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!he pNblom of Northern Jreleftd, r.enl.t.il\9 fft>m the 

aDtaQoftiam betvea'i the PJ:OtetJtent •Jodty and the Ca~hollc 

~snority la e uejo~ queet1an which he a eoaoed the Br1 Uah 

c~overnment, end tbe ~~1• •• vell. aince 1969. Oeaptaa 

-.:iowa effort.a. the probl411R ela&ta e eoluUon. Althouoh 

the oc1Q1D of the preaet gnblem eof&ld be Uend to. t:he 

Mt o · 1920. which aundered lbnhem Jrelend t1011 i~ 

ao\lthem s-rt, the lJ~blem aaM~d a •rtou ~..,aton in 

1969 when the PIOVincte wi~st.tef'l Wideapread rio~a 1!11\4 k1111~a. 

Aa the dt~ion det.rionted further tt•• Br1t:18b Oowrnmen~ 

placed the Pl'Ovinaa Wlder tu •.>tree~ Rule• in HeEeh 1972. 

after di.!:la·,lvt.DCJ the local Parlt.•meDt. Since i:he, NGrt:hem 

Ireland vaa eder the 'Direct Rule• of We.adftat:•, ~tpt: 

for a ahon »erlod of 5 IDCftt:ha fzorn 1 JanlhiQ' tiD rl *Y 19'• 

viMm the P10•ac• a.d a pover-ahartn; vowrn...-. !be lftaiD 

objectl,. of th1a att¥1y 1• to exaea1ne the PIObl• ~ llorthem 

Jnlll!t'! en·~ enelYM the tum of event.a rela~ t10 it for a 

period f10m 1969 t;o 1981. !'hla haa been ~ bJP ~tally 

fatnaaa!Dg ~he a~tudea and 1'8~a of prl:rle~l ac~on 

moat d1r«!tlY conaemed - the BrlUIIh Go.araa•t• the Polt.t1aal 

Pertl•• of Br1taiD and Nort:hem Ireland. •d tbe Jrlah 

R4tj,)ublia - towara. tbia pzoblem. 

While pmaacuring t:hla atully. I receivet.'! he!» f~ a 

nunbtr of iftdivtduela .nd 1Dat1t\ltia'la. rtrat: or all I would 

Ulte to aelcnovledge the inwluable he~ 1 received. et. all 



stages of this atooy, frena Dr. a. Vlwkanantlen, untier vho•• 
:J~rviaion thl8 "''S haa been fbne. I owe my deep eenee 

of Qrat:ittiiJe to htll'l. S1m1lerly, X owe a Qreet deal to DIY 

vrendfather and ,perenta~ with: 1.1t vhcae a~or~ J liOuld ao~ 

have bean able t:o t.Wl:iertake thi» work. Ala:>, J vould llke 

to ~ceu my alneer:e thtll'lks to t-~r. fl.~. O:J18fi:hom, rtr•t 

Jeere~ery (Information), Br.itlah High Cor..miaalOft, NMt Delhi, 

late Mr. t-~. ('• Congheile, for•&- rtrat .iEtaretary of the 

BRile•y of lrt.JlaDd, let :-.Uti and t,1r. Oenlel M\llt.ll, the 

~nd secrtttery o1 the arne ,.~l":'besay, vho hef1 PK"OY.ld.., .

'With s'.lb~anttal Rrjmary tbewaenu. ~Y sincere tbaftka an 

dae to Mr. PrettS,p lb• en~ t:o all my friend• for ~·tr help 

arul 1n!JV1ret1on thro\lgh(>lJt my li!Or'k. 

J.'jn.,lly, I hllw cotn;.Jleted thia atUfly Yith the help of 

the ~rtmary llftd aecondary a::uroe rnetertel awtleble •~ 

wr!oua t .. UradCIS in New lJelht. 11'1 thta eonnct1cn, ~~Pedal 

me:::t1on may be rl!H'"!e tD the l.ibnriea of the Jaweharlal !<ehi"U 

Uftiyentqr, 1w1t..l <XJuncil of ~:orl~ Mfetre, Briti.tl A!Qh 

<l:>llln:t. aaion an<l t:he EPtbiUidy of ~ Ro1•ubliC of lN18M• J 

•"~ ~kful to the Ltbrariana en<"J staff of all th ... Libraries 

for ell the aut..-te~ ce they hed ext.en~r! tl:> ... 

31.12.1982 
t<et ~>elhl 



lfhe PIObl• of llal'tbei'D :tnled baa poaed a Hl'iOU 

~hl'•t to the eity •d lat.,..d~y of the tMi~el! IU.DQda.. It 

hea becoDe a ~ur of ccmddenble ~ft8rlee aot oaly f~ 

Bdtai.D llllt a18D for the pecple of Nofthen :treleftt! •• we'll· 

The ~· of '=he J,Jneet p.:oble coald be tno~ bMk 

to~. 17th e.ntary. or..- •rll•• vben 11111-.t ~tea•• a 

pcey w la'VeaiODa by ttae Cel~a. the VikiDta, t.he 110-• eDd 
1 

~. Dlgllllh •o, •t.Sl the 17th cent.ury, t.edad to alJr wit:h 

.ch otb• •• ~1• belanviDu to a atnvl• .-olal atoak. The 

iiOai Uoe had changed allol*ly lD the •d.7 17th a.-_, vbe 

t:he llll4;1i..tl aDd ~• SDM.a .Ctled diNa ln Olftea', •Silly iD 

Antrim ant'! >)OWl. Aa t.h•• ner .-tlera v..,. ard•~ P~eaanta 

t.h., k~ th-.el._ aloof fib• the ....... cat.boltca. Thia 

waa .,.peatally .,, aft.• the vscu,.., of Wllll• of o.eeo•• 
a i'~eatallt, ~ J-- 11, • Ro~M11 Catholic. at. t.he bat.~• 

of. Boyft. ill 1690.2 

Aft.• the ~riairJG tD. 1798, vhtch we• lec.'l lazvely bv 

the t!Sa;I"Wttle<'f !Jl.ster ~real:Jyt.edona, l~el.r1~ loat ita ....-rate 

lMtl'lt_.t. By the ~ of ~icm ( 1800) 1 nleftd v.s me~ ad vt th 

t.he ~1tec1 ~iftc;;dOIIle 

2. 

Dellis 11. Dal'Clt;t. ~md Chllrleca l. Carter, The tp~tp! 
lrs\•!2 Pmb\•• }, j'jt)ldy tp C:&r.tllli? ftolt:tion• (t.ot\tr., 1962), 
ll• s. 
T.A. Jack~, e<l., Jrflged Hrr 'WU M::J!&tltpt Hl•wa 
qf $be .jtroocla (LorHl(..,, 19? ; , ,;;~..~. 02 • 
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Ill ~be ba;SimiDV of tho nSrtetMI'Jth aant:qry ~-• waa 

not.eble iller• .. in the atae of tbe C.tholic ~etton. 

a.tvee 1800 ead 1830, the Catbolkt populet!ort lwd n;tet.ered 

a n .. f 1011 t.a 1/ftl' cet u.t thirty per cent 3 ln ROft.hem 

II'C"'d• There OCCUlTed oon~lcta in the urban •r••• cewaed 

l&JI'Qel'f by the eomget:it ion fol' jobe •ut how.tno f.alllu .. , 

vhich .Pewd the way for ~vtdons Clft e•••eal lSilea. 4 

Mother .S9D1fiaen~ dewlopmellt ""ich took plece tn tbe 

nineteetb oent.uxy we• ~. lrlah natlanallat evltetton for 

the n-•t~abliament of a IM!Pang Irtah Perlt...-t, whiCh 

1-.1 to ~e ifttaoduetton of •Home-Role• in Ireled by the 

Bdtt.dh Govemment. :in 1\Pril 1885.5 The iatrod~tcm of •HCifte

Rule' •• iltiOnQlY oppoaed by the PI'Oteetattt tlliolllaa, -o 

lt'ft(l mo.tly 1c Ul.-ter (Nor1:hem Inle~). For the PI'Qteftant.a, 

d\e •&c~ra Rale1 ~• 'Virtually • • Rome R\1le1 • 
6 How.wr, ln 

Ja~uaay 1913 aa Ulater Voltmt.•r Toree ( uvr) vaa for:med7 iB 

order to owo•• by forae, the t~D»oa1t1an or •aoae Rale1 in 

Il'tl1•4• The Dritim ~oveJNP.et. vaa In a v•k i10ai-t• ~ 

d•l vttb the aeaiaterce ancl, ln 1914, the third tale ltale 

4. 

s. 

'· 
'· 

T .w • P.~oo<!y, DJa QJ,tt;.er QJ!M~I.sm 1 itPJ.lf7i ( Oubl. irt, 
1974) 1 Jtl• 23. 

Main end fXlDOr Crutae ~;•nrt~, b oenqlg Hla'.Q&:r of 
lrel•g (London, 1972), p. 131. 

Ibid., /i)• 132. 
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1:1&11 vee ,ilaa.ted. !'he out'bc'•k of Firat uorld war8 , peri:ly 

kept. the nactioD to t;hia -•\lhl obar:uc. ed all(Mtt'! for a 

t-.ponq 80lutlaft by "'1eh oix COWlt.lea, whteb ~t.ly 

J»ee•• IIOI'them Inllllld, wee acltaded fram the .-bit of the 

ac.e Rule. 

c.. Eeater MQftrSey in ,Aill'il 1916, then •• a natiotsaliat 

n.UU (•jnly by ~tt. Clttho11aa) in Dabl!D, vhiah •• Jma.m 

88 ~. "Easter Jaa~iftV•, CU~ISftHred \7y a -.11 8CM ~t.ty 

called t.he Irl.tl R~icu BIOtbezhood (I R&) • Bat t.bla •• 

fiHllY ~hMed.9 Wt~ the ~ .... dora of the waaer 

Riatn;, t.he IRB which vaa blaleelly Arthur Crlf"'lth• e10 

o.;aat.tlon, lost it• popular ~l't. Ant! SiJID P-'D, vhl.eh 

vea the 9011tieal winO of the Irl..tl ~ljau ,._,, blo•• • 
laOH papular orv• bat loft. 

Ia the aftaaDDt.b of the Bl:1t.Ub Qeeral •c:t.t~•• bel" 

l.r- Deca!lber 1910, the SibD Fein oandlda~ vho wen el~.S 

in 73 oa of the 105 lriah cOD•t~uaciea, bofcot;ted the 

l'l!rliemmt in iloatmblat• amd aevered ~it~ CCIIUl~ioaa. 

How~. the ga:ovSng .iehi-. 'b«VMD the FIOteftellt.a and ~· 

Catholics forced the Bl'it18h GowDm*'lt t.o DIOW for • c:~••• 

a. D.R. 0 1
Ct'Cin01' LY89ht, P' 5"f?' is; Ofli::lff" ( Q)rk, 

Ntltheden<lt~, 19'70), .P• 5 • a eo - t •" Olrtor, 
n. 1, P• 16, t-~OOdy, n. 5, P• 24. 

Jbl<l. 

Arthur Gr1f f1tb ( 1871-1922) waa • joumel1tlt vho bec1110e 
the leedc of the Sinrl Fein. Jn 1898 he ellltebliahed a 
n-~~ • the !.lDi$e1 ~~-- • and pl~ec! lnt.o orqeniztno 
a .POl:lt!cel revival wit a pmrely Irlalh dif:loua1on. 
Or1f f1th we• not e t"ePUbli<!en bu~ \188 eertetnly • ~MPBre
tiat, hla idceel aolutioc wea a •r1uel monarchy- for 1 rel.and 
and England. 
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Thua t;o ..a110l ve the H'l:I'U• it pe•ed the Gowzoanet. of 

lnllftd ACt, 1920, which PI'Ovided for the Hoae 1\Ule pel"li(llllilllta 

in aublla .-4 Belfeat, and focmG(! tbe baala for the »UtitiOD 

o1 Inl•d.11 'l'be IJft alao ifro.ided for e council of l~etand 
to link theM wo. The counail vaa to 'be C011110aed Of bNnty 

rtPJ:e8CS~ti.,oa frotn -.ch Parli__,t, llld had the authodty 

to d1acUUt ~era of •ut•l coneecn. ~. eoce thi• JDea8UI'e 

wa ...,_a-eeded by the Molo..trbh Treaty oP 1921, vbicll •de 

the OlW\011 of Irelud attllbolD• 

The Parliament in liorthcn X rel•d ( stazset) we Qi9W! 

juri.idict.ioa over aix COUDtiea of Ulat.r, n•ely, ..-ria, 

iJOVn, Aana<;h, Ty~e, Te~gh eDd lDn1ondury. all of wbicrh 

hat'! a Protestant majority aDd the aouther:D Perli.--t (Dell 

P.ir:elmll) bed ju.ri-=1iat.10D OWl:' twellt)'-alX COUftt:iea With a 

CetholiO •Jort-.12 How ... r, both the PerlS.•u w-. olve 

lSini~d al4hortty OWl' purely Snternal affelra, and •ah waa 

to ecrttinue to '""'' rep.,..entettw• to WeataillatAar. --.. f~ 

d'te atutbelft l Mand. the ACt nefti' became efter:tl.._ 

No &them Ireleod baa an ana of S • 542 t~qaan an .. aDc! 

ba:t a 251 miles C:Cit\tt\OD bocder vitb t.he Jriab R..-kr. At ita 

Doanat poSDt to Gnat 81:'1teSD, ~~ 18 only lJ .U• -yr.-

11. 

12. 
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~tlend ecroaa the 1usnov North ChaMel, tho~h the ~rteat 

••..teccy fi:Qin Leme to atranaer ia 3P miles. Jt hea e popu.. 

letioc of 1,547,300 {.-id.l9BO} of wboel tvo-thicds en 

dealeedanta of soota or Dloliah MtUera who Clt)aHd to the 

nortb..•st at Il'elllllt'l Jaainly m the aevet_.th a.,~wry. Mollt 

ot tbet belonged to t:he Protesbnt cOMnunity. The&~ loyelity 

hu tred1t1ona11y bee CCRn~tted to the mail'lten~• of Northern 

Ira1and' a W"tion .,fith Gl'ellt Bl'ttetn. The remain~ one third 

ere P.omen Catholics who, by elld la19e, fa~~ an1CD v1~ 

the 11'1 eh Republic. 

The Billed atn;c:Jle waged by the lriah Republtcaa A&my 

in the :.iOuth l~o t.o a t&"•t.Y between the Brittllh GoVe .. •t 

and aim Feift Oft 6 December 1921. By this t:~J' Brit:aiD 

QI'IUl~ed lloaSnton atatu to the 1 &-Ub T .... a.ate ( tv.nt:r-dx 

COW1t1ea) • 13 But. t:he Vroteat..rlta p&'efernt"! dl~ nl• from 

Londc:m 1n lieu of a ~~rnt.e porliftlet fo&" Northem Jrel8Dd. 

lt 1• a1Qnifla•t to note that the ~1Gniat bad n..,_ 

delnended a »erliameftt of their CNI'l• The fi.,at Pdlae ~iftl.ter 

of »o~em l&'ttl.~d Juae• cniQ v~e ill 1921, t.o LlOJ'd Geoi'Qe, 

the then Pd.IDe LSniater of the united K1f1Qdf8a •It la raeo .... ry 

the't I ahoald cell to YQI.lr mk1d the eacrtficea we haw 110 

rccstly •ede iB 1a9r8ePv to "lf-vowrrttnent and in aonaettno 

~o ~. ellteblietaer.• of • Parli..,..t for North .. Im•<'• 
Maldl ega&Dat 0\B' w.t41b, ~ I.D the atceai:a of i)e80e• we 

13. 
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aooepted tbia •• a lin•l M'i\\- ~ t.he lcav outa~dlaq 

dtf!iculty vtth vb!ab Great B~l~ala hea been ~roated•. 14 

The !fl'elt7 f1 1921 1Mtvee Gnat Bl"ltaia e4 atM Tein 

npn•et:at:i.,.. pt:OVtded fo~ a Boun~I'Y COirlniHiOft to deteDtir.e 

~h J:aoanderl .. 'bet¥.,. tt.l'them l~elan~ and the Jrialh Pree 

stet• Sn acaozdllftCe wiU. ~he vlahea of the il'lhabitaftt:a u4 

toonaaio •d Wet)Q~cal eon4!Uona. ,.be tu .. Gownaeta 

(G-t Britatft, !ioftbem 11'el.end ed tbe Iriah Fne Aeu) 

each ~ift~ed np~~attwa. The COmm1•aioe, howewr, 

wee .. 'bl• t:o Mtiafy the hopea of the pert:icl,pe:n~a. For 

P~eatan~a the lftt..-.ata v•• ~ential in Doaegal, Canan 

•tt Monaobu& epel't f~ the aix COtllstt... Thtly, thu, MW 

ao .... .-on b vlve tiP ~ an iada of tbtt a:a COWtt.iea ~ 

Ultltft, vhieb th.y had p~Wily cc:c"f,lta~. e4 ~- ana~ed 

obftiiGle fo .. ao..sa~ OJ • t•ioD to Mttle tbe t• ... (~Willb 

the 001.1a1 .. 1<a areeoar.eded 01'117 anino~." oh~gea) • ..,_..-a'l.y, 

de\ooet:ea from the !rillh Free stat.• gaYe QP t.._ fqht! aftew 

taciftV MYce OJPOadt.1ors f&'Oift t-he othu atcte. 15 ll'l 1925 t:he 

tbr- OoYema•t• aAvned • acrr.-ent which ~zed the 

de fect:o bol:d• wh1eh had ~ d~ ill 1920. Ja 191'7, 

SO&hell'l Irelaed a~ed a ~- ooraat.t•'-*1011, ar·d jn 1949, 

it. left the Olnloe~lU. •cl bee-. • .avcei~ R~tc ead 

tbu .....-.t the .-.. 1Dill9 ooeat:tt.attonel llnka vtth the 

~1~ ed KlnVdo•• 
16 

J.t. 
15. 

11. 

llegM, De 12, .Pe l1e 

..rrit.t •d Celt.w, "• 1, &~• 17. 

Jam A. l-iur..,hy. ea.. I!'K~ &D ths T¥11\t&ft.h e•tan 
(Oilbl.ib, 1971\), W• 9 • 27: 
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Ira181hll vaa partS tlODed not beeeuae enyone vantec1 it 

blt beca\lM the Brttiatl Goftlft~Mnt thoug~ ~hat t.he only 

~aaible vay ot. ncoacllino the t:vo riWJl QttJUIP& - •ttonaltllt 

(NJ.nly RlrlWID cethotioa) vho d-.,nded aelf-nle d the 

tlhtoftillta (tr•Sftly Proteat.anta) vho wiath•~ to ,_.ift 1ft the 

ttlited Kln9dc8•l' 

roa- t.he aetbolica, the job opportet ttu ill libJ:ItheJn 

Xr.\aaHJ were rather lb~tctd. The north-•atam part of Irelod, 

wbleh vas heavily Jndw.t.d.altaed, vere doratna'-<1 by the tJzo

t•taata. E.e the nw indcut.riea vhtch Were eat.ebltaber~ 

vtth the oovenamet eaat:Jtonee were looeted in the ••• 

where t.httl'e were z>~eat.ant conoeltret.la\. '!benton, the 

Catholica felt that they v•• cor.a.tcally de6Jrt._.. Th41F 

wen called -.atvc;era• who vere d~rtYed ot i)Oltttcal dQhta 

end vtao vere d.,led ~...,.,_ hoU11in9, eduoat.tcm •ct -.ployatet 

owort\Wl1Uea. 18 Not only that., vbe the Cet.holica ven 

Ql'ftll full polS.t.ieal atatws tt furt:tler !Dc:neaed the Pmt.--.eat. 

f•r• The vt'OWiru~ popu].etS.Oil of Cat.holica al80 biG- e 

~t.er of GODe.rn for the Prt*eatl!fl~ • 

.litDCe 1921, ~iorthem Ireland vaa dotninet.! ead 1'\lled 

by the PI.'Ot.eat..,t daninat.ed ontontata. 'rhough a:.l'tbem Ireland 

waa DOt: a .:»wreton fta~• end wa ~ 11tuah ~ft ot the tt'lita! 

17. J.c. Beek41tt, "North em Ireland•. Joumtl gt c+mtsooraa 
Hi.atgrv ( Loftdte), 1971, .P• 121. 

18. t•ery "i:"uauar, "SoCial neocruta emn tbrthem Irelan~. 
1964-1970' 'rho vrtgtza of the Pl"eMilt. Strt~gQle", 1'-!~nthtY 
RGlft ( t!ew York). vol. 30. l'!o. 2, June 1979. p. 2. 
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KtftQdc., liJAlted povera vee oreted ~ ita perli_.t to •te 

leva for •the ~·· ol'dc et! QOOd oownunet • • Ita J~CW•·• 

could t. cnok8d any till• 'by w .. tama• whieb had nteiftet1 

cctatD a.poaeftt power a like legialet 1CD eoneemtna t.be 

~. dllfenoe, forc19n tmde, tol'td.on effab'a, poatel a~oea, 

JftGOe8a tax, C\lllb:l114.. aU .. m.cea, .-:f.M <1\ltt .. , etc.l9 

r•tt.., • CG~tventiOD vaa eatabllllhed tbet ~ SM.,.l 

.-.~era of l~hem lrelend -.GJ.tl ~ot be d1emaaaet1 at WMt

mift.-t•• MM7 tJnionieta alao clailled that ataiiMa• vaa 

..,,.NlQn .-:ept tbo•• Mtt.•a which an ne•Vec! fOI' 

Weatataater. 20 

Tbe r..mlaD of AoDK3Dt waa vezy aildlaw to that of 

~- Parlli)IIMIIt f.D W~inat•• The GOYei:DO&- wae t.he CI:OWl' 8 

~•••Ut.tw a,ppotat.ed fo~r alx yean. Tbe ato--~ bad t.wo 

Rouee. the Ca•••• -~ tba seate. The o:.taoea bad • 

.tz~b of fifty.tvo ... ,_., elected fo~ ff.w yeera tbroaQ'b 

~- ayft- of 'PJ:OPO~iOIMal Repna.m•~ion' (Pft) with .,...1_ 

t&•u•fenble .at••• per the ACt: of 1~20). Thia ••a. waa 

ado~ ad m old• t.o aaf eguard the tnt cat of the ca t.holia 

mtnorl~. The oe.ete bet1 tvet.?-aix ~~-~•• ud •Joyet! 

lltttle ~w• or illfl~co tr the OO..aaJRen~ of the ~l'Ovtnce. 

oua. of the total t.watty-alx .._bera of i:he seau, tvo were 

-.of flcio ••l'M!ra - t:he Lord Mayozo of Belfaa •d the Mayor 

19. Barrl~t enc1 C.RK • De 1, 9• 37 ad a180 ... ~.Q .. , 
lh 12, P• 51. 

20. MB9ee, n. 12, P• 58 and elt10 see O'Brien, n. 11, 
~- 129. 
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of U:.m<.~derey. The other tva')t:y..four Nlftbera vee elect.ed 

by ~he CDinftlab•• by ~r~ic:mel nrpre.antatlan., ft:,C' a teJ!'In of 

eS.9ht. yean (half of the aeet.e mebel"a nt.lnd in w.r four 

yeu•) • The a.aw COilt.in uea tWe if the loVer Rota• reaift• 

dtaeol w<J. !'he Beete eeasea to fwactioll ODly •• the 

e>zoviace la placed *~ dt~ rule fi'GD Weataillaec. 

~'Waft fi'('.ID thi•• twelw elect.ad ~bee'• f&aa !obrthem Jnl•d 

v•• ..,. t.o Westuttnatel' to 1'81P&e.-t. the Pto'ViftCte in tbe 

Drtt 111h Parl '-et.. 21 

FI'CB the w.y bagtmtng the syate of PJ'OPOftioaal 

Repnaentatioe (PR) vaa oppoaed bf the t11ater tB'Ik.nlaa. 

Therefore., .._. rtl!'.t Pnr,•e r•.tn111ter of Northelll Jl".,._d., 

Jemea era~, abolllhed the PR aya• tD 1929, la fa•• of 

~ Brtt.hh ,.Yfte of a~le ...... oob.tltoeai• (eJC~ 

for fo\11" walwralt7 Met.a). Cnf.9e,.. aelda 

21. 

••• P.,»l• do ac* ~"eelly •&trft8nd what "alt 
it (Pi' .,ate) a.y caue vhc it ca. .. to ~tE\!. 
foQCt.h, flfth Ol" et.xt!h prcer~a. By aa actual 
al.ftue. thtllr mJ.I#lt wake ~ to !jnd Nonben 
Jrel.elld iD t.he »•11oWI ~a1t.i011 of. beiDQ aub
meJ:9ed in a L>ub11n Farli_.t._ Whet I hold t•, 
if t.be Ulater i*lPle are ewr QOiDO - and J 
j)ray they IIIeY D~ • i!*O a llubl.SD Parliamtmt, 
tM1 lhoald Qltderaend that they are ~tliiCJ 
a elect;·_,ral ay:s~- aw::h •• P~r1:1oDal 
Rt~Wce•eDtatiOh. ( 22) 
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'Itae alDltt!~ of •Pao~rt1ona1 Repw...e~at:ton• ay•~• 

geYe • firm hold to the P~eat8t'lt: eoa.untty throllah 081"17-

mede&D~ cout1tttene1• ed fonaulled the deftl~et. of 

•7 o,ppoai.taQt ift aon1011\ and kt!Pt the pro~c1e1 QOWI'DIIttmt: 

fiml.y uaionta. But it: al"•t.ed ...-tMmt. 1a tbe o~attlon. 

Thia aheDQe iD the eleMonl qn. we owoaed by NaUonellat.a 

and ~er DCD.tisicmsat pertiea. Newl'tbel .. a, it G•• a a• 

dis~a:lon to the ~litl(~• of Rorthct: Inled iD the .... 

that it kept the ~ioniata in pow~ till 1972. '!'be -.ionlata 

were al., •1-*ed \lnOppoaed ae..ral t*-'••• In CODtl"aat the 

Cetholica. vho w.e &'88lly U! a d!•dwn~eowa podUCII. 

atal'ted fM1iD9 taeecun. 

The electocal ay~• of Nol'tbena I nleDd. tbo11;h aSmtlal" 

to ~·atmiftaw. Yirt~lly vawa. fl'- her'd to the Pcotea'bllt 

anajoritr. The elaotonl aa-ea. vew det.enaifted bf ~ Go.-m.. 

ment. end, •• Ht •.·\It Srl t.ha ftnt ac~e of the 1920 Jat., 

w•e :I.Dteded to be penaant!M en(! UDChllllQi.D9 ~ J'111ftl 

~ aat1 11D!Yerdty repnaetlttioD remamec! till 1968 1D 

»orthert· Ireled. In feet the df.Jht to vote we• l!Dkec! vtth 

g~.,.ftl' .-tetu23 vhtoh vea 'lcnowa •• • bJaiD•• Pl'..t.••• 

quaUfiaeUaa. Jt meaDa that if • P«80D hea bLiaiDeaa lll"_.ia .. 

of no• 1 ... ~en ~0 eaDuel wlueUon vee etJ.tlet1 to wte 

in ooaatitueDOy other thaD SD which he naidea (if he bee 

MY8n1 ,pr .. waa in eeveral cowwt.U:QellCte• he ce clata the 

23. M-o•• n. 12, PP• 62-63 •o el80 ... Barri~t and 
carter, n. 1, W• 40-tl. 
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'l:aJatne.. _p~a~bea .x e SD one ml y, ecaordifto to hS. 

choice) • 2• 

!'hu, it wea obvtoua that the electonl sya• JD 

R>ftheh Il'eland .,.. fawunble to the UlstH ~101.\lat party. 

aa ~· PIDfe .. tonel ed butne• c:leaa were P&ed-*'afttlY 

PJot:.eataot. ApOrt from t:bia, e vnt'h•t.e bed the 'IOt.iiUJ l'iOht 

ro~ the fo\1¥ Wt1wra1~y aeeta. The plunl .,tlna ., •• •d 

~. untYC"dty ~l'eaentation contln\lltd iD 5orthur: JnlaDc! 

till 1968.
25 

Th!a ait~~ioe •de ~~ ~-tb'l.e fOI' ~· 
oppoai tSon to C'*8 jnt.o power 1D Nofthem lre18Dd. At the 

aeme t.ilae the ProteatDnt:s aleo felt no need to ol:*.aln C:.tb)ltc: 

SQPilOit tor the oowmancre of tbrthem Iceland. 

ln thi• ccnttlft, tbe cole of Sim Fein ed ita mtlttaDt 

wlng •The ldah Republican ArlriY' bee0111- pertie•t• 81M Feia, 

tlfhich •ean• •ouraelvea alone•. we a foeded 1ft 1905 by A~bal' 

ort~ftt.h, who vaa Ql)p().ed to aootelt . .-n deaa he wea efnid 

of the idee of olua aontltct. sa .. the 'beaillft.,.., atnD 

Fein •Jove ltt.Ue a~.,.ort aiDCI'lQ the ..... ..S va• ocmftn., 

mainly to Ot.lhlm. In 1908 ""•n tt cont .. ted the Parlt ... tat:Y 

~ fiOhl lbrth Lettrim, it loe' ld•nbly. The .. fo .. , 

s~qMftt.ly, ill the o•••l el~icm of 1910, i~ die! DO~ 

24. All ~el'ty .,.. •oJ ~ed to • ~ax levied bf the loaal 
adlaWatnt.S.. aad thia wl.aet.iOD of gmpel'ty, t.e. RlO, 
for t:he purpoae of U.. tax va• ~-d OD the •lueUCIIl of 
t.be ~ro,peEt.y ja the 1Dltl 19t.b ce~·tUI'y •d fl'CJn ttrre to 
tSIH lt ehlrnq•J• 

2··.. Al.ekeand• t->rlje, ''The 'ROota of the 11.~1 in !IOrtilem 
Intana•, 81Drf oe Inttme"~ atfli£1 t Belqratte), 
wl. 20, no. 46 , 5 ~em r 9, p. o. 
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lsfter the Eaater-Rl.dntJ ( 191<>), S1Jm Fetn, playe~ 8ft 

illp:)ftellt I'Ole vhon it: _," ..-rel -1:• f&"Om Rcrinondttes 

tn the by-eleet.Sona of 1917. :n In the genenl election of 

1918, .:iinft Fein cendtdatea Wtlft 73 oat of 105 a.dtl!!~e• lt 

.Ptlt \lio) for tbe Houae of CoRnODa il'1 Weatminater. aat the 

eleatet! aecSldet .. h~ 2bfuaed to take the11' .-t• at 

w .. tmmat.er. 28 It 184 to the fcmnat.ioft of Dall U~, 

vhich c-.nde<.1 e ae.Pa~e ..,.rlialaet fo~ all ln1Mh1. 

The onvim of the lllltta2'f Vinci of as.m f'eiiJ, the 

lrUb Mp\lblia• ~ (IRA), can be traced t.ck to the 

Penten• (founded 111 19~8/ end ita V&-idry etm •• to effct 

~ration betveen G.,_~ Britain and Inled bp uae of fo.,._ 

and estflbliah t:he lriab Republjc. The IRA vaa foi'I!Mid SD 

1919 •d soan lt. took over the l•derah~ of %d8h !tatloMl 

mo......at. '!'be IRA. vbicb vas ngaEded •• the any of the 

J)811 J:lnam (Parlt.-.•t of lriah ~lo). taeo- • v•rtlla 

~jQn aQain•t the Brit.i.tl. The Brlttah Go,.aun.nt, unable 

to ~,.. .. the Qrowtno guerilla~ of IRA pa.-d the 

Inland Jllet of 1920, which Qa .. than • Jbme Rule• With two 

Par11....-t•• IQt the v•rUla c~jQn contiD\Ied t:111 the 

Bs'iti.at Govenunct aol'eed for • cea~tn on 10 July 1921.
29 

26. sdwartJ Nonen. A ti J.•son of PJOdtm 1 Ell '9Psl ( Londarl. 19"7 1 > • 
W• 241.43. 

71. Ibid., 9• 263. 

28. M\U'Phy, lle 16, PP• 5-11. 

29. LyaaQh~, De 8, P• 66 • 
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In the year 1969, ~he IRA waa -.plit: into tvo enil cave 

birth to two npubl.Saen annlea - the "Cifflalela" and the 

"PJ:O.taloneta•. 'l'ho "Offtoleta• weN 1n0n left. orte~fJf! • 

..,uglft a ~t.~ed a:»cialiat Republlcarl Ireland echiewd br a 

~..oniat-.tyle -~ of national ltben~t.cm•. M«!. the 

•P&VftaS.onele•, laateelly a ~enodft osvenl~iGD, t~~NQht. 

~o •untt.e l~l8ftt! ad teaninete Br1t18h polltieo.milltaa:y 

tl\fluatee by l'!ltlefta of the bull.t aftd the bomb". 30 

OYer-• ~ro.-, actJ.w wt~hin ~rlet.e Inllh 

~~~tee, ~>•t.ietala&"ly 1ft the ~lt.ed ftet.ea (lrl.tl llo~em 

Aid Coan1tt. .. ), haw sem: ftnenalal llftc! tnat•Sal IJUPI)Ort w 
~ xu, bat tbia flow vot (lS.atiniahed cond4enltly ta ..,.t. 
,.ars. Tbe PI'OYi•ional IRA haa el80 _,,.'* to obtat.D •r:aa 

f~ .,...,. 1ft the Middle sa.-t. 

The !·0 ywen roe of Uletel' Uh1oniat. pal'ty vht.ah 

-bed lD JIGIU till Ma.rcb 19?2 haa awaul.Ud 1ft the wldef\!DO 

of ttl••• ~lvtaiGba !D Olllter, Sn which o .. n;• o.._, tuKI tt.a 

lna~t.t.utton aert.e!rlly pla~ IDl tra.Poftact ~1•• OlellQtl. 

balt.\d:ie, wbJah waa 0\ltlawod. !&'0111 t.he V-=7 '-9Siaill9 

~~bel'ed .POPUlar ~rt eQatnat the Hclae R\lle, t1udDG 1880e, 

IIJr tNPPOrtillc;r the Ulater unt.ofttat hl'ty. The oaamae Ol:der 

which -· foe &tel m 1791). becalft8 a .,...~ f~ the lah>urlllQ 

•d the ~-~ aJrt:i.-a el- ~&O~eaeDt•· 1~ vaa a •lftqn of 
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~lel, aeculer, Nl~ioua aad .P011t 1ael .-eta to Jcae,p en 

effect!..,. vay ot 1111Snt.a!DSng • tmlted ~rlt 8IDOftO the •pro

teatarat bl"etht:e• fiOID ell .acial claesea. 31 

Tbe tiea bet¥ ... the onnoe Older end the ~lCI\iet Party 

vee el80 quite clotMt. It: •• ~_, th- a &IP'bel' of the 

Q21oniet pal'ty ahould elao be a IIISftbeit of tbe onate SftetS t.utton. 

lt 18 iDt•••UDt ~note that. of a to~l flfty..fou UblG!1at 

aebera of tbe Rlfthem I l'eled .i)8rllemer& vbo jobed the 

ce'blnat bet.ve~m 1921 aad 1969 cnly three be,ppeed to be oatatde 

the OllliJQe Inat.1tut101'1. Of the JNNUiill9 n1nt?..flYe '~lonla 

pel'ty backbtllaher• ln the Parliamet., e:lQhty-•wm V8l"e ..,ben 

of ~he oanae IDst.ltutt~. Al'ld ell the ~lOiliet• who van 

el~ed t.o t.be Norther:D I &'eland Perl te.eat I:'IIMifted loyal to 

the onoge Xnatl t~lon. 32 OZI&DO• ._ were ., loy~tl t:o t.be 

Jq~ltUUca t.hlat: t:he fl~ a>rf.Jie ~':1n1at.er of lbrthem t&-ele~. 

Ja~DM cat4; eeld CD 2• ~rn 1934a •t • an o•nv-- fla.t 

and • J.lOlitlei-. and a ~r of t:hla »erll.-..t aft:wva&'d• ••• 

All J boalft 1a ~het we have a .P&'Oteatent ParlS.IIiet •4 • 

PaotMt.ant aat.e-'. 33 JohD Miller lmdnva t 19'0..19,1), aaotber 

Pril&e •~lnlater of tlortham Inlan~ MSd In 19th "I an &all9ht:ed 

D11bllft, a. 4, P• 81. 

Q)rt.hea'l lre1~4, lbuae of O.•uona, ~· ,.,1. XVI, 
cole. 1091-1095, cited fi!OIR JohB F. Har aan, 1b.a 
' 
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to blw 13ehind- the ;net Oleft9• Qdei"•.K ID feet. it wee 

the onov• 0~ vht.c:b QKN)Md ey ·~t~ fa&" ~ioa~ 

aembarllhaP tc the cetholt.. aat •• l~ vaa o~wd by 

cs.a~• G.._., Chali:NID ~ ~. ~ndJD9 ~tt• ~ the 

Ultltea- ,_loniat Q)~ll. ift No..-helr 19:.9. 'Wh• he •t.da -He 

OOWI.d - DO a-..xl wt\y a C.tholia ll\oald ftOt. be •leeted aa 

a ta.Soai8t a.d&dfte foa- 5Jartb~N~Jt•. 35 ,.,_ n\atl01211hi.P 

'beaMeD -be bo e. al.o be eM~\ fro~n the feet that the 

~joniat. Conat.i-~ AMoeiatlafta ofun •• at: oaao• hall• 

~ tb., • ._. thoae hall• •• th-'1:' ...... 19ft b•ctqta~•~'•• 

MC:~Dif'i~ b JAW-• o_., • oaeee• ••• •tJ a ._.._I" of 

W•t:IA!Dat• Pa~lS•aet ia 1920a "Vtt.hoat the oanv• o~• 
•b•• voald bew bee no unlcmiat Peay ed no ~aae. If 

~- Ol8ftle Oldei' •d the .-JG~t1K Party v ... ~o be ...-ate!, 

~ lllioniat Pany woatd .,... to aUt •• ••••.11 

Qft the whOle, the ~J.c:mbt .POlio1ea v_.. oor.tlDtk! to 

~1¥ .. ~hro~ whloh t:hey malntaSae! ~· o.,.. ~ 

Bat:loftals.t •lnodty. Baal Beoolte, who vaa MiD..._ fo• 

Aaria\llttll'e f.- 1933 to 19t1. ar·4 l~•r Pnae MIDS••• •il1 

on 13 July 19Ut 

~. 

•• 

'!b_.. ue e onat. ne~ of PJ:eteatenta •" 
Dnn<Jt~MD 111t1o ~loy Aoa~n cat.mliea. X f•l 
J cac .-.1c fnely 011 thb s\lbjeet: •• 1 ha,. 

T • .J. ~bell. l&ft.' IMp qf IAfliG· WP,l!fR 
lBelfa.t, 1941), g. s. 
Den»y, n. "• p. 8'7 • 

L. orr. "The ora119e Ol"der', .iS?lop, 1.2 Jtmuary 1910, 
ctt.ed fcom Oa!:'by, n. 4, .P• 85. 
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not a Aolnen catholic a b) \It ray owa ~laee •••• 
J vollld •weal to !.oyel1st.a. ~erefDI'e. whe..-ver 
~-iblo, to employ voOd ..,.oteaan~ leds ancS 
l1t11aiea. ( 37) 

Later on. SD MBZ"Ch 19M. he •ids 

ThinkH~ out the whole quest!~ cenflllly • •• 
I ncor.tl\tlldec~ thoae people who an lOl"'tlillta 
not to enploy Ronsn CMholtcs. niriety..nibe 
per oet of ~ are M. al~l •• •• I want 
JOU t.o ,_.ber one point in reoard t.o the 
t~~qplo,-u* of ,PeCWle who en <.Ualoy.l. There 
ue oft• diffleul ttea 1ft t:he way. bQt ueually 
t.here are i>lenty of gaod me arad wome ew11a14e 
8lld the employtll'a don •t )X)ther to ~loy th-. 
You are d1afnnch1•1JYJ l'Otll'ael¥88 in tbft wy. 
'!ba people who ere G~DPloy«a h•" the bell at. 
your feet. Jf yota don •t eet .PI'Operly now, 
'befoaao we lalow whee we an we shall fiad 
ovol.Y• ila the llinority :ADa•d of the 
•Jor1_.. ( 38) 

'Phe Jnti.'Oduottatl of vet.fere state tD llhQllllld aft• the 

ed of the second world War had ehanQed tile r.~ntcmia •ttt..a •• 

JtOCozdiDQ to tbe Jet of 1920. Br1blD and R»~bem JnlaDd 

~ned thAt all Brlt1ah &:~ctal ~oi'II'UJ were liable t.o be 

1ap1emEI!ted ill Nort:hem lnlaP'-' alao. 19 L1'-"1 eleet.a 

v.t.tb!D the Uh1C11'1Ut Perty thought th~ t.be 1r~IOd~1GII of 

the Educet10D ACt. 194? • would be bellef1c1el to the c~~holSe 

middle cla• vbiah would r .. l qutt.e httPPY to Mttle do"ft in 

a reformed O'latew ft4Re ~her theD aak:!no for • 1m!t~ Irelllftd. 

17 • 

•• 
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Ib Novsnbel: 1959. CJ.a.-oe Grehltm who waa Cheti'INtn of 

t.he Aaad~ ~itt .. of tba trl•er ,..,toni« O:tla\oll, 

daola~ that be could - no r•aoa why a ~lie ~\lld 

~ be ael.atet! •• a (tlir,)nillt eedidate for Parltutet. Hla 

ld• vaa a\tPPQrted by Brian Ma;ib_, the Attomay o•aral. 

vbl.ob vaw t.he IMJQ9~1Gft 110re we1Qht. ~ thla, c.,~. 

Clelk, GP!ld Ma__. of the cand Oldel' Lo~e of Ihlllld, 

~ .... tlbaeply enr: vit.hln • week he 6eltwnd the ~di~ 

of the orenqe Ordfll's 

1~ 1a ·U.fficult to see how a Roman Catholic vSth 
t.be Wilt diff81:encea in OtJI' n11910U oGtlo-., 
could be ett.her acceptable Within the Tl'ltoniat 
~aft)' •• a member o&', fol" tha •tt..r, bd.ftQ 
h.._elf unccmdtt.ionelly to support ita 1«!•1•• (40) 

lDI'd Dnokebocou;h, t.he the Pdae t-U.at~, •leo ~olcl 

a tneelttnv af Yoang ~Scmiata at. Liaballeva 

'rhec'• 1• no "" blinkift9 t.he t-=t t.hft )lOlttseal 
uiffc-.cea 1n Nortbelll Ireland cloMly follow 
nl-towa dif~er.,oea. It _, nGt 'be ~ttae, 
bat. tt. ce¥ta1a1y ia Dot •IIY foz- ey ~.an ~o 
di.:ard the i»>11ttoa1 cor.e411PttGba, ~. tran.-aoe 
Me! bw&'Uillon.e acq\lil'ed f~ rel1Gi0tla and 
•luc.U.Ciftal Sblltr\ICttco by ~•• vho• •baa aft 
o,penly deland to be aa all..:tnlentl P411P11bl1c. (41) 

Hovewer, the q'ledi:ion of C•tholic --~llhl.lt to ~he 

Ul'liolaiat hlty vea Dot INNIOlYed erd wbea irs 1969 a yo•v 

CaUloltc t.d.ed to MGUC'e tJOiCJDlft llOIIliDet.lOil tD li81117• hia 

at1:e8\Pt we• llade ea~.~eoe.aful. Wbe TenDCe o• Neill o•-

41. 
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t;o i~CN~R 1ft 1963, nPlactno Lolt'l 81'001tebol0u;h, he trier! to 

Nke e bd~e bet¥.., the t.Jhial\ift.a ed the Nlltioaallfta. ~ 

he foUDd it wcy difficult. J•ee C!ltoheaer Clalk, vbo 

ft!Pleaed 'l'ea.ce o •Nelll in 1969, el80 had t.be - ouUodt 

ad be fi.Dally oew hia apgr.)wl -vtn9 thatt 

J vent to aelul lt WI'J' clear ilu'l•d th~, a 
the D ... oe paft.y, I welaoee t.boM RcNft Cet.holica 
eo vtlb to be auootet.~ vttb ~iOI'lt.t •c! 
.-.ppGft l ta i>ri~Sc:t,plea - Dot j \1ft u wten, 
but •• • ect1 .. -.b~Wa vlt.h, of couM, • 
equal d.Qbt: with all oth• pert.y ••ber• t.o be 
caruddand fo~ party office •d all that flawa 
fi'CIII it. ( .. 2) 

Early 1960a .., ~· vaw of 11ben1 ~Son1.ta who hlad 

tried to IN11~ '-'~- With the Cathollcg. Jn 1M5 Tecece 

C:>'Nelll jJald bia flnt. Y1ait t.o a Catholic •bool f• the 

fi&'.t t.iae, t:bougb, aMJnO the P&Ot•teta he bee- a paa

doxioal fAv•• •d fOI' which be bed ~ ••StJa Ill l9el dlae to 

hia 11~1 att.lt\ldee t:awe&"da Catholic OQM•lt.7• Be al.o 

m•t•d the Pdlae Mlniftel' of Jri.tl RtiiPQbltc, ._ ~-~ 

a 1965, eel ~t.ly paid a nt'ID' ¥1ait to Dut4JD. 

Thla vaa, of aoGne, aD nt~ t.o bld.ld ~ a bddQe batw_. 

the north ar·d t.he _.uth.•J 

The ~1• of ~S-.Pert.itlOftiat parUea al.o •••• 

.S.Vb1f1aaace. It may be ..- 'that till 1969 ~h .. were ~hree 

main ptartl•, '•••• lltllipubl.i<*la (military w:lag of Slim Fein), 

43. 

iflillt Tllf8Nb• 1" No¥1111tber 1969, aiterl ftom Jbid., 
~>• • 

L1aM de Paor, ~Y'fld qletar (HallllOI\f3SWOrth, '!n~land, 
1970), P• 146 end e 110 aee l'>erby, r1. "' p. ae. · 



19 

&atiCftal at and ND~th.m lre1.81'\d Lebou Party. 'rheae pari-S .. 

baw adol;lted b*h peectlf'll •d violent m•n• in their ~aitice 

to ~be »l!fti~l• of X...Z..ald. Neftaheleu, ~etr odQm •Y 

ba ~JaOed taak to the Rcae !tule atnovte ,_ r tbe lfth c., t:uwy 

bat t:hey became 11110re .acel only after the ltCt of 1920. 

Tbe polltSaal Srlwl...._.t of ~be 'lte9ubliaeaa1 wea 

MftoualF OGIPI'OIIia«< by U. nf-1 of tim Fein (the Republleen 

poll~-1 VincJ) to rectOQniM the exicece of tbe R»nbel"r1 

lltote Ol' tu Snattc10ha." Tb4WY fu~e&" ad..,ated ~ tf 

tb4ll' v•• ttl~ tb-.r voull! I'Ofue t.o ~eke -t• la the 

j)adt••• t, altho\JCih th-:r let• modi fled ~elr «•4 "'• a 

~----aix ~y Jl'!d.lelftent wee Mt \W ift Du'b'liDe :ED the 

fkat elcti.oll to Mr:»J'tb .. Irelan.., Perlt--• in 1911, they 

van atx o'* of brelw ant'-"-rtltioala .at.a 'bit loa fou 

-.ta in the 1915 election a to Northern Ireland Padt..et. 4S 

~· aad VCIIl tvo. '!bu. the cbaDQtDO ilOllt:lcel •ee• fo~ 

_,_ RIIIPQ)dte.l hay to adogt a llllltat at;rattiQJ' 1ft la~ 

a:>VaJet Gil the whole ..-.tiled a •tted INland. a.t the 

p.s-27 f..-loa oil tbe IRA tn Northem Inland wu to protct 

t:tae C.t:holJG •r•• -aetna po•lbl• iftwatan. 81Dete the 

••• of *• ., ••• ~ -· ..aterS.. it oot .P09Qlal' ~ 

... 
•• 
~. ft• 4, P• 92 • 
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in Belfut dud.ag 1920s end 1930a when t:be ..aten~ t10ubl• 

we~e COilll'JOI'\• Bta-. othend•• thef feiler1 to valrl any alonlfi

~t ·~Jort fiOII the P&Oteaet. acnnelty. 

'J'be 1956...62 e-...tqn for fb~em ll'eland Geeerel 

Eleetiona, produc.-1 nrt.J.cal ch~gea 111 npubll~ atl'fteQY•, 

~d niaed aocial taauea li)ca houa~, tmde, uniar.l• ac. -
•d dalllteecnsaly 110Yee! away froera the arategy of..- of 

fone, •d heDCe they geifted non..cat.hollc auppoft. Jn the 

eivil 1'~-· 110v•taDt of 1961, the IRA aleo ~ned to take 

ne&y p:. .. ible e<Mn~e but et lea felled to e•-. ita 

CODti"Ol. Ntwectbele•, lt alao failed to PI'Ot.ect c*holto 

Qbetto•• fcoaa • PI'OQRR11!1e ol'flant~ by Protut8nt. ext:.--taa 

aDd beae it vaa 118811 Vl'lt.t.• em Nay walla - "IRA - J Ran 

Jllayt-. 47 
The violec:te of Au;ut 1969 in »ortbca Inland, 

~. baoqght ahazp ne<*lan eoalnllt ~h t.he ,poltctea 

ed l•derahila of the ~iceD orv•t•UOD, eDt! thu 

then vaa t.vo dt.Yis'.aoa. •otrtciala•, vhiab kiiPt .

~ften in llelftlet, Deftl' qd a ,., CO\lt't&T ar:••• aDd 

~ "»~•ianala•, vhicb t.!ee quite lnfl\leaial in the 

llofth. 

Aa ~ 1921 ~v.aty-alx of tnlanc!'a thlfty-tvo ao~ti .. 

ecbl.ewd Bc.e Rule, the acrttYitiu of the •ett.onelta Part.y 

•• Dar:by, a. •• .P• 94. 

47. o.~ Hlcu, •t.,rtbem Ireland- Tbe Bdti.tl Gowmmcta 
Lagecy of Htatozy•, l:lfl!a~ policy (Mkan), .,1. J, 
no. 2, JUile 1913, ~.an al.o statler, n. 39, ~· 26, 
~-· , .. 12, .P• 25. 
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vere CICilfU.e4 to the alx nrneSaiftG Co\mties of lhrtheftl 

1 .. 1111fle The Hlt;101lal1at Party erld the JRA both t.!Saeppl098 

t.be -taece ~ ttottheaa lnl.ed ea a ~-~• • ttty. Bat. 

~. ••t1•a1Sa•e •latiw ifteffect1-.eeaa vea pel'tly ~-to 

~be nat:ua"e of ttorth.- Inl•d iJD11t&ca acd partly dM to 

~he perty•a '*" inaeti.,.••• ed JM)11t1oal ehoft-ejqbtedneaa. 

Joe D~!D. who dcDSMt«< the NetiODallet Party 1ft 192Cla .,4 

19JOa. o•ve e nev -.ppzooech to the ,party. Re bile•• the 1•~ 

of the N.t1onal1« ~l'tJ' Jtaat after the partitioD. Hlt111nQ 

f&-e* tbe wc.-ktr~ claaa ~lo;;rout.; B1 Belfaa eec! •• .-. vho 

al.o bad GCDtKDllecJ the ttat:iOMllat ._..ra iB tile Belfallt 

c1t:y eowwtl. Joe ~in oet.hered a~ort not 01117 f~ 

OJ.VaDS.aed Cathol!c~ bat al., bed close lSDka vtth the 

taD01et o&'!Su of Htbemhft• - t.he coWtter Plil't of 1:be o.-noe 

o~.• 'l'he Jlteiet Olt1ew of Hibemt•• vu. ww INCh 

ablilec to t.he Onate o~- end f\llfllled a .-...bet atailar 

fec:rt1e within ~ catholto a.;-lty. an S~ •Jored 11tt.le 

po11tt.aal anueae. 

:De-.ptt.e aaab ~rt. t.he NKiooeltaa aotllc! aM built! 

-.p a ,pafty oavaDlatiGD aa~ it VIla fectloeiftv 801ely ce 

ilenaDel liftea. Fan:be~ Rt.~a v.:e aliiO •ad• t.o ~tt.e 

die •d..paft1ticm 1ft pl.Uoaa. Bat they failed due t:o 

»WfttDal ca-l'hla. Ja 1928 tbe Ra~1oaa1 L.-ou uc! in 1936 

~· lrillh ~~- Auoetetian ,.,... f.._, and aubeequent:ly ill 

DISS 
320.09416 
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the poat.Na~ lJel'iod Hationel ani t:r we• c~ed by Jeee l<~c 

Silenert in 1959 • 'Jftfort •u• Wy DCJDe of theee vaa aueeeaafu.J.. 

-rbouah the Rlltlonalillt Pal'tY bed a 1~ t.- hope for oatntno 

~ f1D11 the C~ol1ca, 1~ nj~et! the ida of the \1M 

o~' ro~ to attain theil' objeet1ve1s. Howevezo, t.h., failed to 

••- the 10le of a DO&IIel oppoait :Lea 1ft the Parls-~ fol' 

e loa; pclO«!a 49 

It vaa only after the for.etjoft of National Uhlty in 

1919 •ha ~ party l•der.tliP waa pa-d owr to Mc!le Me 

Ateew vho :IDvolvad tlwt party 110ft Sal JiH)llttcal ~tu. For 

the firat ~1me the psrty deland ita J)Olicy a a COftfennce 

*' M89hU7 in 1964, and boceme t.he offioi.al ogpoat•• at 

ao.-t in 1965. Ju.t aft• a year it held ita ftnt 

eonfennce •d publlabed a pel'ty menif..to. Thus. vadually, 

~ vaiftec! ,qpiJOft iD the c:ouat.zy aRaa cd wen abl• to 

hold a -.J•i~ of OWQdtiGD ..a •• The ._..Qecte ~ Cl-dl 

RJQbta c._.jqft cneted •edoua p10bl•• for the llllt.iCII'lell-• 

ainee l~ bad cnate&! a co_.. fi'Ciat for dle aapt~ioaa of 

._.,. cabollca, lcre..,cttw of their ,polltieal a1181illancea 

~el' it ley wU:b die Nol'tlhel'rl JnJ.anc! t.e~u ~rty, 

~·• Labou, Hatlonaluta or the IRA. lD 1968-69 the 

geft.y ••• at.oat •• ita ebb. !0 

'nte Ro~hea lNDd LeboUI' Party ill c~rl.m with 

ott.w ~t-pan:SUan J)ertlea v•a mon aueo ... f\11. In 1890a 

49. Jbif'Ja, P• 96e 

so. Jtd.d •• ».P• 97-98· 
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~hue waa ftl'a a CC"alitiae of t~CM~ta11ft 910QJ»a an Inland 

•• wll •• ta Britain. ... ~- tmt~y ... ~ br ~h• 

.. n~«&no a-tUt:u&ta tawe~• ~ ..Uoeal ~·· J ... 

QaB0117, 1•a. ~ I dab lnc!t~•u!eae JRO..,ent ec! a aoctal sat, 

wl1o p-atted t.be mlftua ot soet.alt• ud NltiONlS.. ill a 

--. WJ' •• • alte•attw to tbe Bdt&.b .-aion* waote, 

.e.ue !a jail, "'"- •the Soe1 eliat.a will aot •et.-=ud why 

1 • her .. TheF focvt~t th• x • • xn• ar.•.sl 

The JMlftY •dl*alnet'J tu Dcn-..-ftadalt Uae aacS wen 

tu ftnt _.. tD 1925 iD .,nil._ Inland parJ.i•~· ~~ 

9 ... .0&'~ .... aia Clll ~be 80eio-at'JOfttwl\iC PIOb1- ..... _. th-. 

liD~, • ._ •d fol' ttae. paltll1on waa •• ope qq•t1CD • 

.. t.heil' .POltaJ' ... a~ .. GSiaful beea-. thue ... OONit•t 

•-•h on t.he p.fty to UJut a -.r:~ .&tb• foe oa- 8Q'airat 

tbe -aitutt•• Dutft9 1910• wo l•dca of' the BILP. 

S. Midgely and 3 • ._bole &a.tu~ U. P-"7• U.C.Wih t:t.r 

diff--' 1n tb.S.&- •-i:lt\ldea. Mldgely had • dt ao.- for 

Bd.Ulll l!lld ~he Cc»BIQD\t•lt.b, ~· -~le o.,...saa.a for 

ldlb aD1~y. a.ttte•a poliey letl bPI to hla eiiPGlaiCID fcoa 

tbe party t.vMie d\lftftQ 1910• •d hla eleattcw •• Pll~ l~U' 

ir. 19t2. FollowiDG ~Sa, MldQely, l.tt ~he puty and att~ 

~ •tabl.ttlh a dwl ccu rumwalth Laboc Paft'y • wiJiGh ultiiMI~Y 

failed• Lat.• Oil be joa.S ~be at•Ut PlllftJ'• Ill tbe party 

confcenae ~ 19• ttae MILP ~41\1 foE" Bd t:l.tl ~eet.tcin en4 



Sft ~h• el-*ice that. fo11GWet!, all NILP aendS.dnea vae 

def-ted. aat. ~ 1950a, with t:h• fatltJI'e or JQ aam,pejQn. 

Nl~ •J~ catholic ·~· ThW Vt'JI\ fo• ..eta s.a tbe 

eleatioea of 195852., ant! 1a1CNUft41 cffleial oppoaS.tlcm at. &oii'Glt. 

Aftu 1965 th., lltal'ted loaino tbeil' -t• end they polled 

10,519 ~ .. 1 ... t.hon t.r~ 1962, •d iD tbe ~- 1oft two 

of tbeil' .-ta.SI 

'the dclS.. of NILP we .. Silly dUe to two feeton. 1'he 

flat vaa • -~--1 •1&~ Oft bat.lo•• Olle fJ&Oup vht.cb t.l'ltld 

w vain 8QPPOft f.a~D •ODU the pzoteat•t. vodtuv olau- led 

'bf oa•d 81-*1.,. Md w .a. 8oyt! •d the ~be' Q&O~ ~eel 

w .eke a 810ft diftlft QP8a1 to tbe r.w Cet.holtG wten

whiob vaa led bit Chad.. Bntt ud .. Jllpl•• Thta ha. 

edeadDed the pefty eS.t.y. 'l'he othel: ne.- waa T•ea• 

o•lldll'• ~nne• vitb the -.pJMift of the D.r ltrltllh 

tA'bou" Gofti'DIDet. 'l'be el-*onl lo_.. e4 t.be PlftY iB 

196S will* iD fa~ of 0 1Ji411lll'• taliGDitlt aDd R~z••'I'Jifttl}' 

mu•a d41f•• a t.be 1oc.1 vow...-~ alectSGDa Sa 196,. 

Tbe ---- ac.ttnenae of ~Sollht Pal't.y iD sto.-t. 

•• onae t.~t.eec! bf the Ci'ftl Jt!Qhta ~19l which wu 

fODied SD ,..._.,. lt67 bJ' wdou •t.~E't1t.S.cm1a pertt•, 

like au.. reiD (the~-- Mo ... et, of \lbioh IU, la 

t:be •Sllt.aay WSIIV), ~ • .-sonalS..t. Pafty, ~ lfonhem IJ:elan~ 



Labou Party, ~he ccr..ift Pelty, 8lld tb• RaUor.al Deo

enta.5t Thot.t;b it wea a 11GD-Jj)011~1cal fl'Oftt, ~~ bad fer

naobSIIQ lDPlicattona. !tMI ... oltJeati,.. of the Clwl 

N.Qhta c:...-.lCJD• ,..., Cfte .-n c:me wt.e tD the 1oaa1 

9~~ election., iJIOt.eation qeiut. dteadllinatlora ill 

~lo,..t ad bouat.nor Jti'Oteetica of the d.Qhta of • iftdi

Wduall eodiftcKloD of beale nohta of all aittaer 

a-~t.ee of the f .. lca of .s>t~~~eh, ••ebly aDd 8M0ell't10IU 

dlatant'Se~ a« the L.-clela and K'IP•11D9 of tbe ~cial 
cr-Pow•• Aat., •d 1Dfo• the pq'blSc of their lawful riot*•• -· 

The Ci..U M.~• oup19D c;,atnecJ •• ~_...__..public 

•eetia9• and maZah••• 

t:JIIle til the ht.at.oi'Y of Rortbem Inland, ~ C1.S1 Rs.hta 

c..-iGD bed a •ltet1 pldf.- ooruautt.DtJ of aU o.P»>•1~10D 

JJU"ti•• Though ~• •arahea had t.o f.ae the oowaa•t• • 

q;.aaoaU:10D *!Gh ~«WWII*el ~ •~~a...,. .a hiac1e.,. all ..-tnv•• 
" la •&d t.h• Deny .-v die vont t:enor ill 19M.se 

Raw~r • ._ vseml, lHI waa the ,_c of chaoa ed 

ballaoll aot caly a )l)rthem lnlaft~ bat alao 1n other peaa 

of the wodt!. 'l'be 7•.r Vitneaec! t.he .t\IC!•u• •area ta 

54. 

55. 

51. 

atet.J.•• De Jl, P• 23. 
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Fr.1ce, Re4 Guards tielQtatratlona Sn China. troublea ill Blefn, 

~il'l. Yugolllavie 81ld ill Poland which eleo Witll-~ UDJilar 

•nat •d -.ol.noe. It alao witltMMd the Ruet• oocqpetioaa 

~ CBechoaloWida. t-Talea, ift Bdtein aleo cold.d Dot eaoe,pe 

fi:O'ft the e~taeka of exthlllia 910u.pa who tUed bolabl •d 

~loa1vea. 57 

NDnhelll lnalen4 vttfte•aed tvo dc.ona"~ntiOha ll'l the 

aut_,. of 1968. Tbe flnt, at Du119ecm, ve• aoeinat eti

cat.holtc dtacrilninat.lan pal'tic:naled.y Sa the allocatioe of 

houea. But, it.~ off j)ei~Cef\llly. But the •aOOftd an• 
vaa 1110n eodmaatoa vhe t.be et.S.l lt!Qbta Aaaaotat.t.c:e peopoa«~ 

• •• t.hrourjh a Prateftant. ana in Londonderry. Tbe p~.._ 

t.Bt. J\Wir•t.lee aoya58 alao had ~-ded to bold a -reb 

folladnc;d a af.lnilar ro-.ua •uJ •diDG •~ the - pl ... 

WillS.. Caiq • them MtDilltel' fo~ Baate Af. fail'a, PE'Obibit.ed 

all ~---· in t.be wnenS.de ward •at of Uae Jiw~ POfle 

Ol' Vi thta t.he ai Q walla. "''hoagh tbe A.PPnntlae Bo7• • MI'Ch 

dl.d D~ ~· plece, lt had • pla to obet.nct the ~ 

Cf.Yil Rlvht.• •~ah. on the ftbe~ h•d etvtl RlQhta AaeoetiaU~ 

.,._ after the las INlnhed dtl* -.p to a pollee oowdoft vhlcfl 
59 led to latbt ohaEV•• Moo~g to o•t.eeeya 

57 • C.lle.;..._, a. 55, P• 7 • 

58. P¥Gt.-.t O&aDOe ~atety baeed ill Lle&Ey, dedicated 
to c•NI'Oa-.tiDQ t.he ect.iOD of PI'Ot.eataM: apprettaee, 
vho in 1188. aeeu~red ~.city for the Wtlll•tte caue 
by cloaiftQ the gaaa aQain•t the foi'Oe• of Ja .. e It. 

59. Calla9haft, n. ss. »P• 6.?. 



The HrD;rad.an R.-olutlm of 1956 vaa .-&ked off 
by deoc&lt.ntiona in 8\Wi)O&'t ot tbe Poliah cleclea
~nt:toaa of tbe »nvioua ~, ., the DQDGeccm 
»EOt..t le~! to the eonnt of ~tober 5 in tDftdoc&arry, 
with police betc. ehai."Q• eru! wete&- c .. m SD 
~tl.rttlful aQPPly. (60) 

itlWever, af'- the ho Civil R1Qhta r-.otultdtt.ona Srl 

19M, the Bd.titlb oov--•t ~ugbt lt n•-t:Y to iDttii'Vee 

ill Ulate.:. fte PJ:jme ~ant.ter of No11:ham Inl.a\4, 4fereoe 

O'Neill• ~· • -The lano hUto2J of ADV1o..Ir18h nlet.ion.t\SiJ 

vasa ~hat aad&m Sllte~Uon bf the u.JC. •Y .PlOd ... effecta 

'Wbtah t;o cme oe fo~·. 

OVift9 to P-•e f.- ~e Ulate•• MP8, tbe ld~lllb 

~· Mtatat., Ha&'Old Wlla>n, bltd uUr.ed to TereflOe o 'lltlllll, 

the &ortbea lnlaa(! Pdae MiDlate&" iD t.be fS.nt ve.k of 

R)u•ber 1968, ngardiDQ the LOD&zlden:y .,_ta, allo.Uaa 

of ~. ~P~Cial pawen A«a, the ltleal vowm••~ fftiDChl .. , 

and ue eaaotzstact ot • ParlSMimtu:y a..iutca fo~ 

Attnmillta-et.tOD tD sontaem Inl•d· on s .,._.,_ 1961, 

Ba&Qld WlliDft eeaui'K! t.he OCIIwelna, ~at be had dlao-d 

ell the aaajot: potbu vtth Ceptalft o•Reill ~ bed QJ:Ved him 

to IGleedy ~l01fta61 

!Ia there waa no enco~il\9 pa.pana to tbla talk 

md •• on 22 N~ 1968, O'Neill' a ntona pec:Jc.acle ••• 

~_., it did not inol.ude ~· key oi¥11 rlVbta ~eDt'! of 

60. 

61. 

COiftelt.ua o•L•IY• •Northam Irel•da '!'he Polltlaa of 
111\181011•, J?Rl&\ifiAl QMI1ier1X• w1. fO. 1969, P• 110. 

we. cc.uona. ftl).iiiWDftD Re"t.M• 881'1• s • .o1. '772, 
aeu1on 19&8-19, c~e7: 
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one pei'8DII • one vote, end ~l•d t:o IW'IOVe only tho• perta 

of ~· special Paw•• .Act vhleh conflict:ed vs~ tntematS.anal 

obliQeUOD•• 111d thla alt10 voulc! be CllllY whe lt: could he 

dane vi tbout wadtla ha•&"d• 62 

DuriftQ hie talk wi t:h llarold Wtl80D, Wllliu\ en so, the 

~ nc:ae Mbifter, Mid that the hou.tfto alloeatSCD .,.atem 

•• W)J:k~ DQ ..-oo~y ect tha there were not lftOh tban a 

lbMft oc.qpletnu iD a ,._r: na•rdSno howatna elloaeUon•• 

Further. be Aid th- then •• fto Deed of ~poii'Jtinv • 

Cbbud-.ra (the e_ppoillt.JMilt of a Perlt...,te~ eoa.tuion 

fCIC A&ntnut~iCD). Be bl•ed the IRA, for playl~M;~ a ~najor 

aole 1ft ~he Ci¥11 Rtohta •·~ov.•et and ~.nfot:e, tbe npeal 

of the _,eclal ~-• Mt vaa ftot ad~•ble. And, h4tree, 

eft baqajry waa ale;, aot: htiC~ for ••t haw-ted ill 

LoD!GDdellf7 1n oat:obar 1968. Be juati fled the m•---• 

toke 1::¥ t.be .Police, iD LOndoftden:ye 63 

Cn!Q 1llho bed s~eeded w 001\villae the Bl"itlllb Pdme 

Mlnlau.: ~t what. .,_ be6 ~ed 1n the Ci¥11 Rtob~• 

MJ:'Ch the 'Whole •IPlD•ib111ty for Snl~lntillo ach type of 

nmeln• ~at 

the 110.,....-t ba<l the aupport of ..,.,. CMholtea •• well •• 

PIOteeteDU• Mono•r• it wo'llld be Snoor~ to pat the 

~in bl•• on ttHt JL\ for ataah vtolece a!nee a dml1ar 

tole va• »layed by the o~tmo• InatitQUon al.,. 

62. TQftler, he 18. P• 39e 

63. C.llaqheo. n. 55, P• 11. 
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lt. wo\d.d rsot be VJ!DD9 to •Y that Cetholioa nwel' ejoye<! 

e!feotiw po11~Sael ol' eaon•ta paw•• Tbe \biGeUte Oil the 

othec bed 'believed that tbe ·~t.f&eatioe of J...taa~ vout4 

bl::llaV •lf41ou ed eaC~D<~aie caJ.•ltt. .. on th-.66 

Qle point 1• way ~...Uble that. da.-tte tbe tl'lpart1te 

a;ce•~• of 1925. 1idltcb 1.a to the edatiftQ mldec ••-v.a. 
the .--•- ao..--.-. aa DubltD oonUilaet! ~...,. .,_bd 

t.bat. lnlud llhoalll ~1te eD!I }x)J'dC 1aaue flhoG14 be biO\IQht 

to • end. Th.t.a dalead 9aSfted ~ iD Hortheh lhl•d 

c4 vaa ktPt aliw fol' a lono tilae ~ -. Jbl'~ Rlttora

ls.ta, tiDd aleo -.,ng t.be Rolae C.tho11aa ._..,... eleatec! to 

._th ... ,, x-.d 1'8111_.t.. who adwoated that. tbe a• 
c:o.tl• ah011lc! be .uv.a wh!a the l&'llb J'I!PtlblS0.67 ~ the 

otbel' baac! the aat•t.t•.., t.hu de9elopaet •• a thnat ~o 

ttbeU ''*earit.y .a ••d ft•17 ~ether:. Futhel', th.,. 

•Sn•Jaect • laltanta aajoE"tt.y ~I'OQib •Ho•tav allo-.-ioll• 

8D4 'VUI,....deft.DII' the GCift8t.lt\MDOl•• 

Tbe PtovialoDal via; of tbe IRA wnUd a •tt.a Xhle4, 

wblab tber ~~ eoald be eahi...,_, "Y WQia; -~ aoaiDIIt 

~· Bd.tllh 4Nt.atl1...._t. After Ue oeenl el~i•• of 

196•• a D•1»1' of Labou MPa at. Wetlt.lltftn•• 111ce 8t8n1.,. o~~ne • 

... 
''· 
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Paul Roae e<! JCnift tc -I'll ~ds:l tilDe e4 aoaill to fcaua 

t.he elltiQatioDa •de 'br the Catholt.ca aoat.aat the local autbo

ntSea AD .. _.at. of bo\lldftQ u4 pUllet aJPOJJlt.eDte. 11at. 

...... effOfta w.nt Mde illfi'W'tooue by the _...._.. •• nlia; 

•• tho• •••• were .-l..uat•ly for the atoanoe"- to c!eelde. 

Tbe Bl"ltiah Gow..-t•a ONIIl PII!Mr. 'Eb• '•'" II llfl,..,. JnltR1• palalllhed Ill 1972, edda • .. y ~~~mbera of 

~• ldaol'ity felt that tb., OOUlcJ aot ~ .._. .... of 

9newnoe ~hnQQb PH1Sa._~ or ~oWJb the eoMtluttc:eal 

•f.;uaa'dll tlfblcb bed bee written in~o ~ tct of 19JO• • II 

a.cJ '~~~heft ~liaa vea -.Ill• to 9t1t thet~ 91'i~-. 

ftdc.aad. t.t.., focued the Ct W.l ltf.4ht.• Aaa>et..tl• ia 

·---~ 19•7 -..biob waa a .to.tat affon of all -*i-.PIIft1~lonlai: 

OIV•i•Uaa •<1 th&'Ow;h that. tbtly nS.Md ~heir wt. .. 

'!b- ct..el..-eta wen of •-- 11ft of fODftlaable III!IIMiftteOe 

to tbe ~llc., W.O looked taen.abol'F t-.-.!• Delta. 

--- th.a ~ ............ ...a.~ be(! ...... q1Mfttl'f pr/1:. 

toftb tbe a...d fo~ 01.-.aa-•a a-ver vi~ the Jl:'a.b lltiiPGblta. 



~-II 

!be 8dtilh GowiMUIDt'a S'10lonqe4 .P011CF ~ llOD. 

JDtelfe..-- Sft the tD~emel -~•• of Ronhen Inland wa• 
bloke in AGgUIIt 1969, aftel" 41 Y•l"a, lllbe Britain ... t: i~a 

t&OOPa •o Noftbem IINilaD! to .....,HN the orowlfto 'WtDlece 

m tbe PtrOfla'loe. Sirlce the, the elm of. 8\II:GUIIi• Brititlh 

QO'YUDMDu all Ill~ baa bea'l to ed v.t.ol-.ee eiJd tenon• 

tD R»fthela !nlend ani eatahllllb »eaee ~l'O\IOh wr&ou 

iiOlit:k:al, ~d •" .... ict ntoaa.1 
8Qt the• 1'8foft\a 

ooald ~ be •mec.t o\lt ~ to local op~ai~ion. 

The Ci.Sl MQbt.a Mateilltion 'a •nh of 1 .,.._17 1969, 

d .. au!SD; eq•l ddlt.a, eapectally •cee ~Den cee ~·, letl 

to Yiol- a. RDftheaa Jr._d. '!'bough t:he LaiiD• Go ,._.t., 
which vaa in IJO'Mir tbeD Sa Bl'ttaa, had t.he ialeat.loa t.o •BY 

out the fiw polat t.ro ... tia pJrOQnnae (- ct..Pt• III for 

aetaile), Tezeae o••et.ll, ~· tblt:hem Il'&l•d Pdae Mbia_., 

felled t.o iJ~iil-.t th- nfCIC'Il\a due to d1Yiaion in hia OWD 

Cablftn. Rowewr, ~ Go.-nol" of !bn:hecn Iwelaftd 11et. up a 

aa.iaa.te ur·del" the cbetnaaru1h~ of Lol'd C...IOI2, to Snqqke 

into ~be ·~un eed cawuea• ~ t.he Yloleree ol. 1 an•ry 1969 • 

.And, t:bl8 _...,. waa valcaned b.r tt.e Labour Go,___t. .ta 

WWlainaer, h•-'*' by HU"Old WI18CIIl. 2 

~. 

Geay Bioka, •Nofthe& Ia.lenet The Bd.t.i8h c:;o,_..ant• a 
LeUIIC'f of Hiatocy", Fon&qp fill'&! (Anbn), wl. 3, no. 2, J•• 1973, P• 85. 

UK, <:amKma,fl;u-.ftr. ··JttbaM•- •rl•• s, ~1. ~16, ... ,Oft 1918-69, col. • 



33 

The C..~Cft a:.auacm ReiPOft, .PUbl1abet! oe 12 septeber 

1969. foed t.bK •• IUiftbW of pollce.ee ve• quilty of Dtb

OCID dllflt •. 3 It •M t:het then waa ine~ 81\c! efetl' 

houM allooaticla by the local eutboritiea who had refued to 

ado~* a .POlDt qate iD aaMaatno »l'icr:itt•• of ft•d• • 

.r-• OlllliKJ~, HcDe S8CI8tary, a.aoeaea • the HOQM 

at ~• 011 21 Alldl 1969 that due to orcriDo violence, the 

Bl'lttab fo~• vue IH)ated to p10tect the elect rial ty, wter 

end ot.hc pul:tlia •moe• SR.tallettODa ill IJortheiD 1 nl•d• 
5 

lbvwer, tlhortly aft:etwarda, Te~N~nCe O'Rei11, P~Pae MinU..:. 

of HDI!t.hea Ireteea, waa I'IPlaoec! br <1\Scbeiltel' Clan. Bat., 

the D., Pdlle KJI11ft.er t.oo vaa Wtable to cbck tbe qRlVlno 

..-loleae. ill ~ Pao..tnce. Major dt*a t.oQk pleee a LOndaftdeny 

eJld Belfallt an 12 July 1969 -~ 12 AugWit. 1969 ..,_,t:i.,.ly, 

vbtcb le&! the Bdtitb Gowa.e'* ~ aed S'ta t&Dopa 'to qqell 

the ftOlence ac! _...,,. .. 'the Cl'ftl M.o~• me..ehera. 6 Rovner, 

:&a oaawarS801l, the 12 Jwly nata ve&"e not: ao •noaa •• .~he 

data of 12 A~~Guat 1969. The A\IQUIIt. riou laa1:ed for f1.,. 

daya •d took the life of 8 ,people and !Djtand •1• c1YillaDa, 

226 »>lia_.. •4 CIISe Bri.tUh t~C>ldier. 'l'he CCII'aiaalc., vblah 

.,.. .-t QP 1lf the Mot't:hen JrelaDd oo~-•t• ecs. t..ol"t1 

... 
s. 

•. BoM.s.~~~r3 
§!;lt!?I~_. ~ . Hln«. 
.iee "-P.iHildix 11 for fiQUI'ea on lloulrlg. 

tiC, OOtriDana, 3'11M•,~M'• IIU'Ua 5, ~1. 782, __ ,_ 191&. , aola. ___ • 

LlU\ <'Je Paor. Qm~ed Vleter ( .-anorHl4ftiOrth• E12Qland. 
1970). »P• 199- • 



Juttae :iea~, to QO SDt.o the dtltalla of the .Soleae, 

fowad that • »totutanta vee the eovnuora• • ' 

The Bl'l Utlh oo_...•t • • ,..,n objeatiw vaa t.o .atablillb 

p..,. t.D lloftbem ll'elaade i:MIPifttJ thia ift atad, J

QallaQ•• aftec .. diftltl tlbopa to llortbem tnled, pcopoaec! 

• ~n~abel' of ftfo_., vhieh Sncl.s.d the a_.,tatiiiD't of • 

Qlabad.u to a-1 with t.be citi.-a• CJOalllaSilu, ~. eaabltlth

...-of a c•ual boualftG authonty, en<! to antt...Cat.ho1le 

dlcn.&t.iJurattcm in .PQ!ato eployment, -..ol9lrd.aat:l.oD of the 

ROJel 01-.1" C'o1u~abulai"Y end the abolition of the ._.,_,iala.8 

Thia waa alao 1lllCMl •• the •Do111n&n9 3tl'eet Dealantti<»~''. 

Olal.leVbe •h&lll'* that t.heM PI'OpcMela V!Oald •tltlf? the 

~bolla OGIIRUili~. BGt tbe 'lajGelllte wce OHJOaed to _... 

tm.Pl--tlat.iCD ot theM .ro .... 

Oil 19 -..ut. 1H9, a top..l«Wel IRMtlnV at: 10, Downing 

~ vu held, beWaa HUold WS.l.,. ae4 Chkhea• Clalk 

• vbidl .,._. Olllaoheft, the aae aacret.aary, v.t.cbael .tt.,.rt, 

th• Fon101l •d CC~DnDDWealtb a.:nta.:y, oeau Heal.,., the 

._ .. ~of --~ fol' Defenae, Lozd .tt.Oil!wD, Mtat.t• of 

at.ete 1ft Hcee Offtee, J.L.o. Aftdi"'IV8, the De~Puty M.tlllat:.r oil. 

7 • 

•• 
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Hoft:bezll lnlaDd. R.w. Po~, MllliaJtu of Home Affair• in 

R:)ftheiB lnlaatJ, B•in Fa\ll.kner, •~lntaer of DeWt.ar.-ent 

aleo gealalltaMd• The t'JecJ.aretiOI'I taaued after thta -..ttDQ 

add a 

'l'he u&. oo._.....~ ...-fflnta ~- ••• vtthoot 
•be eon.-~ of Uae '*"Pl• of Noft.hem :tnled 
OJ' f.- the .Pa>9ia1Gft ill aectioa X of d\e 
Jft1Aft4 M* 1949i that iD DO ~ will or_, 
gen tbenol e•• to be pen of the tl'lttea 
J.illllla. vi~11t tbe COMtM of the Pel'lld!'eet 
of l'bl'th.n :t l'elent1. '!'be I:Jol!der Sa eo~ • le-., 9 

Followf.BQ the talk• beWail! the Bdtiah and Rol'tbelll 

Jl'el•c1 GoWDINhta on 19 Au;Wit 1969, IU'l ~.,.., ec:..att~, 

-~ the crhal~~Untbi.P of Lo~ a~, vaa set qp t.o ••rtae 

t:aae ncl'\daa•t• oJ:'Qtlftt•ttaa, the f~ioea .a the -~-· 

of the Royal Ulat• Cbn8tabulaay ( RUC) ea<t the Ulaer ~PCial 

or.m.tabulanr l uac). ,.h• HuM. caart:i~~ vaa II.P»>inted oe 

26 AG;ut 1961, •ct ita ftPQrt •• ilub'li.tlec! ce 10 Oftollw 

1969. The npoft IAIIJVefted that RUC ahoulc! be dl•lll*! .a 
uac l!hould be jlbeaed <>'*• Funher, It no•• ~d t~ the 

aoc tlhcnlld vol'k oe t.be J)ftt.em of Britiah poliae with aa 

-~ go1See audtority ~ GCiftUol lt.. lt al.a a...ve.te4 

that ~he L.apeatal ( tnat:• ~ial OODa•lN1•1!7) llboula be 

I'IPlaDec! bJ a ~'- 11i1tt.aay fone. Thu 1'4X»ft vaa 

a~ed 'by the Dl:it.l.tl GOWIID8Dt.
10 

•• 
10. 
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The Bdt18h HcAae aocxauy, J-... callaQharl, l*id a 

.S.•S.t ~ RoRhem Inland ort 9-10 Q::tobU 1969 end aakec! 

NDfthelll Inland Pdate t-' int.t•. d\iche.ter Clark, to 

....U~• bitt Jl8font Plt»>natee• '"'• from aeptebla" 1969 w 
Dea•bel' 1969, a n'lftber of l'tfo• billa VU'e J1e•et! by the 

RonheJD Ireland O~t to lleal vtth the CK:Iq)latnta of 

J.oeal departu 111ta .a4 othu P\iblic totU••• A ParlieNDtazy 

ec..U.iaftea- for A<DtrliaaUCJD, emt! • cc..t1aaon• fol' 

Ccln.Pleinta both o~letely in~t of the c;ow .... t, 

-~• ~ted ill 1969. A nw o.,tnl houtng aatho~ity 

•• eaabl~ alldc the Rotldag BX•natiYe .AIR ( HDfthelll 

lftl•d) 1911, ~o be ~at.ble for all pW:4ia a \~tho dty 

houaiftG end allocat.m. Tbe allooa•tota hecetoab ••• -de 

GD tbe baai• of a J.lQSDta sya~11 A M.IDiatrp of ~-!t;y 

RelatiODa •• MtabUIIh., to tcmmll•e ud ~I' ,poltclee 

fozr the ~I:'O~t. of OO~r~tnmtt.y nJ.at.tona •d a a-nasty 

Relatione ~eaian ad~et. of t.be GOWii'M\tPt, vaa ~ 

qp to foate~ he~~J~DDloua relat1cma 111 t.he aoatuait.y •~r t:he 

legtalatiGD seaaed tr1 1969.12 

11. 

12. 

The po Silt ay~a~ 1• that. thee 1a • cen t~al hout.no 
a'ithol'lt7 vbieh will eauwe • COIDPlet:e a'blence of any 
dbcdailsatJ.CJD O&' •Y aharve of dS..adal!a.tiCD 1ft 
hoWI!ftQ allocation. 



laa Fnelaad, ~be GOC, vbo Wa GlWft the ~c!J of 

Noftbem Xl'eland. aleo vemed the local Uletel' pollticteDa 

t.bft dltll' llhoald tlbav fa.,uable a~lt.uttea ill eol¥tav thelr 

CMl .PI'OIII. ... , u die eaay oou14 not atay fol' • lnCS.fiat" 

~1o6 oe tbe anet.13 

HoweW!', dtariDQ the ei&lle of 1.,0, thee •• a ~· 

of Go ..... •t ill Bd•ID· Tbe t.aboUI' Go..,..~ •• nplae.S 

1lr • OOD•zovatiw Go•~•t tn ~ o .. _..l ld.eOttoea ~ 18 

Jee 1970. A8 a -.lt, Wdwa&-C1 R•tb bee.,.. the ~· 

Minl.tel'• ed Regirlald MatldllBV ble .. the ft-' B-.e S.~ary. 

a -Y be ••~S.Onec! ~at ., lonv •• the Lema 0o , .... ~ ••• 

ift pat~ee• ~be Ubloalllt PaftY tD !fDZ'dlelll Inland bad •• -. •• .,. 

nla~tOftaht.p With the IAboW GcrfK•et. 8llt. v~h the 

adWD1: of ~ OCIDaen'atlW Pal'tY SD powc t* Welt~~ttftat•, 

~u ftl~Janahi-P fC* 810otbeed. 'rhu, die ~t.iw 

CtO .. EJ&et. ~port.ed ~hall' ~adlt:t.onal ally. tbe ~ionut.a, 

vithou- ha'9f.DG any al•e-c• poltey t.CMarde !Miftb .. Jn1.1Nld.14 

As 800il •• Revineld MalldliDI beRN t:be Halle a.entery, 

the dt.aat.loa &a lloftb-. X&'elaDd bel• - OhttDQe llaPi<!lF• 

He ..... fQll gowon to the Ulael' uaioftt• • to cnaab the 

91lWiav 9iolea.. Tbu. tbe ~loDtaa ~ ~ •Joy din&ft · 



ocmtr-:>1 owr the Briti.tl J\J'Jny iD Ulater. ltiiA, vtt:hte fourt.., 

deya, the kntf ~'l Sftto ~m entS..ten:-oriat ear.paiQa aoeiDR 

the IRA. The Britieb t~a a180 -led off the I~ Falla 

aJ:ea • Belfaa ad a CtRf.w waa al.o clamped <hVft then. 

The AJ011ey of the COh•l'fttive Gowramer.t r-"eifted 

1Dlheft9ed. &onetbele .. , it could hardly cbaelt the QIOWirlO 

viol.mee. OD 10 Meteb 1971 ~hree eaded saot.tillh 80lt'!Sera 

wen tekelt fa. e pub at L1;on1el on the oatald.rta of Belfaat 

and llhot in tha beak of tfla head.16 The PdM Minta•, rdwerd 

Heetb, an 22 Maldl 1971 in a Perlt:.IMiltaiY &tbeto aa'*' theta 

••• w -Snuln lew aD4 01:der to .P~ .... t comaeal 
atra-U • •d ~o toot out t.en:or1•, Brit: tab Gow-.. 
._t vlll oontlDue to a\W()rt the AJIBY vtt.b ell 
the aatbc> dtJ' vhtch Deeded to Geft'Y 011~ t:be 
lnilttaay .... _.. jQdved nee._uy for the pupoee.17 

It •• ~ tbeaa oirc•atecea thet on. re'ilbel" 

bee- the Pdme fw!icbter of Northam Il"ellll<-1 Oft 2J Menb 

19"7le Ina..d, he IQt. ~ .-olld t.ckillO of tb4t COIUNII"fttiw 

~- 1llho •• .,_,. k.- to obec'k the vi»Wt.Dv teftQI'1-. 

~ith U.. OCIUMDt of fld.titlh ~ftlm-* Faalbft iazooduce~ 

1Snt.....- 1 Vl~ut ti'Sal OD 9 AUOut 1971. DadDQ JteQIDald 

Mndlf.DQ • • t.eun •• Holle aecretaay the iDt!e~~Bt~Jt o-.• v.rw 

17. 

Mdnw a:.yd, •ou.cket:ed ~ t71ae&-•, llt&a ( 1tew ~lk) , 
Jl!d Dea•ber 1973, W• 594-91. 

'*• ex-~•· f'l",_\tf' ~·· •n•• s. .o1. 111. 
-•i• 1970-;l, aol..aalb - Harold Wil~~Ce. itl' t•ml orha Lt'Ru omga•t, 1?7trll7t <LOn~, 

), P• ,. 

UJC. CGnDona, ;,rUII!!IQIIX t?tblt;l•• •rlos 5, 'VOl. 814, 
eaaalon 1970.. • col. • 



01*'--' at LoDV Ke.-, llftcS et MIIC;llllqea.ll 

The •atelbDteDt' led to the ar&ellt of hwa<lnd• of people 

wbo wen •i~her ea~tol&c Repul'iliaane Ol' MJP)I'tec• of ct.•l 

M.gbte ...,. •• TwJ.w ,people wen .-ho~ dMtl, 150 houeea 

van built and m people vera anea_, Oil the - -·19 

Tbla ... det•tSon v1t.bout tdal and •,pbyateel bnt.ality• 

ai.'Oued bit~ putttD ~t. aubeeCI'Iat.ly, ReQS..ald 

Ma ... l sno aa n.t to eet qp • tnquicy c<Jftft ttt• et'le au 

B~ ~an., to illw:Jttvate the aUeptf.Gile, •de bf 

~- ane~ed an 9 Aaguat 1971 ~der the Ci~l A&horitSea 

liPeOiel Power• Act (11o&'thena !nlaad) 197 2. of JlbS'Idftl 

~llty while in the oaatody of the •ecnll:'tty fo &eee gdor 

to either their a\lbeeq\llllt rel••• Ol' their belD; 1oclt)e4 

Sr. • place ..,_,it'ied iD a ~er.U• ol'del'• 

Tho.ah -..t of t.be alleaaticme vece pJt)wd Sa the 

nrpon, t:be illaldeata of violence vel'• wegazded •• •111 

tnaau• -~- tbeft 'lhr•Scal 'tl:utallty•. The WtcN 

88ftOU a11419ftlOD8 .. 1Ch -- OCI I t:J:tt .. We able to Sllwllti

pte ve&"e wet.aad to the ~- jnte~ID9-iDD a «eptb 

of 11 indi¥1<\aala. Reae •v•iD the ~t~tee foe,d ao eudlllce 

of •pbraoal bc'atalSty•. The Gowa:waent nj~ the oo~Ker:•toD 

tb~ ~ m41tbo4• cucl."etly autbodaed tel' f.Dtear~ioa 

ccnt.aiDa 87 ~--~ of c~t.7 ozo biNtallt:y. The l'fiiPOrt. of 

18. 

19. 

Mtll~ Boyd, "What. U BDQled .P\Illa out ?•. ftl~ltll• 
8 MJ' 1976. P• !551. 

CoftOJr Cnt• 0 1 Brie, &atg pf lral4d (LondOD, 1972), 
W• r/5-7?. 



~ 30 JaD\Iei"Y 19'72, ~he ctvf.l R!Qhta A880Cie~101l 

osvml-~ e INla'fh e;aiftllt •int.eaunent •• Tbe aeetaion to 

001\tlmoe the lldOb Vlt:hiD the Bogdde ed Cft!Oo• wa aucceas

fully -ft"led ollt ~lte the owodttan of ~he Chief 

SUPel'iDtedeftt of pollee ln Loftdandeny. Thta 184 to •••1ve 

vtoleoe Jll whlch thil'tea C.tholica we" lhot dead and 

...... 1njQI8<!.21 

A ec-tt~ .. h•cted by Lord W1&;iiery vee conatttutet! to 

aquin tnto ~· ewmta of the 'Uloorly sunday' ( 30 JllDQIIry 

l9'72). Aftea- the equiry the Wldgery Coll\1nittee had eaae 

~0 ~ OODCl ualOD t.bet: 

20. 

21. 

22. 

Then woald baw bella DO deftba iD Ledaadeft7 
Ql'l 30 J8ftliU'Y if tho• who ozv•t&ed the illegal 
MI'Oh had D«* ~•n!Jr cnat..a • htohl~ deooemu 
altuat.taD SD 111tlcb • cla.ta bet:v•• ~aatntDI'a 
•d t.he aec:narlf:7 fomea waa inevitable • • • • Foa
tbe mo.t pel't the .oldtca a<*ed •• they cUd 
'-'•-~ ~qght. t:bek ol'dea-a nquinc! it 
•••• In the caradttiona pnw11in9 in Rllllrthen 
J E"ftl•d• hcwewr, thla la often tne.capabte. ( 22) 
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Hovew&", •·;s.dQcy ~Z't oeu.! reaenuaet 81noftQ the Cetbolie 

CO!!\r:teity. 

em 24 Maaah 1972, Edwa~ a.~, ~ Bri~bh Prime 

MJftlfter, -.c1e cel'teilt P2QpoAla tlft lbfthen\ I.-.lert~. 'rboH 

l.i~~Mla verea (1) 1ft the hope ol. hkiftQ the l:o~ out of 

the &ay.~o-deJ' ...-olitical ee••• and m~ a ~•---noe ~he~ 

~re VOQld be DO chlllQe iD the Bordw vitho.at t:he CCIIUiertt: 

of a Njority of the people of Northem I nlal\4, he PIOi'OMd 

9el'1o4S.a !>lebl.ett.• on tht. iad•t ( 2) • aert woUld be made 

on .PhaaibQ o\& jnt~, end ( 3) the lav •d order u•ue• 
ehould be tnnafened ~o WelltlnSft8tel'.23 

Tboggb the firart two .,lO~Ala were ecae,pt.•'bl• 1D 

J,»daeil}le ~o ~• Gowertunea~ of NOrthem lnl•d• Pl'tme 

MiD!ft.er Bd• Faul.Jcnel' nfuaed ~o ac~ the p~~-1 for 

the t.-nllfer of n~aibi11~7 for lev •c! ol'lel' f..., sto~~NJ~Jt 

to W'elltaltrlster. He vamed that if aDJ' auch PI'OioiO•la were 

tm.vl-~ed, it VO\Jld etell the l'eai9ftettm of t.be Go~.nt: 

of R>rthorn Ireland. B'*• ~ Brit.lllh oowamet vaa not 

Ieedy -o CCIIIP&ODi• oe thia iaaae e4 •• a N8\tlt t.he oownnaent 

of N:»l:'tbeaa lnltm~ nale;ned. tbr:them Inlant'J vaa pteoe~ 

edK the Din« Rule Oft 24 ~•mh 19? 2 ea per t.be tt:>rth~m 

Jl'elaftd (T~nJ:y P~t:vlaiONI) ~2·, of 30 .~a~h 1912. 111htoh 

,PI01b9111HJ ~· Rofthem I~el•d Parli..,..t and 98ft ~he BrStiah 

23. t~e. 008U'I0na, ~f.1ii1DF~ft ~-· ..riee !j• .,1. 833. 
-aioa 1971-f# co1•.59 0: 

Jotll Ae M\ll' .. lY • n. 21. P• 168. 



42 

Par:liallet gawer ~o 1eg18lat.e owr lbrtbent Iftl8Dde A 

aeczet.eiY of statilll for Nonh lnlanc:! wa eppomted ~o .. a:t:ue 

~ fliiiC'rtioea p...WOialy UDdelteksl br ~he lbrtb~ lwelend 

oo ....... --.. •ct vtth o._...ll n.,.-.onalblllt:y for the R>rth .. 

Ihlud de!Pertme•• Thu Willialll Whl~~av be-. tbe ftrat 

aecnta~ of state fo ... Bortbel:a I blend. 25 

Be4 C.llaQbu abolt.al*l 1:1\e atoaoa~ Ia AUOut 1169, 

vhe the tnate ... Obb\ift.a ven c!ef•ted botlt mn11V aDI 

politUtally, •cl ""- 1~ beaale cl•r vtth the ...tQMt:ton 

~ 'l'ennoe O'Neill f~ the Ulftflr P~ier.t»Sp that the 

11*~1• of •"7 vowm.en- dalll•a~ by atlcmta would lie 

t.o obatna~ md not ~ eac• and p~t• Ci.U lt19bt:• Rfo~~BS 

for caboltc• In Morthel'b Inlaac!l, ~. llitaftl~ voal4 have 

-. differ•t• 

..,..,.,.., follOWing the SM~t>~lGD of the •dtnet nJ.•• • 
contl1:n1ou di8CGhlCDe wen held bet.vae t.be 8eeleta~ of 

Jtete for: Mc»l'then I~aDC!, Will.._ 'h1\1tet.av, aad rtPN ... tatt .. • 

ot all llhade• ol opinion Sa the Pt"O~• a'l~Dd ~. ''*•• 
&<lrWtlllt•t.lft 8ti:'\Mftun of Rortbem 1 nltmd. 'l'he• dliiCU88lCII'la 

culminated illt:o a caafet:eete at: .DelllevtDn, • 25 IJIIPt:Mtber 

19?2. 'l'he Coafel'alee wa ·~~d ll.r ~--- of llonbem 

Jnlllld'a poUUaal ~rtiea - the Ul*J: tJtd.DDlst Ptu:t7, 

the Allieaae Pa~y ed tbe ROI'thea Inl•t! Labov Pe~t:y. 26 

as. 

a. 



'3 

'rM otlt.COIIle of the •oarlinQiDn eor.fcenee• •• pab1l•he4 

l.ft • ONtlll Plt.Pel' • .,. rum gC rttc!Mm Irt1•RO"• 1ft october 

1972. ~ oanaultfltlOfta held batweD the .teentai'Y f1l. 

a&ete fol' Morthent Irelu«! end a Vi&l~ l'e9• al. ~litic:al 

Jilllrti• (SfleltJdt.nu die ioeial !lEoel't*ic .-d Lebo• PaftY

~- •ta OiiPOdt.lc. ~l't'/ np...-tiDQ ~·l"tly, lto.aD 

Cathollea) ad ott. oaovpa -~ te~i'ri<!a~l• Sa the PI'O'dftee 

did aot ~ao<lee my at.nole aet of p~ae1a for a GCIIlat.ltutioftal 

~1.-t, bat th., did sug«;reat the po•lblllty tNt Slp)rtet. 

etpe:ta of ach a Ht u .. t. COQJ.d be frlllltM3 Ia • wy li1atl.y 

to tam tbe eco"'*•• of t.be &o~n twel•d people •• • 

vbole.'D 

St. waa alt10 _._.. thllt • 

'the obJ-* af .. 1 -anic.,_uoa llboul.CJ 'be ~~ehlw.! 
-Qt .... aSDod'Y at.aute. llhen ia tbe .-&-al• 
ol -.:~uUve powe .. Sf thia GaD be aah1.,._, b;r ..,. 
whiCh ere D01: edul:r ~lex or ertificta1, aad 
wbt.cb do D. ~Wt.P••et. e otMftt~ele to eff-*lW 
oo.,..,..t.. t a> 

OD 8 Me~ 1913, a plebi.IIC!lte on tbe l=o~ q\lea~~ 

•• held •der the P~t>U.tona of lbr~em lrel.aat! (Boeder Poll) 

~ 1972, tD fGlft.llltmt of a .Pl•del• vi~ 'bf ~ talite6 

Jtlngdal at. the time of t.he Sntao4-*icm of the dinft nle. 

E"ffieeY cltl- of the Paoftllee avet1 18 or cn.r wa a8ked t.o 

71. ~. Het!.s.o.. Zbl'tbem Jnlud Office, !' Flltm 9f :l'fB: JEfltr!• 19?2, pe• to, ?5, cit f..- Ma 
• ... • ~· 121. 

28. Denk Bl nell, • A Go,.....,._.~ ot !brthem t relaac! and 
t.be :::>Ntaele of Pcwes-..-heftn9 .. , .f2ll\~~~ ~Ye'ifllY 
(t,ondon), .. 1. 52, no. 2, APft.l..June 9 1, P• • 



aMe wbek'"- he Ol" .._ Viabea IIQdh.-a Jnlatld to ••• eta pert 

ot the •ltllc1 KiDQdca Ol' to be Jolaed with the Jrillb Mpublio 

out.a&de Ute atited JClqc1oa. 

follow•• 

Yo -ill •• ,.a of the 11t 

To Job vt.th the II'Ub ~

~Uecl wtu 

'l'otal el~lfte 

Abltemtic:JD ..ote 

591,820 

6,., 
5.971 

1,031,611 

.27,3" 

abol't17 eft• the bo~ poll. the Brttlah Go~ 

.\Nidlabed (oa 20 Mnb 1973) a U'bt~• Pe»e .. etttled, •~i.Gbla 

le!pps! CQgltiS"$'smt1 PJ98?M1t• • '!'be Wbite Pap• pr:opoae&l 

t:.ha~ ~aen tlbo'il.d M -

(a) 

~· ainol• tnna,..hle ~ -tbod of paoJJOrttoaat 

.-.,...-tat:1•• qpllied ~ t.welw W-.t•ill•er OOiletS

tuec1•• The D• leglalatun will 1111 &aa!Qnec! to a~e 

a lltta~Q 11Dk betlftle t!be Ae••'bl7 aD4 the D•'*t• ao 

'"'* it tnetade n.pa_,t.at.t ... ol. !bt:h the ~!~trod-

aDd t.M •Jod•~· lt. vee e'Viaelllc1 tbat a ••bel' of t.he 

A•••ltly vlll aat. •• tlae bead of __. Deper~m ~ of 

HNtlael"ft J~d. ~!'be c..,attw will be eollelftiwly 

fonaed bf the h•da ~ the ...,h DeiJII~-*• lSJte 



e&acet.Son, evrtcultare ete. of NoC'them 11!'81-..a. 

(b) There vUl coot.imae to be a ;ieeretary of state fo~ 

1101'them Il'el....S. He will •dertake the aecee•ry 

OOIUntltlt~lQI l•dSnQ to tbe ~latiOD of .POW••• 
a~t.at• celteirl •ntoea 1'8•rftd to tiMl ._,~_, 

kinvt'Ja. Gowhllltet ar-t! be -~ble for Blit llh 

iDUI'..U iD lbl'thom Inl•d. '!'be ~voluU• of 

!H'Went after the forraa~lan of an !!Xeeut1w whieh cen 

no lODger be aolely bll•d ~ one aii'IQle paa.-t.rc», will 

~lely eealft vtth the aecrc.~ of aae for Nol'tbem 

I J:Glelld. 

(c) CoztajD reeerwt! -~-• like the •law md or4e .. • will 

~W~ail'l vtth heatreinatc. fiCNIIt-..r, the A•embly after • 

cle¥olat1ca of povere, rill be eble to lec;ialate Sn 

N~' of IDOft a~tera affct.tnv Nor~.cn Inland. 31 

(til The Wb1te ~¥•r a leo ~ro,poaed ad4itiou1 811fe;uarda to 

»I'Otect. the rSQhta of the ~ole eonPt.anlty -~ of 910\IP8 

within lt • end ~l .. d the ex1.tenoe of 'What wee 

tented ·~e I rim utmena1011• • t.e., the eo..._ tty of 

aateellta diet exl.tet! bet.Y•• the Irillh ~epa14So •d 

Nofthem Irel~~Dd• 32 

The .. D_, CGIUiti~t:IDhal 8ft8nQ.-:ab WKe Nbfteqaetly 

Jftao.rpo••.a ia t.he Nortb.-a Inland AM .. b17 ~. 197J, ·~ 

JO. 

31. 



the !bl'thehl Ireland Q:lnstitut:lon liet, 1973. 'the ~·ihite P~r 

p~:t>po•1• became laW 01'1 1B July, 1973 vhich aboltahf)(l the 

peat of Gowmor e4 ~. parll.-.nt of Northem Jrelend. 

It JeP1ece(J the GowrND8ftt of Ireland ACt, 1920. 

In the meantime, V111e the conatttuUonal arrangsnenta 

for the adlnSnlllt.zetiCJft of the pi'Ovtnce were be1lig wl1ced out, 

the noraani•UCD of lcoel QOwiiUMtftt: vaa 901129 •h•d• 

Elect.iona to the fb&-thea:n Inland Parliamet had alweye bee 

ta..a on W1:1ver&tBl ad'll.t. au1:fraQe bat tbe local Gowna.-t 

f~hiM vaa bl~ em .PJO.Pert7 quall fieationa. ~der the 

Electoral Law Act (tbrthem Inland) 1919 the pdl\ciple of 

\1\iwraal adult auffrave waa tntrod~ed for local oownm~~ 

el-*1ons ana ~tJft9 age for all electioaa vaa redacet! faora 

21 to 1e. trrY.Jec- looal governmtm~ ~VItlli•Uon illtl'ttdllllet1 

Sn 1973, the extattnv 73 local autJ»rttiea v.l'e aplaced 'by 

26 ,.., :Jlllt.dct councila. Eloct.iona ~o the 26 n• Diat&'i~ 

Counclla (in which there ven 1,222 candlfla~ o .. rel!y 

....,...-ttno 1? political partiea) vere held 011 30 May 1973 

Wider aingle tnnaforeble \Ote qateta. 33 lfhe nw Al'ftDGtlnenta 

for local oowavnent came into qaention in (x:tober, 1913. 

ID oenerel the PIOPQ•l• 1"8Geiwd the f\llleR meaaun 

of aecepUmce f 101ft the c-*re pertiea of Northeb X nlaadr 

the Alliance Pel'tJ'• the ~rtbena 1 .. 1.-d Lei»U Pal'ty. eDI! 

~· Libenl All'ty. The at.Utude of the Q,? waa qqit.e 

33. 



odt Seal, bst the 118"7 did COft.S.c'lw th&t the peooJt>•l• 

offered &!- hcWe for t:be ''*••• both in bu11<11DV • n• 

N:)~elll Inlanc! aad iD foq~ eloael' ltaka vttb tM Rapqblto. 

'l'be ouuan ODunc:Sl.• el~Son vea follawed by ~y electtOfta 

Oil 28 .,. •• 1971, whieb -· eOD4QCt.a "' the anol• tl8nafenble 

.ote 8l4lthcH! of ~rttonel 1'4Pft~ettoa for 78 "--•bly 

.-t•• t!btribut.t ~ 12 ll)l'thea IaeliiiMI We.tldftau 

aoeftltu.atea. 'l'he 1'8.alt pw the '.PJO..sntt•e Piii.Pel'' 

tation18t P81ty, liJtdcrh bed mn or 1•• qnett to Prtt.aSn • • 

~a.alu!!rlRG eebeme. 2• eeat., the 9lLP 19, •antt-Hh1te 

Paper• ~toftiet •<'~ Olhw •lo,alt.a• f!JZO"P• J6 (the lar:veat 

010• awtunset! ~o the Aaembty) whteh wea an all1~• ot 

P~eat..~ mill~~• ~- atM waa to r.jeet. +-.he Power-~"d.ng 

fJO"t'CDIII.rt~ vU:h cethottes fl'd make the Alllil.,blY unwodt~tble, 

~ Alltaaae Pe~y 8, ed i:he M)Rhent trel,:,nd Lebo• Party 1. 3• 

C'fl 29 JioQgUSt 1973 t'rime Mki.ter ldwa&"d Heeth Yiatt.S 

8r:Jl.i'aat and addz:ee~ tho peogle of Northell'l In1aDt1e He 

•ida 

'I he Northam I raled eoru~t1 tut.ioo 1tet ie IMftl the 
law of t.he l•d aDd JOG bew el•._. "1' .. --..twe.. 
It u tbdr vom to for:Dl en uecutf.w and take owr 
tbe J'OWGra ~ieh t.he We.tlablaer Perll.._t he• lhOWD 
it.•lf p~nd tO halld OWir to tt.e. •• •• J -11 .. 
f1.11.1 well thet ve an aaktnv mueh of the ,pal'tt• 
of the ~bly to volrk U,Vfther in the trteft8t 
at the *ole CGIBW11ty f1 RDft.ben Inlend •••• 
Although K tbe .. .anent n-.pondblllt7 for aeeqdty 
1a MSDo keJ* a weaatnner. dle sxcuttYe vtll of 



OOIII"M be able to dlt~euaa t.he• ,probl.,. with 
~ aecreta.17 of state • •• • • the ~ t.._ 
~ Gowrn•'t ill we~&a.tel' •d .Dabl.t.a. 
t.Q9ftbc With the R:>rth.m Inland Der.natiw 
ae 9et on vit.h vorkpg out the -.chinerr, ta 
'=he fo&m of c! ... lcpf.DCJ llinistera, to •a the 
~t• Of the Irillh DiJMmatell to tlhtdt 
Bel' ~aJ-.tJ'•• Gowmaent haa ~Jledged it..tf. ( 35) 

\ 

JD octobH 1971 telke biota bftva• t-he l•dltl'a of the 

Officdal Ullioftiat PldtJ' (vbieh We 1plt)..whlte Peper) aDd the 

tecretary of state far No~t:hem t nlanc! on tbe J")MibilSty of 

foanSnv • Pow---.dDQ EXeeut1, .. on 21 Ho..-1', 1973 they 

eo...a to fo111 • adld.alal'attca fol' RorthtiiD Inl•d• 

Though eew•l at~• to fad • .PeMef\11 .ol\ltica fo~ 

~ .PWObl• of RDrtbem I 1'81aad were made bf the Bdtitlh 

Oow .... ~. thef vezw foiled by tbe looal p_:,llt1c:Mal .-u .. 
oc b.r the two co.aunitlee - the PJOte.Una 18<1 the Cet:holtc:e. 

Hor.MW&"• ~ • .._in; dale A~;nament • ( u.t oeo_.. .. 197 J) vaa 

• laDdllaa iD ~h• hi.toJ~F or !t)fth.,., :tzoel_.. !'be• tn)18rt:lte 

talke between the l•a.tn of d\e Ronhen IreJAftd ~Htrtiea • 

i:be -..,Qtlw dee:l~, .a the DtiDlaten of Britain ud t.he 

la-Uh ~- let -o the qn--~ on ~--naG 't.twaen 

t.he -. ..... uuwa of la:Jtb aeatlona of the co.eity in 

-rtta.n I nlend. Tbla vaa 1:be dCJi* _,. ~ by the 

canaerwtl,. oow~ " vlw poltt:tcal GO\JhOe t.o 'the 

looel .-o1&Uea1 .. rti•• dadna ite laat phaM ot ita ~eun 



'rbe •in »oiftta Jft the evces,..t ver• (a) th~ a 

Coanctl of Jhl•d ~OIIad of •ve •intaca fiOIB the Jrtah 

a.pqbllo ud the ee ._ -'bera of tbe lbrtb~ Intlalld 

~a~~aut.tw, • Conwtatlft A••.tty and a -.-ana~e, 

aaaifted bJ' 10 .._ •• •ah t1011 the llowthtn Jnleac1 A•••t4y 

ed the Dail, IIMMI\d be a.t •r eftd (b) the~ &ntain •u! ~be 

Sl'i.at Repulaljc ~4 notate&- aol-.t dee1arattcn• vtt:b tt. 

untua NattOD• u the etteat ~t the a.tua of -.~ .... 

lnled oocal~ eat be oh~ed wi~hoc the CODaeet. of a •Jortty 

a the JJXOWDCI., (C) thft, an JftQ1o.ll'iab CloalllUeioD ~ JQd.at.a 

VOQlcl ..-tDe .PiaPO•l• for dealinV vtt.h f1llillt.tve off•den 

•d •Ice ~eCOIDII\dattana, (d) the Bdtta QOWI'I8•t ~.._. 

•w bc'iDQ a.ttn~lon t.o an •d tD lbahan Icel•d fol" all 

.-t.ioaw of the ac--.r .. ~ •• .,_ •• the ..oul~y attuKiaa 

»ellftita•. 37 The Brltleb P..._ Mtalaer, E&.acd HeRh velc:olltef! 

th!a lliOW ed •ta ~ ttlla ~·~t wa• •a ~ CODaiden'bl• 

echtav .. nt•. 38 

oa 11 o.o~. 1971, the PclweK'-4tusnno a.-&Dlantlcm 

vu awolft ill ,,, Belfaa aad ••--' off&ee on 1 Juuary 197•, 

•• 

•• 

Jda H_., llfbe Jdlh O•aUCilt A Brltllh Paobl••, 
(.., YOdt) 1 ~1. 58 1 flO• 2, Winter 1979/80, 
... Wil80D, ft• 21, .P• 70e 

e3981" 0
1
8allenae, 1~ ff 'nlfti' a·~&\'RI gC lii..H (RI»Wtt, u.s.A~ il, P• aD tiD - MC 

Alnater, n. 26, .P• 131 • 

DRS.I Sll IAJ.• ( Nw Yolk), 9-15 Deaelbber 1973, P• 10 •• 
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wt* lriaa Pa'I!Jcner •• the Clls..f WX.:.atlw .•d Geard Fit.t, 

l•deK" of the :il>LP. •• bie de»UtY· Bat thta pcwer.ahadftQ 

~ IAI»u ~ a- to p:~~Wer it feUed ~o •Sntain 

,peece a Honben JnJ.eDd. MedJB Raea, who nplacted Fnt'lei• 

p,_ •• t.be aeo~r-.aQ ~ ••• fo~r M>lthem Irel•d Sl1 ~arch 

1974, •ld tlaa~ he woald follow the .POlicy of t.be o11tQoiftQ 

~-• •d •••ned, in • •Jo~ ttebete on the 171ater 

ait~lCD OD 4 ~d.l 1974, t.h~s 

Wb•,.,. ,_.. iD O,piJ08ltlca we -.PPOrted ~he ~C._ 
,.oua at!lljJaUtcat.toe ID it.• poliaie•• •• bet! 
0111' dSffel'eeea, 'bat c:a all ~tera of pdnaiple 
~hen vaa all-.Pert7 IIQPpoct for ~· GoftiDII8ft~ 
of •he a.y. It u ou aiJD t.o •Snt.aiD tbu 
._,~ti'Qaeh towerda Rortbern Jrelan4 ill thla ParUa
~~e~. o• pollal .. will lie flad:~ t.aed on '=.ho
ot oa~ pzoef1eceiPOI"8 SD of flee • • • • ( Jt) 

~eu, the P~-aaftD9 DecutlW vbicb Wllllall 

Whaelw ao ~de.Uldllvly Ntablitlhed at the sannlngdale 

Col'llf•coe ill O.C.ber, t9,3, •• owr Ull'bWD b.r Ulaea

WoiiiKa Counail (wbjah bad *- eatabllabet! ill 197J followtao 

~ colla,p• of the Lo,.l:let Auoeillt!Oil of lfoften), on 29 

~ 1974, .... they oqanletM!. o~er•l atrike which genly-.1 

~ ..,.c:.tc life :ln lbl"tbem Jftll•d• 40 Hawe•r• ~he Labour 

•• 
•• 
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GoWtmJll4r.t did Dot roan eitnilar effort 88 the COn•rwtiW.t 

heft ahovn. Hie! f.;ei'J.~ Reett QOne for the nerptietiorl With 

:nat• Worken• coanc11 t UHC) , whe Brian FatllkDft adviaed 

hJift to o~ e "dielov•• with the atdke lea~a. the ait.tatlon 

ooald have bee ~fferet. Inat•d, in a televiaed apeech on 

25 May 1974 Sdt ill\ Pdme "''*'later, Hero lett Wtlmn, called 

t."-t ( tMC) •• -tht~~a• •4 •btd.tlea•. 41 

'rboUQh oe C Apl'11 1914, the Bl'itiab Labour Pertf' had 

outl:I.Ded e ntW PE'O(Jr ... f~ I' A:trtbem Jl'cltl81ld, whid\ lncl\ded 

the .Phaaed rel•ee af pd.aonera held without t.dal in lbrthe~ 

lntleD4r ceowt of the t:.ft c. the P&Ote~ tJlftW Volet•• 

FO&'Oe •d tJat S!m Tetn, the IRA1 a .POllt.ieel ADaf ncruit~ 

of ., .. Catholic a ta ,_..he AoJal Ul.ter OH1aab.d.aqt, 01-•· a 

owrvhelatlll91Y Proteauat PQ'liae fo~r •d i..,.diate aasiqa.. 

~ CJf .a a troopa fow a lftlljor opcat ioD to il.-..-t .,,_.t 
r4 ••• •d e~~Ploalftll U*o t.he PI'Ow.noe.•2 

~ ' July 1914, tlhort.ly at~• tbe tDti'04\III:tion of 

diftlft EUle, the Gowmlllllt. pabllllhed .r1othw WbSt.e Pa,per, 

'Dt linhi'A I gtpd COO&"&l1m •. eontaiat.av nw p~CMala 

whioh v.n .,._eqaatly •-*ect •• paft o t ~. lbftbenl Inland 

~ 197•• Thla Mt pet;'Ytcled fow • CODittituttonel conwntiOI'l 

~ 78 -beh to be eleat:ad Oil • ad~t •-ber.o beat• fi'OII! 

~. 12 ptJ:1l8a\41D~•J:Y can at t~aenclea by the alDQle tnftafenble 

41. fpcta em rtts. 1 JQH 1974, .P• 431. 

42. Ibit1. 
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~· 1Mthoc1 of .P&t-~rttcaal .... ...-tat:lCD •to eOilatdec what. 

Pl'OYiaion f. or the Gownaaner-·t of ttbzthem J nlabl! Ia likely to 

eo~••d the .oat vt.aa.,...d ae~eae ~ the ~ity 

tbce•.•J 

The Jet al.o noYided that the eon~tca lbotd.t! haw 

.a tD~t Chailll8"64 eDL'I tleeided QPoa ita ewe »meedure, 

tbet tbe CGn9etiaft abollld jJI'Oduee • l'eport (or l'tP>I'te) on 

ita oonoluaton• to the secnteey of stne who in hie tu.m 

would l•Y it before the Pull ... ~, Bd that tbe a;,avet.iolt 

ahowlt! be dtaacl ved on the <late wh• ~ flul hiJOft wee 

dellWI"ed, or at• IDGiltha aft• the fi•at ..-.. of the 

con~ 1on, vhSche'WII!" wae the .. rlt•• la ol'4• t:o help the 

~. or the Q)nYentton 1n ~ell' deltl»•tklna, tbe Oblt..S 

ltbQdoa ao•ruttat PQbltabed three di.cwtalOD ,pepera oe the 

me iD ta•• nquidft; CODeldentiOih 

'rhe Hozotben~ Il:'el•d A8aedd7 vaa dia.,lved at the ed 

~ Mazch 1975 end eleattc:aa to the Cc:WlWilttca w.n held iD 

eerly May. '1'be ~lted tJlatar ~lcnla cowaoll. who• bead 

waa Bmeat Daird, CCD.PrlMd of t.he Official ttsicrltat.a. ~he 

vev•l'd ~taniat and the o..oentta ~iCI'ltat Part,, von ~ 

out of the ?I -ta. The nwaber o t -.eta von bt' .-ch Party 

•• •• follovat ot ft.clal ~ionia 20, v.mv•w<~ ~tontat 14. 

~ntio UD1onUt party 12. Ift4epmdet Ubtan1• party 1. 

UK, H.M.s.o., 11\1 Bortb•m trelapd ccmtttt.ss&cm. Olh~. 
5o75 ( 1974). g. 11: 

'i'he e.ppoSa taeto ef t:be Cba 11!'11U ( .Ur Robert Lowry. a 
focmer LOrd Gtltef JUat1ce of Northem Inland) vea 
8ftft0Wloed in March 1975. 
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tlllon1alt Pel'ty of !iortben Inlaed (t~a-. Paullin•' 8 Party) 5, 

._-.,p 17 1 Allieaae Part7 8, 81lc! Northam I relent! Le)t)\11" 

P~ty leU 

tt•IWilUe Mel"lJD Reea, ~be aeont•l'l' of aet.e t• 

Nofth.a. lnletuJ, eaked polit:iaal pertt.ee aDd ot:her bodiea 

fow thelw ,..,. about the face •pe of t.he aathorit7, end 

aid that. bu aboM wo111d ft'fleat t.he Gowtta181& • a bolHI of 

•~•dllg t.he ecoe.Ptab111tJ' of the Royal Ulater oanatebule:ry. 

The CCIDatt t\ltlczal Coe.,_t101l l:a:lan ita vork later: Sa May 

19?5 bat bDaie differeneea of opil:tica 81'0M, pu:ticulady 

bet,.. the U'JUC •<" the SlLP. The ean....,Uon waa dia.o1~ 

iD ao.-abltl' 1975 afur \1:>tiaQ ~t the ~edationa of 

the uuuc abotd.d be pn.-~e4 to t:.he a.c"tery oE st.te •• 

~be oaavett.on• • fiDal ~t .• bat •fol't .. tely, it •• 

nj~e4 - t.he SlLP. The ODDwnUoa vaa ncoa.._, iD 

J••~ 1976 to oorud.der oKtaln ~~P«tific .... una nt•nc'l 

to it 'by the S.CNte&y of ~Ute for Nol'them ll'el•d• but we• 

diM01Yed in March 1976 wher. lt .,... cl•Jr th• t.h•e waa 

no li'X'O~ of ~reemeat. between the J~artiee ud ~ OOIII*o

miH waa ilapoaatbl• 46 

Follawlft9 the fiftal c!ialtc.·lutioD of the ODnatit'*ianal 

Oallwnticm the Govemanet concluded th•t a pedod of co~ at.it\1.

tioDel ata'bilit.y vea Deeded to tackle t.he Pro•ne••• economic 

ts. 

"'· 



end 88Car1ty i>l'Oblema, although the aim wea at111 for a 

t:1.-l~ ay.tem of qo~mmet m P.orthem IffiellcS. :Jireet 

114e. •• PI!Ovif!ed for 1b the Roftbern Irelf!Jld .k* 1914, waa 

r:eewed for the aeconrt ttlne 1D J\lly 1976 (and aub8equetly for 

:u&'ther jHtrtoda of a y•r 1D J-ay 1977 end JUDe 1978 end 

avalft dter 1978 till ifli'ttWitbel' 1992 it •• rG~t.,ed annually). 

Talu llet.,.._ the polit :\cal ~rtt.. in the latt!er pert of 

1976 ahoved th~ there vaa evreeent on the principle of 

<lev_ lutton ed the GowDlmeot reaffiJ:~Htd Oft 1'1181!Y occaatons 

~bet ita objectiw waa for a aeble •d duh'ble fon of 

develol*l ad de~l'llfld oo••aaet: wbtoh COH"t!ft&!td the aUi>.POrt 

of t.he •a •Jorit.y of t.he populet.ton. 

b JUDe 1978 the _.!tUb GOMIIUDeDt ~ain oQtljatd 

the ftw crtteria: (a) there ahould be • .tnole Aaa•bly, 

elecKecl by ~portiODill l"t,PnaentestiCilr (b) t:bat the Aasernbly 

llhould .. ceu. reel nlllQftaibUity owr a vt<!e 1"8n9• of 

fUhCtiona ed hew a conaultat1'ft role in leotalat:ionr (e} 

t.be aneftQ_.ta 41ho'Qld be t~nry an(! en~eaQe .PEOQJreaa to 

f\111 legialat1w dewll.ltlonr (d) although teponzy, they 

reua be dunble vhieh aneerus that tuinor1ty ifttece11ta anllllt be 

•teguarded and that Northem lnlec! polltj.oal pertlee muat. 

be praparen to mt!ke t.he workt (e) they mtast ~Rake voo~ adrnj.r.i._ 

tzoau .. ••-· 

Q! 3 May 19'79 the eon.erwttw Oowmmct. oame to power 

in Brlt.ain and Roy f;a-.,n •• replace<! by H~zey Atkins. 

1)1J:ee!t l'\lle contin\lOCl only in the e.bdence of aQreel*lt: withlr 
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Noatbem JleleD4 on e ton of dnolWd voWl'D~. Howewr, 

H~"' Atkifts, .S.CI8tld'Y' of state f~ Northem !releDd, Rid 

In tbe Bo- of ~• c.m 2 July 1979a 

Dt..- Nle ia not ~he bHt. wy ~ athtniaterlrl<J 
the af re.U• of 5ortb~ lnl.ad. It vaa deaiVDed 
CDly •• aa lfttc"a qnemet, a .to.P-Ga» •••• The 
ao-..-.nt do Dot WDt dlnet. nle to ecrattn• 
eay 1Cb9• than i• atrlaUy 11.,.-rr. ~~ la ., 
•••• wUb to •• It awpleced - • fom of 
QOWaP-" "'lab vUl • •• otw to the ~Pl• of 
Mofthea I~wtled 110ft GODti'Ol O.W tbeitt otm 
effeil'a • ••• (.f7) 

!'o nglec. dinet. nl• the COn•"-tti• Gofti'Ulet toot 

a DW Sni~iat.iw for it• i'Olltictll .olutiGD and • 25 <*obel." 

19'79 the .tieelftuy of .Aete. H~_, Atkin8, -OUDCet! that 

t.he Gov.••- would put t.o Parli .... t at • •dy ~• 

.,~•1• for tnmafurSDg ... of t:he PfNC w 1ooa11y-elect41(! 

np-~atiYea of dle oo,...._t. Sa Roftbca Il"el-d, vhScb 

will t:be ex.-et~ fi'CIIft w..uaJDster. A1110 there woulc1 be 

"l"eB80Dable and 8iJpZQpdat.e lft'UtQ..,ta b) tab eaco.-t ~ 

the SDtenllta of the lldnortt:y-. 11ft thta oonte.t tbe Oo"IIUIIet 

publiehed • White p.,_48, b GeBDrst. pf lo!ShiD laJ.ad -

a !fells'N bR• fOE I oat·-·· ill fto'Niftber 1919. J t -· 

atated a thu tlbite Pta~ that the»~ caJtenlloe vodd 

be ocmcemed with P4l tnnafer of power within the~~~-' 

KiDQdom bat 1~ woald not diaaua iaaaea like 'lrlab t~ity•. 

~. 

•• 
tat, caa::cea. hrlii~EI!""'a. eedea s • .ol. 969, 
••SOD 19'79.-lm, CO a. • 

A "White Pltper" 1a a ate ~t of gowa.et .POl icy, 
and a -o•• .Ptpar•- outl• .. vowm .. t ~hSnlttftQ and 
1• fO&" di8CWidcm. 
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Ol' •Q)nfederetion• oc 'ln~clenco•. However, thia t1bite 

Peper p:m.,oaed a oonfel't'11Ce of t.he •tn golltteal partie• to 

t&y to ceech the h!9hea 1~ of llQ n•en~ on a u-eafer of 

pcM~ra u, 1oeal17 el~ed l'e~P .. .-tatiwa. Whtl• the Govermnet 

lltet«J tt.a vUlinan ... ~ nc~d to Pllrlta._t any VOI'kable 

t•l!afel' of ~n wblah mic;lht be aaceitted or t~Cceptable to 

~ geogle of Nol't.~ Jl'elend •• a ~1•• lt •td that • 

.., ~~.-a IIWit be aou;b1! whieb would take full actfJD_. of 

~be neeJ• and anxte•tea or both ddee of tbe COM!Qh tty. f9 

Tbe 1979 White Vapec had set o'* aa ev•tta tor the 

Confenmae •der' three h•dlno•• (i) the u~ue of the dewl .. d 

bat.~ uttooar ( U) ~he .-.owera to be dnol 'led aD4 ( i 11.) the 

wye of •feQ\18~ the in~--•• of the IBtnortty. The 

inaltutioDa ,.._ vaa nlated 1:o the uua1 dnolutloa 119t~tc1e 

the -.tbo4 of !:l.ctioll, tho a.-t•e of the LeotalatUft •-' the 

RlMIC!tat:lw .nd i:he type of eo•itt• ayM:_, advi.,IY or 

irlw.tSQatlw. on the queetlon of iiQWtlra to be tnnafeft'ef!,. 

it. aaed \11\.thC' ~b- ehoult! be like 19?3 Cbruatttution,. t.e. 

aSmilal' to .st.oancet•e ~· of 4e.o1~ IIO'Mra, eJml\ldSno 

IMIOUI:'it.y •d 1• aDd ol'der. Altemetively, a 110n 1tlft1te4 

aeoo• of flaCtiGna 0011ld .. tt. .. l .... for ... 1 •• the 8\lbj.cts 

dnolwd could ,_ ... atwleted t:o ~ho• ~ ia the n-.panatbt11ty 

of loeal at&bortt1• ill G..- Bdujlh The aeDDDII iaaue vea 

nle~e4 ~ the ext•t to vhf.Ch ,pov.a ahoGld be t&enafeft'84. 
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11\ tbia nver<J three bloed ~Mtbilit1(!8 were ltletifieda 

(al the uanatea- of all excutlw and leglalet1w gawerat 

(b) the t-afel' of all e.autlw ,powr•r (c) ud the tt.,.,_. 
of ca17 t.bo• .,_tatlw powara 'Wbicb vel'e ._milled bf local 

autbol'itiea ia Ga.t Br~alft. '!be tht~ optiott (a), abed 

~ go.UbilitY of dl.Sdtao the PIOftllt!e into wo ow .on 

~I.Oal anae to -..a~. U.Sa J.WJO• of ~n. 1ft etfelft 

a fonl of 1oaa1 oow~. l~ had tae.ft ... wned In tba ,..~. 

before 1979 that ~ CoftliKWti._ weN .Pl•ntnv • cJefinite 

~tl06l0•1 ~ latiOdtaOe .,.. ~-- of loaal QOWC'nJae~ •• e 

•1~-ettw u • .._lWd -io•l oo..a••-*• 50 

QIL ~be 101e ~ t:be .. inor&t.sr, ~'• 'ifhi~• ~·· ,..,. 

wr:e cmoe ... le a 18-'K••'* of the .,.,., ........ a •Saee 

19,2, -d .... Of the la..a dUaU.-d aa JJO•ilae II ••• of 

~'•~Ia- tbe Sat-• of ~ •tDol'a7 wwe .amUe~r t:o thoM 

l"lt fOIWII&'d ill the 19Y.t llhl~e Pepe&-. 'i'tau ~-- ven J)&'O»>Mla 

fOI' vetQh~e4 wtea ID • 1•1•111t.iw Ol' w.SQhttMJ ., ... 1ft a 

\1JIP81' Ho- c. f.D., a wto bf ~ 8el:tlfta2!' of Allte at t:he 

••.-a• of a IIMi:ed atno.:tt.y of -bera. Row.'•• ~. 
aa~ ... .a ext•t. of f··:Snoi'~'J' p.Ric~ioa ta ~lac... 

-kino VU"e cl-lBtld 1l*o t.hree oat~Qt>d.••• 

(a) by Qpe»lfttalent. • DIICOO'ft iaJaV c.aftalD crt tela • .. ... . .,., 
(b) JD gro~iCJil t.o pel'ty atnNJtba lD the .. lec1:.S 

trx1y t~bly)r 
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(c) by electS. ttl~ber by the eaoembly or by the 

eleotonte •• a whole. 51 An altemauw foca of 

aJIIol'it7 pa~iclPettce •• al., put fonel'd. If 

...,.aiw j»>Wel"a ~resided in COMfttt.te•, eeeh vltb 

~atblll~'f for cemSD aubjeet.e, •monty 
~rtlctJ?ettaa oould teJr.e tbe form of e IMn of 

cha&..-e.t.~ eatVor .-.Oft aoaat~tee .. 
Table- 1 51 

MSWfl A 

ataGl• c:haBlber Aa.-nb17. 
Cllablet G~~ 
f ... .., 1:1.r leaveat garty. 
.. leat caa.t"-· 

8---lMF.t•• 
C.ltilatll Go ........ alft 
foned b.r leaveat: P8RY• 
select: coanttt••• 

lJpdll c 

~ Me•bl.Y with • 
11'/ttt• of Bxecatiw Qafti•••• ChatiS1an 
to eat. •• M&Dift••• 

51• l 'bide , PP• 8..9. 

52. Ibid., W• 12-20. 

Fdl ~·of 
.,.,.. ... tlac 
to 1913 Act 
acl '&df.lu; 1 f/11 

atld ordar. 

Fall &'lft9• of 
lJOV«I'II dld.ler -0 1973 1Ift 
..,l~IDQ lev 
and ort.ter. 

Fall IWlQ8 of fllrN•• aiJD.Uar 
to 1973 Aat 
eJ~:ludSav lw 
end ocd•• 

Z.Ctltift aacS lAI;la
latlw •-"J.at h 
-~-' •Jonty. 
50 per o•~ of 
eeleet acr 1 :lttee 
Chal11118ftllhlp• -~ 
•...-rahtp. 

Bq.-1/1.81'98 
l'fl'l'••ni!atioD SD 
-•• ..t/Or 
'W81Qht~ •Jort ty 
SD s-ate. 

Chatmentlhl.P •-' 
Cclaral1:~- aaembera 
elloa.t«J 011 • 
P&OilOftianate bad• 
or UM of ~1•1 
repft58')tet ion oc 
wetght.ed mejort~ty. 



MMJ. p 
Elected Co~all. 
A ay.t.• of w.ctative 
Q)lsltt••· 

tAA•& I 

Elected Council. 
Nl ~uttve ba..S 
c.- a aabln« .,. .... 
3elect COtoalltteea. 

~ell 

Elected COUilOU 
0~ Q)\8"1C1ls 
linked wtt:b 
f~loDal 
a::..st.teea. 
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EJ~eeuttw 
fUDCtiOb8 ot 
lionh.m ll'el~d 
DtlpartlftfDt. 

Bxecutiw 
fwJCtlolla of 
Nontutn» trell'Jild 
DeiJert:znet •• 

Ae~~PCD atbilitlea 
aimUal' t.o local 
QO ... nntllt. 1D 
l'ft91aDde 

dlalt!lltn-.s.p at'ld 
CbMdt tee IMiftbar e 
alloeeted oe a pro.. 
gortioftate beat• or 
ue of ..,.atal 
~J~aa..,taUon or 
wetvhted a.jority. 

BJCCdtlw .abj~ tc• 
-*• by wlobt-' 
a.Jod.ty. 50 per cet 
n~JI'M•tatlon tn 
c:oa. it tee Clal~WCJ
.. lp. end eoatnlt tee 
•.-benbtg. 

Allocet 10ft ot dlair
IRaftahjp ud ~llhiP 
of Ollnmittee on • 
pmportlon ge beaa. 
I!Peaiel &-ePJ:eeor*etion 
or <!eel dona by 
VUQhted .. jol'lty 

Ia the 19'79 Wol'ld.Dg P~er. aix UUWlea of dlfferet 

foma of oowmm-* were ;twe which were nmibl•ast of ~he 

1974 White Peger 011 Dnoluticm vtthtll the ~lt.ed KSDQ~. 

The IIOdela SacoJPC:·r~et! bad three ••JOI' faoeta, the toaa of 

iaet1 t..&icoa, t.be .POV•• ~ be ••I'CS.aed and the 1'01• of the 

m:lnonty ad ~ell' ma1ft f.-una are outltaett ID Table 1. 

In Jan...-y 1980 •~r.&n• cbelwed a confea.tCe to which 

the fou NiD i'Olltleel parties 1n Northern Il'el•d ( o.emoa ... t Se 
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tationift Pert.y, the /alliance Party, s:1LP and Offtolal urtic.nSat 

.,artY) were mYited in vh1eb ~hr• aece~e4 t.o trt~ed the 

Clxlfer:enoe to nelve the ena1• ( ..:ept ouP). The PUirPOtle 

of the OOftf•eoa, which vea ope., on ' JanlJBI'Y 19110 e(9 

vaa adjoumad on 24 Memh, wa to identify the hiqbeat. ~aalble 

1.-raJ. of avr:e.-t on the way ill 'Which powera mtoht 'be ~nna

fened fiOIII Weatldottt• to the looeJ.ly eleoted cepnae~atiw. 

in Bot"t:hel:ft Inl.en<'!. But t.he ~fereace fatl.S ~o nach on 

eny e~u:ee~net on e fut•e ayate of OOWI"nmfmt: fort l'lofthCI'l 

lr:ellll'u.1. 

However, ill the lie;'* of the deliberations at tbe 

<lMlies'enoe, ~. GoV81'aaer~ PQbll.tled Of' 2 Jaly 1980, a dtacuaa!on 

.Pe!Htl', ,. GQ!II•d of Nolt.bw xreJ.·~· P19WM1• far fuct:J!tr 

a&•rvtsw, .tltch arvtMd that Nort.hera Jrelud n..S.d vodtable 

act atable MOUtieal SDati~utlone vtth the eOil.-t of the 

m inol"ity C:Oilncmtty. It -·~ that the d ... loJJa•t of aw 

lil011t1aal anenvtamta *' Nertheat tnl•d 11aa .-.t CJh the 

fo11owlD9 fotm~tonat -the lftbo rlt7 ooaaalty aho1114 lila 

acmfidant tMt. aol'ther., Inland cunot. 'be -..ated from the 

rut of the taslt.ed Kift9d• vS.t.boat the ctCIIl~ of a •Saori~ 

of it.a iMIOPlet t:he ainortt:y col!t!nlftlt:y aho\lld eeGept! abl! .-a~,PeCtt 

~bet feetr enc! Sn l'ltiPlDM t.he mejortt:y 8hoald eneun • 

i~Cd U-. .:Ole fOI" tbe I!Wlori~'J' COIIINIII'\it.y in 81'&8Jlg-.rtt.a for 

t.lw QO'ft&' .. eat of Northem Irelead. Md it: ie iD the tntena~• 

of 'b:'Jth OOdt1mitlea t:o ~tae aft4 clrlelop the l!nka t:b• 

ex1et. between Nor~enl lrelnnd and the Re_publia af 
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HOIWeVC, the d1.ewt:t101l paper a~Xec that ~hen vaa 

~tal ean••nen~ CJD •DY '--like t:he ~n of locally 

el~ed edlltDietntion • a UDiC8118Rl eaMI!'.bly, PIO~rt10fta1 

rt~PJ:ea«J~attoe eleei:lona, tbe ~·of ~1..-d PDV••• ~· 

offtce of JecaetAIY of sta~• a'.ld •fe;•rda w;ejrult dJ.ecriml

nation, etc. t'bia, bc:Ne¥c, dia not &W17 ~o •• ei'UC1al 

, .... , bow Plb'lia1on llhould be Nde for the parUeipatlon 

of re,.;waentat.iwa of the minority coltlfmmi~y in the Go...riWle~. 

The last part of the dtaetaaldon paper dealt wtt.h the a\IQQestlona 

fo~ ithe tnw1Y8Niat. Oft the •tnorlt)' eot~~nanlt.y. 

'IVo opticna included in the d1 dC..-tCirl ,paper ~o Mfe;qerc! 

t.he tmeresta of the ataortty in the exerci .. of af1tbc.,r1t.y in 

t:iorthern Irelfllld wrea (1) • ayat- vbicb 01ai:IID~•t! eny 

.llflftY• WiDnint:l • aeft8ift 9KO.POI'tiOD of the populU: ~ •• a 

seat 1ft the Dec'ltiWI and (11) the fol'llatlaft of an ~ut.lve 

by nf4tl'enc:e to the at.-.vtb of the Partioa el~4tt1 to 8ft 

/&..-nbly or the .P:> .. lld.• dii"8C't el8C't.1on ot aa s.catt ... 

which ..... a .Pow•-lharP9 QOVC1111811t • 

The Go'NI'DDmt•a •zv~t.• for it veze th• •u tbe 

a~loa of a ••• which eaund t~ the minority COIIIRanit:7 

bad ~eaea ora the Dec.at.iw vo\114 ocucl.ally affect the at titwte 

of ... 11aoritJ' tower~ ~~ of the political tnatttut:lona 

of t:ol'thena J .. l•d• the tMt tL~')artit\lt .. • pcN'eCf\11 r•.,n 
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why the Dejortqo crccmetty tlhoUltl .Put eatde tts mt~~gSftJ\Qa 

ana aooept • ayat.ern of • pmport1onately conatttuted exeau

ttw"•'' 

Pow•• lble of the t-inortty 

---------------------------------------------------------

I
Re~abi uty 

Model A ahel"ed Within 
tile .-cutt.,. 

aiagle A•sably Full nDQe 
cabiaet. De.Peft- crt JIOW .. 
metal co.ntt._._ •• atmllar to 

1973 

1
Rell!i)()ftaib111ty 

t~odel 8 llhea.d with&a 
the~., 

stnvt• ~bly, Full a.oe 
O.bSftet ~rt- of powu• 
.-tal O..ltt..... .tllilel" 

ooeotl of the ~ 197J. 
Aa.-nbly. 

V•bertlhtp of a 
Cbunoil of the 
.AaH19bly vttb 
blocddDQ ,powen. 

-----------------------------------------------------·---
lD the Model A, the Dinorit1ea ven Gt9e the .,.'berahi,p 

or t:he BBee'-ltlw. but ta Jo!odel B, they were nfnJitea fiOIB 

~• metnberah~ of the 112~1,.. Newrtbeleas, it vea 

aagrg.o&Ud that. tbe IRborlty without: be1DQ aep....,.ted 1n the 

RXcutlw coul.Cl ehal'e r..-on•1b11tty for the a~tet.raticn 

54. Jbtd., ~· 12. 

55. Ibid., W• lJ-1'• 
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and to - t.hat: ~. &Dtenata of the mlnonty OOIIfttaity 

were adequftely refl-*ed in the dectaiona of the oowrl'llleftt. 

Ill the Model a, it •• alao .P~Md a COWtell of tlwa .a•ebly 

Witte - equal D,.._ 'be'tweeft tho• 8\1PPOI't1fto ana tho• 

~ldaa tbe Dea~l-. Futhel', the coectll vodt! oonatat 

of ~· CheU.. of &lpaftllental eoaaS.\teea. The Co•ctil 

hne -- ilWU' to deley, 1'8f81' bwk 01' block ~b. pmp:»..S 

legialetioa, or the poww to _. ... ,. i~ubllc eJIPSl41tun. 

It vaa »>iftt.fk! out that the P&OilOMd avat:• eoald not 

wt>"- wltho\lt the ~n. of the two coanmlt1•• lfhe 

Gow•r•t COtlld o~e fa&~ u4 wo•ld.• tNJtitutt.aa, ~. 

it. ODU14 ao~ cnet:e ~. wlU to •1ut ~ taatttllttao von. 
~1', .-JdDI ta a TV .Pftl&eBN of ~ B8C CID 1 JGae 

1911., ••rbny Mldaa, t11e t1ee1...U17 of a•t• for .. fthem 

......... ~iaed dt*endD4MI ~ 

... k • JJOlitjcal way fo&Veftt. Je thla -&'<! in au er 1981, 

he ._o.o.a hla S.ent.l~ to di.aaaa vtth local JM)lt~iaiana 

a PI'O»o•l t.o eae!al.tl a nCJe..e••'* '" SorthC'D 1 nl•tt 

Coeau viU. t.he fo11owtD9 f~ion•• 56 

(1) t.o OGBaider •4 npol't. to the ileel'ftai'Y of state 

• tbe eatiYlt.i .. of the taOI'tbem Xnl•d -al't2MI'lt.ar 

(2) to •nt.inS. pr'Cip4Nda fbr le;lalattont .a 
(I) •• •Ice pnrpo•l• fOI! the fut.-e vowcftl&et of Rol'them 

Il'tll•d t:hK atQbt lie aeoepteble -o bot.h ~at.• of ~ 

c~..Ut.y t~. 

56. 



,. 
TheM !11'090•1• proWd •at.tnetiw t.o t:be local politi

c!•• ad at:~a to eoa;• th• Sa Ml'lou. dtaewaacca on 

~ PIOPGMla failed. Ia ~1 1982 the ~ited 1Cin9t!oll 

GoWIDIDIDt: .-baaed ce • new init:1at1w to contiftue ita 

-l'Ch for a widely acc.,Uble fone of de11o1~ QOWIIall*'t• 

Yol' thia it i'Wallthed • White PQer Gil IRnh•m !EIJalda 6 
In the White P_.,er the Gowml!lellt: 

Ja>IOilOI-' that. J 

(a) .11ft elec&ion aba11 • held fol' a MonhC'D Jrel•d 

(b) The Aa~7• faom ita tlle~ton. will he• -~SftiaJD<:J 

del1benUw ec! GOI'laultattw f••lona. 

(c) The ~):)17' vUl elm be a*-! \\o INCODB•d to the 

MCntacy of state ecnno...,t.a ~du which the Whole 

oa J~eft. of the .-v• of leoialat:tw ana .-outtw 

n~.dbilttiea pn'ri.ouly taDefer"d •"-' the 

&oRb .. ll'elaiW! QJn•~t'*1CID ~ 1971 OOGld be ex..,iaed 

by tbe M_..bly and • devolwc! adlfttl"tatraticD •---bl• 

to St. 

(d) Pm~ded cecteift antC'ia are •ttaf'l•d• ~ Gownl~Det: 

ViU nco--d to Per11••1Dt that dw aft8DQ ... t• 

ftCCJI'Ieded by dle w.hly tlhould be P.Pl-tec! cmd 

awmpcs.-. povera tnnefeft'ed. 58 
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'There wdd be a 7~ .micemeral AeS•blY electec! 

by the •in91• t&Wlafenl4e ~· MtJaod of p~Uoul 

awne•~•uon, with eeeb Par11...-tarr CODatStaeoy ntuanint 

• .P-&""*1 --. .. of ~Rembera to the Aa-t4y. Klecttiona 

~d be held • ao october 1912 anct a~t11 it wutd 

IIIJI.ld .. , fOUl,. ... !hi ~JrUejpal taak of the ~--bly 
woatd be to _.. -vn.-t oe ~198'! f.-Sona vau14 

-~.59 

Elect.iana vwe held ia llortb.-.. J"111S4 ce 20 Oftobea-

1982 t.O eaabli8h the ,PJ:'OP:>•d 78-l..t.r floftherr. JNlM4 

b&-..bly. 1ft the elee~lane ~he O!fleSal UDiaBUte Qot 26 

.-te, oe.aantic V.Jiftloniate 21 -.t.e. &»cal beaoel:at.te and 

Lebou Pal'ty 14, AllS.cte Ptll'ty 10, aJu Ftdn s, ta&lptDrat 

tJaioDlet l and Olster PClp\lle&" taslanift Paftl' tot. 1 -··· 

Blllt, aotalal~, Ja tbe n.wty canat.l~'*ec! Rorthe~n tl'el•d 

MMIAhly the Catholic tbmlnated soatal Dellocnt.Se •a Lamu 

Party and sa. Fein haw ntul'fted ~ t:eke their -t.a, poain9 

a qutlfltlan •~k an the etft.cteney or the Ae••ftllblY'• fecttcn 

aDd aleo OR the We.ftmtnetlet" Pllll ~ naon a -aaJ:e of 

home 1111• foa- Nort.han Inland. Altho1JIIh ~. nev Ae.-bly 

t.a at.afted fUil~laft~, it: ~n ~at the el.~Sona baWl 

not ba>ug'* ~ ._Ide cheDgO tn the altua1:tara p..,.let 1ft 

N Ol'thena tl"elmd. 

59. lhld. 

60. 1'bt I&Mt• 2S {'Ctober 1992. 
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&!bee 1972, beni~G a f., lftOfttha ift 197• wben •tau.. 

fened• fancticea in NorthCB Irelllld were attfttniaer., by 

• .POWI'-ahadftO a.auttw l'e81*Udble ~a locell,._.leeted 

Aennlllbly, • IIYft• of oowrnaent Jcno,.. •• • tU ~ I'Ule • hae 

opar~td in NofthC"ft I nlUd. tMder tbe • direct nJ.e• , the 

Pe&"lia·•t. at Weamlnav • vhlch Noa1:bem XIWleD~ la 

cusn:anUy nF••••*.., by 12 14Pa, •k• law• fOI' lllol'ther:n 

~~-~ vhlle IIIOIJt. 90WI'IIIMS'Ital fanction• • ROI'them Irelud 

an ex.-ctHd \matr the dihatlaft of the Seentery of stete 

toa Rolth_. Inland, who ta a ~ of the tattt.a Kjrtqdorn 

c:ab!Det. 'r'boUIQh, ~I' jntedec! •• • ,pen ••t aoluttan. 

~ di.-at. nt• la ftftwed ersn•lly by the ~lt.ed KlnQ4om 

Parlt--t. 

Since t.he imrodw:t.iCD ~ 41~ nle ln March 1972, 

the Bdt.lllb OOWftaet baa taken ane~"al illit.ict.i,.. jn tbll 

-&Ob for a golitkel aolutice t.o the PI'Obl• *' !tGI'them 

Xnlanc!. Though Mffc~ Sa ~eb ut! in CCilt:ext, all 

wen t.U~et! tCMards the astontion of dewlut1cm to tbe 

P&Dvtnce. BGt. ncme of the1a vaa fully ecce,pteble to ~ the 

•Jor ooa.UDlt1• 1ft Borth em I nJ.m~. The lllejor at•III!BG 

ld.oek •• the :1.- of • .-autlw role row tbe maonty an 
•Y fataN dewlwd oowrnmet. • ., the previowa ett..-ta v•• 

fatl.a. lfhta wa• ., in 1975 ed 1980. Ja_. Pftor. t.he 

p .. .-t. Secaetaq of state for Nofthel.'ll X Rlatu!, •1d Sis 

Parll•••t dGftllQ tbe ~u on the eecoad ~dtn9 of the 

Honhem I nled Bill. l982s 
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The Aa-"'blY ia a nee-~ry prel.SIItnary ~o poltti
oal stability. The Bill d;) .. not. dellwr a bet~el" 
econQiftY or bet~~• I' ..-unty, bat vt.tbcn* it w 
catm'* PI\'MMed ~o • lifter atev ... Muah pettenae 
aDd funbu DeQottatiolta will follow, llld it: vtll 
t.ke ti., bit vt.~bo- the MMftl)ly- aeiWlOt Mt 
oa alODI thia road. (61) 

•rftlft.bel••• the otateosae of Brlt..tah Go.,..tet*•a 

tn1Uet1w of d...,lftd GoWI'Dieat Ja Nol'theaa lre!Amd t.a 

aU11 to co• QP vhete golit.J.aal ,pertiea of Nonhen 1 nleDCl 

vUl deaide ~- fKe. whether th., WD~ dewlwd foll'l of 

QOWl'alHDt 01" 41~ nl.. If the de'tol ved Attn*ttllti'Ricn 

bxaka a,vn. tbe laat neort wo~t.'l be the ~l..,lutton of the 

Aallembly ertd the hSQIIptton of 41 Ret: rule. MC*her point: 

&a \hat, the 1982 Act doee DOt mention any P~t11ia.ion for 

~ationa with t.be Republic or "the I l'iah otmen.ton•. Tbta 

WOUld aertaift17 P1* ota.t.alea ln the Will' of ~he ~elfttlona 

...,. •• tataea Jt1DOdoBl and dae Irilh Republtcr aDd SD 110lvtDv 

U. &orthcn Inland problelft t.hEOUQh peacefqJ. -... 



Pulit iaal Partie• lis ar:t.tat.n, 8114 uonh~ lrelaad •• 

well, baYe • ..._. the Nol'thezn Inland ~blem flt>m various 

.mol••• 'Tbeir et tltt.adea ware eordt.tioned veerelly bf the 

d-.lo»~MBta SD tbe loaal ld.~\JftiDD in R»ftbent ll"elaftd aDd 

elao br their poNible ilnJaaat on tbe pn.-t aet ~ of the 

Uftited ltiftodome 

I.T'l"l :uor:,o OF 1-AJOR RA::tO?.AL ~Aft • .!JBS 

aM Llb?g eanr 
'Jbe LeboU' Pefty wa lD jOiel' 1ft 81"lta1n 'When the 

»mbl- of No~.al Ireland c-.~ the fare in e •rjoua way. 

ADd, thel"e!ol8, the t.tabour rel'tY'• initial attttuda to ~he 

iJ&Obl•.,.. IDft Ol' 1- identleal to the tKUttade of the 

Goven.e~. Hovowr, it may be recalled t.het befon t.he 

Civil R~bt.a Aaeoc1atioa•a t4amh oa 1 Janue17 19•• et~~PeDially 

fol" •oae man ODe ¥Ote•, the Lah:.:u Party,~~~ the 

nadia .. to cany o'* Ule f:l.,. 1'0~ nfoamatioft »r:oor__.., 

i.e. ( l) a goil'lt. ••~ for hoU8lnQ elloaatlortr ( 11) the 

eppolntaet of a illlrl~tai'Y o:.nt.•ioD for Mmlniatration 

( •<abJd .. n" )I ( 1!1) abc, lit. loa of the COq;J8ftJ' •t• ln local 

eleott.oaar (lY) • ~of the ..,..eial ~· .r.ctr and (v) 

the n,plao..att of the old Londoftdei'I'Y CoEPOr~icm by a 

l>tlftlopm.-t. Q)uaisaiQn.1 But the er~~1on of violence in 

1. Johft E. Sllyu~s, ,.A setbedt for: l..ibenl Hopeat t r. Pet sley 
Runa Otpt. c.••t~eill Cloate:•, BpWlfl :ltblt (London), no. 234. 
~rll 1969 • .i)e 203. 



in Northern Inland delayer1 the reformation prool'lnl'lll8. An 

inq~ conaiutm, undel' Lol'(1 C8meZOb, vea 8ft tW to l'flfj)Ort 

the ,,.~.,.... end caw.ae• of the ftolence of 1 ~......-y 1969. 

To aan the najol' aertieea like eleautc ley, water ud othel' 

;;ublic SnatallaUona iD Nonhelh Ireland Bntiah t~t~opa wwe 

aen t. 2 .The !AboUI' Pe rt7, however, we loomed ~hta IIDW. 3 

Indeed, the I'UPGI'IIibUiq. for ee41ng tzo(lt)a ~ Northem 

Inland to combat dle Aqgua~ 1969 rtota wa alao vt th the 

Lab:>UI' Pa~. 

t~ the 1eu..1ers of ttle poli d.cal partiea in nrtt:ain, 

ntumed eftor their bmuel COnfennce, ill ~tober 1969, 

Denia H•lay, Leb;)ur Per~ l•der atatledt -Today, t:htl leenera 

of the• ~11t1ca1 partiea, juat retuD'Iet'f from their a~t•l 

canfereoea ~rtno for a <;~enenl el.:tion irs Britaift, are 

un1Ud in total eolidarit;y em the moat aploatw l•ue < tnatc 

~roblem) feeing er1ta1n et. the preaet ume• •• 

However, before the Cenenl ~lfltCt.i.OI'la were held tr. 

Britatn on 18 June 1970, LabJur Pa~ publi.tled ita manifeato 

vbich aaida 

2. 

•• 

Northem Ireland pr..-ab najor problema. Flfqo 
years of ~rty -r'o&'Y rule have led to a>ctel 
terud.one end lack of opportunit.\ea whieh ·~~d 
iftto major ~iaol'der laat sumner. 'J.'he cowl'fltent 

UK, O:.flll\Ona, ~clief'r.~lw\1•• actea 5, ~1. 782, 
eeaaion 1968- , co •• • 

UK, Cb!IDOaa. a">prliB!?!DllfiX Qstb!!iU• eert•• s, VOle '776, 
... ton 1968-69, col. • 

Mor:y Turner, "~iel ;)ernocreta end l~rthi!!rn Ireland, 
1964..197?c The ~i<:ina of the rreaent dtrUQQle", ~Q~h\y 
RIDW ( .. w Y:>l'kJ, wl. 30, no. 2, June 197A, iJ• .• 
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baa hel,ped st.eb11iae the dtuatiall e-ncJ hata Srudned 
on nforma bei~ carried 0t1t :lb Nonhem Ireland 
beeed on the paetice ar.d mnciPle of non.dt.cnmt
ftatioD. In »Bitf.cQlar, It ba• bell\ e;reed that the 
l'afOft of local oowmmet in Ulster ..,.11 p&tJceed 
8b4 t.het Centnl BoWlinG Authori~ llhell be ~ ~· 
art ti eh tzt,o!)a will rtnaln iD t!n l"theTn Ireland as 
they are needed. ( 5) 

!'be JAb:na: Pe.._ •• def•..S a the eleetlOI'le But it 

p~ed fo&- a ~eraeftt fi'Om tbe oowmiMI'It on the tbrthell'l 

Irelu~ attuaUan. ftle iDcr•aed riotlav a<J .SOleDDe in 

!Orth.m J nl.ant'J fo ned Jaraea O.llavhaft, ~dow Bo• a.cretary 

t x.~c) to a.t RegSMl~ MaudllnQ, the MW Ho• seantei'Y, for 

• fom.tal de~~. aft'•t ad charv~ of tho• n~neible 

fo~ the Yiolcmce. He also aaked for ttle •alo• coatrol ant! 

in8iH10Uoft of 11c.,eed l'lfle etut.•.6 MOire tillln 10 Labou&" 

M~a led by SiDon Mahol1, tdGD~ • at.et:entet: egaiDat violence 

lD No~elllll l~aod. 'l'!Miy el.:. eal1efl \WOft the Bri Ullh 

Gove~~ aid the GoWrND8\U of the Iri.., RePUblic •d 

tbrt:hCD IhlaDd "to a.PPI'ai• their f.all ~n:d.billUea 

&a nlatioD to the pw.,.nt dlaueaa in Irelen4"• 7 

The nault vaa the btrod\ICt:S.OD o t '1M~ • on 

9 l~uft 1911, whieh cauaed onw raeent..,t 1ft the Brttiah 

Qppo•it.J.on partie•• JAbou Perty 1-der, Marold Wil&Ml• 

t~PtNkin9 on 'lMemme~• • •ld in the Hou.e of CORR)na, on 

22 -.pt.ewtber 1971a 

s. 

'· 
1.1t, ..... cntg, etl., Britllb gam'), tl.s;lpn Maftlf!l\oJ• 
1120,1174 {London, 1975), p. • 

'Ill• IMrdlm (11'1ancheatl8r), 12 Felwu«try 191 t. 

Ibid. 
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The int.emftWIIl t U.Oiaion end the 1'\'anner in which l t wn• cerrlw.1 thrcuoh haw cr•ted e n_, and onw 
situation in t~them Ireland. Brltlah ~ntet(·r• 
ere r~ndblo t$) this aouae, end the cour• of 
this debet. the BoWie ttftd those vbofft we ~18-.mt 
han heve \be rioht ~ mueh f\lller and fnnker 
iftfoiBaUon OD where ~ Gownunan~ are qo1~, or 
think tbeJ are QO!nQ, lD tbe veeka ahead ant! what, 
if any, conaenative pco~•l• they be" fOr 
en aurlng in tbe futUI"e, •• hila not bMft tbe ca .. 
tD die ,pe~, that tide Parllem.mt encl t.be Gowrn
-.nt ~rudble _, it •-rt the aathority in 
!~rthen tnl.a.nd affetra vhieh the al~tlon nov 
naqulrea. (e) 

OWlnQ t.o raPid det.ertor:a~ion in 1:he at tasetion ln ~rthttr:n 

ln~n4, Weeaaaater decided to take ~· .-ui~ corrtro1 of 

Northel'a lnlaed iD ita ONa baDd9 , aac! iDtl:tll"lue.S •Dinct 

Rule • on 24 Marel"1 19?2 in Nor~ em Ireland. t'I'Otll the »>int 

of view of ~ Lab:>t.u: ?art:y, the •Dt.r~ Rule• vas to be 

lnt.roduee<1 in tbe PtoYinae on1J' a• a leai: n.,n. Haeol4 

t;nen, t.:tld t.be Houe of Q:n.aou, on 24 March 19'72a •r>tre:rt 

Rl.ale baa alv.ra 'beell areQelded by bo* Go.ar: .. tl"ta. ...S ~ 

'la>tb of wa 1n ~attion, ea the yez.y leat ft8;Jrt, ft:'t e 

olajecUw to 'be eoliQht for t~aelf • .-4 we baw ~~eirluf.ae(! 

Wa•.lO 

The political t.nitiat:iw tD re«>lve AM• la tbe 

1••~ qUI\ftur of 1972, Willa cta1111na~ed Into a Cbnfereee at. 

r>erlin;t.on (25-27 ~ember 1972). Merlyn t\ .. a. abetbv 

s.cr-.ay for Nol't:harn Irel-d, aajd ift • Conference of the 

a. tB, a:..nancma. ~VlHf!AI" i?tlapa, aerf.ea s. 1f01. 821, 
-ion 1970. 1. co • • 

UK, <l>ftlnt)nat. Pcrl1ctr'fiti1iiF.M' •rie• s, wl. 833, 
HUlon 1971-,2, CO a. - • 

I bide 
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~rthera Ireland Lfth,ur Pert.)' on 30 september 19?2, et Pol'ta.. 

down. thnt he ~ud the .tev th()t: in D? c1rcurut.anaea 

coUld the North bl forced ift~ the .:Joutb aQe lJ') at thel r will 

but ~t. fin IIUpa IRWit 1:le take tc ed the •diacrlm1neUob 

that u1ukuabt.U7 exiate eveinat Ca~l1ca". 11 

Howewr, on 3 octo~ 1972, 1ft the Latr ... \D" Perty Confera'lce 

at Bl&.ckjaool. Herold W1180ft Aid ~t •c:ona14entioD of • 

teit.ecl ll'eland •• necea .. I'Y in older to find a eol\tt!Oft to 

the il~bltttoa to the Northam ln1and"•12 '!be NiiUonal 

E'.XeaUtiW of the Lab:Hl~ P"'rt:v, iaaued 8 atat:eltft~t. OI'J I OCtober 

1972, whiab "-••ded an •u.oent ud n.w action• by the Br:lti.tl 

Gowmmant. on !fo~eftl troland. I~ oleo eJCP .. aaed the ~.., 

that ~. &"~aibl.llty for •eeeurity• llhoulr! &9'18in vttil 

we.-lrtaatr.13 

The border poll in NGC'them Ireland wa helt1 on B Marah 

19'73. vbtoh vaa followed by tbe Go,..rmn.nt•a *White rtJPer• 

( 20 Merch 1973) oft the CODaUt.ut.ionel P~""Rla. The Leboul' 

Par~•• •w~IICh waa fa.ollftble tD ~- propo•ls. Harold 

~ ilaDD, t.be Labou .,arty 1-d•. het'l •ld Oft 29 Mal':h 197 3 

in t.he Howte of ~nac "I will .ate for the Whit:e Paver ••• 

and ~1 ~ aa any of ou hon. frt•da •• po•lltle to VJte 

with u•• • tbouvh, he aald, "It does no~ m•n that we reqard 

11. 

12. 

lJ. 

Be • -~. 19 ) • I'• ~~ 

lbld., ~- 225. 

Ibid., P• 224. 
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the Hhite r>a4->er lla perfeet" • 14 .Another Labour leeder, Mf!rlyr: 

Reoa eotn, in Al'rll 1973, ~he~, •the aucceaa of tho Whiu 

,..~ vtll stem fi'Cr.l whet we ere doln9 ~odly, ~d we wish 

thla Blll ve11•.15 

However, the l.elx>ta Proonuane wee l:m.·uaht out in 1973 

by t.he t.abov Party on t-"brthem lrel~d, Mlds 

The teftllQitlry IIWIP8I'aion ot stonont tn Mai'Ch 1972 
.nd the 1r.tJOa1t: an of •otrect Rule' provi15ed a br'Mth
tnv ~· • • • the verty he a celled for a nMI A.._.bly 
elect~ by j)I'OPQrtionel repnae tat ion ed tnwl 'ring 
oe~aifte .POW•-.tlerlno betllee tbe oo•.alt.i•r the 
repeal of t:he ~tel Powers 1t0t an•l tt.a ftillaa--.t 
by ~ency »rov1~1orua le;:talatton aaeo'~Cbble to 
PflrliaraaDt •••• After the White I.Japer, then~ ••~ 
1• the election to the n., Aa.-.nbly ••• for power
ahar1n~.! and t:he ~ed of de~lut.ion of! the 'tret"
ferred' powera. (16) 

Di•trtct. COuncil election• vwre held on 30 May 19"73 

~de ProportlODal Regn.-tatlon syat:•, follc:Met! by an 

,,aaembly aleetior· ( 28 Jane 19,3) and tripartite tal'ka at 

..iGnn1n(jdale (6..9 oecember 1973) a110ng the ~rea tBrltat.n, 

~lc of lrelend end tbfthom Ireland ~n.-ntat:lwa). 

ThUll tho •ns.rect. Rule• va• broUGht to e enr1 and excut.ive 

at:ertwd fUhCJ~lonUlQ fi."'~~t 1 JenQIIcy 1974, ~ only aft:er ~1~ 

montha of it:a functlon~ • i~ eolle~Md due to a aU'ike eel lad 

'by UJ.et:er worker'• council. Thus., OllCe 89a1ft •i>irct. Rule' 

vaa tllpoaed vhleh folloWlld by enoth~r \'lhlte i>aper 1n July 

15. Tb' GWdMn• 1' 4'ril 1973. 

16. lA:"tboUl' Party, Lplpv ~'PQRIW1h 1973 ( 'UJniDI'I, 1973} • 
P~• 63-84. 



74 

1974. for a fredh ~litlcel initietlft of p:.lVC-ahal'ino• 

The t:orthem lrelena ql.18a~ioft vea Oftee ~etn on the fo1re front: 

of Bri tSah General El~lon, In 1974. 'rhe Lelxlu ~·r~ tn 

lu £1ecttoe rw1Sfeato had atet:.,.,, 

There rnuat be .ame form of ilOV•-ehad.ft9 81lt1 perter
ehW beeaw.e no pollticel a7•'*' will nntw. Ol' 
be ·~rte<l. Wlleaa thel'e la vld•uulE'eed aceepb!'lae 
of it within tbe co~tty •••• 3eo011dly. •Y ,-.ttem 
of Qowrnnemt mt.lft be ec~ble t:o the ,peo~l• ol the 
United Kingdom lla • vhole •d to Perllomant. at ueat
rr-.1nstc. Thirdly, ••• there la u Irlah dil*'1aion. (17) 

Wl th the adwnt of t.eb:nl&" Party 1n ..,,.. tn r·ebruery 19'74 

• Cor\atltllt:ional <bnYention vea held in 1975 • aft:er the 

oollap• of ~er-tlherill(J Elllleut.lw. lfhe COmranUon vee 

recon..a1ed on 3 f'eblr'ultry 1976. The 1976 Leboar l-'al'ty Pl'OQI"ell'a\e 

atat.ed1 

The leteat att.~ vea the Nofthen 1 reland Olnat.t
t\lt~al a::.nvenuon ••• ~ic:h eaked the people ad 
politielena of t;orthern Ireland themat'rlwa to produce 
an eccept:a'bl.e form of QOvemmet •• •• Moll't of all. t.he 
torthem 1 reland ~eople have corud atent:ly ~ued 
thai I' de~!De~oa to ~ill wtthiD the TJnltec1 Kll'IQ•lom. 
!'bla de~Z'I'dnetlon vaa •n~featled ln the l'tUAilt. of t:he 
•Bol'der Poll• or Merch 19'73 •• •• The Lebo• Pafty 
r~,. llftd ~JIK)rt• the will of tbr~ern 1relaDd 
people to &'818ln wt~hia t:he Uftitted JCingdom. ( 19) 

on ~he ·11reet. rule, t:be Party va• or the vt., that. •t t 

ceno~ 1» a lc:mg tel'M aol•JtJon. 14~\d' bclit-wa thet ~e 

et'ld atab111ey C8'l be r'-'stored in ~'brthem Ireland ~ erecting 

a &yAttem of d~NJlYUd Qowrn~t ••• •~evtable ~o bJth c,;, r:J'l'luni

~.iea" .19 

------
1'7. CEei9• n. s, ~· 463. 

18. Leh· ur Party, t..sib)tr,g: t-Jr..xamrqe, 127§, l)• 9'7. 

19. lbi(:. 
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With the depar~ure of the Leb:lur .-..-rt:y from _powc •• 

e reault of Brttlah Gener:al F.lectiOfta of 3 M.ay 1979, a freah 

inltietiw vae uke end a fou~rty conference wea PI'O~'dte~ 

in oecemD81' 1979 • W.elie two ~11 tScel pert lee of Northel'ft 

lrttland llhoved ~dl' unvill!Do~•ae tn attend thla Oonf....,ce. 

Prior to the o:>nferenoe, P~lliOre Jot., t.he Leboc ~rty 

s._.(,;;keaman Oft NOrthern Jl'aland. r-.rked .~;n 29 tbWM11:er 197C)• 

ilW!',vhl'ey Atkin• bed ::.eeo aomevhat oeuUowa 1ft 
dealiftQ with t.be .Ptt'~~.. There vaa .ome dllnQer 
of Perli~mect 'belb; Snhiblt:.O ant! tb6 ('!abita beln; 
aifn-' 1; they t.rSed to be ow&"-Cauttou • ••• To 
heve e cabinet type at.rct:un for e_,uti.,. d~lu
t.lon \110\ll.d U'e8l1 0981:'-QO~ental tor: 01*•~"• Xt. 
would be ewe lR>r88 to haw leoialatiw dMclut.icm 
ballet d t.GJOn a 0>~ t. tee IIY at8!'l. ( 20) 

In the rttaWl'lliul of Lebou t'arty poliey oe Horthel'f\ 

lnl.elld Merlyn Ree~t, former ..-~eeratary of state for NOrthem 

lnlaad •14 1D the lcndon Weektmd televia~on p~n~~ne, on 

11 Mey 1981, that there vea e poasib11ity to Withdraw tbe 

<Jt181'81"1 te.s, the •ouanl'l tee thH the oxust1t:utlona1 rele1:ion1hip 

w111 not be ch~qed ant.11 a ll'ajorlt.y in t.he pKOYS.noe e,ppi'O~a 

1t."21 , thot~gh he Glq)J:eaaed aome n•netlon Yhel"l be Mid 

t:hat b• tiid Dot ,perticul~ r:ly wan~ t.he QUitrent• to be Wl~h

drewn.22 

When then we ~~t>.;;o•l• fl'oftl the Bri t.Uh Gowrnment 

foe" • •Vbfthe&'D I~elen~ counou•' and t.he HoUH of Courone 

20. the '&lB• t wndon) , 30 t:cwntber 1979. 

22. %bid., 18 May 1981. 

22. Ibid. 
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ap .. )roft<l the twu ~·Mla • Nortbem Ireland ACt 19'7t, and 

t;orthem lt:eland ( Emol'VeftCY Prov1»10be) ~t 1978, the (!)tef 

LeboV Pe~ -.poke-D oa NOJrtbca Inl.md, DenDte Conef\mon, 

called for a •vide nove inquil'y Snbl 1:be vorldnqa of ~Jorthem 

Ireland t Rmel'\ltmCJ vzrovtaion) Act 1978 •. He a leo rega~, 

the ~-of .-rgeav Pl'tlViaSona •• a •tt.•r of priortty. 23 

tiovS'Ier, Je-. C!a1111Qhan, the for._ Pn• ~ tnlnec, vtwed 

•a bl:'oedly 1D-.ndent aute of Northern lrelend, vh!cb ~old 

ernuoe aRc a glt)ett88 of policy •Jd.no• whleh he •td, .._,u1,1 

take aome yeah to C!OIII.Plet.e•. 
24 a. al., •••'*' tbet • there 

ahoulcS no~ 1111 •117' differeee betMI• vo,...._t and owoaitioft 

on tbe political fllbre of tor1:hel'll Ireland• ancl lta eonat.l

~\lt.lollal at:.etaa oould liNt ch-oed oely vlth the canHDt of the 

trejorl q. of lte people. 

tftte polic'y atatemMtt of Labour Part7, pah114hed on 23 

July 1981 1 adda 

We believe t.he attaiMWmt of Iritlh tmt~y. with 
the tat:sooducUon of !loeSell.t i'Ollalea, ••. oar 
atm 1• ttl helg bftnQ eboft the UldftcatJ.on of 
Inland b!' 8QJ:eel88nt enS eonaent bet:veen t;he two 
Pllfta of l118land •• •• It wo111d 'be no pert of the 
po11t1ae1 PE'OO~•-- of the t.aboc Party to fo~ae 
NDI'~ftl lftlnd o'lt o~ tbtt U~ibd ltln;doln ol" into 
the Repal:dtc of lNlen~. a.fon •llY tbMUt'lftionel 
change t.he .Parqo "D\114 -k to obtain the conaent 
of the paople. ( 25) 

Beforo the advent; of Co"aerwti.e PartY tx; »oVer in 

23. J'bl4.. 3 July 1981. 

2,. Ibid. 

25. Ibid. • 24 July 1981. 
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JtJDe 1970, it ~rted tbe l'efoP~~Uon .P~:918,... of the 

Un1on1•~ GoWl"IIIFterlt 1n rofthern Irelenc!l. Th1a Cl~•tre of 

·~"of eon•naUw Pa~ vea aleo eJrPliclt wh•' the party 

l•der• ~rd H•th• apoke in ·~~~·rt of it 1ft tiae Hoa•e of 

Ct.Hl'l'iOrut on 8 May 1969. 26 on the .P~bl• of Norittent Ireland, 

the aJNterveUw perty --ueao of 19?0 •Sdt 

we neffin t:het ,o ehenoe will be made in tbe 
CODaU~utiQDal stetu of NO&'thexn Jnlabd vithcut 
the free cona«1t of the ParliaJIIeft~ of Northent 
IN1aftd •••• we •Qiii:Or~ tho Horth81'ft Ireland co.-~
ment in ita I'IOOftlhe of lec;S~tlebln ~md exeuti'Ve 
•~SoD t.o en•.-e equal oJ,~rt11Dity fol' all citn1:ea 
in tbet pert: of tbe l'Jntted Kingdom. l·.'e will proVide 
the ~11tary •I'd otb• aid nece-ry tc ~rt t.h• 
~yal !11.-.t• C:.>natablllery iD Jte~lftQ the peMe llft4 
eaau&'lnc;; freetbm under tho lev •••• \·le t.htnk t t 
VI:ODQ tha• 'the balanee of power bet.weoft cont.nl 
eDd local QOWrNn-.~ ahould he .. bMh dtsto..-ed, 
and ve vill r~reas the bal~ce ant! lft«•• the 
i.ndepec'-'ee of local au1:hortttea. ( 7'1) 

Hia~riaally ~kif'l9, tbnaerwt1w Pel't.y had clCMie 

1Sftks 'With the ~1ontat Party in Northam Ueland and t~a 

met'flb.~r• ·~ \•eat:nwuauw took the OJnaerw~tft whip. ~. 

Sn~ft14\lC~ion of •ir.ternmen~• tn AUQuat 19? 1 waa el~tD &be 

with We eonsult.etion of COnNnatt• Party. 1\ftd when the 

altuatioft ln Northern Ireland det.eriora~d eon .. rw~iYe 

G<Jvens.nt tn Weatmlne~r wiAihed 1:c take the r.Jerthem Ireland 

aecurlty meaau•• in ita haPd which vaa followed by the 

'=>i~NC~ Rule•. $1nce then IUr;\ber of tJOlltteel Sntt1~t1,_ 

ve• taken bf the coneenatt•• Port:y, while Sn of•·tc:lft, i ••• 

the Oerlingt:on Q.lnferene:e t ~-2'7 $e~tttmber 1972), which v .. 
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followed by the )x)Jder poll on 8 Mereb 1973. tmd s~sently 

the publieetion of: a •White Paper• on the Q)natitutSonal 

~ala on 20 Mal'Ch 1973. s~rttno the Bill on Wht te 

Peper In ~ 1973 ~ ~nMrwttve Party l"del' John Blgoa 

Davison A14a 

Hen is a n., opportm·ity for the ntinvrity an~ 
mejortt.y ln dle oon11n~Sey to deelare with dle 
lallo~ eoatnat the bullet and b:uaba. end ·~
the oatreQeous pretena1ona of tho.N who terronae 
beca\Jh they cmnot pMCefully pers\l&de their 
fellow eollfttryrr.m. ( 28) 

On 1 Ja~ry 197• the Pa!lautt• iD North\Orn Irel.,d 

aas\llied ita cbll~e and atarted fW!at.ionillQ. 'l'hua. tbe •direct 

rule• came ~ en end. But tbie expori~nt initiated by the 

O::maerwUw Party wea a llhort:-tern one •• t:he at:rlke o&VIIIliaed 

by t.he t1la~ ;,;orJcero• Cbuna11 had reault.ad Sft the eollap• 

of the JIOWOr-llhorinv Baecau... The ecneerwtf.Ye Party 

elect:ion ~ifeato. puhli.tled ab:>rtly at.terwaa-da Dade the 

party pcaS.Uor. eleer. It •ida 

conaerwttw oo.rrmumt. • •• rill l«:\l'k for p•c• 
ed emeent in N::;rthert 1 relenci. 11\ere cen be no 
ll111bry a:>luUorl v1thout a !X>11tica1 aol:~icm that 
ta tetr to h)th the majority an~ the min>rl~y 
eonnunlt:S.ea. Equally there can be no po U. tical 
aolutSon ele~~~~ tezor:·riS'I S.&t curbed and the lMt 
1• ee~ted llft<l uvheld by all. Thel"S mut be 
i)III'UlershSp betwee the cortnunlt 1ea. We will 
Mek the clo110at co..o~~ret:ioa with the Republic. 
but: tnst.er is. of courae. pert of the United 
Kingdom. ( 29) 

Bu~ the coaaer•t1'M Perty los\: the elect.ton of 19?4. 

SUbaequeDtl.y e •diaeuaaion PI!!P«' wea publiah80 by the British 

20. '.tbt GUflrdip,;, 17 April 1973. 

29. cratq. n. r.· • ,p. 447. 
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cownment in Febl."tJBry 1975. lioV~, ltllliem tfhi t:elaw, the 

Deputy r..eedel' of t.be Conaerwtt• Party. ft8de it very eleer 

in May 1975 that, •any ·~ to the old Stol'ftbn~ qatem 

woald be totally \8'l8CCeptable to Pel'li.-n~ •• a ~1• and 

would haw tD be ogpoaed by the cor ... rwtiwa•. 30 '!be 

O'>Datitllt.lcn Q)nYa'ltion which waa held in ~ 1975, 

ita npol't •• dal:aeted tn the o.;,~na on 12 Jarnauy 1976, 

vher:e Airey Nee- Qe'Ve the ewroaeh of the Q)naerwtSw Pany 

cleer. He aaldt 

The vreater the .... _.. of ·~rt ~t een be 
echieYed, the .raol'e likely it will be that ~Ia 
nouee oan g- tbe nea-ry leolalaiDD •••. 
We Dote that no party in tbe CbnvenUon iftaiated 
that p.wc..-l\arift9, be wrlttAm into a 11., aollati
tu•lon. (31) 

Howewr, the ..,arty aqpporhd a ~po•l tD eatablt8h • 

offlae of the 10Qitel1 1 a ~naentettw• and alao a •Pn~ 

Cbancil• for NIDrthem Ireland. But, the pzopo•l• r.•ined 

tnrruatuoua. !be Qrovinv Yiolence in Uonhem Ireland le~ 

the tbn.erwtl•• ~ ~ .PI' .... ure on the Brlt11h Go•~t 

~ lntzoduae ent:t-tu!!"Jrlat .,...una. Aa Airey Neaw -~~~ 

30. 

31. 

32. 

For ~n~tlve Pany, ~ fOI' ~. past three y.ara 
~ achloeated e tD uqh anU..t•JX) rlat at:nt.gy 1n 
the ~ vtnce, the poai Uon mw~t otw onet aetia
faetion • ••. on Mauri ty ·~ l•at Roy Me eon ia a 
'l'bry. altb:'lugh on pd.nei~le he neval' acknovl.t;ed 
Tory ·~ft. ( 32) 

Tbe G YPC!UU• 16 May 19'7~. 

UJC, o:uc'()na. ~~rli,~nt:arv ~Bts•• ~~erlea s. ~1. 903. 
88ata1on 19'7~"- , c08.69:?~ 
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When the militant lol'811ata tried t> oJ:Van:lM a Q~erel 

strike 1b May 19?1 to chenQe the c-_. urae o ~ evmta :ln tierthem 

Ireland •• dhmltt1eally •• in 1914, the l•dar of the o:maer

wt1w Pany. M81'9aret. Thetehe&", a .. ured the Prtme Hin:l.-r, 

ef~ a cablne~ ._.t1nv em 28 19r11 1977, the~ the O:>naerwtt•e 

... ~) Uld 8t4lport the vc~wm~n~nt :ln eyery aedon uken to 

mln1ml• the dlaloGatSOD th,.t ldQht be cat!Md. She al80 

atJ.PilOrte«! lirlnte ~1:ln1ater• a appeal to the people of Northern 

trelend to 1 l"tlject the aweela of the strike oi'QIJI"'l•r••· 33 

1-lne•ure fran the Con.-Jerwt.lvea end tn~~ tJnionlau, 

tnt• alta, e~ntUftlly caused Roy Meson, the sr.:retary of 

staa for t~rthem Jrelani! to think DDI'8 acloualy ab:;ut 

ftturnjr.g de"'DlVUd J)OWera to Northens Irel•d• 8\ft Airey 

Neaw •l!Pnaaed onve eonaern that the Go,.mmerJt•a ccmt.tnuing 

ref\&al tD p~:t>duce a cl-.r ertd unembtououa plan ror the 

cone~t1 tut1onal future of t-<,rtherc Ireland le.._ed the chance a 

of aucce-.s. Howewr, once age in Con.arwtive Party e,.me 

forward wtth corust.ruct1ve id•a 1n the hope of belpln<J ~ 

bftak the political deadlock in the p20vtnoe. T'hu, Airey 

r~w ~ ~ Q:;.ruterwtiw Party•• att:ittlde. vhlah wwaa as 

follovaa 

• •• a »oVVr-shar1nQ aminS..tnUon ln Northelnl 
Inlaad 1• no lo~tJr pnct1aal polities. He have 
elweya •Sd St. eoal.d not be 1JIP)aed •••• A new 
sy:Jt.An of local oowrnmen~ 18 needed for the 
benefit; of ell rel"'t1ona of the eol!ll'tUl t:y. J~ 
W~Ul.d oim1n1 ah the power or the NOrthern I roolend 
office end lta legion of civil aerwnu. tt er.,ulrl 

33. Jbt Iirne*• 29 APril 1977. 
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a lao f oater a be~ter undernandinCJ bet.veen the 
wnoua ~litteel perttea, vho vo1lld at lest he"Ve 
an opport\IDlty of doinG eonatruetiw vork again 
oa behalf of tbe CCP.'C!tUhiqr. ( 34) 

With the ad...-at of the COftHnatiw PartY ill »>VU' ira 

Br:ttalft aft8r the Qtmenal al.ct101'Ja ill May 1979. it •enae~ 

that Northem Ireland voald ba'W a better pm~t when • 

fo~arty Oc:mfel."enDe vaa pZO»eeed by Htat,phr:ey Atktna, the 

acat.ary of state for ~~rthem lrelaDd, on 25 october 19'19. 

This Q.>nferenae vaa held batwetm 7 January end 24 March 1980, 

bat the »etlitioal pel'U• ill NOI'tbeat Irelant! fat.l--' tD reach 

any -.lut1CIIh auJJ•q\18DtlY• • frt,llh otae-..ioa p..,_. 'l.bl 

( ODDd. 7950) vaa bro\IQht out ""ieh alao .PI'OWd tm,p!t.cltiC!'tiYe. 

The Olnaerwt:1,. Perty• a effort ill atd-1981 to establiah a 

ac:m-execuU'ftt t~rt:hen Ireland counetl vaa eleo no~ fraitful. 

HeDae the o:.n•r-wtiw Gowmmet p\lbliahed enoth• •Whita 

Peper' • in ~dl 1982, which »~~ ~ hold all i\.-mblY 

elecUoft ill Nortbem Ireland on 20 OCtober 1982. '!hoa;h, 

the eon.rwt1'18' a epproeeh ~ hold Aaaembly el~Son in 

fle~em Iz-eland and form a »ower-ahar!nQ •t '4l ~re vas a 

doht step to bl'•k the political dh-dlock, the tvo ifl1'0rt:lm~ 

&J011t..ica1 parties ( ~i)fA end aim Fein) be,. refrained fZ'On' 

tlald.nQ t:heir ••ta iD the Northem 1 reland lluembly. 

Thu tJgh the A.Nembly haa at art*! function!rlg • it 1a 

etill not clear what. woUld be the ewroeeh of the eonaerwtt ve 

34. Con•rwt1w Re-roh De,partment. Ihe CoM Ism g uldl 
sueplemgn,, 1970 (LOndon, 1978), ~· ise. 
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Party 1n fUbare 1n tbe con~ of the boyco~~ o:~ the Aaaembly 

The Libenl Party, though a smeller one C!Ofllllll"ed to 

the Labo\11' anrl the Q)na,.rwttvea. ~s eleo contributed aubetan

ttelly to the ~lebete tX> flncl ou~ a aolution to the .PI'Oblern of 

tbrthem Ireland. '!he Party ~ri:ed the Go'V8rnmen~·• 

Reformet1on l"'togJ:Bnrao in 1969. The Party leader Jetr:eey Thorpe, 

while s,peekinQ 1n ~. Hou.e of O:>mt~no on 22 ".Pdl 1969 • •td: 

!'he Northern Ireland Gowmrnen~ mW»t: pro.luce a UN 
table for can:ySnv out the refoma vhieb captain 
o•t--:eill haa proatlae!. ed whtah, \11\heWlly, • 181'9• 
•illority of t1nion~ haw aucceeded 1ft delayf.Dq. 
'!be t:P. table muat be .Publicly ennoanced 1m~ tt: 
·~ be lz'1ef. It would be u"erly tfta<lequet.. tn 
the pntaent ctreumat:ai'Jcea, to delay ..mt11 t:be 
ca~I'Oil Cormt' aaton, Sftquiriltg into the caaea of 
UDhat 111 l'brtham Ireland, he• r.,orted. !be 
ap~iDtment of t:be COW!l!uion vaa • vt .. at:ep. 
bft ita wlue vo'ild be \Diernuned it i~• exia'-'ae 
ven tade the e.:uae for delaytnQ ~a\S'ea which 
all IWII~oable opinion J!18C00111a8a to be nec .... ry. t 35) 

file orovtn9 "'olea:te end the unv1111noneaa of T.Jnlon 1at 

VO~ent tn Northern Irelend to implement the nfo~~lort 

P~t>Qranrne, had diaappo!n~ed the Liberal Perty. In thta 

context. dle Party• • F.leat.ion .,;anifeeto or 1970 aaid: 

3r; ·• 

Too 11100h power 1a cor.centrat.ed ln Whitehall end 
Weat:mtn•ter. Gcmuine r&Qkmel govent~~.l8'l~ m\MI~ be 
eat.abl1ahttf]. r..tberels pro&X>-. t.welWI reqtonal 
AtYembliea in EnQlecd. e:MBl"C'i.tnv many of tbe 
powera I'JOW oxoraiaod ut the cenue. 'l'hla V111 
allow d\e people of e region to ha'9e I1IUeh NOre 
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eontEOl owr their oVl'l aff'e1rs then they hew today. 
Ltih:>u hea not put forverd any ~J:O.&>oaala for regior.el 
Qowl'111111Jnt. 'they hava, hovt~r, adoptecl e n;,dif ted 
veraion of the Maud PI'CJI..)()SfJla fur 1oee1 ~~ia1ona 
furthel" a,.y tr:om the 1n'llvldua1 than they ere nov 
•. • • In ~rthem I rall'3nri L1benrla heve it*rodueed 
Civil Rivhts 1eo1aletion only t.o be defeated by the 
force of reaaUon. ( 36 > 

Howewr, to combat tez-r.:,rtam, the Conaerwtiw GoWtmrrent 

forced Northei'D Ireland Gowm~t to inU'04uae •tnterNDa'lt •. 

Tboa;h the tntttlduct1on of 1nt•Dmet by the unioniat GoYern,_,t 

in 19?1 vaa ~rted by t.he L1boi'Bl t'~rty, t:he vey in vhich 

it vas ~1--~ed hed aroueed n.-t.IN!Int ·~ the Liberals. 

JEtremy lfhoZ'pe showoti h1a relll!ntmtmt, while epekir9 in the 

C01t100na on 22 sept~ 19?lt 

••. the ir.ternmct. is the moat. ext.raorrlinary situ
ation that the Brltiah troopa were conznit.t;()r1 - quite 
rightly - to a.>rthem lrelalk! to prot.eet the CRho tie 
COtmltmi ty :[ J.Qm Prot~•tant Ulster 9 unmen - becauae 
that. waa tbo roamn vhloh wea advenced an~ 'Which 
baa n.wr ~ dia&Ql'ead vi~ - am yet 'WbCl thotte 
who ere a thr•t: to ~. peace are J:'Otr. led tlP there 
lo not: a oinQle .?EOteatant: am:>ng the in~erneea • ••. 
1 then·on fln·:1 lt. extreor:dlnary t.h;:-t tt:s lnu>leme
tlltion, witJl the only people fellinQ into ~e 
c•t.egory of lntt!rn.es bei~C'J tl-.oae vho happen to 
belo~ to the rttinc. rlty QJ:0\4>. ( 3"7) 

To combat the teri:\.Jri.t activities, lt.:estmiruster Government. 

wished tu teke aeeur1 ty menauroa in ita cvn han·1s and 1lltPOM4 

1;llrct R\lle'• inMorch 1972. Juat efur t:he iq)oait:•on of 

'L>lro."'t Rule' t.he .r.iwnl l .. arty 1n 1t3 annwsl con :er+.~ne• on 

24 APril 19?2. called fur the "abolition of t.he r:rl~tor 7)e r.et"'Ce 
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ReQlment. in Northern Ireland, the Withdrawal of tro,..·ps to 

mrrocka and ~e~ina llr!ea, er1d the lnt.J:t>ductSon of 

Ullited l'll~ons observel'a". 38 !he Britlllh Gowrnnertt• • 

a.Kl&'OaOh, heJeef~r, to aolve the Horthem Ireland problem 

t.hte\19h peeeeful way, vee aeen in the '\'fhite Pope• of March 

1973 which vas on •conaUtut!,nel Proposal a•. I't ls no~ble 

thet Liberal Party wholehe~rtf!dly ~rt~ the c:ovet'JUI\dlt' a 

new 1nitiet1ws of •conatit~tionfll PrC>i)oal•', wh8ll Jer~ 

Thorpe remarked :ln t.he Col!ltt>rUI Oft 29 March 19'73a 

I believe t:hct the t:htte P~er aho\Ud ~,. the 
·~port o~ the He !UO. 1 equally bellewt and ferwDtly 
hope thltt it '~11 be qi~ a fair chanoe of Volking 
SD NOrthC'n Ireland •••• It "WOuld 'be it\IX)Uiblo for 
any -.mbel' of t.he I.ribdz:el .Perty t:o o1,~oac t.be White 
Peper. (39l 

De~ite the several eff~t• of Heatmiftater Go.-nment 

for a politia<ll eolut.ion in l«)rdlel'ft Ireland, they beear.te 

taothing infructl»U:;s due to diaeor0ft1Gilt ~ political 

pert.lea in !'iorth~~ Irel.•·nd. ,.he plan vhiah vaa ~pcaed 

in July 1974 by the Br iti!lh Gowrnmet that local iJOliticel 

parties w .. uld be qivel'l the op~unlty to pro·luce e viable 

Cl:inatita~1Ql. ::or thla Pur£.10&18 1n 19?~: eonatltution eon~nticm 

vaa .P~L~aed, elao failed in 1976. '!be fallu" of OJn•t1tut1-:-,nal 

CDnYtmti-'n cauae<1 91'allt diappointma'lt to JC) c rimmona. t:he 

Liberal leader, \lht~ hes dlil.l that. "It. iu tftl(iiic th<'t the 

preee~ J,lOllcJ ee an fellin<J• We were riQbt tD at.Wpc.·rt them. 

39. 
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rerhllpa va ahOUld oom:snue to tio so far a ume. Bui: we eemo~ 

i!'llt \1&.1 vi th the pre..nt sitlllltlon for eYer•. 40 

-wnbele .. , the growln; t:ert:OrlaN eontinaed in f.or~ern 

l1'8'la..S vhich 1•~ to the a:saeaailuttion of ReWrend Robert 

Bradford, Official r.naur unlon!a~ MP fmm Belfaat, in November 

1981, which bl:ou;ht ahaiP reaction froa the Llberel l•der 

Jo G rlnnoncl, vho ~· in the Houee of conaona on 16 Nowmber 

1981. Thusa 

It la quite oleer that the IRA la bent on enetlng 
~~hy 1ft zt»rthen lrelend. It 1• a1110 clear that 
there are certain MPa who pu.rsue the am. •lm, •f!• 
in the g~t.~cea, obtained e s mueh publicity •• they 
can. 'ftle people of R>rthen Ir.tlerHJ .ho\lld bt evan 
1~ ia oaly the aeeurlty forces who at.end betweer. t..._ and Ylftuel Civil war. (41) 

Since the !lftUIGD~ orlaia in ~rtllem Ireland bloaa, the 

preaaUJ:ea of violece and npl«l po11Uoe1 eh.enr;re hew oaueed 

~Wlita ed rea1191fttlllta ill Jlbrthern Ireland po11 Ucal ,pertlea. 

'rhe Unlcmin Perty and the l.oyal1.t .;rou.pa were one which had 

\lftt!ea;one aach a llhn•• 'ltle UDlonlata and Loyalists lnalude 

the Offlolal Unloniat Party (OtW), Oemocnt.lc tJ'nionlat Party 

(DtJ.,), Uhlon~ Pa~ of Nor1:herr· J nland ( tJP!~). 1:he tJnlt.d 

Ulabtr 'Jhionia~ MovemEmt. ( m~). vanouerd untonlft P20Qreutve 

~:16 rty ( VUPP i , etc • 

40. Afl• G\11Ef31.an. S June 1976. 

41. The Una•• 17 NowrllhAr 1981. 



I~ nay be poSnud out that the reform.,tlon progranm.42 

which vas lnt.rodtJOod by the iJnlonlat Por~y 111 !Orth"!rn I relan-.1 

WGa or:po•d by ;vllUam Craig, the Home ,...S.nlster 1n the JJntontat 

eowrn..nt. lind Cn1CJ'• opposition to the progre.._ had led 

h• hla ··~S.amluel on 11 l)eeembi!Jr 1968 from the cowmment. 

atmilaJ:ly, the two rn1n18Urs in the ttl1on1at oowmnent, 

Brian Faulkner aDd William J-10194tn, who o~vosed the aetu.no 
"' of the cameron COI'!lrtl .. ton alao z:rea19ttttd in J.)rotaat43 ea 

soon • • the comnt•a10ft vaa appoS. nterl to lnqtd re into the 

•notu.re end eeu.aa of v.t.olcce • occurred durlno the four day 

j.irobNt march (1..4 JaDQd'Y l96C:.), d_.n<llfttl eqa11ey of jobs. 

houaino end wte• for Northem IrelaniJ minori~. SubaeqtJently 

when ~e untonlat Parliementery Party, on 23 April 1969, ha'~ 

ac~ted tJnlver.al ArluJ.t 'frenehtM for next local oowrruaa'lt 

ulectlODa, Cblcbeater Clark, ~11n1ater of I!Qrlculture, redone<' 

1n i)rotest. Though, he wea 1l'l favour of thta propu•l• he 

thor.~ght that •it vee t.oo aoon for ateh a 110w•." 

3hortly aftlorwarda, 11'1 ""~ll 1969 1 taelf, d'llahestc 

Clark r41Plr.cati Terence o• t~e111 ea the ~rime M1n1awr of ~iorthem 

Ireland. Bu~ he retained •11 of o•tJeill' s min1atora45 , anc-1 

.t2. 
43. 

44. 

Tor detail• 88e footnote 1, Chapter lii. 

Herold H118CCl, The l•boyr i~wmmtl)t. 126i.l970a A Perpp). 
( Lonc!OI'l, 191 1), P• 4 and •1., Ian ~I!C 1\l.li~Ror 

p 
Lcnr'=·n, 19 7), p.22. 

Brien FeulknE:r, e~ •• Ht!!plra gf 1 Std;:tegp { T.or.~~. 1978), 
.... 54. 

COmeliua (,•t..eery, •t'orthern Irelend~ The PoU~iea of 
I.lluaton•, ~litispl luerta£J.l' ( l.oni'on) • vol. 40, July
.-::Je~tefl1ber 1 9, P• 31 • 



under him the f.1h1on1a~a puahec! throu;h dle ntorma like ~ 

1ntro:.hJC~1on of •one •n oDB waa• 1 amesty to all thoee vho 

vere l!»_,lwd Sit the r1ota, eett.Snv QP of en •ombQd.-n•, etc. 

fo~ which he vot the \IDBlmoWI ·~r~ of the untcmlat &Url~ing 

Q)DJni ~-. 46 to.~en Nortbem Ireland •v the riot.• ill Aqguat 

1969 ~ lki t.itb tlbopa veto called in to the .Pit> ,Pee by the 

{Jn1CDiata, for the fll'at ~Jme, tD qaell the nota. A~ fil'at: 

the trOtJpa were we1e011ed by the Catholic con.untti••• n 

on ~he whole, tbe Y•l' 1969 .., the vzowth of flu~~u• 

-.ndenctea in the untonift Pa~, which aefX>rdiftg to Jobl 

iler:'by, were • eztsftaion of 'the .._ta of .Pt"tWioua yeera. 4B 

1tte oniofttat Party undel' the l•dehhlp ot Bdan Faulkner, 

vho nplaeed Chichen• Clade, •de 8011'8 PlbQI:'e• toward• 

fUlf:llliDQ the demanda of the Catho11ca t:hrcnJQh t.he .Pt"O.eto•l• 

• e.Ubll-'l three nt~~~ parliamentary eonait:U.a to deal vtth 

a>etal aer.taea. inda•t:dal develo~t and atVlttJnsneat.l 

•t:t•r•• Md •~ l••t bfO of' the eoatt~•• .,a14 he,. opp::a1-

tioft MPa •• •larted Chaiaaan. 81ft the un1on1at Perty dld no~ 

waD~ thet. oppoai tlon ahoUlc! ahere the povc iD ,pol ley -1dnv. 

'l'hla vaa <1\dt.e obvtoua f10m whet. t:he lacier of unl•t•t Perty 

•ida •tn lieu of adkiftQ the oppoetUon to E'\lft the acnm~ry. 

ldlia 1110uld ( Perli.:~met'\t.ery Ccanitteea) be the best f!MMna of 

•• 
417. 

•• 

JB~Ha C.111!f19bart, A tJUII RtJ'd•d• 'l'b• nu.,. gf Rtrtluem 
Jrtllns) (LOndon, 197 ) • p. ., .• 

R\l~ell .itetler, ~rthem Ireland a Trom C1 Yil "i9hu to 
Armed s~~gle", MoMhly BaDW• wl. 22, t~waber 19?0, 
p. 23. 

John Drtr~, :yn~~ln l'~~em ~~~enda TDt i?nll9A5l•lt 
of o toJ,iJiapjl caJriie il1.1n, ~cr&), ~. os. 
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,.he QJ.'tl\dllQ ~eftt:tri.-n eJld aabotege e~t(Jis by •Prcvi:do.. 

bela• WU"e et apex, which forced the unionist Party U> Sntro·~uce 

the ':lntelml'ent• on 9 Au;u.a~ 1971, bennln<; i'll public pJ:t,oe•iona 

for aix IIOfttha. 50 Aa mentioned •rl:ler~ th:la wa follawett by 

the ndQDetion of Br:la'l J'etd.Jcru•r end the :lapoaitio:-- of 'Direct 

Rule' from Weatmt~t.-r. !'be VanQuerd mticn iat Pro9teaa:lve 

Party ( VUPP) , led by William Craig, formed in Jenuary 1972, 

oppoeed the •Dinc:t Rule• ann denanded thet tbe ~l'theaa 

Ireland Perllalfteftt lllhould be .:elltored v:lth full CCIIltrol owr 

ooadllian atat.w. or s.n~~n..:tenaa. BQt the nenoawetia tlft:lonlat 

Party (DUP)!' 1 , led by Rev. :ran Paisley fawured tx>t.lll lnte;rttt:lOI'I 

of the Provine:lel end a~Sn:latraticm vtt.h Weatm.lnster. au~. 

thla idea oot wary ll~le a~o&'t. ~ 2 'ltle van( u.rd Unlon:l•~ 

.,1'0Qn811l.,. Party al.o launched • tvo day Rftke (27.28 March 

1972), egelnat the ·Dt~t Rule• • which vaa trenafonted into 

a •• nlly of abo\ft lOO,QJO P~teaunta, cewdng aewre 

d:lar\.Ultion of life ln l.Orther~. Ireland. 

IJtle uemocsetie mtiorl1at Party rwtaaed to atted t:he 

ilarl:lnotoD Conference of Sep~bel" 1972, on the OIDWld that 

Will:ltua Wbitelav, .sec~:etery of stete for Northern Ireland, 

49. 

Sl. 

52. 

Jchn M-uee, ffnhe'Pjrelaps)a S0•1• apd Q?nflSst, 
(London, 197 ) , p. 1 • 

Ref;Ji.nald Meudl:lno, ti"P?irl (Loncbn, 1978), p. 184. 

ortoinally t.be Pcot.estant Un1ooiat Party, lttf! by :ran 
Palal.ey, has alvaytt been on the extreme, RiGht of Ulster 
_pollt:iea, combin~ rel!Q:lOWI ftlld l)Oliticel feel:lnga. 

conor Cruise o•Brien, sitr--''' of JrelaWl (London, 1972), 
P• 291 ani! aleo •• fF~eQee, n. 49, p. 150. 
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felled to tn•Ut\lte an inquiry tn• the killSrlo of ~ Prot-. 

tant• by tbe amy. aut, the O'let.r untonut fierty attfiiH1ed the 

l>UUIIGtoft OOnfe~ce. SQbeequently, i:be mrdel' ~11 41 held 

ce 8 March 1973, Qe .. a clear cut 9i~ry to tbe tJnlcmUt 

Pllrty• • pi'OJIOal for tlartbent Inland to romaill e »art: of the 

t1ni ted KtftQdonl. SJ 

!he bo~r .POll vee followed by the BrltUh aowr~t• • 

lJhite Pep• on Conat11:utiOCtal Pzo,p:>Ml• (20 Mareh 1973). ~!he 

Wht te Pager • • pro~•l of power.aherino •• not taken -"ole.. 

hoart:edly by the unionS at Party. !hough, they did aot reject 

the propoeala o\lbi.Qhtl.y, ~ ref-.d t:o .tlan the JJO._. With 

ti»M 91'0qp8 who• atuw ven e unt ted 1 nlaDd. 5• The othel." 

bro militant j)tlftt .. , I aD ~»eialey• • D••oeratta unaontn Pa~ 

884 Willie• catv•• t11'11on1at t>rogn•tw Party, nJctec1 the 

pea•--~ pwopo•l• and areeUOD of a •coanon of Jreland•. 

!bey f\lrthe&' a__.tet! _that t.hey rill meke e.,.I'Y .:.w • •Jt• 
the new .Aa..-ly aDWOikable. 55 

ICCordtr.<aly, poll for the ntW t,••mbly vee bald on 2B 

June 1973. 'me U'nlcniat OZ'O\G» led 'by Faulkner oot 2J -ta. 

end the eDOtber tlltonlat vro~ vhteh njeetet'! the eaaef"tlal 

feature of the ConaUtuticftel Aet (.John Taylor and Heny Weat 

vere 1~ leedera) 90~ 9 -~a. T'hoM Uniont•~• who njeatet! 

53. 111• l'lMI• 10 M ereh 1973. 

54. Meoee. n. 49. ~· 167. 

55. Be Vi.akenendan. "New ;)eal for Ulilter"• ijint)U@S;ID fimel 
( ~1eW ~>elhi). 10 ~dl 197 3. 
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the Wh1 te Peper• a .,ropoHla fought: dle election unc1er one 

lalner. They were Pataley•a DUP • .,., CniQ• a \Tf1PP. Tooether, 

tbely we 18 -ta. 'l'beil' PIOQI'PIIMI were - the rejection of 

1011'8Ct Rule•, a •nturn of the stornont Perlt.-nt•, •rejec

tion of a O>W1CU of Ireland', end OPf.IQsltion to the qnifieatlon 

ot Ulater with the Re,t;)ubltc of Irolenrt. !6 !'he cendidatlea o~ 

other m111tdlt OIVflni&ettona like !Jla~ .DeflllCe Auoc:1et1on 

tQ.ater Vol'tlfttleer Foree, Loyeltat. Aae:·c1et.!on of 'HorkKa ard 

the ~epub11can Clubs eoul.C! not Win evan a ain;le aeet. 51 

The Aasembly election vea followed by Swmingdale 

Conference (6-9 Deaellbel' 1973) 1 llhere Bdan Fealkner 80~ 

t.o abore the power with the SOLi' on tbe eonditicn that Nortilem 

Ireland be regarded •• the il\t:.-;;rated pert of the tJnlbl'! 

JCtngdom and that. the Republic of Ireland -.,uJ.d co-opeate 

in c~t.rao ~riem in t.be PI'O~nee. "rbua, on 1 January 197• 

t:he •utnct. Rule• vea b~t•UQht to en end aDd the power-81u~rtno 

Deauttw had Rafted functioftiD9• 8\K jt.lft aftc thne daya 

the UlRel' Unioniat Ct.~unctl njecu.d the PZD£JO•l• of sumtnq{iale 

brJ 457 'JOtea tD 374. Aa e l'ea\llt, Faulkner 1"681gned fiOIIl the 

herHl of the unt.ontat Part;y on 7 Jenuary 197• an4 be vaa aueee&"led 

by newy West aa bead of the Pcarty, OD 22 Jan\IBry 1974. au~. 

Faulkner re•tned a a the chief .-cuttw. 58 Following the 

56. 

51. 
se. 

Be~ty .S1neln1r, •lt)r1:bem trelancla Af~r the Po11•, 
Ltboyc Mon!;bly, At.IQua~ 1973, W• 3'71-72 en~ ela;, ace 
Magee, n. 49, ~· 178. 

Ibid., W• 372-73. 

Edgar o• Balle nee, Terror jS 121tn!.h '!De ijerilfli of Hate 
( to wto, tJO-iA, 1981) , .,. 1! e a lao aee Mac A 1 ate r, 
lh .3 ..... 142. 
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deper~un of reatknc. there eEGe!.'9ed a \8'1lt:ed poltt1Cel fl"tJat, 

the 1Jnlt8(] Ulster !Jb:lon:lft ~une:ll ( trJtJC). Eadcell y, it vea 

tho coP.ibinsUon of enti..Jiihlte ~aper untonla~•• the vanguarn 

r.Jn1Gllat and the Derklcntte trntontat. 'rhe ~roc :luaed • 

atatemabt wbtch ca11e(l fOr, ·~ other thinos, the abolition 

of the 'EXecutive• end the end of any tc!ea of a •coune11 of 

Inland•. Howewr, in t-!ay 1974 Ul.ter Worker.-• Counoll CJB'Ve 

e call for Qerwral •trlke which len to the eollap• of i'C)Wer

aharlng tU~eCutsw, •ul 'JJirec:t Rule• was lalpoeed oaea 89eln. 

A fresh eanfttt,Jtional (llaeuaslon beoert ecfl tn July 1974 

Br1t1tlh Gowm~- cema o\ft with • White ~r on Nori:hem 

JreleDd coaattt:•ton. But untt_, tnater Ublomtat COQnctl 

( r.ruuc), o,ppoeed any elleetttlw f~ of go¥8l'M!t..t. whteh M;~Qld 

IMt • ooa11~1on of »ottUcal perUea and naonmended ~e old 

t~ 8torlftbM ay.-.. Rowewr • William cnto • a VIU1Q'Uttrd Party 

~IOJ..IOStKl for a ~1\mtary coelitice Sll t.be QOwm,.,t59 but 

fetled to .. tlafy MU1YD Re .. , t.he secretal'Y of Sb~e for 

tt>rth.,m Irelam. Brien Faulkner• a untont•t Party of l!brthern 

Inland (!or~ on • *'Ptaftbel' 1974) PI'OJ)Oee<l to remain with 

Unlt:ed KinQdom. Sub•equet.ly, he nslVfted fzcrn ~. aetlve 

po11Ueel life .,c.! the l•derahtp ot UP~::t fell :ln the henda of 

oa 2 May 1971, • at:rtke cell~ by a lllirtor:l ty Ql'OQP of 

loyaliat. oro~1.at:1ana, the Ul11t.e4 UniClnlat ~Uon Q:nanc:ll, 

59. I bide, »• 212. 
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foErnad by Ian i'tlialey, included D811DCretic untoniat Party, 

the Ulatter oareoe A880eletSon abCl the Ulat.er Workers• Council, 

who daanded tbe illpleaentetioD o! the nport of the eorwu. 

~utional CODWbtion ead en •d to the <Unct rate, fallel! tD 

vin the ·~rt, tbu, the at:rike vaa called off aftle~ eltr¥&n 

&aya.60 

Oft 25 FebN817 19?8, V811QUIU!'d 'f.bian!a~ P109.....Sve 

Party wa <"1.-olWd by Hilllam CrelQ vho Jo:Lned the Offiatal 

Uhionin Part.y and ~ .PI'-UN Oft tbe Brltialh Gowr:amet: to 

lDCre .. the NOrtham Ireland npfttllentatton t.D We&ltlftlrlat=er. 

'!be Ulfttlr Defece Aaeciat:J.on, the m•t: i!OWI'f'll 118n-~Rl11tary 

0&'9aniMU• of the P10t•~Ramu c:e• oft vt.th a plaa for an 

JJS<!ep•~ lbrtbern Ireland vit:h a PZ'ttaldential ayatleal 

OONitlt:tltSon, which ~ald eneble the Aomaa Ctttholto •Jnorit:y 

~ uu JJan lD the oo~a.n~ vi~ui: ln.Ut-aionall.SDQ 

the cor.c~~pt of ~-aher1ft9' that ~ elaet:ed PnaldeDt will 

DOiftiDae. hia ex«n!Uw vltb obiiCk •d balance ., .... •• 1ft 

the t1n1 ted King dome 61 

A four..pert7 OOnfenhCe called by H~r.., Atklna.. the 

seoretei'Y of ate• of Rortbena Inland, oe 25 OC:tobel" 1979. 

an.., which ~• held ~een 7 Janu&ry-2• March 1980, va• atte~ 

by t.he Deat>Cl'8tie ~ioniat Pert;y al.:>e IJihe Paft.y aUQVeatecS 

thet any fuare OOftlmmeDt in llbr~.-n Ireland ahoUld be beee4 

60. 

61. 
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entirely on the •Jorlt:y »erty ill eD elecb)d A•embly end 

there vould not be any mtnodty repn~t.eticn ift the Cebtnet. 

It further at111J9estat! th~ then should be a .,..tem of all 

~rty -al'tlletal eommf.tteea which voald ed~• oil ler;l•lation 

end could cell lliclat:•• tc account. 

However. the Official untcniat Party. dllcljaed to attend 

tile Cbnference beeau.e It thoggbt that thla type of Conferel'tC!e 

would be unproducttve. Bwt it »IOPOaed old Stor.:>at .,.te\1 
With • cab.trtet toned by the l•der of tbe laro•t v~&W• of 

the melftbera in the Aa88Nbly, or fatlinQ ~t a reorv•nt•~ton 

of local qowaa•- at~tu••• fte 1980 Dl8CU.ion Paper 

•nw Gp!!pMD\ of tW$bfg Ireltn~a Pmugela fer tvtiJer 

i,.)iF\IMlon• ( CIIIM. '7950) al.o paoYet! al»rtl98 when it reaaltet1 

in diaeQref!IIIW!Ilt owr e de-..ol~ adad.l'lliltrat:loe. 

!'he late.t Snlttetlwt of 9r1t111h Go .. E'ftiMilt. ,.. the 

~ril 1982 White Pt:_Per - rtlrthem I(el.lfth A [Dww:ta fQE 

Rftplut,&gp. '!be White Paper propoaed an Ae.embly elec1:1on 

on 20 C.,tober 1982. In t:hla eleetiOil OfElctal tJnicmia~ Party 

got. 26 -ta. Oem::»entle UftSonlat Par~ oot 21, Jndepeftdeat 

Union~ at 1 an<l rJlst:er Popular tJnSon1at 1 ••~• 62 '!'ho'li'!Jh the 

Official un1an1n haa vot the max.._ -u in the Auer.tbly 

eleetlon but the •Jor deedloek 1• aUll not bloke by the 

Brititlb Gowm,_.~ where tile tJio political pertiea ( alLP and 

:iinr-· Tein) haw nfWI-' tD teke their aeete in the Aaaembly. 

62. 'J'b• UM•• 25 c.ctobe&- 1982. 
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The R>rthem Ireland .iOeiel :)Cr--ocntie ed r..ebour Perty 

( ~JLP), fol"l\l4KI on 21 AUCJu•t 19'70 llf the at.x Civil Riohu MPa 

under the l•denhiP of Gerry Fit:t an4 Jo~ H,._, vea I'CiiJe~d ,. 

aa non-aectarSAm. ~ the Put:y vea COillS'OMd predominantly 

of the Cathol1c:••63 It: aut.-.t.~ort:ad the t1niorliat Party p~poaa1, 

aede on 22 June 19751 f~r the creat:~ of' three ftW Par11•meni:ary 

OOrrlnitteea to d•l with a..eial aerYicea, 1nduatn.a1 rlewlopment 

end envtlli~entel met:t••• ~. when the ar:my ~ d•d two 

Catholioa Sn FeftY !11 •l'ly July 1971, and Brittllh Go'ftl:ftmeM 

felled to hole! en Snf"'penden- tnqutr7, t:he mLP V!thdrw ita 

._IJOrt Ql'Vell tao t:be Unionlft Party, atat.iD9 ~at: they woald 

eaablltlh en alt.cnau,. ANembly. 'llle Party ela:- s. .. aed a 

••~ .... t: OD 16 Jlll.y 1971, crltJ.cSaiiiQ the con..-va1:1w 

G~t: aad thtlllh' polic1ea tovarda Non:heaa Jrelallde 64 

Whtm the •tntemm .. t.• waa iDUOdaced tn R.ll'1:hem Ireland, 

tbe •••• tiJe'-"t:im 1 and •phyatcal brut:elSt:y• em-.d bt~er 

public PMtDU\eftt: vhtoh led to the Cl~l 01~~:tb&11ence .,,...,t: 

on 15 A\lldt 1971. The ar.JLP vaa attt.-ng tbo• who OHXtMit 

militant and ~rheei5ed We Civil Di8:)b«Sitmete IIOvt~Ment.. 

1tl1e ClvU l>ieobedi•ee .,vemet waa partly auae-ful.. 6 5 

63. Mac Alll.t.t..~, •• 4l, P• 3e 

''• 'IXU'a~• frot'l e ata~eMeftt Sawed by the 3.11.~, 16 July 
1971, aS~ed ln Me9ea, n. t9., P• 138. 

65. Michael o•Mor&an, ""ltle Whtte .Paper on t"orthem l relenrt•, 
~!'J+f. To$J!Y ( Lon<lon), wl. 17, no. 6. J\11'\e 1973, 
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Hcwever, vhen !brt:hem Ireland .av ~ trpoaitlOil of 

'Direct Rule• fi'Om Weatminetel' in March 1972, it •• welcomed 

by .iDLiJe sur-..ya aleo ahoved that 'Direct Rule' vee acee,ptable 

ttl aoat of the Catholloa and Pmteaunt. ea a left l'e«)l't. 66 

Neverthele•, by ~1• time the SJLP eppeel'e<l II\ a 

8UOnQer position and .tart.ed getnino Catholf.e su.P!.arte 31nce 

ita .Jer.nd to -~ the ln~enaent wae not fulf111e~. St ref'u•e~ 

to attend the Darli~ton Conference. .AlS), 1t abetaln~ f I'Om 

tho bol\'ler .,oll, ~ich waa no"r<1ed by the SlJLP ea • f\ltile 

exeretee. Flll'ther, it eleo eotte~ed der!llln•.Ung the pabl1oatlon 

of e h'h1te ~eper bef'ore dle bo~ »>ll. Hovewr, their 

~4a wen DOt-~ by the Br1Udh GOWtrftNBftt. tftle White 

Paper vaa publl.tled ODly on 20 Ml!ft:h 1973, which beatoelly 

or.ma~tfted t:be Gowmment•a ~lan for the t't4ve edmmtat.ntton 

of lkx't:hem J relantt. '1'be a>L~ gave e Quer:ded welcome u. tile 

White Pe,per p~ala for ~JQwer-llhertDq. 67 

At the •me time, it ~,poaed a jol12t contml of ~· 

Provtnee with two Q)l"ll"1iaa1oners - one from IlQb11n enl'1 8ft:1dler 

frcn Weatmtlutu.r. 68 ~ there vea no room for s\ICh propo88la 

in Ule Wh1t.e Pes,~er. SllLf' furi:hel.' pzopoeed t.o end t.he irltem

~~ ~ci creat. an accepable .,ol1ce foree to replace ~he 

eamy mere con.;~t1tut.s.onal che~MjJe voald DO~ rell:ll'Wt the or1a1s, 

66. oonor ~·.dae <:r'Brten, "HMda C6.f", fc:rriSIP fgli;x 
(new 'ft»dt), m. 31, Winter 1979-BO, v• 103. 

00. J,rilh Umea ( P~tbl1n), 23 Merch 1973. 



Dur1no the Assembly election of 28 JWie 19'73, to ro:rm a 

_power.ataarJft9 execH*1Ye, the a:>~ 90t fa~tJnble ~on ftom 

the C•tholic aonnunlty and von 19 aeeta o~ of. 78. ,.baa, for 

the fil'a~ time it .tt.nn9then.Kt i~a poai t1on 1n the Aa.-bly 

lmdel' the l•derahtp of Gerry F'i~~. '70 &ubaequsaUy, the 

.?erty ~topoaed an elJ.-.porty meetinG on 6 oatot.r 1973 to 

di.-:WIII the aoclo..econolrlie .PI'Obleraa of Northem Ireland. 

'ftlis had led tD the canwniDQ of a tr~rUte eotifcece 

heln at sunni~d~tle, vhere ~. sot.P agreed t:o ahara tbe 

,power \tlth the untonia~ Party oely 'Whee then wotlld be pro

I;Oala ~ c.-a a 00\1nCll of Ireland, and rencwl of •t.m:e.,_ 

nwtt• •7 1 

'!'be •olract Rule• came to an ed OD 1 Jaft\Ud"Y 197•, ~d 

the Deeeutift took l~• re,.pcnaibl! tty bu~ only att.er t~a fiw 

srontha of fGDCt!oning 1 t eollepnd due to a general lltrilte 

jn May 197.&. The SlLP 91....-d the •trike •• a ~eat to the 

ltlman C6tho l:l.ca ir. !orthem trelanS. Therefore, the j[)LP 

minlatera who "p~reeemted ~. Roman Catho11aa rai.nodqr in 

tt..rthem Ireland had S.S:iued an ultl•t~ t:o MerlYI' Reea, 

3oel'ftery of St.8~e for t~orthem Ireland, ~at. •either th~ 

Br1t1.ah Gowrnmet lftllft tJM the trooi)a to break the atdke 

or the mtnln«a ¥::-uld rea1QD fzom tbe exeaut.tw. allowtnq 

71. 

Ibid., end alao lbe Q\Mrdlap, 21 J'21Y 1973. 

Merlyn Roea, •;:orthem Irel;.1nd 1974• • i§nt.vm&rery Bfflft• 
wl. 224, no. 129~, r-·ebruen• 1974, p. • 
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an.en Faulkner: • • ~niat ration to be deetroye~. ?2 

!he BrltUh Gowrnman~ biro~ out: a 'White Pap01' 1 on 

lbrtheftl Ireland o:tn•titu~ton, 1n July 1974, vhich PIOPt'>hd 

an elec~t.oa on o:nwtituttonel Cbnv.,ucn. In thla election, 

the ~? vat. 31 -t• out of 78. 'l'ho\JQh the SJLP vaa t.n 

fa'IOUI' of a JJOWer-aherlnv ~ernnet, tn vhieh •jortty llftd 

llinorlty both eoqJ.d Jael'~lcS..,ate in the i}OUoy--Jdrao ancJ 

adld.nlatntlon, the Conat:l tuUonal conwntton fe11e4 to 

~k the tee. 'ft1ua, tbe haeuUw waa dt.saolWd on 5 Mereh 

1976. HOW'fiver, on the r..oy~~ltat i}ropoaela, Geny Flt.t, l•der 

of the a>I.u-', •1d ~c.t., •the .iDLP ta,. -~ it. eq•lly plain 

that DO o~r fom of ,power-&lhertnv would be ecoeptable, 

certelllly not the co~tn1t1: .. • which h8w been i'I'O.PO•ed by t:he 

LoyaUata•. 7l He f-.ar~er verned the Lo.,.llata aySatv t:bet, 

•tt the IB1Mr1ty ia olCClurled fzom • t;ice in QO....._~. t.hen 

no army 1D the vorlCJ however well equtw., will be able to 

ke.p the tJ ice of the laiftorl ~ .U11•. 74 

A •er1ea of meetintJa t.ook place between the rlLP eCJ the 

Official UDkJniat. owr tbe l•ue of pover-llhariftQ after ~e 

dl:Melut.lOD of the Aaaernbly, Were SJLP Vlmtled a v•raDteed 

aole for tho• vho were l'tpi'Uel'l~DO the Cntholte lldnort.ty. 

!kat. no concrete rea.alta ce- out o~ th._ -.tin;a anrt t:Orthem 

Ireled had vltrle~ecl 8ftt.,tht..~ W~aUCCte .. f\11. atl'lbt on 2 May 1977. 

12. '11!• obwwr (London). 77 May 1974. 

73. lbe Timta, 3 May 19'7~·• 

74. U!• c; yard1t13. 29 May 19'75. 



98 

-rhe a>LP- in ita enu.l tneetln<J tn N:>wlftber 19'78, 

called for a Br1t1ah-Ir1ah COnfwenoe to flDd a per•nent 

.:.luUon to the Ir:tah probleM. 'l'he lee~era of ,s<JLP, however, 

ae4e l~ ¥elY al•l' that the • aoluUon tlwy had 1D l'Piilld wea 

n~lflaetioD of the ProteataD~ north vtth the Cetholie aouth 

an5 a.•tGal Brit:iah wtdldr..,.l from the pro¥S.nce. 75 '!hey elao 

earrblcl t:ho~ •trlah W"lty -wuld wol'k ODlY lf the lt:»rt:hem 

Inland rroteat.ant.a vho would become the laleds m~:rity, 

were IIO'.tlOW g&.arenteed ,Pl'Dteetioft by the Britillh Gowrnment". 76 

'fhe :&JLP aleo •tJe 1~ wry eleer t.ha~ •unleu the Drtt:i.tl 

Gowl'niD&nt allow the t.aaae ol. •t rt Alb w ty to be Sncl u.., 

in the Stora>nt. telka, it vould not ,partici.l)ei:e• • 77 in the 

fos- »erey conference, which vas ~mpOMt1 by the .sec~ary 

of .oiteta f01t Northern Ireland, H~ny At.'kir.ta, OD 21 oa~ber 

1979. 

Whee the confer:t".r.t"e was held bebfeen 7 Jantaary to 2t 

Maa:eh 1980, iiOLP vaa permi~ted by the secretary of st.a~e ror 

R>~ern trelerd, H~rey A~lna. tD ,pl(..ce its .PftPW on tbe 

•tnah r>iMenas.on• and put. hla OVD .. 1'0!#0•1• reoardi.D9 the 

form of oowl'DIItll'l~ for fbr~m Jrelan,l. The .il.>LP pi'QP; aed 

a pover-ahartno F.xe:ut.iw in which ndftor1ty cepaaeat.etion 

woul.c-1 be t:here in pro~,ftion to their at~th in the A•embly.78 

75. 1Dt!£MU.mnJ. U••J.<l Tfibgna ( Port•) • 20 tt~ber 1C)78. 

76. Ibid. 

77. U\e 'rimeaa. 26 March 1980. 
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'!'he rocmt Pl'OPJAla of en tillh Gowmment, envt.aege~ 1n 

·~<'hit.e Pei)er' of A!)ril 1982, hiH~ e!l\Alea1sod on the Aaaernbly 

~Slaetion ln !brthem 1 nlend. 'ltte Aa:~embly el~tions were 

held on 20 October 1992, where 3:1LP oot lt aeeta, but hea 

HfiJaed to take aeeta in the A~ly. John H~, the leader 

of ::i.)L.lJ, hea voae aa fer •• •ytng thet "the results of the 

election ahow thet .:remea Prior • a (the ~ecretary of state for 

Northom Irel~n<1) :~aM!1bly la as dee-1 as a Do<'fcl•. It ia atilt 

tD be aeel'l thet whet Wculd be tl1e nen ~ro!nRle of the .:iLlL? 

whteh co\&14 •ttafy the politieel J18rtiea in Northcn Ireland 

ea vell as the ar1 Ush Go~rnmet. 

Ji'M Ftin 1M \he 1M 

.;linn f'ein, !onnoo by Artht.IE' G~iffth in 1905, vea best

eelly e morlera~ a:>V'tJIIent. It did not clenatc for e total 

iDdepec.'lenae. 'l'hua, originally, it was not Re~ublieen 

mowment. But, after- the signin<;; of Anglo-Ir18h Treaty of 

6 DeCOI"lber 1921, .am Teln vas i~Plit into t.vo QftHlP•• The 

major!~. led by William T. ~aorave, vanted to aeaept the 

tnaty. L('lt.er on thta gro~,~p became 'fine Gael. tftle gft)up 

which rejected the ueety, led by Eenon ne Valera anct refut.Jt-cl 

to rac:OQniae t:he new abte, vaa eelled stnn Fetn. Flbm 1926 

onvcrda .iinn F'e1n operat:ed ea a poll~icel wing of t.he lri.tl 

Ro.,ublioart Ar.rty (1Rl~) vb:>ae aim vaa t..'1 overthrow i:he tr•t.v 

&nd lrillQ atol.tt the reuntrication of l'relanrl by ut~e of foref .• 

'lb• UU\ waa t.ftned in S:Juth of Irelan~ efter the oornbtno 

cen,c.iaic;;n of lq30tJ tr; nrtuin and Irelen<1. But ~inn rein was 



100 

allowed to continue as a ~liticel orgal"liaetion. However, 

.3ilm FeSn a•4ill)()rted the IRA • • etm. Gradually S1nt: Tein deve.. 

loped aome left vinQ .Philoaophy. ~ile dle IFA carrie~ out 

ita .-rio~ military cempe• Srl Britain and Nori:hem Irelend. 

With the &~;)lit in the IR.A ir. late 1969, Sinn Fein 8180 

vaa IPlit 1Dto two c:J!'O'Wa - the •Provisional stm Yetn• and 

the 'OfUc:tal st• Pein•. Pr.:.•Yisional stm 'Fein atJi.Perted 

the campaign of Provtatonal IRA tn !'10r1:h8ftl Ireland ant! 

Official .iim Fein OJ?.POaerl 1M• s violence and went mre and 

more in fe~u of .POlitieel .ettvo. tiea. ln 19'77 • the O .. ftetel 

sian retn Perty aatle an ad~it!ioc to it.a tlUe uti called 

it;jelf -rhe .ilm Fein - 'The workera Party". 'lbmea MacGiolla 

bllcaMe 1~• President. At ~raaent :lt baa D'O ••t• ill the 

:0.11. '!be Sinn F'ein - The Workera Party hea e left ViD9 

mcialin. aocio-oeol\omlo p~t>c;rarrme but it fe~ura nconci

liet:lon towarda Ireland. The J?rovlaional Sinn Fein• • actlvt

t.iea an con 4~1ned mainly :ln Uorthel'! Ireland end are pr1mer:l1Y 

1ft a~r~ of the obj .,t:lwa o! the .e>ro'¥1 sioaal 1 RA. 

The Ir18h Republican Army, which vaa t.he military vtn«;J 

of atm r-eiD. became aot.tve b 1969 after a lono lllt:erwl. 

But the iDDer l'i Wlrlea iD t:he IRA in lat:e OeceMber: 1969 led 

~ a ~tePll ~ 1ft the Irish ReAJubltean Army ( IRA) • or the t:vo 

W~a Wiah emeroed Oft Of the a,a>lit. the •otficiala•, dominate! 

by cathal Gotlld1D9 ( Preaiden~ of .:Jinn r--ein) • were non lefi: 

or:ler1ted and ad~.t)ted the ;:;ccieltst line envtsac:tnQ • tJr.St..a 

..bctaliet R~liean Irelend. ror them ai:rugqle for: national 
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~d~ndence an·l a·.eiel re-t l\tticm ve.re inseverable. io/1~ 

their Marxist 1deolOOY, they dofl'Jrlated North em Irelenti Civil 

Right.a ba:ci ""tion aft:er 197t.79 '!'tle other wing •Pro.ntdonRta•, 

believed 1ft action rather then i<leolOQY enrl its leadarahtp 

he.d 9one inw the banda of ~~ae oitiafain, who believe(l that 

Inland coul .. l be united only by mena of Violence, bomba end 

bulleta.90 It al110 believtl('f in e re~.erel eon~t:itutlon or 

Ireland. 'lhe first rJeclurefl taak of the •Prov.is1onala 1 waa 

t probct the Cntholic CO~ity from the t'rotoatant para

mill ury foECea. 

nonethaleu. the yeer 1970 aav the in~rmitt.tll'lt rtottnQ 

ar:d ~oleee ln torthem Irelanc1 by b)th •Provisionals• and 

•Offtelala• who .->met!l!\ea fougM wtth each other eleo. 

HDvever, the Pft)vi»!CClela ware anore a\ICCeaaf\11 1ft att:rao~Sn9 

the Ca~Ue Q)III"'Uftity end obteined t!heil' a~rt.. Thua, 

it became !K>~uler in eoll'pBria:m vi~ Of~·tciela. tcnethelesa, 

both the Qro~• eoa-11 ~eed tcmriJn and it wea eatblatec! 

thet. tn 1971 tveney per eet of the tertt~riilt: aat1v1t.iea 

was eorm•i tted by Off1eiala alttl rtt.\ft by the Pru v1a1onala. 81 

•xntemi'M!Ilt• wea Sntroducei! in ?~or1:bem Ireland largely 

due to tho viol•~ eet1v.1tie11 or' the IRA. It vea PJ:0'101ced 

pertly by the 91olt11~ lneS.<Jent of 10 March 1971. ill whieh 

79. Tom Bovdeft, •'ltle IRA aft~! the Ch.mginQ Tactle.s of 'l'arl'tl
rtsm•, i!Oj\J'!c'l ~~uergrlx, wl. 47. vctober..Decembor 
1976, P• • 

90. Jbtd., P• 435. 

Bl. •)'Bellenc:e, n. 58, P.P• 132-40. 
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three .sco~tiab eoldiera vere brat:ally killed by the IRJ\, its 

maas1w lDmbinQ en1 aeb:>t:eve ceftl.l81on which destroyed the 

Daily Jl! lnor (pro-Sri ~1• Labour P~er and tredS. Uonelly 

mt1-lr18h) • on 17 July 1911, aDS the 1d111n9 of a Bri~i.t. 

.oldier oa 8 Augut. 1911. 'ltle 1nte~i: waa t.ntrodtS:ed on 

9 AUQuft 1971, 1n vhteh 53 ?.rovia!onela were tntemetl on the 

wry f1rat day. Sl.Uerly, appreheMiona about IRA for0*1 

British Governmen~ to teke the • soel.ll'i ty• noeASt&"ea in 

Weatmins~er•a hen«'a. Hovever, befon the int.rod..:tion of 

1D1reet. Rule•, the IRA ne(,e e three point. Prt>.POMl which mt.b 

•otf1a1ela" and "Prvvlatonela• bad 8QPPorted. ttb- rlemanda 

vena (1) an ialnedtate vU:hdrewttl of Britlllh forcea fi:Of!\ 

Nor them Ire 1 rm dr ( i1; the abo 11 ti 011 of Stoi'IIOnt. Perliemtmtr 

(iii} en ameat:y for llll pollti~el prtlf:}ners ( trtfd, unt.rl.S 

ad tho .. who ere m Vllftt.e'" llat.) •82 'l'he British Go~mmet 

,ltct not pay any heeA to the Provlstonat• a 1emend beceuae 

of the fact tbet. it wa \lnrealiatic:. Hence t>m~a1cn6let 

tuuec! a 8tlitement dealerlnc;; t.hllt, •guerilla war in nort:h 

will cor. tin~ etil the Br:l ttab GowrmM!•nt ag wea to ed the 

s.r.t.el'ftmBD~ wi~ut ulel. withdraw :l.te t.ro(4):il tmd grant 

,polit:l.cal tartme&~ty to ell politicel priw;ncra•.83 '!'he .:PI.P 

Uicd 1=0 mediate betw'een t.be IRA enf:t the British Go¥errrnen~ 

o'ftiE' th- IJft)poMla llftd. ea a reault:. a aecret meetlD<J vaa 

hcl(J, on 7 J\lly 1972, bebteSt the lFA cona1et:e4 of Mae 

e2. Fa\lllmur. lle 44, II• 150. 

83. The Ggprditp, 12, 13, 14 Ma~:eh 1972. 
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Stiofe8b, o•eomoll, Gerry AdoSma, 58UQa '1\ror:ney, l'IOr Bell, 

end HartSb Me GalneSMnt! W1111em Whitelaw. Thia maet1nQ 

broke down on 9 July 19'72, which led to the e.aeletion of 

t.eftt,riat eotiYitJ.~• end bombinga by P~tJv1ajofte1a. on 21 

July 1972, tbel'8 1Mre 22 exploaSona tn Belfaat. vhleh U»ok 

the life of eleven periiCI\e •d lnjara.! hanrlred tm4 t..v.lty 

;;ersona. This inatdent vee Jc:nown ae •Bloody Friday• .a' 
Havevc, in the lDrder poll of S ft1er:ch 19'73 Stnn retn 

along with .:D.P ebeta1ned fcom wUDQ. Ana durtno the •trike 

of May 197' they e<lopted •a watt eDd vetch• app!OMh thoqgh, 

,PU"e<bXically, they aait! ~at •they vou14 not: welcome e 

s-di~t. wttbdr8'1el of Br1t1ah troQila froM the eotatJY'. 85 

It al.o took a aarioue ~., of Ian Paial.-y• a t:hr•t that. •u 
~· bombin9a end ahoo~D<J• dD ~:t. 8tO,P, tta. the 'Loytaliat:a• 

Vlll fluah t:bem o\11: eD4 deauoy th-". 96 

The Pl!'t>rialcmala continued 1~• terrodat eetlvit.tea, and 

wheD Bdtilb Govemmet calle<t e Q)natltut:lortel Con¥81'\t:ion 

ill F'ebl'\lary 1976, the &Math of eD IRA h\IDQel' 8t:dker, Frenk 

stavv. led to eonaidenble vlolS'lee. !bia had wadel."lftined the 

Catholic a~t tD 3Ut,P. A not flar~ ~ follovinQ the 

neftlh by IRA a~por~era pzoteat1nq IMJetnat: t:he el:Dlitiext of 

t~Pt~elel A'riaoner estat:ua, for politSeal det:en ·w. Thus, t.errt.ri•fT! 

ecn tinued t:hroUQhou1: 1976 • 

8'• Mo 1•lllator, n. 43, P• 118 ed ala. aee Ma<Jee, n. 69. 
P.P• 152, 156, u•ae11~noo, a. 59, P• 197. 

as. lb! Oba«!!E• Z7 ~ay 1974. 

86. Ibin. 
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To ecbit?W ita qoal. tho Provi.stonels ater~ed hlmger 

st:ri'ke in the Maze pri:tOn in 1981. '!'hey el.:> ~ forth five 

<lemaftda before Brtthb Go..-nmen~. Tho• ~.vent 

(1} 

( 111 

(til) 

(1v) 

(v) 

fl'ee oaa>eiet!lon with other political prt.,nerar 

the doht to veal' thoU' Ollh elothea, 

the nvht to ore; an 1• their ovn reereaUon, ed~~Catton 
,ntt -won, 
the rtQht to recei w one via! t, one letter and one 
p.-,~el ~r week, 

the dQht. tD f\111 rtniaalOil of aem:~ ... oe 

aoMe of the deaards were ftalfilled by the Brltbh Gowmment 

though afte~r • lo• of tel! livea on the• ,....... However, 

for the IRA th1a ~olenoe r_,.lnen pert of ita ce...-svn tD 

aet1vt• 1t.a oo•l of • uni~ed Irelen4. In the recert North.rn 

Ireleod Aaaembly Election of 20 october 1982, the .POlitical 

vlft~ of IRA, aim Fein conteat:et1 the elect:ion and v~ 5 

seeta.89 Though it is a eonsidereble echl••ment! for Sim 

rein. it like the Si)L(.l he a retuaed to take their -t.a in 

the Aaaembl Y• 

4he AllAIEI Pony ~~~ ot;bare 

ttt.e MIN Ula~ Mowment (which had -cvott ta February 

1969 to a\QlPOrt! 'rerenoe o•Ne111) pe.-d the way for • new 

polit.!cel party, tha Alllence Party, ~rmed 01'1 20 1\prll 1970 

and led by Oliwr Na.-ier. Aobert Cooper • JCihn Hun~• end 

Brian Walker. 'l'tle Alliance p,_.rq, trierl to ft»rm a bri~e between 

ae. n" l"l!n!•· 10 July 1981. 

89. Ibifle • 25 cctober 1982. 
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the Cet.holiaa ancl the P10teetenta, end th\la euraoted membera 

fl'Om l:l>th the oormualties. And bece, it alei•d to be a 

non..eecnterlan oroenlMtion. Howewr, the party v.loo..,d 

the Dii'POt Rule whe it wea il'lp)•t'l ud atteaded the aa&"lln;ton 

OJnferenae (25-27 se~tember 19?2) elono vlth other t.wo politleal 

pertiea- t1lft8r t1nionift Pllrty a..S Northam IrelaDd Labo• 

Part,y. It elao ~rtec! the Wh1~ Pepe2' on ,povar.8hadaQ 

~1&1hed ln Mazeb 1913. lt. vae alao •""P'rt.et1 by Rtrthelll 

Inland IAbouc Party. At the Derl~ conf•enae, it t:r1e4 

to ,PI'oiiOte the Party•e eonw101!d.• plan on the •pollee• 

illwlvln9 the l".telltiCD of Roytal Ulat. tbnataballd!'J' aide 

by ddlt of a nev t'OI'Ce to .-a=ol the at.l"tet:a. 90 

However, Sn Jane 19'3 Aaa-bly Blect.ion, the Alllan:e 

Party C4JC)t. 8 •au, vt.~a NlLP VOt. CllllY ODe -~. 'rbu, 

Alllanae Party bee• a »Utfter in the potMr"-thertDv. Ita 

rapnaent.atlw, 011..- J. Rapier vaa the LeV Mlrd.fter aDC! 

tieed of die Offlae of LIIV Reform la the ttw•uUw. In the 

A~niat .. t.lon., lbbea- c. Cooper., •• t:here •• • Mlntater of 

Kaf'tiOW81:' S.vicea (he VtUI ftflt ill the ~lYe)• Jn the 

O>natit.'lt.S.onal oonvent1.on., the Pa~ fa¥Oured a p:.lVIH'-aharino 

QoYeiDilent iD vhieh bod\ the •Jorl- anr1 the l!dftorlt.7 CC·uld 

~are dle iiO'f'll' lb the adminlstretlOD. Beaidea tlle l•der 

of the P~, Ollwr Napier. nede a IJC'GP08al to ine&'e'·ae 

-u 1n the Weat.minftel' for Nonhcn Ireland from 12 to 19. 
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The Alliance Party etttlldec:'f the foU&"-PertY Oonference, 

held ln 1990. At the Conf'ennce it eeme With • propo•l for 

e ,pertnerllht.P fom of Gowmnaent, thr.:· ugh • t~Yablin of depart

ment.al e0111nt~eea in 11hieh eeeh m.tn1aU7 would be run - ar1 

al~arty eonm1~es, vith a penel of comnitt:ee Chairmen 

alloee~jnQ deilert.ma'1tal budoeta V1 thout Cebinet. 9 1 

froat 1980 tD 1981 aejor political parties fatted to 

nech oD any aQreement Oil .,. form of power.ahart.D9 P:Deutiw. 

thwa, a fresh •white iolepec• waa brought out by unttec1 l(tnqtlom 

1n .1\Pril 1992, which enviaeoed Aad81'1bly ElectSOD in rJor~ 

IJ:elaad. IJbe Allt.aaae Party cont .. t:ed the eleat1cn Oft 20 

Q:ttober 1992 -~ woe 10 ... t•• eQreetn9 tf:; ahant the power 

in ~ Mort.hern lreleDr.l Aaoenbly. 

'rtuaa, lt ia obvloua that: the !~ort:hem Inland pzobl.S"'' 

txlok a •rlowa bam a ftc 1969. lbth t.he major pert:lea lD 

BE'ltain - the Leb)\U' PartY, which vaa lD power the' t:irw and 

~ a:tnael"ftti" Perty, the main CH>Oidtioa PU'ty then - t..d 

fallecl tiD ~~~t ~e nfo»nat.ioa ~anme in Northem 

lnlaDd. Rovev•, on f__.amant:al <t\18Rlc:ms d\et:'e vaa con8eflaus 

between the IAb:nar and O:>naerVI!rtiwa. 'l'hia coQJ.d be seen ln 

tile a\WP()r~ i:he Qc)n..-wU.a Party geYe to tbe IAbotar Pttrty 

to dee1 ridl t.he PIDbl.-n ~nughou~ 1981. 'l'he Q)n•rwt;tYe 

leadee • Ct&aintia HoQV, aad tbe IAb:nu- l•der, Denis Heal-v. 

elso el£hanaed ecnQntuleUona, •ying that: •o• object:1wa 
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••• are ident.ical• •92 A~ the aeme time, the TJnioniiilt Party• a 

unw1111ngne:ua to ir.·J,k.)lenent t.he reformetion j)IO<Jf'lttm\8 in 

Hon:ham Irelemc5 ~eereted diaap.ointroen~ a~l'lq the L1bee'8ls 

in BrU:atn aDd e180 a11011q the ca~lk evmnunity in r:orthern 

Irel~;Dd aa well. It waa in th1a context that: Jerf!!r.f'/ Thorpe, 

leade&- of the I.,ibe~t~l Pert.y, had aaked the Nort:hem Ireland 

C'10vemment tblat they maat. })mduae e time table for oanyt.ng 

out the re~orma. Hovwver, the failure of reformeUon 

.Pl\..9r• ... had naulte4 jJI maaiw vjolence in t~then 

Irelaal! by tbe Idah R8£,)ubl1ee AI'J!2Y, the military vtng of 

the 5im Fein. 

Both the l..abour and the ooruserwtiv,;s were of ~he .s,., 

that peace llhould be reatorod ill Nort:hem Irelll'd. And, for 

thia reaa.n. '1D1:enua.nt.• w.• Sftaoduced by the U'niontat 

Gov.riiiMNlt. in tcn:hern Ireland. The 1Dt.mcluct.ton of •tntern

mect.•, thoUQh may be xeQarded ea e rtQht ... sure. erouaed 

•tronc;t reaent:met. anong d\e Cet.holtca. Ind•d• they nga~ed 

it aa a tbreot. to the mtnorit:v community in ft,rttle!"n trel{1f14. 

Theref'Dra, ~ial DeRDant.to and r•b)ur Perty of NOrthern 

Ireland aleo oppoaecl !ntenunent. fi.'Ofl\ th• ~ baQ1nnin9• 

And a CiVil Di.aobadienc::e JSl~nt. vaa elao orvaniao4 eQeln•t: 

it. The r .. tberala beQen ~ orit.iei• lntarn~WMtnt vhMl ~~ waa 

found ~~ the interneea belonge<t ,.inly to t:be minority 

COMI1l\Ulity in NOrt.hem Ireland. 

92. 'l'umer. b. 4 • .P• 45. 
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The •iatemment• could mt chek the t:erroriat ae~tvitiaa 

ib NorthC'ft Ireland. 'ftle O>naerwtiw Part:y, vhieh vaa 1ft 

"'*•~r th•• took a llet'lOWJ note of the detedonttnv lw and 

ord• at tt.~~~tlon ill no ~'them 1 reland lllld b&'ou;ht the Pft>,_ l'lee 

tander •r>trect RUle' fzom Wea~ater. '!'hcugh. for 'b:>th the 

lnBjol' »ertlea - the t.abour and the Conserwt1w - •otr:eat ~ule' 

vea ~arded •• a laat zeeort, tt •• o.PenlY op~aed by the 

tJnioniat Parqr an.J the Loya11at qro'-'Pa ln lGI'them Ireland. 

On the contnry, the lntmductton of ntl'ct Rule vea welcomeo 

~ the ;itlLP end the Alliance Perey. 

3D rar •• the Njor pert.lu lD &ri~etn were eoncerned, 

they newr re;arf!., •Direct Rate• ea a lOftQ terrn aolution to 

the Northem Ireland probl•• !berefore, they fa\\IOW:oo a 

~r-tlhariDQ BXecqUw which au\lftled func~tontnv fmm 1 

JWluai'Y 1974. ~. UDfartunetely, the pc:Mtr-aherin<J becative 

dl~ ftOt leat: lonQ• There emerged e unlt.e4 p:>ltUcral ~10nt, 

the Ufti~ tnat:er urdonift 0Duna11 ( 1nJUC), which delzla;· ded 

tbe aboU.t.'.on o! the •mrcut.t,.• and the 91Y1nQ tW of the 

idea of a •council of Inland• • Thia \If!& follOW'ed br a atrike 

call Qiwrt by Ulabr wor1cera• <l:>une:ll, tn May 1974, which 

led to the collapae of a power-ahedDQ EXeeut1ye. 

After tbe fall of the j)OWer-llharino EXeautl'Wt the 

I,atour Party tried tlo reaol,. the ertaia thl'oUQh negot1et1ona 

•d !o&" t:hia naaon a CONitit.uUonel convent::lcn vea bel~ in 

1975 bta politk:el lea.era ill t~rthem Irelalld failed to 

r&"'Jeh on any e~reement for e pcNer-ehertng gowrnrt8lt. It 



109 

ney be mentioned thet the n.tn reaa1n for the conati~ticmal 

CODYalUon WU tJnitetl rnat:er unionist <l>une11 1 8 oppt:¥lt1on 

to •Y fon of EJI8Ctatiw gowa11nent which woul«, ba a coe11t1on 

of poltt1ee1 pel't:iea. Nevcthelaa, lt augqeaed the ~atoretion 

of the old type ftOI'Ift:)nt _,..t.,.. Tht• vaa obvioWilY 89alnst 

the vtlbee of t.he cat.holSe cotamlalit'Ye Hercte t.be SX.P oppoaed 

that iliO~Ml. Mol'eowr, the conaen''-"'tift Party al80 Nde 

it clear that any old type storm:>nt QOW!ftftet w\114 be 

totally unaceeptabl• 

!be O>naerwu,. Party came in power ln May 1979. 

Fruh init :lat:iwa were taken ore. avatn. tlllll*!iat.ely ef~ 

it ·-~d power a COnference wea pi'OpO .. d asa:mo t.he fo\11' 

aajol' ~rt.iea in l.'brtbern ll:'elaD!Ie 1ft adtU.t:1CJD i:o i:hta, the 

am .. r•ti•ea hed take a n eber of - auea ~ hl:•k t:ho 

,politiaal deadl.oo1t a BGir'tbel'rt Irelen4. 8ft all of th• 

feUed. IDdeed, the r.waia r•aoa for the failure wea dla

avn••• 0,_. the d4nD1Wd adllin!ftntion. Hencte, t.he 

CDn•rwtlw Pa.rt:y bc~n~;h• 014 a .., 'f;hitle Pe,per 1ft Apdl 

1982 v'h1ah ~ ea ~Y elec:UOft 1n ~~herr trelen4 

oft 20 oatol:ar 1982. !be po11t.~ cal .Partlea in ~rthtll'ft Irelan-.1 

coet•ted tbe elct:ton but tlft:J of th• - the ,:i:JLP and ~ 

alJm rein nftlllfld t:D blce their aeata ln t.he "-:rt.embly. Tho\IQh, 

botb the ,peru .. hew vot a Qa:>d nwnber ~ ... ta, the A88embly 

1• still dond.Dated by t:be t1rli;:.·nl.at Party. 'l'hcefon, the 

f~orthern Ireleltd Aa~lY' a deci»lona ere likely to owr

vhelmSDQly re~t t:he unionist vteva. 



Wbe t:be (;OWI'ftftl8ft~ Of lnl.ei'Mt Ae~ Of 1920 Calle iftto 

effect: on 22 Decenber the •me y•r, the aix Co\.llttea of 

R»rtbam Ireland wero aundered fi'Oift the blalt.y-sSX counttee 

of the south. A ,_r lauzo, on 6 Dec•bH' 19 21, a f 1 w l!lalnber 

Irlllh dele;ation, led by Arthu Gd.fftth 1111d Michael COll1na, 

s1gb~ the Anglo...Jir'lab t:nety end cneted .iouthent Ireland. 

!he :iauthern Ireland VIla c;~tvas ~e rtomt.nloa atatua. Tho\lgh 

nobody weabd perUUon, tho• vho 81911ed the trefty thouvht 

~t. thia vo\Jld 'be the 'bea~ v.y to +"!nd e t.~ra~ aolut.ton 

w eit. I~:el•da.1 

!Dfton c!!e 98len, who had nplaee,., Arthua- Grtf~'lth •• a 

Siwa Peln Pnaident: on 26 OOtober 1911, •d h1a ~ftera 

o,ppoaed the U.ty but: f•iled to prevet. ~e peaaeve of the 

t:r•~ iD the Dell and thla led to the • Cl.,.l war • ta 19 12 

'betwe• U.. og,ponent.. and proteQoldata of the tl'eet.y. 2 'l'hta 

'ClYil war• leat.ed till Mey 1923 and it. reaulUd ta the 

f.-Uoa ~ bfO •tn political part.tea ill Ute southem 

~~-4 • CU.I'lft MnGa~el, led by William Te CcUIQ!'aft 

1. Gawet. rttJOenlt!, ~~....,.~~....~~~~~~~~ 
13 and aleo eee ,. 
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(pro-uoaty) (now thia P11rty ia known as rtne Gael, 1~ by 

F1UGereldj end nama retl, lee by Ramon de Velere (antt

tl'eety} .l Nov tt: ta let, by dMarles J. Haughey. 

'ltle idee of e •eouneil o! Irftl.,~· vhtch vea aoot:ed ~ 

SPOOthat the reletions en(~ tD keep the link betveen the south 

end the t-1ort:h wea elao quickly eb8ndoned. In 193'7 a nev 

o::m.:;t1tllt1on ves Ertectecl by .,lebiaeite an(1, finally, Sn 1949 

the ~!lthem. Irelend withdrew from CDmr.on•,teclth end bfocame a 

ReL)utlic. The 'Irtllh 0\Jestion•, bowewr, r«'le1nen t.he et!l'ltrel 

t•~ .sn the _pollt.ica of the Republ1e of Ireland. The worsel'l

inQ eittJBtloo of Northem INlan<'! following the leWlchinQ of 

•ctvt.l Rioht.s ~o.-nent:• tn eerly 1969 o•w the oP{,on~mtt;y 

to the Irish Prtna MtnS...t:er 1 John Vynah, to 'iDtlerMt1onaltze• 

the ~'Orthelll Ireland ~blem. 4 'l'ha Republican Gownunent: 

eDr·o~ed, on 21 ~1'11 19M, that: Jn \fiev of •growing dia.. 

ea\ tent end •xtl."ene 9 rav1 ty of the a1 t:ue Uon • the Prima 

Mini at:«, John Lynch would like t.o meet: t:he Brltlah Prime 

MiD1ater, liea:old \#Tlleon. '!be aono\IPG~~J~Hmt Mid thai: the 

Irlah De,p\Ry Prime Minlater, Fl8ftk Aiken, would apprtae ~ 

u.ti • .tecreury General tJ. '!'han~ of the alt:\JBt:ton 1n !:ort.hern 

Ir:eland. 5 

Oo 23 Apdl 1969, the Ir:bh FOreign Mtnl~r, Pat:rik 

Hillery me~ ~1. 'l'bant and e8kef! him to irlbi"Wne tn the 'l'rtah 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Jom ~!agee. ;gl'\bery Irelp; Critil egd con'li£$ 
(LOrdon, 1974). •)• 6. 
~dgar: o•BIIlle~~· Ter~~ '-n Irftsmsh TJ>a BtJ1~rB! of 
!i.ilJil (Nowto. 1~. 198 :, l..i• 1 • 

lhe GuarJigp (!-!anchcatc~r), 22 ~ril 1969. 
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Paoblen• eo that the 'Ciftl Ric;bta• co\lld be nsto~ la 

tbrthenl Ireland. It lft8y be ~'eeelled the~ lft 1965 the Irt•h 

Prime Mini a~, seea L-••• fo~ the fir a~ tl .. ~hanoe-' 

Yiatta ift January 1965 wlth tbrthern Irelend Prinae MWetc. 

Tuece o• Neill, with a view tQ nornalia.tng the relation• at 

the hiohea~ l.,.el. 6 Bu~ tho ..,..,.d 'Vtolenee at tbe htqhest 

of July ant! J\UQ'Ift 1969 in Northam Inlllfld aft'eatet! any 

.,I'QVr:eu 1n thta ti1roction. 

HoveWS". 1n Aul;uat 1969. Joha Lynch, tbe Xr18h Pri• 

M1niat.er. in a broa.1east. t:r.\:-~ e propoal for the Rat:ionlnQ 

of a 'J•N• ,PeaCe ke411P1D9 force in Northca Ireland and al80 

etalled for a '&-ftlew of the COC.ititUt1crtal poeit~.OD of ~

pl'O'ftnee•. But the whole 1uue vaa a1detl'8Cked by the 

Brtttah Go'Y81'8~~ vb• it proclaimed that the tbrthem 

l&'eleftd waa a pen of the untted Kinc.;rdolft •d tbat the Pft»bl• 

then -· 8D ·in~l •tatr".' of the united J(inQdont. 

l:fowevu, ~policy of the Iriah Republic toward• t.M 

R>Z'thtll'D Ireland queat:lon we• en\meiat.ed by John Lynch, 

Prtm. Minta....-, cm 2S Augt!ft 1969a 

J need DOt: elC(lldn o ... j\1St1fy the f.O..etal 
fJes11'8 of the owr.thelminCJ .,ori~ or the 
.,_,ple of tbia leled for the nai:r)ftt.iCil Sa 
soa. fOI'tl ot ita neUCI'Jel uni~ •• •• HoveWr, 
• •• ve haW llO i.fttenticrs of uamQ forae tiD 
nellM this r'!eain •••• Of ita nature thta 
poliC"f'- of eeek!DQ unity thrco;h aore__,t 
in trel8nd bebrae Jrtablne. - ia a lono-t•• 
Qne • • • • Let. IMt make lt clear • too, that tn 

6. Ltem de Paor, D1yided YlU« (M1d:Uesex. 1970), 
pp. 146-47. 

7. ]lle TrJ.mmt (Arubal•) • 23 AIJQ\l.tt 1969. 
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aeekifto re-W11f ieation • our aim ia not to 
extend the d>ltinet:lon of Dublin •••• I envt-
88«1ed the poaaib1lit.y of lnt••Mate ft8ge 
lD an e,pp~aeh to e flnel 8QftEt<1 .ol•Jtion ••• (B) 

'!be •d of 1969 11811 a najoa- ch~e wh~ the IRA vaa 

~lit Snm t.wo gxoupa - •Officials" With more left oriented 

ldS)loVY end .. ~roviaionala• which beli!:Wd 1ft violenee and 

ac:ticm re~ t:baD ideology. 9 The for•r adopted • ~ciellat 

appa:oeeh and the letter alao ref!lMd to eoree vlth the stnt-.,y 

and r:eena of lha Republk't~ Qovemmant t.J unite Ireland. Thia 

dewlo~ t had a notbble ilnpeet on r.y.,...ch • • poliey. 'rhe" 

ws a reaet:lon wlthift hia ow Party beaauae of the em.Qa'\Ce 

of a mgn millt.Dt. oro~. ~NiJ them who harl ~t.ed the 

rn11itant. group vera Charles J. Haughey, the Finance fl! ird.ater • 

Neil T. Blaney, AQrieult.ur:e Miniater. and krlin Boland, 

Miniat• f~ t.ocal Go~t. ant! SCei.al Welfare. HOW'eYSr. 

in N~ril 1970. Haughey aDd Blaney were chtu~ed with att:o!:l)tino 

tg ~ erma aoEO• the bol:'der t1o the IRA in R»rt:hern Ireland. 

FollowinQ thla. lx>th of them wen di smiar.ed • on 6 ~•Y 1970 • 

fzom the Gow.rnmeot.. In a~rt. of th-• bro Y,1n1aara. two 

ot.bel:' M1n1at•a EOaiODed• .An1Dn9 them w•• keVin Bolalld who 

formed h1a own party • J-on tach~ Bireenn • • 10 But. the oowmrMmt. 

e. 
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feiled ~ PI.'OW the chettgea aaelftat: the aacuaed ena an 23 

cetober 19'70 all charaea aoeift•t the eccu.ed wen ~tamia.ad. 

lihUe doin9 110 the jtadge l'C'larked that • 801D801le hea bee 

lying• • 11 In •rly Mey 19?0, e ntablt.n N<Jezine, tht• Wnls, 

C'e"~etiled, after eotvluet:lng em opinion poll, that only 1'7% 

fe~UI'ed the een•.lino of the lrialb Artm/ owr •the Border• 1f 

the ~~ of Augut 1969 wea &"OP«ttefl. 12 

By i:he end of 19'70 the Lynch Go~ t ehl!llQed 1 ta 

£~Cliey towarda Northea Irela~ which waa m•d Oft 1fUI!C~ionel 

co..o.,el'at101\ 1 followed by seen LesNuJ8. Lyr.ob _pro~aed OD 20 

Feb~ry 1971, e ~aton of •p~eferetltial tariffs for 

lbrthem Irelenr! Q~a•, end c~atian in 1CB:Jas-border 

I'CQi~el develo.(JCI~en~·. lie elao c:talled for the cnetioD of a 

• j.;,int eoona.ic coW'lOU 1 • The idea bel1ind ataeh pro~aala 

were that •economic and a>eial ao..operu.tioa• woUld 1•<! to 

ni!..-stion of ~11Uaal ~aiof'.13 

Jn Nort.ham Ir~land, thet:e waa a OCIIlat:Mat effort to 

•·.;u,Jr88lil violence. BeceWte of the conUnt.ainQ \¥'heeftl howe,,.er, 

!brthee Inland GO'VOI'ft'Oent decided to tntmduee tnt.neent:. 

flor-ce on 9 Auguat: 1971, tnternl'nalt with:>ut trial waa Srltrotiuced. 

The Snt!Oductlon of •s.n~•nment• ha<l naulted Sn the ahelvlllc;; 

the ~11cy of 'ftmetiobal eo-operation• • 14 '!'be Republtean 

11. u• Ballance, n. 4, ~· 134 and a tao eee a:, nor crutae 
o•Bdm, iliBW of JUli[Jd (London. 1«l12i • .P• 24"7. 

12. MaQee, n. 3, ~· 22. 

13. KeaUnQe, rt. 10, iJ• 118. 

14. IbS.d. 
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GoWIMI-'~ reacbad ahllrply til:» the introduction of 1ntemmer'!~ 

at Northern Inland but •lntained the~t "We haw no int«JUao 

of uaiDCJ ou defence foreea to 1nterwne Sn the affelra of 

Fbrthem Jre111ftd•, end that the "'rbh Govemmet: eateot ud 

will not ·~rt any ermed activity which vUl ineYltebly 

caue f uftbel' auffennv and dee the" .1s 

It va• a.P.L·.erent that the :lnten~Mnt vould 'be a •hard 

Pill for I rUb Go'llll'nlneftt U» ...,.llow'. A et.l'Ong crttiet• 

of the Bl':ltitlb aD4 tbrtbem Jnlud Gowrllneftt1 a policy vaa 

•de in Oa11 on 20-21 OCt»bu 1911. Thoqgh, Lynch did DOt 

delay tbe GPeino of tbe wef'IQ• GatftPa •d oi~ aal1atancre 

~ tbe ref11;1 .. a froftl Nortitern INland. it •rk«t a •nou 
de,pertun fi'Om t:he conc1liato2'!' 9Qlicy follc:Mtd betwee 

Delfaat •ct ~1n. He »er.onelly .-t: ~ Catholic MPa 

1ft ftOD~Dnt aD~ ae- h1a M1n1atler for EneCMl 16 flllra, 

.,etrlck Hilluy, to LondOD 1n PIO~ eQa1nat 'lnt:eiaeat•.16 

Si*SkiDG in the Dail on 20 OCtober 19? 1, he •l d t•t 

the ifttroduetion of il'l~t had obftouly bee a •tnvic 

••t:aJce• and voutd heYe tr> JaJ eded quickly if proonaa veze 

w be achieved, ar·d that ~ .. ul.U•aa 80lut1oa lay in die 

creettan of a ''Jnited Irelabd•. Llam eoaoraw, tbe OWO•lticn 

Leader alao •ld, the ..... day, tbat "the oely ,PeEwnet 

.olut.ion to the Lli~~~ioa ift ~he aorth vaa a •t.tea lnlaDil. 

15. :..~:•:r¥ta~Mse fi!!JI!ft· 
Infol'lllaUOD 8\azeau, tn. 1). PI»• 11, 75. 

16. o• •ttence, n. •• PP• 150-51. 
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vbich co\lld not be ech18'WOd thr~ 'liolel'lee, ~reeaicm or 

thr,:, UCJh th• u.ae of !:>roe•, ae this kmd of e.ml ty woQJ.d not be 

loev leetln; end tbat it would be Qi).pe)eed by Irish people. 

'l'be leedea- of the Labour Party, Brendan cortah el., helt! the 

aaJDa w.ew. .a. a nault, the Ir1ah Gowrn•.,t•s poltcy waa 

to ~on the puatva rea1atance policy of the 1a10eat 

Cetho11c domlrlated ~&"~ of Northam Ireland, the soctal 

DenDenttc eftd l..al:our Party, and to bri~ the eaae of 111-

ttaetmcmt of Northel'll Inlarad inurneett hefon the E\UOpeaft 

Court of H.-n Rtohta. 

'l"be eventa of •Bloody suaday• on 30 J•nuary 19?2, e~t>uset! 

intense anger and indlgnetton ln I dab P..ep\lblle ebd em 31 

Jaftlary 1972 an C!ltlel.'gency .... son of Dell •t vhere Irtah 

,vrem1er •lo thct tt. oov.:nment vaa f\llly aet1afied t:hat 

tbere vea an QftP:r:o~ked etuek by ~ Brltt.h UooP• which 

re:~ul. ted in the aeath of 13 una ned cl v111ana ill Deny. '!'he 

onU-Br1t:1ah aent.llatmu ba~ orcwn in Dublin tD the extellt ti'l•t 

Ireland reealle(! jta arnJ:Je•a,lor in Londoft. Fufther, die 

Govemmant: of lrela~, mac1e e three point PrDil0811l. ,.._ 

Jr)EOj!O aala veres 

(a) tb• Bdt:Ub U'o~a amald be vlthdravn intaedietely 

fmm Deny, 

( bJ t.nw~ ahotd.d end, and 

(cj e declateUob tv the effect of Britain•• int.el'lUon 

tl3 aehiew a final aettlemunt of the tr1ah pzobl.-n. 
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HoveYer, :JOOn the I ri•h Gowrnm~t had e~ndoned the roliey 

which •• baaed on mutuel truat: end economic ec..oJ,~«et1on, 

hitherto pur:JUed, and, the •quiet ·1iplomaey• ol. Lynch ve• 
~leced by 1 d1~lomecy of pr-::teat•17, vhich blbUQbt the 

:)ublin Gowrnmet efltl 'leatminater oowmmet* faee.tD-fce. 

It la ale nr.erkable t:hllt the triah rom~ ,.,1n1stc•a 

aw~ech to the Uhlt.ed ~Uona end intemet1onal18P Uon of 

the 'lriah O'JNtion• by taking ~ the Ptt:<bl• to the Amerjcan 

f>reddent U1d the weat BU'OpMD Goveraraer\ta had ellberreMed 

Bd tatn. Tho• the AlllericaD Pre&ideat Ale hart! tot. f'?illt)n did 

not allow U.e Ir1eh .PI"Obl .. to infllllmCe AnQlo-Amerie• 

..S.aUOfta, ~. eeapaiQD of the Ir1ah Go..,..DtDent: eoald not 

go tmnotlaec'J. I ndeecl, lt foa:ced Weatmin•Ua~: tD ... .,.,d the 

~tDraont nQille oa 24 March 1972 and ~e.Pleoe it by a powel'-

m1r.or1t.y eo~~~nWlltiea. Thua, the eoae~ of power.abannv 
vbiob ••• pJ:OPOMd for ~ firat t:i• eftlftr 50 ,e.u of one 

perey l'\lle, vaa tnoluded in • ·~dlfied fom in the oonatitution 

NJt of 1973' .18 

The lftbt;)J1#!tion of 11>1reet Rule' f'r:om ueetmtnat:er 

marked the be;iDDSJt9 of a new en 1D dte Anolo-:r rieh relation a. 

Lynoh, 1ft an article, declared that the tntzo~Oft of diree~ 

rule in M:»&'tben lrelanc1 hed reopaned the I riah queaUon •• 

17. Keating e. a. 10, P• 118. 

18. Mfi9ee, n. 3, W• 22.23. 
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o vbole, and t:het the only .::tlllt1c.t waa an •trelaDd united by 

ag~t. in 1n~m'.lencer an Ireland ln a friendly relet1onahi,tJ 

wtth Brlta1ft1 an Ireland whU:h \1111 be a member with Brttaln 

of the enl~tl'tJed litUOpeen Cbrnuni ties• • 19 Hla ~nd wa for 

e ~ait.iva Britidlh eon1llitma'tt to eventual Irish unity but he 

ln~ceted th.~t in the meatvhilo he waa Will~ to teke ~ 

the queat1011 of the 1'8form of the Re~ublic 1 a OJnatltut;1: n 

tc We c::CI1taa of a !iev Irelend. 20 

Early 1973 wltfteaaed tho CJOnt:1nuat:ion of t:he •me t:ano

rist ect1"11Uea ln :orthe.m Il"'len<~ •• it vaa ~ eeae 1n 19?2. 

M•.sun• val"e tak.tw\ 1n the II'S.ilh R~ublte to chck the QrovintJ 

violence. Howewr, JD an opln lon iJOll conduetet1 for Duhl in • • 

t;undfy tpsJF•depS; ( SUDdly etlticton of the .PJO-J'ine Gael ruiva 

~ lrtlb IP4e•u'RD•) nev.-per of 4th March 1973, it vaa 

JNPQn.d that only 29% of the eombifted populattcma of Ireland 

8D'1 Northern Ireland conslriered lrtah UDlfieat.ton •• the beat 

aolut!Gil _, the Pbrthem Irelan<'! ertata, .nd 1ft Irl.tl Republto 

alone 37% of thoae ~lled tho u;ht thaic \a'll ey waa the beet 

110lu~oa to and the fighttao in the !brth. 

The l"ee.)leca'Jel'lt of Flanna Fall Party by J'ine oael •nd 

r.a'tb• Party (QMalition oow.rnman~) in the qeerel el.:!Uon 

of 1~ March 1913, h:Never. chen9~ the polJ.ay of tnlan~ 

tovarda a,~_.. Ireland. 1be a:.atitton Party in their 

19. Tbeae idees vera expreaae6 in a yey oeneal fom. :aee 
John M. Lynch, -rhe .AnQlo-Ifiah Probl..-, rprt1an AU tip 
(New Yolk), W• 601- rle 

20. lbid. 
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electoral cupatvn had ,prap-•. Hsed ~t if they ear. to p:,wer. 

Ltam OJaorew (FiM Gael) end Brendlln Cbrtsh ( Lebotll') • would 

be the Pl'iN r..rt.ntates' and the Deputy Pri• ~~lniater n..,a~twly. 

A foucteen J'Oiftt. policy ft&stamemt va• al*> iaa'*~ to filtd a 

!J88C•ft4 lk.ll\IUon tQ the Nofthem Ireland pi'Oblern end to end 

the blood-abed, lnj t~atioe end seetarte talClenciea. A atvatf i

eeat change of l"ine Geel vas that, it ~aai•t! •nc:::.ne.tlitttioll 

sethel" thin •tty• •21 

The Britle Gowraam~ ~aght oGt a •mttte Paper• on 

•conatit~o~tiooel ProJI'O&ela• on 20 Morell 1973. which ccntatnect 

the .Pl'OQI'aMia for the f~ue acla1n' at:nUCJn of ~~ort:hem 

IJ:"eland. 22 Thia lnel\l!!ec! a power-shert.ng QOWtmmont 1D 

~-orthern Irelan~. the tot:al tntegntSOil of Nort:hem I nall!lld 

in tbG tJnited Jtbgdoa. and the role of t:he •eoune11 of Ireland•. 

'l'hua. for: the f1rft ume. 'lriah ~)illenadoo• el08!9ed wit:h the 

concept of tho ~unctl of. lrelend in • Sunningdale 11Qre.-nt• 

of Deaombe~ 1973.23 

The 1\a.:Jembly electtcma were held OD 29 June 1973 t.n 

NDfthen Ireland for a .PC*er-ah.r.!rtnv vo¥em~. 'ftlla ... 

fo11oved by a ~rtibt talJt betveell t:he Ir1ah end Br1t.1ah 

Gowmments end the port.le• J.r,wlvec 111 the ~rthem Ireland 

21. 

22. 

23. 

\U':h TW• (Dublin) • 17 Mer:eh 197J. Aa Hrly aa september 
liM Gael aaa..,ted the~ the n•U' iee~lon ahotd.c.'! 

depend Oft a l!lftjo rS.~ ..., t.e 1ft rbl't:hem I relent'!. 

UK. H.l'!.s.o., Jf"'t• I(p1and otat~itV1;ionftl Pm.r.·:-IRl.l 
OUWl. 52!59 ( 19 ) • 

•·1 .o. F1ae~tea. '"''Mm lrtl,nds A rqtttigal Rtmwrv • 
. liAW2 (Dublin. 90) • P• 1. 
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bCU'tive t deld.Qilate), led by L1em (k)agnw, Rdwr-d R•~ end 

Brian Faulkner ~tl•ly, •~ sunning<lele from 6-9 Deo.-ber 

1973.2' tftle •evunctl of Irelt~nd• vhteh vas to include t.hlrt;y 

members eeeb fEOM t:he Dall and the N:>rthern Ireland Asaembly 

to iOE'ftl a COWX:il of Minta~era and a Cbnaul.taUw Maembly to 

l111>~W relations botwee the north and south, ea.Peelelly on 

ee~omjc e~t:a, ~Soh voa one of the major: iaauea enr1 we• 

Widely dittouaaed et the • sunn1~1ale confennce•. 2S It vaa 

olao flnel ,_y resolved bv tho Iriah Go,.nlli!!tirlt that, "then 

coald be no char·Qo in the atatu of torthern Ireland un'=11 

e majortt:y of the peo,ple of !Jorthem Irolen~ deatren a ehanoe 

ill the~ atetu.•. 26 However, t:.he Iriah co,.rnne~ felled tD 

oiacuas any amenc~t of Article 2 and 3 of the Q)n~tl~\IUon. 

1be Ueath Gowrauent, hat led the eQreement aa a .,.y eona14er:able 

aoh~t. In the •• win, coavnw elao eJCP..,_..,cl the 

YSov t:hat the ac.Jrfte£l<r•t would Qo a lonQ way t.o ... , t:he 

OCII\t.iDVenclea of the si'=tat.iola. 

on 16 Janui,ry 1974, the Chief Execu~Ye of Nart:bern 

lrel.Md, Bran Faulkner, r::.et ~he Iriah Pritt• Minlat:er Lt. a ... 

25. 

26. 
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Q)_,ra"Ve. co.g IDW t;ook the oer.aaton tD convince Faulkner 

that Dublin he~ aec~ted Ula~erta eonatltutior\el statu and 

went on to hold that it wo.atd IX)t aeek the • tlftifleetlon of 

Ireland• without the eoru1et of the a.jority in N:>rtbeJn Irelan«!. 

He aeaUI'ed Dell Oft 13 Maftlh 1974 that his QOWnnnent conal~et! 

NDrtbern l~elend to be a gen of the thll ted Kinadom and thet 

hu vowauuet --..pted thta •a11 a !act•. 27 Bovewr. 1 t ta 

ldQiltficant tg mte that t.he • .sunntngdale 11gre._t• vaa nav.

ltltlflad and the cla\IM 5 of the ~ree&nent • the ~lel'ntion 

of •tat\18 - oauaed the Oppoa:lUon Party. rtanne ratl, to 

ahellenQe it:a eonBUtl.IUcmallty kl the &\J,6oll'_.. 0:·\JE't of Ireland. 

The ••dlat of the oourt v!r!dieated the atrmd of the goveml!let 

lllllnbinlno &PW .l.1.il that: ita deciaion c'Jtct DO~ fruatrete the 

"-'IJblic• a Qoel of an t1nited Ireland. Thua, Tiamw Fail 

.CCt~»tad CO~~Qraw•a atat:~emeat With ..- reser.attQ\. auat.rt 

<i'Bz'adaigh, h•<'! of the stm Fein, the political e110 of t:he 

tri8h Re9ubl1ean Azmy t I!tl\) alA that in •aeoh at.at.emlmt 

Q:>.;nft lllltkea, he goes n•rer tD aubvert:inQ the con:~t1tutton•.28 

In the m~vhtle. ildlW Minia•r F.dward Heath Maa replaced by 

narold Hilaon after the Fe'tK'ueiY 19'4 Dritt.h Qa"leral elect.tcm. 

'Z'I. 

D )e 

28. Felll.kner. efter a ~~~ee~t.ng vttb Coagra,. in R:trt.hem Ir•l•n4 
on 1 Felxuary 197• had •1<1 the nql.llrtean~a for eatablillh
men~ of the council of Ireland V.l'tl recaonttion ~8t 
Dublin aocevt.ed Ulster• a atatua ea ,Part of the TJnit.ed 
Kii'VJdota• ~o......nt of aeeun ty aero sa their borde • 
and • report from ., vorktn; ~orty aet ~ at their meeting 
~~t dey to examine met.~a thet would be admtni•t.ered 
by e COW'lC:ll of l relan(le 
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Harold Wilaon on h1a firat off!oial visit to Northem Irelend 

t~a the Pdme Minister of BrttAI.n lend sUP£1Qrt ~ the sunntnqdele 

IIQ&" .. et.. OC:lno hb vt.ai t he eleo called for the creetion of 

the •council of Jr:eleDd•. In tbia r~erd he had eleo req\lllatall 

Llatn Q:)~~Qnw t.o mw qtdcJcly towarda the .focmal atoning of 

the ·~wmiDgdale IIQreemct•. 

In May l~?t, while apea1dnQ in the Da:ll after the 

aoll~ of ~r-aharing ex~uUve :ln tbr~ Jrelnm. L:lam 

O::JBQI'eve, Ir1ah J.~rf.sae Min1.ter, deid that tniarepnaentatton 

of its gurpoae anrJ the Violence ae well hacl <~atroyed the 

power-sherSng Ulfter EXeeutiw. He aa:lrl that .. the c~iqD 

of violence by dle proviaionel Vift(l of the Iriab R-...ublle8D 

/U:my had ~'\40ket1 a ~••:l.a 88CtarSen beekleah•. When the 

British Genae••~ .PQblisbed • •t:hite P-.per• on •The t~ort:hem 

Ireland ConatitutJ.ca\ 1 in July 1974, the hopae ~re once again 

kindled a a to the creeUOD of anotl ·• ~XNer-aaherincJ oovemr;,ent 

iD Nort.horn Ireland. !be h1lite Paper 81DJiihea1~ the eatablish

lftGftt of • j)C)Wer-shed.l\9 exeeutiw, ·~table to a lellQe n\ll'ftber 

of £-t_,~l• withift the eoar1nm~ey. 29 !t was elao aoreed, 1D • 

joint communique s. .. ued after the talka betwee the ttritiah 

Prime Minister Harold Wll80n mad the tr:lah Prime Mlniat.er Lie., 

Cc)agreve on 11 s.ptember 1974, that any a., adllimi•tntioa :ln 

t·'Drt.hem Ireland would have to be baaed oa .POWC"-sharino bebleen 

the Prote•~~nt enrl Catholic eommun:ltie5. 

29. Da'ek Birrell,. •A Gova~t of NDrthem Irelend ant! 
\.obat.acle of! ii"cweE'-.iharing• • Pgiit.istl. Qwa~e[J.v (London), 
vol. 52, no. 2, A.Pr:ll-.T\Ine 198 • i»• 185 a eleo see 
Mo hlliater. n. 24, p. 148. 
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the failure of Conatitut.toraal Convention in 19'75, hed 

1'8aulted ln the atew1ft9 QP of violtmoe on the pert ot the IRA. 

Tbu, )loth the 8rlt1ah l!llftif the Irtllh GO\fel'I'IMtftta hat! Plt>CO~ 

Vit:b .mU-~~rlam legialedoa vhtch we• agreed a~ sumtn;&ale. 

HoveYer, the Coel1t101l covernmen~• a •tn eoneem we to diffuae 

the tMleion ft81nly throli'Jh pen~·ding fobrthcn Ireland Pr:oteatenta 

that they bad nothlDO to fear f~ the soutil. 

Nevertheleaa, the quest for a pol1t1col aolutiCI'l ~o dle 

VIObl.cm.s of rbrthem Ireland remained altw. Though the 

R8ilubl1c•n Coalition Gowrllftet•a aim was tD encourage power_ 

.tlarlnG which could 1•~ t:10 a •.utt.able ~gnU:ion of the 

Iriah l>inMtnaton• of the tbrthem Ireland ~roblem, i:he lnat1-

tutionel1ae•j 'Irish )lmenaton• vea abendoner' for the fear of 

~EOwktllQ 11 loyaltat CO \.We 30 oe..,t te the faot the~ ~• rtne 

Gael Labour Gover..-.nt 11to0rt by the sun~tnodele poslttOft, lt 

vas rel1JCtaft~ to tcke the risk of a rere~wHlW!t which vea a 

neoeaaa.:y jiert tD any etoend.Riel'lt to the eonstit'-*ioo. on 29 

ocrtc,l:lllr 19'75, the Tien··e Fail .Pft fol'1:h the d-.nd that Britain 

llhould effect. •an ordend ~titMrawal !"&Om her tnwlvemeat. 

1n the atx Count.iea•, and !'E'OII'Iised t.ht1t: this dentallc'i votald be 

a~port.ed by di.,1lOMette end i.iOl1t1cal endee~ur a~ the !.7n1teCl 

1-;etiOI'la, throuQh the Euro~eell tn&~ti tutiona an~ epl)ropriete 

intcnat:tonel lx>dl••• 31 But. af~el' t.he party• • retum tQ 

paver in June 19?1 then were ,., 1n·~aet1ons thP.t thta policy 

wa. being follCMed. 

30. 'f'or o•Brien•lS tit.etement., aee Jrisb T31nM• 2!; september 
19'74. 

31. Ulfb UPU• 30 octt.,ber 19'75. 
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on 16 J,.e 191'7 dle Co eli ~m Go-.ernrner.~ of Liam 

O:>.,.-,raw "llS replf\eed in the Gent!rel Elections by the rtanne 

Fail Per~ end John Lyneh beeeme the newr Prime Minister. 

'l'tlough, doriftQ t.he elec:tlor. ce~aign the eoolttian rtne ceel

Labour had levelled the cbaJ:ge on Flanna Tell t:hat rtanne Fail 

bed ~t~~ny melllbara who supported the IRA end that t.he party 

volll.d inwlw the Irlah Republic in the pzoblS~'lll of Northem 

Ireland, tho ch.or.c;e ltas 1'8fu't8d by John Lynch. newrthelus, 

the defent of cos;;rave who had &\4i4.-orted the Br1t18h policy 

1n ROrthorn Irelanrt hed ce\II!Pff eoneern ln !!r1ta!n. 

'l'ho 1 r1Mh Prime ~ inister, John LYbCh, hovever, had 

made 1 t elear be!':oro the clc.ctiona on 26 Hey 1971, that: 1:he 

oowrnrnent would ~-1 ~· •Eml!u:Qecy Act:• whtc:b waa pJ:Onull-

9eted after the aaaesin~t:toc, by tho IRA,of Christopher F.Wert 

B~oa, the nrttlah aabeaaa~r t1;) Ireland. -rbia Eft'et'fJa"tCY Act 

conteined herah ent1-tarrori3t ~ee!Nrea that were uaed against 

the InA. John Lynch, after comtnQ to power, urved the Brit:l8h 

G~rBent. tx... take ln1t1ont:1\e for a devolved form of g~·vemment 

ill Nc>r~ern Ireland where ,PaVel' could be shared by the ~tea

umt. end C~thc lie COMIAUD1 ties. He el80 ••ked the Ameriaen 

Gownaeo't t:.:· ,put: ,tinaaure Oh tbe Br'1t1ah t:ovemmet into 

makinQ e /.'.elaretlon of int.tmt to w1 thdrew from NOrtllena 

Ireland. 32 lloweyer, Lynch wea rea fly for a political settlement. 

in :::orthem Ireland With • P=>W•-ahulftQ fo~~ of vowrnment 

--------
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end for vhteh he eleo aaaured his s~ort to the .i•1LP in 

R:lrthem Irel•nd• The two .Prt.me t-!1niatera. Jdln Lynch er~d 

Jftl\• cetleghttn, al110 met: on 28 Sf!A->t.cftber 1917 In vhleh Johr. 

Lynch instated that Celleqhan should ll8t e A.ftto 4'0r t.he nrt tlah 

withdr~l f10n1 Northern Irelen~. 33 

l~.tthough the cell for eWJntual re!Jilifiention vaa a 

<l~rture from the J.lnvioua Gowr:llr!lc~ • • stance on the tasue. 

John Lyr~ch ~eJ;lart:ed froM hi a ~8rtY'&J 1975 JJOlicy. vbteh he(! 

called on Britain tD declare that 1~ voulrl wtthdrav fro~ the 

J?w:oYiJ'loe. However, uavtd Alllirewa~, Pcrl1eanent.ary ~rtttary to 

the •tintater for FoJ:'e19ft Affaire, Rld on "' No~ber 197'• 

Jt. baa become al•r thet: the ett-.pt.ed -~u .... eet 
of 1921 failed t.o aolve Hr1teta•a •trteh ,i)robtea~• 
8Dd few will deny tha~ e problent atlll rernelna to 
be aolved tn Irel.rmt, • ••• The i!etJJ~md of thct •jor1ty 
ot the :lnhabtt:.enu of Ireland for reccontt101\ o~ 
t:hatr awerebl political s~Jentity bca• too 
anphet.ic for Greet artt.e!n to resist further •• •• 
our object.tw ls proonae thr,..>ugh reconcUtetton, 
1n h&rm::my wS. th the ~Mnt.:1ot:a of an elttetont:e vhleh 
baa eanatet.enUy end owNhelmill<JlY •de ~~ cl•r 
thmliQb the ballot box ~at t.he W~lty it._. .... ,. 
ttJ 1 s ono thet oosnea cbout in peace by corutent. and 
Ullder agre•, ftroo~una. ( 34) 

.. 1t. a -.tin«; oE the 'Flanra t'eil Pert.y connt~ on tbl"them 

I roland on %7 ~rtl 1978, Prime ~~ ntat.w John Lynch -.poke 

ah>ut the 9roviftQ t.er~trtam eoroaa the b:lEder ao·J ala~:> oft the 

u. 
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extndi tion lnws. He aid: 

It ia ~ortltnt to rernel!'.ber thet. many :lbtes 
Qtlllrd the right to doe1<1e whether or no~ they 
will extredit.e their ow nat.ionals, iE"re...,t.iv• 
of the offer!ce o"· vhich they are eecw.d • ••• In 
t:hia l'ftapect, our extrod1t1cm lews ere more liberal 
than those of ~ny F\U'O.t,.~een oo'tmtrlea •• •• t·ih~tt 
is ou~ poaition? 1 doubt if any eo\a'\t.ry ln 'R'.It'Ope 
has taken as attong e ste.n(l ~etnat ~.._, who wou14 
use terror for polit"cel .mds •••• Thil SQlll$" 11 
DR Mt• for t.orm n•\M· t 35) 

When Jom l-Yl"Ch ~ke in e radio lrterview on e Jan\IUY 

1978, t.hat "Bt·ltain ahould actiwly t..lflcourec;e Irish -.mSty, 

aid that. the Dubl~ Gowl'llm8ht. mioht eonair'!er en amnesty for 

tent.lriats once the tJla~ Yiolomee eded•., it eeaaed a ahasp 

r:eactkm eaon;J nr:ttiah Ministers. 36 This stnt...-st., was 

however, auff1Cient ~ ~~Cuffle the Secreury of stete for 

Northern Irelen-1, Roy Meaon•a Sn1tiet.1Ye Ylt:h the pollt:lel.,a 

of NortbC'n 1 rel.end for an •tnt:enm• return 'tO a devol vec1 

edm1niatretion 1r. Ulater. Thta abtemtlllt also led to the 

growing iJI'ft .. ure fi'Onl the o~oait1on polltielllfta like GarNt 

Fib!Gilrald of the rue Oeel Party aDd Fnnk Cluakey of the 

Ir1l;jh Labour i>erty in the Re,HJbllc. to •ramo~ ambtguitlea 

in his rernerks emut. a poaible amesty for _provi~cmal !~.A 

.Pril!k) ner a • • 3? 

35. 

36. Th• Tipe1 (London) • 9 Jan!Jll'ry 1978. 

Y'le lbld•• 10 JllrH•J:'Y 1978. 
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the Wotld Peeoe..O:nanctl vhlch bad Yiait.ed Belfa8t, m inveaU.. 

gate elletJationa of raal-tnat.ment of suepeeta by the Rritl.tl 

Seeuoity Foz:aos. This feet firl,-linQ Qro~ whidt wea eonsln«< 

of four ~»U"IIGila - Georoea Albert: Alltre (France), Atkya B•.tl 

P~o:ttaa (Greeee), Le,Jrt Hennlkai'*l ( rtnlend) an4 Cblt

Bt.raa, aecret.ery of the World Peace council from India, 

1nveat1Qeted and ifttarviewerl reprtuter.tetlvea of ol(:eni&ationa 

and :tndtvidala. They fotJnd that tort,.Jre vaa uaed to extract 

eonfedcd.otHI fro1~ .vera:>na Q~relly •raet.·CJnlsed a• tmocent•.~ 

However, tbe rep:lr1: of the Feet ~ln.-!inc;r com1tt.ee va11 w:ejeated 

by the Br1t1.tl Gownnntnt which •1d that the report: repreaent.i 

1ncomplft8 ev.ldeoae. 

The at tur~t1on det:er1ornted furt:h~r wh«'i Earl Mountbat~ 

wea murderud on 71 Augu.st 1979. Yollc:Mif'l(! th1•, both Britain 

eft4 lrelnnd Vlect;Jecl to edoJrtt tot,WJh SOCtJri ty !Oeth)'lnta t:het 

could counter th& gro\<ring violence. 'Itlouqh, Britain .relt that 

lrelan4 con<lef!Q'le~ the t:error1.rn of IRA, 1 t we• eCll\vtnced that 

Ireland wefl mt \'bing en: ugh to eoMbet it. Mal'9ezret Thatcher, 

who came to ~·r in Britain on 3 ~•Y 19?9, came out with four 

,prol,)Oaala t:e atreng~en 'the anti-t:errc·r1at car.tpetgn. iftley 

\8) '1\) allow ~oyal tna~er cmsubulery <letect.ivoe ~0 inbtr

vtew the tiU•(!Cts helo in the lriah Re~ubltc ( Rxt:radition 

of the au8;:)0Cta to t.;o~et'l!l Ireland was eon sidere<l e 

38. G&CI:'Qe .'\.lbert Astre, "British covernma1t vt.ol~t:lng Utanan 
Right:a in ~1::·rthom I:rel~nrl•, I!!M PjjEiWI'!ct!yo P.'elainkt), 
~1. e, 6/1978, i~P• 20-22. 
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pol1+-.1cal iJ'np)aa1b1lity fol' the Irish G~rrwnent) 1 

t b) Reorvenlzation of the Irish police, tnclurU.nq • IIJiM!Clel 

110bile foi'Ce eloao the border, 

(e) Groawr Iriah att.tmtiOl'l to IM eetlvttiea 1n C'lther areea, 

•L.Ieh •• tre1nirlc;, mmb.rteki~ tmd e~lally benk rober1u, 

(d) Provide ~er protec=Uon for voll-kb)wn Briton a in 

the Republ. ic. )I} 

Ireland' .s ~tt1 t~de, ht:Y.t~ver, wes that, ~he ar.U-t:err:'ria~ 

m•sures did net :'leel vi~h the roota of the trouble tn Northern 

Ireland. ~;peaktng at a n._.a conference on 5 sept:ernbc>r 1q'79, 

John Lyneh hed ae1d, "one mua~ 9et: at the ca!Jiite fiat. I 

believe that it will not te poasible to meke prr.:~reaa in these 

metter::~ W'lt11 we aee ao- !)Olitic:al 1n1t.1etive• eomtnq fzom 

the Britiah G~naalt.. l·Iowewr, earlier on 22 t1ey 19'78, 

there vas • propoal fEOm the l•der of OWOtJ1t1on, Garret 

F'it....Cerald of tlHt 'I tne Ga~l Pert:Y, t:hat. t:here &W1ould be e 

'federet.ton• or e confederation or J:~r~ern Ireland vtt.h 

Iriah Re,public. 40 But: the GoYOnunent• • .{J~.P~:.oaed a10hema wea 

U> unify the country, and, thentfon, not:htnQ eo\lld be done 

on th1G ,pro~•l• Afwr aom:t.nt t.o po~er, HUQerat 'l'hat:eher 

hed cl•rly st.u~d ~a~ aha did not fa93ur en •trtah l)i-.r.eion•. 

Howewr. by th1a time political •oa.• on the mth atdea of 

the Irl.tl bolder voraa1ed, ea Ulster •• two B1o "loyal1at" 

gro~a intana1f iect their public battle over tile _pro.l)OMd 

eotHJti tl.ltlonal conference. 

39. lDMEDtt.ismiJ. HtQid TAbel ( Par:ia), 31 Augu~t 1919. 

40. u•Ball~ce, n. 4, ~· 230. 
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In a Regioft81 conference of Fiabne Pall Oouneillora, 

Mieheal o•xermedy, Minister for y;·oreign M'faira eeid on 2 

j)fJGetlbeJ: 1979 that• 

All of ua ln Inland ere factn~ •Jor ehell«mCJ• 
••• to create the conrli~tc.l for peace, harmol':ltou 
devel(4>1nent end pm~:rlty on thte iala"ld • •• it 
ia ~ rnethlnQ which muat be built, deliberately 8ftd 
step by aep. ( 41) 

••. \ c live oc. ooe lale!!(J 'Jn!-: ~annot be iaolatc.~ 
fro1-:1 one amther •••. I bf,lleove the Iri.sh d~
sivn WKI'.Jld be recogniacd for wh;:\t 1t is, a 
poattlw el.e~~~~et which em •eke an 1JQnensa eontrt
buUan to ~rogreu towards e aolatlon. (42) 

on 5 December 1979, t.ynch .rt:ewed do~ from the premierahip 

end w.a NPl~ by Charles Haughey. For a f• veeka t.vnch 

wa• under hea'VY cri.ticlam for •1d.no hla •myator:I.OWI' c:ro

mrder a;reemel'lt wt~ 8r:l.te1n. 

Befon eaat~r~ing the Office of the Prilae Minister", Charlea 

Ha\lghey addn:•ed a ~reu conf erenoe em 7 Oecembel" 19'79, in 

vhlch he •ida 

41. 

42. 
43. 

• •• The Flanna Fall J..'Olicy on t;;orthem 1r~16lld 
ha~t been quite clearly ea..mcl~tec1 in tho 1975 
deeler.tttiaa by the ,party enii that will remain 
O\lr voltcy. There •Y be ~~· f'lifferer:c• 
of e~haaia Ofi perticuleor a~cta • •• the thruat 
of our ~->oltcy will be the Amea the reun1! ke~ion 
of our country by peecet.ul Jr.eena •••• ( 43) 
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~then he "'~• eaked br the Snt.ervt.ever on hie !)rlortttes 

eftor taktno owr the e~intattetton, he aett'h "l would regart1 

the .,..eefal ~tf~t1on of the !*>Ple of Irelan~ •• my prtsnary 

political vnortty•. 44 Hherl he vaa aaked about h1a a~itt!de 

toverda 'iJOwer-shartng• end 'Iriah dtrnerudon•. he aida 

• •• tbe 175 Ft.anr.a Fall policy I}O(:UilWJn~ eleerly 
i.,dloe~• thta p8lof.ng the vtth-Jnvel or dt.sm
vavelllllllt of Bdtain f10m Iriah affair• that. w 
shollld paraue the lMteCef\11 coming tooetf·,ar of 
the eor.amnltiea by means of intc:im irlstitut1on. 
MY auch lnterllft in.ttlt!Jtton vt1uld be volcorne. (.tS) 

HO'Ie981" • Haughey• a ldoa of ,peeoet\ll uniflcetion of 

Ireland ~ugh~ abaap reaot:iae from the Loyeliat Rev. Jan 

.r'eialey. He wemed tbe Il'ltib Pd .. Minister. Cherlea Haughey,. 

'that they 'WOuld die rather thar' •penatt.• the 1M to •~etn 

•their"' llha.red ooal of en ell-Ireland Republic •a'~ loaq •• 

there la a Un!Oil:let an~ P10t.eat.ent •Jorit.y in Nort:hem 

I rel end •. 46 r~nertbeleM,. the --.:ret: aecart t:y ai'J."'IJiftQ-.nb 

entered into Me~aret Thiitoher and John I .. yncb afur the 

mUE"del' of r~rd MOuntmt.t.e remeJI)ec!. 'Jba~ 1~ vea nill 

wlicl we• •de clear by the 1r i_... Prime Mlntatec,. Cherlea 

Haugh-v in the Detl OD 20 Fob&Wtry 1qao. 47 

It ia ~t:1mm~ to noi:e here the t. Cbarlea HaUQbey vaa 

able to o&~at: Jdlr. Lynch in :.>ecember 19'79 fl"'m the orftoe of 

Prime Min 1ater. one of the eauaea for the oudter wa Lynch• a 

44. Iblt'l., and aloo see Thf T"'a• 1e Feb&'uary 1980. 

45. Ibid. 

~. 'be TtnlQI• 3 J.:erch 1980. 

47. lbtd •• 21 ·rebE'uary 1980. 
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:lnebiltty to sol¥e the tntemal problem of ~ublle of lE"elanc!. 

On the other heftd Charles llaQghey re;ented the ~n:hem 

queetlon •• the non P\Porteftt outetan41ft9 IH\18• 

Before the pqbl1cetion of Br1t1.-h GoWrl'Pt.'lrlt•a White 

Peper, Charlea Heuohey, the nat Premier of lriab Repu'bl.je, 

while ad4welllDV the Ard..Fbeta tasual cObfereee) of the 

rulfDO Pl.••• y:etl, oo 16 Februery 1980 b~td eeld that; hi• 

eount:r:y and Gna~ 8d tat.n ahould -face ~. nali qr thet 

Northem ll'elatd, •• poUUcel ont.f,ty, baa feiled 8ftt! a n• 

beginning ia ne•led•, aad t:het •the ~lutlon can coma only 

thmur;b politteel ectton•. He Aida 

e melerotlOI\ by the Brttiah Gownaeot: of thot&
il'lt:ereat S.n enooureGing the unit!!' of lrele"d by 
agreement en-d 1ft _peace. would opee the way t.oval"'ia 
an emt:irely n., .tt:uet1on ln which peece..r•l, 
lea~UrlQ ~ald beeome an et:t.ettnable nelt~. (.aft) 

oiubaequently, whe a meet:lno \ottta t'i~ed :in London 6n 

21 May 1980 b:tbA!Mlft ~arvarei: Thatcher and Cbarlq Haughey U» 

tliaowsa the l,>l:oblem of Nort:heaa Ireland, Heuohey Aid thr-t 

any attenpt to «!eel vl~ Northern Irel~nd' a ptoblem cannot be 

s-;lved Wt11atera1ly. 1~ ta :>r;ly on aorne nw level of reletion

st~t;, bet.weEm Britain anr1 Ireland the~ a lonq..leatir-9 .,lu~on 

cen be fOWld • .., It 1a zenarkeble thnt MAD;3el'et. tt'hatcber em 

thia occaatcm failed b> ntae the ta.e~ue i:he~ • the fut:ua of 

48. 



132 

!:Orthem Inland wae for •no one et•• out•1de the trnt~ec 

J<t~don - en eMurtuteo vhteh ,. • anade by Ma~Vel'et Theteher to 

the Roll• of comona ahorUy befon her Net1D9 with ct\erlea 

Haughey. 50 

But. t;hta ~e plan of UaugJ'ley made little iJl'OQ!'eaa. 

Though Haughey bad ext.cded his banda of COiftPzomi&e aftd 

COI3C111at1on to the tJn1Gniats of Nc.rthem :rrehnd. be ..... rked 

tbet the •minority cOfll&mity wou14 never eoatn aocept aecoDd 

cleaa statwa tn tbek OWil COUDU'y'. 51 the J:eQOD0111-

t1on approach of Heughey wee thwarted t'oll~ the hunqer 

atrlkea 1ft Me• priSOD ill le~n Jrel•~• 'fhe pEOvtstonel 

IRA prieonere dernanded '901itice1 at.atua• to all t.he ~o11tieal 

det.ainet'la beaidea cellinq for the UD1fU!at:1CD of Irelaftc!. on 

71 c..etobar 1980 • .me 9C'1.,nera t:ben pert.Sci,pat1ng in t:ha 

htJDQer atrike at. theM ... !)ridOn Snbnalfied their etrc:.ru to 

force t.he au~rit1ea i:lo grant. tham ·~tal ce~ry at:atua•.S2 

1 n reply to e Parliemen1:ai'Y ·~H18Rlon on 25 No~&" 1980 

abo\4 the htmver strike which eded all 18-19 Deaernber' 1980. 

Pna. Mintfter Ha~.JQhey .-tated t:het.z 

so. 
51. 

52. 

53. 

• • • if acne e·lj uat.ment could be made in the 
j)rtacn rules the:nael ws or tn their tnt.eq..xe
tatton • •• a &>luUon woUld be pouible. 'i'he 
Covernnwnt <'!o not. believe that polit.icel et.et:.\18 
ahould be en tasue ••• (53) 

Ibid. 

The TiJWa, 6 (~~:·bar 1990. 

For det:ltlla - dl~ter II. 

_,£m Re~a Jrisb ~DUIUEt ~JQ1r~ op tbt ijlllljJII: J:lif7 :isy of Ireill'ld, l:7aw .>el::C 6 May l 81) • 
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A meetJ.no waa anenged betwetl.ll HeucJhey anc., Marv.eret 

~teher Sn ~blill on 8 Oecember 1980. vhlch ~as1Md the 

•untq\Ae relfltlorullip• betve.n the two eo\1Dtrlea. For thla 

.PQIPOM the wo leaders eQreer'! to ~lore, 11evelop, Md joS.nUy 

~\ldy aetter:s eovcSno a 18ft9• of bauee lnaludinQ "new tn•tt

~1 atl:•t&aeea_, citiurtaht.p r1Qh~a, aec:urt t:y ma~tera, 

ecomllde oo-opeaaUoft earl ._aaea to encot.anCJ• 11\Qt:wal under

atedtft9•.54 

Howe\ter • tho OJ1poa1 tlon leeder Oar ret ""it~ erald (Fine 

cael) ~&es..ed hia di~omf1ture at Meroeret 'i'tlatch4ir'• nn.rlt. 

•de duriftV the -.uno. that, •ttaere waa oo ,POa.:libil!ty of 

a eonfe-dec.UOft batwe Ulatler Ml.-J the nat o4" Irelanfl flowing 

fi"C)!'i: the Dublin t.e.lka". 55 'rhe declaration of a • join~ at.wty 

~ro~• tMad elao led ~ e dtffer&'lce of optn ton betvtHm 'n eter 

untont•u ed Hai'Qeret Thllt:cher.56 

The Ir'\1\ hunver strikera who h"''"" ebeDdQ'lO(l their prot..n:, 

beQ1111 tbetr aecocd round of htmQ~ et.rtke or. 9 Mereh 1981 to 

ach1~ t:htd.r goal of •political atetua•. ~Thatcher 

CownDeot: declined to orant: them •potittcel atatua• anft to 

re.ch any coaprorniao on thia 1saue. 57 But she waa qutek to 

aM tha~ ~-e woul4! be no ehar.qe 1n ita ccmetituUonel atatWI 

wttbout; the corusct of the •jorlty (the right of ..,lf..det:ezomL 

netioft. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

SC•aue Govemmenin~ton aervtc••· e~ raMI ~~b .. -~ BriUf· "ft!lt!~'·"·· 
n. Deeanber 1980}. 

Tbg IlJnU• 12 j)eeernbor 1980. 

Ibid. • 13 :.>ec~r 1980. 

lbid. • 7 March 1981. 
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'l'he Oerlel'al election of Jtll.y 1981. ouatef1 Flanna Fall 

Party which wa ~"e,Plaeed by fine Gael ancl La 'hour Party co.l t t:ton 

wltb oe .. re~ rt.tzGere1<1 •• the Prime Minlat:er ncS Mleheel 

o•x..eezy •• the Jleputy &"'rime Minister. '!be colld.nQ to power of 

the e~lit·;on atgn•lled the chonoe in Ir1ah Pt:·licy toverda 

tronhen Ireland. Tho eoelition <.leened that. the l~rthem 

Ireland t~r:obl• eould be 80l'ft(1 <ll'ly thrc:,.~gh e ·~) by step 

~-·•· he \11"9tK1 the Brl tish Go wrnner.t tc_, imp lC~Cm t vi t:ho ut: 

delay the pro~aed nfonlS in the Me• pnaon. 8~ this 

Vl'O~•l vas rejoet:or1 by the Brl~ah C".ovem~~~ent on 7 August; 

1961. lioWUYttr• the .... lmary pi.'Oblem wa not the qw,ation of 

Bri1:1eh ruJ.• tn Northern Irel~nd but the dif ··tculty in foa~

lDO amity betwe., the t"' eonammitiea. carret rttzeerald 

vas agttlr.•t the 1 ic:lea of an indepen~nt 1 :orthern Irelan<!. 

Ha maSntalned t.hat.. •auch a •t.at8 ~uld be 1nharetly unstable 

end e a.. urce of 1naecur1ty to 1t:.a eitiaena anc1 m tho .. of 

~ Re~tablle aDd Sri bin 1 • 
58 Z-ievartheleu, he attacked 

ehar~ly the Provia.ional IRA. which he aeld waa • threat. ~ 

all the ..,_Oi-Jle of Irela~, ed claimed ~hat: m11ny geople no 

lo~r vent:ed •• unl~ed Ireland becau.e of t.he Proviaianal 

l.AA'• Ylolence•.59 

In a Radio Telfia E:lreann Radio ln~ervlew on -n sept:ember 

1981 GU'l'et Fl tai-erald aalc'!s 

I van~ to lcet-1 e cruaa<te, • Repablican crueade. 
to •u a oenuine RegQbttc ••• I am ~aaslone~ly 

58. I'bit1., 23 SG,ptenber 1981. 

59. Ibid. 
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ccmnittll!td to a united Ireland, eatebl:lah~l on 
tbe prSnc1vlea of Tone erHl nevta ftft-:1 wtll try 
to lead oc peo,a>le towards thet • •• (60) 

However, Fttftiert~lo co\lld not aurvtw aa Pr~ ~intater 

for a lono tirle end 1n Felzuary 1982 eleet1on his coali t.:lon 

90•rnment. lost the eleetlona and rial'l"e Fe11 ac;Je:ln ceme to 

paver. ,.bough, oa the AnQlo..Ir:J.sh talk a gencel ag~t 

reme1n0d, Cherlea Rauohey V8a much ke~er for the •P~trltementary 

lcntel' • • • nther: then just the •m1n1sbtrial and ciVil •rvtc:e• 

level talks on torthem Ireland iaaue. 61 

In e new initiative to reraolw the ertatM 1n Northel!l! 

Irelenc5, the Br1Uah Gownnner:t .,ubltahed a new White Pa~ 

ill Apl"il 1982, whleb eq>hesiaerl e ~"Dl9ed folft' of c:;o.,.mtra't~ 

for northern Irelend. The Ir1ah oowrnnel'\t held the ~ev 

that th:la •wbt te Peper• ignored the •broader d!mor!aiona of 

the probltl"l'. It ob:Mlrw<h 

60. 

61. 

62. 

It ta the Goverm·ent•s Viev thet only pol:lciea 
deaigfted tD .,~Groote ~oe, stability el'ld reeon
c:tliat.lora between the two major Ir1ah tnd:ltiona, 
end to dcwelap the t.oteli ey of relatiOI'la within 
theae ialanda. cen eontribut:e to • uue elu~on 
of l<lrthem Ireland• s d:lffictlli:iee. such policl• 
ahould be br.,uvh~ fon.rd through the opcat:toa of 
the .AftQlo..lriah In~er-<;~over1'11ftet.el O:nancil er.~. 
in parUeular, t:hrouoh the rt:>le of 1111 Anglo-Irbh 
Parliamentary lnatitu~iOb in vhtch North.m Inland 
npreecm1:Hlwa pert:ici,pete. 'ltle fW\~tal 
obj~~¥8 of OOWIMHIIlt i)011ey reqina the aehtew-
ment of a -cmited Ireland bV peeeeful political !'!'lftena.(62) 
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Due to the lack of majority •tWPC·rt in the !.lett, Charles 

Hauohey, the Pdlne !>:inia~cr of the Re~>ublte of Ireland harl 

to •ek re-election after a no-eOI'lfidenee motiOft vas veaaed 

-oaiast hilft in lb1mmber 1992. There wea elao e general feolinc; 

m Ireland thlat a b.:Hlgher line \Jhich H,uf"'~oy btl<'~ ado!)~ed, 

could only voracn t:he attuation end further d1unage the rela

tion• betwetm t-he North and the aouth. Howewr, Cherlea 

Baw;hey lost by aix ~tea. He sueaeederl 1n QettinQ only 80 

aeata out of the 166 aeata in the :>~ail ("lama Fail, 75, 

Wodtera Party, 2r Inf'Jependent, l). Therefore, Ftt2Gerald 

and :)ick ~)rtno. fi'Of:l rtne Gael end r.tour, r-.pectlvely 

e9rtted ~ form a eoa11t1c:m government Vith a atl"e9th of 86 

rnGP.tber a in the ;)It 11. 

Nevertheleaa. the AnQlG..l riah rele~ions aRCS Ulster 

pi'Oblem, r-netned iiD»>rtl!lftt elcUon 1aaues 1n Irelan(,• It 

ia r~rkable alao that dudrlg the recertt elec:t:lon oafl\*ioD 

in 19921 botil the mnjol' party leeo:Wa, Cberl• !teu;lwv (Plame 

Fail) and Gen-et. r-tu.oerald (Flne O.el) acc:uaed each ethel' 

of .PlaYlD9 into the hands of Britain. ~~hile <bing 110. Charlea 

Ha.aohey referred to i:he •fe~ua lUDCh ~tvecm Oan-ei: f'1t:IIIBereld 

and the Duke of Norfolk•6 3 whf!llr'e Fitz()ereld he:1 aa:ld that 

Jamea a>nor •a l-irot.to•l• were e "wonderful otep fcn:ward•. 64 

on the other heftd F:lt~erelcl eceuaed Charles HatJQhey of 

•e&>~in9 the taatles of the big lte• end nnuntlnv a aampelgn 

63. Duke ot Norfolk t the aewrrteenth nuke), he.tl been heed 
of Bri tlah intelltoence at the trt .ill1stry of De·:·a'lc:e tn 
I..on•lon for S)Me ttae. 

64. ,Die I iM'• 20 November 1982. 
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of •parctOracl v111f1cetion" ~atnat. htsn. 65 fle eliiO aald thet 

the nat.ter di.-auseed betwee him and Duke wa• •the r.l1aquellf1-

caUoo of searnua P.allon, Deput.y !,eader of the ~Pt~) from t:ektng 

hia eeat in the Maembly' ber.euae of hta lftel"berahjp ln the 

Re.Public • s Senete. 66 However, the main diS,LHat.a between the 

bib leedera were oftr e •all Irel.nd ant1-t:e!'tor1a~ ,police 

foECe• • and •an e11.InlantJ O:Jtttt•, which vee ptop:,aed by 

r:ltt.Gereld, ba~ 1t vaa rajet.etl by Heuqhey. 

The nev GOYel&...,.t. of Garret. ~lt.&Gera1!1 vtth the Leh:)lll' 

Party• • •~J!)()rt hea aaaU~MtC! ~r on 1• December 19B2. !be 

fttiW coal:U:ioft Gownwnent. hea ~haaieed on tbrtbera Ireland 

p:»liey that it racovh1zef1 •the ~~~intion tD the Uftiey of 

the P801'1• amd tarttorr of the 1aled MGiit be aehl~ ~ly 

1ft ,pMce aDd vt.~ the coneent of a •Jorley in both part.a of 

the ialenda•. 67 It al£tD bolie..-ed t:het. ~· •eat:ab118hmeD~ of 

effectiw ~wl w(1 .volt Ucel in at it: utiona iD t.:Ortham Ireland• 

vit.h j)erttcJ.petion of bo~ CCJWIQ\:ltlea there •n4 "full 1'8C0Qni

Uon of the Irish 1d.,tlty of tbe Nat:ioneliat aeet:ioa• of the 

i)Op\lletion then, on par Vi th exist !no reeoQn1 t1on of the 

•art tiah./1 riah ir!flnt:i ty of the ~Jn1on1st eect.ton of 'the ~ 

letioa" wea en urget need.68 

It: i• yet to be aMil whether Garret F1t.3Gera1~ woulc! 

like ~ laUDeh hia 8eQOnd •c:ruuoe• aa he had lalalched at. the 

65. lbld. 

66. Ib1de • 22 NDvember 1982. 
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end of 19tH, to neke ~he cotm~ry a •venairle Republic•. on 

the whole t.he venesta of the N::>rthem Jre1en1 ~roblern ean be 

tree~ to the JJel't1t1on of Ireland tm~r the Mi: of 1920. 

'!be ~s1:er problem vh1ch re~~~~lner~ a 1:homev v!Oblem in ~· 

AnQlo-Iriah re1et10fts eleo effoet~e&! a~el'aely •tablllt.y aDd 

the law z:sn c1 order 111 ~uetloti ln both tbe 'Jnia.l KlftQdoal an~ 

the Re,vublic of Ireland. tor lns~oe. the siontno of the 

lmt'Jlo-:lrillh Tr•ty of 6 .ileeember 1921 led to the 1 C1ftl Wer• 

( 1922..23) in Ireland. However, frot!t the Vf!llt'Y begtlmSng, 

thla treaty vea oppoo~ed by the Flame Fatl for it vas eons1-

~ered that 1~ woul~ 1•13 to the stmdertng of Ireland - aomethintJ 

which it vee f1QhtiftQ t.o ewtd. 'l'he doM1nanete by OM I'll~ 

for neerty fifty year• in !orthenl I Eelend, bad ellanated 

the Catholic comr.u'lity ther•• Prote•tanta alao believed 

tn OM parqr rule and ita dond.Dence over the ~:moriq. coatnu

nity. 'l'his app~ch had weaktl'ed the rel.Uonahtp bet!vaen 

the north a11d the tJOU1:h. Tho ~.~gh, certalal aone111ato&y anoves 

veze ~nede by '.l'el'ence o• Neill, ~he t.tberal Uhicmtat Prime 

N~i•ter of lt)rthf.«'D Ireland, throuoh e:.:hange of vlatts 

with ~n Lemaa:a, the lriah &Jrime Miniat:er, the eoneillatory 

awrAK~h vas <JI:'ad\Jillly d1atnt.eoret«K1 aft.er 'tho 'Civil Mohta• 

march o£ 1 J an~y 1969. 

soon after, the Re,t~ublic of Irelancl took taP the netter 

to the united Naticma, end thu•, the p10blem gained inter

national et.tmtion. r4ter the rtot o.;- 1n19U&Jt 1969, the 

tt>rthem lrtiletnd ~roblsn was t:ranaforme<l :lrlto a tr:lenQular 
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one 1n~lv1~ t.he two perta of Ireland and Britain. Though, 

John t.ynch•a Fteme rail Party waa pr_.red to take ed.antaQe 

by •nell no Irlah Army acroaa the bll'f1er • the end of 1970 

vttnea:Mtd .,clal end economic co-opention betveerJ the north 

en~ the aouth through the •functionel oo-cper:atton• wh.SC!h 

waa matcelly Seen Lemaa llOlicy. '!'be ldee behind f\IIK!Uc.sel 

co-operation vas to co.Juce the ;rawino tension between the 

north end th6 .:Juthe 

now~. the Snt:fttcht~n of •tnternnent• vae a ~1c: 

in tho nortil-aouth reJ.aUona tn ~enl enc1 Anolo-trlllh in 

Ptarticular. The lntrodW!tion of lnterstent el80 •rke~ the 

ed of t:he eanctlleto"' policy betveen Oublt., Bftd aeltalft. 

'lbe idee of funct1orta1 co..operaUan V8a alao shel'Wd. '!he 

effort• of the Jritlb Gowmm•n~ t.o jnt.emattonalt• tht• 

i'rObleJ:!It was ,parUy ~e~atble tc, the l!!U'oduei:ice of •Dtreet. 

Rule' ln Northern Ireland in March 1972. 'Though, the t~r:posit1.on 

of •11cect Nle waa welcomed by Flema Fall, they aontlaaet"! tx> 

cell for e unlWd Irelan~. 

!be ~r 197 3 sew a noteble chanoe tn ~-he a~tb~ of 

Irelllbd towar~a the problem of !Orthem trelerd. '!be blo 

notable chlmoe• of thia year wenr (a) the idee o~ ereetlng 

a p:.wer-aharirlg goverrrnen~ in N:»rth•n Ireland, end (b) the 

idBe of t.he formet:tcm of e 1 0'.>unr:ll of Inland• • es per the 

aun~~ifl9d&1e .NJreat.len~ of r:>ecember 19?3. •rhe pover-ahering 

'EXeeuUw• wttn&&ti~ed tbe srrd of one party rule in Rorthem 

Ireletlde But, the 'Cbuneil of lrt'tland• which 'ldlla ~ tneluee 
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thirty Niftbttl!'a MOb f10r.1 I>ail and tbrthem trelaftd Aaatmlbl7 

wa baldcally meent to iJ~~rx:w raleUona betwtten the ft:)l'tl\ 

eD4 tbe ~\lth, e~lally an the economic ..,tleft. Tbu, the 

i1Qlicy of Irel""act l~ 19'73 waa to eRl.Pheaiee oft •neoncilietlon• 

ntber than •unlt:y'. They bed realised the~ the proaeaa of 

.-1t.y coQ).d be only a Qndual oae .,ri needed • at.ep by atiiP 

a.PP~t~aoh. It: vaa e1110 e..-. land by tb.- I riah GowrD~ne ~ the~ 

thetle wollld bl no c:h.,oe in the ata~ue of Rorthera I1'81end 

unleaa S.t waa rtedred by t:he najc:rii:)' of M:>r~het'l'l Ireland. 

Howover, a aetbeek t» the prooe• was tb~t t.be Suludngdale 

Agreement ,.. oewl' nt1f1ed. In t.he meant.llne, t:he op,P:)a1~1cm 

.-~ u Inland elm aterte~ to .rtep ~ preaauna for the 

Vithdr~nMl ~ Br1t.1dh foreee fEOR R;)rthena Ireland. 

Aft:el" bllc()li}jftg the Prt .. Mir.Snc of Irelend once egaSn 

1ft June 1977 • Jotwl Lynch p\lt. forth the &nauu.l for the Brlt:lth 

vlthdrewal fzom Nor~ lrel"nd an~ for the end of ill~••t• 

Though, he f ... u.red • ~--eh~rt~ beaut::lw ill Northem 

Ireland, ill vhl.c_h lx>t:h the minority and .. Jority cot&ld 

.,aruc~te. Pl'lority vea oiwn to the 1 unlfleat1on of 

IrelaDd• throqgh peceful .... ,... Heaw Cl'lUel~~m for •k!Do 

cro-..l:x,.:der eon.-t.a with Britain lef.! hltn tQ etep dovn ln 

J\lly 1979. r...yr.eh .-. ~laOed by Charles J. Ha~. • hard 

oure PGllUel•• \iho• J;~Cllcy bmuoht. aharp reaction fi'O!n t:he 

loyeltatah 'rhe Irllh Go .. rnment: be11ewd tha~ any paoblem 

whic:b 1• <U~ua.·acJ \a\llettenlly S.• ~ed to be a failure. 

'lbo\19h. Ftuma rail eorule~ett the m.na of Yloleea adopted 



bf tbe provtaioMla, 1• aould no~ l1l.,vn the ca118e t:hey ·~

cete- the n.-lflaation of INeftde '!tie ablple naaon '-hind 

thu vas the fact that rteDnB Fail vaa the polltieel heir of 

Don de Valen ud t:ho• who owoMd the Anglf}-Irillh tne~ 

of 1921. 

'!be tbalition oowrDMrtt which had owoeec!l the ~~ of 

.. 1D~t lbrtbeJ:D l~elen4, once eoatn a.• to JIIOV•• 
'ltle Coalition Gowraa~t of TiUO.Nld vaa con~ tha~ 

the laanchinQ of a •cruaade• WOQld l•d tD a nw Ireland. 

'l'hey, however, believed the~ unity co111c! oely be IlCht ....a 
va<!ually. leton the cru.ede vaa leut'lCb..S, HaQGbey vaa back 

'• 

to power 1ft Febl'uaE7 1982. D\lrtng hie ~ure, AnQlo-Jrt.A 

nlettona det~Kioaeated - ..-cially duriDQ Faulklan4 WI' and 

whe J- Prt.ol' I*Qi'Oaed an AM..a,ly BlecUoa lr.t acto~ 

1982 :1ft a Nhit.e ilttpW tawed 1D Apft.l 1982 whlcb 011181'-1 

the •t rlllh DS.41fta1on•. 

The ADQlo-Irialh relat.lOila a'tlffered another aet beck 

wiNe Ireland owaolled EEC• • coaomtc .-e~tona av-tnat: .uvenune 

durin; the ~lklal\d var. But that vaa _,t the only faetol' 

which ee\l&ed a furt:h• declil'le in their nleticne. ~· 

tuna relate~! tD ~ cnetion of tb• Anglo-lrtah vown.etel 

COUDd1 vaa ~ e'VW!ft diaeueeed e t the lD~ JIU"11Mentary 

1ew1. !'tala O:niDCll vhiah •• ea-eatea 'b.r Bd t:iah ud Ireland 

1ft No~r 1981 vee deetQiled to be • pe~ent. llo~ vt th ~ree 

ttera. Hovawr. of th- three t1era only the lover bra were 

~ugh~ inu exiat:enee. LoQieally apM1t1119 dlU Council ahoulc! 
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baW had become the .._ooerd of recocctltaUon. !he qpp.,at.t;ion 

lMder. carret f£t:J(;ereld had •lt'J that he voal4 pnaa to~ 

the •o:naneS.l' tx:; be Ql.m lt:a ~lltieal tiel' vh., the Idah 

Parliament returna 1ft ~to bel" 1992. 

It ta to be .an hov fer the coa11t.1on cowmment of 

Fl tzeereld aDd Dick .iiJdrl<t which be a eome to ~r in the 

elecUoa of November 1982 • atJOCeed in ~utung forth the dePend 

for dle •council' and nektng • •nev I~land•. In W• OCll'l~ 

'What ~11M31ae I'Ole the uebour Pany 1ft the coa11t1on Gow~t: 

Sn Ireland is <JOir.~ m e4olr't ta \111CertAl1n. 'l'bollQb the t..ebou~ 

Par~ would ha•• greater 1nnueee on poltey •k~, lt would 

e180 haye ~ l'aar the burder! of an U1'90P\Ile.r e&Dil'i 1at.n~. 

Newrthaloas, the need for f.illbcn~ tiQPPOrt would curtetl 

rt~ereld•a -~hili~. 



!he fonvo!DQ enalya1a shows that Nortilem Irelan~ 

.PO»~"JS e major pzublem for Bri teln. l~a 111-eff.eta permeabt 

the wry fabric of life in lt)rthern Ireland, aad, to a 

lea•r ~~t. life ill the !Jnltad ~lngrlom •• v.ll. Rep•t-' 

Britillh 1nit1atiwa, .~ timea in aqreemet vlth the Jrtah 

Revublic alao. tiD tackle thia probleta haw rem~!n~ unauoee

ful.. 

The problem of Northern Inlend ta not of rea•t 

ortvlD. one oan •• 1 ta or:toin in the (1o~riiMilt of Irelan~ 

Jet of 1920 an~ the Iri.tl Tree ..Ut.e Aet of 1922 vhtch 

...-nt.ed Northem Irelenci fro'" the reat: of Jrelell4 et1 

k~ it •• ,pert of the !.Jnit.ed Kingdom. !he PI'Ovinee came 

into existence in 1921 vit:h e .-penu ~rthem Intlant! 

Parlilllllalt.. ana, tdnee tilen, it. enjoye<l ematdarable euUl

ftQmY in et~niaterinQ ita interaal affaira. 

It. •Y be aee that. the crux of the problttn of Horthem 

Ireland ia the religioua entavontam of two QJ:Oupa of 

CbriaUena - Catholica vho vent. t:he unificeUon of M)rt.hern 

Ireland with the ~lie of Ireland eo the Prot.eatanta 

who vant.a the PEOvtrlee to w:emain •• part. of the tJni ud 

Kinocba. 'lttererore, hiatorla.lly, ~e biO pol1tie8l t:ra~

Uona in Northem I Eeland - nat:ior.eliat or "RepubliCan" 

and Unionist. or 'loyalla~ • - ha98 th ~ r roots in relloion. 
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Notably, alDce the wry lncepUoft of a .-p.rate Parl!e.. 

ment: in Nol'the&"D Ireland Sft 1921, lt hila be• .mt!er the 

oontl'ol of the tJnionlata. ~inet~ by the Probaabnta. 

In fact, it waa e S.ne~teble dtuettol3 aiDae tbe Pl'Oteatanta 

outn'UIIlbered the CathoUca in the Pro.S.nce S.n a 2a1 nt.t.o. 

MoM o-~W:, tho entire qstelll of the GOWEDMD• lllaChille17 

wa aj>~ed tJ:> be Mt up tn aueb a vay t:Mt the Cathol je 

lft1Dor1~ had only a marvillel ft)le to play tn the admlnS.a

b'etS.On of the Pt'Oftnae. !ilia ldwat.iOD oot at.ablllaed 

fo11ow!m9 the ab;,li t:ia'l of the 1Proportlonel Repn.entation• 

.,at• 1ft 1929 and the a<bpt:1CIIl of the •buatn- praniaea• 

_,tiftQ Qdterl by vhtoh the Proteatanta Qot ext:Wa _,~o 

rJQbt. At the •me tl- little PI'OV ..... haa bee -~ 

tiDwarda d\e eatablt..-et of the •Q)1111Cil of Ireland• • 

oca,poeecl 01! bMilqo me!ftbera drlne froat eech pert.l_. t, 

mooted in the ACt of 1920. Aa a "ault.. for a~tou fif~ 

.,..ra to ~ Ullloniat.a atayed ill power, untnterrqpted in 

NDK'tham J n1aftd. 

'!be 911.e .. ea of the Catholic mlh:~rlq. eGCM'ftul"ed 

oWl' the ,.ara ~oed their taxpl'e•lon 1D the foDtetlon or 

the CiVil Rtvhta Mecl,.Uon in 1961. From a mdeat be;lmSng 

•• a 81t8ll anti-anlontat. middle el,aa pre•ua oroqp, ClYll 

M.Qht.a A,a:joaiat.1Cft 9r.., ifttD • •• ID~t.. It organlaod 

aewral J.lublle proteau •d rnarches in Northam Ireland 

from AGquat. 1968 to AUQuat 1969. And. t.hu. the Civil 

R19bt. Monraen~ of the Catholic minority in N;.:.rthem Ireland 
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Wtd the counter Measures adovted by the 'Jn1oniata &Qain at 

1 t: had unf olde,J of e new explo si w at tuet.lOil 1 n the ProviJ'\ce. 

'!be inereestr.u stren9th of the CiVil RiQhts t-~o~t 

and the riota of 1911} evoke~ quick reect:ion :In Lonrlor.. 

A.P,prehendin9 that the nota ndr;ht leerl txl e •eivil var• 

situation in the .&>roVin~, Britain quickly deapetched 

troopa to 1-brt:hE'•rn Ireland tD quell the riota. However, 

the uoopa we• not quite sueoeaoful in their miaalcm and 

dte aittJBtlon took a turn for the wor•• s•udnQ eaaalation 

of tenaton the cnnserwUw Govemm.at of Brttaln ln March 

197 2, bmught the adminlatnt::lon or t:.he Prevtnce under 

•olrect Rule• from Westminster. To no111fy the feelinga 

of t:he Catholic::a, the British Perlla-.nt pe•ed the NOrthecn 

Ireland COMtitutlon Ac::t of 1973. Tbia Mt proyided for 

~e creation Of 8 power-.tusrinQ QO"Vemtnent for tt)rthom 

Ireland th111t va• t.o be fo ~ out of a 78 n.mber Aaaembly 

t:o be elected by Proportional Re.(>reaonut1on. But. the 

solution tumed oltt to be e short-ll~rt one. Jut ft._ 

montha after the _power-:shar!no oowmment vas fonwad on 

1 .7enUIIJ:y 19"74, it collapsed under t.he weight of a •• 

nLOyeliat.• .Ulke. /\a a reaul t, the Province vee brought 

back oo•.:ler the 1iJ1rect RUle'. The lAbour Go,.rn~Mftt 1 • 

Snltiat:lw 1ft May 19"75 to aolw. the problem through e 

~nat.itat.ionel Convf!llt.ion alao did not yield eny result. 

Oiimiler w•a the fate or the initiative the Brlti&ilh Govemment 

had tak., ln No"""ber 19"7? to provi~ a ""rNMwork for a 
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fol'lft of dewluUon for Norther~' Ireland. tihen the conser

wttve Gover:.,...,t eer.1e to ~-- ln 1979, Humphrey Atlctna, 

the &eerebry of .;)tete .ror Northern trel..nd, helr! e 

O'Jnference of. four main poll tieal parties of the Pro'Vinoa 

tn January 1980. 'ltle .vur:pos"l' of the COnference vas tn find 

out way• 1111 d maantt to tranaf er ~r f rorn weatminater to 

locally eloo~ l'e1>18a&ntatiws. '!bia effort ala:> failed. 

M a result, the 11>irect Rule• in twrthern lrelanr! eontinuei. 

'l'h•refor:e, 1t 1a clear that stn~e the introduction of 

the •::>irect. Rule•, •ucce .. iw gr·vernmente in the f.Jnitot! 

Xin;dom had -~ nrioua efforts t:o pro~te agreement amonQ 

t:he polit,cel »~trt:ios in ~rthern Irelend in order to enable 

the for~tion of e oowma.nt which vould be acceptable to 

the ntejor aellfet.lllltSea Sn the Pl:tlvince. 'l'he lt,teat :lnit1at1.

from the British Gowmmert ves tD estebl1ah an A•eRibly 

for :•~rthttrn Irellind Sn wh·,ch b::»th the .. joriqr en~ the 

r·~inor:l ty could lH!trtialpete. 'dlouoh the Maembl.y hes llSS!Jl'.e'~ 

funct.ioni!YJ aft»er en eleeUor~ on 20 OCtober, 1982, t:he 

b>ycott of the new Ae•mbly by the two catholic fb!nSnete! 

~11t1cal Pl!rtiea - ~·•Lc> en~ ainn rein - baa .. de 1t:s 

proa.peeta dim. 

'lbe att.it.ude o~ the po11t.1ce1 parties tn Northern 

Ireland, end Br1 t.ein •• well, tavarri• thta p!l':)hlem hea berm 

~rkeble. '!be fint. not.able eherw;;e occ~..~rren in ~h., 

tJnicmist Party itaelf in 1969. The •refor11'18t1on prograrmte•, 

which we a introclucoo in 1968, le" a apli t in t-.he fJn 1on1st.a. 



147 

tth>se who o,vpo.erl this P~OrUIJ'le (U1111am Craig r.nd Rn. 

len Pal11lay) were labello1 ea exi:reMtata end thoM who 

fa~ured ita ltrt»l~t.etion (Terence O'Neill anl'l Chichester 

Clark) wen ealle<J liberela. The delay in ita 11"\llellW!I\tatbn 

spurred violence in NoEth~m Irelend. Le'98rthele .. • the 

IRA. which ~lit in l•u 1969 into tvt:J vinga - •Prov1a1onals• 

and •t:Jffiaiale' • took ttn ectiw ~rt. 1n 'Violacce. 

The t!etericreUng situntion in Northem Ireland led 

t:~ tbe inwaition of •otreet. Rule• fi'C)r.\ '.ieatminater. '!'his 

CIIU&ed diac.jrater.tment a~no t:he t1nionist: end the 'Lc.tyelialt.s' 

in torthem lrelend. 'Jhey fea~ that the iqle)tt1t1on of 

ntrect Rule qy lear1 to the uniftcetion of Ireland. on the 

.;:,thor hend the catholica in Northern Ireland were bap...-y 

et the fall of the t:Jn1oniata from power aft.er n•rly f1fey 

yaara of rule. '.ltte, alao hoped th•~t stormorat w~ulc! n.,.r 

8(Jain be ~~,.n. Thua. t t gltVe fW.l a~por~ to U\e tnpo•i

t.ion of •utrect Rule•. 'l'he f'll8jor poltt.ic.l parties tn 

8rtt:a1n hl!ve BdoJ~ted. by Md 1111"0•• a CDna.,sua appmech 

towards the ~mblem of )lori:hem Jrelend. They abhorred 

'ftolence ~n wanted a ~-eef'al. .olt.tt.iot\ on the btsia of the 

Vi.thea of tho loeal »>Pul•Uon. As a fteble a:>lution they 

f_.._.!JI'ed ll Power-.ibariny EXeeut.iw f'or Nor~·rn Xntl8~ where 

the majority anrl tho Nt!Orlty could take pert 1ft the adminia.. 

tntion. 'I'bey ale follo.oreo an atJree~ eppro~h in ~altno 

te~r1• and Violence unleashed by thE~ Pn;vi•tonel IRA end 

l..}tber ext.rer•\iat. ..-Jlo:mt'•nt::s in the tJrovince en·'\ decided not. to 
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stJeeumb to thail' Violent }.)rea•-• tact.ica. 'ltlia e~itude 

hlllll been hardened aft.er the IRA escalate~ ita violence t• 

the maiftlend of Br1ta1n a~ made well.knovn peraMflli~i~u• 

like I.Drd r-lount.betten tht-!'ir victims. 

In any at~ on Northerr· Ireland, the attitude of the 

R~ubllc of Ireland asaumes a,peeial a1gn1 fieenee. ~· 

Go'W!rnment: of Ireland took active 1nt:ereat 1n the probleP~ 

!c•llovillg the aerious riots vhid\ took plaee in 1969 ia 

!Drthcn ll'elllnrl. It:a 1n1Ual etterrpt. vas to tnter'!SP.tionaliae 

the iJrobl.-. by lll1sin~ it 1n the trni ted ~~tiona end ela:t by 

rer.}'.sefting the OI'9Bn1aat1on to a-.(1 ~ac-lteep1ng foreea Ul 

t .. 'Orthern Ireltnvl. Beil'lq a Catholic 1'\lled stet:e, Irel•d' • 

S'flT'.Pl'thy was l>lith H\e catholic minority 1D Northern Jrel.end 

end ita a_,i~aUona t:D join the Re~ublic. It ia lnterest:ing 

to note that .vrior to the 1969 rto~a. the Jrillh C'..o~t•a 

relationship with Northam Ireleno was beaef'l on 'fanct:ionel 

co-operaUon •. But., this ftmet1oNtl eo-opert:t:ion pol ley of 

the l'epublic of lrel•d \las ahelve-' until 1970. 

Whc violence erruvted once lt(J'ain in terthern Irelan~-l 

in 1971, followed by the int.roducUon of int.mMent. in J\uguat: 

1971, the eovennent of Irelend made it clear that it would 

not interfere 1n the af :-e1 rs of Nort:hem Ireland. Besides, 

lt alao denouncec'l Yiolenee and t.err,r1sm whid\ were going 

on in the Pm'Vince. t."eWtrthele•, Dublin took a -rloua 

DOte of tbe int.to:!uct:Lon of in~ernrnf31lt since it feared that 
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the S.ntroductiorl of 1nt8mtnalt vould do hem tD the Jnlnority 

corrmmt ty S.n Northern Irelen(J. HCN~wr, the Republic of 

Inland ccmtinlll!td ita call for a united Ireland ant! welcomed 

tbe i1l\)Os1 tl.Oil of •atreet Rule' • when the coeli tton (JOYern.. 

rnent of l·tne Geel and r..eb::Hir Perty came to power on 14 tocarch 

19'73. A• the tr~rti te t.elka held et .iumir.crlale in 

:)eca'1ber 19'73, the 11riah )iJneNJion' o! the problem ,.. 

recoc;sniaed end f0r the firat time an ftQreemeont wea r~eehed 

on the e•t.ahlishmertt of a 'CoWtall of Ireland• • with the 

rein objective i%:J lmptt.:Ye relotiona bf!tween the ncrth er.f:'! 

t:he e:;uth, ~rUcularly in the fJC'Or,Ofl\ic &filhen. It: waa 

enviaaged t.ID include 30 members tNtCh ~!'Of'!' the Dell an~ 

t·orthern lreland Assembly. But unfortunately the •coaneil 

of trel.md• never •me into extat:ence. 'Ibe eoelit; on 

Governnent: of !-·tne Gael ann T..abour Party QIIW g~~ftter 

e¥ellia em •reconcilit~tion' rether then •unity•, altho·~oh 

'unl~Y' waa altkl equally ilfi)Orunt for them. 'l'hey 'beliewd 

that ~~nity could be echleYtB<'l only through a :~t.p by atep 

BP!->mach. 

under 1:he ?rernierahlp of Ch~trles Hat.JCihey, who btce .. 

Prime Mlnlat.er in 19'19, ~he Republic of trelend•a a~Ut:ude 

tDverda NOrthern Irelend had \8'ld•oone notable ehlmQ•• Hia 

Gownun.•t ~aieed that there eould be no unS.leterel 

aollltlon for the pzobletr~ of Northem Ireland. But the 

coalition c;;cYvemMent, vh1ch easUII*! office in J\lly 19Al, 

believe~ thet t:he .l-'I:Oblern of I<ort:hem Irelenr1 coulc:! be a:>l~ 
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throuoh reaoneilletlon. HcWe.er, lt ta vortblbll• tc note 

that b:>th t:.be major parties of the Repablic of tnl•d 

CODdan'll .Solece and 'bellev• thet only a unltec! Ireland 

een brlnO p-.ee tD Ireland. 

Perhepa, the ebanQe of vowna,.t in Imana in 

Oecerabea- 1982 follQiflntJ the 9.r1ftrel elections, end the 

foE"~Uetion of a 11ew rt• Gael - Labour COal1 t~on Gowrrw•t 

UD:lar the l•der•hlP of Oarntt !>lUGereld co\lltl •rk a a.w 

ilba• 1n the relationehtp between Ireland end Brit.aln and 

aleo beWee the bo peru of Irelud. Aa • 1cnown OHJQn.,t 

of t~r&-ort-.n, FitzGerald• a •••U~~Ption a a Pri• Hinla~r 

mtvht naalt a oreet.- and 1110n rneaninQf\11 eoopeation 

betwefB'l T.Dndon and Dublin to colftbat tar&t>rl• in lbftbeftl 

Ireland and ala;, tD find a peacefqJ, eolution tD the pzob18ftl. 

Some unionist »olltic:iana like Rev. Ian Plllaley and 

John 'l'eylor haw ep:.Jcen al.:a in fawu of an 1Indepe ,lent 

No~m Jl:'f'!land• •• a 80luUon. B\ft, the PJ:t)Vialonal IRA 

haa •de lt el•r that 1 t \las totally oppoaed to an tndegen~t 

Northern Ireland. Ani! apart from the Proviaionala, •ny 

JnOdente Iriahrr.en rni9ht alao ogpOM the estebllalmlllt of any 

~t•t.ent dttai~eo independent lt)rthCD Ireland, fr- fro• 

Bl"itatn•a IIDdecetlnQ Snnuenca. 

Since tbe Br1t.1ah Gow~ baa ~•n the beaic 

~ait.lon the~ there ao\lld be no ohei'IQe of border• in l-l:>rt:hd'D 

Inlaid Vitlwnat the consent of the n~ejorlty iD tbe Pl'Ovinoe, 
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a line .s~rtecl 'by Ireland too • and aince the Proviaional 

IP-.~'\, kh:>wi09 fully vell the~ ~he major1 ty would n:>t eonae~ 

it.. baa wwed to fol'Ce dle merger of r~rth with the 3outh 

thEDU9h ~er~eriat: metho ~la, this vroblem Ia likely to ,_.,.in 

e anajor challenge i:O the ak111a of Britillh lrtabtS~"aD for 

quite .,. Ume. 



Gentrtl ElS5Yon1 ip NPrtb!r:p JJ:olond. 1?2J.M 

oat:e unionist Ind. Lib. Lab. Ind. Pat. Eire t.ab. 311'Wl rein Tor ~nt:t 
trn1on1at Rep, J..eb. abat.e- !JniOI\ Perti ~iCI'I 

.,x,c. Lab. 1:101'1 
lnd, Lab, 

24 Nay 1921 .w - - - 6 - 6 40 12 

28 l\pr11 1925 33 3 - 3 1 10 - 2 40 12 

22 May 1929 :n l - 1 - 10 - 1 41 11 

30 Nov .19 33 36 2 - 2 1 9 - 2 41 11 

9 J'eb.1938 39 3 - 1 - 8 1 - 43 9 

14 JW. 1945 33 2 - 2 3 9 3 - 40 12 

1v Feb.1949 37 2 - - 2 9 2 - 41 11 

22 oct.1953 38 1 - - 1 7 3 2 40 12 

20 March'58 37 - 4 1 8 2 - 42 10 

31 kay 1962 34 - 1 4 1 9 3 - 40 12 

25 lbv.1965 36 - 1 2 2 9 2 - 41 11 

24 Feb,1969 l6 3 - 2 3 6 2 - 40 12 

S:::..:JI'Ces David Butler and Anne Sloman. I!Il!illb fiJ.i~ieaJ. [IS!!il• IIOQzlll~ ( LODlon. 19?5) # 

p. 353. 



Loc .-.1 Area 
Authority 

A X'lllagh 

:tun·' anon 
u.u.c. 

Dung anon 
R.o.c. 

'• = ar.agh 
Co. Co;J,cil 

Londonderry 
co.9orough 

Na .. ry unc 
C• ,.gh 
u.o.c. 

A?P~NDIX II 

POPUboTL.:•N. ti~JSI';;; ~·;i.) LlC"b ~:''/[T"l'f1S:rji Ri:-RE;,;;~H~.Tl\JN F"IGU?ES 
IN Ct;i'ITAL "-.::.;..:, ff1U~'. <IHI;H CO/,t'UdtHS IIERE F<::Ci:IVED 

PcpulJtion ;en~ws 
All Total Total .;oul t 

Peraona 1\.C. Others R.C. 

10,062 5, B 61 4. 661 3, 1 39 

6,511 3,276 3, 235 1. 845 

25,713 13,393 12. 320 7. 329 

51,531 27,442 2~,109 15. 8 84 

53,752 36,073 17,689 1 8. 4 32 

12,429 1],414 2,015 5,843 

8,109 4, 96C 3,149 2. 605 

Source: Cmnd. 532 

Aciul t 
Others 

2,798 

2,041 

7. 4 76 

15,222 

11,3tl:J 

1' 354 

1' 94 9 

(1969), 

Populatio~ Council 
Census 1966 R3~re3en
(Rel~~i~n not tatior. as 

Housing built 
since 1.6.1944 
by loc.!ll autho-

Re=or~e~ on ~J.9.68 
Total Ao ul ts ~len- Unio-

1 o, 977 6,185 

7,335 4,276 

26,060 14,820 

49,886 29,910 

55,694 30,, 06 

12,206 7,007 

9,989 5,572 

P• 57. 

Unior.- nists 
ists 

B 12 

7 14 

6 13 
(Plus J 
co-opted 
members) 

17 33 
(Plus 2 
co-opt~d 

m!!mbers) 

8 12 

12 6 

9 12 

rities end 
'Jo rthern Ire
t and Hou:iing 
Trust es at 

30.9. 968 

1, 334 

901 

1, 277 

.. 
2,176 

3,887 

1, 855 

897 

H'Jusing 
Ap:J rov~d by 
3~.9.1°68 
but n~t 
yet 
st~rted 

0 

0 

115 

208 

66 

104 

45 

Housing 
being 
built 

at 
JD.9.1968 

77 

20 

32 

109 

218 

126 

, 9 
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.:10urce1 nrtan TauUtnM", ed. • M!J!91ra of e iit.ISiaernnn 
( LOndon, 1979) • P• 299 • 
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