.'y. ~he Jaina . ., ~ 

character of tho uork is generally accepted. The attempts 

to locate the Jain tom:plo of Kll!la.viy in Kerala on tho basis 

of tho roforencos to it in medieval Jain inscriptions of 

Korala have kindled a fresh interest in the history of this 

faith in this region. 

!'lou thoori es and arguments were propounded ~Y a 

number of scholars about the epic and 1 ts author and tho 

location of tho famous temple of ~irukkunavay of the Jnina 
'> 

lithic records in Korala. (;) 

Tho pioneering tTork in the Ja1na studios in 

Kerala is that of T.A. Gopinatha.Rao who oxplorod tho 

Buddhist and Jaina vestiges in Travancore, edited tno ins

criptions at Chitrel and published descriptive articles on 

on tho Jcine rolieo at Alottur in JIH, XLIV., pt. II, 

PP• 5';7-43. n.a.o. narayanan brought almost all 

stono inscriptiono from ~alabar in one placo in ~. 

XLV.II.I, pt. III, Doc. 70, PP• 692-703. K.G. Kr!ohnen 

publiohed e cr.1t1oel noto on the Jr1attur inscription 

JKS, Vol I, July 1913, PP• 27-32. 
, 

( 3) Dr. s. ICriohnasuami Aiyengar, So ran V atY ji, p. 241 

T • ..~... Krishna 1-lonon, RVRIB, VII, Tho •Ve.nci Problom' t 
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tho Jaina relics in the southern part of Koraln 1 ne.moly, 

tho orsttJhile native states of ~avancore and Cochin. Hia 

studios of tho Cave tompl.oa of Tiruccal}ettu mala! e.t Obi tral 

in Southor.n Travancoro and Kallil noar PorumbavUr in Ernakulom 

District in the oaret~hilo Cocr~n State provided tho basis 

for moat of tho later scholars uho attempted to uork in this 

field. (4) In this study ho made use of iconosraphioal. and 

literary data to corroborate tho archaooloaical ae uoll as 

opigraphical evidences. ~hue Gopinatha Rae prepared tho 

ground uork for the ·study of Jainisn in Kerala .) A mcn t 

significant aspect of his uork was tho fact that ho noticed 

tho relation of Tiruocanatt\Jmalai uith other Jain oontroo . 
in South India. Hie study nae mainly confined to tho southern 

part of Xorala, probably for the reason that he use omployod 

in tho Travanooro state Archaeological Dopcrtoont and his 

main interest was in tho history and culture of that roaion. 

p .113; Elamlru.lem, Kokaso.ndeanm, CommoptO£Y • p. 55 J 

Ulloor a. Paremeet·rara Iyor, Korala ~Ohit:ro Ctu;itrom, 

Vol I, pp. 53-4; K.G. Kriohnon, op. cit. 

(4) Eirotly Gopinotha Rao published an inocription of tho 

28th reBUQl year of Varaauno uith tho Pnllycm plates 
• 

of VUtromilditya Vera~ of tho Ay Dynooty. ~A8 0 I, 

pp .193ff. A atuttr of tho Jaine and Buddhist rolico 

entitled "Buddhiot and Jninn Vootiaoa in ~avoncoro 

appeared in~, Vol II, PP• 125f~. 
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Profoosor Elamkul.em P .n. Kunjan Pillai, uho has 

done commendable t-1ork in reconstructing the socio-oconomic 

and cultural history of Korala, pm:ticularly tho histartJ 

of the Caras of I-lakotai or I·lahodayapura, has made some inci

dental obsorve.tiona and comments on Ja.inis.n in Korola. In 

addition to tho material. supplied by Gopinethn Reo, Elamltulam 

used aovoral dato. collected by himself f%om various other 

sources. His studios make it clear that he had a clear per

spoctivo of the development of the •heterodox' religions in 

South India in general and in Korala in particular. (5) 

Bo't·lovor, in his observations about Jainism in Kerala, ho 

hardly attempts to link it l·rith tho general trends in tho 

history of tho faith in South India. Perhaps this nos tho 

reason why he could not contribute an analytical study of 

the subject. 

After Elemkul.am, Profe: cor ll.G.s. Harayano.n has 

contributed to tho Jaina otudies by publiahina nou opi

grnphical data and oditine and ropubliBhina inocriptiono uith 

(5) l'or his obeorvotiona rnd rora1ar1ts on Jainism in 

Koraln aoo ~tudioo in Korelo Hiatobf, Kottoyem, 1972, 

pp. 104, 112, 257, 260ff. particularly 260ff. Some 

modern historieno havo oo.id that Prof. Elomkulcm has 

dono nothinc more then repoa.tina Gopinatho. Roo • a viens 

co far as Jairu.om io cbcernod. · Soo I-1ahavir Nirvfn 

Souvenir, Calicut University, 1974, p.38. Such a 

statement only shoua a lack of comprehension of tho 

ttork of either Pillai or Rao. 
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corrections of old rea.dinas• 2ho main contribution of 

Prof. Narayanan in this :field is that he has brought all 

tho available modioval Jain inscriptions from tho I-7o&nbar 

region together uh~le discussing the date of Cilappatikarap 

and tho identification of Kunavayirkottam. (6) Prof. 
8 - .. 

Narayanan's study reprosonts a significant intorprotativo end 

analytical advance over tho uork of the previous scholars 

for tho latter failed to connect the inscriptional ovidenco 

uith the literary references from the Tamil epic. Hence it 

provides a f'reah light for the stuey- of Jainism in this region. 

K.G. Krishnan has also propounded n neu identi

fication of the temple of Tirukkunavay based on tho inacri-
o 

ptional evidence uhile republishing tho toxt of the Alattur 

inscription witb his comments, corrections and observations.(?) 

The preeent autbor has discovered three copper

plate grunts of Jains in ~ynad area, ~mich have holpod in 

the identification of some later medieval Jain Centres in 

this region. (8) These grants include a Konnnda inscription 

.J-6> r.I.G.s. narayonan, "IJov Liaht on It~veyir Ito~~cn end 

tho Loto of Cilappatikirnm", i!H• XLVIII, part III, 

Docembor, 1970, Serial llo.144, PP• 691 to 703. 

(7) K.G. Krishnan, "Tirukkunavay end tho Inso~ption .. 
fram Alattur", ~~ Vol I, Serial no.1, July 1973, 
PP• 27-'32. 

(8} U.R. R~hava Varier, '1Va.radur Jai.n Inscription of 
, 
Snka 1606", l!§., Deoembor 1976.. 1!!Q Special number. 
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incised on ~ dnarapi ~00 and tno copper plato a in ICOlol.uttu 

script and I-Io.layelam lanBUS.ge. ~'he Kanneda record bolonao 
·~ 

to Saka 1606 t1hilo tho I·lal.a.yalom records uoro Dodo in 1704 A.D. 

~hie discovery ho.s oponed up a not7 line of enquiry roaardina 

the fortunos of Joinism in Koral.a. after its aonorol doolino 

in tho 12th and the 13th cenrurics nll ovor South India. 

Further these records·also clearly indicate a miaration of 

tho Jains from Karnataka. throush South Kanare. in tho later 

medieval period by establlshinc connection bott1oon the Joino 

of tlynad and those ·Of South Kanarn. 

A general character of the p1onoer1na studios on 

Jainism is that they oithor relate to 1ndiv1Clual source 

material or look at tho subject in isolation from tho 

eoneral South Indian backaround. ~'his ua:a partly duo to tho 

authors • im:nedia to obj:) ct of roportina epigre.phiccl. disoovorioo 

and partly duo to tho scarcity of eourcoa. Ao a result, tho 

histor1col and cultural significtnoo of some of tho rolios 

no.s oissod by tho oorllor scholars in tho fiolcl. Studios 

on South Indian Joinie!:l havo appoo.rod :f'rOlil timo to timo cinco 

1922. A brief eurvoy of thooo norka 'troul.d help in aoaoooin5 

their contribution to tho proarooo of Jcinoloaicnl otudioa 

in South Indio. 

In 1922 Rc.on.euami Aiyanacr nnd B. Soohoriri Roo 

pubLished their '{"1ork on South Indian Jeiniom. (9) Aiyenacr'o 

( 9) RamasuGD i Aiyenaa.r, B. Uooho.airi Itao. t:itudioo in 

South Indian Jp1n1on, r~draor 1922. 
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contribution to Jaina studios mainly rolateo to tho history 
~ 

of tho :faith in tho Temil country. He -ae.e ablG to proviclo 

a more or less authentic picture of tho early spread and 

development of Ja.iniom in tho region and to hi(Jhliaht tho 

religious conflict betuoen tho •orthodox• brahminical sects 

and tho Ja.ins. Rao discussoo the influence of Jo.ina reliaion 

in tho Andhra and Kernataka districts of tho for.mor aadras 

Presidency. Rao tias houever unable to study somo of tho 

main developments in Karnataka Jainiem since many valuable 

source matoria~s were not available at that time. 

After sixteen years Salatore broucht out hie uork 

on I1edieval Jainism. ( 10) Tho author, uho ahol1o great 

sympathy touarde the Jaina in Karnataka, uas primaril.y con

cerned ui th the medieval period only. He traces tho Ii.':Sin 

dovolopmonts of Jainism in the Vijayanagnra period. He 

attel!l}.)ts 1x> analyse the various move~nta in nedioval 

Karnatalta uhich affected tho grouth of Jl'.iniom. For oxem:plo 
- / 

he traceo the Vire ~aiva movement of tho 12th-13th conturios 

end ito aot1vit1os '1h1ch rooulted in the la.reo oco.lo Diaration 

of Jeino from central Kornatakn roaiona to tho coastal plains 

ot ~out:t. Kanarn. Ho alco ovel: atoo tho rolo playod by tho 

Ve.iflJ'lnVe aocts uhich innuanced Jainisn both in theory end 

practico. But Selatore' o uork doeo not doal tYith t.i. .. o oorly 

dovolopmonta of Joiniam in South India t7hich uoe boyond the 

scope of hio immeLinto objoct. 

(10) B.A. Solatore, Hedioval Jeiniom, Karnctvka 

Publirhine Houeo , Boobo.y, 1938. 

,, 
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· s.R. Sharma traooa the influences of Ja.in1am on 

Kama taka Oul turo. ( 11 ) Sharma deals mainly t1i th Jed. n 

11tora.turo and ert history in Karnatnlm. He otudioo the 

n:a.nnada litomture and tho influonco of Jainism on its 

development. A serious defect of his etuCly is tbnt bo 

ianores oovoral important aspects of Karnateka Joinism such 

as tho temple l:Orahip, ritualism and monastic lifo. ~hose 

developments, ·vhich made their appea.ronce right from tho 

5th century as rovoa)ed by opigraphical and archaoological 

data, have contributed richly to the formation of the 

lto.rnatcka cuJ.turo. Therefore • b.1..e treatment falls short ot 

c. comprehensive account of the Jaine in Xarnste!!m. 

S.B. Deo' s work on tho Jaina monnchiem al.eo hoe 

a similar eeakness. (12) He overlooks the litorary toxta 

of the Di@barp. sect of Jaina. tfithout a propor under

standing o:f those important uorks one cannot undorsto.nd 

the developments in tho monastic life of tho Jaine. For 

example somo of tho early texts such as ~lidhiknrn of 

Harlbhadra (8 cent. A.D.) strictly 't1nrn tho monks o¢not 

aocoptinc livelihood from agricultural activ1t1oo but oomo 

1ator toxto ouch ns Yagaatilaka of Somadovo Suri (10th Cant.h.D.) 

probebl.y duo to tho necoooity arisinc out of notr dovolopmonto 

·( 11) ;J.R. Sharon, Jainiom and ltn,rnata.ka Culture, 

Dheruc.r, 1940. 

(12) S.B. Loo, Ibo History of Jaino Ronechium from 

Ino~rintions and Literature, Poona, 1956. 
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in tho Jaina church, sanction t ... e income :from cu1tivat1on 

and landed property. Several schoo1o and soctions oppoorod 

in tho Jaina order in Karnataka, perhaps bocauso of tho 

chango from a uandering to a sottl.ed life of monks in 

monasteries. This net-T t·ray of life must have helped them 

in contemplating on various subjects and oomposina various 

texts. Deo overlooks this crucial aspect e,nd proceeds to 

survey the early medieval history of Jainiem from t}t) 5th 

to "the 10t\l century uhich is the formative period of the 

Jaina culture in Karnataka l11thout try1na to explain hOtr this 

period differed from the pre-5th century situation. 

P .B. Desai• s volume on Jainisn in South India is 

a valuable uork uhich utilizes almost all tho ava1loblo 

material for the study of Jainism. ( 13) Be also collected 

some ncnr epigraphs from various parts of South India. His 

extensive and intensive study of tho Jaina monumento and 

records as uell as the lltora.ey sources ·Of Ja1ns mnlto hie 

uork a. monumental volume. Desai's ·obsorvations Gnd commanto 

on various e.apocte of Jainiam i.n South India such as Yako& 

cult and temple uorship are of imoense value to tho study 

of Ja.ina culture in South India. In ths last part of his 

book he traces the socio-political dcvclopmcnto in Kcrnotako. 
...... / 

He oloo ovaluo.teo tho rolo pl~od by tho Viro. Bnivo. chioftnim 

Qf Karnataka, and fOll.otrina U~l.etoro, rno.koo como c~onto on 

( 1 3) ·p.B. Dooai, L~iniam in South Indig nnd SOJ!lO 

!Piarapha, Sholapur, 1957. 
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the migration of Ja1ns from Central Karnatalta to tho ooaatal 
I 

roeions. A major defect from ~hioh his work sufforo 1a tho 

lack of organisation and attempt at establiohtna intor relation

ship in the larger context of socio-roliaiouo dovolo~manta. 

Due to this ueaknasa the uork doos not 5ivo uo a comprohonsivo 

picture of the mutual influ enoos and tho gradual dovelopment 

of the cultural aspects of Jaina relieion in different perto 
~ 

of South India. Novortholesa. Desai's p1onocr1~ attempts 

in t~aeine tho ori~n and developmento of tho cul.t of Xnksa,o 

and Xaksis ena the Yipenim movements havo opened up not1 linos • 
of onquiry in the field of the history of Jo1n1sm. He oloo 

helps us in tracing the spheres of influoncca of aovoral socto 

nnd schools of Jain a uhich is very imports t for tho otudy 

of the religious net work of Ja1ns ~ wediovol Bouth Indio. 

R.N. Nandi'o book on rol1a1ouo institQtiono end 

cults in Deccan makes aomo brief coomonto on oono eopooto 

of Jainiaa. ( 14) Since his t1orlt covoro o. nidor i'iold of 

enquiry the plcce eivon for Ja1n1sm is very linit~a. 

R • .b.P. Sinzh hoo brou@lt out a nork on Jc.1D1eo in 

l!;o.rly f·lcdievol Karnatoka. ( 15) As is ovidont from tho title 

of tho book, tb~ author doelo ~itb the oariy modiovnl period 

( 14) R.l:. Unnd1, !lolitsiouo Inqtitutiono and Culto in t·lO 

Deccan, Dolhi, 1972. 

( 15) R • .a.P. Sincl'lo Jniniso in Ba:c-lx IIodievaJ Re.rnntelra, 

Dolhi, 1975. 
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tthich uae the formative pe~iod of the Karnatalta CuJ.turo. 

He utilises l1 terary as well as opiaraphica.l evidences and 

drans a comprehensive picture of tho soc1o-religiouo and 

economic lifo of the Jnins in Karnataka of tho specified 

period. Bouever Bineh does not attempt to study tho subjoct 

in the u1der backeround of South Indian Jain1am, probably 

for tho reason that his immediate concern is the nature of 

temple uorehip and monastic oraanisation in Xarnatakn. 

Some interesting researCh papers have come out 

recently which study Oouth Indian Ja1n1sm f!Dm different 

auelee. R. Champakalaksnmi•s paper presented at tho thirty

seventh session of the Indian History Con1ress held ~ 

Oalicut- has some new conclusions. (16) In this paper oho 

deals tTi th the Bha]st1 movement and 1 t s impact on roligiouo 

developments in Tamil Nadu, showing that tho Jains uere driven 

out of major cities and urban centres as a result of this con

fl iot • She further examine~ the prevalent theory of the 

persecution of Jains in the early medievel period, that is, 

tho 7th-9th centuries, A.D. (17) ~hilo aonorel~ occepting 

--------------------
(16) R. Champaknlakmun1, (unpubliohod paper on "~ho 

Bhe.kti ;.:ovcmont entl Rollcioua Peroocution in 

~emil Hadu"). 

( 17) H. Champakel.akshmi, •Rol1Gious Conflict in tho Tamil 

Country: A lloappraisal of Ep1araphio Evidence'. Papor 

presented to tho Fourth Epigraphionl Sooioty Congress, 
Had rae, 1978. 
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the religious conflict bOtlJeEm the Brahmonioa.l sects on the 

one hand and the Jain and Buddhists on the other during this 

period she has sho'tm that there t1as a clear attempt on the 

part of the Jains from Karne.taka to :rovitalise tho Jain 

cause in Tamilnadu ae seen in the 9th, 10th century Tami.l 

epigraphs of the Jains. ~e Jain inscriptions found in 

Tamil Nadu, especially in the Cola region uould seem to 

provide evidence to prove that the Jaine uero flourishing 

durinG t.1.1s time since ma~ of their centres appear to havo 

received patmnage in this period • She further evaluates 

the revivalistic movements headed by monks and proceptors 

like Ajjanandi and observes that tile epiaraphio evidence 
• 

coming from t11ose centres uhere 11 terary tradition locates 
( 

the stories on conflict between the Snivng and JB1na1 

presents a different picture• i.e., a picture not of a declin

ing sect but one which revived its strength after persecution 

at the hands of rival sects• throuGh templo buildinG acti

vities and land grants from rulina fanilios and members of 

othor bodies. This observation necoesitntoo a roappreieel 

of the old viov regarding tho decline and dioappooranco of 

Jainism in various parte of 8muth India from tho 7th century 

onunrds. i'he reli61ous conflict of thio period has refo

ronco to be revieuod in the light of other available evidonooo 

regarding,. the ohanzing character of Jainiam and its survival, 

A bovo all Champaltalakehmi eta toe that '1 t would bo highly 

unscientific to treat any part of this sub-continent in iso

lation and disregard the general trends in historical 

I 

\ 
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developments uhile trying to throl:Y lleht on a fou opoquo 

phases•, partioulerq beeiauso of the fact that Ka.rnataka. 

provid~d a continuous source of strength for ro-ostnbliohinc 

the Jain activities till the 12th•1,th centuries and ovon 

later. 

The articles mentioned in the first part of thio 

survey along u1 th the studios mentionod above help us in 

dra't1ing a more meaningful picture of the history of Jainism 

in Koral a presenting the socio-economic and cul turo.l aspocta 

of the subject. 

,Sguroes! 

Our primary sources consist mainly of 1nsoript1ono 

on stone and copper as tmll as sculptures and monuments. 

Inscriptionsr 

Inscriptions from various parte in Uelabar ( 18) 

and Travencore Cochin areas ( 19) provide us 11ith valuable 

data re~na tJie ecpnomio, social a.nd cultural oepocto 
,· 

of Jainism in Xerala. .Amonc tho epiaro.phicnl rocordo, tho 

1nsor1ptiono of Tiruvonnur nnd KinOlUr and AlattUr a1vo 
~. .. 

uo information about tho o.dmini atration of tho Join tcmploo 

in Kere.la and some of the eotio-oulturol oapecto of tho 

reliaiouo contros of Ja!l.ns. In addition to this thoy aupply 
v 

( 18) f.l.G.S • Narayanan. Reinterpretation in South Ind1ftY1 

Riston, Trivandrum, 1977, PP• 75-8. 

( 19) TAS, Vol I. PP• 19,ff end Vol II, 125ft. 



14 

somo valuable evidence of royal patronage and the role of 

local bodies and groups of militia in the day to day adoini

atration of the Jaina institutions. From these recOrda uo 

also get glimpse· of some of the practices of tl~o contemporary 
--------Jaina community like temple dance, pilgrimage, festival 

celebrations etc. ~he inscriptions from Ohitral, Pombra 

and Varadur contain interesting evidence on the relation 

of tho Jain centres in Kerala td. th other famous Jain Centreo 

of South India from early medieval period to the 17th 

century A.D. 

Sculptures and Monumentst 

Relics of Jainism :found in several parts of 

Korala alone vith the 11rittcn records help us to underotand 

various aspects of Jaim re11a1on in Kerals. ~:-1'he aeographicol 

location of looeo sculptures and monuments may give us somo 

idea e. bout the route of expansion of the te.i th and tb:l mor o• 

mente of the Je.ina community in Korala/. It can bo inforrod 

that tho early m1sre.t1ons to B:orola 'troro tilrou@ ttiO main 

routes. One of them uas throueh tho Aromboli pnoa i'rom tho 

Tirunolveli reGion in tho southern porto o t the Peninsula 

uhilo tho other tms through tho PaJehat aap from tho Konau 

rec1 on. The expansion of Jaina into Korale aoemo to havo 

boon mainly throuah ancient trado routes and uould honco 

indicate that fol2honors of tho faith t1ore prodomino.ntly 

draun :frOlil tho mcroantilo co:mouni ty, mostly of tho Die;pmbnra 

sect. Tho early epiaraphical evidcn co :frOJil l1ymd aroa trould 

shou thet Jains uero involved in trado eotivitios oa testified 
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by the ~~avu record ~hich mentions tho ostablishiDB 

of a nagram. or trade guild at the place.. ( 20) !Chis uoul.d 

point to the merco.ntile importance of the place rit#lt from 

tho ear:cy medieval poriod. 

/ 

~o presence ·of Svetambara sect in Kera.le. is aJ. so 

attested by monuments and sculptures found in the Aryan 

!Crikkovil temple in Calicut and at Talappoya estate near 

1-lanantod:,. _in the l"lynad region. These sculptures belong 

rouahly to the medieval period. There is no tangible evi-
; 

dence to fix the exact date of the advent of the Svet@mbarae 
, 

to Kerala.. At present the Svet@.mbare.s frc:mt Gujerat are con-

centrated in Cali cut. Oochint and Alleppey. The Kallil 

tomplo uhich we a centre of :pigambaras as testified by 

tho sculptural evidence, is now frequented by. svetanba.rae 

from Cochin and Alleppey. {21) 

Houover, the JainEf of the late medieval period 

in Kerola uerc imniarants from. Xarnataka through South 

Canara rec1on to Kerala. ~is fact is attested by the 

VaradUr inscription in Kannada script and lanBUeae. (22) 

{20} For tho text of tho Taiekka!U inscription soc 
I 

n.G.~. Narayanan, .212.• .£!!•, P• 79. 

( 21) Thuroton soya that there uore Jain ,Ynie:vaa lJho 

settled in Native Cochin. Caatos nnd 1ribes of 

South India, Vol II, Uadras, 1909. See also 
Sanltunni t1arior, Indian AntitlUQEY, XXI, 1892, p. 438. 

(22) l·l.R. Rorhavo. Varier, Voredur Join Inscription of 
Saka, 1606, ~~ ~oconber, 1976. 
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This uave spread as fer as Jainamedu in Pal.Ghat in the south 

lthich uas a Jaina centre right from the early medieval period. 

Tho monuments scattered in the Hynad reGion and the Varadur 

record cited above go to prove that the Karnatalte S:a.ina 

centred round Kalpotta, f•1anantoddy • Panamara.m and Bettor! 

in trynad uhioh uere trading centres probably from vary oe.rly 

timos. 
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Choptor II 

!iho oarly centres of Jaina in K~alo. arc 

oituotod in t~ plecoo uhich aro cont1anouo to ~omil Uodu 

and Kornotolto. 2bo e.4jo1111DG porto of ~1 .t!ndu l!ko the 

Diotricto of rlc.ciurai em1· ~~1runelvol1 oro rich in Jaino 

c.nt1qu1 t1oo. Bomo of tho Je!ne ce.voo fountl in thooo plocao 

ora attributed to tho pro-Chriotien oro pn tho basis of tho 

~emil Bro.hmi recor4o onaravod in tho~ DOnumonto. ICornotolto 

roaton, oopocioll~ thn p11ariao.ao centro of Srove.nobolaOlo, 

io connootod t11 th Chondrn(J\lpto.-Bhe.drabohu tro4i tion. 

Houovor. tho arohaooloaJ,cal end op1(Jrephice.l ev!doncoo 

of tho early controo in ttoralo bolona to the 8th-9th 

conturioo of the Ohrioticn ern but oarlior contocto of 

Jo1na tJi th thooo pl.nooo cannot bo rulod out. In thio 

cbo.ptor en ottcnpt lleo boon t:oO.o to pmvido o ourvoy of 

tho Joino Controo 1n Itorolo. 

porilopo tho coot fc.mouo ez1ona tho oorly ooa!c'VC'.l Jc.im 

contrco in Itorolcr.. ihlo 1o a ccvo tocplo on e bill noar 

I!ul.i tturc in :Joutoorn ~~onooro. ( .:1.) !.:hila odi t !na on 

> 

( 1) For o d~to!lod dfocriptio~ of thio centro coo 
.:---

~.A. Gopinotbo Reo, ~A!, Vol II, pt. II, P• 125ff 
end oloo ~·• Vol z. p. 194ff. 
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inscription of this place dated 1n the 28th roanal yoar 

o:f Vikramaditya. Vara.BUna• Gopinatha Reo 'tn:ote that "the ... 
place seems to have beon sufficiently famous in earlier timos 

so as to attract Jains from such distant placoo as Tirurtarun-. ~ 

gondai in Tirukkoyilur Taluk in South Areot District". (2) .. ,. 

Hio comment 1 e based on an ep1araph nhioh states that tho 

imago under uhieh the record 1 o enero.ved uaa cnueod to bo 

carved by the teacher Vfrnnendi Adiael of nolaipp~~~i 

monastery at Tirunaru.Deo%f~a.1. (3) Even to thio day Tiru.no;un
eondo.i is an important pilgrimage centro for Jaino. .l:lpi.graph1o . -
evidence proves that in the 9th century A.D. t~o nonsterios 

...... 

I-!olirpall1 and rilaippall1 flourished at Tirunaruiigondai ( 4) .. - . ~ ~ ..... 
Gunabhadro., t-Tho uas famous as a scholar both in Sanskrit end 

"' 
Tamil and uho t-ras the founder of Virasanaho, e Jaina monastic 

order, belonfied to this place. (5) 

Tiruccara.nn ttumala1 attracted Jo.inn monlto, l:"lme, ., 

preceptors and pilgxims not only from TirunaruDcondai but 
" ~-

from several other places o.l.eo. A record of tho 28th roannl 

( 2) Ibid., Vol I; P• 194. 

( 3) Ibid.; Vol II, pt. II, p. 1 25ff. firucceranctturne.loi 

sculpturoo and the inscriptions found at this plnoo 
oro otudiod by Gopinathn Rao in o lonathy orticlo. 

( 4) K.G. Krishnan, "Jnina I-1onumonta of Temilnc.du" in 

Aspecto of Jaine Art ond Afchitocjuro, pp. 95-6. 

(5) P.B. Doaai, Jn1n1sm in South India end uomo Ja1na 

Epiar£~.pho, Sholpur, 19;7, p. 96. 



19 

year of Vikramiiditya VarBGU!,1a (= 926 A.D.) says that 

Gunandnnai lturattiaaJI, a do'soiple of Arattanemi Bhe.tarar 
• ~ I ~e 

of Perayekkut'i offerGd ~.rovikkattn, an offortna. for uhioh . ~-

she gave fifteen !tt\lplijus of gold. i"'he offer1116 uaa to 

be made uith the interest out Of this.gold. (6) This record 

saeos to imply thot money transaction took plece at this 

centre and that probably the money must have been inveoted 

ui th the me rem tilo group of Jain a uho visited the place 

from tice to time. 

Uttanandi Adigal. t-1ho belonged to TirunodumpJrai 
4t • .., I ,. 

Klittampalli, causod nn image to be made at ~1rucoeranattumala1.(7) 
"' • .., tt "9 

~here uere several Je.ina temples in Temil ne.du ltnOl1n e.s 

Kattampalli. At Pe.ll1madam in Aruppukkottai Taluk in 
.,('1 -.• •o •• 

Ramanathapuram District an inscribed stone mentions 

Tirukkattampalli of Kurand1. Kura:,di, the place uboro tho 
Q u e , lill' ., n 

Jaina temple uas built is stated to be in Vcnbu nadu. (8) 

It has been suggested that this record bolqn_ae to o poricxl 

be~oro 900 A.L. (9) Another record et Konao~uliyonkulcc 
• • • 

in Tirumangnlam Taluk in I·laclurai JJ:iatriot aloo otC~.too that 

Kurand1 is in Vonbuniidu. Tho PiirB'venatha tomplo at Si;,.'r&nir . . . ( 
in Ginaoo Taluk in South Arcot Diatrict also lJes ocl.lod 

(6) ~. Vol II, pt. II, P• 126. 

( 7) Il,id. -
(8) 428-431 of 1914. 

I 
SII, Vol XIV. 
- r 

( 9) K.G. Kriohnan, .QR• cit., p. 91. 
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Kattampalli. ( 10) P.B. Desai sum:;ests that there uoro many 
9 n _,.,. 

villages bearing tho nama Kurandi poooeaa1ns Jaina shrines 

called Kattampall1. (11) Even to this day thoro is a placo .... 
in Cannanore District in Xerala bearing the nt:!!lo Kattampalli, ... .. .. . 
but there is n.o trace of Jaina relics, Tirunodumperaiylir 

e 

ie not yet identified but Nedumpora.1nadu t1as an oarly division • • 
of Korala. 

Vcra~an, the do~ciple of Pattin! Bhatarar of • 
Tiruccinattumalai figures in another record as a Cattan or .. . 
studant nho nas responsible for carving out an imaao. ( 12) 

I -

Some sc olors idontit'y this varSGUna with the Ay kina 
" 

Vikrcma.ditya Vara~a,13) uhilo some others identify him 

w1 th the Pandyan king of tho. t name. ( 14) 

One of the moat intorostinc inecriptiono of 

Tirucctinattunaloi io the one uhich recorda that tho pre

ceptor AccB!lanti ut::o rooponeiblo :for corvinc on idol of tha 

(10) ~., P• 99. 

(11} P.B. ~ooa1, ga. £!!·~ P• 50, note a. Ooo eloo 

ARSIE for 1936-37, P• 68 end 1937-38 P• 109. 

(12) ~.Vol II, pt. II, p. 126, plato VI, no.'· 
( 13) Elo.mlrulem Kunjan Pilla!, Studiog in Korol.D. .Uiotory, 

Kotteyam, 1972. P• 179, eoo aloo infra, ohaptor 2. 

(14) lleooi, 2n• cit., P• 78. 
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Yaks! Ambilta. { 15) It gives as some clue about the oo.rly 
• 

medieval movoments of famil Jaina end thoir sphoro of 

influence in various p.arts pf tl:e · country. Accananti is the 
• 

Tamil farm of Ajjanandi which is tho Prakrt renderinff of tho 
~ . . 

Sanskritic :name Aryanandi. AccBr!a.nti, uho has been desc'ti bocl 

as a revivalist, uas a famous personality among the Joins in 

~amilnadu, especially in the Uadurai region Bid he figuroa 

as the person t1hO was responaibl.e for tho carving of the 

sculptures on the rocks of hills at Vallimal.ai~ in north .. 
Arcot District and at Anaimala1, Aivarmalai, Alagarmolai., 

~ 0111 e D u 

Karung8J.akudi and Uttamapalayam in the nadurai liistrict. ( 16) 
c • 

Further south he figures at Irattnipottei rock in Eruvadi . . ~·,. 

in Tinnevelli District. (17) From this it has been observed 

( 15) Gopinatha Rao pubUshod the record alona uith tho 

other ones at Tiruccanattumalai in~, Vol II, pt.II, 

P• 125ff and tentatively identified this Yakoi oo 
• 

Padmavati (p. 127). P.B. Desai corrected thie on 

th~t basis of iconogrEpbic basis end identified tho , 
1maae correctly as that of Ambik~, or Kusmandin1. 

~-

tilliillliliiliiililiililliiilllil!illlilliliillliiill: He also pointed out that the "duar1's" standing boE'Ilde 

tl~ idol 1oft by Gopinatha Baa unidentified as the 

children, the charnctor.t:etic oognioonoo of this Yeltoi • 

TH441 
.) 

.. 
(16) For dotei1s see nos. 67-74 Anaimalai of appendix C .... 

725-729 (Uttamapa~yam), and App. B 692, 694, 697, 

700, 701• 705 (Aivarmalni) ARSIB 1906. 

( 17) ARSIE for 1916, P• 112. 
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that the Badura and !rinnevoli region ·uas the main ephoro 

of .Accananti'a revivalist activities. (18) 

f-lonks and Dune from other Jaina Centroo vioitod 

~iruccanattumalai and donated offcrinco. Sioilarly tho 
0 • 

teachers of Tiruceanattumalai visited Jain centres !uteido 

Kera.la and paid homnsea. Tiruecirnnattu Kurattiaol fiauroe , 
in three epigraphs at Kalu~lai in KOvilpntti ~aluk in 

-.~.. "" . 
~irunelvel1 District. The name of tho lady preceptor is 

not given but one of the records oayo that a certain imnBO 

uas caused to be carved by Tiruoc·arnnattu .:rurottiaal nho 
" 

u~s the desciple o:f I-lilallir Kurattigal. ( 19) Another record 
- ~ Q 

states that the inage under uhich tho inscription is seen 

vas caused to be,made by Tirucoiranattu Ku~nttiaol for tho 

benefit of Sadaiyan korri of Kot ttir Nadu. ( 20) A third · 
{I " • • • 

one informs us that the imaae tTa.s set up by Tiruccoronnttu 
' 

Ku:zattigal for tho merit of ICutte.n .Kamo.n of Porump~ in 

ROttur Hedu. (21) 
~, . 

From tho obovo survey ue are eivon to undorotnnd 

that Tiruccaranattumalai vas a famous centro of both 

pilerinago and l.eorning. l.'hcro uoro teoclloro both nolo enCl 

fomalo ullo tausht studonts cornina froo cliatnnt plc.oos. It 

is intorootine to onquiro into tho impor'iie.nco of thio plaoo 

(18) Dosai, .21'!• cit. 0 PP• 62-63. 

(19) l!o. :521 of S_l_I, Vol v. 
(20) Ibid., no. 324. -
(21) ~., 326. 
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in the southernmost corner of the country. The ncmo of the 

place i teolf, uhioh is the corrupt follll of Tiruooe.ranattumalai, 

suggests 1 ts relation uith tho Jain concept of Ciirapng, uho -
are bolioved to be superhuman beings uith miraculous 

poucre. ( 22) That t • .~.e C@rann Cult una prevalent e.mol15 tho ... 
Jains in South India is clear from place names and logends 

in other places in South India also. ~o Jain Cave&· at 

Ellora in the Aurangabad District are excavated in tho 

northern spur of the hill called C~<!ri i.e., tho hill 

of the CB'ranas. In an inscriptiOJ'l on the pouestal of 

Parsvanatha Jina at this place the hill is described ao a 

pla oe frequented by C9±aiis• ( 23) Konakundl a, a villaae 
• u ... 

in the Gooty Taluk, Anantapur District also kno1:1n as 

' Konda~da as ·testified by the epigraphic record of the . .. ~ 

place, uaa believed to bo graced by the presence of tho 

Caronag. (24) 9ilappgt1karam, the Tamil Epic of Ilanko 
., 

Atikal and ti:.o Kannnda tfOrks llko Adipurm:o. of Pampa and 

Dharmamrta of Nayosona al.ludo to tho Concopt of Coronas. 
~ . 

Accordina to tho Jaina tro oloeical mytho tho Caronna uoro 

a claoa of 1 tinerant monies l7ho lnd at :.oinad mootory ovor 

(22) Doaai, ~· ~. P• 68. 

(23} Dosai, •Joiniam 1n Korrua•, ,J;m .pgv, p. 24'! .• 

See oloo Feauraon, Cgvo ~omploo of Ind:ln, p. 502. 

(24) Soc EO V, Belur 124. P.B. Doaai had identified thio 

placo ao tho homo of Kondakundacaryn, tbo moot col c-• •• \1,.. 

bratod monk, procoptor and autho~ amona tho South 

Indian Jains. Ibid. 
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nature end had poosossed supernatural poucrs. It seems that 

the Corapa concept of the early Jains is related to tho hill 
• 

uorship of tho primitive societies. In this context it is 

interacting to note that almoa t all tho early Jain centres 

in ~ooil lTBdu, Karnataka and Kerala aro si tua.ted 9n hill 

tops. In India• tho Hindu Gods are often attracted to 

mountains and caves and these geoaraphiceJ. features aro ~ 

supposed to have great lmportanco for tho sym~oliam and 

oxtornal appearance of the temple. (25) ~irucc~ttu malai 

seems ~o have some relatione uith the Cijraqa concept of the 

eorly Jo.ins. ~s concept oeems to hevo contributed to tho 

emergence of Tirucciranattnmalai as a prominent Jainn 

centre in the Southernmost part of the country. Ito eoo

graphioal position also can be considered ao a cause of ito 

importance. T1ruccanattumala1 is on the uest of tho - -Aruvamol.1 or Aramboli pass uhich served ao a higlnray of .... 
commerce and travel bettteen Trnvancore on tbe uestern side 

end tho plains of Hadurai end ~irunelvoli Diotricts on tho 

eastorn aide of the Uestern Ghats. Scholars have oboorvod 

tho importance of this paso bee au so at t io pleoo e. u iotinct 

brock in tho cho.in of hills hao loft e. asp over throo oileo 

uide throuah uhich run tho perfectly level trunk road of 

comounication. ( 26) ~1ru.ccQne.ttumale1 io noo.r thia route . 
( 25) GoorGO ilitchell, '~e Hindu ~omploa An Intmductian 

to Itp noeninr; and Fom•, l.Jalhi, 1977, P• 69. 

(26) 5oo A.s. Ramanatha Iyer, TAS VI, pt. I. tfhile 
oditin,: tho Col.e.puram Inacriptions he alvao o 
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trhich leads one to tho famous porto of Puvar and Villnnma 
"'« 

on the trestern coast in the early period. Thoso porta uoro 
-under the Ay kings t-rho uere feudatories of the Pe.ndyos. ( 27} 

From the Tamil Brahm! inscriptions in the Jaina 

Caverns in the Pudukl:ottai., f.ladura.i and Tirunalvoli Districts, 
~-

uhich are dated betveen the 2nd century :a.c. end the first 

century A.D., it can be assumed that during tho ancient period 

those. nere the prominent centres of Jainis ln Tamilna<lu. ( 28) 

I . 
diecription of this pass and states tho importance 

o:f this paso t1hich :f'o:aned the portals through uh1ch 

the Pandya, Cola, Vijayanagara and llayak ohiefm .. " . 
entered Kerala. 

(27) It may be remembered that the Jaina monastery at 

Tiruccanat~la1 had some relation with eithor the 

~Y or the Papdyan royal house as attested by the Var~. 
Inscription at this place. See note 22 and 2S obovo. 

(28) Desai. 1 Jainism in South Indin and Somo Jpino Epiarophe', 

1967, p. 32 oays that moot of the Jm ne entiqui ti oo 

aro located nin tho hills and eloouhoro in tho i.Jo.duroi 

and Tirunolvoli Districts as contrastod uith the limited 

quantity in the northern nrea". For a list of thooo 

inscriptions seea Desai and I-lahadovan I, "Corpus of 

Tamil Brohmi Inacliptions", in Bcminex on Inscriptions, 

ed., by H. Iingo011ami, I:Iadro.s, 1966, PP• 57-98. In 

J:la.durai Diotrict they e.ro found in tho Anaioola1 Hill, .... 
the Tirupperamkunram hill and at Alagarmaloi, 

'fl•fl ·.J'.J • 
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• 
From these records it can also bo 1nforrod that those 

centres had some relation t1ith Jaina trading community .. (29) 

It has been postulated that those Jaina aottlementa 

tended to be established in areas of co::::mercial importance, 

and that the locntion of these records on the east coast 

might 'indicate portions of an old trade route•. (30) Tho 

commaroia1 importance of this route and the centres seems 
' to have continued into the later period also. This inference 

is supported by tho fact that in tuo roatons uhere there 

are Brahmi records of Jaino, the Ayyavole guild, a vory pro

minent trade e;uild uas established in the early modieval 

period. ( 31) 

From Tirunolveli region tho .Aramboll paso c1 vea 

an oo.e1cr routo to the ucetern por1D like Yi!,innam e.nd Puve.r 

( 29) 

Vericciyur, Xo.puliyankulom, Iiuttuppe.tti end . ~ ~ ~ 

Kilavalavu. In ~irunol vol1 District such records 
" " 

are seen at I·laruaaltalai, Ke.l~.tmnloi, and e.t V!rcoi:~hecon1 • ... 
For exomplo en ineo~ption on tho bouldor on tho 

K~uaumelai records of tho latt1co (pinpn) to tho 

monk ~ nanto. ( G~, or the loeder of a eC'lle) by 
" Ka:J.i t1 eon of · ..Antni, end morohant p:d. nee of tho fli({£m 

< autld) of Vilarai • 
• 

( ;o) r-la.ry rloern Abr2he.m, The A:r:ygvOle Guild of Enrlz 

lledieval South India, unpubllshod f·l.Phil. Diooorlbation, 

J .11 .u., New Delhi, 1978, p. 29. 

(31)Ibid., 12£• rit. 
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uhioh could replace the round about uay of tho trans

coastal route,. This could explain the importance of a place 

liko ~irucceranattu malai on the uay to the uostern coastal 

regions. 

I 

l1e have seen in the above diJmcription that tt.e 

omeraonce of the Tiruccanattumalai as a prominent centre 

of Jaina ,.,orship ca.n be explained as a territorial expana1on 

of the Jaina order lthich converged in the Ioladurai ~ 

Tirunelvell and Tiruccir#ppalli regions. The Tamil Brahmi 
_.I (!I"-' 

inscriptions of these regions show that these centres uere 

occupied by Jains even in a period as oarly as tho closing 

centuries of the pre-Christian era., tie have also surmisod 

that this expansion could be traced by a conjuctural trane

peninoular trade route \7hich led to the po1·te like Puvar 
, 

and vilinnam on the western coast passing throuen the .,. 
Aramboli pass. This would protide an easy path to the uostern 

coastal regions instead of the round about ~ay throueh the 

eeetorn coast. Tho exact date of this expansion is not 

knoun but from the relation of this place tt ith the mytho

logical concepts like trAt of the Caronag, one is inclined 
• 

to assume that it must have come to be lcnol"m lTidely l"1ith 

the spread of the Jaina mytholoBY in South India probably 

in the 4th, 5th, 6th centuries of tho Cbriotian era. 

Houever, this is, at present, an aoaumption u~J.ich is to oo 
verified in the liaht of further ovidoncos. 

From tho inscriptions found at the Tirucearanattumalai 
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it is clear that the place was frequented by saints and 

preceptors, both monks and nuns from distant places such . 
as ~1runaruneonda1 in TirukkoyilUr ~aluk, South Arcot 

.& "" 

District. Epigraphic records from eloo~rhere in southern 

re{Jion boar toc~timony to the visits of pilgrims from 

Tiruccaranattumalai. (32) This indicates that the place 
• 

had become a. pouerful link in the 'religious net uork' of 

the Jains in South India.. It has been obsorvcd that by the 

time of the 8th, 9th centuries A.D. the Jaina church in 

South India had become a uell. knit organisation l1ith several 

centres of ~lgrimage. (33) 

Tirucearanattumalai records are sllon. t about any . 
other centre in Kerala further north of Chi tri.U. ll'rom this 

it can be ass~med that the relations of this place uao mainly 

uith the centres in ~amilnadu, particularly, those in tho 

I·ladurai region. The presence of pilgrim-saints like Ajjanandi 

uould indicate that the place uao under tlle sua.y o~ tho Joins 

revivalistic movements. It appcoro that monko and nuns 

travelled from place to place in the country oide propaeatinc 

the meosneoa of thoir salvation reliaion. It may be noted 

( 32) Ko.l~nln1 in f.ladurei liistriet. Thero are throe ,. 

recordo of ~iruecar~attu K~attiaal. 

C33) See 11.. Champalto. Lal:ahmi, •Rolieiouo conflict in 

Tcmil country. A Ro.Appreiscl of Lpicr~phic Evidence•, 

Paper presented nt the 4th Epigraphical Society 

Conaross, 1978, P• 6 and notes 29, 30 and 31. 
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in this connection that this Has the period of the emergence 

of tho Stotrn literature in South Indian lainiam, (34) and 

the devotional compositions like tho Adipurana of tho Kennoda 
• 

poot Pampa. In short the Stotra literature and the ci ovotional 

poems became the Jaina counterpart of the Tamil Bhalcti hymns 

which served as a povorful medium in the hands of the Tamil 
' 

Vai9~avite and 1;>aivite Saints to propaaate the message of 

dcvotionalism. The revivalistic movement of Jainisn ua.s 

baaed maUll.y on the popular cult a and practices like tho 

norship of individual gods and mother goddesses. It has 

beon·pointed out that Ajjanandi uas responsible for carving 

some sculptures of Ambika Yaksi, the attendant aoddess of 
• 

neminatha Tirthmikara. ( )5) As the name SU8ceste this Am billa 

must be an old favourite mother goddess of the Tamil people. 

An observation about the mother goddess worship appears to 

be relevant in this context. In historical analysis the 

mother aoddess of the later period has boon taken to be 

of •mixed conceptions' and their oriain is to be SOUtJht in 

tho aubotratum of similar cults. "~he fact t1as that tho 

centres of Budd~ 1st c.:nd Jain, al thoucil t .ey l:.-erc deeply 

influoncod by tho ethical values upheld by those syatcmo, 

( 34} ]'or example Indranandi uroto the JvlUini Stotrn in 

tho court of the Raebrekllta Kina Itrishna III 1n the . , 

year 939 Is. .D. severcl other stotra.s uere composed 

in this period. 

(35) P.B. Deasi, .2Jl• ,gU., 
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had not entirely given up their traditional faiths and 

cultsn. ( 36) Carving of idols and composing of byijms 

about aocts and aoddessea may acquire special meanings uhan 

thoy a.ro examined in the li(:ht of these popular cult 

practicoo. Apart from this tr~ Jaina saints cervod the ima

eos of their preceptors and other famous tiaints in famous 

centroo probably : n order ~o associate these centres uith 

tho charismatic personalities of those saints and monks. (37) 

~heoo idols nnd sculptures served as pot1orful propaaanda 

meaoures vhich strenGthened the •relicious notuork• of the 
I 

Contemporary Jaina Church. (38) 

There is a gap of about 200 kilo metres betveen 

tho ChitrUL hill and Lallil• another Jeina cave temple noer 

PerumbavUr in tke Ernakulam District. No tiritton records 

have been yielded by this place. (39) This is oituetod near 

(36) IT.IJ. Bhtri:tneerya, Tho Indian Bother Goddess, .uoli41t 

1977 f p • 111 • 

( ';7) 1'or oxamplo, ooe Vallimalai, a fot-t milo a north of 
Pcncopandavn t1Sla1 in n. ilrcot. g, IV, p. 140 and 

facina plnto. Those recorda are nt1J~1butod to tho 
9th, 10th centuries A.u. 

( 38) l!'or o dctoilecl diaeuooion of this oopect of modiove.l 

Hinduism oeo Georao t!. ~pcncor, •Rcli3ious Netnork: 

and Royal Influence in ~lovcnth Century ~out,l India', 

JESllu, XII-I Jen. 69 pp, 42-56. 

(39) TA Gopinatha Rao eivoo a vivid picture of this oevo 

tamplo in ~~ II pt. II, pp. 125f:·. 
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Trikknr17Ur, a traditional Brahmin Centre, famouo in lcaonde 

uhich sanctify the memory of a victory of Brahmins ovor · 

.Bauddho.s. Kallil is on the -way uhich runs from Idikki

I-lunnar i:ie}l ranges to tho plains of !friltkakkara and Koduiizall\ir 

in Kera.la. on the tie stern side of the ahat. On the eastern 

side lay the early Jaina Centres in Uttamapa~Qyam Taluk and 

Dovattiir in the f.tadurai District l7hich abound in Jain a 

relies. The paucity of uritten recorda prevents us from 

making any comments ort the date of this centre. Sculptural 

evidence goes to prove that they belone to the early 

medieval period. (40) The idols in tho templo arc of 

Parsvanotha, I-Inhtivl .. :a ond a zak~1, probably Siddbayika. 

Though this ia na1 converted into a Hindu phqaavati ~ecplo, 

tho Jains in Cochin and Alleppey come to this place and pay 

thoir homage. (41) It may also bo noted that even to this 

day thoro are several temples ui th Yaksi 1Llaces in tho recion 

of nrnakulam District. 

fhe Palahat complex of Jainn centres compriood 

of Jninn LlE>du in the vicinity of tho PeJ.ebo·t toun, 

favo.rorlko~~o. nocr Kori.aeg, three miloo euay from tho Joino 

oo~u temple, Paruvossor1, on tho Palenot ~richur route and 

.Kovacaeri in AlnttUr> Taluk, Pa1{3hat District. AI!lona tho co 

oontreo tho Ito.voosori tomT\le he.o yielded some early Jaina 

fieuroo and n Vo~~c+.uttu 1nocr1ption. 

( 40) lbicl. -
(41) tJoo infra, chapter on Bocio-Econoo~.c rolo 011: 

Jcin tom9les in Kerela. 
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Tho Korala state department of Archaeology 

noticed in 1960 at Ka.vasseri in Alattiir ~aluk. Palehat 

Vistrict, some relics of a Jaina temple uhiOh consisted of 

an inscribed olab and two imaaes of Tirthankara, one of 

~ahavira in Paryankasanm posture and the other of Parrivanatha 

in Kfiyotsnrga pose uith a throe hooded Cobra above the head.(4~) 

In addition to thene they found beam.s, slabs end pillara 

scattered in this place ~:Ihich is usually knolm as Cattka;v:Pl; 

tot tern. ~heoe relics t1ere found on a hilloc~c lrnoun as .. 
Pellil;;unnu sucsesting non-vedic nature. Tho rolics, ospo-. ~ 
oia.lly the images and the inscription uhich is attributed 

to 0 10th century clearly sh~1 that this wcs a Jaine tomplo. 

tlhat interests us in the epigraph is the reference to the 

authorities with ~at~ and nodamulam of Tiru~c~avayttover.(43) 

At Jainamedu there r re some Jain families of priests end a 

(42) L.G. Unnithan, i!H, XLIV, pt. II, •Rolico of Jt:iniom

Alotur•, P• 540. The inscribed stone is nou ple.cod 

in Kayamku}rnn palace museum end the imasea aro 

exhib1tocl in the Trichur i~rchaeolociccl I~uscmm. 

(43) ~61 of 1908 Appendix ll. ~ for tho year 1959-60 

App. B. Uo.238 {!ivcs e ohort note. A rcviou of the 

inocription is aivon in p. 26 of i ~;. ~ho toJtt of this 

inscription ond e. fe1>r othoro uoro publiehoCi. by n.G.s. 

IJarnyc.ncn in Il!!, lrLVII, pt. III, p.691 ff. ~he 

to:a:t of tho "•lat~.:ur incc.d.ption ia the Dubjoct of an 

et:o;;i.:lo by l:)r1. .&.t .c.. Krishnan, • ~iruklru--!lavay onci "ih 0 

inocription from .L .. le.ttiir' , JKS, I, a oriel no. 1 , Juiy 

1973, P• 32. 
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Jaino temple. According to trnd1 tion, this now Jainn baeti 

ia built on the ruins o:f an old Jaina temple vhich yielded 

a number of icons and other relics such as granite pilbra. 

At iava.railkotta there is a unique imaae of a Tirthahkpra. 
~~ 

I A~ depicted as modi/ating under a tree, possibly soka. It has 
:r 

been auaaested by scholars that this may be identified with 

tho Jina in ceneral witho•t particular reference to any 

~irthankara. (44) An inscription from Co!av~qipuram in 

TirukkoyilUr Taluk in ~. Arcot District indicates ~frthP-nk8ra 

by t::e term 'Pindikkadavul • and in Tamil lanauaeo • Pindi' 
~~ J ~-

means Aaoka. {45) A@oka is the 'Kovala' tree or Caitxadruma 

of Ilallinatha but Pi~~iyan connotes the Arhat in General. 

Pa.:ruvasseri Palli Bhagavati temple on the Po.l.Bha.t-frichur . ~ 

{44) P.B. Desai, Jainism in South India and Somo Jaina 

llpiB!ap~s, Sholapur, 1957, pp. 49-50 and note 

( 1) P• 50. 

(45) ~., p. 49. See also ARSIE 1936-37, p. 68. uooei 

thinko that the Jainas of tho Tamil country seoms 

to have been particularly fond of oopheoioina this 

emblem Qf tho Jina. Ho eddo thct rcforcnoo to tho 

Jaina divinity in aosocie.tion uith tho Aaoko troo 

arc met u1 th in Cile.ppet!h:c.rarn. In Cavundnroznpurann, 
~~ Q ~ 

o. Ka.nnnda t10rlt of tho 10th con. li..l'. tho Aeolce, tree 
' . ficuro ao prominent oym.bol of .hci jinondre .• woo Ibid., 

P• 50, note 1. 
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route tTae a Ja.ina temple, nou converted into a Hindu shrina.(46) 

Tt.a t this uas a Ja.ina temple is clear from the presence of 

an imace of Candraprabho ~frthonkara ~ith triple umbrella and 
c-

the characteristic cognisance of the crescent on the Pitha. 

This image is nou placed 1n a roofless enclosure outside 
I f 

the central sh:d. ne and is uorshipped as So.sta or Ayyappan. ·-
These centres in and around Palghat shou that the 

roeion t:ns occupied by a aroup of Jains. ~here is no con-

e luai vc evidence to fix t .• e date of t ~:esc centres but 1 t 

uould not be out of place to shou the importance of the 

Pel.Ghat gap for trade end coumerce as uell as cultural 

eontncts. There is on easy trunspcninaular route from tho 

r-:adura1 region to the uestern c oaet pasoine throuah the 

Palehnt cap in eotablishinc cultural contacto, dynastic alli

:-nooe nnd providine easy means of e. trade route. ( 47) 

{46) .F'or a similar viet1 see f.J.G.s. Narayanan, Political 

r-nd tiocio.l Condi tiona of Korala Under tho Kulnsekhcrn. 

J:.imn1ro ( U 800-1124 A.D. ) • P. A~!a'Jl .tl.chan u:r:oncJ.y 

identified thio il!'.eao a.o o. Budci.hist idol: •• .... n ImnlJo 

of tln Buctdha", RVRIB, VI, 2, p.118 end l.RADC, 1936-37, 

P• 12. plates IV, V, VI. :&:he pros:.mt nriter identi

fied this !mace as that of Chcndroprebha on tho basic 

of ·,;he ,!ancl:ana or cor,nizsnco encTavoti. on the Pltha. 

( 47) iC. Gopalen Kutty, Peffihnt c;op, unpubli Bhod I·1.A. 

J.;i:·~ortation, C, licut University, 1972, p. 22. 
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According to the Periyapuriinam, Bunde.ramurti Nayanar came . 
to Tiruvancaiklta~am to meet his friend Coraman Perumal Uayanar 

/ 

and the tuo ~aiva dainta vent out of Kerala togother acrose 
/ 

the Koneu country to visit important Saiva temples of South 

India. ( 48) 

ihe existence of a trade route has been postuletcd 

aloo on the bacia of evidence supplied by the Roman coins, 

particularly hoard. a belongiDg to the Ist Century A .r;. 

obtained from various places on either siue of the gap. (49) 

( 4S) In the medieval period, Sundarnmurti uo.s the only 

Tamil t:Jai vi ·i;e snint t-:ho had contact:J ~~1 th tho I·lclabar 

Coo.st. iiruvancaikkolrun, nai ern ~iruvanjikltulam near • • 

tho Cora Capito.l of Ilukoto.i (Xoduncalliir) hoe boon 

prc.isod by l;;.itl. Uo invo~ca ii.njnik~:olattappa."l, tho .. 
doi ty o:f Anjo~l:r:a;r-.m in beautiful ~cvc~m conasa sec 

r:i. i·e.:;heve JJ.iy~nc£-r ( .bd.) <?_~ro.vc:;1c gn Ooyyu~ liovai, 

~rivlndruo, 1951, pp. 203, 278, 283~ 332. 

( 69) In :.teralc., -...yycl ncar irichur ia n oi te uhioh he a 

j'ieldou lloardo of Homq t!oins. For d~tcila oec: .! 
On tho oaotern sicte of the eep KaruvUr, Kattancc~i, 

Pollaclli, Vollalur, oJ.•. in Coimbato:t:e J..istrict, 
, ..- <#04 

Puduklto~~ai, E.nd IDltiyamputtiir in I·Iaclurci .wictrict 

and Kcrivolam-Vandanalllir in ~irunolveli Diotrict 
~ 

from uhoro oix aurei are found. ApproXimate Cioti.ru 

of tho hoarde aroa Vellalur .. .. I A .D • 14 ( ofiueustus) 

K.oruvtir Katta.ziaonni ancl PollaclLi: !.. .n. 37 ( Aur:uotue-. .. ~ ,. ... _ 

~iorius). 
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~hie hes boon oxp~ined partly by the beryl mines in 

Coimbatore District. It has been observed that l·7hat is more 

sienificont in such a trade route is the fact that the Velley 

of Ponnani carries a natural tranopeninsular highuay through .. ... ~. 

the Pal.4Jhat cap. This hi1Jh1~ay muot have provideG o. useful 

al":ernC~.tivo to the loncer ~astuise route bet't'men Zerala o.nd 

tho Coromandal coast. It is interesting to note that the 

period of the homan coins coincicles roughly uith the time 

of ·;;ho Tamil .Brahmi labels. A tentative trode route ha.a 

been envisaged t<Thich ran to l?udukkO_:t~o.i aroe crousing the 
' 

Coimbo.tore District and passing throUGh .!Jharapuram, Pt.:.lani . 
and l.JindilJU.l.. It has also been suggested that the routes 

leo.dine right across the Palghat gap anu northwards from 

tho 3hengotta pass would tend to converge oround Pudukkottai 

tract which uas an important Jaina Centre, and this tract 

uas linked tJith routes croosing from the Palghat gap. (50) 

In herala this route connects Palghat with Koduneallu%· in 

the south and Ponnani valley in the centre and by another 

east ern .rou to ~:1 th Ca.licu t in the north. 

Koruwr : ...... '4 (Aueuatus-Cleundiua). 

Puti.ukko~~ai : L."). 79 (~o Vospaatnn). 

Kcrivr.:*'CIJ Vondonalltirl A.D. 118 (Hadrian). 

l1hoJl~::r R3I:J, n.AriLe.modu: An Indo Roman ~re.ainc ~ta.tion 

on tho ha.ot Coast of Indja", ,!!, .iJo.2, July, 1946. 

n. ~olhi, PP• 116-118. Ibid., 116. -. 
(?0) n.w. Abraham, ~· £!!., p.;o and note 43. 
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The existence of some importe.nt anc iont Jaina 

C entree on the eastern side and the early mediovcl centrec 

on the nestern side of the Palghat gap and an early trade 

route, sugcested by hoards of Roman Coins on both sides of 

the Ghat, which probably connected these early centres lrlth 

tho later ones uoulci indicate an expanoion from the east 

to tho uoet, particularly from I-ladurai-Coimbatore region. 

Houever, the available sources do not a1ve any direct clue 

to thio assumption. On the other hand they suggest that 

the centres in Keraln arose as part of a well-knit organi

sation of Jnina. establishments in Trunilnadu\and lterala proba

bly vi th Tirukkunavay as their traditional mcd el. Their 
• 

connection u1th trade and commercial activities succceted 

by their geographical position is attested by the reference 

to groups of traders like Narpattennayiravar and Valanjiyar 
:: ~ .... 

in the AlettUr inscription. It appears that the interest 

' of these trading community ua.s mainly in the inland trade. 

~he existence of guildo of foreign merchants in the uestern 

coast porte liko Quilon end KodungallUr and in a slightly 

lator period at Calicut uould probably explain tho reason 

for the concentration of the Jaina merchantile croup in 

inland trade ~ith Tamil and Karnataka roaions. 

To the north of Pa.lehat, ther1 liere Jaino Centres 

ot Calicut, Ki!'iiliir nnd \1yncd area.. .Amona thoao, KiJ?Bl.ur 

c.nd Uyno.d Cent ·es ocem to bo earlier. Ki~J.ur is a Village 

near Balu6ser1 tJhich is about fifteen milos to the north

east of Cnlicut. An inscription yielded by this place io 
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dated in the one hundred and eichty nineth year a£ter the 

Abhiseka or the consecration o£ TirukkAliyapnatarar, the 
-· -

deity of the temple. (51) Astronomical data are given in 

the recQrd as Jupiter in Makara, the Constellation being 
\ 

Avi ttam ( Sraviethe. or Lhanistha) in the month o £ I-lesa. Tm ., 

name of the place is aiven as Xunaviiynall iir of which Kinalur 0 • • 

1 a e modern corrupt! on. The temple to l1h1ch the record 

belQn6ed is referred to cs Vicaiyarakiocuvarattu Palli. 
"' . 

~he term nall1 denotes the non-Vedic character of the esta-.. , 
bliehment and the place name KunavayaailUr suggests its rc-

~ 

lation vith X~avay or Tiruk~vay, the suffix 'tiru' being 

n usage added to mean 'holy'. l'rom the nemo of the temple 

Vijayaragosvaram it baa been inferred that this palli or the 

non-Vedic shrine was established by the Cera King Vijayaraga 

(51) ~ho record uae first notified in no.14 of 1901, 

!ll!! ond the text una publiohed in SII, VII, p. 74, 

no. 174. Neither tho inscribed stono nor ony relics 

aro soon at present but as early oo 1897 Logan hod 

described it as a ruined and doeorted temple. ~oo 

J.:Zel.nbar I-lonual. • II App. xxi, p. CCCXXIII • Aft or o 

thoroueh search made by i-l.G.S. Narayanan, tho gro.nitc 

foUI'ldotion of o.n old shrirm end tho frasment of en 

idol t1ore found in a compound uhich is cnl.led ambe~a 

norambu (tomplo compound), uhero, e.ccordina to the 

local people otood tho Ki~ilur Siva temple. See 

H.G.s. Narayanan, Qn• cit., p. 71. note. 
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tiho is assigned to the close of the 9th century. (52) 

The astronomical. data given in tho r~cord suit only the 

year 1083 A.D .. (53) If this is acccptou., l7e get th9 actual 

date of the foundation of the Vijayarigosvaram temple ao 

894 A.D. uhich is equal to the eleventh regnal year t)f 

Kotaravi Vijayariea. 

~yned area seems to have been a place uherc Jains 

trere present from at least the early medieval period. ~is 

fact ia attested 'by stone and copper eooords as 11ell as 

sculptures. A atone inscription from tho noichbourhood of 

n ruined temple at Ta!ekk8vu, near Pulpalli im South l:Jynad 

otates that the body of N@;Pattepqayiravar constituted e 

no.lcnram and set apart certain amount of paddy for a perpotual 

lamp for tho Yaksa. Those ~ho obstruct the deed shall be 

(52) For o dotniled discussion of the date of Vijayaraao 

ceo f.l.G.s. naro.yanan, Ibid., P• 71. note 10. lor 

an idontifico.tion of Vijaynrnaa uith Ko~o. Ravi (aa; 
to c 913 i..v.) seo hio Political and iJocial Conditions 

o:f Itoro.la Und or the Kulaaoltlygrt J:lnp1ro ( c • 600 to 

1124 A.D.). unpublished doctoral thooio, Keraln 

Univ .. raity, ~rivandrum, 1971. p. 96ff. It may bo 

noted in this context that the nsmc Vijayo.roae. uould 

bo suitable to Jinoo elao einco it means one uho hoe 

oonquorod raaa, uorldly attacl~onta. 

(53) li.G ..... llarayanan. ~eintorprotation in ~out!! Indian 

B1st2£Y• Xt1vandrum,1977, p.72 and note 12. 
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deemed as those uho do t-1rong to tho Tirukunavay temple. (54) 
~ 

Pal.aeoarophico.lly this inscription can be dated to a poriod 

as 9arly as the 8th century or at the latest tho early part 

of the 9th century A.D. (55) Since Tirukkunavay is mentioned . 

(54) For a reading of the inscription see M.G.s. Narayanan, 

~ (appendix ~) and for a short discussion on the 

record,~., PP• 69-70. The~ present author differoo 
from the reading of the date portion of Prof. Narayanan, 

uho rends 1 t as :nurrumuppattolu, meaniDB ono hum red 
~ ;tJ .... 

and thirty seven. and joins K.G. Krishnan, l7hO has 

, read.it as nurraimpattelu, meaning one hundred and 
., ... .... 

fifty seven. See K.G. Krishnan, •Tirukkunavay and 

the Inscription from Alattfrr', JKS, Vol I, ~erial 

no. t,July 1973, p. 32 and note 20. Ho'tfovcr, Prof. 

Narayanan or the present author does not omplloaioo 

on the comparatively minor difference of tuonty yecro 

oince no precioe dating can be arrived at by any of 

these readings. 

(55) Tho presont 't'rriter differs from tho pe.lnooar~hic 

do.tin .. e of i..lri. K.G. Kriohnan, nho thinko thot tho 
'~ 

record bel one a to about th a 1Oth con tury A.:, • \:Jhilo 

odi tina tho Tri vend rum nusoum l.iton o Inccri pt ion of 

I-1~£-njatoiy~, T.l .• Gopinatha. Rao, the votcrnn epjgro

phist points out some of ;he e2.rly cherocf!oristioo 

of the Ve.tteluttu lettero no, ta, no, ro. and pa. In 
""" . 

tho early records the lo~~r portions of theoo lottoro 

oro horiznntal and Gopinatha. Rao thinlts -<hat this 
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as a model for this templo and the of:f'erina is modo to a 

zaksa, it can be rightly inferred that this vos a Jeina 
• 

Centre of uorship. The establiShment of a nakaram by the 

body of ~larpatt,gnnayiravar indicates that thio t1as a trade 
, --

centre and ulso suggests the relation of the Jeina community 

of this place uith such corporate bodies. Traces of on 

early settlement like uella and basement of atone houses 

uere seen in the surrounding of the inscriptional s1 to -ahen 

the nau settlers from Travancore came and occupied tho place ,, 
) 

in the nineteen fifties. liOlt there i·s no· even a einele fe:nily 

of Jaina in this place. 

Geographically, \·Iyned is contiauous to tho ::Iouth 

Karnatalta regions, especially Coorg in the north oaet end 

Gu~glupot and Camarajnagar in the oast l'Jhich uere centreo 

of Jainiom in the early medieval period. These places hod 

access to tlynad both by river and land routes. i"hero is 

a t7QY through ibrost from the eastern side of Pu1pall1-

feo.turo 11 ltith some other too are "cha.rocterio .. li!c 

footures of the older forme of Vetteluttu alpllBboto 
• r ;, 

and afford us a test of the comparetivo antiquity of 

thCJ record in 1-rhieh they occur". 1!Q, Vol I, ao. VII, 

P• 153. TJ.e present author, on the basis of this 

point, vould be inclined to attribute tho roco::d 1o n 

date an onrly as the 8th century or a.t the le.toot 

the ninth century thereby pushinc back tho foundation 

dato of ~1rukkunav93 a century or a little ocrlier. 
~ 
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Ta?-:_ekkavu region to Bandipur and from there to Gw)glupet. 

:Co t~.is day Chettis from Kama taka and Tamilnadu use this .... 
route. River Kabbani, a tributary of Kiiveri rises from the 

t~estem ghats and flows east"t<Te.rd, Folowing Ka.bbani, one 

con e.rri ve close to f-!anantody on tho other side of the ghat. 

ThroulJh I4r:u:mntody, there are routes leading to Canna.nore, 

~ollicherry and Calieut. 

Along the valleys of Kabbani arc found several 

inscriptions of trade euilds like Anavo~ in the early 

elovent• century. (56) It has been sugaested that Kabbabi 

could be at1l1zed as trade highlTO.ys between Kerala and ::iouth 

Karnataka and Rongu country. (57) It is possible that 

Ta,!ikkavu-Pufpa±~i region was occupied by traders from thoao 

rerions. It appears that theee were earlier settlements. 

~he Talekkavu record refers to a Vitiyilaza or street temple 

which is yet to be identified. Perhaps it uas some temple 

at §ultan Batter* because, according to traditional lore 

there t·rere tnolve Jaina. otroets in and around BnttoH and~ 
-r 

they uoro kno'tm o.o Ha.nneradu iiidi, meanine tuolvo streets. 
•• •• 1f I ., 

In a oliahtly later period Jains had nettled in 

Calieut as testified by the ~iruvannur record. 

The inscription uco yielded by Tiruv~ur temple 

in tho vicinity of Caliaut and it mentions Tirukkunavay as ., 

(56) H.I-1. Abraham, 9.2· .£!!., p. :;a. 
(57) Ibid. -
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the model for Xtrumannur temple. (58) l.'ho inscription .. 
roe4storo an agreement made in the fourth year opposi to tho 

fourth year of a king Sri Va!a · Iromar or Irai Irayar. ~he 

record has been attributed to tho 11th century A.D. 

StudyinB this record ttith other Jai na temples trhioh 

uero associated tri th Tiruk~aviiy, there can be no doubt 

about the Jaina affiliations of the temples at ~iru.va~iir. 

It may be noted in this connection that unlike the Jaina 

temples t-?h.ich fol.:.owed Tiru~ariy as their model, the 
/ 

Vni~navite and So1v1te templeo of Kornla in the contemporary 

period follot~ed the rules and regulations of the ~irumUl.ikltalam 
~.,,.. -

temple, s1 tuatod near the Cera oapi tal of I-lakotai. (I·1ah0doyapura, 

modern Cranganore or KoduncaJ.l1ir). (59) ~o Tiruvannur temple ... 
io nou a siva tomple. l1e do not ltn~r uhon the converoion 

of this temple took place. 

- ...., 
(58) 'TIRtJKKUNAVAY OCE:U U11 OLU; . .ATA·~ I~T~ICCORAVOR', 1.12. . . .. ., 

.mean1ns • ohnll be dElcmod oque.l to one nho obotructs 

tho sncrod offerings to ~irulrkUJ?.OvBY. 

/LnsiB, Do. 220 of 1895. lor a translation baeod on 

tho impC'r:f'ect decipherment of Dr. Gundert Soo Uillic.m 

Logen, Ilnnual of I·Iale.bar (2 Yolo.), Vo& II, 1897, 

App. XII, PP• CXAII llo.4 ~oe also.§!! V, 1926, Uo.784, 

p.338'. For a corrected readina and a translation 

I1.G.~. ~orayanan, ~' A~VIII, port III, Dec. 19701 

s. no.144. Appondix A in 698-9; and alsop. 692. 

(59) l~.G.~. Narayanan, .QR• ill•• p. 692. 
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Another temple called Aryant~kkovil near the Big 

Bazar nt Celicut is built on the aranite basement o£ a 

modiovo.l circular shrine. 'l.i;.ie ie at present in the posses-
J 

eion of Svetambara Jain merchants from Gujarat and Cutch 

aroa. Several Digambara icons of an early date arc kept 

in the Cellar of· this temple., 

Be?ore conclUding this section a short note on 

the Jo.ina shrine at Tirukkutl'BV~y, l-1hich uas the model for 

other Jaina temples in Kerala, seems to be necessary. ~he 
, 

location of thi.e temple is a subject of unendina controversy 

among historians. Scholars have tried to locate it using 

mainly 11 terary evidences. !lost of them ln vo 1dent 1f1od 

this ui th :£ritkan·amatilakam, also knol'7n as Eatilnko.m, five " . 
miles to the north of Ko~ungallUr. (60) 

The patikam Qf ~ilappatikaram states that I*e.iuco 

Atiko.l ues residing at Kunavayirkottam after renunc1at1on.(61) 
• 0 \.> ~ - ~ 

(60) 1) lJr. tJ. Krushnaenami Aiyyangar, Beran Vanji, p.24J 

2) ·.~. .K. Krishna I1enon, RVi.IB 1 VII, :i'ho •Ve.nji £roblem' 
p. 113; 

3) Ullur 3. Paramamtara Iyer, Kern~. So.hi tyo Cor.itram, 
I, pp. 53-4. 

4) Elemkulem P .1'!. Kunjan Pillai, Koltnf1andoQFJn , 

g.$>l~'T'!Ontarz, p.55 and sco also Studios in ltorala 

~istory, Kottayem, 1970, p.261. 

5} n.G.s. Narayanan, im• XLVII pt. III lJec. 1970, 
!lo. 144, PP• 696-7. 

( 61 ) "Kunavayikottottaro.cu turantirunta KutakkoccertU 
p :; ,. ' , 

Ilnnko Atiltatku". 
0 
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I 

A~iy9fkkuna~ dosogmatad K~avayi~ko~~om as ~1~avay1l. 

Ku.navay, 11 tere.lly means the eastern BOtet:1ay end oo 1 t 
"' 

can be inferred that the place was e1 tua ted on tho eaetorn 

side of some important place. 

Kum vay is mentioned ao a prosperous toun 1rl e .. 
14th century poem called U~iyacoi Caritam. (62) It soooo 

to be significant that the totm of Kupsvey ia mentioned 
I 

among the famous totme of lterfl.leJ. Sukaa@:ndogn, o Sanskrit 

text of a slightly earlier period and Bhramarqoande~~. 

another ~anskri t l70rk refer to ~alta t1hich io taken to 

be the Sanekritised form of Kunavay. (63) Koltasnndcoa, 
" 

a I-1~1prav~am poem t7h1ch is attributo·d to tho 15th-16th 

oontury refer to Gunalte. and Kunekn. It ia si¢fiua.nt 
c .. 

that this poem •eives a factual account of Coastal routo 

from ~iruppe.rangode in the north to J:.tda.ppell1 in tho 
• ~ <"' c• 

South. (64) It hoo been suBaested that thio feet ocquiroo 

~ (62) P.V. Krishnen lla.ir (Eu) U~Jt:ft.cci Cc_rttf,;\, rtottayao. 

UPJd;vGccioa;itnn 1o a poem uritton in 9g..gpj 

otylo to enlovioo o dnncina airl namoc1 U~iyo.cci uho 

belon@d to Tirumorutiir. Tho pco t ooyo thc:t tho 

homo toun of tho horoino u~~ld defeat Ko~lcm 

( Uuil9n) , t:odungall\ir ( Crcnae.no:a:o or i:cl!otc.t of tllo 

later Coxao), li\·!lovcyll Putov1~u ( ?) 0 Uangalapuram 

(I-lencalaro) end liora.cc.ou<.1~cm (tho noyoc,lo Capitol). 
/ 

(6:;) i-le.thom Paromesverom Uocbudiri (od.) Sukos:g.ndepe:, 
/ 

Ko~tayam and Bl~aroocndosan. 

( 64) Elemlrulem Kunjon Pillni ( od.) KoltnnC~.ndoon, Kotteycm. 
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new importance 'tthm ue remember that Jainiea uaa moro 

popular among tho trading communities • (65) But the 
/ 

important temple at Gu9aka. t1as dedicated to :;>tm and 

from the poem ue understand that Brahmins did not enter 

the temple. f:Jome ac olars think that ti.is uas duo to the 

Jaina affiliation of the shrine in a previous period. (66) 

Hot1evor 1 t io to be noted that those aooumptions ero be.sod 

on the ident 1fice:t1 on of Gunaka <t1i th Kunavay. If thio 
"' 

idcntificcti on is accepted, aJ.l the above opinions support 

the vieu that Kunaviy "tras in Iteraln and 1 t uas looatod 
" 

near Koduilgaliur, probably at ~~kk~ama.tilalnlm or 

I-latilakam, as the place is referred to at prosont. 

In the present state of our ltnouledee ,.,o cannot 

give any conclusive evidence to prove tho exaot location 

of ltunavay. The only thing uhich we are able to state ia 
l! 

that th3 temple of :l'iru~avay existed at tho time of tho 

Ala.ttur record (c. 10th century A.D.) because the 

Adhikarar or the authorities of Ttrukupavay fiauro in that 

1nocript1on. 

Roaerding tho aooaraphical positions of the 

early Jaina centres in Koro.le. 1 t is intorootinG that 

almost o.ll of t .• om uoro ei tuo.tod for et:o.y from trcdi tionol 

Brahoin settlomonts. Somo 1mportcnt controo liko Palaho.t 

(65) I-i.G.n. l1arayanan, 212• .£!!•, p.21. 

( 66) hlemkulcn, .2Jl• ill·, P• 



and Tiruvo.nn\ir uere in totms and trado centros, Furthor, 
Q .. 

the early centres of Jains in Kerala tended to bo oltuotod 

on trade routes thoreby implyina their relation uith trade, 

though their ounersh1p of land and involvenont in oari

cultural ectivities cannot bo ruled out nltoaether. 

Some of the centres aentionecl above uero convert

ed into Bra.hmanicol templeo. For t:ant of teneiblo ovid once 

ue do not kno;r tLle exact period of this converst on. 

Tirucciranattumala1, t-lhich 1a nou conoidorod ao e 
"' 

~haqavati temple, is said to have continued ao o Jaitn 

temple till the 1'th century. (G7) Kallil tomplo io aloo 
I 

a Bhaaavati temple at present but Uvotnmbara Joins of 

Cochin visit this place and pay their homaaos to tho 

Yaksi installed in this tGllplo. 
"' r 

I/-
ParUVBSSOr1 becaoo e 

}lhamvat1 temple and tho imago of Chnndroprabbn ~hirthr.illrarn 
/ 

receives offeriD3a us ~xyap~a or UnotF, havina boon removed 

to o. roofless oncloouro outoido tho tOZJplo. ~ho ohn no 

o.t ~iruvonnur appooro to havo boon convo~tod into a 
~e ,. 

biya ionplo. At prcoont there i o n .. l.iaplo at ~cq-:o!rl{civu; 

It ucs noar thio tomplo tho.t tl"..::> incc~iption ~~oo found. 

Porr..c.po tho record bolonaod to thnt tGn plo. 

~ho ·temple o in Pr le:.nt and Ale:ttt,r, oncopt 
//-t; ... oao in Po.ro.vnooeri und Jcine mcdu t;ero ruined. ~oma 

of tho irneseo end rcmo.ino of etructureo u;..:ro rocovdrod 

( 67) Elamkulcm, .212• cit., p. 
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from the respective cites. Ki!10.1ur temple uo.s CO!:lplctely 

ruined vi thout leaving behind any trace except a atone 

record. 

Lntet: Centres 

In the later medieval period also Hynad, parti

cularly, the southern part of it, seems to have retained 

1 ts importance as a Ja.ina centre. Pilgrims from far o:uay 

places· visited Batteri-Pulpalli area. This foot is 

attested by the Jeina image inscription ~hich states 

that tho idol uas consecrated by ltatnaprabha.eur1 son 

of Chandraprebha.suri for the benefit of Yakkubei in tho 

year V. D • 1308 equal to .' .• D. 1251 • !rhi s ime..ge lms found 

in the Panbro estate uhich io on the uay f:tot1 Dattol!t. to 

PulpC'.lli.· /1 uorn out inoao of ~irth(\..:n!:ara. recovered from 

~c.lopoyo., five oiles north of r:::::nantody on ·;;he uay to 

Cannanoro and Tellichcr~ seems to boloncr to thio 

period. ( 68) It io interestine thct tl'o co aro tho only 

tno ioagec fm m U~·no:l uhich bolonaed to tho ..,,/ote:.;,_1boro 

ooct. 

t.•yno.d continued to b3 en itlporta.nt Jnino Centro 

richt from the early modi oval period to .. e pro cent dey • 

It ocemc tyot ne~ centres ccm~ up in tho erea in the 

17th century supported by the Knrkalo Jains. A number 

of Jcino tomploo or bootie ero mentioned in on.inccription 

of ~ekn 1606 (= 1684 A.D.). 

(GO) 239 of 196Q-61. App. D. 
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The names of bastip mentioned in this record 

ares-

1 • A~epati 
-

2 .. Haooer~u Bid~ 

'· Be.~:neco9u 
4. Puttanga4.1 

5. Hosa.neaf!i and 

6. Palagundu 

Among these six temples, AfOpE>ti i o nou oxt1nct. 

It 1 o clear f:rom the Umcription that tho t1nlodh8rfi or 

dnarapitha, on the obverse of l'thich this inscription io 
Jj 

encravod ttaa aiven tb the •A~epati Cai tyalaya' alone 'tlj. th 

many other objects. This Cait@nxa uao situated on 

the locality ~e~ember tho place uhere tho tomplo otood 

but noo there is no trace of such a otruotu:r·al buildi n(l. 

Somo of the silver, copper and bron~o articles Given to 

this tanple arc nou kept in the Vorodilr bv.sti, ullioh 1o 

tuo miles to the cast of tho extinct Aropo.ti Coity01nxt'• 

Tho boot! ot Varadiir uno built in tho lo.ot century o.nd 

uoo ropoirocl o ooo fifty yenro oco. 

Ao io cloar from the rocord, tho AFopot1 Cai t~.Clc.yc 

uoo dodice.tod to Actinathn or ftonbhani.tl.a Tirthen!tara. 

Uhilo all other Jaina tcmploo oro reforrod to.ae bestl 

1n thio record t~.io io t .o only one named as Cp.it.YC\le.m r· 

Bouover, uo do not knOl1 uhother thero l!BS cny d1ot1notion 

botl1oon Cai tyi.J.syBa ond baatis. i'bcro ouet hove boon 

tho imoeos of Gomukho Yf\Jtsa and CakreO'uo.ri Ynkoi, tho r= .. 
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attending deities of Adinatha, for uhom tuelve kasio uere 
. -

civon. neither this images nor the articles could be 

aeon in tho VaradUr basti. 

I" 

Banneradu Bidi basti, for uhich a Sodasabnavnne 
'I t 

yaptra uaa gran t;ed, is at Xi~ annan~ near Sultan • s 

Bat tori .. ( 60) According to loc41 tradition there u ere 

tnolve Jcin streets in and around Batter!. Hence the 

name Hannoradu Bidi• meaning t'\telve otreets. ~his uas 
•o _....... 'fil 

9ne of tho seven traditional Jaina settlements, tho other 

six beine llalJ!kyapuri, K~.irapuri , Kal.patta, V~ayo~u, 

Arcpat1 and Hosanaadi. Richt from the early medieval . ~ 

period the Jain streets anu the temple at Bettor! had 

l70 n oome reputation. ~his fact is clear f:ro m the T~'ekkavu 

inscliption recoYered from Ta!ekkivu, near Pulpa~;i, 

tuenty miles to the north of BatteXi. (61) At preoent 

thoro are no Jains in Batteri but the members of the old 

aoneration of the Jain a in ~:iynad recollect the day uhen 

this ta ple uas under worship. Built of huae aroni te 

slabo and sculptured pillaro, this temple is not-1 n 

potected rnonUJilont under the lJeportm3nt of ArchaooloB.V, 

Kerele. oto.to. 

( 60} C .A. Innee end I' .B. 2vana, J.I@lo.bor Gozottoor, 

Vol I, P• '(Jt/7. 

(61) n.G.s. Ha.rayanan, m, Vol XLVIII, Part III, 

Doc. 1970, "llol1 Light on Kunavayirkottan and 
0 C" cit t:' 

~ 

tho Date of Cilappat1 karem". Appendix D. p. 701 • 
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Puttangag.i 1s tl-10 miles to t :e east :of 

Pa.namaro.m. There is a small :f'ariD9r community of Ja.ins 

at Puttangadi. There are two dilapidated granite temples 

nhich closely resemble the Hannerady. Bidi basti at 
. $4~~ • 

Batteri in architectural pattern and style. Both of 

t .em are notr a> nat. dared as Hindu tenpl.es. ~~he one 

t7h1oh is on the way to Niruvaram is nou known as Janardana 

templ6, fhere is a Xannada inscription ltrithout mention

ing King or date trhich retP.sters a grant to the temple 

by some private individual~' There are beautiful sculptures 

and erotic images on ualls and pillara. Devotees, minor 

deities, sainte and beautiful dancing girls are carved 

on pil.lars o.f the f.Iu}thama.ndapa and the Gopura, Saraavati 
"'"' 

t::Jith Vfna on a pillar in the I·lukhama.!l~apa .and the 
0 

Anantasalana at the entrance of the main temple and tho 

Duerapalas at the entrance of Garbhegrha deeorvo epocinl 
0 

mention. 

Anothor structural temple built of grenito GlnbD 

io coon tuo furlongo to the east of tho so called Jo.nardana 

temple. ltemaina of a ruined Gopura and f.Iukhama.ndam could 

bo coon in fmnt of this temple. At present t,.i·a is knotm 

a.e Visnuauu.1. It may be due to the occurrence of so:mo 
.. IJ <J 

Vaisnovi to fiauros on tho pillars and ualla that those 
G" 

shrines ore regarded as Vaisnava to~plea. ·If these aro .... 
considered ae Hindu temples 1 t t10uld be difficult to 

explain tho occu..:rence of tho images of Jain Sainte and 

deities on the pillara and ualls sculptured uith oonoidore.blo 
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importance. On the other band there is ream nable ex-pla

nation of the Vnienava images. As Farguss.> n has rightly 
~ ~ 

pointed out t in the medieval poriQd Jains "allot·Ted the 

existence of Hindu ~ode and have admitted into their ,.,. 

scul.pturea at least such of them as are connected uith 

the tales of their saints ... (63) Further it is to be 

borne in mind that some of the Vaisnava symbols like 

aatsya {fish), Ku::-ma (tortoise) etc. are Lanchanas or 

Cocnizancee of some Jain Tirthanka.ras. 

On the nort bern ua.ll of this temple there is 

a. eculp ture of K:~~ dancing on a single hooded serpent. 

Immediately on the right side of this figure is a 

Tirthankara in ,!{a:tOtsw:;aa posture. According to Jain a 

mythology !;~~a is the Cousin of Neminatha the 22nd 

Tirtha.hltara. Another figure on this uall is of Brahmaya.kea 
/- -

tho attendant deity of Si tEq.a n·atha, the 10th Ti~thankara, 

rid1n0 on his vehicle (horse) uith a suord in ilis hand. 

A similar tmaae in bronze is found in the neu basti close 

to this tan ple. Figures of Sainte, in parayankaaena and 

,!tay;otsnrga postures are carved on pillars of J.Iukhnmanda.p_n .. 
in front of the main structure. 

On the southern wall are beauti~ully sculptured 

fiauroa of fish anu tortoise. The fieh miaht represent 

(6;) James ForBUason, History of Indian and Eastern 

Architecture, Vol II, London, revised ed. 1910, 
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the Oognize.nco of Aranatha, tho 8th Tirthanlr:p;a end tho . .. 
tortoise, that of ~Iunisuvarata, the 20th Tirthan!toro. 

At the entrance of the xqavaranae. halls is a bee uti ful 

sculptu:ce of Goruda, the Yak~a of Nominatha the 22nd 

Tirthe.ilkara. lc"rom this Yakse. firuro sculptured promir:nntly . 
at the entrance, and from the panel of dancinc Krenn and 

Tf:tbankara panel on the northern uall it could be riahtly 

assumed that ~he presiding doity of this temple l·raa 

Nemine.tha. There is the figure of a monkey noar the 

Garuda figure which is the Cognizance of Ab&nnandana, 

the fourth T"irthanlcara.. 

Tha sculptured pillars of the llavaramm hall 

possess artistic excellence. No tt~ pillars oro aliko. 

Fieures of male and female dancers, devotees, muaioiana 

playing various instruments and minor deities of Jains 

mythology are carved on these pillars.. Gne of thom bears 

a fieuro of Vijaye. YaJ.tiJilo, the attendi Jl.6 de1 ty of 

Chandrnprabha, the 8th !irthfiilm. ridina on hie 

myth1col vehicle parrot. (64) One of tho oxiotinc 

tspleo at Puttanaadi seems to bo the ono roforrad to 

in tho inocr.Lpt1or.. 

As stated above, tho non baoti uj_doh t1o.o oonotru

cted in tho lost cent'l.rCJ io located m ex' th1o tcnplo. 

Both the above mentioned tOIJplao and tho ooopounde eround 

them are otmed by tho prieotly clarJS ot tl:~S Joino at 

( 64) Accordina to. aomo ot~r myths IUo vohiclo io a 

aoose. 
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Tl-e other three bastie mentione~ in the racord 

are Bo~oa09u, Palagundu and Hosa~c!i. Be~ ega~ u and . 
i 

PelaBUndu baetie are on the t:1ay from. Panamaram to ne.ne.nt)'iody, 

the headquarters of 11. \iynad. Be!lPeao~u is the Kamada 

rondorina of the t:lalaya.lBJn Vennoyotu. Bimil.arly Palnaundu 
Q • -

is tho Kannada equivalent of I·Ialaye.lam Palakunnu. Each 

of theca old sites has ono nc:n-1 baati. Houover, thoro 

ere no romaine of any old structural buil.dinB but for 

the images of Tlrthahkpras. 

Hosanga~i baati is nou kn~1n no nanantbdi 

baeti. This is on the uestern side of tho I-lo.nantodi 

river, a tributary of Ka.bbani. In oldon times thoro uco 
I 

only one shop e.t Hane.ntod)l, '1h1ch ua.s eomo tt:o miles to 

tho onot of the present toun. To thia day, tbo ploco 

io called Ontori.and1, aoanina sinale shop. It t:oo on .. . .. 
tho ueotorn aide of tho Honantocti rivor that uooltly 

mer~et uao otertod in tho later prriod. SubaoquontlJ 

a nou market place aleo camo into oxistenco and henco 

tho nemo Hosoneadi, meaning the non carket. h\von to thio .. 
day tho cettle f'e.ir end tho neekly oarlrot oro held on 

tho uoetorn s:1do of tho river. t!h.on tl'O rPU totrnohip 

devolopod on the eeatern eido of the river, noaence~ 

loot ita prooin nco mainly booause of tho feet that tho 

trc.do roletiono of i-lanantodi aro uith I·iysore. i"ho netY 
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tounship on the eastern side of tbe river is acceGsible 

independently tdthout tb.e necessity of the I·la.Mntodi ferry. 

The present Jaina basti at this place is built 

on the ruins of an old one. . Pieces of six> ne beam and 

broken pillara aro scattered on the premises of the neu 

te~ple. Interestingly enoueh, one of the broken pillars 

bears the figure. of Ye.ksi Kiiemandini• the guardisn angel 
C>C. 

of Neminati.ta. That this is K'uemandini is clear fram the .. 
depiction of children. her cognizenco, Two copper plate 

grants of A.D. 1714 by a local ch1eftnin re01stor gifts 

of landed property to this temple. (65) 

fhese later centres in Hynad belonged to a 

group of Jains who had connections vith the Jains at 

Karkala. Perhaps they came to this region fmm :J • .. 
Kanara as can be a~sumed from their customs, family 

relations etc. The exact date of their immigration is 

not knovn. rJtth the conversion of Visnuvardhena of tho 
•" 

Hoyaala .uynasty, Jains in Karnatako. lost e ponorfu.l royal 

patron. Visnuvardhana uea not hostilo to other rolicloua 
<> ,, 

orders. Epi~aphic evidence prove that Sontnladovi, , 
Vig~uvardhano's uifo constructed a tomplo nt •Srov~abo~ao~~\(66 

( 65) Unpublishod,Author' s prf)vate ex> llooti on. ~ 

copper plates are in the poesession of Sri. D. 

Jinachandrayyn, Vijaye.tl:lruldirao Eoto.ta., Ko.lpetta, 

s. ~Jyne.d. 
(66) ~. Vol. II, intro. P• 7. 
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Houevozo oome of the lcco.l chioftaino of Karnntalrn conti

nued to be Jaino uh1le others became supporters oi thor 
I' 

of Saivis;n or Vai~~v:l.so. Among these chieftains, tho 
:' 

Saivitos gave staggerina bloua to the follo~ers of 

Jeiniam. ( 67) Salotoro obsorvooa nlloth1na is more resret

tablo than tha:t 1n tho matter qf o!1ouing to:UOranoe of 

tho follouers of th~ir rival creede, especially to the 

Jeins, the Hindus of s. India should have been so un

geaorous as to have hod recourse to a mot ~d of reta111n

t ion end revenee uhi ell na.s so ali on to the proverbial 

hospitable nature of the Hindus. ( 68) The o:xtortl on and 

oppression uhich tho Jains experienced in Kornotnka 

re~ltod in their large scale emigration into the coaotol 

rec1one Ulto South Canare. Tho lythic and copper records 

of Jo.ino in South Cano.re. are mainly of tl".i a period. Tho 

houd quortoro of s. Indicn Jainiom uno pee.ctice.lly 

trcnofcrrod to Canore. not lone oft or tho convoroion of 

tho lloyoola l.>ina Vionuvcrdho.na to Vaionaviam about 
•~" "" 

1137 A.D. (69) ~is uould account for tho foot thet the 

Jc.:Lna ~ntiqui tioo of South Oene.ro. ore of o. le.tor !hlricd • ( 70) 

.L~arkale in South Cano.ro bocemo tho centro of Joins in 

(67) Ibid •• Do. 334. 

(68),B.A. Selatoro, Mediovnl Jainiont pp. 288ff. 

( 69) J. Sturooclt, South Conare. l·~anual, r-ledros, 1894, 
p. 188. 

( 70} P .B. Lose.!, JC'iniem in_ ~outh Indin. 
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Ka.rne.take uhen the family of Bairasu. tfedeyars, uho l10re 

the etm ncest of Jain cl"'.iefs, made it their capital. 

The story (j.ven in Rioe•s History of llysoro states that 

Jinadatta an9- his descenda.uts, Join Kadamba chiefs of 

Humche. ncar Shimosa moved their capital to Sieila nt tho 

foot of a pass in the uppinangadi Taluk and af'te1"l1e.rds 

to KarkaJ. ncar the Ghats in Udipi ~e.luk uhere undor the 

name of Bnirasu \'Jedeyars they continuctl in po-.1ar undor 

the Chalukyan, Hoysala and Vijaynnagar kings, A Bairasu 

Uodeyar chieftain erected a statue of Gommata of Collosal 

siee in Karkala in 1431. (71) in the 16th century they 

aranted the hill in neighbourhood to a 9~tpiVDn Brahman 

for plenti ne arecanut trees .. (72} ~hue the fa:::mily of 

Bairasu \1odeyars, tfi th :fluctuating fortunes, continued 
/ 

to hold suay until in the 16th century the Linanyat ~nivn 

family of Ikl:eri overthrev them. 

~he Varadur record highlights tho cloco role

tiona betueen the Jeins of Karkel and thoee in Uynad. 

The Jai ns in rlynad and South Canare ohe.ro 8mo peculiar 

social customs and manners. They are fol&o·!Jers of 

liiacmbarc. sect. Tuo priestly and peaoentry dic~1otomy 

is prevalent nmone t ·.em. The priestly cleao in s. Cam. ro 

and t"1ynad apeak Ko.nno.du at :1omo. Jain bnnta in S •. Ca.nara, 

eopecie.lly in Up,ino.iicn~1 Tol uk oponk Kennada and unlike 

the Tu!u practice tha y folbu the patrilineal system of 

(71) J. Sturrock, S.Capara Hanunl, Madras, 1894, P• 87. 

(72) Ibid., P• 69. 
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inheritance. ~he Jains in tlynad uho belong to non

priestly class are knoun as Gaundos. Their mothcr-tonauo ... 
is Kanneda ana they follou the patrilineal system. They 

ere similar ~o the Jain Banta in Uppinangadi Taluk uho 
• 

differ little from Banta proper in South Canara except 

that the Jain Banta wear sacred thread and abstain from 

animal food and night food. (73) Like Banta in South 

Canaro, the Jaino in tlynad t>lso claim to be Ksatriye.s, 
::; 

namely a uarrior class. These customs and beliofs go 

to prove that the Jains in \1ynad are the descendants of 

the immierants from South Canara, especially from Uppi

nc.ngadi Taluk, uhich uas tho ancient home of the Bairaeu 

t·lodoye.ra, 

In tho Jaina architecture of Uyne.d the in.fl.uenco 

of Hoyaala. otyls in clear. Unlike tho temples of Korala 

and :.J. Kanaro, the Jain temples in l'lynad, eepocinlly thoeo 

in Puttnngadi ond Kidannanad near s. Bnttori follou tho 

peculiar pattern of the Garbhl'rrha, ~ultht'\DP.si, Ilnyorpnce. 
I) 

( pillcred hall) end I-lukhama.nde:oe. J.'he aon-- ral troatnont 
e• 

of ·he surface of tho t7all is also influenced by the 

Hoyoaln and in some cases that of Vijayanegarn styloe 

in depicting Puranic scenes and legends fxom Jeina mytho-
, 

logy. A detailed study of architectural and sculptural 

pattern is attGllpted which shows that th9ee monumcmts of 

(73) ~., P• 191. 
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.-• 

the Knrnate.ka style of temples confirms the source of 

tho influence. 

~hen the Hoysala kings be5an to erect 

Vaiene.vi te temples in t-ty sore, meny of the master builders 

of their court seem to have transferred their service 

to the court of Bairasu \1odeyars and other Jain chieftains 

in s. Kanara. These Jain builders uere probably sent 

to tlynad at the request of the Jaine in Wynad. At present 

this is only an hypothesis uhich mn.y bo proved to be 

correct l-1hen the pal.a.ce records of the .Bairasu t1odeyars 

and other Jain chieftains in Caners at1o examined fully. 

The Jains in Karnataka and South Canara, a CQm

munity of cultivation and trade had relatione uith Kerala, 

especially 'Hith tlynad in medieval. period l1hen this port 

ne.s a groat eontre of interestate trade. Unniyo.cci .. ,, 
9ari ta.a a 14th century I·laniprava.la Campi deocrl. boa 

t· ' 

Tirumarutur on the uay from Tirunelli tan ple to the 

plains- the home totm of the heroine as a prosperous 

contra nhich could eo.sily defeat Kollaw (Quilon), 

Kod~lUr (Cr~, Capital of tho later Corea), 

:Cunavay, I:c.ncalepuram {I-langelorc) o.nd lJuerr'.rrmudrem, 

tho cepi tal of the Hoyoalas. ( 74) ~ho centt on of 

Dt1arasomudroo ao e. areet city clearly indicates toot the 

t"!ync.d people hed knoun 1 to clory moot pm bably throuah 

the trc.do:ra from Ke.rnatalro.. The city of I-1oripurom roforrod 

(74) Upniyacci, ud. P.~.N. Pillai, ~rivandrum. 
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to in nusake.vamaa Kav;m of 12th century may be idont:l.fl.ed , 
t:7i th ~irumarutur9 ( 75) Based on these literary evidences 

the present uriter 1 a inclined to identify the medieval 

city of Tirumarutiir '\11th tho modern village of Vara.diir, 

the find spot of the present record. 

It is only natural for the Jain immigrants from 

Ke.rne.takn to sottl.e dmm in and around I·la.rutur, a pro

spering trading centre. !-lost of the centres referred to 

in the record are within ten or tuelve miles of this place. 

~hese later Jains spread upto Jal na medu in Pnlghe.t~ about 

150 miles to tl;.e South and a <me of them settle donn there. 

I-Lore than tt:o centuries the Jains in \1ynad cculd live 

peacefully in the l1ymd plateau. By the end of the 18th 

century this part of the country was disturbed by por-

pe tual conflicts batl1cen local chie:fteins of Kerala and 

the atto.cks of Iiualima fmm I-lysore. In the subsequent 

period \·Jynad became the battlefield of Pa.J.asei end the .. 
English East India. Compo.ny. The rcmlt '"rao tbet tho Jnins _ 

like other communi ties, also had to acok rofuao olsauhs ro 

in tho plains leavina behind their tcmploo end other pro

perties. This uould account for the dilapidated condi

tion of thoao Jaine monuments. 

( 75) i~uon~tavnmon XIII, 25 Ed. T ,A. Gopina tr. a Rao, 

~' II. 1, No.10, PP• 87-113. 
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Chapter III 

JAINISI·l, l'l,E STATE AliD OTHER SOCIO-POLITICAL 
pODIES IN KERALA 

Like many other facts about the history of 

ancient Kornla, the nature and extent of early conteots 

of Jains uith Kerala are shrouded in obscurity. ~ho 

earliest of tho available sources in Kcrala belong to the 

9th century A.D. This does not nooosaarlly mean that tho 

advent of Jainism 1nt~ Xerala is to be traced to that 

period. This chapter is an attempt to trnoo, as far as 

possible, uith the aid of the available matoriol, the 

mutual relation of the Joins and their institutions on 

the one hand and the state and other socio-political bodioo 

in Kerala_, c/'VV thJZ c.•fN:n.-· 

I-Iembers of the ruling family of tho early Cera.s 

are believed to have had relations uith Jaina asootico. 

A ~emil Brihmi inoo:d. ption 1n a cava on tho t~runntter hi~l 
(' -~ " 

at Pugntur in Karur ~aluk, ~irucci~app~ti District ooomo 

to throu somo liGht on thi o is suo. AooordinB to 'thie inc

cription Atan Cellirumporai causod tho .!l£e! (otono obodo) 
• • 

/ 

to be out for amannan { Slc. Sromane., e. Jo.ino conk) Coiik'Bynpcn 
oC~• •• II qe 

nhon the former beceme the hair apparent. ( 1) l!m location 

of this record in Kariir, uhich l70s tho seat of tho early 

( 1) rlagamrami (Ed,) !eminar on Inoort;e1iiono, ria.drc.o, 

1966, PP• 6Q-73. See aloo K.V. Rameeh (Ld.)_Jr'-iPQ 

~itoroture in ~amil and Some Dpi6¢Ppha, Volhi, 1974, 
P• 102, 
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Cerae and the s1m1lar1 ty in the name of the donor vi th 

tho famous Cora ruler Ata.n Ceral Irumpo~at. lead one to 

the identification of the heir apparent referred to in 

the record· uith the Cera ruler of that name. If this 

identification is acceptable this becomes perhaps the 

earliest tangible evidence to indicate the patronece 

extended by the Cera rulintJ family to Jainism in South 

India. We do not knou uhether the Ceras uere Jains by 

religious persuation. However. the support uhich Jain 

ascetics received from the trading community as attested 

by Tag!l BrBhmi records in Tamil regions and the trade 

relations of the Cera territories ttith foreign countli os 

testif7 the economic aspects of this royal patDDnage. 

This is not ~o present a monocasual explanation for tho 
'J 

royal supporto extended to the Jains in ~outh India. 

Scholars have postulated that 't ;.e Cera kincdo:n muot hnvo 

been a oort of f~ily estate in uhich ell tho arotm-up 

males had a oharo and interest - uhat kautijya calls a 

Kul.osruitjhe, a family croup uhich is considered to be a 

very officiant form of state organisation•, (2) and thnt 

the Corn dynnaty had tuo branches, the Utiyan line and 

the Irumporai line. (3) ~he record cited above refers 
$ 

( 2) K.A. ll1lakonte Sastri, A Hiotory of South IndU, 

Radras, 1971, P• 120. 

(3) Vaidyanatha Iyor (Ed.) Pstirpuppattu, Introduction. 

(Sehitya Academy, Triohur) note, 1. at the end. 
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to a member of the Irumporai line, probably the king t:7ho 
J 

is praised in the eighth ten of the Rptirmppattp. by Arisil 
~ " 

ltilir as TQlte.tiir Erinta Perunceral Irumporai meaniM• the 
•. ,,. • ftt 

Cera King Irumporai uho destroyed Takatlir, the Capital. of 
~ ~ 

tho A.t1!amap.s. ~his relation of one line of the Ceras 

nith the Jaina faith uculd perhaps aocount for the early 

micration or at least occasional visits of the Jains to 

the coastal regions of the oarly Cera territory which uas 

under tho Utiyan line. It can be inferred in this con

nection that the mllgious fai. th of Jai.ns spread into 

Xerala. travemng throueh a trade route uhioh existed in 

earlier period. This inference is supported by the fact 

that the routes leadine across Palghat gap and nortm1ards 

from the Shengottai pass tTOuld send to Converge around tho 

Pudukkottai tract a.a sholm in the previous chapter. This 

tract uee linked with routes crossing from the Palghat aap. 

~e existence of such a rpute must have aono a lone uay 

in the early spread of Jainism into Kerala. 

1'he installation of images of Yaksa and Yakoi . "' 

e.t Tirumale.i near Poliir in uorth Arcot Dietri ct is anothor 

oxe.mple of the royal support received by Jains. This 

incident io elludad to in a later epigraph bolonfi1na to 

tho period of Viduaate.lqaiya. ~orumBl. • an Atiyaman chief 
e "'" • 

uho uaa a strona supporter of the Cola king Kulottunga III 

( 1178-1216 A.D.). (4) Ttis bilinaual insc:d.ption givoe 

(4) SII, I, P• 107, f.n.1. Seo also K.V. Rameoh, ~·~·• 

P• 197. 
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.g• s name as • Keralabhubrtii Yavooiltj pamn§' in 'ttn e 
.. ! (f 

.skrit portion and as •Vanjiyar Kulapati Blip!' in the 
• ~? 

Tamil portion. In the opening line E11n1 1 a reforrod to 

as •Adigam~•. (5) In this record the donor Vi~Ydijta!akiya 

Perumal ( Sk. V:yamuktasravano3ynl.@.) claims to be a descendent .. .. 
of the king J.Sani ( Sk. P§Eicattatkula bhuse.na:vi te.nrpaar&-

..... ~ » ~ 

rajara3atmaja). It is interesting to note that during 

the Oankem period the Caras of Vanji or Kariir and the 

Atiyamiina of Tagn~Ur t1ere enemies. The Cera king 

Ke.J.ananykann1 Narmuticceral of the fourth ten, praised by . ,. 
Kappiyarru Kappiyanar, defeated Netumitalanci, a chief 

r (I ..-• o • ·1t 

and family member of the Atiyamans. ( 6) 'rho king Perunceral 

Irumporai of the eighth ten described as TakatUr erinte 
" 

perunceral Irumpo~ai won the Atiyaman king on tho top of 

the Kolli hill and seized his drums and Grow.na. (7) It 

appears that even at the time of the Pati~s. ~hioh waa 

considered to be later than the period of the Composition 

of the poems t .:emselves, these two- families uere hostile 

to each other. .By the time of our record the Atiyamans 

( 5) ~he uorcl ildiBaim~i in tho recor6 trhich qualifioo 

tho Kine ~,!ini as a mem bor of tho Adieoman family 

nao takon by Bultzch to mean •he uhoso pride cono1sto 

in oxcossivo 11borolity•. A§! (Uou ~orioa) Vol III, 

Southam India, Vol II, PP• 106-7. 

(6) fntirruppattu, IV, 2. 
"'L' 

( 7) Ibid., Patikem VIII. 
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uere considered as the descendants of the Cera famil.y af 

E};tni referred to in the present record. A king of this 

name is not met ui th either in the list of the earl.y Caras 

of Kariir Vanji or in that of the Coras of I·lakQtai (modern 

Kodungallur). A possible inference is that the king 

referred to in the inscription must have ruled some t1~ 

earlier than th.e Ceras of lialtotait (a) probably in the 

period of the 'Kalabhra interrognum' • 
• 

fhat almost all ruling families of the early 

South India of the Post-Sangam period had relations ttith . 
the heterodox rel.igions is clear from their stone and copper 

records. Pallavas and Pir}~yas of the earl.y period and 

their feudatories figure as donors in grants aiven to 

Jaina monasteries and pontiffs. A Cattan Va.ra.~a is said . . . 
to bo responsible for carving an image of a Jaina fiauro 

on tho wall of the cave temple at Tirucc~attumalai. (9) 

(8) ~e earliest knQun kine of this later dynasty is 

Ri.jnsekheradovar of the Velappalli copper plate, uho .II! . C'o 

belonged to tho early part of the 9th century A.D., 

porhapo Ooraman Perum~ Nay~ar. friend and contom-
, 

porary of the celebrated Saiva. Saint Sundaramurti. 

(9) Sec notes 22 and ?3 to the previous chapter. Since 

t11e Pandya terri tory abounds 1n Jain a monasteries 

end pontificates it seems to be doubtful that a 

prince t1ould ao to such o. distant place for education. 

Thore the prooent author is inclined to givo more 

ueiaht to tho identification of Vara~n roforrod - . 
to in tho rooord uith the Ay king of thnt ncno. 
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It has been observed by a recent scholar that 

a fund amen tal change occurred in the concept of Kinaship 

in South India tthich coincided uith the emercence of the 

Pallavas as a strang dynQsty. (10) The early concept af 

saorificer-king was replaced by that of a protector-king 

nnd this change uas perhaps one of the results of the ta de 
/ 

opread Bbakti dovotionalism of the Saiva and XaisnaVB .... 
saints on the one hand and the revivalists of tho Jaina 

I 

church on th6 other. Both the Saiva and Vai~~av~ saints 

and the Jaina monks insisted on the cult of Bhakti '"hich 

is nothing less than the personal surrender of the self 

to individual gods. Naturally, temples uere built for 

separate eods and goddesses and large amount of landed 

p~operty was donated to them. Tetnples and the temple 

cen~ered society of Brahmans and others amassed wealth, 

thanko to the Danadhe.rm.a doctrine or 'the lau of the gift • 

'uhich uos an important element of the role of kings'. ( 11) 

(10) Nicholas. B. Dirk3a, nHonour, Herit, Prosperity& 

From Rituol as Gift aivl ne to Gift aivina as Ritual 

in l::arly South Indian Kingship", Juno 1975 paso '4n 

quoted by Arg~ Appadorai in Kinas, ~octe nnd Temples 

in South India: 1350-1750, IESHR, XIV, Ho. 1. 

January-narch 1977, p.48. 

(11)Arjun Appodorai, ~· 
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It has also been argued that tn the articulation and 

public display of sovereignty•, even in the Cola period, 

tomJle building seems to have begun to play a po~erful 

role • ( 12) Royal influence in the religious not 't7ork e.nd 

the temple administration, has been pointed out clearly 

by recent studies on South Indian hi.story. ( 13) ~hio haa 

led scholars to :form a hypothetical idea tbat the rela.tion

ship of kings and royal agents to their predominantly 

e.srarian loc~litiea naa mediated by various groups of 

poverful local personages and groups. 

Th~se obssrvations and hypotheses can be extended 

to the region of Kerala and can be tested in tho l.ight of 

available cateric.l. The c·aras qf I·la.kotai vere particularly 

interested in tradOra and mercantile groups. Sthanuravi, 

tho successor of the earliest knolin Cera perumal gave some 

spocial previleges to the Tari§ijppalli at Quilon, the newly 
> t.• 

an ercing port-toun on tho t7est coast to the north of 

Vilinnan. (14) Tho contemporary political ovonto uhich .,. 

(12) ~., 12£• cit. 

( 13) Goorce u. Sponcor, •Religious Netuork and ltoyol 

Influence in tho Eleventh Century South India', 

JESSO, XII, Pt. I, January 1969. pp. 42-56. Also, 

•Roya8 Ini tic.tive Under Rajaraja', IESilit, VII, 

no. 4, necember, 1970. pp. 431-42. 

(14) ~' II, Pt. I, PP• 60-85. 
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infiuenced the history of tL10 Pondyen and the Cora royal 

houses had boon one reasnn for the royal patronage extended 

touards the foreign merchant p.roupa headed by Sapir Iso. 

a Christian, ( 15) t1ho uae inv1 tod to settle in the net1ly 

cate.blishod harbour to11n at Kuro.k:te!},i KollaJ!!t mmdern Quilon • .. 

In the previous chapter tJe have seen that tho 

Jaine 1n Kerala seem to have concentrated their interest 

in inland trade ~ith the regions of ~amilnadu and Karnataka. 

If ~thanuravi invited foreign merctdmts to settle doun in 

the port tot1n of \Juilon uith an eye l:ixed o.n commercial 

prosperity by overseas trade, his auccosaor Vijayaraaa 

encouraged Jaina mercantile groups and patronised their 

reliGion by building religious institutions for them. 

"" One may remember the example of Yi,ia:y:grac;eavarattu Pa~i 

probably named after the king with a double meaning to 

suit the Jeina. or the one who has conquered the uorldly 

dosires. (16) The ki~ Vijaynraga led an army to tho 

territory of the King of l:lu':akae tbrouah those orono eccordina 

to the i-1\isal::avenu~E\ :r.:avya. ( 17) It has been inferred that .. 

(15) fho political evcnto havo boon diocribed in dotcil 

by n.G.s. Ilarayanan, see his Cultural. ~y:pbioeio, 

~rivandrum, 1972, PP• 32-3. 

( 16) See noto no. s-~ to the previous chapter. 

( 17) Vija.yar·aco or Ja.yaraga as ooen 1n the Kavya l.ed tho 
~/- -

army to o.ttack Ieana II I-lusaka uho uoo hie brother-., 

in-leu. Houever, the uar uae not f ou_crht thank a to 

the offorts of • Goda • , the eon of Jeyoraao and tr..o 
nophou of fsana. ::ioo i·~u!o.ko.vamso., XII, 30 11 36,50,52,53. 
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the temple must have been built by tr~ king before the 

contemplated but unl¥aged tmr td th his brother-1n-lau. 

This pa.tron98e becomes more significant l-rhen ue know that 

the UusQlsa territory abounded in Jaina population as indi-, 

cated by the Kayya and that the r-fti~alm kings aluays prnyed 

for their blessings. (18) 

In the later medieval period the royal family 

of Venad patronised Jaina monastery at Naaerkoil which . . . 

uas on tho other si. de of the pass of Ara.mboli. At the 

timo of Bhutalavira Udaya liartanda Varma, largo amount 
"'.. .. 

of tho agran an fields uore donated to tho pontifical 

heads of the monastory of this plaoe, named Kamalavihana 

Pa~~ite and Gupavira Pap~Ajlta. A larBo colony of Jains 

also hna been traced in t .is looal1 ty. ( 19) This uas the 

southernmost reaion of the Travancoro ::>tate knoun as Vened 

in t1lOSO days • tlhethcr these crant c hove holped tho kina 

in tho extension of royal control in'OO neu aroo.s ia a 

question of mere spoculation but tho atrotoeic position 

of the colony of Joins proves to bo of crucial importanc o 

especially for a. dynasty t7hich o.ltfaya nas in foe:r of attacks 

fzom beyond tho southern border. ( 20) Tho libornl aronte 

(18) I~ogkn Vemsa, XIV, 26 • 
• 

(19) ~, Vol I, P• 194, Vol II, PP• 127-9. 

( 20) Palm loaf manuscripts of Periyavittu i-iudaliar 
"'"' . 

family, uhich oro nott kept in tlle Arclwooloaioal 

depnrtmont of Kerala state thron nuoh uclcomo 
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offered to tho oona.story my be understood in thio circum

otance as a pouorful factor in their hold ovor Venoo. Jainism . . 
in South India had ceased to be a otrone monastic ordor by 

this time. It had adopted many prnoticoo of tLo Hindu parti

cularly of Vais!lBvas. It may be pointed out in thio context 

thnt tho royal family of Vonad t1o.s devotees ot Vionu. ~ho .. . _..--~ -- .,. 

'llonou.r' thus conferred by a pouorful monarch upon a monastery 

tl:rouah land grent seems to have assured the kina of the 

support of a religious institution and at the same time satio

tied the caterial. demands of the lattor and aloo brou(Jht them .. 
into t .. :e 1n11 uonco of tho former. Thus the gifts of tho kina 
of Vol)a{l appoa.r to have political as t-rell~as economic motivat:tono. 

Apart fron Kinas, loce.l chieftains aloo ficure in 

our sources either directly or as xoyal roprosentetivcs 

participating in tho temple administration. 

1~e Uadudniravnr or Governor of Iramavalonadu 
c ll • ,. 

oeltos en oarooment uith the officers of tho tenple. 

A:uzmUrruve.r, tho Six Hundred and l~ila~o;. uho evidently . ~ 
roprooontod a aroup of bodyguards of the Governor. (21) 

It io aloo opocifically stated that the Governor of tho 

mdu or hie ol'ficors a.re not entitled to reed vo o.ny ltind 
• 

of p(\Yoont fro:J. this Dhatiir£~.r, moaning tho doity. This 

mo!too 1 t cloer that tho Governor hed no opocit'~ pouor in 

light on the political dovolopmonto o~ t ... !a period in 
th!o orao. ~orJ.o of thoao roco~da ore published in the 
ICoralo tJocioty Popero. tlomo ero unpublichod and 
dumbed in tho Steto Archecoloeical Doportmont office. 

(21) 220 of 1895 AR:;IIJ; 784 of SI,I, Vol V, P• 538. 
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the temple other thm the authority conferred upon him 

by tho ruler. In the Kipallir record Arappan Kunci alias 

Kurumporai, the ruler of K~oroinadu received payment 
~ • .. u ' 

and conferred on Cattanarukkati of Tiruvanca.klcalrun same 
* • 

rights over the shore of hie properties at Kantapuram, 

Mu~akkara1yUr, KUfa~~i and Parala~u for the expenses of 

daily trorsh1p. It is interesting to note that this tenant 

belongs to Tiruvancak~:alam which is near Kodungalltir, the 
'< 

Cora capital and the l·latilakam temple t l1h1C h 't1SO the famous 

Tirukkunavay according to most of tho scholars. (22) fhe .. 
reason for employinG a person :f'mm ouch a distant place 

1e not clear. Houever ti'J. s practice shous the rolo of · 

tomples as centres of uistri bution of uealth uhich lTas 

choxecteriatic feature of the medieval Kernla templos. 

~he expense for each item of daily uorahip is specified 

in this record. ~he income of the temple nne distributed 

amonB the servants of the temple uho carried out various 

"' - -duties such as sribali, ~ dance and the supply of ocndnl 

pasee and carland. The s~1aro of Artlppcn Kunci from 

n~ nukulocokarenallur uas oooianod to o certain Cotton .. 
Cirul:~~cn for inotitutina doily t;orohip, foodina e.nd dance. 

Such rodiotribution of temple tJca.lth amona vo.riouo eocti one 

of cocioty helped in in:o,~otinc them into a temple centrod 

oocicl etruc~uro. 

(22) 140 of 1901 ARSIB; 174 of SII, Vol VII, P• 74. 
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Besides Kings, locrl chieftains and vovernors 

of ijadun, aroupa of militia often referred to in terms . 
of numbers, perhaps showing the strength of tho croup, 
appear in the records. Thus ue have tho ~ix Hundred 

( afU!!u-·ruvar} of Iramavalanadu mentioned in the Tirunro!J.tl·Ur 
""«' • -

inscription, the Seven Hundred (Elunriurruvor) or K~po~ai-
~,. . 

n·adu referred to in the KinBl.ur record and the ~hroe . ~ 

~housa.nd (I·Ilillayiravar) of the Ki!laliir o.nd Alattlir opicrephe • 

. From the contemparary Hindu temple inocriptiono it io under

stood that the number by uhich oach croup is mentior.od is 

constant thrcuahout tho period. It has been observed that 

the .Kina aa 11ell as tho governors of districts appear to 

have mnintuined groups of men uho uere body guards, trustod 

companions and men of all '1':7ork at tho same time. Thoy aro 

present nith the king or governor uho mcltes en nppea.rnnco 

anyuhere and their numbers co1mted in hundre( s perhopo 

civo a clue to tho comparative size end otrenath of tho 

territOry under oech prince. (23) ~ho modiovcl otQno ond 

copper p1ato recorda of Keraln mention the I1unnftrruvo~ 
• r: 

(Or the ~hrec Hundred) of n~7*nin~u, Ainnii:f~uv;nr ( 4'® 

11·1 ve Hundred) of Purokile.nndu, Arunurxuya.r ( tlto ~in 

Ilundrod} of:' }lral.anadu, Ir"Oanvalnnodu, 1d.loalainadu and .. . . .. . "" . 
Valluvanedu and ~lunnurrgvar (~ho ~ovon llundrod) of 

0 •• ~ ... 

Kuruunorainfidu. ~heae lorao bodioo montionod in the 
v - ;) JJ 

(23) ~.G.s. Narayanan, "Politicnl and ~OQial Cond~ti~s 

pnder Tho Kulasekhara .t!!mpiro", p. 345. 



73 

medieval. records as participating in assemblies and ta.king 

dooisiona led previous scholars to postulate a democratic 

character to the village administration. Recent researches 

have piDvcd that this idea noeus a reconsideration. (24) 

It ie made clear that the mention of the ar:oup in numbers 

do ee not necoeaorily mean tm t the uhole body including 

al.l members ua.s prosont on the given occasion. ~he name 

of the body like ArunnUrruvar or ~lunurruva.r uas used to 
0 0~ Q 

denote the loader or commander of tho aroup. Often, only 

tho leader or perhaps a feu membors of such bodies uere 

present on such occasions as meetings of temple councUo 

making resolutions and taking decisions on the temple 

administration. An inscription :fro:m Tiruvanv~gur in 

Kerala makes thi a cJ.ear by referrine to Nanrulaziattu 
.... , 1ft g., • -

Hunnur:uvor as one person. (25) Groups of this kind are 

met uith throughout South India. (26) William Logan io 

o:f opinion that Sbbasravar, the Thouoand and I-1unniirruvor • ..... 
the Three Hundred mentioned in Karnatnka rocordo of tho 

13th century belonged to tho sooo type of orBaniaation. (27) 

~ooe bodies vho uore connected tri th tho temple 

(24) ~., P• 354. 

( 25) Ibid. The record reads, "lie.nrul.anlittu nunr1urruvarum ••••• 
•oro • ,. .. ., ., ., • 

con Cintenum I·Innkala.ttu .u.umaran Kunra.ppolanum .... . ... . 
Ilanrulanattu ••••••• Yanum 1 na.lvarum" • 

• , •• • 0 ... 

(26) B.A. Scle.toro, Ancient Karnatalta I, p. 

(27) LoBBn, I-lalcbar I-lenual, Vol II, Appordix XIV, p.CCXI ... 
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e.ct1vit1ea often :figure ao protoctoro of temple proportioa. 

Tho protective measures taken by the temple authorit1oo 
. ' 

aro in c.ddition to the moral throats in uhich tho trana-

grosaors of the temple property are equated ui th th.ooo t·rho 

obstruct holy- places and those who have committed tho 

oina of kil;Ling brah.Jnins e.nd Oolra on tm bon' ;a of tho holy 

GaDgee. In too· ~irum'annlir inscription the Six Hundred at ... . 
Iramsvo.lanndu uae entrusted uith the responsibility of ., 

protect ina Devasvam, the property of Gods and Bralum eum±b 

the property of Brahmins. They are requested to protont 

tho property of the deity trontine it as oqual to that C1f 

.Tirukk~vay. T:t:.ose vho obstruct tho property of Tiruiliappur 

ohnll roru.t a fine of tl'renty five .Ka.la.njus of cold to 

i'he Six Huni rod. This sholrs the pouer and responsibilities 

of the eroup 1n connection uith the temple administration. 

Similarly The Seven Hundred of Kurumporai alone uith tho . .. 
~hroe ~houscnd shall supervise the measurement of rico 

duo to the KinOlur temple and rectify mistnkos. It ooomo 
c. 

that tho oovon Hl.!lldrod ue.s .;ho croup of Aroppcn liunc:l, 

tho covernor of n:urumporoincdu end tho ~hroo :lhouoend nao . . " 
n body roprosont:lnz the Kina' a otm men, uhich io oaid to 

bo prooont ct l~lottlir uithout ata.tina eny porticuler roo

ponoibility. Some timoa those bodieo era ple.ced in charge 

of como property c.s Ktlitu no in the oaoo of ~irul\'fennur. 
..... Jil .. 

The ront uao duo to tho temple 1 toolf ao is clear ~rom 

tho :rocord (ll-7-8). In addition to the rent froQ tho 
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Kili tu the Six Hundred , t1as to perform t1orehip 1n the 

temple uith five measures of rice every day. (11. 8-9). 

Tho above dfsc:ription makes it clear that apart 

from boing tho protectors of the ~temple property these 

groups uho uore purely local in character had func1:1 one 

in connectS. on ui th the land revenue from the temple pro

perty and its distribution amona variouo functionaries 

from the prJ. est to the cultivators including templa 

sorvon te and pilgrims. ~his is quite in koepinc with the 

contemporary Hindu temple records and this fact points 

to the similar administrative system and the royal influence 

in the Jain temples in Kerala.. Though our sources e.ro 

extrema ly limited, tl'tlir etri king aimila.ri ty nith the 

contemporary Brahmanica.l temple records enables uo to 

make a comparative study which may help us to eat a somc

vhat satisfactory account of the relatiibn of the royol 

pereonages and local bodies with the Jaina rclieioue 

Insti tuti one. 

The local bodies mentioned abovo ero connected 

uith chiofte.ino ond their functions arc more or loso e.dmini

stre.tivo in naturo. Apart fm m these a certain croup ca~lod 

tho Narpottanngyirovar ia mentioned in some of our oarly 
t.> • (• 

inscriptional aourcea. ~hOllgh they arc ne.mod in torme 

of numbers, pooaibly como conventional otronath of the 

body, their function is evidently different from thoso 

of tho other bodies referred to in tho recorda. Tho 
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cxistenco of such a croup in verioas places in South India 

has been noted previously but not further details are fUr

nished about th1e group except that the number cannot be 

taken to pmve the existence of assemblies onna1at1ng of 

as many n:m1bere as seen in these nnmes. (28) Since no 

satisfactory interpretation of this texm has been given 

so far 1 t t'loilld be useful to bd ng together all the avo.il

able details of tlde assembly t1h1ch may givo us an idea 

about the territorial di atribution and activities of this 

aroup. Besides, smch an account will help 68 to anther 

some valuable information about the relation of this body 

t-1ith various rel1e;1 ous sects. 

Nmattennayiravar figure in the TBl.'ekkiivu ins-
~ "',. 

cription as the donor by whom a lamp was instituted and 

certain amount o:f land t:tas aet apart for the purpose. ( 29} 

The record states that ·the body of l~iirpattonnan,ravar 
• • <> 

established a naaaram vrhich a how a that the aroup nas in ~ 

volved i.n trade activities. Probably this is the only 

inscription ~1h1oh 1nfonn us uith soma certainty about tho 

(28) a.V. Subramania Iyer, TAS, Vol III, pt. I, P• 35. 

Boo also !,A, XXIV, p. 284 and Naaamayya, l.'rovancoro 

State Nanual, I, P• 255. 

(29) l'or nn incomplete eoo I-l.G.n. Narayanan, Culturl:'.l 

Symbiosis, Tr.ivandrum, 1972, p. 75. ~ho prooent 

author has preperod a complete toxt of this 

inscription. 



..., 

nature and function of Nijrpattennayiravar. In tho Alattlir 
• I 

inscription aleo this ~ou.p is present along uith son:e othor 

bodieo 1 ur.ilo makinc Slmo arrtmBGmenta re@rding the admini

stration of the temple property, but no details co.n be 

extrncted from the text about this group. ( 30) 

~e name Hirpattennayirnvar is mentioned in . . .. 
several epigraphs fQlnd in the Districts of 1'1rucc1rappalli , . . ~ 
.Reme.nathapuram, Iforth Arcot and Chingelput Districts in 

To.milnedu. They appear in records from about 9th century 

to the 13th century A.D. , spanning a period of about four 

centuries. 
• 

A Natpattennayirapperumballi at Ile.yerigudi in 
• "' l\ 0... ,. .._ 

Paramaklt~i Taluk in Ramanathapumm District io l:noun from 

a record registering an endo~nnent of land as Pallicc~~am 

for conducting uorship and festivals in the temple of 

Bhn:-avat1 Nayakar. (34) 

The name f!S1pa.tte~a;y1rpg connected u1th tt.ia 

Jaina mona.steey hence l-IOuld indioa~e tile association of 

thie body ui th the Jaina religion. ( 32) The Appandcna"tila 
" 

tanple at ~irlmarungondai 1n Tirukoyilur ~cl.ulr:, South ... 
Arcot District a.lso eoems to havo been called llirpattenna-. "0 

( :;o) .For n detailed note on t~.ie 1necz:i ption aeo .1.' .lJ .43 

of tm cheptor I. J'ain Contreo in Kerala. 

(,1) 53 of 1946-47 of ifiSIB. 

( 32) ~;tio inscription is cited in the article by n:.o. 
Kr1c:hncn "Ja1na nonumente in Tamil llndu", p .. 102, no.;s 
111 tho book cnt1 tlcd ~JlPecto of Jninn l~rt rnd Arc,j_d. toctJ.U.Et 
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xirapporumballi. (33) The record uh1ch mentions tho for.mor 
~ . 

is attn buted to the 12th century A.L. uhil.c the Anpandrajtpor 
'SA 

temple record be longs to the 9th century A .D • 

.An inscription on the nar ther 'trall of tbe 

.~apte.roisxara temple dated in the yoar oppooi to to the ,. 

fourtb of some lring, uhose nme ia not aivon, rogiatoro 

o. Gift of money made by the Pnllava nne Ucndippottp.raiYS 
I 

uho foueht and uon the battle of i'ellaru. ( 34) A ."'ift of 

Sixty Rall.ntlknpu for a perpetual lemp in tho temple of 
- 0"'' 

I-lahadeva at :Ctruttuvatture.i in Ido.1yarrunQdu uas recoivod ,.., , 

by the members of the assembly of Nollinmnaa.lam 't1hO thomsolvoo 

(53) ~., p. 95. In a private correspondence tho author 

ttrites that tile record enncernina the exprosaion 

Nerpattennayirapperum bnlli docs not givo nny moro 
• ·"' " ,. f1o 

information and that it just means that the Jaina 

monasteries Ol1a their existence or survival to tho 

aroup called Narpattennayiravar. 

(54) No. 12A of §II, Vol XIV, p.S. l!'or an identif1cnt1on 

of this King aoe '1.. V. f-ioJ.alint;nm, ~ncipu."t'r'n 1.n El".rlt 

South Indian Hieto£1, ~adras, 1969, P• 137ff and 204. 

~ho oditor of §II, Vol XIV t.~iteo that t:.io roco1.~ 

oey bo o.::oianed to tho kina nD.ranjetoiye.n clle.o 

Vcro.eu~ul since t2B onaro.vod clooo to tMo record • 

bclongo to tho 4 + 9 yoor of r.£aranjata.iyen e.llao 

P~~iyeltulapati Ve.raau~a nohoraja. ~his you oquc.lt 

to 824 A.D. 
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uere bound to b:t1ng to the temple and moasuro out daily 

ono llat~ of ghee. The recor~ stateo that this must bo 

protected by f..em!ia.heavarana::Et'tto~ayirevar •. ( 35) l>erhe.po 

thio inscription and the Ta!ekknvu epigraph cited are the 

earlioat records l'Tb.ich montion nijfpnttennn:yiravo.r. 
- .. "' 

An undated inscription at GanfPjatadhara tEnpla 
" 

in GovindaputtUr Udayarpalayam Taluk, Trichinopoly Diettict 
, 

oaya that an agreement uaa made by Sivabrahmanie headed .. 
I 

by Ka§ya.pp.n Kuran Sinaan and others. Dlhoy bound themsolvoe 
, .-

to be supervised by tho I-Ieb.esvara flptpattcnve;vira.vrr and 
,., Q ... 

to pay fines to tho Varixapperumakkal in case of dofault.(36) 
0 

An interesting record in the .~dyjhanathesv~pi 

Temple at firumanjeri in Hayuram Taluk, Tanjore District 

reBistere the gift of various articlco like a plato, trumpet, 

a hanging lamp and a bell o.lonc n 1 th an 1mnae of uorahip. 
/ 

The gift was made by o Soliyon !ffiniyr~ nemod wundcn Arenaon 
<'tJ a <ILo •• 

alie.s Narno.ttennayiro. r.Iny1lntt1. ( 37) ~his rocor<l io rou(thly 
4 ·~ 0~ 

attributod to tho timo of Paranteka I (907-955 A.r.). 

i'ho terms V""Sf1~P£ aca.nina trndera and !!~ete~.~irgm 

t:rh1ch occur in tho donor' a name augi)Cst aot1e relationship 

of tho aroup uith trndinc comounity. 

(35) "~anmlihesvnrgngzppnttannayirovorum r~:g~i". 
• C>.. • 

(36) lio. 331 of SII, Vol. XIX, p. 167. 

( 37) llo. 99 of SII, Vol. XIX, p.51. ~be moBllinc oi' 

the nord Hayilntti ia not clear. ,. 
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/ 

A Pattasal1 Sellurkari Peyp.lnlrunru alias 
.,. -.~vr--

Narpattonngyira Pnnadane nanqa1 and SollUr Kari P8rpgt1 
v ~ ... _., '-J•) ... 

figure as donors of BB amount of 6 3/4 m-e.kani kae{u for 
I n 

feodinc ~ivnyo¢..!! and I·Iaheavarae. (;a) fhis inaoripti on 

found in the Tiruvarur temple in Nagapatt1nam Taluk in 

're.njoro Diatrict is dated in the 27th regnal year of tha 

Cola King Kulottunea I ( 1096-97 A.D.). The record reaietoro 

the sale of land 11hich uas made tax-free to God Tirumala:L 

Udaiyar nahadeva by a sabha receivins the aift from the 
<J ' 

donors mentioned above • 

. An inscription of 1167 A.D. in tho Guhanathfl.gy;Qmi 

temple at KanyakUJ1)ari in Kaeyakumari District recorda that 

the servants of the temple sold the land adjacen.t to the 

temple to .Nal'.J)e.ttennayiravE for the purpose of establishing .. " .. 
a uaterahad. This land transection uas according to an naroe

ment l1ith the temple authorities and the body of nw;;gntten-
n ,.. 

l}A:v1rave.r. ( 39) 
"' 

I 

A Sivabranmana called Tevan Perumen aliao 

parpatte~ayirapattan figures in an epigraph of 1181 A.D. 

in Vedaranyam, ~irutturappundi Taluk in 'lanjoro District. ( ~0) 
. I'J ~ "(0 

·-/ 
Tho donor is certain Pall1ltondan ITagp.ra Isvaramudaiy¥, alioo ,...,.. ..,. .... 

Vtrasinga P~nmar of Gunamalaippuram vho gavo 150 nnrntunnrl-:orfu 
.... ~ .... ~ ~ 0 ct 

for a perpetual lamp to tho God, Tirumafaik~u U~oiyar. 

(38) No. 623 of ~II, Vol. XIX. 

(39} TAU, Vol It no. VIII, PP• 168-9. 

(00) pii, Vol. XVII. 
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Ka~ipaaottirattu NQrpattonnayire. Bhattan and 
n c~ c• 0.£1 

soua others belonging to different gotras received a arant 

of 16 madai§ for a perpetual lamp accord!~ to a record .. 
datod in the 29th year 6f Rajaraja III (1245 A.D.). (41) 

This record uas found in Ramaairi t Tiruva.llur ~aluk, 

Chingelput District. It is stated in the record that tho 
~ 

recepienta of the aift are all Si'Vabrahmanas. 
"' 

A Colepuram inscription dated in the 19th reanel . 
r . 

year of Jatavarman Sundara Sola Pandya Devan ( 1270 A.D.) 
• ....~ •• .. tl) 

refers to a gift of Biirpattenna:vir§ I·larall Levi, a uoman 
.., cS'... 0 

aacetio of the village. (42) 12 Y2 cows nero given for 
/ -/ 

half of a lamp to the god Rajendra So_!a Isvaramu<_!aiyar at 
-· - .,/ - -.v -the temple at Kottaru alias I·lummudisO!anallur in l!anjincd 

II) .., .. <e~.<fll • 

in Uttama~o~ va;anadu. Ko~":,a.;tt is near Na5erkovil. Tho 

aignifico.noe of the uord marali ia not clear. 

One np.rpo.ttennnyiraklml~n siena as a uitnesa in 
.. ~ IC' ~~ 

/ 

e record of~ 1266 (expired) = 1364 A.D.), uhich reawtors 

that uith the sanction of n:opannangal, tJ:t.e authoritioa of ... 
tho RSjasimhcS'vara tcmplo o.t .IC3.nc1puran cold oorno houooo ln 

the northern rou of the asnnidhi street to certain liudclio 

at tho price of 150 panes. (43) 

(41) ~·• no. 713. 

(42) TA§, Vol VI, pt. I, no.9, p. 13. "Pen tavac1 

piitJ?n!:J;onnD.:vira marali tov~". 
... & c.;) \J • 

(43) ~. Vol I (reprint, 1972), P• 123. 
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A 1fmattennayiravan nathm is mentioned in an 
• 'b Cl "" 

inscription found at Tiruppalatturoi in ~richinopoly Taluk 

and uistrict. ( 44) This mone.atory uhioh is nat7 knot7n as 
.I -- -!lanlaraoa;rxeevami J.latha is at i'iruvana.ikl':aval and 1 t belonged 

/ .,. 
originally to the Saivi te mat ham of Tiruocattimurram and 

' .. 4'1 .. 

uae presided ovor by the teachers 1n tho lineage of the 

I-ludo.lioro of this place. ( 15) ~hat 1 t ,.,as also co.lled 

~irujnana enmbandam t-latham and t~t 1 t t"las a. branch of tho ., 
matha at Rajarajepuram belon~ to Tiruccattimurrattu 

~ ~ . 
lludnliar are also clear fvom another inscription rocordina 

the arant of a village of Karumancurai alias ParalteoorimontJelllm .. 
to this monastery. (46) Tirucoattimurren t1eo ono of the 

So.ivite centres on the south of the river Itavori (Aro.sila.ru) 

fieuring in the legend.s of Appar ~nd 5a.mbander. (47) It 

io also clenr from the inscriptions that the prioeta pro

ciding over the math& at Tiruvanaiklriival t1ere diroot 
•-

dfoociplee of l!lama9Siv2yadilvar of the linoace of 

~iruccattimurrattu Hudaliyar. (48) 
0 ·• 

The above survey broadly dovidoe tho body of 

(44) AR~IB of 1909, pt. II, P• 105, para. 53. See oleo 

hnnaaoorl'a list, north Arcot Ineoriptiono 715 ond 

!l'anjore 833. 

(4~) nos. 585, 586 of Appendix .B of 1908 ARSIB. 

(46) 

(47) 392 of 1908 ARSIE. 

(48) 486, 477 of 1908 ARSIE. 



narpe.ttennax&rava:; into tv1o1 
·• ,'!') 

(1) Those who are rela~ed with Jaina temples and 

Honaetic orders; 
~ 

( ii) Tho so t-7ho are related t11 th the Sa.i vi te temples 
, 

and other activities of the Saivite movements. 

Their association with Ja1na establishmento is 

proved only by four records, tvo of them in Kerala and tho 

rest 4n South Arcot District in Tamilnedu. Rost of the 

records uhich indicate the Jaina affiliation of this body 

belong to an earlier psriod. Hovever 1~ most of the recorda 

they appear either as witnesses or as recepicnta of aifte 

or as protectors of the temple property. This shows tho 

potter and prestige they enjoyed throuGh the lenath and 

breadth of a vast area of South India. 

The emergence of the body of nfirpattonnayirnvrr - . ~ 
in the Cola period coincides ui th tho revi valia!l in the 
, ;' 

Saivite movement in South India. The Soiva aovooonto appear 

to have arodually rmotm stronaer and otroncor under tho 

Co~ ruloro. By the beetnninc of the 13th c0ntury A.D. 

ue notice a lnrao number of Ugtll.oo presided over by Sp,im 
~ 

qan:yasio oprco.dina thoir infl uonce over n lor co port ion 

of tho ~Ollil country. This nou revivallstic movonant hed 

some popt1.la? idee.e u~lich holpod 1 t to oproe.d eL'lonc the co moon 

people. Unl1lm tt.o lldvaita philosophy u:.ich eo oa not oxolude 

pious devotion to be practiced in tho first atoao of opili

tunl dovelopnont and nhich inoiot on strict e.dhoronco to 
I 

tho paths of J&e.rma, ao leid c1oun in the §._aot~!l.fh tho popular 
/ 

Snivc crood, on the other hand, paid nuch at on·tion to tho 
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I 
devotion to Siva. Furt~er it received into its fo1d all 

clo.esoa of people td thout. any d1 stinc~ on of caste. It 
I 

appears that those tendencie a shoun by the popul.ar Sa.ivp 

movement must have attracted various sections of people 

into its fold. The presence of the body of Illgrpattennama.vor 
; ··' 

I 

both in tho Jaina as vell as in tho popular SaiYQ novomcnt 

and 1 te association with the Tiruccattimurrn.ttu I.tudal1yara ... 
and thoir descendants seem to indicate their interest in 

the lot1er strata of the society ond their eotiviti ea. 

At least in one instenco 1n Kerala, their statue 

as a trade BUild 1s explicitly mentioned. In Talekkavu 

Inscription the body of Na£pattePB@Yiravnr not on~ figuros .. ... . 
as the donora of landed property for burnine a perpetual. 

lamp for the Yokel\ in the temple, but also ao instituti.Da .. ., 

a Uekaram. It hc.e been pointed out tho tom nnkpeo my 

bo employed for n city or o tr~dina corporation. (49) It 

is dofinod by Ilc:ynmata ao • o toun oituctOd 1n tho Centro of 

o Rnotr.o or nac~ o river protected by otoko~ 1 mud, surround!~ 8 .. 0 

uallot bettlcccnto and firo alJ. round' • An inotonco of o 

oorcb01t foundina a neltE\ram at Guilon 1a roforrocl to in tho 

::erio®pliltf-i copper plo.to of ~th~u ~avi. (50) l!ilal!anto 

~aotri points out thct 'tho meoninc of o trade corpornt~ 

( 49) K .. ROJlCOoary, "Toun Pl.annina o.nd Houao Build! na in 

Ancient Indioa, IHg III, P• 831. 

(50) n.G.c. IJornyonnn, 2ll• cit., PJ• 297-s. 
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araduo.lly attained popular! ty end that this moanina io 

derived from tho first since touno uero bie tradina ccntroo•. 

Be odds that 'the nprm;n tJoa in a1J./Prohoh111 ty o primary 

naoombly of merchants uhioh uae orgnniaed oo ono of tho 

1ocal assemblies in important trndo contros'. (51) Thio 

uould indiccto the character of the body of .[&;pattonnnyirp.vor . ...,. ~ 

uho io also presont 1n the Alatt~ inscription. Tho occlm

rence of this a;roup in various contexts in the inscriptions 

from ~amil region aoems to ahou their multifarious roleo in 

temple activities. ~hoir relation uith vorious reliaiouo 

orders need not necessarily shou their rolfGiouo affil1ot1ono. 

Instead it appears that they associated thES!lsolvoo uitb 

tomplos of different sects vh1ch had control ovor tho rooourcoo 

of the hinterland. The terms liko Ifi;ppttormjxirobhattoo . 
• lPin 

and Nmptjenna;y;ira~os uould t.1on moan that these peroom . .. 
uoro appoint od by tho body in their respective pooitiona 

in order to diocharae certain duties. f.neir participation 

1n land transactions and 1n public uorks such as conotruction 

of uatoroheda uould ehou their interest in tho economic 

activities of tho contemponary temples. 

~a foroaoina eurvoy ohooo that tho oorly Corno 

ao uell e.s tho Perumel ld.J\'ts of Daltotoi cn.a fuo lane o"£ 

(51) i'he Colo.g, P• 503. 
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Vcncd extended thoSr patrona(JO touerds tho Jdns in Itomla. .. .. 
fhoy conotruo ted tomploa, installed 1m 60S end donatod 

proporty for their inati t-utiono. l?ollouine tho kift6o, 

tho rulero o"f na~a a1so donated gold and land to Joinn 

inotitutiona. ~he political bodios liko munnurruvor ... 
(tho !fhroo BUDdl:ed) 1 Aimurruvar (the li~ivo Bu.rilrod) • .. " 

Aruniirruvor (the Six Hundred) , :Cluniirruvar (the Seven 
"' • oiQ - Cl('\ .. 0 

Bundrod), I-liiv~iro.vor (the Throe ~ou.oam) aloo uera 

rolot(Jd to the temples of Jains in Itore.lrl u1 th oomo 

functions roeardina tho protection of the tomplo propel.'

tioe aaa!not defaulters. It seeD!3 that thO royal patronaao 

ox'iiondod touarde tho Jaina 1nst1 tutiona had cocinl aa uell 

as politi co.l motivationo. ~ro'U(Jh tho gamrouo aii'to thoy 

could hold tho Joina church 111 It.erClla under tl~ ir infll!onco. 

Apart frco the ltinsa and rulers and the political boclioo, 

como tro.cle oreo.nioations woro e.l.so related uith tho Join 

teoploo in Jioro.lo • Por oxcoplo, .Uarpattormayircvc.r, nho 

oro cot uitb oloouhoro 1n SO"~th India oo::~tly in co~..oction 

uith t!lo Sl:!!Va inotitutionc £1[:Ure in Gm:lO Jeino inoti

tu'\ii.ono in Itorola. i'hio socno to indicate that Joine 

inotitut1ono 11'1 I.Corolo. uero 1nvolv~.d in econO!lic cctivi tioo. 

Houovar, lilto tb:J contcnporocy BrM&lo.nical. roli~ous inoti

tutiono Joino tocploo Oloo intorcc'\ietl t11 th tho otato o.nd 

othor politicol bodioo and tre.do auildo. 
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Chapter IV 

SOCio-ECO.tTOI·liC FURCTIOlif OF JAIN TEI~LES IB. ltBRAL/'. 

Tho Ja1na Canonical. texts of tho earlier poriai 

do not proscribe temple building or idol uorob1p as a 

prerequisite for tho deliverance of soul. Probably tho 

temple cult and the idolatry emerged in tho Jaina order 

as a necessary consequence of the sottled life of monko 

as well as the establishment of monasteries. These netr 

dovelopmen.ta, uhich uere c~uaed by liberal land aranto and 

don at ions to Jaine. monks by kings and chieftaino of South 

India, resul tod in a new t193 of l!.fe and outlook of Jaino 

monks and preceptors. !i.'he involvement of Jaina mone.otorioo 

in agricultural activities helped the Jaina reliGion to 

percolate into lower strata of the society ond to extend 

its roots among the common folk on a lnrae scala. As o 

rooul t of thia mora and more people t1erc attracted to tho 

rel1eion; uhich necessitated the assimilation of somo of 

the practices and beliefs of the common people. Porh~o 

this reciprocal interrelation of the monks on tho ono cido 

and the l~ity on the other must be the reason for intro-
' during ne't-7 practices and customs into the Jaina order. 

It has been pointed out that Samantabhadro, uh.o 

perhaps belongoa to tho eo~~ oontury of the Christian ern, 

uas probably the eorlieot preceptor to ley dOl·m uoroh1p 
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as a religious duty of leymon. ( 1) Following him the lator 

acar:m.g further developed the system 0~ uorship, introduced 

elaborote rituals and codified ruleo and reaulationo for 

temple uorship. 

Papl;l)Qcnrix;a of Vimala Suri, a ~rph7t text, g1veo 

us eo~W details about the uorship of Jaino. 1mageo and 1n

stollat1on of idols and the abh1~ka or bathina ritualo.(2) 

!rb.e ParamarthaprnkiulSh oxplie1tely staten that thoso uho 

do not perform asta;vidhjnii!:cane., the eight fold uorship 
• " ,_.., ..,# . 

of the Five Perfect Beings 1.o., Arh8t, ~iddhn, AgS;ya, 

Upijdhxaya and Sarvasi\dhu, cannot atte.in sBlvation. (3) 

( 1) Ram Bhushen Prasad Sin~;, Jainiam in Enr)J flodievp.J., 
/ 

K@rnatakp, Vella, 1975, P• 23. Srovanabelaola inc-
~ . -

cr1pt1ons mention Samantabhadra frequently as ono of 

tho three early pioneers of the Jain a in South India. 

Vooa1 oays that Samantabhadra is often choractoriood 

by the epithet Vanavaeiq, probably denotine hio oaoo

c1at1on uith Banavasi. Jainism ig South Indic c.nd 

some Jaina Epta;appq, Sholapur, 1957, p. 194, noto 1 

and aloo Ill, XII, P• 247. 

(2) ~. Sant1lal Vora (~r) Paumacariya, part I, chapter 32. 

Verses 70 ff. P• 252 f. ~o date of Pnumacoriyn is 

controversial. Some scllolaro think that 1t uo.s composed 

in tho 1st century A.D. uh1lo somo others led by Jo.cobi 

hold that it bolonao to tho 3rd century A.D. 

(3) A.u. l.lpadhye, (.!Sd), ;r.aramartheprruca4, v. 168, p. 1:;2. 

~h1o uork ia attributed to tho 6th century A.D. 



89 

Vararigacarita. refers to ttX> kinds of 'trorshipa, bhava pu;t{ 
tnd dra~a pujnfand also points out tho differenooo betuoon 

the tuo eyetome. ( 4) This Jbext describes tho merit of 

building temples, settin~ up imaaea ond 't-Torahipping the 

dci ties. nus text furnishes th3 most detailed description 

of the rituals of the sacred bath ceremony of the Jinas.(5) 

The Pa.dmapurana, composed by Ravi eena in tho 7th contury A.D. . . ~ 

advises people to erect Jaina 1mages, uorohip them uith 

flovcr, inconao, light etc. for blosaings in the present 

life and that in the other world. This text further otatoo 

that installing Jatna idols and performing uorsbip to them 

t7ould help a man to accomplioh the moot difficult 't":Orldly 

duties. (6) Later ~orke like Yasaotil§ka C@rnnu of 

(4) A.N. Upadhye, (.Ud.}, llarangac~ita, Bomba.v, 19:;e, 

OhaptGr 22, Vol 43ff. p. 216. Uplideyo thinko tbc.t 

this is a. uork of Ja.tnsimhanandi end 110 plecoa th9 

author e.t the end of the 7th century e .• D. BhOvrmi\ja 

moens tho concentro.tion of mind on tho variouo qunl! t1oo 

of tho dei tieo end drnvxopu:Jn ooono tho proper uor

ship of the idols of Jino.s lTith el.a.borato ri tunl end 

offoring of oiaht crticloo uhich included rico, omdol, 

inc once end flouer. It may be notod that drnv:mri,itdQ 

implies tho uorohip of idolc. 

(5) Ibid., ch.22, V.33ff, pp.215-6 cnCl ch.23, v 60L .• 

pp. 225-6. 

( 6) Prcmapurflnam, Dha.rnti yn Jncnn P 1 th, Irasi, 59 P part I, 

ch. 14, vv. 92-3 and v. 21;, p. 321. 
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Somadovo. Biiri (959 A.D.) end Vncunsd1 arevp.J.tacfu;:p of tho 

oorly yoors of the 12th century A.D. oponk of tho sri to 

of performing reliaiouo activities like instnl~a 1dola 

and uorobipping them. 

Epiarc:phioal. ev~dencoe from copper end lithic 

recorda of the contemporary period corroborate the abovo 

Clontioned data collElotetl tram rellcioua litoraturo. 

Acoordinr. to a copper plato arant of the tt.e.demba King 

I-1rtJeao. Varman 0 n Jaina temple tHlS conotruotod by him in . 
·- ( tho city of Palaoika, modern Hala1, in his eiahth roanol 

year. {8) Hie aucoeoeor Ro.v1 Varma o~de erronaomonte to 

conduct festivals on specific occasions for tta glorifica

tion of Jinondra. (9} An inscription of tho ciltth recncl 

year of tho Calukyo King ltirthi'V§rman II cays 'iihat n Jaino. 

ten ple uoo eroctod by Kaliyemme.0 the Givunda of Jobu.lagiri .. ~ . 
in L'haruar district. { 10) Dur.tng the reicn of Pulal:reoin II, 

Duracoakti of tho Sendrnk family donated 500 nivartanos 

of lend for tho w rehip end offering to tlle god Sankho. 

Jinondro. ( 11) Similar reeorda obtained from Karnatolto 

( 7) Iliro.lnl Join (Ed. ) , Vagunnnd 1 ..Jravak!icnrA, v .482 v .136 • 
... 

< a) !A, VI , p. 24. 

(9) Ibit'l., p.26 

(10) ~,I, pt. I, no.5, p.3. 

{1)) ~·• IV, no.3, p.2. 
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explicitoly or tmplicitely refer to the practice of temple 

buil.d1 ng and instal.lation of imges d urine the 7th-8th 

centuries. 

In ~amilnadu aloo the practice of templo buil.dina 

and idol .11orship beean at le nat in tho setn3 period. An 

inocription of the sixth reanal year of the Palleva Kine 

Simhavarman records a crant of landcti property as 

Pe.lliccr-nda!!l for the worshi'P of Jinendrn t'nd Jeinendrao. ( 12) 

Another r~·cord of. Peiica.pandava malo.i stt,tes thct c oartain ... 
naronan of Puaal.Blamancalcm caused to be carved an ime,ao .. ~.., ... 
of Ponniyakk:i. attended by a Jaina monk, probe.bly tho pre-...... ., 
ceptor Noganandi. (13) There are a nt~ber of records txom 

Nortl: Arcot, t-ladurai, Ramano.»lJapuram, Tirunelvoli o.nd 

T!ruch!rappalli districts ~hich record installation of 

1~.ges of Jinae end gifts for kinde of offerinca. (14) 

From these literary and epigraphic aourcoo it 

bocomeo cloar that tho Jetns p~noticoo of buildina tamploa, 

installing imasea and offt.ring ~urahip uer pt'avo.lont throur)l

ou t §ou th Ind 1o. durin a the o arly modi evcl period • It em bo 

o.lso ncoumod that the sproed of theeo prccticco tf..:.ich f'ollouod 

(1;1
) Pallevc.r Coppotulrpl~I:&uwe.tu, pp. 1-32. . " 

( 13) ~. IV, P:"l• 136 ... 7. Looei thinks thot thio io v,n 
I 

imoce of Li<ldhf:~-lro., t .o C\ttond~.nt L,oity of ilehnvira. 

kor on iconocrephic note oe ifin~Qm_in ~outh Indi~ 

end Some Jainn Dp1~nphe, Uholnpur, 19~7, P• 40. 

(14) ~'All, no. 51, XIV, nos. 22, 32, 39, 41, 45. 
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a universal. pattern ua.s a rooult of an oraanised movcrnont. 

This lies the period · hich tdtnoocod the r,etivitios of tho 
, 

.Se.i vi to end Voiono.vi to Saints uho propagated tho ideo. of .. 
Bht\kti clevotiono.lism. Jaini em in ~outh Indio rose to tm 
ocooeion, accepted the challenge and adopted variots methods 

including the cult of Bhakti to gain around. The ·uave of 

Jaim bhaltti movomont roached Korala probably in n sliahtly 

later period. 1'ho earliest traces of otructural templOfl 

of tho Jains belong to the 9th or the 10th contur,y A.D. 

Acceptance of tantric modo of uorohip and other 

tantrie and oceul t practices lTas another policy lfb r 

attractinr, popular attention. This aspect also can bo 

studied only in the back eround of the South Indian Jainicm. 

It has been observed that 'the grouth of Juina tcntriom 

was tho natural outcome of tho oarly mot1iowl aec, t!hich 

t1i tnoaood. tho infil trc.t · 01. of tontriom into Dudclhiom, 
r 

Sci vion and Vnionavism'. ( 16) It op,ocro tho.t t110 tc.ntric 
' .. 

l1l-S introc1ucot! into tho Joino. order throuah tho cult of 

Yak coo cna Yckoio. .... . ... ~hooo oupornaturo.l boinco uoro ou·hor<linc:'.;o 

do1 tios cttond!i'ilj upon if.!naa. '•'11.3 y llod no i.rdopcn<. ant oxi-

otonco. In tho c ... rlior toxto o.nd ioonoc .. c.pllic roprooontr-t!ono 

( 15) \Jo hove dioouoeed this pro blcn in do toil in tho 

ellcpter on • Joino Centres in ~~orale.'. 

( 16) R.;J • .t?. ;..tna:., JniniEJ'jl_in en_rli r;cdiovcl Korpa!._ak_£\f 

Uclhi, 1915, P• 56. 
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their oubordinate position io clear. ( 17) But in somo lotor 

eculpturos like that in the I-Ier,uti tom11le nt Aibolo tho 

position iG elevated to that of on independent deity. 

Further, the Inks.,& at the I:eautl. to~lo tea tuo lady 
~ 

·attendants. (18) It has boon sua~osted by provioua ocholaro 

lilte P .B. Dead. that the chanr e of the YaJ:si imo.aoo from .. 
tho loft oido of tho' Jinas to tho moro important riaht 

oide also, shotJS the prominence attained by tbeoo aoddooaoo.( 19) 

Losai, uho has carried out intenotvo studios on tho ~outh 

Indian Jainism is of opinion that the Xinnnii~Bt e oootion 

of Jains in .Karnataka. trho uere responsible £or tho intro

duction of some net-1 ideas like the equal1 ty of uoaon, played 

en important role in propagating tho cult of yalttis. (20) 

~o Jnina cult of Yaks1 uoreh1p m a boon dooc~ibod 

( 17) Jas Bureecs, Diaa!¥7J.bo.ra Jaina Iconocr.aph;y, p.5. 

In a sculpture of 0 7th century Ambika Yakoi of 

the 22nd Tirthankara is depicted on the left sido 

of the lli!\ as ~1ait1nc upon her lord. She hac four 

erma and two children an hor lop. 

( 18) Henry Couoena, Cholukznn Architecture of tho Kr.rnn~ 

District, p. 31. 

(19) 

{20) 

P.B. Looe.i, -Sm• .£..!!·. p.:;a. For a oiuilor v! ou coo 

oleo _~. • .u .j?. ~inah, .sm. cit. , p.52. 

I.E!£1.' P• 170. For o comment on this ospoct baood 

on aocioloc;y ooo f.1J:{. Ro.a110vo Vorioz-, ~~ono.o'l;ic Lifo 

of Jaino in .ti.arnatakn, ( unpubll ohod term papor aub

oittod to tho JUU) 1978, p. 38. 
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by some scholars as an entire~y nou phenomenon amona tho 

Joins of Kf·rnataka during the early modi_ova.l times. ( 21) 

Honovar, somo other scholars mve pointed out that the 
' 

uorohip of Jakans and ~kais in one ua, or other cooeo from 
~ . 

a hoary paot and that those dani gods and aoddoacoo aro 

said to hove boon connected uith tho cu-lts of mother 

aoddess e.nd fertility. ( 22) ~hio observation is oupportotl 

by several sculptural represent ctions fro:n Buddhist oitoa 

in north India as uell as in the Deccan. (23) ~hie io not 

to araue that the prc.C?tice t18S Oiff\l.aed from the l'!Orthern 

India. Instead, the Yaksi norship in South India seems 

to have been evolved from lQcal cults of mother goddess. 

Tho folk character of the tantric aspects of the YD.lmi 
" 

uorship seems to support this viev. (24) Further, it rnoy 

be remembered that the Important tantr1c texts liko 

Jvalini kal.pa and Bhairat1 Padmavati kal-ea nhich codify 

ond systematise the uorship of zaksis 1 uoro composed in 
• 

South India. According to those texts tho uorohip or thooe 

J:altei e ne.o oriainotod by Jn1n procoptors of Uouth ... 

(21) r..B.P. Uin~~~ ~·cit., P• 51. 

(22) Ancnclo K. CooDC.rooucmi, Yclrso.a, Dolld, 1971, pcrti, .. 
p. 3;, c·nd port II, p. 1:;. 

(23) ~., aeo perto I~ II plateo. 

(24) JJ'v@niltolpp, Ch. IV, Voroo 1. \luotod by R.l:. 

llendi, l}clllJ!oua 1not1 tut ions end· Cul tn 1n tho ,l;cc.s.'Yl, 

LoLli, 73, P!?. 1 14-5 • 
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Indio.. ( 25) Houover, ilhe sculptural ovid one o uhich procodod 

the literary tcxto uould indic!:'to that the cult t1no proval.ant 

amona tho poople and that later preooptore syotomatiood t~~ 

ttorship codifyina rules and reculntiona for the eeoc. 

In Tam:i:lmdu tho earliest cvailablo ovidonco t1hioh 
'4:~ . 

indicr> to tho axis tenc o of the uorship of J'f:'.ltoie be lone to .. 
the m1U.dle of tho 8th century A.D. ( 26) ~o charactoriotic 

( 25) 
/ 

JviiJ.iniknlpa uas composed by Indrcmnncli Yoaiauarn in 

939 A.D. under tho patronaao o t the RQ'~~;-e.lriita Kina 

Krsna III. The toxt snyo that tho uorohip of 
~ 

Jva~mali~ was oriGinated by ne;acaryo of tho 

JJravi~a tJaneha,. Propi tin tins this YaJ~~i in tho 

UiJ.airi llills, tho precepto~ Holacnrya rooouod ono 

of hio d~sciplos from the evU spirit of pt;L'Illol:lf.oltqnn.n_ 

(P.B. ~esai, ~· cit., p. ) • Bha.irovi Pndr!~Jl.P.~ 

.Kal.J?.P. uo.e uritten by f.lallisena Suri uho lived in t L.c 

11th century A.D. He ffBS e. reputed echolore in 

Sc.noh:L"i t • ~hi o text c odi f to a tho uorship of Poclmt'.VC'-ti, 

tho attcndl'-nt Yaksi of Parlwanithe.. Aecoruina to tra

dition Pa~voti is responsible for the proopority of 
" the Santt:'ra ehiofo of Itarnatalta. (qysoro end Coorc._ 

from Inasu:iptio·,g, p. 1:;8; EO., VIII, .Dn,er 35). 

(26) ~. IV, pp. 136-7. Tho inccription on rook in 

Pcncnpandavomnloi, 11. Arcot Diotrict, stetoo that tlo .. . 
Yaltoi imoce, under uhich the op!cz-oph io anara.vod, 

" 
uao cnuood to be carved by certain r.arc.ne.n of 
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:foatureo of r-4odieval ypk~1 1ma.aos ltko indopondont ote.tuo 

ana proninont position are preoont in t~o ~amilnedu 

sculptures also. This seems to indicate tll.nt thoro uoo e 

universal pattern for the uorthio o:f yekaia. 
. ' From. tho 

oculptural representations it can be inferred that Jatno 

preceptors and revivalists made efforts to popular! eo 

the yaksi cult. 

roforred to above is dcpicto6 as attended by a saint, 

probably the preceptor l~aganandi. ( 27) Ajjnnandi, nho 

eaueeu the mksi imago at Tirucai.nattumalait · to be 
• G 

sculptured was responsible for carvin8' eomo ,xalcs& imnaos 
I 

eloewhore in South India. (28) ~~eso aotiv1t1eo aoom to 

Puaalalamezgalo.m. The record also aayo that tho 

;yaks~ represented by the sculpture is J?onn1ynkk~ .. -~ 
P.:a. i>esai has identi'fled this image of ya1tf!1 uith 

tho female figure seated 9n a raiood plat form. Ho 

also identified the xalt~1 Jlo~i;yakki t·1ith :;;siduheyim, 

tho e.ttende.nt doity of I-1ahnv1re (~eeai, 9.1!• £,1,!., 

PP• 59-40) 

(27) ~osc1, ~· 

( 28) J:'rom tho op1crapllico1 and oculpturol. ovidonceo 1 t 

con bo inforrod tllot tho r;min ohcro of c.ctivitioo of 

tll.O preceptor Ajjanantii uno the I-lc.ti.urd. lJiotrict. 

:.t.'ilO oculpturos oauaod to bo mndo by him con bo ooen 

ot Voll.!mclai in tho l~orth Arcot District o.nd at .... 
a ·uvodi in the iirunolveli JJistrit!t. lt'or a cloto.ilod . 
cloccription of i;hC Ll.jje.nondi •o rov1vo11otic f'.ctivition 

ooo P.B. Desai, ~· ~t~., PP• 62-G3. 
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ropreoort n rov1va.lict1c oovomont uhich forood part of o 

conscious e:ffort ·:~o propoeato popular cults and practicoo. 

It is to be remembered horo~that thio uas tho period of 

rovivnl of tho Jaina religion in South India after o 

tcmpornry set back caused by the uido cpread ect1v1t1oo 
/ 

of tho Bhakt! exponents of tho Saiva and Vai~nava aocto. 

It hao been riehtly aeoumod by scholars that tho populari

sation of this cult t7a.s a nood-oe.tfJofying device on tho 
. 

part of the Jaina preceptors and monlts trho had to compote 
;i 

nith tho oivitea e.nd yienaviteo. (29) 
I 

;_ -
It seems that the oul t of JBk:oaa onu Xalt&io 

~ 4 

reached .Keral.a follouing the lJave of rertval.is::::l t7lJ.ch 

spread all over South India in tho 8th, 9th and 10th. 

centuries A.D. This assumption io supported by tho opi.,.r 

6raphiaol dnta supplied by Tiruccnr~ttumoloi. (30) ~~e 

fiauro of the Yakei Ambi1:a at this place carved by .. 
Ajje.nand.i deserves attention in connection uith an obse~, 

I 

vction ondo by .Ueoai that Ambi~:a, tho e.ttondont doity o:f 

tho 22nd !Cirt r.nnko.ra Uominothe hc.d ,,on arontor roverenc o 

(29) Dooci, ~., pp. 72-5. ·~bo prooonco of thio kind 

of pOt)ulnr culto in Jo.inio nhouo th!.:.t 1 t hctl poooca 

bottond tho. circle of mona.otic1oo end becamo po~uJ.or 

rolicion lfith o cult. ihooo fertility opirito aro 

prooont hero bco~uoo tho people ere hero". A.A. 

Cooanrao;:omi, gn. ill,., P• 35. 

(30) ~. Vol. II, port Ir, p. 125f~. end plntoo coo oleo 

!ill•, Vol I, pp. 193-5. 



98 

from the people of ~.t.:arailncdu in th,o early period. (31) 

l!o£t preference t-1o.e aivon to ~iddhayika of IlanoVira. In 

Korala, ~iddhnyika 11aa ina tolled in tho lt:<1llil tomplo noar 

Porumbovoor in the Ernakulam District. 

A common feature of the oarl.y centres of tho cult 

of yck~ia should not be ovarlaoked. Th~ uoro oituatod on 

the top of hills. According to tradition Holaonrya, tho 

oriGinator of the cult of JvBlemalini, propitiated the 

,zoddoos on the I!ilagiri hill. (32) I-1oot of tho Joino 

tomploo in Tamilnadu t-rore on hill top. In Irercla also 
~,.,o. 

tho early centres are in the hilly roe1ous like ~iruccarattu 
" 

! nd Kcllil removed far o.tray from the fertile pleina. It 

has beon observed that •tentric survivelo are moro not1o -

able in tho poriphorel nroas then in tite m o.rt of DrohoonicC',l 

centres. (33) The above montionod controo are all far nt1ay 

iroo Bhohnnnicol Sct·::le:nonts uhich t7ero oituatod invariebly 

in tho fo~tilo acrioultu~cl rocions. 

(31) ~oooi, 2n• S!!•P p.69. 

(32) ~·· p.73. 
( - 'tt ) . ' Q .. 'h ;J;, h•w• .., erma, 

lndirn Sl)ciotya H1Qj:s>r1ct::~ _nrobinro, p. 107. 

Prof. tJhorma io cpeckina cbout tho macro lavol of 

tho t1holo of India but this eoelile to bo applicable 

to tho oicro lcvol of :.louth India, oopocieJ.ly 

~emilncd u clld Korolo. o.) co. 
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In tho lotor period uo O'::'O noro ocntroo of 

:tcltq;t uorshi~ Comina up in the plans. One ouch oontro 
4 

is ot ?eruvcoS'cri in the Palahet District. An iooao of 

Oandraprabhn ~:frthankara uhi ch uao formerly inotnllod in 

tho central shrine is non removed to an out encloouro trhoro 
I 

ho rocci voo lto:reh.ip as Saata or Ayyan»Jl• :Che fcme.J.o doi ty, 
"' 

p~obnbly Jvolomalin! who is the attending doity of 

Chandro.prabha, ic t7orshipped as Bhctmmti. Ll.t riilMporur 

in th c Kotte.yfllU iiotrict a xgltsi is enshrined 1n n tomplo 
p 

usuelly lt:not-m as Po.llibhacavnti temple. The involtinc hymn 

of this deity proves beyond doubt that this uas a ~.(34) 

Siddhfiyi!w. in the Kollil temple is ·uorahippod by local Hinduo 

as ~nasvati or Lurr,a but the Jains from Coc;.in end All,oppoy 

come hore and pay their homages to this deity as a yeJtni:• ., 
Apart :from theso 1ndeponc~ont ohrinco for Yaltoio, 

oovoral Hindu temples in Cochin ond Central Travanc~ro hnvo 

YA!sie as subordinate deitioo either enshrined in ooporc.to .. 
enclosuroo outoido tho Control ehrino or inotollod ooaot-rhoro, 

oonctimoo in tho pontin:pa, front porch, in a. pronil'Ont ploco, :s • 

o~ in tho c~oo of ~iruvella ~ocplo. (35) 

( :35) ~he JC'J:c! in tho ~iruvelle tc:nplc io rofor:i_'oa to 

oo i.;oy;~.~c 1~1 or I-1ah!fWF:lto,! 11. a. copper plato inccri-
o 

ption tJhich is attributed to tho 12th, 13th century 

;\.l:. ooo TAFJ, Vol II, pt. III, P• 163. 1.412. 

" 
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From the above survey 1 t is clear that tho 

revivoliatic movomonta of early ~edioval Jainism in Sou~ 

India ranched Kerale uith all ita chnraotoriotic feoturoo 

like ~ample uorehip, Bhakti devot1onalisn and te.ntricica 

like the cult of ;m,l:spp and yal~:nis.:.. foople, os o Bhal:ti .. .., 
cissominating centre, played en tmportor.t role in tho 

Joins order. A perusal of the Jainn records in Korela 

uould shou that the Joina temples eote~ ns a centro of 

oocial, cultural and economic activitioo. 

~e first and :foremost function of a tomplo is 

to provide the common people a reliaious centro for uor

ohip. :rho Jaina centres both eerly and lator uoro ouch 

places ui .. h temples of Jaina deities. ( 36) l!'or oorm . .t.on fbllt, 

religious belief is baaed on rituals performed at ouch oontroo 

uhere imaees of gods are installed and tho ritualo uoro 

part and parcel o:f i;he cult of Bhakti t-7h1oh ua.s a charactori

stio :feature of medieval Jainism. ~~10 inoor1pt1ono yicldot: 

by various Jain a sites in Kerala give us oorao itloc of oovc~cl 

ri toe per:form3d in tho Jain temp leo in LCoralo. :..'ulo!f:aw 

atone inscription of 0 9th century A.D. rofcre to such n 

rito 1.o. 11Cilt1nc; a leap for JOkS]a.• (37) A:.1otho1.· roc04d 

of about tho came por1od rolJiotcro o. erent for tt:o porp:1 tuc1 

(36) For idontificntion en6 dioc~ption of Jcino oitoo 

in Korolo Gee Appendix II. 

(37) Soo ~upro Chcptor II.noto 51. 



101 

lampe in the temple at KinBl.ur. {38) According to another 

inscription· of 1606'A.D. the Jaina chiofo at Karlro.le offorod 

a number of mapla to a bpsti in r!ynad. ( 39) Jm ns attach 

much importance to tho lamp offerin.g to Jaina deities. 

Ja.ina Canonical texts and Puranag like Parnmarthaprnkioe. 
~ 

and Padmapuri!!! of early medieval period ordain Jalma 
lJ 

devotees to make arrangements for the eight ~old ~orship 

amona uhich lamp is an impibrtant component. ( 40) 

lie get a fairly detailed account of daily offorines 

made in n Jaina tem!Jle :fmm the Hagercoil recorus of 

Bhutelavira Udaya l·larthanda Varma of the Year 1506 A.D. (41) 
-~ 

~l.e se records register several grants me.dG by the ldnc to 

the Ja1na monastery at Uaeercoll in di:f'l'erent yet.rs bocin

ninc :from the Kollem year 681 { =1506 ; .. D.). Accordinc to 

these grunts arrangements wore made by the donor for doily 

offerina of Pnyasam ( sueet ~ice) in t . ..e morning end sacred 

lamp end rice of:f'erinp at noon. Apnrt fnom theso, aarlond, 

( 38) Sec Supra, Ch. II, ifote 54. 

{ 39) Ii.n. ho.che.va ,Varier, ~he Vnradur Jain Inoc:d. ption 

of :Jelra 1 GOG J;CS, 1976 llecocbor. 

( 40) Pe.rcmarthapraltno!l, v. 168, p. 312; PcdraBpu:r:O:l'!g., 

pt. I, ch. 14, \"'V. 92-3, P• 313. 

( 41) TJ\~, VI, pt. I, p.153 ff. Tho kind ia deccribod 

aa tho oonior nembor o:;. tho Ci~evey fClllily uhich 

'tJao the rulero of Vo~ag.* 
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\ 

rosewater, camphor add saphran ~ero aloo offered on Sundoyo 

in the month of Ta1. (42) The KinalUr inscription is anotncr 
- 0 

record ~nich gives us some more valuable details about tho 

daily ri tuols in a Jain a temple. Bo.ndnl paste and flotJar 

garlands ~ore offered daily in addition to perpstual ~s. 

5!he rite of 6rlbali \18S also observed daily. An interestinG 

piece of information supplied by this inscription is that 

arrangements \1ere made for a dally offorina of umbrella. 

I·Iedieval Jain texts like fare.m~-~bapraknaa and Vasunandi 

Sravalticarn praise the offerings of incence, fiot1er, unbollot'i 

rices, stlocts and umbrella as meritorious deed. (13) A 

peculiarity· of this kind of rituals io that they are in 

one tsay or other re~ated to s·ome mythological beliefs. It 

is the mY,thological concept that givoa the reliaious beliofo 

and rttunls their character. Even iconographic features oZ 

certain aods and goddesses are basod on the mytholoey as tn 

the casos of Yaksi padtli'e.vati and Yoltoa Dharail~ndra, ttho aro 
• 

the attendant deities of Parsvanatho. The tJorohip of pore:>nol 

gods can bo introduced only after the omoraonce of the 

(42) ~ •• pp. 157-9. 

(43) PCJ:te:me.rthapraltnco., v. 169, p. 312; Ve.auno.ndi 
, 

Srovokacaro, vv. 483-92, pp. 135-6. 
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mythological concepts of gods, de:.lieods and attendant 

deities. Elaborate rituals of individui gods are formed D1l 

the basisof these concepts and beliefs. f.he rituals beco~e 

in their elaborate nature the instrument whicb strengtens 

and rene~s the religious conviction. (44) 

One of the important characteristics arthe medieval 

South Indian :Bhakti revivalism is its tendency to employ 

artistic devices which ~ere later institutionalised in the 

dissemination of Bhakti through temples. f.he mass media of. 

music and donee were used 1n the propagation of Bhakti doVJ

tionalism and such media were common to all religious. \~1ilo 

~~the Bhakti movement utilized the potentials of art for propc.

ganda, the art on its part helped Bh~ti to take root in tho 

society. 

Artistic performances like music and dance were 

common to the medieval temples of South India. ~e pre-

\ sence of ouch activities in medieval Jaina temples shows 

that Jainiom had become a popular rcliaion. This obsor

vation is supported by eminent smiological thinkers who 

have pointed out that •mass relie1on• is frequenay and 

directly dependent on artistic devices for the required 

potency of ito effects, since it is inclined to Qake concoo

sions to tho needs of the masses which everywhere tend to 

(44) For a detailed discussion on the ritual and 

cerowonial aspects of relicion ee:, Helville J. 

Horokovita, Cultural Anthropoloez, Delhi, 1974, 

pp. 210-33. 



104 

foreward oaatc and idolatry•. (45) 

Inspite of the extreme limitations of our sourooo. 

~o have a few references to some of the recreational aepocts 

of the medieval Jaina temples in Kernla. The Ki~ilur ins• 

cription, cmong various daily offerings, refers to Kuttu, 

( 

dance for ·1:1! ich certain amount of paddy was set apart. (46) 

This intorcoting reference to Kuttu reminds one of the similar 

' ·practice ~hich was prevalent in the medieval Brahmanical 
I 

' temploo in Scuth India. Sometimes tho performance was 

based on Sanskrit dramas for example, Kaliziiikam kutt~, 

the fourth act of the Sanskrit play Bilacarita, tJhich is 

usunlly attributed to the celebrated author Dhisa. (47) Thio 

kind of activities have been viewed as a powerful medium 

through which Brahmanical ideas, ideals and mythological con

cepts were propagated among the masses. (48) However, our 

oouroes do not provide us any clue to infer upon the aturo 

nnd character of the Kuttu perf~manooo referred to in tho 

record. :Sut it is interesting to noto that the performcnco 

of music and dance in temple ~aa not unknown to the Joino 

of modievcl South India. Vari4aacnrita shows that music 

(45) Ibid. -
(46) Supt·o Chapter II, note 51. 

(47) ~. II, pt. I, p. 267. Winternitzs RVRID, V, pt.I, 

Jp. 1o-11, K.R. Pisharody, IRQ, 19, 1925 pp. 238 ff. 

(48) For c discussion on the temple dance in Kerala 

oeJ h.G.S. Uorayanan, Aryaniootion in Kerala• 

~rivundrum, 1972, p. 43ff. 



105 

and danco t·Joro 1 tems \..rhich were oondidered important in tho 

evonina tlorohip. (49) Padmapura~ nlDo deacr~b~s music and 

dance performed in the temples as meritorious offerings by 

which tho devotee gains eternal blioa. (50) Epigraphical 

ovidencoo oleo go to prove that the performance of dance tll~h 

musical nccowpaniments were prevalent in Jaina temples in 

the early medieval period. In one at euch instances a 

Rastrakutn King donated a village to make provisions for 

dancerrs a.nd drummers. (51) An inscrption in Ka}:ugumali in 

~irunelveli District records that a certain image was cauoed 

to be made by Tirucc-iranattu Kurattikal for the oarit or 
o3 " 

certain !uttan Kaman of Porumb~Ur in Kottfrr Radu, evidat1y .. 
a dancer t1ho was in some way or other connected t'li th 

Tiruccaron!lttu mala1. (52) Dancinc halls~ .. were also attaohoc1 .. 
to Jain ~onaeteries as attested by a Sravanabolgola epigraph .. -· ~ 

which refers• to a nrttalaya, dancing hall, constructed by 
• 

o. certain ootti in front ot the Ifa.c"{ora Jinalaya. (53) 

~ .... 
The. sacred procession duting the daily sribali 

rituals and festivals cnducted on cortnin occasions has ~ot 

some recrcntiona.l value. Accordina to the Kiniiliir inscrjlpt inn • 
arrango.aCilto tiero mado to set apo.rt paddy for tho purposo. 

(49) ~~~nacari!a.~ch. 23, v.1o, p.221. 

(50) PodmoRurnna, pt. II, ch. 32 1 v. 171, P• 98 • .. 
(51) !Q~ IX, pp. 44-5. 

(52) Sugro, chapter II, note 21. 

(53) EC~ II, no. 457. -
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From contemporary sources it is learnt that in Brahamiml 
~ -temples the oribali rituals were accompanied by drun~ers 

and musicians etc. (54) 

Festival celebrations form part of important 

enterto.inmnnt items in temples. There \"Jere many such a: co

sions \"Jhen the community as a whole assembled in the 

temple and took part in various activities, sacred as t~ll 

as secular. The consecration days o£ the deities of a 

temple seems to be such an occasion on \"Jhich special ritualo 

\"Jere observed and offerings were ~ado. Prom our sources 

it appears that the consecration day of the temple at 

Tirukunavny, which was the model form~ of the Jaina te~plco 
• 

in Keral3, \'JaB one among · such occasions. This ie only a 

surmise arrived at by the fact that donations to some of 

the medievol Jaina temples like that in Talekkavu in south 

Wynad and Kinalur in Calicut District \"Jere made seemingly . 
on the concccration day of Tirukkunavay. 

Vrrlcika vilakku, the l~J festival in the month .. 
of Vrscika (November) is a celebration mentioned in our 

sources. ~:o Kinalur inscription rofera to thio foativnl 
• 

and sets ~2art certain landed property for the purpooo. 
/ 

That tho lcwp festival in tho mont~ of Vrscika ~as popular 

in Keral~ during this period ia cloor from the contemporary 

epigraphic end literary sourceo. £~c Solar month o~ Vrsci~o 

(54) R~~rn Gurukal, Socio Economic Role of Keralo TemR!! 

(Wl_,t:blillhod h. Phil. dios~rtction, JmJ) Delhi, 1g7 J 0 

V• 108. 
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is almost the same as Kirttilta. Thio tJas considered to bo 

sacred for burning hundreds of lamps in housea and templs a. 

The festival of Vr~cikavilakku, also known as Xarttika . .. 
vilakku \11lO considered by Vaisnavites as a favourite 

' G t. 

occasion ;or Sri Krsna. Padmasamhita, n medieval 
... <JI 

Sanskrt' text states that during t111o festival lamps l1em 

lit in hundreds and thousands on ~alls and porches and 

towers. (55) In the Padmanabhasvami Temple at Trivandrea 

t\·Jo lautpo t·Jorc offered by a devotee :for the shrine of 

~iruvjln~no;ippi:~a, the child of ~b~?i• i.e. Sri 

Krona. (36) Kollur matham records of 1189 A.D. te11J us 
«' ... ~ 41 I 

that t11enty seven and a half large mecsures of paddy, feu r 

measures of rice, fifteen measures ot oil and one palam 

(1/3 of a pound) of threa~, one hundred betel leaves and 

24 nrecanuto tJere allotted for the occasion of this fes~i

vel. (57) In the Tiruvalla Temple, one of the biggast 

te~ploo in Lodicval Kerala special offerings \"Jere made an 

the ocaslon. (58) This festival c~n be traced back wthe 

Cankam period. An A!!! song describes hol1_people observod 

it. In t·1i o song the heroine comforts herself that her 

lover l'!Ould join her in the festival that t1ould oo cele

brated by w~y after the dJJe of cultivation ero ovor in 

(55} 4uotcC by K.V. Subromanya Iycr, TAS, III, pt. I, --
pp. t.4-5. 

(56).I::>ii1. 
~--

(57) r\O IV, p. 46ff. 11 60-65. 

(58)~., II, pt. 1, 1.267. 
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the ancient victorious city, by h ancina t'lp garlands and 

lighting lamps in the stre~ts on that briGht midnight ~hen 

the moon ~ould bo full eno~h to reveal the rabbit (the 

shado~ in the moon) in a clear sky with the constellation 

of Karttika. (59) 

From the Jataka stories ~e understand that tho 

Kirttika lc&lp festival, which t1as popular all over Indh, 

t1as held on the full moon day and that the king \1ent round 

the city in a procession on t::is occasion. { 60) From very 

early ti~~ onwards Jains also celebrated this festival. 

The Kad~~bc King Ravivarma issued nn ordinance that the 

.festival of Jinendra lasting for eic;ht days should be cob

brated ro~ularly every year on th~ full moon day of&he 

month of .r:irttika and for this purpoce he set apart the 

rovonue frow the villaac of Purukhota. (61) It is intere

ating to note in this connection thnt occordinc to tho 

Padmapurann of Ravi~e~n, the r~n retreat of Jain illonko ~hidl , 

a tarts f .:·om tho full moon day of '1oa<lhn ends on the full 

moon day of Karttika. (62) Durina thio ooason the monks 

lived in ccves or on the banks of r!vor or in n Jain templ~ 

Hcnco thJ i~portanco attached to tilis festival by Joins. 

(59) 1\tt:::n'Fnfirl!, 141. See also ..... rr. Raaho.va Varier, ,. .. 
£ow.Jlc Festivals in 1-i.edievo.l lrcrnla, .!!!§., V, March, 

1 J7 J, pp. 53-9. 

(60) J.J. CotJoll, Tho Jatako.a, Vol. I, London, 1957, p.2a1. 

(61),.Lh VI, lio. 22, p. 27. 
( -

(62) ~:..£1-:lr.;Jur~o., pt. I, ch. 22, v. 66, p. 463 o.nd 

v. 3, p. 464. 
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Relieious cer:,monies such ao festivals and pro

ceasiona ~rovide op~ortunity for ~o~p ~orship. It has 

been suo~outod that the first effecto of religious cere

monies o.rc to put the me.aibersfof a particular belief-group 

into action, to multiply the relation between them and to 

make thei.ll i.JOre intimate wth one another by uni tinB them w i tll 

a com~on conviction. By celebrating ceremonial rituals 

"men's thoughts are concentrated upon their common beliefs, 

trnditiono and the memory of their ancestors - in n word, 

upon social things". (63) Ceremo1ialiem, undoubtedly, is 

a powerful O.Gent in uniting people whibh is evident fro~ 

ita very coU@on and wilful participation of the members Of 

the society. Thus the recreational aspects of the religiouo 

centres of Jains in Kerala attracted people into their fjld. 

By various activities both sacred and secular, 

the medieval temple in South India was a community centro 

and those of the Jains are no exception. We have seen that 

the Jainc tomples in Kerala are locnted on conjuctural tr~dc 

routes. J.:~:io fact \"!Ould indi co. to that these centres pom ibly 

oorvod the purpose of inns or te~porory reatin~ places for 

itinornry tr~dina eroups. Donation of landed property ~ 

Join r0licioua institutions by kin..;o and chieftains impl4oo 

that a ooction of the common tillorc and other labourero, 

ho,1evor o . .a"'~l wight be their numbor, \10re attached to tho 

(63) Emile Durkheim. ~ementary 2o~s of RelirJouo Lifo~ 

,tlo ;: 43 ff • 
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temple. ~n-ouah the ·landed property and the revenue from 

them roy2l poroonages and local bodice ~ere also in toudl 

~1th tho tccplo. (64) Apart from these, groupe of pilgrims, 

both monko ond laity see~ to have visited templeo from timo 

to tiwc. ~be Ki~alur Inscription states that arranaement:J 

\10re made for one akkiram (agrar.a), food for one brahmin a ild. 

t~o poca~~o {bhojanam, literaliy ~cans food) daily. (65) 
,., 

From our oourcos the actual technical difference bet~een 

agram and p~o;~n~ is not clear but ca they are diff6rently 

state~ it <.;en be assumed that food \oJ:::.s served from tho 

temple for different sections of people. Thus the Ja!na 

tc~ples in medieval Kerala attractod various sections of 

people e.1liating participation of various social groups 

and thero~y extending the benefits of the religion ~o 

different strata of the society. On the one hand 1t linlo d 

itself with the ruling elite by holding landed property and 

attractinG mercantile groups. On tho other hand it attracted 

the co~~on folk by adopting and assimilating their cultc 

and arrnn..;tnc entertainments for them from timato time. 

Thoy also attracted pilgrims and become parts of the 

rol1a1ouo network which ~as a powerful medium for the 

propozation of the religion. That tho temples acted as 

com.auni ty centres is clear from all these facts. 

(64) This problew ho.s been dealt \Jith in detail in the 

previous chapter. 

(65) 11. t,G-47. 
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f.he material basis of tho Jaina temples in 

Keral~ ~aa provided by generous patrons, mostly members 

of the r~ling fnmilies in the forms of grants a~ donationo. 

A arant of Arappan Kunci o.lias KururJporai says that fort; 

potis of po.cidy from his portion of lad in Kantopura.Al, 

Nutokkaraiyur and llainkantattur \'laB made over to the 
• • • 

temple at KunavQYnallur to meet various expenses. (66) 
• 

Bhutalavirc. Udayamarttanda Varna, the Kine of Travancore ... 
is known to have donated vast areas of paddy fields to the 

Nacarkovil temple and the land was entrusted ~ith two asootico 

ot the tehl11lo, Kamalavahana Pandi ta and Gunsrira Pandi ta. .. . " 
!his arant is termed as Palliccantam, meaning a donation 

to a non-vedic religious institution. (67) 

Jaina religious institutions were supported by 

mercantile groups like Narpa~tenngYirovar as testifidd by 
- t ") 

the Tilokkavu stone inscriptions. (68) This record says 
?• 

(66) ~To. 14 of 1901, ARIE, 811 VII no. 174, p. 74. --
!·bJ.nilnr i·.lonual II, App. ni, p. CCC XXIII, 11. 1o-15 • 

(G7) ~,~J VI, pt. I, pp. 153ff. rroaarcoil formod part tbf 

tile czostt1hile Tro.vancoro stoto. ooe nlso TAS, I, -
p. 194 a.ad II, pp. 127-9. ' 

(68) GI11Jl'O, chapter II noto 54. 1hc toxt aivon by ProZ • 

........ c..:... Uo.rayanon troo preparacl by an eyo copy ci von by 

the present trriter. The incowplete text woa publto~oa 

in Cultural Syp.bioeis, Triv~drum, 1972, p. 75. Tho 

CO.-.AJ...Cnto mado in this diosertrtion arc bo.oed on o. 

co.:...l.:.Jlotc text prapore6 by t:1c present author. 
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that tho boclyr: of Uarpatteauayiravar, havina constituted .,. 
endowed e lomp for the Yaksa, a certain aruount of land wno 

oet apact .i'or the purpose. The body of Narpattepnaliravar • . .. 
occurs in tho inscription of Alattur also. In this record 

this body is present along with certain other officials at 

tho tiwe of making ~e arrangements reaard1ng the temple 

propertieo. Commenting on the word ~arpattenn~y1ravnra 
4,. 

K.G. Krishnan says that they are apperently a body of 

laymen but from the ~alekkavu inscription it is clear that 

they wero merchants. (69) The Al~ttur record aloo shows 

that the ~ody of ~rEatt~nnayiravar had some important ... 
roles to play in the administration of the temple. 

The property owned by the Jaina temple was called 

'Devaswa~•. {70) Generally the land made over to the 

temples OJpenrs to have been exem~ted from taxes. The 

Governor and the temple servants are ~arned against 

reoeivina nny income from the (property of the) deity of 

firuvannur. (71) fhe Alattur record prevents the prpperty .. 
from bein~ misappropriated (RBfiavu) mateaged (~), 

~~ 

pledged C2cnaiydn) or paid of as find (~antam). (72) 
0 ..... 

(69) K.a. Krishnan, Tirukunavay end the 1nocript1on of 

Aln~tur, l!!• I, oor1al 1, July 1973, p.;o. 
(70) 220 of 1895 ARIE, .§!!, V, no. 794 (1836) p.33B, ... 6. 

(71) 11 ~-6 of tho aawe inscription, 

(72) K.". Krishnan, .2.2• .£!.,!., p. 23. 
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Tho safety and preservation of the economic rights of the 

Jaina relilious institutions were cuoranteed by the donora 

or the te.nple author! ties as the ca.oe mq be, under moral. 

threats as \'Jell as penal measures. i-iisappropriation or 

alienation of any kind of the temple property was held as 

a heinous crime in the imprecatory portions of the Jaina 

inscriptions. Alattnr record states that those who trans

gress th3 arran~ements made by the authorities shall incur 

the sins of having defied the order of Tirukkunavey, havina . 
slayed S'l:.,;oa, brahmtnas and cows. (7:.;) The records from 

!t'iruvannur and Tilekkavu also have same in junctions \1hich ... 
equate the obstructors of the respective arrangements as 

th8se who obstruct the Tirukkunavay temple. Apart fromt 

the moral threat the obstructors had to remit fines to the 

temple. Tiruvannur record fixes the fine to be remitted 
<V . 

by the trnnsgresser as 25 ~alan~~ of gold. {74) Kinalur 
~ .. 

inscriptions says that the defaulter shall be remo~od from 

hie ri~ht if he fails to act according to the agreement.(74) 

Protection of the temple property is often entrusted with 

some loco.l {,roups like Arunurruva.r, Elunnlirruvo.r etc. 1:1ho 
0 ~~ 

had to so~ that the agreement between the authorities ani 

the tennnto ore obeyed correctly. (75) 

(73) IbiJ. -
(74} s~~ as 70 above. 

(75) 14 oi 1901 A!!!·• §!!,VII, no. 174, p. 74, 11 26, 

49, 50. 
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The land donated to the temple t-las leased out to 

individuals as ~ell as groups or aroup leaders by the 

temple authorities. The income from such lands t'1ould 

be utilizod for various temple expenses like lighting 

lamps, performing daily rituas and conducting various 

offerings. For example a private individual called 

Cattanarukkoti, literally meaning tho slave of Crittanar .. 
was appointed as the tenant for the land donated by lrappan 

Itunci alio.s Iturumporai. Similarly o. certain cattan 
"' . 

Cirikant~ ~as app&inted as tenant of the Tevakinatai 
0 • 

Compound who ~ould conduct the Vriccikavilakku in the 

temple hnving enjoyed the tenancy of the above said 

compound. (76) 

~ough the actual tillers are not mentioned in 

our records, the vast area of land brought under cultivatto 

presupposed a large number of labourers. Apart from the 

a,riculturcl labourers and tenants attached to the temple 

properties some temple servants are also mentioned in our 

sources. TLe inscription .trm Tiruvo.~ur mentiono Poduval, 

Ulgadu C~::yu!!~ and !aniyutaiyavpcal. From contemporary 
• 0 0 ~ • 

Hindu tc..lJlO inscriptions ~11th si.nilor des ianations, 1 t ia 

learnt t11::-.t Pclduv·Ql t1as the eenerul secretary of the teraplc ., 
and UlJladu Co;yyumavan or UlpB.d~n \1~ tho oft"1cer ttho looltoc1 . ... 

after the internal affaire of the tcwple. (77) ~an1ruta1zn-.,. 

vw,al doaota temple oervants in general • .. 
(76) Ibid. -
{ 77} itajc.n Gurukital, 2.2• ill•, p.47. 
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Tho Alattur record mentiono some other naaes 
- ' - - .. 1 -such as ~' f.ataJ!ulam 1 Attikosa..J., Sirrattani and Atllian..uE.r. ... . 

Unfortunately the exact duties andfunctions of these ser

vants or ~roups of servants are not known. Ho~ever the 

group of pfita.mulam occurs in conteraporary as "tell as la£ or 

records and the work connotes tho temple servants. (78) 

Our souroco are silent about the remuneration paid to tm ac 

servanto. Uevertheloss, it can be inferred that tho templ~ 

oorvants eornod their livelihood from the income granted 

by the tc~ple. fhus the system prevailed in these reli

gious institutions served the purpose of distribution of 

weal t.h Mong various groups 'l.'li thin the society. 

The temple authorities who t·1eilded considerable 

control over the lands granted to the temples acted as 

landed intermediaries bett-reen the donors and the tenants. 

Thus ~e c~n see some traits of feudal system 1n the Jainn 

te~plc ad~nistration. (79) 

Tho recorda which mention cold as fine to be 

remitted by the obstnuctors would lead to the assu~ption 

that to~Jltc had cold in their control. Howover, the 

(73) 39 of 1896, 110 of 1910, Anr;. 

(79) 1 •. :. Sharma has sue eoted tht.'*:Jith tho aranta of L~1d 

froc from royal interference tho Buddhist to9pleo 

-.>rot1 into later mathas \1hich aosumed a feudal 

character. This seems to bo applicable to tho Soutil 

Inclicn Jain temples of medieval Jmi:iod. R .s. Shar mn, 
Lij.,;ht~ on Early Indinp Soc_~cty end .Economy, p. 150. 
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income !rom fines and other penal monoures are quite un-

, predictable and fa:r from regular source. But we have some 

references of gold received by temJles as offering. 

Tiruccinattu Bhatiriyar (the aoddeoo of Tiruccanattu Hal~i) 
• 0 ' 

received 15 ka.lan;lua of gold froJl Gunanda.nai Kurathi:n!l.l, ... 
a doociplo of Ara::ane.u.i Bha~irar of Porayakku~i. (80) 

.... 
and the offering shall be made with the interest out of 

this aold. This record seems to be oignificant in more 

than one aopo~t. Firstly it implie~ that gold money trano

action of some kind or other took place in the temple. Dho 

temple was eble to receive interest only when the amount 

is invested for some profitable purpose. Pnbably the gold 

mu.ot have boen lent to some mercantile group of Jains \"ll'D 

visited tbe place from time to time. The Tiruvaruilir ina-

or1ption referred to above mentions Paliyathu Kannan Kant~. 

Governor of Iramavala.nadu as one who had some claim for . . 
uomo GOlu Zrom the deit,y of Tiruvannur. (81) Ho~ever, .. .. 
the Tiruv~lLur inscription re3ects tho claim and stnteo <4. 

that no of:icial shall receive any ~ind of amount from 

the temple. 

Tho above recorda clearly a~o~nthat the Jain 

temples were involved in economic activities such as 

receivinG lend and leasing out thom for cultivt".tion. 

(80) !A2t II, pt. II, p. 126. 

(81} 220 of 1895 ARIE, II. 4-5. -
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Regular income from the land was accepted by the temples. 

The records nhoti that the temples hod control over gold 

also. It weo either invested in some profitable trans

actiols or lent to the needy people recoiving interest 

out of it. This is quite in keepinc ~ith the practtce of 

the medieval temples of South Indio. The economic ncti

vities of the temples on the one hand broUBht certain 

sections of society under the control of the templeo \11th 

certain duties and rights. On the other hand it served 9.0 

a wealth diotributing agency through wh~h the wealth accumu

lated by tllo temples was distributed among various c;roups 

of people in 1 ts fold. rt was a necessity r1 those scctiono 

to stick on to the temple which was the pivot~ centre 

having control over land and gold which were the two main 

forms of l·Jcalth. 

• ••••••• 
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APPENDIX-I 

A 

I 

1 Tiruccanattu mala nenr Kuli ttura in . 
Vilavankod Taluk, Trivnndrum Dietrict. 

< 

: G~andangi Kurattikal, desciple of .. . 
Aratto.nimi Bhat9.rcr of Perayakkuti • . , . 

c Tirucc-aranattu Bhntariyar . . . 
·: 28th regnal year of Vikramaditya. 

Varag~a - ~26 A.D. 

s Vatteluttu 

1 Tamil 

1 To register a gift of some giden ornamento 

to the deity in tho temple at firucccnattu 

malai. The offering was to be made out 

the interest from the gold aiven by 

Gunandangi Kurattikal. 
'·' ~ -

: TAS Vol II, Part Il, PP• 125-26. 
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II 

z Ki.naliir 1n Quila'ldi Talult, Calicut District. 
" 

: Arappan A-unci alias KurUlllporai . .. 
a T1rukkallyappaCarar 

• • 

s 189th year after consecration of 

Tirukkal1yappa4oror (1083 A.D.). .... .. 
a Vatteluttu 

, ' 4" .. ~ 

s Tamil showing characteristic of oarly 

.Malayalam. 

a To register a base of some land to 

cattanarukkati of Tiruvancikkulam wo . ia 
e • 

to pay for varioas offerings in the tomplo 

such as srlbali, senti, Kuta (umbrella-- ,. 
perhaps the triple tier umbrella), Kuttu 

(dance), sandal paote, flower garland otc. 

perpetual l~p is mentioned as an important 

"' item. VrscikavUakku is menticmod in tho 

record for which certain amount of paddy 

is set apart. Arrangements t.rero mado for 

on~ M.reJil (food tor Brahmins) and tl:Jo 

!3hoJanam (perhapo food for ascetics). 

I 1) !4alabar Hanual, II App. XXI, CCCXXIII 

2) ARIE Iro.14 of 1901. 

3) SII VII p. 74. llo. 174. 

4) JIH XLVIII pt. III, p.691 ft. 
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III 

1 Pambra in s. l1ynad Taluk, Calicut Distr:fot. 

-1 Thakkura Kikata ,. 

I --

: V.S. 1339 = 1286 A.D. 

~ -· : To record that the donor aot a pancazatcna 

made for the merit of a lady named Bhaku 

and others belonaing to the Pragvata .. 
c~unity. The inscription says that 

the image was consecrated by Ratnaprabhn 

sUri son of Chandraprabha Sliri. 

: ARIE- App. B. No. 239 of 1960-61. 
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IV 

1 Uagerkoil, Haaerkoil District. 

s Udayamartt~ga Varma, the King of VeJ1.ad. 

s lteraia. Narayanan aline Gunavira Pandi te and 
• ... 3 .. ~ 

~ -
Jivakarudaiyan al1ea Kamala Vahena Pandita. . " . 

: 21st Arppasi, Kollam 681 (1506-7 A.D.) 

1 Tamil 

s Tamil mixed with ~alayalam. 

: To register some gifts made by tho donor es 

Palliccandam to meet the expenses far the 
't • 

offerings to be made in the Jain temple. 

Several pieces of lend in Iiulayanniirparru .1n . . . ... ... 
-(V N'anjinad \1as given to the ttt> prlests whose 

names are given above. !he offerings include 

payasam (swee~ rice) for mornins ~orship, 

oil for sacred bath and for lamp and rico 

offering at noon and nieht and aarland, 

rose't!ater, cnmphor, Sophron etc. on Sund.QY-3 

of the month of Tni. 

s !AS VI, part I, p. 157-59, no. 115. 
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v 

s Ilagerkoil, llagerkoil District. 

& fhe King (Udayamarttandn Varma) staying in .. "' 

the palace belongina to 'iditya Varma Annan . ... . . 
in Ayappillaipputtur • .. . 

t Kamala Vihanapandi ta and Gunavira. Pa.ndi ta.. ,. . . .. 
: Kollam 692. (1517 A.D.) 

a Tamil 

: Tamil 

: To rejister gift of land for ~ovidina 

offering at morning, noon and night and 

for special offering on Sundays. 

I TAS VI, pt. I, pp. 159-60, no. 116. 
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VI 

: ttagerkoil, Nagerkoil District~ 

: The King of Venad (Udayamarth~~a Vaxma) 
/ .: -camping in the house of Singapperumal at 

/ 
sevval. 

1 Itamalavihana Pandi ta and Gun av!:ra Pandi ta 
c "" ~ "". 

1 20th I4arka!~· n:olla.m 692 C 1517 A.D.) 

s Tamil 

t Tamil 

1 To register gift of l&Ad as palliccandam .. 
and money for various offerings like 
. .I 

sattuppadi, garlands, oil for sacred bath 

of this image and rice offering. 

: TAS VI, pt. I, p.161, no. 117. 
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VII 

a Nagerkoil, Nagerkoil Dietziet 

: The King (of Venad, l.ldJ"marthandavarma 
, , "' • 0 

Couping at Sucindrau. 

a Kamalavahana Pandita and Gunavira Pandi ta. 
_...ft-"! • ., c.· 

s 7th day in the month of Maei Kollam 694 

(1519 A.D.). 

a !.Cam1l 

I Tatnil 

: To register a gift o~ 15 mae of land in 

seravan madegi as .Palliccandam. The ~axoo , <'3.. ... 

such as Kadamai, Upadi, Viniyoca.m, Komura.iro o~u 

etc. were exempted on these lands. 

: TAS, VI, pt. I, PP• 162-63, no. 118. 
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VIII. 

a IIagerkoil·, lfagercoil District' 

' Sankaranarayanan Vonruman kcada Bhutalav1ra 
or •• •"' I ,t • ._ 

Udayamirttandavarma of Jayatunganadu,tine 
.~ 

senior· member of Ciraviy f~ily. 

1 Gunavira l?andita and Kamalaviha.na Pandita. . .. -- . ... . 

·; 11th day in the month of Ci ttirailtallam 

696 April 7th, Sundqy 1521 A.D. 

J Tamil 

: Tamil mixed with gol~ala~ 

: To register a gift of land for the expenses 

for the mid-day \10rship in the name of 
- - / Viramarttandan Sinti • .... 

: TAS, VI, pt. I, pp. 164-5, no. 120. 
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IX 

1 llaaerkoil, l~agerkoil D1 otr ict. 

s The King Oamp1n8 1n the house of 
/_ -

Oempakavanapperunil. ot Sendanceri .t\garam. 
0 

1 Kamala Vahana Pandita and Gunavira .Pand1 ta. 
v ,, .. • ,. 

: 25th day of ........ ltollam 696. 

: Tamil 

1 Tamil 

: To register a gift of land as Palliccantam 

for the expenses o£ providing offering 

perpetual lamp. 

1 TAS, VI, pt. I, p.163, no. 119. 
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X 

1 Nagerkoil, Nagerkoil District. 

& The king. 

-1 Kama.lavahana Pandita and Gunavira Pandi to. 
* • I " r 

1 Kollam 697 (1522 A.D.) 

' Tamil 

, Tamil 

a To register a gift of land for offerinB 
'*' ~aevaRrayascitta (purification ceremony), 

Remitted certain taxes due to be levied on 

the land. 

: fAS, VI, pt. I, p. 165, no. 121. 
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XI 

: Varadii.r near Panamaram in N. \'lynad Taluk, 

Cannanore District. 

1 Lalitappa the grand aon of Bommarasa in the • 
Karkala Palace basti. 

" 

s Various temples· ln 'tlynad 

r 
1 Saka 1606 equal to 1684 A.D. 

1 Itannada 

s Kanne.da 

: fo register grants of various puja equipoonto 

to different Basadis in \1ynad. 5?he Baaadio 
~i 

mentioned in this record are Arepati, Ha.nncrEdu 
. . .. '"'... .... ..... 

I ·- ~ . '• bidi, Ben."legodu, Puttangadi, Hoaensadi and 
~ ('!I '<" 0 
I 

Pilagll!l~u, all in :a. tlynad. Jl.lilong theso 

A;-epati is now extinct. Hanneradubidi may 
,. ~ <f> ·"' 

be identified with the basad! at Sulten•o 

Battery, in South Wynad, Calicut District. 

JKS, IHC Special No. Doc. 1976. 
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XII 

Place : Kalpetta, South Wynad, Calicut District. 

Donor : l:tiitta.mma Kovil 

Donee : Puttangadi Basad! 

Date : 1704 

Script : Vatteluttu (later) 
""'. cc:, 

Language s Malayaltam 

Purport a To register a grant of land 1D the Basad!. 

Ref . s JKS, IHC Special no., Dec. 1976. 
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B 

I 

s Tiruccinattu malai near Kuli ttura. in 
~ ~ v~ • 

Vilavailkod Taluk, Trivandrum District. 
' 

s Chit tan Varag~an (Varag'!lB the student or 

desciple) of Pa~tini ~atarar of 

Tiruccaranattu mala. 
"' 

1 Undated c. 9th Oentwr;v sharactere 

1 Vatteluttu 

a Tamil 

a ~o record the carving of an image in tho 

cave te@ple at Tiruccanattu mala • .., 

1 TAS Vol II, part II, pp. 125-6. 
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I 

II 

a Tileltkavu, in Puta.ti near Pulpalli in 
~c I) ;:)" 

South ~nad Talult 0 Calicut District. 

• Narpattennayiravar 
, . e *' 

1 Yaksa in the temple .. 

1 159th year of Tir~avayatt·eve.r 9th 

cent. A.D. 

1 Vatteluttu 
0. C"•U 

' Tamil 

1 To register a grant of land at Kutampat1 

and Uakarporai for e. perpetual lamp 
w 

for the yaksa • .. 

I JIH, ZLVIII, pt. III, Dec. 1970 • . ,--
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i 

III 

J Tirucc·anattumalai near Kulittura in . ~ .... . ,. 

Vilavankod Taluk, Trivandrum District. .. .. 

I Ajjanandi Adigal 

a Tiruccanattu Cave Temple .. 
1 Undated. 9th·10th cent. A.D. Characters 

1 Vatteluttu 
r • ., 

1 Tamil 

a To record the carvina of an image of the 

Yaksi .AJDbika .. 

1 !AS, Vol II, part II, p. 126. 
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IV 

1 T1ruccanattumala1 near Kul1 ttura in . .,. .. ., 

VilavankoQ. faluk, Trivandrum District. . ' 

: Uttnand 1 Adigal 

1 Tirucc~attu Cave Temple 

1 Undated - 9th-10th cent. A.D. characters 

: Vatteluttu ... -
: Tamil 

: To record the carving of an image hailinlJ 

from Kattampalli monastery at TirunedumpurQi, 
... ,._ - #' 

: TAS, Vol II, part II, pp. 125-6. 
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v 

1 Tiruccanattu mala! near Kuli ttura in 
tO ... • 

Vi~avank'o~ fallk, Triva.ndrum District. 

a Viranandi Adigal of Molppalli monastery 
? n s D 

at Tirunarunguadai. 
9 ' ' 

t firuccinattu cave tomple. 

1 Undated. 9th-10th century c~acters 

1 Vatteluttu 
~ fO ~~ 

1 !amll 

1 To record the carving ot an image at· 

Tiruccanattu hill. Tirunarungondai in . .. 
TirukkOyilur T~ in South Aroot District, 

Madras State. It hao retained its importonco 

as a Jaina pilgrima.co centre. 

1 fAS, Vol II, part II, pp. 125-6. 

ARIE 1939-43, PP• 1-2~ and 272-3. 
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VI 

1 Xiva.Saeri in Alattlir Taluk, Palghat District 

I --

1 Undated. 10th Century characters. 

: Vatteluttu 
• Cl •'-' 

1 famil 

: To re£ister an agreement by several bodieo 

like Narpattenni:[iravar, adhikarar of 
= ·- .... ~ ·-Tirukkunavay, Attiltoaam, Cirrattani and tho .. ._. s . 

· ag\1Sanmar of 
I .f t1111 I 

certain palli. Ulaikkalam 
,. a v...., 

is mentioned as a l evi·• collected by the 

- ~ J.l The meaning of Attikosam, Cirratte!~ ... 
etc are not known, 

I 1) ARIE No. 238 of 1960 and p. 26. 

2) JIB, XLIV, part II , PP• 537·43 

3) JIH, SLVIII pt. III Dec. 1970, pp. 691-7J3 

4) JKS, Vol I, Sl. no. 1 July 1973. pp. 27-32 
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VII 

a Tiruvannur near Calicut, Calicut faluk, 
·~ 

Calicut District. 

I --

= --

: The 4th year opposite to the fourth year of 

the reg~ yenr of Sri Ira! Irqare c 11th 

Cent. A.D. 

1 Vatteluttu 
r n .. ._., . 

a Tamil showing charactoristics of early ~aloyolam. 

: To register an agreement by Paliyattu Kann~ 
Kantan, the governor of Irama Vo.lanadu, 

• r "" • ; 

Paniyudayavakal (officers), the Arununruvnr . ~ ~ 

(the s'ix hundred), end the 11ilalor ( ahadot1 

men, companions). 

Devas\iam (temple property) and Brahmaswo.m 

(Brahmin's Property) nro mentioned in tho 

record, l'hich are subordinate to the Six 

Hundred. The local bodies mentioned in tho 

record are the Six Hundred and ililolor. ~C3pla .. 
servants mentioned 1n this record are U~pegp 

Ceyywnavan (the sanctum keeper?) and Poduvel .. 
{General suporvieer or secretary). Tirukunc.vay ... 

is montionod in thio rocord in connection •:1ith 

the punishment to t~:.ooo \'Jho failo to romovo tho 

grievances. Such people shall be deemed co 
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those who destruct the offerings at 

firukkunavay • • 

1 1) 220 of 1895 ARIE, 3 JIH, XLVIII, part III, 

Dec. 1970. 

2) SII, V, 1926, No. 784, p.338. 
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1Docription !a 
1n Ronnoda script. 

...._ ______ .. _______ , ___ ..... ...__.._ ... _ _... ................ ..----- ~···· .. .._._.__..... __ ......,_., _______ . -·--· ·--....... ·---··-
9. Calicut An 1nacribod otone ooo appon<lix 

A no • 
.._._.._...._ __________ • W ...... ......_._ •••• ~---··------ • W ·- _______ ....__. ••• .._ _____________ .._ I. ---~ -......... _, ____ --
10.0ol1cut D. Uyncd Chandraairi 

nou Kal.potta 
pio cos of broken 1maaes a 
not1 templ.o hno boon built 
up tho top of tb1s hill. 

.... .., .. •• =••a•••• •• •-•• • • •• • ••--• Ml ___ ......... ·------ -· III Nll- ______ ,.., __ , Pl __ _._ I ·- ........ ......_.. .............. ---

11.CoJ.tcu.t s. t1ynerl Jina Cendre.yya• s 
house, Kalpetta 

tuo copper plato inscri
ption copios of eamo 
rocoJ!d • .... ~ .. ...__ _____ .........._ _______________________ .. ......._ ____ ~ .... --. ··-·- .. -----. ·----. 

12.Colicut s. \Jyned Kidannnnad, A dilapidated best1p1lla.rs 
Sulton's Better!. tii th sculptured Jine. 

ioagoo. 

Seo appendix 
A no. 20 

..._.... ----------------
. oeo appollMx 

A no. 19 
________ ........ __________ ... li_J ___ , ___ .. _ .. _____ .. ______ ... __ ... ..., ____________ ....... - .......... ----~-··-- '' ------··----... --~-·· - ---- ·- ----------

13.Cnlicut s. t!yncd Pambra Estato see appendix 
A no.1 

_' __ ,.. _____ .. _____ _,, ........... _, __ .. __ , ---·--·--....... ______________ ... __ _..._ ...... ____ ... __ ........... ____ ,_ ...... _ .. _______ • tJ •••• _____ , ... _ .. ___ .............. ----

s. tJynctl Pulpalli 
fOl.oltltavu .... 

An insc~ibed stono 
........... _______ ...,., ___ I ____ .... __ .__.,__._pp -~----- ... ._._.__....._. ............ __ ..,_,_...,_._.....,_.._._ __ _ 

coo oppondilf 
a no.1 



______________ , ____________ ..,. . .._,..........___..._._ _________ la ____________________ .. __ I_O --------·-·-,----,---··----·----·-------- II I I I • --- ,I'll 

15. Co.nnono:ro n. Uynod 'V'CJX't1~ 
-no~ l.Ju.namarcm 

A no<1om Daot1. various 
puja equipmento loose 
iti:aeos of j1nas cmd 

Soc appendix 
·A no. 19. 

a.ttondant doitiea end an 
il1SC4'1bed CO.fPO:t" Dhorapi tbo. · ------------------...-.. .. ------------I 1 d -- __________ ._ ____ ....-..... q --------- II ___ _. ___ W ----------·-·-·· .. -·-·-------··--

16. Ommonoro 11. t:yned Puttona841 Dilapidated rocteneuJ,ar 
Pannmo.rem shrine ui th Havoronca hall. 

and scultpturod pilll'.ro. 
~eao sculptured pillara 
dipict Jinas attendant 
deities oo 1.'1011 ao somo 
Vaisnava 1maaas. 

-------.,.•• •••••-..•••-• ______ ..._._ ••·••....,..._•••••-.,••-- •• "n ---................._ • u ••• • .. _ •• ••• • •••• 

17. Crn:manoro n., uync_4 Ve!l!layotu 
Panama rem 

An old ba.sti loooe imezos 
of Jinas and attendant 
dQ1ties •. 

Soe appendix 
A no. 19. 

--·-- ··-·-· -
Boo e.ppenllix 
A r:o. 19. 

------------------------··---------·----------,-··· -----. - ........-----~-. ________ _. ............. ......_...... _____ . ---.. ·-----·-··----·-·- ... --................... _...._......,_._ 

1 a. Cnmumoro D. t1ynod PilaJmnnu !i:he old basti and loose 
ioages of Jines and 
attendant de1 ties 

Soo appendix 
A no. 19. 

._..._ ___________ _.. 'W ·-- EIPEF-- F ----··· ---..-.-...... ·------.... -. ....... .....__ .. .._ _ _.,...... __ ._.. I f ,..._. _ ___.._ ___ .. ---....-.---·· ••r•••• 

19. Oann enoro n. tJynod tlanentody 
(on tho uestern 
side of the river) 

A basti built on tho 
remaino of an old one 
sculpturod pillcrs and 
booms icons. 

Soo cppon<lilt 
A no. 19 
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