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P~FACS 

tCl1 rtU.st.aa is aa otlualc reqiea pa. r ex cell caaa ead 

has beea a ceastaat ird tatlea fer the aatiea a-tates which 

bave ca.vQ:ed 4Nt their lM\lac!ar1es acmes the terr1tery. It 

is aet e pre1tlem which ce•£nata tbe preseat pel1t1eal ayadrome 

ltut 1t has ouw1ved tbnrugb maay ccnaturies aae the factera 

respea•ible for its.• 1' •:'') critical pel1tical cituatiea era 

var1e4 lllut eategerically they are either t.raasaatie'Dal with1a 

tbe geeg raph1cal milieu. er extarier ia chn racter. balaaaia9 

tho twe, eae weuld assert that the tmely iat.eaaatieaal 

feraos aad. pr.cesses bave played havac ia this case. tibether 

it waa Ottemaa sultaas or tbe fermer Shahs of lr:aa. they 
· artJ 

acte« at tbe lMb.aat of 1atemat.1eaa.1 agonciea e.- ev011 tbe 

preant. pelitical lea4enbip ef tbe tbree majer ceast1tu.tlag 

aatiea a~tes hav43 deae se. ., o , ~ ~ 
. . ':3"'-c'l..,'l'l·t"3.'1 s~N. ~<t'tt.~+o 41f 't:;~. 

KurUotaa (latitu((ekaad leagitutl~ with: 1a preeeat 

geeqraph1enl area ef 294413 Sq. Km. aati the tetal pep.alats.a 

ef 9457240 ( 1975) c:uta acress lJ:'EU!le Iraq, Turkey, Syria 11Qt 

iD the proa•t study ealy syria is exclu•u fer elwieua reasea 

that syrtaa tarrit.ery 1• ef margiaal Kurtiab aatlare. The 

presat qeegJ:Bphieal •e11Jn1tatiea 1a 1te1ng 4eae primarily 

•• the 1taa1s ef perceat.sge pepula tiea speak1Bg KUrdish 

leagaaqe aa well aa the auppertiag hiaterlcal eviceaees. 

H~over, it has &eea a ~fficult qaestiea wbieh ferestalla 

aay attempt fer C!Xact •~rc:e.tiea. Ku~ataa ao a pelitJeal 

oatity baa aever ltea a reality erxoept fer a very 1trief 

per1e4 ef hiatery. 
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ally 
Kurdiataa is a pbyeiegraphio,Leemplex reqloa with 

deep gerqes. ateep slepes. aa• aar~ fertile plaias ia 

aaaeoiatlea with the harsh climate, var:yiaq frem saew e.were•• 

freat~ittea aerth a~ul aertb-west te the semi-aria tracts ef 

a8llth aa4 seuth west. Primary aetivtttes a.niaete the eeeae- 1 

mic fa'ltriea ef the regtea where the cultivatt••• ltetb 

permaa«Dt nad shifting holds a prad.mtaaat pesitiea ta terms 

of perceatage 41st:.r1lltttioa of popJla tlea aad the ceatriltutiea 

te tbe Gress ll8meat1c preduct.a. Aalmal hu••••ry ie ta mu.cb 

vogue aad gives aa uaique ebaracter te the regiea aacl• the 

people. Miae.rals are few anti 11m1tecl except the rea'3ntly 

discovered oil f1el4s ia Xxaqi KUrdistaa aad they •• aet 

suppert a reaseaable iaduotrial ltase which aacwats fer its 

eceaemlc ltackwarclaess. Natural m111a:u. aa• seci•-pelitieal 

eavireJUDeat has 'De• respeasiltle for 1ts llackwa raesa. 

Tbe presat. at.ucly aims te atudy some ef the vital 

aspects ef tho rogiual structure ef Kurdiaua llut it remaiaa 

te ae still fulfilleli as the clnta o.ad iafer.mati- llaee ia 

rather weak nail uarel1a•le. Ev• ltread statistics issuefl 

fz.m time te time •Y the thre~ nat1ea states is aet availaltle 

fer a very leag spaa ef time. Ia the a•a•ce ef oay time 

series •ate pertaiaiag te aay aspsct ef its regina! atmcture. 

the atutiy caaaet decipher any clewolepmut treads ef tbe regiea • 

Aaether aigaificaat hurtlle has ltee the an-cemparaa111ty ef 

the eta availaltle. It is pr1mrlly lteoauae the three 

aatiea states v1th •tatiact and vell·i•eatified iad1v1dua11st1o 

syatem. Purtber. it ceuld 8e empbasised that nll this iata 

aa4 1afennat1• ia availaltle 1a three laaquages - AralD1c. Tum11 
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aa4 Peniaa - wbieh make it aa aoxmeua task ef get.tiag it 
readere• 
-· ~ ,- · _ inte Sagliab. The data ia Sag11sb is eftea pu1111sbe4 

wt that q1vea a very ltread qeaezelisecl piat.ure. 

Coaaider.lnq t~e ~e1e difficulties ef acQQirimg 

doau.meats. maps. t!ata aad iafozmatioa at tbls p~ace ef 

werltiag u~a a d1ssertat1ea. it ceuli :be rather explicit te 

edcl bere that. the appl1eat1oa ef stat1st1cel eadl qua.atitative 

~-- --- " techlli®es. wbich are aew aa eeseat.iel 1agrad1•t •f e 

qeegrapb1oal study. is rather d1ff1c:ult aad therefore. 

1Dap1te, ef the kaew-ledqe aad awe reness a ad all111ty ta do ••• 

1 t ceulci net be deae. and that teo. rightly se. Hew ewer. 

wherever it has beea peasi1Dle it. has haea deae accerdiagly. 

Because ef lack of compa.ra1D111t.y ef data. ltetb ia terms ef 

the geegraphical uaits aad the peiat of time relntiag: _te the 

tbrea aatiea at.ates. the sephlst.ieatea c:artegrapbic tecbalquea 

eeuld aet 1M applied. H•ever. ia the allseaee ef such 

tectutiquea. the gap is eompeaontod 1fy v1•1ag aaa eaalys1aq 

the patten. treads. pncesses aa• pre1tleme of tbe reqleaal 

struetu. re. elljectivoly. Further. it sheul• lta made very 

clear that ltecauae ef ellvleua reas .. a ef data a a• illfematlea 

limitatiea. maay such aspeets like the questiea ef reql .. a.

lioatlea as well as aaalysia ef t.reaspert. aetwe.dc etc. are 

aet tackle•. 

Tberefere. eae could a.td here that the e cepe of the 

presat study ceulti lie all eempreheaslve ltU:t esseatially it 

bas t.u1'8e4 out to lie rather limited. This eeul• ••ly ae 
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expoadecl and syat.emat.1ee4 whea eae p1:11Ceea fer the fiel• 

atufiy aad visits these parts ead eeaducta •• spet 1aqu1des. 

At the M.Pb11. level• it is ••t feaailtle, partly due te 

tbe specifie4 limited time aad partly due te the system ef 

aead1og the research atluleat.s te tbe field fe;[:.be Ph. o. level 

atu4y. This meaas all such laequaaaa weulcl he 'btHtkC!• after 

ia the future w'hea eae bas tbe chaace t• visit tbese e. reas. 

The culJjec~t.t.sr cf the present d1ssertat1ea ia 

divided iDta tbe follewing chapters. i.e •• ( 1) o.rcstiea 

a.ad Oe11m1tatiea ef thct Area, (2) GM<Jrapbieal Frame -work 

(3) Kuriistaa t.breugb Passage ef Time. (4r, Demegrapbie 

aspect ef Jeurdistaa aad (6) Regi•al. anti Iateraotieaal 

ferct(!S aail Qa«!Stlea ef JlUtcaemy. The text is supperte• 

wltb relevnat nad peasiltle 1lluatratieas ea<t tallular atatemeata 
·, 

It is my pd.vtleqe te ackaewletlge tbe help aad 

guiclaaee ef Dr. R.c. Sbama, my effieial suparv.laer, whe baa 

takea let ef tx.ulltles fer t.r1ag1-.q the thosia :La a preseata'ale 

coatit:l.ea. The d:l.seussieas ~1it.b ether schelars at the Sch-1 

ef lateraat.ieaal stu.U.es. J .N.u. aad at sapm Heuae aa• Tea 

tJUrt1 Liltraries have lDeea very fruitful aad I em gmteful 

te tbam. 

I ackaewle~e my thaaka te Dr. Balim Kba•• Directer 

ef the Departnl$•t •f \ieet ·ASiaa studies .J (AMU) fer pemlttiaw 

t• use the aepartmatal liltraq aafi liltrarJ.aa ef Meulaaa AZa• 
Lilltrary, Alitom ~•lim Uaiversit.y. 1 ala• recer4 my t.haaJca 

te the suauay ef Iraq. CUltural Ceatre fer pnw141ag valuattle 

clf;}ta aaa l:l.terature •• Iraq. 
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I am grateful te my celleaC)Ues Mr. Baltcatullab 

:Kbaa aad Mr. tlamle fer their ceeperat.iea. I thaak Pref. 

s.M. Maa .. tlbare aaa. Pr.f. s.JC. Tharat fer their ceaatructtve 

suggast1oaa. I express my gre.titu•a to my frteacla Mr. 

t-J.N •. Ga«e. Mr. Pulsele eacl Mr. Paa•• wba have helped me 1a 

several ways. 

I am sure that the presnt atur!y ef Kurtist.aa Req1H 

weul• ltefaeme ralevaaoe 1a uaderstaadlag the va.d.eua 

pmltlems ef this really eag1matlc geeqrap'bical •tlty 

whiCh is Ku~ataa. 

~r'--(a. c. Sba rma J · 
superviaer. 

Datetl 

31at necsm.er, 1982. 
Jawaba rlal Ncthru U.iveraity. 
Now D~l'bi - 110067 • 

6:2: ~--~ ~· 
(A:rwa s. Dalvi) 
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IEMARCATION /\NO a:!LIMITATION Oi' KUROISTAN Att1:A 

Historical and Poll tical Extent a 

Kurdist.an transcen<:!s political demarcation and stan is 

as tho unified eulturoll unit. mostly 1nhab1te:! by the Kurds. 

Thoy a ra the earliest: settlers in this hilly region and there 

is no dearth of ev1 it-1nces. both archeolcaq1eal and historical. 

to support such a valid comment. The records of the eo rly 

emp1rGS of Mesopotamia contain frequent references to the 

mounta1~ tribes with names resembling • Jalrds'! Sir Henry 

Rawlinson. a British scholar for the first time id<mtified 

corta1n inscriptions regar-Ung ~Curti (KUrti or P<Urtle) • while 

describing in detail tho land that covore<! east of tho Lake 

Van stretching from south of the plain of ancient Assyria nnd 

gave defini to idea about the extent of K\1 r.d tri~s. 

tt can be wall tUta'blisbed. on thG basis of fot.1c t.alos 

that. f>y the twenty fourth ccmtur.y n.c. • there was lJ Kinqdom of 

Gutium~llvinq almost the Siltna boundaria.s os pASant KUrdistan. 
3 

The clay tablets found in unc1ent B()bylcm. confirm tho qeoqro

pbical locution as well as the name given t.o tho nncient 

-~ - - - - - ~ ~ - ~ - ~ 

1. 'The "K'ur::lo uc:ht•. who attac:ked Xcmophon in 401 B.c. 
near modem zekhu. Iraq. just south of Turkish borlar 
m;,y have ba~ Kuris". Naw Eneyelopaetio Br1tan1ea 
1971. Vol. v. p. 948. 

2. Itingiom of Outiumt The h'..!ort of this Gutium Kingdom 
was the qundrila.terol eonta1ne1 'by tho 1..-t!r ozab. 
the Tigris. thG hill of Bulaimuriya and thCJ rivttr 
':>iyala. Their e<"'•pital city loy 1n and a round the 
town of K:ixkuk nomad Arropkha. in Camp'lll q. Thom..c;on 
'Tba ~mbridg<! Mcient History. Vol. Ill (Lon1.on. 
1970). p. 223. 

3. l'tnhood. Obeikh A. The KurJs anrl their eountry. 
2n1 adn.. (University Book Agency Lahore. Palcistan 
1958). p. 45. . 

1 
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Ku.r·iistnn country. In the time of great Armenian Empamr 

Tigranls the Gr.'Jat. (91-55 a.c.). the Kur1s living around Lake 

van and Laka Urmia ap...a ware brought under their cemtrol. 

Kur<U.sb country :ruled by the King of Torte r (Tude) • Arab or an 

Iranian bu.t ncwer by a Kurl itself. 

Kur.·.!ish. chiefs got. som9 au.tonQmy from the foreign rulers 
' " 

so tbnt they can preserve their power over some areas •nd 

coul-:1 rastriet the! r power all QV't3r Azel'baijan province and 

establ-ished t.he1 r Kingdom of Fa rkhin at aboUt 32 tcms. distance 

from nt.yamaJca.r5 nnd t.he great MaJ:Van1d. dynasty of tha Kurds 

ruled Fa:dtin. Another Kinqtlom oundu.d.j1 near uanub. wa.s founded 

by the KUrds. 6 sulob-ud-Pin w~s tho. Kur.Usb Kinq and dominated 

a rea of Mosul. Amadia end· Ft;"lwanduz - the classical nursery of 

the Kurds. 

In the middle of the seventh century A.o •• Kur:!s were 

converted to Islam. The ra.tds accepted Islam rruch aa rliar than 

Irenians an"J r<nained the firm believers. of the Sunni sect. 7 

HowEWer around Ame:Ua. Arbil. 1n the hills of Northem Iraq and 

RoWan·iua, there are tr1b3s an·:1 villnqes of Kurds observing shia 

tenats. A11olahis aect!ptod Islam but all m:.'\intain rituals ef 

-~-,..-------

4. Ibid, P• SS. 

s. Th~ cneylopaeiia of Islam. l!l3WE·:iit1on. (Laiden. &.J.'Brill. 
1981). Vol. v, Faseioulos, 85-86• p. 439. 

6. \o:.B. Fisher, (ed) • The Cnmbr.t.dge History of Jran• 
Vol. I. (CUm'br1dqe University Press. 1968) • p. 414. 

7. ~ahead Sheikh A •• n.3. P• 55. 

2 



of the:l.r original religion. 8 t<urds living in tho eastern 

Turkey a ra mostly Qlnnis • 

The last qreat aaldju1c1d (A.o. · 1200) wbe created a_ tcuris' 

pr:cvlnco with its capital called Bobar. to the north east of 

Hamadan. '!'his province situate1 be~een Azal:bayejon and Lur1stnn 

included the regions of Hama<tan. Dinawar. Kimanshab and senna 

to the east of the ?.aqzos and to the west of the Shahrasur and 

Khuft.iyan on the Zeb. 9 They were 16 centres. as enwnozat.ed by 

Hamad Allah Mu.staufl (d-1349) in his MQ!hat;-al:i<Ubnl;l. 

The Turkish tJ:Rvoller Ruliya _ C!elebi ( 1482) in his Siynhat

nama (iv. 74-~) enumerates 9 wilayets forminq the then Kur11stnn 

and they are f.!nurum. Van. Hukkari. 01y-a.r:balu:·. Ojaal.ra. AamttU.a. 
. 10 

Ma.wstl. SObeh~zor. and Ardalart. JCurO!stan' : as nn unified 

area broke, up dt.lell to the rivalries between t.ha Ottoman SUltans 

and Sha'hs of Persia in 17th century A.o. 11 and Hamadan end 

Lu:d.stan were detached from Kurd.lstan. 12 

Historical nn-1 politieal axtent of Kurdist.an does not 

co1ncidG with its actual ethnic extent.. ~--:hila damarcating the 

boundary of KUrdistan. two main aspects are very impttrtant - the 

location of the teurdish settlements and the presence of natural 

e. rbid. p. 56. 

9. The Encyl&pae~ia of Islam. n.s. p. 444. 

10. Ibid. P• 440 ,, 

11.. 'In t.hl:! 17th century A.:> •. tho TutJdsh administration gaye 
no mero than 3 liwas to the Wilayet of KUriistan i.e. 
~rsim Mash and o.tyalbakr. in ret.um to Kurds for their 
balp in wars against. Persia•. in Ghessemlou A.R., 
Kuriist.an ani the Kurds. (Parqua, 1965) • p. :'.1. 

12. Ibid • P• 46. 

3. 



barriers which prevent majority of Kuris to spreaq&ut. Accord

ing to Trotter (1878) the limit of their extent to the north 

was the line joininq 01v1g1 - e rzu z:um - Ka rs. 13 In the region 

of EZ"SUNm• they are found especially to the east and the 

sou.th-®st.. The Kurds also occupy the westem slopes of Ararat 

in the districts of Kelg1zman and Tuzluca. 

They latt~r inhaoit tne north-west of Iran. Firstly in 

tbe ·pnwineoo of 'iestem Aramayejon to the east of Lake 

Oxumiyeh ( Rtszaiyeb) • the. ~strlets of Malcu• Ketur. Sbahpur and 

to the sou.th of the Lake. Mababad <ex-su'b~a) ~ in the province 

of Aroalan• an ~sential part of J<Ur·U.st.an. wbOtJo capital is 

senna or sanandn. the. ~llstricts of ~an. _Sakk1z. Ba.riesht. 

Dana. 81jar (Garras>. Meriwan and Hawramanr and the parts of 

the pl'OV1nee of Ki:cmanshah and Kasr-1-Shirin. 14 (See Map Ro. 2). 

Isolated groups of KUrJs are found in Khurasan. Budjnum and 

in Para and ta.xm an. ln Syria. Kurdish axoa extends Upto the 

upper plain of khaba r river. 

The f(urdJ.sh aroa in Turkey in association with the left 

banJc of Euphrates river. fotme the west boun:!a ry of t1rfa province 

to the Mount Ararat upto the north pxovince of Kor. Karasu-Ams 

mountain trondinq north-west to south-west nlonq with Perisuya 

13. The Gncylopae11a of Islam. n.s. p. 456. 

14. 'The Encyclopa~dia of Islam'• n.s. p. 439. Tho 
Kurtis live in tba cltl~M such as Tabriz and on 
the outskirts of T3hran (Brugsc:h. R31aa 11 496) are 
not manticna:! as they are isolated inoeeurrenee. 
MUch furtb1.1r to tho east and outsi&t I ran an 
important KUrdish tdbas is to be fount1 1n 
Baluchistan. 



river. a tributarr of Euphrates. further strengthened the 

natural barriers from the other parts inhabited by non

t<urdisb people and put the limit to I<Urctt.sh sGttlements. 

As regards the qeogxapbieal e:lftent. thera 1s lack of unantmlty. 

e.g •• Encylopeedia of Br1tanica ostimatGS the length· of 

5 

Kur-Jistan es 960 kms (600 miles) an:l breadth 240 kms ( 150 miles). 

The .!9!!!l-!!.-.!l!!!!! (Istanbul 1896) concemed with la.trdisb wiloyats 

of t.he Ottoman empire mentioned 1 ts 1 enqt'h upt.o 1480 kms ( 900 

milo.s) nnd breadth between 160 laDs (100 miles) t.o 320 Jtms 

(200 m11es) 15 

KU.rdistan as the unified territory newer remaind 

intact t.brouqhout the history. Its fato always brS.nqa on the 

able llnd tide of the zulinq monarChs 1n Iran. Turlcay. Imq 

and syria. Divisions of Kurdish area bas been made at 

differont times. Kurdistan divided between Tu:dt1sh and Persian 

empires in 1639• as a result of agreement between Shah Abbes 

and the ot.teman SUltan Murad Iv. 16 1.'his treaty was a follaF 

?o&P final result of tne constant war like slt.uation between Iran 

and '.l'urlcey. Safavids deniei offer from Kurdish chieftains 

to hf31p in war an~ imprisoned th<! KUr11sh Chieftains. Taking 

advantage of this opportunity. ottoman sultan Volim instigAted 

sunni ~rds against Safav1ds~ North-west of Lak3 Urmio. 

Further divisions of Kur:Ush territory as part.e cf Ira• 

Syria nn!'i Turkey have baf!l'l made by Europoen ifttper1al1at powers. 

It was essential as a strategy to control .KUrds. A seerat 

trent between Britain an~rance. knC"JW"n as 'Sylces•Plcot• - after 

---------- ... -----
15. Ibid. p. 458. 



the name of tho foralgn Ministers of Britain and Franca -

divided the cmtire vast territory of the former O~t.oman Empire 

lnt.o the British and French eODes. The British • tad" zcme 

1nelu~ parts minl y of Mesopotamia (Iraq) eliCtendlnq f xom 

Khnn.ekin in the nort'h. Southward beyond Kuwa1t, t.he 'bluo• 

French zone c:on~ist.ed chiefly of the territories of present 

day syria a.nd Lebanon und s~th-enstem part. of Tumey. 

The final dema. rca.tion of Tu tkish-J raq boUnde ry took 
. 17 

place in 1926. Mosul A famous oil field separated from the 

6 

Tur:1ctsb Kur11stan and joinad to Iraq. Mereover these imperialist 

pGWer.;wanted to create KUrdist.an as a sepamte state. but. they 

having secured their concession for oile subsequently lost 

their interest of ereatlnq a ICurdlsh separat-a stat.e. 19 

Adra'1ft1stmt.1vely and po11t1cally t.be total •pante of 

Ku.rl.ish area is unier Kurdish areas belonging to these eeuntrles 

do not have well defined unity with the rest of the atljoin1nq 

areas. This leavan this <ttbnical.ly unified b.tt otbexvise 

lliv1iad as tha problem area for itself as well a~t the neighbour

inq territories of the ecuntries of Iran. Jraq and 'l'u.r:key. The 

plight of I<Urls nt.ands further occentustoi with ne recognition 

of either thai r physical or spatial exist.enco. lt. is strange 

to note here that the ccuntr.les like Turkey do not have offieie.l 

ment:len of JQlrdish area in tho various documents and offieial 

menoqraphs, the people ora described as a 'Mountain TUrks•. 

17. Ghassemlou, A.R., n. 11, P• 70. 

18. Ibidi • P• 263. 



'l'ho literature anf.l infozmaticn base for demarcnting 

this nrea is rntber limit.ecl and. therefore. ene ennnet place 

exact socic-cul ture1 bound.a r1es of Kurdish a.-sa. Exact dema r

ea.t.ion is rather difficult to be ar.hlevfJd but a fair idea ta 

7 

qlven iD tbe fom of the map. fJ.'he map showing the extent of Kurdis 
-h 

Area is further Ullorad. on the basis of adm1nistrat.lve sub 

divisions of these countries. This has been done because of 

d'le convenience of :the colleetlcm of t:.be (lata and information 

and wbicb could be further ~l'GS~ted en the r.nap (See map No."1-). 

tn Iraq. the KUrds occupy tho nortl\ end north-east of 

the country in the pNVinecs of 'Dihek. recently ~oteched fr:em 

tho pmvl~ea of .Motwsll• the Nabiyas or dlstri~ of Zakbo• 

Masurt-ojar. Amad1a and AJcra. 'l'he areas in t.be pl'OV1nces of 

Kldc.uk. Arbil and in the pt:OV1nce of :DJ.ynln. the Nahlyne of 

Khene.k1n and. Mandell. are adjae<mt to the KUrds of Iran essen

tially t.o tba west of tha zagmB. Kowaver. the Kur's are 

equally numorous in Baghdad and Maws11. In Sy_rta the Kurd Dagb 

area is p~nently Kurdish in natura. 

In the north. ~a Lake Sai'OUn (USSR) end in tbe east 

Lake Otumiyeb are the limits for the KUr11sh settlements. In 

the south-east of Lake ONmiyeh the famou.s Ku:rdish t<inodem 

of Mahabad19 was u~o M1endau and sehahin '>t!sh towns situate<~ 
on the r1vem d~&inino into LolcGI Ommiyeh. 

- - -~ - - ~ --~ ~ -
19. King•tom of Mahabad was nn area with lonq tradition cf 

teur.ilsh nationalism. In 1941 after loss of Rezaiyeh 
power in Persia ths MRhabad erea was oeo.apiod neither 
by Britain ner Americn nor by the SOViet union. ln 
september. 1942 seizinq an axeeptionally favourable 
opportunity to t.ho lfur~sh Maha.bad laundle~ the fimt 
Kurdish political movem3nt. the Mamala J.K. (Ja1ah1 
Kurlistan. R~irth of R\u:distan) - in Cbalia.nd Gemnd 
People t-J1thout a ccuntry. (Zed Press. London 1980) • 
p. 118. 
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On the east some velcan1e eJ:Uptions resul t1ng into 

relatively biqh arena hnve PJ,t. the 11JD1t fer the l('urdish 

poplllntion. zagros mountain pttt certain limit to the KUrdish 

settleraents in tho east.em side. e.tz. Kurdish villages situated 

upto the eastem f~ hills and in the sou~-aas~ JS!!!l-§-Garljj. 

and &!11-,a-safid bills can be token as a 11m1t.. 

In south-4d'~t the blst.orical Kingdom of Gutium boundary 

can be token es o. limit which is further enforced by the two 

prominent no.tu!:tl~ 'barrters. ona is the river Dyala _and the long 

hill named the Jabalbamin area. Xn essence 1t remains more or 

1 ess the scune• 20 

Foll~inq tha eboYe criteria t.bGra aro nine cast.em 

pmvinees of Turkey in the 10lrd1stan area e.1. (1) A":;Jri. (2) 

van ( 3) Mils (4) Binqol (S) Bittis (6) D1ya%bok1r (7) S11rt. 

(8) Mardian (9) Haklnd., four northem provinces of Iraq e.i. 

8 

( 1) Oiholc (2) ~rbil (3) A.l-suleimnniya (4) KJ.dcuk ant! t.'hree 

wostem provinces of tran e.1. (1) West-Azazboy<ljen (2) Kor!lstan 

~ 3) Kexmanshah (See Map No. 1). However. the r<urdlsh area in 

Syria an:! tho U.s.s.R. is not ~sidared ns KUrds are just in 

unnet1ee1 miaority and further it is difficult to g'lt. 

tnfo!l'.Qaticm. 

20. Demarcation of KurdiGtan boundary adjusted with the provlneiol 
boundaries, using simple criterion t.4. (a) If more than fifty 
per cent population of province 1a Kurdish, then that provin
ce is included 1n Kurdlstan (b) If more than fifty per cent 
lu:ea of the province having historical evidences of Kurdish 
territory ~ith a considerable percontage of Kurdish pOpula
tion ls included 1n thO Kurdish area. Applying this criter
ia some orcas essentially Ku.rdlotan are being detached and 
sane non-Kul'dish area aro being attached to the present 
study Dreo. Ho\•.rover, this does not distort the chnraeterl
otic Ku~dish region. 



lfama o'f the 
Prcwinca and 
nation 

TURSI 
1. ..Aqri 

2. B1nqo1 

3, Bit.tis 
4. Oiyarbakir 

. s. Hllldca ri 

6. Mardlan 

'· ... s 
8. Siirt. 

9. Von 

2. Kermanshn'h 

3, Kor:.U.s~n 

Area in· 
Sq,Kms. 

106,16~ 

11.458 
8,911 

'•''· 
15.400 
9.865 

12.879 
s.697. 

12.462 
19.797 

~35,5§0 

1. Al-rameam 9e426 

2, D'hek 6.374 
3, Atb11 14e428 

t. Al-sulemanlyeh 16,482 

§YRDlSTAN TOTaL 2881 413.5 

Popula
don 

3.1aa.seq 
330.201 

210.804 
318.305 
651,233 

126,036 
519,687 
267.203 
391.503 

386,314 

t. 463,654 

1.407,604 
. 2,261. 760 

794.290 

tsos.oog 
439,000 

217.000 
493.000 

656.000 

2457.240 

Pexeentages 
of area to 
crea of 
Tu:dcey 
Iran 
tmq 

13.18 

1.42 

1.11 
o.e3 
1.91 

1.23 
1.60 
1,08 
t.ss 
2,46 

l...m 

2,15 

1,45 
3,29 

3,76 

10,65 

9 

Percentage 
of pop.~la• 
tie to tll 
total popa. 
lation of 
Turkey 
Iraq 
Iran 

L..7Jl 
0,82 
0,52 

0.79 
1,61 

o.3t 
1,29 

0,66 

0,95 

0,96 

t3.as 

15.68 

3.82 
1,89 
4.29 
5,70 

14.72 

!"tOURCC:Sa 1. Statistical Year Book of 'l'Urk.ay-1979 (Prime Ministry 
state Institute of Statistics, Ankar-a. 1979), Pub,No, 890. 

2. National census of Pctp!lat1oo end Housing. movembar, 19'79 
(Stat1stteal Centre of Iran, 1981), Serial No. 186, 

3, Annual Abst.ract of Statistics, 1976• Ratllblie of 
Iraq, Ministry of Planning. centrnl Statistical 
organ1s ation, 



The study area has certain emcunt. of ambiguity 

in 'the absence of exact inform."ltion. which' is not available 

in India. Because of its strategic lcxmt.1on vis-a-vis the 

three cou.ntdes. t.radltionelly never o" lonq friendly terms. 

the exact 1nfoanat1on may not b~ freely available there teo. 

Historically and ethnically. it is and it. 'hns been e l<urdlsh 

regiOD and should be studie-:1 as a whole end then enly one 

can develop correct perspectives on its problems and 

prespact.s of development. 'then' only ene ardvcts nt a 

conelusian whether it bas bean the 1mper.l.a11st blunder 

thWarting any development plan. 

10 
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The physical landscape wad the geological sts:uctuxe is of 

utmost. interest to explain the vnrJ.eus aspects of KUrdistan and 

its people. Geologically, KUJ:distnn atea i.s very much complex 

Wbez:e different continentlll. plates nave como J.nto contoct. 

NOrtbexn pa.xt of J<u:a:d1stGll is a focal poin~ of the tectonic 

movement which affec:t.e<l ;_ • the nort~~em rJ.ms Of the td.ddle 

East region. Result;. of these movements is the creation Of 

present DIO\mta.in rangos o.g. ~agrors. Taurus. J?antus and Elburz 

and associated landse~as. 

Almost whOle of J(Urdista."l is covered by .Arabiart plate 

except wmo parts of tranisn Kuraistan (see Figure rJ:». 4). 

-rh.e oo.rtttcm part of Kw:distan is covered by narrow Mci to liM 

fold. 'l'ho zags:oa rogion continued sedl.mentation upto the late 

tertiary timas, when it was folded into a series of parallal 

anticlines and synclines. 1 A considerablo igneous ana meta

morphic actJ. vi ty can be identified in ··· .. these pmv1ncos of 

ooutnern Iron. Rezaiyah .... Efandeghah os:ogenic belt runs parallel 

to the ~dgros mountains and then further wast 1 t uni tea with 

Taurus belt of TUrkey. It io sepo.ratod trom :,;.agroo mountains 

by zagros crash zono,. an area of great thrusts una faults. The 

encl ps:oduct uf all this ts that l<.Ut:diatun region has 

a vezy cor.plex physical personalty giving distinctiveness of 
e.-

hnving wiLl identified areae of isolation with the rest of tne 

neigb};)ouring uncts. This in turn resulted into socio

ethnically detached aroao with least external influences. 

----- ----·-----
1. Telcin, u., "Iranian Geology and continental Drift in 

tho IJ.ddle F;aatet • (The Hu.gue,1972) PP• 114-1S. 
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A charactc"iotic feature of the region is the wi,Clesproael 

oceul!'ronc:e of volcan1c xocks,. cniofly basalts. ·They are· found 

associated with zones of s~ctural weakness, e$,peeially in the 

hiqhlan<l eone of AXtt\enia (TUrkey) and Zagros (!ron). Perfectly 

r:ound volcanic peak$ from whieh lava bad prevl.ously radiatecl, 

are seen in Y::eunt Ararat. and f.-20\lnt ne1.navand. ·lt has been the 

tecton1cally an inst®i~ zone Where the earth--quakes with tne1r 

epicent:ree alonq the majo~:: plate bOundaries ax-a of c:onrnon 

occurrenc~. ·This has eonstcierable inpact on ma.n•o lif~e here. 

vistrJ.but.ion of d:Lf£erent types Of xocku are a.s follows 

(see Figura ~. 5). 2 The post. c..-eta.ceoua volcanic fo%1'1\ations 

aJ;G founCl S.n nortn-wesuaro part of the reglon whaJ:'eas the 

PJ:e-CC1fPr1an roc:ks a;ro found in the soutnem '1"\ltkiab area, 1me 

northern part of nahabad p.r:ovince and tne. south-Westesn parto 

of Kurdistan. guaterru.u:y roeks are mostly confined to the 

southern part of '.rigritJ river basin,. whex:e the Plioc:ene ancl 

Miocene are found 1n oibok and :~rth part of ld.lmlc pz:ovinces 

of traq and also in the south JJtahabad, north KUJ:tiiatan and 

l<irrntmshan provinces of tran. c.:retaccous and juraooic rocks 

are raa1.nly found 1n the highlands of • ..anoniat the silurian, 

combrian and undifferentiated palaeo20ica can bo observed in 

the valley of t.oru.rat tlnd lowor billa of zagros. 

In .rrnnian part of !<urdiot&n, t~'.osozoic limeatone and 

marble make up a large proportion of ·the out.c::cop. 3 some of the 

-·------------a. GeOlogic ill map of t<.urd1otan is drawn oo the basts of 
Geological rasp of Middle Eaot published by OXforo University 
Prase l.Uld reproduced in • The t<tiddle boat - A Geogrepbical 
study' by 1>ete~r aeawaout, (LOndon.. 1976), P• a4. · 

3. .Ibid •• p. 141. 

12 
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calcuftiOus sedilnents here, have weilded tremendous importance in 

the economic lif,e of the region as they- are t:.requcntly the beds of 

oil rosorves. e.g., AsmarL limestone of IraQ .t.s the most .lmportant. 

reservoir rock fot' the pet.x.'Oleum.4 

Geologically 1\.UJ:di.st.an is not endowed wi tb arzple minoral· .. 

resources. energy resources are poor anc:l same ls true of basic 

minerals whic:b could gi.ve 1nd\1Strial pxospertty to the region .. 

Therefore; one can not think or prescribe any si."eable inau.st.rial 

development in the region. Tbis is further circum&cribed due to 

the difficult. terrain affording any good network of transport and 

ccmmnmication. 
' 

Kurdistan is a ver:y much c::omplieated ~taineous x:eoion • 
. 

Sheikh A. uaheed in his bOOk 'J.<u.rds and their counts:y•., descJ:ibed 

the geogruph1cCJ1 details of I<Umieh countJ:Y by confining into four 

main parts. 5 . 

(1) 

(ii) 

(111) 

(j,v) 

East and south east. 'l'Urkey 

tl:)rth. ;iOrth-east iiDd north-west Iraq. 

:~rth-eaat syria. 

Physiographic units of l<Urdistan area can be dcscri.becl in feu 

mnin region as followsa• 

----------------
4. Ibid.~ P.112e 

s. · sheikh. A• Uahcedi l<Uxds and thei:r count.:ry {Lahore 1 
University BOok ~gency, 1958). p.22 
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(1) 

(J.:L) 

(iii) 

{1V) 

Northem high' lands 

zagxo$ MOuntain Ranges. 

The nigh plains of Lake u~ia 

Tbe ~igris rtvar basin. 

14 

They a~e baeed on relief areal differentiation and are 

not subject to man-made political boundawios and therefore the 

analysis is somewhat different to s.A. waboed • s scheme• The 

pr:esent · SC:heme conforma to the basic phYsiographic broad 

spectrum as well as it f..t.ts well in the well accepted regional• 

ieat.ion format. 

This region <:Ons1sts of a very wide high land plateau 

(see figure No. 6) with a series of continuous mount.atn .ranges. 

There ere numetous narrow Valleys Where the pr.:ocess of emsion iG 

very strong and fnst. RiveJ: MUrat ca:tchment area and Lake van 

are important physiogJ:apbic features • The lake like features 

arc widespread and primarily due to the blocking of the valleys 

as .result of consolidation of lava.· emitted during the past 

volcanic activities. It is highly dissected ~aridscape with 

limited cultivated patches 'ana scattered-well pexchod settlements. 

The highlands are divided into several sUb-divisions as described 

in thO following pages. 

(a) f!ig!} P,~~~a'! .~~. ,1\D;at;q,l.\,qa The plateau is moro than 

2000 m. in altitude. I~ was formed ps:obaply during f,t'ert1s.ry 

period. 6 'X.ho younger sediment.& n~ ~oz:rnea between and ove~'

lapped into the ancient and st~le continental platefoE.ms •• 

--------------
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c.. 

The plateau is a focal point of t¢onie movemantc 

(see figure No. 4) where tbe four great mountains a ra eonnecte<! 

e.i. Zag:ros. 'l'a\tzus. Pontus and E.lburz. 

on t.he both side of the plateau. Lake van in the west. 

and Lake Umta in the Ssst. side are situated. Tbe aaetam 

slop3 of plateau where the fert.tle plains of Urmia are 

formed is mora steep than the wast. Northam part of the 

plateau is occupied bY MurathnsJ. rncuntain and Ala r:anoe. 

trending fJ:'OID north-east to sout-west.. Ten&u:uk l'Snoe lies in 

the west. and the rivers Deli and nend.f.mnhi flCM here. 'l'be soil 

layers in this area are very thin an::i low in fertility. The 

mounteln&GUs character of the area is typlcnlly least. pctpllatad. 

Prom1nent 'hills in the area ara Aktas range with high peak of 

2034 m. and is em tbe Tuxtcisb..llraniiln boz:der. Among others sre 

P1r&"&site ranqe havinq Nizur Bag Pass. Aht.a range anti Kuh range 

a the west and Ourubol. ke-e-zcld .• Hirabit. Ha raYil. sora tap 

ancl Mor in the east. 

'l'ha southern part of the plattJ&u is again more fraomented 

by the river Zeb nnd its t.d.butaries. This part. ls hnvlnq more 

penlca ancl ecnpamt.lvely hiqher than the no.rthem plateau. 

sptn.s ranqa xuns in north-south directian with lts mom 

complex f®turxJS. liko high Kara (3630 m.) and Baolcale (3250 m) 

peaks. Cilo range is isolated ftaD the main plateau due to the 

small Nehil river a t.ributat.ory of zeb. In this pArt.. too. 

~ere are.deep gorges making it highly dissoeted and uneven 

part. of ta.a rdistan a rea. 

(b) tour.fi· ;llwn;!ig Rqqg a 
In the south and wost side of Lake van. the mountain 

ranges lie between 4?Ge: to 430s longitudes ond have on avemge 

height of mom than 2000 m. Tho dlroction of these mnges is 



south-east to north-west. The high ..peak feamres • for example 

Mount Nenu:ut. and Mount suphan (44~·4 m) ara created due to the 

volcanic Euupt.iona. 7 as well ae the small lakes of Mnurat. Mosik 

and Hnch1. 

'fauNs mountalt\ raDc,es probably ~nve been formed in the 

Silurian. Cambrian anci undlfferent1ate4 palaeezoica8 and theJ.r 

total length is appr:aimat.ely 380 Kms and tha wtdt:h between 

16 

SO and 60 Jcms. 'rbis area stands sapaz:at.ed £.rom the main. Al'lllenlon 

plateau by Nerd&&z d.ver valley. Thete am t.we mountain peaks -

A~s (3475 m) and the pea~ at KUkus village (3450 m). The valley 

of aanan divides KaDbos and stra mountain .areas. Other promi

nent ranCJ$8 are Ha1"k:use Catela and sasyelc$an. ' 

Lake van is a special 9l'!09mpl\1cal feai:Ure of this area. 

it. is 1720 m. high fna tbe see: level and is fozmed due to 

volc:an~c: activity. The length of the lalte is 125 laDs and width 

40 kms. Geologically. it belongs to Silurian. Cambrian and 

un:iifferent.iated palaeosoies times. 9 It commands tha water syat.ftlfl 

of river Ziben. Deli. B<!ftdimahi in the north and river Ka m. 

Micinger in the eost. The water at lake van is less salina 

than those of lake Urmia. bUt cont.ein a high pNpOrtion of sodium 

c:al'bonate.
10 

'fha lake van reg-ion once su~rte~ a moderately 

~ ~ - - -- - ~ ~ ~ - - --·-
1. Fisher. u.a •• Tho l-11d1le easta A Physical SOCial 

and llegional Geography, 7th ectn. (London. 1979). 
p. 325. 

a. Beaumount Pater and others. n.6. P• 24. 

9. Fisher. ·~;.a •• n.7. p.313. 

10. Ibid. P• 315~ 



dense poptlotion and the cultlvatien has beon confined to the 

'bGnlcs. 

17 

(c) The YAAAU ef !!JJ:!t • is a very prcrdnent feature. 

· It flews in an area with an elevat.ien of 1000 to 200 m. and 

comes devn t.o meet the Euphrates river system (See figure 1 to 7). 

It has four small rivem..OO.zol. Heu:onek and DesJcan en the r:igbt 

ancJ ttora on the left. The lenqth of the Mumt val19Y is nearly 

220 kms. e.nt! w.s.cttn upto 40 to .60 kms. In Mus pmvince. r..arat 

has good alluvial depesits and therefore cultivation is quite 

significant. suppottinq a high popUlation density. 

(d) JS9B9 • ABI f!IUDt.a&n Ranges 1 

These ranqes cun fJ:OI!\ Mount Arem.t a famaus volcanic 

peak 5165 m. high to the west d1~1on with a little bend 

tewards s<'Alt.h to ICol river. Karasu Az:ae mountain ranges are 

det& .bacl( to the pest-e reateous poriod vi th lot of v•leanJ.c 

activities. Those raountsin.o havB varying thieJcness. as they 

ere th!Jmer at Kol valley and very bzoad at Kalaaadt range. 

bov.t.ng -soma peaks D\Ore than 2000 m. hlqh. The~ are deap 

qe~e like features. making tho area blqhly dlsseete':l and 

useless for any significant human activity. The river Elaat.l 

is a very deep valley sopa rating the Hamal and Seyt.an m11ges 

and river Gunulc separates seu:ufaddin range fnm Seytan. 

(ll) ~aqps twel$3!&9 RNJ$1!1 I, 

Xn south and south-east part of IO.trdlst.an area, the 

zagms mountains with all their ccmplex1Ues dominate the 

landscape. The Greater Zaq1:88 with mora than 2000 m. heiqht. 

and 1000 to 2000 m camplox folds alengwJ.th the lowar zagnts 

with noxmal fel~ fo:r.m the dbaracteristic features. 



Geologically. it is a very complex mountain syatarn with 

pliocene and eocene dapesit.s. It had tectonic activities in. 

the past and still ':it suffem with earthquakes. It is rich 

18 

in ~mleum reswJ:ees. Akha~d. and Sanandaj oraa is eminently 

silurian and cambrian in formation11 where as SUftbulakuh area 

is pre-cambrian and the soutbe:m patt 1e again pliecene and 

jurassie in foxmatiOD. 

(a) GftaljG£ zaqcpa I 

These ranges lie in the -dire~ion of North-west to 

south-east. On the ceast of Lake Ut:mla an tsolat.od voleanie 

peale. Baha:nd stands at the heiqht of 3700 m. and bas affected the 

4ra1naqe pattern around this lak·e. Another high land plateau 

is kaGWn as KUtch ncm. Almost the wbola area of kurdistan 

Province: in I mn ecdlpie!! by this plateau (sea figure No.6). 

This plateau gives rise to -rat.vi and za mneb riven joiDing 

UJmla lake. SOUtbwe.rd the plateau has· many overlapping mounUllft 

ranges and h1qh pea'ks, thUs eont.rollino the pattern of tbe river 

Oezel OWzan. ~trema sou.tb a little part of Safid .range can 

be eeen hero. Howovor. azcun.;l the Lake a lower altitude plain 

at"ea upto Kbamseh ranges oecum. 

(b) Leqr zaqm • 

SoUth..west sidti of the Greater ~aor.s, the L.-er Zagres 

mountain l'&nges slop(! down southward. i'hose ranqos st.n~ f~ 

the Amenian plateau. upto t.be boundary of Klrmnnshab pzovince 

of the sou.tb. These ranges stxueturally h&.ve noxmal foldlnga 

at 1000 to 2000 m. oltitude. The ~nta1n mnqas mn almos-t 

parallel 1ft the north-west to sCJUth-east direction. A fameu8 

--------- .... ~ .. -. .... 
11. Fisher w.a. (ed. )• 'the Ca.mbridge H1st•ry of Imn 1 

LO.nd end t>oople, Vel. I, (Lon!Jon 1 Cambr.ltlge Un.lve.r:s1ty 
Press. 1968), P• 112. 
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R&wan<lua pass is on the bounds ry of X ran and 1 xoq. A smll 

loke Halabja is located. here. In these lesser Zegros. we find 

sot~a l'lfii:Nntain peaks 1D IJ:Bqi KUrdiston. for example sunbula. Kabir 
' 

and Rosht-e-ra&h. A spacial feature of the a rea is that theA 

are fertile valloys ~rtant for cultivatlee. 

(III) Higb PlaJ.g gf .~'fSe ll!!!!AA a 

· The eastern side of Axmenian platoau has a very steep 
Lake 

slope giving d.so to the plains of.,!UrmJ.a. Inland Dminaoe 

fmm the surrounding mountains brings water t.o the lalce Umia as 

wall as different q:rodes of alluvial non-saline alluvial 

deposit10ft oeeurs on the we$t and saline deposition is on the 

south side of tho lake. 
Q 

Lake Utmia .is shallow sbecst at water lying at 1296 m 

(4250 feet) above sea lavol and measuring very appX'O)(ime:ttlly 

144.8 lcms by 48.2 kms (ninety miles by thirty mi~as>. In 

rainy season. it is 24 m to 32 m (lS to 20· feet.) daap. but it 

ehrinJcs to a smnllJ lake. 'rbere is plain area .in north and 

south sides of lake but on the westam side. it bas steep 

lcndscape. Ooolog:J.eally. eouthem pert of plain is Greataaa«aa 

an1 jurassic and north and westem J:)Srts pre-cambrian ped.od. 12 

Sol• lakes ara formed .in the south by river 'l'ertazu. and Clldar. 

River Borondus and Wlozlu flow frena tho west. when we alae 

finct cultivatei. land and paeturas. supporting a high density 

in this pert. 

(IV) The t&grj,a RiVe( Dasi.Q 1 

Rivar Tigris is ~e main and import.an~ river of this 

area almost. all td.but:s.rlas of Tigris rise and ·flow in Kurdish 

area. lU.ver Tigris rises fnm Lake Ha2ar in t.he southern .... ______ ,_, ______ _. 



'rurkey (See Figure No. 8). PbyslograpblcellY• Tiqd.s basin 

can be dlvide:i into two pert.s • (1) Upper Tigris Basin. and 

(11) Lower T1qris Basin. 

Upper T ig rls nasin is 

betwee 300 and 1000 m. altitude and qeo1oqlcally it belonqs t.e 

the cambrian times. Diycu:beld.r• a PlVI71nc1al c:apital ttiWD• is 

the eent.ral pcpint of this geog:rapbical unit.. when nez:tb aad 

south slepes come into contact. surrounding area ef OiyameJdr 

is well fertile plain. 'l'r:lbUtad.es from all sides ·come in an4 

je1n t.he Tigris•\ 

nJ.yaJ!beJd.r area tcrpogrephtcally is much less mgqed. hewever. 

the plateau surface remains dissected and the refers. the cul t.i

vat.ed lanct ~- limited. Availability of water. decide tbe natura 

ef cultivat.lOI'l• however. it has remained a primarilY a 11Ye,.eteck 

pastoral ana. 

The main riven of upper basin an 'Zulkar. J.\nbur. Askar. 

Batman. sason. Ouraan. Cllsol. 8\lbt.an. Hez11. Khabar and all h8.Ye 

eome eut frem tha Teums mauntein and the Great high land of lu:rne

nta. Die to Mast and Midyat bills. the river 'l'igr:ls flews t•ard 

east dJ.raetien and. directly ent.em into I xuq. 

(b) La!!er :r1gris sagig 1 T1qr1s comes ct.n at 500 m. 

altitude. while entering into Izeq. In Iraqi KUrdistan Tiqr1a 

flow in south-east direction anr.l t.ha Oraat.er Zeb and the lesse.r 

Zeb are its main t.ribute.ries. There oro numenus fextile alluvial 

fans created by t.haso doscanding tributaries. Practically all 

t.heee tributaries alongvith Tigris ara eonaide:rably E~KP1o1ted 

for irriqat.t.on pllrpose. for axampl.e dam at. Mosul p Tigris and 

set~eral ethen. In the south. alt1tu4e of Tigris plain is enly 
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200 m. cseept hills ~f Jabal Makhul and Jabal Hnmosin (Sea 

figure No.6) which forms as the natural limit of the Kur.U.sh 

area. Near Kil'kuk. Babn Q.u:gur and Jabal Qarachaq hills have 

very rich eil deposiu of intemational impeftnnce. Further 

south. the river D1yala malc:es o vast. fertile plain supporting 

qood eult.1vat10ft and dense poptalet.1on in this ana. 
. . 

Phys1etraph1t{. details of Kurdish region are mthar 

· too pt'DftO\lnce to supper:t any sizeable ec:cmemic: activitY covering 

the whole tract exeept isolated patches of cultivated rid\ 

fiolds 1nt.az;Upened betWeen the slopes and the narnw win11ng 

river valleys. However. the dissected topOgraphy gives strategic 

location to the Kurdish settlements for on.qoinq raV'olt eqainst 

the Db central authority fer trying for autcmomy. Most of 

the settlements are pal:clled on top er tm the strateq1eally 

advantaqeeus locatioras. Physiography does not permit any 

balanced net woltc of trnnspert alld conmun1cat.1on. Gaolegieally. 

· with th., GKC13pt1en of oil and gas depesits. it. is least and•ed 

tract. least attractive to in&lstrialisaUcm of any dlmensien. 
C\\n'\tt\e~-

The climate of R\1 rdistan is very harsh an:! demanding. 

Ita influence is felt: severoly in all the man• a activities 

• 
and dry and nvu:kedly dusty in the seuth ~Jhile in the north. 

they at:e m1ld end soothing. t<:inten are bitt.ad.y celd1 the 

spring nnd autumn both are subject to suddBn hot or eeld spells 

(Sao Pigure No. 14). The maxiftl.lm temperature in the valleys 

record 49°C ancl absolute min1num of -3S0 c hav<! been reeerded. 13 

-------.- - - - ~ ~ ~ -
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'l'be total annuel p$-ecipit.atlon is betwean 400 and690 mm. 

Almest wbola of the -rainfall occur in the winter eeas·on. partl• 

culorly ftc~~~ January to March which recorc!ed heaviest :rainfall. 

(1) Air P£!S§!Ui'! agd tf1Ddt 1 High winds are the bcls1c:: chai.'Bc• 

t.er.letics of th.e Kutdistan region. which 1nteos1ft the effect 

of the eoctreme temprature 1n ·winter as well aa 1n stu~~Der. 

'i'he high wiado are caused in. swmner (see Figure ·No. 9) because 

of the maxtced different.:l.at.ed pressure cmditiona 1ft the 

ndqbbouJ.'taoocS · e.g.. lew pnssure in t:he Xnd1an subcontinent 

orad Baluchistan. aK<tond1nq west:ward ever r<Ur'ilstan cause 

tompemturo woll over 35°c~ 14 Whereas the cyprus lCIIW ptansuro 

is primarily as a hSulti of differential heating of land and 

sea with a rna deed developnent of local cenvergant uplift. 15 

The s t.Z'Oftg tbel'Wll gradients occur causing sctremely swift. 

winds in thls .region. In win.tor Kurdlstan region comes under 

the influence of S1benan ant:J.eyc::lene •. With few tepagra'{)hical 

barriers to prevent the south-westward spread of intensely dry 

cold air fEOm inner Asia. the region •periences often heavy oe 

late 1n the month of ,.y.16 In the early pa"" of vintara 

tha zeqion has wost.em aixmast:H!JS bringing 111. lot of 

precipitation. 

'l11) tempaptum ' Temperatura 1n Kurdist.sn vade frem 

seosCilfts to seasens with rnGrked IQ.umel variations. Local 

topognphie ft99edness and ele.ntJ.on va rintions cause spatial 

t.amperat.u ro ve riatlons. 

14. The &ncyclopaedie of Islam. Naw adn. (Loidmu B.J.8r111. 
19?1) • Vol. v. Faseicules 85-86. p. 441. 

15. Beawneut Peter and ethers n. 6• p. 54. 

16. IbidJ P• 57. 
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Bunner are vory bet with dry air. part.icularly in the 

south-weat.em part of KUX\Ust.an. tllring day time. 32°C: ( 90.P) 

temperature is COim!Oft in lower area. Cold night brings tho 

daily evezeoe to l8.22°c (65°F) 21·11°C (70°F). May to 

September is the summer season end October to April is wiater. 

J\lne. July. AUqU.st and also September are hot. and dry spell 

menths. tUring this period. the meS.n. temperature of reqton is 

more than .1?0c. At Kir:manshab the mean temparntu.r:e qoes beyond 

l?•c in. July en~ at van it. is 22t)c:. tn tbe eastem I<Urdistsn 

mean t~reture is 32.2ec ln JUlY month. In the west mean 

maximum temperature is 3l.0°c in July. 17 

sumnem are very much hot apecially due to the southerly 

Khamsln winds from t:.he Arabian c!esert.. But. the niqhts are -very 

eeol. e.q. • Mosul maximum temperature is 51°C ( 124°P) and 

mlni1111m is only 15°c (59°1'). In the eastexn parts of the 

region the dny time tGmperat.ure exceeds 37.'17°C (100°F)• where 

10°£. (S0°P) even 4.44°C (to°F) in the niqbt• 

Winters are very severe in Kurd1stan. October to 

March is the winter season. Decamber and January are tho 

coldest months. Apart from 'tigris basin. almost. whele of the 

G rea has bel~ o•c temperature in tho month of Janua r:y .(Sea 

Figure No. 11). In further north. the eold beecmes too lnt.ansa 

with -t3°c as the mean temperature. Nights have temperature 

upte -2o•c. whan tha absolute mini1111m of -35°C have bean recordad 

and em the higher plateau -40°C i' sometimes raeerdttd. In the 

nortb-easte.m rau:t.tst.an. the sraf!IIW _remains well upte 100 &lye 

-----------------~ 
17. World .Met.rolog1cal oxvanization "Cllmatelogtcal Nermals 

(Cline) for Climate and C11matsh1:p stations for the 
period 1931-60" • edition 1971. (Gencws. 1971) • Wf!O/OMM 
No. 111• TP. 52. 
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whereas· only 7 to 10 days at OJ.yad»ekir 1n the soutb. tn 

the Tigris basin. the me:an monthly temperature goes dawn 

upto 6.S0c in the mcmth of .TanuaJ!Y• 

Lecal topegraphie conditions act as the faet.er for 

spaUal unaveness regn rdinq temperature dlstd.bu.ticm.. Tbe:r:e 

is e considerable difference in valley and mountain urea 
' . ' ' 

temperatura. ,particularly J.n sout.hem KUrdist.an t.he summer 

temperature is · recorded upt.o 38°c whereas in ~e valleys it 

could bo 49°c. 

Relative mtmidit.y is 

24 

different. from place to place. ln T!qria plains relat1vo 

humidity is more than S<* for the siX months of winter aanson. 

bUt in June to September 1'0let1ve humidity is very law. At. 

Me~l August is the driest month with minimum a•e~qe relative 

humidity is 13%. ln northem Kurdistan relative humidity is 

-.ch more higher than sCNthem KUrdistan. It is near obeut 

6QtA mean relative humidity. Xn eastam K\lrlist.an. the relative 

humi·:U.ty ls also mora 1. e. S~~ annual mean. In nerthem and 

eastem KUdietan then is not much change in relative humidity 

over a 6 months of winter but it varies in summer. 

IOlrdist.an hcas a medarate precipitation. The mean 

precipitation ls 600 nn to 900 nn. This precipttatien is mostly 

in the winter months. In nert.hem port ef teurdist.an. the months 

of the heaviest min happens to be February nnd March• but 

twards Van A.pril is the wetest month (Sea figure No. 12). 
' . 

Tha 111Qnth of Ma reb and Apr.ll do also experience quito a few 

bell storms. Mostly in autumn nnd spring. Iranian tau:distan 

get lesser rain than the westem Kurdlstan. 
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D1stribui:1on of precipitation is depends upon the 

w.t.nd direction an1. topography and bas malkecl spatial vnriat.lens. 

S.Uth-east pnrt of 'l'Udcey. SOUth Aanenian plateau qet.s mel'S 

t.hnn 1500 mm ann\lal lalnfall. 'i'outuo mountaiD gets more za.tnfall 

because of its topographical cbazactertsts and ranges betWeen 

1000 to 1500 nm. Hills of Greeter Ugms are high in alti~de 

but because of tbe least ato1stuze the rainfall ln the atJstem 

zagms is betWeen 400 to 600 mm. The plains of Tlqris roc:eiva 

less rainfall. The southem part. of Kirmanahah province. south 

area of Lalte Urmia van receive lC~Wer rainfall in the ranqe of 

200 to 400 mm. The qeDe.ral trends are from heavy zniDy 0&'$88 

of nert.h..west to south and siCRlth-eaat areas of 1• rains. 

Climatically. the region <:Gu.ld be divided into two macm-reqions. 

i.e •• col-:1-wet regime in the' nerth and north west and tho a<!llni

and bet regime in the south and south east:. Climate hns rruch 

greater influence on th9 man-envift.lftlneat-developnaent syndreme in 

Kbrd1stan rogien. 

S.il' s sur:vGY ef KUrdistan area is by different cGUntr:t.es 

e.g. euz:vey in TuXkey ta.trd.l~atan by oakes in 1957. sul'Vey in 

Iran by Iranian Mibiet.ry of: Agriculture and F.A.o •• prepand 

seil map at a scale of 1 1 asoo.ooo and Iraq soil mop by or. 

P. Dusinqh in 1958,.eollaettng and celntrlng 1nfommt1en fn~~~ 

abeve sGUrces •na can diviie K'urd.istan into six soil t.ypes 

i.e. B~n. reiisb. aJt••••• calcareous. ehesttnuts. BftiWn 

st.eppa (Sae figure No. 15)., br<!Wn and mdisb bmwn soils.· · 

The at!nd-arid area of TUrlt:l.sh lCurtistan and Zagma mounts~ 

ranges have~ bl'8lin-rad1sh soils. The caleareous chestm&t soils 

are fwnd near tho lake Van and Lake Urm.ta and in the valley areas 
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ef te:imansb.ah pr:ev1nce. Dl'll'ln steppe soils are fOUDd lQ the 

east Kurd.tstan. north caf Lake Urmie and 1n the T.S.qria bas1D. 

sand duDes an4 sandy tracts are mostly in southern KUrlist.on 

areas. spec:ially in lmqi part. of Ku.rdJ.st.an. Hawmrer. soil 

information is net. perfect. therefore. regionalizat1en could 

not be done. 

Tho geoql'ftpb1cal frame wodc ef Kurdistan in essence. 

is rather toe demanding mak.ing the man-enviemment relatiens 

rather difficult. Man has to st&Uggle a let._ for hia SlU:Yival 

because of the harsh climatic regime. mggac! topegrephy and . . 

peer and ltmited soil coven. Within o givaa geogxap.ieal 

milieile. one can axpeet a £1-.:d.shinq eeenomy in the area but. 

the meagre resour:ees at tme dispesal of I<U.rdiab •n makes the 

life mt.her cU.fficult. 

2S 
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CHAPTBR III 

JSYRDISTAN ~HROUGH PAsse,<£ Of Tif£ 

Per a better uademtand.lag ef the pr.blems ia 

R'ardistan. it is aecessa.ry to look at ita bistorical 

backgreund. Phys14tqxapb1e stmcture and geegrapbi.cal 

lecatien ef tbe region has qiven 1111ch impert,aace te this 

reqieD dur.lng the histerieal pr.cesses wbidh have affected 

this azeo acress save•l natien atatea. The lecati• ef 

tbe ccuntry is always a supreme geegraphical ~act in the 

bisteu:y1 aad the regia Ul'!der present study is •• ext'H!tptien 

to these faetors ef loeati•• Xn asseciatie with it n ra 

ether physiegraphio details which qener:a~e fer:ees ef 

divetqent cbaraetsr and which have frequatly changed as 

per bietor.Lcal a.nd peli tleal dcwe1epment in tbe vast tract. 

Pram tbe earliest. time to the pr.sent the regime has played 

a distinctive rele ill qui diDO destiay ef the va rieus ethaic 

greups. 

Kurds, the peeple of Kurdistaa, facing several 
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prehlems in their way of pn.gress have a cemplex1ty ef qett

grapbieal eenditiens aleng with the pelitical dlvisin ferees. 

Tho terr:a1a. itself largely meunuineeus ef desertie la aature 

bas efferecl ceasiclerable physical eHtocles fer inter regieaal 

ancl lnt.ta regienal mwements ef the peeple. 2 Geegrapbically. 

----..----------
1. Ellen Churcb111 Semple. lnflueace of Geegrepbical 

Bavir.nment (Lenden, 1911). p. 129. 

2. Fisher w.a •• Tl\e Middle Easts A Pbysieal. Secio.l and 
Regt.aal Geography. (Lendon), 1971. revd. ada. 6• p.6. 



K'u r4istan ia a negative a rea because of it.s UDtWen terrain 

ead harsh type of cl~t.e• 3 Its mGU.Dtalaeeus stmet;u re aa• 

rigen.us eroslcm t.y 'riqri.- oad its tr111Utar1es has eentt.aue• 

t.e be an ~dverse facter fer aD'f reaseaeltle eeeemic activity. 

specially cul.tivat.ten. Shifting agriet.alture remained fer 

ltmfJ a t.tecU.tienal vay of cult.ivat1ea.. '!hey have 1:e pat 

very hard ln'bau.r in it. theft the sur.r.andtng plata areas. 

· Even fer a settle.ntmt also climate is net. suitable. 

"The cl:Lmat.e ef J01E\'11staa. specially the eaatem Tu dtey 

stands .ut as ttae ef the mest. d1fficult and inbespi<table 

in the werl4.•4 Because ef the saaetmal varl.atien. mlgsat.ieD 

is nuat. that is frem tba valley to tbe high lands in the 

8U111ner fer batter grasslands and the l!'eVerse iD winters 

fer pretectien fE11Dl severe eel•. This dees net give rruch 
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ef permaneaay te the settlements in the req1cm. They are 

alvaya en the meve in search of better pasture& It. has been 

the way of life ef the JQ.lde uader g~:raphlcal cemt:Qlaioaa. 

Jn asaec:1ot1•• t.ha wuwen terrail'l 1a an -.tacle fer ....-anent 

fam ene place ·t.• another. it is a natural ces~riati• te 

eeenaic develepment. and pelltical uaity. 'l'h.e pbysiagraphy 

with gergea aad ateep sl4tPf!S baa sepazatecl Kurd tr.t.-.es anti haa 

given eense of iselat.ien aad separate idtmtity lecuUaq t.e a 

feudal atr:uct.ure in the variws tri'bnl orwupa ef KUrds. ______________ ,_ ___ _ 

3. Climatel-.Jieal No:anals, par1ed 1931-60, WKJ/ 
OMM tt.. 117 TP 52, Werld Metnlegtcal Orqanizatiett 
(Geneva) &ditien 1971. 

4. Flshsr w.s •• n. 2. p. 317. 
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Kurdistaa ataads 1selate4 .taapit.e ef its 1ecat.1• 

ea the cnas natls ef thtt Middle East.. Land reutea dervelepect 
· with its epa • 

in the ~n tilae from the WeatLRtmle te the Baat.em ceuat.ri.ea. 

Cbiaa aDd India. *A nertham nute passed via •••• IChekaad• 

Bekhara and jeiaed by another nute fnm India via Seuthem 

Xraa.•5 JI.QDJn Hi.UIIIulan the .raute cent.tauecl te Baltyl• aad thea 

. ' t.llmect nerth w•rcls lty way ·ef the middle Ynlley ef muplu~at.ea•. 
' . 

'1'bese.land mutes paseinq near by Kurdlst.aD. fJ:WD ••rtb aad 

seutm. btlt never entering J<Urdlstan b&qav.se of ita bi~ · 

rnwntaneGlls and hiqhly felded. stzueture. While qotng thrwuq'h 

Araltian er Persian desett. camel as e mede ef t..Snspert lMiinv 

usect. •llut in highly felded land ef JC'Urd1$t.ea camel lteea•• 

ueelesa.•7 Only horses an useful in this terrain area. 

But it. is net se feasible to eh.anqe the mode ef t.raaspert 

fer the leng-m• travellers and traders. so that. they us•• 

to go a the Mzglaa ef thl• UDevea terraia ef Kurdiat:an. 

They were further ceatpelled te take such marqinal rwtea 

because semetillln Kurds with peer nseurces end Ciffiealt 

mainteaaace due t• the qeegrapbica 1 c•JK1ls1aa ~ad ••• 

attacked • oaighllteurs and £enigaen (t.nden) at. Jterder 

land (See Figu.n Ne. 16). once Nadir ou.11 remarked that a ___________________ ._ 

s. Fish•r w •••• "• 2. p. 160 

'· X.id. p. 160. 

1. tiaheacS sbaikh A•• The KUrds and their C.uatrya 
Hiatery ef Kurdish People fnm earliest Times 
t.e Present (Lahera, 1955). 

8. Waheed s.A •• n. 7• P• 126• 
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"JCilrd is a mere f•res&M than a welcl and. th&t they ahtMl• 

1te ectermiaat.ed fnm the face ef the ea rtb. • 8 

The history of ~CUrds is infact has beeD the biatery 
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of 'Tudcoy and the Turkish Sultans. ef Aaneaia and the Amaiaas. 

ef Axa., of Iraq and Syria and ~e hist:.ry ef lraa a•d 

X J:aniaaa. 9 Ku rdiat.an was always under the fenignen• mle 

except. s_.e per.led of pelit.ical vaccum in the revi•• 

The K\lrds bave been settled in tbeir pzesent heme 

since 2400 B.c. Since that time thsy have J:emaiDed 1s•late• 

fz.m the et.be:m till the s:I.Xth ceDtu.ry B.C. %D 539 B.C. the 

Mesepot.amian l•lands were ceaquered l)y Cyzus ef Persia aad. 

later Asia miner was invaded by Alexander tile Great aac.i shatter 

the Pe.mlen Empi ra and his su.cc:essers became the swed.qn 

x:u.len ef 'the nq1tm by tbe first century a.c. With the 

d.eollae of the Empire. net nqienal dyaast.ies creppe4 up ••9• 

Azmenian Emperer Tiqr1au the qreat. teek the c:anand ef the 

Lake Van aad Lake Urmla area10 thus the present. Iraaian KUr

fietan woe gone UDder the Armantana (See Figure Ne. 17). 

In the swentb ce~~tuzy A.D. Ar:abe came from seuth with 

aa Jslamlc .upsu:rqe and m.lssien ant R'Urds eenverted t.• Islam4 ......... ________ .. ._ .. 
Be Wahea4 S.A., De? P• 126. 

9. Did P• 

10. l'labeed s.A •• a.7.p.55 



iD t.ba mid of the seventh centuzy A.D ••••••••• ond remained 

flr:m bellevexs ef the sunni sect. 11 By the sac! of tbe 

eleventh eontuzy pelitcal anarc:hy and dtsuait.y amsag ausl:J..ms 

yleltled t:e Menqela at~clce ln ·tbe .regten. bfllftce Jf'4mgels 
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fftnded a stnmq empire tn Feurt.een_t.h oatury included Tudc1ell 

and X:caql IO.&rdistao. In the Ottoman pad.ed Ja1rd1atan waa 

divided a.._.q Perala and Tumey 1ft 1639 A.o. an Aqnement. 

laet.Ween Sbab Abbas and the Ottemaa S\tl t.an Mared JV. 12 Furthsr 

sema of ta.arie have c.nt.acu with Shah and sultan. simluae.usly. 

Xn the _19th century A.D. Europeatl imped.allst J*fen 

paetrated. disguised fem lty lncnas1aq t.J:"&de sad trade 

capaltil1t.1es and by g1vlft9 sema eeea•le .t.nceetiva ant! help. 

At the t1me ef first. Werld War. Eux.pean inlpsr1a11am nac:bd 

at. 1\eiqbt in t.he ~lea and ctivlded t.he wbele ef ld.dclle Eaet. 

lnto their spheres ef lnfluenc:e sad cont.ee41ng pewen wen 

t.hat ef Britain. Rueala. F~nce and GeJ:many. It. resulted int.e 

!ermatieD ef nw nat.!.! at.at.es oauelng t.ul'lftltil .,er ~e 

'lterder lands. Kurdistaft ltecame divided in three aepazate 

nat1ena, 1.e. • 'tUrkey. lraa arad Iraq 1Dy 'rreat.y ef llk sy1ces-P1cet. 

( 1916) 13, Treaty of sevres ( 1920) and the 'l'zeat.y ef Laueaue( 192:H. 

--------------
11, Ibid, p. 56 

12. <Jhassml..a A.R., JCurdistan aa<l IQ&rds (Pu'-11sb1ng 
b.uae ef t.ht.t Cseehulwak Aeaclamy •f science. Prague. 
1965). p. 37. 

13.. Pisber w.a •• n. 2. p. 176. 

14.. Kaadal, The Jaards uader the ott.eaan Emp$.n, :I.e. 
Chalienct.a •• -(Sd.), Pe•ple Witheut a cewatzya 
Th<1 ~turds ani! Ktirdiet.an, (Lond4m. 1980) • p. 41. 
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OD the ether, because ef pelitical uaawa 1'8Dese ana 

lack ef coel'dlDatlea ameng KU.r:ds and their vad..ua tdltee 

they missed an eppertu.ait.y of pe11t1cal vacuwa en the reg!• 

ia 1919-1920 aa4 could not· take this eppert.ua1 t.y te beceme •• 

single natia state. Further they devel.eped separate poll tical 

ergaa'li.zatiel'la in Iran. Iraq and TuJ.Xey. Artif.t.Clal div1e1en 

ef Jt\u:dist.aa and diffai'Bftcee of ep1DJ.ena amerag themselves 

and varyiag Jalrds 111 ad.mln1stret1ve eentrels. ICurds aufferea 

a lot ua they had 1:o cen~1nue tha1S' atxuggla. Iraq gave 

seau1 autenomy ill March, 1970 bllt lr:aq Gevemment systematically 

one! cleverly kept Kidalk pmvince15 away fnm Kurds• aut.ea..ue 

regia ant! thus they managed te haviest. rlehes of the raqin fer 

the lleaefit of the rest ef the ceuntry and deprived KUrdas 

fr.~ their natunl enct.wiunents. In Ixsa t.he etNgqla for 

au~_,- still c•tlnuaa 1Dapite ef the chanqe ef pelitical 

authe.r:ity with tba exit of Shah ef Ixan and ne be4y eaa gueaa 

the time fer c•plat:e paac:e te retum. 

The faatore l'88penaible for celenial history ef 

KUrdietan &lring 19th and early part ef 20th century are. 

industrial revelutien in &urepe. the qrwlnq wealmese ef 

Tu:dc~eh Empire. the dlsowery ef ell 1a the Ku.rtU.sh lane! aa4 

--
15. 

.,., ....... 
Tba XXXVII session of Intemau enal Cemmiasien ef 
Inquiry, sent lty the cauaeil ef tha Lea~e of 
Matiens. te selvfl the Moeul questien,_ Ultbately 
the Leaqe of Nat1ena givea a result UJ faveur 
ef •rtt1-ah mandate in Ixaq. And cempleted divisions 
ef IO.lr.Ustan, while attaeblnq Mesul Villayat. te Iz:aq. 
Ghassemlou A.R •• n. 14, p. 162. 



may 1M enemity Olfttlll<;J M.J.sllme. IDdustrial nwelutlea 

ucnased lrldustdal patduct.ien. that onated two px.ltleraa 

i.e. eae ttaiJ to find a maz:tcet for dumping ~he excess 

preduct.lea and the· ether was to find enough l'&W mate data 
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to keep cunning the factories. Both these requirements were 

met thnug'h celeDizaue elsewhere by &ur.peaa Pt~Wen. Thus 
• 

Britain. lluss1a. Gatmany• Fra!lca and Italy penetrated the 

Middle Sast. ..Their ecce•lc penet.rat.ien ~~a aceempaaied 

by equallY aet.ive pe11Uca1 pressun. • 16 

Tba eeamer:cial treaties of ottoman Brapire with the 

EuNpeab netitms and its indifferent attitude ar.ad further 

decline ef OttCIID• PtJW81:' qave clear way ~ ferelgDers. 

Fereign ewaership w:Ldespnad ill meat ef the eceaem:l.e field. 

such as Baqhdad railway develepaent by Germaay17 • e11 pipeline 

lay Prcuaee and Britaia. Horeever m111taxy 1aterve•t1 .. aa• 

easiata.nce became a aormal pl\8Demtmn. e.g. in 185' Brltaill 

and Prance supperted Tudcer18 aga1aat. Russians• expaasl ... 

First quarter of TWeDtleth caatury vaa a peried ef 

fiezce stxuggle between the Russians. the British aad the 

Prench and letter •• Germans. Of which Kurdistaa 'became 

.. -------~---------
16. Pisher w.B •• n.2. p. 170. 

17. Stamp L. ~dley. Asiaa A nqienal and Eeeaemic 
Geeg:raphy (Lenden. 1967). edft. 12. p. 93. 

18. nwdlaay Jeha c •• Turkey (Lenden 1971) p. 10. 
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the meeting place of 41fferen~ ageau of tmpe~aliat 

~exs. On the other baD4, begtnnlnq of 20th century aaw 

':l ! 
v'1 

Arab aatieaalism ccamiag up and that furthe,....~ecl by British 

Jty giving t:hem some military ass1staace in 1914 an<! ia tum 

used them as a pe11t1eal weepen aqainst 'l'UJ:kay. 

The col .. iel .ve~ae reached at its height ia 1916 

tty tba Sykes-Picot Treat.y, 19 vblch was aM up bet.ween 

Bd.ta1a, Praace and Rllssle. (see Figure Re. 18). Bad\ 

couatxy was to rcaceive various terri~r1es either in full 

pessessiea or as a sphe:res of influeace over the 'l'udcish state. 20 

The Treaty remain dead l~ter. siace Russia collapsed in fo11•-

1nq. years •. The _motiva:ticm ef treaty was 1ft the interest of 

imperialist peWem and meant to pa rtitJ.tm of Middle Eaat. 

The Treaty of SWres, (1920) caD .be reqarded. a hiqh water made 

of suropean intexvent.in in the Middle East lty which t.ve 

parts of Kurdistan ·further divided inte fotlr parts i.e. TUJ:key, 

I xaa, I z:aq and syria. 

In Iran atssia was the maiD c:olealal pewer which 

captured semcs provinces ia the nctrth...,est Iran, e.q. A~edlaijaa 

pnwiace was d&Uched f%81tl Iraa iD 1928.21 Raesia was bavlac;r 

her wa an water plan to reach the Iad.laa oce.aa and te occupy 

s.uthera lraa1aa ell fields but havlag a sts:wmgbelcl .r British .. ..,._ ... ___ _. ............ _ 
19. X.r:enze K. Ki~Dall, 'i'ha Changing- Pattem ef 

~olitical Pwer in Iraq - 1958 te 1979) (New York. 
1972). p. 167. 

20. Pisber w.a. n.2, p. 176. 

21. Dewdney J.c., n. 20, p. 70. 
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ia the Guldf and. a.uthsm Ir:aa. it made 1mpess11Dle te 

Russian to nach there. Iran has aceept.ed. Russia•s suozeraiaty 

and oave gnnd capitualtery. 22 Russian cemmex:ee w1tb Persia 

centiaued te grew uptc 1914. After the cellapse ef,Amsa1an 

Empire. British fozees sent tc north west. te ns.t.t Gei!MII 

and tribes ef zagres (Kurds) • because Gel'lll&n. ead. Tu.J.'kub 

agents had prtWeked Ze.qJ:eS triltes aqainst Br:lt.iah fercea ia 

the Penien Qalf. turing 1941-45. Iran became ao JJapertaat 

supply base and a liak between the Persian Gulf and RUssia.23 

INTEJ8ST 1\SFOEIE OIL ! 

(a) POLtrlCAL I~!flSf, 1 Beferft the discovery of ell in th.e 

Kurdlstan. Ott.oma sultnn aa4 Persian Shah aad fere1p ~en 

have their pelit.ical as well as eeea-1c iatereat.s in JCurdietaa 

area. weak Ot.tomea SUltan adept.ed a pelicy of • divide and. mle' 

and created eaemlty 'betWeea het.reqen.us ONU.PIJ• K'Urda agat.t. 

Amaen1aas. 2 ' ADd c.uld ~rel the Klag1.. and seNe<! bis 

iatet"!St. Ott- SUltan utilised Kurdish m111ta.ry fer:ee ia 

the ltattle of 'l'ebaldyraa25 to defeat his rival. the Shah ef 

--
22. 

23. 

a•. 
25. 

___ ._. .. .-_., ____ _.,. ...... 
The Midi.l.e East aad North Africa - 19'74-75 1 A SUEVey 
and refereaee boek (LODdea. 19'74, Sunpeaa ~11eatien), 
ella. 21. p. 321. 

Ia the Prevlnee ef Aza~ijan the S.Viety C.-maaa •••••• 
actively. pursued a pelicy ef forndnq aa ia<!epeadeat. 
er at. least ~ut.q-.us state,• Admeads J.c •• IQardieb 
Natieaalism. Jwmal ef C•temperary Hiet•l"f• (Loadoa, 
1971) • Ve •. 6• Ne. 1. P• 96. 

Fisher w.B. •· 2. P• 166 
rurinq Pese..Ot.t.eaaa Da.t.t.le of 'l'ehalttyna (North 
ef KUI'd1etan) 1~ 1514 A.D., the IQu.rdish chteftaJ.•• 
feught. alengside the Ott.-aa sult• Saliat the 
cmel and c:ent.ri'bute-1 to. bio v1etery. Chaliacl G. 
(e4). a. 16• p. 22. 

.. 



Penta. Aaotber l'llC'ft1ce of Otteman SUltan was t.bct te aake 

Kurdistan as a wffer (state) • out:oa....us pr1Dc1pa11t1es 

ea the TUJ.iciah Iraniea berder, that. were ffiedly to Tudes 

bUt, would resist aggressi• frem aay ether soume. Per 

the same p1rpese Shah Al»bas •tnzted 'PlantJ.ng• J(urcUsh 

cel•ies 1a the zaerth.west ef %ran fer prcwent1ag attacks 

ef Tul'ka. Further Pemla iat:r:educed the tcurdisb atan41D9 

feree, kaGWn as the • C.Ssac'k J?•rce• 21 to ~ta.l the wilder 

and mere rameu araa, the idea which they~ fnm Russians. 
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Tbe '1'\ldts also liked tltis idea- ancl 1991 they 1ntroducet! seme 

irregular IO.u:dish cavalry uait.s, Jmtttn as 'Hoaidlya Reg1JIIaat.s• ! 7 

: · Fzance, Britala, Gemany and ~ss1a were 1ntersste• 

ia K\t~lstaa area to eKtend their influeDce 1n t.hat.area, 

beaee, JCurdistaD becanae aa areaa of ceDfliot.iaq illper1a11st 

pewers. RUssia capt.ured Rert.hern KUrdist.aa (A~adtaijaa) 

aa a pal't. ef her plan te read\ warm water ~ts ef s.ut.b. oa 

the other hand, Fraace end Britain atr:engttumed tbe1r 

laflueace .ill southem Kurdlataa te preveat further Ru.sstaa 

expaasin in the s.uth • 

......................... __ _. 

26,27. o• Ballance.E. KUrdish Rev•lt 1961-1970 
(Lendoa, 1973), p. 17. 

28, 29. Divan Tax fnm Kurdist.an appz.xinmt.el y 
2,000,000 Dinars (RuUu.ta.l-qulall) aaa 
201,500 Oivan dues cellected. Beyle J.A.(ed). 
The caaridge Hletery ef Iran (Lndea, 1968), 
Vel. 5., p. 498._ 



(lt) Befera oil. K'llrdiatan vaa a 

land of fu.edal Agbas, while keeping them \Ulder ~aat:len. 

"Otteman SUltan and Persian Shah ceuld cellect nueh ameuat. 

fr.m Divan Tax28 and Divan oues.29 Befere oil KUrdlatan waa 
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a e»leny cE Tudes, Iranians and latter en eelq.fa list J*fera 

ef Eua.pe. 'which provided them with cheap aad abundaat 

lalteur. various miae.-als and agrieu.lturol pmdu.eta. and also 

previde qrou.ad for Turkl.sl\ mauufactu red preducta• 30 Mereever. 

a t.raiaed azmy treups and good quality n•rses are the great 

help to Ottemaa aad Persian empires. e.g. • "Tw• third ef 

Persian tr.ups eensisted of Knrds.•31 

IN'tE RES'l' AF'l'E R OIL ! 

(a) POL:r£ISAL ljJRBESl' a After ell discevery in KUr<Ustaa 

a rea in 190132• the rivalries ameng ee1•1sal1at. pt~Wen 
:t.acreasei for o11. thus Kurdlataa pel1t1cally became mere 

imperta.at. Du.r1nq First Werld Wnr. parts ef Kurdiataa were 

a battlefield ef the TUdtish aad Russian armies. 33 RU.sa1a 

demiDD.ted eastern TUrkey and rlestem Iran (almest. K\lrdiataa) 

and • the ether hand TUrks trle:1 te provelte religieua fe'!laqa 
____ _. .... _. .. _ .... ____ _ 
28.29. Divan Tax fram Knrdiataa appz.xtmately 

2.ooo.ooo olnara (NUabutal-qula-) aad 
201,500 Divan dUes eellecte~ Beyle 3.A.(ed). 
The Cnmltr.ld.ge History ef Iran (Lendea. 1968) • 
Vel. s. p. 498. 

30. Kendal. Kurdiataa ia Turkey. la Chaliaad 
G (ed)• No. 16• P• 82. 

32. Waheed S.A •• Ne. 7e P• 154. 

33. Gtesaemleu A.R •• Kurdlat&a 1a tmn. ia 
Cbaliaad a •• a. 16. P• 117. 



ef ICuris ac;raillat aen-nuslims. Russia was ke• te keep 

them neut.J:el to 1mplem•t her wa an water stXBt4!9• Meanwb1,1e 

Kurds awareness fer their autonoatY aod iadepenient state 

1acreaee4. S. <tmey supperted Kamal in Turkish Nati•al 

movemeat. hepinq that, they will get indepeotlaat state 

lN.t after-ward Kurds were deceived by hial. 

The sykes-Picet Treaty ( 1916) maiaifeste i,a itself 

the keen .t.aterest of 8r1ta1D. Prance and atss1a 1a Xtu:d1sh 

t.emt:ery te make JCurdlstan as their coleay. but that treaty 

remnla dead after the. ~all ef Russia• In 1925- Britaia scgbt 

fer KUrds sympathy te qain Mosul Villayat. But that time 

Oexmanywas interRsted in creating a KUdish Separate State. 

llut c•nsiderinq not to nntageise rest. of the Arab world. 

tho Gemans drwpped the idea. After inclepen1eae• ef IISn, 

Imq aad Turke,, these couatries adeJ*ed a peliey af mmlgama

tian ef di.fferent gmups aad areas either by the precess of 

adjuatment or by impeai t1•• 

(lt) ECONOMIC 1N£1U8§1 1 After the iiscavery af ail ia 

Kurdistoa area in 19m. nwilliam D'Amary. an AUs~ralian •. 

a'btaiaed an ail canaasa1an fx:.m tha Shah af Iraa .••• the meat 

prefitaltle ail field in the JCurdistan laad, by a~ aams 

time ••••• 1D t.be Kurdish land (Mosul and KidNk)•. 34 Other 
c::alaialist. pewera a:J.so qot. ail c::apituallti• frcJ~D Ottomaa aa4 

Persian empenrs. thus 1Curd.1sh ell ltecame a major sauree of 

fareiga m.Jaey. Maile in search ef eil. aay miaea discavere• 

1a JCurdista.a, hence apleitation of miaemls alse started at 

__ ..... -- ... --~--
34. Waheacl S.A.,. n. 7• P• 154. 



larqe scale. Ge.rmaa c•st.ructed Baghdad Railway fer t.hia 

seasea oaly. Brltlshen wero interested in Mosul ell. "The 

British tMk these part ef Mosul er1qinally essigaed te <the 

i'J:eDc:h in the Sytcea-Picet. Agreement and surreadered later ia 

retur.a fer e11 eencessieas.35 

33 

Abaadaa1:. of netu ral and hwaan reseu.rees (tal rcU.ah 

sta!sd.f.ng army) in Kurdlstnn. attracted the ferelga 11Bper1alis1:. 

pMJaJS al,ld .:eqienal perers, ,hence KurcU.st.na bec:$me. .a eeleay 

fer StJ:BttlgiC expleitat.i~D of l'Uo\tural and bullaaft J:'e_SOUEeea. 

Du.e to 1mpert:nnce _given 'by foreigners te Kur dist:.aa;. a pelitlcal 

awareness among Kurds devt?J.epe• aatl that lect t• several 

KUrdish revelta, ef 1826. 1834, 1853-s·s. 1880 and s~ _, ln 

Tutkey. After cUsc:every of ell ia ICUZ'dlsh t.arrit.ery and: 

S.nereasiag Ptlitlcal awar.aess umeng Kurds. Kurttistaa as a 

separate at:.ate demand l:Mtcame quit.~t etronq, tneree¥'er, arm 

repnss1• aad reaistaace incr:eaaed in xurdistaa. Dae te 

British interest ill Mesul ell• Kurdistaa vet divided in feur 

paJ:t.a. while attaehmeat. ef Mesul Villayat. to Iraq. JO.lrdisb 

indepeatlat ~D~Wement was suppressed la very czuel manaer. 

As a different political J*l•r and rulers la Kurdish territory. 

ICurds at different port .Wioualy qet. different pelitlcal 

aff111atin,s, henco, I<Urd.lsh mevemat lacked eeerdiaati• 

ameag them. Tdc illq advaatage ef it, TUrkey and %rea suppr:esse~ 

Kurdish m.vsment very cruelly aad to some ext.tmt Iraq alae dl«< 

ia the same fasbl ... 

_._ .................. - .... -
3S. s. St.an•rd J •• History of the Ott.emaa 

Empire and the Medam 'l'Uxicey (Londen, 1977) 
Vel. %1• P• 328. 



BegianJ:ng of the 20th century. aatteaallsm became 

a farce ia meat of t:be eeuntries ef Middle Baa~. Many ef 

them C)Jet 1a4epeadaac:e fnm their eelenial pewers. ID the 

wake ·•f such «•MtL:D•Ia •••••• - ea etl\ea 

4J 

ana faveur. the Kurds alse demnaded separate state Mit they 

e»uld Dft get it en the ~txery. They we~ further d1vide4 

1a more parts than. previtlualy. With the partitioa. thtt lalrde 

rema1aed eqgrlsvecl and rejuYenat.ed their efferts fer pesaillle 

UD1fied autonomous K\lr41stan but. aene ef these nati• at.atea. 

I ren. Iraq and TUJ:key could telerate such a sit.uati• en4 

therefere l<Urds bGanme ' pxablem to them. XW:ds viewed that. 

sykes ..Pieet. e.q reement is aqa inst humDn rights ef · tbe peeple 

·11v1ng together 1a ·a qeeql'Bpbieally dlst.~ct regie11. After 

the fall of RQssia in 1917 and Ottemsa Empire ia 1918. a 

pel1t1eal waa vacuum created 1a the nql• INt. thla eppertuaity 

could net 'be utilized by l(urda because of iacempet.aat. lea4er

sbip vuicU.ng their destiny. 

Thrf were still at a suqe of develepaent in which the 

enly leadership to emerge wee mo~ suacapt1llle to clerical 

a ad ffMidal influences t.baa to any 'medemiat.• tendencies•. 36 

Because ef this weakaess Ku rdiah mevemeDt euads ten. as a 

reault ef the conflic1: between trn4itieaa11ats aad me<ieraiata 

and divlde4 into half a d•zan parties and committees. tn:la 

1 eodemblp ceulci n•t rise to the ~ocaeiell. 37 _______ .__..,... ___ ... ___ _ 

3.6. Kadal. ia n. 16• p. 39. 

37 • Ill1d. P• .3 9. 
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Allied pew en glessed ever tbe JCur tllsh pntlllem ia the 

Treaty ef severs (10 AUgust, 1920). however, Article me. 62-64 

ef this treaty gave censideret1on to auteaOIIltRls state ef 

Kurdiatan. Treaty of Lauaaane (24 3\me 1923) did net 

eensider teurdisb problem at all. AS a sesult. of it. JCUrda 

divided into feur diffex-ent state and reDBined aa mlaedtlea 

1D Iraa, Iraq and Tu:dcey and Syria. Kurdish mcwemeau were 

feroed w.wr& aad banned in these .states. The demand fer 

autoaomeus state was also not censldered end montwer, the . . : ' 

autbedtiea deaie!td. •• the miaerity rights to KUrds. :ta 

TUxkey, Kurdish movemant was suppressed la a very cmel uaaer. 

Altwt this .:rawabarlal Helu:u said •the 'l'UrJcs, whe had ealy 

recently beea fiqbt.tng for their wn frees, crushed the 

lC.\& rds. It is st.raage. hew a defesive nationalism developt~ 

late an aggressive .,.. for demS.aat1.- ever etben •••• liNt 
I 

h• can one emsb for ever •ther ~ple whe insist ea fnsd•• 

and are prepared tc pay the price f~r 1t.•38 J(Uds rwelte4 

against TUrkish a. emment in 1925 and 1930 but the rewelt was 

cen4enmecl te death. 39 

.. ____ ._. ........ ~------ .... 
38. Nehm J .L. • Glimpses ef \iorl i Histt~ry 

(Alla~~. 1935), Vel. Il, p. 1108. 

39. Sheaikb said and ether leaden were brough~ 
to ceurt and exsoatsd. 53 leaders ef the 
J:'S'<'elt were •-*•c•tl te death. Obeaaemleu 
A.a., n. 14, p. 51. · 
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'!'he TurJcish Gwemmst implem•tetl the policy ef terr.r. 

The freedom and scistence of the Kurdish peet vas difficult 

as well as the use ef J(urdJ.sh laaquaqe was banned ia 'l'Udcey. 

The Tul'ks made more intensive military •pediti.ua 1a Kurdietan 

area and declared Kurdistaa as a military area fer a l•g 

time. In May. 1932• a aew law was passed. by whiCh t~aaada 

ef Kurds were deperted into ether areas where they were te 

cenatitut.e 5" ef the popalatiea. 40 Hence. se maay Ja.Jrtiah 

families ha4 te stand up meted fr. their soil. seciet.y aad 

heme laad. TU:dtoy • Persia and Iraq signed. the ssaclabad TreatY 

.. 8 July. 193?• ef which Axticle 7 was aimed agaiaat the 

Kurdish ..vement. 

Ill Iraq and Iran. Kurds faced more or less the same 

type of pnblems and torture. Brit.lsh swght suppctrt ef Kurt!& 

1B M.•sul questioa ltut at the same time they dated Kurdish 

demand ef an independa.at state. Mereever they suppressed 

Kudish mevemcmt led lty sheaikh Mohamud Barz:J.nji ia. 1925 aad 

1932 lJy military eperatiea. The JaJr dish rebels demeaetrate• 

to rem&a4 the Le&fJUa ef Nat.ieDa ef ita pnmlsea c:eaeam1aq aa 

autea•eu~ IO.Ir cU.sh adrl1a1strat1• ltyt. the Ceuae11 ia 1932 

declared that. it is !Diptasiltle for it. te de ... The saadalle.4 

Treaty (1937) was agniast the fernat1on a1Ul activities of 

Kurdish asaociatiea ia Iraq. The 'l'reaty ef sevens pNYelcat 

the nvelt 1n soutbem teurcUaun. ltet.We• 1920 te 1925 (The 

SiM m•vement). Lead~ of 1 t, Sh•lJcb Mehallaad maaagett to held 

Iraaiaa JQlrdiatan regi .. but the lac1c ef ee•rdiaatin ceuplM 

w1tb m18C]\ddaaae. be cennltted a tragic err.r ef Jcillinq the 

. --·----------
40. 181d. P• 61. 



Assyrian leader M1r Shimum~1 which fii.!Nllly dampeaod the 

mevemcmt. and it ~ difficult to initiate aqa1a suCh a 

strong m.vement immediately. 

JCllrdish prelll• has ceDtiaued after Werld war ti. 

DUring secoDd werld war, to.u:ds formed their •n Kin;d• ia 

January 1946 .,(Kingdem ef Mal\allad la Iroa.tan Kurtistaa) • ~ 

1 t ceuld net live long because of laclt of ceerdiaattea a ad 

surrender withdrawal of Iraqi Kurdish lea·der Banaal. se 

that Iranian forcss could bnlca down th.e KiDgd4MII in 19t742 

and hanged the JCuidisb leader in the public and thus Shah ef 

Iran waa ''alDle te cmsb the l)emeeratie Mtw'em•t. 43 traaiaa 
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A'l.flt'/ cmshed tbe peasant revolt. here aad elsewhere• The Pact 

like snadalted was again sigaed by t:ra.n, Iraq, TUrkey and Pakietaa 

en 23 f'e'bruazy 19566 called as a 'Baghdad Pact. 44 Sha'h of 

Iran gave strateqlc help to Iraqi KU.rdist.en mevemeat, so that, 

Kurds in Iran lceep quiet. and be neutral with Shah. •tt vae 

censidered that nny KOP metiers against Shah's regime was 

ceneidered as a hostile aet tewar!s the KUrdish reveluti .. •. 45 
_.., _____ ..,. ______ , __ .. 
41. Chassem!.u A.R., KUrilstan la Iran. in a. 16• P• 117. 

42. JCeesiag's Ceatemperazy Archives. 1946-41 (Lond•• 
Kessing's Pu-licatlon Lti.,). Vol. VI. p. 7952. 

43. "Shnh cleaied. elected KDP caadidate who get, vetea 
ltetwecm 80% to 9~ ia Mahaltact. • Ohassemlou A .R. • 
in a. 16, p. 122. 

44. The M11clle E<1et aad North Africa - 1974-75, n. 24, 
p. 361• one ef the geaaral principal of the pact. 
is "The c.uacll recegaia ed that attempt at suit
version 1a t.he a rea nust be 1sfeated and peaceful 
eead1 tiona maiataiae d" Kea-stng' s c•~emporary 
Archives. Vel. XI (1957-1958, Lenden) p. 16024. 

45. Ohalllnd a. (P:d.) • n. 16• p. 124. 
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At present also. I(Urdlatan is faclntJ aSYen.l p~ltlema. 

Situation ill Iraaian Kul'distan taas beceme went. K\tri!aUn 

ana has become ala 1nteD8iYe m111tad.zed sene than aay ether 

part of lzen. The Ar.my and the Pe11ee exercises coaaplete 

auth•rity. The mevement of pepulat1ea is •td.ctly centrelle4. 

Pellow1ng the Agreement s1qaeci bet.ween Iran and Iraq • 6 · 

May. 1975 ev'eD the meet mlalmal danaa4 fer national 

riqhts is very sGV'erely repressed. 

ffbe ·terror ef the pelicy la Turkish pan of 1Ctu:d1ataa 

still eent1nue4. TUrkish is the only official laaguage. which 

creates maiD pa~lem ef KUrdish -pe•ple that they an cempelletl 

net te use their GWD language. "Mere then three quart.ena of 

the l(u• 1a TUrkey do not. spa&k the official langttage •f 

the state. 46 There is ne school where t.eaehiag 1natruct.iea• 

are impart.ed 1D KUrdish language. Radio Bagbdad1 e bwadcast. 

in KU rd1sh languaqe px.voekes the pepala r feelinq in Tu :dd.ah 

ICurdistea. AltbeughfreedGm of th.uqhts and •pressien we• 

given ill 1961 censtltutiea, it ia net. implemeated 1• preper 

spirit and therefore a bad effect of this is that Kurds split 

between JUstice Party and Nw Turkish Party. ParliaJIIfJatarieta 

and Leaiaists, etc. Baing divide:t. the result is that tcurd1•h 

stand and the spirit ef mevement qat dllut.ect. 

_._ ...... _ .. ______ ._ 

46. Kea~al• JO.u:diataD 1D 'l'Udtey• iD C'ha11aDo1 G. 
n. 16• p. 84. Most Kurdish peeple de net speak 
a word ef 'l'Uzic.ish language, in Mardb 91%; S11rt 
8?%• Hakkar1 81% in Oiyadlekir 67% 1n Biagel 68% 
ia Bittia 66% etc. 
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Ia Iraq a systematic ltias against the Kurdal' mlaerities 

bas beea rampant by meaas of ecoaemic di.sariminatlea aa4 

tbreugh depert.at1ea of Arait pepulaUoa ia Kidalk area and 

KUrds eut of Kidcuk area. March Maaifesto ef 1970. tried toe 

selV e the Kurdish pntbl.,m but it cnated further pre'blem ae 

the eceaomlc ce!ltre ef Kurdista.D. the Kilkulr. ell field ta 

being detached from Kurdlstan autODomeus regin. • 7 an~ it 

is n seven damage to the economy ef Ku.rdistan a rea. ••4 a 

braak en the pctsaibla ecenamic dewelepm•t• 

Mest of the preblems of Kurdiataa COl2ld lte viewet! fnm 

tsoliticnl and ecenoalic eagles. · NGW ICurds are :la mlaerity ia 

· all f•r states i.e. 'l'urttey. Iraa. I-raq and Syd.e. Aad as a 

m:l.ned.ty grwp. they are having severel milaerity preltlems. 

KUrdistan 1a eansidered eceaemicnlly and saeially a aeetwar.t 

reg1ea. rue to ssveral rev"el~ lauacheti fzwm time -t.o time 

llty Kurds aqainat the central autberity ill all four states and 

cenaequent supprassiea of Kurds mevement lty these central autherltl 

there it develeped aD aatac;renistic at.ti tude suspic1• aaci 

distrust which always eraep in as the 'Mrrier ill aay aeg.t1at1•• 

fer selving impasse. i'ereigaera have played a ciamaging r.l• 

lty way ef iafest~. IQards dwelepad the regiea lty variaa~ 

14eeleg1es aad affiliatiens. The resul~ 1a tha~ uaity aM .. 9 

themselves bas aeceme a big qusstiea made an4 a uai~ed f~at 

as aa 11apeasilti11ty~ 

47. Kirlallt pr.peaal • llasia ef 1957 ceasus result.e 
which gave the mamlter ef Kurds eoo,ooo. whereas 
the DPJC maintained that the present figure was 
2,3oo.ooo. Keeslng's ceatempetary Archives 
(Leaden. 1974) • Vel. XX, p. 



Anether main cause of Kurdish pnblom is t.be 

dtwelepraent •f a feaudal society wbieb nwer all•• them 

to come ct •f their txeditional ethos and ferrour. &Yery 

Agba want aly his autberity a hls qrwp. which le uademe

cxatJ.c. Ee•omic dev-elopnent of KuJ:distaa 1'8g1ea 1a aay 

state is net to the satisfaction of the JQlrds. Reqieaal 

imltalaaces of eceaemte develepnat. bet.Weea I<Urdisb area and 

••n.:.rcurdish area is enoanous. it has qenez:eted the seaee 

of being treated st.ep-metherly end -placed heavy barriera 
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ea any uitY mwe. Geverameat•s rastd.ctiena •• agr:teultuJ:IIill 
., 

preductien and sale of it is further respeasible fer wemeaiaq 

the relationship between peasants and q.vezament. 

Ja.&rdistaa en the l(urds are the effspdnga ef the varl.eue 

'histerieal. pctlitlcal and soeic...econem!c pr.cesses in the 

region of Middle East as well as in the feu.r st.at.ee ef traa. 

Iraq. syria aad 'l'Urltey. It cannot be token for a study in 

isolatlen. aa it is the bye-pmduct of semething masel•e 

existing eontinueusly in the ragloa ill similar er ethexwiae 

fexms t.hl\)Ughwt its histery. Of c~J~Urse. one has t• gi.ye the 

due to the impact of gaeqraphy en such a st.ste of affairs. It 

is rather difficult es well as beyond the scop<! of the pres eat 

study to suggest ways and menas of the solutio. It weuld take 

time and. emly then eno caD say fairly a the peasi'ltle develep-

ments in IOlrdist.aa. 
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CHAPT&R IV 

TEMOGAAPHIC ASPECTS OF KURDISTAN 

The reef!nt demoqrdphic data on Kurdistan region ia 

1 either iaadequata or unreliable or both. only Turkey 

have loag time series ef :lata from 1927. ethez:wise Iran 

aa:i Iraq had their censuses started from 1957 and 1947 

respectively. The qeneral paucity data and statistical 

iafexma.tion on Kur:iistan could be expltiined en the basis 

of a practical problem of census mnking. where a high 

prctpertion of the po~lation is nomadic and semi-acmadic 

in character. 2 

There seems to be no historical reference abeut. the 

tetal pep.tlation ef Kur:Ustan except that of Kurrlish 

militf•ry men and th.,ir herses. either in Sultan's aad 

Shah's a~. It is an intereatinq note to observe that 

' "" 'i I 

at the time of Turkish indep~tlance. Kur~Ush leaders posed 

pra})lem ef Ku rUsh sepn rate state ia the heuse of league ef 

Nations in 1923. where the league •f Nations aske~he K'urdish 

leaders te represent facts ~baut the KUrdish majority within 

9 menths but they cwl:i net 1o se. ebviously 1ue to the 

~"lucity ef information and absence of any reeerd. Political 

oeasiderations are also respeasible for the unreliability end 

inadequacy of ethnic. racilll an~l linguistic -iata. as fer e'J(.~I>!J 
.T u .... ~ c:l c Q..8. 'her "1t *' "VY\w:. "T'\-\-cU Y\ "hClJ'n'. Q.. 0 + kwrc\s.' ~ I~ 1:- 0 ~~. (A.'ct.\ yeCO 

.1,.A..M_a..:--n;.f7r;!.GJ~ _ -~ ~-""·~ k~G ~~ MoUMtc:J·Yio~A.3T~.t.yks,'. ~ 

1. seamount. Th_, MJ,gdle East. LMien 1972, p. 175. 

Ibid. 

t:ish~ w. P.> .
1 
"-'(L tvUJclk ~"'s-t- '.- Ph4s\~2 ~oc.AnR. ~ IZ.~~ 
~<W~h}~ [ lo-n&.o-n/ 19'1 ~ )t ~. i31. 



The w•r41 "Ku~· was completely rem.vecl fmm the 'lu.r:klsh 

lnnguaqe. The O.Vemmsn~ p~:.h!lt1te4 te ether than Tudtlsh 

peeple t.e claim 1:1\elr ethnic and rac:ial identity. •xt 1a 
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enly the TUrkish nation thnt bas the privileoe te claim e1:1m.t.c 

and racial rJ.gt\ts in this C4Nntq ancl ne ether elements 1e 

entttl.ed te •• se. • A case with Iranian KV.r41stan is else the 

same. The Chauvinism of the Pan Tu.dc.ish an• Pan-Iftnian craYift9 

fer ancient. glexy make it impessillle te acquire any cerrect 

efficial figures giving the nuniber ef KUrds 1n these c:.untriee. 

lfaturally• many ll\J.rds u net •eclare their ~~ether tengue ln a 

eeuntzy. w'h~re the werd Jtul"' is pnbilltit.e•. Fer example. the 

f•ll•.1ng effic1al st.atiatiea include the fellMting faeta. that 

is. in 1935 there were 13.899.100 Turks an• 1.480.200 JC:urta. 

while in 1945 alrea•y 16.590.500 Tutka. ~t enly 1.362.900 

only Iraqi a..remment bas eensidera4 Kurdish miner1t.y 

with the recmt. •Ma=t\ nanifest.e• in 19201 llut. eur.t.eusly -.uCJb 

they manipalata• the Kurtiah pepalat.e• a rea anci t.'hel r numlters 

fer a precenceiYe• pelitlcal gain. Imqi O.Vemment. tried u 

·4 O'Ba.llanee (Btlqer) • the Ic:urtish aev.lt. 1961-1970 
(Len•en 19?3). Faller and Jralter limited. p.19. • it 
vas allege• t.het mere than eoo.ooo JQds (were) Jtille• 
ltetVeen: 1915 an4 1918 in the eaat.em villaqers ef 
Tudcey. CUet.e.t fnm the KUri.s 1ty Hassan Axfa. oxfer• 
University Preas ( 1966). 

s. sevrt!JJIDeDIIaya "l'urtaia. Mes~ 19581 p.2s •• in A.R. 
Chasseml.u. lO.lrta an4 JCurilstan. (P:ESguflt 1965) • p.21e 

Mareb Manifest•• This is the aqreeml!nt en the peaceful 
anci •emecrat.ic setUement ef the lalrdish pn~lem 
enn.unee• ~y the zoevelutien eeDIIIQn• eeuncil en Ma reb 
11.. 1970. (Settlement •f the Kurtish prelltlem in Il'Sq• 
Ath-thawza pulllieatien 1974. p. 5). 



take sepazate census of JCu~sh peptlatien ea .an implemen

t:atien e£ 'March Manlfest.e•. 7 llut K\lrti.ab 1ea41er ftastafe 

BUrsani aPPtstt4 this effort JJecause of manipulat.ien in 

ceunt.1ng IO.aris pepalet.1•n ancl lCurtish area as a result the 

census ceuld not cemplete. 

Per the'- assessment •f tbe as:newraphic featu. s:os of 

KUrdistan. t.ha nl~ance on Owes:n.rnent. statistics an4 &ta 

mny yield tisurte• analysis •. therefere cress-checks an 

inwi~ly necessary. Another WaY of assessing •emec:~mphic 

chareeteristJ.es is te eens1aer c fresh cn<l exa~ demaEeatien 
I 

ef ana of XurcU.stan fer this parpese. It is ceally ver.r 

difficult te d•emine the actnal nwnlter of ~CUrts inha~:LUng 

the regia. primarily iMcause ef the political' metivatio~s 

ef respective gwemments'' in numlle ring the l(u. ~ish tet:&l 
·, -_ . e·, 

p4tplla tion. 

---------------------
7 Settlement of the KU.rtisb pnltlem in lzaq. 

Ath-t.hawza pult1Jcot1en 19741 p. 139 clause s. 
statC!s that *we (Gevemment) have discusset1 with yeu 
(KUrcis pGeple) the question of peat.peninq the 
census only after t4r. Al Bnnan1 ba• tel• cemra4e 
Murtailha al-Hatithi that yeu were net prepa re• to 
recognise tbe ~sult of the eensua if they incU.eate 
the presence ef an Aralt Majority in the ,enumerate• 
areas. 

8 Billet. AUgust 31. 1980, No. 1636. 1n Ghaseemleu 
A.R •• JO.tzti.atan an.t. •rc~s (Pzague 1965)• p. 23. 
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'l'be other sources hav$ compesed the estimates b;;secl 

en scientific boiias. txavellers and or.lentallsts ef varleus 

ccuntries. Westem Sc1at1f1c publications do not 'iiffer 

marked by from the official statistics effered by respective 

eountril!s. For instance. the Encyclopedia American stated 

the tatal number of Kurds to be t?oo.ooo and Encyclepae11c 

Britanice t,soo,ooo. lt is. however. quite interesting 

that already in 1892 the FreDch Gevemment ia its yellew 

book speke abaut a.ot2.897 Kurds. 

The Comrdssie despatch'!!d to Kuriistan by the League 

of Nations in 1925 to investiqate 1m Masul qu'!st1 on state. 

the figure of 3.200,000 was given RS the population of the 

entire KUrdistan. w. n.u.glas, JUstice of the u.s. supr91De 

court declared 1n 1952 that .. n~arly ene farth of the sixteen 

million iahabitants of Iran ere .Kur:Js. 9 The Groat Saviet 

e~ncyclepaedia ef 1952 presents 'rJ (seven) millioas I<Urds, 

i.e. 2-3 millioa in TUrkey, 2-2.5 m1111oa in lraa aad 1-2 

million in Iraq in 1939. 10 

The memerandum preoented in 1948 to the United 

Natiens by a qrwup of KUrdish intellectuals after the 

fiqure of 8 million Kurls residing in Turkey. Iron and Iraq. 

A.R. Chessemleu has qivea his 6stimate that the populatien ef 

9. Deuglas w., S.trrange lan:is and friendly 
Peeple. (L.rtdea 1952). p. ss. 

10. Balshaya S.vetskaya Entsikl•peiin Vel. 24. 
P• 91 in Chasseml.u (A.R.), Kur1istan aad 
KUrds. (Prague 1965), P• 22. 



Kurt.U.staa ameuat te to.6oo.ooo people a.od further mere 

reside appraximately 1.2oo.ooo as members of the ether 

nationalities and natienal ~aorit1es. Tho Sacyelopedia 

of Britanica 1971 gives the Kurdish populatiea abeut 3 t• 

S million i.e. Turkey 2.ooo.ooo. Iraq 750.000• Iran 150.000 
11 as bv 

and syria 25o.ooo. Aaether l'!atimates.,!given,:w.a. Fisher 

the well knewn expert en the Middle East Geeqraphy is ae 

f•llews:
2 

Pegalatioq of .. Kurd! 

Ceuntries Maximum Miainum 

1. Tutkey a.ooo.ooo 3.2oo.ooo 
2. Iran s.ooo.ooo t.aoo.ooo 
3. ,lraq 2.soo.ooo t.SSOJ.OOO 

4. syria 6oo.ooo 320.000 

s. Leb&nen 7o.ooo 40.000 

6. u.s.s.a. 300.000 ao.ooo 

TOTAL 16.470.000 6.990.000 

2Dile .....x:xmiiiM Jllif&•*ldUD:tllti&XfeaJdtlui 

Takiaq aeceuat •f all th~e seur:ces l\Dd histerical 

evi::laces ond the present cera sus reP~Jrts• the Ku rdistaa 

populatien eaa be estimated between 9 ta 12 milliea. The 

11. Eneyelepe:Ua af Rritania (Seeul 1977) 
Vel. 9 p. 824. 

12. Finher w.s •• The Middle East. (Leaden 1978) 
P• 191. 
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presea.t demarcated area of I<Urdistnn has 9.45 millin 

pctpulat1ea. 13 The demarcated area. of Kurdistan consists 

ef 9 prov1Daes of south-eastern Turkey, 3 piWV1Dces ef Derth-

west Iran and 4 provinces ef north eaatem Iraq. The tetal 

demarcated area is 284413.5 sq. Km. and has 9,457,240 

pepulation neeerd1ng te 1975-76 c:ensus. 14 On the basis 

of this demarcated area. ene eaa assess the demegraphie 

feature of the Kurdistan reg1ee. Though population figures 

of Kurdistan are net very much sure but it is significant 

as it gives fair idea about ethnic or cultural gr.ups •••• 

th«! situatian of pepula:t.1cn numbers can have the most 

15 important political implications •••• ••. 

There is no separate census for the pepulatin ef 

Kurdistan er net even major demegrapbie data oa Kurdish 

pepulatien is available. A little eff•rt has been made in 

Iraqi falrdistlpl in 1974 but that alse cwld not materialise 

~ue to political reason. 16 Considering that the populatioa 

13. calculated f.rem .Annual statistical Altstract of 
Iraq 1976. Statistical yea~k 
1979• an:! Iran Year Melt 1977. 

of Turkey 

14. Fisher w.B. 1 a. 13. p. 191. 

15. Ibid• • P• 269• 

16. Se8 sat.tlAment. ef Kurdish Problem. •· 5. 
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can beceme -teuble w.lthla 25 years. then new -pttpulatl• of 

Kurdistan shald be around 12 te 13 mlllloa. The demarcated 

Kurdistan area~ population is 9.45 million which is net far 

frem above estimates • 

• If yeu ebsexve the. pttpulation gn~Wth tread fnwn 1945-75 

ef different prev1nces ef Kuriistan (See Table Ne. 3). yeu 

can find majerity ef pr.vinces• !»pulatlOD is en the decline 

a.ed subsequent increase i.e. ACJr1• Bingel. Bitlis. Mardin• 

S11rt.. Kerdistan. Al..trameem and 12lek. The relatively slew 

rete of growth between 19~0 and 1945 is prebabl y a preiuct ef 

abllexmally high mortttlity and sharp reduced birth rate during 

the war years since ••••••• •• this was the perietl ef ceas 1dera'ble 

ecenemic difflc:u.lty. • 17 Another category ef increasing anti 

subsequent d~eline is in four pmvincas. i.e •• Diynmald.r• 

Van. West Azad:Mljaa and Kermansbaht.Jj. AD accelerated dscl1ae 

trend is in the Halckuri and Mus previnces ef Turkey. Arbil 

nad Al-sulemaniyah provinces of Iraq shew decelerated 

increase (see Figura No. 19). 

From 19iS to 1975 the t:»p:alatlen pereeataqes have 

iac:reased lry mere than :25% la ell pnwinc:es ef ~rd.J.stan 

(Sae Figure No. 20) (Percentage increase of 'Pepulntlea 

1966-1976). 18 Billis is the only previnee where ~pulatien 
f) 

has increased phaomeaally i.e. by jo7%. It is lie cause ef 

better agricultural ecenemy 1a Murat Valley. The very high 

17. ilsfdney John c •• TUrlc"J (Lendea 1971) p. 84. 

18. Calculated fram U.N. Demographic: yoatbeek 
1966 and 1977 and Natienol CeDsus of · PGt:Qlatiea 
and heusing, Iran - 1976. 



pepula.tia 9n1Wth 14.5% to 15% percent is in the prevlDce 

ef van. Rukkuri ef Turk~y. Am11 and Al-sul_moatya ef Iraq. 

Tha Siirt prevince ef TUz:k"fY is alse having high rate ef 

grewth that is · 44%. The Medium type qrwwth rate 1s in the 

Bingol. Diyamalcir and Al-Tameem provinces i.e. · 35.40'1'. A 
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lew <;Jl"CIWth rate pattem is fCJU.od in the Agrt. · Mls. Mardia and D'he 

pmvinces. These pmvinces are havinc:J terracqd. laad with hiqh 

seil eu:esi.a. Turkish KUrdistan Previnces• pepulatien has 

increased mere than the National averages. The pepulatien 

1nc~ased at vei:y l.w percentages in the pr.vi.Dces ef 

Ke~Dshabr.f.::,,~ West Asurbaijaa and Korafiist.aa 125 te 135 

per eeDt. The high percentage 1acrease in thn pepulatien may 

be )).geause of the drep in tbe mertelit.y and especially infant 

mert.ality. 19 There are same pelitical reasens fer lncrees• 

ia t.he pePQlatien percataqe. in certain p:r.viDces of Tu rlcey 

and seme extent 1D Iraq, as net-r Military regimeats cau•e sutlda 

1ncreas~ ia the pepulatien figure. In the case ef Iraq the 

reasen is that the Saghdad aevemmerit fercU,ly packed mere 

Ku.rds ia the ianer auteaemeus e.rea with the metivatlea ef 

reducillg' the geographical ectent. Ia Iran ene can find lack. 

ef medical f«c111t1es specially 1D zural oreas ceatrary te the 

mest medemisad. metical care in the metr.pelit.an t.was and 

blqh mortality rate. ltreught dewn the .rate ef pe~let.iea 

qJ:WWth ltel.., the nat1eDal average. 

19. Chaliaad Gerad. Peeple Witheut a c.uotry • 
The Kurds and t(urdJ.staa (LeDdCD• 1980) p. 48. 
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f!pulatita Density - 1965 1 

Inspita ef rapid rate of pepulatitn lnc~se. ~e 

social and eceaem1c conditions ef the req1en has respeasible 

fer low te medium P!Pilatiea 4enait1es. The qeeqraph1cnl 

em'b1er.ace 1D the form tf unevea and dissected tepeg~phy 

and harsh climate tendinc;J te semi aridity regime plus lim1te4 

land ave11a~le for cult1vat1ea is respeas1•1• for such a 

spatial dlstr1but1en. ef pepulattea. 20 The pep~let1en deasity 

of Kurdis.tan reg1ea iD 1965 was in the raage of e. so te 35.30 

·per sq. Km. (See Taal~ Ne. 4) 21• This fact is applicaltle fer 

the pepulation c-centrntioa ia meat ·ef the KU.rd1stan reg1••• 

eltheugh Al-Ti>.mctem end Al-sulemania pr.vinces ef Iraq have 

hJ.gb density ef Pftpll.atiea. ·that is araund deuble to the 

nntlenal average ef 18.52. This 1a because of ell wells and 

til 1adustries as well as geed agriculturaltle laad w1tb a 

oensiderable 1rr.1qatiaa facilities cempored to vast desert 

land ill the seuthem Iraq (See Figure *• 21). The eecead 

ca.tegery of hiqh deasit.y of Ptt~latiu i.e. 26.32 per sq. Km 

is 1n the Diyallakir. tt.trdirl and Kermaaahab pa.viaces •f I raa. 

a a these pr.winces have eeasideralJle aqricul tu ml laa4 ia 

the up~r basin ef Tigris and ths plaias ef Ke:anansbah. A 

medium 1ens1ty 20 te 26 per sq. km. is 1• tbe Mus. Sir1t. 

Agri pnw1aces ef Tut:key. westem Azfl.dlaljaa and ICurdestaa 

ef Iraa aad Adtil. r>'helc previDcas of Iraq. B1agel end Bitlis 

--- ~----- ~ ~ ~---- ~. 

20. aeaumeuat P1tter. Middle Basta A Qeeqzaphical 
study, (Leaden, 1976) p. 183. 

21. Calculated fx.n U.N. 03m•graph1c YearbeeJc, 1977. 
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previnces "c•rd lew density i.e. 14.?.0 per sq •. kms. Th9 

lowest density areas are in the Van anfi Halckarl pn.vinco 
. . . 

where fer 4 to 6 months iD a year. sn• exists aleagwith 

severity of climate. in Qastem Aaatelia. rugged rt!!llief 

which. restricts the amtrUDt of laad availability for agriculture. 

is the maiD facter. though the harsh willter are aa ad4ed 

22 
deterrent te a dease settlemct pattern. 

The rnpid 9J»Wth :rate ef pepulatloa ia the regiea is 

respensible for a deaser pepulatlon C8Ver ia KUrdlstoo durlag 

1965-1975 (See Table Ne. 4). A drastic change ia pep.alatlu 

density has taken plnce iD Bitlis p~inces presently havinq 

47.69 per sq. Jcm. It is moialy because ef the fartileS.il 

and establishment of new viqereue 1.ndlu.str1es. Merewer the cnae 

is the sams with Diyamakir. Mardin and Al..ll'nme<!m previDces. 

which has meN than 40 l,)'!!rsens per sq. kms. (See Figure Ne. 22). 

Arbil. D'helc. Al-sulaimaniya and Kexrnanshab proviaces have 

high deasity ef pepulatiea i.e. 33.40 per sq. km. Medium 

deasity pNVirlces srs Agri, Mus. S11rt. \"lest 1·: 1\zarbaijaa 

oad Kerdistao, wl\Gre the laacl is unsuitabls f•r e)lttlemeat 

and irrigotieu of Agriculture. There oro seme exceptieaolly 

sfd.table ureas Lake Urmiyah plata, wber" cult1v.utiea is beiag 

carria:i eut muc:h earlier than ia the surreuadiaq areas. The 

1• deasity areas ef 19 te 26 pemo per sq. km. are Dingal ead 

v~a pmviacu and Vt<fJry lw density Hukkar1 previnc:e. where 

difficult nod e.mplex terraia with deep qerges and steep sle~•• 

high altitude nad +.uutsn climate are the main factors • .... _...,. ____ .. _____ .. ____ __ 

22. Dewtilraey J .c •• Tuxkey (Leai.en. 1971), p. 79. 



DaosJ. ty va rJ.utions between 1965 and 1975 n re many aad 

seme pmvinces hall recerded pheaemeaal chnage ia their 

density pattern. Such high recording deasity cbaaoe areae 

are mestly in Iraqi parts i.e. • in the aert.b-wcstera traat.a 
(A./'I"Q.._ 

5 ·; 

and en tho ether· hand t'here"seme areas ia Imn1aa tracts when 

the iacrease rather margiaal. SUch 'situatiea may be due te 

the better peaceful living ceaditions ia areas ether thaa lraa 

and c:naaated efferts tE:J impreve the eceaemy of these parts. 

ETKNXS AND AACIAL_.cH.A.RAcrARis.rxcs 

The KUrds censtltute evor as,: ef the pep.1lntlea ef 

Kurdistaa. the rest compr1s1Dq of approximately 400.000 Tulks. 

30o.ooo Asaxba1zanians. tso.ooo IraDiaas. 2so.ooo Aralts and 

200.000 mem'Ders ef ether nctieaallstes e.g •• Tudtemaas 

Assyr1a.as and Atmenlans. 23 It is rath.,r a teuch.y questiea 

to distinguish truely Kurds fr:em the others. It is aot o 

matter here to search er identify Kurdish race in the 

present study. However. one can dwell upen seme ef the well

'kaewa g~JDet1c diffareaces. 

Nort.hem Kurds are bluet oye~t. 1ii.J.checephal1a type where

as the sasthem and enatem Kurds nre baWD. black-eyed• 

-.racbycephalic typil. Aa emiaeat anthropolegist Fiel·!s• H •• 

has taken 590 Kurds as his samples anlll examiaed 162 people. 

He diec.vered A~neids types 48• Balkaa 12. Me11f1ed mediterraa~ 

36• EUD-Anntelia 38. pll'l!t er mixed Ireaian 4. Alpine1d 12. 

Maaqele1d 1. and Neqreid 1. The Kurds are net the same 

every where like Yaz111s er Assyriaas. 2• 

24. Fi<!li H., Tho Anthrepeleqy of Iroq. Part II (lntndea. 
1960). p. 48. 
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H. Pields described I nqi Kurds physique as fell eva 1 

ms:tium hf!ight ( 166t.M.) relatively leng 'body and ohert limbs. 

The ferehead and the head is wide aad muad. 25 The brachyce

Phalies is prad.miaaat. The face is medium in size and the 

nese is quite eften cenvex. The Ku~ is mere hairy thea Arab 

and his hairs a.ra J:Gt.her wavy, dark and brown aad the eyes 

black Du.t. the bl•de hairs and blue eyes are alse te be 

oraceuntetl, especially in ~e westem regions. The celeur ef 

skiD is more clear thoa that of the AI'Sbs. but less fiae t~ 

that ef ASsyriaas. The teeth are no:z:mal nnd well placet!. 

Among the J<urds there are different types ef trihea 

an. d. su8-tribes aad live in separate mere er less ~efined a rea a 
. 0 

because the villages hove restricted iatereou :rse ameaq th~m-

selves except seasenal migrat.iens aleag with the herds ef live

steck. Hewever, many a timP..s these villages are one f"mily 

settlements. This larqe family develeped very eften chenqcs 
are 

late a sub-tribes whichLabeut 10 1• aumlters · aa fell.-wa. 26 

the M1111 SMehpn1) !9Jrd§ 1 is iafact the biggest. single 

unit. ef the Kurdish poeple widely dispersed. They tave let ef 

1atar-m1xture of the :Xraaiaas, hewever, there nr«! Turks, the 

Getu and the Arabic spealtiJJg peeple ameag thf!lll ead they mestly 

1ahalt1ts DiyaDnl'klr and ~rdia p:nwiacea and speak Kirmanji 

dielact ef KUrdish languaqe. 

---------~----------

25. Ibid. P• 35. 

26. Wahe(!d w.A., R\trds an-i their cauatry 1 A Histery 
ef Kurds paepla. e~. 2 (Lo.h•re 1958) p. 170. 



Tb• gqpa fem.us Kurdish t.rille iaba81t the plaine 

ef west and south westem Iran -being the dasest ert~Uad 

Klrmnnshah - the famous town of \-Iestem Iraa. 

5S 

GirsJ.r&xn I<ut4J live mestly en the 'l'U~e-lrc:n:aiae 

berder, meetly in Van ·aad. Hakkari pnwiaces. They are 

sem1-eema.dio and as p9r reut;Jb astimates, they are 20 t.e 25 

theusaads iR number. The <lsrg1r1ya Kurds era a flae speeimara 

ef maahotld.. The Batwan 1s a sub-tribe proetisiDg beth 
' ' 

agriculture as well as pas~re~ '-ands. 

aew they are thoroughly Aroh1c1zei. They live areuad Mesul. 

They are settled cultivatem. 91'8Winq mestly wheat. barley sad 

The =IJlffA .•f 1rsn are feuad 1D seuth of Lake Urmiyab 

aleng the Iron-Irnq 'berdar. Thoy aasic:ally live an~ heriama 

and depaad eatirely ea live steclc fer their 11ve11b .. d. Juffs 

The Kftlsaj, fS!!rs\1! live areuad Ki:dalk and SUlaimaaiya 

· a ad is the impertaat tri))e eallo:! Kolcai. They are Bhia ia 

faith and to be nMu·e-ecact a ver.y extreme typs ef Shiaa. 

The Kb!shw &a@ live areund Axbil an• Sbaklawa. 

Th~ are haadsemtt, beal1:hy and meatnlly alert paepls aad 

era warriors 1Dy naturs. They are more c:ulvunced than rest 

ef the Kunllsh tribes. 

The Pisb{ier llQi ,tba Hawr;aman 15UX:df}. live in SUlemaaiya 

'Prev1nae ef Iraq and alse in Iran with Hamawaaj sub-tribes. 

They ara influaneio.l. very hupitable and we11-1afor:me·:1 pe•ple. 



The harrlfaads sub-triltss livo iD eastem fd.ages ef Iraa 

aad aro abeut 20 theusaads ia aumber. Al.eilq t~ltb Gul:Qia 

tribes. the Kballati.: the Qadir. Mir. the Dnjalam. the Dnlu aad 
ill 

the 'i'elallaai K\u:Cis su1t-t.r1bes areLthe seutb-wcst Xrnntan 

Keadastav area. 

ael&gitys C!@I!RI§l!i.&,f!'as The religiea ef the majority 

of Kurds is Islam and an ovetwhelm1aq part ef the MLlslem la:&rda 

are sur.anis. Tbft small numbers 0f Shils live meetly ia s8\lthtU1l 

I<'urdistan. in tho area of Kermanshaht4 aad in the iaaaaessiltle 

hilly traet:.s of aerth Iraq areuad Adtil and ~a:aduz. la 

matter of ~11g1oa, Kurds are very telernnt as Chrlst.iaas. 

particularly the Atma1an ehrlatiaas have lived fer eenturif'!& 

amanq them. 

In Turkish Kurdistan. 99% KUrds are nuslims. There 

are alse aD8ut 3o.ooo Nesterian and Assyr.laaa Christians and 

obeut 30.000 Yaz1de's living west and nerth ef Mesu1. 27 I• 

Iranian Kurdistan. 98% Kurds are auolilftS. 28 The ~iaiao 

2% are Azmeniaa aad Assyriaa ehristiaaa and seme jews. 

--~------------------~--

27. The new Encyelepedia Br.ltania. W1111nm Beatea 
(Seoul 1977) p. &76. 

28. Natieanl eeasus of pepulati•• aad H.uslag 
Revemaer. 1976. Ne. 186 (lraa 1981). 
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Baghdad yea~k 1923 pUblished by AL-trnq press. 

Baghdad otmpiled by British nuthoritios in 1920 ceaaus toble. 

This bein,.lven as latest data is Dot compiled t0 give this 

1afcumat1n at least this will give a reugh eotimate of the 

reliqiea eempes1t1•o of pepulatiea in Iraqi Knrdlstaa. 

Bunni Sh1ah Jews Christie• Othero Tet~ 

Mosul 244713 1718P 7635 50670 30180 350378 

AJ:bll 96100 - 4800 4100 1000 106000 

KJ.dtuk 85000 5000 1400 600 - 92000 

sulaimaaiya 153900 • 1000 100 - 155000 

_ ...... -. .. --~-------.-, -- ............. ._. ___ --- ._ ... ., -
TOTAL 1 15146685 1433015 87488 78792 31190 

s.uree · 1 'Aiebard Ceke. The heart of the middle 
east. Themt.en Buttetwerth Lt.d. (Lead•• 
1925). 

2849282 

In Iroqi Kurdtstan mest ef thf! Kurds are eunni sect. an~ seme 

KUrds are ef sh11a sect. speelally 1a the seuth. Ill t:he 

D1belc regiers (ia Iraq) there nra Aetna 150• 000 'believers ef 

Yezlc.U religi•. 

Though KUrds ere me!ttly muslims. eitb~r Sb11a er 

sunnl sects llut at m1e1'8-lev'!tl they hov!! mnay Yar1snt lecal 

typc!s. F•r example. JS1zzalbaah ara aat Iranians but are JCu~ 

anfl speak Kir:maajl. They ore erigiaally fr.m the zaqres rneunt

alns. Thoy have fram place of the erigia la Shi1a. llut 

tGtally diffareat. to the lraalaa Shi1a·. Ali O&abit is 

•~••ther typo ef Muslim KUrds ~led A1A•Iah~1 These Ali 

Oleh1 KUns nre a sert of Half paqoa llut c•vertecl t• 



Islam. 29 Ameng the gspa !Suds the shrine ef Bab$ Yadgar. 

lecated 1R a gerqe aboVe the eld city of Halwoa is reqarde41 

with superstitious veae%at.l•n• 

· Leaders of the different SUnni Sects (tariqat)• 111 

se called. shalkh who still exercise a atfttnq influrmce 

t.hreugb.Ut Kuriistaa. Every plrld nust pay ot least one 

yearly visit. te his shallch e.ad deliver preseats to him. fer 

Which he then receives alesslags. A yeuag KUrdish priest. 

mullah. will rec8lV9 his dlplema frem a xea•aetl re11giwa. 

dlgaitery and will thon be sat te a village. They are 

living iD cleact centact with the xural PtP~latien and well 

aware of their peverty and depleraltle 11v1ag ceDditlens. 

These yeung intellectuals are oaly literate peeple in their 

villages aad usually beceme activo parttcipant.a in the 

aatienal libaratlen army. 

Either la texms of ethDlcity er reliqien, there is 

certain amauat ef h.o'Y'Y'o~t..""\+1 ia the raqleD lN.t .. e caa 

find 1ecal marked voriatins. The cenmew maasr1s feel thnt 

th•'!Y sh.uld net be 1aterfere4 o the oce.,.at. 

Languagt! 

KU.f"l'Uch is na In-ie..Suropeaa 1anguago oft-! is writttm 

iD Aro'D1e script. It is a mixture ef the Penlan nad Turkish 

language with the feundatioa of t.lte aDeieDt ehaldena sad the 

Turan1aa language. All people 1• KUrdi•ta• mostly speak 

29. Al1-olahis are very much like a certain class of 
M.lsllm ceaverts of caatrul Iradia \tel .. giaq te the 
l•er strata of oeelety whe Ct!lebrnt.e 10 dAys ef 
"-harram ia a typical "QJ.ssebra style•. s.A. Wal'U!H'.tll• 
Kurds and t<urdist.aa (Labore. 1958). p. s. 



Kurdish. hewaver. it is very 'difficult tG qive eeti~mte of 

Kurdish speakers in this demarcated area. as data is aet 

available. may be because ef · respeetive g.,.examents• rMtive 

to kaep restrletioa ea separatist tendency of d1ffereat . •, 

ethaic greups in their cc:mntry. Turkish g.verament ha4 

tetally D6ane4 KUrdish ia 1925. 30 the peeple liviag 1D 

eaateza higb mountaias ra;ieas have fergettea their eriglDel 

language. They described them as meunt<:tia Turks. In Iraa 

when ~hnbad K1ngdem31 (1945-46). Jhrdlsh was •fficially 

reviewed otherwise t.e-day. it is baued. Their official 

·language is only Persian and their is net a single scheol 

where t.eachiag is carrlttd eut in ICurdiah. 

In spite of th~se political restrietieas aad uaavaila

bilit.y ef datn \i.S. Fisher (1978) bas qivea his estimote •f 

Kurds with their metber teagues as ICurdisb is that 32. oo.ooo 

ia TUrlc:<.!Y• 1800.000 in Iron. aad 1550000 ia Jroq. 32 
A deqree 

af ioase Kurdish pepulatiea is iD the s.uth an1 Seuth Sa8tena 

K'U rtlislaaa and. iD thea nerth~m Turkish aad tl'est. Aza dtijaa 

previace. t.he density is sparse. JCurdish dees aet yet haa 

u.afied literary fez:m. There ore twe prevailing tlialec:ts in 

Kurciish laaguage ( 1) Kermanji (2) seraai. 'l'h-3 Kemanji 

- ~ - - - - ~ - - - ~ - ~ - ~ 

30. Cbal1aad G •• a. 18 P• 49 

31. see Map by J.H.G. Lebea in &est w.a •• spate 
o.H.K. (ed.) The changing Map ef Asie. A 
Political Geegzaphy. (Lendea 1971)• 5th ei. 
p. 66. 

32. Fisher w.B. a. 3. p. 191. 
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dialect is SJ»kea in tbe aorth westem part ef Kurdietsa. 

KUrds settlsd iD Tulkisb Kurdistaa areu.ad Dehim apeak 'io.za 

ault dialsct is used. The serani dialect. is spekea ia. 

the seuth eastem part of Kurdietaa. i.e •• aeutb ef the 

imagia" ry liae ceaaecting Rewanduz S.n Iraq with. Urmiah ia Iraa. 

The 1(1manj1 dialect prevailed in literature uatil 

Werld war Ie blt after the pahibitiea ef t<Urclish lanquoqe 

ia Tuxkey CU'ld• due to the simultaneeus grwwth ef aatieaal 

li&eratiea stmqgle •f ·Kurds ill Iran and Iraq. it was the 

seraai dialect that began t• prevail ill th" Kurdish literature. 
', ·, Q 

Preseat days seraai dilt!ets is beeemtnq the chief dialect 
" 

usa4 ia the present day Kurdish literature. 

ID TUt'key aet a single pultlieatiea is available 

epealy and it is illegal te pul'»lish aaythiag iD Kurdish. 

Despite the rig.ures ef repressien. ·,;·-;. J(Urdish literature 

pelit.leal textes are secretly circulat..t. 33 All such paali

catios are pr.latri 111 the Latla characters ac!eptett fer 

KUrdish 1ty the Be41dtaha ltrethers 1• the Thirties. Ia Tur:tcey 

n•d in Xren Kurdish is pr.'hillited ia aeh .. ls ethent1se eccept 

enly ia Iraq. after reveluti•• ef 1958. Kurdish speaker 

i• Turkish KurdistaD is cem~retively less sven. theugh 

majerity ef the pep.~letioa is Kurdish speakiaq lB Aqrt. 

Bitlis• 01yar1Nkir. Hukkari. Mariia. Slirt. ead Vaa prwiacea. 

I• Mus and Biagel previaoes nnund scm peeple are Kurdish 

speakiag. In Bitlis pwviace asar a1Mut 6% p•ple are 

Arallic and Siirt. and Marata near alleut 1~ te 35% peeple are 

33. Cbaleaad o. • n. ta. p. 49• 





Arallic speakiag. Xa Dingol aad Mus prev:l.aces Kurdish uad 

Tu11cish are m8rcJ er less ia the same aumlaers. 

Bdmaads (Edmands 1957) • ca the basis ef pers•ael 

Jc:aawledge of a ree. P.stimeted thu.t the entire pe:Pllatien of 

·'"' ("" OJ 

the prevlace of Sulaimaalya is IO.trdish and that Kurds c•pesed 9 

per cnt 'and 53 par cent ntspectlvely ef the tetal pepaloti•a 

of the pr.viaces •f ,AJ:bil a11d K1dalk. 34 ta traa:l.aa Kurd.t.etan 

few Tulkish speaker ira aorth west Aaatleaisan prevlaee aad 

little •f J\.rebs nnd TUrks ia seuthem pnwiace of KeJ:maashah. 

RURAL ISNSI'l'Y 

Ia qaneral. thtt areas with a high deaaity ctf rural 

pepulation at the preaeat time are thesa parts which have 

always beaD tbtt mast attractive fer agriculture develepmeat. 35 

In seme areas of Kurdist.aa. the developne:at of agriculture 

with the p.rwvisi•• of nssiaod water supply. there is 

iacrense ia naral deasity for example Bitlis pr.vince ia 

Tuxkey and south westena plaias of Uxmiyoh Lalce (See Figure 

Ne. 23). The deaslty pattem ia Zagr:.s oad Tau reus u.uataia 

ia far mere eemplC!X as the settlemeat vn riaA fr.m iateasive 
,• 

ossla type agriculture carried out by a aettlt~td pep~latiea 

fer example ia Kermaashabaa. Kurclistaa Bitlis, Mus aad Mardia 

px.viaeoa • 

...... ------.-----.--------
34. Lawl~8s R.I •• IEBq 1 chaaginq pepulatiea pottexa, 

ia (J.t) clark aad Fisher w.B. (ed) •• Pepulatioa 
ef the Midlle East aad North Africa 1 A Geeqrapbicel 
Approach (Leaien. 1972). p. 103. 

35. Clark J.t. and Fisher w.s. (ed)J Pepulatiea 
of the Middle Saat aai North Africa (tAadea. 
1972)• P• 79. 
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'file .. p ef rual Pllllll•U• .... 1\r.y ef Xai'Gat:all 
alMiWa 

nwi• ( 1975) ~- the fell•ia•· 

'l'h• mal •••ity a.--a vi~ 26 u :42 pe111•• per aq. 

Jan. al'tl Bitlla aa• Media PNV'ia ... v'tlel'tl ~. a..,t1M ••n
CNlan 1• the aem vlth a fel't.il• ae11 ••• the liiMit,t.e.

tnaapel't. fae1llt1u (i.e. ail .. ._ .. .. ialy --~ 

fer all ldaezel •pleatl•). The peJMl•U• ._altr.y 
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ltet.v ... 20 u 26 per aq. kll. ia 1a Dl.yallaklr. *•• w.~llla1••• 
Ke~a.uball. ICtai'Cilsua ••• S.lat..aalya ••• •• •-• vltda 

10 u 20 pen• per aq. Jal. a" 1a the preYiaee ef Bltn.. 

8ia9el ••• Atfl"i. The l••t. •-•tty 9r.ap 1a *• ••• ~~a..aa. 
Adtil. 1Jtek ••• Al-'1'•-• PreYiaeea ts .. t'altle ... I). 

!'he mal pepalat1• •••tty pat.t.em 1• tinet.ly a 

41evele,._t. ever the pbyaiae-alU.Ue obaaet.edat.lea ••• 

availaltilit.y ef auit.altle 1••• f•r C!&lltlfttlea• 

•• t.et:.al ...... Pllllll•t:l• ... l•• 1a ..... n.s.. .. 
•• ,..,.. t.e idle ...._ •• ., mal peJIIlat.1•• Jta.adly ... -. 

Uff1•1\t '-•n&ia -*'-~CU!-+c:..& •ay 81 1 sal•t.l .. aa• peel" 

_ _.._ 1••• ... --··'· •• ., .... faaet.l-. .... ... 

·- ---- ..... iaat.a'-1• 11811t.J.•l ..... u ..... .,.. .. --
......... hu an pead.\tt.e4 anu" .... ...-l•"'-• 
ftae fJZWtdt ef _..._ --.... arpd.a...,1y llaa ...._ Yel"f' apt.•. 

paft1c:Mlar1y 1a Jaqi Xai'Uat.aa. D'llelc ••• S8klle llave 

•peri••• veJ:f ap1• •-• tad.aq t.lle laat. 1at.•r-e•aa1 

pede• ••• aal ll19111a\t ••t. npna•t. •• ..,_lt.aat. paft 
31 

ef t.llia iaeft&ae. s- ef ulllaa eit.l• ill Jaq ... ""'*•• 
--------------
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wttnia 10 yean ef tJ.aae. &Uvla lJI Qlyaltllklr prwlace 

iaoreaae ., 4.56 t.1•• f.:. 1M5 t.e 1915. It ..... _.., 

t.lut •-• llakagu nave neult.tM late tn• rapl• 9ftiiiP la 

aaaeolat.l• with reo•t. eoa..te •t.altll•--t.a. Ia IDir

tiat.aa t.et.al a.-.r ef e1t.1• haviJMr .. re thaato.ooo pepalaU• 

.... sa.,., OU.t. ef this 4 olt.i• have ..... itllaa -· laldl 

pepalat.1• these are three b IIIla• ICe .. ulllll\• Ua.tal\ ••• 

Ha•tlaa aalll •• la lnq (ICllfNk). The elt.l• wlt.h 10.000 

t.e too.ooo pepalat.1• are,, -· la -- -·n.- •f 

brtist.aa area (See :rtqure ... 24). Sl91lt. dtl• Ia l•• ... 
1 1a 'l'\ldclsh JQartiat.aa baa a pepalati• 1MW- zs.OOO t• 

so.ooo. There an I olt.l• ef the •1•• ef 20 t.e 21 """'-••• 

pepalat.l• aafl 12 ott.lea •f 15 t.e 20 t.h••••• pepalaU• ( .. • 

7a1tle ... I). Tile olt.l• wlitll J»'l*lat.l• ef 10 t.e 11 --. .... 

an a. 4 ••• 5 la itlle IIIla• llllq ••• Tul'key -pectlYely. 

Mut. ef the elUee an ualfullot.l-.1 perf•...., Ylt.al •• ...,, ... 

t.e dM •nwaGII9 Nl'81 _..., al... ften aft .... wJ'ai4da 

.... Jtul•lly u•at.l'ial ... ....... .. ••• ,., .. --- .... 

lua 111 ...r.er. c-l-da9 'tlae t.enata. die •••n ef 
aeelet.y ••• .,.._.y. lt. -l•IM .. .-. ... ...._ .... ._.1•.---
••et. 1M all .. ...,..._ •• -•••• 

38 

•• ••u '·· 
pepalat.1• t.. Yel"f •• ak• .. •• 1:\aen aft 50 te 110 •1• 

---------------
31 • Caleala t.1119 f- Gffe-'t. --· 

38tt O.U • werken •t.-.•IY la aet. availaltle _. • .,, •• 
•• oaa at,t.tt~~pt. tl\e ftlaetl.1-.1 elaaaifleat.l• ef 
tdle udlaa au •• 





1a •e••• per 1000 f.-1• (See Tattle •• '7) pazot.l•lady 

1a .. 1'1:11 w•ten JC:arclla'kaa ft91• ••• 111911 ..... .._. 

plat.eau ana wheze .U.apad.t.y 1a -- (See P19t1N ... 25). 

'the 1••'- aex nt.1e (f-lu t.e per 1000 •1•) 1a 1a the 

Hakkad. pNY1aa• 1.•. 846.3 f-1• per 1000 •1• ••• ld911•at. 

1a tile D'hek PJ:WY1ace (950 f-1• ·- per 1000 •1•) ••• 

Mt.h pnv1•- ••• -· ..._. .. srr. A ••rr 111911 • •.:aat.le 1a 

JC:aalia"• r:et~1- 1•• 1a the Weat. A•dla1ua. 1Cemau118haa• 

Al..tr ... -. Al-8111-a1ya ••• Mur:tia (925.1-950 f-1•)• 

A 1119h aex nt.ie 900.1-925 f-1•) 1a 1a tile pnvlan ef 

Maa. Adt1l aa~i Ker:tiat.aa. A ...u .. t.ype •f ·- Jlllt.le (8'75•1• 

900) 1• 111 the pl'e'V'laeea ef 8la9e1 D.tya dlakia., &111'1:., V.a ••• 

81tJ.1a. •• a lew •• r:a•l• (850.1 te 8'75 f-1•) 1a 1a 't.lte 

A9d. pi!M'ian ef JC:ar:tiataa nwt• haa a very 1• •• aat.le 

tluaa 8UI'ftRUitia9 area. This ceal4 Nf1- a Yarlety ef fat!'-eD 
.;-

1ac1ttti•9 t.he hl9ll fert111ty ••• -1!11-.y all'lll8tly ...., ..... 

the failtan ef the Kurtia'kaa t.e N9rat.e t.wada ..... ef 

"-'• •paul• ••• peaa11t1y .... -••r ncerU• ef 

~-~-.'' 

t.lae l1aiM ..... pad- ef 't.lte JCtal!tU.ah Jlllllllllat.S.. tfhe 

...... a.. •••••••. 1• _ ...... 1••• 1a hlkey ••• 1••• 

ntem. 1a laa •• I•• h&Ye h- _.,...Dl• fe.~: 't.lt• ••• 

1a. t.lae ••pa"'-1 llt.a~n ef t.M JCtal!'tiah aMl•Y• A 

• .._t.d.•t.i• t.alria9 Jt1••• ia •• ._ .. ••• ........ _ .. 

•f '"• .l'tllall ........ ________ _. ...... 
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'J.'akl., a ••• ef Jnalaa X..dt•~• 

35 te 31 per aaat. pepalat.l• ..... wa••r ........ -. peptlat.tea 

aat.t~~•IY• 40 Ia Weat. Asaftlalsaa p_,ian 511198 peeple •t. 

ef t~l 14J06a8 are ......... Vl\ida eeaaU ... e J6.JU(. ef t)ae 

t.et.al pepalat.t•. 'l'l\s tepaa .. acy nt.le 1a ••• pNYiaa• 

ia ~"'· Ja Ki~~Raah.a._ pNvian 35.3<* pepalatl• 1a 

••.-.••t. ••• wtaieta eeaat.ttut.e 62 •• a • ..,.. ... .., atte. 

Aq riC~&l t.ure ••• • t.ealc na d.aW 

1• the t.taaat •• with 10 t.e 90. ef we&lciag peptlat.tea . ' 

...... 1a :lt. (See '.rule 9). Sllllilar t.e Ina:laa Kurti•t.a•• 

th• Vhele ef ICu.~at.aa l'efJi .. , haa al-at. t.he .... pat.t.ela 

la t.a!RB ef wedcen la t.hia •t-.r•rr. Ia t.he pr.vlaae ef 
f, 

Wqt. Anftlaina 9o.--.41 pepalat.l• eavaw .. 1a AfJdfMltllal 

aativit.l•• Aa• •ly 1.6. pepttlat.t• -···· ia Ja ... t.dal 

s~~et.er. There la •• werkia9 pepalat.l• -•••• ia wat.•r ••• 

eleet.dclt.y week. other ••• Atl'lcult.un .-. .... t.a .. ••• 

aaft'ic• • .-.1' NtY1a9 a•a1 .. 111111• •*'-• -l•t.i• that. 

... 2.18 ... 2.44 .................. ly. ,_,.._ ••• 

•••••fllt.i• -.&ag o.s1 ••• o.at pe-t. valkiafJ P'Pil•t.t•• 

-the peJIIlat.t• -.. ... 1a the lllialaw ••• --•- -. the 

•t.•t. •• 4 u I per ••• peptlat.i• an &a at&n4
i.a• Al..,_ 

piWV'iaea. a&lllila.r pat.t.aa a.J.• lM ~• •le•llen. a.wewc. 
the tau fer ether pans 1• aet. ava11a1tla. thenfan •• ._ 

••lya&e ......... ·-·· 
___ ._ _____________ _ 

40• .., ... .._ ef II!Da -•1•• .... 10 Y•n ••• •w• 
u •lk&atJ pepalat.'-' eaa•u ef II!Da 1976 (Ina 1M1)·. 

41. •t.teaal •••• ef pepalati• ••• ........ ._...r 1911 (Jsaa 1981). 

42. Cleric J .I. ani Fisher w.e., •· 38. P• 62. 
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101.1\18 an very llaekvan J.a ••• ef .-Rti• aa• 

literacy at• an zather 1•. After half a ••tal"f ••-r 

a .._cratla aeau.ler ACJiiM. T\lzklah X.rtia-..a haa ~ ef 

peeple .,.r aJ.x y•n ef ••• at.J.ll uaaet. write er .._. .. 

Ia the eaae ef JraaJ.aa A~Jl•• th• _.tit.l• J.a at.lll 

went. aa• t.be llt.eraey 1• ••rr 1•• The hip pei'CI•ta•• ef 

lllit.erat.• pepaalat.J.• J.a 1a idle IOI.NJ.a-..a PE~Wlaee ef lxaa 

(81. 4") • Men t.haa 1'*- lllit.erat.e pepalat.J.• J.a 1a t.h• 

pnviaaea ef Hakkv.rl. lt&NJ.a. SJ.J.a ••• Adlll aa• J.a •-

• ..-.. ef aeut.'her w•t.•m JnwvJ.aa• ef K\11\tiat.aa it. la -• 

tmaa I~ 1111t.e~at.e ~lati .. •·•·• the p~J.a ... ef 

w. Asadlllijaa •a• Kertiat.aa ef lraa • .._ t.e_..y -• IOlrtiah 

•11l•••.s .. aet. have a p...._l'f .... 1. O.t ef 18 V.lvenit.J.••• 

J.a T\lltcey t.hen J.a •1Y •• -lvenlt:y tmat tee alae •t. ef 

._ .... , .. lfartiataa --'•• •• Meticra1 ee11 ... at: DlyaltM11lr 

aaal f•r -.J.•erJ.aw aa• t.eacdleiW' tDlal.alatr •11•• (1971). 

&vn la ttt•• J.ut.ltat.l-. K\ai"Ua1a ••._• we" ill lllaedW. 

*•" &a lxacal IOli"Uat.aa tile _.ti.t.J.ea ef •••t.i-1 faaill• 

tl• ia lMtt.er. Nitlt a 1111 pa.-ay •--1 (IOll"tiah 1•-.. • 

iata•GM J.a JCMI'IIb1a ana aft.er 1918) ••• 200 •-•IY 

a-..la. MeUaal aan ia ba.a.q..te 1a -. .. ••• ... _.,. •• _ 

1a the --..,. .,.. (s .. 'lallle Re. 10). Ia x...-a1f.aa -~

••" .... 126 laeapf.•l• witlt 92" Mda ••• 1587 ._. 

•• &9•iaa1f. 9.45 ld.lliea pe.ple. ften 1• •ly •• .._.., fel' 

aooo l.alaaW.\:Alau. Ia tt'rO t.Jaen wete 4.3 ...... t.e weJy 

s.o.ooo iallallitaau J.a ""*•• ._._ 1a bi'IU.... tl141n waa 

•ly 1 tt~at.er per 10.000 iallalt.t.ua-.. Ia et.'hel' weda. ftdl., 

1aa• •· 3 t.liM• •• ttect..n t.Jaaa lalrU.taa ana4t 



lhitber quaa~iUYely aer qualiuUYaly ~ 

l"'lfJi• haa a ltaluee• .... JWI'Itpllicr •~aeta~e. '1'111• aattaal 

••• aaaia-ec•..S.c ..,in-•t:. 1• reepeaailtla fer Rda a 

aituat:i•• •• it. ._a aet. allw 1\19h pepalat.t. •••iU• 

••• hieh udNla pepu.lat1• .... ra. The aeeJ.ewpelit.l•l 

alt.uat.t. 1• rupeaa1111• fer peer 11v1av eeauu- ••• 
la. •es-a«aa~ pepalat.i• ••• ._.,aaat. pdaal!'f a~r. 

It. 1• a peerly aewM ...... 1a ~·-- ef •••..S.•l aem .. 

•• aeapan• t.a ~· na~ ef eeaaUw11.y aaU• •••• ef 

Iraa. II!'Bq ••• Tulk.y. The ea•..S.• ltaae 1• aidter }leer, 

alt.'beu9h .... aat.ur:al _..,_t.a an auffleia.t. t.e peZIDit:. 

aiwea11la 1a4Rat:.ri.al d.,eJ. • .-.t... Tlla •IIIIW•r t.e ~llia -1• 
11• , .... 1a t.ha tiacrialiaat.ei.Y pella!• ef t.he Yarl- · 

9_,.11111_._~ 
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cempl• Jll)ayai-.Dphy. uuuii:.altle ali•'=-• ••• PIMJI!' iaf.-.t.Natat:e 

it ia n¥•Z'fl•4 lus • ._ •• area. A feldd laatl ef lbi...U.-..a 

ceai:.aiaa stWeral llliaerals INt. ewiaw te ttae pnltl• ef 

liaka.rea aeY'eral ef t.h•• ldaerala a ze ef •• •••• Ptwelty 

ef rea•rc• iacreasu as there ia laawe scale fl• ef 

r•euft!u •t.si4e. &v• the ... tal fft..,edc ••• taat.it.11d•al 

arrauag-t.a have ••• sud\ that th.., ave..- p.np~dy 

.. -. .... ., •• aa affl••t stt:.uat.J.• ••ly. It 1Ma ... t:.ly 

Pdaa-t ......... •nly ia the fem ef wewet:.ati•• llllit.etl 

ealt.J.yat.l'l• ftel• ••• livut.eclc ••· *-• -••• an 

Cl'l•llt:atiYely .... Jlqt c.al4 ••t .... MI'IIUSM ... t1l• ....... 

-... ••• ef pmper t.niaiag aa4 t.echael.,l•l la}Mt.a. 

Pn. Jti .. ral*ioal aad -leqical peiat.s ef Yl•• tlae 

area .has JDarkd vadat.t• ta , .... u •• fll•• vad.at.i- &18 

.. ialy 4\la t.e f .. r .. ta faet.a 1 

1) m.&•s&• 111111Si&• 1 Yad.at.i- ta ............ 

••• pal't.ly 1a »nc:d.plut.t. play •'•'''-" ••· fte 1li"" • 1•4 ef •ft1l•ra lbldiaU. 1aaa 181' air .... ••• t.1aa l)lai.M ef 

l•dt.tiWI'!f.a 1aaYe 6111 -1' 1ef1•••• l•Ua• t.e a.U-u.Ytcl 

•• per plawt. a..,.ciu. The -.J.•1t:r ef aatllnl ....... _,_ &• 

1alt1l..- ia ZfiUIIW -t:aia ~ 88 oapand te a•tla aaf -· 

••t. ef 101ra..ua. 





ef eli .. tic vad.atl••• l'reqa•Uy it. 11dll911 tawet.lter •wr 
aat.11a1 veqft8t.i.- apeci• •t. t.bey a1:41 •de .. 1IJf 1-• 
,.,ttt.at.i• .., ... a~ la irlM • ••• 

S.v) Impaei! ef ""'-• act.S.Yit.y 11pe11 •• veg-U• llaa 

11- tt•vy 1teca••• ef IMtl&e .. ef e11lt.ivat1• ••• aar •••tal . 
ue ef ... y vad.et.J.sa J'al:tber ia-••••t. ll•'I'Y wa•la9 wei' 

the ale.- fer ••t.u.d.u ltaa 11•• flu:t:ller napeaa1111e fel' ......... 
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'flle aatura1 vecet.atl• aaap Crawa aher Cllal"l• w~la'el'1 

ia I!Cantat.aa bas t.he fe11•1 .. lltlll!keC anaa 1 

•••_. hie" ._.t.aia raacea aac t.lle oat.a•..aa -.autaa. 

Tllen a1:41 alli'WINI aaC t.re• whiah lua-re we11-4et'1a•• -•-1 
z:byt.hl•. Pin ••• et.ber a•lfera •- wlida ef•• aaa11 ••• 

jualpera are iiBpenaat.. Tlle ••d ala.NIIII a1:41 f-• b the 

aertllem IC.u:ti.at.aa aatl 11Niltl1•f t.~ an -uy 1a tdle 

~1•1•• ef n ......... 

, ..... ••ftll•• ll1tll 1••• ............... ,t._ ... 
.............. wltidl a h .. .,.1 fe..- cell......_ IMCI•l 

»..-I'd•• ••• 1••r J)laiaa ef Tl•• ••• •••••un 
•••--· Ia the 1••r plaiaa ef Tit..._ t.bla ~ ef • .,.-u.. 
la .... ..,._. wllG1'. 1'lae J)laa• t.I'M. wUl• ••• •pedally tllae 

J)eJMlar fl•d.•ll tty the wat.•l' w'llldl la&a -• ...... ._._,,,, ... fel' 

.__tJ.a ••• ef Iraq. 

~ ~ '~ - --- ~ -- ---- ~ -
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B•!fll•l•f •••am• • Tlt1• •we 1• •••••J:M tYer 

zawne aaa Tau~*&~~ M8UauJ.a. The wer wnea aea4le1•f .,..,. 

are aeailileft411 w1ir.b ltrea41Mf ••• 6rarf altmlla. Tlt•• are .,. 

eeeaemieally •eh wseflll 1Nil •lY t.e ''"' liz•..-• aaC 

•-••t.e ., .. ef fir. .... 

Op!l I 

Iraq ••• I•l•• area 1• Ira•• hwe aben pa-.a. ef wraaa wbt.• 

la a ,,..,r fer the sh.ep ••• ••• ••• t.lterefen. "'"' •••lt.y 

ef ah•p ••• fl•t.l 1a hlp la t.h1a area. Wl_.. _..., ltewlaalaw 

ef t.W•t.iflt.b ••t.ury, t.he YIIJ.Ul CtYer ltaa abDI.Itk 911'8atiy 

aec•••• ef ae4aat.n.l1aat.1• •f t.:d.1tal PtJMlni• .......... ... 

•t.••1• ef eu.l1'!1Yat.,. laa.. ever 9naia9 •• aat.t.iaw ef 

ferea-. fer the •..-at.1e uee, e.q., 2882.2 eq. ~ ......... , 

fereat. 1• Ceat.rey_. fer t.he •••t.1e parpue ef lnq. 2 fte 

fenat. e .. er 1• 16&rtiataa nvl• la at.lll rich ..... 1•2'11• 
\ 

1eale Ca•w• 11 1teia9 C.eJty M:ra11•• •plelt.a•t.• ef *• 
.,...,. tJ11C la hlk.bla. lnaia.a ••• ll'llql pal't;a. 3 Then 1• 

.... ef aa1•Ufle •• ...... 1 ,,_...,. t.e ,._. •• 61ftllel' 

••••• t.e ""11 91ft. ef •••n. Pnper att.-•t.iea ••

.... t.e ltl J.alt.iat.ell. 

(lt) ••• ,.. 

'the lat.erier ef _..., ••11 ia au:ti.1t.aa •- t.e 1M • 

1•• dell ia •iatnla 11.1taa it.• ••rf•ee ia ,.,,..._.._ ... 

·------------. .... 
Jlf,ll!'fl!"~ "!ft!'"' J.ttl ( .. p .... 1NI), 

Celleet.M fna t.he Jn- ef llfY,!\&M• T\l&'kay 
1951 (Aaka.-, 1t51)e 



KURDISTAN 

~ CH'tent Plant 

lfP ftcttroteum rY 

~ 

a 
• Chcnnh:ols 

• Proeosal•s 



aaillala. 4 Karti.ataa lteia9 la. the MidGe Jlaat. nt'l- ia •• 

tiffenat. fl'eiD et.'he~il anaa ... hen alae ell ia •• ef '-"• 

... t. illpert.aat. miaerala. 'rlle ICidat.k ell fields are '-"e claief 

pet.rel_. IQadJ.ah t.errit.el'f ••• npns•t.a a 9 ... part. ef 

Iraqi pre4uct.1ea. 9S m1111• t.eaa 1a 191&. Th1a app11• t.e 

the pet.rel1111B f1ela ef Ba1aaa ia the Siirt. nv1• ef T•l'k.., 

••• at. Slaalta• aea r IC11!'1Maahall ia I raa. A fam-.a K1.:tt.k ell 

fiel• 1a Iraqi r<uriiat.aa wllich baa 1_..••• r.ewe ef e.tl .ta 
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a ..... 1. aat.icllas ltetw.- 10 ••• ao ... 1•• ••• e.- ---

... w 1th1a the reeezve1r reak all•• free fl., ef an.•• ail 

whic'h ia faat la paahM aut. u.a4er lt.a •• preenn. Killalll 

ell f1el• fint. lllevelepecl ia 1921 ••• •• 1tr. ia •paltle ef 

p.-c1av 24o.ooo lMrrle daily wi'-" a vel'f -•eJ:YaUYe 

eat.imate ef 5000 m1111• ltarrela r.eJ:Ye whictll ia a-...t. • 

ef all t.he ell rueJ:Yea ef tlle capit.a11au' werl•. Tlle eil 

•t•t.r1ltu.U• 1• uaev• la t.«u... ef pelit.ieal tivia1•• ef 

Jaa.U.t.aa. tllenfen. llut. ltectauae ef 11alkaaiaat.1• ef Kti..Ua11 

t.erdt.eiY. '-"• '-••fit.a ef riclt eil w•ltll 1• •t. felt. w•lY• 

.. iat. .. at... ...,1••1 •••le.-.t. Ge\ll• t.ake plaee bezoe. 

Tllen an -· et.ller lliaea1a -• ill Ktln1eila a1••• 

oaiu .laqe • .,..it.a •f .. 1 have lM• tia...,e..a ia t.lle 

nwl• ef MllJ:tia• Ugi. &-'a ••• HBIJMt.• nen 1t. llaa Mea 

••..tea1ly •pleit.M •• aet. at. aakM Ia laqi Ktldlai~H • 

..__. 8u.la,_.a1. 111Deat.ae ia •t.l8ctt.•• ••• at. Ciaar. a .__. 

&-.IY llaa 1Mea pl'e4uaiav 350 met.r1e t.eaa ef •--• a .. ,. 

Dep~Ntit.a ef l'eak aa1t. eaa 1M •P1•1t. .. at. sta•Jar. Slla'fldaaa 

4 
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••• "'•-IGutaat:a. S.1plalr 1• ~-• a\'. Alla.Uyya aad ia a 

pe1iall eellallea\'.1•• 1\'. plaaa ~ ext.l'lle\'. 250• 000 .-r1e t.eaa 

ef 1\'. a year at. Miallnk 1a t.he ael't.ll ef Iraqi -.~«~.a\'.aa ••• 

appax!Mt.ely Il'ila is ••t. 1ackiaw ia Ku:rti.at.aa. ••• 1a ...... 

1600.000 t.ea• ef sulpllur at. Mad• la Iaaiaa IC'ill'tia1r.aa. 

ttaaily exple1t.altle ••PMit.a ef 1aa en are f-4 ia t.lle 

... -·-··· 
t.e 'tlle t:aae ef 32.000 t.•• at. llz:waa1. DiyarlNJcir aad Pal• aa• 

Alca ••peslU are ree•t.1y tiac4Wered. 

dlnlli\lla ia ~-• ia t.h• ft9i• ef aa naa aad ef 

Diyadteld.I'J it. llaa a wer1111 ......... •f 1•1'1• ••1• -~ 
f-4 at. a •1••1• pl•••· 

5 
'rllere 1• 1•4 •• rc.-.. Blasi .. 

••• Maa. ve14 at. Y ·~ ••• t.e the ••• ef rcemaaa'ball. ••• alae 

ailve.- at. a-h. At. JUIIaaJc tile ,... • ..., .. ef •lu all• 'tlle 

-•faatan ef •••U• .... ••• ellled .... ,.._ietr•JIIi• -
»1•1U• ..... ta\'.etl wit~~ pel.it.i•l dlYiai- ef t:.'bla •lfi .. 

.-.t.e ana hu an a11•• a pnp~.- illpaet. ef t.lle ....... 1 

w•li:la • *• ..__,.. ladlaa\'.dal dwel•JII•\'. ...... • ld.llell81a 

ia y.- w 1M iaiUa\'. .. ia tile Nffi•• 

(c) ltl•t Ml 

.............. 'blaaelf- ..... 1111111 ...... ftla. •e11. 

w•••r •• •• a'blae taw ,.... *•Y ••1• .,.._.. p-'tl-

1a••• • ..,. •• ef ••-H•• ftla~. La•• •U.lla•U• 1a _____________ ._ 





IMJ!'!Iiat.aa tau 1111GII llape..-aaee •• Kal'!lll • 11Y41111leetl •1a1y 

••.-• • ••r1•1"t.'lre ••• aWGk-nan. ... 

ef •tr1'1•1•n af't.er flnt'. qa,arter ef 20. C•ilaJ!'f'• heaae 

nA&ct.l• ef aaell paatan 1aatl ••• nat.rl•l• • ld.trl8d.• 

ef alleplaartla c••*l'l•t'. ef pe11U•1 tll•l•l•• .alcu •• 

-n -•aleu.a a~NN't. tttetr 1•••• 

A p~laala1-wlae atat'.la~laa la .. t ava11a~1• .. 1aatl

\lae ef laad.lat'.aa. 'liNt f..,. Uffenat ••n• ef Ira•• l18q• 

'1'\ldtey ••• UIC> .. 't.erlala. the w•era1 1aa4 \lae 1a -.d.lataa 
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•• ~e •••••etl (See 1'14JJ'In a.. It)! oa~ ef 214413 aq ..... •* 
IOid.lat.aa• • 1•••• 40 per a•t 1aatl t 113'164 eq. Jaaa.) la •1d.

•• ~ •• ~~per a•t ( 91Ul'l- sct.\<-m.) 1aatl awentl 1ly fenat:. ••• 

21 per ... t:. ( .. 79<;·.t,_6 .. 5.sq,K:••l)1aatl le paa'tlln aatl ---1a••• 
Out ef QllU••~l• 1-• 113714 aq. ~ •• 10 per -i:. 1aatl llaa 

••• ~I'IN4Jht ••••r C\lliLlYaU• (U11 .. ) ••• 40 per •• -. la 

fa1leV 1•••· lrrtw•••• 1aatl ia 64:* •• ef Clle ..-..1 •1'-l•at. .. 

1••• ..... d.11 .. "'*•• , ............... 
. Kaaltiala aMi_,. 1a ••111 •1a1Y awada. All a.-.. 

•r11e&- 10 pe&- ._. ,.,.1•d.• 1a -•• 1a atrdat••• 

•-r (f....._ ••• • ...- nal'lae) ••• •lt ' -. 10 .,._. .. -. 

ef -"• a..S.V'e pepa1at1• 1a ~a-.•1'1•1 • ...__.. Tlae naiL •f 

-.~ae • .._ JllliiiMJ.•d• ia ... , .. &.a , .......... ...._ ••• ••k 
wellc. Tlae -.a1 1a-. ef -.. ....,, .. •Wy ••• •-

awrt•ltan •• ••-* .-dllw- ''" s. .... -• f.- die 

••a•1•,e •• •--* -1"1••· a.-. ef t~au. •• 1a•••• •••• 
f._ fa.-... ••• sa •••• ,._ •-* -ria•·' l'er the Jaat. 

------------------
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f• Y•n •• •-•nia11aaU• ef ••naalt.•n ia t.akiaw 

pl••• ••• ..-•1U•• t.t.e ••taat.~&11uU• 1• 1•re• ••1•• 

pal't.lcular1y b Iraalaa pert. A lMa •• atalft.lafl awn•lt:an ••• 

ld•at.l• ef t.d.lMa re.u1 t. .. la't.e a 1••• •••r aa1 dvat.t• 

iaanaa .. llty 55" fr. 1950 t:.e 1H5 1• 1'ulklata IOI.Piat:.aa
1• ••• 

....... 1••• ....... ~~ 48.5" t.e , •• ~. N811l't.l .. lat.e. 

9~*~• 1 ... ef 25."' ia t.he wresl•w 1•••· H•.,•r• *• fena• 

at.a11:.u. wltla • van•• ec•elda •41¥'•1....-t. alt.uat:.1• IMat. _,.. 

••ncult.ure ••• t.he ault.ivat.•• area .. aet:. •"• •• tiffe.,. ... 

0.'- ef t..Ul cult.lvaltle 1••• 49 per aat. 1••• la aier •lt.l• 

•• , .... wtaereaa the aurrea• fa1lew la s.3t par ..... -· 

42.16 per ••'- la fallw 1••• .... r 't.llaa *• car..--. fall•• 

oaly 3.3 per c•t. 1••• la •••r •IY 1••• fa1Wla9 •1aly 1a 

W•t. ABeltlaijaa ICi...-.altali. Al..rra-•• Arltll• O'lieJc pNViao• 

(see l'it~~n ... 3).) ••• aeut.h weat:.era pen ef a.I\Ua ..... •• 

t.he p..-.U.vit.y lwel ia aidlel' 1•• •• •• ef ... 1••• la 

....... .,.. .. ia fenilit.y" 

J .. l'l .. t..l• ...................... .,.... -· la ...... ... 

1M •••• ••• •-. ••• tlle .... ._ llty well a. 'til• fin• type 

ef il'dgat.t. la •.t.aly .la J•alaa peft •• l:lldt .. .,. ... ia 

ftlklali,. 'tile well lft'198t.l• la pnl•taa•• ._. Jaqi ....... . 

•• ef a.l'lliat.aa. «*'- ef -....1 aal-.1yat.e• ana. ••I' • .._., 
•• 1•• ia 11'1'1 .. ._. !a J•aiaa ._....._.. Sa Jaqi ._......._ 

fiYe •• • 1'1••• II••• 1Mea -·•--- , ... ._ t.lieil' utili•· 

tl• !a a.diataa ia 1•• 11Maue ef "'"' alt.lt.ute. __________ _. .... ~~-



SiaM 1 •-• erep~ adll ~ill tilae -~ iarl»fta•• 

1a t.ema ef Ut.al area eev•n••• !feVt~Yer. ••rl•lt.•n 1a _,.. 

11ve111aee• ef atr. l•atr. 7S. ef tr.he 1allaliJ1tr.aata ef tr.laa lt1adiatr.aar 

it. pm.1«1u aetr. ._ ... tr.haa 3<* ef tr.lae •-• aat.1••1 p....._ 
la t.lae ne1•• WJa•• la ""• dl1ef a-. 1a -• ef t.ba lt1a1"411aua 

area •a•pt wla•t 1a i:be pEW~eM1aaat. amp 1a tr.lae Jnql ••• 

:rnal raa~tr.aa. aenll weat.em pafta. pr.t•rlly • ._ ... •f 

atiYare aliat.a. Millet. 1a a v•I'Y ._ ... emp te nalat. _... 

•i:.nme i:,ypa ef ellat.a. :r• la eu.ltr.lvat.•• Ia t.be ael'tll••••• 

h19'- laau •f JC&al'«<laua. Then an etr.~aer ilapertaai:. •N~~~ lille 

Nrley. ern• •n-. .. lae. rica ••• t.eliJa .... et.e. (sea PII'UM 

... 31). 

Wll•t 1• tr.ha chief emp ••• 1a •=-• ..,.r -• ef 

Kal'ti.ai:.••· Til• area •f wre•••t. pa..aucU• an 1 ( 1) -• 

••• ••tr.ta-wu1r.aza bi'Ua1r.aa I.a. Al••--• Al'lltlle Al-1-alya 

••• Dhek. The pmt~u..U• ef tr.llla • .._, la 18Z .,._ .. '-•• 

..,,...._ 1a t.llia area Ia a w&.-er amp ... -lY Ia • ..,. 'b -. 

wet.t.e,r •-•· All lat......U• ef aw •-'• f._ tilae ... jalt 

•a• 1dMI .., w.rl• (lleXI• up•1•1ly) laaa ....a1-.. &a 1Mt.t.el' 

yial... (2) ........ , aa• anu ef ••••1 aa•-· pal'tll• 

ftlaJ!ly 4lat.l'iet. ef Lalce 11-'P"• Ha••• •• __ ..._.._ ft• 

t.etr.al Y1•1• ef wh•t. Ia ida1a •- 1\aa Ita• 121.000 -.... •-•11Y•' 

Aa ••••• y.l.•l• 1a t.ltla nel• la JD ....._1 p~r lleet.a-. . 

(3) fta anaa ef aeft.h•••• ICalti.at.aa w~ae,. ••• Ia ........ . 

aat.e •~W~t• • .,. _, ... _. t.e Jeri. ,.. •• Mart.ta. D.l.yaiiMitir ... · 

Vaa PIWW'l•-· 

8arley ia t.lle •--• -• ~ape.-... ••P Ia Inqi ••• 

Inalaa paft. ef ICGNS.aua 6ae t.e lt.a lteia9 •• t.eleaat. idaaa 





n. .. •• an.a.-.y ••• ae11 A11a1-.y, 1•• aff..-.. - ·-· 

1-.ael.f ••• •1•• 9NW1 .. la attert.•t. -.--. Bat ua1tke *•"• 
t.lle a.,.. wa .. r cu1 t1vat.1• baa •ec11a .. - • ._., '"' ._l'ia9 

0 

~· 1••• 10 yean. 'I'll• ai'M ua••r 1Mr1., 1a t.lle • ...., • ...u .... 
regl .. waa 313766 beet.a~ 1a 1974 w"taa •••• 169100 -... 

ef pm .. atl•• Previae• ef A9d., Hakkad. aa• Al-1-alya 

'-••• ••• lllll81ter ef area ua .. r llar1ey ealdYau ... 

Gn• 9ra• la •• 1Mpert.aat. cmp 1a "'•" Aael!lllaijaa •••. 

Jtefttllaataata pnwlac•• ""•n 13.26 ••• 12.93 per -• •- ia 

.... r c:u1UYa1:.1... ta •J"thw•'- JOII'U.a1caa ld11ftll ~ia a 

•-laaat. entp. A.,_ wa••r rd11et.a la •r• ithaa 60Jr. 1a t.tae 

previae• ef AfJI'i. Bltt.ia. Bia9e1 ••• Hakkari. Area ua•r 

dee att1Uvat.1• cemparat1Ye1y •n ia the n.t.yadtelclr. 811ft 

••• Mal'fUa previae•. Other !Mpertaat. ampa an •1••• allidc 

pea ra. Aa• pul•y411 Ia tile pnvla ... ef D'llell, A1-aal-a1ya ••• 

KeDIIIaau" pnv1•-· ......... _. daleJe ._ .. 1a 1.421', •·'"' 

••• 1.3• ~••1Y. ,...,. •lt.1Yad• 1a 1.13 la D11MII 

-• 1.2• Al-1-alyala pnvia .... · 

.,.••r••••Nialc..,. ..... _......,, ......_ _.._, --
n., • .- ........... nee an ..... itlpert.aat. ••••Ni•l ...... ... 

• 1·, ; 

dlffenat. pana ef ICIII'U.at.aa. _ _. ....., la •lt.iftt. .. 1a '*• 
plaiaa ef Lalce VIlli•" ••• plaiaa ef ........... •• t.taat. t.tae • ._.., 

ta•••l'l• an •t.a1t11att•• 1a we anaa. ,_..._ • .._.. laaa-... 

t.aJc• la ••• Aaellla1jaa, Blt.lta. HaJckal'l ••• 8&1.- p~Wla-. 

8lallflevel' 1au '-• t.ak• •• • • .._1 .... cftp -at.ly 1a ...... 

AsaiiM1jaa (2.1"')• ICIII'tta•• (1,tMC.) •• AI-Bial-aiyala (2,111). 

Appl .. an ........ ia A9d ••• v .. p..,...._,• 



A1't)aeu.- awr:tcuU•n ltaa lie• '-lt• •t .. -.y ef-. 

peep1• hen 11111:. •• t.• w--.n.PR1e1111 ...,_1•1•• ••• 1a•&•

t1••1 111R1t.at.1.••• it\ llaa awer e ... •P a aya._U• 1ia•• 

"""• it\ has •-•r ree81t\e4 i•'-• a d.81l &eet.el'. ltri.IIWiafJ ia 

a ff1•••• t.e tlte p•pl•• It\ 1\aa ••~l.a Maie pl'elt1._. 

wlliell •••• a aerleGa plaaala9 ••• IM1aa•• •••t.fiiY .,. 

aya1l-.Ue alllft.1S9 •Wriata1•n aa• at.alt111ae t:llae y1e1 .. 

fr. 1.1'riwa1:.•• ••• 1ty way ef • ._....,...eaia9 l.af•••-• 

1 

••• .,.._.1 .. la1 •••· x.,...-.. ·--· al.a•• fenl11•••• 

p•t.icl••• papal' .. J:fc.Uaw ••• preper 1D.Ix ef 11••--* •• 

ealt.i.Yat\1 .. utter 1• a 1N1aa .. • ••• •• reqaJ.DN awda1Wa1 __ ..,. 
Tlae la 1'9• ect.•t. ef _._l.a aa• • ..t-ad.t fteppt• .._ 

celd er t. .. •ry la •• pan fel' awd.ea1•• 1tu 1 .. ita '*• 
•ev•l...-1:. ef at.eck-k~ • a ._1 .. zalt1e -1•• Ia __, 

a rea a • e»aat•••Jtle •••••1 ---t. f.- wl.a••r t.e -•w 
p~~a•n ir.ake plaee. A air.eck k ..... •• •• ......... -. •PIS•••' 
e. cu1._1..,.U.. Ja -..-.-... *• 11~ -ir.dllllt.e e. a 

•1-ltle pmpeftlea 1a tile awl'leal•a1 •• ••• 

IDII'IIlllt.aa ia • 1•• ef • .._.... ---· ,_,. ••• llafla1 ... 

INPPl'fiaw lllllt. ••••~"· ·-!1 ... ..... lat.. • •• aka ... 

wtai• 1te1p la •we1....., 1•*•~" ••• WM1 •••kt.• al...,,_.. 
-fa._a. .. ef ol'*"• ••••••· .-.. %a ttft. , .. ... 

-...a.-.. •••• 1t••'-• •••• , •• 1. ·-~ 2'·''·12& ........ . 
to.u.Nt P-t-..,. Wla1CIIl w&•• _. ...... 1a aau••l ....,..•. 

w~~~-.... illl sncat -.~.._ ts.oo.ooo ....... 12.00~000 .--. ... 

-------~---------
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9 
200,000 l*&lt.J:Y were t.ltere la 1na. Ia 197a 1a t.lle .-.I"Uall 

rewl• ef 'l'llrkey til en were ?al2, :S32 all.... 41,76.011 ... -.., 

eae qaal't.er ef all \'u.:dcbll at.-*-1th .. ia91 ••• 22,401 821 ...,. 

wl'llala 1• •e-atxt.ll. Ia Iraqi IOldlat.aa 22G8H (aewa an ••

t.laln) aat 428'7 lltlffal.... If yea. flaC •t. .._lt.y ef alaeep 

aa• ., ..... 1a IOlrtiat.aa, lt. la 3500 per aq. -. 1a laa aa• 

2200 t.e 3300 la ll'&q. Ia ••• ef ••t.a t.la.y are 1100 ir.e 

3900 per • q. a. Tllere are tiffenat. ltn•• ef •"•• wltdl 

fat. t.all• aad 9Mt.a wlt.ll 1•9 llalr, aat erti.aat:y ltlaek .... la 

••t. c- 1a Tu.:dclall IOlrtiat.aa. Tile Hem•• *11• aa•" .__.,. 
an v•r:r -• uae'hl fer t.lle parpeae ef carzyi.. ...... Per 

exaapl•, lzaql 10lrtia1:.aa llu •2,287 tae•• <••-aw•tdl), 

12,336 -llu, a~at!. t.lle Whele pr:.act..t.•• 131 804 ~.,. 

•e-*"lrtl ef _.t.ry' a pn~l•). 

JOJ.rdlell life reut.u • live-a..- wealt.lt aat • ••••• 

lOin ...... ·-·-ally wlt.ll lll• ....... 1a ....... , ....... 

brtlall at.llea J.a the ... t.at.al ef •ttt.~aw awarJ.•ltan •• 

_,...., lle..... 8el•Uf1c •• .. ••t. la •t.lll ••tt..a. Lt••-

•'** ........ aUll •alir. eu .. •l'al•ltaaUeuu aa• ... ...__. 
, ..................... t.t ...................... . 

ll&aeal teput• ••• • u••m•l •91'1.ttal81 p...,._ 

an til• •ill ..... .-..-. fa-.n fer •• ..-~t~u-.-. ef 

taaat.d• ill IDirt1at.aa. AI.__ ill 1930. t&ll4a w••• ..... 
1._. te• ••••I• ..,•1•...-• • ....._. tty Milia• ...... llaall 
1a l18a •• t&lle JCaaltn. ...,.._-.. 1a '1\laltey lllflt. .._.. wae 

------.-~.,.., ... 
'• ht.J.••l C••ua ef ld.al•t.J:Y ef AWI'I.•1tan ••• .... 1 ........ l"' p. ~-. 
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•• t'e811y -••m 1a-.t1Y ef aay ld.•• • ...,.. •- ell 

e..-•1•' 1aat.a11at1•• Pmlll- areas like ICQ,_...ua -1• 
laaNJ.y taa• *• feel ef nell a --misatiea. Ia 1144.• .. .., 

3 

ef 41.263 •-paa1•' fa.-ed.• ••• wedlalaepa ...,s..••• _ .. 1' 

TUI.ic1ala laliMNr 1.,1s1a~1• •lY 242'7 wen 1a Ktal'ti.a-.a. 

repn.•U.• s.a" ef ~· ~1.10 u .. ally tdlaeae ••1111......_ 

wen alllple ea:eft. wedullaepa predlleiaw aeap. e11 ... .,..... ••• 

OYer· paat 10 y•n• majer effe~ t.e .... •t.•1r. ••• 

••• aa•• lly tile ••Yen••~ ~· f•1r.•r S.adllat.d.al •nwt.ta. La:~We 

paekawe ••1• 1avelv1aw panJ.c1pat.i• ef .... -.d.• nda •• 

USA, ussa. Pn•••• CJna~ Bd.t.aia. \lapaa. It.aly ••• ., .. ._ ere .. ., 

1a J•1•t. ••et•--~ ••-- baY• ••• a f•-. .._. It. ltu 1-

a..a ~-· 1taa1e pr1ae1p1• ~• spna• 1a ... tdal a.-tv1t.1• •• 

na•••aly w1Mly ,..a1a1• .._ ..... ._ t.lte JMtlJII1•1r.•• part.a ef ,. 

--· a.aat.l!"f ••• •• tdle •- t.S.. M ltl• .. pani•l•l' ia-.t.d• 

el••• t.e -reea ef raw -•d•l•• wlae" la.._l' ia ayaf.la11le 

••• ••1 rnaai•t.i• is ..... ata ....... .,_., wlaila1r. _.. 

• ...,, •• ,.1 •pitcal• ••• .,..,.. • •J• ........ .-.ufMI ·-
•• 1a*s1r.r1a1 aetd.Y1t.l•• ..,..... idlia .._ aet. 11n.a. all'f 

.... daaawe ia t.lae iadlla1r.r1a1 PfiD ... 1it.Y el IDlrii•t.aa• oa• 
-1• Yinalbe 1diM pea1t.i• 1a t.latt ---- ef plapi .. ap'lde 

--..1• 1........ 1*11' ......... l1aka·-· ......... --- ••• 
pe11Ueal fa.-ea ._peu1llle fel' • PNI' 1atut.dal ••-=- ·••• 
._el•JII•t.. ften ••• •• a •tawl• 1111-.n a&lway 

-•• 1a Iaaai Klll'ti.s1r.U • ...., .-. ..... ,. a11way •-eet.taw 
T•lkey ••• Ina. •- aa111ds t.e ••-. 

----~-~~~~-----~~--
10. 
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Tile IMia la4aat.ri• la Xaai ICGI'ti.at.aa aa .... • 

••n•laan pl*hl«rU Rdl •• ••••r ia-.t.rl•• T1ae ...... ...,. .. 

npr ia6aat.l!'f •t.altliall .. at Rasatyall la 1MO ••• 100 t.eaa 

.. Uy •pael.ty ef nv IMt.ed.al. 11 Aa.-er at Racpa•ela ••• •• 

_.._ at. NalaaJM• ea-.ltlia11•• la P•rtll .. u .. al Dwela,._., 

Plaa ef I aa. 12 Ia dae Ke~~~aaalaala P'*'laee t.llne •••• 

nflaeri• - ~· at:. Blaaaa <••r KemaM1aall) ••• •• at. H._.taa 

<••r ....... ) ••• •- •t.altliall•• vida a 1000 t.eaa .. u.,. 
•paeit.y •f av aMt.ed.al. eat.altliall .. ta 1961 ••• 1M4 

reapectivel.y. 13 Tllen ia •• at~pr faftel"f •••lape«< ia bJIQA 

•r Iraqi JCUrilaua ...... Ke~~~aaalaala ia aa Ulpe ..... t. ._ ... 

f•r a Yad.et.y •f f-.4 p..._.,.., .. ._._.,.. t'ella_. p--••ia9 
l••••rr la at. aiuta. prtaad.ly 1teca••• •f 10 ..,. ... _.. •lt.l""-.. 

a.:. af dae previae• 1a ...... te1Meee erep1' ••• l"- alae .,..,. ,.. 

IHt.erial f..- ••dry previa ... Mlaly fM *•• 

- •J•I' petrel- nfiaery vaa •ualiala .. at. Ki.at.Jc 

... -· ....... , ••• lllll't& p .... tae.. ..... Klalblk all 

Mfla•I!Y 1taa -. K1*-k ell llel• far lt.a aw •t.•dal ... 

ea-. nftae17 1au Ganaa ••• -· •• all fleltla. Ke-••11 
al .. laaa •• all nf1••!Y wlalata •lleata all 1.- •• ., a-. 
•• Qaaaer am. 

----~---~---~----
11 181 Mat•• 1111~, , ...... ,. .. 301. 

12 -taylar. "'•• (etl). 1M I&Ml• 1_. (..,lltea Allltn. 1972) 
•• 301. 

11. 1111 1111118• •• 10~ 

t•. IM,M•I Yea: .,. •' m11sa 1111 ,,.. ... 1•1,. 
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A •--- plaat.. a~ sar: Claar: 1a Al~-a.t.ya p..,..t.aee waa 

•t.alltliat.• 1a 1958. 11 It.. Wftll .,..., •t.er.lal (11118 •'--) 

fer 8111•'!18•1• the plaat. ltaa •• pm••t.aw JSO --.de .._ .. 

ef ·--~ a .. y. 
11 

Cll..S.oal 1a-.'t.r:y i.e •'t.atdialt .. •• .. ..._ 

••• ••fer..-. met.al plaa~ ••r n.t.yadM'Ic.t.r. wllar:e -~ •• 

._lan f ..... 

5 

Then are .... ••11 1a6aa•d• l.t.Jc• •rpet:. la .. nd• 

eat.allt11alt .. ·~ -•• (Saua .. j) ••• H••••• Tl\e tt•vy • ..,... 

.t.a w•l an aaaeoia't.a• Wlt.lt t.ll•• anaa. Y- ata.t.1•..-

uv.t.ae ·-11 f.t.•••n • .... •ft• .apleye• ••• t.ll• fta.t.-.. 

pr:"'tWau ltave a werl,f-wl .. aal•• elliefly .t.a t.ll• u.a.A •• Caaafll. 

Gelllllay ••• Pr:a•••· 

....... s. ........... 11 ·-· ••• llitlltly ..... ..... 

.._ .. plly ...., •• _. ... .,..,. .-tad• u ._._. wlt.t.ela. la 

•• ltaa •••• .. 1rll• llaale !after la .t.u •we1-•••• .. ....._ .. 
ua a 't'tll'f ••Jc e1 r••l•t.lall •-•* •• u 1•• • ..,._.,,_ 
,., • .,_ 11'b1a ana fer 1-. ..,el• .. •t. 11r •• •1rllerltJ.•• 

..... __.._. ••.r 1 a1•t.l• ...... an ••n• .. ._. .. aet. •••• 

•• ,...,... af lJ,alclq 1rlle •-• Jltlt.. t.1My •• _ _..ly u • ...., 

idle •laa1'81a ••• aw •ur.t.a1e. 'l'll"'f • ..- nppeft ar •••• 

t111e ••• af •• .-.1• ••• their._.., ... ••t.l--• ... 
an ... -. • •••• •• -...elt.at.iea fer •• ..._._ ... ef 1rlle 

•••r araaa. lleet. ef 11M •- ef IAidiaua Sa .. r:y far 1 .. 

aUway .. ._. 

------------------
11. na.t.•. 
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17 

A railway liae ttas intr.d.u.aed ia Kurc:liet.aa aefera 1914 

(reute frem Mediteri'aaeaa te Mesul) enly te extract the eil 

frem Mosul. Ia 'l'u~ish Kudist.aa most of the roilwaya waa 

ltuilt after 1940. Frem Elaziag te Sizre e•aeetecl via D1yarllalcir 

a•• Siirt. haa innease impe.rt.aace fer carrylag mlaemla aa• 

petrelewn. Aaether rail route ceastructad fmm Elasig te Tateaa 

after 1960 aau a strateqic Nilwny rwto caaeet.ed Vaa oad 

Ta1ar1z. Ia Iraqi Kurd.ist.ea a metre guage railway vas 11uilt. 

frem Baghdad te April via Kirlcuk ia 1949 with a leragtb ef 286 

Kms. 18 Mest ef the roil 11aes a res peripheral in 1Gcnt1ea aad 

thus 1 ee:ves the bea rt of KuriJ.staa uatoucbed a a a. uao arve•. 

Rug 1a K\lrdistaa are only 11akagas thntUgh remet.e 

areca. though serrie of the r.ado are clesed ...,. ia the w later 

ea«i raiay days. Ia the last 15 years eeDsi.tera'ble ebaa4.1ea 

bave taka place ia Iraqi Kurdistaa 1a cHaeetiag impeEtaat. 

caatres lty all-weather n.ada. In traq matinal rea_cl Ne. 2 fr:.m 

Bagbdad te Zakhe via Kixkuk. Amil nail Mesul has aeea eeaatructe• 

nad is used 1a all woathera. 
19 

Aaether r.ncl N•• 6 fr.m Baghda• 

te sulamaaiyah. Kirkuk aatl. SUlemaaiyab alse is c .. aectet -.,. 

all weather rea•. 
A st.tataqic: rea4 geas fnm Amll to Mabaltad ia Ira• t'hreugh 

RlfWaadu2 pass a ad o.met.her zakhu to s11 rt. and fu rtber gees -t• 

---
17. 

lB. 

19. 

0.1asy J.c •• Tu:dcey (Lend••• 1971). p. 57. 

Celleetect fmm Aa!ual Altst.rasi ef .ststistiS! ( 1976 
(Rapu-lic ef Iraq. Miaistry • Planaiaq. Baqh4ad. 19?6)• 
p. 449. 

Iraq T•uriat Map. Cftl!lpiled nad dratm 1ty neri 1\.K. 
issu~• »y tha SUmmar Reserts aad 'l'eurism lulmiaistratiea 
tsealea 1t1S.oo.ooo>. 
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Diyn meld.r hao nucb 1mpertaace. The r.a.ds 1a N•rth west era 

Kurdistaa are all weather x. ds. eltheugh ma1atenaace 1s Yery 

high duo to snewfnll. particularly Elazinq to Mar<lia vin 

Diya.dtekir aa.d D1yatllek1r to Bitlis via Siirt which is maialy 

for the use ef carrying iadustrial qeeds eac! minerals frem 

Bitlis aad Baanaa. In Iraa. the read aleng with railway r.ute 

from Tailliz to VaD h:l o strategic 1mpertaaco. same route gees 

upte th.miah. In s.utb West Aaadtaijoa aud t<'urdistaa 

previace de not have all weather s:eacl axcopt. Saatlandaj te 

Ket:maaahah in the seutb-ea.stem araa. Kirmaaabab cnaect.ed te 

sbahlaad aad Ramadan fer miaer:al p.arpese. Ia remete oad mewa

taiaeua area. doalceys end heroes have lleea very rrucb lD use. 

Pf!blema and Pess1Jpi\it1es _J. 

Kuni1staa has immeaso pr.'blems of 11akaqea. wbieb 

prebably are tho maia barrier ia ito develepDent. Tha climate is 1 

ealy uasultallle for aqr1eulture aad man. but also fer ea rryiag 

t.ha necessal'Y' g .. as. A vast are&~ of Ixaaia.D t<urcU.ateD aad 

Hakko.rl meuat.aiaeus areas ore far frem railway NUt.es a•• ia 

those areas mads are alae net worlca'ble ia all wea~bsrs. 

nJe to p:ntltlems ef liakaqoa. iadustrien aro ••t mueh d.evelcpod. 

Mereevor KUrdlstaa beeame just a celeay ef tho •cweleped 

coatres ef ether partS ef tl\(! regioa. 

Because of harsh weathor it is aet possilde to take 

crepa threugheut the year. If a amp is cultivated o little 

-it late it ouffers fx.m iaseets. pests aad 4ryaGss. Because 

ef extreme type of climate, the hiqh..yieldiaq variety ef wheat 

«:UltlvatiOD scheme has foiled ia Turkish KUrdistaD. S•il 

eresioa 1& a serious threat aad ca.usos o recluetioa ia cultivate() 
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area whiCh ulttmat~ly affects the yield and pr.duetiea eest. 

Besides these geegraphic issuos, aad preltlems• the aevere haa41-

caps are pesed lDecau.se ef its pe11t1cal · s1tuet1ea whicb has 

acwer alliiWad any effert. fer its secie-cac•emJ.e d.evalopr:naat. 

It has plenty of meurea 'base for ito cltWelepmc.uat. 

'l'be nertb veatcu:a.· ama of Ia.trdistaa has very faveuroble 

cnc.Utieas for davolopmaat. ef the basic industries. At 

DiyaJ:ttokir ·area chromo is feaad ill· alluadaace os well as cepper 

in tho aerth aad fuel fmm Datmaa gas and •11 fiold, water 

fzem Tigris era sufficieat to ialtinte o be.lnacad ladustrial 

develepmoat. 'l'bo same ceDditiea is .a-vailable at Kerneaehah 

where peta:eleum. sugar aad feed preceseiao 1adustr1es are 

denrelep1Dg. 

Hydreelectric pmject.s eacl water stera.ges can lte lJullt. 

on .sav'eral r1Yers. A great hyd~~lectr1c pr.ject aad w~ter 

sterage is wilt at Dokan 1a Iraq, which bas givca a great 

lteeat to the ee•OJirr of that area. Al .railway line can 'he l'Rillt. 

la Iraaiaa Kuriistan thnugh Kerdistaa pnwiace which may p~ah 

up craft iat!ust.ries and lad&lstries ltased n 11-vestec:lc q .. ds 

ead agricultural prec2uets. A pelicy of Ixoqi geveranu.mt te 

ceauect imT»rtaat eeatres has helped ia ctevelo!)iag that a rea 

ia the last 15 yearn. Similar ()fforts may generote develop• 

meat. for the ltatte:r:ment ef th~ regt-. 

'l'eurism needs to be eneeuraged llut becnuae of difficult 

political sltuatiea tha ebaaees ars net fclr coastllnt ead tqo 

loaq drawa 'J)elltieal turmeil aad war like situatiea in mjer 

parts of I<urEiiat:aa has severely affa~ed tbG secio-c!Cnomic 



df!Welopmeat ef the area. A serieus effert lo aeeded te 

stream line such a sit.uatioa ethexw1ae •• dervelep!lea~ 

plaa Wlll succeed aac! it weulcl rema1D n lJacJcwater lteyeacl 

aay s1qaa ef development. 
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CHAPl'SR V1 

.REGIOIIAL AND Xl(JrE RNA'l'JORAL FORCES 

AND QUE STIQlf O:P AtrrOltOMr 



®PTE~.. ,VI 

The eatiom states of the Middle Eawt wero meat:ly set 

up lly British uad Preach imperialist J*'IGrB te oexve tboir 

ewa eatls aad la ac:ctu:daaae with 'tbelr own immediate aee:ts. 

ADd precisely eo tllis nccou.Dt. lf Aaglo-French imperialism 

bad. required aa ladepeaclat KUrcU.stea tboy weuld have set 
1 

ene up. 

Kurds have an uaique character aad the small qr:wups 

ef Kurdish aeuld maiataia seme cert ef aut•emy tbr.ugbeut 

the histery. 1a both Ot~a nad Persian Kingdem fer the 

first quarter •f the 20th century. At that tirne I<Urdo were 

aloe awara of their 1•dcape1ldanee but they were aot uatted. 

There is •• ••• opiaiea en the nature of demand ef autouomy 

ef ICurdistaa ameag tho Kurds th .. ~elves. at.least aot befere 

the quest1ea arese at the lnte:matienal l8'1Tel la 1920. 2 

After the defeat of Ottamaas. the qttoctien of 1adepoa1eace 

9u 

ef Ku.riiat.aa gave n rise to stexmy dellates nmemg Kurda 

aeseciatiea. That resulted late aplit ~~eea the medical, 

yeuaq-milltaats. whe suggested the idea of a tetclly iadepea

cloat. JCurdiataa. aad the aetablen likes Sheikh All&ll Oadyr. 

Preoldeat. ef Jaetb the aaoeciatiea aad tbe Ot.temaa state Ceuacil• 

-~--,.·.-,-----~-_. .. _ 
1. Chaliaad a. P13ople witbeut a Country. t<Urde oad 

Kurdistaa (L0n1••• 1980)• pp. 39-40• 

2. I1Did. 46. 



defended the ideo of autonomy within an Ottoman fr.amet-JOrk. 3 aut 

later on, the TUrkieh ruler MUstapha Kamal ctushed the l<urdish 

movement, and this affected which part ~aD isolated f:r:om the 

rest of KUX'distan. in Marcn. 1921. 

JUst after the First world tiar, the Treaty at sevres 

took place on 10 AU~st- 1920 for a political resettlement of 

the ASia. t11nor. 4 t<urds got recognition in that Treaty but eoon 

after the hopes were again short lived with an enactment of a 

now treaty- in 1923, the Treaty of Lausanne. A.S a result of the 

new treaty KUni1stan was divided between TUrkey, Iran, Iraq, 

syria and the u .s.s.R. In eurkey and Iran,. where the majos:it.y 

of the Kurds lived6 • severe measures ~ere adopted by tho central 

governments to suppress Kurdish nationalism. The problem of 

oppressed minorJ.tJ.es, ethnic, or linqUistic or religious 

mJ.noritie$ are demanding tho right to be governed by themselves. 

'rhey insisted on reminding that they form a majority 1n their 
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- O\ffl territories OX' when they are scattered over a Wider area 

demand the right to prenerve their own identity8 
and in principle 

--------------------------3. In this quest for KUrdish interlocutors, sir vorry later 
ar1 tish tligh Commissioner in zraq, went to r4arseJ.lle in JUly, 
1918 to meet General Sherit Pasha, tho future head of the 
l<urdish delegation at th.o Peace conferonce, in crdcr to discuss 
the creation of an autonort1)us or independent l<urdistan in 
Chalind a. n.1p.41. 

4. East NaGOrdon., spere o.u.K., (ed). '!'he changing map of ASiaa 
A POlitical GeOgraphy (aungay, 1971),Fifth odn., p.sa. 

s. EdmOnda c.J., •tt<urdish Nationalism"• JOu.mal of c.;ontcnpusasy 
nietos:y, vo1.6, r~. 1 (1971). 

7. Ideas expressed i.n •LOs Kurds et i.e. peuples mi.n0r1t1es. i.e. 
t!londe, 17 r~arcb 1976, in chalind o. People without a country. 

e. he in tho Unite<l Nations Charter, Articles 1 and 55, the right 
to self determination is recogniood by the u.u. General 
Aoscmbly•s Resolution 2625/xxv. 24 october, 1970. 



the self-detexmination right J.s guaranteed by international law. 

'l'he question of J<urds autonomy came up because in their own 

state they were suffering ao they were denied of even cultural 

rights. J<Urds ·are in minorities in traq. Iran and TUrkey • The 

majority group•s nationaliom and impulse to centralise and 

power resulted more or less every l'Ihere in several forms of 

oppression of minority groups and the oppression of KUrds 

community has been going on in TUrkey, .Iran and also in Iraq. 

The Kurds , are culturally o~ressed a.nd aepri ved of their 

rights to use own language in schOOls. in publication and in 

dealings With the administration. In TUrkey and Iran. the 

language of Kurds is almost banned. There is not a single school 

l'lbere teaching is carried out in Kurdish language e •9 • Kurdish 
9 

has been banned since 1925 in TUrkey • The publication of books 

and magazines in KUrdish is still illegal. In Iran, after the 

collapse of independent Mahabad Kingdom in 1945-46, KUrdish has 

been banned for the last 37 years~0 In the retum the Kurds of 

tran have draw upon the publications of the Kurds of Irq 

Where the Kurdish language and literature have pmgresaod 

enormously since the 14th of July Revolution of 1958 • MOreover. 

in TUrkey, the woro Kurd has been removed fxcm all official 

reau:as and they designated them as a • Nountain TUrks • • 

--------------·-
9. 'KUrdish Nationalism•" Edmond c:..J .. Journal of contemparary 

llistoey, VOl. 6~ NO. 1 (Jan. 1971), P• 88. 

10. uince 1970 a few books and p~hlets on the most burning 
political issues of the day have been clandestinely published 
in Kurdish. HOwever, the distribution of the Kurtlish texts 
immediately runds foul at tho Iranian reg~•s repressive 
policioe. savalt (the secret police) has tortured and imprisoned 

.several people merely for being in possession of Kurdish 
publication. Ghassemton A.R., KUrdistan and the t<uros, 
(Prague, 1965). P• 41. 



Along with the cultural oppression. the economic 

oppression has accomp,ani.ed. The respective governments. of 

Kurds in Iran. Iraq and TUrkey have a systematic bias against 

the interests Of the KUrdS• The development Of KU.Xtlistan 

area is far behind . than the countxy• s development..11 The 

J<.urc'lish agriculture have hardly changed since the Middle 

Ages. For example. in TUrkish Ku~atan uses 30';~ of TUrkey•s 

carts arc in use as opposed to only 3% at the country•s 

agricultural muchinery.12 In Iran, the massive industrial• 

isation which has taken place in many parts has hardly touched 

Ku~istan and while in Iraq, tne massive oil revenue frcm 

Kirkuk has not been spent on KUJxl!.stan • o area development. 

Tbo physical and emotional oppxession has been earriod 

out on large scale in all three countrJ,os, In the post

independent period through the massive transfer of population 

by e1 ther iJUPlanting majority group in Kurdish axe a OJ:' deporting 

J<urdish population outside tho l<ul:d.ish tenitoey. For example 

a large mJ.li tary population deported in TUrltisb I<Urdistan on 

the pretext of military a:ule.13 .. _ In lroqi J<urdis~ a 

systematic population transfer carried out to elim1nato Kirkuk 

oil field from the ~rdish autono.m,r aroa. A massive population ......... _ .. __________ _ 

11. aorthwiclt a.M. comparative POlitics of the r~ddle 
East a An intJ:Oduction (t~ Delhi. Prcnti.Co•hall 
of India PVt. Ltd.) P. 234 

12. Ghaliaod a.. n. 1, P• 51 

13. "J<\u:ds And Their uuestion", Garrod o. JOurnal 
of Royal central Asian ~cioty . (Ja."l. 1946), vol.X>OUli 
P• 32. 
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of l<Urds oi ther deported to southern desert. or in suncmaniya 

province alongwith deposi.tiOn of Arabic populat.ion 1n t<irkuk and 

Mosul area. The genocide of the t<uJ:ds, the att.ezr~Pt to eliminate 

the minority community as a whole. is quite in vogue. There is 

no ra.tional representation of Kurdish comrmm.ity 1n the government 

bodies and government services as well as in administration • ••• 

••••••• etc. 
14 

The diversitY of the problem implies that the solutions 

must also be Wide :.:·anging 1~e· from independence or autonomy 

to simple preservation of the m1nor1 ty • s identity. J<uJ:da have 

been fighting back tho central governments for a long ttmo. 

In TUrkey~ the military rule has imposed strict vigilance on 

Kurdish area till rec:ently. 15 There .is no question of giving 

autonomy or freedom to kw:ds • EVen the area of JCux:dietan is 

prohibited for tourists till recently.16 In :cran a massive 

repression was carried out in the shalle' s regime when _ ,·-: 

this authority began to crumble in 1978 the 1<urds were among 

tho first to engage in axme4 atruggl.o against tho central power •17 

· ·In the past Whenever rran experienced ~eul~ go•1ernment for 

whatever reasons, the Kurds predictably stood up in arms to 

gain. J<home:t.ni called in army to crush the rebellion, but the 

army was not yet in a condition t:o ;:. _ zr· -. . 

---------------14. Internationdl Harald Tribune {Paris) 16th Juno. 1980. 

15. Edmond c.J •• n• 9 P• 91. 

16. Ibid• 

17 • sim (Richacd), nJ<urxiistan 1 The seqrcb for Recognition", 
conflict studies, No. 124(~~~er, 1980) 1 P• s. 
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f1ght. 18 other Iranian left organisations assisted the 

insurgents. khomeini realised the danger from the a~ leftists. 

Therefore he despatched a man with close left Wing connections, 

AYatollah Mohumoud Taleghani to sanandaj as the bead of a 

government delegation • 

case o.f TU;rk3%• 

The Treaty of x..ausanne 24th JUly, 1923 gave international 

recognition to the 'l'Urkish state and ended up into four p&rts 

and. it served as a humiliation to the TUrkish people and deeply 

unjust to the J<urdish people. Lausanne in contrast, was 

undeniably a victory for the TUrks and the Kurds entered a new 

phase of sorvi tude. Article 9 of the abovo mentioned treaty had 

already given over the KUrdish territories of D18$lireh and 

I<.Urel JJUgh (south Alexandrette) to tho I-'rench mandated torritoxy 

of syria. After a Treaty of Lausanne, on 3 Harch. 1924, the 

caltplate was abOlished, a decree banned all ~~ish SChools, 

associations. pUblications. religious fraternities and modresoo 

and the break among Kamalism and the Kur<lo beCame absolute. 

Fn'>m 1925 to 1939, the Turkish military forces in J<uz:distan 

provoked constant revolts and present uprisings. tn 1925 

there was the major revolt led by Sheikh Said. 

----------------18. on 18 March 1979. after a series .of cloohos, Posh Mergas 
attempted to take the city, the capital o£ KUxdiotan. Other 
:tranian leftiot organisations, notably the Fedayeen actively 
assio.ted the insurgents. some 200 died .i.n tho fi.ghting,which 
confessed to new GOvernment that 1 t wac in dango&' not only of 
losing it.s grip on t:ho country but also of creating against 
itself a large ar,med left wing movement a possibili~y fought 
with danger, granted the long frontier with Afghanistan end 
the u.s.s.R •• ibid. 



The revolt of 1925's was principally religious in 

character •19 The KUrdish movement in TUrkey thenceforth 

became more nationalistic linking up with Kurds elsewh~re. One 

of the more notable nationalist pol1 tical groups was one call~ 

the .. Association of the frien4s of the Kurds", Which had branches 

in Baghdad, Hatep and Dimensions. 1925·' s insurrection had been 

a veritable tidal wave. :tt enjoyed mass popular support as 

TUrkish observers noted at that time. 'l'he repression 

which follos was. therefore, all the more terrible and bloody. 

on 4 September, 1925, Sheikh Said and 52 of his followers wore 

hung in oiyarbeldr. 20 Thousands of anonymous peasants were 

massacred to make sure the lesson stayed leamt. HUndreds of 

villagers were burnt to t.he ground. In the Autumn four hundred 

t<unlish patriots were hung 1n l<hapur • a hundrQ<i in Hinis etc. 21 

t-»unt Ararmt Revolt 1 Following the defeat of the 

1925 insurrection, the chieftains such as Yade of Palu or 

Aliya Unis of scessoum took on the task of defending the 

civilian population against the repression carried out by the 

J<amalJ.st troops. TUrkish Government decided to depart l<Un'lish 

population. DUring the period from 1925 to 1920 almost a million 

people wore deportea.22 Ten thousands died on the way~ for 

-----------·-19. Sim (R1chaxd), n. ?. p.17. 
20. Uoyd \"J., F~u.n(lation Of 'rUrkish Nationalism, 

(LOndon 1950) P• · 47. 

21. Ibid.p. 49. 

22. Gbasoemlon A.a., n.lO a P• 36. 
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lack of food anti oupplies and huge distances theY were forced 

t.o cxoss in the middle of the harsh. winteJ:'. Because of . J(,tu:dish 

arm struggle they got too much suppressed by the Centrnl · ,. 

authority. And the deportation of RUrdtsh population disturbed 

the Kunls• physical unity and that resulted 1n diminishing 

Kurdish arm .. 

The next rebelion was not long delay.eci. TUrkish efforts 

to establish rooads and gendarmerie poets in Kur.diah districts 

soon run~ into opposition. MOst notablY in i937 a serious 

but shorb-lined zovol t broke out in 'the ocrsim district. 

Kurdish nationalism sever fully recovereCl fxom the horrendus 

repression which followed in which, tons of thousands of Kurds 

wore killed. Collective suicides occurred and th.ere were mass 

deportations. A stage of siege first introduced in 1936 lasted 

until 1950 while. the area remained closod to foreigners until 

as lat.e as 1965.23 It was the time of that insurrection that 

the very use of Kuz:dish language was banned and the absus:d 

enphenism "MOuntain TUrks" int~uced. 

E'ollo,~ing tha second l'iOrld Liar TUrkey suffered by famine, 

and economic difficulties. 24 ~ Which forced the Government to 

liberalize a regime a little. In 1940 several political parties 

woxe created suc:h as p.r:ogroaaive parties \lhicb criticised the 

government ver;y ser1ounly. That rcaul ted into 1 ts being banned • 

-------------·---
28. .Ibid. P• 42. 

24. BOrthwick a.M-. comparative Politics of the n1Cldlo 
.sast a An .Inttoduction (Uew Delhi a J?rentice -
Hall of India Private Ltd.-. 1980) P• 224. 
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In 1950 the free general elections in TUrkish histor,v took 

place. The people (most of Kurds) supported :oemocratic Party 

of TUrkey. not because for giving popular support. but as 4 

reaction against the Kamalist regime of terror. BeCause of 

defections the police ana militaey repression elide down 

considerablY• Kurds and TUrks became voters. 

tn 1955 the cenual regime signed. the anti--communist 

and anti•KUrdish Baghdad Pact with Iraq, Iran and Pakistan. 25 

There was no serious ar.m uprising in that per~. ·OA 27th 

JUly, 1960, the military :.·-· coup d'etat was the revenge 

tar..on bY Knmaliat military. The military co~ d etat was 

followed by a new more li])eral constitution. &:>me articles 

. on J<Urdiatan and Kurds were devoted. Which included freedom 

of thought and of the press. A bilingual journal of Kuxd.ish 

and TUrkish was published but .soon after it was banned. 

In 1961 to 1910• the democratic and socialist movement 

grew up because of the national consciousness and national 

liberation movements throughout the \iOrld. un1versitiea and 

schOOls becamw major sour.ce pcoducing revolutions. ay 1968 

there '"&~differences emerge4 betWeen Parliament-arista anCl 

Leniniats. l{Urdish m111 t.ants organised mass meetings in 

' Kurdish major tcntns, p~pagating against unjust operation, 

and demanding that tho l<Uxdisb people be allowed to exercise 

their danocratic rights. .tn 1969, the OX'Qanisation of 

~----------------
25. l(.eesing's con~rary Archives a lieekly .oio.ry at 

t~rld Events' (LOndon. Keesing•s PUblication Ltd.) 
vol. NO. x, 1955-56• P• 14565. 



Revolutieaa. ry CUltural ccmtre which playe4 impertaat rele 

ia the KUrdish Nntiennl Mevement. Their momaers were either 

m~ers· !f T.t ... P. or vary elese to it. The left parties hat 

moaaged to regrouped ia 1979 aad ceuld PlDllsbed 1tlllagua.l 

meatbly •omuElu!s Yelx' (The Road to Freedem). Meftver. la 

March 1976 aaether meathly review Rizqari (Llaeratioa) was 

1seued. But due ,'f"a_h's~nti-Kemalist c rt.iele it wea De.a••• 

ltofere ltD secead issue was 'brau.ght •ut. 26 

D.lr1ng last tweJtty years comsideraltlo ebaagea eccure4 

ia trad1t1eaal stmctures. Feudoliom bas ~reltoa a., •• aematiam 

hns disappeare.. Teltacce CJ:niWer ao4 peosoat end werkers ia 

bGhUJtries came inte eoatact t-Ilth the urbilaioed pepulatiea 

and cities. Tha unemplGY'ft'leDt pr.ltlem 1nere:lrHt4 1• geaeral 

aad particularly ia petty 8eurgeeis1e class theae get ~eatiea 

ia seheel• «u:ul uaiversities. Thane petty 1Nurgee1s1e aad. 

la1Murera are the meat dyaamie aacl respensive secter ef 

the Kurdish aeaiety. 

Fer leaq time Ku.r4s aatieanlism led lty tr~ul1t1eaal 

chieft.aias. But te-.iay the mevemeat l'imialy led 't.y these urllaa 

aad rural Petty ~rgeeises. ~rilsb fuedalist •• ltec:ame 

aa 1•t.exmeti.ary fer TUrkish eelaialism te the system. The 

Kurtisb alites bavo aew cliacevereci that. although arme• 

iacurrect.iea remaiaa the higbest stage ef th!! e.af liet with 

tbe 9aaeral autherlties. b41Wovar. it 1& ••t e11ly the pe•siltle 

ferm ef stiUCJqla. Th8y aupt~d peaceful mea• fer strugqle. 

- - ~ ~ - ~ - - - -- - ~ ~ -
26. Times (L .. ~••>• 10 Deeemaor. 1976. 
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ia 
Tbia~pessible ~ecausa of develepmeat of demecret1c 

mevemeat ia TUrkey. 

gaae ef tpa 

After Firat World war the •lmk• mevemer.at atorte4 

ia Iraaiaa Kuriiat.aa betWeen 1920 aad 1925. Chief ef the 

Shllcak trtlte. Ismail Agba maaaoed u bol<l the eatlre ftllioa 

west of lake UJ:mlah and qaYe a call fer the laclepeDdnace 

of all Kuriistnn. Ia 1925 Rnsa Shah came to ~er aad he was 

called • Ismail te aeqetlate ot Ulhau. \orbere Ismail was 

aosaselaat.ed. 

rurtag sC3eead warld war. the Cat.ral eut'herity lteeame 

weak oad pelitical vacurn was creatad which waa faveur:altls t.e 

Kurdish ra'bela. tbey femsd Kurdish demecrotic party ef tz:oa 

oad with the help ef USSR. they femaed aa iadepeadaet 

ICurcU.staa at ttlhalta• •• 22ad Jaauary. 1946.27 
But late 111 

the eame year Ru.sataa treepa left traa aad !O.&nU.sh Rep~ltlic 

vaa evertlu:wwa 8y the Shah's ar:my ft 16th Decemltor. 19•6• 

Kurdish leaur acapeel te the ussR ersd several IO.trti.•la 

aaldiers were repressM aad lclll••· 

011 9th Fc11J:Ua r:y • 1949 tb.e1'13 waa aa attempt •• the 

Shah's life and the GeYemmeat t.ak advaataoe of tbia 

situotiea te cru.sh th"! dameeret.ic m•vemtmt threu.qb •ut Iraa. 

la the electiea ef 1952 a KOP candidate received ~etwea. 90 

aad 90% ef vetes 1D Mabo1N.d ead ourreuatU.ag area. As a 

....... ----~~ ... -----..---
27. Keaclal• The Kurds uadar the Otteman smpire. ia 

Chaliaad ••1• Pe44. 
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nsult the aloctiam was declared aull aad v.14 aad tbe 

gwemmeat appeiat.-4 a religious f1qure aa the Deputy at 

Mahallaul. 28 oa 23 Pa.ruary 1955. Iraa, tra.q. Tudcey aad 

Pak1staa siqaed tba Baghdacl Pact which was d1rectacl agaiftltt 

tbe Ku r41sh mevemeat. 

Seea after aa iasurrect.ioa luake eut J.a Iraa ta 

SeptemBer 1961• tba IE&Di Kurds supperte4 aad eealated the 

1req1 rellela Sha~ dir:t'ctly helped to wealcea tbe Baghdad 

Geveromeat.. Me.re.ver be iocreaaed aiel te autralise 

Ku rdioh mevernent ia 1 rea. This .resulted J.ata n fameua 

pnpagaa<la that is lxan• s KUrdish mevement activities ere 

weak and Barzaai cellaMrat.ed with the I:raaiaa autberity 

that affected Kurcliab Mevemeat. The represeatatives af KDP 

eeatiaued t• give auppert. whifta ia March. 1975 ba wn a faveur

allle. settlement ef the Shatt...al-Ara)J a.raer dispite with 

Iraq. It was harsh aad thw.aaads of Ku~s fle4 to Iraa. 

Wbea Dbab•s outberity \t«Jo.D te axumltle ia 1978 the Iraqi 

KUru wore omeag tho first t• magoqe ia a:z:med struggle 

aqo1ast the Ceatrol ~er. A claa•eotiae ceafereaee wa• 

held ns early as Sept.emltar, 1973. which tlrawa up a atlW' party 

pmgramme oav1aaq1ng a.tmed stsuggl& ae the ealy way te 

acbiev'e autaemy. But. ambtgueu.ely, they speke meetly .. an 

Ia mid 1978• ~r. A~dGl Rabmea Ghass~ -eca~ the 

president at Kl8l wbe •a• maEX1st-lea1a1st 14aeleqy. \1h11a 

takiag aclvaataqe cf the wealaaess of central eutherity Kurdish 

'Pfsb Megaa•
29 

attacked the ar:mles and the pelice'' peste ia 
- (. 

28. Ghassemleu A.R •• a. 10. P. 57. 

29. Kurdish for Partisaa (literal ml!}{lrdng"foctnq <Ieath"). 



Kurdlstaa aad teek ceatrel ever Mabalto.<i. Xmataa Prims 

Miaister Bazarqaa called ea Kurdish leaders te aegetiato 

w!tb aut.berity. The KDPI called pultlic ti•fere~~ce ia which 

they reaffirmed demaads that KUrdish lut ma4e aa eff1c1al 

laaguaqe and that a parltameat me eataalished 1a KU~ab 

areas mereever at tho first time I<ur4s themselves clefialaiag 

KUrtUsb areas .-;a the ltaais ef h1ster1cal aad geagraphical 

Iadeed lt was t.me that Kudo ea the Iraqi s1ie at 

the frttatier ware taldag aa active iat.e.r:est 1a Irnaiaa 

4evele"n!:Od'a-:; · ciad semo hod erwssed ever. Khemeiai accused tbe • 
./-----
ICu.rU at plet.t1nq agntast the Islamic revolutiea aa• aa a 

respease to it. Kheme1a1 called ea the atmy te crush the 

reltelliea 8ut a~ was act yet ia a c .. ditiea to fight. 

Mereever Salas"""'t Jaff. a majer Kurdish lender ea• huaaaD• 

. ef the dougbtar sf oaa1 Mebanaed. l~eaexy presicllat ef the 

Maba~d Repultlie aaid that Khemelai d14 n ltluader ia deolia~ 

w1 tb tho ~riish preltlem. 

s.me 200 ..U.ecl 1a fight.iaq. which e•• iaesfi the aut.berity 

that 1 t is claagereua to lese grip •• KUrds aad aategu1z1ag 

leftist. Se Kb.melai 4espatcbe4 syatellab Talsghaai• whe 

graated limited aut•emy te IO.lr::la~· Aa a result ef t'h1a 

nQrsemeat JCurdisb language iatreducec! la Kurdish areas ef 

Iraa, Ia.tris were te ma the lecal admlalstratiea am• Dr. 

Ghaaaemlw weultl participate ia new eeaat.1 tutiea cemmi tt.ee. 
________ _. ___ ._._ ... __ .. _ 



But tbe aear cellapse •f Teheraa•s autberity and peab mema1 

activity ia K\lrtistaa caused fer w1tbclrawal of Dr. B1usa.rga•• • 

phllliaes aad he aaaouaced that ia future autoaemy coacessiea 

weulcl aet be aeqet!St.ed. Further t<Urcls lteyeetteel Kbemeiai• a 

refereadum •• the creatiea of na Islamic State ia 1979. 31 

It fell.wed cemmuaal violeace 1a Azerbajaa ~r.avlace ~etweea 

Ku~ aad Aaers eemmuaity that resulted tate 1••• ef buadlreda 

ef life..\aad tbeusnac!s ef peeple were readered: homeless. 

Rural uarest prevailed h the ta.trdis·taa 8ecnuse •f an

implemeat.atiea of Shah laacl refexm aad it; pr:wveke4 Kurds 

peasaats to seize laad frem the laadlercia. The Geveramcmt 

treepa eatsred villages and eftea sheetiag at villages fer 

garttea1ag tbe Agbaa• • OJ& 26 Julie 1979, the KOPI issuetl a 

statement that. why tbo gcwes:ameut waa ita de 1110 the agbaa 

and ias1st1ag •• KDPI's iatentiem te noget1ate •• its aut .. emy 

tiemaads. 

Tebraa•s heatility te Kurdish 11ss1tle~~te wns aew 

bariaaiaq. Ayatellah Kbemelai repeatedly deaeuace4 t.be t<Ur.te 

as cemmuai•t ltacked eaemies ef the rev•lutiea aaaaecl the KDPI 

na• descriltecl shaikb Hesse1a1 aad or. Ghaaaemleu aa .. traitors•. 

oa 19 AUgust 1979• Khemeiai &gaia tleaeuaceti aa4 ltaaaetl all 

KUrdish pe11t1eal erqaaisatieaa. Tho clashes c .. tiaued till 

1a August 1979 tbe 41elegat1ea ef KUrtis weat te discuss Kurtiiab 

peace plaa witb tbe cumtral I raaioa Gevexameat. But the plaa 

was rejected lty Kbemeiai. Mereevsr Khemeiai appa!•ted his eavey 

te cr:uab the Kurds rather than to aeqetJ.ate w1tti the re'aela. 

The military A'Jj)re&sioa ceatiauetl. Later Sheikh Hesseiai Plt 

f•xward eight-J)Oiat plan fer Kurdish auteaemy. Hewevsr. the 



strea.q effeasive agaiast Kurds ceat.iaued specially eoaeea

tmted la sa9ger aaEl Saaaactaj a rea. 

Ia 1925 the League of aat.1ell.s aaact1eaed the aew 

State• a ~ssass1ea ef Kurdish regioa fer 25 years, with 

<" -'> I 

lU't 

the rec.arneadat1•a that the Kurtis lte graated eultural d.ghte 

c:uad e ticqree ef aut.aemy. Tbr.ugbeut tb1a periri tba Iraqi• s 

st.ruggle to esta1Dl1sb their aaceadaaoy ia Kurdish bald aortbexa

meat parts of the previnea. The Reya! Air Force cr:uabe4 a 

Barzani revelts ia 1922 aad a seeeali 1a 1943. In the Kurdish 

bist•l'Y ef 20th ceat.ury the nat.ieaal ._vemeat oustniaed mere 

etnaogly. pelitically a.ad military ia Iroq. After the collapse 

et Mahabac! Kiaqdem i~ Iran. the Kunlish ntevemellt eeatre sblftet 

t• Iraqi taardlataa. The Kurtlisn oemecratic Party ~KDP-Iraq) 

which was modelled oa the Iraaian KDP an~ wee feua4e4 ia 1946 

ea tbe recenmeadatioa of Muatafa Banaai before hie escape to 
32 tbe u.s.s.R. Tbe Iraqi KDP has Maxxist-L~aiaiat liae. which 

saw first twa goals as auaciat1ea ef the eeuatry fr.m 

\;testera 1aflueaee aad the w1aa1aq ef ltasio 11ltarti!'!Se 

GeaeNl Kaasem• s coup •• 14 July 1958. whieh eustu 

the meaarchy. wns,widely welcamed• especially 1• KUr41staa. 

Jt was the aest chalics the Kuru he6 ia maay years te aeau re 

aa autea8111y. Mtre.Yer. tcaaeem himself saw 1• the Kura a 

way of nlatttriaq hie ewa suppert agaiaat his· oppene~~ts. 

Aceeriiugly. for tbe first time Iraq was redefiaed oa o 

ceuatry ef twe pe•ple - Arn'-s au1 KUrds. Mletnfa earzaai 

32. Keesia~s C••t~porary Archives. •• 25• 
Vel. XXV. P• 27567. 
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fetumed fram tbe u.s.s.R. aad secntre4 the Presid•tshlp 

of Iraqi t<DP. Some 14 KU.rciinb loaquage jeumals iacludino 

twe KOP.Orqaas s 'KheMt• (Struggle) aad 'Kllr4iataa•. ltegaa 

opea pu~l1aatiea. 33 

AS th.e 1C:u. J:\tlab cau.ae lteqaa te wax. Kasaem laeeame 

inoreasirQ ly suspieieus ef it a.e a pessilale threat. te t.bls 

rule. C•aoess1•ns were revelce~ fCQrdish j81U:Il&ls were cleae• 

aad leet!iag lCurds arrested. Aad a milit.t.ary •ffeasive finally 

epeaed ia 1961. Relatiena betweaa Kaasem aad the Rur4o bad 

laeea deter1erat1ng fer aeme t.1me. especially ever the 

4epertatiea of KUrds frem the •11-d.ch Kirkuk areas. Oace 

the Il'6q1 effeas1ve bad eegua t.lley had •• alteraotive JtiUt te 

jo1a the iaaurgeac:y. Tllat eoJWert.ed iat.e a aatural revelt 

fer a al f def•ca. The war eeatiaued fer aext alae yea ra. 

Regimes 1aelu•1ag Kaasem•s came ead wut ia Baghlla4.t ltut tbe 

fiqbt1aq weat ea. A UN miasiea later repertH that 40,000 

heuses were aestreyed a.ad. 300,000 rm~•.!ere4 hemoless. 34 *mlteriag 

ealy alteut 1.000 ia sept.emaer. 1961 the Kurtisb army rese te 

alleut 20.000 lty tho time ef Kaasem• s fall frem power la 1963 

aafl ba• rtebe4 so.ooo lay 1975. At the hllig'bt ef the laau3:9e•cy 

eeme 40,000 aq. lcm. bad ltsea 'JtJ*lght uatisr KDP. 35 

33 O'Bala•e• Edgar. The t<Urdish Revelt 1961-70 
(Leade•• 1973} P• 61. 

34 U.N. Ilwele:s;:aeat Pregramme Expleratery M1sa1ea 
te Rertbera Iraq (Oct••er 1971) • 

35 Cballaad. Gera•• (&4.) a.l. p. 166. 
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'J.'he Baath Party at Izaq came te pewer la Fo'Bl'Uar:y. 

1963. which t-.k flrive agaiut cemmualata and KUris. 'rbe 

seeeud effaasive agaiast KUrds begaa •• 10 JQae. 1963 1a 

Kidcuk ana ef Kurdlstaa. Despite Syrlo.aa help te Bo.qhe•. 

the effusive failed. There were further three mere mala 

effeas1Yes agniast Kurds till 1969. Baathist qeaerala 

1a J:.raq ushered ia "17th JUly 1968 Revelutiea•. Geaarel 

Al-BnJcr cad sa•dam Huaaeia toek aver the retaa ef Geverameat 

aa<i seea eeumeaaW witb the plaas fer Kordistaa ia April. 

1969. The axm ~ta was w•rst ia Adtil azul Kidtuk area marke4 

~y mass . " 1~:~ .. expuleleaa. ceatrel autherity maltsed after 

uaa~l~ to crush KUrdish reaiataace that eeat1au1ng beetility 

with Kurris is n real threat to Iraqi 1ateor1ty. Kuri!iab 

aat.teaal alms had lteoa meaerate frem thtt eutset1 they ba• 

lavelveci aet eepa.ratiea ltut the auteaemy ef Iraqi JCUr~ataa 

witbia the frome..w•dc ef the repultlio. 

The aqreemeat aiped •• 11th March. 1970 kaW. aa 

March Maaif .. te. This maaifeate baa reeegll1ae• KUZ'tiah 

miaerit.y ea• haa giYea certaia c .. ousieaa ea• privil.equ t• 

Kuru. The pr.lllem ef Kur.Uatna ia Iraq is aet aettlu bere. 

'the pxw•lem rises 'over the exact .tef1a1t1 .. ef the area which 

wae nlleoat.~• te the auteaem.ua zeae. It was lleca••• the 

Baath party w~a aet geauiaely iatereate4 ia abariag ~er 

aad aet w1111ag te leaye Kirkulc e11-r1oh area. Frem 1970 t.e 

1974. the Iraqi Gevenmat •gaqe• 1a dlv14iiag the KUra a•• 
reaewal ef Araltiaatiea prevram'te~ Ia Auwst. 1974 Iraqi army 

lauache• the •tvgest •ffeasive siace the KUrdish war no• 

ltegu.a la 1961. Aa a result tso.ooo taaris bad lle<t u zraa. 
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oftea with the a.aaiataace of Imperial Iraa. Da.fJb.u• cernnitte4 

alm.at all ita forces te the fightiag e.q •• 41gbt dlviai .. • 

(aeme 120.000 ma). alleut 750 .ut ef 900 taaks. the eat.ire 

air force ud. a ao.ooo st.z:.ag pelice force. A few ef the 

MIG-23 llemlters vers flow ia lty soviet. p1lota. 36 

Ire.aiaa amy aas1ste4 Kur4 reltel• ef Iraq lty q1v1aq 
' ' 

seme 122 mm field guas aa4 aat1-t.aak mtasilu. Later .. 

lraa witb•rawa the support. te X'a.I'U lteeauae of t.be egreeum~t 

with Iraq b settl.t.ag the Hwltiary 41mtJllte of Shatt-al-Atalt. 

Ia rot.un tbe Shah agreed to wltb4raw all suppert. fer the 

Kurds aac this resulted iate Kurd$ lteaomlaq helpless. The 

lleuadar.tes ef traa sealed n 1st Aprll. 1974. bewwer. ltefore 

that Musafn Darzaai aad. etbera lCDP leQdars fled. te Izaa 1a 

March. 

Te this ead the Ialriish war had belpe4 lty 41vertiaq 

Bogllaatl'a military effexte ••rtbwaris. cpeiliaCJ ita eceaemic 

plaas aatl bia'ieriag the dsvelepmetat of the cwat.ry. Tbia 

ceafliet haj baea the al .. 41est. Officially Baqbta• a4mdt.te• 

the leas ef ever 60• 000 as tlealll aafll. weuatiei. 

After the deltacle. the camp •f thiS Kurtlish 9tterrllla 

mevemeat split. each si4e ncauaiag the ether of lteilllf 

respeaa1ltle fer tha defeat. Jallal Jala1taai euater of KOP 

fe:r:mefl a aew Party thct Patrietic Ua1 .. •f Kur41et.aa (PUK). 

Meaawb1le I<OP bas laeea refermed uacler the eeatraat ef Darzaai•a 

a•••• Iflria aa4 Kasseu4. Beth tbe Pi1 rties were actiYe clu.riag 
_ _. ______ _. ..... -~ ....... 
36 Seviet Aaalyst. 2 Jnauary. 1975. 
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the time of Ir:na-Iroq war. KOP (PL) alaimecl auccesa 1a 

saYera 1 aew attacks. 

to geab Mlma,e. 

Tha eutln:eke ef we r go.ye s:ea••• hepe 

It. is e'ataerveil that wbeaever the~ is a weak Ceatral 

pewar. Kuru revelted fer their rights. Ia 1946• a pelit.ieal 

vacc:wn 1a Iraa waa tDCpleited 'by Kurds aa4 they fermed the 

K1agdem ef Maba1M4. Ia 1958• Iraqi maarcby ~.:::,- evezthJ:IIWll 

lty JCaaaem witb tbe auppert ef Jatrcfa aad 1a retum they get 

recegmitiea as partaera •f Ar:alta. Ia 1978• there was a tur:mell 

at the Central imperialist. ptftier ef Iran. tlaa.t time Kud.a 

epPtStt4 westem imperialism aad dmnaa4ed sut-emy ia I raa. 

na r1ag I raa -Iraq cea fliet. Kurds mevemeat al te.r:aa t'Sl y 

auppert.ed xraa aatl Ixaq ia view ef weaka1ag tbem flaally. T1ll 

1976• Iraqi Kurds assisted Sba'h ef Iraa lla.t after steppiaq 

help oacl •••-implemODtat.J.ea ef laatl l"tfeme J.a ~riish a rea. 

Iraqi Kurds were the first te :l.aapirH I.raaiaa Ialru agaiast 

imparial Blltherity ef Sltab. 

Ku r.Js always ars aeasitierell as relttllla lly tbe ceatral 

Gevsmmeate •.f the respsctivtt aatiea atates. se wl\easver 

there was a Kurdish demaacl far autewemy. it was reprease• 

~ ths a.v~u:ameat. E!xistaaa\2 of oqe el• military preaace 

olld Marshal Law 1D 'l'u%fc1sh KUraistaa. KUZ\tisb aatiaaal 

fe~l1ngs g.t wst nad •cpruao~. Ia Iraq aat Ira•• the 

milit.a ry effaa1va chaaved Kurtia~ aatieaaliam frem aa 

ex~ramist. t. med.tu.:aiat peaitiea asd. tb.ey waat auteaemeua 

stlltes wit.l\111 the f.ramew•rk ef th~t oeatral a.verameat. 

Further the fraotioD bet'Weea extremist aad me4oraiat aasiste• 



ia radu.oed streagtb of the Kurdiab m.vem•t. 

Further KurUsb meYemeat ea the face ef crlaia always 

asked fer help fn.m eutside. But aelther the weatem PMftll'll 

••r the seeialiat. ceuatries pve ceastaat help tty 9ett.iag 

iat.areat.ecl ia helplag Kur4s fer their bumaa riglats aacl 

1a4apeadaace Jlut fer stz:eteqic c:eastdet"Btleas. Tbe laws ef 

aesimilat.iea ia '1'\lr:key remeved weri K'tlra fre~ t.bair eff1o1al 

recerclo aad dt~~~1el4 miaerity rights to I<'D~. 'rbe araltisat.1 .. 

ef Imqi a.vemmeat. pmgramne suppressed lalrds. Tbese tw• 

are t.be moia eltst.aoles ia acbieveme~~t ef JCUrdisb auteaemy. 

Aut. .. emy. w1tb1a 1;-be from.,edc ef respsate<l eouatries. 

is more er less peaetltle. Kud.s' . aotinallam 1a ne old aa 

the •ther eouatriea la the regiea. Tbe Kemalist Gevorameat 

ef TUikey tried te a1tel1ah . · L .- Kurdiob aatieaa11am 

tbntUgb m111tar111zatiea ef area fer deco.•es tegatber. it w.oa 

eucceaaful t.e aeme exteat till the time that the majority ef 

pePJl&tioa was illiterate aad ieelateil. frem the nat ef the 

wer14. Whoa petty lleurg•1• cl.aaaea emeEgail the aat1 .. nliat. 

mevemeat ef K'ura •ecame Yery at.reag speciolly 1a 1aduat.r.lol 

aa• utltaa1esd t...,as i.e. D1ya1Mk1r. Bitis. Silrt. Batma sa41 se 
37 

••. Groat ef aema nut .. omy 1a I reqi KUR!ata.a ia 1970 a ad 

ia Irua 1a 1979 reoultea late furtber pr.vecat1 .. ef a8J)Bratiet. 

11ieaa. wbieb waa v1ewa4 J.y the c•tral r.,yieaa sa the tbreat 

te aatieaal 1at.egr.lty. 

37. Elpbiaat.ea Cel. w.o •• •Kurt~a aad their 
questiea•. Reyal Ceatzal Asiea Jeux.al. 
Vel. XXXV (Jaauary 1948) p. 39. 



llJ 

Kuds are fightiag for tl\e1r aut•MDY s1ace laat 

60 years. heaee tbJ.a erea bas always ltee• a preltlem orea. 

Specially. ia tbe last 20 years. the several orm upr.t.siaoa aad 

c:euequ.•t 1••• ef buma.a liYea aatl aatieaal wealth resulta4 

iate total aeglect of the ana lteiaq •eYelepc~ct. HewctYer. 

with .t.be mere literate aacl pe11t1eally m.re 'aware. they 

always leek fer •Pt»r:tuaJ.ty te ltraaJc t.be entral pewor la 

K\trtistaa aad te eatalt11sh aa aut .. emeua uait fer themselves. 

But wauld it ae feasiltle. ia a ltig quut1• made which 

ceuld lie aaswerad ealy with the passage ef me~ time. 

Hewever. it 18 a aer1eus pn.lllem aa it. aaacems the walfe.r~ 

aad pttace ef the Kurd peeple. 



1~1 

Likewise the iavelved aatiea states 1m the e.mplex 

pteblem of . Kurd1otaa area,. tbtt ether aatiea states ef, the 

Middle East along with the eth.er Surepua ead elsewhere 

pewers have cert.a.1a perspectives ea Kurdietoa ana,. partly 

strategic aad partly othexwise. The key rele of ouper pewen 

bas been very important a.ad decetves special mC!ftt1••• 

SovitU Pell;gy ! t...,a rdD the Kurds has beea pragmatic. 

The Kurds offer leverage against the aat1-e.mmum1st na4 

aat1.Sev1et Gevaram':!ats of Tumey aod lraa,. oad moro 

qeaerally the 1Dstab111ty may epaa tho door for Soviet. 1af11-

t.ratiea in the Middle East. Certainly, . Rueeio.a interest ia 

the area is of loagstaadiag. The RUssia& were first to use 

the Kurds in the 18th cent.ury as pawas 1D the Middle East 

power game,. atirr.Laq dreams ef KUrdish aatioanlism na e 

meaas of desta'Dil1siag the ottamaa Empire. 38 ADd 1• 1914 

as part Gf his -price for atering tbe war a.qaiaet the cea.tJ:Ql 

pewers. the tJestera allies offared Kuriistaa t.e Nichola• II. 39 

Mere striking were seviety attttudea during the A111etl 

eccupatieo of Xraa durimg t-:orld t·Ja.r II. which were ia mo.rke• 

ceatraat to tbes e of the British. t-Jbereas tha 9r1t1ah. m.re 

c•eeraed with 4eay1nq the territory te Germaa1 iafluaae. 

38. Hay W.A •• a. 20. P• 128. 

39. I~id• P• 130. 
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pezmittod cesaplet.e freeclsm of m.v<!D'Ieut • the put ef 

Iraalaa force, the S.Viet)' autberitles iJ1 the aert.h• 

iaeludirlg Kurdistaa, ia~ist.ed that t!Nart Ira.aJ.en treep meve

mat dowa te plat .. a atza eeuld. be carriH Mtt HlY 1lry 

autherisatiea ef· local Soviety Commaa<ler. This ~~eel tbe 

way te el'Uil'lltliag ef Imperial iaflueaoe nad tbe set.tiag up 

•f the Mabattad Repdtlic • 22 Jaauary. 1946.40 However. 

the sov1ety tlaloa aevor seugbt aa iadepoaclnat KUrclioh State• 

llut rather to detach it from IreD amd iateqrat• it fully 

1Dte seviety AaetJJaijaa, which they ceulEI aet. materialise. 

correllerate this vJ.ew pe1~t. After the collapse of the Mahnlto• 

Repultlic, Barzaai aad his fell•ers toeJc refuqo 1D the S.Vlet 

Ualea fer 11 years ( 1947-58). 41 Dlld.aq their stay they 

were left uadar the superv1s1en ef 12 seviety army effieera, 

who kept. thCJm •• the alert, r:eed.y fer 1a~ervsat1H ia traa, 

Iraq aad '1'1.u:key. The! CIKpatriate Kurds received gurrllla 

t.ralaiag aloaq with Mazx1at-Lea1a1st 1aatl'Uct1ea. Maay 

secret v1s1 to to aerthem Iraq were made at tbls time an• 

pn.pac;~aae we.rk was carried en. Fellewiaq Bar..aala's retum 

te Iraq ia 195842 • it oe"!ftted the iavestmat might ltenr fruit. 

-- - - ~ - - ~ -~ - - - ~ - -
40. Elphiastea w.a., •· 37, p. 47. 

41. Keesiag's eeatempexary Arch1Yos. (Leadea a 
.Ke~siltg Pultlicatlea. 1968) Vel. XIV. p. 2736. 

42. IJti •• 
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Seviety t.11l1on arad lmq sigaecl the Treaty ef Pr1oatob1p 

and co-peratioa •• 9 April. 197243 • where MeeetlfW peiated eut 

that this treaty io aot against the KUrdish peeple'o straqgle. 

it is fer the cause ef Bagbclad's struggle aq~1rtat tbe qiaat 

eil cempaales. Apart frGm the usual diplematle chanaols. 

Kurdish gr1evaaoes were also expressed at tho p;1 rty level• 

a eta IDly 1a 1970 wbea th.e sevlety U.1oa waa celeltezoated Laala • s 

ID1rtb. 

u.s,A1 .1. Uaited States bas preceaca1Yed desiqas to capt.ure 

tho ex-celeaial ceu.ntd.es of EurepMa P4'Wers. and boa starte4 

a, aew plaee of celoa1al1sm (Nee....c'.:ID loa~o.lism) • Amerieaa 

imperialism poaetratod Turkey in 1948. uader the Mamhall 

Plaa. 44 'l'he w~k ecoaemy ef Tumey neec!ed the fereign bel p 
1• 

sac!Lexehaage Tuz:key set th.usaads ef TUrkish oel diare 

1nelud1uq many Kurds . te fight 1a Korea and it joined NATO 

ea 18 Fe'br:uary. 1952. 45 
Aacl oa 26tb FfibmaJ:Y. 1954 eutherise4 

u.s, to eet up military bases and listezalng pests threuqheut 

tho eeuatry K\sr<lista• 1nclu4le<l. ln 1955• the Maderes reqime 

signed the ant1-eemmua1st and ant1-1Card1oh Baqhda• Paet 

with Iraq. Iran and Palciata•• 46 _________ ._ _____ .. _ 

43. vanly J.s •• · ~r41staa 1u Iraq. iD Chnliaad o •• 
•• 1. p. 184. 

44. llt1d. p. 177. 

45. Kees~s A~hivee. •· 10. Vel. IX 
p. 13193 Be 

46. Schmift. o.A.. •Present DoVeleP~MJ~~t .t.a the Kurd..t.sh 
\iar. "Jeumnl ttl. the Reyal Ceat.ral Asian seciet.y. 
Vel. LIIl. (Lende•)• 1966• p. 21. 



Oaly after 1952 Uaite4 States t .. k direct aad keea 

tate rest in Is:aqi .Kuriist.aD te wealtea the Kasaem• • Seelallat 

regime. Theuqh KDP-I raq aad Kassem have eemmua1st ldeelegy 

they had differeac.es ea pewer sha rlaq at Catre. which Kasaem 

clea1ed to give pepular share te Kurds. Ira 1961 lteeau•e ef 

Kurdish gurr.llla activity. Kasaem teok first effeasive agatast 

Kurds. Who U.s.A. S\tpperted Kurds ~ qtviag aid threugh 

Iran's Sbah they bad secret agreement aetweea Nix••• Kissiager 

and Shah ef Iraa te auppert K'Uris ey glvinq f1aa.nc1al an4 

arm supply through CiA agents. The u.s. aia pregramme u 

the Kuru. 11 Whleb weuld ultimately tavelve tc.tal aid ef 

$16 milltea•, was fiaally appreved ~Y the Presideat fell.wiag 

a private meeting between the Shah aad K1ssiager•. 47 

The Pik,e R~rt stresses that Neither the fereign Heati 
A 

of State (the Shah) ner the Pr<Jsideat and Dr. Kissi.,er 
,, 

desired victery fer our cliats (the KUrcls). They merely 

hep~d te <maure that the insurgents weuld be capa1tle ef 

sustaiaiag a laval of heatality just biqh emeugh te anp tbe 

reseurces ef the ae1ghlleur1D9 state. 48 

!Uriag Mr. NixeD's visit te T~broa ia 1972. ths Shal\ 

ef Iraa aaJced Presltient team the Kur1s aqainst Iraqi 

Geverameat. Mr. Nixea ertieracl C.I.A. te sead te the Kurd& 

--
47. Aaiaa Recerds. 1963, V~l. IX. ~. 5345. 

48. Ga.riiaa (LeadeD) • 14 March. 1975. 
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KUrdish sa.yiag. • the Kurds have ae fri~ada', bas 

aecm repeatedly pzwvea. In the fiaal aaalysis, it i.e baa• 

te aveitl the eenclusien that whatever dramatic cbaages tbere 

may bfi!J ia the reqiaa, the K'ur4s will fer ever be the pawas 

ef strateqie caJBicieratiea and plaas. Meat leeal pewera -

txaa, Iraq aad syrta have maatp.llated this. Similarly, ltet.h 

the u.s.A. aad the seviet.y UllieD have helped Kuriioh reltel• 

far tbei r qaiaa. 

Apart frem the iavelvMteat ef su})er pt~Wera ia 

Kurdtataa. Br1ta1a, Fraace, west Gt!U:maay, PakJa taa aad 

ethers are 1avalve4 directly or iadireetly. Till the 1958 

British dtmtiaatiea ever Iraq was very 1111ch. British farces 

rep reseed KU.riish z:eltels till tbd secead Warltl War. T'heugh. 

Britaia talking llHUt Kurtliah iadepadaaee ar aut .. amy, they 

well toelc: aff•atve ogaiast ~dish reltela in 193249 whea 

Iraq was uacler their maaote. After the u.s. aacl u.s.s.R. 

mere iavel•at ia the reolea ether cwatries ef Eurape de aet 

have much. tavelvntlaa ia KuNiah l)re•lem. Eva thau~'h all 

Eurepeaa imperialist pewers \teeams always s1mpatha1zera af 

Kur<ia latlepea4.•t fer their humaa rights. Palc:iataa bas el•• 

miaarity pr.ltlema ia their st.ote se it ir.avalved 1n the Bagbda• 

pact for iateraal security which is agaiast the Kur•i&'h iade-

~ peadnace stmqgle. Maagelian paeple's Rspultlle ha• rise• 

" quest1ea ef Kurdish rapressi• •afare the Geaaral Asseml!JJ.y 

Mit •••• after ia vi'!IW' af Afre-Aaian aelidarily they with•rowa 

it. so 

49, Elphiaatea w.a •• a. 37, p, 45. 

so. Kelit!a.r, (Altaas), "The Search fer Stnlt111ty" 
Canfliet Studies. Na. S9, 1975. ~. 16. • 



yaited laS:!••• a 

Maaifest.ratlea. ef Raass1aa pelicy eccurre• ia 1963 

whea •• 29th June. s .. a after the epeaiag ef tbe Baath 

J'uata• s effeasive ia Iro.q. 51 the Moageliaa Peeple's Rep111t11c. 

1• a vieleatly-werded caltle te the seeretary-Geaexal ef the 

Uaite4 Na.ti••• 52 cleaeuaced the at%9citiea )teiag perpetrate• 

against the J<ur~ish p~eple ia res pease te their just. demaatl 

for aut.oaomy w1th1a the Iraqi State. aa4 asked fer lacluai .. 

in the prev1s1eaal agenda for the Geaeral Assem.ly ia 

Octeaer. as•aa item of na impert.eat and urq~at. eba.raeter• 

ef the qu.esti• ef tbe peliey ef geaecide carried eut lty the 

Geverament. of the R•Plltlic ef traq. Tbls was fellewed sems 

tea 4ays later by twe similar cerrmu.a1catiena frem the u.s.a.R. 

itself. eae te the Eceaomte a•d Social ceuacll demaadiav aa 

immediate deltate (thl! demaad was rejected lty a majerit.Y ef 

13 te 2. with three aasteatieas) • an• aaether te the securitY 

Ceu.acil repeatiag the suutaace ef the first t\rle. Sl 

The K'uJ:Yis themselves have attempted aa aumt!IW&la 

eccasiea• te 1aterest the U.iteti Nati•••· slace 1961 sevea 

delega.t1eaa represeatiag the OPK have trovelled ta New Yetk: 

ealy te find that O.Ve~eats. like Pe11tie1nas, are biqhly 

selective ia thei~ ebeice ef causes fer maaifeatnti••• ef 

meral 1ad1pat1••• aad that aet ue of the hua•re•-e•• 

51. Aaiaa Recer•• •· 17• Vel. IX. P• 5345. 

52. o•Balnace J., •• 33, p. 53. 

53. Seviety Aaalyat, 2 JaDuary. 1975. 



memltera ·was prepared te place tbeir case .. the aqea41o ef 

aay eae ef the erqaDs ef the .successer t.e the LeaCJUe ef 

Nat1eas. NumeRUs letters te the Secretariat have alee 

pr.ved fruitless. 

Beth . reqie.al a ali 1atez:aat1eaal ferces have 'lleea 

l _~_7 

quite a'harp ea Kurtistaa. The geeqraphical eempu.la1ea aleaq

with ... a1c chaxacter1stlca have g1vea a parameuat slateg1e 

1mpert&ace t• this area te lMcame n cemplex iesua fer the 

caateadiag natiell states h&viag immediate 1avel vemeat o. • 

well as tho ether rcgiesal aa4 iateraatienal oaes. The 

quest1• ef auteaemy is rather il vmce4 eae aad evades a 

selutiea acceptaltle t• all ccaeeraed parties. Tb~ upebet 

ef this is that the Kurdish peeple remairl uaderdevelepn 

1asp1te ef aatural ttad.,.,_ta. 



CHAPrER VII 

CORCL!ISJQll 
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CONCLUSION 

Kurdist.aa Rctqi011 epitemisea the eat!pre&lete ef the 

qeeqraphical. secto-eceaemic aad pelitieal atNcture 1a ita 

raq1eaa1 set up. The p~esses emaaate« w1th1a the hister.leal 

frame we:dc have ma.aifested themsel.Yea la vad.eua pattema aa• 

ferms. which aro typloally uader develeped 1a c:baraeter. 

Wbether it is the questiea ef the eeeaemy er the sed.ety er 

the ~lity. the t: ... eve:whelmlag sttaat1M is tbat ef uader

dSYelepment. which sheuld •et be the caae wltbia the qivea 

qeeqrapbieAl altuat.i••• specially pertn1a1aq te ita ea~ts. 

lleth ntural aad humaa. No body weuld deay this fact that 

tbe humaa el,~•u•t• i.e •• KUrd. is the wast dyaamlc ea• 

bari.y aa.d ceald mateh the \test humaa material. elsewhere. 

'!'be ,.iual at1Ucture is complex aatl dales eaay 

explaaatieas. It is rather tllllgimatic ia aature and leaves ••• 

apelllteua4. as it is a11ghtly diffieult. te aaalyse. KewSYer. 

He weul4 romadc that tne impress ef the goegrapbical milia 

is rather t- )Mlcl ia several foxms. Physi~rapbic cempllca

ti .. a aad 4.1vera1tios are ltel<l •euqh te warraat nay devele'P

msat. Besides the syatax situati- 1a the aertb-west ef 

Kurdietaa where Slwrz aaci zagr.a meet. the phyaiegrapbia 

eharacrteriet.ioa are meatly Zag res 1a eriqia. i.e. • it is 

highly felci~i aad faulted aad the upshet ef this is that 

there are ltaautiful vast lakes aad •eep gel."ges. leaviag little 

laacl auiteltle for eultivetin. Ia the seu.tb aad &8'\ltb..owest. 

'the pbyeiegrap'hy gets aultme• a•• ads itself te flat wlcle 

epea fields. llut t.be desertJ.c eavi•amat. Em9Ulfs 1t aad aqaia 
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~4sm it a wastelaad. Ia aaseaint:J.ea with the pbysieqrapby. 

1b e climatic harshaesa. varyiaq f~»m tho aeltl-wet raqime ef 
, o.f- go..,.~ 

the aertb aacl aertb...,est to the eem1-ar1d te arij,tleaves •• 

scepe for aay easy sizealtle develepmeat ia aqrioalture. 

Aqrieulture is the ma1ast~~y ef tbe peeple aleagwith 
ct-JJs 

tbe livastodt reariag which hi9hly S\lli84D&aalet: ... te tbe 1aeems 

of the peepls. Agriculture varies fmm shifting to the 

aedaatary i~ character. A wide vanety of cr.ps are qr.wa 

JNt. lteeauae the cultivatiea is limited aaa preca rieua. the 
'· 

cr.p diversificat.ieD is rather difficult. Hewever. the feed 

crops ••minate. Tbe predUct1v1ty is mtber lw • which 
/, I II I 

explains t.he restricted soil fertility. Livesteck eceaemy 1• 
-Ik-e. 

ltasically the ltest fit fer this billy terrain aa4Lseaseaa1 

fluetuationa of the weather wbicb cempel· tbe peeple te eclber 

te traaalNmaace. The pastures aye:, pmfusely rich ia variety 

aa• yield aad stmag enough to a Jaalnaeed livesteek ecoaemy. 

Kurds lay natura as well as traditi•• are the waaderiag 

people al-gwith their bore •£ cattle• sheep aatl oeats. Tbe 

aet-result ia that the settlameat.s are harily peanaaat ia 

character aad evergmwa ia size. tiitb the pasaa<:Je of time 

aad wi't.h the aatlaatariaetiea ef agriculture. the settlemeau 

reets get deep aa4 aecema paxmaaeat. Big aad pexmaaeat 

settlemat.s are well-eatr:enched 1a flat vall"'Y• •r oleag tlae 

eheraa •f the lakes. M4tatly. the permanent villages are 

liaea.r ia character aac! era aeseeiete• with multi-auele11. 

·small size temperary t.. aem.l..petmaaeat. bar4smea•a settlomeate 

oa the top flat areas which ltec:eme full of life during the 
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swmu!U'IIe Ku.~ ere elkha1cally vary bomageaeus 1a character 

lJut still as a result of a raas ef 1solatien *'e to the 

phyai04Jrapby. there are sult...qrwps whe hardly cemmuaicat.e with 

each ether. Hewever. the laDg-ct.rawa pelitiea.l ttu:meil aa4 

amaivaleace baa giv~ a aease ef •neaese aa4 uaity te t.beae 

groups and. sult-groups aad the result is that. Kuru staa• 

uaite• against the 1mperia11stic forces as well aa aatienelie

t1e farces •f the 1111ch recent er.lgia. 

Spatial patt.Cims of the eceaemy aad the regieaal 

divers1t:.1os aad disparities beve contr.llec! the pepulat.iea 
1'{.~ 

•tstr111ut1ea pattem. which ia highly uaevea iat.sprea4. It 

is surprieia9 that iaspite of the diffieul~ pe11t1ca1 impasse. 

tbo -pep.tlat.1•• qrwtb is rather phaemeaal. Beth. the rural 

aa4 the uBaa pep1lntioa have shcwa rapid gzwwth. The imltalaaae• 

are maatly promiaent ia its occupa.tiennl character an• the 

ratie of t>rer:kera to aea-workers. This d1nctly puts eae tbia.-
v"' 

very pr.m1aeat1y. i.e •• the pelitical ao~eac~S aaci suppress-

1.. has resul tefi. iate high depeadeaey ratiu aacl the Dbcb 

clepeadeaee •• the primary aect•r• The urltan cat.res are few 

aacl far ltetweea and meat.ly small t• I'D:3dium size 1• chamcter. 

except. the city ef Kennaash&b which ep1tem1sos the varyeth••• 

ferveur and ess•ee ef Ku.Mieb life and culture. Uxtlaa Ceatrsa 

are mes~ly service ceatres with prepoadereace ef the serv1aa 

aecter. The iaduetrial baekWaraeae m)l resulted iate a wee.k 

umaa ecoaem1c waee. 



Regleaallzatiea ceuld be :!eae llu.t. the paucity ef data 

aad. iafet:matlea l\ns feratalled such aa attempt. Hewever. ne 

weuld eaJ:Ve eut some maere ead micm-regleas. whlcb are 

lltasic:ally the z:esult ef the pbysleqrapllic fr:am•edc aad clima

tic: vad.atleas. Wlthia tbe given frama-werk. tbe schemes aad 

techlllques ef reqloa buildiag are aet used here. 

Kttriistan regie•• altheug:b pbyslegrel)hlcally bigbly 

diveralf!ode is etbaically aa uaifled _ragloa and tb~gh.ut lt• 

bistery bas steed as eae slagla whele nt.lty. Pre-ot.t«naa 

pe riot! is aQ-•mu~ed 1a cl.uety o1111vi• 11n.tt atlll eae weuld 

assert .that the KUrds aad Kurdish tract. has aever permaaeatly 

rerua.laed sultjugated. Later ... with ia the mlqhty framewedc 

ef tbe Ottfmlaa empire •• ene head ead the Sbabe ef Ira•• the 

Kurtish regioa OXl)Girieaoecl frequeat c:bnagiaq pellt.ical ceDtrels. 

whieb get. further foxmullsed ns the result ef Eumpeaa dipltmaey 

aad ceasplrec1es. It camas to the preseat sltuatioa. i.e •• it 

ataads cllvl•e• late sweral aatiea states, i.e •• Irea. Iraq. 

Tutkoy. aad syria etc. 

eJ 
It ia uapreoe4eattla character as it di"'ed the etbaically 

eae qr.up ef peeple. Besi•es ~lkaa1•at1ea iate several 

pt9litlcal uaits gwer:aect·ay ether mnjerity groups. the preaese 

of supressiea set. la heavily with the lteg1aaiag ef the 2otb 

osntury. Kurcle eat.ered a pb! se ef pelitical am'81valeace. 

tuz:meil OIUi hardships. 

Geegrapbically. auto..my ia a desiratale tblag a•cf it 

sheulG. lite welceme4 wt pelit.ically. it 18 difficult te achieve. 



as it 1a l»er••• the reqieaal sad 1atenat1aal fe.rces lA'lieJ 

ceuld help ia clevelopiag aa atmesphere wbiab ceul• uabar ia 

sucb a s1tuat1••• Natioraal1at1a ferees are rather well

eat.reached aacl atr.ag eaeugb aet to ylelci to aay pressures •. 

W1thia the qiva s1t.uat1ea. auteaemy for Kuria mny aet. Jte 

givea, altheugh it is the mut welctiDled a1tuat1••• Whera ti.a 

weulci happea. eae caaaet forecast it. Xa what fcn:ms it 

sbe\tl• eeme. cmaftot lae ecpluiaed. H...,C!I'V'er. ne wwl4 ad• 

ben that tbe reg-tea awaits develepasat aad it sh.ulcl aet 1M 

deaiecl to the peeple of the regia. 1. e. tru.~a. 
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Sl. no. 

1. 

2. 

a. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Tabla No.2 
Cllma tological lable of Pracipi ta tion and Temper.:&ture 

femp. in °c, Precipitation 1n uu 
Statton fears Jan. Fob. i·lar. Apr. f.1o.~ Jun. Jul. Aug. Ssp. Oot~ Nov. Dee. Jan ot 

Data to .. • .......... t ••• ~ . 
Rezai,yeb 1931-a> -o.l 1.95 5.7 12.15 17.15 21.25 24.7 24.85 21.55 15.0 7.17 1. 55 12. 70 'l 

n 28.2 43.0 <e.l &J.G 44.90 20.00 6.50 li.6 6.1 10.3 47.7 as.s 3?0 P P 
_Hamad an t;l -o.s 1.35 5.3 11.1 15.2 20.2 23.6 22.3 19.7 13.5 5.15 1.0 11.1 'l 

" 36.0 52.0 7"~. 9 78.9. 32.7 5.6 1.3 0.5 0.7 11.8 51.8 40.2 38S.2 p 

Mosul " 6.5 a. a 12.0 17.3 23.9 30.2 33.7 32.1 26.9 20.1 13.1 7.9 19.4 T ,, 
70 6? 65 55 20 1. t 0 t 7 43 62. 390 p 

Itlrku.k 193:1-GO 8.6 10.2 13.3 19.4 26.4 32.3 35.1 34.8 30.4 24.2 16.5 10.6 22.0 T 
n 58 66 85 47 17 T 0 0 r 3 42 62 3.81 p 

Van 1941-00 -3. 4 -3.2. 0.4 7.0 13.1 18.0 22.1 Zl. 7 17.2 10.5 4.2 -1.3 9.9 T 
n 45 36 48 53 40 16 7. 3. 12 45 48 31 384 p 

Dlya.rbnldr 1931-a> 1.5 3.6 7.9 13.9 19.2 25.7 31.0 30.5 24.9 1?.2 9.9 3.8 15.? 'l 
n '19 65 63 73 42 8 1 1 3 29 58 ~ 489 p 

Sources- Climatological Rormals (Cl1no) For Climato and Cl1mateoh1p Statlons for 
too por1od 1931-60. ed. 1971, \-f&-10/0:-!1·1, No.ll?, TP. 521 Genova. 
(? = 0.5 mm) 

note a- T = Temperature 
P = Precipitation 



Table No1~ 
Population Growth by Provinces 1945-75 

Po pula- Popula- Po pula- Po pula- Increa- Increa- Increa Ann- Ann- Ann- :;Sage 
Province t1on in t1on 1n t1on 1n t1on in se 1n se in SG 1n al ~ al ~ Al 7S incr-

1945 1955- 1965- 1975- 1955 1965 1975 inc- 1na- inc- ease 
1957 1966 1970 over over over reae rease rea in • 75 

1945 1955 1965 1945 1955 1965 over 
to to to 1965 

1955 1965 1975 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 l~. ... -

1. Agrt 133504 189348 246961. 33>201 55844 5761.3 83240 4.1 3.04 3.37 34 
2. Blngol 75510 113341 150521 210804 3?831. 3'7.1.80 00283 5.01 3.28 4.00 40 
3. Bitlls 71.950 11118? 1540$ 318305 39237 42882 164236 5.45 3.85 10.65 o?· 

4. D1yarbak1r 249949 343903 475916 651.233 93954 132013 17531.7 3. 75 3.84 3.$! 37 
5 Hukkari 35124 54924 84091 126036 19700 29267 41945 5.6 5.33 4.98 50 
a, tifardin 234457 3)5520 391880 51.9$7 11063 923«> 121807 3.03 3.02 3.06 31 
7. flus 82699 136401 198716 267203 53102 6231.5 63487 6.49 4.57 3.45 34 
8. S11rt 133627 191234 264832 381503 571!07 73598 116671 4.31 3.84 4.4.0 44 
9 Van 12?858 175250 266686 336314 . 41392 91436 119~ 3.43 5.22 4.49 45 

Total Turkey 19790174 24064163 31.391421 40347719 5213989 732"1258 5956298 2.80 3.04 2 .. 85 29 
10. H. AzerbaiJan 526429 721136 1087182 1407(i)2 195709 360046 3a>420 1.36 s.o? 2.94 29 
11 •. Kormanshab 408080 1376989 1.814000 22647a> 9EB909 437011 4507a> 3.37 3.17 2.48 25 
12. Kurdistan 399897 555413 61.9573 194290 15551.6 641&> 174717 1.39 1.15 2.82 ~ 

Toral Iran 13647386 18954704 25078923 33708744 5307318 6124219 8629821 1.38 3.23 3.?.4 34 
13. Al-fameem 

(1t1rkuk) 286005 388839 473686 439000 10:?834 84?87 17997? 3.59 2.18 3.8 38 
1-' 
N 
.,.:-..... 



fable IJo.3 

14. 
15. 
16. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Dhok 595190 755447 888601 21.0000 166257 1331.54 3>2124 2.69 1. 79 3.4 34 
Art>1l 239776 2?3aJ3 356293 493000 33607 82910 163894 1.40 3.03 4.6 46 
Al.Sula1man1ya 226400 304895 399768 656000 78495 94873 187890 3.46 3.11 4.? 47 

Total Iraq 5452365 6339960 8047415 11505333 1707455 3457585 3457585 4. 29 2. 69 4.29 43 
'Eo tal Kurdls-

tan 332~56 5991110 7151743 9457240 21 "10655 1160833 229949? s. 6 3.63 4.17 32 

Ifotea • Es t1mated Population 
+ Population after cban3e ot provincial area 

Sources 1 (1) Uni ta4 nations tem.ogrf!pbic xeu Books 19451 so, 55, a>, 661 'lO, 75 ant! 80 
United Uat1on Publications) llaw York. 

(11) annual i1b9tract or Stat1stical 1976 (Bag44f1 RepubUc ot Iraq, l41n1stry · 
ot Plannlng, Central Statistical Organlaat on 1976). . 

(111) National Census ot Population and Housing, Nov. 1976, sr. no.l86, . 
(Tehranl Islamic Republic or Iran, Plan and Buttcet Or'fian1Sat1on, Statistical 
Centre or Iran, Jan. 1981. · 

(1'1) Dtatistical Year Book ot turtmy 1919, Pub. No. 890 (Ankara& Prime l.U.nistry 
3tate Institute of Statistics, 1979) · 

I--' 
f'-"l 
C:.Yl 



126 

loblft Ng.j 

DBNSI T! OF POPULA f1 W 
1965-75 

Province Area Po pula- Popula- Density ot ~age ot 
tlon tion population total 
1965 1975 E,!l" sg. lan Kurd1s-

1965 1975 thrm'S 
P02U• - ., .. 1 

. • I I 

1. Agrl 11458 246961. 33)201 21.55 21.84 4.01 

a. Biogol 8911 150521 210804 16.89 23.66 2.55 

3. B1tl1s 6674 154069 318305 15.4 8 47.69 3.86 

·~~ D1yarbak1r 15400 475916 651233 30.90 42.29 7.91 

s. Hu.kkari 9885 84091 12G036 8.51 12.75 1.53 
6. Mardin 12879 39?880' 519687 3>.89 40.35 6.28 
7. l·fus 8697 198'116 26'1203 22.85 30.12 3.24 

z. S11rt 12462 264832 391503 . 21.. 25 00.61 4.63 
9. Van 19797 266686 386314 13.47 19.51 4.69 

TurkaY Total 805689 31391421 40347719 as. 96 so. oa ~ 

10 CI. t. zerba13 an 43660 1087182 140'1604 24. 90 27.67 17.11 

11. Kermansbab 628825 1814000 2264760 28.84 39.97 12.52 

12. Kurdistan 24998 Gl.9573 974290 28.78 31..77 9.65 

Iran Total 1648000 250?8923 33708744 15.22 20. 45 -
13. Al-Tameem 

(Kirku.k) 9426 332498 439000 35.27 4G.47 5.33 
14. Dbok 6374 160883 21?000 25.26 35.03 2.63 
15. Arbil 14428 356241 493300 24.69 34.17 5.99 

16. lll;-Sulamaniya 16482 3997GB 656000 33.23 39.80 7;97 

Iraq Total 434000 8047415 11505000 18. 54 26.51 -
Kurd1s~an 294413.6 

71.57143 9467240 25.17 33.25 100.00 
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Tg).o Na.a 
RURAL DE!iSITX 1975 

Area Total Rural ~ns1ty 
popula- popula- ot rural 

Pro•1noe t1on latton populat-
1975 1975 ion per 

• ' 1 .. ~- • HH- • 1 • r , .. . .. ag~.km, .• 

l. .. l\gr1 1l'4.5S' 300201 218494 19.06 

a. . 'B1ngol 8911 210804 142440 15.98 
a. 81tll8 6674 318306 2173'i0 32.56 
4. D1tarbn.k1r 15400 65E233 347226 22.54 
s. Huk.'i.ca.rl 9885 126036 31469 8.:?8 
6. t4ur41n 12979 5\9687 339199 26.33 
7. nus 8691 26?203 189998 21.84 
8 • S11rt 12462 381003 209941 .16.84 

9 • Van 1979'1 38631.4 23?467 11.99 

•• Ttlrkey Total 805639 40347?19 1983a>O 30.6? 

10. w.Azerbijan 43660 1407602 960840 22.00 
11. Kormans bah ~82.5 1030712 588829 23.98 
12. Kurd1stan 24998 "182440 5.92015 23.6J 

Iran l'otal 1648000 33708'1"~2 178540'54 10.83 
13. ·Al-Tameom 19543 462027 238622 12 .. 17 
14. Dhok (f.tosul) 50881 954175 564477 11.09 
16. Arb1l 15315 380285 226068 14..76 
16. Al.tlulementya 11993 4032a'> 1305539 23.09 

Iraq, Total 438446 8261.52? 54~~23 10.62 

Kurd1S tan Total 284413. 5 9457240 7192743 25.29 

--.. ... ......... .,......_ 



Location and 
Group Siee 

!lld 
I4ore than 
I t,oo,ooo 

'labAa Jio, G 
Urban Centres 

N a.me of c1 ty 

Kermans bah,. 
Rezalyeb, 
Ham a dan 

II. so,ooo-t,oo,ooo K.hoy city 
SannandaJ 

III. 2s.ooo-so,ooo Mababad 
Islamabad 
Song or 

M1Joal.Obb 
Salmes (Shabpur) 

14alarer 
Ilom 
l4obvand 

IV. 20' 000-25,000- Nagudan 

Quaser-Sb1 r111 

Bukan 

v. 15,000·20,000 Songorawz. 
Sarpol-e-zohab 
Bars in 
B1Jar 
Kungavar 
Bancb 

Tu.rys erken 

123 

Abrr. Of Urban 
Provinces popula-
1n wblob tlon 
u.c. 1s 1976 
situated 

,f 

(Ker) 290600 
(rJ.A.) 164419 
(Ker) 165?85 

(l-1. A.) 70367 
(Kur) 95,872 

(W.A.) 44,06? 
(Ker) 30,000 
(Kur) 3>,661. 
(W.A.) 27,639 
(li.A.) 27,638 
(Ker) 47,117 
(Ker) 32,476 
(Ker) 29,509 

Cv-. A.) 23,836 
(Ker) 23,224 
(W.A.) 20,579 

(Ker) 19,702 
(Iter) 18,522 
(Ker) 18,002 
(Kur) 17,224 
(Ker) 16,396 
(K.ur) 15.552 
(Ker) 18,673 



VI 10,000-15,000 Murlvan (KUr) 13,610 

Takab (li. A.) 12,895 

t.falal c1 ty (rJ. A.) 11,966 
l.(orvcb (Kur) 11,518 
Sahnen (Ker) 11,133 
P1vanshahr city (W. A • .) 10,572 
Su4clasbt (W.A.) 10,207 

Babar (Ker) 14,489 

U!Aa 
1. More than 1,00,000 Kirmk (Klr) 1,67,413 

II. so,ooo-1,oo,ooo . ArbS.l (A.rb11) 90,320 
Sula1man1ya (Al-Sul) 86,822 

III. 26,000-50 ,ooo - - -
IV. 2o,ooo-2s,ooo - - -
v. 15,000-20,000 · Dbok (Db.ok) 16,998 

. VI. 10 ,ooo-1s,ooo Zakho (Dbok) 14,790 
Tooz (al-Tam) 13,860 
Halabeha (Al-Sul) 11,206 
Ko1san3aq (Arb1) 10,338 

'mRI£$1 
I. l4ore than 1,oo,ooo D1yarbak1r 1,69,535 

II. 50,ooo-l,001000 Batman (S11rt) 64,384 
Van ea,ooa 

II.I •. 2s,ooo-so,ooo 14ardin 36,629 
Siirt 35,654 
Agr1 35,284 
Silvan (Dlyar) 29,599 



·, 30 
J~ 

Tutran (Bitlis) 29,2?1 
Mus 27,761. 
BitliS 25,054 

IV. 20,000-25,000 Nusayb1n (1-tutt.in) 231S4 

.8rc18 (Van) 22,351 
B1ngol 22,047 
Erg ani (D1yar) m.,9ae 
Kizlltege (Mardin) 21,531 

v. 15,000-20 ,ooo Diogubeyaz1t (Agrl) 17,512 
Midyat (14ar41n) 16,905 
Patnos (Agri) l5,Ql8 
Ciare (ltardln) 15,557 

VI. l0,000-15,000 Der1k (Hardin) 13,292 
Marzgtrt (Mus) 13,094 
Bismil (Diya) 12,775 
Hukkar1 11,735 
Sirbak (Siirt) 10,587 
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:rablg NQ.2 
~EX RATIO DISTRIBUTIOt~ 

Total t·1ale Female Female 
Provinces popula- per 1000 

t1on males 
... 1275 • ,, 

1. Agr1 330201 176676 153525 "868.9 
2. B1ngol 210804 110954 99850 899.8 
a. Bitlis 2183>5 115956 102350 882.6 
4. Diyarbaklr 651233 343197 307436 894.2 
5. Hakka:o1 12€03 6 68264 57772 846.3 
e. Mardin 519687 269675 250012 972.0 
7. Mus 267'&03 138880 128323 923.9 
s. 811rt 3B1503 201023 180480 897.8 
9. V'an 386314 203229 183085 900.8 

Turkey Total 40347719 207447:!> 19tt\2989 984.9 
10. 1'1. Aza.rba1J an 1407604 729at.4 6?S285 930.0 
11. Kermansbah 103071.4 520287 490L~7 942.2 
12. 1Curd18 tan 782410 4.1.()4..77 371952 906.1 

Iran Total 33708744 17356.~7 16462397 947.9 
13. .~\ 1-TamoGm 4~27 2'98037 223990 940.9 
14, Dhok 954167 489289 4648~ 950.0 
15. ,\rb1l 360286 181395 172890 922.5 
16. Al-.>uleo aniya 4.03220 210262 ls.t758 941.1 

Iraq Tt.Jtal 8261527 4155201 405~~6 976.2 



'lal.W! uo.,a 
L I TBRA c 7 

TotcU. Total Total Illi~.W!FO t I 
&rf.l. Uli- I 111 t.e-

Province popula- tlale female Male tna e l·!ale Veoa- rate 
tion le total 

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 8 9 

1. Agr1 22139 118445 103694 59332 89393 26.10 4.0.24 65.94 
2 •. Blngol 136095 70746 66149 3Sl60 53)39 ' 26.42 33.?4 G5.16 
3. Bitlis 143194 76895 6GS89 42057 58~1 29.25 40.GO 69.85 

4. Dtyarbald.r 445145 2331. "11 2ll9t~ 1?.3861 1 'i8546 27.82 40.11. 69.93 
s. Hakkarl 7'?6?1 41999 356"'12 2'10?2 32847 34.85 4? .. 28 17.13 
6. Nurdln 347632 178435 169197 104453 150519 30.04 43.29 ?3.33 
7. I.fus 1?3512 89571 83941 45241 718E8 26.07 4.1.41 67.84 
8. S11rt 324477 120624 m.as~'l "it)939 99311 30.25 42.35 72.60 
9. Van 255425 1359?9 119546 27?89 95625 28.49 37.43 65.92 

10. Turkey 'lotal 29273361 14798036 14415325 4393495 8424043. 15.00 23.77 43.79 
lD. w. t\zarba1~an 1407004 729319 ~285 392712 640919 32.52 94.50 86.8) 
11. i\ermans bab 103>714 502287 490227 327683 401005 31.79 81.80 ?0.70 
12. Kurdtstan 182440 410477 37J.952 325495 354470 41.60 95.3) 86~40 

Iran 1'otal 33708144 1 735634? 16452397 10432610 1~6917 36.9~3 39.&> ?0.00 
13. t\1- fameam 388839 198112 8051.5 117597 191156 30.24 35.3) 66.54 
14~ Dbok 755446 382955 372492 221.009 26:1211 29.96 34.99 63.95 
15. ,~rbll 2'73383 13'"1957 135426 88384 103520 32.32 37.86 70.18 
16. ll.l-Sulalmaniya 3>4895 159624 146071 1019a> 110026 33.44 36.08 69.52 



Table No.9 

t--Jorkers 1n Different Occupations 

IRAN As no. of' tiorkers, lh ;6age 
(in Hundreds) ............. ~~...- _,_,.-elll .... ........, 

no. or in Indus- Cons- Water Trade Tr:ms- Services Others 
-- Provinces workBrs Agricu- trios true- and pOl"t 

lture t1on Else-
triot-

'0•-~ -. .. & T 

I RAil 44751. 2331.4 6.1.86 2445 100 1277 545 1511. 313 A 

52.1 13.82 5.46 0.22 2.85 1.22 3.51 0.70 B 

Wosr azerbaiJan 246.1. 2239 40 20 0 5Ei 14 60 32 A 

90.98 1.63 0.81 0 2.28 0.57 2.84 1.30 B 

Kermans bah 3403 2416 583 212 1 120 3P. 90 23 A 

70.0 17.13 6.23 0.03 3.53 0.94 2.64 0.69 B 

Kurdistan 1428 1261. 19 55 0 26 7 3) 32 A 

M.3l 1.33 3.85 0 1.82 0.49 2.10 2.24 B 

Ooto 1- Sio1lar data break detm for Iraqi and Turkish parts is not available 



.IIl!l&l No.J.Q 
No. of Hospitals, Beds an~ Doctor's by Provinces 

1976-1918 
.. • II .... II 

%~ .to country's No. Bo. No. 

Provinces ot ot Beds ot 11osj0Z·1fctdS DOctors 
Hospi- Doc to-
tala 1'$ 

19?8 

1,. Agr1 4 150 34 .51 .17 .11 
2. B1ngol 4 130 12 .51 .11{; .04 

· 3o Bitlis 4 145 16 .51 .16 .os 
4. D1yabald.r 16 1?60 337 2.06 2.03 1.1? 
5 Htlkkarl 2 60 13 .25 .oe .04 
6 11ard1n 5 270 37 .64 .31 .12 
7 J.tus 3 210 18 .38 .24 .06 
8 Siirt 7 3a) 45 .90 .35 .15 
9. Vaa 4 220 56 .51 .26 .19 

)8 'fttrkey Total 7?6 86526 2€767 
10 \1. A zarba1J an 20 1160 252 3.98 2.38 2.03 
11 Kermanshab 23 1845 382 4.57 a. 18 3.07 
12 Kurdi.Gtan 9 410 121 1.79 .84 .97 
Iran Total 503 48800 12440 

13 Al•Tamee.m. 8 71.0 81 4.79 3.04 4.01 
14 DtlCk 5 217 39 2.99 1.18 1.93 
15 Arbll 9 833 67 5.38 3.57 3.32 
16 al-Sulemantya 16 804 69 s.ss 3.44 3.42 

Ir&q T•?tal 167 23324 0017 

Kurdistan 'fotal l~ 9244 1587 
I._.,..~........_ .... I I ._ ... _ ... 

. 3' J.. 't 



table No. 11 

Land Use 

Description or land Area Percen-

1. 

2. 

a. 
4. 

in sq. km. tagee to 
total land 

Forest 910123 32 

Pasture and tt.oun tainous 796357 28 

Cultivable Fallow 455061 16 

Cultivated 682592 24 

(1) Irrigated (398118) (14.4) 

(11) Non-irrigated (284413) (9. 6) 

Total 

Sources 

2844135 100 

Collected from Annual Abstract ot 
Statistic, Iraq, 1976, 

Statts tical Year Book of 1\lrkey 19?9 
and Ghossarnleou A.R., lturdista.n and 
the Kurela (Prague 1965). 



tab1t .fl p. 12 
Use ot Cultivable (Sown) area 
in Iran- and Kurdls tan 1974 

Area 1n '000 Beet. A-Area, B-Percentage 

Total Met Cultl- Curre-
Provinces sown. vable nt 

waste tallow 

i33 

Jl;tX F&£miDL 
Fruit- Yon-
tul trult-

tul. 

1. w.Azerba1Jars. 907 409 96 348 37 17 A 

a. 

3. 

100 40.0 10.00 38.37 4.08 1.87 B 

Kermansbah 1725 927 48 735 29 19 A 

100 53.74 2. ?B 42.61 1.68 1.10 B 

lturd1Btan 1243 GOB 35. 583 9 8 A 

100 48.91 2.82 46.90 0.56 0.64 B 

Total 3875 1944 119 1666 1&. 44 A 

100 49.21. 5.36 42.96 2.1 1.2 B 

Sources- r-antstry or Agriculture and Natural 
Resources (Tehran, 1974), Table 3, P-. 210. 

t1 ote a- Such a break dovn 1s not av a1lable in 
tho case ot Turkey and Iraqi part. 



137 

Table no.l3 
Pr1nc1pal Crop 

! 

Sl.· Province Bar- L1hoa.t Queen 141lot t4a1zo Rice 
no. loy ·Gram 

1. :t.grl 9.56 10.05 - 6.92 23.18 - ·A 
59 13> - 800 300 - B 

2. Bingol 0.10 0.96 - 68.53 10.66 9.~ A 
a 20 - 1440 350 200 B 

a. Bitlis 0.40 0.37 - '18.43 3.35 6.08 A 
1 10 - 2130 91 165 B 

4. Diyarbaldr 0.63 1.95 - 15.56 1.0. 38 51.88 A 
51 118 - 1500 1000 6000 B 

5. Bukharl - 0.58 - 64.30 9.94 24.85 A - 2 - 200 34 85 B 

6. Nardin 4.t50 4.85 ..... - 14. 61. 20.46 A 
77 83 - - 250 350 B .. 

7. i4us o.·32 1.?0 - - 41.48 - A 
a 43 - 1050 - B 

s. Sirt 1.91 . 4.17 - - '24.31 A 
11 24 - - - 140 B 

9. Van 1.69 12.58 - 48.37 10.98 - A 
7 52 - 200 48 ~ B 

10 West Azarbal~an ll.e57 65.44 13.26 - - 0.26 A 
24000 lS:>OOO 41at.2 - - ~164 ~ 

11. Kemanshab· 11.96 72.89 12.93 - - e .. o? A 
40000 233000 93404 - - 1993 B 

12. Kurdistan 5.63 85.33 4.41. - - - A 
lOOOn 130000 25007 - - - B 

13. Al.tarrunem 21.10 ?S. 27 - 0.27 - ,.24 A 
26500 75800 - 2611 - 310 B 

14. Dbok 9.98 79.45 0.14 0.33 2.05 1.62 A 
3300 32400 37 299 4 2540 B 

15. Arb11 20. '10 71. 91 o.oa - 0.02 026 A 
29700 72(00 o.oo - 47 430 B 

16. Al-Sulemaniya 26.66 63.25 o.oa o-12 - 1.29 A 
35100 101200 25 492 - 4920 B 

,. ............. J_ ' 



Sl. 
no. 

Table No. 14 
~••• ... ••-s • ..., 

Prov1nelalw1se Dlstr1but1on or Live-stock 1974/76 

'\ '1 ·~ 

J..o.Ju 

Ai L1 vc Stock he adS, B • Dens 1 ty per sq. kms. 

Province Area Sheep Goats Poultry 
aq.kmS. 

1. \'Jest Azarba1Jan 43660 15729~ 691187 367226 A 
(3002) (1583) (841) B 

2. Kermanshab 62882 1863527 1474147 459224 A 

(2963) (2344) (7~) B 

a. 1Curd1stan 24900 1011359 571 '702 21951.1 A 
(4045) (2287) (874) B 

4. .l\l-'l'ame3tl 9426 520705 151446 4814.02 A 
(5524) (1606) (5107) B 

. s. D'bok 6374 141621 250493 109331 A 

(2221} (3929) (1751) B 

6. Arb1l 14428 291211 287305 1170900 A 
(2018) (1991) (8115) B 

1. At-Sulemaniya 16482 556308 511666 430161. A 
(3318) 31.03) (2G09) B 

Total 178253 5958169 3931936 2946815 

Soureo1 (i) Hationa.l Census of Iran, Uinistr1 ot 
Agr1cul ture and R a tural ras ources, p. 288. 

(11) Annual abstract ot st'ltist1cs, 1976, 
section 3, p.lOl 

note . Similar data break down for Iraqi ttnd • 
'iurklsh parts not available. 
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la!ll B lis:a. l 5 

Employes Engaged in dtrrerent Oe~pat1on 
Iran and Iraq 1976 

Aa .lf!mployes, Ba Percentage 

Sl. Employes Trade in Total 
Ro. in Industries and serv1-

Large Small Private ces 
services 

1. West Azerba1J an 4000 7000 6000 17000 A 

23.53 41.18 32.29 100 B 

2. Kermans bah 58300 15200 9000 82500 A 

70.G7 18.42 10.91 100 B 

a. Kurdlsbtan 1900 3300 3)00 8200 A 

23.17 40.24 36.59 100 B 

4. Al-tameen 1953 8580 605? 1803 18383 A 

12.89 55.74 39.39 11.71 100 B 

s. Dbok 14 633 1495 444 2636 A 

0.53 25.91 56.71 16.84 100 B 

G. ArbU 529? 4042 51.23 1410 15873 A 

33.37 25.4? 32.28 s.ss 100 B 

7. Al-Sulemaniya 812 1440 8886 2069 15936 A 

5.50 26.09 56.00 13.03 100 B 

w l .. , ............... _ -............-···-· . .............. 

Note,- Data similar to tbis break down tor 
Turkish part not available. 
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APPBilDlX 

THB 1'REA 'ff OF SEVRES 
(lOth (lugus t 1920) 

Section III (Article'!,. 62-6!?.. 

Article 62 

Appondix - 1 

A Commission, bavtng its seat tn Constantinople and 

mads up of' three members appointed by the Government ot 

B:r1ta1nt France and Italy, will, during tho siX montbJ 

following the 1mplemantatlan ot tbe present treaty. propare 

tor local autonomy 1n tbose regions whore the Kurdish ele

ment is preponderant lying east ot tho Euphrates 1 to tbe 

soutb or a still-to-be established Armenian frontier and to 

the north or tho frontier between 1Urkey1 Syria and Mesopo

tamia; as established 1n Article 27 11 {2 and 3). 

Should agreement on any ques t1on not bG unanimous 1 

the mombers or tba Commission wiU ref'er it back to their 

respective Governments. Tba plan must provido complete 

guaranttes as to the protection or the A.Ssyto chaldeans and 

otb3r -ottmic or religious minorities 1n tb.9 area. To th1S 

end n commission made up of British. French, Italian, Persian 

and Kurdish representatives will visit the area so as to 

deterolne what adjustments, it anr, should be made to the 

'l'urk1sb tronticr wherever it coincides wttb the Pers:lan 

tront:ler as laid down 1n this treaty. 



II 

Article 63 

The Ottoman Govemment agrees as ot now to accept 

and execute the decisions ot the two commissions env1sa8e4 

tn t\rticlo 62 w1th1n three montb9 of being not~fied of 

those dee1s1ons. 

Article 64 

It, af'tor one year has elapsed s1nco tho 1mplomenta

t1on or tba present treaty, tt:e Kurd1oh population ot the 

areas daslgnatec!t in Article 62 calls on the Council ot the 

League or Nations and demonstrates that a majority ot the 

population 1n theso areas w1Shas to becomo 1nc.'lopandent or 
Turkey 61ld it the Council then o~t1matas that the population 

in quos tion 1s capable of such independence arid recommends 

that lt be granted, then Turkey agrees, as or now, to comply 

with this recommendaticn snd to renounce all risnts and 

titles to the area. 'l'h& details ot this renunciation vlll 

be the subJoct of' special convention between 1\lrkey and 

the main Allied P01r1ers. 

It and when tbe said renuno1alt1on 1s made, no 

obJection shall be raised by tbe main Alllod powers should 

the 1\u.rdS 11v1ng 1n that part or Ku.rd1Stan at present 1nclu-
' 

de d. 1n tbe V1layet or Hosul seek to become ot t1zens of t~ 

newly indep:mcient, Kurd1sb state. 
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AppendiX . II 

THE Mt\RCH MANIFESTO 

Declaration ot the Revolution Command Council 
on the Poacetul and Democratic Settlement ot 

the Kurdish Quas tion 

(1) Tho Kurd1Sh language shall, side by side wltb the 

Arable language, be an official. language in the areas 

populated by a maJority_ot Kurds. Tbs Kurdish language 

shall be the lanauage ot instruction in these areas. The 

Arabic ld.Ilguago shall be taught 1n all schools where 

teaching 1s conducted in Kurdish. Tge I~dish language 

shall be taught elsewhere 1n Iraq as a second language 

wttbln tilo tb3 limits pros crlbed by tbe law. 

(2) It has been one ot the matn concerns ot t be revolu

tionary government to secure part1o1.pation by our Kurdish 

brothers in Govemmsnt and eliminate any dlscr1m1nat1on 

bebreen Kurds and other nntlonsls 1n regard to holding 

public ottices including sensitive and important ones as 

cabinet ministries, army commandS otc. while endorsing 

this pr1nc1pla, tho rovolut1onary government stresses the 

nefld tor endeavouring to haw the pr1nc1plo aohieved 1n 

fair proporttons with due care to eons1dorat1ons or mer1ts, 

th9 popu~tion ratio and the deprivations experienced by 

our Kurdish brothers 1n tb.9 past. 

(3) In view ot the backWardness experienced 1n the past 
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by tho Kurdish nat1cmal1t7 1n tb.a cultural and oducatlonal. 

. domains,. a plan should be worked out tor the troatment 

ot thiS bac1Giarc1ness. 
1 

'?b1s 18 to be aobioved tbrou.gh. 

(a) Implemen·ts.ng explditiously tbe roooluttons of the 

Re'lolutton Command Council in. regard to tba language and 

cultural rights or ths Kur.tU.sh people and tying up tho 

preparation and direction or special programmes on Kurdish 

national af't"a1rs in. the radio and 1'f network to tb9 Direc

torate General of Kurdish Culture and Information. 

(b) Reinstating students who were d1smissed or bad to 

leave school because ot former eond1 t1ons of' violence 1n 

the area. 'fh3so students should ba allowed to return to 

their respoctivo schools regardless ot age limits or else 

have a conven1en t romecly sug~es ted tor their problem. 
\ 

(c) Building mora scbools 1n tbe Kurdish area, elevating 

the standardS or edUcation and admitting, a t a fair rate, 

tturdlsh students to tn1vers1t1es and Bil1tary colleges and 

granting them scholarships. 

(4) In tho adm1n1strat1ve units populated by a Kurd!Sb 

maJority, gove~ent otr1c1als shall be appointed from 

among KurdS or persons well versed in the Kurdish language 

OS long as these are available. The principal Govarnmont 

tunctlonarles - govomor, dlS trict officer (Qa1muqam) 
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director ot pollee, director or security oto. - shall be 

drawn tr=m aaong the KurdS. Steps s ball S.mme41ately be 

taken to develop state organs 1n tbs area in consultation 

w1tbtft the framework ot the Blgb Com$1ttoe supe~lstng 

the 1mplemen.tat1cm ot tbls Manites to in a manner ensuring 

1ta proper enforcement and conaolidatlng national unity and 

stability. 

(5) The tlovornmont recognizes tbo r1abt or tbe Kurdish . 
people to set up studont, youtb, women and toaehoro organi

zations ot their own. 'l*beso organizations shall be aft111a.

ted 1n tbe national counterparts 1n Iraq. 

(G) (a) i'ha validity of' paras (1) and (2) o~ t~ Revolution 

Cotunand Council's D3oree Ilo. 59 dated l\ugus t s, 19a31 shall 

be extended to the date ot th3 1 ~suance ot this ltan~ea to. 

This s ball cover all or tbose w bo took part 1n hts t11i ties 

1n tba Kurdlsb area. 

(B) l:iorkers, governm3nt tunct1onor1cs ond emploJGes, both 

c1vil1an and o111tar.v, shall co bnck to aerv1e0 without tbis 

being sub3eot to cadre cona1derat1ons. The o1v111an personnel 

sb:lll be postea to tho KurdiSh area. w1tb1n the limits or 

1 ts requ1rooents. 

( 7) (a) A comm1 ttoe or s poc1al1s ttl shall ba forced to speed 

up too upl1tt or tba KurtUs b area 1n oU res pacta and proY1de 

lndemn1 ties tor the ai'f'l1ct1on or the past number or years , 

side by side wltb drawing up an adoquato budget tor all ot 
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tn18. The committee 1n ctues t1on shall be attached to the 

~11n1stry ot Nortbom Affairs. 

(b) The economic plan s haU be 4rawn up 1n such a way 

as to ensure equal development tor various parts ot lraq, wlth 

due attention to tbe backwarc! concllt1on.s ot tho KUrdish area. 

(c) Pension salaries sball bo made available to the 
I 

tamllles of members of the Kur41sb armed movement who met 

w1th martyradom 1n tho regrettable hostl.lltles as well as 

to those rendered lnoapacltated or dtstlaures. Tbis sball 

be rogulo.t·ed 1n a special lsg1slat1on patternecl on tba e:x1S• 

t!ng lava or the land.-

(4) Speedy acti~ shall be taken to bring relief to 

aggrieved and needy pel'S ons by means ot building housing 

un1 ta and other pro3ects ensur1ng work to tbe unemployed 

offering appropriate aid both in kind and in cas b and 

granting reasonable 1ndemn1t1es to aggrieved persons wbo 

s tan4 1n need tor belp. Tbis shall be the .respons1b111 ty 

or-·ths 111gb Committee, wltb the oxceptiOft or those spoo1t1e4 

1n the abo\18 parss. 

(8) the 1nbab1 tan ts ot Arab and Kur61s b villages s ball be 

· l'Gpatriated to their plaCGS ot hab1 tatlon. As to villagers 

whose villages lle 1n areas requisitioned by the Govemment 

tor punl1c utility purposes 1D accordance with the provisions 

ot the law, thoy shall be settled in ae1ghbour1Dg districts 

and sh.!lll ba compensated tor whatever loss they might have 

incurred as a result. 
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(9) Steps shall be taken to speed up the implementa-

tion or the Agrarian Reform Law 1n the KurcU.sb GNa and 

have the Law amended 1n such a way as to ensure tbG 11qu1-

dat1on or all feudalistic relat1onshlp, banding our appro

priate plots of land to all peasants and wa1v1ng tor tb.em 
\_ 

agricultural tax arrefl.rs tor the dUration or the regre-

ttable bost111t1es. 

(10) It bas been agreed to amend the Interim Constitu

tion as follows 1 

(8) The people or Iraq are composed pf two pr1nolpal 

nat1onal1 ties a the Arab nat1ona11 tjt and tbe Kurdlsb natio

nality. This Constitution l'eoogn1zea t~ national rights 

ot the Kurdlsb people and the rigbts or all natlonalltles 

w1th1n tbs tramework of tho lraq1 ~lt7. 

(b) The following paragraph shall be added to Article 

(4) of the Canstltutlaru "Tbe Kur41sb langua~e shall be, b 

beside the Arable language, an ott1c1al language 1n the 

Kurdish area. 

(c) 'ibis aU shall be dont1rmed tn the parmanent 00D.Stl

tut1on. 

(11) Tbe broad cas tlng s tat1on and tbe beavy arms shall be 

liven back to tbe Government - th1s being tied up to the 

implementatlcm ot tbo final stages ot tbe agreement. 
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(12) One ot the Vice-Presidents ot the Republic shall be 

a Kurd. 

(13) The Governorates Law shall be amended 1n a way 

conforming w1tb the contents ot this Manifesto. 

(14) Followina the issuance or the Man.ltes to, necessary 

steps shall be to.ken 1n consultation w1tb the Higb Commi

ttee supervising its enforcement to un1t1 the governorates 

and adm1n1strat1Ye units populated by a Ku.rdlsb maJority 

as shown by the ott1o1al census to be carried out. The 

State shall endeavour to develop thiS administrative unity 

and deepen and broaden tbe Kurtis b people's process ot 

exorolaing their national rlghts as a measure ot ensuring 

self-rule. Bending tbe real1zat1an or administrative unit, 

Kurdish national atta1.rs sball be coordinated by means or 
periodical meetings between the High Committea and tbe 

gcwernors ot the ~orthem area. AS salt-rule 1s to be 

established within tbe framework ot the Republic ot Iraq, 

the exploitation ot the natural r1cb.es in tho area shall 

obYiously be tbe prerogative ot tbe autboriti .. or the 

Re)N.bl1c. 

(15) The Kurdish people shall contribute to tbUeg1slat1ve 

power 1n proportian to tbelr ratio ot tho population ot Iraq. 

Kurdish Countr.vmen 1 

Those accampllsbmentB ach1oved by tbe Revolution are 
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notblng more tban a step up tb.s ladder ot atta11l11lg your 

national obJectives 1n tbe shade of this beloved bomeland 

an" tbo Wlity or its great people. Htstort will bear 

witness that you never hatl and never will have as dependa

ble brothers end allies as tb3 Arab people. 

Messes ot our great people t. 

lt 18 your wUl tor national u.ntty vbieb will tr1um

pb 1n the end. All attempts made to undermine tour m111-

tan.t cobeslon shall ttet smashed upon tba rook of your 

maturity and your determtnat1an to live up to your historic 

respons1b111 ties. Ynr a truggllng masses are today a baking 

ott tbe dust of the intrigues spun by tbe enemies and greedy 

elements and are proceeding band 1D band vigorously and 

resolutely tor bacld.n.g up tbe maJor cause- ot the Arab nation, 

namel.r, Pales tine •· and tor ·realizing your sublime obJeo t1ve 

1n respect to unity, l1bert.r and socla11am. 

Masses or our struggling Arab IIatlon ! 

A page of tbe hl.story ot this struggllng country 18 

tbus folded out and a new br1gbt one 18 opened by tbe Revo

lution and by all tree militant a trugglers ot tbJ.s home

land. . On tbls beloved so11, tb~ bon&J of attect1cm1 peace 

and fraternity are reJuvenated between two nationalities 

tbat are held together by a long record or common struggle 

across history. Today, tomorrw and tor ever, they shall 

have endless bonour across b1story. Today, tomorrow and 

for .ever they shall bave the bonour or reviving common 
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struggle tor vanquishing tba enemies ot tba two natltma-

11 t1GS and tho enetlies ot peoples and humant t.r 1n 1 t8 

entirety• namely, ZlonlsJD, imporiallsm and backvarc!ness. 

they shall have the honour or Joint contribution to backlng 

up nan's s•ruggle tor Uberation and progress and tor 

oonsol1"at1ng the c1vU1Bat1on ot the age on foundations 

ot rigbt, equality and 3ust1ce among all peoples. 

Forv ard for o~on s truggle1 commOIJ hopes and come on 

nationaliSt and bu.man vlctorlea. 

Ths Revolutlan Command Council 
11/3/1970 
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A.UTON01>1I LAW 
I..sll No. 33 ot 19?4 

AppendiX Ill 

Autonomy For The Region Ot KUrdistan 

PAR! ONE 
Fundamen tala ot AU tOD.ODlJ 

Cbapter One 
Article One 

(A) The Beg1on or Kv41stan sball enJoJ eutonomy and be 

callec! "tb.a Region" whenever it 1s mentioned bere1natter. 

(B) Tbe Region shall be so detlned as to be populated 

by a maJ or1 ty ot KurdS and tbe general census s ball s pe

o1ty the demarcation of the Reglon 1n accordance v1 th tbe 

provisions ot March 11 Manifesto ao4 tho general census 

recordS otlD57 sball 'be tbe foundation tor defining tbe 

national nature or the absolute population maJor1tJ 1n 

the places where general census 1s to be conducted. 

(C) Tho Region shall be cons1aered an 1ntegral adm1n1s-

trat1ve unit enJoying a Jur1d1cal personality and autonom1 

witbin. the framework ot tbe legal, political and economic 

1ntegr1ty or tba Republic or Iraq, and the administrative 

d1v1s1ons therein sbaU be condUcted 1n accordance wttb 

the pr1v1s1orui Ot the Govemorstes 1 ~t witb due CODS1de

rat1on to the provisions or tbis Law. 

~ 

(D) The Re~lon 1s an integral part or the Iraqi torr! tory 

and tts people is an lntogral part of tbe Iraqi people. 

(E) The c1tJ or Arb1 shall be tho Ch1et-Town tortbe 

administration or autonomy. 
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(F) The a&nlaistrat1ve organs or autonom)' sbaU bo part 

ot tb9 administrative orgens 1n the Ropublic or Iraq. 

ARTICLE 1WOa 

(A) The Kurdish language shall bo th9 off'1c1al language, 

bes14~ the Arabic language 1n tbe Region. 

(B) fbe Kurct1Bh language sball b9 the lanauege of' edU- · 

cation tor IturGs 1n tho Re31on, and the toaobing ot 

Arabic shall be compulsory 1n all stag:la and institutions 

or education. 

(C) .G~cational 1nst1tut1ons shall be esto.blisbed 1n 

the Region tor tho Arabs, wherein eduoa tions hall bo in 

Arable and the Kurdish language shall bo taught 1n a 

compulsory manner. 

(D) All citizens 1n the Region sbaU enJoy tho option 

to Jo1n tbo schools tor their education, regardless of 

tb31r mother tongue. 

(E) Education shall be subJect, 1n all stages 1n tbe 

_Region, to th9 general educational policy ot the state~ 

1\R?ICLE THRSE a 

lA) The r1~hts and liberties or tba Arabs snd l'l1nor1-

t1es 1n tba Region shall be guarenteed 1n accortJa.nce wt th 

tha prov1.s10DS of the Constitution, laws and resolutions 
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pJ}Omulgatoa 1n tbat connection, and the autonomy admln1s

trat1on shall be btnmd to guarantee too1r exerctae. 

(B) Meabers ot the Arab nationality and m1nor1t1es 1n 

tb9 Region s~ be represented 1n all autonomous bodies, 

ln proportion ot their ratio to tbapopulation ot the 

RRegton, and sball ·participate 1n asswntng public ctvtl 

service posts • in acoord.ance vith lavs and regulations 

eoverning them. 

AR'l'IOLS FOUR a 

Judicature sball be independent and void or any 

other control. or the law and tbe legal formations 1a. tho 

Region shall cons t1 tute an 1n togral part ot the legal 

system 1n tho Republic ot Iraq. 
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