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Chapter 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study 

There are only few Indians who are aware of the fact that approximately 2000 years back, 

a Princess from India married a Korean King, Kim Suro. The Korean history book, 

Samguk Yusa, has mentioned the mythical origin of the Kaya kingdom during ancient 

time. Prior to the introduction of Buddhism in Korea, the book contains historical 

introduction of India and Korea interaction. The engagement has captured the 

imagination of this popular myth, where a princess from the Indian ancient Kingdom, 

Ayodhya travelled by herself to marry the great Korean King Kim Suro, regarded  as the 

progenitor of Kaya kingdom. It is believed that during 48 AD, Princess Ayodhya 

travelled Korea by the command of his father, who saw a dream. It has been reported that 

about two thousand years ago, Suri Ratna, Princess of Ayodhya went to Kimhae city 

where she married King Suro. History says that God came to Ayodhya Princess‘s father‘s 

dream instructing him to send his daughter to Korea to marry the son of Kimhae City. It 

is believed that the Princess of Ayodhya during their sea voyage had brought stones along 

to keep the boat balanced.  

They royal symbol of Karak Clan is a twin fish and coincidentally, the symbol of Uttar 

Pradesh government is also the twin fish. This particular belief makes a strong foundation 

that the Princess was from India. The Mayor of South Korea in 1998, with a team, came 

to Ayodhya, India in search of his mother, Princess Ayodhya. King of Ayodhya 

Bimalendra Mohan Pratap Mishra invited them to visit Ayodhya, the mayor along with 

his wife did. The people met the Royal family of Ayodhya. In 1999, the Mayor once 

again, came with a delegation. During the week‘s stay, the top provisional central 

government leaders and top officials met. Many proposals regarding Ayodhya and South 

Korea‘s linkage were prepared. One of the proposals was the Sister City Agreement. On 

the instructions of the government of the then Uttar Pradesh Chief Ayodhya municipality 

Chandrakanti Mishra in the presence of District Magistrate Navneet Sehgal signed the 

proposal. In May 2000, Chandrakanti Mishra, BJP leader Vinay Katiyar, including the 
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then District Magistrate Navneet Sehgal had a team sent to South Korea.. Days later, the 

then District Magistrate Archana Agarwal and Faizabad-Ayodhya Development 

Authority Secretary Hari Prasad Tiwari visited South Korea. The Korean Ambassador 

Lee Joon-Gyu has expressed a desire to strengthen the business relationship and conveys 

that the state has a special relationship with Korea. In this regard, the team investigated 

and many startling facts came to light 

The relation between the two countries is to build a new chapter by narrowing the bridge. 

In Korea, April 28 is celebrated as King Suro and Princess Ayodhya‘s wedding 

anniversary. Korea's history on the legend depicts that the boat the Princess arrived in 

carried stones to help keep the boat in balance. The stone the Princess had brought along 

with her are still preserved in Korea and are recognized as sacred stones. Korean homes 

have adopted the twin fish symbols as a symbolic sign of tradition to be adopted as a 

symbolic sign of tradition, which is also followed in India. In 2000, a home in the name 

of the Princess was established, the Hur monument. At the same time, a land was 

acquired to build a memorial for the Princess where a park was to be built. This initiative 

took a while to take off. Neither the Indian authorities nor the Korean authorities showed 

interest in starting the work. The work was eventually started by the Ayodhya King who 

paid the required stamp duty bringing the Queen Memorial Park to establishment. Since 

then, every year, a team from South Korea comes to attend the cultural program honoring 

the Princess. From such incidents and establishments, we can see the importance and 

relevance of this historical event that plays a pivotal role in enhancing and enriching the 

shared heritage between India and South Korea. 

Samguk Yusa has kept records on the history of three kingdom of Korea, namely, Silla 

(57BC-935 AD), Baekje (18BC-660), Goguryeo (37 BC-668). Along with the history of 

these three kingdoms, this book also mentioned the records of Kaya Confederacy in 

Karakguki (가락국이) part, which means history containing the Karak Clan.  The origin 

of Kaya confederacy is uncertain even though various sources claim it was ruled from 42 

BC to 562 AD. Historically, the Karak clan made its confederacy near the southern part 

of the Korean peninsula, where the beautiful Naktong River is flowing to support the 
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technologically advanced civilization in ancient Korea.  Politically, this confederacy 

remained active till 562 when Silla annexed the Kaya confederacy.  

The myth regarding the origin of the Kaya confederacy is similar to another Korean myth 

known famously as the Dangun myth which talks about the origin of Korean people, 

which is prevalent amongst Koreans. Samguk Yusa states that since the creation of 

heaven and earth, there had been no national name, no king of the people in Kimhae 

region (Ilyon 1972). Kaya kingdom‘s records have been found in Japanese sources, 

written in the 8
th

 century. The sources have mainly written on the ancient trade link with 

Kaya (William Wayne Ferris-1996). These two ancient records have been embedded in 

the moulding of Korean history. 

Kimhae region is located in the southern part of South Korea, during ancient time; this 

region played a pivotal role in connecting Korea with the rest of the world through trade. 

Big natural ports, enriched with iron ores is the main characteristics of the region since 

the antiquity. In modern time, Kimhae city is the suburb of Busan which has been known 

to the world with one of the finest shipbuilding techniques. In modern time, there have 

been many famous and distinguish personalities of South Korea coming from this region. 

It includes Kim Jong Pil (former Prime Minister of Korea in 1999) and Kim De Jung 

(former President of South Korea) and many other distinguish personalities. Kim Jong Pil 

was the member and founder of South Korea KCIA, (Korea Central Intelligence Agency), 

Kim De Jung was a noble prize winner of his government‘s initiation of ‗Sunshine 

policy‘. 

Due to the strong political and economic region, Kimhae is important for India. The 

records of Samguk Yusa mentioned the kingdom Autya, which is later identified with two 

other places in different countries. One is in Thailand which had kingdom Autya in the 

14
th

 century and another is in the Northern part of India, Ayodhya. The resemblance 

between the two is clarified by the India former Ambassador to South Korea, Skand 

S.Tyal by refuting Thailand‘s argument stating that; ‗Samguk Yusa was written in the 13
th

 

century but Thailand‘s kingdom of Autya flourished only in the 14
th

 century‘. The last 

north Indian region looks clear and apt regarding India‘s ancient interaction with Korea. 
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The information regarding the Princess and her journey is not recorded in any of the 

Indian texts. Nevertheless, one of the prominent archaeologists, Kim Byong Mo from the 

Kimhae clan of Korea adamantly looked for the root of their ancestors. He travelled 

extensively to China looking for their roots. Due to remote accessibility and obstacles, he 

did not find any information in China. Instead of giving up, he remained actively 

engrossed in searching for the roots of the Princess. His search brought him to India 

where he visited the holy city of Ayodhya. (Ayodhya is also believed to be the birthplace 

of Hindu god, Ram). Here he found various clues which were relevant regarding the 

Princess‘s journey yet they were not sufficient enough to verify the incident. One of the 

main findings was the fish symbols which were found in various ancient buildings of 

Ayodhya. The same fish symbols are found on the tombs of Heo Hwang Ok and Kim 

Suro in South Korea. It is also noted that the fish symbol is also a state symbol of Uttar 

Pradesh‘s government. "I share my genes with the royal family of Ayodhya. Travellers 

from both these countries not just traded goods, but also genes. And I hail from the Kara 

dynasty, whose first woman was the princess of Ayodhya, who married the first Kara 

king. Her brothers went on to become the Kings of Ayodhya and this is how I am 

genetically connected to the holy city," said Professor Kim. 

Nevertheless, folktales from Samguk Yusa to the archaeological findings remain key 

components in constructing the unforgotten past. However, this partly mythical and 

partly historical blending of facts forms a beautiful mystery. The mystery has been added 

with new information over the time in popular culture. With time, Ayodhya princess 

reached the hearts of the Korea. 

Popularly, the Princess‘s impact was present in the popular culture, her story was adapted 

into various shows in Korea (Munhwe Broadcasting Cooperation) representing it in the 

sense of a love story. A writer, who was a juvenile write, Lee Jong Ki, has written a love 

story regarding Ayodhya in 1971. The country has adopted various festivals in relation to 

Princess Ayodhya where a march is held and people dress as the King and Queen. During 

the 1988 Olympic, this story was highlighted in Korea many times to show the ancient 

connection with India. 
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The characteristics of this legend, myth and story form a folklore interaction between 

India and South Korea. Moreover, the narratives are leaving a lasting impression than 

ever before. The story, legend and myth illustrate, substantiate and challenge the way in 

which people live across the world. They narrate and project a relationship that may 

relate to one or more themes: mythical origin, interaction between human spirit and 

nature, historical and semi mythical events. Local narratives always interact in complex 

way with those at regional, national and international levels. Jean–Francious Lyotard, a 

French philosopher and postmodern theorist talks about ―meta-narratives‖ and ―local-

narratives‖. According to him, a meta-narrative is an abstract idea that is thought to be a 

comprehensive explanation of historical experience or knowledge and local narrative; 

there is no truth, but series of truth. In the regional context, meta-narrative and local 

narrative plays as an important instrument in shaping the perception, belief and behaviour 

of domestic actor whereas in the international context, strategic narrative illustrates the 

fundamental belief and perception. Those narratives are tools with which states can 

project their values and interests in order to extend their influences, manage their 

expectations and change the discursive environment in which they operate. Narratives 

help to solve many of the fundamental questions in regard to the analysis of soft power 

(F.hartig2015). As strategic narratives are means for political actors to construct and 

share meaning and in shaping the perception, belief and behaviour of domestic and 

international actor. Conceptually, narrative offers a particular structure through which 

shared sense is achieved representing the past, present and future. 

Historically, both the nations trace their linkage from the popular legend narrated in 

‗Samguk Yusa‘ regarding the Ayodhya Princess marrying the Korean King, Kim Suro. 

The records mentioned in the Samguk Yusa, were written by a Buddhist monk named 

Ilyon, who wrote that the Princess from Auytha (which has been later identified as 

Ayodhya) came by boat to the Kingdom of Kaya and became the first queen of the 

kingdom in the first century A.D. This civilizational connect remains unknown and 

obsolete for long, roughly till the twentieth century.  

‗Narratives‘ of Ayodhya Princess gained a new momentum since the establishment of the 

diplomatic relations in 1973. During this time, Lee Jong Ki, a writer of juvenile stories 
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identified for the first time Ayuta with Ayodhya (Lokson, 2015) During the Olympic 

games in 1988, the media of Korea narrated the story of Ayodhya Princess in regard to 

India. The official visit of Indian Prime Minister Narshima Rao in 1993, the Korean 

Newspaper, Dong-a-Ilbo, narrated ‗Love‘ in reference to the story of Ayodhya Princess 

and the Korean King. Following, the statement of two former Presidents of Korea (Kim 

Dae Jung and Kim Young Sam), the First Lady of former President Lee Myong Bak 

claimed to be the descendent of the Ayodhya Princess (Korea Times, 2010). In 1999, the 

Prime Minister of Republic of Korea, Kim Jong Pil had invited the Mishra family who 

claimed to be the descent of Princess Ayodhya for the memorial ceremony of the ancient 

Korean King Kim Suro in Kimhae city (modern name of old Kaya). In 2001, the Mayor 

of Ayodhya and the Mayor of Kimhae city signed a ‗Sister City Bond‘ (Times of India, 

12
th

 Sept, 2004). In 2007, the Indian Ambassador to Korea, N.Partasarthi had written a 

novel titled ‗Silk Empress‘ and ‗The Reluctant Assassin‘ based on the legend of Ayodhya 

Princess. In 2010, a T.V series (Kim Suro) broadcasted on Munhwa Broadcasting 

Corporation also narrated the story of Ayodhya Princess and Kim Suro. In 2014, the visit 

of IT (Information and Communication) Minster Ravi Shankar Prasad to Korea revealed 

that he has been occupied reading the novel on Ayodhya Princess and her marriage to 

Kim Suro (Times of India, 20
th

 Oct, 2015). The Minister hoped to use this cultural 

connection of the past to boost ties in the present. In 2015, the visit of our current Prime 

Minister, Narender Modi, once again mentioned the Princess of Ayodhya in his public 

interaction in Korea (MEA). Rom, K Relation. This led the Indian media to broadcast a 

special show on Ayodhya‘s connection with Korea (India TV). Apart from this, the 

narratives of Ayodhya Princess have been used in performing drama, festivals, music 

shows both in India and Korea.   

India and Korea had established their diplomatic relations in 1973. The interaction in the 

beginning was considerably slow but steady. With the initiation of the India Look East 

Policy, it had opened a new door and vistas to access to Korean in the Indian market and 

since then there has been no looking back. In 2013, the total bilateral trade value figured 

$17.57 billion. In modern time, the relationship between India and Korea has flourished 

in the diplomatic and the economic front, but there is lesser emphasis on the civilization 
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front. For emphasizing the civilizational connect, the following narratives are an effort 

from both Korea and India to popularize the narrative of Ayodhya Princess.  

‗If there‘s any country that is closer to India in terms of shared history, the language and 

culture, it is Korea‘ said the ICCR President Lokesh Chandra, adding that the legend has 

helped in strengthening Indo-Korean relations (NDTV, July 17, 2015). These positive 

and constructive narratives represent the importance of Ayodhya Princess‘s story as an 

instrument that is strengthening India and Korea‘s relationship. It is bridging a gap which 

was obsolete for almost 2000 years and resurfacing the emotional and civilizational 

connect and increasing people to people contact in the 21
st
 century. The proposed 

research is going to focus on state action in international relation by using narratives of 

popular culture shared mutually, these popular ‗narratives‘ play an important and vital 

role in diplomacy between India and Korea. The need for studying and assessing the 

‗narrative diplomacy‘ between the two countries is vital to cementing this relationship. 

1.2 Objective of Study  

1) The research aims to study how narrative of Ayodhya princess narrative becoming an 

important factor in India-Korea relations  

2) To study the various development course of Ayodhya princess interaction between 

India and Korea.  

3) To study how both India and Korea have engaged in using culture to improve their 

relation as a way of soft power diplomacy.  

5)  To study the illustration of the myth by the media in shaping the popular culture 

between both country. 

1.3 Research Questions  

1) What is the illustration of myth by the media in shaping the popular culture between 

the two countries? 

2) How the narrative of Ayodhya Princess helps to bring India South Korea closer? 
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3) What is the progress of sister city bond between Kimhae and Faizabad since 2001? 

4) Does the narrative on Ayodhya Princess remain as a factor in India South Korea 

Relations? 

5) Does the narratives on Ayodhya Princess helping to promote tourism in India? 

1.4 Literature Review 

The review of literature is consisting of three parts. The first part covers the literature on 

narrative diplomacy and second part will focus on the narratives of Ayodhya Princess and 

third part is going to focus on the India and Korea relations. 

Middleton, Julia (2014) in his book “Cultural Intelligence” describes the past, present 

and future in psychological perspective. He defines culture, ‗in ability to cross divide and 

thrive in multiple culture‘. He took the various different experiments to develop the sense 

of cultural intelligence in positive aspect. He describes past can be slow and dead for 

some civilization where the past can be a guiding force for the present and future 

generation in another civilization. For him culture means is ‗Informed society‘. He argues 

that positive representation of culture can yield a various civilization fruit to the present 

generation. Simply follow the ‗cultural intolerance‘. He has been giving advised to the 

political leaders, non-state actors and individual interaction. It comprise with various 

cultural theory and experiment for studying the Culture and how it can be used in 

building strong interaction breaking all the bonds of any past. It encourages society for 

active engagement rather than passive engagement. 

Cobley, Paul (2001) “Narrative” highlights the narrative meaning and its essence. Books 

give clear explanation and insight of what is the meaning of story, plot, and narrative. It 

focuses on how they are interdependence. He is more emphasising role of ‗Represented 

Narrative‘ in popular media. It also describes the history, morality, and universality of 

narrative in popular culture. Describe minute narrative to the grant narrative role with 

mix mode with theoretical insight. It has clearly narrative units and structure in more 

theoretical and its impact of socialization. 
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Ilyon, (1972) ―Legends and history of three kingdom of ancient Korea” Translated by Ha 

Tae-Hung and Grafton K.Mintz Korea book is fundamental books which the whole 

cultural interaction revival is based. The compilation by the Buddhist monk Ilyon in 12th 

century gives the account of legends and folktale of Korea. Samguk Yusa gives the brief 

description of the history of three kingdoms (Goguryo, Silla, Bakche) and their adjacent 

kingdom, and also provides the account of Karak Kingdom where the establishment of 

Kaya Kingdom was mentioned. This book is considered to be very important because it 

also gives the origin of Korean people in Dangun Myth. This historical account presented 

in the Samguk Yusa is beneficial to my research as it provides me with information on the 

legend of Ayodhya Princess. 

Miskimmon.Alister, O‘Loughin.Ben and Roselle Laura(year), Forging the world: 

Strategic Narratives and International Relations: It argues on how state seeks influence 

in international affair and strategic narratives are shown as means for political actors to 

construct a shared meaning of international politics to shape the behaviour of domestic 

and international actors. The focus is on how states seek to mobilize narratives to seek 

influence and shape the behaviour. It studies the international relations concept of 

strategic narrative. The literature focuses on the relevance on the international affairs and 

the narratives influencing nations. The arguments in the paper regarding the influence of 

narratives in international affairs is vital for my research in developing an understanding 

and shaping the international politics 

Melissen, Jan (2005) ―The New Public Diplomacy: Soft power in International 

Relations”, cover the topics on the new public diplomacy and through theoretical 

reflections the clarifications of concepts is given. Evaluation of the new public diplomacy 

and it‘s important in the present international environment is present. New public 

diplomacy is introduced as a concept and assessed in the development as nation branding 

and cultural relations. The issue of soft power is often surfaced in relation to the 

discussion on public diplomacy. To my research it contributes a debate on public 

diplomacy and gives current trends in diplomatic practice. 

Ramussen W. Ivan (2009) ―Towards a theory of public diplomacy” It gives an account of 

explanatory theory for state action in international relations. It focuses on the limited 
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theoretical basis to understand the public diplomacy and argues yet there has not been 

sufficient or single theory that can explain the concept of public diplomacy and soft 

power. The study suggests that rational explanation for the practice of public diplomacy. 

It shows the growing field of public diplomacy, quantitative elements of statistical 

analysis of the practice of soft power and image maintenance worldwide. The articles 

also explore how the state takes action in international relation by giving priority of 

promoting its own country interest.  

Katuria, Rajat & Joshi, Sanjana(ed) (2014) ―Forty years of India-Korea relations and 

looking ahead” The book gives an overview of the various aspects of the bilateral 

relationship between India and Korea, the past, present and future. The book deals with 

the ancient cultural and historical connection between these two countries and how this 

connection is being reinforced in modern times. It provides us with information on how 

India and Korea have played roles in each other‘s advancement through support. This 

book has brought together various eminent scholars and experts and their contributions 

towards the aspects of this alliance. It brings out the evolution of the alliance as well as 

highlighting the challenges and opportunities in the coming years. 

This book contributes to my thesis in showing the scope and potential the bilateral 

relationship had and has and can have in various aspects. Culture being the main domain 

in my thesis, this book provides substantial information regarding the cultural growth and 

development. As this book also shows the past, present and future, there is a 

chronological understanding of the growth and importance of culture in the bilateral 

alliance. This supports my thesis in contributing to my research showing culture as a 

major aspect in the development of India and Korea‘s ties. 

This book gives a comprehensive study of the multi- faceted relationship between India 

and Korea. It has given records and facts of the past, present and future prospect of the 

countries relations. The book has been divided between different scholars according to 

their strength and knowledge of the topics. Each author has given a responsibility in 

collecting and compiling materials relevant to their assigned topic/topics. 
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This book does a vast study of India and Korea relationship from its pre-modern times 

where it looks at its economic and cultural ties. It also provides us with information on 

their diplomatic ties, the major treaties, agreements and conventions that took place. It 

has given extensive research on India and Korea foundation and growth of their alliance. 

For my thesis, the chapters on India-Korea pre-modern relationship, establishment of 

their diplomatic ties and chapters on their cultural exchanges are extremely informative. 

They give a detailed chronological assessment of the development of this liaison. The 

detail help putting a chronological understanding and helps the thesis assesses the 

development of culture between India and Korea. 

Mital, Pankaj, daisy and Bhusan, Ravi(ed), (co-author) (2014), ―Affinities-India & Korea: 

past and present” The aspects of the bilateral relationship between India and Korea – 

commercial, cultural, economic, educational, historic, language and literature, political, 

science and technological and trade is covered. It provides a graphic account of all these 

aspects and their developments. It also comprises of the proceedings of an international 

conference where India and Korea relationship since CE 48 has been dealt with. This 

book shines a light on India and Korea‘s various dimensions towards developing their 

alliance. 

For my thesis, the chapters deal with India-Korea cultural exchanges and chapters 

regarding language, education, traditional learning is all important in developing my 

research area. It gives a wider perspective on the issues and facts that help in deriving 

information about culture and its impact on their bilateral relationship. 

The information provided to the research in providing wider perception of culture‘s role 

in the alliance. It bends towards the countries contribution to one another culturally, in 

strengthening their liaison and adding the importance of culture in a relationship between 

two countries in contemporary times. 

N. Parthasarathi & Soumitra Dasgupta (2015) “SuriRatna and Kim Suro: a graphic novel” 

The graphic novel is based on the journey of the Ayodhya Princess to Korea. Along with 

information it gives a graphic knowledge of the legend. This is the first graphic novel to 

be published based on the legend. 
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It provides historical information on the journey and the initial relationship between 

India-Korea interactions. Thus, this novel is a source of information to my research. 

1.5 Theoretical Framework 

At present, vast amount of time and money are being invested all around the world in 

building global brands and organisations but where are the global leaders, who will lead 

them? Leaders who can cross cultural boundary between east to west, and north to south; 

between faiths and belief; between public and private voluntary sector; between the 

generations? [Cultural Intelligence: Middleton]. She argues there is various information 

and definitions of culture all over the world, but she focuses on culture meaning 

‗Informed Society‘. The uniqueness of a culture brings the unawareness and differences 

which is preferred in a society that accepts it. It is important to break the geographical 

barriers and cultural intolerance to unite and celebrate the difference in culture. There are 

various experiments that can be made on cultural intolerance to achieve a common 

cultural tolerance for civilization.  

A simple experiment, where a group of people belonging to different nations were asked 

a question, ‗what do you think about past, present and future?‘ The Indian replied, ‗The 

past is glorious, where heroes lived‘. The Chinese said, ‗the past does not exist‘. The 

American replied the same as the Chinese. From this experiment we can conclude that 

some civilizations believe in the past whereas some don‘t. Therefore, giving us an insight 

on how some civilizations look at their past cultural civilizations.  

Narrative has a structure that is dynamical and dialogical. Paul Cobley in his book, 

‗Narrative‘ writes that ‗the most simple of stories is embedded in a network of relations‘. 

It defines an underlying difference between a story, plot and narrative. Story is written 

with full expressions and imaginations. Plot of the story links one incidence to the other. 

Narrative, on the other hand, is a form of interpretation, especially in representative 

narrative. 

The study uses Milton Cummings hypothesis of cultural diplomacy that, ―the exchange of 

ideas, information, values, systems, traditions, beliefs and other aspects of culture, with 
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the intention of fostering mutual understanding‖.
1
 He states that cultural diplomacy is not 

a simple foreign policy tool, but a process in international cultural politics where strategic 

implementation is achieved through the strategic channelling of culture. Cultural 

diplomacy is therefore, the promotion of two differently cultured nations. It can be 

through exchange of traditions, acceptance of each other‘s cultures, creating a basic 

understanding of one‘s culture and promoting it in their respective countries. It not only 

depends on foreign policies to strengthen the ties but uses culture as a main draw to 

enhance and enrich the relation between the countries.  

The first instance of exchange of values, systems and traditions is when the marriage 

between the two happened. It not only created an alliance but promoted cultural 

diplomacy indirectly. It became the first step towards the interaction and understanding 

of two different cultures.  

 1.6 Methodology  

The study examines the narratives of Ayodhya Princess (independent variable) which is 

instrumental in diplomacy and its role on India-Korea relationship (dependent variable). 

It will be both descriptive and explanatory in nature. Along with being descriptive and 

explanatory, the research‘s main focus revolves around an analytical process focusing on 

identifying how prominent this narrative is and why it has an impact on India-Korea 

relationship. The study uses both primary sources, statements of head of the departments, 

statement by Kim Yoon-Ok: Korea times, Ravi Shankar Prasad, Ambassadors etc., 

reports and agreements, Ministry reports and secondary sources books, websites, journals 

and other. It begins by providing a descriptive literature on narrative diplomacy and 

India-Korea relations and its changes in the patterns by providing explanations on the 

narratives on Ayodhya Princess‘s impact on diplomacy. This is followed by an analysis 

of narratives and its role in the changing patterns within the context of India-Korea 

relations. 
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1.7 Organisation of Dissertation 

The first chapter is an attempt to understand cultural communication, particularly 

through legend of Ayodhya princess, one of the main sources of inspiration in promoting 

India- South Korea relations. The incident was obsolete for more than 2000 years. It 

gives a brief discussion on how it was revived in popular culture and academia due to its 

growing popularity. The utilization of popular cultural narrative, particularly after the 

establishment of diplomatic relation with South Korea, how this particular narrative is 

used in various places to fulfil the sense of shared heritage. Therefore, it is one of the 

factors which require further articulation. It provides background of the study with scope 

and objectives clarified through theoretical and empirical balance.  

The second chapter explains diplomacy, cultural theory, and narrative deepen our 

understanding about the popular legend. Culture is studied from the sociological, 

psychological, and international perspective and it‘s interaction with the diplomacy. It 

looks into the historical linkage and the development between the two countries on the 

lines of diplomacy. It gives a description of narrative and its impact on diplomacy and the 

use in promoting international actors interest with the other nations. It also analyses the 

present writings and comprehensive records of multi-faceted relationship between the 

two countries.  

The third chapter analyses the narrative on Ayodhya princess. The development of 

narrative from Korean history text Samguk Yusa to the contemporary archaeological 

study will be explored. This chapter will introduce the legend of Ayodhya Princess, its 

historical importance and the changing patterns of narratives on Ayodhya Princess. 

Samguk Yusa will be studied to identify the relevance and potential of this legend and its 

vital impact historically and in contemporary times.  

The forth chapter introduces the development and scope of old heritage and its impact 

on the India-Korea relations. It will also delve into the period after 1973 where apart from 

the diplomatic ties; the scope and potential of cultural engagements between the nations 

will be projected.  
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The fifth chapter and the final chapter conclude the findings in the research work. It 

summarizes outcome of each chapter with clearly defined ideas and arguments.  
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Chapter-2 

NARRATIVE AS AN INSTRUMENT IN DIPLOMACY 

Throughout history, countries use the cultural exchange for pursuing its foreign policy. 

This magnet force even in present day has been extensively used to assert their presence 

and to comprehend others. This understanding is taken forward by the present generation 

by acknowledging the cultural narratives. Displaying of culture is the primary effort to 

build a strong diplomacy. Since definition of culture and diplomacy is quite different in 

their own orientation, they are linked with complicated wires in international relations.  

Strict practices of culture in diplomacy forms the cultural diplomacy and represented 

narrative plays to broaden the horizons of cultural diplomacy by selecting the portion that 

reflects and interests the other. The most difficult and complicated part is to find the 

channels and agency which operate to formulate the narrative in diplomacy. Who 

originate these narratives? What is the use of a particular narrative? 

This chapter is going to analysis the how narrative is becoming a modern tool rather than 

comparing culture as a whole in diplomacy by analyzing the factors like culture, 

diplomacy, cultural diplomacy, and narratives. The main theme is not culture as a whole 

but particularly the emphasis on the essential component forms which are common to the 

narrative and its manifestation in the interaction to formulate the moral values as the 

sense of commonness. Consequently, the commonness finds a ground for bilateral 

relation. 

What is culture? What is diplomacy? What is cultural diplomacy? What are the theories 

of cultural diplomacy? What is Narrative? What is the role of narratives in international 

relations? Are narratives an outcome of a broader culture?  

2.1 Culture: Civilizational Perspective  

Raymond Williams calls culture, ‗one of the two or three most complicated words in 

English language‘ [john story: 2001].  
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Generally the word culture is associated with the practice of certain rituals, practices, 

ceremonies organized under certain well-established norms of the society. By taking its 

precise, although wide definition, it still has a very vague and unclear description. We 

need context to understand the broad horizon of culture to comprehend the vague 

meaning forming into clarity. Primarily, the context is understood with value, practice 

and norms organized by the society in limited territory. The spatially bounded nature of 

culture forms the fundamental problem within territorial due to the diverse range of 

practice and inheritance of different values. Certain factors like the topography, hill 

station, environment within the territory has also contribute different practice. 

Nevertheless, nation state during the representation of culture shows the homogenous set 

or diverse set of culture when interacted with other nation state. The origins of the word 

(culture) lies in the concept of cultivation, distinguishing that which is grown under 

human control, as in farming, from the products of nature.
2
  

 

Fundamentally, culture is the product of nature as the concept of cultivation sets up basic 

norms under which cultivation has to perform. Various practices of the definition indicate 

the differences in perspective of history, sociology, and anthropology. The meaning of 

culture has moved on from just cultivation of good manners to being one of intellectual 

and social activity improvements. According to social historian Norbert Elias 

(1939/1978), the process began in the middle ages and has its roots in courtly behaviour 

(the origin of the words courtesies in French and courtesy in English). Codes of 

behaviour and strictures on manner became one of the growing industries in the fifteenth 

and sixteenth centuries
3
. The paradigm shift of culture from primitive society concept of 

cultivation to intellectual social activity has transformed, hence it has diverted culture 

into the range of developmental culture. But comparative culture from one region to 

another region tends to show the difference in the uncultured and the uncivilized. The 

comparison between the uncultured and the cultured was perceived through the 

differences in the notions the society had set by what is acceptable and what isn‘t. We 

still use comparative culture to form the difference between the civilized and uncivilized 

                                                           
2
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3
 Bharti, k Kunal (2010) ,Indo-South Korea Cultural Relation: Impact on Bilateral cooperation, M.Phil. 

Thesis, New Delhi: Jawaharlal Nehru University. 
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practices. Yet, according to the point of view of the observer, culture appears to be the 

product of the religion, or the religion the product of the culture
4
 forming a mythical 

notion, creating hard belief towards one type of culture creating supernatural deities to 

perform particular culture.  

 

In this formation, the connection of religion with culture is trying to dismiss the earlier 

notion of primitive societies where it describes the connection of man with nature. There 

is no avoiding that dilemma: you must be either a naturalist or a super naturalist [Rees, 

Richards: 1967]. He further reflects by saying culture grows from tradition at the same 

time depends upon traditions. These cultures transform from one generation to next 

through the institution of religion. But another observer argues that religion is a product 

of culture rather than culture being the product of religion. 

 

Human beings are naturally progressive. Using the wisdom of the natural environment 

around you constantly helps improve lives. Each lifestyle, customs invents new manners 

of living. Civilization informs the progress of man's physical area while the culture is 

informed of the progress of the mental area. Humans only by improving the physical 

conditions are not satisfied. He not only won the diet but also the body with the mind and 

spirit. Physical development can be destroyed by the body's appetite, but despite this, 

mind and soul remain unsatisfied. To satisfy these needs, men develop and advance 

through culture. Religion and philosophy are the result of human curiosity. While 

exploring the beauty of music, literature, sculpture, painting and architecture, and many 

arts are advanced. 

 

Williams suggested that culture can be referred to ‗work and practice of intellectual 

activity and especially artistic activity‘
5

. But defining popular culture has lots of 

complications as well as simplifications. Firstly, to define popular culture is to simply 

                                                           
4
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understand a culture which is widely favoured or liked by the mass
6
. In this definition the 

use of technology and for producing the mass effect is the essential component. Historical 

analysis is a less analytical approach leading its usage to a different purpose. There has 

been lot of criticism on mass culture due to the fact of imposed or impoverish culture. 

Therefore, the culture has a lot do with technology or means which make it popular 

culture. 

 

The above explanation of culture is the description through a bird‘s eye view. However, 

the culture of life is the law or norms. The food we eat, the clothes we wear, the language 

we speak and God we worship are all part of a culture. In simple words, we can say that 

the method is a symbol of the culture in which we think and operate. It also includes 

those things that we have inherited as a member of a society. As a member of a social 

class the achievements of human culture can be traced. Art, music, literature, 

Washuvigyan, architecture, philosophy, religion and science are all part of the culture. 

Including the customs, cultures, traditions, festivals, way of life, and aspects of life, and 

the individual's own views. 

 

Like culture, myth is nation state requiring a leap of faith. Definition of myth itself is 

very vague and undefined.  Myth plays an important role in the formation of identity and 

culture in society, including beliefs and traditions. Myth has been interchangeable with 

the words such as legends, folks, and fables. Over the time, the differences between these 

terms have been established. 

 

Legends: it carries a moral meaning, emphasising more on the story then the significance 

[Joseph Campbell: 1988]. He further explains by refusing the existence of religious and 

supernatural content in legend. The uses of ‗folks‘ is associated with the story that are 

fictitious and limited to a geographical area. ‗Fables‘ are like legends which are fictional 

stories that carry a moral message where the characters are usually animals. After the 

clear distinction of these terms, we can focus on ‗Myth‘ due to its immense influence of 
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culture and its societies. The myths tend to have a bigger role in culture due to its stability. 

The foster a share set of values, belief perspective history and literature
7
  

 

2.2 Diplomacy: Cultural Interactions  

 

The origin of the word diplomacy can be traced to the word ‗diploun‘ which means to 

fold.
8
 The word diploma was used in the roman period when important documents, bills, 

state papers, etc. were scribbled on metal plates. With time, the word was utilised for all 

the metallic documents dealing with state. 

 

Organised diplomacy in history flashes the prominence of the archivists who played a 

key role in the formulation and negotiation of polices and not only their hand in 

formulating the policies, but it also reflect their knowledge of affairs of their state and 

their neighbours. Only during the end of the 15
th

 century was diplomacy seen as a 

profession precisely, in 1815 during the congress of Vienna. During this meeting, 

diplomacy was officially recognized as profession making it different to their existed 

ones such as politicians and statesman. The profession of diplomats is perceived as an 

agent or a representative of his government and his government‘s international role 

maintaining the foreign relations and give an eye during the formulation of policies and 

negotiations. 

 

A famous philosopher Niccolo Machivaelli, said “you must know that there are two 

methods of fighting the one by law and the other by force; the first method is that of man, 

the second of beasts, but as the first method is often insufficient, one must have recourse 

to the second”. 
9
 (pg. 15)  

 

His statement clearly mentions that there are certain protocols that can be followed in 

order to maintain a relationship with another State. It does not have to be through force or 

violence but can be achieved through negotiations and talk. 
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Sir Victor Wellesley states, “Diplomacy is not policy but the agency for giving effect to it. 

Both are complementary to each other since the one cannot act without the cooperation 

of the other. Diplomacy has no separate existence from forign policy but the two together 

form one executive policy-policy determing strategy and diplomacy the tactics”
10

 (pg.19) 

 

Sir Wellesly elaborately states diplomacy and foreign policy are complementary to one 

another. It is extremely vital to maintain a healthy diplomatic relation with another State 

in order to form foreign policies benefitting one another. A lethal combination of 

diplomacy and wise foreign policy is required for two or more countries to maintain 

healthy and essential ties. 

 

“Lets the king appoint an ambassador, the army depends on its commander, control of 

subjects on the army the government of the kingdom, on the king, peace and war on the 

ambassador”.
11

 (pg.28) 

 

It is mentioned that diplomacy had been practiced in ancient India and has been 

mentioned in Manusmiriti. The book covers many diplomatic envoys including 

diplomatic instances in the Hindu epic, Ramayana and Mahabharta. 

 

The golden period of diplomacy arouse in India during the Mauryan period. In this period, 

international relations branched out. According to Greek and Indian historians, 

Megasthenses was accredited as Ambassador to the imperial court of Chandragupta. With 

such historical evidences, we can say that mission of diplomacy had existed way back 

and along with the understanding of forming cordial relation ties with other existing 

States. 

 

Since, early period of globalisation, precisely in the beginning of 20
th

 century, when few 

advanced and democratic countries has been in process of developing their interest in 

conducting the foreign affairs. There occur two fundamental questions to resolve. First, 

what is foreign policy and, how to negotiate? [Diplomacy: 1969]  There was feeling that 

foreign policies were based upon changeless national and imperial necessities and that 
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such they stood outside the arena of party conflict.
12

 Diplomacy is the management of 

international relations by negotiation; the method by which these relations are adjusted 

and managed by ambassadors and envoys
13

.  

 

 “Diplomacy is “the art of forwarding one’s interests in relation to other countries.” —

K.M. Panikar.  

 “Diplomacy is the promotion of the national interest by peaceful means.”—Hans J. 

Morgenthau.  

 

Since it forms the parallel contrast with implicit nature of the word diplomacy, it has 

embedded not only the origin of foreign policy and negotiation but architect of foreign 

policy and deliberation of those who execute the foreign policy. Various meanings 

associated with the word like foreign policy, problem solving through the diplomacy, 

negotiation, and it has also implies the act of guileful. 

 

Historically, the traces of development of diplomacy implies with Greek emissary sent to 

Athens for delivering the speech. The main course of action was to judge the longest 

hours and effective display of the ‗oratory skills‘. According to the Book, Diplomacy and 

Peace, there derives three phases in Diplomacy, first 476 to 1475, this period in 

diplomacy called as ‗Dark Age‘ and he further said it was highly disorganised. The 

second phase was which is characterised from 1473 to 1914 and in diplomatic theory it 

was called as ‗European State system‘.  The emerging states of Europe slowly began to 

institutionalize formal diplomatic customs and conventions in the 14th, 15th, and 16th 

centuries, forced as they were to engage with one another for political, geographic, 

economic, religious, and strategic reasons.
14

 The third phase was the ‗Diplomatic 

Diplomacy‘ which was inaugurated by President Wilson. He made the Fourteen Points 

are still the most persuasive statement of the new philosophy of international affairs. 
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The word diplomacy is generally associated with foreign policy, in fact, foreign policy is 

not diplomacy and diplomacy is not foreign policy. The state forms the foreign policy 

and diplomats pursue or execute policy through skilful and sensitively negotiation. The 

outcome of diplomacy in primitive time was to established peace, which the shift moved 

from peace to economic and welfare of interest its own people in modern time. The kings 

in primitive time preserved the political relations through the means of diplomacy. The 

need of maintaining the political relation is ubiquitous in international politics. 

 

In modern time there have been well established functions to fulfil in order to maintain 

the relations with the modern nation state. It helps to facilitates communication, 

negotiation of accords or treaty, gathering of intelligence and information, reduce the 

disagreement on an issues etc. [Hedley bull: 2004] 

 

International politics is all about interaction of various actors called state. It also 

encompasses the non-state actor and civil society too. There has to be some governing 

body which must regulate these relations. One aspect is to regulate the mechanism 

through the diplomacy. If there are persistent conflicts arising due to various 

disagreements, the outcome would be war, if there is cooperation, establishment of 

diplomacy is possible. Conflicts can resolve through the dialogue and interaction. 

 

The nature of diplomacy is surrounded by the immoral as put forth by diplomacy is 

neither the art of deceit nor mere lies or propaganda, and nor even something immoral.
15

 

In international politics is neither nobody is friend nor the enemy but the permanent 

interest they pursue. It is an act of negotiation by means of tactful intelligence dialogue 

between nation states. However, it has particular techniques for communication. This 

particular technique helps to establish good relation. Since this direction opens the 

various dialogues to engaging states, one of the natures, which is very important to 

highlight in this research is the role of diplomacy in bilateral and multilateral interaction. 

Diplomacy is commonly bilateral in character. However as a result of the growing 
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importance of international conferences, international organisations, regional negotiations, 

it has now developed a plural character. It is concerned with all issues and problems 

among nations.
16

 It is evident modern democratic countries establish their consular 

services to primarily assign to work for the bilateral business. They are mainly 

responsible to carry out the culture to commerce activity with the respected nation. 

Bilateral relations also maintain the political and cultural relation with each other.  

 

Diplomacy is the term having various meaning as it helps to understand the various 

aspect of a country‘s culture, trade, society. It evolves from the traditional to modern 

form with the new tact and intelligent public view. It is an interaction, negotiation, 

culture and fashion understanding, and persuasion of the objective with trained state 

actors and non-state actors.  

 

Two (South Korea and India) countries with different race, with different languages, 

different culture, forming an alliance on the basis of historical and mythical account (both 

I doubt) using to form a strategic narrative in most of their interaction. 

 

2.3 Theories of Cultural diplomacy 

 

The term ―Cultural diplomacy‖ was coined by Milton Cummings as “the exchange of 

ideas, information, values, systems, traditions, beliefs, and other aspects of culture, with 

the intention of fostering mutual understanding”.
17

 (pg.1) 

 

Cummings definition of cultural diplomacy broadens the sense of intercultural interaction 

and the two-way exchange between the cross cultural counties. [Einbinder: 2013] The 

nations put their efforts in promoting their cultural values and traditions by developing 

policies and imparting the importance of international bonding.  

 

Culture is a soft tool for forming international relations. It shows the society‘s personality 

and its reflection through their ordinary activities to those who are outside of their own 
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culture. Culture does not only appeal to social stereotypes but also covers the 

geographical boundaries and distances. Every society has been attracted to a culture that 

is indifferent to theirs. The comparative studies of a society‘s culture, geography and 

anthropology have been a fundamental part of their education. During an interaction of 

two nations, the task of cultural diplomacy is to produce an understanding that goes 

beyond stereotyped image and mould perceptions in favourable way
18

 but the question 

that still arises is what cultural diplomacy is? 

 

"Cultural Diplomacy may best be described as a course of actions, which are based on 

and utilize the exchange of ideas, values, traditions and other aspects of culture or 

identity, whether to strengthen relationships, enhance socio-cultural cooperation, promote 

national interests and beyond; Cultural diplomacy can be practiced by either the public 

sector, private sector or civil society."[International Cultural Diplomacy] this above 

definition is suggesting the important point like the exchange of ideas. It is also extending 

the ground to where all cultural diplomacy can show its presence, it is not only limited to 

the civil society, but also expands to the public and private sector. This statement clearly 

indicates that culture is not limited to a benefit for only governments but plays a vital role 

in all sectors. The elaboration of cultural diplomacy in this statement indicates that there 

are various ways apart from traditions to use culture to enhance the cultural ties between 

two or more countries. Talking about India and Korea, both being countries of Asia tend 

to have certain similarities that automatically bonds them culturally leading to develop a 

strong diplomacy through it.  

Culture is an important asset possessed by the country to reflect its value in diplomacy. 

Some refer culture to soft power meaning to obtain the maximum influence through the 

cultural resources interacting with nation state. Soft power is becoming the necessity of 

complex order of world politics. Throughout history, nation uses the cultural power for 

influencing the preference of others. Soft power is one among the source to influence 

democratic nation. Culture usually divided into two parts one is ‗High culture‘ and 
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second which is important to understand this paper is the ‗Popular culture‘. [Joseph S. 

Nye: 2008] High culture encompasses the traditional literature, education and art etc. 

Usually soft power reflects the elites. On the contrary popular culture is more appealing 

and seductive. There is no doubt popular culture use the means of technology to achieve 

connection with the mass. The mass media plays role for people to connect emotional and 

psychologically, as put forth by Joseph. S. Nye. 

Another attempt to capture transnational spheres of influence is the soft power theory. 

The term "soft power" was coined by Joseph S. Nye, Jr., more than a decade ago to 

describe the growing importance of non-traditional ways, such as culture and value; a 

country can wield to influence another country's wants. Initially, it referred to America's 

ability to not only intimidate or persuade, but also to entice, attract, and fascinate other 

countries and societies by its mass culture and ideas. Japan, India, and China were later 

mentioned as noteworthy for their resources of soft power in Asia (Nye 1990; 2004, pp. 

73-98).  

Soft power, however, has limited salience in East Asia and in general. The effectiveness 

of soft power depends heavily on the acceptance of the receiving audience, and likewise 

is difficult to measure and to handle. Soft power may work in the production and 

distribution side, and indeed, there seems to be a lot of "power" in the ability of a 

country's culture to disperse across nation-state boundaries, even under restrictive 

conditions. The logic of consumption, however, is more complicated. The consumption 

of popular culture might encourage East Asians to develop a positive interest in imported 

cultures and ideas, originate from America, China, Japan, or India. Whether this is an 

affirmation for the construction of similarities of conceptions and identities remain to be 

proven. Soft power as a concept may not be able to fully capture the dynamics of how 

people in East Asia consume, appropriate, conceive and especially indigenize imported 

culture and norms. 

The soft power of a country rests primarily on three resources: its culture (in places 

where it is attractive to others), its political values (when it lives up to them at home and 



27 
 

abroad), and its foreign policies (when they are seen as legitimate and having moral 

authority)
19

 

The soft power uses the culture as means of persuasion rather than the money. It deplores 

the every possible culture to export which contains the human values as well as 

significant attraction to other nation which can be used as catalyst to promote or fulfil 

their political and economic goal. Export of culture which contains well established 

human values shapes the new society to avoid the strangeness with engaging nation. This 

export of culture may include dance, literature, music, popular mythology, historical and 

non-historical which forms the bonding of close cooperation with another country. This 

culture narrative is repeated by generation to generation not to indulge in avoiding 

strangeness but to use in the diplomacy as well. For instance, Buddhism remains as a 

cradle of Asian civilisations but the narrative of Buddhism is being used in Asian country 

while negotiating their diplomacy. Thus, the narrative of any culture is mode of soft 

power which is engaging and widening the scope of soft power to the soft narrative in 

diplomacy. Therefore, cultural diplomacy is not only representation of culture but it‘s a 

representation of popular narrative in diplomacy. 

The promotion of culture in foreign policies through the free flowing of ideas and values 

contributed by the state can create a sustainable relationship between two countries. 

Usage of culture to promote a country‘s influence is not a new phenomenon. Promoting 

cross cultural relations have been vital during the ancient times when various Kings and 

communities used it as a strategic tool to augment their influence in the global stage 

through cultural events.[Mary Einbinder :2013] 

2.4 Narrative: Representative Rhetoric   

Merriam Webster has defined ‗narrative‘ as ‗the representation in art of an event or story‘. 

Levi Strauss suggests that narrative is a basic and constant form of human expression 

regardless of ethnic origin, primary language and enculturation.
20

Narrative has a broad 
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meaning, as it extent is defined in terms of history, geography, politically and culturally. 

In historical narratives, you tell about a historical event, blending facts with imagined 

character and situation. When you write historical narrative you combine fiction with 

nonfiction .Historical narrative has sub division one is traditional narrative and other is 

modern narrative. The origin of narrative is impossible to find but their related meaning 

forms a important and vital understanding of culture myths and truth of pre-modern 

Korea created a ambiguity in the positive essence. Owen Flanaganof Duke University, a 

leading consciousness researcher, writes that "Evidence strongly suggests that humans in 

all cultures come to cast their own identity in some sort of narrative form. We are 

inveterate storytellers‖. Stories are an important aspect of culture. Many works of art and 

most works of literature tell stories. Narratives may also refer to psychological processes 

in self-identity, memory and meaning-making. Etymology of the jargon, Narratives are 

not to be understood as in terms of story in fact it ranges in broad perspective in keeping 

the chronicle, portrait, etc. 

Mainly improvement of the languages, development of the verbal faculty, human beings 

have significantly narrated the past event or stories, presented orally or in written from 

one generation to next generation. ―Wherever there are humans there appear to be 

narratives‖.
21

 It consequently forms the universality of narrative as human being is 

appeared since the beginning of civilization. In any civilization human being is the 

central aspect and its related event forms the psyche of the civilization. This psyche 

narratives evolved to gives cultural identity to its civilization. Narrative thus lies at the 

foundations of our cognitive procedures and also provides an explanatory framework for 

social science, particularly when it is difficult to assemble enough cases to permit 

statistical analysis.  

Narrative is often used in case study research in social sciences. The story of nation state 

and its identity is eighteen century phenomenon at its origin. The rise of national thinking 

(often involving ethnic, racial and religious identity that shout intuitional and territorial 

expression) become entwined with the problem of interrelation and interpretation of 

culture. 
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There is very thin line between the story and narrative. But finding its line have to go 

through the process of understanding the story which is narrated by the author. The 

central theme of story would be one or many characters supported by the various natural 

and unnatural subjects and objects of human imagination. Thus story include the various 

imagination or real things with in it. The other aspect of story is the plot, it is has nothing 

to do with the theme but it forms the continuation or work as conjunction of one incident 

after another incident. It brings the connectivity in story. The third part of this is the 

narrative or called represented narrative means which is being read or choose to 

remember and presented to the audience. 

 

2.4.1 Narrative and History  

 

Wherever there are humans there appear to be narratives. [Paul Cobly : 2001] 

 

Story, plot and narrative are usually words that are used interchangeably. It is ignored 

that there is a clear distinction between these words. Though they blend together, they 

have a separate purpose. ‗Story‘ consists of all the events which are to be depicted. ‗Plot‘ 

is the chain of causation which dictates that these events are somehow linked and that 

they are therefore to be depicted in relation to each other. ‗Narrative‘ is the showing or 

telling of these events and mode selected for that to take place.
22

 Focussing on narrative, 

it is the showing or telling that creates the process of narrative.  

 

As said above, narratives show or tell events that develop during a specific process. The 

process of becoming a narrative could be an event that actually happened or an event 

that‘s fictional. Narratives that have taken place in the distant history are the hardest to 

verify. It becomes difficult to establish whether these events took place or whether they 

are plain fiction. The dilemma of verification naturally becomes a hindrance while 

placing history. What makes is easier is the steps taken after that to investigation the 

events and also to research the consequences of it. The consequences helps in placing a 

sequence in history therefore placing it as fiction or non-fiction.  
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In referring to narratives, oral and literacy plays an immense role. Written records are 

strong historical evidences in comparison to oral records. Oral records are based on the 

memory of its receivers and givers neither which can be fully dependent. Written records 

on the other hand carry an advantage as its recorded history and helps in creating a 

sequence for the narrative.  
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                                        Chapter 3 

NARRATIVES ON THE LEGEND OF AYODHYA PRINCESS 

 

India and Korea, despite their differences in culture, language, customs and beliefs, the 

countries have succeeded in constructing a cordial and peaceful relationship with each 

other. India and Korea have a long and prosperous history of civilization. Both countries‘ 

history dates back as far as that of Greece, the Roman Empire and China. Like these 

countries both countries take pride in being the descendants of God and respect for their 

ancestors for their great achievements in building a truly great civilization. Both the 

countries are proud of its ancient kingdoms and their kings in achieving a high degree of 

success by preserving their heritage. 

 

A phrase that has been used frequently to describe the character of Japan and Korea 

relations is, "so near, yet so far"
23

 but if few of the words are changed into "so far yet so 

near", it is aptly fit for India and Korea relation. India and Korea are geographically very 

far but in terms of relationship both are positive and admirers of each other in national 

and international stages. India and Korea‘s relationship probably didn‘t start through 

trading or economic concerns but started off with the mingling of traditions, values and 

social norms. Therefore, a question arises to this historical link on what basis and whose 

desire was there a traditional interaction of this countries? It is very difficult to find out 

the answer but if we understand the source which traces the history of India-Korea 

relation, we will be able to find answers. It is important at the same time to check the 

authenticity of source which leads us to the footprints of the past.  The beginning of the 

historical and cultural link between these two countries is believed to be the journey of 

the Ayodhya princess who went to Korea in 48 A.D and married King Kim Su Ro. This 

led to the establishment of the Kaya Kingdom in Korea which lasted until 562 until the 

Silla absorbed it. The earlier ancient texts of India such, Vedas, Purana, Ramayana, etc., 

do not have records of the Ayodhya Princess, therefore there may be possible that the 
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generation during that time believed in verbal testimony of records which eradicates 

written evidence since she left for Korea, whereas the earlier texts of Korea, Samguk Yusa 

and Samguk Sagi have information regarding this incident as well as Kaya Kingdom. 

With these books as a base, it can be believed that Korea‘s traditional values were 

inherited in the society from these reliable sources. Therefore, in this research we will be 

dissecting historical evidences and authenticity of the relevant sources of both India and 

Korea.  

 

Culture is a broad term, "it is the accumulation of knowledge and experience", of 

community or nation, which is prevalent in their day today actively. It includes social 

norms, values, belief, customs, etc. In a similar way, the word Journey has a broad term. 

First we refer to the journey of ship which the princess took from Ayodhya to the Kaya 

kingdom. Secondly, the meaning of journey regarding this article we can refer to what 

she had imparted after reaching in Kaya kingdoms and onwards. Have there been cultural 

imprints visible in the Korean society after the arrival of Ayodhya princess? The research 

is also going to focus on the imparting aspects of India‘s culture to Korea and vice versa.  

 

3.1 Ayodhya Princess as described in Samguk Yusa 

The two highly respected and revered texts in Korea are Samguk sagi and Samguk Yusa. 

The literal translation of Samguk sagi is of historical records of the three kingdom of 

Korea namely Goguryo, Bakje and Silla. The time periods of these three kingdoms are 

from 57 BC to 668AD. The Samguk sagi is originally written in classical Chinese. It 

contains the records of ancient Korea after the fall of Gojoson. 

―Ilyon says that there is a sketchy description taken from Karak-Kuk-Ki, a narrative by 

Munin, magistrate of Kungwan county during the reign of Koryo King Munjong (1049-

1083). It consists mostly of usual legends, but some of it based on facts‖.
24

 According to 

Samguk Yusa, in one for their texts called the ‗Legends of Karak‘, a purple ribbon with 

six round eggs came down from heaven. Five of these eggs went one to each city while 
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the sixth stayed in the castle, where it hatched King Suro of Kumgwan. The others 

produced the chiefs of the five Kaya tribes. The five Kaya tribes were Ara-Kaya, 

Konyong Kaya, Tae Kaya, Songsan Kaya and So kaya. 
25

 The tribes lived independently 

along the Naktong River but eventually got captured by Silla. Though the birth of king 

was born from the egg contains, there is no factual ground but this text guides us to the 

history of spiritual philosophy of the Korean legends. It also confirms the evidence that 

Kings in the past were considered to be decedents from God or heaven. Secondly, it is 

necessary to mention who wrote this text to find out more. 

 

 According to sources, Samguk Yusa was written by a Buddhist monk. His name was 

Ilyon, it was natural for him to include divine aspects in his writing, which can be seen 

not only in case of Kaya kingdom but since the formation of their beginning and origin of 

the Korean people from the Dangun myth. 

 

According to the N. Parthasarthi, former Ambassador to Korea from 2005 to 2008 said 

that at the same time, Ayodhya was ruled by Padmasen, and it was the capital of Kosala 

kingdom. He was the king of Kosala which is now known as Ayodhya. King Padmasen is 

believed to be the descendant of Shri Rama and people believed in his divine authority to 

rule them. He was known for his humbleness, kindness leading the kingdom to be happy. 

His wife was Indumati.
26

 They had two daughters, Suri Ratna, she was the princess of 

Ayodhya and another daughter was the princess of the Chola kingdom. According to 

Indian Mythologies, Ayodhya was considered to be the capital of Kosala kingdom and 

more importantly the birth place of India's God Rama, who is the seventh incarnation of 

God Vishnu. God Rama is not popular only in India but has its reverence in the 

neighboring countries. Ayodhya princess (Suri Ratna) must have been born in this place 

into the royal family but there has been no hard evidence, therefore, it is still very early to 

write this but there is a notion that during that period, the royal princesses had the 

privilege of ‗self-marriage known as "Swayamvara" where it was permissible. 
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Korean ancient texts were usually written by the monks and priests of the court; whereas 

Indian ancient texts were also written by the rishis and sages of the court of rulers. These 

sources indicated the development of two great civilizations spiritually. The spiritual and 

philosophical growth started in both countries long time back which is still imbibed in the 

feeling of pride and respect for their respective countries. Therefore, it‘s arguable to ask 

the question for authentication of their original text but at the same time undermining the 

fact or myth would be out of question. 

 

India‘s early contact with Korea goes back to more than 2000 years. 
27

 The very first 

foundation of India- Korea is found in the Samguk Yusa. Samguk Yusa in English means 

(literal), Sam-means three, guk- means country or kingdom and yusa- means legends or 

folklore but the combined expression means the ―legends and history of the three 

kingdoms of ancient Korea‖. This book is written by the Buddhist monk namely Ilyon in 

12th century. He has written the story of King Kim Suro in which he has mentioned that 

the princess from Auyta's or Ayodhya (it has two close territorial sound, one found in 

Thailand and other is in India) married King Kim Suro. It is still a matter of debate about 

the actual place where she belonged to but various clues and government efforts of the 

countries suggesting that she was the Princess from Ayodhya. 

 

Samguk Yusa records a proclamation by King Suro, ―Heaven has sent me down to rule 

over this nation in peace. I was sent down from heaven to rule this land, and so my 

spouse will also descend from heaven at a divine command‖.
28

 This proclamation 

recorded in the Samguk Yusa is another source of verification of the alliance between 

Princess Ayodhya and the King Suro.  

 

In Samguk Yusa, Ayodhya Princess‘s beauty and her manner of conduct are praised. Her 

aura of sophistication and modesty which was welcomed by the King is evident in the 

following lines, ‗The Kaya soldiers waved torches and made signs for the mysterious ship 
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to come near. When it did so, they found that a beautiful princess was on board. The King 

was exceedingly glad.‘
29

 ―Welcome, princess!‘ they said, ‗The King desires you to enter 

the palace and be received in audience immediately‘. ‗You are strangers‘, the princess 

modestly replied. ‗I cannot follow you, nor can I be so unmaidenly as to enter the palace 

without due ceremony.‘ The courtiers conveyed the princess‘s words to the King, and he 

was struck by the virgin modesty and queenly dignity.‖
30

 These particular sentences 

display the immediate perception of the Princess by the King and his courtiers. This also 

gives evidence of the instant attraction towards her which gives us the indication of her 

favorable welcome to the society.  

 

When the 16 year old, Ayodhya Princess sailed her way to Korea from India, 

accompanied by her brother where she met with King Suro and got married, leading them 

to find the Kaya kingdom in Korea. With the arrival of the Ayodhya Princess, the cultural 

and traditional barriers broke within India and Korea which eventually led to a strong 

foundation to the countries‘ relation. The Princess had not landed in Korea only with 

servants but had also brought along a pagoda and a Buddha statue. She was carrying in 

her boat silk cloth, jewelry (gold and silver), tableware, precious stones, women servants 

as well as male servants. Of course they might have had difficulties in the journey 

towards Korea but finally after two months they reached Korea. Thus by reaching Korea 

it shows the first direct people to people interaction. It might be possible before this 

incidence there could have been an interaction on the line of religion or trade but this 

interaction gained limelight as it led to a marriage alliance.  

 

3.2 Archaeological Findings Regarding the Legend of Ayodhya Princess 

"I share my genes with the royal family of Ayodhya. Travellers from both these countries 

not just traded goods, but also genes. And I hail from the Kara dynasty, whose first 

woman was the princess of Ayodhya, who married the first Kara king. Her brothers went 
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on to become the Kings of Ayodhya and this is how I am genetically connected to the 

holy city," said Prof Kim. It was the statement given by the professor Byong Mo Kim, 

who is well renowned professor in Hanyang University of Korea. It is the finding of 

archaeological studies found the twin fish symbol which is present in many ancient 

building of Ayodhya city. 

Finding of the direct sea route from India to Korea was a major success of Ayodhya 

princess journey. This journey was not less than an adventure. This route adjoined the far 

and remote geography which were inaccessible to one other. It was the people to people 

contact brought by the princess and that started sharing to one other the ideas of politics, 

society and their civilization. What is more important for the scholars is to find more 

evidence regarding this particular interaction. 

 

The twin fish symbols which she was carrying on her boat and the presence of twin fish 

(called Matsya in Hindi) is also present on her tomb. It reveals the added mystery of her 

journey. With intensive research, it was confirmed that these fish symbols was used in 

India by denoting the confluence of India‘s holy sacred river namely Ganga and Yamuna, 

which was running through Ayodhya. The important of this symbol is that it is still state 

symbol of the Indian state, Uttar Pradesh. These symbols carry significant importance of 

the independence of a Kingdom. Twin fish was the state symbols in ancient Ayodhya as 

well as the ancient kingdom of Mithlla (presently northern part of Bihar). It is also found 

in some ancient buildings of Ayodhya. This symbol is believed to be a source of 

sovereignty or independence and authority.  

 

Since she came from the place of Rama (Ayodhya), she must have imparted the 

significance of the symbol of the fish in Hindu religion where the people near the river 

don‘t eat fish, rather they buy fish food and drop to the river and worship fish which is 

considered to be the first incarnation of god Vishnu. Secondly, that the two fish 

juxtaposed each other is considered to be the symbol of fertility and good luck.  

 

Clearly, India and Korea‘s convergence of cultural interest were trying to deepening the 

roots of Indian values in the heart of the Korean kingdom and to its people. This unity 
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forged by spatial and temporal meeting of diverse cultural factors made up strong ties 

between the countries. Thus she was successful in imparting the Indian values in Korea. 

 

Secondly the most important of the journey is the brown stone pagoda which brought 

from Ayodhya. This pagoda is located near her grave. Pagoda culture is very famous in 

East Asian countries and the tradition is common to Nepal, Bhutan, japan, Korea, 

Vietnam, etc. It is used for religious purposes due to its mythical values inherited in the 

pagodas especially in Buddhism. According to the sources, that brown stone was kept by 

her father in her ship so that she would not have trouble from the god of ocean (In 

Hinduism it called Varuna). Some scholar said that this stone found in Ayodhya. First 

when Korean saw the stone did they understand the importance of this stone? According 

to Kim Byung Mo
31

, an archaeologist, from centuries ago and till recent times, it is 

believed that whenever Korean had to travel by sea they used to take a piece of the stone 

for safety. This clearly indicates the tradition and belief that the Princess had from her 

native to be imparted to the Koreans.  Did the stone‘s importance in India influence the 

Koreans? During the Princess‘s journey from her home to Korea, the pagoda she carried 

played a major role in her belief for a smooth travel without receiving any hurdles from 

the god of ocean, Varuna. Since her arrival in Korea ended smoothly, the Koreans viewed 

the pagoda as a stone with mystical powers and treated it with respect as it was respected 

in India. The importance given to the pagoda is verified when it was erected in front of 

the Princess when she passed away.  

 

The archaeologist, Kim Byung Ho, of Hanyang University had also revealed that people 

belonging to the Ho family couldn‘t marry into the Kim family even in today‘s time as 
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the family name of the Princess was Ho. 
32

 This shows the King’s love towards the 

Princess to whom he surrendered his family name. Even though it involved love, it was 

also requested by the Princess to acquire the family name. 

 

3.3 Ambiguity of Acceptance 

This narrative regarding the Princess, Ayodhya, the start of the two countries relationship 

has two sides to it. One side of this situation is the historical aspect which is supported by 

the archaeological evidence which corroborates and strengthens the facts intensely. The 

other side is the mythical which questioned with reasonable doubts and refuses to be 

accepted without evidence. However, in today‘s time, where research is expanding its 

horizons and with the level of interaction between the two countries, the story of Princess 

Ayodhya is gaining prominence and importance. With prominent facts and 

archaeological findings, acceptance becomes believing in the folk literature. 

The incident takes a mythological stand when Queen Ho also known as Princess 

Ayodhya is seen and believed to be more of a mythological figure. ―The tale of Queen 

Ho shows the typical mythological form of fecundity in a meeting of two persons, one 

from heaven and the other from sea, although not very often. The union of two persons 

from heaven and sea loses its reality as a historical fact and it is more reliable to regard it 

as mythology.‖
33

 In regard with this passage, we can perceive the mythological stand 

considering Princess Ayodhya. The interaction between the natures involving humans 

immediately gives a concluding stand of it being unrealistic.  

―But one point we cannot miss is the word Ayuta because this word indicates the name of 

the ancient Indian city of Ayodhya. It means there is some historicity in this tale‖.
34

 This 

sentence comes right after the nullification of Princess Ayodhya‘s tale as realistic. The 

word Ayuta or Ayodhya therefore, gives an occurring historical factor because during 

those times, Ayodhya was considered to be the ―holiest place in India and at the same 
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time was a symbolic place of authority and sovereign power.‖
35

 Therefore, the influence 

and prominence of Ayodhya around East Asia adds to the level of prominence to this 

historical finding. Queen Ho‘s arrival from Ayodhya strengthens the story‘s position. 

―Legend has it that Queen Ho of the Indian city of Ayodhya visited Korea and 

subsequently became the Queen to King Suro, the founder of Gaya Kingdom in the 

southern part of the Korean Peninsula. It is probably based on visits of Indian ship-

merchants looking for trade routes and business opportunity in Asia, following the 

coastal sea lane from Eastern India to Southeast Asia and northward from Indochina all 

the way up to Korea and Japan. Gaya was a well-known maritime trading kingdom…sea 

coasts. Gaya was a strong contender for influence in the Korean peninsula alongside 

other bigger adversaries such as Baekjae and Silla Kingdoms of the Korean Peninsula.‖
36

 

This passage adds to the prominence of India during trade and gives a strong fact of the 

very possibility of Princess Ayodhya using the sea route to get to Korea. The mentions of 

the sea routes and the importance of Gaya‘s trading kingdom only adds to the prominence 

of Princess Ayodhya‘s journey and the initial interaction between India and Korea 

developing into a marriage alliance. This fact adds to the substantial historical evidences 

confirming the narrative instead of adding to the ambiguity created. 

3.4 Print Media and News Media Portray of Ayodhya Princess Legend 

When we discuss historical events, it is partial to leave out the print media, as in the 

newspapers, magazine articles, etc. These print media, especially during the old times, 

were the source of information to many. In our context, we can also rely or look into the 

print media as a source of finding the genesis of the Ayodhya Princess. My primary focus 

would be on the print media of India in this section but will give space to the Korean 

print media as well for reference.  

It is the newspapers which narrate the happening of yesterday. It forms a base for 

understanding the incident and helps in updating the events. Therefore, the print media is 
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also a source of finding the genesis of Ayodhya princess. Since my conviction is not to 

tell the readers about the origin of Ayodhya princess but to take the reader into the 

horizon of floating news of India Korea‘s ancient roots in modern time. India‘s leading 

daily newspapers have written the events with full conviction. It‘s applicable to the 

Korean newspaper too. Though my primary focus will be the Indian newspaper, I will 

also look into other newspaper articles of different countries that have covered this topic. 

One of the earliest articles written on Ayodhya in a newspaper was by the Times of India. 

The article narrates the story of Ayodhya Princess‘s story which gives us a historical 

linkage to the India-Korea ties. The article refers to a monument built in the memory of 

the Princess, which gives us an initial story of the Princess‘s importance in South Korea. 

The articles writes, ‗the monument in memory of Hwang Huh is built in Korean tradition 

using a three-metre high stone weighing 7500 kg, specially shipped from South Korea‘.
37

 

The article continues to narrate the evolving relationship between the Princess and the 

King leading eventually to marriage. Therefore, this article gives us the basic 

understanding of the history dealing with India and Korea‘s initial alliance which was a 

marriage alliance. The alliance did not limit itself to there but made an impact that 

monuments were being built and Ayodhya is now perceived as a location for praying for 

not only the Indians but Koreans.  

The Prime Minister of India paid a visit to South Korea in May, 2015. During his visit, 

Princess Suri Ratna‘s story was highlighted to draw a connection between the two nations. 

The writer of the article, ―Indian connection‖ by Ambica Gulati uses the phrase, ‗a divine 

dream united two souls and two nations‘.
38

 This phrase represents the long awaited unity 

of two countries that share a legend.  

The article by A.Gulati gives us a broader perspective of the Princess‘s journey to South 

Korea. During her journey, the Princess came across a fruit called beondo, a peach that 
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fruited only every 3000 years, which also happened to be the fruit of love. She also 

conveys the story after their wedding where Queen Suri Ratna requests King Suro to let 

two of her children be given her maiden name, therefore, Koreans with the surnames 

‗Kim and Huh/Hoon/Heo are from Gimhae and Lee from Incheon belong to the Karak 

clan‘.
39

 She also talks about the visit of the Mishra dynasty to Korea during the memorial 

ceremony of King Suro in 1999. In 2001, mayors of Gimhae and Ayodhya signed the 

Sister bond where Rs.2 billion was given to improve Ayodhya‘s infrastructure and to 

make a statue in the memory of Hwang Ok.  

In 2015, the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh met the Ambassador of Korea to India in 

regard of the Princess Hur Park and its remodeling and up gradation. The up gradation is 

to deal with new facilities in sync with the Korean designs. The writer also mentions the 

Gimhae Gaya theme park in South Korea with an Indian restaurant. 

Through this article, we can see the various ways India and South Korea are developing 

their ties through monuments, parks, restaurants. The ties between the two nations started 

off as a marriage alliance but it is being used as a base in growing the ties of the two 

countries.  

In July, 2015, Smriti Kak Ramachandran wrote an article in The Hindu, ―Unraveling the 

Ayodhya-Korea Link‖, regarding the conference collaborated between the Indian Council 

for Cultural Relations and the Indian International Center. The purpose of the conference 

was to promote and spread awareness regarding the story of Princess Suri Ratna. As 

quoted by The Hindu from an official, ―There is limited awareness in India about Queen 

Suri Ratna, a lot of information has not been documented. Based on the contribution from 

scholars and researchers at the two day conference, we will come out with a book on the 

Queen‖.
40

 

The conference also included Korean delegations, therefore, a discussion regarding the 

cultural links of the two countries were discussed to great lengths with inputs both from 

the Indian representatives and Korean delegates. The official also highlighted to The 
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Hindu on the work done by Prof. Kim Byung Mo and the television series regarding the 

Princess. The article also writes on the lack of publications regarding Princess Suri Ratna 

except for a few, which includes N.Parthasarathi, India‘s former Ambassador in Korea.  

The article, ―Korean Connection‖, in the Bangkok Post, mentions the initial story of 

Princess Suri Ratna‘s journey and dwells into the various efforts being made into 

strengthening the tie between the two nations using the story of Princess Suri Ratna as a 

medium. The article writes regarding the Mishra dynasty where the clan did their 

research and found the stones that the Princess had carried in the ship for balance back in 

India. At the same time, the symbol of the twin fish used by the forefathers of the Mishra 

dynasty was also used as a symbol by the King and Princess during that time. 

With the new government in India, Prime Minister Modi and his representatives are using 

the Ayodhya link to strengthen the ties of the two countries. Apart from the renovation of 

Queen Suri‘s memorial and the beautification of the park where the statue stands, many 

companies such as ‗Samsung and LG want to add plants in the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial 

Corrridor‘.
41

 Therefore, the article reveals the many investment plans of India and Korea 

where the use of the Ayodhya Princess‘s link is used as a tool to reinforce the ties.  

The sections of newspapers that have carried out articles regarding the story of Princess 

Suri Ratna and the importance of this narrative in the relationship between India and 

Korea reveal the prominence of the story of Princess Ayodhya and how it reflects on the 

ties between the two countries. Many of these articles have laid out the steps that were 

taken by both the governments in enriching and enhancing the ties and most importantly, 

the usage of the story as an instrument in reinforcing the ties.  

3.4 Ambassador and Ministers Narratives on the Legend of Ayodhya Princess 

The role of Ambassadors and Ministers and representatives play an extremely vital role 

in the development of any country. The same applies for India and South Korea, the 

ambassadors and ministers have played a pivotal role in strengthening India and South 
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Korea‘s ties by promoting the importance of Princess Suri Ratna and its value in today‘s 

time. 

Nagesh Rao Parthasarathi, the former Ambassador to India in Korea has been one of the 

most prominent writers where he shows the historical linkage of the two countries. He 

has written ‗The Silk Express‘ which is about the Ayodhya Princess‘s journey from her 

home place to South Korea. It is written as a love story based on the famous legend 

therefore, it covers all the drama, sentiments and facts. N. Parthasarathi believed that his 

novel ‗was to promote the friendship between India and South Korea‘. He hoped that his 

novel, ‗The Silk Empress‘, would contribute to the development of the two countries. 

Regarding Princess Suri Ratna, his views were, ―When I came here, everybody would say 

Princess Suri Ratna, Ayodhya. Beyond that, there was not much I could get,‖ he said in 

an interview. ―But after this book, I hope many people will go back in history and see 

their own history in front of their eyes.‖
42

 Regarding his quote, we can get a clear picture 

of his emphasis on the legend and his stress on the development of the bond between the 

two countries. The historical incidence of Princess Suri Ratna‘s journey, apart from being 

a fascinating incident, is showing the immense importance it still holds today between the 

two countries. It‘s repetitive proclamation by various scholars and in this case, the former 

Ambassador clearly shows the important role in plays between the nations. He had also 

written another book in 2007 called, ‗The legend of Ayodhya Princess‘ where he 

highlighted the ancient union of Princess Ayodhya and Kim Suro.
43

 

 

Not only the former but also the present Ambassador of India to Seoul, Vishnu Prakash 

sees the historical link between India and Korea a medium to only augment the 

relationship. He talks about the importance of the Indian Cultural Center opened in Seoul 

as a way of ‗building bridges of cultural understanding‖ and a way to promote Indian 

culture in Korea. He also mentions the historical ties with Korea, in particular, Princess 

Suri Ratna, he says, ― our cultural ties go back two millennia to the visit of Indian 

Princess Suri Ranta from Ayodhya who came to Korea in A.D. 48, married King Kim 
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Suro and became Queen Heo Hwang-ok‖.
44

 With not only N.Parthasarathi but also with 

Vishnu Prakash, we can see how both these Ambassadors strongly hold the legend of 

Princess Suri Ratna as an instrument in the growing cultural ties between the two 

countries. It also goes without saying how both these eminent personalities have 

highlighted the story of the marriage alliance as an important turn in the ties of the two 

countries. 

 

As the question of the legend being legitimate or not takes place, the wife of South 

Korean President Lee Myung-Bak has revealed that she indeed is a descendant of one of 

the royal families in Ayodhya.
45

 According to the article, a DNA test had also been 

conducted taken from the site of the two royal Gaya tombs
46

 and the tests have confirmed 

there to be a genetic link between the two groups. Along with the confirmation through 

the DNA tests and an official statement from the first lady of South Korea, it only adds to 

the pile of verifications that there exists a historical linkage between India and South 

Korea.  

 

3.5 Monumental Construction 

The tombs of King Suro and Queen Suri Ratna are located in Gimhae city and are 

maintained by the city authorities. King Suro was the founder of the Gimhae Kim family. 

The tomb has a compound as well which includes various buildings, including the 

Sungseonjeon (where the ancestral tablets of King Suro and his queen are kept), 

Anhyannggak, Jeonsacheong and Jegigo. Stone structures such as a sindobi(tombstone), 

Andgongjeokhu( monument established to pay homage to the deceased).
47

 The tombs are 

formed at the height of 10 meters high of grass level and are about 2 kms away from each 

other. A tombstone was also built during the 25
th

 anniversary of the royal tomb by King 

Injo(1647) during his reign.  
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King Suro‘s tomb is a symbol of the state‘s glory and of the Gaya culture. 
48

 The tomb 

and its surroundings are extremely green. The stones that were brought from India during 

Queen Suri Ratna‘s journey to Korea to calm the waves are kept right beside her tomb, 

protected in a shelter. The stones are stacked from the biggest to the smallest stone or 

pagodas. The tomb attracts a huge number of tourists every year and there isn‘t any 

entrance fee to visit the tomb.  

3.6 Blogs on Ayodhya Princess 

Blogs are becoming a popular medium in spreading various instrument happenings 

around the world, be it the future, present or past. In the same manner, blogs written on 

Queen Suri Ratna have reached a popular stage. Many bloggers are using this medium to 

spread awareness of this historical event. I have come across couple of bloggers from 

India and South Korea who have written on Queen Suri Ratna.  

One Indian blogger, Tanaya Singh, has written a small blog on Queen Suri Ratna and her 

journey from India to South Korea. She claims due to the historical alliance between 

India and South Korea, there are about hundreds of South Koreans who visit Ayodhya 

every year. During the opening of the memorial, not only were the historians and 

government representatives present but also the North Korean Ambassador to India.
49

 

She also writes that during King Suro‘s time only 75000 natives were there but in today‘s 

time, there are around 60 lakh people belonging to the Karak clan dynasty.  

Another Indian blogger, Ramani, has a blog page called Ramani‘s blog. He covers 

various issues regarding Hinduism across the country and this is how he came across the 

story of Princess Ayodhya and King Suro. In his blog he gives factual information on the 

chronology of the Princess‘s journey and their marriage alliance. He also writes and 

refers to Professor Byung Mo Kim, the famous archaeologist who is doing intense 

research regarding Princess Ayodhya. ―The queen of Korea‘s biggest dynasty Hoh was 

the daughter of Ayodhya and in that manner, Ayodhya is like our mother city. Princess 

Ho travelled by sea route and married King Kim Suro of Kaya dynasty. He was the first 
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king and the entire Kaya clan, which comprises over about two-third of Korea‘s 

population and its descendants,‘ said Prof. Kim.
50

 He refers to the Professor‘s findings 

and makes a chronological writing of the Princess‘s history and covers most of the recent 

developments taking place between the two countries.   

Ajit Vadakayil, another Indian blogger, focuses on the marriage alliance between 

Princess Ayodhya and Kim Suro. He claims the marriage alliance took place to unite both 

the countries as King Suro was told by the divine power that his future Queen will come 

to him from across the sea.
51

 Along with the chronology of the historical development, 

Vadakayil also covers the present importance given to this union, he points out how 

during the opening ceremony of the Busan Asian games, the celebration of the union of 

the Princess and the King was reenacted.
52

 

These blogs are important narratives as they cover the historical events that have taken 

place and give the readers a wider perspective of the union between the two countries. 

Though these blogs may carry a huge amount of personal opinions, it is important to see 

where their narratives are forming from. The above bloggers have given various 

historical references with factual details of Princess Suri Ratna and King Suro. Also, 

more than personal opinions the above bloggers have mostly presented the readers with 

historical facts in regard to the narrative on Princess Suri Ratna and her union with King 

Suro.  

3.7 Manifestation on Art and Literature 

The history of Princess Ayodhya and King Suro is not only limited to historical books 

and papers. It extends to various art forms such as writings, comics, theatre, etc. With the 

relevance of the history of the Princess and the King gaining, there has been a variety of 

forms that are spreading the knowledge on them. The first form came in the form of 

writing, the Buddhist monks wrote Samguk Yusa which was based on the journey of 
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Princess Suri Ratna, the marriage alliance between her and King Suro and the union that 

brought India and Korea together. While referring to Samguk Yusa for my research, I 

came across a lot of questions that are unanswered, but at the same time, the book has 

brought out many facts or information on Kim Suro and the Princess which earlier was 

limited.  

After Samguk Yusa, we can turn to N.Parthasarathi who wrote a comic called ‗Suri Ratna‘ 

based on the journey of the Princess and her marriage alliance with Kim Suro. This is 

also an important piece of writing as it adds to the chronological availability of the 

historical event. He also wrote a book called ‗The Silk Empress‘ which also deals with 

Princess Suri Ratna. He believed this story to be an important angle in the relationship 

between India and South Korea because it brings the two countries into a union.  

Theatre was also a medium of spreading awareness regarding Princess Suri Ratna. Every 

year a play based on the history of Kim Suro and Princess Suri Ratna is performed in 

Jawaharlal Nehru University and University of Delhi. For these performances, invitees 

from the Korean Embassy and big Korean firms such as LG, Samsung are invited. 

In 2010, a period drama based on Kim Suro called ‗Kim Suro, The Iron King was aired. 

The television series was based on the life of the King played by Ji Sung and written by 

Kim Mi-Sook and Jang Seon-ah. The series showed the King‘s political struggles and his 

life.  

There is also a festival every year held in Gimhae-si called the Gaya Culture Festival. It 

is a prominent cultural and historical tradition to celebrate the finding of Gaya. King Kim 

Suro founded Gaya after his marriage to Princess Suri Ratna. Through this festival, 

Gimhae-si is expected to preserve and develop the Gaya heritage and culture. The men on 

this day dress like a King while the women dress up like the Princess and stroll around 

the cultural event. Many folk events happen during this festival to enhance the 

importance of Gaya and to understand the root of Gimhae-si‘s traditions. 

With these various forms of art representing the life of Princess Suri Ratna and her 

journey, we can say that this historical event is not restricted to only an academic aspect. 

The various mediums that portray the historical story vary from writing to performing 



48 
 

acts. This also shows the level of awareness and importance the legend carries between 

India and Korea in the form of art and literature. As seen above, the Gaya cultural festival 

also is a manner to show Princess Ayodhya‘s prominence in South Korea till date.  

Therefore, from the above cultural growth we can say that interests show from both the 

countries in strengthening their cultural ties. With the opening of various cultural centers 

and various cultural programs that occur in the countries, there is a clear evidence of 

cultural bonding. Due to a firm foundation from the period of the Ayodhya Princess to 

today, there have many occasions where India and Korea do not postpone in exploring 

each other‘s culture and traditions. Thus, we see that India and Korea have developed 

multifaceted, multidimensional ties over the centuries.  

 

Conclusion 

 

The various aspects written above on the narratives of Princess Ayodhya shows us the 

journey the legend has taken from a historical aspect to a cultural bondage between India 

and South Korea. Initially, during the research, we started with researching on Samguk 

Yusa. The book gave us a sketchy description of the journey and the establishment of the 

kingdom, Kaya. The book gives us an introduction to the legend, the journey of Princess 

Ayodhya is explained, the union of the Princess and King is told and the impact of the 

union is covered. As written above, not much literature is available to substantiate this 

legend. As seen in the book, the union is mentioned as the union of heaven and ocean.  

Due to this mythological aspect, an ambiguity was formed regarding the legend. This 

portion of the research evaluates the notions of ‗reliability‘ on Samguk Yusa and has 

described to an extent to which this book is dependable as a vehicle for preserving 

anecdotes, legends and lore from Korean antiquity‘.
53

 Throughout this chapter, from the 

perspective in Samguk Yusa, we came across the various forms of information on 

Princess Suri Ratna, her prominence in the Korean society and the impact it has in 

today‘s time. In the first part of this chapter we dealt with the start of Princess Suri 
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Ratna‘s journey and her initial interaction with King Suro. We cover their marriage and 

how prominent her role became not as a wife of Kim Suro but also in the Korean society. 

The initial reactions to her where not only towards her beauty but the aura she had carried 

with her that not only attracted the King but also to the others in the court. She was 

automatically likened by the King due to her sophistication, beauty and grace leading to 

their marriage. The book also tells us the materialistic belongings she brought along with 

her, the pagodas, jewelry, precious stones, a Buddha statue and how all these materials 

still exist in Korea and are in display to the Koreans and the tourists.  

The second part of this chapter dealt with the archaeological findings in relation to 

Princess Suri Ratna and Kim Suro. These archaeological findings are evidences to the 

event to have occurred which cancels out the ambiguity to an extent. The monuments that 

have been built in the remembrance of Princess Suri Ratna and Kim Suro are evidences 

of the historical happening. The tombs of the Princess and the King along with the 

pagodas brought by the Queen from India, cancels out ambiguity to an extent. The 

pagodas were brought by the Queen to bring calm to the sea during her travel. Along with 

the monuments, there are museums that also hold many artifacts and belongings of the 

Kim Suro dynasty adding to the existence of the incident. Another important finding 

during this research is the fact that even in today‘s time the Ho family does not marry 

into the Kim family that is the Ho dynasty being the Princess and Kim being King Suro.  

As seen in the above parts, the chapter then prolongs into the ambiguity regarding 

Princess Suri Ratna‘s incidence. Many arguments were put forward such as Princess not 

belonging from India but from Thailand as there is a place called Ayutha there. But it has 

been verified as historically Ayodhya used to be known as Ayutha. Also adding to the 

existence is the trading route, as Gaya was known to be a maritime trading kingdom 

therefore, Princess Suri Ratna and her men knew the sea routes well.  

As the first few parts of the chapter deals with ancient history regarding this incidence, 

the chapter then talks about the various media forms informing about Princess Suri Ratna. 

It also goes on about the various Ambassadors and Ministers who have played a pivotal 

role in promoting the alliance between Princess Suri Ratna and King Suro. Various 

Indian newspapers and Korean newspapers have covered the story. Not only have 
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newspapers played their role, even articles written by various individuals and scholars 

have written precise information regarding this narrative. Even blogs have reached a 

massive crowd which has created awareness between the two country‘s societies. Along 

with the print media, many prominent leaders of both the countries have promoted the 

historical incident during their visits.  The Ambassadors have also played a crucial role 

by using Princess Suri Ratna‘s story in forming a better and stronger tie with each other. 

Princess Ayodhya‘s story was used and is being used as a crux in forming a crucial tie 

between India and Korea. In the various visits mentioned above and articles, there is a 

strong emphasize on the impact of Princess Ayodhya‘s union with Kim Suro.  

Therefore, in this chapter, we create a chronological understanding of Princess Suri 

Ratna‘s incident through Samguk Yusa, the monuments, the various writings in the form 

of novels, comics, articles, etc. Along with the chronological facts, we also covered the 

factual findings, which diminish the ambiguity surrounding the incidence. The hazy 

ambiguity leads to the exploration of India and Korea and strengthens and adds to the 

multi- dimensional relationship.  
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CHAPTER 4 

SCOPE AND POTENTIAL OF THE LEGEND IN THE 

INDIA-KOREA BILATERAL CONTEXT 

For as many decades, we go back; India and South Korea have forged a multi-faceted and 

diversifying relation. The relation between the two countries was maintained without any 

conflicts and issues. The antiquity between the two started when Princess Ayodhya went 

to the Karak kingdom and established the Kaya Kingdom along with Kim Suro. 

Therefore, we cannot say that the relationship was not so far back. The accessibility to 

one another was through the sea. Since China was a great piece of land mass playing the 

role of being a barrier to reach Korea from India, the people of India did not see it only as 

a hurdle but looked past it and crossed the barrier. Lee Kwang-Su describes this courage 

as ‗the natural barriers of India were insurmountable only in appearance‘
54

. This barrier 

not only gave courage to India to cross the sea but also opened India to the rest of the 

world. Romila Thapar, in her book, Early India, uses this connotation to give us a 

formation of India‘s connection with Persia and Central Asia.  

This 2000 years old heritage once again resurfaced and has opening a new door for the 

convergence of socio-cultural relation between India and Korea. However, Princess of 

Ayodhya is one of the factor, which has impacted positively on India-Korea relation. The 

interaction of high level visit, narrating legend in their speech highlights the growing 

importance of Ayodhya princess. This legend forms the shared history and social values 

between two societies. Kimhae, is the city where Indian princess from Ayodhya landed 

and married Kim Suro. The meaning of Kimhae is ‗Golden Sea‘. 

The exploration and discussion on Princess Ayodhya based on abundant information 

through books, newspaper articles, novels, graphic novels, Ambassadors and Ministers, 

not only helps in maintaining the lucrative heritage but also helps create an understanding 

for the future generation. There has not been many recorded evidences regarding this 
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incident but lately, due to the awareness of the cultures and mingling of the societies, the 

story is being kept alive.  

During my research, I substantiated that the ancient cultural exchange between India and 

Korea during 42 A.D was related to creating an impression about Korea to the Indian 

society through Samguk Yusa. This valuable heritage recorded in Samguk Yusa could be 

applied during exploring the changes that occurred or are occurring between India and 

South Korea. The nature of this relationship started out with an ancient connection but 

with time it has led to many modern outcomes.  

In the past 40 to 50 years, or precisely during the establishment of diplomatic ties 

between India and Korea, emphasize had been the economic sector of India. At the same 

time, the cultural aspect cannot be ignored as it was the root cause of the development of 

traditional Asian values. The extensive and effective communication between the two 

countries has become the medium and tool to unite the people belonging to different 

cultural backgrounds.  It should, therefore, no longer be fixated as a myth or legend but 

instead as an opportunity shining on the India-Korea bilateral ties. 

As a matter of fact, the case of Princess Ayodhya deserves credit in regard to its 

contribution for developing a people to people contact. Even though there had been 

hindrance from scholars and historians who viewed this historical incident as a myth, the 

shackles were broken by the people who expanded their contacts with one another.     

4.1 Linkage of Ayodhya and Kimhae City 

It is not only through the legend do we establish the special connection between Korea 

and the Kaya clan. In 1997, Professor Byung Mo Kim from South Korea visited China in 

search of his ancestors; since he could find no linkage he thereafter visited India. During 

his visit to India, he found various archaeological connections in the Indian city, 

Ayodhya. The archaeological findings were to an extent sufficient to display the journey 

of the Ayodhya Princess to South Korea.  

Ayodhya is famous for its spiritual aura. Every year this holy place is visited by a large 

number of tourists. The city of Ayodhya is known not only for its religious attraction, but 
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it is also going to be declared as one of the India‘s heritage zones. The United Nations 

Educational, Social and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), had already given its approval 

for recognizing it as a world heritage site. The Uttar Pradesh government has to take the 

step in submitting a formal proposal to UNESCO. This would not only bring more 

international attention, but also funds from various organizations in order to preserve the 

heritage and maintenance of the monuments. The Ayodhya Faizabad Relations Trust 

(AFRT) has already proposed it to the UNESCO and the UP Chief Minister, Akhilesh 

Yadav, has already given his assent.
55

 

One in every South Korean is a Kim- with a population of just over 50 million.
56

 In 

Korea, due to long feudal tradition, surnames were a rarity until the Joseon dynasty. The 

founding King of the Goryeo dynasty (918-1392) started granting surnames as a way to 

distinguish the faithful subjects and government officials. To distinguish one lineage 

from another, the place of origin of a given clan was often tagged onto the names. 

Therefore, Kims have around 300 distinct regional origins, such as the Gyeongju Kim 

and importantly, the Gimhae Kim clans. The two largest Kim clans, the Kim family of 

Gimhae and the Kim family of Kyonju are descendents of Princess Ayodhya and Kim 

Suro. The surname ‗Kim‘ gives us the insight of its origin, which correlates us to the 

historical event of Princess Ayodhya and King Sarah. Therefore, it is believed that the 

following generations carrying ‗Kim‘ as their surname are in fact the descendants of Kim 

Sarah and Princess Ayodhya.  

In 1997, Professor B.M.Kim, a descendant of King Suro, was the first to establish the 

connection between the Kim clan and Ayodhya. He met the then Ayodhya ‗Raja‘, Mishra 

and informed him of the historical connection.In one of his interviews in India, he said, 

―For the last 40 years, I have been tracing the route taken by the princess between 

Ayodhya and Kimhae city and after five visits, I have all the evidence to culturally 

connect the two cities.‖ 
57

Subsequently, Mishra‘s family was invited to Korea to 
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strengthen the ties between the two countries where Rs.200 Cr. Grant was given from 

Korea for Ayodhya‘s heritage preservation.
58

 

A sister city relationship is a long term, cooperative relationship between two cities in 

different countries through which cultural, educational, business and technical exchanges 

take place.
59

 Sister city relationships develop from a number of sources, trade 

relationships, historical connections, shared geographic challenges, etc. From this 

connection it moves on to planning and implementing cooperative activities and 

exchanges in cultural, educational, technical, business and humanitarian fields.
60

 

In 2000, the Mayors of Ayodhya and Kimhae city signed the sister bond. After the grant 

given to the Ayodhya to preserve Ayodhya, this bond was the next step in ensuring a long 

relationship between the two cities. As mentioned above, sister city relationships are 

developed from various sources, in India and Korea‘s case, it is the case of a historical 

incident that brought them together in signing the bond. The historical linkage of Princess 

Ayodhya and Kim Suro was evidence enough to implement a long term bond. 

Subsequently, the bond led to the construction of a monument in Ayodhya in the honour 

of Princess Ayodhya. The monument in memory of Princess Ayodhya was built in 

Korean tradition using a three meter high stone weighing 7500 kg specially shipped from 

South Korea.
61

 The plaque at the monument reads, ―Queen Huh was a princess of the 

kingdom. Her father, the king of Ayodhya, on receiving a divine revelation, sent her on a 

long sea voyage to the Karak kingdom, in southern Korea, to marry King Suro.‖
62

 

A thirteen member business and cultural delegation led by the Mayor of Kimhae, Korea 

visited India including Ayodhya and signed an MOU for a sister-city relationship with 

Ayodhya. They also signed a MOU with Greater Noida Industrial Development 

Authority for increasing economic cooperation between the two regions. 
63

 As we can see, 

as the signing of the MOU in order to preserve the heritage of Princess Ayodhya was the 
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essential reason but India and Korea did not deter in expanding their ties by taking it 

further into the industrial sector. By signing this MOU, we can say that the interests of 

the countries are mutual as they wanted to not only expand their cultural ties but their 

economic ties as well.  

The signing of the bond and the establishment of the monument between the two cities, 

gives us a confirmation of the historical incident taking place. The signing of the 

Memorandum of Understanding is another affirmation towards the strengthening of the 

bond between the two countries. The historical event of Princess Ayodhya and Kim Suro 

has been marked as an incident that is unforgettable and prominent as the two countries 

are willingly signing bonds to bolster the relationship.   

There had been various other memorandum of understanding signed by the two countries, 

before the signing in 2000, there was a memorandum of understanding signed by Busan 

and Mumai in 1977. Then the sister city bond signing took place. In the following years, 

Gyeonggi Province signed a MOU for mutual benefit with the State Government of 

Maharastra in 2007. Seoul has a sister city relationship with Mumbai and has expressed 

interest in establishing a sister city relationship with Delhi as well. There are also talks 

going on to sign sister city bonds between Pocheon and Jaipur and Kolkata and 

Incheon.
64

 

Visits of Delegations (India-Korea)  

With time, there has been immense numbers of delegations visiting India from Korea and 

vice-versa. Both the countries have made it a point in being part of the various cultural, 

economic and social events involving the two. The visits of delegations started between 

the two countries in 2000 when a delegation of 13 members of the the Karak
65

 

community and South Korean officials, visited Ayodhya. They visited with the purpose 

of signing the MOU regarding the development and preservation of Ayodhya and its 

culture.  
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In March 2001, a large delegation of nearly a hundred members from the Karak Clan 

Society led by Mr. Kim, Bongho, President of the Karak Clan Society visited Ayodhya 

for the unveiling ceremony of a monument constructed in memory of the Queen Ho.
66

 In 

the same year but in April, a delegation from India, precisely from Ayodhya lead by the 

then District Magistrate of Faizabad, Navneet Sahgal visited South Korea. This team of 

delegation comprised of businessmen, the then BJP MP Vinay Katiyar and chairpersons 

of both Ayodhya and Faizabad.
67

 These delegation visits being official indicate the 

commitment from both the countries towards bolstering the ties and towards developing 

the cultural aspect.  

As these delegation visits happened one after the other, we cannot ignore the aftermath of 

these visits. The memorial for Princess Ayodhya was built in 2001, since then every year, 

many of her descendants come to India to pay homage to her. On the 15
th

 anniversary of 

the memorial, a 40 member South Korean delegation visited and paid homage to her.
68

 

To further strengthen the ties between the two countries, the Chief Minister of Uttar 

Pradesh has declared to build a memorial park in the Princess‘s honor. Following the 

announcement, the Chief Minister had a meeting with the Korean delegation for the 

improvement and development of the city, Ayodhya.
69

  

Unfortunately, 15 years have passed since the talks on the twin towns, Ayodhya and 

Faizabad and it has been quoted by the BJP cooperator, Kamla Kant, ‗We were told that 

South Korea has plans for the development of Faizabad-Ayodhya but nothing came of 

that‘.  

Culture to commerce: Mapping Legend of Ayodhya Princess 

Neither government can ignore the significance of culture and personal interactions in 

bilateral ties. Since the signing of the Strategic Partnership agreement, India and Korea 
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have laid emphasis on cultural and social interactions.
70

 Countries have taken great 

initiatives in promoting each other‘s culture, therefore in 2011, the ‗Year of India in 

Korea‘ was marked and the ‗Year of Korea in India‘ was marked.   

India and South Korea are strengthening its relations by continues engagement in trade 

since the establishment of its diplomatic relation since 1973. There has been a lot 

changed in the discourse of trade and engagement with each other. Culture and trade 

remains a parallel to form a cordial and peaceful relation. The Korean is known to the 

world their export of cultural wave popularly known as the Hanllyu.  

Hallyu remains a powerful means to impede the world as it source for the soft power. 

South Korea a strong middle power, achieved its end by using the powerful means such 

as culture of music, drama, and popular movies. Thus its trade has a strong imperative 

with its culture. I 

In context of India, it is very visible and obvious for South Korea to initiate and take step 

for the entering the India entertaining market. The (India) growing population and large 

territory with distinctive culture served the best purpose for entering the Indian market. 

Thus, South Korea signed a cultural agreement before the diplomatic relation in 1972. 

The establishment of diplomatic relations between Korea and India was followed by a 

trade agreement in 1974, yet trade between them was miniscule.
71

 

The bilateral ties between the two countries are not only limited to the cultural aspect, we 

can even delve into the scientific area where the first thing that strikes our mind is its 

application towards the betterment of human life. A human life, it is free of diseases and 

eradicates it from the roots.
72

 Ceragem, a Korea based company, provides services in 

curing ailments using natural means. Lee Hong Chong, the founder of this center of 

natural therapy, started this center in Mumbai, 2005. Though the first center started in 

Mumbai, another center has recently opened up in Faizabad, Uttar Pradesh. As the tracing 

of Korea and India‘s shared heritage opened doors, it made sense to the founder to open a 
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center in Faizabad. The unraveling of Princess Ayodhya‘s has been used as a pivot to 

enter each other‘s markets and expand it from a cultural domain to a commercial domain.  

Through Ceragam, a healthier life is being promoted by natural methods in the country 

where natural remedies are preferred. Therefore, apart from a commercial link, the 

message of a healthier life is to only unite and strengthen the ties between the countries.  

Karak Clan Society 

The Central Karak Clan Society of Korea (established as a corporate body in December 

of 1967) has been committed to the protection and preservation of cultural heritage from 

the Karak Kingdom, an ancient Korean kingdom founded by King Kim Suro. Princess 

Suri Ratna from Ayodhya (India) had travelled to Korea in 0048 AD and had married the 

King. 7 million Koreans, representing the Kimhae Kim Clan, Hur Clan and Incheon Yi 

Clan, trace their ancestry to the royal union. The Society undertakes regular activities in 

Korea and Ayodhya to honor their ancestors. 

This organized in established in 1967. It is an organization of including Kimhae kim and 

her clan. The future purpose of organisation is to re write the history of threekondom in 

the history of four kingdoms where Kimhae is in the centre. [Kim Yo Lin reporter- 

Kimhae news] 

Contemporary Developments 

In 2013, when Indian Ambassador Vishnu Prasad was invited as a guest of honour in the 

International Book Fair, which was in held in Seoul. He addressed the press conference 

by asking ‗Are there any Kimhae Kim‘? It was an effort to boost people to people tie 

with Korea. 

In 2014, when our Information and Technology (IT) Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad 

visited South Korea, he announced at a press conference that he is reading Ayodhya 

Princess‘s novel. Later in news report shows it was an act to boost the economic tie with 

South Korea. 
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In May 2015, during the State visit to our Prime Minister Shri Narender Modi also 

mentioned Ayodhya princess in his speech [Ministry of External Affairs]. It was the sign 

of how important Ayodhya princess for the ambassadors, and leaders. In this visit various 

agreements has been signed for mutual cooperation. Among one is the in the field of 

education and culture sector where both these two countries agree to hold a two day 

seminar on Ayodhya Princess title as Historocing Ayodhya Princess: a new variable in 

India Korea Relation. It was hosted by ICCR (Indian council of cultural research). During 

this conference people from reputed background participated with their paper from India 

and Korea. 

On 18
th  

May 2015, one of the leading newspaper in South Korea, Choson Ilbo, published 

a news  article title ‗김수로-인도 공주의 2000년 사랑‘ (roughly translated as Kim Suro 

and India 2000 years Love) by the reporter  정지성  (Ghee song Jhong) has described 

Prime Minister Narender Modi‘s emphasis on the ancient story leading to the narrowing 

of the distance between India and Korea. The ancient marriage in the perception of the 

Koreans is becoming a Soft diplomacy ( 소프트 외교).
73

 

Scope for Tourism 

This story is publicly have been used by the ambassador, ministers, reporters, and 

academicians promote a deep embedded quest for knowing each other. However, it holds 

a lot of potential for the future generation. It has been confirmed that this is timeless 

princess who will keep on forming the bondage to our relation with South Korea. The 

archaeological study and formation of the Central Karak Clan Society, a sad letter which 

is written by the former Prime Minister of South Korea, Kim Jong Pil to the one of the 

descendants of Ayodhya kingdom. The formation of tomb in Ayodhya and the visit of a 

delegation from Korea is an effort to build and use to promote people to people 

connection. The publishing of the novel, which is famous, and calling the Kimhae city as 

―CITY OF ETERNAL ROMMANCE”, publishing of the graphic novel, creation of 

animated videos, programming a show Kim Suro on MBC. In 2013, Mr. Huh-Nam-Shik 
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Mayar of Busan, happily said that he himself is a proud descendant of the royal couple 

[Indian embassy-2013]. Further it was exaggerated by the fact by claiming it to be the 

first international marriage in the world. [Ambassador Vishnu Prakash]. 

The opening of Indian cultural center in Busan can be view of growing interest of region 

and proximity with the Indian people by the legend.  Koreans have a very strong belief 

that they are the descendants of Ayodhya Pprincess. One of the books regarding the 

Ayodhya princess is written by 남 기 환 (Nam Gee Hwan), ‗두 마리 물고기 사랑’ has 

mentioned rout from India to Gaya. He stated that from Ayodhya to Kaya is 10000 km 

away. It has described that the eternal city of romance to another eternal city via the 

Ayodhya route. He said the journey, the roots was like this was the first start with 

Ayodhya, then Indian Holy city Banaras, from there to another holy city Bodh Gaya. 

From here she went Myanmar, from Myanmar she went China, and then headed to Kaya.  

From Ayodhya to Kaya can be tourism circuit, which can be known as eternal romance 

tourism. Recently a video was uploaded on you tube showing how many Koreans have 

started come to Indian Ayodhya city to celebrate Indian Festival Holi. 

In march ,2016 visit of delegation from Korea lead by the Central Karak Clan leader Kim 

Ki Jhe, paid homage to Princess Ho near the Sarayu river, he said, due to this Princess not 

only building relation with Ayodhya but its helping to build strong relation between India 

and Korea [Danik Jagran-march 2016]. Delegation was celebrating its 15
th

 anniversary of 

formation of Ho princess park. In this event, the Forest Minister of Uttar Pradesh. The 

Korean government desires to build a Princess Ho park with world standard. Kimhae city 

is also planning to build to open a Gaya theme park  

High level visit and Ayodhya Princess 

India, since its establishment of diplomatic relations with South Korea could not achieve 

the close proximity with Korea. There can be many factors for not indulging with each 

other. India was more focus on Inward bound economic policy. On the contrary, South 

Korea was pursuing its exports substitution economic policy. The cold war politics, 

where India had chosen not to alien with any nation, South Korea was chosen the USA 

block. India was looking for the partner with the democratic country, whereas South 
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Korea was having an authoritarian government. These are some few reason that India and 

South Korea interest was divergent rather than convergence. But synergy of the same past 

division and colonialism kept these nations each other with sympathy. 

At the end of the cold war, or more precisely during the disintegration of USSR, India 

also open its market by introducing globalisation, liberalisation, and privatization where 

the measures to reform were taken by the government in 1991. The licensing was 

prohibited i0 then market and it was opened full-fledged. My point is to show the 

scenarios of the time in 1973 to 1991. The official high level visit was very less 

according to the site of Ministry of External Affairs. 
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Chapter 5 

Conclusion 

Myths are widely discussed in oral tradition but the interpretation varies person to person. 

The story of Ayodhya Princess was not meant for the purpose which the study at the 

outset tried to reflect. The story has its own independent nature to fulfil the various 

attachments and aspiration for Koreans and Indians. Folklore remains an important part 

of our interaction. This folklore is still being celebrated in our society. It started with 

becoming an oral tradition which brought a new dimension to India and Korea relations. 

With time, the myth transforms into a story and gains popularity between India and 

Korea. 

Samguk Yusa has been the earliest form of medium keeping record of Princess Ayodhya 

and her journey to Korea. Initially, it was believed that India and Korea‘s first interaction 

had been through Buddhism. It was revealed through this book that the countries 

interaction started with the alliance of King Kim Suro and Princess Ayodhya. The book 

initially starts with the introduction to the three kingdoms, Silla, Baekje and Goguryeo. 

Along with it, it also covers the records on the Kaya Confederacy. Samguk Yusa states 

that since creation of heaven and earth there had been no national name, no king of the 

people in Kimhae region. Kimhae is located in the southern part of South Korea and 

played a pivotal role in connecting South Korea to the rest of the world on the line of 

trade. Due to its strong economic region, specially its ship building technology, during 

2013 there was a sharp decline in India Korea trade due to the affected shipbuilding 

industry inSouth Korea. Kimhae came into the spotlight for India.  It is here that Samguk 

Yusa mentions Ayuta.  The mention of Ayuta did bring in some concerns as there a region 

with the same name in Thailand. Skand S. Tyal cleared the confusion by clarifying the 

fact that Samguk Yusa was written during the 13
th

 century whereas Thailand‘s Ayuta only 

flourished in the 14
th

 century. It was here that established the fact regarding India and 

South Korea‘s ancient interaction.  

As Samguk Yusa was the only written evidence of Princess Ayodhya‘s journey from 

India to Korea, a famous archaeologist, Kim Byong Mo went on an expedition in search 
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of truth regarding the myth. This brought him to India, precisely Ayodhya. It was here 

that he found various clues linking the journey of Princess Ayodhya from India to Korea. 

In Ayodhya, he found the twin fish symbols which are present in various ancient 

buildings in Korea which coincidentally is a symbol for the Uttar Pradesh government.  

The second chapter of the research covered the understanding of cultural communication 

through the legend of Princess Ayodhya. The incident occurred 2000 years ago and with 

time it grew its importance in academia and within popular culture. It analysis how 

narrative becomes tool in diplomacy by factors such as culture, diplomacy, cultural 

diplomacy and narratives. The factors are supported by various theories on diplomacy, 

culture, cultural diplomacy and narratives. Theories are supported by Raymond Williams 

on culture and social historian, Norbert Elias. Raymond Williams‘s theory covers the 

origin aspects of culture and its role in work and practice of artistic activities. Nobert 

Elias studies the transformation of culture from being a concept of cultivation to 

becoming an intellectual and social activity tool.  

Diplomacy is understood by Niccolo Machivaelli where he states that in order to 

maintain a relationship with another State, it is important to follow certain protocols. Sir 

Victor Wellesley further extends the meaning of diplomacy by stating that the importance 

of cooperation between States is the utmost importance. Further, Cultural diplomacy is 

understood with the perception of Milton Cummings who states the importance of 

exchanging ideas, values, systems, traditions between States, along with mutual 

understanding. He adds to his theory about the importance of culture in forming 

international relations.  

Narratives, is explained by Owen Flanaganof and Paul Cobly. Flanaganof emphasizes on 

the fact that stories play an important role in culture; many works of art and literature 

convey stories. Therefore, he visions narratives as a toll in understanding the society 

through stories and art. Paul Cobly perceives narratives as a situation where human 

presence is undeniably present. It is where the story is taken forward and improvised. 

Therefore, this chapter covers the understanding of the various theories that are important 

in understanding the impact of a cultural story in a relationship between countries.  
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The third chapter covers the historical evidences of the incident occurring. It starts off 

with the reference to Samguk Yusa and its description of Ayodhya Princess. The book 

also covers the story of King Kim Suro and their marriage alliance. Samguk Yusa‘s 

reference to Ayodhya Princess stabilizes the occurrence of this incident. Along with 

Samguk Yusa, other historical evidences such as the symbols of the twin fish, the brown 

pagoda, the tombs of King Kim Suro and Princess Ayodhya are all evidences connecting 

India and Korea‘s ancient interaction. 

This chapter mainly based on the narrative on Ayodhya Princess‘s legend in 

contemporary time. The earliest narrative found is in 1932, the leading newspaper, Dong-

e –ilbo conducted a report and claimed this beautiful love story between the King and 

Princess. Both the countries got their independence after the Second World War. India set 

up its first diplomatic relation with South Korea in 1973, during which time, India‘s 

domestic politics was in great turmoil. Indian government‘s Indira Gandhi fought a 

devastating war with Pakistan in 1971. Regional politics was also changing the shape, the 

creation of Bangladesh leading to the change in the geography of the world. India Russia 

friendship treaty in 1971 was crucial to understand the India engagement in cold war 

politics. Not only this, the oil shock in 1973 in Arab world added the complexity to the 

global and regional orders. Under these situations, India‘s relation with South Korea 

could not stop. 

 In 1971, the juvenile writer, Lee Jong Ki identified Ayuta with ‗Ayodhya‘ belongs to 

India. In 1974, India and Korea signed an agreement of Trade Promotion, economic and 

technology cooperation to boost the India market.  There was parallel journey of trade 

and culture between India and South Korea. The explorations of narratives are still in par 

with being fictional as well a historical finding. In a Korean university, Hankuk 

University, a Professor explores in the field of archaeology, brings a new dimension as he 

has started to look for his ancestor‘s history. In one of the interviews, where he has said 

that the interest of knowing Kim Suro and Heo Hwang Ok began in 1962, when he was 

surprised to see the monuments of Kim Suro in Kimhae. The monument formation of 

tombs for Kim Suro and Princess Ayodhya adds to relevance of the two prominent 
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figures in the history of Korea. With such prominent facts and findings, it adds to 

existence and prominence to the historical findings. 

Along with archaeological evidences, the media and scholars has also played a pivotal 

role in highlighting the journey of Princess Ayodhya. The media, especially the print 

media became the source of information to many and the source to finding the genesis of 

Princess Ayodhya. Various articles and conferences add to the prominence leading to the 

spread of the story. Many scholars that took part in conferences related to Princess 

Ayodhya have played a part in spreading the awareness surrounding the story. Therefore, 

articles, newspaper articles, conference papers played a pivotal role in enriching and 

enhancing the ties between the two countries.  

The role of Ambassadors and Ministers played a pivotal role in enhancing the ties 

between the two countries. The media‘s focus on the visits by the Ambassadors and 

Minsters to India and Korea, added to the awareness to the importance of Princess 

Ayodhya in the relationship. The mention of Princess Ayodhya during each visit not only 

shows the importance of the story but also the reason to the strengthening of ties between 

the two countries. Official visits by the two countries helped in enhancing the cultural ties 

and in promoting the Princess Ayodhya story. The repetitive proclamation of the 

historical incidence by the Ambassadors and Ministers shows the immense importance it 

plays between the nations.  

Another important medium that helped in the formation of the narrative are blogs. 

Various writers gained knowledge about the incident regarding Princess Ayodhya and 

took it as a responsibility in spreading the awareness of such incident. The blogs usually 

covered the journey of Princess Ayodhya and the alliance of King Kim Suro and her. The 

bloggers became important narratives in forming a chronological understanding of the 

events.  The blogs not only covered the incident but also carried facts regarding the 

statements of various Ambassadors and Ministers in relation to Princess Ayodhya. Apart 

from blogs, the history of Princess Ayodhya has been extended to various forms such as 

comics, dramas, festivals, etc. These various forms have spread the knowledge on 

Princess Ayodhya adding to the cultural ties between the two countries. N.Parthasarathi‘s 

comic, ‗Suri Ratna‘ and the period drama, ‗Kim Su-ro‘ all add to the relevance that is 
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Princess Ayodhya. Not only is this incident restricted to an academic front, it is also 

represented in the form of a festival in Korea, where the men dress up like the King and 

the women dress up as Princess Ayodhya and stroll around the cultural event.  

These various aspects written on the narratives of Princess Ayodhya shows us the journey 

the legend has taken from a historical aspect to a cultural bondage between India and 

South Korea. The research started with the study of Samguk Yusa, an ancient literature 

leading to various other forms such as historical evidences such as archaeological 

findings, print media, the role of Ambassadors and Ministers, the place of bloggers in 

enhancing the legend and eventually the cultural aspects that have glorified this event. As 

many arguments had been put forward regarding Princess Ayodhya‘s origin, these 

historical facts and glorifications by both the nations creates the existence of such an 

incident and also presents a strong emphasis on the impact of Princess Ayodhya.  

The fourth chapter gives us an overall viewpoint on the impact and potential regarding 

India Korea relations. Ayodhya Princess‘s historical incident has opened new doors 

between Ayodhya and Kimhae City. In 1999, the Sister City Agreement was signed 

between the two. Even though the agreement had been signed in 1999, there has not been 

any concrete output from it. The relationship between the two has welcomed delegations 

every year, some around 40-100 people. This incident has also brought out the population 

of Kim who imply that they are the ancestors of the Kim clan. The two countries have at 

the same time along with other ties, strengthened the cultural and social interactions. 

Both the countries have taken great initiatives in promoting each other‘s culture. Another 

important aspect that came into light is a Korea based company, Ceragem, which has 

started many centers in India for eradicating diseases. Ceragem is promoted in India 

towards the use of natural methods to lead a healthier life.  

A very important addition to this historical incident is the augmentation in tourism. The 

scope of tourism between the two countries has soared. The quest to understand the 

historical event and to physically be present in the birth and death places of the Princess 

has led to many tourists visits. The archaeological findings and monument formations has 

added to the curiousness in visiting the two nations. The government has also played its 

role in promoting its respected countries leading to many tourist visits and cultural 
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exchanges. As Princess Ayodhya‘s story has been used to promote tourism, it can also be 

used in advertisements by the two nations. It can be used to promote certain brands 

within the nations or even between the nations. These are some tactics in enhancing the 

prominence of the event.  

The research examined the narratives of Ayodhya Princess‘s prominent role in diplomacy 

between India and Korea. Its main focus has been its analytical process which focussed 

on identifying the prominence of the narrative and its impact on India Korea relationship. 

The study successfully provided a descriptive literature on diplomacy and India Korea 

relations and its changes in the patterns along with explanations on the narratives on 

Princess Ayodhya‘s impact on diplomacy. Along the research we see the essence of the 

story in various aspects, historical, archaeological, political, economic and socially. The 

prominence of Princess Ayodhya does not restrict itself to an academic perspective but 

builds a strong foundation in various other aspects. It started with its presence in a 

historical literature but with time spread to the other forms leading to enhancing, 

enriching and strengthening the ties between the two countries. The prominence of 

Princess Ayodhya has made a strong foundation between the two nations and risen its 

relevance and potential.  

All these variables emanating from the narrative of Ayodhya Princess have positive 

impact on civilization-cultural communication between Asia‘s two oldest societies. 

Recently, culture has emerged as an important variable in the bilateral cooperation. India-

Korea bilateral cooperation carries positive impact from the shared cultural heritage that 

the narrative regarding the legend of Ayodhya Princess suggests.  
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APPENDIX II 

 

 

 

 

This is a picture of the monument of Princess Ayodhya in Kimhae City.(Source: Korean 

Tourism Organization)  
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APPENDIX III 

 

 

 

 

A monument of Princess Ayodhya in Ayodhya, India (Source: Daily Mail) 
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