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PREFACE

In recent years the state is becoming an importent
wnlt 4in the Indign politiosl systen and state politios
hae attracted considerable attention of seme soholers -
Myron Weiner (ed.) State Po)it , 1+ (Prinoceton:
Princeton University Press,1968); Iqbel Narain cst.-a..(-a-.) ’
Btgte Folitiom in Ingla, (Meerut: Minakehi rr-kuhm.
1967)s Paul R. Press, Paotional Politiog in gn Indign

State 3 The Congress Party in U.P,, (Univeresity of
California, 1966); Richaxd Sisson, Zhe ¢ pes Pa:

MM&MMM: (szord Uni-ﬂrliw f’mn.
1972); KL, Kemal, oditios 4 In Btate

84 oL ¢ 1n Politicgl P '
(u.w Deihis S.Chend and Co.); Baldev Raj Nayer, Minority
folitios in Punigh, (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1966)3 Bajni othard (ed.), State Rolitios in Indde.
(New Delni; Orient Longman, 1970); desl with this subjeoct,
The -octe-—ceonmgio studies of the State of Meghalaya have
been made bY many wrters — A, Playfeix, Ihe Oaros,
(Gauhatis United Publishers, 1975); Dr. Glerson, Linguigtic
Survey of Indie, YoReIL, (Second Battion,1966);
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Bdward Geit, A fistoxy of Asesesm, (qumtta,1926);
Rev. W, Carey, Tha Usro Jungle Book,{daro Hille: Ture
Book Room,1966); M.C. Goswami, The Gexos of Meghslaye

-(Govommmt of India: Publication Divieion, 1973)

+( Conoept
Pubn-hi-nc Compeny, 1978); H. Bu‘lh- The Hisiory and
Gulture of the EKhgsi People. (Published by the author,
1967)3 DoN. Masmmder, Zoe Garos i An Account o2 the Garoe
Mw ( Gauhatds Lawyer's Book Btall,1956);

2.8, Phattacharjes, Ihe Garos and the Bnglish 1765-1874,
(Radient Publichers,1978) end many others. But therse
axe veory feow worke on Regional Parties ?.R_._G.l;thur.

(Cosmo Publiontion,1979); H.Bareh, Meghglars, (Wew Delnts
R.E, Printers, 1974); J.N. Chaudhury, The Khgef Oguvas:
w (Shillomgs &ms, T.Chauakurd , Shilleng

Quinton Romd,1978)3 8. Chaube, Hill Politias in N.EB.Indis,
(Caloutta; Orient I:angman.w'ls); V.¥. Bao, A Century

9L Zridel Politios 4n N.B. Indig 1874-1974, (New Delnis
SeChand & C0.,1976); have deslt with the party system

in Meghalaya but not in detail, This work, thexefore,
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is an attenpt ‘o _du:L with an dmporteant Regional
Politiogl Partyethe APHLC,

The thesie is divided into six chapters. The first
ohapter gives a profile of Meghalaya; ohapter-Il studies
the cirpcumatances lsading to the formatim of +he APHLC
1ts organisatien, sims, cbjootives and factions in
the Party; chaptez«IIl deals with the Blectoral Perfor-
ngnoe ¢f the arm'.e » the fqmt@og of‘ﬂcvlmmf and
orieis ae well s d fzerence in voting behavicur.
 Cnapter=IV and V axe devoted to t‘);m ?um elite end
hadﬁuﬁi-p and the Farty ﬂ.n-. Govemnent respesctively,
while the last chapter ufudiou. the inpact of the party
on the soclety end its achisvements, |

_ This work 1s dused o empirical data, umam,
in'g:erviowa. rﬁpMa. pupp‘hlet_n, pqlter—;. olegotian
manifestoes, newspaper onttings and office files of
the. Party., 4nd the we tho de adopted by m» ars historical,
behavioral, smalytical and oriticel. |

Ny sincerest thanks are dus to my guide and
supsrviscr Prof, X Beahadyi for without whose sonstent
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enocuragement and guidance at svery step, this thﬂ_uh
would Hisve ned dboen oamplgtd&. My thenke are alse due
0 the staff of the JNU and NEHU Libraries, Eleotion
and Lav Departments of the Government of Neghalaye

for glving me acdess to important records and sspeoclally
to the party hm’i_o_u nu F.R, Iyndigh, 8.D¢Ds Niohols -
Rey, JoDs Pobrmen, B, Lanomg and several others who
holped me in the oollectien of materials and also ¢o
Dr. R.8, Lyngdoh of the Department of Khasi, NREU, for
suggesting certain valualle ifnmﬂmgta and also %o
J.Ee Tavieng who eadlly gronted me interviews end
discussed the varicus aspects of Neghaloya pelitiom.
Although all these persons ‘hnim me h the preparation
of the theais, I g3 Primarily responsible for what

i said and unsald in this thesis. I have correoted
tho tﬂosaﬂﬂ- L2 thexre axe still soms typogrephical
srrors., I may be pmxdoned,

Deted s Houu delll EBLLO noﬁom

Jamscary 24% 1283 .



AACK
APRIC

CP1
EITU
HSPDP

INC
IRD
MIa
Hpe
PDIC

PSP
R3P
SRC
Suc
ULP
UMPDF

Abbreviatione
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Achik Asong Chilchakgipa EKetak

All Perty Hill Leasders‘
Confaerence

Communigt Party of India
Eastern India Tribal Union

Bill State People's Democratic
Party

Indlan National Congress
Independent

Member of Legislative Asgembly
Member of Digtrict Council

Public Demands Implementation
Convention

Praja Socialist Party
Revolutionary Socialist Party
State Re~organisation Commission
Socialist Unity Centre

United Legislature Party

United Meghalaya Parliamentary
Democratic Forum



Xhatduh

Hokna

NWokrom

U Bled

Fya Hred
Fabugs Tatars
or Bonaka Tere

Sengrarek
Lyngdob or
Basan

i B 0Y |

M

Toungest daughter aamg the
Tnels

A daughter who is selected as the
haliress to fanily propexdy among

the Garos

Father's sister's semn, husband
of the Nokna.

Von-Christign Garo

Village leader anong the
Xhasis

Traditionsl chief

tt
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A PROVILEB OF MEGHALAYA



Meghalays' 4s the 2ist State of the Indien Unton.
It eame into extetence an the 20%h Jenuswy 1972° by
eavrvitig cus of the ftete 0f Aneam. It &8 beunded W
Aspan on the Noxsh and Bast and Jangledash on the South
and Veat, It Ales betwesn 25047'N 4o 260 10N latitude
and B9%45'D 40 9294T'B lengitude., The Sotal ayes ef
4he State S 22,489 eguave kilometzes with & populstion
104114699 eme 520,567 males and 490,752 females, The
folloving talls shows $hw &latrl otawins wrea snd populstion
of ¥he Btate,> /

mwﬂéﬁ | ﬁiuaquﬁion _ m W mMﬂ

Weas Xasi Pille Womgstein 1121681 491,209
]

Jaintia Hile Jowst 3.,205.5 1413,875

$. The Ssate 'Meghalaya' owea Lts nais %o
Dye 5.2, Chutteries, Frofesnor, Nsswitus of Osography
Dapartnent, Galeuttsa Univessity, whioh meams Yhe abode
of elouds., The %exm *NHeghalaya' oMained » logal
sstgtion when the Asspss Reorganisation (Negheleya)
Ast 1969, gives tiw BYgte tha¥ name. Though 3lere awe
seasons that the people of the Htabte were not in Feyouyw
of L6, yet uwpee thia 4ay the nane yempins vashaxnged.

a, 293‘?:1- the North-Rastern areas {hol'ndaﬂhn)m.



A% she $ime of $he insuguration of the Stste, there
wese only Swo districtseemthe Garvo Hlle Distriot and the
United Masi-Jatintis Billis Distxiots. Dut &t presentd
the Stats is divided into five adsinistretive cletydots,*

Koglalaya 10 woatly a hilly terrein wheve altitude
varies fyom 1,220 metyen o 1,965 mstyes abovs the sss
Jevel wnd the wres is chavatterised by heavy reinfell
espacieliy $n the scutherm vegion, nenely, (herrepunjies
né Mawoynren « ths vettent pleors in thw world, Tiw
averegs FeAnfcil of tha stute £s 10,000 8 12,700 miild
metres, Tt Mghest peak fn ¥he Btate 4s the SHllong
Peoak 1,965 metyres and Nokawk in the Oayo Hille s e
sepand highest peak, 1,417 metyes. A wumbey of M wye,
nons of them navigabls Wit adbound in catarachs gud
waterfalls drain shis sountainotw HState,

L . - s

3+ Easic fTeots 0Ff Nephsieys Lesuod Yy the Direckowste
of Inforeation and Publie Relatiowe, Neghalays,
(ﬂh&llmg. LW.“Q?B): Pele

4. Under the Govesument of Xeghalays Notification
No. BFL,36/71/4% dated the 21st Ndrusyy, 1972 o=
the Jaintia Eills District wae oreated, on $he 22nd
Tobruary 19745, IThe Geare Hills Dlstriet was divided

. Anvo Bt snd Wnd dawo Bills Alstriaots on the

22md Ogtober 1976 undes the Governnent of Negheleya
Heotd2lsasion Wo, HPL.39D/75/140 dated Otk Datobeyw,
1976, aAna the Ehast HE11s Digtriot was dtviaed into
Bast gnd ¥ont iand Bllle 48adriots om she DOAh
Oc¥odew, 1976 wide Hotl gieation Wo. HPL.49/76/1T4
4atod 12%h Oaxtodar 1976 of tho JGuve rmens of
Hoghalays.,



™he olingie of the 83a%e is temperate and the
meroury asidos isse adove 26 degrves celsiuve,

Bactadl

Meghelays S8 & homeland of two M1l comaund tiosew
the Dwmals and the Guror wbo 46 not baling to the sxwe
stock, Thoy oro lngulielioslly and ethnolcgically
a favert frew oue auathﬂr.g % 49 Yt 2eida? of the
Garoe that thely artlgiral hatitntion wne £ Provinee of
2ive®,5 fhey 1ef¢ Tites tn the alsbent post end sforated
into the prescmt terrieery, the Gero Hills, The Fhasie
and Jaintias ere & Temnaud of the fivret Nongolisn
oveyfiow inte Indle who sstndlished thenselvos in thelr
preseny hatitet { Fhasmi-Jeintip 2llp) o¥ o vory romcte
payies and win owing %o theliy isclated postiion,
aintaingd thely indapmdenocs,

A Doauliary sosial charectesistico of “he Ihasie
and the Cowom 4is the zatailinesl nystem in vhich vomen

5. Obeyoon,CG.A. Das olinssifiel 4he daree a8 belonging 4o
» mn‘t :Buda reqe a beanch of 4ahw mm@m family

{a-;r!m,w&?)c ?.M \ﬁﬂ.la She Than o and Jeintias as

belonging to the ﬂmhmr. b:vamh of the angtiio mﬂr
hnmmt- ingrhatlie Suxver ni
edition) e 1966, Wn 1" } i vol.X, ﬂo! PS5

6. HMajor Playfelwd., Sue Guto, { Cauhasi; Unived
mm-h-udﬁ):w.&ﬂ. '
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inhexde the fanily ena landed profoydy and with regamd ¥0
sugosesion of exlofMalnehipe, the mstrilineal law of
suocession cyplies, dnmong the Dhasis, the youngest
dauglter {Ihctdur) dnherite & 1iou's share of the fexily
ProDerty sy ahw i uzuﬂﬁ *the; rylentars sﬁd wopgtedian
of the fexily wMie Yoy sisters cve snticlsd only enslley
sbaree of i‘eni-lv rarysvby and -&nl*t'h. The Gzxou, on MW
otho® hand, miiks Yheo Issin, akLossg ana of the Adsughtess
a2 the Teiwoss {Nolna] hue geneyelly bey hushmnd Nekwome

- diyeots the family affeliss o5 har Dehalf, They alopted
syosp=donsio naxriege sysisen sp Yhet Dregeny and legasy
aze confined 4o the ssne fawily oiwslie, Heeidenco for
the hnigees is natstlosal, whexess in 4he case of othey
daughters not s1iyible for bolwakip, 44 Ls mmolocal.,
Howevey, the mtrilinned noddety of tha Neghnlayons ahould
mot be sonfused wvith eny motxisrehel nociety, Though
descent i traced through the mother, in faot, L0 4

the man vho playe & mowe Axportant rols in the material
and mentz) 1ifc of ¢he Poople. He As the defendew

of ﬁm prd tha wtman 3¢ the xoepoy of his Swuch,.

. Wokron « Mathor's ctotor'o son,



The Negtaleyans Believs in & Suprens Buing - the
anthor of Crestion, Avohitess of housabold, Defender of
the ngdon snd e Nodellaw (Rabuge Tatawe op Donake Ters
and u Blef or U Tre NMrad). Zruly speaking, thely faith
is » embinstion of Polythelisa, nmenothelen, supew-
asturalisn and snimden. Zhay believe in several spivies
of Pasks, Oveaves, water and caves bl oh they pespetuate
by saversl systens of animal saorifices;and agrionltural
rites are observed like wengala asiong the Guros, pomblangs
Nongkwen, Shadsuk mynsien snd Beh dsinekhlem (for driving
awsy the svil spirits end 2o good harwest).

Navrigge smeng tham 18 yegarded as o sasyed though
aarripge rite is entiyely siffewent an 1% 19 between She
tyatiticanl or animistic Khesis end Oavos (Songsavek) end
the miﬂn&. It is extrenely sxogamous, Asong the
Kiasis proposal for mawriage comes fyom boy's side bud
saong the Gavos; givle are fyee to ochoose and PrOVOR®
to & man of $hair cholor with the exception which i s
Yae Iy to e synten —~ one daughtsr selected as the
heivens (Nokna) 4o giwen to the fathey's sfister's som
(Sokyem) who et the death of Me fathep-in.law asswing



ths enomalous position 6f Misdanad to both mothey and
deughtes® tus ds system has dteappesved in the
Chrinsionised exogemous nogn-‘n? Divoros 48 nod wmeosnon
and absent. Dus neisher a Khasi 002 & Guro womas san
divoros hay husband oud of hr own asvord vithout eonsult.
ing hey male welatives o eldere of hey aid and get thelr
approval. Wo dowry over sxisted Jut the systen of
oonouldnege Prewvalls in %he soolety,.

Roononyy

The peeple of Neghalayas wre #igllly isolated feon
she - ol of $he country by e B tish WA éh meulited
in the neglect of economis and industrial &evelopment of
Yhe State. Mollowing esconcmis exploitation and sitens-
tion of Sridal mghis resviting froom infilerstion of
acn-tydibale heve had & grecs impast on the soeiel and
sopneaio pyogwess of the pecple: Aguiln, the lukewarm
polioy of the Asnan Govemment 111 1970, resnlited in
keeping the stwa as mainly agr ovltuial.

-~ Sl mit i

8, Col. Hodson, £.C., Zhe Gaxc snd Xhasi Manzhasacylin: -
Han.in Inddms

’ ""01.-:' 1921, pe19.
T. Xaw, P.Cup "A Rpint of View on the UGaves in

Trand tion”, i’ﬂmﬂf’ioﬂoh 4_fomnog Fesauestine
mmm.zm Celovken, 1967), p.D5.




Although christianity snd sduestion weinforcsd by
the Jovernamd desvelopmenticl sohemss weye aesponsible
for proupting Seommioal changes and oooupativasl psbtemms,
Neghalayn is siill Luiustrially baskwawd:. The bulk of
L4s seonony is agrioulture, Iust the main probless of
agriculture in NHeghalays awe ladk o2 uniformity in secll
sondition, vhe practlice of Jhmwing 4l ffioulties %o
wndewveks isvigation projects, leek of navkeving faslii-
ties mmd complexitien of the land tenure aywtem. Aibow
all,educated youngeen looked only for wkiie dclisr Jobe
- gAd onos they have sasm the sohool thay hardly retuwasd
o the Dediy flells., Inuplite of shess eotistraints, the
state has other sconmic Potuntislitieo in ainewel,
tcnﬂ aRd hydsd yesouroes, There is thus, a grest
futuse Cor the constmietion of hydel projoots end for
sho developoent of ninsral snd forest hessd industries,
The consbitution of the Reghalays Industrial Dewelormend
Coxporation in 1971, narked & $urning poine 4in Vhe
Industrinl dwvelolwsnst of Xegbaluys.

Bafore wo study %I swletment of polivienl
Parties in Negbalaye, 1% would be inkeresting for us
%o know sosething of *hw people 0f ¢+he whste mmd the
political changes brought by the Drictish sule,



Haoh Gero village had & lesdexr onlled Nokna who s
also the custodion of the Akhing lend {owned by the
villiege ccomunity). Mt hoe &s only the ccustitutionsl

sa® since his Dowsr wan Only pepository in charveoter
and being rogarded ao thw symbeol of his yeople’s right
as well op the lender of the yeligions cerencanies, It
wan David Geott, the mrokiteot of the Pritich dominstion
over tho Haotem Montiers of India, wvio cwoatel the
fneti tuti one of Saydare, Isskare, Sarbarekaras end Nandals.
The Savdarc were the villege headuen, ZThe Jaskars were
the shiefs of the Dasres {Qunwe) snd yesponsible for
aadntatning lav sad order xithin theliw ryespeotiw Jurissie-
etion s w1l 38 oollecticn of yublie ewenue frem the
Suydars samesrasd. The Sarbaypkar weye natiwve officerw
Plected above the leckare to supsveise Yheiw astivities,
2o agslet the favdars and the Laskars the Luatitution of
Nendalehiy wae Satryaduoul. Tho maninis showld xepors all
orices conmivted by the mowitsinsers ta the neawsed Sarder
vhs would them 4rece mnd epprebend the offentew.’ In epsiee

8.

o Ihn.itgehr B
1674) 4 m.??::m. X




of the new aysten, it took almost F12%F yeare far the
British to sudfugnte 9he Decple ocupletely. Xt was only
in Januery 1573 that the Dritish theough the Deputy
Commissioner W.J., Wlliamson oould bring cae village aftey
anothey undey Lt avthordity and finglly geve yiss to the
formation of a £vil fledged Gure RILI Matriots wiich ws
inocorporated intec the Chisf Comsissionsyedtiy of Asaam in
1074,

_ Folitical institutions of +shw Xhasis wexe demosratie
in charsster. Dut wniike thows of the Oazyos, there wye
ne viliage since the stabe ie something like an ageney
vhich links up snd sssceietes $he olans in wvarious axess,
In the re-sylemshipes period, for the sonveniemse améd
Provection, the pecpls omiained a priestly 'Oi.e., Iyngdoh
elan or senice sont family (non-priestly) cslied m
o Dolol to divent the affalye of She willage., M; vere
at figet appointed hy the sounocil of l’smdeh by reeowsing
%o mligious means and holling of inwestiture ooremonies
tat dater on elested by the Teople O yepwmintatives of

10, Iv 1s pointed by H,Bazeh; that "The priests weye the
astual ldews as wil a8 the saspmistal hesds atdsd
by ths Counall of Husans in the emswoise of theiy
;rw’:g mame*. Bayeh,H.» Khasd Denoccaay.
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the ¢lans on the basis of aduls male suffrage. Limgdodw
or Dasgns were assisted by & grouy of officials oallad
Netadors, Bangots, Mafis, Chutyas, Pators generally mown
as Rangbah Shnong or Valeh Cruong. Bubsequently, varicus
Lyngdohs, Besuns snd Ohher petty pulers coubined Sogptheyr
%o fors the Sylemsddp which smsnei{sd a6 an orgm to
 pemtralies sooe m subjsots of advinfsvretion.

Sylenshp was Dulls on the edifios of &emocrasy
sinee She Syiens can forever ast as & guavdian of Xhaei
Law oud soremoniel hwad of the Stgte Dut wish fusotions
of a Jrited chiaf, 7ZThe Kug or Hyiem 4is neot a samiadar
o landownayr a8 wa0 the cass wi¥h other Indien natiw
Drimona, Ne 4dcom not tax land holdings and is mueh more
potential figure in welation %o his SyleusMyp than the
Brétinh monardch in welation 4o Ms Rngdom, He 38 ocompaved
40 & Wothesr and wually cellsd U Syismeu (mic { Rug mothew)
vhoss funotion A5 0 Paotest the pecple commonly oalled
B Dun-ki Bajear (ohdlarom). The Syiem oy king &s
assisted by Nyntris, sivisexs ox Bakbhrews and othey
offiolale, who togethar ds not Judge, 40 not dlagislase
and teke attion slne wtbout the Dusbmr ((ovrncil) =

- where $he entl e population participates in



1"

1

nouldting policies, legislations and $udiciyl dseieioms,
In the present aluiniatrative eet.up theugh ¥he Prezoga-
tives snd gowrg of the Duvbare awe sot unlisieed, bdoth
the Ooverament amd the Distriet Councils yut o good &8sl
of value on theixr functicens and serifioes fn theiy
seppestive unles,

| xi; owder 4o follow im proper Derspective the
souzes of political events leading to She formation of
Neghalays, 1% would be profitable ¢o yeoount briefly in
mtrespect She pastem of %m-tuti-m in the somponent
diatxi odn of the State vhloh formed a legsoy for
- Independent India.

he polioy of ehe Bridieh Govermient 4o the hill

4yides in the Werth Burt Pyrentier has deon & poliay of
soncilietien ox non-interference Wvith the powess of she
ioeal ehiefs gnd Wllage srganivetions, Dut w o nOY

1. Sayeh sgtabed $hat: "Durbars are ths lesding porkyeits
of Khasi Democrady and balp uws o usderstand the
Progyess nade hy ﬂ:n in ﬂs m of nl:r-%mu ®
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deny the fast that by mesns O0f arms ad 34 fferent ndnd.
nistratiws mensured?, the Erieish Government held effested
dvastioc changes in the DPewers and fumotions of 4he Sylems
and Nokmss {Mhesi and Garo truditionel ehiefs) who it
their age ol4 fresiom of dispensation among the populstion
by making ¢the occneurwence and spprowl of the vermens
%o theiyr sleotion obligutery, By the beginning of 1873,
Garo Mille was oonsdllidated and attached to Assam in 1874
over which the Chief Uomedamioner assioted by the Deputy
Comniwnicner and other officials (Bavdawm, Laskars,
Sawbarkers snd Handala) oarrisd on the sdvisd eSrution of
e distriet, The new adulniebyetive set=ud affecked

the pewers, privileges and ¥ights of tlm Wokmas.

The Avision of Dhasl ~Jaintis Hille inso Netive
Statesand von~Dtates o P sish avens amain affeuteld tie
ights asnd powers of the Byiu-.“ in 1877, formey

12, MNaeskensie pointed out thet: "i% wes in 18972 Shat
neasuyes were taken for csomplete subfugation of the
iorﬁ‘hnw -wﬁwbol' Eee llekoﬂdt.lhwﬁl!.

13. 99 HBtates in Khesi Hillg - 16 Sytenships,
% Lyngdohokips, ¥ ¥edhaidship ! 5 Bawdawshipne wewe
sceorded the stutus of Native Stntes whose ohiefs
were given autonony ia intemal sdainistretion like
dew s & ordex, policing and dvcision of petty Civid
and Criminal cages only. While the sntise Jaiuntia
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sgresnents signed between the Pritish Governmentd and the
Rhasi ohiefe weze abrogated snd replassd by Banads and
Pasdveiias "which in sommon political perlance s a grent of
wecognition from the Urows o the yuley of the Syawe*'4
fesued Yy dhe Guvernment to ¢he Syten; Iyngdolw, Wabhdsiaws
and Sasdars yespesstively by virtus of which, the Britien
Sovermment aypropristed So Ltsul? the wight of etlfention
of the elections of tiw ohiefs and thely ocontinusnos in
thelis» wespective positions was made oonditional on thely
#004 Dabaviouy end wewe WME converted into agunts of the
aduiniesration. Nurther, the Bridish hythe Ordeswine.
Owumeil, 1938 dlvided % trital aress fn4o Bxeluded and
partially Broluded aweas, with an intention "So heve o
larger conityol of Alapoaition and axploited i of minexeld
ané forest wealth in those aress snd keep thelr Lnhatdtants
spart from the west of indie for sasier exploitation and
umauim',“ hue, by one nessure alftey anothey, e
traditionsl chisfs were weduosd to the formel heeds
mioying certain 1l ghtn of govermance at the Ylassuse of
the Byitish Governmend,

Syiensiip was Avidsd into 12 ololskips aleng with
%52 Duai states wrye 4ronted s NoneB4ates of BDritich
avess wiose ollefe vu-t %9 DaYy Yaxes %o the Beitiah
Govarnaem%d,

Miv- '0 -

4.

"(Yow Delhis B.Chand Co,

: ". ‘‘‘‘‘

15. mmwwmm_xm. vol.®, (Caloutta, 1937
Do 200,
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Wth the ewslution of new adwinistrativwe structure
and the extension of the Byl tish solomial xule, the
indigenous inatiwutions of the hill pecple wre super.seded
and th Political decigtion Broken, IThe organisation of
tlans snd ¥illoges 1040 & dletrict ocniributed much do
the emergence of their owm $4entity or txibolism wHoh
umay be eallied by the respootebls name L *Pyolige
ﬁ.mn.nn*.“ The most signi Hoamt castzibustion of the
Britieh was Bdusation and the sstabliishuent of Ture and
Shillong as Yhe Healdquarters of the Gawo and Xhasi Hills
dhwtrd cte Wi ch helped in the acoslerstion of the proesss
of socio-seononto and political metadolim asong the
Khiasis annid tho Gpros. With sdudetion came chlstignity,
which in urn guve new idess and undexetanding of new
Ives for old and sapdd stmotural 4 fleventistion. As
sudh, poli ¢t cal amaciousmenss pmesent only animg the
efucated mnd urbanised chxluﬁ.m-wvha aried %o infiuenos

visw who ohmaua mmmmm-u aa mﬁ-
Shing ;uiil.w. eons¥ruotive eud mmdn'

1'?. M'Ao?.. SEQaN . L 3
{Other than asaam), lnb-cann!.ttn nm arpm.m
:ndlntnd ont ﬂnﬂ 'Abmniam u:ﬂm of the tyidals

s 3
m Wnuors non.grnnlhmﬂmmw

Solut Growmenty VoL T Selid) '
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theiy wnconverted 4rital Mrethmm to wediscover new mexdis
_4n sheir suclent sad native culture even vhen virtually
all of 4% bad besn fowmsken 4n she name of Christianity,
But Cheistianity should not be Blawed solely as the ageney
of Proto-Nationalism. A shawp eomscliousness of fdenti &,
heritsge and tredisionel noxse Sratigeted sush & pyoso-

| aatislanistic movenent as evident fyom the asceptaute of

the Chrliaties lexdesn of the anelent tvibel noyme itke
obee:vmnce of state roligious soremcnies and danices,

The depsctdre of the British also drought in o new
political cnsdicusseng of the dangers involved tispesfier;
It oreatod foar in the uinds of the pesdle of beliup
Placed undar the Indian Avaination moviwated by the
disiike 0f the loviandere, Out of fear snd smm,
there davned on awareness of thede mﬁmn in 4sims of
lsiguuge, customs and physiosd qu fres the low
ianders and thess have carried into thely new Liven, thely
inferioy and supsrior oomplomss towmmds the Plains pecdls,

11y far in sdvanes of the non~Christiann txibalas,

She Chwistiens agais sppesyr $6 bs mioh better evgmised
srid vooal end they sxe found %o take Prominent perd in
looal political orgmisations’,
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4 detersination to safegusrd thelz own way of 1ife |
acoonparied by the evrrents end oross~eurrants of Indlsn
politios culmingted in the appeintment of the State
Beorgarisation Comiesion wideh puve sigesal for ean upsurge
of regieonal Moling and linguietis Hugoiss.

Ja this connection; 1t is alsc worth mntioniag
that o unﬁ-cﬁwﬁm of thelr Ldentity gave ¥ien %0 4via
nevenents far revitallsabion qnd solidarity sud protos
nationaliom. In the couwee of 4he mowsontas those whieh
are ooelal nd mitwal hgve been dosinnted by the wone
Chudotd s But palitical movenents bty the Christions
who weye bDettow eduented; politically more consclous aad
vho mre inducted into the ethwlone of the govermental
euthowlity duving the British Says. The non-Chrletians
thmrefore though were not completely outside tha osbie
of politiesl movemsnts wexe loft with no cheles Wt %o
aoospt the domination of the latter {Chwiatiane) whose
popular inage in the political contest Ls dsfinively
syoater, Iollowing thmes, there emerged & mew phase
of proto-maticnalistic crganissticos szong the Xaaio
and the Caros though the urge for such pold tioal sol e
experienos ¥ook = Long timm %0 take shape.
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The fiyst attenpt at saw kind of solidavisy
novenent was sems in thw suergenos of the Jainvie
Mw in 1900 aes a sodio~eulfusml organisation but not
notivated by any politieal atm. I% war fn 1925 4hat
the first politiond owganisation, the Zhael Nationald
Durbary came indo existenss with J.J5.M. Wiohole=Roy as
te fomdeyr Heoretary and hes Do credited with the
sarlient attespt ot cedlfying the Xhasi sustouavy lawe,'®
e 1% was predaosinently ayistrocratie in ohevmcter
consivting only ¢the Sylems amd sdwated gentry of the
Ihasi and Jaintia Hille, The olatm of the Darbyr %o
wpresent the peoyls in ite memorendun sulmitted to ¢he
Statutory Ccamittes wan also diallenged by Tradisionsliste
Group (Awaded Ly Babu BibH Chawan Roy end supported by she
Sylews) o the ground that Ahe ohiefs were mexely elected
hopds width limieed rights under Xhwsi oustomary lLewe,

The eprointuent of the Indlen Stasutery (Simen)
Qomniosion and the Indisn States Commiasgion in 1928,

has L4 th;t mv. liohoh-br mha to um# +he
syaditionasl Ihasi Levw of inheritanes in favour of
sale suocession which flovadered onn thse bed«rook

of Traditionalist oppesition®,
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saw the begimning of poiidical sotivisy fn the Hille
sEpeoially vhen the Khanl chiefa dsclired %o sulmid
thely memorondun to the Ststes Commission but o the
Simon Commiasion witoh, howsvesr, 44 not vieid the

Ihasi Hills, Further L8 Cotober 19 3%, dus 40 thel y
sesantaent of being Placed under the Deputy cm;-sml"
tley sulmittcd o vepresontation ¥o ¥hs Vioswoy, towd
Wilingdon roquesting hin to define thelw svatus, asking
for seprosentation in the Tederal Iegislature sad
sxpressing theiy desire to be placed undr the Vieroy.
Undex ths mdvioe of the Viceroy shey formed a Khasti
states Tederation in 1934, Dut 2iw falluye of the
Soverement 4o redognise e ainms ond objoctives of the
Fedarstion reduosd £t %0 » sooiel oxgoard eation i1l 1945
whi oh u&mﬂ.tmuw stfaulatedl poldtt cal ocnscioumess
nf the pe®le who formed okher polidl cal ovganisations
during 1947-49 like the Ihani Ststes Fectple's Union
ey ¢.0, Swell and R.R, Thomas and the Xhesi Juintie
Nederated Nationad Conference uwnder Rav. Wichola-Roy,

19, Prom 1859 4111 1877 the Viceroy was the suthowisy
%0 aign the Senalls, from 18771504 dhe Governor,
1904-1953 the Commimsicnwy of Rilles Division and
fron 1938 ¢ttw IDeputy Oceamissioner,
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She founder seoretary of the Xhesi Nationsl Durbaw,

Oadex the Goverauent of India Aot 1935 ¢he
Parwtinlly Bxeluded aveas 1ike the Nikir, daro and
Thaul and Jaliitie Mlls hed already Lesn granted sepre-
ssntation in the Provinclel Isgislatuse ss & resuls of
wiidh political omsoioueness had Saken stroag yoots
il gave rioe to sninwnd lesders 1ike lev, NioholmeNoy
T4 Gatphoh ang Cate Sangam. Toress were alse a¥ wowk
9 spweud separetiss snong woksd inteyests of the
Mile. Under such clwoumntances the so-oalled Couplemd
~ ¥laa for a Cyowns Uolomy was bern., But Rev. Nishols-Roy
wst againwt 4he L4ea of Cyown Colony and psresiwved
oleazly that the futuwe of the HMlls eeuld not be
apayt from Indis. In the neantiss he stvesssd for the
need of pressrving the customawy instituddons gnd
tyeditione 6f the MA1s pecple oomasistent with Selitiecal
PrOZYONs in s weParsts mensrwndum which gerved ae
sdvanos eopy of the Bixth Selwaule of the Indle
Constitution.

In 1946, with e visi® of the Uabinet Niesion
the possitliey of Indie's Indepsadencs loomsd lawgs om

rl
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W hordeont, As & EPOTIae 40 a new edninistrative
met-up in Indala, the Mﬁ#ﬂiﬁﬂa Chisfo formed

the Naemtion of Khasi States with an avowed objesd

of preserving theis righta a8 will as lavs and

oustonn of the people, and ¥ith the soldevensnt of
India's Indépendemos it exeouted s Joine Imatrument

of Aecession to regulate thely elsticn ¢to the Dominlan
of the Govaymmunt of Indla end Province of Assam.

AfSsy the avcenpl on of the Ehnsd titptws, tdw _
Covermow of Assanm convened u Khesi States Constsisution
Rauking Durber conlating of the hasis and slessed
representatives of the pesple. During i election
to the Durber fn the lete 1948, the advossten of ¢he
Pletrdiot Counclil of the present Sxth Sodedule founded
the Ihasi Jaineia Foedovated Bintes Ugtional Canference,
while 4ba opporents of ¢the Sixth Scheduls whno sdvoogted
tuo Zedeowntion of Risai States Zormed the Xhasi
States mm":‘mm But sventually sonw lesadews
of the Union acospted the S5xth Schedule and itimately
with s formmtion of the Disbriod OGouncil, the



a1

Fadeyation wme ﬁmmﬁﬂ.“

The ginesio of thw Bixth Seheduls gowns back Yo
the swoeamndaticn of the Cubinet Misaton that there
should De an adviscry Cocmittes €o wevomsend measures
far the protection of xghts of the citisens, minorities
and trives of the Exeluasd avess.®! Ineptes o2 42e
strong epposition from the tyaditionalists, sthe Sxth
Sebeduls {which was Luwed on the report of 4he Nowth-
Bastern PFrontiey {Asssm) Zvidal and Bxoludeld aress
undsy Gopinath Bordolod subwitved on the 204k July
1946) Rhas besn ascepted by the Constituent Assenbly sad
incowporated in the Comstitution of Insin.?? Undesr he

20, DBaveh,H,, gp.olt.» D244,
2. BRao,Y.V., “.m. ¢ P 1570
- - 18 — ]

rfaaaads  Aw . ) » F.S“v

nn.ll e :.i ihb m ono of the ssnbeys of tha
Bordololite Mm and vho hes besn vegurded as
the author of the Bixth Solwénle sald: "X must
sspecially thunk the Diafting Committee. for
acgepting the dwtt for the orestion of the Dietwich
Oomelis with sutonony in the Hllle ares in Assan
which in the Sixth Solwidule ave called auSonomeus
dlatriots, These Hills Distriew dndaMetng B
e Tribal HIL people will undey thie constitution
be abls ¢o develop thmselves ascording ¢o thely
.'u“ and sultuwre,ses*
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8ixth Sehedule the Distsboy Councils ( 5 Dlosxiet
Coumcils in 5 Mlle Dietricta of Assan nemely — Oave
Hills, United Fhasi-Jaintie Hills, Mikir Mlls, Worth.
Casher Fills and Migo Milis) have besn enwiusted wivh
certain ‘M@daﬁiﬁ. exzeoutivwe, Judldal and concumrentd
powers snd functions, But as 44 48 wlill known, the
Syfens and treditionalists were from the beginning
sgainss the Sizth Sohedule vhich simed a¥ eurbing thei®
Dowars Sn the tntorest of & vaified end better
stuind st ration.

Zhe Oixth Soheduls as & landuosi $a the political
Haetory of the Rllis, séxengtharied iﬂm-ﬂmﬂhuml
on €he ene hand dut on the othor, ourtailed the powre
of 42w tralitional ckiefiaing wiloh gsubssguemtly Wroaught
in sonfilote Mnﬁﬁx the Jsaders of polltioal parties
and the treditional. shiefs. Yor exsmple the sppointoent
and suscession of chief and Headwen Act 1959 affacted
the status end methode of elections of the oliefs and
handmen. This ast in tum seflested the failure of
the Sixth Sohwdule $o Provide adequate mafeguamis for
the precswvation s proteetion of wights snd
dsmoorntio institutions which thw pecple snjoysd from



tices dememorial. Again logel politics, nurrow xegional
issuse sna factionalism plagned thm Dletrl ot Coudedle
from thely wery inoeption. Inavise of the beat inteniione
of ths framers of 'lik;t sonstitution the fallure of the
Bixth Seheduls gave rise 40 & guastion === what 45 ¥he
Justi floation of the exietence of tha Detviet Counclld
itn the S4xth Sebsduls wmdsr the chunged clremstencee
vhon moat of 4he HLll exess im Worth Zawt Indle
{Mogtalays) have attained NN statebsod? They mey

now almost sesm 0 He mere snachronistic aypsmdagor to o
full fledged and regullsr state goveramens, Further

1% ausd obvicusly be eontly to maintain ¢iHs doubls
systen of govermment and sdministwetion,

The Garos vore Pvetty Leckward, Bat the sprwsd
a2 seracy, cotaey with subeddeys dhwongh Svade and
Pasiness, froodss Of movanent Iin the nelighbouxring
srass, the getum of Gare Hzesuyvisanen end sbow all,
the growth 4f a ane of tagchevselosder iw 4t Zarent
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villagas dth Church wockadtes? gaveloped in he Gavos
polisiosl connslowness which gave Hixth 4o & politioal
Tuaziy, the Garo Naviensl Council 4n 1946 which played
an dnportant role in shaping the social md polisionl
idfe of Goro Bllls, In L4 wenevandus submittsd 4e

he Borloled sudegonmistes, the Gews Wetional Cowaetd
Semended tim abolivien of the fanindayi system im Gure
Mlls and Cosification 0f guotcmary laws, BOTe DOW IS
for the loosl councils snd 0 mcintedn linke with the
Provindiel Oovernment in reepect of subjoets 1like
Highsy Paueation and medivation and with the Covtral
Coveranent in mattexe of aefenos, cxrtemcel affpiwe

amd commimiontions. It alseo demandnd the roprmcentation
of four meoders fyom Garo Hills in the sosam Provineiel
Iegtmative assemtiy. 4 In 1060, 14 deekawd o fhent
for o moparate Otabe anl in 1962, 4% bDecams & constisvent
Part of the ARRLO, SiHoe shen the Garo Nationar Coumcll
haw oeansd %0 he a poiildieal party,

L . S

3¢ KawyFeCop “f Decade € Quwo Politien®, Ihs Amgiss
Masox Zatztkas (Galeuvss,devsd 2,1970).

24. Undexr the Governoend o¢f Indis Aot 1935, oaly two
eeats wore plliotbed €0 OGere Hills in the Assan
Provincdyl Iagleletive Aspenibly,
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Hention may also be mads of ths Congress Parsy
wiioh had 4t roots in the vomponent Mllis Distriots
of Neghalaya from 1938, Iut S4s rola was wvather
atoxy of wrong allianos, wyong asvesmend and false
staps often royked by opportunistie pouﬂ.oi.” Is
#3408 with wested interests and sliengted the sympathy
of the sludated and eminent M1l lsaderss Mudensss,
obsdinancy snd snthoxl tarienim of the Congress Chief
Minteter of Awsam (Medil) st the delioate stage of
political Sswslopment in the hMlls videned the gsp of
dlfCarencen bDatvesn ¢he hills gnd the plains, Fuwther,
the LTalluze of the party oxgenisesys 4o make a
diatinotion Betwesn fntegtation and assimilgtion lesd
to antagoniem, denglon and alienation weapomsidle
for the digintegration of Asssm. Nwa B.7, Chaliba
who won ¢he heawt of the il peepls failed 4o brldge
the gulf detwen the hille and the plains by svoespiing
the yesolution of the Aseam Prpdesh Congwess Coumittes
on 22m4 Ap¥il 1960, %0 desliare dssansse as dhe offielal
language of ths s¥ete, Thos, s fallure o the Davd

25. Iuntevview with J.E. Tarigng, one of the ssfnent

sgggxpu leaders in Heglnlays o the 2848 July,



of She Congress Chief Ninteters of Anssn owlminsted in
» domand oy a sePavets HIL1l Stabe.

Yo Bave alivady noted the fastorw omeributing
to the emergenve of proto-Bationalisti 0 movenentt suong
the Gaxos and the Thests, These factoys wem also
 wesponsible for "the secent sbtenpis at Sxdbal solidarisy
and velifoidenttfication®s2® o was eviasas when
1% leaders of all the maa Digtyh oty of Amsan 9xUeDe
the Nagus mat in a conferencs at Ture ia 1550 %o fom
an Associetion ouiled the Asnam Hills Txibal Uniom
wikeh in Lts senorendum 4o the OState Heorgamisation
Comuission dsnandsd for a ssparste Mils state within
the Inalam UnSon. Whex $he ORC Sumed down thels
demama (6th Ootober,1954) they formed an ad~hoo Committes
= the Trd byl Leaders' Confeyence a¥ Alsswl in Odkoder
1955 whone nwlmué gave blrvh 40 the Baatern India

inklep g

26, Srintvas M.N,, and Bagawal, R.D.; "Scms Aspects
22 Political Developmend ‘.tu Harth Bastem EL1L
Areoan of Indla”,

Raldatix, '01-3-3 19




2ribal Unlon wepresenting 4l fferens txibed ovgaie
sations, 27

Bus fosrionalien and 20glonsl interests ia Vhe
Unfon pulled 4n 4l fevene direoctions as the M2
lendeys, from $1w wry inoception of the BITU, wers
fay fwom being united. Agein, though the hill Peeple
wallind undsr She Warnex of ¥LTU, sweps the polle in
1987 en the Bill Btate fsmie and formed a coslition
with the Indiun Wational Congress im the Awssm _
Agcombtly, yot L% 442 not work wll, In thias eomiection,
the otesrvation nade by the SRC in the ocontext of
the situation was slmost provhetic.?® Put on the

27, The Ehaci otetes Decple’s Unlens, the Dasi
Jadntia Feleratsd States Natimpl ConfMrenes,
Tnited Xise Precim Oxzadention, the Hils Uniom
of Assam, the Cayo Netional Comall, the High
TLander’s Unlon an? VWelfave Union of Noryth Cashny
m]a"'

28,

T Lt ~
m;.hd lm:hv ma ll’uaih-c‘wh;r mxu and thc
mmm Mllis are not in favouyr of a asparate m.u
Sentes gnd the Distrigt Counoll in the Tudhal Mile

an2 the Ferda Durben (Nikis Wetlonal Couedl)

are in favour of the siatus quo., The agléation

in fevaur of a Blll ctate L5 there fore, o Hned
virdually €0 the Uayo and Xhasi end Jaintis Mlls®,



234 done 1960, an direoted Dy the Asmanm Pradesh Congress
Committes, the Amsan Chlef Minister, Chaliba announed
that a Hi11; to deolaxs Assemese as ¥he officlel

lungusge of the state would be introduosd. The
reavtion to such an anvovnosaent was the formstion of

t*he ALl Party BLIL Isadere' Confercncs on the

6th Fuly 1960 whiah supevseded the RIXU, 3In the
subeoquont CHapters wo shall stndy the saga 0f She

APHLS,
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THE ALL FRARTY HILL LBADBRS' CONTRRNCE

-



The APHLC wes brought ines existenos mder
soapelliing civoumstances. On 4he 22nd Apsdl, 1960
she Assan Pyovinoisl Oongress Comsdttes divectsd the
Cie # Minis ter 40 dsclawe Assamsse as the State language
in 4he testh of oppoesision from the Hills ang othey
minovity comnunitions of Assam. MP. Chaliba {the
then Chief Minister of Anssn) assured that "the
governmens would prefey 40 wald ¥ill they get tha
dmend from the non-Assssses spesking pepulstion for ¢he
dnclaration of Anssmead as the State hnm"-‘ Due
%0 strong pressure, the Uovernsmt had ne altemutive
bt to yield snd on 2334 June 1560, OChalibha annownmmd
Shat the Assguess official Janguege H1l wordd Be
intreducsd in the next ssssion of the issembly. When
Oapt. W.A» Sstigna expressed his wmlappinsss over the
deciasion of the governnens, Chelihs widey & wroung
dmpression that a majority of the hll leadexs were

_ N . R _

fe Chaliha's spasches in the Assenbly on the
Apxdi 3, 1960,
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inaiffarent 4o the language Lesus, sivised Capt.Sanges
t0 oall a meeting of the M1l leaders mma to consuls
them, Thus Capé¥. Sangma, & ninister fur Txibdyl awvess,
Transport and Fullieisy in the (mlihg mindetyy convened
a mesting of the lsaders of all the Politissl Pariies
and othey non-aligned leadess of the Autonomous Hills
Diwsrtots (excepting the Nags Mils) (n Mly 6, 1960

st his offiole) mesidence in Ehillonyg, The K2V, ¢k
Gayo National Coumeil, the KhasieJainsia Fedexated
States Conference, the Jaintis Durdar, ¥he Iawbd Durbaw,
the ¥igo Union, the Swnkantys std even the Digtri et
Congrone Counittess of the intonomeus Rills Dhstriots
Joined the Conferencs. The ceaafersunes waainewly
opposed the move 10 mpke Asssmass as the offiel el

Béate language, I¢ was on the® Lssue that the APHIC

was boxm. At thds condyence, the APELC 414 nov spesk
& word about a sopayats HLLL Stats, It wam only vhen
the Asean legislative Asnenlly Dpassesd the Assan officdlal
Lenguage BLll on the 244h Ootober 1960 that the AFHLC,
in &he Jrd pseting eld on the 18th, 1Tk snd 18%h
Novenbexr 1550 u% Dafiong that 44 demanded, for she Ziyes
dYime, in Ltm history Loy mdavotion from Meauw s
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the oveation of the Bustewn FProntier State {for the
B1L aveas) for the preseyvation of ths distinot
jdmnelty, cultuse and langusgs 80 Shat the hild
pecple sould grow snd dsvelop aecerding #0 theis own
gontus.? Atber 11 years of straggle and challenges,
She APHLO ultingtely susoseded L{n achieving f4a end
e the establisiment of the Btate of Neghalaya
(20h Jenuary, 1972).

. Troly speaking the APHALCO, ot fiyed, was only a
Platform or a fovum O0f gl hills parties yether tham »
oomwentional politicnl party. But the politiesl
oondii ma end clwoumectances tronsforwed iv Lato e
politioal party wich ales took the reino of sdminise
tration of a nevly creatsd state, Kegholaya, into A ts
own hand for 6 consecutive years {1970-1976).

In nodern 4ims Party orgaiseticon assunes gresd
fapoytanse 1 L4 constivutes ¢thw pneral petting for thae

49 *Tha %»d Conferunce of the APHLC was ¢ milestone”
in the histvoxy of the AFPHLC im particulsy and in
the EL1l Besxte um:u‘b in amn'd' . Quoha m
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aotivity of the menbers, the fowm impteed on Skeiw
selldarity, it detemines 2w mackinery for the
selection of leaders and deci dxm their powers. Il often
#xplaine the stxength and sffieieacy of sextaln parties;
the weslneus and inefticiency ef cthers,” The aPmLO

1e not a oadre bhut wather o sass<sthnle Pavty «= a paxrty
40 avtionlate the grievanmes and aspireticns of the

hilil pecple. A4 the apex OFf the APHLC, is the Centxal
Executive Committes wvith the following meabersy?

a) wmenbars of the Centyal Vosking Comnittes)
») manbeys o0f Pariisment ond Bigts Legislature
belonging 40 the party; amd

) such meshayr sy menbeys oF weyresintasdiws
fron each Mletriot unit or drgnch oy atflilie
ated political partien as may be 4soided upm
By tho ptate level confozronuve fyoa time te
¥ine, '

Among the important bodies of the Central
BExegutive Comaittes fnaoluds the Oentral Vorking Comstidtes

4. tiole XX of the Codativution of the AFALC,
yublished by D.D. Pugh, General Bssyetary,
Ootobex 1, 1977, D.%.
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and the Cantyal Blection Commlties.,

The Contral ¥orizing Comwittes shall conaist
'ﬁ.ﬁs _
8) the Centwal offfics basrers, the President
the § Vice~Presidmes, Genernl Seoxeteary;

3 Seoxetaries mad & Lyessuyer;

%) ot more than 25 menbers 40 be elected
¥y the pavdy in & DPlensry seasion,

The Centsel Working Cemmittes shall meey as the
Presi ame end the Gmsrel Secwedtary consider 44
NOVESD AV

The Csntral Hleotion Comsittee shall be constle
tutsd at o Stgte lavel conferenoe in & Plenary session
or by the Cyntral Nxeoutive Committes %0 deal with gnd
finally decide en all mattoys connested with elesctions
o Parlisment, Biste Leglislathre and Dietyi o8 Comnclile,

2asides the stove Committess, there eve othaw
snallsy units ke the Primury olyale and the Distrt ob
level wmits, At the Distpiot Jevel, District Eleotion
Coamittees shall Be congtitutesd by the Cgntrel Working

P, Axtiole XIXI of the Constitubion of the
ARBLC, Dede
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Conxitten it oomsultation with the wmits or branches
oonoemed to Xeoomnsnd names of the candidstes for the
Cantrnl Meotion Conmivtess,

Mwmbezobip:

Wormally thw concapt ‘semder' eof a parvty coind dos
vith that of an sdheyent vho showld be dbetingud shed
from she ‘supporter'. A supporter, wilike a ssaber,
is ons sho 1e &n niﬁ.wmﬁ with the Pariy's Ldeology
and also finde himself in & yosition ¢o lead ks surrowd
40 the pawty dut alno at 4he sane 4iwe vemsins sutsid
the crganieation. The conceps of mender Se linked with
» Partionliar notiom of Folitieald Paxty that wus doxm
&% the beginning of the 20th sentury along with the

Soctaliey pavtias and that has sulseguently been
initsated by othera, It does not corysspend to Abe ald
conaeption of posty vid eh flouriehed 4 the 19¢th ematury
in Parlienmt aysten width a franolkise Dased on Propeyty
quaiificntion. The conoept of menbership L8 & resuls
of ti» svolution whioh led from the cadye DParty to the

nass ﬁmr.ﬁ The APHLC an stated saviier is & sass Dariy.

8, hunmr. Naey HCMOO P63,
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Ascording to articles VI and VII of Ats aometitution,
any person oy Pamty Who adoepts srdisle IIT whick
seadss

"The objevts of the Pavty shall e,

{a) ¥2» well Deing nd sdverosment of ¢he

peopis OFf Naghalaya and the esteblisdment

in the oocuntyy, by psaceful snd senevi tutional

woany, of & Wwifare stade Dased on Pariine

nentary demoeracy, (b) she pwasrvation of

the fdentity of the sridal pecple,

{e) %o pwotest the political, sememisc,

soaial and eliglous vhighes of the ypeople

and {(2) to rlay e cmstructive role in the

affaliye of the nation. o7

On Dagment of & yeasly subsoription of 0.28 p
{twentyfive patse) a person bLecones s menbsy 0f the
Paviy. A senbar oni Payent of an aotive moundoreiip
fae of B, 10/={ Pupeass 4en) per sanum, shall be eligitle
%o hold ann elestive post in the Porty. ZThe APELC wmay
adait Oor grent affilistion Yo eny political pavhy
which subsorides and ascepts srticle.llil ¢f fts
eonstitution =0l peys s sum of N, 250/«{Jupess Yue
Pandyed and $129y) snly as affiliavtion fes, Fenevadle

s Avtl daTIX, D.t.
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eveyy yesr ca payment of k. 100/~{Hupees one Fumdred)
only. Put applicssions for affiliation shall be 4eald
vidh and deeided upom by vhe Contral Voakdng Comnittes,
The ATHLC was a nass payty. Nenbeyslhip was throws open
to all tribal and non-tribdeals. I¢ ws somposed of
isadeye of the AlZfarent partics of the Mmils insinding
the ALY Indie Portisc 1ike the Indisn Natfonel Congress
and the Hwatan¥re. Dut after the orestion of Negiwlave,
mendersidp for nos-sribels m opsusd only in Dhlleong.

The 1endexc of the APHLO sane fyom Sifferent
#ections of the woslety and carvied with then the
nezsages of Sl oation and ssorifics wiioh attrasted sha
perple from all wolks of Jife in all parts of the State
both urben e84 rurel, Seme t¥ibal burinossmen ast
treditionsl leaders lowswey oonsented thet ¢he APELO
lsaders wre not fyom the ssinstresm of Yhe wasiety.
This 4o not true. ALl the lealoys wye indfgenous in
o gin. They wers moderatew, omstf tutionaliets sud
Prageatists. STheay had & clear conweption of their atms
ani sepiwasions, ZThe extrenists win 4&l4 nos
snohor thely boat near the showe lirmes of yealsdy who,

-~

—
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414 nos follow any Principle dubded m leaderw a8
- foveigners.,

An g natter of faot, oharges against the APHLC
woxe based on 'Tevivalism' which "has made its appearsnoe
ancng the sduca¥sd groupy wirioh had Mitharto besn oriented
towards modernisation® and that‘the Congress 15 swppost.
ing the revivalist dengnd... a8 & part of 1 ¢ opposition
to the APHLC.D 4na the slatm of ¢he APHLC as e

Peglonsl Party with Netional Ovsleok®” ean not be asmted
sfter a oarsful study of i¢ts eins nﬁ& objeotives an
oxpIessed in the Constitution and in the Hlestion

Kanli festoes of the APELC,

A olose study of the fouw sl estion msnifestoes
of the APELC (1962, '67, '72 end 'TT7) insioaten thms
the party, though "segional in chaveoter, has o Rational
outlook®, Xt¢e main alm and odjeotive was o esatadtlish
e th_. Noxth-Bastess M1l Frontier Btate within

8. Zhe Cistegman, Nay 11, 1988,

9. Raoy V.V, "The Suscess of the u'm‘.c-.
ARELE Bouvendx, 1974, p.29.




the Indien Union, This yesolution was adopted with

& view $0 Dresesve the distinct Ldemtisy, language

and cultuwe of the Kil txidbes, so that 4iw hill people
oould grow and dw;\l.op asoowding to thelr own genius
and alwo for the development of the sconomie omaition
of 4the hill areas sid for the pyomotion of Yhs standard
of i fe of the individusls 4n those mress and fow the
protestion of the minod ¢ies idving in ¢he M1l
arens. ' Man tits end gn view, the AYHLC timately
sucsssded in achieving 4t chjeetiwe, that Lis, the
estaliiohsisnd 0f Neghalays through a astional eonowisus
and through go0d wll frem oll quertére,

Since iss inception, $he AFHLC was awsre of the
sorisl, educational; industyiald i ecomonie Ipekwardnese
of she region. Henoe, fu all $Ms eleoction maifestoss,
3¢ 1aid gweat enphasis on the praguatie Dyogranues te
solvs the prxoblens. In the thwe gmeral electicns,
thet 8, 1967, 1972 and 1977, an evident from 1i%s
eleftion manifestose, the APALO fought on the issues
of fmprovenint of elucation and agriculdure, meaningful
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sxpioisation of mineral snd forest yesouwses and dhatver
suployment opportunities for the pecple of the State.
These maxl festoes assured the elesterate %o make Slw
state selfesufficient in agrisulture by encouraging the
farmers to tale to modern msthods of sultiwmtion and W
Provide them with finmndd al asdatanos and inoentives

in 4he matter of irrigation; land reclsmation amd
prooursnent of seeds snd fertilissys. o eradioate
t1lisevacy, one of $4a elsction viedges was to Provide
facdlities for the intellectusl growth and ARvelcraewms

of the youth fa the state through the 211 Untveraity’ !
« the sstebdlisiment of the Worth Eastewn Hill Uniwroity
has given o semsee of savigfection to the pecple Sn-as-much
as such Jemand for s tmiwysity war alzost as 514 an ke
demand for p asParate Hate,

The sanifestess further outliined that 1t should
sRieRvOur 40 inoreease sgrioultural production., 4s soom
a8 the APELC forwed the governamé, its fiyed task was
0 appoint the Land Bsform Comsisston'® &n the Khesi
Blils tut uifortunately L48 rectmamdation have not been
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Saplemented, Ihile greatent miphasis Lo lald on the
development of sgrioulture snd ocommwigations, the
Parer's attention has deen dvertsd move md moye %0
soonemic devolopmente se a Drverequisite €0 & veal
progress of the Btate, Tu asoeslsrate an? expedite
stcmonil o developoment, the pawty proadimd scleatitie
sxploitation of the mineyal gnd other natuml sAvuress
and row achenes and wmdsrtekings to sase out the problens
of the people lidng fa the bovder areas md to evests
enployuent opportunitiss that has bBesu its pronies.

In ths vespect dhe APHLC government has baen gble 4o
sotadlish industrial wmdsrbakings such as the Heghelays
Tatustrdel Devalopmeng Corporation fu 1971, wioh
nexked o furaing puine in Yhe industrial dvelopment
progremmes in Meghalays.

At fiyet the Party tended to sdlers to the
othisal and moml vluss by eyadionting sooisl evils
and pwmoting dealthy sooclal 1ife, JFarther, the Darty
widdh has comuitted S0 servw 419 People of Neghalaya
in partieulay, snd of the som¥ry fa getersl, has
fnoveasingly wesifsed that sonxunalisa, regionaiies,
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narrovw and paroekial tandencies wewys fupending for the
sargh of the Indian people towmis nev gosls end sodewn
sootal seteup, Thayetors in Lts ascmd ssssion held |
on the 22nd end 23w August 1960, 49 adopted a wemolution
we "Thim poufsrence ssstzes all anon-tribel yesl dente in
she sutondmous Hills Distylets thas tl}nﬂg legttimats
intereats will bs fully safegvamied in She yrepesed
state.® On the Basss of this swsolution, the parky had
repestedly proniesd, da its eleotion manifestoss %o
protest the minorities i the Btate. Howsver, it assured
that culture end heritage of the hill peodls would ba
safoguarded st a1l ocomt.

The APHLC Adusing the struggie, styongdly bﬂoﬂa

in the Gandplen ecnospt of atteining the good ends

by equally good mtens. It Sa fn thot Pruw of aind
that 4t adlwaed 40 ¢the Gandlan principles of nons
wviclenee and PMM mﬂmu,:. straggles, RNirther,
f4¢s Delief was that Neghalays would suable the HiLL
people not only 45 grow ascovaing vo their goal wad
genius but also 48 Dlay = eonstrvctive wole in the
affelye of the Nation, In Zack, this wan tdw motiwvating



fogow £op the APHLC o Lfnitiate a unigus political
franowork of & NEC-EFPe structure which uitimately
fowmd expression fn the fowymation of the Nowth Bastem
Comat1'¥ee & forus witoh 18 40 sexve all +he aveas
of the North Exst Teglon,

The Ldeologles, sime wnd objectives of the APHLC
so far included in i¢ts slection senlifestoss show that
this party is yegional in ohavaster with national oub-
look, To substantiate this,; Let us Lllustyate L9s claim
in 4¢s mandate 40 the peocple.

8) It acoepts Pngitsh wo the medium of
instruction in sobools and odlleges in
oxdey 16 facllidate tiwaotiongl integyas
tim of ¥ whols of ¢he N,B.,Indle and
of the epontryd

b) It Sakes a lending Dars in Yhe establiehe
wmt of a Contrel University, the dcore of
wiieh ave opsned to all Indiuns;

#) I% does not make an epPeal 0 Paroehial
feelings and narrow prejulioee Ly speaking
in any language o about oy sedigion
wkich oan be the causs of dlsintegration.
¢ stvougly believes in epalitavion

13, Inteyviow vith P.R, Iyndiah the APHLC eftéing MIA
on She 274k July 1980,
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society and prosises protection of
uinomstes o¢ 32 kinas'f

4) Puwthezr the AFELC doss not sncoursge
sepessioniet op isclationist tendeney
id the country. Unlike other HELL Parties,
he APHLC has not dmmanded for a sepsrate
State outsid Indfe, But a State wiithin
t1» Indiasn Union. This was demonstrated
on %he povanion wiwn ¢tiw ocountry had o
faoe a nstional prodlea 4n October 1982,
Ihe APHLC 414 not dcke sdveuitages of §ha
Aslioate situation Bub cooperated with
1% Oovemment of Indla in its war efforts
*r keeping in abeyancs the lawmching of 44s
non-violens dtlysel aoction progreume fn view
of Wational Paswgeney.

Having discussed the S &ologheal srisatation of
the APHELC, w now Droosed €0 exanine the party in sotion,
The capacidy of the APHALC o trmeform §tesls from &
proto-mationglint orgamisation to an sffectiw politioal
DAty nmoy Le sxamined by dal:édag inko omsideration
the x0le of +he party,.

14, Pno,¥.¥., The Buscess of the AVHLC, ‘Mt‘&i ’
PPs 29«30, 7
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In » large mumbey of soamtries wadengoing
nodemisation snd vhere o single pariy's deminance hes
snexged,faetional politics has coms to Play an fmportant
role. I is with th¥ geining of pover that intemal
cenflicv dewelopsd leading %o defestions ma& splits.
A nuber of asons have been advinced for the existence
of this phencasnon like dlgtridution of povers and
status in thw gowrnment and the different view points
~ and fnterests of the ccuponmt mexbevs. Fastionuites
is a ﬁhgmma"tht in A fferent Jugreess M-ﬂ
importent role in the intemel struoture of modem
polidieal parties even in a highly developsd paviy saysten
as in OGreat Britain with 4wo payty eoten end Italy
with multiepavty oystem., PFaotions awe Fesponsible uod
m for the wise and frll of govestunsnts but also for
T sotivizies and policiss adepted Dy gowrmmend.

Partion £ India have soguired s heterogernsity
of character, couposed as ¥hey were, of nyrisd groum
and interests that ocustendly compets fn the intve-
party struggle. On the other hand » fastion Le & 6lose
initted entlty promoting cozuen interests and oviag
slleginttos 40 a comzon leadar, Wiile the party Dyevides
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the structure of an 14eological base to0 the ingtitutions.
3ised publio opinion, faotions giwe Lntesest orientation
to intre-party politios and thereby provide party polities
with readtmn.® In 4ne context of Btave podivies tn
Reghalays, wlike in 1w other states in Indie, thexe hes
been no dominant caste such as Zawsas and Meadis (4.2.),
¥udaliare and Fillate {Tauil Wadu), Pattdere (Oujavet)

snd Fayares or Henons of Zersla. A slignifiosnt festure

of the politice) system in Meglnlays has besn the dominant
poaition sdoudied by the APHLS, DBut fastionel Dpolitios
bae always vieed sn fuportant yole within the party

fxom the wery beginning which has affected 198 etaddiivy.
Therefowe , vhere fastionslism has Been yanpendt sad beyond
wondrol), it has led not only to fyeguemg shange of
goveraments but also changes in the intemal structure

snd couposition of its ssudersMp, umuu in l.uiﬂ'!.dui
adndinfetration and lov eccioni ¢ Ssvelopment,

From the peing of view uf the type and intensli sy
of fastionalien within the APHLO, %he period oan be
roughly Aivided ineo two Phases o= Yhe Hret wes dudug
the struggie Tor stasshood (1960-19T1) end the second

15, Khgn, R., *The Indian Political Landscape”,
30 ax » XXLV, cctnhr-ntuuhﬁ.‘lﬁa.
PP L Aok £ F.1
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after she formation of Meghalays (1972«¥i11 the Sth
Gmeyal Eleotionas) « yhen the Aessm Iwgislative Assenlly
pasned the Assan official Lengusge Bl on the 24th
Qutobew, 1960, in thes Seeth of stymg oDposition
saPetilially fwem the MI1Ll Iesdewe) the Shipd omfevence
6f the APELC wid ch was held at Haflomg yesolved to ssnd
o 40degation %o weet the Pyinme Minieter to dsmani, for
the fiwst time, for the fazmation of & SADEFate HILX
Stste. 7Ths yemult of thie dscuseion was ¢he famous
affey Of the “Soottish Pattera of Adwministyation® by

she Llate Frims Nintatew, Weluu. Zhe APHLC, for the fixet
Yime, dWoame s houss &ivided againsd L¢solf. The APHLO
2ejected the Fian and sesigned fyom all the Councils,
Boayés and Committess omsetituted by the Govermend om
the greund that the Soctiieh Flan was merely & acmatltu.
thonal expression of the existing workimg of the fwibal
avess Department withouk sotwal Politice)l sepawation.

Bus the Diptrict Congyess Commidtess of the Hills
dissriots (exespring Jaintis Hills) acospied the plem md
sovered twiy cmosstion with sha APRLC. The Gongress
Iendswn 13ke 2,8, Hagier (Howth Cevhay Eills) Nakan Bingk
{(Xhant 0i31e), Mmonsingh Sengus (Gure M1Als) and twe
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APELC members, A.Thanglura (Miso Fills) amd K Rysbei
{Zatutia Mils) nevered Yheir ecaneotim with the APHIC,
These lssders fougls the 1962 Oeneral Mlestions on he
Seaus of the Sobftish Pattem and were fngloricvely
defegted. Put thelr disassociati oz vAith She pavty 214 nes
&t all deter the APHIC in 4i¢s etrugge fTor the Hill Bigte.
o gt 445 goal achisved, the APHIC yeversed its gadum
to doyoots the Ixd Geners) Kleotioms 1962, Aocowdingly,
the AFELC Counedl of aotimn which met a$% Ehillomg on

the 6th Ootobey 1D6¢ vesolved to condest ¢he elestions
and that ail sucseseful candidates should wesign thels
wenbership from the Assendly by the 244k October 1962,
this dsous sgain Drought e aDl4t 18 ke AFHLC whexe

fauy of sieven AFELC NLas (H.B. Polwima, R. Tharmluwe,
R, Nemin and %, Saugw) deolined to yesign.

Anpthey oreck in the APHLC ook plase in 2e
saotnd pavk of 1962 wiwn on the 304 Gotcber, 1962,
the APHLC deocldeld nos to wesors S0 its nou~violens
direct aoticon pregraune due o the Chiness aggressien.
The Nieo Union (& cmstituemh puart of the APHLC) adepted
a yobyllious adtitude amd partsd conpany from the APELC



In thw Yyé-olections that followesd on the 24%h m,

1963 (to #2421 up vecancien cuused by the yosignetion of
seven APHLC KLip), the APELC in the Niss Hills was
besten by the nev extyenist party, tho Hico Nationed
Front which damandel seosnsion from Indla and fought the
elettion on the iesus of an Indeponders Hise HNepubilde
(MLcoran State) and ne longew for & ELAL State. In thess
olrcusatances the APHLC lest groand dn Sho Niso IRLls
and reneined senfined t0 the Nowth-Unchay Ellile, the
Ehaoi and Jaintiap Bile and the Oarc Tils.

The upe and dowms of the struggla, the vebusfs
and dissppointments, howsver, 44 not Sty the APHLC
fron pussning its cheviahed goal, Through sontinuous
dislogues vith the Goveranent of India wamlons provosals
wore presentsd and discusesd and whish wre of thax
dssarged or unimplenented.'® e proviem for the vime
being seemel %0 defy all solutions, Put the ssarch s
not gven up snd no yardy banged the dooy on the othay,

16, BStarted with t1» EBcottiah Tattera of Adnintetration
1960, Hehra Pilmm of full Autonowy 1963, Patesksy
Comnteninn 1968, Hegional Jederal Plan 1967 and tis
Asoka Mehtn Committee 1967,
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At Aast & National Ocncensus emerged when c:L70.
Beptenber 11, 1968, the Govermeent of Indis amounced
its Secision t0 cxeats an sutoncmois state. The cloud
of fastionglism wioh loomsd Lawvge om the AFHLC hewisen
wos still vieidle oven in the last stage of i '
suscensful strugmle Sor statehood. The Medernl Flmm
(Tishnu fahay's piwposal) snmownesd by the Government
of India =L 7:d Juuary 15, 1967 to veerganies the
State of Assanm on & pattern of the iusleigh 186T-1914,
dfvided the APHLC into Swd groups = the extrenists
snd the nudevaten.

The mun itk Hoover Wcﬂu. m&wﬂu
ianmh and otheaw weuld not buldge dn fnek ¢o think of
participation in thw joiant decuseion over the sube
B4ste or Paderwl Plan while the notMretes like
3.B. Lyngdoh, E.8. Lyngdoh, J.Ds Pohrwman, Capt. Sangas,
2.8. Nyndish weye in ﬁmﬁr of participation in the
Joint dlswusnion. DPut the Joins dleocusaion 4ld nob
bring eny resulf,. As & matter of fhet Wie twe Yarties
pavied company Witk bittemess., Fastionglien o%i)1
teok & stsonghold vith the munoumosment 92 the Union
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Eome Minieter (Y.B. Chavan) on the t48h May 1968 that
the Plan sontsmpleted ‘Hr the Govwermment of India for
the seorganisution was cxrestion of the sutoncaeus state
witidn Assam. Although the Ples was not fully spslled
out, 4% was Jumnonaed that the AFHLC lsaders who wve
Presint in Deihi had uncontitionally ecoepied 4he
Flmn, Theyefore the reiicel group wvithin the pamy
was very unhappy, JFourtesn persoms insluded some
olyole orgurioers and volumtewers of the Foa-Violent
sction organisntieon of the APHLO formad am ad-hoo-
Committaes t0 challenge the APHLC lesdere, Hopingstome
Iyngdoh, Ohisf organiser of the veluntesrs wing, Xhasi
Ellls, who was sxpslled fxan the pordy oa the ‘;?nt July
1948 fus ¢ ha grave indieciplinary eotion Jeined
he extreninta Brunsh of the ad-hovcomnivtes asd

- foymed ® Parsilel crganisation known as the HI11 Otate
Pecbles' Demooratic Pavty in Oetober 1968, Dut with
the emergenoe of the BSFDZ, factionnlisa and defestion
434 not come %0 an end ia thw APHLG,

" 17. Llyngdoh,; R.85., GQOveranenty sad Politios fn Megtalaye
(unputdiched Theeln), June1976, p.616, o
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Anothey Phase of footionaliss took Sts shape
in 1973 soun after the foymation of the fulfledged
st of Meghalaya. B Qe Swu. one of the pnnlndnrt
2 garen fn the APHLC, & genuise spokesusnt of the rarsy
i% Partioulsr and of the poople in gwneral, during the
struggles for & sedarate MLl Stats, chaliengmd the ety
lendsrehiip by making charpes of sorxuption and siminise -
Srative 1aDoes agatnst the APELC Gowernzens,'®
Thexefere, e %0 his andepariy activition e ws
expelled from the party in 1974, FHe formed his own
Pavty, the Fubtlie Damend Implemsntation Comnittes wileh
im laver on lmown ss the Publie Demand Iapleasntation
Canvension that brought a spllit is the Parsy. The splis
within the party 444 net end vith the expuleion of
Ge G Bwell. BRather it widewed whea the Oongress-APHLO
nergey Lesue came W LOF csiderwtion on the st Wownder
1978. The APALC hed an slectoral allisncs wish the
Comgrese in 1572 snd fusthey in 448 04%h sesston held
st Sk1long on $he 19th and 20¢h Jume 1573 yesclved that
1% "shall conmtinue to mafntain and strengthen Lts

18, HNy. G.G.Bvell's letter dated Ootobey 2,1973
sddremssd S0 Ny, P.R., Eyndiah, densral Sgoyetary of
;h;#l‘ﬁhﬂ in » hmmi" Ke. G.G.8well dxmpulled,
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selaticnaip vith the Prins Nini ster and hey Derty, the
Indlsn Nationel Congrens ot all lsvels®, Inspite of
1t velterution %o extena ite cocperntion wAb the
Congrens,; scovhew National Politios tock a thweatening
‘tum with the provlssation of Wational Huewsgeney |-
Lye June 28, 1975 when the Gongvess leaders took L% as
an opportunity 40 btring She APHLC under the Congress
unbrella. So ont of fear for any cmsequemee s favtion
of tin APEBLC legiclgtorw end camcillors decdded of
Mendipathar to verge with $he cmm. VLeh such &
decioion, the Satemmpl wnity and integridy of she party
wore at otaké snd ¥is APELC ckos again, bwoams o house
divided against Ltsslif dnto two fastions, In the
Generul meating o2 2Be AYELC held =( 70U November 1,
1976, OCapt. Dangmn the then Chief Ninisvexr of Meghalayn
and FParty president decimmd to ba the Nowasbar 16,1976
as the date for the Hedlpalhay Cmiwrence ¢o diswuss
the Lfamediste Congress-APHLC merger fLesus very mush
afnined $he will of B, B, Lyngdoh, 6,D.D, Elobols-loy,
PoBs Kynidiah and D,Ds Pugh (wenier party mesbevs ond
oabimet minfatexrs in the Sangsa‘’s uiniwiyy) amd _
R.8, 1gagdoh, speaker of the Assembly. As o weastion



40 the Presidunt's decieion, they deeided not 40
Participate in the Nendipathuy conference though affireed
. 4he party's Lalth sand full confidenss in the uaique
deslioratipy and statemmans¥ip of the Prdme Rinietex,

mvd, Indire Gunant]® kGle diw ethew fastion dncluding
B. Bayeh, Sanford L.Navak snd & large nuader of NhAs and
RDOn under tha leadershiy of Capt. Bongna atéendsd the
Mendipathar sonference whers they decddmd 4o lesve the
Party and l'ui-u with ths Congiuss "in zesponse ¢o the
desiye of the Frime Ninister, Snt. Indire Genshi sud her
Party Loy the laxger and fuller intewests of the pecdle
of Meghaleza in pavticular ol of the country in genewad™
and snnvweedthe alesolution of the ARHEC, «~ &% In
Wovenbey 18, 1976, Capt. Sargma and his suwpowtere

betame the nembers of the Congwess Party, It would not
W wvreag to sgy, Bowewey, Yhat 4hay joined the Congress
Party nos Loy peoplia's or soumisry's interest Bus fo»

19. Bxtraet %sken fyom 4ha yesolution passed by thw
Bxecutiw Oommitsee 0f the APIIC hald st Shillomg
on the 104k am 1190 Nowadbey 19785,

20, Bmtrxatt taken fyom a resclutiom eadopted at thw
. Rendipathar Comfeyence, 164h Nownber 1976,
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sheir own politioal futuve as the Congress Pariy &8 that
tine we & ruling porty at ﬂu sentye as wll e in nost
of the States with great patyonsge at its dispossl.
Their action in turn contriButed ¢o a severe split fa
the party whioch amounted to she wening influgnse of the
ARHLC 4n Neghalerys. Jurther, a8 the initiatiw of
Gap¥. Sangea, $he Meoction Otumtssion of Indis freened®
the “Flowes* as an eledtion synbol of the APHLO in
Meghaleye end Amsan.?? 10dle the leyal battle centinued
in the Supreme Coust of Indle, the Sth Paxitmsentuyy
eleetion aleo oame. The APHLC nininees, Kr. F.R, yndiah
and Ny, K Marak had ¢0 ued "4he scales” and *Two Leavs”®
yospeotively, as theliy eyubols. Ismoreiised by vhe loss
02 the reserved ayabcd; $.0., pubiie confusion as &
orvuls of "Flower" being fwomen; the party wmas pushed
0 the second position in the Ture Pariisnentady
sonstitumcy and #to0d 1ast fn the Shillcag Parliswens
tSary ssab.

To understand the lstest Dlase of feotionaliem
in the APHLC, the changse of Jovernnent in the DPresent

£2%. HRiseticon Commission of Indis, Notl fiontion
Oxdey Lasued on 185% Fedyuary,19T7.

28, Maeotion Commission of Infla vids L4 Notifieation
No,. 56/68, Tat Dooszsder 1966 hps allotted *Flower®
as the yese rwd spabdl of the AFHLC,



-sgssubly are €0 be taken Inte emsideretion., Herxo &
refarente may be made to the entyy of $he Congress and

- the HEFDP dnto the thigd gowrymment, that 1s, the
Unt4sd Hegheleays Parlismentuvy Damosratvie Fortm wileh
sarked a great develorment dn the peldtie of the

Btate viseaevis, the orgarisation 0f the APHLO, Vhathes
bistory mepests 188812 or not; the election soeme of
1972 voye savtainly nod yepsated Sa 1978 vhea the

ARELC secuped only 16 sests in a 60 menbter sasenhly

and 1ot vithout o lénder. P dus to pubiio pressure
the APHLC along with the osher non-Congress pavtiss,
the PIIC end the FIFDP, were sweyed to form s ocalitiom
governnmt which o¥ayed om the saddle of Dower fov
sloven scnshs aly (Mareh 1978 to Pedruary 1979). Ths
three party gowmneat uno fheing oxisls when thw ARPHLC
with & strength of 31 XLAs suvported by 3 PDIC MIas

rasd gned unae» the isadeyelip of D.D.Pugh who assmed
the offige as the APHLO Chief Kiuisten Dus She

one party Govormment (as clained by D.D. Pugh) was
wather weak a8t ahaky Ows to (&) comstant etrein end
stress smong the APHLC mealeys toth in the Periiementary
Wng and the Party organiestion, (D) the APHLO Nhis fros
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datntie Hilis have bacow restiwvwe ss thelw dtetriow

414 not yet faiy shave of miristerfal poad (Pugh's
sscond sinistyy was compossd of 5 fyom Gawo Rills,

7 #vom st Hills end t fyom Jaintis BRillse),

(a) exclusion of the party senior most wesbers iike
B.D: D, Nicholms=Hoay, 3.5, lyngloh fvom the cadinet,.

B. B, Lyngdoh a senloy payty mesbew, sav in is am
mmmtr %0 come %o powesr by objecting aud oxiticie
sing the inclusion of M,N. Najsw (FIIC) sm e ocabtines
wnd by shallenging the olain of D.D. Pugh that his

gOW ARt was a PUWLY APHLC gowrument. On %he basis
of thess faots, B.B, Iyngdch yesigwd frem the Parlia-
sentary farty and not foom She Parsy. Dut as & matter
of faot, Ma sspizvation to ohisf ministership made him
4o yesign and his pavsmel grulige agsinst N.W, Najaw
was usel as a sowy 0f gll Ms plens ad tanas, D

Weh his wesignation, a taus plotuse of the lukest
phase of the AFHLC fastionaliss took i¢s shaps snd ceme
40 1light in the asseunbly shem Iyugdoh lens hs suppors

235, *"The APHLC legislators Imn his »Lm anlr too well
baoauss & LESWY cunmaning for léesdereny in
4he Farty wos saldrosped by Wy, Iyngdoh 40 4Ylem
B8l s00 9in Others who Joined the APHLC lgteor
subssribeld %0 the L14ea of My, Iyngick for forming
snother governmend®, S¢on;l, W., Noaghglers Yosxr
m. ‘9”' Poﬁﬂ. o
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%o the condined opposition partiss wid oh subsegumily
forued theuselves iInd0 wliat is known as the United
Neghalaye Parlimentary Demooratie Forum undsy his
lsadeyehip on the 17sh Apwil 1979 and formed the
Govsrunent on the Toh May 1979, Twuly speaking, Lyagdoh's
oe to olite® winintership and the defead o2 D.D.Pugh
sarked ¢he end of an epooh charestertasd W ¢hw doni-
uande of the APHLC &n Megluleys and iundticated & severe
split in the Darty Widh preminently stands &ivided fnde
tve factions APHLC(D) andt ARHLO(M). WESh suek develop-
ments, & thres day AFHLC Genezel Omferenes was bela

8% Bhddlong (810 Nay,1979) to sclve Yhe prodles amd

40 snsure the unity snd integriéy of 4h» yarty as well
as %0 yeplace the nevily formed UNFDF govermaent.

Ny, ILyngioh also attended the conferinos anl never gave
_ up the elaim Ihat he along with the other six dlssidents
APHLC menbops { R.Momin, P.Ssanges, ¥.3. Nomin, G. Mavek,
Zs Momiw, D,D. Lspeng )l NLis smd 5.0, Lyagdeh NDO)
wor® atill fin the Pardy though he strmgly slleged

about the intespolations 0f the party dseision of the
Confeyener, He further denied of any splis in 2w Pariy
when he stated “I¢ fs ay proposal shich was sosepted
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by all €0 avert & eplit in the Perty*, “ina clatmea

that she Jorun Govermment was s parviyless goveranent.

T support e olaim, be convensd a Genewal Comferense

tn dhe 26+h and ATk iy 1979 at ¢the National Durdar
HEall Ehillieng., DPut the hﬂnﬂ‘%hhﬂdﬁuﬂoﬂ
Binself from the original APRLC beoaues of his anti-
Pardy poliocies snd sotions which aimed 40 styip avey

10 meal Smage of the parsy. )

The gap betueen the Tuo faotions was fuxther
widened when the smior londsrs of the paxdy like
Wedy K Marak, G.D.D, Nisholo=Buy, PR Nyndish,
DD Pugh and others who omm themnolivon to be on the
vanguard of the Yarty crgamiceiicon made no move te pateh
up and yeomolls with Lyngdek ond termed his sonferenes
a8 Lllegal and cosplete violation of the sonstitution
of the A¥HLG, D.D. Pugh, the ameChief Mini ster amd
Party General Soretary stoted that “Iymedoh amd his
. gWouD veye url thoy meubows of the APHLC now had say
sonrs odhion on 1ink wish 43 after their expulsica fyem
the Perty on the Sist Hay 19192 the slaiwe ana

24 Wdoh statenent mads on the 1Gth Ky 1979, quoted
in the Asnan Teibung, WNey 11, 1979,

2%. FBxtraoted from the Fress Melsase of Ny, D.D.Pugh,
Gonoral Sacorriavy, ATHLO, gquoted in U Nemplisns,
Augast 8. 1979, - .
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counter-olaloe of the two faoticns may giw us &
quention «= whioss Puvty As the real APHRLC? If we
exasnine the strangth of Mas group of sevem wenbers,

only two were slected on APHLC tioket Bus the sest were
4he defectors elested on HSFOP and Congress t4ckedw, S
Fupthew, 4t was ¥lially lesms that Jusk bafoxe the end
of Mg tenure of shief mindsterahip, Ny, Lyngdoh was
t0)d bty the Chlef Rlection Comzissiconer of Indla that
She APHLC(R) was She real APHLC,

Undoy the teous of the serfont solemn sgreement
sigaed by the lesdaxg of the APELC(E) CongroeseI ena
HIFDE whe formed the MIDP «infc sprdl 1T, 1919,
fyngloh was o e in 4im a&ﬁ.m of Chie? Hinleoternliyp
for 2 yoore { May T,1979 €0 Hay 7,1081).afber videh
%0 e pusccole? Iy Copt. Bangom (Conpress-Y). As the
daye ¢f bgndiag ovoyr ehmrge were kncoking at the doer,
the APRLO(B) wep fun a &ldamn. It was on ‘e growd
sin® BoB, Nynglok Snitiated m wove for e wo~union of the
dut factioms of the ADULC by crguricing e neeting ca
she 15e14 Juun, 1900, b Af ylelded no e, However,

I ) i i

26. MQM“ with S.D.D, Hiehols~Ioy sitting APHLC
MLA and s of the four vios-presidinis o2 4'»
Farty ea the 2Tsh July,1980.



the heprs fo theiy ré.umics get & botéer rwaponce in
their meetinge 101e on the 4th Fovonber 1960 eb Sxillosg,
on the 6th a¥ Tute snd Teh ot Nesdirethaw, In Vhwso
maetings she twe fcticns expressed their hope for o
yecunion befove Sho end of Mareh 196177 Alsroum

their contimucne discumsions over ¢he yeesunion Lesme
appeared in different losed i!tpem of m&lt__!axo he
posritidity of Whely yewunion, emly 4ime scn tell aw wovt
of the ATHLO(X) membere vho are om the wenguawd of
the perty ore ot Wanissur on thic Lesun, A conventien
wes bald ot Shillong E:.L’H,-‘« Aprdl 1D, 1981 %o imcuns
the major fosuen emfyronting the parmy in partiseriay awd
tha stete in pondmel. 2his sonvention pawd the wyy

for the Dilmn Joins Mesting of the APHLC, held on t1e
26«29 Dooembew, 1981 under the Uhalrrensidy of A, Uariri,M.P.,
as a wellator of the two feotiore wiioh for 9he fMrwt
Sime afier the wplis, inaicctad the poseibliiiey of
re-uniting tho two fnetionr o svident from its pesclu.
ton o IS wms agreed that amoefHmmard, the party
should funstion as one holy amd mtidy.... 4 special
sesnsion of the msate level conferenss of the party be

i Novaerbor 10, 1980,
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oonvened by the pyesidmt,.. to consider She wmilationsiiy
of the APELC with other parties and alwo other vidal
natésrs confronting the party and the Hiate’. Inspite

of 4his resolution re-union had not tekem place,

Tind alone can tell ¢he fats 4f the resolulion and

the ye-union of the Swo faoctions of she APHLC,

Thue & study of the APHLC faothonal polities
say be ssoridbed o the sireined relationship Bestwen
the organioational snd the paziismentary wings. In faok,
this L m styuggle for power and :!ﬂ-andﬂ.m Put ¥his
4% not s new phanonmenca in ¢he oondext of party
politics of the Indian states or Insia as & whole.
he higtowy of Bxitish Parties at the end of the 19¢h
éentury shows that the developusat of Farty structuw
Save yise to rivalyy Between the orgmisstional lesders
and the pariissentary representatives. The largey the
organisation, the stronmr the rivalry and the more
doss the suthority of parileamtary wepresentatives
decvesseto the adventage of the suthority of the
orgenisntional leadezw,

The genenis of the APHLC ghows that 1% started
o8 a Dlastform Tor a movenent &o fAight forw a sesparate



62

M1l stats btut tyansformed iteel? Lnte en effective
polisionl party in 4he hande of adis lesdere like
Capt. Sangns, D.B3. Lyngach, G.0. Swell, R.8. Lyngdoh,
BeXe Nawak; 8.D.Ds Nicholu-Hoy, B, Bazreh, F.R. Hnaieh
and othera who intered She governmemnt and etntyolled
the party organisation simultenssusly. Howwver $he
orgarisational wing has not been nmnmq&! after
ts crestion of Moghnlaym. I emid riewer establish
its lesderehip over the Farlisentazy VWing, Twly
sysaking, fastions in the AFHLC have &wiloped mo%
Beesuoe 52 the gap Detwesn the ozganisational and the
Parlisnentary Wngs tat besavee of sherp &iffewences
asyem: She twe powerful groups owx the APHLC-Congress
nevgey Lsene and aled owr lesdersidd sonfllots smong
the fyouteranking peysonslities, Noxeovey, the
Prodlen of swelprocal welationship batweer the orgontie
sationpl leaders and Veriifasssniarxy mpresmbatives

wau not acuts with the AFHLCO since the paviy leadews
held both eleotive mandabes fyom the electorate and
deading posibion in she pm:.” Denooraty regulzes

28. Yor exwiiple Capt, W.d, Eanges was the Fariy
Rronidont ad Chief Mimiater axd D.D. Pugh was aled
the Chie? Rinleter and Party General Hecretary
sinultansously.
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Shat parlisssntary representatiwe shoula take
Precedenss sver the party leaders md Shw slectorate
rsr the meubers Of ¥he Darty, sincs the electors
sonatitute & Larger groud than payty mealers who ave
fncluded in L4, 27

2. Duvompeny, M., SB.gid.s P.18Q,
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ZLBRCYORAL PREFOBUANCE OF THE APRLO



o know how the APHLC controls as well =8
influsnces policy &oisions snd maintaine legitinscy
in Heghelayn, tiis chapter L¢ PFoDoasd 40 study tiw
slectoval performaneos and role of $he APHLC in the
Aptenbdly snd Pariisnentary Hlestions,

Bleotions are not vaknown in the tyalisiond)
socledy of Heghnlaya, Buk 1t was the Government of
Ingia Aok, 19355 which for th-_ﬂ-.ni Sins attenpied
Y0 break the oake of cuatom and Denebruted Lnte the
politsical emsoiousness of couparativwly lawge
seoticas of sovisty by grenting etatutory repressnte-
tiom to the hill ?ﬁph in the Assem lagislatiw
Assembly., It allotesd twe ssats %o the Gave Milis
Distyi ot and thies sests %o the Dasi-Jaintia Hllls
Distyi ot and one sent S vemm in Shillong end with
14, the Sistyiots further aswumed s soolal, polivicel
and moral reslity wiwn the new politicel odesses Began
their sduostion im the theory and prectice of Swmogratie
politios. The APHLC !iud the slestorste foy the Tives
e dn 1962, The gemewnl slections provided sa
opporswnity %o the new leadeys €0 mobilies Yhs differens
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ssotions of the State and artiovlate public opinion
for the ¢weation of a separate Hill State and enter
the covridow of power, The APHLC wid ok emerged fvom
She Al fferent political parties of dhe HLIIs was nod
s 014 =8 the other regicnal partiss of tiw other
States, Iut this A4 ecgur wll for the APHLC Beosuse
proto-nationalisn gos entyenched &n the 1Lfe of the
vayty., Though tlwre were other politicel partiss fn
the fleld, the yeal ecntest in woet of the pariissentexy
and assenbly sonstitusncien was batwesn the INC and
the APHLC. The foower stodd for Demooracy and
Scotiah Pattern of adninistretion. Wiils she latter
st004 for a espuvate Hill State. It is ageinss thise
taokgrounid that we now wmm to study +he olmgaux.
polities of the APRLC in 4he four Genewal Blections
hela from 1962 to 1978,

Pegore 19712, the omotitubing dlwsricts of
Keghalays, Oaro Hlilo ond the Unfted Thasi-Jatutia
Hille wore 2lvided into nine ssyritorial censtituencies
(Zour in the Gaxo Mlls end five in the United Xmast-

- Jatntio Hi1ls) and two peridomentary ccnstisuanoies -
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Yha autemocus Distriets ( Rmsiedaintin Hlle and the
Worth Cachar Hillm) and the DMmwed Parifamensayy
scostituemicy, Garo Rl wes sattached %o L4, Dus wmder
subeteotion (4) of Seevion 20 of the Novth Pastewn
Arvess (Byporganiansion) Act 1971, the Meghalays
&i@hﬂw Ancanily wes allotted eixty wsats of witdh

itey wire messrved for the schedulsd tw¥ibes snd two
sests in Tok Saths,

How 2ot us study ths slestoral parformancos of
the APHLC 2 1962, Zhree seats were allotted %o the
Fiso Hills. The Migs Union (which beocane & constituens
pert of the APHLC in 1960) est up thzes candilates
avalleble in 1962, In the Alenwl Bast and Wes¢
oonstitusncles, ¢1eye was o straight contest between
the APHLC siid ¢he IHC; 4n 4+de Iamgliel oconstlivomey
thers were thres candidates in she #ZLeld. A1 the
thewe oeate wewe wott by the APHLC, In the Mikiy Hile
ani North Cachaw Hills with two and ons eead
vespsotively, the APHLC lost all the ssats, The INC
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won all of then. Dut fu the Jayo Allis aw! the Unimé
Khust-Jaintia Hills out of nine seats, eight were

won by the APHLC wedl the Fhmlbewi svat fn ¢be Ouro
 Blis went 4o the IH0.

The zesvlts of ths thixd Assembly Oeneral
Elavsions 1962, show the povularity of the AFPHLC fn
She Niso, Oaro snd the Unived Rhasiedaineis Hille,

I4 secured slaven out of Hfeon serts allotted S0 all
fBiils Metdots in ¢he Assem Tegislature. Jven with
such spectaculsy vickery, the demand for & separate
HILL State wan not vonoeded, Therefors, So dmonstrate
Aty svength, 42 JPHLC salled o 4%s eleched mesbere
in vhe asmerbly %o wesigi, In the Mise BAdls cut of

Yhawe only tvo (Samywwigs and Chiungs) wesponded %o ¢iw
eall bud ne¢ Thanliwe, Widle in the Gewo, United MNesi-

Jalntia Hillis out of #Sah¥, shves Qeciined 4o wvesign.

*’I_'n |3 Judy 24, 1963, there was o-tye-slaction
%o the v;md-n caussd by the mesigation of the
seven APHLC menbure, But the perforemsnce of the AFHLC
ot somewiat disaprointing, The slump in the popularity
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ef the Davky was Jue 4o the groving popularity of the
Higo Norional Front in Mise Hills wid el won the dwo
ssats available for sontest md alec dus to e
dscdision of the AYHLC $o0 suwpead L4s non-soopesetion
asd non-violent Alveet astion prograsms whioh imduoced
the Nimo Unicn to adopt & Fedellieus wttitais againse
£he APHIC as well as 40 aliengte L4sel? from $he APHLC
and dectasd 40 demand & Separute state for the Wimow
wishin the Indien Union.’ #ms fa 1963, the APHLC
lost gyound in the Rigo Bills,

Yo ahall now conulder the pexforcavioe sf the
ARILC in tho Fourth Asosmbly Genewvel HMeetions 1967,
An stated bofore, the APHLC wdeh lost gyound in the
Mino Mlis in the later part of 18863, was #0121
funotioniag dn the Xikir and Worth Caochay Hills butb
it wes not as popUlary and cotive as in the Gavo and
Unitsd Mani-daiatin Mlilp, The AFHLD seteny four
candt dntys fn the two Mile Dlatrich (thywe meats
nllotted to tho Hilkis WM1le 6mt one to the NorthmCashaw
BAle) but Llosy all of tham in » straight emeest with

1. ARRLOC Bouvenisy, July, 1974y De%e
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the IXC, DBut in the Cawe and United Kinsi-Jaintis Mille
411 the nine seats alletted 46 shem wexe won by the
APHLO, The aesults of the Third and Jouwth Assawbly
General Blestions show that the Nikiy Eills ena the
North Cachay Hills were not in faveuyr of & separsie

ALl State, and that the APHLC wes viytually sonfined

%o the Garo snd the United Thasi-JaintSfe Hils Districts.

Zefore we DProdesd to the FifVh Assenbly Ggnerel
Eleotions beid in 1972, & mention must be made of the
yoar 1970, vhwn the avtonomous state of iuhlmg L
oreated with » sedarets Provincial Legislative Asseably
of 1%s own vhose menmbers wene ¢leoted By the elested
Honbays of the Distriot Counoils, sighWwen fHrom Whe
Ehand Bilils, sixtesn fyom the Gave Illls snd fouy fyos
4he Jaindle Hills and thses menbexs nomineted ky
the Uovermor €o represent vdw minorities (Assemese,
Bengaise and Nepales). In & foriyme senber Assembly,
the Uongress oould ceptuse only fony Sests amd the
APHLC with $Iiwiyfowr mumbers game ¥0 powey within
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teh youyw of St forantion. The firet General RMeotion
to the Neghalays lagislgtive Assendly was held in
March 1972, In a #ixty member Houss, the Gavo Mills
was allotéed twentrytousr seats, Of the twntytour
setas, twmty weve ressyvwd for the soheduled txibes,
he Xhauie Hiillas got thivty seats snd Jaintie Mils
six, Of the thivtpaix seats thiwiy sests wre seserved
for the sodeduled $rides. After the withivawl of

i vtyeighe canstdates, 198 candidates were in ¢he fyay
for sixty seats, Of thewe, the £NC set up twelwe
osngidatss {(six in the Gavo Hille, four in the Thael
Hills gnd ¢wo in the Jeinelm Fills) the Conmumist Fayty
of Indis set up ¥vo eandidates (one fn the Gare Mlls
and ons in the Khasi M1ls), APHLC set up 49 (18 in
4he Oavo Hilis, 25 ia the Theal Mlle and 8§ in the
Jaintiae Hills), There were 133 indspnamt eandidetes
tneiuaing HSPDP* cansidaten, Surprieingly, Bh the 1972

3. Sube-Bection(4) of the Section 20 of the Womthk
Bastern Aveas (Reworganisation) Ast 1971,

&4, The Party which oame ints existence in 1968, in
1972 wvas neither & recogniesd nor o zegistered party
and never Jud forward any notior $o that «ffeot ®
the Rgtuweing Officer anmd ¢he Chief Eleotowal Offieey
as Fequlzed wmdey paregreaph 13 of the RMection
Gynbod (Resszvation and wllotment) Order 1968,
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'. Jowai 37, 2. Nengtalang ST, 3. Rympa: 57, 4, Sutnga 57, 5. Nartiang S7, 8. Mynso-Raliang ST, 7, A lay ST,
t ®auangy, 9. Jeame ST, 18, Mawprem, 1, Son’nnng Cantcrmant, 12. taben, 13. Mziky, 134, Laitumsnran, %5, Neng-
tremwe, T, 16, Mengkhlow ST, 17, Nengpech ST, 76, fMwnati ST, 19. Sohryngeham 5T, 20. Mcongkrem 57, 21, Dieng-

‘enc 38 22, omroa 5T, I3. Mylliem ST, 23. Sohieng ST, 25, Nengspung 5T, 16, Mairang ST, 27, Psriong ST,

B owangstosn 37 29, mMawthengwut ST, 30, Llangrin 37, 31. Mawiyrwat ST, 32, sywsynraemS7, 33. 3neiia ST,

. Sonra S7 35, Nongshken 3T, 36, Lyngkyrdem ST, 37. Mahendraganj, 38. Dalu ST, 3. Dembui—ige 37, 40.Crokpet ST,
4 .5 ju ST, 42, Kengrenggivi 57, 43, Eang;eng ST, 44. Kharkutta ST, 45, Songsak 87, 46. Resubelpara ST, 47, Awndi-
puthar, 4R, Tikri¥:lia, 49. Phylbari, 50. Rongchugiri 57, 51. Bajengucbe ST, S52. Dadenggiri S7, 53, fongram ST,
S%. Salsetia ST, 56, Aamdiqirf $7. §6. RangSakora ST, 57, Tura 57, 58. Wwrapara ST, §J. Dalamgari ST ana

o . Ynlymorpara 5T,

<
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sscendbly elestions, the ruling APHLC vhieh had am
slectoral alliance with the Congvess (exoept in tiw
Jeinede Hills) suffered a merious sed book end Jush
Aaiagvd S0 e a Bare maJority of tHiwiytwe to enable
1% to form the Covernmmi (Congress ssoured nine sexts

and Independent nivesesn of whioch nine were HIPDP
sundidates). The APHLC wid éh had enevged as o wimer
at the Iustings in the 1972 Assembly Gensyel Hlsotions
tnpyoved Lts position subseguentily widh the help of
aome independents, The strength of the APHLC incressed
fyom SHxtytwt to thirtuine, The Congress also
inovenssd 14 strength from ains to twilwe,

he Reghalays politiow, however, toOk a Sharp
tum through o major split in the APHLO dn the
Nendiynther apocial cenfermos 0f the APHLC held om
the 16th Mowenbor 1976 &n which i4e Wmohadlmged leadew,
Capt. Smugme cnd m nwber of KLAs and NDCw dscided S0
dimsolyn the Ferty and uerge ftself ik e Congwvens,
Tie aomferencs weplaced the AFHLC governmens By
*he Congrews ¥hich wno ia power $4l1l the nexd genernd
sleotioas Mld - LT 3 Sebwary 25, 1578, Thowe weze
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262 ocandldntes in ¥he fleld, Stamngely snough
unone of the parties omtssted all the €60 sente., Ths
wuling Congvoss fielded 57 sandidates, APHLC 52,
HSFDP 35, Gongrems-I 9,. ~CFX 4 oa4a Indevendent 108,

By Mbrumay 1978, the Comgress Pavty had ressined
in pewsr for neaviy 15 monthe wifox heiped 1% %o
stvengthen 3o bass in ths Thani end the Gevo Mlis,
Purther 40 geve the Congwigumen s MHeling of xelief
sesalting fyom thelw diccovrzy thas the oppossdion was
hopelessly divided and oould pewer be unitod to
overthrow the govemonens. 0Onae overwholaing faotor in
favour of the Congress was that » sumber of indopeadents
&l ew=APHLC men wexe MOt apposad to the Consress ao
such bue 4o some APILG locdevs Snstond, and tHe previssd
sn oppovtunity fo ¢hs Cougrote leadors fov aancevering.
But surprisingly snough; no Doy won o workabls mejority,
Bven tYhe Congrees wrich Jad 35 loglalators before 9w
elections end with high expectations” wom omly 20 ssats.
The APHLC wem 16, the HPDY 14, FIIC 2 and Indepens
donts B, The olsotion resvdlse narkel the svldon wies
o2 tha ESIDFR and ¢he decline of tie JPRLO, Thoush mo
Party got & wrkable nxjori ty, e noeelongress
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AP OF FESRRLAY
5w TG

&0 [SIATY) NSSEMBLY AND
2{Td) AMRLIAMENTARY CONSTiTUENCIES

* 1y 60{sixty) Avsembly Constitvencies - 1979

ro Soetia, 2-Rymbai F-SutrgeSasnqpung, 4-Raliang, S-Nartiang, &-Nongboh-daniajer, T-Jowai. S-Mawrati,

somhongpoh, 31-Jirang, 12Mairang, 13-MongSpung, 14-3chieng, 15-Mylliem, 16-Malki-Nenythymma,
turaniran, 18- FAyntherty mEAvas J9-Riaw, 20-Mawshar, 21-Mauarem, 12-lacan, 27Mawlai, Z4~5S¢hryagenam,,
* wenn, 2rNorgkTRm 27-Lyngkyrdem, JR-Nzngshken, 29-Sonra, 3C-Shella. 31-MawSynram. D-Makyrede,
., KeNeniStoon, 35-langrin  3o~Mawthangiut, 37-Bagmara, SB-Rongrengqiri, ¥-fengieng, ~O-sharkutta.
Tecther, Ql-Rasudbglpara, 43-Scngsak, di-Bajengacba, 45-Tior:lla, 46-Ladeng~g.Ti, A7-Rongehuq: 7.,

Db, 49-86 abslla, SO0-Sulsella, S1-Remgram, 52~ ura, T3-Crokpot, S4-Xsrapara. 55-Daju, 5600 lamgiri.

LRl L ‘53-%;&!!9- ri. mwn' ka
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legislatore forndd the United Legisisture Party deing
the £irst ninistry in Yhe preswmt asssnbly whidi lasted
only far 11 menthe { 10th Merch, 1978 to 2let Februayy,
1979 ). Intverestingly enocugh, the styength of the
-partis s was 1ot the ssme, Thers wers detfevtions. ia
& conBeguents the styrength of sim ATHLT inereassd from
16 %o 3%; BSPDP to 143 PDIC from 2 Y0 3, whereas
Congress deolined from 20 %o 10 and independents from
8 0 2, The APHLO with & strength of 39 mbu-
formed the sscond minletyy in coalition with the ¥DIO,
B, B, Lyngdoh worked against the seoond sinistyy lewaded
ty D.D. Sugh and 48 the el of stength { - n
May 4, 1979, the AFHLC ministyy fall by 29 %0 30 votes
and suscesdsd by the United Beghulays Parliewentery
Democratio Fowum Government vhich (on the Teh Xay 1979)
souposed of 13 ESPDP, 10 Congress, 7 APELC(D) amd

1 PDIC. Nowwvey Lymgdoh's viotory and Pugh's defeat
indd cated not ondly u severs wplit in the APHLO Bud
als o nazked the mma of the Aomingnos of $hs APHLC
which emaxged an 41w leading eppomition in 4w Assendly.
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Neghalays is yepressnted in Perlisment by
¥ nenbars, one 19 thw Rajye Sabhs and $wo in the Lok
Sabha. DYefore 1972, two oests were allotted %o the
Gaxd and Kwai and Jaintie Mlls nanely the Aztehosous
DMasriots (52) and Dimbyl Parifasentury scustituencies
whieh, sinos the ersstion of Heglalays have been com~
vested tnto the Shiliong and Turs Parlissentary
Comstieuencien, As stated befove, ¥he APHLO fought
the Battle of ballot 4u 1962 Both to 4he Asserbly awd
Paviissentary Smeval Hiessions wden 1§ et up
G, Go Bwedl from the Autonomous {a®) Parligmentary
oonstituinoy swept the polls with w convincing wargin
of §1.03 pey mgﬂho sgainet Lts Congress xiwsl
candidats J.R. Iawviang with only 3B8.17 pe» eent bk
424 not content dn tiw Dimbryi PaviismenVeary constieney.
The fsllowing Sabls shows +hHe perfovmanes of the
i ffeyent parties in the Parileuéniayy Rleetios 1962,
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Wame of he Alecterates Valla votas Wo.ef Nase of sty Votes . e sen tage
Conatitusney - vollsd sests eanifdeboen :im we  oDEained £ votso

. AutonCMOIS o .n : - . 1.%. 0 5well’ ANDLO % . $1.83
* ?u;u)tm 320,132 1,48,551 ' 3. 3.5, Savdang INC 36,704 58,47
8T , : ,

2. Dimbxd 3.91,360 2,09,45% 1k R Erpasan- ' ' :
o * axin o 89,407 42,69
2, Sangum “ ‘
1 Rildenson WD - 61,00 29.55
Sl 2mwnd rep 58,57 21.76

5.

iy

2 e the General l‘ltmm %o the Neghulays hﬁmﬂw Asgendly and iﬁt ty-£lsction
the 2-Tare {82) Paritssentary Comstitommoay 1572, Blection Departmont of Meghelays, 1975,

»

8
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fhen ogmes 4he Nuwth Gemexsl Blsetions 1967,
both Pardiesntary and Adsenlily. The APHLC vhoee mudn
ohjootive vao the arestim of a separste siste dsdlded
$o beyoots the (emeral Flections bovatos o Cabites
Commd ¢tes vmdew the Cheirmsnantip of the Fowe Kinteter
ok Wanda regoamended » sudsstate wiieh viula have &
separate ieginlaturs, and a Jowolli cof Minteverw for the
HALIS but would eontinus €0 remein VAthiahe Stete of
Awesm. The Pyize MinSetey Nyw, Gundi cawe 4o Shillong
o the STk Droembey 1966 S0 akeouss this audieos Wik
*he AFHLOS Uhe APHLC presented s memorsndun demanding
s sepgrate HLL Gtate at a mamoth westing. Tho Prime
Pinistor verlied in genersl terms that thoxa should be
sons seorgenisation qhﬁ'eh would ged statue md A ity
$o Whe DAL pecple and on tha 29¢h Desosbew 966,
Snvided the APELC o Dedhi for aimeusoion om the 118k
Jeouary 1967. Tho weswit of ¥he disownim bebwesn the
Goverpment 0f India end the AFHLC was the doelsien of
the Goverann$ of Iadia %0 we~orgrodas the State @
Assam an the Dasis of o Mdorol strustume omferviag upm

- She 11 ayess equal stetus with the vewt of the Btate
&2 Asaan sancuned on the 19R Jonuvary 967, The APHLC
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welocmed the Flsn end yesclved %o ésontest the General
Eeotions and ¥0 postpone 195 non-violent 2lweos setion
pyogranne sshaduled to commince o the 17¢h Jgruwry
1967.5 2¢ then esteres she slectoral Bavtle oo the 'ES2L
State’ Lesus end won Nt saly the assenbtly sests in the
Garo and Khastedaintia Mille bub slso the sutoncwsus
Dietrt cts (52) Paxiiessntory senstisommey in o stvaight
ommtend with the ING, Tatle=IX shows the slestorsl
perternatse of ¢l Alfforent Paviies fu +he Mowth
Pariigaentary Geneynl Mections, 1967,

The stuvinoing suvcess of tha APALC im the Fourth
Pard.ismentary Gmersl Rliestions is an sloguess vostineny
%o tha Forularity eof the Farty ssong the Kwusis and
the Garxes and hessuwss oOf 148 exciling ¢‘RI11 Btate' dssue,
61.35 per sant of votes of % pedls were with L4,

In the mid-tern poll t0 4he Lok Salha in 1974,
the APHLC as in tilw previocus Genersl Blestions ecatested
only in the Autonomous Distxiots {(O61). These were
thres sandidstes in the field. 24 oandidate,

otk Snlasimisinepichnsminialpiibid Rammabhibiismbii et

‘0 Rao, Y.f,., ﬂ*d&" ”0“&1‘.



Neme of the Valid veies Wo.of Wome of Yoty Yotes  Percemtage
Pariicnentary polled stats ocmndidstes mm obtained of votee

cmﬁ. mw

1. AntOneaous N 3.5, G.Swe}Y " APUEC 192,422 61.355

g;;ﬂ“‘ 1,83, 24% 2.8.6. Nomin Ine 0,819 >e,.65
Te Fe Al - P2 Vol4, 141 53.”

2. Dhud . : *54e
oy _ , 1 QoA AXL Ine TT,83% 28.89
constivuemcy  2,69,4%1 S.N.R.Sazkar  IND 47,457 17,61

T« Nepork oa the Cenern)l Rleotiom, gp.cif.. .57,
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Pyofs G.Gs Gwell who tmounesd the $wo indpendent
sandidntos was alested for the thiyd 4ima 4o the _
Lok Habhs on AVELC siokel. The vokes pelisd by diffeymns
pertion 4n the MLk Lok Subhe Genersl Fleotions axe
shown in 77~ Table-IXX.

It say be noted, %that in the Thipd and Fourkh
Lok Sebha Genersl Hlesctions the Umgress Party was the
nain el to the APELC, But 4n ths Lok Sabhs mide
term PUlls, Slare was &N elestowal alifignee Behwem
the APHLG and ¢he Congress and instosd 02 the Jongzess
Payty, the breskawy RIFIP fyrmed by the dlsgruntisé
sl olssident APELC meabexs, nereld ae the largpests
Party €0 challengs the APHLC 48 the elestoral Dsttle,
The AFHLC.Congmun allimmoc wos hovevey, 2ok faveured
by 4he nesses ospocially in £he Wang Mhesd Hills W
du¢ ¢to the powecncl chariens srd oratowisl wkill of
*he APINC osnailaty (G. @ Syoll) and the euppors of 4¥he
Oongaors Rarty, ths ATHLO azain soopt the polis by
winning an adsclute majovisy of 51.24 per eent of
ohkes,



¥ame of the R ectorate Yalid vwoten ¥o,of Nane of Paxsy Yotes wm
sonsti tvonoy stors pollied seata onli it otrill- obtained of votes

t. B.Singmar Imn 27,140 15, 52

1+ ARt onomons §,17,306 1T 140 1 2e G G BSewld - APHRU 50,112 59,24

i(ﬁ»;;ﬂﬂi Js He3. Lyngloh mn 59,220 - J3.44
{(59) .

1o J.lxngea 15D 7.578 2.7%

| 2 3.idmed PSP 30,478 11,63

nm e secs o Dishumae wm o mm e

Sonstituenay 5. ¥.Iolcm mu(w} 5,185 .99

6. B.PoBarisrhe I 2,561 .98

T R we(s) 4,230,226 69,19

3' TM"’ 9'“0
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A% wtated sarlier, undéy subesection (4) of
Sestion 20 of she North Fastemm aress (Re-omganisail on)
Act 1974, sixty ansendly oesats were asuigmad to
Neghalays with two Parlisssntary constitusscies, SHillwmg
and Tare which sucoesisd the Autonomous Digtxlots eand
Dhubpd constitencies respedstiwely, Weh sudh new
arrangsoents, the Xlestion Comnission of Indis vteok up
$he work of recrgenisation and delimtngtion of the
Paritlenentary and assenbly semstituencies ia tiw new
State throuch 4ts Deldmination Order publiehed om the
24%h July 1972, She ssid Commission fupiher wide St»
notl tloation ovder dated Nebyusry 4, 1972 called upma
the G=Tura (82) Pariiementary eemstituencay to have &
bre-sleation %o the Lok Halha and 24 assesdly ometi-
twengden 9 slect menmdars £0 the sew Neghalara
Legislative Asceohly simulteavecusiy, Two candidates
Junped into the elestion amwns 2yom the Q-Tuve
Paxlissmiary ooastitusncy, Bronson MNomin snd Inznesk
Nayek, Thaiy votes polled is shown in ,Tatle-1V,



82

Neus of the g _ o.0f Wews of Pavty Votes  Perecentage
sonntitusncy ¥lsotors fm‘ rotas n:uu eandidntes sfm oMained wotes

' 1. Dromaca Momin Im 16,189 29.76
t. 2-Yore{32) 1,48,206 84,400 1 2, Toruosh Nerak  APHLC 3B, 21t T0.24

%e IHeyort on the Jemeval Elsction, GR.difes Pe4dt,
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Ihe INC wiioh had s eleotoral alliance with the
APHLC a4 not contest in the satira(8®) Tok Bathe Blections
1972, ThedAPELC, therefose, with the Mull suppoxt of the
INC, easily swept 44 Polle against 1es independent »ival
sandidate with T0.24 per vent of votes.

The Pyesidmtial Geclaration to dlessclw
FLAE Tok Badhs and the deolslien %0 hold the Bixsh Lok
Sabha General Meeticns in Nawoh 1917 were seceivea width
wuch snthosiame in Neghalays. Bach Politieal Pariy
waatad 48 Vest Lt polithcol stand, The twn reglonal
partive, the KIPIR and $he ARHLO otaryied Lnmediste
negotiotisang to havs somd sorh of electoral undlsratanding
Wat fulleds The decdsien of $he Blestion Coemission
which fresaed the ‘Flawer' a3 ths yesezved Jiection
ayabed of thy APILC infiucauosd the XIPDP 4o sut up i¢s
o sandtinta fron the Shilidap Pariisucniery constituemey
anid ¢ ppord the ARMLE oandidate o the TFuwe
Parliawntary somsiftusnoy. In vise of the ordsy of
the Bleootfon Ccondssion of Indls dhay the APHLO was mo
imgar & vocognised political party, the APFLC finally
nesineted MoK Narck and PeRe Bmiieh oy the Tuse awl



Shiliang Ferlisxentary cmsistumeties yespestiwly wvhoss
noaination papers were svospted as Indspsadent sandidaten
with 'The Twe Isaves' sad ‘The Seales' as their symbols.
Duomina by the lons of & ﬁuma"mhoi,-. L84y
APHLC supptriers 06pouially in the rurel aress becems
confuend ae & Weult of Flovoy being Lresen and publde
opinien was SIRrply lviMé ea e surger of the APHLO
with the Congress, *be purty lont both ke Fariiewmtary
seate 4o vho EPDR, Yng 4ne Concress. The pestvson
osoupied by 1o Alfforsat psrbies fo the Jimth Lok Oadha
Generel Elsctions fram ¢he Tdllong end Twwe omevitue
sncles In ahows 4n PatloeV,

The reculis of the Sixth Luk Sathe Eleetions
maxked the dooline of ihe APHLG and the xise of Both
the R3XDF and %he Congrves Pariy. Thon eones the
Ssventh Lok Sabhs Oeneral RAlsotions in 1980, OFf the
two meads allokted te Nogholays, sflections weres Deld omly
11 ¢he Ture Parliewntery omstitumoy snd not in ¢ie

b 3 P

10, HAPDR yidel o mooognised by the Meotion Osunission
of Indin o the 254h Jarvayy 1970 and 142 smmaidstes
wers teisted ag Indcpemimts even Hy tiw Oixéh Iok
fabha General Rlsotions, 1977.



Nome of the Sotal Total votes Total votes No.of Neme of Party  Votes  Pevoen-
eonstituensy Hlisstorste pollsd wiid : seats eandidates af?ili. obtoine tage of
_ 1.0,G0wl2  IND 38,841  21.08
$.2MM1mg  5,41,910  1,90,149 1,064,146 1 ;;g;g;gm,,, nz i gg;gg’., g’;ﬁ"a
7% % . N m AFELC 33;605 20, 9‘
2o Turn 1,088,416 T4,395 69,900 1 2Mody LNarek AMMLG 26,358 2 3T.56
BePe AoBungm ING 40,280 57.64

11,  Nexbalavs Xieovion Handbook, Webruary, 1978, .22,



AMlliong Pardlenentary oconstituency cm acocunt of the
"Torelgnere® dusue. There were four oandisates in the
fyay. The suscess ©0f the Cmgress-I candidates further
veveals the sxoding populaxity of the APHEC widoh was
pushed down o the ssoond position. The factorm and
sxunes WMok seasributed €0 the wening infiuence snd
diffevenes in woting bHebaviour of ¢l APHLC ave given An
she folleving pages. -

The APHLC wiieh same in%o exictenos in July 1960
wAS Pather & Platform sonsisting of the representatives
of the Aiffevent political Dartiss of the Rill Distriets
in Assam TS gradually, mdsy fortuktous eireumstanced”,
’-‘u bevame & Polivical Pty and fought the NBedtle of
dallot in 1962, two yours after 14s dirsh %o both
+he Assently st the Fariismentury Usnowal Niestions,

An o asttey of fact, the hetory of the APHLC fyom 1580

40 She enid Of 1971 war lawgely o Maetory of & HLIL State
Hovemsnt and "sny au-‘z:n in the bandwagom of the movement
$s a menber of the AFELC", "7  tme Gunem) Mleoticns of

~

12. Zakyatein, B,H., "Zest w fOrgeV....%,
ARFLC Souvyandye Joly 1974, De3%s -

13. IXid.s ¥
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1972 vere the Phrwt nhnum in & aew State, Neghalays,
The post Meghalaye APHLC was 1198 ©f what 1% wes in 1971
whars €he oloud of L4 Asolining influside Began 40 Joom
lavegs owy its hosdgom an evidant Zfrom the election
vesulys of 19T, 4 eaweful analyais of the results
sevesls the faet thas while the party ma somendatly
in the Gavo Hills, its verformmos in the Xhasi and
Jaintin Hills wes wmthey poowr. In 4he Gave Rills the
Party omtented 18 ot of 24 cexts huving § seats
wcontested in favour of Sts paviner (the Coagrese) awd
bagged 17 seats and 1t DPartuer ssoured 8 out of € seats.
In tka Khasi 8i11s 4t coutented 25 oud of 50 leaving

4 seats in fevoor of the Congroms Porty bud ssouxed only
13 sekts while 4¢s elsotoral paritner bagged all the

4 nealn: In Jaintie HELIs, the Purty suffered a Iumilist.
Ang dsfuad where 4 oud of Ats § noriness wre rsuted =t
she hande of the knaepsndent cmdaldstes including the
RLLL State People’s Deavoratie Party's nominses. The
Yesults of the 1972 sasexbly Generel Elections Yius geve
'uiie 20 & gueotion =« why the APHLC suffersd o sed beck
se owm aftar Neghaleyn aelieved the statue of a



fulfiedged stste? The fastovs vhioh wre yespensible
for the decline of the APHLC weys — the Ocngvess Pawiy
was gained greund sianos the formation of Neghalays.
Genernlly spesking, in Meghalaya 2ike ia ¢he fills aveas
of the Nowth Hast Indis the slaotion rwsults heave showm
the perularity of the segional parties widle ngtional
Partise wasd wologatsd to & tormer sven m&?ﬂ-ﬁaa
«ad Union goverament - were in ¢hs hanids of the Congress
"r.ﬂw ﬁ Bus with the oplie of the ATHLO in the
Fallivathar Confevenos Novenbey 1976, the Congrens

Payty for the fixwt tiny oams S0 Porer in Meghalaya.

Wtk 4he installation of the Congpress govesrmnent, the
Party vhlch was Sn & state ¢f slow and steady growth
xenified in avery dlrvegtion which culninated in the Siwxtk
Lok Sabhe Hlestions 1577 when the Tuwe Pariimentayy seat
went So the Uongwess. ZPrior to the Sixth Geneml
Elsotions excapt in 1982, in e M exd Jainsia Mlile
the Congweus never had &oep Yoots though the faibel
leadsws 1ike Mahan Singh and 7.3, Zariang were nuraing

14, Datvta lay,
(hmnh& by B.ﬁtu ] Eoltidd g Uamdi fow
ggggf. ﬂd‘::uu HResenyol, B-!.‘.Boﬂol, Bidllong,
3 PeBa
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4§ for a long tiws., Ite infiwency in 4he ﬂuo Hlais was
ldmited only in she plain powtdicas of the &letxicts.
Ite viotoyy in 1977 (oscupted the fired position ant

oncies youpe qtim:w) snd the defoat of G. G, Swil and
B. Sangma Of the ©ld APELC, were due € Cadt. Eangma,
This furthew, goes to estallish the faot that polities
in Neghaluya revelves xound personalities not principles
sior 1declogical aiffarencea, with Oaph. Sangus (as the
this? minleter axd Pyesident of the Oongress Pawty),

She anti«Congress sentiment shich wes acunting high
sooled down. '

The APHLC was aivayw Ldentified with the 'Tribals’
while the Congwess with ‘non-Teibale', Imspite of suth
& popuiar L14mti fication, the APHIC whioh offeved i4s
oscperaticon with the Gongress Puwky Gealined for a
sonplete merger and wanted to retain 4i4%s owm ddensliey,
However in the FLfth Iok a;m. Genexal Eleotion 19T
§% extnded 195 murport ts the Cengress wndidates and in
Yhe Asoendbly Osnsral Hleosions 1972 had an edestoral
allignoe with the Congress Perty wil oh wan disdikes by
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the txibal pecple, YThe othey regicnal Derties hrended
4¥hs APHELC aw & noa~tyibel Daxty. ¥With Shese condidions
the APHLC suffeswd o setabadk in the eleobions,

In the past, the APHLC snjoyed the whole learted
suppoers 8f the people on the desue of & separate MIL
States With dhe oreation of Neghalays, this Lesus no
iongey sxiated in the L feh Gmersd Bleetions, Bus the
excitement of the ¥ime ylelded S0 the scbey yeallmtion
that stateliond was not an #ud in L1tself. The elestion
prosises of the contenting ertiss were therefore yapid
sconomt o and dndusirial dewwlopment, clean and efficiemt
adciniatration snd the all yound development of the
State, These ieouss nmwﬁ gregy promimence and Swayed
the mcn.w he suevymos of the Yndepenieny mua
Tagislature Tarty wiioh had brought vnder its bamer
& lavge number of indspendents chiefly the APHLC
dlssidents and the BEIPLR menbers who Dolled mows votes
Shan the AVELG dus 30 the faot that numbsw of independend
Sandl dates was grester than other Pexty candidutes,

AORON rYy-% M
';-JL. . .;;if —

i tuig Lo sach Dtate, {Publl -ua 5 xms.m tw
m.-mm Stuliew, S0-NId, Prassd Nagaw,New Delhial),
v0L.Xy Fabwuary, 1979, T.te
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Bay be the sins of omimeion and ctomfesion of the Hangue
government aliemated S4sels from the people, DBut thde
sould not be the vancm Lor She pouy shoing of e
Party Bogauok Lt fared exeoptionally will in ths Caro
M3le which £8 an eloguent testimomy to the popularity
of Capt, Bangae in hie homs algtriet, As o lopionl |
osacllery, the loslernM D in the Fhosiodnintis Hills hao
ovidently lomk L4# hold on the mmes.’f Interaally 4o
APELC Befors 1973 was moxe ociselideted. Dut its abmapt
decline brgan to take shape ia the sewe your vhen _
@. 8, Buell wth a vocounition an an slderly pold tieiam
and gonuine wpoiesman of the Darty ¥ho was elocted for
Shree comneoutive teras 30 the ok Sabha on SHLD tieked
wms expelled ronm the Party whas e yevoltod against
it lendorship. Thrugh bis neuly fomod parity, the
PDIC ke omapalsned agolinat the APRLC wileh melly
nffected L4n poatigs wd Proapecta at the polis in 1TV
and cartxidited %o the rhuing pomderity of the mrpR,'7

16 ‘Vdm.!.ﬂ.. "Problamn of ﬂgtiqnai !uhmﬂm'
Noxth Papntera Affasxe wol.Fe 1972-T5, 2.1, .

17:. Dixing the election cenmpdm ho Sourod oxtonsively -
in the rural aveas %0 volos peopled grisvencss againgt
the APRLC leadearshiy em aooome of 4ta wieng outlook
and maxy abuses and vices whioch orept into L4, Pud
Loy seanpr of hie oun was toloyant of the LRIFDP and
offexed 1t as the ssemd cholioe Yo s zumi voteww,




92

The APHLC fn the later part of 1976 was orgmisatfienally
s tmmoated vermion of what it was in 1971 following
¥he aotion of Oabt. Sangne who god(ths then APHLC

ehief minister and pavty prewidens) into & nome
sancillatery mood decldnd almg w4k Mo swportass Yo
diseslve the purty and merge 1t with the Congwese in
Hevenboy 1976 apainsd the edvice of his collesguss and
Jdeutensuts 300 the Ihsel Mills. Thus on the eve of
+he Zfxth Generel Blnﬂm. the APHLC was facdng &

shances at poll. Caps, Sengus who is welly a saytain
who oould maintain disvipline in the pasty shavtersd the
hopes, Smage and Prestige of the paxdy Becsuse Lu hiw
initiative the Hledtion Conuission of Indie fyesmd

tehe Flower' the weserved syubol of ¢he AFHLC, dwmoralised
ty the loss of 4t yessrved synbdol (1.4, Decpie‘s
confusion es a result of 'flowy' leing froewn) the paxty
smerged out of the sixth eledtions avena severely
Wattared, Further the soral support extendsd by the
Janata Farty bit Whe APHLO M Inmpite of i
clarification owr the natter © £t conld not S8 0NDe

18, Isaflet dlasusd by the Ganerl Bsoxetary of the APRLC
. deted Naxch 6, 1977 =l _General Sacretaxy

U Bnshpl®.
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hoetils esomments Pamdioularly in the »ural eonstitoe
encies of Wst Thasi Mils dlstrict Dhol and Doréer
AYORN WhOBS vobers interpreted the APRLO-Jafists sesocie-
tion as synonymons with mildtand Hnds reaction and

Flaln Snmm" e aituation of the APHLC detericrated

wheny the thyws main oontending pavsies (Oongress, HSFDP
sl PDIC) malde tdwmmelves a comuon enemy of the APHLC
b taking adventuge of ARHIG-Jannta melsticn, Howmwy
14 may be poinged ous that the Janada suppors to the
APHLC f{mproved the fovtunes of ¢he Oongvesn among the
Masis, Jatutias andl Gavos and o 1oas for thw Congwess
saong she Pengaleen, Delaxis snd Mearwyis.

The xieing dufluemoe and vioctosy of $he HSIDP in
the siznth general eleoticas sigified electorate's
»e Jection and antagoniss espscially the rural votesxe
agelnint 4hs style of work of the APHIC. The Lukswamm
sttituds adoped by She APHLC members yepmesenting the
»arel areas -mmnr the Bordew aress fowmxis theiw
soononio condition was the mais caumss for the decliine
of the APELC, sd got s Jol¥ ia the sSxth gemeral
slection,

19, Bs Datta Ry, ﬂim_tj -8 3.
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IS4t us aake & conparative anslyecis of the
four assenhly elections visea«vis the APHLC, X% wenld
give inverwating information wegarding the elunges

Tablis No. VI, shois she numdeswr 0f voves
secured by the different Dartiss for Vhe nine sests
allotted to the United Dwueidaintia Hills and 42»
Garo Rills fn the THad Assendly Geneyal HMeotion,
1962,

Table No. VL, shows the susber of votes
secured by the APHLC amd other parties in She Yourth
Assenbly Geviaral Blection 1967,

™he fiwnd Ascenbly Qeneral XRection hald in
Kareh 1972 €0 the sixty sebdor Regialaya Iegialeative
Assarbly surprisingly gave o Jo3s to the prestige
and populavity of she AFELC whioh sucocessfully
chanpioned the Hil)l States movenent, Tahls No, VIIX
shows the number of seats mesured bty the APHLC and
other parvies in the ML Aspendly demeral Elsction
1972 teing thw Tixet Asasadbly Gensral Blecticn fox
Reghalays.
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| o |  UNITED KHASI-JAINTIA HILIS, 1962 ,
Name of Rlestorates ToiEd voles  No.af  Nome of | - Puzty  Votes Fezoentag(
osomstitiensy ’ ' pollad svats conddntes :&!ﬁa atinined Demaxk of votes

* e gme wm s s
Tedewd(sT) 42,050 25,043 ' 3iohanaen,p IWn 4,347 18,87

| o _ t.Lyngdoh, BB, APHLE 13,076 Elsoted T5.47
aoM“ﬂ?) 41,908 17,798 S 20 Damgrdal K. o IRC 2;’2& 16.44
’ ' S.Syieam,d. m 1,796 10,09

mer  gme wm e gy

| - 1 ok ING :

Jofnillong 36,833 2,606 S.Laiisi,n, 2 a3 3,027 13.96
4.Deka,V.C. IND 154 T

20, Repor»t on the General Rections, n.m.. D49 COBEN e ¢ 0n s
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fu- of | Blestoy “ v.na vokes iro.a:t | Sm of 2axdty Yotas ) _ Zarcentags
otnstituoncy oretrEr  polled seats  cenitdsies ﬁs:u- obtatned Hemaxk cof votes
o

R e S R MR RN S W M TR R D e IR o R R N el e DS i e e GRG ap R aoie B RE Wl A G (e e e i R AR AR s R R e TR M TR e N G e e

1, Lyngath, Ka e APIEC 9,825 Keoted 67.41

4Nougetoin{s5t) ST, 14T  14,5Ta 1 e =5 Tem otk
S.SySsmifieh,¥.3.  IUD 299 2,08

g T okolee Ty, 5.0, D n'm 18,706 Weoted F0.37

s.ggmm 49,642 26,507 ' 2stagna 'r:w 29.13

GARD HTLIZ IESYRICT 1962

t.Baghmara(ss) 27,169 12,968 1 Jooenomiv.d £5°  Tyee Teetes 091
S Naxek, ¥ AKCK 17 2.4%

| | L JE Tp—— ATHLC  6,2°8 Tected 69.40
2.Dainsdubt{se) 31,285 8,958 t  2.0angre.d I®e 2,102 23.59
,.Hmtg ALCR 548 T2t

Qﬁﬂour--!*
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Kame nd.* - mwmiu Tﬂ:&& m !e.d” Warks c:c Party Yohes hmw
constitusncgy ’ poﬂd saate omndidotes af#ite oWialined Temsark of wolas

_ , _ 1. Womin, B APHLC 799 Mooted 55,352
3. Tare (37) 32,944 14,425 t 2. Banpes,¥ ) 3,750 26,00
4. Thaldexd(0%) 31,954 11,954 1  2Momin, B APELC 49340 36,31
S Merak, Y 1,510 12.63




UNITSD KASX-JAINTIA HILIB, 1967

lnt of Reoto ra Vd-i& w‘hi | No.of !‘w of r.m Yotas | 7 | !lm—
conatitusnay rate poliled sants candidstes affiXfie obtsined Iemarks age of
. el P Lon T 1.3 Deveb . APELC w 206  Blacted 64.80
1.Jowet(37) 45,625 27,478 t 2.3, Foratne I 'e'ra %20
) - $sA:S.Ray I¥D 475 1.82
2,8M1img 40,220 26,252 % 2. H, Eyrndowts APHLC 1% 4,651 Neoted 59,62
341, 8. Day IND . 10,123 38,56
3. Nomgpodf 5°¥) 46,293 b T+ % 1 1. 3. B Lyngdoh APHEC RMected mantesteld
' . f 1.5, S.Ipmgdoh APHLO 18,747 Mected 94.863
4.Homgetola(sr) 48,499 19,807 ' 2.8, 19mgaen ™D 1,060 5438
F.Chwrapmi{ar) 51,185 Ml 1 1.8.0. 0, ¥ioholn-Roy APHLC Keoted momtested

21, Baport om the Usmeral Navtions, m" yr. 5051, Com¥denee of'""
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GARO HILLS INISTHICE, 1967

- imoilningiiiini ot y— . . S _ P L

llmi oﬁ' o | _ v.na mw I&.&t m tt Pardy Yotan hmﬂw
cmmgy Fleatorates pelled pente mamnn affiii.  abtaized Demaris  of vos
7 _ . n.u.uh oL ﬂaﬁ 3.9‘1
t. Baglusrai ot) 30,08% 15,559 1 2¢ 3,Camgwe w S.246 33.72
3¢ WA .Sengan . P,695 Rleoted 62, %
- LAEE e 5iB =5
P ' " ; ‘ . gresn ' .
2.Dainadndd(sT) 57,738 12739 '3l mimersr PELC 9,438 Mlected 68,60
#, N.Songme IND &9% 5.08
_ , - ts BNomin Congress dhﬁ%& 25.72
3. turn(s2) 39,956 17,955 T 2, GMorsk APHLC 12,088 Eleoted §7.37
‘ ¥ darak D 1,277 Tl
; . g.'m gtm:c -9.% Bleoted % a;tq
4. P durd(37) 37,025 16,908 ¥ 3: !':l.am Congrens 5:1'58 x:oc
4+ L.Marak IND 360 2,13




Bems of  No.,of — R ‘ e . . Senaidates
Digtriet omeats Coxte Oaine Coti®e  Onfoye Corite dnime Cont= Juine Conte« Oains
~ ented el scted eod - ested @d sated e&  pted  c2i

f. Inintia . . _ ,

2alln 6 2 mi f & NENS o0 4 & 2 1" 4 19 6
2, Xbani - ) _

Hiile 30 4 4 T g b3 25 L S0 ¥ 120 -
3. Onxd _ - )

Hils 24 4 3 % - Y .18 T 34 2 £ 24

Totel P 12 % 2 Nik H = 135 19 198 g0

22. XNeghaleys Nieotion EHsgd Pook, March, 1972, 9.1i,
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Feom the protlems discussed in the previous pages
Yhe Toal cause Lor the 4dsoline 6f the party ame Hyetly,
seononio and secondly, intra-Pavty L ghts, Table.IX
shows the position of the APHLC and octhep Dartiss in the
Sixth Assently CGmerel Hlections 1978 and the wheknsss
of the APALC in 4the different dletyiocts ss wefleoted
ad the polls,

A study of the ‘fmr‘ Osnsral mﬂ;‘m !hmm Yhat
eix constitusncies in West Garo Blls awd six oconstitu-
enctes?” dn fast Miasi Hille Matriot vere the strongholas
of the AFHLC while in other oomstitumcies the APHLC
Anfiuense was Lfnfluotuating, In 1978 Rlectionw, the
Congvess and HIFDP smerged suwoesefully in Shiliomg and
Tuya subedivisions and 4n West Eheei Fills xespectively,
In ¢ Ihasi M1ls out of 32, the AFHLC secumed only six
ssats Zrim the didllong subsdivision, In ¢i» Mhhod
subndivision and west Xbasi Mills 44 weas mmmled fully,
In 4he Garo Eills cus of 20 mests it was Jiwwally
crushel anld sscured only B seats aml in Jeintis HM1le

L AT g wiinninkitennbiSa AN

23. Durepars, Cho v Dadenggizt, Delemgisd, Hougres
and Iangsakons a-n Gavo Rills) amd Shells,
elummai dainw, Mawkbay, Sohyyagkham and

kyrdem (Bast Dnasi Eiile Distrios).
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Table = E-"

SHOVING THE POSITION OF THEAPHLC AND OTHER PARTIES IN THE SIXTH RSAENELY GENERAL ELECTIONS, '3978ah

. Tetal
p——. )Y LT e QNAT OS8R T : _ Appg.g L HIEDP Independents —
N of distriot Ho.of Conte Gai~ rc.ot Conte GOnie PG of Cont= %iz.- PO of | Cont- Gai= PC of | Cont= Gaiw PC of | Conte= Gai- PC of | Conte= Gak
.:"“b_d““i:u: .:;“ asted Ded votes sated aed votes ested ned votes | ested Ned votes | etted ned votes | ested Nned votes | ested nai
1e¢ JAINTIA HILLS ,
2+ B.XHASI HILLS
DISTIRICT ‘
1.8hillong subedivd 17 15 7 24,01 [ - 1.07 2 - 1.62 15 6 2B.28 16 3 19.93 4y 1 25.09 ok 17
2,R4-Bhoi subediv, ) 3 2 20,78 ] - 151 1 - 0. 42 b - 19.46 h -  27.37 9 2 30.h6 22 )
3. W.EKHASY HILLS
DISTRICT : .
‘o“.irlﬂ‘ subediv, 3 3 - '5.&1 - - - - - - 2 - '60,‘ 3 J 31.09 5 - ‘6059 12 5 |
2., Nongs toin sudbediv. 5§ 5 - 22,51 - - - - - - 5 - 18.12 5 5 52.08 6 - 734 21 [
4, W.GARO HILLS
DISTRICT
teBaghmara subediv, 2 2 1 56.32 - - - - - - 2 1 31.08 - - - 2 - 1%.62 6 a
‘2 Tura stubadiv. 15 15 5 38.66 2 - 3.2% 1 - 0, 58 1M1 6 22,0k - - = 23 B 35.0 52 15
Je E.GARO HILLS '
DISTRICT (4 7 5 bl 46 ) - 3,82 - - - T 1 31.36 - - - 8 1 20,36 23 7
e e e om wm ﬁ---ﬂb“ﬂﬂ---—--ﬁ ----- - R OWT W Sl e S IR S M e e e an aw e AR e S A S ) A TR TR R wm e e M e B gy me SR e e e e o ] e M G e W T M Ty B b ae e AN S
~ Total - 60 57 20 as.sﬂ 9 Ri1 V.44 b N1 0,62 52 16 2Ah.92 3% 14 19,24 105 10 24.82 | 262 60

2h. Meghalava Kleotion Hangbook, (Febtrusry,1978), ppe21y 23 andd27.
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4t could yeturn only two oud 0f siz oandidgtes, Thus

the slevtion wesults of 19TT-T8 go to autadiiah tha Tast
that ﬁa APHIC has 4dsclined and weak fr obvious Peasonss
Mastly, the AFELC Wes prectically left without leadexship.
Ther9 was no lesder of yeputs who oould ocoamend widew mase
sopeal, BHaogondly, the ruved people developod the fweling
that the APHLC governmme hal done nothing for the 4eve)ope
ment of the arwes.? Finelly, the APHLC leadexe fgnoved
the youmger genorutions, Abnm ail, She APHLC leadews

came Loz the Meher ¢lasses with an usrban Hases plessure
and Power loving #1448 vith 10 Jssdewship qualitien, Those
who hal the Me&im&» Guadd tiee, howsver, lafs the organt
sation snd Sollemgnd 1ts »ight o govern the state,

o mdaratand the ministerial perfoaunits and oxisle

of the APILE 4n the Ywo asserblies, & yefersnce should be

malid of 19s yolcticnsiip with othew parties, Ths undivided
AFHNG lendevship which piloted the Biil State wovewentd

| and widoh gave & stalle govemment in the B¥ats of

Neghalaye for about seven yeurs hall o faving vicissitules

2%, Interviaw with some prominent citisens of
these ayoas.
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sinos 4t0 Torimmbion. The HSPDE end the FIUIC wilds heve
besn formed by the diseldent APHLD leadews and nesders,
slisllenged the dominant poeision of the AFHLG,

The HSPDP wes founded by Fe5. Lympdeh ia Ostodes
1968 after Me sxypulsion fros thz AYHLC 4ue to Ms aavi-
Durty sstivities as thw chie? orgunisy of the voluntser
wing of the APALC Khaed Billa,' Though the HEXDP ilke the
APHLC 48 & roglonal =iy, 'bn? mniike the 2adter £4 ia
ﬂtn ropicnal ond Gemmumal in outlook, IV alws fay
Yhe presesvation of the customs cnd traditione of e

lays people from the dangey of being sweaped by the
pecplo of the ylalne, protestion of She territorvy of
Bogheleya, climingtion of indigenos and 1:;11““0? of the
doacoes and L8 agninet imolgretion of outsidere inlo
Neghalsyas. With these olnme, the parly facel the slastoxate
for ths Civet time in 972, ILte candidtes eontestod as

Indovondents and cedured 9 seusts Sn a 60 mender assumbdly.
Afny the FL2h Ceneml Elestions, the psrty booame moxe
sptive In mubdAlicing publio opinienm sspecially 42 tlw

seral cyens of Wost Khasi Kills and M bhol avens of last
Ehasdi HL1ls, The maly fastor whioh cendwdibuted to the rise
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o2 the Farty was the Mendipathay spevial ontesence of ke
AYELC shioly deciasd the newvger of the APHLC wish the
ﬂmﬁ. The vergesr xesulded in the Meresognivion of
the APHLC as & Dayty by the Miestion Commimsiom of Indle
ty fyeeding ivs spmbol 'Flowexr' e the 1t Yebruary, 1977,
The Jmate slso sxtendsd 148 swpport to the APHLC 4im the
Bixeh General Bleotions, All ¥wae &velouents wWye not
6 the lking of sevwerel in Neghaleys. Thevefors the APHLC
208t 1% InfMlumse in the Betate. Narther, tha m eould
mobiliss publie epinion in the pervsonsiities of Xynphen
Singh » Khast tntellectual, who through bls Jevvess™

uade a mass appeal ty criticising ewry party exeept the
HSPDP and Swell Minssl? who 02 ressons best known to him
sanvassed for the HSFDP and offered £t as & ssoond dhodce
4o his rural wvotewe, Iut no e tant deny the faes WMae
the HSPDP te extremsly ctammal and restonal?’ iu
oharncter with S40 straighold in Wwat Xhest MLIS ly

g novhere elss.

hisid ' ok 11X, in emamance With the aims
of the HIFDF, he reiesd the question ¢f Khuni religimm
and fauily Plenning « et Nareh 1977 and in Me

shishd ohe U Paws he waid that "The APHLC wes
vithout & constitution for 17 years *111 4k» Osteder 1,
1977 amda fwnetioned afeer the Congvess prozramws und
mﬂ“'i Ndrary 6; 19?B| e 10,

1. Though the APHLC amt t2e HEFDP awe wvegiong) parties
walike the ISFDF,the APALC was muxbous ¥hat the mame  °.
Sribals sheuld not only be protected dDut shonld siso be
favolved in the polisiocal DProoess of Neghaladu.
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It Lsy, howevey, Sinterenting to note Yhed She two
osonmtending parties with 4l ffayent almn nd odjevtives
sxplored some possibilitien of electoral adfustmend in
‘ the sfiath gnieral electlons. widhous suwrrendsring thdl »
sepawate fdontity, Mt negotiations Mavke down on the
8th Pabyaary, 1977 when the LGFDP yeaifmed that the attempd
S0 the APHLC was motiwveted for o changs of the intemal _
fendesebip of the Party; i¢ decided to fight ¥he elections
slone, I$ elsc srgued thet the APELO simply suwrortsd all
ﬁlﬁ‘ policies and prugyenmes 02 ths Uorgyess and theredy
brandesd 4% as & non~trilml party. This is en unjuss
sccusation. s NSFDP knew Pttty will that the APHLC
slways follows the poliociss of the Oentwml UGovesrmaens,
Curiouwsly enough 4t enteyed into eoplidion wieh the nom=
tribel varties indiuding the Congress Rardy, %o fowm e
governsen®, Hewe the HIPDP was guided Ly expediency
ant not by wincivies. Politlichins are slways styvange
 Wed fellows. Yhey shange thely sttisudes Just ms eleuds
sharxs in Neghalays.

Ihe SP10 = G.0s 8101l one ef the fyons yenking
political perscnalities in Neghalaya wi¢h & pepulay
meoogition ss & gemuine spokesman of the APALC, whe wes
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élected o the Lok Haltha for three omsssutiwe demms om
APHLO $ickes But expelled from the same in 1974 for Mis
alleged Darty sotivities, founded ancther vegionsl perty,
the Padlio Demands Implesentation Convention (PDIC).

Zhe PDIC constitutsd enoiher olallongy to the AFALC
dodnanos in the state. Trudy syeaking, he Lfomded the
Public Demands Implementatsion Commiténe dn July 1973,

with no intention %o -m 1% & poditionl Dnurky but %o lwep
At s & nonspavtisan orgamieation. But with ks expulseion
from ¥he Darty the Committes Decane s Polits cal rawy
under the designation ¢f Public Demands Iaplesentadion
Conventien ond contested the Simth Gene val Hections on
the basis of sconmmic trogremme, The peole were net
Lapressed by the polivies snd progrwmzes of Yhe party dus
vore athar fnpressed by the peseonslity of i4s fomday
whioh enabled the PIXC to secure ws sexts in a 60 membdey
asssubly Dud lost his Shillong Faritmmentayy seatd

Boonomic famue was the main 4asue on vhioh a 26
between G, 4, Mwell and the APHLC developed. On the basis
of thiuw, tiw PDIC offeved anothey challenge %o the APILC
especially im wurel aveas. It oriticiumd the APHLO
lsadership, its wrorg outlook and the aluses and vices
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. that oreft into it and reicod the gwestion of Junsts
smgpord To Le, The sllegations nsds by the RUIC sageinasé
48 APHLC gave & Jolt to tiw pyestige of tho APHLC and

4% had to faor hostils commmes sspecially eaacng #3% suml
voters and o dsbacle iz Siw dixth dormral Meotions,

Zhe Songrens Eaxty = Fhw Ocigress Paxty wiioh hai
t 7 ﬁéiﬁ fw the component distriets of Reghaloys since
1938 has teen u bistory of woong allfenos and aessssment,
3¢ #4d0d vith vested intevest and clivnated $he ayedatly
of the elucated ond sminerd hill lLesders Jike Bav,
MioholesBoy end Capt.fiangss.Ragenens, adesasy ant authe-
sisarianion on the party of Medki, the then Congreus
shiaf ninistor st 4be 4sllaxte stoge of polidd ol
developuent dn the Hile vidensd the gap bHetween v
Mils and the plglas, Further the falluse of the Fardy
orgart sess 1ike Rohint Emgr Choudluey to make o A40tine
otim betweens indegration owd ascfrilation 1od 4o
antagenian, toasicn and altenation wiidh wvere responsible
Zor tha ainintsgintion of Anssu, Thane fuctors sdded
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%o its mpoplavity among the MXlmen,2® In 42w Zheed ana
Jaintisa Mlls £ never had any deep 108, aléhough dthe
Congress Leaders like Mahaw Oingh md J,B. Tarimg nuraed
i¢ for » losig YWnw, Ite influsneses in the Gero Eills was
dmited only in the Plain povtions of the alstwies,

Gere 2ally speaking, not only in Neghalaye dut in other
H1l areas of tls Workh Bast Indle, the regiengd and not
the Nationed parte s were popular aven thowgh moss oe

the States and the Union Government were controlle d by

- -

Congress, ]

” T " s I wam,
howsver, %he Nendipathay ovnfereincs 1976 whiech for the
fiwnt time yeduced the APHLC into o tmumonted amu!.uuel
and somtriduted Yo the riee of the Uongvess influenoe

in Neghalayw.

iIn 1978 slection no parvty got & workadle majori ey,
In a 80 member house, the Congress won 20 sests,
APHLC»Y6, BIPDP=14, PIIC. and Indepmsdents«B, The non-
Gongyess legisiators were compellisd by the Neghalays

28, tﬁttvdw with J.B, Taviang a wierss Congressman
and ex~Fresident of the HPCC who 4o 0o move in 4
Congress Party &% Dresantd,
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Twibel Youth Organimmtion %0 form the fiwt coslition
nindatwy. DBut 4t wms on the shaky foundation devauss
eleotid non-Congress legialators wre forded $o be in

the coal tion and leadershiy tawne was A¢cided by lote
4w ty a niouionary vho chareotessied the new gorsmueny
as an aot of Providence «= D.D, Pugh 8f the APHLC was
slectsd as tha Chief Miniwber, whils 8,D, Ehongwiy of

the HSPDF se the Deputy Chief Ministes, The minictry wae
in powswr fwom 10th Narch 1978 to 20¢h Pebruaxy 1979,

The partncrs in ¢he coslition 454 wt work e a team,

On the contrary, the thiwe pavties (AFRLC, PIZC and

HSFDR) were pulling Ln different dixections, %The olle ?
sindieter hinself atnitied that "the ninfetry mas not
functioning w01l end that the inhezont weakness of the
oslition wos Beooming meal than ﬁrm‘l'.m Farther
the ohief minictex Q14 not ko auy escred that 4% wee
beconing iwpossible for his "pavey tu work ui.ih' the

HSPDP partuers who wre working fwm cunlets wutovtight
odura viments widDo\S eny coopevatl m'.” I% wvas populavly

29. This statenens wms quoted in 3he Assan Txdbune.
Raweh 1, 1979. ' o

30. qQuotea in jhe Asean Iritupnses Waroh 5, 1979,
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ollowd Tt onoe the xeglonel pamiisas formed the
ooglition, 4¢ would pave thw wy fow mewge®, Dud
ootensitly, the ooniition belied all Lioyes. Instesd of
Qmﬂ:nt olosoy, the partnexe fa the scallition have gone
apart from one another hawdly leuving any secocpe for
merger s ovident in the ﬁhm- m-t!ﬁ.c% Counedds ﬂ.uwuuu
whon She Darties were fighting ageiant each cther wiish
was hoyever, the 1a5t straw on the osnel's batk. iMnother
M toh was over the gestiocd of Chelsmanahlp of the
Neghadays Flnning Board. The APHLC srgued that the

ohdof ninister by virtis of belng %10 mender of the
Wations) Deviopnont Coeuncdl shonld be $he Cheaiwman while
the DIPDF prgucd that the sane slould go %s the Deputy
Cinsod 1int yhor by virtue of belng the Plaming Hinleten
s the dargain tusels batweon the partiers in the sonli-
tiom culminated fn tha gene of hoyss 4:afing. Tha

Boney moon of the $hme rogional pavtien ssme o mwlef,

In the Central Yorking Commitiss of tlw APHLC
which me% (7 . Octobey 10=11, 1978 most of Lts wenders
were in favouy of paxting coupuny with the HAPDP., I¢ musé

be sdmitead that dn e game of Safeetion and vedefwcticn
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thera was slnoet a tug of war bekwees the HOFDP amd

APHIC, 4t lact the snag of the APELC wiich succesded

21 bringing eleven RLie Bbolonging to tho Cogress awd
REIFDP by floor ovonming dn s ories oroes memey was to
g the goveranont alone. It alao malds several 0w vtures
Yo the Congens-1 lesders for thedsx euppors from sutside.

C The xesult wea abortive beosuse of the wrangle hetween
+he Ovey tin officoe of Chief Miniobesnidps The Congrese
stand wat "if we suppoRrt the AFHLC govemnont it would de
o Yhe Basis of squal parbtnersMp in ﬁh‘_- .ﬁammnuam*"
v ok wne net moceptel by the AFPHLE, I4 tummed towams
the FHIC, The FIEC responded farcuradly, The thwa
Party conriition govewnnaig 281l YAk the meigation of
DeDe Pagh 40 aosuns ¥hHe 82866 s ¥he APANLC Shtef Mintstew
~ L'~ Tebyuexy 21, 1979, The olatm of D.D. Pugh $hat

Lhe Government was & puve AFHLC governnm$ oswnos be
acespted sinos the APELC ¥ith & strenyth of 31 menbers has
basn supported by Shwme FIIC menleys one of ohen ens _
dnoluded in the Minietyy, This Coverumeny was shpky and
weak duo %o Ltonstent strata and stress anong the APHLC
menbere both 4n the pariiamentasy wing sad periy orgarise-
tion, Chief aning thas was B.D. Iyngdoh, The APHLC

3t.  Zhe Acpagp Teiduyg, Februory 4, 1979,
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aintstyry hendsd by D.D, Pugh baxely one month old wea
facing orisls following » nove % torrle 4t by the Joint
efforts of the HIEDE, Congvess amd Disaiawm(:: APHLO
senbeys headed by B, B. ILyngdch whii éh Tormsd the IDF on
the 1Tth Apxil 1979, In ites frenili e eLfore 4o fowm
an alternative govermment £% olatmsd 95 have the suDposs
o2 32 menbers, ‘The tlgime snd sawtew sluins o hyving
o Sajordiy in a 60 nenler assenbly wads 42w politicel
situstion fn Nesghalays flutd and finally 1ed %o ¥2» 4rial
of strength —inl.sMay 4, 1970 Letwean t19 Fuling APHLC
headed by D.D, Pugh and the sewly forwed UNPDP headed
%W 2,8, Lyagdch, The latter wer by & najori ¢y of come
vore Y0 by 29, On the same Sy, Pugh's sinisyy
welgwd and the Thizd winistyy bhseded By 3.5, Lyngdch
assumed offiee -in . Hay 7,1979. Ascoraing %o the Yeuus
asd egnditions of the molemn agreeams cipwdéd on the
17¢h Apxil 1970 bty the thive Darties which forwsd the
UNPD?, the APHELU(B) wmdsr Lyngich wes 40 Be sucseedsd
tw the Congress=I undsr Capt., Opnges after Ywo years
L., Moy T,1981,

Lynglch's victory and Pugh's dsfeat indioated
. severe -m.s.i in the APRLC i.nto-hb faotion APALC(D)and
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APELO(M) whdoh 4 twm sffected the Lmage and pyestism
of the Party., The thaes winietries formed wines 1978
show that Politiond parties in Keghalaya change their
nomenolatures and cvomporitions Sn o very insxplicatle
mamey, There was a wusiocal chaly» sempevition fow
Chief Ninletayship., Unlike in othier big states vhere
1@clogicl and fastional donelderution led S0 charnges
in sinisssien, in Neghalays, changes sppear to be the
tonmeguentes 0f olasies of perevnalities, It dn n
woll~knows faot that Meghalays Politics is genevelly
tribal, 1% 48 in $he nave of *Pribal Tasasi ¢y’ thet
Neghalays Ona. into extetende "Eo protect the Ldntivy,
eidturs anl languege of thn Dhasl and Guvo peord who
ave lnguisticnlly and sthuologically differems from
e ancther, However; insplte of thelr Anguistio

amt sthnlc alffeyences thors 48 no interetyibel clashes
snosg them, Party omtiiots thet took DPlace fn Meghalayas
woxe not $ridal But psrsomel sonflicts, Fory example,
3.3, Igngtoh vith his Ouro avd Khesl sollsagues worked
against the sesdond ninictyy headed ¥y DDy Pugh not¥ on
Sxibal Basis Dut becauss of thely O 0B yeonad asplrations:
If APHLG Lm to xevive f¥s fomer Fleey and prastige,
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s munion of the twe fadtionm is 4ke Mrst sequisite.
Algs, will there bs sny possidiity Zor thed? Thwe
alemes can ﬁ!.:l.‘

%o oondluds Yiis charker s mention wey aleo be
nade of a genemml belief (elsewhere cutaide Neghelaya)
that electoral politios iy Neghalaya is wvery much
infinenced by the Cimwsh, B¢ to take a more weallsyio
view, this 4w nod 80. A5 & matter of faed, moat of
the politicel deaderw ave Chwletigus, whowe priensy alm
fs not 4 Preash o poPagste ehbstianity Yut b
protect the distined cwitwuwe and ldmeity of the poopdo.
In this omtent, the results of the Sixth Assemdly Gonerel
Blostionn 1978 nay be eited as an sxawple shes the
quugtion of 1&6@:‘!&9 of the Unihg Tegislative Party
govaxnaent has besi sevtlsd dhrcigh & loktary dwawn
by & nisnionary (Cathulto Pytewt). e role, howwy,
is not Be e faken as Chureh nteryfewense oF influmoe
since he 4w mewsly a oludos O0f the pecple as an
Sapartiul vapiye in oxder 90 save Reghalays from being
plated under the sDell of Presfient's Rule ox Wational
Pawty 1like ke Congress Pewty. ]
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In this chapter, it is proposed to study the
Jendewrstip of thw APHLC with par¥ioular referenos %o
Sanguna's and Pugh's leadewehip and ths change of
leaderelip shich affected s party organisstion in
varticular and state polisies 4n general.

The lesderaiip of the APHLC Befoxe the emewgencs
o2 Neghalaye 12 1972, was {5 ¥he hands of Gupt.Sangas
whe was en é3-aray captein, who maintainsd diselpline
An the Derty almost in » ollitary fashion, Q. 0.8will
with & populay mweognition as o oXde? epokesman 8f the
Pavhy who oould keep the peopls spell bommd bevause of his
sloquenee, R.5, Lyngdch with vavivalied ¥wiswisal oretory,
B.D.D.Nicholn-Eoy & polisted gensieman, B.B, Lyngdoh,
P.Be Nyndtah, S.A. Narek, H.5. Yyagdck, B, Bareh,
DD Pugh who atteined great statuzw as yublis o1 gures
were the chempdcns of HIL) Stats movemsmt. ALl of them
wo3e moderetes, Thay bdegan their political sducation
under the dandhisn principie of non~viclense, They
worked wish dedioation and won the heawés of the
pelitically conscioun ssotioms 0F tls svolety, NMosh of
then started theisr carsery us socinl workeys and teachers
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exosps Capt. Swighe and B.D, Lyngdoh who were the army
saptain end lawyer Jesre owoly.' e very soom twe

of them H.E, Ipngdoh and 0,0, Swlil Bessume of thely
slleged sntieparty aetivities wre exvelled frem the
party in 1968 and 1974 wespectively. They founded thelw
own parties, the HEPIP ang the FIIC.

Yader shese Jeadews » APHLC gave Heghalays
s stabis adsinistiration Lo seven yeaww, As & nattey
of fmo¥, Statility was Doseible only with Jungaa's
ehiet -Mﬂ.uhuhlr from April 1970 ¢o November 1976,
The study of the APHLC eli¢e beglins with the sodled
oucupationslond educaticnal backgrownd of the APRLC
nintstyries in the 1970 and 1972 assenbdiies headed by
Caplis Wode Senigine

Tmbicel s showing the snoiel, cooupgtional amd
efaostional baokground of the APHLC miniesrs® fn the

o

1. MLA Mies Wo, BET 13/410 ana
nm?/m?‘mo /RT3 418

2. The Sangwa Mintctey of th Provinoisl Legisliative
Asseondbly omisliets of § Cabines Minigtews ad one
Vinister of Btate,
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Provinoiel Legisletive Ansenbly of Neghalaya fwom
April 1970 %o NMaroh 1972,

2ahis- X
AEhnic namﬂM " Baueasionsl
Garoe 2 Profeseionaif-4 RAM.So.a2
Masied Boci sl YorkereeZ SASILLDB/B.Se.e1
Jalntia-1 . Undew

graduste=3

e

2he following Table~2 showing the stinie
oooupabional and educational background of Yhe AFHLY
uintedry 2yom Hexeh 1972 %o Hovenhax 1976,

 Binie = Oecupational = Biuvational
OurOmd ProfessionglneT MNi/M.80.+3
Ehesied ‘Bocial workers=3 BA/LIN/B,B0.-2
Jaintios2 Under
. sraduste-3

Trom 4he above Swo tables? we came S0 know thed

it iiied - S A AR

3. This ostegory inociudes dootows, lawyers, %eechsys,
smglaeers, defenos porconnel md others with syecifie
pyofesnian, Tere 2 of them ave dfence ﬂ:ﬂlwu.
one lauyer and cas college teachsr,

4, Data in the adow $wo tadles have YBesn compiled on
the bLasts of ¥dw 4 Mles availadle In ¢
Iidrery of the He oya Teglelative Assendly,Shiliong.
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the menders of the Sangus nminfatyy were dwswn from all
¥he atetricts of Neghaleyn. Trom cecwaticnal DolnS of
view, the 'professionsle’ constitutod & majoridy then
*home ng'a,.gxd in asovinl o» :wm& sapvivcos, Noxsovew,
the offioes of ohief minfstevwit? wan dn the hauds of
Capt. Banpun whe wue also the pranisnt cf the APELC =
the avelideud of Meghalaye,

ﬁmmnr speuking, lealows;,; onoe they had Sasted
politioal powey, they ocould nelthos tecio? i4e taupieadion
nor sould they adjust thamsalven wmder the shanging
pancwans of State politice, Thie view 48 avpliosdle
$0 the APALG lesdere who Lleft the Pavep and Jodned whe
Cengress dn 1978 desnune dn L& She saw thely politieal
Mtuve an the Omeorens Party wis a »ling party in Uw
centre as well o i noed staves with great pPot>onase
o 448 afsvosol, The Hendlpgthay ocauferwnce 2ld fn
1976 nnior the chalamenship of dapt. Bangea the ARRELC
Ohief Minieter and Party Presidemt of that time consti.
uted » land mark not MAly Su the Rigtowy of he APHLC
Mt alse of Horhaleys ax o vholao., It marted s majow
aplie in the APHILC wii ¢h finpally thyew the APHLC into
ths oppowition bench and bxought the Congress Yarty inde
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the saddlie of powiy. A avated eariier, polities 4in
Neghalays srecolvedl sound Dersenalitien and ned

principles on the bBosie of wvhich Has drcison S0 Aege

the APHIC with tho Cougwens aid neot atfect his yersmally
28 & losder but affested APHLC langerehip Sn the Btate.
Intorestingly ensugh, Lnspite of mch dovel oprents,

the APHLC along wAth $he hor Reglondl Parties dn the
Btote w» the IEFDP and ko PII0 ooula forn & conlition
riniebmy” with DD, Pugs (APHLC lendew) as the shief
LA S LR L L ECN

Pablae] A5 showing the ethmie, c¢oupstional md
cluostiotsl background of she APHLO minieteye in e
Tugh's fixet misietry that lasted for 11 months (frem
10 Maryoh 1970%e 21 Mbyuary 1979).

Bemso | emﬁ!ﬁm namtm-i
Kl Bockal sewviosos & RieR
daintiaw2 - - Kot ri culaticne2

Qai0e? 8 o Unde»
Sradngteel
Undey

| ety mﬂfmﬂ

S, Partyewise rerressntation in the Coxlition Minietsy oy
United ITegioleturs Party APELO=E, HIPDP.8 sud PIIC-1,
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fhe resscns of 1ts instaMilty weres (1) the
toalition partners 414 not heve o team wpivi s (44) she
sledted non-Congrees legisistors wre fo19ed by the
sxtyomiet youths o be 4in the coplition and the lash
tut not the least wes that D,D. Pugh was neves a stromyg
Chief Nindeter Yike Oapt. Cangmg and falled %o work in
sosperation vith other senior menbews of ks party.
Is addition %o the adove xeasous, DD, Pugh vhose Paviy's
strength rosé %0 31 ssbers imﬂniﬂ tids mwsigngtion
from ¥he Tiret minlstry 4o assune office ss 4be APHIC
Chief Nininter of the secomd Miniutry, Dot his asocond
Kinistyry was not s puze APHLC Minie tvy, PDIC wes
assocteted vith £¢.° e following Tatlees sbows tbe
sthnle, ceoidetional awd sducational betkground of the
10 APHLC mivdatews in 4k Fugh's ssomd Nindetxy
(2% Tevouawy, 197 %0 T Nay, 19T9).

lth:h éa-miﬁma ﬁuuﬂoﬂd

M ., sﬁdd 'M“-T W’QE.. - ‘
Jaintin «2 Professionals « 3 Under

svaldusts - 3
Gavo =5 Ravrde
oulation « 2

8. Pugh's ssomd Minlgtyy 48 conpossd of 10 APHLO
Hintetere and 1 FPIC Ninisser,
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A perusal of the above Tstles ( 3 and 4) ef the
Swe Pugh's ninlatstes alows she dauinant posiviom of
those who may Bé put into the category of soolal sexvioes,
Coning so the macial Origin of Yhe ainteters we f£ind
that most of then were not in ths vangvawdk of the
um.ﬁ stats movanent. Neveover the APHLC m’bm
from Jeintlia Hille Lecame yastive as they wre fot
adaguately rervesented in his mintstries - of the dwo
Jaintie Nisisters only oue yeDresanted the Jaintis Bilde
$e84y Ay Jeintia conetitucasy wills ths othew
repyesented Yhe Khasti Mlls f,0., Jalaw scastituwendar.
As ogexds 4l Bduoational baskgyounid of the ministers,
" fin4 that they wire less quali fled thas those of
the Jangua's winietry, Naxther they wewe inexpevieneed.
Agzin e niaistries dLd not inclwie senier senbors
o2 ¥he party 38ke BuBs Iyngdeh! and O.DeDBichalssBoy.

T 2.5, Nyngdoh, a smnier paviy ssaber %0 Pugh wae
uot sslected an ths Party lsaders STherefore
fuR#i) hia aspiration 4% Chief winigtewsiip he not
only resdgned fom the APHLC FPewiisssntsry DPurly
Bt also famed the UNPDY %o soppls Pugh's Mﬁw
ubhich amovnted %o his sxpulsion 2rom the APKYLC om
Nay 3t, 191,



123

Zadlie- 3

Showing the Ocoupational, Btimie and Baneational

Backgrovnd of the APHLC Henbexw in the

bk

Neghalays Leptelative Avsendly®

o EelE Facklio b

t. Pxpfonvsiongls
a) Teachars

B) Lawysro

¢) Dafenos Porsonniel
4} Govermeent service

2. Pacdol Sewvioes

Jdaind o Packgyovnd
Oave
Feal
Juintie
Musaticnal Maskiround
%ﬁaﬁo
. ._ 3sﬂﬂa
o

tndetgrauation
Nasrioulation '
nder-matrloulat fon

b §
L ()

L

wh, ‘
HKN Tayg§

wwes A

FUre
1913

16
: |
=

12
1

17
1"
4

GO DA

1578

wagn ! O UL sa

NRBasgaal

8, Yho's %g Filos in the Neghelays Isginlatiwe
Anpsn "



124

Frooi the adove $able, 14 18 evident that toachewm
axpesially sohood teadhers vocudy & domdnant position
in the oscudational grovp, In 1910 snd 1972 tho nunber of
tosehore was more O loss the essne Yut declined in 1978,
Thie ohows that fn 1978, teachesw took cotdve part in
Poittden, Az wegards those belmging %o the soaiel
sapvios grovp Shey comatisuzf a slmsables portion of
Sho AFHLC gombowchip. As & Battesr 0L faet, +the expenddon
‘tuoel gl sexvion' io wagus but & good nusbey o0f they belng
the niidle close buginessuen, Prefrred 4o be fndlused
in this santegory.

is reguris the stimie fastor, we find shw Gaves
in a sigealiie mmber, Pt in 1970, thely mimlor Seclined
dus 6 the mowing faflummos of 4w Oongwess Powdy in the
Guro Hlile under Capt. Sangis. Zhe Xhasis in 1970,
oot ¥uted a Sizeabic maber bus in the solsaguentd :ﬁau
their Derventags came 4ows Sus to the riming influence of
the othey rogionnl purtics, the RIFDP eand the PDIC in
the Vent Xhasi HMlim border ereas and RL Bhoi aress
reaspectively.
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Athough sll the sections of soclety havwe bamn
represented in the AVHLC, et 4% may b pednted out that
the APHLC could Drovide effective lsadewsilpy and wtable
goveraminmt only for 7 yesrw, WAl roxinet figves and
tapadl® baders outeids Lts ergartisation like Capt.Banges
end G2 Bwslil, the pawty after 1976 was not e same
us the ene wo witneased An 1975-T3. 1% woaws »
trmonted organieaticn wiioh culaivated in the expulsion
af B,D, Iyngdeh another senioy meaber of She pavty.
fruly epeaking, Jesders of $he old order of the AFALC
offersd & trus challsnge %0 the Farty lesleredip and
doadnenoe in Meghalays.

Baving dhscusssd $he AFRLC elitw in 4he

. Governmens we nev prosesd to study the 0ls of sowe
eninery APINC leaders individualdy « et us degin
with Capt. Bangua, unier vhose leadewshly polities in
Neoghalagn attained stvabiliey,

Sa0s, Yoke BaBmshi~ A study of Yhe APELO 4m
Reghalays would be imoomplete without comsidewing the
role of the gullant oaPtain. He, more Shan any body
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elee, vas wesporaidle for the ualstersupted APHALC xule
in Neghslayn. A study of Sanges as & leader of the
Party Orgardsation, head of the APELC miniotzy Mmd e &
stabiliser in the storuy and shaky politios of e
state wuld zevenl an interesting aspect of a man,

A probe into the activivies &f the mas would yeverwe
agny PoPular condlusions and gweralisstims made in
the osontest of she wiate polisios.

| Bora in 1921 aé Sughmave &n Gavo Eills, Gapt.
Sxigas matrdouleted from the Governnens High Sehoold,
Gonipara in 1936 and then prosesied %0 Dascs for his
sollsge stusien (Internediate Jagmmnath Inter=College,
Dasos)s Im 1942, he was commissioned &in $he Indien
sy and held the yank of a CaPtaln sad populariy kmown
a8 Cadts Sangoa ey siace., After Indepeidence; e
satered politieon Joining the Gews Wational Cowseil
an its Ahizd Presidmt. He was elected as the Clies
Exsoutive Healer of the Guro Hills Dlevries Couneld
in 1932,muR1957 and 1962 ama’ ~1. " 7. T o me
Wes-also. she Chaivssm of the Essterm Sylbal Union which
ocaytuzed 11 of the 15 seats allotied ¢o the HL1L grvess
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in the Assam Legislative Assenbly « on the fssue of

& stparats HiZd Beate. In 1958, ks party en whe

sdvios of 4he Unfcn Minister agreed %o pariiciinte

$n Vhe Chaliha Minietry s the Cabiney Ninister for
tribal svens, Sxanepo¥t and putidiciey. Bus after &
Yria® honeguoon in Ahe Chalihe mindmyy "Eltches wexe
oreated and intene fied and the sdituation resohed

a siimak vhan in 1980 the Assemese damingted Seatse
Sovernuent pushed Shrough a Bi1l in the Assom Leginla-
Sure dsslaviag Asssnese ss She sols offfolsl language

of Yhe Htute in ke testh of uttl ted amiﬂun ool

the M11s%.? On this Leme Oupt, Baugme and his
selisagusa resigned thely snste dn the Assenbly aud h
Ity 1960, mader Ma iuitictive the APTLC wan formed with
the dsolared dhjestive of oyvoaing vhe decleretion of
Anvameny a8 the offA glel Lavgusee and dn the alvermative,
Sk oreatits of & separate HELL Béabe for the HLLL
peeple ©F Anssm. In 1970, hs was slected as the leader
of the Neghalaye Leglslative Assambly,

Vith the formation of Neghalays, he becsss 4he
Lot Chlef Kiadgtor of the APELC Goveroment, 19 was

L - o ——

8¢ Neamorumdra sulmitted by the AFRLY %0 the Wt
leaders on the 1T4h July, 1960, stfonal
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wmdes his lesdersdip that the APALC shieh »uled the
Betate for T yesys has & proud #uﬂ of sshisvenents,
Progrens, Polisioal stability snd sdsinissrative
sfficieney alag with wnlgue hamony and Srengudiicy
anong all sestions end comnunities in the oeate, 10

But the dealining influsnce of the APHLC detsme evident
with the Capiuin putslas L4, vhen in the Nendiputhar
Conference hald on the 16th Newmber 1976 the Oaptain
along with his lloutenawts deeided to dlamolw the pavty
and vexgo 4 dnto tho Congress. The zwoult of ouch a
docdaion was nos wnly o epild 4a the ninietyy but alee
in the pawtyz. Pour niwletors {8.D.D. Richolaelng,

LB, Tyngdoh, DD Pugh and PoRy Bmetah) wvesigned from
the Songes mindatxy on the 18ih Noventow 1378 and

Copte Songme resigned ws the ASHLC Ctisf Winistoy vo swesr
in an ¢t Omgreso Chie? Minfster amd Troot &mt of the
afdhoe body 62 the Neghelaya Pradesh Congress Comittes,
T the aos of Caplain Zeangus to ths Congress .
Cidefalint storediin marked the begindng of the end of an
apsch characterised by the LPHLO in Neghela¥n.

10. RagpV.V.pas peinted sut thets "Ils sxparience in
the avay and ia politics matled hia 40 cxtrol the
Paxty imﬁnﬂ{;:u&ng;m Buocoens of the APHLC®,

RN LOIIRET 1318 DeuD
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In shork 4% was under Sangun's stowardship tha
Kogbalays end the APNLC party politios got stabliised,
Again the APRLC legisleture party under him sponsored
fuportsmt plecen of legislstion shiech attempbed %
bring about & changs in the scclomeoonomio 1ifs of the
Btate. Iy tsupsresns, training and sonviction,

Bangma 18 & nbderetor, mediatoy, sarvilistor anl Sempwe-
sieee, e ia & aiddle of she yoad pelitiodan,

Sals Buellt= inother Beavoneiight of the APHLC
who had besn zegaxded as the gwmulne spokesman of the
variy and acted as » go«dDetween the Government of Indle
and $he APHLC duxing 4he soumes of the Hill Btste
Novessnt was G.G. Bwell, He eawé polities after
dong mad dstinguteheld enxeer as a Waoder.

His eduoption began in hic om village, Isitkynsew,
fwom thwye he wnt Yo Ham Xyhebns Mission High Sehool,
Oherze pumiee sheve he yeoriveld liderel education snd
developed a tamte for wrd. The Soottish Churel, his
alus~-nater at Caloutta, Opened bHefors hism the Sveasare
of world lditeratuse. Swll entered politios as & mendery
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of the Dusi~Jatatie m‘m the fiyes politioal
association of the Kmsis-Jdaintias foumed tn 1948,

in 1948, the thesi chiefs fomed an orgsnisstion ealled
e Pederation of the Zhasi statss Psople's Unioen with
Swell as $he Fresiamt whone avewsd oBieod wes $o
presesve ke yights, lave, customs and Stwadivional
insei tuticas of e asi people, But in 1957, he
besant & Congressnan and ss o Congress sundlimte ke
wes antfeatsd in She 1937 Pariigmntary genewel slestion
miewis, she Bastem Tribal Union emaidate,
WAk dhe forapitlon of +he AFELG, he bBaoawe the APHLC
nenber md cniested the Lok Subhe elections and was
slasted for three sonmecsutiw Serms %o the Lok Sabhay on
APHLC vhoket,'! But duwe %0 hie adisged entl-paviy
asstiviiien, he was exvelled from ¥he APHLC dn 1974 ens
foundeld & new >exionel party, the JTXLC, Wth his
sxpulsion, the party rraduslly deelined and becass a
franeated veraion of what 14 was before 1974,

MR

3%« He wan eppcintol as the Deputy fpesler of
4he lok Bakha om the 9¢h Decenber 1969,
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xhosben B ®  BeBe Ipngdol wos
the thivd Chlef Minister of Meghaleys. Bora 4n
Pobguary 2, 1921, Do in vhe som of Jate A, Shabonig and
Neriunl Lyngdoh of Ici¥lynghkot willage abot¥ 20 kem,
from Skillieng. Be was efuegted &% the Ram Xrishna
Niseiem High Dohool, Chewwym Punjes, Shiliomg Govermmeny
Mgh Sehool, Cottm College, duubati mmé after gwelugticn,
hs took Zaw degres from the Iaw Cellsme of Caleatts
University. He sntered #he Bar st Shllong fn 1953,
Ee becoms the General Beeretary of the Hgstesn Indte
Tolbal Unien in 1954-56 and 4n 1580 ke Decumn the
Vico Chatwyman of dhe AFPHLC. When the AFALC was faving
& oritienl period during the coarse of i¢s W11l
Btate movensnt, "It was fortungte to hawve B, A.Iynpdoh
Wwhos was quick a% Teparts and his sound logie put e
opposition paviy e & W*.“ Be wem the PFingneo
awd Bgvenus MNiniater ix the HSungus Miststyy frem 1970=
1978 and resigned Lyom 10 some when in Wovender 1976,
Cap¥, Sangwe dscided Ain she Nendipathar sonfeyenss S0
disaslve the APHLC amd merpe 44 widh the Congvens,

18 Lyngdch, R8sy Ooverement aud Polities fn Neghalays,
e 1976, (Unpudlished Thesis), p.542.
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e yhies of DD, Fugh in the peliideal soens
of Noghalays Lo signifiomnts, B.B. Iyngdeh a ssnlow
APHLC menber savw 18 24, the possibiltty ead ¢he
sorridow 20 oome 4B DPOWEY, 'a- opposed the cectmd
sinistry of D.D, Pugh for having inoluded in $¢
& AM=APHLC mexhew, Under Mas fnfluemes, six APRLC
KIAs subsérided 40 Me ddea ;md eillestively fommed
the dissddent APALO gxoup Wi eh Tinadly formed
e United Neghalays Pariiswsntary Dimooratie Forum
vith Iyngdoh as itve leadey. This mads 3.5,Iymgdch |
40 wepliay his sebdeion. Thu? ILyngdch wes rxespoanidle
for the severw epidc in the APALC, D.D. Fugh Pell.
Put Pugh 58 o oolewxioss politloien,

, -1 oy~ Another Lfmportany
£ gure 0f the APHLU s 8.D,D. Wiohols-Toy, Re wan
Bown Sn @dliong & 1920, Mo fathory the late
Reve JoJ. Hohan Hiebhwle«Doy was o nsmber of the
ccnstitumd asoenbly and a cadinet winister in Ascam
over a long veriod.

B.De Dy Nichole=Boy was eluoated a8 Weodstook
SBehevl, Musaorie, F¢, Bmmdts BMlleny, Presidmey
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Collese, Caleutts and took his M.Ss. degres in ood
Technology frem the University of Califorain, Bewkeley.
In 1960, he was elseted Gsneral Besrstery of the APHLC,
In 1562 and 1967 he was elected to the Assen Legisletive
Asseudly end vestgned in 1968 along vith the other
1) lendero on the fesue of & seporete BLXL awuu.“
He wat eleotsd muoppossd to the Noghaleya Pyovinelal
Legielative Apzenbly in April 1970 & wes included in
the Sengma Rintstwyr 1972, with s Sabiowt wank t33
Rovenber 1976, svhen he aldong wivh the other thies
oollenguen rerligmed £u Drotesd sgainss the decdiwion of
Gap¥e Zungns $0 dustlve she AFPELC a mesge LY with
the Caagreps.

Wing a senior menber of the purty upte this
day he is 2521 holding s oy Desition as the Vioe-
Pratiaent 8 the pavky, Noy ceabines in hin pewecnaliey
e diaceinment of o matare politielan and 2hs self
Lftaving episdd #f savvios of a olergyman “"She APHLC
40 fortunais 40 hove XMm who spoka to people with
sincortey®.'* fo wvorkea smcag the vAliegers vie we

9. Who's Wio Filew, Sp.sid.
14 Lyngdohe R8sy LT A% s D542,
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proud of him, He war done piomesying works in providing
sfucgtionsl facllities t¢ the tyidal people and sctiwvely
oamped gned for the politionl rights of the biid

pecple. The Unien Chedotien College, Parapend is o
nonuwsent of his sdrelens socdal work,

elite, it is yeveciad that dhe Linmage of L9n eninewt
louders wms s Iigh that no e sould ever ¥hiuk of
shallenging the AFHLO Lesterstdip end daminancs ia
Neghalayn. But an mentioned \cnm!.w"g i‘&- allivgetions
ageined sowe nezbere of antieparty cetiviiias, _
ARHLO-Gongress meyger Lusue, group formatlon ang
peracncl saMdlons were sassdnug evosion, of the APHLG ,
It was under thess oclwoumstandes, that the non«AYAL]
sovenmeni stepped dn, esovrmzy to tho expestntions
ot ¢ willewishere sad mpporderc 07 the APIHLG,

S P i o e d

95, Mgousesd elaberutely Sm ehapters XLV and XXX,
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The APHLC NDaving besn foundd on the dmawd foy
& Beparets BL1l Stave Logen LAts caseer widh fnitial
difeiovitien: A stuldy of the impoveaxt laglsletion
Pasasd by the Meghalays Legislasive sssenbly wnder the
ssevardship of ¢he AFHLO shows 4hat despite d4s
smmitaent %0 the Lddeclogy #f sovielism she APHLC
poldcy shroughout S48 cavesy remnsined a yegiomal pawhy
with national outleok.' ¢ may howsves Me someesded
that & shangt hae ome fn the sediscsomonis 1Lfe and
Pattera of mistionsidiyp, in the Setave. The fdllowing
legislation would i de our study of 4ts bDelmviouy
of the AFHLC while in 4he ssat of powens

gi“!.um; prevention ot dambiing Asy,

The Reginlays Transfor of land (Negulation)
m: 1'9'1"

e Neghalaye Fovess umim (mnu«uu
and Amsndmend) so%,1975.

Neghaluya Board of School Mducuntion
Aase 1073,

Beghaluys Tres Pressrvation Act, 1976,

te WI 19‘7 and 19739
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A & matter o faot fyom Apxil 2, 1970 %o 1976
the APHLG governmsnt made 109 plecen of legtalebiom,
(Fwom ap¥l 2 VYT so Jmm m.igm. 20 pheess of
Leglslation have bewn -mmkwu-z'r. in 1974-13,
in 19759 and dn 1976-18).

he Neghalaye Prevention of Oaubiiug Ask 1970,
prevests gawtling and 207 matbers comwoted theye with
Yy wiieh a porsm fntertionally exposes ammey do ¥he
wisk 0f Loss by chanoe but dees not fneluds lattery oy
babting upon o hovee wase on the dats o whieh the
Ya08 is ¢o be Fm with the permissism of the gorwrment,
™he W ain of thie aet wes ¢o erniicate e asovial
evils {n the Btate.

Yor the proteation of ¢tiw interesy of thw
soheduled sxibes in the Okate, another Amportant A0S
the Weghalays Sand Sranafer Aot 1972 widdh mesiyicted
the Sransfer of land ¥y & Sxidal %o » noniribal or 2y
s nontididal %o snother nontrdbal except with the
pwevicus sane¥ion of e competant authoxiiy es 1w
Govermsent of Meghalaya mey Specify,
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To sxadionte 41140evecy, the APHLC pDasesd the
Noghelays Posd of Sohool Mucet on Ast 1975 wideh
provided for fyes and oompulsery rrimery slucatioe.
fo preserve the natural weslth of she Otats and to
protess them sguinst expleitation She AFELC govesrnment
passed the Neghulays Forest and Trwe Preventlon and
Regulstion Agts in 1975 and 1978 respectively,

e ﬁﬂtm a0t TEVEAled ¥ atteapts of the
APHLO govemmnent %0 bring o change ia the sosiow
scenenic 1ife of tho Stete., Frosimos sade by e APHLC
0 the elottorntos ¢a the eve of the Tourth and Mgth
OGenoyw) Flootions wwie peflocted fn s above
deginlatitn. Dub the faet yemniny that the Party
wan & oAYYAst: Darty ead profussed Leftist Linclimation
with regard %o its svmonic progravimnie. The drawdesks
of St AYULU g¥v ssveral.

The fizet thing that ¢he APELO sintstewe
aid dn April 1970 was 40 PYOPOS T4 giwe Yheaselves
salariss alnoat dsuble those of thely counwe spards in
Plapty and proaperons otatsn, though NogdhalaZs wae &
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peor and baskward s¢ate, I4¢ vas omly sfter & waining
fwon Swell the Yhen Deputy tpeskew of the Lok Saths

{fn hin Letter Asted Ap¥il 11,1970) %o the Chief
Winiaterw, Copt. Sangea hat they drepped the proposal
62 0. 2500/~ for the Crief Ninister emd ,2000/- for

the other mm&-ﬂ.” Fareher, in order %0 pPrOCUIE
monsy 2oy privato mine and plessures, the stats
sntnisteaticn hes snoouseged various kinds of sdady

und Alshonsst deele s for instenocs, & Pavty Patronised
by YL atate zowmnent has Adiverbted 10,000 tounes of
such nesded MNtilimrs meant Tor the psasants of
Neghalaye % sthor purds of the countzy, Inetesd of
paualising $hé pawty, the state govmmpsnt node mn
oxcess saymiay ef Bid1,000/- to the e party on aseems
of fortiitonn.® The state adntnictrotion bas olse
bess ealleus $o tho hawiaddps of the peovlo Diviag in
the Boxder awos (Pangledesh) ang bus falled to
wawm ecennml e moasureo to resavd the potate, esohtan

3¢ Ths Noghalays Mindsters salaries and allowmess
Ant 1970, Dyovidad that there shall iw 4 %
the Chief Minister s salary of A7 1500/-. mnd
inintarm N, 1250/« poy menpen,

4. EHiang Obsepver, Getoder 1, 1974,
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md Jute produseys iu the state from the sxploltation
of the midlls olass men by Buying thelip produoes

at & fixed nirfoum support Didos. It las alwo failed
£0 Yake vidal Srenspord and dommunieation woutes within
*he state and to give Pyotevtion 40 the suail osad~
mines of tha shute m which & laxgs avabey of pecpls
depenid for thely ﬂﬁﬂhﬂﬂas

Vidls fadling 46 safeguad, PrOtact and pwmote
the sconcais inteyest of She pecols of the sSate,
the APHLC governzent haw sesovbed to actione witoh
renidwa in farther weakening thelw will 46 stand on
thelip own, and fight for thelr developmenk and
Uil ftment, Por instgnes,; 49 gave 1¢8 sousene Se e
Government of Indte %o intzeduwe ﬂur 3100 insnlnent M1
fu 4% Parliement ssd €O have £¢ passed by vwiieh
yesuzvation of seats in the stats ssmenbly and vhe
Purliasent f£or sobsduled trides in the state was dome
sway with.® Althoush 7.V, Res potntsd cut thaes

5. Despite the avallatility of Aptiale 12.A()) s ¥
Bixth Selmdule, the APILC govesnment has not sought
swmptions o2 thess oonl uines from natiomglisntion.

$e » Wovemdsy 10,1973,
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“he aipifostion of $he prxingipls 0f yesedemtion

of aests oy the msjority ecanwities in Neghalays
wan angelivosiss Bardly consketent with denmocratie
noxme”] yet pecple and politicel lendess of ihe Dhats,
40 protesy Shely o Lden¥ ¢ty ang cultuse, #4111

fusl the mesd of sush & pitneirle.®

Next 44 avpointed ¢k Iand fefovms Commissicon
for 4he Khesd FEidls dn July 1973 Bus e xoport and
seoosmerdations of th» #eald Comiooion were nevey
duplenert o8 as the Comlenion itself was sgainet the
wishes of 4he Deople and, mormover, lani holaiags &n
coilings dmposed Yy the other abates in the sountry
within ¢the Navional guldelines of Land Befhwm.

Mandlly the APHLC governssnt has sisused
govayomen$ unm:m foidy and sssourves Ler LW
Paviyts snd, Thie win wost svidnay in tho Navehengkus
bre-election hela dn 1973,

Te Quoted by J.N. Ohsundhvry, GD.hE.s o384,

8, mﬂnsh;- Aoetmdly in Lts Mudged Sessfon 1980
Pastied a wesoliutisn for the mutmtm of Rens Ve
+*ion of sacin. Sew, Mh N,1980.
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In she border states like issam and Mgghalars
i avareness of a thawat 4o lodal 1untidy aad ol ture
has bosn the pHMcayy soadezn of Hyv only e peorle
but also of the jublis mpresmiatives and politiosl
workers, In Neglulayn Slwrefom the mwed fery spedial
Iaw ®o romiiate the yesidenoe In the wiats for pecple
staing fron othey stutes (Bangladesh nad Nepal) s
0 Troteot locol interset was fu2¢, Thus inepite of
the allegsd nicodeeds spsinet e APELC govermsent im
ssmontc Mdl. the sane ws avars of the poniley
foar of Yhe Dooplo Shat thoy will one day, HE Medueed
40 & ainoyity fu their own Btpte. As a seould of
whleh, the APELC government pawsed the Meghalsys
Sasidential Peymis PE1Y o 2w 13¢h Tocenbax 1975 et
shai tted 44 0 the Gowmrner of the Mate wbo sveatuslly
suimitied 44 40 the Fresldnt of India for Me sasens
vhe hat nek ao faw given his epinion on 14 nor hae
retumed the same Lor weonstdeyation bHy the Meghalaya
Deginlative Ageendly $111 Gate.

The abeve allegntions popularly texmed o '.uu_
of Cutesicn and Gomniesion of the Bangss Nintwtry* and

9. North Havbora Affadre, gp.idi.s D.20.
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slaborated by ¥he FIG'O 4n 1973, could nov ba atcepted
an the sound yeaswms oy the APHLO's fatlume dn Lte
semonic programms especially in the yural and bovdew
avess, But She real sasons AXed

Hewily, She APRLC ds Meghalaya wad Nover &
wokesive siad dieciplined body 85 as fo
provide samtiodiado louderakis,

Seoondiy, I Fayty suoounbded 10 DM SUNGS
anasating from the ovporition na & ¥oaule
of whioh 1t sould ne¥ Yake doid dscisious
sives it has penuined An = Irecericus
mnjortty In all +he gederal olsationn,

Thiwdly, W inteaeParty fadstions usde it
dificuls Lor +he AFINC 4o pauwus a dloap
1dne soncistant with L4 prefosesd Ldsclogy,
The prevsurd goup eoindding with conmunsl
snd ssenand o Interert prevontsd the Durty
fyon Nilly Lwplementing the sssursnoes

siven to the elactoraten a¥ the time of polls
and node 14 Esnentlially o Centwist Party.

Another Anportant eause wiioh had weskeued the fabyie
and danedled 21w Ppopnlarity of the APHELC was the

- $0. %, "huloade of the ATHLC Govermmen$

- Neghalayn®, Novembew,1973.
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dieputes for Leadepship and ¢lashes in pewsonail ties.
2he party has no outetmnding leader of Migh salidre,
AlL the leadss wexe sgval %0 one mnothsy and all awe
suivers for the Falem of Txoy « the Chief Ninistership,
This was awalissd by $lem but no e sven initiated
& sonpromies formulal

Binto Sifferences wxe also pesponsille. The
Oavos and ths Dasis sontested Loy subddeEady, The
$ine may ocose wiwn elther of them muy shek for o
separetion = AfSer %1 Aath of $he Dwseat Lenders
vho aie nedsretes, the extrenists will saseuss she yrole
when a Gave-Ihasi ooubingtion would be an impessitiiiey,

Comruption =~ %04 @t & lavge soals aleo Sxisted,
Faveuvisisn, napotien and leog=relling were alae
Fesponsible %6 sap the visalidy and populerity »f ¥w
Paxty. OSeme Lupeytens meabays pf the pawly fer sxample,
vsed sheir influemos gnd secursd Jobs and promotions
of thel» velstives swrlooking the viaiws of the
ealitied ¢andsidntes sl seniovs. BHomstimes fndividual
neuler scandals wewe alse vasponsibls M unlemsining
Yhe populaxdity of the party. Along with she abdove
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reasons,; 5S¢ may be worthwidle 4o note 4t mot only
soonontc Put alev polisioal developaens was abeemd
Suring YW APHLC regime., The dthrewe variables gad
&msnsions of rmea“ and $ye'? bedrig the appropriate
index of political dsvelopment 4n the vribal aress
ston 0 be noneexistent in Meghalayse But 18 is wreng
46 ome 40 the omvlusion shat 4he APHLC was solsly
wesponaibies for dhe abeinos of pelitical develepment
Ain Meghalaya, whiich asoonding 4o Chhabown was & mere
‘story of the emergnoe of nnmdq"z’ As » mutter of
fant, meze existenes of the APALC ani emulatics 82
medewm politicsl institutions ave o pecr sulwiisude and
will in no way bring political developrment withoud
petplets weaning pavéisipation.

_ Thne 4he APHLC which piloted the nownent fer
& sepavate MIAL Seave 4 whieh wuled Neghulays for

AR e oob bk ik

¢ (Massachhoseds, 19’
arscn, 3., Whaal., Yorils E
{ 32013000,1953) s D.&E

12. Pyl ¥, 2 draliad BE-3 A 4 4 +4 ¢
{(2oston,1966), pp.31<48.
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saven years W th dany viclasitudes aince 4t fosuation,
48 et ¢o make o dent ewnly in the Stets, Homoe %o
Brush wp the party inage ia all the oosponsnt Matviots
of tha Svatey tho party leadews of the Wt fhetions
widey Lyngloh il Pyeh eocpectively, should take

avory poseidls stsp for a veunion, Jlection yesulss
OUgNE O NUYVE S8 AN SyB-dpensy %5 the AFHLC loodezehdd.
#n adtustion Calls for cartons hasrd pessching by

*he lesdore o auslyss the sausds ¢f e wanlnug
infiuenve of the party Sn thelr Surdovdiction. They
 must cink Yhelr d¢feywnces and taks Amuedi ate aod
comwetive mseasures to reunite thexsslves ae as 40
resotabtiisk, mppovt vith the nnsses, Failurm S

 take timely sstion to sefurbieh ¢tin party image and ¢o p
prove L% oun mettle, the elsetarate will wméoudiedly
sejeet then in the dlections and yeays 45 coms whieh
wouls 1ead o the ultimate dlstutegration of shie
Mrderated hoaty,



coNcecLypgIoN
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The APALC cams fndo “aing as s platfom Yo
proteat sgalnnt the move 92 $he majority eouawmity in
the --mmu Soupoaite stalde of Asusm to saks Aveantse
s sede officiel langusge of the State! Dud fwes
& foyum of Hill Dtats st¥rusgls 44 has evolved f¥esl?
dnto & Wil Imit peliticel party bearing the smme
uame, ihe APING.? Zmeptes of hestile somments und
mfavourable stvsvnstsnens, 4¢ sculd mily sass
support 40 Drenden 1¢s base in every somer of sll the
smponsnt distidicta of Neghaduys.

In e THiad gnd Foumth Genernl hoﬂim held
la 1962 and 19587 wenpeotively, the APILC sombtested all
*he seats slloteed to the i1l areas in the Avsam
Legislative Assenhly, o 4he Hi1l State fssue.

In 1962 44 fased a s¥i2Y oppoeition from the Oongress

1 Imswoquotion te the Conmtitution of the APHLO,
(Bnillong, October 1,1977).

2. Thke Bleoction OCessliesion of India vide Li4s
Rosifloation No,.58/68 15y Degsnber 1968 has
alloted *Flower® as 348 reseywd syudol.
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tut 14 never falled to reslizc the fmportence of
bringing inte £t f014 the influmtial and sducsted
lsginiators. Captein Rsagos snd his Risutenants wewe
insssuoental in byinging these people mder 148 Dumer
vith & view t0 somtestalanse the infiuenes of the
Congveme &n ths Mils. After B yeurs of psassful stvuggle
and sorvespondencs with the Government of Indta

(In detween the Yo Geneswl Elestions 1962 ani 1967 in
the dialogus betwesn tha APHLC and the Jowmmemt of
Indin; varicus prepoanie weve qu,u-m-u sad
sithey discarded oF implamsnted fradiuding she Ssottish
Pastemn of MuinisSration 1560, Wehwu Flan of Jull
Astonony 1963, Patasker Commiseion 19635, Federul Flan
1967, Nehta Plgn 1967 and o last & consensus smerged
Botvoas the Ywe Parties uith the amiounosnent of the
Govarnnent of India of iws deciaion 4o re~orgaries Assan
Ry exeating sn Autvononsus Rl S¥ste omeretised by the
2204 Comstitutional P11l which led 4s She Assan
Beorganiead on (Regbalaya) Avt 24%h Decsuber 19560 whien
Paved the way for the North Bastem ixeas @ T
orgarisation) Aot 1971 wiich gxented a Tulfledged state
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40 Neghalays on the 20th Janvayy 1972) the AVHLC
ditiuately suocesdsd in achieving it sid = the
sstatilishnend of Heghalaya, The AFHLC vhidch came int
axiatenee for the oression of s sepawate HLL1 ESeate
Aried 40 projeet i4s image a5 & seoley non~otumunal
weglcnal Dty with Natdonal eudlsol’ on the basis of
which 4% covid »elly saes suppord of both ¢xibele and
nom~tribals 4n the Sscont Genersl Blections,

Wih the emsrguriss of Meghalays 1972 the Eill
State dssus wis yeplased by the AVILGuCongress mergey
fesus eulmingted in the Hendipathar sciferenss 1975,
whidh ommtisuted o landuavk in the Eigtory of the
APHLC polities of Neghalaya. I4 also indiosted the
dpolining influsnce of the AFPHLC qi.th- the mansew
espesially +he wyursl slestorate amd in the Sixth Ownevsl
Bleetions (19’?7-‘_!‘8) the APHLO was mot what 44 had
boen fa the pasti? Manlly vith the Znmation of the
DHPDY govermmend in Ney 1970, ke APHLC was sailing
over tyoubled weters whaa 1tw intarmgl unléy i

5. Elsgotion Nanifegteas, 1962 ana 1967,
4, Do¥alls in ohepters I and IXX,
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frtegxity ware 3¢ piake, X4 bewame s house alvided
ogoinos Lenely sal 4101 date, compromiss Detwem ¢
tve fastioms Daceme an 48iom of the APELOC,

A s%uldy of She APHLC in 21 yeszn of its existence
sBows that the Pamiy with o Dopular weeosrdtion aw
tha « apehisect of Meghalays 600 d yemin on the
#sddls of power omly fex 7 yeass, after whieh 49
becane a trunestsd orgamisntion marked Ty fastional
pulls, Ssfeotions o0t Shapuatss over losdsyshiy. Josthew
ies Salluse to indeinh Drogranme for seonomise
sesonptrustion Iad weakened its fabrio widle ¥he
ebarieme 0f A% Pre-1976 pawformanes had carried 14
Shyough thres gwmeral sledtions %0 powey; She nomewtun
hed spent 1tself by the time ths vixth gemessd
qwim ssme womd, The nonalith of the APHLC powew
wos dlensntisd o8 ales the rectreining influemes £4
exerciond on Tongmeniation fyom o DOOitisn of Powee
and styvength. Msh the APHLC in Mdasrrey, tw
sppevtonists Bth inside and cubedde ¢he parvty felt
snocuraged So orxgaxies themsclves to dislodge %he AFVHLO
W foming ssalitions with ovhere so dctormined,
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An statsd dn the previous pages this politlesl
ingtitutions are pooy substituse Wl thout pecple's
meaning partioipation - on the tesis of 4lis statemens,
14 wnld be idWweresting Yo dlgouss dihe fxpact of
pelitical aywten on the polisicsd bebaviouw o the
peeple -n? Megtalaye. I4 has alwmys Dess arguad that
Parlismentary dsmocravy and parly aysbem capeting for
the sugport of the eleftoraie devaloped 2a th; soclioty
whnre the individual was not beora fnto & Hightly
organined group whioh demands his loyaldy and affords
s pvppers in his dealing with the sead of tlw cemsunity.
Xn India such groudietaste and sub-dante dominjte
posisl 14fs md fnevitadly infinence thely nenbors?
ats14ude Soverds Polisied gropfngs’ Dewoerecy tn
India hes go far o & clever buluncing of diffevent
cante 1:&1&“._" Bat in W comtext of Heghalays
*Fasticndlies wnd groupisn nade the fomiative stege
o2 ¥¥ibsl polities Iike in other parbe of WortheBast

S

S« Os Vo Puwor Holmendor?, Cests and Pdllties i
South Asie in Folitico end Soclety fx Imdia, {(ed.),
09‘_21 24134 0, ‘m ALien a4 Unwin m-).

6. AshoXk Sohte in his erticle ¢a "Ovcudy Preudieesn

asd Politionl Pariies®, Sm:) Naxital B.Nanavatli sad
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india ponsitly LHaocavse ¢tribal allsglievios was in Yhe
begimning primarily olen oviensed or villege ordented™,’
whiers the individul Wwhaviour witiin the structure

of sookety 40 zegulated in %erns of the ascepied nerws
of e olen to whioh he belonge {with wegurd 40

WMoth, denth, sardage and financlel obifigutions olem
wpremite s close elustexing of the meshers on

fonidy kin). But wiéh the ecming of vepwessuistive
institutions ela is no longer the sole detemmining
faotor in polities.

fw)y speaking, twfore the Gowrumentd of India
Ast 1998 ~= "5 oonetituticnal advmonme for the
2M310°% rurel 1eedevaiin was netfdentizied vith pelitiond
parties. Qan layaity and fasily statue wre the )
fnportant dDasts of lenderehip end polftleal sffiligtion
vere wlatively insigniticant, Ase, edumtionsl
qualifidations mad cooupation wors at beat, seomdary
omsidsrations — wossn bhad iittle opportunity ¢o
aoglize leadeyehip ﬂ;m._ﬁ But after 1935, sew Yremas

Te COwmuddawy, J Ny, $Degltes 2375,
3s Ihidss »ist.
. Ssclety i matrilinsal dut ast satrisrshal, Women

Ao not zule and were Aok ¢ven alliowed 90 attend
4he Dughase oy Councile,
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in 4he struoturs of leadershiy asoes. Ioeal Lesdersitp
is now inclined Wwards & power sxtentation awd she
wural Sanididate an wll as cendidates wxe engaged ia
s keen politivel cempetition md kepd politioad
objestives uyper most in theiy minds when deciding
heir slestitn stimtegy and techniques in megard 4o
*he sedilisstion of polition) surpert,. Ths ¥ Nk
Genesnl Elestions (2iyet in Meghalays) show shat ¥dw
voter Lo insreasingly Weecming wore adtiolate and his
groving wensitivisy to the econccde and politisal
protiams dut not clan aw the sole dstersining fastor h
Ms wvoring behaviour, The r.anﬁc-‘al systen wos thus
fn the provess of westernisstion bus the persistenee
of 4wndivion o8 Tefissted in e syutem 18 ome of 41w
renaziaghle sharuetardstios 4in ths provess, In SMis
staneetion Almmd aud Codeman'® Mot emphasiesd Wmav
svery politsienl wystem L5 Qualistie or nised fMlling
sonsvhere along & continum betwess the nodern aud the
traditional, Z4 may e peinted sut that & msdem
polition) ayctums sre the gwenter Jiffermmtiation of the
Sseondary strootures and an attenpk en ke Davt 46

":J' - ?Il ' ”! 33«37,
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ponstrate and molemise the peinary styuetuves.

A study of the politionl Dehuvioue of the )
pessle of Meghalays ¥eveale g pixtume of tmilslon amd
#oMMity and modeminn ¢ tradl tionalisn awe the twin
dnteranting Tfeatures 52 the politioal systen in Neghalays.
% tonde 46 oin ot tha sehdevenont of poldtioal e
#ocaoats gouls Dut tho menns enploycd iu shis dlwestion
nay be traditionaly neo«traditions. omd cleo modrmm.
Bere & uention ney be oede o dhe Sixth Jehwdale to the
Insien cometivution Wioh almod at the introduection of
the slamens of populay payticipstion in pulitios and
adulnistration snd at the same 3ime to Frotect $hw
Srudivionsl ingtitutions Wiieh are otill in existenes,
In siis oomestion B, Paken Obesyved thats "when all is
sald and done, the fact rematns that Vhe seciery has not
besms albils to mtively dicoard ts temditicus nor tobally
abyord tiew 18ss o¥ MORt « the socloty Jies seaevhepe
betveen & trmmvition from trodition e medewnisy whieh
nay sometinen Do o0alled the msdemity of swnattion®, 1!

1. B, Paken in Ma article on "Jalntis Tridbe of
Kegimlaya®, Semingr ont Socigl snd Polisioal
Institutions of the H1lle Poorle of Worth Rusd
Indde, July 45, 1977, wuiley the Joint suspiess of
ehwopologt onl Movey o2 Indle end Yorth Dase Indie
Comell of Soclal Dtudiss Ressareh, Skillong.
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