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CHAPIER I
INTRODUCTION

- The geographerts a;;cient concern with mapping
the physical environment hes been transformed in recent
times into the study of the geographical aSpectsv of the

-economy; A more recent development has been the focusing
of scholarly a:ttez_ztion on the geographical pétteming of
social phenomena.1 Sopher points out that the geographical
approach is particularly appropriate to the study of
Indian ‘gpciety, given the strong regional variations in
soclal and cuimal patterns in the countrye However,

due to a dearth of maps showing such variations, 1t is
very often not possible to interpret sociological and
anthio;;ological insights in terms of similarities and

difrerences between regions.®

The social anthropological tradition of intensive
fieldwork, by its very nature, does not permit a regional

Te Richard LeMorrill and Forest RePitts, "Marriage,
Migration and the Mean Information Field : A
- 8tudy of Uniqueness and Generality® in Panl Ward
English and Robert Ce Mayfield { edse}y Man,
Space and Environment ¢ Concepts in Contemn

uman Geographye London, » iversity Press,
972), 903590

2e¢ David Ee Sopher, "Introduction” in David Ee Sopher,
edey, An Exploration of India g Geographical Pers-
g_e_gtives'on Soclety and Cul ture (London, Longman,
G80) s De27e ' . '
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viewe The geographical perspective, on the other hand,
is predisposed to a shallow survey rather than the |
deeply incisive probe of the social anthropologist.
However, while the geographical approach is, in a sense,
shallow, it is nevertheless spread over a much wider
area, and regional variations studied by the geographer
may lead to the discovery of relationships which may not
be visible to the social anthrOpoldgisto

There is thus a case for the interpenetration
of the social anthropological and geographical approachese
The ideal for such an interdisciplinary approach is
elucidated by Schwatzberg, who recommends an initial
census type survey and preliminary model bullding,
followed by field research, the design of which would
partly be based on the census data.1 Such an approach,
by integrating case study insights with patterns of
regional Var.:tations would, on the one hand, lessen the
“uﬁiqueness’*’ problem of the c¢ase study and on the other
hand lessen the 'ecological fallacy! of the geographical
approach ( which involves specious inferences fmm patterns

. of regional variations)s

1e Joseph EeSchwatzberg, *A Strategy for South
Asian Reglonal Research® in Robert I Crane,
edey, Regions and Regionalism in South Asian
Studies &= An Exploratory study (Duke University
Program in Comparitive Studies on Scuthern
Asia, monograph NoeS5, 1967), pp 232«57.




| _ The interests of secielogists and anthropologists,

" 1ike those of geographers, have algo been changing in

recent timese A vast body of traditional soeial anthroe

- pological literature on rural India during the past few
decades has focused on the village as the unit of analy~
sige Within the boundaries of the village systemic

links between caste, réligion. politics, the economy etce,

were studiede’ However, there has been a growing sceptie

. cism about the utility of the villége as a unit of analysis,

given the wide ranging links that the village has with

the outside.worlde It was felt that the village was not

- the socilal isolate that it was made out to bee

For example, Opler lists the myriad links which
constitute extensive networks of inter village relationse
These links are created by trade, religion, politics,
and marriag e.z

This study is concerned specifically with inter
village ties created by marriage in rural Maharashtrae
| The analysis is undertaken at the district level, and the
proportions of married women who have married village
exog amauély, are estimateds A similar study for the

1e Bharat L Bhatt, "India and Indian Regionss A
. Critical Overview" in David Ee Sopher, ede, AD
ation of Indias Geographical Perspectivesg

on Society and Cul ture (london, lLongman, 1980) Pedde

2e Morris EcOpler. "The thensions of an Indian
Village," , Of Sy VOIOVI,N0.1.
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" whole of India, using 1961 census migration data, was
‘undertaken by Libbee.“ - This study uses an improved
version of the methodology employed by hime

Ie1

Lewis is particularly impressed by the multipli-
city of inter village ties created by marriagee® Given
the rule of patrilocal residence, a bride migrates to
her husband's household, and when the husbandts. femily
and the wvife's family do xiot live in the same village,
the bride mig rates to the husband's villagee Lewls notes
that in the village Rampur (about 15 miles West of Delhl),
266 married women came from about 200 villages which
Wwere, on the average, betw@en 12 and 24 miles awaye Also,
over 220 girls from Rampur married out into about 200
villagese Thus, a small village of about 150 households
vas linked by marriage to about 400 villagese? In the

1e Michael Je Libbee, "Territorial Endogamy and
the Spatial Structure of Marriage in Bural
India," in David Ee Sopher, edm; A ¢

of India 3 Geographical Perspecti

and ggtg_r_e. {
( New York, Ra %m :

Se ibid, p 161«

N
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village Kishen Garhi studied by Mce Kim Marriott, the
villagers recognize marriage ties with 300 villages on

all sidese' Lewis contrasts such a situation with the
situation iﬁ a Mexican vlllages Tepoztlan, which he studied
as an ’anthmpélogist; In Tepoztlan, over 90% of |
the marriages take place}within the village, and there 1is

a far greater sense of village solidarity than there is

2

in Rampuras® This contrast leads Lewis to talk of the

nrursl cosmopolitanism® of the Indian villageeS.

Lewis's comparative studies lead him to conclude
that local exogamy should be a crucial variable in models
of folk soclety and peasant seciety.4 'The degree of
village exogamy, he points out, is a eritical variable
in determining whether the world view 'of the community
concerned 1s ®inward looking® or "outward looking®ed
The greater the degree of village exogamys the greater

wduld be the sensitivity of villagers to the happenings
" in the wider soclety, and this could have' important
implications for the study of political bshaviours

1e Mee Kim Marriott, Social Structure and Change in

(Botay s AbLa PUDLLehing Houses 1008 pp THToTIoS
2e Oscar Lewls, ope Cite, pp 318~10s
3e ibid, pp 161<2. | |
4e  ibid, pp 161~2s

Se ibid, pp 325
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Rowe analyzes physiecal movemgnts of the Noniya
caste in a village called Senapur ing;;:’orth India and
finds that out of 123 inter village v{sits, about 864
were to or from the households of marital relationse?
Mahar finds that 877 of all visits by the Chamars of
his village were of a kinship naturebz_ Rowe further em~
phasizes the importance of the marriage network by illus-
” t2ating how it is imbued with social, religious, economic
and political significances He also points out that
the marriage network 1is simultaneous_ly a communication
networke A visit to a bazar town, for example, involves
stoppages en route where marital kin are to be founde
Gifts are exchanged and caste and political matters are

discussed.’a

The avallable evidence thus seems %Yo suggest that
the marriage network in rural India is an important per~ -

sonal contact networke

Ie2  The Mean Informstion Field and the
Diffusion of Information.

To show the relevance of marriage

1e William Rowe, "The Marriage Network and Structural
+ Change in a North Indian Area, "Southwestern

Journal of Anthropology Vole VI, pp 301-7+

2e James MeMahar, “"Extra Village Visits and Delinea-
tion of Unit Boundaries," (Paper presented at the
annual meeting of the Amer can Anthropological
Association, 1959) e

Se William Rowey loce cite, pe 303



networks in communication or diffusion studies, the con-

cept.of the Mean Ini‘drmat.icn Field is summarised heres

Hagerstrand states that in the diffusion of infor-
mation, expansion takes place in a manner which suggests
that an innovation is more likely to occur in the vicinity

of existing adoptionse In other words there is a distance
decay in the diffusion of informatione Thus, the saturation
stage_ in the acceptance of an innovation may be reached in
the central area of dispersal, while in the peripheral
areas the degree of absorption is still lowe Hagerstand
‘ealls this the "Neighbourhood Effecten’ He interprets

the ®"Neighbourhood Effect” as being indicative of the
importance of circles of acquaintenceship amd friendship in
the spread of information and infiuencee He states that
the Neighbourhood Effect is not surprising in farming popu-
lations, but expresses surprise that it "seems also to hold
true for population grbups which are fully qualified to |
react on written information alone 2 Tne spatial loca-
ticn of family, friends and a.ssociates is thus an important

dimension in information diffusions

Hagerstrand calls the average pattern of inter

1e Torsten Hagerstrand, "Aspects of the Spatial Structure
of Social Commmication and thé Diffusion of Infore
matione” in Paul Ward English and Robert ¢ Mayfield,
edses Man, Space and Environment: Concepts in
Ccntem erory Human Geogra ( Londong Oxford Univer~
"Press), pe 480e

26 1bide, pe380°
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personal contact (based on the contact freqﬁencies of
several individuals) the Mean Information Field;1 The
greater ﬁhe geographical spread of the Mean Information'
Field, the greater would be the Neighbourhood.Effect\and
consequently, the greater would be the potentiél for diffu-
sione The direct measurement of the probabilities of
contact being difficult, many researchers took to employing
surrogate data for the Mean Information Fieldc  Examples |
of surrogate data used are: Counts of telephone calls, fre-
quency of marketing trips, migration data, and marriage
distancese> ' |

Mayfieldts study of regional variations in marriage
distances in India was regarded by him as being a contri-
bution to a larger investigation of 1nnovation diffusion
in 1nd1an{§gr1cu1turec"3 A study by Pitts of marriage
distances in Japan leads him to believe that marriasge dist-
ance is of value in the simulation of innovation diffusion

in Japanese agrieﬁlture.4 However, marriage distance as

e Robert C Mayfield and Lakshman S Yapa, "Information

Fields in Rural Mysoree", Economic Geography Vole
XVy p 385

2' . MO, p 314

3e - Robert ¢ Mayfield, "The Spatial Structure of a

Selected Interpersonal Contact: A Regional Comparison
of Marriage Distances in India", in Robert C
Mayfield and Paul Ward English, edse, Man, Space

and Environments Concepts in Contemerory Human
Geography, (New Yorks Oxford University Press,

972) 9 D 385

4de Forest R Pitts, vComputer Simulation of Diffusion in
‘ the Japanese Rural Economy", (Paper presented at the
Northwest Anthropological Conference, Unive of
Oregon, 1962) e
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a surrogate of the Mean Infbrmatidn,?ield suffers_frbm
the drawback that unlike the 1év¢l of ¥illage Exogamy,
it does not indicate the relative strength of inter village

marriage networkse

I3

Maharashtra is one of the states for which 1971
census migration data is availablee This was the sole
consideration which prompted the choice of Maharashtra

as an area of studye

Te4 Igg_ggta _Base

This study is based on *Place of birth migrationt
data, according to which'a person is identified as a migrant
if he/she is enumerated in a place other than his/her
place of birthe The #place of last residencet migra-
tion data is not suitable for this study since the
_fplace of laét residenée' is defined as the place where the
person normally resides, irrespective of his/her place
of birthe! Thusy a female marriagevmigrant would be | _
considered to be normally residing in her husbands parental
home if she is enumerated there, and hence would not be

considered to be a migrante

Until 1961, the place of birth data of the

Indian census differentiated only those born within a

1e Census of Tndia, 1971, Part IT D(il), pe7



district from those Eom outside the districte In 1961.,'
however, rural places of enumeration e¢dlled *revenue |
villages* Were identified and the pre 1961 category 'born
within the district! was bifurcated into *born in the place
 of énumeration' and 'born elsewhere within the districtte
xn the 1971 census, further information was provided on
inter~district out-mgrationoz These data have been uti-
lised int@dissertation to measure marriage migratione
The methodology for the use of these dats have been

given in Chapter IIe It would be germanes however, to

examine here some 0f the assumptions involveds

1.5 Assumptions Underlying the Use of i_sﬁrict,Leir 1
Census *Place of Birth! pata |

(1 = The *revenue villages' identified for Census
purposes are not glways confined to single agglgmerations,
but it is assumed that revenue villages are social units

within which distance 1s not significante

(1i) 1t is assumed that patrilocal residence is uni-
versal or at least ﬁidespreadp { This means that the bride has
to migrate to her husbands household, and it is precisely

this factor which makes female mazfriage{gngration an indi-
cator of the degree of inter-village maﬁtal ties)e This

is a plausible assumption since there is reason t believe

1e Census of Indla, 1971, Part II D(i), Table
DI, Appendix IXe
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that the rule of partilocal or virilocal residence is wide-
spread throughout Indlae The northern cultural gone domarcated
by Karve lies between vthe Himalayas to the north and the _
Vindhya ranges to the gouth" ' end includes the following Indian
statess Punjab Kashmir, UsPe, Blhar, Bengals Assam and parts
of Hadhya Pradesh.z In this zone, kinship organization is
patrilineal and pa&rilocalcs In the cmtral %one {Comp=

rising Rajasthan, part of Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Maha-
raghtra and Orissa) the kinship organisation of the northern
zone is followed with the difference that in some places
crosg~cousin marriagesy iece marriages between the siblings

of brothers and &is ters, is permitteds® In Maharashtra
specifically, the fawy i8 universally patrilineal and
patrilecalas The ébuthem region comprises Rarnataka, Kerala,
Andhra Pradesh, Tamilnad, and 18 & region extending "from

the forests of the lower reaches of the Godavari river
through Bastar and té’vastem Orissa into southern Bihare®
The patrilinesl and patrilocal family is the dowinant

1s Iravati Karve, %@@W,
{ Bombay, Asia Publis ouses 1008)s pPsidde

6

Qe ibid, pe 104
Se ibid, pe 104
4s ibid, pel65e
Se ibid, pei83
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type for the majority of castes and communities in this
zone, but some sections of the population are matrilineal
and matrilocal notably the Nayar, Tiyan, some sections of
the Mohammedan Meopla of Malabar, and the Bant of Kanara
districte’ Gough, in her study of a village in the
‘Tanjore district of Tamil Nadu feels that among the
castes lowest in the hierarchy, matrilocal residence was
permitted to a high degree, so that a man could migrate
from his natél village to an affinal village vhere more
work was availables® Some corroboration for this view

is provided by Karve who states *"though Tamil Nadu is
predominantly patrilir}eal and patrilocal, there are
communities in the southern parts who are partly matrilineal
~ and partly patrilineale One such community are the

Kallars of Tanjore and Madura districtse"® She says that
this phenomenon may be due to acculturation from Kerala,
but points out that it may also be indicative of a wider
spread of matrilineal institutions \.?)1 the Dravidian Southe?
Among the tribal population, Mandelbaum notes, agnatic

1e ibide, pe212
2e Kathleen E Gough, "Caste in a Tanjore Village",
in E.R.Leach,ede, Aspects of Caste in South
ndia, Ceylon and Northwest Pakistan (Cambridge,
Cambridge Hniversi%ﬂﬁ':}' Pressy 1060y, p 46s
3e Irawati Karve, Opegite, pe308 |

4e ibides, pe308
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ties are fundamental and offinal bonds are accorded

- 2 _
a secondary status.140$§«would expect this to be indicative
of patrilinéal and patrilocal family structures

Given the avallable evidence,it seems reasonable
to conclude that throughout most of India the family is
patrilineal and patrilocale

(ii1) It is assumed that the greater the number of women
marrying out of their villages, the greater would be ths
geographical spread of marriage networks, provided certain
conditions are satisfiedes These conditions may be 111u~
strated by the following examples-

Region A has four villages,- namely Cs Dy E and F'
‘The total number cf’outmarrying women from village C is 4,
out of vhich 2 go to village D, and one each to villages
E and Fe Region B also has 4 villages namely P, Q, R and
S and the total number of outmigrating women from village P
is 5, out of vwhich two go to village Q4 two go to villageR
and one goés to village Se The number of outmigrating
brides from village P is greatér than the number of out=-
migrating brides from ¥illage C3 but it would be wrong to
conclude that village P*s marriage network has a greater geo~ |
graphical spread than that of village Ce The geographical
spread of both networks spans three villages eache

1e David GeMandelbaum, Society in India (Bombay,
Popular Prakashan, 1969) p 576e
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When one deals village level data at the aggregate
level, a different problem arisese Consider the case of
two regions A and B each of which contains numerous
villagess The total number of outmigrating brides in
each region is Xe It is assumed that no two brides from
any one village migrate to the same villages In such a
situation, the groblem of comparibility arises due to the
possibility of reciprocal exchange of brides between
villageses If the number of reciprocal exchanges in region
A is greater than that of region B, then, since the total
nﬁmber of outmigrating brides is the samegn%é;would have
to conélﬁde that average geographical spread of the marriage
network in region B is greater than that of rsogion Ae

The first phenomenon, leee the one arising from

‘more than one bride from a particular village migrating to
the same village, may be called the 'répititive ties synd-
rome*, and the second phenomenon, lsee that of recip:bcal
exchanges, may be called the ?'reciprocal exchange syndicme?e
There is reason to believe that the prevalence of either
of these phenomena is not likely to be of serious pro=
portions in most ofigcrth Indiae Consider first the
reciprocal exchange syndromee Due to the prevalence of
village hypergamy, this syndrome is not likely to be wide-
spreades The principle of village hypefgamy is that
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the family and village to which one gives a .

daughter thereby becomes “respected" or "hight;

the family and village from which one takes a

wife thereby becomes "lowvs To a family stand-

ing on the high relationship one gives gifts,

deference and ceremonial servicej from a family

standing in a low relationships one demands

these thingse? |

Since the stipulated behaviour towardsthigh®
and "low" groups is contradictory, *an exchange of a
sister for a wife, or any other reversal of the direction
of marriage is unthinkahle-"g With regard to the repiti-
tive ties syndrome; Lewls observes that among the marriage
rules of the village Rampura near Delhi is the rule that
any village in which onets own clan is well represented
must be avoided; further, one should avoid marital alliances
with villages in which the other clans of one's own

village are well representede”

Another taboo associated with the marriage net=
work which raises problems of comparibility,is the taboo
on marrying into contiguous villagese Rowe notes that the
Sengpur Noniyas do not have any ¢ontact with surrounding
villageséu This tends to create "a circle of inclusion,®

1. MceKim Marriott, 1loc gite, peii2

2e ibid,
3¢ - Oscar Lewis, Op cite, p 303

S———

bde William Rowe, loce clte, pe303
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o
iece "an grea directly surrounding and including a woman®s
village which 1is excluded as a potential source area
for spouses"o1 Thus, a "crater effect" in the distribution

of marriages around a women's village 18 createdeZ

- In most of f,outh India one does not find evidence
of such taboos, or at least exlsting evidence does not
point to their prevalencee Thus region N 4in north India
and region § in South India mey have identical exogamy
levels,' but the marriage network in region N would tend
to have a far wider geographical spread than the marriage
‘network in region Se In Maharashtra,since there is a
considerabhle mixing of northern and southern kinship
traits.s' the question arises of the comparibility of exo~
gamy levels in the statee One is constrained by the
limitations of data to assume that the repititive ties
syndrome, the reclprocal ties syndrome and the erater
effect do not vitiate an interpretation of regional varia-
tions in village exogamy in the states

1 Michael Jelibbee, *Territorial Endoganw and the
‘8Spatial Structurée of Marriage in Rural India" in
ﬁavid E-Sopher, edey An E3 1oration of ndia ‘

hical P e ety i

2e ibides p 67+
e Irawati Karve, Opecite, p 175
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166 Plan of the Chapters

The plan of the chapters is as followss Chapter II
gives.the methsdplogiéal aspects of the study'and pre-
sents computed exogamy rateéu Alsoy the data inadequa=
cies and model deficiencies are pointed out, and the nature
of the likely errors arising as a consequence are discusseds
Chapter III explores the social, economicy and political
dimensions of village exogamy and presents a soclol géographic
explanatioh‘of~the-district level variations in the exogamy
rates in Maharashirae Chapter 1V glves the summary and
conclusions of this study, and indicates future lines of

researchs



Be

In this chapter, the methodology used toz estimate
exogamy rates is delineated, and the assumptions underlying
its use are discusseds This chapter also dis;:nsses the
nature of some de.ta inadequacies. and pinpoints some errors
of Libbeets models

II«1  Methodology

| The village exogamy rate {EA) for the purpose of
- this study is defined as follows:

EA = ¥FF

where X = inter~village female marriage migration
and y = the number of intra~village marriagese

The village endogamy rate (ER) can be represented by the
ratio
a9 . y
ER = et 27y

Where x and y are as defined aboves Theréfore,. EA + ER = 1

Village exogamy rates cannot be calculated in a
straight forward manner, due to the non*availabiiity of
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data which corresponds exactly to the terms x and y abovee
- The present study is based on f}ensus data which provide
the most detalled information on migration at the district
- levele These have to be modified in a variety of ways
to make them represent the reality of the ratio _x
| R ¥y

- to the extent possibles

The census of India provides information on the
number of females born in the place of enumerations' This
infamation may be denoted by the term FBPEe It is a rough
indicator or y as defined abovees The endogamy ratio, or
ER, can therefore be represented/) as

L
ER = _FBPE
“FBPE ¥ X

Since the exogamy ratgi is equal to 1 minus the endogamy
ratioy the above can be rewritten as followss

EA = 1 = FBPE_
FBPE *+ x

The term FBPE has to be corrected in order to make
it more representative of ye The first of these corrections
arises from the fact that FBPE does not distinguish

1e Census of India, 1971, Part IIeD(i), Table D~-1is
rpPopulation classified by place of birthe"
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between married and unmarried womene The_proportion of
married women in the entire female rural population can

be estimated from census datae This proportion may

be called re If it is assumed that r roughly corresponds
to the proportion of mérried women among the FBPE women, then
in order to éscertain the number of mérried women among

the FBPE women, ﬁe would have to multipiy FBPE by re The
formula for the Exogamy ratio would then'beccmex

EA = 1 = FBPE X 1
' (FBPEXx 1) + x

The assumption that »r corrésponds roughly 0
the proportion of married women among the FBPE women may be
called the correspondence assumptione In order to specify
the precise nature of this assumption it would be necessary

to specify the component elements of re This 1s done
below:

a+ b
c +d

where a = married rural féemale non migrant population
b = married rural female migrant pOpulation

¢ = rural female non migrant population |
d

= rural female migrant population

The correspondence assumption implies thab-fhe
inclusion of elements b and 4 above would yleld such

values of r which would not differ drastically from
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those values which would be obtained if elements b and d
were excludeds Since the marriage rate is 1likely to be
higher among migrants than among non migrants, the correspon-
dence assumption would involve the use of an inflated
rate to ascertain the number of married FBPE womene Thus,
(FBPE x r) would be a higher figure than it s:ﬁould bee
TI}e correspondece assumptibn is, nevertheless, used, since
| it facilitates some improvement of the FBPE figure to make

it rephesent y to a greater degreee
o )

B The second adjustment of the FBPE figures arlses
"'ff.'z_'om the effects of child marriasges In rural India the
initial marriage ceremony (called shadl) is followed by

a second ceremony called gauna at which time cohabitation

" beginse Given the universd ity of the pateilineal and
patrilocal family structure throughout India, the gauna
ceremony involves the migration of the bride from the

" home of her parents to the home of her hﬁsband's paients.
Since the gauna ceremony is not generally held bef‘cre the
bride has attained 15 years of ages all child brides
(those who are below 15 years of age) would be recorded
by the de~facto census enumeration system as being married
and born in the place of enumeratibno Some of these child
brides, however, may migrate out of their natal villgges
at the time of gaunae Iibbee suggests that child ’c;i"ides,
like unmarried women, shonld be excluded altogether from
the analysise 1In other words, child brides should bg STI>
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considered to be effectively unwede

In order to exclude child brides from the
analysisy, it is assumed that there 1s a rough correspondence
‘between the prgportion of married women who are above
15 years of age in the entire population and the proportion
of such women in the FBPE. p0pu1ationc The proportion
of women in the entire rural populétion who are married
and above fifteen years of age can be estimated from eensus
datae This proportion may be called rce In order to
modify FBPE to méke it reflect only married women above 15
years of age, it would have to be umltipl:l.ed by rce The
exogamy ratio would now become

pA=1 EBPE X ro

(FEPE x re) + X

~ The third adjustment of the 73‘5333_%;;_’5 figures arises
due to the phenomena of t*first delivery migrationte This
refers to the widespread phenomenon of temporary migration
of pregnant women to the homes of thelir parents for the
births of their fifst childe In Maharéshtra this phenomenon
is widely prevalents It is considered to be a matter of
great shame for a girl and her family if she has no |
parental home to go to for her first deliveryy and this
misfortune, in fact, forms the theme of many a folk tale.2

Te Michael Je Libbee, loc _cite pp 73+4

2e Irawatl Karve, ope cite p 183.
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For the purposes of this mdél; hyoung jbrides“
(ieee those who migrate to their parental homes for first
delivery) are considered to be between 15 and 24 year% olde
The actusl number of married rural women sged 15 to 2
years can be ascertained from census datas This information
may be denoted by the term NRMS. The number of NRMS women
who have migrated out of théir natal villages can be ascertain=
ed by multiplying NRMS by the exogamy rate EAe The justi~
fication for this is that the NRMS population whiéh has
migrated out for marrisge is a component of X and features

both in the numerator and denomerator of the exogamy ratio

P ¢ Therefore, the exogamy (rate~for the population
zs*aywhole would reflect to some degree the exogamy rate ‘among)
the NRMS populatione It 1s gssumed that the degree of |
correspondence justifies such an operatione The p rogortion_ of
(NRMS x EA) women vwho are first delivery migrants at any point
of time may be indicated by the term RMXe Thus the.pumber of
first delivery migrants at the time of the census would be .
indicated by (FA X NRMS x RMX)e These women would be identie
fied by the census as being enumerated in the place of birthe
For the purpose of this study, however, they cannot be considered
as suche Therefore, (EA X NRMS x RMX) should be subtr_é;eted fronm
(FE@xrc)_/ and added to xe The exogamy ratio would now becomes

s
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The equation'_”c:an be solved by an iteration
processe This involves substituting likely values of
EA on the right hand side of the equatione The values
of EA thus obtained are resubstituted on the right hand
side of the equation and the process is continued until
the difference between two successive EA values is
very smalle The problem, however lies in estimating the
parameter RMXe Libbee suggests a figure of ()..15'l and
this has been used in this s tudye

The fourth adjustment of the (FBPE figures arises
due to the return migration of female marriage migrants who
are widowed, divorced or seperatedes Such women would
‘be identified as being born in the place of enumeratione

They camot, however be considered to be non migrants; '

- The number of rural women who are widdwed, divorced
or =eperated can be ascertained from the censuse This
number may be indicated by NWDSs An estimate of the number
of NWDS women who have migrated out of their villages for
marriage can be ascertained by multiplying NWDS by EAs The
proportion of (NWDS x EA) women who return to their parental
villages may be denoted by the term WDXe The actual
number of (NWDS x EA) women who return to their parental
villages may therefore be indicated by (NWDS x EA X WDS)e
This has to be subtracted from (FPBE x RC), and added to Xe

1e Michael Je libbee, loce cit pe 760

W
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The formula for the exogamy ratio therefore becomes

The value of the parameter WDX is set at 0405, in accordance
with Libbeets stipulatione’

So far, the adjustments of the FBPE data in order
to make it more representative of y, have been consideredes
The census data which would correspond to x, i-e."thé
nature of the migration data, is now considerede The term
X consists of the following three components: (i) intra=-
district inter-village migration (1i} Intra-state inter-
distriet rural to rural migration out of the district
(i11) inter state rural to rural migration out of the districte
As far as items (i) and (il) are concerned there is no
problem. Information aboutvthe magnitude of these streams
can be obtained directly from the census e Item'(iiiy how~

ever cannot be obtained directly from census tablese

- For the purpose of this study only migration
streams (1) andf(ii§ are taken into accounte Migration
stream (1ii) 1s not considered due to lack of data, but

1e Michael J Libbee, loc cite pe76e
2o Table DI : tPopulation classified by place of birth?,

and Table DI Appendix II ¢ *Persons born in the
district but emumerated in other districts of
the statet (census of India, 1971, Part II D (i)}
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an attempt is made 'to account for it when the rates are
grouped into classese The error ari.sing from the ommission
of migration stream (iii) is not likd y to be very large,
and the probable magnitude of this error is estimated
later in this chaptere For the moment, how the migration
- streams (i) and (ii) can be incorporated into the formula
- for the estimation of exogamy rates, is explained. The
streams (1) + (1i) are indicated by the term FMe

The number of married rural to rural female mig-
rants above 15 years of age whose parental home; are within
the district plus the number of married rural non migrants
above 15 years of age would approximate to the term (x + y)e
In order to obtain this value, the number (FBPE + FM) would
have to be multiplied by the proportion of such women who
are:xx;é.r‘ried and above 15 years of agee This propértion may
be called Pe A rough indication of P provided by rc, the
components of which are as defined earliers Items b and d
each consists of two components s (1) intra district rural
to rural migration, and (2) inter district nﬂ.gré.tion into
the districts The inter district migration stream consists
of two componentsj (1) urban to rural migration into the
district and (ii) the rural to rural migration stream into
the districte The use of the corraspcndence assumption
with respect to\ the (FBPE + FM) population implies that

the inclusion of the urban to rural migration stream
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(items (b 2(1i) and d2( 1)) and the substitution of the

rural to rural immigration strég.m (items b2(1i) and d42(11)),
inste;d of the rural to rural oputmigration stream, would
not result in values of rc which are drastically different
from the corresponding values of Pe Implicit In this state-
ment is the assumption that the marriage rates among ine
;migrants does not<iréstically differ from the correspond~

ing rates among outmigrantse

The formula for the caleculation of exogamy rates

therefore becomess

EA = 1= ¢

As mentioned earlier the values of (FBPE x re)

are likely to be overestimatese This means that the values

of EA would be lower than they should bee However, the
raccompanying phenomenon® and the “birth'migration"vphenomenon
discussed later in this chapter would tend to inflate

exogamy rates above thelr normal levelse There is thus

some €ancelling out involvede

Using this formula, the rates for the different
districts of Maharashtra are calculateds These rates are
multiplied by 100 to obtain percentagese 1In order to start
the iteration process, approximate values of EA were obtained
by using the formula |

EA = ___FY .
FBPE + FM
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where the terms FM and FBPE are as defined abovee

These approximate values are called EA (crude) valuese
The values obtained after the Gtepati on.. Drocess may be
called the_EA (6‘1‘) valuess The differences between

the EA (crude) and the EA (01) values would indicate

the degree to whieh the EA crude rates have increased
consequent uiaon the adjustments made to account for first
delivery phenomenon, and the return migration of widowss
The EA (crude) values, the EA (01) values, and the
differences b;t.ween them are presented in Table ITsls

The EA _ (0y) . Values are grouped into the following -
classes: 35 to 40, 41 to 45, 46 to 50, and 51 to &5e The
results are shown :Ln Map IIIele
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able ITe1

Districtwise EA (crucie} and EA(01) rates, Hwarashtra, 1971

DIStrict Distrlct EAIGrudﬁﬁ EA(01) 57 cefi
2. Thana 33,00 34460 ,he;o
3«  Kolaba 3668 38429 1416
4e  Ratnagiri  40e83 42438 1455
5 Kasik 50e54 = 52404 2440
6o phulie 40457 42430 1,82
7e Falgaon 48444 50074 2430
8 Ahmednagar 46415 42646 2431
O ~ poona 44476 46485 2400
10 Satara 51408 5357 2449
11e  Sangll 46486 4921 2436
120 ©  Sholapur 4202 45023 2421
13s - Kolhapur 38453 40434 1481
14e  Aurangabad 50455 53402 2447
15«  Parbhani 47406 40432 2426
16s  Buir 44441 46433 1402
17  Nanded 4deat 46467 2426
18s  Osmanabad 4047 4277 207
19. Buldana - 80«23 52261 2438
20 Akola 45404 4717 . 2e12
21 Anravati 4-5:0‘7 - 4704 1497
22 Yeotmal 47454 49469 2015
23¢  Wardna 48400 50403 2403
24¢  Nagpur 46464 48485 2421
25+  Bhandara  46e12 48425 2413

96e  Chandrapur  46+36 48462 2426



IIe2 stimation of Inter State Migration and the

Approximate Magnitudes of Srror in the Exopamy
Rates due to Use of Incomplete Migration Dat

It is assumed that inter-state migration is a sig-
nifican‘t factor only in the case of those districts which
are on the state boundarys This impliss that rural to
rural female migration from the border districts of
‘Maharashtra int.o the neighbouring districts in neighbouring
states accounts for practically all the rural to rural
female migration into those states from Maharashtras The
states contiguous to Maharashtra are: Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and Kamatakae In addition, the
union territory of Dadra and Nagar Haveli borders Thana,
and Goa bérders Ratnagiris Information is availgble on
the magnitude of '‘female rural to rural migration from
Maharashtra iﬁto the union territories of Dadra and Nagar
Haveli and Goa, and the border districts of Gujarat and
Andhra Pradeshe In the case of HMadhya Pradesh, the tables
have not yet been printed, and in the case of Karnatakas
the tables are notl presently avaiiablecc Henca,‘ the necessary
data in the case of Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka could not
be obtaineds When more than one district of Maharashtra
borders a district of a neighbouring state, as in the case
of the Dangs (Map IIe1) a problem is encountered which is
illustrated by the following examplee
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Map Noe I1Je1
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Both Nasik and Dhulia share a common boundary with
the Dangse If it 1s assumed that all female rural to rural
migration from Maharashtra into the Dangs come from Nasik and
Dhulia only, the problém_arises of estimating the proportions
of the female rural to rural migration from Nasik and Dhulia
respectivelye In order to rohghly ascertain these proportions
an assimption, which may be called the boundary assumption,1
is usede The length of the boundary which the Dangs has in
common with Maharashtra, (which may be called W, consists
of two componentss (i) the length of the boundary in common
with Dhulia (which may be called p) and (ii) the length
of the boundary in common with Nasik ( which may be called

" g)e If fm is the magnitude of the female rural to rural

migration from Maharashtra to the Dangs, then the number

x fme Like=

wise, the number coming from Nasik is equal to 4 _ o,
| W

coming'from phulia is estimated to be equal to p
W

A set of exogamy rates for selected border districts of
Maharashtra is now ascertained taking into account the
following components of female rural to rural migration(

(1) intra-district migration (ii) intra state inter~-district
out migration and (iii) inter district migration to neélghbouring
sates, iece migration from each district of Maharashtra to
other districts in neighbouring states (which estimated by

the above mentioned method)e These rates are called the

EA02) ratese The differences between the EA(02) and the EA
(01) rates will indicate the degree to which the‘EA (01)

Te I am indebted to Dre M.K.Premi for this assumptione
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' rates are underestimatese The comparison is shown in
Table Ile2e |

Iable = ITe2

District wise EA (02) and EA (01) rates, Maharashtra,1971.

District  District EA(02) EA(O1) EA(02) minus

Code EA(01)
2 Thena 34492 34460 0432
4 Ratnagiri 42472 42438 0034
5 Nasik 5330 5294 036
6  Dhulta 44463 42439 224
17 Nanded 48481 4667 2414
22 Yeotmal 49493 49469 024
26 ' Chandrapur 49646 48462 084

These differences give us some idea of the

| magnitude of the error arising out of the omission of inter
state migration datas In the case of Dhulia and Nanded, the
boundary which is in common with the state boundary accounts
for substantial proportions of the total boundaries of these
_dzstrlcts and this could be the reason why the EA ( boundary)

estimates in these districts are ao much higher than in
other districtse
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In the case of Thana, Yeotmal Ratnagiri and Nasik,
the boundaryéstﬁ.maﬁes account for 100% of the leng ths
of boundaries that these districts have in common with
the state boundarye In the case of Nanded, about 98%
of common boundary has been accounted fore 1In the case
* of Chandrapur and Dhulis, however, substantial portions
.Of common boundary are not accounted for, and therefore the
rates could be higher than those arrived at using the
boundary estimateses.

It could be argued that the *boundary assumptiont
1s not valid, since a Variety of factors other than the
length of a common boundary cguld influence inter 'statg
migratione For example; differences in religi.on and language,
_or the presence of a river or a mountain range, can be
factors which inhibit inter state migrations Thus, the
boundary estimates could be higher or lower than they
sﬁould bes

Another approagh to the problem which the
boundary assumption tries to solve is illustrated by the
following examples Dhulia is surrounded by 'ahé following
districts in neighbouring Statese The Dangs, Surat, Bharuch,
vVadodara, Jabuay Dhar and Khargonee Out of\ these,
the Dangs ar{d Khargcné share a common boundary w‘ith'more
than one district of Maharashtrae In the case of the
Dangs, the districts are: Dhulia and I»Ias‘ikc In the case
of Khargone, the districts are Dhulla and d‘al;ga@ns If 4t is
assumed that gll the rural to rural female migrants



from Maharashtra to the Dangs, and to Khargone, come from
Dhul._ta, then a maximum estimate of inter stat.é migration from
Dhﬁiia can be obtaineds If it is assumed that there is no
migration from Dhulis to the Dangs or to Kharagone, then a
minimum estimate of inter state migration from Dhulia can

be obtainede

Ivo EA rates can nov be ascertained for Dhuliae
Both take into account intra district rural to rural
migration, and inter district rural to rural outmigration
within %he statee In addition, one rate takes into account
the inter state maximum estimate, while the other takes into
account the inter state minimum estimatee The former kind
of rates may be called the EA (maximum) rates, and the latter
kind the EA (minimum) ratese

Both EA (maximum) and EA (minimum) rates are higher
than (01) ratese If it is found that the EA (minimum) rate
has to be pu} into a higher ¢lass than the corresponding
EA (01) rate, then the BA (minimum) rate is to be pre=~
ferred to the EA (01) rates If it is found that the EA (Imaxi-'-
mumy rate i8 to be retained in the same class as the EA (01)
rate, then it indicates that the probable magnitude of
interestate migration is not so large as to require a.
change in the given classifications

The EA (02) rates are necessarily higher than



the EA (01) rates, and if-it can b\e shown that the EA

{ 02) rates are not so high asvto require their l‘classiﬁcation

in higher classes than the cdrresponding EA (o‘i} rates, then this
would be an argument in favour of the present 'elassification
(Table IIe2 shows that this is the case)e If, however, some

EA (maximum) rates have to be put into a higher class than

the corresponding EA (02) rates 9 then this would indilcste

the possibility that the gctual EA rates belong to higher

= ot

. -
classes than the corresponding EA {LO‘_%L_; / ratese

e

It would not, however, justify the preference of the
concerned EA (maximum) rates to the corresponding EAfog)
mookaxyk ratese o

Given the availability of data, 1t is possible
to calculate the EA (maximum) rates for only the foliéwing
districts of Maharashtras Thana, Nasik, Ratnagiri and
Yeotmales It is found that in the case of Thana, Nasik
and Ratnagiri, the BEA (maximum) rates do not have to be
put into higher classes than the corresponding EA (02)
ratess In the case of Yeotmal, however, the EA (maximum)

rate belongs to a higher class than the EA (02) ratee

ITe3 Marriage Migration to Districts beyond the
Districts of Origin

The EA (01) rates indicate the number of women,
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~ out of every 100 rural married women, who have migrated

.. due to marriage to other villages within Maharashtrae

In oraef to estimate the number of such women who have
migrated out of meir districts of 6r1g1n, the following
proéedure was adopteds A set of rates was calculated, |
taking into account only the intra district component of
the female rural to rursl migration streame These rates
are called the EA(03) ratese The differences between the
| EA (01) and the EA(03) rates will indicate the number
of females out of every 100 married females, who migrate
due to marriage to other districts in Maharashtras There~
fores the percentage of female marriage migrants within
Maharashtra who have migrated out of the districts where
their parental homes are located is indicated by:

These percentages are shown in Table II1 _o'a--. :

They are found to vary from 2+ 8% in the case of Thena
to 20e0% ir the case of Wardhae Thus, four-fifins of
female marrisge uigration is limited to the district of

origin alonee
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Table Ile3

Estimation of Rural to Rural Marriage Migration to Districts
Beyond the Digtrict of Origin, Maharashtra, 1971 |

District District BEA(O1Y  EA(03) EA% o1y~
- EA(03)
2 Thana 3460 33.62 0+98 2483
3 Kolzba 38429  36e68 161 4420
4 Ratnagiri 4238 41410 1 28 , 302
5 Nasik 52494 = 40038 356 6472
6 7 . Dhulia 42439 38449 3¢9 020
7 Jalgaon 80674 45482 4402 9070
8 Ahmednagar 48946 43446 5400 1032
9 Poona 46485 42470 415 886
10 Satars 534857 49623 3494 735
11 Sangli 4921 42465 6056 14014
12 Sholapur 45423 38482 Ge4d 14417
13 Kolhapur 4034 37438 2496 T34
144 Aurangabad 53«02 4Be06 4496 9435
15 Parbhand 49032 43427 6005 12427
16 Bhir 46033 3764 3405 6458
1?7 Nanded 46467 42421 4ed6 056
18 @asmanabad 42477 3807 47 10489
18 Buldana 42461 45418 743 - 1412,
20 Akola : 4717 59494 7423 - 15433
21 Amravabi 4704 40426 6e78 14 +41
22 Yeotmal 4869 4231 7438 14485
23 Wardha 80403 4003 10 . 19499
24 Nagpur 48485 43450 5e36 1095
26 Bhiandara 48425 46457 1468 3¢48

26 Chandrapur 4862 46410 2452 Ge18
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_ In order to estimate the percentasge of marriage
migrahts who migraté to villages which lie beyond the
districts which surround their district of origin, the
following procedure was adopteds The districts of
Maharashira which are completely surrounded by other
districts in the state are identified, and a set of BA
rates are calculated for thesé districts taking into account
the following iwo cempohents of female rural to rural
marrizge migration: (1) intrs district m&grétion and

(ii) migration to surrounding districtse These are called
the BA (04) ratese The percentages of intra state female
mar:iage‘migrants whe migrate beyond the districts which

surround their districts of origin is indicated by
EA(O1) = EA

x 100+ These percentages are shown in

Table IIsde They are found to be microscopic in most

cases,; the highest value being 2¢1%¢ It may therefore

be concluded that marriage migration to districts which
surround<the.distr1ct of origin accounts for practicslly

all the intra state inter district female marrisge migratione
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Table 1le4
Estimation of Rural to Rural Marriage Migration to

Districts beyond the Districts §urrounding the District
of Urigin, Maharashtra, 1971e

District District EA(O1) EA(D4) EA(OY)
Code , ~BA{04)

2 Kolaba 38420 38426 003

Ahmednagar 4846 48420 0#17

Poona 46085 46870 0415
10 . satara 63¢57 53436 021 '
14 Auranzabad 6302 5289 013 0e26
15 Parbhani 409632 49413 0619 0#39
16 Bhir ° 46433 45435 0«98 212
20  akola 47417 46485 0432 09683

23 Wardha 50403 49471 032 D864
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Il  Deta Insdeausclos

A variety of ad)ustments of census data were
discussed in this chapter for various data inadequaciese
The inadsquacles which could not be asccounted for are
of four kindsy = {a) those arising from the ¥Yaccompanying®
phenomenon (b) those arising from female migration for
economic reasons (¢} those arising from the *birth
migration® phenomenon and (4) those arising from the Yrep-
etitive tles syndrome' and the *reciprocal exchange syndromes’
8ince 1tem (d)y has been discussed in the introduction, only
items (a) and (b) and (¢) are discussed heree

{3) Data inadequacy arising from the "agcompanye

- 4ng* phenomenons vhen males migrate for economic reasonss
they are sometimes accompenied by thoir families which

may include wives and daughterse These azcempé.nyms

fomales (wives and daughters of migrating mem) can be
divided inte two categoriess (1) those who are married

and above 16 years of agey and (11) those who are unmarried,
or married and belov 15 years of agoe

Since those who are married and below 15 years
are congidered to be effectively unwed (as explained in
Chapter {1j) Ltem (11) would tend to wnduly inflate the
female migration streams However, in chapter ITj using
the coryespondence assumption, an attempt has been made
to exelude item (1i) from the analysise Item (1) consists
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of the following partss (a) those who havé married within
their villages and (b) those who have married out of

their villagess Only category (b) would be genuine
marriage migrantse Constraints of data, however, lead

one to lump together category (a) and category (bje

If someh&w one could seperate the data of item (1) into
its components (ay and (b), then, in order to account for
the accompanying phenomenon, item (a) would have to be
added to the (FBPE X rc) estimate, and subtracted from

the {(FM x rc¢) estimateo This means that while caleculating
exogamy rates, (using the formula specified in chapterrifg
the value of the numerator of the exogamy ratio would |
decreasee This will be the pmet effect of this operatione Thus,
adjustment for the *accompanying! phenomenon' would cause a

decrease in the exogamy rates calculated in this chapters

(b)y Data inadequacy arising from female migration
for economic reasons: -
Female migrants who migrate for economic reasons
may be put into identical categories as those specified
for the taccompanying! stream, and identical operations

would have to be carried out to account for ite

(¢} Data inadequacy arising from the "birth
migration® phenomenons N |

Due to the widespread phenomenon of t*first
delivery! migration, discussed in Chapter II, a number
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of females would be born in their mother!s parental
villages, but.would live and grow up in their own parental
villagese According to the ‘place of birth! approach

for the identification of migrahts, such females would
most likely be considered as migrantse Thils category of
women may be divided into three sub-categories: (iy those
who marry within their parental villages (ii) those who
marry into their motherts parental villages and;(iii} |
those who marry into other villageét The vomen in category
(1) would be wrongly considered to be miérants.=While the
women in category (1i) would be wrongly considered to be

non migrantse

ITe5 Model Deficiencies

The model employed in this chapter for the calcu=-
lation of exogamy rates 4s derived from the model specie
fied by Libee, and inveives an identical set of assumptionses
However, the megnitude of the exogamy rates obtained using
Libee's model are far higher than the magnitudes of the
- rates obtained using the model specified in this chapters
This calls for an explanatione

Libee statess "The basls of the endogamy estimatle
1s the relationshilp between the percentagé of rural women
enumerated in their place of birth, henceforth réferred to
as locally born women, (or POE, for place of enumeration)

and the percentage of rural women who have never marriede



a4,

(UW, for unmarried wonen)"

' The above definition of POE does not seem to be
~ quite correct, given the object of the study which is.to
agscertaln village exogamy. 1In order to identify the defi-
nitiopal error, Libbee's definition of POE, 1is restated as

follouss

rural females born in the place of enumeration . 100
POE = rural females born in Indias 1

There are two major cbjections to this formulation. In
order to state them it would be necessary to identify the
components of the demominator of the POE ratlo. The entlire
denominator, (1.es rural women born in India) may be indi-
cated by'tefﬁ- k. Two major ecomponents .of k are:{a) those
who are~bprh_in the place of enumeration and (b) those who
are migrants. Item k (b) has, the following componentss
(1) rural to rural migrants and (11) urban to rural migrants.
The first objection to the POE formulation is that item Xk (b)(ii)
1s redundant, Since the focus of interest is on viliaga |
| exogamyy only the rural to rural migration stream should be
considered. The inclusion of the urban to rural stream
" in the FOE ratio would tend to make the value of POE lower
than it should be. o

~Item k(b)(4i) consists of intra=district migration
and inter»district migration. Inxerudistrict ﬁigfation
can be in two directions: into the distriet and_gg§ of the

1. Michael J. Libbee, LD s'_ﬁog p.69



districte xn@efining POE; one is attempting to define
the relative strength of those rural women of the district
who marry village endogamouély. Since one is concerned
with the marital status of the women of the concerned
district only, one should not include the interdistfict
rural to rural in migration stream in the category_x;
But this 1s precisely what is donee

- Libbee states that if UW is substracted from POE,
wthe remainder must be the percentage of the rural female
population t_ha.t is enumerated in the place of birth and

has also been ma‘.rried_.n'

This turns out to be a wrong
assumptione UW indicates the number of unmarried womén among
the rural female populations These ares (iy' non migrants:

and (iiy migrants (who could be unmarried "accompanying®
females, or unmarriéd nbirth® migrants)es The correct for -
mulation, therefore is POE ~ U4 (1l)e However, since data
limitations do not pemnit an identification of elements (1) and
(1i), one cannot carry out this operationes A rough appro=-
ximation of married women among the POE could, however, be
obtained by multiplying POE by the proportion of rural females
who are married, (100-Udje This inw lves the correspon-

. 00
dence asaamption discussed earlier in this chaptere

Taking .the elements UW and POE, Libbee formulates
a crude endogamy rate which is as followsg

Crude endogamy rate (ER) = §%g:nw z 1002

1e ibid. s P .70

2 o e e SRS e
. 1bi ' » |
S et
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| The numerator of the above ratio is an underesti-
mate on two countse Firatly, the POE estimate is lower
than 1t should bes Secondly UM is higher than it showld
bee Both these errors act in the same direction, and the
result is that the value of the numerator is lower than
it should bes The net effect of these errors would tend
to make the endégamy rate lover than it should bee In
other words, they would tend to inflate the exogamy rates

above their normal levelss
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Chapter - IIT

S8OCIAL, ECONOMICy POLITICAL AND GEOGRAPHIC
DIMENSIONS OF‘ VILLAGE EXOGAMY

In this chapter, a review of socials economic and
political dimensions of village exogamy is presented, and
an gttempt 1s made to interpret the regional variations in
the Ivels of village exogamy in Maharashtrae

IITel Review of Socialy Economic and Political Dimeénsions
| of Village Exo

IIT (13

(2} Kinship among the Hindu Popula tione

Some features of the kinship rules in north India

necessiate high ®vels of village exogamy, while the "

absence of these features in southern kinship systems permits
high levels of village endogamye A contrast between nerthern
and southern kinshlp systems is undertaken by Gould, who
cites four principles to facilitgte his explanatione The
first three ares (1) caste endogamy, (2} the territoriai
stabilization of, kin groups, and (3) gotra exogamyic The

1e Harold A Gould, *The Micyro Demography of Ma:rriages
in & North Indian Area", Southwestern Journal o
Anthropology Vols XVI, Pp 47697
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fourth is: the tendency to regard consanguinal and affinal

ties as matually exclusives !

Before summarizing his exposition, it would be
necessary %o elucidate a few concepts, and fundamental
relationships between theme A clan is a grouping which
consists of "those who trace patrilineal descent from a remote

2 It is more of an attribu=-

and usually legendary ancestors®
tive than a corporate groupy its major func@ion being to
distinguish between eligible and ineligible. spousess Marriage
to a member of one's own clan is not permissibles The

reiation between the Qlan and the jJati is that the clan is

an endogamous grouping within the exogamous'jati.aﬂeotra

is a name for c¢lan but it is sometimes used to refer to the

jatii4 Gould, however, uses the termiéotra to mean clane

Gouldts first principle, the principle of caste
endogamy tends to limit the choice of partners at the W llage
levele The second principley, the principle of territorial
stabilization of kin groups,states that for a caste system
to exist at all, territorial segmentation is absolutely

1 Harold A Gould. “A Further Note on Village Exogamy

e iblde, pel18
4e ibide, p 18



necessarye The system could not encourage caste solidarity
over a wider area, since this would jeopardise the economic
interdependénce of castes at the village levele The
interpenetrating principles of caste and territorial segmen=~
tationywere therefore fundamental to traditional Social

organizatione T

The third principle is that of gotra or clan
exogamye The spatial organization of clans is such that
vithin a caste at the village level there are only a few
clans and sometimes only one..1 A variety of taboos operate
that place restrictions on inter c¢lan marriage in northern
Indiae For example, among the Dsbas 3ats of Rampur one
cannot marry into ones fatherts .clan, motherts c¢lan, fathert!s
motherts clan, or mother's motherts clan (though the last has
of late been-relaxed)-z This four. clan rule is.widely-practi-
ced among the upper castes in NeIndiae® The result is that
the possibility of inter=-clan marriages at the village
level becomes highly limited, with the consequence that high
levels of village exogamy prevaile In‘géuth India by contrast,
not only do such taboo's nd prevail but some kinds of
inter-clan marriages vhich are prescribed in the north are
actually preferrede For example, the preference inﬁgouth

India for materfial cross cousin marriage, leees the marrisge

1e . Harold AeGould, "The Micro Demography of Marriages
in a North Indian Areae®

2e Oscar Lewis, op cite, p 161+
3e - David Ge Mandelbaum, op Citey pe 147
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of a man td his mother?!s brothert!s daughter involves a mants

marriasge into- his motherts clan =« sométhiﬁg wﬁ:.ch is strictly
prohibited in north Indiae Marriage to onefs fatherts sister's
daughter (iees marriage into one's fatherts sisterts clan)
which is prohibited in @orth Ind.ia1 is generally permitted

also in {s:}cuth India-g

Gouldts fourth principle, iece the tendency to
regard affinal and consanguinal ties as mutually exclusive,
is thus not operative in ;é%uth Indias For example » vhen a
man marries his mother's brotherts daughi;er,. the mother and
the brother, who were previously only consanguines (‘Eiblings
of the same parents) now become affines {linked by marriage)
as welle It 1s the ahsence of this prineciple in the south
which distinguishes the northern kinship pattern from the
° This alfference is of signi«
ficance for north-south differences in village exogamys The

southern kinship patterne

absence of tahoos on inter clan marriages in the south
removes a restraining faetor on intra village inter clan
marriagzes, and hence the levels of village éxogamy are lowe

In southern India a centripetal tendency governs

the creation of marriage alliances as contrasted to the

1e Irawati Karve, gpegite, p 117
24 David G Mandelbawny Op citey peiS7e
3e . Harold A Gould, "A Further Note on Village Exogauy

in North Indiate
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centrifugal tendency in the northe' In the south the
principle of intensification of kinship ties is stressed.,'
an expression of which 1s the preference for eross*écusin
marriagess In the north, by contrast, the principle of
extensiveness is stressedr | |

_ Karve states that although in the southern zone

| she 4id not fmd any caste or sub=caste divided into only
two exog amus mtermarrying elans. yet in practice marriages
between families belonging to two d.tfferent clans tend to per-
Tpe tﬁate reciprocal exchangess Thus, if a man of the family
X belonging to the clan A marries a woman of the famil_y'
¥y belonging to the clan B it is -expectéd that the family : :
must provide a daught.er to family y, or the family x mast
receive another da@h&er from the family y- There 1s a
great veluctance to give or x-eceive daughter from a family
or clan with which no previous marriage allisnces can be
traced. 3 The preference for crossecousin marriageg iece
marriages between children of brothers and sisters;’ is an
expression of this principles 8 sister is g_:Wen away in marriage,
and either a bride is received f;rbﬁ the sistert!s clan, or
a bride 1s given to the sister's clane Thus in the

:southern zoney more than one intermarrying clan may live 4in

1e David GeMandelbaumy ope Cibey Pel57

2¢ © Irawati Rarve, op citey p 157+

3¢ JZbide, pe215
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a village and practice intermajrriége for generations-."

These broad conclusions concerning nerth-»sotith '
'contr.ast‘s' should, however, be viewed with caution in thé
1ight of the followinge Mandelbsum points out that the atti-
tude towards cross~cousin marriage is in the nature of a
perference and not a firm prescription, but adds that,
brothers and sisters generélly have the right of first refusal
in the marprizge of theié child:aenga Berreman finds that in
the village Sirkinda in the Tehri Garhwal district of
Uttar Pradesh the dominant caste of Rajpubs constituted 874
of the population and were organized into 4 exogamous eié.néd
gut of 377 Ra.;}put- marriages, past and present, 77 marriages'\.
('aécézmting for about 204 of all marriages) were village
endogamouse He states that this percentage probably indicates
the maximum percentage of intra=village inter clan marrisges
possibley in the light of the taboos on inter clan marriages
‘and attributes this preference for intra villgge ma;rriég_ a8
to the high status' of Pahari Women, an indicati‘on of which
is thé prevalence of the custom of bride. prigse 4 woman is
economicaily productive and has "a' great degree of freedomy
she is free to leave her marital home and to return to her
natal familys It is felt that this possibility is reduced

Te 1‘9& de P 214 _
2e David GeMandelbaum, op ¢ity pp 70+}



if her parents live in the same villa.ge«-1 Bérréman's

study indilcates that irillage endogany is prevalent even when
all four of Gould's conditions are mete He howevei' notes |
that several villages close to Sirkinda had only one exogamous
clan in each local caste group, and that in some cases,

single caste Villages had only a single clah- In such cases,
village exogamy was mandatorye2 |

Berreman concludes that it is the clan, not thé
village, which is exogamouSoa The point of view, 13, however,
contradicted by Lewis, who points to the prevalence of ‘ |
fictive kinship in Rampur, according to which for examplé,
the boys and girls of onets own village are called wbrother'sw
or “sistertsre This practice even cuts across caste lines,
and imbues intra village marriages with an incestous characters
It is likely, howéver, that these sentiments are confined
to a large extent to the upper castes, and that the prevalence
of this attitude among lower castes arises out of a iSans-

kritizing tendency R

te "Gerald D Berreman, "Village Exogamy in Northernmost
India,® Southwestern Journal of Anthropologys
Vole XVIII, pPp 55-8e
" 2e ibid, p 56
3. ibid, p 161, |
44 Oscar Lewis, op gite, p 161
Se Harold A Gould, "The' Micro Demography of Marriagés

in a North Indian Areae", South-Western Jowrnal of
Anthropology VoleXVI, pedBile .
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(b} Kinship \Qmong the Muslim Populations

| Hamza Alavi shows in his study of a village 4n
i}}est Pakistan’ that the exogamous group among the Muslims is

. not an ancestor focused descent group as it is among the Hinduse
Rather, for each individual, the exogamous group is defined in
terms of an egzo focused kindrede The @d.radari, or patrie
lineal descent group, is the basic institution of the kinship
system of the Muslims of West Punjab, and marriage within

the tightly knit Eiiiradari is preferreds Alavi states:

uIt is not the rules of exogamy, but rather the norm of
éndogamy whiéh identifies the kin groups, namely the biradaric"z
 :Also, patrilineal paré..u.el' cousin marriages are preferred
_especially marriage to the father's brother!s daughtered

Thus, theA factors which underly high levels of

village exogamy in z\}jorth India do not cperate among the
Muslims of West Punjabe Alavi indicates that of 287 marriages
studied by him of the Duddhi Rajput Biradari, 234 (81e58)
~ vere ﬁ____’__\gﬁz—f‘édér:ﬂf marriages, and 209 were between house~
 holds of the hiraderiin the same villages However; though
4ntra U/ii.radari marriages are preferred by public opinim, it
is not specifically enjoined by Muslim law, nor are inter
biraderi marriages specifically proscribed by Muslim lawﬁ

1e Hamza A.Alavi, vKinship in West Pun:; ab Villageser,
Contributions to Indian Scciolo Se¢yy Vols VI.

bp .
e ~ibid, p &

4e 1bid, pe5
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A contrasting situation prevails, huwswamx among
the refugees of the Ambala division of ‘Lé?ast Punjabe Here
the '{r;;jat' is the endogamous group within whi_ch. there are
- patrilineal descent groups called W-”ébts' which are exoga=-
mouse This contrasts sharply with the biradari organization
among the! West Punjab Muslims studied by Alavio Even thot;gh
the biradari there is divided into sublineages called 'Ci';éttis' :
theée are not exogamous groups, and 158 out of 287 marriages
(iees 56%) were with women of the @ridegroom' s own {\ﬁatti o
Among the REast Punjab Muslims of Ambala district there is a
t_endency to practise village exogamy and _networks of kin |
are widely dispersed. « Thus, smong the Muslim population
we could expect high_as well as low levels of village exogamye

IIIe1(14)

Gould*s study indicates that village exogamy is
likely to be higher gmong the upper castes than among the
iower caste‘s.z He states that the Ragjputs of the region
studied by him came as conguerors, and divided the spoils of
war between the clans among them- The result was that clans
came to be identified wi.th local regions, or groups of
villages.» Village exogamy was, therefore a result of clan
exogamy, and it enabled the Rajputs to perpetuate their

e  Ibid, peSe

2e Harold Ae Gould, ®The Mcro Demograpny of- Ma\.rriages
in a North Indian Areat. ~
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regional dominances Among the Brahmans, also, a similar |
situation was found to prevail, and {;;ﬁotra exogamy ensured
village exogamye But the function of village exogany among
the Brahmans is to perpetuate power in its ritual and
intellectual formss Gould statesz Both castes are status
paragons in the immediate local area bhecause to a very high
degree the base of their power and prestige be beyond 1te
It is this wider integration of their caste structure which
has enabled them to enforce their seculsr and ritual preteﬁ-
tions vis a vis subordinate castes who lack such integration
and are, therefore entirely dependent on the system of ritusal
and occupational .mter’action vhich contains them as a narrow
segment and which, therefore, they are powerless to trans~

!
eend.’

He however points out that lowver caste groups are
increasingly endegvouring to raise their position in soclety

by widening thedr spatial integration through marriage ties.z

IIT1(11%)

Among the Hinaus, marriage tends to create alli~-
ande between the lineages to which the families providing
the marriage partners belongs A lineage is %a set ofvf'amilies
vhose men are related in patrilineal descent - perhaps as
sons and grandsons of a set of brothers «= whose households

are eomménly near each other in the village, and whose

e . ibides p 485
e ibide, p 485
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\
members exchange many kinds of mutual suppt.:nt'‘t:."1 It has
rittial and juridical functions and is the villagerts next
larg ér group for cooperation beyond his familye The i‘ationale
- for cooperation is pi*ovided by the' principle of 'de‘scent;
propinquity provides the opportuni tyoz

Mandelbaum states: wA villagers road to power

is typically cleared first by mobilizing kin allies and
deploying them 'effectivelyf'_ac The lineage is almost élways

an important factor in. politicai alliances and it is rare to
find. men .joining alliances which are different from that of
their lineagess Such cases are generally indicative of agnatic
estrangémentﬁ' An glliance within a domlnant jatl is generally
a federation of lineagése® If the levels of village ‘e x0g amy
are high, such alliances would btend to span wider area, and
this would have jmplic_:ations. for the nature of politics in

the wider regional arena, in the light of the well established
theory that caste and kinship constitute the social bases
of polities in Indé.aw-6 |

To David G Mandelbaum, Op cite pge 17.

2 ibide, P 143 '
3e ibide, p 156

4e¢ ibide, p 143

5¢ ibidg, p 143

Ge -~ Rajni Kot.hari; *Introduction®, in Rajni Kothari,

eds, Caste in Indian Politicse (New Delhi, Orlent
Longman, 1973je j
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III (1W)

Epsteints study of two nysore Villages, Wangala and
Dalen'a“ highlights the role of the cconomy in determining the
level of village éxégamy. Irrigat;on vwas introduced into
Wangala in 1939« Dalena remained unirrigated but Dalena men
Shared in the agricultural prosperity of the region by acqui-
ring land in surrounding irrigated villagese This led them
to seck marriage ties in the villages where they held land
and this enabled them to strengthen the footholds which they
had acquired in these villagess Thus, the marriage pattern

‘followed the pattern of landholdings in neighbouring villages .2

The agricultural barrenness of Dalena hé,d led
.Dalena men not only to seek agricultural heldings in neighe
bouring villages | but also to seek employmeni in nearby townse
This led to Dalens girls being in great demand in other
villeges whose menfolk considered it to be advantageous to
develop marriage ties with people who ha.d influence in

the wider esconomys

1e TeScarlett Epstein, "Economic¢ Development and
- Persant Marriage in South Inaia, Man in Indiae
Vol eXXXXe

2o ibids » 199
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I11.2

I11.2(1) The Genexal Patlory

Map III.1 shows that most of the districts which
have high levels of exogamy are conceﬁtrated in the northern
part of Maharashtra. An excepticn is Satara, which has a high
level of exogamy, but 1s found in the southern porﬁion of the
state. The coastal districts have low and relatively low levels
of village exogamy;‘ Thana and Kolaba which are northern coastal
districts, have the lowest levels of village exogamye Most of
the distriets which have relatively low levels of village exogamy
(i.es low but not as low as Thana or Kolaba) are found along the
southern border of Maharasﬂtra. The exception is Dhulie, which
is situated in the northernmost part of the state. Relatively
high levels of village exogamy are found to the south and‘west
of the cluster of distriets in northern Maharsshtra which have
high levels of village exogany.

Map I1I.2 shows that the percentage of marriage migration
to districts beyond the district of enumeration is the highest
in the case of Wardha and.is extremely low in the coastal districts,
and in Wagpur, Bhandara and Chandrapur. In the rest of

Maharashtra, intermediate levels are found.
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Map Noe IIT et
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MAHARASTRA

Map Noe II I.2
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IIT«2(ii) ZIhe Kinship Factor

Within the central zone demarcated by Karve, Maharashtira
is unique in that it is an area where "the Sanskritic northern
traits and the Dravidian southern traits almost hold a balance,

with perhaps a slight predominance for the fbrmer."1

In the
case of Rajasthan, Orissa and Gujarat, which also lie in the
central region, the mix is heavily in favour of the northern
pattern with only a few castes permitting the southern practice
of marrying the motherts brother's daughters>

If 3t is hypothesised that there is a district level
distance dscay in the diffusion of northern kinship traits as
distance from the north increases, then one would expeect,
catirus paribus, to find high levels of village exogamy in
the northern portion of Maharashtra and low levels in
southern Maharashtra; In the light of this hypothesis it appears
significant that most of the high level village exogamy districts
zre concentrated in northern Maharashtra (with the exception of
Satara) and most of the districts which have 1low levels of
village exogamy are found in southern Maharashtra ( the exceptions

being Dhuliz, Thana and Kolaba) (Map ITIe1)e

IITe2(41l) ZIhe Tribal Factor

The anomalies to the diffusion theory mentioned above
could partly be explained by the large rural tribal population in
Thana and Dhulia (Map IIT«3), if it is hypothesised that among

1o Trgwati Karve, ops cite, pel175
2e ibid, p 192
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Map Noe IIIe3
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tribals, village exogamy tends to be lowe InANasik, however,

a lérgg rural tribal population is found, but the level of village
exogamy in the district is highe This could be due to the

'high degree of prevalence of northern kinship traits émong the
non tribal population in this districte

III«2(iV) The Geographical Factor

The low levels of marriage migration to districts
beyond the district of origin in the coastal districts could
be explained in terms of two geographical factorse On the
one hand, the sea precludes movement to the weste On the other
hand, the Western Ghats act as a barrier to movemmt to the easte
Thus, patterns of village exogamy which developed here were
conditioned by the geographic factore

III.2(Vv) Economic Progsperity as a pDeterminant of
Village Exogamy

It-is hypothesised that high levels of economic
prosperity are associated with high levels of village exogamye
For example, 1f agricultural productivity is highs then the
agricultural surplus would tend to integrate the concerned region
with the wider society through ties of trade etce There would
be a tendency to reinforce these links through marriage.1

1e I am indebted to Dre MeK.Premi for this hypothesie.
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Agricultﬁral productivity, in terms of rupees per hectare, is
estimated for the districts of‘Maharashtra,1 and shown in

Map IITe4e It is found that the coastal districts have high
levels of agricultural productivitye Map III+2 shows that
marrisge migration out of these districts is lows This may be
partly due to the geographical factors mentioned above, and
partly due to the possibility that in areas where agricultural
productivity is high, the pioportion'of female workers is also
high- (The hypothesis here is the one indicated by Berremén,z
i_i-e. working women, as a consequence of their high statusy prefer

: endOgamous marriagesy s

An anomaly to the economic productivity hypothesis
is indicated by Wardha, which sends out a high proportion ofvits
- marrisge migrants to other districts (map III«2) and yet has a
low level of agricultural productivity (Map IIIe4).

IIT«2(vi) ZIhe Muslim Factor

The Muslim population could be associated with high or
lov levels of village exogamy, as was explained in Section III.1
of th;svchapter. The Muslim rural population in Maharashtra,
however, shows no apprecigble strength at the district level

(Hap I1Ie5) and so no conclusions can be arrived ate

e These rates were obtained from a Jawaharlal Nehru
; University Project Report titled *Indian Agriculture:
A district wise Profiles* (The project was undertaken
. by the Centre for the Study of Reglonal Development,
I School 6f Soecial Sc1ences)- The productivity in
’ Rupees (of .19 crops) was divided by the area (in hectares)
to obtain the ratese

. 2 Gerald D Berreman, ope Cite

————
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IIT «2( vii) The Literacy Factor

It is hypothesised that high levels of literacy
indicate a high status of women, and that high status women
prefer endogamous marriages (the latter is Berremans hypo=
thesis, which has also been discussedys It could therefore
be eXpécted that high levels of literacy are associated with
low levels of exogamye AThe proportion of rural females who
khave had some formal education are ascertained from census
data.1 and mgppede (Map III«6) No clear pattern of the
relationship between literacy level and villége exogamy is,

however, discernablee

1e Table C-III Part A (Census of India, Part II c(ii)}
indicates literacy levels for rural and urban
areas for males and femaleses Table C~III Part B
indicates the corresponding figures for urban areas
onlye By subtracting the relevant figures in
Table ¢ III Part A from the corresponding figures in
Table ¢ III Part B, the literacy levels among <
females in rural areas only can be obtainede
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' This study has attempted to astimate and analyse the
variations in the levels of village oxogamy in Maharashtra
in 1971+ Census data were used, and they had to be adjusted
in a variety of ways to make them represent the phenomenon
being studied to the extent possibles

Ihe general picture that emerges is that most of
the districte which have high levels olf village exogamy are
found in the northern part of Maharashtra (w‘iih the exception
of Satara)y and the districts which have low levels of
' villege exogamy are found in the southern part of the state
(with the exception of Dhulias Thana and Kolaba)s This has
been interpreted in terms of a distance decay in the diffusion
of north Indlan kinship traits as distance from the north
increasess The anomalies to this hypothesis which are
indicated by Thana and Dhulia are explained in terms of the
large tribal population in these districts (It 1s momesiaed
that among tribais, village exogamy tends to be low)e lil
Nasik, however, a large tribal population is found, but the
level of village exogamy in the district is highe This could
be due to the high degree of prevalence of northern R;nship,traits

&@QM@? tribal population in this distriete -

An abi;enipt was made to ascertain whether s correlation
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exists between the strength of the Muslim population and the
‘levels of villege exogamys The Muslim population in Mahaw

_ ;_;ré?h‘;:ra, howevery shous no apprecliable strength at the

) district levely and so no conclusions ¢an be arrived ate

It is hypothesised that high levels of female literacy are
associated with lovw levels of village exogamys dbut no such
-¢learcut correlation is diseefizible for the districts of the
stgte; |

It is found that marriage migration within the
district accounts for a minimum of three fourths of all
" marrisge migratione It is also found that practically all
marriage migration to districts beyond the district of origin
is to districts which are contiguous to the district of
origine It 1s hypothesised that high levels of agricultural
;jmductivity are assotlsted with higﬁ ievels of marriage
migration out of the districte Hovever, the coastal districts,
" which have high levels of agricul tural proﬁuctivﬁ,ty' have lov
levels of marriage migration out of the district of origine
This could be due to the influence of the Western Ghats and
the seay both of which inhibit movement. However, Wardha,
vhich sends out a high proportion df marriage migrants to
other districts, has a low level of agricultural productivitye

The above hypotheses could be tested for districts '
h oy states 6f INdia with the help of 1971 census data,
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In addition to a macro level study of this kindy, it would
also be necessary to.pursﬁe the investigation at a micro level
with the help of field work in order‘to uncover relationships
vwhich woﬁld sugpiément a census based macro studys+ Caste
variations in the levels of village exogamy is s case in
pointe There is evidence to point to the existence of such
variations, but caste enumeration in the census of India

was stopped after 1941 and macro level data of this nature is
no longer availablee It is true that *scheduled castet
enuneration has been continued, but the scheduled caste popu~
- lation is thinly spread out and does not show any appreciable
strength at the district leveles Besides, migration tables
have not been generated séperately‘for'the schéduled caste

populatione

Village exogamy as a variable could be integrated
into various kinds of social theoriese For examples it
- could be hypothesised that the success of caste based
movements depends to a considerable degree on the level of
village exogamy in the concerned castefy é;i;é:ﬁhe_g#eater is
the level of village exogamy, the greater would be the
horizontal solidarity of the concerned castes The level
lcf village exogamy could also be integrated into a study .
6£ political behavioure The greater the level of village4
'@xogamy in a given region, the greater-wéuld.be sensi=-

tivity of the villagers to the going ons in the wider
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society, as contrasted to a tendency towards a villége
centrié viev in regions vhere low levels of village exogamy
prevail; It could he hypothesised.that in regions where
high levels of village exogamy prevail, one would, cetirus
paribus, find higher levels of political consciousnesse
Further, high levels of village exogamy would prowide a
potential for a wider geographical recruitment of kinsmen
for political ends, and political processes in such afeas
could be of a different‘naxure from political processes

in regions where low exogamy prevailse Another field of
study where village exogamy could be a significant
variable is the field of diffusion studies, le.es studies
focusing on the diffusion of information and idease The
greater the level of village exogamy, the greatet would

be the geographic area of thefyeighbourhooduﬁffecta In
other words, the higher the level of village exogamy, the
greater would be the potential for information diffusione
Village exogamy could therefore be iIntegrated into expla-
nations regarding the diffufion of family planning information

in rural arease

| In conclusion, it may be sald that village exogamy
is likely to be an important variszble in the study of

socieﬁy-
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