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The centrnl theme of this study ier
1) to ldontify the idecloplenl foundstions of various
traditions of poosant mobilizstion in the period of owr
study, and | '

g&‘) to oxamine and analygze tho role of ideslony in
affecting the collestire potion of agrarinn classes and in
shaping the organised, sustained colloctive mobilization in
the form of moveronts olthor for the atteinment of the change
in tho existing egrarisn structure and relati-ns end the |
system os o vbole by & new desired arrangement or for the
persistence of the axisting system without or wvith some
wltimately inconsequontial modifications,

In this choptor we have discussed the conceptual
frovewnrl for the study and bave identified the traditions
of peszont pobllization and their 1deological backoround,
In the light of thins dilscussion, we have analysed
Charparan, Telongons and Dazaelbard pessont movooents as
cape studies,

Gmarm strugele (1917), by adepting tho theory of
all classes collaboration and prapsure atz-u}?giw and lepal
solutions as the doninant form of codilization ropresents &
tradition vhich dominated the poasant mobilization Curing
the anti-Dritish covepernt in the name of political expediency,
On the othoyr hand, the Talengans pearunt rovenent (1046«51)

-/ wms the {nstitutionalized expression of the exieting



confrontationist tradition of poasant robilization, It wus
this, & lozicel oxtension of & tradition and provided an
‘altogother Aifforent oriontation to the peasant robilization
in post-1047 Indio by adopiing revolutionary cless gtruggle
and militant mose wovenent as the dominant form of robilie
gation, Heralbari pencant uprising (1067) was the higher |
form of the tradition set by the Telengana peasant mavmﬂ
and sloo hae the dlstinetion of reprosenting the rost povers

tion have besn taken for the following reasont [Telengono
ocourred on tho ove of 1847, Though it folls under the
trodition of confrontation it wao ostensibly led and
orgenised by the forces which traditionally followed the
path of colloborttion and legalitiss i,e, the OPI, At the
lotal lovel 4t dofied ths contral lesfiership of the party and

its idoclogy, but at the same time the central lecdershiy
wolldod manipulative end collaborative power so mich 8o tmt
1t could unileterally withéraw the whole covement, It vas,
thus, narked by an 4declopiosl duslisn, ) Dovever, dmspite
this ldeslozienl dunliise, Tolenpons was the first organized,
idenlogionlly vell thought of snd susteined exprescion of the
confrontationist tradition of peasant mobilization in the
poriod of our study, 4nd 1t is in thic sense that Telengann
rorkted the begiming of a tradition within o tradition as &
logienl extension, On the other hand lexalbari cccurred in
intependent India and wvas the continuation of & fuithdrawn?




and ruthlessly supprossed tradition of peasant mobilisation,
7t wos led ond organised by an independent political foroe
and reprosented ths rost formidsble, all poworful tradition
of pessent mobilization in post 1947 Indis, by continuing,
strengthening end developing the confrontationist tradition,
In poste1547 Indis, vhen the ezternsl enemy was

elivinated and tho theory of political expediency could no
longer be used, the tradition set by Chasparan strugple has
sperged ideclopienlly in Sirect opposition to the tradition
of tonfrontation, I, soction IV of this chopter the above
twe traditions will be furthey dlscuseed,

I, dsslese

(?awmgy bas emerzed as one of the fundamental
sonceptual analytical tools for the Scoiology of social
wmntﬂ 4 bydof note on the very concept of ideology
will be userul not only decauss our study concerns the
detersining vrole of 1declogy in the traditionsof pesssnt
mobiligation in the period of cur atudy tut also to determine.
the senso in widsch we hnve arployed the concept,

}Eim {1077 21) lovated ffsclogy vithin the claes
structurs and considere 1ts source in the "phencmensl forms®
‘of & mode of produstion (Denton 10B14 161180}, Thgugh
perception of the material structural conditions (stats of
wtema!. ohjects) and choannes teking place in tham due to

olopment of internal controdictions inherant in the
nature of things® t‘rmw 1977 2), man's pind scquires
congcionenogs wmn in due oourse gets "synthesized? into




nooncaption, judcemont and inference® (Moo 1076s 302)
looding to erystallizstion of theory and idsology with
continuous acquisition of Lnowledze through practice along
- vith advancing forces of production followed by changes in
tho correrponding profuction and socialerelations, )Ydeology
in turn also makes progress with the advancing forces of
production and ehanging produstion and sociul relations from
one stoge to ancther and contributess crucially to the
further prowth of social conscicusness to be manifepted in
nigher and higher forms of unsxpested collective sotions,
In the cphere of cognition of social reslities and practice,
ideology operates at the two lewvels, Firstly, ideology
which aintorts, misrspresents ond conceals mocial contras
dictions ond produces "invertsd world consciousness™ in
the interest of ruling class as necessity for tie
exploitative system (Varx and Engels, 10771 47y Larrain,
10838 £20), Secondly, the ideclogy vhich is the product
of the perceptusl s rationsl lmovledge of tha structural
 conditions by the dowinated, sxploited people, doveloped
in the course of thelr preductive lobour and invention and
develapment of productive instruments, unfolds the socisl
QM%M%%& and presents then in .':héir sotuality with
referonca to tho confileting interests of various classes
operating in the soclety at o given stage of history, What
importent from ths point of view of soclal movemant
12 to note that in this process, exploited people dlscover
the cause of thelr exploitation and strive for sonsclous




strugile undsr thelr organization to change the situstion
in thelr own favour by roemoving contralfotions, This becomes
a hebdsoity becouse of the imternal contradiotions of the
systass whleh containg conflicting classes and oclass interests,
e, 46 18 the idsology through viich the base, the
production relations, the tdeclogical forms and the pocied
relatione acquirs new meanings, |

[ Zdeology of the dosinent class emanstes from it
nistoricslly evolved privileged position in the souiety
and perception of the ruled classes, 1.8, %,,e 8 cloes of
individuals without this property (private possession of
the productive forcen) rust sell to the former (a claes
of individusls in possession of productive forceas) the
‘usie of thely lebour pover in axchange for a vege® |
{Codslior, 10781 335), ) Balling or rendering free labour
~ powar, as the case may be, is taken os natural and expscted,

-@wxagy of the oppressed and sxploited grew out of
thelr perception, idens and conscioumness vhich they hed
constructed in the courss of their active interaction with
the reality to which they referred, )Hen do not sct only
they are '.awo mhx@'ar dissovering internal structurs
piddon behind the perceptille functioning of the socisl
relations by unfolding the inhersnt contradiction of the
-gyeten, E‘!"gey-'éhanga the very nature of prevalent
explottetive 1dsologloal forws meant: for providing
_pustenance to the existing mode of production and stete,
They build sltemative structures hnd reconstruct the
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on fdeology tnd its rele in moulding the collective actions
of people one could ama thats the structural conditions,
product of a speeific econordc base and Lte ideclogical
forns, prodiuce s certalin type of ideology and corresponding
collective responses, It may either be change griented or
systen conserving,

Bxplottative base and Lits supersstructurs producs a
gyaten of supereordination « subordination relationships as
nesponity, wanifested in & partioular kind of expected
collective remponsey porception of, sctive interaction with
and intervention in such n condition coupled with internal
econtradfotion of the systen drive the oppressed and exploited
people to replacs the systen by o higher form of ratiomality
1.0, & gystem based on couality as o necessitys continued
productive labour, asguisition of hkmovledgs through practice
and ita conceptusliization into theories enable the exploited
peopls to grasp the ammiawﬁ naturs of the systes based
on exploitation, ond they acouire class consciousness and
form thelr own class ideclony snd alternative ideclogical
fornny

@wﬂ.ﬁé to social vovements, this Ldeology of
vorking peopls first gmratm o specific kind of collective
bemaviotry with interest and expsctations which gives birth
to an organisation, Vith organization in operation comw




various forme of struggle which ars dndieators of various
forps of soelsl conscloumnoss of the people s.mlvad.j
Orgardsntional colleetive mbﬂimt&m resulting in a
moverant brings the consequence/ent {Ses Figure I), With
tenporary modifications, psocisl movenants for system change
follov this desien, Howover it is not only the system
changing tut olso the system conserving colloctive
mobilizations talking forn of movements that are besed and
rooted in & cortain tdeclopys It 48 in this senss that o
gocinl movenent is & collective forn of 1declogically
govermed mmh@ﬁ/echtaﬂ soclsl actions, E sooial
vovement, thus, 18 & collective organized and sustained
forr of ideclonieally governed collective sockal action

. directed tovard o Gesired gosl, ZIdeology chonges the very
meture of sociel/collective sctions » for example, viclence,
Violemoo agalnst the ezplodted people is & socis) sstion
end 1o oxpected secording to the ruling class $deolopy,
widle the violence against the ruling class iz olso a
colleetive social action am 1is expected according to ths
working class ideology, Thus ideology gives different
moanings to the same collective social actions,) For eny
corroot understanding of ideclogy and social movements, it
ia extravely fwportent to grasp this dislectical relatione
ship botween czpected end unexpected actions, Vhat 1a |
unezpected for the ruling class is expected for the working
csiafﬁa,. and what i¢ oxpected for ruling claas, 1is unexpected
for tho working class,
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Uobilization generally tokes pluce 4in two phasos
phase I followed by phase IT, In phase I mobilization is
dono to clannelize the umorpanised collestive behavicur
inte an organiszed ¢ollactive behaviouwr, vhile 4in phase II
- there 18 nobilization of organised collective behsvioar in
" the shape of & movement to sohieve the respective goal, )

Prase I ney spain start in tvo forms, TFirastly,
initinlon of nobilisation to genorate dissent divcontent,
indipmation and soneg of protest, Or scoondly, mobilization
to ehannellize already gencrated, yet unorganised, miam
diorent, atscontent, indignation, interest expoctotion, dus
- 4o intewmal ecntradiction of the structure, into an organised
 colleotive behaviour, Howaver, sometimes robillization 7@)1
movemont moy start with phass I, when ths micro-level
urorganized collective bohaviour is alresdy organized under
_the influence of various foctors. In phase IT organized
collective bohaviour is mobllized into conerote, velle
defined forn of mobilisation vesulting in pmovement to
sohteve the respective gouls,

Por an understanding of the oporative part of the
ebove two phases snd the role of ideology, o discussion on
thos two layers of mobilization 1,0, wleroe and macrowlevels
of mobdlization, ig noofed to see how the tuo are related
oand unitod by i&miagicai objectivesn,

Gﬁcmnleml mobilization cencrally storts es dissent,
and protost for lmrodiate ogonorie, social, or political
prievonces ot loecal leovel ond say gradually ssoume importance




by widening itoe bass area snd gppeal by (1) lirking with
other microwmobdilizations of similar naturej and (11) by
cotablishing o dofinits or general link with & mecroe
1deologyy Vhich envisepes & macro-level dominsnt form of
w?ammtmj It 1 this dominent form of wobilization
vhich provides a vider hase and sceeoptence to microw
mbilizations of collective actions by linking them with
macrostobilization/macroeidaology for the attainment of
identical objectives and gosl, However, microemobilization
pay #tart ag part of thes onegoing macro-robilizstion/mocos
1¢eology which provides them with a perspoctive to analyse
the situation around them in o particular vay and get
inopiration from the mobilization in other parts,

C{mmmnmm, in 5 sense, is the cumulative
result of identical unexpected/expected collective nctions
at the micro levels through which axisting base and social
- relations aither aaqungmmss oy the old baliefs ares
strengthened, so that the mystem is oither replaced by a
desired forpm of ideological rationality or status quo is
m»mmw.j

Tdeology, e discussed enriier, plays o crusial role

in macrosmobilication, It 18 the 1deolopgy which envisages
8 grand design of maero-nobilization of collective actions
either to change tue existing gysten or to conserve it, And
- this grend-desisn of mobilizstion produces s dominant form
of mobdiltzation ot maoroslevel as ideology recuirement,
Dopdnent form of mobilization is also enriched by identicsl
specific«ideclogicsily poverned forms of protest strugries
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emerging from micro-level umexpscted/expected collective

[ Tho grond-desien of macro-mobilisation ls the rasult
of the cognition of reality in general at mecro-level, |
Cognition of reslity of the totelity involves tdeclogical
perception of soclal, economic, political and cultural
realitios in their diversity at macm-leve@ Now the task
of tho ideology 18 to seo how these realities are interw
1inked and intordependent on the one hand, and to esteblish
a connection botween these ideologlcal forme and the
existing economic base, on the other, eo that & macro-
strategy for & nacro-mobllization could be evolved, This
task of oatablishing definite linkages among various
realitiony forming o mecro-strategy of mbinzaﬁan; and
evolving & dominamt form of mobilization, is possidle only
on the basis of ideclogleal perception of the existing mods
of production and the corresponding production and social
relationgy | |

Por instance, a particular ideclogy, in the context

of peasant mobilization, takes into account the existing
domnant character of agrarian structure and relotions and
eharacter of state, . How, the ideology will formulate a
gonoral strategy to deal with the existing mucrowsituation
in this regard, While doing 8o, the ideology tekes into
account tho strength of ideclogical forms, state, |
stministrative infrastructure and pollcies of the state
- and formulates dominant form of mobilization, It &eé-a this
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'mwg in view the various apparatuses of control of the
policy enforcing ogency » the atate - $o counter its dominant
ideclogy, mode of exploitation and cpp‘reasian to overthrovw
the porsistence of & specifie rode of production and clasgs
domination, Then the ideology and dominant form of mobilizae
tion are to confrent a4 specifis pacro-situntion which 18
eomprised of warious identical miorowsituations, However,
it is uportsnt to note that the homogensity in ideclogical
approuch with rospoct to diveraity is poszidble decsuse of
the dorinent racro-charccter of state, econony, and soclety
duo to the peruvistonce of & specific form of clans domination,
To ozplain the chove, we may toke some concrete
¢xarplol,

@r instoncs, ap fdeology vwith respoot to peasant
rovenont at pacrow-level ray concelve thats "bigrest single
problen in the rural arens at present is the crash in prices
. of agricultural produces especially of conmercisl erops but
' 8lgo of food grains,,, ) If wo are not able to win remumerative
 prieos for the agricultursl products, ths entire rursl -

econory will be soized by a orisis the magnitude of which
affects all seotions of the peasantry and the videst
‘pebilization is ponsible in the strugrle for remunerative
prices®y a8 o result of which "fair price for the crops
bocame the major demand of the peasant rovement in
proctically every state® (A,I,E,C. meoting, 10874 7-8),

In the above quotation, & macroe-position has been
expounded with respoct to tha dircetion of peasant moverent
in the country 8o a vhole, It 1s ovident that according to



the above mrmmaim&,@e dominant direction of the
poasent mobilization at macroslovel would be to mobilize the
peassants on the question of remunerative prices which has boen
identifiod s the "bigrest single problem’ bdut the targat
group of the mobilization would be the lunded gentry who can
produce cash orops ond have onough surpius to sm’a

How the isocues and approach to the issues are clear,
From this the dominant form of robilisation will ererge, In
order to ¢xorine this procoss, ve have to seo vhat the actunl
‘goal 15 thad this ldeology intonds to achleve, This ideolopy
posks to establish People’s Democrscy in India where the
hourpeoisie vill olso share pover In the state, It _
charactorices the Indian state os nuthoritarion and promonopoly
encouraged by US Soperdoliss, To achieve this ponl, the
ideclogy has adopted o penceful, perliamentery path to
eptablish sooialism, Thus, the dorinont form of peassnt
mobilizetion wvill ales bo in accordsnce with the goal/ideology,
ené peasants will be mobilised and organized in open, legal
bodics, through legal means svolding any open confrontation
with the state machineyy, Bvolution and cdoption of a specifie
donminint form of mobillsation, thus, is to be lovated in the
¢lass charpctor of the tdeclogy, The class basis of on
1daology largely shapes the forus of mobilization to sult
the interests of the respective class, '

How, contrary to the above position, an ideology whieh
eraractorises the Indian maoro-situstion in terms of semie
feudslisn tnd semiecolonislisn, vhere tho comprador bourgecisie
ond big landlords are in control of the countryts economic,
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social, politionl and cultural sffairs, sceks to establish
How Demporucy, Mcarﬁiﬁa to thiz maesrosposition the pain
dirsction of pecsant movenent will be to mobilize and organize
agricultural labourers ond pooy peasants first, for they
constitute the leading revolutionary force because of thelr
location in tho production process, This ideology, in order
to achiove the goal 1,0, ea‘;abl.tsmﬂn% of llew Democracy,
rejocts the peaceful parlisncntary path and sdvocates the
mobillzstion of poosants wainly in illegal, underground bodies
to wage o war to overthrow the state through armed struggle,
Thite, the dooinent form of peasant wobllization under this
ideological strategy 18 that of armed strugple, The dominant
forn of mobillzation is susplamented by militant mase
repistance povenents under this New Domooratic maorowposition,
the axisting contradictions that middle ond rich pessants have
vith biz landlords are utilized and atterpts are made to bring
wmiddle end rich peasents inte the mainstrean agaimst the big
lendlord-comprudor bourgeoise ruling alliance under the
ravolutionary leadership of the immediste producers,

w,g sradltl We) BRI : Wiy WA R LN e
4 "Em fan mm*‘ gunaationy

The rost important feature of the poosant mobilizations
éuring the parioed of our study is that they vore addressed to
a future socliety and aimod sither at revolution or mere chungs
in political muthority without any change in clasge composition
w&t%z respect to state power and vere rooted in one or the other
dofinite tdeclony, These peasant mobilizations were gulded by
various 1declonies to rmobiiise peasants/rural masses for
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sehioving cortaln longetern goals « gither to drive out the
Britioh ptyelenlly or to eetablish peoples? revolutionary
authority vhoro not only British imperdalisn would be driven
out but loeal cuploitors, too, would be elininntod (pro-1947)
ané to overthrovw Congress regime (poste1947), Ideologies of
these poanant mobilizations had thelr spoeific forms of
mobilization affecting the collective actions in their own
WO« |

Judging fron the various interpretations ond empirical
ovidence available it could be argued that peasant mobilization |
in tis peried tosk plaee within the two contending traditions,
ubich drav on ideclogienl Aividing line betveen the various
poasant mobllizations in this peoried, f heso traditions con
be charastorised ag

@) The tredition of confrontationg and

b) The tradition of collaboration ond :i.egai.path.:}

Ran:sit Guba CM) elabarat&ng on the noture of ruoe
resistance in colontal Indic mighlights "the contribvution mde
by the poople on their oun - 1,8, infdepondently of tho slite
| to the msking and development of thie (Indlan) nationalisp®
{1982 ¥ 3). @ha‘é fundomental thesis 48 that there vere
two parallel "streams or domains of politics in Indis »

Yelite politica® and the fpolitics of the people?, the latter
Wb not only ‘autonormun? but "one of ite invariant Pestures
- wng a notion of resistance to olite dominotion” (i 19682 1 8),
Neny tices mooees mobilized by the olite to fight for thoir



-
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own objcotives manngod to bresk oway from theliy cmtmlj
{19827 "}s 6), "The cosoxistenico of thess two domains or
stroons wog the index of on lrportant historicol truth, that
18, the failure of the Indian bourgeoiste to spesk for the
nation® (G, 10823 6),
_ Lounching a frontal sttock on olite hiatarlo&r‘apl’m
Guha enphosizess "The bankruptey of this (slito) historios
prephy 1s cloarly esposed wvhen 4t is called upon to explain
‘- guth phonomens ag the mati-Rowlatt upsurge of 1010 end the
"Quit India Movement of 1042 = to name only tvo of the mumerons
instomess of populay initiative asserting 1tself in the course
of nationalist ﬁmpaign& in defiance or cbsence of olits |
control, How can guch one~sided and blinkered historiography
hely us understand the profound displacement which made Chaurdie
Choure or the rmilitant demonstrations of solidarity vith RIN
mutinoers possidble? ( I982. 3 3),

| Ideological roots of Guha's srgument could be traced
back to M0, Roy who in hie original draft thesis subettted
to the Second Congress of the Third International (1520) bed
fdontified "in pony countries especially in Indin,,." *two
aistinet movements’,., one as the "bourgeois dsmocratis
naticnalist vovement with a programme of political indepene
dence® and the othor as the "mass gotion of the ignoront end
poor ponsants ond workers, The former endsavoursd fo control
the latter ond often succesded to a certain extent but it
would be o mistake to asrme that the bourgeois nationalise
povenent exprofoes the ém’t:.mnta and aspirations of the
~ general population® (G, Adnikard, |97): 124 ),
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Influenced by Roy, the Indion corrumists popularised
the *fear of tho masses theory! unfar the influenco of Third
International in the thirtios and later by R,P, Dutt, Fear
of the rasas? thoory has recently bean stated ogain in the
 context of pensant movements by A.R, Dessi (1979), The
ensential difference botvesn the Roy-Gubs thosie and the
ffear of the waasest theory is that instead of identifying
tvo parallel movenonte or streams or domains of antagonistis
classos, this theory highlights the division between
"ravolutionary Congross cusses® and "hourgeois reformist
leadorship®. According to this approasch dullewitted but
"rovolutionary possos® wers "pressed into scrvice® for
elien clnse intorests ond wore denled the opportunity to make
~ revolution by cerefully hornessing them to controlled forms of
struggles (Desai, 1970), According to the inherent logle of
the tradition of confrontation, the revolutionary character
of possants manifests in revolts, rebeliions, insutrections,
defying the officfal line and taking independont inittatives
vhenover pootidble, HKethioen Gough (1674) writing on the
poasant uprisings in Indis observed that nll of the peasant
- rovolts geem to have occurred under conditions of relative

- deprivation, Gough (i 1974.°) notes that peasant uprisinge
~ "also armply illustrated the remariable organising ebilities
of the ponsantry, their potential discipline and solidarity,

thely doterrined militeney in opposing Lmporialism and

- explofitative class relations, thelr inventivenass and
potentiol military provess end thedr aspirations for o more
- demoeratic and ennlitartan society., The more fumpressive



uprisings oleo show that even in India, where interw
ethnie strife has produced some of the wost tregic modern
nolncousts, ponsants ara capeble of cocpersting in oless
strugcles across casto, religions ond even linguistic lings
to redress thelr common grigvances®,

. Tno programme of peasant mobilisation bused on the
idevlogy of tho tradition of confrontation was executed not
only by various organizations in different periods, dut
often this paradipgs wes folloved by peasant masses
iﬁdmmﬁmtly defying the officisl lines of the central
mobilizing erganimtian irwolved, It L= important to note
at this amajmsa thnt organigationnlly the | ~
' parasigm of confrontation vas upheld and put into practice
pe conscious ideology for peasant mobilization mainly after
1047 by Marzist-Leninist party and other groups bepimning
with Nexalbard, The Marxist-Leninists differed with the
CPI and CPI{!) on the quention of the nature of goclety and
- the charncter of gtaﬁa end thus on the question of strategy
~ end tacties of Indlan revolution, However, before 1047, the
paradign of confrontation as conselous ideology for peasant
mobilization was adopted end proctised by the local leadership
of the united GPI during the Telengana armed struggle aldo
vhioh wo will disouss in a gaparate chapter,

Por our purposc, it ig essential to note that during
tho period of our study (1917+60) the paradigm of confronta=
tion was oeserted and followed for peasant mobilisation on
tuo iwalsg@%um; it vas practissd as the spontoneoupy
‘yot conscicus, independent initiatives of poasant masses and
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local landlens againet the policien of the collaborationist
pensant orgonizations end thely lendership and challenped in
their own woys tho suthority of tho local exploitative classos
and lendership of the collaborationist organizations which
aluays sought to rosolve the iscues through submission,
corprovise, unilateral withdrawel and mgmmcg The
paredipgm of confrontatien was refiscted in the ﬂpaaazmts'
unexpected collective aotions vhen they defted the dictntes
of the central organisation and leafership and deviated from
the oxpocied path, This 48 ovidoent in nuperous poasmnt
robilications lsunched by Gandhi, Congress, Xisan Gabha and
the commmists, Poacants took independent indtiatives end
defled the oxpocted poth in the 1042 Quit Indic Hoverent, in
Chawrl Chaura, in tho pessant rovolt of Oudh of early 20s and
durdng the Tobbaga movenont - ¢o name a fov, Howover, the
porgdign of confrontation mmy not have alvays been o
conscioud class ideology = rather often 4t wos & spontonecus
resction rosulting from oxtreme exploitative oxistential
conditions and eollaborationist policles of thé organizations,
This spontanoous reaction showved the interest of the people
to change the situstion ond hnd potential to teke form of o
definito class ideology.

[Gecondly, thie paradign ws adopted in practice by
cortadn orpanizations consciously to mobilize possants to
sohiove yovolution, This wvos dene first during the Telengana
vovement, Dvever 1t was the poot-47 perdod that marked the
end of the ora of spontanolty and the bepinning of the ers
of organization in thie ropard, storting with loxaldardi
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peasant movemont, \ These organizations sought to mobilise
pensonts through revolutionary clase and militant moss
mobilizutions and would not hesitate to adopt violent mesns
of strugpglo vhonsver necessary, In fact, the armed peasont
ronistonce and strugslo was the dominant form of strugple

for these organizations, Naxalbarl poasent movement of 1967
and subnequent peasant movements in Lekhimpur Kherd, Musshari,
Srilmkulanm, Debra Gopiballavpury Bhojpur under the leadership
of CPI(ML) are the notable mamt movenents whiuh took pmu
within the tradition of cuonfrontation,

B‘tﬂa the rain empmas.a orf tlm traﬁitxon of confronta.
tion hos been on violent revolutionary class strugrle and
militant mass covenents ond armed strugele os the dominmnt
" form of mobiltzation, Ehe essential thrust of [the tradition
~ of collsborstion and legal path 19 on noneviolence and
- pressure struggles through legal mesns, For the tradition
of collaboration the British rule occuplod the all powerful
centyal position for any peasant modilization during the pree
47 period, Thore emergzed a theory of collaboration to fight
ecolonial, rule involving all agrarian classes,) As far ag the
struggle ogalnst the exploitation by local feudal lords was
econcernod, this vas done through lepal battles scoking
concascions from Dritish rule, that too for rich tenants
who bhad economic contradition with the bigger landlords,

The tradition uf“cﬁuabamﬁoﬁ end legal path emerged
esoontially out of the f1declogy of anti ioperislism as
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elags struggle ond unity of oll clospes theordes, DBipin
Chondra (1970) an sdvocate of such a paradigem, stotost
+ the antl imporialist movement did not merely
*mylait the msmta' wase strangth or 1&01 its
interest at the cormond of the bourgeois
rdddle classes ... I reprosented to a cartam
axtent the anticolonial intorests of the paamtry.
Horoover, 4t wam not ag 4 the poasan and 1ts
mbvmanta are ‘utilised? by the nationnl lendors
9 or woré Toscrificed® at the sltar of
1iem, Uationalisp helped srouse the
peﬁ&mt a6 ewalon hinm to his oun neods, Gemands,
and abovesll the :&oszmtuty of an nct w rola
in socinl ond political dovelopment® (344-45),
[w Sahajaninda, londer of the Kisan febha, end Acharys
" Horentro Dova, founder of Kisan Ssbha and o soofalist
1declogue, vore of tho firm opinfon that there should be no
confilet apong various egrarion clsases, Acharyn declared
that %our toslt todoy is to carry the whole peasontry with
usg® (MMGE Like the socialists and the Congress, the
copruniats alse tool practically the pame ideological
poaition ag far as poasant mobilizstion durdng anti British
compalgy was concerned (Alavis 10853 Oormensy 10B3),
Bowover, rich tenants vers mobilised for antiefeudal
struggle by putting prescures on tho British rule to change
lave in favour of tenants, Thore vers two pain thesen
advanced by the upholders of this traditions
1, thnt p@;asxem.& 414 rot question et all the
landlerdts right to ma a shars in the producs but what
they wore not recdy to pay was mire than the legally
stipulated share (Sunil Sen, 1980;Scngebts, 1179).
Be thore should be no strugsle sgeinst the local feudal
lords in the intorest’of the ALFgch

tho alien rulcy : Eifre -\:/c\
\ \ ‘ AN, 1A
Ya@ uune M AR TH-1793
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Sueh o wrong notion sbout pensents? congciousness and
clase colleborationist thesis was obvicusly the result of the
eloss basis of those arganimm@nslgggsoé continued misery,
exploitation and oppression of immediats profucers even aftor
the corpletion of the largor couse, The most important
 eharacteristic of mobilization under this tredition was thet
it vos tenants with srough surplus who vere mobilized in the
nspo of peosant movement, The sotual producersg remained
unaffected, The Kairs, Bardolof, Chemparan, Dakshat povement
ond ths Tabhnga poverent to name o few are the typieal
sxarples of the peasant mobilizstion launched undor this
_ tredition, Vhenever pessants took independent initiatives
and resorted to violence, Congrest, Gendhi, socimlists and
comruniats all withdérew thelr support, (jm tredition of
collgboration and lepal path resulted in debacle of
Pedonandipad corpadgn, Oudh Kisan rising, lloplah rebellion,
Telengona movament, Hmmimi!i uprising — a fov arong many
instances,) o o
In the pre-1947 period, all classes theory to fight
the external ememy "had becoms the matter of political
expeflancy, while in post 1047 India paper promises end small
divisive concesclons has become the ratter of political
sxpedioncy® {Oomren, 1983). However, in post 1047 period
Bhooden Gramian movement ostensibly ermorped as an
alternatize to both the traditions but ulticately it too
proved to be o system conserving force (see Mukherji, 16781 83),

After 1047, there was no question of Congress
wobilizing pessants as it had ochioved its pool i,e, driving



out the external ememy, IHowever, as a matter of post 1947
political expediency Congress party which had now assumed the
governmental rosponsibilities, dild enact Zamindari Abolition
Act and introduced the Land Reforme polley, But imnieany.
these measures vere considered as *sentimental gains' and
again went in favour of nonecultivating rursl gentry and the
actual tillers « poor j:eaeants and sgricultural wrkexe -
. remained economically, socially as they were before 1847
. {Joohis 197 ; Erik Stokess 19784 Srinivass 19;0, 1980),
The socialists in tho post 1947 period remsined =
inactive and cpenly opposod any peasgnt mobilizstion on
class lines advocating class collsborationint policies
(Alavs, 1965), |
As far as cmmzm,.sts iiz the post«1047 period are

concerned, except for CPI(ML) the othor two parties, namely,
CPI and CPI(M) continued to follow the tradition of collaborae
tion and legal path now ap part of their ideology of peaceful
transition to socialism and their understanding of the nature
- of acﬁiety and the class character of state, Along with the
Congress,; they ruthlessly suppressed the peasant's independent
initiatives for revolutionary movement in Naxalbard and other
places,

 The broad characteristic features of the two distinct
iﬁmlagmal traditions of peasant mobilization are present
below in a tabular forms
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Tradition of Confrontation

Tradition of camécmm and Legal Path

Ideclogy glasa ﬁmggla, systen

Sopoinl Basis Irmedisto Producers

Open spmtanms rovolts,

Forns of '
Fobilisation confrontations, armed confron-

tations, arped atrug
vmzmt rmmti e.’taaa
2 les miutant rnes

Immediate Bxploitation, mmﬁm

Fotive Clanz mt. clagg
force at: mpiaimm es the
' inevi logice of

the ez *zmeﬁm systen

Poninant Forn Armed confrontdion
of Hobillie
zation

Ohservoble Unexpocted Bocial Actiong
effoct _ :

Gonl Gonoclons collactive action
to chango the synton by
desired mm of affalrs,

i - o R

Stability of the Poeisl ar&er syst.em

conserving, pro-status quo, cmemttvs,

Landlorde, rich peasants, rich tenants,

orpromiee, 1 cloas
1abo: tioa:g\amgamtém withiraval.

faintenance of soclal order
1. ghlgss ealﬁb?’ﬁiég m»lanﬁlozﬁ txg
name odie
drive out British =P ey o
2. change through lozal means postsl

Honsviolent pressure struggles through
leopal moans,

' Farther strengthening of the expected

social sctions, Vigorous oxpected spocial
actions sgainst unezpected cocial actions,

Conscious collective action to mintain
the status quo or bring changes within
the systen, wvithout affeeting the mﬁm.




Champaran struggle\(1917~18) against the European
Indigo planters vas started at a time when the Home Rule
agltation wag at its height in India, It vas also the time
vhen the British Government had launched a vigorous campaign
to recruit Indisng into the British Army vhich had created a
widespread dissent émong people (Choudhary, 1979), It was at
the tine of Shamparan struggle that the anti-.British movement
had gathared-momentum‘in India, It is evident that the struggle
was the outcome of the realization on the part of Gandhi and
Congress that the rural messes chould be involved in an
organized fashion in the anti-British moverent, ‘

Before tho appearance of English planters on the scene
in 1782 Indigo was belng cultivated indigenously in Champaran,
By 1850, the profitablility of indigo rose to s point where it
replaced the sugsr industry, The following four different
agrarian arraaéements involved the English planter in the
cultivation of indiges (1) Capitalist farming with ownership
of léna or superior technical rights vesting in the factory,
which got the cultivation of indigo done by hired labour under
supervision af factory employses, This was known as Ziraaty
(2) the factory as proprietor or superior temure holder.
leased out land to tenants on condition that they cultivate
indigo in threo Kattahs per begha of their ieaéed landsg the
factory would sapervise cultivation énd‘crep'cuittqg; this
system vas known ag asamivar or tinkathiay (3) the factory
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entered into agrescment with ryots who were not tenants of the
Company (Kmushki)s (4) the factory itself leased in lands from
its‘own ryots and cultivated indigo under its own supervision,
The first two were the prevalent arrangements, of which the
tinkathia system was the more pervasive form in practice
{Mukherii, 15831 850),

| The ryots under the tinkathia system right from the
beginning, resented the cultivation of indigo, not only
becaugse the cultivation process was repulsive, but also
because of the compulsion to cultivate it st unremunerative
rates and under oppressive and unwelcome supervision by the
factory staff, who also forced illegal exactions out of the
tenants, Ip addition, nonelegal customary extractions
(abwabs) were also levied from the tenants in o manner
sirilar to that of Indian landlords (Mukherji, 1883 : £0),

It i3 important to note that much bBefore the struggle
was started by Gandhd in 1017, the plight of 'ryots' had
attracted the attention of the Provinelal Congress Committee,
In his presidential address at the anrmal conference of Bihar
Provincial Congress Committee held on 10 April 1914, Babu
Bri} Kishore drew the attention of delegatess

| *vhatever good tha plunters might have done,
thelr dealings with the ryots have brought
‘about a serlious agrarian situation and they
have resulted in a considerable suffering
end misery to the poor mmd defenceless
villagers, It is well known that the ryotst
allegations against the planters, which have
beon held by the courts to be generally well
founded, are to the effect that they are
bound to execute illegal sathas by methods of

coercion including the institution of
. vexatious taxesy that /[fire and cesses are



unlavfully realised from them and they are 1lle
treated if thoy attempt in the least to refuse
compliance with the orders of the planters .,.."
(Rajendra Prasad, (955, 66- 6%)

The Bihar Congress Committee passed a resolution demanding
an ingquiry committee to redress the hardships of the

peasantry in Champaran, The 1016 Lucknow Session of the
Indien Nationel Congress took up the cause of the Champaran
ryots and the following resolution was proposed and unanimously |
passed on the second day of the Sessiont

"The Congress mogt reaggcitmny urges on the

Government the desirability of appointing a

mixed commlttee of officlals and noneofficials

to inguire into the causes of agrarian relations

between the indigo ryots and the European planters
in North Bihar and to suggest remedies thorefor™
(Freedon Movement in Bihar, Goverrment of Bihar,

On the practical level, the ryots had revolted against the
planters much before the Congress resolutions, "In the
absence of the mitigation of thelr sufferings to any extent
or in any form thelr smouldering dissatisfaction frequently
found expregsion in violent protest in 1807-8, The peasants
at the Sathl Factory and other noighbouring factories stopped
the cultivation of indigo and organized an agitations To
guell it 19 persons were convicted in November 1008, Nearly
200 prisonors avaited trial at Hotihari under different
charges, inciuding assaulting the alien plenters and arson® -
(Choudhary, 19793 237.28), '

The actual struggle by CGandhi was launched in Aprdil
1917, CGandhi started conducting a systematic asnd
authoritative enquiry into the real nature and degree of



the suffering of the peasante (ryots) at the hande of the

plantere (Renga and Sahajananda 1970t 54), When the struggle

took place 1n April 1917, the statements of more than 8,000

tenents from about 8850 villagea in Ghamparan against 60

factories of the Buropean planters were recorded under the

supervision of Gandhi (Choudhary, 10703 228), But the

provincial CGoverrment took fright and9proh1b1te&‘thém from

pursulng their enquiries, On their refusal to obey this -

" prohibitory orders, there arose a crisis, in vhich the

arrest and subsequent releaae of Gandhi were followed by

the sppointment of an enquiry comrittes with Gandhi as one

of its members (Ranga and Sehajenands, 1970% 54-55), Gandni

explained the conditions and grievances of Champaran ryots

| in his report submitted for the persual of Mf;'Maﬂ&e, the

. Chlef Secretary to the Government of Bihar, on 12 May 19173
MIndig0 ..« DAY NOV be defined as an cbiigaiian presuned to

attach to the ryot's holding .., under coercion, It is

inconceivable that the ryots would agree to an enormous

.gefpeﬁual increass in their rents against freedom from
1iability to gﬁ% indigﬁyfar’a temporary perdlod, which

freedom they vers stremiously fighting to secure and
honourably expecttﬁs;osa Under the tinkathin,éystem tha\

ryot has been obliged to give his best land for the landlord's
cropsy in some cases the land in front of his house has beén ‘

80 uged, he has been obliged to give his bast time and

energy also to it, so that very little time has been left

.to him for groving his own crops = his means of livelihood see
Inedequate wagsﬁ have been'paid to the ryots .,. end even
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boys of tender age have been made to work ageinst their will ..,
There can be no doubt that the latter {planters) have inherited
& viclous system, They with their trsined minds and superior
position have rendersd it to mn exact science, so that the
ryots would not only have been unable to raise thely heads
above water but would have sunk deeper still had not the
govermment granted some protection, But that protection had
been meagre and provokingly slov and has often come too late
to be appreciated by the ryote® (Home (Pol,) Department),
Ryotet' demsnds were recognised vhen the Inguiry
Committee composed of official and noneofficlal merbers
submitted its recommendation, The ocutstuonding features of
the recomrendation were that Tirkathin wae to be abolished,
end Sarahbashi was to be reduced by 20 to 26 per cent in
various factories, The tenants were allowed to hold their
lands vithout any obligation to grow indigo, Proper arrange-
ments to prevent unnecessary litigation between the {ryots)
and the planters were promised by the suthorities, On
29 Hoverbor 1817, Mr, Maude introduced the Champaran
Agrarian Bill in the Legislative Council of Bihar and Orisss,
The Champaran strugple reached its final stage when the
Champaran Agrarien Act was approved and assented to by the
Governor General of Indla on i1 May 1918,

Ix

Analysing the class character of the Champaran
Struggle; Range and Sahajenand (1070 t 55) writes



“But just as the earlier Congress sgitation

led by Ramesh Chendra Dutt against temporary

settlement, did not erbroce the exploitation

of pur peasants by Zamindars, so also this

aglitation led by the Mghatma in Champarasn did

not lead up to any fight sgainst the madn

cauges for the terridle poverty and sufferings

of Champsran peasants, namely the excessive

rents and exorbitant incidence of debis®,

It wvas striking to note that both Gandhi and

Rajendre Prasad "remained scrupulously silent

v the ravages of the Zamindari System and

y extreme need for liberating peasants from

its clutches"™,
With respect Lo leadership and economic interests involved,
Jacques Pouchepadass (1980), after a careful examination of
the Champarsn struggle, hae concluded that the main agent in
tho peasant political mobiliszation wae the 'richer peasantst
vho found the Buropsan plantocracy a rival to their ambitions
for dominance in land holding and the supply of credit,
Similar views have been expressed by Bric Stokes (1078) alse,
Stokes writes that the same generslization can be applied to
the Kisan Sabha and Ekke movement centred around Rae Bareilly
and the Eanstern districts of Oudh from 1920 onverds, Stokes’
cbaesrvation 18 a comment on the very ideology of the Champaran
Struggle led by Gandhi and Congress Party, However the
principal thesis advanced by Pouchepadass that since in
Champaran struggle and other similar strugpgles the main agent
was the richer peasant (dominant pessantry' as termed by him)
8o it has revolutionary potentiality, does. not hold any
validity, | '

Pouchepudass himgelf revesls the character of the loesl
leadership of the Champaran struggle which in turn reveals the

vary character of the Champaran Struggle, He showes how it vas
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not actually a peasant struggle i,e, of those who were directly
involved in the production process, He writes (1979)t "This
oligarchy (Local leadership) consisted for the groater part
of high caste peasants: Brahmina, Rajputs, (Bhumihar) Babhans,
Kayasthas, ﬁﬁsum Sheikhs ete, NMost of those leaders wvere
véll-a!‘f or rich peasants, None of them enjoyed full
proprietory rights, owing to the peculiar landholding
structure of the district, which was almost entirely made
up of three large Zamindar (Bettiah, Ramnsgar, and Madmban) ,,..
But this was no obstacle to the existence of a claaét of rieh
peasants, The average area of holdings in the district vas
5419 acresg, that is to say, about three and a half bighas
(taking the average bigha of the district), Rajkumar Shukla's
holding® ... were seven times larger than the aversge, those
of Sant Rsutt, enother leading sgitator, were seventeon times
larger snd those of Khender R84 more than forty times, Many
| aaf' those men, like Shukla, were money lenderss Khendor Ral
even had money lending of more than one lakh of rupces®,

| RAJ Xumar Shukla was the same person who deliversd
fiery speech in the Lucknow Session of the Congress Party,
in 1916,‘ describing the plight of Champaran peasants, Were
Shukla and other locsl leaders really voicing the pugﬁt of
the actually exploited oppressed masses of Champarsn? |
of course not, Theoy were the landed gentry who had econdmic
contradiction and rivalry with the British Indige plantérs‘
Thus it wae logicol that the Chemparan movement remained
directed agalnst the European plenters and 4id not touch

L
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the local exploiters, How could they fight agoinst their owm
interests, vhon they vere interested in maintaining it? It is
evident that Champaran atruggle vag essentially in favour of
those rich tenants who sought to remove those obstscles in
the way of profitable cultivation of food and sugercene which
wvere imposed by the English planters, Obviously, thug, the
actusl tillers of the land were totally unaffected, Norsover
this landed gentry of Champaren Struggle was a rival of the
plenters in the cmployment of the sgricultural labourers

for the landed gentry being generally of highecaste, would
not till the land themselves, Thus it is evident that the
support by Gmdhiv and Congress to the Champaran landed gentry
wag with the view of involving the rural elites in the anti.
British movement (Judith Brown, 1972), It ie clear that the
Chomparan struggle really had nothing to do with the poor
poasants and la-ndiess laboursr, Dhanagare notess "Perhaps

4% vos p gense of pity or resmorsc or both that pmmptﬁ
Gandhi to undertoke some relief work for the poor peasants

in Champaran, He set up four schools in villages to Q&ﬁeata
ehildren of the poOTs.s To run schools and other ameliorative
activities, Gandhi had to call for vorkers from Gujrat and
Bonbayssse OF the 15 teachers in the schoals for example,
11 vero from outside Bihar, but such a grafting could not
hold ground for long in the sbsence of local initistive and
effort, Hence the vork had to de sbandoned soon, This is
all tmt Gandld s movement did for vast nunbers of poor
peassents ond lebourers vhom it falled to mobilise in
Champaran® {Quotation in AN, Das, 19831 €5-66),
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Another factor which contributed tremendously in early
moklization of rich tenants by Gandhi was the physical torture
and spcial harassment of high caste tenants by the British
planters and edministrators, Rajendra Prasad {19491 20.31)
writest “Aﬁong methods adopted were setting Dhangars and
Domes, the low capte people, on the high caste tenants doside
the policemen tying thom down and beating them, and putting
loge and:wboﬁ on thelyr chest, Tenants were forced to e¢mbrace
& Neem treoe with both their hands tied together, and set upon
policemen, The red ants on the tree would bite the man tied
 to the tree, Still other coercive measures adopted against
the tenants'wéra the impounding of their cattle, the stopping
of their wells, compelling the Chamars to ceate to render
their services to the tenants,,.."

Sonclusion ¢ -
Champaran struggle which was launched in the beginning
of the anti-imperialist struggle led by Gaendhi and Congress,
marked the beginning of a tradition in the history of peasant
mobilization in India, This was the tradition of coupromise,
éoxlabaration and system conserving. Gandhien 1deology
envisaged non-vicloence as the Ydominant form! of peasant
mobilization, which was perfacted during the Champaran
struggle, It was this tradition of compromise and system
congervation and dominant fornm of mobilization which greatly
influenced the peasant movenent 1nvthe first half of the 20th
contury, Ideology and dominant form of mobilization betrays
the class character and ideological perception of the macro
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situntion, which left the actusl tillers, direct producers «
the iaeasénts = untouched during the Champaran struggle asnd took
up the cguse of landed gentry alene, Champaran struggle was
the firet and typical example of the paradigm of collaboration
and legal path for the peasant mobilization in ithe period of
our study, |

| Charparan struggle wag started with the second phasge of
ths mobilization, when the dissent, discontent were already
generated at the local level and situstion was ripe enouzh o
take shape of organired collective behéviaur; At the local
level 1desclogically, the class which wvas affected wvas that
which found British planters as its econotic rival, Ideological
perception of the situstion was localized and limited, loreover,
local dissent had not tsken any concrete ghape of struggle
organizationally, But the arrival of Candhi on the scens
1inked tﬁis local lssue with the grandsdesign of mocrosmobilie
zation againat British rule, Gandhi's ideological perception
vas bagsed on his understanding of macro-situation 1.8, the
removal of British colonialism and achievement of political
independence, For tbaﬁ, a8 we have soen earlier, he needed to
mobilize and gain support of the rural elite about whom 4t
was believed tbfai they are capable of taking all sections of
pessantry including poor and lsndless peasants with them in
case thay neod any mass support, For this, noneviolence and
Yegel path as the dominant form of mobilization vas essential
pre=condition so that loeal rural elite are not challenged by
the most oppressed and exploited people (see also
Roychoudhury, 1855).
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Having 1dentificd and discussed the two traditions of
peasant mebilization in Chspter One and having examined the
Champaran pensant struggle to illustrate the tradition of
ecollaboration and legal path, now it remaing to present the
cage stuiles to illustrate the pessant mebilizations under the
tradition of confrontation. This will be dene by examining the
Telengans peasant movement in this chapter and Naxalbari
‘peasant uprising in the subsequent chapter, Telengana movement
occurred on the eve of 1947, Though 1t falls under the
tradition of confrontation it was ostaensibly led and organiged
by the forees vhich traditionally followed the path of
callaﬁaratinn and legalities i,e, CPI, At the local level
it defied the central lesdership of the party and its ideology,
but at the came time central leasdership weilded manipulative
and collaborative power so much so that it could unilaterally
withdraw the whole movement, It was, thus, marked by an
ideclogical duslisnm, However, desplite thia ideological
dualism, Telengana was the first orgenised, ideologically
well thought of and sustained expression of the confrontationist.
tradition of peasant mobilization in the period of our study,
ind it is in this sense that Telepgans marked the beginning
of o tradition within a tradition as a logical extension,

The Telengana peasant movement wes the first organized
pove vith a definite fdeology to mobilisze the peasants « the
immediate producors = who constituted not only the main force



36

but slso the leading force of the movement, And 1t 1s in this
senge also that Telengana was the bheginning of a tradition - a
tradition that was to become the most dominant one in poat=1947
Indis, It was the beginning of & tradition also becauge it was
in the Telengans movement vhere for the first time an organized,
sustained, armed peasant struggls took place in Indian history
end whore peasants displayed unexpected collective action in

an organized fashion in total defiance of the traditional
expected social order, Telengane was the beginning of a
tradition again because for the firat tims the ideology of

Rew Democracy vag translated into practice for the cause of
Indian Revolution under the lesdership of a Commrunist Party,
And finally it wes the beginning of a tradition because
Talmam novenent was the first sustained arped pessant
‘struggle for the seizurs of political pover, which affected
the lii"e, thinking end collective actions of pessents in 3

big way in the movement region, |

The Hizam State co::siatad of 16 districts with three
linguistic aress w:lth 8 Telengana districts, § Marathwads
districts and 3 Kernataka districts, The Telengana region
corprised almost half the area of the state, It vas the
eastern half of the state having an ares of 44,000 8q. miles,
The state had a population of 1.5 crores, one crore heing
t:ne Telengana people, It was a totally feudal state, It
wzas conpletely dependent and subservient to the British rule,

[the Havab of Nizeam State had full powers over the state with
his own arny, his ‘own currency, his own postal and custonm
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services, Thora were no slections 4n the Utate, The Nawad
had only an advisory council with no executlve povers,

The state could roughly be divided into two narts «
Enniss and DoneXhalss, Knalsa wos that part which vas
under the dirsct control of the Hizem government and which
covared 2/3 ares of the state, while NoneXhalsa was the one
under the contyol of Jagirdars and Zamindars subservient to
the govermment of Nigam stote ond covered 1/3 of ths state
ares, The non.Ehalss ares was under the control of erall
states, Patgas, Jegirdars, Yakhthas snd Deshmukhs (Reddy,
19768 4)e '

" In the non-Khalss area thers vas no sottlenent of the
land, Tho people had no right either over the land they tilled
or over the houses in which they lived, If the people vers to
leave tho villepes, they would have to fo erpty handed, They
possessed nothing of thelr own (Reddy, 15761 4),

The aweb of Nizur stonte was himself a dig feudal land
lord owning sbout lakhs of aeres of land spresd {n 18 taluke
of the ptats, Come of the rulers of the smaller states undey
~ the Goverrment of Nizem state aven had their own reverue and
police ond other powers, In the Ralyaf, brees also lendlords
owning about hundreds and lakhs of acres of land used to
exerciso control over the political effairs of the stete,

. f;én the fertile lands and water resources belonged
to lsnclords, Comrunity bazsr lands snd gardens also
belonged to them, The people hmd mo ripghts over anything,

Afded to this, the MNuslim buresuncrats belonging to
the upper olanses and the officisldowm dorinated sverything,
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The rother language of the veriocus peoples of the state was
supprovsed, and the official language wos Urdu, AR & result
there ves no mwm for the other native langusges,

Apriculture vas the main occupation of 85 per cent of
the populstion in the state, About 80 per cent of the land
in the state vwas under the Ralyatward revenue systen and the
repaining 40 per cent ves under the direct cémhml of the
Uizom « the overlord « and the Sud Peudal lords such as
Jagirdare and laktedars, Bven in the non Jnglrdari areas
slmost overy villege was under the control of lendiords =
1o0ally called Deshrukhs and Deshpandes » and the villege
horeditary officisls, These lundlords owned rajor portions of
the lands in villages, All this gave rise to cbsentes
- lendlordisn and en oppressive system of land ternure
~ (Bundarafya, 1972), |
' Tho conditions in the Jagirdari aress vore worse,
libtle many Jagirdars were Muslinms, the lendlords vere mainly
Hirduge and postly dolonged to ths Brahmin and other high
agrioultural castes puch ns Deddys and Volamas, .

The customary foreidle extraction of lshour from ths
poor ené atplodited people of Telengena by ths landlords,
Patels, Patwaris and other officials was the dorinant fosture
of the superordination - subordination relationships in the
ragion &t the time of the moversnty This system applied not
only to Hardjang, vashermen, barbers, Kummaris and merchants
but the poor and the rich peasants could also not escape fyon
this "handed labour® (Reddy, 1076t 8). Yor instancs, they
first had to corplete the sowing of the lands of the landlords
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and them only they would sow their own lands, Institutionalis
zation of the supsrordination value systenm had tnken pisce
through the gysten of axtracﬁm of many kinds of illegal
toxes from the lsbouring poor by the feudsl lords, For
instance, taxes for pounding thelr grein and the instruments
used for it, texes for marriages, taxes at tho attsinment of
puderty of the girls, taxes for bMirths and deaths vere to bHe
podd to the Jagirdars, Deshmukhs and big landlords of the
villages, Tsking high rates of interest was another form

| of exploitation,

()

m mmm a&' ‘Eﬂegu spesking arsa of erstvhils
Hyderabad Ciate of Iizam organized snd led the peasant armed
struggles "often in defience of the central lemdership of “the
Comennist Party of Indls and the International Comrunist
Foverent® (Mohan Ram, 1973¢ 1028), According to availsble
information the first communist groups came into boing in
Telengena in 1030-40, They vorked 1llegelly and functioned
through tho Andhra Mahasabha, & ®ass orgskisation to champion
the cultursl and political csuse of Telegu spesiting pecple in
the Nigam state, In 1043, ths Andhrs Mahassbhs came undar the
dorination of Comrunists and by the time of the Bhubangiri
Hahasadhn conference in 1044, thore ermerged distinct leftist
end rightist 1ines of thiuking within the organization, Prom
i%d prvards, Comrurdsts in the region were organizing
independent militent striggles against landlordien and
foudal exploitation (Sundarayya, 1073y C,Pe Reddy, 1976
K, Ranga Rao, 19784 Mohan Rem 19733 D.V, Paoy 1974)



It is tmportant to notes that the Telengams poasant
armed stragale under the 1mmm» of the local comrunists
was not in accordance with the CPI's national poliey, In 1042,
the party's change in policy from the Imperialist var to the
People's war slogan, its support to the British war efforts
and the reluctance to support the desmand for transfer of
power 414 ot perrit the party during the fecond Verld Yar
to demand the end of the Nizam rule, the sbolition of
landlordisn and the implorentation of 2 redicel agrarian
prograrme in the state, A change in the CPI's policy
cofneiding with the post-war national upsurge, enabled
the local unit to plan more radical and more oilitant
stracgles {D,V, Ruo, 1974), |

Dy m10+1046, the movensnt had acquired the
characteristics of & national liberation struggle to fres the
pecple from the ruls of the ligam and the feudnl eystem, When
the Dritish formally announced their decision to transfer the
power in Jume 1847, the CPI found itgself Yeonfumsed abgut the
neaning of the transfer of pover to teke place on August 18"

- {Vohan ﬂm, f_':_' 1973t 1026), Tollowing the inaucurel mesting
_of the Cominforn in Septavber 1047, the Comrunist Party of
India in 4tz Sccond Congress hold in Pobruary.larch 10438
adopted the thesis that Indis i¢ clready o copitalist country
and that the party should “"intertwine® the demooratic and
socialist staze of revolution into a single stase through

an attack on the sntire Indisn capitelist class, |

The Andhra Conmunists had already taken the Telengana
peasant movement to the level of partisan armed strugzle, and
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the Party’s *reformist! genercl Secretary P,C, Joshi vas
reroved from bin post at the Second Congress, As n result
of the Andlws communiste? insistence on the “revolutionary
significance®, aﬂm Telengana strugple to the "present epoch
of maturing demseratie revelution in India®, the new
lesdership of the party sppearsd to support the struggle
sericusly., 7The Second Congress guve a esll to launch
sinilar struggles in other parts of the country and for
working class movensnts in support of Telengena, all
ultivately leading to armed insurrection betause it could
mmn the working olass generalmstrike-cumearned.
&nmwtiesr which 1t had bm&aﬁ upon in the mst-m
revolutionnyy situation,

{lowever, in Mey 1548, the communists in Andhra
challenged the Second Congress thesis and its relience on
the genernlestrilescup-insurrection weapon, The Andhra
thesis categorically stated that the Indian revolution,
in many respects, differsd from the classical Russien
Revolution and that 41t was to a great extent similar ¢to the
Chinase Revelution, Thua, their perspective would be that of
a dogoged resistance and prolonged civil var in the forp of
an &grarisn revolution culminating in the capture of
political pover by the democratic front rather than o
general strike and sn agmed uprieing, Therefore, vhere
a good proportion of the masses were with the party (in
Andhrs, Rorals, snd Dengal) it was time to think in terms
of guerilia warfare {the "Chinese Way") against the military
onslsughte of the Nehru government bent on liquidating the
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party, Armed guerilla resistance had to be developed in several
parts of tha country and these eress were to be converted into
liberasted arm with thelir own armed forces, Later, towns

were to be liberated by the armed forces from the 1liberated
areas (Mohsn Ranm, | 19734 3028),

Thus, ss & result of the olesh hetwesn the two 1declos
glcal perspectives with respect to the existing situation held
by the central end Andhra leadership, thare emerged two
aistinet forms of strugele for sffecting the scolal revolution
in Indis, |

The Andhra thesis had advocated a united front, where
the rich poasants and the middle bourgeoisie would be sllies
of the proletariat in the people's demovratie rovolution, and
asserted that such a wide front of srmed strusrle could take
shape under the lesdership of the party and that the objective
conditions for realising thess vere fest raturing, Only
prolonged armed resistance ae in the Telengans would bring
about the nesded revolution isading to the structural changes
of cardinal importance (P, Sundfayya, 10461 6),

Buch & strategy of two stego revolution propounded by
the Andhrs compunists as opposed to the strategy of ono-stuge
revolution advanced by the Party!s centrol leandership, was
based on Mao's ideology of levw Dorscracy, The now leadership
of the Party rejocted the Andhra thesis, In the debate on the
legitimacy of Heo Tesw-tung's theories as o part of Marzisme
Leninisn, B,T, Tanadive, leader of the Party seriously
questioned it6 relovance to Indlan contexts .., Oome of Meo's
formulations are such that no communist party can accept themy
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they are in contradiction of the vworld understanding of the
cormunist parties® (Ranadive, 1040),

At tho time of Ranadive's antieleo poleric, the Chinese
Revolution hed not ended,. It was not until 1050 that the
Cominforn endorsed the formulations of leg's "Hew Democracyt
{Y. Ram,  1073% 1026),

In its chmrp ideclopicnl struggle with the central
lecdershlp, the Andhra lecdership found itsalf hesding the
party, Rajoshwars Rno took over s General Secrotary of the
party in MsyeJune 1080, The Telengana line of poasent
partisan warfare triurphed inside the CPI, dut Noscow's
ideslogical deviation and intervention was to suppress
this trend lster, |

The tﬁmloaﬁ.eai 1line of the new CPI leadership vam
{a) rejection of the prograrratic understanding of the Second
Congress, subseguently elsborated in vhat wvas called the
*Tactical 1ine® by the lepdershipy (b) rejection of the
thesie of the single stage revolutions i.e, the intertwining
of the two stages of the Indien revolution inte oney
(6) rejection of the iden that the entire bourgeolsie,
ircluding the rich peasantry had become enemies of the psople's
daroeratic revolutiony and (4) upholding of the concept of the
Cninese path for the Indisn revolution which meant developing
the Telengana type of agrarian strugele extensively wherever
possible (P, Sundarayys, 1072¢ 287),

The new Central Committes, on 1 June 1050, highlighted
the role of arced strusple for securing national liberation and
cleiwed that the preconditions for starting such strugcles vers
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already thers, Dut this 414 not mean that the armed struggle
ecould be launched immedistely amhai*c and undeyr w conditions,
The accent was on armed guerrilla warfare linked to an sgrarian
prozramme wharsver the party's strength permitted 1t, The
Central Committes pledged to extend the Telengens strugsle to
othoer parts of India, It wanted to put the party on the rails
.of srued strucrle in the countryside and rebuild the movement
in the cities and working class centres on the basis of the

nev line and tactlos,

- However, the entry of the Indisn armed forcas into
Hyderabad and the subsacuent acceseion of the atate to the
Indisn Union crented a nev ﬂit.ﬁaition in ths Telengons struggle
aress, The Nizam's forces and the Razekars had fatled t»
suppress the armed strugele, Dut after the surrencer of the
Bilzam, ths commurndiats had to desl with a military carpeign ci“.
80,000 to 60,000 troops, whose sole purpose vas to staup out
the comrunists who bad 1'berated zones covering 3,000 villages,
corplate with village Coviets, psople's conrts and paoplet 'n
militin, The guerrills equads retreated to the forests,

B zeazvmg srall groups behind to operate in the plains, The

. government tried a strategic hamlet plan strtlar to the
- famous Driges plan in Halays (Reddy, 1976 232),

” The national leadership of the CPY was divided on the
1ssus of continuing the armed struggle after the sccession of
the Fizam to the Indian Union late in 1048, The present CPI
48 of the view thet the strugcle should have been celled off
vhen the Nizem*s rule ended (C, Rajeshwara Rao, 19721 31.33), -

Dut the Visslsndhra comrunist committes as a whole
vas in favour of contimitng the struggle. This 1s bacause
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{a)} tho one million acres of land distridbuted azraang peasants
hat to be defended and not allowed to ba snatched awayy and
{b) the national and internationsl situstion was favouradble for
amsd partisan struggle, The Visalandhra corrdittes wag of the
opinion that the Telengana struggle was the beginning of the
liberstion strugrle and it was evident that the Indian
revolution was more like the Chinese revolution than the
Russian revolution, So the Telengan arwed strugsle continued
{Bundarayys, 19723 303=~4).

, The ideology and the political line of the Andhra
conidttee were opposed both by the party hemdquarters in
Borbay and the copmunist party of ths Great Britain, A letter
from the political committee of the CPGB late in 1950 d1d not
rule out the armed strugple for India, but saild that the
situation in the CPT mnd the country did not hold iomedlate
prospscts for such s strugole, It suggestsd that the CPI
could utilise all opportunities for legal activities and
‘prepare for ganeral elsctions, This letter wvas circulsted

to exert presrure on the Rajeshwars Reo lendership on the eve
of the Docember 1050 Central Committee mesting, which |
reorganized {tself as woll as the politbureau to provide
representation to all the trends, P, Sundarayye writes

that the differsnces in the CPI related to tuwo sets of
'iéms.. One concernsd the progromme ~ the cless assesspent
of the transfer of power in 1047, the sxact stoge of the
Indien revolution and the class stmtwi)éuima for 4t
and ancther to the tactics and the posaible path of the

~ Indian revolution - Russian or ﬂhimn;, the natures of the
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Telongans armed struggle, the different phases of partisen
peasant strugcle and the pmﬁlam of squating these poasant
partisan struggles with the armed stmgpl.e for political powver,
otee (1073),p. 399). |
lecnwhile pressurs from the CPO0B continucd, AS per
the CPCB édirectives peace rovements had to be stepped wp
against Anglo-United Gtates imperialisn and for the liberation
of Asta, Nohru's foreign policy should be resppraoised in the
1ight of his attitude to the Koresn war and to China's admission
to the United Nations, Peuatco and fresdom went together and
Indis neoded & "™rond derocratic front® from above on the basis
of & comron asotion prosramme for peance snd independencs, Tinally,
armed struggle vas not the correct path for India for the
prosent (Pm Putt, 1051), EClaborating the concept of armed
styuzcle, Dutt was insinuating that the Telengona strugrle was
1ittle rore than individusl or squad tarror, Thoredy he was
endorsing the faction demanding its suspension (lohan Ran,
| bn. eit,s 1028), TIutt's concern vas with the pcace movement
because the cold wvar hod reploced cless strusrle on the
Cominform agenda to sullt Coviet forelgn polley intorests,
Thng, for the CPI, pedce rovements bBecame "one of tho most
irportent wospons for building a front of all sections of
Indion poople 446 Which may lay the dasis for the lational |
Fromt for natioral liberation® (Deven snd Bal Kristma, 1081),
The CPG3 intervention gave an impetus to the carpatgn
lourched by the CPI ¢ontral laasdership vhich opposed the
Tolengena armed strugele, The crisie within the CPI continued
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until a topwiwﬂl dolegation clandestinely visited loscow
corly in 1081 for consultation with the Soviet party lesders
ship., The pain conclusion of loscow Consultation, concerning
the prograpme vere incorporated in the Draft Propramme published
in 1951, Apart from the Draft Prograrme, an accorpanying
document, "Statcment of Policy™ ves also issued, The
’statemant of Policy was the lepssl or opon version of a m:rcer
unpublished document prepared by Ztu f{tg@ mch visited
Yoscow, It was entitled *’Tmtical Line®, ommut Conegpiracy
at Vadurai®. (mmcratlc: Research Service, Borbey, 1984), This
is the firov published version of the sacret document ond the
CPI donounced 4t ns “forga’ry“.' But fundarayys ho~ now veﬁch.ed
for ite outhenticity, (iiohan Ram, 19738 1032)s | _ |

LIPS P

It 18 important to note that parts of "octicnl Line®
vers not included in the "Statorent of Polley” and the ordtted
~passages dealt with the eloboration of some of the theoretical
icones and principlos and included details of the discuscions,
On the basis of this misreprosented "Staterent of Policy”, the
CPI vas pmjecting itzolf as the party vhich had dencunced
violence and vas setting for parliementariem, In the Vay 1981
Contral Committec meeting, Rajoshwara Bao had resigned as
General Socrotary and Ajoy Ghosh had replaced him, The .
Control Corrdttee rosodution made it clear that the Telengana
strugsle was not storted and vas not boing contimed to overe
throw the Hehrn Covernment, but to end foudal exploitation,
(Sunderayys, 1972¢ 417 £f). Tims, camo the end, In October
1961, AK. Gopalon announced the vithirewal of the etrugrles
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The surrenter was tame and unconditional, because the party
gave the pensants no guarentee about protscting thelr harde
won gains, The withdrawal of this strgsle meant surrender
of all the guerrilla sores end liderated villaces to the
Todien Arvey, and vith it, the othor gains (Reddy, 1978),

Aowever, evan after the gensral slection in January
1082, the cedre in Telergana continued to be divided, The
_ wm.t:*ﬁ hint against the underground squeds contimed
even after the elections and arrests and psrsecution 41d not
gtop. The goverrment's argument wes that the arms had not
been suTendored and therefore the tunt could rot be relaxed,
As the logical step to the wvithdrawal of the stmrgle, the CPI
decidsd to surrender arps (Hohen Rem, . 1973 1 1030),

Tme counter-ideology and intervention produced a fors

of strugeole, narely pesceful transition to sociallsm, as
opposed b_o armed strugcle for state power,

~ Politicel muﬂtzus in the State wers olrost ruled out
t111 1020 (Dhanagers, 10831 184), However, after 1020 some
stucated psople had started working under cultursl orgenizae
tiong, In 1928 the Andhra Conference wng forred to mobilisze
public opinion for administrative and constitutional reforms,
gchools, civil liberties, ste, fﬁundmwa, 10721 12.19), The
~ Congress started a Satyscraha in 1938 for political reforms,

- »Bwh the agitation soon come to be domlnated by the Arya Camaj
»’and the Hindu Mahasgbha, and the Congress, act.tng on Gandhi'e
aﬂviec, sbandoned it to leasen political confusion {bhnnagm,

- 1983 % Reddy, 1576).



49

During the Uorld Yar II, the /Andhra Conference expanded
its work in the Telengeana villages by taking an active interest
in agrarisn problems such as vutti-vchak?:'i. In the Telegu
spoaiing areas of the Madras Presidency, a political moverent
for the unification of all Telugu speaking regions into &
scparate *?isalanﬁm' was launched by the Andhra lohosabha,

In the ?aimgana reglon, the AnShra Conference snd Andhra
Hahasabha worked in clome cooporation, Following the
Batyasrahs the Congress was bhanned in 1038, and so was the
GPL with the result that the Conference and the Nshasabha vers
the only organtzations left for political activities,

The comniata arrived on the Telengana scene only
during the latter half of ths war (Dhanagere, 1083 it 100}, Thoy
nad been netive in the Andhra delta districts since 1534 when
the ﬁ,nflm Corr-unisgt Party was established, Dy 1040 the
comrunists were firply entrenched in the Andhra delta pautias.
Buring the ban (1940«42) they operated through front organis
zations like the Kisan Sabha, Andhra Maohasabhe and co on
(Dhanagare, ' _~ 19838 190).

The growving inﬂumca of the Andhrs corrunists greatly
influenced the leadership and workers of Andhra Conferencs in
the Telengana region, DPisillusioned by the Gandhian Congress
{deology which escheved mass movements, the redical elements
vithin the Andhre Confersnce turned to corrunism cnd
converted the cultwral pass organizations into militsnt
sass organizations against the Dinam's government
(Sunderyya, 19728 19-20),
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Through the ‘néhra C::anmrema, tho young Corruntists
volced the peagsanta? gﬂgvméas, paid more and rore ottention
to the anrarian problens in Tolengona and mobilized opinion
againet landlordlien end the oppressive vetti system. Dut
util 1942, tho orgonigational noetwork of thé indhra Conference
ané lahosabha vas dominated by Liberals ard roderate politicions,
After the Govorment of India 1ifted the ben on CPT in 1042,
tho Cormurdats vere shle to rorove the righteving leadership
and osteblish thoir hwnld on tho Conferance and 'ahneabha,
Pinslly 4n the Bhuvansir session of tho Mohasabha (1044), it
come under the lendershlp of the Communists {Roddy, 1076t Gy
fundarayya, 10728 20e21),.

Aftor the Dmvangir conferenco, branches of the inéhra
ahnsabhs, under the nams of "Sanghan®™ woere formed 4n rony
villagon, A big orltotion was started throughout the state
_ogoinst bonded lshour, illegal toxes, agaﬁ.wfcompulscry
| collection of levy proin mmd against forcidle eviction of

peasents fron their louds,
| The [igam hed ammounced concescions to the poople which
- wore novor irplorented, Thorefore at this stago the vhole ainm
‘of the povevont vas to pot those concém:&ma irplemented in
actuality, Dut the spitation agsinot bonded Labour, Lllegel
tares, and agninst the foreiblo eviction of poacants from
tholr londs @14 not go boyend the lepsl | fromevork (Reddy,
10768 7). |

During this period tuo land issues veore tockled by
tho Dovenent in the villacen of Mondari ond Palakurthd,
“wideh demonstrated the chanpging confrontationist mood of
the peasants,
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In the villago l'endari, the Larbadi tribal peasants
vore t1l1ling obout 30«40 geres of land belonging to Kotnrl
Ramachandra Rue, o notorious landlord, Yhen the stipuloted
poriot of ocoupation wee over, the landlord caome with o ganc
of rowdics to reoccupy the land, All the Lorbodi peasonts
organized theﬁaelvés for resintance, The reserve police and
the gaaﬁpvof.the landlord on tho one side and the Larbadi
pencants ormed with sticke, and otheér village inmplerents and
red flons on the other - vero resdy to fight agéinat each
othor, Ilowever, uhen the rosorve wollice was ready to shoot,
" the possants had to rotreat (Reddy, 10761 7).

In the villare of Palakurthi, the Deshiukh of Vionmur,
Diopoka Rérachondra Neddy, tried to foreidly occupy the land
under the occupotion of Challi Ilarra, T pent his goons to
fercibly telte avaey tho standing crops, Tightoon poasants
 under tho loodership of tho Andhra l'ohaccbha, orped with
sticke and other village irpleomente foushit in solidority to
save the standing crope of the poor peasant:, The poondas
vero besten ﬁaem and the crop vas safely revtored to Ilarra,
Next corning, the police arrived and arrested the vorkers of
sangngm, Thoy vore severely beston and inhuranly tortured
at the polico station, Insorting sticks into the rectunm,

- putting chilli povder into the eyes, pourdng urdne in tho
routh » vore cope of tho nothods of torsture usod by the
police and the goondas (Reddy, 10763 7),

. Hith the Tendari fncident, the issue of tﬁé‘landa
foretbly cccupled by the landlords had come to the agends
enl such a problom could not be solved within tho logel
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- frovework, Tho pooplo had to go beyond the lepal fromowvork
ang occupy cuch lemds, This could be achieved only through
poopletn struaples (Reddy, 1076t 7).

This vas tho period of ‘orld Uor II, Thore vas a
¢trepondous food acami.'ty everyvhore, At tho came tine, the
big lendlords and deshruhe contimied their cxploitation of
the tonants, agmeuim lobourors and othor aew&:ee eanotos,
Poreod lobour still cmtinuéﬁ. However, tho mooses vore no
iorper the subservient an before ard bogan to roocist those
exploitative nonsures,

| In mony villages of Ualronda dlstrict, strugcles
botvoon tho peasents mmd the londlords storted to toke place,
Tho big landlords got together te fight the peasants? militoney,
But t'we oaspee of peagants put up & tough rasistance ond
fought the police and the landlords' poons, During this poriod
the Andhra Nahnsobha and the Comrunist party trained nony
volunteors to fight the pollce with lathio ond slinge, Yonmen
voluntescrs used ¢o throv chilli povler, storos and bolling
vater at the polico ond losol coondos (K, Dango Reo, 19788 1578
P. Tundaroyya, 10972), .

In 1946, o great sgitation vos stortod by the ponsants
of Jonegomm Tolult against the rost notorious landlords such
os Vishar Farschondrs Feddy, Puskhur Raghvaraoo, Katard
Nopachindra Dos éte; The strusnle of Janoreon panesants
sgoinst the atrecities of these landlords and ogatinst the
bondod labour systen provided great £111ip to the pooplo's
povorent throughout Telorgana, Reddy (10768 8) notes that
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_the landlorde could not tolerate the opprersed poasants vho
had begun to acquire s now consciousness and had startod to
pobilize and organice thenselves, revolted against the
atrocitios of the landlords, Tho landlords started attacking
the poople vith police and gondes to cruch the onrushing
peoplets moveront, Thoy openly camo out with thelr gung ond
bepon cshooting the peasants and tholr leaders,
) Agoingt this bochiground, tho strugple of the pooasants
of Radivondi village agoinst the Deshrulth, Vienur Rarschandra
Roddy of Junagoan Toluls and the murder of Doddy Komarayya, vas
a "historical ovent", "e big rilostone” in the advancerent of
“the peoples' rovenent in Tolengono (Reddy,  1976), Theo
“gtructurs of this event reveals sufficianﬁly‘tha typical.
pattern of poasants! resistants, rovolt, and struggle sgainst
the age-o0ld foudal erploitative oystem, Chardrapulia leddy
(1976) has provided a vivid pleturs of this ovent, In the
 folloving vo would briefly eivé an acecunt of this event
to shov the 1doologically governed pattern of peoasantst
rosistance durdng zhé'Te&@agana poverent,

in analysis of such evonts is of great cociologdcal
irportanse to us, TFor, such an axerelse vould revenl the :
altering trad&tional‘byatam of rocinl éupararﬁinatiﬁu anﬁ
subordinstion, fuch on account would rovesl the inmer
dynanies of the coverent "rovealing the methods adoptody
lovele of irnvolvement of the various gsections, types\éf
allioneas ond conflicts, ingencous devices adopted for
| mabiliﬁakien;»organiza€i§na1 imnovotions ond  forme®
. (Dosot, AR,y 10708 XLXIT),



Doslrmlkh Visnur Rppachendrs Reddy had orgonized his

goondne ond got the help of the police to murder the leadera
of the Penghanm,

| In July 1946, in the villane of Kadiverndi, tho goondas

of the landlord, fully druni:, bogan attecking tho houses of
tho loafors ond vorkers of the local AnGhra Mohasodha,

Voluntoors of Andhra Mahnsabhs irmcdiately rathored ond

tookt out o big procension with red flans, shcutim olozons

of 'Hovolution zmﬂabad* tandhra tahasabha utudabad' Uhen
the procession camd near the Jamindor's mension the poordas

bepan shooting directly at the volunteors,

Dodcd Mehelayya and Nenga KonSayys, who were looding
the procescion, vore seriously vounded, Toddi Rororayyn, |
~ the leader of the village recelved a run shot in his
stomach ond died on tho spot,

The anger of the peoplo knov no bounds, Tho peoplo
of tm vhole villago gathored ond surroundod the mt vhere
the londlord?s goondas vore hiding, The people bagan
ghouting that they uould toke blood for blood, The goondas
vors terror-strichon at such & large rosponse ond roced into
the lundlord's monsion for protection, The angored poople
surrounded the londlord's manoion, As Coon as this nows
spread to the surroundins villages, the people ran to the
heolp of the Dodivendd villapge expraoscing thoiy colass
solidarity, That oy cbout 2,000 poople gathored in
Redivendi, i‘he poople made plons to burp dovn the
landlord's ranaton, On hoering this nevs, the con of the
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Desiumkh, Doburap gathered about 200 goondas armed with guns,
zzpeé.rs, end otheor danserous woapons and ran to protect his
pansion, Tundreds of ponsents who wore keoping o vateh,

- roiged thunderous slegans of 'Andhra Fahesobha Jol! end
 bogan attaching the poondas, A torrant of stones foll on
tho poondas, am?r@_&hw ovey three niles backs méreilocoly
beat all those uho fell into thedr hends ond -~ Jdostroyed
the big cunge carden of the lendlords,

In this fight the prasents cought hold of the lcader
of the poonfat, 4 notoricus asent of Dechrukh, ?ﬁe ponsents,
thon ond them formo@ o peeple's court and put this coent of
Deghrnth on trial, A large nurber of poosants oponly core
forvard to {;iim evidence agamat his erines, The pcaple*a :
court immediately pessed denth gentence on bim, , Nowever, when
ﬂm *sooundrels® rogrotted his crines ond oppealed to the
peaz:’ie for f’argivmasn, the people's court !‘orgave hin anﬁ
 rescinded the death sentence proviouely pasaeﬂ asjoinst hin,

~ Thousands of peoplo partieipated in tho bigp funeral
procecsion of Foddi Nomarayyt, ALl of the Deshrmukhbs
agricultural operdtions were brought to o holt in that
‘villane, Chandrapulla Roddy (1076) notes "Kepareyyn vos
a gront martyr, Uith his sacrifice, tho Tolongana roverent
ronched a nev tigh stoge, Uow Pecplo's poéts woroe born orong
the people. Dveryvhere people bepém sing:mg 'Arargaovi
ﬁmayya, Mnfulo Joharlu f"emrayya', It scon became the
npost populor song orong f:hg peoplo®,

- Hith the curder of oddd I'cmarayya, the Telengona
peanants roso up in o grect strurple, Thoy held meotingt
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and orpanised demonstrations in onch village, Theoy would
£o in o pro-ession to o village, form the villege Gmgmm
_ &nd then procoed to the next village, Gveryone was armed
uith village implopents, Yith the resounding of rovolutionary
slogans, tho mnalma vore torror stricken everyvhoro, mrmg
this perind the quostion of those lands which tho landlerds
nad forcibly token svway oithor through violence or as poynent
!’b? their dobts camo prominently on the apends, The Comrunist
Party and Andhra lnhascbhbo took up this iorue to intencify

tho poverent and talte 4t to a hWigher leovel,
| According to . . aadﬁy;:qg’é‘zis people began puarding
thelr villagos throughout t?m night, Thoy stored stonos éné
pticks and kept thon rendy over overy houso tcp. Every parson
ormod himsolf or horsolf with sticks and vadieolas, The vomen
armed ﬁzemselms‘ vith oirehi powier, If one village vos |
- nttacked tho poople of the surrounding villeges came forvard
in defence of that villags ond colloctively fought ageinst
tho goverrment police, '

To suppress the groving people's movement the liizan
cotublished militery cawps in rany villoges, and for months
miaa on the villages verc carried on, Psaesants wero tortured
and forced to resign frop the Andhra Mohneobha, This brought
o tecporary sotbaclk to the woverent, The poasants begon to
surronder in those villoges vhere the rilitary ratds vero
intensive, Londlords vho had previously run nway from their
villocoe ppein roturned ond started oupproscing 'peamw,

A "tomporary Gerorolization had sot in somo villages®
(leddy, 106 ¢ 13). lHovovor oven in such o situntion the
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party and sm;g%mm started action agolnst nétorious goondan and
vorst landlords, To@6y ¢ 1976 ) writes thot people themselves
iaatz initiative, They vould "stiok handbills to the houses
varning the pwpia* 8 enexies®, Uith the growth of puch
éctivitmy, the lendlords vore again terrorestrichkon end
azain ran avay to the touns for military protection, |

| On the ove of 15 August 1847, the Uizrn of lyderabad
refusod to Join the tnawn Union and doolared hies indopendence
on 27 August 1847, Uith this o big povenent storted for the
morger of the state vith the Indisn Union, The Cormumist Party
started mobilising posple with slogons of responsible govern.
rents ond *Tisalanchral, Doycott’ of achcoia, colleges and
courts vas intensified, Tho roverent 4n the village toock o ‘
S‘om of mmg the villare records of Potel's and ?atwa:'vi,*; .
no tav campalgn, and dostruction for custon offices on the
borders, Again the *Outhapulu Sengham' bepan to rise ané
oo, Nonds of loén were hurnt, Tius the comrunists took
apmrm.tty ond "antiWliican strugclo iz:ergoﬁ itoelf with the
anti-landlords strugple” (Neddy, 1070), Tho people began
attacldng the monsiong of landlords and distributed the

profin acong thepeolves 'i.n lorpe quantity, o far the

movement had confined itself to the strunple against

svictions and for the reoccupation of land under the

foreiblo zmﬁ 11llegn) occupation of the landlerds, [Nov the
prisary cquestion wvas of distribution of tho lands of tho
kondlords, The corrunist lendership made o otudy of the

vhole situstion ond “arrived ot the conclusion the field

wme fortile for arped insurrection and guerille typo

mf'fa&'e; " They procured arrs fron various parts of the



country ond established rogular ormed squads all over
Tolengons® (K. Rongo Reo, 19788 169). By tho end of 1047,

i¢ ves ostimated that the conrunigts hed succeeded in
dlatributing the land ef the rich landlords amwong the

pnor ond estpblizhed loesl rulc in about 3,000 villeges

(K, Ronge Reo, 10788 160). In the programre of lond |
‘dietribution, the village United I'ront was doveloped and

- proserved, Unless they vere people's cnendles the lands of

: rmﬁ poasantes and scall lendlords vere net touched, The land
wis Gistridbuted £irst to the sgriculturnl loburers, then the
poor poasents and noxt tho middle peasants, Tho paniCe |
stricken Fizan of Hyderabad resorted to inciting Muslim
corrnnalieon, lajliseIttehad-uleliuslineew, an organization

- vhich had supported the Nizanm in not joining the Indien Union
on tho eve of 1047, came forward, Tho l'ajlis had developed o
caﬁw of volunteéra\ ‘wm' were called Raziat'xars, and these
Razaliars began to rouse the feclings of the Musliine speinst
Mindus, The Rafelisrs used to raid, burn ond loot whole |
villages, Tho people pobilized thomselves for the defence

of their villapes, Every village had its own sontries,

Thess sentrios, notieing the advancing Nafakars, would
irmodiately warn the uhole villa-e uith the holp of the

' Dogore, Iomediately the whole village would get mobilized

in selfedefence, Dut sticks, spears ond chilll powder were
not sufficiont to resist the arced Hagatmrs and the Governe
mert, pollcs and military, Chandra Pylla Reddy (1078) writest
"Eéaple' wvillingly honded over thoir ordinary cuns, svords end
gpears to the party ond the Andhrs Hahasobha, Paople
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themgelves selped guns from the landlords, Tho self defonce
of the villages and smuruig of weapons vore conducted side
by side, Refusal to pay the levy grain, no tex carpaign end
land distrivution were being conducted at the seme time, The
people'e enemles weore being punished eccordimg to the crimes
thay committed,” In order to encounter the armed Rajakars,
the polico and the military, the communists formed armed
Srueds in each Teluqe Squads wers forped at the village
level also, All the youth in the villares while continudng
o sark on their farps would participats in these village
squads, Regular arped guerrilla 'squads wore formed out of
those youth who were prepared to sbondon thelr villages and
mrkﬁ_ as wholaewtimers, These regular squads trained by the
ecommmist party vere mainly formed to resist the armed
Rugakars and the military. fThese squads would consist of
1025 merbers each, Reddy (. 1976 ) urites "Fons of
 ordinary poasants who upto nov know only farming acquired
podern vweapons fron the enemy 1tself, learnt warfare through’
wnrfore and experionce; even without ordinary oducation they
grev into corvanders of the regular guerilla squads,® The
poaeant guerilla squads attacked the Razalior and ti:m polica
eanps end seized weapons, Cuch resistsnce was carried on in
hundreds of villages, |
Despite the big concentration of military force and
the ralds on villsges, despite mass rurders, Telengane
moverent advenced to never and never aress, At the village
level the lilzam'e ergans of state power had been destroyed,
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In sbout 3,000 villages, Grom Raj (Local Pule) had boen .
ootobliched (Reddy, |0 76 )y In tho Gran m8g all such
gr@upﬁ whn?md participated in the anti«lizan styrugple vore
 given reprosentation, The agricultursl 1cbourers occupled
loading mﬁmm- in those viliege committees, Dvery
village had one village eorrittse consisting of 6-11 persons,
Homem with nacéﬁsaz—y: ’eépabinties' vere represented in thoge
comm tteos, Thesco village comrittess would settle oll the
village disputes, o |
| Undor the local Gram Rajy lakhs of acres of Denjar ond
 Banchari lands hod beon distributed acong the poople, People
had rooccupled all those lands that had previously been
foreibly and illesally otcupled by the lendlords, Aport
fron the Bonjor 1@3’, obout 10 lakhe of acres of land
belonging to ianﬁlaras kod nlso been dietributed arong the
people, These lends hnd been distributed arong the agrie
cultural labourers, poor and middle peasants, Agriculturnl
irplements and the cottlo of the landlords had clso boen
distrituted orons the people, ALl the lands of the peoplo
who hod 30&!&65 the enery ’ma compietely confiscated and
dlstributed, Land ‘povent uas aholished ond loons were
concolled, Soclially, tho right of divorce was gronted to
winan and vos irplepented vhon necessary, Untouchability
vao cbollshed and old beliefs and superstitions wors
- destroyed, Politicel propagends and cultural activities
vere oxteneively carried on, Uight schools wore sot up
end lakhs of people roceivod elementary education,
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This full scale armed revolt was not supported by the
Congross party both at the nationnl and state levels (K, Denga
Rooy 1978¢ 160). Howover, despite active @ppoaition of the
Congress party, the cormunists increased the number ond
strength of their squads, Villege squads with chout 10,000
merbers and regulsr guerilla Squads vith more than 2,000
morbers vore fomed}ﬂurﬁ_a:ﬁ?ym 10721 €0), According to a
ficld survey of eight villares in Suryapet Talug cerried out
by R nanga Reo (19?8) in cach village between 3 ana n3
rorbers joined the village commmist tbandt!, and tho pajority
of them bolonged to the Mwer caste peasant grouwps, Come
alno belonged to tho c}cmnmt leddy and Brahmin castes
(e 160), This indlentes that thalrelengana roverent vas
ablo $o brealk the cagtec and clocs barriers,

" The Undon Governnment of Indila could no longer tolerate
the growing agmian revolution in Tolengana end took police
_aetian on 13 Septerber 1948, Though tho police action vas
apparenw azsinat the ligzan of Marabad vho had refused

%o 3«3112 the Indian Union, it vag obviously agalnst ‘bhé .

feruchling feudal systen of exploitationt, After the
police aetion, m&litm rule wvag ostablished, The Rasakay
terror vas curbed and 1ts leader Quasim Risvi vas put behind
the bars, Uith tho arrival of the army, landlords made
offorts to tcoke back the land vhich the communists had
aistrivuted acong the poor, The Congross party was the
patn advisor to the military roverm:ent. Landlordsn ondg
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other walls-tosde sactions of the populution decan to support
the Congresn, Vithin a weok, the Nizam of Hyderabad
surrendered to the Union army, Milttary rule wag estoblished
under Gevernor Gonoral J,N, Choudhury, Zemindars, Jagirdars
and Desheulths who had previcusly €led from the vﬁiages,
roturnod to the villages ond oatoblished themselves, The
Union army, with the help of Congress work rs, began making
raids on the villages on n large scale, They carrieﬁ out
extensive ssarches for the hide~cuts of the guerilis squads
in ench village., Arrestad people vere tortured, In ordor to
srcounter the nov sltuation, the Commnist party decided to
rwitmze its armed strugrle ogoinet the new Government so
thet the goaine of their strogels in favour of the poor
peasante and the rural labour foree would be consolidated,
Guerille varfere again sprosd to difforent villages ard the
communiot squade took shelter in the villaces in the plains
and slovly moved to the forest tyibel areas os well, Ag &
‘pesult of this, the landlords and village officinls sgain
roved to towns and citles for shelter, However, vith the
arny action the commmilsts had received a sorious sebwback,
The arry made large-scale arvests and killed the comtmuniet
guerilias and their supportcrs in the vilisges and tribal
araas, 7The Congress anl the locnl leaders openly supported
the &my in its rald on the communists (K« Ronga Rao,’! 1978 ¢
1&}. The Conrunist party 4id not have a sufficient amt of
weapong to fight the Iedlan army, Hence the Comrunists
established thetir own Contres of profuction of srms in the



forest arens, Howover, the presoure from the army wvith
sophisticated arms and tho debate within the party on
ideological questions lod te the withdrawal of the struggle
in 19B1, |

In the sbove we hmve discussed the ideolopical
foundation of tho Telengans moverent in its differant phoses,
and how the ideology emd strugrle affocted the life and social
actions of the people coonomicelly, socislly and eulturally,
The folloving are a fow strilking features of the Telengana

. tovenonts

(1) The rost importeont gain the Telengann strugcle vos

that it clearly 'dmonﬂtrawa that the often characteorized
Ypagsive', *docilet, *under the obligation of masters?
ponsants, the mctusl tillers, have the $rerendous revolutionary
cesg,sacity‘ to lounch armed otrupgrle aimed at capturing the
gtatopower in countries like India,

(2) The most farerenching idsologieal goin of the movement
vas that nelther the Hizam's noy the Nehru's Goveﬁmenﬁ conld
corplotely supprasg the peasant armed strugcle ond only in the
most aifficult circumstance where it faced serious opposition
not orly from ocuteide but slso from inside, the struggle was
#itmmwn.

{3) Telongana vas the firet velle-organized peasont armed
strugrle for state power in the Indlen history resulting in

o liberated zone of nhout 18,000 square miles covering 3,000
villages, Tor 12 to 18 months the entire administration in
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those areas vas in the hands of the village poasant corrittees,
About 4.600 party' end peusant militants wors hilled and over
10,000 cormunist cadrss end othor were thrown into prison or
deteontion comps for three to four years,

{4) Sociclopically, tho systenm of superordinstion ond
subordination and traditional aistribution of power were
chailonned ond overthrown in the liberated zones,

{5) The Telengana niruggle successfully challenged the
traditionnl feudal authority and the rural elite, The village
corrittecs in tho liberated sones Loplemonted the agmian
programme, Though the agrarien programme could not be irplee
ponted corplotely, over 5 million acres of land vos rodioctrie
buted, the systoem of foreced lesbour was abolished, 1llescl
extractions and foudel oppression of various tyos vere
brouzht to an ond,

{6)  The Telengens poasant movement brought tho quostion of
acrarian revolution to the forofront and corpolled the Conmress
govermment to enact the land reforms sots,

{7) Luring the Telongona rovement, a proper co-ordination
botweon tho dorinant form of mobiligation and snbsmmry fores
of robilization could bo achievad,

(8)  The Telengana rovenent poved the woy for later
conoundieats to evaiva‘yecpieia wayr ond armed struscle &g

the dorinant form of mebilization in Naxaldard and after,

{5) fTelenzons ponsont povenent roveals that ideology can
cause interpal disintesration 4f it faces opposition from
vithin, |




© There occurred a vertical split vithin the United
Communist Porty of Indis (CPI) resulting in the formation of
* the CPI(M) in 1064, The formation of tho Commnist Party of
Indie (Marzist).:CPI(M)-was not only the outcomo of the intense
m‘ealo@esaz debate vithin the International Compunist Movament
following the 20th Congrass of the CPSU, whore the theory of
tpoacoful transition to nocialism® was propounded, but also
of the differences vwith respect to the situntion in India and
the path of revolution to de followed, In tho beginning, the
CPI(M) took a pro-Chinese, anti-CPI and anti~USCR stand,
Howover, for three years (1064-67), it could not formulats
& cleprecut pmram for Indian reveolution = nor 4id Mz toke
& stond on 1deological issues that divided the CPSU and CPC,
The party leadership during this period had roved considorably
tovards tHo right,; with equivocation on the quesﬁon of
peaceful and nonepeaceful strugele and finally with & roturn
to parlismentarianism (Son Gupta, 1072 324y Nohan Ram, |
10608 1l)s In the %ﬁy first Congress of the CPI(M) an
intense two-line strugrle botween the lendership ond the
militont ronks of the party cmerged, Three enordments were
rovad for resolution in the Concresse They wore:
" {4) The foreign policy of the Indian Covernment was a

falte non-aligmment poliey and that it was setually subservient
- to that of US irmporiclismy (11) the demand for the right of
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self deternination of the lationalities bo recognisedy and
{444) tho Indien state 15 o nepcolonial cno and that a
programme of arped strug-le chould be adopted, The flrst

and third smendments vere rojocted snd the leadership raonaged
to poutpono the discussion on tho second (TUPST, 1982¢ 32),
ind soon the CPI(M) proved to be no different from CPI when
1% entered 4in the 1065 Horala A¢serbly byeelections, The
CPI(Y) lendorship achnovlodged that the situation in Irdia
was not yet ripe for rovolution ond opted for perticipating
in Jopiclative politics vith which other kinds of strugples
could be comdined (Mukherjon, 1078t 23), But soon electoral
politics bocame the only sctivity for the CPI(l) and whon the
United Pront Government with CPI(M) participation came into
existenco in Usst Bengal in Fobruary 1967, the CPI(H)
~declared that "the fortunes of the entire Party at the
present stage of development are closely linked vith the
succensful running of miristries” (Roy, 10761 74), Thuo the
CPI(H)*s policy at ths national level turned out to be & class
colloborationict, revisionist policy, not basically different
fron that of the CPI'S, It was essentlally wedded to the
~ thoory of peaceful, transition of foviet rovisiontists (‘rﬁpsi',
1982 ¢ 32.33), Thio leé to on open revolt by tho
rovolutionaries within the CPI(!) apgainst its londership,
Commmist rovolutionaries in the Darjeeling District Commdttoe
of the CPI(I) 4in Vest Dengel under the leaderahip of Charu
Najumder wore in the forefront of this revolt against party
lcadership, They 61¢ not confine their activitics to the

-~
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. thooretical lovel alone becouse, os Mefumder (1982) doclared,
*The mai figtt againet revisionienm can never bo begun unless
the pogsant gtoptes 4t theough rovolutionary practice,®

| Agoingt this background, this chapter is divided into
threc parts, Part I will diccuss the idecloglenl orientotisns
of the Homalbari peasont movement, In Port II wo will briefly
dfsouns hov the roverent offeccted the ponsants? socinl sction
end brought o chonge in the overall troditionsl rolationships
in the »ar@éﬁ of strugcle, In Part ITI, an atterpt will de made
to armalyso the rovement in the 1lisht of the moong enployed and
ends nehieved, '

Rert I Zdooloay

It vas tho farcus Bight Documents uritten by Chory
Nofumder Quring tho period 1965-67 which formlated clvost
ol fuportant ideological politiesl iseuss for tho origin
and dovelopment of the Nazalbori strusple, Hovover,
Mukherjd (1078t 40-43) does not agree with such a position,
Ye vill exarine his vieue at o lattor stege in this section,
In 1085 Charu Dasundar foroulated the basic points of
sorocpont for unity with difforent growns wihdeh had split
avoy £ron the CPI(N) or ary such group, The four points
for agreorent vhich Charu Nazumder rolsed vores
(1) Accep&amle of tigo Tee-tung as the loador of the vorld
rovelution ond his thought oo the highest form of Morrisme
Loninism of this erag (2) belief in the viovw that o
rovolutionary situntion existed in overy corner of Inding
(3) boliof in arca-viso seizurc of powor as tho path for
takins the Indian revolution rorvardy ond (4) bolief in |



guerills varfars o8 the only mode through which tho
dovolopment of and odherence to this revolution was popsidle
(TUPET, | 19824 36), These four points were later to become
tho basis for tho formation of on independent political party
called Commmnist Party of India (Uorxist-Lordnist); CPI(IL) in
1969, Of thoso four points, the concept of arsaewisc selpure
of politicel pover ic tho cornerstone of Charu lasumder’s
rovolutioncry 1ine. Tho CPY and the CPH projectod the concapt
of copturing the political pover at the national lovel at one |
stroke, A we bad dlscucsed in Chapter ILIX, the CPI hnd arguéﬁ
during the Telengona strugele thot tho conditions wero not -
cozﬂuciva to ptart armod strucrle to cu;:tu.re‘ pover at‘ the
national lovel, Rejecting such aviev, lagumdor vrotes *In
other vords, the strategy ond tocties of there otrusrles will
be arca-wise celmure of DOWEY ..., In tho ora of socislism,
all the olemonts of orct.wise seizure of powver are preosent
in our framowwork® (19821 9), In erothor article ke
declared "Yen, Comredes, today we have to sponok out
cmegmsly; in & bold voice before the poople that 4t io
tho areo~-vise scisure of powor thnt is our path® ('18823 16),
. Aecor@ing to Musamder, tho Tebhasa povenont of 1046-47 failed
beeoues "wo heritated .4 to carry forward tho rovolution by
collocting arrs locally and solizing pover aren-uvina®
{16823 10}, | |

For asron-vwige scigure of politieal powor Charu 'czupdey
irsiotod on the porty's revolutionary politics and rofuted
tho privnacy of pass organisotions, 'ﬁe.wm_t.e in the On4
document (11682¢ 8)s "Our primary tashk todoy is to build
up o corract rovolubionary party fiphting uncorpropisingly



agoinst this rovisionist thirking, (1) The first forous
revistonist thought 19 to regard Kyiehak Sebha {(Poasants

| ammi%tmn) and trade union as the i)nl.y Party octivity,..
‘They (party comrades) do not reclise the political tashks of
the party eéannot ‘bé carried out through pensant!s orgonizte
tion end trode union, But it should be remorbered st the
sax:m tﬂ.rae that the tr'wa uion and the peasants organization
ard one of the mny weapons for gserving our purposs, On the
otha:* hand, to regard poaeant’® orgenization end - - trode
union as the only uork of the party, can only mean plunging
the party in the pire of sconomism, The proletarian
‘revolution can not be pede successful without an uncompromie
- slng strugele sgoinst econordsm, {(2) Some comrades think end
are still mrm today that our political tosk ends with

- the latmching of a few roverents on demands and they wm
| o oingle victory thrauuh thage roveronts as o political
victory of ._m party. lot anly that, theso_cmradcs seck
to confine the recponsibility of carrying out the political
tasis of thé purty within the limits of these roverents only, B
But we, the true Narzists know that carrying out the party's
politicsl responsibility neans that the final ainm of all |
pmyaganﬁa, e8ll vovexents and all organigations of the
 Perty i to estoblish firnly the political power of the
prolotariat, It should be remerbered slvays that if the




Later on, surring up tho experiences of the
Sprikakulam struggle Choara Uacumdar (1969:17) wroter “Is it
that vithout moss organizotion or rass coverent this war
{guerilla var) cannot be fought out? TIevelutionary rasees
hove proved throush their gucrilla verfare that for
guerilla wvorfore mass povements and rass orgonizations are
no? necessory, Ubat 4o 4rportant iz tho propagenda of
rovolutionsry politics 1,0, !'ao thought,
Tits proparande is noseible only throush party's secret
_organization, Only through secyet orpanisation guerilla
oquads can be formod end used apgainst closo enordes, Only
through secret orgonization unity cen be forged among passes,
Cuerills action encourages brogd vasses to participate in 4%,
vidle on tho other, pno¢ rovements and rass organization
talze the masses tovards otonomiswm, vhich slovly turns into
revistonien, There does not reroln any scerecy and it
.bmmaa sagy for the enw to attschk, Thus, for guerilla
squadp, moss rovements ond pass orcanisations are obstacles,”
It 19 in thie contezt that tho rolationshlp betvosn
the lesnl and i{llersl works acouirss irportance, Charu
NMagumdar (10891 19) expleins the positiont ",.. no moverent
of the pensants on beoic demands will follow a peaceful path,
Por a class onolysis of tho pessant organization and o
estoblich the leadership of the poor and landless poasants,
the peasantry chould be told in clonr terms that no fundae
montal problen of t?:eiya ¢an bo solved vith the help of ary
1ov of this reactionary goverrmment, Dut this does not 'mean
that we sholl not telto adventage of any legol rovement,.,



and la:zélass peaswte will be estoblishad in the leadership

of the peasant movement,” Thus the poor ond landless
poasante are the backbone of the zgrsrian revolution, "The
ponsant rovepent will b;aca!ﬁe rilitant to the ortent we
ostablish tho leodership of the poor and loncless possants
ovor the ontire poasant rovement® (19823 18), |
Beposing the Coverrment®s inobility to provide foud
ond %?‘w roprossive measuros token acolnst peasants, Chara
Uosurdar {39828 23) uarned "If they (peorants) aro doprived
of the crops in tho field, they will have to die of starvation
nezst yeé‘r, fo propare yoursalves now, ow can the strugrle
to proserve the crops be contdusted? (1) Orgonize arced forces
in -mvery village, (2) !'sko srrancenonts sé that these forces -
can colleet ot puch arrs o they con and £ix sacret ploces
to keep the arrs, (3) Pix places for hiding the crops, In
-ewré ares, overy poocsant will have to roko a ploce %o hide
tho crops under tho earth,,, {4) Desides arned units, small
bonds of pensants should be forred to kaop guard, and
paintoin corsunications and other vork, (5) Dvery unit
will have to bo éivaiz politicsl edueation cnd politicsl
propatondo sbhould certainly be carried ong..” Mazunder
gove a clarion call to lay the founfGation of tho low
‘?eeple”a Dumveratic Indis by building Liborated poacant
areas through pensant rov-1ites, Ho wrotss "The peoplefs
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Demperatic Nevolution can bo cecerplished enly by bullding
up revolutionnry basos in the rural sreas through asrarian
r;avaluts.oﬁ, méer proletarian leadership ond stbeequently dy
“encireling the urban centres by expanding these revolutionary
basen by organising the pecple's lideration forees fron arong
the peasants? puerills forces and by lecding the revolution
to victory by ccpturing tho citien, that 4s, by putting into
proctics the toctics of pooplots war oo formulsted by Chairman
t?ﬁe.“ {Quotation in Denerjee, 1080 58)

46 stoted earlier, the Eight Documents prepared by
Charu Mazumdar formed the ideological, political, end organis
sationnl basis for tho 1067 laxalbari pccoant uprising which
necessitated o natiorvido process of ponsant rovements oimed
at anrorisn rovolution, La%tor on a document prepared by
sone llazalbard setivists oalled ¥laxalbari Shikshe® slgo
adrdtted that “we adhored to an? vorked according to the
advice of our respocted leoder (Comrade Charn logumder) in
Daralbard and from 1066 through spall movements vith the
holp of peasonte® strugrles; wewere able to overcome our
shortcoringe, That vos vhy wo sav the massive upheaval in
1067 (TUPOT, 1982 & 34), Hovever, l'ukherji (1978 v 47-43)
does not agree with such a position cnd calle &t ¥ anistorical
cxpisnation of the csuses of the poosant rovenont?, Bis '
argument is based on Banu Canyall's Pocurment "lore About
Uapalbori® which vas prepared in 1074 ond goes egainst his
own Toral Roport of 19628 which reprosented the rajority
opinicn, Sanyol's contenticn that "lazalbari uprising is
a living protest to the aight docuronts® hos successfully
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heen'atmlmngﬁ&f by .. 'TIPST, 1083l Doy,
| :%375‘, ate, . One vonders hovw Uuktherii could coro to the
“eonclusion that tracing the origln of the omelbari revolt to
slght docunonts is "rather schistorical oxplonation of the
pbassmt roverent®, Tor, a coreful exardnation of eight
docuronts, os prosented esrlicr, reveals nothing but o
'm'atorical axnlonation of tho cousts of tho pesoant coveront,
And what 1s rore icportant 1o to noto that tho idoology ond
progravme of cight docurments vos carriod out in the Hoxslbari
gron with come rodificntion vhich vas ovident from Canyalts
1963 Teral Teport. Thus I'ukhorii's srrument is nothing but
one sided which led hin to cupport Canyal's moin coriticien of
the DPocoumonte that they were ahistorical in as ruch apg the
presont strugnles pﬁ.@f to 1065 were oot annlysed (Tlukherit,
(10781 44), The pm-[éasc of these docunonts as evident from
hen was not to analysc the péawmes poasant strugpnles but o
provide tdeological, political end orgorisationnl puidelines
on the basis of sxisting socloecconomice gituntion vhich does
not exclude the past exporience of espmunists in Irdis ond
other coumtries, lMoreovor vhenover necoodary, lasumdor has done
80, Aﬁ, in Document 2 {1982, s ¢ 8), U'agundar carsfully
anolyzes the Tebhago rovement, He was fully awvare of the preat
irportance of the loscons to be drawn from the post moverent,
o wrotes "Cur party has o very long history of struggles,
Vg gave the lecdorship to the peasants cnd vorkers roverents
in thoe extensive countryside of North Bengal, [Noturally, wve
sholl have. to czarine cnd an-lyse the movements of the past
ond drav lessons from them end we thall hove to move forward
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anov in jtm prosent rovolutionary era® (1080), It is
surprising to m&e that rovhere in his 73 pago long article
- tultherst ( _197& ) has bothersd tca look into Nazundarte
wmingﬁ ﬁim%lfa

IX

in thie soction vwe vill discuss how tho iﬁea;lﬁé? and
politicnl progromes affected the pessants' colloctive action
and neceseitated o proceso of change in tho systen of cupors
ordination and cubordination challenging the traditlonel rural
outbority. Ve will also gee how in the faco of the ponsants!?
revolt the Dopressive Otate apparatuses vere used to suppress
tho gaea%sant mvmfbg This will be done by precenting the
ovents in a narrative-doseriptive style,

Yo have alrecdy dlconesed ﬁ%e clrcunstoness which led
gote of the CPI(H) workers. &n the Nazalbari oren to revolt
opanly onndnat the mm’a idoonlegical positions, On 18 YMarch
1967 = Just 16 days ofter tho formation of tho CPI(M) led
United Front Covermment - o poasant conference wes held under
the cusplees of the S11fguri subedlvision of the CPI(M)
lendership (Damerjoo, 1°80). The conference was most
crucial in torme of doclclong wideh led to further peasant
robilization, All the Fight DNocuments of Charu Nosundar vere

disenssed in the g;maszme of nearly 5,000 peasante (Nukberjse,
1978 8 44), |
According to Terai Report of Tanu Senynl (1068),
'f"i*ﬁa -ﬁim subwdivision poogentst! convention gave out
tho atall tot 1) establich the suthority of pensant corrittees
in oll mttem of the vi.nagag 2) Get orpanized and be armed
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in order to crush the resistance of the Jotedsr's monopoly
of ounership of the land mnd redistribute the lend enew
through the peasant cormittees," |

The confersence also warned peasants of the opposition
of the Ceontre and the Ctate ond gave a call to prepare for s
protracted armed resistence, This conferance was followed
by & sories of militsnt pescant actlons, Betwsen Septerber
. and Decerber 1066, the tea gordens wers rocked by strikes,
 The moverent for seizurs of crops had alreatly begun in
ﬂwez&:mﬁecmﬁw 1066 and ”tmsams of orgonized armed
ponsants harmst’a‘ﬁ; paddy and also snatched guns® {Sanyal, 1974),
In & neeting in %Iex‘alﬁar& on 26 Decerber 1966, the Kisan S8bhn
naked 1t8 merbers to rerain vigilant ngainst the police who
may coms with search warrants to recover the paddy for the
Jotodars, 10 such an event thay were to be prepared wvith
bous end errows to resist then, In Jamuary 1067 meetings
vere ham whare the cultivators vers urged not to give oy
 levy to the govornment, to gherao government offices if they
demand 1t; and the adhiars were encouraged not to shan’
thelr erop with the Jotedars (Vukherjee, . 1078 3 45),
~ Agatnst this dackground the above mentioned peasapt
cuptaﬁn?gggfawd to be a great success, According to |
Sonyal's Teral Reports “Almost all the villages got organised
durdng the period from the end of March to the end of April
1967, ﬁheroas, previously, the merbership of the Kisan ﬁabm
could not be increassd beyond 5,000, the merbership nov jusped
to alvost 40,000, About fiftesn to tventy thousend peasants
began to do wholetime work and built up peasant committees in
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~ the villages, The young men of the villages who had never
been soen in the front rank of the Kisan Sabha now occupied
the place of voteran peansant cadres, Uith the speed of o
gtorn the revolutionary pessant in the course of sbout one
 né o half ronths, formed peasant corrittess through hundreds
of group mectings and turnec these comrittees into armed
village defence roups, I; s wvord, they organised sbout
. 80 per cent of the village population,” After potting
organigod the msmtﬁ" went i;:zto further sctions which
challenged tho traditionsl rursl authority, Teral Report (Saw.lu«)
gayss "The revolutionary poasants, through their actions,
made their decrees the lav in the villagess 1) a blov ves
denlt at the political, economic ond socisl structurs in the
villages basel on monopoly land ovnership which dragged the
poacants pors and nore into the depths of pauperisation,
o, not the deeds and documents » whet is required is the
order of the peaa%n.t corrittoot, declared the pensants,
They zarked out all the land in the Terai vith their
ploughshares snd mede 1t thelr own,.. The old feudel
structurs that had existed for centuries was thus seashed
through this action of the pensants, 2) ALl the legal deeds
ond doctments relating to the land had been used to cheat
then, They held meetings end burnt &1l the receipts,
ackroviedgenents, plans, deeds and documents, 3) The
Jotedars ond money lenders, taliing edvantace of the poverty
of the rural folk, got them cormitted to unsqual agreement,
relating to the mortgage of lend cnd bullocks, The peasants
detlored all such ogreements ae well as the hugs burden of
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interest imposed on them mull and vold, 4) The hoarded rice
which is used as capital for carrying on nsurioun and feudal

. exploitation vas confiscated by the pessants and distributed
arong themselves,.., 8) AlL Jotedars in the villages who
were known for a long time as oppressors and those vho tited
to oppose the peasant strugrle were all subjocted to open
trinl and sentenced to death, 6) The wicked ruffian clements
and flurltoys vho vere used to preserve tho political, secnorde
and rocial suthority of the Jotedars in the villages ond those
vho cosoperated with the police were all brought to open |
. trial..s In some cases, death sentence was giveny in otherc
fellovs vere paradsd through the village streets with shoes
strung around their necks and with fool's caps ori thelr heads
80 that they would not dave commit orimes in future,

7) Realising that their strugcle against the Jotedars; lande |
1ords ond money lenders would be subjccted to armed repression
by the state apparatug, they armed themselves with their
traditional wenpons like Lows and arrovs and spears as vell

es wvith guns forcibly token avay from the Jotoders amd
orpanigad thelr own arped groups, 8) Lest the gmmx
administration of the villages should suffer, they arranged
for night watch and shouldered the responsibility of running
the schools in a srooth wvay, The pessant comrittees armounced
thst sovere punisiments would be ovarded in cases of theft and
flacolty, and took measures to inflict such punishments in sone
cages, B) In every ares they created regionsl and central
rewluﬂamryvcomttees and established the peasanta?
political power, 10) They declared the existing bourgeois

lav and low courts null and void in the villages, The decisions



of the reglonal ond central revolutionsty comrdttees voro
declared to be tho law,™ ’

Fron thoe obove sccount it is ovident that Charu
Masumdar*s tuo min points 1,0, octive resistonce movement
~ ond estobliching politicsl power at the loeal level, which
. i-mm otrecsod througlout thejmumenta;;'wm put 1into
practice in the Daxalbari aéea and furtmr developady

The attitude of the movement towards various rurol
soetions wos oxplained by Charu Mezumdar in e moeting of
party codres of the area on 13 April 1967 "o are always
on tre side of poor and isndless peosants,., Our relations
uith the rich _paaéant will alvays be one of étmg:;le, Tor,
unless the rich peasants influence is weoded out fron the
vﬁl@ge, the lepdership of the poor and landloss peacants
_e:amot be estoblishod and middle poasants cormot be
droun over to ug," ("iazalborl Chiksha?, Quotation in
' BanorJec, | 30 .+ 111),

By oy 1067, tho robele could claim os thelr strong
holds Hatighlokn (Uaxelbard P.5,), Durecang (Eharidart P.G,)
mé Chowpulihuris (Phowotdeva P,.0,), vhere no ocuteider cculd‘
onter without tholr perission (Benerfee, | §0 .4 112),
Hultherja (c“lc_;.“[@ «8 46) writest “,,, tho enzrpomo of the
CPI ng 3 mojor constituent of the United I'ront povermment
vag interpreted as fortuttous and their enthusiasn to carry
on the strugcle found an unerpected f{l11ip, Thus between
Harceh ond V'ay 1967 vore than a undred coges of foreible
“eultization and of dehosrdifF cnd confiscation of paddy stooks
- from J‘e’éeﬁar“a golao toolt place, It voo arrued by thﬁ peasant
leoders and codres thnt at ¢ tire vhen thero wes acute



shortage of food thoy would not permit the golas of

Sotedars to ba full co that they could trode vith the

nisery of tha peasle,™ Mukherii also inforra that

desoribing thelr operations in the laralbard region, &
ponsant loader obzerved that they issued the follouing
instructions %o their cadress 1) If the cattlosplough of

the adhisr te teken avay by the &taear and sold in the
parket, go snd apprepriats thelr cattle and plousghs,

2) How shall we cultivats if we have no foof to ont? Go
tmﬁ aal the mmﬂ for food, If he is relw:tant, take avay
food by force and iccue hinm & receipt 1 nocessery, 3) Then
ir thﬁ Jotedar attocks with his gzm, deprive hm of his f&m' |
'amua 4) Yhen you remove paddy from his granary, loove the

. erount that he would neod for his famﬂy cansm:pt&on, Tho
rost should be dietriduted eronget landless peacants aond.

- adhiars . (Mukberji, 1978 ¢ 46), ‘

The rate nt sscalation of activities vas clearly
indleative qf & mal% ané reasonably well vorlted out plan
~of aperaum ﬂ"tmhe*rai, ; I978 " 47)., Finding the situntion

_out of control, tho CPI-H lsacder Horg Krishon Konar vho wao
tho 1and and lend revanuo Minister in the United Front
Covernment, =nd sleo ths seergtory of the West Nongal Olate
Risaon fabha, csme %6 Siliguri In the middle of l'ay 1967 and
triod to rosch an sgreozent with the rebels but foiled,
Aftor Konarfe retuwn o Caloutte a police corp wns opened
in tho area, Charn Masundar worned the peacants of the
ioperding state atéack, In & lstter to a comrade ho wrotel
"o police obey ordercy tho mowent orders como thoy will
lounch the attack, Thoy will get scared only uhon we attack



80

them,,, The Jotedars are still in the villagesy thoy will
guide the police 4.. and indiscricinately kill the peasants.
So wo rust drive out these class enemles (Jotedars) fm the
villages,,,” (Quotation in Bansrjee, . 1980 ¢ 112),
The events that followed thercafter are essentially
the outcome of the use of 1doological and represcive state
apparstuses on the one hand and the moverent's course ei‘ action
to achieve desired erds on the other, The presentation o
these svents; as cxplained earlier, would reveal the internal
dyravics of the moverent and is of great soclological
- dmportance to build theory., This presentation has gé-w
_organised.on the basis of inforeation provided by
- Makherdt (| 1978 )3 Semerjee (<139 C.)y THPST (1982 )4
“ Roy ( _ 1078 ),
When the redels openly revolted and put their
1deologiealepolitical prograrce into practice challenging
the troditional rural authority emnd state machinery, then
the two could no longer remain passive defenders and rounted
an offensive, By 23 Fay 1067, the police camps had already
been estadblished, The following rorning they started combing
__— the villages 4n search of pessant leaders end cadres, By the
ovening a strong police contingent reached Barojharujots to
effect the arrest of persons wvanted in cormection with a
seiics of ceses, Vhen the police were confrorted by neerly
300 men ond women armed vith bows and arrowe, they waited
until the arrival of reinforcements led by Inspector Sonam
‘Wangdi, At this cll the male perbers withdrew, When the
police officors advanced a 1ittle shead of their force,
they wore suddenly nttacked by 200 to 300 men with bovs and
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arvows, It ie staoted that men k’épt thelr vomen in front
md attachked frop the rear, Doth the Ingpectors vere
injured and Uangdi died in tho hospital, |

~ On 25 Moy, the police rotsliated by sending a force
to Prosadjote in liaszlbari, Thoe police force confronted a
hostile mob atleast 1,000 strong, ermed with bows and arrovs,
Yhen reopoated varnings foiled to dotract them from offensive,
‘tho police fired upon the erowd of villagers, killing seven
wameﬁg two ¢hildron ond ono role,

According to the poasants? view of incidents, vhen
- the pclio;e ranched Bara Jharujote by ovening, they found a
doserted village, The police entercd the empty houses and
vegon destroying utensils and other holonnings indiscrimiw
natoly, The women resistod this, Thoy rebuked them for
-ﬁeétmymg iaeasm hougehold articles ond acked then to
- withdray for the wanted persons were not prosent., The
police then wvithdrow teo inform their officerse licanvhile
Ingpoctor Uangdi crrived vith reinforcements. Yhen the
police onco ooalin advanced to the miéd].e of the jJote; the
poasants sent o shover of arrows that injured bYoth the
Inspectors, The police fled lecving the vounded bohind,

- It vere the peasants, thoy cloimed, that took the two bleeding
Ingpoctors to the police van, _

Tho cams evening nearly 2,000 armed police entered
the v:&uage and de%roy@ﬁ everything they could lay their
hamm,( ‘They found o deserted village ezcept for Danamalils
- pregrant vife, UYhon she roiced a protest, che vas kicked
in tho delly mnd foll unconscious, Lator both the rother



and child succurbed to tholr injury in the nospital, In
anothor case, Pmlehond's wife, vho witnossed the scono,
dieé from shocl, Tho ponsants dld not teke the statets
. roprescive acts lyfng lov, I, order to keep the morcle high
and to counter the repressive stote apparatuses, thoy orpanisoed
village level meotings and processiozns to volce tholr protest,
Uonon took an cotive intereost in organizing meotings aos they
had gharply reacted to the death of tvwo vomen on 28 Hay,

- A fev days lotor o poor Canthsl poncant vas beaten wp
‘in Dazalbard 'mrkat by some Jotodars and Congross Partsrk
supportoro, Thio incident Curthor ezaccrbated the alreocdy
tonso situation, The ponsant lceders concentrated in the
Bn;ffgmg area, vhieh vas thelr bost stronghold, Thoey
" orgoniged numerous procosclons voleing their protest against
police reproscions, Those procossions attracted botwoan
5,000 to over 10,000 poasants at times, Tho Jotedars were
asl;eﬁ to hand over their puns voluntarily in preparation ferr ‘
the anticipated police offencive. It i5 contended that rany
- Jotedars voluntarily offored theilr guns and those wvho 444
not woro compolled to do so, which thoy 6id without offering
any rooistonce. Thus within o brief poried tho pesssnts of
Burngong acquired cormplete control over tho aren, whore only
their urit hold sway, For nearly' threo ronths from June to
Aagust 1067, the Dursgong area vos declored & liberated gone
(Muktanchal) ané a parsllel poverrment vas esteblishes, It
18 claimad thot Guring this perdod all potty thefts ond antie
sociol activities como to on cnd, The poople were warned
thot 1o such activity would be tolerated, In such a -
sdtuntion poople's courts vere also cotoblished, Apart from
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Burageng (P,5, Kharibari) pooplefs courts also functioned
at Chovpuluria -(?.8. Phaneidova) ond in Covdullajote
(P.C. Hoxalbart), |

The poople's courts concisted of five to six leading
corredes of tho aren, Tirst the cases were exarined by them
mnd then prosented before an assenbly of party merbers,
~ gymoathizore and othors, The sccused aftor having heard
tho chargos rade ogaingt them, would dbe oxpocted either "'t:a
own t,heir gullt or to defend thomselves, Tho onserblod
nerbers vould then discuss tho cason amd Geclare thoe vordicet,
Punishment included severe coral warning, confinements for
brief periode, boatings until crime vas owned and & proplse
not to repoot it ote, In some coses tho pullty vould bo
throntonod vith the deoath ponalty if they indulged in ontie
social sctivitios again, Tovover even as poasants exercised
corplete comrand over the Buregang 1iberated sono, the police
hed cordoned off tho entire orea, lagen Roychoudhry, o big
jotodar of Dazirjote was an cnception who floWted the cormand
of the “peasa;;t govermont?, Yo openly colluded with the
poliee, Poocants tock out a passive prbcession and surrounded
his house, An altorcation vith Roychoudhry followed by his
throat to use g;ms lod to the killing of Rm&cmwhry and
copturing of his propeorty. Daspite the prosence of polico
in passive nurbors, Ioy Chouthry wos boheaded by infurinated
oné violent poasants on 10 Juno 1967, Mesmuhile claches
betwoon tho poosants and landlords contimed 4in other araas,
fccording to an official report botween 8 and 10 June only,
thore vere as wany as 80 ceses of "laulesonoss®, 13 dacoities,



tws rurders and one gbduction, ond arped bonds were
roported to have been dlepensing justice and colleeting tnxes,
The Parliament and the State Agserbly took gerious note
of those events, Pinally the United Front Government sont a
ecabinot masion to enquire inte the affairs, Tho Cabinet
oiosion's anmeal to the peaconts to give up violence did not
yicld arny raﬁuﬁs It Looued three appeals to the poasants,
The third spposl was iscusd on 27 June 10687 osking the
poasente to surrendor by 4 July 1067,
Ag the wobels continied their activ&ties, radlo
Peliing, in a comment on 88 June 1967, described the Haxalbari
incidents as the "front-pav of the revolutionary armed
struggle launched by the Indian pooplo undor the puidance
of oo T-e=tung? ond dubbod the United Front government as
-8 "tool of the Indinn reactionaries to deceive tho people®,
By tho end of June, diocidents vithin end outoide the CPY(M)
ir ‘camutta got togethor and formod Miaxaldard Pocsante®
Struzcle Ald Committos®, They etéged a ﬁemonstration in
front of tho Voot Bongal Aosembly on 27 Juns 1069, Ileone
whilo, the‘ CPI(1) Polit Bureon 4n a resclution on 20 June
1067 teormed the rebols as an anti-party group advocating an |
adventurist 1ine and actions challenging the party prograrmo, a
resolutisns and directives and directed the Otate Party
Comrittos to expel them from the party, |
The Cobinet Miscion was openly opnosod by the
peasants, Dven befors thoy 1left, a sories of ineidents
tock place in open defisnce, Those incidents included the
killing of policemen and rotovel of paddy, InCroased
police offorts to orrest ponsant leaders only resulted in
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confrontations, Thana Land Reforzo Cormittoes wvore boycottod
"'by the re‘ael@. Hany meﬁtinge could not oven tako place -
beeause of eunh boycotts,

 When By 6 July 1867 thers vas no rosponse frm the
peaaantﬁ m. %h_e appeal to surrender, o cabinot nocting
puthorised stmng action to restore luw and -order in the
aron, On 12 July 1967, & major police actian vag 1aumhéd-_
to round up peasant lesdoers, Within four wecks of the
cobinot decision vony arrosts were made ircluding those of
m:jibzm'aman y 011 Vohamad, and Jangal “anthal, Acearai.m
to official reports rocovery of fire arme was pwift and
satisfactory, On 7 Septenber 1067 tho Governor visited
Naxalvari and Khardbori and this perhaps indicated tho end
of the low and order problem in tho ares, Uith that an
apporent lull set in w"’ﬁexalbari (Banorjes, 19 80:.), |
'ﬁowevérg when the paneé actian wos in full swing, vorlers
of thirty out of thirty olght tea astates in Biliguri sube
éivision obsorved a doy's token strike on 17 August 1967,
in solidority with poasants and in protest anpainst police
excesces in the Dazclbari area (Vukheril, " 1978 1+ 57).

It 1 interesting to note that desplte rassive mlicé
action the lnxalbari rovement did not 41o and the poasants and
ti‘-:@:lr'_,lmdew continued to bo unsverving in their commitment
to en agrarian revolution (Daspupta, 19741 100-200). BSoon
the ctudente of Dorth Dengal University jurped into tho fray
and organized mectings and pfccessians in suvpart' of Naxalbari
and -demanded the releaae of all those who were orrested, In
rural aroas, HKSSG hold o moeting in March 1068 dexanding the
irmeddate roloaso of peasant leocders and raised the slogan

* «g&mmno&{riﬁhak Songrog
‘Sghayak Samiti"
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‘of 11and to tho tiller' and 'armed strugrle to achicve itf,
The TKSSS started organiszing branches in the various ton
estates ond villages ond observed llaxalbari lMartyrs' Day
on 26 lay 1963 i pnenory of those vho dled on that day
exactly & yoar afgo,

By August-Geptochor 1068, the renowed activitios vers
gtorted in the ares, On 7/8 Sopterbar 1068, the police vere
conbing the houses for wanted persons and firearns in Hochatl
tlaliizjote (Uazaldari) vhen thoy confronted with armed
rociotonce frop one Dabulal Vishuakarmakar who chose to
dio fighting rathor than be taken caoptive, In the prisons,
Noralites orpanised hunger strikes for various demnnds, 'l‘ho’
Naralites did not et any stage succurd to or surrender thems
polves beforo the guperior power of tho state, In prison

or out of prison, thelr attitude was ono of tota}. defionce
of the estoblictment (Multherytl, 1978 3 65).

Yo vould now not o into vha:t happetieé thereafter, for
the asbove Giscuscion gdves us enough opportunity to analyse
tho movement, Howover, bofore concluding this soction, it
in :?athex* imporative to look into lessons drown by the peasant
lenders and revolutionary zréuzss thersolves from the

‘Yazalbari moverent,

Hhot were the reosons for the eetback thot the
Nezalbard pensant movement recalved? Teral Report itself
had ?mmeﬁ up the reacons agy "Lock of o strong party
orgenizatilony failure to rely wholeheortedly on tho masses
and wvﬁu&m a powerful rass basey ignorance of military

affoirag thinking on old 1ines ond o formal ettitude
/,
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tovards the ostoblishment of political power ond the work

of rovolutionary land reform,®

, Charu lazundar in hic article "Ono Year After

Naxalbord® states "If tho Uaxalbari peasant struggle has

any lesson for us, 4t 4o thiss militent struggles rmst bo
~ .carried on rot. for land, crops, ete, but for seizure of
- stote pover” (Quotation in TUPST, 1082 ), In another

| article ho mtet “Lessons that ve have got from Hazalbari

gtrurgle ai*a theseiiv 1) Poasants 414 not ficht for land

or crops but for capturing the “State power®, 2) Possants

~ are waging strugcle agoinst the counter-rovolutionary armed
aﬁt@k@ 3) For wnging this armod attack peosants relied on
arus made by themselvos and vith the help of theso arns
thoy have beeh succensful in capturing guns, grenades ond
punepwier, 4) In this strugple poasants did not roly on
othors but stood on thelr oun legs and fought with their
owiy pight, That strugrlo was started only vith the strugple .
ageinst revisiondsnm, Revieionism can be fought out only dy
accopting Nino's thoughts and by sccepting ond putting this
thought into proctiec by poasont class® (1969s 6). - .°,

"In an evaluation of the sxperience of the CPI{ML),

' Gentral Roorganisation Corritiee (CPIWIL) surmed up the
role of Charu Vazumdar during the lazalbari dsys ast '*,.;
insi;éad of presenting tho relationship dbetwoen the struggle
for political pover and for econoric gains dialectically,
Com, CH{Charu !'ogumdar) counterpose one to the other and
gave ono oided eumphasis 'ta the gtrugcplo for political
gaéem The mistalo persisted anﬂ toolt on even greatsy



proportions in later years and bocane a basis fer the
dooratic understanding of the cuostion of galitical pawvr
and for one sided rejoction of other foros of strugrle nnd
organizations® (TMPST, « 1082 ¢ 49),

o

A follow‘up_af the digcussion in Chaptor I ond the
analyseis éf the idenlopy and the resultant peesants? _
collective astion diocussed in Boctions I and IT of this
. chopter reveals certain otriking conclusions which are
| saeidiogiealiy‘or groat theoretical irportconce, These could
be summed up oot

1. (expleitaﬁivn) structural conditions genorate and
shope a.aertainviﬂeolagy vhich aims at challenpging and overs
throuing that structure, 8. In the emergence and
cryotalitzstion of this ideolony the latent destire/intercst/
engectatisns 6f oxploited people to chénga the sttuntion in
thedr owm favour ploy o very crucial role, ldeology in turn
plays the role of a catslyst in turning tho interest/desires
into concroto manifosts, 3, ldeologlenl percention of the
‘exidting structurcl corditions shepes the fominant form ond
. subsidiary formg of robilisation, '  Theo orgonization
becores tho chief vehicle for translating tho dominent form
and subsidisry forms of mobilization into practice. 4. In
the process of surfacing the intorest/erpoctations and
becoming manifest bohaviour in certaln concrete forms,
poople display unoxpocted sociel actions, These unexpoected
aaaial sctions throv challonge to tho existing dase and



mperstructural institutions, 42 the unorxpocted seclial
oetions get further erystallisod and meke advances, the
cxicting instiiutions ers porceived as,é;g.mna are to bo
iwplaeeﬂ by pey olternative structures, It is processual
and simdtaneous, &, Yhen the unezpocted cocdal actions
throv challonge to the basc and superstructural institutions,
tho otate, tha'mast effective reprorentative of these inoti-
tutions oné rocponeible for keeping them intnct, bocomes
threatened for its existence ond acts gxpostedly, Idoological
and repressive state apparatuses are presssd into service to
stop the people from displaying unexpected coclal actions and
molto them practico oxpeeted social aetzcns; €e In such a
cituation poople ore elther forced to dlspluy the expected
social sction through tho oxpected use of the richt of the
stato or the oxisting institutions gat replaced by the
reconstructed alternative structure or their character is
chonged substeatially to eudt the 1deolory, In come casea,'
the state anparently erevpes victorious but the change
ideolony €oos not dleg rather 4t reactivates soon with tore
vigour ong atrﬂngth‘nnﬂ'epreaﬂs to never arean, 7. Social
actions ars &1l thooe cetionn which nro the product of intere
action arong people, roclety and classcu, Iaterialehistoricale
soclal oetions ars folloved dy matoriei-ideological socinl
actions, 8. Unaxpocted collective social cctions are of
varying degroee ond natura, DBut 4f cortain unozpected collective
actiong which are regorded os threats to the basic existing
structures baving vider ramtficstions for the similar
situctions in the mooro framevork are ranifest even at the
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1ocol lovel, then tho state vith its supporting institutions
would sct in the same expected way, O, lecessary social
' vialeneé iz oolf ﬁi‘acreatizag, solf clovating for the oppregsod
and instils o senss of confidence in thems 10, Only actual
tillors are the most revolutionary force for agrarion
revolution, |

Uhen we oxomdne ond analyse the Vaxalbard poasent
moverent tho validity of those theorstical forrulations bocome
evident, At tho time of Naxalbari movement the agrarien
structure and relations in the country and in the movenent
region vog ertramely cxploitative, based on the ideology of
. inequallty ~ o natural product of traditional rurel pover
. strocture and caste herarchys The relationship of dependency
and oxploitaotion wao bosed on Jotedarieidhiavi and Dogar ocystens
- 4in the m&vemmt region, The majority of the population lived
in extreme poverty and in inhuman existential conditions, The
Jotedari-Adhlars systen had perfected the exploitation of the
1ahour of thé adhiar by svery cancaivé’ble means, Keeping him
uttorly dopendent on tho jotefar and landlord (lfukherjes,
10838 36), Trep such o situation thore emerged an ideology
_tﬁzich challenged the very institutlons of explottotion that
perpetuated the systen of superordination and subordinstion
rolationships, Thus the landlords and state ziachinery vere
the tarnet of attack by the potsonts, This 1deology wm&h
threw an opon challenge to the traditional powor structure
was founded in tho idea that tho system of exploitation
perpotuated by tho traditionsl oower structurs is yrons sud. |
Sinca the people lived in oxtremo
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cxploitative conditions, o genge of rclative deprivation

- emorped, This iaealogyfbecwe an oxpression of tho peooples?
desire. Tho pensants?! response wos inredistes To put tha:
$deolopy inte practice, an organisation emorged. Thus ve
hove seen that vithin two ronths tho Kicon Cabha's merbore
Ship roso frof 5,000 to 40,000, Almost all the villages
got oi*ganim&; The suppogsedly passive pecsants bocane
votoran politieal ”cadrtes, Thue the poasante displayed
unexpocted soctal sctions in an orgonized fashion, They
burnt 61l the récar&a portaining to unequal agreoments, dobt
ste, They nttacked landlord's houses, Thoy sclzed crops of
the londlords, They captured the hoarded food grailns and
gratehed pune, Thoy attackod the state rachinery which
came to landlord's roscue ond destroyed the old order and
built alternative structures, They formed village cormittees,
peoploe court, armed forco ond distribtuted land through
villago comnittons, Fxisting courts ond law wore declared
rull and vold. A8 a result tho state octed expectedly, Tt
doployed hoovy police force to cuppross the roverment and
pnlto .th‘e peagants digpley axpectod bohaviour and not to
challenge the oysnten of exploitation, Landlord wvere given
protection and the peasants vore boaten, arrested and
rmrdored, In the case of lazalhari, tho peasants received
a getbock, Though they were apparently put down, their
{deolony of agrarion revolution spread nation-wide and
ITazalbord type pensant rovemonts "maltiplied", Though the
1deology z;f Hozalbard peasont novement initially operated



in o orall repion, it had widor ramifications for sicilar
situations clsocuhers - as became evident soom aftor 1ts
advent, Thus state folt throatened mmd acted axpectedly
go that the ‘mvmnt could be stopped fron sproading, DBut
it falloed an ‘Ehé sxploitative structural conditions ond the
mnifest deoiro/axpectotions in the form of unexpected
colleoctiva actions were not climinnted, Hovover the aiata's
inherent incapacity to do so and the necoosity of the ovore
all axploitative oystem for the ptate's survival coppells
1t to make cortein conceccions in the faco of groving
discontent ond open rovolts which at times ray Gull the
1doolony of movenents for rovolutionary chango,

The liezalbard vovenent sprang up in independent
India fron a Yuithdrownt' and ruthlescly suppressed tradition
62‘ vpmaant nebilization, It vas an immovotive doparture
wvithip the confrontationist trodition having Deon orgoniged
by an indopondant political force and not having the
ideoclogical dualiem that oarked the Telengene peasant
movanont,



In tho precoding chaptors we heve demonstrated how
ideolopy affects and detormdnes the collective actions of
porovion ‘claoses either to c:hangé tho existing system by o
desired errongenent or to maintein the status quo as far as
the arploitotion of vast wogoos is concerneds Ve have amuea
that ideology ouprossee itself und offccts/moulds collective
actions in torns of clogses, Ideology effects collootive
actions to achicve the sot coals in certain Gofined ways
through cortain defined forms of mobiliszation, Those forms
of rmobilization acgquire tho status of living syrbdols of
socisl asotions roflecting the forms of sociol consciousness -
through which people aequire specific identity, intorest,
forge tolldarity, display antagonisp and are mobiliszed to
achiove the set goal, These forms of mobiliration or
colloctive action are the profuct of the 1deological
percoption of the macro situations uvithin vhich various
clagses operato,

Uo have olso demonstrated that to deal with the
LRero altuauaﬁ with 2 viov to achlieve the sot posl |
ideology avolves o grond design of macro rmobilization
and envisages o dominant form of mobilization in order
to put this grond desien inte practice, Ve also
denonstratéd that sincs porception of the macro situation
aiffers ideoloricslly, the dominant form of nobilisetion
also differs rodically,



Uhat tock place in the name of peasant pobilizantion
in the pordiod of ocur study was nothinz dbut tho mobilisation
of voriocus acravian claosses to achieve cortain defined goals
based on contending ideclogics, Ye have demonstrated that
. ¥hoe peagsent mobilizationcduring this poried roflocted
cwpwing "fdeolondes and gporated unfer tuo paradifns - nanely
the paradign of confrontotion and parcdicm of collaboration
and legal path, These tvo paradigms differod redically in
their ideological porception of the mncro situation and
ervisaged tholr specifie dorinunt forme of mobilisation, A

~In case of Champaran strugglo large nunber of people
voro mobilized into colleetive action, But an analysis of
tho Champaran strugcle rovesls that the poople who vere
pebilized Guring the strugcle vero landed gontry who hod
ceonopde contradiction with the Buropean indigo p'lant;era,
Gendhi cnd Congress who vere the chiof mobiliszational
forco, wanted the support of thece landed poople or rural
oligarchy who wielded oconomic and political power in their .
areas, in order to fight Dritich colonielicm, The mobili-
gation wns dono according to Gandhdts porcoption of the
Indian macro situntion at that ¢4me and np o part of his
grond dosign of macro mobllization which sought the elimination
of British colonlalien through noneviolenco as the douinant
forn of robilisation without affecting the exlsting Indian
social fobric based on exploitation and the system of
subordination and superordination relét:lens_hipa. The
rosult wag that the ozploited and oppressed rerainod outside
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the domain of Candhd's activities and the contradictions
botwoon the lecel landed gentry and tho British planters
were utilized to wiﬂen the ares of infmeme for antie
Britich carpatsn, The reliance on the econcmicelly and
secially povorful agrarien classes for anti-Sritish moverent
bocame the dominant charpeteristic of Gandhits fdevlogy
vidch wag to influence onéd shape the future peasant
mobilization lod not only by Congress and socinlists bdut
8180 by Communists, -The ideology of the Telengona peasant

. movemont was in Girect opposition to the Champaran tredition,
Howover, Telongana movement wae maorked by a great ideologicel
dilemma, A commnist party which had been following the all
:zlaaseé collaboration theory in the name of politieal
expoediency suddenly émﬁeﬁ to launech a rovement aired at
changing the totel Indian soclal fedrie st o time vhen
transfer of power fron the British to Infilans had become
irminent, However soon the Partyts central leadership's
perception of the changing Indisn macro situation cawme

into direct clash with the locol leadership's perception

of tho situstion and an sllepowerful armed poasant moverment
was launched in the Telenmguna region in order to tamhum
peoples suthority, An open confrontation and armed |
struggle became the dorinant form of mobilization as
ideology requircument wvhich viewed the Indian racro

situation in terms of ruling and ruled classes, Thousands
of ezploited massos were mobilised into militent collactive
actions egoinst the local exploiters and the state, Central



loadership of the party had to succurd to the groving
prescures of the revolutionary ideology, But soon the
dilerma ridden party found it idevlogically necesreary to
cooperate with the cm;—sss goverment and the Telenpana
strugole vas unilaterally withirawn, The struggle vas
suppressod by the repressive state pachinery,

| But the sceds of revolutionary peosants movenment
eown during tho Tolengana continued to grow, Intense
idGeclogical debate with respoct to nature of society and
character of state took place within the commnist porty
losding to the formntion of o new party, CPI(M) in 1064,
But the new party soon followed the same clasa collabora-
tionist policles of its parent organization, GSoclo |
coonomic structural conditions contimed to be exploitative
and oppressive, Leading merbers and activists of the
Darjeeling District Committes of CPI(M) rovolted apgainst
the centrol leadership, Thus Naxalbari peasant uprising
took place i{n 1087, Liks Telengenn, idecology of the
Haxalbord ained at changing the system as o whola,
Kmar, this time the difforence was that unlike Telengana,
the people in Naxalbari had gained ideologicnl and
organizational maturity So much so that within two years
of the NHaxalbari uprising en independent political party
CPI(ML) wax to be formed with a clear cut programwe of
Indian revolution in total opposition to the class
ecollaborationist f1deologlies of the two comrunist parties,
In the wake of Nexalbari ond CPI(ML) a lerge mumber of
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Naxelbart type peasant movements took place in mony parts
of the country challenging the state autmrxty. The
Hexalbari peacant uprising 18 the representative of the
confrontationtat tradition of peagant mobiliszation in
conterporury India,

The sbove dlscussed two dist.tmt traditions of
peasant mobilization covered the very crucial period
of anti.British carpaign and oqually erucial period of
*national reconstruction® after the a_:!.minatim of the
direct physical presence of British colonialism in 1047,
However, it 1s important to note that the division of
Indien hlstory (of this period) into pre and post Y47
Irdin has not brought any change in the two traditions
of peasant mobilization, HAnther there is a contimity
of the two traditions,
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