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300 L COoPER
The Role of Little Magazines

it has been only in the last ten years or so that Little Magas
zines, principally pseudo-literary magazines specializing in
political poetry, : prose bagatelles and social critiques, havé
appe..ed all over the United States as the voice of the angry.
the idealistic, and the disenchanted young. Prior to the rise
of the new wave of Little Magazines. of the type just mention-
ed, the ficld was dominated by the coilege quarterlies and the
house-organs of the most radical groups oa the political
spectrum, of botb the right and eft. . 5

There has been no definitive analysis, to my knowledse, as to
the reason vmy the great surge of Little Magazines owcurred
when it did, but just thinking back over the yearstothat
period in the middle and iate fifties. there is no question in my
mind that a general state of coafusion and depression had
settied over the population of America. This state of confusion
and depression was. induced by a nurober of factors, and all
of these factors tended to be of revolutionary, and counter-
revolutionary forces. There was the Cold War and its threat
of & communist world take over. The growing threat, speci-.
fically that of Red Chinu dpe to the settiement of the Korean
War (an Armistice instead of viciory), and the negative psycho-
lopical eflects of this on peoples who saw themselves as mem-:
bers of the mightiest nauon oo earth. The Semator’
McCarthy witchhunts which produced uncomfortable, suspi
Qous teusions within the fabric of the naticn. and probably
the -most - important faztor of all, the beginning of the
Negro movement Tor political, economic and social equality. i

With these kinds of pressures bearing down on the individual,
there is no wonder that the average persos in America, during
that period, fek .confused and depressed. The people looked
w the goverament for clarity and reliel. But the government,
tasbie to reach o consensus on the issues because of their
devisive nature . among the population, seem to b2 more con-
tased m groecal than the poople ot Jarge. The pesult wos_that’
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e: m%ous Mnmmulbodienmded 1o wnhdmfrommy o

. positive mexningful consideration of the issues and attempted

10 go on with “bnsmm as usual”™

Thns position bv the government pointed up rather ciearly what
many people, particularly the young people, bad suspected.
that there was indeed 2 vacuum between the government and

‘the people. But more expressly, the vacurm was between the

young elements in society and the older cicment. in the society,
of between idealistic bberalism and reactionary conservausm.
The ocenters of power within the system and those who had
vested interest in the system were reacting against the pressures
for reforms. The idealistic Rberal elements were reacting to
the growing tide of opinions locally ard interpationally, that
sought & more humanistic collective view of man's Social
Realities. The reactionary conmservative elements found their
basic identiies wrthin the system. The idealistic liberal
element did not whoiely identify with the system. From the
point of view of the existing social structure, the reactionary
cons¢rvatives saw the idealistic liberals as outright communists
or poor ‘dupes of the “communist plot.”

The idealistic liberals tried to initiate dialecies between them-
seives and the reactionary conservatives, ofien using extra-legal
means 1 ao effort w0 force the channcls of communications
open.  But the reactionary conservatives, functioning within &
psychological frame of reference of a state of low-to-high-grade
naranoia, used their power and vested interest to block any
meaningful  dialogues between themselves and the idealistic
liberals. The idealisuc liberals, having tried and faild to ini-
tiate dialogues between the two groups, thep sought 1o bypass
the recognized chonnels of communications within the system
and carry their case directiy to the peopie in order to force
change through public pressure being brought 1o bear on the
government. Out of the acuons and couater-reactions of the
two groups, there deveioped what can be termed as the ideology
of the Little Magaznes. and  thouesands of the small periodicals
sprang up across the nation.

It should be understood that the Little Magazines in the Upited
States tesday, as well as the majority of them in foreign coup-
tries. by #ni farge. are not in the traditional sense litcrary
magazings. The ideology of the Lintle Magazines is committed
10 social, econosmc, and poltical change. The poctry and prose
that one findk in them 1s primarily dialectic diatribe and baga-
telles of ;p;lib‘cal shetoric piacad in some anistic frame. This
5 o8 €2 oy Hulvome cretive, artistic work has agt sppearsd



i3 them M tas. bot ths stems to be more of sxciden thae
of purpose  The aeology of the Latke Maganing & commitizd
to social change and not to the eaemplificavon of the srtist

As politxcal @ natere as they sre, the imponance of the Link
Magarmes sbould not b mirumuzed. The mmportance bes in
the basn for thew demands, whxh c2v only be described s
spirnual, memanistic fiar. That often their rhetorical diatrdoe
toemms o reiect this o certunly true zpough, bt € suyors
wouid ke ihe ume to stady the many proposals for socinl
change that appears i the Littie Magazmnes, undoubtedly they
would coociude that the ends that they seek are more bumanin-
¢ than that which they want to change.

Baswcallv then, one could say that “The Role of the Litd:
Magazines™ 15 that of & voice for the idealistic liberal clements
within the socicties, here and abrosd. The Linde Magazinzs
seek to 1dentifv and expose the non-humanistic aspects of G
existing social sysiems, and their | roposals for change s hasod
wpod ¢xposing these decadent elements.

Strictly speating in a political sense. the Little Maparines exhibit
s number of differemt political ideologics, but f one takes o
closer iook at the Mags, they will find that the true coteris
element reiates back to what 1 called spiritual Mumanistic fia.
What mad.es this imporiant is that it allows these groups of
varving poittical persuasions to realize a sense of commonality
eyen though the mez:  that they choose may vary. This gives
the movement 2 kind of unity that allows it 10 cut across inter
sectional and nstional boundarnes.

“he ideolopy of the Little Magazines is & world -manifestion.
The weabisuc liberals, b the various countries, are trying 10
force change. There s very m.ch ap anistic guality about the
movement. brought on by its bumanistic base and the involve
ment of many of the best, young, well-known artists. lothe
pages of these Little Magazimes, very ofien it is the artist wha
% expresung the ideologisms. Two examples of this &
Amencan poet Allen Ginsberg 2nd the Russian post Yevpendd |
Yeviushenko. These two young poets are ih COmMpPeting soCLios
yet 1hey ooth are united idealistically agaiost the reactionasy
oonservatine ciements in their socienes

Idealism s proverbially a state of mind of the young end €5
adolesceat.  The reasons for this seem to be more psychologs
cal thap socwological, but i terms of the social realities of fin
day, the idealistic quest of the young finds its means iz ¢
political process.  Historically, ideslsm of the very young
@»M'Mwmwhmw minority when e

. .

tng socia! charg. From Mot poiot of view of the individoal -
who sought the change. U eatrenched cunority appeared to
pe the enrenched majorily. With the growth of the Linke
Magarines, and th:mxvmmofthecomieofideo}qpsm
these young peotle pow koow o commonality @ spiit and

with thousands of athers like themselves. Thnssensecf
wmmtwwmmmmm&emwim
Wocral forces.

kn »uch 8 shori paper, my sttempt bhere was to give only the
proadest frame of reference of the “Role of th» Little Maga-
zioes.” 1f one understands that the Little Magrines are speak-
ing for the idealistic liberal elements in most instances of ©
socicty, and that they are addressing themselves to the general
public in bopes of exposing the non-hummisuc_gspects of s
society, the specific details of a particular social milieu can be
duscribed in terms of the analysis one is trying to make. These
liberal and conservative elements occur at all levels of any
society and they occur in every institution of every society.
The Littic Magszines are altempling to expose those clemen’fs
which are generically pon-bumanistic i their means or their
ends.

Feiction between conservative and liberal clements of a social
system have been occurring throughout man'’s history. With the
rie of the Little Magazines. the liberal elements (progressive
liberalism as opposed to liberalism withir the status quo) have
streagthened their forces, hardly to the degree that they offer
a-major threat to the conservative elements, but to the degx.-ee
that the conservative elements can no lobger ignore .a.nd su‘ﬂe
the voices of change. The government and the various policy
making bodies’ must now make decisions with an eye to the
future and an ear to the rising voice of idealistic liberalism. As
the situation is presently consututed, this means listening to the
phllosophy of the Little Magazines.
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