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Political right, see Hwnan Rights Watch, The Bidoons of Kuwait. 
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The Diwaniya was organized by Rasha al Sabah (cousin of the present Amir). See Badran, 

Feminists, Islam and Nation. 
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7 "Women Off the Shelf', Arab Times, November 4, 1991. The debates in this diwaniya have 
received wider attention by being frequently reported in the press, See for example: Lima 
Khalafawi,"lt's Time -Women Want the Vote", Arab Times, October 4, 199l.Rasha al-Sabah's 
diwaniya was held at an alternative location because her own diwaniya had been ravaged when her 
house had been taken over as an Iraqi military command site, arms depot and interrogation center. 
See Margo Badran, "Gender, Islam and the State: Kuwaiti women in Struggle, Pre-Invasion to 
Postliberation "in Islam Gender and Social Change, Ed: Haddad Yazbeck Yvonne and Esposito 
John .L (Oxford, Oxford University press, 1998).P200. 
8 The result of a survey of women al- Watan conducted on women's societies: " Women societies 
under Fire: Vital Issues Neglected",Arab Times, April23-24, 1992. 
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9 Margo Badran, "Gender, Islam and the State: Kuwaiti women in Struggle, Pre-Invasion to 
Postliberation" in Islam Gender and Social Change, Ed: Haddad Yazbeck Yvonne and Esposito 
John .L (Oxford, Oxford Univefsity press, 1998).P20L 
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2 Mary Ann Tetreault, Kuwait: Sex, Violence, and the Politics of Economic Restructuring ,Women 
and Globalization in the Arab Middle East Gender, Economy and Society, Edited by Eleanor 
Abdella Doumato ,Marsha Pripstein Posusney,Lynne Rienner Publishers, London,2003,Page229. 
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4 Maty Ann Tetreault and Haya al Mughni," Women, Citizenship and Nationalism in Kuwait" 
(Paper presented at the annual meeting of the International Studies Association, Chicago, February 
1995). 
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5 
Buthaina al-Makhawi, "The Situation of Kuwaiti Women Married to Non-Kuwaitis and to 

Stateless Individuals" ( Paper presented at the First Post- Liberation Conference on Women's Role 
in Cultural, Social and Economic Development, Kuwait, April 1994 ). 
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6 Following the liberation of Kuwait from Iraq in 1991, the government both reversed a pre-war 
preference for Arab nationals in the expatriate labor force and campaigned strongly to reduce the 
overall proportion of foreign wolk:ers in Kuwait The particular targets of the new policy were 
Palestinians (formerly the largest segment among Arab expatriate ), Iraqis and Jordanians, By the 
fall of 1992, fewer than 38,000 Palestinians remained in Kuwait out of a pre-war total estimated as 
being in excess of 350,000 .( See Mary Ann Tetreault, "Kuwait's Economic prospects", Middle East 
Executive Reports, January 1993,p.l0). Because entitlement to reside in Kuwait for other than 
Kuwaitis depends on having a job or a sponsor whose demonstrated earnings exceed a certain 
amount, job losses among the spouses of Kuwaiti women amounted to threats of imminent 
deportation for many of them.(See Mary Ann Tetreault and Haya a1 Mughni " Modernization and 
its Discontents: State and Gender in Kuwait" Middle East Journal, Volume 49, No.3, swnmer 1995 
,P.409. 
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7 Mary Ann Tetreault and Haya al Mughni " Modernization and its Discontents: State and Gender 
in Kuwait" Middle East Journal, Volume 49, No.3, summer 1995 , P.408. 
8 The figure of 47.1 percent of a total population of 467,339 persons is given in the last report 
prepared by the Central Statistical Office of the Kuwait Ministry of planning, prior to the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait in August 1990. It appears in Table 11 of the Annual Statistical abstract, 1989, 
on p.27. These figures correspond to those given in earlier editions of the Statistical Abstract, in the 
first post -invasion statistical summacy from this same source, the Annual Statistical Abstract, 1992, 
the percentage of Kuwaitis in the population in 1%5 is reported as 36.1 percent of 467,339(Table 
11,p.27) . A note ·on p.26 Of 1992 Vl)lume says, "It is worth mentioning that figures of Kuwaitis in 
this chapter do not include non-stated nationalities". That means that Bidun (Stateless Persons) 
were counted as par of the Kuwaiti total in pro-invasion statistical compilations, but since then 
appear as part of the non-Kuwaiti population. We cite pre-invasion statistics when we refer to pre
invasion perception and understandings of this issue. 
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9 Mary Ann Tetreault and Haya al Mughni "Modernization and its Discontents: State and Gender 
in Kuwait" Middle East Journal, Volume 49, No.3, summer 1995, P.409. 
v Tetreault, The Kuwait Petroleum Corporation,P.l72. 

11 
The history of these organizations is discussed in detail in AI-Mughni, Women in Kuwait 
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12 Tetreault, "Civil Society in Kuwait". 
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