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Betterment ot condltlODs of bwDeo lt.vlr.lg bos 

tm4?ubtedly been tbe 4omtruat tbeme tlll4er1Vkl8 'tbe 

tocosseot cberuteebtlttT of bam soot.etJ.' (l) HlsiDrr 

been testim111 to t;be fact that societies ttwt bave 

ohenge4 m11cb provtae exalted con4tttons of lt.vtnr tbeQ 

s~ctettes tbet have retnel.ned retettvelJ' stesnettt. !he 

prospert.ty ot tbe ebengtng soetettea of tbe west, erut, 

tbe poverty of tba eomperetlvely stllbbom e4 stable 

soctett.es of the eest are alertD.g exemptes tc. this ettect. 

The eeonomtc ve11wbetng ot e soCiety 1s1 tbns, rolete4 to 

lts piOJ)EftSitY to ohmge. Be tt simple trenaformottve 

prooe.os lUte evolution, p.-ogress or sllttbtlY eomplexa 

devetoptlent1 or most complex• modomtzotton, tbe theme of 

!nvsrlsbly ell of tbem la •ebause• hence tbe t.ntertmcet 

• the eeonomtc vell•bekag ot a socteey t.J releta4 to tee 

mo4omlzatton: 

As e CGDcept perCQlaSDg to no mre tbcn o prooe~o 

ot cbmge, mo4G~Dtzettoa bas come to be besteget! by a bOa' 

ot soeratngl.T t.Ull"esGlvoble eoatrOvcrstes emergf.ng Otlt of 

the ttwo ttomtnmt tdeologtes of our times • Marxism m4 

Capltaltam• (2) One trtes to doftne tt cs e otracturel 

ebatatf:e vbf.l e tbe o tbor soaks ~ in terpl'ot t t ID te:ttmrJ o t 
cultnrD1 obange. 

( 1} 

(2) 

•• 0 0 ... 2 •••• 
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Our stttdY ts OD 'Poltttcol elltes end 1-10/!omtzetton 

vlth apec1f1t rotere1eo to Rajastbsa• whose ob3eettve ls to 

ltak the p011ttoal eltte wttb modernteatl~n, end toerJs OD 

tbe 4ebac1e ot tbe tormer to gear.u.p tbe progress, ot leest 

eeonomlot of the sGotet7. 

~eepSDI la vtew tbe purpose ot ?~lr stttdft 1rlatee4 of 

getttog tmdalt trep,t.e4 Jn tbe de1'1nlttonet qu.esmtre of modeMt• 

zet10D 1t seems more advtseble co strlke a. bt.lleftce between 

tbe two OOtlcepto. Strttcture a4 oalture beln; tbe tvo aopeot:s 

of society, every ebQOge to occur f.D e socSol•aett!Dg bes 

to be esscttellY tn.lttated et tbe level of tbe termer s..e., 

s trueture ( 3). Once 1al Uated 1 t ( cbmge) Enoompesaes tbe 

soclet.v 1ft toteltty. 

low, tat ttatton ~f cbEGSe at tbe level of strootu.re 

t.Deuttebly calls for mGbtltaetton of oePtet.D ras"Hlt-ees whteh 

remQtn tmder c.rm tl!'Ol of only a eb>!ees t fev ( 4) • tba 

pol1t1cel et!te • aurnu:st tbe enttre »>P\1latttm. 

He~ tbust see bow tnd1spcascb1Y the pottttoel etttes 

,f a sf)otety ore related to 1 ts ( sootety) cbsu:e. It to 

pPectsoty ttta relottoDshlp between tbo po11ttcc1 elite cn4 

• cbersse' thet ts so,Jgbt to be explored 1D tnts s tlld1• lbe 
\ 

'struetaro• only ren4ars the ctumse eventt.ial bat it ts tf.nolly 

tbe e~tarcl ospeot tnet tttms tbls eventuelttt" tnt() practlea • 

. ~ ...... ._~ .... 
( 3) 

(4) · #fflet'V"el''j""'R•M• S! Pege, Co_R., ''Jootetya M tntrodaetor;y 
AQa].ysls'' 1,1o4rosss MeomillED Co. ot lndte ttd• ,1919,p-450 
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In other words, wb11e tbe tormer prepares the body the 

letter gtvos ll!G to lt. 

the acnts soclc•eeonomlc, regtonel end oal tttral 

4tvero1t1 of our soctety oells atr our eltte-4omtno'e4 

«emoorecY b3 gt vo eqttal ER4 jttst etten tton to the te.r

vorytog restonal tDtarests. otv• tbe metDltn4e of tbls 

4lverslty tbin bee?mea en al.nDst tmposstble task. But 

the llecosstey of bGD41t.DI tbts toak keeps fl'ttatttet'lftl tbe 

p01tttcel eqttatton Gf tbo «JQDtry. 

tn adt!1ttOD ·to tbe above a<tversttr the CO'llltl'Y ts 

taeed ~1tb a most problemett.o ettaatS.Gn ·~bette tts atl'Qe• 

tarat p:roare~o ls coneeme4. Owtng ~ leek of requlsf. te 

leVel of copttol, know-mw end skilled mr.e-pOvor, oar 

soetety has muctl ot lts res.,urces eltber uoutf.11ee4 or 

tmde,...uttt1ze4. We are tws 0011 t.n tbe trena1 ttonol pbo.se 

ot developm:et. \vbet we nee4 ts not merelY econcmto vmgross 

but pt)Olttve and mocmtAgful alteraOIODS to ell spberes of 

oul' ltte. Ba.t tnla ts possible on11 wbEil we have ocqlltrea 

aece;.sei'Y leVel or economic prospel'lt.v. Bow vttdll our 

pttlltical ott.te betaS undtatab1y tbe •wtoltlers of pOwer• 

are relote4. to the problem of aur lnft'es tra.cturel developnu.at 

ts well «tmprotu:a4o4 by Seeb14mand aruJ 'tal v~ notet ••at 

my rate, tbe {Pll tt.cal ett. te tn tho tmdor develope4 C"'Jtm trtes 

bave be4 a 4eotdiftg v~tce tD determtntng the potb or deve\opmEl'tt ... 
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. 
( 5) Bt.tt to Otll' tttter 41sapf01DtmEat tbe role of tbeoe 

crucla11.Y s1galtlcent lot • tbe polltloel. Sllte • In tbe 

progress of our soetety bGs been retbcr condemnebll' nctrett.ve. 

tt ts no less conapS.Ctlons bc.w, 1tlstea4 ot aot1111 es e 
1 colleot1Vlt1' m4 s1Qoerol.v channeltemg tbcd.r enertles 

tto tbo catlSG of development, they are after nttrtllrtag tbetr 

personal Interests ln4nlgt.ag tn erNptton, sooesst.ontst 

ea4 sepere.t1st aetlvt ties t feettona1tsm, oestetsm eD4 

pal"ecbl.eltsm .etc. 1'be WZOtUJ1 bowever, does not solely Nnt 

vltb tbe poltttcel etttes al.ODG but tt bestoally ltes to 

the vartottS systems • sootal, eeonomte, ~ltttoel, oultQral 

ete. • ot oar soc1etv• the p1rpose ot our preset stu4,y 

to tbtte to t!leet the pol.!tt.eel elttes to relettcm to the 

poltttoel system, its attributes end tta processes, eo4, 

termer• s fetlu.~e tn deltvertog the goo4s. 

lteeptng 1o View tbe Satst.ttveaa GQ4 V.eStoeGS Of 

tt'le ebove p\lt-pose wbot ls feasible ts to make tbe stu41 

only at e mtoro • level. 

As tb1s stta41 beo so1e11 to 4ra'!d on oecondery 

O')tll"ces, Be3 as then bes beUl etros ED to be a tud.l ed preots ely 

bocct1so e:»mpared to other states there is mt ebandmoe of 

&Qtbentlo studies on the stato•s pollttes !D relatSoa to 

its developm-.t. 
••••• s- •• 
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Best4es1 Ba3aatban ts a eoctetv wbere artatoeHtte t.atereste 

beve retcned supreme tor omturtes togetbel". !hts f.Gterastf.ng 

feet provti!d turtber tc:.mptattons to prompt the stu4:v. 

o rhe sttt4y bes been dt.v1de4 t.nto as many ss ~bapters. 
~e~~~ . 

·rhe ~ ehopters 'P&rspeottve OD Bltte • Deets et lEnlth 

wttb tbe Cle~stot~l, plttrelist md Mantm notlons of Bltte, 

All these theories bave bed eptl.r eontrosto4 aut compared 

to tbe estt~at to contrlve e general ant! mellftiDSf\11 aetln1tloa 

of elite. the olasol.oel theories seek to 4ef1ne 'elt.te• ea 

tbe cmteest people endowed wltb sape:rlOJ' psycholQglcol 

nttrlbutes compared. t;) tbe 1tlfet1.or pOpt11ace. fbe MonieD 

opr~roecb ea S.t la tnnatblY Of)Jmnltte4 to lta tradlttoa or 

'economic ttetermtntsm' ~udges Cbe elite es mere GS«lts ot 

the b..,ttrceoiele wb.o cwt.ng to tbGlr domf.nent posltlcm ill tbe 

•system$ of prodactloa' ceme to 4omtoeer ovGJ" tbe Elltlre sa.par

stl'tUJWrt.al system ot tbe soctet.v • 
.f--h;llrl 

'l'tle e:eaoa4 chapters U'rJdcrstmcU.og ltcdomtsotton-e 

P erspeottve ... ts devoted f1.t tbe ceeesstble gcmu.t of theories of 

mo4erntzetlon. the •rra41ttma versus t1o<'orattyt questton 1n 

rolattoa to l!l'Odomlzattoo bas been pt.n-potDted. Aot'19 tt hrD 

bu.tt cmeraasly trled upon to deft.De mo,Ell'fttaotton in o relevmt 

en4 preetoe ve1. Kuept.Dg 1n vtew the c!emaas ot tbe present 

otu4y moduratzetiOD bes been tJI)UfJbt to be :tnterpPoteCI to tOJ'tls 

ot •otNcturel. verlebleo' l.e. Bcoraom.v, Culture, polity etc. 

ot the sootetv. 
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btrU)lik 
An efteett ve ·attempt bas been mede 1n the ~ 

eb.optor to explore tbMugb secr>ndary s.,urces tbe aootal, 

ecooomle, cultural, educetl3ttol, and _V-)lltlcel eto. bac~ 

31'"HJD4 ot tbe o14 end the new lest.sle.tors of RaJestbcn stace 

tbe baoi£8.->WlCI ot the poltt1cel elite bes a deflatte eer In 

Ills f\mcti'lrd.ng.{6) 
ti "t "-'the tdM cheptert 'Pertv Polttlcs ea4 illte• seeks 

to dtsc~m tbe neturo, lbrm end beckerctm4 ot alliDnt all 

ptJlltteat perttes wbleb bevo proved of soma cottsequcoe iD 

stoto-politlca,. and, to study tbe vari.,u.o, fll1tes thet 

d.,m'!Dete those poll tical orgmtr.tlttons. '9 estdest t t bes boon 

endeovt\tlre4 to h1«b11gbt the eompet1tl~n betwe~ 4tffeJ-EDt 

poltt1og1 orgooizsttons a:; a rll.ou1t of the O':X'Afilcttflg 

to teres t:; tbet they represeat. 
_h;,d~ 

l'he f4!1ta chaptert 'Ces te, cle("r, tocttoneJ.tsm end 

polttt.es' eonee!.veo t() enel.Jse tbe rote of oeste, clans OD<l 

fectlonel!sta 1Q tbe state • pGlltlcs. fhe qtlGStl.,DI 11CBStO 

Menlpuletes Polttlcs or 1t to pottttos wblcb mantp~late 

coste•• bes been dlsCllssod et length. Fu:rtb~l't tbe raalttr 

of • oeste etld ele:JG ovorlcl'P1DC' to reletton w U)lJ.tlos bco 

tilso :reoe1Ye4 our due otteotlon. Tbts cbapteJ- ~nld beve 

been ovo1de4 but keeplru: f.D v1w tbe eftecttve 1Dtttuaco thot 

ceote, cla;Jo end taot113ne11sm e:s:erclne ttP'lft con ~~rdler)\1G 

....... ? •••• * 
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po11ttcs, tt lt>ald neve been retber a !eilure on our port 

not to lncorporate it t.ntf) our s~Jdy. 
g~vutt~ 

tn tbe sDzta_ end tbe lest ctlaptert '1-bdemf.zCltlon, 

PGltttcs md Blt.te• • tn onero'JS ettempt ts m£4e ~ assess 

tho econ.,mS.c progress o t tbe provtace over the tGst tew 

4oce6es. 1ft tbe ftrst pleoe, r;nd, seeonny, t~ relete thls 

progre~:s tf) the atete po1tttcs md ptblttteol elites. 

the C!Onetustve pert o.f tbe stu~y seeks to pf.G•po1Dt 

tbe debacle of tbe state poltttcol ollte to \tSberlns the 

needed progress f)f tbe provi.Dce. 

(G) 
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1111 te bas b a en tmquQ3 tl?na'bl.Y pr.emordS.ol lA sGct.etJ 

es s f.U.auettc soc.d.o-po11t1cal roellt¥ t10m ttmo rA1111111a • 

.Joctety boa tuftldl e4 a long GBd toll some way frtnra prlme

valttJ to mt)dernltYJ stmpttctt¥ ~ C?mplexlty freqfleDtlJ 

verytng tn fl)rm, ctu\, so bas trevetted along tbo ~teatt'-Y 

of eltte ea en t.nevttabltty. Th-,ugb not teo 4treet!Jt bttt 

tbts realtt,Y ttnds e mention evea tn tbe earliest lttere

tt~res of btstory.( 1) Whetber 4tsoovored or tJDdtaeavGrea, 

the objecttvo rvel1tv persists. Elite os o 11torel term 

mlgbt be eontempGrmeous to. tts orlgt.D btlt tbe •reo11t1' 

it tQD4s to designate or refer to bes m tmtreeeeble 

mt1Qttttr bohtad t.t. 

It' e only stoee tbe t.~m o1' tho last century tbeC 

tbe pbcmom«mon ot otlte came to attract tbo ottS'Itton Gf 

tbo etmtemporery soOlel etu! bGbevl?tlral sclfiftttsts ot tbe 

west ( 2) hence a proi!lgtoas petroaaae tt;, 1 ts sttl41 bt 

tbem botb ot; empS.r1cel end excogt tatlonal levolo. 

( 1) tho Ve4as espaetatly the Ya,ur Veda, end l1abcbbor&tbe 
bolteve! h be llteratarcs deptettng tho sootety msttng 
r~ugblY three th~assod years ~m now ~tetn freqaent 
~eterencos to ktngo end warrtors bavtng snpcrtoP ooote
psyo~lo~tcol a ttrtbutes eompered ~ tho messes. 
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As a ~sequ.CiDce, the study of elites tede;v bes salDed. o 

...orld-vt.4e poplllerttr.( 3) l:Jbere tbese t.ntemporete otndtes 

beve t.mdenlobly vt te111 con trlbu ted 1Dwer4s broe6ent.na tbe 

el'a&e o.f soot.el sc1GDces, th•e they have also somewbat 

blurred their (soolel sotstcea) vs.slon by crectllll anprec._ 

Seated 4eff.D.lttonel qa.egutre pro11terctS.ng auubGI'Oas synonyms 

Of • elite' GXhaltng S'lWIOD1Gt1C tbG>rtes • 0 0")t1J'OG Of fH3Vct-8 

tntelleetual rttt end promtsoQS.ty.(4) 

'fbe very flra t GOCtlJ'eDoe ot tbe ~rtl 'ott te• ts traced 

beok to es eerty es 16tb OG'lt\117 A.D. Ill a Vrencb Dtcttonal'f( 5) 

t;o, refer t" no more tbCD a mere 'cbolco• 

(2) 

( 3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Sb-rma, t.,., •tt; tbeor&cs 2f B:U~' 1D Gechldcnend 
end tal, A.tt., I ;·~ilt(t"8ft '"'Deviopmca.t", tJev Detbt• 
•ceo cepe Pttblteblna CG., 1979, PP• 9-29. 

Msrvtck, Dvet.ne, ed. !f2l!jlgjl.D!OJ~~99. !~~!tm' 
Hew York.t fbe Free Press o •coo, galf p • '§1. 

Swamkcr.t B.c. ,.ltfllflffl-!2 S&~t,...!Jitz'M" em tre 
ft)r tbe ""'ttt4y oC ec e 1stems, , ew e 1, 
19809 p • l. 

''Ill tbe st.xtoEntb cstary, eeet):rdtflg to Edmtmc! llognet 
•Dtcttonatre tte lc T.,engue trmcetse dtt actzt.eme aetcle• 
the "-"tGrt!t elt.to stmplJ meat tte cmtce'' (obots) qttoted 
by Bottomerel -r.B. 'l'bl 111t~1 ttasf§i·t"~ .Jd!f,Sf' 
tn tenezowk ' o. •some eftic£l&iis no aeu , 0 
Elttes1 Amortom Enterprise !Dotttilte f()r Ptlbllc POltoy 
Ro:Jeorcb, Jane 1975, p • 258. 
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( chotx lrl French). A century later, tbe -aord lrt tho some 

l£38oage wos employed to meen co~odtttes of particular 

excolleaoe.(6) Stlll ll!:lter the word tu.rne4 to be et1 

oxpresstoc for '::.n.apertor soolol gmup• •. (?) For qut.to a 

eonst4orab1Y lone time tbe t.Ol'd tdtb all ot ito CO!ll'lOCe-

tlons end denotations r;:met.ne4 o pac1ftc ettraottoa fo!' 

tbe elossosrapbel'S onlr. It 414 bor41f socceet:l st111 

lBtb oeta ttlr.Y 1n mtlet.ng tbe gentus ot tbo sotolaro to 

explore tbe blatent reelt.tr tt refe:rre4 to. It was on11 

tn the secona belf of tbe atnteetb centary tbot tbe talents 

of two !tal tat la telleot\lel cetabertles Vtlfltodo Poroto 

en4 Oaeteao Mosca (9) O"luld discern tt. C,blc14enttl1ly, 

the dovelGpiDet'lt of the el.lte tbeortes fostered by PoretG 

eQ4 Mosca fbllows tbe emergenee of Marxist tdet)lCSYo 

Boralambos ( 9) optnes that emergcaoe ot eltttot tboory 

woo e ro$otlon to tbe evolottoo of Morxtsm es m Uleology. 

lblo section coaclots ot Ebanc1etloas of Vtlfl'cdo 

Parot:o GD4 Oaoteno Vlosca. 1'o ovmoe that Pcrotf!J boD 

<6> Bottomore• r.a., Op. e1t., ,p-.253. 

( 1) lbld. 

( 9) tbldo p • l07o 
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employed tbe term 'eli te• bore].y et~mle»gtcellr ts 

substaatleted by tbe feet tbat be uses the tom as 

a Consummate Counterpart o t tbe I tell en word t Arls to

orazta' medllng ·~the s tr'Ongest' , • tbe m.os t eoorltette• , 

end 'most capable' • f')r good as well as evtt"( JO). 

fbe sole crtte:rloa to become eltte, aeC!)rcl!ag tC) 

Pareto, ts t.D score bt.sbest on aoeles measuring tnY 

saetal •etue or OC'tmmodltY such as powor, rtobes md 

Jmovledge. ( 11) Sscetlence In my tte14 t.e. • ortt 

reltgtoa, p~11ttcs, econom.y eto •• provtdes •one• tbe 

aocens to tbe post'don of eltte. fD otber vordo, 

possessten ot an ontstmdlag attribute such as cbarlstuna, 

rtcbes, knowlecJge etc. by GD Sndt vldual or o 8r?tlp ls 

all tbat ta reqatre4 tor the SD41vt4ual or group to 

oeore b1Sbest on tl'le social soale bence i» torm en 

ettte. tttbe '1\ltstenamg tdee Sn tbe term elite, 

aecor4Sog to Poretf), ts supertort tyn( 12) t.mplYIDI 

tbet ell tbose wbO constf.tatte tbe btaber stretam ta 

( 10) Sboma, t.tt. •,a.t Th!!r.les o§-l!l'es! J!!irt • .P!\f 
RB~mae• tn oeclilt1enen! aD e t l.lt. s. 
"Bltt:e eDI Developmmt' n ev Detb1t •concept P\tbltohfDtt co., 1919, pp- e-28. 

( ll) Bee Sborma, t,.R. •s footoote ( 1) op. ctt. p-~ 

( 12) Pento, Vtttro4o, qttoted by Rem A~e, "iol&~10d 
!llltf£! ,,i!!f.t:f~J!'9&Jt5J!!l • tbe Biber POl t CS t 
Moeratt Meenakabt Prekcwban, 1915, p - 10. 
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aooSetr ere easenttetly elite. ~ redUce the genereltt.v 

of tbts concept be clesottle$ 'e11te• toto 'gove!'ntag• mtJ 

•noa•govemtng' ( 1.~) ones. !be former refers to 1ftd1vtduels 

dt.roctly or ot.bemse responsible for p?ltttoel govemence 

11b1te tba latter v•rtetns to people wtro excel tbemsetves 

to tbe fields ot economy, culture, eduaetfml etc. but ere 

not responsible fbr potitloal govemeace. Poreto tnrtber 

dtvsaea tbe •ge»vemlns • elites• ·1nto •ttocs et~d lbxes• • 

one repleelog tbe other as e bS.s torlcel :14 ev1 teblll t1 Ill o 

conttnue4 prooess termed as 'otrcutottoo ot ettees• lD 

bte pbrasf»logy. It ts tb1s •otrCtlletlon (of elites) 

aoeol'dtAI to Parew, wblcb fosters e m.vne4 cbaoge lD tbo 

broeder sootal • setttng.(l4) 1.\le cetSit)rlzatton of 

Jr.)vemlnrt eltte tnto ~ types t.e •• tlons tint'l toxes ts 

tnaee4 on the bests ot persOftal ottrlbutea. tbe ll"fts 
' by vtrtae of tbetr cbaraetertsttcs tbat of tektng ftrm 

end t11rect cetlon ted 03 Nle by fbroe. lUll ter, d1ototorr

abtp to m tnote:tce to tbtn eftoot. Ut111ke ~ltb thO lt~s, 

1t to cmnnlnBQe3s dltl tacttes ~ mcnlpuloto that estebltob 

tbe fOxes as rulers. SnropGS! demDcrecles ere expedient 

mtomJtles ot tbts farpe. ( 1.5} 

( 13) PGI"ct», Vtltredo, '.1Jl!.,tnd.mg_~9SJGtl', neu Yorka 
Bercourt, Broce & co. 1 1935, Vol. III, PJr .. 142?-24. 

( 14) Ibtd, P•l42?. 
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fbls makes conspteuotts tbe fact tbet Pereto supports tbe 

psycmlogioel bests of oltto • rule. 

Gaetano Mosce unllko Poreto coacetvo4 tG br1J:lg tbe 
\.\~Q_ 

term •eltte' into a eonsctso m4 restr1cte4 •• bo rofer 

only til the Nllng oles~. (lEU Inverlebl.y ell eooletles1 

notes l'bseo, beYe tW' dtstiDotlvely lmportGDt classes • 

'tbe ruling an.d tbe mted• - tbo former nuaerloelli 

tnstgnttlcent C')mporect 1n tbe (numerlcel) preponderenco 

ot tbo latter bat surprlst.ngly 4Jl!)tl8b lt ls tbo statlsttca11Y 

frestle atbarwtse aatle rultng mtoort ty \fhlcb subjttgetes 

tbe mo3ortey t'Ct t.ts superordtoott.on oeptteltslrut on tbe 

pr1vtteges of power. ttosoa t?o like Pa1'eto speaks of tbe 

qttelttotlve oleevege between the masses en~ tbe eltte 

blld1ng tbct tt•s the letter's latelleot.ttual, metorlal 

end morel ottpert.orttr tbet empowers them to govem tbe 

former vblob rematns naturallY devettd of tbt.s stngulor 

posoecst~n. He, hOwever, talks ot an epproprtate lnterao

tlOD between the ell to en4 tbe oon-elt te. 

'Bllt unltke Puroto Y.osoe displays greet concern tor 

the s,urco t~bere tbts •st~pert.orl ey• senates tl"'m. 

( 15) Borclcmboo, tt. & Herald, R.M. Op. ott., P .... lOS. 

( 13) teo sea, Oeetcno, '].tlg_,!l,gJ.!gJ_ QIG-91 1 , R ew Yorks 
ltc0rew-H111, 1939, P-50. 
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tbts 'oupl'llrtortey•, eeco1'41flg 1» btm, ts ''o product 

ot s~c1el beoqroua4'~. ( 1'1) For both Pcreto end Mosoe 

eltto S.a a gl")up tbat bas sa UDquest1onable say ID govemao.o .. 

In reatl"'opectton, Pareto's 'ctrCttlfltlGD ~t olttes• 

dces, by D'-' mems, enC1!tmpess 1 tbe ldddle-cleco 1 whOse 

stgntfteence to betag recJUtte-~ to the elt.te 1:1 q'Jtte 

eco•llnel.y potntet'l "JUt by rt~soo. 

GaettD~ Mooca•s assertive vtev tbet •orgralsett~nel 

obtltty graats power' coovt.nced bla dtsctplo Robert M!chelo 

most reGulttog t.n t.atter•s elo_queot· reessortton tbat 

•·tbo very str,toture of my orgent.zed s.,c1oty gt.ves rise 

co eo el1tea. ( 18) 1b Mtobels orgeatzett.on meeat ootbtog 

more tbea ollgereb.Y. 'lbt.s essu.mpttan led b1m to pl'Opt)tm4 

a lo.w nemol.J • tbe t.ron law of o11terob7' tbat pertains to 

aons\lmm.ate ooctol orgeo1zettons. StadfSns mdom soololts t 

orgGDSzatloos of ituope wbose orgmtdDg • prtnelplo io 

t tselt tD a tegootze OllSeroblc trcn.:!s, be bfpotbeal.zes 

toot ot Wbotever ldnd m4 ibrm o aoctat orsmt~etSon ts 

f.t t.n cortot.n fD ha\fe tbe -tectmteenr tn4tspmseble 

(11) 

(~) 
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leel!erobtp vbteb evo1 ves td tbtn tbe orgmlzettoa qttl te 

spooteneoualy en4 remet.ns ~at ot eoocPol of tbo messes. 

tbe reettty, therefOre, be argues, ts tbet ()f *MtftorttY 

Rttle'. 

fbougb t-30 tndtreetty l4elc Webqr pOt.D ts w the 

re$llty of elite In bts eulogy ''class, status GD4 power•. 

Power, acoordtag to iieber, ftods tts ttlttmotc expression 

tA 6?mtftGt1on, end ell pol1tlcel 4li)Qt.netlcns tmplJ o 

tt.mdemeatal relat;tonsbS.p of cr>mmend md obeilf.GDoe. Stnce 

tbo \ieberten concept of power 1s tbat of •cons teat-Gam'( 19) 

llean1og tbot em?tUlt ot power z be cons trt.a c, power ts beld 

by Eft tndtv14ael or croap to the utet tbat tt•s not beld 

by otbers. lt is the 1103«>1'1'1' tbc:a vhteb ta t'Dtmnmded by 

tile mtoort tr by betng ibrce4 tzJ odbere t() tbe vtevs of 

the tatter. State es e polltS.eel straoture ts tbe cost 

attiteble !ostmce to tbls etteot wbleb vttb a"vtev t(t 

mat.nteta lts order mnop<>ltzes tbe letlttmate a.se of 

pbJsleal fttroe. ( 20) 

tfllderstEGdtntlY enongh1 if Olll.Y the •Oonstm t.... 

sam• concept of power b.Olds true tbGJl only, loaleo11Yt 

the extsteace ot m elite t.n the t!omtasttoo • obed1er&ce 

( 19) 

(20) 
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relattonsblp wltb tbe non-ollte t.a tbe tf>tal social• 

settlftm, ts eventual. Once tbe concept 1-1 qaesfStone4 

the tete of tbe lt.»gS.cally derS.vet4 pl"'pOs1tlon pertef.niftl 

to tb<- o:xs.steoce of en elite 1s unprodtot~bly ealhageretl. 

!lone but Talcott Persons re3ects tbe •Coastmt-Sum' concept 

of ,power and develops e. •Yenable-Sam' (21) concept tbet 

regards power es sometbSng :pos:sesse4 by socS.ety as a 

wtaole. Haralal11b(ls QllOtes Parsoaa as no tiDe• ·"As suob, 

power ts e IEDGJ'elt.ae4 facllltv or res.,u.rce tn tbe soclety. 

In pel'tletller, It ts the eap~uttt)t to JDbtltse tbe res'!JtlPces 

ot tbe notety fbr tbe attalluaet of cools tbr vbl~b a 

a•eral public ooanttment has been mede. tn tbls sese, 

tbe eJDI')tJD t f) f petwer In soot. ety te meesttreCI by tbe t! egree 

to wblcb oollecUve goats are reettzect. !bas, tbe greater 

the efflclency of a social sytJtem fOr aobtevtog tbe soalo 

def1ne4 by Ito menbers tbe more pOwer extsts t.n soetety".( 22) 

Power, vs.owed from tbls fWletS.ooeltst porspecttve beers but 

little bopo tor the uael.Tats of ettte SD terms of pover 1D 

moderD demoereotes. 

An4re Bete1Ue' s cr1,1ot.sJn of Weber is most tlttiDS 

tn thlo contGXt. De notess "Weber believes tbet olaas, 

(21) lbtd. 

( a2} lbt4. P•99. 
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,owor end status are clOaelf tnterdepmdct, b\lt 110110 

ot tbese could be t\1111' explained b1 tbe otbers.(23) tot 

as now turn r.o some of tbo C"Jntempare.aeou.s stltdles on eltte 

besed on emplrlctsm. Reterrtng tD elites, COle mtorms of 

.,grottps vbt.eb Emerge ~ ~stttons of leedersbtp m4 tDfttU!Ilce 

at every sootelleve1"(24). tba term •ottte•, aeeordtne 

to blm, was brought tntt> use to evince the supcrtorttr nftt1 

exolu.stvf.lftess of personal retettonsbtps. Fl.oy4 Bant:er•s 

propostt!oa tbat the olttes teadect to ·be aoolel, potttteat 

and eoonGmto leadem was besed on ED 1ntervt.ev, tbot: be 

bed oe!'rted Ill a etty of tbe u.s. Oft tts elites. fbts 

unttmete17 ted btm m OODClade tbet ocoess to power tD one 

eree makes posatble one's entry 1ft to cotber oree too.( 25) 

Goorge Catlm•s ts o rare cpt.nlon eb?Ut tbe elite. Be 

believes, 111 o state ell tbe CebSDet Manbera, Ctvtl ServEQ te, 

pertr beads, lndustrtol houses, oxecatlves and laflaeotlt! 

people wl1!t cen tmpreso apon the deot.sSon • malten esseratle11F 

form dl Oll te. (at;) 

(23) 

(24) 

(25) 
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gou 1'.2!2 ll.Mt mus J!:l:r!: '511"1) RtES • 
v•••~·• •••IIIIa Wdi?R•I •• •·• 

Comp~red to Pareto's end Moses'' s tbeortas, 

c. wrtgbt Mills' version of eltte theory t.s rotettYely 

less EDcompasstag 1n mognltttde stnee St is lt.mlte4 to 

Amartoea S~clet)' ot 1950's. Re3 eotlatt Poretr)•s eltte-

rale tnevltabllttr md domtne,ton 4oetrtoe1 l4l11s ventures 

to enelvse eltte role 1ft p~re11 tnstttattonel terms 

retbel' thEa pGroboloct.cel. Rultog oat tbe btthezota 

pOpa:leJ' vtew ot qllelttatt.ve supertorlty of elite vts•a-

vla tbe masses, he s1111111es tbet tho stw.otuJte of J.ostl• 

tu.ttons ts such tbat ttaose et tbe top ot tbe tnstltllttonel 

bterercfly 101'1811 mooopolt.ze power. nceJ~toln tnstltutt.,os, 

accardtru~ to htm, ~eo\lpf key posltloDs ill aoetet.v, end tbe 

elite comprise tboso wm mtd •~nmmand P')sts• to tmso 

lnstlta.tt'.'»ns"( 21>. Be tdenttfles three p:t.VGtal Snstttnttons 

bcaee tbree kinds ot ell te 1n the Amortccn s~ctety o t 

1950's vta ma3o:r cor,V)rettons, tbe m11l tery end tho fet!erel 

govt. oo tnstltutt.ons • proltferattng tbreo oatefr.)rtes 

of e11to - economto, military ret! pollttcal. lbese elites 

toaetber 1ft praettce fo1'111 a slagle rttltns mtnorltJ • tbe 

power eltte • be:euae tbe aottvf.tles and btorosta of 

tbase elites ere slmt.lar end Sateroormecte4. Dlsoemi.Ds 
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AQ._ 
the mtlttarlen nattll"e of A.merte€8 eeptteltsm of 1950's bFe 

evtocen b0t:1 the totoreste ot tbe polt.ttoet, eoonGmto eo4 

mtltter.v elttes wore 1Dttetber served by taotaa mtltterr pOwer 

egaf.oat tbo eoemy (J'a_pao 1 lr1 1945) lA the first place, e.n4, 

secondlY, by selltne oat erms 1D tbe 1Dtemett~nel market, 

'lb be prectse, Mills <!ettn.eo power•eltte "as tmse wiD 

occupy tbe c~mmmd posts".(2S) 

tfnltke ell of bts predecessors Lesswetl comes up 

wt.tb en olto;etber new end et>nVf.nctnB tnterpretetton of 

elite. Bts ls e perteetl.J uttlttartm the.)ry (of ettte) 

101' he sees tbe oltte as prtmsrtly tntcresteil 1D erp!'f)

prlettng whet there ts ~ approprtote. "lnfltunttels" 

ts a term be empl,ys t'.t ift'llote tbe •appropriators• Sftd 

ell tbot ls \.t.)rtb ap'"roprtatton be Cells them os values. 

lD bls otm words, "'file tnnttenttels ere tbOse who get the 

most ot wbat there is to get"( 29). 'AU tbet t.o 1z10rtb 

approprlettoa' or boslc •votues', to put 1n otrtot 

tnoovellla:t pbreooology, ore threes dofel"enoe, lDoome 

CQd safety. "!booe WID get tbG most of tbeee !fJlgOP m 
Jll.l. eJ:Jift tile rost ere tbe messes" ( 30). 

(28) 

(29) 

(30) 

t-1t.lls, c.u.,"!.&l•. ft.m .. !UJ•i"• too~• ox1brd 
tfatverst ty Press, Ootaxv edt ttoa, 1959, P-4. 

Lessvett, B.D., "tGi!~Jos.~p. sef'B"ltUa$aWaJa'!b'' t ••rbe p?lttt.~el wr t gs at es-ol • tosswetl", 
tlltnotet lhe Freo Press, l~~lt P•295. 
Sbsrma, t.!J. t.D Secbtdenm4 & Let, ll.tt. EAs. 
Op. ott., P-19• 
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!be ep,.,roprtetton ot these velaos natnrall.J' 

provides the one eo access to powor but tbePe o!'f'J lorgo 

VG!'lett.Oils Sn eppNprtattag ·these vetttes. A.Jr))ng the 

lrln.aestlels · tbemsetves tbere W?ult1 be a strttcale t., 

opproprtete tbese vetoes. As o CMI'?GQU.ence, lt.)t'JO 11)1tld 

apprtlprlete more, otbtlh less. toasvellt tbas, telktl 

::»t e trtcbOtont.zed paver structure .. me1tlmt.lll pOwer wttb 

tbe t?:p eltto, less power wttb tbe mld-ellte, cnii ftnollY, 

least power wttb tbe masses.( 31) 

Dottomore'o enal.rals of ell te 1D plaiD t11d slm~le. 

Polltlcel olesa md ;p.,11tloel leadership ero tbo two tormo 

be betl me«e troqU.GDt end meentngt'ul use ot tD rete~' to t'WO 

411'1'ercnt real1t1es. Bo.rrowlflg tile term t:rom I~sca Bott1)C1!)ro 
I 

mesas by P"lltloel class ell those IJMtlps wbtcb oxorolze 

polttlcal power or tntlu.ence, (llc!t ere engaged tn tbe struggle 

tor polttteel leedoroblp. tlttbln o polttlcal olcss, pro-
-... 

p,.,unds 'Bott(')fQ!)ro, exists e mtb-IMflp • the polttteol '<n.tte • 

eonststtng of t.n4tvtdue1a vbo ore tn rool p~ssosslon of 
' 

polt tteel power tt) exerctze 1 t t.D o soctet:r et e Bl ve tlme. 

fbe sphere ot poltttcel elite otre-!lmsertbebmenbera of tbe 

govt.t edmiotstrettve personnel, mtlttcry teedero, end to 

soae eoses, ~~lttteal1Y tntlueottal temtltes ot royalty, 
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arts tflcrocy t Indus tr1 el b..,us es otJ d f.t ther e«nn.,mte eo ter ... 

prlsos. wrbe poltttcol class, tberef1):ren t 10.'l"ttes Battomt'H'G"' 

to cy.,mpose4 ot members 1)f fJMtlps wbtch may be engega4 :to 

varytag degrees of cooparettoo, oompott tt.oo or cootliat 

vt tb eecb otbel""( 32}. 

Blt.tes tJmm tbe attl'ibotlve vtewpoiDt of Mat.sal,( 33) 

bGVe oerteto queltttes • the tbrea •c•a • group oonsoS.oGs

netJs1 cobereDce end conapS.racy (m$flll.ng ~mmoo wt.U to 

eo tlon> fll 

tn the re:aplEGt!eot entogtes of mcQy a sctr)lar we 

ttnd reterGDees to vartoas .approaches tet the tdetlfl• 

eattoa ?t ett.tos wbteb, tb.,ttgb by tmpltcetton "Jnly, 

fectlltate as tn (l)tJr qnest ro.- e general -'eftnttton of 

ell te. tbe approaebas ores the 'Post tt.oaal • , tbe • tssne• 

porttotpetton•, end tbe '1\eputatlonal'ones. ·rhe first 

tbnt 1s1 the posttt?Dal epproecb tdenttfles etttes eo 

tbttse • boldtng poslttons ot SQthortty ectu.alU' meld.ng , 
ttey.aeclslons wbtle tb:)se vto dcm-ti ocettpJ sueb post tlons 

doD't moke key declatoos• (34). ?be •tosue • pQrttolpetton 

32) 

33) 

34) 
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ep,t/t'Oacb• tSn11ke tbe :ttrst seek t1)· dtrcctll looete tt;ose 

as elites wi:D •ectu.elly sbepe the f!;ec1sloas•(3S) wlttna'b 

ObV:I.Ot.isly cei1Jltt •cb for tbe posltiOtlSe file tblrt1 dl6 

tbe last t..e., tbe •reputett.onal epproecb• re«)gnlseo 

nlilfltuatlel persons to the CoU!Il1DttJ" es elttes "wbtt 

pl&J a slgnlfS.oeQt !'Ole end een get tbt.ngs dtme tor the 

O'Oiilf.llGQl t1 ,, ( 33) • 

All tbe ellte-tbeort.es that bove bltbertt~ Jl'.eeetve4 

treotmElltt ore oODo8.1trt.e t.n one vey otleest that tnvortebly 

ell oppose tbe Kant= epproaob te tbe tnterpret.ctlcll of 

elite. lhf.s tnterosttng teet coabtnes 1ft pert wt.tb tile 

neoe::~st.ty of ravtems retev8lt morxtED lttoretttro oo tt 

bee como to oc~lr'e consldereble purport tc social solences. 

1'no econt)mlc totrestNct\lre of a society t.s the baste 

strucmre dcatermlat.ng ell otber soctetel COmpGDG'lts • rellat.oo, 

Cllltttre9 polittca etc. • terme4 1n stdct Menton pbreoeol?BY 

as sttpezt • struct\lre. .,l'be foroea of prodacttoa to. oll 

strst1fte4 soctett.os ere O't:.!led ent! controlled. bJ a trw l.e., 

mlnortty"( 31). 'lhe a.tstEDce or sucb e pr1Vllcse6 mt.norlty 

( 35) (A) lTmter, F., off• et. t. 
(B) Arurel,n R.c., Df.,l2rS!l ·f"~fS§F!1ft .. 21 ... b.!ls~~UD 

ct tt es , Amtrtcm J?umo o ... oc t 0111, txlf 
.Tu17 19Bl, pert a. 

( 35) !bt4. 

( 31) Boralembos, M. & Eoreld, R.ti. 1 Op. o1 C., P•lOl. 
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1a e sootetJ implies prosmce Dt o peratlel mojort. tr 

doprtve4 ot o~t!!"shtp dld mntrctl s-tgbts vhtcb ts vtndtoatSve 

ot sttetel IneqUality. 'l'emey e.~oel"ts tbat "4tspertty tD 

tbe ownersblp tJt wealth ts one of tbe obt.et reasono ,or 

1neqtta11t1 1ft pollttos"( 3B). Poltttos te eb"'ut power( 39) • 

tnrrestrnctut-e't(40). ADd, since tbS.a oOt')Jlomle sntras,ruoture•· 

(tel~fXIMP le domloeare4 by a mtilorttr, tbt.o propertied 

mlnortty bes EH!Cess to j)Ower, tbtls, becomlag tbo 'rnliDC 

oless'(41) to u.se pover ea e coerc1vo means to fu:rtber Its 

ow Interests by •torelng tbe sttb3eeC.oless to submit to e 

sl""atton wblcb le egafJlot lto ( sttb~ect. class) In teres to. 

Tho tom tn wblob tbe lrldt.vtduela ot o l'lllln8 oleso, •Man 
v. 

argues, 'assert their common tnterests fa tbo state• (4a). 

(38) 

(39) 

(40) 

(41) 

(42) 

1'awey-' R.S. 1'E,gJ9lltt', tendor.u Allen en!~ 'fnwtn, 
19~, PP • 56-G'F. 

Dowse, R.E. & Bugbes, :r .A. 1cl1~.1£§l1-:~!!!lf'1l.!!U'' t 
tondcns Jcbl t1ile.Y & Sons, 1 ~ 

Harator.Dbos, M.. & Herold, H.M., Op. elt., 1>""101 .. 

lbtd. 

lbtC!. 



ieskl extends tbe ergumcn t tbet "Cbe malo index tG tbe 

nattlre ot et1Y actttel state ts the s.vstem of eemomtc olesa 

relotlons whtcb cberactEII'tze tt eo4 •be I'Ole of tbe state 

ls to put CGerotve power at t:be dtsposel ot the oloss wblob, 

1n my gtve S!)ctety, o14la tbe lnstNm<tlts of pl"Odttotton"'(43)., 

Pf.Jtllattzas (44) qutntessCtoe of tbe re].;;;tlonsblp between 

• stete end bi)IU'geotste•, 1s the oept.taltot stete1 wbleb1 .be 

feels best serves tbe oopt.teltsts' tnterests. W.bEG the 

mGBbors ot tills .Nlt.ng oleos oro not tbe reel ,oltttee111 

govorolDs ell te, to use his termtD.,lOtlY• lbe stote t.s 

•retettvel1 autor.tom")Us• froDl tbo rutttu3 eloss. 'i.h some 

degree tt ts treo ffttm tts ~trect tonuenee, Sndepmihat 

~ l ts 4t~ect em trot. Be ess erts that, mwever • stftee 

tbe state ts shape~ by tbe SJ:atrestructure, It ls eonotratned 

to represfllt tbe interests of capital. 

fbts perspeottvo vebemeatb anc!ermlnes tbe ortt• 

calattoa of eltttsts• doctdnetro by eball«liiD8 tbetr 

beslo cont«lttora tbet ottsarcblo ellfies ea'oy aottertered 

todepGbdence ot actton, Clllqaest!Dneble supertortty end btgb 

wtonoiD)' ot status. No mettel' tbe rultns•elttes Sn a 

(44) 
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ctept..tallst sootev oome from tbe oon•capt teltst class 

tbGY at-e but to s-poateoeoasty sabmtt tD e sttt~atloa tbat 

solely ntuttares bouraeota JD.tel"es ts smoe the .boQrgeotst.e 

tmd to stlb4ne tbe lllfras t;ru.cture wbt.Ob el.Gte de•ermt.nes, 

bes!dea otber sttperstl"tlcturel oomponeats• tl'le form, 

oomposttlon and 1'018 of tbe state. It ts lndlblltablf tbt 

tnle• of tbe oapt. taltst state '~::bleb Ss ot i\m4ema.ttel 

stgotftoenoe to tbe eless S.Oterests es comperet tit l ts 

• ibrm• end •eompos!ttoa•. I1S•s, therefore,. lastmtftceai: 

vbether the stote ts 4!emctcratto, ftetotf.trlel cr mrDm"t!blcel 

tn form aDd to eompOsed of mlfng elttes mm ~DI the 

masses. Whet ts lmpt')rtent tben ta tb"t tmder ol1 otreams• 

tenees, tts rGle ta to bastcellY proteet tbe capttcl 

1D terests. 'fbe poll ttoel elt tes t~tder tbe deso•tbetlt a tote 

are tbtas en tmportent lot re4uoeil to the stetus of a rttbber 

etemp oenSns OD]Jt as Sndtract cets ot tbe domtoeertDs 

boors eotet.e. 

'ltle b,ypt)tbestzetloo ooacelved b7 Poalarataae ma7 

· seem beel1n« overtones stoce tt basloal11 seeks to tm4or. 

ltAe btgb degree of t.ndepeodeace 8114 spODtea.tetJ of tnfl'eS• 

tru.ctnre, bat, lD foot, l t ceadtlllf QllVella the P'li tical 

roGllttos r~mt 1ft csplteltst sootettes dtssut.oed oo 

'8emocratte set-mps'. 

All the s~ola-p:tllttcel ~p,,ortunlttes tn e cepltaltat 
bb 

system - edt1lt trencbtse, OpCiloeM- of recr.tttmst t'l eltto, 
~ 
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eqtaalltJ • oriented lesal aystem eto .... serve ea epperataas 

f» sbodf)V Cbe exploltett.ve cbersctor of tr.e etete. Contrl• 
. '11 

•ence ot CO;cb baatsn Gp,orta:Dt.tt.es, qt&lescent 1ft sptrlt and 
t\ 

aoruD tt t1 lrl praettce, S.s ~·· btgtl11 obareoterls tto 

ot tbe avta oaptteltst class ~ tara numb eb4 blGDdtsb tbe 

explot.ted rarurs m ert!er 1» throttle tba eveatueltttes of 

a ooxlona C"lllm!)tton tbat meJ' accrue trom tbetr ~verstruag 

ales$ eoasetousoess. 

llezaxtaa nootolOIJ't tb:ls, sees elttes as e cr.mttagent 

pbeoomeaoD relate., to tbe nature of Snfrest!'tlcture of e 

soctety es op~os e4 trJ ellttsm vbt.c.b. seelts to ~ettDe eltte 

es o aocto • pllVcbol~gtoallJ supertor but t1Gy segment ot 

. pOpaletton res,ponstble tor teltiftg ma3or- deolslone 1n socs.ee,. 

tbls l"edtcal perapeottve bes ObV1?ns17 ODme to be 
u 

v•bemetly repuiltete4 br el1t1sts as a contenttoas tbeorem 
f... 

on tbe IMllD.tfs that, ft.rst, *Economtcs ratber tben poll tlos 

ts tb9 ~etermtnlDI tGttce Sa blstDJ')' en8 the bone tb.et holds 

sGotettes t(tJethe!""(45), end, s~lfly, the Merxten posttl• 

letton ~f "st.ane en4 UDt.torm deattny fer '111 st'>etett.ea, 

trrespectlve of thetr divergent bls~rtos • elesolessaosot 

(45) n~ttomore, t.B. '!llf~ .,e.§_ s92tes• t-ltttdlesext 
PC8Qla 1 19a4, pp 24•11, and Perry 0. t 'Pct11t1Col 
~lttes•, t.'lndoru AllEn en~ ~nwt.n• 19\39, P-21. 
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retlonel enarchy,dlft equality end freedom tD nll spbores ~~ 

1Sfe''(46) • ts un3uattff.eble. 

ltu~ essece of 1-la:nlen thought le talflbuteblY 

'ecoaomtc - determtntsm' whteb 1s mode use of as e yare!· 

sttck lD ell enel7ses bot tbe results ore never t'fevotd 

of l~gtc. '-'bst ails Man:len freme of 2"eferalce lG retntlttn 

to polttleal elite t.s probdllY lack of systemett.c presen• 

tattoo end olart tJ o t ertlClllattoa. 

fhe aobrtt'tCeblo ftssure between altttsm QD4 Marxism 

ls 01111 l)D tbe tssae of aetnre,. obe.rocter1 ·sntiJ reeNttmEDt 

of P')ltttcet etlte wbtle both seem p1eeatlftg flft the qtte&tt~a 
' 

ctf p)lttleol oltte being e mt.nortty peckett.ng pow•. !be 

ptaroltst penpecttve. Sastea4 of seetat power sfllGl:V tnveste~ 

111 a <1"eftne4 end oompost te lrl'GllP ot ell tes, melD t9lft tbet 

t t 1s d! vtaett eroong vr;rtous groapa ta sootety. !be plara• 

ltsts seek to vtr.adf.cate tbetr stand by ezplalDinS tbe 

maatlng apeo1ol1satton of tbe ftvlston ot labour resttltlDB 

1a srowtb of Innumerable end dt verst fled oooupetS.ora (CP.)Ops 

eaob wltb 1ts perttolllar Interest. "Org&Dlzetions •epresenttos 
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portt.C\llar interests in soctet.v ere tmo'tlll es lllterest • 

810ltps"(41). Stace most ot the pOpalotlOll oen not effort! 

to perttctpate dtrect17 lD poltttos. thetr tntoresto are 

represented by a relatively smell namber of ,..,te. "Polttt.eal 

elttea aro leaders representt.ng tbese 1ntel"ests enll porttetps• 

t1D8 Ia the po11ttccl &tNcgte. -Power tn seen, to be dS.s• 

persed ctntnu~st a pluralitY of elites wblcb aottvel1 compete 

vttb one enotber to tu~er parttctller tntereat;s.-.(48) 

Rebert Dabl'b pioneer epilogue 4ertVSQg from bts empt.rt.ool ~t"'dj 

ot rul'lnl ellte of R ew Bevm. (U.S.A.) tbet "power ts 

4lspersed among verli)US mterest-grottps e.n4 tbct tbls 

plurolt tJ of elt. tes does not form e aatfted ltl'Ollp wt th 

ttoa prompted by bts study cerrt.eA ora et the Macrostructure 

tev'il'l tbet tbe rr.s. fh ta not rulet1 by e ttrt1fte4 power ellte 

but amoag tbe ettte tbet~ are several who ove tbotr power 

to oconom1, several otbers to p?ltttcs, qd ottU otbers 

(4?) 

(48) 

(49) 

Herolambos, H. .t Herald, R.M., Op •. olt. 1 P•ll4., 

tb14. 

Dcbl.~ Robert. •!'te O~v9~' Rev tievesu 
Yok untv. Press, 19!1; • 
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wbo owe tbetr pf)wer to mtlttery etc. (50). 

1ft a nutsbe11 1 pluretts ts eontGDd tbat polittcel 

elite ts oot e atfl.ed phEDomEaoo but e body of tntereon• 

testt.ns· aqregate4 gr:>ups. 

fbe speott.lclty of tbe tbGOJ7 as evt6eftoed b1 tne 

'fiery f'eot tbat lt vel'tctDs to btgbly e4VttlOed strattfle4 

socledaa re.:~trlct ~ lt trosn tncompess!Qg ell soctetd.ea 

tnoltt4taur ~urs. 

to a autsbell, tbe clesstee1 • theories seek ~ 

4o!lne eltte ea a group f)f ffOple expltcltly dtsttngutsbebte 

rrcm tbe masses ovtng to t ts l?clOpsyebologteal Smpertort ty 

over tbem. UEber end PerstJns m 8eev~ttr tf.t expletn tho 

pbGnomeon of elite as tndtsp<maebly related to 'Power•. 

Weber fleer 'Power' es 'Col'lstdlt-Bttm• bGtee tt cen only be 

beld by a tev. WbUe Por3ons Sees 'Powe~• as •·Vorleble Sum• 

end JirGpounds tbat tt to beld by socS.etr as a ebole. Plurollsts 

vtow 'PO\\'ter• ns betng cbcre4 by tnllltltJJdinOtUl orgetd.zett?ns 

extstlas WS.tbln. o soclet.v bcmoe the hetortHJCDG\lS ao4 open 

cboracter of elite. !bo Marxists ~neatve to interpret eltto 

eo mero ogents ot tbe b"Jt1rft$1)1sle. t1bo by dlot ot ownmg the 

meena Of 3oc1e1 • PM4uctt?l1, ere tbe reel mMsOptll2GJIS f)f p?trea 
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'rhe nr..st fun~emeotel (4Ynsmtsm of soetety tn 'udgo 

by tbe test1m?07 O:f hts17.)rv ts tbnt tt bN:teellY represents 

en ever-extstlntt ead oa ~')tog cnll eett vt t.r Gt efforts creettn« 

adeptetlooa end tnnovettonEJ dey t.n ertlt ~eJ oGt. BrGadl.Y 

speaklalh the alttmete purpose or all tbts ls to meke 'tlvlng' 

b&~p1el' and mt'.H"e meEGt.ngtal. How • obcnae• tbl.t3 becomes 

tndlspeaasblo w stte1etv. All soclettes atl"lve to oharute 

tor g?od. But th07 61Uel' lD tbelr propeostty tG cbenge. 

And, 1C ta precisely owSDg to tbls <llttercoe tbet cbere 

ore some sootettes wbteb ore ncb end. sGme wblcb ere pt'Y.)r. 

end edueatton. While tbe letter tacit these ettrtbutea. t'be 

devet.,ped aoctettes beM p!'f)vt4ed 'll')t!tls' of eborate tn the 

aa4e,...deve1oped md r~evelopSng ones. Aa a eonseqt.tenco, the 

. let·ter oootett.es ere trytDg theS.r level best to sopblstlcote 

tbelr toomo-eeont)mfc syatetl. Tbts ebt?.ftBe dest:red lft. tbe 

e~nomto-bose bes ~ esselt1ol1Y f.ll!alder e obenge t.D otbor 
I 
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spbGl'GS • oocto • poltttcal & <mttnrel of e society. Bvary 

st)elet1 d091Jtlo\Js to cbmge beD t1t.t'fermt ocoa~e crad stJet~ 

P"llttcel system but tho 'Cbent,;os' tlestro4 Sa tbe oe')At)mto 

base Ql'-e matform to octllre trrespoetS.vo of tbe tltfferE'ftoOD tn 

eaoh•s btot<trlctv. 

llov tbe qt~esttoa tboC bas cooruEd c=crovaratoo lo 

wbetbor the abOve ebmses ta tile eoonoatc base will tum evert 

soctotv tifmtlool or trrospeod.Yo ot tbe watveraolSnUe Deturo 

ot toollDO • economtc obcnges, every ooolotr eJuld be eblo tD 

tnotntai.D tts trodttt1oe1 straatare QG m tl:!3p)Ptcnt taeret1Set~t 

ot tts tdCDttt,v. 

flbdomtzett«.a ts, ttns, no tess Gl' ~re thm o mePo 

»I'Oee :n ot cbense tbat 09tltves on tbo teobltt • eoflftornto ~tlmo 

end grotlually tm(!()mposses tbo sootetr os e ~to. nut tb!o 

seemtaslr s trotgbt O!)ocept ot cbmse te aot tboi: eeoy tG be 

et>rli'cl"tcb17 c!tacoroed, f4eftoetl end WllfGrat:Jod. t'1f,b4oftllzett.on 

ts olso s:a tdettlogS.col coacopt. ?be m6eta ot OfJ~fll'Dinotioa 

co-VE>17 wttb tbe obolce ot t4eo10s.loo • Montom en4 Copltollsm 

aro tbe tw 6omlncot tc!colostoo ot our tSmo utlt.cb ")tttllne tto 

e6.o ()f o etmtlnotlm on wblcb e mltttude of \lerlotf.t"taa on 

ld<Dtogtcol tbemeo ot mo6amleetl.OD bo\fe boea I:JI'D.llotc4-..( 1) 
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lbese t'laO antegontstlo S.de.Ologtes obvtoull seek • deftne 

moderolzotlon at contradtet»ry levels. tt o.rle sees tt ao 

a purely svuctnrel Dfltlora., tbe otb¥4' treats tt es a ~1e17 

oultttrel one. tse44ed to its tradt.tlon of eOMlomt.c detel'm1ntsm, 

tbe Marxist sociology explatns D16demtzatlOD tn terms or the 

struotaral. vertabl.es of a soetty wh11e tbe eapttoltsts exptall'l 

it tn tei'IDS of tbo at:tltarsl EG4 normottve lectors. 

It 1s bcstee11Y tbts t-rresGlVable dlebotomas cnntro

verey whlob bas readGI'«! tbe anders.tm.dlag of modemtzettOD 

very complex. 

Modemtzatlou, !D. ~e most Stll os-al smse refers to 

bat e process ot obeace. "the composite nature of tbls 

eoacept rend a-s 1 t pervast ve Ill tbe vocebtll.ery ot' sootel . 

soicoes en4 evokes tts ldnsbl» lltltb C'lncepts 11ke 'develop• 

met•, •grovtb1
9 'evolatlort1 end progress"(2) all of whtob 

esse ttal1Y mean 'ehanae•. 

SeemtnllY vexetl by thts, Borovt tr. redtcel11 4ee1erea. 

tbet "f.bdemlzatton leeks tbe merit of bet.D« e ceDt!ept, end, 

oven attEmpt to dettne 'mdem.1zttttlen1 t.a terms of en 

&peratt?nel set of vaPt.ebles results 1ft tbe tntroaacttoa ot 

e. lbt4. 
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Dew tdeaa vbteb bove relottvely ltttlo to ito with tbe 

or1glftol cone opt" • ( 3) 

Coc!btnl tbe tttereture on mftorotzatt'3R wbteh, ooC!)riftag 

to Y • ::>tnlbt ts bat e teston, 11e eontron.t dozens of fb~la

t1ons ot tbe coneept, oemel.Yt tbe 'l!radltltm Vs. Jbdemlt.v' 

tol'll'lllletloat 'tbe soclo • Otlltttrel't tbe Marxtma the psycl11>

logtcelt tbe teci'Dologtoelt G04 tbe normative torr:a.tlattone 

otc. fovarf.ably ell tbe tbeart.es of modGI'D1aatlOG p11oseot 

ettber o 'wtllmear Wlf.Versells'Cto evolattoD&l71 or a 

'relGtlvtstlc v14N'J;')I.Dt1(4). 1b be oomprobeslve, tbo former 

aeeko to 4eserlbe modero1zetton as e process tbet wa16 ttlm 

oll tbe soctettes f)f tbe globe Sftt') o stn8].e b.:n»caaeotta attlty 

patcbtrut • up thetr soetal, nlturel, em:m~mt.e, polt tleol ma 

btstttrteal Mfterencesc wbt.te tD tbe tetter oose dt tfePeat 

soetetles wilt have different ~derntzet~ patterns 1ft 

coneoraenee wltb tbetr respective blstortcel sttuottoas. 

fbG general QDderstcAdiDg that goes about modemteettOD 

Ia tbet 1t Is e process Op.£'0864 to tradttton as arcues S.C.Dttbet 

JbdEftllzetlon ••ts GssCltlally a pi"'C88D • 0 mVGmetlt fJ!Itm 

tradltl~el or qassl • tred1t1oael order to certelD desired 

types ot tootrlology end aoaocS.ete4 fona of soolel • stNotare, 

3. Que ted by Y. 5S.Ogb, Op. ol~ t P•a) 

4. lbt4., p - 40. 
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aetton tbQs ta not ~ttst oupertlcla1 eccpts.lttOD ot some tsoleted 

'tbetr selection 1a a logteel order end soqJCilce, and lfttegrotton 

tnto tbe Ctlltural pettem m o wt4e1J remJ.t}'tag mmner- ts 

essen Hal"( 5). flnttgb of e··ul1.'ne tn4treotly tbts 4eft.rat tl(Jft 

seeks m eqnete 'traltt ttaa' vf. tb teebft() • eet')ftomto e~td 

oultura1 beekvarlbess1 md 3ustlfV •mt1emt.zatt.~n• as b!«blY 

oppOsed tC'I • tredtttora• • Oett:l.l\1 btghl:V crttt.cal of Dulie•s 

conteatton, Y. SSnab notest "!be fbrmalattoa ot motlemtt.v 

ts ofte also blese4 bJ' attempts to seo lt as opr.ose4 to 

tredl tton. '!bwe ts ell tmpltcS. t attrocttOD: tn aets.nt.Dg 

GlOdemtzettoa th~agb such a dlebotaQ.Y. It follows fmm o . 

slmpltstlc vtew ot oootal processes end oomplete\.J' neglects 

'blstortcttr• t.n modemtzets.on. Once sotence wes atm11err 

eounterposec! vttb reltgton, vblcb bos tetle4 tao draw coa• 

vS.otton, en4 la far fJOm tbe realltF• fradttlon ls the 

ver.v au.bstenoe tbi"!)Ggb wbtch pmcesses of mctemf.zattcn 

artlettlete tbems 01. vas"( 6). "f(od emf. zatlao", C')D teac!s 

s. 
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tit)rowlta, ,.mer ev• meta e further remtorcemeat ot tredtttonel 

stractttres"( 10. Tberetore, those vb'l seek to pro3ect modomt• 

aattoa os a proeens wtptnl out tredt. ttoo. st~rety predtot o stngte 

fate t'f!tr ell soot etles uru'lerpf.Dg tilts process. fbe qutntosaGQCGs 

ot Iepera en4 Cblna as soclettes QDdergot.Dg reptd mdemt.zatlorlt 

however, baffle tbt.s essumptlen. !bey are tbe societies tbet 

bave apt]¥ tncorpOroted the elements of mf)demlsattoo !tlto tbetr 

typt.oallY tracUttonal or quasi • tradlttonal SJStem& otrtktlla 

a bsleooe between tbe two. Dosptte bemg modem they bate 

s t111 rete1o.G4 tboS.r tredl tlorlal l<lcn t1t.V • 

Regerd.log tbt:S mtsWl4arstm4f.rlg tbet J:DGdomtt.r ls OPJIOBe4 

to tredtttca, Y. Slngb turtb.er remortcss "!be aoot oontrtlriety 

betwoea lllf}dem en4 tradt tl~nel ft(tt GOlF tn termo of soctol 

struet.sre but also velttes end n~rmo ls lost end ts replaeett 

by o ptotare o( evotuttona!'J • ll!Qltlp1o trzsformetlono. fa 

sueb e process of developc:at lt ts aot lmpt.tsstble, nor sb?oltl 

lt o11\'prtso us, tt glmag ft)le lrlconststfllctes m4 COIQttt.ve 

61a soclettoas are evtdeat tn tbe bebevtt.a• of mDdemt.eed 

persons, tor taoteace, tf e persma Ss en emtnent solentlst Oft4 

yet belteves 1a amens md estrolOBY• 1o rrq mt.o.d .oocb o 

'tilf.tdem' soc1etv ls impossible to emerge md does ao'C oo ter 
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atDt wb.ere tbo:re ta no s.nconststEGct tn tbtnkt.ne ead b_ebe• 

vtouf.''(8). Sr1n1ves ( 9) elso supports tb1s oontentlotl end 

op!Dos that modem societies bave more t.ocoaststEeetes vbero 

rotea md levels ot tb1rllda8 ere concemed tban the ttei'ltlonol 

Julien s teverd sees mdem1set1on as "soeloet~lturol 

trms tbrmatt,.s thot resttl t from feetnrs end proeeso tbet 

ere dtettactlve ot tbe «Jntem.poral7 tnlbstrtal vortr( 10). 

'rbts readers modemtzetlon eqtJ.t vel at w sootel obent~e bese8 

Oil tbe rotS.~nolltr that Ctlltural alteatl.,na fi'Jttow strttcturel 

fbe p&ycbolouteel formtalottons of tbe conoept perostve 

mo4omlzat10A es e proeess besloolly assoolated wltb "o aet 

of twtlvetlonal a;trlbotes or onentettons ot tndlvldt~els 

vblcb era seld to be ~bile aetsvtst, and tDaovet1~na1 to 

nature"( ll} • 'the CODoept lacks logtcel cmastotmv alDoe lt 

Ullduly ignores tbe tnd1speseble 101e of material f.nstram~rts 

ot modomtsatt.on, end, treats 'lndtvldttel payototogy• es 

lle 

St.ngb, Y., Op. ett. t P-64. 

311a!tvas, ri.lT. •¥s.~t •. l9 ~.fo~!m J9"'1L.m~ .. o~!JGt }!apw' 
8ombtQ1 Ante Publts tng fhuse, f9a4. 
s tveerd,3 .u. • '999~!11'»2E!tfl,. 9.t'!llf.1r!.l!~~jj39.!l.~go1~1.9Q~ 
'1rbeaes 11:llverstty tJf Illlnoto Press, l9a?, Vol. t, P.L!. 

SinSbt Y., Opo ctt.t P•P.O• 
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aor.oetbtne 1ndepm4en t of tbe f.nflucmces ot e soelel system. 

8omevbot tda'lttoal ere tbe fol'I:S111attons tbot coaeetvo to 

detfne mdemlzett~ tD terms t)f soetel norms and velttes 

"whose oettt, eooor<!tng t'l AlmMld en~ Verba, "ft)rm a petteftl 

eb4 en3oy relatl ve eutanom.v over tndtv1dttal mtl vatlf')DS or 
0 

o~oscf."lustUJss.,( 12). fbla vtewpoJn t falls to dlscem tbG 

rben tbere ts tbe struc1Dral vlev • poltlt ub1cb end• 

eenurs ttl expltrln tbe pmcosa as related t? 11 struott~ral 

vertablea sttcb a bu.resu.Ot"e:ey, mney t market, attaobment to 

sottOD, wbtob, acoart!lnt tct Y. Str:u~b, ls bttt e sJnobroaysts 

f!Jt psyob-:ttogtcnl tnt! normcttve torma.letttms bt~~ee tts bn11f)v-

ness. 

Parsons conoef taoll.aes m")demtzett~n as m ovotattn.nai'Y 

UDlVerseltatto proeess. Be talks of 1 ttlllott.,na1 tllltvGrseto• 

tbet are tnc!tspEilt.u:bte to e ooctoey. t-!ltb tbo m'2Vtr.DeDt of 

12. Al.mOD<l, o.A •• a Verba, s. "I!.9Hff" Cp~i!\~1", DostDn 
end toronto• tittle Bl'l)t.'D & ., • - ·• 

13• StoSbt Y., Op. ·01t., ,f•22• 
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soctets.eo f'rom simple to complex now 'tUllVersets' evolve. 

ln tbe eerltest pbese ot tbelr srowtb tbe setotett.os be4 

ro1111011, •~tcetton, soclel .. orgcnlzett.on., bosle tecb

oolosy m4 ld.nsblp as tlve ln8tspca.sab111ttes. OJ'Otdng popt• 

1et1tm • pressure, Sf)Clal • segractettons md terrlt»rtel• 

spt-eott trensfGnted tbe 1d.Gsbtp • beset! sDotetr tato a otre-

ttftetl one. fa tba b.egtrmtng soelettes vero strati fled !nto 

twc olassest npper end 1GWOI'J bttt tb.ey came to be gradtte11.Y 

<1tffarGDt1eted Into rttrol ead Uftetl (!I)Gll\1n!ttcs vltb fbar 

olasseat tbe arlt.a tappet- ma lot~er. cDtl tbe rt11'4 urrper en4 

lower classes. StretS.ftoetloa ttms oomes to be tbe si.Xtb 

t ev~ltttiODGI'Y tmt.9ersal• siDoe t.t lotor prollferetes aoute 

dt.ffercttetlon treo from •asOl'lpttve bose• • end tc ts tbt.o 

dlffercmtlatle»D wbtcb ts ladlspcsEble to mdemlzotlon.. 

Pessono reml.nt!s tbot lf s trettftoetlOD felts to be ec!ecpetely 

end actatel.Y 4t.tfereatleted tt mer ratar4 mo4emt.zattoa 1Dotee4 

ot eeoeloretltlg lt. Wbat follows olong wltb stratttlcctton 

te • cal turel teatmttot1~D' that best4es retafoPota« tbe 1ottel' 

prepares C?ll8eDtel scops tor t.nnovottons. 

!be sootety bevSng evo1ve4 these stx evotuttoaory 

an1versa1o es tts tn4tapensGbtlttles aow become on11 ettrlble 
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fo# euetoin1ng the p~ocee~f Qodorn1aot1on which hoe yet to 

follow th~ough ·tho eoquontiol gtowth of bureeucrOCJt money 

and matket complex, genotallaed un!vereol none end dero~t'otic 

saaoeiotiono as tho laet foul' unlvel'oele 41 oe together conett• 

tuttng tho main outline ot otructu~al founcotione cf modo~ ooc1etynt4 

Y. Singh common to thot n tho tuEU:ltotn h.tsto1"1C1 ty of UJodOrn11ctlon 

.le .lmpi.l.clt in Persona" fl'eme of' rofol'enco but 1t dooe not fol'eclose 

othaJ' pose1bU1t1eo of tnodornlzJ.ng ot~ucturcl odoptctionc. The 

logicel. impl1cat1on J.o thot 1n llehioving moderniaotJ.on oociet.leo 

could diffE>r mare Jn tel'm& of ecelo rcthS.r thon 1n quality end 

ttl co that there is no boe.t.c controdictton botwoaft trodl t.lcn ones 
modGI'n1ty0 (1S). 

Poroone• cnol)fol.o .lo not, hOt,Uevor, fullv 1gnol'cnt of 

h1ctor1c.ity. Jt dtow~ on 1univorsoliam of hJ.etor.t.ctty• of oocJ.ot.tas 

rather \hen conoideri.u hioto~lc!ty of coch society, ond ta, above 

ollt 0 Proforoblo for 1to thool'otlcol pOt,aor oncJ ano1yt1ccl qualttioe 

·.to explain hJ.stos:1c1t.y ce call e evolut.lcn of modornizoticn" (tG). 

The study of ~ecobscn end Buc-. (1?) conducted en tho PorooniGft 

model of modern1~et1on also 

Pol' son a, Tslcot t., "E folu.t12f!AI'f ,Jvc-£se1eJ&n3§gs1''*~ Amo~icen Soc1olog1ce Review. o • 29, &o. , una , 
PP• JJ9•57• 

Singh, Ye Op, c't•• PPe 25•26. 

Ibid. P • 26. 
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POZ'sons, mwever, fells tiNt to pressat ttl ecomp&

sstog sketch ot modernlaatlora smce be tgm»res blgbltgbttns 

requls1te level of tbo lest fotar untversats, tA4 ebove o11, 

tile level of fWloUonel reoetprool t1 needed eJDODS tbe UDt.versale 

to tect.lt.tete mderrd.zett~•• 

Ia addltlaa to tbtst Persons• treatment of blstortolty 

of sl')otettes leeks depth f!tf maUsls 1n tbet t.t f'eltberatetv 

of vertt;tls systems (urd.vQtsals) 1n c sootety et e gtvm ttme 

To Persons, stJotettes kept ehmgtng rad evol vtDg nev 

lastt•tttms es it tt were 1n tbelr destw. And, there were 

no extstcttal reasons 'bebt.Dd to desene a mflltlon in bls 

sebGme ot h1stortes.tr. Wbot be prefers to ce11 •strttotures' 

oro, In feet, oo more tbal s consequence ED4 exteston of tbe 
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soS.eattsts vbO IJ\lppe»rt the PerSOAI.ta freme of reference t)r 

modemteetlon. 

. 
of !o10bee•s treetmEat of arJdemlzatlOQ S.s bcse4 OD the 

assallptt.OD tbat westemtzattoa ts eqt~t.v~ont to IDI)demleatto.an(~) 

Westerntaattoa ls bat a nerrov concept COtm()tlas ooty o less • 

pervestve "Prooess ot CODtrontetton betwotll weotem md nOD • 

westam eoclettest•( 21). Dtabe, tterefbre, optoes that tt oa o 

coneesst.oa t;l) tho s~altlva'less of f!evelop1Dg soot.etles cnd 

eo eft etd m OODcaptual olertty, mt!emlzetton ts tf) be 

1~. ~»"Dbee..t.A.1. 1 •~r .. s¥g 2f~l!&' Vot. 91 t .. ondont 
Oxford UDIVo Pl'GSO• 9l:l6 1 • •l$So 

20. Stagb, Y. 1 Op. ott. t P • 24. 

21. lbt.d. 
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Westamtzetton, as f. ts btstory would qggest, Ia onur 
loosely e pMcess of epoatenettls cbcnge bat e OOftSptraey at 

tb.e west to tmpose tts Ideology OD tbe orlGDtal soctettes 

tbr.,tllb tecblo • eoanomtc mob11t.zettoa. 'Whet 'be west oehteveit 

"wttb tbe belp ot relf.llOD (cbrlatteatty) Sla the post"('23), 

tt ts now sdea'V1>udrag to achteve wttb tbe help of ••tecmalo• 

Apdt from Toynbeets perception, tbere beve beeo other 

attempts to see •modemt.ze:tton• on4 •1114ts~lolf.zetloo• as 

coextatst.ve to sEDse end asese etleast. Ooe sucb att;aapt la 

by Levr vtD tnes tt> e&plelrl modeatzets.QQ lD terms Gt economlc 

ras">urees.(25) With a vlev t4 4oS.Og aw01 vltb: tbls ooni\Jstoat 

of modemtzottoa tt does not ceompess tbe ettre preeeos. 

The comaotettons ot t.nAustrtellaetlon ore overtly teetnotogt.eot, 

soetal ond Ollltarel proeesses ere const<'terett tmiler tt only by 

tmpltcatloa".(23) thea thet"e Sa tbe l.fsnU. stCA4pf>lnt on 

J'lDdemtzott.oo wbtcb ls solelY drawn ti'Om lts J.4eoloaS.cal oystem. 

a2. Dttbe, s.c~ • op. ott. 

23• Singh, Y. t Op. 01 U. t P•24 

24. Ibld. 
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•HttmSD tebou• rona tbP.)ugb Marxtam as tbe raost 

faademeatel concept. Sverytb!Dg tbo,t oonsU.tutes soct.et1 

be lt soolal t.nstttattono, 0\\lture and s~actu.re, tnvane'blV 

all are but prodaets ot blmsa labour vblcb ts the·baslo blmEG 

ectlvity SndtapClllseble to hllmCt lite tbat seelcs sustaulloe 

ttrst end otber Cbtap onl.J a.fterverds. \'beJ"etore, tbe more 

tbe treettom ot leb?u.r ts, tbe more \'.Ot.lld 'be tbe progress me! 

tattons tbet mey be eodowed vltb seefe Gf self - tote('JratlOJl 

or self • c!tsf.lltegretton depeodt.rag upon tbe ~egrees of froe8om 

end opoateotety of leboQI'"( 21) • 

'Mode of produott.on ts tbe prllle sOtl!"ce of maatteata

tltXl ot bu:meD leboutt•. aoa trs41ottono emerge ln society wbtla. 

25. Levy, J'.M • .T.R.t '99!Jte!JJIS. FdJS!D-f: ltl!~~!2~!!DlfJI1~ 
of ~l!JsA,.f94Jrl&IP•• ID Kuzaets, a.. ore, w.s., eo 
Gperlgler, J.3. 'B4s. 'ECOD.omto Orowtbt Brazil, Ib41a,lop 
Darb&m~ w.c. Duke Untves-stty Proos, 1955, PP. 495•533. 

Dabe, s.c. , Op. ot C. 

Singb, Y., Op., ott., P•4• 
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fbls eacapst1lnt1oa OJ'eates elteneutcm of ameD as vell es. ot 

bt1mea leboG,.. ContrtJ.Ilottoas tbla so on ptltns • op, e.aa a 

wtt:b. tne treedsm ts tba olessless, stateless oommwalst 

sootety. The processes tbet V>f.lld :render tbe evolntton ot 

s11cb a sootety pOssible are tbe prooessea of mo4emtaattoo. 

ObVl?u.slJ enougb1 tbe baste Qgw w1tb tbe MorxtsO 

soctoloiJ' ls tbet l.t tgoores tbe btstonottr of dtffe:rmt 

• sootett.es an4 prodlots e tmttbrm ft.l ture for all aooteUoa 

1rrG3pecttve ot tbetr struotarol ao4 eoltnral vortattons. 

Y. SS.ngb erpes tbet "tbe exeat 1brms ot EDcapsalettons of 

soct.et.vt lt mey be class • struettlre tn one sGctety, eoste 

1n enotber and raee snd etmtclty tn yet aDotber, l)J- tt may 

well be e colbSnation ot several ot tbeso otructurel 
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cetqortes f.DtG a4epttve aew serles or eaeapsulntlt)rts"(~R). 

Jtantsm tbts tatls ~ provide a sro:temetlc tbery ot mtt"orot

settoa. .,tt (mot1erntaat:l?b) euld well be Oq\lnted vttb the 

notion ot e Commwstst soetety*'( 29). Tbe 'evo1uttono17• ced 

the •atruotui'Gl' n..,tt.ona (tf more~D1aet1~ ttldmSnt it<••·> 
to be e aS.verselt.ctng process &:. aot a~ s-11 even: to tbe 

~eva.tzed soatettes tbat owe tnetr alle~ieaee e1tbe to the 

cepttellat t8eotogy or the COJJ1Dl11llst C«'H~. fbts fact ts 

dea.TODS tree tee! by tbe VaJ"letS.ons SJ.a. tbo moc1erDSaatlon • 

pettems o t tl'le nGrtb • Amflrleeo, 'Cbe west iGropeaa m4 tbe 

Japtaese soetottes ( 30) oll ot wt»m represGAtlrl8 oapl tal1stS.c 

model of modernlaetton ehonld beve bad tlllOftn•m mo~emtaetloo .. 

petteftl. 'fbts ta me ot COmtltllltst sooS.ettes as vella Russto•s 

tno~emt~etton • pettem ts apl!cttly .,Sftm-ent from tbet of 

tbe • 'Baropeea eommuatst eoctet:tes. 

28. Sf.rlgb1 Y • t Op. ct t. 1 P-8 

29. Ibld. I P-5. 

3>. Dttbe, a.c., op. ol c., 
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Afnllt J'epG!l Dabe remerlttu "It sb:Ows how, tbr'3ttlh some 

slfPllfloant structarel rearrGDsemeot en essGD tt.ellY Astra 

etbos ceQ st~ccesetull; take tbe road to modem1aatl.on"(31). 

Me.rtOD( 32) • .._, potn t:s C!) tbe dt tfereoces to tbe modemt• 

aetloo • pattGJDs ot Cbt.fta end that ot Japa wbtcb (4ltterenoes), 

be eratumt ·ere owSns to tbe UDS.dmtloal stmctul'e1 emu~tM.~ns 

!hast btltb tbe tatl'uctttrel• ent1 tbe 1 evoluttoaert1 

farmtllattmas of Cbe ~cep' ot m~emtzetl~n as they ted 

tevcmt tD tbe !btl\! \«trlt! Context. •"'!'be !bt.rlf t1ortd tlt18t beve 

tts OWD tdo:tlogy of m:tdemtzattoatt( 3~). 

"J,!o4enttzatt• 1n tbe fbtrd 1\torld l'latlons Is no' OD11 

a means ot eoaaomto end sootel developmaat b~t also e. process 

tor tbo pro3 ectton of tbetr cul turel self • cooscl'ltlSAGSs en4 

notional tdentS.ty ... (34) Most of tho '!btrd ~rlc! e.,unvles 

31. »Qbe, s.c., Op. ot. t., 
aa. t&WT, J.t,J. :tr. • op. ott. 
33. Stngb, Y., Op. ott., P•9 

34e !btif. 1 P•lO• 
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set tree t10m ebe ta&cers ot colotalollsm they natnrally stcrtod 

dosparotelJ se8J."Cblrlg for tbelr 14mtlt~ on tbe OAO bdldf md, 

tbe ptttabU' beekwar4 state of tbet.r economy beqa.eatbe.'l tn 

them by tbe curse of «tloateltsm eompelle4 tbem ~ hestea 

thetr ef~l"ts ot m~et'Dtaettoa on tbe other. fbto• thet• 

tturge tot' mol'leftlt t1 comtagtec! wt tb thO:lr urge for I den tl tJ"( ~). 

tbe matortal p .. e - requlst.tes ot m"emtsetton, aatversel ta 

bad to esaenttellr bai'ID?ntze wltb ita btstorr and cultu.rol 

tre41tton. Optt.Bum Inter-play of tbese matertal pre-requlsltes 

wltb tbo ethOs of e pertlCttler soot.et.v prepares the srotm6 for 

modemtzatlOD to grow and conS'llS.dete. lt ts 1ll tbls sEOse 
' 

tb&t moderctzatton • pettom of one soolet4V differs from the 

stegos r,f growtb on tbe IP)tmd that t~ey bove a eonservettve 

t~.,logtcal btes, Gunner • ~el remarks tbet the ftCraotel 

feowr In ~evetopmeDt ts m upwar6 movement of the soctel .. 

:35. tbtd. P•ll 

aa. Myr4sl, OttoJter, 'J:sl~ .• R~'t!N.M. 191!1-rL""'~S' ... !t}g,. 
.f2!~'i'SZ .'if ,l!dl'ml', tonclmu A1lca tae, !be PcgatQ 
Press, l988t Vol. III, PP. l847•lqss. 



• 48 • 

wbteb tor tbe South Aste nstlOfts aret "( l) ('Jtttput m4 tn:come, 

( 11) modlttons of prodtlotl~t (ttl) tevels Gt 11VIDIJ (tv) 

.attlttlt!es tovGttde ltf'e md w;,rkt ( v) t.nstttutt.onss en4 ( vt) 

poltatesu(31). l'bese eondttt.Gfts are so tnterltaked vttsb one 

snotber ttu'i' a movemet (upW&I'd or do'dlwaril) ill one, eccordlofJ 

trom tbe pant Cllltural ethOs caa btstory ot a soolety, tbay 

tbe entlf'e se~~~t ot soelel 11te, wtd.le the latter p~oltterete 
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soeteUes bave pre • &rrdru.-ee of lftdepaat'h:al'it.a Valaes over 

the l.ost.l'WICDt&l onu ta lbat tbG latter erG govemetl by tbe 

roaer. Reverse ta tbe oese wltb e modun soototv. •As 
' 

• 
tel"lll8"(38). Sttob "tftereese4 opar~ttoaellatst.ou teelle to tb.e 

growth of apeolaliae4 stroottsresfl( at) 'Wbtob "ts ebez-actoli.ette 

ot e modem soelety"(40). 

Acaor4Sal ttl YotED4h SSngli, "l{Odemtsettoa te tmdel'

stoo6 ss srowtb of a llftl.form set of oUl.ttlrel ond role • atma. 

tarat ettrlbates, but attmttoo Is not paid eo to trow tbeae 

attrt.butes develop t.Yplcel adaptotlons wltbtn tbo tredlttonal 

39. !bl6a 

40• Nettle, I.P. a~d Jlobe~n, u.,'I9~,.-pg'J99eJ}!zata 
!Df .• t,!le ~bde!Qllf!J!D 21.-!.9.CitlE!,J!I' t tma4oau 'Fe'bep & 
Faber, l£GS1 PP• 42-45, 
'fbG;Y propottnf! tbot etoaswttb tbe progrenotve speetolt• 
aettoa tD a moder.a soclet.v 'hero oleO occu?a ~e-dtffere
otlatton of roles. 
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o t e:;s t.m11r tton me! SJ'fte~ettsm aterts•( 41). fhto lta»l tes 

ttlet stooe the ta<!ep«aden t vetuos detJcenil t'to141 hom the 

trpleal cultural ott.Do end td.sto!'Y of a soctet1t tb01( tad. 

vatues) <!lf:fer fl'Om eoetety to society, wbUe tbe tnotJ\tmmtal . 
9alues ere ot UD1Vel"'sol aatQre strlce proliferated by scte.oe 

Gild tecmolOQ'f tbo seleotlva ps-oceos of asslmt.latloo enl'l 

o1ftorettom, ttus, may SB~lve "antqae 40:mblnottou of 

trad1 ttoool valtles w1 tb mileftl ones"( 49). 

Kodemlsattoo., then, starts Wltb tbe etmtindt t)' of 

SntJ06ttctt.orl md eabtGOCEilt &t moterlet pre • reqt~ls!tes 

of OhGDie tn e aoetetJ end gnws wltb tho gre&lat piOt!'llof.ftD 

of tba effects of snob cmattmstty enCGmpaoatng the Gflettety 

m entirety, cad ctm.sGlUiotes wtttf the pO!'petlletton of a 

progresetve QdvGQcemc;.at of sctUlce .:ad teotnology Ia e gtvc 

soot.ety aocounts tol' Clajor nJ.toattons Ia tbe econom,y, 

at.nsb9 YogEC4s-a, ''!adSI&fa'lta ~ f Jsdl·~~ tt29 • 
Vcrl4abeds bmson Presc !ii 8J tta;, cstioo 
Dt vlolon t 19731 P-214. 

Ibta. 
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snb • structures; en4 cro.ates nw cdapta'ttono tAd accelerates 

WJdemtzation tbs ls e prooeas Sllwl vmg Otmttnuet! 

tntro&tottotl Cftd enbsacematt of matertcl pre - reqtJtsltes 

towords the overall prctsportf;J of a soetoty1 au! tttmtng 

tbe extst!ng Gbsolete t:nt! the less ortoptlve tredittonel struc• 

~res end aGb • stNctlorea of tbe oGclety tnto upto-t4ate end 

i'oraulotltm ot m:ldemtzatton smold describe this procecs !n 

terms of (e) role • etmoturos emerging frOm tbe e?ntt.no.el 

ttotton of noctel otra.etat-e on tbe trlCtsl system, (b) o system 
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tug b~th e self - treaseedmco ot pre • erlst!Dt thdtttoa 

end of modem selenc.e"(44). 

1'o samtllertae, tbe functtonelf.ots view motterntaatton 

eo a process of sooto • payoJ:DloaU.cal., cttlt!l~al, eoonomle ond 

toobrlologicel cb61liG accurmtt es en t.ne~lt~btltty ~ut of ~be 

tntro&lotlon end enbaoenuDt of science end teob:loltJ81 1D e 

oGo1ety. A.s e CODstqtuace, all soeS.etles becmne ou.ttttrellY 

bt»mr.tltluaons dofa8 awQY wi.tb their respective • tradf.tlon'. 

tm •to.r:.ttls t approach to mo4em1u\toa seeks tG ozplaiD the 

prooeas in t~ Of ita ftm(femental «'ltlCGpt Of 'c:noapsulett.OA 

of btmm leb?Gr' 'lftcroastng «macltlttsness of the ezpl.,tted 

leb..,arorsl an6 tbe tnevlteblG •clesa • struggle' tbot ensues 

bGtwGGD tbo opprosaors (oders of the meena tJt pt'Ot!ttetttm) 

torsblp'. ftte Mnn:tst notten of tho processes of mo~emtzattoo 

thUs to ao leDS or no DOro then tbe nGti.On of tbo processes 

that teed to estebll.sbmmt of OODmUI11sm 11'1 o socf.etr. The 

tunettonollota etapbnc1ae tbs role of cultttrol vtmtables of a 

aoetet7 So moderotzattoo vb1le tbe Mcrxtst approaob QQdGJ'lfnos 
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the Sndlapensattlo Mle of ooonomtc verleblea.· tne lbtrd • 

~rld or the tntesrnl rtev of mo6ernt.zct1on soeas ~ dcd•t.no 

tt es e procus or processes tnwl'Vf.I'Ut reqnt.slto sYQeronysts 

betwee tri:IC!ttton end mdomtty. Htstotttolty (meeratag each 

aoctety 6trrers !n tbe ranwre or tts S&eto • 'Btot->rtcel 

setttng from tbe fltber, stJ mdemtzatton • pett•ma of oae 

society 1dll essGDt1e11Y dltfel' from that of tbe other 

society) Is tbe tun ffemUl tal cortcept tbG.t I"Jfts t~o.Ub the 

tblrd wr16 tdmlogy ot mdcmlzattOI'l. 

a :Wa II .• i * t J$. 
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Aay ottempt tD ptrne a .scb:»llstto pomoal ot 

'Polt ttcel ettto In reletlcm tr..t mdemlzattcm of soo1ef:Y• 

mu.st f.Dolatle ase, torn111t caste, olesa G6ncettonalt potttte&l 

ead torrt~r!al beckgrotllld of f:he elite. Ultl'a and Stngb•s( 1) 

ess .. tton tbat • famllY ts en, tmporttat un.lt af pOlf.ttool 

soolalleatton• lcc!ls mlP,i.,I-t tG the rolevcoe of the atudy 

of eltto bockpo1.1D6. Aboat age • beckgJ':luad tbey oote "tbe 

porttwlar stege of 'tbo life cyole ~ e pol'ot'lll ta at hos o 

lot ot mtl~tmoo oa bls overall po11tloGl orteotettoon(a). 

Wltb rogerd tD tbe olgnlftocce ot overo11 st.u.d.v ot eUte • 

gtven eootety, RSt Ab.13e GDtlGrtst nthe (l)rrolettao between 

beokgr>tllld end poll ttcel 'bebevt.,ur ls besed on the ossamptlon 

whet.ber they will be aympetbattc to or tp.,rmt of tho pMple 

wmm tbey ere roproacatlll8 or vlll ropre:ultt 1r1 fhtttre"( 3). 

lo 11ltre, GoK• GDd Stngh V.!l. 'lJ!)9~PJ..S11!9 .. !-!AJ!ll!f 
.!l!Het!.J!!.. g,P,g .. Je~~S. r.c>ll~&S!!J.llll¥1! 1n Saoblderam4 
end Lol, A.K. 'EJ.&a.m~.~J?ev.~~~i!~l!' New Delbtt 
ConcepC PQbl1ab1ag Co. t l9BO, PP• 91 • l2Pe 

2. Jblf!. 
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fbe dtcoosta, tints,. ttf eltte baetcgr.Juntl v.>ttld, tn no pre

cart~ns ihlrms, bGlp tme dtoeGm as to wblch class stvu-·ca\iev 

AGB • B flU!f..rJ!'S 1 :dl.:&!l •• •n PIIFF f~ -

fbe lbdlen Cona•ttutbft bas lett.'! ao. 25 years as 

the mt.nt.mm a~e fer tbe mecbenblp of tbe assem)lf ( Vtllbm 

Sebbe) of t:nJ stete 1n tndta bt!t to dtEDt on the qnosttOD 

of maxtnum e~e • ttmtt. A stady CODI!notec! by Mltro enA Btngb 

on e few tnd1eo po1ttice1 etttes to 19?1 roveele! thet 'age 

woo rolated In a etgntflOEDt meftDer witb tbe eltte's OWD 

•fbe table es w:u!ler 11 vett e~e .. s tl'tloture o t measb ~a 

of three aucc8:1atve aaeeuibllea of RG3es:tbeo. 
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• r l,.._dOdlfll&;a ... .-. ... ..,.,.. ... .,..,...,_. IMI ,...,,.,.,.,,... ____ JCQ-1 1-••-••-·-·--·---$0olltt_l.,l•l .. .,,..,,...,....,'l'llli'II.,.IO,..hllf,..,._,.. ... .,.....,,..,..,,...,.,... ..... ,.,.,...,.,.. • .,..,.._._ .............. ~_..,.,. ..... ._. .. d .... ...,. •• • • .......,....,... •• • " • .-.... e.._. 

3; ... 45 

43 .. 55 

55-65 

1952 
no. ot Parmms 

53 

.... 

............ 1 •• 

P ei'COO tegG 
to tbe total 

33 

.. 
5 

•••• • rrrw• · 

1957 
No. of Per~aa 
~ 

44 

G9 

41 

1 

15 

" • ..... [ 
l?a 

rn ' •• 11 ... 

l9S2 
Pereenta~Je mo. ofPe.re".))s Pereent-

tD tbe tn tal eg$ to 
........ r p ••••• ··~-·~ ......... 1 ................. ~ .. -·!ihe. ~~1. 

25 39 22 

39 83 47 

-a3 46 29 

4 4 2 

9 6 3 

t ::!ill IF II r• t, .,. . .... ......... , . ' I ·-·· , ... 
lOO 176 lt)O 

• • ., ......... II •• • • - .... ,. * ........ ,... 

1) .T eta t C.t-1. t t "State Legloletnreg tn In din" t tt ow 'Delbl• 1912, P•32. 

11) 'Congress Ke iam Vrtrsb' t Pub. b7 Cong. •tdbetl Sebba Party Otflce. 
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su.ceeostvo deoltoe wtcb eon be bordl.y tatun co 0. beppf 

devetopr.a•t ubtle the otattott.cs deptcttng the ege • flJ.'Gt1P 

3B • 45 eo eeen as eonttnur.».~slY swelltruJ. Sb?ador(5) 

SflttinStoo thet largo propOrtloD ot l4LAs !D the first md 

seeoalf escembttes vere to 1lhe ege • stoo.p o t 25-46 yeera. 

ttl the foartb assemblY, informs Purt,(6) the maxlmtlm nt.tmbo::r 

ot t4LAB ( 38'1) ere 1ft tbo ege • gnup of 4.5•55, end as-: ttl 

tbe ege • group ot 39-45. One iaedlete Inference from purt •a 

stot1ot1cs Caft be e5ral!D tbot tbo paroentego of t1LAo 1n tbe 

tou.rtb en::u•bU' 1n tbe age • m-oap of 25•35 mast have bcon 

qu.tte lass. fb.ese statiottcs ere obV1'ltltJ ED'-'Uib to Sndicote 

<bmtnenee ena o:»nsollf'attma of mlildle - eged ell tes In tbe 

overall strtlcture of Rc2eetheQ obllserobie 01.1te. !blo trena 

s. 

a. 

Sbareita~. Lerwrcnce.t.., ".!~12e~P.ij", 1n. Wetner, t-t. B4. 1 
'qt;§~!.P~llY9a.Jn,InB!J.t Nov Ot'OGYt Pl'ince~n 
tJatverslty Prean, JmR, P•342. 

em 
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oat meny a mtntseer belonged to tbe oumorlonllY exp~'·u!fJUJ 

age-gf")np ( 3J-4S) vh11e they essume4 tbel:r offlcea. ttl tbe 

slxtb assemblY too the ege-grou,p (33-41) accotm~tl ibr tbe 

largest sbero ,tbet Gf ep$11'0Xblr teU 5'7» wbUe tbe percentase 

of the age • ll'Ottp ot 25-35 dl"'pped 401G to a c1taeppo1Dtln8 

f18f,ll"G Of 22. 

CompettlDS tbe. age • gi'Ollp (') t Asoembl.Y Gild Lok S cbba 

membon of Ba~estbm tJf tbe firat three ~erms, C.t-I. JoiD 

poSilbs to a stmller trea. Bevsn; ettempte4 Gft t.ilenttcel 

comportaon Pttri notes tbnt tbe f?ul"tb Re3astbell t-:asef:bly sew 

,-oungeJ> members vts • e • vls tbe tok 3ebha MeduJro. 

'*ReCN1tnumt ot 1~wtger tGDerstton tnto pllttcs, •obaerve4 

Pan, •reftoots tbe srntbeote of new end olt'! genorettODs9 

e~d esat.sts !n tbe p9GCGftll trsDoformatlon of aocletrn(e). 

fbe eventuo11t1 of st1ob e B711tbe:J1s ls but e convtvlel 

CODj ectQre b.eat81led to sarfece oal.y by oar oves-opttmtsm eb?Ut 

futuro. Bat tbe CODteaporeaeous polt.tleel reeltttes ere 

eruel enoasb to abatte:r tbls optlmls. N ettbe tbe qqeatt.lat1tre 
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eutopeJ ot tbe R~estbt:a poltttcel eltta nor tbe logt.cal.ly 

4ertved quel.ltet1\te details evtnee o~:~cb a s.vntbesls end 

trmsformatt.on of sootetr. to recapt.tlllate, tbe tocts m4 

ftgurea dlseqssett tDgetber bave evtctenoed tbe over .. rtst.Dg 

domtnCDoe ttt expertenced elt. tes ovel" the truncperteooe4 ta 

tbe aree of stete P"ltttes ot ~e,Sasthen. 

iQJlCA:l.l'Olf~L ,BAm&OWtle I 

B1gb11gbtlrttf tbe tmportmoe of e4uootton to poll ttcs, 

ltey Jdlltor pf.D pOSrlts •• ..,. •• "tb.Gt op~stt:toa to oatbortta.rtdl 

poltttool elttes, p«>1ltlcel toleronce end sopport for freedom 

Ill oxpresstoa. end c1V11 liberties tend co tncreese with 

edtteetlOD"( 9) • 

'lbe UDlvarsel.lY ecoepte4 vttetltJ of edt.tc!etlOD 1tos 1D 

tts mocUfJSng tho •:.udt1 , Pltllbl.Y bJ Snt.•haolrug In him cepebl• 

11 tlon t» beve Jtetter uode-s-stmcUns m4 epprectatlon of tblnss, 

dlt!t ebOVe ellt to iJeVGlOp totermee CD4 J>Gel!ze tbe VltelltJ 

of cotleotlve tnterests es atrafraat the pertteulglstle ones. 

In e devetGplag set • up ltlte lrldta leveto ot vel.tles ent1 

tnett.tuttono reqalstte to sustatruaee of democracy, eac! 
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,olttlael ID'WOlveme:at ~epen6 upr.m ·~.tcotiOG' ft>r oxsltett.an. 

Ra~estbm bes beert s pre4om1nmtl.y 111ltel"ate state. 

OnlY a meagre section (20~) ot IC9 pOpaletlon ts lttereta. 

c.x. Jeln Snforme tbet tb.e peroen.tege of mem'tH~I'3 attetae4 

eedtteotlon up to post • gradaat1on ( lew gre4uatt.cxa tnolu.de4 ) • 

bea rema1tu14 aldst O!)ftsteDt t.e., 2? to 2S::. ln tbe tbrea 

teglslataroo, vbllG tbe pel"cen,ege of un-'ergradttatas bas 

ve.rled from 13 to 17. fhs peroEnteao of matr101llete om:bern 

bevtnc paaae4 low • socoa.de17 bas elat) r'emetne4 on«eflected 

1 .. e., 21 w eg;; Sn all tbJtee 1 egtslatares. t!Dse wi:D em 

be roagbly celled es '1tcarate1 (tdDce et best tbey om reed 

mt1 wrtto only) ac<nunta.t fo• 941 SD tbe ftrst tbree aosemb-

11es. l'll the fonrtb assemblY, Part vrttes, me.tdlero bevSng 

e6u(!etlon upto metl"t.e d14 abOve aocoun teCl tor 14.ff anti tbe 

rest I.e., 93·~ only were wltb e college beek8Pltm4. Bbe 

ftlrtber t.nform tbst the llelot-tty of non - matrlCt&lotes were 

sobedntecS castes end tribes rettm.ltllg frail resGI'Ved CODstt• 

ttacctes. Port•s elebore'e emptrlcel uOrk oa RJl3astbea 

elites reveals tbet 1Q3lo1otol*'a ere better quellfled tbal tbet.r 

fotboro. neaardlng the fifth essemblt Nosla (B.K.) menttons 
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that ob.,ut 24~ n!'lsembly mer= ers bed e&toatlon. Qpto mt ~dlo1 

121 opto greduatlon • eb!'Jat ~ post • graftuatlon ssd approxlmatoU' 

3.'31 graduetton to. lew( lO). 

fbe s tetts ttos OQD te'lned lD tbe preoedml d:tsousslon 

lllamtoete 'bat alth->~b tba overall cdnoettonel lG'IOl of tbe 

ollt$8 1s low end unsetlstectory by 011 stSD4arda yet tt ts 

aot thet dlsepp~lntSntt keeplag ta vlew tbe fact tbet R£4estbdl 

ts vttb 8<1! ot llllteJ"ate populettoa. RecN14De:st of blgbly 

et'htoettd elt tes a bows o dotaVG1'4 trm ~ m4 tba.v p.,re seen b elng 

perpetua11,- qnetle4 ·by et tber more].y 11 torote OP only nc.rntnell.Y 

ed1loete4 atttes from tbo ft.Pst leateloturo to tbe ftftb. 'l'bst 

tbe legtslntors t:Hlrpessed tbotr f&tbars tn edacatton ts e p~!nt 

tndtcatlng ooctel obdlge. 

Ocenpatton of m todtvldaal Is no 1ess stgntf1cent a 

tcc:rtt\r tnnuC~~otnc the Ve1'f natnre of blo p:>lttlcal tovotvement 

md bebav1otar. As Is Obvious, ~ostbal's ec:»nomy la 

lOa 
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aar1CtllttU'"&l SDd over e1Cbt1 peraeat ot lts pOpuletttX&: dEp tnds 

QpOO ~grtcul ~re ftJr 1 ts ttveltmod ttr.lugb soil • typo end 

cltmette - oonlitttons tbere ere b~rlflr ®r.u:etol tor expe-

4lent ptU'SUtt of ecrtCJt.ll f:Qre. The first essemblJ' betl lA"" f'Jf 

tta ~tal atreragtb os esrlculttareltsts. Tbt.s pereeatsge vent 

upto 28 1n the third assenbly1 and, os a eoaseqaence, esrt.• 

ett1taralt.e:ts oeme to be the largest oomapatlonol lfMllp tJs 

1Df0rms J'eSn. 

Swatmtre, the m~or oppOsition 1n tbe tbtrd asoecbl.Y, 

was repre:Jented by Jellrders ( ebout 8":} O\Gift& OOJW!derable 

strotcbes ot leod td.tb empltlJed lebour, tor ee;r1CU:lturel 

parsul t. Ia tbts osoclr le\<tiOrG md btts1Deasmea constituted 

15 end. 1:r::, reopectlvel7 of the total strau;tb. lbe rest were 

Jonrneltsts, teacbers m4 ex • servtcer:~Gl. 'fhts oooeubty bo! 

lt:ffo soalal vorkers nt~mertea11Y rmklot aaxt ~ tbe egrteat

tnraltsts. 

fbe repOrt OQ tbe tbf.r4 genernt eleettOD in tbe state 

beers te:Jttmony to these feots t&ld fS.gares. Dlscaootng 

oeC\Ipatlons of the meman of tbe tb1rd assembly, Vema (S.P.) 
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means no spect.tled occupation hEDoe absence of e regular 

Ab?ut tbe lburtb assemblJ' Part p.,lllts to tbo abtuaoe 

af represeo:totton of tl'edo unlontats, t.ndtlstrtol. writers wblle 

vbtob tn etthor tt11et! by tbe meeen of blo ~olrlt- fomt]J' 

of by sbarec"ppera. She f')tmd tbet 5~r" of tbe lestolo~rs 

1D tbe tottrtb assemblY vere to the low • tn®me group of 

a,ooot• per mensem. 

tff.tb regard to tbe flftb asoel:!1bl.Y, Ncgla (TJ.K.) 

dlscor:ned that 59.5~ eonstltate4 tbe OQ1t1votton oatesor.v, 

eb:ntt 24f- were le3el • practtctorters, rou.gbl.Y 11': were to 
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1.n tbe tblrd Ra~estben assemb]J1 Obis post.ttoo ves belt'! by the 

tots: s ebbe( 12). 

All this ovtnoea bat SI'Ow!nl 6om1ruaoe of eplettl tnraltsts 

enli soctol v.Jrkero ln B~estheo .,etltteo .. 

Ab?ut tbe posstbtlltles of e earrelotton betwet:~J 

1od1vtdnt4 ellte•o occapetton end tbat of bts tether's, f4ltro 
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tn tbe ehildren, tmngb, tbo effoct of this on the final 

ovef'ell poltttool orte:Jtatton ta not t»c strong't(l3) 0 To 

amng tbe totbero, but !t gets weaker es ve mve to tbe tUs 

Ceates (Ad 2(1! le«S.elstDrs from other cestos bnve .Gdopted 

tbe flr.)dem OOctlpatlml of law, t-Jbile ennng the oeettpetton of 

totbers, none bed tbts o.s tbetr p:rt'.tfesston. Alttnugb SobetJuled 

Coste, trtbe mtl Muslim Mtl..s beve eonttnaea, mre (JJ' less, to 

~ll.,v the oecupetton Gf tbetr fathers Sld he.ve not shOta 

enl.l Sobetbltet! frtbe MLAa are In pett..v Oovt. SeJ:redttlld lobs 

llke tbet of $Ctl!>Ol teeetlers, petwaPl etc. ( 14). 

Purl's above O'mper1SOD of elites' sad tbetr father's 

ocC\lpattons ls elllple EftOttgb to prove tbet tbe prooesa of 

13. M1tra, £1.It. end atngb, v.n., Op. clt., P•l07. 

14. Purl, Sbesbl Loto, Op. olt., P-43• 



oecn.pottonel nnb111ty anmll tbe new rnd emergtng polf.tlool 

elttes bas gathered constdergble momontum. 

$!§1!.!10MP.9§Illmi t 

Bevtng sto.dletl tbe If.)11ttcal elites of Blbat', A~e 

speotftes •caste• es a typical basts ot •ellq~~e• fol'DltltSOD 

'td.tblll tbe elttea end estebltebes tt es a pOtent teotor tbaO 

tltsMtefJretG elltes(lS)• rn relstton to tndtvtdael eilto•s 

pollt1eel orten tattoo, Mitre eD4 litngh pi'OVtde the orettoal 

reesotts to evJAee oaste• s atroag lnflaeaca.( .16) 

All tble provides «tnst4ereble temptatt~ tor attamp• 

tlftg an analJ'sls ot Caste Cpposlt1on of B~ost:bon elttez. 

Ra~put, Brohmt.a, t-tabe3m met Sat are some of the major 

castes ftu--m:tng a>~ of Rajootbm's ~9Qlcti~~ the rest mmp-

rtses other J>1.)lttteell.Y loss ~mpresstve aastes tnolastve of 

sobe&lled. cast-an. Re2put:l proscee £ell to l9 end 20"' 1l'l the 

secon4! md tbtrd esseltoo rC!!pecttvelJt vb11e tbe BrebmSno 

o].metst mdotolned tbetr pttsttton os ts evt..,a:tt mm tbe ttpres 

15• bbl~at R. Op. Cit. t P•l30. 

J.S. liltl'o, s.tt. ont! Sf.llgb, v.n., Op. cit., P·106• 
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ot l5 en4 l?i 1ft the secf.Jnd m~ tblrtf .essemblles roopecttVtlY. 

Mahe3taB rose from ~ tn tbe ftn' essembly to 11'~ ln the 

sOC'lnd, Gnd ~ats trom 11 to l6r:.. A. ltoa•s shore of sssembl.Y 

see.ts tG the aforemeotlone4 throe teJ'Dlo tbet of 641 In avcroge 

oome to these fOUl' csstes coast1tutt.Dg onlY 3)-'j ot RO#estttGD•s 

populettoa. As tttr scbe4ttle4 easee ert4 tnbe f.1LAs9 the 

porcentege of tbelr streDS'b w~e 11 end 4 rospeott.vel.J to tbe 

f1:rst term vbicb increased tt.> l6 cad l~ respeettvelF 1D tbe 

o~d torm md remained uncbsagd to the third assemblY• 

'fbe stettsttes ena11aed f.ni\lcoto the ~ro~Qo11Y swelllng 

strength of tbo "mt~dle • cestes'' and 1oww castes md 

puuct1toted eurtotlmmt 1n the domtnmee Gf b1ab eantea. tn 

ottar "-'rdo, GD tcproveaent ws obserYed to tbo generol notuJ-e 

ot l'oertlltmeot of elites. the oaste-wtse oteegtb of the 

ftttb assemblFt aecordtng t? NaBla (B.K.) • ven es tmdert 

42.2-:: ot tbe neata was dlvtded e~Dng the btgb oaates 

t.e., R~puts, 9rebm1ns, Hohs~Gtts Gft4 Key8$tbas. 32.4~ ves 

the strcngtb of Scbec'hllod Caotea end ?rlbes wbS.lG J ats• 

pre::amce wos 16.~.( 11) Otber cestoo oonotltatea ODl.F a 
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meagre porcctege of 9.3. Nettle furtb~ nGteat ":In tbe flftb 

eaeembl7 of Ba3estben, Brebmlna, R~pats cd Meb~cas bnve 

more members ttux-~ tbetr respeettve oumerteollJ postt!Gits SA 

tbe steta. Bestdes, dele to res•ved constttQEOoles Schertu1et1 

Centes !fttl S.ebe&11el! tribes also have mre mertbers So tbe 

le~tslature tbt:n tbetr nttllel'ieal streru;tb"( 19). 

A fetrly eMJst4erebto ourtattmm t t.n R~ptlt i!omlnmce 

1a ReJastbm po11tt.cs as ts opporer.U~ from the sttccesstve 

decrease Sn tbetr strengt.b f!'Ml fll'$t legislature ~ t.be flttb 

sQJ"e].y ls en 1od1cetor ot soclal ct.u:age. Tbe socto-hta torloel 

reality tbet tbe Re3puts e•er en~oyed a pos1tlon of cbJdnanoe 

m6 exaltation sn tbe sootol otraoture of n~astbaD ts evtdent 

froltl tbe note-wo~tb.V pessmae by Verma md 11otblra "tbe 

preset name of tbe state B~aetben ts mdtfiell dortvettve 

from lts JtOpQlerly lmo\41 dest.cnotton ••Bc3ptJtme or •Be2ware•, 

botb dEDOttfttt e bt)~e ot RG3p11ts. fbts mass of lmc5 hes boen 

ass?oletea. wtth tbe ecttvtttes end ocl'ltG"tements "f Tlo3pnta. 

'lbe Rejputs ware e worrt.or fJI"'ttp vbo boa p1ere4 en tmportent 

"le m tbe tndtGD btstorr fJOm 8tb cent\ll'f on~da eapee1e11Y 

18. lbS.4. 
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fOttmeaoe to tbe ftNf: a.sse.tfl'bU't tbatr GtlCCeasi.Ve aeraJ.lmEilf: 

thereafter hom the ,ower track o' tho stet& atsntften SJ~Gwtb 

.fS1Ul!!l.Jl.P9.Bn~«! 

Mitra an.tl SS.n&b' s ona11sts pertnmtng to Jll<ltra elttos 

In le!leJ'Ol dGServes e spoetel. meottOD b&raJ ntbe Itl"'len 

ve!'loas class as ( ID terms of ttae eles.otcel or tDG.rXS.st use o t 

tbe ooacept). What be14 tbem together lRl3 tbe teae.cy of tbe 

tmpltott cooseas~o ~ng the JD~tsn Polltlcal Gllte on tbe 

19. Yermo, s.p. end Bbetrbbrt, c.P. • Op. ctt. 

ao. \-Jetoer, u. '! ~-~~f.9J~ .. ~j,g,g_Ja.lDr&e~ t Prtneotoru 
Princeton O'ntv. l?ro.oo, 1~9. 
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I 

sootel tsm, SOC\tlartsm ete. *'( 21) PtA • pofrli;t.na tbe ebang!ftg 

obaraeter of tbe fn(!tan elite Abt~a bl'lnss out e · snccessf\tl 

4tsttftettoc between *early' etttes (1947-1~2) ~d 'later• 

olttos ( 1932 ortve..as> seySnfJ tbet tbe fermer brA ao strtu:gle 

vlth tbe people sltloe tbe Interests ot tbe ·ell tea and tbo 

people were one • natton • bu114lfUh wbtle the latter came 

tnto !Atllreot CMttliet wttt;. tbe people ovtng t'l vor1?us veatc4 

toterests.( 22) 'lbts meerdogtul classlf1catol7 me1.1sio 

on tbls bast.s, seem falllag SntD tt10 broad ca~egor1es• tbe 

t1rst eomprtstag 1Gflf.Bltitnra wb) bri5 partlctpetod ID tbe 

P-2. A~a. Rom 'WJ.tJ.9Ji..ffib •.PfP!!I~l!.atJLJE.~le.IQ 
IPPSiueUSP' tn Secb1denend end Lal, A.K. l.lldQ. liltte 
md Development, Hew Delbtt Coocept Pllblt.sbSDg Oo. 1 1980 
PP• .123-138. 
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~ cterG\1 the p)lltlool seeae tn tbe late post • tcnependent 

pbmJe. Ab.,ut tbem Iqbol (tferela) obserusa tbe.Y oould bring 

c!!) so. Bttwever, tbey beceme pOpalar wf.tb tbe voters and 

camo In tbe to:ref'l"Qnt. Mor.,ver, Pdlcharett Ra,3 tnstltllttono, 

soetettes em be ctto4 as eito:mples wbtob serve es o oprtrur 

It calls fttr ~~)tried ezllll t ot "experience• to dtsobnrge 

the cruolel OQd typ!oellF speetttc fnootlcn of e tegtsletor. 

But lD: tbe case of tbe flr;Jt AssemblY ot ~estben1 Jetn (C.M.) 

fboad tbat 70" of lte memben ware Snexperleooed (Dot tnoapd;)le, 
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the second essemblJ be ta.tozrms tbet saf" ot its membero bad 

previous expertcaoe of vbOm 2~ bEd beera 1o tbe preceding 

Q.tHJemblJ• PwtaSB1Di b:J tbe tbtl'd assemblY, loin ~tves tba 

ttgqres ct 9~ en4 lg1 tor the expe!'taaoed. d1t1 tbe toexpel'lenee4 

we. ,bus, wl.f.Dess tbat from the flrst essezzbl.Y onweras 

tbe expel'ta'lced loatsletors etertecl oonsolttletf.rlg tbetr strer.agtb 

1'o mterpret lt aootoloaioallY, axpert.tmc• <>t maJJI)ersbtp 

to: my potttloal bocly star\SAs fJOm pe:rl1e!ncot au1 asseDI)lJr 

25. Part, o.r... Op. ott., P-60. 
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tatereot wltb tbe peGple tatl expond loeal lntlut'llce bestctos 

got.ntnl recognttlon cod pi'Om1Ddloe. fbese edvm.tases esso

ctated wttb •expeii.aJ.oe gtves one m eesv swey over bta til• 

upert.atoed :rtval In the olectton.s. Bestdes, poltttoet perttea 

role ita trelfttng tbelr mabers 1ft politics hos nGt to be cver

tooke4. fbe partie~ reSilforoe rGqulaSte ltaace e4 DlOQpower 

= tbe!r aGI'bei'S to~ C'lmpalgnlftg. Ao41 d'love allt lt Ss tbe 

«mtestenc•s pOlltlcol paJ.-'Y's ovef'ell tmage tbet tletormtnes 

bls porfGrmenoe to tbo Glectloaa. 

Empbes latna tbe role of •mtt.vsttoos1 tn tempttag one 

tl) enter pt)11tles, Ab:&Je r~kst Beormg SA mtrut the speoltto 

dlffePCG09S 'betwem the famtlleo dld CO~!tles f'Jem vbtcb 

tbe p•pte lfePtve tbef.l" ortetetlOD r:a~ veltlc, ta.toftlattca 

on oertnta ettt tnl.fes mey eoQ.Utre eu.tmlnr''( 93). 

About tbe mottvattoas tbot led tbe Rajastben elites tl4 

enter p?lltlcs, Pa,.t flUDif tbet taoventy ftve percent medtera 
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developEd tbetr tntercs' ID polttlcs ~rt.ng odultb!tod, vbtlo 

151 metnbers wero poll tS.ot.aed tA adolese<1Qca or Stl ,....,., age. 

Ptve peroEat &As pretePJ"ed temtl.Y as a factor tor entol't.nl 

1Qtf) pOlttlOS wbtle 8 pereet J&.As COI'lStdered fl"lEGdSt 

aetflbbours OP e&teottODBl t.nstt.tutto~ts es a factor ot poll• 

tlotsattoa. !be MLAB wb::t bs4 got Sntere$rte4 in polttlca 

Bul-fAI eb114b:tod wee met11 JJ:ltlua.teed by »?11 tlcel atmoD• 

pbero, nettonal ~Dvemeatt:Jt m6 soelat&l oomptttotons. Femt11 

bcs pleye4 a greater rota ill reger4 b'J members v!%0 got 

soetolt8ea de!ag edotesemoe. Polttteal otmospbore oleo 

hea en ~~e es e soctoltzettDI ccent ovor 'Y"tlftl • ege• md 

'<ntlege eta. • an eoolaltdftg agaots. Pel"'soaal 6teposttton 

also plo,ved e stgntftctra\t !Ole 1n tbe case of letrlslatora wto 

hac! the prlvUege ot l"ecetvtng ettltce edttcattca. Best4eo 

nottonat movem•t, prela • meDdal mvflt.lEa' bao beeo a Ol'f1c1al 

sootel.tdng I$Ctt>l' by vbioh legislators are bems aoctallzod 

iD B~ eotbal( 21). 
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we, tbtlst seo 1'tm1171 primal')' • ttrot.tps, eclucottorud 

tr&atltutlons, eoa, QbOvo • ell, sonCJtel poltttcal otmospbGre 

ob-eel'V8S1 "preelstlJ a oeste • wise aDal.Jels ot letlalctDrs 

sbovs tbet Brebmt.as, Vatstues mt't otber OGDe\101 ttes ltlte 

the eesto~ vert ot tbe stste. Alter tntegretton .Tat t.US 

!beao facts prompt ae to draw e rev tm~rten c aoctolo• 

gt.oal tatereooest tb.ot se«m«lo17 e&Oleltatng ciJEl\ts oomety 
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tne e&lcattonol lDst1tttttons m4 polttlcal. etu'.Ospbere etc. 

bave oertetQ.].y en edge over tbe prtmeJ'1 agEtlts ltka temtt..r, 

aetgbbourbOOdt pler • grottp < frS.sds oto.). Dep«l4t.Dt upt!D 

tbe stttdy of mttvettODa f.n relattons to Rs,Josttua 1es1alc~rs 

we f!n(j the (tegtsleton) falltog mto ,,., estegsrtes, tbe 

first ts 1DC1J:astve ot lGI!elators ot the earlY pOst • SlldepGQ• 

~cmce pbaso \1M wtd"e mcttvate4 by natl.,nol tad pra~e • mm4al 

mv·emGDtsJ vhlle tbe second ®mprtsee les1slotors of tbe later 

post • tndep«adenee pbeee WlJ) were end stUl are belog tnnuanced 

by sl~etiODal factors. 

0\115 st\lf%1 or tbe csate, t:loas, edaoatt..,nol, poll tical 

etc. boo~uad of RaJestben les1slatora vtadtcotes o close 

COJ'l8l'11a"tce between blgber le"~er of tndttt{)Del bterercblcol 

system (str&t1fteetlon) en4 pollttcat pt\ctttons het1ee ottr 

(lf)ftcluatcn that Jf"lS.tleal nystem 1ft the state ts e t:Ne ropre

aentetlve o: the 1n~G11tet1entsm oharaotertsttc ot tbe overall 

RaJestben eootety. 

fhe pl'e .. SnCiepent!SlCO po-11 ttcs 1D fnAta, vhleb bad Gnl.Y 

margtnol eoaue<Jlc:ttona, wa fD feet o politics of suraaete 

·aaamot eolontaltsm belog parsuod f~om tbe platform of l'ndien 
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Nottonal COA~trer.u;., such o ptt~st~ace collec! for bJOedest 

possible S!ObillzstloD ~t the m9etuw 1 vbtcb w~s succesofQ11y 

4008 by tb.e tl~ftN$8 by GplOf.t!O({ peoptest petrtottc aeatS.• 

meats et ih3 brnei1est \t.t'lti.,ne1) tO'fel, end by verballY 

#lttm'td!ns ~ !OctJl p~l~, at the rdo~-struot~ro'J. l.,vets. 

Thts t\t-eeiscly exptntne wb1 PraJa Manc!al moveaonts against 

the vlllat.notts 'elll'd&rl eystem 1tl Be3ostben were pll\trcatsea 

by tbe JnC to tbe extent Of merior. Hevtng pertlclpote4 1ft 

tbo pre.tn4epondooce polttlcs ond tested tbe awoat esaltta

rlmlom ot tba Cong.vesot tbe mosses tslt aue tbot tblo 

egr:lttoJ1.m nature of pollttos end tbot ot tba C:or.v;l"Gss 

o .. saDt.zetlmt eo uell 1!101l14 eontmne to exist oven afte!' 

tndepeo4a:aco ts aebteved. 

IDtlepeatlence bovtag eebtevad .a t'teraoc~aey boft't)we/1 

from tbe W~t eb6 tocepted, tbere come en tnEJvtteble resersel 

1D the notve of' tbe Congress • lt noturolty 4tt! rawey wttb 

t ta ego1t. terta1sm dld took ~ ell to • pOll tics as vns 

4emendetl by the • geme ot pt>WGP'. Tbe meo<Jes <l"ttld not ObvS.oasly 

l'Ooltaa ·ttrts 41-ostlc obi ft lrl tbe Qat:Qre Of pf)lf.t1cs a."ld tbe 

p?llticol orgat.~atloa prectaeu becauoa Cba _leadorablp tben ' 

e?mprtsed p<nplo wb bod bocn maraed]Jt cctt.vo !a tbe pre-
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S,ndepcmdmoe og ell tGl'llen polt tics t ana as a rosql t, were 

t.n direct thucb v1 til tb.e lllattses. !tis leo4orsbip wltb t. ts 

tr24tt1-?D. 'Jf <:omltlltcnt to tbe natt.on et1d tbe tlesaes belpec! 

t'leif.;, tam tbe :r~~1t!Qe '{tt tbe ;re-tndgpEndaQe~ ~otrtotlo 

so·~1el eud pe11tl-ce1· ~l.ttrDns ct baJ. 

l'b1~ pYeetsety uplalna tbe ttomL"l see ta tbe P4\J as then 

Pf)ltttoe of v>llttot•s atieb as ftkeam Pallwol, RlPele'l 

SbestJtt• Zel tferorea Vyas, Ookul Bhe.t 'Bmtt, Man1k Lol Ve!'!De, 

Ucbenlel Sukbetl1t!t ~b Hem Arra. u otbtl neu1 ll'4!'l!ba en« o . 

bt~st or others wbc · ba! partlcSpetG4 :to the aetl.,:tol movemmt. 

Owtna ~7ectselr to tblo sooto • bts~rtcal pr1v1lego tbat 

tbO Old CltteD eit.tYe4, tll81 kept ~fltrl\Ud:HJl'lnl thO yc)QQI 

legi.el~tors 1D Rej&Gtbea tlll tbe ttbtrd. essedl].y. 'fbls also 

explelfts wf\v 1n tbe $arlJr pbt'De of 1&2atbta •s poltttcel 

ed.! tttro, r~o~cn.al.tam1 p~l'lallsm, ceatetnm, com::un~S.sm 

md reglonoltsm eto. vera· not that rcmpmt; md deep-rttGtetl 

os they ore fD tbc ou.rrent pbeSe. 

tfttb tbo pessoge ~~ ttme tbe ledersbtp rn.-odttollY 

fleclt.nod t.J1 qQOlltyt ont!i D~ the 1)')11t1Cc1 Cl11tuPe1 pettple3; 
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toag cbel'tobed hopes of cmmotpett.on nom tbe tettoro of 

s&otal • tn oqUett ty sn~ oppreooton w~e sbetterod. folk..CJ 

et aoct$1 • 3t1ttt!co, pEOple' e part1otpetf.CD md dtffatJtOil 

of power plovea ttt be a lDUov promise. tt 1s tbtn reatt• 

aetton fJf tbo bJ'pt)ol'!tlc netare Gf u>11ttcs <m the pert of 

tba tneS&OO tb.at ts aoel'tlldfJ nnmtttng coctel • tcaaton cad 

acao ot snseeurtty tiJDODC people In !tn3'estlha.t. !bla 1s 

rather t•ne of tho GOW!.tl'V n.'l ta wmte. 

In ~u: .et;t!Sy llf altt• ,. be~kg:l' .. lutnt~ Y..l founA tbof; nWltler 

t.tf Gdgcs,t$4 legts?..;a~n 1.n !~ar.tbe t~ an 4 grsdaal dee1m• 

tdnee the tt.rst asse17. ttnto allOw srza.dual lilssoctstloa 

between o!aoott~ S!l4 p">lltto8 on tbe on~.a bdaa bttt vtnl'!cctes 

f{~O;t p011~1e~l ·>00!1SO{l')UC£HlS:S £.tl!)ng tbG f!QOtJBa OD the 

o·tbe~. A tJta3ttl.•!ty ot the 11J1ti1Y elites wore Gduaoted beotnoe 

tttey were di?s\G from the pro • tndvpendcsce nottonaltst 

movamont leac!erabt.p vblcb vas bestoal17 (end h~. to bG) 

pol·!tteo • intelleetual ttl Q!jtQro owtng tbo role (of tndnctng 

potrtottc consol'lWln•ss ill the people anc1 mbtltzmg them) 

1 t; ~~ t:J ;lay fl 

• 



• so -

fbe post • t.nc!epEDdmce P'l11t1es st.Dce beslcetu tnvolve 

eema Gt wto m4 pth:7Gt.t rtomonct no sucb ;rc,lo to bo p1C'Qe4 by 

tbo etttes, lt rstbor cells tor su.ob mcat.pnlattons uad 

tllcDGOnft'ea on the port of tbo ell tcs tbet ber(i]¥ reqat.re 

edQoetS.on end into11G01H. fats tb.o tn ueuacttual.S ere grsduoUJ 

devotoptoB o ter.t4EllCf to detatcb tbemael ves ~m tbo arODa• 

JrOOt p-oll tles. B eotdea, tbe masses aro · bal'411 ettrcoted · 

to tbelr ( tntollootDeln ') d!b1Vo1st tdmlotU.es. Conoe~astlJ' 

tbe dtstd.'lce botweat the masses md the tntolleet!lela tn 

vt.~GBSng (ioy•!D G:ld dq"lQt. 

bfe etso 1\'Jund that tzDst 8f tbO DOD...r.tletrtcalnte 

le«lsl.&tGJ~S were f~Gm the sobe4u1ed cestes Eat! trtbe 

aor.m::tmlttea. Tbl.s ebOwD ht>w edttcncton to sttll e prtvt.lege 

of onl.v o few. Democracy end extra • oonotttuttonal protec-

tion carry m met.Gtng ttU e4uoatl01l remotas tn tbo unprooe

dctetl: wedlc.ok WS.tb. t.be tll"c41ttonol stratlflcntS.on ayotem. 

Prooeoce of leglslcf'J)ra · WS.tb profosotonol baek8J"lUD4 

attcb fl9 lew, teaeb!nSt msiloSne etc. aas we noted pot.nta t~ 

the teet tbot tndepea6eat pi'Ofesst.on cea be pU.rauGl'l oloaguttb 
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" 

os we noted tn our study • IA4tcotes mw po11 ttca to bomg 

Mo f?Wld Penoba.Yotl R~ wstit~tlODt tbltolpol e.nd 

dt.otrtct b0ar4o, vartO'..tG ld.oen mvom«tts etc. ( pre-tnltepen• 

s1JJQ1ftcent tole tr.a tile polttloot s"cteltzott.orl of tbe 

·-- .••• 1 ...... 
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b•olde4 end of opPrestve Brttlsb colooteltsm. tt of 

necessl.t¥ Dl8111f1o4 typtool atrtJluttru;ttoa of fm"vorymg 

tbe.t brou;bt abOut a <leatro4 elterotton of p1)1lt1ca1 systems 

tnd interests prtt11terate4 prooess of pollttcal conact.ousness 
I 

tbet Op(;bod eQCI 'td.,med tbe Y(ll\100 ot f1)11t1csl porttc!pctl'3D 1 

"An t.mportmt sti'Uctural obcago tn l'n~t.e•s polttlool 

UDdemtaatlon wbtab tl)OlC place fo11ovtng tadopen~eace ues 

tbe abltt of empbeata from the ·mass pa11t1es ot Om4bt to 

tbe ettte ~11tlos of letu.u ••• ~ ... fhe cr.)llecttvo eaptnrle 
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compliments of tbe westem dOJSl!JCJ.-etto o ottoaa on !Ddta 

beus the rust new uetlon tn Asia tc follow tbe ttborol 

Itldle, tb.lst cm.se 'par11emEDta.l7 deaoercc.v• es its cbolsest 

form of Oovoromeot. "A c!emcretlc p01ttlcs1 system muat hove 

o pltU'allty of parties w gS:te exproas10D CO tbe dtvaqent 

opf.Dtons m~ taterests. !be opcmlless ot tbO pltttoel ovatem 

tberaf_f>re, pro•ed dst congent.ol tor the typlcel blatorteollY 

mnltt.tl1t11o.,tts orgen1~ett.ons of notional eDt! tooel atotusoo 

bellce the eommg IDto belag of vart..,tts sub • cultorel IJ()lltt-

vest Wbel"G p')lltt.cal parties emerged eB npoli ttcal Sntarest 

8r.ltlp ( cs 618 tmsutobed mm poll tlaal teotlons) fo110w!D8 
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~G 10!18 'amp fiOm stattts direct ttl party tri.ttnttt my tntOI'• 

venamg Oless-trenstormotton. CCAsscpGDtlY, tbo gmwtb ot 

c:. 
the 4tele~e of ooctsl ftttteeth• As the process of po1tttca1• 

ltT!)(!emtzetton becea vltb tbose perttes Sa tbe ereao, ted 

t1pzogrosotve _,loSntegrctlon of tbe OGDS!'Gss, tormntton Gf 

regtoa~Jt pol1tteal pertles, a «mttD.tte4 process of 1ntc4'Dal 

of tbe r11:rol soctol' lG polttleal life, m4 ftnollr, the leek 

tn all ... !nf'fla perspeottve lr1 tbe ll!eology ot navly emergtng 

pOltttcel pa:rtlea"( 5). As a result, OODtemporcoeoas tn~tta 

5t lblct. ' p .., 51. 
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.l!JS!J.ftl..qJ.i1;.i', tlEtl:l Dolblt ortmt Lonamdls, lQOO,P•270. 



• ea .. 

l95G pJ'Otlll1Settoa of • states r~~gr::at11attoo Act' led to tbe 

~e:sot1on ot centrallY cdm1a1store4 il.~mar to R~ootbsn"( lO). 

Bovt.ng O')me Snto belns tn 19491 Re3eatben rcrnotoed Qlldor 

C3ntrol ot en lntcrt.m govemmct beaded by a ttttmber of Cbtet 

J!E gtmGR'SSB PARJ% : 
M f PiiiMJ 1 I -· 

Llmee b'lihlpElll~coe os is tbe case td.tb most of the 

Iodteo states end eeDtor tbe O!)Dgrese boo 'been tbe rr:tahttoot 

trttot'( ll). 'i!be reason bebtn<i tta pptttartty lies &Dre tn 

blsmry tben uayttdng olt.ut. *Prlor to tndepfD{)El'lae, tbe 

Consreso wes not e pt)ll tl.oel party 1D tbe tootlltoel o<Dae o t 

OD1J' 10 tbe proo1plteto Of tb.G pre • tnciopen4!mt 'l'ndt£0 

10. States• ReorsmtaotlMl Commtool?n Aot, 1957, ?tb 
Alrnalft&act tn the '!ndtsn .. ClWlstttttt1on, p.g. 

11. ItotheJ1., P.o3nt.., 'ConJ!~~~.~rst~.ID ~J~~. l•stm 
auryey, Vol. 4, ld*'ifioe!!bert 1934, PP. l-1~. 

12. Stosn. Y., op. ctt.. P-50. 
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eel ot.reu.mstmces( 13). Aa fbr RB3sstbm ls Ct'.Hleome8 tbe 

tbere attf.ltot.S to tt, end, es whose provtnetel tmlt bea 

tanettono6 'RnSpo:teae Pe:rcbtttya Stibba• ID0 wbtcb wos lle1'1Je6 

tbo ptte3o mec6e1o ar·,und 1946. llle ID<!Iltn Rettonol Congraso 

. 
ned Gtbor locel e&!loes to servo notably tbs 1abollt1on ot 

eeonoalc ccttsea they stood for. 

Coneress party, tbe recognlze4 preotpltete ot tbe 

LN.c. • prest(led over tbe SntegratlOD ot Rajptttma states md 
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leter become rcoponstblo for tbo t;bGlttlon of J'orJirdort 

system. fbia beot oxpta1ns O!)Ogress pt>pUlarlty end domt.nenco 

to t tiJ (congress} pzoapeets Ill tbe ftrst gGneral Md ossemb]Jr 

oleettorts tn tbe otttna slneo tbla t'leproportied class bed 

mtteb ot tntlucce lett on tbetr mt_ • nub,ects. Aa o reettl t, 

the exasrotJo begcn f'esperetcls: lOGktntt f:4!P fe\Mu!'able ~lt ~teol 

ot1'3astmcl'lts en~ vhlcb tt tru.mpbmtly oee!lmpllsbed by 1ur1ng 

tbe exmebor~es pcrttcnlcJ'U' of letpttr, tJPatpur,. Kote, 3oPbpur 

etc. to proDttal?us dostsnettons end poatttoaa ta tbe porty. 

Rotwitbstealling tbln, tbo maborejes romataoo W'lCOntended bonce 

15. 
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whlcb was. o Jll83or tbraot to the «Jng.ress acplrattons aasoctatod 

vttb tbe otecttone. out ot the totol .100< l6) soots, Rem Ra3ye 

Pe~tsbtld baggect 24,< l1) eot! the Sndepentlcants 33< lS! Tho 

Congress, tlms, toned tbe govt. beaded by J.fl. Vyes 1ri tbe 

ftrst evett testslattv·e Assembly ot 'RB3estbat uhleh was ID• 

au.guratetl 011 Mtnt-cb 291 l95e!l9)• fbts Oovt., remartts lata, 

"aptly pe14 e.tteatton to the ttenatne need or emelloratlrll the 

tlon of tbe state end. tbese lSDt! legtalattons were deatgoed ~ 

17. tbtd. 

18. %b14. 

19. "Ro~rt on tb& AdlntotoUattOD of R~estnm, Oovt. 
Press, JS62, P•G• 

m. Jam, c.tle op. clt., P•213. 
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oa1.v wt1:»se sup.vort was ~ec1alve to the congress vlotorJ but 

'tfh'l bad by aov largely <!tffaaea t.nto tbe congress orgmtsatton 

end bod o~me to occupy tmportmt positions wf.tbln tbe perty 

en4 to tbe mtntstry ao veU. tblo 1G4 to the emergmco ot 

two rl Vol gr"'-lps w1 tbta tbe Congress. 

lbo tntl'e • congress tussle f!DellJ' reaulte4 ln e blg 

resbtaft'le In the mtntstl!f• V)tas wto sup;...ortea tbe Ro~puts was 

repleoed by Mobaa Le1 Gttkbadla WID vas bccke4 by tba lets. 

fbts came to the Rf4pUts as e 6Cte1 ot t.mpGI'tdlce b tbaa. 

'Bat to the 1tmtt rua Stttme.6!o torgety stteeee4ed Ill poctfJtag 

the Re$pats whO were sa~e ~ prove o greet threet tG the 

O')ftpeos 1ft tbe eomtag esoemblf eteetton. 

nJbore t.s, b!JveYer, one tread tbot bcs been wtdel,y noted. 

Castes b&Ve been t.ncreastngl.Y mobt.lt.ze4 for obtetnt.Dg ~11 tical 

Stlpa:;ort botb at tbe state end noCtonel levels of p011tScal 

portlct.pot10D"( 21). In feet, ceste ma y>lltt.cs wtll bave 'CD 

go together In In<'41a smoe oeste ts e form of social strati• 

ttoetlon oeote intlGencos p)llttcs ~ ln4lo t~uab tbe fttactlOD· 

iDe end emergGBoe of d~mtnm t oestes. l'be.se aomtomt oeates 



began 0 be cilallenged by lower .. J!d.ddl.e castes thr'lugb a 

slow process of p?ltttcel mabt.·ltzetton end increasing po-llttcel 

oooso1~tlsness emong tbem. Jats 1n R~asthan, Heryenu, etc. 

slowlY omereett as new cnntenders for power"( 22). 

Desptte JD\1Cb f)f opposS.tlon ao8 tts Otlll weekllesses tbe 

Congress,. nevertheless, rcmeifts dorat.oent 1rl tbe Ra,Jostbm 

pOllttcs preotsety becwse of lts strategy of provf.Atng the 

•meeDs• to tbe eseenaeat eette's (lets) cho~tcoge ~ tbe 

entreaobed (itomment) castes end slmtllfulle)US]Jr eettng as a 

s'1u,.ce of e constderd>le propOrttOJS of tbe cmtrenobet't castes• 

polttles too. fblc smuld oot be tokm to moen tbet Eattre 

gamtlt ~f bOth tbe pO:lttles ( tbe Emtreacbe4•a en~ tbe esomdmts'~ 

t.s ecompasne4 by tbe Con;roos bn t considcrebl.Y large propOr• 

ttons ot botb tbe politics ere wlthtn tbo cant%'01 of tbe 

C!)ngre3a. tto other p11tloal. o:rsenlaattoa ta Bejastbm O')Qld 

vclae tbe pt:arP')Jtt of tbe cbMit.ng trEGds tn poll tlco stJ ~eep]3 

end wtdoty es tbe congress did. 

Sttkbedf.e•s wise btadllaB ot tbe reoEated Rt:J3pats tad 

a few Gtber tmporteat pollttcal ad,ttstmets bMugbt the porty 
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wttb a ratsed strengtb ot l'M bed 119 c'lofP"ess metrlbero wb1lo 

tho RDtll Ra3J'G Perished t!Ottld boB only l?' saets os esstost 1 ts 

st:rer.u:tb of 24 1rl the preeedtDg le&S.sl£ttt:re. Ram Re3ye 

Partsbad's tnnuence detertorated bece\tse of DlEftF of 3'egtrdar 

CaatJJteas p~llttes In RG3astbm as also !D ell f)tbeY stetes 

cnt! et the Centre es well, bas wtt!onbte~ bcea m 'eltte 

pottttes•(25) wbtob ts besloal!Y 1 matntfbettoe orlcatat!• dewtd 

es. letD, c.M., op. ott., P•224. 

24. J elo, c.x. 1 P•22?. 

25. A poltttos tbat slmpl.Y seeks to. _,p roteet the !a teres tv 
of a few whO ere em tbe fence of tbe nlSDg po11ttcal 
party. 

0 
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ot 'P~inolplGd • Poltttcs•, that ts, Its (eong~ess) ~11t1co 

ts mode ~ functlon to baa1ootl1 seok and cootrtve at~~ettona 

Sneluston of Ra,apu.ta to the party mtl ellt~tmEDt of tmpOrtrat 

poottl~ns to tbem(SS). ibf,e 11.'1tomal develGpm'IJt aJ'II'I)olt.zed 

nothlrltt bat • !ntraeltte ~mpet1tton whose oleor - oat boseo 

23. Emtruat Jet lea4ers ltke P.c. Vtstllot m4 u.'R. Htrdbe 't7G!"O 
t~ nnbeppy over ttabar~ e ncrtsb CbmG being gt Vel e 
oebi.Det petfolto. 
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3G soets. Ab?ut tilts .Tom notest "tbe Nlln6 party vas e 

dl vtde4 mnao and at tbo scmo ttme there appeared no aubo• 

ten t1ol stgns tD tbe oppos1 tton 3r"Ups es well of mastering 

eufftc:leut: strength 1D rep1eoe tho same ent1 provtile a wrkEJblo 

altemattve to enStJre tbe eetratintlaDOe of porltameatrv t"'~· 

oraey •.• ~ ~ .~ ... tbe tbtri! tEn OPal eteottons .roveoled thtlt if 

the C'!mfJPOss fottetl to grasp the realtty tt 'tnolif g,.ednollY 

be oro del! f!Om povu''( 21) • 

fhas t!eaptte cootSnuet'i tbreet to t.ts aarvlvol by a 

vo~let;v ot cntegonlstto poUttonl foroea tbe «)Ogress remained 

a trutmpbsnt pollttoel entlt)' sweeping tbe polls end to.rmtng 

covt:s. attocesst ve]Jr till tba dawt o t tbe s1xtb essembl.Y 

eleottona to 1917. 

Almost three decades of mvtoctble congress rale wltb 

a stigtul of 'tatbDrolt~tantsm• tbot lC EUstatned ot tbo clGse 

of tbo lost t'leeat1e p?ODtpted entt. • consreos forces ~ teatott• 

vety eonverte to astottle potnt af untty ot the nattonel c:nd tbe 

state level es well os ~ provtae e masstvo $r~os1ttoo to tho 

~ngress In the c-:.mtl\g eteott..,ns by appmprtote].y exp1C)tttnl 



... 9S -

lmo. SDGgb, Soctallst, Svatentra m4 Bbarttya Krentl 

1>el etc. united to be kno~ ats Jante pa.rty wblch sobleve4 

unexpected sueeesa 1ct tts mtsslora of b:towlnl the oangress to.to 

blts In tbe sf.Xtb Loll Ssbba end assemblJ eteotloa.s 1D 1977 lD 

mtgbtler tbm tho feeble bocd tbnt unl tad them. tibet the 

•grand o.tllEttoe• of 1971 betweGB Swetenva an4 tbe Jana Sengb 

t!eblevsd by the J'enato.,(30) 

29. 14 tho 1971 eoaembl.Y eleottons of RB3astbea the Jme smgb 
and swatcntre Pc.rtleo med.e en olllenco tomea os tbo' fl!'GO~ 
al.ltmce• to oppose tba COllgreaa. Ttd.s olllonce drew mas~Jl• 
ve supvort from the tnda.otrS.llltste end a•nlers. 

30. Cba'Olrvedt, H.B •• "C®srooa owoopa to Ro3estben ossetlbly 
oleottonstvA trend malYsf.a"t !ndtm .Toarnel of Polttteol 
SolGDce. vetle XXXIII., flo.a, lttl.Y.Sept.tl9?2. 



Following the mid - term poll in 1979 - of course a 

sequel to the gross debacle of the Jatla.ta to survive - the 

congress(31) came triumphant 1n the parliamentary and assembly 

elections of most of the states including Raj as then • 

.1!.l.!3_~.§--2~SP£ is one of the most paramunt political forces 

in Rajasthan as elsewhere 1n the c.,untry vehemently opposed 

to the congress. Its close link~ with the R.s.s. and presence 

in it of some of the most outspo!ken ftlndamentalist Hindus 

promot one to conclude that it is a communal organization 

whose main objective is to crush the Indian Muslims. 

The Jana Sangh derives its ideology as well as bulk of 

its rank and file from the R.S.S.(32). Which claims to be a 

purely apolitical social - welfare organization aiming at 

'revivalism of ancient Hindu culture and establishment of 

Akhanda Bharat.( 33) 

31. The question of Emergency (that was imposed in 1975 by 
the ruling congress) came to fragment the congress into 
two breakaway p~rts namely the Cong.(I) and the Cong.(S). 
It was the former that proved mightiest. 

32. Weiner, Myron., Op. cit., P-194. 

33. Golwalkar, M.s., '!1! or our Nat1?~Q.2_:2§!¥.!E}g', 
PW. Indurkar, B har at Publications, 1939, P-21. 
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The J ana Sangh thus is nothing but the political platform 

of the R.s .. s. Bulk of its membership is recruited from the 

urban - based petty - bourg eo is ( to be rror e precise, urb sn 

based vaishyas in the Indian context). Presence of bulk of 

urban -based vaishyas in the Jana Sangh of Hindu cultural 

tradition and Akhanda Bharat carry a deep sociological meaning 

for a student of Indian society. 

In the scr:J.ptural varna system vaishyas placed third 

had been fully ~dowed with monopolistic rights over trade 

and business by the Hindu cultural tradition(~). They thus 

carried 'JUt business and trade in a most favourable atnnsphere 

in that threats of competition were hardly passed by other 

castes. 

Processes of modernization are engendering, apart from 

other things, occupational - mobility in the contemporary 

Indian society. Owing to growing industrialization and finan-

cial capitalism capable enterpreneurs from different castes 

and communities are taking to business, trade and industry 

34. See Joshi, PoS., 1 Cultur~l ~i§tor:t qf_Ancienji,India', 
NewDelh1: s. Chand&Co. Ltd., 1978, PP. 47-61&85-95 
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undermining the pervasive position of the vat sbyas in the 

world of commerce and industry. This severly frustrates the 

~ -
vaisbyas (B•anyas; Mabajans in the context of Rajasthan) who 

had enjoyed their place in the Hincu hierarchical system to 

the best of their advantage for a pretty long time. 

'rhe R.s.s. end· the Jane Sangh are, therefore, a platform 

for manifestation of the occupation - anxiety of the vaishyas; 

and for the mobilization and consolidation of their strife t~ 

have the past Hindu cultural tradition restored back so that 

they ragein their unquestioned tradi.tional dominance in the 

realm of InC.ia.'1 trade and ~mmerce. 

Hin~u co~~unalism arose, as history ~ul~ suggest, only 

in reaction to muslim communalism which emerged much earlier 

as a c..,nspiracy of the C"lonists. As the general unrerstan-

ding goes, the R.s.s. and the Jana Sangh are the main pursuers 

of Hindu communalism to cay. Un fortunately, Hindu c'Jmrnunalism 

is understandable and explan able today in no other terms but 

only in terms of Hindu - Muslim strife. 

Since no religion in India be it zoras trianism, J ainism, 

Buddhism, Sikkhism or Char is tiani ty but only Islam could 
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culturallY struggle with Hinduism to some eoctent. It(Islam) 

met with initial success in builaing - up a superficial 

cultural- base parallel to that of HL."ldu culture in In(lia 

for which Hinduism was more responsible than the so - called 

militant Islam.(35) Iviuslim communalism got highly pronounced 

by the partition of India in 1947. ·rhe territorial separation 

'"as forcibly brought to Vindicate the unnatural but explittt 

cultural distinction b et,veen Hindus and Iviuslims, and also to 

vinCiicate that Muslims by dint of their cultural unity and 

numerical - preponderance a:re capable of ~ismemb ering the 

ge~graphical b'1undaries ~f tbe Indian society and culture. 

Such a trend is naturallY highlY repulsive and iieserves a 

potential check ,.,here restoration of Hindu culture and establish-

ment of Akhanda Bharat are concerned. Nuslims and their 

religion and culture tbus obviously were and have to be the 

chief concern for Hindu comrr.unalism and its vanguard - the 

R.s.s. and the J ana Scngh. 

35. See Mujib, H., 'l.P~ ¥1.2.!.§0 Muslim~•, London: George 
Allen & Unwin Ltd., 196 7. 
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Apart from the vaisbyas, the .Jane Sangh in Raja.stban 

(as also in the country as a whole) Brahmins, Kshtr:iyas, 

refugees from Pakistan, and other non - vaisbyas notably 

the members of Arya Samaj and Sanatam Dharam etc.( 36) 

The Govt. by passing en A.ct namely the 'Public ·rrust .Act• 

declared temples pnd associated properties as 'Public 

Property.·· thereby Itqfl1Bating the rights of o"nership of 

individual Brahmin families over these prop erti as "t-lhich 

accruer hanasome regular income. The resented Brahmins "'rith 

a view to launching a struggle against the Govt., therefore, 

joined the Jana Sangh. 

Revivalism of the past Hindu cultural tradition that 

runs through the Jana Scngh iC!eology as a funcamental concept 

bore much of promise for quite a number of the displacea 

aristocratic Rajputs in that restoration of Hindu culture 

woulc mean revitalization of the rivine s11periority of the 

ks htriyas over the masses, and earn them their trefl i tion al 

excellence of place in the Hin C!u stratification - system. 

Swarnkar, R.C. '1~~isJaJ;J...Y~J._i ~.!n Raj~tr~A.s2_9igt.g.
_gjgal st~', 1-lP il Dissertation ,.nru ,N ewl5elh1, Th~o,P-74,. 
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Infect, Swantantra party's ideology itself was a miniature of 

the over8 11 .Jane Sangh ideology(37). Both emphasize regl')ri-

·fication of Hindq. culture but the Si.·ratantra pin - pointed the 

concept of the divinity of the kshtriya - rule. So, many of 

the members of depropertied Rajput aristocratic class in 

Rajasthan who under - estimated or abhored due to any reason 

Gayatri Devi' s leaders hip in the Swan tan tra joined the Jan a 

Sang h. There are instances v.rhen both of these political parties 

united by contriving tactful alliances to give massive op,.vo-

sition to the congress in Rajasthan. 

Conform! ty of the Sindhi Retugees from Pakistan to the 

Jana - Sengh ideology does not obviouslY call for much of 

explanation. They have been real victims of Huslim - commu-

nalism around the time of partition in 194 7( 38). 

With the coming in of the Britishers and gra~11al perpetua-

tion of their po1.ver in India, christianity t..,ok nesperately to 

saboteering the Hindu society by way of aptly exploiting its 

(Hinduism's) shameful inegalitarian character(39). 

37. See Kamal, K.L., '3potJ.j.~_llj 0~ Raj as!fl.S?U POlitics: fraditional 
_9!f~j,Jl~ ~. i_g. an_...!BClian State' ,J aipur:Prakash Publish-;;~, 190 7

4 

38. Harman, s. 'Plight of l1usl1ms in Indi<2' London• 
D .. L. Publicat1on, 19"?7; " ·- - -· ---' • 
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Arya Samaj, Brahma Samaj, Sanatan Dharam, Ram Krishan Mission 

etc. socio - religious movements, as history would suggest, 

arose within Hinduism as defence - mechanism against the 

challange of cbristiani ty. fhese movements aimed at hammering 

out fatal evils such as severe inegalitarianism etc. that had 

perpetuated in Hinduism so as to save 1 t (Hinduism) from 

extinction. This ·explains the members of these organizations 

to the Ja.."l.a Sangh. The importance of the Jana Sangh to the 

Raj as than politics can be judged by the fact that in the J aneta 

regime curing 1977-79 in Raj as than, Bharion Singh Shekbm,.;at, 

a Jana Sangh member, was cb::>sen the Chief - Minister of the 

State. 

SWATAN rRA : 

This political party was organized prior to the third 

Assembly elections of Rajasthan by Maharani Gayatri Devi of Jaipur 

39. To the oppressed and resented lower- rungs of Hindu society, 
ct•ristiani ty naturallY proved to be ro. unexpected and suCiden 
blow of fresh and sao thing breeze daringly breaking in to 
the severely suffocating confines of Hinouism. Hinduism 
v1as not confronting such a challenge for the first time. 
Its long history which is rather full of such comb 2 ts has 
fully equipped it to out do whatever comes as a threat to 
its survival. Ein0uism is highly privileged in the sense 
that it represents a deep congruence and reciprocity bet'l',veen 

Contd •• • 
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It had 2 trans - state influEnce - base mostly confined to 

the north of the vindbyas. The party symbolized no more than 

a renewed attempt of the r!esperate r.epropertied feu.dal elements 

to reorganize to reassert their lost i<ientity anC! interest. 

Ka.mal rightly observes that Swat antra was nothing more or 

less than a 'Political expression of fedual frustration'(40). 

The Jane - Sangh had accommodated but only a negligibly tiny 

section of these discar~ed feudal overiords whose massive 

majority, however, remained dissatified with the Jana Sangh as, 
• 

in their opinion, it could nurture their interests but only in 

an indirect way and that t'JO just for name's sake. They, 

C-::>n td ••••• 39. 

culture and religion. Elements of culture and religion having 
melted together have perpetuated dom to the roots l)f the Inoian 
society. Bet,.,een culture and religion, it is the former which is 
primary to a society. It is often forgotten that religions emer
ging and fiOtlrishing as a reaction to Hinfuism(Brahminism in tte 
case of ancient In0ia) such as Jainism and BuCldhism, or religions 
coming in from foreign lands thr"Jugh conquests and i~~igrations 
like christianity and Islam did n~t have separate cultural -bases 
but only belief - systems. 'ltlhatever cultural-bases they c'Juld 
build-up in the course of time were largely drawn from the L'lcian 
culture its elf which \-Tas more or 1 ess a H1n du culture. ·rhis cul
tural superiority rendering Hinduism superior and pervasive to 
.. ·~-:>ther religions enables it to sustain cnallenges to it from 
within and with'Jut. ·rhis explains why religions like Jainism 

' Buddhism, Christianity and Isla.m gr:>wing on the weaknesses ?f 
Hinduism developed in the C"Jurse of time the same weaknesses 1n 
themselves. 

40. Kamai, K.L., Op. cit. 
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therefore, reorganized themselves under the banner of '8-vTantantral> 

And, to widen their mass -base they found it most wise and 

tactful to seek glorification of the ancient Indian culture. 

Kamal informs that during the elections GaYatri Devi worshipped 

in several temples which had power-f111 impact on the masses. 

Swa'.tmtra like many other political organizations had 

merged in to the J aneta party during the 1977 el ec'tion s hence 

had a teste of rule. 

THE B.K .. D. a"ld the Lok Del: -...... ~~ ....... ___.__. ___________ ______ 

With the growth and t1iffusion of flerrocratic forces the 

congress gradually began ID aisintegrate since it C'"JUlC not 

keep:t pace with the growing ~emends of stratification (see Y. 

Singh, 1978, P-50), and, also the chapter on 'caste and politics' 

in the same book. rhe elites of ascendant(41) castes who 

generally occupy lower positions in the traditionallY strong 

political parties, tend to breakaway from the olner organization 

and form new political parties as arenas for their O'WI'.l status 

ascendance in political leadership(42). Breaking-away of j at 

41. A term tlS ed by Kothari, Rajni for middle end lO't.rer mirdl e 
castes as quo ten by Sing b, Yogend:ra in his book, Op. edt. 

42. Singh, YogenCira, Op. cit., P-S'5. 
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elites like Char an Bingh etc. from the Congress and forming 

B.K.D. ~~rhich later turned into Lok Dallen0s sup;.ort to Singh's 

proposition. 

In Rajasthan, a former minister in Sukhacia's ministry, 

Khumbh Ram Arya, dominated B.K.D. that later extended 1 ts support 

to the Lok Da',l. to the extend of merger. 

In 1977 following a unity call to all the political parties 

opposed to the congress to provide a'l alternative of the congress, 

the Lok Dal merged into Janata. And, it was only Janata's rule 

in Raj as than that the Lok Dal influenced Raj as than pOlitics to 

some extent. Barring this, there is hardly anything on the part 

(') f the Lok D al that tempts us to treat it in detail. 

RADICAL P0LiriCI: 
...-.--.-.~-...-------

The successive assembly elections that we have treated 

at length earlier have been highly nisappointing where achie-

vements and influence of political organizations pursnin~ left-

politics are concemeC!. Remarkable among them are the C.P.·I., 

the C.P.I.(N) anc1 the Socialist Party. Barring -che C.P.I.(l·i) 

which somehow manages to s11rv1ve and break its way into Ra.jas-

than politics by c1in t of its influence annng a section of 
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industrial 'I.VOrkers inhabiting the peripheries of Jaipur, the rest 

that is, the G. P. I. and the socialist party have not even meagre 

amount of mass - base to their credit. 

If a requisite levei of in<iustrializatiori is taken as an 

essential conditi0n for the perpetuation of raflical politics, 

one is convinced whJ_; left- pQlitics could not make a mark in 

the politics of Rajasthan 'vbich undoubtedlY lacks industriali

zation hence industrial lab-mr. But the hollo-wness of this 

assumption then is potently exposed by the realities that eastern 

part of U.P., and to some extent, Bihar present. These terrains 

are no less backward too in industrial prospects than Raj as than 

nevertheless, left - pG.li tics not only prevails but dominates 

there by mobilizing the peasantry and the la.'1~less agricultural 

labour to an extent that no other political organization matches. 

ro this question, Singh(42) presents a quite convincing answer: 

Socio - logical studies have shown that actual deprivation, 

economic or social, does not matter as much in people's evaluation 

of the betterment of their life chc:oces as does their ~erception 

43. Singh, Yogendra, Op. cit., P-56. 
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or evaluation of deprivation. Education, political - .mobili

zation end com.;:;unication may be such important variables, In 

this respect corn.:nun ication boles an improtan t pos1 tion. If the 

rate of economic gro1..rth in a region is slow but the communi

cation holds an important position. If the rate of economic 

gro1..rth in a region is slOvl but the communication multiplier 

is high, there may cevelop rec1ical political movements, rlepen-

oing upon a sui table combination of other variables. Ann, 

there hardly arises the need to note here that Rajasthan has 

neither an exalted level of communication nor has it hither to 

'l.vitnessed other variables functional to radical politics. 

Left, thus, poses no challenge ei tter to the Congress or 

its opponent orga.'li zations in Raj as than. 

To conclude, -vre found that except for a period extending 

a little over two years when the Janata :J?arty ap,t:eared on the 

h')rizons of political clominance, the Congress remains an un

challenged political force in the state, In the first place 

what probably helped the Congress to make easy sway over other 

political parties was the general belief of the masses that 

it (the Congress) has 0escenc1ed 13o1J!'l from the Inc1ian Nati':>nal 

Congress which apart from st:eerguaroing the national movement 
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had also vitallY associated itself \vith the enti - feu~al 

praj a - mandai movements in Rajasthan. A.n0, sec')n0ly, the 

Congress proved to possess requisite political farsighten~ess 

by encompassing anc aptly exploiting varying regional, caste, 

class, comr:',unal etc. interests. Compared to o tber political 

organizati'Jns it had a mobile and heterogenous composition of 

leadership shrewd enough to perceive and materialize·tactful 

alliances when needed, and capable enough to sustain continual 

threats that factionalism posed to its organization cohesion. 

rhe Swatantra, as we have already ooalysec, was a political 

party representing the deep frustration and desperate urge of 

the aethroned princely class to reassert tteir lost interests 

anc identity. They endeavoured to buil~ - up their mass - base 

by seeking glorification of ancient Indian socio - religi')us 

philosophy that once S''Ught to j11stify the 0i vini ty of the 

Kshtriya rule. This explains why the Swat~~tra had close 

affinity w1 th the J ana Sa'1gh in Raj as than. The Swat antra 

undeniably succeeced in its soc~o - political mission but its 

success proved ephemeral since ,.[itb the passage of time and 
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di1fusion of democratic forces the masses 1.r1ere getting more 

and more conscious. The Congress having tactfully championed 

the people's cause and taken a. solin a"lti - feur!al stann 

naturally met in S1vatantra its mightiest enemy. Needless 

to say, the anti - fe.1dal policy of the Congress was more of 

a political judgement than a genuine and sopntane~ous concern 

for huma."lity. There are instances when the Congress had in 

its fold members from the princely class. 

,!'he Jana Sangh hand in glove with the R.S.s .. t.rhome it 

borrowed its ideology from remains <:n entirely urbanbased 

political organization coun t~ing l;;rgely on the su1-port of 

the urban Vaishyas (Ha.haj anas in Raj as than), Sindhi refugees 

from Pakistan and Brab.mins resented against the government 

because of its policy of snatching temple pro~erties from 

tbem. Vaishyas' pre - dominance in the Jane Sangh owes to 

the fact that their traai tional monopolistic right over 

business and trane coulo be best protected by the Hindu cultural 

tradition. 

The Lok Dal representing the interests of the peas an try, 

emerged, as we have analysed, as a socio - historical 1nev1ta-
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bility. We found social scfentists agreeing that nemocrati

zation, extension of b~reaucracy, priority ~o rural sector 

in planning and emphasis on regional development led to C!iver

sification of the oa.rly Indian National Congress into regional 

political parties based on lingual, caste, comriunal, tribal, 

sectarian etc. solidarities. Lok Dal is a glaring example 

of this diversification. 

we found tbat radical politics c0uld not earn a viable 

place in Rajasthan mainlY because of paucity of requisite pre

ponderance of industrial labryur class due to lacK of industri

alization in the state. It (radical politics) C"uld have 

built - up its mass - base amongst the peas~~try and the 

landless agricultural labour class as is the case with the 

communist politics in eastern U. P. and Bihar. But this C') ul d 

not happen in Raj as than because in the case of peasa'1try 

(and aristocracy as well far that matter) there was .m almost 

absolute but coincidental congruence between 'class' and 

'caste'. I'he 'Jats' as a caste C':lnstitute at least eighty 

percent of the Rajasthan peasantry (as .Rajputs as a 'caste' 
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formed at least 90~ of Raj as than aristocracy class). The 

peasantry, therefore, was already united on caste lines. This 

unity did hardly provide any avenue of break through to communism 

which in Raj as than is unfortunately confined to the world of 

academics and intellectuals. 

-~.-.-......---~----



11 2 -

Chapter-VI 

'caste, class, f'actiunalism and politics'; 

Caste and pd. it ic sa-

The distinctive typicality of' Indian pc:llitics lies 

in its inseparable and sometimes unexplanable associativn 

with castes. And, there are times when Indian politics acquire 
I 

close to merely a tactful arrangement of' representations of' 

castes destined to share power. No less :frequently are visible 

on the horizons of' Indian politics Q;rim caste~nf'lict s and 

powerful caste-alliances. Rajasthan b~ing only a sub-structure , ' 
within the macro-structural Indian politics is no exception where 

this deep-rooted typicality of' associa"ion of' caste and politics 

is concerned. 

Such interpretations, however, are divorced from theore-

tical considerations in that they only seek to explain the phenomenon 

of' 'caste and politics' at a superficial level. 

Romila Thapar, Rajni Kothari, Rudolphs, Gburye, Srinivas 

and Y .Singh are some of' the most prominent contemporaneous social 

scientists whose depeneable studies not only confirm the penetrating 

role of' cast in Indian politics but also tend to pre sent a diag-

nosis of' the phenomenon. 

This essentiality of' the association of' caste with the 

Indian politics and vice-versa accrues out of' the "long-jump 

that the social- structure took from status direct to party, 

without any intervening class-transformation." ( 1) 

'l) Singh, Yogendra, '.:Essays on 'Modernization in India' 

New Delhidhmohar Book Service, 1978 ,p 50• 
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The typical association of 1 caste and politics' 

representing a unique and unprecedented intercourse between 

polity and society has to essentially continue as an 1 inevita-

bility' as l..ong as India is even in the slightest grip of 

tradition ali sm. Societies that are only "in the transitional 

·stage of' modernization process" ,2 

The general assumption that 'caste manipulates politics' 4 

has come to be challenged by Kothari5 and Rudolph 6 who argue 

that it is politics trh.:bh uses caste for "articulativn of' 

support since it provides ready and immediate organization 

in which the masses are to be f'ound"7 and, in this process a 

caste comes to be even changed.8 Caste, however, is not mandatorily 

the only means available to the pursuers of' politics COIJ.1peting 

f'or power. They look f'or"ne,., sources of' support and create 

groups and loyalties on new and varied bases"9 

2 &J !2.!.2.· 
4. Srinivas, M.N., 'Caste in Modern India and other 

Essays'Bombay ; Asia Pub. House,1962,pp 2)-41. 

5. Kothari, R,ed. • Caste in Indian politics' ,New Delhi 
orient Longman, 1970. 

6. Rudolph, Llyod & Rudolph, S.H., "The Political Role 
of' Indian Caste Association Pacif'ic af'f'airs, Vol.XXII, 
No.1, March, 1960, pp.5-27. 

7. Kothari, R., op.cit. 

8. ~· 
9. Bhatt, Anil, "Caste ard Politics in Akola", 'The 

Economic Ueekly, 24 ~ug., 1963 ,p.146. 
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Though free India disowned Gandhism the essence of 

which meant'populism' and 'egalitarianism' yet upliftment 

of the untouchables was accorded top priority by the ruling 

Congress headed by Nehru, and,this indibutably meant political 

support of the concerned castes to the Congress. 11 Politics is 

a competitive enterprise •••• its process is one of identifying 

and manipulating existing and emerging allegiances inorder to 

mobilize and consolidate positions •••• where the castestructure 

provides one of the principal organisational clusters,politics 

must strive to organize through such a structure. The alleged 

casteism of politics is thus no more and no less than politici

zation on caste. It is something in which both the forms of the 

caste and the forms of politics are brought nearer eachother, 

in the process changing both. By drawing the caste-system into 

its web of organisation, politics finds material for its own 

design. In making politics their sphere of activity, caste and 

kin-groups on the otherhand get a change to assert their identify 

and to strive for positions". (lo) It was not hen the 'concern 1 for 

'philonthrophy' and 'welfare of the masses' but the compulsions 

of democratic politics whose operational value was a written 

constitution that forced the post-independence Indian politics 

to identify and manipulate resented traditional collectivities 

that on the one hand were giant stock of already organised 

allegiances, and on the other were easy to be identified. 

10. Kothari, Rajni, op.cit. 
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and politicized in that 1politicization' to them meant emanci-

pation from social humiliation ~d suppression that they were 

subjected to from t1me millinia. It is this utilitarianism 

of the contemporaneous Indian politics that best explains the 

political, social and economic patronages and priorities being 

gien to the scheduled castes and tribes whose numerical preponder-

ande fortunately enclosed within 'traditional collectivities' 

is not something to be overlooked by 'politics'. In the process 

thus, these collectivities bemme quite responsive and recipro-

cative to politics. 

In the process of politicization, a caste 'does not disappear' 

(Kothari) by 'changing into class: ' (Y .Singh 1978) but 11 undergoes 

only corporate organizational meahanisms emerge"(Y.Singh, 1978). 

And, attainment of political power could bring about fundamental 

status-mobility in caste.(11) This vindicates only intra-caste 

mobility which can by no me~ns he equa~ed with the significance 

of the role of inter-caste mobility whim is indispensable to 

modernization. Inter-caste relations, on the contrary are 

·strained since in this politicization process, a ~aste organization 

achieves consolidation and consciousness to the extent of creating 

its separate individual and independent identity as a 'unified 

social-structure', (a term used by Paul R.Brass) which becomes an 

essential condition 

11. A. Panikkar, K.M.: 'Hindu Society at Cross Roads', 
Bombay; Asia Publishing House, 1955. 
B. Srinivas. M.N.: 'Social Change in Modern India, 
Berkeley: California Univ. Press, 1966. 
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for its (caste) being responsive to politics under the 

contemparay utilitarian democratic political systero. 

' 
The creation of such a reciprocity-oriented identity 

necessarily implies its isolation from other identifies 

to attain utmeot independence. This trend of isolatio~ 

may accrue a situation wherein an unhealthy compettnn between 

the aspiring identities may become unavoidable keeping in view 

the fact that politics, as quoted by Kothari, is byt a competitive 

enterprise and a key to acquisition of power for the realization of c 

certain goals. This competition sometimes manifests itself in 

direct and violdent caste-conflicts. 

Astonishingly enough, side-by-side with such pitched caste-

conflicts are heard of caste-alliances as both 11 fusion and fission 

continually go on as the interaction of principles of status 

• 
(birth), class (economic position) and power within the caste-

system keep changing the balance of inter-caste and intra-caste 

re:ationship 11
• (11) 

Caste-clusters and groups that share a somewhat common 

identity accruing solely out of the principle of status, vis-a-vis 

equally and more competeut caste-organisation/s came to cqntrive 

alliances among them. Such alliances are onl¥ momentary represent-

ing only marginal merger of interests and unity of action riented 

ot a limited goal. A forward versus backward tussle recently 

witnessed in Bihar is the most suitable example to this effect. 

Such caste-alliances some as an inevitability of the typical 

competitive character of the political system. 

As a result of consolidation of caste-identity, contrived 

purely as a •response-mechanism' amongst the different caste 
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clusters and gntips of the scheduled castes whO constitute the 

lowest rung of traditional social stratification v1hich articu-

lates • the 1n equality in the distribution of power and sharing 
• 

of norms' (see Y. Singh, 1978 P-52), the designs of the tradi-

tional social - stratification based on the principle of hiera-

rchy, power and closedness, have come to be frustrated most. 

11 Wi th the growth ')f democratic forces, the <iegree of C')n trad i-

tions between the structural forms of p01.ver and sacial - stra-

tific.ation has in creased"( 12). Since "Political po,-rer has now 

berome a major s011rce for compensating the loss on account of the 

social - stratification"( 13). Tbe decaying designs of the 

traditional social - stratification manifestiag, growing disso-

ciation b et-vreen 1 stratification and povrer• bas essentiallY created 

a st2tus - anxiety among the traditionally privileged castes. 

To repeat, the In.dian society 'being in the transitional stage 

of the modernization process' (Y. Singh, 1978) has 'tn function 

12. Singh, Yl)gennra: 'Caste and Class: Some_aspects of continuity 
ana change, Sociological bulletin, Vol. XVII, No. 2, Sept. 
1968, pp. 180-82. 

13. Singh, Yogendra, Op. cit., P-34. 
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thr~ugh the mobilization of 'traditional c~llectivities' 

(Y. Singh, 1978) which undergoing the inevitable process of 

politicizati~n necessarily evolve isolated 'identities' as 

'responsive mechanisms'. Logically, then, politics vJ011l0 strive 

to keep these inC!ispensable traditional identities in an ever-

revived state for its (politics) own survival. This precisely 

explains why caste, com ,unal and other ethnic considerations 

end not class - considerations are taken as a measure of socio -

economic deprivation of people for the purpose of allotment of 

priorities. rhis is true in the case of Musltms too. 

Dra1dng on the post - partition forces of history that 

had inruced but a momentary fear - psychology in the 1-iuslim mind 

it has been continuouslY endeavoured to keep them psych-::>logically 

and interactionally enclosed within the suffocated limits of a 

religious - community to remain only as an easily accessible 

a'ld identifiable organization ')f allegiance for political mobi

lization and manipulation. Iss11es relating to Urdu, A.ligarh 

University and their _r;ersonal law unfortunately which they 

01uslims) have been cond1 t1oned to emotionally 1rentify them

selves 'tvith, are c'Jntinually raised tnd controversialized to 
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magnify their minority character and to accelerate the minority-

feeling that already keep haunting them. This keeps them as an 

isolated social - s truc·~ure. 

SIKHS : --
The problem with the sikhs as an important minority co~rrunity 

is altogether difft::rent from that of the :Muslims. Somehow, the 

sikhs have. developed a strong feeling that their 1 identity' as 

a separate religions comrr.uni ty is being c'levoured by Hinc'iuism. 

Following the examples of Huslims, scheduled castes and tribes, 

the sikhs have streted striving t0o to regin their iflentity 

(hithert, merged into Hinfluism) and establish itt.., full 1,rith 

a view to enjoy benefits that the said pressure - gr?up minori-

ties are enjoying. rheir qtlest for i0entity is sufficiently 

reflected 1n trends in Punjab society and politics. Unprecedente0 

sikh-Hincu riots in the state, anc growing c'lemand for Khalistan 

may seem an 0utcome of 1 foreign hand' to aneta but to a student 

of social sciences these instances spell out gorwing discomfort 

among the sikhs, and their strife to organize into a cohesive 

.religious com:;;.unity. I'he extent to vrhich ecclessiastical sikh 

gr..,ups 11 exert influence upon the Punjab Politics, ann the Aemand 
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of a section of sikhs for limited autonomy of the state"(l4) 

strengthen our above contention. 

Is not it something that our manipulative and ultilitarian 

nature of national politics has engendered. But since politics ann 

its processes concern but only a rel~ti vely lim1 tedssphere of 

activity of the population, it can be '~11 argued whether to 

what extent it (politics) can succeed in saving traditional 

identities and institutions from partial or full transformation 

which seems inevitable under the impact of the process of 

modernization. 

Caste~ composition of members of successive Rajasthan 

assemblies endorse the fact that political participation among 

the scheduled castes and tribes arld minorities of the state has 

been relatively limited to •Vote-Casting Only'. As a c':>nsequence, 

the process 0 f elite - formPtion has not c'1me to gather mom en t1.1m 

among these peripheral castes at the pace at 1·Thich it (elite-

form2tion) exists amf)ng the upper and mi0dle - castes. 

14. Gandhi, J .s. n~Y§~m_, .~!'29~.§.§ and Popula!,'_~~: A study in 
contemporary politics in Punjab. Punjab J0urnal of Politics, 
Vol. V, No. 1, Jan-June 1981, Department of Political Science, 
Guru Nanak Dev lJniversity, 11i.mritsar. 

15. Roche, J.P.& L60n~ra,tv.L., 1J:art1es and Eressg.re ..2!.2EJ?~-!~ 
York,B,.lrlingame: Harcourt, Brace & ',Jorld Inc., 1934,PP. 163-239. 
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One of the significant after.- effects of the traditional 

collectivities having grown into isolated identities is their 

typical function, at times as 'Pressure- Groups'(l5). 

Upper castes are still dominating the state p~litics in 

Rajasthan. 'Brahmin, Mahajan ana Jat castes form the three 

dominant castes in the Raja_sthan Congress party. rill 3ra assembly 

elections 84~ of all cabinet members have been members of one 

of these three castes. The Brahmins represented the largest 

single caste - group in the cabinet, ana have belr 44~ of ali 

cabinet posts. Scheduled Castes in the cabinet ,.rere only 7"-''( lc:;). 

In variablY all the legislatures in Baj as than vin<1icete this 

Ukr,er - caste hegemony. The first ever assembly had 7~ ..,f its · 

members from Brahmin, Rajput ana Mabajan castes. ·rb:ts dominance 

of the upper castes carne to be gradually and r:otently 'challengec 

by lower - mic'dle - castes. J ats in Raj as than anC! Haryana etc. 

slowly emerged as new contenoors for power"( 17). fhis ascendance 

aptly described as having restored the "mass-c11aracter of Indian 

politics i.vhicb was lost in tbe early years of freedom11
( 18) accure<l 

o~.ring to extension of bureaucracy Cleep into the Villages, intensive 

rural - cevelopment programmes, groHing emphasis on rural - class 

16. Jain,C.H. 11State Legislatures in India:The Rajasthan Legislativ! 
Assembly: A Comparative St11dy', N e1·.r T)elhi, 1972, P-?·~. 

17. Singh, Yogenrira: Op. cit., P-fi4. 
18. Ibid. 
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class - interests in the sectoral plans (see Y. Singh, 1978) 

and m'Junting consideration to regional problems - all this 

combined to proliferate a gradual process of political mobili-

za.tion and increasing political consciousness (see Y. Singh, 1978) 

among the 1 ascencan t castes 1 , a term contrived by Y. Singh. The 

general awaKening that has come in the wake of Panchyati. Raj 

is a significant ach;tevement.( 19) Besides, 'the establishment 

of political parties like Praja- mancal, Bam Rajya Parisad 

and Kisan Sabha in Rajasthan played 1n vi.tal role in boasting-

up political consci')usness among the people of Raj as than' ( 20). 

All this speaK of the growing influence 'democratic - politics 1 

has star ted ex'erting upon the _population. 

Such a development is deemed to be followed by conflict 

and tension b etwean the ascendant and the dominan.t castes. But 

in the infant stage of the aforementioned ascendance, such a 

conflict C')uld be av,.,id ed 1J1.ring to the pervasive role of 'the 

pluralism of the caste - system1 (21) - in resisting the eruption 

rJf any conflict so long as 'political values- and aspirations 

19. 

20. 

21. 

'Report 6n the study of P anchyati Raj' J. Pan. chayat and 
Development Deptt., Rajasthan, l9S4, .1:'-239. 

Jain, P.C.: ed. Aaj Ka Jaipur, Jaipur: 1948, P-121. 
'PAniKk:::r_ K.M.: .On .. cit. 
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had not reached all tb.e caste - strata', (see Y. Singh, 1978). 

But now contradictions are surfacing - up Olving largely 

to the fact that 'conflict resisting mechanism' inherent in the 

pluralism of the caste - system is fading in the wake of diffu

sion of 'political values and aspirations thr~ugh the length 

and breadth of the social ... structure (see Y. Singh, 1978). 

The peculiar historical characteristics of tbes e contradictions . 

are that it 'promotes fission as well as fusion in the segment 

of social- stratification"(22). Pertaining to Rajasthan 

p'1litics, we come across a number of politicians like Kurnbh Ram 

Arya, Gayatri Devi, Ram Nivas Mirdha, 'Bhikhabhai, Bharion Singh 

Sbekhal<Tat etc. who torere leaders of their respective 'S0Ci?lly 

dominant' cas te-grotlps. .bud, this privilege alone can tribu teo 

to their survival and flourishmen t in politics. 

Behind the r1ebacle of many a politician to prove of some 

consequence to the state - politics has been 'caste' as a cogent 

factor that could not be adequately manoeuvred to extract requisite 

level of support so essential to boast - uy their 1ndivi0ual 

political - aspiretir:>ns. Caste undoubtedly plays an influential 

part in politics in India but 'its relationship with politics 

22. Singh, Yogendra, Op. cit, P-55. 
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is not simple or syrr~etrical'(23). As we proceed fr~m micra

structure to macto - structure the conspicuous and identifiable 

role of caste changes in tn rather an intricate one as notes 

Singh: 'At the Village level the segmental tensions of castes 

anCl sub - castes may be oo st articulate; et the regi">n al le gel, 

repending upon caste- Clemography, Clominant castes or caste alli

ances might be effective political units, but at the national 

level castes might be replaced by a more complex ett1.'1ic - cum 

universalistic principle of alliancesll(24) • .At the local level 

which presents a tiny and simple social - environment cbaracterizer. 

by almost primar:' relat,tonships end pre - eminence of traditional 

structures, high and sometimes undisputed political - partici

pation of dominant caste or castes becomes possible as long as 

"the consistency of their interest for political mob111zations'1 

(see Y. Singh, 1978) is there. But there are, analYses Singh, " 

"many factors which render interests 'Jf segments 1·Tithin a rominant 

caste inconsistent \vi th that of the whole; this ha: rens ,.,hen class

like riValries for control over r es:mrces anci po1ver emerge"( 2'5). 

23. Ibid, P-72. 

24. Ibid., P-7:~. 

25. Iblr.. 
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At a broader level, say provincial, which s11re1y presents a 

comparatively big and complex social realm, there may be a munber 

of caste - gr()ups id thin a horizon tel status - line competing for 

control over po, . ..rer and res'Jurces., Or even if there is a single 

cominant caste - group there may be variations in life - style, 

language and regional problems. rhis essentially calls for a 

corporate principle t0 evo1 ve so sure to ordain a placating 

situation for polltical - mobilization. In such a circumstlli~ce, 

the castes, argues Singh, "are transf,rmed into a new arganic 

struct11re, a pr:Jlitical gr'Jup, and caste ceases to be a re1eva11t 

frame of reference"(26) 

rhe size and diversity of Inria - linguc;l, ettnic, religi'Jus, 

regional, social and economic variables sunoering the populace -

require politics to act as an elaborate 'diversity - management 

system'. 

·rhe situation being this complex, it bec.,mes binding on 

castes to seek various alliances eod loyalities for pr:Jlitical 

mobilization at the macro - structural level. And coing this 

w:>uld inevitably involve an explicit transf0rmation in their f0rm 

26. Ibiil. 
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anc character. 

Various political parties of consequence in Rajasthan, 

prominent among them, the Congress, Swatantra, Prajamrocal & 

Kisan Sabha in ·composition and representation cut across the 

length and breadth 'Jf stratification. 

Influential politicians namely Hira Lal Shastri, Hanik tal 

Varma, Jai Narain Vyas, M':>han Lal Sukhadia, Damodar Vyas anC! 

several others derived their f'1llow1ng from people of nifferen t 

castes, communi ties ann regions. 

C~SS NnJ POLT~ICS: 
......_~- .... . .-.. 

rrnlike tYI::ical and 'unconspicuous forms of interaction'( ?7) 

between 'caste and politics', the 1 elationship betiveen 'class' 

and con cemporary Indian politics seems to be in the explict making 

( 28) as mule be evirenced by the succeeding analysis. ·rhe 

inception of political flemocracy in western societies coincided 

27. Since. caste organizations in their in teracti,n id th politics 
lose their 'Jriginel form (Kothari ~ Y .Singh) and evolve a mo-re 
universalistic '1utl'Jok (Y.Singh), their r')le in politics is 
thus of a very intricate anc'l unconspicQ-:>Us nature. 

28. Owing to its 1nique historicity, the Indian s')ciety presents 
a political - siination where caste a"l.d class overlap each
other with such an intricacy that identification of their 
separate roles is impossible. It is precisely becar1se of the 
fact that in India neither the castes have completely vanisred 
nor the classes have fully emerged hence there can harC!ly be 

Con tr •••• 
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w1 tb requisite class - transformation which was a sequel to 

'superior mode of procluction' tbc:t had been pioneered ana ushered 

in by tha western b'1urgeo1sie( 29). In India, by contrast, poli-

tical democracy confronted a relatively backward 'social- stru-

cture based on status' (Y. Singh, 1978, P-50) which had harclly 

witnessed a superior mode of procuction that only c'Juld ensure 

congenial class - transormation. Ttomas Pantbom's explanation 

in this regard is more elabora'l:;e: 11Because of the partial ana 

incomplete charac :;er of the Indian transi tidn from the feudal 

to the capitalist m'Jce of production, no single class has been 

able to achieve a positi"n of hegemony. In India, the b'1ur~e~isie 

has had t" make compromises ~Ari th feuralism and imperialism/ 

ne,colonialism(~). 

This an a.nn ly b et1.~re en P" 1 i tics ann social s tru c tur e f'J reed 

the Indian bourgeoisie lacking begem(>ny over snciety to rule but, 

Con tc ••• ,.28 

drawn a clear-cut line between caste and class yet the role thc.:t 
classes ha,ve begun playing in C"Jn temporary Indian poli G1cs is to 
relatively more'articulate' nature c~mpc-.red to that of casteso 

29. Panthom, Thomas., '.!!~lite, classes, and the Distortions of 
Economic, rransition in Inoia, in .3achi0anand & Lal, A.K., ecs 
'Elite a.'ld Developmatt1 , New t'elhi:Concept Publishing 
Oomp any, 1980, PP. 71-96. 

~0 o Ibido 
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'only thMugh the supfort of elite- groups which perform the 

function of coercion, bureaucratic control and political mani-

pulation and legitimation'(31). And, these auxiliary gMups 

(elite) obvi..,uslY existed only nwi thin the mifldle - class since 

it was only this class that bad almost monopolized mo~ern pro-

fessions, urban trace, military and bureaucracy"( ::32). As a 

consequence, it v;as this pervasive anr flextr....,us miC'0le - class t , 
that came to virtuallY dominate Indian politics in place of an 

incompetent and L'1C'>herent class of the ovmers of the means of 

the procuction, that is, the bourgeoisie. This mircle - class 

owing to the typical histz>ricity of the Indian - society, 

incidentallY, "has a bulk 0f its members from the UF,t-er and 

interme0iate castesn (Y. Singh 1978, P-So)( 33). rLis is a 

31. Sen, Astok: "Bureaucracy and uocial hegemony" in Essays in 
E':IU')ar of Prof. i:>.C. Sarkar, Neiv Delhi: P.P.H .. , 1976, 
ppo S67-686o 

32. Panthom, Thomas: Op. cit. 

13. While talking ">f caste and class it sh,ulfl be borne ,,.ell in 
mind, first, that it is the same mass of populace stratifier 
along caste - lines that has to be C'i stribu ten among classes 
of c'1urs e only at a given perio C' of history, taken as a 
"process in the scheme of social-moments (Y.Singh,l97R),.;hen 
its forces have engenciered circumstances c':>ngenial for such 
an over-v;helming tP?Dsf':>rmation. Jl..nd, secondly, that stra
tification accrues esse:1tiallY 'JUt of and is gove:rneo by 
social - institutions anr 0ther sub-structural incispensa
bilities of a society. iransformc:tion 0f a stratification
system from one form to the other woulfi, then necessarily 
in V')l ve a change in all the sub-structural phenomena 

C'>n td .... , .. 
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quintessence of how in:;ricatelY caste overlaps class anf! vice-

versa. ·rhis intricate overlapping r:eserib ed above has its scope 

extending from mere intra-caste rivalries (Y. Singh, 1978), caste-
1 

conflicts, t~ massive insurrections ensuing seemingly 'JUt of 

class - contradictions. 

Organization of the masses on class - lines and their 

upsurge are not unkno1vn to the history of Rajasthan. We have 

before us quintessences of Bijolian (Me1·rar), Sikar and ..::>.r:ekha1-rati 

etc. which -vritnessed kisans' and tenants' uprisings a<;ainst b"ne-

breaking lano revenue anci rent respectivel.y in the years precefl:ing 

Con td ••• 33 ••• 

t<lithin a society an.Cl vice-versa. In a society, which is only 
at a transi tir.mal stage '">f s')cial - transformation, which the 
Indian Society is at (Y.Singh, 1978), neither its existing 
traditional structural constituents \'l1Ulc completely vanish 
nor w:>uld fully emerge ml')dem s1.1b-strt1ctures but the:te w.>uld 
evolve a ty~ically contradictory situation characterized by 
intricate 'overla;.-ping' between the two. It is in this 
c0ntext that overla~·,~;ing between caste and class in the 
contemporary Indian society can be best understood. Following 
this the contention that caste in the contemporary Indian 
society shows class-like characters (Y.Singh,1978), and class 
shows caste-liKe ctaracters can not be completely ruled out. 

34. In 1927, --Kisans of Bij;lion rose under Vijai Singh Pathak 
to oppose an unscrupulous increase in lan0-revenue. Lr,..,und 
1935-36, kisans of Silcar launched struggle against ID')\10 ting 
land-revenue. Tenants of Shekhatvati Launched a no-rent 
campaign in 1940. 
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independence( 34). rhe said upsurges r epres en t continual ')U tburs ts 

of class-resentment. rhere are, then, instances of continuec 

struggle against tte op~ressive class di aristocrats. Kisan 

Sabha under N atLu Ram Mirdha, B.i tttari Sabha led by Arjun Lal 

Sntbi, Jamna Lal Bajaj etc. Here organizations based on class-

lines that primarily represented class - resentment ana aspirer 

for fr eeC!'1m. At a later stage 1\re 't•ri tn ess 1 ead ers like Eira TJal 

Shastri, Tikaram P ali"t·ml, Haniklal Verma and Hoban Lal Sukhadia 

engaged in politic allY mobilizing the masses against the lan oeo 

aristocracy. It ca."l r.ardly be denied that many of the political 

parties 'prominent am'1ng them being the Congress' ( 35), and 

.t-'1litici.an~~:: who c:::mla make a place in Rajasthan politics bene-

fited much from their anti-feudal stance. Despite all this, 

aristocracy collapsed only 1.vhen the state took Clrastic entifellClal 

steps, ~·Ja.ee not class-contradictions there behind such insurrec-

tions? Of C">urse, they ~..,ere. But b ehin.-1 the failure of these 

uprisings to achieve aCieqllate class-character caste class over-

lappings (as we have talker1 ab')ut earlier) make their weight felt. 

35. For details see K-:>thari, R. "Congress-system in Inc1ia" ,Asian 
Survey, Vol. IY, 1~th Dec. 1964, PP. 1-18. 
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Mitra and 0 ingh( 36) opine that· "·!;he rural poor -vrhich c':>uld 

have been a major s'Jurce of classical class - conflict( 37), vras 

not organized on cl~ss - lines at all. They further no:e that 

"the rural p'Jor were either not politically organizeo at all or, 

when they ·were, had the local traditional (feudal) elite to lear 

them. On the top of this -vrere the cross pressures ')f language, 

religion, caste and kinship and so on. GenerallY speaking,. thus, 

conflict was muted, localized a.'ld expressed in the idiom of 

national p-:>11 ties for development end 01 stribu ti ve justice. 

Revol'l ti~.m ano elasswar as feasible alternative ~..,ere n,., t in the 

seen e at ell"( 38). 

FACTIONALIS:l'-1 : --- ... - . 
is a phenomenon that refers to a breach in the c'Jhesion iB 

the lear1ership of a political party as a res111 t of conflict between 

<!) 

33. Mitra, S.K. & Singh, V.H., "Social class enr Belief Systems 
in Inc'ian Society', in Sachic1anan0 & tal, A.K. eds. "Elite and 
Development", New Delhi: Concept Publishing E"Juse, 1980, 
PP- 97-123. 

37. fbe only class-conflict that the typicality of an0 the nature, 
extent and si:ze of contraf!ictions inherent in the Indian 
society, could ensue is thr-:>ugh r11ral populace. rhe Narxian 
Brand of 'class-conflict• is impossible to materialize owing 
to the lack of requisite indtlstrializati,n, urbanzation etc. 
hence lack of an adequate size of the w-orking class. F.,r 
further details see Mitra and ~ingh, Op. cit., PP 

38. Nitre, AoKo & Singh, V.B., Op. cit. 
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tvro or more constituents of the said learership. rhis 'cl')nnict' 

accrues out of C0nsiderations such as a 'cesire' for assertion 

of prestige, personal ascendance, parochialism, casteism, commu-

nalism, secessionism, separatism or a feeling that one has been 

un culy indiscr imina ted in the race f0r the acquisition of highest 

office. Having crept into the leadership the 'conflict' diVires 

the allegiance a11.d loyal ties of the rank and file. 

:'1 

Lhe bigger the domain anf! influence-base ")f a pOlitical 

organization, the more are the possibilities of 'facti':lnalism' 

within it. rhis is because a pOlitical ~arty operating over a 

large Clomain has t') t'Jf necessity encom}:ass varying interests ann 

irentities, and give representation to them in its learership 

In such a circumstance, discripancies and follies are al\vays 

inevitable. 

1 

J.be Congress enjoying a greater mass - base and 01Jerat1ng 

over a large comain c:>'1ld harrly resist its susceptibility to 

'factionalism' o As ramarks Jain: ttin the 12 years since the 

first general elections the party has been characterised by 

factionalism - a condition which has acquire0 frequent inter-

vent ion from New Delhi" ( 19). Ni tra and Singh ( 40) also point 

39. Jain, C.I•r:, Op. cit., P-21~ 

40. Nitra, 3.K. & Singh, V.B., Op. ctt. 
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t'J this fact. Other p':llitical perties, whether local or nati,.,nal. 

are no exceptions t'Jo. 'rhey also come to internalize the 

political culture ')f factionalism as pointed t,., by Allen Sinrle~ 1 
0 

However, as the genBral misunoerstanring ab':lut facti.,nalism 

prevails, it is not always ~ysfuncti':lnal. There are stu~ies 

prominent among them is the one by Ram Ahuja that seeks to 

justify the role of factions as functional. He notes:"Factions 

may either be engaged in creating frictions, 0iversities ann 

new alignments in olC!er unities a.'1Cl oriented to-v;ar0s nelin eating 

consensus among social fragments for selfish political interests 

and icentifi es or engaged in manipulating pluralistic differ en-

tia tion s ann ci ver si ties in to unities and in tegrations 11 ( 42) o 

Factions have ever-existed in Raj as than politics. During 

the early fifties, the state witnessed a number of massive 

factional - coalitions. One was headed by prominent state 

politician Jai Narain Vyas \vln had been in the forefront of the 

41. Sincler, .AllenoP., "Bi-factional Rivalry as an alternative 
to Tv.1'Q-par ty comfieti tion;; American P':lli tical Science Fe vie~.,, 
No. 49, Sept. 195!), PP 641-62. 

42. Ahuj e, Ham., 1 Political ~lites and lviodernization- i'he Bihar 
Politics' , l1eeru t: l•i<.:;en akshi Prakashen, 1975, P-1.:'4. 
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p'1li tical protest m-::> vements an 0 hac enjoyed a prestigious position 

in the Ha.rwar Lok Perished. His political backgr'1'J.n0, thus, 

helpeci him earn allegiance from lok parishaf workers of ·Jodppur 

and its peripheral areas. Most of the rank and file of this 

massive faction were urban - based brabmins and Nahajans. 

rte other dominant factbn ,.,ith the Congress l•ras the one 

led by the then Chief Hinister, Hohah Lal Sukhad ia ana Haniklal 

Verma. rhis 1-ras a less dominant faction C')mpared to the first 

since it receiver"! support from a small number of elites belr:mg1n~ 

to Udipur onlyo 

rhe still other faction 1oras that ryf the Raj :r:;u ts. As m8ny 

as 24 Rajput 11Ll'..s by jl)ining the C')ngress in 1954 fr11strated the 

political balance within the Congress. Prior to this reflection 

'.Jnly a negligible number 0f Rajputs were in the Congress. 

J at - Rajpu t riValry had ever posed a great threat to the 

cohesion -::>f the Congress organization. This deep rivalry came 

to be pacified to some extent by !"..obanlal Sukhadia who took over 

as Cbie f :v1inister from J .. N • vy as in 1954. What esl!orted hir:" to 

this exelsior was, infect, his tactful hanr11ing of Jat-Rajput 

cleavage lvbich he tried to patch Upo And, he was successful in 

his mission to s')me extent. But this diplomacy on the ., ther han~ 
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earned bim s"Crong op~onents in the persons of fika Ram Pali't.val, 

Eeera Lal Shast;ri, Jai-N arain Vyas etc. within the Congress • 

.:;,ince indepen0ence cays Jats had their strong faction 'Hhich 

was heae-ed by Kumbh Ram Arya. Bvm during -che emergence of the 

Janota and its subseanent rule, this str1bborn faction C'1ul0 not 

manage a psycholocial merger in to 'it (J enata) th"'11gh it was very 

much a part c:nd parcel of tbe Janata itself. The faction kept 

highly critical of Rajput hegemony over Janata '-Vhich (hegemony) 

they sensed ,,.,as because of the Raj_put Chief Hinister, Bhairon 

Singh Shekhawat. 

Politics of bargaining & factionalism reached its apex during 

the Janata regime. As is already knOim, the Janata was but a 

tentative reconciliation of forces that had hitherto opposec one 

another. Once tte Janata came to pQiver, their solidarity was put 

t0 reel test. :Uiffer en t ex-political gr'1up - the Jan p S angh, the 

Sivan tan ~r a an0 the Lok Del etco- that had merged in m Jan eta, came 

to act as separate enr stron~ factions. It , . .ras ';asica1 1y this 

weakness of the J anata party that the Congress capi tr-lize<'f on to 

launch a comeback. The Jat leadership lvithin the Congress f')unri 

1 t as an Op.f-:ortune time to mana eu vre the j a_t - faction 1vi tr.in the 

J aneta frustrating 3tekhavrat. 
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Thus, from micro to macro levels, the Incian politi~s rieer 

to be analyzed anfl underst'Jod in terms of caste, class anti 

factions. 

·rhe basis of factionalism in Rajasthan 1...ras •regionalism' 

during the early years of independence, as vindicated b~ .Jain. 

Later regionalism combined with 'casteism' and 'personalism' 

came- to act as the bases. 

In our study of caste and politics in the context of 

Rajastha.."l society we discerned that both are indispensable to 

each other. .fhe forms of association between 'caste and politics' 

are cons:r;icuous enough to be identified. \ve noteCi a general 

disagreement emong social scientists on the ques~ion of manipu-

la tion of 'caste by politics' ancl vice- versa, an~ trie0 t0 flo 

a'\·JaY with the general misunderstan01ng that 'caste' manipuletes 

politics." In a society like India l·rhich has not yet become 

class-sGratifiec, the cemocratic poli~ics has to essentially 

f1mction ttrough tracitional organizations liK.e caste, communities, 

tribes a'ld Kin-gr,ups. As a consequence, these traditional gr..,ups, 

castes and C')mnunities in ~articular, evolve into pressure - gr0ups 

and in return in flu en ce politics"( 43). 

43. Ahmad, Nobin., 'Communc:lism-.A. .... ociol~gical perusal 0f the 
Problem; (Abstract of the article) '3eventh Indian Social 
Science Congress' (June 1?-15, 1982, r.r.r. Ne"rDelhi) 
Abstracts of papers, Allahabad: Indian Academy of docial 
Sciences, 1982. 
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It is, thus, basically politics which manipulate caste. 

This explains wtq socio - economic priorities are allocated 

on 'caste' and 'communal' bases; and in the leadership of the 

parties and in the minis tries as well there is mace an implicit 

endeavour to give ap:f.-rOpriete representation t., castes and 

communi ties. 

Factionalism as a universal phenomenon is inevi:able to every 

pOlitical system in the world but it varies in nature an0 degree 

from one system t'> another. In the case of Raj as than p':>li tics 

we discerned factionalism and defectionism graduallY perpet~1ating 

in .the political culture. vJe no ted a chang.e in the nature ")f 

factionalism occurring over years. In the begi.11ning its basis 'tvas 

regionalism which, of late, has extended to cas teism and ,?ers<Jnalism 

Defectionism, a rarest phenomenon in the yesteryears, is ruling 

supreme in Raj as than politics today. ~1e f:>und that such development: 

owe tn the overall change that has occurred 1n the nature of 

P"litics:. and leadership itself. The mass-politics of the early 

rays have changed t., elite --politics 0f vote a11d pO'!ver. C0mmittec 

actiVist an~ eC'uc a ted leaners are being replaced by unc0mrni ttec1 

passivists. 
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CHAPTER VII 

POLITICAL ELITE, POLI 'I!tCS .~D l''DDEFNI ZA'I!tON 

Discussing the relationship bebVeen politics, political 

elites and rrodemization, Ahuja writes: "The study of politics 

irrplie s study of power; the study of rrodemization implf:es study 

of change in structure of society or of system - transformation; 

and the study of elites irrplies study of nen who exercize power 

to take society in a definite direction."( 1) 

Our atterrpt here is, thus, precisely to assess the role 

of the ,,.,ielders of power -the political elites -in the econo-

mic rrodemi":ation of Rajasthan. 

Keeping in view the signi :Ei.cance of the poli tic 3 1 elites 

to the ea:mo mi.c arnr an cement of the province, let us first analyse 

the changing nature and form of the political elites over ye 1 rs. 

TYPOLOGY OF THE ELITES : 

Ram Ahuj~2),h:> pursued a pioneering study on the 'Political 

elites and the problems of rrodemi 2 ation in Blhar' prefers to 

divide the post -independent Indian political elites into four 

broad cate:;Jories: (i) Imrrediate after independence phase, 1947-

195 2, in w hi.ch there was no longer any struggle J:::ettl een the 
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people and the govt., end the interests of the people and the 

power elite were one and indivisible. (ii) Q:msolidation 

phase, 195 2 - 57 in which the political elite \-O rked for the 

five -year plans. (iii) Chootic phase (1962)-(1972) in wti.ch 

non - Q:mgress and 'I.IDited front govts. carne into power in several 

states affecting the inter - state and Center - State relations. 

(iv) Phase of autooritat:ianism (1972-77) in v.ti.ch one person \vas 

catapulated to the position of supreme national leadership and 

the po\ver - rolders carne to believe in personality cult, and 

in which all plans for change and developrrent of society were 

centralized. The last phase that of autooritatianism ended in 

a fiasco in in March 1977 and was replaced by a peculiar phase 

in whiCh non - O:mgress group of power - holders errerged on the 

political harizon of the co'I.IDtry. Interesting enough, t.h:l.s 

group consisted of di fferoot antagonistic caste - groups, 

1. Ahuja, Ram, 'Political Elites and ~dernization -

The Bih-'3r Politics -Meerut: Meenakshi Prakashan, 

1975' p - 97. 

2. I bid., PP. 124 - 125. 
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comrrunities, classes, political orge11izations, and alSo farvarying 

regional loyalties. This group of political elites though of a truly 

democratic character could hardly maintain its cohesion e11d succumbed 

to its own weaknesses. We may better call this phase as 'e11ti-authori-

tarie11ism phase• that was overtakEJ'l by its predecersar in just the 

beginning of 1980'. 

Both Ram Ahuja {3) C:fld v. Singh {4) are of the opinion that the 

elites in the first phase were urbct'l - based with stable economic baCk-

groLfid, belonged to the upper - castes cild middle- class professions 

Cfld were committed to the societal interests. The elite - baCkgroun.d 

of Rajasthe11 1 s earliest political elites that we have discussed earliEr 

confirm the above contention'. The elite in the second phase i.e·., the 

consolidation phase were mostly those who were elected in 1952 elections 

about whom Phuja remarks; 11They had only a part - time interest in politics. 

They Weflted renwards in the form of sana political office for partici-

pating in the national struggle for independence. These elites caused a 

certain amount of disequilibrium in the beginning in their party structures 

but their pressures for active participation in polities were pitched in such 

a low key that they were soon integrc.flted in their party systems 11 (5). 

3. /tluja, Ram, Op. cit. 

4. Sing,, Y., 'Essays on Mo~mization in India, New D:3!hi: 
Mellohar Book Service, 1978. 



Pertaining to Rajasthct"~, drawing on our penetrating disrussion 

on elite - baCkgrot.rld earlier, we witness that the elite voted to 

power in the state in 19 57 were mostly young S1 d ineXperienced politi 

cicns with either urbco - middle - Class professional baCkground, trade 

or business as their occupation, or were from the rural S"Jd or utbs-l 

ls-ld owing class'. 11They thought that since they shared political 

values with the masses Cl"ld since they could trust the integrity of 

old professional_ politicict"~s, they did not concern themselves quite 

so directly with politics 11 (6). With the succession of elections in 

the country the recauitment of elite to the national politics gradually 

opened to the lower middle Cl"ld lower rungs of the society. tnd, now 

people from intermediate and lower castes, in dust rial working - force, 

urbc:n middle - class professions, peasc:fltry etc. started flooding the 

group of 'power wielders' yet the old:lr elite still retained their 

influence. There was thus toleration on the part of the new cod 

accommodation on the part of the old elite (7). 

s. Nluja, Ran, 'Political Elite: Recruitment end Role in Mod=rnization' 
in Sashidcng'ld Cl"ld Lal A.K. Eds'. 'Elite and Development• New 03lhi' 
Concept Publ. Co.), 1980, PPI. 123- 139. 

7. Ibid. 
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Having a look at the backgr:>tln~ of the legislat0rs elected in 

.. 
1967 an~ 1972 assembly elections ,.,a finf! that a majority .,f them 

heel n0 s':>urce of livelih-:>o~ other th2n politics. This is true 

not only 0f the Rajastb..m legislators but also of other assemb-

lies anil the r.arliament as well( 8). "£hey believe(! more in 

using the ties of kinship, caste anci language to smoothen the 

way thr0ugh the corridors of p014er"( 9). 

rhis phase witnessed both icieologically traditional and 

rational elites. 

rhe us bering in of an entirely n e1v elite in t':> the n atif')n al 

p'Jli tical scene ~uring 1977 was an ephemeral phen':>menon. It was 

neither their raricalism n'>r rtenncratic icieals that br")u~h:; these 

elites int'> po,.,er but it was precisely a pOpular Xage a~ainst 

the at1th':>'~"it2nianism 0f the Congres~ that voted them tn po,_..er. 

In terms .,r action they proved no better than their preciecessorso 

we, thus, witness a qualitative ciifference bet,.,een the olci 

anr the new political elite. rhe elites of the eurliest phase 

whom Ahuja aptly calls as "Intellectaal commicted p:>liticos" ,.,ere 

replaced by the n e,,., elites in the successive phases ~escrib efl 

(by hhuja) as ''mdei0cre uncom: .• icted partisan'' what was attributive 

of the old political elite was uniformity of their structural 
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beckgrounc' anci their ir'ieological Cl'}mrr:i tment while Hhet 

characterizes the present political elite is heterogeniety 

in 'their backgro11n0 .. 

Besides, bargaining, ciefectionism, end factionalism 

which have of late crept into the national political culture 

and have consolidated as inevitable institutions, clearly 

speak of the current politicc:l elites' partic~~laristic 

designs~ The formation of political affiliations tociay 

finds its basis not in ice::>logy as \vas the cc:,se earlier but 

in the particularistic interests of the elite. 

T" coml;ar e the old elites with the new Ahuja ( 10) has 

0eveloped t~tpology classifying all political elites in to four 

categories: Progressive, rationalist, inriffe,...ent anfl 

manipulative .. I!Th011g h both the progressive and the ration r:list'', 

according to him, '''tv"Ork for public in te.,.,est, the fo:rmer 

believe that the cause of progress moves on automatica'"'y 

reg8rdless of the in tel'ference of r:-:en and is notsubj ect to 

human contr')l l·lhile the latter believe that progress rests 

upon C·')nscio·Js control." (11) rhe present elite far beyond 

being progressive and rationalist are inriffe ent and 

manipulative since ~"ublic interest is not primary t'J them. 

10. Ibid., p.l27. 

11. Ibid • PP• 127--28. 
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Circulatio1.1 of !;..lite: "'... ..,..._,.. __ _....._ 

'rhis uis a process of movement of incividuals from the non-

elite to elite and vice-versa11
• ( _L2) Obviously enough, the 

momentam of this circulation thus becomes a measure of the 

extent to which a s-:>ciety is open an0 poli ticizefl. In the 

Indian context political elite is unfeniably a comp~site 

term since there are variO'J.S political culture bases ( 1~) 
. ' 

each differing fr'Jm other in nature, scope anr'1 significance, 

anc each having its own cor~on anf brand of elites. A close 

persual of the background of Rajasthan political elites 

(which 1.ve have alreacly discussef earlier in a separate 

chapter) would reveal that most of the r.;oli tical elite at 

the state p'Jlitical culture base are recruit2c not fr?m the 

non-elite but from the political-elite itself of tl:.s 

lower political culture base i.e., distrie!t, block and 

panchayat levels. C.N. Jain fonfirms this fact .. he remarks: 

rhe ML.As and 1-'IP s in Rc.j as than are associeted as members of the 

Zila P arishac1s as its ex-'J fficio members". ( 14) In the case 

of"l=\ihar elites, RamAhuja(lS) f01Jn~ o·1t th2tonce these 

lower level p0litical elites climb up the la~~er i.eo, from 

panchayat, blOck and 01s~rict levels to the state or national 

levels, they never retreat to their prev10us positions. 

12o 

Pareto, Vilfredo, "·rhe Hind anc Society', Vol. III, 
L?ndon: Janathan Co.Fe, 1935, Pol427o 
National, Provincial, District, 3lock an.d Fanch2.yat levelsa 

Jain, CJv1.' 'Sta-te Legislatures in India: The Rajasthan 
L gislati ve A.ssembly 
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nevc:r retreat to 'their previons positions, "this, however,· 

does not meenn, insists Ab.(Ije, "that they ce&se tl) take 

interest in plitics of the level from which they have rrnve0 

up in the hierarchy". ( 16) 

This holds good for the Raj asthen elites as well. 

Only up"lrJard trend' is \vitnessec in the movement of 

pOlitical elites fr'lm lO\ver levels to higher levels, anc 

not vice-v rsa, hence absence of a circulatory process. 

Pareto's theory, therefore, does not afflY in the context 

of Rajasthan. 

~ven at the: level of panchayats (in Raj astllan), 

lowest in the political culture-base, there is not openness 

in recruitment anc sm:ntbness in circulation of elites. 

Jein (17) remarKs: nThe pancbayati Haj institions, an 

enpirical study reveals, have given birth to a new leac'lersbip 

and CJSn oest be r"esc::ibed as 'N~traditional' •••••••••• 

Yet the leadership which ia actuallY. emerging is mostlY from 

the afflaent and traoitionallY higher strata ')f rural 

society". ( 18) The class of tradition el leaC!ers. ( 19) Chaurverj 

n')tes that "the weaker secti"ms (in R ... j as than) have not 

--lt-t!3mpai"a"t!'Otl 3luay, rr~~·i-r~Ii'h *lg7~,-p-;m.7±;------

1~. Ah'lj a, Ram.l 2~1b, p.128 · 
1·? • Ib id • , P .1G 8 • 
17. J:ain, C.:H., O'Q.tCit., po213 
18. Ibid. -- ·--
19. Chaturvedi, r.N .~~rensions in Panchayati Raj:Relations 

bet,.,een officials and Non-officials', Scon,mic ',1eek.J.y, 
Vol.15, N, .22, May 1934 pp o 921-24 o 

20. Ibid. 
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Stlccet;;ded in capt'ring high offic s of Sarpanchas and Pra~hans 

inspite of their numerical strength." ( ?0) 

Bottomare ( ?1) arguss that Pareto:!'s theory of the 

circulation of elite apart from referring t~ the movement 

of individuals from non-elite to elite and vice-versa, also 

IJOio ts t-:> the replacement of an individual elite by another 

'tvithin the governing elite. If Pareto's theory, as argues 

Eottomare, CJnceptualizes the letter phenomenon, it hOlds 

~ood for the Re~asthan po li tice s. Ram Ah.1j a( '7'2) seeks to 

explain 'elite mobilit.Y' in terms of (1) the rise of ne,., 

political interest (ii) the decline ')f moral q!J.ali..ties of !;he 

o1r1 elites; and (iii) the rise of ne"r elite Fi th moral 

manipnlating qtteli ties. Accorcing to Schumpeter, ( ~) both 

L'1div1du8l and social facto:rs cetermine the circ·1leti"n 

of elite. 

Modernization and elite: ___ .....,._,.,. __ ..... --.--.... ---- _.. 

D::;_vid Apter ( ?4) on the basis of the role of the political 

elite in the modernization of society, civices them in~o 

two groups: ( i) Development ;:)y s-eem elite; anc ( ii) Hein tenance 

System elite. rhe former, according to him, are the elites 

who pass ess ra<'lical ou tlo"Jk ana enceaVOtlr to in traduce 

~~~-~~--------------------·----·----~~~----------~~ -~··-

22. 
"="·::3. 

24. 

Bottomar e, T.'3., '3li tes and Society' l'addl e S ~x, 
Penguin, 1934, p. 48. 
J..huj a, Ram, ,2g.!_gi t 1 , p. ~29 
Sc hu~peter, Joseph, q_ut)ted by Bottomere, 'l' .-q. in '311 te 
and uociety(, Pll.t.....£~J·5R o 

Apter, DaviA, nS;tstem, Process and the P'Jlitics of 
econ::>mic Development", in Finkle, J .L. & G.mmple, 'R. \•J o, 
'Elds. 'P,litical Developq-Ient and Social Chenge', 
Ner.v York: John \'Iiley & Sans, 1963 , PP• 441-4fi7. -
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oeeprooted chang~s L~ the attitudes ann instituti~ons that 

~nly could ens11re economic progress of the srJciety. l'hese 

devel~pment criented elite take the p1litical party end the 

govt .. as the pivotal instrument of change. lvbile the 

Heintena.'1ce elite are a passive lot and believe in statns-quo 

For them, change carries no temptatians. For these latter 

'elites' Ah11ja uses the term: 'Prisoners of Society'. Ee 

notes: "The present political _elite in India belong more 

to 'maintenance system' than to 'development system' 

with t~e result that tney have failed to reconstruct the 

nation's social and economic framework or to cevelop 

and implement radical economic policies ano programu.es". ( 25) 

In our discussion on 'modernizction ' in the earlier 

chapter 'T..,re have endeavor1red to highlight the process or 

processes the term 1 modernizati0n' refers to. Eodernizatir:>n 

can be in no '\vay solely explaine("i in terms of ec0nomic 

development since it is a c0mp0site cr:>ncept encompassing 

the society in its entirety, and nr:>t a sin~Sle aspect of ito 

GenerallY speaking, moremizati'Jn, however, refers t'1 an 

exaltef state 'Jf the s'1ciety wtich is marked by scientific 

temper, freenl')m of occupati'>n, c'listributive j11stice, 

elimination of Clesti t11 tion, c'lec en trali zation of p01ver 

democracy, free e1ecti0ns an0 publiC-Ojinil')n, secularism, 

------------------·---·---------------------- ·---~ 

25. Ahuja, Ram, op.cito, p.l30 

26o See tne chapter on ~·lodernizc::ti-:>n in this dissertat1'1n 
' a~.td also :qam .Ah·lj a in 3acbidanand and Lal, J..oKo.':'..ds. 
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in di Viaualism, mobility, eqtlali ty, achievao-status rather 
k 

than ascribed, and volatalization of unprecedenter elements 

of social pa :;tern, and advanced tech.'10logy and abunilan t 

economic production. (26) 

T<:> understand JVlodernization, tr..us, calls f')r a 

pervasive treatment of all the C!imensions of change. Since 

it is not at all feasible to be that comp:rehensi ve, ~-re 'l..r:>uld 

rather confine ourselves to the 0iscussion of 'econ~mic 

variables' (of modernization) -vrhi ch are after all the 

structural pre-requisites of the process (of moe.) in that 

they provide the primary infrastructurel basis for moderni

zation to grow and consoliflate.(27) 

~gw much Rajasthan is d~yelOE~~ 

Even after planning for three decades ~ejasthan 

continues to be on J o~ ~hJ r100:~ hD.CI::\.'T-:. ·' statas cim tje 

country. ( ?8) In terms of oevelopmen t, it ranks only above 

Sikkim, Eeghalaya and Tripura. (29) It is the tenth largest 

state po~ulation-wise. It had a populeti0n of 25.8 million in 

1971 v.rhich has risen to 34 m. in 1981- with a high gr0vrth 

rete of 32.4&. 82.4"'' out of its t'Jtal populc:tion lived 

in villages in l9f.U. I'he 0ensi ty (of popul?ti,n) has risen 

28. 

29. 

30. 

t,erner, Daniel, '-::'he pas~:ing of -rradi t1.onal s,ciety', 
Fhe Free Press of Glencoe, Illinois, 1qsg, p.47.See 
'Sis entad t, s. H., '' rrans f')rma tion 0f Soci a1, P.,li tical 
and C'.lltural orders in moflernizati">n". Americal 
Sociological Review Volo30 Octo 1965 p.5n9 
'rhe Competition Ea~ter', s§pt., igo,l-Vol.XxTTT, N0.2 
Chandigc:rh, po 119. 
'Yojna' P1"ak2shan Vibhag, Patiala E')use, Ne\v Delhi 
December, 1-15, 1981, nAn k11 20, yeer 25. ' 
I rhe Competition hester'' .212..! cit. 
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from 7.5 in 1971 to 100 in 1981. rhe staple occupati0n of 

Rajasthan's populati"n is agriculture. ( 20) The second 

largest state in area, Rajasthan accounts f0r 10.4·:~~ of 

the total land area of the· country. 60"': of its total 

geographical area lies in aride enrl semi-ari0 zOne. rhe net 

area SO\ID was tr~s only 35.36~ of the total reported area 

in 1956-57. ·rhis area increased by 7.S0'4 in 197'3-77. (31) 

Net irrigated area v-ras 1437 thousand hectares in 19f5S-.S7 

't·lhic h incr ea ~-:eo to 2,600.0 thou sand bee tares in 1974 -7S .( ~~?) 

.::.ven to this day, 1..,rell remains the chief source of irrigation. 

Of the 35,795 villages in the stat~ only 5,483 had irrigation 

facilites till 1980. (3~) ·rhe 'Rajasthan Canal' 1-rith a budget 

of over R<>.4SO crore is not yet compl dte 1vbereas ,,,..,rk ...,n it 

star ted as early as 19Fi8. ~aj as ttan h2 s a share of I)Ql y 

1. 3~"" in the t..., tal i:r:r 1:; ati"n capacity of the cl")un try. 

·rbe area under fo6~grains '·ras 78.8~ in 19f~-Fi7 

which came dOvJh to 73.074 in 1g?6-77. ~he yield rates 0f 

j "'Har, b aj ra, maize, 1-vhe ~; t, barley anr gram were 352, 14.5, 

'357, 987, 1232, 772 kgs. respectively in 195B-59.(34) 

vlhich changed to 428, 33'3, ?SO, .t280, 1163 and 7S9 in 197?-77. 

31. 

32. 

33. 
34. 

35. 

Rajuut :,:unshi >Jingh "Lavels of Agr1c·11tural 
prottuctivity ir\ R<.-jasthan: 1.. dis:;rict-Hise stu0y, 
1956-57 to 1976-77 .n H.Phil dissertation, Center for 
the Study of Regionzl Development, Jchoe>l of c)ocial 
Sciences, Ja'tvaharlal Nehru University, 1981. 
3r..radcr, L m,:rence, L.":~aj 8Sthan 11 in ~Ieiner, H.-sd. 
Btate P'1litics in India', Princeton, New. Jt_;rsey: 
Princeton 1nivars1ty Press, 1968, pp.321-398. 
ny o j n an , Op o cit. 
Raj-put, l-iuns &! .3i..l1 gh, .212.:c 1 t. 

Ibid • - -
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Of a t1tal of 33 districts, 69.5S; sb::>wed a decline 

in productivity in 1956-59. In 1976-77 this figare came 

do-wn to 42.~. rhere 1-1ere only 48 pampsetd per 10,000 

in 1974-757 and 15 tractors per 10,000 upto the yee;rs. ( 35) 

The total foodgreins prod11ction was 6.7 million tonnes 

in 1973-74 1.-rhich rose only to 7.8 in 1978-79. In 19v79-RO 

the figure \v:-_s 5.2 million tonnes. ( 30) 

Mineral Rssourcss: 

Raj as than bas rich (~eposi ts of many metallic ann nrJn-

metallic minerals. It m')nopoli 7 es the. mining of certain 

mine:·als such as leac1 (concentrates), zine (c-:mc.), 

emeralds and garnets. Apart from this, Rajasthan's contri-

bution to the country's total output of asbestos and 

felsper, gypsum, silver-ore and mice is 75<1:,, 9211 , 9011~ 

and ~o-: respectively. 

Industrz: 

Major industries in Rajasthan include textiles, cement, 

sugar, che~icals, vegetable gheee, urea, mica, brick and 

zf.ne slates. The n·lmber of registered factories i>l8S 2423 

in 1972 which h2s risen to 3812 in 1976. About 49000 

small-scale industries were there in 1981. Khari in~ustrial 

production has registered a marked improvem3nt. c.,tton and 

woolen textiles 'hlOrth P~.137 laKh ivere produce(! in 197i-7j-. :;-m 

This figures rrOtJU te0 to 411 laKh in 1977-78. 

In 1973-74 the t0tal elect.,.,icity generated and 

purchased was 1825 in K:lli. In 1977-78 this figure t0uched 

-
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a marK of 3330 m. Kr,m with :?9 po'.1erh0use scattered allover the 

state. rhe. indus trial consumption during 1972-74 inc::· eased 

from 608 to 1093 m. Klif.H while domestic consumption was far less. 

111sc e112n eous: 

rhe number of the unemployed in Ra ast. an in 1974 was 

229,000 as the employment exchange figures reveal. This 

nu~ber rose to 3??,000 in 197?. The placement of job-seekers 

'fhe state domestic product ( SDP) wes '0~ .246 7 Cr'1re in 

1975-75 which rose to 2824 crore in 1977-78, · In 1954 the 

per-capita income of the state wes Po::. 227 which rose to 249 in 

1959. The per-cepi -ca inc<Jme at current r.:;rices was P~.'-129 in 1970 

Hhich rose to 925 fn 1980-81o 

Plan outlal§: 

rte first plan had an outlay Of Ps.54 crore for Rajashtan 

second 103; third 213; annual ~lans 137; fourth plan ~09; 

fifth plan 858. Sixth plan has an outlay of fu.2025 u·£~ crore 

which exc ceds the tatal expenditure 1n currec curing the thirty 

years '1f plan::~ing in the sta<:;e. Out of the t'J :al investment 

of Fs.11 7 351.2 crore by the c~nter in p11blic enterprises, only 

?27.1 crore has be~n investeill in Rajasthan till 1980. 

~!~= 

In 1971 11 teracy in naj asthan tvas 19. ~ which r')se to 

24.05~ in 1981. Malre-literacy today is 35.78~ and female 

is 11. ~2. tistrict-wise, Ajmer has the highest percentage of 

literacy (35.01'") 1vhile Barmsr hrs the lo•,,est (11.9T~n. 
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Transnortation etc. 

In 1976-77, for every 1000 sq. kms. the avera<:; e length 

of rails in Rajasthan is 13 kms. For every 100 sq. kms. 

road length is 13 kms. i•,Jhile the national average for road 

1 ength is 42 kms. 

Rajasthan's per-capita electricity consumption is 

83 units as against c~untry' s average ~f 119. (37) These 

facts and figures clearly speak of the pitiable and shocking 

state Rajasthan is in where its economy and overall 

development are concernec1. Despite an inflow of 4000 crore 

rupees for aevelopment -vnrks in the state 0ver a 1_period of 

r'Jughly thirty five years since inelepenoence nothing 

c'Jnsiclerable has been achieve0 tn the name of pr'1gress. 

Inspite of the pas ng of radical legislati~ns namely: 

1 resumpti'Jn of Jag irs Act, 1952; Raj as than Land Ref0rm and 

Resumption of Jagir (amend.) Bill, 1954'; and , 'Rajasthan Zx 

Z amindari a.."ld Biwedari Abolition Bill, 1958 1 , the per-

capita land-tnlding in the state is even less than an acre. 

~d, the per-hectare value of agricultural-output is 422. 

Lest t'.> talk of irrigation netvrork, fertilizer-facilities 

a11d p blr capita income which are far less than the national 

average. rhe race of growth of annual income Of the state 

has kept srn ttling bet'l.veen 3 and 4& • 

... -- -~- .. •.. • • ' a ,. • • • 

37o These figures have been taken from '·rhe Competi'Jn 

Mester', and 'Yojna', 9~.cit~ 

38. Ahuj e, Ram, O:Q ._gi~,s, PP• 105-7~ 



:Slite and Modernization:-...-.-.=----------- --- ___ .............._ 
R egerding the question of modernization of Bihar, 

Ram Ahuja ( 88) in tervi ewedax a n11mb er 0 f Bihar pOlitical 

elites and fJund the majority among them believing that 

':qnceranization in economic and social fields has been 

achi eve0 only sl igh·tly though political morl erni zation has 

been achieved to a great extent. The r.tain reas0ns given 

by them for lack of mofiernization 1-.rere ( i) ineffect;ive 

leacership ana it;s indifference to development e£forts, ( ii) 

wi,.qe corruption and factionalism among elites (iii) Blind 

confarmity to traditions (iv) ce~fective planning by 

bureaucrats and· technocrats due to leek of commitment (v) 

Hass illiteracy (vi) change of ministries. 

rne Raj 8 sthan political elites end bureaucrats are no 

bett.,er than their Bihar counterpar.ts in their attitude 

to,tmrrs the questi0n of morierniz2tion of their state. 'They', 

observes shrader, trare still prone to point to the 'J~i~1<!X 

psychological' change in the peas an try rather than to 

evidences to economic an0 objective change. (39) rhe relation

ship betiVeen 'caste and politcs' \vhich ,,.re have riscussed at 

length in the earlier chapter in the context 'lf Rajasthan 

has gruesome consequences for developmen:; efforts. 1 .. nd, to 

this effec·t, Shrado;;r notes: "In a state such as Rajasthan 

-----------------------

4·'). Ibid. ---
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vJhere little ooderniz:__.tion has occurred caste tends to be 

of even greater significance". (40) rhis significance is 

virtually vindicated by atleast tbe cooperative movement in 

Rajasthan ab':>ut ·Hhich Sbra~er remarks: "On paper the 

cooperative movement is ..,ne of the most success fuJ. programmes 

in the state. By 1%1 it \vas officially estim8ter that 

~.3~ of the state's Villages and 24~ of all rural families 

were enrolled in co'1p. societies. ·rhis department has been 

uncer the control of successive jat ministers curing 

much of the time that rapif expansi~n of th€ coop. movement 

occured, and it is ~·ridely maintaine<" by informeC! persons 

in the sta ~e tb~t the coop.m':1vement has been of gre::.Jter 

benefit to the jat f~cti0n tha-·:n the general peasantry.(41) 

But the Act was fullY implemented as late eS in 1959o 

asnotes S hrar er: "Jag ir Resum~, tion Act h:-os been slo~-rly 

implemented." {4'3) ~he tPaja8than renancY AC?? .:SJ.055' ~.rhi.ch 

provided for only t"t.JO clauses of tenP ..... '"lts naoely, 

41. 
4f. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46o 
47. 
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'khetedar and Ghair-Khetedar' tenants ncould not be a 

considereble success due to leek of aciequate finance 

( '70.43~) or ignorance of this privilege ( 1.5~) or owing 

to undue influence exercise(! by lanCI hllflers (2T:) ." (44) 

Pertaining t~ this very Act, Shraoer also comm.:::nts that 

11 no Ceiling on lend hOlding hac~ been established by 1ffij;11 • 

45) '3agri Abolition Act, 1932' aimed at abolishing c~mpletly 

the system of Sagri (Loans extended to rribals by non-

tribal peOple). UJ..ccording to the Survey Pepo.::. t of the 

Rajasthan rribal Research Institute and rraining Cetre, 

the Act has failed to abo 1 ish Sagri". (::46) .As quoted by 

:;.}:. Jein Hho fnrther remarks: n .:'he failure of Sagri 

legislation may be attrib11ten t., the inh rent anr usual 

defects oft 5n seen in all s'1Cial la1;TS being not proc eerefl 

by requisite s0ciel thinking". (47) I'he failure of the Act tn 

ques;tion is further innicative of the fact that 11 nr:> social 

change can be brought ab.,ut by legisleti~Jn alone, if masses 

are not awakened t~ the prevailing evils anr if reallY 

effective conClitions are not createc for the implementation 

'!J.f such legislations." (48) 

io -:>verhaul village-adminstration and to let the 

fruits of democracy reacr tne nook and corn.:.r of the 

state, Rajasthan Govt. 1ntroducci0 the r'ancbayati Raj System 

about vlbich Jain remarks: ttfhe Rc;.j'asthan Assembly hf's d'1ne 

~· 
48. 
49. 
F'O. 

J~~d. ' p.218 
Ibir=t. p.215 
Chatt1rven1, :.·r. r I'ensions 
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a pioneering job in this fielc., Ehis panchc:yati Raj 

has vlith()u·c doubt, revolutionize0 the thinking of the Village\ 

mind.» ••• •• rbe.,.·e are t1-m stumbling blOclcs still in the 

~ .. ray, generc:l illeteracy of the peOple and the bureaucratic 

attitude of the Officials11
• (49) Thus, "the political 

elites of the state have undoubtedly failed to make 

panchayati R j a complete successn. (50) 11 The enthusiasm 

generated by its in traduction has not percolat :.d do-v.n to 

che Villc:ges. The common man in the village is yet t'::> be 

enthused into active particupation into (levelopment 

prograrnmes ... $., ,. , _ rhe l·reeker sections have not succeeced 

in ca.p turing high offices of 3 arpanche.s and Pr ad hans 

in spit;e of their numberical strength". (51) Despite the 

fact tr"et the area of iri·igated land in Hajesthan has 

-:;-. ~'-.::::~::::::z~c ·7; drastically 1ncreascc9 :from ?.4000 acres to 

33000 acres bet1veen 19.51 anc 1959, and, to 2300.·9 thousand 

hectares in 1977. as the official figures put 1 t, 

a5ricul tural pr0flt1ction has been almost stagnant anf' 

productivity has only sustained a meagre increase (from 

?? in 1950's to 422 in 70's) whereas ~otb the pro0uction 

so. 

51. 
f) 3. 
54. 

Chaturvedi, r.N •' rensions in Panchayati -qaj: 
Relations between officials and non-officials~ 
.:.lconomic :1e kly, 16( ?2), May 30, 1934, pp.92l-924 

_!bid. 
Shrader L. O:f2 cit 
Ahuja, ~c_.m tn~d~~tr!t1anand and Lal, A.K • ..,2!>..!.£_i ... t.cu p.l32. 
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and productivity sh;uld have increaser atleast five-fold 

tn a minimumo 3hrader's remarks in this regard seems most 

appropriate: He says: "\·Jaterlogging has b :.;en a serious 

problem in the state, a...:d irrigation is some-vThat less 

effective than th-se figures would indicate." (52) rhe 

first phase of 'Raj asth8J.'1 Canal', meant to turn the 

rnar desert arable,; anc the biggest in the w~rld with a 

proposed expenoi ture of over P..s.450 crore, had to be . 
comftleted by 1982. 1~orK on it start~a as early as in 1958. 

·r:> one's disappointment, the progr·ess in the 1nrk on c2nal 

suggests that its c~mpletian 'W'1'1ld call far n') less than a 

o cede from the year it '\vas scheduler t~ start functioning. 

Shrader rightly points -,ut: nclearly R; j a2than achiev -~ no 

major economic breakthr"Jtlgh even thou~h its psrformance riel 

not com~are unfa~urably with the national peT·f')rmas."lceno (.53) 

clue h is the extent of miserab ili tt es that Raj as than has 

as its destiny for which n:')n but its uncomrJitte<"' an0 

insincers political elites and bureaucrats have to blame. 

Lctivist elite who are comm.i-cteo to development but trey 

fail to deliv ,r tte go0cs to a consiae···able extent owing 

to certain hurdles in the way of their funct1r.:ming. 

·rhese hurdles, according to him are (i) the problem of split 

ireologies, namely the ideology of passive party o~ficialdom, 

of party militants of the fi sin terested and uncor:1r;ri -;ten 

rank and file 0f partJ members and party id,;ntifiers and 

the party's public ideology. (ii) the pr~blem of 
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confusion of cross-cutting issues and a.lte!'native 

performances; ana (iii) the problem of in-fighting among 

the elite for power-sharing. 

rhe political elites are related to the politics of 

the state tr~ough the political organization of national 

and local levels which have in themselves various gr"Japs and 

sub-groups with 'conflic~ing loyalties, (55) persOnal 

rivalries, aspiration of asc en Clan ce, politic a 1 conflicts 

and ideological \·Tarfare \vithin the organiz~tion sometimes 

leading to breaking-a"t.·raY of many a leader to join other 

political parties as avenues to look for better prospects. 

J. .. huj a insists that 11 this ideological gulf bet1,reen the 

offices s,~aking elite ana the ideologically-orientef elite x~ 

always forces the former to indulge in activities which are 

usually motivated by ex tranc~:ms consider ationsn. (56) ••••• o •• .,. 

It is these office-seeking elite who "hinder the defelopment 

and modernization 11
• (57) of a partiCI.llar society. 

-- ... . ..... 
55. A term use a by Fam t.huj a. 

~. See Dahrenaorf, R., uclass and Class Conflict in 
Industrial Society", London: Routledge and Keg an 
Paul, 1959, P• 65 
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(58) Dabrendorf suggests that there is hardly any 

cohesion betvJeE!l the lO• .. ;er and the upper straGa of elite. 

::..ac h keeps charging the other ·hri th corruption. 11 The 

'oligarchic elite and the subjacent elite' (59) ~o not 

find a com·:1on set of goals, rhe aims of the Olig arc hi c 

elite are either so personal (capturing office) or so 

general (maintaining ·strtus quo) or even so radical 

(maximum nationalization) that they fail to motivate the 

subjacent elite11
• (SO) Among the subjacent elite there 

is always a good number of politically uncommitter or less 

committed individua.ls who nurture high aspirations to rise • 

.fbey ere e asilY manipulated by the olig archie elite on 

false pr0mises. And, thus, is s11stained the possible 

antagonism between the l01}Jer and upper strata of elite 

which if materialized wo•1ld contribute to the develo:~ment 

of society .. As b.r~uja' s hopothesis goes: "The higher the 

rronopoly at the higher poli~icel culillre base, lesser are 

the elite to pe::rticipc:te in P':tblic ,.relfare issues Pt lO'·rer 

political Clllt,ne basen. (1=51) If p01ver is helfl by ,.,n1y a 

few Oligarchic elite at the national level, that is, high 

. ~ ... -·-
59. Eigher and lo,.rer elites. 
SO. Ahuje, -qam, in Sachifla:end anr Lal, LoKoEds.on._~it.-1"\.183 
'31. Ibid. ...-..... ,!;' 

s2. D aErendorf, R., 212• c~_l;. 
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centrelizetion of p01ver at the center, the elite at the st8te 

level v.rill not feel free to express their viet·rs free1y an" 

franklY. And, there v!O!lld be a flissatisfacti0n among the 

non-ruling and non-activist elite to supl_ort the C!lrren t 

elite in their programmes of development. 'Phis unco 1.bte01y 

hampers the adequate and appropriate flli~ctionin~ of the 

political elite et the state level. (62) 

·rne defection of many an i¥mportant leader from the 

Congress and the Lolc Dal a decace ago signifies the 

frantic desire t. ey had to seek o .. fices. rhe case of 

Kumbb Ram Arya is the most suitable example to this e.::.fect. 

In 1977, the Congress in Raj as than lagger1 b ehin r in 

the r 8 ce to fo"~"m government. rr.e c.,mbined oppO:ilition 

defeated it by ameagre one vote. S'lkha,.:~ia's manipulati'1'1s, 

hoi·rever, c..,ulr fe2ther the Con·gre::s cap. by luring a fev.r 

p..,litically uncomrnitte0 merr.bers of "'pposi.til')n to his 

(Congress) side. rhis edc1quately vinricates tte extent to 

which bargaining an0 0efectionism have perpituate,;~ in the 

political culture of Pajastha..n. Excepting fryr a short span 

of time extending from .mid l977 to the fall ">f 1980, 

R0jasthan has been a one-p0rty cominate0 state - the Congress. 

About the Con ress and Faj&sthan, 3hrader remarks: 

rhe Con 5re~s party was more Sllccessful in develop!ng raaj or 

political leaders. Having C'JO :;rol ')f the State's govt. 

----- .. ,. - .... --
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·rtrroLlghout Ghis period and backed by the prestige of the 

nat:tonal party, the stc.te Congress leaders have been able to 

exploit the advantage of office, the contr-:>1 of patronage 

and the responsibility for implementing pr-:>gY·ammes of 

economic development an0 social an0 pOlitical ref0~ms 

in the development of political leadership. Despite these 

advantages, Congress leadership has tenoed to be local 

and regional in nature. No mass leae:e w!:n c'Juln appeal 

directly to all sections of the state has emerged; instea~ 

political leaders have tended to be aoriot managers of 

political influencen. (63) 

Thus, the main aim of the Congress leadership in the 

state,; was end still is to retain p01...rer rather tban to 

commit itself to the development of the state. This is 

precisely why no pli tical leader of ou tsta'1dtng capabilities 

anc'l popularity C·')Qld came up there. 1-:ohanlal 3hukhaflia ~,78S 

the Chief Hinister for seventeen long yeers. S~ar~er opinies 

tbn~ he (Sukhadia) "mcmage0 t'J retain leer'ersbip 0f ~he 

64. 
S5. 
ss 0 

'§firader, "L!a~··rence, _QJ2_,ci~ 
Ahuja, R. m, ':>DoCit. 
:Mitra, 3.K. 1: din"g'fi, V.~. '·Social 'JlaC"s an~ ~a1.1.ef 
3ys tams in tte I:1 fti c:n P'1ltticel elite- An exploratory 
:3tudy ~f the Interactio1s of ..,._~titudes, Ideology anc1 
Party Irientification' in 3achidanand & TJal, A.K.3c1s 0 

'~11~e anfl Development' ?e·t-r '~"'elhi: Concept Publisbin~S 
Col. 1980; PP• 71.97. 
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Congress party thr;ugh 12 stormy years, more by his judici~us 

use of poli cical influence, his balrocing of competing 

facti..,ns l·lithin the party, and his capPcity to anticipate 

the political in~rigucn '1f his ")pponents than thr.,ugh any 

q~ality ~f personal magnetism' (64) or by earning natural 

popularity thr0ugh committing himself to the c~nse of 

devel..,pment of the state. 

Factionalism and political conflicts are also 

frequent hurdles in the 1._ray of modernizati0n of the state. 

(S5) rhough factionalism is a basic feature of the Congress 

party at the national level 66 but in the case of Re;j ecthan 

it acquires much m:Jre high proportions end seems to have 

perpetuated, t'J tr~e grass-rrot level. ""Factionalism ;,ri thin 

the Congress partyn, insists 3brader, "is the sec0nd major 

fOrce of conflict in "Rajasthan; moreover, ttis has been a 

constant feet11re of the party's h.istory. rhe survival of the 

Ct')ngress party has r'lep'nder'l t')n its ability t0 keep fect~")nalisrn 

1-!1 thin r easona'bl e b0un "'s, so as to prevent SlJ.ch a 1.reakening 

of the party as to render it ineffective as a political 

orgenisc:ti'1n". (S7) rhe basis of factionelism varie0 from 

'regionalisi?' in tr.e begnning to ( p rsonalism ' en0 'casteism' 

at a later point in time by "~·rhen ascenccont caste in 'qaj as than 

h2f come to be considerably politicize0, and, as a consequences 

6 7. 3 hr ad er , 1 a\'ll' en c e, Q_l?. cit_, 
68. Ibid 
6~. Ibid 
70. 1~2.-



started making its presenee felt in the state politics. 

In 1 tially, thel'-=' 1.ver e tr~ ee import: ant facti on s bas ·,d 0n 

regionalism. One l·ic s the Udaipur group neaded by l·:obanlal 

Sukhadia a.'1d llaniklal Varma. rhe other viaS Che Vyas gr'J:.lp 

representing the formerly J aipur-s t. -ce area. the third '.\'<-,s 

tLe group of a fe-v: j Gt leacers fr m Jodhpur anc BH::aner 

areas. H rhe Coalition"' informs SrJI'ader 11 vJbich defecter Jai 

Narain Vyas assumed the form 0 f regional gr0upings when the 

jat and rroaipur groups joine0 forces \·Jith the secl)nr-generation 

nationalist le acers in the e::;stern plains." ( -;9,) 

Since 1954, thsre appeal's a shift in the basis of 

factionalism. Regionelism contir111ing to be "one character

sties of Raj as than's factionc.lism, personalism an(~ c2ste have 

become more pre>minen t features C;S well" .(S9) rj is shift 

1-Jhich undo·lbt<.:JC''y speaks l)f the repid policicizati0:1 0f the 

masses 1.-Fes a result of, "Shrader insists, "the progressive 

breaKdown of regional loyal ties".( 70) · He further asserts: 

110ne of -che ironies of Raj as than politics is that the more 

the olr regional loyalties are C'Jrroded, the greater the 

tendency for factionalism to shift t::> a caste anfl local-

based factionalism11
• ( 71) I'he extent t'J l\;bicb factionalism 

hes crept in to R~j as than politics is mare further consp1C'1"J'lS 

by 3hrarer who notes: "At the stzte level, factionalism is 

so widespraa<'l. ths~ an aura of intrigue often hangs over the 

state capital. 3nc1less rem'J11rs of internal conflicts 1..ritb.in 

?L Ibld·-- 7" 
-- ,...,. Ibid --
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the cabinet or the legislative party art: circul.sted and 

from time to time, kanor cabin- t rcshufflings ta.ke place 

in response to the shifting lines of factional strength. 

No ministsr dares igne>re his Ovm. group of follO,·rers anc:1 his 

allies for sh~ulc be 0ecome isolated or sh~ulc his sup~ort 

be undercut, his own :positi0n w:Jal0 s')on be in j e::>:parc<y". 

( 72) In a bit to checK factt:malism the Congress l1igh 

c0rrm1and in 19S 7 0 eni er ass emly tcckets to many a member 0 f 

Stll:}haria ministry. Hatrnra D as Natb'1r, the pror:?n~n ~ J oflhpur 

leader, \.ITBS given parliamentary tict{et in 19F7 Hith a view 

to overt him fr0n the state pl")li tics. ~h0ugh ..,n, y Rfter 

tW1 years be ma.1agerJ a comeback • .b.t a later state eff")rts 

v1ere made by the Con ress big h command to e·.,;en eject ::ohc::nlal 

SuKha0ia fr~m state fOlitics and to install bin Pt the 

Center. Political rivalry between Suk.hBr'ia on the ")ne hanr, 

J ai N ar·ayan Vyas and Hiralala Shastri on the other is too 

vrell-KnO\m .• Kumbh R~ m Arya 1.vb'J bad b :::en denie0 an assembly 

tick.et in the first tb.ree assembly elections consecutively 

1.-1as heading the jet facti--n of the eastern ,t.lt::.ins region. 

Factionalism instead ~f c0ming to a standstill or 

dimL~ishing bec2~e more rampant in the succassi e ye8rs,o 

Disappearance of '9 arkatullah Khan fr~m the poli ticel scene 

of Raj as than is attribu teo to faction ali sm. · 
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11 F8ctionel-conflic·c il!i thin the p8l'ty 11
' Opines B hr ader' 

nis part of competitive politics ;..Jithin s flominent nationsl 

psrty systemn. ( 73) 

rhe dovm.fe>J.l 'Jf Janats perty W8S precisely Ovring 

to factional-conflict. 

"Faction elism11
, concludes Ahuja from his empiricel 

study of Sihar p0litics, "many a time thwarts the 

development p'Jlicies and programmes of the parties 1n pO~·Nr 

0 ecause of this factionalism, the elites evEn c1o not wield 

c'Jnsic"l~rable influence over th~ masses. Host of the 

politicos do not have any influence over tt ... eir follO rers 

enc those fe1., vrho have some, (I eri ve it fr'Jm their 

ascriptive roles as bi~ zaminfars etc~ r<'-ther than fr0m 

~he political posts they h:>lcin o ( 74) Factionalisn in 

Raj as -:than, thus, as -.1e see finrs its bas is in reg ion alism, 

casteism anc'i personalism "hampering modernization". ( 7,c:,) 

Factionalism is just 0ne component of the str·1cture 0f 

conflicts rampant in Raj as than pOli tic·s. It r ether 

signifies 'Jnly intra-Congress c')nflict. An equally pl')tent 

conflict v.i3 vitness in the tussle betv.reen the ruling 

c~mgress and tte erst\vl.ile landed aristocrary. 
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"The change in political leadership (in Raj as than) to0k 

pla.ce \rJ'i thin the con text of t1·JO basic poli ~ical conflicts. 

One centered r-:mnd the controversy bet1:1een the ?e;jput 

Jagirdari class and the Congress party; the other was 

centered i.>J"ittin the Congress party and focused 'Jn the 

emergence of ne"toJ leadership groups in ttrerms ~f both 

generati0n and c·aste 11
• ( 7.5) former v.ras ~n open and grues'.)me 

conflict 1.-1hict cost mu·::h of Congress' enargies, time and 

attention.( 77) 

The dacis:i.'1ns of the C0ngress to resume t· e jagirs 

turned the entirety of the landed aristocracy r:>f Rajast!':an 

against it (Congress). "rhe Rajputs entrance into politics 

in almost monolithic oppoisition to the C0ngress party 

at the time of the first general elec-cions 1.<ras trig~ered by 

this decis1::m, anr t ey have remainer an imrortant, if less 

monolithic, oppo~sition group in the state's politics ev~r 

since 11
• ( 78) 

-$t2y-0roers v;ere secured against resumpti'Jn of je.girs 

.·.ct, 1952 fro::1 the higb c0urt. Anc1, it i.ves ")nly in 1954 

that the Supreme C0urt finally uphelc tt!e J.ct. Ksh!;riy a 

Hahasabha ivas the organi:zational J!latform fr0m ',·Th~r~ the 

'"?<).- ·~n:r.-aa dr,LavJren ce, 0p .cit. 
77. Kamal,_ K.L., 'r arty Poli ::;ics in an Inl'!ian Jta e: 

A Study of Nain Political Parties in T)ajastha."l', 
J eipur, Prakash P11blisher s, 193 7, p~:. 76-77 



-: 167 :--

depropertied class forged a Q~ity and j~intlY f0ught for 

its l~st material heritage. If was ·tbis dabba vhicb 

negotiate<:' -vrith the state a.11d central governments. 

It r epresen "!:; ed 1 ts elf in the first general elections an~ 

actieved considerable suc~ess. In 1958, a tentative 

agreement Hes r eachefi b eb;een the Sabha on the one hanci 

and the state and central gov-:s .. 0n the other. This 

agreement proved ephemeral since most of the c~n~itions 

laiC! -c=<,.,v.m in tbe agreement c:ml0 n0t j_~lacate the Clepropertier 

jag irdars 'l.,rho demanded 50~ c0mpens eti"Jn, lib eral-rehabil i-

tation grants a..'"l.d redefinition of 'khuilkasht' land for 

v7bich they lc:nmched an intense conpaign organizer by 

-~ ho'Jmim..,ram~ .. ·. Jangh. i. nnmber of pr'Jtest de.nonstrations 

and tne like upsurges threatener. the "G' anquility 0f the 

state. 

~he Jane Sangh anil the Ra~ Rajya ParishaA stooci by the 

cause of tbe d epropertied Bhoomist·rami s and sup·_ 0rter'1 their 

r< emanf s in the 1957 elec ti·m s. As a c'lnsequ enc e, bl') th these 

parties", ,1 em0rks Shrader, ,Lost from ?Fi • t'l ?3~ t")f the1r 

previ'Jus strength'~. ( 79) In 19R9 atlFJst -can<'lit ·,rer..r'l 

meniating betHeen the Hajasthan govt. an0 the l=lho'1mis•·rani 

-------- -. ........__., 

79. c,·r:ep~rt o,f tt.e .3tate l.;;Jnd _:;ommiss_!on for -q8jasttan' 
ov-c. of .>-tajasttan, Jal::;:ur: GovT;.ventrel r-ress ' 

80. 
19.1)g, p. 91. 
Thin. ---
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3engh proposed liberalizefl te:t•ms ff')r :rehabi.litati,.,n grants 

for j agi'T'S 1-ri th an annual inc')me of less than "cofiOOO 1- · 

rhis praposel ~,,,as Haec epteci by both si0es, th':tS finally 

endfOg this controversy!!. (80) 

rhis gruesome c')nflict that laster ff')r no less than 

seven years influencing the first t1\ro general el.;;ctions 

held in th3 state kept tbe law a.'1 <' order si tL1ation 

in the province in a pitiable state necessicating 

the political elites to divert their full att .. :ntian to it 

·which could have otherwise baen devoted to the cause of 

pr0gress of the state. 

are not economic but political", (81) ana, most of their 

time enr en:::rgy is spent on p':'li tical manipulat;ions 1Nhich 

are an inevitability particularly when factors such as 

factionalism, rivalries an0 vester interests, to cite 

a fei..r instances, make politics an actu~ly competitive 

pr')cess. It ttus becomes bLding ')n the part of the 

maint~:nance-system elites, v..rhich the cur1•ent political 

81. Ahuja, I·Lr:1, .Ql?•S!t.!., p.109 

R2. ~·, PPo 108-108 

p,109 
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elitrjs indibu:ably are, t'J b.e highly mainpulative, as 

Ab..uja's study of Bihar elites sug'..;ests, inorder to maintain 

their continuance in pO\·r~r. Least attention is, thus, paif 

by the political elites to 11 mitigating the acute problem 

·of unemployment anc'l promi'Jting employment Gp1.ortuni ties, 

ststep~ing-up inrmstrial prod11ction, breaking the nnn..,pr:>ly 

of big bus1.ness muses in the field Of inili1St:rtal pr')c'l!lCti'1!1 

rif!"-;ng the state of recurring floofls enil 0r':'ughts, provi0i.ng 

stable government, maintain·ng 1aH anr '1rrier, ceiling of 

property,· augmenting agriC'll :ural proc"u cti-:~n, checkin~ 

corruption anr preventing price-rise". ( 8?) •ihich on:y 

•. ,.ould assure progress of the state, Besides, amopg ~he 

aforementioned problems 11 "Y1hat are going to get priori ties 

fiepend upon the c':llThi>i tme.:1 t Of tne elites". ( 83) 

Centre-state relFti..,ns also is major fa~ nr ~nat 

retermines the pr0penstty of a state tl') 0eve'!.op. "Sy inter

viei·Iing the p')litical elites 0f'=1ihar Ahuja (84) fo:m0 many 

an elite allegin~ that ce~ter's ai~ t-:~ the state ~epends 

on the pi'Jli~ical party Cane" the political factir:>n) in po~~r. 

Where 3~jssthan is concerneA it has always remaine~ a 

neglected staGe -s is vindicate0 by the allOC2tion of fun0s 

in the successive plans except for t;he current rlan in Mimt 

\vhich it re aive over ?.000 crore of Fe. 
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Keeping in view tt.e extent to "11Jhich RajastLan has 

achieved progre~~s it can be asserted th~t the stete(s 

noliticel elites have 0nly en0eavoureo to maL~tain a status-

quo anc"i no;; to 0 e' el0p the province. 

Hod ernization, ac corc'ling t-:> Ah:J.j a is 11 a :plenn er 

process 0 f sryciel mobi.li 2 2tion. Social mobilization of 

messes for mai;ing them r ea(ly to accept changes in s'Jcial 

and i(leological strnctures is the primary fu:1ction 

of p:.litical elites·-. (8.5) But since p'Jlitical slices, 

as we t:a''S al'lalyseC!, remain glued to the politics of pO\ver 

grabbL1g, one wonders if tt:.ey can be exp-cted to socisllY 

mobilize masses. rrue that modernizetion can not be understaod 

solely in terms of p?lit1cal elites rati:!.er there is a h':>st 

of factors detrimental to it; but so far as the r?le of the 

political elite in atleast tte economic prog~ess, a pre

requisite for moClernizati<:>n, of the strte is concar'nef', it 

is un00ubterly a fact ~h- t the ac·1te econ,m.ic pr'">blems 

Pajasthan is confr•:>nti.ng t0oay is precisely f'1l6 to the 

"lc:ck 0f fievelopment ef:ft>rts in the inrustrial an~ 

agrical t11ral sect'Jr s by the political eli ::;es 11
• ( RS) 

S4. ]].!?...:, p.ll4 
85. Ibid., p.124 
8S. 1b!(l., p.ll5 
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·~·ie fmmd that the n::,;t s')vJD aree in '?sjas-:::han in 19.c.;S 

1.ras 26.34 v.rbich incT'easec1 by only a margin 0f 7.0~ over a 

Raj as than C aa al', tbe much pub licizec' g ien t irrigation 

project of Asia ".orith a bt1dgst Of over ,..·.4.50 crore, sh"'>ulc 

have beenready t'J function by 1982 but it is O')to ro ')ur 

utter Clisaf,"'Ointment, K .. jasthan hes a mere share of 1.<5< 

in the t'Jtal irrigati·:m capacity of the country • .rhe area 

under foodgrains 1.vas 7~.8'1. in 1956 vlhich came do\·10. to 

73~ in 1977. 

The small scale industr-ies have remarkably mul tipliec 

in n•1mber 0uring the past ten years but heavy· in r<ustries 

are yt a far cry. r:<22,000 persons 1...re:re unemployefl in the 

state in 1q78. 3tate r1omestic pr0tiuct hes risen fr0m ?LIS? 

cror e in 197fS to 2824 crore in 1q79, inc:- ess ing 0n1,y 

by a small margin. On1y 19.?~ pe'Jple were literate in 

Rajasthan in 1971. "2f.is p;:;rcentage rase but 'Jnly to 

24.5~ by 1981. For every ~b?usand square kilometers the 

average length of rails is tJnly ]f) ~ms. L.verage r'".>c:fl 

lengtt is lS kms. p~r hun0red squar8 Kilomct~rs. In 1970 

per CBpite inc:1me in th;; state v1as P<~.629 \vhich rose only 

'development' can be best as essefl by the gruesome fact 

th:· t it ronKs -:>nly above three small states of the -'1u...'1try 

3ikkim, ~eghalaya a~d ~ripura. 
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Vari~us social legislations in the name of s0cial r,form 

''~~'ere passed important being them the various J agiroar i Aboli-

tion Acts, lana - renancy .? .. ct, Sagri .t:\boli tion Act etc. but 

there is an abundance of empirical stucies ab~Jut them 'l.:rhich 

111e f1und ~learly inc'lica ting ·that these Acts have not been 

fully implemented. fhis expleh!s wny even after such drastic 

measures ( ?) adopted on the socio- ec-:;n'Jmic f'ron t by Raj as than 

p'Jli tical elite, the average per capita lan c - holfling in 

the state is less the· even an acre. 

~:e f'"'•1nr prominent s0cial- scientists such 2s shrac'er, 

Jain, Ahuja, Cbatur vec'i etc. wto se em1)i rical st'.t0i es pe-rtain 

to Raj as then's P0li tics an c c'levelopmen t pr~blems' ?gr~etin ~ 

that tte present leefership in the state is incifferent anr 

u coiD.!:li tt;ef t~ 0evelopmen t efforts; the<; the majority annng 

the present 1 eaders hip is con f1lrmist .., f ' tradition' and believes 1 

in maintaining status - quo, anc; that there is a 1 ack of 

C'Jmpetent and committee< bureaucrats and tecrnocrats in the 

state as ~o;l:o se cons eq:1 ence planning is always o efecti ve. 

Dra·i;ling ')0 tt.e aforementioned studies we also analysed that . 
there is barflY a.YlY rapport between the elites at the ceo ter 

Pnd the State; 8UC IJet·v;een state- leVel elites; anc 1-:>Her Oneso 



Absence of such a coardinction hampers 0evelopmen t. We 

f')und the t the elites are only in teres ted 1n continuing in 

potver and ap.t-ropr:teting material benefits, and not in v.urking 

collectivity for people's cause. Oligerchic elites ;.rh,., are 

slightly c-:>nuni ttec an 0 1-.i. sh to 0o something bon estly an t:1 

cancre:ely for the state are str0ng1y 0eterred by the party 

,.,fficialri0m enc'l are sometimes charger'l as r0in!S anti - party 

activities. Facti0nalism, personal rivalry, conflicting

loyalties, aspiration af ascenfence, p-:>litical- conflicts, 

de fecti0nism kc.ep eeting in to the vitality of tte Haj as than 

political - system i-~em,L;er:tng the functio.:ling 0f the p'Jli ~ical 

elites. I'hese evils accrue essentially '1U t 0 f tha vici'JUs 

;arne '.>f power in 1vhich tr~e present elites involve tnemselves 

t-:> have pers-::>nal gains. I'be most havec p'>litical c'>nflict 

in Rajasthan, ·He analyser, was the Congress- learership 

versus the Rajp•1t JFgirderi class that c0ntinued for T'"~'Ighly 

a recede n a tnr ally calling f~ the elites t'1 c !:.ann elize frll., y 

their time, energies anf! a:tentian t'J it v.rhicb ,.nulri h2 ve been 

othervlise <'levoted to Clevelopmental 'l.•nrl\:s. ~le fliscerner h')l., 
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most of the decisions taken by the political elites are not 

economic but political, end ho~t manipulations on the part of 

the inaiv1dual elite jlay a vital role in keeping him stuck 

to the ex a' ted chair of rower. Hohanl2l Sukhac'lia' s c0n tinuation 

as Chief - Hinister '1f the state for ar')unr seven teen 10ng years 

flllly vindicates the significance of manipllla·t;ions to Rajasttan 

f"lli tics. It is to-:> '.Jell - kno-v.IO a fact; lx>H tactfullY be kept 

balancing the caste equetion by enchanting tt.e j at variable to 

,~emai.:1 in positive relationshif; ,.,ith the Raj}'uts so theta 

luringly riel':. treesure of ellegi~:nce C'luld be un'Jner"''t.lsly 

exploi te~. 

various plans; the rich st"''ck "''f nat~r~l res~urces that the 

stste is enr-:nrer. 1;1i th; a menagable state l')f ec....,nomy; an,:~ 2"0ove 

~11 
Cl ' 

a congenial sr')cial environment, the politicel elites stnul,:~ 

have easily anr sincerely ushered the state on to tte roa~ to 

economic prosperity \vhich is primary to mn f.erni zation. 

Our st,1dy, thus, lears us to c0nc1uce \'lith all objectivity 

that the p0li tical elites of Raj as than t:ave cnn cernnably failec 

to mode:r'nize the state. 

_____ ..,.. ________ _ 
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'I'be political elites being the elec"lt:.ed representc:J.tives 

of the people in a democratic set-up are the legitimate 

wielders of power, dec 1. sion-ma ker s, LP.\1."-g i vers and pol icy 

makers. The economic progress of a society depends on 

plans, policies and resources, and above all, on how 

best these plans and policies are implemented and the 

resources utilized. The responsibility of formulating 

the pla.ns and policies Bnd implementing them lies solely 

'l.vitb the vielders of po\ve:r - the political elites. This 

precLsely erplains the reletionship beti-leen the political 

elites and modernization of a society. So, the quality 

of political elites a society has would decide the quality 

and quantity of economic progress achieved or to be achieved 

by it (society). 

But since the political elites do not exist in vacuum 

but are the qualitative product of the society they are 

part and parcel of, their nature and character~e essentially 

shaped by the various systems - economic, political, cul-

tural etc. - of the society. 

The indifferent attitude of the political elites towards 

modernization, gruesome revalries within them, their 

desperate concer.~:1 for C'~ntinuation in poi·Ter, their non

com~itment to people, their selfish character, acute 

factionalism, bargaining and defectionsim - the bases of 

all this lie in the nature and form of the political system 
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itself rather tban- in the nsture P.nd cbarscter of the 

political elites. DemocrRCY as the form of 'politics' 

being a highly ccmpetitive process was a succes8ful 

experiment of the class-stratified west. Incepted in the 

caste-based society of ours, it started mobilizing a.nd 

manipulating avai]3::Jle organizations - caste, communities, 

kingroups etc. - for allegiance. Since the masses ~e 

tied-up in different traditional solidarities such as 

caste, comounity, kingroups etc. as stock of alle~~ce 

manipulated at t be vlill of the political elites, tbe 

eliteE· hardly care s.bout them (the masses} and get busy 

serving their 01,m ends. And, there obviously ensue 

competitions among them since each wants to compete vrith 

the other in aTJproriating what is there to apPropriP..te. 

There is hardly any study on Rajasthan which seeks to 

assess and analyse the role of its political elites in its 

modernization. There are, however, a n~mber of studies 

on politics e.nd political elite wherein only bits of 

s6attered references are found about their role in tbe 

progress of the state. Modernization of the ~at~ as a 

separate issue remains either unstudied or understudied. 

Stud1es on social - background of the political elites 

are devoid of at tempts L: study their behaviour in 

reletion to developmental problems, their perception of 

these problems and possible solutions. Forms of concrete 

rel0tionships could have been explored between elite

behaviour and social - background i.Yitb · the help of 

such studies. 
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Much of study is available on party po 1 it ics in 

Rajasthan but invariably all of them Pre found over

emphasizing the congress ; Swantantra tussle over

looking t be very fact that the f'wantantra. ~ .. 1as but a 

momentary phenomenon. .i..be .Jana f'angh remains under

studied 2o is its ongoing tussle w.:ith the congress. 

Since the .Jana Sa.ngh has ffi8.jori ty of orthodox Hindus 

in its fold, has its ideology of 'Akhanda Bhara:lr!' 

and revivalism of ancient Indian culture, it is held 

as a Hindu Communal organization. No attempt bAs yet 

been made to ascertain \•rbether it is really so. All 

studies on party - politics in Rajasthan seem taking for 

granted tbe emergence and growth of 'Lok Dal' -the 

political platform of the peasantry. Reasons behind its 

emergence and growth are not analysed in any study. 

Radical politics is the worst sufferer. Agreed that 

radical politics bold nc viable place in the state 

politics uut no attempt has been mPde to explore the 

reasons object i 1·ely. 1:1any of the studies seek to give 

re2sons tbat since Rajasthan is not an ind~strialized 

and literate society it obviously lctcks indu~trial 

labour and education hence absence o: r2dical politics. 

If industrialization and education are ibe pre-~equisitr::s 

for radical politics to ~tend its influence, bow one 

expla.in; tbe pre-domin:"nce of r!ldice.l pclitics in tlie 

most unindustrialized c:~nd illiterate terrains of 

eastern u.P and Bihar. 
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All the studies on R2jstba.n politics seem proceeding 

with tbe presu~ption tb2t the state-politics is caste 

oriented (implying tbat it is caste irlbicb ma::.1.ipulc,tes 

politics) And cla.sses be.ve hardly begun playing their 

r o 1 e in :po 1 it l c s • 

The be.sic fl<tW ·\\ritb the available literatures on 

R~:jasthan is that tbe.)l seek to study the political 

elites in iscl2tLon from the 'politlcs','the political 

culture' and the 's~ci~l system' of the province. None 

of the studies seems getting to the significance of 

exploring and analysing objective forms of inter-relt?.tion-
o-vv/. J'o~ ship betvl<::'en the political elites, politic~tl li!IP~)". 

/t 
The present study, therefore, conceives to assess 

and anaylse the poli tic81 elites and their role in the 

l='rogress of the society in relation to politics.a_;ail n~ei@oitiy. 

The concept of modernization bas been studied in the 

third-vwrld context. The capitalistic e.nd tbe socialistic 

concepts of moderniz~tlon have besn analysed in the 
v, 

light of neo-colonialism that a, the querL of the 
.A 

first and the ~cond worlds to extend their economic 

interests over tbe d evelop.i..ng and tbe under-developed 

societies through propagating their socio-political 

ideologi8S in the disguise of their so - called politics 

of econor::ic - aide liioderniz8ti8n in the context of our 

society then refers to proces:es of syncronysis of 

tradition P nd elements of mode:::'ni ty. 
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Politics, "tve analysed as manipula.ting nnd consolidating 
Ui.o. ,t· i '""' 

'~ci.m~:}t 1 s..nd influencing other sub-structureres of 

tbe society o..s well who.se product 2re the -;>oli tical 

elites. So, tbe manipulative ns.ture of politics 

naturally keeps congruence ·Hith tbG n::.b1'~A and character 

of tbe politicel elites. 

Party-po 1 it i c s and t be o ~~era ll po 1 i tic a 1 cu 1 t u r e o f 

Ra.jastha.n be·,le been studied from tbe 'c&ste, class 2.nd 

comrnunl.ty' perspective. Forms of association parti-

cularly betue 'rl politics ~:>nd CAste have been explored 

and it has been concluded that it ~s basically politics 

which manipule.tes c a..ste end not caste that rna.nipulatefit. 

'Caste and class overlapping' in rel!·tion to politics 

b~s ~een identified rnd thrown li~~t upon. Diversi-

ficatlon of ill8C~o-structurel political organization 

int~ regional political p2rties has been analysed in 

the light of socio-bistorical realities. Party politics 

1Jas been 9 ssessed ?nd snalysad f!'orn the r:.e---sp.-cctive of 

'interest' sf social-gro~ps each political pertJ feeks 

to re~resent. In short, the role of tbe political elites 

in the rnodernLzation of a~jastban has been studied AS 

being sbaped and dictated by the ove.rall nature of 

Rajasthan politics and society rather than ex1sti~g 

independent of any i~fluence. 

It may ~e empbas~zed t this j~ncture ~bat the overa:l 

frewe of ~eference ~eveloped in this study is more of a 

tbeore\;ical na·Lure than empirl.ca-:. si:1ce aF per restri-

c ~:Lons the study had not to 0 e based on primary sources. 
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Tbe limitetion.s of secondLry SO'..:t:r>ces ( - ' '.-.r [J l.. c (J 0 "..1 r st,Jdy 

dep2:1.d.s on} are t::. c vre:l-k:::l.O':J::.1. \;There dependence of 

cr~cial social rerearcb on thes is concerned. 

The study prom.Lse:::: fO,, great deal of useful and 

objective results provided 'ernpricism 1 is t&ken Lelp 

of to -test s.nd validfJte tbe hY!-·otbeses. Further reseerct 

C8n be carried out vlitb tbe help of ·emprlcal tools a!l.d 

technique~ on sociel attitudes of tbe political elites, 

their personal cbarocteristic~, their perception of 

mod Errniz a.t ion, their motive t; .LOns to en te:r t:!O 1 it ic s, 

tbei:::- ideological ori-entations and ·Gbeir se:f-.images 

so crucial to tbeir role in modernization. Inter-

party. end i:~tra-pPrty elite-elite relations and tussles 

tbat way well speak of the neture of elite-behaviour 

and party-r~olitics could -~ e studied. Besides, tbe 

socio-psycbological bangups inherent Ln the upper

loi·ler level elite--elite relations hampering the 

req~isite coordinrtlon between t~a two could te 

attended to but vrlth an emprical effort. Further, 

a compPrison can 1 e attempted beh·Jee-'l Raja.sthe.n and 

a politically and economically a.dvance state \·!bere 

elite-behaviour is concerned. 
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