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PREFACE

The present study deals with the origin, growth and
functi ‘ning of one-party system in Kenya. The subect
matter consists of two parts - firstly ideological
postulationg of one-party system with the theoratical
framevork of its basic features of the communist and
non-commanist one-party system and sscondly & prax-
iological enquiry into the rise, growth success or failure
- 4n estabiishing democracy 4n Kenya under one-party
systoms _

The first chapter is an introductisn to aAfrican
ons-party systems wherein we will make a gensral revievw
of tne phenomenon. The second chapter includes African
politics durirg colrnial veriod of Kenyas with a historical
background of pre-colonial era and the African rsaction
to colonial rule and the emsrgence of political consciouse
ngss among Africans which subsequently gav: rise to the
emergence of political parties in Kenya. The third
chapter discusses the turn of events in Kenyan politics
at the time of independence and the truimph of Renya
African Fational Union (KANT) as the douinant political
party in Kenya under the leadership of Jomo fenyatias
Fourth chaptor deals with the post-independence era 1.0.
transition phase from Kenyatta to Daniel arap 41 wherein
the actual functioning of the one-party system will be
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examined, The chapler concludes by attempting to solve
the hypothesis that ve have raised in the beginning i.e.
whether KANU represents the whole mas. or Just a selected
fewy; and with a prognosistic solution for the continuing
c¢risls in Kenyas

An attempt has been made throughout the study to
present a candid assessment. Since I have not yet gone
t0o Kenyay my thesis is based on secondary sources
including books and periodicals. Here I must mention,
I have more than relied on the works of prof,. V1J§y Gupta,

4 dissertation of this nature could not have been
completed without a great deal of help and advice from
various sources. I owa immenge debt to my affable guide
Professor Vijay gupta, without whoge insniring guidance
and nailngtaking supervision at every step, I could not
have .succeeded in submitting this digsertation. His
assistance to me was timely and prolific. I am indeoted
to my indulgent friend pibhu, who shelved all his work
in opder to mnpngp my dissertation. I alsc thank my
several other friends whoge advicey criticism and
encouragement I can never be oblivious of. I am thankful
to my parents for their moral support., Thanks als»
goss to the librarians of Jawaharlal Nehru University,
the Indien Council of world Affairs, Nehru Memorial Library,
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the Indian Centre of Africa of the Indian Council of
Cultural relations who provided free access to their
respective libaries. I algo thank Mr. Malhotra for
his competent typing of the disgertation.

New Delhi 9 (JEMIMA PARAMEL)
patedy 2/ —/-$¢
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SHAPTER - 1

INTRODUCTIONs= IHE GROWTH OF ONE=PARTX
‘ SYSTEMS IN A!RIQ_.&.




INTRODUCTION =~ G h 7
AFRICA
In contempporary Africa, about eight percent of ths
African states operates on the basis of the on - party
system. Any attempt to classify the party regimes in

1 or radical revolutione

Africa, under pragmatic pluralists.
1sing,2 do not seem to have faciliated the understanding
of African polities any better than the formalist approach
of stydying politic al systems in terms of democracy vs
dictatorships.

This dissertation will try to critically examine
the working of the one party system in Kenya, as well as
its pecullar characteristics and also try to understand
as to how the one party system of Kenya is different from
that of the communist countries. To put it in another
ways we have to find out as to whether the approach
developed by one party system is eclectic.a Then
we will look into the compulsions which have given
way to the rise of one -~ party systems. Tals means
that we have to study the causes for the emergence of
one party system whether they are mainly due to
structural(political Jchanges or due to socio=-
economic changes. But before going into the functioning

1. Sartori. A,"part ra rty gystems- A framevork of
Analysisviondon, cCambridge Press 1976 p 188

2. Ienin v.I 'Collected Workst' Vol 2 Moscowe. 1977 p.316

3. Eclectic in the sense that it gleams both socialist
or capitalist type of structures or either of ths tvwo.
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to prooﬁe our hypothesls raised on the above.

Bofore analysing the working of one - party
system in Kenya, let us discuss the causes for the
emergence of one party systems and 1its mode of funw
ctioning in Africa in general.

We find that the prevalent trend in African
political systems 1s the dominance of one - party
system in the continent, be it Marxist - Leninist,
African -« socialist or parties vhich follow the path
of mixed economy and capitalist develorment. The
need for one party system in former two categories

seems logical %o the ideology thay follow. That is
the party of the ruiling class belng the instrument
of change or in the context of déctatorshin of the
proletariat or party being the vanguard of the nation.
But the institutionalisation of one ~ party system
in the capitalist state 1s a contradiction in theory,
as a capitalist path of development allows free and
competitive growth in economic as well as poiitical
field, The difference in the economic field are
permitted to freely operats in the political field.
This means differences on economic issues can be oxp=-
ressed golitically.

Analysis mede earlier on, emphasised the influence

of colonial legacy of bureaucratic aunthoritarianism,
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one ong - party system in Kenya, we have to discuss
the different ideologlecal postulations of one - party
systems in Africa with thooretical parameters of comme
unist,; non-communist or African socialist and capitale
ist one -« party systems.

Furthermore, we will study the soclo-economic
and political causes for the emesrgence of ons- party
system in Kenya l.e. the emergence of political parties
right from the precolonial e:a through the colonial
rule and finally in the post independence stage whesein
the multi - party systenm ev-entually gave way to the
estaoplighment of one = party system,

The chapter vill also try to analyse the parti-
cipatory nature of the Ken&an politicdl system 1.4
we have to trace out as to whether the one - party
gystem in Kenya permits grass root level of narticle
pation or not, which means to find out vhether the
common people have any kind of voice in the political
structure or not. In this context, we have to find
out as'to vhother the benefits of the system are enjoyed
by a few under the guise of one - party system or by
the whole méss, If it is the former then which class
is bensfited 7?7 Above all,y we have to study the class
character of the Kenyan state in relation to the
functioning of one - party system. Our methodology
will bs historical and analytical which will lead us



the political attitudos and beliefs of the elite,
popular participetiony and the role of ideology
upon the movement of the newly independent states
to one partyism 4 writers streesed the differences
between elite and mass organisations, revolutionary
and evolutionary parties and ideological and prage
matic strategies, and were generally sympathetic
tovards the one - party system as an agency of
national integration and natlional dev-elopment in
Africas

In 1966, howevey, the underlying assumptions
of the exlstence of a oroad national unity were
called into question with a seminal study of Wwest
AfPrican party states, from which the single party
system emerged as & response to the dangers of
fragmentation and loas of control.a we have to examine
vhether the party vas shown ¢o have a limlted capée
city for mobilisation or whether the grass root
level of participation existeds Moreover the shift
of African politics in the early seventies to the
local level and to rural change, provided furthor
evidence of the difficulties of nati-nal control.®

a, Enleman,‘3'and'aosberg(CarIileaa) T3 IIt_
ational Integratisn 1n
Se

6 See for e.g. Hyde G."® EQLL&%ca% ggv-e;g%?ggg in

a(iiafrobl, Bast African Publisaing House
1567 )GeofT Lamb,"Pgagant PolitdcsiLondog Palian
Friodman,1974.
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We find that two particular developments emsrred
1.6+ on the one hand, the notion of the political mac-
hine was explored, its emphasis on party concern for
material rewards rather than principles. It was sugge=
sted that := ® African ruling single parties share
many characteristics of decentralised political
machine in that the organisation is held together in
good part « by the prerecuisites of and desire for
offices and internal cleavages within the parties are
often not poliéy 1$5UOS mamwm® T It wag revealed
that the single dominant party was a coa: lition of
interests rather than a mon lithic, hierarchical
body. On the other hand, the relevance of factiomalie
sm to African political conflict emerged more clearly.
Factions or conflict groups within the political
party, . arise in the struggle for powser in the income
pletely centralised state. They are typically informal,
impermanent and 1llegitimate. They are inhsrenthy
unstabley 50 thut a factional system carries with it
the potential for fragmentation and secession 1if the
factions evolve sufficiently to break away from the
permanent group and adopt an independsnt e:xistencews

8 political leaders build up networks of s upporters,

7+ Bienen, Hey <} n a
HuntingtonsSey Moore; Ce{eds ;Agﬁﬂgg;&a;igg
%%gs ég Modern Soclety (New Yor. sk Books,

Pe

8., On factions see Schmiatt{Steffemi). Seott,(James,G
Lande, Carej and Gasti, Luara,(eds)

and ?{Berkeley, Univers y of
Caligornia Press 1%%3;



bound to them as individuals by gutual selfe-interest
and perhaps by moral ties such as friendship, Kinship
or ideological commitment., To increase his prestige
and political resources, the political leader at the
centre seeks t o advance hils own followers. Patronage
and personal following thus provide a critical clement
in local / central relations, ensuring those linkages
that institutional errangements have not yet been
able to sustain, They carry with them, however,
expecially in a situation of scarﬁity. the potential
for conflict between leaders at the centre and the
exacervation of cleavages 1in soclety.

Thereforey we are forced, to lyok more closely
at the nature of social cleavage. at a time vhen
increasing economic 1n§qualitj in African socloety
has also focussed greater attention upon the material
basis of politics in the independent state, The
evolution of the one- party state was seen from this
perspective as nart of the nrocess, vwhereby an
acquisitive elite entrenched itself 1in power.g' In
due course, however,; the debate focused upon class
and class formation as a basis of politics, rathor
than ethnicity, and primordial ties. The dependency

2s Sklar, Richarde.; ° Llcal
nteprgeration -
Modern AT Ps8e



debate of the early seventies had a considerabls
impuct on this shift of focus, while Marxist and
non-Marxist scholarsh alike have had to identify
more sharply the relatvionship between factionalisn,
ethnicity and class. One the one hand 1t has been
argued that both ethnicity and factionalism have
vitiated eclass consiousness because they link
individuals across social stratas.t0* on the other
?and, the emperical evidence of increasing stratie
fication has grown, and radical analysis has share
pened the focus on those common soclal forces at
work in the independent African states which follow
a broadly capitalist set of economic and soclal
pélicies -.and indeed in populist = socialist

regimes as well, 11.

It 1is no longer possible,
therefore, to ignore the potential influence of
class formation upon the pattern of party - politics
where the party has survived. In those states where
one - party civilian regimes remain in power, any
analysis of the role of the party must take 1lnto

~ account the broader social process.l‘?" while Western

scholars have been generally critical of the exlisting
10. See sandbrook(ﬁichards;) ggtrgg. g;g gg g

also Craw Ford Young {Patterns of Social CQnﬂict:
State chss & Ethnicity, Dafedalus Proceeding of
American Acadamic Sp ng, 1982

11. Leys(Colia); wf

sciet ‘ our PO .Sence
3 al"’Rs nt
ca "-Journal' of §oﬁern %r%can
§%uﬁes B 39 é%%ﬁ) p.531

12. Firstg T - W (london Penguin,1971)p.l118



one = party systems, the Tanzanian experiment led

to some interesting analysis of the one - party state
as an institutional arrangement to achieve a balance
between control and participation. mmmzaugh the
concern was primarily with the Tanzanian electomal
process and the process of sSoclalistt transforma=
tiony the model nonetheless had a wider application

to the, roader issues of integration and disintere
gation, and to the problems of 1inadsquate centralisation
that the independent states generally encountered in
the fimmediate post - colonial phase. In this context,
the one - party state was interpreted as a conscious
attempt to srike a balance between popular particie
pation and central controly both essential ingredi.
ents of dev-elopment. -

Coming of the Capitalist states, for o.g. Konya
and Ivory coast which have mixed economy with dominant
form being free « enterprize, the corresponding
competition and multiplicity of political parties
is completely lacking in a conspiclous wvays. In
Ivory coast, for instance, Parti Democratique due
Cote 4! Ivoire(P.D.C.I) has monopoly since independgnce
1.e. from the early 1850's, under the leadership of

o .' in LiO ] y ( 311
a o Vol I(Nairabi, East African Pub s ng
ousey 1972) p.102.




Folix Houphliet Boigny. P.D.C. It has been the
only legal party since then, The formation of
other parties was not permitted. Though there has
been sporadical ‘er uption of discontent which was
elther seveprly crushed or political opponents wvere
absorbed in government and party as a means to
d1ffuse further tension,?

Similiarlysy in Kenyas the opposition has been
@ither absorbed in the party or'government structu.
re or it has been legally or forcefully crushed,

The common feature in both these countries is handing
over of power to the netti ~ bourgeoisie class which
galnsd power in Kenya. In Kenya, the British helped
in the emergence of the African petty bourgeoisies.
In Ivory coast the French helped in the formation of
African land owing class with interest in cash - crop
(export oriented)farming. The land owing class
retained its monopoly after independence

This occured because the new economic structure
that emerged after 1ﬁdepeﬁdance required corresponding
political structure. In order to pursue a policy
of development of free enterprise it also had to
permit certain freedom to its supporters. These

14. Buropa year Book - Africa South of gSahara, 1986
D «503



conditions required introductinon of political instie
tutions éhieh appeared to be democratic in form and
gave ligitimacy to the government and eliminated such
opposition waich questioned the policy of free
enterprisej thus paving the way for the emergence
of ons - party system in these st:ted.
THE _3\CK_GROUED

POLITICAL ECONOMI OF AFRICA

Colpnisati~n of Africa had lead to some serious

upheavals in its economy. The Ruroneans had initially
explited the African continent through the institution
of slavery, and later on imperialism replaced slave
trade by a system basea on frea trade, This was
mainly due to the fact that the new forces of produc tion
in the European economy demanded new colonial outlets
for tho capitalist production relations tht were bew
coming hegumonic Africa found horself truly colonized
in the modern sense, as a base of producti-n of raw
materlals and food products for export to the metroe
politan countries and as a market for itc products
based on the incomes that were sarned by its exports.
This dev elopment introduced entirely new relations
of producti,n in the region and lend increasingly to
the intensified exploitatiosn of the peasantry amd
other working people. Thus colonialism incorporated
Africa into the world sco..omy and inter-nmational

capitiliisme



The yearts 1945 to 1960, was a period of
political awakening among the Africans, the conse-
quences of the second world war gave a stimulus
to the Africans to fight for political indepen-
dence. In the 1940fs and 1950's national leaders
in Africa, like Dr Kwame Nkrumah of Gold coast
(now Ghana), Chief Obafemi Awolowo of Nigeria,
Kenneth Kaunda of Northern Roodesia(now Zambia),
Jomo Kenyatta of Kenya and Julius Nyerere of
Tanganylka(now Tanzania) were all influenced by
the anti - colonial movements in Asia especially
Indiay and drew inspiration from Indian national
movement, They even adopted his policy of none
violence in their nationalist movements.

The second world war had left more harmful
than beneficial economic effects on Africa such
as urban-employment, war - time infiation, system
of *voluntary! subscriptions to the war effort
(especially existed in French Africa ruled by
de Gaulle'!s Free French), and a very low standard
of 1living. For most of the Africans, the war period,
intensified their existing problems. War time
economic condition led to mounting discontent by
African farmers, traders and wage earners, The

Nigerian general strike of 1945 was a natural reaction



to wartime hardships.

Moreover the returnming ex-servicemen vere
embittered by the slow political advance of colow
nial territories in the late 1940ts, by the stark
fact of unemployment after demobilization by the
lowsr standard of 1iving they embraced when leaving
the army for civilian 1life, and by a feeling that
their service had not been rewarded. For example,
in Kenya, the late 1940fs saw the emergence of a
politically militant organisution made up of ex-
soldiers, the Forty group, out of which the land
Freedom Army (or Mau Mau Movement ).

Wo £ind in Ivory Coast in 1850's that though
there was exnansion of the econonmy &et it depended
mainly on the metropole. This was a classic case
in the words of Egyptian economist Samir Amin,(of
growth without development) -growth generated and
maintained from outside, without the establishment of
a soclal structure capable of bringing about an
automatic transition to the further stege, than of
internally centered and self « regulating grovth 15.

Furthermore, in 1946, NKrumah in his, pamphlet«
'Towards Colonial Freedom has stated that ¢

15 Aminy(Samir) : 'ggg - CSlg%%a;igm in ygst‘ﬁgg;gg',
Penguim Books, rmo orth, Ds *




The national liberation movement in the African
colonies had arisen because of the continuous eco-
nomic and political exploitati n by foreign opprose
sors. The aim of the movement is to win freedom
and inderendence. This can only be achieved by the
political education and organisation of the colonial

The struggle in Africa against colonial rule
bosgan not with modern political parties and western
= trained intellectuals but originated in the early

armed resistence by African against alien intrusion.

The true heroes of these resistance movemenﬁs were

not the NKrumah's or liyerere's of modern Africa but the
liboration fighters against colonial rle in Madacascar,
Cameroon, Guinea-Bissau, Angola, Mazambiquejyidimbabue,
Ramibia, South Africa, Ghana and Tanzania,

After the Berlin conference, German penetration
in Africa began with a striking character. In
Tanganyika, between 1903 « 5 there occured a remarkable
and tragic event c¢alled the Yaji Maji rebellion. 1In
. this rebellion, moinly the Angoni tribe in Southern

16, Krumah,(kwams)s ';'%' ards ggloga; Freedon!.
[leinemann, london,. Dedle



Tanganylka, an offshoot of the Zulus rose fiercely
against the Germans., It was a desperate struople
against vhite encroachment on black land in which
~political grisviances were inextricably merged with
pagan mysticism. The Germans put dovwn Maji HMaji
with unexampled brutuality efficiency and ferocity17-

Similiarily in Gold Coust(Ghana)there occured
eight different Ashanti wars betwecn Ashanti and
Fanti tribes. The British interceded to help the
Fanty tribes along the coast in these Ashantl wars.
These wars brought about a kind of political counsie
ousness among the Africans.

Iikewise in Kenya, also we f£ind Mazruirebellion,
Nandl resistance, Masal resistance and the Mau !mu
movement vhich omerged as a resistance movement azainst
economic exploitation by the British but which ultime
ately brought about a kind of political awareness
- for the formation of political narties inside the
Kenyan politicul structure.

Frantz Fanon has referred to the role of armed
resistance in driving away the depsndency complex
from the minds of those who take part in _the resistance -

17. John, (Gunther;) =! Joside gericats London,
Hamish, Hamilton. 1 D « 4K -



¢ The fight carried on by a neople for its liberation
lead it, according to circumstances either to refuse
or else to explode the so called truths which huve
been esteblished in its consciousness by the colonial
civil administr.tion by the military occupation, and
by economic exploitation. Armed conflict alone can
peally drive out these ralsehoods created in mnan
which forece int> inferiority the most lively minds
among us and vhich, 1literally, militate us 5,

Thus, we can deduce that Fanon felt that the
rationale of armed struggle is that it reconditions
the ¢, nsciousnmess of the colonized African.(A good
example of this deduction is the case of the Mau Mau
Movement in Kenya), Although militarily the Mau Mau
movement was defeated, but politicolly it was triumphant
to the extent that it broke Britani's ruling capacity.
In Kenya for the interests of the white minority and
laid the foundations of ifrican self-rules

We find, thot armed struggles broke out in many
countries of the continent against colonial rule in
order to gain indenendences, The Algerian war of
independence broke out in November, 1954, headed by
the F.L.ll.y against French rule § armed struggle

18. Fanony (Frantz)i-* rotched of ¢ th' .
Mac Gibbon and Kee, Io%n, %%g; p.géa




against Portugese colonial rule in Guinea-3issau
was led by the PAIGC in 1954 under Amilcar Cabr-l,
FRELIMO lead the strurgle in Mazambique headed by
Edvardo Mondalane etcs

In the 1960%'s we find that dus to the abowe
mentioned factafs the Africans woke up from their i
long slumber to overcome economic exploitation and
political suppression of the continent and staged
armed resistance %o gain political indenendence of
their couatries,

In the previous discussions we have outlined
the factors which Iead to nationalist movements in
Africa. The colonial powers realising.the new turn
of events in Africa, became more accomodating and
acknowledged the foremost national leader &as an
interlocuteur valable, Furthermore institutions are
modified, either by means of a nev constituion or
loss formally by a more liberal interpretation of
existing rules, to broader nopular participation
and to give modern elites a greater role in the

structure >f decision-making. This period according
to Zolberg 1s the pori>d of dyarchy or termimal
colonialism durin: vhich nationalist movements become
political partieslg.

T8, Z0lDoTE3(AeRe)§ = *?ne '%ggy_ %ﬁ, ﬁe“;vggx Coast!
- Princeton University Prass 1 ¢ DPe20»




Although ultimate responsibility is stilil in the
- hands of the colonialists, the party is resnonsible
for soclal welfare and economic development,

Even though the party became politically powere
ful and secure, there is concern with the achievement
of political”monapoly. The Primordial goal of the
parby is to achieve national unity because it is
supposed to be synonynous with nolitical unity. After
gaining politicul independences the main guest of
the leaders is to achieve a 'Unified party' and no
a unitary party. FPFurthermore opposition is to be
amalgamated and not eliminated,

The leaders of the newly indepondent states set
out to modify govornmental frampwork to suit loc d
needs. But in this process, provisions vere made
to insure the dominance of the executive.- over the
legislature, par limentary bodies wzre reduced to
the st-tus of deliberative or coﬁsnltati#e assemblies,
election became plebiscitary rather than competitive
and institutionel devices were be introduced to
buttepress the political monovnoly of the ruling party.

Ultimately, 41t is found that eveny, where the
constituti -n proclaimed severation of powsrs in
ke:ping with liberal prescriptions, one « man rule
became official. The man who led the movement for

national emancipation became the paramount executive,
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legislator and judge. In order to reinforce legiti-
macy of his role, tradition is invoked either through
public bestowal of formal ties or by more subtle
means. Pinally the rules become all powerful through
the directives passed by an ideological blueprint
which prescribes total control,as the essential strae-
tegy for rapid nodernisation.

Bofore going into an indepth study of one - party
dynamics in Africa, let us examine the various forms
of political parties which emerged in Africa. The
new party systems have .aken various forms including
single parties with a narrow ruling elitey, as in
Liberia, Kenya, Tanzania etcl or with mass support
as in Guinea, Ethiopia, Angala, Mozambique etc.

Recently some parties have emerged such as in
Ethi opia i.e. @ single party which was established
to legitimise the political} change i.e. to legitimize
military rule,y and Zalrets single party which had no
mass base but made mass appealse.

TYPES OF POLITICAL PARTIES.

Thomas Hodgkin 20. has c¢lassified polit%pal
parties in Africal in this/manner t rirstly the!

goread of parties! 1.e. the types of geographical

20, Hodgkin, (Thomas); -*African political Parties'=
Cambridge Univers:’[ty - Londony 1961 pe« 53



19
area witain wnica they operate and tae width of narrove
ness of thelr appeal 3 secondly the structure of
parties l.g« the contrasts between ' mass partlestand
telite parties' and thirdly the legality or illegality
of parties. rmurtherstill he distinguished betveense

a) interterritorial parties such as the RDAy which
transcend the frontiers of a single state,
b) territorial parties such as Neo-pestour in
Tunisla, the CPPin Chana or TAWU in Tanganyika,
c) regional orethnic sometimes called ttribalt |
parties such as the Horthen Peoplet!s Congress
in Nigeria or the former NLY in Ghana or
Kabaka Yeka or in Uganda and
d) dwarf parties restricted to the inhabitants of
a partic.lar l>ycality such a Baniagara.
The essentlal characteristics of mass parties
according to Hodgkin was that, ?they seek to enrol
the mass f ¢€he population as members, or at least
supporters of the party:s ' Elite partiest on the
other hand, consist essentialy of a nucleus of persons
enjoying status and authority witiin the ex isting
social order « an elite of chiefsy relegious leaders,
or wealthy bourgeois -« and depend largely upon estabe
lishod « ties of obligzation and loyalty betwsen the
teliter and *the pooplets. In other words elite parties
are contunt to reflect the structure of society as it,



isy or as it used to be, while mass parties attempt
to 1impnose their own new tyne of structure. ' Mass
partiest! existed in Ghana (CPP) Guinea (PDG) and Kenya
(KATU)$ while ' elite parties® can be found in Chana
(N.L.M) and in the case of Sarduana of Sokoto of
Nigeria.

Having studied the various forams of political
parties that exist in Africa, for our purpose of
analysis let us distingnish between thre. ma or
streams of ideclogles that exist in Africa * From
left to right' there are Harxist Leninst 21. African
socialist and African cgpitalist, The first set of
rogimes is distinguished by an official explicit
declaration for Marxist - leninism as state ideoclogy.
The second group consists of states thatrexpose a
soclalist structure but that either do not strees or
expressly reject Marxism. Ihe third cluster consists
of regimes that pursue a market « economy, or capitiale
ist policy, though they generally deny any ideclogical
attachments at all, *pragmatism® 4t is said, is their
only creed 22,

2le Youngs (Crawford); - Jlde and elopment in
ricay Yale University, » Dede

22, IbiG 3 ps1B3s

20
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Ce Young classifled HNigeria, Kenya and Ivory
coast under capitalisv states, Ghana and Tanzania
practised some kiﬁd of socialism, thile Ethiopla,
Mozambique and Angola are cited as the only serious
venture in scientific socialism in Africa,

A leadling Soviet Africanist recently listed
Ethiopia, Mrzambicues Angola, Congo -« Brazzaville
and Benin as belonging on the honor roll of aspirant
scientific socialist states 23-

EMERGENCE OF SINGLE = DPARTY SYUTE!M IN V&ELTUS COTIITRIES

African political structure and processes seem
to be in a state of transition. Thers is a shift from

mltl - party systems to omB ~ party systems and in
a fey cases, political parties have been abandoned
in favour of a military junta or tgulded democracy!'.
It was during the mass independsnce movements
that is srior to independence that the smergence of
one « party systems took places Most governments
felt that one - party system was the best pattern to
be adopted in order to achieve unity during the pertiod
of consolidation of powoare. .
We find that the transition from multi-party

23, GromyKOgg (A)s e resent stage of Antie
ali Ly n ca - Socia
Science HO 1l ’ Moscow.
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systems to ono « party systems took various formsie
such as through the fusion or integration of the
parties opposed to the govermment party, the dis-
soluti n or outlaving of some, or all opposition
parties, the arrest and trial of leading politicians
on vai'ious charges, among them anti-national plot
or individual politicians can spontansously join the
ruling party.

Dahomey which was a trl - party state went over,
in Nov 1960 to a single = party system, with the
fusion of various existing parties into the Dahomey.
Party of Unity(P.D.,U.) In 1962, 4.F, Tombalbaye,
President of Chad Republicy created a single party
called Unoin for the Progress of Chad(U.P.T.)s and
nine months later outlawed all other parties other
than the ruling Chad Progressive pParty (P.P.T)s but
six months later a minister(Gakia) was arrested for
plotting against theo head of state. The a.ge of
Chad is not the only one « this wvas prevalant in
Western and Central Africa. In Sept, 1982, the
President of Tanganylka « J. Nyorere passed a law to
arrest politicians who were accused of plotting
against the Govt and security of the state. In Kenya
also we £find this trend is prevalent e.g. ¥ien
J .Kenyatta changed laws in such a way that the opposition
was not allowed ¢to ralse its head agaizist KANU.
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In Ghana a single narty was pet up 1in tho country
via a vote in Parliament in dent 1962,

MsMicael Taoboux, President of Centrul African
Hational Assexmbly, pleading for & singlo party syston,
stated 1in Oct, 1962 thal, the multi « parly systenm
- 68 1% oxlsts in estublished democratic sccletics i3
a costly luxury which we cannot afford - he
political parties which want to remain in existence
are nicturesque survivels of a revolutionary past
true democracy for us is social democracyy which 18
exprossed not in quarrels of »arties but 4n concord
of neo~les 24.
| | Thus miltl « party system in Africa vas either
a short term phenomonons or an exeption 83 1t vas
in the case

Africun eoﬁntﬂes with single « party systems
desoribe themsolves as one -~ party deméraeies.
Democracy is defined as a peopletls governzent whose
basis charadtorestics are fresdon, equality and
di_cussion. aAfrican leuders suci as Jullus liyorore,
Kwame LKrumah, Junno Kenyat:ia and Sekou Toure

emphasize thal these three factors of democracy are

24, Decreane; (rPhillipe)s ~tIable ., .
Politicue de 1° sfricue," Centro %‘ Ttude des

Relations Excerievres, Paria,lgﬁa Translated by
20th : Africa e Mceiwan(eds)




the essence of pre « puropean political system of
Africas.

Supporters of one - party democracy maintain
that the one - party structure is a continuance of
the former traditional systems Since all members
of the legislature‘are mambers of the one party and
given equal opportunity for participation and debate,

the part- leadership has to enforece the consensus
that 13 achieved in abiding by the décisions of the

party. It is argued that people are following

| their own will or the general will as in traditioml
practice. Opposition parties were considered unnee
¢cessary because all members of the sooletly vere in
agreement with the basic goals of the mass party.

An analysis of the structures and procedures of
a few of the African parties may as:ist in fllustrating
their interpracion of the one = party systems.
Therefore let us ex amine the various models which
work under differernt tynes of systemste

1) Two types of systems ecommunist and non-communist

systoms} |
2) working of parties under African socialism;

3) The working of political parties which has
choosen the path of mizxed econony or capitalist

path of development.
4) parties created by militory rulers for their
legitinmisztions



One of the main characteristies of the present
political situation in Africa seems to us to be a
definite growth in the influence of Marxism - leninism
over large secti-ns of the population of the continent.

One of its most striking manifestation has been
the existence and growth of states which 4in the aftor=
math of thelr vigctory over colonialism have taken the
road of radical socloepolitical transformation under
the banner of socialist orisntation, C(Countries like
Angola, Benin, Cango, Ethiopia, Guinss -~ Bissauy
and Maganmbique have all become involved in this proceas.

However, the vurpose o £ working of HMarxist -
Leninist parties are quite different from other one =
party systems., To begin with they do not believe in
African socialism or any spacific socialism, except
scientific socialism, " The parties of the Afro « Marxist
state are Leninist in conception, they ars an organisational
weapon theoretically manned by a revolutionary vanguard
of the ideologically select, incarnating the will of the
workers and pessants. The party is accorded supremacy
over the state, which it dominates both through defining
its political choices and penstrating its key organs
through party cells %o
254 Youngy (Crawford); - ' Ope Cit ' p.27,




Moreover, thegse parties are based on the
vorker -~ peasant alliance and have created Peoples
Assemblies which means the consolidation of class
power 1.90. Pooples Power., The modus operandi of
these African « Marxist parties is based on democratic
centralism. Thls means state organs at district,
provincial and national levels are responsible to
the People Assemblies of the resnective levels and
on the other hand to the state organs at higher lev els.
(This can be seen e¢learly while studying tha vorking
of the locality govt. in Mozambique),.

The unity of power, democratic centralism
and double subordination are the three plllars on
which the functioning and organisation of the Peopla's
Assemblies and the apparatus created by rests.

In Africa the steps taken t$owards soclalism
vere seen in these forms, taking the oxémpla of Angola =
MPLA abolished remanants of fuedalism and established
gollective farms, it fought petty bourgeoisie and
tried to raise working class counscirusness, gnd finally
MPLA built its peoplets power which brought the class
under way by 1982 in angola.

In the case of Ethiopiay, the Commissin for
organising the Party of the Working Pecple of Ethiopis
(COPWE) was established 4n 1979, which has resulted
in the formation of workers rarty of Ethiopla (VPE)



a Marxist Leninst party #n 1984, whose main goal

was to achieve communism through socialism,

African socialism adherss to reformist soclalism
in the international working clas movement today,
Wa can term the end as 'Social - democracyt!, Charace
terics of Ysocial democracy' are recognisation of
excoptionally peaceful and gradual is reformist
methods of social acti:n, a striving to replace
clags struggle by class colabaration, the notion
of the 'gsupraw-clas.ty nature of state and democracy
and the conception of socialism as moral ethlesal

category 26

» S0 here we call these kinds of leaders

as social democrats. Their ideological and political
principles are opposed to revolutionary, proletarian

and opnosed to the theory of Marxism - ILeninism 27,

They reckon the growing national liberation movement
;ntensified strugcle of nati ns f or ecouomlc indece-
pendonce against imperialist interferences neow-colonialisgm,
racism and fascismy to declare its solidarity with

this strugegle and to support the Just demands of the
peoples of the dev eloping countries of Asia, Africa
and 1atin America. |
%¢'g?nMMQofﬁmmmmgwmmwmsnwmw
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All the states adhering to African Socialism
operate one - party system based on 1ideological
coaslderation. These African socialist believe that
only a oarty of correctly motivated people can
possioly gaide an African soclety in its struggle
to dev e<lop tovards i1ts emancivation. They regard
Marxist « Leninist states as dictatorial and hold
that the dictatorial regimes restrict power to a
single organisation than a nunber of organisations,
all competing to gain control of the government.

But #n the African soclaligt states such as Tanzania,
every attempt is made to ensure maximum solitical
participation of the masses and to provides for
collective leadersiip.

Here we shall study one of the African socialist
regimes, taking the example of Tanzania vhich has
adopted liberal democratic appro.ch under the leadership

of Julius Hyerere. Nyerere defended the existence
of one - party system by stressing on the naturs of
the social formation, in the African society 28.

Nyerere explained his philososhy which was

inclined tovards a Socialist strategy of dev elopment

29

in 'Jjamas = The basis of africun socialismt™, yherein

he presented a uniquely African coneception of soclalism

28, Nyerares (377 edom and UDLGY' (UAUru Ua Umo,a)
} Dar-€S-caalam, Oxford nniversity
Press 1968 p.103.

29 Yeager, (R);~ Tanzanria ¢ en African %ﬁgeriment* west
View pProsss y Eng PeODe
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that was intended to préviide a moral justification
for economic equality and democratic political parti-
clpation. This abstraction has come to form the
core of Tanganyikats dev elopment ideology.

The Tanganyika African National Union (TANU)
emerged as a single party in Panzania. In 1961,
Nyerere had declared his readiness to defend the
rights of a responsible oppositi:n party, but by
Jan,1963y announced his intention of his party to
inaurgurate a system of govermment in which an opp=-
osition party would no longer bs permitted. Nyerere
defended the - decision partly on the grounds that
without a one - party system Tanganylka would not
enjoy real politic al contests 1in its election. Only
a one - party system in vhich candidates belonging
to the same narty could compete for election would
restore the principle of choice to the Tanganyikan
electorate -~ so he argued. In gept, 1965, a genuinely
competitive general election under a one - party
umberella was held, In 1977, TANU was merged with the
Afro shirazi party (ASP) of Zanzibar to form a new
party, chama cha Mapinduzi (CCM or party of the
Revalution).

we find that the Nyerere had freely acknowledged
that, a long - term dedication to material sacrifice
and self help could not be sustained without fresh
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injection of creative and persuasive political leadere
siiipe " He rejected the notion that this catalyst
should be supplied by an elite vanguard party whose
ideological evangelists were rigourously schooled
in the organisational and motivational free sex of
tscientific socialismno0,

He held to belief that TANU should perservere
in guiding and overseeing the government and society
besides being a mass party. The only change would
be that instead of being onen to all Tanzanians,
TANT membershin could be limited to those who are
willing to accent the hardshins of social amd economic
leveling and the dslays of achieving modernity through
democratic discussi-n and rurrl selfereliance.
These recuirements applied esvecially to the party
and government professionals, who would no 1l.nger
be permitied to advance themcelvos, while the majority
of psople suffered in ablect poverty.

In the post independence era TANU was led by
the lower middle class and so emerced as a political
power rather than a mass party making Nyerere's
visualisation about the est blishment of participatory

30 Cliffe (Lionel); saul, J(eds)s Pcialism in Tanzanias
nterdisciplinar adery, Vol 24 Pollclesy
Quafroﬁl FAST Alrican publi

shing House 1973)
Do 5261 and 6670,
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democracy within the framework of one - party syndrome

a dream.

Kenya in the early years of independence provided
a8 fascinating example of a movement to and from one =
partylsm with the same regims in power. 1In 1964,
the Xenya African pemocratic Union, (KADU), the
original oppositlion party, liquidated itself and
merged with the ruling party, the Kenya african
National gnlon(KANU).

After achieving independence in 1964, Jomo
Kenyatta (President of KAN7T and rrime Minister of
Kenya)launched attucks on the main opposition party,
the KADU and calledy KADU atdying horset and
threatened that t very soon the countr; would see

Kenya as a one e« party staGGSl

« Kenyatta also said
that * In the ocne « party stats Kenyats opposition
will function from behind the house instead of across
the floor"y, moreover he sald thateeeeeself criticism
can be more scaring than wmere opposition for the sake
of opposition.

The country moved with one momentous decision

3. Guptay (V) Renya - politics of fénZ%Sggndence
Peopletspublishing Housey New De Ps .

32« Ibid, p~}.78c



from a two - party to a one - party system. within
the major party new tensions began to arise, and a
faction to the left of the top 1leadership gradually
began to be discernible as a source of challenge.
By 19664%he leftist faetion broke loose and formed
the Kenya Peoplets Union(KPU). Whereas the original
opposition had be:n from the right, +the new opposition
was from the left. But in goct 19694 the disastrous
events in Kisuma led the regime to ban the K.p.U.
and detain its top man. Kenya was back to a state
of one « partyism.

Kenyats two party sysfyem in both the first
phase KANU versus KADU whigh lasted until 1966, and
the second phase(1966-69) pelonged to the multi-party
mode of ethnic exclusivenebs, and as such did not
greatly contribute to natijonal unity. Ethnic
groups en bloc tended to ¢hoose one - party or the

other.

The unit of party afffiliation was originally
the ethnic group rather Yhan the individual Kenyat's
multl - party system « tgnded to be ethnically
exclusive, 1t was basically a less healthy system
than the ethnically inclpsive, one party system that
replaced it. Moreover, [the elections which took

place in pec 1969, appegqred to indicate that Kenya

afforded greater freedop under a one -~ party system



than it did under a two =« party system of ethnic
exclusiveness. KANU has since been vitorlous under
the leadership of J.Kenyatta and later Daniel Arap
Mol who did not allow room for any opposition to

hamper the working of single - party in Kenyas

In the case of Zaire when the army seized power
in 1966 it neutraliged both the head of state and
head of government. Buty contrary to the course
of events in the 1960 with the col ege des co

commissaries generaux, the institutional framework
was kept intact and posss were rilied by new officlals.
Mobutu became the nead of state,

After the army take over all political activity
had ceased anda the sole effective authurity was with
the army stuff. A8 soon as fMobutu becams head
of the states he proclalmed that no party polities
were to be practised in the country for 6 years. Yet
some people who were exluded from politics under
the first Repubiic 1,st no time in creating a corps
des volontaires de la Republique (CUR)s a civilian
organisation, which adhereu fully to Mobututs
programms and which forﬁall; asked Mobutu to Join
its ranks, Mobutu accepted the offer bét also formed
his own political organisation 4{n April 1966~Movement
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populaire de la Revolution(M.P.R) and declared himself
President. After the formation of MPR, members of
CUR dissolved their organization and joined MPR.
puring 1966, power was progressively concentrated at
the top of this politic al heirarchy in the hands

of the prresident, All oppositiun was curbed, in 1966
opposition was Physic;ally eliminated by the army.

In 1970, at the first extraordinary congress the MPR
became the supreme political institution and sole
organised political force in the country. tpAuthenticity?
was the initial doctruce followed by the Mobutu

regime in 1971, Between 1970-77 it bacame a monolithiec
state with sy.tematic and total suppression of the
oppositinon and the centring of all political structures
on the President making it to resemble an absolute
monarchy.

The other example of setting up of a legitimizing
party in Ethiopia. After the overthrow of monarchy
the military ruled Ethiopia with the help of peasantry
working class and intellligencia.

The provincial military government (pPMAC)introduced
a number of qualitative reforms and attem?ted to set up
a party of the working people. P.M.A.C. took almost
five years to s.t up (COPWE) a commission to establish
a party on Marxist L[eninst principles. It took COPWE
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another five years to set up workers party of Ethiopia
in 1984. The V,.P.E, declared comrdtment to Marxism

and Lenninism and has been preparing Ethiopia on the
princlples of a peoples Democratic Republic,

CAUSES FOR THE EMGRGENCE OF ONE=PARTY SYST 15 17 AFRICA

Having studied the different typologies of
one « party system in .frica, we should be able to
analyze the causes for its emergence. The main point
of discussion on the issue of the causes that 1lead
to emergence of one - party system in Africa raiges
a kind of debate among the different theoreticain
of social science. Some of the western scholars
advance their theories in favour .of one -« party systenm
with particular reference to Africa.

gome conditions are hereby put forth by Western
scholars to ex-lain the emergence of ong - party system
in gfrica. Pirstly, they felt that African traditions
donot allow political competetion since nublic affairs
are gsettled on the basis of consensus., Secordly,
in view of che African strurgle to achieve economic,
social and political amelioralism, 1t is unthinkable
to fritter awvay naticvnal resources in a fruitless
competetion for power, Moreover, the western style
of politics does not sult the .frican genics. Fourthly
since the party in power also happens to bg a mass

partys it is unnecessary for any section or group to



soek separate identity through different party
organisation. Fifthly, the western scholars felt
that the Africa n societies have no classes, hence
there is 1o need for organising parties on the basis
of class interest on the line of western capitalist
countries.

From the above analyses, the scholars formulated
Justifications for one « party systems which are i
i) Firstly they opined that one ~ party systenm

ensured political stability § secondly, under such
| a system, local and parochial elements are
from obstructing the process of building a nationg
thirdly they felt that, having a clear ildeology
such a system can mobllise popular efforts in the
direction of socio-economic change and finally they
Justified by stating that proesence of charismatic
leaders ip generated dynamism in the political 1ife
of new states.

In the view of marxist scholarss party system
is a reflection of economic reality serving the
1nteras£ of a particulayr class and it represents
the dominant sectiuvns of the classes. In case of
Africa, the dominant section consists of bureaucratic
bourgoisie or compradore bourgeols attempting to free
itself from neo - colonlal bondages and thus playing



J7
the role of national bourgeoisie. The working clasgs

is very small in number since subsistance economy
dominates in most of the African countries. In the
absence of any sizable industrizl sector comprador

or bureaucratic bourgeoisie 1ives on the expleitation
of the large mass of the peoples expanding capitalist
ingtitutions only to benefit small section of the
society; therefore it has tralts of national bourgeolse
but since it is of non-idegensous oprigin 4t plays

the role of sub-colonialism,

Fanon repeatiedly asserted that the nationmal
bourgeoide in Africa is a kind of phantom - bourgeoisie,
a weak hanger-on of foreign canitalism, with no
strength or intenti n of building its own canitalist
economys sinces infacty® under the colonial system
a middle class vhich accumulates capital is an immpoe

ssible phenomeny>S,

FanonM

says that, " content with its role isw
the western bourgeoisiets business agent”, the national
middle class is eminently suited to its function as
imperialisms internal ally 4n the posteindependence

game of neo=colonialism and in the fulfillment of this

33 woddish{(J)s;- qgw Eheories of Revolution,london,
1Aawrence and yinshart, s DeDUs

34, Fanon (Frantz)s, 'The 'retched 0T THE EARTH!
penguin, suffolk, 1863, p«133.




role it creates the single -~ nmational party", Thus
says Fanony the single party is established, ® the
modern form of the dictatarshlp of the bourgeoisie,
unmasked, unpainted, unscrupulous and cynic aln,
And at the head of this party stands the nationmal
leader, the man who had formerly embodied the
aspiration of the people for independence but who
now reveals his inner purposess " to become the
general president of that eompany of profiteers
impatient for thelr return which constitutes the
national bourgeoisie.® » The parties obﬁectively
sometimes, subjectively, the accomplice of the merchantn,
* but here no true bourgeoisie exists, there is only
a sort of little greedy caste, avid and voracious,
with the timid mind of « huckster, only %too glad
Lo accept the dlvidends that the former colonial
power hands out to 1t 35.
Having taken an overall view of the working
of poliﬁical parties in Africas we have realised
the diveﬁsity that exists amongst the political
parties according to the typology they have embraced.
we have chosen Kenya as our case ~ study and

having made a brief study of the political parties

35, Ibid - ps 135,



in africa, let us know concentrate on our attention
tovards the dynamics, of one-party system in the
mixed economy cum capitalist state 1.0. Kenya.

In the following chanters we Bhall study as to
how the emergence of one « party system took place,
its role in Ronyan politic and its working in the
caitalist state. FPinally we shall discuss whother the
Kenyan African latioual ygnion wus able $o establigh
democracy in Xenya or Eot %
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The pre-colonial Kehyan society vas marked by the
fact that no social classes existed in that p.riod. The
society then composed of different ethnic groups vhose
political and economic organizations varied according
to thelr occupational tasks. Dparyl rFords, the oritish
anthropologisty lists four main tynes of economies - -
collecting, hunting, cultivations and stock raising;l
These were essentially four difforent modes of production
that the variocus eébnxc groups ware engared ins Apparently
these different modes of production, rather than bringing
the groups together in one econonmic relationship,
onl; sought to isolate the croupss This was primrily
bocause each group was self-sufficient and vory little
commplcation sxlsted amongst the groups. The complex
tribal sSocial structures were not cazracterised by
ém econumic differshe;aﬁionsa

The soclal structure was formed tarough the
subsistence mode of production which vas based on a
communal system of labour utilisstion. ©nder this
system the recruitment of la.our could either be
voluntary or obligatory. The laboup consioted of
such public works as butlding of roads, bridges,

1. Gupta (V) « * Kenya Politics of(In)Dependenc ¢ty
Wow Delhi 1981, ped

- 2s Ibiﬁ, DeBo



41
ckearing forest land, ptotecting the area from animals
and the cultivation of farms, The regquirements of an
individual or the whole community were met by CO=
operative labour activity. rabour service was free of

any financilal charges.a

Jands The 1and Temure system in Kenya‘was very complex.
Since land generally could not be brought or sol the
shifting cultivatlion system was followed. This meant
a kind of land rotation where the communities would
use a siece of land for agriculture until 1ts fertility
was refuced. They would then salft cultivation to
the next plece of land and return to the earlier
plec e of land only after its fertility was restored,
Even then, certain tribes were aware of individual
rights to land as well as purchase and sale of land,
Howevery no registered titles of ownership existeda4
gSubsistenc e geconomnys

The subsistence economy was‘characterisad by lack
of regular production of surnlusi lack of specialle
sation on a significant scale and the stationary

teehnology.s
Such an economy exi:ted, both in ssttloment areas

and African.. reserves, This subsistence economy sector

exlisted without the concept of private property, It vas

3. Herskovits M« Je tBconomic Anthrupalogy' ¥ew Delhl
1974; p068~69¢p

4, Gupta (V) Op Cit p.6

5+ wlf(R.D.)s~ 'The Economics of golonialismt
Yale University press, londony 1974, DP9«
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only later that the modern economic sector introduced

the concepts of private property, employer, employees,
industrial and commercial groups and the all-ancompassing
super structure. '

As far as the state administration went, the
coercive appartus of the state was significantly small.
In the profiess of problem solving and decision-making |
consensus was the key word.
| All possible efforts were made to accommodate the
~different pointg of view in arriving at the final
solution or deeision. Thus the tribal domocracy was
a search for unamnity of the highest common racﬁor
of asgreement, and not a clash of two conflicting
vievs of two parties. It is often assumed that the
Africans are accustomed in their traditional tribal
way of life to the authoritarian rule of chiefs, apd
thaty conseguently, auth.ritatianism is likely to result
in their modern national governments ’8 A similar
situation exists even in Xenya.

Colonialism,
when the ‘colonial giant' swallowed the African

countries; there energed the oapitalist mode of productien,
whils puropean capitalist mods of production introduced
the institution of equality before lawy in Kenys it laid

6, Zolberg A.R.' Creating the relitical ordgé =he
partys states of west Africa, chicagoy 1966, p.18.
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foundations of ineguallty. It introduced legal relations
of discriminations subjugation and domination. 1t also
did rot bring any gualitative change in the means of
production in the subsistence sector of the economy.7
Even in the political field, the rev systems introduced
eentral authority side by side local administration. Thus
the traditional agricultural economic structure of the
African soclety had been super imposed by moncotised and
mechanical modern ecoromy leading to the rise of plural
economy which has ¢reated a kind of economic malise

in the pld pattern of econpnmic structurs and introduced
a4 colonisl economy where de-endence on the metropole

w&s a basic requisite.s

Thus colonialism in Kenya like
other aAfrican countries had two purposes suchas (l)to
exploit the rav materials and labour forcesat cheap rate
and (2) to bind Kenya within the parameters of worldd
capitalism.

For many years Africans have brcome used to the
authority of rulers whom they did not electj the contact
of the average African with his g-vernment today is sdme-
times not very different in kind from his contact with
the old colonlal governments. FKenya was coloniged
when 1ndustrial capital in Europe turned inte monopoly

capital. The capitalist mode of production was introduced

7+ Bret,(E.A.)1 'Colonlalism and Underdevelopment in
EBast Africa' Londony pe34.

8« Ibid pe34.
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in the colonles, They ostablished the plantation
economy in Kenya in 1902, The colonlial state colle
aborated with the local rising middle class and
provided them with infraewstructure roads-rails,
irrigation, electricity etc. They emerged as the
dominant class in different colonies controlling the
most dominant means of production i.e, land through
which control of the state laboring power was facilitated.?
Introduction of capicallst mode of productin led
to the formation of new social classes and factions.
The contradiction between the social classes arose due
to the exploitati n of the african masses by the
seﬁtlers;

The slogan ™ one man ong vote™ in Africa haé a
tvo fold significance. It has been the practice
of coloniallism especially British colonialism having
sepa. ate rolls under this system of separate voting
rolls, there were various divisions on the basis of
education and property or income. Social humiliation
of Africans through colour discriminationycondemnation
of polyganeous marriugey political supréssion,
expropriation of land from the Africans etc.

Q. Gupta (V)j *OPy cit! -p. 5,



promotsd c¢las contradictionss

Tarough artificial measures African working
class has been brought into existence in Kenya. The

Kenyans became the workers' not to earn money to
satisfy their needs but to pay taxes imposed to make
thelir work for the capitalist prcduction,lo The
uprooted Kenyan farmer desired the return of his land
and removal ofataxss. The grabbers of his land and
collectors of taxcs wers his enemies. e nurtured
hatred for them. His initial protests were personal,
limited to deserting the emnloye 8. It was only
during and after the 1920s when his landlessness
became an irreversible reality that he claimed the
labek of working class e« the prcletariatsll.!he
African worker was forced to work for wages in the
first two decgdes. A9 soon as he earned enough to pay
for the taxes he r.turned to the rural arcas to liva as
a subgi tence farmer. The result wvas obvious. The
Kenyan wage worker continued to move to and fro from
reserve to work area and to reserve. The soclal

characker of aAfrican vorking class noturally took long

10. singh, makhan nistory of Kenyats Trade Union
Movementn NWairobl 19269 pels

1l. Steels, D. " Theory of Dual Cconomy and African
Entreprenureship in Kenya" Jrurmal of Developmental
studiesy Octe 1975; Dpel2218,
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time to change 1tself to the needs of the new enviornment,
The delay was further accentuated by the very slow growth
of industrial gector. Thls explains the paychology of
the Kenyan worker Who remained at least a peasant, vho
took wage emnloyment only %o buy congumer goods, or
pay a bride-price. 1In the nbsence of much industriae
lisation and mining activities the kKenyan industrial
proletariat is small in size. The bulk of Kenyan
labour 15 engaged on plantation, which wus the second
capit 11st industry to be startod in Kenya, under purely

Buropean entrepreneursnip.la

the first industry was the
railwuy'which emnloyed a large Indian labour. with the
ostablishment of plantation industry and introduction
of modern means of tr.nsport and communications, the
processing and service industry began to grow slowly.
After the introduction of the settlerwplantation
oconomy by the British government, there arose the
problem of noneav.ilability of African labour for
plantations. Africon traditional soclety was charace
terized by subsistsnce production, and had no cemployer-
employee relationship. In order to create an African
labour market, the Africants disinclimtion to alter
his traditional pattern of living had to be overcomg.

12« gupta; V. ? Op.cit ¥ DSl
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this could be done either by imposition of political
coercion or creating new desire for commodities which
ecould be obt-in=d only through the modium of monsye.
As the latter method was slow the govornment from time to
- time adopted a series of coercive measures. The African
had to pay tax in cash. He was debarred from growing
cash crops. His land was reduced in size. ToO ensure
that he did not avold paylng t axes he was made $o carry
on identity card with full emnloyment record. It was
a humilicating procedure.

The Africans were ~estpicted to ac tually occuried
arcast called reserved, These restrictions created a.
situation where surplus african population had no
alternative but to find work outside their reserves,
with population growth the overcrowded reserves forced
the Africans to the labour narkets. 50 the african
labouers were initially pushed out and not pulled 4in
vork are\as.l:3

Another messure applied by the government was the
instrument of taxation. As early as 1901, a Hut Tax
of 52 was imposed partially to collect revenue and
establish authority but mainly for procuring labours
when the Hut tax did not fully meet the requirements,
the government uncuer the pressure of the Buropean
farmers imposed poAl Tax. Un er the Hative Hut Tax
and poll Tax ordinance issued in 1908 every adult male,
13. Ibide pe52s
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vho did not own a hut vas made liable o pay a
tax of 5.3 in cash or ia kind(labour). The aAfricans
could offer 'one monthts labour in licu of the 1:&,:1:..1‘gl

To bind the African to ads work aad avold desere
tions, a :asters and gServants Ordinance was issued
in 1906, The ordinance empowered the administration
to punish & labourer for absence from work, insubordie
nation and negligence in work. The punishment could
either be impiisonment or cash fing., The imprisone
ment coa}__d bo imnosed in the form of labour to be
performed onh governmisnt project or on puropeanst farms,.

To restrict the arca of cash earning the Kenyan
administration, with the aim of vrocuring labour for
Europeans, banned the production of main casti crons .
(tea, coffee, sisal )by Africans. This diserininatory
regulation excluded the Africans from earning cash
through any other method excest wage labour.

In order to struggle agcinst forelgn occupation
of. the country, against seizure of African lands gnd
againgt forced labour, the African peopley wherever
possibley resorted to apmed harassing of the British
authorities, attacks upon labourers bullding the
rallvay, the voycott of work for settlers and other

14, Ibide Dpe32.
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employers. All this resistance was sporadic and
generally_gecretly organised. At times it used the
tribal organisation with sanction or tracit consent

of a patriotic chiefs, At other times it was organie
sed by secret tribal groups in spite of the opposition
from stooge chiefs, - The imperialist rulers systemas
tically passed and enforced all sorts of oppressive
measures, such as direct gstatutory compulsion,
imposition of hut and poll tax, curtailment of ‘
African lands, assigstance by officials for recruitment,
use of chiefs té_recruit thelr people as labourers,
forcibly preventing a labourer from leaving a job

he did not like, making ordinary disputes between
employer and employee criminal offenpas, and making
use of the 'kipande' registration system for controlling
movements of Arfican labourers and for locating and
identifying them. The labour legislation promulgated
during the initial period of the British rule was
Anti-slavery, Edict of 1891 § Varancy ordinance 18963
African passes ordinance 19003 Hut Tax ordinance 19013
Native porters and Iabourers Ordinance, 1902, Master
and gervants QOrdinance 19013 rabour Rules, 1907,
Registration of Domestic gervants Ordinance 19103

and Native Registration Ordinance 1915, which was
.baqed on the recommendations of the Kenya iabour
Commission for the introduction of the *Kipande!system
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of compulsory registration for all adult male Africans,
The main result of all this labour legislation was
that the euployment of every African employee, whether
forced or otherwise, was a "contr.ct of servicen
enforceable by penal senctions, any infringement of
which was a criminal offence punishable by find and/
or iapriosoment. In order to help the enfarcement of
the tcontract' and to tighten the contr>l over all
adult male Africans the Native Registration ordinance
of 1915 was brought into force from lst llovember,1919,
KIPA''DE: RESTRICTIONS ON MOVIMENTS

In May 1915 the governgent introduccd compulsory
registration for all Africans. This notorious legislation
checked the movement o’ the African worker from and
to reserves., Every male African was obliged to

register himse f to obt:in and identification certificate

Kipandeg and carry the same all the time on his norson.
thile registering he had to give the impressions of

all ten fing:rs of ais nands, which were forwardad

to the Centr.l ringer pureau for record to truce him

in case he deserted his employer. 1If the aAfrican

was caught, avay from his vork without his Kipande

or without its »nroper endorsement, he could be arrested.
He had to get endorsement on Kinande which was to be
made in English against certaln payment. The power

to demand the production of the Kipande was abused
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by the police, who & number of times took bribes fronm
the labourers who were generally illiterats. For
offences against the HNative Registration ordinance
the African was liab.g to a fine of 320 or three
months imprigonment or labour. The date of entering
Ghd;leavzng the employment of a European had to be
showyn on the xipandey and 1t was illegal to enter nevw
employment 1f the Kipande had not been signed by

the previocus employer. The basic purpose of this
msésure was to check desertions by aAfricans. Indeed
there was & marked dropr in the mumber of deserters
after the institution of the nass system.

HIRED LABOURERS#

For almost first two decades africans were not
hiréd in the industry on regular basis. Energetic
africans vho knew a few vordls of English used to
gather around themseiv.s a group of Africans generally
of the same clan. The gang of labourers used to
move with the gang leader from ons employer to anothor.
Every gang had a core of workers who could be regarded
as semie-permanent, but still paid by the day. tThe
gang leader called "serangs" was entirely responsible
for the performance of the gang and for paying thea
after the work was completeds Many of the "serangs®
becams rich by taking a cut from each of the workers.
The employers ineluding the harbour and railway
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suthorities were only concernsd with the completion
of the work. They wers not =sxpected to provide any
facilities to the workers and the workers had no
rights", The system continued till the end of firat
world wvar yhen systom of recruitment slightly changed
but not out of all recognition. It is only after

the second world war that majer African labour force
cams to be employed on regular monthly basis.
CHARACTERISTICS OF KENYAN WORKING CLASS:

The Kenyan working class was mainly poor and
1111 terate, Dus to very low degree of industrialization,
the persistence of attachment to land and family and
low wages, remained undifferentiated as a class, BExpept
for Mombasa and Nairobi where the vorkers acquired
some degree of stabllity, the Kenyan worker remained
& peasant, The unstable or mobile nature of the working
force affected very advergely the strength of the
trade unions.

Another characteristics of the Kenyan working
class is the s>cial heterogeneity., Different ethnie
groups with differing languages acted as a hindrance
to unity. In the initial period, 1.e. upto the 1940s
the skilled and unskilled workers were separated on
the basis of ethnic and recial dittarema}s, the skilled
Jobs being 4n the hands of Asians. This phenomena



reduced the collective dargaining eapacity almost
t111l Jjoint unions vers formed from 1938 orwards.

™e third characteristics of the Xenyan workers
vas their colonial cohdition based on racial discrie
mination. The African looked at the European employer
and administrator as one from the same group i.e.

‘the rulers. He linked all his labour problems with

colonjalism. To him the solution of labour problenms
was found in the political struggle against coloni.

alism including its local agents,

The exploitation of African labour during 1its
germinating period and for a long time there after
for reaons of its being under ths racial and colonial
conditions, was most tarrifying. The Africans vere
compelled to work for European or Indian employers.
They wers ongaged to work through dubious methods.
paring these contracted days he had to work for fiteen
to sixteen hours. Even the minor girls wore made to
work in the same way. Beating of children as well
as adulis, male and female, for minor mistakes was
very common. Living conditions vere really bad and
wages were too Jlow. Puniahment So those who tried
to escape these brut.lities was heavy. Often most
deserters were recaptured unless they crossed the
border or went s.xito the forest which® served for years
as sanctiory for incrsasing number of lawless natives,?

15+ Ibid. p«54.
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In the pre-colonlal Kenya there was an absence
of classes. Colonialism disturbed the RKenyan classless
societal fabric and introduced capitalist institutions,
The resultant feature of this soclety was the identi.
fication of alien settlers of exploitative class
and the aboriginals of the expMted class. We found
a large mamber of Asian and European settlers in Kenya
during this time.

when the work on the construction of Uganda
Railway began 4in 1895, the immigration of the aAsian
settlers to Kenya started on a big scale. Here Indians
migrated from India for better economic prospects and
became farmers and cultivated cotton ,linseed, rice,
sugar cang etc. 8o amonug the non-indigenous population
of Renya, we found the Indian community securing first
position. But at the lower lev el, we found the Indians
as the artisang, barbars, pedlars, boot makers etec.
and at the higher level, ministers, solicitors, school
teachers etc.

The European settlers with the collaboration of
the colonial master grabbed the land and acquired a
dominant economlc position in the Kenyan economic
structure. Thus the top managerial and entrepreneur
work was made exclusive domain of the Europeans.
e skilled and semi-skilled jobs were meant exclusively
vror the Aslang. go this strategy helped the colonial
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rulers in restricting the Africans to the lowest economic
and political statug. Thus it resulted ina kind of
raclal segregation occupying distinctive positions,
Kenyats ¢lasg-caste stratification coincided with the
racial or ethnic divisions. Thus we find that in the
Kenyan colcnial setting the colonial rulers were

on the top, then the guropeans, then the Indians

and Asians and #a the africans held the lowest rung

of the ladder,

The political scene in Xenya completely changed
after the advent of the British. There was no genya
with present borders. There was no central government
with one lawy one defence, one extermal policy etce.
Each tribe had 1ts own politieal entity and its rule
oxtended as far as its menmbers grazed thelr cattle
and engaged in agriculture. Colonioers brought the
different tribes to live togethsr. And staylng
together led to later Jolning hands to fight for
better conditions. within this petty-bourgeols group,
the landed aristocrats and educated elite were included.
wWith imposition of the capit.list system there emerged
a4 new economic system and resultant qualitative
changes. go due to the improvemsnt in the agricultural
sector, these landed aristocrats benefitted more from

the economic systems Due to the impact >f missionaries,
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& lot of Africans got a chanse to be educated. go
this period had becn wraped by the rise of a kind
of political consciousness among this rising petty.
bourgeoisie, Dpuring the days of Ist world war, the
most active protest was being organized by Kikuyu,
Lubya, the Iuoy the Taita, the Kamba, the Giryams,
the mandi, and the Kipsigls tribes.

Raving both a moral anmd urban base, the educated
petty~bourgecisie took the lead and formed politiocal
parties. Harry Thuku, the founding father of‘voung
Kikuyu association)YRA demanded in 1921 for more
sdusation and knovledge of legislations affecting
them and withdrawal of the move to reduce African
vages and settle Buropean ex~soliders in Kenya: Thuku
contacted other tribes and got the full support from
Luo and Kamba peoples. aDd he was planning to form
an all-tribal political organisgation - The East African
Assoclation., But the government banned the m«u“

In December 1021, the Luos and iubiyas being ingpired
by the xikuyus formed Kavirondo welfare pssociation
(EWA)s They expressed their grievances' regarding tho.
high poll tax and the adminiatration forcing people

to wvork on puropean farms or perform compulsory free

19, mennett,(Ceorge)s "Kenya® 3 A political History,
1ondon, 1963, pe3s
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labour on roads etc. ' The most important demands
of the YRA were for better education and freedom to
form politieal organisations with their own leaders.
In fact,; both these parties laid the foundation for
the movement for indepsndence. But the government
outlawed the Young Kikuyu aAssoeiastion, and converted
the xavirondo welfare Association into Ravirondo PTaxe
payersss welfare pssoclation(K1WA)., A Buropean,
Arct#acan Owen, head of the Church Mission society
became KTWA president. The British administrators
vere unhappy even #ﬁ:h 'church controlled KTWAs

But the growing politicel consciousness among
the sfricans perturbed the Britishers. Around tois
time the asian settlers were also raising thelr ¥oice
against the colonial exploitation and racial discrie.
nination and vere demanding for the equal rights with
mmpeéna settlers vho had demanded tself-governmentt
and had threatened to st.igu the tcoup' in cage the
right was donled. The controversy between psians and
Europeans further politicized the atmosphere in Kenya.
Africans contimied to organise thomselves.

4nl the remergence of Young Kavirondo Assoclation
(Y.K.A.)as Xikuyu Central association{KCA)in 1924
posed another threat to the colonial rulers. The
- establishment of RK.C.A. vas permitted because a parlie
amentary commission led by ormsby~gore was on & visit
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to Kenys during that time. The KCA under the lecadership

of Joseph Kangethas and Jesse RKariuki invited all Xenyans
to join hands. The response from almost all tribes

and all organigations was very good. The young miss

of Lfrica:i: were very much active in ths anti-colonial
and anti-Buropean struggle and imbibed with the ideas
of mumy.m But the main support to the KCA vas

from the landless Xikuyus who were hanging around for

& morsel of food and selling thely laboup at a cheap
rate. During this time their demands werscenfered round
on the subjeots like land, labour, Kipande, African
customs and demanded the ban being 1ifted on the
production of cash crops by the Africans, rolease of
Harry Thuku who had bgen arrested sarlier, demoorati-
sation of the local Rative Councils; establishment

of central Native (Council and inclusion of the
African representatives inside the legislature *2‘.& -

But inspite of thelr unity the leadership, had no
ideslogy and definite programme of action. The KCA
brought out a mevs sheet called Muisuithania to propogate
1ts natiomal cumitmentoaz The rising strength and

popularity of KCA worried the furopean gettlers and
adninistrators. The Ruropeans who folt threatensd

20. Historical survey of the origins and Growth
of Mau Mau gannual paper N0,1030) HMSO» London,
1860y p.80=-892

21. Rative Affairs Department Report, Naiprobi 1928,p.2

22 1Ibid.y Ds2



59

by the KCa's grovth accused KCA of carrying on seditious
activities and demanded an investigation into the aAfrican

unrest.aq'

The colornial power responded postively. It
strengthened the hands of local native administrators
by giving them Judicial power to pun ish the political
offenders in order to completely suopress the African
political activities. '3y this time Thuku had been
roleased from detention. But he returned as a mallowed
dawn man and formed the Xikuyu prévincial assoclation
(KPA). The XPA which became a moderate organisation,
The Kpa sought tho cooperation of the government and
refrained from attempting to spread its activities to
other tribes. Dpuring the thirties wakamba Members
Assocliation(wMa) and Teita Hills asscciution(THA) got
as.ociated itself with KCA. KCA also took an active
interest 15 trade union activities., By 1839 KCA had
assumed a national character covering the people from
all spnerés and tribes.

But on 27th May 1940 the government banned the KC 4
the A and the TiA. The KCA news sheot was closed
down and KCA leaders wero arrested. The ban on KCA
and other organisationg pushed African political
activities underground. After the ban, KCA was run
by a five man exscutiv ¢ conmittee. They tock the oath

24, East African standard, Hatrobl 8 March 1830.
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of secrecy on the Bible. The oath bound the Africans

to campaign for the return of land, %o fight for freedom
from European rule and to assist the association with
funds. The petty-bourgeois forces which took the lead

to demand political changes corresponding to the

changing economic conditions, by denial of even the
minimum political expressions, was forced to adopt

the militant approach which gave birth to an armed
rebellion and caused the sacrifice of many Kenyans.

POLITICAL PARTIES DURING WORLD WAR II:

buring forties, the Africans political consciouse
ness and involvement in political activities was much
higher than that of the previous decades. They started
active participation in rocal Native Councils and
demanded representation in the regislative coun.cil.‘26
In response to African demands the government announced
in 1942 a pive aAfrican Members Standing Advisory
Committee for Iocal Natlve Counclls, but this was mot
regarded by Africans as sufficient to represent their
cause or air their problemé and legislate about them.
African pressure was so heavy that in 1944, Eliud
Marthu, a Kikuyu was appointed to the legislative Council.

He was the first African member of Iegislative Councll

o5, GUPTA ,(Vijay), Kenya's struggle for preedom Africa,

Quarterly survey, March,1964. p see far details on KCA.

26. S0 far Africans were represented by Native Commissionats
or missionaries who were all Europeans.
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of Kenya. Two years later he was foll wed by a Luo,
¥.B.A. Olanga, British government permitted p:athu
to foram a country wise party, a privilege so far
denied to Africans. He formed a nev party known
as ﬁhe Kenyan African Study Union (KASU) and declured
that the KASU aimed at uniting the aAfrican people and
to promote their social, economic and oolitifal
interests.Z’ After two years in 1946, KASU changed-
its name to Kenya African Union(KAU). puring this
time Jomo Kenyatta who becoms first prime-minister |
of Kenya, had returned to Kenya from London and he
took over the leadersiip of the KAU. Many local
agsoclatl :ns which vere tribal in character with
social and nationalist content, came into existence
during this time. Such associations emerged even
amongst the pastoralicts tribes such as Kipsigis,
Nandi and Masal (Xinpsigis - Randi ynion, The Masal
Union)s the coastal areas also had a number of unicns.
African politicai leaders orgaalsed strikes; none
cooperation movements, submitted petiti 'nss hold mass
rallies and openly clashed with loyalist chlefs,
POST WAR DHASE AND RIS. OF REBELLION:

But in the poste-war serlod, tahe KaU fought
against the severe economic crisis which had been

27« GCUPT.19(V)ss*portraity of an Agent Empire'y
Africa (aarterly Vols XVII No.2 1977 1478
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caused by certain action of the colonial government,
The British colonial office and Kenyan government wanted
to settle some EFuropean ex-soldiers in Kenya by giving
taem land for farming or ranching. 50 the KAU launched
the non-cooperation movement against the government
projects and simult-neously it organised a boycott of
EBuropean goodss ’

gSoon its protests became more militant. The
nationalist feeling got further murtured by such bodies
as the Forty Group, The Land rréedom Army, the Action
Group‘within KAUy and the Trade Unjons under Chege
Kibachia and Makhan gingh these developments wore seen
as yaft of a8 gensral nation wide Afro-sasian moveuent
against colonlal dominations As the militants later
known as Mau Mau mobilized people in tae towns and
among the squatters 1ln the RALt Valley to struggle for
thelr Liberation, the moderates gave, though hesitant,
support to the natiuvnalist movemsnt.28 In August 19850,
the government declared MAT MAU to be an illegal soclety,
because to them probably, MAU MAU was the movement of
those who took traditional mth to fight for their land
and country.

puring this time KAU damanded for the inecrease of
African seats in the legislative Council to twelve.

28, Independent Kenya, sponsored by the Journal of
African Marxists, Zed Press, Iondon, 1982, p.10
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Nevertheless the XAU leaders did rot ask for the |
immediate trangfer of power. The demand for independence
vayr first raised in 1850 at a *ay Day rally.

In 1952, a ban was placed on all political meetings
and very rigorous conditins were put on the organi-
sation of even nonepolitical meetirgs. The government
made it compulsory for the organisers to obtain prior
permission from the pistrict Commissioner. On 218t Octe
1852, the government launched an attack on the African
political movement by declaring the state of emesrgency
to 'maintain lav and order i.e. to crush the MAT MAU
Movement. The Land and Freedom Armyts armed activities
and Kikuyuts rebellious activities. Most African leaders
including Jomo Kenyatta were arrested, The Africans
vere left with no other alternative but to go to
the jungles, underground and they swelled the ranks
of MAT MAU movement. The African opnosition gained
intensity with every additionmal dose of coercion and
terror, the rebellion began %o spread over to sver
vwidening aresas. thile the fight vas going on in the
interior, the Afric.n nominee of the Kenya Legislakive
Council,2%, 1ssued on 16th Novembor, 1953 a statement
demanding that (1) the emergency mst be ended quicklyj
(2)africans should be electea to representative bodies

29, Kenya legislative council pebates, 25 May 19854,
Colse Oy 21-584
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and African membership of these bopdies must be
of such a strength that it will effectively influence
public affairs for the benefit of the vhole country;
(3) the African must be assured adeguate éecurity
of land. |

on the other hand, at the initiative of plo Gama
Pinto (Indian), the leaders of the MAU MAU(land Freedom
Aroy )in 1854 maae efforts %o reach a settlement with |
the colonial office about the future of Kenya. The
MAU MAU Zaaders demanded full Iindependence under
African government to be redistributed amongst the
Kenyan citigzens., The MAU MﬁUvieaders demanded full
independence under African leadership and return
of - all allienated land to Kenyva African governuent
to be redistributed among the Kenya citizens,

The British government sent a parliamentary
delegation in 1854 to recommend legislative and other
changes. The delegation revcommnded hat the Africans
develop their own political organisat.ons. The
Kenyan goveranent in June'1955 permitted Africans to
form political organisat ons at district level. Bug
tha Kikuyuy Zmbu and Meru who were more cljsely linked
vith MaU MAU m ovement were n>t given the freedom to
form political organisation. The Kenya Federation of
Laboupry and 1ts Gsneral cretary Tom Mboya condemnsd
the government decision and demanded that the freedom



65

to form political organisation be extended to all
areas. puring this time (M.G.Arwings - Kodhek, and
African lawyer formed in April ,1956 a party known
as nairobi pistrict African Congress (NDAC)s. The
1IDAC attracted a 1large number of people but failed
to forge a united front amongst political factions,
goon there was a split in the Dacs After the split,
the leader of the break away faction, Tom Mboya formed
a rival political party - the mairobi reoples convention
Party(NPCP)s Moanwhile Kenyan constition was changed
to accomodate elected Africans, when the first african
electivn in 1957 was held the Africans had a political
party in each constituency.(l) Mombasa African
pPemocratic Union’(mgns) (2) The african District Asso-
clation(central Nyanza); (3) The Kisil Highlands
Abagusil associgtlon (North Ryansa District)y (4) south
Nyanza Distriet Africun political jAssoclation;(5)Teita
African pemocratic Unionj (6) The Halurn aAfricean
Progressive party. Thuse parties although rudiment
in organisat on and membership, repreéented a new
beginning in politics, Congecuently after the election
eight memvers of the Leglslative Council formed in
1959 Kenya Natlional party(xnP)s The KN™ represented
economically backward and rural based intevests The
party declared 1itself in favour of a common electoral

roll, more seats for the Africans in the legislative
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couhcil, responsible government for Kenya from 1964 °
to 1968 and full selfe-goverrment in 1968. But the
other leaders also known as militant were totally
dissatisfied with this kind of moderate apnproach of
. KlIPe 50 they formed the Kenya Independence Movement
(KIM) with a clear objective of an early independence.
They forced the British to hold a constitutional
¢confereince in 1960y the KIM and KIIP grouped together
and formed the African Elected Members QOrganlsation

to present a united African front. put after the
conference, due to elther personal ambitions or
ideologiczl dif®rences the African unity crumbled,

Kii™ with a few other groups emerged &s the Kenyan
African pemocratic Union (KADJ)s On the other hand,
KIM leaders organised themselves into Kenya African
National Union(xANT): So negotiating (1260-1962) the
terms of independence with the British g-overnment
was. left to those tuo parties.

But the programmes of the KANT and KADUD were

not very different. In iheir manifestoes both pledged
themgelves to fight for an independent Xenya. The
RANY was a group of petty bourgeoise liberal democrats
and some leftists. IV was strong in Urban areas and
in crowded reserves of the 10, Wakambos Kikuyu and

the associsted Uribes. The KADUy on the other hand,

was an alliance of conservative agrarian tribes drawn
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together mainly thraugh fear of beiog absorbed by

the KATI*s supnortors. Ideologically RADT wenmbers

and XANT couservatives had similar positione In RAlD
there was a aroup of ieftists who supnorted socioe
~eco.uonle caan g8 to usher in nonecaplitalist orientation.

Bat before giving tie full inderendences tho
colonial governor sroposed for a curetaker government.
S0 1in tho slection oOf 1961y the results showed thut
KA was supportod by the major tribeﬁfsuch as gituyus,
a0, Dmbuy Meru, Kanba, and xisii vidceh formod Gl.48
of the populationy while AT held the alleglance
of the nastoralist asal, valenjin, ariama efe, But
in the final stape of eleéti ng RATT emorged as the
bigrest groun in the 1egislative Council,

Tho Jritish govern=nt favoured the vaAD7 and put
1ts leader as incharge of interin caretoker governmant'
* 4ingpite of 1its being'in ninority in the legislative
council, The KANT luuncned a massive movement for
full 1nﬂeﬁendeneé under a strong centre and asked for
a ngw constitutl:nel conference. Finding the pritish
dalaying independence by making KaDJ demand for a
federul system(regional) the KATI agrecd for regiuhe
alism in order to avoid any fu thor delay in the
grent of indspendence, The walte settlerst played an
important role in the ®AD7. Tlelr gre.test victory
vas in getting a lease of two years for tryinp the



KANU govern ent before taking un citigenship. On
12th pecember 1963, Kenya became indspendent under

a congtituti»n nroviding for regional semi-autonomyy
with legislatdre elected on universal franchise.
Polb¢1c31 rover was handed over to the aAfricans but
economic pover remained in the hand of the settlers

- White and psians. Thus fritish colonialism left
Kenya with a8 settler dominuted civil service ana

army and an economic gstructure dominated by the settlers.
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the MRU Mau, the IADd Freedonm Aray ond the unity
of the nationalist movements cuiminated in forcing out
the sritishers out of the Kenyan 8:il, leuding to the
handing over of politicul power to the african
nationalists. pue to the nationalist movemsnt launched
in different african countries the oolonlsers and
local settler realiped that their intorests and
investaents would be Lbeltier safe guarded if theyjoined
hands with the African lesders instead of suppressing
tm;‘ and, therefore, they created an economically
better off class of Africang. Por this purposo,
the British governmnt incorporataed schemes such as:
land distribution schemes, aAfrisanisation, and import
substitution industries.

08 the pretext of decolonisation, the nritish
transferred pover to the africans with the tacit
understanding that interests of the former colonial
masters would bDe well sustained, Haoce the new raling
class that emerged, continued the colonial form of
production waich vas explitative in W nature and
the new Mling class enlisted theogelves in majority
party KAND. |

Ho doubt, every atate that has moved from
colonialisa to independence has ssu~ht to shape itUs

le B®e Cupta (Vijay) op-city pel73




inherited institati ns to the changing circumstaices
and ideas of thut independence, and Kenya is no
exneption.a int in the noszt-indevendence era ve
have to sec whother Xenya has got voth economic and
politic.l fresdom or onl., political fresdom. DJut as
we observe the Aiff .rent facts avout tho decolonisation
procoss in Kenya in early sixties, w can say that
the colonial legacies still continue to exist in Kenyae
Tae rukling class 1.0« the rising uiddle elqsa or settl
bourgeoisiey in tie post imierendence ora, used land
and ugricu.ture for accumulation through state
powuers Moreovers they also ado .teu corrupt practices
by expunding the eanterprises in number and size and
moved from exchange into producti.n by imposing
restrictions on settier commnities and foreign
capital in some arcas. These t,pes of accumu.ative
activities nelped this class to become an indégenous
bourrecisie. The working class and landless regsantry
could not revolt agoirst this class because of somo
sind of restrictions imnosed on them, such as contirol
over the labour moviment, baaning of nolitical
~arties and intinidating any oppositic: to the ruling
class. Then there arose a kind of conssiousness
in the working class and neasantry due to the spmerpgunce
2; Gertzel, Cherry; ° The rolitic of' ndenendent

ke 1963-80" Eaat:%frfdan §§§I!s&§ﬁb‘ﬂdd§e:'
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of growing inequality 4in the societal structure. This
kind of consciousness posed a serivus challierge to
the position of working class. But this kind of
exploitative policties of this new ruling class was
increasing day by day due to the continulng presence
of foreign capituly proportionats increase in its
investment and profit: and adoptation of the methods
beneficlal to the ruling class as against the broad
3 shug, toversely, the local petti-bourgeoisie
eo-oparated with forelign capital as long a8 £tz own
eccumulations vas increased.® i here we can find
out easilys that this new ruling elite was jJust a cog
in the machine vhich is totally controlled by the
metropolitan bourgeolisie, Yo doudt, pover was handed
over to them but they di14 not have any sconomic power,
Here we can gquote 3:50!1, when he says'y ®“poworless
econoaically, unidble to bring abdbout the exiastence

of cohersnt social relations and standing on the
principle of its domination as a classy the bourgeoisie
chose the solution that seems o it the easiest,

that of & single party=." Thus one party system which

A

g o Bt i
* RAP3 ( can po geonony )

m. s JAneADPLL 1.??7; ronden p.94&
& 1Ibid , p.8S
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came into being. {econdly, the Buropean farmers

evicted a nuzmber of squatters thus further accen-
tuating the problem ,f lardless labourers. These
aevictions ad.ed to the already serious ~roblens
of unemployment in the country., Thirdly, aAfriceniza-
ti n of commercial and aiumin’ strative jobs led %o
the formatlon of an African bureaucraey vith interest
in reftaining tho orivileges nreciously mononolized
by puroncans and ssians. Four, a numder of industriszl
and comerclal units,y with mlti-racial ownership
of aAfricang, asians and furo~eans, were set up. This
became possible b, adonting tas policy of encour.ring
privite enterprise. 1% led to the emergence of aAfrican
private entrvnrencurs working in c¢ollaboration with
settler bourgeoisie. FPFlve, a number of multinational
corporutions warc permitied to inv est in the private
sector in genya.6
The emergence of land owing c¢lass, a bureaucratic
privileged elite group and an Iindustrialist clasc led
to mev tensions and contr-dicticng in the Fonyan
society. The privilegud strata apnropriated the maapr
portion of ths surplus and thus incrcased the gop
between them and the poor labourers, workers and civil

6. Cuptu,(Vijay); ' Kenya One rerty gystem.! ‘aper
presented at a seminar at snexducads 1981
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is generally rejected by the whols mass,; suited the
Dev rulers, and they adopted the same.

the classecharacter of KA always leads us to
the conclusion that it had acongst its leaders petty-
bourgecisie liberal democrats, leaders of working-
class and landless labourers and soms small peasants
whniles the XAD!' was the body of pettiy-bourgeols,
pro=-British tribalist leaders. 5o the purpose of
establishing single party sy:tem was not to set ‘
up a party with democratio centrallism but to elimirate
opposition to the economie iymm which angouraged
unegual development and ereation of indigencus bourw
geoisie. 80 the ruling circle had its base in the
landed and business interests of the bureaucrsoy.
go they have grabbed all important positions in the
commercial and administraztive sector and has supplementsd
1ts incone by draving on a sldsh fund of terrific
proportions. the brosd masses veres misled to have
trust in the leadersaip of Jomo Kenyatta and his
Party, Kalll,

The transfar of power set in potion notable
changes in the Kenyan econcamy s the ownership of
& nunbpy of large cash crop farms came in the hands
of aAfricans ani in & short time a mmber of african
farmers with vested interests in the continuatian of
the sy tem of cheap labour Dy landless labourers



servants,; stc. The wege earners ssotor increased
in sise on the one hand, and umemployment due to
hesvy evietion from Ruropean lands on the others

By surrendering 7on land issug the Af'rican
leaders fnsteud of Jolning hands with the african
masses developed class interssts waich wore basically
similar Co those of tlm Rurdpean farmers. Africans
in powur go% bans and other loans and bought farms.

Africaunizationy rampant copruption, nspotism
and appropriation of lmge surpluses; helped in the
diversification of the sconomy and creating & boure
geolgie which pruspered by collaborating with the
international capital and Oy exploiting the African
musses, This bourgeoisie controlied political power
and neld the economic strings. The enemiss of this
class were not the expatriate. The ruling class was
willing to make working alliance with foreign capital
in touris.u, large seale constructiane The apfrican
leaders, from local councillor level to Minicter's
level, meinly invested in large scale farms and in
asall Dbusivess. They asquired egencies and direciorw
shi> to HNCs operating in xenya. aAslanca wore dlsturbed

-

7« One of the conditions of tyansfer of power to
the Africun was $taal land oscupied by the furopean
settlers shal! be bought by the africuns. The
Jritish govarnment provided a loan €0 Kenyan
government to pay for the land purchased from the
Earopeans



0o more than the whites.

Poreign capitsl was atmc’ﬁ_sd on very favouraile
terms, A lower middle class was founded by absording
approximately 600,000 people in the small peasant
cultivation in the fertile arems - with free hold titles,
™his un& 1sd to expulsion of more Africans from land
and enlarging the mumber of landless migrant labourers.
The african petty bourgeoisis wvhich &t the time of
transfer of power, acquired political control was
congtituted of the leading elements among the Africans.
In a shortvhile, it Decame the dominant class., TG
ee representod a specific economic sector, political
ordsr and ideoclogical super-structure.

The political apparetus of Xenya was being made
in such & way that no one could stand even in milti.
candidate constituency without the approval of party
bosses. all opposition wvas meaningless and ineffective,
exsept oOpposition to the ruling clique sround Kenyahkta
who was Ghe head of all those who used state machinery
and party for private advancement. The creation of
mythological charismay hypsmotic oratory, ambiguity and
threats by the Fenyan leaders have helped tham to rule
over Xenya under one pa rty system. They often varned
their opponents ¢ Blood would be shed Af any ono Uried
to interfere with the governmentt* ani the economio
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systems The oppoaition that existed at the time of
independence had beon forced out of active political
participation by banning, expulsiony imprieonaents
Oor even physical elimination, and thus, could be
able to sastabligh atrong one « party system. |

De~jure Kenya for long continued to be a multie
party state but de-fagto it was & single party system,
™mis state of affairs justifiedt, in the wastarn eyes,
Kenya to retain the tcharacter of democracy® inspite
of the authoritarianisn practised and human rights
dented,®

In bourgecls democracy, with more than ons party
there are often many contestants for one ssat of
representative bodies. Iu these societies people are
given to believe that they can exsrcise their vote
the vay they like and can elect representatives of
their own cholce; while in fact their choice is
restricted to those who themselves or their sponsors
have means to incur heavy poll expenditure. A poér |
man hag very limited chance of contesting. 1In socialist
{peoplate) democracies, there 1s dnly one party and ome
candidate but the party follows the princinis of
demogoratic centralism, holds periodical conferences to

8. Dre Gupta; (vijay)s Xenya Folitics of (in)depsndence
Ops ¢it pa 177,
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digouss programmes and to elect office bearers, sorolls
new members and is based >n political principles which
are ¢learly laid down e.g. dullding socialist ccm.’
In mpjority of the congtituencies in Xenya more
than ons candldate ia permitted to coatest from one
constituensy., The intending candidate has to be &
member of the KANU» has to apply for permission and
clearance and obtain a clearance chit from the high
command of the party. Under this aystem various
coxpeting interests within the ruling class can field
their candidates but opponents of thw system or the
ruling class; or the ruler, ars denied chits, 50
there 18 democracy for the members of the ruling
class; vhile dictatorship for the masses and the
opponsnts of the system, The common masses are given
to believe that they camnot perceive the subtle
sonplexities of multi-candidats single party system,
vhich, according to the rulers gemuinely gives them
& democratic cholce. In Feality the system in most
undsmocratic and even within the system the dominant
faction of the ruling olass remains in advantageous
position Dbecause it can get its own candidates elected
as against that of other factions within the bourgeoisie
by manipulation of slection machineyy and control of

Ssasinile

9« OUPta,(V)§ * Kenya Obe Party System
op.cits
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K&RU is the only party which is peramitted to
function in Kenya. Other palitical parties L.e. the
African people's party (APP) led by Xamba leader
paul Ngei and the XAD? let by paniel arap Mol were
merged with the KANU. The Xenys Peoplets Union
led by Ogings Odinga which emerged as a splinter
- group of KAND formed Dy the radicals was banned. The
merger of KADD and APP wig pArt of the grand design
of genyatta to eliminate all opposition after indep=
endence.

In order to understand the measures adopted to
orush demosracy in Xenya, ome must understand the
process of sliminating opposition parties. Three
monghs after attaining independence, An March, 1964,
Kenyatta launched attuck on the msin opposition
PATLYy KADUs He oalled XADU & 4ying horss and
threatensd that 'very soon the country would see
Kenya &3 one party state.' Qusstioning the need fop
an opposition party, be sald that ¥in one psrty state
Kenyats opposition will funstion from behind fn the
house, instead of mcross the floor.* BExplaining this
soncept of opposition from behind he sald'yuling party

Wi o M N

10s dquptas (¥)3 *pPolitics of (in)dspendence?
op.cite Do v i 4 )
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listens to the criticism by 1ts own members ..sslnstead
of across the floor, gelf-criticism can be more searing
than mere opposition for the scke of opzmsits.an.u It
is possible within the aystem, j‘.t was argued, to effecte
tively challenge the governmsnt bscause discussions
and debates orginate at the local levels and the views
of the sow~called man £n the street are transmitted
thyrough the organs of the wtrﬁm hichest runge of
the leadership ladder. This makes one party system
less contentious, less divigive and is, therefore;
more stable for dev eloping African stazes. 1t was
suggeatad that v 1t would be better to achleve a one -
party state by allowing the @mﬂmn to die & peacsful
death.?

After indepandencey in order to pursus & policy
of dev elopment of £res enterprise, KaNU required curbing
of opposition and control over trade union activities.
ror a fuller development of free enterprise it also had
to permit certain fresdom to its supporters. These
conditions required introduction of political ingtitutions
vhich appeared to be democratic and gave legitimpay to
the government and eliminated such opposition which
guestioned the policy of free enterprise. o this

11. Rrepublic of Xenya, official Report, House of
Representatives; First rarliamgnt, second session
Vole III; Part ITI, 10th Nove 1964, Cols.4414-441%7
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end an elsction system, permitting more than ane XANU
loyalist member to contest agajinst emch othcr.iﬁ the
same conatitusnoy, was evolved. Tho systen gave the
elsctroate a sanse of participstion and npronnﬁum
but restricted their choloe - ares to *loyalists®
only. This system ensured the contimiation of rulsrs in
pover and elimation of real opposition fron the
rarlianent. jAccording to vijJay Gupta 13’ the slaected
Pariiament has since bgen used mainly as a forum fop
venting out minor grievances against the bureaucracy,
corrupt ministers and local officlalse The debatss in
the National sssembly were eritic.l but not more
than the licenced coriticism. tindividual hok-h‘nnelbrsg
and even some assistant ainisters, regularly erit&éutd
unpopular government policies, for instance, the
logal obligations of settlement schomes, farmers, the
purchase of large farms by mintsters and other big
men; nepotism in the labour market and so ong
oocsasionally they even spoke of the dangers of class
vay and revolution. 350 long as they drew theiyr
parliaszentary salaries and voted for the government bills,
and 4id mot organize an opposition or criticise
Kenyatia thay were tolerated as & useful safety valve.
A challenge to the systam or to e ﬁap Ban was not

A S

12« (upta.(V)$ * Kenya One Party systemt,; op,oite.
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Slerated. T avold any mass upsurge to bs instigated
by oppoaitian the ay.tem bannsd politiocal parties and
detained leaders of opposition parties.i® \

By vinning over the leaders through momht
of lusrative Jobs assoeiating front organizations \_
such as trade unions, phasants assoglationg, studen
woman, farmers assoclationsg into government ay: un;
and dissllowing functioning of opposition group throm
aiainistretive and constitutional moasurss, such as "
banning o-ﬂnr nolitical parties, declaring the strikes
1llegaly disqualifying opposition candidates from
slections, stc.y and custing the radicals from the
ranks and leadershin of the M.Yo the new wlitﬂ.enl
order made the opposition fmeffective.

In fact; Jomo Xenystia optcd for a ons = party
sta @ in Kenya. According to him; in the post-indepens
denoe ere, thay have a two-fold job to do, %o sscure
the people wherever they are from aggression empating
from their snemies and subversion originating from gome
of their self-appointed friends both vithin and withous.
Their als in Kenys is to cultivate & social and polibical
order wnlch is consistent with their needs and their
conditionss 50 he said *ve reje¢t a blue print of

AN - e " e

13. Ibid,.
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the Western ¥odel of a two - party sodel of govh.
because we do not subsoribe to thw notion of the
governzent and the govermed in opposition to one
anothar, go the fasoinating innovation in oupr time
is the mass party and the mass party is to be found
in both one « party and two « party states. It is
the naturs of the organisation of mass political
parties that is the weal threat to the rule of law
and demooragy. Consequently there are twe « party
states which are tyrannical and dictatorial anmd ons «
party states which can be said to be democratic and
11beral.*™® thus he had a strong motive and desire
for the areation of single-party states in xenya.
pat betng the leador of tho pettysbourgeoisie grow
of xenya; he vanted to serve the interest of the
different classes by suppressing all kinds of oppos-

ition and implementing ons - party states BuS
" yenyatia claimed that the necesaity for one « party
systen in most parts of Africa stemsed from two
predoninent factors, Treditio:nally african society
revolved around the fomily tres, the wider pattesmn
of blood brotharhood and the wider network of ¢lans
and tribes all of which aetsd in concert in times of

o b v

14 Xenayatta, Jomd “Tha |
in pally mtion latl
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smergency. Seeond, to the africans the suprems
authority was ths tribal council which was at once a
government and an expression of personality of every
citizen® .
Thus he wvas in favour of the implementation

of ong « party aystem. During this time he dsclared

the economic policy of KANU is sessional Feper Ho.10.
| In this paper the Xenyan governsent proposed an economio
policy based on private capitsl, agsumulation and the
incentive to individual sdvancement ~ occupied with
&n acinoviedgement of state responaidilitiss to reduce
tnequalities.!® yt applied centralised social and
sconomic policies. It proposed progressive taxes to
shsure an ecuitable distribution of wealth and income. .
18 welcomed doth government and private investments in
xcm}? gt the paper on African socialisms belrg
drafted by an saployee of the rord Foundation had
adopted a capitolist path 4n the naowe of socialism,.
the progres:ive lsaders(Oogings 0diernga, Blldad Kaggia,
J.D.Kall and maul ngel) criticised xenyatta on this
kind of imperialist method for implementation of

AR R

15. 1hd

16, Kenyatta, Jomo Stutement to KANU Conf. 1lwl3 March 1966,
pubiished as & pamphlet by KANTy D8

17, mpubuc of renyas suaioml Paper HO4X0 of 10656
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single-party states and authoritatian rule in Xernyan
soclial structures The KADU leaders supported the
sessional paper and RARU land policy and opposed the
'radicalstMstand. Go after this, many members of KANU
found greater unanimity of views with EaDJ lesaders and
vicesYerss., In December 1966, KADU mergod with KANU.
" KANU lesders lost no time in changing the Majimbo
(Regional)eanstitation innerited with independence.’?
Thay deslired Kenya & republis with presidsntial aysten
and instead of fedsraly they declared it as a unitary
state. The mejority of KANU lesders and the leaders
of the erstvhile KaD) advocated the policy of freshold
of unlimited agreage of land, of buying the lend frow
the uropoans fermers and distributing it to the
ifricans on payment, of not subedividing the Buropean
land on the pretext thats “farwing large areas of land
as one unit will be more economical than breaking
them up into unita that are mconmtm"m
Asppression of gppasitioniam

buring this pericd, the radicals were labelled as
camzunigts, and the rightists labelled themselves as
s african soalalisists Bubt in reality; the 80 called

1B, mdicals: ¥hen 0dinga was excluded from governmeng,
KARD was ¢omposed of tve faetions, radioals under
0dingats leadersihip and rightista under leadership
of Xenyatta, Tom Mboya and J.3ichiru,

19. CGunta,(VIJAY)} Reergence and Decline of ths Concept
- of nuitimlulin 1D Kehyaes United aisia,vol xX
. N0«h DePe U2-243
20, Mepudlic of Xenya, offictial Meport, H-use of ro=-
sentatives, First rerliament, Second session, v+1,1Vy
2nd April 1968, cols. 1L -
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teommunletst vere pretty-bourgeois libderal and the
tafrican socialists' held capitalist ideology and
advocated capit 1ist path of develepment and mainaingd
intimate relations with western firams, western experts
and western nﬁnuu;a ™e radicals did not support
the XANU ideology specifically esonomic programoes and
single party system, "S> the KAND ideologiests atiacked
the bases of the Fadicals L.e. the trede unions of
workers and psassnts. oOn 19%h NOv.1P85, Xenyatta
dire-ted the formation of ong single trade union - the
sentral organigation of trade unions (COT!)s Under
this new system; the appointasnt of the Cemeral secys
of CO01U had to be confirmed by the president of xenys
and that he could be dismissed by the president.?2 pn
1868, XANT held & conference at rimuru, 'm; conference
ousted radical leadsr Oginga odinga out of the XaANU.
Close associates of (Odinga wers alse thrown out of the
party. Froa Sthe conference smerged a growp of radicala
of KAND dissidents.® gainga resigned from XAND and
accused the imperislist powers of indulging in sube
varsive activities and choosing puppets as leaders in
xenya.?* Al1 the rightist leaders on thae otaer hand,

Zle Qupta (V)j= Xenya polities of (in)depandence
op=0it,; p.188

a2, standard(fairodl) 8 Aug.1076 and Emat sfrican standard,
204 5ept,.1968,

23+ East Afriean Standard, 14th March 1968

24, Africa msearch Bulistin(laondon),; 1«3 may 1065,p.298 C




sendemosd 0dinga as s communist hawk,.

To further surd the activities of radicals « a
legislation vas introduced in 1966 both in mational
and 1ocal Assembly to prohibit the independent
amdiﬁatu from standing for elections. In & special
session of the Asssmbly, Kenyatta also got & lav
passed debarring srossing of the floor or dstections,?d

™e Gefestor wvas lav bound to yesign from thw
isgislative Assenbly, puring this time a nev Party the
enya Peoplets Union(Xr) was formsd under the leadarship
of fginga Odingas The KPU demanded active and full
workers participation in all economic,sosial and political
activities of the stats, radical land »forms, nationale
isathon of the key sconomic units, rapid industrislisation
and extfrpation of baskvard srursl life.?® me xpy
aceused the XaANU for itz imperialist alliance and for
gotting this funds from outside, In 1960, the XU
was banned and all its important leaders; including
0dinga were detained. The XFU was charged of instigating
tribalism. |

T KART had become the party of the ruling class
and a monopoly of a faw who uged it for their own Detterment.

2%, East African standayd,; 27th Apr. 1066

20, ™e £ Manifesto, ran African Press 1td.
{(mirobli) 1966
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Xenyatta had become the taﬁhr and mother of the government.
KANU had dwindled from a mass party %o a party of few
leaders. At the helm of affairs of the party there vere
a fov rich individuals with groups of reffisns known
as youth wingers. Thess ruffians organised elesstion
and other compaigns for their leaderst and beat up the
opponents«¥’ here had been no membership drive after
1868, no delegalers confersnces; ro elsction of office
bearers or leaders. Every important office hu_rers w9
appointed by the leader. ‘

KANU leaders living like ths old white rulers in
big houses using big cars tnd sany "houase boys® were
engaged in commeroial activities and wore owiiing factories
and exploiting people just as the asian and ruronpesan
sstters had dore,

0n release from Ja1f{odinga vas eleased $n 1972),
the *radicals* decided to take over the KANU organigation
by joining fn numbers. within two years they had met
themselves in responsibdle positions 4n the KANT. Ihe KARU
leadership, sfraid of being overvhelmed by radicals 4n
the narty postponed party elections which had been
sugzested by a XARD Committes. In 1072y the first
slections were seheduled to be held on March 1, amd

27+ Gupta.(VITAY)} ‘Kenya - Ons party gystemts op.cit,
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later in May and both times, thess wore postponed on
very flimsy grounds. Altho.gh no direct link can be este
ablished but the anncuncement of the postponment of
¢le0ti ns vas followed by a warning by the XAWU yrightwing
leadership againstiradicals® in the name of tribalistic
activities. IS was stated that certain groups were
attempting 3o sstablish groupings based on tridbal
affiliations vithin the paﬂy.a | .
KANU réghtvingers got frightaned of rebellion within

'KaN7 and decided to eontrol EKANT meetings adiressed by
sradicals® or even modeyatss or liberals. To atop the
radicals from holding public medtings to project theiy
programde, the government pemmission from provincial
Commigeioners( r.C) vas made manadatory to hold meetings
even if they vere organised by the KANU. Usually sush
meotings vere atiended by the P.Cs. thile preparing

to contest mirobi myoral slestion, the rAnD Malrodd
Branch chairman Charles Rubls somplained, * We cannot hold
meetings without a permit, shawing all the agenda, the
speakers and so on-.a v

In ordey to keep greatsr control and unity

ingide the party, it vas decided to hold national elestions
vithin the Party and drop provincisl Vic e-presidents

and revive the office of mational Vice-presidant,™

T ALTICa ReSeATch BALItin 1~2D Febes De2378
131 MeYy De2i71y 130 JUly 1072y pe2535

20, The weekly Review, 30 Augy 1876, p«7 ‘ ,
30, This part of Vice~presidant had been asbolighed to
remo e 0dinga. Best Africen gtandard, 30 Aug,197.



The 'radicalst had managed to organise a nunmier of

protests by the pecple. There was a protest in July 1972
by University students. Thers were styikes by bank
employees in July and alrlines workers in jugust on the
question of pay rise and other grievances. e Timea
Gorrespendent sumsarized the aituation by stating that
*gehind the lavoupy unyest lis the probless of high
ansmploysant, inflation and land hunger as vell as
allegations of carm;tiaa.”

paring 1973+74y “ANT &-ain foeed Serious 1deologiscal
‘problems, 1%t: leadership was mot preparsd to hold
slections within the pa-ty for fear of being am\M by the
noneradical oppomssts. Kenyatta kosv that while be
sould dan *‘radicalst rarty, tuk 1% was not easy for
his o0 bun another bourgeois party. His fear was
displayed in his werning in April 1974, He said, "EANU™
is xenya's ruling party andwe wiil not allow the formation
of another pa:rtys* Ne called his opponents # the few
ratiling individualo who hawe beliStling the Xanuy
governzantts achisvements® and asked them to give himw
ungwevering respeci 32

Eenyatia desvided %o got to the polls{general elsctions)
% throw out his opponents from the KARUs Choosing the

31, T™e Timas , rondon,; M AN, 1m§
32+ Dally wuation, 18 way, 1974,
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eandidates was in his hands and he had planned to kesp ail
oppmta out of fthe Parliament. prrior to the elections
he Decams 1ife-President of the XAN7T., He put a blanket bar
on all former XrU members from nomination as candidates

for elestions. It vas stated that » any former member

of the defunct XU who has been detuined for subversive
astivities azain t the Xenya Government shall not be
eligible for nomimation as s XAND candidate for the Mational
Assendly ofF local authoritiests sled:icns.” a3

This ban affedted the K707 leader Oginga odin 2 and
all his comrades. The only pe.sen to reise his volce
agoinst this lan order was Jorsish Mwanigl xariuki,
a8 rikuyu ocusinessman and pelitician, Hs was vocal and
courageous, He dured to say " the statemait remains
1llegal until qécn time as the poveroament decides %o
bring £t to the rParligment in the form of & bill 4ee
™ore 18 no legal backing unless the government uses
force to implement 1t, Ppdourtaen former *,Ps. Wale
refused tickets,>* and J.M, Xariuki wis mo more truated
by xenyatta Caueas. Although he was permitted to contest,

he was refused licence to ad ress meetings in his
constituency.

33 gupta {vi txenya Politics of (in)dependence
I t ¢

» Jhe (uardian (z.oaaom 22nd Aprid 1974
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pespite political end financial backing, 88 1
sisting memsbers known far thelir proerenyatta loyality,
lost their seats including four Cabinet vinisters and
thirteen zssistant Ministers. 0dings, the only potantial
contender against Fenyat a was not psraitted to corntest
even as &n M,p, Thus Xenyatta won the Presidenszhip
unopposed. In many consiituencies more than one KARD
aembers contested. AlSeupLas vare made to feed the
psople by distriduting beer and other gifts. peopls
wepe * confrontied with from two to five rich fat iidiots
w33 tnspite or sll
this, several fighres who had the reputati_n fop st:onding
upto the government and critifising 4t in the Iatiomal
AsSenbly were e2sily clected, awong them were .t Kriuki
and M.J.Seroney acd MeShikuku elected with sizeable
majorities. This election result showed the diasatisfied
attitudes of the people of Xenya. 1t alse made Renyatia
vory;Upset. Nost interestingly, young MpPs eleclsd a
- government eritic as ths Deputy 8-ssker of ithe rarliewent,
on Rovembdsr 6, 1974, Kenyatia propogued ths fatiomml
Assenvly withoudt any eéxplangtion. mmuisgl tho rarlisment
wag criticised. J.MsXariuki sade reference %o renyatta
and his family becoming the riohast in Kenye. He s58idy

from vaom they mat choose an M.P.

AP AI

38. 1sgum; Colin, = ca COntemrors gopdn, ronden
197478, pe Be
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* y¥o have moved avay from the state vhich we intsnded

create. ' '

Xariuki was found msuprdered in mid 1975. The first
political murder of a Kikuyu, sharpsned diviaions in
ruling cliques. 4 1ittle later; Deputy gpeaker, Seroney,
and Martin ghikuku,; were arrested in the pariiament
building, These tyo M.Ps vere members of the parliament
Ssleat Comuitses (PsSC) which had been ast up to inqure
the death of J. M. Kariuki and which had found President's
body guard invoived with the msurder,. The arrssted
leaders vere neither charged nor brought to trtal.>?

gsinilarly,; Miss Philomens Chelsgot Mutal, 23
year old voman Member of Parliament and ong of the
government critics vas jalled for two and half years on
the charge of inoiting the peopls. The charges could
not be prowed. Thase detantions of Mutai and of others
had an imnediate effect on Parliamsntary debates, bgoause
until sghikuku and Seronsy were picked up fromn Parliamnt
building the belief had been that a Member of Parliament
snjoyed unfettered immunity for anything they uttered
in the mnmntam

i

28, pavidson, Basil, Africa in Modern History, allen Lane,
1ondon 1978, pe3l4-18

37. Tribune (Chaudigarh)22nd March 1976.

a3, ang’tg {vijay) Xenya politics of (In)dependence 0p.cit
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: rclitical tension was further increased in Kenya after
EKariuki's murder and this endangered Kenyatta's leadership.
Therefore, he made a move to ban all party meetings ,
including KANU*s. Due to the pollitical turmoil that was
taking place, he warned his, parliameixtai;- i:ritgics that
sparliament may be supreme, but all parliamentarian is owe
their seats to KANU;j. they are mU M.Ps and when they
adopt policies which are against the party, the party can
dismiss them from the party membarship and consequently
from parliament itself,>?

Masinde Muliro (’omé deputy leader of XADU) together
wvith Assistant Ministers peter xibisu and John Keen were
sacked from cabinet for criticizing his government's
policies, They were jailed on charges of very minory
offences after being sacked from their respective jobs.
Another member of parliament Mark Mwithaga also ended in
Jail. Mwithaga had been Vice-~Chairman of Karilukl
committee and had oriticized the govermment on the
whole agfair,%0 _

. one one side, the (en. gecy. Robert Matano tried to

39. The woekly Review, 31 May 1976y p.b
40, Ibid, DeP» 6-7
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Fecapture KAND and on the other Xenyatta suppressed
any type of dissent. Zarlier the KANU Perlismentary
Group vith Kenyat a as Chairman had been set up. Thare
was & genara) intolerance to any substantial epposition
and an atmosphere of fear and distruct prevailed in

the country. Banning oriticism, xenyasta fold the Mps
that rParlisment was not a house for dedating but an
institution expected to achieve soncrete results in a
nuzber of legislative issues. Through this statement

be intended to reduce the role of parlizmsnt to a
ceremonial body, rubber-stamping decisions taken by
Keynatta caugus. Xenyatta had said that government and
Parlianent are composed of ropressntatives of one party:
ths XANU; and that Perliament was not a theatre for
dramatic performance by the Mpe, or that the treasury
benghes were hot snemy camp for the backbenghers. The
group against genyatts fastion criticized this ewverlordship
of Kenyatta caucus. Their views could be read in a
comaantary by the weekly meview which said this would
*® push parliament into a dangerous sycophantic viges-vis
the smrwﬁ."" I% would seriously impair the
functioning of parlisment where close sgrutiny of covermment
programme is required.® As BSasil Davidson puts 1t

— i R S i —

41« OQupta(VITAY)} Kenya'spolitics of (In)depsndence.
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the xenyan one « party systsm at this stage decayesd inte
0o party aystem as the ruling elements became fully
buressoratized., politics came to an end, more administretion
took its place, reproducing colonial autoorscy as the

nev theneficiaries' took the place of old governors.

thus the stale power was used by this pettysbourgeocis
group to further their scoumulation, to expand in
numbersend sise tha enterprises; to move from exchange
into productisn which {nvolved the restructions en foreign
gapital in soms cphcrufz But sontradictions arose in
this process between the indigenous bourgecisie itself

and natiomal and internstiomal capital, between the
emerging capitalist cless and the working class, between
the bureaucracy and dourgeclisis.

Aguin more recently African leadsrs have been
portrayed more as bosses Shan as cherismatic figures.®d
Jomo Kenyatta had ruled above party, by manipulating
facti .nsy working through & relatively strong civil service,
sperating in a rather narrov sphere of concerss,
utiliizing his ethnic base but at the sametime appealing
to all xenyms with the force of his historieal position
42. atriot(m n-lht) 12march 1076
43, "
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as * iy who suffered for the Kenyan Nation®; as the
spokeaman for Kenyan anationalism, as ths Msee and
*Elder! of the nation.%®
Leaelugion,

No doubt, the Xenyan posSeindependence srs had
been marked by sxistence of the mnamty system.
Bt power wvaz mainly handed over to the petty bourgeols .
groun in Xenys. Their party vas known ag KANU. Though
KAXUD was ths ruling party just after the independence,
but there were other parties like XADT ete. mut this
pettyebourgecis group captured the more dominant position
in scononic system vis-a-vis the peliticul nmmu.
80 this ruling party XAND in order to establiash 1its
own hegemany adopted vari us subtle methods through
‘which uiznz.-party Kenya passed through defacto to dejure
ong « party state. These subtle methods are opression
of the radical oppositionismy banning of KPU, imprisonment
of odirga Ogings and his supporters, muyder of Karikul
ote, TJltimately Kenyatia adepted the ons « party aystem
in the state appsatus constitutionally. Thus the passing
phase fyom defacte to dejure had been marked by the growing
authoritarianiss in genyan political getting, which had
the same renrercussions on the economic setiing.

-

44, BRienen, Henry Xenya: -% Pgtte; of mrug_;gt*an
and control® princeton vers ’ D
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TIONIRG OF ONE = PARTY SYSTRM ] KENYA DURING
a2k ARARS ONAL Bk F'ROM KRN

L gAN

In this chapter, we shall critically examine the
functioning of one - party system during the transitional
phase from Xenyatts to Daniel arap Moi. Hers ve will
lay emphasis on thg naturs of the working of the party
systemy party elections, natioml elections, coup and
the causes for its success or faliure e.t.c. As a vhole,
the gamut of this chapter will touch the changes in
the Kenyan political structure from latter paris of
seventles to early part of the eighties with & logical
analysis of its class character.

Tovards the end of Xenyattats rule; the whole of
Kenya was undsrgoing a kind of political stagnation,
economic inflation and social fragility dues %o th. |
existence of rampant corruption, nepotism, ruch_lo“
ecohomic exploitation and tribal conflicts. Instead
of converting the ruling party, XANU into a truly
national democratic party(vhere grassroot level of
participation should have been permitted), Kenyatta
alloved 1t to decline into an exploitative authoritarian
party of the dominant elite.' This authoritarian rule
is quite apparent vhen we find the absence of elections
for a continous period of 12 years until his demise in
Augs 1978. This relative stagnation precesding the death
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of Jomo Xenyatta and transformation of power from one
group to another bourgeols group led by ¥oi,; Xibaki and
Njonjo had a tremendous impact en its socio « economie
and political fronts. on the soclal front we find that
there exerged a kind of competition and conflict between
the Kikiyu tribs who held the controlling power over .
sconomics politiocal and bureaucratic fields during
Kenyattats regime and the Kalengin tribe which energed
as the new power group. .

In the scononic field the latter group led Dy
Mol inherited a class - ridden economy. One dan easily
categorise them as anindigenioug bourgeoisie owing the
means of production accumulating the surplus capital
and reinvesting it locally. The enrichment of this
class by the virtus of this method and by the help from
intornational capital led them to secure hegemonic
positions in ths political struecture.

© RO doubt, &t the political lewvel they have followed

the same path as before 1.e. the existence of one - party
system and benning of all oppositions, but what Mol
vanted to do was very interesting, Since there had besn
no elections for a periad of twelve years during
Kenyatia's rule, xai supported the plan which was prepared
by Kjonjo and favoured holding of early slsctions for the
Kenyan parliament

when Mol came to power in 1978 hs promised to allow
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more freedom of acti-n in the natiomal assembly than
wvas allowed at the end of Kenyattats rule, and he made
a prdmising start by releasing 1,pP's and other political
leaders who had beon detained oy Kenyatta. But tais
spirit of llberalisation did not survive for long.
putspoken backbench :1,P's soon found chemseolves either
in detention or under severe harrasment. There wors
a number of ugly scenss in parliament which did little
to enhance 1ts reputation as an area for public debate
among 1impressive body of dissident backbenchers.
Initially, 401 made a declaration to the effact
| 1 ana that
he algo wanted to bring about changes in the congste

that he wanted to run an fopen governmgntt,

itution itself. ‘le exXpressed his determination to oppose
any form of tribalism and stamp out widespread corruption
and flagrant breaches of the law which had characterised
the latter days of Fenyattats rule, Ho also talked of
changes in the electoral process by allowing more
candidates to participatc in one constituency. 7> fully
control Kenyan politics ol planned to change the dominance
of ons~tribal system to multi-tribal politics. But
multi-tribal system was directed not to introduce
democratic trends but to increase the strong hold of
party system on Kenyan political structurse. The nature

le Legum (C)§ = AsC.Re 1978<79.
tKenyat p.B 266
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of the party system remained the same as it was in
Kenyatta’s period. Thus Moi adopted a kind of diplo-
matic rule to acquire a dictatoriai and hsgemonic position

in Kenya under the ¢ arpet of false democratic norms,

Moi adopted all sorts of methods to keep leftist
elements out of the political fray. No doubt, before
Mol came to power a kind of sedition, discontent, |
dis-interest and disillusionment were growirg momentum
among the people, Mol 13 a very shrewd and seasoned
politician.a When he came to power he declared that h°A
would give equal chances to his friends and enemies
and he created a kind of i1llusion that he was goihg to
create a kind of democratic government within the
one - party system. pBut in capitalist system, rule
under one party &s a kind of hegemonic and authoritarian
type and quite different from that of socialist countries.
Here in Kenya it serves the interest of a particular
class 1.e} a class of dominant elite having 1ts base
amongst the bourgeoisie within the country(that means
business magnﬁged‘mnrchant classy traders, factory
ownerss rich peasants) and in relatlonship with the
metropolitan bourgeoise. Thoﬁgh odinga was allowed to
jJoin the KANU pa ty in Mol era also but he was not

2. Gupta (V); - Kenya:; Politics of (in)dependence
02.01t pPe214
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permitted to econtest the elections and enter parliament.
0dinga remained a challenge to the whole system which
Mol protected. odinga was detained on a flimsy ground
of eriticizing Kenyatta, for the ills in the aecioti.

Mod also did not hold papty (KANU) congress and
election for the KANU office leaders instead he held a
convention of sixteen hundred KANU activists to elect
the nevw office bDearers. Forsy one candidates contested
elections involving top leaders and ministers. Kibaki
won the vice=presidentship, Matano beceme general secretary,

Mol did not permit odinga to contest for national
chairsanship instsad Okereo(apro-Mol man) was allowed

to take over as mational chairman. Mol cleverly chose

to keep eVeryone in the cabinet whom ho had inherited

from Xenyattas In this party election, Moi also took
charge of the presidentship. It was a kind of claver
strategy by Mo to scquire Kenyan rresidentship because
the slactoral law of xenya stipulates that a candidate
for presidentship of the Republic must be a leader of

the lawful political party. PFollowing the party elections,
the Kenyan general slections were held in Nov 1870. The
campaign period 1ts§lt vas restricted to three weeks from
the nomination day., During this peri od over seven hundred
candidates entered the race for one hundred and fifty eight
seats 93 The nature of campaigning of this kind revolved

3. 1egum (C)} - ‘Eenys' In A.C.R.y 1970-80, p B 229,
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round the local and regional politics and on conflicts
between personalities. as all the candidates belonged
%0 ons party KANU, the ideological campaign was %totally
absent. pPresident Mol was slected unoppond.' along with
vice President Mawai Kibaki.

The general elsction took place with mumerous new
regulations aimed to prevent certain candidates. The
Attorney atnuél,l Charles monsq had drafted a comprehensive
series of u&nﬂunﬁ; to the electorzl laws. At the
same time Robert Matano, the gensral gsecretary of KANU
assumsd the responsibility of scresding every prospective
candidate to make sure that no ‘potential trouble makerst
would be allowed to eontest a seat,

Another interosting fact was that the electoral
laws were changed in such a way that only the rich who
vere the supporters of Moi were eligible to contest in
the election. §0 it vas quite matural that election results
went 4n Moi's favour. The poor 4i1d not heve any volce
or any chance of contesting. .

ADY KAND member who wanted to’'be a candidate in
election had to enrol himsdélf as 1ife member. Minimum
fee for 1ife member was ghiliing 1000

Since the elections were confined to candidates
who had been cleared by KANU; the first hurdle for each
prospective candidate was to acquire a party clearance
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sertificate. T progsdure of issuing clearance ohid

was never explained clearly. At the outset; confli.
cting instructions from different offieials resultod in
confusions The objeft of this exsrcise sesm to be So
bar those who had caised the party trouble in the past.‘
Thus on this basis ndinga ogings and other former

K.P.U, mnkars 414 not get any cluram"

A notable fenture of 1970 gereral election ‘vas
that & mu:ber of prominent busiress executives sought
election to parliament. The meaning of this influx
of business excutiv: inte the parlisment had two
Conndotative explanati n 1.0, 1) These business magnates
wanted to modulste the declsiun maliog nrocess of the \
politicul stratum of Fenya in their own favour and
2) they vanted to cleur the ;ath of their capital
accumulation. '

The election certified three things t=

1) only riech could contest election §

2) only those who enjoyed, the coafidance of Mol
could contast the slectionayg

3) 211 those who were oprosed to Wits economic
policies vere denied a clearance chit for

contesting election,
This policy creatad an izbalanced structural system,
unevennass of econonric structure and denial of politiecal

rights te opponents. Mo doudbt XANY, during Wwits rule

T i, Colla = TEeagat 15 A-C.R. 1978-79 p B 269
8 i ' and his s orters formed the K.P.U
33‘%‘: xg‘ nﬁ‘uxuu. rﬁg party md a ieft orﬁnﬁatzon y
They 414 not support some of KANU'S policles and economie
rogTamses. It wvas banned in 1969 by Kenyatta. later
joined XARU with a promige %o utmngthnn the party.

6, [mgum, Colin, Xenya) A.C.R.s peB=233
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emerged as a combination of multi . tribal and multi{ -
regional interests. Mol even included an Asian and
a‘European in the parliament. In selecting the cabinet
he took pains to make sure that each of EKenya's rofrty
two districts was represented by a minister or an
assistant minister. Bringing the total cabinet to'

80 1.6, the majority of M.P's wepre included in the
cabinet. In the parliament and also in Kgnu(oxn§pt
odinga oginga's followers)that all the members wera'th-
staunch supporters of paniel arap Moi. The 1979 election,
" no doubt, established Moits hegemoney in both the party
and the parliament, it assured the defeat of anti - Mol
group. Moi called this election falr as all parts of
the country were given representation in the parliament.

But Molt's opponents both inglide and outside RKANU called
the election very unfalr as repwesentation was denied to

all sections of the society and specially, to the leftist
elemgnts led by 0dinga oginga group and other groups.

The election brought greater concentration of power
in the hand of Moi, Kibaki and Njonjo.! The larger
intake of business magnates., managerial executivee and
adminigtrative brokers inside KANU and in the parliament
helped the above group in the continuation of thelr domestic
and international policies. In the post slection period,
Mol modelled his leadership largely on ERenyatta. The

7. Gupta (V)$ Kenya 3 Politics of(In)dependence
op.cit p.216



defeat of old guards and opponents like petei Koinage
and pr Kiano and the death of peter Kenyatta led Mol
to have centralised power within the presidentvs office
.with his town men'. Ilke Kenyatta Mol also relied
heavily on patronage to ensure the support of the
influencial business magnets. Iike Kenyatta, Mol also
made it legal for the politicians and civil servants
to engage in private business. From this we can easily
infer that‘Mbi also carried on control over the party
and administration in Xenyatta style i.e. based on
corruptiony nepotism and in aliiance with western powers

8 He alse continned Kenyatta's

and metropolitan capital.
practice of conbantrating major decision « making in
Presidentt's dffice, thereby depriving ministers and civil
servanks of independent decision making. In order to
achieve this kind of hegem onic position inside the qu&an
political structure and social fabric Moi denied political
rights to his opponents. Mol emerged as the sole decision -
maker within the party structure and the political appartus
also. And under his hegemonic rule, KANU had emerged as

the only single party being authoritian by crushing all
kinds of oppositionism from the political arena. KANU

thus denied any kind of political rights to 1tsvo§ponents

8. 8ee Holman Michael 3~ Pinancial Times(London)
Dec 1982.
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within 1%s political structure and scciml fabric. Thus
he s tyengihened his position both inside the party hisra-
are and the whole political structure. Even from
1966, the leftist elements in Kenya though unorganised
and thus unidentified have been trying to induct 0dinga
into parliamentary politics but without success. But
the ruling party XaANU banned 0dinga’s party K.P.U.s
dotained him and prohibited him from rejoining KANU-Q
A5 has been mentioned previously odinga was allowed to
Join the party KANUs by Moi but he was not permitted
to gontest election.

In the post - eleotion period, there were plenty
of disusident groups both ingide the governmsnt bureai-
racracy and armyy and outside it, During the weskend
preceeding Ist Aug 1982, a coup attempt involving soms
army and some alr - force unit Sook places

Bafore the coup attempt xenya had been officially
doclared as & single - party state on June, Bth 1882,
Mol also declared that there should not be any kind of
rebals on the RKenyan social structure. The links between
digs1dent politicans and university staff and students
ware effectively sevepred and further reports of large
scale corruption and government scandals discouraged.

8. gupta (V)j *Kenye Coup in mminstrem Aug 21, 1982
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The political events of 1982 were accompanied by & ateady
curtailment of freedom of expression,(had enough to
elicit unfavourable comaent from the (nternational press
Tostitute(1PY) 10 s whoge and ~ of yeayr report charged
th. .t Renya 1s bscoming one of the worst offenders agajinst
free speech. A survey on vote casting 4in Kenya by
URBSCO and Kordie countries voted that poiitical interw
ference in the state run Vvoice of Kenya(V.0.K) was
affecting programme achedules and projection. the
research team found,; a tendency among educated gKenyants
to regurd the local naws on V.D.K. &8 less creditle.’t.
Their findings indicated that foreign radio stations
inciuding west Germany's *Deutscheovellie? and Radio
fangania, had captured & number of Xenyan listeners

and comnented, 'Unless ¥,0.K., addresses itsell Lo some |
of these crutlal lssues a9 to whey Kenyan ilsteners are
drifting to foreign stations, its oredibility will )
contimue %o be arrddedslz Journalist doing routine work
found themselves iucreasingly harassed by o!‘ﬂciaiden,
espocially 4n the rural areas, but also in the ¢ap£t31013

e
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Thus by manipulating the media, KANU has established
its hegemonic posiskon inside Kenyan social fabric.
The mode of its functioning laid down under Mol has
revolved round, encrushing all sorts of opposition in
a very systematic manner.

Moreovery the deteriorating state of the economy
multiplied president Molts strug _les. Kenyatta had
ruled during of a period when Kenyat's economy was
growing in leaps and bounds, providing ample opportu-
nities for upward social mobllity and for new employment,
one of Moi's misfortunes was to come to power at a time
of increasing unemployment which accentuated the inequities
of the ecomomic system.

Mol's strategic interest can be detected when we
go through the incident of coup that took place in
Aug. 1982. 1t was a plan on the part of M.1 to eradicate
the leftist elements from the country. Hebe he took the
help of Njonjo. Njonjo was no doubt, a powerful leader
of thut time. He had a tremendous role in bringing about
‘the coup situation in Kenya. In the coup Mol eradicated
almost all the leftist elements from Kenya ~ some hs
arrested some left Kenya. But after all this happened,
Mol got scared of Njonjo in the apprehension that he
was becoming more powerful day by day so Mol brought
false charges against Njunjo and accused him of bringing
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about the coup, Njonjo was ultinately crushed by moi
in the postecoup era. Mol did tiils &n order to make
bls position more sta.le and permanent. put thias abortive-
coup had pointed out three :ajor weakmasses, 14 4n the
couniryts policies and political structmres=

Firstly, the instabllity caused by keeping the
affective Imo leadershin on the sidelines of the political
systems

Secondly, the angry simmering frustrations among
Kenyants of all tribes about the state of the economy
and the glaring discrepancies between the ostentatious
wealth of the political estublishment and the ravaging
poverty in the urbun areass

Thirdlys the allenation of young Kenyants fram all
trives. student lcadersnlp wus not confined to any one
A commnuity, the tribalism of the older gensration found
little echo among the youth., iy sinmnly disnissing the
student leadership and other intellectuals as ' a bounch
of Marxistst«-(ihich is whatl the presidsnt himself thought)
that uniess these three major lessons wers Ilearnt the
chances of restoring stability under the present leadersinip

vere extremely slim.ls
bDuring the period opposit. on policies in FKenya

14. 1egus (C)3 cp cit 19882.83 p. B 186
15 Ibld P« B 186.,
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took place in many forms. The three main grouns of |
oppositi n to the present politic-l system are » wirstly,
the supporters of odinga oginga, secondly tha i'adical
intelligentsia centered around the university and higheyr
educated masses, and thisdly an assortment of parlimentary
backbenchers coﬁing from differont narts of the countrya.

The ruling party 41 was encrugted by tho bureaw
cratic bourgeoisie and was manirulated by the dominant
elite of the Kéayan ecoromle structure thus lo.ving pg

pluc o for Gruss = root sumporters, and 1t functioned

meialy as an instruoent for controliing und -ani ulaticg
the political process plus mediating the selectiun of
cendidates for the nati.nal asseubly.® ot vanted a7
to remain dormant bocause he feared the Pesults of 1£s
baing democrgtized,

Anidst this kind of turacil :jol declared the genersl
“election to be neld in Sept. 1933, Actually he vanted
to hold gereral elections because he needed to strengthen
his positizn further in the political field. Ho thought
that the 82 coun and varisus diszensions night create a
kind of luck of confidence among the poople. Thorefore
he wanted to hold Qemeral Rlectisns to cogulre political
legitimecy. The original slow response by noliticions

16. The veokly Review (airovi); I0o Dec, 182
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to the presidents decisi.n to call a snap election before
parliment's term was due to expire, seems to bs the result
of the surprigse with which the public greeted the announcew
mente:’! 1t may also have to dowith the economic situation
in the country., In 1979, in the wake of the coffee boom,
mny civil servants and employees of parastatal organisations
folt confident that if they ventured into politics and
losty they had another alternative in gself employment. Now
this confidence was not there, and only thas vary committed
wore likely to secure jobs for the vagaries of politics.la
The electorate has made their choice in .
KANU leaders in all 158 constituencies. The selection
process was very arbitary. There was ha natiomwide
election within the party for selecting the candidates.
Rather Mol and hig close col.eagues selected the candidates
from different part., whom they considered them as the
most reliavie campanions. Mol again was elected unopposed
in his constituency. pBut again all his ouwn men came to
the parliment with flying colours. It appeared that KaNU
romained basically unchanged at the end of grassroots
and national electionse

The biggest set back in the exsrcise vhich started

17« woekly Review (Nairobl) 26, Peb, 1983,
18. weekly Review (Nalrobi) 2, sept, 1983
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on Juns 24, was the defeat of paul ngel by Mulu mutisya
for the pMachakos branch chairmanship, and that of R.Matano,
by Burudi Nabuera for the gecretary generalship of the
party. In Machakos, Xgeits defeat brought to an end a
man whorg political domination began before Kenyats
independence. Matanots defeat st the national elections
ended his sixteen years long role as XANU's chief
Spokesman,lg ‘
The year 1985, will no doubt be remembered as the
year of party politics in Renyas It is the year that
KANU elections were held for the first time 1n eighteen
and in which the party began to play a more prominent role
in the paliiécs of the country. Right from the beginning
of thas year, Kamzan politicians were astir in the anti-
cipation of KANU elections which president paniel arap Mol
had announced would be held at the beginning of 1985,
A8 the political wrangles continued in various parts of the
country, Kenyans were given a rude shock when news
came in May, thzt an M,P., Horace Orwitz had been murdered
and his matilated body dumped in a malze plantation
in his siaye home. 1In Sept, 1985, "“ir xilite Mwendwa
another M.P. was killed in a road accident. This happened
in tho Konyatta style of eleminating opponents.
Thus the nature of the party system that Mol innerited

19, . The weekly Review, July 5, 1985, -
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is quite authoritarian and hegemonic., The petty-bourgeoisie,
which was handed over political power by the international
ca>itul represented by the British, used state power for
its own benefit and in the process of exploitation of

the poor masses and with an alliance of the internationsl
capital,y appronriated surplus and consequently acquired
the status of indegenous bourgeoisie. The indegenous
bourgeoisie gstablismd, an guthoritapian rule by strengthe
ening the sziper structure of big buginess, larger firms,
efficient communication and a modern capital city. Thus
KANU being dominated by these indegenous bourgeoisie

group is no longer a liberation movement working in the
interests of workers, peasants and natriotic individuals.
Instead of bringing ecoromic independencey 4t lead Ronya
tovards being a neo-colonial domain. KANU nover adopted
the principles of democratic centralism, nor the

mathod of ong - party systems in socialist countries
where everybody has a volce in the political apparatus.
But here, banning of all kinds of parties other than
KANUs murdering of the opposition leadersy imprisonment
of the opnosition elements e.t.c. have creoated a kind of
discontent zmong the people, This discontent has gained
more momentum because of the economic exploitation of

the ruling circle who has a base in the bourgeolse group
within the country and a dialectical relationship with
metronolitan capltalism. 7Thus this kind of role played
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by KANU has turned Renya into a distressed, destituted

and destabilis.ed areca of political turnmoil and economic

malaiso.
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CONCLUSION

The analysis of any political organisation needs to
be studied in the context of structural balance or
imbalance with a historical background, economic develop-
ment or under-development, political stability or instabi-
1ity in the institutional framework and class-interests.

The MAU MAU movement launched by the radical peasant
elements (land Freedom aArmy) had compelled the British
and guropean settlers to associate Africans with the
governance: of the country. The metropolitan capital
and the local bourgeoisie had realised that their interests,
investments and their accumulation, would be better ‘
protected through sharing power with the African petty-
bourgeoisie elements. To share power, the ruling circle
made plans to create an economically better~ off class
of africans i.e. the African petty-bourgeoisie. The
proposed political changes requlred new eoonomic relations.
This meant lifting of restrictions from African parti-
éipation in the appropriation of surplus leading to the
formation of an African petty-bourgeoisie to whom
eventually power wasﬂhanded overs The new rulers
established a politiéal system which had the resemblance
of democracy but was undemocratic or even dictatorial

in nature. Through restrictions, the non-African
bourgeoisie was made quite ineffective in the political



116

fleld, 7The Cr .afepr of pover 3% in moti.on cotouie
chan es fn the Xeuyan eco.omygw
oney toe owaersai; of & nun.sr of .arge cash cror foms
canc Lu the hands of Afeicune and ia a shuit time a R4 .wer
of alricun farusers vwith vested inbers_ts in tho conlinie
ation ¢. the oy tem of cheap labour by landless labourors
apHe: rad on tho scene.
<40y Ghe caropean forme:s éi,vmwa a ouzuer of 2quatters
thus farticr geeentuating the nrovlem of landless labours
These evictions adiod to the already ser’ous ~roblems of
unammloyment 1o the countrye
Jipe:s africanigati-n of commercial and adminiatr tive Jobs
led to the forontion of an Afrie.n DuPesudracy with dnterest
in ret:ining tae ~rivileges previously mononoligded by
Jaroneans and ssians,
2:up, 4 rumber 07 industrial and comaroial units, vith
malideracial oviership of africans, 4siang and UYO 640Gy
wele seb Ups. Tals becume possiuvle by ado ting the policy
of encoursgiag private eutorprises It led to the
emargence of African privete entrepreniers vorking in
colluborztion with sottler bourgooisie.
Pivo, a nanber of sultinational corsor tlons werc ncrodtted
to Lavest in tie privats settor of Keoyae

The working class (Loth ~eagantry and factory uvorhkers)
vas inmwbilized tar ugh various lepzl and 1liercl methods
8+Zs ¢:07rO1 ovar the labour mverment, dDamire of politicd
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parties and intimating any opposition to the ruling class,
The emergence of the land owning class, a bureaucratic
privileged ellte group and an industrialist class led
to now tensions and contradictions in the society. The
privileged strata appropriated the major portion of the
surplus and this increased the gap between them and poor
labourers, workers and civil servants etc.

The institution of elections was so amended that
it disallowed any opposition parliament was used to
legitimize dictatorial measures. No scope was left for
the'expression of differing views in the party which
held neither elections nor conference for discussing
vprcgramme. Thus this privileged strata, the petty=-
bourgeoisie group established the one party system in
order to strengthen their positions making it more
stable and permanent within the Kenyan political structure.
After coming to power, the KANU leaders had kept |
the leftist leaders 0dinga Qginga out of the interim
government KANU then made its official policy that private
property should be respected and the settlers should staye.
Afrikanization of commercial and adminigtrative jobs led
to a mumber of industrial and commercial unitss with
multieracial ownership of Africans, Asians and Europeans.
It adopted the policy of private enterprise. A number

of multinational corporations were permitted to invest
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in ~rivate sector of veryae Thus by the heln of t:s
0.0 narty rale foroirn canital continmwd 4to proseroe
and accurmizted the ~rofit ut a 2irh rate. The nolitical
order whwre 0.1y K'Y 48 alliowed to fmetion nmade the
oppositicn ireffactive 40 tures ways(l) by vicdng over
the lecders through tho lucrmitive _003(2) asuoo’cting
frooe orpaclsa.ions such ag trade unl nsy peasants,
stadeals assoclaliung iuto Jovernment syaten(3) banuing
all cdnds of oppouitisn prou;s tarough sdniniotrative
axl cougtlitatiuual measupes such as danaing of polivicul
partius, deoluring strises iliegal, dicg.a ifying
ocppositig candid tes from clection etc. and custicg
the rudicals from tas runks sud lesdersiin of the
el ¥1a ri- 2N

79080 AT _enders have their ecosoxe Lase in the
nreti ebourgesis clemnt. These slowenls L1.0s the pottye
bourgeocisie and asmbryonic natisral bourgooisnie was alle
to oxtend their zcoumalati o with Tthe holp € the nover
of tae st to. Thua tie st:te nower wvas uged (1) to
further accumlatizn  (2) to expand izi oaaorg and size
of the onterprises, (3) tc move from exchunte ialo
producti o w.:mﬁ iavolvud tae rustriction: on f@fei{:n
eapit:l 40 some spimms.l Tds groun bas already estobliabed
i1ts m.nopoly over casa crop (roductiviny manufoctiures,
natioual Warke.sy awdluistrative, agricultar.l and ixiustrial

1e Cupla A7TIYYs Poaya s "olitics of (in)der-exndonoo
oneCity Del0?7
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flelds. 1In tais proces: tulg grou) has eumorged as a
powerful ecozamic class witaln tae yeayan societal ctructure.
3ut in nosteindenendence uvra thers .as aeried & nevw
privileged section, Uxe oupreaucrsiic or manororial groud
emlyed 4 varigda sectiro of econony and auniuistr.iicne.
e grouth of tils sieis) £ros~ shoa 4 be seen 83 8 vay
in the formntilon of the local vour-eoisie., 7248 group
became very nowerful Uscause of 1ts snocial knwledre,
technioue and educ-.tion, e3peclally whan bourgooisio is
weak 40 its political 6rganisatiom1 vorks “ﬁle chlef
objective of tho ruling gro:p has dDecn to ac.umulato
wvealth and for tals they depend o. the civil sorvice
valch manipulates for i .8elf an urasicl srivilege of
particinating in rufilsble busimsa.a 5o that is viy
the Oureaucrats wero alicwsd to ran priv e Cirmo.
gven in Moita per.ody they wsre allowed Lo contest the
@lection. 320 now inlusicn of tals groun witain tho raling
clircle moy croate & kind of coxtr o uletion Detween the
petty-bourgsolisie ruling group and tae new bureaucratio
boargeocisie. |

Wo hive algo examined the trnnsition:l phwse from
Kenyatta to panial aprsn 7.4 and zinilarly the passing
of power from ong bourpeoisie %o the other prou:s The

2e¢ IDLA ne 208
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same classeridden economy that existed auriig venyattats
period has beur coutinuing. The pellye-dourgecisie groun
osuning the moans 2f -poducty oy accumulating capital
azxd ricvastinge the surplus loecally arc oxnloiting the
vhole of the vorlkdrg class in the same manner.

Zust in the nrocess thero have enwrrod the contrae.
dicti.ns among vnirious forces of veny: 1.o. the contr.=
dictions betweon the inliremous bourpgeoisle itselfl anid
nat1nul  and mtty olitan ¢canital )iaabeeen tae cmerping
eanit 113t class aud the worki:g class a:d cotweun the
bapeaucr.oy aad e Lourgedlisie. These coutradioti.ns
are 48 euning duy Dy Uaye 80 Lhe.e i3 evory chahco
tnut Taese opullictiny intorestu insive Tenya may le.d
to thé politlcul turmolle Lut oven aow [LiNUYe domizant
pogitisn has Leun fngtutlnalliged go wuch that it is vory
difficult on tie part of tae -ro-pescive sectlons of
renya to oring aoy «And of sucloe-sconsic and noliticd
changes Those in the doainant ~ozitiun of TAYT huve
reache. fast o store th & thelr positln fannot be sghalen
and that they will continue to mile with tho samp
authoriturianism. There i very 1itile lilslilhood of
progressivo gection takloar a dominant poditi n in the
sountry.

ven now tie single party maliliecgadidatc
ca.atitaency /.0 .0 8 \dsed o/ e Pall.gp ollicio to
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hoodwink the masses into believing in thelr canacity teo
overthroy the rulers and KATMts adhorance to chit aystem,
under which clearance is never given o 1tz oritics, is
used Co deny even minimum nossidility of domoeratic
normss Thus the posteindependent volitical syston of
renya has becn classified as the undemocratic and
oparessive ssatem taat exists in Africas

Oe - party system has re-cied gn exemplary stage
it is completely in the haads of petiyebourceois,
that all other sectiung of society are denled any role
except a supportive role to tiae ruling perty vhero the
oppositi n is mellowod downy azalgamated or crushed j
In ghort it is reducsd to notaing.

™e soe-calied denogratic tmdition followed by
AT in Renyo can De 2ateporised as the bourreols
democratic norms. wWere the ecoxzpnic roots 1lie in such
preraoquisites for the capitulist mode of production as
the nossibility of buylng ard sellirng la.our pover and
exchanzing comnodi sios in the morket 1n cceordance with
the law of value. Toro in Tenya the demccratic institu™
tions are limited, and in uany respects even formal 4n
nzturce Thus ecuality proclaimed in the political
sphere in un irreconcilavlie coutradictin., 11ith 4ts
ecounomic system of cgrit 1iot Sraaltiong 1is rel.tions
of exploitatiun and oppregsions The Doneflts of individual
freedom are mostly enjoyed by the prosyerous strata of _

™

X
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of the population, while for those who have to spend
their whole 1life toiling for their daily bread, freedom
1s often no more than an empty phrase. Freedom of the
Press and other similar freedom only servee the interests
of the big capitalist monopolies, which control the
nevspapers, the periodicals, radio stations, cinemas,
theatres and TV networks using them to befuddle the
public as they see fit.

From a mass party dominated by petty-bourgeols
section of the society, KANU has become a tool in the
hand. of the rulers, who pick and choege its leaders on
the basis of loyalty to the top man. Present day KANU
presents no programme of action, no manifesto and no
services to the society. The rulers use it to serv e
their own 1interest., In the end we can say that ¥ANU
is not a political party but a platform for the rulers,
the platform is used by the rulers as and when there is
a political cris&s. As we had seen during the transfer
of power from Kenyatta to Moi, Mol made a number of
changes and took a number of pledges but only to gain
control over the big political actors who have soms
weight, due to tribal or economic strength in Kenya.

Thus in the Kenyan poclitical setting, the denial
of political rights to opponents, the continuing economic
exploitation, growilng hegemonic character of the party
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KAND, banning of othor parties etec. huve brought a kind
of discontent among tae working class(both factory and
peasantry)s This working class is becoming conscious day
by day about their exploitation. They have alrcady
started supporting, the progressive section of the
soclety who alvays demand eguality, licerty and freedom
among all Xenyans. Students algso have joined their
voice in tals kind of growing consclousness. pBecause
vhat they all know is that RKenya under KANUs is
hgading tovards the course wvhich will never bring about
fzster economic growth, eqguality, self-reliance,
centralised planned development and never delink the
economy from the metropolitan canitalism. Thus this
kird of dissatisfaction or discontent among the people
will definitely bring sbout a kind of seditisn against
this kind of privatism prevalent in yenyan social fabric,
Tals kind of seditional attitude of the people will
breed what farxcallst'alienation' and what purkheim calls
tanomie?. Denial of pclitical rights to the people
may result in a revolt and obring asocut all kinds of
progressive . _ [ . changeoss

Then Xenya will try to adopt a democratic government
based on equalitv,; self.reliancey piblic ownership of
tne mesns of productiony equal distribution of ¢the
surplus and equal participation in the state aparatus.
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