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PREFACE

The problems faced by many third world countriss
af ter gaining independence are manifold., One of the
gnawing problems is finding a viable political aystem
which is conducive o soolo-economic welfare of the masses.
The prosent industrislised nations passed through various
phagesn of soa:;o-ecannmm developpent over & period of
centuries to achieve the requisite advanced state in which
they are today. The emerging, developing nations were
expested to nttain' this advancement through leaps and
bounds in & few decadea,

Barma, %00, his been involved in finding a suitable
political system which would ugher in welfare for the
people, 'hig research work attempis to throw some light
on the enieavours of the Burmece leaderg to achieve &
welfare state, and, in partioular, highligrts the
mltifarious faoctors follewing independences vhich
resulted in the army thke-over of March 2, 1962,

™his ¢igsertation deals primarily with the rise
of the army leadership in Burma in 1962 ﬁpto the adoption
of the Congtitution of the Socialist Republic of the
Union of Burme in early January, 1974,



Chapter I of this study ie concerned vith the
topographical, demographic, ethnic, socio-esonomic
apd politiocal get-up of the country. It trices ﬁo
analyse the background events leading to the March
2, 1962 goup 4'stmt by the then Army Chief of starf
General Ne win, |

The se¢ond Chapter traces the challenges to
the ailitary regime in the péli‘ﬁﬁal. economic and
social aghai‘os and how the 'rar‘my leaders coped with
psuch oballenges.

Chapter 111 analyges the evolution and growth

- 0of the Burna .suaials.at Programne party which bechne
the tool of the Revolutlonsry Council of the military
leaders tc legitinize their reginme,

The fourth Chapter @gsepses the achievements
and failures of the jJjunts lesderchip in establishing
& mong-party state and an authoritarian government,

The last Chapter mndeavours to pmsént the
findings of the study covering the whole twelve~yeir
period with & view to suggesting some future trends
in Burmese poli tics, |



b8 & §

In diaeﬁsaing the various reasons that precipitated
the 1962 army seisure of pbwz, the implsmentation of
the army rulers' policy desisions, the government's
~ performance in the sconomic reslm, the ettnic pluralism
dominating Burmese soolety and other factors, vare has
been 4aken to present the Burmese point of view, This
scholar is of the opinion that anyramlysis, agnossment,
appraisal or svaluation of the developments in Barma
should be done from the Burmese angle of peroeption.

This scholar wiches %o reécoyd his appreciation o
?rateaaar BeDe Arora without vhose vealuable gnidance thia
work< would not have been possible to complete, He |
alsoc wishes to thank Profegsor ViehBl Singh for his
encouragement; to his colleague U sung Hyein 8t the
Barmese Uni4 (Externmal Services), All India Redio, Dellt,
for generously offering to type the parte in Burmese
soripts to U Kyaw Sein, Executive Engineer, Irrigition
Department, Mandalay, for helping to procure valuable
primary source materisali o Mr Tewetchai Koopiron, of
the Royal Embagsy of Thailand for hi.n help in xsroxing
certain material; to the Heads 6nd gtaffs of the JiU,
Institute of Defence Studies and mpalyses, and the
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Indian Council of vorld Affsirs Libraries for thely
unstinted co-~operation,

Lastly, this author wisheos % thank hig daughters
Phet Thet, Myat Myat, and Pyone Pyone Hiwe for bearing
with him, snd at times for their impatience which prompied
him %% finigh the work, Otherwiase it would have been
like the Burmege sBying: = cq: cn->8: §§: caés: qHoSn
which means, "As you are sbout to concentrate, there
is an unwarranted disturbance or diversion of attention,”
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Delhi, MAURG MAUNC ,
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CHAPTER 1
‘Introduc tion and Background



f.1. lnixoduction

Parwa has; since its independencéd in Janumry
1948, been in the process of estadblishing & politicsl
systen guitible to traditions, ethos and geniuse of its
ovn people, Historically, it has sbsorbsd the best of
Indian cnlture and Theravads Buddhism, During the
period of British colonialism beginning in 1885, the
emerging Burmese elites chme to imbibe Western lideral
ideas, The Japanese victory in the Russo~Japaness War
of 1904 inspired the initisl stirrings of Burmess
naticnalisnm, Growing national agpirations among the
people culainated in the Jepaness occupation of the
sountry during the Second world War, &nd the grant
of nominAl independence., This type of subjugstione-
Japanege fapgelgnm-~greated the mﬂ-ﬁagctst People's
Freedom League (AFI‘FL) under Ceneral Aung San vMoh
ultimately led the country towards national independence
in January 1948,

Burma #8dopted the British pariismentary system
of government, The failure of the civilien leadersnip
under U.Nu to work this pgystem, certain anomfliesg in
the Burmege Congti tntion, insurgencies by minority



groups; intra.party schisms, and sn alien~dominated
national economy led to & militaryeenginesred goup d'état
on Marych 2, 1962,

The gtudy of all thege factors is necesséry to Sspess
the pltuation wvhich precipitated the coriasis of the 1962
ayuy take-over, |

The formation of the Burma Socialist Progremme
Party (BSPP) in the firet year of military rule and
the effort of the coup leadership to legltinmize itmelt
through i&rian- mesgures led fimlly to the adoption of
the Constitution of the focialist Republic of the Union
of Burma in 1974, mhking the nmﬁtry B mono-party state,

During its evolution, the BSPP through the policies
enunciated in the Birmeu way %o ’ﬂﬂﬂialiﬂﬁg deuwoci its
~role 85 & ‘historioc task to save the country'., A decade
of this historie role is long enocugh to assess the
succecses snd/or failures regigtered, As such, & criticsl
amlysis of the B3SPP, the political organ of the army
or the Revolutionary Council (RC) is in order,

Sons Thixd World countries have besn baving mili t%ary
rule for mRny years, As such, the geleoted topic of astudy



in significent, a3 an effort will be made to show how
far a military model is & Third VWorld gociety is more .
efficnolous than & civilisn model,

The year 1962 marks & wyatershed in the peliticsl
developments of Bnrn__m,aftar independence, 1t was in
1962 that the olivilian leadership was réplaced by &
pilitary loadership which hag still not returned to
the barracks, Llnny political and soolo-economic
chénges were effected in Purms which had wide-rénging
:aﬁousazm on the peopde of the country and the world,
The ;ycaz' ‘1'974 is also 1nporﬁnt as the initial phase of
the militery Leddership was logitimised with the
adopts.on of the new aonstitnﬁon of the Socialist
Republic of the Union Of Bares,

- Burma, bordered by two big influential neighbdours,
China 6nd Indie, haa turned in on itself to seek &
Buress future indepsndent of ite neighbours and the
 wider world, Isolation remsins a. priorily interest

ol thn"mnng military olite, An attenpt will de made

" 40 Anterpret the various respons for much an attitude;

partiocularly from the Burmege point of view,



In the period of study, cerisin questions arige,
¥hy did the gystem of parlismeniery democracy fail %o
achieve politicol stability degpite o8 jority support
in the general slections of 19607 woms it the fault
of the civilian leadexship? wWhat wes t?ﬁa objective
situation then prevailing? what were the Sims and
objectives of the military lea(m'a in 19627 yhat
were fae initisl advantages of the arny leadership
yig-s-vig e civilian leaderchip? To vhat extent
414 they suceed in using BSPP as an instrument to
legitimizse thelir rule? How far 434 the ormy leadership
suoceed in trying to stamp out ethnic and communist
insurgencies? Has the problem of insurgency sny
relevance to the geograthical location of Burma?
what are the prospects of return to civilian rule
in Darma after 12 years of militayry dominetion?

Anpwers to these and & host of other imporisnt
and related questions odn be sought from & large |
volums of iiterature on m:uée history, politics and
econony., Desides, this researcher has desn born in |
Burme, has been actively @gsociated with the poldticel
and ecoramic agiivities of the BSPP, &nd is & native



Burmese-leanguge spsaker, He is in touch with certsin
Barmege sources £rom whioh he oAn get relevint governe
mat Apd Party jowrnals snd pablications, The study
will heve & desoriptive historicosl msthodology within
tn Spalytlionl frasework, The Svailadble Bursese lang~
Bge zateriales will be used ta project & Burmess
viewpoint & far as poseible, Apert from utilising
secondaxry mumt' nateg&gh.{ |

142, The Bsckgronnd

| ?91&:%_:’.@1, anﬂ.owr;m in any country, especially
20 in the Thi¥d-Yorld ave primarily determined by its
geogreshy, history and the mzwulmm Aks-uip of
its people, Bursa 1is no Qx&iyﬁm.{. 'aﬁrﬁnm geographie
ol and historical features have moulded Burme's
poliiticel 4davelopmemis for zany decades, f5he mowmaisins,
valleys and lowvleands have harboured various sthnic
peoples and provided refuse to diverse socloesuliural
apnd ethnio groupn, Iursh'g ethoic groups remain
coupor teentalised by linguistic snd racisl diversity,



religious pluralisn and lack of ideoclogleald mty.‘

The people are not &g homogeneous 3s they Sppear to

be, 8nd thig faotor has been & major canse of the
political changee during the nineteen sixties and
esrly nineteen scventies, Following ite achievement

of indopendencs in January 1948, 1t came into existence

under the &egis of & constl tution vhich was expected

to give the pecple the benefit of representative
government and the rule of law, But the attempt to

_establish tie rule of 1w in Burms did not succesd.

Buzmi reverted to anﬂmritamaaa vhen the ethnio

- minorities showed figsgiparious tendencies which threatensd

LI

and Thalland to the southenst,

to divide the country before the army took over on March

Burnms 18 bounded by Indian to the Wegt, China o

ths’normsst, pangladesh to ‘e vesd, lfos to the east
2

The 4elta region in

te




the southern part is the most fertile and hence the
home of the. eithnic majority, the Rurmans .‘3

Although Burma's topographic regions are conducive

%o political unity by nature, there 8re meny points of
difference betwosn the poéplee of the lowlSnds and those
of the bllls of upper Burma, The predominance Of nOY the
south valleys, mountsins &nd yivers contrituted to the
docation of the couniry's ohicdf cities and towns along
& porthesouth axis in the interior of the z.and.‘ the
division of the sountry into the plains and delta on
ones side, 8nd the mountaine on the other, hes been

instrumental in the development of the politice) and
cultural heartland of Burma ﬁlong the river routes &nd
the deltaie plains, 7This physical separstlem of pesople
within Burma h8g contributed to the growth of differences
among them in language, culture and political copscious.

neess,

3. 50 mAD No, 2.

‘pormang' denotes the nmajority ethnic people,

ag distinguighed from the Shans, the Hows, the
Karens, the Kachins, the Arakanese, the Chins,
the Eayshdé: and so on, 'Purmese' denotes sll
the peoples of Burms, -

4‘ P‘ &amnf 41341 ‘ "‘ vy A28 O
(E“ mm, 1983) Qﬁoﬂitct P.2.




- fhis hos led o the persistence of gtpu?&m
‘1dentity snd aspirations despite the stremgth of
forces to blald or mbmerge cinority cultures with the
o?.xmicallﬁr Buraan ccntﬂ.s :

1o, Bmimw

Burmi'o topography ia such that the Vestern,
Centyral, Eastern and ’ramsaam Yoxa Ranges and
cther ranges hive made Burma’s climate eguitadle, and
monpoon reing sufficient for We country, siatlerly
the rivers have helped Sommunications %o develop and
Sgriculture to tlonri.ah.s o there ig proliferation
in timber, medicinal herbsi plma.f and bambeo, Rice
i the zein agricultural crop, Gold, silver, jade,
emerslds, :Tibies, dismonds, pearls, tin, tungeten,
mﬁ.ﬁam; lead, sinc, .cﬁppei', ‘coRl and crude oil are
some of the important land end mArine prodnetm?

5. 1bid., 2.3,

60 FE&: ql: ot 9§t qor d 55 JENE cqr w8 E:

( T0ingyineThieli-nyg-nytel t=neecheteant-
kyinye-Themsing) "The anti-colonial struggle of
the Sational Races”, BGPP H.(urs., Rengoonm, July
19??, edn 3, 9.29); free translation,

T« 5ee map no.3, showing reinfell end resources,



Topographical realities detersine the strategio
Anportance of Burmd, It is wedged between two great
nelghbours, India and Chiok, Purma’s longtime Sssooi-
ation with neighbouring India hag besn more important
culturally then politicelly and historie conthcts have
‘been meinly by 08,% e mountain ranges 8nd highlands
along its land borders mRake 1% partially lsolated from
i4s nelghbours, Inaccessible mounitainous terrain provides
ganctubry to various i.nbnrgeaf goups making it di.ﬂ!.culﬁ
for the govermament 4o launch anti-rebdel owraﬁo\m. The
Burm~Thailand-Laos ®Golden Triangle® border area u

hoven for opdum nmugglara.g

The Irnrawaddy viver 1as navigabie up to ths city of
Bhemo nesr the Chinege border., Cosstal delta areas
bordering the gulf of Martaban in the By of Bengal
recelive anple mﬁr for wet rice oultivation, the
delta expenge of .aner Darma constitutes one of the

B¢

9. The Ga..den Trinngle aresa is one of the luahest
arcas of the world for growin mp;p.tec, Sew,

Times of India, 23 Merch, 19 ® Kuteh Serves as
parcotics condulit for Burope™ by ReKs Mipra, D17
containing & reference to the Golden Triangle,



2,

10

largest contigious rice fields in the world, Though
Burmt hon 8n ares of 261,760 squere miles, ito denpity
of population is lower thAan most of the other states of
Southeast asie, 10

~ The indigenous pecples are all of Mongoloid stook,
and 8t least remotely akin, But the Sountry divides
nadturally inte the plaine and delta, and the nountains,
Politically, culturally and economically, Burma's deve-
lopment was along the valleys witered by the rivoxi,
end along the dolta plsine, The mountains along the
borders provided barriera both against would-be
invaders and a@iﬁsﬁ homogeneity of the peoples of the
low landg end the hills.}!

The Burmane, othnically related to the fp:!.bnans.
comprise about 75 par cent of the total popalation of

10, Jogeph silvertein,

SRR Q5 I ! , ‘ '~'.p. .
Purmata dengity ratio Ls 110,6 per sguare mile,
belovw Southeangt Asia’p average of 155 p.s.m

It i also the largest mainland state in Southeast
Asis,

‘1. Sharen, !1(.4’ P 2&
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28, 990. ‘3 Among the largest non-mrm groups

ars the Xarens and the thans, The Kachins and the
Chins in the uphill country ars about 300,000 eggb. 3
Members thease pon-Purman groups and other hill peoples
have been involved in rebellious since 1948, “

12,

15 See ’rable t. Bthno-Iinguistic Composition of
Barms and map N.4 on distridution of principal
peoples of Rurma,

14. Two different ethnic Burman Gommnist factiona
: have also been in revolt since 1948,



12

These gzenps oceupy strategic positiong along
surmats border with India, China, and thalland, In.
the piaina and lower Burmas Sre fhe Mounsa, the ArakSnege
and the Delta Karens, groups of which 8re inm revolt
against the governnment, | |

e dominant religlon ﬁu:ou@aut Burma is
Theravads Buddhisn!® fThe delta Karemws of the plains,
the Haching, (hins and other remote hill tribep axe
Christisns, |

On the basis of culture, people of Burma can be
clagpified &g hills or plaing type, People living

1%, The alternative ‘'Himayana Buddhianm’® is considered
derogatory by the Buddhicts of Burma, and
nence will be avolded,

Tharavade Buddhism, 8s practiged in Barma,

ia concerpned with the Theoretical gearch for
Heibban (Rirvana) (8n egofpe from the endless

cycle of births and deaths?,throa@ good

deeds (Kutho) in the pressnt, according to

the law of deeds { )e Nearly all of the
Burman oand shes popuiation, and smx mapy
among the lions, Arvalkdnose, the Kayahg and Xarens,
constitnting some 75 to 80% of the totald
population, are Budihist,



v

on the n,lapti oy taéﬂ of hills in snpall, sutonomous
_units, with communal land tenures and ri.g.ta clan customs
28y be _alus&ﬁad as the hills type, They practise s
shifting type of agriculture and hunt and raise nearly
syerything thoy ead, The Kacm, Ching and hill Karens
£1¢ roughly into this pattern, *'Flains culture' refers
4o & gituation where people Mvz.hg on the plains or in
vallaps have a relztively complex social and politicsl
organizotion extending deyond the family or village
group, The Burmans, Mons, axané. Arakane ge and Delta
Earens 21t gensrally int ﬁhia'eategbﬂ.w

S0, these geographicsl, religious, demographic
snd socio-cultural differences have created problens
of ethnic integration with the regult that there have
been efforts by some groups to agsert indigenous
indspendence through secessionist movements,

The governgent, since independence, has
been overvhelmingly controlled by the Burman ethnio

46, sShayen, n.é, Pa 5 .
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majority. 'Te Purman ruling elite has ;puigad most of
the Kefens from the high ranks of the military, Uptil

now there h2ps been no aystematic effort at long-term

reconciliation betwsen Barmans 8nd non-Burmans, The
multi-othnic diversity of the Burmese people and
the domination of the government by the Lurman majority

- pontinue to cause strains leading % confliet., fThe

insurgeneies in Rurma are the reguli, preodominantly,
of deeply rooted antagonisns betweesn the 28 jority

and minority ethnic groups.'!

Aistory
5.1, spotent Fast

It was Anawrahte ( 1044-77 4.D.) who conquersd
Theton and introduced Tharava‘d?a Buddhism with the
help of Shin Araban, He econquered Aralan and received
homegs Zrom the ghan chiefp, He was thus the first
Burmese “king to héve given & semblance of unitj' to
the country,

1‘70 hmﬂmr" Nty Do 158.
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Ds GuE, H2ll, 4he well-known Britigs historian of
south.Rst asiajy noten: |

yhen Amdwrahte died in 1077, his rule extended
over the greaier part of Burma proper, northern Acalkan,
and northern Tenssserim, while & number of ghon chieftains
in the mountainous reglons to the east of central Burma
- aclknowledged his suzerainty, BHis aeliievaménta left &
parmbnent 1mpresai.o‘21 upon his couniry and p.enplh“‘a'

The Pagan Dynasiy originsied by Andwrahta ‘ended in
1287 when Kubls Rnan'g armles destroyed the Pagen mplre,

The efforts of the $timic majority, L.e. the Barsane
or "oore* people residing in the fertile delta regioms to
dominate the ethnic minoritiss or "ron-cors® people of
the uplende and mountein:. reglons, are evident in the
two succensive a,ynasti‘.ea: ihe Toungoo Dynsety { 1287«
1752) and the Konbaung Ruls {1752-16885), The former
dymapty e8w Tabinsgbwe-hti {1581-50), who conqncroa the

8. I.GE. Ball, Borue (London, 1956), p, 18.
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Telaings [si]., Béyimmsung (1551-81) who tried to

unite the various Burmese Kingdoms 5nd check rebellion,'?
The last of the Burmece dynasty, i.e. the Eonbdhg line

of kings had Munmﬁ(ﬂ'}zéﬁb); who conquered Iegen
(now known as aén@on) in 1755, | This line of kings
occupied the throne until the last king Thibawy Min, who Was
depoeed by the British in !885.20

3«2, British Colonis] Iy

 Before the British imposed their colonil rule over
Burte, nany other Ruropesns tried to do ©0. I+ started
with the Portugness freebooter Philip De Britto.%! 1Inm
1627, the Datoh, English and Frenoh &lso mAde incunxons
into Burme, 'he Britich amnexed different pArts of Furma,
sterting with 1826, at different times, extending over &

period of eixty yeara, The three anglo~Burmese wars of

19. The correct word is "Mon® fyom "Roman*®, (Remanys

Qoo ). 'TRieing' ie dezaga{orw and hence will
be avolded, _

20, HSll, D18, Pe 130,




826, 1852 and 1885, resilted in the complets colonidll.

ration of the bk:unt?:’.
~ As & oonsequence of mm‘s defeat in the mi.ra |
Anslo-mzneat war, i¢ wep made yart of the Brﬁ.tuh-lnmn
‘Bupive. In 1935, the British Parlisment enscted the
Government of Burme ot 1t waa ‘brought l:.ntq force on
1 April 1537, as & reaaltof‘whieh Burma was separsted
from Indiﬁ.23 It eas no ﬁore. than & recognition of
Burme's geparate identi ty,

ams W2 B, in fast, very much & region &part, and
alike in i%tg ethnic charaoter, social structure, 8Snd
economic developtent as well ap its physical geography,
1%t bdelonged with the rest of Zoutheast Asis rather than
vith the Indisn subcontinent,

As colonisl rulers, the British gave no serious
thought to the developuent of anything like & ‘nationsl’
eulture or & 'national’ gociety that would transcend the
group loyalties of the Burmans and of the minority groups

22, mﬂymmam Kﬁlﬁ'ﬁﬁ-a d 23, 40000
‘ (2o Vanngl=idss, (New Telhi, 1983), p.2.

23& Sharan, no.4@ Ps 10,



in tht country, On the other hana; the non=Burasn

groups wers sncoursged to retalin thelir group charaotere
istics, 7The "exnlunded areds® wore separately administered
from Burm proper. Thus the people of Bursa wers governsd
by British mmsters, in wiys that gerved W0 perpetuate
their ethuic and soolsl and cultursl 4ifferences,

- The British y;ariud aloo brought sbhout signifiosnt
changes in the economic life of the people of Bursa, In
_ pre-British times, the econony wos & predominently
agriculturs) snbdsttr;cc economy. At that time there
were virtually no imports or exports, But the inolusion
of Burma in the Britich Dnpire troncformed the Burmese
sconony significantly, The introdus tion of ¢cagh crop
oconony crested an influx of alien traders who t"orind
» bupiness community in different parts of the country,
‘A market for Burze rice began to open up first An Iniias
#rd later on in Europe.24 Under Eritish rule, Burms
besane the iargiﬂ sxportey of rice,

The Burmang, who gradually came %0 settle in
and around the new, enlarged urban sreas, Sdoptsd &

24, ’But &mm
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weetern veneer over taelr dewply rooted Burmese Buddhist
valueg, m Toung Men's Buddhiet Associations {YMBAs)
were formed in a few 'big towng after the pattem of
meuaas Until 1917, Lto activitien weve only :lndirutly
political, In that year Britsin announced a gradual
devalopnent of smeif-govemning institutions for Indis,

The Burmege ngtionaliats interpreted the policy ag
applicadble to Burma ag a province of xmu; But the
Government of India Act of 1919, epplied only to Indie
israper@' This sequence of events Jjolted Burma politiodlly,
and in 1920 the IMBA, under the siress of the developing
situation, became the decidely political Qenerel Council
of Buddhist Assoclatiocuns {0&3&5)026 The spérk that
touched off the school strike of 1920, the Rangoon
University students' boycotd, changed the politicsl

gtwaw““m It resulted in & mtzog-wlda anti-British

25, WA { OY 'Jmu)ocfﬂg:n swonw s
started in 1963 Ottona and U, Wisars, two
leading monks who tougm sgainst ﬂxa British
repression kKindled 'the fleme s of nationaliem,

26,  Richavd Butwell, U Hu of nm { stanford
Univercity Press, 1 » Do

274 The boyoott was & protest agains*' the Utivereity
Act of 1820, vhich gave chames only to welleto-do
parents' chiliren and had provisions for one yebr's
Preliminary Courge for admission to the Univeragity,
This boycott of December 5, 1920 ip observed as

paticnal pay in Burma, (See,inti-Colonisl Sirysde,
p. 184, (free translation),
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protest of unparalleled dimensions, It led to the
sptabdlighnent of '*nauonavl e§hools"‘, aéhecls dosgigned

to provide an education that was Burmege in ortantauon
and to demogtrate the competence of the Burmese to educate
their onildren.

The next stage of the strwrggle for freedom came

-when the Do Bama Asi-ayone (We Burmmns orgapization) was
formed in 1930, it included leaders who aan.e@ thenaelves

'mtum {maatoru).za Following this, the saya San
gunnqubelnan of December 22, 1930, protesting
agninst British repression, and the 19358 01l vorkers'
strike had decome landwarks in the history of the anti.
colonial struggle by the peoples of Burma, So in 1940,
Thakin Aung SBD, who was Genersl Secretary of the GCBA

28, fhe Do Pous Amiw %0933309_5 B ) was
' started in 1930 g%h & gong oslling en citicens
to »eapect 2nd love the Burmese race, religion
and langnage, 4 group of thirty thakina
{*Mhirty Cmeazeds') wont secretly to Japsn
during World War i1 to receive nmilitary
training to fight against the British,
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deolared in its nonifestor "We stand for complete
memmee of BUrmf ,ee end to.!‘\ the introduction of

& freo, independent people's demcéa-ﬁc Ropubliteense »29

4 tevw Qembere of the Do Bama jssi-ayons bhid become
intencely nationalistic.”® fTheir political objective
was  to achieve full independence &g soon &s possidble
by any possible means, fThey were attracted by the
‘Japanese plen to build the Gréatar xmﬁ Asia Co-proaperity
sphere with the smeogln: "sgie for Aeianét'“ The young
Thaking of the Asl-ayone found Japan & souroe of
inspiration, 8 country which haa won & @eat viatory

29. Sharan, n.4, p.16. Thakin sung San joined the
Do BRpa jpil-ayone of Thakins in 1938, He went
to Japen for nmilitary training against the
British, He led the xos&eﬁnce agains ¢t the
Japanes® Army on 27th March 1945 Snd allied
with the British., He wag elcoted President
of the Anti~Fascist People's Preedom League
{ APPFL) 4in szugust 1945, He was asgassinsted
on July 19, 1947, togother with six other

colleagues, {See aleo pung San of % .y
compiled and edited by Haung Haung, The .
Hagne, 1962 (self-portrait), pps 3-6).

30. Thess were & group of young Theiine xn the

organisation,
1A/
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over Russie in the firet deoude of the. twentieth centary,”’
So Mmng %D wag sent to Japan for military teaining esrly
in 1942, vhen the Japhness invided Burxa, he returned with
then at ths hebd of & gmall contingent of thirty aen
(thirty comrades') trained there,”> On sugust 1, 1943,
Burma wap granted nominal independence under DA DR MAw &g
Hipati or plotator, But the Japhnese broke thelry

prowiss of handing over the adsinistyation tn the Burmese
thennelves, The Burmese beokme suspicious of the Japanese
Pledges, Aung n and the other army lesders informed

D& Bs ¥aw, who heided the government sst up by the
Japanese, that they renlised Japin had “chohted” mu.”

Invaders held the conirols too tightly to sugzest

that they were intersasted in any governmemt but thelr

own, 3¢

31. This referred %t TMe Russo-Japhnese ¥ar of 1904,

32, For a.mn on the Japansse intere see %
a ] by HMeung mag Dombay, ¥
e 157, 16869, an + &h
i Imxdcn, ] PPe ~XXY}
Aung San becams mmnl.

b, T4 O
Aung An,
35, mt"llg B.ZG; Ps 36;

34 Viotor Pureell, 1ha Ravol
{ London, 1962), Pe .‘.
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The attempt to place Japanese on & level with Eoglish
a3 & seoond langiage in e edhools was 8n exsmple of
the meny differences i;hc Parmese bad with the Jopanseae.

mng sn soon lost m ulnn&onu about :apn'; .

obligation to respect m’s independence, tﬁd mRde
contects with ﬁm mnt mu—aammec repl gtance movenent
@ing on in {ho aouni:zy. 'I}he resﬁ.s'mnci astivities coin-
cided with the declining fortunce of the Japancas in the
wer, In Angust 1944, he convemed & secret mesting of
natiopalist lesders and towards the end of the game yeaz,

he succeeded in obitsining the mypwf of the miﬁ.ah
military suthorities, sSubsequently, an snti-Fascist
Orgenization (APO) osme into being, The Burma Defence
Arny (BDA), renamed the Burme Netional Army (wn), roge in
revolt sgainst the Japsnese. 35

The Japsnese ocoupation had aetmilx stiznlated
nationslist feelings smongst the people. The resistance was
mn essential part of our atruggle tez natiorml freedom,*
scoording to aumng san.” After the British re-oocupled
Rangoon in Hey 1945, the AFO waa renaned the Apti-Fapoist

35. 1% mappened on KMarch 27, 1945, This day is
celebrated ap Armed Porces D8y,

36, mung uanns n.Sh DP. 168-9, Ses &leo John F Cady,
- By _ " ‘anbodis (New Jeruoy.
p.! By tho prorrered sgsistance of
mg s!n %o atriko the Japanese,




Ptopie'ﬂ Freedon Ipeagu {AEPE‘&);” | The AFPYL Sasked fo¥
Zree elections withput delsy, *Dominion status within the
British Commonweslth,” mng 5sn expleined, "ig desooisted
in our minds with inforiority comples and elien things.
¥e must be free to:weke cur own decipions sbout our futureso
The inpact of Japanese féecism on Purms yes & feeling of
*intense nhtion-wide imphtionce to carry on the struggle
for political freedom Bgainst the British sdninistration
that had returned to the country, n39 Ang Ssn continued
his negotiations with the British, and in Jamary 1947,
arrived 4t An Sgreoment withh Clenent Attles, then Prime
Minister of the Labour Governnent in Lomion, for granting
of indepsndence to Burma, |

. 1% wvas to thisg lLea that the British
tranaferred powey Jamary 1948, The
AFPFL ruled Burma as 5 united party t1l1
April 1958 when it droke up into two ﬁcuons D
the *Clean’, and the *3tadle’ fastions,

38, gheran, B.4, Do 17,

59. ks {A Colleotion of Broadchst Talks Lrom
. m Oadeasting gtation) R&nﬁom Hinistry
of Information, 1950 "wu sinee | 5" P 130,

by U. Tin aung,
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Thero had been ethnic dlsogreenent botwoen the
udoritg; m_zninc and the indigenous minority groups bvefors
the g&nt of independence, Aung 58n was &ble ¢t unite the
Shans and other indigenous ethnic minorities vith the
Buraans, in a compzonim ooné‘éfmﬁen adopted in 1947,

The constitution pledged eventual grants of outonomy to

be realized through the united Meae;'staﬁ. ¢n 12 Pebrusry
194?, therefore, the historic Panglong :mamnt was adgned
betwsen Oeneral sung Ssn and the Eachin, cm.n. and shan

delegates to stay united with equal right&‘a

on 19 July 1947, General Aung Sen and six of his
cabinet colleagues wers assassinated, This tcok place
vithin six months of the Panglong Agreement. It was the
greatest shock to the mational ;zgwnnt in the higtory of
Darms, A leadership veoid was or\é\aud with the untinely "
deaths of e national lesdira. Bat, subseoquently, Thakin
Nu, who was President of the Congtituent Assenbly (elected
in April 1947), signed the Bu=-pttlee agreenent on 17 Detober
1947 sheredy the British government " agreed to recognise

ﬂgﬁ; pQ 26’6. (s“

40,
ment 4in appendioes,

et
also copy ,
The Karens of the Salween Diatrict, the

KEaysho of ihe Chins of the Arakan Hill

Treats the Ragas and the Was were not
represgented in the Agreemsnt, 7This led

%o mltigsethnic insurgencies after independence),

Y] agree
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the Republic of the Union of Burms 8s & fully independent,
soverelign state, i Britain also oconceded the right to
Burmd to leave the aommagvmlﬁ; On 4 January 1948, Bursh
achieved its independence, |

Seds

- Darma staried 1tg carcer under & parliamentary
demgoratic conetltution Sdoptcd 8nd enaoted on 24 September
19-47.“2 soon after independence, uany in oppaﬁiuoa to
the govermment, &nd even some of those in favour of 1it¢,
otorted making efforts te bring 1% down, trougd uncongti-
tational means, Lebour strikes, riots, insurrections,
rebellions and d‘oaert&on’a'af goldiers vlné officers from
the army took place in various ports of the countyy, The
confused state of lffairc that prevailed An Bursd in the
inmmediate post-indspendence pwiok wig an expresaion of the
~weBkness inherent in e body politic, Thers wers oo
meny politieal partiecs ond factiong in the aouﬁtry.‘ The
AFPFL 1toelf was composed of & mumber of ‘affiliated

41, gharan, n:4, p.21. Thakin Bu (How plain:

: - U Ba) was the first Prime Miniater of Burma
1948-56, He wes in custody 1962-66, and left
Burma in 1969 to orgonise én opposition movement
t0 the military regine,

429 Ibid., Pps 25-6,



bodies, The result was genenal riv&lzy end olash of
Plrnou&nﬁ.el." E o

0n scoount of éiainr‘bed conditions in the
country, general electione for Parlioment were held
on 8 stuggered and regional bagis between 195% and 1952,
In the electicns, the AFPPL won by &n over-yhelming
= jority, ond the opposition was very weak, U Nu at
‘the head of the AFPPFL remained the Prime Minister,
However, pon tical predominance made the AFPFL amo&nt.
The AFPFL won in the next general slections in 1936 as
woll, but wl.“la 8 rcdncta naaozuy, The opposition Sationﬁl
United Front (WUP) scored almost 20 per cent of the nats
in tho Ohamder of ﬁauomuuae, the lowcr House of
Burmese Parlimsent,%4 | -

In June 1958, the AFPEL split into the 'Clean'
fection led by Prime Minister U Nu, amd the 'gStable'
AFPFL 104 by U 3 swe,*7 108der of me Trado Unton
Congress. The split vas so close that U Nu had o

43, LY (ﬂyient

44, Chaaber of neputi.ea bad 250 geats, and chanbor
of Bationalitics had 125 seats, 85 of 1958, in
the bicamoyal Parliament, _

45. U B5 Swe was Premicr after the 1956 elections,
. and aftey the 1958 A¥PFL aplit, bechme leader
of the 'Siable’ Faction,



28

aopeia on the ;to-némnnast EUF <o mRintain & parlismentary
mhjority. After the split, U Hu adopted & more lenient
attitmde tovards the communists and other rebel orgenizht.
dong, offering them a complete fanmeatys“ The Burmesse

Sray wes alarmed by the policies of U Hu. m arny
leaders Spprehended that U Nu was not only carrying on

his govermment with the support of Communists in Parlisment,
but also offering favourable terme to the Communist
insurgents, iaviting them %o surrendey an@&%& lc@i fold,
Bmae.. they 8lso fel’ that in the civil 1ife of the
country, perticularly in the civil departaents of
goveramen t, indiseipline and negligence of duty had been

én the increass., 1t Appears that under these cirsunstances,
General Ne win, Chief of the Army Hiaff, adviaed U Hu %o
peacefully tranasfer povwer o the Army, so that the country
might be saved fxom "the evil current®, U Ku, therefore,
piaced authority in the handg of General Ne Win through

&n' agt of the Burmese Farlnmenu‘" The Burmese nilitary,
albeit temporarily, took over pﬁux, ' ‘

‘6. gharan, B4, Ds 57.
47, Desal, 8,43, op.Clt., PPe 291=2/),



' gensyel He win's government took office in
September 1958 &s & Caretaker Goversment, The Porlisnent
extended its tennure so 12t free and fair eleciions could
be held in adeguately secure conditions,

In the 1960 electionn, U Nu's *Clesn' AFPFL,

which bad taken the new title of Union Perty or {Pyidemngsn
Party ) won 156 seats as ageinst only 34 by the 'Biable’
aPPPL. 4% 1t was & maeslve vots in favour of & civilien
rule, The new government wag in a position ¢ enact its
programme, for 1t hed gained & large national mandate, And
the arny had retired from politics,; The progremme o&lled
for strengthening of democratio institutions, establishment
of Buddhism &8 the state religion, oreation of new states
ﬂm,n' the Union for the Mona and Arakinese, and
development of a plen for promoting economic and soocisl
growti, The establiskment of snmmv a8 & atate zengon
had seriocus implications for the non~-Buddhiests, Hence it
aleraed e non-Badihist minorities, The gecessionisd
povement &mcng the ghans 8lso ocontinued unapatea, 49

48, gharan, n. 4, Pe 64,

49. Articles 201 and 202 of the 1947 Constitution
exprecely aave the right to every state to
secede from the Union after ten yearas of the
coming into operation of the Congtithtion,

See ninittry af Jndicial Atfaira. Burma, The
con o Ats ﬂ ] Y IR ¢ Bm@bnpposoc
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These cm'a.taa' sorious obstacles for the government,
Begldes, following the restoration of oivilien ruls,

crine snd lawlessness increased due t0 reélamtion of
internel security nessures. Even within the Union Party,
fmotionsliem developed. Only the power and prestige of

U Nu provented an open split and 8 repetition of the svents
of 1958,%° e govermamt became seriously mcoeéuyind |
with the growing discontent among the ainorities, A
federal semindr was held in Pebruary and Merch 1962 at which
3ll leaders from Buras proper and the ptates were invited
to express their viesws publicly &nd to sxamine the various
&lternative psolutions advecated b; the pﬁzﬂéipnts.ﬁ
There was a growing feeling in the army that the KNu
governnent wag unwilling or unable to deal étricﬂy snough
with such prodlems, 50 1t was that on March 2, 1962,
General He Win and the Amy returned to power in &
ligntning - Mke goup d'état thet contrastsd sharply

vith the constitationslly~camouflaged seizure of power

in 1958, Forming & 17-mén Revolutionary Council of senior

50, glivergtein, n,10; pPp. 2930,

51. tharan, n.4; ps 66, (The Bnlk March presddwn o
‘etat whs executed on the night of 1 Mare So
mesnt the seminar funciioned only upto 1 March,
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officers % govern the country, General Ne Win declared
ina radic broddeanst that the Armed Foroes "had taken over
the responsidility and the task of keeping the coﬁnuy’-
safety, owing to greatly deteriorating con&lﬁm- in the
dountry®, %

‘Brigndier sung Oyl, next in importance to Genersl
Se Win in the new government, declarsd at n press oconfere-
Bee on March 7s

| ~ "In Burmd, we had economic, religicus and political
orishs with the issue of federalism the most ﬁpcrtlnt
reason for the SpuP... A susll country like Burmd cannot
RL20rd ALVAELONeesseas ™

"The rebels were increasing their sctivities",
General Ne ¥Win observed, "and the political piller was
collapsing, "4

S0 care to An end the democratic parlismentary
phige of government in Burma, The military resumed power
to protect the country from disintagration,

52. The quardien (Rangoon), 3 March 1963. Peta
5’0 Butwell, 3.26, P 240,

54, ibid,, Pe 240,
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Initially, U Hu's second premierchip r@s welconed
by the people & & yelief from rigit military control
imposed by Gemersl Ne win since 1958, But he soon
encountered serious 4iffioulties in trying % carry
out promises made during the slection campeian, He
failed to effectively deal vith the stiff opposition
acecompanying his attempts to make Buddhism the official
religion of the state, He 8lso could not curd stndent
anrest, The arny 13&&0:;!3&; viewed his regine as
leading the country towards sooial and politiosl

dleintegration, It was reinforced in its belief when
U Ru started negotiations with ¢ thnic minority groups
seeking sutonony within the Parmese ‘Bni.on.‘ It was 8180
gonerally beligved that U Nu would gensrslly give in ¢o
the gecessioniet pregsures of the minorities, The federal
seniner in Febmarymﬁch 1962 provided the immediate
ocoasion for the army to strike &gaingt the civilisn

1. Jobn F. Cady, ° p. jayeg and Bup
{Hervard U vornity ?r.u. 1 bls Dol
'sutonomy' here implied 'fedeun-n', as
mentioned by Brigedier pung Syi. 3See Chapter I
Ps 31, _
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goverrmsnt and impose its own rulse,

On the night of March 2, 1362, the Army led by
gGeneral Ne win overthrew the Gonstitutional Government,
arzested members of the gvernzent and the lemders of
the minorities, digmieped Parliament, snd took full
control of the state,

After the goup 4'stat 811 power wis vested in
& {7-menber Revolutionary Council (RC) led by General
Fe ¥in hiumself,

Spesking for this dody Brigedier sung Gyi, sn
isportant aember of the RC, was enphatic in declaring
tuat the country could not afford sny division.’

As the coup took place, the Suthority of te olvie
dian politicians vas in dismrray, The potentisl protesters
lacked both populsr backing and self-confidence., The
genersl mood whs one of reluciant mcquiescence, The possie
bility of territorial dlsintegration of the Union was &

Je Quardion (Rangoon), Merch 8, 1962,
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valid oconcern, The immediate evidence suggoested that
@enersl Ne Win'g bigliec objectives were politiocal and
eoonomic, He wao determined to prevent the imminent
break-up of the Union of Borms, to ‘tug:-.nau alien middle~
men in the .commercial gphere, and 'to establich state
control over the econony for m&anansﬂé am’u."

The people generally felt that the military rule
would 1apt for a short tinme only. The military leaders
said that the purpose of the coup was molely to preserve
the Union, restore order 8nd harmony in society, and
solve some of ﬁ;o sconomic problems that had cropped
up over the previous two yearg, But the new rulers « the
Revolntionary Council - initiated and pursned policies
with long-term goals, A 'nor_ztn after the goup 4' 65._5' Lo
Brigadier Sein Win, member of the Council, characterised
the military's ceisure of power as the second half of the
revolution that began with the fight for independencs, now
the irmyhe task was to transform the gosiety to socislise,’

4, Cady, n.t, pp. 2367,
Se Silverstein, n.2, p.80.
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The coup leaders said of themselves:s “Ve are
just Burmese revolutionaries and mocialists whoare
keeping pece with history, " |

On 8 Harch, the mendbers in cha_t-rgl of various
ninisiries were Suthorized to uesume the designation
of ma.na,ai'cu. On the following day, the Revolutionkry
Council vested General Re win with full executive,
legiglative and jJudicial power sv with retrospeoctive

effect from 2 March, The gupreme Court and the High
Court had already been disbanded and & Court of final
appenl orefted in their place., Pive locsl gtate
Sapreme Councils had replaced | the shan, Eachin, EKaryen,
Keyah and Chin affairs Gounoils,’

From the outsot.f fhc_aoup leaders never seeted to
doudt the legitimmcy of their actions, From &p far diok

6. ibid., p.80,

1. y. &“an‘ _. .2 at
(New Delhi, 198
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as World wer 1I, the 8rny had viewed itself as the
driving force in the struggle for independence, the
commanders had méde the decision on the eve of the
end of the wor that sung 3sn ghould leave the siliary
 @nd 1ead the nation,® |

¥ith 8 view to seeking populer support snd
informing fhe people where and how the military intended
%o lead the revolution, the coup ledders evolved & new.
- 44eoclogy that would become thely blueprint, Thie
ideology is contsined in twa doouments - the Burmnese WAy
to Socialiom (BWS), @nd the Philosorhy of the Burme
“socialipt Programme Partys The System of Correlstion of
Men and Bis Environment (sp),® Bth were published
during the firast year of the military rule., As the SOMB
is pore theoreticsl asg & formulation of the military's

8.

9,

3 -Rangoom m

7 ‘ ‘ 1}_ in 410 Y aonn r
Of X_n‘forma » 1906 . appggged on April 30’
1962).

ine Eriloso = y.0L _Xhe Daymn 08 311 3% ALQEXS P

" ‘N8 31 el 18 1. .

ironmen ¢ ngoom ﬁiniatry of Information,
53), (Bppeared on Jamary 18, 1963),



concept of a -namvnal‘ ideoloa than the BWS, whioh
focuses on the &pproach to bo taken on imnediate economio
gosls, an 8oRlyslis of the former, iiré’c,'mnld be
appropriats, |

Aeeo‘rdmg; (-)the' SCME, the ideology of thé; RC resta
on thres basic principles: chénge, revolution, snd
~socialism, It draws ite idems from 8 variety of contre
dictory sourcess the Burmese Buddhict tradition, Marxism,
0 ime SME blends
moral yrqggenmegﬁ, abstract generalications, and utopisn
godls, Like Buddhism, it is baged on the assumption that
all things sre gubject to the law of 1mMnm¢e and

socialisn, humaniss, and pragnatiens.

i:hmga. Change takes m_ny’a‘.’crm; As long s the changes
alier things in onmly a linited way, they may be considered
| &g svolutionary, however, ag the tempo quickens ﬂﬁd the
dsgree of change increasen, t'hiy become revolutionary,
Social r‘em):utiou is "&n effect 8nd not & chuse}

whereas the ovoi.nttonaxy process ig the cause of that

10, Silveratein, n,2, p.81.

Henceforth the following abberviations will be used:

RC: for the Revolutionfry Council |
BW¥g:ifor the Barmese Way to Socialiem

SCME:for the System of Correlation of Men and His
Environment,
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revoluntiorAry ehuﬁgq.“ while chéngs, most frequently,
is involuntary, it ocsn be induced and directed by sotion,
Han is the nmover, he also is the centre of all things,
According % the SClMe, men's pature is dual - egomentrie
and altruistic, Men strives for freedom in orxder to
fulfil hingelf, at the ghme time, his empthy and concern
for others leads him to identify and work with his fellow
men to achieve common cbé@ttvﬁ. - The nilitary leaders
seized power, according to the SCME, to transform society
and improve the conditions of the working pn‘pul_z They
bellieved they were accelerating the rate and quality of
changs to & moiuﬁenaéy level,

Man's nature, the military - social tho‘ﬁi'-iata arged,
nes & propensity for evil as well as for good, "Aware &g
e ore of guch humap Lrai)ileg, we mus ¢ make our way of

emoozatic 1ife that can conostantly oheck end control
this evil tendency to lapse. Only then cen everyone

N

| 1. According to SCMB; “When &n evolutiongyy procuc
refcheg & certain condition, point or ntage, i
phoses m% $¥olution hlatoriana call side

12, Soolety, i.e. Barmese Society
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have the right of using his own creative labour and
znitiatwc". 3 socialism, 8000 rding to the SCME, ts &
‘necessdry forn of social control to restrict the
unbridled freedonm of individuazl »6n and channel his
snergy and effort along soclially nanm and conatructive
paths,

The soclialiat dmocracy emrimged by the mm'ury
leaders "includes the unity of the yill i of

the 1na1v1dua1,an and group on the one hand and the
- 14
1%

, 4 .saidance of society on the other, " ' Democratio
sentralisn aﬁd individual Zreedom, thorefore, are mutually
canmpatidle 8nd when coumbined,produce & progressive 8nd
prosperous society, "An empty stomich is mnot conducive
to wholegome morslity®, those military Theorists srgue.'>

Scciety 1o detfined 68 more than & sollection of
- individuals - 1t 1 the interaction of people 4in & particulay

15, SCME, 9.9 pp. 28-29,
Baphais in the original,

14, I1tl8.s Pe e
Eophasis in the origimal,

15 This ie & Burmese sayings

"

20 wen>E{NBoe cooﬁ;%é“
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wby. That wey is deternined by the productive forces ~ the
interaction betwesn the "apiritusl lifer (msn's imagization
and cxmﬁﬁ;éy). the *material 1ife” (the instruments of
production created by man), snd the productive relationship.
The latter, &csording to then SCME, means ﬂia mutusl |
relationship between men 2p defined by their legal

eodan,’ traditions, and customs, Man :i.nheﬁte the sociel
systen of the previous generation and "by his owmn eroative
effort changes 4t as he deems to be good", ’,6

gocislism, &s sxpressed by Burna's military
lenders, is utopion 1n its goale, A socislist aystem,
they argne, is daged on justices it "is & prooperous and
&ffluent society fyee from exploitation or oppression
of mAn by skn, ﬁh&n there is no profitesring veesse O
class antogonism that threatens bumen welfare #nd where
men's physicél well-being and happiness are assured, 17

The Burmase Wy to Socialimm ig & guide to action
thet 15 fliexible and tentative, Avareness of the golkls

iét SCHE, n.;-?; Do ‘9:
}7: 1bid,, ps 2%,

Please see algo "OUR BELIEF® in Appendices.
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allowe the measurement of progress along the Burmese WAy
and, if necessary, &lterastion of the cource, In economio
terns, m*s Socielist future will see groduction and
owmership in 'tbl people's hands, rathey then in MBO of

& few individusle, The ihﬁa, either directly or through
co«-oporatiw' societies oir collective unions, will sAnage
the economy for the peoyple, | |

The theories and concepte of the Burmese
1deologies follow no partieuler school of ‘aoo&lnct‘
thoughts Rather they have sought 1o blend traditiomml
Burmese idens and popular Vestern concepts %ot aye
atiractive to those who, like the lewnders themselves,
grew up under capitalisx 8nd colonialisn and rejested
both bsosBuse of thelir m@ﬁvé impact upon PFarsh, The
ideology provides them with & theoreticel jnetifiemtion
for changing the asconomy and polity of Burms in & |
direction they feel i more in keeping with Burmese
trags tione, 8

In the BWS, the militazy's mocial theoriets
declared that both the economic and Politicsl aystems

18, Sllverstein, Me2, pp. S3=84.
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must be altered before the nation's other problems
sould be tackled, The immediate economic goal of the
B¥WS 42 Yo expand production, so that the general .
standard of living can ripe, unemploynent can diutppetrs
" and everyone cén he Sscured of o means of livelihood. |
In order to schieve thease objectives, agricuiture,
industrial production, dlatribution of communications,
and external trade would be nAtionslized in various weys,
puring the transitiondl period, state cwnership would
form the main basis of the egonomy, During this period
however, thers would algo be & plané and & need for
priveate capital and enterprise; but *i-heae would be 4in
Burmege hands and reasonably restrioted, All individnals
would contribute accoording %o thei.z ability apnd would
receive fccording 4o the quality and quantity of their
work, The &im of the government wonld be to parrow

the gap between the _-z'.teh and the poow,

o realize these socio~economic goals the
political aystem mugt de aliered during the transitionsl
period, A socialist demcoracy will replace parlismentary
demooracy wkk: bhecsuge the latter failed Yo produce a
truly socialist society. 19 Under the new systea,

19. Ibld.y Op.0ites PPe 85-87,
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democratic centralism must be introduced and must
raa;ponﬁ to eﬁsﬂ.ng conditions &nd ever~changing
circumstanees by being flexible and non«&ogmtic.

Dunng the phase of milﬁm'y mla, ‘me people

B must begin 40 changm_ 'mey mast be re-saaucated. The
gai.ding mral principles of ﬁie new ednaa‘uoﬂ uill be
the follewing: hnmn aimity is derivea t:eom one'a own
1abou:r. and every religion and cul‘ture teoches the mral
truth, The eaucational cwriculum magt be z'e-organimd
to emphasize acienoe and noral training, basic education
will be open %o all_, higher education will be open only
to those with promige and potex;tial.

The immedisate objectives outlined in the BVS inclue-
ded the rebuilding of the sdminigtrative structure and
the re~ordering of ecomomic priorities, Becsuse the
buresducratic machine is effete and a stunbling blook in
the path of ehan_ge. The BWS stated that it mist be
reformed so it can comtribute to the conversion of society.
The modernization of agriculture and the bu‘iidi_ng or
expansion of industries - which are geared' 4o the mation's
resources and capabilitiee - will be given first priority

in 'hhe anocation of nevw ‘resources.
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The nev Bursa, 1ike the old, will incorporate
311 tho indigenous peoples in its tezritory, In the new
Burma, unity and txatamwtbetwen ethuc and religlous
groups and progress for all/then will be the fundamentel
goals, As everyone h2s & place in the new ,saci.cty. the
right of everyone freely to profoss snd practise his
religion ip resognized. |

| ‘e uniqueness of thie Ldeclogy was expleined later,
following the eatablishment of the Burmé Socialist
Progranmne Party ( BgPP) im July 1362, The BSPP lssted &
peuphlet in 1964 that set forth the speoific dfferences
between their ideology and that of any othor found im
20 gne pamshlet emphasized £ive
epecific charsoteristics that hod beon explicit in the
Burmese ideloglcsl statemente, First, their idess came

or outside of Barsm,

from several sources, both liapxiet and nen-Marxist,
socond; the BVS recognized freedom of conecience and
religlon; third, the pariy was not the leader of & single
elsgs, but rather the vanguard of all the peopio except
those who exploited otheras; fourth, the leadership of

20, Govemnent at Burnﬂ,

Y. Rangoom '
g.vmh..a! y 1964), The BSPP
962,
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the party and socisty belonged to the wetkiing pooRl e
regardless cf race or religionj f£ifth the Burmese belietls
were iot baged on & theory of inevitadble progress, but on
the 1dea of change es & constant 1in & zaterial #nd none
matoi&al things, and men &nd soceity could progress in
retrocress defending on their own 1de8s and endeavours,

Many of the socialistic fdeas expounded by the |
ild ary ideologien were not new 4 Burms, Socislism
was one of the gals of the first Burmese conastitution,
and of the sPPFL.S' Thoug vagie und incomplets, the
ideas of the military theoricte were part of 8
continuum in the growth of & Burmese socialist tradition,
They provide & frame of reference Lfor anslysing Burms'g
developuent urder nmilitdry rule.and 8 rationale for the

decisions and priovities of the men in power since 1962,

According % the BWg, the ainm of the gocialist
egonoRy was “the aatabliehmn% of & new sociesty for 1),

21. Silverstein, n,2, pp. 8687,
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sconomically secure and morally better, to live in
pesce and prosperity".2? The first step ws to reduce
the gap betwesn the rich and thw poor &nd to see that
each worked according to the quality and quentity of
his iabonx,,_' For this, the new leaa'ri would bave to

. restructure society « to carry out 85 economic ss well

&8 & gocial revolution, They would have to altey
institations, values and behaviour paiterns that had
been carried over, not only from the constitutionsl
period, dnt from colonial and gr&-coionin tines,
Prioy to the coup, the government policy M4 been to |
Schicve trancformation of Bursa by using its own
financial, intellectusl, and technical resources, Thus,
from independence on, economic piansg were based on
| using reveme edrned from the a8le of rice and other
primary products to create an industrisl sector. |
Econonic doﬁlopnwt wag asguned to be the regponsidilisy
‘of the government, assisted by the private hctoz.'
Between 1947 and 1962, several plans were drawn up,
@ltered, and replaced by new omes, All &sgumed quick

22, _ Mo. P; 147,
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~ recovery of agricultural profduction from '-'che devas tation
of world wer II and 8n expsnding world merket for Burma's

-

products,

A setond zohai-acfbariatzc of the sconomie poii.cj whg
the dcpmdmca upon the individusl farmer 4o make technical
decieions sbout planting and harvesting and to do the work,
The fa;nd was leld prmrny by private owners, who bought
and sold and 811 too often Plodged 1t as security against
& losn, The rice ocutput was lowarproximately thirty

baaket per acrs, 23 The government, through the State
Agricultural Merketing Boord (SUMB) purchased the product
from the former &¢ & low fixed rate - with no difference
for quality - and sold it abroad &% world marked pr&.cois‘
Between 1950 and 1954, the governmont nettsd large profits
that were invested in the industrisl sector, and relatively
1ittle was put beck into agriculture, By the end of 1954,
the demand for rics fell and Burme found itself vith ever-
inoreasing stocks of poor quality, due in part to poor
nilling practices.

The farmer received 1little inducement to iaprove
the quality of his product, even though the government
tried to encourage the sowing of high-quality seed. The

23. A basket (One-dine 080&: ) weighs about
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cultivator had few needs Snd was adble %o purchise
aommr' goods at .re.nﬂ.ﬂ,ly stable pr:.én. Bé ‘to\md ,
hinmgelf standing slone Sgeinet insurgents am well 8s
amat:a governuent that 4id not lisben closely to what
he said, He grow crops in the traditionsl way, snd wented
to be left 8loge by government &nd insurgents,

The urban sector ves relatively small vith & mixed
community of allen (mostly Indien and chimné) and indige-
fnoun members, VWhile the profesaions, law, mediocine,
and engineering, were conmtrolled by both groups, the
business community wae dominated hy 8liens, Despite the
Goweynment's policy of mesisting the growin of an
indigenous clise of btusinessmen, 1ts method = pmcilnng
out export and import licenses primarily to mmen
businessmen - encouraged corruption and f£3iled in its
objective,

Both the business slites and the ladour seotor
were ineffeotive in influencing governssnt poliocies,

The declining internationsl sarket prices forced
the government to seek new customers, Bstwesn 1955 and



1960, 1t traded rice %o sooialist states on Larter,

thus disposing of m;rth M;o,aha his, honiw. foroed

1t %o sccept manuiactured goods that otéﬁn vers subastandard,
and, in mAny chses, not sulted to its needs, But tnis

form of trade was Dot abandoned vhen the market changed,

&8 the Burmess government felt that reteining ®ess
contasts.would enable it to effset the mx eftects of

& fluctaeting pricse, |

Daring tﬁo oongtitutional period the in&uﬂr.tﬂi
ssctor never ‘a"olaopea as planned, "At ita bige ufi
szall manufacturers primarily of consumey goadu - When
the government begin to Linvest in the i;:;duat'ul sestor,
it wes henpored by & lack of WATAgers and jmhnichno,
chortages of ray materials, poor p.roducﬁ; and 1sok of
an adequate transportation systenm &nd power resources;
1t neither fully estsfied internal nesds nor MQ products
competitive encugh in the worid marked, ' |

To solve some of these phohlems, especislly in
the are of personnel, it embarked upon & progréame of
nass sduocation, Laok of tralned teachers &nd well.
squipped facilities, construction of schools in urdban or
nearby urten ress not directly threatened by insurgency
resulted in educntion being concentrated in the urden



50

population - the smallest sector of the socehty,

Problens of lawy and order, inmgenéy and oivil
war, deflected the government's emergies between 1948 and
1951, Detween 1951 and 1956, & fall in the price of »ice
netnt there wos no financial surplus and Barme was forced
to engage in deficit fimancing. During the firat 4-yesr
pisn (1957-1961), oxpenditure in maintaining law and order
continued ap the gévermen‘e sought to wring insurgency to
an end, From 1956 to 1960, the ceretaker government of |
General Ne Win, under the military-péntged Defense gervices
Institute, introduced nev business practices and demonstrated
the businecse cepability of Burmepe manogers when backed by
sufficient copi tol and given sufficient euthority to o
their aobs‘?‘" The experiment in ceretaker govermment
revesled ot & small pool of able administrators existed
in the military vho DA the capscity to apply feir talents

to economic and commercial matters,

4 curpory Lldes of the state of the Burmess economy
in 1960.° '

24, - Govermment of the Unlon of Burma, Minietry
of 1nformation, Lo Tuisd Vipdicated?
égngcom Director of Informntion, 1960), pp.233-

L
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| The paddy acresge in 1960 wam 65 per cent of

the yxaw lével, tut An the next m years, it increased
by 5.5, per cent.» Production of rice in te sine period
dropped by 2,5 per cent of the 1960 tonnage, as 413 the
'c:ports of 2ioe zz‘?an 2,080 Miilion tons to 1.84% Million
tons, The trends noted in Trepd | continued for the
196062 period until the military seised powsr, The level
of rice evxporﬁ 'or 1962 was novey sgain achieved throughéut
the nilitary mrﬂad, Fai' f2griculture ag & whole, Soreage
tnorensed by 9 per oent to equsl e pre-wsr high, Both
#nx and other wood products grew appreciadly snd pstroleum
products ocontinued &n & upward trend, Both power and
trensport @lso showed significant gaimmzs

The most notable chenge in the esomomy in 1961

was in the area of ownership, In 1961, the land was #till
in tho bands of the ocultivators, sithough technioally 14
belonged to the states rice milling 4nd oxternal marketing
of rice angd téat ware governoent enterprises, The
government wae & major partner in mining, It controllsd
the Central Pank snd through ite Gommeroisl Bank and
Agricultural Bank, provided more then half the commersisl

28. 8ilverstein, B.2, P.155.

Please see Table 3.



oredit offered to business oad & large porﬁ;cn of the
‘losns to the fame:a.aa Through jJoint venturee with
private apni domestic entreprsneurs and the encouragement
, éf’né«npergtiva aécictias. it u-aé moving positively
toward complete national oontrol of the econony and
daying the bagis of its neturiate soaianzéﬁon.

2.4 The Xognomy under the Milltary Government

It was not until Jamuary 1963 that the nilitary
government took serious steps to carry out ite ideoclogicsl
20als, In 4ad month, gesteral Ne ¥Win announced that the
government had &dopted & new econonic policy. Henceforth
the functions of production, import, 2and expor+t would de
taken over by the gtate, No new private industry would
be started, BEventually, all rice milliog would be ken
ovar by the mwmmt‘ﬂ On Jannary 23, the @'vezmﬂit
aeiud all private banks, forsign and aomathB Later

26, 6, The Central Zank was the chief financial
ingtitution of the government;

b. the Commercisl Benk offered business credit,
¢, the sgricultural Bank provided jomnas to farmers,
27 &ﬁbﬂy Februery 16, 1963,

28, Sliverstein, n.2, p.1%6,



that year the government moved againgt private firms

in the areas of exports, imports, ond sales, It also
natiomalized all gasoline £illing stations (or petrol pumps),
the ?eﬁrl and marine fiaﬁlﬁg indugtries, and geveral large
and small manufecturing end assembly plants, Under the
ney Trade risputes Amending law (4963), the gavnx:mni
seized busincsses where ladour disputes were in proless
and suspended their operations, ‘he military rulers 8lso
foreed the liquidation of all joint ventures hetween
government and private sector and pht their sctivities
directly uader government conﬁol;zg

“he Revolutionary Council oreated several
adminlatrative and mnagerial agenoieg 0 nendge 1ts work,
Import businecs wes divided between geveral new government
corporations, The expori-sector wasp unified under & state-
controlled cffice, The rapid Sction of nationalizing the
sconony produceld shortages, rising prices and black ﬂrh&,o
Boosuse there weare no trained personnel 4o amsume the
nanagement fuanctions of eo many state enterpriges, the

29, ibid., p. 156,

%0, Ibi&,g Pe 156,
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governuent gave 8dded responsibilities %o the proven
msnagers within the militery ranks and sppointed junior
officers &8 thelr subordinatea, - o |

In contrast to the great haste show ip natiomde
ldzing tusiness, trade &nd industry, the governnent moved
csutioucly in the agrioultural sector, There, the militwsry
rulers who were eager to win popular dacking and establish
& droad basme of support among the pessants, moved to rest-
rict landlords and free the fermers., In April 1963, they
promulgeted the Pessants Rights Protection Iaw, which
probibited the courts from atiacking and ssising land,

animals, end implements in pAyment of eudsianding

debts and protected the farmers ridt to sove his JAnd

or persomal property as he desired, During the same
vye.ar. the government also promulgated the Temancy Act,
which deglared that rent could be paid in el ther casgh or
kind and fixed the rate of rent according 4 the pwttmlﬁ#r
crop growmn, The govermment &lsc created land Committees
in every village to decide land use snéd sales apnd to
settls disputes in owmership, Finsdlly, the governmentd
sppropristed kyats 700 Millicn for loens %to farmers to
that they would not need to ssek financial &id from private
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noney 1@@@:&; Two years later, Genersl Ne Win declared:
"Ye beve one unfinished bupiness whichmocks our declayation
tnnt vwe will DOt wwes Permit e oxploitation of men by
mén, It concerns the“eontimied exaction of tensnoy remt
by the 1mdloxaa;3 v On April S5, %the m m"aml@*wa

asn amendunent to the Tenancy pct abouahmg un*ﬁ on

' -“armlanas.sz

The tanant was now free to form his land &e he
chose ond to market a4p he desired, The backing of %the
loosl land committee protected his tenure, In twm
the military governnent expacited et he would feol
indebtsd o 1t for hie new freedoms, 8nd would produce
more, 1Ay back the money it lent., to him, and sell his
producé 4o the stats a¥ the prices it get, 1t alse
' hoped fhat the former would &dopt ®ore modern methods of
fmi_ng. mapport the sociniist objectives of the lesaders,
and begin to develop co-operatives and other sooikliist
institutions in place of the traditional modes of economic
and socisl orgniuetion,”> The peasant did not respond

>t Gavemmant of mm. m Sociglist Progranme Pari

(Rangoon: Furms Socialiat Progr-
amc ¥ 1 s P82,

32,  1bid., D.85.
33, gilverstein, n,2, pp. 57«8,



exhotly asg deaired, Ch3otic purchaging and grading
peliclies of the ney rulerg 6lienated the foymer from his
benefactor, o

Parther, the governmeni's failure 4o diatribute
basic consumer goods efficiently, geve the farmer no
Ancentive to produce more ithen he needed for his foanily,
The government's effors 4o purchese paddy 2% low
nationslly unifors prices, cauaed someg ppasants to
shift from paddy %o cother ¢rops offering larxger
nmarglos of profit and leas government remlation,

The emergonce of bisok mariket in imporied goode fyom
Thailand promoted illeghl disposcl of the armmuel ewop

in exchrnge for consumer goods, Finslly, the Tl Market
for cattle depleted Burma's scarce supply Ap Snimals

¥ore gold out of the souniaxy. |

e aévsrée regulis 0f the economic measures vere
obvious, Iuring 1971-72, average per e_apim income rose
by only 1 per cent and production increased by only 0.8
per ‘cont.s 4 Industrial cutput depended on agricultural
out;{ut, 80 ;hat 2 drop in the 1atter adverasly affected

54, ook ., 1973,




the fermer, Burass remdined pt.:!.mﬁiy & ons=crop

econony and, with 1% traditionsl marke ts becoming
self-gufficient in rice, its exports slumped &s
drematioally as its capicity to dmport > In guly 1974,
workers wan ¢ on strike and protestsd over the umnprece.
dented riss in the prﬁ.eeu of emnentisl copsuner goods,
partioularly rice, Although the officisl retail price of
rice was about Kyat _50/;. for a baakaé;g imdequate govermment
shles pushed it up 40 &s much as Kyats 150/= on the blacke
‘mirket, & level well beyond the reach of the average vorko;f
S0 in July 1974, the gvernment, finally recognising the
need W give the formers monetdry incentives if it wished
to purchase his orops, set the price of paddy 50 per cent
higher than in previcus years - from K.600 to K. 900 per
hundred bnnkdl.m

The smaller urban esctor 2leo faced serious
shortages, extreme inflation, &nd blagk-morket for the -
basic commoditios neceasary for 4aily use, Thers wers

35, See Table §, Exzports and Imports 1964-T4,

36, Tun, X,C, “Burm®s wnrni.ag m&.nnﬁ the
‘gocialist weay' * Pa s omic Reviey,

27 (July 1, 1974), 30,
5. sliverstein, n,2, gpveitss p. 158,



lower exports, leas foreign exchenge earnmed, fewer
consumer goods imported, fThe economy gradually deoclined
as 1te growth alowed down.”C  Paddy Goreage increased to
over 12 million acres from 1963 onward, but it never
exceeded pre-way planting of 12,8 m1lion %rea. ﬁ'm'tn‘s:
the firat two years of militery rule, production increased
only to descend in 1965 and resch & low point in 1966-67,
Produoction, however, does not give an #em&ta ploture of
the success or fatlure of government policles, State
purchéses and exports are & more remghle measure,

During the first two yesrs of military rule, state
purchases were atrongs after 1964, the State never

' romched the levels of the preceding consti.tutionsl
period. from 4,7 millien toms in 1961«62 rice export
declined to 0,5 million tome in 19T4=75,°2

It 44s.drive o vationalize the esonomy, the
Revolutiondry Council sought to eliminate foreign fivus
- and alienate capiialiste active in the field, On January
1, 1963, 1%t ended ite joint ventures with the Burms 01l
Compeny by taking over the outstanding shéres &nd, on
Japuary 18, 1965, 4t ended & similay joint venture with
the Burma Gorporation (aining) in the same wAy, Other .

38, gee, Ciapat - I.
39. 1bid. |
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torozgft firms vere nationslized decsuoe ﬂuy failed 1o
Tophy gmnamt losns or yay inoome taxes or d&a not
uaintalin specified production level, To geot nt the small
bueinessudn and indi genous c@pxmua_;- vho wes suspected
Aot supporting the black-market &nd hosrding goéda. te

governaent, on May 17, 1964, denoni tized a1l 2ifty-and
one-hundred-Kyat notes and demmnded 6:9193:&&0& of those
who held them. This 1Aw fell moat heavily dpon alien
Indians angd provoked & mAgs exodus among ﬂxoée living and
vorking ip urben areas,® |

The turden of socialist policies and mesgures
fell hard upon the urban populatiotis OCaught bstwesn
lay, fized wagos and high prices snd oommodity shortages,
they had few options cpen 8s & means of epcape, In &
nation vhere & peon received & monthly scisry of Kysts
82, mceasitiﬁs hed to be purchaged from the Paopio'a |
atcree.“ Prices for ordinary cloth longyl (outer lower
gpraet worn by Burmese males) and food had écubh&

40, Silvers‘bain, nozi Po ‘69‘ Silee 8lso :
20 no, 10 (March S-i%, 1974) 11884, purma’s
repidents, mostly engged in businege, Old.umtc
very slowly. By contrast the Chiness in Burme Aye
more easily assimilated ethnically.

41, Ca® Burneee 'b wos worth Re 0,66 People's
Stores { [GOuBE ~Pylithuseing) were opensd
by the governmeadt ap edrly as 1964, when the
coonomic measireg of nationalization wers being
implenented,




betwesn 1962 and 1966, end the buyer often found that
the desired Lten was out of stook or in very short
SUPPLY. | |

| By: mid-1966, the dater;oration of the sconomic
situstion gprovoked genersl Ne ¥in to make & personal
imcatigaﬁ@n, - AB -tl} ‘th. on September 28, the |
Trade Counoil rescinded some of ite nationsligation
orders iasuad‘ the preceding Jammsry 8nd restored &
portion of private trade in locally produced m‘ﬂ '

Serious shortages still cccurred of such basie
itens 8s rice, cooking oil, and ngapi (£ieh peate)
in the larger towne and cities 0f Burma, The Red
Badge inoident -in June apd -Ju}iy 1967, wee !cilqmﬁ by
snti-Chiness rioting becaugs mAny Chinese morchants openly
blacksariceted such imm” The shortages were so covere
that the people vere totally digenchented and enraged. The
Red Badge 82f8irs however, deflected their wrath fyom
thelr own leaders to the Chinese,

42, Silvergtein, n, 2' Pe ‘fﬁ"i

43,  Certain Chincse-dominated sohdls in Rangoon disobe
' yoi the gpvernment's order dbanning the wearing of
Hao badges by school-children, leading to snti-
mnon ﬂotﬂg &O' Bilvﬁrﬂﬁiﬁg Pe “6‘; Qhap‘tﬂ 7,0
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From 1968 to 1971, good harvegts and some
iaprovenents in astate purchasing and distrilution geve
the urban population sufficient goods a¢ r&aem‘bu prices,
- For -the next m years poor narvests %brmzsist & yeturn of
risiug #rigeay hosrding, and black mrkctiﬁg‘ By 1972,
Bogyoke Market - the largest in Rangoon = offered doth
domestic and foreign gouodam @t prices most people could
not aﬂord;“ '

During the ini tial yeare of the military rule, &nd

a3 long as Brigadier Mmng Gyl maintained Lis influence in-

'ﬂm RC in his role &s minister of National Planning, the
progranne of nationalising the Burmese o¢onomy #remdca

on & ma&éte. pragetio bagie, He advocated the polioy
of grenting incentives for the delivery of exportable
grain into the 1962 growing susén 8¢ that oultivation
expended during the yeay by 84,000 acies, and export
of rice touched the post-war pedk of 1.8 M tons, 45

44, . Bogyoke Market, loceated in the heart of
rangoon city, is & shopping complex of

. stalie run by private tradors.

454 See, 8R4PH,, -



The principsl opponent of this policy was the
Harxist oivilden eamn‘m U Bb nyein, The new revolutio- |
nizj goals were draatically dootrsinaire, U Bs nyein's
- pian o enlist the participation of loocally-developed
_ .seo-opéaﬁws ar;_d sonmunel worker and pedgant &gencies
%o function under central direction %o ensure that market
sontrol by “‘pﬁonanﬁ.é insurgentas® waes prevented, hed
little relevance to eﬁg\muie geanty,“s

General He Win wae unable to enlist tho services
of exporienced oivilisn administrators in the ek of
devising 8n slternptive governmenial smcma..ﬂ 8o
U He ¥Win ended by scoepting the of::eréd help of several
doctrinaire compunist advigers, The new order was orisnted

46, "Economic insurgents® is & tern used to degoride
private, exploitative, profiteering traders, U I
Nyein wag a formeyr bdviger tc Brigedier Tin gSe,
membor of RC 4in 1971, In 1973 his influence declined
vhen Ke ¥in shifted tho economy toward & more
moderate course, :

47, The RC had invited the three principsl politioal
parties - the Phidsungay, the AFPFPL, and the
Hationnl United Fronj (NUP) on Harch 4, 1962, two
dnys after the gcoup d'e@iat, to join then, to forge
national unity, but dlesgreenent emsrged on the
question of forming & party. See, Sheran , P71,
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towdrds ideologically Marxist 8pproach but without 8 comaue
nist party, It &lso lacked capacity for creative initiative,

zcgb

Unventricted by the fetiors of & constitution,

a legislature, or an eleotorate, the RC governed by
decrees tnd' wochuu&, AL sits prcnaunéomta nea
the force of lAw and remkined in effect until vithdrawn
or replaced, The line betwesn the RC and the @vernment
was undefinsd, Initially, the RC, designated no prinme
ainister, the government consisted of eight membders, eix
drawmn from the RC, ome civilien - responsidle for frur

ministries -~ 8nd 8 ailitery officer from outwide the
cirole of lsaders in the RC (ses 73ble 1), AllL members
of government were responsidble for more tﬁtn ons
niniastry and, therefore, depended upon the Secretariad
and burebucracy to 4o most of the administrative
vcrk.“’ Polloving the Congress of the BSPP in 1974,

the forsal government ssgumed & more treditions) facade,
But, &lthough its name was chenged to the Government of
the Union of Bursa, and ite leader, Ne ¥Win, wes designated

—

8, The Secretariat is at present known as the office
- of ministers { o §ffj: qo: ﬁl )s
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prime minister, there wis little significant change.

In Septsmber {971, Erigmdier Son Yu's risge within the
RC and the government wag sonfirmed by his Sppointment
as deputy prine miniaster,

In April 1972, the retirement of twenty senior
officers fron the armed forces -~ including He Win - gave
the governaent the Sppearance otl being in civilien hands,
ag military titles were dropped in favour of traditionml
civilian prefizes.*? mn Tu was promoted to General
and given control of tlie Ministry of Defence while still
retaining his post ag deputy prime minister, It
indioated that & close linknge Detween the armed forces
and the government wag anticipatsd, whether the membevs
wore gaungbaungs (traditional formel headwesy’ for Burmese
male civilisns) or military mm.”

Under the militry, the Security and Administration
Councilo were the key organiedtions for unifying the
nationsl nﬂn&n&atution.s’ Each council was compoged of

49, U 48 & prefix memning *Minlster’'. Thus General

Ne Win deosme U Ne Win,
50, Silverptein, n.2, Pp. 91«92,

5% Henceforth the Security and adminigtrative
Councils yin be cited am SiACe.
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representotives of the eivil admintstration. fhe local
police, and the nilitary commander in the ares, The RC
oreated & hierardy of the Security and Administrative
Gouncils {SA0s) both in Bame proper, through the gecurity
and Adminigtration Centrsl Committee in Rengoon down to
the division, district, township, and village, end in the
states where they degpoended through the state mmﬁo
council down a pa‘éﬂle,l Iine té the village 10“;-6 Thas
the country wae tightly linked through the momolithic
structure of committess #nd the participation of the
nilitary of all levels of government, from the RC down

to the village, In 1972, when 't&w gecretariat was
abolished, membsrship of the SACs was brosdened by adding
.rcpreuntaﬁvu from the BSPP and the People’s Peaasnts

and People's ¥orkers Councils, 52

2,6,  TheJudiciel  Syotem

The niliiary leaders of Durma re-orginiced
the judicial system by &bolishing the Supréme and Righ
Courts on March 31, 1962, replacing them by & single

-~

52, gee, Chapter III for the formation of the People's
Peastnts Counoils &nd the Poople's VWorkers Counncils,



pew Chief Court b? Burme, This chenge reflected their
sonviction that the 0ld courts served the intuun of
the weblihy and the yrivilegtg As the court of ﬁ.ml
appeal, it was suthorized to exercise the poiens:

and the functions of 1ts two pﬂdccﬁéacrn.s‘ Over

tha' years nearly 811 the origindl members were replsced,
Dr Haung Meung, & femous journalict, writer, and scholare
lawyer, became & member in 1962, and shortly theresfier
bocame obief justicesy In an thpf to0 deal mre-
quickly and effeotively with acts of insurrection,
orimes against public safety, and those sndangering life,
propersy, tulture and naticnal ecanonig tie RC created

& new set of Speical Crimeg Courts, 7Thege courts had
power to impose the death penalty, exile, and ordinesy
imprisonnent, tut 21l sentences were mudbject to revievw
by the Chief Court, 55 | |

™he government worked with officials in the ptates
to try to create & unifora pattern of justice, sbhievenent
of thiz goal wae hindered beckuse stndards differed in

53, Bllveratsing n.2, pp. 9495,

54,  Bee, 'ﬂaien Judiciary Act mending law, 19627, in
(B‘ﬂ@ﬁn)' 1. KOsQ; Decsnber 7’ 1962. P.22¢

55. . Guardian (ﬁﬂn@bﬁ’ » 3“13 11, ‘963; )



Burmt prepey Sad im the states. The m hierarahy of
courts snd jurisdictiens did not help te Schieve the
ideals of the spcialict transforastien,

Lthough e coup leaders vere doternined o
concentrate pover in tt.i,ﬁr m hénéq,mmay. they
werse iqmlly éoncezﬁéd wz the individusl rethined &
1imited srea of privacy. mﬂi regard te religious
freedem, They meved imdireetly, such as by ending
observance of the Budihist sabbath (fasting) daye
apnd lifding the ban on slaughter of cattle in order
incresase the tood gupply and the lower prices..“ The
government 8lso banred for one yeay 81l forsign religious
pilgrimeges, 7

e nilitary rulers were most intent on restrainiag
the Budihists, In March 1965, & government~supported ALl
gangha Conference drew up & comstitution for All Buddma

58, Sabbath ie the three month we( 3 ) periocd of Buddhist
Lent =~ July to sopmmleatohen.

57.  See, Nation, Maroh 23, 1962,
58, Siiverstein, n.2, p.98,
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gasana Sanghs Orgenigotion with an fdentification oard
and & programme for reforming religlous eduscatiom,
Several Puddhist monasteries and many inatvidual
Monks rejscted the Conferemce and denounced its resalts,
partionlarly registration of s;na:m{mu nonks, After &
nonth of violent protests, the government moved zazéotmy.
arresting ninety-two monks, and closing awmtlononaetenu?a
Outright wposiﬁ.on'cmwg a:ftet\"' #héaoc tincidents, In the
years that followed the g\ovemntoi@n&zed class, WMss
and politicel organimmtions, end rma%hnahod the
Ministry of Religioua iffeiro, Religioup freedon wés
maintained but restricted, Buddhism wes treated the eene
uy\ as other religlons, and the ousgflen of all religlous
organipiticne vers barred from participation in politios,

The RC permlitted the press & limited degree of

| freedon and cutailed the righte of assembly and freedom
of speech, Hone of thege righte was to be used againsgt
the regime, In Septenbey, 1963 the government promul ghted
a new lew requiring all publishors ¢to regisoter anmslly,
The next year, it arrested and impriisined the editor of
the Ration for "hindering the implemsntition of intermal

L Y .

58. silverastein, n,2, p. 98,
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peace, »39 A year later the 'gevemt oreated its own
news service to which 81l locsl papers were required to
subgoribe and began to publish its own newspepers in
Burmese and EnglisB. FProm 1964 to 1969, it graduslly
absorbed nesrly 811 other Burness phpers or nade certsin
thet those nm-m independent publiched only what the
government allowed, It replaced private and forelgn.
owmed libraries and reading reamé with its own, and
expanded into the production and distribution of

filas and rending materinle, 1The govermment thus
controlled all media, .

In mgust 1963 top lesders of the AFPLF end | |
the Pyidaungsu wers &rrested for their public oriticism
of & pumber of meagures, {rom September, the Government
started rounding & numorous niddle-level leaders snd
~ Zfollowers of the AFFLF, the BUF, &nd wény prominent |
figareg in lefiist organisaticns, On March 28, 1964,
the RC bonned 811 political parties oxcept its own Burms
" Sociallet Programme Ferty, |

AL tor the coup, froedom of movenment and personsl
oconthot with foreligners was seriously curtdiled, Visits

-

$9.  Gusrdian (Rangoon), April 5, 1964,



by Tereign touriste and Journalists were restricted,
Western journalisis were bLarred from residing in Burph
and reporting directly on Barmese affairs, Grédudlly,
after 1969, tourigt visss wers grénted for upto seven
days to be spent in limited and speocific aress of Barma,
Burmese gtate employees who met with foreigners or

- diplomats had to édparé immediately to the government on
the content of their conversaticns, ‘

fravel outside the couniry by Burizese citisens whs
regtricted both to conserve foreign exchange and ¢
control "thn_iz‘ people, fThe government made it almost
izmposeible for Burmass to take Jobs ocutolde the oountry
or to travel for personal reasons, To go abroad Loy
_ pn:gaonai zedsona was seen &s turning one's back on
ons's own country, Interpel trsvel o s}em of
ingurgency or where military rule wae under direot
chdllenge was forbidden, Even in government-conmtrolled
areng the traveller had to report to l'oaal officiale,

Thus the elimination of political parties 8nd
the severe restriction on civil liberties and freedoms
marked the sxpinsion of Guthoritarian rule 8nd
cmﬁuaﬂmpt%ymuum. 1ife under constitationsl

rule,



CHAPTER 1II

Evolution and Growth of the Burma Socialist
Progranme Party : Patterns of
Interaction with the
Revolutionary Council



"

Burms,* wrote: Our ainm s fmy %o tﬁtabuﬂh an

independent republic sulted %o our ewn conditions and
needn “,;" "what we want is & sirong state adninige-
tration,... There ghall be only one mation, one state,
one party, one leader, There shall de no parliementery
opposition, Do nonsense of individueliss, This form of
state wo ¢all & Hepublic for want of any cther name,
but 1t mey become .v quite & new state fvrm, peculisy
~ to our own coun w:r.’a

This re-read today, mings with the tone and
temper of the Burmese Way to Sooialism (BWS). Mhe
Revolutionary Council (RC) was deeply dimillusioned with
pariismentary demoorssy. The RC on April 30, 1962 peinted
out in & atatement that "parliismentary demooracy has

e Hsung Meung, Burss and geneyal Ne ¥
?u‘bls.shing House, Bombhy, 1969), Ds 298, The
"Blusprint® was uritun in Jspan by the ngah
ggong: guﬂng ailitary training umm

{ ] B4

2, 1vid., p. 298,
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failed to serve our socialist develepment ... Gnd deviated
from the we’-ﬁ-‘lsﬁt ains gi.g"s

The mew course would “develop,... only such &
form of democrmcy &s will promote snd ssfeguard the
socialist development, "

The nilitary leaderswanied to raise the gtendarde
of living of the people, ¥aice the amount of income
per ocapita, educate the pesople, develop their heslth
and digoipline, Fer the creation of such & etate, the
sssantial pre-requisite was the building of one cuni:ted
nation, In conorets terms 1t meant that #1) gulfs de
bridged and all pescotions of pecple be -un&ted._s '.

Ganersl Re Win delleved that the goal of Socialism
could not de sohdeved through parlianenitry 'dmczwr.s'

e ibid,, p. 296,

’ y
" G LAY

(Information Depar
1962) pp. =6,

g P, gharan, Goverpmeni
* (Wow Delnd, 1983),

’69 mgt P 6922,
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Lesders of the three principal political parties ~ the
Pyidsungomi, the AFPFL and the NUF « who were invited ¢
lunch with Oeneral Ne Win om 4 Merch 1962, found him
anxious to forge mational unity snd maron Zorward with
the psople ts the gocialist goals, "Let us work together®,
he urged, “You aye Qﬂcoms if you wish % join us in the
march, If you do not, pleade do not hinder us® On
three different ocodgions, the RC explained and discussed
its convictions and proprame with the ledders of
political perties, inviting them to strive together in
unitys A1) the parties unanimously announced ﬁeu
sgraement and sapport for the Bys, btut dlisagreements

exerged on the guestion of forming & Wriy, In the
circumstences, the RO decided to proceed with the
building of & new party calléa Burme Socisilat Programme
Party (BSFP) ag & cadre pﬁﬁy with eaphasieo on quality
of the cadres rather thsn their numbers, |

The Revolutionsry Council had & monopoly of
power, but it needed Yo win and hold support of the
people. 1t recognised from the beginning that it had
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t0 sstblish contact with the people to win thelr loyalty
Af 4t wvas to convert its suthoritarian rule into & more

7 Claiming iteslf ap "revolutionary

in essence®, 1t declored that "the natural leader of

the revolution is & revolutiomary party."®

-~

democratic fowm,

Pasically & military group and desiring to
legitimize itself, the RO Smounced on 4 July, 1962
that it was cresting & new party to be known g the
Bursa So0cialict Programme Party (BSER)?

¥hile naking the ﬁmaﬁmm’nﬁ the Council
expreased the bope that members of the o&imﬁu
would be able to “disourd teir partigen feelings end
come closer for unity and undergtanding through intimats

exchange of views®, 10

Te Joserh gilveratein, Buns

of 'éw Party, ma mmesa Way to aacxlnaa, ana the
congtitution of the Party. This will henceforth be
cited ag SOME,

9. Mysnmh - lﬁlhﬂm%ﬁm party ( Sé$eoxdgbwd
the Path. : 0 5dd ) m. B meAns



The BSPP was © be & trénsitiensl pariy under

the leadership of the RC amd Lts purpese was te start
the ceuntry tewsrds the ideolegioal gwals expresssd in

the Burmege yay te Secialigm, At this @aﬂy stags of
develspment 4t was prepesed ¥o be & cadre Ppriy with
enpheasis upen identifying, training, and indecirinating
mombers who would assist the military rulers in carrying
ocut thelr pregrames, The BSPP remained & cadre party
until 1971, vhen it wvas tréngferned ints & mass natienal
party end given the repensibility of drswing up the aew
Constitution &nd the eppertunity to Sssume leadership
of the nation,

Porty nmenbership was epen te all citisens whe
weres elghteen years or elder, Spplicants had te sccept
the ideclogy "out of conmviation?, to bs prepired te
osrry eut “unswervingly® all tepks asgligied, and ¢»
be willing te acoept ihe autherity of the party, Bmch
applicent Mad to be gupperted by two party menbders,
gince the only founder msnbers were the RC, the ceunp
leaders hnd pioked itg menmbors from smong its moat
loyal mipperters. All oandidates were yequired te
gerve for &t least two yebrs for becoming sligidle fer
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full sembership. During the initial period,
emdzdgﬁu wers permitisd te redigzg after sbtaining
full nembership they forfeited that right, Persone
‘applying fer membership were graded inltially as
candidntes''s these o7 ’mﬂg %0 eayn full membership,
and synpihunu‘aé these of questionsble sccial and
politioal backgreund and therefore required to prove
doyalty ¢s perty 1deas snd party discipline, Te
transferm the idea of & porty into » reality, the RO
nppo!-.ntaé twe connd ttees drawn exciusively from ite
ewn ranks te oreate the Party unitas, reoruit, soreen,
and train the candidates and teo plan the m2as
erganisations sidberdinats te the pariy, The membership
of the twe couni ttees remsined fairly constsnt througheut
the cadre peried of the party, L AL ter severa) menths
‘ vot preparstion, applicatiens for party membership were
acoopted between MArch 2 and June 30, 1963, 1In Nevember
. the party lesders beghn te announce the nsmes ef the
suctessful candidates snd the perty, ﬂcmmly
sprang to life,

41, s'ac'lad;So 5_ | {candidats memdber)
12, as 8dH ci {party sympathizer)
See Table 5 in Appendices Section,

. ) See Table 6 in Appendices gection,
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mmt' the soreening preeeam. tnd pro&ﬁmrs
period, the problenm of Linding and uﬁm&tﬁaa ooed and
reliable cedres persisted. The report of the aaoriﬂzy |
 General #nd the speeches ef Genersl Ne Vin 8¢ party
nceﬁngs and cenferences mmﬁ.‘md that many rnmu
were Gotually party nibcuurs. um-ucmra. or nen~
confermiots, 14 Deapite the et!arta of military leaders
to ¥id the party of these with doubiful leyslty, its
ranks were never funy purified, wWith recruiting !;ﬁd&
nm_ﬁry sontrel,; the bulk of the recruits were drawn
from the armed foroes and the peslice, |

J«J5. Camuesitien

Three yetirs &fter the party was founded, it had
only 20 full members though there were 99,638 candidates
and 167,477 sympsthisers. The Report of the sSdcreiary
General of 1966 published the izgat wcuplﬁmil brukdoun
of dadres showing that 31 per cent ef the candidates
were drawn from the military and police, Six years later

14, eovcment of Burmh, Burma Soc.ta.n-t Prograanme
Party, Part ainey 1965 (Rangoon: Burma
Socialiat } ] Y ‘96 )’ rps 10 ffc’
128-141,
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the same twe scoupatienal greups previded 33 per osnt of
the candidates and full members cembined, Mere upor‘ﬁnf.
hewever, they previded 58 per cent ef the full memders -
xere than twice the pumber of full members drdwn frem the
. peasantiy and werkers cembined, 15

mm te recruit peassntg was & particulariy
vexing predlea for the porty leaders, In 1966 the
Secretary-gensral asid that this wes becsuss reorui ting
was lizited te the tewna, the poagants were pelitiocally
backward and indifferenty During the peried of stady,
this predlem was never selved, 16 |

*

In 1972, eut of te total patiensl peulatien
of alightly nere than 28 millien, the party represented
& very narraw elits of 1.2 per cent, As nearly sne~third
sf Lte menbers were drawn fren the nilitary and pelice,
the remaining members and candidates represented ne mere
than 0,8 per cent of the pepulatien, Clearly the military
and pelice were the new peliticsl elite, and threugh the
party and its puberdink te orgonizatiens they centimie te
deninate the gwarrmt.ﬂ

15. See Table 51

16, Pey instance, in mi.d-t%B, there were 22,6?7
pensants ameng the 257,463 party candidates,
See The Guardisp editerial March 6, 1971.

11. m"@ﬁ“&np n.;?, P igzs




To train the cadres, on July 1, 1963, the party
organiaed a Central Sechool of Political Soiemce at
Chawdwingone outside Rangoon, Here the candidates
received instruction in basic policy, political thought,
snonowies, politics, organization, Snd renagement, The
Defence Servicts 8l oreated 8 politionl leadership
pohool - Command Inee?ﬁae training courses, Toge ther,
thess sochoole gave instruction t 44,173 servicemen and
eiviliens, To suppert the programme the Party published &
variety of papors, Journhls, and specisl studies, Despite
all this sttention to eduncation, ths party lesders ‘
miplaiaea about the poor guality of recruits snd their
fauure to beooms successful amdres, ‘The 1966 Report of

] Gonez stated ¥hat once oadres finished
thelir couress at the Centrael School, they "puffed up with
syrogance thinklag they slone wares the moat learned, 18

The structure of the party duiring the osire Phons o= |
lasting until 1971 - wos bdaeed upon tight gentral control,

Nl

”‘aq dbides Do 104,



AU the bage wae e looal unit shich drew ite members
from ﬁm conmunity where it was locsted, Reoruits

were selected because of cccuphtion or social baékgramd
and were organiwsd iz funstional wnitg, fastories,
military uni ts, sdninistrative organisatisns, and the
ke, Abm;é the local end tnﬁeﬁ-enal und ts werc the
township, divisional, end vationsl orgenizations, ALl
vere under the supervisior and control of the Centryal
Orgenicing and Disciplipary Qommi ttees, At the national
level, the party vas divided into six divigions,
corresponding exhetly t© the six military commands, which
together were divided into £iftesn parity sublivisions,
also corresponding to military comende. 12 Both in struc
and conmpooition, the party and the Defence Services wers
intex.locked,

A bagic organigational problem arose beeause &1l
who sought candidate status applied to the perty heade
quarters rather then to a loocal unit. 1t sccepted, they

19,  the gix comzanis and fifteen subdiviyions weres

Bagtern Idvialon: !ibr‘*hem shau, Bagtem Shan,
gSouthern Shan, and Emyab

southeast Dlvision: Kewthoolei,

Southeast Dlvigions Tenagsenim and Lzzauaday,
Central Mviclons jrakan and Pegn

Rangoon Hivision: Rengoon,

Borthwest Divipion : Handelsy, Magie

Chin gpecial Jdvision: s2geing and £achin,
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vers ngsigned to & locsl unit, althoudh, this did ot
happen in a1l capes, Thia problem persisted during
the cadre pariod,

mong %o most imporitant party funotions during the
oadre gtage Waa to mobilise the nétion behind the party
leadership, Hass and ¢ispn ar;ﬁni.énticna were formed under
the controd 0f the Central Organiming Committee, In
1966 depariments of this Coumittee were get up %o
organigce Pesstnte' Bffairs, Workers' Affairs, and Mags
MZaire Counclla, Recruiting of peagants and workers

' %w%;% forward during that year, ond planning begen for
the oreation of mass organizationas, the first being &
youta nz?@-:aizats,cn. Through elter the party or its
mess ond olass orgenizetions, ovory oltisen hid & place
ir the pew political 'erder.ao |

At the Pirst Party Cobgreas held in 1971, the
Party {ransformed iiself from G oadre %o & niss oYginie
zation. The party, had grown t include 17,559 cells,
organized into 2,595 sections in 313 party uniie, In

20, silverstein, n,7, pp.i04-105 ££f, Yhe olams
orgunisetions Sucluded the Peasonts and Workers
Councils, .
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attendance &t this meeting wers 532 delegetes representing
ares and functional oivilisn units and 125 delegntes
representing silitRry units, Ms remnining 825 delegntes
axd 302 alwsrnates wers ﬁénmud as central delegmies,
Though the civilian delegates outnunbered the military, they
did not take over the structure crsated by the Firet Farty
Congrees, ‘

The Congress elcotsd & Central Committes of 150
menbers and 50 elternates to reorganiszse the party, Of e
full mezbers eleotsd, 118 were drawn from the armed forces
while 32 were civiliana, The alternatiss were 26 from the
_nilitary and 24 from ﬁe civiliens,

The Central Comnittee elested Ne ¥Win ap Chairman,
Brigsdier Sen Yu as Secretary Oeneral, and Col., Thaung Kyl as
Joint Secretary Gemeral, They formed the nucleus of the
Contral Committes, Iwelve sdditional msmbers - eight full
meadberg Ond four Slternates ~ wore elected, Only U ba Hyein,
of the eight full members, whs a civilian, Ths four alierns-
tes were 81l from the militaryl 3% |

2%, m centzai. Comnittee oonasiated of; General KNe ii:ux,
Chairman, Brigmdier San Tu, secretary general, Col.
Theung Kyl, joint secrstary gmeral; Col, Mg Lwin,
Col, Mg Shus., Cocl, Hla Hanj Col, Kyaw 508, 'U B
Byein; Brig, Thsung Den, Col, Sein Mays, Col, Maung
Lwing Comm, Thaung Tin, Col. Tin U,, Col, ng Pe,
Cod. Mg Mg Kbha,



The cbnguis also set up several sudordinate
connitteess: & Pardy Inspootion Committes; and s new
Digeipline commitﬁcz and a Central Affairs Comnmittes %o
assist the Executive Committes in formlatimg polickes.

ﬁm day-to-day affairg of the Central and
Executive Conmnittess were concentrated in the hands of
a emall Secretariat that indluded the Secretery General,
gan Ya, the joint secretary general Col, Thaung Kyi, and
three genior military officers, |

One of the most important astiong of the Central
Commsitise was its reconstitution of the Revolutionary
Council, Although this appeared to place the party
above the gpvernment, there wes, in fact, no change in
poidr structure, for the leaders of the Revolutionary
Council were mersly seeking to give legitimacy to their
own creation, the BSPP, by placing themselves teahnioang
undor ﬁa mrty, ‘

A% the cangreaa. general Ke Win indicatsd three
gosls for the party - party umity, national unity, and the
nev conatitution Lor the natien. This was the ﬁut'
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formal nention of & new constitution, and it signalled the
nearing-of the end of the first phage of military rule,

The Seoretary Gemeral's. report gmve first priority to the
Arafting of & new ee#éﬁ. tution., According to it, during
this tranpitional peried, the RC would be under the
leadermip df the Fﬂ?-% the Council of Ministers would sot
like & eaﬁinet, the aWshaﬁon mld be streanlined
and the Secretariet abolished., The report sleo called

for the formation of mass wgan&zaiiona undexr the
leadership of the party snd set 85 the immediate gokl v
the creation of a Youth nrganiza%ne |

The Revolutionary Council sought $o orcate maps and
olass organivations with the party as their cofe, 1ts
~objective was to mobilize the nation behind the military
leadership and, in & limited and controlled manner, %
involve the people in politics, Dividing the population
roughly into :peaaanta and other workerg, the goverament

sought to creats & geparate ormizaﬁtion for eash group,
Vith this end in view, Sbout nine months after the coup,
the military organiced the first poasnts senlinay at Ohndaw,
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Hers the leaders digcussed both the technical and

particular problems of the partivipants 8nd the broad
ideological gowls of the government, In their effort

40 1link the peasants with government, in 1964, the

military chenged the date. of Peasants' Isy from January %

%o mch. 2. A% a regional geninar in Toungoo, in March 1964,
the delegatos decided to form pespants' councils., A Peasants
Affairs Jivision of the B3PP’s Central Orgenizing Committes
Whs 'cmm under the leadership of Colonel mnng Kyi,

In 1967, a constitution for the nevw orgonization was
approved and recrultment began &t the village level, By
1969, two-thirds of the required townghip councils had

been formed , time permitiing the Central People's

?eaaant Counoil (CPPC) to bhe created, By Peasgtnt's

Iay 1972 thero were over siz million mbersﬁaa

Because the People’s Peasant Councils we:zé designed to
unite the pespant vith the new poiltical order, the
leadership at' 8ll levels included both elected peﬁaanta and
government aAppointees drawn from the party and the
bureaucracy, The structure sis such that the councils
were closely supsrvised and co-ordinated by the military
leaders at the top and by party members 8nd sovtmant'

22, Silverstein, n,7, p. 108 2L,
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appointeegs throughout the hieramchy,

The govermment created o ;aguuel organisftion for
the workers, On vorkers' Day, MNay ﬁh 1963, \ﬁ:a, RC
called for the workers to form aea#eiatioas. - A year
latfer, following the RC's pﬁnmlgatien of the praft
Lsw on the Basioc Rights and Easpom‘bmtuu of People's
Workers Councils, VWorkers Councils were created aaa
active recruiting and organisation began, By 1968, |
the orgenization had 1,3 million members, This enabled
the creation of a Central Peoples' ¥Workers Council. By
1972, the membersghip rose %o 1,5 mxnm_. |

The Workers Councila, like the Peasants Councils,
were composed both of workers and party and siate
appointees, Loaderdiiy.was tightly held by party loyalists,

The key role of the two organigations ;lnA the politiceal
system wig to draw the workere and peagants inte controlled
poll tieal activity and %o create & popular base for the
nilitary in power,

The only other mags organisation % amerée during
this period was the lansin Iouth Organization, Founded
in Amgast 1971, this new organization was open to all
youths between the ages of ﬁtﬁm and twenty.five, 1In
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time 1t enlarged to incinde emdxm: fron the age of z:.w.'
. The orgenization was divided into tiree groups: Tess youth,
five 0 ten years, Shaysaung Youth, -t‘an' to fifteen years,
Ianzin Youth, fifteen to twenty«five yeara,

fho gnal of the Youth Organisation was to turn the
youth of the nation into an svziliary force of the party
and to make them into “good socislist workers who n&n
build and defend the aoenuet system, '25

Thus, through these mass organizationg and the
BSPP, the military ruler intended to legitimige thelr

power and suthority. The BSPP was, in fact, & proieaﬁon
24

of the military government iteelf,

Throughout the first phase of military rule, the
government faced oppoeition from geveral querters -
university students, Buddhist monks, indigenous
ninuriueg.vcomnniat groupe, poliitical parties, and
particular individusls,

25, Porward (Rengoon) Vol 9, No.22, July 1, 1972,

24, John P, Cady, The
(Magstohuse tts,
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me most active and vooal above-ground op;buition.
cams from Gn&v#raity students, Shortly aﬁcr the now
academic year ocomzenced in Junme 1962, & student protest
against nevly imposed restrictive regulations turned
into & riot on July ?.25 The army was oslled in, and
several students were killed, The universities were
closed, 'The following day Genmeral Ne Win ordered the
totel destruction of ‘he Rangoon University students’
union Building, ]

The @eneral declarsd ig & radio broadosst on July
T, 19621

*I had no alternative but t meet 4dah with dah
and spear with gpear, w26 The protest denonstration was
seen as & challenge %o the nmilitary's suthority. vhen
the universities were re-opencd later that year, the
studente were required to present suitability certificutes
and agree {0 abide by regalations, On its pert, the

25, The pew regﬁsﬁmﬁ required dismissll of & student
who failed in his examination three connmﬁ.vc tines,
ges Cady, n.24, p. 240,

26, gsh 4is & Burmese long knife, The 1dea Lis to meet .
foroe with force; or meet the adverssry with
the sanme kind of wespons. (The students were
protesting, unarmed), 5ee Jogeph Silverstein and
Julian vohl, "University students sand Politics in

Darma®, Pacific Affairs, 37, no, 2 (Spring 1964),50-65,
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g;aveémant appeared to tome down its harsh poliocies,
Daring 1963, however, the students made fresh derands,
ey 8lgo supported the apposiﬁaﬁ during the geuuinant—
21 ‘when the negotia-
tions Wi th the ingurgents were broken off in November
1963, the army once agein moved against the students,
closing the univergities and gending thé smaqptu ho_u.

ingurgent parleys of the same year.

Although the univercities were re.opsned af ter ’ilsvo#'
monthe, they were re-organized, and the students who
wore re-admitted, were goreened carefully, For all
p;'actiegl purposes, student opposition to military

rule ended, appasrently, until 1969, when the students
again rioted over th ieomue of tickets to e foutheast
Asian Peninsula { sBAP) Mag Once again the @vernment
responied with force and closed the univeraitiu.\aa For
the remsinder of the period of this study {ica.}up to
1974), the students remdined quiet,

The Buddhist monks provided the only other
organiged open opposition to the government, Ae
mentioned earlier; the military government had silencsd
then by 1965.29

2, ©On July 31, 19653 the governmant held pesce
parisys with various ingurgent groups which dnded
in failure on November 4,

28, Silveratein, n,7, pp, 11i=112.

29, gee Chapter I1 p. 68,
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The underground opposition of the insurgent ethnic
ninorities &nd the Communist parties continued through
the entire pericd of militery rule., Pearful of
*Burnanizésion” snd motivated by the dosire to establish
their own sipari'be eultural identity, groups tur'mcr from
the Earens, smna. Eaohing, Emyahg and Hana were openly
fighting against te governmen “.‘*39,

The insur gcntﬁ represent sach & variety of causes
and ideologies that Burma is frequently said to suffery
21

from ‘multi-coloured’ insurrestions, The Korens

and Mcos had been in opposition eince 1949, Te ghans
and Eaohing since 1958, and the Keyahs since 1959, All
were aoue»«hngvaune degres of politienl autopomy. The
Mous wore esger to obtain a state of their own. The
.'Karens were interested in redrawing their state
boundaries to include more of thé,ir people end sore

nathrel resources,

- %0, - "Barmanization® implied the domination of the
‘ mh majority in the political and aacul
spherea,

31. Sharan,; D5y e T3

‘multi-coloured' signifies the various ideo gctl
hueg of the insurgents. Purmege. = cqoé e Q
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The Shans and Knyshs aeairﬁ oither & redefined
federation that would give them parity with & Burmese
gtate or the right to seceds from the Union, Te |
Eachins, who had a state, wanted greater power and more
autonomy, Thepge ethmic iaanrgeat eroups united at ﬁies.sz
In the chan States, they joined forces with remnant |
Knomintang (E}T « nationalist Chinese forces atill in
Barma) and engaged in Lillegal oplum and arme trafficking
in the Golden Triangle aArea. | |

The most impertant coclition of ethnic groups
wap the banned National Demooratic United Front (MIUP)
of the Karen HNational Union (ENU), the New Mou gtate
party, and the Karenni National Progressive Party,

- This coalition alifed iteelf with the Burma Communigt
Party of Theking Than Tun, During the period of
negtiations wits the military in 1963, the Kachin
independence Army -ané the shan gtate dwxax Independence
Ay &lso cowoOperated with the NKIUP. Following the
failure of the negotiations, the NIGP fell apart, and
each unit sougrt to gain its goal independently. The
various inmurgent ethnic @roups operated in the hill

.nreaa and near Purna's borders with ﬂhin#, iaos, Indie
and fbailand, and engaged 'in smaggling of opium,

32, Stiverstein, n.7, Pps 112, 119,
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precious gtones amd 1eak out ‘#t mrma and 1llegally
vringing consumer goods from thess countries, al)
atuﬁépta to sngotiate with these inewr gents.faih& and
the ingurgency contimusd unabated,

Early in 1946, the main Burmsn Communist group
had split into the pro~Chinese whils flag Conmuniste,
and the anti-Chinese Red Flog Communipts. Thege two
groups were led by Thakin Then Tun and Thekin goe '
vreapectively, DBoth thege commnist partieg were declared
illegal by the government, the Red Flag An 1946 smd the
White ?hg— in 1955. ‘e bitter fending betéetm the two
groups clinmaxed in the asm;ihaﬁen of Than Tun on
aopteniber 24, ’!968;5 government troops overran m
old Pegn Yoma Qommunist headquariers, forcing the
principal directing centre to ehift 4o the China border
above But-Kai, Thakin Soe was captured in the army's
campaizng in 1967-68, As the CPB wos & one-man party,
his removal ﬁam hia followers wis & asevere blow to the
party. | "

33 Cady, n.24, p. 26,

The White Flags 8re known ag the Burma commni.sﬁ
Party iB@?}, epd the Red Flags - The Communist;
Party (Burma) (ci?a). |
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Parman resistance Sotivitiesp centred in the Naidlonsl
" Iiberation Council (NIC), started back in 1963 by Boiet
Ya; Bo Kya Do, and DR BA Maw's sonein-law :Ba Yan Nsing,
The NOL leaders finally took refuge in a jungle
headquarters ?loogtea alpng the Thai border bemind Moue
lmein and Tavoy where thoy operated with local Karen
rebels, But the rebel groups broke up,

The Shan diseidents were comparably split. The
nore conservative ghan unity preparatory comni ttee
&meé comruniet collaboration, In the spring of
1969, some 1500 Shan rebels turned in their guns to the
~He win government, mbeéquenﬁly however, noc acceptable
peace terms oould be formulated and some disgident

elements drifted back towards o communist &ant“

Ingurgent forcep remained active in many paf*ba ot
Bumms throughout 197073, ‘maliea'vtaat fighting took
place in the than State near tﬁe Chinsge frontier vhere
commnlet forces co-operated with e than Stats
Independence Army, It wes estimated in September 1975
fhat the communists mambered 3,000 to 5,000, the Shen
about 4,000 and Kachins 3,000 %o 4,000, A cormuniat

oo

349 ‘ M" Pe ng
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force about 600-atrong atiacked the town of Hsenwi and
the railway station at ILastrio in May 1970, near Kutimi,
EZ8URS &round which fighting continued for the naxt
three wonths, | aquma of about 1,500 communiste ldunched
repeated atmka on government positions in Octoder
loeing over 600 k&llsa; 5

Oppoeition was also mAde up of individusl poli ‘&m;l
lesders who would not sappori the coup mvamﬂeﬁh Chief
among then was U Eu, former Prime Minister, Imprisoned
without trisl in 1962, be wes releaped in 1966, In
1968, Gemaral Ke win sough ¢t cowoperation Lryon U Fu and
o ther tcrmer leaders % pmn for Burma’s future, A new
Internal Unity advisory Body {I0AB) was formed, 1% was
conpoged of thirty three former political &nd a'thnié
leaders who vere agked +o “"submit ideas on the meens
of eatablishing fmternal unity thot would crtectivaly and
directly benefit the working people of tbe Union of
Famma pold tically, economically, socislly 8nd ethnioslly.*
By proclamation, they were agked o _preparpi.' a8 report by
May 214, 196&56 The IUAB report included throe different
sets of recommendations and a separats report by U Hu,

35‘ m@ an E. Pye; ?G»\." NOA R }
(New Jersey, 1967),

36. JForward 7, no. 9; Decembor 15, 1968, 2,
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The majority report called for a return to the original
constitation, vith amendments where necessary., The
ninority repory eslled for the adoption of & federal,
oaeupgrtx. socialisgt gystem, U Hu presented his own
views sgeparately, He arg@ea that the real ifissue wis
the guestion of legitimacy., Power must be returncd to
bim, and the old parkiament reconvened to elect Ne win
ag pregldent of the Union, Following the elecotion, U Ba
would tronsfer power % him, The ban on parties would
nave to be 11Z4sd, political rights restored, ena
political priscners releaned.”

" When his euggestions wers rejected, U Fu asked
fai', and received permission, to go abroad, In Lordon,
he called for a populer revolt against the military, He
violted ssveral countriesg, aoneéted money from various
sources and then settled in Thailand., He forumed the
National United Liberation Front (NGLF) with several
minority dissidents, He then oz@im& & rebel arumy,
He oalled his movement the Eleoted Government of the
Union of Burma, 'He organised 8 pew political party,
the muamentary Democracy Paxty, &s & major oonstituent

31.

» June 5, 1963,
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. unit of e front, His army lounched raids into Bame
aad temporarily held territory on the Burmee« Thali border,
The RULF's Patriotic Iideration srmy {PLA) confined its
activities in the Thei border ares, whils broadeasting

appeals for & general revelt from & secret radioe atattum"a

In Januayy 1972, U Hu resigned as president of the
RULF over his differsnces with the representatives of
the minorities on the question of he future of the
federal state in Burma, He refused o make any
comuiiments on the yight of he minorities %o secede.
Againet his wishes, the right to saoé&e‘ was sfopted &p
part of the KULF menifeste, All bis political 1ife he
had fought to hold ﬁ*xe. Unien together, 8nd he refussed
to ngree o snything that contradicted that position,
U Hu's departure from the insurgonts* renka ended his
¢hallenge 1o the hm‘wry dominated govermment in
Rangoomn,

After he bréakdom of talks with the 1nmrgehta,
the military choco 8 new path in 1964 by decl.aﬁﬁg a
now national policy on minority « sl jority remuou;
On Union Iny 1954, General Ne wWin declared that while
cortain tske such &g economic developnent wers the
aonceyn of the entire nation, other Meks such as

38, gharan, n.% P. 75,
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languege, culture, literature, veilgion,; and customs o
were the responsibilities of the individual ethnic groups.
He waued sgainst any activity that threatened national
unﬂyﬁ” In 1965 the Academy for the mﬂ@mm -eti |
Hationsl Groups, near Bageing, in n@per Burma, was
oponed. Recrulta from ethnic groups lived together,
gining understaniing of the diverse cultures snd
traditions they represented, and x receiving instruction
in lendership and comnunily organisation, Put the gosls
of the Meadeny were never fully realised. The training
period was so short that it could not inculeats the habits
of transcending ethnic and lingistic barriers, the new
sikilles vere ramtzvely simple 8o that most trainees did
not letirn nuch more than ﬂmy already Kkne v,

Other effortas were also made to overcome racial
antagonism, Nationwide celebration of ethnic national
. dayss publicaiion of folklore of certain minorities,
and historical !am‘ anthropologioal studies of the
minorities were intended <o expresa the idea, aps stated
by Brigadier San Yu, that "ihe cultuze of one maticnality

wag part 8nd parael of the culiure of the whole mﬁm%‘o

59,  paardian, June 29, 1971.
40, llveratein, n.7, P¢ 114e



¢8

But these positive steps were nmegated dy the
government's policy of centraliced control and dominsdion
of the hill areas from Fengoon,

On the other haxnd, thope wie opposed nilitary
rule were unable ¢o unitve and pose & major chellienge
4o the mem in power. The millisary leaders remained &
schesive unit and retained the loyalty of the armed
forces, The milifary did not exercise control over
the whole of Barma - but it 4id oxercise avthority
- OVSE me'cﬁntmn of population, controlled the means
of commuication, and was able to protect the dulk of
the populbtion from assbulto by insurgents, Thus it

wae sble to survive in powere?'

4%, 1bid..ps 119,
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In a pericd of twelve years, from Merch 1962 %o
Jannary 1974, the Revolutionary Council established &
One~party atzte pgtructure in Burma, I¢ is & sufficiently
long enough period to allow one to analyse the achlievee
ments and/or failures of a regime., The efficacy of
& political system ultimately depends on lmé far 4t bhas
succeoded or failed in delivering the goodas. Therefore,
8 critical enslysis of the role of the Burma Socialist
Programme Party, partioularly from the Burmese point
of vie'w,' is. in order,

Bogyske Aing 98n had envigaged the establishment
of & one~party rule which was "Wheé bdeast form t give
and‘ mintain & ptrong stuble adninistration,..." ¥ior
3he creation of the adove form of State; the essential
prerequisite is the building of one united nation, ol
Folleving the attainment of independence, however, “the
parliamentary eyatem of government bBEsed on multi-party
system was established, It failed to check the
gsecespgionist tendencies of the minorities, and the
- various ¢ypes of insurgencies flowing therefrom, It
virtually brought the countiry to the brink of chaos and

1 I8 ﬁaung Maung,

. ini( Bombay, 1969),
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digorder, m§ ailitary coup d'état of Marech 2, 1962
did not come about becaupge the existing politioal
ingtitutions proved t be ineffective, tut becauge the
civilien leadership failed to identify Litself with
thege insﬁ‘taﬁonm General Ne Win's takeover was
related to the prodblems of nationsl integrity. 1% was
motivated in large measure by the Burman cencern that
vavious parts of the Union, particularly the ghan, the
Eashin, an&l the Eanren states, apd provably even the Mong
and the Arakenege, might actually break away under the
weak-kneed pelicies pursued by the Fu government,

I¢t was soon clear that the military regime which
ingtalled itself in March 1962 was not 4o be @ mere
osretaker government puch as that which had &chieved
1ts limited objective in eighteen months (1958-1960)
and had vnmaﬁruy returned power io oivilian hands,
iess than two months after the takeover, the aavolution&ri
Council had pusliahea & prlicy declarstion entitled the
*marmese Way to Socialisn®, revealing the long-range
objectives of the new regime, The statement stressed
the welfare gtate gokles of 2 socialiat soclety "vh:lch
cannot be echieved with any assurance by means of the
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| form of parumtary denccracy that we have 80 far
experienced, 2

Sos the RC started the prooess of & cohesive,
doninant control of the 'ste&m' s sdministration, legsl
system, economy, and of transforming the country into
& one-party state, e unity of the sountry was
achieved with the adoption of the new conatitution
in Januery 1974, 7The threat of secession of the ethnie
groups had been successfully thwarted, This bad been
thes primary objective of the coup leaderp and it had
been achieved,

In ﬁm' aduinistrative sphere, the Revolutionmary
Council carried out administrative changes by completely
over~hauling the bureaucratic machinery., This was
followed by the chenges in the judicial system which
replaced the old leghl structurve, The sdnintiatrative
changes, carried out through the Burma Socialist
Programme Party, the VWorkers' and Peapants' Councils,

2 Govarmnt of mrm&. Bavolutienary cauneil.

Ran omnimetry atxntwnat ony 1962,
Pp. 3-6., Thig document appeared on mu
30‘ ‘952-
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and technical and profeseional officials, helped the .
military rulers to seintain nationsl unity end terrie
torial integrity. The military wes able to mobilize
public opinion in the adoption of the new 1974
Constitution of the Socialiat Republic of the Union
of mm.f’ The goal of preserving nationsl integrity
had been achieved,

The gaing in masg benefits have also been inmense,
Agriculiural reforms gave the peapants the right %o
cultivate thelr land and pass 1t on to their heirs,
Credit institutions wore set up, There wag free
education up to wniversity level and good schools were
now svailsble in the rurel af.r-eas.‘ Health services
and hospitels, slthougdh not totally satisfactory, were
equitably spreads Workers had sgocial gecurity such &s
sickneps benefits, hospitaligation, merriage, funeral
aid, apd workmen's compensation,’ |

3«  9ee Albert D, Hoscotti's
and _Elections of 1974". Inst
;gm Stadles Singapore, 1977; Prsambl. 99-74-75
or reference to unity of races, harmony &ad
racial equality, please ses also Appendices.

4. Barma: Socialisgm without Commiiment, r m ern
Eoenomic Review (i5 september, 1974), D.

5.  ibig.
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The formulation of the nmmy‘i_céucept c: a
pational ideology in the Burmese Wey to Socisliem (BVS),
and the system of Correlation of Man and Hig Environment
'(seaﬂ) envigaged that both the economis and politicald
eystena must be altered defore various other pationsl
probléns could be tackled, e published documents
wore vagne about how thess goals were 10 be achieved,
211 that was certain, was the thers was & Burmese WAy
to govimlism (BW3), & @ilde to action that was flexidle
and tentative, The BWS stated that the atate, tHough
go=operatives and collective unions, would mansge
the aponomy of the state, How this would be done, and
"in what proportion, wos not mentionsd in the BNS and
the SCHNE.

The Burma Soocialist Programme Party (BSPP) was
formed to legitimize the creation snd existence of the
Revolutionary Council, Bemua.e‘of the centralized
structure of the party, iis monopoly of power, and the
absence of open opposition, it could not attraot vide
spread support, The government £siled in ths etonomic
field also, In epite of itp offorts to imbive in the
people the new values of ihe socizlist system, hoarding,
WER blacke-narketing and other illegel practices grew and
thrived, When in 1974, the government finally stopped
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Wying t0 halt the black-market, 1t was 8n opeu admission
of ®e fallure of the RC and the party %o transfora ideals
into realities. It served the political motive of the

RC % eliminate the alien-dominated sconoumic interests
through nationalizetion of the vital means of production,
ﬂiawibution and trade, but 1t alsp proved 4o be tho

one basic reagon for e economic decline in Jurmd,

Doctrinaire economic goals Ilike the ceneqﬁﬂ- .
gation move, the arbitrary paddy priocing eystem,
the diaplacement of privaté entreprensurship, the
introduction, on & large scale, of Brmy officers at
vevay level of the nationalipation process, the
governnent' s reptrictive policy towerds foreigm capithle.
811 these contimued %o bring about economic deciine.
For example, in the industriel end mining sectors of
the eponomy and in transportation services, an estimated
one thousand firms closed down during 1963, leaving
some 2 million workers without cmplammmé The .
principal economic decline sustalned in 196566 was due
to a forty per cent cut in the volume of imports, fThe
total domestic cutput sffered & three percent loss for
this year, |

6. dohn F, Cudy, The Unjied gint g and _rpa (Measw
‘@hmttﬁa 19’?6)9 pﬂs chD X5 '
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he government's agricultural credit programme
and its associated policy of monopoly procurement of
the rice gsrop proﬁd. to be & complete fidsco. The
average farmey sold only minimal quantities to the
government, and hoarded the rest for bartering, The rice
export figures droppéd progressively from the high of
1,8 million tons in 1963, to 1.3 millicn in 1965, %
f.1 million in 1966, and to 0.6 million in 1977, In
1968 the figure wes only 0,3 million tons.'

The pcarceily of consumer goods, coupled with the
inability of the government to make available gupplies
adequatsly and expedi tlously, regulted in a thriving bleck.
parket, As the goverman'é operators of the People's
stores at the low level got B8 82 per month as sslary.
ﬁey fRugnented thelr incomes by ﬂiupoainé of portions
of thelr :subpuu in the black-market, A typlical ocomplaint

voiced in the Presa ran in part:

"It is glaring as daylight that ...parasites ged
their stuff through links and connections with the respe-
ctive branches of the govérmment,... wle

7. See Graph No.! in Appendices,

7a, aardisn (Rangoon), May 20, 1968,p.4.
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¥ith sooialisn as its svowed objestive and guide
for reorgenising soclety, the economy and the poliey,
the military governzent took full control of all imports
and exports; produciion and diptridution, With shortage
of capital, absence of expertige, grossly ionperfect
means for mobilizing both bumen and material regources,
14 mads a mess of the economy, |

By 1967, there were u&désprﬁd shorthges of rice,
cooking o1l end other basié items in the urbden sreap,
lending to the blaokuarketing of such items, State
enterprise bad killed individual initiative, In
the ten-year period of military rule, (3.e. 1962-1972)
importa of consumer goods declined by 15 per cent fronm
that of 1962, raw material imports by 33 per acni.
gachineyy and equipment by 53 per cent. Burma's per
eapita income of US § 80 per annum whs smong the world's

lowest, .

The militery leadoers also sontinued to face
opposition fron various gections - the indigenous people,
poilitican) perties, particular individuals, and students,

oy, BS5(36) (13 September T4)
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But these groups could never ceoalesce into & unified
opposition ap thelr goals end tactics differed. Tiw
basis of their uniiy - when it coourred - wes opposition
4o the Ne ¥in government, But that was never strong
enough to transcend the iasgues and personslities hat
divided them, HNone of the minority groups was in &
position tc'cha:u.angc the militery lesdership which had
the backing of the core majority Burmans,

. In trying to sssess the success and/or fallures
regigtored during the twelve.yooy phge of military rwle,
cortain - criteris may be taken &8 the bases of this
assespsent, | '

The maaﬁmr: Counoil ¢leimed that the army
took over becauge of the fallure of U Hu's governnent
to control apiralling prices, its ‘hesitant attitude!
towards trefe, itp inabilidy to guam‘uo Hrss'g seourity
and its *weak stand' againot the pinority ueuaﬁeﬁ.ﬁa@

The econonic policies pursued by the Revolutionary
eaixneil resalted in the general ghort mipply of nhecessary
items, and the emexgence of & blaok market which the
government failed to s¥amp out. 4 tan~yedr balance of
peyments of Foreign Trade from 1962/63 %o 1970/71 éhowed
& balange surplus for the firvst two years, followd Dy an
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erratic deficit/surplus/deficit balance in the
subasquent yearsss | ”

The Lbving index in Rengoon had Pbsen by 4 per cent
per year from 1962 to 1972, In iApril 1974, the Congumer
Price Index vto: Rangoon had inorcased by 54 per cent over
that of aprid 4972’7 In mid-mgust the government
selling price of r.ce of the Qarsest #ariew wag Kyat 1,78
per pyi (3.6 1bs) Thig had to be supplomented by purchases
from the opsn /aio/'! narket at Kyat 3.50 per pyi, cooking
oil (cepame and groundnut) was Kyat 14 per viss in ’
government stores and from Kyat 20 4o Kyt 30 in the
open [dg? market, An Average Rangém family needs 120
pounds of riceé wonthly, The government supplied less
than half of the cooking oil and rice needed by households.

Daring the period 1973-74, 1:1&&3‘&21&1 growth whs
very slow. The 1973-74 Report to the People ligted the
six major industrieg 88 food and beverages, wearing
apparel, conatruction materials, minorals, industrial
ray materials, and personal goods, which, together absord
91.7 per cent of the mation's industrial ocapadity,

p- gee Table 7 in Appendices,
1. Dblackmarket.
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Deapite the extensive governnment iakeovers of private
factories; the private ssctor continued %o produca most
of the nation's manufectures, 12 ‘

On the other hand, thers were improvements in certain
poc tioxia of the mzmesé economy, While many countries
continued to auffer from the globel energy oricis, Buyms's
military rolers geve attention %o the gearch for, and |
production of petroleun, bot: to satlafy domestic nesds
and to produce reﬁme from goles abroad, Beéx;n&ng
in 1964, four important fields vers opened At Mydn-aung,
Prome, Mamm 8nd shwepyitha, Barmsa‘e daily produotion of
21,1 thousand barrels 8 day made it the lergest mainland
oul producer in Southedst Asia, 1

Under the military, the government had reordered
its import priorities, in 1961«62, 26 per cent went
into capital goods, 43 per cent for Anter-industry goods,
ama 31 per cent for consumer goods, In 1973, the figures
for the three caisgories were 35 per cent, 50 per cent,

12, Bevolutinnarg Council of the Union of mm.
niniatry of Pis nn:mg and mme,& port %o ,‘».g
i promen ) *

Renple by the dovoxumens ol mmt; one
for 191 3=14; BoOK~I Ban@onmuaaby of anning
and rinance, 1973), 99.4-5.

13, &oseph Silverstein, Military
of gwgration (Cornel
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and 15 per cent :asp.seﬁ.voly. 4 The incresee in capital
goadl iuprd?edgnum“t etmity in such areas &g nmAnufag-
tare of farﬁlimr, industrial tools, énd olectrioal goods,
but did not reach the point where its utilization could
eustain production to maintsin the 1961-62 standard of
living,

In the field of national gegurity, @.;aa and reamic.
mobilisation and authoritagion neagures taken detgrmmdly
by the military rulers helped to guarantes Burmi's segurity
and to ward off the thrent of secesaion by the minorities.
Where the civilien government failed to implement policies
and programes rigidly, the military leadership
succceded o soms exim.t. By central control over the
centres of population, 1% was able to retain power and
mintain ﬁational unity and territorial integrity.

various types of insurgencies, hovever, continued .
%0 be & pource of gerious poiltical, military end
diplomti¢ worry for the Burmesge leaders, The growth .
and #t2bilidy of Burmm has boen subject L0 constant
threat due to the activities of the Burma Communist Fardy
(BCP), and the other sthnic ninorities like ¥he ghans,

1;&. See Graph No.2 in Appendiceg
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Ksohins, Keyahs, ani st on, in the frontier regions of
e88¢ 4nd north-sast Burma adjoining China, and the Karen,
Mon snd Arakan inmfgents in South and West Durms, The
remants of th§ Euomintang (EMT metionalist Chinese), and
the BCP insurgents exercised pu!iﬂéal and mui%ry control
over large aveas of Durme's .mgged snd inscoeneible
rogions. The BOP, Kaochin Independence irny and other
g:onm; about 15,000 %o 20,000 guerrilias, were
reportedly in control of different paris of Burss
containing rich mineral deposite; précious stones And tedk
reserves. The Kavens had meny smuggling routes

bordering the Colden Triangle under their aontsol,‘s

Yot ons slanificant achievesent sfter the
Revolutionary Council wis the successful sdoption, through
s referendun, of the new Comstitution of Durma, 1t plugged
sny loopholes 1like thone which exiated ia the lod Constithie
tion pormitting the r»ight of secesaion from the Union &t
any time after ten yedrs from the date on which the old
Conatitution came into operation, 16 e ailiwry rulers
sccended in kKesping the unity of the pation intact and
this faot nesd not be over-suphasized,

o ' s

15, EKalysni Psndyopsdh _Bapgs and Ipdonegls

16, Heung Heung, Parms
The Hagues; 1959
of gecegmiocn).

tution (Martinus Ki jhoff,
See Chapter X, Right
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The pxobim of moderniving & developing country
aﬁch &3 Burna is & mlti-dimensional one, covering
various politiciel, economi¢c and ethnic iassues., The
liberal democratic treditions of the west provided tﬁc
basic ideas underlying the 1947 atate constitution,
Heverthelesss party politics centred around persondlities
snd the economic goals of the pont-1948 leaderas wore
socialiatic, There was sxax lingering antigoniga
between the hiastorically predoninent Burmang and
the indigenous minorities, Theravada Paddhism
permetted the naticnalist movenments for frecdon and
independence, Iater on 1t was even used by leaders,
such &g U Hu, in the election campaigns in 1960,

The blending of ¢oncgepts of the liberal west and
the traditionsl east created problems for the Burmese
poiny. Aecording to the generally téccpttd principles
of political theory, the basic ingredients of politiesl
nodernization imclude a broad-based parliamentary
syestam, an efficient functiom} 'mreaneraay. presaure
groups, freedom of press, and wide scope for public
griticism, The qualities were present in the Burmese
soolety, but the pre-1962 leadership failed to identify
4 tself with these existing politicel institutions,
There Are many ressons for the failure of democracy in
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Burma, At the root was the inability of the party
-sygwn to ave roots in the religlous-cultural milieun

of the traditionhl society, The struggle for power
among the memdsrs of the ruling elite lowered to people‘’s
confidence in their leadership, The government' a feilure
to control insurgency and to curd ¢the activities of the
redbel groups created & gense of insecurity., The
national leaders also failed to sojve the minority
questions, iWhile most of the people trusted U Nu, the
peoples of the plAing and thoos of the hills 814 not
trust each other, I1f Burnen ethnic domination funnellied
fesrs of loss of sthric-culturel identity smong the
.n;l_noriﬂu; the secessionist mowsmen ts reinforced
apprehengions of the military about disgintegration of

the country. 3oth these Zed each other and put constant
pressures on the men in power, KNone of the proposed
solutions - the creation of nore gtutes, the relaxation
of controls from the centre, ocould help in the process
of dbuilding & mnﬁosuy_ organized and economically
viable, cohesive, ntable and integrated nation,

The gap created by the absence of & gtrong sense
of nationalisn following independence, which had helped
to undte the nation % achieve freedon, wis £illed in
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by the nilitary leaders in 1962, The Revolutionary
Counecil incorporatsd the Burmese Woy to Soclalism
(B¥g) amd the System of Correlation of MNan and His
mﬁtcmﬁ { SCMR) in its new 1deology. By drawving
ite ideas from Burmese Buddhist tradition, humanism,
Harxienm, saof;‘mum and dictated ﬁy pragatism, 4t

aimed at creating . bAppy and strong modern nation, !

| The Burmese military leaders sought %o restructure
the existing political framswork in such & wey that

the social-political role of the military would be
legitinized, Wherets the civilian government falled
because of lack of politically amticulate, efficient
and amm leadership, thﬁ coup lnn_a,crn succesded in
mobilizing the magses in favour of %ht new state
constitation, When faction«fighting thredtened to
disnember the country, the military stepped in, took
the reins of power, and cheoksd the impending disinteg.
rtion of the conndtry in 1962,

{s some of the relevant tenets of Buddhien were
ignored Ain the party rhilosorhy: The 1&.:0 of
mAn was disoussed without incinding ‘

Dwq D The dcotrine of rebirth, ° ®
elenent (law of deeds) was omkEtad in autrting
man's ability 4o direct his own degtiny,
renuncistion of wordly pleasures wasmnot
msentioned., 7The atitement declared that the
party’s ideology was not final, btut a mrnly
mdﬁm daat.rino. (sae sni*mg bosgra

: pittide in Burns (New J‘euuy. 1965.)
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W« Howard im.gy.m outlines & typicel politionl
sitaatlion in which there is military rule where xilitayy
leaders nay bave seised power in efforta to bring more
effective goveynance, to press reforms or Ssasert thelir
traditional pnru@ﬁves.a The 1962 Ne win goup 4'état
asy be likened to this kind of situstion, Military
regimeg possess the short-term advantage of being based
on an exigting structure of power, heirarchically
organized to get certain things done, At the outset
they are ususlly able to avoid the i}m,ytng ocompromises,
the® polemics s the petiy or dranstic corruption and
the public quarrelsonmeness which bas done aso much to
lower the repute of democratic practice in many emerging
countries, The Burmese military leadership could
therefore magter enougs Buthority to ward off the
danger, in practical terns, of gecession by various
groups, Nevertheless, Tew policies em pergist for long
on commapd alone, The military lesders of &rm, like
their eivilian predecessors, were obliged to deal with
‘gubgldiayy factors, i.e, economis, ethnic and s0010-

- pultaral,

2. Je ﬁ@mld Tenngek, Gﬁig " ‘.73 in
joderniving Nations (New 502»7. 555? P45,
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The Bilitary gpvernment's economic record in
certain fields has already been discussed, During the
twelveyeay period of study, the econonic growth rate
sveraged only 2.2 per cent, whereas the population rose
by an average of 2,3 per cent 3&:1)‘? Alap; the m*‘u‘on'u
vast resources in men and mhteriale remsined untapped. )
The bleckmarket economy caaﬁmea to operats side by side
with the socialist econony, with the goverrment finding
itoelf either unsble or unwilling to seriously move to
halt this prectice, Glven the choice between smuggled
gooda' and no goods 2t all - and hence pocial unrest and
& fertile ground for opposition end ineurgent propegands -
the authorities wore forced to turmn & blind eye to this
traffic in contraband goods.* with the intricats set up

5.  Burms: *gocialisn without Commitment®, FEER,
85(36) (oepvember 13, 1974), p. 27. |

4. Iintner Berfll, “Alllances of Convenience®™ J
120 (15) (April 14, 83) pp. 25-30. Thisg artic
aentions Panghsang, located on the western dank
of the Namkbha River in the s state bordering China,
and under the control of pro-Peking BOP insurgentiss
It 1¢ an important tranafer point for sll soris of
contraband goode from Chink and Theiland: cgodp, oloth,
tootabrushes; medicines, rsdios, oksettenscorders,
bicyocles, refrigerators, new air condltioners and
other goods destined for Burma's parellel blackumrket
economy, Linther ohys: "Thipe.. trade,..is of vital
impor tance for Buarma, bscause of the collapse of
g: %gnn‘uy‘ 8 owm agnsum: goods industry after
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in border areas of this ubfiquitous blacimarket with

the support of insurgent groups, the central authorities
weze incapable of phyeically liquidating this lucrative
bor der trade,

A8 & goclety, Burma is ptlll divided betwaen tho/
Burman majority and the ethnic minorities of the plains
and the hills, The Burmess continue to accept authority
from above and have i:ewr videly Bocepted the idea of
authority stemming frem the people,

it is thip characisristic patiorn of behaviour
of the Barmese Buddhist soclety which kept the country
going, l

Yet the problemsg of ingurgensy peorsisted., The
orux 02 the tensions remiined othnie, The Red Plag
{pro-Soviet) eand white ¥lag (pro-Chinese) Commniet
redbelos would not pose such 2 threat to the central
governunent Af the tans, Kéchinag, Karexns, and ¢ther
‘non-Birness groups were not in rebelllon. The major
anxiety of the army hadﬁrshiy wag ‘4he constant though
yet unreslized posslbility of the Burmese communists
succesding in comnecting & solid allisnce with one or
more of the redelllous communities, Though the rebel

groupe shared & common resentment of Burman ethnic
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hegenony and political eeatrmaanan ag the design

for he Durmese n&tion-state. , they vere more concerned
wita their owm ._cpmml interests and BAd achicved only
mnpozérr, ami shaky alliances among thelr érwa forcn.5
Yot awrgtncka rswined.and g0 did the poli tiosld

powir 61.' the arny’; " - |

The institutionnl chsnges which the millitary
leaders introduced in the country failed to deliver
#he  goods. While being able to mintain and safeguard
the unity of the country, the ailitsry rulers, 3fter
legitimizing themselves, could not do much in the
eoononic f£ield, The stability of the govornment was
nore likely to depend on its abiliiy to provide the
basic minimunm standard of living th; people and %o
tuild & society which is just and fair to @ll.

The firat twelve yebrs of military rule saw the
econony decline ateadily as dogoatic pursuit of ideolo-
glcal goals displaced common sense policles, and
tmxpoﬂi.encod miltary adminlstrators removed the eiv‘ma.n

- See article "Karen National Union (EEJ) destroying
the good tradition” (in Bayma) loke pyithunesd:
(rangoon) 21 March 84 by Saw-Hla Tun, mentioning
the fraglilty of variousg ingurgent group alliancss,
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politicians and buresucrats. Although the ralimg group
expected & breskthrough in the fields of politics and
sconory following the adoption of the 1974 Constdd tution,
yet the trends emexrging from the study chowed dim prospects
of any xﬁproveneﬂt.. |

The complex sthnic anmd insurgeney problems,
moulded by historical and geographicsl forces and the
British colonial systenm, ehowed likelihood of persisting
even intensifying, as the Burmeses government soudst %o
extend 'cn_nml authority. It adversely affectsd the
ability of the BPurmese govermment to tranzlate L4s
n&tionsl '@als inte politically effective development

Progr axmes,

sooislien, 88 it is practised in Burma, appeared
%0 cerve primarily 8p & medns of semling the country
from the outside worldd., Thie isolationiet tendency is
unlikely to change radiocally over the next dsonde,

A gemaine fear among the mnng slites, both of
free axpression and of yadical change, grounded in
the country's higtorical axperience, my be expectsd
+o detsrnine future policy deciglons, The military's
obvious penchant t for #he domizmating role 414 has given
1teel? in Purmese pold tical affairs will osteneidly
continue, A
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it s quite roasonibls %o presume alec that the
unity of the nation agsingt secensioniat or disruptive
elements will bs kept intect, wWith Burma's hsartland
fairly in ﬁm'han&a of the government, 1%t is plausible |
‘¢that 4t will ignore the dissidents, Even if there should
be & change in leadership, the policles the new guardiang
inkerit may not bring peace 4o Burmk, The ethnic
Gigunity ang revolt by the misority groups and the Comne
unist inmrgents might continue ap/the past,

+*

The downward trend of the esconony msy call for &
re-assessrent of ‘ma- sconomic policies adopted by the
leaderskip and various policy liberalization medsures
uway be on the cards, ﬂuahr incentives 1o increaged
production., the appeasement of the private sector,
more efficient gnidelines for increased public aioior -
antonony, and aubénaﬂax inorsuses in forsign aid for
‘economic development might be expssted in order %o
improve or sctiviee the stagmant sconomy, The road
ahesd, anyway, seems to be uneven, After & dscade or
ever-expinding economic nationmlipation, the government
oAy not find it practicable to reverse its coures abdruptly.
9y doilng 1tself off from the international economic
systen, Barmh tried to limit the vulnerability of

domsgtic economy to external economic pressures over
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which it bad 1ittle control. 1t ig likely % puzsat
strategieg of rapid indnstrialization dased On
protectionist policies. This Sutometically implies
restrioting economic developnent, 7The Barmess

sconomy, thus, is likely 'm rexsin 8t & low level of
growths, Population gewﬁx is likely o place greater
preggure on natiopal leadership o apnd up implemen tation
of their plans and mké sul table changes &s &nd wvhen Imd
where required. |

Incian W, Pye says that in most transgi tional
socleties Bo government o&n harnegs the energies of the
peeélo unless there iz genuine commnication betwesn
the decision-makers and the popalation.® mhese sccieties
lack two basic essential prerequisities, Eix;_et, theds
is no pocial mechapien to determine and olarify
continucusly the pdttern of volues Bnd interests within
the aocliety and ralatc. thege to the pattern of power,
Secondly, there is no efficient lmreaucrscy, The
buresuoratic struoture in Burms, founded 6s 4% is on
a rigid politionl and econonic base which is suthoritarisn

6, J. Roland Pennook, n.2.
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in nature, lacke thepe conditions: This is likely
pr&dncoi a conformint tendency, An &bgence of initiative,
and a resisténce % change, This trend, partioularly
within the inflexible Muresuoratic machinery of Barma,
may continue 40 act as &n inherent deterrnt %
developument,

\

é’hare is vo likelihood in the single-phyty state
of Buvmd the$ any rival could pu#pi;znt the arny
leadership, As such, the prospests of early return to
eivilian rule and parliamentary democracy are quite dinm,
™he ohange, if at¢ all, will de ttaﬁ the Army genarals
themgelves, The army ledders, in all probability,will
oontinue t "hold two pots on one head® and *hdng on
to the tiger's Wil, " come what mn#.?

Te The Bursese Sxiom "& mAn cannst hold two pots on
one head” means onc should not do more than one
can manags, This referg to the military
leaders' rule in politieal, economio ana
iaeologlonl affairs, { <96 o d B: §6b: o gh§E
) "Holding on to the tiger''s Iaii®
implien contiming wvith your task &t band,
vithout any alternative 4o, or respite fron,
such work,{ 9°: §: dowo: 83)(?1: )
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MAP NO: 2 MAP OF BURMA  ABOUT 1945
SHOWING MAJOR VALLEYS, RIVERS, MOUNTAIN RANGES,

HIILS, AND COASTLINE

Source: Hall,D.G.EB., BURM4(London,1950).
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Harvard University Press, 1976), p.5.

SourcesCady,John F., U st Burma( Cambridle,Massachusetts,
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COMMITTEES OF THE BUMMA SOCTALIST PHOGRAMME PARTY

Hembers

- Di_ioiblins Comnittee

" Central Organising
:Committee

‘Gen. Ne Win
Brig.San Yu

Brig.Sein Wil

c§1. Hla Han

l ~ Col. Kyaw Soe
Il . Brig. Aung Gyi
Bri‘o ?m Pe

Col, Than Sein

| ‘ |  ' . Col, Saw Kyint
i col, Thaung Kyi
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Year : Export ‘Inport Balanoio
1962-63‘ 1,271 1,096 174
196;_3-64' 1,142 1,oaé S8k
1964-65 1,089 1,413 - 324
1955—66_ ~ 959 803 125
| v19§6—67- 672 81; | sl
| 41957—68 521 C 15T - 236
| 1969-70 . 543 778 - 235
B " 1979411 . 296 290 6.

§ouxcox ‘ W.ls October. 1971.
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PRISAME L

We, the people residing in the Socialist Republic of
the Union of Burma, have throughout history lived in
harmoney and unity sharing joys and s@rrows in weal or
woe .,

The people of the land have endeavourcd with
perseverance and undaunted courage, for the attainment
of independence, displaying throughout their struggles
for national liberation against 1mperialism an intense
patriotism, spirit of mutual help and sacrifice and have
aspired to democracy and socialism.

After attaining independence, the power and influence
of the feudalists, Lindlords, and capitalists had increased
and consolidated due to the defects in' the old Constitution
and the ill-effects or capitalistic parliamentary democracy.
The cause of Socialism came under near eclipse.

In order to overcome this deterioration and to build
socialism, the Revolutionary Council of the Union of surma
assumed responsibility as a historical mission, adopted
the Burmese Way .to Socvialism, and also formed the Burma
Socialist Programme Puarty.

The Burma Socialist Programme Party has drafted the
Constitution of the Soucialist Republic of the Union of
Burma, in accordance with the wishes of the people, after
exXtensive and thorougl, discussions with them, for the
purpose of building a peaceful and pProsperous socialist
society to which the working people of the national races
have long aspired.

We, the working people, firmly resolved that we shall

o faithfully tollow the leadership of the Burma
Boctalist Programme Qe s

- buildl a $ocialist economic systemm by the Burmese
Way ®0 Soecialism, for the country to be peaceful
and prosperous, opposing all pernicious systems
characterized by exploitation of man by man, and
Of one national race by another, with a view to
promoting justice and goodwill among the people,
and to freeing them from dpathy and callousness,
ignorance,backwardness and want of Opportunity,

13¢




- buaa L . stodemocratic social order which
will . rd o opportunity to the people to
shiape thoelr own destiny, by the Burmese Way to
SgEialisn

. . Sriwd nnriliciiNMERl NG WOeRSHE

gt S elalizt hepablic of thevUnion of Burma,

- lefifflc1ent v perform all duties andifulfil all
obligations i1n the interest of the State and for
1 g - aliemn wnile enjoeying: the
arie —=rzzhs:l zights and freedom

DEBTO /el B st G onsTitucion,

{
L
i
& 2
»
]
'

- constantly strive to prowmote international peace

and 1 riendly relatiens anong the nations,,

ands SdoRadopll tlis Copstitution. of - the Socialist Republic
of the Briion ol Burima by a nationwide referendum this 11th

day of Bhe waxing ui Pyatho ofithe year 1335 B.E. (the 3rd
day of the mont' t odBrinaae, 8740 AL, ) .

CHAPFER |

THi T TATE

Articile 1

Burimn L5 sovereldn 2 11(’:1«‘;.:)&‘-.'..3';:11'*\ Socialist State of
the working peop . ‘Bhe Stdtewshiall be known as“The
Socialisf Repuhl ¢ oif the Union of Burma.

Articie &

ThefSocidlirHt Republiaiaf the Un.on of Burma; s a
State wheérein various national races make their homes
together.

Article 3
The fterrito:ry of the State shalli he the land, sea and

airspace fwhicly constitute its texritory on the day this
Constituion 1y adupred 3




Article 4

National sovereignty shall reside in the entire State.

CHAPTER II

BASIC PRINCIPLES

Article 5

A socialist society is the goal of the State.

Article 6

The economic system of the State is a socialist
economyc system,

Article 7

Socialist democracy is the basis of the State
structure.

Article 8

There shall be no exploitation of man by man nor of
" ™—_one national race by another in the State.

'\

Article 9

The State safeguards the interests of the working
people whose strength is based on peasants and workers.

Article 10 ' ' )

The State shall cultivate and promote the all-round
physical, intellectual and moral development of youth.

Article 11

The State shall adopt a single-party system. The Burma

Socialist Programme Party is the sole political party and it shall lead

the State.

"Source: Albert D.Moscotti, : tu El
(Singapore, 1977),pp.74-75.




BLBLIOGR APHY



PRIMARY SOURCES

Government publicationg:

fe Burma, Government of Revolutionary Couneil, The

(mpon: uiniatry of Inforluuon. 30 nru
1962),

2o .._JWW

ns_mmmmu_:mm (Bnpom
Ministry of Planning and Finance, 1973), Book I,

Je Burma, Covernment of the Union, of,The Congtitution

of the Union of Burme (Rangoon: Hinistry of
Judicial affairs, 1948),

4. — DOIBE and the lngurpections (Rengoon: Ministry
of Information, September, 1949).

5e et 18 _Trugt Vindicated? (Rengoon: Direetor of
of Information, 1960),

e  wmrJhe Nine Nonths aftex Ten Years (The Caretaker
Soverpment) (Novembexr 1998 - July 19359)
(Rangoon: Ministry of Information, 1959).

Te ———rpurna gpeaks ( A Collection of Broadeast Talks
£xom the Burma Broadcasting Station) (Rangoon:
Ministry of Information, 1950).



ol

1e Burma, Government of, Burméd Socialist Programme
Plrty.

Secretary (Rangoomn, 1966),

<o

of Man and Fis Environment (Rengoon, 1964).

Je —t S e3¢ Pglobugmgiesfééen’

ot ¢me@dpveayludadenrndqldons
( Pyidesungsu~socialist-thamada mayanmenaingsndaw

Hpwe taipon-achegén-ubaday-hni t=pat-the t-thaw
agiyinkhansa) (Report Relating to the Constitution
of the Socialiet Republic of the Union of Burma)
(Rangoon: Printing and Publishing Corporation,
September 1973), Iat ed,

mﬁégsf‘ggﬁmtwga@$oa{ﬁé IR

gY €3 (pyidaungsu-socialist-thamade
nyanmans&ingéndaw Hywetsipon-&chegan-ubaday)
(Constitution of the gocialist Republic of the
Union of Burme) (Rangoon: Printing and Publishing
Corporation, September, 1973), Ist ed,

4e

Se et § 30 3P B0 80 &1 0 fABdqp eqt 2 mpB(0)0

(Byanma-socialist-lanzin-party i luduyeye®
ahmat shit )(Mass Affairs of the Burma gocialiet
Programme Party lo,8) (Rangoon: Burma socialist
Programme Party Central Committee Headquarters
Press, July 1973), Bt ed,



i#ﬁ

rog3fEeoqr megt meoTyor u§&s o
(Kaba nainganye atwe-akhaymya thamsing dutiya dwed
(History of the wWorldfis Political Philosophies -
Volume II) (Rangoon: Burma Socialiet Programme
Party @Qentral Commit tee Headquar ters Press,
September 1980), 3rd printing.

Te

2P EC . S Y -

oc Rangoon, 1964).

8. v §8 qlr w2 qfp 4o deSQafqEcqr 2§&s v
(Taingyintha-lumyonysa-i-naiche t-santkyinye-
thamaing) ( A History of the snti-Imperialist

gtruggle of the Nationalities) (Rangoon, 1977
edn,3),

dournalg

1. (A8 ¢qt q2 Party.yeya) (Party sffairs)(Monthly) (Burma
Socialigt Programme Party Central Committee
Headquarters Press) (various issues)

5 € 156 Naingan-daga-yeya) (International Affairs)
,:,°Q§Mnmly) (Buwme Socialigt Programme Party

Central Committee Headquarters Press) (various
iesues)

Ministry of Information, Printing and Publishing Corporation
b 8 H
|
bailies

f. Jhe Quardian, Rengoon.
2. dorkimg Feople's baily, Ramgoon,




3¢ 8w ghyeqef (Loketha Pyithu Nezin) working Peo-
ple's mily (Burmese language edition), Rangoon,

4 Bz ¢ (Kye -mon) (The Mirror), Rangoon.

Se as;ge' (fyamnma-alin) (The Light of gar-). Rangoon,
6. §8m co>& (Botataung), Rangoon,

Journals

'« [Forward, Rangoon (Fortnightly).
2. s34 (sheaytho) (Forward) (Burmese language edition),

Rangoon,
Beoks
. Haung, WMeaung, Purma and General Ne ¥in (Bombay, 1969)
< » Burme's Constitution (She Hague: Martinus
R o Burma in the Fagmily of Nations
( msterdam, 1956).
4. o Erom ganghs %o laity (Nationalist
mwxmm. 1980).
5e ved.y jung jen of purms (The Hague:
Martinus HNijhoff, 1962).
6., lu, Thakin, purma Under the Japanege (Lomndon, 1954).

Te Hu,U, ZThe Government for fhe People (Rangoon: AFPFL
(Clean) Headquarters, 1959).

8. +Joyardg & Socialigt State (Rangoonm,
pirectorate of Information, 19%58),

9. , U liu = sturday's jon {Bombay, 1976).

10, ©can jung, Burma‘'s Challenge (Ramngoon, 1946) (Mimeo-
graphed),

t1. Than, Ba,lhe Soo%e of the Revelution (Rangoon:

Government Printing Press, 1962).



SECONDARY SOURCES

Books

1. Bandyopadhyaya, Kalyani, Burma snd Indonegia (New
belhi: south Asian Publishers Pvt Ltd., 1983).

2, Bautwell, Richard, gSoutheagt Agia Today and TOMOXrrowW
(Revised edn,2) (London, 1969),

3 s U Nu of Burma (Stanford University
Press, California, 1963).
4. Cady, John F., History of Hodern Burma (Cormell

University Press, Ithaca, 1958),
De

x@aeauhuutto. Bmard Un.tnr-tty Press, 1976).

Te DesBi, W.S5., A Pageant of purmege Higtory (Orient
Lcnmnﬁg ‘9‘1)0

8. Hall, D.G.E., purma (London, 1956).

9, Kahin, G.M., Goveys cg_of Southes
Asia (Cormell Un.‘.vor-ity ?nu. Itma. 1964).

10. lLissak, Hc-ho,

81113. mntomu. Slgi. 1975).

“o Hills. Lennox Ae sy

Wmuw (lunnapon-.
University of Minnesota Press, 1964),

12, Moscotti, Albert D., Burma's Congtitution and Electiong

of 1974 - A Source Book (Institute of Southeat
Aeian gtudies, Singapore, ‘9?7)0




m.
|

13, Pauker, Guy J. and othere, Jiversity and Development ipn
Southeast Asie; The Coming Decade (New York, 1979).

14, Pennock, J. Romald, ed., Jelf government ip Hedexnizing
Bationg (Mew Jersey, 1964).

15, Purcell, Victor, Ihe Revolution in couthest Agis (Londen,
1962).

16, Pye, Lucian VW., “"The Army in Burmese Politics", in John

J. Johneon, ed., The Role of ‘the Military in

Underdeveloped Countrieg (Princeton: Princeton
Universgity Press, 1962), '

17. » Roliticg, Persopnality and Natiopa-Puilding
( al de (New Haven, Yale
Univeral ty Press, May 1966), 4th Printing,

18, —sioutheagt Asia'g Political gygteug (New

Jerseys Prentice Hall, 1967).

» e Spirit of Durmese Politics; A Rrelimi-
Bary Jurvey of & Politicg of Fear and Charigna
“‘ﬂmm”t‘t89 April. ’999).

19.

20, sSarkisyanz, E., Juddhigt Packgroundsg of the purmege
fevolution (The Hagues 1965).

21, sSharan, P., Government and Politicg of Purma (New
Delhi, 1983).

22. silverstein, Joseph, Military Rule end the Politics of
Stagnation (lew York: Cornell University Press,
I1thaca, 1977).

23. singh, Uma ghenkar, India apnd purma 1948-1962 (New
pelhi, 1979).



Lo

150

24, 9mith, Donald Pugene, feliglon and Politics in Purma
(Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University

P"..Q ‘9‘5) ™

25, sSpiro, Melford &., Puddhism and Jocietys A Greet Iradi-
Mdon and 1ts Burmege Vicisgitudes (London: Allen
and Unwin, 1971),

26, Tinker, Hugh, Ihe Union of Purma: A Study of the

Edrgt Yearg of Independence (Oxford Unmiversi ty
Press, 1957).

27, Trager, Frank N,,

M_.mw (!ﬂ Yom
?l'“‘lr' '9‘6) B

28, Voodman, lorothy, The Making of purma (Lomndon, 1962),

iztigles in Periodicslg:

1. Anand, J.P., "China and the Insurgency in Burms®,

Eoreign News and Featupes (New Delhi), Vol.6,
no, 25, 2 June ‘915. Ppe -8,

2. Badgley, John, "Burma'g Military Government : A Politieca
Analysis", Asian Survey ( Berkeley, Calif.), vol,2,
50.8. mﬂ‘t 19520

5¢ e _s"Burma: "he Army Vows Leglitimacy", jsian

Survey, vol. 12, mo,2, February 1972, pp.177-181,

4., Batwell, Richard, "The Four Failures of U ku's Second
Premiership®, jgian gurvey, vol.2, no.3, Harch
‘9‘20 PPe 2"‘0



W51

5« Batwell, Richard, "U Nu's Second C(Comeback Try"™,

Asian survey, vol,9, no.11, November 1969,
pr. 868-876,

6. s "Burma: The Politice of Sarvival and

Remewal", Current History (Philadelphia), vol.63
o, 376, December 1972, pp.249-253,

T. Chang, lavid W., "The Military and Nation-Building
in Korea, Burma Pakisten", jsian Jurvey, vol.9,
ne.11, November 1969, pp. 818-830.

8., |Haung, Mya, "The Burmese Way to Socialism Beyond
the welfare state®, jgian survey, vol, 10, no.6,
June 1970, pp. 533-551.

9. lintmer, Bertil, "Alliances of Convenmience", Far

Eagtern fconomio Reviey, (Hongkeng), vol.120,
no. 15, 14 April 1983, pp. 25=30,

10, Peiris, Lenzil, "Burma: Socialism Without Commi tment",

Fer Eastern icopomic Review, vol.85, no.36, 13 septemba
1974, p.27.

11, sllverstein, Joseph, "From lemocrasy %o Dictatorship

in Burma®, Current History, vol.46, February 1964,
Pp. 83-88,

12. s "A New Vehicle in Burma's Road to
socialism®, psia (New York), no.29, Spring 1973,
PP 55"760

13. & Julian yohl, "University Students and

Politics in Burma™, Pagific Affairgs (Vancouver,
BeCa)s vol.27, no.2, Spring 1964, pp. 5065,




14.

15.

16,

17.

152

Tun, H,C., "Burma: Turning Against the 'socialist way"

Far Zsgterxn Jconomig Review (Hongkeng), val.85,
no.26, 1 July 1974, p. 30,

stifel, L,D., "Hconomice of the Burmese Way to

gocialisn®, jpsian survey, vol.11, Ro.8, August
1971, pp. 803817,

» "Barmese Soclaliem: yEcomomic Problems of

the Pirs ¢ Decade”, Pacifie jffairg, vol.45,
Spring 1978, pp. 60-T4.

Wiant, Jom A., "Burm&a 1975: New Turms in the

Burmese Way to Sociallism", jgian survey,
vol.14, no,2, February 1974, pp. 175-182.




M AP NOs: 1

BURM A

Bhutan

KACHIN

MYITKYNA
(o]
BANGLADE

ALAY  SHAN
: "~ ARAKAN

TAUNGGYI
0
~. SITTWE

BASSEIN
(o]

RARGOO!
IRRAWAD DY{RANGOO
’

PREPARIS ISLAND

RANGOON
4

COCO ISLANDS

TAVOY
o

BURMA

== INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY
®

NATIONAL CAPITAL

o

DIVISION OR STATE BOUNDARY
o

o

=
. 2
b4
I
2
z

DIVISION OR STATE CAPITAL
100
100

200MILES

Gulf
200 KILOMETERS

of
<Thailand

Thailoand

Laos

BURMA 1975 (FROM THE U.S, DEPARTMENT OF STATE)




