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PREFACE

Kardistan iz an othmic regiem par excellonce and
has boea a‘cénatant irritation fer the natiem states which
have cayTed eut their beurndaries acress the territery, It
is net & preblem which comfremts the preseamt pelitical symdreme
But it has survivead threugh mamy cemturies amd the facters
responeible for its: v 11 critical pelitical csituatiem are
varied sut categerically they are either tramsmatienal withinm
the gesgraphical milieu er exterier im character, Balamcing
the twe, one weuld apsert that the truely imtermatiemal
ferces amnd precesses have played havec im thig case, Whether
it was Otteman sultaomgs or the former Shahs ef Iram, they
actad at the bohest of imtematienal agenc&ea‘ﬁg even the
precent pelitical leadaership ef ths three majer cemstituting

matien gtates have deme se, o v
' ' ; ° Cip Bt 42 49 E.
: 32°20 N Yo 34 5eN. 2q 42 BV 48 &

Kurdistan (latltudaLand lolgitudeﬁ)with its preseat
gesgraphical afaa of 284413 Sq. Km, amd the tetal pepulatisn
of 9457240 (1975) cuts acress lran, Iraq, Turkey, Syria Wt
in the pressaF study emly Syria ie excluded for ebvieus reasem
that Syriam tarritery i¢ ef margimal Kurdish maturs, The
preseat geodxaphical dalimitaotien is deing deme primarily
er the Basis ef percemtage pepulatiem spesking Kurdish
language as well as the supperting histerical evidemces,
Hewovar, it has beam a difficult questien which ferastalls
aay attampt fer exact demarcatiem, Kurdistam as a pelitical
catity has naver been a reality except for a vary brief

peried of histery,
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all
Kurdistam 1ig a phyuiogzaphic;éomplex region with

deep gerges, steep slepes, and marrew fertile plaims im
asseciatien with the harsh climate, varying frem smew cevered,
frest-Bitten werth amd nerth-west te the semi-arid tracts ef
south and seuth west, Primary activitieces demimate the scene-'
nic fakrics ef the regiem where the cultivatien, beth
permanont 2ad shifting helds & prademinant positiemn in terms
of percentage distriltioer of populatien ard the ceatributien
teo the Gress Demestic praducts. Aaimal hushkandry is im much
vegue and gives an umique character te the ragien and, the
pseple, Mimeorals ars fav and limited except the recqantly
dinceverad eil fields im Iraqi Kurdistam amnd they de net
suppert a reasemable imdustrial mase which acceunts fer its
aconenmic backwardmess, Natural milieu‘aud seclie-political

anvirenment has beem raspensible for its backwardmess,

The presamt study aims te study seme ef the vital
agpacts of tha ragienal structure ef Kurdistam but it remaims
te be still fulfilled as the data ond imfermotiem base is
rather weak and umreliakle, Evem bread gtatistics issued
from time te time By the thras matiem states is met availamle
fer a very lerg spam ef time, In the absence of any time
saries data partaiming te any aspect ef its regiemal structurs,
the study camnet decipher any devolepment tramds ef the regiem,
Anether sigmificant hurdle has besn the nen-~cemparability ef
the data available, It 18 primarily because the thrae
matien states with distimct and well<idesmtified individualistic
system, Further, it ceuld be emphasised that all this data

and imfermatien is availabkle in three lanquages - Arakic, Turkis
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and Persian « which make it an enommeus task eof getting it
remdered '
.= . . inte Emglish, The data in English is eftem publishsd

But that gives a very bread gemaralised picture,

Comnsidering the basic difficulties of acquiriag
documents, maps, dato and informatiem at thig place eof
werking uphn a éisnertatipa. it ceuld be rather explicit te
add here that the applicatien ef gstatisticel and quontitative
.77 T techmiques, which are new an essential ingradieat of a
geegraphical study, is rather difficult and therefere,
inspite ef the knewledge and awarcness amnd ability te do se,
it ceuld net be dene, and that teo, rightly se. Hewaever,
wheraver it has baen pessible it has been dene accerdingly,
Because of lack of comparability of data, beth im terms eof
the geegraphical umits and the peint ¢f time relating te the
th-kesa natien states, the gephisticated cartegraphic techmiques
ceuld net be applied, Hewever, in the absemca of guch
tachniques, the gap is compemsatoed by viewing and amalysing
the pattera, treads, precesses amd preblems ef tho regiemal
structu re, edjectivaly, Fu.rthor. it sheuld bs made very
clear that beccusc of ebvieus reasems ef data and imformatiem
limitatien, mamny such aspects like the questien ef regiema-
licatien as well as amalysias eof tremspert netwerk etc, are

net tackled,

Tharcfere, ene csuld add here that the s ceps of the
present study ceuld ke 2ll cemprehcmsivae but asgentially it
has tumed sut to be rother limited, This ceuld enly be



Iv

expanded and systematisead whem eme preceeds for the field
study and vigits thaeso parﬁa vand cenducts em spet imquiries,
At the M,FPhil, level, it is net faasgible, partly due te

the gpecified limited time and part:iy due te the system eof
sending the research studemts te the fleld fo;[tl‘ge Ph,D, level
study, This means all such lacquamag weuld he leekcd after

in the future whem ene hasg the chance t» visit these areasg,

The subjectmatter ¢f the present dissertatien is
divided inte the follewing chapters,i.e,, (1) Dmrcatien
and Delimitatien of the Area, (2) Geagraphical Frame -werk
(3) Kurdistan threugh Passage ef Time, (4} Demegraphic
aspect ef Kurdistan .and (6) Rag:lluall and ‘Iatennuonal
fdrcas and Quaétian of mtenenmy, The im:t is supperted _
with ralevont and poﬁsihle illustrotiens and tamular statements
of the data, |

It is my privilege te ackmewledjgs the heslp and
guidances ef Dr, R.C. Shama. my efficial superviser, whe has
taken lot of treubles fer brimging the thesis im 8 preseatable
condition, The discuassiens with ethor schelars at the Schesel
of Intarnatienal studies, J.N.U. and at Sapru Heuse and Teen
Mirti Libraries have been very fruitful cmd I am grateful

te tham,

I ackaewledye my thanks te Dr, Salim Kham, Directer
of the Department ef West Asiam Studies ,(AMU) fer permittimg
te use the departmemtal library omd librariam ef Meuloma Azod
lisrary, Aligarh Maslim University. 1 alse recerd my thamks
to the Emwassy ef Iraq, Cultursl Cemtre fer previdimg valuable
data amd literature en Iraqg,
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I am grateful te my celleagues Mr, Barkatullah
Kham and Mr, Damle fer thai:r: ceoparatien, I thank Pref,
SeM, Mandedhare and Pref, S.K. Therat feor their contmét.ﬁo
suggostions, I mcpr;sa ny gratitude to xily friends Mr,
W.N, Gades, Mr, Fulzele and Mr, Paade wh._have helped mo in

several ways,

I am sura that the present study of Kurdistan Regien
weuld baclfsoma _relevance in understanding g:ha varieus |
preblems eof this really emgimatic qa-graph:lcai emtity
which 1s Kuniistan, |

L2l NS

M (Arum S, Dalvi)

(ReCo Shamma) "0
Supsrviser,

Dated

31st Dacamber, 1982,
Jawaharlal Nohru Umiversity,
Naw D-lhi - 110067,
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CHAPTER I

DEMARCATION AND DELIMITATION OF THE ARSA
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DEMARCATION AND ELIMITATION OF KURDISTAN ARSA

Historical and Political Extent s

Kurdistan transcends political demarcation and gstandis
as the unified cultural unit, mostly inhabited by the Kurds,
Thoy ara the earliest settlers in this hilly region and there
is no dearth of eviiences, both archeological and historicel,
to suppert such a valid comment, The racords of the early
empires of Mesopotomia contain frequent references to the
mountaiﬂ tribes with names resembling ’Kwrds'z Sir Henry
Rowlinson, a British scholar for the first time identified
cartain inscriptions fegariing Kurti (Kurti or Kurtie), while
describing in datail the land that coverad east of the Loke
Van stretching from scuth of the plain of ancient Assyria aond

gave definite {dea about the extent of Kurd tribos,

It can be wall established on the basis of folk tales
that by tha twenty fourth century B.C., thera wag a Kingdom of
Gutiumzhavinq almost the same boundarias as prasent Kurdistan.3
The clay tablets found in oncient Boabylon, confirm the geogro-

phical location a8 well as the name given to the ancient

WBR W A W B e A dR W W WE A W

1, - 'The “Kurio uchi®, who attacked Xenophon in 401 B.C,
near modern Zakhu, Iraq, just scuth of Turkish boriar
may have been Kurids®, New Encyclopaedia Britonica
1971, veol, V, p. 948,

2. Kingiom of Gutiums The heart of this Gutium Kingdom
was the quadrilataral contained by the lewer zeb,
the Tigris, the hill of Sulaimariva and the river
Myala, Their capital city lay in and arocund thae
town of Kirkuk nomad Arropkha, in Camp2ll R, Themson
‘The Cambridge ancient History, Vol, III (Lon-en,
1970), p. 223,

3, wahaeod, Sheikh A, The Kurls and thair country,
2n1 adn,, (Univarsity Book Agency lLahora, Pakistan
1958), p. 45. '
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Kuriistan country, In the time of great Armenian Emperor
Tigranis the Graat (91=55 B.C.,), the Kurds living around Lake
van and Laka Urmia areza waers brought under tﬁai.r centrol.
Kuriish country ruled by the King of Tortar (Turk), Arab or an
Iranian but never by & Kurd itself,

Ruriish chiafs got som=2 autonomy f£rom the foreign rulers
50 that they can preserve their .pwsr' évar soma areas and
coull restrict their power 2all over Agerbailjan province and
estabiished thelr Kingdom of Farkhin at about 32 kms, distance
£rom Diyarbakar® ond the great Marvanid dynasty of the Kurds
ruled Fa rkin, Another Kingdom Qunduriji near Usnuh was founded

by the Kurds.®

Sulah-ud~nin wag the Kurdish King and deminated
area of Mosul, Amadia end Rawanduz - the classical nursery of

tha mrﬂﬂ.

In the middle of the éaventh éentury AeaDe, Kurls were
cenverted to Islam, The Kuris éccepted Islam much eariicer thon
Irenians ani remained the £irm believers of the Sunni sw:t.’
Howaver around ameiis, Arbil, in the hills of Northerm Iraq and
Rewaniuzs, t:heré are tribes and villages of Kurds observing shia
tenots, Alliolahis accoptad Islam but all maintain rituals of

- G A e W W AR P W W W

‘, Ib‘d. Pe 550

S. The Oneylopaeila of Islam, Newtiition, (Loiden, ©.,J.Brill,

1981), Vel, V, Fascicules, 85-86, p, 439,

6, W.B, Fisher, (ed). Tha Cambridge History of Iran,
Vol. I, (Cambridge University Press, 1968), p. 414,

Te tlahead sheikh A,, n.,3, pe 55.

Do



of thelr original rzaugion.a Kurds living in the sastern

Turkey ara mostly Sunnis,

The last great Saldjukid (A.D. 1200) who created a Kuris'
province with its capital called Bahear, to the north east of
Hamadan, This province situated batween Azarbayejan and Luristan
included the regions of Hamadan, Dinawar, Kirmanshah and Senna
to the anst of tha Zagros and to the'west of the Shahrasﬁr and
Khuftiyan on the z@.g

Hamad Allah Mustaufi (d-1349) in his Mughateal-tubab,

They ware 16 centres, as enur_naziated by

4

The Turkish traveller Fuliya Celabi (1482) in his Siyahate
nama (iv, 74-5) ecnumarates 9 wilayets forming the then Kuriistan
and they are Lrzurum, Van, Hukkari, D;Lyarbakr. Djazira, Amadda,
Mawsil, séhah:jazar. and Ardalan.m Kardistan’ : as an unified
area broke up due to the rivalries betwaen tha Ottoman Sultans

and Shahs of Persia in 17th century A.D. 3!

12

and Hamadan snd

faristan ware dotached from Hurdistan,

'~ Historical and political axtent of Kurdiston does not
coincide with its actual ethnic extent, %hilae demarcating the
boundary of Kurdistan, two main aspects are very impertant - the

location of the Kurdish settlaments and the presence of notural

- e W W & o & Gr W W

8. Ibidg p‘ 56.
9. The Encylopaedia of Islam, n.5, p. 444,
10, Ibid, p, 440

11, 'In the 17th Century A,D. the Turkish administratien gave
no more than 3 liwas to the Wilayet of Ruriiston 1i.e,
Darsim Mash and Diyarbakr, in retum to Kurds for their
help in wars against Persia‘, in Ghassemleou A.R,,
Kuriistan ani the Kurds, (Pammuae, 1965), p. 21.

12, Ibid - p, 46,



barriers which prevent majority of Xuris to spreajbut, Accorie
ing to Trotter (1878) the limit of their extent to the north

was the line joining Divigi - Ersurum - xa,rs.13

In the regioen
of Brzurum, they are found espacially to the aast and the
south=-cost, The Kurds also occupy the waesterm slopes of Ararat

in the districts of Kelgizman and Tuzlucs,

They latter inhabit the northe«west of Iran, Firstly in
the previnces of Western Araxbayejon to the east of Lake
' Orumiyeh (Rszaiysh), the districts of Maku, Kotur, Shehpur and
to the south of the Lake, Mahsbad (ex~Subla)s in the province
of Ardalan, an essential part of Kuriistan, whose capital is
Senna or Sai:anda. the districts of ai;l;an.?&akkiz. Sarilasht,
pana, Bijar (Garras), Meriwan and Hawramany and the parts of

the province of Kirmsnshah and Kasr-i-Shirin, 14

{see Map No.2).
Isolated groups of Kurds are found in Khuresan, Budjﬁurd and
in Fars and Kim an, In Syria, Kurdish arca extends upto the

uppaer plain of khabar river,

The Kurdish arca in Turkaey in association with the lefe
bank of Euphrates river, forms thae west boundarxy of Urfa province
to the Mount Ararat upto the north province of Kar, Karasu-Aras

mountain tronding north-west to southewest clong with Perisuya

13, The Gneylopaedia of Islam, n,5, p. 456,

14, ‘The Encyclopasdia of Islem’, n,5, p. 439, The
Kuris live in the cities such as Tabriz and on
the outskirts of Tchran (Bragsch, Raise 11 496) are
not menticned as they are isolated inoccurrence,
Mach further to tho east and outsido Iran an
important Rurdish tribaes is to be found in
Baluchistan,



river, a tributary of Euphrates, further strengthened the
natural barriers from the other parts inhabited by non-

Kurdish people and put the limit to Kurdish scettlements,

“Ag regards the geographical extent, there is lack of unanimity,
2¢Tee Encylopaelia of Br!.tanicé sstimatas tha length of
Kurdistan as 960 kms (600 miles) snd braadth 240 kms (150 miles),
The Kams-al-alam (Istanbul 1896) concerned with Kurdish wiloyats
of the Ottoman empire mentioned its length upto 1480 kms (900
milos) and breadth between 160 kms (100 miles) to 320 kms

(200 miles)?3

Kurdistan as the unﬂ.f‘iea tarvitory naver remained
intact throughout the history, 1Its fate alvayes brings on the
chle and tide of the ruling monarchs in Iren, Turkoy, Ireq
and syria, Divisions of Kurdish area has been made at
different timoes, Kurdiston divided betwaen Turkish and Persian
ampires in 1639, as a result of agreoment between Shah Abbas

16 This troaaty wes a follw

and the Cttoman Sulten Marad 1V,
up final result of the constant war like situation between Iran
and Turkey. GSafavids deniedl offer from Xurdish chieftains

to help in war and imprisoned the Kuridish Chieftains, Taking
advantage of this opportunity, Ottoman sSultan Salim instigated

sunni Kurds against Safavids, North-wsst of lLake Urmia,

Further divisiens of Ruriish territory as parts of Irayg
Syria ond Turkey have been made by European imperialist pewars,
It was essential as a strategy to control Kurds, A secrat

treat betwaen Britain andPrance, known as *Sykes-Picot' - afterp

M w» W 4 YR AR SR T S W W -

15, Ibid, p, 458,
16, Ghagsemlou A.R,, n, 11, p, 37,



the nama of the forcign Ministers of Britain ond Fronce «
divided the ontire vast territory eof tho formar Cttoman Empire
into the British and French zones, The British "red® zsne
incluied parts mainly of Mesopotomia (Iraq) extending f£rom
Khanekin in the north, Southward beyond Ruwait, the *‘bluc’
French zona consisted chiefly of the territories of present
day Syria and Lebanon and south-eastern part of Turkey,

The £inal demarcation of Turkish~-Iraq boundary took

place in 1926.”

Hosul a famous oil field saparated from the
Turkish Kuriiscan and joinsd to Ireq, Memmra: thesae imperialist
povarswantad to cresta Kurdistan as a saparate statse, but, thay
having secursd their concession for oil, subsequently leost

their intaerest of creating & Kurdish sapsrate state, 18

&Mnis;hmtively and politically the totnl oxponge of
Kurdish area is under Kurdish areas belonging to thesa countries
do not have w211l defined unity with the rast of tha adjoining
areas, Thias leavaes this othnically nniﬁed but octherwiso
divided os the problem area for itself as well as the naighbour-
ing territories of the cmhtries of Iran, Iraq and Turkey, The
plight of Kuris ntands further accentuated with no recognition
of either thair physical af spatial existenca, It is stronge
to note here that the countries like Turkey do not have official
mentien of Kuriish arsa in the various documants end official
monographs, the people are described as a *Mountain Turks®,

17. Ghassmm' A'Ro. N, 11. p. 70.
18,  Ibidi . p. 263,



The literature and information bese for demarcating
this area is raother limited and, therefore, one cannet place
exact socic-cultursl boundaries of Kurdish arsa, Exact demare
cation is rather difficult to be achieved but a fair iden is
given in the form of the map, The map showing the extent of Kuxﬂie
Ares is further tailored on the basis of administrative sub
divisions of these countries, This has bawn done because of
the convenience of the collection ‘of the data and information

and which could be further represented on the map (Sea map No,1),

In Iraq, the Kurds occnpy the north and northe-east of
the country in the provinces of nihok, recémtly ﬂétached £ rem
the province of Mowsil, the Nahiyas or districts of Zakho,
Mazuri-Djer, amadie and aAkra, The areas in the .pravinces of
Kirkuk, Arbil and in the pmvinca of Diyele, the Rahiyas of
Rhanokin and Mandali, are adjacent to the Kurnis éf Iran assen-
tially to the west of the Zegros, Howaver, the Kuris are
equally numerous in Baghdad and Mawsil, In Syrie the Kurd Dagh
area is preminently Kurdish in nature,

In the north, the Lake Seroun (USSR) and in the gast
Lake Qrumiyeh are the limits for the Kuriich sottlements, 1In
the south-east of ‘I.akc Orumiyeh the fomous Kurdish Kingdem
of Mohabadl? was dpto Miendau and Schahin Nash towns situsted
on the rivers draining into Lake Orumiyeh, |

19, Kingiom of Mahabad wos an aras with long trodition of

‘ Kariish nationalism, In 1941 after loss of Rezaiysh
pover in Persia tho Mahabad area was occupiced naither
by Britain nor America nor by the Soviet Umien, 1In
Saptenmber, 1942 seizing on axceotionally favourable
epportunity to the Hurdish Mahabad launched the firse
Kurdiish peolitical movemont, the Momala J.K, (Jalahi
Kurdiistan, Rabirth of Rurdistan) - in Chaliand Gerond
People without a Ceountry, (Zed Press, Londen 1980),
p. 118,
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On‘ the easst some volcanic eruptions resulting ineo
relativély high areas have put the limit for the Kurdish
popalation, Zagres mountain put certain limit to the Kurdigh
settlements in thce eastem s:l.de_. 8.%. Kurdich villages situated_
upto the eastemn foct hills and in the scuth-esst Kuh-o-Carri
and Kuh-s-Safid hills can be taken as a limit, |

In south-weét; the historicel Kingdom of Gutium boundsry
- can be token as a limit which is further anforced by the two

, pmj.nent nntn'x:ei; barriers, ona is the river Dyala and the long
'hill nsmed the Jabalhamin area, In essence it mﬁa&na more or

less tha same, 20_ :

Following the above criteria thaer2 aro nine castem
provinces b,f Turkey in the Kurdistan area‘a.i. (1) agri, (2)
van (3) Mus (4) Bingol (5) Bittis (6) Diyarbakir (7) siirt
(8) Maydian ('9)‘ Hakiariy four northem provincas of Iraq ea.4.
(1) Dihok (2) Arbil (3) Al-Suleimaniya (4) Kirkuk and thrae
wastorn provinces of Iran a;i. (1) wwt;nzgxbayajan (2) Korlistan
(3) Kemanshah‘(See‘Map No. 1). deever. the Kurdish area in
Syria and tho U.8.3.R, is not considared ns Kurds are just in
unnoticed minority and further it is difficult to gat

infomation,

20, Demarcation of Rurdistan boundary adjusted with the provincial
boundaries using simple criterion #.d4. (a) If more than fifty
per cent population of province is Kurdish, then that provin-
€@ 15 included in Kurdistan (b) If more than fifty per cent
area of the province having historical evidences of Kurdish
territory with a considerable percontage of Kurdish popula-
tion is included in tho Kurdish area., Applying this critor-
ia gsome orcas essentially Kurdistan are being detached and
sare non-Kurdish area are being attached to the present
study area, However, this does not distort the choracteri-
stic Kurdish region.



Hamae of the Aren in Popula - Percentages Percentage
Province and Sq.Kms, tion of arez toe of popula=
natioen area of tion to th
Turkey total perpw
Iran lation of
iraq Turkey
E Iraq
Iran
TURKEY 106,363 3,188,586 138 2.70
i. Agri 11,458 330,201 1,42 0,82
2. Bingel 8,911 210,804 1.11 0,52
3. Bittis 6,674 318,205 0,82 0,79
4, Diyarbakir 15,400 651,233 1,91 1.61
5. Hakkari 9,885 126,036 1.23 0,31
6, Mardian 12,879 519,687 1.60 1.29
7. Mus “8.697 : 267,203 1.08 0,66
8, Siirc 12,462 381,503 1.55 0,95
9, Van 19,797 386,314 2.46 0,96
IRAN 135,540 §,463,654 7,98 13,24
1. West-azarbayejan 43,660 1,407,604 2,65 4.18
2. Kemanshah 62,882,5 . 24261,760 3,82 6,71
3, Koriistan 24,998 794,290 1,52 2,36
IRAQ 46,710 1805,000 10,79 15,68
1. Al-Tameem 9,426 439,000 2,15 3,82
2, D'hek 60374 217,000 1,45 1.89
3. Arpil 14,428 493,000 3,29 4,29
4. AleSulaemaniyash 16,482 656, 000 3.76 5.70
KURDISTAN TOTAL 288,413,5 2457,240 10,68 14,72
SOURCES: 1, Statistical Year Book of Turkey-1979 (Prime Ministry

State Institute of Statistics, Ankara, 1979), Pub,.No, 890,
2, Natiencl Census of Pepulation and Housing, Novenber, 1979

3,

{statistical Centre of 1ren, 1981), Serial No. 186,

Annuol Abstract of Statisties, 1976, rRepublic of
Iraq, Ministry of Planning, Central Statistical

Organisation,



The study area has certain amount of ambiguity
in the absence of exact information, which is not avoilable
in India, Bacaouse of its strategic location vis-a-vis the
three countries, traditicnslly never on long friendly temms,
tha exact infamtion may not be fresly available there too.
Historically and ethnically, it is and i¢ has been 8 Kurdish
region and should bhe lamdie:! es a whole and then enly one
can develop corract porspectivaes on its problems and
prospacts of development, Then only ene arrivaes ot a
cenclusiaen whéthar it »hns been the imperialist blunder
thwarting any develeopment plan, |

10



CHAPTER II

GEOGRAPHICAL _FRAME WORK
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GHOGRAPHICAL FRAMEWORK

The physical landscape und the geological structure is of
utmost interost to oxplain the various aspects of xurdistan and
its peopla. Geologically, Kurdistan area is very much complex
vhere different continenta) plates have come into contact.
Roxthern part of xuxdistan is a focal point of the tectonic
movement wWhich affected ' . the northern rims of the Mlddle
gast region. Result:. 0f these movements is the creation oOf
present mountain rangos G.g. 2agroxs, Taurus, Pantus and glburz

ahd assocliated landscapose

Almost whole of Rurdistan is covered by Arablan plate
oxcept some parts of Iranian Kurdistan (See Figure e 4)e.
The northern part of Kurdistan is c¢overed by narrow ancitolian
fold. The Zagros rogion continued sedimentation upto the late
tertiary times, when it was folded into a series of parallel

X A considerable igneous and metaw

anticlines and synclinos.
morphic activity can be identified in - . these provincces of
southern Iran. Rezalysh-gfandeghah Orogenic belt runs parallel
to the Jagros mountains and then further west it unites with
Taurus belt of Turkey., It is separated trom Zagros mountains
by zagros crash zone, an area of great thrusts and faults. The
end product 0f all this is that Kurdistan region has

a very conplex physical personalty giving distinctiveness of
having wgl identified areas of isolation with the rest of the
ncighbouring tracts. Thisg in turn resulted into socioe
ethﬁically detached arcas with least external influcnces.

L I S R S R I R

l. Takin, e "Iranian Geology and Continental prift in
the lilddle East®. (The iague.1972) ppe 114-15,
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A characterictic feature of the region is the widespread
occurronce of volcanic xocks, chiefly basalts. They are found
aspociated with zZones Of atructural weakness, especially in the
highland zone of ammenia {Turkey) and Zagroe (Iron)e Perfectly
round volcanic peaks .fmm which lava had previously radiated,
are seen in Mount Ararat and ﬁount pemavand. It hos been the
tec‘mns.ca}.ly an instabif zone where the ecarthe-miskes with their
epicentres aleng the major plate boundaries are of common

occurrence, This has considerable impact on man's life herc.

pistribution of different types of rocks are as follous
{see Figure NOe 5).2 The post cretaceous volcanic formations
are found in rwribauéstera part of the region vhereas the
presconprian rocks are found in the southern Turkish area, the
northern part of tahabad pmvmce and the southewestern pa:ﬁa
. of xurdistan. guaternary rocks ace mostly confined to the
southorn part 6{ Ti,gx:é.s river basin, where the Pliocene and
miocene are found in Dihok and Joren éam of Kikuk provinces
of Iraq and also in the south Mahabad, north xurdistan and
Kirmanshah pmvincaa of Iran. cmtaceot;s and jurasoic rocks
are nainly found tn the highlazlxds of ;xweniay the silurian,
combrian and undifferentiated pslacozoica can be Ohserved in
the valley of rurat and lower hillc of Zagrooe

In iranian part ©0f xurdistan, Mesozoic limostone and

3

marble make up a large propertion of the outcrop.” Some Of the

W G G AR W S WS W G S ap B W

2 ceological mop Of Kurdistan is drawn on the basis of
Geological mep of Middle Last published by Oxford university
Prese and reproduced in *The niddle nust « A Geographical
study! by pPeter seaumout, {(London, 1976), ps 24.

3. Ibiﬁop Da 141,



calcureous sediments here, have weilded tromendous importance in
the economic 1life of the region as they are frequontly the beds of
oil resorves, C.Jes, ASmarci limestone of Iran is the most important

reservoir rock fox the pet.mleum..'g’

Geologically kurdistan is not endowed with armple mineral..
resources, gnergy resources are poor and same ig true of basic
minorals which could give industrial prosperity w the region.
Thexefore, one can not think or prescribe any sizeable industrial
devolopment in the t;gion. This is further cirxcumscribed due to
the difficult terrain affording any good network of transport and
communication.

Physiographys

Kurdistan is a very much complicated moyntaineous region.
sheikh Ae usheed in his book 'Kurds and their country?, described
the geographicalv details of Xurdish country by confining into fouy
main parta.s '

(1) East and south east Turkey

{ii) west and south-west Irans.

(iii) torth, Jorth=cast and north-west Irage

{iv) Jorthecast syria.

physiographic units of urdistan area can be described in fowr
nain region as followsSie

B i

4, Ibid., P.112,

5. shelkh as Wiaheed, Kxurds and their Country (Lahoxe 3
univexrsity Book sagency, 1958), p.22
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(1) nNorthern high lands

(1i) =zagros Mountain Ranges.

{(iiL) ~ The high plains of Lake Urmia
(v} The Tigris river basins

They are based on reliaf areal differentiation and are
not subject to manemade political boundaries and therefore the
analysis is somewhat different t0 S,A. Waheed's scheme. The
progsent Scheme conformg to the basic physiographic brovad
spectrum as well as it £its well in the well accepted regionale

ization formate

() porthern High Landgss

This region consists 0f a very wide high land plateau
(see figure o, 6) with 8 series of continuous mountain ranges.
There are numerous narrow valleys where the process of erosion is
very strong and fast. River Murat catchment arca and Lake Van
are important physiographic fecatures. The lake like features
arce widesproad and primarily due to the blocklang of the valleys
as result of consolidation of lava, emitted during the past
volcanic activitiese It is highly dissected landscape with
limited cultivated patches and scattored-well perchod settlements.
The highlands are divided into several sube-divisions as described
in the following pages.

(a) iHigh Plateau of anatolias The plateau is more than
12000 me in altitude. It was formed probably during Tertiary
 psziod¢6 The youngexr scdiments had formed between and ovepw
lapped into the ancient and stuble continental yléteﬁoxms.a

Ge %ﬁ%&@9ﬁ£c? nf T@%d3fh§£32.The Middle Last; A Geogruophical
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c
The plateau is a focal point of tagrtonic movements
(Sea figure No, 4) where the four grest mountains are connected

o.1, 2agros, Taurus, Pontus and Elburz,

On the both side of the platesu, lLiake Van in the west
and Lake Ummia in the Bast side are situated, The eastem
slepa of plateau vhore the fertile plains of Urmia ars
formed is more steep than the west, ~Northemmn part of the
plateau is occupied by Murathasi mountain and Ala range,
trending from north-sast tb sout-wast, Tenduruk range lies in
the west and the rivers Deli and Bendimnhi flow hare, The soil
layers in this area are very thin and low in fertility, The
mountaineous character of the ares is typicolly least pepulated,
Prominent hills in the area arae Aktas ramja with high peak of
2034 m, and is on thae Turkish-Tranion bordsr, Among others asre .
Pirrasite range having Nigur Beg Pass, Ahta renge and Kuh range
en the waost and Gurubol, ke-a-Zaki, Hirabit, Haravil, Seratap

and Mor in the sast,

The southem part of the platesu is again more fragmanted
by the river Zeb and its tributaries, This part is having more
peaks and comparatively higher than the northern plstosu,

Spiriz runge runs in north-south direction with its mora
complaex featuraes, like high Karxa (3630 m.,) and Bagkale (3250 m)
pesks, Cilo rmnge is isolated f£rom thoe main platesu due to the
small Nehil river a tributatory of Zeb, 1In this part, toe,
there are daep gorges making it highly dissected and uneven
part of Kurdistan area,

(b) Tougdh Bguntain Ranges s
In the socuth and wost side of Lake Van, the mountain

ranges lie between 47% vo 43% longitules and have on avarago

height of more than 2000 m, The dircction of these ranges is



L6

scuth-sast to northavaest, The high-penk features, for example
Mount Nemrut and Mount Suphan (4424 m) are creataed due to the
volcanice emptions.v as well as the small lakes of Nourat, Mosik
and Hachi,

Taurus mountain rar;gas probably have besen fommed in the
Silurian, Cambrien and undifferentiated palamo:lcae and their
total iength is appreximately 380 Kms snd the width betwaeen
50 and 60 kms, This érea" stands sepamted from the main Armenian
platzau by l@archiz river valley, Thare arc two mountain peaks -
Artos (3475 m) and the psak at Kukus village (3450 m), The valley
- of Garman divides Kanbos and Sira wmt:ém,amae. Other promie

nent ranges are Harkus, Catela and Sasyeksan,

Lake Van is a special geographical feature of this ares,
it is 1720 m, high from the sea level and iz fomed due to
volcanic activity., The length of the lake is 125 kms and width
40 kxms, Geologically, it balongs to Silurian, Cambrian and

9

uniifferontiated palacezoles times.” It commands the wataer system

of river Ziban, Dali, Bendimahi in the north and river Karu,
Micinger in the asst, The water at loke Van is less salina

than those of lakae Unnia, but contein a high preportion of sedium

10
carbonatae, The lake Van region once supperted a mederately

1. Fisher, V.B., Tho Midile Easts A Physical Social
and Ragional Geographys 7th edn, (London, 1978),
Pe 325,

8. Besumeunt Poter and others, N.6, pe. 24.

VQ. Fiahat."w'.B.. n.7, p.313.

10, Ibid, pe 315.
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dense population and the cultivation has been confined te the
banks,

(c) The Valley of Murat s 1s a very prominent foature,
"It flews in an area with an elevation of 1000 te 200 m, and

comes dewn tOo meet the Buphrates rivar system (See figure 1 to 7).
It has four small rivers<Guzoel, Heronek and Baskan en the right
and Rora on the left, The length of the Murat vallay is nearly
220 kms, and width upto 40 to 60 kms, In Mus province, Marat

has good slluvial deposite and therefore cultivation is quite
significant, supperting a high porulation density,

(4) -A : as s

Thesa ranges run from Mount Ararat a fameus velcanic
peak 5165 m, high to the west direction with a little bend
towards scuth te Kol river, Karasu Arag mountsin ranges are
data back to the pest-Croanteous poried with lot of velcanic
activicties, These mountaino have varying thickness, as they
are thinner at Kol valley and very broad at Kakmark ranga,
heving scma paaks more than 2000 m, high, Thera are deap
gerge like fcatures, making the area highly dissected and
useless for any significant human activity, The river Elmati
is a vary desp vallay soparating the Hazhal. and Seytan ranges
and river Gunuk separates Serufeddin range from Seytan,

(x1)

In South and Southezast part of Kurdistan area, the
Zagros mguntains with all their complex!.t;es dominate tha
landscapas, The Grsater Zagros with more than 2000 m, height
and 1000 to 2000 m complax folds alengwith the lewer zZagres
with nomal €elds form the charmcteristic features,
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Geolegically, it is a very complex mountain system with
pliecene and eocene deposits, It had tectonic activities in
the past and still ‘it suffers with earthquekes, It is rich
in petroleum resources, Akhatari and Sanandaj aros is eminently

1 whaere as Sunbulakuh area

silurian and cambrian in formation
is pre~canmbrian and the scuthem part is again pliecene and

jurassic in formation,

(a) Greater Zadgoas

These ranges lie in the diraction of Nerth-wast to
southesast. On the ceast of Lake Ummia an isolatod volcanic
pesk Sahand stands at the height of 3700 m., and has affected the
draintge pattern around this lake, Ancther high land plateau
is knewn as Kurch Doh, Almost the vhole aroa of Kurdistan
Province in Iran eccupiad by this plateau (See figure No,6),
This plateau gives rise to Tatvi and Zaruneh rivers joining
Umnia lakae, Southwserd the platcaiu has many overlapping meuntain
ranges qnd high peaka, thus controlling tha pattemrmn of the river
Qozel Owzan, Lxtroma south a little part of Safid ronge can
be seen hero, Howavar, around the Leke o lbwar altitude plain

area upto Khamsch rangos occurs,

(b) Lewor Zaqros s
South-wast side of the Greater Zagres, the Lewer Zagres

mountain ranges slops down southward, 9%hese ranges stort frem
the Ammengan platesu, upto the boundary of Kirmanshah province
ef the south, These ranges structurally have nomal foldings
at 1000 te 2000 m, altitude, The mountain rangss mn almost
parallel in the north-west to south-sast diraction, A fameus

- s e W A e A A W W W e W

11, Pisher W.B, (ed,), The Cambridge Histery of Iron

Land and Paople, Vol, I, (London 3 Cambridge Unive
Prass, 1968), p: 112: : % ity
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Rewandus pass is on the boundary of_ Iran and Ireq, A small

loke Halabja iz lecated hera, In these lesser Zagros, we find
some mountain peaks in Iraqi Kurdiston, for example Sunbula, Kobir
and Rosht-e-iuh, A special f;eatuxé of the ares is that there

| ~are fertile vzxneyé impertant for cul.tivatxw‘.

{x1Y) 1 la £ Laka U: %

- The eastermn side of Armenian platasu has a very steap
sleope giving rise te the plains Jéfézm;a. Inland Druinage
£rom the surmding mt&.im brings water to the lake Urmia as
well as different gmdes of alluvial non-soline alluvial
deposition occurs on the wast and saliqe deponition is on the

south side of the lake,

<>

Lake Urmia .48 shalla; sheat at water lying ae 1296 m
(4250 feact) above sea level and moasuring verxy approximatdly
144.8 kms by 48,2 kms (ninety miles by thirty miles), 1In
rainy season, it is 24 m to 32 m {15 to 20 feet) deap, but it
shrinks to a small lake, There 16 plain area fn north and
scuth sidas of lake but on the western side, it has steep
landscape, Gaolegicauy.‘ scuthem part of plain is Greastasoeous
and jurassiec and north and wastem parts pre-~cambrian perioed, "3
Sale lakes ars f@gmed in tha south by river Terteru, and Gudar,
River Borandus andv Maglu flew frem the west, where we alse
£ind cultivated land and pasturas, supporting a high density

in this part,
{Iv) The 8 River Das s

River TAgris is the main and fmpertant river of this
area almost all tributaries of Tigris rise and €flow in Kurdish

area, River Tigris risaes from Lake Hazar in the seuthemn

) s M M S AR A 4 & W B W s

12. Pishor ..B. {(ed.} n. 11. Bn. 11.113.120_



Turkey (See Figqure No, 8), Physiegraphically, Tigris basin
can be divided into two parts 3 (1) Upper Tigris Basin, and
(1i) Lewer Tigris Basin,

Upper Tigris Basin {s

between 300 and 1000 m, altitude and geolegically it belongs te
the Cambrian times, DNiyarbekir, a previncial capital tewn, is
the central peint of thies geographical unit, where nerth and
south slepes come into centact, Surrounding area of Diyarbekir
is well fertile plain, Tributaries from all sidas come in snd
jéin the Tigrise

Myarbekir area topogrephically is mich lese rugged, hewevar,
the plateau surface remains dissected and thorefers, the cultie~
vated land 4s limited, Avalilability of vwater, decide the nature
of cultivation, however, it has remsined a primarily a liveesteck

pastoral ares,

The main rivers of upper basin are Zulkar, Anbur, Askar,
Batmon, Sasen, Gurzan, Guzal, Buhtan, Hezil, Khabar and all have
come sut frem the Taurus meuntain and the Graat high land of Arme-
nie, Due to Mazi and Midyst hills, the rivar Tigris flews teward
sagt directien and directly entars into Iraq,

(b) Lower Tigris Bogin z3 2 Tigris comes down at 500 m,
altitude, while enterxing into Iraqg, In Iraqi Mrdisten Tigris

flow in southecast direction and tha Oreater 2eb and the lesser
Zob are its main tributaries, There are numercus faertile alluvial
fans created by these dascending tributaries, Practically all
these tributaries alongwith Tigris are considoerably exploited

for irrigation purpese, for axample dam at Mosul en Tigris and
several ethers, In the south, altituds of Tigris plain is enly



200 m, axcapt hills of Jabal Makhul and Jabal Hamosin (Sce
fitjure No,6) which forms as the natural limit of the Kurlish
ares, Near Kirkuk, Baba Gurgur and Jabal Qarachag hills have
vary rich oil deposits of intemational impertance, Further
south, ths river Diyala makes o vast fertile plain supporting
good cultivation and dense populatiocn in this arxes,

Physiofraphid details of Kurdish ragien ara rathar

toe pfmeunca to aupmxt any sizeable aconemic activiey covering
the whole tract except isolated patchas of cultivated rich
£iolds mtax)bpamed batween the slopes and the narrew winding
rivar valleys, Hwevar,. the dissected topography gives strategic
location to tha2 Kurdish settlements for on-going rovolt against
the nltx central ai;tharity fer trying for autonomy, MNost of
the settlemonts are parched on top or on the gtrategically
advantagesus locations, Physilography does net ;.)em:u: any
balanced not work of transport and communicatien, OGaolegically,
-with the axception of oil and gas depesits, it is laeast endowed

tract, least attractivae to industrlalisation of any dimensien.

Climeke - |
The climate of Kurdistan is very harsh and demanding,

Its influencoe is felt severcly in all the man®s activities
ranging £rom tha primary to the Lertiory e Summors are het
and dry and markedly dusty in the south vhile in the nerth,
they are mild ocnd seothing, Winters are bitterly celd; the
spring and sutumn both are subject to sudden hot or celd spells
(Sea Pigurs Ne. 14), The maximum temparcture in the valleys
record 49°C and absolute minimum of -35°C have been recerded, 13

A Y S am My o R AD AB AR W A W W WS

13, “'rable of Temperatura, Relative Humidity snd Br
cipitation for the World", Part V, Asia M0, *y,_\
Air Ministry, Metmloqical vffice, (London,; gn)
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The total annusl peecipitation is betwaen 400 andﬁeo mm,
Almost whole of the rainfall occur in the Qiater season, partie-

cularly from January te March which recerded heaviest rainfall,

(1) Air Preassure 'agg Winds g3 High vinds are the bhsic chaxace
toristics of the Kurdistan regien, which S.nténsift- the offect

of the extreme tempraturs in wintor ag well as in summer,

The high winde are caused in summer (See Figure No, 9) bacausse

of the marked differentisted pressure coniiticns in the
neighbourhood e,g.s loW pressure in che xﬁd:.an subcontinant

and Boluchiston, extending westward over Kuriistan couse
tomperatura woll over 35° ,“ Wharess the Cyprus lew prassure
i primarily as a result of differential heating of land and

pea with a marked dweIQWmt of locs)l cenvargent uplife, 15
The s trong thermal gradients occur cousing extramely swift
winds in this region, In wintor Kurdistan region comes under
the influence of Siberian anticyclone. With few topegraphical
barriers to prevmtlv, the awth-weaWard epread of intensely dry
cold air £rom inmer Asia, the region experionces coften heavy os

Sate in the month of May, 3‘5

In the early parts of winters
tho region has westem aimmeasess bringing in lot of

precipitation,

(41) Zemperaturs 3 Temperature in RKurdiston variaes frem
seasens to seasons with morked #iumel varistions, Local
topographic suggedness and elevation variations cause spatial

temperature variations, -

14.  The Gneyclopsadia of Islam, New odn, (Loidens E.J.Brill,
1971), Vol, V, Fascicules 85.86, p, 441,
15, Beaumeut Peter and ethers n.6, p., 54,

16, Ibid; pe 57
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Summer are very het with dry air, particularly in the
south-western part of Kurdistan, During day time, 32% (90%F)
tempaxat\iza is common in lowsr area, Cold night brings tho
daily sversge to 18.22% (65%F) 21-11% (70°%), May to
September is t.ha- sumnar season and October to April is winter,
.mne; July, August and also September are hot snd dry spell
menths, During this pericd, the mean temperature of region is
mora bi"mn i’?“é.' At Kirmanshah the meen tempemﬁxre goes bheyend
37% in July and st Van it is 22°C. In the emstem Kurdistan
mean temperature is 32.2% '!.n July month, In thé west mean

meseimum t;emperamre is 31.0 C in July. 17

Sumners are very much hot awcially due to the southerly
Khamin winds from the Arsbian desert, But the niqhts are very
ceol, e.g., Mosul maximum tempereture is 51%c (124°P) and
minimum is only 15°¢ (59°#)., 1In the eastem parts of the
region the day time ta’mpe'rature axcaeads 3’7.?7°c (100°F). whare
10%¢.(30°F) even 4.44°% (#0°F) in the night,

Wintars ére very sm}ere in Rurdistan, October te
March is the winter aeaecm. Nacomber and aahuary are tha
coldest months, Apartc frcm 'riqris basin, olmost whele of the
orea has below 0°c temparature in the mnth of January (See
Figure No, 11), In further nerth, tha cold baceomes too intense
with -13°c_as the mesn temperasture, Nights have temperature
upte -2o°c. whaon the absolute minimum bf «35%c have baen recerdead
and on the higher plateau -40°c 1# somatimes recerdad, In the

nerth-eastem Kurdistan, the snew.remains well upte 100 days

17, @ Verld Metrelogical Organization “Climatelogical Nermals
(Cline) for Climate and Climatship stations for the
period 1931.60", edition 1971, (ceneva. 1971), WMO/OMM
No. 117, TP, 52,
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- whereas only 7 to 10 days at Dyarbekir in tha socuth, In
the TAigris basin, the mesn monthly temperature goes down
upto 6.5°c in the month of January,

Local topegraphic conditiens act as the facter for
spatial unaeveness regording tomperature distribution, Thers
i8 & considerable diffarence in valley and mountain area
temperature, particularly in southem Kurdisten the summer
temperature is recerdsd upto 38% vharezs in tha valleys it
could be 49°C,

(111) Humidiey and Precipitation s Ralative mmidicy is
diffemt. from place to place, In Tigris plains relative

humidity is more than S50% for the six menths of winter season,
but in June to.Sep{:embar rolative humidiry is very lew, At
Mesul August is the' driest menth with minimum average reolative
humidity 48 13%. In northemm Kurdistan relative humidity is
mach more highar than seuthem Kurdistan, It is neor sbeut
603 maean relative humidity, In eastem Rurdistan, the relative
humidity is also mora i.e., 59 annual mean, Ia northern and
eastem Kurdistan thera is not much change in relative humidity

over a 6 months of winter But it varies in summer,

Kardistan has a moderate precipitation, The mean
precipitacion is 600 rnm to 900 mm, This pracipitotien is mostly
in the winter months, In northern part of Kurdistan, the menths
of the heaviest rein happens to be February and March, but
tewards Van April is the wetest month (See figure Ne. 12),

The month of March and april do also axperience quite a faw
hoil storms, Hostly in autumn and spring, Iranian Kurdistan
get lesser rein than the western Kurdistan,
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Distributien of procipitation is depends upon the
wind directien anAd tbpography and has marked spatial voriatiens,
South-east poart of Tﬁrkey. South Armmenian plateau gots more
than 1500 mm annual \tainfau., Taurus mountsin gets more rainfall
becouse of its topographical charncterists and ranges batween
1000 to 1500 mm, Hills of Greatar 2Z2egres are high in z2ltitude
but because of the least moisture the rainfall in the asstemn
Zagres is between 400 to 600 mm, The plains of Tigris rccaiva
lesg rainfoll, Tha 'suutham part of Kirmanshah prevince, south
area of Laka Ummia Von receive mwar rainfal)l in the range of
200 to 400 mm, The general trends are from heavy roiny arsas
of nerth-west tc south snd south-east aress of l.m? rains,
Climetically, the region could be divided into twe macro-regions,
i,e., coldwwet regime in the nerth and north west and the semi-
and het regime in the amth and south east, Climate hos mach
greater influence on tha man-envirenment-develepment syndrems in

Kuridistan rogien.,

Seil's survay of Kuriistun area is by different countrias

2.g. survay in Turkey Rurdfstan by Oakes in 1957, survey in

Iran by Ironian Ministry of Agriculture and F.A.0., prepared
soil map at a scale of 1 3 2500,000 and Iraqgq seil map by Dr,

P, Busingh in 1958.€ellecting ond celttring informatien frem
abeve sources enae can divide Kurdistan inte six sgil types

i.2. Brown, reiish, xxkxyesux calcareous, choesttnuts, Brown
steppe (See figure Ne, 15), brown and rodish brown seils,

The semi-arid area of Turkish Kurdistan ond Zagroe meuntain
ranges have brewn-radish solls, The caleareous chegtnut solls

are feund near the lake Van and Lake Urmia and in the volley areas
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of Kirmanshsh prevince, Brewn steppe soils ars found in the
east Rﬁrdistan. north of Lake Urmia and in the Tigris basin;
Sand dunes and sandy trocts are mostly in southern Kuriiston
areas, specially in Ireql patt of mmatan.: Howaver, aen.
information is net perfect, 'therefore. regionalizatien could

not be dona,

The geegraphical f:ame work ef Kurdisten in ésamce.
is rather toe demending meking the mnmviemmant relatiens
rather diff:lct;l.t. Man has te struggle a let for his su:ﬂval
because of the harsh climatic‘ ragine, mgge& toppgraphy .and |
poor and limitad soil émem‘_. within o _qfvm Q'eogtgmical
milieus, one can expect a fleurishing ecenomy in the ama'but,
the meagrs rescurces at the disposal of Kurdish man makes the _

life rother daifficult,
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RURDISTAN THROUGH PAGSAGE OF TIMB



CHAPTER __ II1

RURDISTAN THROUGH PASSAGE OF TIMi

Fer a batter understanding of the preblems in
Kurdistan, it is necessary to loek at its histerical -
backgreund, Physiegraphic structure and ge.graphical
lecatien of the regien has given much 1mpo:!:ance to this
i'aginn during the histerical precesses which have affacted
this area acress savexal natisen states, The lecatien of
the ceuntry is slways a supreme geegraphical fact in the
h&.suryi‘ and the region under prasent study is ne exceptien
te thase facters of locatien, In asseciatien with it are
ether physiegraphic details which generate ferces of
divergent charactsr and which have frequently changed ag
per historicel and pelitical develepment in the vast tract,
Frem the earlisst time to the present the regime has played
a \dist.tnct.iva rele in guiding destiny of the varieus ethnic

g Mps .

GEOGRAPHICAL INFLUENCES ON HISTORY

Kurds, the peeple of Kurdistan, facing sevaral
preblems in their way of pregress have & cemplexity ef gee-
graphical cenditiens aleng with the pelitical divisiem ferces,
The terrsin itself largely meuntainocsus ef desertic im nature

has efferad censiderable physical ebstacles fer inter regienal

and intra regienal mevements ef the peeplo.z Geegraphically,

1. Ellen Churchill Semple, Influemce of Geegraphical
Envirenment (Lenden, 1911), p. 129,

2. Fisher W.,B., The Middle East: A Physical, Secial and

Regienal Geography, (Lenden), 1971, revd, edmn, 6, Pe6



Rurdistan is & negative area becauss of its uneven terrain

and harsh type of cli_mata.a

Its meuntaineeus structure and
rigereus arosien by Tigris ond its trﬁ.hut_arxea has centinued
t® be an gdverae facter fer any teasoaébza acenemic activity,
spac!.any. gnlt:l.vatton. shifeing agriculture remained fer
long a _tr.adit.tonal way of cultivatien, Thay have te put

very hard labeur in itc, then the surrsunding plain areas,

‘Bven for a settlement also climate is net suitable,
“"The climate of Rurdiston, specially the eastern Turkey
stands eut as ene of the mest difficult and inhespitable

in the wnrld."‘

Because of the seasenal variatien, migratien
is must, that is frem tho valley te the high lands in the
summer for better grasslands and the reverss in vinters

feor pretectien frem severe celd, This dees net give much

of pesrmanency te the settlements in the region, They ars
slways en the meve in search of better pastures, It has bean
the way of 1ife ef the Maxds under geegraphical cempulsions,
In ssseciatien, the umneven terrain is an ebstacle for mevement
f»m ens place.te another, it is a natural restrictien te
scenenic develepmsent and pelitical unity. The physiegraphy
with gerges and steep slepss has separated Kurd tribes and has
given senss of iselatien ard separate identity leading te &
feudal structure in the varieus tribol greups ef Kurds,

W GB W Es G A S A M W A we W W

3, Climatelegical Nermals, paried 1931-60, WMD/
OMM Neo, 117 TP 52, Werld Metrelegical Organization
(Genava) Editien 1971,

‘. ?18‘\31’ WOB.. ﬂ. 2. p. 317.
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Rurdistan stands i{selated inspite of its lecatiem

on the cress recds eof the Middle East, Land reutes develeped
with its epax en

in the Reman time from the West/Rema te the Eastern csuntries,
China and India, "A nertharn reute passed via ,... Khekand,
Bekhara and jeined by anether reute frem India via Seuthern
: Itan."s Prem Hamadan the reute centimued te Babylea and them
tumed nerth werds by way of the'hidale valley of Enphratea“.s
: ‘rhese,land nui;.aa ﬁa'ssir;q near hy Kunl:lstan. frem nerth amd
seuth, but never enterinq Kurdistan bacause of its high
mnbénamn and highl} felded structurs, While géing threugh
Arabian er Persion desert, camel as & mede ef transpert being
used, "hut in highly felded land of Xurdistan camel hecome

uaalasa."?

Only herses are useful in this terrain ares,
But it is not se feasible te change the_modal of transpert
for the leng-run travallers and traders, se that, thay used
to go en the margins ef this uneven tarraim of Kurdistan,
They were further cempslled te take such marginal reutes
because semetimes Rurds with peer ressurces and #1€ficule
maintenance dus te the geegraphical cempulsiens redbbsd amd
attacked en neighbeurs and fereigners (traders) at berdeyx

land (Ses Figure nd. 16)., Once Nadir Quli remarked that a

aa wp wp A Ve W WP B W A > e W W A

S. Fiﬂh‘r wo‘o. !i. 20 Po 180
6, Imid, p. 160,
Te vaheed Shaikh A,, The Kurds and their Ceuntry:

Histery of Rurdish Peeple frem earliest Times
te Present (Lahere, 1955),

8. Wahaﬂdlsvo. Ne 7. Pe 126’
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“Rurd is a mere ferecieus than a weld and that they sheuld
be axterminatad £rem the face of the san'.h."e

POLITICAL AMBIVALENCE AND ADMINISPRATIVE DIVISIONS

The histéry ef Rurds is infact has been the histery
of ‘rurkay and the Turkish Sultans, ef Amema and the Amen:laaa.
of Arabs of Iraq and Syria and the hisuzy of Iram and

9

Iranians,® Kurdistan was always under the f.migners' rule

except some peried of pelitical vaccum in the regiem,

' The Kurds have been settled in their present heme
since 2400 B.C, Since that time thay have remained iselated
frem the others till the sixth éwmzy B.C. 1Im 539 B.C. the
MesoWMen lewlands ware cenquered by Cyrus ef Persis and
later Aéia miner was invaded by Alexander the Great and'ahattor
the Persien Empire and his successers bacams the severion
rulers of the ragien by the first century B.C, With the
declina of the Empirs, new regienzl dymasties crepped up e.g.
Armenian Empsrex Tigrians the greoat teek the cemmand ef the

10

Lake Van and Lake Urmia area”™ thus the present Iranian Rur-

distan was gone under the Armanians (5ee Figqure Ne, 17),

In the seventh century A.D. Arabs came from seuth with
&n Islamic upsurge and missien and Rurds cenvsrted te Islamd
8. Wahesd S.A., n,7 p. 126,
9. Inid p. .
10, Wiaheed S.,A., n,7,p.%5
i1, Imid, p, 56,
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in the mid of the seventh cantRIY AcDisnccocss Gnd ramiined

£4rm believers ef the Sunni Sect,!

By the ond of the

eleventh century pelitceal anarchy and disunity ameng muslims
yielded te Meongels attacks im the regien, hence Mengels

feunded a streng empire in Feurteenth century included Turkish
and Iraqi Kurdistan, In the Ottemen peried Rurdistan was
divided ameng Persia and Turkey in 1639 A,D, an Agreement

12 Further
seme of Kirds have centacts with Sheh and sultan, simltanesusly.

botween Shah Abbas and the Otteman Sulten Marad IV,

In the 19th century A.D. Europsan imperialist pewers
pmetrated disguised ferm by increasing trode end trode
capabilities and by giving sems ecenemic incentives and help,

At the time ef first Werld War, Eurepean imperialism yeached
at height in the regien and divided the wvhele of Middle East
into their spherxes of influence snd contending pewers ware
that ef Britain, Russia, Fronce and Gexmany, It rasulted inte
formatien of navr natien states causing turmeil ever the
berder lands, Rurdistan became divided in thres separate
natiens, i.,e,, Turkey, Iran and Iraq by Treaty of Xk Sykes-Picet
(1916)"3. Treaty of Sevres (1920) and the Treaty eof Lauaanne(wzy.
11, Ibid, p. 56
12, Ghassemleu A.R., Kurdistan and Kurds (Publishing
heuss ef the Czechesclevak Acadeny ef Sciencae, Pragus,
1965), p. 37.
13, Fisher W,B,, n, 2, n, 176,
14, Kendal, The m:ds t;ndet the Otteman Empire, im

Chaliend G., -{Ed,), Peeple Witheut a Ceuntry:
The Kuxds and Rurdistan, (Lenden, 1980), p, 41,



On the ether, becsuse of pelitical unewareness and
lack of coerdinatien ameng Rurds and their varieus tribes
they missed an oppertunity of pelitical vacuum en the regiem
in 19191920 and ceuld net take thie eppertunity te beceme ene
single natien state, ?unhér they devel eped separate pelitical
erganizatiens in Iran, Irag and Turkey, Artificial divisien
of Kurdistan and differences ef epiniens ameng themselves
and varying Kurds in administrative centrels, Kurds suffered
a let and they had to centinue thair struggle, Irag gave
sema autsnomy in March, 1970 but Iraq Gevernment systematically
and cleverly kept Kirkuk pm&nccls away frem Rurds' autenemeus
regien and thus they managed te haviest riches ef the ragien fer
the benefit of the rest of the ceuntry and deprived Kurds
frem their netural endewhments., In Iran the struggle for
autenewy stilli centinues inaﬁite of tha changae ef pelitical
autherity with the exit of shah ef Iran and ne bedy can guess
the time fer cemplate pesace te retum,

COLONIAL OVERTONES AND INFLUERCE

The facters respensible for colenial history ef
Rurdistan during 19th and early part ef 20th century are,
industrial revelutisn in Eurepa, the grewing weakness ef
Turkish Empirs, the discevery #f eil in the Kurdish land snd

- W A s A e W W

15, Tha XXXVII sessien of Internatienal Cemmissien ef
Inquiry, sent by the Ceuncil ef the League of

astien 1time tel
L'ﬁ:":.’é‘a’&at&f’3%3?.§E°g‘i‘33“nla““msu1t in ¥avour b

of British mandate in Iraq, And completed divisiens
of Kurdistan, while attaching Mesul Villayat te Iraq,
Ghagsamlou A.Ro. N 14, Pe 162,



39

may be enemity amemg Muslims, Industrial revelutien
increased industrial pmmction. that created two preblems
i.e, ene was to find a market for dumping the excess
preduction and the ethor ﬁasto £ind enough rew materials

to keep running the facteories, Both thase requirements were
met threugh celenizatien elsewhers by Eureps=sn pewers, Thus
Britain, -mﬁs:la. Gaynany, .Ftance and Italy penetrated the
Middle Bast. "Their econemic penatratien was accempanied
by equally active pelitical pressure,* 16

The cemmercial vtmaties of Ottoman amﬁire with the
European natiens and its indifferent attitude aﬁd further
dacline of Ottomon pewer gave clear way to fereignars,
Fersign ewnarship widesprasd in mest ef the ecenemic field,

such as Baghdad railway develepment by Germany“

¢ 011 pipeline
by France and Britaim, Moreever military interventiem and
assistance became a normal phenemsnen, e.é. in 1854 Britain

o

and France supperted Turkeyl against Russians'® expansien,

First quarter of Twentieth cantury was a peried eof
fierce struggle betwean the Russians, the British and the
French and latter en Germans., Of which Kurdistan became
16‘ . Fiﬂha’f w.ao' n.2. Pe 170.

17. Stamp L. Dudley, asia: A regienal and Ecenemic
Geegraphy (Lenden, 1967), edn, 12, p. 93,

18, Dewdnay Jehn C,, Turkaey (Lenden 1971) p, 70,



M rmy ety

1

DI\IIS!ON OF KURD!STAN

r‘\
g ~ BY
\COLON!AL POWERS
" IN 1916
) v( (7?\ )
i B NPT
N t.\.m,.am\ \
& v PERSIA " )
. Y Z\..- /
—  Control by NS %Qc)
~ Vg
st f
Sphere Of Intluznce 4‘..1 ? g
%&\0 & %Q
Basod on: Fishore W. 8. (1972) '\ *\,}
..
\,& 7
, Sourc: Fichor ©4.0. (Lénden 1978) 59 80 ’°° Kins.

! -
N TR T T o e CMOTITIIDL I L 2 i e e e ey s J 8 ST T o T npeemgnns by | e




€
o

the mesting place of different agents of imperialist
pswers., On the other hand, beginning of 20th century saw
Areb natienalism cemming up and that Eurthe:#-uted by British
by giving them seme military agsistance in 1914 and im tum
used them as a pelitical weapen against Turkey,

The colenia)l evertene reached at its height im 1916
by the Sykes-Picet Treaty, 19 vhich was drewn up between
Britain, FPrance and Russia, (See Figure Ne, 18), Bach
country was to raceive various territories sither in full
pessessien or a3 a spheras efv influence over the Turkish state.zo
The Treaty remain dead lettar, since Russia cellapsed in follew-
ing years, The ;nbtivatien of trasty was ia the interest ef
imparialist pewars and meant to partitien of Middle Bast,
The Treaty of Sevras (1920) can be regarded a high water mark
of Buropean intexventien in the Middle East by which twe
parts of Kurdistan further divided inte feur parts i.e. Turkey,

Iram, Iraq and Syria,

In Iran Russia was the main celenial pewer which
captured seme provinces ir the north-west Iran, e.,g. Azarbaijen

province was detached frem Iram in 1928,23

Rissia was having
her warmm water plan te reach the Indian Ocean and te eccupy
ssuthern Iranian eil fields but having a strongheld of British

19, Lerenze K, Kimpall, The Changing Pattem eof
Political Pewer in Iraq - 1958 te 1979) (New Yerk,
1972), p. 167,

20, Pisher W,B. n.2. Pe 176.

21. D@dﬂﬁ? J.cﬂg D. 20. p. 70.
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in the Guldf and seuthem Iran, it made impessible te

Rassian to reach thers, Iran has accepted Missia's suzerainty

22

and gave grand capitualtery. Russian cemmarce with Persia

centinued te grew upte 1914, After the cellapse of Russian
Empire, British feorces sent to nerth west te rasist German
and tribes of Zagres (Kurds), bacause Germon and Turkish
agents had preveked Zagres tribes ;qa:lnst British !o:éu in
the Persian Gulf, mrm@ 194145, Iran bacagm an impertant
supply Sése and a link between the Persian Gulf and mss!.a.za

INTEREST BEFORE OIL 3

{a) POLITICAL INTEREST s B‘afom the discovery of eil in the
Kurdistan, Ottomen Sultan and Persian sheh and fereigm pewers
have thoeir pelitical as well as oéoa-ns.c interaests in Kurdistan
aren, Waak Ottomen s(altan adaptéd a pelicy of 'd!.vit_ie and rule’
and created snemity beatwaen hotregaeneus greups, Kurds against

Amenians.“ md ceuld centrel the King%u and served his

interest, Ottemsn Sultan utilised Kurdish military ferce in

5

the battle of Tehaldyranz to defeat his rival, the shah ef
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22. The Middle East and North Africa - 1974-7% ¢ A Survey
and reference beek (Londen, 1974, Eurepsam Publicatien),
edn, 231, p. 321,

23, In the Prevince of Azar®aijan the Seviety Cemmand.s.ces
actively, pursued 2 pelicy eof forming an imdapendent,
or at least autonomeus state,® Admends J,C,, KRurdish
Natienalism, Jeumal of Centemperary Histery, (Lendom,
1971)‘ Ve. ‘6. Ne. 10_ Pe 96,

24, Fisher W.,B. n, 2, p. 166

25, During Pese-Otteoman battle of Tehaldyran (North
of Mardistan) in 1514 A,D,, the Kurdish chieftaims
feught alengside the Otteman Sulta Salim the
cmiel and centributed to his victery., Chalimd G,
(ed), n, 16, p. 22,



Persia, Amother motice of Otteman Sultan was that te make
Kurdistan as a buffer (state), cutonemeus principalities

en the Turkish Iraoniaen .border. that wvere ffiendly to Turks
but, weuld resist aggress:loﬁ frem any ether source, Fer
the same purpese Shah Abbaes ‘utnzted ‘pPlanting’ Kurdish
colmiés in the nerth«rest of Iran fer preventing attacks

ef Turks, Further Parsis intreduced the Kurdish standing
ferce, Xnewn as the *Cessack Force'z‘ to centrel the wilder
and mere ramete éma.' the idea which they get frem Russians,
The Turks alse liked this idea and 1891 they introduced seme

irregular Rurdish cavalry urits, knewn as *Hamidiye Rogimaata‘?v

France, Britain, Germany end Russia were intersstad
in Kurdistan area to extend their influence in thatarsa,
hence, Kurdistan becams an aremd of cenflicting imperislist
pewers, Russia capturad Nerthern Kurdistan (Azareaijen)

as a part ef her plan te reach warm water perts eof seuth, On
the ot.‘ner‘hand. France and Britain strengthened their
influence in scuthermn Kurdistan te prevenmt further Russiam
expansien in the seuth,
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26,27, 0* Ballance E, Kurdish Revelt 1961-1970
(Lendon, 1973), p. 17.

28,29, Divan Tax frem Kurdisten appreximately
2,000,000 Nimars (Ruzbutal-qulabh) amd
201,500 Divan dues cellscted, Beyle J,A.(sd),

Tho Cambridge Histery ef Iran (Lenden, 1968),
Vel, 5, p. 498,
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{») ECONOMIC INTERESTS 3 Befera oil, Kurdiston was a
land of fuedal Aghas, while keeping them umnder deminati en,
*Otteman Sultan and Persian Shah ceuld cellect much amgunt

28 29 pefers 0il Kurdistan was

frem Divan Tax™ and Divan Iues,
a coleny of Turks, Iranions and latter en celenis list pewers
of Eurepe, 'which provided them with cheap and abundant
labeur, varieus minerals and agriculturel preducts, and alge
previde ground for Tugkish manufactared preducts’-C Mereever,
a troined amy treups and good quality herses ars the great
help to Otteman and Persien Empires, e€,9., "Twe third ef

Persian treups censisted of Knrﬂs."‘31

INTEREST AFTER OIL 3

(a) POLITICAL INTEREST 3 After oil discevery in Kurdistan
area in 190132. the rivalries ameng celenisalist pewers

increassi for oil, thus Rurdistan pelitically bacame mere
impertant, During Pirst werld War, parts ef Kurdistan were

2 battlefield of the Turkish and Raussian au:mi.ea.33

Russia
deminated eastemrn Turkey and Westemn Iran (almest Kurdistan)

and en the sthear hand Turks tried te proveke religieus feiings
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28,29, Divan Tax frem Kurdistan appreximately
2,000,000 Dinarxs (Nuzbutal-qulab) and
201,500 Divan dues cellected Beyle J.A.(ed),
The Cambridge Histery of Iran (Lenden, 1968),
Vel. S5, P 498,

30, Kandal, Kurdistan in Turkey, im Chaliand
G (ed), No, 16, P. 82,

31, Ghassanleu A.R., n, 14, p, 41,
32. wahﬂed SOA.' N.. 7. p. 15‘.

33, Chegsemlieud A.R., KRurdistamn in Iran, in
Chaliand GQQ  + 1 16. Pe 117.
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of Kurds against men-mslims, Russia was keen te keep

them neutrel to implement her wam water gstratey, keaﬁwhille
Rurds swareness for their sutonomy and indepen-ient state
increased. Se they supperted Kemal in Turkish Natienal
movement, heping that, thay will §et. independant state

but after-ward Kurds were deceived by him,

The Sykes-Picet Treaty (1916) maimifeste in itself
the kean interest of Britain, France and Russia in Kurdish
territery te make Kurdistan as their coleny, but that treaty
remain dead after the fall of Ruaa_ia'..' fn' 1925 Britain seught
fer Kurds sympath Yy te gain Mosul Villayat, But that time
Germany was interasted in creating o Kurlish Separote State,
but censidering not to antagonise rest of the Arab verld,
the Gcmans drepped the 1dea, After 1ndepan19nco of Iran,
Iraq and Turkey, these countries adepted a pelicy of amlgama=
tien of differsnt greups ani areas either by the precess of

adjustment or by impesitiea,

(®) ECONOMIC INTEREST 3 After the discevary eof eil in
Kurdistan area in 1971, "william D'Arcary, an Anst.rauan..v
ebtained an eil cencaesaien frem thae shah ef Iram ,.. the mest
prefitable eil fisld in the Kurdistan land, by abeut same

time..... in the Kurdish land (Mosul and Kirkuk)".>* other .
celenizlist pewers also got eil capitualitien £rom Otteman sn

Persian empsrers, thus Kurdish eil Became a major seurce eof
fereign meney, Mﬂle in ésarch of ei)l, many mines discevered
in Kurdiatan. hence axplpiﬁatibn @f minerals alse started at

34, Wahead S.A,, n.' 7¢ Pe 154,



larxge a‘éale. Germen cemstructed Baghdad Railway fer this

season only, Bridshers were interssted in Mesul eil, “The
British toek these psrt of Mosul eriginally assigned te the
French in the Sykes-Picet Agresment and surrendered later in

rsturn fer eoll concassims.35

Abandant of natural and human reseurces {(Kurdish
standing army) in Rurdistan, attyacted the fereign imperialist
peverx and ragional p-wers, hence Kurdistan became a celeay
fer stratsgic expleitatien of natural and human resources,

Due to impertance givan by forsigners te Kurdistam, a pelitical
awargness ameng Kurds develeped and that led te several

Kurdish revelts, eof 1826, 1834, 1853-55, 1880 and ze en) in
Turkey, Aftor discevery of o4l in Kurdish tarritery and
increasing velitical awareness ameng Kurds.' 'mrdistan as a
separats stote demand became quite streong, merwevaer, am
i-éprassiu and resistance 1acmaas§l in Xurdistam, Due te
British interest in Mesul eil, Kurdistan get divided in feur
parts, while attachment ef Mesul Villayat te Iraq. RKurdish
indspendeat mevement was suppressed imn very cmoi manner,

As a different pelitical pewer and rulers in Kurdish territory,
Rurds at different part ebwviously get different pelitical
atfiliauona. hence, Kurdish mevement lacked ceerdimatien

aneng them, T&k ing advamtage ef it, Turkey and Iren suppressed
Rurdish mevemant very cruelly and to soms extent Iraq alse did
in the sams fashien.
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35, 5. Stanflerd J., Histery of ths Otteman
Bmpire and the Modern Turkey (Londen, 1977)
V.lo Ixo Pe 3280
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RURDISTAN IN THE CONTEMPORARY PERIOD

Boginning of the 20th cenisury. nati onalism became
a feorcs im mest of the ceuntries of Middle Bast. Many eof
them get independance frem their colenizl pewsers. In the
wake of such dwimominen fxwocxinix xsftwectxk xase an athes
and faveur, the Rurnds also demonded separate state but they
cpuld net get it en the centrary, Thay were further divided
in more parts than, previeusly. With the partitiom, the Kurds
remained sggrieved and teju‘ienatad their afferts fer pessibkle
unified autcnomous Kurdistan but nene of these natien states,
Iran, Iraq and Turkey could telerate such a situatiem and
theresfore Rurds bncame a preblem to them, Xurds viewed that
sykes-Picet agreement is against humon rights of 'thé people
‘1iving tegether im a geegraphically distt#.ct reqgien, After
tho fall of Russia in 1917 and Otteman Empire in 1918, &
pelitical was vacuum created in the regiem but this eppertumity
could net bPe utilized by Kurds because of :lncompgt.&t. leader-~
ship guiding their Qdestiny,

Thy ware still at a stage of develepment in which the

enly leadership to emerge was more suscaptible to clerical

and feudal influences than to any 'medernist’ tendencias".“

Because of this weakmess Kurdish movement stsnds torm, as a
result of the conflict betwaeen traditienalists and medermists

and divided inte half a dezen parties and committeas, this
37

leadership ceuld net rise to the iccaa!.on.

36, Keadal, in n, 16, p. 3%
37. md' p" :39’:



Allicd pewars glessed over the Kurdish preblem im the
Treaty of Savers (10 August, 1920), hewever, Article Ne, 62«64
ef this treaty gave consideration to autenemeus state eof
Kurdistan, Treaty of Lausanne (24 June 1923) 4id net
censider Kurdish problem at all, As a result of it, Xurds
divided inte four different state and remained as mimerities
in Irem, lIraq and Turkey and Syria, HKurdish movements were
ferced devm and banned in these States. The demand fer
autenomous state was also ncﬁ censidered énd meresver, the
autherities denied eves the mimerity rights to Rurds, 1In
Turkey, Kurdish movemant was suppressed in a very cmal menner,
Abgut this Jawaharlal Nehru said "the Turks, whe had enly
recently been fighting for their ewn freedm, crushed the
Kurds, It is strange, how a defensive nationalism develops
inte an aggressive ena for dcminat.i’n sver ethars ,.., Jut
her can sne crush for ever sther p&ple whe ingist en freedom,

w38

and are prepared to pay the price fér ic, _Kupds revelted

againgt Turkish Gor ernmeant in 1925 and 1930 but the revelt was

cendemned to daath.39
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ag. Nehmy J.L., Glimpses eof Worll History
(Allah&haﬂ. 1935)' V.l. II‘ p. 1108.

39, Sheaikh sSaid and ether lsaders wexre brought
to Ceurt and exescuted, 53 leaders of the
revelt were santencad te death, GChessamlen
A.R., Ne 1‘. Pe 51‘ '
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Ths Turkish Gevermmant implemantad the pelicy ef terrer,
The freedom and existence of the Kurdish peat was difficule
as well as the use of Xurdish language was banned im Turkey,
The Turks made mere intensive military expeditieus im Kurdistan
ayea and declared Kurdistan as a military area fer s leng
time, 1In May, 1932, a new law was passad, by which thsusands
of Kurds were deperted inte other areas where they were te

constitute 5% of the populatiou.w

Hence, se meny Rurdish
families had te stand up reeted frem their soil, seclety and
hems land, Turkey, Persia and Iraq signed the Saadabad Treaty
en 8 July, 1937, ef which Article 7 was aimed agsinst the

Kurdish mevement,

In Iraq and iran. Kurds faced more or less the same
types of preblems and terturs, British seught suppert of Kurds
in Meosul question but st the gsama time they demied Kurdish
demand ef an independant state, Moresver they suppressed
Kudish mevement led by Sheaikh Mohamud Barzinji im 1925 and
1932 by military epsratien, The Kurdish rebsls dememstreted
to ramind the Lsague of Natiens ef its premigaes coacaminqin
autenemeus Kur dish administratiem byt the Ceumcil in 1932
declarxed that it iz impessible for it te de se., The Saadabad
Treaty (1937) was against the fermation and activities of
Kurdish asseciatien in Iraq., Tha Treaty ef Severss preveked
the revelt in seuthem Kurdistan, betweem 1920 te 1925 (The
Simk mevement), Leader of it, Sheaikh Mehamud momaged to held
Iraniam Rurdistan ragiem but the lack ef ceerdinatien ceupled
with misguidance, he cemmitted a tragic errer ef killing the
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40, Ibid, p. 61.
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Assyrian leader Mir sh:!.nuua‘?1 which firmally dampemed the
mevement and it Bebmme difficult to initiate again such a

strong movem=nt immediately.

Kurdish prohlim has‘ é:ontiuimd after Werld war I1I,
During second werld war, Kurds fomed their own Kingdem in
January 1946"/(Kingd’em of Mahabad in Ironian Kur&istan). Rt
it ceuld not live leng because of lack of ceerdinatien and
surrendar withdrawal of Iraéi Kor dish leader Barxrzani, 5e
that Irenian forces could breke down the Kingdem in 194742
and hanged the Kurdish leader in the public and thus thah ef

43

Iran was able to crush the Demecratic Mevemant, Ireniasa

Army cmahqd the peasant rsvolt here and slsewhere, The Pact
1ike sSaadabed was again signed by Iran, Irag, Turkey and Pakistan

44

en 23 Pebruary 19566 called as a *Baghdad Pact, Shah of

Iran gave strategic help to Iraqi Kurdistan mevemeat, se that,
Kurds in Iran kesp quiet and bs neutral with shah, *It was
censidersd that any K0P actien against Shah's regime was
censidersd 58 a hostile act tewards the Rurdish mnlutiu".‘s
41, Chassemleu A,R., Kuriistan im Iran, in n. 16, p, 117,

42, Keasing's Centemperary Archives, 1946-48 (Londen,
Kessing's Publicatien Ltd.,), Vel, VI, p, 7952,

43, "shah denied elected KDP candidate whe get vetes
batwacn 80% to 99% im Mahabad,® Ghassemleu A.R,,
in n, 16, pe. 122,

44, The Middle East and Nerth Africa - 1974-75, n, 24,
pe 361, One e¢f the gemeral principal ef the pact
is "The Ceuncil recegnised that attempt at sube
version im tha area must be -sfasated and psaceful
conditiens maintained" Kos-sing’s Centemperary
Archives, Vel, XI (1957-1958, Lenden) p. 16024,

‘5. @'Iallind G. ‘gdo). n. 16. p. 124.



At present also, Rurdistan is facingy sevaral pr»iam's.
Situatien in Iranian Kurdistan fias beceme werst, Kurdistan
area has haceme an intensive militarized zene than any ether
part of Iran, The Army and the Pelice exercises complstes
autherity. The mevement of pepulatien is ntrictlf centrelled,
Fellowing tﬁe Agreemant sigmed betwesn Iran and 'Imq on 6 -
May, 1975 even the mest minimal demsnd fer natienal

rights is very saverely repressed,

'rhe'te.r;var'of the /poguhcy‘in Turkish part cf Kurdistan
still centimued, Turkish is the only official languags, which
crestes main preblem ef Kuxdish *,:ébp_le that they are cempelled
net te use their own lancuage, “Hoio than three quarters ‘of
the Rurds in Turkey de net speak the efficial language of

tha State.‘ﬁ

- There is ne school whera teschimg instructiens
arxe imparted in XKurdish language, Radio Baghdad's bmd&ast
in lb.irdiah language prevekes the pepular foeliug in Turkish
Kurdistan, Altheughfreedeim of theughts and expressien was
given in 1961 censtitutien, it is net implemented im preper
spirit and therefere a bad effect of this is that Kurds split
botween Justice Party and New Turkieh Party, Parliamentarists
and Leninists, etc, Baing divided, the result is that Kurdish

stand and the spirit of mevemsnt got diluted,
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46, RKendal, KXurdistan in Turkey, in Chaliancl G,
n., 16, p, 84, Mest Kurdish paseple 40 net speak
a verd of Turkish language; in Mardin 91%, Siirt
87, Hakkari 81% in Diyarbekir 67 in Bingel 68%
in Bittis 665 etc,



49

In Irag 3 systematic blas ngainat the Kurds® mineritiaes
has been rampant by means ef ecenemic discrimination and
threugh depertatien of Arab pepulatien ia Kirkuk area and
Kurds eut of Kirkuk area, Harch Manifesto eof 1970, triad to
splve the Rurdish probigm but it created further pyeblem as
the economic centre of Kurdistan, the Kirkuk eil fleld is

being detached from Kurdistan autonemsus mgioa."

and it
is a sevare damage to the ecenomy of Kurdistan area and a

brask en the pessible ecenemic develepment,

Mest of the problems of Kurdistan could be viewed £rem
political and acénoniic angles, New m:‘c!s are inm minerity in
-all feur states i,e, Turkey, 'I?x'an.' Iféq and Syria., And as a
miuority greup, thay are having several minerity preblems,
Kurdistan is considered ecememically and secially a backward
regien, " Due te sevaersl revelts launched frem time to time
by Kurds against the central autherity im all feur states and
censequent suppressien of Kurds mevement by these central autherit|
thaere it develeped on antagenistic attitude suspicien and
distrust which always creep in as the barrisr ia any negetiatien
fer selving impasse, Vereigners have played a demaging rele
by way of imnfesting., Kurds develepsd the regiem by variant
ideslegies and affiliatiens., The result is thst umity ameng
thamselves has beceme a big cquestien mark and a umited freat
as an impessikility,
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47. Kirkuk prepesal en basis ef 1957 cemsus results
which gave the number of Kurds 800,000, whersas
the DPK maintainad that the present figure wvas
2,300,000, Keesing's centemperary Archivaes
(Mﬁd’h. 1974). V‘l. n' Pe
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Anethear main cause of _Kurdis‘h preblem is the
develepment of a feaudal soclety which never allews them
- to come gut of their traiditiena‘l etheg and ferreur, Every
Agha want oniy his autherity on his greup, wh},ch is undemo~
cratic, Ecenomic develeopment of Kurdistan regien in any
state is net to the satisfaction of the RKurds, Regienal
imbalances of scememic development between Kurdish area and
nen-Kurdish ares is enommeus, it has generated the semse
of being trestad step-mstherly and placed heavy barriers
en any unity meve, Gevernment's ‘mstrictiona en agriculturel
pmdizctilon and sale of it is further raspensible for werseming

the ralationship between peasants and gevernment,

Kurdistan en the Kurds are the eoffasprings of the varieus
historical, political and secio-econemic precasses in the
regicn of Middle East as well as in the feur States ef Iran,
Iraq, Syria and Turkaey, It cannet be tokan for a study in
isolatien, a3 it is the bye-.product of semething massive
existing continueusly in the region in similar or etherxwise
forms througheut its histery, Of ceurse, one has te give the
dus to the impact of goegraphy en such a state of affairs, It
is rather difficult as well as beyend the scepe of the presemt
study te suggest ways and means of the selutien, It weuld tske
time and enly then enc can say fairly en the pessible develep-

ments in Kurdigtan,
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CHAPTEIR IV

DEMOGRAPHIC ASPECTS OF KURDISTAN

gy

The recent demegraphic data on Kurdistan region is

elcther inadequate or unralisble or both.l

Only Turkey
have long time series of data from 1927, etherwise Iren
and Irag had their censuses started frem 1957 and .1947
raspectively, The generasl paucity dsta and statistical
infermation on Kuriistan could be explained en the basis
of a practical preblem of census making, where & high
prepertion of the population is nemadic and semi-;nmadic

in cha racter.z

Thaere saems to be no histerical reference abeut the
total pepulation of Kuriistan except that of Kurdish
military men and their hersas, aither in Sultan's and
sShah's amy, It is an interesting nete te ogbserve that
at the time of Turkish indspondance, Kuriish leaders posed
praeblem of Kurdish saphrate state in the heuse of leagus ef
Natiens in 1923, whers the lesgue of Natiens asked}:he Rurdish
leaders te reprasent facts abeut the Kurdish majority within
9 menths but they ceuld net 10 se, ebvieusly iue to the
paucity of infermation and asbsence of any recerd, Political
consideratiens are alse respemsible for the uareliability snd

inadequacy of ethnic. racial and linguistic data, as fer ixabie

Y’Tur doeg mot- AT moomne of Kk o\sM’wn o &'oaN vecr
f”hﬂrfﬁz@w Wy Comsder Kundg ant Mouu;\v{-m nows Twykse’, ‘g\ v

1, Beameunt, The Middle Fast, Lemien 1972, p, 175,

2, Ibid,

" Figher W T3, The Middle tast -~ \ﬂ\)&&ﬂ-& Sodla amd &’—%\m\aﬁ
@xwwh}eﬁf Londom, 1978)

.
*P.191.
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The verd "Kurd® was completely remgved frem the Turkish
language, The Gevemnmmant prehibited te ether than Turkish
pesple te claim their ethnic and rocisl identity, "It is
enly the Turkish natien that has the privuage‘ te claim ethnic
and racial rights in this ceuntry 'an‘d ne sther elements is

entitled te de so.‘

A case with Iranian Kurdistan is alse the
same, The Chauvinism of the Pan Turkish and Pan-Iranian craving
for ancient glery make it impessible te acquira any cerrect
official figures giving the number of Kurds in these ceuntries,
Naturally, many Kurds de net declare their mether tengue in a
ceuntry, where the werd Xurd is prehibited, Fer exompls, the
fellewing efficial statistics include the fellewing facts, that
18, in 1935 there were 13,899,100 Turks and 1,480,200 Kurds,
while in 1945 already 16,590,500 Turks, But enly 1,362,900
Rurds, i.e, 117,300 less than in 19355 N |
Only Iragli Gewvemment has censidered Rurdish minerity
with the recent "March manifeste” in 1920° mut curteusly eneugh
they manipulated the Kurdish pepulated area and their numbers
fer a precenceived pelitical gain. Iraqi Cevemment tried te
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4 O'Ballance (Edger), The Kurdish Revelt 1961-1970
(Lenden 1973), Faber and PFaber limited, p,19," it
was alleged that mere than 600,000 Ruris (were) killed
betwaen 1915 and 1918 in the esastem villagers ef
Turkey., Queted frem the Kurds By Hassan Axfa, Oxferd
University Press (1966),

Se Sevremennaya Turtsia, Mescew 19593 p.28., in A.R,
Chassemleu, Kurds and Rurdistsn, (Prague 1965), p.21,

4 March Manifeste:s This is tha agresment en the peaceful
and demecrotic settlemant ef the RKurdish preblem
anneunced by the revelutien cemmand ceuncil en March
11, 1970, (sSettlement ef the Kurdish preblem in Iraq,
Ath«thawra publicatien 1974, p. 5).
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take separate census of Kurdish pepulatien 2s on implemen-
tatien ef *March Manifeste®,’ but Rurdish leader Mustafa
Burzani appesed this effert bacause of manipulatien in
ceunting Kurds pepulatien and mrdisﬁ afea as a result the

census ceuld net cemplete,

»For tha\"assessmnt of the dgm.gtaphic feat: ros of
Kurdistan, 4%.!5@ reliance on MsMnt statistics and data
maoy yield digterted analysis, therefere cress<checks arxe
inevitably necessary, anether way_.f assessing demegraphic
characéeristicai is ta cenaider a fmsh and exact demarcatien
of aren ef Kardistan for this purpese. It is reslly very
tduficult to detemine the acmﬁl number of Kurds mhaﬁtinq
'tﬁa regien, primarily becsuse of the pelitical metivatiens
§£ résﬁéct.i.v# qwe:ﬁmﬁnte"in numkering the Kurdish tetsl
poﬁuiét:hn.s" ‘ o

7 Settlemant of the Kurdish preklem in Ireq,
Ath«-thawra publicatien 19743 p, 139 clause 5,
states that "tie (Gevemment) have discussed with yeu
{Rurds pzeple) the questien ¢f pestpening the
census enly after Mr, Al Barzani had teld cemrade
Murtadha al-Hadithi that ysu ware net prepared te
racegnise the result of the census i1f they indicatce
the presence of an Arck Majerity in the enumerated
arsas,

8 Millet, August 31, 1980; Ne, 1636, in Ghassemleu
A.Rey Kurdisten and Rurds (Prague 1965), p. 23.
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The other sources havze compesed the estimates based
en scientific bodies, travellers and orientalists of varieus
countries, Vestern Scientific publicotiens do not 3iffer
marked by frem the official statistics offered by respactive
countri~s, For instance, the Encyclopedia American stated
the total number of Kurds to be 1700,000 and Encyclepasiio
Britanics 1,500,000, It is, however, quite interesting
that already in 1892 tha French Gevernment im its vellow
beok speke abeut 8,012,897 Kurds,

The Commissien Aespatched to Kurdistan by the League
@f Nations in 1925 to investigate ¢m Mesul cquestion state,
the figure of 3,200,000 was given &5 the pepulation of the
entire Rurdistan, W, Doqqlaa. Justicae of the U,S, Supreme
Court declared in 1952 that "nearly ene ferth of the sixteen

million inhabitants of Iran are Kur':ls.9

The Great Seviet
gncyclepaedia of 1952 presents ¥ (seven) millions Kurds,
i.e, 2«3 million in Turkey, 2-2,5 million in Iram and 12

millien in Iraq in 1939,10

The mamerandum presented in 1948 to the United
Natiens by & greup of Kurdish intellasctuals after the
fiqure of 8 millien Kurils residing in Turkey, Iron and Iraq,
A.R. Chessemleu has given his astimate that the pepulatien eof
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9. Deuglas W., Strange lands and friendly
Peeple, (Lenden 1952), p., 55.

10, Balshaya Sevetskaya Entsiklepedia Vel, 24,
Pe 91 in Chassemleu (AQR.). Kuriiston anq
Kurds, (Praque 196S), p. 22,

s



Kurdistan ameunt te 10,600,000 peeple and further mere
raeside appreximately 1,200,000 ags members of the ether
nationalities and natienal nminorities, The Encyclepeadia

of Britanica 1971 gives the Kurdish pepulation abeut 3 te

5 million i,e. Turkey 2,000,000, Iraq 750,000, Irem 150,000

11 a8

and Syria 250,000, Anether astimateq[giveJ?%.B. Fisher

the well knewn exXpart en the Middle East Geography is as

fe1lews}?
Po ation of Ka

‘CGuntziss Max imum Minimum
2., Iran 5,000, 000 1,800,000
3, Iraq 2,500,000 1,5503000
4, Syria 600, 000 320, 000
5, Lebanen 70, 000 40,000
6¢ U.S.S.R, 300,000 80, 000

TOTAL 16,470,000 6,990, 000

avidences ond the present census reperts, the Kurdistan

Soe soonooboe  xeoemetoeix ot acexcioe

Taking acceunt of all these seurces and histerical

porulatien cam be estimated betwesn 9 te 12 millien,

11,

12,

Cncyclepaiia of Britania (S=eul 1977)

Vel, 9 p, 824,

Ficher W.B., Ths Middls East, (Lemden 1978)

Pe 191,



present demarcated area of Kurdistan hes 9,45 millien

13 Thae demarcated arma of Kurdistan consists

'p.pulation.
of 9 prwviaéea of south-eastern Turkey, 3 previnces of nerth-
west Iran and 4 provinces of nerth eastern Iraq, The tetal
demarcated area is 284413,5 Sq. Km, and has 8,457,240

pepulatien ocecerding te 197576 census.l‘

On the basis

of this d=marcated area, ene can asssess the dsmegmphic
feature of the Kurdisten regien, Though populatien figures
of Kurﬂistan;are net very mucﬁ‘aﬁre but it is significant
as it gives fair idea abeut athnic er~cu1tura1 JroupPSecs e
the situation of pepulatien numbers can have the mest

impertant pelitical implications......als

P ation G th 3

Thers is no separate ceonsus for the pepulation of
Kurdistan or net even majer demegraphic data em Kurdish
pepulatien is avallable, A little effort has been made in
Iraqi Knrdistqh in 1974 but that alse ceuld not materialise

16

Aue te poelitical reasen, Censidering that the pepulatien

13, Calculatedl frem Annual Statistical Abstract ef
Iraq 1976, Statistical yearbeek of Turkey
1979, and Iran Year besk 1977,

14, Fisher Vi.B.; n. 13, p, 191,

15. Ibidg. Pe 269.

i6, Ses Settlement ef Rurdish Problem, m, 5.
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can becemes -deuble withim 25 yesars, then new pepulatien of
Kurdistan sheuld be aresund 12 te 13 millien, The demarcated
Kurdistan areas population is 9.45 millien which is net far

from abeve aestimates,

Jf yeu ebserve the pepulation grewth trand frem 1945-75
ef different previnces of Kuriistan (See Table Ne, 3), yeu
can find majérity of previnces' pemilation is en the decline
and subsequent increase i,e. Agri, Bingel, Bitlis, Mardin,
Siire, Kerdistan, Al-Tameem and Dhek, The relatively slew
rate of growth between 1940 and 1945 is prebably a preiuct of
abnermally high mertolity and sharp reduced birth rete during
the War Y22rs sinCa,...es0e0 this wasg the paried ef cens iderablae
acenemic dlfficulty.“ 17 anethar category ef increasing and
subsequent decline is in feur previnces, i.e., Diyarbakir,
Van, West Azarbaijamn and Kermanshahzsl, An accelerated decline
trend is in the Hakkuri and Mus previnces of Turkey, Arbil
and Al-sulemaniyah previnces of Iraq shew decelerated

increase (Ses Figurs No, 19),

From 1965 to 1975 the vepulatien percentages have
increased by mere than 25% im 8ll previnces ef Kurdistan
{Se2a Figure Ne, 20) (Percentage increase of pepulatien
1956-1976).18 Billis is the only provi?ce whers vepulatioen
has increased phememsmally i.e, by.107%; It is bacause ef
better agricultural econemy in Murat Valley, The very high

M e G AN A AR AR AW S WR A A M e W

17, Dwwdney Jehn C,, Turkny (Lenden 1971) p, 84,

18, Calculated frem U.N. Demegraphic ysarbeek
1966 and 1977 and Natiencl Census eof pepulatien
and heusing, Iran - 1976,



pepulation grewth 14,5% te 15% p=rcent is in the prevince

of Van, Hukkuri of Turkey, Arbil and Aa-su{maniya of Iraqg,
The Sii:t proevince of Tﬁrkay is alse having high rate ef
grewth that is " 44%, The Medium type grewth rate is 4in the
Bingel, Diyarbakir and Al Lfameem pr@viaces i.e, "35,40¢%, A
lew grewth rate pattem is found in the Agri, Mis, Mardiam and D'he
 previnces, These previnces are having terraced land with high
seil eresien, Turkish xnzdistan Previnces' pepulatien has
increased more than the Natienal averageé; The bopulation
1nc:§%aaé at veiy lew percentages in the provinces ef |
Kermanshah!,:.,» West Azurbaijan and Keradistan 125 te 135

per cent.‘ The high psrcentage increzse in the pepulatien may
be bacause af tha drbp in thermnrtalgty and especially infant
mortality.ig There are seme pelitical reasens for increase

in the pepulatien perbantaga, in cartain previnces eof Tufkey
and seme extant in Iraq, as new Military regiments couse sudden
increase in the pepulatien figure., In tho case ef Irog the
raasen is that the Baghdad Gevernment forcibly packaed mere
Kurds in the imner autohqmcus area with the metivatien ef
raducing the gesegraphical extent, In Iran ene can £find lack
of medical facilities specially in rural areas centrary to the
mest medernised medical care in the metrepelitan tewns and
high mertality rate, breught dewn the rote of pepulatien

grevth belew the natienal average,

19, Chaliand Gerad, Peeple Witheut & Ceuntry
The Kurds and Kurdistan (Lendcn, 1980) p, 48,
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] ation Dengity « 1965

Inspite of rapid rate of pepulatien increase, the
socisl and ecenemic conditions of the regien has respeasible
for low te medium pepulatien densities, The gesgraphicol
ambience in the form ef unevem and dissected tepegraphy
and harsh climate tending te semi aridity regime plus limited
land svailables for cultivatien is respensible for such a

spatial distributien ef pcpulatiol.zo

The pepulatien demsity
of Kurdistan reglen in 1265 was in the range of 8,50 te 35,30
i per Sq. Km, (See Tablé\ﬁa; 4)21. This fact is applicable feor
the pepulaticen cencentrytiom in mest of the Kurdistan regien,
althqugh Al =Tameem and Al-Sulemania previnces ef Iragq have
high density of papulatien, that is arsund deuble te the
notional averags ef 18,52, This is because of ell wells and
oil industries as we;l as geed agriculturable land with a
considerable irrigatien facilities cemparsd to vast desert
land in the seuthern Iraq (S~e Fiqurs Ne, 21), The sacend
categery of high déasity of pepulatien 1,8, 26,32 per sq, Km
is in the Diyabakir, Mardin snd Kermanshah previmces ef Irum,
88 these previnces hava‘cenaiderablo agricultural land in

the uppar basin eof Tigris and the plains of Kermanshah, A
medium density 20 te 26 per sq. km, is im the Mus, sSirit,
Agri previnces ef Turkey, Westem Azarbailjan and Kurdestan

of Iran and Arbil, D*'hek previncss ef Irag, Bingel and Bitlis

- e ox W - w am - Ou W e W e W W o - .

20, Besumeunt Pitter, Middle Easts A Geegraphical
stuly, (Lemden, 1976) p, 183,

28, Calculated frem U.N, Demegraphic Yoarbeek, 1977,
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pmvinéea recerd lew density i.e, 14,20 per sq, kms, Tha
lewest density arses are in the Van and Hakkari prevince

whare for 4 te 6 months in a year, snew exists aviangwi'th
severity of climate, in Rastem Anatelia, rugged relietf

which restricts the ameunt of land availability fer agriculture,
is the main facter, theugh the harsh winter are on added

deterrent te & dense settlement pattom.za

atien Density 19 s

The rapid thh rate of pepulation in the ragiem is
resvensible for a demser pepulation cever im Kurdiston duriag
1965-1975 (See Table Ne, 4). A drastic change in pepulatien
density has taken ploce in Bitlis pravinces presently having
47,69 per sq. km, It is moinly because ef tha fartileceil ’
and sstablishment of new vigereus industries, Mereever the cose
is the same with Diyarbakir, Mardin und Al-Tameen previnces,
which has mers than 40 mréans per sq. kms, (See Figures Ne, 22),
Arbil, D'hek, Al-Sulaimaniya and Kermanshah provinces have
high density ef pepulatiesm i.s. 33.40 per sq. km. Medium
density previnces are Agri, Mus, siirt, Wesgt /- hzamaijan;
and Kerdistan, where the land is unsuitable fer s'ettlement
and irrigatien of Agricultur=s, There oro seme exceptienully
sidtable areas Lakas Urmiyah plaim, whera cultivatien is b2ing
carrini eut much earlier thanm in the surreunding areas, The
lew density areas ef 19 te 26 persen per sq., km, ars Bingal and
Vam previaces and very lew density Hukkari prevince, where
difficult and cémplsx terrein with desp gerges and ateep slepss,
high altitude onad ﬁmh climate are the main facters.

- ap S8 W Wy Ny W W WN e W M= a5 Ay W W

22, Dewdney J.C., Turkey (Lenden, 1671), p, 79,
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Density variotions between 1965 and 1975 are many amd
seme pmviuces had recerdad phememsnal chonge in their
dengity pattern, Such high recerding deansity change areas
are mestly in Iraqi parts l,e,, in the nerth-westearn tracts
and en the ether hand tham(:;;ms areags im Xranian tracts where
the imcrease rather marginal, Such #situatien may be due te
the bettar peaceful living cenditiens in areas ether tham Iran

and cencented efferts to impreve the ecenemy of these parts,

ETHNIC AND RACIAL CHARACTARISTICS

The Kurds cenatitute ever 85% ef the pepulatiem of
Kurdistan, the rest cemprising of approximately 400,000 Turks,
300,000 Azarbalzanians, 150,000 Iramiang, 250,000 Arabs and
200,000 members of ether natiemalistes o.g., Turkemams

Assyrians and Atmoniana.za

It is rathar a teuchy guestien

to distinguish trusely Kurds frem the ethers, It is net o
matter here to search or identify Kurdish race in the

prasent study, Hewaever, vane can dwell uper sema of the wall-

knewn gonetic differemces,

Nerthem Kurds are blue aye:d, didichecephalic type whare-
as the southern and enstem Kurds are brewn, black-ayad,
brachycephalic typz., Am emiment anthrepelegist Fields, H.,
has taken 590 Kurds as his somples and examined 162 paeple,

He disceversd Armsneids typass 48, Balkan 12, Meiified mediterran:
36, Cun-Anatelis 38, pure er mixed Irsnian 4, Alpineid 12,
Mangeleid 1, and Nagreid 1, The Kurds are net the sans

every vhera like Yazidis eor Assyrians.“

iR N Gy WE S M S A AR AR Wy A W W

23, Ghog;mlcu. A.R, Kuriistan and Kurds (Pragus, 1965).
p. e ]

24, Ficld H., The Anthrepeleqy of I
1960), p. 48. ¥ raq, Part II (Lenden,
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H. Pields described Iragi Kurds physicque as fellews 3
maddum height (166(M,) relatively leng bedy and shert limbs,
The fershead and the head is wide and mmtd.zs The brachyce~
phalics is predemimant, The face is medium in size and the
nese is quite eften cenvex, The Kurd: is mere hairy tham Arab
and his hairs ars rather wavy, dark and brown and tha eyes
black put the blemde hairs and blue ayes ars alse te be
enc&ntéd. especially in the western regions, The celeur of
skin is more claar ﬁhnn that of the Arebsg, but less fime then

that ef Assyrians, The teeth are nermal and wasll placed,

Among the Kurds .thete are different types of tribes
and sub-tribes and live in separate mere or less defined areas
because the villages have rastricted intercourse anisng thame-
salves axcept éeasoaax'migratians aleng with the herds ef live-
steck. Hewevar, many a times these villages ore one family

settloments, This large family develeped vary eften chenges

are ‘
inte a sub-tribes which/abeut 10 im mumbers as fonowa.zs
The Milli (Mehrani) Kurds 3 is infact the biggest single

unit of the Kurdish peeple widely diapsrsed, They lave let of
1nter—m1xtura’af the Iraniams, hewever, thars aras Turks, the
Gstu and the Arabic spesking peeple ameng tham amd they mestly
inhabits Diyabarkir and Maxdin previmces and speak Kirmanji
dielact of Kurdish language,

25, Ibid, p. 3_5.

26, Wahead W,A., Kurds and thelr Ceuntry 1 A Histery
of Xurds pcepla, ed. 2 (Lahere 1958) p, 170.



The Guran famsus Kurdish tribe inhakit the plains
of west and seuth westem Irai: - being the densest arsund

Kirmanshah « the famous town of Woestern Iren,

Girgiriye Kurds live mestly en the Turke-Irunian
border, mestly in Van and Hakkari previnces, Thay are
semi-nomadic and as par reugh astimatas. they are 20 te 25
theusands in number, The Gurgiriya Kurds are a fina sgpeciman
of manhoad, The Batwan is a sub=tribe practising beth

agriculture as well as pasturel lands,

Thae Hagsiman Tribes oerigimlly of Rurdish au:k bt
new they arz thoroughly Araobicizel, They live areund Mesul,

They are gssttled cultivaters, grewing mestly wheat, barley and

maize etc,
The Juffs ef Iran ara feund in seuth of Lake Urmiyah

aleng the Iran-Irng berder, They basically live and herdsmen
and depand entirely em live steck fer their liveliheed, Juffs

are new arsund 12 theusands,

The Kakai Kurds live arsund Kirkuk and Sulaimaniya
-and is the impertant tribe called Kakai, They are shia in

faith snd te be mers<exact a vary extrems typs of shias,

The Kheshew Kurds live areund Arbil and Shaklawa,
Thay ars handseme, healthy and mentolly alert pseple and
aro warriors by nature, They are mors advonced thon rest

ef the Kurdish tribes,

The Pishder and the Hawraman Kurds live im Sulemaniya

puviaéa ef Iraq and olse in Iran with Hamawand sub-tribes,

They are influaencitl, very hespitable and well-informsd pesple,



The hamwands sub-tribes liva in eastem fringes ef Iran
and ara abeut 20 theusands ié number, Aleng with Guralk
tridbes, the Khailati, the Qadirx, Mir, t:ha Bﬁjalém. the Dalu and
the Tolobani Kurds sub-tribes are?éha seuth-west Iranian

Kendagtav area,

Bellagieus cempesitisns The religiom of the majerity
| ef Kurds is Islem and an everwhelming part ef the Muslem Kurds

are Sunnis, The small numbers of _shus J.S.ve mestly im seuthernm
Ktirdistan. in the area eof Kermanshah. and in the imassessible
nilly tracts eof nerth Iraq arcund Arbil and Rewsaduz, In
matter of raligicon, Kurds are very teleront os Christians,
particularly the Armenian christians have lived fer centuries

ameng them,

In Turkish Kurdistan, 99% Kurds are miglims, Thera
are alse abeut 30,000 Nesterian and Assyriams Christions and
abeut 30,000 Yazide's living wast and nerth ef M.8u1.27 In

28

Iranian Kurdistan, 08% Kurds are maslims, The remaining

2% are amenian and Assyrien christiane and seme jews,

M WP AR e AR WP AP W W TR W an W o S W o WD

27 The new Encyclepedin Britania, William Beaten
(Sesul 1977) p, 876,

28, Natienal census of pspulatiem and Heusing
Nevambar, 1976, Ne, 186 (Irom 1981),



paghdad yearbeek 1923 published by AL.Iraq press,
Baghdad cempiled by British authoritics in 1920 census table,
Thie bsingeiven as latest data is net compiled to give this
informatien ot lesst this will give a reugh estimete of the

roligien compesition of pepulatien in Ireqi Rurdistan,

sunni  Shiah Jews  Christiem Others Tetd
Mosul 244713 17186 7635 50670 30180 350378
Arbil 96100 - 4800 4100 1000 106000
K4 ricuk 85000 5000 1400 600 - 92000
Sulaimaniya 153900 . 1000 100 - 155000

W AP e @ W S S W B M g Gk Y W Ss S AN A D W dB A G WP & A AR G Wk A o

TOTAL 3 15146685 1433015 67488 78792 31180 2849282

Ssurce 3 Richard Ceke, The heart of the midadle
eaat; Thernten Butterwerth iAd, (Lenden,
1925},

In Iraqi Rurdisten mest ef the Kurds are sunni sect, and sems
Kurds are ef shiia sect, specially in the seuth, 1In the
D'hek regien (im Iraq) there are seme 150,000 belisvers ef
Yezidi religiem,

Theugh Kurds hre mestly muslims, eithoer Shiia er
sunni sects but at micre-leval they hove momy variant lecal
types, Fer example, Kizzalbash are net Iranians but ars Kurds
and spsak Kimanji, They are eriginnlly frem the Zagres meunt-
ains, They have frem place of the erigim is Shiia, but
totally different te the Iramian Shiia, Ali Olahis is
amether type ef Muslim Kurds called Alielahi, Thege All
Olahi Kurds are a sert of Half pagor Wut cenverted te
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Islam, 29

Ameng the Guren Kurds the shrine of Baba Yadgar,
lecated in a gerge above the eld city of Halwam i3 regarded

with superstitious vemeratien,

" Leadars of the different Sunni Sects (tarigat), is
se called shaikh whe still sxercise a streng influrnce
threugheut Kurdistan, Every murid must pay ot least one
yearly visit te his shaikh amd deliver presemts to him, fer
which he t.hen receives blessings, A yeung Kurdish pricet,
millah, will receive his diplema frem a remewmed religieus,
dignitery and will then be sent te a village, They are
living in clese centact with thae rural pepulatien e;nd well
aware ef their peverty and daplerable living condittoné.
These yeung intellactuals are only literate peeple in their
villages and usunl ly beceme active participants in the
natiencl libaratien army,

Either in tems of ethnicity er religien, there is
cartain amoumt of ho-modenity in the region but eme can
find lecal marked variatiens, Tha cemmem massns fael that

thay sheuld net be interfered on the ccceunt,

agquags

Kuriish is on Inie~Furopecn language and {s written
in Axebic script, 1t ie a mixture of the Persian ond Turkish
language with the feundation of the ancient chaldenn and the
Turanmian language, All peepls im Kurdistam mestly speak

M A A A G A W A S > e

29, Ali-Olahis are very much like a certain class of
Muslim cenvarts of central India belemging te the
lewer strata of seciaty whe colebrote 10 days ef
Meharram im a typical "Dussehra style®, §.A, Wahe=d,
Kurds and Kurdistan (Lahore, 1958), p, 5,
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Kurdish, hewaver, it is very difficult to give eatimate'of
Kardish speakers in this demarcated area, as data is net
available, may be bacause ef raspective gevermments®’ motive
teo kaep rasﬁrtction en aepazétist tendency ef differgnt
ethaic greups in their cocuntry, Turkish gevarmment had

tetally bamned Kurdish in 1925.30

the peeple living in
esastern high mountains regiens have fergottem their ogiginal
language, They dezcribed them as msuntain Turks, In Ixsm
when Mahpbad Kingdem ' (1945-46), Burdish was efficially
reviewed otherwise te-day, it is bamnad, Their official
-language is enly Persian and their is net a single scheel

where teaching is carried eut in Kurdish,

In spite of these pelitical restrictiens and umavgilae-
bility of data W,B, Fisher (1978) hes givem his estimate of
Kurds with their mether tengues as Kurdish is that 32,00,000

in Turkey, 1800,000 in Ircn, ond 1550000 in Iroq.-2

A degres
of demse Kurdish pepulatien is in the seuth and Seuth Eastem
Kurdishan and, in the nerthem Turkish and wWest Azarbijan
prevince, the deasity is sparse, Kurdish dees met yet has
unfied literary ferm, Thers are twe prevailing dialects in

Kaurdish laaguage (1) Kermmanji (2) Seroni, The Kexmanji
30, Chaliand G., n, 18 p, 49

1. See Map by J.H,G., Leben in East W.G,, Spate
O.H.K. (ed4,) The changing Map ef Asia, A

Pelégical Geegraphy, (Lendem 1971), 5th ed,
Pe .

32. Fishar “:.Bo R, 3- Pe 1961,
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dialect is spekea in the nerth westemm part of Kurdistan,
Kurds settlaed in Turkish Kurdistan aresund Dersim spesk Zaza
sub dislect is used, The Serxani dialect is speken in

the s@th eagtern port of Kurdistan, {,a., seuth of the

imagin,ry line cemnecting Rewanduz in Iraq with Urmiashin Ironm,

Tha Kirmanji dialect prevalled in literature until
werld war I, but sfter the prehibitien of Kurdish lanquage
ia Turkey and, due to the similtanceus grewth ef nati emal
liberatien struggle of Kurds in Iren a;md Iraq, it was the
somgi dlalect that‘bagan te preveil im the Kurdish literature,
Prgssnt days Serani /d:f:].acts is becening the chief dialect

usad in the present day Kurdish litseraturs,

In Turkey net 2 single publicatien is available
openlyv and it 1s illegal te publish anything in Rurdish,
Despite the rigo\ifes ef reprassien, .. Kurdish litersature
pelitical textes are secretly circulatcd.ss All such publi-
catiens are printed in the Latin characters adepted fer
Kurdish by the Badirkahmn brethers im the Thirties, In Turkey
and in Iran Kurdish is prehibited in scheeols etherwise axcept
enly in Iraq, aftar revelutien ef 1958, Kurdish spsaker
im Turkish Kurdistan is cemparatively less sven theugh
majerity ef the pepulation is Kurdish speaking in Agri,
Biu;s, Diys reakir, Hukkari, Mariin, Siirt amd Vam previnces,
Ian Mus and Bingel previnces areund 50% pesple & re Kurdish
apeakinge. In Bitlis previmce near abeut §% paeple are
Arabic and Siirt and Mardin mear abeut 173 te 35% peeple are

33' @\alﬁa‘d QQ. n. 18' p. 49'
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Arabic speaking, In Bingel and Mus previamces Kurdish omd

Turkish are mere er less in the sames mumbers,

Edmands (Sdmends 1957), on the basis ef persenmel
knewledge of arse estimated that the entire pepulation eof
the prevince of Sulamaiya is Kurdish and that Kurds cempesed 9
per cent snd 53 per cent raspectively ef the tetal pepulatien
of the previnces of Arbil amd Kirkuke>* In Iramiam Kurdistan
few Turkish speaker in nerth west Azarkaizan previmce and

little of Arsbs and Turks im Ssutheram prevince of Kermamshah,

RURAL DENSITY

In ganeml.“ the arces with 2 high demsity of rural
population &t the émaeut times are thesa pérts which have
always been tha mest attroctive for agriculture develemnt.”
In seme aresas ef Kurdistan, the develepment of agriculture
with the previsiem ef assimed water supply, there is
imcresase in rural density fer example Bitlis prevince in
Turkey and seuth westem plaims of Ummiyah Lake (Ses Fiqure
No., 23), The demsity pattern in Zagres amd Taureus msuntain
is far moras f:emplmc as the settlement varios frem intemsive
essids type agriculmrs carried sut by a settled pepulatienm
for axample im Kermamshahaa, Kurdistam Bitlis, Mus amd Mardim
previnces,

34, Lawless R.X., Iraq 3 changing pepulatien pattern;
in (J.I) clark amd Pisher W.B. (ad),, Pepulation
of the Midile Bast sand Nerth Africa 3 A Geegraphical
aAppreach (Lemden, 1972), p. 103,

35, Clark J.I. and Fisher W.B, (ad); Pepulatien
of the Middle EBaat and North africa (Lenden,
1972). Pe 79.
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The map ef rural pepulatien demsity ef Kurdistam
regien (1975) ’y'w- the fellewing.

The rural demsity arsas with 26 te 32 persems per sq,
km, are Bitlis and Mardin previmces where the settled agri-
culturs is the nerm with a fertile seil and the batter
transpert facilities (i.2. rail reutes mainly cemstructed
fer all mimeral axpleratiem). The pepulatien demsity
batwean 20 te 25 per sq. km, is in Diyabakir, Mus, W,Azarbaizam,
Kermanshah, Kurdistan and Sulaimaniya and the areas with
10 te 20 persem per sq. km, are in the previmce of Siirt,
Bingel and Agri. The lewest demaity greup imn the Van, Murdim,
Areil, Dhek and Al-Tameam previnces (See Tablas ih. S5)e

The rural pepulatien demsity patterm is directly a
dsvalepmant ever the physice-climatic characteristics amd
availawility ef suitable land fer cultivatiem,

Tha tet2l urban pepulatien is less in umumtu as
cempared te the demimant rural pepulatiem, »mﬁlr dus te
difficult terraim \rwortal any cemmunicatien and peer
scenemic lease met smceuraging any urbam functiem, BEven te
sems axtent the imstable pelitical situatiem fer mnk to-
gsther has net parmitted settled urbam pepulatien,

The grewth of urban centres, surprisiagly has besn very rapid,
particularly im Iruqi Kurdistam, D'hek amd Zakhe have
axperienced very rapid grewth during the last imter-cemsal
peried and rural migramt must represemt am impertamt part

of this increase.’® Seme ef urban cities in Iraq and Turkey,

- W e W W e e we e

36, Lawless R.I., m. 33, p. 122,
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Shere wibemn nodes have devalepsd 3 te 4 times bigger
within 10 years ef time, Silvim in Diyabakir previmce
increass by 4,56 times frem 1965 te 1975, It ssems that
th=2 geed limkagss have resultad imte the rapid grewth im
asseciatien with recent scenemic umnismu. In Kur-
distan tetal mumber of cities ‘havm mere thanl0,000 pepulatien

37 out ef this 4 cities have mers tham eme lakh

ars 58,
pepulatien thess aras thres ia xnin. Kermanshih, Urmiah and
Hamadan and eme im Iraq (Kirkuk), The cities with 50,000

te 100,000 pepulatiem are 6; twe im each ceuntries of
Kurdistan area (See Figure Ne, 24), Eight citiss im Iyvan and

1 in Turkish Kurdistam has a pepulatien betwesa 25,000 te
50,000, There ares 8 citiss ¢f the size of 20 te 25 theusand
pepulation and 12 cities of 15 te 20 theusand pepulatien (an
Table Ne. 6). The cities with pepulatiem ef 10 te 15 theussnd
are 8, 4 and 5 in the Iram, Iraq aml"i’ux'kdy respactively.

Mest of the cities ars unifunctiemal psrfermimg vital services
te the surreundimg rural ceuntry side, Thers are seme which

are wasically imdustrial im mature, Diversified centres are
less in wumber. Cenmsidering the Mm:lu. the nature of

seciety and scememy, it ceuld be sumised that u!ﬁm devalepment
cannet bs all pervading ﬁ# mm,au ; “

,, Cemparatively sex structurs eof Kurdistam
pepulatien is very much skewed as there are 50 te 150 meles

37. Calculating frem differemt seurces,

38,  Data em werksrs categery is met awailable etherwise

ons cam attempt the fumctiemal classificatien eof
the urban cities, ‘ ,
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in axcess par 1000 f+males (Saas Tables Ne, 7) particularly

in Nerth westem Kurdistam regien amnd high meuntaineus

plateau arsa where disparity is mere (S=e Figure Ne,25),

The lewest sex ratie (females te psr 1000 males) is im the
Hukkari previmcs i.2, 846,3 femals par 1000 males amd highest
in the D'hek Previmce (950 femalss te per 1000 males) theugh
beth previncas have ene beundary, A very high sex”"ratie im
Kuplistan regiem is, im the West Azarbaizemn, Kermamshaham,

Al -Tamesm, Al-Sulemaniya ard Murdim (925,1-950 femmles),

A high sex ratie 900,1-925 females) is imn the previmce of

Mus, Arkil and Kerdistam, A medium type of sex ratie (87551~
900) is im the previnces of Bimgel Niyarbakim, sSiirt, Vam and
Bitlis. And a lew sex ratie (850,1 te 875 females) is in the
Agri previmce of Kurdistan regiem has a very lew sex ratie
tham surreunding arsa., This ceuld reflect a variasty ef facters
imcluding the high fertility and merslity already suggested
the failurs ef the Kurdistam te migrate tewards area eof
aconemic expansien and pessibly same under rscerding eof

females,>?

iupatienal structyxs Steck rearimg amd agriculture are
the deminant eccupatiens ef the Kurdish pepulatiem. The
 recent Gevernment's lev regarding lamd im Turkey aad land
referms in Iram and Irag, have hean ma&t&h&c for the change
in ths eccupatienal strnicturs eof the Kurdish seciety, A o
sedentrization taking place im the nemads and semi-nemads
of the Kurdish tribes,

39, Dewdney J.C., Turkey 3 Recent m‘ pulatien treads
in g%l& a,I. and FPisher W.B, “‘)‘Q ‘.M‘“. 1";%’5
Pe . .
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Taking a case of Iranian Kurdistan

35 te 37 per c~at pepulatiemn cemss under dependeat pepulatien
aatogory.m In West Azareeizam previmce 519398 peepls eut

of tetal 1430688 are depemdemt which cemstitste 36,31% ef the
tetal pepulatien, The dependancy ratie im seme previmces

is 57%. Im Kirmanshan previmce 35,30% pepulatiem is

dependent and vhich cemstituts 62 as a depandancy retie,

w: Agriculture and steck mm
is the Mﬂmt ome with 70 te 90% ef woﬂuw mmmm
angaged in it (5es Table 9), Similar to Iramiam Kurdistam,
th= vhela ef Kurdistan regiem, has almest the same pattem
in tarms of werkers im this categery. Im the p"r:wigm of

West Azarbalzan 90.90%‘1

pepulatien smgaged im Agricultursl
amziviti.m. And enly 1.,63% pepulatien smgaged im Imdustrial
Secter, There is ne werking pepulatien engaged im water and
alectricity werk, m«x tham Agriculture secter, trade and |
sexvice secter ving censidersble werking mluﬂﬁ that

is 2,28 and 2,44 perceat respectively, Tramspert and ,
censtructien having 0,57 anﬁ 0,81 parceat 'wnkm pepulation,
The Muhim smgaged im the mimimng and pstreleum te the
extent of 4 te 6 per cet pepulatiem are in siirt‘ind Al.rumeen
previmcs, Similar pattem ceuld be found slsewhers, Hewever,
the data fer ether parts is met available, therefere, mm |
~ andlysis cammet be dens,

W N AR AR TR BN e W AR W W A e

40, Geverament of Iram cemsiderad 10 years and ibeve ‘
as werking mlttiﬂx census of XIran 1976 (Iram 1981).,

41. Natienal cemsus ef pepulatiem and Dhmtiaq
Nevember 1976 (Iran 1981),

42, Clerk J.I, and Fisher W,B,, n, 38, p, 62,
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Kurds are very backward ia term ef sducatien amd
literacy rates are rather lew, After half a ceatury under
a demecratic seculer regime, Turkish Kurdistam has 72% eof

p2epla evar six ysars of age still cannet writs er read,

In the case of Iranian regiemn, the cenditiemn is still
werst and the literacy is very lew, Tha high percentage ef
illiterate pepulatien is in the Kurdistarn previmce eof Iren
(86.4%), Mere tham 70% illiterate pepulatiem is im the
previnces ef Hakkuri, Mardim, Siirt and Arwil and in seme
areas of seuther wvestern previmcss of Kurdistam it is mere
than 80% illiterat~ pepulatiem o,3., the pmlum of ‘
v, &uz}nijn amnd Kerdistan of Irem, ESven m-luy mest Kurdish
village de met have a primary scheel., Out ef 18 Universiti=s,
in Turkay there is enly eme university that tee alse eut eof
dema rcated Kurdistan regien, ems Medical cellege at Diyareakir
and feur emgim ering and teachers' wnumm cellegas (1975),
Sven im these imstitutiems, Kurdish studemts were im mimerity,
Whers im Iragi Kuriistan the cemditiem of sducatiemal facili-
tiss is better, With a 1885 primary scheel (Kurdish language
imtreduced im Kurdish area after 1958) amd 200 secemdary
scheels, Msdical care is imadequate im tewms and nen-axistemce
im the ceuntry side (Ses Table Ne, 10). Im Kurdistam regiem
there are 126 hespitals with 9244 beds and 1587 decters
~ as against 9,45 milliem peeple., Thers is emly eme decter fer
6000 imhabitants, In 1970 thers wege 4.3 decters te svery
10,000 ishabitants im Turkey, it im Kurdistam, thers was
enly 1 decter pcr‘ 10, 000 hﬁlh.i.tnuw, In ether werds, Turkey
had 4.3 times mere decters tham Kuriistam area,



Neither quantitively mer qualitatively Kufdistan
regien his a2 balanced demergraphic structure, The pnatursl
and secie-ecenemic enviremmeant is respemsible fer such a
situatien, as it dee s net allew high pepulatien demsities
amnd high ursan pepulatien numbers, The secie-pelitical
situatien is respemsible fer peer living ceaditiems and
lariye depemdant pepulatien and demimamt primary secter,.
It is a peerly sexved area in terms ef essential servicas
as cempared te the rest of cemstituty matien states eof
Iram, Iraq and Turkey, The ecememic base is rather peer,
altheugh the matural emdewnments are sufficieat te permit
sizeable imdustrial develepment. The amswer te this ceuld
e found in the discrimimatery pelicies ef thes varieus

geverament,

71
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Kurdistam area has a reseurce base But because eof
cemplex physiegraphy, umsuitable climate amd peer infrastructure
it is regarded less =smdewsd area, A felded land of Kurdistan
contains several mimerals but ewing te the preblem ef
linkages several ef thass mimerals are ef mne use, Peverty
of reseurcss imcreicses as there is large scale flew of
reseurcss sutside, Svem the gecial framewerk amd imstitutiemal
arrangsments have beam such that thsy have met prepsrly
eaceuraged anm afflueat .aituatin svenly, It has mestly
primar§ reseurces, mestly im the ferm ef wegetatiem, limited
cultivated fields and livesteck etc, Humar reseurces are
qualitatively geed But ceuld met be hamessad te ths utmest
bagouss ef preper traiming amd techmelegical imputs,

(a)

Frem blegraphical amd ecelegical peimts ef viaw, the
arsa has marked variatiem im vegstatiemn. Thase variatiems are
mainly due te feur main facters 1

1) Climatic situatien 3 Variatiens im temperature
and partly ia precipitatien puy significant rels, The high
land of mertherm Kuridistam has myf air mass amd the plains of

lewsf Tigris have full summer influeace leading te sami-wvid
| +o anid cemditiems, |

11) )

as per plamt aMﬁm, The mlmity of matural vegetation u

highest ia Zagres meuntaim s as cempared te seuth and seuth
east of Kurdistan,

o | It has ssveral m&nﬂ
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144) Accentuates the marked imfluemce

of climatic variatiems, Frsquently it brimgs tegether mamy
matural vagstatiem spacies but they are marked by least

vegetatien cever area in the seuth,

iv) Impact ef humam activity upem the vegstatiem has
been heavy because of metheds ef cultivatiem and cemmereial
use of many varieti=sg Further imcessant hsavy grazing ever :
the slepes fer ceaturies has beem further raspessible feor
tha damage,

The matural vegstatiem map drawm after Charles wﬁlwor‘

im Kurdistam has the fellewing marked areas 13

Vegetatien spreads ever ths shrubs

- Ragres high meuntain ranges amd the Ostaureus meuntains,
Thers ars shrubs amnd trees which have well-defined seasemal
rhythim. Firs amd ether cemifers tWess with eftem scrub and
jumipers ars impertamt, Ths dwarf shruke are feumd im the
nerthern Kurdistam and breadleaf trees are mestly im the

plains eof Kirmamshah,

, 8 privac ; This type of vegetatiem is feund

in mn konham high land mixed wvergreea cenifersus aad
amm-u-m-m which are useful Qor wﬂlm medical
prepertiss, and lever p&&u of mgm and umth‘a-&um:m
Zagres, In the lever Mam of *Mwm ehh type of vnmum '
‘18 scattered wildly. The plame tres, willew and especially ma
pepular ﬂmr&&h Py the watar which has much impert:mes fer
demestic usa of Iraq,

W e W A A GRS AR R W e W e e e e

1 - Creasey Geserge B,, Cressreads 3 Land mﬁ Mfu
mmuv. Asia (*imga. 1960) p, :m



Nesdleleaf Evergrees s This type is scattsred ever

Zagree and Taursus Meuntaim, The sver greem neadleleaf trees
are scatterad with breadleaf amnd dwarf shrubs, Thess are net |
scenemically much ussful but enly te szerve livestecks and
demestic mead of fireweed,

Grass 3 Seuthers Kuprdistam regiem particularly is
Iraq and Islam area in Iram, have shert patches ef grass which
is a fedder fer the sheaep amnd geats amd therefere, the demsity
of sheep and geats is high im this area, With the begimning
of twamtisth cemtury, the vegstal cever has shrumk greatly
because of sedantralizatien ef tribal pepulatien amd mnsmﬂ
aﬁtuain of cultivated lamds ever grazimg amd cutting ef
ferest fer ths demestic use, s.q9,, 2882,2 sq, km, geed demse

2‘1’1‘:

forsst is destreyed fer ths demestic purpese gf Iraq,
ferest cever im Kurdistam regiem is still rich mut large
scale damage is baing demsby marciless expleitatiem of the
green geld imn Turkish, Iramian and Ireqi wm.a There is
need of scientific and secial tcmtry te step the further
damage te this gift of nmature, ?mnr nﬁt.mﬂﬁm schames

need 'u be imitiated,

(®) iimersls

The interier of the seil im Kurdistan seams te be ne :
qu rich im minerals tham its surface im vagetatien and
A N R W o A N e e W e A W V k

2 (Baghdad, 1965),

3 Cellected frem the Ysarh Turkey |

1951 (Amkars, 1951),
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&ninaln.‘ Kurdistan being 1g/th¢ Middle Bast regiem is met
different frem ethezeil areas and here alse eil is ene of the
mest impertant mimerals, The Kirkuk eil fislds are the chisf
pestrelsum Kuprdish territery amd represeats a geed part eof
Iragi preductiemn, 95 milliem tems im 1978, This applies te
the petrelium fislds ef Batmam im the Siirt regiem ef Turkey
and at Shabad mear Kirmamnshah im Iram, A fameus Kirkuk eil
field im Iraqi Kurdistam which has immemsae rsserve of el] im
a simgle anticline betwemm 70 amd 80 kms. leng and epm Mm«»
ien within the reserveir reck allews free flew of crude eil
which im faet is pushed eut umder its ewm pressurs, Kirkuk

oll fisld first dsvelepsd im 1927 and mew it i3 capable eof
preducing 240,000 barrle alaily with a vory cemsarvative
estimate of 5000 milliem barrels resarve which is abeut 8%

of all the eil reserves ef the mpltaxhes' werld, The eil
distributien is unevea in toarms of pelitical divisiens eof
Kurdistan, thersfers, but beczuse of balkanisatien eof Kupdish
territery, the bsmefits of rich eil wealth is net felt svemly, |

Ne imtegrated regiemal develepment ceuld take place here.

There ars seme ether minerals feumnd im Kurdistam alse,
uite largs depesits of ceal have baen discevarsd ia the
regien ef Mardim, Kigi, Kemah and Harput, wherse it has bees
ecememically expleited but met at Zakhe im Ireqi Kurdistem.
Nsar Sulaymani, limestene is extracted amd at Cimar, s cement.
factery has bean preducing 350 matric tems of cememt a day,
Dapesits ef reck nlﬁ cam be axpleited at Simnd Jar, shaykham

- S A G W A M A W e e R e

naw editien, vel, V,




S
"]

[

and Taz-Khumatu, Sulphur is feund at Amadiyya amnd im a
pelish cellaberatiem, it plams te axtract 250,000 matric tems |
of it a year at Mishrak im ths merth ef Iragi Kurdistam and
appreximately Iramn is met lacking im Kurdistan, and is mined
1600,000 temss of sulphur at Madea im Iremiam Kurdistam.
Zasily expleitable despesits of firem ere ares feund in the
regien of Rewanduz amd Sulaymani and Cepper . is extracted
te the tume of 32,000 tens at Srgami, NDiyarbakir and Palu and
Akra depesits are recemntly discevered,

Chremium is feumd im the regiem of Barzan and eof
Diyarbekiry; it has & werld rscerd eof largs scalsa chremium
found at a single glaaa.s Thers is lead at Keban, Elazing
and Maku, geld at Yeryu and te the seuth of Kermanshah, and alse
silver at Kemah, At Kirkuk ths ressrvas ef salts allew the |
manu facture of caustic seda and chleride, Physiegraphic cem~
plexities asseciatad with pelitical divisiens of this umified
ethmic area has nmet Ml&“ a prepar impact of the mimeral
wealth en ths acememy, tnmmmi‘ develepment based en minsrals
is yet te bs initiated in the ;:'ns.pn.

(c) Land Use

Man maintaims himself em his skill im cemverting seil,
water nd sun shime imte feed, Many secie-acememic preblems
have grews sut eof mam-lamd relatiems, Land utilizatiem inm

- R A R PR e B TR W W AR W e

Se The Chremium depesits mined at Madem, half.way
: botwesn Diyarbekir and Elazimg, are amemgst the
- werld's laxgest, Its sutput ef 832,000 metric
tennes made Turkay the werld's secend largest
preducer of this mimeral (Chaliamd G., Peeple

™ ¥4 SRR il L WA o
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Kardistan has much impertance as Kurpds' liveliheed mainly
depends em agriculture amd steck-rsaring., Cemmercializatiem
of agriculture after first quarter ef 20th Ceatury, hemce
reductien of much pasture lamnd and restrictien em migratiea
of shephards cemseaquent of pelitical divisiens makes them

mers censcieus akeut their lamd,

A previncial-wise statistics is met availlable en land-
use of Kurdistan, but frem differemt seurces ef Iran, Ireq,
Turkey and UNO materials, the gemeral land use im Xurdistan
can be assessed (Se= Figurs Ne, 31)? ‘Oout ef 284413 sq, kms, of
Kurdistan's land, 40 per ceat land (113764 sq, kms.) is culti-
vakle, %{# per cemt ( 9i0> SaKM ) 1304 cevarsd by ferest amd
28 psr eamt (79¢ 55507k m)land is pasture and meuntaineus,

Out of cultivable lgnd 113764 sq., kms,, 60 per cent land has
been Dreught under cultivatien (tilled) amd 40 per cemt is
fallew lani; Irrigated land is 60% eut of the tetal cultivated
land and 40% tilled witheut irrigatien.

hmm.u secisty is still maimly agrarian. As neted
urzurvé per ceat mml&iﬁ is m{ﬂ in agriculture
secter {tm and steck rearing) and enly 7 te 10 per ceat |
of the active p-mlminvn industrial secter, The rest eof
the urban pepulatien is emgaged in trade, services and eraft
werk., The tetal incems ef the ragien mainly cemes frem
agriculture and steck rearing - 64% inceme cemes frem the
| agﬂml@um uwl steck rearing, Out ef this, 30X inceme cemes
frem farming and 34X cemes frem steck rearing.® Fer the last

6 Darkal B,, A Gesgraphy ef Turkey (Mescew, 1959),
Pe 102 im Ghessamlsen A,R,, Kurdistan and Kurds
(Pragque, 1965), p, 85, 4 k
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few years the cemmercializatiem ef agriculture is taking

place and resulting inte sendantruelizatien in large scale,
particularly im Iramiam part, A ben en shifting agriculturs amd
migratien of tribes resulted inte a lamd umder cultivatiea
imcreased by 55% frem 1950 te 1965 im Turkish Kurdistam’
grazing land reduced frem 48.,5% te 36,2%, resulting inte a

o and

gress less of 25,3% imn the graszing )Qand. Hewever, the ferest

romains mere or less cemstant,

Qultivated Area 3 Kyrdistam is in differeat natiea
states, with a varied ecenemic develepment situatiem but the
agriculture arnd the cultivatad area de met shew much diffsremce,
out eof tetal cultivable land 49 per cemt land is umder culti-
vatien, Wvhersas the curremt fallew is 5,39 par cemt amd
42,96 per cemt is fal lew land ether tham the curremt fallew,
Only 3,3 per cemt land is énior dry lamd farming mainly in
West Azerbkaljam Kirmamshah, Al-Tameam, Ar®il, D'hek previnces
(See Figurs Ne., 33) and seuth westerm pert eof Kurdistam, but
the preductivity level is rsther less as mach of such land i»
rathsr peer in fertility,

Irrigation im Kurdistam is ef twe types, eme is threush
barrage and damg, and the rest by wulu. The first type
eof irrigatien is mainly im Xramiam part amd limited partw ia
Turkish, The well irrigatien is predeminant im Iragi previa-
ces of Kurdistan, Out of tetal mli&vamd area, mear abeut
60% land is irrigated im Iremian Kurdistom, Ian Irsgi mm‘
five dams en rivers have been ceastructed But their utiliza-
tien im Kurdistam is less bacause of high altitude,

WA W A AR W AR R W W e W W A e

7. Dewaelmey, J-C, Turkey (Lendem, 1971), p, 101,
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Creps 3 Feed creps still resmaim the mest impertant
in terms of tetal area ceverage, Hewever, agriculture is the
liiﬂlihn& of at least 75% ef the imhabitants ef ths Kurdistanm;
it prevides net mers tham 30% ef ths gress matiensal preduct
in the regiem, Wheat is the chief crep im mest of the Kurdistan
area axcept wheat is the predemimamt crep im the Iraqi and |
Irami Kurdistam, merth westem parts, primarily bocsuse eof
severe climate, Millet is a very tsugh crep te resist the
axtreme type of climats, It i3 cultivated im the merth.-westars
high lands ef Kurdistam, There ars ethar impertant creps like
marley, greem gram, maize, rice and tebzcce, stc, (Sse Figure
Ne, 33),

Wheat i3 the chiaf crep amd is grewn ever mest ef
 Kurdistam, The area ef greatest preductiem are 3 (1) Seuth:

and seuth-westerm Kurdistan i.s, Al<-Tameem, Arbwil, Al-Sulemaniya
and Dhek., The preductien ef this arsx is 282 theusand tems,
Wheat im this 2rea is a winter crep and mestly is grewn im the
wetter areas, Aa h‘cm&wun of naw species frem the Pumjad

and the New Werld (Mexice especially) has resulted in Mur
yields, (2) Nerth-sast amnd areas ef cemtral Zagres, parti-
cularly district of Lake Urmiyah, Hamadam umlmwnmm  The
‘W«l vield of wheat in this area has been 523,000 tems anuy,
An average yisld im this regiem is 30 quimtal per hectare,

(3) The areas ef merth-wast Kurdistam where wheat is suberdi-
mate crep, are cenfimed te Agri, Mus, Mardia, Niyarbekir and

Van Previnces,

Barley is the secend mest impertamt crep im Iraqgi and
Iramian part of Kurdistan due te its being mere teleraat tham
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rice te aridity and sell salinity, lasss affacted by ‘summna’
itself and alse grewing im shertest time, But umlike wheat,

the area umder cultivatiem has declimed by abeut 50% during

the last 10 ysars, The area under barley im the abeve mentieoned
regien was 353766 hectares im 1974 which gave 169100 tems

of preductien, Previmces of Agri, Hakkari and M»mlmux!
have geed number of area umdar marley cultivitiem,

Greem gram is am impertant crep im West Azerkbaijan and .
Kermanshah previncas, vhers 13,26 and 12,93 per cent area is
under cultivatiem, Im Nerthwest Kurdistam millets remaim a
deminant crep, Aresa under millets is mers tham 60% in the
previnces of Agri, Bittis, Bimgel and Hakkari, Area umder
rice cultivatien cemparatively mers im the Diyarbekir, Siirc
amd Mardin previmces, Other impertant creps are maizs, chick
peirs, and paddy, In ths previnces ef D'hek, Al-Sulemaniys amnd
Ksrmanshah previmges, area umiar chick pears is 6,42%, 4.75%
and 1,39% respectively, Paddy cultivatiem is 1.62% im D'hek
and 1,29% Al-Sulemeniyah previnces.’ o

Umdsr cemmarcial trnm. Sugar bset, tebacce, cettem, sua-
flewer and fruit trees are the impertant mmul creps in
ﬁﬁfamt parts of mm:uu. Sugar M is ‘cultivated in the
plains of Lake Urmiah and plat.u of mmm se that the sugar
um‘m&u are nmhnahml in tWe areas, Qﬁnm erep has been
taken in West Anuhijam. mun. Hakkari amd siirt previnces,
Sunflevwer has beasan taken “ a seil ssed crep mestly im West N
Azersaijam (2,87%), Kurdistam (1,45%) and Al =Sulemaniyah (2.61%)..&
Apples ars preiducad im Agri amd Van pmum,



it I

Altheugh agriculture has be22a ths mainstay ef the
peeple hars but due te geegraphic.l cempulsiens amd imstitu-
tienal limitatiens, it has mnever ceme up a systematic linme, |
thus it has mever resulted iste a rich s ecter, bringing in
affluence to the psepls, It has cartaia basic pre®blems,
which mead a serieus planmming and balamnced strategy te .
simhmt&« shifting agriculturs and stabilise the yields
fm irrigated deme by way of stremgtheaing infrastructurs
and techmelegical base, Impreved u«“. ained tcmniuau.
pessticides, *propalr marketing and prepsr mix ef livesteck and
cultivatien usher ia a balamced and much requirdd agricultural
scenemy, |

The 1 rge axtent of meuntain and s emi-arid steppe, tee
celd or tee dry im emas part fer agriculture has 3..& te the
davalepment ef steck-keeping em a cems iderable scale, In W
areas, censiderable seasemal th frem winter te summer
pasturs take plwn. nm keeping ap anm Wmnt mwﬁtm
te cultivatiea, Ias mmsm the livesteck m&ﬁhﬁm te a
uim&h prepertien in the ngrimw”l set up,

- Kurdistan is a land of shesp, geats, cews and baffalees |
| mmmﬁ milk, Butter, mhmﬂ and meat, hides amnd skim etc.
which help in develeping leather and weel imdustries alemgwith
memufacturing of clethes and shees, etc, Ia 1976, Irami |
Kurdistar was having 44,47,824 shesp, 27,37,126 geats amd
10,44,961 Muy which gtwu‘ good share im natienal W‘
whereas iw Iragi mmm 15,00,000 shesp, 12,00,000 geats gﬂ

-“ﬂ*”””-““ﬂ-w-ﬂ-"

8. Cellacted frem Ammual Abstract of mmum 1976
(Central Statistical Orgamizatien Rapud .
Ministry of Plamnning), p. 108, ’ lie of Irq,
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200,000 psultry were thers inm 19?6.9 In 1976 in the Kurdish

ragien of Turkey therxs vwere 7662,332 gsheep, 41,76,016 geats,
ema quarter ef all Turkish steck-bresdiag, and 22,40,825 cews
which is ene-gixth, In Iraqi Kurdistam 226858 (cews are eme-~
third) and 4287 wuffalees., If vyeu fini eut demsity ef sheep
and geats im Kurdisten, it is 3500 per sq. km, in Iram amd
2200 te 3300 im Ireq, Im case of geats they are 1500 ¢e

3900 per sq, km, Thare are differeant bresds ef sheap with

fat tails amd gests with leag hair, and erdimary black geat is
mest cemmen im Turkish Kurdistamn, Thes Hersaes, Malls and demkeys
ars very mich useful fer the purpess of ciarrying geeds, Fer
axample, Ireqi Kurdistam has 22,287 herses (eme-sevemth),
52,336 mulles, almest tha whels preductiean, 13,804 Mﬂ"
ene-third of ceuntry's preductiem),

Kurdish 1ife retates em live-steck wealth and 2 cemmen
Kurd meves seasemnally with his berds im search ef pasturs,
Kurdish ethes 1is the sum tetal of shifting agrimlture amd
meving herds, Scientific managsment is still awaited, Live-
steck preducts still await cemmercialisatien and therefers
preper marketing and cosperatives are the nesis of the heur,

®

Mineral depesits and W'Mﬂ agricultural preducts
are the main determining facters fer the establishment of
industries im Kurdistan, Althsugh ;in’ 19308 the westera mederan |
ideas fer ecenemic develorment adepted by Mehammed Raza Shah
ia Iran and the Kamalist gevermnmeats ia Turkey but thers was

9 Natiemal Cemsus eof Mimistry eof Mtiwlmm and
Natural mmmﬂ 1976 p, 288,
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ne really medera industry ef amy kiand except seme eil
cempanies’ imstallatien, Preblam areas like Kurdistam ceuld
hardly had the feel of such a medermizatien, Imn 1946, eut
of 43,263 cempanies® facteries amd werksheps ragisted uader
Turkish labeur legislatier emly 2427 wers im Kurdistan,

10

representing 5,6% ef the tetal, Usually these sstablishments

were simple eraft werksheps preducing seap, eil, carpats, etec,

Gvor; past 10 yesars, majer efferts te seme sxteant Mvi
basn made by the gevermmeat te fester industrial grewth, Large
package dealas imvelviag participatien eof ceuntriaes such as
Usa, USSR, Pramncs, Great Britaim, Japam, Italy and West Germany
in jeint develepment schemes have beam a feature, It has leag
Besa the basic principles te spread imdustrial activities as
reasenably widely pessible threugh the pepulated parts ef
the ceuntry and at the same time te place particular imdustries
clese te seurces of raw materials, where labeur is available
and cemmunicatien is geed. This mesmt that whilst mest
previncial capitals and tewns em majer reutes mumu seme 1
new imdustrial activities, Hewever, this dees net bring any -
marked chamge in the imdustrial persemality ef Kurdistas, Ome
mld'vtmluﬁ thés pesitien im the contaxt of physiegraphic
cemplex lamdscaps, peer trumspert limkages, Kurdish ethes and
pelitical facters respsmsibls fer a peer imdustrial start and
develepment, There was met a simgls kilemetre railway
reute in Irami mm»ﬁ. axcspt strategic ruilway cemmecting
Turkey and Iram, frem Zaibriz te Vam,

10, muuc G,o Pt
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The main industries im Irami Kurdistam are baged ea
agriculturs preducts such as sugar industries, The state-gwned
sugar industry established at Razaiyah im 1950 and 700 tems
daily capacity eof raw mtoﬂ.el.l! Anether at Nagqudeh 4cn4 one
mere at Mahabad =2stablished im Feurth Natiemal Mﬁum

Plan of Iran, 12

In the Kermamshah previmce three sugar

refineries - twe at Bistum (mear Kermamshah) and eme at lwmm
(mear Hamadan) have basn sstablished with a msé,m’ dally
capacity ef raw material, established im 1963 and 1964 |
respectively, 13 Thers is ne sugar factery develeped in mmm |
or Iragqi Kurdistam arsa, Kermanshah is an impertant ceatre

for a varisty of feed precessing iadustry., Tebacce pmuam’
industry is at Bitlis, primarily because ef 10 per am cultivated

14

area of tha previmce is under tebacce crep ' amd it alse gets rew

material frem mearby previmces mainly frem Mus,

Qs majer petrelesum refimery was sgtablished at Kirkuk
and eme at Batman im the Siirt previmce. The Kirkuk eil
refinery has the Kirkuk eil field fer its rew meterial and
Batmen refimery has Garzan and Ramem Dag eil fields, Xermamshah
alse has ems eil refimery which cellects eil frem mearby ares
of Quaser shrim, |
11 Ixan Almamag, 1971, (Tehran), p. 303,

12 Tayler, A., (ed), ; (Neviltem Ambet, 1972)
Pe 393*

13,  Zzea Almameg, . 10,
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A cement plamt at Sar Cimar im Al-Sulememiya previmce was
established im 1958,1% It gets rav material (1ime steme)
for Sulaymami, the plamt has bean preducing 350 metric temmss

16 Chemical imdustry is established at Batmen

of cemamt a day,
and menferreus metal plamnt mear Diyarbekir, where chreme and -

ceal are feund,

There im seme small imdustries like carpet imdustrias
egtablished at Semma (Samandaj) and Hamadam, The heavy carpets
in weel are asseclated with these areas, Yeumg childrea .
having small ‘fingcm. are eften smpleyad amnd tha finished
preducts have a werli-wide sale, chiefly ia the U,S.A,, Camada,

Garmany and Framce,

Meuntain rumges, smewfall areas amd highly dissected
‘tepegraphy have preved severe ebsticles te mevemeat which im
tura has bsceme tha basic facter im its develepmeat, Kurdistsms
Qau 2 very weak cemmunicatien metwerk due te lass attestien
paid te this area fer S&s) devalepment by the autheritiaes,
Whatever cemmunicatien reutes are thers, they de met serve
the purpess of linking thes areas But they are mersly te draw
the minsrals and raw materials. Th~y de met suppert er serve
the mesis of the peeple amd their acememy amd settlemest but
are mm. te serxve am axpleitatieon fer the bstterment of the
ether aresa, Mest of the area of Kurdistam is very far frem
reilvay reutes,

I .

15. naw ’“nc Vel, V ‘mim.
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17
A railway line @as intreduced im Rurdistam bafers 1914
(reute fx-m Maditarranesm te Mesul) enly te extract the eil
frem Mesul, In Turkish Kurdistan mest af the ruilwaju was
Built after 1940, Frem Elazing te Sizre cemmected via Diyareakir
and Siirt hes 1mmenéa impertance for carrying minerale and
petreleum, Amether rail reute cemstructed frem Elasig te Tateam
after 196C and a strategic rallway reuto cemmected Vam ond
Taiberiz., Im Iragi Kurdister a metrs guage reilway was wuilt
£rem Baghdad te April vin Kirkuk im 1949 with a length ef 286
Kms;le Mest of the raill limes ars peripheral in lecatiem amd

thus leaves the heart ef Kurdistam untouched and umserved,

" Reads im Kurdistan are only limkages threugh remete
areas, though seme of the reads are clesed dewn in the winter
and raiay days, 1In the last 15 yoears censiderable changes
have takam place im Iragl Kardistam in cemmecting impertamt
centras by all«vesather veadas, In Iraq natienal read Ne, 2 frem
Baghdad te Zakhe via Kirkuk, Arbil nnd Mssul has beem censtructed

amnd is used in all weathern.19

Anether read Ne, 6 frem Baghdad
te Sulamamiyah, Kirkuk and Sulemamiyah alge i3 cemmected by

all wesathaer read,

A strataegic read gens frem Arbil te Mahabad im Ircm threugh

Rewanduz pess amd anether Zakhu to Silrt and further gees te

o W an - e W Wy W W S ™ .- e we W A -

17. D"dﬂﬂy JeCoo Turkay (L.nd... 1971). Pe 57«

18, Collected frem Ammual Amstract ef Statisntd (1976
(Republic ef Iraq, Mimistry o% Planming, Baghdad, 1976),
Pe 449,

19, Imq Teurist Map, compiled amd dravm by Deri ALK,

issued by the Summzr Reserts amnd Teurism Admimistratiem
(Scales 1315,00,000).



Diyarbbkir hag mich impertoace, The reads in Nerth westers
Kurdistan are all weather rexds, altheugh maintenance is very
high due to snewfall, barticularly Elazing to Mardin vico
Divarbekir and Diyarbekir to Bitlis via Siirt which is maimly
for the use ef carrying industrial geeds and minerals frem
Bit.lis and Batman, In Iran, the resd aleng with railway reute
from Taibiz to Van hap gtrategic impertance, Same reute gees
upte Urmiah, In seuth West Azarbaijon and Kurdistan

prevince deo net have all weather read excopt Samdandaj te
Kermanghah in the seuthesasterm area, Kirmanshah cemnected te
shahbad and Hamadan fer mineral purpese, In remote and meun-

taineus area demkeys and herses have been very mch in use,

Preblems and Pessibilities 3

Kuzﬂiat_an: has »1m&nae preblems of limkages, which
probably are the maim barrier in its develapment, Thec climate ig 1
enly unsuitable. for agriculture and man, but also fer carrying
the necessary geeds, A vast areg of Iramian Kurdistenm and
Hakkari meuntaineus areas cre far frem railway reutes ard ia
these areas reads are alse pet workable im all weathers,
Due te preblems of limkages, industries arc met much devsloped,
Mereever Kurdistan becams just a celemy ef tho @eveleped

cantres of ethar parts of the regienm,

Bacause of harsh weather it is met pessible to toke
creps threugheut the year, If a crep is cultivated o little
bit late it suffers frem imsects, pests and drymass, Because
of extreme type of climate, the higheylelding varisty ef wheat
cultivatien scheme has failed im Turkish Kurdisten, Seil

aergsion is a seriocus threat and causes a roductien im cultivated
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area which ultimotsely affects the yleld and preductiem cest,
Besides these geegraphic issucs and problems, the severs hamdi-
caps are pesed becsuse of its pelitical situatiem which has

naver allewaed any effert fer its secle~acememic development,

It has plenty ef reseurcs base for its develepmant,

The nerth vestern arca of Xurdistam has very faveuroble
conditiens for devolepment of the bagic industries, At
Diyarbokir area chreme is feund in abumdance as woll as cepper
in the perth and fuel frem Batmam gas and eil fiold, water
frem Tigrie arc sufficlient te initinte & balamced imndustrial
develepmant, The seme cenditienm is avallable at Kermamghah -
where petreleum, sugar and feed precessing imdustries are
develeping,

Hydreelectric prejects amd water sterages can be huilt
en saveral rivers, A great ‘hydﬂglectric preject and w,ter
sterage 1ig built at Dekan im Iraqg, which has g:l.vél a great
Beest to the ecemomy of thot area, & railway line con be built
in Iranian Kurdtatal; threugh Kerdistem previmce which may push
up craft industries and imdustries baged en iivestnck geeds
and agricultural preducts, A pelicy ef Irogi gﬁenmmt te
cennect impertant cemtres has helped im develeping that area
in the last 15 years, 8imilar efferts may generats desvelep~

ment for the bettermment ef the regiem,

Teurism needs te¢ bo enceuragaed but becouse of Aifficult
political situatiem the chances are not foir comstant and xy
leng drawm pelitical turmoil amd war like situctien in m jer

parts ef Kurdistam has severcly affected the é@cio-economic



daveleopment ef the arca, A serieus effert ic aecnoded te
stream line such a situation ethexwise ne develepment
plam will succeed and it weuld remairp a backwataer heyend

any sigas ef develepment,



CHAPTER VI

REGIONAL AND INIE RNATIONAL FORCES
AND QUESTION OF AUTONOMY
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CHAPTER Vvt

Reqienal amd Intematiemal Fecises
amd Ouectiem of Autememy.

The patien states of the vmadle East were mostly set
up by British amd Freach imperialist pswern te serxve their
ovn ends amd im accerdence with their own immediate neeils,
And preciscely ern this tcceunt, 1f Angle-French imparislism
had required on imdependent Rurdistas they weuld have set

ene m;:.1

Kurds have an uniquo character and the small greups
of Kurdish ceuld maintain seme sort ef autememy threugheut
the histery, im both Otteman ond Porsisn Kingdem fer the
£irst quarter eof the 20th century, At that time Kurdo were
alsce avara of their imdepeadance but they were not usited,
Theras is ne ene epiniemn en the nature of demand of autcnemy
of Kurdipten ameng the Rurds thempelvas, atleast mot befere
the questien arese at the intematienal level im 1920.2
Aftar the defeat of Ottemams, the quostien of indeponience
of Xurdistam gave o rise te stermy debates ameng Kurids
aspeciatien, That resulted inte @plit betwecea the medicsl,
yeoung militents, whe suggested the idea of a tetclly imdepen-
dont Rurdiptam, and the netables like Shaikh Abdul Qadyr,
President of beth the asseciatiem and the Ottemom State Ceumcil,

a e aor W e ey A A S W I8 W S W v ab

1, Chaliend G, Pzeple witheut a Ceuntry, Rurds and
Kurdiston (Lenlem, 1980), pp. 39-40,

2, Ibid, 46,



91

defended the idea of autonomy within an Ottoman £rameuork.3 But
later on, the Turkish ruler mMmustapha Kamal crushed the Kurdish
movement, and this affected vhich part was isolated from the

rest of Kurdistan, in March, 1921.

Just after the First world war, the Treaty at sevres
took place on 10 august, 1920 for a political resettlement of

4 Kurds got recopgnition in that Treaty but soon

the Asia Minor.
after the hopes vere again sheort lived with an enactment of a
new treaty in 1923, the Treaty of Lausanne, As a result Of the
new treaty Kurdistan was divided between Turkey, Iran, Iraq,
syria and the U.S.8.Re In wurkey.anﬂ Iran, where the majority
of the Kurds liveda. severea measures were adopted by the central
gbvernments to suppress Kurdish nationalisme The problem of
oppressed minorities, ethnic, or linquistic or religious
minorities are demanding the right to be governed by themselvess
They insisted on reminding that they form a majority in their

- own territorics or when they are scattered over a wider area

depand the right to preserve their own identitya and in principle

3. In this quest for Kurdish interlocutors, 5ir verry later
pritish iligh Conmissioner in Iraq, went to Marseille in July,
1918 to meet General Sherit Pasha, the future head of the

Kurdish delegation at the Peace conferonce, in order to discuss

the creation of an autonomous or independent Kurdistan in
Chalind G. n.lp_.éli-

4, East WeGordon, Spare O.l4.K., (ed). The changing map of asias
A Political Geography (Bungay, 1971),Fifth adn., p.58.

5. Edmonds C.J.e"Kurdish Naticnalism®, Journal of Contcnpasasy
History, V01¢60 NOe 1(1971).

Te Ideas expressed in 'Los Kurds et l.e. peuples minoritics. lL.c.
ronde, 17 March 1976, in Chalind G. People without a Country.

B. hs in the United Hations Charter, Articles 1 and 55, the right
to self determination is recognised by the U,N. General
Assembly’s resolution 2625/XXV, 24 october, 1970.
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the self~determination right is guaranteed by internaticnal laws
The question 0f Kurds autonomy came up because in their ovwn
State they were suffering as they were denied of even cultural
rights. Kurds are in minorities in Iraq, Iran and Turkey. The
majority group's nationalism and impulse to centralige and
pover resulted more or less every vhere in several forms of
oppression of minoritg_groups and the oppression of Kurds

coramunity has been going on in rurkey, Iran and also in Iraqge

The xurds¢a£e culturally oppressed and déprived of their
rights to use own language in schools, in publication and in
dealings with the administration, In Turkey and Iran, the
language of xurds is almost banned. There is not a single school
where teaching is carried out in Kurdish language e,ge Kurdish
has been banneé since 1925 in Turkeyg The publication of books
and magazines in Kurdish is still illegal. In Iran, after the

collapse of independent Mahabad Kingdom in 194546, xurdish has

10

been banned for the last 37 yearss 1In the return the Kurds of

fran have drawun upon the pubklications of the Kurds of Iraw
vhere the Kurdish language and literature have progressecd
enormously since the 14th of July Revolution of 1958, pMoreover,
in Turkey, the word Kurd has been removed from all official

records and they designated them as a °*rountain Turks®,

9 ‘iurdish iationalism®, Edmond C.J., Journal of contemparary
Historys Vole. 6. NOs 1 (Jan. 1971), p. 68,

10, Since 1970 a few books and pamphlets on the most burning
political issues ©f the day have been clandestinely published
in RKurdish. iowever, the distribution of the Kurdish texts
immediately rxunds foul at the Iranian regime*s repressive
policicse savak {the secret police} has tortured end imprisoned
.several people merely for being in possession of Kurdish
publication. Ghassemton A.,R., Kurdistan and the Kurds,

{Prague, 1965). ps 41,
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Along with the cultural oppression, the economic
oppression has accompanied. The regpective governments of
Kurds in Iran, Iraq and Turkey have a systematic bias against
the interests of the Kurds,. The development of Kurdistan
area is far behind than the country's development.11 The
Kurdish agriculture have hardly changed since the iMiddle
Ages. For example, in Turkish Kurdistan uses 30% of Turkey's
carts arc in use as opposed to only 3% at the country's
agriculturai machinery.lz in Iran, the massive industriale
isation which has taken place in many parts has hardly touched

kurdistan and while in Iraq, the massive oil revenue from

Kirkuk has not been spent on Kurdistan's area development.

The physical and emotional oppression has been carricd
out on large scale in all three countricos, In the pogt=
independent period through the massive transfer of population
by either implanting majority group in Kurdish arca or deporting
Kurdish population cutside the Kurdish territorye For example
a large military population deported in Turkish Kurdistan on
the pretext of military :ule.13 . . In Iragi Kurdistan a
oystematic population transfer carricd out t0 eliminate Kirkuk
noil £icld from the Kurdish autonomy arcas, A massive populagtion

WS W AR S G G A N W e o Ve SR S e

i1li. poxrthwick D.M. Comparative Politice of the niddle
East 3 An introduction (New Delhi, pPrenticoshall
of India pvt. Ltd,) P. 234

12. Ghaliand G., ne i, ps 51
13, “Kupds and Their guestion", Garrod O. Journal

of ngal Central asian socioty (Jan, 1946), VOl XXXIII
Pe 326
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of kurds cither deported to southern desert or in suhemaniya
province alongwith Geposition of Arabic population in kirkuk and
Mosul arcae. The genocide of the Kuxds, the attempt to eliminate
the minority community as a whole, is quite in vogue. There is
no rational representation of Kurdish comminity in the government
bodies and government services as well as in administration ssee

14

sesnesse OLC, .

The diversity of the p;nb;em implies that the solutions
must alse be Wide ranging i.es £rom indcperdence or autonomy
to simple preservation of the minority's identity. Kurds have
been fighting back the central governments for a long timo.
in Turkey, the‘militazy rule has impoged strict vigilance on

S

Kurdish area till xecenely.1 There isg no question of giving

autonony or freedom to Kurds, Even the area of Kurdistan is

prohibited for tourists till recently.le

in iran a massive
repression was carried out in the shshe's regime when -

this authority began to ¢rumble in 1978 the Kurds were among

the first to engage in armed struggle against tho central power.17

In the past whencver Iran experienced weak government for
whatever reasons, the Kurds predictably stood up in arms to
gaine Khomeini called in army to c¢rush the rebellion, but the

A
ry . - -

army was not Yet in a condition to &
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14, International Herald Tribune (Parisz) 18th June, 1980,
15. Edmond CuJes Do 9 pa 91
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16« Ibid.

17+ 8im (Richaxrd), “xurdistan 3 The search for Recognition®,
conflict sStudies, Noe. 124 (Jovember, 1980}, pe 5.
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Other Iranian left organisations asgisted the
insurgents., Khomeini recalised the danger £rom the armed leftists.
Therefore he despatched a man with close left wing connections,
Ayatollah mMohumoud Taleghani to sanandaj as the head of a

government delegation.

Case of Turkeys
The Treaty of Lausanne 24th July, 1923 gave international
recognition t the Turkish state and ended up into four parts

and it served as a humiliation to the Turkish people and decply

unjust to the kKurdish people. Lsusanne in contrast, vas

undeniably a victory for the Turks and the Kurds entered a new
phase of scrvitudes Article 8 of thc above mentioned treaty had

already given over the Kurdish territories of Diazireh and

Kurel pugh (south Alexandrette) to the rrench mandated torritory
of syria. After a Treaty of Lausagnno, on 3 ilarch. 1924, the
caliplate was abolished, a decr¥ece banned all Kurdish schools,
associations, publications, rcliglious fraternities and madrosse
and the break among Kamalism and the Kuxds became absolute.

From 1925 to 1939, the Turkish military forces in Kurdistan
provoked constant revolts and present uprisings. In 1925

there was the major revolt led by Shoikh sSaid.
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18, On 18 March 1979, after a scries of clashes, Pesh Mergas
attenpted to take the city, the capital of Kurdigtan. Other
Iranian leftist organisations, notably the redayeen actively
assisted the insurgents. some 200 died in the fighting,which
confessed to ncw Government that it was in danger not only of
losing its grip on the country but also of creating against
itself a large armed left wing movement a possibility fought
with danger, granted the long frontier with Afghanistan and
the U.S.5«Res ibid.
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The revolt of 1925%s vas principally religious in

character. 19

The Kurdish movement in Turkey thenceforth
became more nationalistic linking up with Kurds elsewhere, One '
of the more notable nationalist political groups was one called
the “Asgociation of the friends of the Kurds®, which had branches

in Baghdad, Hatep and Dimensions. 1925's insurrection had been
a veritaoble tidal wave. It enjoyed mass popular support as
Turkish observers noted at that times 7The repression

which follos was, therefore, all the more terrible and bloody.
Gn 4 September, 1925, sSheikh Saild and 52 of his followers wore

hung in Diyarbekir.zg

Thousands of anonymous peasants were
masgacred to make sure the lesson stayed learnt., Hundreds of
villagers were burnt to the ground. In the autumn four hundred

Kurdish patriots were hung in Khapur, a hundred in Hinis etc.21

Mount Ararcot Revolt i1 Following the defeat 0f the
1925 1nsuzrection; the chieftains such as Yade of Palu or
Aliya unis of scessoun took on the task of defending the
civilian population against the repression carried out by the
Kamalist troops. Turkish Govermment decided to deoport Kurdish
population. During the period from 1925 to 1928 almost a million
people wore deporteﬂ.zz Ten thousands died on the way, for

19, s5im (Richaxd), ns 7+ P17,

20, Hoyd w., Foundation of Turkish Nétionaltam.
- (London 1950) pe 47.

21 Ibid.pe 49,
22« Ghasgemlon AJRe, Nal0 3 ps 36,
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lack of food and supplies and huge distances they vwere forced
to cross in the middle ©of the harsh vinter. Because of Kusdish
arm struggle they got too much suppressed by the Central .
authority. And the deportation of Rurdish population disturbed
the kurds' physical unity and that resulted in diminishing
Kurdish arm . strength and force,

The next rebelion was not long delayetl, Tu:kisﬁ cefforee
to establish roads énﬂ‘gendarmérie posts in Kurxdish districts
soon run. into oppoéition. tiost notably in 1937 a serious
but short~lined rovolt broke éut ia the Dersim district.
Kurdish nationalism sever fully recovered from the horrendus
repression which followed in‘wﬁich‘hana of thousands of Kurde
were killed. Collective suicides occurred and there were mass
dgoportations. A stage of siege first introduced in 1936 lasted
until 1950 while, the area remained closed to foreigners until
as late as 1965.23 It was the time of that insurrcction that
the very use of Kurdish language was banned and the absurd
enphenism *Mountain Turks* introduced.

rollowing the second World wWar Turkey suffered by famine,

24: which forced the Government to

and cconomic difficulties.
liberalize a regima a littles In 1940 soveral political partics
were created such as progressive parties which criticised the
government very seriously. That rxesulted into its being banned,
" e e e e o

28. Ibid. pe 42.

24, Borthwick B;m.. comparative Politics of the iiddle

East 3 An Introduction (lew Delhi 3 Prentice =
Hall of India Private Ltd., 1980) p. 224.



In 1950 the f£ree general elections in Turkish history took
place. The people (most o0f Rurds) supported Dgmocratic Party
of Turkey not because for giving popular support but as A
reaction against the Kamalist regime of terror. Becauge of
defections the police and military repression cli&e’ down
consider_ably. Kurds and Turks became voters.

in 19'.;5 the ce:iéral Tregime signed the anti=communist
and anti~Kurdish Baghdad Pact with Iraq, Iran and Paldstan.zs
There was nQ serious agm uprising &ﬁ t.hét éer:bed. on 27¢th
July, 1960, the military . ~° coup d’etat was the revenge
taken by Kamalist mi.litaryp' The military coup @ etat was
folloved by a new more liberal constitution. Bome articles
on Kurdistan and xu:és wvere devoted, which included freedom
of thought and of the pxess; A bilingual journal of Kurdish

and Turkish was published but socon after it was banned,

In 1961 to 1970, the democratic and sociallst movement
grew up because of the national consciousness and national
liberation movements throughout the wbrld. Universities and
schools becamty major source pmducing revolutions., By 1968
there wgtdifferences emerged bhotween paﬂimnt«-arieta and
Leninistss Kurdish militants organised mﬁss meetings in
Kurdish magjor towns, propagating against unjust opera;tion.
and demanding that the Kuxdish people be allowed to exercise

thelr democratic rights. In 1969, the Organisation of
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25« Kegsing's contemporary archives s teekly Diary at
riorld Events' (London, Keesing's Publication Ltd.)
Vole NOe %o 195556, Pe 14565,
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Ravelutienary Cultural Centre which played impertant rele

in the Kurdish Natienal Mevement. Their mombers were either
mambers of T,W.Ps or vary clese to it. The left parties had
m&aaged te regrouped in 1979 and ceuld published bilingual
menthly *‘Orqurluk Ysly' (The Road to Freedem), Mevever, im
Maych 1976 omether menthly review Rizgeri (Likeratiem) was
issued, But dueva{franti-Kemolist article it wes banned

pofore ito secend issue was brsught out.26

‘During last twenty years cengiderabkle changes eccured
in traditienal structurms, Foudelinm hag breken dewn, memadism
has disappeared, Tebacce grewer and peasont 2nd werkers im
industries ceme inte comtact with the urbanised pepulatiem
2nd cities. The unempleymsnt preblem increased im gemeral
and particularly im petty beurgeeisie class these get aducatien
in scheels and universities, Thepe petty bourgeeisie and
labeursrs are ths mest dymamic amd respsnsive secter of

the Kurdish seciety,

Fer leng time Rurds natienalism led by traditiensl
chieftains, But te~day the mevement rmainly l=d by thege urkan
and ruyal Petty beurgeeises, Kurdish fuedalist mew became

‘am imtermediary fer Turkish celemialism te the system, The
Rurdish slites have new disceversd that, altheugh armed
incurrectien remaims the highest stage of th~e cemflict with
the gemeral autherities, hewevaer, it is net emly the pessible
ferm »f struggle, Thay adeptad peacsful meame fer struggle,

26, Times (Lemden), 10 Dacemwmor, 1976,
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is ,
Thiso/peasible bocause of develepment of demscratic

mevemont in Turkey,

Caso of Izon

After Firet Werld War the gimke mevement started
im Yramiam Kurdigtom between 1920 amd 1925, Chief of the
Shikak tribe, Ismzail Agha mamaged te held the entire regien
wast of lake Urmiah and gave a call fer the independance
of 911 Rurdistan, In 1925 Rnza Shah came te pewer and he wasp
called en Ismail te megetiate at Ulhmu, where Ismail was

assassinated,

During sccend werld war, the Ceatral esutherity became
weak and pelitiecal vacum was created which was faveurable te
Kurdish rebels, they fermad Xurdish demecraotic party ef Irom
and with the help ef USSR, they fermad amn indepeadant

Kurdistam at Mahabad em 22md Jamuary, 1946,27

But late in
the same year Rusgian treeps left Irom and Kurdish Republic
was evarthrewn by the Shah's army em 16th Dacember, 1946,
Kurdish lesder axcapsd te the USSR and soveral Kurdish

seldiers ware ropressed and killed,

Om 9th February, 1949 there was am attempt em the
Shoh'g 1ife and the Gevernmant teek advantéga of this
situotien te crush th2 damecratic mevement threugh sut Irom,
In the clectien of 1952 a KDP candidate received betweem 80
ond 90% eof vetes im Mahobad emd surrcumding aréa. Ag a
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27, Kemdal, The Kurds under the Otteman Empire, inm
Chaliard n,1, p.44,
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rasult the clectien was declared ndll aand veid and the
gevaerament appeintod a religieus figure as the Deputy at
Mahabad,2® oOm 23 Pebruary 1955, Iran, Iraq, Turkey ond
Pakistsm signed the Baghdad Pact which was directed agaimst

the Kurdish magvement,

Seen after am imsurrectien breke sut im Irem im
September 1961, ths Iremi Rurds supperted and assisted the
Iragqi robels Sha}'; directly helped to weakem the Baghdad
Gevernment, Meresver he increaged aid te mutralise
Kurdish mevemant in Irem, This resulted inte a fomeus
preprganda that is Iran's Kurdish mevement activities are
weak and Barzani cellaberated with the Iranian autherity
that affected Kurdish Mevement, The represemtatives ef KDP
centinued te give suppert, whem im March, 1975 hs wom a faveur-
abls pettlement of the Shatt-sl-Arabk berder dispute with
Iraqe It was harsh amd theusends of Kurds fled to Iral.v
Whem Shah's authsrity began te crumble in 1978 the Iraqi
Kards wora omeng tho first te smgoge im armesd struggle
agaoinst the Centrol pewer, A clandestine cenferemcs vas
held ag early as September, 1973, which drawn up a mew party
pregramms eavisaging ammed struggle as the emly way te
achieve aut;nomy. But ambigueusly, they speke medstly em &n

dutcnemeus regien,

In mid 1978, Dr., Abdal Rahmam Ghassembu Becama the
president at KPBI vhe Was marxistelenimist ideelegy, lhile
taking advamtage of the weakmess of Central authority Kurdish

*Pesh Mggag'zg attacked the armies and the pelice pests in
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28, Ghagsemleu A,R., D, 10, p, 57,
29, Rurdish for Partisan (literal meaning”facing mw),
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Rurdistan and teek cemtrel evar Mahakad, Iraomian Prime
Mirister Bazargam called em Kurdish lenders te aegotiate
with autherity., The KDPI called public éemferemce im which
thay reaffirmed demamnds that Kurdish e made am efficial
languag= and that a parliamant be eatablished im Kurdish
areas mercever at thae first time Kurds themselves defimining
Kurdish arens on the basis of histerical and gesgraphical

LacterB.

Indeed it was trme that Kurds en the Iragqi side at
the freatior ware taking an active imterest im Iranianm
devolernsat <8d sema had cressed ever, Khemeini accused the

Jxﬁajrds at pletting against the Islemic revelutien aond as a
recpense to it, Khemeini ccllad em the army te crush the
rebpellien but amy was not vet im a cenditien te fighe,
Meprsever Salas-At Jaff, a majer Kurdish leader and husband
.of the doughter sf Qazi Mehammad, logemdary presidemt ef the
Mahabad Repuklic said that Khemeini did a blumder im decling
with ‘the Kurdish pre®lem,

Seme 200 died in fightimg, which cemrinced the autherity
that it is domgerous te lese grip én mm and antegenizing
leftist, Se Khemeini despatched gyotellsh Taleghami, whe
granted limited autememy te mm?‘ As a result ef this
agrasment Kurdish language intreduced fa Rurdish arsas ef
Iramy Kurds were te rum the lecal admimnistratienm amd Dr,
Ghassemleu weuld participate ia new cemstitutiem cemmittes,
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30 Intematienal Horad Trisume (Panic), 7th Decenber,
1979,
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But the mear cellepse of Teheran's antherity and Pesh meraas
activity im Kurdistem caused fer withdrawal of Dr. Bazargén's
premises amd he annsurced that in future autcmemy cemcescien
would met be negetiated, Further Kurds beycetted Khemeimi's
referendum em the creatien of am Islamic State im 1979.31

It fellewesd cemmunal violeace im Azexbajam prsvimce bstwsen
K\xrda and Azers cemmumity that rasulted inte less ef humdrads

of 11Jesand theusonds ef péople ware rendersd hemeless,

Rural umrest pravailed in the Kurdistam becouss eof nen-
implementatien of'Shah zan_é referm and 1t preveked mm
peasants te seize land frem the landlerds., The Gevermment
. treeps emtarad villages and eften sheeting at villages fer
gardeaing the Aghas', Oam 26 Junmne 1979.the KDPI issued a -
statemant that, why the gevermament was backing the aghas
and imsisting em KDPI's imtentien te negetiate en its autememy

demandis,

Tehran's hestility te Kurdish dissgideats wos new
hardening, Ayatellah Khemeimi repesatedly dsmeunced the Kurds
as cemmumist backed emcmies of the revelutien bammed the KDPI
and described sShaikh Hesssini amd Dr, Ghassemleu as “"traiters®,
On 19 august 1979, Khemeini again dencumnced and bammed all
Kardish pelitical ergamisatiens, The clashes cemntimued till
in August 1979 the delegatien of Kurds wemt te discuss Kurdigh
psace plam with the cemtral Iramion Gevermment, But the vlan
was rejected by Khemeimi, Mereevar Khemeimi appeimntead his cavey
te crush the Kurds rather tham te negetiate with the rebels,
The military repressiem centimued, Later Sheikh Hesseini ™t
ferward eight-peint plan fer Kurdish sutcmemy, Hewsver, thae
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strong effemsive against Kurds comtinued spaclally cencen~

troted im Saggerx amd Sannndaj araa,

Cass eof Irng

In 1925 the League of natieks samctiemed the new
State's pessassisn of Kurdish regien fer zsyyaa'xrs. with
the recemmondatien that the Kurds be gromted cultural richts
and @ degrse of autemenmy., Threucheut this peried ths Irugi's
struggle to establish their ascendancy im Kurdish hold merthem-
meat parts of the previnca, The Reyal Air Ferce crughed a
Barzani revelts in 1922 and a secend in 1943, In the Kurdish
histery ef 20th century the natienal mevament sustoimed mere
strengly, velitically amd militery im Iraq., After the cellapse
ef Mahabad Kingdem im Iram, the Kurdish mevemest cemtre shifted
te Iragqi Kurdistam, The Kurdish Demecratic Party ¢KDP-Iraq)
which was modelled en the Iramian KDP and wac feumdad im 1946
en the racemmemdatiem of Mustafa Barzami before his escaps te

the U,5,.5. Rosz

The Iraqi KDP has Marxigt-lLomimist lime, which
saw first twe geals as emumciatien ef the ceunmtry frem

Westerm influence amnd the winning of basic libertins,

Gemeral Rassem's ceup en 14 July 1958, which eusted
the menarchy, wos widsly walcamed, espscially im Kurdistas,
It was the best chamcs the Kurds hod im mamy years te secure
an autememy, Meresver, Kagsem himself sow in the Kurds a
way of belstering his ewn suppert against his eppenents,
Accordingly, fer the first time Iraq was redefined as o
ceuntry of twe peeple ~ Arabs and Xurds, Mastafa Barzemi
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32, Keasings Centecmperary Archives, m, 25,
Vel, XXV, p, 27567,
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fetumed frem the U,S.S.R. and secured the Presidemtship
of Iraqi KDP, Seme 14 Kupdish lomguage jeumals imcluding
twe KDP-Orgens 3 'Khebat' (Struggle) smd 'Kurdistam’, began

epen publicatien, 33

Aa the Rurdish causce bejyan te wax, Kassem becams
increaaingyly suspicieus of it as 2 pessible threat te this
rule, Cencessiens Were reveked,Murdish jeurnsls were clesed
and leading Kurds arrastad, And a milittary effemsive finally
eperned in 1961, Relatiens between Kaagpsem and the mfda had
been deterierating fer sems time, espaclally evaer the
dapertation of Kurds frem tha eil-rich Kirkuk aress, Omce
the Iragql effensive had begun thay had ne altarmotivse but te
joim the imsurgency. That comverted imte a matural revelt
for salf dafenca, The war ceatimuasd for mext mime vears,
Regimes including Kassem's came amd waeat im Baghdad; dut the
fighting went en, A UN missiem later reperted that 40,000

heuses wers destreyed amd 300,000 remderad homeless.u

Nambering
‘only absut 1,000 ia September, 1961 the Kurdish army rese te
akeut 20,000 by thao tims eof Kaossem's fall frem pewar im 1963

and had richad 50,000 wy 1975, At the haight of the imsurgsmcy
peme 40,000 sq. km, had beem breught umder K0P, >
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33 O'Balance Edgar, The Kurdish Revelt 1961-70
(Londen, 1973) p, 61,

34 U.N, Devalepment Pregramme Expleratery Missiea
te Northem Iraqg (Octsber 1971),

a5 Chaliand, Gerand (Ed.) m,1, p. 166,
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The Baath Party at Iragq came te pewer im February,
1963, which teek drive agaimst cemmumists and Kurds, The
socond foeméive. against Kurds begom enm 10 Jume, 1963 iam
Kirkuk ares ef Kurdistem, Despite Syrioms halp te Baghdad,
the effensive failed, There were further three mers maim
effemsives agaimst Kurds till 1969, Baathist gemnarals
im Iraq ushered im "17th July 1968 Revelutiem®, General
Al-Bakr and Suddam Husseim teek ever the reims ef Geverament
and seen commenced with the plans fer Kardistom im April,
1969, The armm cembats was werst in Arbil and Kirkuk area marked
By mass . s 2 expulsiens, Centrel autherity realised after
unable to crush Kurdish ra&istagca that centimuing hestility
with Kurds is & real threat to Iragi integrity, Kurdish
natienal aims hod becn mederate frem the eutset; they had
invelved net separatienm But the autemenmy ef Iragi Kurdisten
within the frame<-werk ef the republic,

The agresment sigmned én 11ith March, 1970 kaewn as
March Mamifdaste, This maniféste has recegaised Rurdish
minerity and haa givem certaia cencespiens 2nd privileges te
Kurds, The pre®lem ef Kurdistom inm Imq is met settled here,
The problem rises over the sxact defimitien of the area which
wae allecatsd te ths autemsmeus zeme, It was becousa the
Baath party was net gemuinely imterested im sharing pewer
ard met willing te leava Kirkuk eil-rich arsa. Frem 1970 te
1974, the Iraqi Gevermment emgaged im dividimg the Kurds amd
remewal of Arabisatiem pregramme, In August, 1974 Iraql army
laumched the »iggest effemsive since the Kurdigh war hod
begun im 1961, As a result 150,000 Kurds had fled te Iranm,
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often with the auiaianca of Imperial Iram, Baghdad cemmittad
almest all its fercas te the fighting e.g,, #ight divigiens
(seme 120,000 men), absut 750 eut ef 900 tamks, the eatire
ailr ferce and & 20,000 streng pelice ferca, A few of the

MIG«23 bembers were flew im by Soviat pilota.sé

Irenian army assisted Xurd rebels of Iraq by giving
gseme 122 mm fs.eia gquns and anti—eénk nissiles, Latar en
Iram withdrawm the gsuppert te Kurds hecouss of the agreemsat
 with Iraq in ae;ttling the_bouﬂdary dispute ef Shatt-al-Arab,
In returm the Shah agreesd to withdraw all suppert fer the '
Kurds and this resulted inte Kurds Weceming helpless. The
woundaries of Iron sealed em 1st April, 1974, hewaver, befere
that ms.afa‘ Barzanl and etherg XDP leaders flod te Irem im

March,

Te this anci the Rurdish war had heipaﬂ »y diverting
Baghdad's military effercs aorﬂ:f\mrds. speiling its ecememic
plans and himdering the devalopment' of the ceuntry, This
cenflict had baon the bleediest. Officially Baghdad admitted

the leses of evar 60,000 as dead and weunded,

After thae debacle, the camp ef the Kurdish guerrilla
‘movcmut split, sach side accusing the ethar of bsing
respensible for the defeat, Jallal Jalakami guster ef KDP
fermsd a mew Party the Patrietic Umiem ef Kurdistam (PUK),
Meanwhile KDP has boem refermad umder the cemtract ef Barzami's
sens, ldris ard Kasseud, Beth the Parties were active duriag
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the time of Irom-Irog Warx, KDP (PL) claimsd success im

ssvaral mew attacks, The suthrske of war gave remewad hepe
to Pesh Merges.

It is observed that whemever there ia 6 weak Central

‘.

pewar, Kurds revelted fer their righte, Im 1946, a pelitical
vaccum in Iram was expleited by Kurds and they fnrmsdvthe
Kimgdem ef Mahabad, In 1958, Ireqi memarchy %, everthrewa

by Ras@m with the support of Kurds amd in returmm they get
recegnitien a8 partmers of Arabs, zi 1978, thers was a turmeil
at the Central imparialist pewer e¢f Iram, that timo Kurds

eppesad wastem imperizslicm and demamded autememy im Iranm,

During Iran<lraq cemflict, !Qardé mevenent altermatsly
supperted Iran and Iraq iv view of weaokming them fimally, T411
1976, Iraqi Kurdg assisted Shah ef Irsn but after stepping
help and non-implemontation ef land rofeorms im Kurdish ares,
Iraqi Kurds vere tha first te imspired Iramiom Kurds agaimst
imparial autherity #f Shah,

Kards always ars censidared as rabals by ths Cemtral
Gevarnments ef tho fespmivc patien ptates, Se whemsver
there waas a Kurdish demard for autememy, it was repressed
by ths Govarmmant, Existamce of agae eld military presemce
and Marshal Law in Turkish Kurdistam, Kurdish matiemal
fe=lings get wat amd dépmaoﬂ. In Ivraq and lram, the
military offmmeive chamged Kurdisf, matiemalism frem am
extramist te modermist pesitien and they want autememeus
states within the framswsrk ef the cemtral Gevarmment,

Furthoer the fraction between extremist and medernist agsisted
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in rsduced streagth of the Kurdish mevemeat,

Further Kurdish mevement en the face of crisis slways
agked fer help frem eutside, But meither the westera pevwers
ner the secialist ceuantries gave censtamt help by getting
intorested im helping Kurds fer their humam rights and
indspondance but for strategic comsideratiens. The laws eof
assimilation im Turkey remeved werd Kurds frem their efficisl
recerds and denised mimerity rights to Kurde, The arabizatien
eof Iraqi Gevemmnent pregramme suppressed Rurds, These twe

are the main ebstacles im achievement of Rurdish autememy,

Astenemy, withim the fromeverk ef respectad countries,
is mere or less pessibkle, Kurds® motismalism is as old as
the other courtries im the regiem, The Kamelist Gevermmeat
of Turkey tried te abelish = -~ - Kurdich matiemalism
threugh militerilizatien of arsa fer dscodes tegethar, it was
succeggful te semas extemt till the time that the majerity ef
pepulatisen was illiterats and iselated frem the rest of the
verld, When petty besurgseis classes emesrgad the matienalist
mevemenat of Kurds bacams vary stremg specially im imdustrial
ond urbamised tewas i.e, Divakekir, Bitis, Siirt, Batmm zad ce
on.31 Gromt ef seme autememy im Iraqgi Rurprdigtom im 1970 amd
in Iram in 1979 resulted imte further prevecatiem of saparatist
ideas, which was viewed by the comtrol regiens as the threat
te matiemal imtegricy,

37. Elphinsten Cel, W.G,, “"Kurds and their
questien”, Reyal Cemtral Asiam Jeurmol,
Vel, XXXV (Jamuary 1948) p, 39,



Kurds are fighting fer their autnoiny since last

60 years, herce this area has always bsem a preblem ores,
Spscially, im the last 20 ;yeara. the several axm uprisings amd
Colg auant less qf human liveé and matiemal wealth resulted
 inte tetal nogleét of the a:@a being deveiapad. Hewaver,
with the mere literate and pol:lticaliy mire ‘aware, they
always leek fer eppertumity te hreak the cemtral pever ia
Rardistan and te eabablish an autemsmeus umit for themselves,
But w_ould it be fgaeihla. is a »ig questien mark ﬁhich
ceuld be answ‘emé eRly with t&e pagsage of réuro time,

Hewever, it 1is a‘aefioua pre®lem ag it cencems the walfara

and psace of the Kurd peeple,

( Comrdi)



latornatienal Fegces 3

Likewisce the invelved nation states ir the cemplex
preblem of Kurdiptam ares, the other matien states of the
Middle East aleng with the ether Eurepean and eloewhere
pewers have certaim perspectives omn Rurdigtom ares, partly
strategic and partly etherwiss, The key rele of super pewers

has basn very impertant amd deserves special menties,

Seviety Pe tewards the Kurds has beem pragmatic,

The Kurds effer laversge against the auti-cn“mnmist and
anti-Seviet GCevernments of Turkey and Iran, and mere
generally the instability may epom tho deor fer Saviet infil-
tratien in tha Middle Bast, Certainly, Russion interest im
the area iz of longstanding, Thae Russian wera first te use
the Kurds in the 18th century as pawms im the Middle East
pewar gama, stirring dreams of Kurdish natienalism as &

means of destabilising the Otteman E,u!piraosa And im 1914

as part of his price for emtering the war against the centrel

pevers, the tveastem sllies effared Kurdistam te Nicholas 11.39

More striking were Seviety attitudes during the Allied
eccupatien ef Iran during lerld war 11, which were im marked
centragst te these of tha British, Whereas the British, mere
cencermed with danying the territory te Gearmani ;I.nﬂueica,
s, Hay We.A., B, 20, p. 128,

39, Inid, p. 130,



permittad cemplete freedom of mesvoment em thae part of
Iranian ferce, the Seviety autherities im the nerth,
including Kurdistan, insisted that evaery Iranian treep meve-
ment down te plateen size ceuld be carried eut enly by
autherisation of lecal Seviety Cemmondsr, This epemed the
way te crumbling ef Imparial _i.uflue:ce and the setting up
of the Maﬁahad Republic em 22 Jamuary, 1946.‘0 Hevwever,

the Seviety Umien never scught am indepcmdamt Kurdish State,
but rather te detach it from Iron amd integratd it fully
inte Seviety Azerbaljam, which thay conlvd not mataerialize,

- Megcew's treatment of General Barzanil temds te
cerrederate this view pai_gt. After the cellapse of the Mohabod
Republic, Barzani and his __fallmers tock refuge in the Seviat
Untem fer 11 years (1947-58),%! puring thetir stay they
vars laft undar the supervigien of 12 Seviety army efficaers,
whe kept them em the alert, ready fer imterventiem in Iranm,
Irag ard Turkey, The expatriate Kurds received qurrilla
traiming aleng with Marcxist-Lemninist imgtructien. Many
secrst visits to mertharn Iraq were made at this time and
prepaganda werk wag carried sn, Fellewing Barzaim'’s retur
342 ’

te Iraq in 195877, it se med the imvestment might bear £ruit,

40, Elphj.‘ﬂun woGo. Be 37. Pe 47.

41, Keesing's centemperary Archives, (Lenden ;
Kassing Publicatiem, 1968) Vel, X1V, p, 2736.

42, Ieid,
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Sevicty Union and Iraq signed the Treaty of FPrioadchip
and ce-speratien om 9 April, 19?243. whers Mescew peinted eut
that this treaty is net against the Kurdish peeple’s struggle,
it is for the causa of Baghdad's struggle against the giamt
ell cempanies, 3part from the usual diplomatic chanamcls,
Kurdish grievances were also axpressed at the party level,
netably im 1970 when the Seviety Unionmn wag celaberated Lonim's
kirth,

U.S.Ae 3 United States hag precernceived desigms te capture
the ex-celenial countries of Eurepsam pewars, and hag started
- @ mew place of colemnialism (Hep-os lomiclism), American

Mpcrial'ism ponetrated Turkey in 1948, umder the Morchall

44

Plan, The weak ecomemy of Turkey meedsd the fereign help

in L ,
and/exchange Turkey sent theusands eof Turkigh seldiers
including many Kurds te fight in Korea and it jfoimed NATO

45

en 18 Pebruary, 1952, And on 26th February, 1954 sutherised

U.S. to set up military bases and listening pests threugheut
the csuntry Kurdistam included, 1In 1955, the Memderes regime
signed the anti-communist and anti-Xurdish Baghdad Pact

with Imq. Iran and Pakiatan.‘ﬁ

43, vanly J.S., Kurdistan in Iraq, im Chaliamd G.,
n. 1, Pe 184,

44, Ibid, p, 177,

45, Kessiwggs Archives, n, 10, Vel, IX
. Pe 13183 B,

46, Schmidt D.A., "Pregent Dovelepmsnt im the Kurdish
War, “"Jeurnal & ths Reyal Central Asian Seciety,
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Only after 1962 U-itéd States teek direct anvd kesn
interest in Iragqi Kurdistan te weakem the Kagsem's Secialist
regime, Theugh KDP-Iraq arnd Kasgsem have cemmunist ideselegy
they had differences em pewer sharing at Centre, which Kassen
denied teo give pepular share te Kurds, In 1961 because ef
Kurdish qurrilla activity, Kessem teok first effemsive agaimst
Kurda; When U.S.A. supperted Kurds by giving aid threugh
Iran's Shah they had secret agreesment batwean Nixen, Kissimger
and Shah eof Iran te suppert Kurds by giving fimancial and
arm gsupoly threugh CIA agents, The U,S, aid pregramme t¢e
the Kurds, *wWhich weuld ultimately invelve tetal a2id of
$16 millien®, was fimally appreved by the President fellewing
a private meeting between the Shah and l{issiager‘.‘v

Thoe Piks r\fport strasses that Neither the fereign Head
of State (the sShah) ner tha President and Dr, Kissimger
desired victery fer au;' clients (the Kurds), They merely
hepad te cmsure that the insurgents weulﬁ be capable ef
sustaining 2 level ef hestality just high eneugh te sap the
reseurces of the meighbeuring stata.‘e

muring My, Nixen's visit te Tehram im 1972, the Shah
of Iram asksd Preéident te 2am the Ruris against Iraql
Gevermment, Mr., iixem erder=d C.I.A, te s=nd te the Kurds

nillien of roumds of smmmitien,

47, Asian Recerds, 1963, Vel, IX, p, 5345,
48, Gardiam (Lenden), 14 March, 1975,



Kurdish sayimg, *‘the Kurds have ne frioads®, has
bean repeatedly prevem, 1Ia the final amalysis, it is hand
te aveid the cenclusien that whatever dramatic chamges thers
may be in the regiem, the Rurds will fer ever be the pawas
of strategic cems ideratiem and plans, Mest lecal pswers -
Iram, Iragq amnd Syria have mamipulated this, similérly. both
the U,5.,A, and the Seviety Umien have helpsd Kurdish rebels

fer thelr gainms,

Apart frem the imvelvament of super pswers im
Kurdistam, Britaim, Frénce. Wast Garmamy, Pokis tam ond
ethers are imvelved directly or indirectly, Till the 1958
British deminatienr ever Iraq was very mich, Britizh ferces
represged mtdigéh rebsin till the Secend Werld wWar, Theugh
Britain talking absut Kurdish indepsmdance er autememy, they

4 vhen

well toek effemsive agaimst Kurdish rebels in 1932
Iraq was under thelr mondate, After the U,S, and U,3,5.R,
mere invelwmeat in the ragien ether ceuntries of Eureps de net
have much imvelvatien im Kurdish vreklsm, Evesm theugh all
BEurepean imperialist pewars becams élways pimpathaizars ef
Kurds imdspemdent for their human rights, Pakistem has alse
minerity preblems im their gtote gse it invelved im the Baghdad
pact for imtarmal security which is against the Kurdigh inde-
pandance struggle, Mengelian peeplas Republic has di-?\.aed
questien ef Kurdish repressiem befers the Gencral Assembdy
but seem after im view of Afre-Asian selidarily they withdrown

1*.'.-50

‘9’ Elphilst.l wOGO. A, 37. Pe 45,

50, Kelidar, (Abbag), "The Search fer Seabilit
Cenflict sStudies, Ne, 59, 1975, P, 16, ¥oe
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Unitsd Natioms 3

Monifastratien of Russian pelicy eccurred im 1963
when en 29th Juna, scem after the epening ef the Baath

51

Junta’s effemsive in Iraqg,”  the Memgeliam Peeple’s Republic,

in a vielently-werded cable te the Secretary-Gemeral ef the

United Nation.sz

denounced the atrecities being psrpstrated
ageinst the Kurdish peeple in respense te thai:-juatvéamaud
for automconmy withim the Iragqi State, and asked fer inclusien
in the previsienal agenda for the Genaral Assembly im

Octeker, as'an item of am 1ﬁportant‘ane urgent character'

ef the question of the pelicy ef galocida carried eut by the
Gevernment of the Repnhlic.of Iraq. Thié was fellewed sems
ten deys later by two similar cemmumicatiens frem the U.5.8.R.
itself, ene te the Ecenemic ald Secial Ceuncil demanding am
immediate debate (the demand was rejected by a majerity ef

13 te 2, with thres akstentiens), and anether te the Security

Council rspsating the substonce ef ths first tw-.53

The Kurds themselves hava attampted am mumareus
eccasiens te interast the United Natiens, Simce 1961 seven
dslegatiens represeating the DPK have travelled te New Yerk
only te find that Gevermmsnts, like Peliticiams, are highly
selective im their cheice eof causes fer manifeastatiens ef
meral imdigmatien, and that net ene of the hundred-edd
S1,  Asian Recerd, =, 17, Vel, IX, p, 5345,

52, o'Balance J,, n, 33, p. 53,

53, Seviety amalyst, 2 January, 1975,
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members wWas prepared te place their case en the agendn eof
any ene of the ergans of the successer to ths League eof
Natiems, Numereus letters te the Secretariat have alse

preved fruitless,

Beth regienal and intermatienal ferces have heenm
quite sharp en Kurdistan, The geegraphical cempulsien aleng-
with eghanic characteristics have givea a parameunt sébtegic
impertsnce t¢ this area te beceme a cemplex issus fer the\
contending naties states havimg immsdiate imvelvememt as
well as the ether rogiexnal and intermatienal omnes, The
questien of autemcmy is rather o vexed eone and evades a
selutien accaptable te all coencemed parties, The upshet
of this is that the Kurdish pesple remain umnderdeveleped

1nspite'of natural eadewmmmts,



CHAPTER VII
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CORCLUSION

Rurdistan Regiem epitemises the andpreosducts ef the
gesgraphical, secio-ecensmic and pelitical structure im its
regienal set up, The precesses emamnated withim the histericsl
frame work have manifested themselves im varieus patterms amd
ferms, which are typically under develeped in charactér.
Whethar it is the questiern of the scememy er the seclety er
the pslity, the ¢ v evarwheclming situatien 15 that of umder-
devalepment, which sheuld net be the case within the given
geegraphical situatiem, spacially pertaiming to its emdewmemts,
beth natural and human, Ne bedy weuld demy this fact that
the human el~meat, i.0., Rurd, is the mest dymamie and

hardy eand ceuld match the best human material, elsewhers,

The megienal structure is complex amd demies easy
explanatiena, It is rather smgimatic im nature anci leaves ene
spellbeund, as it is glightly Aifficult te amalyse, Hewaver,
eone weuld ramark that the impress &f the geegraphical miliem
is rather teos beld in several ferms, Physiegraphic cemplica-~
tiong and diversitics are beld smeugh te warrant any davelep-
ment, DBesides the symtax situatiem im thae merth.west ef
Kurdistan where Elburz and Zagres meet, the physiegraphic
characterigtios are mestly Zagres im erigimn, i,2., it is
highly felded and faulted and the upshet ef this iz that
thers are beautiful vast lakaes aamd deep gerges, leaving little
land suitable for cultivatiem, In the geuth and sguth-west,
the physiegraphy gets subdued amd smds itself te flat wide
epen fields, But the desertic envigsemment emqulfs it and again
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renders it a wasteland, Ia asseciatiem with the physiegraphy,
th e climatic harshmess, varying frem the celd.-wet rsgime of

; _ ' of Soubs
the nerth and merth«west to the semi<arid te arid/leaves neo

scope for any eaay sizeable develepment in agrimlture,

 Agriculturs is the maimstay ef the peeple alemgwith
the livesteck rearimg which highly moéa‘giaeod to the incems
of the peop}s. Agriculture varies from shifting te the
sedantary 19 chamctar._ A wids variety of creps are grewm
Bit because :tha cultivgtios is limited amd precarieus, the
crep diversificatien 1@ rathar difficult, Hewaver, the feed
crops dominate, '!,'he pr;a;ductiyity is rather lew, which
explains the restrict=d seil fertility, Livegtqck aceneny is
basically the best fit fer this hilly terrain and?;easonal
fluctuati_ené of the weather m cempél' the pesple te adher
te t'..z‘emahuman.ce.v The pagtures are prefusely rich in variety

and ylelad énd ptreng oneugh te a balanced livestock sconemy,

Kurds by naturz ag waell as tgadi(:ims are the wandering
peeple alemgwith their herds ef cattle, sheep aad geats, The
net-result is that the settloments ars hardly permameat im
character and evargmwa ia size, With the passage of time
and with the sadantarizatien of aqriculmm, the qottlemeats
rests get desp and becems parmanent, Big and bemanent
settlaments are well-emtranchad im flat vallays er alemg the
sheras ef the lakes, HMostly, the psrmanent villages are
linear im character ard are asgsecinted with multi-mcleid,
‘emall size temperary te semi-pearmanent hardsmon®s settlomsats

on the tep flat areas which bacema full ef life during the
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mxmem.. Kurds are shhaically very homegsmeus im character
ut Vs till as a result of areas of iselatien due to the
physiography, there are sub-groups whe hardly cemmumicate with
esach ethar, Hewevaer, the long-drawn pelitical turmeil aad
amhivalence has giver & sense of onomess aad unity te these
greups and sub-groups and the result is that Kurds stand
united against the imperialistic ferces as well as matienzlis-~

tic feorces of the mich recent erigin,

spatial pati:éma of the ecememy and the regienal
diversitices and disparities have contrelled the pepulatien
distrimutien pattem, which is highly unevea h"z'sspmad. It
1;9' surprising that inspite of the difficult pelitical impasse,
the pepulatien grewth is rather phenemenazl, 'B-th. the rural
and the urban perulation have shewn repid grewth, The imbkalances
are mostly promimnent im its occupatienal character and the
ratie of werkers to nea-workers., This diractly puts ene thiag
very premimently, i.2.,, the pslitical amhlﬁenea amd suppresse
ien has resulted inte high dependency raties amd the mach
depandence en the primary secter., The urkban cemtres are few
and far between and mestly small te madium size im character,
axcept the city ef Kemmansheh which epitemises the verycthes,
ferveur and essance of Kurdish life and culture, Ursam Centras
are mostly sorvice ceatros with prepemdereace ef the aervic-
secter, The iadustrial backwardness hes resulted imte a wesk

urban aconemic base,
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Ragienalizatien ceuld be 3ema but the paucity ef data
and nfo_imatiu hos ferastalled such am attempt, Hewever, ene
weuld carve out soms macre and micre~regiens, which are
basically the,msult of thsa ﬁhysiographiq frameveork amd clima-
tie variati-;ns. W:l.thin the given frame.werk, the schemes and

techaiques of region building are met used here,

Kurdistan regien, altheugh physiegraphically highly
divemiﬂed. is ethmically an umified regien and threugheut its
histery has steed 2 eme single whele emtity, Pre-Otteman
pefiod is sﬁxmu’gﬁeﬂ in dusty ebliviem mut st.tn one weulad
asgert that the mm and m:&iah traet has rever permanently
renained éuhjngatad. _;Later on, with im the mighty framewerk
ef the Otteman empire em ene hand and the Shahs of Iram, the
Rurdish region oxperienced frequeat changiué political centrels,
which get further fermulised as the résult of Eut;pean diplemacy
and cemspirecies, It com2s te the presemt situation, i.,e,, it
stands divided inte several nath'n states, i.,e., Irem, lraq,

Turkey, and Syria 'etc.

o
It ig umprecedent/ im character as it didded the ethmically

ens greud eof peeple, Besides Balkanisatiem imte seversl ,
pelitical umits gﬁomad'by ether majerity groups, the precess
of supressiem set im heavily with the begimniag of the 20th |
century, Kurds emterad a ple se ef pelitical ambivalemce,
turmeil and hardships,

Geegraphically, automemy is a desireble thimg and it
sheuld be welcemed But pelitically, it is difficult te achiave,
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as it iz beyond the regiemal and imtsrmatienal ferces which
ceuld help im develeping an atmesphere which ceuld usher im
such a situatien, Natienalistic forces are rather well-
entronched and streng emeugh net te yield te amy pressures,
Within the givem szituatiem, autememy for Kurds may met bae
givem, altheugh it is the mest welcemad situatiem, When tis
would happen, ena cannot foreecast it, In what foms it
sheuld cems, cannet b2 explained, Hewaver, ema would add
hera that the regien awaits develepmant and it sheuld net bs
denied to tha peeple of the reagien, 1.2, Kurds,
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Table Ho,2
Climatological Table of Procipitation and Temperature

Tomp, in °C, Precipttation in Il

g%: Station !éggg Jan, Fodb, ilar. 4pr. Moy Jun. Jul, 4Aug. Sep. Oct. WNov, Dec., jun
Data | - , gge.
1. Rezaiyeh i9nn-a =-0.1 1.25 5.7 12,15 17,15 21.25 24,7 24.85 21,58 15.0 7,17 1,55 12,7
" 28.2 43,0 .1 &3.6 44,90 20,00 6.50 ¥.6 6,1 10,3 47,7 25,8 3% P
2. \Eﬁmadan ' o 0.5 1.35 5,3 1l.1 15,2 20,2 23,6 22,3 19.7 13.5 5,15 1.0 11.7
a 36,0 52,0 7¢2.2 7.9. 32,7 5.8 1.3 0.5 0.7 11.8 651.8 40,2 3852
3, HMosul " 6.5 8,6 12,0 17.3 23,92 30,2 33.7 32,7 26,9 20,1 13.1 7.9 19.4
" 70 67 65 55 20 1l T 0 T ? 43 62. 390
4, Kirkuk 198-60 8.6 10.2 13.3 19.4 26,4 32,3 35.1 34.8 30,4 24.2 16,5 10.6 22,0
. " 58 6 §5 47 17 T 0 0 T 3 42 62 3.81
5. Van 1941~60 ~-3.4 =3,2 0,4 7.0 13,1 18.0 22,1 21.7 17,2 i0.5 4.2 -~1.,3 2.9
. 9 45 36 a8 53 40 16 7. 3. 12 45 48 A 384
6. Diyarbakir 1931~ 1.5 3,6 7.2 13.9 19,2 25,7 31.0 30.5 24,9 17.2 9.9 3.8 15,7
" 7 65 63 73 42 8 1 1l 3 29 53 & 489

T~ I T~ N e < B

I T I T

Sourcoes~ Climatolozical Hormals (Clinc) For Climato and Climateship Stations for
tho poriod 1931-60. ed. 1971, WHC/CIY, Wo,117, TP, 52, Genova.

(T= 0.5 nmm)

Tote s= T = Temperaturc
P = Precipitation
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Table Mo, 3
Population Urowth by Provinces 1945+-75

Ann~- Ann-

Popula=- Popula~ Popula- Popula— Increa~ Incroa- Increé ann—~ #age
Province tion in tion in tion in tion in so in se in se in al % al % Al 3 incr-
1945 1955~ 1965~ 1975~ 1955 1965 1975 4inc~ inc- inc~- ease
1957 1968 1970 over over ovar reas rease rea int'75
1945 1955 1965 1945 1955 1965 over
to to to 1965
1955 1965 1975

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
1., Agri 133504 189348 24636. 330201 55844 57613 83240 4.1 3.04 3.37 34
2. Bingol 75510 113341 150521 210804 3783 37180 60283 5,01 3,28 4.00 40
3. Bitlis 71950 111187 154069 318305 39237 42882 164236 5.45 3.85 10.65 07
4, Diyarbakir 249949 343903 475916 651233 93954 132013 175317 3.75 3.84 3.8 37
5 Hukkari 35124 545824 84091 126036 19700 29267 41945 5.8 5,33 4.98 0
8, Mardin 234457 305520 397880 519687 71063 92360 121807 3,03 3.02 3,068 3
7. Rus §2699 138401 198716 267203 53702 62315 68487 6.49 4,57 3.45 34
8. Siirt 133627 191234 264832 381503 57807 73588 116671 4.31 3.84 4.40 44
9 Van 127858 175250 266686 336314 47392 91436 119628 3.43 5,22 4,49 45
. Total Turkey 18790174 24064163 31391421 40347710 5273989 7327258 5056208 2.80 3,04 2.85 29
10. UY,Azerbaljan 6526429 721136 1087182 1407602 195709 3636046 320420 1.36 5,07 2.94 29
11, . Kormanshah 408080 1376389 1814000 2264760 063909 437011 450760 3.37 3.17 2.48 25
12, Kurdistan 399897 555413 619573 794290 155516 64160 174717 1,38 1.15 2.82 28
Toral Iran 13647336 18954704 25078923 33708744 5307318 6124219 8629821 1.28 3.23 3.24 34

13. Al-Tameem

(K1 riuk) 286005 388839 473686 430000 102834 84787 179977 3.59 2.18 3.8 38

za!



Table Ho, 3

1 2 3 4 5 ] 7 8 9 10 11 12
14, Dhok 595190 755447 888601 210000 16625'7 133154 302124 2,89 1.79 3.4 34
15, Arhsl 239776 273383 356203 493000 33607 82910 163394 1,40 3,03 4.6 48
16, Al.Sulaimaniya 226400 304895 399768 656000 78495 94873 187390 3,46 3.11 4,7 47
Total Iragq 5452365 6339960 8047415 11505333 1707455 3457585 34575385 4,29 2,69 4,2_9 43
Total Kurdis-
tan 3326455 5997110 TL57743 9457240 2170655 1160633 2209497 5.8 3,683 4,17 32
Hota: * Estimated Population

Sourcos: (1)
(i%)

(111

(iv)

Population af%er change of provinclal area

United Wations Demographic Year Books 1945, 50, 55, 60, 65, 70, 75 and 80
United llation Pudblications) Hew York, ’

Annual adbstract of Statistical 1976 (Bagddg, Repudblie of Iraq, lHinistry
of Planning, Contral Statistical Organisation 1974). -

) Hational Census of Population and Housing, Hov, 1976, Sr, Ho,1886,
(Tehran) Islanmic Republic of Iran,

Plan and Budget Organisation, Statistieal
Centre of Iran, Jan., 19381, ,

OStatistical Year Book of Turkey 1979, Pubd, No, 830 (Ankara: Prime Ministey
3tato Institute of 3tatistics, 197%)
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Zoble No,4

128

DENSITY OF POPULATION
1965~75

. - Popula~ Dsnsity of Jjage of
Province Area iigﬁ"“ tﬁﬁ'ﬁ pogula{mn to%al
1965 1975 r 8q,lm Iéuhgg}:-*

1965 1975 popu.

1, agri 11458 246961 330201 21,55 28.84 4,01
¢, Bingol : 8011 150521 210804 16,89 23,66 2,55
3, Bitlis 6674 154069 8305 15.4 8 47.69 3.86
&, Diyarbakir 15400 475016 651233 30,90 42,29 7.91
5, Hukkari 9885 84091 126036 8,51 12,75 1,53
6, Mardin 12870 397880 519687 30,89 40.35 6,28
7, lus 8607 108716 267203 22,85 20.72 3.24
2., Siirt 12462 264832 31503  21.25 0.6 4,63
9, Van 19797 266686 386314 13,47 19.51 4,69

Turkey Total 805639 31391471 40347719 38,96 50.08 =~

10 4, Azerbaijan 43660 1087182 1407604 24,90 27,67 17.11
11, Kormanshah 628825 1814000 2264760 28.84 38,97 12,62
12, Kurdistan 24998 Gl9573 974290 28,78 .77 9.65
Iran Total 1648000 26078923 33708744 15,22 20,45 -

13, Al-Tameenm

(Kipkui) 9426 332498 439000 35,27 46,47 65.33
14, Dhok 6374 160883 21700 25,26 35,03 2,63
15, Arbil . 14423 356241 493000 24,69 34,17 5,99
16, B#1l:Sulomaniya 16482 399768 G56000 33,23 39.80 7:97

Iraq Total 434000 8047415

Kurdis<an 284413, 6
7157743

11505000 18,54 28,51

9457240

26,17 33.25

100,00




. Inblo Vo8
RURAL DENSITY 1975

" area  Total Rural Donsity

popula~ popula~ of rural

Province tion lation populat—

1975 1975 ion per
8q, kn
1. agri 11458 330201 218494 19,086
2. . Bingol 8011 210804 142440 16,98
3, Bitlis 6674 318306 21737 32,68
4, Diyarbakir . 15400 65p233 347225 22,54
5. Rukkarfi 9885 126036 31489 8.28
6. Murdin 12879 519637 339199 26,33
7, Hus 8697 267203 189928 21,84
8 . Siirt 124562 381503 209941 16,84
9, Van 19737 33634 237467 11,99
38. Turkey Total 805639 40347719 1983600 30, 67
10. W.izerbijan 43660 1407602 960840 22,00
11, Kormanshah 62882,5 103072 538829 23,08
12, Kurdistan 24093 R2640 592035  23.€3
Iran Total 1848000 33708722 17854054  10.83
13. Al=Tamoonm 19543 462027 2383622 12,17
14, Dhok (iosul) 50381 9541756 564477 11,09
16, arbil 15315 320285 226068 14,78
18, Al,Sulemenftva 11093 403220 - 1306532 23,09
Irag Total 433448 3261627 5430923 10,62
Xurdistan Total 284413.5 9457240 792743 25,29




12
Zable Ho, §.
Urban Centres
Loecation and Hame of city abrr, of Urban
Group Siege Provinces popula-
in which tion
U.C, 1s 19756
situated
Inay
lore than : } .
I 1,00,000 Kermanshah, (Xer) 290600
Rozaiyeh, (W.A,) 164419
 Hamadan (Ker) 165735
11, 50,000~1,00,000 Khoy city (W.A,) 70367
Sannanda) (Kur) 95,872
111, 25,000~50,000 Mahabad (¥.a,) 44,067
Islamabad (Ker) 30,000
Songor (Kur) 30, 661
Miyanlohd (W.A,) 27,639
Salmes {(B8hahpur) {4,4,) 27,638
Halayer (Kar) 47,117
Ilom (Ker) 32,478
Mohvand (Ker) 29, 509
1V, 20,000~25,000  Naguden (u,4.) 23,836
Quaser—-Shirin (Ker) 23,224
Bukan (wo&o) 20’579
V. 15,000~20,000 Songorker (Ker) 19,702
Sarpol-e~zohab (Ker) 18,522
Harsin (Ker) 18,002
Bijar {Kur) 17,224
Kungavar (Ker) 16,396
Banch (Kur) 16, 552
Turyserken (Kerx) 18,673

3
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11,

111
1v,
v.

- VI,

VI  10,000-15,000

iRAQ

. More than 1,00,000

50,000-1,00,000

. 25,000=50,000
20,000~25,000
15,000=20,000

10,000-15,000

IURKEY
I. lHore than 1,00,000

11, 50,000-1,00,000

111, 25,000~50,000

Murivan

Takab

Haku city
corvch

Sahnen
Pivanshahr city
Suddasht

Bahar

Kirkuak

Arbil
Sulaimaniya

Dhok

Zakho
Tooz
Halabeha
Koisanjaq

Diyarbalir

Batman
Van

Mardin
Siirt
sgri
Silvan

(Kur)
(W.4,)
(W,A,)
(Kur)
(Ker)
(W,Aa,)
(W,4,)
(Ker)

(Kir)

(Aarbil)
{al=Sul)

(Dhok)

(Dhok)
(al~Tam)
(al=5ul)
{Arbi)

(811rt)

(Diyar)

13, 610
12,885
11,965
11,518
11,133
10,572
10,207
14,489

1,67,413

90,320
86,822

16,998

14,790
13,860
11,208
10,338

1,69,535

64,334
€3, 663

36,629
35,654
35,284
29,599

Ty
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Iv,

v,

Vi,

20,000~25,000

15,000=20,000

'10,000~15,000

Tutran
Hus
Bitlis

Nusaybin
Erois
Bingol
Ergani
Kiziltege

Diogubeyazit
Hidyat
Patnos

Cigre

Perik
Harzgirt
Bismil
Hukkari
Sirhak

\

(Bitlis)

(Hardin)
(Van)

(Diyar)
{Mardin)

(agri)
(Hardin)
(rgri)
(Hardin)

(Mardin)
(Hus)
(Diya)

(8iirt)

29,271

27,76
25,054

23,684

22,351
22,047
21,936
21,531

17,612
16,905
15,018
15,557

13,292
13,094

12,775

11,736
10,537
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Table Ho,?
SEX RATIO DISTRIBUTION
Total Hale Female Female
, opula~ per 1000
Provinces t1on males
1975

1, Agrt 330201 176E76 153525 868,9
2. Bingol 210804 110954 99850 899,.8
3, Bitlis 218305 115955 102350 882, 6
4, Oiyarbakir 651233 343737 307438 294,2
5, Hakkard 12603 6 63264 57772 846, 3
6, Mardin 519687 269675 280012 972,0
7, Hus 267203 138880 128323 923, 9
8., 8iirt 381503 201023 130480 897.8
9., Van 386314 203229 183085 800,8
Turkey Total 40347710 20744730 19602089 984,9 |
10, H,Azarbaijan 1407604 TeOA 87285 930.0
11, Koermanshah 1030714 520287 490427 042, 2
12, Xurdistan 7TR2440 AAGATT 371952 906,1
Iran Total 33708744 17356347 16462397 947.9
13, Al=Tamoom 4652027 2037 223990 940.9
14, Dhok 954157 489289 484863 950.0
18, arbil 360286 181395 172890 922, 5
16, Al~3uleanniya 403220 210262 10752 41,1

Iraq Total 8261527 4155201 4056326

974, 2
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LITBRA CX

Total Total Total 1111 . Pasg 1114~ I1lite-
Province popula= iiale fonale lale male  Hale Fema- rate
tion N , le total
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1. Agri 22139 118445 103594 59332 89393 26,70 40.24 66,94
2, . Bingol 135395 70746 66149 3516z 53039 - 26,42 38,74 65,16
3. Bitlis 143784 76895 66339 42057 58381 20.25 40,60 69.85

4. Diyarbakir 445145 2337 211984 123861 178546 27.82 40,11 69,93
5, FHukkari 77671 41999 35672 2772 32847  34.85 42,23 77,13
6. Hurdin 347832 178435  1€3197 104453 150519 30.04 43,29 73,33
7. Vus 173512 . 89571 85941 45241 71868 26,07 41,41 67.84
8. Siirt 324477 120624  H13853 M99 - 9931 .26 42,35 72.60
9. Von 255425 135879 119546 2779 956256 28,49 37.43 65,02
P0. Turkey Total 23273361 14792036 14415325 4393425 8424241 15,00 £3.77 43,79
1D. . Azerbaijan 1407604 729319 673285 392712 640970 32,52 94.% 85,8
11, Hermanshah 1030714 502287 490227 327663 401005 31.79 81,80 0.7
12, Kurdistan 782440 410477 371952 325495 354470 - 41.60 ©5,30 86,40
" Iran Total 33708144 17356347 16452337 1043267 1A&L7  36.95 39.50 70.00

13. Al= Tameom 338839 198112 80515 117697 191168 30.24 35,30 66.54
14, Dhok 755446 3802055 372492 221089 263711 28,86 34,99 63.95
15, arbil 273383 13757 135426 83334 103520 32,32 37.88 70.18
16, Al-Sulaimaniya 304395 153624 146071 101960 110026 33,44 36,08 69,52

fuo
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Table Re.9
Workers in Differont Occupations

-

IRaN As No, of Workers, Bs Zage
{in Hundreds)
o, of in Indus= Cons= itater Trads Trans~ Servieces Othars
Provinces workers Agricu~ trics truc= and port
lture - tion Blec~
tricti~
ty
IRAT 44751 2314 6186 2445 100 1277 545 1571 A3 A
‘ 52,1  :13.82 5.46 0.22 2,85 1.22 3.5. 0, B
Yosr dgerbaijan 2461 2239 40 20 O 56 14 60 ‘32 A
: go.,28 1.63 0.81 O 2.28  0.57 2.84 1.30 B
Kermanshah 3403 2416 583 22 1 120 32 T3] 23 a
70.0 17.13 6.23 0,03 3.53 0,94 2,64 0.63 B
Kurdis tan 1428 126 19 55 o 26 7 e 1) 32 A
‘ 83,31 1.33 3.85 0O 1.82 0.49 2,10 2.24 B

Jote 1= Similar data break down for Iragi and Turkish par%s 1s not available

(&
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Zabla Fo,10
Ho, of Hospitals, Bads and Doctor's by Provinces

1976-1978
¢
o of Bots nf  Tooleerieei
Provinces Hospi~- Docto~
tals : rs
1978
-1, agri 4 150 34 « 5l 17  L11
2, Bingol 4 130 12 51 18 04
"3. Bitlis 4 145 16 «51 .16 ,08
4, Diyabakir 16 1760 337 2,06 2,03 1.17
5 Hukkari 2 60 13 .26 08 ,04
6 HMardin 5 27 37 . 64 3 L12
7 Mus 3 210 18 38 .24 ,06
8 Siirt 7 320 45 «90 «35 ,b16
9. Van 4 220 56 «51 28 .19

x0 Turkey Total 778 86526 Z5767 :
10 U,Azarbaijan 20 1160 2523 3.98 2,38 2,03

12 Kardistan 9 210 121 1,79 84 <97

Iran Total , 803 48800 12440

13  Al-Tameen 8 N0 81 4,77 3,04 4,01

14 Dhek 5 277 39 2,29 1,18 1.93

156 Arbil 9 833 67 5, 38 3.57 3.32

18 Al-Sulemagniya 18 804 69 5,28 3.44 3,42
Iraq Total 187 23324 2017

Kurdistan Total 128 9244 1537

[V



Table Fo, 11

Land Use
Descriptinn of land Area. Percen-
in sq.km, tagee to
_total land
1. Forest 910123 32
2. Pasture and Mountainous 7968357 28
3. Cultivabls Fallow 455061 168
4, Cultivatead 682692 24'
(1) Irrigated {298178) (14, 4)
(11) Non-irrigated (284413) (9. 6)
Total 2844135 100
Sources Colleeted from Annual Abstract of

Statistie, Iraq, 1976,

Statistical Year Book of Turkey 1979

and Ghossomloou A,R,, Kurdistan and
the Kurels (Prague 1965),



Iablg Ho, 12
Use of Cultivable (Sown) Area
in Iran and Kurdistan 1974

Ares in '000 Hact, A=Aroa, Bﬁercentage
Total Net  Culti- Curre- Dry Fapminz

Provinces soun vable nt Fruit- Hon-
- waste fallow ful  fruit-
ful
1, W.agerbaljan 907 409 96 348 a7 17 &
100 40.0 10.58 38.37 4.08 1.87 B
2, Kermanshah 1726 927 48 735 20 19 A
100 53,74 2,7 42,4 1,68 1.10 B
3, Kurdistan 1243 608 35 . 583 1 8 A

100 48.91 2,82 46,90 0.56 0,64 B

Total 3876 1944 1M 1666 75¢ ¢ 4 A
' 100 48.21 5,356 42,96 2,1 1.2 B

 Sources~ liinistry of Agriculture and Ratural
Resources (Tahran, 1974), Table 3, p,210.

Notes~ Such a broak down 1s not available in
the case of Turkey and Iraqi part.



Table No,13
Principal Crop

137

Bar-

sl; » Prbvince Hhoat Yueen Milet lMaizo
fto, loy Gram
1, Agd 92.66 10.05 - 6,92 23.18 -~ A
: 59 130 - 800 300 - B
2, Bingol 0.10 0,95 - 63,53 10.68 9.52 A
2 20 - 1440 350 200 B
3, Bitlis 0.4 0,37 - .43 3,36 6,08 A
1 10 - 2130 a1 16 B
4, Diyarbakir 0.63 1,86 =~ 16.58 10,38 §61.88 A
| 6 118 - 1500 1000 6000 B
6., Hukhari - Q, 58 - 64,30 9,94 24,85 A
~ 2 - 220 34 85 B
6, Hardin AoSd 4,88 = - 4.4 20,46 A
| 77 83 = - 250 3% B
7, Hus 0,32 1. - - 41,48 =~ A
8 43 - - 1060 =~ B
8, ©8irt 1.90 4,17 - - -, 24,31 A
11 24 - - - 140 B
9, Van 1.62 12,58 =~ 43,37 10,88 - A
7 8 - 200 48 - B
10 Wost Azarbaijen 11,57 65,44 13,268 -~ - 0,26 A
A 24000 19000 47212 - - 2i64 B
11, Kormanshah: 11,96 72,890 1i2.83 =~ - .07 A
40000 233000 93404 - 1983 B
12, &Rurdistan 5,63 85,33 4,41 - - - A
10002 130000 26307 - -~ - B
13, Al, Tanmen 21,10 ™=m,27 =~ 0,27 =~ 2.24 A
26800 75800 - 2671 - A0 B
14, Dhok 9,98 709.45 0,14 (.33 2,06 1.62 A
, 3300 32400 37 299 4 2540 B
158, Ardil 20,7 77.91 0,03 - 0.02 028 A
. 20700 72600 0.20 - 47 430 B
16, Al=Sulemaniya 26,88 63,25 0,03 ©0-12 =~ 1.29 A
35100 101200 £S5 492 - 4320 B
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Table No, 14

Provincialvise Distribution of Live-Stock 1974/76

A3 Idve Gtock haads, B: Density por sq.kms,

51, Province Area  Sheep Goats Poultry
o, 8q, kms,

1, West Azarbaijan 43660 1572938 631187 2367226 A
' . (3602) (1583) (841) B
2, Kermanshah 62882 1863527 1474147 459224 4
(2963) (2344) (730) B
3. Kurdistan 24988 1011359 571702 219511 A
(4045) (2287) (874) B
4, Al-Tamozn 0426 520706 161448 481402 A
, : (5524) (1606) (5107) B
- 5, D'hok 6374 141621 250493 10933 A
{2221) (3929) (1751) B
6. Arbil 14428 291211 287305 1170960 A
(2018) {(1881) {8115) B
7. A%=-Sulemaniya 16482 556308 511666 430161 A
(3378) 2103) (2509) B

Total 178250 5953189 3937936 2946815

Source: (i) Bational Census of Iran, lilnistry of
Agriculture and Watural resources, p, 288,

(11) fnnual abstract of statisties, 1976,
section 3, pr.101
Tote Similar data break down for Iraql mng
furkish parts not uvailable,

G



Iable Hauls

BEmployes Engaged im different Occupation
- Iran and Iraq 1976

As d¢mployes, Bs Percentage

51, Employes Trade in Total
Ro, in Industries Parizd to servi-
mall riva ces
large S services
1, West Agerbaijan 4000 7000 6000 17000
23,63 4.18 32,28 100
2. - Kermanshah 53300 15200 2000 82500
70. 67 18,42 10,91 100
3. Kurdishtan 1900 3300 3000 8200
23,17 40,24 36,59 100
4, al-Tameen 1953 8580 5057 18023 18383
12,69 585,74 39,339 11,71 100
5, Dhek 14 633 1495 444 2636
0,53 2591 56,71 16.284 100
6, Arbil 5297 4042 S123 1410 15873
33,37 25,47 32,28 8.88 100
7. Al=-Sulemaniya 872 1440 4886 2069 15686
5,50 26,09 56,00 13,03 100

W W &Ib.mb @ P e W
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Hotos~ Data similar to this break down for
Turkish part not avallable,



APPENRNRDICES



Appondix - 1

APPENDIX

THE TREATEZ OF SEVRES
(L0th jugust 1920)

Section II1 (Artiecles 62~64)

Article 62

A Commission, having its seat in Constantinople and
mnade up of throe membors appointed by the Government of
Britain, France and Italy, will, during tho six months
folloving tho implemsntation of the present treaty, propare
for local autonomy in those regions where ths Kurdish ele-
ment 12 propmndsrant lying east of the Euphrates, to the
south of a still-to~be established Armenian frontier and to
the north of the frontier between Turkey, Syria and Mesopo-
tamia: as established in Article 27 11 (2 and 3).

Should agrecmont on any ques tion not ba unanimous,
thz mombers of the Commission will refer it back to their
respoctive Governments, The plan must provide complots
guarantées as to ths protection of the Assyto chaldeans and
other othnic or religious minorities in tho area, To this
end a comnission made up of British, French, Italian, Persian
and Kurdish representatives will visit the area 80 as to
deternine what adjustments, if any, should be made to the
Turkish frontier wherever it coincides with the Persian
‘frontier as laid down in this treaty.



Il

Article 63

The Ottoman Covernment agrces as of nov to accept
and execute the decisions of the two commissions envisaged
in Artiele 62 within three months of being notified of
those decisions,

Article 64

If, aftor one yoar has olapsed sinecc tho implomenta~
tion of the present treaty, the Kurdish population of the
areas designated in Article 62 ealls on the Council of the
Loaguo of Nations and demonptratés that a majority of the
population in these areas wishss to become indopendent of
Turkey and if the Council then o=timatss that ths population
in question is capable of such independence and recommends
that 1t be granted, then Turkey agrees, as of now, to comply
with this reconmoendaticn and to renounce all rights and
titles to the arca, Tho detalls of this renunciation will
be ths subject of special convention be tween Murkey and
the main Allied Povers,

1f and when the said renuncialtion 1is made, no
objection shall be raised by the main allied powers should
the Kurds living in that part of Kurdistan at present inclu—
ded in tho Vilayet of iosul seek to become citizens of the
newly indepondent Kurdish stats,
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Appendix 1l

THE MaRCH MANIFESTO
Isclaration of the Revolution Command Council

on ths Peaceful and Dgmocratic Settlement of
the Xurdish GQuestion

(1) The Kurdish language shall, side by side with the
Arabic language, be an official language in the arcas
populated'hy a majority of Kurds., Ths Kurdish language
shall be the language of 1nstruction in thsse aréas. The
Arabic language shall be taught in all schools whsre
teaching 1is conducted in Rurdish, The Kurdish language
shall be taught elsewhoare in Iraq as a second language
within the the limits prescribed by the law,

(2) It has been ono of the main concerns of the revolu-
tionary government to secure participation by our Kurdish
brothers in Government and eliminate any discrimination
betioecn Kurds and othor nationals in regard to holding
 public offices including sensitive and important ones as
cabinet ministries, army commands aete, While ondorsing
this principlo, the rovolutionary government stresses the
nesd for endeavouring to have the prineipic achieved in
fair proporthons with due care to considorations of merits,
the population ratio and the deprivations exporienced bdy
our Kurdish brothers in the past,

(3) In view of the backwardness experienced in ths past
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by tho Kurdish natiomality in tho cultural and educational
. Gomains, a plan should be worked out for the trcatmont
of this baclkwardness, This is to be achieved through,

(a) Implemonting expiditiously the rosolutions of the
Revolution Command Council in regard to the language and
cultural rights of tho Kurdiish people and tying up the
proparation and direction of special programmes on Kurdish
national af“airs in the radio snd T network to ths Direc~
torats General of Kurdish Culturc and Informatiom,

(b) Reinstating students vho werc dismissed or had to
leave school bocauso of former conditions of violencs in
the area, These gtudents should be allowed to return to
their respoctive gchools rezardless of age limits or olss

have a convenient remedy sugcested for thsir problen,

(c) Building mors schools in the Xurdish area, elevating
tho standards of education and admitting, a t a fair rate,
furdish students to #rniversities and military colleges and
grantinz them scholarships, ’

(4) In tho administrative units populated by a Kurdish
majority, government officials shall bs appointed fronm
anong Kurds or persons well versed in the Kurdish language
a8 long a8 theso are availadle, The principal Governmont
functionaries -~ governor, distriet officer (Qaimugam)



director of polise, director of security ete, = shall be
drawn from among ths Kurds, OSteps shall immediataly be
taken to develop state organs in ths area in consultation
within the framework of tho High Committee supervising

the implementation of this Manifesto in a manner ensuring
its propor enforcement and consolidating national unity and
stability,

{5) The Govornment recogni‘zes tho right of the RKurdish
people to set up studoent, youth, women and toachors organi~
zations of their own, These organigations shall be affilia-
ted in the naticnal counterparts in Irag,

(8) (a) The wvalidity of paras (1) and (2) of tho Revolution
Conmand Couneil's Decree Wo,59 dated August 5, 1988, shall
be extended to the date of tha i-suance of this lManifes to.
This shall cover all of those who took part in hostilities
in the Kurdish area.

(B) tiorkers, governmont functionarlios and employees, both
civilian znd nilitary, shall go back %o service without this
being subjeet to cadre considerations, The civilian personnel
shall be posted to the Kurdish arca within the limits of

its requircnants,

(D () A committoe of spociallsts shall be formed ¢o speed
up ths upuft of the Kurdish area in all respects and provide
indemnities for the affliction of the past number or.years,
side by side with draving up an adoquato budget for all of
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this, The committee in question shall be attached to the
Ministry of Northorn Affairs,

(b) The economic plan shall be drawn up in such a way
as to ensure equal dovolopment for various parts of Iraq, with
due attention to the backward conditions of tho Kurdish area,

(c) Ponsion salaries shall be made available to the
families of members of tho Kurdish a\rmed movement who mot
with martyradom in tho rogrettable hostilities as well as
to those reondered incapacitated or disfigures, This shall
be regulared in a special legislation patterned on tho exis~
ting lswa of the land,

(d) Spoedy action shell bo taken to bring relief to
aggricved and needy persons by means of building housing
units and other projects ensuring work to tho unemployed
offoring appropriate aid both in kind and in cash and
granting reasonable ;ndemnities to aggrieved persons who
stand in need for help, This shall be the responsibility
of “the High Committee, with the oxcoption of thoso spocified
in the above parss.

(8) The inhabitants of Arad and Kurdish villages shall be
‘repatriated to their places of hah?.tati.on. As to villagers
wvhose villages lie in areas requisitioned by the Government
for punlic utility purposes 4in accordance with ths provisions
of the law, thoy shall be settled in meighbouring distriots
and shall be compensatod for whatever loss thoy might have

incurred as a result,
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(9) Steps shall be taken to speed up the implementa=
tion of the Agrarian Reform Law in the Kurdish area and
have the Law amended in such a way as to ensure ths liqui~
dation of all foudalistioc relationship, handing our appro~
priate plots of land to all peasants and walving for them
agricultural tax arrea;rs for the duration of tho regre=
ttable hostilities,

| (10) It has boen agreed to amend the Interim Constitu=-
tion as followss

{a) The people of Iraq are composed pf two principal
nationalitiess the Arab nationality and the Kurdish natio=
nality., This Constitution recognizes the national rights
of the Kurdish people and the rights of all nationalities
within the framework of the Iraql unity,

(b) The following paragraph shall be added to Article
(4) of the Constitutions "The Kurdish langua‘e shall be, b
beside the Arabie language, an official language in the
Kurdish area, |

(c) This all shall be donfirmed in the pormanent Consti~
tution, '

(11) The broadcasting station and the heavy arms shall be
g€iven back to the Government - this being tiod up to the
implementation of tho final stages of the agreement,
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(12) Ono of the Vice-Presidents of the Republic shall be
a Kurd,

{13) The Governorates Law shall be amended in a vay
conforming with the contents of this Hanifesto,

(14) Following the issuance of the Manifesto, nocessary
steps shall be taken in consultation with the High Commi-
ttee supervising its enforcement to unify the governorates
and administrative units populated bDy a Kurdish majority
as shown by the officlal census to bo carried out, The
State shall endeavour to develop this administrative unity
and deepen and broaden the Kurdish people's process of
exorcising their national rights as a measure of ensuring
self-rule, Pending the realization of administrative unit,
Kurdish national affairs shall be coordinated by means of
periodical mectings botween the High Committee and the
governors of the northern area, As self-rule 1is to be
established within the framework of the Republic of Iraq,
the exploitation of the natural riches in tho area shall
obviously be the prerogative of the authorities of the
Republic,

(15) The Kurdish people shall contribute to thedegislative
power in proportion to their ratio of tho population of Iraq,

Kurdish Countrymen !
Those accomplishments achieved by ths Revolution are
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nothing more than a step up the ladder of attaining your
nationasl objectives in the shade of this beloved homeland
and the unity of its great people., History will bear
witness that you nover had and nevor will have as dependa~
ble dbrothers and allles as tho Arad people,

Masses of our great people {

It is your will for national untty which will trium-
ph in the end, All attempts made to undermine your mili~-
tant cohesion shall get .smashed upon the rock of your
maturity and your determination to live up to your historic
responsibilities, Youwr struggling masses are today shaking
off tho dust of tho 1ntiignes spun by the enomies and greedy
elenonts and are procseding hand in hand vigorously and
resolutely for backing up the major cause of tha Arab nation,
namely, Palestine, and for ~realizing your sublime objective
in respect td unity, libverty and socialiam,

Hasges of our struggling Aradb Nation !

A page of the history of this struggling country 1is
thus folded out and a new bright one is opened by the Rsvo-
lution and by all free militant strugglers of this home-
land, On this beloved soil, th: bonds of affection, peace
and fraternity are rejuvenated between two nationalities
that are held togother by a long record of common struggle
across history, Today, tomorrew and for ever, they shall
have endless honour across history, Today, tomorrow and

for ever they shall have the honour of reviving common



strugzle for vanquishing ths enemies of the two natitna~
litics and tho onenies of peoples and humanity in its
entirety, namely, Zionism, imporialism and backwardness,
They shall have the honour of joint contribution to backing
up nan's sgruggle for liberation and progress and for
eonsolidating tho civilization of tho age on foundations

of right, equality and justice among all peoples,

Forvard for eommon struggle, common hopes and common

nationalist and human victories,

Tha Revolution Command Council
11/3/1970



X1
Appendix III
AUTONOMY Lay
legs No, 33 Of 1974
aAutonomy For The Region Of Kurdistan

PART ONE
Fundamentals of Autonomy

Chapter One
article One

()  The Region of Kurdistan shall enjoy eutonomy and be
called "tho Rogion" wvhensver it is mentionod hereinafter.

(B) The Region shall be so defined as to be populated
by a majority of Kurds and the general census shall spe-
cify the demarcation of the Region in accordance with the
provisions of HMarch 11 Manifesto and ths general coensus
records of 157 shall be the foundation for defining tho
nati.unal‘nature of the absolute population majority in
the places vhore general census is to be sonducted,

(C) The Region shall be considered an integral adminis~
trative unit enjoying a juridical personality and autonomy

vwithin the framework of the legal, political and economic

integrity of the Republic of Iraq, and ths administrative
divisions therein shall bde conducted in accordance with

the privisions of the Governorstes' Law, with due conside-

ration to the provisions of this law,

(D) Ths Region 1s an integral part of the Iraql to}ritory
and 1ts people is an integral part of the Iragi people.

(E) The city of Arbi shall be the Chief-Town forthe
administration of autonomy,
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(M The administrative organs of autonomy shall bo part
of tho administrative orgens in the Republie of Iraq.

ARTICLE TWOs

(A) The Kuprdish language shall bo ths official language,
beside tho Arabic language in ths Region,

(B) The Kuprdish language shall bo the language of edu=~
cation for Kurds in the Reglon, and the toaching of
Arabic shall be compulaqry in all stag>s and institutions

of education,

(C) dducgtional institutions shall be established 4in
the Rogion for the aragbs, wherein ecducationshall be in
Arobic and tho Kurdish languaze shall bo taught 4n a

compulsory manner,

(D) All citizens in the Region shall enjoy the option
to join tho schools for their education, rogardleas of
thair mother tongus,

(B)  Edueation shall be subject, in all stages in the
Region, to ths genoral educational policy of the state,

ARTICLE THREE 3

XA) The rizhts ond liverties of the Arabs and minopi-

ties in the Region shall be guaranteed 1n accordancae wvith
the provisions of the Constitution, laws ang resolutions
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promilgated in that connection, and the sutonomy adminig=-
tration shall be bdund to guarantee thoir exercise,

(B) VNenbers of the Arab nat.tonalits.r and minorities in
the Region shall be ropresented in all autonomous bodies,
in proportiom of their ratio +to thapopulation of the
RRegion, and shall participate in assuming public civil
service posis, in accordance with laws and regulations

governing then,

ARTICLE FOUR 3

Judinature shall be mdepehdent and vold of any
other control of tha law and tho legal formations in the
Region shall constitute an integral part of tho legal
system in the Republic of Iraq,
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