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The central theme ot tllls study lit 

1) to 14enttry the ldeolostccl toundatlons of vnr1oua 

tnditloM or poo.nant tidbtltan.t1cm m the period of our 

study, and 

(!i) to examt.ne and annlyse the role ot ldeoloBY in 

.rteet!ng the eollect1Je e.ct:l.on ot agnr:lan cl.aaees an4 in 

ebapirls the organtaect,. tNtta1na4 coUeot1ve mob1llaation 1n 

th.e rom ot movom.ents et-tbttr for the atte:mment ot the change 

~n ·tho oxtstin6 eerartan struotur• and rel.Gt1"3na and the 

qttem na a \thole b;r a new dealred e.rrangmm:mt or tor the, ·· 

perst.stmeo of the eneting aretem vttbout or Vltb some 

u.\timatelv inoonseQ.UGntlal 1104it1cat1ottS.J 

tn this emptor ua bavo d1acuese4 the conceptuel. 

rra~ri.t for tho atut\V and bave ldentitlat! the traditlolll 

ot peammt mb111zatJ.on end their 1tltol.og1cal baettcround. 

In the ltcbt of th11 41ecucti1on, w have analyaed 

Cb.m:!paran, retensana ant'1 naxelbari pewJaDt movements aa 

eate stu<llel• 

G~m struaele (19l7lt by tldop~ tbo theory ot 
.......... 

all elaesee eo11ab0rat1on and pret11Ve atruccles end legal 

solutions nc tho dominant tom ot r.obWzatlon represents a 

trad1Ucn·Wb1eh dom!.nated the poaant mobWzatioD durilll 
the antt.nnttab eoveeent in the name ot poUtleal exptd1~. 

Oll the other band, the l'elmcanG pea ... n.nt t'OV<DGDt (194G.sl) 

1 WI the lnatitut1ona11zed expression ot the edtJtinl 



~tJ.on£8t _tn.d1t1on ot peasant mobtli.satton. It vat 

tms, a lQcrlcGl ezteno:f.tm ot a tradition aDd prov14e4 an 

· oltosetw d1tterent oztientation to tbe peasant mb111=atton 

1n polt•l941 tn<lia by adopt.1118 ravolutlonart olass atrua81• 
8Dd .U.i~t aasJ movement aa tbe domlr&ant ton» of J:Ob1U-.. 

atton, Huatbet pea8flllt u»r1•tna <mm waa the td.shV 

rom or the _tladltion set by tho telensana peaaant uovemen~ 

aDd elm:J- bas the <lt.stt.nctton of reproaent!Ds the mit pove:r­

tul paratlrd iadepondent tradlt1on ot PGAUI!t moblltaatiotl m 
cont~ 1tt41a. 

two ence 1UustrBtionJ tor the· tra&tloa of confronta­

tion ha1te been taken te too roUold.rltl naconi ~1GD~Jt.UK1 
oc~ on tho ev-e ot 1947. lho'Uah 1t tnUo_ UDder tba 

tfttlltton of cont~tatioa tt wo ostellb-l.Jled 8114 

orutmltett b1 the torOfll vt4cb tra41t1oflBllY roll~ the 

path ot col.laboratton am lemalltlet i.e. the OPt. At the 

1oea11G11ellt dGfte4 tm ccntrallet!Ulershlp ot the party and 

lts 14eo1oSVt lnlt at the same ttae the central 1eo.denblp 

W114$4 amltulative 6il4 collaborative power so web tJO ~bat 

it could unUateral11 wt..tbd.raw the Vbelo movemel'lt. It wt, 
tbWft markec\ b1 an !declogloa1 4UC11tmi) Ifo'tteVtr, decptte 

tbla 14M1og1oaJ. dualiflat !eltmgarsa waa the fll'lt orgatd.sa'l• 

14eolodoally w11 tbougllt of Bftd suatcd.l\84 apr•gslOD ot tbe 

cottrrontat1-0rltet tradtttoa· or peuat mobWaaUcm 1ft the 

~r&od of OlD!' study. And 1t u in this sense tbat felengano. 

mat'ke4 the beslmi.ng ot a tftl41t1on td.thln a t~MJ.tion u a. 

lod.oal e:rtenss.on. en the otber btmd naxalbarl oeeurred. 1ft 

1nd~unt Jn«la aM vaa the continuation of a ftdtbdr8\ift• 
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804 rutbl_.lq suppressed. tn.a1t1on ot peaaaat mobWatt.on. 

It was let! and orgaDice4 bJ' tm· tndepertdtnt poUtlcal tore• 

aa« repnaonte4 the t08t toJlml4o.b1e1 aU pOWerfUl tftttlt1on 

Of' pe84Jant mobuuatlon m poet 1947 ln41t.; by oontlrmf.fts, 
strell8t~ on4 develop:UJs the controntationllt tn4ltloft. 

In polt•lN7 ltltlia, Vben tbe utf~J'nt4 enet~V wa1 

eUmtnatOd aar1 the theory ot politioa1 u,ldlency could no 

1oaser be used, the tradition r:et by Cblaparan atrusgle baa 

~- U.eologloall.r 1n d1nct oppolltlOD to tbe tn.d.1U01l 

ct eontrontat1on. In eeetlon tv' ot tbls cmpter the aboVe 

tvo tra.dtt101\8 W1U be tvther tiacus.a. 

x.. 1'AAI'\ 1A,.,... . .,......, 
(ideology baa emerged as one ot the ~tal 

conceptual ana11Uea1 tcoU tor tho Sociology ot 1100W 

~GHnt~ A Viet Mte on the vtft concept ot 14eology 

w.U1 be unt\4 DOt cm1y 'becauae ouza tttudv coneoms tbl 

dotvmlrd.Ds rote ot ideoloar 1n the tratJ.ttl<mSot peaea1l' 

mobW~atlon in the perio4 ot ov stn4,r but alao to 4etenln•. 

the Mnie l.n Wbicb we m.,• employed the eonctll)t. 

[!tats C 1W7t a1) lOCated itleol..oQ' \littd.rl tba e1ass 

stNcture aDd eonaldentl 1ts aouJ'Oe 1n tbe *p~ toru• 
of a t'rJOd• of pi'Od\1.0ttoft (Bent.cll 19811 181•110) ., ~h 
perceptton ot tb& materlal ttruotural co!ldltiont (state ot 
atemel ob3ects) aD! cbenges taldng plac• ln tbla du to 
•dovelopment of 1ntema1 contradle~ inbtrmt in tbe 

natuH or tb!D31!* (f~ 197'11 a), aa'• ld.ll4 acqdN• . 



ttccaoQtt.on, 3udseent and 1.1:d'ermce• (Mao 19761 302) 

1(IQ4!DS to CJ7&taU1zatton ot tbOOr.v and idaolog vtth 

continuous acQ.1.1idt1on ot knowJ..,age tbroulb practice ol.«<S 
wJ.th a4vand.M forces of producUon tol.l.owe6 'by c'tlanges in. 

tbe corre~ pro&~cUoD aDd eoc1a1•:relationa;Jld.,1o81 

1n tun a1io _.... progress ld.th tbe ~ins to,..oet ot 

p'l'Oduction aat CbfmSIDS produotkm aJJ4 eocial relations tram 

one atase to eotho fDl eontrlbutta cNc1.&Uy to tbe 

ftlrthtl" grolftb Of llOOi.al CO'ft1CioUSD8tlS to be mantfeattd ill 

bit&~ a blsbtJ' tom.~J ot ~te4 collect1ve acti.one. 

tn the spbel'CJ of eogntt1on of tocta1 rea11t1e1 and praoUcet 

:t4eolosr operates at the two 1..ao. Puatty, lc!eolos1 

Vld.eb 4lltons, 1\d.trepresenta a eoneealt 100181 contn­

dtctlcml aDd Jrodueet 8!Bvertl4 worlt\ eonectouaness• l1l 

tbl interest ot ruU:Ds c1aU ae nee•strlty tor tl'» 

GPlol:tatlve 111t. (Han aD4 BJJ8ele, 107'11 4'11 LuTalnt 

198S1 aac)) • Secondlq, the ldeolo~Y wht.ch la the product 

of the peroeptual d rational knov1tdge ot tr. etNctural 

con«ltlona by the· domiMt..S, aploS.t.s ptJOl)1e1 developed. 

tn tlle COUHe or tbelr prod\ieUw labau Ul4 mveatlon fmt1 

development ot productive instruaelltflt unfolds the eoctal 

eor.t.ftldlotloru'l and pretJGDtl tbem 1D their actua1itr Wltb . 

refeNnCI to thG ~tlol tftteraatc Of VUioUI olaCPS 
' 

c;pwaUD~ 1Yl the IOC1$t1 at e given stage of td.atol7. Wtat 

1e mon ~t ·from the po!Dt or new or social. movamen.t 
ta to note tbat in tbla· proeeea, ezplo1ta4 people Ueoo'VU' 

the ca.ue of thelr t'"l:Plol.tattcn and ltrive tor COJ'l$c1oul 
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atnst~ under their oqanlsat10D to eh&IIBe . tbe a1tuat1on 

In' th(d.r 01e ttwOUI" by rem~ contredtots.oa. !hit becOIMI 

a nedtti$a1ty 'becaute ot the 1ntemel. contn4tottona of tlut 

1Y8"'- whtch contat.r..a contllotlal cl.Uaea artd clan interests• 

f!USt il.t te tbe 14~ throush \fll1ch the bate, tbe 

prodno.ti® Nlattonet tbl 14eolol1ca1 tonu anes the aochl 

fttlatil\)1'18 Qeq,ulft J18W -~ .. 

(!.4~ Ot thl 4odB&Ilt clue t~~raMtea ho1l ltl 

1'4tlt.ol'-tca:tlF eftl.Yed. prt.v11eae4 EJOS1tlon m tbl aocl•tr 
act paoepti(m ot the ru1e4 clutrea, '*•• '• •• a claee ot 

intU.V1dil818 without tbtl PNIJGJ?t1 (prlftte poa .. ldon ot 

the p~Uve tones) mutt eeU to the to,._ (a omt 
o1 1MJ.!V14ndl iJJ poslefUJion or podlletlve toroe) tM 

uae of their laboUr ~ tn ucbaftSe for a was.-
. ceoa.uor, l9Wll •s>;) S.Utns or :ren«vins tr• 11.­
~, ae tba oaee eay 'be, 1• take as natural rmd apeott4. 

[!4elosv ot· tte oppnaaotl aD4 explo1\t4 arew out of · 

thf.d!r ptrcepUon1 14eaa and conaelousness 1dd.cb tbV bad 

conetmctect 1D the course or thtlr actlw lnteractlort v:ttb 

tbe "aUty to wbtoh they retertd~ltea do not act on1J' 
vltbSrl tbt Ct:mtlt\eft of vUtble, tlmetlontoe ot the ty~tem bllt 

they U'f· Alao 4apa'bl• ot ·4~ intemal. •tmctur• 

ht44ou behtnt1 tba P\lt'O•tlble tumtlonma ot tbe aoc!al 

~tiorut by uatol.dbg the 1nt.Nilt contratU.ction ot tbl 

-qtt.~ [!!Jet· ·c~e tbe veJ!1 nature ot prevaltnt 
• I' ' 

GPlolt.UYe t.<l~1oa1 tON• ...-nt~ tor prov:l.4!Ds 

· tu~~eo to the enat1ng mode or produots.on ant1 etate. 
fbeJ' baUd altemaU.ve etructune)ma reeoutnct the · 
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!i• ~-lid~ lai_.l 
M a logical ~«tenaiors or the above britt 4Ucl:llston 

on ~IV .a. t.ta role l.l1 ~tag the co1l$et1•• actlont 

or peoplt on.e ·eould o.J'ttQe tbatl the structural condit1anlt 

prodUct ot a a:teeUt.a economte bY• end 1te idtBOl.os1oa1 

formt, .P1'04uce a c~ trpct of Ueolos1 and oorntspondilla 

eoU.eoUve r•apouen •. It ·~it~W either be cbattge orientld. or 

.,._ eonaeWlDa. 
llplottatlve base ana its aup.,...structure pro4uce a 

81fltem ot wper-or41nat1an • mibol\U.MUon rmttonald.»> u 

a~ess1,., man1teste4 Sn a. partlou.tar 1d.n4 ot espectt4 

·COU.eetift N&Pf)nleJ pel'Cept!.Otl oft aots.Ye lrJteNOticm vitb 

a4. t.ntarventton 1ll wch n ecn41t1on coupled vltb lnten.l 

C!ObttmUotlon of the 111tem d.rlve tbe oppres11C1 Ml4 aplolttd 

pttopl.e to repl.ace tbe a,atem b1 a htlber rom ot ratlonality 

&.e. a etotem baH4 on Gqua11ty u .a neeese1vt contt.nu.d 

produoUvt laboUI', uqub£.Uon ot kml4edse through praettoe 

and ltal CotlO.,~tlon into tbGozaleG enabl• tbe ttXP1o1te4 

, people to paap tbe cO'ntradltito:7 natun ot the IJ'It• baled 

OD e.'Q)l&llitatton, aM they aequtn clue con•elouanes• &D4 

form theb oe cla!s t.deolOSY sa4 a.ltematlve l4eolo81cal , ..... • -~eo1t1e to aoota1 mvteeDte, this ltleot.ogy of 

·~ people first generates a speo1t1o kh4 ot conoctlvtt 

'bella~, with irlterelt and ~tattona wbtch glves birth 

to an o:rs~•tlon. ~11th o~1zat1011 in opuatlon com~ 



' 
ftJi.ourf tOI'f!JS Of ~gle wbieh UO indlcotorl Of wrl.OWJ 

r~r=e ot eoci&l oonseioutmoas or the peopl• 111'101~_] 
OrgsntsaUonal. eoUeeUvt cob:tU.zat1on resultiDg 1n a 

l!OVemmtt bdnse tbe coneequectt/cmd (See Figure t). With 

~ ·modUtcatlone• sooW 110vemtmte tor 118\em cbarlge 

tollov tbla dosl8D.. ttowever it ia not only the 118tea 

ow.atm 'but auo tte svtte conaervtns eo11Getive 

mobUlaatlons tatd.DI term ot movameot1 tbat are baited aD4 

roottd tn e. eorta.in 14eo1ogr, lt to s.n tb.le ecm1a ~bat a 

aoelf4 movtllllet is a coUectlve torm of 1deolo31o~ 

aovem.ed tm~t.Vavecte4 social acttona. ~aoct.a.1 
movement, thUII, it a ooU.ecUve,orsMl•ed and au.etairll4 
tom. ot 14eologtcallq gov.mt4 col.1eet1ve aoolal action 

atreetat ·to\fUd. a aes1nt1 soalt Ideology obrmgea tbe Vf'A7 

nature ot soelol/co11ect1ve acts.ou • tor U&f!lPl•t vto1enoe. 
Violeee agatnat the eltploitott people 11 a aoeial aotton 

and is ~ted aoeordtng to tbl i'U1tfig clan 14eology1 

wtJU.e tho v1oltnc• &.satnlt the ~ elaos 1e n18o a 

couacuve soe1G1 action am 11 expected accordin& to the 

liiOlidDs class 14eolos1.. flus ldeology st.ves tUtferen~ 

JDOanf.Dgt to tbo .-. eoUecUve eoeta1 aetlons-;) P~ my 

con'eot UDtl~etamtng or 14eo~ and eocial movemtntt, lt 

la extremely ~t to grasp tbll 41aloottoal nlatlo'll•· 

ship between ozpected. end ~te act10fte. What 11 

ungpecte4 tor the ru.1.1ns ewe 1a apeoted tu tbe wrldq 

ota!JSt M4 What la expected for ~ ela.ss, 1s unupeot.s 

te tl'le wortd.rls class• 
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t:a., ldliJIU 114 ~~igza: uR' l19l?WMUSJI 
ClbbUieatioll genaraU?' takee plaCe 1n t¥0 phases • 

pbate t foU~t1 by pbaM u. In phase t mobUiaats.on u 
•e to cbaJmeUH thO unontn.nl.Hd oo11eottve bebaVioUr 

uto a o~dsed. conecttve beba\fiourt VbUe in pbue II 
- ~ 

-there 11 mob1UzAtlon .of organised collective ~hav!.oar Ia 

· the sbape of a mottemett.t to aotd.ere the respootive soat.::J 
P't:laae t· may again start in tvo forms. Ftratl.l',. 

ln1tialtm of mo'blllaat!on to generate tU.aeeut diseontet, . 

indlGDatton am senao ot prot•ot. Or eacondlY, mobWaattcm 

to cbatmolU.ae alreadt geeatee, ;ret unorganbtA, aut.mg 
dlsrst, dlcecat•t• lntl&8Dat1ol'l, lftteN!t (Upacto.t10D, dtt• 

to J.Dtemd. eoatrcdletlon ot tl» stru.eture, into an org&D1ae4 

coUootlvo bOhavtour. HOVevft, sometU.t t!ObWmaUon foYt 
movement t'B7 start Witb. phase a, when tilt 111cro-1eve1 

tmO!'llaaiaed eoUeeUve behaVioUr ts ~ oraaniat4 unde 

. the ~oo ot wrloUe teetors. ID pbale rt organutld 

eoll.eetlve beba~ 1s mobill.H4 into concrete, wll• 

4tn.mtd tom or· mobut.aatton reaulUDI tn 110vement to 

ac~e'Ve the respective soals. 

J'or an UD4ol's~s ot tbe operative part of tht 

e.bOVo two pbasos and the role of 1doology, n dlecuseion e 

tbe two 1erers or mob111ae.tion 1.e. rd.ero• atld tnael"'-1evels 

or mob1U£nt1on, 1~ Jleode4 to see hoV the two are related 

and unltett by 1doo1oaleal obJe<ltlvea. 

CJu.cro•1~ mobUisatt.on cmerauy · starts as diaseDtt 

t.lltl protest to~ ~te OOolledc, eoial, or poUt:l.eal 

p1evnnees at loeal level om· _, g~ asmut• ~ce 
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b1 ~rdN lto bate ana onc1 appeal bt (i.) Unk.S.ns vith 

ot-lleJ- at.ero-mobWzaUont or aild.la:r tmtuNt aiJ4 (t.1) by 

eatabli8biDB a detlr4W or general Unlt with a macro• 

i4oo1ol?t \~blob envtaasea a macro-1•-a. domtmmt torm or 

mobWaation~ lt 1• tb1• domlnat t01'11 of 110bllbatloa 

wblch provtt!fUJ a wltler ba.l.e ad aceepteace to mS.cro­

mo'bUhatf.OM. ot COU.eet1ve aet1on1 by 11nld.ns them vltb 

raero-mobWsat1on/macro•ideo1o81 ·ror tbe attelnment ot 
1denueal objoctlves tmd noa:t. Bovever, mtcro.mobll.batlon 

mQV ·.etts.rt u ·put ot the on.gomg 111.Cn»•rttobU1at1on/Jaaco• 
tdeoJ.otnr 11bloh p1"0'VU.e tbem vitb a PWIPOCtlve to analJ'Ie 

tbe td.tuatlon 8rOUft4 thtJD in a particular way lm4 get 

ln~at1on hom tb.e mob1Uza.t1on tn other parts. 

[}tacro-mob1Umtlon, .tn a aen••• :I.e tbtJ cumulatlWJ 

~t ot 1tltntka1 unspected/erpeote4 collective o.ctlons 

at the mloro l<W'ol,. thrOusb vhlob exlattna baae and tooia1 

ntations ei~ aoqu~~~~&ntase or the old 'beUGts are 
etnmgtheftetlt 10 tbat tbo ayate ic· Gltber replaced . by a 

tt•atMa tom ot WeolOStcal rat1onalitr or Jtatus qUO u 
atdntaiD.L) 

ldttology, u 4S.eouas«J earlie, plays a cruof.al role 

i:D ~bUJ.zatton. tt is tbe ideology Which· evtcas·•• 

a gftDl 4etdgn ot mae~b1l1s&tion of eollectlve actions 

cd.tber to ebange the enettag syate cn:- to conoerve tt. ADd 

· tbta ~-de~ ot mobUiaat1on produces a dcm1n&11t ron 
ot ~~~ibtUzat1on a.t maero .. 1evel aa ideology nqulrfaent. 

~t form of mobUuatton 11 also enriched. by idenUcal 

IJGCUlC•t4eolostoall¥ ·govern_, tOJ"'Mf ot prote1t etJ"UUglea 



emergf.Ds from mtc~level unexpected/expected ooUectS.v-e 

actio~ 

u 

(!b.e grand.clesSgn or· maero-mobU~S.t~on ia the result 

of the eognttton ot reel1t7 ttl general at macro·level. 

Cogntt:Lon ,of . realtty ot the totelltyimrolves ideological 

perception .of soeiel., economlc, voltt1cal ~ cultural . 

reaUUes in their diverstty at macro•lev-~ Nov the task 

of the ideology is to see bov these Halities are inter-, 

.llrlked an4 lntel'depent.ent on ~be one band, an4 to establish 

a oounectlon between these 1d.eologioal f'Ol'rna 6114 the 

existing eeonord.o base, on the other, so that a macro• 

strategy tor a macro-mob:l.U.aatton could be evo1'fG4• fh1s 

task of establistlf;cg definite linkages among various 

reaUtleBJ f'orrnlng e macro•strategy of mobiltzationt and 

evo1v1n.g a dominant f'orm of mob1liat1on, ts poaslble onl3' 

on ttl$ baSis ot ideolog!cal perception ot tb& existing mc»de 

or production ~ the corr.espondlng production and sooial 

rel.atlona~ 

Jlr tnstanee, a particular ideology t in the context 

of peaeant mobUi.ation, takes into e.eeotm.t the existSDs 

doml.naat cbara.ctQ' of agrarian structure and relations end 

cbaraeter or state., . Mow, the ideolosr Will rormu.J.ate a 

genenl strategy to deal with the existtng maero••1tuation 

iB this regal'd• Wbllo do1rts so, tbe tdeotou takes tnto 

aocount the strrmsth of t4eolog1ca1 tOJ"ma; state, 

at'tmtnt.atrattve tnhastructure and poUetes or the state 

.t:m(l tomulatea 4omtnant rom at mob111zat1on. It does tb.ia 



luJ.fl.p.ing tn vlew the various apparatuses of control ot the 

pollq ontorc.t.ns agency • tba state • to counter lts cloml.nant 

ldeoloQ', eod.e of ezplo1tat1on QJld: oPP~eBs1cn to overthrow 

the porsiateneo of a specific r.44e ot prot!uctioft and class 

ctomt:natton. fben the: ideology and domtr.mrst form of mobUiza• 

Ucm are to confront a apee1tlc macro•a1tuat1on \ilhlah 11 

eomprisett of various 1d•nt1cal mtcro-aitua.tione. However, 

it 1s it;lOrlalt to not. that the bomoSenetty in 14eoloctoal. 

ap[Jroach v.ltb respect to diversity 1s potslble because or 
tb~ dod.nerlt moro-c'tlare.oter or state, eeonOQY, and soclet,y 

duo to the perotstenoe of a spoe1tlc ton ot elUI domtftation. 

ro fJX'Plalri the o.bcve, we may take some concrete 

aenples. 
~r tnatanoo, an ldeolomr with :respect to peasant 

movement at maero•lrtel cay conceive thatl "b1gcest single 

problem 11'l the NNJ. areo.s at present la the crash !n prtees 

ot aencultural pl'Oduoes ospoe1all1 or o~erotal cropa but 

.&leo of fOod crams.~. tr wo are not able to win remunera~vt 
prieos to'f' tbe agrlcul:t"ur&l products, the entire Nre.1 

econot:¥ WUl be ee1884 by a crtet.a the maen:t.tw!e ot wbteb 

attocts au aeotlono or the peasantry 8ftd the vldest 

!'110b1U.aatton 1s possible 1n the otrug~le for remuneraU.ve 

prices•, aa a result or which •ratr p:rieo tor the crops 

became the ma3or demtmd or the pen~&~~t movement ill 

·p:raet1oall.J' w-ery- ctate• (A.t.K.,c. ceet1nc1 l9SJI ?~). 

tn tbe above quctatton, e. maoro•poalt1on baa bMD 

mcpout'l4e6 Vlth respect to tho direetlon of peasant movement 

1n the oountl'Y so a whole, It is evident that accord!Dg to 



tbe above ~poatuon.Gl,e domt.tmnt dlreat1on ot the 

pea!Ollt rm'bU1atton at macro-level would be to tteb111se the 

pooeants on tlle queet1on ot remunerative prie• wbl~h bas boen 

ident1flo4 as the 'blsaent single problem' but the target 

GI'OUP of the mobUlaatta would be tbe landed aantry wbO can 

produce CtUJh crops and ba.vte onotlfJh surplu& to sell!] 

Row the .toeuoa ana. approach to the uttues are cltazt. 

From tblc the ctomtnr.mt tom of tt.ObUlr&ation will et:l~e,, 1ft 

order to ..-ne tbis proeosst we hnve to sao what the actual 

· goal S.t tbat this ldeolop 1ntonde to achieve. Tbb UleolosY 

ttetks to atab11tb People's Democracy tn India llhere tbe 

bollrneotsle vt.ll alao omre power 1n the atnte. It , 
cbnnetertsea the tn41tm stete u nuthor1ta:r1e.n am pl'Ot!JOnopo!v, 

encouraaoo b1 us £!nperttd.t•• to achieve thlo eoe.l• the 

14tolo§ bas ada.Pted n peacetul, pat-l1am&nt9.!7 patb to 

eetablteh soc1att.cm. tbWJ, the 4omtnant rorm of peasmt 

mobUtzatton \d.U nl~ be in accort!anee 111'th the sool/ideology, 

en4 peaemlta v1l1 be moblllaGd GD4 orswced 1n open, loga.l 

botU.es, through legal ceans avo141ng anr optm eontnmte.ttce 
w1th tho state mao.htru!l'J'• Svolution ODd attoption ot a npecltl.t5 

domttumt tom ot mobWaat1on, th'ua, S.a to bo located S.n the 

c1at:s c~te ot the 1deolo81. fbe class tw.ats ot en 

16~ largely abGpes tbe tol'mt ot mobt11zatio'n to md.t 

tbe iftterests of the re£Jpoot1ve el.Ua. 

Bov, cODtrory to thO above POiitton. an 1deolosv vbtcb 

c~tGr.loos the Intien maoro-situatioD in terms ot ••• 
teudtd~ GDd semi•ooloaialim:l, ~ tha eompratior bovgeo1sie 

atl bla lan61orda are in control of the countzy• a economte, , 



soctel, poUt1081 tm4 cultural attalrs, soeke to estabUsb 

now »omoeraay • Aeeordlt!g to th1a macro..poM.tion. the mill 

dtroctton of peasant movtcent will be to mobilize and orsan1me 
aar1cultun11abou.rers m4 poor peammta first, for they 

oon•tltute the leading revolutionary terce because ot thou 

location sa tho produot101'1 vrocatut, !b1e ideology, 1n order 

to acb1eve tha goal l•e• utnbliabaent ot new llomoeracy, 

ro3onts the peaeotul· parl.1emontary path and ad110cates tht 

mob111.at1orl of pe&e8Dts mai.nlY 1ft 1Uegel, underaround bodlea 

to vase a war to overthrow the state tbroU(th armed struggle. 

!btllt the dominar.tt form ot peaiGilt mobU1aation under tbls 

ldeolos1ctll strategy is that ot armt4 · atruscle. 'fhe dO!JS.rJaat 

torm of mobUltation .ls DU!}plemente4 by m111tant matte 

l'et1atQllce moYements urder this New DemocratiC maorowpoe1t1ont 

the adetins contra41cUone that IILdale tm4 ricb peasantt ba~ 

with big lantttorde are utUlaod. tm4 attaf11)tl are mad.e to br!na 

d.46le and neh peaeanta into the alnstream agalnst the big 

l&Ddlord-oompJN.tdcw bo'a.Jtgeot.se rulJ.n; al.Utmce w:xtw the · 

rwolut1olml7 ~entterttbip ct the tmmt41ate produ.eera. 

fbe. :c:ost important feature t4 tbe poncant mobiltzat1ona 

~ the period of our sturW is tbtlt thv 'tiM'S addressed to 
. ~ 

.. a fUture soct.otr tm4 &!mod either at revolution or mert allmge 

in politiC~ authort t:r w.l.thoUt at\7 cbanae 1n clas• compos1t1cm 

'WLtb respeet to state ·power ODd vere roottd 1ft one or the other 

4etWtc ldeolog. ftwso peaaaat mobUiaations were guldecl by 

varloue t4eolog1es to DObillze peasanta/rural mas1u tor 
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ac~ certain long•tem goals • es.t• to drlve out the 

British pl'.{lsienl.ly or to e$tabUeb peoples' revoluUo~ 

autbor.t·tr \fbero not onlr Brtts.sb S.'mper1olJ.o.m vou14 be dr1vm 

out bUt loml1 GKPlolter.t, too, .,.~ bG elf.tntmte4 (PJ"e•l94f) 

and to overthrow Congress regime (post-194?) • ldsolollla of 

ttese peasant mob1Ueations bad the~ apoelflo tO!IItJ ot 
-.b1Uzat!on . nrtGCtmg the oo11ect1ve actions ill tl1e1r Olll) 

•• 
Jutl31Yla troD the 1/Uioue SJ\tm,Jretattone OD4 empt.ncal 

evifience avo11ab1e t.t eculd be argued. that· petu!at mobWzat1on 

k1 thta pGrlod took place wttbtn tbe two eontendiag tradittono. 

vhl.ch Clra.v an 14eologicn1 ti1v141ns Un• betwen the ·varioul 

peatlllllt, mob1U~~&t1ono in tbte per:l.oll. fhelle ~tt.one Cllll 

be cbareetmsetl aGt 

a) ~be tra4f.t1cn of controntat:tont ad 

"' !be tracU.tion or co1lo.b0rat1on ontt lenol path,] 

A) ~t.lAI. It· 9Qifmltlt1fli 
Ran3it Guba (lDSS) elaborating oft tba nature of muss 

resistnllee in· t1oloni01 ·rndta blgbltgbtl: •tho contr1butiGD nnde 

by tho poop1o on thtd.r ow· • l,e. Snt\ependentlq ot the elitt 

to ·the ~ and development or w.· ( Indlan) nattonaltsm• 

. (i l9sa 1 3)• (!:tm•s tunanaentaJ. tbeste ta tbat there 1I8ft 

t\1'0 parallel. "atreame or domains or poUt1ce tn Itld1a • 

•eu.te poUttca• and the •polJ.tios of tbe people', tbe letter 

.s not onl1' tautonomouat wt "One or lts invariant features 

. wa.s a notion or rosifJtnno.e to eUte 4om1tat1on" (• 1982· 11 6)• 

Ueny times maeaes mb1U•ed by the. e~te to tiBht tor tbOtr 



cnm objectlvea IIIIIIUlied to bresk _., troa their eon~ 
(i-~~·f!$r~·l]l G),. ttrhe co-ext.atenea of thet!Ja tvo 4oma1na or 

st!'flam! was the index ot .;n 1mportant historical truth, that 

1st the taUve or tbe Indian bovgoo1aie to apeak tor t!Mt 
·.-_ 

nat10t1• (~~"Jl9S2t f.;) • 

Launcbifts a f'nmtnl attack on ellte bf..atortoerap~, 

·ouba mpbG.o1ae~• "The bankruptcy of this feUto) blstorio• 

araptq 1a ele&rJ¥ exposed Vben it is calle4 upon. to aplatn 

·. UU.Cb pbmomena as the ariU-Rowlatt upsurge ot 1910 am4 tho 

QuLt lndla Ucr:tecent ot 1942 • to name o~ tvo ot tbe numerou~ 

1nfttlllC81 ot pepul.ar 1!4t1e.Uve aasertmg itself in the oourse 

ot nattonaUn cnmpt.dQnl t.n det1ano• or abacmoe of eUte 

cont~oJ.. nov .can sucb one-s1de4 an4 bUnkered td.etoriopnpl\1 

help uc undei'atend the profound cUsplacemen.t Vhtcb made CbaUri­

ObaUra or the mtlltaot aemcmatrat.ione ot tJ0114aritst vtth RIB 

rmtin&ON potJslblef" ( _--~-~fo• 3). 

ldeologlcal roota ot Guba' e argument could be traced 

back to ~~.n •. noi wbo 1n his ortgtml ilraft ttuts1s nbm.t.tttd 

to the Second qongreae or the tb1rd tntenatlonal ( 1920) bad 

ld<mt£f1eil "ln ~ eountl'tee e~paeta117 tn In41a•••" •two , 
d.tatiftot movemcto ••, one as the "bol.irseo1• 4-.ocratt.c 

nattonaltet movement with o. p:rograllme of po11tlea1 1n4epeD• 

4«Joe"' and thll other' as the •mad aetlon or tbe l;~t aat4 . 

poor poo.tv.mts nnct workero. Tbe tonne!' endeavoured to control 

the latter 0!14 often w.ceted$d to n certain •tmt but it 
vou14 be a mltta:ke to a.snu~e tbtlt the 'bourrseois nat1onalilt 

movmn•t exprastJes tbe sontimenta anti aspirations or tt. 

eeeral population• ( o. Adb1kari., I 'i 7 1 ; t B 1 ) ~~ 
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tnfluencod by Roy, the tlldtan e~ote populartae4 

the •renr ot tbo mnst:'GS tneor.r• utt\or the tntluenoo ot fblld 

llltema.tkmal in the· tl'drt1es end later by R,P, Dtstt. '!'ear 

ot the maeaet thoory bas reeentlY been stated nsa:Ln 1n tbe 

· tXmt«<t of pensant lllOveman.tt by A.n. t>esal ( 1979) • !he 

$G.scmt1a1 61tterenc• botwea tbl Roy.CUba thesis an4 tbe 

•tear ot the tl!Ussec• tt1e017 la that instead of tdantU,iJ18 

t:uu parallel ~vomtnte Of' atnama or domains or utagonutic 
ol,Qasos, tbio theol'J ld.gblt6htl tbt cU.vtcton betweeD 

*rwolutlonnry Ccmgl'$11 t"a.esu• and "boureeole ntom.et 

leadership", Accordinl to tbls approach 4\1ll•w1'ttl4 bUt 

•l'eWJ1uU.ontUT mauo.,- were "pressed tnto •~moe• tor 
auen elnaa interests tmtt wore tlenie4 the oppoJ'tu.nitJ" to mka 

revolution by eaJ"etully ll.O.rnestlng them to eon~t-oUe4 toftlD of 

etrusclee (J:Jelnl, 1970). Aooordtag to thO inherent logl.c ot 
the tradltlcn. of controntetton1 the revolutionary character· 

of pessantc mnUeat·SJ 1n r&Volta, rebellions, ln~ts.ona. 

d6f11ng the ctttctal Une am. tatd.rJs independet lu1t1attvea 

vbmev.- potJI1b1e• Kathlee Oougb ( 19?4) Vl'itills OJi tba 

poaoant uprs.dnsa 1ft IllAta obtJerved that au oT the peatm~~t 

flrft>1ts eec .to mvo oceu.rred tm4er eondlttons ot Nlative 

4GPrlvat1on. Gough (~ ~D74 ... ) notes that peasant uprtetnge 

"alSo tW'!P1Y 1llustrato6 the ~ble organle1og ab1Uttel 

or the peasantry• UW!r potonUal dt.ectpUne om aoUdnr1ty9 

thef.r dottmntned ml11tnncy in opvoslnG trnpor1allem tm4 

fXPlof.taUve class relat1ons, tbe!.r inventiveness and 

potent1bl =.utal? prowess ·and thtd.r o.sptrattona tor a more 

demccraU.e nn4 e:;QUtar1all aoc1etr. The more tmprosa111e 



upnoitlss also 'ShoW that even b India, wtwN lllter-

etbrd.e strife ban produCed some or the moat trat;lo modem 

holocausts, peatJSftts are capable ot cooperatirlg in clue 

stNSclel eoroa8 caste, roUglone and even lJ.ngulstic 11noa 

. to re4ress thef..r common artovC&Dcea•. 

18 

tho prog~ ot peasant mobUiation baafld on tbe 

Ueolotll' ot tbe tratit1on of controntnt1on vas execute«! not 

onlY by varlout organtaations ln &.fferent pGrlods, wt 
often tb1n pve.dip wee followed. by peaSSDt maseea 
~entl,y def)'Jtc the oftic1r4 linea or tbe central 

I 

uobllUSDu oraaoU&tta J.mto1voa. tt is lJGJ)ortaDt to note 
\ . ·• ' 

at tld.a 3uneture that ort.tani.Jational].y the : 

paradlQm of oontrcntat10D vas uphald and put into praot1ce 

ae conscloufJ 1deol.og tor peasant mobtl1aat1on tra1nla attar 

1947 by 1-!arJd.•t-LGD!ntlt ~ and otber ll'OUPI beg1.nn1Ds 

with Etxo.lbarl.- Tbe f·Iarxtet-Leninilts dJ.tfeJ'ed with thfJ 

OPt and CPI(ll) em the question ot the nature of society end 

the ebarocter or state and thuo on the qnutton or strategy 

8IU! tactics of I't'ldian revolutlon. Bovewr, before 1947, tM 

pal'adi«m ot eontrontatt.oD as eonse1ous ideolo8Y tor peasant 

ttobUlation was n<!opte4 aDd pract1se4 by the loOal leadel'lbt.p 
-

· ot the united CP! t'luJ1t1S the ttel.enscma armed struaelo also 

wblob we 'VJ.U dtacuas 1n o. separate chapter. 

ror Our; pu.rpoeo, lt 1.1 onsential to note tbat tl'tU'iftg 

tho perl.DU of 0\lP etu.dy (10174) the paradt.p ot eonrronta­

ticn was aesertetl and followed for peasant mob1ll18tion ot.l 

-two level.s.-\!_1rttl3t it vae praetlsed aa the spontaneous, 
yet ~onsc10'Uit tndepondent 1n1tlat1ves of peasant Dtaaaes G1ld 



loeal.latl<l1ess agntnat the po11o1es ot tbe collaboratlonllt 

peG.SSftt orswzattons enti tbelJ:~ leaderttbf.p and cballens«\ lD 

tboir own wa,a t~ nuthortt:r or thG local uploitatS.ve classes 

a:a4 loadenbip ot the oolla'borat1oniat oqanlaatlons vbf.ch 

al..,a ~bt to resolve the tssues th:rOuSh subtd.eaton, 

CotllPromlae, 1mllate:ral withd:rawal. and 1egalit1--_~ !be 

parad1£m of controntat1on was retlected lo t.he pen80Jltat 

un.~ted. eoUeotlw actloDs when they d.etted the dlc~ntea 

ot tho cenu-al ors®tzation t.m4 leaderald.p en4 4ev!att4 t1011 

the upocte4 path. Tbts te evtaett in ttuaeroua peasant 

mobWeatlone latmobetl by t1ondb1, Congre~s. ttimm Gabba an4 

tb.e c~lsta. PeaS8Z'ltG tool« independent 1n1ttat1vea aM. 

delle<~ the oxpeotat path ifl. the 194.9 Quit lndta t!onmant, in, 

CbaV1. ~. 1n the psnsant rovolt ot Oudh ot earl.V eoa aad 

dnr!ns tbt tebbaga movemon.t • to name a rev. HoVG\ter, the 

p&.r14t.8tn ot controntatJ.on 't1!B.'Y not bave alva,oa beaD a 

eonoctoue ewn idooloSY • rather often lt we a epontaneau 

rtJGetion remlltlns from ftt.-eme up1oltat1ve existential 

conditions SUi coUClborattonlat poUcies ot tbll orga.nlzatlona. 

fht.s epontMeous reactton sboV8d tba interest ot tbe people 

to cbt.mge the dtuatton aDd. tlad potentlal to take tom ot a 

detitd.te olaas ldeol.oiY. 
(!e001l411, thts p~ \fll.S, adopted 1n practice by 

oartnln orsanlzat!on! consctouslF to eob111ae poaannts to 

acbleve HV01ution• fhlD ws done t~et dUrl.ng the i'elengarm 

.,veraent., novevv lt was the post-47 period that marked the 

end of .tho ora ot epontanolty aftd the beglnnirlg ot tbe era 

of orsatd.aaUoft 1ft tbis regal'd, atartina with Daalbarl 



petlfm'l\t mova:acmt;) fbese orgM1aations sought to 110bUile 

poasents throUgh revolutltmary class an4 aUiteat I!Ui 

mobWzationl atU1 WOQltl not hesitate to atlopt Violent mean• 

or atruse1e wbOnever neoeeMUT. tn tact, the armed pu.mmt 
l'es1atat'lce am straselo we tbo domtnaat tom ot · atrusalAt 

tor tbese orsant.aat1ona.,. ttaxalba:rl peaseat movement or 1967 

cmd 1\lbt:~e<tQant peommt movements 1n ~ Kherl, Mt.lsabar1, 

Snt~, Debra Oop1btdla'UJ)ur1 Dbo~ under the leadership 

of cPI(t&) are· tbe notable peasant movethltJ vbloh took plac• 

wLtbi.n the trad1t1on ot ool'ltrontation• 

b) lliSl&i&sm at QQlJ.tliaDU.Jm4 ,f.ulls .l!atb 
WbU.e the JrJW1 empmata of the trnd1tton of eonh'onta. 

tton bae been on Violent ravolut1onarJ ola.se atrug~le o:n4 

D11itaat ~ movements 01'1(1 armed atrugQle as tbe dod.Mtlt 

· torm or mob1Uzat1ont ~ eas6niial tbrwllt ot !tiie tradition 

of collaboration and l~al path is on non•vtolenoe and 

pressure atrugslee through 1esn1 moans. For tbe trad1tiot1 

ot coUaborat1on tbe Britlab rule occupim the aU povertul 

eentro.l poiJition for any peasant mobllistion 4ur1ns the pre-

4'1 podod• 'fmre emerged a theory of collaboration to tight 

coltmtel ~ lnVolvlna all agrarian class~ All :tar aa tb8 

ltftlgg1e agat.nat the eEPlo1tat1on byloeal. teu4allorde WI 

QOncemod, tb1e Vat' done tbrouch legal battles seokitag 

eonctuan1cna from llr1t1eb rule, that too tar rtch tfrlatltli 

vbo ba4 ecocomtc eontl"at11tlon 'td.tb the bigger laD41orda• 

!be tftl61tt0n of COllaboration aM legal path emerged. 

essentlollr out of tbe 1dtoloeY or anti .t.mperlaUa u 
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olnsa etm.ns1e Qllt1 unity of au elasne theories. Biptn 

Cban~ (1979) an a4voea.te or such a paradlsll, staten 

• •• • tb! antt ~rlaU.at movemen~ ctl4 not mere]~' 
•exploit tm poossnta' ease stronsth or p.·. lac• 1u 
tcteJtaet at tho comana ot the bqtlrgeo1Sle or 
m14ale o1asaes ••• It npl"'JOJ'lt.ed tO a cortatn 
extent tho ant1Colonla1 wtan11tn ot t• peasantry. 
'.toroover. t S.t ~· not.aa U .the peasantry nnd ltl. · 
~vmenta are. •uttualdt by tbG national leader-
lid.». or or vote toacrlftctd..' at the Gl.tu of 
natlona11ttm• trational1Sm ~ed arouse the 
poammt. acc1 awakGn htm to bls ow neooe,. aemamta, 
.imd .... abovoaU. · .. · · ·. tbo PQSttlb1lltY'. or an e.cts.ve role 
Ln soei61 Gild peU.t1CG1 development• CSM-48)• 

.~-"' L SW8mL Sabs~a, lode or tbe Xisan rabbat end Acbarya 

Narendra »eva, touruter ot Klann Sabm and a soo1a11et 

ideo~, w.-e or the nrm opint.cra tbnt there should. be no 

oontWt ~ vnrlous e.c•annn classes. A~a dtclu.S 

tbat •our ttlilk todq ts to CU"l7. the Wbole pea.aant17 v.l.th 

Ulfw C194fit46LJ. Like tho sootaltsts rmtt tbt Conoress, the 

oo.m~cte al.oo took praetleal]l' the same ld.eolo31Ca1 

poalt1on ae ta.Jo o.a pea.saat moblllaatton dur1fta anti Brit1ah 

CntAPaisn vne eoacernG4 (Aleftt 1961t OotmMmt l!J&'!) • 

Bowsver., ncb t«ltUlta vere mobWaed tor tmtl•teu4al 

ttrusslo by pttilta p:resoures on ttut nrt.tt.eb rule to cbange 

laws .tn. tav011r' or tenants. TbtJN woN two tta.in theHS 

adYatlced by 'tbe upbo1ders or this tradlttont 

1. that peasanta tWi not question at all tbe 
• 

UM10r4• o rl«ht to btlfe a a bare 1n tho produce but wbat 

ths;v were not ready to pay wa• -.. than tbe lecaUr 
attputata4 sbal'e (BunU. sen, 'JSSO;.s~~t~~ ~fl1 ). 



Guob a 'fl.rOl16 notion abOUt peasants• conto1ouaese and 

c1nso e~tf.ord .. et thosto was obviouall' the result or tbe 
~ and 

class balls ot tbf!Se orgatd.aat1onfJ/eausl4 continued milery, 

aptoite.t1on tmd oppression or imtdiate procluoert eve e.~tor 
the COt"P1ottoD or the larser eauae. The most tmportmt 

cbare.ctortstl.c of mob1Uzat1.on Ut'Jder this tradition wu that 

1t ws tenants w.ttb enough .tm1>lua Who wre mob111Hd ill the 

~ ot pea801'1t movement. fb.e actual produoere reained 

Ul"U1tfocted. fhG ttaira, lardolot, Ohamparan, Bakabat !lQvement 

&Del the fabbaga movement to name a f'ev are the typical 

aettpl.es ot tM peasaDt mobU1za.t1on U\mcbld undor tbla 

trad1 ttoD. Uhcm.ever paaeonta took lndepanaent ift1t1at1v.a 

aJ1d resorted to vtolenoe; Consroae, Gendhl-1 soolaUsto and 

c~s all v£tb4rew ·their support. [f!. traditton ot 

coUabOratton tm4 lGSa~ path reSUlted in 4ebac1t ot 
PGClaDtm41pa4 Camr>a.lsnt OW:lh K188D rlains, V.oplah r&bel.Uon1 

felqtn\Cl movament, tJB.ilfrdbaJ.'i upr1tflrlg r...:... a few aeons ~ 
inetan.cej;) 

In the pr~l947 J)ertod, nU clrutseo theorr to tight 

the e~tB~ ~ •bad become tbe matter ot P011t1ea1 

ezpotilencv1 wbUe in poet 1947 Jn4ta pnper promlles 81\4 small 

61vldva concessions llBG 'be(l()I'Je the matter of pol1t1ea1 

apecU.~ (Go~£en, 1988). However, in poat 1947 petod 

Bhoodan O~M movement octerud.b]¥ etlOJ"6ed as an 

eltomattte to both thO trndi ttont~ but ultlmatel,- lt too 

proved to be a GJ'Sta eonserv1tlg force (no ltukho_.31, 10181 83)• 

AttGr l.a47 • there wa.s no qucu~t1on ot Cong"ss 

mob1Usbls peasants as 1 t bad ac~~tw'ed ltJ aonl 1.e. dr1v.t.D8· 



out the external. enet!tf'.. novever. as a. matter or post 1947 

poU tical expediency Congress party lfh1ch bad now assumed the 

governmental respons1b111t1es, dld enact Zam1nda.r1 Abolition 

Act and introduced the Land Reforms policy. But 1ron1call.Y. 

these tneasurao wel'e considered as • sentimental gains• . end. 

.again went m ta.vour ot non-cultivating rural gent1.7 and the 

actual tUlers • poor peasants and egrleul tural workers • 

remained eaonomLcal.l.v 1 soetal.l.y as they were before 1941 

(Joshf..t 1974; Erik Stokest 197St Srinivast l9i0, 1990) .• 
. ) 

The soe1austs tn the post 1947 period remained 

inactive and openly opposed any peasant mobU1zat1on em 

class lines advocating class collaborationist policies 

(AlGtt'i, 1966), 

AS far as COtnl!lunlats in the post•UJ4' per.iod are 

concerned, except tor CPI(ML) the other two pa.rttes, namel.J'1 

CPI Q.Qd CPI(M) continued to follow tho tradition of collabora• 

Uon end .legal path now os part or their ideology of peacef\11 

transttion to soe1al1mn and their understanding ot the nature 

or soG1ety al\d the class ehara.cter of state. A.l.ong with the 

Congress, they rutbletslJ suppressed the peasant's lndependm.t 

1n1t1aU.ves tor revolutionary movement 1n Nual.bar1 and. other 

places~ 

-the broad ebQraeter1st1c features of the two distinct· 

ideological traditions of peasant mob1llzatt.on ~e present 
I I 

below 1n a tabu+a,r fortllf 
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• 
bael1t1on of' CCl'lt'rontatton Tradition ot Collabomtloli and Legal Path 



Chapter II 

Champaran struggle (1917•18) againGt the European 

Indigo planters lJ"S.S started at a time when the Home Rule 

au1tat1on was at its height in India. It vns also the ttmo 

when the British Government had launched a vigorous campaign 

to recruit Indians into tha British Amy which had created a 
\ 

widespread dissent arrons people (Choudhary, 1979). It was at 

the time of Cbamparan struggle .that the ant1-Br1 tish movement 

had gathered momentum in India. It 1s evident that the struggle 

was the outcome or the realization on the part of Gandhi and 

Congress that the rural masses should be 1nv.olved 1n an 

organized fashion in the anti-British movement. 

Before the appearance of English planters on the scene 

in 1?82 Indigo was b~1ng cultivated indieenoualy tn Ohamparsn. 

By 1850, the profitability or· indigo rose to a point where it 

replaced the sugar industry • The following four different 

aerar1an arraneements involved tba Engl.1sh planter in the, 

eul tivation or lndigoa ( 1) Cap1 talist farming w1 th owersbip 

of land or superior techn!~al rights vesting 1n the factory, 

which got the cultivation of 1rul1go done by hired laboUl" under 

supervision of faetory employees,. This was knovn as Z1ra.att 

(2) the raotol'Y as proprietor or superior tem,1re 'holder"" 

leased out land to tenants on condition that they cultivate 

indigo in three Ka.ttabs per begha. ot their leased. lands; the 
' 

factory would supervise cultivation and crop cu1~1 this 

system was known as ase.mt.war or tinkathie., (3) the factory 
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entered into agreement with ryots who vere not tenants of the 

Company (Kb:Ushld)J (4) the ta.etory itself leased in lands from 

its own ryots ~d cultivated indigo under its own supervision. 

The rust two were the prevalent arrangements, of whieh the 

Unkathia S,.stt;m!. vas the more pel"f'a81ve form in practice 

(MUkherl11 l983t so>. 
The ryots umer the ttnkathi~ system r18bt trom the· 

beginning, resented the cultivation of 1nd1go, not only 

because the cultivation process was repul.s1ve, but also 

because of the compulsion to cultivate 1t at unremunerative 

rates and under oppressive and unveloome supervision by the 

factory starr, Who also forced illegal exactions out or the 

tenants. In addition, non•legal customar,r extractions 

(abwabs) were also levied from the tenants 1n a manner 

s1m11ar to that ot Indian la.ndlorde (l-fukherj11 ~ ! 60) • 

It is important to note that much before the struggle 

was started by Gandhi in 1917, the pl1gbt or tryotst had 

attracted the attention or the ProVincial Congress Comm1. ttee. 
In his presidential address at the annual conference at Bihar 

Pro'V'1neta1 Congress Comittee held on 10 April ·19141 Babu 

Br13 Kiabore drew ~he attention of delegatest 

•vmtever sood the plantgs m:leht have done, 
their deal1ngs 'With the ryots have brought 
about a serious agrarian situation and they 
have resulted in a considerable suffering 
SDd tn1se17' to the poor. snd deteneel.esa 
villagers, tt is well know tbat the ryotst 
allegations against the planters, which have 
been held by the courts to be generally wen 
founded, are to the etreot that they are 
bound to execute illegal sathas by methods of 
coercion 1nclud1ng the ~at1tutton of 

1 
vexatious taxes; that tl'Tle. and cesses are 



unlaWfUlly realised trom them and they are 1U• 
treated 1f they attempt in the least to refuse 
col!lP11anee wltb the orders or the planters •••• " 
(Rajendra Prasad• lq55, 66- 61) 

The Bihar Congress Committee passed a resolution demand1n& 

an lnquiey committee to redreas the hardships ot the 

peasantry i.n Cbamparim. The 1916 Lueknow Session ot the 

Ind161'1 National Congress took up the eauae of the Cbampa.ran 

ryots and the folloWing resolution vas proposed and unanimously 

passed on the second dq of the Session• 

"The Congress most respeettull.y urges on the 
Government the destrabili ty ot appolntirls .a . 
miXed eomrrd. ttee of officials a:nd non•offic:Lala 
to 1:nqu1re into the causes ot agrarian relations 
betwe&l) the indigo ryots and the Europeau planters 
1n North Bihar and to suggest retnedies therefor" 
ifi.Jr'laJ~t ,&Q B&l'S.£, Government or Bihar, 

on the praetieallevel, the nots had revolted against. the , 

planters much before the Congress resolutions. "In the 

absence ot the mitigation of their sufferings· to any- extent 

or in any form their mnou1der1ng dissatisfaction rrequentl.T 

round expression in violent protest in 190?..S. The peasants 

at the sathi Faetory and other neighbouring factories stopped. 

the cultivation of indigo and organized an agitation. To 

quell it 19 persons were convicted in November 1908. lear]3 

900 prisoners awaited trial at Mot1har1 under different 

charges, including assaulting the alien planters and ~son• 

(Choudhary1 1979i '227•2B)• 

fhe aetual struggle by Gandhi vas launched 1n Aprll 

1917. Gandb1 started conducting a systematic and 

authoritative enqutr,y into the real nature and degree of 
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. ' 

the sutrer.tng ot the 'Peasants (ryots) at the hands of the 

planters (Rang a and Sahajananda. 19~t 54). When the strtJggle 

took place 1n April 19171 the statements or. more than S,OQO . 
tenants from about 950 vllle.ges in C~aran against 60 

factories of the European planters were reeorded under the 

supervision of Gandhi (Oboud'hal7, 19791 228). But the 

provincial ·Government took !right and ·prohibited ·them trom 

purSUing their enquiries. On their refusal to obey tbla 

prohibitory orders, there arose a crisis, in vbieb the 
. . 

arrest ~d SUbsequent release of' Gandhi W8l'e foll,owed by 

the appo1ntm®t of an enquiry comoi ttee W1 th Gandhi as one 

or its -members (Ranga and Saba.janandat 19?91 64-55)• Gandhi 

explained the conditions and grievances of Champaran eyots 

in his report submt tted for the persual of Mr;. Met~4v, the 

Chief Secretary. to the Government or Bihar,· on l2 l4a;y 19171 

"Indigo ..... may now be defined as an obltgs.t~on presumed to 

attach to the !7ot•s holdtng •.•• under coercion. It is 

inconcelvable that the ryots would agree to an enormous 

perpetual 1ncrea$'e in their rents against freedom from 
. . 0 . 

liability to gr;_w indigo tor a temporary period, Which 

freedom they 'Were strenuouslY fighting to secure and . . 

honourably expeet1ngt, •• ,. Under the tinkathia. system the' 

l"Y"Ot has been ol>Uged to give his best land tor the landlord • e 

crops; in some ~ases the land in tront -ot his bouse has been 

so used, he bas b'een obllged to give his best time atld 

energy also to 1t1 so that very little time has been lett 

. to him for growing h1s own crops - hie means ot livelihood ••• 

Inadequate wages have been pa.1d to the ryots • •. and even 



boys or tender age have been made to work against theU wU1 ••• 

There can be ne> doubt tbat tlle latter (planters) ba~e 1nberited 

a rte1ous system. They With their trained mt.nds and superior 

POstt1on have rendei'ed lt to m exact ectenoe, so that the 

:ryots vould not onl.Y have been unable to raise their heads 

above water but would have sunk deeper still bad not t~ 

govet"l'lt!lent granted some protection. But that t>rotects.on bad 

been meagre and pro'V'ok!ngl)" sloW and has otten come too 1ate 

to be appreciated. by the ryots• (Home (·Pol•) Department) • 

Ryots' demands we:re recognised when tbe Inqutry 

Comittee composed of official nnd non-oft1c1al member& 

submitted 1 ta l."ecommeooatton. The outata.nding features or 
the recommendation wezoe that 'r:Lnkatl:d.n vae to be abolished, 

and Sal"abba$h1 was to be redUced by ao to 28 per cent 1n 

various faetortes. The tenants were allowed to bold their 

lands w1 thout a~ obligation to arow indigo. Proper a1'T8Dge• 

ments to prevent unnecessary litigation between the (170ta) 

and tb& planters ware promtset! by the author! t1e•• On 

29 lf<Wember 1917, Mr. Maude introduced the Cbamparcm 

Agrarian BUl in the. t.egtslati\'e Council ot B1bar amt Orissa• 

The Chmnparan etrugglo reached its tinal atase Vhen the 

Cbamparan Agrarian Act wa~ approved o.nd assented to by the 

Govoernor General or India on 1 t.tq 1918• 

It 

A:nalysing the class character of the Champara:n 

Struggle, Ranga and Sabajantmd (1979 t 56) vrltea 



"'But 3uat as the •a .. litr Coagress agitation 
1e4 by RamesbCbandra Dutt against temporar,y 
settlement, dill not embrace the explo1 tat ton 
·Of our peasantt by ZamtnOara, so also thil 
agitation led by the Mabatrr.a ln Cbamparan. 414 
not lead up to atJ;y· f'1gbt against the ma1rl 
causes t• tbe terrible POVerty and sutrennsa 
or C'bamparan peasants! namely tbe excessive 
rents a:Dd axorbtta.nt neidence ot debta•. 
It was strildng to note that bOth Gandhi. and 
JtaJa:ldra Prasad •rema1nea scrupulous~ silent 
upon the H.:vages of the Zam!nt!&ri Syat«D and 
the extreme need tor Uberattna peasants tram 
ita clutches• .. 
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With respect to leadersblp and eeonomt.c interests involved, 
. . 

Jae®es Powhepa4aao ( 1980), a:rter a caretul examt.natton or 

the Cbampartm struggle• has concluded tbat the main ag~t in 

the peasant p<>Ut1ca1 tnobU1zat1on was the •rteher peasants• 

Wbo found tbe European pla:ntooraey a rival to their ambitions 

tor dom1nsnoe in lend boldtag and the aupp],y or credit6 

Similar views bave been expressed by lJric Stokee ( 19?'8) also. 

Stokes wr1 te-s that tbe Stll'l\e generalization can be app11e4 to 

the nsan Sabba .and Bklta. movetnent cent:rttd arouo4 Rae BareUly 

and the Eastern. d1Stri.cts of Ou.dh trom 1920 onva.rdl. Stokes ' 

obset"f'ation it a comment on tho 11ery ideology ot the Cb.arnpa.hn 

Struggle led by Gandhi ·and Congress Party. However the 

principal thesis advanced by' Poucbepadass that stnce 1tl 

Cbamparan struggle and other similar struggles tbe maln asent 

vas the richer pea.sant (domlnant peasantry' as termed by J:d.m) ... . 
eo it baa reVolutionary patent1n11ty1 does not bold ~· 

valtditt• 
Pouehepadaas himself' reveala the character of the local 

1eattesb1p of the Cbamparan struggle which 1n tum reveals the 

very eharaeter of the Cbamparan Strugele. He obove how it vas 
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not actually a peasant struggle 1. e. ot those \d.lo vere dtrecU, 

tnvolved 1n the produet1on process. He wrtte1 (19?9)t. "Thls 

ollearotv (Local leadership) consisted tor the greater part 

or high caste peasantsr Brahmins, llajpute, (DbWnlbar) Bnb'hane, . 
... 

ltSI'astbas, ~sUm Sheikhs etc, Most ot those leaders were 

vell-oft or ricb peasants. 'None or them enjoyed. tull 

proprietory rights, owing to the ;peouliar landhold1ng 

structure or the rl1str1ct, which vas almost entirelr ma4e 

up or three large Zardndar (Bettiab, Ramna.gar, · end Madbuban~ •• • 

But tb1e wus no obstacle to the existence of a elaas ot rich 

peasants. The average area or holdings in· the d1str1et vas 

5.19 acres, that 1s to say, about tbfoee and a balt b1gha.S 

( tald.ng the average b1gha of the district) • Ra3k'tur.lu'. Shukla •·a 

'holdings ••• were seven times larger than the average, tho~ 

ot Sant Rautt, another leading agite.tor, were seventeen times 

larger and those ot. Khend_. Rat more than forty tltnea. Many' 

or those men, like Shukla, vera money lend•at ltb•e:r Rat 

even bad money lendtng of more than one lakb of rupeea8 • 

Ra3 Kiinar Shukla was the same person ~ deU'IIerec! .. . 
tietY speech 1n the Lueknow Sesston of the Congress Party, 

1n 19161. describing the plight of Cbamparan peasants. Were • 
I 

Shukla and other looal leaders really voicing the plight ot 
the actual.l.y exploited c>ppre&sed maeees ot Champaran? 

Of eoUl'ee not. They were the landed sentry vbo. had econbic 

contradiction and. riV'alry with the British Intliso planters. 

Thus it was logical tbat the Che.mparan movement J'8tl'l8.in~ 

d1reete4 against the European planters and tU.d not touob 



the loCal exploiters. Bov could they tigbt againt.t tbeu ·ow 

tnterests, when they were interestea in matntat.nmg it? Xt is 

evidmt that Ohamparan struggle vas esaential.l.1 :t..n faVOUJ' of 

those rt.ch tenants wbo sought to remove those obstacles tn 

the wa;y of profl table eultlvation of food and sueercrme vblch 

wore imposed by the English plaDtere. Obviouall', tbua• the 

actual ts.Uera ot the l8l1d were totally unatrected. Moreover 
this landed gentry ot Obalnparan Struggle vas a r.t.val or the 

planters tn the employJnent ot tt. agr1oultura11abourer• 

tor the landed gentry betng generauv or biBb-caste, woul4 

bOt ttll the land tbenselves. Tbla it 1a eVidtllt that the 

support 'by Gandhi end Congress to the Champaren lauded senttT 

'Wile with thG vtew ot tnvo~VS.ng the rural elites in the .anti•, 

Br1t1sh movement (Judith Br-own, 1972), It 18 clear that thft 

Cbnmparan · struggle really bad notbtnB to do vt tb the POOr 

peasants- and lsndless labourer. Dbanagan notest "Perhaps 

it was a sense of p1 t7 or remorse or both that prompt.cl 

Oandbt to t.mdertake SOJlle :relief work tor the poor peasants 

ln Cbamparan. He set up tour sehoole 1n villages to ectueate 

eh.tldren ot the poor ••• !o ru.n schools aud otheJt e.meltoratt.ve 

aet1Vities, Ganc1h1 had to eall tor workers tram Gujrat and 

Bol;,ibaf•., • or tbe 1S teachers in the school• tor uamplet 

11 were fJ!om outelde Bihar,_ but suob a grafting could not 

bold grqed tor long 1rt the absence or lo~ 1n1t1atlve and 

effort.. Renee the vork had to be abandoned soon. fbie· .1a 

e.ll that Gandbi • a taovement did tor vast rmmbera ot poor 

peasants and labout-ers vbom it tailed to mobilise tD 

Cbalnparan• (Quotation in A.n. Das, 1983t 66-66)'; 
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Another £actor which contributed trmnendoua11 1n ear~ 

1noia1zat1on of rich tenants by Gandhi was tbe peyetcal torture 

and social harassment of b1gh caste tenants by the Br1 ttsh 

planters and administrator'• Rajendra Prasad (19491 29·81) 

writ est "Among methods adopted were setting Dbaogars and 

Domes, the low oeste people, on the high caste tenants beside 

the policemen tying them down and beating them, rmd puttills 

logs and wood on their ohest~ fenante wer-e toroed to embrace 

a Neem tree With both the1r hands tied together, and eet upon 

policemen. Tho red ants on the tree would bl te the man tied 

to the· tree. Still other coercive tneasures adopted against 

tbe tenants were the ivlpounding or tbetr cattle, the stopping 

ot their weUs, compeU1ng the Cbatnars to cease to render 

their services to the tenants•••" 

ggssJ.»ua • 
Oha.mparan strUggle which was launched. in the beg1nn1Dg 

or the anti-imperialist struggl.e led by Gandhi aDd Congress, 

marked the beginn:J.Dg or a tradition 1n the history ot peaeant 

mob1Uzatton' 1n India. This was the tradition or compromise, 

collaboration and system conseml'lg. Gandb:tan. 1deoloQ' 

ennsaged non-violence as the •dominant rorm• of' peasarat 

mobUttation, which was perfected. during the Cbamparan 

struggle.. It was this tradition or compromise and. sy'Stem 

conservation and dominant torm of mobilization Wbleh greatlY · 

tnrluenoed the peasant .movement 1n the rust balf ot the 20th 

century. Ideology and. dominant form ot mobilization betr93"S 

the class character and ideo1og1cal perception ot the macro 



a1 tuation1 which lett the actual tillers, d1reot produc.s • 

the peasants • untouobe4 during the Charnparan struggle and took 

up the cause ot land(\d gentry alone. Champaran strugs1e wae 
the f'it-st and $ypicel. example .or the parad18Jn ot collaboration 

' 

and 1egal path tor the peasant mob1Uzat1on in the per1od ot 

our etudr •. 

Cbamparan struggle was started with the seconct phaee or 
the mob1Ueat1on, W'hen the dissent, · d:J.aoontent were already 

generated at the local level and situation was r~pe enough to 

take shape ·of' organt&ed eoUeet1ve behaviour. At the local 

level ideologicaUy t the class which was affected vas that 

wh1ch round British planters as 1ts economlc rival. IdeolOgical 

peroeption of the situation was localised and ltm1ted. Moreover, 

1ocal. dissent had not tak81'1 any. eonerete shape of struggle 

organia&tional.ly. But the arrival or Gandhi on the scene 

11nked thta loca11ssue with the grand..design or mao:ro-mobiU• 

zatton against Brit:teh rule. Oabdht' a ideologiCal pereeptton 
.. 

vaa based on his understanding_ ot macro•s1tu.at1on 1.e. tbe 

removal ot Bd.tts'b colo-rd.al.1tnn and aoh1Enrement ot political 

independence. For tbat, ae ve have seen euU.er • he needed. to 

mobUJ.zt: and gain support o-r the rural. e1t. te about Whom :1\ 

was believed. that they are capable ot taking all aectiona of 

peasantry includirlg po()r and landless peasants ld.th them in 

cue they neea. any maca support, For tb1e1 non-violence and 

legal path ae the domt.nant tom of mob111zat1on val essential 

tre-condtt1on so that local t'U%"91 elite are not eballengec.\ by 

the moat oppressed and exploited people (eee 8110 

Bwcboudhulyt 1955). 



HaVing 1dent1f'1e.d and. discussed the tvo traditions ot 

peasant mobil.l~&tion ln Chapter One and haVing examir.led the 

Obamparan peasant stl'Qggle to Ulustrato the tradition. ot 

eollaborotion and legal path, now 1t remains to present the 

ce.oe studies to illustrate the peasant mob1ltzat1ona undctr the 

tradition of confrontation. this wUl be done b;y · exam:l.DSDs the 

Telengrma peasant movement 1n this chapter and Nazsl.bar1 

·peasant uprising in the subsequent ehapte,.. ·· Telengana movement 

occurred on the eve ot 1941. ThoUgh 1 t falls under the 

trractition or confrontation it was ostensibly led Gnd organised 

by the forces Wbtoh traditional]Jt followed the path or 
collaboration and legalJ.ttee 1.e. OPt. At the local l«Wf.tl 

it defied the central leadersb:lp of the party and 1b ideology, 

bUt at tb& same time central leadership we114e4 tnanipulat1ve 

and collaborative power so much so tbat lt could ·um.utera1.1.3' 

withdraw the whOle movement. It lias, thus, marked by al'l 

ideological dualism. BOweve~, 4esp1te thia ideological 

dualJ.sm, Telengana wa• the tint ors81'lt•ecS.• 1deo1og1callJ' 

wU tbougbt or end sustained expression ot the controntat1on1st . 

tradition of peasant 1110b11iza.t1on in the period of OU1" etudy • 

And lt is tn this sense that !elengea marked the beginnt.rlg 

o1 a tf'adition Within a tradition as a log1col extension. 

fhe 1'elengana peasant movement was the first organised 

move v1tb a definite ideology to mobil1ae the peasant• • tM 

illlnediate pJ"Qducore • Who constituted not only the maln force 
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bu.t also the lead1ng torce ot the movement. And lt 1s 1n th18 

sense also that Telengana was the beginning ot a trad1t1on • a 

tra41t1on that 'Was to beeome the most domt.nant one 1n poat•1947 
\ 

Inttta, lt was the bes1nn.S.nts or a trac.U.t1on aleo because it vas 
1n tbe !elengana movement 't1beH tctr the first tlme an orgatd.zed, 

811Sta1ned, armec! peasant straggle took place in Indian b11tor; 

end wbere peasants dieplsyed unexpected coUeot1 ve action in 

an organized taabion 1n total defiance ot the.-.tra41t1ona1 

expected 600114 orcter. Telengana was the beg1nniDg ot a 

tradition again because for the tirat tlme tbt td.tology ot 
New Demoerac,- wae t~slated into praotiee tor the cawae of 

Indltln Revolution under the leadership of a Oommu.niet Party, 

And. final.lJr it was the beginnt:ng ot a tradition beeauae 

Telengana movement was the tlrst suatained a:nned peasant 

struggle tr:tr the seizure ot pellttcal powe~,. Vbich affected 

the Ufe, th1nld.ng · and coUect1 ve acttons ot pee.suts 1n a. 
blg way 1n the movement regt.on. 

<1> §p;ig-~;l,Bms1W:I 

The N1aa:m State eonstated ot 16 dlstrtcts with tbree 

llnsuiatio a.retUl 'Witb 8 t'elengana di•trut•, 6 'Maratbwada 

Uatncts and 3 Karnataka districts. !he felenger1a. reston 
comprlsecl a.tmost ball the area of the state. It wu the 

eastern ba1t of the state b.av.t.ng an area or 44,000 sq. ld.lea. · 

!be state bad a population ot 1.6 crores, one erore being 
"' 

tbe Telengana people. It was a totally feudal atate. It 

l:'~mpletel$ dependent ad subservient to the Britl..sh rule# 

Jtlle llawab of U1.zam State bad full: powers over the stat• with 

his own al'"J).'f', his ·own currency, his own poe tal and custoa 



services;.. 'ftmre we" no e1eet1ons 1n tbe Dtate. !be flavab 

bad only an advisory oouncU with rao ec.cutive poWers. 

fhe state could roughly be dlrtded into two ,arts • 
' 

ttbfllea and Bo.n-Kbalea. Kttalea wu that part which was 

under the dll-ect control of tbe ntsa govermMmt and Vblcb 

eovertd a~tt area ot tbe ctate, Vblle non.Kbalea waa the one 

under the control or Jqirdart d Zaa.ttUlara aubaervieDt to 

the gove~ of ti1am Jtate and Co ..... l/3 of the state 

ar.a. fi:Mt N.mdhal.aa area va.a tmder the control ot ema11 

atates, Palaa•t J'agbdara,. Ma1~1 and »••bttUkhl (flec!d11 

19761 4). 
I 

In the non-Kbalea area then vas no ~ettl.-t or tbe 

land, ttbo people ba4 no rtght either over the land theY Ul1e4 

01- over- the bouea tn Vhieb they Uve4. lt thAa people were to 
leave tbe ftll.e6e&, tbt1 wultt bav• to so empty banded• They 

JOSseesett notbt.rlg or thtir om (Red47t 19?61 4). 

fhe tlavab ot N1saa ttnte we btmaaJ.t a btg tua1 l8B4 

lord ~ about lakb• or aerea ot lftll4 epread tn 18 taluka 

or tbe atate·. Come or the ruler• of the a.U.er atata und• 

tu Govenment ot Nua atate e'lftm ba4 their own nnm.e an4 .. 
police ·1114 othGI' povva_. ln the ~(~eu a11o laMlorde 

owntns a:bout 11lm4r'edl and lakbl or acres of 111'14 ual4 to 

exerelte etmtro1 <rtfll' the poU.Uoal attatra ot the at&te. 

AU the tertUe l.tmds and water reDOurces be1cftse4 
1 . 

to lafKllotda. COimnlnitt ba~ lends and gardena altto 

'beloflgetl to tbe. the people ba4 JJO nahte ~ a:n.vtbias. 
t~ to t.~a, tbe Jtuelill bureaucrats be1ol'll!1ns to 

tho upper olaeees aw.'1 the ortlctal.dom CJ.od.natlct everyttd.tJa-;.• 



!he mother l.fmsuaBe ot the variowl peopla ot the state wu 
tftlPl)reas.a, · a'ftd tbe otr1c1.al language vat Urdu. .&a a rt~Ul.t 

t.beH w.u tao encouns~ tor the otb8r native languas••• 
Acncultwe wu the Dln occupation o'l e& pef" ect Of 

the population tn tba state. AbcM\ GO per cent ot the lM14 

1n the 1tate waa undtl' tba Ralyatwarl l'eYenue ayltem ad tbl 
I 

~ 40 per cent vu undv the direct control of tbe 

nlzma •· the overlor4 • tm4 the Sub fiW.'t&l1or4a sucb u 

Jasirdan tmt1 Makteaan·. s.en lD. u. non Jagbdu-1 uaaa 

almoat GVW? ·vtllas• we UDdeJt the control ot landlord• • 

loca1l7 caUe4 DeabflUkbs M4 »eebpant'lea • e.tJd th• v1U.Se 

~tan oftlotal•• nne 1andlor4a O'Vfted ~3or POrUons or 
th-e 1886s :1.n 111ll.age•, AU thl• save nee to absente~ 
11mdlold1•~ ea a oppnsaSve .,.atft ot 1aa4 tenur• 
(lhmdw~ya., D7B)• 

'-'be ccn41 t1ons 1n the 3'eglrtlvt areaa wore vorae. 

t'lbUe Jtan1 Jasirdan were J.ft.lsllms, the landlords vere Da1nlv 
Hlrsdu.e and mostly be1GDSI4 to tba Bratat.a and other td.sh 

agncuttural. canes aucll n1 Dtddye end Velaaa. 

Tbe cutomal'1 forcible extnetloll ot labo'tlr trom the 

POOr e;nd. aploite4 people ot t•enaana br the 1andl.orda, 

Pattie, Patwaris em otbelt otttelala was the d.oanant teatve 

ot the tuperorttlnati.on - subo:rdiaatlon relatlonahtps ln the 

N.Blon at tbe tma ot the f!l011ement. !bl• eyttem appU.S· DOt 

on11 to Barijanc, wasb.ftmen, barbers, Jt~a and aercb.antt 

but tbt poor am the rich peasants could alto not escape troa 

tblt 0 bcm4«\ 1a~ (Reddl't 19761 t5). For J.netanee, th., 

rust bad to corplete the 10111• ot the ltmds of the lendlOJ'da 



Wid tbtn onlt they would. eow their own 18M•• tnetttutt.onaU.• 

satlon or the nperon\itation value cyete batt taken plaCe 

through ,the 111tem or •tnetlon or ~ k1n4a or Ulegal 

tase~ trom the 1~ POOr b7 u. teu4el. lor<la. Por 

tMtanee, taes for~ tbtir 61'Ull and the iMt!'UIHtntl 

Ul«'l for 1t1 taxes ft# ma.ntases, taxes at tbe attatnatnt ot 

Pubert1 of tbe g11'la1 teaes tor bt.nh• and aeatha were to b4t 

pd,d to tht 3'ql!dan, »esbrmkhs and big l.andlordl ot the 

vs.uaau., tlldDa bl.gh ra~a ot lnterut vas another t~ 

, or· exglCS.tatton. · 

fbe. ~•·• ot Telep 8JOakil1S area ot ent~ 
fllderdbl4 Ctate ot N1CD oraantatt am.t led the p&annt a1'M4 

•Uueslet •otttm to 4ertinot ot the central lea(lenbip ot · tbe 

Colmnlttilt Pwtr ot ln4ia and the tnte!'flat1ona1 COJttt'Unllt 

M<Wement• (Mohe llaat tW'Jt 1021). AeoordtDg to .,at1a'bJ.. 

intonation the tint comr:unt•t. groupe eatM into boi.Jig ln 

tmnsona 1n 1039-40. fbe1 wrked 1llega11:1 and functioned 

tbr.tougb the Andbl't\ Mabaaabba, a ••• orsaalsaticm to cba1ftplon 

the eu1tunl. and poUUct4 eause ot ftl"«U ~Peald.ni pawl• 1n 

the NJ.aam state. In 1M3t the Andbft Mahntabha Cllle under t'­
tlolldnatiO'll ot c~st.e am by tbe UJM or tho Stmbaftllr.t 

Mabanbba conteftlllee tn 194&t there ears«~ dtetiftet letU•t 

ant~. 1"1gbt1tt Unes ot thtt11d.'ns within tbe orgu1aaUon. Pr'Oll 

iD44 o'mtams., c~a 1n the re,ion weH orsantdslS. 

ind.-ndd mtUtaat struggles asa1nat 1.andl.o1'dlma and 
I • 

feudal.' exp1ot.tat1on (S~ 19'1'9t c.P. neMy, l9'11f 

It. n.tc;a •• 10181 l~obrm Ita 1973t ».v .. neo, 19?.,. 



It 111 lmportatlt to note tbat the '.felengaaa peasant 

aNed 1trum11e tmt\er the lead.ersblp ot the local comnunietl 

wu not ln accort!anee Witb tba CPI1a naUonal poUo:v. %Q, 1949, 

tbe partyte o~e in poU.cy from tbe IJDPmelitt war to tNt 

P80Pl•'• wr 81oaan, ita n.ppon to the Brtts.ah wu etrom 
and. tbe reluctance to support tbe demand tor trantrer ot 
power <114 110t p.ermtt the part.T c.\urtag the Soot.m4 world wu 

to detl14 the e4 of the Dlam nd.e, tbe abolition of 

latl41or<lism am tbe tmp1omentatton or a rt.d1CI1 ag:raria 

p:rosrame ln tbe state. A cbmge .in the OPt '• polJ.oT 

cotnata!D8 wt.th tM po.tt~war natioDal upnra•, enabled 

tho local udt to Pli.D mora ra4ioa1 an4 ._,.. IIUitcmt 

atrQgslea cn.v, sao, 1074) • 

. a,. lll<!•194Gt the ~.-nt 1114 ac(ltd.nd tbt 

etaraeteriatiea ot a nattonal Uben.t1on •tJUSele to trw ~­
people ~ the ~ ot tbe tl1uat aDtt the t6lldal eyat•• Wbtm 

the Dr1tltb tonnaUy annoU~S<to4 th*lr d.tclllon to tranater tbe 

PQWet' 1n June l947t the CPl fOWltt 1tse1t •ctmtuae4 about the 

ua.ni.t)i ot the transfer ot pover to tett• place on August u• 
(lwhan a., .- : _ l.t!ttt 1021) •. FoUovtm tba lnaueural meetUB 

. ot tbe OotU.ntom 1n Septtmbv lM'It tbe Oomunlet Pat"ty ot 

lnd1a :t.a· lte Gecon4 Conereaa be14 ln Pe'brua17.t~a.rob lN8 

adoptd th#l tbest.s that In41a ts d.ready a eaptta.Un cOUDtl7 

and that tbe party sbtmld •~atertv.trie• the 4emoora.tic and 

aoeta.Utt atelle or revoluttcm into a sLDele etace tbrouSb 

an attack on the entire ln41an eapt.teliat ela••• 
fbe Andbt'a c~ats bad all'ea41 taken the felenaeu 

pea~&nt mo'feent to tM lPel of partisan 8.J1Ded atrogg1e, 8Jl4 



the Po.rtyte •Htoft'd.att senenl Sec~ :r.c. Josbt vu 
removed tl'Om his post at the Secon4 COfJIN!tl• As a retJUlt 

of tb& Andb.ta commmtn.a• tnat.etonoe on tbe ·~ut:1onal7 

dgn1fteanee• :\ne t•lenaana •tn&Snle to the ffpreaent epoch 

ot aturSDs 4Gtt'OCRU.0 nvotutton tn Xn41a.•, tbf) new 

leGderthlp ot tb& pa.rty appeare4 to aupport the ttrusnle 
•eJ>1oWJ11• ~bt Second Cocgrea gave a call to launch 

stmtl.U strusg1ea in other parte ot tbe eountr.v aDd tor 

Wrid.na elU• ~nt• ln !UppOrt or felenaana. aU 

ultlmatel¥ leadtcg to armed lnSU't'JtGCtioD becaue it couUl 

baaten the workins claa generel.-etrlkt-ooum-armed• 
I . 

lnmanectlon vhlch 1t had banked ~ 1n ~he pott-vu 

rwolutionuv ttltuat..toD. 

~-. 1ft l'!ay 1948, tbe commwd.sta in AndbJ"& 

challengl6 the Second Congress thesis an4 itt relScmoe OD 

the senwal•ltrln.e~~ectlon weapon. the Andbl'a 

thUle qategorlctll.Y ttated that the ID<ltan. :revolution• 

in many retpeeta, dUteftld from the claafleal Ruat18Jl 

hvo1ut1on and that it -- to a anat utent &itnil.at- to t~ 
Cbineae Revolution. ftms, tbetr perspective wou14 be that ot 

a dosse4 Ms1atanee and prolt>n;et\ c1YU nP 1n the· form ot 

u asra:rs.an revolution culmlnata.ns in the capture or 
pol1t1cal power by t~ d~ratle front rather than a 

general etrlke art4 e d'Jiad uprldnt. therefore, 'tthert 

a gOOd proportf.oD of the maeus were with the party ( irl 

An<Jhft,, 1\vala• ..t Bena&l) lt was tS.. to thtnk 1n teJU 

ot gnerUla. wartare (the •Cbinese w.-) against the a1.U tuy 
-·· 

onalauebta of the !lebN govet'n11ent bent on 11quldatmc tta 



• 
PvtT• Armed guerWA t'eiUtance bl4 to be developed in eeveftl 

partt ot tho country 8Dd these areas wee to be converted S.nto 

llberatecl areas with tb.td.r · ow 8ftlfl4 toroee. tater, tows 

were to be 11be:rated by tbe &.rtr1ed torce~ fi'Om the 11berate4 

al"eat (l~obml lam, · "' _ 19?3t 1008). 

Tills• as a reuu1t ot the olaab betwen tbe two f.d.telo• 

glcal perspectives wlth respect to the alettns s1tuatloft h.U 

by tM cefttral and Antlhra lMCJenht.p, the" emerg.t twc> 

41st1rlct tons of •tnsele tor ettectlng the sco1a1 revolution 

in XDdW. 
Ybe Andbra thuu bad adVocated a unlt.s front, vb.e:e 

the r1eh poasantt an4 ~ llldt1ltt b0u:t~eo1sle vou1d be aUi11 

or the proletutat 1n tbe people•• ~~tie :rovoluUcm, and 

&$8erted that m.mb a .U• front of fl!W8d stl'\lf!ele eould ta• 
abapo UDder tbe leadership ot the "arty and that tbe o'b3ect1ve 

~ eond1ttons for realitlng thelMJ vve teet otUl'llla. Onll' 

prolonse4 a.Nect res1etanoe ae 1n the lelengana wou14 brial 

about the needed revolutlol'l laadirl8 to the at:ructu.ftl oba'Dgu 

/ ot cardi.md ~· (P. o~, 1N81 e>. 
such a strategy or 'two •taGe revolution propoun4t4 _. 

the Andbra comunt•t• as oppo•td to tiW stt-ategy ot ooe••taa• 
revoluUon advmce4 by tbe Party• a centr-al 1ead.esb1p, Wd 

bued on l·~•a ldeolog of !Tew De•eracy. TbG 1'1h lead.rt~b.tp 

ot the Part¥ njeetet tbe Andbn thea1e. In the debate Oft tbe 

legltlmaey ot Jlao tee-tuns'• tbeorlea aa a part or J.ta:rsiam­

Lentntsm, B•'• T&nadl.ve. loader or the Party aertoue].y 

qu.eattoned ita relevace to tnd.lan content "••• OOM ot Mao'• 
to1'mtll.at1one are sucb that no comr:nmiat parl;y con accept tbtaJ 



tboy arc ln eontradietion of tbe ·world underttandiltg of th• 

eomuftlst partta• (lanadS.vet 1949). 

At the tae ot Rana41ve• a nntl•Mao polemic, tbe Cbin.,. 

Revolut1<m bad not tm4e4• .. It was not tmtU 19SO tbat tbe 

COld.rafom endorsed the rormul.at1ona ot ttao•• 'New DeltoOJ"acyt 

(M.., :ftalat IMSI 1028). 

In S.ta sharp 1deo1ogtcal struggle wt th tbe central 

lea4erebip1 tbe Andbra 1ead.-eb1p fOUl'ld ttaelt beadiog the 

party. RaJes~ Rao took over u General Stereter,v ot the 

party 1n lfa;r..Juate 1010. flie !elengrma l.lae of peasant 

partisan wartare triumphed 1ns1de the CPI, but l!otcow•• 

ldeolQ~iesl deviation ad tlltet'V'GDtion ft8 to IUppren 

tb:IJJ t.ren« Iat•• 
~he tdeol.ogtaal lltlt of' tbe nev CPI lea4enblp wast 

(a) rejection ot tht programcatt.c uaderttandlng or the Gecon4 

Cong:rese, aubaequentlr el&borattd in what wet called the 

"faetleal line" by the lemterablpt (b) ra3ectt.on ot tbt 

tbea1e ot the single ·ltase revolut1ont t.e. the 1nt~ 

or tbe two staees ot the IndJ.an n"VOlution into <mtt 

( o)" n3eott.on ·or the l4ea that the entU. bourseold.e, 

t.ncl~ t~ rS.Ch peaaa:ntJJ1 bad become. •nemt•• of the Pf101»1•' • 
4tmoeratlc :revolut1ont 8Dd (d) upbold1na ot the concept of th• 

Cblneee path for the Indian revolution Vld.ch meet 48ftlopiq 

the ~e1engana tnt• of asrartan atrusele utend.vtJ1y vberev.r 

pose.t.ble (P. sunaarayya, 10ft• 887)• 

t!Je ruN Central Coadttee, on 1 June 10801 blgb1J.ghtt4 

the role of artMCletrusGle tor aecurins national liberation and 

c1u• that tbe preeon41t1ona tor atartlng eucb ltJ"Qfteles wertl . . 



alr~ tbeM. But tbie dl4 not aaan tbat the aae4 etruggle 

eo$ be launched i=metU.atitly ar.rwtaen and UD!er &nl" conditions. 

!'he accent vas en a.rme4 6l1V'I'1lla warfare linked to an aerana 
P:rGaraJ~~t& vbe,....,.r the partr• • nrensth pemt. tted lt. Tht 

CtDtral CODd.ttet· pledgtd to attmd the Telengana struggle to 

other pan. ot tn41a. !t wante4 to put the party on tbe n.Us 

. or umtd •tJUUole ln tbe oountryatde and rebutld the movement 
in the C1 ties .a worktos claca centre•· on the baele ot the 

aw Une and taettca. 
Ho\ffWII't tbe en\JT ot tht. Indian U'ml4 torcea into 

Hydorabad. and the IUbnquent M~•••lon ot the state to the 
Iu4S.In tinton created a now l!tuatlon 1tl tt. Te1qoaa atrussl• 

ar••• ft• nu.• 1 toroes and the !taaa'ttars bad taUed to 

auppreas the anted atruge1•• But after the S\J.J'Pe~v ot tbe 

N1am, tbe eommttrd.ata bad to deal wlth a ld.Utar7 campe.Sgn of 

so,ooo to oo,ooo ·troops,. vbo•• sole lJUrPole vu to. ttup out 

tbe coamnttta vbo bad 1~'bftated zoMI eo•erlns s,ooo villages, 

COEPl.ete td.tb v1llase eovtete, people'• courts anc1 peop1e•1 

mUltta. Tbe SUerrUl& 1quad.1 ntnattd. to tbe tore.ta, 
• 

. l.eaNJ.Dg mrau P'OuP behtnd to operate 1n the pl.a1ne. !be 

gov.-ant tr1e4 a atnteclc bamlet pla limUar to the 

httloua Drtgge plan 1n Malara <Bt4dTt 19761 32). 

fba natl.onal. leadeabip ot tb.e CPt vas dlv14ed on the 

S.saue of oont1nulns the armieS etruscle after the accession ot 
the g1um to the tndltm. Unton late in 1941. Tbe pre .. t CPI 

' ia of tbe v1ew that tbe struecle ahould have been celled ott 

Wbfm tbe lt.t.zea•a rule ended (C. Ra3ubwara !lao, 19ftlt Sl.U). 

nut the vtsa.l.an4bra communlat COI'll'ittee es a wbolA 

vas in favour of contintWls the struggle. 'lh1t 11 because 



(a) tbe on• ldllion acrea ot lad di•tributed among peannt• 

bad. to be 4etenSed and not . allowed to be snatched avart an4 

(b) the national &Jld 1Dternat1onsl dtuat1on •• favourable tor 

umt4 partisan strusgle. The VilaltmdbN. commltt• vat ot tbt 

opinion tbat tb• felqana ttruggle vas the begtrm1ng ot the 

liberation strucele and lt vaa evident that the :tndtan 

revolution was more like tbo Chine'* revolution tban tM 

nwaetan revolution. Bo the Telqan UM4 et1U{Jele ccmtlnu«l 

(Su.Mar~ 19ftt 393-4). 

Tbe ideol.ogy am the peUt1oa1 Une ot the 1\ndbra 

COI!Id. ttee 'ftS'e oppoaed both by the party headquarters ln 

Borth07 and the ~It party ot tbe Orea\ Brltatn. A 1tttter 

r.• the POUttcal cold. ttq or the cPOB late in 1960 dld not · 

N1e out the &n!8d ttruscl• t• IncU.a, but aald that the 

dtuat1cn in the opt· and the country dld not bDl.d f.mtMJdtate 

proepeob tor mlOh a etrngele. :r:t aussotet! tbat the CPt 

aou1d utlUie all op~tt•s tta legal act1vlt1ee an4 

p:repua tor aanual eleott.one. Ne letter vu elroulated 

to ae:rt pree~o on the Ba3esbwara !Ito l.adtnbtp on tbt w• 
of the Deceiber 1980 Ctmtnl Comad.ttee Met1na, wblcb 

reorgantftd itself as veU aa the PQ1ttbureau to provttle 

npreamtets.on to all the trems. r. Sund~ vrtttl 

tbat the <t1t.tttrences tn the CPI .atatect to tvo aeta of 

1aeuea. one concemtld tbe pt-Og~ • tbt clase atte!UimeDt 

of tbe· tnnarer ot pOWer in 1947, the uact atose ot the 
0_9-z. 

tn4i8D J"8V''lutton aDd the class atrategyA alliance tor lt • 

M4 enatb• to tbe taot1cs tm.1 the poasS.'ble path ot tt» 
i 



!el.enanne armed struaale, . the 4ltferent pha••• or partisan 

peaeant strusclo ana the problem of e~uat1ng these ponaant 

partinn struggles wltb tbe ame4 Jtruscle tor politleal peye, 

ote. ( 19'12)' p. 3'l 'I) , 
l~eon\ttbU.e pres8Ul1\ tr-om the C?GB oont1rtuo4, A8 per-

the CPOS 61reot1ves peace f!OV&ments ba4 to be stepped up 

agat.nat A~Unlte<l States SDperlaUam und ror the 11berat1on 

ot Aala. Bebn:l•a foreign po11cr sboul<l be reapprataea Sn tbe 

'116ht ot bltJ att1tu4e to the Korean war ancl to China;'• o.dmles1on 

to the Untted nat1ona, Peace Ol'ld f'reodom went tosetbar and 

fr14t..e. needed. a "broad democratic tront• tl'om aboVe on the baata 

or a cou:mon actlcn PJ'Ot:fl"81ll'M tor peaae 6114 1n4ependeact. Finally • 

armed strutUJ"le wan not the eorreot path. tor India ror the 

preeent (Palme Putt1 ltSl). Bl.aborat1ng the concept or al"l'!MMd 

etrugale, DUtt was 1nalnuat1no that the Telengonn atruaelA was 

11tt1e eore than !Ddlvidual or oqua.d tGrror. Ther-ebr he vne 

endorsing the faction d~n lts wapenalon (l:oban Ram, 

op .• ct.t.t loa&). rutt•s ecncem vo.a wlth the poace movement 

'because the eold war bad replaeed ole.ee etru.:mle on the 

Cominform agenda to eUS.t t:!ovt.et torelgn POlicy intoretta. 

!bUs, tor the CPt, peace eovomente became "cme of the moat 

ieportant weapon& ror 'bul141ng a trent of B11 aec~a of 

lndltm poople ••• WbiCh may 1q tbe but• !or the nat1ona1 

FJ'ODt tor nattonal llberatlon• (Devan and Bal. Kl'illbnat 19Sl) • 

!he CPG3 intervention gave an impetus to the CMpAi8D 

lf.l.Ur'!Obed by tbe CPI eent:ral. leadeship which oppoald tht 

Telenaana a.rtDed ttruscle. The or1s1s v:t. thin the CPI contt.nuetl 
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untU a top .. lovol dolegatlon clondest1noly vili.ted t!oecow 

onr~ · 1n 1961 tor oonsultntlon w1 th the £lov1et party leach,_.• 

sb1p,. fbe main conoluston ot l!oscow Conaultatlon, eoncerni.fts 

ttl& progrtul1mG were incorporated. in the Draft Pronrame pub111be4 

tn 19Sl. Apart trom the Draft Proorarz:me, an o.cqomparv!Dg 

document, '*Stn.tQf!1ent ot Polley• vaa also 1asue4. 'rbe 

Sto.tertent of PolicY wcs the leoel or open version ot o. lareer 

unpublished document prepaNd by ~;;x~~llffe'! v1s1ta4 _ 

l1oteow. It was entltletl *'fao:t1cnl Llilt.t;";{b--;;JtGUJllet Conapt.racy 
~ -

at t:!atturo.t" ~ ( Domoeratlc neseareh Service. Bomb~, 1964). Th1t 

ta the flrs~ ~lisbod version of the secret c.1ocument ond tb• 

CPI denounced it ne "torserr'. But Sundarayya hn"' now voucbed 

tor ite nu.tbent1c1tyo1.·(ilohaa-~ ~~·-~1032)•. ·_ J _ _ ··- J 
... " .. /. • "!' p 

• ' -..- ~~ • If -· i . 

It i.e lcportant to mte that parte ot "'oetlcnl L1ne" 

were not 1nclu4ed in the "StntO®nt or Policy• and the 01!'4tted 

passages dealt vith tho elnborntton of some of the theoretical 

iooues and pr1ne1plos QtX1 included details ot the dliCUsoions., 

On the bnets of this misrepresented •stat01::ent of Policy", the 

CPI was project1r.ag 1 tsolt es the party Vbloh had denoUDce4 

violence and vnc setting tor parltamenteria., In tbe t-iq 1981 

Central Co1l'.!tlittee meeting, Rajooh\n'J.rn Rao bad :res16ned ns 

Genaral Do~retQl7 ~ A3oY Ghosh bad replaced him. 'lbe 

Centl'tll Cotntr4. ttee roaoiuts.on mado S:t clear tbat the TeleQJ:ena 

struecle vae not started a.tld was not beiqJ contimlecl to ewer­

throw the If ohm Ooverrn:ter&t, but to ·end feudal exploi taticm , 

(Sundarc.vya, 1972• 417 tr). !htts, earao the end. In OCtober 

1951t A.K. Gopalon announced the wlt'bt!rawal of the otrusc1•• 



The· SU~Tender vat tame cm4 uncond1t1onal., becauae the pe.rt)t' 

ga11e the peasanta no {;!U.arm'ltee about protecting tha1r t:.rd• 

won aaS.na. The wltbdJtawal ot tb1a strugl)l• raeant nr:rende• 

or au tbe guemlle. zones ad lll)wat.a dllaaea to the 

tntllu Art!Vt ad With it, the otbe ann~ (nedd1, 19?8). 

8ovewt"t even after tbe general election ln Jll1"ftlaa7 

19&2, the cedM l.n 'tel•"'cma eoftttnued to be t\1vtdt4. fbe 

. goveneetta hwlt qalnet the UD4ergrouaCl •quad• cont1mlt4 

even after the e1eot1one ~ anesta ll't4 pveeutJ.on 614 not 

etop. !he sovert'IMftt'e U'gUilent wos ttst the arma ba4 riOt 

been N~Tendend and therefor• the bunt COU14 not b• relalt.S. 

Aa the J.ogtcal step to the wltl'draval ot the atNccle, tbt CPX 

decfAed to su:r.render ama (l!ohan na,. ~1973 ~• 1030)• 

'lb1a eolil'lter-tdeolo81 Md t.nt•Pventlon produced a fora 

or atruaclet ~lr peaeetul. trualt1on to soeialism, as 
opp08fld to Utatd fttNEmle tor atate power. 

IIL 14121111• StDd.\JJ:I Ot l!t»\1 .fiiA,CgUsif.D AG\QD 
PoU.tical acttrtties in the f'ltate were a1eo1t l'Uled. out 

t1U 1930 ('Dbanagara, 1983• 184). Boveve, attv 1.920 ~o. 

e6ucate<t MOJJle W started wortd.m un4tl' eultural. orgatd.ca. 

t:t.on&~ In 1928 tbe An<lb'ra Conte:reac• wae formed to aobU1d 

pubUc opinion tor adm1n1atra.Uve and eonatltut1cna1 retorae• 

ecboola, civil llbertlea, etc. (Sundarana, 19'12t 19•10) ~ 'lbe 

Congress ltarted a Satyacraha 1n 1938 tor pollt1Cal ref'ormlt 

- )3ut tbe qltatton soon CatlG to be dominated by the AJ78. S&ma3 
', 
/ 

-:~and the tiin4u Mabasabba1 ad. tbe Congress, acting on Gand.bl'• 

attdc•• abe.ndoMd 1t to lesnn po11t1oa1 contul1on (Dbanag&N, 
- .. . . - . h4tt 1916). __ 1983_,1 Yt 



• 
~ the Uorl4 War It, the Alldhra Conference exp&D414 

itt: work ln -the Telengana v1llagea by taking en active :l.,terett 

tn · aerarlan problema sueb u v.tU.che.kri. Xn the Telegu 

speald.rlg areas ot the Madraa Ppestcteney ,- a ·poUUCal movoment 

tor tha unU1catton ot all 'fel.ugu epeakift8 reg1one 1nto e. 

aoparate 'V1a~andbra' va• l.euncbed by the An4bl'a !!nbasabba• 
fl ' 

tn tbe 'folengana region, tbe Andbra Conference IJid Andbn 

f;!abalabha worked. in aloae cooperation. FolloVlns the 

S&tyaaraba the Congress waa banned ln 1938, and 10 was the 

OPt With the result that the Contennoe and the l~ahaaabha vere 

thai only o!"fian1at1cns lett tor political aottvt.ts.ea. 

fho c~eta e.rt"1V'Gd. on the !elengana ac.,. on11 

du:rt.fts tbe Utter half· or the var (Dbanagare, i9B3 ~ 190) • !bey 

bad be·en act111e tn the Afte!bta d•l ta ctt.etrtcta t51DOe 1934 '\~~hen 

the tntJbra C~at Party vas eatablllbed. By 1940 the 

C011!1Urd.etta were firmla entrenched in the Andbra delta pollt1ca. 

Dur1rlS the ban (~) they operated tbroush tront orsa.nl• 

atiotUJ like the Kln.n S&bha, Andbra J!ebaeabba an4 eo on 

(Dbanagare, ' ~~-1983J• 190). 

The growing influence ot the Andbra cOfm'::Unlets sreatl;r _ 

1nfl.uence4 the 1ea4ersb1p tmd vo:rkere ot AndhPA ConteNl'lCe ln 

the telengana region. Ple1llua1oned by the Gan4bian Consreae 

ideology wblch eacneve4 ••• movements, tbe re.cUeal e~nta 

vltllin the Atldbft Cont...-ce tume4 to commJ.a on4 

coltfel'te4 the cultural mass organ1at1ona S.nto ld.11t!llt 

-• oreant.aat1ona aged. nat the ntmaa• • aovenact 1 

csundarna, 1m• m-so>. 
1\ 



Throuch ths tndhra Contoreneo, tba young Cotllt:'Ul'l1ets 

voieed thO p('!atftmta• grtevonco!, paid mol"e and core attention 

to the Q5rartan problens in Telenanna and mobilized opinion 

aaaitlet landlort11sm and the oppressive vettl· system. Dut 
f 

untU .1.04a, t'ho ol"'{!o.nimational network of the t~n~bra Conterence 

m'16. l!atmsabba WS 6omt.natot'l by LibGrolG aM moderato poU.tietono. 

MtGI" the GOVOZ'"lDGnt of tndtn Ufted the ban on CPI ln 194at 

the Cot:mln1sts wore able to remcwe the r1eht•wtng leaderallip 

and eote.bl1sh their bold on the Contorenoe am f"abnsnbte, 

P1r16lly t.n the BhuvQfl31r session of tho f;1abnsnbhn ( 1046) , it 

oomo Ul'lder tho lenderablp or tho Communists (R0ddy t l976t Gt 

CUndnrawn, 197'Jt 20-21) • 

Aftor the Dmvannir eonferonco, broncbeo or tho l.ndhra 

t1o.hasabhtl1 under the natnG- or "Sanp)lam• were fot"med 1n Ol1'W · 

v1llaces. A b1g scitntion wo.s s.tarteil throuehout the stato 

. ogolntJt bontle4 labour. Ulocol. tnxas, aaa.t.n1feompulsory 

col1sct1on of l~vy eraln and agntnot tore1blC9 eviction or 

poosanto troll t.he!.r lando. 

ibG Diznm bad announced eonees~ions to the poople Whloh 

uere rAOvor 1~1omentet'i. TbO.refore at this etacJO the Vbole a.le 

of the tnovGDent ~taS to aot thobo ooneo~t!tions t~leoonted in 

actualltr • But t;ha .aaltntton G()oinot bOnded laboUJ'1 Uleual 

t'Alt.as, and nantnst tho foreible ev1et1on or poactmts from 

their lonfis ditl not co beyond the local frattowol"k (noddy., 

197Gt ?). 

During this period tvo land issues were teel:led by 
, 

tt-~ ooveoont 1B the v11la~eo of Y.ondari end Pal~h1, 

· Vbieh <iemonstratad the etmnaina conrrontat1on1st mood of 

the peasants. 
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In tho v1llt.lt3G t"ondnri, the Lrutbo.di tribal peasants 

were tulJ.nz nbout 30-40 o.cres ot ltmd belonains to ~aterl 

ROI!ltlchandra nao, a notorious lantllor4 •. \·Jben the st1pulatod 

porlo4 ot oe~pntion we.s o'110l'1 too landlord came 'W1 tb a eMa 
or rowtos to reoccupy the lnn<'l. 1\11 the Lnrobad1. poooa.nts 

organizea tbeonolves tor roniotnnee. Tho .reserve police and 

too goons .of the l.nndlo:rod o·n tho one s14G and the Lan1lna1 

ponoantG a.1"2'nac:i With at1cmo,, nnd other villane tmpl~ents ona· 
red tlaas on the other • uoro ~esdy to f'iaht aaa.t.nst each 

othor. However, vbon the rosorve· oollee was roady to nhoot, 

tl!a poooonta bad to retreat (tleddy, 10761 ?) • 

In the v1ll~e ot Ptllokurt.h1, tho naohoukh of V1snur, 

tlnpaka 1'.-t~achandra nectdy, tried to forcibly occupy the land 

unc.'!or tha occuvotion of Cbakl1 nama. no sent his· coons to 

· tcrcibl.?' talto away tt'la standina crops. 'iightoon poasnnts 
~""' 

unt!Gr t~a lonAerobtp of tho 1\ndhr'a t"ahnrebha, o.road vltb 

st1ettc .o.m other vlllaoe 1tJP1eeento roucbt 1n solldority tO 

snve the stnmlns crops of tha poor peasant~,. Tba aoondas 
uero beaten baett aoo the crop, was cafely rc~tored to Ilru::t:a., 

n.axt ocr~, the po11co o.n-1ved and arrested the uor'kers ot 

Otmahctl. ~hoy vore severely beaten. ·and 1nhtu!nnl.l' tortured 

at the polloo station. Ins~rtJ.ng st1oks into the rcct\U!l, 

putt1Da eh.U11 poudor lnto the .ayes, pourinfl urine tn tha 

ll'leut'b • were com of tho cothods ot toreture usod by tha 

po11eo and the noond~ (Reddy, 1976t 7). 

Hitb the riondsr1 1ncltlent, ttta tssue of th~ lands 

f"ore1b:L1 ooeuptod by the ltmt1lordo had eotna to the aaando. 

a.~ such a probletl could not be ~olved w1tbin tho lGGal 



traocwom. Tho pooplo b.ad to co beyontl the laaal tromework 

am occupy sueh lends., Tb!s eould be ooh1o~ onlY through 

poople•s st!'Ucrales (net!tty, 107Gt 7). 

flus una tho .period of ::orltl usr tt. 'rhore uno a 

tremendous food scarcity et.terQ'Vhoro. At tho t'latle tine, the 

bia llmtU.ort.lo on4 4osht!U!:t~U!J contiruea their oxplo1tnt1on ot 
tho tenants, egnoultural lnbourore ona other oeM'lce eesteo •.. 

r.oroed la'bolu'> still eont1nue4. nowaver,. tho mssGa wore no 

lcnner tlW subsal'"i4ent as before ar.d beae.n to !'ooist these 

oxploito.tlve oeosur@s. 

In mauv villraaos ot D nleond.n &.strf.ot, struaelos 

betwoen tho ~asents Q1'lC3 t!la larullonis stnrtea. to toke plaee, 

"Tho big l.sndlorin sot toaethor to ttsbt tho peasants• m:J.litnncy. 

Uut tm oosooe or peosants put up a tougb ras1otanoa and: 

rouaht the pollee and the lnndlords• goons. Dtui.na thts perio4 

the 1\ndhJ'c rabesabba aril the Comt:Unlst party trained tnni\Y 

voltmtoora to fight the pel1ee With lo.thto and slings. Homen 

volunteors used to throu el't.J.lli powder, otonos end bo111nn 

wtOJ' nt the polJ.cG Olld loeol. croontto.s (It.. r.Oil[la Reo, 19791 1579 

P. ~allarawa, l9'12). 

tn 1946t a creat s.oitntton vas stnrtoo by tho poason.ts 

or 3nnaa~ i'olutt a.aGJ.nst th<:l oobt notorioug landlords sucb 

na V:t.su F!Qli.nebsndra feddy, Puskur llaal'lvtlPo.o, Ratc;.r1 

IlomGChondra. nao oto. ~oo stft\3!!1G ot 3anacoetl peasants 

Dg01Mt tbG atJ-oe1t1es of theso lt".Uldlords and oeatnst thG 

bol'ltlod labour system provided ureat tUlip to the peoplet·o 

t::OVG!lOnt throughout TGlo~ana. 1\Gddy .. (197Gt S) notes thBt 



tl'lo lmltllords could not tol.erate the opprensed poooants vho 

had boztm to nequ1re a new consciousness and bad stnrtott to 

oob111ze and organl~o th@tlsolves, revolted against tho 

o.t~t·tios ot the lnndlords. TbO lond1ords started nttaold.rla 

the pooplo wltb po11eo and co,ndos to eruah the onrusbtfta 

paop1a•s movecont. Tboy openly como out wttb their auns tmd 

boecn shoottng tbG peasants and tho1r leaders. 

Agatnnt this background, the struggle ot tha poacMta 

ot KadJ.vonc11 VillaGe aeatnst the Deohttukb, Visnur nomchsrl4rn 
Goddy of Ja.nasoam 'ltlluk and the murder or '.Dod~y ttotnal"nYYYlt t~~l 

a "h1stor1elll evmt", 0 e bin ellostone" in tho advoneeoont or 
. tho peoples• eov~t 1n 5!olancuno. (Reddy, ~\). ~be 

· ·structure of this event reveals surrtciently tbo typ:Loal. 

pa.ttorn of peasants• res1stianto, rovolt, and struaale eeaS.not ·. 

thO nne-old feudal t!xPlo1to.t1va s:ratcam. Cmrdrapulia ready 

(1976) bas proVided a v1Vid ptcturo or this event. In the 

. f'oUo'W1ntl wG> would brt.efly alve an aeeount or this event 

tO sllOW tho 1dooloa1eally covemet\ pattern of peasants• 

rostetnnco during tho felonaano. tf!OVecent. 

An analysts of such evonts 1a or arent coc1olog1oal 

ltlportnnoo to ua ... ror, such. an oxor.e1se would reveal tbs 

altering traditional system of ooe1n1 suporoft11nat1on ·and 

subordination. ruch em. account would reveal tho· inner 

(b'nru!lf..cs ot the ttovoeent •revealing the oothocls M~toct, 
'·, 

lovnlo ot involvement or the various oeet1ono, types of 
al.Uaneos ·on<i. con.f11ots, tngenaous devteas o.dopts4 ~or 

aobil1zat1on, orenntza.t1omltnnovnt1ons and. fomst! 
. ' I 

(Dosot, ~.,n.,, 19191 U•XI!) .•. 



Desbmukb V1snur Ra,macbandra Reddy had oraan1se4 Me 

noondns md aot the help or the police to murder the lenders 

or the· S9l'lfJba.m• 

Irl July 1946; in tbe vtllane of ttacu.v,ml, the aoontlna 

or the landlord, fullf drunl!t becnn attncktns the houaos of 

the londero and workers or tha J.oonl Andhm J!abasnbha. 

Volunteers ot Andhrn r.tahaoabha imodtatelQ catbored ond 

took cut a. big proeetution with red fla~o, sbout1ne oloco.ns 

of 'Bovoluts.on Z:f.Mabadt, tAmbro. t1nhnsabba ~1ndaba4'• Uben 

the procension cst10 near tht ~t.U!llmort s tnaDaion the aoorxlaa 

beaan shooting directly a.t tba voluntea:rs. 

Dodd! t-la.b9J.awa and Jqqo. Kondayyn, who wore ioootng 
the proeet.mlon, wore sariously vounaed. Doddi r.or:nrG.."1YQ, 

the leooor or the "'11'1llage rocet 11ec1 n eun sbot ln hla 

stomach and &ed on tho spot. 

the o:nnor of tho people tmav no bounds. Tho ·peoplo 

of tbe whole vtllago aatllere4 ODd ourrountled tbe hut were 
the l.andlord•s aomdas VQre bldtna. The people bccan 

shout1ng thnt they uould take blood tor blood. fhG goondns 

wore ter:ror-strteltsta at suoh a ltlrae response and. ro.eed lnto. 

the lon<ltord•s mns1on tor proteot1on.. ftle oncered pao»le 

ttanounded tbe londlordt s mansion. AI soon as this nG\18 

sproad to tho surrou.'l6J.nr: V111aaes, tho people ran to tbe 

hOlP of the rtaa1vondi V1116Go ~resotng tt!o1r olaoo 

eolido.ri.ty. Ybat 4o_y about s,ooo poop1o eo.thored t.n 

Itadive-ndl. tba people made plo.r..s to bum dow the 

landl.ol"d• o ll!anaton. on boe.rtng this news, tbe son or the 



Desl'l!lukh, Do.bum9 cathered about 200 coondas o.rt'!ed w1 th CUDSt 

spears, o.nd other donaerouo weapons and ran to protect. his 

manslon, rlu'ndreds of peasants who wore keepirlg n wteh1 

rnisod thtuderoua sloenns of f£\ndbra f.~abennbba J'ol' elld 

boae.n attnetd.nn the g()(')fldy• A tcn<mt of stones taU on 

too co and as., dl'l'lif~t~>.eo C\1G1f tl:lrl:le ones baCk• }~rc11oss~ . 
beat ·all those ubo reu into thei.r hands ontl a octroyed. 

too bS.a tlnl'leO earCie~ of the lo.ntilords. 

In thts t"tcht, tho ~nsonts eauebt ~4ld ot the leader· 

of the aoor.K!as, n notorio~s Q5Wt ot Deohr.ukh• Tho poooanto, 

tbon o.nd thQrO formoc.\ n pooplo•s court ont1 put this oemt of 

Daohoultb on trtal. · t:. l.tll-ee nueber of voosanto oponlv Ctlfle 

torUMd t.c aiva edtlenea anainot his cr1tlM. The pooplo•a 

eourt lm::lodiately' pnssed 6oath sentence on hie •. t nowOtt"Or, whfln 

tbo 'ceo\lfll!ralo' roa~ett~ b1s erlrlGs o.nd o.ppooletl to tbe 
~ ' / 

people fer rora1venos,.,, tbG people's eourt foronvo td.o en4 
) . . , 

roS<!1:nde4 tbe doath sentence provlous]3 paseed o.o~nst him. 

fhoutrot'l6s of peoplo pa.rtteipatcd in the bia tunenll 

proeecs1on of ~odd1 rtomaroyya. AU of the Deobt:nlkh's 

asrleultural oparattons wero broucht to c. bolt in that 

. v11l.Sa~• Cbandrapt4lo Rm!dy ( 197G) 110tes "KOI:ltl!'ayyn wo.s 

a groat rrartyr, Uitb his _saer1tiee1 the Telengana COVet!~t 

roaellOti a neu 1-:~ll otC!Be.. now People' a poeto wore bom nt:'Ol\6 

tm people. Dv017Whe!'O poople bernn ot.ncirle • ~Elovi 

ITOOQ!'nyya• i\.fttlnt":ojobarlu ~·omra.yye. t • It soon became tbG 

·most pop-Jl.ar soDC D.t!ong tT"!o pGOple• • 

- tilth tlle t:U.rliar of roMs.. rotl"Jlroyya, thG tel.cmaQ'flQ 

poanants rosa up 1n a nroat strurole. They· hold GOots.ngo 
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o.nd orcnntzed demonstrattona in eneb vlUO.Ce. They would 

CO in fl pro··osston to n Villace, fore the villaao OangllGm 

a.m tlJ.an proceed to tbe next ViUnae. T;\teryone was amod 

With village tmplooento. Ultb thO retoundt.Ds or rovolut1ol'J.f:U"1 

slosms, thO landlords t~oro terror strickcm GV"QrY'WbaMt Dur!Dg 

tbls porioa·the quost1on of tboae lands which tho landlords 

bad toreibl$ totten awe¥ o1thor through violence or ns pnymel'lt 

tor tbelr tlabts emna prom1nent1y on tha anGnr!n. 'TM Octnt:Unl•t 

Perty antl lindbrn t1a'hasa.bba took up tllis f..sr.u.o to intensify 

the eovoment ODd take lt to a higher level. 
(1471) .· 

Aeeordtrlg to .. nadeyA the people began nuard1rJG 

thel.r -v1l1agea th:roUilhottt tbo night. ..rbey stored stones and 

st1eko and kept them randy o"er every bouso top.. Evory person 

armed himself or bsrnelt with stieks nnd Wd1so1no. ~- wmen 

~themselves wttb ~reh1 POW-er. If one villeae w.s 

attacked the people ot tba surroun4tas 'V111&(:«ts cGDO forward 

in detonca of tbat Village and coUeet1vel$ rouaht oaunst 
tho aovernment police. 

fo suppress thO crowi.nc pooplo•e movoment tbo nt~ac 

osto.bUsbGtl td.ltttary campo in rany vilJ.QgCZJo, Qllt1 tor month! 

ro.lds on the 11Ulnaes vero cani.ed on. P~asanta wero tortured 

and forced to restan troe tbe l\ndhra J~nb.o.sabbe.. This brought 

n teopo'f'ary aetbael! ·to the ll!OVGt:ent, The ponsants boa on to 

. aurronler 1n those vlllnees wh9ro tho t'l1lttary raJ.as war0 

1ntsna1ve. Landlords who had prevtous].y run nwy t:rom the1r 

v11ltle;os O(la1n returnOcl Dnd started supprer.rin5 poooo.nts. 

A •toopornry demoral1eatton had sot tn oome vlllacas" 

(neddy, 1')11fi - •* 1:n. no~vor even. in such a s1tuatiorl the 



·pa:rty- tl!ld Smghnm started action ncntnst notorious coonda.tJ arid 

wor~t landlonts. noaey c, :1MG \) writes thnt poople themselvas 

took 1n1t1atlve. They' uould '"etiok handbills to the houses 

~g the poople•o enemies". t:1tb the crovth or such 

nct1v1t1es, the ,lantllortlo wore agntn terror-atrtciten en4 

azntn ran O'ldQY to tho towns tO!' W.Utary protoot1Gn, 

On ·tbG ave ot lS August 1947, tbe Il1z~·t!J of flydorabad 

refUSed to jo1n the Indlen Union and d~olareC hio tmopen(l.enoa 
' 

on f1.1 Auguet 1047. Ultb thin a big moveomt ntnt"ted for the 

moraor of ths atato W'itb tba Indian Un1on, The Col'!:lmUil1:st ·Party 

·started mob1Uztne people with nlogo.fiS or renpono1blG eo110rna. 

.:ente and 'Vlsalon~bra.'• Doyeott· o.f schools, coUeges and 

courts ~s tntens1f1a5. · i'ha- tOverrcmt in the nua.eo took a 

torm or bumtng the vUlQee reoo!'ds or Pntol's nnd Pat\te:ii.. ·, . 

no ta~-: ermpnlgn, and deatruotton tor ouston oftlcos on the 
. . 

boft'!vl. Agn1n the •outbapulu Oannbsm' becan to rise and 

erow. nonda: or loan werG burnt., Ttm.s the comtl1nists- took 

oppertunlty end "anti-!ltaam struaclo eora«l 1toclt WS.tb tM 

anti•landlotvls strues1o" (Boddy, l97G)y. The people began 

attoot~ the mono1ons ct lantJlords and dl.stts1butott tha 

Gro.in ot=orl6 tbeoeelves ,in lnrao (!Wlntity. ro tar the 

mov01110nt baci eonf1ned 1 tsolf to tho sttu~cle aaatnst 

~ct1ons nn<i tor thG r~ccu.pation or lnn<i under the 

fore1blo nrK1 iUeaal. occupation. of! tho landlords. Now tho 

r>dfjQr1' quest1on was of tt1strl'but1on of' tho lnnds of tho 

La.ndlo!'ds, The ~tst leadorsh1p matle n stud,- ot the 
' 

~G sltuntion ond •antved nt tl"'.a conclusion tho field 

ms twtUe tor amecl 1nstUT'SCt1on and auer1lle typo 

~artnro. · they proeureli arcs trO'tl 11ar1.ous pnrlo or tho 



o·ountry ond establlshed rogul.nr nrm~l squads all ov~ 

TiCllengnnn.• (K. Rengn nao, l978• 169). · ny tbe· end of 194'7, 

!.t tm.e estimated tha.t the cott.unlsts bad succeedecl :l.n 

dlstr1but1na tbe land cf the ~1ch lanBlords nmanc tbe 

poor and eatablisbod local rul.G 1n about 31000 villoaes 

(ft. nnnee Bao, l918t lGO). In tho pronranee . ot lo.nd 

d1$tr1'but1ont tho vtllage Un1 tad rront was developed Bl'ld 

preso~ed. Unless the,v were people's oneotes the lando of 
' 

rtch poasants and mnaU landlords were not touched. The land 

ws ~1str1'buted t1rst to tbo seri.culturnl ttlb'Jurers, then the 

poor peasants and next the ttl.ddle peasants.. Tho po.nlo• 

e~~ri~ken N1zam of HydGrabad reoorto4 to tne1tin8 f.~slm 

ec~:tsm. !-Ia311s-Ittehad-ul•nuol.Uleo\\, an organization 

vt¢ch had supported the Nizo.tl ln not 3otntr.tc tho Indian Union 

on tho eve of 1947, cmne forward. Tho t~eJlte bad developed a 

eattre of voluntesro· ,who t-te:re eol.led Ba~s, and these 

Ra;aalm.ra be3nn to rouse the reeltnes of the f·Mslf.mc aaatnst 
Iliildus" The rtaialmrs til~ to raid, 'bUm Qfld loot wttole 
vlllaaes. fb.o people r:cb111zed tllemnelves for the defl!llee 

or tr1elr rlllnEos. Every village had 1 ts ovn sontrS.es-. 

!bese santrios, notiems the ndve.ne.ing na]aknre, would 

1attodlately wm tbo Whole vUta ... e w1.th the help of the 

· IlQlt:ara. Ianed1atel$ the vhole village would aet mobU1zed 

1n oelt-detonce. nut st:l.eka, spears and cb1U1 powder wore 

not sutfietent to ros1st the nft.'lGd nafaltars and the Govern• 

mont, p0U.co and mllltary. Chandra Pulln Reddy (1976) wr1tesa 

"People W1111~1Y' 'hoJlded over thot.r ord:l.nar.v cuns, m«>rtts and 

sp.ears to the party u.no the l'iJlCibra t-l~obha• Peop1e 



themselves selced euns from the landlords. !bo self 4etonee 

ot the vUlages an<l securing ot weapons were conducted elde 

'W s14e. RefUsal to PEW' the levy grain, no tmc c~n tlftd 

land dtstrib\ltlon were bGJ.Dg eoriluete4 at the same time. The 

people'• enemies were being pun18he4 aeeord1ng to tbe crimes 

tbey eot.nm1 tte4." In order to eneountor the armed RaSakarst 
thO pol.ke and the ndU.tar.v,. the eomunlsts formed nme4. 

aqW'!.da tn each feluq. SQ.uads were formed at the vil.tage 

19'11Gl also. AU the youtb 1n the vUlar.es \fhUe continuing 

w vork on their tal"Ul8 vou.td ptU>tle1pate in those village 

squads. Regular ~ed suernua squads were formed out ot 

tbose youth \fho. were prepa.?ed to abandon the1r 111llagea nnd 

workB att whole•tlmers. ~bfme regular squnds trained by the 

eommuntst party weN tna.lnlY formed to resist tbe armed 

Re.eakars and the mtlitary. ~bese squads would eofteist or 
w-as aet!lbers ea.ett. !teddy (;_---:- _1976.~> wrtten •Pons ot 

ot4lna17' poasanta \tho upto .nov knew onl7 fartd.tlg acqulrod 

mG(lern woap0ns from tbe enemy ltselt, learnt warfare through : 

-wat"'fare o.nd experteneet even Without ordtnaey educat10'1l tbe,r · 

gr«N tnto commat'l(lers of the regular cuerlllo. squad~. • fhe 

peermnt guor1Ue. squads attnekeil the Razaknr and tbe pollee 

eanps end eeiae4 weapons. Cucb resistan~ was carried on 111 

hundredS or vUlago&• 

Despite the bi8 eoneentra.t.lon of m1Utal"Y tor.ce and 

tbe 2-nids on villages, despite mass tnUJ!darst Telongann 

eovement advanced to never and newer areas. At the village . 
level thO !U.sa.m' e organs or etate power ha4 been clestrt)1ed;. 



tn aboUt 3 1000 vill.aees, Gratl Raj (Loca1 nule) bad been. 

ostnb?-J.ebat! (Reddy,. (tq ~(,; 4>• In tho Gram Ba3 all such 

groups wbo bad participated ln the antt.ta .. zam etrunr.lo were 

ctven representatton. The oaricul.turnllo.bourers ooeupted 

l.eadlnn J>Oii Uone 2.ri these Village comml. ttees. Bvew 
v1Uo.sa bad one ~llaae c~ ttee eon$1ltlng of 6•11 persons. 

w~ with neee!JsfU7'· •ee.pab111ttest weM rep~nted in these 

c0l'!.lt8lttees. these v-s.nase comr1 ttees would settle oU the 

vUl.age disputes. 

Orlder the loeal Gram Raj, lakh& or acres or Dan3ar nnd 

BtUlchar1 larlCls hOd been distributed at!On6 tbe people. Peop1& 

bad rooceupied all those l.tlndo that had pre'rl.ouoJ.Y 'bean 

torclblY nr.t8 · U196allv oceuplOd by the landlords. Apart 

frQtl tbe Daojar 1S'Iltls, nbo\lt 10 lali:hs or aores ot land 
~~.: ~ 

belone11'18 to landloft!s !".ad nlM been ti1str1buted at:Ofl8 tho 

p~l.e. i'bese lt'll.lds bed boon dl8tr1bU~ed acona t.be earl• 
eul.~ lnb0111'&rs1 poor ar.d mt.ddlo poaeants, Aerleulturol 

u;tl~ente and the e9ttle of the lanlllordo had also been 
. ' '. ' 

d1etl'1bUtG6 ~ t.be peoJle. All tbe lands of the people 
/ 

\fbo. hO.d 3ci:nGd tb.O enecy ware c~letety confiscatetl ar«1 

d1tttributed. tODd l"GV00\8 waa QbetUSb.ed· anli loons wel"e 

cancellec:t. Soelally, tbe right of eivorco was granted to 

uOtnal\ ond vas U;tlstlented Wben necessary. Untoucbnb1Ut1 

weo nbo11sb.ed and old boltefs ana. superstlttons wore 

dest:royati., PoUt1cal.l,m)paanmn end cultural e.ct1171t1et'J 

wore· oxtenslvEily e8.ft"ied on. Oicht schools wore sot up 

ana l.akbs of people receivod elem~ntary eduCation• 



This full sco.lo anna! revolt was not supported by the 

Ctmgroos party both at the mtioml and state levele (R. nanna 
nao, 19?St 160). Howovor, despite active oppoa1t1on of the 

Cor.Jgrese party, the eomuntst~ increased the number o.n4. 
otran.qth ot ~~1etr SQ)ls.ds.. Villeee eqllQISs 'With o.boUt 10,000 

mocbers nnd regul.a.r guerilla squn~s uith more than 21000 

mar:bers uere f'ormod (Surt~aiWa, l9'12t ESO). Aeeordlng to a . - ,, -

tield marvs.v of eight \I'Ulaees in Suryapet 'raluq earned out 

by n, nanga new .. (197s) 1n eoeh village b~tween 3 and 113 

zr.~bors 3o:lned the v.tUasa communist fband', and the mjority 

of them .bolonged to the lower caste peasant groups. r~ 
' ... ....-· 

altto balon~ed to the doml.nant 1leddU nnd Bralmd.n castes 

(p., 160) • TillS tndi~o.tes that tha Telengana trOVetnent \:1BS 

ablo to bret\lt the caste nnd class barriers. 

The Union GovermJent ot Indta could no longer tolerate 

thfJ ar()'Wl!lc acrarian revolution in Tolengana and took police 

action on 13 Cep~ecber 1948. Though the pollee e.etton was 
_J./ £."'~ . . 

appar$)tltly Q8Ginst the UizQtJ ot B;deraba4 \1ho bad refused 
.If';' /" 

, to join tbe Indlm1 Union, 1t was obviously naninst the 

c~t rsvoln.tionarias and 118.! oBlled upon to riave the 

tri~ltna feudnl syatom or explo1tnt1on'. Attar tbe 

pOlice. action, mllitary rule was ostabl1shed. -Tbe Rasattnr 

tQ'l'"Of' ws curbed and its lead.er Quno1m Rizvi was put bellS.nd 

tho bars. t:Jtth tbe arrival ot tlte t':m!i¥t l.aMlords made 

atto~ts to take baok the land vbieh the Oot!l!!t.lnists had 

distr1buted scone the poOJt. fha roncross party was tbQ 

ea1n adviser to tbe military covernment. Landlor<le anti 



otber Wll•to-do 84Ctions ot the population beean to support 

th' Consresa. H1tbin a veokt the tlbe.m. ot Hyderabed 

GtlJ'rende:e4 to the ttn1on arr:rv. ll1l1t&l7 rule was estnb11sbed 

tlltdor, OevGJMOr OentJral. :r.n~ Cboudb.Ui7. Zfll'd.ndars, Jagbdars 

and De~hs who bad p~ously' tletl trom the VUlqes, 

returned to the vUlGBel t,\1l6 eata'ttl1she4 themselves.- The 

Umon &rt!f"t tilth the help of Co:ngrese worlt-·ret beeao caking 

re!d .s on t'he rillagts on a large eo ale. They carr ted out 

-~siva 'tnrotuaa r~· tho bldtt-OUte of the guerUla equails 

ln eaeb village. Anestoa· people wre to.rt'Ured,. In ordor to 
encounter the new e1.tuatton1 the c~at party dee1dell to 

- -
revttellee ito &.ftlltd strugcle ogcinet the nw Government so 

' . 

that the aas.ne or tbe1r otrasct. ln tavour or the pOOlt 

peasants mid the ru:ral labou%' ·tcttoe WOUld be coneolldated. 

Guerilla war:tere agtdft aproa4 to dl.ttorent Y111ages aud tM 
' . . 

COim!Uri1ot sqwlde took sbeltor ~c the vUla!l•s .tn the plains 

and aloW.1y moved to the tordt trt.bal areae o.s well• M a 

. reSUlt ot this, the l~s 8.lld rtllage otr1e1Bls aga!D 

l!'JOVai to tolm.-t and c1Ues tor shelter. floveve:r, VS.th the 

8f'Jl\Y' notion the eoerunlttn ha4 reoes.vttl a •enouo e&t-ba,. 

!be ~ md• large-seale &rrNtl· anct kt.Ued the ear1:swll.et 

SUerill.al aad their' ~s-tore ·1n the vUlages and tnbal 

~. The Cqress aut the loCal leaders open'b' supported 

the~ 1n its raid on tbt ecmmuntstl (It• Banua Rao,T}- )Q'18 )' 

182'• Tbt c~s.e:t pertq41d act have a autttotent amount ot 

~p-ons tor~ tbe Indian U'l!\1., Renee the O~to 

eetabUehed tbetr own centres ot pro®ctlon of anns in the 



forest areas. llowver, tho pressure from the a.ney- vttb 

sophtstlcatad arms am tho dobnte wi~l'd.n tho party on 

1deo1og1oal questions lod to tho withdrawal of tbe stru.cule 

1n 1961. 

rr. · CQnqJ;!UJMG 

In tbe above we have diooussed the 1doolog1eal 

foundation or· the 'felengana oovement 1n its dU'f'GZ'tmt phases, 

and how the 1deoloe7 t:n'1d et~~r.le atroeted the 11r.e and social 

nct1ons of the people eeonomteaUy, soeS.allt .ard culturally. 

!be fo11ow1ng are a rew striltJ.ng features or the 'l'elenca.na 

t:oVementt 

(1) ~be meet tmportaDt gain the Telensann struecle vntJ 

that it clear]$ d('m()nstrated tbat the often charactortaeB 

'paes1ve•t 'doeU•'• 1un4er the obligation or tle.Sters• 
peasants, tho n.etuat tillers, have the Mtemendoua revolutionary 

capacity to la'llneh a.rmfid otrugr.o;le aimed at OBJ)tuzin8 tbe 

statepover 1n eountrtea like Ind1a. 

(2) Tl:wJ most tar!li>reaching 1deologloal. co.tn or the ~t 

ws that net ther the !U.eam• s nor the Iieb.N• a Govel"nn!tent eoul4 

eomplotely suppress the peasant armed struecle and onl3 tn tbe 

moot d1tt1cult circumstance whore lt tace6 serious opposttiot'l 

not of'l.y from outside but. also from 1nstde, the struagle was 

wttbdraw. 

(3) felengona ~as the f1ret vell-o.rgantzed peasan~ armed 

stNarle for state power 1n the tndtan history resulting m · 
o. liberated uma of nbout 16,000 sq,u,..q,re miles cover31JB 3t000 

villaaes., l?or l2 to 1S sr.ontba the entire adcl.nistration 1n 
. . 



--

theoo twons vas tn the bands or tbe v11183e peasant eot'd tteeo. 

About 4,000 party end peasant mUtants vera ldUeO and over 

10,.000 oomunlst cadres e:nd other were thrown into prieon or 

dot-entlon eamps for ~hf'ea to tour yeara. 

(4) Soe1ol.osioallft the synt$1'!1 of superorcU.natton md 

tJUbordlnatlon a.nd trodlttonal tt1ctribut1on of power wero 

cbaU<maed Qfld. overthrown tn thO liberated zones. 

(6) fhe felengana struae1e ~Uceesetullg challoneed the 

trsdittoool feudal authority anti the rural elite_. tbe v1ll.G8e 

cofm11 tteae in tbe Ube:ratod aonas tmplemanted tbe aarnrum 
p~e. Tbouah the n.granan prooramo could not be 1l!lPle• 

montea Oot'!Pletol..V 1 over 3 tnUUcn acres ot land uns redlstr1.• 

buted, the system of tOl'cetl labour wac abollnbed, 1Uennl 

extmott.ona antS teudal oppreaston ct \ttlrlous tyes vera 

'brcuebt to en Cl'lU!. 

(G) !he !elongana psaStmt movemont brought tho Q.Uestton ot 

aerar1an. revolution to the tororront e:r:Kt eor.pellod the Co~rest! 

ttovor~ to enact the l.O:nd retonta· sets. 
(7) DUI1,1J8 the Telengana n:oveeont, a p.-opor co-ordlnst1on 

botween tl"'.o d.omlnnnt ro~ of mblUzation and subsltl1tU7 toms 
ot t:10bU1~t1on couJ.(l be achioved. 

(S) file telfmnam movecent paved the wy tor later 

COt1CUnl$ts to ovolve people's wr .Oild armed. strucrcl.G na 

the domnnnt rom of mob11iaatton m 11azal.bar1 and attar. 

(9) felenznnn po~t ~ent reveals that 1deol007 COD 

causa inteli'ool tJ1s1nteJration tt it taees opposlt:l.on from 

W1tb1n. 



~~ 
There occurred a vertieal spUt within tlla United 

Communist Party or India (CPI) resul.U.tJa in the tomntlcm ot 

the CPI(tO 1ft 1964. The formattoa ot tho Communtst Party ot 
India ();larlttst) ~.!. CPt(M)-wae not only the outcome, or the tntenee 

ldeoloP.cal. debate vi tt.d.tl the tntemattonal COili!ltmist ~bvemant 

tollolri1Dg tho 20th <'<m,.;ress ot the OPSU1 whore the theor.y ot 
tpeaeeful trrm.sttlon to aoctaUsm' was propoWldsd, but also 

ot tho dirterences \11th reapoet to the sltuat.ion 1n India e.nd 

tbe path of revolut1on to be rollowcl. In thG ~ogtnntng, the 

CPX.(l() took a pro.Cblnese, ant1.cP% and antt-tJCCB at&Dd. 

nove-rer, tor three yev~t ( 1964•67) 1 1t. could not fonaulate 

a cl.eat!.Cut prasramme tO't' Indian revolution • nor 414 tt take 

a. ettmd on 1deolotileal tasuos tbat d1v1ded the CPSU and OPC._ 

The panq leadersb1p CN:rinB thic pelo4 bad moved eontt1derob1y 

to'V4U'd.a ttio right, Witb equ1vocatton on the question of 

pea.e&tul and. non.peacafu1 struggle e.nd tino.l.l.y with a roturn 

to l)U'Uamenta:r1antmn (Sen Gupta, 19'121 S24t t7ohan Damt 

19691 111. In tho very first Congress or the CPI(lt) an 

inten~Je t\to•l1ne strusrlo between. the leadership and the 

mUtant ranks of the party emorsed.. T~ea Sllen&nents were 

novG4 ror resolut1on 1n the Con!:reru'• They wONt 

· (1) !ha toretcn poltey of the Indian Oovemment was a 

take mn..alS-ent policy and that 1t was aotually subsel't'iet 

to that or us ir.IpOJ'laliSl'!'!t (it) the demand tor the right ot 
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self deterotnat1cm of the net1onnl1 ties be recosntaedt QJ'ld 

(111) tile lndtan state is .a neocol.onlal ona and that a 

prooremne of amea strua.r:le sbotil.<l 'be adopted. Zhe rust 
ana third ameOOme!\ts vere rojoeted nnd the leo.der'ahip t:nnaged. 

to postpcna the dioeusoton on tbo second (TilPSi', 1982t 32). 

J\Dd soon the CPI(r.t) prov~ to be no different tram CPI ttbGn 

it entered 1n tbe 1966 ltcJ"Ola Ausor:l'bly' by•eleotions. !118 

CPI(l-!) leedersblp acknow1o~ned that the situation in India 

ws not yet rlpo for revolution and opted tor partief..pa.tiDg 
. , . 

tn lo~islatlve poUtteB t<Jtth Vbicb other lttnda or strusel.es 

eould be combined O!Ukherjoe, 19?81 2a). Bu.t ·soon electoral 

polittco boeame tbe only aeUvtty tor tbe Cl?l(l1) and wbGn the 

United Pront Oove~t \it'ith CPI(M) participation came lntc 

exletonee in t!est Bengal 1n February 196?, tlle CPI(f,t) 

. 6oolared that "tbo fortunes or the antlre Party at tlle 

present ataee of ·development nro clooel.y' linked ut.tb the 

sueeesstul ru.nnina or mt.nistttea• (no,., 19781 ?4). !hua the 

CPl(tl) '• policy at tbe national level turned out to be a clast: 

coUaborntionlf't, revis!on1Bt policy, not bas1eall.y dlfterent 

trotn that ot thO CPtts., It was eosent1olly veddod to tbl 

theory or poacotul transt t1on of r.ov1et revis1ontsts (!nPS!, 

_ _ ttea 1t 3!:!-33) • Tbio 196 to en open revol.t by tbe 

rovoluttone.J"1os td.thtn the CPt(t~) aaatnat its leadership. 

Comt:Iunist rovolut1onnrtos 1n tlle Dol-jeeltng D1etr1ct Coe:d.ttee 

ot the CPI(ff) in \lest nongal under the leaderehip of CbarU 

tlnjumder vcre 1n the forefront of thla revolt aealnot party' 

· .lee.dersb1p. 'Xb&y d1t!. not confifte tbelr e.et1vJ.t1es to the 



. tboor,etionl 1ove1 o.lone bocauso1 ~ t~afurnder ( ~) 6eclaretl, 

·"tho real fight agatnat revlslonlsm can never be boaun unleoa 

the pGasant starts it t~usb rovolutlonar.y praettca.• 
Agc1nst thio back().!'Olltld, this chapter 1o <11 Vi tied into 

tbreo parts. Port I \411 diseus:s the ideoloclcnl onontot10no 

·of the tlmtalbnrt pe:ntnlllt tno~t. In Part II wo wi.U br1ef4" 

dtseuso bou tbo movement otraeted thO peaeanta' eoeteJ. netton 

end brousht a ebtmge 1n the ovo:rall trac.U.tloml rolat1onsh1pi!1 

1n tba o.reaa of ·atrugcle. t·n PaJ't III• on atter:pt will be matle 

to rmnlyco the f!t')Vement tn the' llabt of the £lenn& employed and 

ends nch1evodt · 

iBti ' l€9RW£ 
It una tbG taeoua Blcht nocuments written by CtlZU'Q. 

' ' 

t·talum6or <lurlnB tho period 1965·67 whlcb fo~ted elmoet 

'flU 1tnporttmt ideologlcal pel1ttea11e~ues fOP tho ori81n 

_tmd developm-ent of the Naxelbnrl struaO].e. Hova..,er, 

~Mtber3t (19"18& G-&3) doGs not agree 'iltb !ftlCh o. position. 

Ue wl.U exGettte bitt vlswtt at n lattott etc.co in thts section. 

xu. 19GS Cbaru r.~ar rormula.tee the baste votnta of 

nc~nt tor urilty with dlft~rent eroU!>G \1b1eb bad split 

away froo the OPI(l~) or tu'U ouch group. the four points 

tor acre<tteent Vhlch Cbaru tlrunzmder ro1eed wsret 
I 

( 1) Aeeaptnnee of ~!eo· Tae.-tunt; na the load or of the vot-l4 

rovolutton and htc tbougbt QO tbe bisbest tom or Mard.sm• 

Lonift1m of this Grat (O) beUst 1n tho vieu that n 

rovolutiontU7 situation cmlotee 1fl ovory corner or tr&ns 

(3) boliot 1n aren-v.t.so std.r.;uro of power no tbo path tor 
t&ld.fte the In41an revolution rorvercs, ond (4) boUet !D 



gu~Ula wrtare as tha only motle throuab wbtcb tho 

i!otrolopnsn~ of and adherence to tbls revolution was pocaibla 

(tnPtT, ~ __ 1982,1 36),. 'rhes-e rmtr points were later to beeomo 

the bntlie ror the fonat:Lon of on independent po11t:f.eal party 

aaUG4 Co~ct Party of lntlia (Uanlst•LGflintot)) CPI(t%.)_.1D 

1969. Of thoso f'our points, the concept of area•wtao se1aure 

ot political power is tbo eornerstono ot Cbaru r~atSUI'tKior•s 

rovolut1onery Une. !rho CPX and t,. OPtt pro3aotod tile concept 

or enpt~lnn the poUttenl. povet:t at the nationollavol at one 
et:roke. M WG bBd di~uoeed 1n Chaptor l ti1 the OPt bad 1U"£IUed 

durtne too felonstme. struael.e tbat tho eondi tions vei'O not 

coriluei~ to start af'tt.R'l4 struacle to copturo powor ot the 

mttonnl level. najeots.ne sueh a --vteu, t~wmm.dor wrote• •tn 

other won.to, th.e strategy and toetJ.os ot tbooe otrunclea vUl. 

be nren-wtse 091~ ot vower •••• tn tho on of noc1a11~, 

aU the GletJents or aroa.wlse aelaure of power Ol"e preeent 

ln OUI' trnmo•vork8 ( les2t 9) • In e.notb8r' nrtl.cle ~ 

dootaretl ft!es, Comrades, today wa bava to npook out 

e~oontl1 1D n bold voice baforo the poople that it ia 
tho aroo.-vtso S013Ure of povor toot ts o~ pnth" f-tt 16),. 

· Aeco!."61fte to t.!uOOildor-, tbe Tebbaea D.')V~nt ot l.e4G-47 tnUad 

bocnuso "w heottated •.. to carry fo:rwartJ tbo rovolut1on by 

coUocttna oms locally' antl so1a1nc pavor o.reo.•uloo• 

<~~~f)2jt 10). 

l'Or arm-Wile aeizurG of polittcnl power ct.nru r~czw:Xler 

lnsS.eted on tho party's rS'IfOluttc.lr.nrv poUtlco and rorutQ4 

thO prirlG.OY or ~:;nos orge.nt.aat1onc. Be vroto in the 2D4 

.. document (iJ® t S)t "OUr primary trum teeny ts to build 

up a eonoot rovo1ut1onary party fielltina uncor;p!'omiSlnt"t]Q 



agatnst th1S rovioicnJ..et thitlktttg, (l) The ftrat ter:ous 

revls1on1st thought te to .regard Itr1sbak Oabba (Poasants 

orsord:aat1on) anc1 trade unton as tho onlY Party o.ctt.vttq •. • 

!bey (party eomro.4oG) do not reallae the pollt1col. tnslts of 

tbe party enrmot be carr1ed out tlD'ousb peasant•& omnn1za· 

tton end trade unt.on. But 1t should be Nl!iombePtd at tbe 

·tJ8m.e tirae that ·the trade u ion Ol'1d the pentants o'rgan1zot1on 
' .. 

~re one of the ttany venpons tor eervtns· 011!" purpose. on the 

other bantl, to recam peasant's orcanteat1on 81'l6 · · trade 

union as the Only work Of the party t can onl.F meM plung1IJI 

the P4iorty 1n the· mire or econotn1mna fbe proletariat) 

:revolution eQD net 'be eade cucceestul vitboUt nn uncompromt• 

· slraB strusale &Stl1nat eoonod.am. (2) some ~Oill"e.dett" thtnk ana 
are st1U tblrklftG tocltl\1 tbat 0\17 PGllttaal ta8k erd$ v1t'b 

·the launehlns ct a tow mver:enta on demands and tbe1 renar4· 

n si~e· Victory througb these trOV"EGD\1 na n pol1t1cal 

· yt.etory . o~ ~he party. uot onlY that, th&se cQmrado seek 

· to confine the responatb111ty or ctu171n6 out tt. poUt1cal 

tas'kt of the party within the lild.ts of these rovemente onlt. · 
' 

But we• the true Nal'Xlats tmov that ear.rytna out tbe partyt e 

t>OU.t1cal responl!J1bU1ty oeans that thO final. aim of aU 

prc»aeando., au 1l'l0vatants aD1 n11 organ1aat1one or tile 

Party 11 to establish tUml.Y the pol1t1cal poWel' ot tM 
. ' .. ~ ' 

proletariat• It obQul.d be remerberad elways tbat U tam. 
Btdl ~~'IUBI 0: iP1-&Sii.Sai llP¥1£8 ltl.~iltt A»tt ,l\lt .Rat~ 
PR .·Jsess: rat'M a. &IXM~DUX lltttl" c empballa added). 



Later on• surdne up tbo apertences ot tbe 

Or1lmkulo.m atl'USale Chcl'U t:az\ltlC1ar ( 1969t7) wrote• u Is 1t 

that ~thout mass orsnn1aa.t1on or ooss cove1'!:8nt tbio war 

<c.rnoJlUla war) eonnot be rousbt out? 119\l'Oluttonary UJasaes 

bnve prov,oa tbrouah their ouerilla ~~rfnre that for 
(tUeri11a wrta.re mss l'!OVet::ents anti casa oranntaattons are 

not necessary. UbBt tn tnportnnt 11 tb0 propnconda of 

rovo1utlomn:v voUt!.os t.e. t~e.o thought. 

!b1s propa:3ondc 1o !>oSc1ble only thro:unh portu' a esoret 

ornanizatt.on. O!ll.y ttlJtouch soc~ et organ1sat1on cuerUla 

OC!\!ade onn be tormod end used acmnst olnne enoti.el9. OnlY 

tbrousb secret orconimtton unity enn be forced aft'ODS oottsea. 

CuorUle act ton eneourageo broad eaoses to participate tn l t, 

ttbUe on the other, rrnGt'l movements anll cat!o orao.ntnat!on 

toke the cassos towalds economtsm. ttbicb slowlY turns into 
l. 

rav1o1on1m. Tbera 4oos not· r~nln any aecreey and it 
' . 

boe•aa easy tor tho &neti" to attack. itm.o. for auerUla 

equa.eo, mnos ttov~nta and ans or-cantoot·1ons ato obatnel•s• • 

lt le tn th1c context that tho relo.ttol)ehlp betwen 

the legnl and lll<!eal works aoc.:;uiree lt:!portaneo. Cha!'u 

t!azumdar, ( 19891 19) explains the positiont n •.. no movotn()nt 

of the peasants on btu:Jt.o <J~s Wil.l follow a peo.eeM path. 

1'01" a class anol.ysls of' the peasatlt organlzation and to . 

estnbllsh tbe laadenhl.p or the poor ana lantU.esa poosants, 

the peasant!"Y' t'!bould be told in elonr terms tlmt no f\mda• 

mantnl p!'Obletl or t~atro ean be colved \11th the help or anr 
' 

lnv of t.hts rea.et1onary covorment. nut t~11s does not mean -

tl"..at tto shQll not teko adventace or fli\V' lecel l!.OVemtnt ••• 



sa.IXIIJ4,.!4Jl&J pgammt £fiOI'I lim I'Qijt mmlrt& t1» r.Qln 
· toeJJ: :ot: *' um.su ~ae ~g rqm Rlttz sm11o1 Q\ld.ml§iu 

thfJ ,DJ.;O!ll:ilmf rlt. t}1g, Cfitmo.D t'i19\ldit.QD QD4 t}lg &Uie§ Slt 
QZti•S&ii ,§ll.atG .. .Qt~~aGS• !rbroutth this procrsmne, the poor 

nntl lsc6lsss :poatants wiU be established in the leadership 

of tbe peasant ~ve:rnent.11 Thus the veer ~· lnndleso 

psacantc ue the baeltbone of the C.Srtn"ian revolution. "The 

peasant movement will ba~Olie nU1tant to the o;:tent wo 

ostabl1sh the le.oderst'J.p of the POOr a.nd lanaless poammte 

over tho ont1re ponsant · tte11~t· (1~2• lS) • 

~posinG t'Ue Covornmtnt t d 1na.b111.ty to provide toed 

end tbe r-cpressS.ve me:lsuros token a,coinst peasants, Cbaru 

t.=a~ar (19a2t a3). tm.med "If they (ponrnnto} are daprivGtl 

of the crops 1n tho field, they Will bave to d1e or starvation 

·next ye~. ro prapare yourtel.vos Mv. now can the strucnle 

to preterve the crops 'be eontlu.cten? (1) Orenntzo armed forcee 

in rs.tery Village. (D) t~ako arrancemonto r:o that these torces -

ean eoU..ect as ouch ert:"o ns thoy oan antl tb secret places 

to lteap tbe arcs. (3) 1?1% places for hidill:J tbe- erops. In 

GV0!7 area, GVM7 pen.sa.nt \d.U ll&:vo to a&k:e n p].(J.ca, to td.de 

tho crops unde!' tho earth... (4) Deeldee a.roea un1ts9 smn. 
bands ot pensrmts should be tol'ti!84 to keep CUO.l"dt and 

oatntn1n eom:::unioatlons ana other uortt. (5) Bvezy unit 

vtll ha·.;re to be n1 ven ryo11t1csl f.Kluentton c.ntl po11 ttcol 

propa3QUda nbotil.<1 cartoi:;ly be ear.ried on ••• • t!azumdar 

cave a clarion call to lay the roun6at1.on of tho Uev 

Peopl.e1& Damocrattc India by btd.Wlna Uborated poassnt 

a'reQ.e tbrouah peammt rev-.lte. no wrots• "the people's 
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DemocratiC novolutton enn be acecmpUabed only by building 

up rovolut1ol'lt1!7 bnoos tn the ru.ra1 ureac throuab oarar1an . 
revolution, under proletarian leadersblp and r.n.:'bteqUently by 

. ene1reltng tbe urban oentren by expandtnc these rovolutlor.aJ? 

bnsoo by orgnn1zl1.16 thO people' e liberation forcee t!"OD aroDB 

tho veasnntst euerUltl forces ana by lectllnn tbo ntvolut1on 

to vie tory by e optta1no tho c1t1en, that S.s, by putttnc into 

prccttoe the tneUec ot people's 'W&f" a.s formula.tGd by Cl~ 

t1no. 0 ((luotfltton 1n :Jaaer~oe. 19801 :!9) 

1•& stated oaJ"l.ier, the lllcbt nocumento prepared by 

Cbanl t~UQt!ldar tormoo the 1doolostcal, voUttcnl, e.nt1 oree.nt• 

aat1onal basts for too 1967 llaxalbar1 uoconnt uprtss.ne vbleh 

noeossltnted o. mt1omr.l.do process of pennant covetWnts e1me4 

at norar1an revolution_ toto:- on B Ooetlt:!ent prepared by 

OODO liWialbori. ncttvt·c;t.-s. onUed tnnxtllbar1 Ob.tkam• Slso 

ooottted tba.t ave oooored to &all vor1te6. o.ecordtng to the 

adviee of' our rospoeted leader (Comrade Charu ~1aS1.ll!kler) 1n 

no.xalbnr1 tmtl from ·1905 t~uch small tn<W·ementa with the 

balp of peaoe.nts' etl't1Be1es; to>" were able to overcome our 

sbcrtco~tncs. !hat vas ·Why we sav tt» mnsstvo upoonval. 1n 

1967 (TL!PDT, ~- ,, 34). However, rukhm'31 ( _ _Ul?S. t 4:.!-43} 

ooes not agree w.l.tb oueb a position and calla 1t " allistorical 

G'Xplanation ot tb.e eaunes of tbe peasant rr.ovGI'.!lO!lt0 • R!s 

Grcument 1s baaed on Kanu Oe.nrat'• rtlcument "Jotore AboUt 

De1talbar1" U'blch vas prepared in 1974 tmd coes aealnst his 

own i'OfCl naport of 1968 wtd.oh representee the majority 
' 

opinion. Sanyol' s contention toot . "lJ axalbarl uprlsina le 

o. U.111na protest to·•tbe etcbt ttocUDents" ms succesatu1]3 



been elm.ltenaNi by . : t::PS~, . --~~ ~oy, 

1976~ ~ ote. , ono wmers hov t:Wbn31 coula coco to the 
-=.;--

eoneluoton that trnc1nc the or1g1n of tho r:n~olbo.ri revolt to 

o1cbt c'!ocutlents 1s "rather nhistorlcal explnootion of tbe 

poasnnt eovomntft • l'o:r, a cnroful ~nation of et.cb.t 

doeU'f!!Onts, ns p~ononted enruor, revools noth1~ but n 

historical <mp1.nna.t1on of tho CO.USOS Of tho poo.oant COVettJOnt. 

And Vbat ls nor~ lcportnnt 10 to ~to tt~t tho i6oolo51 ond 

prcnr.a.t:nna ot eiGht <lOClllnents l1n8 eamoo out 1n the tlmral'bnrt 

oroo with SOtnC r::odL.~ca.tton vhS.eh vna avldent from f'a.nyalta 

19Ga TGJ~oi r.eport. Thus f':'ultbel'jits a.rr.umont 1a not.htrla bUt 

ono etctGd ubieb led h1.t'l to support r.arvnl'e rdlirl cr1tt.e1tm ot 
# tlls ioeumonta that tbay were ah1otor1eal in no l!.lUCh no tho 

prosont struseles prior to 1965 were Mt o.noly'eed (t!Ukborji, 

l --~191$jt 44). Tl'lG· purposo of these doeumonts as evidont trcm .. · 

theo was not to anelymo tho pre-1966 peasant strucmles but to 

pt"OVide 1deoloa1eal, poUtienl end orcnrJ.uational auidelines 

on tho basis of· ex1sttng soe1o•oeonom1e a1tunt1on tlblch doea 

not exclude the pnst exporioneo of ec=untste in Ir.416 cmd 

othet- emmtries. . l~oreoveJ' llbene'll'&r neeoccary • ltasumaor hna eone 

so. As., 1n nocueent 2 (1082, .. 1· e), t•aaucde.r ee.retu.Uy 

enolyees the Tebbngn ~vottent. no wu . tullY' awtU-e of tbe croot 

importance of the lesoono to ba drawn trcnn the pnst movement. 

ne wrote• nOtir part1 bas n very lcms htstory of etrut.H~les. 

\Je ca•e the lo.otl$t"Sb1p to the peasants ont1 vorkers t10veeents 

in the oxtens1ve countryctde of North nangal.. f!ntt.U'Gll.y, ,.,. 

sholl hnve. to exatni.M· and on~ lyse the reovet."Sntc ot the paet 

and dr~w lessens from thOU'l and we nbel.l ho.ve to motte torvo.rd 
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t:mOV tn· the proeent ravoluttonnry era• ( l.C8St9). It le 

etn'p1*1td.na to note tbat noWhere 1n his 73 vo.se J.tm.c article 

.. ~· l~tbel-31 ( ~l!rm ) bus botherld to look 1nto t::aautldar*s 

t!,Tl tings btmself. 

XI 

In tbt.e section ue VU1 61GCuGo how tho 1daoloaY om 
poli.tt.onl prog~o attocted tho peaet.mts• eolloetl\ .. e aetlcm 

ona neces,1tnte4 n proceso or c~e 1o tho system or aupor­

o!'dinat.,on aDti suboftti.natlon chnuenaing the troo1Uonal rural 

author1tr. t~o will also see oow lrr tho tneo or the prulstmts' 

revolt ~he nopre~s1ve Oto.te apparatuses. wro used to cupp:rees 

the pe~ant mvement.. ~b1s Will be done by preoenUDS thG 

ovonta tn a narrattve-tlesertpt1ve style,. 

~o have alreed1 d1scussed the c1rcuttstanecn wh1eb lea 
oome or tbe cPt(M) work~. 1n tbe lfmrnl.bar1 n!"On to revolt 

opGnly nantnst the party's 1dooloatcal positions. on lS J.~tlf'Oh 

196'1 • Just 16 dqs ntt• tho formation of the CPt(ll) let\ 

United li'ront GovePTGtmt • n. peasant eonref'enco was held UD:!er 

too nusptees ot the ll'118urL wb.UVS.aton of the& CPt(M) 

leaders~p (namer3ae, 1!"80). The contoPOnee we most 

eruoleltn· terms of 4ocls1ons uhlcb lGd to fUl'thor peasant 

DOblliaat~n. All the EJ.cht Documents ot Chn.rU. t~nS'tltidnr were 

d1ec~1sa~ 1n the presonee of r.~lY s,ooo peasants Cl-!Ukhe:rjeet 

'lfnB •• 44). 

Acoortttng to ferol lloport ot Kanu Oanynt (19GS), 

ftttte S1Uaur1 t.mb-41V!.ft1on ponmmts• convent:lon aave out 
' 

tb& call tot 1) 8Stebltoh tho autllori ty or peaeant eotm:'L tteea 
I 

in all t'jnttero ot tho vtUaco;. 2) Get orannt.aed and be armed 



in order to cruati the rea1etanee ot thft Joteda'r• • monopo~ 

of ownorsblp or the .lond erui rclstrl'bute the land anew 

tbrouch the peru.umt eomltteee. • 
t.rhe eonte:rence also wa.rne6 ptasanta or the opposttlon 

or the Centre 8bd tht !"'tate ont1 gave a ca11 to prepare tor a 

protn.eted armed ns1stenee. 'fbi• conter«lee waa toUowet! 

by a aeriu of mllltant penaant act1one. Betveen Septeer 

.. and Doc~r DBG, the tea gnrrdene vor• rooked by strtttu, 

!he JrOvet:ent tor n1&UH ot cropa had already besun m . 
tlOVemb&r-DecelrbeJ" '1966 and 0 tboulands ct organi.aet! 8l'IDfJ4 

poasants 'baJ'VentM paddy and a110 snatched cune• (S&nJ"a.l, 19'14) • 

tn a meetf.Dg in Uaxal.bar1 Oft 20 December 1986, the Kt.a.n S&bba 

aslted 1 ts mer;berc to remain .,~guet agat.n1t the pollee who 

~ eOll'l$ l!ltb aea2'Ch varrents to reeovel" the paddy tor the 

3otoc':klre., In such an event theY were to be prepar84 wt.th 

bow aDd arrowa to ~•nat them. Ib J'ao1ary 1967 meetmse 

wore held w...,_ the eultlvators were urged not to give arv 
levy to tbe soV'Orr=ent, to ttherao sovoer1111ent. ottleee 1t tbty 

demand tt, end the attbia!"S ·were encolB"aged rJOt to shaN 

• their crop Vitb the Jotedare (MukheJtleet 1 i918~ · t 45). 

Agal.nat tbis baekground tbe above ment1ontt4 peanat 

eontcrence proved tc be a {Weat wccess. AccorditW to 
. (t'ICZ) . 

- snn,a.ttl) AT~ nepon• •Almost. all the vUlaaea not organ11e4 · 

dl.lf':lDe the por1od tram the end or !-1arch to tbe er.d ot AprU 
. ~ 

196?. t1bereas, prevtou~, the meebershlp ot the Kl88n G~ba. · · 

could not be tnoreaeed b~ s,ooo, tbe lllt!'berahtp nov jtaped 

to alCott 40,000. About fifteen to twenty tbou88ft4 peasants· 

beeo.n to 4o WbOletiae work and built up peasant COt1l4 tteea ln 
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the v1ll.agea. Jfhe J'01.'I)8 men ot the vUlagea wbo bad never 

beon seen 1t'l the front nnk or the K1san Sabba DOW occupied 

t'ba: p1e.ee of' veteran peaSMlt cadres. trt.tb the speed ot a 

storm tba :rovoluttonar, peasant 1n the course of' about one 

.Clftd a. bolt el)ntbt, formed peaaont eomtt•s tbrousb ll.mdreds 

or lJJ.tOUP Deetlngs o.nd turD~ thelo commt. ttees into armed · 
. ... 

village defence g10upa. r, a uord, the7 organS.•GC! Gbout 

_. 90 per cent of the village populatt.on:1 
Attel' aettms 

.. .... 
otogala~ the peasants vent tnto tul"ther actlonl Whieb 

cball.enged t1le tndttton&l l't.ll'a1 authority. feral t:teport (sa ... 't•J,,, 1cz) 

eayat "The re?Olutlona1'1 poasat'lt·s1 tbrotlgh tllelr &.<!tt.one, 

made their decrees tbe 1mt ln tbe vUlasese 1) a blow we 

dealt at the poUttenl, economic and social. ctrueture f.n· the 

'VlUaeet baeetJ on ·mnopol;y land ownenbtp vtd.cb 4raasect the 

poasa.nts more 81:14 more into the deptbs Ot paupertn.t:lon. 

fllo, not . the deeds flD4 ~8 • 1fbat ts re(lUlred ls tba · 
.. 

oWlet' of the peaaaDt corrmt.tteo•, deelu-ec1 the peasants. · 

!hey madled out all the land ln the t'erai with their 
. ' . 

pl.ottabsbares et14 made 1 t their ow •• • Tbe old teudal 

structure that bad alated tor centur1e• vas tbue Sf!lWJhec! 

tbrouab tbls action of the peasants. a) AU the leaal tieede 

nnd doentMtnte :relating to the 1antt bat'l. biGft ueed to cheat 

thee.• TheY held m&dlngs and bumt all the receipts, 

neknovledcements, plana, deeds and doctaente. .3) 4fbe 

3otedare and money. lenders, tald.flB e.cSvsnta3e of ~he poverty 

ot tbe J'Ural folk, got them c~tt«t to unequal asreement, 
nlatitaG to tbe mortgage of 1end end 'bullocks. The peannt. 

tleclared aU sucb O{Ireementa o.s veU ae tbe 'huge burden ot 



1ntorut impoaacl on th• Dl11 and void• 4) !he boarde4 ric• 

wb1eb 1tJ used as capital tor carrying on usurtoua and teudal 

. exploitation wae eontteeated by the peasants end distributed 

Qtl01lg t'h.Gtl'Jaelvtt, ••• 6) All 3oteaare 1n the vlllac•a :who 

were known toJt a long ·ts.me ae oppressors and tboae who tr1ed 

to oppose the peasant at:rugele wre all su.b~octetl to open 

trial and senteoect to death. 6) 'the v.t.eked ruttlan elements 

an4 tlunttoya Who ware used to preserve tbe pollt1eal, Geo:l0f4,Q 

and social nuthorlty ct the J'otedars tn tbe v1Uag•s on4 thoae 

Vbo co-operated wttb the poUoe were au bi'Ougbt to open 

# tnnl ••• In some caaea, 4eatb sentmoe was civena ill ot~· 

tallows were paraded throush the village streets wttb .moe• 

strung around their necks and witb 'tool•• cape ori tll81r beads 

.so that they '\.*Ou.l.d not dare cORd. t orJate ~ tutun. 

7) Ronltsinn that tbelr atru;cle against the Jotecars, land• 

lonls .a!ld money lendea would be 8Ub3cete4 to armed repression 

,b7 the state npparatusl tbey armed th•selves w1 tb their' 

tndlttonal VOapOnfJ lJ.ke bova end 8l'TOWI and flPOM'S U WeU 

aa w.\tb auns forciblY taken avay f'f'o= the J'otodare and 

orgtmlsec! tbelr ow arme6 croups. S) Lest the general 

adld.n1strat1on of the vlllaces shou16 suffer, they arranced 

tor· r.d.ght vatcb and shouldered the MfJPODI1b1Uty ot runniDI 

the aebool8 U\ a SL'!OOtb way. 'lbe peasant oot%!1. ttee1 announced 

tbat severe puntumenta voUld be avatt!ed in cans ot theft 8ft4 

tlaeolty, and took measures to lntUct such pun1s'hmentl ln tome 

C&Se&t 9) In tlVCIJ7 area they created regional ODd central 

revolutto~t7 · eotld. ttees and establtshed the peasants• 

political. power. 10) 'l'bey declared the ertat1ng bo\U'geou 

law and lnv courts null and void. 1n the v11laae4. ~be 4eclalona 
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ot the ·~o;lonol end central rGVOlutiol.ary cocri ttees uoro 

clecl.aNd t.o bo the lnv. 11 

From tt1e above neeount lt 1s 0\f'l<lent tnat Ohnru 
~ 

Ua,numd:arts two 'f'latn PQ1nts i.e. nctt.ve reatatonoo rovoraent 

onl'l· estab11chlns Polltionl vowel' at, tbe local level, wbteh 

wore otrecaod tt'!r'Ouahout· the ]JoeumentB, wore put ·tnto 

_pnlCttCe 1n tho Daxalbari area and further develop~ 

fhe attitUde of tlle movoment t()VS.t'ds various rural. 

soctione vao oxplatned by ChaN 'Mnzt.lmdar in a meeting ot 
party· cnares .or the area on l3 AprU 19S?I ~e are olwnys 

on tl'l..e . sl4e- of poor and landless pensanta... OUr relnt1ons 

v1th too rteb peasant VU1 alvtilf's be one ot· strutt-:le. For, 

unleso -tll& rich peasants influence it weeded ou~ troo ·_ the 

vlllace, the leedersbtp or the poor and landloss poneants 

cannot bo establ1ebod and ~d~la poasants cnnnot be 

drtltm ovor to us.• ( 'Naalbar1_ Cblkamt, Quoto.t1on 1n 

~ Bnner3ec, ~~1q ~0 ~• U1). 

By t:o.v 19G7, too rebGls could elo.itl aa their st!'ODG 

bolds Batlcbtsba. (IlaxalbarJ. P.s.). nureeo.nc (Rhar1bar1P.o.) 
I 

· and Chowputdmrin (Pb~:-Asltleva P.r.), vhere r.o outn1~er could 

._ ontef' 'f.11tbout tha\r pe..""mtaslon (9anGP39Gt '19 a-o~· .. t l.la)• 

l~Ult~l"31 (fl Cf1 fb al 46) vr1t&SI ft ••• tbe eD3r(J$t"..CO of the 

CPt-f.~ ns a oojor eonst1tuont or the t1nited Front coV'eMlment 

watt interpreted aa rortut tous and their entbusiasn to ear:ryo 

on tbe struecle fomct £ill ~eoted fUUp. Thuo between 

t:fQ.I'Ob end t ·au 196'1. eoro than n 1-nmt'lred cc.ses of toretble 

, culti-.ra.tt.on and ot deboart11nc onil confisentlon of vadt,Y ctocks 

~ &om Jotedar•s aolao took place. It uno nrcuoo by the p@GM~t 

leaders tm3 etld.Hs trm.t nt n tt~" vban tt:aro ws ncute 



. sbortage ot food tM1 would not pGJ'll'4 t the golns of 

lotedtll"l to be full so that they eould traile v1tb tbe 

tli.SeJ7 of ,._ people." Mukherji also lnfoms that 

deocJ'lbt.Ds th.U operatlons 1n the DW!albar1 renton, a 

peasant leader ~,ttel'Ved that· tblW 1soued t\19 foUo\d.na 

l.ftstructt.cme t-o tileS.. cnbeet 1) !r- tho cattlo-plo'U3h at 
tbe Ull.lv te taken OV~lf by the JotetlU ond sold 1n tbe 

• 
markf!tt go 0!10 appropriate their cattle atld plcuahs. 

a) ttov ebnU we cu1tinta it ve haYe no rooa to eat? Go 
..... . ... . 

orut alk the la.ntllord to~ rooa. If ht ts reluctant, take ~wou 
-

food by toree tma issue him a receipt 1f noeensary. 3) Then 

it the Jotettar attneks vttb bll cun. 4epr1w hSJm or b1o t1re 

ame •. 4) When rou r-.. padc!y from bts granary, leave the 
--'-

at!OUAt that be would r..eod: tor his tar.n11Y coneUEPtlon.,. ?m 

rest eho1l.Ul be· 4tttrtbute4 amongst landless poneants and . 

adhtaH ••• (Mt11tbU\11t _t_~ ~- ,t 46). 

fbe :rata or escalatiou o.f' aotlv.ttieo wn~ clearly 

tntttcaU.~o or a uaas1ve end rensmmblY well worltGd out plan 

of operat.tcm ·(t.tutc~~t, I -'-mm. _: ~· 4'). F1nd1nn the slt®tion 

"' out ot aontatol, tho CPI-M leaoer ~ Krlshan ~cnar wbo was 

the 1aDd oat 1«Dd . revmue MtnlsteJ~t 1n tho tJnt ted Front 

Goverr.eePt, fmli eleo the oeerotar.r ot the t.Jeet nenca1 Ctate 

IU.san Sabba, ca.e t..o SU1guri 1a the Jnlddle ot l"S3" 1907 and 

tnoa to reach an qr-eoment with the rebels but tn1le4. 

After ttonar•e retum to Oaloutta n po1.1oe oerp wns opened 

in tba area., Cbart:t Vamll'tidn:r womotl the peaeante · or the 

impendtag state attack. fn a letter to a eom:ro.da to vrotei 

"!be· POllee obey oftlerst the tnoll'ient order!! eomo thoy- will 

1auneb tho attack. ~hoy w111 s•t seared or.ly vbon wo attacl! 



80 

them••• ~be J'otedaro are ettU 1n the v1lla8e&J tM;v wlll 

culde the pelice •. • end 1nd1scr:1tl1nately k111 tbe peammts. 

So we tn.tst drive out these elaas enetttea (lotedars) hom the 

1111l.Gcet•••" (Quotat1on 1n Bana'l'3~e, 1. t q 80· ... t 112). 

The events that toUoved thereafter are esoenttal.l1 

t..l>)e outcome or tbe use ot tdeologtcal and repressive sta~ 

apparatuses dn the one band nnd ·ih• movement•e oourse c~ actiol'l 

to acbleve deelred erx!s on the other:. . !he pl"ftaentat1on ~ · 

these events; ae explunad •nP11er, vou14 H"J'eal the tntei-nal 

dynamics of tbe movot:ent ane is of nnat soc1oloslca1 

-~ importance to buUd tbeor;v. !bit presentation bas be e,'l1-

orsantse6.t..m the baste of 1ntomat1on prov:l.det! by 

- !·!Ukber~l (_~ ~-78 1>1 3aner3ee (cl·l~s o. .• )t mPst <~ _ 19aa _)t 

~ Roy (, __ ~1918 ). 
Wben the rebels openl$ revoltec5 and put tbetr 

:1deo1on1cal•pol1t1eti1 prog~e tnto practice cballenglng 

tbe tra41t1ona1 rural a.utborit1 aDd state macblnery, then 

the tvo eoul(l no longer remain pasdve detentlers and mol.lllted 

an orrenet.va. By as •~e.r 1967, tm. poUeo campe had alreadY. 
'been eatab11Sbed. The followlng _morning they started comb!Dg 

~ the Vlllo.ge:s: 1n eearcb or peasant leaders and .cadres. By ~be 

evening a atnmn police eont:tnget reached BarojbaruJote to 

etteet the nrres~ ot penons wnte4 1n eormectton with a 

e&rtee ot eases. When the poUeo were confronted bl" nearl.r 
• 

300 men and women armed vtth bovs and arrow~t they wS.ted 

untU the ~ival of re1ntorceents led by Inspector Sonem 

Wt.mgdl. At th18 all the male members withdrew. When the 

pollee otticore advanced n little .abea4 ot theU torce, 

the1 were wdaenty attacked by 200 to 300 men vltb bow and 
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nrrows. It ls stntsd thnt men kept their vomon 1n front 

and nttacl::ed t.rom the rear. Botb the Inspectors vere 

!njurott and t;nngdi dlod 1n the hcsp1tol.. 

on as t,ley • the pollee retaliated by sena.mg a force 

to Prase.t13oto 1n Uaxalbo.r1.. Tm pollee torea eonrronte4 a. 

t»stUa mob atloaet 1,000 atrona, armed wlth bows and BJTC)WD• 

Uben repeated ~nlDas fn1.led to dotnot them trom ottenstve, 

thO police flrod upon the croWd of vllle,aers, k111itlf3 seve 

women, two chUdreo am. ono we. 
Acco~flina . to the peasants • view of ine1<3ento1 when 

tho pollco recche4 Bara Jbarujcte by evord.rle, they found e. 

4oserteli ttUlatte. Tbs pollee snteroo tho enpty bouses ana 
begotl destrcy1ns utensils ana other boloncincrs lndtserf.ml• 

natol¥. The women resisted tbts. They rebuked thsm tor 

tlastroyt;ng mea.are household articles ant:! asked thee to 

withdraw for the wantOd persona were not prosent. t.rbe 

police then Withdraw to inform theU' officers. t:oanvhU.e 

Iaspeetor l1Q'D3<U. o.rr.lvGd 'Witb rainforoementc. Hhan the 

poltoe once nca1n e.uvaneed to the ~ddle or the 3ota, tb.e 

poasanto sent a sbOwer of aJTO\I9 that injtu'sd both the 

Inspectors. The pol1oo fled lenv1D5 the uounded beblnd, 

It vere tha peasants, tboy' claimed, that took too tvo bleo61nn 

tnspoetors to the police vnn. 

fho same evard..t'1g . naarl.y 2 1000 armed pollee entered 

tba V'lllago and destroyed ~hlne they could lq theu 
611· 

.... harulsj( The"/ :fot.tnd n deserted v11lo()o except tor Daru:m:nU.• o 

pregnant vito. Hben abe raised a proteflt, orw vas kicked 

1n thO 'belly end teU unconscious. Later both the r.otber 



anti chUd sucawbod to thotr injury in the i'lospital. In, 

anot'i'ler case, Pbulehon6•o \dtG, wbo Witnessed tho sc.ene1 

di06 from sboelt, .Tb~ po.'ls!l!lt~ d1d not take tbe state' o 

repressive acts l'9'!nn low. In oi't"Jer to lteop the norole h:lah 
anti to counter t.be repraustvs stnte 'apparatuses, tha.v omnntsed 

vUlaae level tl'leett:r.es and proeoss1ons to voice tholr protest. 

Homon took an active interest in. orrsantz1ng rneotincs ns they 

had. sharply reacted to tho death of two· women on 25 ~~,.. 

A tew dQ.vs latm- o pc>or Oantllal ponrant wes boo.ten up 

tn Ilaxalbnri. lNlrk.ot by some Jotedars and Congress Party. 

sup-portoro. This 1ne1dont further aacorbated the already 

tanao situation., The paastult leaders eoneontratetl 1n tbe 

_ Du{rlntlfi nroa, vhteb wns their bost stronghold, ~heY 

orscnLsed numerous proeoscions vo1e1nc tho1r protest against 

police reprssstons. Tboee procosoions attraeted betwoan 

s,ooo to over 101000 poosants at times, tho Jotedars were 

neltofl to l'lar.l.d ove.- their nuns voluntaril? in prapnra.tion tor 
the anticipated polieo offensive. It 1o eontended tbat ~ 

Jototlo.rs voluntarily offrJl~od thelr guno and those wbo d1d 

mt Ve!'G eompellGd t,o do so, whicb tboy did vl.tbout offerlftg 

any· roststance. Ttntc within a brier ported the peasants ot 

Durngong a.equirod CQ~leto Control OVOJ!' the eren, Whore onl.y 

thoir mt hold cwy._ For nearly t.teee contbs from June· to 

August 1967., the· Duragonc area uo.s doolarol! a. liberated sono 

(t·!Uktanchal) antt a parallel a<W'o!W..lent vne estsbUame,, tt 

is el.aimad ttw.t durin{} this period nll potty thefts ana anti• 

soe1ni act1v1tlos come tc on end. The pe()pla were warned 

toot oo such activity would be tolerated. :tn such a 

sltu.o.t1on people's courts vero also osttl.bl1ohea~ Apart from 



Burngcma U'.o• Khnribar!) people's courts also functioned 

at C~wputturia (P•O• Phansldeva) and 1n Covciulls3ote 

(P.c. llaxnl.barl). 

The people's eOt.U"ts eono1sted of rtvo to six leadillg 

oomrades ot tho area. 1'!rs;t tbe cases were exoolnot'l by them -

nnd then presentod before an o.ase~~lY of party mO!"bers, 

~nthisors an6 others. the accusocl after hav1nc heard 
.. ' 

the eha.rilos made aanlnst them, would be cn:poetod e1th&r to 

oun tbsir cu:Ut or to dofand tbomsolves. '.(ho ossos;blod 

oor:bers would tben discuss tho easor. ariJ declnt'G tho verdict. 

Pun1sment 1nolut!od severo oral. warning, cont1nooents for 

br1af penods, bonttnas untU crime was ownetl and a. prat4se. 

not to raopeat 1t ate. In some eo.sas tho tJulltJ' UO"'lld be 

throatenotl \11th the death penalty it they indulged in nnt1• 

social act1v1t1os aeatn. nowover oven as poo.snnts exercised 

conplete e()fll!and oval" the Buraat.lll« 11bornte4 aono, the poUoa 

had eordone6 ott tho ·entire area. UQ6on Royehoud1.1ey':, a big 

_ 3ot~1ar of nazirjota wan an G.Rceptton who tloWted tba command . 
of tbe 1peosant sovermmt•. tto openly colluded wltb the 
pollee. Pooeants tocli out a ooostve procession tmd l'ttrroun4ed 

bls bouse, An altercation With noychoudbr:f followed by bl.s 

- t~oat to uso auns lod to the killing of R~eltludhr.v and 

co,pt\U"1ne of his property. DospS.te tho presence or pcUco 

1n ma.ot!lve nucbors, ll.Qy. Cboudhry vns boheacleiJ by ~nfurintetl 

on6 111ol<mt poosants on 10 J'une 1987. Uennwbilo ele.shas 

botwoen tho ponso.nts ont1 lo.OOlol'(!s contirr.1ed 1n other art'as. 

AecortU.ng to an otr1clal report botween B and 10 .nme only, 

tllore vere ns ~ as SO eo.sos of "l.avleeonoso• 1 13 daeo!t.les, 



two ~era a.M. one abduction, and nmoct bands vere 

reporto6 to have been t\tapensS.nc justice and eollcct1ng t.t:rsres. 

!he Psrltom<Jnt and the Stnte Aaaombt_v took sen.ous note 

of these events. Pinal]¥ tbe United Pront Govormnent soot a. 

enblnot mS.sslon to enqu!:ro into tbe oltnlre. !be Cabinet 

mt.ss.t.onts &'!>Gal to' tho peaconts to tllVG up v1olcnee did not 

yield llnf resu.t t.- tt !Gatled throe appeals to the peasants. 

The thlni nppoa.t was 1ssuod on 27 .rune 1967 nsld.ns the 

ponoants· to surrender by 4 Juty 1967. 

As the rebels contir.neti. tbet.r a.ctlv1tles1 ra61o 

Peking, in n comeent on as Juno 1967, described the tloxalbari 

incidents as tbe ,.front-pow of tho revolutionary armed 

strucale launched by the Indian peoplo under the guidance 

of l·1flC t~a.tung0 and dubbed tlS Un1 ted Pront government ao 

a •tool of tho lndton reaetlonarl.es to deceive tho people•,. 

By the end or 3uno, dlot:ldents Within end outolt:le tbG ct'I(M) 

1n Caleutta cot togethor ana formo6 ~axolbarl Poasantet 

Ot~nle Ald Comotttee'* • They staned a demonstration in 

fftmt of tbG \feet Bonaal AssGlilbl.y on 27 June 1969. t·!ean• 

Wbllo, the CPt(t.i) PolS.t Bureau in a. resolution on 20 June 

106'1 ·termed too rebels ns ~ rmt1•PartY' aroup aavocatlne an 

advontur1st line and. actions challenglng tbe party Pl'oSran!OOt 

resolutions and di:reottvae and directed tho lltate Party 

Comtt, ttee to expa.\ them trom the ~arty. 

fbe Cabinet !U.soton wa.s openly op!)Osoo by tho 

peasMts. Even ba'fore thoy lef'tt a · .sorlen ot 1nc1tlents 

took pltlcH~ 1n open dotinnoo. ~bose 1nc1dents 1nclude6 the 

ld.l.Ung of poltaomen and ro~al. ot paaey. Ineroased 

pollee efforts to arrest poosant loalh':lPs onl.y resulted 1n 
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controntnt1ons. Tbnna. tnrid RGfomo Comttteeo woro boyeottod 

by the rebels. l1tlnS' meetings could not even toko place 

boooune of such bQrcotts. 

\<fb.erl by S Ju13" 1967 there was 1'10 rooponee f'roc too 

pennants to the appeal to surroneer, a oab1not mooting 

nutboriFJe<i strone action to roeton law and ·ordo" in the 

aroa.., On ta July 1967, a major pollee action was lnunchad 

to round up peammt leatlars, t11th1n rcur weeks of tho 

eablnet decision tnG.flY arroots were mdo 1eelud1ng t}loss of 

_ I-1Q31bunall:lar.l
1 
011 J.!o~aa. 0110 Jangal Manthal. Aecord11lg 

to off1cJ.G1 reports reeovo:r.v ot flre arms wo.o owt.rt tu'ld 

sat1etaotory. Orl '1 September 1967 tho Governor v1s1te6 . 
Urutalbarl tmd Kharibarl and this perhaps 1tld1co.ted tho end 

of' thO lo.v at'l(! order probleo 1n tho area, Uith that an 

_ apparent lull cet :Ln 1n ·. tlexalbal'l (Banar3oo, . , I' 'I i Pi .. ) • 

nowsvar9 won the p.?Ueo netton woo 1n tull SWing, vorltors 

of' tblrty out or thirty oiaht tea osta.teo 1n S111tlur1 sub• 

(.11vla1on obsoNetl a dc;yto token strike on 17 August 196?t 

1n DOU.da.rity with poosants and tn protest oan1nst pollee 

, estconses 1n the Orutalbarl area (t~ukher3lt ,- 19'?8 ~ . 1 57) • 

It ts tntereottns to note that denp1to easo1ve pollee 

action the Uexalber1 movement ~t'l net dle and. the ponsants an-d 

tht'd.r .lcn.dsrs continued to bo unsworvlnc in their commitment 

to en aarartnn revolution (Dnseupta, 19741 199-200). Soon 

the students ot north Dengal University jumped into tho tray 

antl o~Mlaed meot1Jl6S and proeeos1ons t.n support of I1azalbar.1 

cmd ·demanded the release of aU those vbo were nneoted. In 
-If 

---- rural arena, mtSSS hold a tooet~ S.n l!areb l96S demandtns the 

tmmediate r'elooso of peasant. lenders and rntsed the slogan 

* unoxalbarl•.,.ttrisbtik sonero.m 
Sabayak. S~tl• . 
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of tlw to thO tiller' and 'armed strugcle to aohieve tt• • 

The mtsss started orannlztfta branches ln tho various ten 

estates nnd lt1Uagee and observed t!axe.lbnrt. t~rtyrst Da7 

on 26 llay19G8 1n tnet!Ol'1 of thoSG ubo died on. that Cloy 

exnotly a year aco. 
By Auguet-Septoober 1968, the renewed actS.v1t1es were 

ota.rtoo 111 tbe nroa. en 7/a Goptet:lbar 1969, tho pollee were 

cottbSntt the ~loUSes for 'tant94 persons ant1 tlrearce in Hoohal 

tlal.Ul:jote cnnxalbari) when they confronted witb armed 

rost.st.anee from one Bnb\llal Vishl:mkarmakar who chose to 

dle tiehttne re.thor than b& taken captive. In tho pr1cona, 

nnr.alttes orean1sed hunaor strikes tor various demands. ThO 

nnnslttes did not at ant staao sucewb to or GUJTender them• 

solves boforo tbG aupel"ior power of the state. In pr.lson 

or out or prison, tl'lstr attitude was cmo or total dationee 

- of the establ1omont (l;~berjf.t · 19~~· ' 65). 

Ho \:10uld nov not uo into wbat bnppene6 thereartor, 'for 

the above d1scuor:1on at.vos us enough opportunity to onal:yse 

tho movement. lfowevel"t bofore conclud1na tllls sootton, it 

is !'ather 1mporat1ve to look into lessons dravn by the peasant 

leaders and revolut1ol'ltl!? croups themselves trom the 

l:la.'!lal'ba~ tnOvement. 
What were the rensons tor tho eetbaok that the 

Ilaxnl.bari peasant movemont reoat.ved? feral neport tteelt 

bnd ~ up tile reasons ntn 8 Lnek or n strong party" 

or(Jan1na~1ont fa11u.re to rely Wholeheartedly on tho masses 
I 

rmtl to ~ld a. powerful t!ass baset icmrance of mtUtal'y 
I . I 

nrrot.~ilo tblnld.ng on old lines end a formal attitude 
I 
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towards too e~tnbltsment of pOlitice.l powor am the work 

-or ravo~uttonar.v land rctom." 
ChaN l!azumdtlf' $n his art1ele "One Yoar Aftor 

t~llX~bo.r1" states ~Ir tho naxolbar1 peasant strueale baS. 

arq lesson tor us, 1t is thist m11ttant struaalee must bo 

.-eantet! on not. for ~a, eropa, etc. but tor seizure ot 

- . ststa power" (Quotation in mPST, 1982 ) • Xn another 

nrUole be \11'Qtot aLes sons that we tave cot from tJ oxalbar1 

stru2ele are thesel 1) Peasants did not flaht tor .land 

or crops but for enpturtnc tba "State power~~. 2) Peasants 

are waging struscle anainst tho eounter-rovolut1onnry armed · 

attack,: 3) For wag1rlg this Gftled attnclt poaoonts _re11e6 on . 

arss tnade by tbemaelves ant1 wltb the help of thaso arcs 

they mve been successful in onptunno auna1 arer~ndes and 

g'f.ln-pwer. 4) In thts otrugc;le ponse.nts did not roly on 

others but stood on tbotr own lens and f'oU~Zht With their 

O"\al might. Tbat otrugr,lo wns started only vi th the strurmle 

asainst revisiontet~. Revio1onlmn can be foueht ~ut ofll¥ by 

nceopttnn no.o•s th.oUBbts and by aeaopt1nn and puttins tbta 

• thOu,nbt into pro.etteo. by poa.sant cle.as" ( l9G9t 6~ • · · ,, ', . 
·In an evnluntlon or th~ experience or the OPI(t.tt.), 

· Central noorgnntso.tton Com.1 ttee (CPI-t1t) · sumed up the 

role of Cooru liazlltn6a.r dur1.ng the Ilm:ol.bo.ri days asa ';••• 

instead of presenting tho relationship between tho GtrugalG 

ror pol1tienl power and for eeonoac cains d1aloct~eal].y1 
Com. cn(Chtlru r~a.zut!ldar) countorpose one to the other and 

eave one aided emphasto to the otruealo tor political 

power. The mLetako ~>¢re1sted and took on even greater 



proportlons ln later .1eara nnd . bocatle a basis for . tho 

<loamtte understandlnc ot the quost1on of po11t1cal powor 

and tor one · s1ded rejoeUon or other .rorcs ot etruacle nnt1 

_ oretlnieat1ono" (TnPSf • i ~).traa ,a 49). 

A tollott up of tho d1ecuss1on 1n Cbnptor · ~ ond thO 
' 

analysis or tho 1doo1ogy Gild the resultant peasants• · 

eoUecU.ve action dS.oeussed in Socttons t and II ot this 

cht:lpter rovoals certain strltd.ng conclusions which era 

soc1olog1eally or croat theOretical 1~rtcoee. fheao could 

bo sum:ned up nut 

1. (ex:pl~itat1w) rtrueturnl eond1tiono aonorat~ end 

shnpa a cortni~' 1<1eology wbf.eh aims at challenctng and over• · 

t~1d.ns that struetura. a.. In thcf emeraenoo and 

crystaUtae.tion of tb1s J.deolonY tho latent cles1re/1nterost/ 

oopoot..atione of Ottploltcd people to chango the s1 tuat1on ill 

tbell' own favour ploy n very crucial rolo. Idoology in tum 

pleys tho rolo of a ento.lyat 1n tumlna t'be 1ntarest;ltles1ros 

into concroto t:~an1f'asts. 3 •. Ideolo;1eal poroOl)tion of the 

ex1rit.1:ns structural ecmd1t1one shapes the t,ominnnt tom end 

subaldtary torms ot oob1l1zatton. · Tile oraant~tton 

booomes the ehtef veblclo for translatlnu tho dominant form 

ant1 substt1tary torms ot mob1113Bt1on into pract1e<!. 4. In 

t\10 process of surtacin&l the 1nterest/expcotat1ons and 

becoc1na can1fest bobav!our 1n certain concrete forms, 

peopl.G d1splay ~tot! social actions. fhese unexpected 

social e.otlono tbro'W ct>.atlonee to· thO existing base and 



suporst:ructura11nstttut1ons. Aa the un~ceted scc1al 

o.ctlons cot turthor cl';Vstal.limc6 and eake advances, tile 

01tistln3 1nst1'~.ut1ono are pe:rceivod a.e AlA tmd are to be 

replnced bgng altarnnt1"e st,-uatures. It 1s processua.l 

and Sicultnneous. e. tfhm. tho unexpoet(ld ooclal actions 

throw' cballmgo t..o tbo baso and superst~tu.rnl. inatttutionc, 

the atate1 the cost Gffeet1vo rcp~centa.ttve ~f those lnsti• 

tut1ons ant! rosponslblo tor keep!ne · them tntnct, boeom.es 

tbrentened for 1te mtlstence tllld nets mpget«JlJ:;. tdOoloB1Cal 

and rG~>ressive state nwar~,tuses are p!'esoed tnto. fler\rice to 

stop the people tram 41splny1f'l:l unmpect~ r.oe1al nct1ons ond 

tlllko them p!"'nct1co oxpcetad soe1nl e.et!ons. e. In such a 

situation people are e1 tflelt foJ"Ced to display tho expected 

social action tbroush tho expected use or the elnbt or the 

stato otr the ~1tJtins institutions aet replaced by the 

reconstmc'ted oltemnttve etructu'r9 or their el".nraeter ts 
cbonBed oubstnnt1ally to t:uit the ldeoloeY• tn some ensas, 

the tltat$ a,varent11 st'el-aea vtetor.touo but the change 

1deolotW doss not dleJ rether 1t reaetivates soon wltb. Q!Ora 

Vigour ana strenstb tmt1 opr~s to nGWtJr nroas. 7. Soe131 

Bet1ono are all those eet!ons which era tho- product ot Inter• 

netion Gr.On3 peoplo, toe1ot:r and cla.sson. r~torial•hintorieBl-. 

soo11)-1 octtons are folloved by matGrlol·ldeoloa1ea1 sociel. 

actions. a. trnszpocteti colloet1ve ooete.l oettono e.re of 

va.rying dograa and nnture. nut it oortain unoxpeetoo eollsetlve 

aet1orw \1hieh are ~nrded as threats to tho baste ezist1rl6 

structures bavlna Witter ramtt1es.t1ons tor the s1m11ar 

situations :to tho m-acro f~rk are canifost even at the 



loCBl lovel, ·then tbo ntnte v1 tb lts supPQrttog 1nst1 tuttons 

woultl act 1n tba Gat:lO oxpeeto6 vay. tJ. necessary soe1nl 

· v1olonce is sslt prooreatlt.'lc, self Glevattng for the oppress«} 

tltld 1nst1l~ n stms~ or conf"ldenee· in them. 10. Onl3 actual 

t1Uoro are the oost rGvolut1onnl'9'· toree t:or aararlml 

revolution. 

Uhan we exomtno and nntllyao the 11cxo.lbarl poasant 

movGmOnt the vo.l1tl1 ty of theso theoretical formulations become 

evident. At tho tJ.me ot llaalbar1 movement tbs earartort 

otructure Md rolattono 1n the eotmtrt anti in tho moveoant 

renton was eltt:rmet.y cmploitat1ve, based on the 1deoloey ot 

inequality • e. nntur-ol proauet ot trad1 ttonal rural power 

· sttUcture and ee.ste blorarohg'. !rbo relationship or dependency 

and exploitation .u~e basetl on JotetltU-1·Adhi4:v1 and nogar systel'ilS 

1n the rnovc:m:mt region. trbe ma3ortty or too population Uvad 

1n <mtrerne poverty and 1n inhuman ez:1EJtent1a1 con61tions. the 

Jotedar!•Adblar1 systec tad perfected the explo1 taticn of the 

labc)Ur or t,he ·oob1ar by tJTitJ'f'Y eoncGi'\fable means, keeplna him 

utter]$ dependent on the 3ote«1a:r and landlord (l!ukher3eo, 

lt93t 36) • FI'Oti sueh a Situation thore eoergG6 an ideology 

ll1biob eballen6G4 thO VePJ 1natt.tut1one or exploltotton that 

pGJ'l)etuated tho syste!tl ot supero:r6i.nation and. nubord1nat1on 

rolnt1onobips. '.rhus tbG landlords and state rachinery were 

tha tnrnet of attack by the paeGGDts. !bio ideology whleb 

tbrew an open eballengQ to the traditional povor struoturo 

uas founded in tho ldea that tho systetl of ozplottation 

perpotuatad by the trad1 t1ona1 !»Vel" strueture 1s )ltQIIg a. 
GemJ.Il&& ,b\Gt.orz. Since thO people llved 1n oxtret!le 
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oxplo1tat1-qa eondltlons, a canso of rolati~ie Oepr1vat1on 

emercetl. Thls ideology bocamo on expression or tho peoples' 

tlestre. ibo peasants• raoponso 1:1as t.m:e41ate. to put tho 

idcoloeY into practice, en organization emerged. Thus we 

have seen tha.t within twc t:ontba the· Ktaan Oabha•s metbor­

sblp rooo f'rotn 51000 to 40,000. Almost all the v111.aees 

got OI'BM11G4;w fJ.'bO supposodl$ passive peaenntn beanmo 

votornn pollt1co1 eatlros. fhUs the poasents d1spla1ed 

\11HmPGCto4 aoelol aettons ln an orgsn:1~ed f&sbS.on. · Tbrq 

bumt all tbo records pertnlnfns to unequal Q(treoments, debt 

at.o. fbey attacked landlord• e 'houses.. 'l'hey setaed cropa or 
the l.OMloms. They eaptu:red tlle hoarded food cra1ns and 

snatehoti cuns. fboy attacked tho state mehineey wbtch 

come to landloro*e rooouo and destroyGd the old• order tm.d 

built Bl.ternatlvo structures. They- formed vJ.llaee eocmittoes, 

peoplos court, o.med forco and d1st,.1butsd land through 

vUlogo cotltllttoes. Exist1na courtn and lav wore ·decl.ared 

null nnd voStt. As a. result tho atate o.ete4 expecte4l;v. tt 

doployed bonvy poU.oe. force to ouppress tbo rnove!!lent and 

tmlte the ponsants display oxpected beha.vi.our and not to 

ctnllenge tbe system ot exploitation. Landlord wre gS.ven 

protsotlon Mci the peasants were beaten, orrected and 

t!1tl:rt!ord. Irl tho ense of tltmol.bori, tho peasants raee1ved 

a setbook. though tboy were apparently put down, their 

14eolooY of eamr1on revolution spread nst1on-146e and 

Iltmolbari ·type pensant covements "multlplJ.ed" • Thounb the 

16eolog of Uax.albar1 peasant ~t 1n1t1allY operated 



tn a -.all t"'ec1ont lt hatl wider raml.ficat1ons tor slm11ar 

situations olftevbere • as became evident ooon atto:r tts 

o.tlvont. Thus state felt threatened nnd acted. axpectodl.1 

so tbat the t:Ovement could be stopped trom trprGatU.nc. But 

1t rallod an the oxplo1tflt1vs struetural oond1t1ons and tbe 

manifest tlenuo/expeete.ttons in the rom or unoxpectoci 

~Uoctlva net1ons were not eltmS.mted. nowover the mato*s 
inhoront lneapac1ty to do so and the nGCoos1ty or the over­

all oxplo1tnt1ve system for the state's surviwl eonJPellS 

it to make eel"tein coneesotcna in the faee of arovi.ftm 
discontent tmtl open rovolto wh1eb at ttmes my dull tbe 

ideology or oove:monts tor revolutionary ehanno. 

fbo l16'&0lbari movoment spranc up 1n independent 

Indio. f'rom a •~tbtlrawn• and :ruthl.esnl$ wppressed tradition 

or penonnt mo'bilizo.t1on. It vaa an 1movo.t1ve departure 

within the conft*ontat1on1st trndition bnvtnc bean organtzt!te! 

by an 1ndependet polttleol. force and not bavlng the 

i.deo1og1ca1 dual.tsm tl'lat carked the Teleneona peaaBtlt 

f1lOV(IttGM• 



In tho preood~ chapters wa have danonstroted b:)W 

tlieology affects and detond.nos the eoUsctive aettone of 

nornrian classes otthor to e't'lallge tho axisttns syatom b~ e 

desired .nrr~e:oont or to ma1ntnin the status quo as far an 
the oxplo1tntion of v-ast asses 1s eoneemed. Ue ho.V& flt"lJUM 

tbat 1<!eolosy oxpresses 1tselt and affects/moulds coUeet1w 

aets.ons ln terms of clesses. Ideology atrocts oollootive 

actions to neb1evo tho set coals in eortain defined wars 
through. cortatn detlnod forms of mob111zat1on. Tboso forms 
of rnobtlizatton nc:quire tbG status ot living symbols of 

soe1al aetlons l'Gflecting the rorms ot soeto.l conse!outmess 

through Which poople ae~e spaelfie identity, 1ntorost, 

torge sol1do.rity1 dlsplny antaeontsm and are mob111ae4 to 

achlove the eat goal. ~.bene toms or m.ob111~at1on or 

coUOCt1VG G.Ctlon Sr~ th& pro&lct of the 1deoloe1ca1 

perception or the mero s1tuat1on~ u1 thin wbleb various 

classes operate. 

Wo bnve o.lso demonstrated tbat to deal with thO 

macro s1 tuat1on wJ.t11 a. nov to o.ebleve the sot coal 

ideology evolws e. czoand design of' macro mob111aat1on 

and envtaases o. dom1nant term or rnobillmtion in order 

to put this grand desien into praettee. l1e tllso 

deeonmtrntM that since perception ct the macro oltuo.tlon 

<litters ldeolod.cal.l1 1 the dOD1nrmt f-oro ot oobillzatlon 

also differs rndiea.lly, · 



\Jhat took plo.eo S.n tha namo or peasant oob1Uznt1on 

1n tho period of our study 'UO.s nothing but the rnob111zat1on 

or vnnous e.crnrian clnssoe to o.cblevo corto:ln detinod aoal.S 

basGtl on eonteDdlne 1deolog1ea. We hnvo detnonotrnted toot 

. tho peasant mob111&att.on~ilurlnG th1s porlod reflected 

oppoain3 ·1daol.o3les · anli operated under tuo paradlfilllS • namol.V' 

tho pnrnd.tam or confrontation 9116 parad:Lgm ot eolltiborat10Jl 

and. legal path. these tvo pnratu.cmo ditte:rod radicnl.ly ill 

tbeil' idooloateal porcept1on of the mnoro situation ODd 

emisaaed thotr spoo1t1c domt.nant toms ot mob111zat1on. 

In eaeo ot ~nn stN.Zclo largo nuober of people 

wore uobiltzGd into eo1leet1 ve aet1on, But an a1'Vl]$sis ot 

tho Cmmparan strucole reveels that the people 'Who vera 

tnobUtzetl t!uring the strogclo were larded nentry who 1md 

oeonomtc oontrodtets.cm with ~too Suropoan 1nd1co planters. . . 

Gendb1 ana Congress wbo were the chief DOb1.11aat1onal 
. ' ' 

foreo, wanted tho support of those landed p<qJls ·or rural 

oU.ae.l"'tr wt.o wielded oeonomte W'ld pol1t1eol power 1n. th01r 

oreo.e1 in order to fight Dr1t1oh colontalism, !he mobUi· 

aat1on wns 4one acec~1na to Gandhi to peroeptlon ot tho 

Indian macro situation et U2at ts.me and ns a. part or blS 

anmti do"Stcn or macro mob1Uzat1on uh1ob SOUilht the el.1n.'!1natlon 

· ot British oolon1aU.sm througb non-vt.olenco as the dominant 

tom ot mobi.Uaation wttbout atteotlns tbe existing lntU.an 

soCial fabr1o based on <mploltntion antJ th.e system ot 
subord1nat1cn tUld superordlmt1on ralat1onsh1ps. !he 

rosult was t~t the OBplo1telt and opprenaed remained outside 
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ttw domain ot G8Ddb1to aet11T1Ues and the ccmtratU.ettone 

betweon tbG local lan4ed 6ent17 and tho Britlsb pltmten 

wore ut1Uaed to widon the area ot 1nf'luenee tor anti• 

Brltlsb eampaS.sD. The re1.1ance on the ocono111ca117 and 

soolo1l.r powertal agranan classes tor e.ntl.Uritilb moveeent 

bocame the doml.mnt el'.eraetensttc ot Oendbl's 14ao1og 

which wae to influence e:c4 shape tbo future peammt 

mob:U1eat1on led not onl$ by Congress and aoetal.ilts but 

. also by Communl!tai ·---~~ ideology ot the ~ele~ana peasant , 

movement wa to 41rect opposition to tbe Cbtlrnparan tradi Uon. 

However, felenaana movement was marked by a great 1deo1ostca1 

dUernma. A eomtmlt11tt party wbiob bad been toUo14ng tbe all 

clMsec eoll.a~ratton theory t.n the name ot pOU.tlcal 

expedlemy su4den11 decided to laur)eb a l'.!!Oveent atde4 at 

cbangiDg the total Indian eoelal fabrie at a time When 

transfer of poweJ- from the British to InGiana bad beoome 

imt.ru·mt. However soon the Partyt•e eentralleade,.eblp'e 

perception of the ebangtug Indian macro td.tuat10D c.-
into dtrect club td.tb the localleadorsb1p'• perception 

of tbe situation 81ld an aU .. powertul amed ponaant rnove=ent 

vas latmcbe4 11'1 the felqono. regton 1n ordw to estab11ah 

peoples authority. AD open confrontation and armed 

atruaele became the domlno.rlt form ot mobUization al 

ideolOgy requirement vblcb nwed the Indian macro 

situation 1tl terms or J'Uling and ruled claaeee. fbousandd 

or exploited :masaos were mobillaed into ld.Ut&Dt coUectt.ve 

act1ona agetnat the 1oCa1 exploiters al'ld the ata.te. Oentl'al. 



loaderlhip or tbe party bad to succumb to the 'growStJI 

pressuraa of tho revo1ut1oM!7 ideology. But soon, tbe 

IJUG!mla ridden party found lt l4eo1og1caUy naces~ary to 

cooperate wlth tbe Congress government md tb• felencane.. 

strusal.e ws WJtlaternll$" Vi.thdrawn. !he struggle waa 
soppN:sso4 by tbe repressive sto.te macl'd.nel7. 

But tbe seeds of revolut1ona17 peasants movemmt 

aown tl\U'tns the Telengana. continued to crow. Irltenae 

16eo~oglcal debate vltb respect to nature ot soctety and 

charaetor· or state took place vlthln tbe communllt party 

leading to ·the form&Uort ot a new party, CPI(J.f) lrl 19&L 

But tho new party soon followed the same olaea collabora• 

tlonist poUoS.es of lts parent. organt.zat1on. Soclo 

eaonom1c structural eondit1ons contimled to be a:ploltatlve 

an4 oppnasi't"e. ·Leading mer.bf!p and acUV1ets or the 

J>utaeelirlS District Commt.ttee of'· CPl(M) revolted acunat 
the eentl'Glleatlersblp., Tbns Nsxalbarl· peasant upriams 

toOk place in 196'1• Lttte felengano.1 ldeology of the 

Naxalbari altlecl at cbangirln the syatc aa a whole. 

However, tbte ttme the 41ff'erenee vas tbat unUke Telengana, 

the people in Uaxalban had salfted 14eolog1oa1 and 

org~tlonal maturity so mu.eb so tbat wttbtn two years 

or the laxalbart upr1S1118 en ,lndependct poU tical party 

CPI(lf.) was to be toJmld 'With a clear eut pros.- of 

Indian revoluticn 1n total oppc>a1t1on to the ol.Us 

eollaborat1.on18t ldeologlea ot the tvo cotm!'Ut'11at parties~ 

In the wake ot llexalba.rl and OPt(ML) a larse I'IUDlber of 



DG:I61bari tYPO peaamst movements took plaeo tn ~parte 

or thO eountry challensinc the state autbortty. !he 

nun.l.bar1 peasaDt upr1e1D8 1a the representative of the 

eontrontattonlet tradition of peasant mobUiaat!oD 1D 

contee:porcry Indta_ 

fhe above discussed two distinct tredltions of 

peasant mob1Uaat1on covered. the very cruc181 perloct 

ot ant1-Br1t1sb campaign and_ oqual.l;y cruc1al »•dod ot 

"national :reconstruction• atter the el1Uf.nat1or1 ot tbe 

direct pl\\fslcal presence or Br1ttsh colord.Gliam 1D 194'1. 

However, it 1e important to note that tbe 41ns1on ot 
Indian hlsto17 (of this period) 1nto pre and post '4fl 

tJldin· bas not bl'OUGbt a.t\1 change 1n the two traditicna 

ot peasant mobU1zat1on, BnthOP there 1s e. cont1m.d.tv 

ot the two tradlttone• 



·"Documents or the Bieto:t ·or the 
Communilt Party or Indto. (ed.), 
Vol. One, People's PubUeblDg 
Houset tlev Dolhl. 

"Uev Peasant UpSW'"Be" ( General 
Seerete171 o report at V.eetine held 
1n Tr1chUr hom 29th November to 
let t>eeel!iber, 1980)) nev Delhl. 

"Peasants and Revolution" 
SUSHJ.&JLHegi,Mt.l&:t !'he l:erliD 
rftUJSt tciiilon. 

"tn tbe Wake ot Naxalbo.rt I A 
H. lstory. ·of the Nualtte l!ovEmient 
in Indla", Subarnarekba1 Csl.cutta. 

"Phtlo~bical PO'I.JDdatlone ot the 
three Soctolos1es", Routlet!ge 4 
Iegan Paul, London. · 

•oandbt'• ns.u to Povart Indian 
Polltlcs 1915-1922•, Cat!bridge 
Un1ftre1tQ Preas, LOndon. 

· "No.tionaltem1) a.nd Colonta11sm in 
J..bdern Indio., Orf.ont Lcmgmnn, 
New Delhi. 

!'Barl.r strucalea (1905-18)11 m 
Desai, A.R. ted.), ·"Peasant 
Struggles 1n India•, Oxford 
Un1vera1ty ProstJ, Delhi. 

•Agrarian Um-eat and Soc1o-eoonom1e 
Change 1n Bihar- 1900•1980•·, 
t~nobar, new Delhi. 

"t.'b! tl axall:te t!ovement", Allied 
Publlsbere, Calcutta. 

tttntroduction• ln Desai.· , A.R. (e4.) 1 
"Peaant Struggles in Indltl8 t OztoM 
tJn1verslty Press, Delb11 

"f~• with R. Pelme Dtltt OJJd otber 
Imoreaa1ona Ga1neli Abroad", PBQ. 
Unlt, J&nualT 6, Bomba,-• 

"Peacant !!ovornents in India 
1920•1950", Oxford Un1vers1't1" 
Press, Delhi. 



Home (P.L1) 
Deport~ 

Joshi., P.c. 

"1,~ Karl and 
BnaeLJ, Frederick 

t.faaumtler, cmru. . 

·ll! 7 p •• 

1974 

1917 

19?7 

•structure and Contre.dlction !n · 
Clg)1ta1• ln Blaokbum, Robin Ce4.), 
"ldeoloiY 1n Socia'l Science" 
Fontane/Oollw, oreat Brttaln. 

"Indlan Peasant Uprietncs•, 

fof9 .. · ~t~'f-w· o~; 0: 3 ~ ec~limber, 
AugW.Jt. . 

"On GOl'IS A~ects of the IIS.storto­
rapi:\Y of' Colonial Indla" 1n Gllhn1 tt (ect.) '*Subaltern Studies :1 

Wrl. nss on· Iouth Allan l11stor:r d 
SocietY" 1 Oxton! tfn1verslty Press, 
J)elJ.d.. 

Government of IntU.a,. PUe Nos• 
438-C., p.·.s.. 

I 

19Lond Refoms and Agrarian Change 
1n Xndla and Paklltan" .. ~o~ 
Qt EMili'\ §tu411a, voi.=;o:; 
•ttteo~ 1n nottomoreJ... 'om (e4.), 
"D1et1onat7 or t!arxut -.rnousbt•, 
a.rol'd, Blaciareu. · 

•on Pn.ctt.ce" in "Selected Wome 
ot Mao tse !urls"1 Vol. .I• Poreiga 
Languaae Press, Fektns. 
•& Contribution to tba Critique of 
Poltt1cal Bconol!\1", Progreso 
P.ubUebers, r~osoow. 

•Selected Worke11, Vo~ x, Progl'Oss 
Publ~ebers, l~oscov. · · 

"Bbarat 1te Krantikan Uoan 
081l8bafoeh lte AnubbaV Jte AJmsar Age 
Bat9lte ~~d Reprinted trom LOk YGf!h, P~ ot Inc!1a =;,:;eentniet) , Dol.hl state 

1982 "Ught·" Documente (1965-67)•, f·1ass 
·LS.ne Publications, nov Del~ · 



Pouoh0pa4aes, 
Jacques 

.._ __ , 

.... . .... 

100 

29'18 "Haalbarl Movement and tbe Peasant 

~v:J! ~Bo~~.:Ve:.~:& f: =la~A 

1946 

1981 

1974 

fot. x1 M ... anohd" PUbllcatt.ons, 
Dew DeJ.bi. 

• Agrarian l!ob1llmt1on aD.d Social 
~· • Gandh.1M ant! Left Perspect1w'*1 KID QDd Dml.QPIID1i• Decetrher. 

"SoelaUam and National Revolution• 
( ed•) 1 Yusut l1eherelly t Pe.dma 
Pub11Cattona, Bot:bQ3' • 

•ABrarian Classes nnd Pollt1cal. 
J!ob1Uzatton ln India", Paper presented. 
to tbe l4orkShop on "Soc1a1 Strattti• 
cat1on ln tndla8 helct on t-!arcb 8-91 
1983, at the centre tor the St~ or 
Soctal System~, School of Soelal 
Sclencea, .rawallnrl.al. ~Jebh Uni:ver­
etty, New Del.hl. 

•Answers Questions en %ndta•, 
amaemu. January. 

"Local Lea&ars and the tnteUtgentsla 
In the Cbampat'aD Sa~raba (1917)f 
A StuiSy 1n Peasant l!obilbation•, 
~-~~!MDJ M IJJ1JM d !ASlislJ.oiZt 

"Peaan~ Claeda 1n !Vontteth Century 
Agrarian. Movement 1n tn.Ua•, 11l 
B()bsbawn, s • .r. (ed.) t ltpeuant 1n 
Bleta~ 1 OZtord University Press, 
Dew ~1h1. _ 

1949 - •satragraha 1n Cbnmparan•, ·uavjlvan 
PubUehlna Houee, Ahmedabad• 2nc1 ect. 

1956 . ·~ani! 11abatma Oendbl•, 
New Delhi. 

1940 •strusste tor Peoples• Deroenc.r 
and GQCtallle •. some Questions on 
Strategy BD4 t'aotiee•, GA&mlll'tt 
J'Une-J'U.l$, Bomq. 

w~ Revolte" :t.n A.B. Desai 
(ed.) t "Peastmt. St~l.es in India•, 
Oxfora. Unlvel'elt.r Press, Delh1. 



19?4 

1956. 

__ , 

19T}O 

' . • J ••' 

101 

I . 

ltfbe H1otoric Telengana Struggle" t 
Communist Party ot India, new Dell11. 
"!elengana. Armed Strungle And tbe 
Patb <d Ind1an Revolution", 
rrolet$"!tm Path PUbUeat10n, 
'Co.J.;Jx.Jt::o...~ ,~ 

"Peasant t:'!cvemant ln felegana~ 1 in 
~~ t·~A (ec.t.), "Soclal l·tcwements 1n 
lnG1a, Vol. I, l!anohar, tJew Dolh1. 

•oandb1••s FS.rat struggle 1ft Indla", 
Na.vajlvan Publtsb!ng Houso. 
Amedebad. 

"!be Great Herotc Telengana Strugcl.e 
and the Trea.ohery of the DeV'1s1on1at.s 
and ffe~ Revle1on1sts, CPI(f!..) 
PubUoattons. · 

~ Spring ~ and Arter", 
.YJ.narva AtJroe:l.a.tes (Pvt) Ltd. 
Calcutta. 

•Report on the Peasaut novement 1n 
·tha feral Region", Jle~J'AH, 
14 october., 

"J~re About llsalbarl "l . ii"'A 2Dib• r-!ay· ugust, • ,. oa. & a. 
tlfeasant ~.ovement 1n lndla 1 ~ttd· 
E!neteentb and twentieth Centur.y", 
x.P. Begoh1, Calcutta. 

•Communism 1n Indian PoUUcs", 
Columbia University Press, 
NGV York. 

"Peasant Struggle in Pale&~ 18'131 

t:L~;s~:a=nr'~J.!~ in 8~t!A!• 
Oxford University Pl'ess, Delb1. 

•cute 1n tbdem In41a snc5 Other 
Baays•, Aala Publ1sld.ng HOl.lSO, 
Bot::!ba¥. 

"'Social Cbange in ~m tnd1a•, 
Orient. LcMman Ltd., Bol:ttt\V• · 



... 

~!ba Peasant And the Raj•, 
V!kas, New Delbl• . 

•Vtsalrmtlbralo Pra3a Haj1Qt!l•, 
Yijayavada. 

"felf.msana People's fltrueclo and • 
its Lessons•, ~ubltsbed by Dovrag 
Chadha on bemu.t of thb CP X( M) • , 
Calcutta. 

8fbe Human Elsenee•, China PolJ.ey 
Stuq Group, LO.mon• ·· 
-sval.uatton or tbe Srpor1ence ot 
the CPt(ML) 1n 1ts Historical 
Dackgroum• • A Publication of 
Central Reorganization Oomnt. . ttee, · 
Communist Part¥ ot lrdia (1~1~· 
LeniniSt). · 


	TH17930001
	TH17930002
	TH17930003
	TH17930004
	TH17930005
	TH17930006
	TH17930007
	TH17930008
	TH17930009
	TH17930010
	TH17930011
	TH17930012
	TH17930013
	TH17930014
	TH17930015
	TH17930016
	TH17930017
	TH17930018
	TH17930019
	TH17930020
	TH17930021
	TH17930022
	TH17930023
	TH17930024
	TH17930025
	TH17930026
	TH17930027
	TH17930028
	TH17930029
	TH17930030
	TH17930031
	TH17930032
	TH17930033
	TH17930034
	TH17930035
	TH17930036
	TH17930037
	TH17930038
	TH17930039
	TH17930040
	TH17930041
	TH17930042
	TH17930043
	TH17930044
	TH17930045
	TH17930046
	TH17930047
	TH17930048
	TH17930049
	TH17930050
	TH17930051
	TH17930052
	TH17930053
	TH17930054
	TH17930055
	TH17930056
	TH17930057
	TH17930058
	TH17930059
	TH17930060
	TH17930061
	TH17930062
	TH17930063
	TH17930064
	TH17930065
	TH17930066
	TH17930067
	TH17930068
	TH17930069
	TH17930070
	TH17930071
	TH17930072
	TH17930073
	TH17930074
	TH17930075
	TH17930076
	TH17930077
	TH17930078
	TH17930079
	TH17930080
	TH17930081
	TH17930082
	TH17930083
	TH17930084
	TH17930085
	TH17930086
	TH17930087
	TH17930088
	TH17930089
	TH17930090
	TH17930091
	TH17930092
	TH17930093
	TH17930094
	TH17930095
	TH17930096
	TH17930097
	TH17930098
	TH17930099
	TH17930100
	TH17930101
	TH17930102
	TH17930103
	TH17930104
	TH17930105
	TH17930106

