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1bie study, entitled "' Politics and social Stc"Ucblxe 

:t.n: ReJastban" • 1s an attempt to waoeretantl the net.ure of 

®moc.S:atic t>Olit.tes 1n the Gtate of Rajasthan. XA pt.~t:suanee 

of t.he pul'poae, cbaracte.r:, as well as f\U\Cd.onlng of 

po11Ucal leadetsblr» witbf.n the democr:ats.c 1nstitutt.one 

1eg1sle~t w • e.xe®ti ve b001ea, local gCJ'flfR'nlng bOnies 
\ 

and polS. ttcal par:t1GS• bas ~" enalyscd and eJ'r,.lainecl 

io the 11gb' of. soci.o- hlstor1cal contt»4t. O·f Rejaetban. 

such k1ftd of etuciy &aSUfl\eG en J.mpox-tant place ln 

r:r.tepect. of na_taethmt• oec~se the pnaent aajastb£an was 

creatl)d out of met:Fr of 21 aut.ono,nouB poUticel units 

and ,, subsequently, i.ntrod.u.eetl to the aemoc t"at1c t30ll tical 

system. SU.t this· change· S.n the political syatem cccurr:ed 

w1thi.n the t&-adit.ion;al soc1al stsuct.tlr;e of state, Qna, 

the~efoxe, polU~.tc& bad ~ 0$ Viewed 1n the c:ontext of 

social stJ:llCt:.Ure. Pu.r:thecaior:e,. the eocLal stmctu.re t.t:self 

is an Of.lt.cone of work of b1stonca1 forees Which 

cl'u:.rac:tet'1Eeel the natu.:e Of social st.Ncture of P.ajeatban. 

Kenco.., & study conducted i.n the pe"spect.lve of n»tual 

int.e:J:ection between the tbtoe-hlDto.:y, social et.r:Uetw:'e 

aaa democJ"at.1e political etr:uct:.Uze• can provide a baee for 

proper ~naer:stand1ng Of p61it1cs. tn Rajaothath .tn view of 

·the Vt!j&y ltlea • fl:.he st.udY conai.sts of ftvo chapte.rs •. Plht. 

d\apte~: ~ 11gbt. on 'the tbeoR:Ucal. perstlOCtlves 

undertaken t.n tne stuay. seccm4 cbapteS" takes the note of 

politico- aant.nist.rative aeveloc,•ueu1ta oee»aed dUring the 
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t.rrans.t.~lon f~ fouaau:.sm co democr:atic ex-a of 

the t)t;.ate. Tbir-4 chapter at'lalyses an4 eJlplalne 

etNCtul'al end tunctton.al charnct~Jru'Uee of 

1ea4erah1p within t:be desnoe:tatie 1natitutlons 

at the levele of state, ditrtl'ict mel self• · 
• 

govei'oment.. Fourth chaptec pll'esento o eyste;na.tlc 

theoreUcal di.scu.ssion on the .l"teractl.on ootween 

pol;l. t1C8 and eccial suuctw:e 1n RaJasthan. 

F1ftb chapte'" concluaea the. tJbadf ee an over::VS.ew 

of the preceding. fou,r cbaptem., 

;/q gJreatest del;Jt 1tJ to tu;. \l·.s.uandbt. ttfJl 

supesvieor wbc~ t.ook keen ·i.nte,;eet in my work by. 

encouraging. 91idlng• conntN.etlvely cr1t1ct.elnq 

and maid.ng invaluaole .su.gget)tl.one end l~>covenents. 

It is, to D-"• K.L.shartnu, the Associate Profes&o.r: in 

the cen~"e for the .study of sac.t.al ayot.ems th&t 

.t owe uueb 4e»t &a hie 1nL t1 a1 enc:a.u:agenent 

aE'Oueed mv 1nt.el."est. J.n the present. stutiy and- bte 
-

l!IOJ:k was 1natr:umentel in elea£"1V focuse.lng the 

r;roolerrl of etu<Sy • t ern thankful to Mr. snekhtll' .Meht.a 

liS I was aided J)y his approc:iable etat1sticu1 sJ~£~1 

and QUollficaUon,. A debt to Mr. P.K.Cbatterjee 

and Dr<. a.A.P. tr~1ngb •Wet be c-eco~:a.cs, oince I took 

benoflta of fmitful dlecuesioru!l \11th tbe:n, ao .-.rall as 

:)f their e~r:.t.ence and sldll 1n 1ang\Ul9Eh 

TO chainum of t·ne C~ntt:e for the 8~ of eocJ.al 

iyetems. than}{$ are cNe for his kind permisslon to tne to 



work on the top!c of pJ:esect. st.W:iy. IAtt. ut:!l ada 

tban·q to the .~aa~~s of llb:r:az:·ies of At.Hlen'i>ly 

sechteti.at, Jsl~t Qlld Javahar:lCJl fielu;\1 Untvete1t.Y• 

New ve.lhS. \ibo ~~rovS.ded me wi.th llll. the material fo~ 

. the etudf• Flna.llf I wish eo offeJ' rq thanklulnees 

to frtJ able typist. *'• H.Chaudhu&-1 1.-lbo p~:over:lf 

tYt>ed the matw.scdpt. 

· .Jawabarlal r;ob:cu uns.verei ey. 
15 Dec:enibe.r 1982. 



The ccmtempOraq.- ttorld has been tho t'esul t. of 

innumerable develop;nents that oc.curred in tbe past.. 

alt such process found s;-adical changes curt.ng th$ past 

two centuries. 'the geneste of sucb process ;..(tq be 

t.raee4 to seves:·al deVelop.'UQnts such as tho aevelopmnt: 

of the democre!Cy, the o-&ugg1e Witblo car;4tnliot 

socie·ttes. the. dse of nation &Cates .ln wes~m 

wrops ~ GlliJsequantly in OtbGt ace~ of the 'iOJ:14t 

the establishment of socialist. po11t1cal system, 

the growth of colonlGl em:;i~es in the nineteenth 

centuq and subsequent t:eVolts against. them in the 

form of national llbo~ation. movements, the world wars 

and revoluttons o.f the. t.wn,tieth cent\Ull! M a direct 

wtcome of such developments new flokls of mowleu~ 

ell)!t'ged for the study o£ eantempol'~l' soclet.lee. And 

thel'e came 1nto lle!ftg a new J)ra.BCh of lcnowledp fos; 

the atud.Y of po11Uco.aoc1al reluttonsblp io a given 

soc1et,y, which i.e called POli~f.cel soctology. 

the StudY oi i POlitics end social stJ:Uctuce• bas 

J.)aen tme central f.ocus of political $OC1ology. Befo&'e 

· tal"<Oing up this issue mor:e elaborately. it. 1e beth't: to 

Qlarify tbe concepts au 1 pol.Ltics• ana 'aoclol stmct.ul'e•. 

1T.s.attt.t.O:noce.1911, 151;1~c:al sopio~ggv. Londoru 
Hutcb!nson, passim. 
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COtCSPNAL CLARXF LCATto:m 

stnce ancient t.l«Ms, tbe eonr:e,pt • poll t1eo" bas 

been. cal."~1ng vad.ou.s connotations. xn the \'tort-:s of 

Plato, Attsuo•l~ and KuUtily a •vollt!.cs" had been 

equated with t.he acts of pol1t1ca1 au.tttorlt.Y• st.ate1 s 

r:ele:ti.ons wltb the tndivldQ.alo and insUtutlons and 

also any act done by '*et.atetJ• ~ ernel'gen«:$ of var1<*s 

separate 4lsc1,plinee of soc::lal sciences in t.h.e late 

ntneteantb ana twentt.eth cent\l&y lea to the 

spedficat.lon of polittc:al relations aa a pert of 

hUnlat1 t>elut'f'i.Ou.t in society. Aftd the cilsclpUa'le st.Utifing 

polit.f.cal relatione has ~en S.uenti.fl.ea as. 0 pol1t1cu;l .. t 

though these hl.ad.ons could not be taken exclusiVe of 

other td.~ of soclal s:elattons. 2 Now-a-Cays the 

conc~Pt ... poltt1estt 1s oetag used in t.wo senses, i.e •• 

Iaxtcog~"apblcal and ct:dinl!lJ:'Y• tmd.cographe~s 4a£1ne 

politics as • science and att. af 9()Vemnent." which 

e{dbraces the entlxe field of political life ~~ 

l:Jeha'\110\lr ln soc:1et.Y• the autu:el nlaUons »e~weea the 

state and tndiviaual.s, between the e~ate a..'ld other 

instJ;t.utions &'14 i.letween the gove.::nuento of two states. 

111$1 HJ_ .... r·· Btf fl' . 'ill 



or&nar:lly the concept ie often used t;Jf4Qnlr•UOU.sly 

w1tb polittcol science. public lm-1, or: :n~~1at.tona 

.and person[#]. l"elationsbJ.ps tn the illlSOC1at!.ons lilt:¢t tr•e 
3· 

urd.ons. univarsJ.ttos, churches and so on. 

'The concept • po11 tic.s*' he"e req\11 ~s a ptlor• .. 

olar1fi.catlon of the eoncept ., politytt •. ln a <ietllOCCatlc 

moc:te of sod.ety polity 1o a syste:n of all kin(ls oe 
po11tiea1 behaViour Which is found l~iltterned into the 

t.J:'lad of 1rwtltutionG• le;iolo.tun, extcut1vc and 

JuQS.cia.J'.V• As sucb .,.politics• 1tse1f te s\lbSUmed undat 

t.be polit;y of a soc.let.y. It 1s a system o£ those kinds of 

human behavtouz:· o.r: soc1a1 relat1onsh1t) which are an 

outca.re of t.he .attemptQ• collBcttvely., as well es 

lndiv1<.Nal1y aiming at. acc:autsit1on of pow-er:. "BY power: 

is tU$ent. ~ ab111t:V of an 1n4lv1uuld ot a eoc1al. gs-oup 

to puromt a course of action ( to make and implement 

dsd.sione,. GnO moJ'e b'*OG$ly to cteter:mlne the Ggenda 

·for decia!on• mald.ng) if necesstUY agatnf!lt the inte~escs, 

ev• agtd.nst. the opposition of otnet Lndinduals and 

groups.• 4 since th!~ ~r ls foun<S. ~o bS· vested w1tb 

the insti tut.lona1 .structures- logislatur:e, e:ttccuti ve- as 

well as poaS.Uons td.thin pol1t:t.cal put.S.as 1t• a aen.t.JetaUc 
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poll tv'• the. efforts ere seen to be coneer:ned i.n 

cept\lrJ.ng and/ot rete:S..ning the hold of po.$1 ~tons J.n 

these 1nst1 tu t.lon.al et.tuetures. 

B . &Q1 i""N !a!h v?F-m: . ~ ., -q~ *11 

ll'bO auch debatea, as t>~all as e)(t.l'eE~l.y ~ aa\SionulJla 

among the social anthropologists since wot:l4 wu r.r., 
the eancept of • s~ia~ stJ:UCt\lPau has attained such G 

gene.-a11ty aa CO· be applied almont to anr Of4ete4 

ar.range.rnent of soe1el phenomena. Refe&-rlng t.o bu1ldt.ng 

· c::onstNction ln 1 t.s or1g1nal.- t;;Ogl1sh meGning, the woJ:a 

•st~."UCtur:e•' was wiclel)' used in anat.OJtt.cal $tlldle.s to 

refel' to the inteJ'relattons oetwean the cosnponent pares 

of a whole by' tbe slxteenth centtu:y,. After a delay 

of centuries its further elGtens1on fl"om aoatomy to 

sociolOgy was e logJ.cel c:orrolla~Y of the evexy genet"al 

use ·Of organlc analogies by the political ph11osopnen, 

e,.g.1 Ho»lles* conc:eptJ.on o£. ttst.ate" in Ills nuviathau•~ 

though be dOes not \lsa the Q~:t:ession " social st.wcturen! 

td.tb Hee'Dort spencer• s reference to .. the ktd.Uct.ions of 

$001ology .... general facts# stJ:UetuJ;al ona fuQCt.i.onal ao 

gatbere4 from a suJ:Vey of sod.etle$ and theis: cl'nlngesr6 
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the c.uc-l!.~UQi.t iueo. of the study u.t :Joeicl st.N.ctur e e~rg;:.;d 

as un ol.lJcotive o£ soctol~ical enqui&Y• s~<encer•s 

· anatomical :i.marQ'e of the associated tol'Uls • stz:ucturon $Od 

tttuned.oa6 ap~,-~-earea again J.n the btartt of IJUl.'ld'lcitn ana later. 

tb~ou.gh hi!llt 1n "-adc:liffe• a.t·own• o leetu.res on. OOS:'~<ths1tu1an 

St.::CioJ.ogy Un&!t' the t1t.le of "suc:ial otruct.uJ&e'ti! 81:'1~ily, 
in organlc analysis sucA.city i.s t..reat.ed as a ld.nd oe living 

cl'eature, t:.hra PGil'ts of which ean be. dissect.et'l and · 

distinguiobe<!l,. The "'avc1a1 stt:ucture• then, ts tM iOOsb of 

h"ll.ltual positions a.ncl J.nterrolat1onshiP$ Ln tel'>i\S <Jf whJ.eb 

the intat:~panclence of ~he aontt)()nfltlt pal't& coq 0e deacdllod. 

The ::unction ot! ay part ls the way it. o~~ate(J s..- as to 

tnatnt$lo the total system • in. gQQQ hd:attb•~.GQt tbl.s 

Wlato~nlcal. i'tladel b~oo.1aas e.xt&"e1~ly ~tf.f1eta1 fOX' tJlG stadf 

of a society ~cause the natul'e of society (llftc('a ft:Oio that 

o&: ur:gan.ls•n• Apart; fro.u this a.O<.Zol of soc;ia1 strru.cture:~ the 

less elc:arly defined st.rana. t:.tf thought .bUtt ft'ee of ot:gantc. 

oven.onee 1s .,~t.at~•a wrtt.t:ng on t:elnt!ons of proouctlon as 

couti·tu.ting the econo~r•lc st.rue~ce, the 04ots on 'Which ts 

etec'ted u Jundical and political SU!Jel'.stmctute end co 

\'Jhieb eorxtespond the forms of det.arnt1nett social cCJBscience. 9 

It is plainly a mat-armor· of a i'Ju1101ng. no~ of an 

If JJ\I!_JOIU" . U _ ~ I fi 'j t -

1 tntetnattonal Eneyclopeaie of the saci~l sclen.e.eo, 
op.cts. 

8
l(ar1 £1ar:a and FSLi!tdd.ch .t::ngels,.1947, 1Jle J,jEt,l.'£95!9 lf3!9logx, 

New Yoz;k 1 lnternat,.i.on.al tU011 etters. · · 



ol'ganls.a. In hi.$ refetenceo to political J"'-:d.ukYl a.'ld 

· re11g1ous and philoso.:mic.al aystenl$, the wo~:a a spt.em" is 

S.nc.U.sttnguishable f£'om the uses of ".st.tUctu,-e•,"su~::'I(;Sr•sUUcture• 

and "form" and frorn the t.es.:ms .aaded arbitrarily 1:11 the more 

recent eoc!olog1sta• •.t.nfra-struetum*'., 11 ma.cro~Jtructua:e• 

and "mlc:Jt'®ttuCtA;lJ'f)._• 9 Etlgel1 s St>ee1ft.e Rfe..-ence tO a'VJ:gan• s 

ttatt\Qe of savagery ... 10 u that sta~ in whJ.eh .,the social 

st'lructure ts oa:;ea on ties of consanguinltr• lacks a cl.ear 

concepUon of the \:'101"4 • st.Ncwreu. A."lu such eac.~ross!o.ns 

ao •• social order'*, tt social system" ot _. social for.a • 

~10\lld have sar:ved for " social sttucwre"•ll 

In simple terms, • social structu~:e• 1s o ~mule "lhich . 

eonstses of several ~enta• po11t.1(yof;!onomy, eweatJ.on. 

religion, culture Md so Drh These constituent~J haw .t~Utual 

i.nter-conneceioos and 1ntercct1ons which .result. tnto t.lle.t.r 

intes:-.ietle~n<:th 'ltlte J.nteruepeMenee of thct# cmnsti.tueat.s 

tends t.o the reellzat.t.on of a eonf19J>l!'at.1on of socid "elati.ona 

e~s~ing within those const1 tuent~s. convers~ely that · 

c;.onfigu~·atlcm tli~ta and nu;Julntes th$ rec1pJ:aeal funcUonlng 

"f those const.t tueat.s towtU"ds acco.npdl.isb..iCnt. of the soc~ tal 

goals. 'Ibtls., tbe \-:hole al<l its consUtuents• &lOth, t(l.ltnally 

eontrc.-,1 the funetlonl.ng ana existence of each otbe#. 

•@!· ·a_JIJ 1~11f •n ·--t_ Htl 

9xntemationil1 J;;ncycltlpcdia of t.be soc1tll Sciancoo .• 
Pa•c&s,p • .eea 

10Lawrenee H. Morgan, 1i1& 3 , apq&eru; aac&es;r,cal.®tt.at 
anr.u:at.i r.J.bl'ar:y. · · 

11 tntemaU ooal .sneyclopedta of the ~~ooi d sc:i.c:.1ces. Qe ..• sts; .. 
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At the present a b~ief ·ilftd atJt;1-J:'opriate defitlitJ.on 

given J3]{ Ossawstd can be teferre612a 

sy St.tnleture in its lJ.te.ral tneuntng 't~ understald 
a :S[hatial u.t'::aAQ13Jent of elements in t.i'h.t.ch ''*e 
regu~ StNJtial relaet.ons as b~ing earmlated wttb 
so.taa $)'Stem of ~:elatla:whips between these ele.nes'its 
ot' oot.ween l)articul(Jlt' P~<At:ts tlf tile wholtJ. ln a 
tr~taphortca1 sense ntr:uct.u.ro 1s syste•n of 
f igt.&r ad. vely ln~:preted <lis ta~•cos ana ~;oJ.es of 
one $OJ:'t or another. The ce:ncopt:. of soclal 
stJ:uctu.re is treattny the wnole grouvs or 
CiltdgO.tiea Of ind:S.VidUQl$ ilS elf.''lntHlt'.S Of tho 
GYSteillit 

Ai>~:ROAC&S 'tO '"10LITJ.CS 
A.f\,11) SUCti,L $1-l<-UC.TUR£ 

study _of politics and social stnleture has &::Ekil<li.ned 

a ptomt~.nt focus. t.n sociological, anttu:opol.ogicel and 

voli tical l1tet:atute$. V i.ttiau.e at>p.coac:hee nave ernru:gad 

th~:·ougn the time for o.bso.nrf.ng aueh st£Uctu.ral 

realitles .• su~n il!>t>~oachas may b::oadly be eat.egori.Ged 

lntq two • 

1. SU"Uct.ural aili;)~oacb 1 and 

2. ctiarld.st. aPtlJ:Oach 

~~qtgtnr!l .. aearoacb 

The i'e.ynote of stn:e.ctu.rGl fl1:.1t)t:oach t.o the stu.oy o~ 

soetet.y ts that social stmctu&e J.s (,lft Wtf:l,.}/:00 of e ma~ubfS&' 

of cot:J{.JOftents arranged .in ~ pcedecidc4 of."tlet: ana 
tntez:ac.Ung with each other. £Very ea<npoitent. bas its own 
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(1) structure J.a s fJattetn of c:onfiguaratiM eora1ng 

out of E:\9gre-gat1on of com}»nenes. 

(2) there a~e a i'l\.li.nbet:' of eo~"'))tla:nt.s arranged in a 

p.reuec1ued. oraer : 

(3) ea<;n of the coUlpOnents has its X'erJpectiVe 

function for the funcUoolng of tbe attucture, . 
with an int.ercelationsbip and 1ntot:dst.Y""fulence 

a.~g the components t 

(4) each <:oll\90nerlt bas e 9iV(;)O pl~e an4 funct.ion, 

hence the C:Om'tX'ttent i.e en ind1epensiDla factor 

for t.ne very existence of tho soci.al structure_, 

out again a cr.oponont is given cectatn positJ.Qn 

and function tn the a.:raaye.tant of seve:cal 

COUlp0;1atit'.s S.n O.t'det' tO P\l:s'S\18 certain r;;oal.S 

for ths S\l.Stenauce of the svc:ial structure. Thus 

:social st;w.ctur~ h~ also aect.eive i.nflu.enee 

upon its CQjnpO;.ents; and 
c 

·(S) any kind o£ ch&'1Qe in pOsition ~t)d fUnction of! a 

ca.mpone.nt is bc.Unu t;.) result into cot:JreGwOAd1ng 

dhnt,ge in t.he sod.Yl etr:t&ctu.s-e itself. SOC'.iia'i.l 

consists of the coJll)Oilents like polJ.tr•~ <..OC?no~. 

e&lcatton, cellg1on, cu lt~u:e and eo on. If any 

c:htlnge u.ohers 1nto polity. a cbange in the tuta.l 
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suuctu.re will inevitably occu.:.-13 
J\O Pollttce 

has eatU.er b;en c.;noi<iEtl:eu as a pttrt of pc>lltical 

ilehavt.our undet' polity and as su.ch a system of 

political x,'elations, it is also one au10ngst 

several pas:te of social stur:uctua:e. 

approach eeeo.no to speuk a.:-.clu.s.t.vo.lv Of c:>as<:uuJu.e i.l'l 

soc1et.y. it aaes not take any note of aysfum:Uon or 

e;mfl.1nc:t tmiet\ has been note<l oy subsetiuant: structu.caUuts .. 

and whtc:h is t.be lwynote c.;f the ~la~):J..&t approach. 

aebes:-t K.~rton and tiardoo J• Levy poin~~d OUt. the 

othet t;heno.nena of •uysfunct.i.on• 14, •non ... functJ.on• 15 

16 and 1eu£u.nct1on• • .tn the light o:f facts. ''ega:t·ditlg dle 

®ove LJhenOi.u~n.a• a new theozy ..~~ <Jn Wt.co~~ 'J:fl c:d .. ticiam t.o 

the st.ructurr.U.ists • consensll'd theo~· a.coua~ cosar11 

llA.f,.t-tadclifte .. SJ:OtJ~1968* ~~se!SP~t:;e, ~d ~ns:P.yn 
&,n Prlmi!ifei'rt!.t ses&,.,tx, I.Dnuon c Cohea tli west Ltdu P• ijQ 

. . 14aobart J<.,tt:trton;1962~ ~ ... oqidl Jtwo~ ,ai,lG,.FS;zs1~ 
atructu~to, alencoEu The F~ae Press, P• os 

1fili01fl. 

. 161<1ar1on J.J,,evy,l9S2,,Pvf et~cture Qf SOFic&x, 
1.\i.aw Je#DiiSY • Princeton u . vcro1ty j.'r:ese1 p.44i 

1? . A• L.coees;, 1 ~J56, the. t?une;t.t,qe of..§& 'f!'C1al £_o
4
Bfj!c;t, 

XlU.nois a The Ft"ee .Press, cnavee.rs 4 8l1(l 7. 
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Yet'MmB!tt1y ad:VOC~ e:d.stence of c:onflict ln evecy 

society and ftU'theu:nlare. pm.sen~ a lis~ of pos!Uve 

wnctto.qs of conllct.-·· in a society. He acrg\led that 

conf1icc 1s on 1nevf.teble process for tho eniotence of 

soci.eey. o.r~e :firlda cooperation in a soc1et.y oscause 

conf l!ctt ls thea:e. 

Ka~1 4~ pr<)pound$d dialectical· th-eory of the 

el!'istence of society arm lts st.EUctuxo. His enalyttcGl 

tool. i.e •• class structure S\li)swnes .in ttsal£ all ot.nel' 

t;~tructuc-es in the soc!et)'. To t~x any other tll• 

econ~c upac·t Of the society 1s eu.bortitnsta to the 

eeano.'Uic: a:Jpect. t!lls he considers as basic st.mcbU:'Gl 

ol:' fundamental. ana the '""st. as the by-prowcts of the 

fot•ue~ which he calls • superst:ructure8 • ACcording to 

hlaa, sacial structure is detel'lnined blf the relatione of 

prod.taction. He ~.na•s 1t. e:«p11c1t. that • productton• is 

a sod. nl ptuancMlanon os 1 t J,s proaucea O? soc1 a1 

11ld1V14uals, ena~ the.refo.n:, it shcultl be· UQ0$1'$tOC'd J.n 

eoctal con~it• 1'be oasic cbaraeterist.lcs of the 

dialectical app~acb of MU)l am ~ fo.Uowst 18 

(1) econo:nf.c: interests al:'e the b~ie feu- all otbeJ" 

types of relaUonsb1ps• aocialf Qilt.UJI'al; political; 

etc, 

.LFT ink ill nW 'tW ·J.if: 
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(2) t;ne.re a;:e two elarJses t (1) owuers of tbe 

t:I¥3®S of proaw:tloll ( ~atu:geoi..st.e), afKi 

U.i) worl<ess ( p,;ol.etariat) 1 

(3) the J.nte.rest;S of ''he t.wo <:las.ses claab with 

eacb other. as the .bt'Alrgaois.te e:xploit the 

prol.et~et, QQC! 

(4) the boul'geoi.sie ge-t mont than 1 ts dutSt share, 

which r•lara names as the theory of sw:-r:>lus 

value. th1$: causes and acoelo&ates elus 

struggle, wbieh finally leads to revolution 

and t·flOical transforu•a~on of tbe soc1al 

AOeording to the t.U.aleet1cal approach if the oasic 

st.ructum changes, the aupes stN<:tllC«t will automats.eaJ.ly 

change o.ccorQlngl.y • If any change J.n <.ltl aspect of the 

euvehtt:ucture, e. 9• • poll tic a is brought anoot. ehe basic 

. atcueturf,t ~1111. be affected in no wq. f'or an u&ldet'stanatng 

of social st.r:ucture according to the l'lat:Mist 8P!>roach the 

study of its basic st:mcture is 1ndispens1ble. c~.r:e study 

of super at.ructu.t:e will be un~eal ana faulty .• 

After a b.ti.e~ atacussion of the ~ova tl\-10 app.~o~bcs; 

one comas ·to dJ.sce'o eo•ne obVious diffceu:~n~es between the 

t:t:Jo., F1rst, the sttuc:ttu:·al apcu·oaob assw~a unltt.t 

uni.versa11~y and tndispens1o1U .. t.y of eotA~nents 1n a social 

struetute. tlhile Hat::t gtves .:u·J.•narr place io economte structure 

and seconaory place to others. secondly, the stmctural.t.ste 
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peco~eive conserwus as an eter:nal fQ;ctuJ: in a socJ.ttty 

and S.911ore tbe existence of conflict oatlii.gh.tly_. while 

~ant bl16es his theory on class•at;tuggle or persistent 

con£ lict. between two classes. 

As a reaction to the claims of .bOth o£ these 

approac:nes, Dobr~ndorf pro'lfides • coorc:1on theor:v• 1~ 
H1s approach 1s SOill9What d1ftei'Cilt from the ~e two 

app1~oaches. ACCOr<U. rtg to httn, • change and con£ 11 ct. • 

have to be atlsumad. as Ubiquitous. all elements of s~~.lal 

structure have to be. tolatea t.o iost.abili.ty ana change., 

ana unity ana eoneronce have t.o ~:ae und~etood os 

rcsultt.ng fto.-n coen:lon and con&t!J;aint. His t.heory 

.l:opl:I.Gs that the£"e are two classes of people, i.e. • 

tbe group tvhS.eb is· coerci:ve ana the group whlcb 1e . 
I 

coerced. 1"he conflict ana coercion are found .tn all the 

arenas ot social llfe-. eoono;a1c, po1ttica1 J.nau.stnal., 

socialt cultural, etc. There arc the common elet~nts 

between l~ a.1ld Dabrendorf. aut further he argues tbat 
. ' 

c:orreuponaeuce be-tween confl1c't 1n one arena anc the otb.e~: 

is not inev.lt.able. The coincidence of econodlic conflict 

and p~lttical conflict. bas ~eased to e~ist. I~s"r1a1 
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relaU<JrtS dO not dom1nate the whole society, !JUt 

are 11fld.teel to the e;..lhere of indUstry only. 

XI 

S1VDU:S 00 r>VLIT.I:C.S A:'i» 
SOCIAL STRUCTURE · Xtt Xtml:A 

ln61a. shortly afteJ.' het.· i.ll(]Spendence. adopted 

a de1noereta.c set up of politics 1·.e., tho t.d.a<l of 

lnsd.tutions- legislatuce,;e~ecu.tJ.ve ana Ju.d.f.c:icJY 

elected bf and rept:esenting \till of the people. After: 

a few yeacs of that the intellectUals bagan tc stl.tt:lW 

social .backoround.s of parltaaentad.en$ and legisla~om. 

ey such s'bUlieo one can . partially UJl4'lG£'stana what. type 

of .relationships elf.t.s1: between poU.ties and socitll 

etmctuare. w.H.Mr~rds dones20 all4~YS6C the ttod.al 

bae'kgrounci of the melllt3ers of the lAiC sabbo. aml .Ra.jya 

Sa.bba as they stood 1n 1952. The su.:;.v~:;y o~ .bacKgmund 

trtd ts ano ()011 t.f.cal aff111atione of t.t..e luet®ara of the 
21 

RaJYa aabha has been eJttendeo by alt¥tian1 Sillgb upto ·1962. 

In 1953 ven}~atal'anga1ya22 {)Ubli.obed ~e stuc:ty of the 

backgrou.nd chuacted.atJ.cs of ~· c;:an4tc:tates for the state 

an<! union leglslatucea during the 1952• genetal el.ecttons. 

20w.H.mn1&-Jonef 1957., ,t:,ar~iarneru: in, It,l~:« 
Lonoon aLOng4l.nth 

_ 
21

a·nwa•11 s:~ .... ¢1.• ~913, J;SS~.l ~..§.t:if;!U~.~~n &~l..f, 
,.,..ei:Ut t i•leen.a~ .. u. l:"'raka · .an. 

22venka•uaag~ya, 1953. :r!'m. Gen~pal s;la.e;ta.ga,&o. §omb@J' 
C,i Qt• .UO.'t'Qq. 
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a.;_::..ve"ma23 mllltle an account of the social bac;kgrCW1.4 

of the 'tend;)ers of parlt~nt from 1952 to 1962. A 

simtlat: etucly ot the ~"" of the thir-d .Lok sa.tma 

was made by su.r.lndeJ: sut:12~ ~atru1 outta25 and 

s.K.Arol:'a26 also guve neaningf\11 1n$1ght.s tnto the 

eocto- economic baokg~~nos of the 1eg1sla~s at 

t:.he no.tiond. level. .• 

SWi>%~ ON POLITICS At~ 
SOCIAL S1UUCl'URE %N RAJASTHAN 

a~nts tn Po11t1eG a~ sociolQgY• .bOth, %ftd1an 

and toceign made attempts to &tud;v polltics and soclal 

struetu.aa 1a .Ra.~as~an. The atte4UP~ ot.artecl after a 

few yeaz;s since the inception of derQQC:r:at.1c set-up itt 

. 
24 

SUd.lldet:' SUlt1963, ieJ!$el!'p ESO!!ff!1~S$tVOl~tV,N0.11. 
Jan.uacy 18. · 

25 ilatna tiUtt.a, 1969. •Tne .Patty RepAsen~auves lo 
the ~·ourtb LOk Sabha'*• ~con~c ~eli-fElt\ tie!kl.y, 
AnnUal Nwnbe~#vol.:Wt Nos •. l .. f, PP·• :'J •ifi ~ · 

26 S•K.A,c'Ota,1913 •. "The S001al BilCkgrouticl of t.he Plf'th 
Lok sabba•, 'fPfm1S, ~~:ftli!i!Ff~&!X• spect&l 
hctlbea:'" VOl;;V , I ~ NOS • J: ·•· PP• i · -4- • 
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the state. fbC'Ugb mast of the stud1ee have been 

coneet'fted oaly to ~ho ~~I:'S of the l~gielati.ve 

asseinblt.as 1n d1ff~ont tenures., some of tbe•n ne;Ne 

aleio been os:-t.entted to othet concerns like ;£o::~uat1on 

end funetiontng of po.U.t..i.cal .P4rtico. r:eetuitmC'ntc 

of patty am.tDbers, \toting l'Klbav1out of the people, 

role of pre~su.s:-e groups ana elt.tes, foottcm 

.fo::mat.Loa, . .rw;.at power structure and. so O:th 

A Stl1Jstantive atu~ bas been conducted by 

Law't'ence Shraeer27 ·who has of ferea notewurtby 

f!U14lysis regarding the aocio..econoinic unaarcurrents 

tn the fo~-nauon of the tnambars of the four 

success! ve legt. slaU w assettiD11es at:¥1 cabinets ·ln 

tbe r:ear,rectS.ve pa·noos. Richard siss1an28 inaae an 
e.~tempt to st.u.dy the po11tieal factions within the 

cO-n,~ress palfty in Ne95'1~ d1st~ct. in the eocio• 

historical conte)tt. 1-r:.L.Kama129 made an enq,utty into 

21 LilWrenee L.stu: acleJ:1 1968,.. Haj as than" in MY ror& 
wMner (etl.) ~ §liite VOlit.iFS t.n Inp1J• ttew Jersey• 
f:l,:;J,ncet.oo Un1vc:cslty Pross Plt'incaton. PPo32l•96• 

28a..leharcl s1ss1mb 1913, "Caste ana t:iOUtic::al 
1?aat10tlS ll.'l aajasthuri' l~l i>taJD1 r~tbtld (ed.) 1 
Caste in. :tooipn POlities, New Del.h1 t ox-tent 
i..on';iuaas Ltd., Pl>•l'S·2f7. 

291.<..L.K&nal, 1961, .PS L1gbt., .. on JtaJasl!'!an, ;.;oJ.!!f~s .. 
Ja!.Pllr t Pr~ash PUblisners. · 
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the 1deo.1og1c:a1 eu:tentatJ.on of the main political 

parties .t.n the &tate. Olll'!rging pattf!rrua of political 

1ea&lnhlp. caet.e tn state poliUcet both as an 

lntegratS:~e. ·and .as a <lt!Wiai"e fo.tce~ interaction 

between tradition an4 mouetn1ty, factlonal.t.sm 

specially tJi t.t'.in ·the congress Ol:iJanisation end its 

reflectt.on 1n the . GOvernment, "'e natul:'e ooQ e)(tent: 

of. tbe princely and traditional cballenp partJ.culaclr 

urgan1sed 011 the GW Of the FOUt'tb QeOO&al lf.ectlons 

and so on.., c.M,n7~n30 ttacut! all the &tvelopmmt:e 

1:'1114 the tenciencles that h~ appeantd d.ght fl'om the 

1n.ceptl.c>n of the first assembly to the end of the th1r;d 

assetnblf,. The analysis cover:& both the structure end 

funot1on1ng of l.egtslati~ assetnblios $lei. t!leit: iulf;)aet 

on the SQC!io- economic life of the people. Sbosbilata P&ll'i~1 

also dealt w1 th the $0Clo-politlo<>• economlc l'JackgE'ountis 

of 1eg1Sltlt1ve elite 1n the a~ate. H•i't .Cba.tui:Vadi. 32 

made an analysts of 'tr4!1tlti tn. pol1t1<:ls with regard. \0 

cuccess of congress Pi\\rt.Y J.n the st.a:te. s.P.VeJ'nla. 8Ad 

31
sbashl.lat.a rurJ., 1.978, ess1slit1ve El~ ~tt! .l!li~AQ. 

~~ate .t b Ca$f,.St.1Jdx. ~'" H!Jaa~i(ew -iii~:; ~riav 
P&ekatJhan. 

32.a.a.chat.u.~•19'72," congresa S~5:)a :t.n Rajasthan 
A~sembly &lections 1 A trend anal.ysJ.s• • 19$\iAA JOUEUH P.f 
.f!?f.i.~l. s,-.:i.ft.l)C$ ( Delhi} • vol.~11,No.l, ·JUly-
septet r:. 
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C.Piiiallambbt133 
1 in their etwiy of tbt.S:d gone.r:al 

el.:d.oas 1n t.he state* atte•npt.ed to know a patte.en 

of a:-elat1onshi p between elaot.ions and pol.itJ.c.al. 

eonsc10\Asness. tqbal Naratn al'id othec-a3t cond\letecl. 

a fielc'j ~ o£ Panchayati Raj leawu:abip in tbe 

conta;t.t of aa~aatban electoral po11 'tlOih ;tt was 

launcbed as post e1ect1ot~ sut"Vey a£'101' 1967 elect~,ons. 

Total. respt:mdent;,e ln the stu.ar cover 63 Panchayat1 Raj 

leaCiers at. diffel'ent levels like• panches• saz-psncbes. 

pradbans me ea-sa~"pancbes etc. Tho study singled 

out ?anehayaU RaJ leade"sl\1~ .as a kef Vatiable 111 

-the aete.:mtnation of voting cholcee ln pacticula~ aQd 

overall cleacoral processes ~a general_. 

There are SOia$ stgoJ..flcan-t aoc.t.ologleal &tu41es 

whl.ch delilt with pollti.cal 1sauea t.n tb~tr soc.iologlcal 

per:spect1vo. t<.L .• sba.rma36, while c::onsldedng 

,..., ' ... ,. l'- 7 •• 

33
s.P.Val:'dli;t and C,.r.8be¥Dbbti, 1961:, §le&fi!£&S, {)f~ 

.f211&,Lftal. £O£!PCf1GrUsn.e,ss lfl. ,InJiU:,a. KeeJ:llt · :& l'ieenakS!\1 
Pt:a~ae en. · 

.· 3•xQba1 Netai.n et. al, 1976, nur~,~t!f •. and.f:le~onp 
J:p f!!l, J;pltig S'ta!;'' New Dul.hit & NG.~ o~ PUOI,si\319 
H~se. 
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powel:'• a-.$Uc~J:"e as a Paf.'t. of st.l:'aUflc«tlOf\1 ~:evealc4 

that. pwer 1$1 in fact, concent;:cated .in a. tew p.d.vt.1ega4 

resoul'.,af\13. $14 dynEllRifJ··,; faud.lies of the uppet cao•s 

.and olasses. tfbesf! em lnf1uent1ale 1n tho vt.llagoGJ 

yet. p~t.letpatlon of 'Uhe lettet castes ~ classes 

bas lnel'eesea iA the contemporur po,U.tic&l set-ap• 

a. K.Nagla36 traced the coo\$ of in tea• aft4 t.atar:•pa.ttf 

eaction$1lem in the soos.d et.ruett,u:c-. He also n~:>t,t.eeo 

tho :Ln~r:11nkaga of poU t1os at vattous .levels like 

cati.onalt state, d1su:tce. panehayat .s.ut. t.l anc! 

"tillage e.tc. and Ut!Uo\~ the isslle .of facttontsm et 

these various levtlls. 

Xlt 

TMS m.ZSDNT S!.Vm' 

AlthOllgl\ the etudies mention&(~ abOVe deal w:Lth 

pt;.tl1d.cs ln Rajasthan• yet. than hiltf'e aa~a. se1ect.1ft ana 

therefore, partS. a! st.UCU.es of the stat'A po11 uce. Tbes• 

G~dies ba'VG been li•nite<J either:.' tO Et past.• aBJ' Of 

instJ.w~tonal stru.ctt.u:es like legislatul'e, e~t1ve. &GO 

po.1Lt1cal pa~:tles1 or: to l1fJ¥ of the levels • the stiltei 

36a.K.Ne.gle. • ra.ct1ooa11sm. aod.al suw;:tu• 
ana P011t1cal Parties : A soc:t.ologlcal st.uar of Uclaipu.r 
D1str:1ct in Rajasthan•. a !ib.o. thesis su.bmtt.ted 
to J.N\.u., New .DGlht• 



· dS.,.std.ct Ma- local self• gover~n't or have a-

t.lfi'&C:tMlc t'oew of the pol1t1os. PD.I'&heJ:more1 these 

seJ.ectl.ve atuales ~ave also assumed QD.e.-s1ded view-

of the .realtty .• sane o£ these stucU.ea veh~tlJ 

adVocated the aoc£a1 .ettuotu.~e u tbe d.eterud.nant of the 

na""'as of pol;t. ucs, wbtle a few other.s have cone14el'ed 

poltues as &f1 apnt ·of aoc1Q. change,, and even o£ 

ohange .f.n the social atNct.u.:;e of the s~• • aut. ne1 thG~ 

u~ these #tu.dles could PJt forth. the t..rue fo~tm Qf 

reaUty- a dual process of interaction going oo between 

the po11ttcs · .and oocial st.~t~Ctn.re 1n tbe state., 

sffo&ts ~ needed to 1nt.egra•. these se1ectJ.:ve stucUes 

w.l tb the latest <!"a QVtd.lab1e fxom vur1oue ttO\lmes 

lnto a COlllPrebe.nsive tUottel of st.Q.dy of the state 

poll tic e. And. 1\a:l't:bermoJ:e, these data ~ed to be uoea 
1n e~tamird.ug pol1t1cal stNctures end p;:oceoses at the 

three .. , level•• t.be state, district and local self• 

90\'Gt'ta."'ent. in tbo1c respective eociel s-tt:uetlU'eth 

t*Otwi tbsta.nd1ng. the cJ>i~i.cisrn of the aoovo n~n-tlonod 

stuuies. tbeae etuotes lead to adop' tbe followtng 

hypetbesJ.s fOI' tcstJ.ng .tn t.ne present s~ 1 

R>li tics 1n Raj astb4n _is predoild.nantly goV'er:-ned. 
'I:1Jl ts:edlt.icmal• feudal fon:es. 

'The hypothesis seeks to etQPhastze tbe influen.ce of 

t.ra41 ttonal• feudal fo~roee on the po11ttca1 Pttuct.u.re of the 
state. wt an assumpuon of recip.cocal ~nf~uence i.e el.so 
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tnhex-ent to, tt., which the presentation of evidence f:tom 

Vat'iOUs SO\.lrces will br1ng out-. The following questtons 

have been fotalllatecl in the light of tho abOVe stated 

hYpOthesis a • 

"~l ( 1) Does the social stJUcture 1Dfluence the 

po.U.t1cs ? 

(2) DOes tM politics influence the social 

nUUctuc-~ 1 

(3) or, dO both of them haVe red.proca;J. 

influence 7 

. (4) In ease J)oth have Rclt.)&Ocel influence, ~n 

which of the two J.a c:o~nparat.tvely stronger 1 

In or&tr to have en I-ntegrated and C:.."'lilprehens11fe View 

,of po11t.l.e~, the pseHnt stuQy considecs it in three 

41cnens1ons 1 eontexttUl1, &ttu.ctural. and or.>et:atlonal. 37 

The founet: of these dimensions SUbsumes the eoc1al. st.N.c:blr:e 

1n it;s entirety, ~bile the l.atteJ: two ace OlWJ.ouolJ' twa 

aspects of politics. Efforts have .been ;:ilade to u04el'stancl 

hat~ the contextual d1mens1oa 1n£1 uences the operational 

and &ta.sctau:al dimensions of politics. And, 1n t\lm, how the 

operational and st.ructt.u:al dimensions lnflu.enee the conteJttual 
.. 

d1mens1cn., J?ur:thermore, thls v1ee-overaa inflUence of politics & 
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social stwctute has bean exrunlned at the two levels• 

opatial and ternpor:el. spatlal analysts covers an 

analvsis of opetatJ.on. of po11t1ca1 stnacture• 

political patties. formal consUt.ut.ional• statutory 

&tntc't\lreo an4 ad1nin1str.Qti.ft fr~rk, ln the conte21.t 

(vf soet.al. attuctu.re at the tbtee levels• the state, 

4J.strtct ~ loclll self• government. Telnpora1 

analysis provides a comparotJ.ve analysis in ter:.as of 

period of·,·Oi:.e~:at1on. of the po11tieel stNCtlal'e to 

the conteQ of eoc1a1 stsUcture at tbe eave mcnttonea 

three spa~1ol levels. 

Tbl.W, the model of sQ!dy erabeaces ent.i:te 

int.eractton between politics, soclal s~aaetur:e and 

histo.cy of Hajasthan. I't .ts the .tateruetion oatween 

these three thet the st.ate politics QSSUm;G e 

particular na.tus:e Which J.s to be followect 1n the 

proceeding chapters. 
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CHAP.rii.R 2 

RAJASTHAN a FROM PWUALXSt4 ~ ~ACY 

ret.lc.ialtsm. a we11• known phenomenon 1a 'the annale 

of India, bas been sustained ttu:ougb the prolonged 

easktftc'!e of priocely ((States. of the es-stwhS.le 

RajpUtana. ThfJ cU.einb!graUon oR n.tgh&l CSiltp1.r:e .an4 

the subse~~ent 4e«Spnl'a<lat1ons of . HaJ"at.bae and P1ndas1e 

1lt\Pel1e4 these states under the a.dt.1eb Par~ne.cy. 

The arittsh contatits and the dyn-.tcs of ewnu of 

one ana balf c:ent\u:;r tllfluenced thd.~: polittco­

e&ninistt:'ativo SYCJ'te!QS• Wlth ibe i!Jdepandence of 

India they we:ce revived o£ their seTiere1gnt1es and 

lat:.es, merg$d ~thor t.o form the st.ate of Aej as than 

as a unit. of t.be politico. admin.iat.rative ittaln$tt"eQl'll 

of the Indian uns.on. M one marches ahead to evaluate 

poli tl<:s of the sta.te over the past thJ:ee aecaoas. 

it beco..ues Meeaeacy to trace ita developments 1a tile 

aod.~ hucorical conteJC. In t.hl.& Rgard, the present 

chapter p..-eaents an accO\Ult of trans1t1·on of l{ajastmao 

tram £eu;aai past to the democl"at.1c el"e• 

z 
'l'h1s section giVes il J:>rtef clarification of the 

. concept ,. feudalS.sm•* ant1 a l'QaJol:' anuys1s of feudal 

system that eJd.:Jt.etl in earlie£' Rajasthen. 
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. &efon <:, iaaklng a probe into the n.atllR .an4 a,n&~ntca 

of feudaUsm 1o Rajaet.b.an, a little ccncept\lal 

clad.ficat1on of: the tem • fe1.ldelistn a may help make 

a bette~: unaeretondtng. 

1'he wide usage o,E ·the tel'm of • feudaUemtt 1n. the 

f 1elcl of soc£ a1 eciencea haB by an4 l&rge Deen aimed 

to dei'lOte • a phase of development. of soc1et.y1 • xn its 

spec1f1c sense ._ the tem denotes -. feudal sod. etytt. 

o. fom Of c1vi1isat:ion that· floud.shes especially in a 

el.otiH egd.cul tu.Jral economy • 1 ~his notJ.on of feuda11om. 

as a otage of deVe1o~nent of •oct.ety 1G presen~ in 

the '':1-JC.tat. usage. Aftd• thea:e .tt afeJ"s to a tfpe of 

society and economy ch&i'ectea:-1ee4 .by ees:faorn generallr 

s~ng the eco.nomlc system baae4 on slaveq and 

prece.Ung capJ.talism., XA 4ts 'eQbni.Cal me~nS.ng, 

feuda11s:a 1s a t~ sOCial system Of .tights ana cuties­

bGSecl on le.nci t.euu:re and ~xeon&l hlationshtpa -'n which 

land \ ami to a lesser:' degree other sout-c;es of 1oc.Oiue) 

to held in fte£ by vessals: f.E'om loa.\& to wbo."n they -:'-~~. 

owe spac£f1c &$.Vices and ~-d. tb whom they &m· J:Jcllnd by 



• 24 • 

personal loye.U.t.y: 2 1tle specd.f1c• technical meaning 

of the =~ b.rlngs forth two aspects of the syatenl, via., 

lnetltutlon o£ vasaalage ana manorial or selgnonal 

system.. AS tegar4a the J.net.1 tutton of vassalage. 

t"eu6a.U.sm is 11 • methOd of government-.31n wbich • 

1. those who fulfill offietal du'Cies, whether e:1v11 

or: ml11tas:y, do so not fo~: the e.ake of an abstr:act 
'• 

aotJ.on of • a~te • or JN.bl1c eewice, bUt acausa 

of pe.;-sonal and fnsely accepted Unks wi tb the1~ 

lords 1 

2. the officials rece1ve their renunarat1on in the 

for:• of fie! whtch 1$ he~red1 tat:y 1 and 

3. public authodt:.y becomes frngmente4 and 

c:tccent.S:alisect. Dee:at.tee '\tatri<Ms functlons al'e 

closely l!Ssoeiated with tibe f1ef J:atheJt th.a.ra the 

paxson wbo holds fief. 

In Manorial synt.em, the land lords exei'Cise 

a wide vei'Lety of police, Judt.cial., fiscc1 and othet' rights 

oveJ:' the unfree peasantt:y ( serfs) • •· 

3 Joseph R .st.litq~u· end Rushton cwlborn, l.9S6, "'tha Idea 
of Feudalism",. in Rushton coulborn (ed.),le\ldalisrn in Ittg&a. 
Hew Jersey 1 Pnncetoa un1v~u:s1ty P::ess. PP• 6•5• 

4~e New Encyclopaedia ar1tanalca.pRr9&~·•P•116 
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The fel.ldal system in Rajasthan, dating back to 

eleventh century, was nurturf!d and cherished t.brougb 

a parlOd extending u.pto the independence of India. 

There bas lleen unsettled debate over the issue of 

ci rigin i.lfid development of the feudal system in 

Rajasthan~ BUt without any doubt the system had been 

there for a large part of the history of this sta.t$. 

It thus assutnes an important place Ln a aiscussion 

of the socio• historical context of politj.cs in 

kajasthan. 

The " Annals and .Antiguities of Rajasthan"~ 
is considered as an authentic: sa~.u:~ :natedd on sOCial 

system of the princely ,states of ;'' ··,,:: erstwhile 
\(L 

P.ajputana • .t•&ost of the foll<TvJing J.nfocn•ation owes its 

roots to this work. Tba chief features of tha feudal 

system, described by Tad, can be presented as 

follows ·•· 

The hierarchical strueture· of society was beade4 
~~! 

by several dozons of leading pi'inces of .Rajputana. 

£ach of t;he S\lperior houses had the colourful regalia 

of feudalism a armOrial bea$1ng, banner:, palladi~, 

ket1:,le-drU.m, silver-mace. as wel,l as a bard to spreatl 

1 ts fame. The g.a::eat chiefs had unaer them vassals ·of 

5col. J.TOa~ 1971, Annals ana Ant1W1ties of RiJ as than, 
Delhi.; Mot1lal aanarstdas, in 3 volumes. -
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hlgbe.- or lowe.: c:ank# ac:coi:CU.ng to the st.se o.e the 14Bded 

est.ates tlblch. they held as flefs • 'rile ot~Ugatlons e~· . 
the vassals 1nclu.aea mllltatY ser.v1c:e, attenaance ·on 

tho persons o£ prince for v~ing ped.ods, and a nllmbol' of 

p.~mf!ft't$1 . lNCh us ~te11dst escheats, atct. an.o w~4sb1PS• 
~ J.owet: boqaes ~tested upon aub..atv.ts1CD Of tbe .greet · 

ga:a.'1U, sub-a!.Yle1ons wbic::h TOti e.KP1lc1t1¥ tet;J'Ie4 

sub1nfa~d4t101\• trhis pl'ocees of eu~v1e10fl eJttetsdecl to 

the- lowest eubdeao;n1n.t.lon, ·the chars a. or " hide of land•, 

S\lf £ic1ent. to fu.m.tsb one equipped lm10hth.6 

as. jl.e,e. ~ll!!it 

J. ri!M. ra. UJ'l 
''~-' --· 

TOeS d0:\0t.e4 that. class of tel'Ul~es • 'C;.be fewial 

class ln which. . G losro ( tbafOll') held the lana .bJ' grant (pat:ta) 

of bie pi'Lnce. 

A lal'tp patt of 1an4 of tfte. states l"~ooiceel utltler this 

cotetoll' of tenure systom, e,g., rou.gbUy tlli'Ge qu.ar:wcs 

of ltll'ld Of the Mew~$$' ettlte was usually held as est.e.tee 

of chtefs.7 

•••• IE 1111_ Ll'dlfttftn •suM: 

6 
Daniel Thorner, 1981, l@!s §bftPl~ ?f· ,t11lQtS! fl!i' 

tlew Dslbt. • Allied Publiebem ( w~; ~Ga., m~ZJ41!= ; 
7 

Col • .l.TOO• 9i?.f£1&•• vol.x.,p.S9S 
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Along the Jagtrdars ( landloais), ttbore e;kistecl 

anotbet c1as!a o~ te!l\lS:~s, t.he Sbutnias. These .bbwoles, 

scions of the earliest pd.nces of ttajp.\ttm~, held ·theJ.~ 

lands on p~scdptt.ve possession, ~d. of any 

revenue) control and ft.ne for 1nvest.1t.u.re~ because thetr 

g..:-ents required no ¥enewal. The only l.1ab1lit~s 

·they had we;;., small. annual qu1t - ~rent and local sex:v1ee 

as fsontteJ: -g;.&.GI:(Is or as a sort of lrregu.la&' feuael 

m111t1·(h In t4e""'ar• as .many as four thousand Dbut.das 

persleted in k.Umbbal.Jner. the wll<ls of Chbappaft, o.: 
a· 

platna oE Mandaloam $~.nee .:ertWt.e:Jt ant.S.qW.ty. ' 

$!lea 
!0\alsa or fisc t.en\lre w~der direct ~nue 

measuns of pd.nce. In MWar tl"le· central pert, some 

twenty fi.Ye mlles of the state W$$ under the khelea• 

forming the crown Cletne$Ge of. the. tiabarana; .. 

1Sg1slat1Ve authority, while dealing with the cta.te• 

w1de phanOtaenon,. entanEJ.ted :from the pd.nee, hie council 

end his fou.: chief toLnist.ecs en4 their deputies •. In 

pr:act.tce the council of p:t·tnce had: pd.nclpal concehle 

li~ tne general peace and tlu:aau ~o the nor•nal funct1onil'l 

.... ./· .~ 



of adml.n1stratJ.on. tn such a t1me~ tho council compnse<l 

the ch1e~ta1ns in the association of pt:lnce. In Q.'lieter 

ttroo, tbe general. ~sJ.nese of the c®ncil was tQ 

su.pen'J.,se re•enue colle,:t1on and to adit\J.nistet ·Justice 

1n, the c~omt ctemcene. 

In the .outlying district& two sets of officials 

vtelde4 tne a.utbot:tt,y of p.d.nee. These offi.ct.a3.& wee * . 
bead of g&r:.r:1sons manntng · boace!el' posts, anc.i •• re81C£ent. 

Nler:a" ( a ctv11 office£" ana a mtli.taxy offlcet 

conjoined) of the 41atnct. 0\-tJ.ng to. extreme jeelrJUsy 

of the chiefs concecned with their: own prerogatives 

the c1vl.1 tulera usually coulc not eMe~c1oe their c1v.t.1 

poweJ:a RgarcU.ng tbe CU.stnaut1on of just-lee and eo.onomy 

of the estates of. ehd.ef~h s•en in cr1m1nal cues the 

chiefs did not deem necessary to act. wit.b the .r:e~a=eel 

spec1a1 sanct.t.on. of tbe cC\lrt of ju.stice Of p.d.nce. 

The sitting Of the cou:t of justice, w1th1u the cbie£•s 

.bounds was cons14ered ae bumi.liattn; · intrust on or 
10 

equal to sequesuoatlon. 

§.2eia1.,Qrde! 

Mng to ,;:emaJ:kablo oloo<i ties• a ·lowes; bou.se 1a 

tbe feudal eettl.ng was a ld.nem.em af his lord. ana e'Vt'Jn 

a prince never c1egra.c1ed by marriage with • df:'&lghtet of a 

aha.raa- hold~Jr a.~'P'l~• 'l'be vassal& of different blood 



( t.o be surely Rajpu.t);~ lleil1g of 1nfel"ior tltle Kala 

Pat-a ( olack: grant} * did not have the k1Utt.aJ.l• s 

s'e"engtb 111 th.e soil even af~r CODt1nl&allr holding 

for •• twentr genetatlon• s wratton• • ~ other uppel" 

castes Ut;e arabmans ~ liahaJans also bad &ha~ in 

power and. oOmintstratt.on of the states,~ bUt the 

lowe~: castes could never bave an access to high 

... • ~ .posts of this soci~lt.tico ... economic system. 

The fetldal SJ'St.et'a bQ4 SWlt~ned tbt:OU;h 1t.s 

contacts w1th the m=1td.sb u.pto tntegrat.ion ot the 

prlncoll' ot,ates lnt.o the state of RaJaatb.an. 

D\u:ing tb1a per.t..od it uped.enc.ed several polttic:o­

eamtnistrot.t:ve Cievelopments which ax-e to be obsenea 

in the proceodlrig discussion under the pl'a$en't 

cbapte&-,;._ 

XI 

This aeeticm taus note of politico• aam1nistr:at1ve 

developments that occurred !.n the erstwbll~ 

kajputana tbrou.gb contacts w1th the a~:ttisb. lea<U.ng 
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evenit\lally to tmeir lnt.egratlon lnto the state of 

RajQGthan. 

I>ecU.ne of dle l'>tlgbal empJ,re opened o way 

for the tise of ;;•taretbas, and subsecpentlr the dlaos 

ovncu,a<teo the P.tn(iar1z:s to be emanated-. The vnbJ.i4le4 

Merathaa and PLildads 1m1aded and extorted the 

pd.ncely states of H.ajputana f..-o~n t.ne end o£ eighteenth 

century t.o the second decade of ~ineeeentb cent.uJiY. 

Unciet: theae tnvas1ons and eqo£tl.on$ tfle1. 1nst!.t.utions 

11ke the r:el.at.ioll$h1p t»at.weeo the prtnee and hl.e 

nobles, the land system, the revenu.e sys~m ami 

mtlltesy ey•eem were ve~:gtng towe.ms a collapse o£ 

t;M. whole group of these eta:tes •12 At the ver:y titne 

LOt'd Hastings tie:emod it U.t:9'nt t.o ori.ng all the states 

W'l<ler the srttS.sh pn>tection to rescue them fi:Oin the 

dcsta:ucUon ana Cle9asta.t1on being car:Jied out bJ 
~he PlndarJ.s.a~· Treot.1ea of al.:U.sDCe iJet;waeo 1817 

aoci 1818 were con<Atcte4 wteb tho condlttons of 

.......... 11 c- ., ·ffwn JA.ttt •• 

- 1~·A.c.aaerjee, 1964, • Pert.abgad'l" • Abe 19$!1:!!!! 
ti.~G~rtsat .. W9F'*~"li ( calcutta) ,, March, p.l! 

1
:\4.s.Mebta,l930, l:el'ltlMUDS! fQf1 ~e .twl!'ill 

,a~et.eG• aombal' s Taraporv · and sons, P• a7 
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prot.et;~-on ana de£enee from the ~ast J:noic. c~r 

and tho employ.nant of trwpea in retu.rn fo»: loyal 

coope::et.t.on with the Para~nt Potl6t:• aes14es, 

the stat~.ts tnu~ assured of Lndependcnce 1o thsl.r 

1nt.et:oal matuu:s from the ar..t.t.!sh. And the alUenee 

brcught a cona1tloB ~ peJ'fect secud.t.y to people of 

the st-ates • .1\P&"t: frOJB some spo;:-acilc ud.lJ.t.aqt 

\lpl·ts:lng.s, the prtnces GDci AObles oe the etetes 

remained ;).oyal. to the ad. tish power c.i\lnng the Great 

P.eYOlU:t.lcn of 1.857. Otsturbaacee of the Great 

Revolutlcm exc1 t.ed to only t-he feulJatcu:S..es. the 

t'l'uak.\11:'$ aild beR.id!. ta'l' nobles to yo against thelr 

.liege .cbiefe. st.ace 1858 tl'le states hacl been 

trana.fot"aed from J.neepends t allies to the 

pi'Otractea teudat.ortes under the aasv.mptton o£ 

the di.rect sove.toignty of the vaet £mP1.t'e Of the 

srit.ish crowll. Por: ext.~mal pu.qtOses the tec-r:ltod.f.ls 

and 8\\bjecu .of the states were in the saau, positJ.on 

as those of the s~1ta1n. 1 .4 xn intemal Jnatte~s the. 

sr.tcJ.ah r•s.t®nc ( the pol! t.1·cai office&:' in Cb_.ge 

of- the state ) ~Was the seal r:ulex- and the • n<3S·teJi* 
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of tbe prtnce.1·5 

unue#" the a:d.ti.ab Para~nountcY• the contacts 

as well as the lntet:ferenoe in the lnt.es:nal mattess 

of the states »y the Sri tS.sb had s1gnl.f1eant. 1mpact 

011 the• pol#.tieo• edm1nie:t.l"ative institution& of t.he 

states in the sutaaequ;ent yeats.· 

.THE ~INC£Ut' STATSS AND 
~OPLE 1 S JUUfU~S&NTATIQN 

,. Br:1 tisb power oategoctsed the poU. tico• 

a&n1n!.st.:tat:ive units of lndia i.nto two, vJ.z, the 

er·etwhJ.le princely st.ates .and the so-calleo ar1t1sh 

Xt\Qian provinces. PJ:t.ncely etatea of RaJP\itana 

fot:med the fot'lnl!'ll' category o.f autocratic ana deSpotic 

rzu.lers uoaer the ari.tisb pro~ction. with the 

admlnistrati ve machln.aries oe1ng antiquated ana 
c.tevoid of needS of people of t.htt states. 'lbe 

adtt$1\ tndlan P.t:'fiwinces were e.kperimsntJ.ng with 

partlal, niggadl.r and yec educat-ive 1nat1tut1ons of 

tepreeentative gcwena.-nent. They also tende4 to be 

h'SPOMible s!nce Hi.s Majeety*B Pec1arat.1on ·Of 

20 AU.gl.IS~. 1917. National leaders alao openecl tb<.ti.J:' 

~ 

4- r .: "'L ,,. ·~ , 
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. . . 

ao•n~ton, with the tnstlbltlonal bebavtours lUte 

.PX'OCSSAOBG, pic.ketingsf bGJ(cot.1;8• pll.Olicotlona and 

pu.J)lic speeches $tc41 Influence of£ these focce.a f.r:om 

the sr1 tLsh lftdt.an provinces tt:lctletl tnto- the prJ.ncely 

states d'OUsS.ng g:rad\lo.llr discontent against the 

oppress1on of mlet:s., ••9•• • a1jo11a t«Wenent•16 

in defiance of the lncteased lanes J'everaae lmtJosed by 

tbe xulec of MeWs. Later: the ~nt alao coveted. 

tlle state Qf sl"oht. Thwgb t.bls and such other 

u.prtaings aernantil.ng remwt.i.On of r:evenv.e t~s arul 

&Dol1Uon of Beg~ System weh cmhed with tnllituy 

pOfrlel' eitbel' of· tbe Nlero o~: of ~: 8tltl.sn, thEme 

could 1ea¥e 1mrn€1:nse impact on the ~ople of the st.~tes. 

SCftl'al Org.ert1satlone of the tb11't1es of pl'e~ent century 

sUCh as P1:l1Ja mandau, praja pad.eha481 z~ntnd~-

Kt.seA sabbe,. You:th League, Bl\11 se:va Mhra:n1 etc. 

ana lateJ:,tn 1933. thoi~ convea:'gence lnte> t.tte· Al1 tncia 

states• .People's confe~nce ( AISPC) en:OocU.ea people's 

~pirad.Ol'l$ to .tK:t GSsoc1ai;.ed wttb the edin1Ai.sta:-at.1on \'11th 

a view to t>eaU.se the tlltitnate goal o£ utaol1ehlng 

r:eatX~ns.lblegove~nts in the st.ates. Fol' t.bia ptJ:'@OH 

these ot>ganis41tlons teso~:ted to t.he aane. tnetitu~ional 

'reans as tho.,e ay the national le~r& :Ln the sd. tl.sb 

., ·.z •· a fiT' f • t· nri; 
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Xnd.tm PI'0\11tJCes. l''eas also playe<l a signi-ficant 

tole 1n e~::<0$1ng t:be tyranrU.eo of tbe mlers lifld: the1'" 

associates and arousing awakening among ~ people 

of the states. ID some states tbe for:s1(Jbtf\ll. and 

aynamtc ot.wans.11 ( prime tn.l.nls~r:s) • id.so aomr1nce4 

the rulel'a of t1Spncy of 1nuooucing l'efOAUS for 

people's welf...-e. F a~sigted tieharajas Uke oan.ga Singh 
I 

of .aikQZ')!I):r: also c:oulc .feel tbe nerve of time ln 'the 

period of' change am1 took interest ln giving the 

l,ieot;>le their r:ep:re$entat1on in aetmtnlstratJ.on. Lastly, 

the Stittah gove~r.ent exet'te4 1nfluenoe upon the 

rulei'D to ae.ek cooperation of the subject masses 

at vad.a&e levels of adnd.ni.sti:'atlota. 

Urtc:le&" the various fo~ces a. slow p.:ooess o-t 

a<ltd.nistr:.eUve teforms U.ke the study of English staJ:tad 

eveft befoe"e 195tl. After: a.9se the special effO£"ta were 

tnade· l"eCJa"alng 14W and oJ:"oer, justice and Jai.lo:w 

Ct>lm!nal and civil laws- £\!!Venue system, edU(:atl011, 

i:t*:aaltb aftd local self government; et.Q. p.u~ing a .p~:ottt.leted. 

t»rioti stnco the second decade of pr:eeent centuq,t to lf4'7 • 

. 17 ~e not.able .among aud'l .Diwans, 'With the non& of 
pr:tncely etate an4 the spar• of their: tem. are ' 

1. or. 110banainha Mehta aansw.a:z:·e stete 1931-41 
11. v •. RaghVacha~:1 Ucild.P1l' 1939-&7 

111. s.1t ;1S,.rza Ismall. Jai.P"I' State l942flit46 
t.v. LM.~'aanA.kaJ: Slkanes: State 1944-47 
v. c .s.venkata.ohar1 Hatwar 1946-41 
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only 8 of the 20 p&!ncely states crea.t.ed people•s 

leg1slatS.ve bOdi<tas. Si.): of these 1J001es ln tt1c st;utee 

of s:answata18, aharatPl*r, 1981t;aner, 20.lo-..hg:us, 21 tlmltM1'22 · 

aDd 1'0ntt23 fun4't1ofltl(l for soma years,. 1:\"10· states• &wla!. 24 

and Uaa1PQJ:25 made only p.J."'pooals for the estabUsb:nentl 

ci such bodles. The ~-n-ai.n109 states eau:etpt: these 

~ 131- ha<l created Ad11isory a;,arels. h.;;aJ:dly b~iag .my 

np~:"esent.ative e1etl'$nt., 

20 fS ~~i.-?f. PJ;~@~p.,&.n.f)tij~l'.,l931,pp~?o-71 

21 Pile tfo.c/4/lO,Vol •. t.r.I, ii'!!llll!agp;:J3ea~esenu• 
;ta~e ,AdVJ:,Rq,r.x M~~..X• ~g~ *4' 

23 ~nts~t-'iAt.ive r<asgrs., ,.,.,1:gD!) .£!tf.?>t!t,l,943~~~ PP•4,66• 

24 Af!r4i.tUQ\>1"tlt!~. Reegl'$t,.f!!!!'!AA StftAt.el?..fi,.t3~•83 



OWing to the ~leretetent power being 

cancent.r ated tn the hands of the tule.r. franchise 

,:estrLceed to pJ:o;:)ertled~ ta)!;•tlaying ana eclU.ce;ted people 

and JagirdatY.~: s~JCci a1 .:epr:esentatf.on~c the legiolative 

asswht\Diles. CO"..lld not. play any af.gniftcunt. role tn 

acmlnistr~tio~'l o.f the states. 

UndOUbtealy. the procens of ~litico• a6QLnist~at1vG 

aevelo~nto u®er the impact of the ar1t1sh contacts• 

the n.at.l.onal movonent. and th.a local as 'W$11 as otber 

.organ1sations .t't;unat.neti slow tn the pd.ncely states ~ng 

· t.o the1r isolate<\ poo1tton atU:;.ocrat1c ::nloo acld dapt.lnd$®y 

on the t.Jritish. This proc..:.:os anoui.a nave beeB i~nH after 

the in:te9ra.ti·01l Of these stnt#s 1nto tho st.at.a of 

r:.a.jasthan as t1 political unit. 

The p~esent st.at.$ of Rajasthan 1$ an outcoma of 

merger: o£ 18 princely states, 2 ch1efs.h1ps ant} 

1 .centrally aamtn.tstel'ed unit of the e:cst.wntle 

RaJpu.tanEa.. The t..-r1nc!.r:tal sta~s t'les:e r .:Joabpur;>• a!~.S11t!t't 

JaisalrueJ:• slroh1 • .:iaipur, Al\1at. l)holt:!UJ:, t<.uau11. 

dbar:atpur,TOn'k, r..ota., aunai, .:Jhala:wat, Ude'lipul:",. 

Kiahangam, nungatp\u: • aanswar e. aad PactabgarJ'h '.Vhe 

chiefJships o.f Shabpuc a ana 1;3.lsbal.garb -were unoe r t.-.wo 

scvecelgns. Cbief of Shall~>Ura was ullcier o:>tb the 

·"1ah.arana of Udaipur ana the' .~5r1tish gove.rnu:tetlt.o~t 



I 37 I 

~sbalgam, also, had b:o swe~1gns• tbe p:1nee of 

aanst-ld'a and the ur1 t1oh gover:n.oont;. A.Jmer• ::-ietwara, 

a arttish chief et>.anis$1oners ptovtnce was the only 

cQntrally ttdmtn1stered unit 1n t-he ii\aJ~tana. 

!l!le .!.nteg::q.tiQfl paaaed ttu:OU.·gh seve.clll et.aget:a. 

'l'be f1~st union, • Mat:r~ya•• consisting of A.1t1\lt:, 

a.'laratt.».lt'• Dholpt.t..r a."ld Karaul1 wua fot~iea on 11 .t1az:ch 

1949. Ailot.mt: Unt.on. ~ r.tajasthan" was 1Qaugusated 

at. KOta on 25 riatcb 1949, with t.b$ .a1anarao of Ko~;.• as 

the haJ@I'a.rxnkb.. It consisted of n1ue otGtes ena tt-1o 

c:hiei:sh Lps- naoo1)" ;{ota, 'fOnt(, J:JUnd1• .Jbal~J~, 

Part.abgatb. nungaYpa.t', aenswa.rtV I~~shangam, shaht~ra• 

La.wa and mshalgam. subseQ.uertt:.ly, the Jt~r~r of Uoaipul' 

1nt.o this union brought tnto l)ci.ng tt;.e • UG1t~ Stat;es of 

ilajasthan" inl.J)t;.u:ated on 18 APril 1948,. with the 

M.aharatla of Ud.aipu.r: ® Hejpranu.ld\ ancl the i"Nilaro.o of 

Kota as VprajpJ:'aotukb. Later:, with the- mergar t.>f 

B1kaner, J•pur, t.la!Galme~ ood .;J<Xibput: into this union 

on, 30 Mar:dl 1949 the :~w cianomlnatt.on o,f the uo.t.oa 

tt· united st.ates of Greater Rajasthan" ~1Pt>eaE"ed. A new 

uovet:nrnent. was iormod on 7 l\}llld.l .1949, w1 tb the t'lal'lGrana of 

Uda.Lpua:·· as •·umUEU Pran~J.k.'l, IiahGrej- of Jd. pur as 

RajprQ.wkh .afld t.he ··laharao of t:ota as Upl'aj!:'ranu)(h. 

on 15 May 1949• the .1-tatsya union also roet:g$d into the 

Unitod States of Greater J....ajasthan. On 26 t~anuary 19501 

a nl¢~jor pant Of stroh.S. state, attached with J»mbay was 



appended to Rajasthan. 26 Thus S..ntegs:ated state of 

Rajasthan was: given the status of a 'u* class state. 

Under the r:e-org$lisation of states, AbU of 

sirob.t. state anf.i Ajmer- mcwa,;a(the 1at.t.et: class •c• 
state aftet: Indepenaence) were meC'g:ad •4th 1<-&jasthart on 

1 N,,ve.nber, 1956. The sunnel Tappa of t.he ;·lanasaur: dlot.t:ict 

of the er3ttfhile Madhya Sha~~t was transfeireu to 

Q ~jastban anti the SironJ SW;J-dJ.Vision ~ :<ot.a ai:.;trtet 

to the new fladhya PLa.desh. Hence, a full•flodgeo stat.e 

of S.ajwstbart appea,r:ed :f.n. the Uoion of loaia. 

1'hU& fro;n the very nat\u:e a."ld process of 1nt.e9£"at1ot.'l 

· of the state, 1t may lJe posai.ol.e to dezive cer:tilin 

ObsGI.'Vations. vtz • whether the int.egrat.l.on could "'esult. 

into an organic political co:atUnity or the atete w~taineci 

w1 tb 1t.a pm•1ntegl'ation iaentttles. fi'U&th.el:', the analysis 

of t;lhystco• ce.uogs:aphic :fcata.u.·es of the St$te c~n be of 

better aid f.n pcoJ:Jing ti'.O&:e towards tbts ll.natu:standing. 

Ill 

Tbts ,section delineates the pbyaicu-®>ClOgrar>ht.c 

feabll:ces, as well as ae;noc~:at1c polity in the state, 

wf..th the view to seek the nat:ur:e of i.nteeactlon betwcon 

these t.t-JO in t.he follwing chapte~ • 
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termed as 1\ajwata 1n the fn.id..11ar dlal~ct. of the t'egion~ 

ond by the more t'~.ft.iea ~ople of the rugt.oa t.et:tned as 

naethana "';hich ·cormpt~u to a.ajp\l~ana; the eonli•~n 

des1rJnatiOl"l aa\On9$t the aritish fox the hajput 

pcineipoltt.tes. 27 

H~j,:!lsthan lies be'tWeen 23.3 1 and 30.121 no"th 

latitude Ma 69.30' ana 13.17' ~tut .J.un~;;;tturJe. 29 This 

oecona laroeat state of the %au1an Urd.o:1 ha.s an area of 

3,42, 214 std.• k.n., covering 10.43 l>at'ccnt of t.he whole 

country.The distncts of Ganganagar, J(llsal..nei, aanswat'a 

and vholpur ( recently :fc.u::Hraa) join 1 ts. no.r.tn. west., 

south and. east angles l:'~s~etlvely. Pakistan b~nas it: 

&.;lstern frontiers extend in eon:.\•ton t'lith the PU.nJ® and 

Utt.1r Pradesh upto the river chamo<ll. a.(KJ a.i:J . ...;ut 200 ~uilos 
~r;tn 

oouna&Sy turning" tho Cha.,ib:J.l to soath-ea:lt\-Jard de1namdteS 

lts Jai.pu.r and .t<Ot.e dist.:J.cts from Gt'f,Jl.iox:. 'l'he sou.t.nern 

rd.g-.za; b~)U.ndar:y• line runninog uc:z:oss the CF.tntra1 reg.ton 

t>f . :tnui,!l• cliVides it: fr:om tlOOhya P~Qde~h dl1d GUj.rat.. 29 

21 col. a.~ou, ee.ct~ •• vol.itP•l• 
20 lnr..iJ. af} E,mlress. 1956, Ne\'1 oalhi., NOVam:.>ec Ju• 

29 Alexan~" Cili!lp.bell, 1956, ate H~an of Inc!f:.a,LOndon t 
constuole « co. Lea., p,.9o. 



The· ,1\ravalli Hilla. the .najor geographic-al feat\u:o 

of ~ajastb<!llt ~gin in si.roht dist.r:1ct in the sou.thwest 

ana continue extending aot"th-e.:a.st.ward ac:-oss t.he state 

ttu:ougtt Ajms.: ciistrt.et antl ~he n.orthem pur~1ons of 

sJ.kar and uhunjhuau dist:iet.s \·:he~:e1n they bagin to 

·bte"*k up., ana finally slepe ~. dis.uppeur in the .:~wauna 

river• a delta area, trJest. of .New Delhi.., Too Hills. 

dii~i.tie :the ntaf!.e in half. The four hist:o.crical regions 

of the state• Dty., sastern Plains, swtbe.rn K1ghldllda 

and souther::a Pl.ateau owe their o:rigtu t.o the At:avell1 
30 t-U.ll.s. 

The .... ty ~eg1on, part of the 1tl..J&~ ne~ett 

e~tendlng ac.taGs the llOilt'de" 1nto .P~idst.rltl, eomp.rlseo 

th.e 10 dtst'"icts• \.hlRgatlagtJ.r, ai'tattt"!J:1 ChUrUfNugaur, 

tolodh,,tu:,. Jaisalmer, sarmet", P~i, JaloJZe and siroh£. 

Pl'Ll'lartly the ar:ea covered i:ly the f<.n:.(oc p.:1ncely states 

of at.kaner en.a Jot..hpUt. rtha ~astern Plains s:egj.oo 

etJtltJist.s of 4tlO&t.ly x:o111ng plains of a oi.at~icts of 

&'ll.u:at.puv,, fJ.lWa$. .1adhopur.,. ?.'Oilk. <1nd Aj.~r. J:ei ... resen~tng 

t.he area bistod.cdlly dotnitallted. by the state of Jai.pur. 

30 a. iaJJ&tumft Ga;&t&1,i,l1 1819• ca1cut.~aa Office 
of th~u.ptutinte:laent of GOVel:t'l-ilent P.ri.:tt.ing. \tol.I1 
pp.10•13. 
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The soutll~rn tttc;tlatl<Js region io formed of the £1 ve 

districts .of Southwestern kaj&Jtnan• Bhi.lwar:a# Uoaipur. 

Chi ttorga~, wngarpur and sanstr;ara, the area of 

Udaipur- the maJor pr1nce1y state. The southe.rn 

Plateau region, sutrounded on the three a1des oy 

Msahya. v,raaesh, connists of three clts-tri.ct.s• annat, 

KPt.a. anc.t ~alawar, rep.resooetng the topoloi,Jlet.ll. 

features different frOill· those of the swthem Highlanus 

region •. 

ACcording to the census 1981 ( prov;t.i,.S .. unal) 

Rajasthan has a population of 34,102,91,2 ineluaing 

161 353,630 wo.:nen • 4'1.9 )Jercent of the total l,JQfl\lltttlQn,. 

lie1tlbers of the scheduled castes and sche®lec'i >rrU.-.e$ 

constiuute 28 t:~Ccent of its totd ~;opulaUon. 

7,140.421 por~ons·of the total POt>Ulatton a~e 

distr1~te4 over its 35,195 villages. The urban 

popu;lat1on ira 195 cities and tot1rn; forl£lS 20.93 f.JOJ:cent 

of its total populaUon inclut'U.ng 11 cit.tes eaCh hav1ng 

a po;mlation ovec 1 L{jkh,. The growth cate of its 

population baa incree.sed to 32.36 ~rcent. from. 27 ,.83 

percent 1.n 1971. Xts per sq. km. (.lensitY of popUlation 

h:&o also J.nccea&ed to 100 fro.n 15 tn 1971. 

Despite the dlfficu1ty of unavai1eu>111t.y of ,,~cent 

4at.a. on the caste st~Uctur:e of lo;ajaa1:hun, these aatQ 

f&v•n the C!etl:SUS 1931 .nay be .~;o.ce .celJ.ed upon. for a 
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, lesQo.r deg.iee of poll t!cv• ecooo.a1..e ~J.opmantr. 

to{.,,k placu .in this state thatl in many otnet states-. 

Thu a.ata show that t.he state• s caste st.uctu..te lack:» 

.. . any nuznancally c.lQlninant. c..as ce. i>ucth£U~I sone of 

i t~s large caste groups al'e eoncentaa~~ 1n s~)ec1J!lc 

regions only. 

TA~ :1 

£~QJO.t" Co$tes of 1-ltlljas~M 

U. 

caste 

iiabaJan 

cnamae 
abiJ. 

RaJPUt 

GUJar 

£1Sa.11 

TOtal 

'f •. Q ···--····-· 

illlM_t •ttl & ilL _ _ lA¥_ J . - I ~ ' 

9.2 

1.6 

1 •. 4 

6.8 

s •. a 
i.6 

s.o 
4.7 

;.'1.3 

ss.e 
lltild(IJi:[ Jill U!5.'fl!i il!nlli-



.The Ca;nsu.s 1.931 fep:..>ct=d. 1$ c:asta.:j b'hic:h 

comb:S.neclly cepresent.ed 71 pel" cent. of the state • s 

population at that. tinae. Of 9 t:aates listed 1tl t.ne 

aoo11e taole, 3 .cevreseot agrlaultu&·al easees, 

2 .z:eprelient ., ttl1ce-ttorn'1 eastes '.,, 2 .represent 

scbetmlea tt:ioes $Dd l tep.resents SchedUled caste. 

Only 4 o! 9 caot.cs. i.e. <.:ham&C$, Shah.<taDa; ~ahajons 

and au.jputs a~:e broadly d1auiouted throughout the 

atate. ~ ng to t.be1:c lOhf soc1al e~&tus, le1/el of 

·economlc: <t.evelopment. and e~ucat!on the charnars cou.ld 

11ot ao~ as a state-wie4e effec:tive caste, 'lrlhiJ.e the 

tb::ee u twJ.ee.....OOJ:nft ~astes CQlld 00 GOtro All the OtheJ:' 

.c;:~stEis at:e ~ncentJ:"ated ln 111llited a~:eu of the state. 

Jat.a, the largest aingle ~aste of the state. are 

concentra.tad. in the Dry an4 nor:thern uiets:!ct.s of the 

Sastea:n 91ains regt.oao. The GUjars represent be-tween 

4 and 8 percent of t.he poptalat1cn 1tl tne tb:ree mgton:,J, 

except tbe Dry reg1eth Thfi' llhils represen~ 25 percent 

of the population 1r.t the southern Hlyhltanas region. 

In the forner S'tiites of o~str1o&n, vungarpc.u:· and 

.KUshalgar;n they conat1 tt.f;t.ed 64 t»r cen~. 54 pel:' cont. 

and 84 per cent respt:K:.!Uvely. 1tle Ninas, eoneentratoea 

in the southetn Plateau ana the southern half tlf the 

~ast.o~n Plains repxoaented approxtiilately 8 pet'Cent 

of the total poptU.att.on of sou.ehem Plateau cegion 1n 

1931. bUt th1e percentage rose to 10 percent after 



incorpcu:ati.oa of nun•.U.na areas of tho region. 

into t>i~dhya P&a<leilh• ln the ~astecn plains ra9ion 

they41 t.he third la&gast group represQntlng 

&!l~•:CO~nltltllll.J 8 put· Qellt Of the !)0!,1\lliolti.On, C:th"lCentrated 

fo.t the moet {>aft t.n A1tf;.a;e1 Sataa1 nadhopucf and daipur 

ai.strtct.s. ltlle i1alis fcltll'Qfl fccxn 2 to S Pfll:C!'eftt. 

of the popu.lation !r1 all t.ne abOVO ··~tioned &e·~ons 

of the st.ata, ~c:ept the:tr ins1gn1£icant w~:ubet's 1~~ 

,Despite the fact that there az:e .-ru1ny other 

concanc~:atLotts of partteu.J.ar castes, the ~we f1gu.t:es 

"eveel that the distnbUtLon of t.he stat-.e•s C~JStes 

like pea$ant castes, ocheauled ca3tes and Sche6ulca 

Tdbes lack state• wide coverage. ~\bow tbe Vill~ge 

l...ivel. few etiiStes cioird.u.a• any area as a maJo"itJ 

caste •. " The.!.:.: trucU.tion~.l uocial organ.is101t1on 

wa~ li:n.lt.ed. ho:;otzontally in te&,tns o.f re~tons ana 

vecUcal.ly 1n to.t'>ns of soetal aua~1ficad.on.•·31 

of the l'i'l.lC.b. 'uom- evenly Oistr.f.butec.i • t'l.·d.ce•.bom., 

ca.a.tes, th3 .atahua~~ls E'anged fro.rn 5 pee c~n~ to 9 per cent 

( ia the ~as~ern P1\\lins regt.on} ·Of the population in. 



all the .fotu: .teutons of the st.ate. the t\d)pueo J..n 

each rcgtotl vary £to•n ap&Jro,-..isnate1Y 2 t~ri <:en't to 

8 pel' catlt. of t.he pOt:!Ul.ation, w1 th their: h1yheot · 

concentr atton in the Dry t'e9f.on. '!'he •iahaj an castes 

xe1)resen~ a per cont to- 1 pol' cent of the (>apulatlc.m 

ln all the tegicns, except theA.~ t·epJ;esent.at.ton 

slightlY .tess than one £Jel: ceH~t of the f'Opulutton 

itl tt'le Southern Plateau Q!gion •. 

l"kntar, H.atw<l.\t· ~a ~t: - politically d\1nU.na.ted oy 

the tbree seats of Uda1tmr, ..:aoahpur and walpur still 

persist tneiz:- i.ae:1tit.1es. Uaa1pt.tC1 aided oy the 

~ling fa.llil.t.cs• close ties with Sbils of the 

re91~n* has a bistortc:al legacy of pet'sistent 

x:-cs1steace to .a.na n!fusal of any otfer of inteu:.nat:d.af/3 

wttb t.ha dttghals, \'bien keEJt them aloof e111 the unl.y 

agreeit~nt .r:eacbGd wlth tile 8£.1t1sn. JOdhpur, having 

t"elatJ.onehip ~:angtng from opan det,iance to an alliance 

w1 th ootn the 4~l.~hals &Ild the ~.t1 ti.sll, t:emaine<i tUstinc:.t. . . ~ - -

Ja1pur: also cou.ld .no rooce c:onsolJ.uate ., tu i1nJ<s w1tl'l 

tbe other rr:egtons of the state. thoUgh 1 t era~eroa the 

stlatained x:alatt.oruzh1ps wtt.h tne i-iLlghals ana the 

ur:.t.tish. 

aajQ$tb¥1 is pr1utar!ly un agricultural ot.ate •. 

'1he 19 .• 01 .Pf91: een~ of i te total poamlat1on lives itl 
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villages ( cerlSUs 1981) • lt. covers 13 ~& ctult of 

the t.ot • .il. arilble land of Iooia. dUt. tha ono thi~6 of 

1 ts total aree i.s covered lJY t.he desert.. .tt posse~ses 

only t.ss 1 . .:er cent of the tot;;U water resources of 

India • .~\1\d it is t>e:tsistent-ly ttlal"kcd by t.he arepe~d;ed 

e.dvo~:sit1es of f .:iiil1ne. 'l.'ha at.ata ldCir.s not onl:t 
j 

agJ:"1culwraJ. deVelopd~.t llllt also cues it laci~ the 

uou.na t.naust~ial ua.~. Despite the immense possittiltues 

of ~he aai,;y, l:nJDlen a.'1d. mineral tnu\&Stries, the state 

dooe not have eufftcient infra-atx:uctural fac11it1ec 

fo.t: its ec01..'\orn1c aevelo~;ment. 32 

A.ccordlng to the census 1981.1 35.'18 ver: cent. of 

the males ana. 1.1.::52. pe.z: cent of the females have 

reeo.w:ded as that of literates 1n the state. 24.05 

percerit of the total population constltu·tes the flOCtio~ 

o.f litor:etes l:a the state. ·.rhus econorfd.e 1 as well as 

edUcational b~KwQraness of the state Q06not seem 

az;tS.eulattng the personaUty tJ:a1ts* at.ti'bldeo, 

value• pre.uises and p:.attsm of peliticd cucltua:e .ana 

soc1a1ieation congenial t.o the state• $ camoc:r:atle 

poUty. 

This va:t~.et:y of physico• do;j~l.)g,r;aphic faattu:e$ 

&~st hove a typical 1n:t:.eract.1an withtbe tJ011t.1cs in 



Raj as than. setote proceeu1ng to mak~ ~ e)l.and.nat.ion 
of the abwe ;·tentlOJl~Jd 1ntel."uct1on, a b.rief 

eonsf.deraUon ia req,ut.red to delineate the st."-i.ctu:re 

of deJUQCra~ic pe>llty in itajastbaJh 

w 
DiS11<JCH.J\TlC JX)Ll.'l't' IN !V\JAS'lKI'ft 

With effectiveness of the conatlt.ut.ton of lnd:tM 

Union ei.nco 26· January 1950, l~aJtlSthan. as t-~ell as 

othor atat:ea of the Union, na~s~ acceded to the unifor-.tl 

triad of democratic polity, :!..e., tho 1cg1sl.aturc,. 

e~ecu~ive and jua1c1~1t'Y- the three organs t:Jf t'lOli.ty. 

'ihe \An1-cr£<nera1 kgislati,.e O::.xJ."f• Hajuthan Xl:lgisl<lt.1Ve 

Mne."W;)ly nan 'bean :eo.r.·Hted tht·oa.gn the seven Oencu:-al 
. 

~lectJ.ons s1nee the f:Lrst fomation in 1952. Tbe i;.;(jopla• a 

mpreaent.at.i'les to this leglelative bOO.y bave been, 

from tlme to time, neetlny at the Assembly Hall 1n 

.Ja1f,)l.u;. the cap1t.a1 of tho stat·et;· They con.uw:teo 

the proced\u:e:; to enact the leglslat1.ons with rega~d to 

social· &'e~.::JJ;1te.nentl7:!. The!.: legislat1ons, 60 far, en<!Qt.ed 

»y the people's x:epr:osentatiw$. S.n t.he seven ;\ssembltee 

bave b'aen e);;ecuted f:1t the council of t4inisters- tlle 

body eutanc1t.ed f.:o.:a tho msjos:i.ty pu1it1cal party J.n 

the state• tJ legl.slat.ive Assembly. These rJOOtJle•s 

~aicaa cons:.t.st. of the r:ei.>.resentetiVtts elected through 

the electoral pcocese. The polit.lcol. p.-1rt1e.s atG the 

very poli tied groups wh1ch involve 1n ccmpeti ti.t:nl for: 



contr()l of positions of pa.-1er 1n tbe above tlleflti.oned 

t.wo .Oooies t.htougb t.he elect.oL"al process~s. This 

coalt,,etit.ion ocdlx·e at. different social .levels • 

the state. district am self• govern.nent. th.x:·ou9h tt\(1: 

elect·rlt'al pJ:ocesses. The congress, eJ~.cept fot the 

thr:ee years• inte#luoe of the \Janat.e PC1rey, has tJeen 

sustaining as the leg!slattve ·p·a.~ty over t:he:a past. three 

aecades of tb.e democratic pel:.ttr 1n l'ajasthan. This 

ent.:Lce process of the fonnation and £unct.toning of 

the people's revcesentat1ve boutee of the above 

(rents.oned tbree levels t.nr:ough political ~)arttes 

constitutes the " politics• of the state. 

Thus, ttajasthan bas seen a Uansid.on from 

fwdali:Jm to the present demacl'att.c ~oltty. sJ.nee tJle 

dem,:.>cra.tJ.c politY baa been established within the soci<ll 

eon text. which continues to be feuualisti.e, the rx>l1 Uc.s 

1s Batut"(l.lly to be 1tlfluenced by the feudal past 

of the state. tm analysis of the natt~.re of the p,re~:;ent 

detnocra.ti·c pol:Lt.:tcs c.an help reveal tbe impact of the 

feudalism on the et.ate's politics. sucn analysis 1s 

to be followed ln the forthcond.ng chQPter • 



CHA?rQ\ 3 

, k'OLITICAL SYSTEM IN HAt.) AS~ 

P011t1cs tnay be stud1ed J.n lts two majoa- airoensioos. 

vte. str."\actul"al and operational. st.rueture of pol1 tlcs 

oonoists vtt~nari.lY of po11tleal parUes, eonatttuti,oo$1• 

&tntutor:y bOdies a11u adm1n1stratJ.ve fl'amework. These 

three compon.entD of the st.l\lctute have em inner .. regu1atoq 

mechaaisu-.. od.ginatcd in a.tl<i sustained tbrouf#l a system of 

their inner- connections anc1 1nt.et:aet1ans which &!t:e~e 

their bebavoioux- and pel'fOr:lnance, J..e. opes-at1ona1 dimension 

of pol!.tles. As such theee u.o <Umenslone al'e so tnte~spersed 

t.bat the one, undOUbtedly, ttaru»gl'esses the domain of ttte 

other-. ADd tb.t.s intartJpe&:'sJ.on Ul'~ to c11lb them together 

rather than to bifurc~te them ~ificially.1 1b1s aor:t. , 

<;;f telat1onabf.p varieD J.n its na.t:u:r'e at d,1fle&:ent level.a 

au~ &$ t~ state, df.stnct, end local self•govecnment. 

Hence, a pcoper unc1er:stand1ng of the. b1-ctoroonsiona1 character 

of politics nee4$ to be developed at. these three levels. 

'l'b.t.s vel'v approach hes been followed to study the poll tice . 

of Rajasthan i.n the p~:oceecU.ng three sections of this ebaptec. 

X 
1'tiB S'rATJS LSV£L 

This section pnsents a structural: and operaUonal analysts 

of pol1t1aal pal'tl.es, legt..elatS.ve ~seni . .lly and 
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I!!$ .RS11·t'fea1 e~t&~~ 

In order ·to grasp the notune of political .,at:t1es 

tn ·Rajasthan, a ttu;ee. foUl perspective • coutit.u1;ed 

of retl'ospe~ct!ft, contempOrary and p£"ospec:t1Ve• 1a 

necessar;y. 

'table 2 reveals political st~engtb anti social 

l~gl.tll\\&CY of the polit.lcal pan.tes ave~ e pec-iod of 

time tn t;he state legielat11Te AsSeinttly. The poll.t.tcal 

parties c&n be divided into the two categories, e.g., 

J.'\llln.g party and f.ho. totlp-~sitlon:;tsaJ:t:.1es alo%ilr.ltb 

the 1n4ependents. Of the only two ruJJ.ng parties.. the· 

congcess and the Janat.a partY* the foruler cou~~ wi~ 

a t>al'o 1najot:it.y ln the first.. tt'lil'd and fourth 

ASS~nbly,. a.tt it won a tbutnp1ng majority in ·the 

second. fifth i.IDd seventh QSSembly. The J.!lnata Party 

constituted of the ft>J:"tnar sw.atant.ca Pa.rey, Jan aangb, 

soeiaUst P.IU't.y and ano.rttya .KJ:'aftU ual,. e~rnacl 

three• fourth of 'the setlte in the sixth AD$eml'>ly. 

1'he nutllber of the opposition. l)arties decreased at. 

almost each successive ASsembly, wneteas the pr:oportl:on 

of collective r$p&escnt.at1on fi"U.iu the opposttiun v~ea 

1n 31.1 these six Asse,ablies shO"-"s no p.:edl.ctable std.ft-. 

'The Jan sangh is the only opposit.iotl part.y wn1ch 

muat.ained 0\l'et: a periOd of t.inle .• The p£"o~o.r:t1on of the 



- • r 

Pn:tty 

'iff" IIU ] Q ' 

C<mgteas 

Congress (0) 

swatanva 
pan;~ 

Jan sangh/ 
ah\l:X:af:iya 
Janata I?QJ.'t_q}' 

Ra.;o aaj.ya 
i?aX"ty 

sod. alia~ 
pat:ty 

TABL&- 2 

P~~Y PO.s.t·tiQn in; 'the i'ajasthan ~Jagislat;.i'V'el M~ly 

·'1951 - 1980· 
( ln pa~:een:t; of 1~ ) 

·-·j -~ ,. • l »l_.._.. _li_lilifii';!J6•--fll.t .. ,_ :r Uilfld .... ti • i_. -.. I f iC ·n_ n 

• T _1 11 JU n•u •- J lfl r 1 h:U ' - t Ye!£ 
.,_-,lli·~~j·· .. w IN! I:IIMillil" 4t i 

19S2 1951 1962 1967 1.972 
u-. ... _. ... ""*- I ............ -- & -· • ....,._.__ r_ --, u r _- :i1 ilf I ' j ••• i1.Jl .... 

82 119 as 89 14S 
(S1.l) (61.6) (50.0) (48 •• ) (78.8) 

- .... - - 1 
(0.5) - 36 49 11 

(20.S) (26.'7) (6.0) 

8 G 1$ 22 8 
(S.O) (3.4) (8.5) (11.9) t4 .• S) 

24 17 3 - • 
(15.0) (9.7) (1'1t7) 

t - s 8 4 
(0.6) (4.8) (4 .. 3) (2.1.) 

Praja SOCialist - 1 2 - -.?arty (0 .• 6) (1.2) 

~1shak LOk 
"' - - .. -Party (4+4) 

~-· 
#fWWt'W'IIriJit !l>i§l "' .. -

1917 1980. 

• ., ......... 
41 lll 

(20 •. 75) {66 .. 5} ,. -
- ..... ... 

U'l ... - 32 
(16,.0) 

... 

- ... 

- ... 

- ...... 

·- -



1957 1917 1980 

Bri.shak 1 - - - - - -l'lal:dOOJ:' (0.6) 
Pl:aja Pa~t.y ··~ 
(KI:ipala~u) 

H1A4\l 2. - - - - -Mabasallba (1.2) 

c .. P.:t. - 1 5 1 4 l 1 
(0.6) (2.8) (O.S) (,2.1) (O.S} (O.S) -

U'l 
c.P.J:. (•·ll - - - - .. l 1 II.) 

(0.5) (0..-5) .. 
Jatlata Pa~ty - ...... - .... - 151 -(75>.5) 

Congz;eso (U) - - - - 6 
(3.0) 

Janat.a 1:>ut:ty - - •. ·- . .. 6' 
( .Ja1 PJ:akasb (4.,0) 
Nar:at.n) 



1952 

.Ja."lata P•r~y -
( · Sect.tla.lt'• . 

Cht.tratl 
Singh) 

:tndependents 35 
(21.9) 

1951 

32 
(18.1) 

TAiAI..G 2 ( Contd .• ) 

1962 

.... · 

22 
(12.5) 

1967 

·-
19"12 

-
11 
(6.0) 

1.917 

-

--- -·~- ·- --·-

7 
(3.5) 

______________________________________________ ._ __________________________________ __ 

160 194. 200 

sources s, (1) Ra •.ast.han V_1tihan sabha sacbivalAua,.. · Jai.pur.. 1972. R ai astn.r~ v• uban. "" ~ • . . . ... Ill , ••• ·"1M. r ....... .. 
.i..abh!A 'ke. ag Vf:r:sh!- rtaJya KendJ:iya !'Jldranalaya. .Jaipur- p.13 

(11) M.y:coa tie..\ne.c:. 197s. lBf41Y, !hQ .f!2!.l§..J .. b PtElill'+JJ!.QtQ,.seles;~.ons 
of 191'7,. WaabingtoG, u.c. t ;u~d.can sntecp~se xnsut.ute for PU»iic POlley Research. 
p.1o2., aye · 

. (1U) .§1'1: §l~c::s&pq, i£2Sbur:e (_ 197ft. aft$1_ ·t9!!>,. 1918, .taect:101\ Co.1llnlssion 
of Indl.a., p., · _ · 

(1¥) Re rt. OD the . 
semb. ·ea..... ~ ·v 



A.noopcu\dent. c~ulUldat.es also fihows a grad.U.al aectease S.a 

the ASsembly. 'fh'*'s• .the· analysi.f;J, tnex·efore, J)rJ.ngs Ci\lt. 

t.wg facts .. f1rst. tbe;. vroJ.on.ged. austenance of the 

congress Pal't.Y and the J.aa :.~angb .and oecotltily, the 

gradual ueei1ne of the minorJ.ey vo11Uca1 peJ:t.l.es, as 

well as of the Independent ca.rKi1dates 1n the ASsCJntJly •. 

1'bese two facts a~Y~ tncilcative of the gr:aoual 

1nsti.tu.t10Qa1J.~atton of polittcal pa.ctt..es ln the 

state ( fot: det.M.11 sos table 2) • 

The abOve ell;pl.anat.ion cf ?011~lctal attengtb'\ 

anti social lsgitl!Jl&ey of political pat:tlo:s does not 

J:'$Veal the ~rue form of tlloc:l a1 leg!. tituacr. f,Cnem fore 

there requires futhor an explanat.10ft of t.he · 'tnw,;-nal 

composition of political parties. Lawtence L•Sh~Gd.e&"1 e1. 

st.ucly of 'the t«e!Qbe:r& of Leg1t1lat1ve ~c.asenlbly ( MIAS) 

ekct.ed after the first l)Jld the second CJesteJial ~lectlons, 

ae well as t.able 3,4 and S r-oga..C'ding caat.e (!omPQSS. tton 

of l'hL.AS elflct.ed after fo\u:tb. fifth and si~tb General.· 

l$lecttona r$Veal that. the congress Party tf.J tbe only 

patty which represented, hi..gher degtee of betorogene1t.y • 

The tout do:nin-ant castes• ar:anmans, RajpUt~l, i'fahe.jcaRs and 



TI\BLS 3 

Caste tP.t PaEty of MLAs 

Rajasthan LegislaUve ASsemblY 196"1-191'2 
· ( in pe~cent: ) 



T r lll-.-. 

congt:eS.s &wa:tant.x:a ,snaratiya attacUya 
i~ aan sangb ra:anu na1 SSP 

congmsa · lntie• 1\lt.al 
c.px (o) rJBDd&nts 

----------------------------------------------·--------------------------------------~ 

Mall 

1 
(1.0) 

2 
(1.,7)' 

1 
.(1 •. 0). 

1 
(1.0) 

2 
(1.1) 

1 
(1-.0) . 

-
-
-

-

- -

- -
-

•· -
- ·-
- - -

... .. 
-
- -

··-

·- -
-
- -

-
-· 
-

-· 

2. 
'(!.,.Q). 

· to • .'si 

1 .. 
(O.S)~ 

l -
(O .. S) 

2 
(1.0) 

1 
(O.S) 

Unknown 1 - 1 1 - - - 3 
(1.0) ts.o) (to.o) tl.tO 

TOtal ·· Ed liS. ' _· J! ·31· j - ,. .2o· ·• .. m , ··rb ...... ·• J_ H -~ !! 6 · i) I , 6 ~~--" .... ali .. · • 6. ,.. I§o 
a ,. • • 4~00~ -~ , "''"'" " (10,())'1 "'" ,100~ lOUT J109J (100), .,l,pO) (1q9) . . S!PP.J. l1£!.Qj, 

SQJ.Re s 1-tajastb~ V.tdhan sal*a sach1valay£W .tal pur~ 1911.. Ch.atlll:rthg ~!Ja&!a~- V1tJ!!an 1S<5!Ja 
a~ya Rl3ndrl.ya • .-aranaltW"a.- Jdipur. · . . 



• l " a- n au· 

Drabl:ttan 20 
(13.2) 

hajpu.t 22 
(14 .• 6) 

!iahajan 15 
(,9.9:) 

Jat 22 
(14 .. 6} 

26 
(11.3) 

ST 19 
(12.6) 

Ml.lsllm 5 
{3.3) 

Gtljtt~: 1 
(0.6} 

TAB~£ 4 
Caste by Part.y of HLi\s 

aajaathal1> L3gisla:to1V$ .usenbly. 1912- 1917 
( J.o. percent.) 

.:J<lllata 
l"'IJ:cba 

1 
(7~~7). 

3 
(23.1) 

-
·3 

(23.1) 

2 
(,15.3) 

2 
(11.3) 

-
-

sw~antra 
PUt.7 

"-~ ! 
'lo ~-. t- .. 

... 

-
1 
(33.-3) 

1 
(ll".l) 

1 
(33".3) 

-
.... 

[ 1 ·n . ' . 

en 

"- "'*" 2 
(100) 

- - -
2 - --(4<).0) 

- 1 -(100) 

- -
- ·• -
1 -" ..... 
(20.0) 

- ... ..... 

NJ '*•••·z I f_( I 4. liE: 

1" 24 
(12.5) \13.1) 

2 2.7 
(25,.,0) (14 .. '7) 

1 18 
(l.2.S) (9-.8) 

.. 
Ul 
~ 

2 29 
(25 .. 0) (15.8) 

... 

- 29 
(15".8) 

l 23 
(12.5} (12,.6) 

- 6 
(3 •. 3) 

1 2 
(25".,0) (1.1; 

contd;~· 



!4al1 1 
(0.6) 

xayasth 2 
(1.4) 

Yadav 2 
(.1.4) 

Sikh -
al.abno1 3 

(2.0) 
i4,l.nh;g 1 

(0.6) 
aagrt 1 

(0.6) 

Janata 
.• if.> reba 

-

1 
(7.'1) 

-

-

swatw"ltta 
Party 

-
-
-

CPX 

-
1 
(20.0) 

-
-
-
-

Unkn<.::Mn 11 1 - 1 
(1.3) (1.7} (20.0) 

·- ·-
- ·- -
-
-
- - -
- -
·• - ·-

' ~-tat 111 - . ill - i I.!. . Ill& jl . s i·-u a··wq "], 8 

- "' .. ll.P9J.... .... .S.lOO.l I ' 1100~ w llqP~ S12QI.. ' '(1QO) f ll;OO.l 

Total 

1 
li0.5,} 

2 
(l.l) 

3 
(.1.6) 

1 
(0.5) 

3 
(1.6) 
1 
(O .• S) 

1 
(o .• s, 
13 
('7 .• 1) 

• 0£ iia' 
1 (100) 

lifl}lj II IV l I 

SOUrce 1 Rajasthan V1tiban Sabha Sachlvalaya. Jaitur• 1976,., ParK:bGitl l\afas·thaA Vf.sban Sabh~ 
• U Jlii, (iilplfife'.a t - 1 P II d , •• .._. 

aajya Kendrtya MU<k'anal~ya, Jalpur. 

-
U'l 
CD .. 
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TABLE S 

caste by Pat:ty of M.LAs 
Rajas:thett ~gl.slat1Ye ASGett\bly,J.917-..1980 

( 1n pe~:cetat ) 

.... f ur·t~at _!ifl_ .• n.lTi&lt•r tn.t •• t 'J"q __ il'll ':ll?lft. tn- r·.·r·l·!i ,, __ !111·_ • llfCt~ 

I 

• p~~ 
..,.,., .. :,·wuli•···~• Jum-.t -,_•w•t rTaU:·~_.., '- .ea·41JtJ!I*i'Af·•-• :'"' 

• Co.n;cus _.,anata CP1 c J?;t (ft) ~?~:ogre• .tntie• ~tal 
., t'a•·tr setve pel\O!Iots 
• pa~ty 

111 - _- •• - ,! : 1 ' Jlfitftl - t_ r e-. J lJ :r; l lilli 1 it liJII f II J. t Xi ·1 7 ., . I I 

4 
~ (10.5) 

3 
( 1.9) 

3 
( 7.9} 

14 
(36.8) 
4 

{10.5} 

2 
(5.3) 

2 
(5.3} 
2 
(5.3) 

-

... 

2 
(5.3) 
1 
(2.6) 
1 
(2.,6) 

16 
(11.6) 

21 
u.s.3) 
18 

(13.1) 

16 
(!leG) 

18 
(13.1) 

26 
(lfh8) 

G 
( 4.3) 

3 
( 2.2) 

1 
( o.7) 

3 
( 2 •. 2.) 

2 
( 2.2) 

a 
( 2.2) -
... 

• -
·• -

-.. 1 
(100) - -

1 -(100.) 

.. .. 
- ,... 

.... -
-
"""' 

-

·• 

·• 

.. 

1 
(100) 

.. 

.... 

-

• (20.;1) 

1 
(20.0) 

1 
(20.0) 

J . ~~-- 1 

20 
(10.SJ) 

'25 
(13.7) . 

22 
(12 •. 0) 

32 
(17.5) 

22 
u.a.o) 
30 

(16.41 

• a 
( 4•4} 

a 1 
(40.0) ( 3·') 

-.. 

-

l 
< o.s> 

3 
., 1.6) 

2 
( 1 .• 1) 

2 
' 1.1) 

2 
( 1.1) 

1 
( o.,s) 

1 
(3.3) 

.T.Ottaf.'·ir lli!iltrM .• - a • u ·r •138' r ' • ill a 1 *'• rr}:- b· na,•u - •g-•• lto ., ~ •• ·taa-­
JJ. .. o.YJ. , ,~, ··-.. ~J,tpOJ I II {J.OQl •. _l\q~) . (19PJ~ .... J100J.. . ,Sl .. V.Qt •.• 

source o Rajasthan Vidhan sabba sach1val~ya, uaip.u:·.ltao. 
~~!!.'*a ~'J~~~~!. Y:.1.2!1P. .. ,S~.G:t 1p17 # ll~~ya itend~i.Y.a llt.ldr•'1aclaya. 
. pur~ 
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vats co·nstit\lted the major: port:.&.on of all the 

pol1tS.ca1 parties. Thu.s. this analrois speatte of the 

b~oader base of tba congreseJ patty and the su.statnea 

dominance _of tbe eour dOminant eaetes in the t101J.tical 

tro.u the aboVe analysts, there can il.rtber be 
' 

C!e<hloed certflin observatS.Qils • Fir:Dt.• tho congress Paarty 

and the Jan sangb ece the only p~t1es whteb have 

continued over a period of ume. The former: appear& to 

be the single lax-gest p.u-ty, revr-~senting bi~thest degr;ee 

of caste hetex·ogenet.ty 1n the st.at.e.1A8sembly. secon<.&ly, 

the fau: dom!ncnt cast~& tn the polit.tc:al put1ee are 

overtepresente4 as compared to tbeir proPOtti.on of 

J:'E:lpresentatt.on in the t.ot.al. population of the state 

( for detail 1 see ~able ~) • Lastly, fsom the otiLliation 

of the schedule4 castes ( see) .ana tho scheduloo Tribes 

(STo) mostly wi. tb the ,;uUng parties J.t •llaY not • wz:ong 

t.o p.aadiet that. the very soc1o- economic e;d.atenea of these 

castes acts M a conttngent upon their "e~J'esentaUon 

through tbe mli.ng party. Because the c:~tcatea from these 

castes stand possibly gr:eate~: chances to win on the ticket 

from ·the luling pany. 

Tbe abOVe eharc.u.::teristics of the politic~ ;?act:te.? 0'\f.~ 

their ortgia to the soeio• pol1t1e~t1. tlevelop:tten~s in the 

past of s..ajastban. ~he c.ongressL Party, • well ao :.ea&ly 

all e~rly ~or lenders of the Other parties of the state 
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have sigrd.ft.cant root& in the Praja t-sanual movernents 

o£ pre-independence· d.o.ys. · The Pt:aja ··iantlal lead.e"s 

were prt.neipally d . .c:awn fs.-um the arebmara and t1ehajan 

caatoa from. the towns arid cit.iea ancl they rcprestmte4 

the non• ari~toctatic u.cbaa elit<'ls of the ,:Jrincely 

sta~bs. They p::1matily eJ.me(l at the antJ....colonta1. 

suuggle and employed the Gandh1 an nofl•Yiolent techniques, 

emvnasi.~ng untty of all classes anfl castes. '4.'ht! socJ.al 

or:l.gtn and ideology of. these lead.ers, -~: ... ~as well as 

the opp&'eSslve measures o.f GWeJ:n!U3Dt. prevented them 

from develoPing e)tt.ensJ.ve tle$ in the couneq side,. 0\lt.sitie 
·, 

t.be Praja t-tandale si.nce 1920s there originated the t4at'War 

Ktnan. sabha wt of a social .c:eform ti.ClYem&nt 1n.tbe vat. 

region of Jodhpur state. The YOW2fd' Jat elite from this 

organi'latlo.n .based :their ideology atu.i &tcategy oa c.onfltct, 

clace on4 caste against. the tlug1rdar1 system which led to 

direct confrontation l)etween th• peasantsy attd the Rajput. 

Jag.t.rdars S.o the countryside., After the creatton of RaJosthaa. 

the lend$1!'s of t.he Marwar YJ.f!aD Sa.bba :nade attcnlpte to 

unite the Kt.san move:nents of the othear pares ot the state 

to l®nch a.. stat.e•'Wlde kisan tnoVement• aut the state•s 

heterogeneou.s caste acmeture, as well as ao.oo · of 

the Ja't lcadere• partJ.c.t.pat1on in bOth the Proja Mandals 

and the YJ..san sabba movements fmst~:at.oa that. atternpt.. M 

the congress PaJ:"ty was supposed to De opposed ~y the two 

9roups. i.e. • the RaJ puts .and the Jet& ln the countr. y .. d.de, 
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Parttcu1tu:ly s.n. Jodhpur D1vis1cm, the Ch1efi41n1st:er. 

Je.l Nua1n vyas opened rtegotJ.etlons with ooth the grc:n.ips, 

before tbe first General Elections. Ult1mate1¥ an 

a.gs;e&mant. with the t-tarwar: Kisan Sabha Gnlld ue arrived at. 

Aftet:' tlle f1lst General slectt.ons the r>ejputs also entered 

the congress Pa~:ty in ~co"aancct wt.th the Party's tJoltcy 

of J:Jmatlenlng the Da&c of 1ts political support. 1'hu$, 

the aomtl'iance of ~he fouc csstes .. Brahmans, najpu.ts. 

t1ahajans and Jat.s in the congaas Party, as well aa in 

the other pol1Ueal parttes ie e cont1nu1ty of their soclc­

polit.ic&l partd.clpation ln the PX'e•indepen®nce Rajasthan. 3 

fie~oJ.)er:s of the t.eg1ala:t1ve Assembly represent the .uaJor: 

bulk of political leaaetabip in llajastbatt. 'J:'hel.'efore., . 
an analysis of cotnposi tloo of the Assembly i11 tettfl& of aaste.s, 

education. occupation, age ami sex t:1l1 provide a general 

view of tfle. oasic characte~tetics of the state poli ti.cs. 

For tbls t:Au:pose, the fallowing analysis J.ncludes s1.x 

ASsernblies 'l>ihich have neen f:o.tmed since 1952. 

The four: polttically doml.uant; castes'!IOO arabmans, 

Rejpu.te, nahajans and Jata comp.c.teed 63 iJer cent and S7 

per cent. of the seats tn t.he fJ..r:::;t ana second Assembly 

respect1Yely • Based on the 1931 census. these cast.ett 
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cOni$Ut\lt.od only app~:old.tt~ately 30 pe:r cent of the state• s 

population. The H.t..,AO of the GUjar and ~·1al1 Ciistea 

togethea: tEtpresen~ 1 vet cent a.><W 4 per een\ of the, sea,te 

1n the $Ove mEUttioned two :r:espectlve A.Sse~t\bl1e:;=J, whereas 

they accwnted fo~ apprmtl.mctely 8 4· es::cent of t.be pop.1latLon 

of tho state t fo,;; det.ia1l1 see eaiJle 1) 4 • This p#eponde£ance 

of· t.ba pol1.tieally ,,o:~U.nant castes is. agatn ouser:ved in the 

fourth, fifth ancl ni.)(t.h Aseemb11es ( for detu:tl,·se• table 3.4 

ana 5). Hence, 'the oveX'Whelm1ng rep&:eeentat1on of th~ 

, .. ol.ttically do.m!.na..llt c:astas in the ASse..ub11es 1ndi.cates 
. ., 

the verststance of <l~minanee of t.he traditional leadership. 

The Jats showed a o1t exception i.n this J:eg&rd.. 'l'bey 

esteblisheCi the political aomtnance by vf.~:tue of their 

lmlne.r:icel stt:ength in certet.n regions and econowtc power-. 

The leMOns oeh1B4 t.ho dom1a1ance of the fou,; caoteG bocO\.ne 

ftlOJ'e a(lpU"ent OS the other; factors in t.he compos1t10tl of the 

A.ssem'blies al:'e analyaad in the proceealng discuseton. 

A positive. co•relation of soc181 statu.s and education is 

perceivable tlurougb all the AS.sernblies, 8$ the politically 

doml.nant ca.ates preponderate 4r•I.Ongst the mast. highliy edacated 

A'4.L.As in the Aese!ably. ln the fi.J"st and second ASse~l.lbly 

41 1>et:cent· to 67 perc.ent of MtAe ft:om four politically dOilli.nan:t 

castes tlere gr:c.duat.es ( a.A.) and this J.s SUbst.artt.ially lar:ger 



E&tcatton.al 
Levels 

&sa-
1\lnaa 

No i"O:t'tllal , 
EdUcation 

Prima&y 
SchOOl 

Middle 4 
school 

·Qeconaary 
(Higb) 

11 •. 

School 

Higbez- ... 
second aX)( 
scbool 

lnter:medlate 4 
(seniot: 
c 61\\t)ridge) 

oraauaticftb S'J 

.Meate#•a 25 

.oegsee 

T'ASU: 6 

saucatlon by caste of ~ 

Rajasthan t.agS.slative ASsembly 1961-1972° 
( in pet cent l 

C.;.lS~ 

naJ- aab- Jat sc S!r ~- GDJ- .t4a- [(~Mil 

P\lt: ajGD lim l,1l; 11 ($tba 

' 
..• ., 

; - ·- 4 6 4 33 so ,~, .. 
3 4 - 16 11 ·-· - - ·-
3 4 12 zs 38 - - - -
2.3 19 15 19 1.3 33 ~- - -
11 ·- - 3 - - - -
9 4 8 3, - - 50 - -
46 62 54 6 11 ·1? ·• - 100 

11 8 1.5 3 4 - ·- - -

Xada.v si.· als• .KU.:ru- cu.;.. TOtal 
kb bno1 h.U: te by ed-

un- \JCQ• 
tmown tion 

- - 3l 10 
(5.2) 

- ,, -- - ·- -
(5.8): 

- - - - 33 25 .. 
u.~.l) 

... - - - 33 32 
(16.8) 

- - - ... 5 
(2 .• 6) 

....... ·- ·- ·- - 9 
(4 .• 7) 

100 - 100 100 - 74 
(.38 ... ) 

·- - 100 - 19 
(10 .• 0) 

cont(!. 



zuuaat.lonol 
Levels 

MeO:tcal 
,g...!gree 

Engineeft.ng 
Degree 

Diploma 

&c.ucation 
Unknown 

TOtal. NU..aber 

46 

-
·•· 

14 

4 

RaJ~ tlah­
Pilt ajaa 

Ja:t. SC S'r ft~Sw Qlj- &• Kay- Ya4• Si• ata:.O:.. KU- Ca:;J..;;-cift)tat ____ . 
lim _. 11 astba tN kb hnol c.t'bt- t;e by eclU­

ar :un- eatim · 
kno-
wn 

23 ·se 35 3 s '100 100 .. 100 100. ss 
{.2~l.S) 

- - l - - - 100 ... -
- -

- a o 13 11 .... - ... 

6 4 
- 9 - - - - - -

- - -
-
-
100 - - .. 

2 
(.1.0) 

3 
. (1 .• 5) " 

8 
(6.2) 

of MLAs 2B 35 26 26 32 24 6 2 1 2 1 1 2 1 3 190 
(100) (100) (100) (100) 100(100) (100 (100) 100 (100)(100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) 

8 source 1 aajastban V1dbm sabha Sacb1valaya., Jai~r. 191'1.., gha~'th,a .Vidban ,S~fl•196"1• 
Rajya lt!Uld~ya I~ranal.aya, .Jal.pur. 

bGro.duation, be.s;:e. J.a takea as· the fl.rst. degree for; h1gher eduCation. t:llerefore.. bes:lde.s 
the degree o-f a.A.,i.t inc~w:tes, the l1LI\S holding degrees aucb as t•'hA·• u...a ... sngln.eencg 
and t+t!dical. 



E4uf:atlonal. 
~vel 

QO for.:ntl 
'' ' 

educaUOD 
· Pr.lrnax:y 
school 
tU.Ue 
~;chooi 

Secim4azy, 
(High) 
school 
Higher 
secondary 
school 
Int:er.necllia• 
te ' senior 
Ca.ubx:idge) 

Gradlla• 
tionb 

Master• a 
J)egree 

Ti\.dL& -~ 

&dUcation ny Caste of .1Ll\s 

Rajasthan Legisla.t,t.Ve .. l\SGemnl.y 1972•19?1(! 
( 1n. pe;n:ent) • 

a.r ah- R a:J- -<1aba- .:rat: sc ST ''!U.S• QIJ- 11&- Kay• J:ad- Sik.b Sis• I.tJl- Bag- cas•,. o£ 
man ~t. Jan li!tl .as: l.i astb av hnoi· rob• n te TOtal 

at ua- bY"· 
.. kno...UcaUon· 

WQ 

8 ·• - 3 11 t 11 - - .... - • - • 15 12 
(6.5) 

- - -- 1 21 13 - - ·- - - - - - 8 12 
(6.S •• 

4 4 11 7 21 30 - -· - - - - - ... 31 23 4\ 
(13.f) 

8 1 6 17 1 13 11 100 a 18 
... - - - - - (9-..35) 

- - - - - - - ·- - - ·- - - ... - ... -
•· lS ' 3 3 4 - 50 ... - ... - - - - - 9 

(4 .. 8} 

71 63 12 59 21 30 61 50 100 100 100 - 100 100 100 8 89 
(48.6) 

38 19 11 21 10 4 17 - - 67 -· ... 100 -- .... 30 
(16.39) 

-- _..-_ __::_.,._.--

con~/_.....,-

.-.~/ 
• ~-.of 

--=---yJ""f!j;/' 
'/' 

r 



r~dueaUooal 
LeVel 

LL.B. 

t!edlcal. 
Degree 

~.nginee-
J:lng 
uegl'ee 
otplozi._ 

Unkn~n 

'J'Ot&l. 
t~\lmber 
of :~ 

~SOl.U:ce ' ~abba. 19'72. 

arab• R,aj- .. "'\ab- .Jat sc sT tats- GUJ- -."Sal- 1<ay ... 
ntaA put aJM Um ar 1 asth 

50 33 50 34 14 13 so 50 - .. 
- - - -· - - - .. , ... -
- - ·- 3 - - .... -
s 11 6 - 3 4 - ·- -
- - - 3 '1 - .... - -
24 21 19 29 29 23 6 2 1 

haJastban V1dban. Sabha Sacb1v·al.ay a. JalpUz: .. 1~76. 
Rajya t<entiriya $lu:raaa1ay.a. Jap.u: .• 

~ r:Mv L/Ptlfttaifm Sa-Uk. 1:.. 
. I ' 

Xad• Sl• Jii.sb""' 1\.'\L-a- Bag- c;a,,.. $ of 
i?N Kb na bar: :-.t. ate t.otal 

67 - 100 100 100 

tm- .by 
knO-eaaea­
vn Uon. 

31 63 
(33.69) 

- ·,'IIIII - - - - -
·- ·- - - - - 1 

(0.5) ... 
8 

0\ - - - - - ...t 
(4.4) .,. 

- - - - - - 3 
(1.6) 

3 1 3 1 l 13 lSl 
(100) 

... •• 

Pancbam R!JasthM_ Vi. Chan 
IM iii d ~ - 't l. A 1 P;t .... 



TAlll.S 8 

&aacatJ.oa by caste ot 1UJ\5 
a 1tajasth<llft :Legislatt.1/e ASsenbly. 1977,. .19SO · 

( ln pez: CJnt) 

Bra- i:laj• :<-iah- ~:Jat; SC S~ l41S• Gaj• ~.-ta- ~ Xad- si.ld\ ai- sf.r.., Caa'te· % total 
hrnan. put aban lim · d' 11. astb s sh- vi. un~ D)' 

noJ.. wn-. educa• 
tlon.. 



TAaL£ e ( conta.) 

S4Ucationa1 caste 
LeVel 

-'Si~~te"'>- ,~, ara- ~aJ- tiah- Ja:t sc s~ fibS• GU.J• Ma- KaY• y~ ei• &ls- ~otal 
b.-nan .f.Ut ajan ~-n al" li ·aatb av kh bnoi vi unkn• -~bY ew• 

owD cation. 
:a ... 

Mast.er•s 25 28 21 19 5 20 13 - - 33 33 - - - 30· 
.Deg.ree (18.6) 

LL.B. 40 28 45 3·1 18 60 38 29' - 100 100 100 100 ... - 62 .. 
(33 .• 7) 

,-'1edi,cal 10 4 9 - s ..... - ... ,,... - - - - - ·• 6 
:Oegs:ee . [,. (3.3} 

6 «Sng1neer1ng - _, .... - - - . ... - - - 100 ... 3 
Degree (1.6} 

Diploma - - - 3 - 10 ... - - - ·- ·- .... - - 2 
(1.1) 

&ducat.t..on 
UnknOWil - .... ..... 6 .J$ 10 13 14 ~ - - - - - 9 

(4.9} 

--------------------------------------------·--~c-n-n•----·-N~--•-•r------------------------------------Total 
NUtnbe.l'" 
of l""d:al\s 20 25 2a 32 22 30 a 1 1 3 2 2 2 1 . 1 184 

(100) U.OO) (100) (100) (100) (100100(100) (100) (100) (100) {100) (100) (100) (100} (100} . , 

~QQrt:e : ilGJastbM Yidball Sabha S&cb!1talay~. Ja.\pur* .1980.- §!lHhtJ'Ia R.Alf5tb;:tp.'VJ.S!!!.i9 
s~ 1917. itajya Ken.drlya Had::analaya, Jaipur. 

bsor clar1f1catioa. see table 6. 

.. 
"' \0 .. 
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proportion than GtlY other eaBte g;foup,, with exception of the 

mamer1eallit insignificant Kayasth caete. lia:1\lolng the ft.ajpu~ 

tUAs, a l&r:ge n.wabeJ: of the other thl'ee dominant eostea 1n 

t;heae t.vo MsetntJ11es Ollta\ned lew degtees ana .tnast~r:•s 

degree. 5 Table 6,. 1 and e show rat:be.- an increase in the 

p"'oportion of the t-SLI'i.s fr•.lm the politically d01'111nant ca.'fitef) wbo 

had a.,A. degrees, law degrees and .t·iaGter•.s cJ>j;.greea. fot the . 

AeseaOlles as a whole, 51 per cent., 45 f.)t.u.cen.t.0 and J~ t~e&cent? 
of t.he t~tal .<4UA8 1n the .-: .,, f1rst, second aoo th!rd ASse:n»lJ.os 

Z:espect1Ve1y obtained S•A• degJ:"ees. On these thtee AG.S"eubl1e3 

tho Sll'Opc>J:tion of the ~t.t..~As who obtained ·ilil0tel:' 1 tr <legrees 

wos 26 percent, 28 PQt'c:ent and 27 per cent raspect1vely.8 At 

tba aboVe mentl.onec.i tb~ee levels of eflllcatlon there see.oo.d no 

s1;nif1cant change 1n the px-oportton of the dLfW. to tho · fouctta. 

fifth end ai.)tt.h ASse,ilbly ( toe uetai.l, sea t:able 6, 7 and S). 

social eta.tt.is and occupation ore also found to be ~gllly 

co•relate<i ln the ASser.nbly as the raost polit.t.ccllJ' <!lo.~Lftant c:ast4:s 

have a strong hold on the state • s maJor economic occupaelons.., 

5 Tbj,A 

~· 
6 ~bi§. 

7 c.l4 • ..:tatn, 1912, §ta~ ~jp.,s1t~hs 1Q ,lq4.,i/M t.Jew .Delhi• 
s.Chf1n4 & co. ( Pv'~.) Ltdw., l'•J6,. 

8 ·~ 



OCC:uS'atloa -iU:ah• 
·maD 

Agr1CU1t.u.re 14 

ausiness 11 

Law 43 

JWI.'llaliSli\ -
Teaching -
~-tedic:al 4 

t:nginee.d.ng -
E~·Prtnce ·-
Social 14 
work 

Othe:r 4 
£rofess1onp 

TJ\aLS. 9 

Occupat.t..un l)y c~ta of •·iLi\s 

~ajQS'tban Legisla;t.lve ASSGiiD.lY• 1967-1.972 
( in per cent.) 

Hii'fl•· 
_t 

. caste 
iad• ' . - !!li .. t_ • ]' t HI _ u_ l rtaJ• .Jat: ~-:c ST ~s- GU. - Ma• y.,_ay-

put. ajan .11m ars li astb ~ 

49 s 61 so sa 49 100 - .... ... 
8 23 • 16 e .11 - - so -

11 54 23 3 - 1"1 - - • 100 

... - .. -· - - - - - ... 

- - - 3 - ..... ·- .. - -
- ... - 3 ... - - 100 - ·-
3 - 4 - .... - ·- - -
20 - - - - 11 ·- - -
- 12 8 16 4 ... .,, - so -
3 - ·- 6 - - - - - -· ,._ .. .. i ' •n I 

&tm;;w.·itil- BPI 

~ot:ar-' Caste 
sh• :rbu untmo- .by 
no1 WD ~cup a-

t.ion -- ... .ItO() 67 84 
(44.2) - """' - - 24 
(12.6) - 100 - - 41 -(21.6) ....,J ..... .. ·- ..,, 33 1 ,..,; 

~O.S) - - - - 1 
(O.S) 

- ~' - - 3 
u .• 6l 

- - - 2 
(1.1) 

- - - - 8 
(4.2) - - - -· 16 
(8.4) 

- - - - " lltli. • J':l :·-u 11 . ' !~·ll • 1 

Contd.. 



Shah- ~aj- t~- Jat sc ST 
man put .:1.Jan 

·- ---

t'IIS• GUj• i4a- t<ay• Y ada9 Si't;b ai- . ~n- C...t&te T·~tal 
~i.m ats 11 astb sb- har. un- by 

no1 known occup-a-
t.t.on 

Oce$pat1on · 4 
Unknown 

6 - 3 - - -· - 100 - 6 
(3 .• 2) 

28 35 26 26 32 24 6 2 1 2. 1 1 2 1 3 ·ago 
(100) (100) (100) (100) (100100 (lUO) (100100) (10o) (100) (.100} (100) (100) (lOU) (100) 



\ 

TrulU~ 10 

occupation .by caste of i'UJ\s 
Ra.jastltan. Leg1sl.,attve Assetnbly~ 19?2• 1911 

( i.n per cent ) 

-----·---~~----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

S~ab- Raj- ttaha"" ~at 
man put; jan 

~a- w.. Ma­
lim Ja~:s U 

Kay a- Y <lda-v 
stb 

S.1~ .ai- i<Wn• 
sh• ha.~ 
001 

aa- ca- -ro­
gr!. ste t.al 

un- by 
lUI.• occ·­
own Uf',a-

t:.ion 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ag.tic:ulture 29 10 6 66 62 14 33 100 - .... 61 100 33 100 - 54 97 

(53 .• 0) 

atsiness 13 - 28 - 21 4 11 - ·• 50 -· - - - - - 17 
( 9.3) 

Law 42 18 50 24 11 13 13 ... ·- ·- - 61 - 100 23 45 
t24.6J 

JoumaUsua 4 - - - - - - - - - - .., l. 
( o.s> 

Teach! rag 4 4 - - ·- - - - .... - - 3 

' 1.1) 
33 ... - - .... 

E:M•Prince - 4 .. ... - - ... - - .... - - - - ;-- - 1 
( o.s> 

social work 8 .16 "' 3 -.~ -· - 100 so - 23 14 
( 7.'1) 

. . ..... 
w contd •• 
•• 



C~a•-Oe:<:.'Upat1011 . · ---
a!'!!r-aJ\P .... --""I,~ ... a-·]~"" ..... --~i1!:""'.:;ti~a-OilO---J~a""!· ~~"'!!SC!"!!!!·i""'M"-·~'!'!'o:•T~_ ---1-·tU"!'"S----~·GU!!"':_-.J:--~---,4-a---KJJ.Y~'!""as--':-.' -. y~" ~ad~---av"!""""'~s~i~'k"!l!'!i-·"'!'!!if~~-~ ·--,_. ,.~~~--. ~aa!!.W'· ....,--~C-a-:..-"'~'.to~--. 

Othes: 
P~ofe-
Ssit>ns 

OCCUpe-
t10D 
unktlowr!. 

· tnan .. ut, J iltl 11~11 cars U th sbnoi mb- gt.L ste tal 

- - 3 - - - - -- -
• - - - 1.7 -· - -

24 .21 18 29 .29 23 6 2 1 2 3 
(100) (100) (100) {100) (100) (100(100) (100) (100) ·(100) (100) 

- -
- -

ar un- by 

..... 

... -

knevcc• 
wn upa­

tion 

- 1 
(Ue5) 

.... 4 
(2.2) 

1 3 1 1 .13 183 
(100) (100)- (100) 100100(100) 

... 
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Agriculture 

Business 

Law 

Journalisf{l 

'1'e a.chlng 

~1edlca1 

S>.•Pr:ince 

social work. 

OCC\lpatton by c.J.Ste of l~ 

~ajastban Leglslauve. AS~mbly, 1917- 1.9ao 
- Q 1 .. IF &Wi i- - "J ( i~ ~.ef c~n-~ ) • !tiC •• d~L at'-f L JTiiAli )WI.B. 'u_r •• - af . X _lf 

· ,. . .. "' _-_ .cast'S 
-&r;s..; aaJ- r.1illi~' aa~c;~· :Sr' . i!iii-:, 01- iia- KOy.-. i~sl-'"'" . ilih...: sl~- cas-·. er'QGX ( 

m.t.a t<ut J.aa - lim . Jar 11 astb kb ned Vi:. te by 

10 60 5 18 36 ao 37 C6 

s 4 11 3 9 - 25 ... -' 

25 16 41 13 16 - 25 14 

20 - 5 .... - - ·- ,.,.. 

- 8 - 3 ... 1 13 -
10 4 9 - 9 - ·- -
- 4 - - - - ·- ... 
15 - 9 - 5 - - -

,..,...__.. .... 

- - ..... .... 

J 100 ... .... ..... 

- 100 100· so 

""' - ·• -
- .,.. - -
·- - - -
- -- - ... 
.. - ... 50 

50 

-
50 

-
-
·-
...... 

.... 

· · - un- oc:cu.• 
known pati.on 

- -
- 14 

- -~ 

- -
.... -
- -
- -

91 
(49.-S) 

12 
,6.S) 

'3'7 
(20-.1) 

5 
(2.'7) 

6 
(3.3} 

1 
(3.8) 

1 
(0.5) 

7 
(l .• S) 



T.c'\lllB 11 ( conw.) 

Drab- il.aj• Maba- Jat. SC ST ;:iUS- GJ.j- Iota• !<ay.,; Yacla'fl Sik.- ai.S• SiS'• Ci!D• TOtal 
man pu~ jan litll ar lJ. astb. b hnoi V1 te bJ' oc<:u-

u.c- patton 
'known . 

Otber 15 .... 5 - 5 l - -- -- - - - - - 1 
P:l'olo• (3.S)., 
ss1ons 

Oce\apaUOD - 4 9 3 18 10 •· - - - '""' - - - - 11 
Unknown (6.0) 

TOt-al 20 25 32 3a 22 ao 8 '7 J. 3 2 2. 2. 1 1 184 ... 
Number (100) (100) (100) . (100) (100) (100)(100)(100) (100) 100 (100) (100) (100) -(100) (100) (100) 

'0103 

Of MLAS 0\ 
... 
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TAaL& 12 
Age• str:ucture of Rajasthan Leglslf!lti.Ve AS~ly 

. ' . 

25-30 
' ,· . 

. ·~'. . 
30,35 

l 

J-..o 
l' 

l 
./40-65 
l 
1.·45-iSO 

so-ss 

\ ,5S·.SO I 

~--
·:.\ \ ·i1 
!;''60 & abOVe 

... , U. P IiiiA 

~tal 
NUinber Of 

from 1967 to 1980 

( in pel' cent. of MLAs) 

1 
(3.9) 

16 
(0.9) 

49 
(27 .J) 

43 
(23.1.) 

34 
(18.9) 

14 
·:I 

(1.9) 

9 
(5,.0) ·' 

' 
e 
(4.-6) 

190 ( , .. 
(100) ·. '/ ., 

Pertoa of ASaemblf 
. . ', .. 

• (2.2) 

11 
(9.5) 

46 
(25.,7) 

39 
(21.8) 

24 
(13.4) 

12 
(6,.7) 

1 
(3;9) 

.a $. l' ···- i1 ., t t 

t911.So 

16 
(B.9). 

3.3 
(7.3) 

31 
(17.4) 

38 
(l1.4) 

18 
(10.1}, 

22 
(12.4) 

10 
(5~6) 

119 
(10-0) 

• Will 'Iii'- t •.•• ·_ •. . • p 

\ I , ~ 

.~1 ·a:;J 43~~;o/_ · x2 • 43*9 
, r 

o1 .• · s~rtt··· o-:a es s.o 
x3 = 44.6 

c:f3 0 9.6 
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·. egtJ.cult.ure, business enu legal p~actlce. And this fact 

ag-n has been obse"ed in the foUJ:th, f~ftb and slxtb 

asee.airlly ( foro detail. aee table 9,10 end 11) • 

With 1S::$f41'd to the eex co:nr.>ositJ.oo. tJOl'G:!tn representatives 

co.nsti tutfKl 1 l)emnt, S per: cent, 4 !*I' cent, 1 pal' cent, · 

11 per: eent. 6 pet cent and 4 pel' cent in tb.e seven 

reapoct!ve Ar~eemb11~s. 9 mto mitiO# and Stagt'l$111; pol1t1eal 

reccu:itment of women HLI\$· ln the Mseiabli.oe may be taken as 
' 

a Rf1ect1on of the state·• a soclo- economic baoi;waf.\1nese ano 
: contlnl.lOUS ·.fedGl hold. 

%a hspect of the ageil\ll s~tru.c:ture oi the ASsemblies,. it. has 

beet&. fQUQ.d that tba apresentation of MJAs wid\ age• g~p 

of 31~0 .const.1 tuted a majot pat:t of ell tb.& AE~seml:t11es1° 

,( also "" table !2) • The pRpondel:'anee of MLAa at tha obOVe 

~t.1one4 -~wp may be a renlt of tbe p.r:epOQderSlce 

of ch11cu:en and old- people ln ~ state• s pop\illation WbeRd.n 
. . 

the age~oup of 35-60 consUtutes tho majo~ bUlk of tbe 

P<'lp\\latJ.on.Paltl:r it. llJ&f 0e taken u an impac·t; of the state• s 

feuacl ana Patrtarcld.c past., 

'.l'tl\le; the bigb social status corresr;arldJ.Qg w1 th an 

eelUcatlon of gra.~~ton level. an.<J, ct l~t, my of tbe 

nl4ljor: occupat.lons .. agriculture, tawiness and legal p:-actLce, 

maeeuUne gaa4es- ana age-gJ"OUp of 36..,50 ere the pr!ll'ClPal. 

pt:erequt.sit.es for the poUt.tcGl leeaehbip lD Rejaatban • 
.... ~ -_. _,.. 1 .. ~ l -·· 



TAB IE 13 

Cast~ composition and Regional Distribution in Rajasthan's .. 
Major Cab.inets :from 1951 to 1981a 

( in pe!rc:ent of ministers} . :~ 

·-... 
} .. , 

C:abiriet Caste com12osi tion • .. GeograEhical distribution - • b • Code Nos. size arah- Raj- Ma)Ja- Jat sc ST Nus- Kay- sis- KUm- •Eas- Dry sou- southern 
man put jan li.m asth hnoi bar !tern thern Plateau 

,Plains Hi.gh-
• lands 

' 
I 10 so 10 20 10 - ,. - 10 - 30 40 20 10 

'II g 63 - 12 12 12 - - - 50 12 38 -
III 9 67 - 12 11 11 - ·- 56 11 '33 -
IV 8 63 12 12 12 so 13 :31 -

33 
...: 

v 9 44 - 22 22 12 - ~ 22 33 1.1 \1) -VI 10 so - ~.20 20 10 - - 40 20 30 10 

vu 6 so ·-· 33 17 - 67 16 16 

VIII 11 27 9 27 18 9 9 ... 45 18 18 18 

i- .:o. . ..... ,.. ,..., ··. " . ·t··, . '1 r., 1':: t:J 
· .. 

1 • - : 3:.3 
.. ·-. ~ -. "": . .., -

.;._l .,_-...,i..:;,,~. ~ ' '11'., .• .: .:.. ..1 . "'--J-lo'" ~---- .-~· 

IX 8 25 12 12" r2 
:-· 12 12- 12 

.•. 2s::- ·,37 '25>" 12 -· 
X 14 29 ·}J. " 14 7 7 7 14 7 1 29 21 36 14 .:; -

contd. 



8 soutces : t.Rajastnan Vidhan snbha sachivala.va. .:JaitJUJ.'• 1972. Rajasthan Vidbtlft sabha KB . 
20 Varttha,. Rajya Ken4t:1ya ~.wranalaya. .JQ1t.l'U•PP•162-9 

11. ltlDI.l\( Yeur !JO;)k) ~ -1973-1982. 

u. .• ~eb 196.2 t:o Ap.r:ll 1967 
x. ~>J:ll 1967 to ~y 1971 
n. vuly 1971 to ri<:lrcb.. 1972 

~1:1. •1a.Rb 1972 to Oc:to»er. 19'13 
.xn.x. OCtober: 1913 to st.at:b oeno:al slec:tiotlS 

>..!V., I<l&rch 191? to SeVenth ~neral. ~lectlons 
l\.V-~ 1980 to ~ly 1.981 

l\.V.t._ ~ly 1981 ~o tl~r 1982. 
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P.egtonal ~epAsen~aUon ift 1\ajasthen's f'1iljO:t C.abJ..oets ay Caute '- · 
of. t-tird.st.ers. 1951- 1981 a 

( 1o per cent) 

3 4 5 2 4 1 -· - 1 

1 .. • - .... - - . ... - - ... , ... 1 1 

.. 1 1 .1 1 1 - l l 1 1 -
1 41!'· - - 1 1 .... - 2 - - - 1 

per:, ... 
cea.-
,t.~,i,.~ 

..... .... 33 
(62.3.) 

- - 3 (S.6) 

1.- 10 
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- 1 .., 
(13.2) 

... _JI ,-· ---------------------------------------------
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sou them 
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SOUtbeJ:n 
Plateau 

' 
X 

.i t? 

2. 

-

It xa IV 
* • I 

1- 1 1. 

.... -

v Vl: V%l: vxa D. 
Ji:Ld fYtKH~~s·ij· I 

1 1 1 1 .1 

• - - 1 .. 

X XI XXX J\I.Xl XIV ).V >.VI 'rota .... . . • t ___ .. "' _ Jar 

2 - - 1 - 1 - 14 
(51.9) 

.... • - - - .. - 1 
,., .. . , ... , . 

I 4:1!:..,. '· • (~tt;!l . 
~tal :a1 

iM4 t. J iCW- --· ... , 7JIIJI ' ' I ·; ,_. il ..... ,Iii _j. .... ' .... IS • rtq· Ui iiil'l"i!lllli SJ(·y ·-'~(\01 • 

. .c::astern 
Platns 

sou, the en 
H1ghli1124s 
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a sources , (1) Rajasthan Vidbaa Sclbba sacbivalay~. 
~'ld:ranalaya. Jaipt.u:·. pp.i62•9 

(ii) INDZA ( Yeas: aootd 19'7'3- 1982 

~o.r cal:d.net codes# see table 13 .. 
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M eabi-t c;oinprises the state • s itOt> leadet"ohip, 

an analys~s of comPOoit1on 0! •no,Jor cabinets may be mo::e 

r:eveall.ng of the · ebaracterlst.l.cs of let.Wersb:t.p 1n 

najuthan. 

T.!.Ole ·13 ~eve ale cont1 r""OU.$ <loratnance of! tbe 

three pol1t1cally ClOmi.nant cast.es• sran,nans. t·t~aJans 

and Jats t.hl'W9h all tba 16 cablne'ts uoo~J;t:ar,.en fo~ 

study. The repz.-es..;ntatton of tn.esf! el\ree Cll.\S~s tn the 
··-

cabinets is man.y: times higher as compa~ ·to their· 

represontstLon tn ·the legislative {la.rt.y. Legislat.1ve 

ASsembly ana PQP'llat.lon of the state ·( fo:t corapa.r1aon, 

see t•le 1, 3,4,; 5 ~ 13). 'J.be represent.attoo of 

aran~. antl ,,ltd'l.ajans i.n the cabi.n\1\ts o~_ fv.Jtn 

tl'u~·ougttout the state, notMi·tbetand1tlg their ina,Jor: 

eoncentt'llti®S tn the Ensf~rR Plai!1:.J ana the souttwcn 

highlandS tesrx:~ct!valy. The t:epr:esentat.Lon of the Jatos 

has beEm c:.>oce:tltl:t<ited in the or~ nglol\ of. the state 

< for det.a!l., see ~able · 14) • ~ee eOtlCl!U'lttatlons o£ 

· the thtee ciout!.nant CU$tes :i.n the <:ebinets: accord wl tb 

t.he n,atu.:e ~1f regional <U.strioution of ~ese castes 1n 

the at.ate' s p0£JU1a;t1on.. 'the ,;epreseatatf.on. of SCs vas. 

for the first tS.1Be• tncluoe<t J.n tr.e sucona e-J.net 

and eve£' since i.t t:e&nainea below half of thtli.s: 

re~J:resent~tlon ln the Lcg1.slative Pact.y and :i:Rgislat1ve 

ASsealbly •. Lc the e1gh~cab1net the STs end. the 

Rajpuu wel'e rep.resent;ed fo.r: d'ae f10t time •. 

Ever stnce tne Rajputs have gradtutlly b<JeoLoa ·the fwc-th 



C·:.J.binet: 
·cOde b 
nu:,bars. stat second• 

a~ 
sebool· 

X 10 10 
I 

It 8 25 

III 9 22 

IV 8 12 

v 9 33 

VI 10 20 

VlZ 6 1.1 

VI.tt 11 9 

Dt a 12 

~ 14 , 

GdUC!lU1;:m 1n Hajasth.an·•a I"iajor Cabinets 

fs:ora 1951 to 1981a 
( .ln p,;.x-cent of ministers) 

&titlcatlon 
-

tU.gtter l:nter:• Gxa&.t- M~lste.c:• a Lt..,&. .Engj.n-
second- media- at.i-on neg~:ee: eed.ng 
ar:y to 
sch~l 

·• - ao - 30 --- - 63 ll J8 -- - 67 11 33 -- - so ... 12 --
-- - 61 22 56 --
•• - 80 2-0 10 .... 

-- - 83. 11 61 -· - -· 91 18 64 .. 
- ·• '75 25 38 -- 7 79 14 64 "' 

un-D1plo- P1."1- knQun ma vate 

-- - 10 

-- 1.3 .... 

11 
.. - - ~ 

12 
-4:-... -- -1~ - -- -- ... .... 

-- - -
- - -
- - 12 

7 - -
-contd •• 



second- Higher Zntes:- G:tad\aa- 1'-'la.Stel'• s t..~.n.B. £ng1D• uiplo- P.r1.. uo-
aq Second- medlate U.OD Degr;ee ee&'lng· · ma vat.e nnown 
school a.cy 

School 

l\X 10 10 - - 90 10 so - .. ... -
XII 1 14 - ·• &6 29 11 - ... - ·-
XIII 8 13 ... 13 7S 38 15 ·- - - -
)..IV 12 8 - - 7S 33 42 - 11 - - .... 

'lt.V 1 - .... - 28 2S 43 - .. 43 
:co - Ul 

'" xvx 6 -· .... - 83 so 67 - - - 17 

a sources .J (.1) Rajasthaa Vi.dban sabba sachival~ya. Jalpu:,1972. l~ajasthan 
Vi.dhan sabba ke :ao varsba• Rajya Kendrlya l11.ldranalaya. Jaiput. · · 

U.i) lriD:tA- 1913 - 1992 

b Po.r; Cabinet. COdes• see table 13-. 
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Q:WP;\T,Xa'Ji\L CO~·U~t~1{A~ OF i\Au~t.STtl''ti•s •iilrlat C.-\JUNSW 
. . . a flt'om 1967 to 1981 

( iA pe&cen't .) 

• 
·4· ·roo, .. ,. ··r: """' "· ., · t · Ett:il l 1f ·n·'ma Ill · r u _ 

a-:-. nlli: Ji u - t 1- a· 1 l'J Jf)iif _ Ull 

3 3 
( 21.4) (30.0) 

Legal Pt:ac.Uce . 4 
(28 .• 6) 

Ex-Prince 1 
( 7.1) 

1 
(10 .• 0) 

4 
(40.0) 

6 2 
(42,.9) . (20.0) 

!~ Jd ... w lA 

... 

-
1 

(14.3) 

1 
(.14 .• 3) 

1 . a •• .-. 
3 

(31.5) 

1 
(12 .•. S) 

4 
(SO.O) 

.... 

.... 

-
'. _ JU 1!11- 'M~ -flllli81 

lij !f lrl .... 
3 

(.25 .. 0) 

.... 

• (33.0) 

..... 

1 
(33.3) 

4 
( s .• 4) 

• 1!f -
3 

(42.8) 

1 
(14.4) 

3 
(42.U) 

• 

1 
(16.1) 

1 
(16.-7) 

2 
(.33.4} 

l 
(16.7) 
1 

(16 .• 7) 

6 .. 
I 1001 (.1QQ;t • , 

T .~.: ••• II:IIT • 1 - 4 - . (1C.K11 
,. Jl t . ... . 11¥1 

a source a Rajasthan V:Wbon se.bba Sach1val~ya.. J.lipu,.r -
(.i) cbaturtba. R astbaa. vtcban sabb ,. 

(:11) Panchl.in\ R aDtbi:A Viahdft Sab;la 
<. 111) Sbasbtha KaJasthan V1dban Silbbe 

b;por C®lttet COde::i, see t.able 13. 

.. 
TOt.~ 

.r:~ 

15 
(23.4) 

3 
(· 4.1) 

24 
(37.5) .. 

1 ('0. 
( 1.6) 0\ 

12 ·• 
(18.7) 

9 
(14.1) 

64 
,, (J-99,) 



41-45 

61-65 

TOt4 .. 

TA.dl.if 1'7 

AG&- S'1RUC'l1JR8 Oir l~J\S1.'1Wl•s ~\JCR Ci\SlNl:i.TS 

i'ROi~ 196? ~Q 19818 

• • • • • 
t X 
• • 

l 

1 

3 

-
-

.. 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 

·-
-

14 10 

. ' 

dliltx llittZI: r· n - .·: .x~u 
J\X.t l<.ll !. :UV 'AV . XVX . T9ta.a. 

- 3 

3 2. 

3 3 

1 - l 

- ·-
·• 1 

·-
1 8 12 

-
2 

-
3 

7 

-
(%) 

6 
(9;.4) 

'20 
(31.2) 

3 19 
(29.'7) 

1 8 
(12.5) 

1 3 
( 4.,1} 

.. 2 
( 3.1) 

l 6 
(19 .• 4) 

• '"*' 

•n i?fr ... ,. wr · t ·- J .I n 1 4 '11111 -. if IF $ 

64 
(1qOi -... =Ill ,... ... 

Usou:rce l Rajasthan Vldban sabba Sacb1Valaya.- Jdpul:'l (i) Chatu.rt.ba 
ka.1astban Viuhan sabba.1967 ; (11.) PaDCba!o R.ajdatba Vldhan Gabha,1.9121 
(l.U) sba..<~btha R~asthan \1i.Ob~3B sahha~ 191'1. 

bFor: Coblnet. coaee. see table- 13-. 

... 
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aomtnant caste in t.h.e cabt.nets. 'l'be x-epS'esentat1on 

·of the arahmans 111 cabinets since ttn eighth cabinet shows 

a gradual decntase \'lftd.eh .nay be t-aken. as , a gene rd.. 

a,r:oa<lenlng of the Ca!lt.ebaae of tne Btate•s cabinets. 

'the major iactora behind th1s tre.n&it.S.on in the. caste 

base of the cab1nete were t the eaer:gence of oon•Psaje. 

t1anOallat minlste~a, aad ~ cu.lm1nat1on of the process 

of QS~milotion ot tJle. Raj put artstoctac;:y i.n ·the congress 

par:ty, t.boa<;h 1 t was still puUal. ';t'be ~ap~:ee~t;nltatt.on 

of sea wae 1ne~ l.n the second cabinet .• 

tt has been Observed fc-otn table 15 that ~ majox: 

part Of the nd.nist.ere 1n the cabtneto Obteined a.th 

Gegr:ees. law eegJ'ees cud maoter• a degceea. Table•16 

rov•als that IOOSt Of the tl\1n1st.era bftd agl'lclllt.u.:e 

ana legal pt'act1ce as theiJ" maJor accupauona. Wbe f1r;:~t 

9 cabinets repccuten.te4 the J.n1nl.stc£"s who wet:e born ~t.ween · 

1900 and 19l.t11,. i.e. ttter eo;.oposed the age-group of 

35-60. t40St of the £1.1.n1st.eJ:s 1n ~ cabinets formed 

between 1967 Qn4 1981 co.upose-4 the age•Qt'O\lP of 46•-55 

( for ,aet.a11 
1 
see table 17). 

ThU.e• the ana1vs1a of the eablnet,e also re-e~asiaee 
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, the fact tho~ the trac.U.tJ.onal leadeX$1\Lp. i.ncluutnu 
.i·' 

1 the newly e.mesge(l Jat; leadei'DhiP• bas been ·4omlnating 

over the past tbl'ee. &lcades of :the· c:temocr:atto p011tS.ca of 

aajaetban. Tble fact may also be obseJ:Vec.\ f~om the analysis 

of the w.re~ctatlc PatteJ:n ln the st.ate. 

~ aucre&UA,I:!tl.c Patte~ 

aus-ea\ler:acy J.s a macbinas:y for the 1mp1emencnt10D of 

dectsione tGt=n bf' tho politt.cal 1eacienth1P•M such a 
uentmen.t of w"eaucr:attc pat.ter:t.l vJ. tb :P::g:Qrd: to lts or:ien• 

t.ad.on. eoost.it.utton and 1nte~ac·d.on witb polJ,.ttcal 

1eatler:ob1p may furtbe'" help Wldentand the pol1t1ce of 

Rejaethath 

. DesPite the fact: that the pnncelJ statss wese ot»l1shetl 

anct the democt:atic 1.nJJt1tut1ona had been cl'eateOt yet tn1tlally 

the state bad to adopt. the '8 regUlatoq tt\ure41Cracy0 '
2 in which 

the &ecN1tment of pet:sonnels was over:r14deo wl. tb consJ.der:nttons 

of t:ta4S.t.1ona1 uta~ e.n4 famllr Lnflwmce catbu than indi.v1QU.al 

uwsr1t. 13 In, an effoJ''t t.o convert tbat J:egulatoty J::N.;-eaacracy 

into the ., CleVelopmontal bu.reaucracy•14, the etate. ~lie 
sesvice Cc>a-nissl.on was 1nst1tuted for eeleed.on of aeunJ.oist.~:at.1ve 

· 'ttr' t _ - _a a ··- 1£ s a f!I• 

12Tbe a regulato.r:y b\t.r:eaucr:acy* is prtmo.r11y ei.med at 1» 
car'lf cut. the ~les and nJ9Qlat1ons from. the pc;~Utieel 
authority. It had been a part. of the poUt1caJ. ocganiGQ.Uon 
of p~:i,ncely states eld.etets in e~l1e.a: aajas'thath. 

13s.v.£«P;ekar aula.L.P&rll. lte,lOr:t.s on 5!'!t &nJSan CU:Q!Fal 'lee. d. . 19. S!.St. . 22~~ ,, . " , , dL-1• IU. •. . . ' ... !. . II . 2!!1... . . • P• ill • 

14'ltle "aevelopnental i'Al.l'e(j.J.CE'acy• u ol~ned at to ear:;y ou1t 
tbe. aevelopma4ta1 pr:oga:am;nee <lec1de4 by the polS. tical leaders. 
bi.p foa: the aoc1o• economic development of masses. I.t 1s a 
chaJ:actertstJ.c of a \<le1fa&'e state". 
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j~dtctal _GR4 po11ee personnels whf.ch helped ~o provide 

a coamon bu;;eeuc.:atic •:>attem of admtn1stt'atloa at 

dl.ffere.nt levels of the political organ1eat1on J.n the 

st.ate.. Thel'e have been a series of &we1opn-ent.a1 

ps:"ogranmee 111:e cooperative movement. Rajasthan canal 

Project and m&nJ othet:s for the welfar:e of masses, wt 

the 1Dte$'•t.rn4 .t. .. ntra-xegS.ooalis.rn among ~be pol1t.tc.al 

leaaersh1p have, t.o a largo extent.. left. even the ru:.-w 

patt.ern of bUre&Uct'~ wi tb 1n.ef!ectiveneas. Hence, 

the h1stodc1t.y of GOCLal str:ucture, the COinpOS1tion 

of po11t1cal leade:rship and the level of uocio• 

econ~n1c aevelo~nt have eombinedly abaped.tbe 

nat.u.~e of b\u:eauc::rotic pattern 1n hajasthan. 

Thus. the aiXNe mentioned co..nposition of all 

the three nlaJOt p.arts of the polJ.tteal e~Ncture• . _ 

the pcltt.ical parties. the lt'Jgi.slat:l.ve Assembly and 

Cabinet and the w.reeuc.r:attc pattern ceveala the 

tra4i.t.tonalt.zat1on, of ~ eteroocratic politics in 

Rajasthan.. aut the abOVe sttuctural. analysis nr.a~ to 

be unde~taken t..n tex·rne of ~ operational dynamic:n tih1eh 

eJtt')()SU the way of funcuoai.ng of the tracl.t.t:1ona11•4 

chat'acter;· of the st.a~ • po11Uc:s. 

on the eve of the first. aener$1 Elections the 

R ajpUt. • $.J.71stoccacy and the conJr:eos Party w.t~ the only 

two sources of pol1t1c&l leadership ln Rajasthan. The 

~teJp.~t.e continued thel.t earlier diffe-rentiatlons of 



Qf;t:e~t regionally limited class 1Qfaltlee. tn the 

first ~eral elections the .Kshatr1ya .·lahasa.bha- the 

centt:al coordinator of the jagltdad. cla$s exte:tu.leci its 

~pt>ert to the bs:'Olad c:oal.t tton of aajput canaioa.tes fl:'o.'"tt 

seVe#:'~ parties, as well as independent <:4tldtdates-. 'a'he .. 

iegionelly llml.ted Ram Rajya Part;y WldeJ: the lea<~e~sM.p# 

of the ~1a.~ar:aJa. Hanuu•ant Singh of .:ioelbAtr could ~P 

31 of the 35 seats of M.L.AS in JodhP"l' 01V1sion,. Wt 

.by the end of 195$ the R4jputs h.ad been dlv.1aed 1nto the 

esnall QDd lEU'g!! jagl.rdars td. th regard to the eet.tltlt~ilent 

of issue o! resumption. of jagirs. In the 'thlni Genetal 

Elections there e:ne~ged the 5WCJtant.ra Par·t:y ·under the 

leadetsbl.p of the .iiaharan1 Gayatn oev1 of Ja:lp\U"• lt 

woe the second largest PaJ:'tY ln the eecond and tbit:d 

Asscuib1y, though f. t watJ also limited lliOstly t.o the Eastern 

PlaiArJ. t41th the decrease J.n the strength of '"he swatantr:a 

Par·ty in the fifth General Elections, the R~Jput 

ad.stocrac:y lost fo~ ever any pany ~cesenttng thelr 

interests in t.be state's Assembly. 

With P.tspect. to the congress the lnttt"a•party 

fac::Uonalism hes obi.ll:act.er1!'.\ed the party since J.ts ver:y 

cc~ation ln Rajasthan. The three regtonal factions .... 

Udalpwr# JodhpUr tL"ld Jalpur headed by M$ll$.klal Verma, Jal 

Natain V'fos end .Heeralal Shastri x:esvectively p.r:eva1,1oa. 
I 

upt.o 1954. These fact1onu involved tn confl1ct to forut the 
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first ministry of the state. And, la.ter, it was the 

pers!stetlee of this conf~1ct that the mt.n1otty headed .. by 

Heet'alal shoe:tri• Ho.:ne t"11n1ster- saC'(la.r Patel • s nomf..nee 

wsa clisplaced wit.hln a few weekS efter Patel•s Cle4th 1n 

1950. Thehaftea: tile .tcs .~le preceded the ne.-t «ntnist~:r­

heauea by Jai Naral.n Vyas. 10 the first oeneral. · t:1eet1ona 
' 

Yyas wu t~efeatecl from two c:onet.1tuenc1ee of bi.s regf.oa, 

by the 11anaraja of -Jotthpv.~ ones bf a Jug1reta~ .• BUt. aooo be 

won a by-election from the e~te~n plains and. replaced 

·the chJ.ef mlnlstex, Tika. ilam Paliwal f;;oJn t.he·· East.er;n 

Plaint~. tt was the de<=1sion ef 1leC'9)1' of a group of 

22 na.Jput Jagi.fda.ts ln the party thae the Jat f~tlon 

was cotn..oelled to coalesce with Udaipur faction and the 

second generation leaaers15 of the £astem Plains to 

c.:tUse dOwnfall of the chief minister: Vyas, against 

Hohanlal suk.hadia !n 19&4 .. 1.\'li!J change of le~rebip wu 

fundamental to set the pattern of three f .scttons i.n ~e 

party c the Jat faett.on wns cona1&t.ed of tl\e tnemoere 

from t.be t-taz:War Ktsan sabb.e and . at.kaner P~aJa P~sbad, . . . . 

~aipur !action was headed .by lfaniklal ver,na end ,.:1Qhanlal 
, ' t t 

i 

SU'khad!a end the Vyas faction was cent.ere(i lft the ·Eastern 

PlQlns having concentration tn the old. Jaipu.c St;$t.e aGelb 

SU"khadta d14 J:epzesene. the Jat group, as well a&', aif~e.ceQt 

reg1ona i·n hia m1nisUy, bUt excluded ~s RilJPJta~ an :1ntegr~ 

~ut. of the Vyas foct.1on. And only around the sec.ond G~etal 
- I . • 

olecUons he lncludec'l l<het singh ~~ettlore, a Jlajpu,t1 as· a 
·de~;:;uty ·minister ln the raln1sts:y • 

• 1& __ -· 
f . m .... 

15 Those PraJa MandaUet leadeS'I5 ·who wor:e, bora dUring 
the emergence of PraJa M~dels in ·1920a and 193GM have been 
mentt.oned as the second generation leaders. 



· DUring the aeco:u!i Ge~r a1 EleetA.otl$ the chief 

of P"atiesh congress Coott1ittee ( R.X:) - ~at. Na.rain Vyas · 4ild 
.. 

tbe chief min1stet: <·laban Lal ~ktuwia had a1spute over the 

allOcation of party ticke-t~~ and the pert.y High CQ(i$.uand hu<i 

t:o ac:btttate the mattes--. After the Electtana :Ln 19$9, 

the tnelus1on of d.abatOJa Hadsh Ch4ndra of -lbalawar .tn the 

cabinet was resented by the Jat fac:>tton encl the ~"" ~at 

Cabinet ndnietero tendered their rest.gnattons which we~:e 

.not accepte-4. Before tho tbir4 aenoral SlectLons the focmex:· 

three chie.f mtn~atet'S• u& Narain. Vyael, H~tu:al~ Shastri 

and Tika !1.am Paliwal Jotnetl han® to cU.olotlge suJChaGia 

l)Uring the thira ~neral slect1ona the Chief ,.J.ntster 

sukhadia and the ra; Chief £4atnure Das tiatl'ltU' ( f#~1l the 

Jat faction) involved in eonfr:o•ltad.on over the se:leetton · of 

·the ca...-tdidates i.n JOdl\pu;t dlstric,. The tlat. nu.n1ste~s al.ao 

threat.endea to resign again.at su¥.badia*s negoti<Jt.tans 

t-d.tb princely fanlilies feu: pollt1cal. cooperation., ~ ftual 

stage of the aomtnat1on of candidates was max'ked 1111 th(e tension 

between tile J~ faction ana J.ldmOC.i&r La1 Vyas • a i4fi:]I()Rant 

leaflet: f,;cr.n the Eaaeern Plains. The Vyas faction was given 

the nonl1nad.ons onl,- in Jolpur cU.&t.d.ct ... _ tne cl.tatiel ol! 

the swatantra pal:'ty._ JJw:lng the cam1lftgR1ng Vya$ W$$ Joined by 

sha8tn ana Aoityen<!l:a e.rnl he openly crit1c1~ecl " corJ:Upt: 
. . ' 

congressmn• tn the na."'a! of n People*s con~ess.• 16 
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Me was expelled from the party .after the £1ect1ons and 

soc.m nts dealtb followed. After hJ.s oealth., tne VYIJII faction 

i:Jecaae oeblnet. There had also arisen dif ferenc:;s oetween the 

c:hi~f ~tn:t.eter sukhadio and .... anar aJ a Hacisb Chandra and 

KU.mbha R&n Atre ( latter a Jnt lea.Ciel') • The <.t1ffesences 

reDUlt.ed into the J:'$signatJ.on o~ Y.WDbha Ram Arya and 

subseG\tlent.ly, of Horisb Chandra tn 1966. .Both the leatlers 

fotmed n JaruJ~a varty11 w1 th the suppon of a sizable 

Jet nnu fl.ajput nembero who had also left the cong"eos 

P3rt.y. 

tn&rlng the fourth General .&leccions the swatant.ra 

Par~y. Jan Sen(fb and Janata Party tnaae alliancolh since no 

party coula gat majority,; the swatant.J."a party - Jan sangh• 

.;Janata Party a111a."lC& formed a UnS.ted Pe~aoc:ratic Front in 

col1$>or·atiotJ b"ith the Ql.l1GQC(t of SSP.PSP. CPI..CP;.i to form 

the n'd.ralstcy. a.t. ao a single la%'9\'St party• the Congress 

was called t.o foan the mi.tti.stry. This caused tbe out.J:u:eak 

of violence wleh euln'd.nat#-'4· into tM imposition of 

P::esiaeat• e rule J.n tbe tH:.ate • soon afte~ tl'te nor4ltalc~ woo 

restored, sukbadie f..;>t:tned his ud.niotey "'i'l1ch al:eo 1ne.lttaed 

Jag1rdurs. jamindar:$ and ex• prince&+ owing t.o the 

Pr:ime Minister 1-srs.: Indira Gnncmt•e annoy(J.IlCe over 

sukhad1a's a11.p~R tQ the • synd1ca.t.e•17 
fllembe&- Nealaus 

SQiljeeva ~eddy for the. PresJ.ventail candidatur:f!:)., sukhadia 

--.--J-Jtd .. c ___ ... ...,.. 

11 The group of MOr:arj1 oeaai ana others who eu.pport:ed 
a.s .Reddy against w:u • Gan.tlbi• s canuid.at:e \' .v .Gid. for 
PJesident1al Candidature in 1969, and, late&·, they formed 
the congress (O) was organiaeel as '* syndicatf.)" • 
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was replaced by Bal'kattullab !~ban from the n.r:y h:glon 

ill 1911. l)iffe~nces t:ece present between 44ken oocl 

Girdhari Lu1 Vyas- ·the 1Q; Chief fi'OtG the ~aate~o .•'lillns. 

After the fJ.ftb oeneral ~l.ec'ltons the. rivalry bet'tleca 

i<het Singh 1\utbore ( huJput) antl Paras Ra.:n t-lat}erna ( "at) 

in the d1str1ct. cong;eG$ c,on:mf.ttee involved conflict 

between the t\'JQ groups at ~111 the levels of 'the poX't.y 

or~anisGtton. BOth of thea~ ~.~:el'c · !ra~ Jodhpur u1str:iet. 

ln 1sr73, r.~an died. Harideo Joshi ft:..:>m the swthe~:n H19h• 

lands ( aan01ru.u:a cl1Gtl'ict.) became chief zntnicter. Me 

tepresented van.ous cas-tes ami regions i.n his m1nistty • 

&lt durtng hi& t.em of oft: 1ce the at spate over: the issues 

of 9-'<~t,t.S.ng uevelopme.ntul funds led to the formation 

of th..treo J:og1on:al fuctions 'I tha l:ia&t.ern P.aJusthJJR, the 

i'i'aster:n l,;,aJusthan art<1 the swthern i\.ajastban.18 The 

t"et>resan.tatives fJ."O•n the c.t1st.J:"1cts of KOta, J3Ui"k11• .Jhalawat, .. 
J\lWa.t" ana Sa\11a1 Macl'lop.u: accused the chief iid.:rU.st<tU: fox:· - ' 

givLng the1r regi.on star~- motherly treat!tr!nt find objected 

against tme spectJl grants. given Otlly to 3:2 vet: c::ent td.bal 

popu.latioo. of ~ngar:l .. u.ZO and aanswat'"a. The demend for the 

es~lisb.gene of the tU.gh coutt aranch in ua1p:.;: was· oppo:;ecll 
-

oy the -rainioters from the W$Stem ana southat:A itaJaathan unti 

1t was acr.::eptecl in 1916. 

s . 1 The • .e:uatecn haj4St.h~ .. otanus here for the &riStern 
Pl.A.ns en4 the Southern Plateau regions,. the .. ·~:estern 
Hajasthan>n for the Dt:y :egion and the " southem RaJusth~·· 
for the southern Hi.ghlands r:eglon. 



After the eixth General slect.iQnS* the Chief ,.J.lnlste~­

Sbatron si.ngb Shekhawat. was accused by the uat leooers of 

giving no ~presentatJ.on to the agricultut::'al castes 1n 

his ministry. The i:I61'Qdon was also that: t.l'le ua.t MLAe fr.-om 
- . 

the Janata Pacty cal1uaed with f1LAs from the congress Par.tY 

to f:ol'&ll a co:anon fomm· of their tnte"esto. 

After the ee'Yeultb Genet: a.l £1ections tne Chief 

,,t1n1ste~, JugQJlftath Pabaala ft'ata the Eastetn f{.ajastb$\ could 

not even~ bl.s cabinet fully because be t-.taG being 

opposed by t.be " dtsGidents" led pd.u\Qdly by Chandan ~·~ 

Vaid atld Heoralal r;eop.u:a from the western and southern 

-D.ajosthen tespect1vely. 19 In July 1991 Pahadla tJ~Ja 
r;ep1ace4 oy st)tv cbtu:an Hathu.r ftom the southern Rajasthan. 

He 1;; also .be:Lny opposed by Cbanc,lan 'Jlal V.S.d ana r~arentU:e 

S:i.ngb ahatt both from the western Rajasthan. and Kamala 

aeniwal f£U;n the sastetrn 1\ajastb.;m. And it is only in the 

ver:r recent PaSt that. he hatl t.o reshuffle his mitd.stry. 20 

Thus • the factiQne of eeJJte and r:eQI.on have dltJGYe been 

remainl~g in the congcesa PartY• tb®~ tne .Party High 

coamana hae at.t;empt;~.Sd fo-e a ~m...e r of tltteD ~o ~ the 

factional leaners from. the stat~• s political scene. 

19 Q:l.nma& 1981. 19-25 """'11~ PP•- 18•19 

ao 
1'itne.":S of India. 1982. 18 octooer, p.s. 



' 97 : 

Factionali:.:m L8 cot ab:sent. a:oong other - m1nortty 

Pal'tles., bUt tnere it has been mostlr th~ "esultoJllt. 

of S.deologi.cal differences and tnt.eres~ con£l.ict8 

a-uoag the elites fr;o:n the t~:aditionaliy b1gher cast.ea 

llecause they oo not represent the tNe social 

st.~ructu.re of tho et.<lt.e• 

Briefly, thehi:~t.ortcel legacy of the J:euual.i.sm, 

caste end .regJ.on bas .beetl p~:1mar11y r:est,one1ble for 

the factionalism in the polit.1cal leadersh1p of 

R.ajas~han. 

%1 

This .section explains ettuctu r:e and P-"OCUS o! 

political ot:gtlllS.sation i.n teems .of polit1ce1 leacie,atd.p, 

I>Olitica1 cnobili~at1on arid political p.at't:ieipation at. 

the d1$t.rict level tn Rajast.h&n. 

~ichGJ:d: SJ.88on21 h.as anGlysec! the dewlopment. of, 

the congress Party 1n Nagaur Dist.rict: of J\ejutnan s!.RQe 

1952 to 1963 .• His fJ. t'ldlng is that the ge:uu;al pa:tt.e"a of 



political· 

aistriet · 

ppot;t in the cong~:eDs Party in N~gau.: 

Jotihpur DiVision has been set by confll;ct 

between the LOk Parish ad and -'at elites out oe which the 

porty wac c eated~ This conflict result~d from competJ. tion 

fox centro of po.s1t.1ol'lS of ptJ'Wer in the ·instJ.t.u.tions of 

local gaver · nt primarily i'.:u.ni.cipal aoapja, 1n t.he 

congress Pa ty orgolnisation. ar.td .in the a11oca:t1on of 

party t.icke for the second General ~l.ec:ttons (19S7) • 

The l.ok Pari had strived for: to maintain t.be posi t1ons 

<.>£ p.:Ner whi h they had asswtlf!:d since the ver:y iflCeptJ.on 

of the· diet et eongress ccxrmtttees. The -'at grgup (lestreo to 

t:ansfer: the base of pol1t1cal support f.1'0.1l the uat. 
... 

the aarwu Ktsan subha tn the congn:ss · 

Pa&t.y. 'l'he k t?tU:"1shad .ru.d.ntuinefl supreu•acy in- the part.y 

or:gun1sation nt11 1954. aut t.he t.lat grwp ul.ti.:aatt~Jly . 

aucceed,ed in st.abl1sb1ng per,nanent. control over the · 

party organf.s. t.l.ons at t.he district level. as well as 

over: certa!.n • pe.r:tnanent• positions in the state ministr,v .. 

since 1952 .uajor change 1.n the composition of f#le 

s com:ntttees, the Distd.et congceee 

the disttiet congress ca;n.'111t.tee exec:utJ.ves 

htir!S .baen ,na,r a by the aeccease of the uroan castes· and 

the cot•t.ant rease of mral based Jats. This c~pans:Lon 

a~lon a."'ld asst~tnpt.1on of conuol. ln. t...,e 

Patty organise on by the Jat group at the local level 1\as 

.been cefleetecl in the pattern of rep.l'esantat.1on from the 

Pradesh congress CO:llnittee. 22 
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The !'act1onal conflict, coalitions and tstru.c:ttlt:es 

of poli-tical support beca.ue more crystallysed in 

the co.apet.1Uon for the party tickets prt.or to the sccand 

Ganer el e;lections. And these phell01.119nn set the patt.er:n of 

foctional olignmattt.s in the co:rigcess party for ever. 1'0 

· ebow their soci31 legit!,tnaey tbl!ilse faot.tons .C'eo.rted to . 
Vt!i"10UD ~chn1;qt~es at the Urre of ticket allocation 

for; elections. often~·~· e:aeh factton put its canc'd.dates ,,.. 

for: e ac:h constituency • SOitetJ.rooe the eatue eallQS.dam 

was meae t.o stand from two con.!Stituencies antl sonletimes 

a candidate was from othe.:- caste than the cJOmi.nant caste 

of the fact1oQ. 23 

The oppositf.an to the ConQX'estJ Peu:t.r i.n Nagau.r 

DJJ!Jtnct bad .been confined largely to the RaJ~Nt COiT¥m~D1t.y 

and to groups usoclatcd wlth them by traoitional 1oyalitles 

and obl t.gat1ons. And 1t has ~eo more a function of 

polJ.tic:Laation of social conflict between Jats ana Rujput.s 

1n the rur:al ~as rather than 1t was aimed aga.lnst the 

CongE"ess. The t"iiJPUts have been fragmented to o ~&rge 
_,r--

_.\!:f.'tent on the basis of the forme,; jaglrs 1n vnicb 

t.ner:e had ~»en a long tradition of feudo ®<1 MUtual eusp1c1on 

bet.wvan tbent. As tt hGa been mentionr;:d ea.r:Uer that dtttlt'ite 
I 

the efforts of organizing t.he.u on a c:ott1m0n pJ.atfor~u of 

the K.Sbat:.r1ya. tataha sattha they cwld not be organ1ze4 to 

the state-wide level. In ac~alitY the cong~eso party itself 
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has supplied a le.Xge part of its own opiJQsit.ion in 

the General ~lectiont.h The eertal.n groups withitl 
-

the congr·ess pacty which did not get Ucket.s for elections 

opposed to tile ofCJ.c1al par:ty canuiciates to ~.naintain 

or enhance their posttton within the party ·ot·ganisatlon 

v.l.s•a-vis other C:O.Qilet1ng groupf?• IQ addition, the congt:esa 

t:>pposlt.1on has also been pursued as an, elect.oral strategy 

·for at.tr:act..f.ng votes of a caste: away from the Clllndidate 

of oppos1t1on par:t.y 1n oraer to enable the coml.nant 

Candidate of the cong~ess to win the e~oction. 24 

. 'lbe polities of ticket. allocation n~s poUtica.lly 

«l0b111zeti the vad.Otts caste groups, f1z:st., those 

t-;hieh wete w1 thin the party out 1nfl<!ti ve and. seccmdly, 

Which were outside the party.. And this pol1 t.tcal. 

moo111eatton involved the pol.i tical participation of ell 

the 4ttajor cast.ea and t.:(){tl,:m.m1ttes. Horeover .• alme>~t all 

of t;he po11 tieelly act1 ve castes and COill.tt~Unt ti.es nmte 

e>;ped.ence4 lntra-c:este competition. 1n the Ge~ra1 

Blect:ions.J5 The 1ntra...caste compet.itlon bas ~--.en mo.re · 

a pben()Jilenon. of segment.ory' character of social organisation·~ 

25 Ibid -· 
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11ke heteror-noous caste st.ru.cwre. status 41ff~"ie ··. · 
. , "11,\. \. 

and geograpb.lcal eegmentation of the people in ftaj·dthanC) 

'· 
The a.Qove conf.!11ct end the result-eo thereof \ · 

I, 

.\ 
Gbangos owe t:ne.t.r o.d.gin to the dlfterence& of atx;:u~;tute 

. ;;.;f polit/l.eal support., the cbar;.actea:- of the elltee e~. the 

alaw of pol1t.1eal leadeC"ehip fs-om the each g~;oup. '.t'he·tok 

Pa.c1shad was composed of alffer:ent ul'ban Ca$te gR~Ups• and 

it. lacked ce3hes1on of the $:!mbe~a. nte Jat el.lt.et based 

1ts sup~lO&t on a stngle ao.:nlnant caste and tra.'Ulfotmed 

it into a cohes1ve political group tn the new. political 

otdel:. The· Jat gs-oup &!IVCloped: cohesive cd.acrict. level 

elite Whereas ·the t..ok P~ishad could not ao so. 1'he t.ok 

l?arished conc:ept.ual.i~ed leadel:'ship in terms of -. good 

of 'the st.ate as a Whole", wt the .\Jat gl'oUt> conceived 

! t tn ttn:•ne of responsiveness to their coamun1 tr. 

I.n a st\ldy of co1flPO$ttt.on of the po11t1cal 

leauetablp ... l1Ps an<A ii!J\8, PS:a.dhaMt sarpanc::bes and 

manlbe~ of the :Diett'iCt committees GAd e:xewtivee o£ 

the Conynse, .;fan sang!\ &"lo Janata PaJ:ty .f.n Udaipur 

ntstr1~. · 1 t was noticed tbat a &Jta,jor part. of the 

poltt1ca1 leacif!~:ship of the "'.t.stri.ct hoo been c()nstt tuted 

by the three uppet' c;.wtes• arahmens, ~'iahajane 4od 

~.&Jt'llte• 26 The·se three castes also preponder:ate<i 1n highec 

a r T _ -•• iJ •1 il:il 

26s.K.NtJg1a, 1918, • Fact1onel1a.'1l. social. EH:.ructllre 
and Political Parties a A soeiol()gtcal study of Udaipur: 
District 11'1 Rajasthan•. a Ptt..v .• Tbesie eubmltted to 
J .• N.u., ~lew Delhi. 



edtleatl.on, as "ell as. :l.n major OCClUpat1ons• a.gricultu.re. ,, 

tmst.nus arid· legal pract1ce. 27 'l'be t.vo major: patties• ··}' 
,1 

' 

factions bec:GW!Se the upper castes have tte·en domlnatJ.Qg 

t.he leadership tn the dletrict and net the I'. of t.hese 

\ 

\ 
\ . 

. twO pnrties facecl any antag'Ordsm in its internal composit.ion. 

1.'he · !lOll• antagonism .of poll. tics in Udai.pur is a 

function of sod. al structure of the d1sU'1et. In Udai(Alr 

eh11s constitute 20 percent of tbe total pg!)lllatlon. 28 

au~ as they are econo:nLcally nackvattl 4n4 aocLo• 

cu1t.ura11y isolated, their political act1V1t1&& have 

reana1ne4 limt. ted only to the r:ese J:"V&d cODeti t\i$1le1e.e. 

FOllowing them are the three upper castes""' arabmans, 

c-umajafta .antfl Rejputs COJlPJ:isS.ng 33 per ee.nt of the to1::rll 

populati.on of Udaipur. 29 ThUs, they are ml£oartcilllY . 
preponderant., as well aa of high socJ.al status. since 

the otheJ: castes 1ike the untouchable castes and 

agrlcultu~:"al castes .have rem:ti~d fra.gment:.e4, neither of 

them t»secS any challenge t.o the pol1tlcal domin~ce of 

21 D&S• PP• 90.91, 251.274, 277• 2'79.S1. 
' 

2S Qlans~ •• 9~_:CQ<l!i, ,!9i1, 1932, l~aj{Utane Agency• HSCNtl 
Government of India, p.a:u •• 

2t l!Wt· 
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three uppe" castes ... tlhtu:eas the nwned.cal preponoeJran~~~ ,, 

and ec:onorolc power of the Jata in .Nagaur <list::iet ha~ 

tu.:rne(i down the domlnonce of the upper castes fi'Oin 

the LOk Parlohad. 

'!'bus, tn the abOVe dl.scuss1on it has been seen·· 

how the OS.ffe~ance in the social etructuce of tile two 

districts- Nagaut and U<iaipsat have a di.;rec~ bea~:lng 

on theic r:espeetlve poU.tieal set up. 

1'ble ~ectioa deals with the nature of p011t1cal 

orgoni&etton at ~he local self-goverWI'l$nta1 bo.J.es­

Zile Partshoo1 Pam;l'ulyat Samiti ana village f~iU\Cbayac. 

lt, baa been obsetve4 that most of the. Pt·adhane • 

membeh of Udaipur: zila Pad.snad were from the· three 

upper castes• arf$hmans, .~eJans and Rejp&,J.t.e.30 .tn G1') 

anotbeJ" 8Qluple of study• it wae found t.hat ell the pr.U{1han$ 

belonged to the h1gtter: cast.es •. ~1 tn aar:gaon Pancb~et 
Semiti of t14a1pur• eo rer cent of sa.rp~ne.a wte erom 

' ' 

30 
S.K.tfagla1 gp~,Ct£• 1 p.90 

31 
Iqbal nnraln et. al., ;976, !mpl rtttss, a,nd 

f'.lo~tleqs 'B an Jn!li!S sate, n~~v })) hlt National 
'PU6I s ng ouse, P• · 
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the three upper castes as montloned above who had I~~ 

higher educat1on1 as well as h1gber eco~omlc position~~~ I · 

Moreover, the onlr eand1dat.es eontesttng tor the ' \~ ·. 

otf!ces of Pradhans and Up- pradhans who were supported;\\,, 
33

. ' , .. 
\ : 

by the loea.l 'aglrdar or his family could w!n. It . ,· \ 
' .. \ '. , ,( · shows an absence of 1nst1 tut1onal1zat1on of 1 .• 

pol! t1cal parties and the determining role ot teu4a11sm 

!n po11t1cs at the loeal level. 

In. an assessment of the role of' pr1mord1a.l groups 

in the two Villages Of Be.rga.on Panchayat Sam1 t1, 1 t wa$ 

obsei'Ve4 that lielwara village had been marked by the 

dominance ot upper castes S.n the v1.llage pover structure, 

ot tbe two p611.t1cal parties· the Congress an4 Jan r~angb, 

the former vae d1v1dud Into three factions which cut 

aco:ross the easte lines oo4 structure of the each taction 

Wf\S horizon tnl. 1.'he two poll t1.eally aetive factions ba4 

links with their respective leaders at the Pancbayat 
. 34' 

Sam1tt and D!str1ot levels. Conversely• tha three 

p.rtmord1al groups ot Rhuvana- ths G.,metls, Dangls 

and upper castes 414 oot cut aeeross the caate lines 

and were vertically structured. ot the three patterns ot 

leadershiP- the tradi t!onal leaders, caste leaders and 

tormal lenders, the toner two patterns ot leadership 

32 . 
B.K ..• Nagla,!lJ!.Clt,., p.92 

33 
.D.ltt p.303 

34 I,b1,d, pp • 338ii19 • 
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, had enough scope for funetJ.onf.ng. The fomal leaders 

,·.of tbe st.tltutory PQilchayat leaders ena poll tical. parties ·•·· 
!, 

/' d14 QOt ce.r')' any sJ.gnJ.fJ.cf.;ll'lt 1•nportance 1n the vlllage 

/ affaiah 35 . . .. 
· The dtfferetlce f.n nature o,f politics ln the abOVe. '. 

mnttonea two vil.lages bas cesulte4 from the difference 

in •11: soc~al o~:ganJ.sation •. ~he ~neal peponCierance 

of the upper castes. hi~ eoo1 a1 mob111 t.y end occupaUonul 

dlvers1ftcat.t..on bad been major forcee to politS.cally 

mol:t11ize the people of Delwua.~ \ihereae the eoc1a11y -and 

~conomt.cally baekWUd, GemeUe (. ~11e) and agrteu.ltural 

caste• Dang1s preponderated the politics of ahuwana which 

witnessed 11ttle of soe1al mob111ty. conseqU.en.tlY Bbuwana 

l'etained the trecU. tJ.onal lcadex&htp of few uppeJ: caste 

ae:nl)ets and ·the caate groups fwlct.toM4 d pnmordiel 
31 gJ:oups., 
Nn.hermox-e, tn the sl~e Villages of Jelput. Shal'atpur: 

and Si'kaJ: dlsericts of Raj&&th-lill it bas- oeen. observed that . 
th~ key 1nfluent1al fami.Ues from among the ex- zatn1n4at:s 

and the uppet castes nave tmeis- influence over the village 

powet" sta:uetu~e. Generally these J.nfluent1als co.upete for 

powes:- among tbemselves. aecause they are quite meou.rceful 

and dynwntc in the village affaire.38 .sum.utng UP:t the abOVe dis• 

cuss1on at the 3 levels of po11tl.caJ. organization• the atate1 

35 1b1~ pp.341-6. 

36 ~,pp.32S•7• 
31 ~1p. pp.339-41 
39 . 

K.L .. sba~:ma, 197o, ~e c~an9&9s _aural& §!:!aa~~cat\O!l 
@¥ftgln, t-lew oelhl 8 orien LOngman tEa., pp.203 •. 



~ ~06 1 

dlstrlet and local so lt· governmont d1seloses the 

tact that tha tra4i t1onal leadership or nrahmans, 

le.jputs and f-*.ahaJans, as vo 11 as the newlf emerged Jat 

leJJ.Clersblp has been dom1nat1ng tho pol,,t1es s1nco the 

vary creation or democratic 1nst1tut1ons in Rajasthan. 

The three tratUtional components ot social structure­

easto, geography Qnd feudalistn 1n their eommut1lon, 

as well as in41v1duallJ bave functioned ~o perpetuate 

the trad1t1onn1 leadership, an<l to provide the state 

pol1t1es w1th the ehara.cteristics like factional eon.11t1ona, 

allgnments and compet1t1on for pol:t tical suppo.rt in 

tbo major pol1t1cal parties or tho state. At each sueeeodlng 

higher level ot pol1 t1eal organisation tbe eomblned role 

ot the abov~ tbree structural components csn be 

peree1ved. as being 1nerease41 where a~ 1 t S.s their 

1nd1vldua.1 roles vhieh baeome intensive at nach 

suc:eeedlng lowe.r level., 
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OOLrl'ICS AND SCX:IAL S'ltWC'lVR£ tN 
RAJAS'l.'HA.If 

It has alreacil' been poat.ce.d in the ~receding 

chapte$' that pOlit.lCS 1S a b1-<litt1eftS10naJ. SJ.Gtetn t.r"b1ch 

attains reaUaatt.on tht:ough op:sl'atlon of ( po11t1cal) 
' 

st.Nct.\1&-e~ Silt such raalleet.ton can J:Je perceived 1n a 

given cont~. tt, is social a~wcture t1hich p.ceaenes that 

con·te~t for ths -very e:xistence of pol1t.1ce. ObViously., 

t.hen., the poUtics Deoo;nes a sub•system. within t.bat 

social et:r.ucture. Md at this level of an<d.ys1s, poUtica 

el'Jsentte.lly appe·ar-e to be ttu:ee di&n~ns1onal~ eunte~tual, 

&t.tw:QJ.t·a1 M4 operat1c.ma1.1 Since tho very operation 

ot political str\lct.u.r:e w1t:h1n a gJ.ven social etntcture 

genet:at.ee a rac1p.rocal inteJ;ac:t.ion between the conteJttual 

and ope:rat.:lonal . tamenaions, 1 t. is flt.ltu.J: a1 ~at tbe 

eonteat w111 1nf1uenc:e the operational ~cion, .as wall 

as tbe sc.:uct.ural Cil.ni$M1oa and 111ce ve"ee.. Tb1e IWtu.al 

influence occurs at. all the levels of poUttcs .... state, 

ttists:1.ct and local self• gover:nnent, bUt with vazyj.ftg 

dctgqe:s. An 1n~gcatecl stuq of a1t.ual influence of 

the ~ree u1rren&Lons as noted 8DOVe is t.mls ba81c to 

mean1ngfla1 :inte'J)htati.QQ o2 politics 1n PaJutban. 



a 1oe· s 

I 

SOCIAL S2.'RUC1URS a ~ DJ.-."'T£.Rt<1INA:4T OUPDLlT.LCS 

since soc1al stwcture «U.s:ects funad.oning o£ lts 

polLttcul suu~yatems to c~~Y out the aesirea soctetal 

goals. the· h1stor:1cal Ge918ltlSCY cha»:acte.r: of see tal 

ot:ganisatio:\ bas eam.nal'Kled an immense l.npact oo tbe 

polities in t~ ajQStha.th 'l'be components• caet~S, geography 

one feu(lwllom b~NG operated bOth S.na1viaualJ.y, u well as 

1n their co:MUnlol'l at. all the aforesaid tau'ee levels of the 

state politletJ .. : Anc.i, f~e&-more. ope.:ati.on Of these 
\ 

comvonents varies a~ the levels of lndivt..,uu conscience. 

soclal dtacoute$ ana no.rms of political b3ha91o\lr. a 

The eod.al organtsat1on of F.ajalitban J.s 

charact;ed.zeel a;ay several h1eJ"an:h1cally al"l'an;ed caste• 

geoups • None of theoe c:aete groups bae ever bed nutnetical 

uomtnance, .rathet" thl$ <JEOUP:S ace Oft-en. Ul;J"r;e(l b":/ 1nt.l!'a•grou.p 

dlfEeJ:ent1a't10tVh The natural .barrie;-s to ~m»llitY cretd~ed 

oy the AravalU Hillt~ confined t.hese groups ana· ouo•ge"OUps 

into the fou"geogrQ~; .. b1cal reg.i.tJns-- the UtJ', the saa·tem PlaS.ns. 

the southern Higbl~as ood t.he southern P.lllNteau wt1~c:h 

peasant. at le&at. t.b.ree socio• cultural sttuctu:&;ea., 1.e.., 

l'farwar~ '~ewat and ~~r ~ The tou<lal sy:Jctem conavl£.d:1.1tea · 

t.hese three a..x:Lo• cultural stl:'tlebll:~s, as well. &s, further, 

1oc4Ue&ed tbe dif:terentiatlon of the g.toupe and sUb•gr.:·~upD: 

wlth1n small •114 lac-ge .. feudal units. Lt ts ;}.)oca~.t$8 tbci· .. . . 

: .. · 
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several autono.110Wll f.oct of powe" • Tbcugh them have 

been 1.1okages .between local. unt ts ~ the aueceedl.ngl.y 

hl·gbeJ: una.~ of the groups ana suD-gl'crtll.Ps• yet: the 

geographical .suuctural divislona, a.e well @ feudalS.om 

tended to pecpet\jat;.e their 1oca1£.ze4 and aut.ono~ttOUe 

operations. This eoc!.~1 ocgaotaat1on huQ been etl.l.1 

pel'f.listl.ng .pJrlmar!lr because of· less oocto• acono~U.e• 

f)O).i tical. deVf;ilo-pment of the state ( for: det.Gilt 

••. c:haptel:' a) • 

U'nde¥' SUCh· e;dsttmee of the .state• s ta:ag•nented 

.oocial os:gani~ata..on, the de•oocl:'at1c pol.t.Uce wu incepted 

to select po1it~cal l.eatiersbip tbs-ov.gh the eloctora.L 

pr:oc:esees. Tbie kind of selection needs nlObli1z.atJ.on 

vf tnasees for poUtlcal. suppon 4'14 nucb tno1:J:i.1i.Z$ti0ft 

can be poae.J..ble 'th:tough mobil1sat1cm of socS.al gt;ou.ps .• 

ln RaJastbflft the on.ly available ~a.dittc:ma.l caste gt:W{'S 

anti eub•gC<NPS aided w1 th geographical ana fe\ldalts.t. 

feelings have been moo111eed bf t.11e poUti.cal p~ee. 

1'l'Ne., the ganel'al practice .ls that sel$Cti.on ol 

· polit.teal lemtel"e occurs t:Ju:ougb such kind of 

mobilteat.lon. tbeNfoce, the political lnsd.'tlltions at 

all the levels of polit.ice• the state., ct1e~ct and loc:al• 

self goVeJ:n.-nent repreetentea the t.tao1ta.ona1 soclal 

etNctu.J:e of the state. The hiatori.cally p::l.Vileged 

eocJ.N., econo:rd.c ana pollttcal statuo of • twice•Dorn• 

'· ' 
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caot.ea h'-l'Ye aided these castes to carr:y on the1" 

vol1t1ca1 ao.dnance ovel' the centul'ies• old aap"iwd 

cats~s ln the democratic: political syct.o•n of RaJaetban., 

Aft(l, theretJy,, these po.U.tic:allr do.n1nant cast:es• 

arah•nans, Rajputs, itahajane ond 4iuts3 haVe consoJ.iaatecl 1 

their st:.auus which continuwsly provide$ tbetn strong 

bola 1n the. a tate poll t1c:s. 

slncc the poltttcal elit.es have a1ao mpmeentett 

the hot.esogenoue soc! al. stmctu.;;e cf the state wherein 

no caste g~:oup S.s numed..c:ally cc;u11nant. they a~:e c::ompeUed 

to cnake caste • coalitions ano c~te• aligni~nta t.n the 

politieel institutions. ':bus• these ooa1Lt1one and 
' 

aU.t,Jnmonts beca.one ebaracter1s1d.ca Of the val'ioue foxutal 

cunstlt.ut1onc1 W'Ki statutor:y 1nstttut.lons ancs PtlStY• 

organisations. The congceso .Pat·ty tepresents a h1\#lel" 

ctegme of. hetetrogeneS.~y and. tbecefol:e, it has beell 

character.t.zed by factiooal.S.sm. 4 The po1itJ.e~l paJ:t.S..es 
( 

3 Although the illats have rteves: onjoye-4 tbe 
tra<U.t.1onal·• s~atwl* of the otheJ:' thJ:'ee poJ.itioal.lY 
dominant caste&; the]l eou14 emlate tbe.n S.n the 
preatlin,t demOerattc system by V1J''tUe o! theil' nwne,;f.cal 
pte,,onderance 1a ces:taln a;egJ.ons ana the it~:rproved 
economic eon&.tlcn from the lanCi• nfo~ aftr:u: the 
.f.ntlependence of tndia. 

4 Rlch~d: Sisson, 1973• *' caste anti PQ11tical 
Fac:ti~ts ln itaJa:;~t.han~~ in l~ajn1 KOt.bat1 (ed.) f P,.Y!;S 
!C·~~~!n:P.l1s~sa, UeW Delhi a ortent umgman Ltci., 
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-· 't.pa.ctt.ons ~cause cod1~1tton of those parties 
lj li . 
''repre$ •. nte lesser.' tieg~:ee of c:aste heter:oge~it.y and ' ,. 

/ politt~:~l laauars .t.n those pa~:tias have desire to 
f :, . ' ;,\ ' ' ' -~ ' ~- . - .. - . . . 

r 

1 
: capt.ur~ the power, and that desi r:e kept them u.ni.o, •. 

I . . 

The Rl.ljt'*t arist.occaoy have also ~e.nl;l!.ned unorgan1~e<i 

· 1n ~be; state pol1t1cs as they have atat.Us ti1fferent1at$.one 
f 

amon9st tr~&m- t.c., ~119 the lar:ge, jagir:tlars on 1:he one 

hand and beweem. the large and small jagtrcars on 

the otheX'. 5 

~- foi'dlaUon of the facttous witb1r1 the 

poli.d.cal inst.ttutioDS h1ngea U?On the stNetural. 

com1JQnent$ tihich provtuetl the political l~tius with 

v~btcle o.f mootlleation of polit:i.c&l support. ABo as 

the f'actiQrtS (<.es:lr:ed t.o ~t$nd their p0U .. t1cel suppor;~, 

they resorted tQ vad.CAAS tGchni~J.ues t.o get the paJ:'ty 

tle~ts fo.c tbe can&.dateD of their ·own , cho1ce 

ana ~nob.S.11zea i.~ll tJ.eal.ly active and- 1nac~1ve castes. 6 

1rbls compet.t..tton of factions for poUt.ica1 suppoR 

involved mwd..trWB participation of caste• heterogeneity 

in the s:tate. Hence t.be l.nter:-caate. aru;l intra-cas~e 

dtffe£"entiat1ons became tnan:I.Ees-t in the po11t4ee.1 

No eaat.e could malnt.t.lin a t:otal Cohesion in polit1c~, e~ept 

tl1 , WI • J?J 1 ~ 

1 
.lb1Q '. ' 
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feu: the v~e ha.vlng rel.att.vely greater cobea1on. 6 

aut at. each :tevel of· polit1ca1 ocganieation the 

subordUlate units of caste$ end suo-castea bave been ot':)un.f.:a-eel 

into .mutually e)K:1l.IS1Ve $Uppor:t gcou.pe .• And, tno,:-eover:. 

t·t te seen that tbo htgber t.ne level of pol.!t1co1 

organS.eatlon, the w1~1' the casto base of poU tJ.ca1 

euppott 1t hes. Such of the suuoJ:di.nate u.n1t.s e.t local 

leV'els he been t;ounu to have be~n ellt.gned w1 th one 

o.f the factions at the hiyb.e,· level. 

~. thtee a~c~ral components b~ operated 

inn.t.vid\&ai.l.y and in ehe!r coltll~nion at all level.e of 

t;»11 t1cs. 1be RaJ put. aristocl'acy has EJ)f;~)enenceu ..U.vi.eiano 

besetS on regl.on anu feudalism. xn the Congr:esa Par:ty 

fa.ct1o.ne1tmo baa been characte~~c.i e1t.het i:ft caste 

or by teglon or by t.be eom.t~on of both• IndlvidLlal.ly 

caste has functioned as • vate. oant• which essuJ:Gs 4 

candidate of tbe support of voters fi.'OLI hie own caste. 

ilegionaltsm bas eeen tJet:sS.st.ent phenomenon since th~ 

creation of cong~ess P~rt.y Glld bas t~eq.~.ently occuuoa · 

on the S.esues of sanctioning development. ft.lncs. slace 

the fi.c"st t:;~ue::al ilect.iona the influence o£ feuaali.sm 

b.u .oeen aeen at d1e state ·level po.J.S.~icQl ot:9anl$ation and 

whtc:b eeeu moce pt:ominent. at t.he · lawet' levels ( fQ# 

detctl. ·see chapto~ 3). 

e . 
leY- pp.218•22 



The ope~atton of th&ee st:ructu~:al fecto~:s at ·: 
•; 

the levels of !Lnd!.Vidual conseience. social cU.&COUrs~ 

anu norn.-.a of poll ttcal behav1~r shows no remac.k.Qble'\ · ·· 
.~ ( 

change even Sftel' tb;-ee cleeadea of detlloetat.ic. po11t1C$ 

1n the state. .tttalvid..aal blf!lltallty an({ patte~n of l'JOCi·~ 

relat.ions are· atlll on the SS~1e trcck. 9 1'he U .. tt.le 

changeo ln ~ char4Ctenets.cs ot: caste llke ~tttu)nS.n.g 

ln.tensity of untouehabillty ant! so on are not inere 

consequences of the polf..tlc:$, but changes in educational 

and occu.pattoo.BJ. pat.te¥"na contrii.JUted mom than the 

l}Oittics. Moreover, the politics has mr.p1olte4 the feelings 

of people on the be8iS o£ c:ute, region and feu<i.U.tom. 

sotastin~es po11.tLcs "eem& .to be fm:tnlng 41 easteJ.stn"_ end 

11 regioaaltsmo and • 1nfl~enoe of f~$dals0• 

Tt\\1$ J.t. seems that t;:be- 'tl"&.dit.lonal $tNe~ral 

fGr.:toE:'S of society have ts'adit1ona11ze4 the entt.l'e 

pol1.tJ.es in Rajaettlac. 

IX 

DOLITlCS I AGENT OF 
SOCIAL CfiANGS 

As the tnterectlon between poll tics and social 

st~:Uctut:'e -ls :·ect.procal. the operet1~a1 a:n.d et.CGCtw:al 

d1mena1on.s also effect-, uoaify and even change the 

soe1~ .etr:uc:tu.a:e. And ther:e are ., eoc!.al c:nnnges• as 

.. , - _ il Mttt_·. tf te-_ . 0,-bllf.l#l 
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eot~oeqw:ncett of polf.ttcs.. AlthOugh the social stz:ueture 
{, I 

/h;~~/ 1am'4neely 1nfluenced the poltttco in RaJaathan, 

/Ceu:tatn changes a£"0 aleo etealthJ.ly matr.J,ng the1r way into 
1 ' . } ··re social stwe~re tt.self in the wake of poltt1cal 

,PJ:Oeess .• 
1 

~, 

The maJo~: • social c:han93* r:esule1ng ~~Ill tbe 

(!Qijl()CI'atte politics nJay l)e sat~ "-' be the poUt,f.ca1 

mob111~atJ.on of caste group3 a.ntl B\U:t-gJ::OUps,. end widening 

of the partl.cl.P&tion of llWJses in the poUtical pcocese~es. 

Tb~ pol1 tic: a!. mo0111zat1on through f.aettott&li sm 

pr:o.'l\Oted tbe t~Ue ~p.reeentaUon of batel'ogenettr of 

the t)Oeial stntewre 4Bd provided the pollt.teel authority 

\'.:1 tb soc1~ 1egLt;.1macy • This ch1nnge bas aeen occuc-Ung 

t:bro\tgh mobilf..eatt.on of tl'ad1t1ona1 ~Ollps of the soelet¥, 

tbottgh 1 t aeems to be agid. nst the aptl!'it of democretic 

politics •. eat lt i.s onlF ttu:ough the poltti.cal 

tnobi.lt.za.Uon Of the ~Gt:acS1.tS.onal groups that the " modeJ:rd.• 

sauon Of po11t.tca• t;akea pkee. Sect<ln41Y1 Cbe: 

1natituttooaUeation of poli.t1cal E>$r:tlee and 

bureaucratic pa•tel'll 1s oleo trnpoJ:tane Ln tbe content of 

feudal .soale~y of RaJasthan wni·ch I.e g;roping ·towar&s 

motiel'r4.t:at1on ln all the f1eUJa• tsoctal; · cultw:al# eocnodc., 

educaticmQJ., . poll -tlc:al and so on. 

A11 th.•e chaogt>#J a~e indicative of the fact; that 

fol:'cea of po1t.t1cal laO<..'lG~nizatlon are at .ork. · 

.. , -
TltUSt tbe pol.itlcal dOminarce 'of the caatea of 

tra.U.tS.oQallY higher eocio. PQlS.tt.co. ecoltOlnl.e status 
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1-l · ~aethan. HeJ:"e 1 t appe~r:e that the eooio~ ocono.oic: 
/ : ~ . 

. '•j 

b' ~ar:dne$8 Of the state might have f ac11i.tatea the 
I ' 

~:$ai·tton·al1eat1on of polities witbln fJhe (le,ooctotl.c 

- ~~~. &:o~ bettea:taent10. end &ts t:utNltane 

jroetal .Mil edW:at.iQQeJ. enbanceullllnt llliiY. enable tbe 

I b~th ... ereo socio- econoialcal.· l.y h.a~icappefl P'OP1e. ~ · 

ort.lculate t.beir 1nteteats and conves:t themselves toto 
(\ 
r · political pl'easure- or»ups., tn this r:eapeot the ·."a~s 
! 

of r.tl£\fU ana Sbekhawatt l'egiona hG.Ye ee't< p.reet!dent 

wt!Leh the otnet' castes• oujac, 10u:manl Qlld. lUna· 

ere ye~.to set.11 

~.,..)'._ ••··. Jl .1 .,- ··-



CHAPT~ 5 

C<»1CWS%Q3 

Tb.e present ,tJtudy is an ett.etnPt to . unaer:s~a.na ,, 

I 

vol!tica ts a social phenomenon which. mot.e, opetatus (J.Ilti 

.t.s .chaC'ac~ert~ w&thin a given s01:1a1 contteat-. -~Od.al 
I 

stl':uct.u~ prw1des pol.tt.tca wJ..th that conte:Kt. &~, · that is 
. ' 

why,. tlOlittcs can only .be meaningfully untleJ:stOOd by 

knowing the nn:ture of i.nterat:tien bet.WtJen poUt.lcs .ond eoelal 

stmc;tu.re. Fro:n this view of the polittca, effort has been 

~~ co lnte;:rate a mllnber of seleettve stuct1ea of t~ivone 

t~ -end foc;-:L, alongwt th the latest 1not1 t.t.Atlonal and the 

· .. pW)U$hed d 3 ta into an ;appropriate mOdel of cortij;)tebens.tve 

study of thc;t state po11tb::e •. T~se data fJ:OiU diffet:ent 
.. 

$0\l~file have been usetl to ex~n1~ the political. atxuc:ture~ 

a.nd pt~oeesses -at the ~tee leVels" the state. 41st.:1~t. cad 

local · d1f... govemalant- J.n their r:espect.tve soe1e1 atru.ctttr:e •. 

In brief the stu4y g1vea ana.wer -~ t~e (!UMtlono t tihat S.s 

·the !'latuX'e of interaction whtch bas b~en going on Oetw®en 

the po11t1cs ana soe.tal $'tt.--ucua re in aojestban 1 Who lnflU:one.ee 

wbom, in what, manner. how Inucb ana whr ~ 

Under thct. constitation c?f InJ<U.an unton the oenflU.ll'lu• 

old. f~uacrJ, Itajasthan hat?.-- with other etetes of the Ur'JJ1<m., 

aecedee to tbe tn.am of cte.'llOOI'atJ.c politY• l_,gtsleture~~ 

cmer:.-u.tive ?~nd Ju...Uc1alZ',V wherein the £orme,; two ,oa;gans haY¢' been 

.b"~c to the =~tr$ ~u:.a:ucture siltS i-U'OI3:ass ~f ~~a'ttc po11ti~ 

llli ~J~ sU~;t,e• I?bUUca J.s u s-Jyt\!t.~tm E!•tierged eu~ .Q.f l~gitit'iiate.. 
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atte~t'Jt.s of {X>l1t1c:a1 partJ.ea, as well as 1no1v.iauals ·. 

ttu:ough mobilieat!.oa; of people for ac~e1 t1on and/or 

retentt.on of the govern1ng power vesteti "11th the ueu.toerattc 

J.nst1tutt.ona1 at::uctuEes. This system of po:U.t!ea· within 

the framewor]( o£ democratic polity has been funcd.ottbtg .. 

in the trao1tJ.onal• feuo\:11 aoolal ottuctur·e of StaJGDthan 

aver: the last three decades. social st.ruetu.ce is that wz~ole 

which ecmsists of the eevet·al constituents• polity. 

economy, eaucotton, relt.gl.on4! culture~ etc. i.nte"-connected 

G.tld tnt.e"aettrtg l'eeipr:ucal.J.y to the r:~.u~a.tlon of .o 

c;.>nf1;'.t.ra.t:ton of social rel.ations e~J.sting within t.hcec 

constltuentJJ ana" cC¥nvarse1y., that cr:Jr&ff.guraUon &tecto anti 

regulates the reclrn:ocal funct.tontng of these coneti tuents 

tow:al'dtl aceomlial.ish.uent of f~ho societal gocl$. ·Hence.; 

each of these constituents, ae tiCl.l as social et:r:tlctu.re1 

are l.n«S1spensaole f(•r the e~istence of eacb othet and thl.e 

1rtdispensabi1itY of t.hetr &elatj.onship S.tn[;)1les that any 

change either in the pos:l.t16t~ at'ld/Or .. tuncttoa of a 

con$t1tuent or ~n the sOCietal goals 1e DOUnd t.o bring a 

change 1 F I u ln tho ent.1re sOc:i.al sttuctutth Apari-t ft:om 

this stwct.ural• f\lnet.lonal nssUHtpt1on, tho !"1~~ 

J.ntarpretetion consloors econo-.Il)' as the lnf~:•~st.tuct.uxe• 

. Ck!termtnant of social st.ruct.ure in the entirety of it$ 811 

other ut r c:onstttuenu. Changes only in this i~fra• 

str:u.(!tuh will CCUGe changes 1n social. ut£uctua:e. The 

present :study b.::s pucsue<i l'atb~_. a synthesis of tb$ alX»Ve 

,'lleni,ion~Z~d two approaQhea to unaer;~Jt.anrl the natu~.:e · of 

int.eE"act.ion bet.\"~een p!oliit!ee and social s\'l.ruct~u~e ln. Rajas\:,han. 



Ia &)UJ:suit of the present. study., !»litic:s in 

Rajasthan has been taken as il sUb ... -.systc:n of tho soci-al. 

!3ttu.cture and treatAd to ths tbree dlmensitlns• conte~tual. 

sttuct\i1~T:el and ope:-~~onalc The b)Olit.ical stt~ctu,e, ,comr,ose4. 

of the tbr~ coUlPQntJfU:G• pol.t.t.!c~\ penies. for.nal 

c~ttstitut•ional•. statutoty stl\le:tu"'es au4 at.ilaf.nis-cr;·et.iv~ 

fra.:nawo~k:t ope.:-atGs t.tn·CAlgb pe11t:!ca1 mob111~etiOJl 

of the tr:nd!tlonill social gt'O\APS• 'l'her;:a ~reia)) gr®pa 

have been. t:=t\t~ed out~~ the structural c~1ento of 

voc:f.ety- caste, geo~raphy and. ft'S'lldall~Hn wbJ.ch hGVe 

provided the social eitttllctur:e witb a sec;smsnt&.f!Y ana 
. 

:f:r:alj££~tul:Y ehaJ"aCWl' ln cU .. Vts1orts Ol1fl BUb•di.V'iaioas. Thf.s 

charac~ter of the !iOC1al structure ba:J been inh~ri ted to, 

1.ta well as influenced l:rJ thft t'olt.t.tcs of last tbree aeeruiet!f 
.. 

in t;he ~Jtate. Tbe raQjor r:eauleenes of the intoraction 

between. the pol1t1ce and tsoc.:ial stmstur:e a:ce as foll.O\-:s I* 

(1) ~e poltt'J.es r:epresenta tne cas·te .. l'•gtonal ant.r 

feuualtstic character of the eoci.al et"'ct.us:e because these 

thl'ee st.tuctural COlllP~ftett.ts of ooc1ety have been basic. to 

the ve&y ura<U~onal groups which have been nvb111ze4 fot 

'pol1t1cn3. ·:NPi"Ost by polit1ca1 P.ar:ties ln Rajasthan. 

(21 EltCept f~r the Jato., the other tbree of four po11t1ea11y 

ao:ntnant castos• the arabmans,, R.aJputs and .~ahaJa.R$ nave 

mau. pet:petuatlng tbelJ:' tlo;niriance tn the pcllUc:s t>ecau.se 

theBe three trad1t1o4al.ly b1dlec castes still ma1oteln the 

•• sutttnatlon. of statuses• ·• ritunl. i•Olit.1cal1 economic, 

eciucatlonal etc. 



(3) The pol1t1ca1 part:1e$1n the state h.cVe motJt.:U.zea 

various .aeg;nent.at;S.on.s end ft::aonentatJ.ons of tracU.Uonal 
~ 

. 
1nter-t and lnt.z:a-casta colnpet.1ttons, factional coallti.ons 

and factional t\llgnmont.s in po1lticQ1 organiS$t£ons at the 

levels of the tJtate* 'd1etnct and loe1.1l self ... gcwern.tJent.. 

'rbi.s shows that thf! ent.lre polL ties baa been tr~.cU.tionaU.aed. 

thtUUgb the oper:ation. of oemocratlc pol1·t1eal stQ.lotute ln 

tbe state. 1'he thhe a~t:ucturel co;aponents of soclety• 

caste, geography and felldalism have opera:te4 

in their: ccu~nunton f as well- as lndt.VttLually at t.he level.s 

of 1ndlv1uual eoll$c1~nce., social dts<:ouJ:ee ana uot:ns of 

politic.;al beb&V.t.a.&'"• Tbe polit!i.ca of t:.he thAe deCades 

flOes not. show an:v nlU'lted change in t.he ·Ope~ation of 

the ot~ctural co•uponents at the le..'Vel~ of 1Qd1VidQ:aJ,. 

conscience ana :30C1al diseoura.e. The U:t.tle ebange;a at: 

these lcntele have Jnea more the result af economic Mcl 

edUcat1onG1 changes rathof than of ,mere pa11 t1cs • At t.be 

thl.td lavel, i.e,. nor:ms of poltttoal bebav1ou:r. pol.1Ucs 

has been a cil\Use of tt caeteismtt. • regionalism• tmcl 

• feudal tnfluene1a1s• 1n the po11tlcal mobil1eatlon of 

the people. 

(4) oe.epite the, eoove mentioned deter~ntnt.ng cole of social 

s~tun 1ntbe shaping of poll tics, the po11t1cal nlObilizatt.on 

end paz:t1c1patlon of tbe t.liffetent:. et.t'atoe of masse='• 

the .lnter•liUld intr:a-caste eompett1t.1ons# the 1net-1t.utlonal1• 

zatlon o~ political patties and bureauca:e.t.tc patte.r:n are 
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also themselves Lnd1cat1ve of a slight shif~ of pol!t1co 

fr<xn J.tl$ tradl ~onal p.et.t.es:n to a secular one. AS tN.eb• 

1t reflects u mcaacntea.tlon of po11 ucs.• 111 the state-. 

(5) As eV.ld~ed by the case of po11tieel d.ominane$ of 

the Jets of t4arwar ~eglon. one mey U.ke to apecr!l1ate that 

economic oett.erment of the tca(.\ltiona11y depriveS peopl.e may 

fuMt!on for their soc1ill and educational upllft;• ·And tb1e 

wtll help them t.a articulat.e tneir interests ttu:ougb 

'l.arious premeure g.coups ana. finally., st.r:icie. tow~ 

the greate~ political tuodet:n1aatS.on of the etate, 

A1 t:btY4gh the pl'el!ont. st.u~y provides an 1nt,egrated 

view of the t!Jt&te poli ti.ca,. ther:e are srnne · upeets which 

have ·not. been at.t.ended to 1n this study.., vla •• role 

Ort$.fl.tation of ~"llU.tleal elites. matmel' of :Carnpaiyning. 

vot.tttg behaviour, ~:Ural vs. u,rbaa polittus, poli.tt.cs linked 

with 1!ConomS.e interests of people ln the lt\01:'$ aniJ. lefJS 

~1om aareas Oif tbe st,ate,ete .• These asvects ax:e e)tpectea 

to be un:aaa:t.aken in the subs~uen t resear:ch w.t th a gt:dtlte~ 

· BValleb1 U ty of tl.ns! . and other;: raso-.u:ces. 
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