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Chapter-I 

Tho tribal people • very of ten knaam as the 

aba:&"ig.lnala. the Ad&'!aeJB or the Schaduled Tribes live 

in fozeste. hUla end netua-ally isolated 1"8giona of 

India. Nearly aU of them have been ln continuous 

contact wlth their ftlllghbouze. the majority being the 

Hindus. These contact conditions have llld tte• to 

adopt the cul tuze pattems and life styles of the Hindus. 

Blf adopting the Hindu way of life some tribes have 

claimed themselves aa tha mambBn of the caste s,rstam. 

Beaidas the lnf"luenctJ of the KJ.ndus. another algnificant 

factor which haa bmughb cana!derable transfol:'lllltlona 

1n tzoibal cul tuze ie the Ch .. let1anity. A lazge number 

of tribsa have bean canveriad to thJ:latlanlty. The 

change of' retlg.t.on haa greeter eaciologlcal lmplicat.lona. 

It causaa changes in other aphezraa of 11fa. i.e •• 

political, social, econaalc etc. • .,,_ zelig.f.on ia linlci!Jd 

with other elemsnta of the aocfs ty in a complex way. 

Sines the fOcus of' ous- study is on the soellgion awS 

social change it is nace aeary to examine the uaas of 

tha teJ!IIs in sociological and anthzopological 

111:ezoature. 



PART-! 

Concepts end Theories 

Relift10ftl 

Supamature1 ballefe aaett p19sent in everv knofn 

eoe.t.aties. Tbeu vad.et¥ asems endless. An,r definition 

of mligian must enmmpaes th.ls varte taf. At ita 

a!mplast, nlig:lon l.a the belief in the svpamatural. 

A thaologlcian or a P:fl'Qfcholag !at mal' begin with a 

aamewhat d1¥fazen't J.ntazopzetatJ.Dn. but in eoc1ologlcal 

toms. H.n. Johnson define& it "as a moJ:a ar lesa 

cohexent system of belief'S and pncticaa canceming a 

&upa.znatuz.oel ozdezo o'V beings, ftmces-, Placse OZ' ottea

entitiea 1 a system that for its edhGJ:enta haa impli

cations .,or: thai~: behavio.- and •lf'aze t !mplicationa 

that the edhuants in v.-y1ng depees and ways taka 

sarlauely in their private and co11ect.t.ve life. • ~ 

T .r1J. Maden and D .tJ. Majumdar define n1.1glon •as 

the human zeaponse to the appzo&hfl'l aion oi' some thing, a_. 

power, which is aupematural and supnsenso.ey.-•2 

1 Jahnaon, H.R., r.i'oleff (New Delhit Allied 
Publications Pvt. td, BD), p.392. 

Maden, T .N. • and Aaj•.!mdar, D .tJ •• , lntrodusgea 
SA Social. Aylh1PR£!1op. ( Bomb&N t AB a Publish g 
«auae, 1977 • p.tst. 



Emile Durkhel.m,. J.n hie maJ e w•k £1aJ1!1DtBFV 

[DIA! of BIJ.WRI• Lift,. provides a eociological 

intazopzetaUon of' .Gltg&on. •ReligJon' to him "!a 

UJtified e,ystem of' beliefs and p,..acticee zelative to 

aacnd tttl.ngs • that is to say • things eat ap•t and 

fozbiddeft, - b81late and p~:acticas lillhlch unite into 

one. Gingla mo~:al coiDT!Iunit1' called ~ch • all thoae who 

adhen to them.•3 Accoxding to B. Aalinowaki. ~Religion 
1~ a moda of action a.a well as a,vetem of be lief, and 

a sociological phenomena aa -11 as a peJ:Gonal 

expa»l.ence. • 4 

ThuG, the daf.lnltions of religion en:OIDpaDa man •a 

belief in supe:natural forces. Bolieftl and rituals 

have bean tound to be thB main component parts of ell 

nllgiona• primitive OJ!' modea. Sonetimaa magk 1a 

assac.loted with :eliglcm. In fact, the vall between 

tva ia vezy thin and aUght changes in the f'OmuloUon 

oi' worda and art of pezofonaance mar convezot a magical 

formula into a .teligioua hymn. 

3 

4 



Aeny aaciologlsto and social anthropologists 

have been intezested in ~a etudy of zeligjon alnca 

e.f.ghteenth and nineteenth cantan:;V. These studies wan 

based on elthe~ an evolutionist paa-apactive o:r a 

functJ.onalf.Gt p&U!'epactlve. The avolutlonJ.Bts have tz-led 

to fimt the wigin of mllgion tl'td to know the cou..ae of 

ita developmont. 5§29ncar,~ Tylor and Aax Mull•• belong 

to thla gJ:OUP• The i'uncUanalie ts like Aall.nowakl. 

Radcliffe BJ:own, Evane~ltcha~ m.t othe :1:'& hew 

attempted to atudy the fUnction wh.f.ch the ~alig.ion 

perfoms to malntein the contiftuitl' of sacbJtl'• Inter

national £nc~clopedJs of Social Sciences hea nateda 

"all these studies of raligion aads by aaciologiate and 

social enthzopologtsts can be grouped into thzae "'pea 

OJ: pattoma. such as, flt:st. they have atudiod nligion 

ea a central theonticd JmOblem in the undantanding 

of soc1al acUon. S3cond1.Y• they haw studied tfw 

~:elation between J:eligion and other areas of eocial life 

such as accnom!.c • political and social class etc. And, 

thi!:dlY• the~ have studied zeligiaus .~s. organia

t!one and moveasnts. a5 

5 



Spencer and Tylo~ exple.J.n aell.g ious beliefs 

tn pr.&mJ. tive socletlee as an intellectual attempt 

5 

on -the part of ~imitlve uen to undctr'Sbrtd the naturlil 

phenOJaana and biologkal eventa. TN101' 1 S theorv of 

origin af nUg.f.on le known aa an:f..mlaa ~ According to 

this theorg P%'1mitlve man. ea a a~sul t of hia experience 

of nat&u:al phenomena and biological evant a like sleep, 

ts:ance. illness, death on tha one hand • choeama and 

vleiana on the otheso. belf.evsd i·n the duali'tN of his 

awn natuze. He balieved that thaa:e \'IIU'a two souls, 

i.e. • body SOUl. and fde soul. Tha latter wae believed 

b)' them to be laoJ:tel and when it left the bady death 

occurJ:tJd. To CCIItml end appoeaa tlelll ap.b1tual beings 

pd.IDJ.Uve men worshipped them. •Their snceataz.- wo&"Bhlp 

waa the eaxoliaat fo1'ms at tlfD~hlp and. t•b•tt.e- eulieat 

fa•e of taraplaa. finiaa.t.sm consists ot such e belief in' 

the mle of apld.tual befnga .1ft human lif'e • 1 t is a kind 

of pollfthai•• Tylor ballevad that in cOUZ'• of U• 

then:e was evolutlonarl' developmnt in lSligioua aph1ta 

end fonts end the J)Z'Opeaa was f'm• pol,ythalsa tawuda 

aaanath81•.•6 

6 Madam and MaJumde:u:,. Zl•!.&l•• p.t SS. 



6 - .. 

Spencer •a view on OJ:igln of J:SJ.ig ion i'S &lightly 
I 

dif'fe.rent f'mm that of TlfloJ:. In h!n vJew, ~he odgln 

of zel.igion is 'to be found in the bel.tef in ghosts 

ratha~ than in aaul.e. Death ia seen as a tampon2¥ 

absence of ghos-ts fmm the badlf and the primitive aan 

believed in the ntum of the ghosts to ihe bad~. When 

it did rtot ze-.:m they believed that it mqht inhabit 

CSOIIIBVhea elsa. lhua the idaa fit ancestral ghost 

dave.lopad lntD gods. 

Tylo•'• oadt.eat tieaDOn ca-ltJ.c Max "'110~ whaae 

n811S is aaeocl.ated w 1th ana-.lsn" eaid that anladam ia 

a later development 1n the hbsto~:.v of "llg.tgn and 

postulated a pre-aniltiatlc stage when lfllig.lDUIJ bBlJefe 

auppoaedly consletad of wazah!.p of obJects of nature. 

•tt Ia maintained that • attitude of awe or love and 

zevannca towardS abjacta of natura 1.& bom •• a zesult 

of a •dt..aud• mind wJ.ch !nvaata lifaleaa things with 

life end all the powu aaaociatad with life. Thie a nor 

of mind accazdlng to thla theory ia bom out of dafecUve 

language. Such l.t.nguieUc •=ora aa the •un rl•a and 

aata. or thundaz aanda rain • tha't tzeee bear i'lo11111ra 

and fJ:Uite, give dee to belfs f in soma pawe inhezoent 

in the aun, thundezo, t.t:eaa, atc.•7 

1 Ibid., p.156. 



1he merit and usei'ulnesa of these avolutlcmas:y theorise 

ame&-gee wten the,v a~ taken toga the&- as each a f them 

expzeaaaa soma aasantial truth regarding the deveJ.apDBnt 

oi' p~!mittva zellgJDn. 

Jn the &ltaumian raa of' RaJ.k&ova l.&fe • C f915) • 

DurkheJ.m has pra•nted what iG probably the moat influ

ential l.nte-rpzetatian of zellg!Dn f~ a tunc-tionallat 

pe~apscUve. 1ft hbl sociology of relig~n two things 

a~ important. These are the collective organization 

of men fbi: comawnltlf cult and the dlchotamou• zelation

ship betwaan the BBCJ.'Sd aftd the pafatiD. In tie wede 

of R~ond Azon °Du~!m •a concept of aacJ.Gd consists 

of a bOd$# of things. bellefe and rites. , When e number 

of aaczed things ma1nte1n relations of coozdinat!ort ard 

aus-2-0Edlnatlon td.th ana anothe eo aa to fbl'ID a 

a,vatem of tha sa• kind • thie bad)' of ~~aapondlng 

baUefa and rites conat:l.tutee a allglon. Religion 

hence pza-auppo•a fkat, the sacred, next tie orgenba

tf.on of the bellefa J:egarding the aacnd into 9ZOUPJ 

'finall,v rltaa lllhtch pzocaed in a mme ar lese logical 

manner fZ'O'ID the bodv o'f bella fa. •
8 

a 

7 



11'1 Dl#khala'a view ZB11glon pnducea co11act1ve 

sentiments end mabltains social aolf.da~lty. The belief 

J.n .r1.tuals and their pracUcea bring the msmbe.ra of a 

community togothe.r and hOm then davalopa collective 

soU.da~:.t.ty. ttRaligtan le tiiDmSthtftg eaal.ftantly social. 

Religious J.-8pnaentat1ona m:e ca11ect.lve zepzeoantationa 

which exP"aa c:ollectlve zeat!Ues, the ~ltaa a.a a 

manne~: of acting which take s-iBe in the m1d at of the 

aasembled pupa and wbf.ch eze dasUnad to excite, 

maintain or zecreata ceJ:tein aentel atete in thea!t 

gnupa."9 

Aallnowskl. ~he Bzitleh func~tonal. ist in one among 

tboas who njected Durktta!m•s view that coll.Bctive 

effervescence uh.tch a2i1!es in ttse carmounal gaths~inga 

wae tha causa of the ozolgln of' •llg IDn. His 

interpretation of religion !s baaed an the data he 

collected in tho small scale non-literate soctatiea. 

Studying the Tztabrlend lalandars at the Coast of New 

Guinea. r4alinowaki concludes. ttraag.tc and religion 

exist to help the individual to meet the aacial and 

8 
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.. biological needs end to overcome the amds tv and 

criaaa.•10 He has found in New Guinea that each end 

eveq activit~. be it agricultu1'8 or dlatant sailing~ 

J.e associated with magic and rituals. Like Duzkha!m. 

Ral.t.nawaki aeee -ligion ea re1nfozcf.ng aaclel n=•• 

value a and .-omotlng saclel saUdaritv .. eo. Aallnowalci •a 

dtaUnctive canta:ibutJ.on to tha sac!ologv of religion 

ie his azogument that zellgmn promotoa sacial aolidaritv 

by dealing w.t.th, oltuetions of' Gmotional s1u~ea•a and 

stJ:alna which thMaten the stability of aocf.aty. 

Radcli'ffe Bnvn • the atructurallet-*Eunctionellst 

elaborated m.,.v ideas that were impllclt in Duzokheb. 

Mia th&o~ or •ligion ia basad on his 4flpil:lcel atudN 

of Andaman lalanden. Acccu:ding to him l'ltuala eu:s 

the most important factors of teligian and tha belJ.efs 

U'8 aecondat:Y• Like Durlchaim and Malinowski. he ia of 

the opinion that ~liglon ia an important conatltuant of 

eoclet¥• tllhlch enables ita aellbara to live together ln 

an orclarll' social way. This ozoderlv wav of life de.-nda 

upon the ex.latence of collective aantimonta among the 

1 0 Malinawald.. B. • .91!•Sl• • p. 63. 



members. 11'to collective eentlaents in the m lnda af' 

the £ndlviduals.~gulate the canduct af each individual 

accozd!ng to tho needs of society. According to 

10 

Bzovn "Rites can be eeen to be- the zegulsted spbolic 

exp~:eeslana of co~tein sentisnts. Rites can,. 

thazetore. be shawt to haw specific social function 

t!fhen and to the extant that they have fa 1:' their effect 

to zegvlate. maintain and tranaa!t fmm one g!neratton 

to enothe~. aam:tmenta on which the constltutl an of 

sac.f.et.v deependa."1' Thus. he Bees e close mleUonahip 

between the f'ozm of zeliglon and the ftn:m ot social 

atwctu%8. 

Another J.mpo~tant scholar !n the Gtudy of 

primitive zell.gion !a Evans-Pzitchad. Llks hia 

pzedecassora ha critic teed the Aal:lilate who hald the 

view that religion ia a form of f'slsa conacf.ousnaaa. 

He J.-8jected ths idea of analyalng tsr~Uef' system by 

eepanting it fmm practice. He emphasized the tmponance 

of' analysing rollg!ous feet as a whole !n mlation to 

othsJ: institutional. ayatsms ~ the aca:!atv. Accozoding 

11 
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to h.t.m. J:eligtoua Stituals. magtc. wltchcnf't• aozce2:~ 

and uacu1P dlvtn1t10ft waft' impo&ttant in pr!mf.tlve 

society end the enalyale of these facto p.r:ovidsa gzeat 

knowledge to the sociology of zellglon. 

The wodc of Pete• Bazoger and Tb011as Luckman 

is anothez.t lmporiant devaloptlf!nt in the aocialog,y of 

nlig.ton. They zega- the sociology of' ~ligion as a 

put of the: la.r:ga.r: field J the soc iolow of knowledge 

which ie concedled with the meanings and definitions of 

nali'tlf held blf tha membe~a of' a oacJ.ety. Accozdlng to 

them, theJ:G Is a cloaa J:Blatl.onohlp between the eac.tologlf 

of ze11gJ.on and human world-buUdlng. Relig mn halpa 

to build, malnbift and legitimate the universe ~ 

•an.t.ng. They BaN •Thmughout the human hlstorlf zelig.lon 

haa pl_.,d a dacJ.siva part in the conatzouction and 

•intenance af universe•. 12 

Max Weber haa also analysed the &elatlonahip 

bettlftten a:ellgion and socJaty. He la of the opinion that 

J."eligion playa an iaapot:tant !DID tn bzoinging change a 

12 Ba&'ga:r:, P., and Luclcnlan, 0 5ociology .r Religion 
and Sociology of Kft(llfladge", in Robertson,. R., ed., 
fntf"UX ot ipligtqg (Hanondawortht Penguin Biike, 

9 , ,.&a. 
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in society. In hla i'emoua baok lhp Prgt@aunt Ethic 
/ 

ed S,eirit gf fiodtgliF, lleber examltea the telatlonahlp 

between tha rise of certain fO&'IDa of ~nteatantiam and 

the developnent of WHtern .lftdustl'ial capitaliam. He 

a&"guea that the easance of' tepl.tolifiiD 1e the Pd&uit of 

Pftflt. tapitallat anteepri.sea aze m:ganlaad on ntional 

bus:eeucntk linea. Buaineea uanaact.t.ona a ze conducted 

in a 81'8temat.1c and ntional mannea- with costa and 

P•Jeced PJ:O'f1ta being cazaftd.ly aaaeaaad. Undaelying 

the pnctlce of capitelian ia the •op1d.t of c:apitaliam•, 

e sat ot ideas, et~a and values lllhlch e&a identical to 

the athlcs and values of P_,teatantism. 

The pnteatant nlig!oft, especially the calvin!au 

has caX"teJ.ft guidellftea toz conduct. A man must have 

a calling in 11 fa,. which he pasv• ln a detem ina d way, 

Attainsent of hult of' calling O¥" labow Ia a eign of 

God's .blaaalng. A man must acqu!IB wealth whkh he 

should .a!nveat for pmfit but not fR luxury ar entezo

ta1nment, Weber aaya •When tha 1!altatian of conaumptian 

with this relaaaa of acqu!a.i.tlve activity, the inevitable 

polit.l.cal nault 1a obv.louat accumulatlan or capital 

through ascetic CG11pulalon to eave. a13 Thus • accorcU.ng 

to Weba:t: the calvlniBII led to the development of 

capl te11SD in the West. 

13 
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Soclel Change t 

Change 1e ~he law of nat..-. Scicial change occur a 

1n all aaciaUea. alaw, perhaps, ln prf.mitive aacioUaa 

and npid in complex made1n aocletiaa. 61-adual and slaw 

o~ npld and apectacu.ta~. aocJ.al change does occuZ" 

ureapectlvo of' the t.vP9 or lac aUon of human aac !at¥ 

in the world• fU~ chaftge in aaclety is inevitable. 

Studies of aocial change in the non-literate 

aocieties have been confi$d to ~ mod.lficat.f.ona in 

social life. Anthnpaloglst ttava intmduced such tame 

•cultuze cantac•• • and "accultunttonu to aapZ'ds the 

Wf!N in which new pat terns ot be hav iouzo or trPJ a of 

&elationabip wa:e acquized and inc OJ: PO ttl tad into a 

pd.miUva social oyataaa. Soc1olog.tsts ganeu:ally use the 

ta&'ID nsociel change• to alta~aUons in non-~~atad.al 

cul tw:a j.. e. • value a, racn.-e a, sac ia1 inS ti tu tiona, w htch 

lead to techno~ogical and other innovations. lhasa 

alterations are found in the aconamic, social, political 

fields of' activities of' paopl.a. 

f'oJ: a better undantanding of pzoceas of social 

change, •• may consider soma o.P the def.l.nl.tiona of 

social change. The concept of' 8 aaclal change• hee been 

interpreted dlffelSntly by diffeze. nt acholad. 
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According to K'J.ngslev Davie. ·~ social change 

1& meant only euch a1tentiona sa occur in social 

OZ1J8ftJ.&etlon- that ls. evuct-. and funetiona of 

soclet)-.•14 Moo..-a, defines •eoclal change !a the algni

ficont oltentlon o'f social stnctuze (that ia af 

pettems of action, GDCial and interactian). !ncluding 

ccnaequences and menif'eatati.ons of such starctu•o 

embcrdled ln noaa ( wlee of conduct) • val~~:~ a. eul tus-al 

- puducts and ~bolo • ., 15 

Emphaalalng a•iel ~etlonShip, Maclvar and 

Page wrlta, UOur dlroct concea'l aa aaciolog!ste is 

with acclel nlationatd.ps. It ia tha change ln theaa 

zelationahipa, which elona we shell reg~ aa saciel 

· change • .,t 6 

Accoz:d:ing to Lucv Nair • tttha study of GDc £81 

chango 1a a historical one. it is a matter o'f traelng 

a pzacaas ovtu:tlma. 1'he Anthmpologists muet aak hoW 

14 

ts 
16 

Davie, K. • 9ft"''" ~tx (flaw Yozk a The MacMillan 
Company. 19 ). P• • 
"Raconaidantlon of the Tteozolea of Social Change•, 
Aamrir;m Spciglqglcal, Rav.f.aw. vo1.2.s. t960• p.336. 

t4aclvsr and Page. Sacfj\1 (New Delhi: 
MacMillan India Ltd..), p.S11. 



15 

the change i.e bzought about • what .t.a it that 1a changing. 

Ideas on study of eoclal change have developed alongwith 

ideas on the subjec.t matteao of anthftlpolog,y in geneml. ot 7 

On the basis of these definitions lt -.v be 

concluded that social change &e fera to mod if .t.coUcna 

wh!ch take Place ~ the l!f'e Pattezn of paapl.e. It daaa . 

not zefcn: to all changes going on 1n the aocJe ty. The 

changes in sri, language,. tachnologv, philosophy may not 

be inc:luded ln the ten 'social change • which should 

be J.n te&"pzeted in e narmw sense to ms an a1 te&-atiana in 

-the fl.sld of socJ.al relatlCWtshlps. Thus social change 

will mean VHlatl.ons of any aspect of soc.f.al pzocaasaa, 

social pat toms • aoclal lnta:t"sctiona D:'r aoc ia1 CIZ'gsnl

zation. lt is a changa in the tnstitut.lanal and nozmatlve 

. eti'Uctun of society. 

Social Change and Cultu.al Changea 

'Ria diffeJ:Bnce between soc tal and cultural change 

is la~ely thao&"itlcal. far the two an so cloeal,y inter

woven that a diet!nctlan iB VBJ:Y difficult. Social change 

zefers to changes in social atructuJ:G and social 1'8latian-

11 see. Maiz' Lucy • .,Soma t~nt Taaa tn Social 
_ Anthnpalogy" • in. M bfrtlsh JqymgA of Sqc,qlogg 

vo1.14• no.1. Ha~h t 3. 
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ships. Cultt.u:al change t:e~ers ta the changes in values, 

behaviour, art. language, technology etc. • of the 

society. Cul.ture is the pattezn of learned behaviour 

and society is people • in gJ:Dup _,lationsh ips Ottd 

interactions together td.th the J,eSult.lng stzvctuze and 

foJ:ms, who aha~ a cultuJ."S. tihen ctu.mgee in cultuze 

take place,. changes in Gta.cture and ftn:ms of sociaty 

oleo occuz-. Sim.U.erly, aoc1a1 change brings about 

cultural chango. So it can be said that though a distinc

tion between social and cultural change may be made but 

practically thia .te not olwaya pooalble. As a result 

moat sociologists consider these two tame !nter

changeoble. 

The thaoaticsl appmech to eocl.ol change gena.mlly 

used ln social anthmpology today is that of' str~uzal

'VunctlonaliBm developed b.v Radclif'fe Bmvn. This 

particular appnach to eacial chan~ has baen used by 

many eminent soclologieto to explain the structural and 

the cUltural change 1n society. Beattie commantsa 

0 Sociologists and EDCiel. anthzopologiata now knad tDOJ!'O 

than the.v used to about pzoceaaea of social and et4 tuml 

change. They are not much concerned sa earl .Is% genszoa

ticm waa with the problema of diffusion of •cultvJG 
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tni~a• no~ aze they hypot:haalzing about the possibility 

of some kind of social evolution. They an 110111 concamed 

with the exPlanation of mad!f'icaUana in a people's 

social tnsUtutJ.ona and valuea, ttwough not in tsms 

of any a.t.mpie •blanket• p~inclple but nthsr .in terms 

of multJ.plioity at IU:oceaaea which aze involll&d in that 

often, contellpoJ:al.'lCJOusly.. Thf.a awa"*"'• is due to the 

cortaide.nble bod,y of data, which nume.:oua detailed field 

studies eKplicitly concemed with chan ga· have contributed 

to sew underatanding."18 

~onca,pta and Th!J~riea of Social Chge in Indies 

Soclologiate end social anthMpolog£sta ha• 

attempted to fozomulate COftCopte and fiPpmache a tD study 

the pJ:Ocaaaea of aacial change 1n India. Tawards the 

end of nineteenth centu~:y both Bd.t!Sh end Indian 

acholaS~a being influenced by the theo~:.t.es of social 

change of waat ata~:ted studying the oocial change in Jnd.ts 

from certain perspectives. f'mm then onwarda a varJaty 

of concepts end appmachea have emerged. lhaaa 

appzoachea ·.could be elaseifmd into fol~.l.ng t,ypaat 

(1) EvolutioneJ:N appzooach~,(2) Cultural fiPp~:oachas-

t B See• Beattie• J.H.M., "Cvltu 1.'8 Contact and Social 
Change•, in• ftWah JaucnaJ. of Soc1olqgy, vol.XIt. 
1961. pp.165- s. 



Sanakritieat.lon, \featamizaUon, Lit tJ.e and G~at 

tradition, and ffulttple uadit.lons 1 (3) Stftletuml 

appzoechBaJ D.i:fnu.enttation and AobUity AndN&ia atd 

DJ.alecticel-Historical aPPmactes.•19 

EvoluU.anax-1f Appraach • 

The exponents of evOlutionary appmech _. 

£thmognphen and soc.lOlogists like w. Crooke (t 89G), 

D.c. lbbetaon (t916), Risley Ct9t5), N.K. Dutt (1931), 

&.s. Ghuzra USJ4s-& 1932), u.s. Guha tt93TJ, 

J.H. Hulton (1955 &. t932), etc. The units ot' their 

analpie aze the village community, caste end r.uv. 

18 

Thay have emphaaiaect the s-tuct.v of tha tacto2:e and the 

stages of the developll8nt a f caste system. Thea writing a 

wan not baaed on empirical findiftge but on the data 

de-rived hom mvtha, &plea, tdetozy and .,olklcu:e. Theil: 

v111aga and land systems studiea aze silailarl,r oriented 

either ta finding out the histl:u:ical stages of powth 

or theh comparative evalutionaJ:Y sequence and succeaaion 

of forms. 

19 Singh, Y. , Sac&al s,gtlflc at.l.qn •nc! Chft•. 
in Inc!ia (Delhia Manohar Publication•. Fao), p.95. 



Cultunl Approacht 

This aPProach haa become dominan't in the analysis 

of social change in India. tt aesumea that sources o., 

change lie bath inside and outside the system. The 

scholars lJ.ke M.N. Srinivas, Mackim Aarr~ott. RiltDn 

Singer.and s.c. Dube have constructed certain concepts 

and used them in the study of the pJ.'QC8 ss of social or 

cultural change ·in India. Their writings eze baaed on 

the empirical stud¥• 

19 

Srlnivas hae attempted to study the social change 

svstematicallN by ~omulatlng the concepts of "Sanakriti

zation and Weste~i%aticm. Ha defines Sanskritization11 

as the process by wh1ch "low11 Hindu caste a:r tribal or 

other group changes ita customs, ritual J..deologie a and 

way of life in direction of a High end frequently twice 

born casta.•20 The aanekritization of a gmup generally 

zeauJ.ts in htproving its position in local caste 

·hierarchy. Not only the BZ'OhJ&inical model but also 

Kshatriye, Vaishya and Sudra models of Sanakrit1aation 

also exist in India. The Sanakritizatian pzoceaa is not 

conf'insd to the Hindu caste• it alao occurs among tribal 

o~ semi-tribal gJ:Oupa. This usually msulta in the tribe 

unde:rgoing Sanskritization claiming 1D be a caste end 

theet"ore Hindu. 

20 Srinivaa, R•tcl·, Social. Ch,nge in Modem India {Bombay a 
Orient Longman ltd., 1977 , p.6. 
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Associated with Ssnskritization is his concept 

of westernization• ·which refers to ell cultural changes 

and inst:t:~utional !.,novetians in lrdia due 1D ita contact 

with. Weate.m nations, . l'art!culcly the United Kingdom. 

This procosa is widezo than the aanakr.-i~izaUon. Thus • 

Srinivae .has attempted, to snalyae the Pzoce asea of aacial 

change thJ:ough these concef)ta. But the . fact t;th$.ch he 

hiatssl t admits 1s that theaa eortcapta help in unde

atsnding cultural change nther Sttructu ral chen ge •. 

Little and Great Trad1tiona 

Robe~t Redfield has first used the cones pt of 

tradition and .i.ta social o :a:ganhation to analyse eoc ial 

change. This approach assuaes that each civilization 

consists of tvo traditions - Uttle and Great. The 

foJ:'IIdlr ia of the folk ar the unlattezed peasants and 

the latter ia of the el.ite or the t'ef'lactiw few. Each 

tradition has ita social organization that ia inatttu

tionalized zolea, statuses end peraonnal. Both traditions 

taken together aymboli• a t110rld view which zepreaenta the 

unity of ctvilizetian. The changes in tbeaa t~aditiona 

o~igJ.nau from within and without. Each t~adltion and 

ita social organization changes first by tha i'actozoa 

~ro• within and it is called orthogenetic process. At 
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the same time .l.t elao unde&'gOB& changes blf the Jmpact of 

oth8s- tzoadltions and thiS procaaa is known aa heterogenetic 

MU toft SingeS" and Raclcl.m MeuJott have used 

Redf'Jeld 'a $01;'io1ogical f'onulatian to understand pzocaas 

of' soc!al change 1ft India. According to Singe~:, Indi.an 

civllization ia •p:r:im.a&'lf' or *indigenous' clvllhatlon 

uhl.ch W$0 ttahiGnsd out of pn-axlsting folk cul tw:e. 

Both tha little tndit1on and the. gzeat uaditJ.on found 

to axtet aida !tv aide ln difflurt nt regions. village a, 

cas tea and tz-J.baa. AU lndiens ahan a common 

conac.l.ausnaaa, a.f.m.U• outlook and ethos. Thia COJDmon 

consclouaneaa .la foJ.'IDGd by factoo lika eaczed books, 

aacnd obJecta. a special class of litanU. ( Bnhatan) and 

othe~ agents of cultural tranamieaian. Bacaaal of the 

e~ong continuity w:lth the past the acceptance of 

1madazn1zlng' and 'pmg~aa• ldeolog.lae do• not nsult 

in line• fozm of aocia1 and cultural change, but man.v 

nsult in the'tndiU.ana11aing' the madam elamanta.•21 

KackMa f.taftiott haa supported Sirtgar•s vtew .f.n hl.s 

studies. He dascdbea the natuze at aoelaUonship betwen 

"Little• and "Great• tradition• 1n tams o., two eonce~a• 

21 Singh, v •• &•£&1• • p.1D3. 
~~ ----- -- -
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•pemchW.lzat.t.cm• and 'univet"Salizetl.on*. ~The fl~t 

1e when elements of the •&Het0 tradition p&ft;olate 

downwari -d bec0118 organic part of the "LltUe n 

tradition losing thereby thalr or1gJna1 ¥o~m. The 

eacond process opentes when elements of "Little" tndt

Uon (deitl.se,. cuato•a• zltea. etc.) c.t.z.culate UP'I&J:Ci 

to the 1evel of "GJ:eet" t~:aditi.on and aJS J.dantlf1ed 

with J.te legitimate ftn:ma. u22 

As a c~1Uqve of dichotamiution of tred!tf.ona • 

s.c. Dube waa felt that tvo uadlt1one aze not sufficient 

to anatNze the pJ.Oceasea of change Jn India. He faa 

given otx-f'old claaatf'icatJ.on ar t~adltiona• wtd.ch. he 

thinks, provides a bette&' framework for the underst .. ding 

of social change .Ia India. ttlhera aa claaa.tcal teadt

t.lon. ema%gent of national tradition. tha regional 

tndltion. 'the western tndlt.ton~ ~d tha lacel sub-
23 cultural tradition& of a:Jcial gx:oup.• However, Dube•a 

claaslflcatian of' t&-adJ.tions also daes not eliminate 

thtt l.lm.ltatJ.ans of traditional appmach to the study of' 

aacial change. 

22 Ibid. 

23 Ibid., p.to4. 
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,5t~ctural Aeemacht 

A1 though cultuzologicel appmach to analyse 

social chartge is dominant ift India, the atructu.J:Sl 

aspect is not neglected. A atructuml approach attempts 

to etud.v the chang&a 1ft the inst:l.tutlonallaed-.. .zoles, 

atatuaes and social .a.lat tonsh i,p. Scholar a in Iftd ia 

have t~led to etudy the ceete. kinship, claaa, occupa

tional poup, fsctarv edmini$t~:atJ.ve stzouctuJ.Ba etc. • 

whlch comprlae distinctive f.i£11d o., social .interaction 

and conati tute the a tructu~el Mali tJa s. Theae etud ta a 

aze conducted sometimes l.ndapand.anUy and eo•atlmea 

sa a p-t of social mobility ai' occupations and groups. 

Studl.aa of social change in family atructuze is 

dane by the acholua like I .P. Desai, t 964, K.A. Kapadia, 

t9sa. B. catm.t96t • T .N. Madan t9G2, A.M. Saha 19&4, 

P .n. Kolenda 1968• Lambert 1963• Radhaka.t Mukherjee 

and Ba13lt Sl.noh 196t, etc. 

We find the study ott aag.-ntatlon .f.n caeta COIDIIU

nltlea and political pazttee in the weitlngs of 

f'.G. Beiley 1963, F'. BaJ:th 1960, A.C. R.r 1965• 

R. Nicholas 1963• 19GS and 1968, Y. Singh 1911. 

R.N. S.-.t.n.lvas t95S and 1959, Rajai Kothari, M. l1einel' 

and R. Kothari t 965, etc. 
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Sociel mobility in the caste BlfS'tem Ja examined by 

A.l\l. S!:'iwlvaa 1969• s. Sorber 1968• B.s. Cohn 1962 • 

!. ltabib t963, K.M. Panik• t9SS, A .R. Saba 1964, 

Y.B. Damble t 968, etc .• 

The dialectical historical model J.s alSO used to 

study social change in India by the scholars 111ce 

S.A. Dange 1949, A.R. Desal1966.19!PJ, D.P. Mulcarjl. 1957, 

and t95&, RamkrJ.shna MuldtGJ:"jee 1955 end 1965, etc. 

Thus each appzoach hsa advantage of .tte own t'ozo tte 

otudv oi' eoc.tal change but ftOit at' them em p%0¥ 1de a 

camprehensl.ve enough perepsctive on eacW change in India. 

PART-II 

Tribal people compzo.lae 7.76 per cent of India's 

· population wi ~h a strength of aver st mUllan ,.raona • 

The,y an numarically end cul tuasl ~ a significant 

category. lndia 1e tribal population la not only VS&7 

la~:ge but also va~ divusa. lbey dlffeJ:(., fmm one another 

in many zespect, viz. • J:-ac1al tnita, sac .f.a1 organization, 

cultural pattem, language, e-.,na~af.c, •ligmn, cuatoma 

end beliefs. aptem.etc. They live in diffezent geogra-



25 

phical zegians. apeak a va~tety o~ languages tYtd aze 

engagsd .in dtffezent ·types o., econDIII!c activities. 

Thszef'otte, tho diversity of tsolbal India I!Bfl.Octa In a 

•a.v the diveraity of countzy as a whale. 

As change ta Jnevi table in all soctsty, . . . lt ia 

wzong to say that tribal cultuza is sta'tJc end uadltion

bound. Du&-ing the teat fota or five decades, theze has 

been e substantial change in t.-ibal cultuze. •Any 

analysis of pattern o~ tz-anafozmation to which tribal 

India haa exposed reveals two seta of pnceasaa at wozokaa 
·'4 the tzadit1ona1 and tho mode., • .-

The t~i ttonal p:mceea !o cho:~:acterleed b,y 'tha 

Ulpsct of tho dominant cultural gmups on tribal• ao a 

natural course of event. ThJ.e process of change has 

long traem 171 operation among tho tribals and resulted in 

Hindulzatlon. Sanslu:1Uzation, Tl:f.bo-Ceote end T.t"ibe

peasont continuum, wri'tal.izatJ.on movements and the 1J.ke. 

24 Sachchidananda, 'hanging My"' (flaw Dalhia 
Concept PubliShing Company. 9 9) • p. t 4. 



The modem procaeaoe includes. th~iettaniaaUon, 

J.nduetrlaltzation. madam.betan. and the planned, 
• sponsozed a anginaerad change. They eze of •co'nt 

origin and ai.'B exteznal tacton which cb not erae~ as 

a ~su1t of' nozmal. padua1 contacts of td.bala with 

26 

the non-uibal cultu.a.es. Tha tnditio,..baund tdbal 

societies uhich PJ:lar tD the .independence of lfllia wan 

almost a cloud aye tam Sllddan~.¥ baca• exposed to the 

forcee nleaaed blf the community developaent movements. 

industi!"J.allaatian end usbanizatlcm, modan education and 

tachnolog, in short to the pzocees of made%'nlzation. 

However, all these are selective and aeetlonal. 

Among the f'o11C8s of' change operating in tribal 

cultUrllat Hinduis and Cbristlanit.v ea eigniticent. 

A general. uansfoDation ie wJ.tneesed in e\tlry aspact of 

life of those Ulbala who haw c.- tn contact with m: 

adopted aithe&~ Hinduism o&~ Chr.i$tlanlt.v. Tribal zelig1an 

• Qgnnad CbiDSJ' •- Planned change is one of' the 
pzoceaaae of' .social chan~ in which changaa £n the 
aociet,v occw:a~. !n an lntandad dhectmrt. The 
aaclel laglalatian end the a•cut1ve •aasu• PlQ 
an tmponant zo1e in th!a PJ.VC.,as of change. Thzough 
them tJ:ad.ltJ.onal bella~. et~.ttud••• patternot 
bahavimn: are bolng changed end the new behavioural 
patterns aze tnstitut.lonall.aed in the ec.letN• ,._. 
inetance. the pmctl.cee of burning ot widow. tafc.t.ng 
of dowry, untouchabtll.ty eo on and eo forth have 
baen banned in India by legislation. 
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exa&"tG a atnng infJ.uence on .fte iZ" soclel,. polit.lcel. 

economic end cul tu»Sl life • Ae o J:SSUl t at theiZ" . 

relativeJ.v simple technol!)gy and low degree of diffeZ"en

tiatiOft in sac tal stJ:ucture • thtue le a g1UateJt 

!nvolvement: in zellglaue aphen. TheJ1a fore • the change 

An :nligJ.on of the tzibea haa often led to c:arzoapondlng 

changes !n other eepecto of' their lifo.· 

The tribal people who live by -taning ,.d manual 

work have not nmained ieolatocl. · Neadlf ell of them 

hs.fa been in continuous contact with their naigbbouZ" 

Hindus. It ta not that thsy CenJII J.n contact td. th the 

latta&" in &'Gcent past. f'J.K. Bose says. •Ttre• cantacta 

go back at least to the de.,ys of Ramavena and Aahabhanta. 

fu in them theae aze nfozence to tribal communltiea. 

who azo •f'ened to as Jana. Evan m Vedk lltanture 

thea ue J:efBJ:Sncea ta people who waze diftezant £n 

physical appeeranca and who wozshippad auange goda • .-25 

Due to tte • contacts same tZ"ibaa have be co• Hindus end 

J;hea haa bean· a great change in belief • Z"i t.-la and 

pncticae of llfa ClfCla cezeaoniea of tribate. Nov one 

can notice the operation o¥ Sanak~:it.ization aa well aa 

dekibalization praceasaa a•ng tha tdbala. 

25 



U.ke Hl.ftdu:bm. ChriStianity hac elnce last 

century been an lmportan• -foetor of' change l.n tribal 

onae. s.c. Roy and Sechchidenanda deac.:1be in detail 

the work dane by Ctu~ist1• mlaalon•J.e a among tte 

Runde&. K,.;. A\f. Sahay J.n his baok UDder lbt Shgdpw qf 

GraM analyses tho impact of Christian miselon~iea on 

the Draono of Ranch.f.. He observed that Christlt~tltN 

has bean an .li'IIJ'fttant ft!ctor of' wltuml change emong the 

tribals. Thai!G ai.'S othez.o echOlero tfha hove studied the 

wotk of Chr.iatian aiesf.anaJ:laa eaong tha U"ibes a.f' 

cU.f~exrent pa~te of India.,. 

Now we find o la1'ge number of' te1bole co,.. rtsd 

to Chrlstianlty in South Central India. the maj01> 

uibai belt J.n India. Draon. Munds. Khar.f.a. and Santal 

an the tour major trlbea of thla area. Thesa tribes 

have been gzeaU.y exposed to Chrlstlanity. Sc:holace 

dl. ffBr 1n thalzo opinion with reggd to the causae that 

lad the tribes to accept Chris tienity. Sa• eay that 

it 1s only for the material gaf.n the tribes emb:raced 

Chr.tstianity. Saae others eze of the opinion that the,y 

adopted Ch~ietJ.anity in ozde&- to f:r.ea themaalvea ~=• 

the oppzesoion b,v landlords and moneylender.e. Tie 

landlo~a took ewe.Y thet:r lends end collected ubitrary 



tax. The tr.ibale could not win the te gal f~.ight ~n the 

t011rt becau• the local admt.niauatozoe VR$ pa~tlel to 
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tha vested interests. The. ChrJ.atJ.an aisolanazoiea took 

gze~t intezen to ~:estoxe the lOSt rlghte o'f the tribala 

on .land. The miaslon.-J.es toughi: for the tribal r;ause 

end won •. So the .l.atter•a faith end obligation to the 

mis~onariea eleva loped and ~tran9thenacl. Thua s. c. Roy 

ea.va. ''It was thai.at apectatlon of ascuri.ng adJ:ess ~ 

aperian gr.levance a with the pouecftll help of' thr.lstlst 

misai.Dnari.ea that appe-ars to have ett&-acted most, it not 

all, the .,.ller ocmveria to ChaiDUanity, lt WCNld be 

uftfair 'to GQ as ta aoaetMa said that thew made convert• 

thmugh inducement of securing tlem theu loat right 

in land obd other worldlY advantages • ..26 Wha1:Bver ma.v be 

the causes of conversion among the uibal$,. one cannot 

diaagne with the tact that Chrlatianlty haa become one 

of the majrn: torcn of tubal cultunl davelapmant Jn 

India. Tha effects af Christianity on the tzlbalB hae 

been daacr1bsd blf diffoJ.'Snt scholars ..... many dif'feze,_ 

terms and concepta. Dr. H.l.nz- saNS, •So• desczoibe lt as 

a PMSS~Uaatlon·, othan a-.v !.1= aa •waate.l"nlzatian • • 

2G Ro~ s.c •• "Effects o~ the Aborigins at ChotanagpUR 
af tteb Contact with Weatam Civilization"• in, 
lon in India, w1.2,. 1982, no.1. 



at.U1 o~r lll!lfttlon it as detrlbalintion and so on. 

Tl'leee concepts deaczo.ibe the· effects of Ch~:latian ltJ' 

w1 th a negative amph&e.t..e • .,ZT 

0¥ course. ~tan am cer'tain negative affectac 

Chzol.etienity ctestao,pd the tnaJ.tlonal beliefs .and 

lO 

valuae held bN tha tribes. F'uzothu. it divided uibala 

into two gmups i.e. • conve~:ted tr ibala and ncm-conve~d 

.trlbole and the fozmer always fttel that they aze euparior 

to the letter. lnsptte of' ell thJIS • the pDsltive affecta 

ea seen to be maro si-gn!i'.lcent. The t10rk Gf Christian 

mlasioneriaa among ~he tribala has baught f"at-zeach.lng 

changes in eve~y aspect o¥ their life. They ncelved 

mode.tn education .and become politically consc.toue. Ttey 

acquind tactmiquaa of aaodem famlnv. They gave up 

traditional pattern of WDJ:Ship which included leaa 

civilized P.ftlCtkea. Their aenae of morallt.v developed • 

. s.c. Roy. wno has e close undeu:atandiftg of the 

ChotanagpuJJ tribee and the wortd.ng of Chtiatien miae!ana

zoua. baa cOIR'IIlentad on the contact of' abo&-1ginala of 

Chotanagpur with the Westam civilf.zat.lott. He wzottaa. 

• Thua the two main chanrela through whJc h the ~atezon 

cultural influence .:aacled the natl w peopl& of 
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Chotanagpur an first iha channel ot Bzl.t!Sh admird.e

tntlon end British o¥flc.S.ela and secondly. the channel 
28 of European Chzoiatian missions and m.tGaionaZ'bte.• 

Accozding to him. tha eecond one ie ra01e effective 

vehicle af l1estezn inn.-nce on the cultuJe o'f 

ChotansgpuJ: t~ibe. 

The .Scope and Objectt.ves af the studz.• 

The lmp0%tance of zellg ion in understanding social 

and cuJ.tu:ml change cannot be oveJ.9mphasiaed. It la 

a fact that zeligian is a binding fazce tn aacl.ety. 

Change in zeJJ.gion leads to fuz>theJ: changas in othe 

eapacU of' life of the iftdlvidual. In this light the 

ps:eaant study J.o com:e:ned 114 th examination of ttwt 

changes that have occua-ed irt the eacietiea of O~:aan, 

SaftW and Nunda tribes due to the l.atpact ot C-ist!anity 

and Hinduism. Besides thaae tva facf.D ze of chS'*ge • 

what la proposed to be examined la also tha effect of 

lnduatl'lalizatlon an thaae tribaa. In tltla aJ:ea maju 

industrtea weJ!'B aet up after independence and the 

t~:ibals wze greatly affected by that. So the uenafoJ:• 

matlon of Daaaona, Rundee and Santala cannot be delineated 

28 See, Roy s.c ••. &•.sAl• 



accum~ely unleaa we etao taka into ac:c:ount the afftSct 

of indust~:iallzat.lan. Tie ,.esent study le not based 

on empirical da~a but on available publlahed wo•e • 

monographs, pariodicala, census data, nawspapu sports, 

etc. 

Chapte.-.11 contains a diecussf.on on the available 

published bookG and ariic1B8 on this subject. TheJ:G 

aa a few ocho~a who bava pUblished wo~ka an this ana. 

Thezefo111, l think., !:t would be vs~l' usef'ul 1.1 we discuss 

about them. Chapter-Jtl, pzeaenta a deacap~JDn of 

enimlsm. HinduS.• and Ch~:ietianlty. It describes the 

interaction p:at.tezn amottg these thwe zeliglane in this 

tl'1bal ~a. Chaptee-IV, gives an analysis of tha ef'fects 

of Hinduieu,_ Ch2istfsnity and i.ndustdalization on 

Onons, Mundee and Sat\tala. It df.acussea the changes 

that have occurzed in belbJ., eyst•• rituals, cezemon.tse, 

polltlcal. educational and occupational pattema oi' theaa 

thzee tl'ibae. The last chapter J.s the conclusion. 
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REV!E\1 Df' liTERATURE t BOOKS Arm ARTICLES 

The~ ere nociologiets and social snthropologlsto. 

both Indian end foreign. who how atudJ.sd tribal 

oocieties in India. ThaN hew written about their 

demography. social history • ethnography. their oacial 

structuze. nligioua universe. political 'functioning 

etc •• etc. But fet.t of them have analysed the changes 

that hove been ta~:1tlg place in the tribal aoc iet!e s in 

India duo to tho world.ng o'f f:ndJ.ttonol as bell as 

modem foz«:Gs of chenge. I dlacuss bela. some works of' 

the scholars whleh deal with the consequences oi' the 

trlbae• contact tsith the Hindus and Christians end also 

of' the process of' indus trieliaation. 

Bookst 

Sarat Chandra Roy is one among the pioneers in 

the etud,v of tribal eacieUee in India. He was gzeotel.v 

inspired blf the evolutionist appzoech to the study of' 

society. He believed that the historical knowledge of' 

the tribes should help us ln lcnatfing bettor the cultus:e 

of the people • 



His monag~:eph Mynd11 •nd Ih!k kountg, canta.ina 

only one chapter an ethnography and five chapters an 

hi story. In the aarlie r chap tara ha tries ta traca 

the origin of the Munda tribe an the baai a of folklaJ:tJ, 

llnguiaUc and pJ:tJ-hiataztc tradi.tiana. Ha pracaada to 

construct the history of' the tribes f'mm the Uma of the 

Yedaa 'to t,_ beginning of' the Christian an. Ha deacribea 

haw the Mundaa have bean in continuous c:antact with the 

Hindu Rajas., officials, &a~&indara and tha z.eligiDua aact 

like Vaiahnavia. According to h fa, the • contacts 

bmught manifold changes in Munda society and their 

culture. Their tzoaditianal acanaaa.f.c syste• af1d politkal 

structure was destra,ad. In the raligiDua apheza alao 

the Hindu influence is obauvad. Ray aa.va: •in the 

Panch Parganaa a number of wall-ta-da Mundaa ha,. adapted 

religious faith of thah aora civilized Hindu neigh

bours. •1 The Mundaa have begun .-rfarming •rriage 

ce zaaony in the Hindu way. 

An interesting account ia tlven by hi• af the 

gzowth of Christian aiasJ.ona in Chat~M.~a9PU1". Tha 

Chriatian •iaaianeriaa gave them .,ppart af all eozota 

1 Roy, s .c. • Jvnda pnd Y, 't ~ountiJ ( B01tbay a 
Aaia Publi ing House, 9 0 , p. • 
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in their fight against the oppression of landla:z:da and 

rnanay-landera. They spread education and de..acratic 

ideas .. ong the tribe a. Due to the aill sianaZ¥ influence 

the Mundaa gave up belief in witchcraft .. d drinking 

liquor, eating ani•al nash and aboUaha d praaarital 

axual nlaUanahipa. Besides pmaching rel ig :IDn the 

IDissionariaa started philantrophic institution• like 

schools, ~alth cant:tes, CIZ'phanagea and cooperative 

banks amang the tribalJI • Roy narrated alBD tha Biraa 

IIDVBnaant and ather social IKivs•nts a~ong the Mundaa. 

~ chapter on ethnography canta:l.na a full account of 

dail.v life of Mundaa. their dress, agzicul tun, tribal 

oz.oganization. eocial and zel.igioua c•ra•c:mJaa, folklore 

and eonga. 

Thua thia work ia a good coatbination of hiatar.v 

and athnogz.-aphy. He pra•nta an exhaustive picture 

of the l.f.fa and cultural ch.,ge a~~ang the tribea. 

But this book gives ue the inf'omation only about 

poaitiva affacta of tribes • contact with Christian 

•iaaionariaa, It haa nat analysed tha negative 

effects an tribal saciatiaa. 

In hia liha£ Dit,Rst Gal!lft!U 1 5tnt&\ Parqane, 

1965, P.C. Roycheudhu&-y di..:ueaea about tha i•pact of 



Chris-tianity on the Santal tribe. He provides the 

picture o'f the change and canUnuii;y in the culture 

of Santal a~ Santa! Pargana. Ha absBZ'VIIB that the 

converted Santals in ca•paaaon to nan-canvari 

Santals are mora educated and politically mara 

conscious. They do nat blllisva in Qenqat • spirita 

and da nat generally taka pa:rt in t:ribal convention 

and featival.S. But he say& : "tha ~act is that old 

and honoured tribal custaaa an still continuing in 

the fe~tUias a~ Christian Santal• unl.e as thay an 

in dimct conflkt with the Chd.atian faith. •
2 

In 

this context he give a an ex•pla a f the -r:d.a111 

a,vatam of the Santala. The flarria ge af the Santal 

Chriatian f.,ily 1s generally celebrated in the 

Church. But the ways of ,.rfor-.nca aze •Z'Y •uch 

similar to tho• af nan-convert Santala. 'T1w zoule 

af exaganay is followed, bride price ia given and the 

role of go-between ia aecognized. Th .. according to 

hi•, dua to the i•pact of Chriati.,ity wa notice 

certain changaa in s.,tal eaciety • but the continuity 

---------------------------



of certain old cu&tOid cannot bll denied. Ray 

Choudhury 'a obae zvatirm ia accurate. We find tt. 

continuity of same alaaants of t~editianal culture 

in al11011t all tha Chr.t.atian triblll. f•ilia • ~ 

groupe. 

In tha book Th! SSJucwp pf Hindy Sci;Mtx, 

1975• N.K. Boae haa uied to identify the o~g .. iz:lng 

pl:'inciplas of Hindu aaciety, the factor• wh.tch enaared 

1 ts conUnui ty and the fb rce a by which 1 t ul t iaetel. y 

declined. Baea haa tried i:a combine three appnachaa, 

viz., EthnologJ.cal, Indolagical. and Sacio-hiatoric:al 

to study the •1indu and Tribal aociety in India. 

AccorcU.ng to hill the contact bet•en tlw H:l.ndua 

and tribe a, which axicted sin: a M•u •s t1• ia oM of 

the -in fectora of cu 1 tural change •onv the tribe a. 

During hie field atudy a110ng the Juant•• S.Varaa, 

Bhuyaa of Ot-iau and Santal•• Munda• and D~IIOM of 

Chotanagpur he ftlund that eo• aeg•nts a•ong ttt. 

either have ba.. abaarbad in the 1 ocal caate hieaoarchr 

or .... have incorpor•tad Hindu •le•ttt• into their 

eoci-canoaic and :eel igiaua a,ya t. •· He ahaw a 

haw tlw tribala was-ehip Hindu ~·· ~actiR certain 



featlval• and cenmanJ.ea .ln. the Hindu t~ay. 

Regarding the cauaea oi' the attract.ton of the 

'tz'1be18 to the higher 81f&tal of Hind vi• • Bo!ll!l saya 

thet it was the higher technka1 eff.fs:iency and 

c.tlvlalon of' l;ebovr rather· than the superior polltkal 

power end complex aoclal m:gaftiaation that attncted 

the tJ:lbea. The ta-ibea we r:e place·d in l~er etrate 

oi' cultJ.vatos- or peasant in Hinduism. They did not 

•slat this atatue bacau• the Hindus gave thea tha 

autonomy o-r theh occupation end fzeedo• to P:&-act1ee 

thlk beliefs end cultural val.uea. 

Thue by co•blning EthnalOV¥, Htetor:'J/ and 

Indology •. N .K. Bose dsvaloped a new app""ch wh:Jch 

wea followed by .0118 scholar a to etudy Indian aacu tlt. 

Howeve~:, zegazdJ.ng the uibea' conversion to Hlnduisa 

he took the pzo-Hindu stand. With regard to causes 

of conversion he has gluan only the ecan011lc factor, 

and lgnozed the eac.t.al end political facto.-• which 

attnct the tribes into Hindu!•. 

V.rr!ea El•ln• in his book A fbiliiJIIPhx fg,r 

NEfA• t9'4• deac~iba• thtt vays • -chaniema by 



whJc:h 'he prognsa ..aftd devaloP1!Bn• of i:he t:d.btl 

people of' India could btl achieved.. The first 'few 

chapten an devoted to the dalineation of the eacio

eCOI'IOmic• JC!igiou.s life of the nUII8cous Indo

Mongoloid -t~J.tae• inhabiting •h• aMa of' Nort:h-£aet 

Fnntle~: Agenc~ (NEFA). The peculiar featu~te of 

NEFA J.a tha-t t:ha%8 ar:e no landlozda, no aH:maN•l•nden, 

no li.qu1oZ' vendan coud.ng fnm outsS.de • Hence the 

hanful affecta a~:hlng: fJ:O• ou-taf.der•' pn•nee an 

absent heJ:I!t. Elwin wzoit:es: · •tribal art and cu·l ture • 

social ...-gan·1.zetion, t•acfJ.tbmel i.Mtltu tione eM 

still stmng end vJ.goJ:Oua. The old aaligien .t.e still 

a power: for: good ,and has rutt 118 t bsen touche.cl b,v other 

fJ¥8\e:tla. Tlbetah 02: Bureae Suddh.lsa ha• :had little 
3 affect an them. • 

!n next te• ch•pteza Elwin d:tcusaea about 

the d~beoka of tWD sppmach•• • n•e1Nt the policy 

of laola•J.on and tho policy of ••sl•.U..tion fec th• 

develofllliant o'f uibel. and t._ir cultuta. tfe! aeya 

3 
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that the J.aolet£on.let ap~aa.ch was followed blf the 

82'1tiah for certain p~litJ.c:al geina llke keep.ing the 

t~.ibes aWay hom the pa11tlca1 moveraent. Sine~~ the 

British pe~J.od SOfia antltsopol.ogi.eto and edmlniatn,tazoa 

hava bean suppo:r:tlft9. this appaach. D~. Elwin ta 

aleo a supporte.r at l t. Bu,t he he a advocated temporarN 

isolation for eeriain uibee because bafe#i!l independnece 

the contact of' the uJ.bea with outside t.~~Rld wee 

·leading to economic &JCploltatioft ertd cultuzel deatruct

£on. £1win •N•• "Ne1thot I nor any othe~ antha:opolo

gJ.a" would dze• of" auggeating auch a policy alnce 

lndepenclence.•4 

1'he eaa.l.a.Ueti.an of tr.tbea with othel' psople 

would lead to the b reatu.tcntn at tribal society , los• 

of tribal vlrtuea and t-ePid ecqul~ t.f.On o t tha v.f.cea 

·of civ.Uhatio-n. Accordiftg to Eltd.n •tt will leed to 

the dlaeappeaJ:ance of' foftll:s- J.ndapartdenca • cmperat1on., 

Mlf"-zoeUpce in arta, uafte• the dence end taua:lc. 

Fus-the~ tha uibee evil 1 be tzoa~ foaaed into ca•tee. • 5 

4 Ibis!. , P• 46,. 

5 lbJ.d.. p.49. 



He has -jacted the above two approaches ae 

genuine end appJ:OpW'late approachea for ~rtbal develop. 

ment• He ttas eupported thS late Prima Min~ste~ 
• 

Jawaharlal Nahl'u •s policy for the devela.pusn t af' t.l'ibee 

and their cUltuze. He states that Nehw •e policy is 

the midd.le path hetwe,en· dai.ng tao 1£tue and doing too 

much. It i!'l one wnkh alma at tha davelopent o'f 

tribal life and cultuze with zaspect• It wauld not 

ignoze the past but would build upon it. It would 

bring the beet o¥ moctezn t110rld to the tz1bea in such 

e waN that thelf will tt.ot destmy the t%'8-dlt•nal way of 

lJ.te. 

Next few chap·tezos contain ttw deac:ription of 

appcopri.ote steps or meaauzem&nt that should be taken 

for the deve~apmant of tribal 1 ife and c u1 tum. Land 

is ve~ impoJ."tant flu: the td.baaman. It should be 

pso:otected hom outslden' ettJ:zoechnent. Theh rJ.ght 

an fozest should be pzotected.. ln ozde.,. tD gual'antas 

thei.r aelf-sufficiencv in dreea lt needa to paatect 

tte weavs~e .,s:Om mazket competlt iOn. Develapen t 

of inferioritat complex amang the tribea is a social 

ea well aa politica1 PJ:Oblert. In o:tder to do away 

with th:l.a PJ.Oblea othara would 1G spect the t~:ibal 

n11gJ.aua system end their social insti. tutione like 

euch aa domito-v. 
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-Thus Elwin presents a good pictul.G O·f the 

pmblema the tribes have been • aze 'ecing now•a

deys. The_ suggestions that he g!.ws fol'." the 

development of the tribal lite and culture excep-t 

ftew era acceptable. Elwin euppor<ta ahltUng cultiva

t:lon among tr1bala. -But shiftJng cultivation 1DJW be 
' ' ' 

_ possible on1~ if the.- is unliaitad land in thla 
' \ 

eountcy-. FurthtJJr 1 t can be said tbat h Ja book ia 

•• of' -the tteture- o'f poU tlcal ana lysis than that of 

·eociolfJtkel one. 

G.$. Ghurp hae examined the statue of tribals 

in tiae total lnd!an aacial euuctura. H.f.a book 

1)a ishedJ!l.ed .Iril!!la 1963 1S'I8Y convanientl.Y be divided 

into four parts. In first part he discuseea the 

statue: of tribes in lndJ.an society. In th-e ascend 

pa.:t. he delineate• tt. acculturation of the tribes 

and tha pzoblenta that the acculturation pJ:OCB&e leads 

to. The ethnographic desc~i.ption e given in the 

fourth part of thla book. And leaUy he doals with 

ths PJ:Obletaa of integration of tribale .fn the light 

of latest political end e:anatttut.lonal pz.avts1ona. 



While Ghu.-ye tries to define the status of 

tsoibale in I,ncl.f.a, he tales into gcount the ~atements 

giva 4ft thLa matte~: b,y B:ritiehars like J.A. Bains, 

Enthovan, £ .ll. Gait, J.J. Marten and Hutton. They 

a»gue that t• .ia cU.tf'ieult to disting·ui.eh Hinduism 

f&Om 'tzibal S'8'1icgton OJ: enild.GII-. The¥ say that 

tfindt.tlam is the amalg• of the .cultuxea of the Arvan 

end the Pce-Arytm •~:J.bes of the fozetrt. The ts:.lbal 

"ligi.On n-~aanta, aa it wexe, au :rplus •ta:rial 

not. ,at built itto the taaple of' Hlndul•. He 

pointa aut there aze a.,. tritaaa whl.ch 81G totally 

lfindu1zed or paa-tty Hl.nduized. Thaae t:ribea are 

Santals, Muftdea, Oraona, Kuais• Bhuyan•• Kanda, 

Gonda, ate • 

. In the context of accultUI'ation, he div.ida the 

so called aboriginal• into thllltt claa88e. Fhat, 

the RaJ Gonda llftd other tllh.o have fbught the battle 

end ed zecognlzed aa the ~~eabazo of high statue .tn 

Hi.ndu aocl•t•. The second cona.ia ta at those who eJ.e 

paz.tJ.ally Hindt.dsed Dllfing to cloae. ccmtact with 

HJ.rtdul•• The third catego~ of tribes live J.n 

f'oJ.'8at end hills without having any cantact with 

43 



Hittdu.tsm.· He aaya ~hat it le the· aecond category 

•hich auft'e:rs ft:oat the tea O•f social m:allda~ity •. 

moral depJ:eaaion •. economic opj:treaalon and · cul t&JSI'al 

decev. 

Ghu~, like Elwin., fatewa ths pct:llty ot 

eympathy and zesl'Sct fe the tribel 11111 tituti.arl and 

theiJ: various sy$tem. He augge-ata • aaure • fo~ the 

Pmtectlon of ti.'1ba1 d.gh~ on land and ftlx-eat, the 

c:reation o·f sal:f-admtnu•ratlve vnlts,. encou~agament of 

the ze1J.gi.oua pncticea end values, the d•ce except 

the •ked denca and acmgs end the davelopment of their 

1angultge. These •easuea should be taken thzoaugh 

.cOftetitutiana~ pzotacti.on and aacial eewice. The 

pnbl .. of accultuntlan that GhuZ1f• hae poinilld 

out ift thill book aft found DllDng ell the tribea who 

an itt clo• contact with the Hindu a. Ha h•a given 

appnprlate suggestions to: -the sa lution o., the t~:tbal 

pzoobl•a and thll· devalo.,.._t of the t.eibee. 

In hia book, '"~'VII 'hln9! &a rc&bal. l'biE a 

PIMDriiiU D.IIAD• 196~. Sachchittartanda explaina ,.._ 

changing bibel cultuze due to its long ctMtact 

with autai.den. AccudJ.ng to the author •ttte object 



of the si:ud.r is to t.nce. the: cauaa a and the ftlft:ea 

· whtch led to cultunl change and the •••nt tD which 

livea af the trlbaa have been afftc:ted. Vhethe&

theae changes am heal'thy o~: w.hathel'• thex:e '-• been 

eo.ciel diaaqanlzetlon r.u~· t~aladjuste•t consequent 
·6 .upon c.ul tuJ.tl. caftt:.act. • 

This f.Jaok 1• the zeault of ~his field etud.v 

£n •• Nunda and O&"aon villages in Blhez. He has 

o'bae~ved that the~ agettclea of cultuze change aze 

u~baft cr:Mttact. tha i.nf'JAJence of H1ndu4sm, 

Chelatianl.ty and education. He •ute:a that the 

ei'fecte of aieusl.onaZ'y activl ties of aevezoa1 deno•i-· 

natlona •• fel.t in ewzy aePetct of the ~iftt of the 

tJ:~lbals. In eecond chasH:.er. he givan a vlv ill 

desc~lptf.on of thlt changaa in livmg cond1 t lana• 

dnas and omaante • food. and d~inka. d•ce end song 

etc. the second chapter contains thlt daaca:lptlon 

·of the chenglng econo..C.C stzouctum. The tl'adlt.f.Dnal 

fezatng practf.caa ceased to ax.t.et end the pben0111tna 
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of' caah cnps • locat maztce~a end g»aingola• aJ:ts 

-cging in tstlbal soclietf.ee. The next chapter deal a 

with the t~tad1tlonal aoc J.o-zellg ioue 1nstltu tiona ll.ke 

Dhwaku.r__le (OftlOft) and Glt.t.ua. (Nunda) l!lftd hov thea• 
: . . . . 

!ftatltuttans _a#t losing the.b iilpe~anc:a ~ lt elao 

gives the account of' changes in femtlr end •a:r::r.lega 

systems. Tbe neat chapter contains the explanation 

of J:Bl.i.giOus belief' ·SNDtema·. 

,The. tl:'ibale MLng inftl.tl!nced bN eithd Htndulaa, 

eapec:lally Vaiehnev sa. • Cltdetlen lty hS~te now 

given up apk1t wo~ah.t.p. 1"he tribal pantheon has 

been enlarged by the iftc.lusion of Hindu gods •d 

goddeaeea. 1he th .. J.atian at!W:tion of' the tribal• 

pezf'.-a . dl ffe reftt Chrlotlan feat!. vale euch •• 

ChJ:lataae, £eaten:•• All Seinte day, etc. Much 110%'8 

ia~tant than tha c hanga ltt belle fa and .. 1tua1• S. 

the influence tn the f'!eld ap edu: at ion. Education 

haa bel!lft one of . the ~1ggaat achi8 ve•nttt of Chrlatlaft 

aiiUJiona. Anothe~ l•pa~:tant effee.t. of a!a slana~ 

activity baa been, the f.apetua given to political 

o~ganf.zatioft end ttte epr.ead of political con•ctouanaea. 

Sachc11ldananda describu a1ao the cont a-accu1 turatlon 



movetaeftta among the td.bale. He wae fttund in the 

vi.Uage of Mali a stJ:ong. aes.ta tance 10 chan fl!l among 

the uibala. 

Thus Sachchidananda haa ob1te"ad aecueatelv 

the changing cultu.:es of' tlO t2.lbee. Hie fJ.ndiftge 

••.r ba. applicable to othel: t~:iblla Lft ldll.a. wha am 
; !i . I ~ 
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•xpoaed to t~ta· wl.'king o-f HinduisM• Chs-i.tlafl.lty •. 

lndua:t~ri.ellzation end edtJC:atf..o.tt. Hence lt pmvldea 

valuable ill~oJ:~~atlon 1ft the field of the study of 

t&-ibea. 

ManJ.n Oeean'a bookw lhp Scmbl 1. A Idb! &Q 

seush at. a lii!A' twitJ.o.g., t96S • .t.a en .f.apo~t•t 

wuk on the p1'0C8 aa of accul tu~ation and tnnafOI'• 

aat.ton amoftg the u1bea. He obaew•• that Santela 

have long been expoae.d to ace ul tu~:at:lvs sncountal' 

with the auuaunding Hindu castes far •sn11 pnua• 

tiona and 1ncorpo:r:ated many Hindu tn.ita .in tteie 

cultural pattem. They aze :lnfluanc.d also bv tlw 

pzoceae of 1ndusb1aliaat:l.on. He obaezved that in 

J•ah•dpu .. industrial complex the soUdax-!ty tae•d 

on clae• o~ l.ineagaa daea not ed.st 11nong the Sentala. 
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So• of thsl have given up the!&' 'ts-aditJDnal 

anceatce.r •a•hi.p and now .lead a secular 11 te. 1'hrl 

Sental td.ba1 eUtea ere ~geged 1n contaoa-eccul 'tUZ'-

·\1\111 aa,cJ.al moveaenta aaean.tng t•ibel di•tinctlve• 

ness. bN elaboJ:atJ.ng a ~awth in euppo~:t of such 

dlatinction. 

Onon haa exan.t.nad the tran.sfonaUon pzoce-• 

befoze t955 antS obaezvea that Sentela pa•ed thl!a•gb 

alte~netiw phaees of emutatlve acculturat~n end 

political solidad. ty movements. Thn:ugh both the 

phana Santals ws&e aspiring to J:alae theiz' statua. 

On the basta of hie study of 5antale OJ:aon •akea • 

ganeaUzatian "ga~lng tte triba-l tranafon~ati.on 

incaurse of theil: i.flte~:action with Hindu ao.clety. 
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Ha hae euggeeted that when t~te. beco•• awue of the 

low aaciel atatua assigned ta .t·ta tnmbaaos by do•lnant 

Hindu•• lte m•blt~• ueualJ.y aspJ.ze til 1•pmve their 

~ank. The zcank path •89 be bnadly af two catego~1esa 

thll econo•lc end the political. When the tl:ibes COIID 

in contact with thtt Hindi&s the1f start dointl the 

econom1c activltl.ea such •• beaket .. king. waving,, 

oil p•saing, •tc. ln cou~•• oi' •i• thtV adopt tlw 
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Hindu cul tueel values end claim themael ve a to be tte 

caste membeze. If' the %Gftk path is aconOIIJlc~ the 

1nte~acticm pracesa lead:a tawa~a cultunl aaaimile

Uon 1n -tho domin&nt non.uibal m.U!au. If the 

economic lmpzovement 1a blaclced, the enclf&ted gmupa 

usually seek statu& thnugh ethnic political aolldazoit,y. 

the psoasent JhaZ'khahd motement is an exanp1e of it. 

Aartin Onon •e obsSS"vation of' two wa,s o.f 

status .impr:ovement among the vibes is notswoZ'th~. 

But these aze not the onlr ways. Tt•.u~e a~e tribes who 

think that by adopting Hirtdui81D • Ch~letlanlty thela:

statua would be improved. For instance~ the tribea 

who have accepted Valehnavjam ozo Ch~£at1an:li\f feel 

supezolor to other non-converts. 

R.o. Dhan'e beoka J!!!P am mx IriJ!!WD• 

1967 • conWne tha analysis of impact of Clu~let1an1t.v 

on Orson tt:lbea. Thia book ia the 1'8&ult of her 

fiald at.ud.v ln the village Mall in Bihat:. He~ ate 

desczoibas the geogzaphical location and dt1110gnphk 

featuzea of Oraona their racial• political. economic 

and rellgiaue et:ructuJ:Se and the changes that have 
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occuz~ad ln the so etJNctuze a J.n couree of time due to 

the impact oi' Christian l!i1B e10na~1ea. She observe a that 

the economy has changed and with it tie structus of 

the community. 1he Bhumi~i li.Magea axe no langer 

land-holding groups. The outhuity of tnd1tlona1 

paftchayets has declined. lho n:ocle azo famil_y has 

replaced the uadlt ional jctiftt f'amUy. · Dhfin wri<teaa 

•r.tiealons are to some eJttent J!Etspcmsible 'fa~ the 

dielntegration of tribal eomsnunitr. It (Christianity) 

divided the cammun1.ty .lnto CM-iatlen and non-Chrietien , 

epllt t:ha Ch~J.atian commtlft:lty into various denominations. 

Further .there 1S a conflict ·batvaen thB bonds of' loyalty 

to church on the ane hand and bonds of kinship on the 

otJer. But Chd.stlanity has not caused complete 

disruption. both. Chdatian .end nan-Christian trlbee 

lives together." 1 

Tha book p&eaente one side of the c o1n and 

lgnozs the othes:". Dhan describes wa ze the positive 

effects of thrlstJ.anlaatf.an proca sa among the tribes. 

She has nat taken into account the bad effects like the 

deuibalizat.bn pr:ocaao end the otrasaee and strains. 

T 



whtch 'the canverted tzoibee usually face. The 

Christianity haa undeumlned tho tribal aal!dadty blf 

dividing the society into canverta end non-canves.ota. 
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It put •avicUana on theie ma&-rJage, cultuzal and 

religious activit .t.ea. It askS them ~o dise«~ tho 

bel!sf i.n witchcnft magic or exozcism. 1'h& zeplecemant 

of baditional tribal cultural eleoente by the ot 

Chzistiana can be 1GgaJ:ded froro the tribal paint of view 

negatively;, that ia as e detzibalization process. So 

Dhan •a vJBws ~:Sges:ding Cba-J.atianf.zation among tr.t.bels 

can said to be pJ:O•Chrlatien. 

Anothes- scholar, K .R. Sahay • mum 1ne s in hi a 

book Ugdg; tbl atmta at kllll!• 1976, the impact of 

Ch.t"iatianity on the Omans of Chotenagpt,a-. He wmta 

the book on the basl.s of the data collected durtn·g hlo 

field study conducted in the year 1960 in fbur villages. 

Shetall, Jaipw:, S.waJ:ia and Bumtal in Ranchi diStrict 

.in Dihar. The first two villages an Christian, the 

thi" one is inhabited by tho followers of tndi t JDnal 

tribal religion and the last one J.a inhabits d by tte 

miX ad populati an • Ch ria tiara and nan-convert teibsla • 

Regarding the caueea of conversion, K.N. Sahay 

iB of the opinion that 0 apeaking on a t~ibel level 



hiatarlcally • we note that it was the long e•ploi

tatian of the abftifjinala of Chatopagpuz- by the 

landlo:ds which pepaxect e suitable g~:ound fb&- mass 

conve~ion.•8 · Besides this titer czeated a eltuatlon 

which is f'avo .. abla ~or the convm:sion. With 2:0gard 
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to the affect.s of Christianity on tribals he comments: 

"with the conversion the old faith in Sarnaf religion 

was changed and the new Christian faith was introduced. 

&at e change in zaligion - the fOcal aapact of cultuze 

- meant vaet sclolog1cal 1mp1.f.catlans which .further 

led to c•nsponding changes in festivals. v111aga 

organization. ~i.tas de-pa&aage, GDcial and personal 

life. dance. do-.ttory snrl aex llfe end inter

J:eletiona within the t:-J.bal communJc at..lona. a9 

B 

9 

K .N • 5ahQ, llqde E bs Shmfaw ,of Gfi•· C Cal cut t&l 
Institute af Cultu:ral Rasaarch anApplied 
Anthropology, t976). p.479. 

Ibid •• p.tt • 

e !!l.ig&mc SafttQ refers to a •aacJ:ed grove• 
~ several indlganoua deities and spirits 
ore bali.Oued to l:CISido end eJ."S uorsh1pped. 
S8veza1 tribes 11ka Munda, Oreon, Satttola and 
Hos o¥ tenue.t Indio zega:od 'Sa:maiam• aa their 
religion. 



The Ctu:istlan impact 1ed to the eaaezgance o., 

caste-like gnupa whlch deatm,ad the homogenous 

ftetu~e of tn.bel sociei;N. Joint family gnduallv 

split up lnta t\e 02: thJSe more ftmilies. The 

Hligiaus intel!$91: waa no longer canfined to the 
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village but extended be.vond .f.t through Church organiza

tion. On ~ moml and ethical gmunde the ~ibala have 

given up dancing, Oiftking and animal aacd. fiee in the 

worship. The village Ctner·ch zepleced the tmditianal 

political organuationa and the new aac.f.al J.eadsJ.Oa 

like Chz'ist&.an Pl'J.e&ts emazogad. 

According tD Sahay. aa11 thaae chan§' a mOl' be 

snaJ.¥aect ln the light of five cultuml pzoceaaaa which 

oze oscUlat.ian, accutln.f.zatlon, combination, lndiganl• 

zation and s.etroveJ:Slon. 010 Oacilatian pmce as .sa tie 

ti• ..t.en twa religions i.e., tribal -rellg.tan and 

ChriaUanlty vas practised at the sae Uma. Thia 

genera14' happens in the first genezatlon of converts. 

The next pzoceas ia cul tu291 eczoutin1zatian which 

leads to eUminatl. on of certain Sazona elements an the 

ana hand and the zetentton of otte ra on tha ottez-. 

,D lblcl •• p.2,. 



on pzoper sczutifty. Thie proce as is associated with 

the aecond and thh'd geneJ:etiona. This pnca ae is 

fOllo.ad b¥ the pJ:OCOaa of ccmbinotion in which the 

converts mlx up the &e'talnacS Sarna elements end the 

Ch~latian elemeftta. 
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The next cultuml pmceas io l.ndigenbatlon ln 

wh.t.ch particu.lor elements of s_.ne rel igJ.on are 

x:epleced by that of ChrJ.aU.an.f.ty. The last cultuml 

process ie the· Retravezeloa. The converts J:awaluata 

tha pevlouelr eliminated Same etemento and ~pt 

them after necesaa~y modlflc:atlona. Sahay states that 

thea& cultural paooceasea aM at peat theozeticel 

J.mpodGnce. Thcu:~a may be found ope .rating among the 

uibao who• h1stD2:Jf of canveraian ta the same as that 

of the Ozaons of Chotanagpur. 

K.r•. Sahav's book le a valu•le one .t.n the 

field of the study of the ~CIIIes of Chriattaniaatian 

among the tribes in India. The tlecmatlcal fbnula

Uon that he malces for the cou&"ae ot adoption of 

Christianity b.Y Draone •• faund to be opcu:atiftg 

among the other ·triboa of India. who e• inclined 

towards ~istlenitr. 
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Anothor important work in this field ie thtit oi' 

J. T&V.t.si. ln bis book I;ibgl BeA.&n.f.qn t Relidgyg 

!el&efa ad PrgcUcoP .Amgng the 5antal! • 1979, 

Troisi. attempts to oxsoina the GDCial i'unct.tan of 

.religion 1n e Santa! mcietv. He ulos to show hGI:if 

relolglon playa en impo~tant zole J.n maintei.ni.ng 

salidc:u:.L.ty, continuity and: bringing changes in 

society. He doos not enelyso rc1.J.gian as a body of 

doctrires, but as manlftleted end sxp,:eeaed .in its 

beliefs and rituals, which axe invariant facia :ra ln 

ell z&lig!ans. He has wtltten this book on tiP basis 

of his field etud.v conducted f'Utm the year 1972 t.o 

1974, ln e vUloge called Pagm located in the 

district of Santal Paqanes. 

In tho fizoGt chapter of the book. he gives the 

conceptual and theoretical clarifJ.cati.one. tdext 

chapter contains a detailed description of the 

social sttuctuX"S of tho Santals , thel~ dGmOl)zephic 

chamcterla&ics and tDCial organ iaat!Dn-. In next 

-twa. chapters hB delineates the gada end goddesses 

and their rites. rituals and the f'estivala. He deals 
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elsa with the relat:lonship between magJc and zelJg ion 

in Santal aacie". In the conelud ing · chapter he 

dJ.scUSGils tha Santal religion and ehCI!fa the eontJ.nui~ 

and changes in this zelig!on due to the ini'luence 

of HtnduiSD end Christianity. He haa obse~ved that 

Sentals have ~J:awecl aD1l'B elements fmo eithaz 

Hinduism or thrietJ.anity. Thesa two eupeau nllglona 

have not t:otmlly daatmrod thai~: traditional cultu•• 

values and baliGfs. Thtty ai!EI proud of their pa at 

cmd continua to p~tlaa thoir zoitao, zsltuala. 

festlvole end ce#emonles in trod! t.iono1 t10)G • though 

~ith same modifications. 

Thus Trcalal being influarc ed by the functionalist 

app1'aach especiall)' that of Radcllf'fa Brawn hsa 

attempted to study the Santel aacie1af. He succaaefully 

ehowa that religion which le en intog~"al part of' and 

which pe.rf'cu:ma qn important role .f.n tribal aaciety 

maintains tho continuity of society. And change in 

J.t leads to the chanf's in othe&- structuzes OZ' the 

systems of aaciety. 
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s.c. Roy's pQPOr 0 1'11e Eftecto on tho Aboriginals 

ot cttatanegpur of Thelr Contac't with tJeetorn Clvlli

zetian"• is o volucblo otudy of the epJSod of t1ostozn 

cultures aDOng the tribe& of Central India. Ho 

has described the religiort of' Chotanogpur tdbes as 

the crude system of apid.ti• or animism. The J.Sligiaus 

ideas of thaf.t3 tribes •• ctenged to sos extent by 

the 1 ni'luanca of Hinduism. Accard!ng to Roy, the 

most U.portent 'foetor& of thonge of tribal t1ay of life 

in this one am tho BrJ.t.f.eh 't4ay of lifo ond the 

Ctn:lotf.anity. 

The int~oduction of dizect 6dminiotration by 

the kl. tiahe~ in thaso e:s as b1"0ught. to tho tribala 

the .ideas and methode of' bfeetom edciN.e tration. 

Hawevcz-, tho adtaiftf.stretlve e.vstco of the Briti.Bhezos 

hoo positive end netret!ve o<ff'ecto on the tri.bels. 

The tribale were oorally depressed by the introduction 

of aemindorl and judicial systems • But tho criminal 

law !nt=Q.sced by the Bx-it!ste rs had no doubt a· 

bonefic1a1 effects on trJ.bes. It. attempted ta atop 

the objectionable practice a such es trillt- by ordeal, 



witch-craft and ps.nacution of wltch-cn.Pt. Roy also 

mfers to tho conetauctlve eole of' Ch~iatlan mf.sed.ona 

in mod~lzlng the td.bals. Ttezoe waa a considerable 

improvement in tJ:lbal ethic aa a J:~HJult of Chzoistian 

m-is sionazy uo~k. 

In anothe&' arl1cle • "A t\JGw Religious Movement 

Among tho Oraona" • Ray dlscueaea the new zel!gJ.oua 

movement started by sore sections of Onons who wea 

being gnatl)f influenced blf Hinduism and thristlfJtity. 

The 1eadara of ~Sa movaneftt td.ecl to zafbrm theu 

pamltlve and an.t.mlsttc religion as t~Bll as i:D elevate 

their podtion to the level occupied by the Hindus e~~d 

the caravez-ta. and _, zumed~ their ag....-lan grievance a. 

Thev tZ'ied to eucticate the belie' ln apldt. animal 

eacrl f'ice and consumption of animal flesh end liquu. 

According ta Roy "theynenlSd t:he1so new 'faith sa 

Kuzoukh Dhan• en: bt SDtiBt.iaee Khakst or Bhaktl. 11le 
11 followere of this aze called Tana Bhagata. • 

11 See Roy. s.c.. "New Relig.t.Dua Mowmenta Among 
'the Onona"• '"• Rgn .&o ID!Y.&h vo.1.1. 1921. p.4. 
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N .. K. Boas in 11 Same obaervatmna on Industria-
. . 12 
1.laatlon end Ita £iJfecta on Tribal LJ.feu tries ko 

shoW that the iapact of lndustrisllaetmn on the 

tribes is a cont•eat to the Hindu i.mpact on t~:ibol 

social uganizatton. The t~:ibee when thev caae in 

contact with the Hindus maintain their solidazi ty blf 

living together. whUe industrtaltaat»n destnv their 

J.ftternal aolidul.t¥• Tho uoibal 1i1Cfl anv member of a 

caste goee indlvldually to ths ftaetor)' and sella his 

labour. £van if the tihale vUlage .p people an not 

I'Oga&"dsd as one communJ.ty in the new si tuatlon. But 

t.he ald Ueea eJClSt to soma extent. Thus the tribal 

sees hie individual interest first end then the 

intezeet of hJ.e community. Bose 'a obses-vetlon an ths 

impact of lndustrlalizetion an tribes t.a indeed. vezy 

eignJ.f'icant. But he has tekan !niD account onl11 ana 

aapect of life. it would have been moxe inteJ:estlng 

had he discussed the impact of indueulalization~ 

on religious. political and oconomJc actwities of 

tribes. 

t2 Boas, U.K •• 0 Some ObSe~vstlon end lndustrialize
tion. end Its £fVecta on Tr:lbel Ute0 • in. 
HID in India• va1.42. t962, pp.s-9. 



In hJ.e article a 0 lmpact, of' lrdus trJallzstiott 

on Tribal Uta• 13 Ps-anob Kumazo Daegupta dlecuseed 

the tnns.fomatians of Smtal aocmty due .. the 

indusv.f.al:l.utioth He conducted field •rk 1ft the 
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NGar 1J62 amont the San-tala living in adjacent villages 

of Chlta:ranJan :l.n l1eet Bengel. Ho wr:l.taa that 

J.nduavlaliaetf.on leads to aeve&'el chongea but 
. . 

cotitlnuity of' certain tndlt!anal tzolbs.l cultural 

elements can not be ignozsd. He has obSe~d that tte 

Ra.njhi Qftd ~ t~editJ.Oftt'l1 vlllego head. the larger 

political organiaoUon. have ceased to exist. ThB 

Jaherihan or: the RanjhithBft which am tha ahrl.nae of' 

v111sga hove also df.Bappsazed. Tie joint family ay etam 

movas towards some kind of nucJI) u patto m. He says 

that bafoze the setting up of induat~lel coa.plex 

maeriaga tti th other community wao unknallft't OIDong the 

Sent ala o But in the new situation such kind of 

maa-J.agea aze found in S«f'tal SOciety. The traditional 

economic structure of Sontol was baaed on agricultuz.tt. 

Gupta noticed the lose of intenst. in agriculture. 

He found that bellef ln Wltchcraf't and matic still 

They peJ:fozm featJ.v &1$ like Sahara! 

13 Daogupta, P.K •• •Impact ot lndua~ia11zation 
on Tribal LJ.f'a"• 1ft, Anf/tl!ffi9a1ca1. Syrvay of 
lqdia, t964, VDl.t3, pp.8S. 0 • 



end Baha without ~ked change except ln the degzoee 

of parUcipeticm • 

Similar opinion is expze osed b~ L. P. VJ.dyerthi, 
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in his paps ... "lnduBtriallzstion end Social Change ln 

Chotanagpur0 •
14 During his fJeld study in ¥our 

industrial coapleXes !.n South Bthe1r he found that e 

majori. tv of UftSk.Uled lal:tow:e.a in lnc:bstzoial complexes 

ezc tribal.S. Ha stetea that tha ntDJ situation hes 

distu2:bod th:ZI 1~: homogel"l$OUS a:ac.tol life. As theN 

intenct vlth tho peo,le f'HG hete»ogenous backg1:0Unds, 

thai~ social and z:eligiouG outlook change. The changes 

a!:Q also asen ln ttsb languago .. food habits and dress 

pattern.. There ta also a shift in occupatianal structure 

due to technologlcol devalopuent in the villetaa. ThaN 

now pracUaed basket-making• poultry-raising, rice

shelling and weaving. The tt!bae who t110 :k in the 

lnduauial complexes bring t'O the v!llagee the ~ban 

way of living and thle has caused the blending of rural 

end urben way of 11 fe. 



The al:tiele, 0 Tzi bs, 03 ate and · T~ibe-Peasant 

Continuum in cent2:al lftdise • of' Suzojit Sinha is the 

study of. tranaf~at!Dn o,f. the Bhumlj oit Punlia ancl 
"": .. 
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SJ.nghbhum. diatJ:ict of West Bengal under the infAo&nca 

of zegional Hindu caste e.yst:sm. Accol."ding to Sinha 

then U: not a precise def1nit1on whf.ch can ea,lain 

clearl,v wher:e the UJ.be ended end caste began. The 

author has attempted to examlne the :at!'llative pas! tmn 

of the l~letad Hill - Haria and Hiftduized Bhumij tzolba 

ln Central India ln tans of t• types. of continuua, 

the trlbs-caste and tribe-peasant • 

Sinha states that tho sac.f.a-cultural s,yetem of 

lower casu. H.indu3 or p!asontz:v lc on tha ona hand 

isolated f:J:Om that of el!to caste - t.'ln the other 

hand has groat a!milari.t,y with that of td.bala. 

Acco1"f!ling to Sinha.- "The Tribe-Caste and Trite-Peasant 

continuum is mainlv concemed wlt.h the pJ.'Qcoes by wh!ch 

tha tribes are integrated td.t:.h the traditional civ!:ll

zatlon of India. at 5 Ha cites two examples of tribal 

lntagratian with Hlnclla. Am:ong i;he Hill-AarJa tz'.lbae 

of Bester, though ttere Is no canc:ept of 'high• and 

t 5 See. Sinha, s., 0 Triba-taste and Td.be-Pssssnt 
Continua", .f.n .Bin ,J.D. I !!dig • t96S, 45U) • 
pp.Sl-83. 
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'law• caste but. the cancept of 'big' and 'snell' caste 

exiete. Those tlto practise degnding occupations are 

ngo"ad ea emall casteth Like Hindus, they Ill gerd the 

Ausl.ims and thrisUens as 1• castes. Tha&"e le a 4J'ad 

deal. of olmlled. t,y -betweati the H.Ul-MazoLa .zelig Jan _.d 

that of peasant~. Sim~ly • the BhumlJ of Baaebhum 

village have mclol stm.tlfic:etlan and nnk conacloue

nase and have otheJ: chazoactel'istica Whxh aze very 

much elml.lazt 10 that of peat~ant~. Sinha •a abcwe 

dlscusaion throws light on two proceeaes, Sanak&"iti

zation and Tribaliaatian. In soma a• as in India 

Hindus adop~ same cultural elements of tribes and in 

some other -.eas uibaa J.nJ.t.iete the Hindu ways of 

life. ror this we f'aca dlffkulty in dlat.lnguishing 

t~:ibes from Hindus. 

Anothss- acholar Dzo. lVhmal Alnz, in hie article • 

8 The. Tzansformlng Effects of th~r.latlanitg an the 

Taolbals of Chotanagpurtt • has attempted to show the 

impact. of Batiah adminisaatimt and ChdsUanit~ 

upon the Ulbes of ChotanagpUr. Th8 author recognizee 

the modemla.lng zola of Ch•lstianity and Chd.stlan 

mledone on the Cho~agpuc t&-ibal aac.lety. He saya 

that Chr.f.atlanlty haa become o"' of tha modezn fo•cea 

of modru:n hiStorv o'f Chotanagp• to change the tribal 



lJ.fe. It has extended its influence on the economic• 

social tnd po11Ucal life of the uibals and enabled 

them to adjua~ themselves to the new situat.lOnB of 

social. economic. zellglous end political. The 

mJ.ealon.-:lea started ochoola. hospitals. and other 

J.nstitutians in ths tribal azeas and these tnsUtutiona 

f'or the first Uma· pmvlded employment. 

f'urlher ChriS tiani tl' extended the netwwk ott 

soclol zelattanshipe of triboa. Through the instl~u

tiona 11ko Church ond diocese they cane in dhect 

contact \'lfith the people O·'f othezo &eglon. In ·the 

cultu~l epheze also it Playa the tnnaf'o:ning .role. 

Thr uad1tiona1 values end zellgloua belJe fa ••• 

changed.· nut ChJ:lst!an missions lea gave the tribal 

language a written and 1ita~:.-v form. This article 

ahowa that D.:. ftina•e viswa on impact of Christianit,v 

on tribala ia ps:o-Ch:d.Btian. 



ANIRISA• HINDUISM Ar~D CHRISTIANITY t lt\lTERACTIOI\15 
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C!Jqptu-111 

ArJU11Sf.t, HINDUIS~ AND CHRISTIANITY t INTERACTIONS 

Indio is the moat complex O't the higher civlliza• 

tional cu:eae of the world in the GSI'ISS that heiB live 

dltfezoent: people, speaking a variety o'f language a, follow

ing diffe.zent cultuz;el t!lld epiri<tual trad1Uons and 

maifttaini.ng d1tf'ezant types of eaclat organizations and 

institutions. In o special mmner ln:lla is the land of 

religions. Within this sub-c:ont:lrent of Ada aea f'Ound 

zeligions which a&e ali10ft9 the most pz!mlt:ive and the 

moot advanced o.f all J:Oligions known to man. The major 

religions that we find in India eze Hindu .Ism• Buddhisn, 

Ja:lnlsm. Islam and Chaeti,.J.ty. These religians an 

practised by the p.:~ople of plains end ar:e zegarded ae 

advanced. Anotho~ ~iglon which exists in India end 

J.a follovad by the abozoig1na1s Gl' tha s:saple living 

ln hills and f'azeat ls rega1"dad in msn,v 'taftiS such aa 

AnimiSm, flgnga&sm, Se&P.Usm, Sama!sm or Tribal 

religion. Among all the above zeligians Hindulam ia 

the aldes~ ana and Buddhiau and Jainfsm aza ita 

of'fahote. Chrletianity f'ound a hame ln South-tlast Ind.f.e 

in the first country A.D. And since then lt haa been 

a cantlnuouo tradition in India until the pZ"Geen~ day. 



A compe~a'tlve study af the elel'lSftte at d.f.ffamnt: 

zeligl.ans is a subject of zecent davalopnent. Such 

studies of Indian religions ore dane by various 

scholars. But all tm5aa woztcs aJ.e confined to only 
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the advanced J:Ol!.gions like Hlncia iSm, Buddhism, .Ja.f.niam, 

Islam, and Christianity. Thezs ia a paucity of 

comparative etudy of advanced religion of India an the 

ana hand end tzolbal religion on the other. Such tvpa 

of studies would cel"tainly contribute IIID&"et krtcnd.edge 

to the f.t.ald of eac 1ology of t:ellgiOft. \ie have a tated 

that Santal. f-1unda and Ozaona tribes a~ great!¥ 

influenced b,y the out: rounding Hi nell o and by the 

Chrtetlon ml.ssianBJ:'ies. Thie 1 nflU!Ince ~d to change a 

in Tribal r:eliglous beliefs and practices. Ha1tt we 

discuss the siad.luiUes and diffezances between 

HJ.nduiaxt, Chriat!anlt.v end Tribal religion.. Than toe 

focus on the influence that one axe z-ta an the otter. 

Hinduisau 

Hindu1s:s is pa~haps the oldeat aa w11 aa the 

complex of all living zal.igions. It ia unique ln 

natuN. When HlnduiaD cams to exist ie not dafJ.nlt.alN 

known. Jaaua Chi' iS t in t:ha Cha-1etlanlty e pl'ophat 

Mohammad in Islam as Gautam Budha .f.n Buddha !a 
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ngozded as the founding father. But theze is no one 

wham we consider as tho founder of Hinduism. HinduiSm 

does not have. central oqanizatJ.an lllcB tho Church. 

Thus, !.. Hinduism ha& neithe ~ ito foundar nor a 

central orgen1zatlon. It gzew apantaneaualy thmugh 

vazious stages of civilization. 

Although a host of aainta and sages an ea&ocisted 

111!th H!nduf.am, none o'f them can cle!m to be its founder. 

They ht~vs only ccmtr:!.buted to its gmwth. Further 

HinduiSm does not have well-dof!ned • .rigid, and dogmatic 

principles of faith end practice. Thare aze various 

beliefs end practices. In HJ.ttduism soue believe in one 

God •. som other believe in number of gods and gaddeaaas. 

end thalfJ: al'B of:ill other who do not believe in anr god. 

There aH vorloue wav& of tmrship and pm,ye1", but 

HJ.nduism mo~ often speaks of three. the way of oction 

the wou o.f w.-shlp and pmJ,Etr and the ws.y of daiiOtion. 

Hinduism, as we have said above, is an amalgsn 

of var1ous kinde of beliefs and practf.cee. K.M. Sen 

ea.va that it has been zecognJ.zed ea a ~ligft)n af 

AQens. but va:rious ethnic end cultural groups have 

oxertsd influence f'E'Om time to time in shaping lte 

ba11tffe and precticea. 01 It believes in the theoJ:l' 

t San. K.M •• Hin-cltiaD (Penguin Books• 1961 ), p.2. 
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of zeblrth. Man takes bi~tb again lf'd again because 

of' his deed a. Man cttt "lease hlmaal f fmm the cycle 

of bizth by attaining maklbA • libe~etmn.. There ore 

thMa paths to attain molc•!!'U path o., knowledge 

{ Jnaoa maiM), path of action 1~11!11 mgrga;l and path of 

devotion { W!plst& maru i • 

HOtfSve.-, more impm:tant than these beliefs and 

p.Octtcaa 1ft Hindu1em is the re1at.lanfl1.t.p between 

Hinduism .,nd aocle~. lt is said 'that Hinduism ts not 

onlr a r:eliglan but oleo a soci a1 system. Ita unique 

fsature is the 'lO!!S system , which div jdea the Hindu 

eocietlf in~ four strata in a hies1u:chical way. 

TzadlttonalJN only he has baen able to be a Hindu tllho 

haa belonged to any a¥ the faur v•naa - Bnhmain, 

Kahatrlya, Vaiahya .. Such:a, pzeeant in Hindu sac ml 

aptam. The pzeaent caste system ift India is perhaps 

developed fmm these four Varnaa. Acc~d.lng to aol!B 

sociologists, caste system is the st:ruc~ral basis of 

Hindui~JA. 

Another important faa tun of Hlndu&am 1e that 

it is divided into various aecta. The ma.in sects J.n 

HinduiSm aze the 5alviem and the Vaiahnavlsm, :. 



DISTRIBUTION Of' POPULAnOtJ BY RELIGION• INDIA 1981 

Religion 

Totol {} 

Papulation· 
Hindus 
Muslims 
Chriat18ftO 
Sikhs 
Buddhiat 

Jaf.ns 
Othss- J:Sliglone 
Religion not 
stated 

Population 
(slllian) 

,,5.29 

549.78 
75.91 
16.t6 
13.08 

4.12 
3.21 

2.77 

0.06 

Pezocent ta 
total 
population 

100.00 
82.64 
,, .35 

2.48 

1.96 
0.71 
0.48 
0.42 

o.o• 
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SDVJiS!t Cenaua of India pap8Z' 3 of t9B4- Household 
Popul.atlan b~ Relig 1on of Head of Hcataehold. 
Census o~ India 19 81 Series 1. Pa~t t1-n· ( 111) 

• Excluding Aasam, whe18 Censu a could nat bEJ held due 
to dletw:bed conditione ln that atete during 19 Bt 
Census opa 1:8 ti.cm. 

Table-t show&. the number of adterl!nta to the six 
maJor n1igioua and their penentege to the total 
papulation. It is difficult to get the accurate number 
of pax:sona following tha tribal 281 igian because of 
difficult~ in classiftcat.t.Dn. Some of them alii included 
in Hindus and some othe:ra J.n Chd.stlena. In 198t Cansua 
they aze included in the categoz_v of othttl" &eliglon. 

Acco•ding to the t 98t Census ( sez-.t.es-t Pan t t-BU t t) 
Total talbal population (excluding the state o., Asean) 1& 
51,628.638 pez:eons. 
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Tebla-II 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE POPULAJlOA OF SANTAL, 
~-

ORAON AND RUNDA IN BIHAR, ORISSA Al\1) t1E.ST BEfiGAL 1971 

Autada 

Ozaon 
Saftta1 

iPutsa•• 1) 

2) 

3) 

686,912 
822,84t 

1, 762,591 

Od.saa 

24.145 
14,849 

8,923 

West Bengal 

t98,701 
291,173 

1,376,980 

tertaus of India 1971, Sed.es1f6 Oztsse 
Pari V.A 

Census ., India t97t, seras 4 Bihal' 
Part-V-A 
caneus af India 1971, Ser4aa-22 
\1eat Bang al Part V-A. 

Table-11, &howe the numbs&- SEI"tala, Aundaa 
and Ozaone .ln thzee atetae - Bihae, Oaaea,end Wast 
Bengal. l f.....- taka the populeti. on of theae uibea 
in thzee e tatea toga tte~, Santals f'IJ1'Dl the aaJ ori tv. 
Ths papulation of Ozaons an~ Mundaa accupv the second 
and the thlzd ploce zeepect.tva ly. 



·• 1 ~. • ,.· Some regard Satctlsa as a sect in HinduiB!I. 

Tiwazl aaysa •It. sa zegazded es 'tte offshoo~ of 

Saiv~•._2 The fbll.-n of Salv.t.am wozoship Slv~ sa_ 

thaj.:r. God. Sonka~a •. the qJ:Sat \ladant.t.st. papula!!.la&d 

the Siva wonhlp. On the -othe:rhand • tho Va!GhnavJ.tea 

wo~:&hlp Vishnu aa thei2 Gad and the VoislmBYi&Hn WtJS 

f.f.-t. populaZ'S.sed b~ Ramanujo end than b~ Madhva. 

HlruJue who worship the Saktl (the fomale p.-t) of tho 

&od. m: Sive-Sakt1 mostlN £n the fom of Durga, Koll 

om;s called the fOllmmro of' Sakf..ism • 

Basldea the above th&"ee main at'JCto. in modazn 

time a certain soc tel end nlig iovs s tozmara havo been 

able to attl:act certain Hindus e•und them to fan 
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new groupe within Hinduism. It is veatt clea:r whether 

thrum groups can be celled new sects tn Hinduiellt but 

thla much is definite that JS:r:&ona belonging to these 

gJ:Oupa have c:e:rtoln cha rectert.sttcs in theh faith and 

belief which distinguish them fma common maaa of 

Hindut.em. Theze are a numbl!l r of' sects auch as 

Qallabhacharis. thaitanyJ.tas, Swam!. 1\teZ'Qatnle, Satnamle, 

2 
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Bramho Samajiato, Arya Somajia~ etc. these sects have 

eJ:ieOft hom the common source Hinduism but have maintained 

eepm:atB identities in tszms of belief, doct~i~ , ritual 

end outlook • 

the comon ptaees of .,_ship' in Hinduism aze 

the temples• wheze ntdde gods end goddesses. All 

Hindua,. J.l:reapac:Uva o¥ the1z ega end sax,. go to the 

temples and o ff'c= prayer to the Gada end Gaddeaaes. 

The Brahmins ge-nerally perform tie s.eligious d.tuela in 

the temple&. Tha:te alP numerous men with thaclemaUc 

personalities WD haw ub!ld t.o 8Xt%'1Cate the HlndulBII 

fmm eupezstltious beliefs end practice l!h Aen like 

SsnkeJ:Ochar.va. Ram Renoh• Roy • DQananda Sanswat1, 

Ramakrishna Panmahamsa, VivekanerPa and others have 

not onl~ t.ried to reform HinduJ.am but also pnach t~ 

Hinduism among tho masoes. 

Ctts-t.au.-,1 :x.: 
Of aU tte Samtt!c religions, Christianity has 

pnvad to be tha mast influential end has dominated 

a las-ga population of' the world specially the Westom 

WOJ:ld. But unlike the Hinduism it haa both ita 

o~igin and its fDundar. Chriatlan1t.y originated in 



the taachiftgs of Jesus. who ie zoegardsd by ~ist!ane 

as .the • san of God • and also the tme image of Gad. 

Unlike Hindus, the Ch~ist.tans bS11eve 1n ana aupzeme 

God, which hao pe-onality of Jesus. Chrt.sUanitlt 
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J.e baaed on ethics and bel .laves in particular ways of 

worship and prayer. Utce Hindu!sm it alSo bslfst~Bs l.n 

salvation and attar death llfo. 

U.ke ltinduism we fJ.ftd manN sects 1ft Chaat.ienity. 

Bmedl.J speaking, Cbristlane aze d1v1d ed into two 

sectea CetholScs and Peot.eatanta. ln a general way 

1 t can be said ttud the formu J:Spze santa the t~:adi

Uonaliets end the latt:ez- n fol."llllste. • The two aft 

divid:ed mainly on the queation of' author! t;,v of Ch.ac:h". 3 

Th& f'onser believes that Church ia the npreaentative 

of God on the earth and that God s:evaala his t&"Uth 

th"ugh it. The Church is • them fcne • a must for the 

aalvaUon ot' man end the Pope 1e the divine authM"lty. 

On the other hand, the Pmteatanta hold that man can 

dizectl.V eatabllah his zalatianahJ.p with God and the 

mediation of Chunh 1a not needed for him. To ~m 

3 



Bible !a ~he only eoUJ."CS of Chl'iet.ian belleta and 

pract1cee and only the authoz.oi trY of Bible ie to be 

accepted. HOtJGver, both tbsae two main sects am 

divided into feather smell aecte. Catholko are 

div .t.ded J.nto Roman Cathol:!ca and Eastem orthodox~. 

The Pzoteatanta a28 divided into Luthe~lena • 

Calvinists. Anglicans and so on ·tt:· 

Another 'feature ot ChriaUentty ie that it ia 
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p:con& to m.lasionary ectlvl tie&. But as frt~ as HindulfiiD 

is conceznad convetai.on as such has no place since 
" 

ti1e status of' ave~ individual is A~vacebly fixed 

b)' blz.th, nothing that he ma.v do or declai'G can bring 
'. 

about aftN change of the sort we ea11 convaJ:Sian. 

We find ChzoJ.stf.an m1aslona2Jf activities all over the 

world. They not onl.V p~ch their xsllg.lon but da 

some beneficial wozk like the eatabliehaent of achaole, 
' 

health centJ:ee, etc. Commenting upon the mla slonarlf 

activities in Chrf.etienlty and other zeliglona 

f'.L.K. H• aayat °Chd.atiertlt)f !srJp:ete -·to tli0,01onary 

act.lviUea. \4bile most baliavru:a of Asian tt1d othe~ 

czoada aea no such need to pza8fllyt1ae. rna me~tt 



of thle :I.e CG%"8 about others. The Christ:!en zecord 

of' fight!n9 against social injustice ia maze 

impzess1w than the• of eny other s:ell.glon. 4 Lite 

the teJilple among the Hindus. tbuJ:Ch is the public 

worship and praye z place • 

t1u~1stlanlty _ ~n lndl~ s 
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S..Vd.an chuoft:h was tizs t established at Aal.aba»: 

coast .f.n the first century A.D. Since tfeft miasion•J.e• 

fcom dlffeeant tlestezn counta1ea came to India and 

eatobl:lahsd their chUI.'Ch. Prior to nineteenth centu2y 

m.t.aslonuy acti.vit.tea we• canflnecl to South India 

onl,y. In the nineteenth centuzy. a ChriStian miaatonarl'• 

rathtn: Gossnee enta:ntd the td.bal azea of south-

central India and eatablishad a chuzrch at Rench.l. 5 

This was fallowed b.v the caming o t miaaionariea fm• 

othea countd.es to thS.S klbal zeglon. Gnduall~ tt. 

4 

5 



miaaionnriea became auccass¥ul ln converting marty 

t~:ibea into Chrlatianl t)f. 

·Now we· find a sizeable Chzisttan papulation ln 
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India. one. twentieth ( s., 53~) of td.bsl profS as 

ChzlatJ.a:U.t1f i.n I-'le. 6 Is there any eimileJ:ity between 

Ch:o.lstianitr f.n India and that ln the tlaat? Ofcouree 

then aze some aimilaZ'itl&a but thaze en some dlffezencea 

between the lndiert thrietltftltN and that of Wast. As 

we flftd various eects in Ctu:J.stl(ftlty in Meat. ao elao 

theJ:e exist ln Jndla many Chzol.stJan sects. Although 

Chriat.lanltlf bellevee in soae ethica1 wozehip t!.f'ld 

prayoJ:, there is a diffezence l.n qut11tv of faith in 

action. The t»storn ctu:ietf.o.na are membel."s of a ehuzch. 

attond funeftll. mazo~J.age and Christening cezemanJea. 

The Indian Christians axe difterent. Here moat 

Ch&"f.Btlans periiclpate in ancestor ~ship, pay hamags 

at tatnples. consult asuologeJ.'S, and oftsn celabcate 

two types of mazriage ceremonies ( Cbda Usn and 

indigenous). f'aJ: instance • tho ma= iege of a ChriStian 

Ozaans to a series of tnditional and Chris~ 

6 Vid,vaxothi• L.P., and Rat, B.K., rial Cultya ffJI'f'l&a i(Naw Dolhit Concept Pu itting Company • 
• p.237. 
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pmct.icee mixed togeth:Jzo. Before and attar the marriage 

cozsmany at tha Church 'the O.raona pncti.Ge several 

tJ:Bdit.ional cammanies such as J..oueani, Qddy khaeg, 

ed&narma, Maftl aenJe and so oft and eo forth •1 

The Indian nonlltemte and UlbaJ. Ch~i.stlans 

mix ;d,p indigenous practices end IPliefs with 

Ch:letian tituele and tteologr.. ThO Indian Ch.rJ.stlane 

aJ:S polythetet.tc. \18· ftnd tha absence of m!aslanaJ:y 

octiviey and thQ abSence of critical. examinat!Dn of 

J:eligious be.tia'fs. Further. the weotem Chri.st!ena 

terad to many to any other Chl'istlan. But among the 

. Indian ChX"i&t.ians we mJ:ely find euch ma m:-J.agae being 

celabzoated. A caste Chr.l.st.fan or e Christian tribal 

alwqs pzefe..a to many withift h.t.s caste cr trlba. 

Thus WD t.lnd that the&e is a mazk$d d£ftemncea betwsen 

Chzistienlty in India end ChrlatianltJ" in ~estem 

countr.lee. 

Animisu 

The tabel zollgiona ln India aJS z:ogazdecl by 

scholaft' · in many tezms. 5omG charecterise them aa 
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enimiaUc, while other call them oa !Q&;;iS!em and 

a~ill eoms o theJ: 2C!gard them ea Bonsai~. Tzolei 

aa~s • •r n the CeftSus of' 1 9Dt • the ta bale we • 

enumerated as anim.f.sUc • while in the 191 t: C~ ua thaN 

ware claaalfied as Uibat. en1mJ.ots.•0J Thoee who 

zegari tribal J.Gliglort as animie tk -· being influenced 

by Tylu•s theo~.v of Animism. The tea 'animism• 

.-ef'e.rs to •soul wo%1ihl.p'. AcaurcU.ng to Tylu, the 

pdmitive people wmrshi-ppsd both animate and inanimate 

objacte beCause they b!altsve that thaae objects taz.oe 

andt*ed with indwelling soul a. But Taylor •a theozy is 

discazded b.Y mang echol•s• J. TJ:Oitd., who made dl.zect 

obsezvat1on of Santal "llglon .. is of opinion that 

tha Santa! zeligiaus s.vetem cen not be explained by the 

thttOJ:lf of enimlam because T,ylor 'a apprca. ch 1a 

JtatJ.onalistic and .lndtvidualistk. It doe• not axplalrt 

the social baala of religion. FurthR, the thaary 

of' en!mleta doea not take into account the emotional 

aspect of religion. 

s.c. RO¥ characterise the tribal 18lig.l0n ea 

apj.riti.Bm. He g4vea a more definite Md clear-cut dati .. 

nj,tlon of tribal l'fJligion by aayiftg that it ia 

8 Troiel, J., I£tbtf J'i'"f!i (Columblat 
South Asia Boo a, § 9 • P• 40. 



'an o~:gen1zed syatem of opidt.f.sm aot on a background 

of vague anlmatism • • zscagnid.ng e supxeme deity, 

netuft1 and onceatu spirits end oeVOJral 1mpazosona1 

powars and forces.' 

According D.N. ~ajumda.r ths u!bal religion csn 

bo :tegarded as hDRiiE!• ln hiD study of Has ha 

found that their basic biiJlie t lios in an .lmp3rsonal 

19 

and supamatural powe-r, e force called Bange. It 

pervades all apace and is believed to taka any fom • 

shape. The Hoe have dtn:iwd tile idea of Bong a 'From 

tha mysterious object m:ound themsolvea. Rajumdar J.a 

of view that i.t !a also aPPlicable to the zelig.!aus 

boliofs of t;ho Rundas ami Sentale. But Troiat says. 

0 it fatls. to desc~ibo Strttalc' pe:ceptian eftd reletion

ship with their Bongas.tt10 

The T.ribal Religion a 

r~.K. Bose atatee that one of the universal 

feature of tribal faith in India is that all beings 

aze supposed to be and owned with a living a phi t. 

'D 

Roy s.c., ll£mm f§l&yun Qnd Custg~ (Calcutta; 
lndustz1 PEeas. ~28 • p.4. 

TJ.'Oisi, .Re.•£&1•, p.243. 



Animals and plan~e, rivera and mountalno, are no 

exception to this J:Ule. Tha dead t#ho have opparentlN 

left ua cu:e pt tdth us and it is thmugh zemembnnce 

end ze11g:l.ou& offerings that tiES have to renew our 

JrGlet:l.anahipa with them on d., occoaiona. What is 

sJ.gnificaftt J.n the t•lbal sl ig ion, ozo •an!mit:t't.f.c • 

beliefs. of ou~: brethnn, the Rundaa, the Santala, the 

Orette la that the t'ltala' WOJ:ld Ia peopled by aplzolts is 

thus J:1!:tld~d holy • .,tt So like H!ndus the UlbelfJ 

believe in zrebhth o¥ soul. 

Thus the. tJ:>iba1 paople worship theu anceBtol!'s• 

eaulo end tho itetunl obJects lite •· rivers, raauntaJ.ne, 

tr:aas, and the !.dentical bad.les lile sun and moon. 

Like any othel:' u!bal people of lndle, the Oraons, 

f4undaa attd SantelS are gowrned bN the df.ctatee of' 

tha supamatuzel world. They ~sctisa both anceate 

w0%'ehlp end the \GJ:&hip of the natural abjecte. 

They have f'lve tiece of' gada an:l gaddea•s. Ttey 

worship supreme God • tha village det.tlB a and the 

household delt.f.ea. They ha- their own nllgiaua 

11 Bose. N.K •• Tribgl L,A,t) in lnd'l (New Delh1a 
Notional Book Trt.~Jt of India. t 7t), p.63. 



opeciolJ.ets, who perf'azm. zoliglavs dutiea in pzescribed 

manns£>. Hc:sweve~ .. unliJce Hinduism and Chri.atiani~. the 

tribal zel.l.gi.on profeasoe a belief in the P"Pitlatlan 

end WROhi.p of a host of suparna.tAu:al pGt~~ers which am 

supposed to be benevolent, tltile othu:s an malevoJ.ant 
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and pZOpitiatad out of fear. In Hindu!$m and Christianity, 

God lG pzopi.tieted not out 0~ fear but lave. The euper

nmtU%81 baJ.ngs of tribal 1"91 tg ian have ~nly lac al 

algn-i.,icence, while. ChrioUonlty claims to be a world 

J:Dliglon. 

The td.bals have en atoboJ!ete s,stem of village 

wora-.ip ~nbed 1ft tho aac:.z:ed grove where the godlings 

o~ the villaqe raside. The grovo oonstets of a cluster 
. ~' '·. 

of uaas and it is !l.,boo to cut them dolfn. V1dyarih1 

soya, •Among the Munda,. ltD and Ozaon u.f.bes there are 

only eal tzna 1n tho g:ova. f\mong the Santala then 

an aarjam uoes. It 1a known aa Sarna t~Dang the r-tundae 

and Oroona end Jahera a:Jang the Hos and Santala.•12 

12 Vldya%'thi1 L .P. 1 and Ral, B .K. t lfP Idtfia 
Culpap gf 1f1'• (New Delhit Concept Pu 1 hf.ng 
tompanv, t 98 , p.2ss. 



The we.y they. wozoahip thei&- God t'f'ld, &addeasee 

1e d.iffezent 'fa~m thf.tt ,of' Hindus and thd.etians • ....._,___ 
They sacs:if"lcB artimals like goa,e. aheap, calves. 

buf'fello~s. pigs. etc., tefcae their God. The aac~lfJcea 

aze po.rfamed by their sligious spec:la11ats who an 

genel'all,v elder people. The wo.n and young s:aople 

eze eat apart fJ:Om the ecena of' tOrahip. It 1& «mllf 

efta~ marriage 01: dlen one becomes a fetter that a 

gourtg tribal general)N etazote partJ.cipaUng in JBllgloua 

activities and acqukes a knoiledge ~ tbese th.lnga. 

So age end aex aze s!QnJ.ficant cJ.>lted.a tlltich go to 

datumine the religiaua Paz"ticipaUon and activities of' 

the tzoibal J:eligJ.on. 

Uke H.f.mtuia and Chrlstien.l.tN• we find the 

chaZ'lsmat.tc laade&'!t among the tdbBa J.n lnd.t.a. F'ar 

example • Bhea A end a among the Nundas and leaders of 

Bhagat mavement tPong the Stlntelo. Oraons and other 

uibaa. BJ.raa Munda was a man with Char!8!1Dtlc 

pezsonallty. His fellow tJ:ibala believed hill aa having 

divine qualitlea. BiZ'Sa Munda attempted to purify 

the td.bel zeliglon. tta pmsachad e9~nat belief in 

aplrlts o~ Bhuta, anlmel eacrJ.fica, d~ink.ing of liquor 
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end o~luu.• Ammozel prec:tl.cee exletlng on the tri-.1 

zrel.lgian. Due to his chormmatlc Jl'r&onal.ity • he cauld 

get large numbers of follows J.G. 

Theze are two aspects ~ tribal zel.t.g!Ona 

uanecendentol and pngmattc •
13 

The uanacendantal 

aapact nfea:s to the long tezm. tslfe1'8 of 1fte society. 

maintenance of ins tltuti ana. contJ.nu1 ty of society ·. · by . 

pmpeJ: passage of lndivlduale thaough the life ClfClea 

fnm fmPGftdiftg bhth to the dspariuze of soul. The 

pragmat~ aspect zefe• to the tabals • search tor 

pe~onal benefits. for J.amediata needs and M individual 

welfare. 1'he Hlftdus tend to maintain diff'e.IBnt forms. 

praoti tiona:&-a • and be hav ioUI" pattem i'or aach of 

these two aspects of rellgian. Tha transcendental 

aspect la meinlJf in keeping af ths highR jati8 and 

the pragmatic J.e !n the chan9J af lowe. On the other 

hand the tribal people do not maintain two dl.atl.nct 

comp1axaa. They tend to uaa siiiUa:l' f'Orlla • pracUctioners, 

and pattezna far both functions of zellgton. Both 

13 Mandelbaum, David, G •• iE"iJ ~~ lndi 
(Bombayt Popular P~:akaah&n, 1 T, p.S • 
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tribals and Hindus hsl!Pva 1n aacet.icfsm. Aacat1ciem 

J.e usuol4' J:G&pected b,v -tr1bes.en aa a powerful ~ay of 

exeJ:Ung pnaaure of ceJ:'tain Gods but lt ia not elevated 

as the eup9me psth as tj11Gng the Hindus. 

Thus w aee maJ OJ: aimilal"ities and d.t ff'e xe nee a 

between the wider religions like Hindu !em and Chzoiatlenity 

on the one hand and the tJ:ibal ze lig.t.on which I.e 

~bJ.cted only to ceJ:ttaln 19gi one on tha otha~. A a we 

have said eal':ller" the tribesmert a- eur:ounded bv the 

majority of HJ.ndue, and the forme ere conacloualy 

adopting tha elemGnts of supa.-icw Hindu is. And the • 

e1emants have mixed up so t.f.ghUy 1o1lth tribal cultuJa 

that 1 t makas a little d.lf¥icult to d.l ffetentJate the 

tribaa tnm Jati people. 

lntaractionss 

The impact of HinduiSm on tr:J.bal ~ ig.t.an .ta 

manifold. Hindu lnflusnce is bBing obBeS'V&d on tha!J: 

belief e,ystams. attitude towards auper natut:"al pawue, 

zoituala, allgiaua ceremonies and festivals and ED 

on. EaZ'lier the wlbea t attitude touaJ:ds tha myatadoua 

supeznatura1 pat~Gn and beinga was ona of "vammUel 



fee~t. The idea of gads lfith benevolent nature might 
, ' 

have come to thelJ: mind when they coma in contact with 

higher cultuze such as HJ.nduiam.14 They have &ftlarged 

their pantheon by includl.ng Hindu Gods and Goddesses 

lilat BPP!Ch M1(fb Dyrga, lal&• Ho"YJ!ID,• LofslbmA• etc. 

In certain places they reed the SBJNices of Hindu 
·,. 

zellgioue special lata in tie worship of ca ~ein prle 

and pe~emiftg rit-uals liko birth. IDQ'riage and deeth. 

Their ttaVS of' vonhip of deitisa an also moulded by 

Hlndulsnt. · 
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The tzibel nllgloue apaciallet& before parf.-mJ.ng 

any religious duty purify them$elvea by taking bcith.15 

o~ certain occasions they chant aanvee lilce •fJIU 1!!!1• 
. . 16 

Uod ill which oze of Hindu origin. The Hindu 

influence has led: to the CIC cur~ce of J.el Jg 1D ua 

14 

ts 

16 

Roy, S.c. • Qgpn ffltgmn and Cu!toma (Calcutta& 
tndusuy Pzeas, ·1 a • p.2. 
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movemeM:e 11~ Bhsa ~unda. Irma Bhasa.t arid Kb8J!!IE• 

These movements pzoima~U~ aimed at to zefons the t~lbal 
zeligion which was embedded with atpeJ:Stitious beliefs 

$rtd p~ac•Jcea. The hade~s of these rafc:wm moveiJIBnt.s 

have asked thai~ f811ow ulbae men to tJi.us up ilae belief 

1n bhute e apir.f.ts. t-.tlt.chcZ'aft. anlmel aac ... ifi:e, 

taking of' alehoho1 at the Ume o·f' wo~shlp md so on. 

The f'estwale of the td.bals aze uauauv aaaociated 

wlth J:EJ1igiaua z.1tuals. Bse1des the)' pe2:,_,.m the Hindu 

festivals li.lce !vah!!.ib J!&gll, Bamnavw. etc.. thl!lf 

ps&-fcma thai ... W8d1tlonal teatlvel.S in Hindu pat~zn. 

1bs Hl.ndu &el!g.laue. cut ts l!ke Vaishnavism ard •Bhekti • 

hew exerted gzeot infl•n:e upon tho tribala. Yaz> 

instance in the Panc:h Pacganas a number of wall to do 

Aundaa have adopted the faith of thalZ< moze civilized 

Hindu neighbauH bv pe~fozmance of Valahnava fom of 

nligian. t 7 Thus. • see the intaa:actian be tween Hinduism 
' and T~ibal zeligton. 

is very .strona 
SinCe the hold of thd.stlan.f.t,y in thla ana~he 

interaction betwaen tribal J:a1 t.g.t.an end Chri.aUenltv la 

obvious. The canve~ted Christiana aJ:e the mamba~ a of 

17 RGrt S.C., Ibid., p.99. 
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denominationized Church and b!lJ.eve i.in Jesus as thsi2 

supreme God. · they Pbl' an:d womlp J.n the way that. is 

ptescribed in the 'Bible• and also practise Chd.eUan 

festivals 1J.ka Ch•l.stmsn. Eae~ • All Ssi.nta D~q etc. 

At the eametime they haw not given up the tndi.t.t.onal. 

beliefa and customs. The Christian td.ba1• eti11 

ttOrehlP tha.lr snce-at0%'a 1 spbits and the belJ.ef J.n 

wttchca-af't £G vezv stzong even toda,v. They pa:w:tm:m two 

types of marriage artd two types of f'uneral cezemoniee -

·one in tribal wav and the ather ln th•iatian wa~a. The 

reason bahlnd the existence ot the elements of' two 

J:Bl.lgiona lo that the m!S eianl[Jd.ea allow the existence 

of 'those traditional elsllfinlta wh.fl:h do not co• in 

dhact conf'lict with the thr1aUan faith. Thus, it can 

be said that tha South Central India has been the 

playgnund of three •eligiona- H!ndulem• Chrlatlani~ 

end Tribal zeligion. 



5gCIAL CJf&fi§E 8MOJIJG Tfl: TRII£5 Qf SQUTH 

CENTRAL. JNDIA t SANIAL •. MW!PA AND ORADN 



SOCIAL CHANGE AMON& THE TRllE S Of" SOUTH 

CEf!lTRAL INDIA 1 SA~AL, Mur,JDA AND ORAON 

No society is fbund to· be etaUc end so also ita 

culture. The v:J.bal society and cultw:e have undergone 

seveu:ol changea in course ot time. In a p~viaus 

chapte~ we hava 'found that aeve&"al acholers have descJ:ibed 

haw the waya o., life of t•J..bel communities aze under

going changes. They have pointed out the causes behind 

tha• changes as HinduJ.zatl.on, Sanakaoittzation, Tzo.lbs

Caate COilt.f.nuum, Tr1bal-RaJput Continuum, Revitalization, 

Bhagat movements, Christianity, U:dlanlaaUan, lnduatria

lization, COlllmUnit.v Devalopment P.,grsmmoe etc. We 

ehall nChl dJ.ecuas about thJ:Ba factoz's i.e., Hlndulzation. 

ChrLeUanltv and lndustzolaluaUan ceaponalblG for the 

t~:anaformatlona in zel.lgJoua, aoctal, political ertd 

ecanom.ic life of thzee tdbea naaely, the Santal, Aunda 

and Orson of south-central India. 

The above three tribes, at .,_aent, do not live 

in isolation. Tho.v have since lung back been in contact 

with thai .. eur~ndJng Hindu population. The contact 

conditions led to the adaptation of Hindu ways of life 



by these tr:ibea. As a J:esult chan•s in eveJ:y aspect 

of life of tha vibes cane forth. Sachchldanarda. K.s., 
Singh, L.P. Vld,ya~:thi and mmy othel.'e ahaze the view that 

thB extant of accultumtJon in all ephe1'8 via., language, 

ecoftDIDy, zel.lglon• folklozoe has been considerabliJ. 

Like Hinduism, Cha:J.st:ianity has bean an impo~tent factor 

of cultuJ:'81 change among those tribes s-ince the Bzoitish 

rule. In 1845 ChriGt!sn oieslOftaJ:.tea, ftJr the fiJ:Bt time, 

entas:ed Chatoncgp.- ezea.. Since then the mioaiona~:.l.e s 

of various drmom1nations haw been succeaaf\tl in convezt-

l.ng the trJ.bss .t.nto th:istim1ty. ThB maJority of tribal 

Christlens Jn th~ a"a aJ:e Catholics and Pa:oteatanta. 

a1n middle lnd.la, in Bihar, one-tenth ~ -total tribal 

population is Chri.st.lan. In tens err triba.,.ise 

diauibuUon the highoat number ia among the Khariaa 

(two-thirde), Rundaa (one-fourth) and O~raana (ona-.founh)! 0 

The Santal Ch~:iatian population in south-central India 

occupies the next place. Besides Hinduism and Chriatio

nit,v, the industrJ.elizatlon p~caaa D another facto~: of 

change in the society of' theaa tribe a _..d their cultuxe. 

1 Vid,varihi• L.P., and Ra.t, B.K. • lh! tribal, 
Cu1SUU af lfJl• (New Dalhit Orient Publ.lah.fng 
Company, 1985 , p.459. 



Since .l.ndependenca the pace of industz:La.lizatJ.on hoe 

been acceltu:atGd. Aany indust~.tea have coiDB up in the 

t&-lbal ezeaa of South Central India. So, wa shall now 

dlacusa in details the changes that have coma up ln 

zellgioua, social, economic end po11t1eel life of tha 

Santal&t Aundas and Draona. Haze aaclal change ie 

described In zelative nther that"~ abGolute terms. This 

is because vaditionel elements continue to pe.rsist 

among -tho tzlbes which have undergone social change. 

Chan gee J.n Religious t:larld 1 

The relJ.gian of the t.bzee: tribes a ~al, Oraon 

and Munds J.e composed of' tMae eleuents- ttB wOZ"shlp 

of Gads end apil."its. the rituals, and the totemic 

ceJ:emonies. They worship dl¥fezent spid. ts. Thalr 

sac~d belJe f in spJ.ri ts has led to en !mma. F'OJ: them 

animals, planta., tzeaa., ponds, z:J.vere, stz:uee, hills, 

ate., a1t11 all abodes of spirits. Tte dead persona an 

no except.lon to this. They live through the aoule. 

In thie contex~ Vidyarthl obaervea, •the tribala believe 

that disease, famine.. acazolty of water. low ~e~111t¥ 

of sou. low pmductlon of cmps. high .lrcldence of' 
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death, ate··· ell theae happen onlv tllhen the evil spirits 

ere· not wushippsd prupef:ly and tha eacd.fiees aJ."B not 

made t1mel,v."2 Be$~des belief& in poterful aphlts, 

the Santata, f.landas end Oraane believe f.n taboo. 

totemlsm • magic • sorcazy end anceotor worship. 

The Sentela, Mundaa end OIL'aona believe 1n and 

wo~hlp five categories of pde e deltiaa. The fizet 

ia eup•ms de.ity. Tha·ae aze J&oa BenSI (Munda). 

61£8!1 IYh ozo Qmdo B9Dsl oa- Jtmkur Jiy ( Santal) and 

Ghl£81 (Oman) • These a:e bslJs.vad to eafeguar:d the 

people end they an w ... lppad by the whole cammunity. 

The help of t:hose spidts 1s sought 1n hunting,. flahing 

end .egri.cultu.nl puzosuita. Thay m:e consf.dezed aa 

pntocUve spirits by these tribes. The second ctasa 

of gods aze presiding deities of the village. which 

an nenaed ae= Jaber &a by the SmntaUJ , Hgfjy BC!Q91 

oza 4Abar §u;u by the Mundaa and GhaJ,g Paqhgbq or 

P11ba blf ths Omons. Tteaa spirits aze raga~ad aa 

pmtectore of the village. The third catagoriea include 

2 



the household da1t1es. Thase hOlllehald deli:les aze 

generally their ancestatal spirits ettd 81fJ believed to 

reside . J.n the house. Tttese em known sa On Bl!lall 

emong, Mundae. JAD.!15bl Pat=hchg amt 'hlgp Nad emoftg 

Oreons and Qpk B!n9D! GDOft9 'the Santals. The tribes 
a . 

hsval\s'UOng _ belief in the benevolence ·of these 

spiri. ta. Ce rtei.n at he.: spir.f. tn al'B believed to be 

present eve~whera 1 in tnee. ln atotee• in atzeaae. 

billa etc. These el.etitental and neture gads axe called 

JN£\1 Dgnqga blf Hundoo end Santale• end Blm• Sgtbohla! 

bN' the Oraons. The td.bea believe that tthen these~. 

api~J.u a• not .ershlppsd pmperly they will cadl!le 

calsmJ.Ues like dlsaase. death, famine, fetluze of 

They a~ elSD afraid of hm:mful a phi ta . . 

like Shute which. they beliave, ctWSO diseases like 

st;~all pox. favs r. etc. The .,,,th · categor3t ot goda am 

protecting deities of certain famU.laa. Thus, i:ha Santals, 

the f4undaa and the Ol'aone ., zship both benevolent and 

* malevolent deities. 

• Nate 1 I have taken ell the abO\'D mentioned 
nemea of ditfezent deities of" the Sattel•• Mundaa 
and Dnons fmm the vo:r:ka of L.P. Vld~arth1. 
S.C. f!o~,. J.N. Maden and D.N. MaJumda~:. N.K. Dose. 
K .N. 5elt8Y• J. Tn!Sl. etc. 



Apazot from their belief Jn natu%'81 objeeta as 

having supematural powers the tJ:.f.t. amen J.'8Cogn J.aa 

theizo J:Glatlonshlpe with the animals end plants in 

the fo~ of totem. The Santol.S • Mundae and Oreana 

have their totemic clan&. Theu elena az.e naO,d 

after plants or artimalo az matazf.al objacta. which 

they always •oard aa eacJ:Od. According to Vid,vanhi 

and Rai. •All these i::l'ibea consider that the totemic 

p1ants o_. animals have helped or PZDtucted their 

reepecti.ve anceatore of the clan cance:med or have 

pnvad to be of soma~ peculiar use or service. The 

people show zsvazence for and do not dastmy their 

totemic objects. They el.So _,f:f:ain f.mm eating their 
. 3 

fhl te or flowed. a 
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The religion of theae tri.bes like Hinduian • ie 

embedded with rituals. The pel'tormanca of tne rituals 

give them gzoup feelings. So the J$lj,gi.Dn atzengthena 

their eoctal solidarity. Apart hOm this there te a 

close releUonship bstwen their nagico-zeliglous 

practices on the one hand and the econollic activities 

on tha other. Agricult..u:e 1e ~h dominant economic 

activity. They know that a variety of' danga~a are 

involved in their agr.t.cultu za1 task. The dangers l.f.fca 

3 Vldyarthi,L.P., and Ra1, B.K., U.•£&1.•• p.24S. 
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fa1clure of cmpa, draught. flood, etc. an believed 

by them to be caused bv ceztain apJ.ri ts due tt» the leek 

of proper WOJ!'Ship. To appease theaa spirits the Santal. 

Mundaa and O~SanB have e so~iea of seesonal rites and 

festivals, which mark the difte.xent pezl.ods ot their 

ag;ricultu~l year. 

The zeligiaua wrsbip is mainly congregational. 

The tribes secrJ.fice the animals like fowl, goat, 

sheep, pig• etc., befozoe thou gads. The ot'te~lng of 

and drinking of rice bee.zo is part of thai~: worship •. 

Ths,v have their religious epecia11ata who off lciete the 

r.t.<taa~ Among the r-tundas and Oraons the ~Sl igioua 

headman is celled P&tjmt and is &esponsible ''* 
religious matters ln which ha has gnat 1 nfluence end 

pzeetl.ge. The Santsl village priest ia known aa N•k· 

Apart f'zom the vazo!ous fostivels the tr:J.bea perform 

:gitee-de-R§!b9!. such aa birth, marriage fl'td death 

cezemonies. The SattelS. Mundas and Or~ an 

endogamoua gaupa. They marrv within their tribe but 

outside their clans. Both monogamy and potyg&Dy axle~ 

among these three tribes. 

The traditional religion of Sff\tala, Mundas and 

Ozoaone is now undezogoing chan~. The W:ay· tbe ~ 
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..- J:eligioue P28Ctieos have undezogone changeo ind.lcates 

that the Sentala, Rundas end Oreana have been greatly 

influenced bN the HindUS and Christian aia.sioner.tss. 

The c""stant contact with the modezn cultuze "ea 

resulted . .in dlvesa changes ln theia- Ml.f.gioutt pncUcea 

and beUefa. Hot'lf8ver. the coze of' pd.miU\8 cult 

practices still dominates the~ Z'Bliglon. 

We sew that the wibal peapl.e have their Otn pantheon. 

Still the1f eze blended with othe~: t'aithe of non-tribal 

nslghbou•a. EffectJ.ve· omong all these aJS Hinduism 

and Christianity which ha.ve put their seligion in 

melting pot. Tho impact fl'r Hinduism has beon felt fen: 

se"az-el ce~ttuzoJ.ea. vhazeaa Christianity ls a modazn 

farce. c centuey old. Their impact is seen an the 

d.t.ve~e beliefs and rituals pzevelent EJDang the Santele. 

Rundae end Oraona some of whom have fOrsaken theizo 

traditional J.Gligion and emb1'Sced a new one. Some 

others eJ:B following zefa~med version of their own 

zelig!an. 

D.&. Mandalbaua writes. •The transition in 

religious outlook shifts e tmtaeaman fm• a close atd 

unknowable Coamoa to a vaat universe that is unknowable 



in all .lts J:eaches.•4 The Santals. Rundas and Ozaona 

have anl.orted thei :r pantheon bv including Hlndu gods 

like Rams. Aahedeva, Duga, Kall1 etc., They al$D use 

certain wo-e for thelr dei~iea vhJI:h have caae tzom 

Hinduism.. Tha wozd JbpkMJt Jiy ia not a Sattel word but 

has beert taken f'J:Om Saneka-J.t. A similar tendsu:y has 
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ben obeazved among the tr1ba1s wten theN ind.lacriminatelv 

appl.v the H.lndu •ard Ibaf&u& end· ~ho nnunda word S!na• 

Jagnpa to ~iz high Gad l;&dA u when '-H la 

syncsoetisad with the Kt.ndu deity. Thay call Rf!J'Da under 

the f!amg. Ga!JdJI • and when they accept ot~esr gods end 

goddesses thev gene rally give tribal name •• • 5 · Sachch.ldanands 

gives an elabozeta description o'f the Hindulzotian SDong 

Oreana. He writes, •oreana have started perfozming 

Swami puje in Sawan (Jum-July) and ot.,er a goat at 

Davi aandap. The Poh~ (priaat) loads the WOI'&hlp 

4 AandalbaUJD, D.G.. ffjfjtv &g i"''• (Bamba.yc 
Popular Pzakaahan, -81-• p.B • 

5 Raha, A .K. • "Religious Belic'fa and Pmctlcea Among 
the Santala 11 

• ln. U.K. Ray and A .K. Daa. ed.a•• pa S! t~i» §lntr:3 (Calcutta: Cultuzal Reaea.-ch 
nstitute of Schft uled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

Government of Weat Bengal. 1982)• pp.4s-4G. 



parfm:mad with incense, rJce-beaJ:, gur, ghBe • ven.Uion 

and bar paua. A few Orson vouthe leazn f.tanbae end 

worship Hindu delties.•6 

Thaaa Mundes, Onona and Santels, who have become 

members of Hindu jati system, use tho services of 

Bntamine in the P'J:fot:mence of aoJ.taa and ~itual&. TheN 

pe:rfon the buth, mar:riage ~~td death ceramonlsa. Due 

to the lmpoct of Hirtduiem cer~al.n rellg lous moweme nts 

have taken place -aaong these tribeo. These et:e called 

Bhagot l'DOVGmenta among tho Dnona, KhnJ.Ver movenent 

amcmg the Santols Md Bkse M....Sa movements among the 

Mundaa. These 1l20\tmosrt~a. have rafomed the trJ.btUI in 

a numbez of -.vs. Undw the 1mpaet ot thesa mawsmente 

the tribes have gave up same of tte tJOCisl vica a auch 

as drinking liquor, criminal activit lea and have adopted 

zeapactable habite. 

The adaptation o¥ a number of Hindu deitJss, 

festivals. cuatOIIS• and concepts, h01118var, has not 

Sachchldanendth De. C!!ma&79 Ryndp (rJaw Delhit 
Concept Publishing Company • p.39. 
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changed the bosic character of the seligion. Tho belief 

in bongaa ls still etrong. Similarly the mae-t 1mPGZ'tant 

annual teat.lvale end rites oi1 passage axe observed in 

many Santal, Draon end Runde villages. Though GDmB 

Sentela, Aundaa and D:raane have conve:rtad to Hinduism, 

this doea not mean a complete break with their &Bl"lle:r 

nligJ.auo t:radittans. In spite of their borrowing 

eleDBnta i'zom Hinduism, tMy have p.t"ea&!frved the essential 

core of their -l.tgious t:reditian. 

As to the impact. af Ch2isUanity • saw that 

various echolpe have viewed the ~isUenity ae an 

important factor ln t:ranafo:rmlng the z:elJ.g ioUS bel J.efs 

of the tabals. The Christian sections of ths Onon,, 

Aundas end Sen tale have given up be~tef 1n vBJ:'loua 

supernatuzal apir.lts. Th8,v now believe ln and worship 

Jesus Chsolst as the on4t God. They practise the zltaa 

of' passage and caremonlea in Chl'iatian ways. Ttey 

pezfom Otd.stlan f'aetlvala such aa Christmas •. Eaater, 

All Salnt11 Day, etc. 

The scholars who have stud led the Chris t.f.an 

influence on Santals. Mundae and Oraone. however, have 

found the continuity CJf traditional zeligioua e].Omente 

among the conva.rta. Tha belief end practices whJch do 
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not contradict the thzolet.lanity continue to ·exist. 

Roy thaudbuqt, who has stud1sd the Santela o., Sant:al 

Pargana, zefttrs to ctttte 'fac~ that old and honoured tz'J.bal 

custcas eze still contlftU!ttg in tha tan IJ.js a of the 

Chzlstlan Santels' unless they 81.'8· in dlJ!fJct confllct 

t~ith Christian ftllth.. The birth of' a child J.a follo•d 

by s.oae kind of purification o'f hause, bathing, 

festivals as ont0ft9 fton-Chriat!en Santals. Even dud.ng 

oickneos the old of the custame_. ojhe £8: eought.•7 

Slmil~ly s.c. Rov he a commented. 0 TJme honoured custom 

of clan-exogamy haa not been interfeaed. Ae much of' 

the old tJ:ibal custom at buth, marr.fsge and death aa 

en not inconslsttmt with thr.fll tien doctrine: is el.lowed 

to zemain. 08 Othe~ta li.ke Sachchld'Sftanda, K.N. SahQ• 

R.o. Dhon, N.ll:mel Aln% hove egzeed to the above fact. 

Thue conveztad SaJ"&tala. Mundaa and Ozaona precUae twa 

typaa o¥ zellgiaua beliefs an:l pzactl.cea. 

7 

8 Roy, s.c., •n. £ffecta on the Abor.lgJ.naa of 
Chotanagpur of their Contact with l'lestezn 
Civilization"• Man ln ll!ilp. vo1.62. no.t. 1982• 
p.92. 
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APd~ fJ:om thai r cant act w1 th Hindus aftd ChrJ.etien 

m!ae:loneries, these t1u:'ae ~zoibe& have been exposed to 

the pJ:Ocess of lndustr-1a11.aetion • .-h!ch oleo, to a great 

extent. caused changes 1n their rel1giaus outlook and 

be1·1efa. Accos:cU.ng to P .K. Dee Gupta, the Jaherthan cr 

majhi than 1 ahrinse foJ: the Sent:al.S l.n Chl.ttannJan 

lnduaulal complex ceased to exist. 9 L.P. VJ.d,azthJ. 

has also obSflzved that the tnd1tianal c)Cle of' eituale 

end tesUvale hsa heeft d.f.S!ntegr:a\ing in Ja11ShedpuJ:

.f.nduscf.al aaea. 1'ha t•lbae continue to pnctisa tha 

ca~ elJ.gian. thaJ' believe in Hindu gods and 

. goddesses and hold idoaa 11ke pudt.y and pollutimh 
10 thaoq of Kama_. etc. In the lnduatJ:ial towre and 

cities_. soe sections of the Aundas, Oreana end Santale 

a.a not mllgiaus minded. They hold aeculq out laak 

end do not 1110ZShip oz believe in any gada or apl&'ita. 

In recent pare there has been a newly awakened 

intaH'StS In ze11Qioue festivalS end Jrt identifying with 

9 Sea, Daa Gupta, P.K •• •tmpac~ of lndustr1a11zatian 
on Td.bal Lif'a•, in, Qpbnpolgg1sa1 .ha!x ott lm!&t 
vo1.13, 1964, pp.85-1 • 

to VidlfaZ'thi, L.P., •lnduat.rJ.aliaeUan and Change ln 
Chotanagpus-•, in, P .D • Shu• • ad.· • II!! fiiRD!J · :ft•M &o ChgteaapY£. (Ran: hit Na.f.tJ:gee Publ.t.c:stions, 

BD 1 p.152. -
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their tnd:ltional J:Sl.J.gion. •r.tany educated f.1undae 

claim Saznalam as their aeUgion. In UZ"ban cent•s 

too the tribal festivals of Sal."hul and Karam aJ:B 

cel&bhtacl with gPat: enthusiasm. This nt~Y ts due to 

1t the zoasurgonoe of othniclty.• 

Chane '" Social Strur:tu•, Organizations and 

lnsU.tut:lDftat 

Soctel life is vazy eaaential ta human life. It 

is baaed on the sac 1ol phenomena such e a aoc !a1 organ .f.

zatlons, social intaJ:ac't!one. social. oxder, economic 

institutions and eo on. Jt involves the "• of gmuplng 

ettd nntd.ng of people fDzo car%)'1ng out of vsJ.oua 

activiti.ea, to~: cammoft existence sharing .t.ft cODDan 

aotivitiae under the bonds cf rolatlonehip. It ie a 

vab of relationship between var.faus social orgsnbaUana 

and individuals. The td.bal people- hevs their O'-ft 

ways of lite that aakes thai r sacial life apacific in 

natun. The,v have the.f.J: own social suuctuze and 

oJ:ganiaattons. · All the tribes in India do not have 

tt 
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same GOcial design. · HowevSZ'• one soc 1a1 phanomsnon which 

.a find i.n social life of evsz:,v trlta is that their 

cociel otgMlzoti.ons a=s ini:eminglad with each othezo, 

viz., eoclo-economic, oac.lo-pclitlcal, rel.lgious-economic, 

eo on ~ so forth. 

On "he basis of' compaJratlve data .lt has been 

suggestt.td b)' T .c. Daa' 2 that tribal o~:genJ:!satJon in 

India reveal aaven types. H£e e•am»,atian J.a bosod on 

the type. of urd.t end thai!." selat ionSif.ipa. These seven 

tvpe s e2'3 illust~:ated bel.Olfll t 

1. Tribe - Local Gl:oup ... F'amUJas 

2. T.ri.ba - Clatta - r alliltea 

3. Tribe - Roitiats- ramiljsa 

4. T%-ibe - Phrautaa - Clans - Faailfsa 

s. Tribe - Pk:tf.tlee, Phratrlea - Clans - fam.UJ.ea 

6. Tzoibe - Sub-Tribes - Clena - FE~Dilma 

1. T~:iba .. Qens - Sub-Clans - fBDUJse. 

The Santalst Numlat:a. end Draons have tbs ..-c ia1 

otructUZ'B of Triba-tlana-Sub-ClunG - Families. Td.be 1& 

12 Des T .c., ttsactel OrganilUJtion of'. Tribal 
People0

, in, Jne .Jodtfi dPuvu'f.l gf Sczs•l 
~BE~• vo1.14, no.3. 3. 
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the bzooadeat gmup. They aarry inside their t~ibe. 

It is divided ln'to manlf exogamaue elena. The clan is in 

turn divided into numesoous oxogaaoue aubclana and the 

subclans am divided into exogamous famil.jes. 

ctJn Bihel: end \feet Bengel the Santale aze divided 

into t2 clans called 1PuJ.e• of which one is supposed 

to have disappacu.ed long ego. Evo~ 'paris' Js divided 

into sub-clone oz: eub-gmups,. 'Khunt' and number of 

Khunta J.n variaua 'Paaois' varies bOtwean 13 and 28. 

Thus th&J' eze in the pattem of the Tribe - Clan -

sub-Cleft - F'amill' • Individual. Tie Aundae, the Oraana 

and the HOe of ChotanagpUS" have mare or 1aaa the same 

daslgn. TheN are divided into exogamous elena a 1.e. • 

the Aundas and the KOs in Kills and the Onana in 

Gotor ... t 3 

f'amlly ls another wa.v of fozoming the group. The 

Sentals. Aundas end Oroans have patrilocal, patrf.lineal, 

patdazochal familiae. In zegard to the size o., the ftlmill'• 

both nucla.- and Joint f'snUiea aze found tPOng them. 

Thelf eze also divided into lineage gmups. ftemb! ze of 

ana lineage claim t:ham&olvea to have daacended from 

one anceatozo. 

t3 VJ.dranhi. L.P., and Rai. B.K •• Ib! Ij&bal tsa&tcYI! 
gf '\"!" (New Delhia Concept Publish ng Company, 
1985 • p.156. 
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Thus fmm the above discussion we get the 

pic.1a.u:e of WtJliB ot gnuping in thaix- sac.lal lif'e. Unlike 

Hindu society • the society of Sen tats. Muncie a and Os:aona 

ie chazactarlsad blf the abaenc• of SJCial atratlflca

tJ.on. Howavaz- differantistlon exists on the basis of 

age and eex. They lead e graup life in whJ.ch all tha 

merabe~:s aza raga~ed as equala • The J.ntl &.enft of Hindus • 

Chd.at!anlty t~td !nduswiellsatlan has bmught division 

and diaJ.ntegzoattan to thla homogenaus end undiv1ded t~lbal 

aor:loty. 

Mandelbaum sa~ ~t 11whert the tribe lmsn becaae 

Jati marabeZ"s they shift fNID &'Slatlw ecpalitN SIDOng 

kinamen towards the biH"archy in whb:h dependence la 

incumbent on ev81'lf one. Even those at a var.v ti:Jp of a 

Jatl ol.'der must depend on those lntsl'lm to them. Role 

specialization does .lnczease productivity end soclal. 

sU..tificaUcm does pmvids 1ncent1ve fttr aspiration but 

both requhe a gzeeter dependency than doaa tr. tribal 

no•". 14 The HinduiiiD led to the d 1v is ion of tribal 

aociaty- into Hinduizad ulbee and animist t1'iba a. 

14 Mandelbaum, D.& •• all•.liit•• p.SB6. 
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Sf.milorly convoraion to Christianity d lv.id sa the 

uibal eocle~ Into canve~tsd t2:ile a and n on-conve1:ted 

ones. 11te Hlnduidd trlbos and the tzibal Chzolsttane 

alWSlfO fttel supe:r.t.e to their fellow tribesmen. The 

Christiana en f\IS"ther divided into diffea.ent danomi

nat.lone such as Catholics end pzoteetanta. Thus 

Hinduism t#ld Chrlst.l.anlty caused the hieearchicel 

division in the saclety of SEntals. Rundas end Oraone. 

SimUazolu the impact of indusUielizetion on them led to 

social dJ.suganizatlon... vlalatlon of' SI)C is1 codes. 

eleckenJ.ng of kinship bondage and lass adhezenca to 

uaditionel noraP • 

The tribes \'~hen their tndltional social organi

zations became ineffective in aati&fying the needs of 

the members. mlgnte into indus t~1ol compleus. This 

out-mlgJ:atlon uaatcened the group solidarity of the 

community. This also leads tD sacial dJ.ffttrantiatian 

among migrants as tell as non-aignn ts. A eact !on of 

migrants .finds economic sscuriey by becoming permanent 

industrial worken. They improve thelz social statue. 

It adopts new cultural noJ:ma. It starts diffezentlating 

itealf tram auch of' ita k lnsmM who have not aehtaved 



that status. AB -a result of this dlttezantiat.lon 

normative pattern o t community loses "'a influence in 

contmlUng thelZ" be haviouZ". 1 5 
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Another a:l.gnlficaRt Ch8ftf! at the etzuctunl 1eva1 

may be noticed in the wideS" extensions in religiaua life 

of the Chriatktn village. Fo:&- exaaple • "A Satna Onon 

viJ.lage foJ:mad almost an J.ndependent unit l.n i'ta&lf having 

separate religious authorities and s.eczed cenues. But 

after comre.:s.t.on the &elig.ious iftteze s-ts of the village n 

remained ~ longer corrflred to thek awn village end 

epaclelly got extended aver large a&ees covezing those 

of the Parish• tho BhlkSJ:late, IUaka, D:loceaa. S,ynad, 

Ash-Dioceao. Anchal, tezd!nal and ., on td. th a 

hi.cu:azchy of prlcsta, rallgious euthari ties Sld sacnd 

centzea. This skuctural extension does not stop at 

village d.lau.t.ct or province level, but haa gone ¥er 

beyond thf.G country. •16 Thua Chr.f.stlanltll acted bath 

as a fozce of fission and fua1an. It, an the one hand, 

15 

16 Sahay. K.N., Yndf' the Sbodp :5 Cpt (Calcuttaa 
Institute o~ Sac el Research an Applied 
AnthzopolotV• 1976). p.4a,. 
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weaken-ad the tri.bel aallda:rJ.ty b~ creating caste-like 

gJ:Oups ln saciety and on the other strengthened inter

tribe relationship by b~inging diff'eJDnt tzibea undu 

one denomination and zeligion. 

ran:tha:r• the aignif.t.cant chan r;p is notlced in the 

J.netitutlon of famUy. The vadit lonal famil.v was the 

joiftt fam.Uy. f• the Joint fanJ.ly is divided into two 

o~ three saall femllies. These newly formed cennot be 

called nuclear 'family in the r.sel sense o¥ the term. 

The members af these famUies bava ell qrpea of nlai!ian

shipe with theizo kinsmn. The,v attend aU types of 

rituals and cezoemonlea. At the time of financial crisis 

they extend help to their kiname.n. So the Christian 

sectlana of SantalS. Mundas end D:raons and tho• llllho 

live in lndustrl.sl cities have all the fttatuze a of 

uediticmal joint i'e.mil.y except that they cb not shatB 

one kitchen = 11va under the same :roof. 

At tho level of cultural contents the Akhzoa and 

the youth dormitor.los weJ:G the important ins ti tu Uona 

of soctalf.zat1cm end training centres tJDang the Sm tala, 

Aundas and Onons. Now the Alchra, the youth doaito.l'j • 

uaditional dance and festivals have baon on the decline 



due to the impact of net~ J.deals, ethJcal velues and 1n 

geneml e new etv.te oi' 1lftl. 

Political activities exist in all aocieq. A 

sac.iet,v t:equirea some kind of sy ate m or mechanjsm to 
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govam and contzol its members othazwisa its ex-istence 

beca•a impossible. Hawver, all aa:.letias dO not have -

e.f.mU.- poUticel S_Nstem. The Sent.als, Mundea and Oreana 

have deve~oped thai&" own political aasoclations end 

egenciea. The Santela, Aundas and Omona have var Jaua 

kinde of pa11tical. aasoc.tatlons such es elda~:s, famll..faa, 

clan paup, village end tribal t:es:ritor1t• Each associa

tion extends same kind of contzol over ita aembeza. 

However. the aast poUtica14f significant •ong these is 

the v.l.llage. Each vUlage has a village caunc il which 

ex&J!'Cises canaidU"eble influence over the social, nllgtoue, 

economic e~fai:ra at the tribes. Tha village counc U is 

pnaided over by the pe:raon generally head of the 

communit.v. His office ia hezeditary among the Santals-

snd Oraona. The Aundaa rd Chotanagpu:r elect their 

headman. 
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Itt middle lmU.a the secular headman known 

among the Ozaons aa Aahato end among the Mundas aa 

Nunda. The Ranjhl 1a tho head of the Sen tal villaga! 7 

The Hadjhi act also as a zeligious head oi' the Santal 

commu~t1tv. Ttta village headman Ia en~zusted with 

political, Jud.lciel and zevenue poNI!lr:a. ThB Mahato, 

Runde and ManJhi among the Oman, Nundaa and Santals 

settle all types of' temf.l.J.al diapUt:es in the village and 

collect %'avenue f"or the Britlahere. The euthe1 '\Y of 

vUloge headmen among these t:l."ibaa started declining 

ejftce the British Z'Ule. The BJ:itlateZ'G intzu:luced the 

zamindarl ~stem which made 'the aamind are ell in all of 

the village. The village pancf1a.vata becema Jnaffltctiva. 

The village headman lost his powe~:. The Paz:gana or 

Parha panchBNata: among Sent ala, Nunda& and Oreana whk h 

consiated of many vlllegaa, have ceased to exist toda,v. 

Regarding the Hi.ndu impact an polU.fcal life of' 

the tribesmen Aandalbaum writes, "Tribesmen usually feel 

emall organization as subjects of a zu.ter OZ' a citizen 

of a state. But .d.th involvement Jn Jatl society they 

17 Vl.dyarthi• L.P.. and Rai• B.K. • AR•SiJ.t•• pp.206-0l. 
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becoue moJ:D opan to poll tical influence fraa outside, 

their corrmunitiea and thai&' own village affaire tend to 

become moze poliUci.aed. · Fact Jane and feuds alB not 

aba&nt . tram tribal sac tet,y but a111mca politics seem 
. . 18 

to be mo¥& pr:eva1ent: in jet! eaciaty .u This statement 

is very much ·t.we to the Hlnduiaed sec tiona of Mundaa • 

0 non and Santals. 

Tbe tJ:adlt!onal political organization at Sent ale, 

Mundas and Ozaona received a jolt when Christian misatan

az.l.ee ente~:&d the tribal azeaa. Besides thetzo zeligioua 

intezeats thq started takJ.nt part J.n village affairs blf 

active aealetance in secud.ng just:lca fbr the carwezte 

orgard.ziftg v.U~age mmJDlttsea like Aandal.ta, Samlttee,. 

. etc. The pa-ieata often become he ada of these ~g•i

aa~ian and vktua\ly cont~lled the villega affatze. 

In tbe post independence parlad inauguratJDn of 

statutory panr:hapta and later the panch~~Nati Raj aleo 

gave a set back to tnditJ.anal. panch.vata. The headman 

ie now elected and any villager can aeek alecttan. 

A"tar .t.ndependa.tce political conaciauanesa haa gro• 

t 8 Mandelbaum, D.G •• AR•.ti.U.• • p.S86. 
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conalc$•tabl¥• • They a10 natf swam of thek polit.t.cel 

d.ghts and dt.tU.Os. Those V.o aJ:B ., :rld.ng :Ln industries 

lu.niB became the membezoe of the trade unions and tale 

active part 1n union activities. Tha JhaJ:khand movement 

- the demand fOJt a sepezoeta tribal state - .,!ch at111 

c::onttnues, . .f.e e shining example of growing political 

aweu:eneem rJnang these ulbee. Rega:rcU.ng the impact of' 

the -.rld.ng of dSl!Wit:tetlc valtJDs and ideas in trdian 

cactety in general and tribal. aocjai\Y in perticulu 

tJJ.hGJ: Ranjan RoN .hos :a:emcrtcud a 

t9 

0 1ndependence • democra~, adult h-anchise 
have releaaed mf!fly hJ.theriiO aubmecgad social 
fozcae. ·these t"Drcoa axe now at pla,v in 
man.v a1'91la of o.n: a~iel, poUticel. 
ecommdc and cultural lifo. tfa have been 
witnessing •• of theaa fol.'cee at walk in 
tho tr!bnl eOt:u'ilunitieo. Baaicolllf it !e 
in PSZ't e search of e sense of .identity, 
for a eense of belonging and for aelf• 
detera.inotlon in a new social order. The 
old order of theua 18 in o foat process 
of disintegratiOn • .,t 9 
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thanes in .Econoadc L.lfe a. 

Land and .,_eat was important source of livelihood 

of Aundaa, Santala aftd o..,.s in eout.h-cenval 1..-:l.f.a. 

Agricultuze wao the baetc occupation. Besides cultivation 

the)' pursued hunting and f.lshlng. hG~~~Bue~. thaaa ""m 

eeconda~ occupations. Their contact '114~ Hindus,. 

Christian. mf.saiona.rles caused gseet changaa in occupa. 

tlcmal stnctua:ss of Ssnteln, Oreana and Aundas. Bea.tdaa 

these two factors. induet:ialleotion pzoceas has played 

tha majo» &Ole in the trannf'umation of thelzo occupational 

stJ:uc tu:e. 

Those t:r!bas who entered Hi nell lmt end find a 

position in lot~Sr caete g1"0up did the accupatiana like 

oil-pzesaing. dav.lng • rope making etc. The Hlndua did 

not diet~ rethar gave them cccupatt.anal autonamy. 

"In economic ~olatione, the H.lnduiaed tribal& ahift from 

sharing li.boz:ella !id.th eU ln a attell cammunit)' to maze 

aelecU\18 and directed Bt'Ol'ing Hith those of' a lsgar 

(U1ndu) sactaty. From dealing quits open handedJ..y with 

Jajmanl asaociated and ln the gua-ed gaae a of cDIII!I8a:ce 

with customers and mazchents.•20 

20 Mandelbaum, D .G •• Ba•S.U.•, p. 586. 
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l:lawaveJ: the impact of Hindus on econoldl: life of 

~aee t~ibes •ae limited to .small sections. It is the 

Christian miaaiottaJ:loa wh!A:h facilitated economic trans

formation of trit~&s itt lags scale. It was the Chzoistlan 

ml.selana whtch opened achoola, hospitals and othe 

institutions of aewice whJt:h for tho f1J.Gt time provided 

a meatt!ngful employment to the ~r1ba1 converts. They 

became t:eache~:a, preache.rs, cooka, nuJ:aea, peons, 

chaprasie,. 111aliG, pa:J.eats and so on, on monthly aalar.faa. 

The mlstd.ana opened cndB cooperative aoc!stlaa and 

gnin goJ.aa end the vibal.G waJ:e employe.d in theaa 

eocJ.etiaa. These soctetisa eavscl the td.bala fm• the 

economic exploitation by the aumey-lende#a. 

Apan fa• this IDSny tzoibaa wen aaplo,ad in the 

industzoiee, and coal mwa as skilled ozo u,.kUlad erkezs. 

The tzoibals in s~mundtng villages a¥ tha lmtlatrial 

complexes a1e engaged in the occupations 111ca rica-

88ll..f.ng, weaving, pott.ry, baakat 111aking • etc. Thua 

they an giving leas £mportance to agriculture. NOt 

agd.cultuze hae not zeaainad aa suba!stenca ec6n•Y• 1~ 

ie being cora•rcialized. Tie occupation of agrlcultum 

became aecondazy to the factoey a:: cupat!on cq: Job. 



At the axis of self, Chzoistlsnltv has bean en 

impol'tent facto•' in mad11'vJ.ng the eocJ.aliutlon and 

tmin.f.ng procaasee of' a chUd. The CM-J.stlan ut.bal 

personalltJ' moulded undazo the atdct guidance of the 

Chzolatien village prJsat and under close association 
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of the local and dtgionel churches incul.catea ln h.t.mael'f 

the Chrf.stian value a:ttltude e~ tan end his basic 

personality structure shotala considerable deviation fzam 

the Sa..ne uibal group. The Christian tribal& alBa 

diffszo in thl!rir dceea. food habits and housing pattezna 

fmm the SalftD t.rlbals. 

Since independence. tha Govarnnent of India has been 

making seve:t"$1 efforts to improve the general lot of 

weeke~ sections of' Indian population. Ths that step in 

thf.D xoga.ct la that it has glvan constJ.tutionel safa

guaJZ"da tD tha tribal ln the matte%& 1 ilea social diacri

minatt.an. Job. education. their adminitltraUon and so on. 

F'urthet: it has launched various tribal development 

programmes and achamaa. These developmental prog~emmes 

may ba grouped into fiw categories. l.a., ecanamic, 

educational. health and sanitation. cammunJcaUon end 

housing • aaclo-cul tu ral end poll. tical. • 21 various 
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committees appointed fma Uae to Ume ~· the evaluation 

of the uo~king of the• achenea zeport ctmMldeNble. 

impmvement in the economy. education, health end aant• 

tat!on of the t~ibals and an the 1111hole J.n tte1e enthoe 

WQ of living. 

Social work9%8t social wel'faza agencies. social 

refoJ:marG are wozklng to uplift the tz.oibalo. Vidya~thl 

and Ret haw mentioned the ttDzking of such agencies amang 

the San:ta.le • Mundas and 0&-acm. The~ SaN °Bihal" Adimjetl 

Seva Randal ta the first of its kind while the other is 

ths San·thal Pahe~ria Seve Aand el in BlhsJ: • The sa 

J.nst1tuUons ·t-o· given grants to run achaola, hostels, 

diepensar.t.es, otc. in the teibal aJ:aaa. In Orissa alSo 

the Orissa Adlvaai tongzesa wes a fozum of tribalS for 

looking a'fter thau J.nteJ:Sat.•22 

These voluntary aoclal service agenizatmna have 

done considerable humanitarJan w ••· Tley have also 

attempted to &"GfOJ:ra certoin elen'lents of the cultud of 

those trlbas • viz. • drinking of 11quOJ:, all'lillal aacelflce, 

belJ.of in wJ.tchcn .. t, dancing of boys and glrla togethezo, 

etc. 
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fhus, the above discueaion Pft~Yides us a genezal 

lmpzeaaJ.on about the ongoing p~eas of t.~anafoJ:mation 

in the SDCiety and CU.ltuss of Sent ale, Orson and Mundae 

due to the tedtlng o., Hinduism, Chrletimlty and 

lndusulallsation. But flllhat ta the rete at tltmh these 

chengee aM taking place and at what direction all these 

changes aze gaJng on? Do ell the abotte f'actora cause 

tnnsfol'ttlaticma a~ same rete?. And dD they lead the 

changes in one diz.ect ion? lihUe answering these 

questions we ag~ee with ifte views of V.f.dyarthi Ef'd Rai 

that rate and di~ctlan of change va~ ft:om a~e prOc:eae 

to another. 

Hlndulzetion is a tndlt tonal prace a a af change 

among these t&"ibea. In the' past it wee the only factor 

napansible fat' caualng changes An the aacial. political, 

economic, zelig.f.ous. and eeculs aphefts of tr.l.bal 

cultuze. In 'hie pmceas the tribes have adopted 

Hindu 'waya of life' of thelzo l!liBpoctive region. The 

rato of change ln th1a proce aa J.s alow and selective. 

While the tndi tianal procesa bmught the 'H.f.ndu aodal • 



before trJ.bals, the modem pmcess such aa 

ChristJ.anii;y and industrialisation placed bata~:e 

them tha tiaatcu:on. u•an and the dmmacrattc model. 

Ctur.taUanitN and induatr1al.isat1.an have bJ:OUght 

eipiticent change in 11scJ:Dd, social, acartamic, 

educot.tonal end polJ.Ucal life of theae ~zibea. 

The s:ata of changa J.n madazn pzocaae is f'aater than 

that of t%adltional. Hawevc • the changes in the 

p:rocesc of irtdua~iolizetlOft 1c moze rapid and fastezo 

than thO ~lstianiaation pzoceaa. 
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CONC!,;USION 

In this study an attempt hae baen made to 

pozouay the tel:lgioft of' Safttel, Munds Efld Onan ea an 

lntag:t:al and easent.f.aJ. pa&"t of thel:.: soc.f.et,v. tie haW~ 

seen that thelzo religious untve.-ae end soc.taJ. atructuza 

aze so Intimate that ana CEn not bB full¥ underatoad 

without tha othezo. The.b -ligl.ous beliefs and 

pzacUces •• uaua11v aeaocletad with the actlv.f.tiea in 

othezo ephe:ree of their llf'e. be it political. aDCiel OJ: 

econDDtlc. Becaun of thla intimacy :bat~~Htan the.b 

nUgioue univena and socl.aty. changes in the foZ'II8a

lead to change :J.n. the social, poUUcal and economic 

etJ:ucture o'f the Santa!a, Mundas and Ozoaone. To expla.f.n 

such change discussion haa been mada mainly on the 

factors 1lka Hinduism. Chriattan.lt.y and industrializa

tion which have bnught these uanafoJ:'IIatiana. 

It is impo~:tant tD note fmm the beginning that 

zellgion like cultuze has ev•ywheu:e been unde~:golng 

a certain de9"e of change through a pzocan ~ 

acculturation. Accultuntian ~fers to a tMD-way 

paoceaa J adaptation or adjust•nt o' the W8lf8 of life 
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of cultu~alllt superior groups to that oi' lnfed.or 

gzoupa. we have examJ.nad that chen(JJ in the aactaty 

and cul tul'8 af Santela • Rundes and Oreana Ja due to 

their adoption af certain elements of Hinduiaat and 

thr.l.etlanlty. The Hindus aNI Chr.t.stlane have tolecatad: 

the t&-ibsl •BN of life. f'R instance • tha t:cibalS 

often ntalft habits such ae drlnldng liquor and eating 

pork even afte:&" Hlndu!zaUon. LikewiSe, Cuiatianlty 

has often allowed to p.actlse pollgam~ among the tribal 

convarie in tha no rth-aast and cantcal lnd.t.a. 

tfa have stetad earlier that the U:f.bala of India 

hove been lnfluanced by thO tradltlone af their 

nelghbD.aing cammunitiea. the dDminant community often 

being the Hindu community. F'zom -~ asl.y t.taea then 

have bean several points of contact between the Hindus 

of the al:8e and the tribal commun1t1ea living within it. 

This is evident tzom the fact that the tJ:lbals have 

baU"OWBd heavily fru the ideas and institutions of 

the Hindus. The Hlndulam also haa bar :mwd animia tic 

beliefs - spirit worshiP• wltchc&-eft etc. • from 

tribal source a. 
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It .is evJ.dent th~ tha •11g1oua un.t.ve"e of 

Santals, Dzoaane end f4undas a~e chazacta~Jsed blf three 

f'eatureaJ the _,_,...t,p of apb.l ts u deities, the 

rituals and the totemic ceJ:&monlee. l'feu contact 

eltuaUan with the Hindus led to the i.ntlux of cazota1n 

e~ementa of Hinduism into thaizo tndit1ane1 deit»s. 

The San tela, Mundaa end OJ:acma &tal" ted WOS'Bhipplng 

Hindu gods and goddeaaaa like REtDa, Kd&hna, Aahadeva, 

Kelt.· Durga. etc. The ways of pe&"fuming nliglous 

rituals also moulded after tha HJ.ftdu wa_vs. ne 
Hindulzed vlbaa used the Ge:&'vicee of B~:ahmina ira 

.perfoning eartain ritual• and ceJ.Qmoniea like bf.loth. 

mardage and death. Furthezo "h~ celebrated the Hindu 

faativala such ae Koli, RSII'taveml., Divali and tha lib. 

we have noted that the Hindu iftfl usnce led to occunenca 

of oe:rtain aoc1o-ze11gJ.ous mowraenta •ang tte• tJ:ibea. 

Th•• an i:ha Bhagat movements saong the Ozaaona, 

Khau:wu uavament among the s.,tala and Buaa Aunda 

1110vemont among the Aundatt. All thasa mowemanta t~md 

to ntum their 1'8llgion \lllhich was embodied with 

supezostltlona and v1caa. They preached tha idea of 

wo:rahtp ot one God and asked their .,oUovman to abandon 

inhuman and bad p~actices like anmal eacd.fice, eating 

of animal flesh, ch-inking of liquozo end the belief' in 

bhuta and spi~ita. 



Baat.daa 'tld.G . oam eucminaUon oi' "the t~anafoz:ma

tiana in eoclal, poll tical and econamic ephsze of the 

life of these td.bo&men ~veal that ihe adoption of 

a numb:u~ of Hindu dttJ.tas. fbstlvalS, ctlltoms. value a 

orad other elements haa not changed thabae.lc nattu:e of 

thttb nligion and. societlf• l'ha,v are still the 

wo-hippeJ: of epid. ts otr bhuta end naiunl . objects. 

The tndit1one1 norms and values oJ:B Mhned and the 

re11gtoua .:ltualS, caxemcmloa .aftd f'csttvole an aUll 

obae:vad by them. 

the Hindu Impact hao cze atsd a cdsia in the 

aocf.etl' o'f Munde• O~aon end Sental. It haa deetzoyed 

the homogeneous natuze of f:lOClety. Various caste • 

like gJ:OUPa haw appeat:ed .-nong thea. The Hlndu1zad 

aecu.ons ftlel eupeoriot: in evsy J:"S&pact to theb- fellow 

tribaaaen. So the dJ.v!Bion of their aocttJt~ into 

superior and lnfe:d.or gttoupa has undoubtedlN weakened 

the tribal aolidari ty. f'urtha.-. not only the s;eejudice 

against certain occupation but also dietar.v tabooa, 

child marriage and zeatzoictions on J:Bmurlaga of wl.dowa 

and d.f.voJ!C&ea and the vices like untouchab llitr eze 

gaining a foothold amcmg theaa trlbaa when ttey an 



-losing gz-ound in the la%'981" urbart contzes. Such type 

of deve~opmo-nt td.ll continue eo long ao the paopla !n 

· J.*eel. India· gJ.va impor~anm, ttnd zeapectabiJ.itN to ~e 

mo~ purltanico1 nstUH of Hindu moralltv. -

As zegazode to the lapect of Cbriatianit¥, it hoa 

bzougbt changes 1n all aspects of' life- of these t*'J.beo. 

The converted ch.-1aU.-a haw discazdad belief tn 
'' -

epl~J.ta end woJ:Sh1p -.teaua Cb .. ~st as the a nly Gad. Thel' 

PhCUG1!il Z"Bllgioue zo1tua1s and prayers as pza scribed in 

t.ha Christian reUglaus text. Further, tha Christian 

,.estivate such aa th:d.BtD!Is, Eastru:, All Sainte Day, 

ate •• are bo!.ng celobl.'ated by the converts. 

1'he Christian m.tasianadea gave them tte •adam 

po11Ucal ideas. nteu tJ:ad1t1Dnal political org•i

eatJ.ona tdra replaced by the ChUI."cb ozoganf.B at .ton. 

New aacial leaders like Christian Pl.'.t.eata e~gad. 

Thev imbibed the feeling of eett-help and ea1f

conf1dance and the ldea about thela- biato.-lcit¥ 1 and 

tdenUty. The mi&sionetea highlighted tl.'ibal eultuM 

b)t writing books on tribal custo• • languages etc. Ruch 
' 
fllo:ra Japonant than the change in bal.f.ef and ~ttual 

i.e the :l.n.,luenca .t.n tJ1a field of educst!an. The ~ole 
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o., modazn education Jn br J.nging soc: tal change and 

political awereneaa ia .e11-1mown. neza J.e a 

posJ.~tve zelatlonsbip between the conversion to 

Ch:ist.f.anitl' end social change and modernization. 

The lite~ p&S"cemega among the Ch~lstian td.bala 

la highs~ than that of tha non-canvona ( aee Appandix) • 

Education helped in impJ:Cilt J.ng the moral chuactao to 

e laa:ge extant. On moml gzoU*I thel' g~adually gave up 

drirtkJ.ng, animal aacrifJce and the darcing of boys 

end ghla togathe~. 

lie have also tound t.hat the Chzo.t.sUaft mJ.aaloner.t.ea. 

bae1das their evangelical works • have dc:uta many 

ph11Gtt'bophic. act1vltlea which ha"" undoubtedly been 

of Jmmense benefit to the t.d.ba1 Ctu:.l.at.tana. Thav 

started ac:hoola, hoapltaJ.a. health cantzes, orphan 

centres, lepms,v centl:eG, coop8%'aUve bank a, g.l'ain 

golae, ate. The conveJ:tad t~J.bala 'foz- the f'aat t1.11e 

got jabs in theae institutions. 1ba finencia1 J.natitu

Uans eavad the t&lbaaman fzom oppression of monar

landara. Thus. Chl'latianit,y has Pl.'OV tded the modal of 

westernization .t.n the td.bale in the ahaJB o'f ChuJ:ch 

oqanizatian, western education end above all weate.m 

values end morale. 
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Chd.atlantty, indead, played a aigni~icant zole 

in modunizing the tribal socteq,, but the adve~ae 

affttcta that it bt:ought to it could not be ignosd. 

Th& Christian DsoaOfta, Mundas and Santale axe fac.lng 

cenaift ati!Gaaes and stn.lns b9cause of being converted 

to ChzoistJ.anlty. Puritanism is one of the zaasana, why 

Chzolet.f.anity haa not mads a grsate~ impact. The 

consarvat.lve and pud.tan!cel etanderda zegardtng dz.oink 

and sex found in some of the th~:SJitian tmditiana 

npzeaented by the misslonerlee • eapec1a11¥ the LuthaJ:ana 

end Catholics, led to the propagation of tot.al abstinence 

fmm d.ce·bee~ dJ:inlclng and hom participation in 

ce&-~in social det~ces. The sa P1'f)testant mlaa.t.onarJa • 

canalde~d drinking of dee-tear ea degrading and 

.the dances as obscene. They also exhorted thail." 

ccmvena nat to play certain musical lnetrum81'1ta and 

their traditJ.anal dzuu ao th~ thaN II!Duld not be 

tempted ·u pariielpata in the tribal dancing. TtelJ: 

.lnalatence on tha obscene ch anctru: of the ee dancea 

haa infuaed in Aunda, Orson and Smtal Christian a 

aanae of lmmonllty • 

In view of thaae puritanic sanctions. tl8 vibes 

fzequently object thet it they ..-a to become Cft~lat1ana 



theN would have to give up their joy end pJ.eaauze 

which J.e an easantiel pert o~ their way r:ri' living. 
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Aa Santels. Rundae end Oraans think of it. pll!asuze 

iG p:e-erd.nently a sacial phenomenon. In v:ltlw of aU 

'this the l.ivea of thesa tribal ChZ"J.atiana who are 

excluded 'fzam participating J.n these traditional •ni

f'estatiana oi' tribal zejot.cl.ng, appear: colouzoJJaes. 

the moat deep NOted objection, ho'I«Her. la to tte 

fact thet iha Chrlst!an mthod of evangaliaaUon often 

have tended to dl:aw the St!ntala. fJlundss and Ozoaons out 

of thair own ail.teu. consaquentl.l' posing a suioua 

pnblem to ulbal solidad.t,v and male ing the canverts 

'feel l.naecuze. The Santals • Mundaa and Ozoaona aaw in 

Cbt>latl.anltN• eapecJ.ally as pnachad by the rigid 

protestant secta. so•thlftg that thrttateMd ta bee~ 

a d1alntegnt£ng influence ln thai&- aoc•ty. La~:ge 

acale conv•n:aion to othezo zellglan cU.&e ctly Z'I!U.tulted 

in a 1oaa of identity. 11se lndlvidual tribal knows no 

security apazot 'fn• his village .,d the tribe. But the 

protestant ml.aaianariea thought that in ozoder tD 

conva.t the Santela. Rundaa •d Oraona the,y had to 

isolate the lattel:' hom th.U 01n ta:aditional ailU... 

Their wa., o'f lJ.f'e. va1uas. and nor:ma had to be changed 

and the values. attitudes, bOhaviouzoal pettema end 
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the· wa.v of Ufe: at the westem people had to btJ 

inculcated. So t~ylng to evangeliSe tte Santats. Aundaa 

and Omons by euch a subsUtut1"9 a~JP20ach. tended to 

disrupt the tribes' uld.ty and eoheaion. It al!ena,ed 

the Runde o.r Oraon end Santal convert f..om his d!fn 

tribe. 

A cleavage between the conveJ."ts and thai&- communlt,y 

also ad.ses as a :11!8Sult of aubstantlsl changes in the 

rite a and cazemon1ea tlt.il:h surm undad a triba •a life 

cNC=lC. rcu: e:.ample. a=ng the Sontal& the nan-Christian 

PJ:actice the Janam chet~ or birth ritual. ftu: the 

Santal Ch~lGtlan it J.a bapt:lsm. In the tbxm&r the 

chUd is g!.van tho pz:otectlon of the td.bal bangaa and 

in latter he renounces all association with Bongaa. The 

pzeltminad.ea for a Chrlstian mar.rl.age ate much akin to 

a tribal non-Christian marrJ.ega. At the first stage 

the mle of go bBtween is zecognf.zsd and the bl'.ide pz-lce 

is given. But Christian 1110rrlaga !.s generally held ln 

a Church and ie of.,J.ciated at by a pasta%. l1h11a among 

the non-Christiana the most important pert of marriage 

£e SJ.ncb:aden, or ameazing o¥ b~:ldea fJo:rebead w J.th 

varmUJ.on. amang the thd.atlan the exchange of &-f.n'a by 

bJ:ide and poaa •rks them as huaband and wJ.fa. 
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Another main tactor itt pmduc ing tenSion lies 

in the ophere of maft1ege laws. Altho11.1h the village 

Aunda. O~atm and Santal Ch~istian abhos:a t:ha thought 

of :1nttu:-marriage a few individuals have ignal!Gd the 

J:U1a of uibal endogamy and have contracted t~azoriape 

against uh1ch there aze no Chzolst!aft sane t *tna. 

Similarly. tathile cmse-coudn maJ:riage la not talsratad 

among tho non...Ctu~1stiSA• araang the Santal Christian 

it to not; pJ:Ghtbited. On the other band tltil.B ttsre J.e 

no ba1' fOJ: o nan-uibal-thl'1stleft to aarry mon than 

one aif'a th.f.s practice is etdr:Uy p:P:Ohiblted among 

the conve~ts. Similarly. divorce can be obtained b)' • 

uibal non-Ch~:ietian but lt ls camplatell' tabooed fbr a 

Christian. 

the impact of lnduetriallseti.on has eJ.ao ca:eated 

uneven alwatlon and ceiaia !a the society of thaee 

tribes. !t has- caused aoclat.dialntepat.tan. violation 

of traditional ncq:oma. waatcenlftg or kifta,hlp nlatlanahl.pe, 

and leas adheence to tndl.tional occupati.an. It e11 

the pzoceaa of change and •lsttng situations in the 

society of theaa tribes aze to be loolced at ftmm the 

tdbal side than the pattem of chan91 can be called 

1d.t.-triba11za~ion 1 • 1 .. l t 1a looked at .. m• a wldaJ: 

attgla then the tzend of change can t.. called a •zeh 

towazda hlghes- gaala. 
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Though these tabes em going thmugh en 

aecelaJ:atod pmcess of uanstozmatlon due to the 

influence of Htnduiam, ChrisUanity • J.nduatrialleot.lon 

ond modemimtion. na 1'tltl1' a¥ the abo~ proce sees hoe 

totall.N deeuoyed the td.bol culture. The belief in 

epiri. ts is sUll St&'Oftl. T~:adittonol $aU vole • 

ce~e:aon!as and dances am being p;s:rtoz.med in their 

vUlages. Their tl'acU.tianal cultunl values end ideas, 

the social organisations snd institutions osoe still in 

vigouJh 

All this goas to shaw that the aapa2:ate J.dentlt.v 

and cul turo of the Santale, ~undas end Omona shall 

continue to exlet, elbelt, in a changed fm:m. There 

is a com10an sociological and anttn:opological assumption 

that an infed.OJ:' cul tu1:0 coming undea: the 1ntl usnce 

o'f a supezolo:r cultux.e loses tte independent 1dentltv 

end campletal,v aubmo:rgea in the latter. However, this 

does not find f'evour in the present stud,v which has 

onalvsed the consequences of Hindu batt em, Chriatianizs

tJ.on, and modernization of the cultuze and sacl.ot~ of 

the Santala. Rundaa end Ozaons. 



Suggestions 'far fuzther ReaeaKtu 

1 • 1'ha uibal bel ta of norih-vestem Oris aa. 
Madhya P~adeah, aauth RaJasthan and Gujant 
ehauld be stud !ad in tums of the impact 
of Hindu.izauon, au:.t.etianizatlon, 
industaolalJ.zat:lon • etc. 

2. Poll tical davelopant, e·merglng tribal 
leadezosh.t.p, econamJ.c development and 
agea~ian question in aouth-cent281 
India cou~d be atudied in depth. 
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3. lntenalve ~:eeean:h ia needed in t~:ibal 
CORDUnitiee to being out thau eoc.t.a-economk 
po11tica1 pmi:JJ.eme and evolve :dght appmectea 
to eolva tboae pzo blema. 
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A,PP£fi!JX-l 

Ut:ente PopulaUon. Amonp Aundae, Dnona and 
t Santele in BLha~, 19Tt 

Munda 
Onon 
Santa1 

Total Utezoate 
Popula~lon Pe2'Bon 

723,166 ttT,91T 
816.21 8 150,609 

t.aot,3o4 t3s,2ao 

APr£NQIX-1.1 

5& to total 
Population 

11 
18 

8 

Utanta Poeulatlon At:Dng Mundas, Onon an~ 
2 

TJ:J.bea 

~an tela in Oria,aa, t 971 

Total Lite nta 
Population Parson 

" to tatsl 
Papulation 
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.- ........... _._ ....... _ .. ._..., ............... ~._,-._,.. _______ __ 

Munda 
Orson 
San tel 

222,117 
t 64,6t9 
452,953 

29,473 
26.881 
4t .a 54 

1 Caneua of India 19Tt, Saa-.tea-4 - Blha%' 
Pfd"t 1 t-C( i) 

2 Canaus of 1.-!ia 1911. Soziea-16 P tt-C(J.). 

14 
t7 

9 



L:lte.~rata Population Aaonp Aundaa1 Oeaon .an~ 

5antal in Weat Bengal• 1971 3 

Total 
Populatl.an 

Li.t;snta 
Pezaon 

~-total 
Populat t.on 

131 

- ._._-- ........... --........ - ....... --~·---- ..... - .. ---.... .... ~ ... 
198.101 
29t ,173 

t.376.89D 

18.301 

28.346 
t.o9.250 

to 
to 

8 

Dleulbutlon of Litante Paesona Among SC:hedulad 

Tribea in Bibs~, O~isea and Weet Bengal.t981 4 

india 

Bihar 
Oz-i&aa 

w.Bangal 

Total 
PopUlation 

st.62a,Gla
s.a1o.aoT 
s.9t s,o67 
3.oTD.672 

Llteeate 
Person 

&.441,441 
987,397 

825.668 
4DS,59T 

-;& to total 
PopulatJon 

16 

17 
14 
13 

3 Census of India t9T1 • SIIJ:iea 22. Veet Brmgal, 
Pari tt-C:(i) 

4 Census of I ndla 198t • Ses-a a 1 • Pe~t ll 8 ( l..li) • 

• Excludes the population of Asaam. 
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