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Thlse wm are shut in within one society, one nation or 
om &eligion, tend to imaglm that t.l¥!lr way of life and 
tmir wey of tmught bave absolute and unchangeable 
validity end. that. all that oont.mdiets tbelr standal:tls 
1s somemtl •wmstw:al' inferk>r or evU. Tboae, on tba 
otb:ar ba~ w}r) live on the bo~rllaes of various 
c1v11lzetj,ons ccmpmhend nom clearly tte gmat. m!)wment 
and mntndlctodless of natum and society. 

Xssac Deutacmra b. N;)n:ileKHh,Jiw t\lJQ ot!!u;: EiliY.I 

'l'his 1s tb:! fmal blasp!Emy, tm bllgbt 
on all pUle pw:poae and cU.vtne intent 
'L'o dless too selfish tmught, the lncblent., 
In the pdest. •a sable or tl'e ang3l's whits. 

Gemld Gould. 

works of 8ft IDwver am like unattainable heights. 
we cb mt. go stnlgbt. to~ tlan, but circle amund 
them• Each generation sees tbem fmm a CU.f:femnt 
po!nt of view aDd witb e fmsb Glfel ft>r t.s it to be 
ess\Ded thet. 8 let.er pc>lnt of view ls IQ)DJ apt. than 
an earlier one. Each espe~ cones SDto sigh~ 1n its 
own time, wh1ch CBilJI')t be ent1c1pated or pmlongedJ 
and yet lt.s s19biflcance 1s not loat, ibr tie meaning 
that 8 wos:k esswnae tbr a later generation is the 
~sult of tm wmle z:ange of previous tntexpretat.lnns• 
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Tie ~btl~ which I ot.e boti\ trl 1ndlv1duals end 

1nstitufdons am far too many to list hea:e, but some 

of tbam must l:)e acknowledged. To be born within a 

tradition and question lts sooSo-ilSstor1cel lOOts ill 

not eesy. One ei~r tends to ac~pt e tradlt!on or 

~Sjec:ts it. outright wttmut looking for any scSenti

f1C/h1storieel explanations. For me tm cmice was 

neltber acoeptanoe or mjeetS.On but the need tD have 

an wl<SeJ:Stsndlng of the cultum (tba totality of life) 

1n which I was tom. 

I an rot sure lf I cr>ulCl have managed to <b 

this on my own, but'. tb3 oppoztWlley tD etudy at the 

CSDta:e of Histor1ea1 studies at the Jawabarlal Nah.r:u 

UnivenS.ty ee&'talnly pmpamd ma for such e task. 

vJ1th1n the oentm l an especially indebted to PDlf. 

Bipan Chandn w~ lntmduced rre to tbe pmble~ of 

1\istortc:al meeerch end belped rre at mE~ny a ortt1cal 

ja.tnctums An initial murse by Pmf. K.N. Pannlkar 

on the History of I&au, mlpe<l in t.he cmloe of a 

ooncept.wsl ~rk fbr tm pmeent thesis. 'L'ba 

t;x)pic for the p.msent dissertation came up during 

my discussion \i1th Dr. Amrtk stngh on t!E pp,blems 

of Punjeb1 L1temtum. 
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The staff of t.he ~lu:u Memorial Muaewn ancl Library, 

tm Indian National Arcbl..-es, the Jeweharlal M:'lu:u Univer

sity LSbr:al'Y, tm Pwljabi tJnlveaf.ty Libruy erxl th'! India 

office LD>rary '*re e~ly ~lpful. My speciel thanks 

go to Ms. Batalrl and Getbl wbo Sntmduoed me to t:be 

M)ban Singh Cbllectton et the Pwljebi University. t4y 

penonal t.benks 9' to Pmfessom Had;)ans S:l.ngh, Ravind9r 

aavl end Dallp Kaur Tiwan.e, wbo pl:t)vlaed criticisms end 

suggea~io!B !o~ paft8 of tMs manuscript. 



OIAPrER X 

j.rj}EftA'}:UBE AND .,SOClJ:!EX 

JncD=Jasingly .t.t 1s baing r.emgnised. almost as an 

axiom. that e close mlationshtp exists between society and 

llteratum. All literacy endeawum beer the Slnpmsston of 

the society fmm which tbey have emerged. 1 This is one 

l.t!as:>n which would obvtously aca>unt iol:' the dlffemnees 

between tl'e lt.teratum pmduced in late niret:eentb or early 

twentieth centw:y England and the literature p~duc:ed 1n 

India at this time. But what p~:ecSsely is the mlotionship 

bebJGen society and llt:erat.w.'e? This inmcent sounding 

question has amused over tm lest ~ centuries a heated. 

scr1mon1ous and to-date an almost \Uinanagable debate ennn0 

writers, literary critics. ht.stortans and sociologists. out 

of this debate bas emerged what is mrrc:only mfiarred to as 

the sociology ~f llterablm. 

Tbs mots of this s\lb-disc1pl1ne may be tJ:aced tn 

~ Ancients' but mo~ d1mctly to ~ M.?dem contmversy 

which n~d in late 17th centw:y France and England. It 

was debated whether the literary cmations of modem Eumpe 



•/ 

I 2 I 

wen comparable to the masterpieces pmduced durlnrj t.be 

classical period 1n Gmeoe end lbme. The debate was 1bll

oued by tbo Gezman idea of K\l1~J;e. which looked 

et l'unen cultuxe as a 1dDle, fmm a bistodc:al posltton. 

In 1796, De Donald made bSs classic statement• •Literature 

is an expmsston of mciety". 2 Four ~a~ later a Fxenc:h

'iOtrtan Madi:ma de Stael WR)te an influentlel work, ,al la 

AbM9~ SPJ!dmm .4!ml me.g_apmu;;tLaP& 1M\ ,jgat.i

..tJ~t.m!l§ msieles. Published 1n 1800, t:bi.a volwne discussed 

tlJe mlattoD of J:aa! end climate to literary seyles, es well 

as effects of wmen and l'eligton on an. 

Uncle&:' tbl! away of the <b~ of pmgmss end a 

bel~f in tJ¥! stages tb=oJ:y of Cleveloprrent, Madame de Steel 

assert.ed tbat t1e litemtun of e society st»uld m bmught 

in~ ba~ny with lts pmvailing po11Ucal beliefs. She 

bel!eved that tbe deing mpUblican spirit Sra Fmnch 

politics sb:)uld be mflect:ed in llt.eratum by lntmduc:lng 

tba flgums of clttzsns and peasants into sedDus t~.rks, 

such as tr:agedies, m~r than mleqattng t:!&n tn cmredtes. 

In mr vWti, llterai:Um smulcl pol:tray important changes 

in the mclel order, especlelly t:l'ose which t.ndlcste 

mo~t towards tm goals of liberty and justice. Her 

~1ritings on ~is topic had wide influence during bar life 

and for ct:!cacss afteanu:d. 

2. Quoted ln Ian vlett, gp. cit; •• P• sol 
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Since Madame Cb Steel's terk. a gmat Cleel has been 

wdtten on issues mncemlng tba linkages bet\Jeen society 

and lltentu&e. but tm major pmpos1~1ons have been 

advanced by thee scbnols. On tm om hand am tmse 

who t>Duld evidly deny eny JJ.nkegas between aoeSety and 

lltemtu.m. 3 Tmy w:>uld argue against any t~ed1at1on 
between social 1Ds~itutjons, audiences, educational 

oppoJ:tunlty, natum of c:onnun1cat1on systems, evellable 

metbods of llv1ng and Uter:uy ectivS.ty. 

This scmol, SD its mot elammte man 1s mpms_ 

en.ted l)y tm Russian munalSDts end UnguS.Stlc str:uct\u'a

lists. eoncermd with language as a social pbenomsmn. 

they ceny that llterat.ure can te a molal object. 

FWlCl.enental tD t.mlr Uteraty met:tccblogy 1s the te~ 

itself, exclusive of mee~nee to enythJ.ng outside it. 4 

101: a Fo.anal!st, e living language can Cb wit.b'Jut 

literatum, even tbough Utaratum bas its basis in tha 

living lenguage. To put it mm explicitly, tbe Fomalf.st. 

scmol considers eoclsl mlatSonships, myths and 

a. F.R. 1eev1s and c.n. Ieevls, Jearps ~J9iirtca 
Uoncbn, 1969) , and Valdjmar NBbo v, ~ Si...aD 
Llt.eg.tug, ed. Fmdson Bo~rs. (Ha~w:t. 1990). 

4. T. Totbmv, Pzeface ~ translation of R!nry Janes, 
.wmate st:ortes (Paris, 1970~, M. Fouca\&lt, R.Bertms, 
J. Denida, et.al. VPli'M .d' eafCS'JiRle (Parts, 196el, 
a. Gemtte •. K~s ,1 gad ;:&smma JJ (Pad.s. 1966) • 
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ideolog!es as having m mality other than wbet obtains 

Sn a language or f.n everyday speech, whicb is ~ medi\ln 

to express mlattonshSps, myths end ideologies. Yet in 

evexyday experience, such meaning lies at tbe jmp11c1t 

1eva1, moE:t people act or live out tb9lr ltws witl'Dut 

cons1G3r.t.ng it. out of this duality of living expert..ence, 

eme~s lltemttue, to unveil rreaning and tmmfore tm 

\iOrld of actuality. The act of telling a stDry can 

appmprtete fmm t.te lan.guege of e-.rydey use its hldden 

maenlng, and hence tile ecblal objects to ttbicb it a:eilers, 

wbetmr these be events, Ideas or Seeltngs. LS.tsrsture 

expresses end brS.ngs to life tbi3 living cnntent of vnrds. 

A f\Utler dwelopment of this a~nt 1s tbund 1n 

tl'e schools of al'le\-7 criticism• and semiology \ihich 

con.,nd that. tbe life of tb! author, tbe pmducer, 1s 

t.nelevant tD inte~mt a literary text. Any et:tempts 

to fbcus on the autmr-as-source S.S to mmroit ~ 

•int;entionalist fallacy", to deny •i:be richness of tle 

text in S.ts openness, its madebUlty in the meanings 

that can be pmduc:ed fmm t.t•. 5 Il*ecl Ronald Bartbes 

bas cpna so far as tn insist that a 

·t~e autl'Dr 1s e maean figure, a pmduct of 
our mc!ot.y in so far as, emerglng fmm tiE 
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Middle-A~s with Bngllsh empirtc:ism, Fmnch 
.mtionalism and tbs personal faith of th3 
Refomation, it dtsmvez:ea tbe pmst.1ge of 
tm lnd1v1cmal, of, es lt is mom nobly put, 
'tbe human peJ:lSOn•. It is thus logical thet 
in literatum lt should be this postivism, 
tba ep1tame end culmination of cep!tallst 
l~logy whlch bas ett.ncted the gmat.est 

6 iqx>rtance to the •person• of tle autmr•. 

Opposed to t.hls viewpoint am th:>se wm s~unohly 
pmfass and seek to demonstnte a direct, virtually a 

om to one J:elationshlp batween society end lltemt:um, 

autmr and text. 7 Such an appmach ls supposed tD be the 

bl::llllnaft of Marxist aest.het.lcs. Although Mace himself 

•never fUlly developed e cultural theoey•8, wlgar 

Maz:x1sts tend to portray all er.t as e direct mfleotion 

of t1'e material basis of e SC)CJ.ety. Tbe classic fJoz:mu

lation 1D such an 1Dtexpretat1on is that. of base end 

superstJ:uctum. 9 Aft ecr>mmlstic base it is azgued deter

mires all ar:tlstJ.c pmductJDn, \'lb1ch is part of tha 

6. Ronald Bertbas, -rm daeth of tbe Author• in .Jlnam
HY§i~~ (Glasgow. 19?7). PP• 142-43. 

7. For such a view within tbe Maclst uadltion eee Mao
Tee tung~ "on L1tere~ and Art." • ln B:lvel Lang and 
For~E!st tiiUlmns ed. bXZIF apd~a ~rJt.i~l ~ 
Aeat;mtts:e And S:a;itis:;San U~\1YO&:;i? •PP• oa-9. 
1.so Tmtsky ln en lnfltentlal mrk on llteratum 
wrttesa •aemz:e even a ~r of leVOlgt.tonary ptesen
tjment could pesa thX!lugh Russian literatuz:e at t:ha end 
of tl'e last century and t:be beginning of this, hist"Dzy 
bad t:) pmc.iuce the deepest changes ln tie basts of 
eCDnomlcs, ln land tenw:e. in soct.al mlat1ons, and ln 
the feelings of tle masse$" •Pml.etarlan c:ul.Q1m and 
Pmletartan art• ln Bevel Lang end Fo~:Vest WUllams ed. 
~·· p.61. 

8. R. \'l1ll1ams, eultum eqd Soc!gt.y (lonCbn, 1960) 1 p.269. 
9. For e learned discussion of base-superstructum ttDdlal and 

its place in Maalst literary tl'eor:y see a. W1111nms 
~arximn and !ttteature (Oxibrd, 1977) , PP• 75-82. 
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superet:uctu~. For instance, Chdstopber caudwell 

describes ell mdem J;X)&try (that ls, s1nce tbe 15th 

century l as "capitalist poe1:J:y". 10 

Puallel to the expllcitly ee»nom1st1e aesthetic theory 

am tmse wm pmjec:t a telationsbip between arts end life 

in general. A .meant oo~lDgJ.cal \4Drk by Joan Roclafell, 

asserts that "tbe patterned cnnmct.1on between socjet.y and 

fic:~n is so discernible ard so reliable that llteratal-!9 

ought to be added to tbe mgular ~ls of social inves

tigation•. LS.terature can be sbown tic' m • e pmcluct of 

society• sbe insists rather tban •sSmply enter:tel!Jnent.• 

or ~ msult of private fantasy•. Fic:tton t.s mt. only 

a npmeentatS.w of social mality• bat also an a99ney 

of •eoe1nl mntml• for S.t. 1s i.ntportent in tbe •socV!li

zation of Snfents, in the expmeston of f')fficial muns 

such es law and :celigk>n, lD the conduct. of politics• 

and it pmvldes •s~ls· in the Cbmain of mxms end valuesu. 

11. 

• 
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Pic*fon acau:~lng to tie mn-MaccS.sts wb> seelc a 

medt.etion bet.ween tha mclel and tbe litentum is sal<l to 

mflect. soc!aty ln tbat it pzovldes a ~emxu of what 

certain people did - )t)w tmy loved and marned, 9XO\Iped 

themselves into social claases, conducted various enter

prises, and set up homes. Fiction has also mveeled mw 
people bave thought emut tbemselws and ot.ma:- matteJ:S, 

oucb as God, tbe family, politics and race. Fiction is 

fll.l:'tmr said to effect people •s lives by mlpl.ng tmm ~ 

foun their own attitudes end values towa~ what: bas 

existed encl wbat. sb)\lld exist. 

Plction seeks tD be nol9 then e plctw!e of 11~. 

tbwUsU have wanted to point a m:u:al cllmcUy or SndS.mctly 

anti ofSered a critique as well as a poRm:lt. tbveliets 

cla ~ing to o£fer a "puz.e" pu:trait have tecessar11y lJmS.tad 

points of view and CJ;Pals, which lSmS.~ tbalr poRr.--alt:s 

cormspondingly. When tb!!y offer cdt:iqua~, bowever, tley 

c:onsc:SDusly select aspects of lUe tbet. tley want to cmm~ent 

on, such as poverty, bypocrtcy, ana tle capacity fbr low 

or batmd. Tbey ~Uberately emphasise trese aspects at the 

expense of others. Thus, wbl~e mwaling much of value 

concerning ttDse elements of life thPt lntemst tlen, 

mvelists mc:essar1ly 1gnom other eletnents that may interest 

tl&S.r reacters or otbe.: mvelists. Fiction becones a 
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c;,ompeCllwn of wbat. wr!te.rs tm\tghi: it important ~r even 

pmfltable to bnng to the attention of pmspect1ve mact;,rs. 

As such it smws wbat au.tboxs take life to ba and \4'lat tl'ey 

want tbelr: eudSence to take it. to be. 

Disillusioned by a stralt.jacketed view of lltemtum, 

of lBte tb3te has emerged a t.hS..ttl appmach, which flatly 

c1enJes that literatum is in anyway, emmmi~St.1e or otbar

\'fise a dir:ect ~flection of society. According to om of 

its leading pmponents, Raymond Williams, "Tb:u:e is m 

single mlationsh1p between t.m natum of a sochlty and 

tbe ehemcter of its llteratu.ze, but tl'Dre are slgnificsnt. 

and possibly s1gn:1ficant mlations, \>lh1ch seem to vary with 

actual histo:y •••• t:be mletlons between llteretum end 

society can be seen to vary extnsldersbly. in changing 

bisV,rtcol altuat.tons. As society cbanges, its 11teratuxe 

cbangos, tt.ough often in unelqlected weys, for it. is a part. 

of social gmlllth and mt simply its mfl.ectton" .12 

tilt:hin India. exoapt for efibrts at what may b3 

called, cat.cbing up with western paradlgns. 18 110 mmjor 

1Qdlgln9ous effi:u:t bas been made to study these isSU9s. 

12. 
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This ls understandable because thi:: mst influential ~nm 

of ll•rature., tb3 novel, bas been !mpol."t2d fmm tb9 west 

end, as a mmllaz:y, tha criUc:al appamt.us tD appmecb 

it has also been albptea fmm outside the countJ:y. Two 

aisc1pl.1nes, blatoJ:Y end sociology, besides literatum, 

whf.ch am eminently cuitecl to study the linkeges bett.Jaen 

%ndian .,clety and literature have faUed to Cb so. 

A poesible elq)lanatlon fbr th1s lag is tbet, flrstly, 

the isDues of Indian sociology end bist:o&y have been 

tbmul.eted in tm context of tbe British impact on Dldian 

soe!e~. Consequently, tm cmc!al ames which have been 

1dent.1f!ed am pollt1cel, ecommic end nom mcently 

GGcJ.al. 'l'be Cl)nc:entntfon of scmlars on these isslSs 

has msult:ed in only a partial attention to tlYa social 

r.esponoea in tm fo&m of 11teratw:e14 end consequently 

our undezosbndlng of the pest bes ln many ways been om

dimensional. Secondly, tb3 deep-.D')Ot:ed pos1Uvian mmng 

Indt.Pn social sc!ent!st:e bas always giwn gxeater cm<U.

tlb:Ulty t:o studies, whic:h em based on en::hivel mcords, 

like ~veranent Daports, notlngs of British mmaucracy, 

prtvete mrmspondence, census r:ecx.ala and c::ontemporary 

newspapers. such mau:ds, it 1s flmly believed, tlill 

allow tbe b1s~r1an to get: hold of that elusive charr-cter 
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in hiatDry. c:slled facts. This fet1ah tor conventional 

soul'COs, An eee~X:b of facts, is evident l.n moat meant. 

t«>rks oD lftdlan tUstxu:y and also in tbe CtJw:ae etNctum 

of lwt.an unlvenlitjsa, ~lhicb etlll a:uw:entnte on c:11um 

and tm.tpt bistory. 

Tblmly, tbe water-tight mqjldtmental.izet!on of 

sec:lal science dlsaSpllme bas CDnfim4 litent.\ue tD 

~ eor:ncbn of language dapad:nents. lt 1s Jae11eved 

tbat the bud beaded social •otentist does rDt possess 

the aquired eeneibi1i~y, expeRS.e ana aeathetlc 

eJqJOa\118 ~ epprec:iets, wd!t~'ftl~Dtl and analyse the 

nuances in tbe \C~ of an utiat, wm mea mt. func

tiOn under re~m• of imagtnatto~ sources and 

social que~, es Cbea a aoclologlet. or a historian. 

It S.S I'Dt euq,d.elng tbat except tior be major 

nDrDgrapbs15 wh1cb eeek ix) et.udy tm fmagea wbieh India 

end tbe tnalans evoked Glr)DtJ British mwlt.asts espe

cially during t.m colord.el pedcd, end a few eeOlndaJ:Y 

15. 
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refemnces to llteratum 16, tbe h1stodan/eoclologSat. f.n 

Zftdla have insulated themaelws fmm Sssues which slD\114 

))a es much of tbelr: concam as tlult of ~ high pdests 

of literatw;e. 

Tbe pa:esent ti«)J:'k by m means esplms tc mstructum 

tbS.s legacy. lt bas e lSmlted task to point out tba 

ilmense pouibllltiea 1br e historical analyses of llten

tuse. Fo~ this pw:pose u attempt bas been maae to nudy 

~ lntenction between lltentu&e and Mclal develo~nts . 

tbmugb the novels of Dbai Vb' Singh. In this eld!owur: 

tJ¥l pmaent \beais la gu1dac1 by t:he belie£ tba~ 1f we 

eJlP.lyae t.he eJ:t18t1c achievements of a 981'tleulu ega 

while t:aking into ac:coun~ the atyllctic and fo.&mal pmblems 

and t.b9 tbminant style, emve all we must study tm social 

~ndlt!f)ns, m!)vements. anCl eonfllcta of tm penod, tm 

claas mlettonabSps and a~ruggles and tm msul~Ang l<ilas

a:ellgtoua, ph1losopblea~ and pollt1cal - in o~r t:o see 

tbe aatt of that period in a mal, aot. an SmagJ.nru:y =ntext. 

At. t.te same time ~ must bewc!lm of mnding into eVC!ry t.ctk 
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of aa:t, or element of style, a dlmet. end Wlllnbi~us 

expnesion of a class or a soclal sltuatjon. we must 

take ~m mt to judge e wtit.er•e# utiat•a or mus1-

cian•a tO.a:k solely ac(l')nllng to wbetber it i.e •pmgmssive• 

o~ •asc:tioll8l'Y' (£or tiD bQo moy 1ntez:m1ngle, ee lel'l1rl 

pointad out ill his enalyals of Tolstoy and beaUies, tm 

caueetmn ot QUality mut enter into every jUdgEment) • But 

waless w apply histozy to tbe uta- unless we examim 

tha eocial cauaea for lts c'hang!ng subjects, lb.ans end 

content- we eze bound to end up in ebetre= epeculetl?n 

ana aeetmtioism, mUse f.ran aallty. An analysts of 

etyle b:»wver inte111.gent. lt may be end )¥)wever brilliant 

its ins1gbt. into specific pmblems, ie bound to fall unless 
• 

1t zecognims tba CI:)Jltent that is to aay, in tbe last 

l.natonce, the eociel element is clecSsiw • 
.. . 

Bha1 Vir SSngb lla8 been widely ac:claitned as 'tbe 

fatber of mdem Punjabi language •. It! is cmdited with 

'having pktneemd ln Pwljebl the ~naes of pmee, mvel, 

epic and drema. In a 1Ue spen of elgbty-five ~al:'S be 

wmte mom than sixty =oks Em)unting to twenty tmusand 

pages. All. ttds ~l:k was done at a tjme wien Punjebl was 

consldemd a pmnln:JDI.Iba (wat.ic language) , U~uitad 

tD ~mas llt.eau:y espirat.Sons. To fuRber tm causo 

of PWljabl. Dbal Vir Singh aet up 1n 1892 ~ 
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DZ'W:HSDQ hefli. which ttas tm fil'et printing pmss in 

Amntsax-. He founclecl t.11e .t<M• S;§Qfteb!f- the only 

aw:v.t.vSDg Punjab! rewspaper of the nineteenth oentw:y. 

His cewtton of a lite Une to ~ deve.lopmen~ of Punjabl 

Uwratum bas eamea bSm UBCaaaing ma:tgnlUDn. Jn 

1949, the Punjab Ubivenlt.y, at its fin~ ctuwo~ton, 

cxndened on tWn tbe dogma of 92stpr o' Odan!i§l.Jtamtns.t. 

In 1950 Bbai Vir Singh•e aelnla:en i!)~nG4 the 'Bbal Vir 

Singh Q)mnem:u:11Uon Vol\lne Colllnit.tee', under 'tl'e cbaiman.

sbip of ss.r Teja Singh Malik. Th! wa:y next )lear it 

bmught out an ~!lSJen oantaa• lt. contained letters 

.t.n his b:tnour fmm IJCh)lam, poets, pl\UDsopbers, 

Cliplomate eDd sa1Dts flbm all ove~ tbe world. :rn 1952 

Sbal Vl~: Slngb wee mminated to the Pwljeb legislatlw 

oouncil. A Je&r later the fs.ret Sah.ttya Akademt. awara 

8)r Pwljabl was gS.van to bls U)rkl me Sa!n Jgp. Just 

a ,au bemm his ~1:11 m was ewuted ~ Pactam Bhushen.17 

JbC' many ]te8D bia books wem selected es the best books 

of the year end tbey have been maib a put of the 

unlven1ty ayllebus in Punjab. His mvel surtei£1 Is said 
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to have sola moJ:e than o miUSon mptes. Soon after Ids 

&lath m 1957, Bbai Vlr Stngb §phity,a So.dn was set up. 

which bas conetmcted two palatial netOriels at Amdtsar 

and ~lh1. At tte tJme of bls fii'St. bUtb cent:enatY, 

tm PUnJab Govamnent 1net1tuted a chau of Bbei Vir s lngh 

st.uat.es at Panjab Un1veJ:S1t.y, Chendtgal'b. tb oth'!r PUnjabl 

writer 1\Gs been so pmfw:ely wd.~n about as Bbal Vir 

Singh. All the jow:nals dealing wt.tb l'un.jebilit=eratum 

!lave bmugb.t out special n\lt\ben on tbe life end wod<a of 

Bha1 V1r S!ngb. A lurdecUy bmught out bibltognpby by 

Panjab Un1vem1ty 1D 1974 has marly eeven b&loaJ:ed 

.unbFJre4 enutea e1tber: by Bhel Vir Singh or allout tdln18 

an<i tM list 1s still gmwing. 

X~ is mt aw=prising tbat Bhei Vir Singb beeame a 

legend dUring bis llfie t!m.e 0n:l ix)day tbexe am n.rnemus 

st.kl\ fanlltes# which wonb1p befbxe bls porue!t. His 

birth celebrations hsve become an ennusl ritual. A 

gmw1n9 mytb:)logy has enveloped his life and ~rk with 

a constant flow of mmdfic::st tm fa~r of Punjebl 

llten'tUI:el the fetmr of Punjab pmae end poeUy1 tm 

sixth river In the land of f!ve riveau laral<l of tbzt 

mw <letmJ e river o£ eulmm and Jaamtng• ccholer of 

1e. Visbvanet.h '.riwad., Hari~r Pannu end Jagt:ar (edG.) 
Dba1 Vir SlnX£ san&u:bh-l(Osh (Chandiga.du Publlcotion 
i3tU"eeu, Pan] Unlvemlty, I9? 4) • 
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tU.atory and many otters. 19 Tm~ 18 en urgent med to 

aamythologt.ze Sha1 Vir Singh enc! look into ti1e essump ... 

tSons behind this myth)Jo9"i• This will not only enable 

us t:o study Blt.a1 Vir Singh as Vir Sin~ but also pmv1de 

a sbaxper fbcus on Punjeb•e social bistDry as e.lso enable 

ua to exploxe t:hl'i:t mlat1Dnsh!p between society eod 

lltentum in a apec1£1c instance. 

----------------
19. 



Bbal Vir Singb was tom in lleCemller 1072 1n a 

highly estebllsled fmnUy of PUnjeb.l By this t:1me, 

PUnjab had t1:en a pSJ:t of ~m Britietl Empi.~ tor almost 

quuter oi o ccntu~. Each ,.ear of Bha:l Vir Singh's 

life and £emily blstD~ 1s • tbtaUed impmas1on18tJ.e 

.relief of wbat was happening 1n PUnjab. 

At the high fOOD of t1'e emphe, tbe British 

attn!nistl:'at'om, fUledwl tb confidence end imbued wit.h 

a s:reas ienle zeal, sougbt to make PUnjab into a mlonial 

haven wbem nc»ne tauld be dissatisfied with ~ Raj. 2 

staltltl9 with Hercy ~awmnce•e tlUBe member eoaJ:d of 

Acblniet:mtS.On, e Cli~cy PUnjab Scbool of acbln~n

tion etoaJ:ged. DlaUW'Jtful of court pmeed\U.'es and lews, 

tb! Punjeb aelninistmtion eatabl1sbed e 41~ct. peaonal 

J:Ule, in Which all ~ subjects were to be enmw:aged tD 

look upon~ SU'Jc.U' ae Ma-!Mlp.3 Pwljab was to beaxne a 

moebl state tbr the mat oi the empire. 

1. For bioga:apb1cal details eee Mabe Singh, £a&Jn
1 
.. 

lbli Xj.£ SlmlJl J,l sJe, SADJ$!@p JlQp (1\mritsar, 95 I 

andDalil D~ Bhgj, V1£_S_i~JJ ·G~~ (Atnnteer,969 end iiamans s ih,(s 
( ~w Delhi, 1972>. 

2. Eric Stokes, ~ English Uj;~S,~pa apd IndJ.p 
(OXfO~ 1959 , pp.244-4S, 248. 

2. ~r an e~ly well msea=bed ~rk on tbe Punjab 
scmol of Ac.im!Jdstzation see P.H.M. Vancen Dun~n, :m e.tn1ib Tm(.W;#Qn (london, 1972). 
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Tbe expansion of B&-i~Ssb actlv1tJes iD Punjab. 

bmught in lte weJce • Snglt.ah education, Chr!etian m!as!D

nad.es, pd.ntiog pnaa, eng11claed IndiaDs en.cl new 

infl~nces in living, dmas eas social values. All 

PWljebSs, eapeclelly ulban, in order tD be suc:ceaafUl, 

wem mtr;)811ed to mntend with tbe we-sa of th! •new 

world • ewtaenly bmu- to tmu cbor steps. 4 

Tm need fbr lower level ~veranent fuDCtionoriea, 

tbe ~elm to •oivillm • tbe local population end win 

t.mm over to t.m Bntleh aide by llwtilling in tbem values 

of loyalty end mspec:t tz)waJ:'de tte Raj made tbe g:,vel'IIOOnt. 

sat. up a new ectucat!onal system, whlcb pac:llally z.eplacsd 

tbe !ndlgimou.e o110. 5 Tle fiat tpverrrnent acb:)ol in 

centnl Punjab was aet up at Amrltaar and an amuel grant. 

oi as. s,ooo was sanctioned fer it. 6 'l'be Amrltear Scbonl 

pmv1de4 lnsb:Uct!on S.n Snglieb as well as 1n Oriental 

4. For a pehC)na1ised acCDunt of such a pmceaa in case 
of om ~abl fanUy, see VetS Mehta, ,»as14Xji 
(O:ldb~, 1972> • 

s. A ~ailed exaniDatton o£ tbe edUcattonal inst.1t\lt1ona 
and t&ends in Punjab Sa avaUable in G.\'1. 1eltrw3Jr:, 

=:=:~~rr~ ~em. ~sB. PsWm •mm 
6. ts.F. Bwce, t Uldo;x pf tlJt JlDlDDi~X of Pun1fll? 

(Lebon, 1gas , P• 1. 
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longu.agee. ReadlDg, speaJd.ng and wrlt.lng of E~llah, 

ad.tbDeUe, 930meta:y end 9!!09nlpby oonstlwted the cow:rse 

of study. Wltbin o~e par (leso-sll, tbe claily attendaracs 

J.Dcleued fmm 10'7 ~ 158.7 About one-fourtb of tte 

atudl!mts ednitted 1n tl1e sc:tcol pumuaa tbelr etudf.es 1n 

Englisb. 

on tbe nocel of tb9 Amdteec acmol, g,wranent spon

soad acmols wem opened et RewalpSncU, Gujar:at., ShelWur. 

Mulun, Jbel\1\\ ana JUJ.l\UldUt:". 8 By 1856 tbem were t~W:ty
flve such acbools. 9 'l'le aeroo ~er tm SdUcatSonal 

Deputnent. with a DirectDr-Gem&al, bD Inspectors, e:&ewn 

Daputy-XnepectoD and sewnt.een SUb-lriJpecton was set up 

ln Punjab. Tbe new atpal'tment.. ltanded by e om per cent 

ce•a oA lanCbwnem, eot up 563 scmole 1n one ,ear, out of 

which 456 wm located in vU.lagas. 10 xn ac!dlUon# mnnal 

a~la wexe eat. up at. Rawalpindi and Lal'Dm to t.nln 

teacbam. %n 1860, a mecU.cal scbool was aet. IP at Le'ho.m 

aDIS fbw: J881."8 later, t:he Leb>a and Delhi Colleges wem 

aet up. Tbe Penjeb uni,.,mity college establSabe<l in 

le70 was nt.sed to uns.vent.ty level ln 1892. 

9. Y.B. MetbW:, R£D1qh AOr!iafutnt1oD oJ bDill? (Delhi, 
n.a.>. P• eo. 

10. lb14, P• 84. 
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The 12w educetJonel fec111ties weea extmmely popular 

with all sections of tbe Punjabi .,cSety. ln a despatch 

ttfJ Dep\lty QXnmiesjoner of \J'\allundur mmerted about e mw, 

..... acb:»l at ~r. Tbe late Guru saclba stngb bad 

pUSII)Wlt influence tlem, an<1 objected tt> • g:>WasneM 

aob:oll)eil'¥J ea~lSsbeel in tM town. Since ble death 

tbe people tb!2mselws haw come foJ:Wa~ end petJ.tSomd 

iior ona, and tllem 1s mw a smell ee}x)ol of fifty mys•.l1 

To paea out of a cpveJ:I'Jllent acmol or college with a 

kro\>iledge of English was Joot.b a qual!flcation fi:>r status 

and a better..pald j6h. :sng11sh e&.lcatjcn enaumd. be~ter 

jobs than vemacular training. In 1092 th::>M wm 
clea.rsd the Entnnee examination in English started with 

a salat:Y of Rs.24 a nl)DthJ tb;)se wb,) peatJed lt in tbe 

vernaau.lar wem paid only Rs .11. English education Cit 

tb'ia DU!tr.s.ct scmol ttt1t.lout oomplet-.1ng t.be aecont!aJ.Y 

e&tc:at1~n pl.bmieed a salary of Rs .17, while e s isn11ar 

educa~n et e ve::meuler ec:beol woula aecum e job 

worth nts.9 e nontb. 
12 

11. Cited in o.w. le1tnar, PP• ctt;., P• 17. 

12. Educational Department S\U"Yey mportad in letter 
~. 1443, Lal'Dm. 23 Febwazy, 1SB8. Dimctor of 
Publ1<: lnat.~n Plmjab to secmtaz:y PwljSb 
GovemDettt. in £W.\.1~ .Jbme 9Smml.£B!POJ.D, 
Jemaax:y, 1ee4. R\. 9. 
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weste.m e4Ucat.Jon was eccccnpenJed by books 1n English, 

whlc:b ~ly becane a nge anong the ed\lcated. The 

r;net.cy of l'b~l'th. syen enct Tl»mes M:»om, t11e Uctfon 

of t'laltel' SCPt.t., Cbe&-les DlckenB, Gao• Bllto~ and 

Lytton, and tl» wd~ings of Veltabe, MJ.ll ana Bentham 

weze widely nad.18 A PJbmioent co~ncy wdtes :ln 

N.a eutobiognpby • W:he &emadtable books, - t!ey 

appeamd both to out.u Datta end mpelf (Rucbi Ram Sahnl) 

we a18o nad tc»gatber in our span b::>w:a in tm CC>llega 

venndah •••• TbeM wem Mill's !&~n&lm ana 
sentban•a pmg a& J.tqillt.1&1Qg1 Tbey wam, of a>t.aa~e, 

mt Sncludad (in) tbe college coune, tut. that was of 

11ttle CDne14aratjon for b>th of us. we mad end ae-mad 

t-1i11•a ema11 blok line by lim or panqnph by par:egmph, 

<liscusst.ng, aa:;uira;, dlffedng or agmetng in ~le end, as 

we •nt along. R,)w ancl again. we Q)uld mt. do mom t.ben 

a aentence or t.1o in t.le Q)W:Se of en l'Dur, tbr either ~ 

CDuld mt egne es ~ vhK tbe autb:u:•s mal meaning was 

or, for some o~11e.r: mason. tbe wlole tJme was taken up by 

a dJ.acuset.on about all tbe Smpllcat.Sons of the puea~ or 

mw ~ m\&14 oUilJelws accept his lead•. 14 

1a. Lajpet aet., ~aP!Rh&S!l wd.!j.&ngg (Delhia 1964, 
zeprl:Jt) • PP• 26' 9. 

14. lWdh1 Ran sa1m1. -.1!-Bpyel.&wm a& en QQtQsmna£km"• 
ms, P• 75. 
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%n1t1e11y e few Bri'Oft9 t~ w:ban Punjabis swiftly 

ad:»pteCl tb9 values and the life...etyle of tbe mw \C.r:lCl 

and acxu:md et tteir past. t.rad1tt~ns end mritsge. But 

ibr the vest majort~y tbe transition was mt to b! eo 

siJnple. They Q)uld at l:est drew e bridge be1:ween tbe 

old end mw. To cb ., tley Q)uld dapen<i on ~ wunemus 

asacclat1ons eet up in Punjab. 

In 1863 a small gmup of Bengalis, with e few 

PWljebi entl\Usiaats, munded the Brah'ro Semaj of Labore.15 

ova~: t~ mxt ~,.., ci!cadas bnmcl'es we~e opened Sn R~wal

pi.Ddl. i\ml:itaa.r:, MUltan, fbpar, Simla and Dere Gbez! 

aban• 
16 

In 1876. tbe Brallno samaj munastd a society 

to tJ:'enelate thai~ l1teRture tnto Punjebi. Hindi, end 

Udll., and 1n 1877 tm srattno•e establ!sbed one of tle 

few Bra}m) pnssee outsiae of Bengal. PmaelyUzatJon 

rested upon literacy. Bre}m) tncts and ~ m-*hl.y 

Joumel• Hgd iJokllsAt,. bxought tbai.r: llle.8Qage to ~ 

llte.rate &lw, to the new Glibs of tM Punjab, es d1d 

~ continUed tr.avels of Bnlltr-..t miaslnlliU:£ee and 

lead:la~. 11 Fmm Bengal cane xeahab Cbandl:a sen f.n 

1967 end 1873., Debandra Hsth Ta~m 1n 186?, 1912 end 

.. 
' 

1'11 TH-1064 
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1974 and a aed.ea of lesser known Brehto figures either 

singularly or in gmups. Fmm tie J:leg:lnntng a ameU but. 

socially s1gn1ficent manber of educatEld PWljebia p8R1-

cJpated S.n ~ Brahno sanaj end wem closely linked to 

t.ba Bengali community. Primarily Ht.ndl.l8. tba few Punjab 

fanUtes of tm LamDS saoaj were all Hindu clel'kal a 

few sikhs also aU1e4 tbemaelves with B~ sanej end 

S.ts Bengali mambe1'S. Tbsietlc~ mttnnel and eyncm

tistic, Bengali Srabnos tanct!d to be extmme ln t:belr 

.wejectSon o£ contemporary Hinduism. Tbey pmcleimed 

w1dow zemarrtage ~cceptable, ate comnunal meals, 

di8cuded the t.hzeact of orthodoxy, and zeject.ec! estab

lisbed ~me of Hindu womhS.p. 

Tbe Bnlrno ideology could appeal only to e few, 

6)r the ~-est they we ~a apostates. 18 

:rn 1866• Lela Behan Lal end Pandit Bhanu Dat~e 

saeant Ram jotl1ed N)vin Chandra Rat l!llCJ s.P.Bhettecharjee 

tlO !ound the LalDUlt sat Sabba (SOciety nf 'l'xutb), a a:etbm 

0 rgan1zat:lon fbcusaed solely on Pwljabi socsety. Tbe 

Sabba was e&dicated to eociel n15ozm and educatton, as 

was tb! Bnhto Semaj. but with~ one major diffemnce -
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tm sat Sabhe sought to ut11lm Punjab! as tbe sole medi.\ln 

of lta tGrk. Although Bebad. Lal publicly opposed tte 

principles of tm Bl'aJa) Semej, the oav socSe~y 1b12owed 

Dnbno pat.teme of W)Dbip, and clearly atbpted lts 

ozvanlzettonal atwctum. So close wem ~ be eoete

ties in !:u:m that. lnlt.taUy the Sat Sabba wu taken to 

):)e a bl'aneb of tm Ba:ali!D semaj.19 Daelclta organizational 

tacbnlquea tha Sat Sel)ba b:u:mwect most of its ldaolog1cal 

orientation fmm tbe B&"811to Semej. It too was ecJect.ic 

an<1 tbaistic ancl ill later ]l&an cane to be cdticlr.ed mr 
ita wllllngtwlaa to l»~mw fmm Cbdat!enlty. 20 

Movemente !:)r eoolel •l:u:m gmw botb fmm t11e 

<»ntext of Bd.Ush %'\l1e end wea:e a!ao apons~ed by Br:lt.ish 

aetniD1st.ratore, panic\llarly during tbe 18so•a and 1e6o•a. 

Tile detezmlaat.jon of tile new c;pveJ:mtent to auppm88 

lnfanti.Clde leci to a genaraJ.S.•cl attack and wl'Dle eed.ea 

o£ ~~ custDms, SnclucSlng the Cbwzy ayatem, elebo

a:ate l'ituala, lal'\10 wedd1ng pa&ttes end lavieh mwal'ds 

to ttoae who pedbmed tm marriage e&l9110tdes, Dli.t.lsh 

officials attempted to acbiew mtoana ~ugh pmaow:e 

on tbe u18tocnta u tb3 •netunl 1eactu.,• of aociety
21 

19. ~~ P• 12. 

20. s. saet.rt, DMSDIX PC lnlmD §.miJ, Vol. 1t, 
PP• 395-96. 

21. S.M. lat.1£, Gma '"'., PP• 600-608. 
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Governnental actSons alt:D de11nated ames of social customs 

that J:)ecane 8ppl't)1Jed ta'9!tS ~z: later lefotmeb W}r)s$ 

notf.vatSons atentned fmm cl1nnges within tbemselvee end 

tbelr amrmmitus. Gradually, leaderablp ablfted fr:Qn 

the g,ve:nnent and 1ta adstccmtic clSents to ~te na~tly 
-

edUeatad, first the eengells end eftetweftl the Punjabis. 

lD 1865, or. G.ti. lalt.ner fbundad the Anj\lnen-1-

Punjab, tbe moat aucc:essfu.l of E\udpean-led eflbrts to 

lnfluenee Punjeb1 opinion. Dr. Iettaer bad macbed 

l..abom ~be pmvjoWJ year to take the position of tbe 

Pd.DcSpal ill the newly orgenl•ct Gowmnent Cbllege. He 

arrived as a zec:ogn!md acbolar of Od.entel Lengue.gee end 

Ltteratua, wlth a aeputat.1on tn sngltmd l\lld Ew:t>pe. or. 

tettner tnmedt.ately beg~n m ezpxess bis views on Analgt.

neous. vemacular and classical edUc:cS.On, ~ir intrinsic 

wal'th and the need fort. be lr mvlval. '.tbe Anjqnan~ w.!e.rr 

his 1ea~Jreh1p, uow<l to mibzm ec1ucat1onal po11cy in !our 

di&ectSone • (U tbe eeteblisllnent ot the Ublvenlty of the 

PUnjab, (2} tl1e mvlval of Anbtc and Sat'ISkrit leemi.ng, 

(3) the f.JltJX>d\lc:Uon of Eumpean ac:19nC9s ~ the general 

populat1on tiu:ouob e<lucatjon in tbe vemaeUlar languages 

anCl (4) raising the atan<lards of English educa~n.22 

._.. TPE 



• 25 • 

J.eitnsr•s cat;)algn a:,una Sl'f!1Patb&t.1c suppoJ:t fmm 

Nnjabl anetocr:ats ena aome members of tbe weatem educa

ted comnwatty. 'll¥3 Anjllnan, wlt.b ita meetings, aeaaJ.ng 

.:oom and lecbmta, soon~ a powe&"ful voice in t.'m 

local and pJ:OVS.nclal effat.n, as Dr. I.eltter•e 0111 

influence expamtld. In 1870, the aociet.y began 

publia1'dn9 Akbl:tar-l~Qj\11\M..i-Pimjab, an VI'&! uontbly 

wb1ch a~d an English e&:llt.ion 1n 1ee1. DUdng i:be 

late eSXUee end early sewnttee the Anjwoan and Ieitnal" 

remalnetl at tte cent:e&- o! educational ana cul~w:al 
developments, b\l~ t:owaJ:CS tbe end of 1870'• a gulf 

appeamd between Ieitner, with bls Sneiet.eDCe on •onen
tal• Jeaming end the d.alng Pwljt!lhl elite, wlD &man~Cl 

elq)snsjcn of Bngl!sb eaueat.s.on. In tbe last quaner of 

niaeteenth centw:y, in Punjab, each incU.vi&&al, depending 

upon his aoc1al atatua, peat usochtions, td.nsbip ties, 

eCb.tcational exposua, ~.ellgJ.ous identity, was f'ne to 

panS.ctpate, CDntribute end dJ:'aw fmm cU.veae ideolo9Ses 

of tbe PUnjab easoc1et1ons, both oftb:»Cbx end ma:,xmtst. 

awn bafo~ Bbal Vii: St.rlgb was e Jee~ld cbll<:l, tm 

leading Sikb je~. Tbakur SSAgh Saoahenwalls, Sir 

Babe IQen Slngb BecU, Bikl:an S!Dgb of tbe Kepuftbala 

myal &nny, aligned wl~ uaCUt.SollBl sikh inteUec

~als, Gyanl Cyan Slngb, Avtu- S!Qgh Vihld.e, Bbal 

Bur S !ngb, Bbal A9li8 Singh to ib\llld the S !ngh Sebba, 
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the mat endUring aocSo-mligjous mfbzm ~nt of tm 

s~. 28 Amcu~ t.lv:! lbuncrlei'S of the new or:ganlzetfon uam 

Sba1 Vlr Stngb'a fat!ar, CbaJ:en Singh alld Ma matemal 

gmad•fatbar Gyanl lllzua Singh. Tbey had aseembled 

togotte~ to peauedB lour Sikh students of tbe Amdtaar 

Mlask»n Scmol# mt to eccept Cbliatlanlty. They felt 

tbet thSe tbleatenea =uvemjon was SJmPU,mattc of what 

t-Ies lD etore ibr Sikh zell9f,oru 
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~ atnetell any impending tbmats to Sikh teUg!on 

and pmvide its adbeante wltb a mdel to omulate,tm 

lntellectu.ale aa~led at Amrltear e<bpte4 a pmgmone, 

whlch eougbt to CIJ matore Sikbism t't) ita pdatlm purS.ty, 

(li) edit and publish ldatorlc:al end ml1g1oua !Joolca. 

( iW pmpogate cura:ent k!Dwledge using Pwljabi as tm 

madi\ln eld to •t.u:t magezlaae end nawapapea:a 1ft Punjsbi, 

C iv) nfom fll¥1 briDg back to Sikh falth tbe epoatates; 

(v) lntamat the bigbly plecod Sngl.Jebnen in ·end enaum 

t.belr aatiOCiat.tDn wltb tbl ec!u.catt.onal pzogname of the 

sikl8.as 

Zn fountJSng tJe Amdtear Singh Sebba, tbe tn.dltional 

&nteUectual• W tbate major aima. J-lat the rew organU&

ttoo wou14 eaaum ~ Q)lltt.aaity of tbeir earlier leaaar

ebip and aoc1e1 pd.vllegaa. second, S.t .auld atd.ve to 

enaum the stability of tba cultum which tbey mpxeeented 

as intelJectuala ad el8o detemb til! a,z:m ill whlch tie 

new .,ct.al lDfluences wem tD lle usimilated. For tbie 

plll'po• tbe Amritau' Singh Sabba a:,un&!d GtHnlukbi aews

papen. pm1iaba4 D\I\8D:>US t.acte, set up ecbools anCl 

initiated tbeologbl <U.acuasSoas. 'l'bil:d, tbe S!Dgb 

Sabha wb1ch W88 poieed to be a Sikb OIVEID1zatSon pU 
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eXOQllence, 10ul<1 b!lp lte p.Q)IQC)tere in being e.caepted aa 

tm laacJan of ells~. such a .a:ecoQD!tton In tum 

would eerve as a mady made ct:ecenUel lbr tbe c:Dlonial 

atete. wbicb vu wUling to dolls out patmna~ to au 
acoeptecl leaeten, who wuld help 1n govemtng tba loeel 

socie~y. As ac:ogaised leedaxs, the fbundan of t!'S 

Amritaar Singh Sobba, <»uld parley between tie Siklls end 

th! Raj and for tmir xole of me<llaton cleim advantages 

fi.'Onl b:>th• Sikbs and tbe mw actn1D!Rmt1on. 

Vlr Singh waa to lle the pJ:Ophet, w~ t-Ould meke it 

bis llfe's embS.tion to pmcleSm and Smpleme= tta s~ 

sabhe's pmgl'ame. * end tba Singh Sabha matu~ed 

togatller. Each aue~atn»4 tm ot:mr. Botb togetler 

\«'!18 to leave I'D doubts mganllng what. it wu to be e 

s ikb? And !bw to te a Sikh? Tbeae we~:e b..o queatS.Ons 

wbic:h vmced lnn\l\1enble PUDjeblD, mt. me.mly tmt.e wh::> 

soUght to adbem to tm faith but even tie rtmjab1 

Hlnws and Muslims. 

For Bb81 Vlr Singh the anewezn were ti.:)J:'ked out by 

bS.a femlly 9!1'8alogy• early e<lucst!on, tl1e Cbmlnant 

influences of his o.nma fatl1e.r:a, b1s fatber end espe

ciallY t.be Singh Sebba. Tbe mots of Vlr Singh's famlly26 

--------



• 29 • 

~ !)ack to ea&"ly eivhteent.b centua:y, to cue bw:a t~l.. ,~ 

was a major flguz:e in Punjab dtldng ~ ~lent &elgn of 

Mk t4anu. He is ..:emambemd and .mvem4 s.n tbe Sikh uad1-
ti0n, fbr having _,rked out a a>ncuation be~n the Islamic 

J:\llexs and the Sikhs. Since the time of l<aW:a Mel tie family 

1lve4 at. Multan, on f.ts penonal estate, a place known u 

tM Galb Mabamja 01" tba Maharaja's mJ:'t. Hez:e tbe femUy 

\Orked out its vacc1latin9 fol:bi.Ms, till tbe t.Sme of 1<abn 

Singh, wlD was siXth in li.oe of descent fmm ~<'a\1~'8 Mel end 

wm, at the age of fourteen. nn away fmm t:h! ancest:ml 

estate. It;) was to tetrk out e fmeb elan for the femlly. 

After Anoessant ~dn~, wblch took bSm to ~tsar, 

Hardwe~: end runemus otber plecea of pUgnrnege end lea.ming, 

be ult!mately mtumad tD Amntsar. atm te set up a uam, 

pmc:ticed Ayurva&l, tz:aDsedbed senskdt mr?nusc::dpts e.nd 
I 

wxote ~z:y in Bnh Dbasba. k8bn s 1I1gb lela tim fbun.da-

tJon, on whose bertt.aga, his garabcl eon, Vir Siragh, was to 

sus~SA b1maelf.-n 

vu Singb•s maternal gran4 £atl1er, with wbom ~be cbUd 

epent. nost of his ,ungexo ,eam, was e highly eccletrned 

sd'DleJ:• He essSsted tbe British clvU aenant~ M.A. 

MaculSffe, to write bie eluate six wlwne bistoa:y of t11e 

27. ~· 
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Sikhs. An in.spectnr of acboola, Hazaa:a Singb spent his tSPe 

1n uanalet.1n9 wor:ks fmm umu SntD Punjebl~ wrlUng mmmen

t.a.des on alkh scriptw:ee and edu.cating bSs oa:andaon Bbai 

vlr Singh. 

Vir Singh's fatbar, Cbamn s~ was t.he extm

oz:dS.aar:y inteanecUaJ:y, w1D thmugb b!e own leamlng encl 

vtsSon belpea bls eon tr> imbibe the family t.ndi~ton and 

p~pamd bfln Jbr the ordeals of tbe tutum. 28 Cbamn Singh 

was a po.lY'Pt-~ with CDllln8DIS ove.:- Braj, Pem!ao# PUnjab~ 

U,c(lu end ba<l e 1110rklng krbwledQe of Englisb. Deat~a 

Q)np)Slng poeUy in B.nj Bbesba, 1e b:tmslated Kali<laea's 

sakuDtale into PU.njabi. autmmd a wrk on musleal ragas, 

arr>tler ose on Sikh acdptuma an4 also wmte 41alet*1c 

pieces in Pwtjabl pmae. 

Cbe~:en Singh ~k e keen 11\temst s.n the upbrlftg1ng 

of biG e14aat child, Vir Singh. As a young boy 11e was mad:! 

to leam Pentan and UJ:d\1 fmm e MUslJJD maulvi. Tie services 

of e tredit»nal Sikh acmlar, Haz:bbajen Singh, WrE- utUS.Ed 

to teacb bfm sanskrit aDd Punjebl. A Panda taught bf.m 

coneerclal aea>untaDCJ• By t:M tSme be was eight. ~GJ:S 

old. Vlr Singh bad firdabed medlng tie SSkb 'ft)ly took, 

tle Gum Granth. 
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Soon after Ms ecblcat1on at mme. Vir Singh joirsd 

the Cbl:iatian Mlesion ScJt)ol 1n Amdtaar. Ham was was to 

pass b1s middle aDd matnculat.Son examlna~Sons. In tha 

latter be tDpped in the wb)le of tbe Amr:1taar District, 

a feat which eai1V!d hU\ a Gol<l Medal. on leaving tbe 

scmol, the principal Rev. Donald J. Mckenzie, han$d him 

a tsaUmonlel, which ealda •curing tbe tSme be was wltb 

us, 1e was always one of tm 821GmPl~u:y !'Joys of bis class 

and it. 1s w1tb tb! gaaetest pleas\Ue and confl<Jence that 

I give h1tn tbia cenifle&te of g:,ocl CDndUct. He 1s e 

stt:1cUy tr>nest end uprtght. lea, c:aoes faxn a oood fmn!ly, 

aDCl gives ev163aca of uaeful•ee in this ~rld. I uust 

~bat Q)4's blessings will follow hStn in all be cbes". 29 

on leaving ecb:)ol, Bbal Vlr St.ngh bed ample 

cxecbntf.els - a 9)0d educat.Son, fanUy CDDmct.ioas aDcl a 

sbai'P l.nt.eUect - to stake a cla:lm fbr a job in tbe 

Goveftlnent. He auq>r18e4 eve~na wlen le mfused ~ 

oftea:- o! tm post of a Tebsildar. XDstee6, in 1892, be 

ventua."ecS to aet up a p~lng pmss and e aocla-watsr 

plant in Amdteu. te~ year, te laWlCbed tb3 Kbalsa 

'i'raet soclety wmae aims \1019 aet up 1n tbe epigram 

publlsleCl on each of its tl'actat ttaellgioa ls the D:)bleot 
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of all things; nobler still is the prsaching of Religion11 • 

Tbis ep1grem was to inspim Vir Singh ell ~ lifia. fb 

t-.ras ~tine<! to act. above all es s p~:eaeher of the Sikh 

&eligion. 

HJs fimt. step in thH c11xectSDn wu the writing 

ard editing of tracts under the auep1oes of the Khalsa 

'rt:act society. 1·!r1tten in sjmple pmse and cmaply priced, 

tbaY wem d1str11Nted all over Punjab. T!e 3ubjects dealt: 

&n t.Mse tl!'aCtS mngad fmm a cd.tlqua C')f cunent fesbfons 

to the state of Sikh mllgf.on. Otber issues ~ihlc:h f!ound 

spaoa wem commentaries on s lkh sc.rtptums, biognpb1es 

of s 11cb Gu.rus ~ the r.eed for developing PUnjebl language, 

the impact of Christieoity end ~&!nee of 1ndigtmous 

cultun. All these tretr.eo and many uo:m found e pot.er

fUl voice in the l<!Jil.las.~cw- a Punjabl newspaper 

set up by BbaS. Via: Singh in 1939. 

AftSr the t.raats ancl the mwpeper- Bbef. Vir 

Slngb experf.ment'.ed wltb ell the g9ru:as in whlcb h3 wmtec 

poetry, mve1, exegesis, biography and essays. Matumd 

by tbase expel1mento, in 1905, be wrote tm first PUnjabi 

epic, 1M' suA~ a t«>rk of over twelve tmusand 

lines in blenk verse. 

This was !blloweci by a play. M11 JSlkM&..Singb 

in 1910, tb3 first o i 1ts kind in PUnjabie A tecac'k! 
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later cene a series of ~tical lf'Orks : :rmi 7\YPls,e (tew 

Dmps) • !@ban 4a lfAr (~7J.'aetbs of tte1 treves) • .!l,i~inn &it 

.BH (Wmatlltl of tl'le L1ghtan!ng), and Mm;ak fi\lAtU:'fh en 

anttx.logy of poems exelus1wly on tte seanes end sites of 

t.be valley of Kasbnir. In 1933 was pUbliahld ~ 15@J&! J. 

(t-lrist Atremble), a mllect!on of songs 1n mnour. of the 

Sikh Gt.u:us. 

s imultamously, along wlth h!s poet.t:y • Bhal Vir 

Singh b.181ed htmself in Q)tnmen~ing, editing and writing 

amut SSkb sod.ptums, hiatoz:y eD4 pbilosopby. Eacb work 

took tWn years to amplete1 wmn finismd it. stcod 

uqlaraUoled mr t1e msea=h which \>lent Into it, ana 

till ~day eaeb one ranks ea the IR:)St auth>rttet1w, in 

tM f!e14 of St.lth tl'lSOlogy. 

'tm fizet of tteae "SOiks was publielad in 1906 

~r tbe t.i.tle bR1 g~ St&AJ; being a debiled 

exegesis of select.ion fmm S1kh scriptures. fl'his was 

.fOllowed 1n 1912 by en edited vez:s1oa of §ildl~D 0& 
shagat Mnla. e PWljebl W)rk by Sbai Mnni Singh, one of 

tlVl major disclplea of Guru Goblnd Stn;b. In the asme 

ae~ Blvd. vs.r S1ngb pul)lisle4 edited vanions of 

aettsn Singh Sbangl.\ •s b.IPllln l?aJlt.h Pgls§lb and Sbat 

sem:Dkh siogh•e Qpr pgtop §sara' G.rAldcb- The lat•ter 
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tOl'k, comprising fouctaen vol\lles took n1le years to c:onplete 

end is today uaed ee tbe besic manual to expound on tba Sikh 

Mstot:Y end &ellgJon. Tmee works wem c:nnpljmented by tt1e 

bJognpb~s of tba tw:> Sikh Gurus, rtanak end Gobind &1ogb, 

publjahad ill poetical &>m under tbe ~lt.lea of id 9HW 

taQDk SiJWnAtikV erX1 DEl lllsllllS!U ~· Vir Singh's 

i:)U mvels •ze pUbliabad be~n 1898 end 1921. Tm 

fiat o11e I.YD4od was publisbBd in 1898, this was 

tb1lot1Etc1 by Bi1ay filagb in 1899 and tbe mxt Jear be 

wmte §...,_ XIV• His lest rt>wl Bpba Rtudh §Wb was 

ser1a11md fmm 1917 tD 1921 aDd c:eme out in e eed.es of 

64 tncts (SGe Appendix :r) • 

-rmee "DJ:ks dlel't e~ust Bbal Vir Singh •a 

genl\18• His scbolerly genius was matcbed by his org?ni

zat.lonal. aklll. om of tm loundSng fatben of ~ 

chief Kbalee Dlwan, be was tba inspil:at.1on behir¥1 tbe 

cent&'al l<balsa Ozphanag3 at Amrltsar (1904), tbe Sooma 

smgh Asbmn (19ti5), a mme ti:)r tbe blind, am~ e free 

lbm!>eopatbic )l:)spS.tel, aet. ~ on t:be pa:eml.eee of ~ 

Chief Khaleo Dlwan in 1943. Also le was lnstNnentel 

ln setting up tm Sikh E<llcat~nel Comnlttee and tb:l 

Punjab and s 1n<1h sank. ao 



Bbai Vf.l:' Singh pUblished his fint and I'Q(')St well 

kmwn mvel, ~YIU1UJ. in 1898, this was fbllowed by .11tv 

&SGP)) in 1899 and in 1900 bis own pau!ls pUblieh!!d §!lWA!lt
.us&i• Batween th:! age of twenty-five end twenty-elgbt ta 

wrote tbme mwla, wblcb wem fiht of tbeir ge~ in 

Punjab!. xn the pmfeee to .USA¥ §ADah be wmte a ~tAt 

p&esent tb3m is m t.ime ibr a dat.ailecS hieto~:lcal 

maearcb, tM qmmupj.y•s mea il mat R&IIPW anci 

-· •••• • 1 
(Qnpbasls adCied) • Why was tie commun1t.y• s 

seed m:tat pmesSng and urgent? Wby was Bha1 Vir Singb 

in e uemencbus bu.rJ:y to wrtte tbeee mvels? t-lby does 

M wdt:ea -tbe COCIIll\Uiity is faced with a W1Y difficult 

situation. ••• • 2 Wbat was tMa 'difficult eltuatJon'? If 

we a,uld uncleastanel tbia •c:Ufficult situation •, it may 

elCPlalD wby wltb 8ft anezing alacr:lty 1e publiebed t.bJ:ee 

~»vela in tbme lleen. 

These thme ~em o£ tbe lest century ~re e 

climax o£ an ureesy Sikh quest a,l:' a Ji!lt.ai'JGbeDYDSJ a 

1. Sbal Sebib J:bctxtr Vir Singh Jl, Illig 5imb• 
(AIM'S.tsar, 1970), P• s. 

a. D>ltl•• P• ..l'!m 
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a pmcees which bad inst.itutlonally begun wlth tie founda

tion of tl'e Amrltsar Singh Sebbe in 1873. Tm <bctr.lme 

of Sik'hSsm, as expounded by tbe Sikh Gurus, bed long been 

fO~tt:en and bad beaone a deacl t:nd1t1on. All tbat the 

s 1kh Gw."US bacl pmaebed againlt caste system, dtacrisni

nation agataet women, &e11gious aupel'8tlt.1on, tdeel 

wonhip- had bemme a pazt end paa.1 of Sikh o~cbxy.a 

Tle Sikbs wem u.nsble tl) inte&pmt tleir own ecd.ptums, 

beliefs en4 cuatorna. Fan a position of <t:>mtneDCe, 

elbelt tmoxettcal due to tbe eowmf.qn being e s~ 

un~r Bd.tSab mle they ibed tlenaelwa at. pan\y with 

otren. In 1891 e ~~.:six pel." cent of tie Pwljab1 popu

lation tbe.y wem a mlmnty, O!>q)amcl to fifty-two per 

cent MwtlS.U eJ'ld tbiny eight per cant H1nc1Ua. 

The ~wly fozraed AmJ:itaar: Singh Sabbe wss of a:»t 

mucb help. St:u'ted by trac.iS.t..tonal lnteUectuels tie 

angllclm4 enong tte Sikbe ln1t.la11y wela:>med the l~a 

of tm Sl.ngb Sebb& and sew in it. t.be possible fulfil

ment of tbelr own dmans. Xn lees than a cboade tley 

zeallaecl that. left. to the t:.mCU.t1onal Sntellectuels, 

tm Singh Sabha bad becone an oz:gan to fuz:tber tbeir own 

tntemsts. Xts leadeJ:S mce mugbs~d over all tbe 
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aspiratjons of tl'e emb~lc: middle c:laas. 4 'ne leaceb 

of the Amr.ttse.r: Singh Sabba wm e»nscfous of tbe privUoged 

positjon tmy enjo~d ill tie Pu.njebi society end they 

eal:'llBatly eougbt to c:onfi.l:m S.t. Babla Sir KtEm Singh BedJ. 

wanted to be mgataed as t11e epldtual euttorlty of tm 

Sikbs end !e used to al~ on a special G!IP!l' (c:ushjon) 1n 

tm preaeaae o£ the 6di-G.natb, \fllch a few tbGught. was 

sacdlege end was rDt sanc=tone4 in tbe egeli~den pel'e

di~ of Slkhiem. 5 The leaders of tle Amrltear Singh SabM 

we~:e unwilling to oblttante c:este tmquelitma. Zt:s 

td:!ologies Q)Qdemned otter Singh Sebbaa ~r encouraging 

low caste Slkbe, Mamb1e, end gl.v1ng them acc=eu to the 

temples. 6 In the s\almer of 1900, OOloml Jewala s Sngh, 

tbe GoveZIIOSnt appointed Manager of ~ Golden Ten;>le end 

e P.ms1ttent of tbe ~1t.au Singh Sebba, oal'txecl t.be ermst 

of balf a cbzen Rehtia Stkbs, wren tbey visited tbe Sikh 

obr~· Tb:'>ee wbo acc:Gl\)anled tmm weJ:e el:>Uaecl ana 

EM14h0t An l,a?2 (Lfll'Dm, 1899 • 

s. lbia••PP• 5-6. 

6. Jawale Singh, £at.lltl' .PAHt: (Amritaar, 1897) , 
PP• 1-6. 



~ 39 • 

finally teeten up. For £\lt.ul:e en ortbr: was issued the~ 

anlQm, ~..known to be fr:JeruUy disposed towal'ds the Raht.ieo 

shOuld rot be ellowed to enter the precincts of~ Rad!!f 

saJJSb•.1 

Id!ologically tbe Amritaar SSngb Sebha accepted 

tbe existing soclel &erre-1rnr:k of tte PWljabl society. 

Its leede.mblp spurnecl tbe Tat-l<halaa •s eggmssS.ve efibrts 

to spell out cliatlnct. rS.tes end rituals for tbe S:lkbs. Ttey 

cofttlnuecl to adb!m to the Bnllnanlcal rites fol' tbe 

eea:emcmles of blft.b, man:lage. death and other auspicious 

days. colo~l Jawala Stngb on mcelvlog a title fmn tM 

~vemnent organized a JllBD in Amnuar. A newspaper 

mpcn:t:ed oo t.be festivit.»a • •zn tha open space 1.n f&'Ont. 

of tile Takbat Ak.al Dung'!, a puty of HS.ndus. long-bailed 

HindUs ana e few Slkbs was •ated. In t.ba ml&Ue them 

was a Kund and a sleek skl.nted sre.l'min per:foll'Oecl liaCD*. 8 

Tle Anu:itaar Singh Sebba•a l6eology was closely ellgned 

to mus-cultum. Xts leadem as tmditfonal !ntellaC

tua1s zeaclUy app~ciated tbe elements of such a culture. 

Just like t:he majority of otter Slkbs -they s~~nad 

!dol-wrsbip9 , belSewd in tbe efficacy of cbezms, 

7• 'IM JSballi• Jum 71, 1900, p.a. 

a. b JSbpliD, JW19 20, 19oo. p.s. 
g. Ji'or tbe Amrltsar Slngb Sebba's eppmvel of idol~mhf.p 

see Avtal:' Slogb v~. QYJSlllabii!l §llMtmt· (Amrttcar, 
1916), pp.l2-13. 
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arnultes, divile in.cantatjons end ec:ceptad tm mea to \\Or

shjp saints, espeC?laUY the dlscendants of SSkh Gut.'US.lo 

For t1'e Amritsar Singh Sel>J\8 tbez;e was m CX)ntJ:'acU.ctfon 

between the Slkb cbctnDee of monot!Bism and tte cuae11t 

polytbeiem. ~mpez:vtans t.o the newly jmper:ted iceologtes, 

all those wbo pmfessed to be iconoclasts ~sxe suspect. 

After t.wanty-eewn ~en of tbe Singh Sabba •s 

activlt~s a Slkb rewspeper commenteda -.seve n:.t our 

people (aikbe) ml.ep•d into fibleto~Y? A~ mt t~y 

seen \'OhbSpping bideous fmagas of Hindu Qr)d8? Still 

mom tDrrS!)le S.s tbe fact. that tbey are ellcJwed in~ 

pmc:incta of tbe temple, which eve"f Sikh bolda dear to 

1\Jm. Ace tDt. ow:- people .een wonbtpping satia, seetln, 

ebaszon, SekbS Sei'V8t, and c. A1te mt our people sunk 
ga.-osslY in Manuas end Jentns and similar beliefs? Am 

D)t many of us we>&'ISbjpping ~ sun end ~n, tie earth 

and the eky, the au, wateE" and £1m? Am we mt. U')X'

sbippSng tba Dhanntraj end Pi~ and making offedngs 

to tlen? And p1~le large pon!on t)f our people 
"---" 

am loosing all ideas of Sl\clepeDdant mdivlduellty, look 

upon tlleir aaczed bootes aa a Q)Jm1Sntezy or trenslatk>n 

10. Tb1s is exp1lc1t1y stated by Avtu' Singb in bX) of 
his major: worka, !!9 lifi T~ (Labom, 
l99f), PP• 20-2Sr en ~W (Amritsar. 
1698) • PP• 2S2-S7 • 
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of the books that teacb element worsh1p, idolatc%Y, ~tantras 

and Jantras and anultes and ~cenci other pmcttoas and 

beliefs of sevages ••••••• • 11 

Tle weak &efomian 8111)119 the Slkbs was acccmpanf.ed 

by the zu:ya Sanajiet.•e contention tba~ Sikhs weze t-l1rtclus 

el¥1 tmy aought. tD establish tbeir cleiln by nconverting 

Sikbe t.h.mugb i)lUt!fti campaigne. 'rbe HindUs end th9 Sikbs 

in tbe Punjab bad a bamonioua mladonaht.p before tte 

Al:Ya Sanoj, due to the socio~conomtc conditions ge~rated 

by tl1e coloni&l rule in tM PW1jab, began its agg1ess1ve 

camer. '.l'bough N.G. BUI'ier, wuld like to make a case 

for canmunel tension ln tbe Punjab mucb befom t.be advent 

of tbe Bd.t.S.ab a:u~e12• tbem f.a ample ev~nce whleh 

Gb)wa t'hat tbe mlatjons between the baG communities wem 

of a c»J:dial natum. They W c::Dnl'aOn m1ig1ous fiestS.vala, 

Bxebnin priests pmsldBd over tbe life-cycle ce~njes 

in ~ Sikh families, both fmquentecl tbe mllgious 

sbrlMs of eecb other and W cxnmon supeatittoas end 

and $ties. lnter-dirmt.Dg ana lntemarrlage was pmct.tced 

11. ~ J0'i§a, FebJ:Uary, 21, 1900, P• 7. 

12. N.G. Beaier, •Punjab Pollt.ice end D~I!J 
of 1907", Ph.D. tbesls, Unt.veroS.t.y of Duke, 1966, 
P• 11 also eee, -rhe PunJab Goverment and 
Communal Polltice", Jo)lR'lAJ. g( Allin. saoagg, 
Vol. XKVJU# 1968# .,. s. PP• 528-89. 
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without any qo.~astior.d.ng. P.akash 'r~n, e Punjab! litndu 

WJ:ltes in his autobiogmphyc "We and tm s lkbs baa amr.o 

castes aril c:u.GtomG, er..d t!ley wexe always uembe:a of our 

bmtberhood- &?iaslldl• lD the villages we lived 

to.;pther en4 celebnted tbe seme fee~1ve1a • • • After all. 

we ar.JS the s ikbs sten~ted f=m tbe sarre stock~ most Hln&as 

bad Sikh elations and lnte~z:ortage was ccrmon. ln 

our own femU.y my elcbr: bmther married a qirl wbo was 

e Slkb on ber ff:tbu:•s slde. but a Hindu on ter 

nvtMr'ar.la 

In ouly 1870's the Sikhs jo~d the Hindus in 

welcoming swami Deyanand•s visit to Labom because of tls 

swams.•c empbasio on unity of Godl &:emoval of ceate cUs

tln=ton and Sconoclasn.14 'rhe site cmeen for swmnt•s 

flht lec:t.u~ was a Slkh temple. Gw:udweu:a Dere Sahib. 

Bhai Jawah1r SS.ngb, Giani DS.t Singh and Bbsl Maya 

Sln9h we.-e emor¥.J the enthuslast1.c euppcrters of Arys 

semaj. Bhai Jawah1r Singh was elected the first vs.cs

Pmsi&nt. of the semej 1n Pt.mjsb. 

13. Prakash Tan~n. J2taDJ.i}bi gu•taaa (14ndon, 1961> , 
PP• 10-ll. 

14. Bbagat Ietcsbnsn S:t.ngb. laii~SOgJDilh\', Ganda 
s tn;h ed~ (Ct\lclltte, 1966 • P• sa. 
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Ae Swanl Dayanend tow:ed the Punjab and his writings 

became available to the people, a tl'eologicel e.ntac;ontsm 

took shape !)etween taSs !bllowei'S and the S:lkbs.ll Jn hSa 

bOOk, tb! IAt.XICh f.1119uJb, tm Swami bed laid emphasis 

OD b aupmmecy of tte Vedae and had cdticiaed tbe 

tounde.ra of Sikhism, CbriatJ.enlty end Islam. 16 It! collad 

GUft ttlDNk a RIIDl'l' (Hypocrite) ana also under-rated tJe 

otber Sikb Gw:us as men of little leamlng. D~yanend 

passed sane contempt.o\18 nmarks against the Sikb t!eolo~ON\5 

_.,. fo&- tm.ir mt posseeaing t'he kmwledge of sanskrit. 17 

such vltmllc ~ on Sikh Gw:us f.nf\lnted tbe Sikha, 

,.,m joflled the MUelSme and Christiana in CJemanM.ng tl1e 

!:>annlng of tbe il1iYMSih Palkgb. Ewn though tbe book 

was benmd, t11e tmuble dld not ccmo to en end. Xt was 

t!1e beginni".J of en extnmely bS.~r tbeological debate, 

which npt<Uy took a mw cUmctSon. 

Sta~in; in 1895 Ar:ye Semejlst mwspapeza end 

publiciats queat.Somel tbe originality of SSkhlsrn ana argued 

t.bet tba Sikh doctrirwao wem boiTOWBd f~ tbl Vedas as 

1s. Gan&l SlnQh, •T!w! Orlglna of Hlndu...Slkb terudon in tie 
PunJab•, ff-:l of 1D4'M U'CAa. Vol. xxnv, April 
1961, PP• 2 •23 • 

16. swami Dayenancl, ~~ P~, ourga Pnsad'e 
English t.nnslatj0n;£illii0£904) , PP• 492)r 539. 

17 • .JiiWj., pp.162-63. 
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also Sikh d.tes and cemmonjee. Iacenaed tbe Sikh jou.me

lista end panphleteen aough~ to mpucU.ate eueh claims.1e 

~bl.a dabate was to g:, on Wl 1920, ~D tbe 8tJ:OD9 curmnts 

of natione11sm suspended many of the ea~rlSer debatee. Due 

to tbe colonial natw:e of the P\mjab eQ)ncmy, tbem oc:cuned 

a CilejunaUon between agrlcultum and the oorrmezclal-
19 

indWst.c'.tal eector. Tle Hindu oocmea:i81 c:eatae - l<Jlatn.e, 

and Batdyae - fo\UIIS tbair advanaament, in whiclever dimctton 

t~ey went, conatninad and blocked.Uhder the PunJab lend 

A1f.enation Act ( 1900), tbey waze prevented fmn inve~f.ng 

thl!ir aw:plus cep1tal in lend. Investing in lnduet&y was 

mt pa,fttele and neither d14 ~ 9)W%1'10Snt eeek to 

pa')lD!Ote lndwst.rlal wntw:ee. U'rle5er LjeutSnant-Govermr, 

Janes Ly.ell (1887-92>, tile 1u.tn~nt.Jon consciously r-nd 

e~ively puasued. e policy of dt.scdmlnatlon agPlnst H1n<:Ua 

1n gc,wrrment employment. Tbe solutJon for socto-economlc 

£n.stnttons wes sought in~ lOlology of swerni Deyanand 

an4 ~ o~enization of t11e Arya SeJDF~ j. Tbe semaj in 

18. For an extensive nvSaw of this debate eee Kenmti'l 
w. JolWfh -usn Hln&l Nablna Ar:ye..Sf.kb mletjons, 
188?-lSOS•, ~llf"1 a& ,Z.IHD §&wlfll, Vol. )Q(XU, 
a,. s, May, 9 a, PP• 457-475. 

19. Amlya &qc:ht. •Qe£lec::t1ons on pat.t:.eJ:rB of Regional 
gmwtb 1D %ncUa Atrtng t11e ~rjod of BrltS.eh z:u1e•. 
mjJneogaspbed (Calcutta. 19?6). 
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oraer to pmtec~ the iatezeats of 1ts adhemnte 1ncD:!esingly 

f10)ptad an sggn•sive poetum. which wu to have unfortunate 

coneoquencae in t11e t.wenttetb centu.&y. The Aany Sanaj 

m.Ultaocy, in mletion to otber: comtt\W'llt~s, macmd new 

!elgbta# with tbe Shuddh1 canpaign. which aimed at 

c:omreJ:af,on to H.f.n&aisn of Musltms. Sikhe end Chrl.attens. 

wbo ba4 cmce belen HlnCiua anll bac1 been converted to other 
~(cl.. 

zel.tg:lons. 20 %D spite of SIJch doctdnea end mjectton 

of caste bSeruchy, lta edbemnts teze 88 cute consc!oua 

as eny otber Punjabl. fJ.'be .r.eat.mctw:ing of Pwljebt 

society al1d cmatjon of a aew oppol'tuntt.y etruetu.ce 

&u:Sng the Britiah nj meet:! tm lo\er cestes asptm fbr 

a hlgber aoclel statue. 21 Tbe Rabties, tiho wem 

tndltionally coneidea:ecl outcastea by. the Stkha, asked 

for At:ye semajlst help in pw:ifying t:llem. For th3 

militant A~ Semajieta this waa a god-aent oppoz:t.un1ty 

and tl'ey Wn&4lately aet out to pedozm a purS.fyiDg 
22 

caJ:9mOJJY 1n Laho&e. OD the fateful day, •wb3n tie 

20. J.T.F. Jo~ae, •aeconvextdon to Hladuism, tile 
Sb.&Cidhi of tb3 Az:ya Semaj• in J.A. O&Us, 
B§»y!qn ty SQUS;b A•ll ( R!w Delhi, 1917) , 
PP• 46:16 • 

21. For a sociological sw:vey aee ~ I<. Mamnco, 
t}¥} tansfosnottQn ofi §ihb §oeWS¥( R!w Delhi, 1976) 

22. For a datalled account by a oontanpoZ'U'Y see 
Bbaga~ Lakallnan S!ngb, lmt ~~ pp.l61-63. 
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tJme of Snltiat.ton of t:11e Rabtla Sikhs care, tmy we~ 

seated on a pulpit ana ~leo beacls wem sblwen by bslf 

a domn badsre btfoz:e bundnds of tbe multi~ude thet 

bac! assembled to witneas tm perfomance. A epdnkllng 

o£ SSkbs was fl\lsc pmeent. but inault. cbm to tm1r 

feelinga in such a pUblic faeb!on dlbve them mad end 

ttey wltbdmw f&tMn tbe scene•. 28 'rbia incld!:l~ woundad 

tM Sikh auceptibUitSes end led tbem t-.o mteliate end 

condemn tbe Ar:ye semajists. Bbaget tekabne.n Slngb# a 

populal' J.eadeJ:" of tM Sikbs in Le1ru:e, aBclued in a 

beevUy et.teDcJed pUblic msetlng • •x£ men of light and 

lead in the ncka of tbe AJ:ya Ssnaj cUd rot mend t!elr 

tora~. they must ))e pmpe.md a.r tlJe mtaliat.toraa.:y 

dU\Ul88 fan 8 CDlltl\lnity which knew mw to pUDSah• • 24 

swn befom tl1e Sikbs could bave esplte faxn om 

exespexoat.Sng =ntmwny# ~Y wem engulfed Sn 8J'Dtber, 

tle Dyal Singh Majlthle Wl11 cue. Dyel Singh was an 

extnmely wealthy uSetocza~ wlth Bnbno Samejtat lean

ings. 25 on 1'd8 aaatb te bequeathed bSs pmperty to tm 

23. 11J! JSl)alse, July 6# 1900, PP• 1-4• 

24. Dbaget. Leksl'lnan Singh, SiR• Sb•• P• 162. 

25. Fozo biogr:epbical dat.ells, eee Sbobbefte Ramkumar, 
Dyel Singh Majlthla (1849-1998) •, uapubllsbed 
M.A. diseer:tat.Son, Punjebi Univea~lty, Fat1ela, 

1974. 
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Dyal Singh TJ:WJt, whicb was dominated by Bl'8llno Semsjlsts. 26 

His wile encl e Q)WI!n appealed e.g~inat tbe Will, on tm 

plea the~ Dyel S!Dgb was e Sikh end ~ 'Hindu law' U11<br 

whiah b! bad t.natltutec!l a Vu.st canrDt apply to !Wn. '1'be 

Labom Hlgb eouxt.•e Wl"dlt. tbet, "the Slkbe ate, at all 

ewnte, at the pmaent. ttme, mga&'ded only es a ae~\::of 

HSnc.lue", 2f was a public l'unlllat.t.on for the S:lkhs. Sikh 
~\.\:\.eM 

leaden with ell tteir emdl~ten challenged tbe Hlgh 

oouzts wl:dict. Kahn Singh Nabha empbatlcally caclama 

&n a panpblet.• UIID H&IM'n ~-· 28 
(we em nc»t. HindUs) • 

The Azya Sanejista wem u.nw111Sng to 9ftnt. tbia status 

w t1e Slkbe end t.hay nSeed tbD cboma a sttsJw Jflg 

Rain. 29 (S 1kb8 am IU.nclUa) • 

ae ~mdUcUcn of local fJ)venrnent :ln 1SB1 fUI:tber 

czeated en emna for cxxmnuna.1 competition. Punjebla 

26• Bbagat Lake!lnen Slngb, tfSlngh Sebbe 1Asb1r Rll KUeh 
Men Sembanclh", f.ap1 RIIXI• Vol. XD, R>. 6 (June. 
1941), PP• 42•52. 

21. fbo JSbplgo, J\lrll 6, 1900. 

28. l<e1\ll Sin;b. BE Hindu l!lbiD, (ArU'ltaal:', 1899) • The 
coae t'ot: Sikh eepueteaeas was fuJ:'tbar argwt<l at 
tbl8 tSme by Joah S!Dgb, ~ .,, (Lah)m.1900) 
and H!lunng Singh, Gllib H ~ Lab)xe, 190Sl • 

29e See Lale Tbak\U' Das, UU~Hosb1upur, 
1899) anCi Bawa Nanlli s I - __ __111'&, aa.n 
(Amdtlar, 1999) • 
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foUght for tbe contml of ~Bw etzuctuwa aa IU.ndua. Slkbs, 

and Mu.elw, J.nsteed of oqantztng tbemselves on cute or 

claaa bests. The religious consciousoase of the people 

was Q)nsolf.aated by the colonial a~1niatntlon, which 

~r pw:poaee of emploJZOOnt, edUcation~ zepreaentation, 

aociel beneflta, «ma in o&'der tD atoll tbe p~t»c:ees of a 

natlon-1n-tm-matd.ng daalt with the local population on 

:basis of mligktn or caste. 1ft 1Se26 tbe IU.ndws of 

Le!DJ:e, epuned by tbe mntempc,ru:y *»Cial ci=anatancea, 

foun()Jc! the la}I)J:e Hind\l Sabbe. J.ecl ~ Raje Halbens 

sSngb, the sel:lba sought to pmtect Hild.1 mtemsts by 

•1. Adr>ptSon of rneuuma calculated to pmmote end 

eQbenca bmtb!a-ly feelinga lltr)ng ~ different aectione 

of tba H£Ddu CDltlnWlit.y end to effe~ tte nmovel of 

ttoee obetaoles which etaftd 1ft tbe way of tbek untonr 

xx. AdWaacy of political rights end pdvUeges of tle 

Hindu ~ty at. lazoge by conet.i~utit)nel meansr nx. 
Tie establisllnent of eQb:)ols for: education of H1nau 

cbUdeen end aa"angement. of Hindi, the wmacular of 

~ coUJlU:Y•. ao 

Tm ei:unteCl end fngnentary c1evelopment of capita Usn 

bacl CI'USbecl in t'b! ernb~ tbl emergence of for:cas ol 

pm&t<!t!ton. which could gerer:ate ~ eondit.Som jbr tlD 
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bt:Gak<bwn of the narmw pemihiel ltriks end mg!onal or 

eomm\Ullt.y CC)DSciousnees. "XntD this 1maum1y industra

lf.smt tbe pm-ind\1atnel inatitut.ions oo\11<1 settle 

c.olat.lvely eest.1ytt. 31 The extmme Une.veaeas of developnent 

anon; dlffemDt. mmmunltt.es termd to cmate ante.~nSsm 

enDng them. AnDng the HS.ndus, t}r)ae wm bad been able to 

aecum fbr ttenaelvea a auong po•l~iora of Cbminance in 

education# pmfeas1ons. comneJ:'d.al entezprtae aD4 indUstzy, 

~£e was wadentandably m w11l.lngnees m aacdflce ~ir 

1ntela8te tor t.be upliftnent of t.be Sikhs oJ: MUslSsna or 

awn tile Hl.ndus wlr, had mt mada lt. to t1e top. By t'M 

mid·leeo•a, tbe Hind" a>Imi8rd.el end prtest.ly castes 

stood supmne ln occvpattona 6Mnand.Silg ecl\lcat.ton. parti

cularly Bngllah educatjt)n. Tbey occupied over: eo per 

cent of tie •supedo&' eppot.nt.menta• 1n g,vemnent se:;v.tee 

ana &bmlaat:ad as wen tbe pmfieastons of weatem rredlclne, 

engl..,ring end lew. xn 1ass, out of 48 flbt-clUs 

pleadan, H.tndws accoWlted a,X' ~. MUsltms 4, end 

mengalia ?r within tbe 160 aecorld4eas plea~m. 129 

we~ Hindus. 20 MUslSms end 4 Bengalis. 
82 

Anon; the 

61 Assistant S\l~DS eqtlo,e4 by tbe Bxoltiah tber.'e ~m 

52 Hindus and • Musllma. as 

s1. satiah SeteJ:Wal, •%ncl1en V.d)anf.sn, A socto.SSstod.eal 
Penpecuve•, S»rdtrtbt&t'PDI tp IDMID IQslQ~sw. 
Vol. II• N)• I• 19?1. 

3 2. N.G. BaJ:njer. •Punjab Politics and 1:be n!atul:bences 
of 1907-rPP• 17-lB. 
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Tlw SSkbs as egr1c\1ltuarlats, with tmlr: p)puletion 

oono;,ntl:ated in Nral emu. fbund it. clifflcul~ to ec:quim 

tle so-called westem edu~~ton~ which dateJ:mJ.Ded the pstt

e=s of emplo}'ment as well u tm dave.Jopnent. of en urban 

pmfees~tml clua. Tbe Cbnsus Report: of 1881 ibclamda 

"Tbe Slkm ue tbe .-,at uneducated claas in t.be Punjab•. 

Tbe acquSeition of higber echlcatSon in Englishf nqulmd 

a lenPbY auy irl a town, for whlch tbe Sikhs wem U.l• 

eqtdpped. Pd.ncipel Nil:'injen SSngb writes ln bSs autD

btognpby t•xt was nz:e that a Sikh pessea en rJJ.A. 

sxemJ.Dattoa•. 84 Bbal JeweM...r Singh es Sec:J:etaxy of the 

Rhalse College dep~Son. \<tbJ.eh awaited upon the 

t>te.bal'aje of Patiala fbJ: finoDc1el eest.etence. a:emukeaa 

•zn paece timea, t'he Sikhs mostly am lend cultlvatom 

end utlsens - poor men for tbe ~at put - end tM light 

of weatem education and c1vUlzat1on baa not macbed 

tldn 1n ~k mmote and 19ft)J:ent villages. It 1s otd.ng 

mwevezo to no want o£ eU:tJ:OY on the part of tbe Sikhs, 

that tmy baVe £eUed to take edvontage of these institu

tions, as may be seen !mm tmlr madlmss to join Board 

end t.nc:Ugloaoua s~ls seu their mnes: but p&ftly 

~Jaeauae of tlelr tl:adit1onal sun.ound!Dgs (mainly 
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agd<:Qltw:al) end pe&tly because of powz:ty, Sikh boys 

bave found bitberto li~le oppoJ:t.Unit.y lor joining tm 

lazgar scmo1s end colleges. lb: aauM; M. t.bA!c t)Jea 

.l§. !P •llo:-tQ=Sb m'&lle SWR..BP.S ~ §ita• • ss 
(Italics my own) • By tbe time tie ss.khs ataJ:ted 

competl.l'lg with otter gmups t:D eequtm ed\lcation, t!1e 

con&taints of ~ mlontel economy ebacJaeci their 

~spt1on into Plb!eas fom or bumeucraey. 

~ tbUd dimerudon~ to wbtch Bbal Vll" Slngb 

ze~n es tbo •difficult oltuat.ton• faced bY tbe CDtrrnU• 

nit¥ was tm aSmultamous spmad of tile Gospel ana ~ 

Raj. S6 Cbristientt.y bad been well integntecl with the 

Br1t1eh expenaioniem, with tbe result tbat tbe Chr!st.S.en 

miss:loned.es spmecl into the Punjab in tbe wake of tba 

ant.ieb mJlq\lest. In th1e tbey maelved fUll encourage

ment fmm t11e cpveaxnent. tb antegenf.sm of purpose t-ms 

seen to eatat. between tb! spiritual g,ale of the mSss Sonaty 

ana the social. g:,als of tte g:,venrnert.. In fact. tb1e 

unity of pw:poate was to be taken as one of tl1e dl.stSngu1-

sbln9 chamct.ertetlca of the fll'Bt half century of Brttlab 

lt'U1e in the PuQJeb1 quite dS.ffemnt flbm tbe euly bSstor:y 

of Bengal. Madcaa and Bombay. 



• 51 • 

In tl'e Punjab, British l'tlle followed on tbe ,_ls of 

militaiY CDnqueet ana wu acmulstemd by eelf-Q)nf~nt 

soon of a vlCJ)mus faith, deteanwct ~ make tbe cazeer of 

tba empile oonfoz.tn to tbe a~ of Chrutian civUlze

tSon. Advaocea in new teuitor1ea wom GUQ)U.Rged by, often 

pa&tly financed by, enC1 always p~tected by govemnen~ 

offlclela. The miso!on eclrJol wu the t.nstmnent into 

wbich prlvate and publlc ms:drces •m put m or:der tY) 

achSeve evangellcel g,als. The met effective opt.~n 

evaileb1e to tbe eut~rltiea was tM tnnsfer of gr,vem

ment ecbools to musiona~ co=ml. over e period of 

::sa JQan tbe govei'II'Oent took such action with mapect i"D 

atleast 15 educat1onal Snatl~f.ons1 some of tbem high 

ecmolll at Smpol:tent dlatrtct beedqueften. 
3

" 

An Ul;lmca~nted public damonstmtion of g:,vemnent 

c:ooperat:lon 1n pmmotlng Cbriat!anlty was tbe Punjab 

MSaet.onaJ:Y O>nfemnce at. Lebc)m SD 1862. Mcl.eo4, ~ 

Pmeldent of t.be Cb~emnoe, wlD in a altol't~Sme was tD 

be tbB L1eut.ll'Jent..Qovez:t't)r of Punjeb, declueda •xe i:be 

Bible lle tile _,I'd of God end the books mwred by tm 

Hloau aJ¥i tbe Jibblmnedan mnta:ln we&e feblea, t11ea lt 

must bave been lnten~d that the Cbrs.at.len m1e prep~ 

tba wey tbr ~ epmecl of the Goapel•. 88 

37. S • t.t»c!. Qlh Gh•, P• 137 • 

ae. ~·· P• 139. 
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lbw St.lCCeUf\llNthe Cbdat'ttan J:'Ule pmpamd tm way 

£o• tJ8 apmad of tbe Gospel is evS.dent in t.be ftpid spmed 

of Cbdatlan M18eton stations 1ft tm Punjab. Tbe Pt:esby

te.rlans were tbe fhat. in Punjeb# with &Utions at l.udld.ane, 

19341 Sabnq,ur, 1935; Sa!>athu• lSS61 JullundU&", 18461 

Lal'Dl'e, 18481 .Aml)ale City, 18481 Ambt!Jle cantomen~, 18501 

Re.wel.plndl, 18561 KapUI'tbala, 18601 lbahlalpur, lS6?1 

J?emzepu, 10691 aupu, 18901 l<banna, 18941 PbS11a\U', 1997r 

I<eawr, 1900. The Clu"ietian Miasiona~:y SocSety of England 

opemd w:u:k at s im1a end Ketgam in 18401 Amrltaar, 1eso, 
Pesbawa~t, 18531 liengla# 18541 Baale,. 18181 Tanntaam, 

leas. Tl1e UDitad Pmabytedane mmmenced tl1elr work at 

s lalkot in less, Rawalplndl, 18561 Gujamwala, 196Bt 

Gun!aspur, 19'721 JMlwn, 1876' Pathan}Q)t, 1eeo, Lyallpur, 

1995 end SaJ:90da, lgos. 89 

Quite oftea Cbd.et.ten mSaeSoned.es pmsentecl mis

leading !Dtel.'l)mtattons of Sikh scr:Sptuma to pmw the 

supmmacy of tmlr own faitb. Aco:u:din.g to ~ '§£&. 

ARM\ J451G 1@ JsG:, a line ln tbe Deeun C~:anth, e Sikh 

boly acdpt.un, meant t:hat the Slkb ow:u•s acknowledged 

tba aupEetll8ey of Cbrlet in tbts w:u:la. 40 At. tbia t!rte 

ag. c. a. loeblln, ttatatory of Cbd.atianlty in t:m Punjel>•, 
ln tbe .ab Pea~ !I Pgaept;, Vol. VII. Pllft ~1 
Ap#il~ 973, PP• 1 - 99• 

40• lbtlllltldSbli• September, 1900. 
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Pal1dlt walJ S., a Cbriatlan a:nwert, wrote a pamphlet. 

"&dcJKtrttm or mmAadco l»Wft~Q tg: Ad£ QliAJltib laP 

l!@ JlJRkt•, 1ft wbleb te attempted to pxove that Sikhism 

bad mtbing naw to offel" eOC1 0\lru Nanak was influenced 

by ChrSatienity and that eome of tM Slkb cbctdm!s 

wem to::mlled from tom Bible. 41 

The cb811enge of Chnet:len pmaelytizat.ton alaJ:lned 

~ SSJ<be. Wbile the CDDWftiona of Mebal:aja DU1eep Singh 

and the myel fanlly of Kapw:tbala wem a~U1 nnkl.tng in 

tb:! mlftde of tbe Slkba, the gmw!ng aucce.as of Cbr1atlan 

misstonanes in their evangelical work poeetl e mejc>r 

t:tu:eat. 'lbe llDrk of t.be miss tonart.ea waa J:eWaJ:'ae4 with 

tt. convenf.oo of men like Daud Sin~ wm 1:2cane a . 

gnat. chsnpjon of Cbnatlenlt;y eftd Keeaz: Singh, a Sikh 

priest, wbo became en act:S.ve 1!DJ$er SD ~ pmaelytizSng 

caq»eigns of tbe m1esSonenes. By 1SB1, Cbriett.an con

vez:te SD P\Uljab nwnbemci a,912. JD tbe mxt deot!nnt.al 

census the o:»nrnUDiqr expen<:led to 19,?50. Tlds was a 

410 pea: cent lnaxeaae. Tmugh maned.cally t.m Chdstlans 

ln Punjab -wen e small community, t:b:! conve.r:t gelne 

J:ecsS.ved eubet.antlel publicity end was Uken as en 

t.ruUcat.ton oe fUb.mJ Uenclsl conven~ns extmnely 

angem4 aoca frightened the Sikh leaaem. 
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By tbe tjrne Bhai V lr Singh wmt:e his f!D't mvel, 

mtb object1w end eubj~lw mncU.tfDna exSstect fbr 

~ pmduct£on of t:be 1dnd of literature. \-Jbicb te 

pm&lcld. eeaea like thlae may be exemplea of wba~ 

AntonfD Gnmeci on om occasion callad •catbaJ:e!s• -

meaning c:omlng-tD-conscjousnese. "elab:u:a~ion of tte 

st.~ into auperatr:uctua 1n the mlncte of men.142 

He• is a tezm too out of tbe way end st.rtking to 

have been cbooeen (like some cw:1ous phnaea of 

Gnmsc1) to baffel tbe prison o:!nacur. lnsp1te of 

t.M peculiedt.y of tbe tean. it Sa temptf.no to mea 

a daeper: Q)nceptual slgn1flcenoe into the word end 

teke lt ea mom pmperly ~mtlng en ezuptton into 

eoc1e1 Q)•cJouaness of some deeply b.lded Q)nfl~ -

like t.m uneuthlng of a neumsSa by E'mu4lan analy

au. In tSme of mvolutSon.: ao in mjmlc &:um of 

aaglc dnrna. ·!unan aelf-diac.»vexy 18 nost intenae 

and ewlftl bence the appmpd.atomaa of Gnmacl •a 

teDn cathanis to explain tm writings of Sbal Vlr 

Singb eDIS their lt.D'k wltb t~ eoc!ety 1ft wb1ch tl'ey 

werepm&cect. 

xn tbJ:ee JQe= pacedlng tle close of tl'e laot. 

ce~JtutY, Slkbs 'bac:1 been legally declazeCl as Hindus, 
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mtie Sikhs we&e publicly abaven end Sikh efforts ~r. a 

~were epumed. Tm 1emun of tle St.ngb Sabhe lll)vemant: 

,r ~ba last ~nty seven ~en aeemed to be still bom. 

It was at this cmacial j~. in a stete of catbarels, 

that Bbat. Vir Slnoh deeide4 to act. So far be bad only 

wdt.ten thme smellt:ooks 1n Punjebl • IJdirodUgtpi)C 

.Rdme'e btJ.sol. GggSJRphy and a 'Bat• 43 But. mv, as 

lf face tD face with autb, be wmte in bls fll:st mvel 

&JADCki• •1n writing t:bis book our p\.U:P)ee ie that. by 

t:eading tbeae ac=unts of by-g:,ne days the Sikhs ebou14 

beClOlt\e conflzmed 1n their felth. l'hey el'iluld c:any out 

ttelr \Orldly &lty as well u tbelr spirlblal obje=iw. 

Abuaea might be abjured. Paitb smuld pmaper end Sikbs 

smuld leam tlo own their high principles. Tbey ab:>\lld 

be dUcjplineci and ueat ot.ber people with equal love. 

':bey omula adb!xe to tbelr ow:u•a teachiftgt "Racognbe 

aU manklnd ae oDe•. Thus might they achieve tlelr 

u.nlqueneu•. 44 Tbe 'SWV:J wer:e to be confianed in their 

faith' end they wel'G to laebleve 'tmlr uniqueness•. ln 

tle D&xt four daoadee, elm)at u if CIOnfllming Bhel Vir 

singb's queat fbr 'Sikh uniqueness•, tbls mvel 1e said 

to bave sold moz:e than e tund&ecl t}t)usmd copies. 

43. aaEbans singb, uma. v&&: §'Dab .SiD YDA di. RAGbDf!• p.ts. 

44. TzoanalaUon by Hatbans Singh in IMl Vi£ §.lQgb (R!w 
Dell\1, 19?2) • p.44. 
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Pmaently tmm am tbme major eppmec'has to the 

wrtt.tngs of rcwls of Sba1 Vir Slngb - tbe a'-'nken, tm 

acadExnlclans ~na the Hux1ets. All thme am w~ly 

acQrpted. am aWl gmtdng ana make uee of Bbe1 vu Singh's 

legend ., ... tmlr own plllpOeea. 

A&'DiiiD 

TM ~lc U1'1Q8nt of ~bta acb»l !a thet Bbol ViJ: 

SiDOb l4M •gmat.•, l:ace\188 (i) of bia t:nmentbua CDntribU

tion to tm development o£ hnjeb111te.ratunJ (iS) 'hte 

Sntezp&etatton o£ Sikh tbloloft'l (iifl hb pfo..artng 

eftol'ta Sn vanoua genme of lftentwa. eapecially ~hl 

no'¥811 (lv) cU.eeeminat,ion of SSkh !dials and pbiloaophy 

end fioally bacauee of his meaeage o! m)l'Bt.1cSsm aJ¥1 

Sn'p)J:tence off snyatic expeJtience• VarSows combSDatlom of 

tbeae pml)()elttona ue to be fountl in tbe writings of 

t.l'Dae wlo stat:t. fmm tbe poat.\llate tbet. tbe woztks of 

Bbai Vir Singh am mt to ba queatjonad.l 
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A stelt in tb18 dimctSon was made by Puran s 11'l9h, 

on wl'om Bhai Vl~: Singh had ttemendous influence end bad 

r;ee»nve.cted to Sikhism. In 1926 PUran Singh wmte t 

Bha1 Vir Singh ls en epoch ln himself. With 
him begins tbe most no03m Punjab1 language. 
He gives lt a new style, a new d\ytbn and a 
new flow. we thank God for what be has already 
given ws. He site unaez: tbe tme of life 1n 
malden fxeahneaa, like b1s GUN• His eong Ss 
vital and be ilrq,larta most of bls joy tD hu 
poems. He Sa tbe mpr:eaentative peet of tbose 
old Sikb poets wlY> mvolved amund «:be Beloved's 
thmne ln woneer and ~rahSp. He 1s true 
Eastern genius, still loyal to the Asiatic 
ideals of axt, philosophy end religion. 

• • • • • His alt Sa of tbe highest, not for: tbe 
clevemesa of the wol"d._palntJ.ng, nor for S.te 
polfer of eto&y telling that conju~e up past 
events 1n pano~:emea, nor for tbe delicate 
grace of its purity and beauty; nor, even fbr 
lt.e gs:eat bumanlty. It is ~ deep realisation 
behind it, so meeterly S.n ita Smperial autborS.ty 
that tbe vez:y atones, when called by bie voice, 
move and offer a prayer of t.bankfulneaa to 
tbela: cmator. He cleanaea tbe out cast, dmsses 
them 1n lti)Onllgbt, eo ~t. tile nost abject fe-el 
lilte Gods. Tbam 1a tbe mysU!rSoua belo of New 
spring 1n his poems. He adc18 a new universe to 
ou soil. Hls voice is the voice of the beloved. 
Tbe lofty, gorgeous, 1nfln1te, extemal melody 
of QJIW Ggn5ft rings in his blood and his being 
1s reaoll8Ilt w tb t.m SC)ng of t.l1e beloved.2 

Tbeae woi'&J were to be pmpbetS.c. Tbey aet. t11e 

tone mr fut\lm wrS.Unge of ~is Sebool. 8 If tbem 1s 

2. pw:an Singh. IPld.t of ogent;al RP!SCQC (lDncbn, 1926), 
p.104. 

a. This peJ:t1cular extnct of Puran Singh bas been 
mprinted 1n et least four works dealing w1t.b 
Bhel V1r S Sngh. 
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one pereon, wb) ts noa~ maponslble for t'he tmmenlbus 

gmwth in this cl~le of panegyrists, lt is Hamans 

Sin~. He Sa tle first peraon to have written a bfo

g~by of Bbal Vir Singb. 4 suart1ng witb a description 
I 

~f Bbal Vir Stngb•a fmnily geneaolcgy and early life, 

Homans s t.ngb discusses abou~ hie unique =ntributton 

in the field of P\lnjabl poet&y anci pmee. his cl'olce of 

len;uage and metme1 his low for nature and couni:ry 

ana hie philosophy of life. Aca:u:alng to Mm, bis thme 

major no-vels .. ~und!£1, BlJay Sig;b and ~ttwen~ Kaur, 

weze written with tH;) alma • fS.nUy to enrteb tbe 

Punjabl lang\lage end secondly to pmpagate s S.khlsm and 

s lkb way of life lD a novel wayS (pun unlntenae<l) • 

Further cmdS.tablllt.y to BbeS. vs.r Singh's novela 

18 pmvS.aed by s .s. Amol, ed1toJ: of tbe Punjab! joumal 

LtJsbeQ and by DZ'• J<ltpal S ingb. According to tbe 

roaner, "As far aa ~ eto~:les ln t:be 110vele am conc:trned 

if mt hundred per cant at leest ninety per cent tl'ley am 

4e Hadlan8 S lngb1 it)lal Vir S"1J ~ Y!!l Di Racbga 
(Lahonu Le&>m nook sbop, 940 • 

s • ..Ibid· p.16. Hetbans Singh eJ:9Ue8 on tbe seme linea 
'Iil"Bbal SebSb Bhel Vii: Singh Ji d1 Vartak Racbne•, 
Lftr1, Bbai Vir SSllgb Ank, Vol.v, No.1 (Januar:y, 
tvaa ; pp.5'7-61J •aha1 vir st.ngb vaa:tak Likhen•. tfSbad (April-Kay, 1942), pp.21-24 end "Bba1 sahib 

Raaine c1a Udesh" 1 tnjab1 Sablt, Vol.XVJ::t%, No.12 
(December, 1959) , PP• e-20. 
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tJ:Ue"•6 For the latte~: "•••• Dr. Bbai Vir Singh Q)llected 

bia metearlal of history like a sclentlfic historian. He 

ha8 tapped eve'Y source - stanclanl books whlcb te bee 

quoted in hSa footmtes, tolk-songs depicting the tSmea, 

anecQ)tes mgal:'ding eminent pe~ns like Kaura Mel. and 

anecootee of tbe bravexy of t.he Sikhs in tbe days of tl1e 

zutbless penec.ut.ton, • • • • Bhei v 1ar Singh in these wrke 

baa tded to make alive the 18th centu~ blatoty of tbe 

sikbe and bl:ing home to his zea<1em tbe high charactsJ: of 

the Sikhe of tbose CJaya. 7 No wonder a legend has gz:own 

amuncl Bbai Vir Singb - 1D tile pmceas hla fic·tSon 'haa 

been declamd u hlsto.ry. Dr. Ganaa Singh, the doyen of 

Panjab biatori.ans, felicitates, Dhal Vi&- Singh's mvels, 

for being, "tbe t.xuest. mpmaentativea of the liven end 

character of the Stkbs of tbe eighteenth centu&Y•• 8 'l'bese 

a&llaton lgnom wbet Men Singh wmta in t.be appencUx of 

the 1938 ec:U.t.ion of §un4fd a ·x~ appears that the object 

of writing §UndoQ was rwaith:u: to cr:eate a mvel fmm e 

6e s.s. Amol, 2P•Ctt•• p.42 

7. Kixpal slngb, •aJstortc:al Slgn1f1canc:e of S!!!!fA!Q, 
Bljay Sin~ end Satwant Kaur', m geniabJili 
&d f~M~ Vol.V%1 Pert. 1% (Ober, 97 · 1 

PP• 3 9-20. 

a. Ganda Slngb, "Bbai. Vir SS.ngb end t:he Histoxy of 
tbe sf.k.ba•, !: PeniS J!Ht. pg fmg,n~, Vol.Vl, 
PaR IX (Octo r, 1972) , P• 480. 
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llter:a~Y point of view memly for entertal~nt • • • • mr 

to pmduc:e a 1el'k of investigated bistoa:y•. 9 

As a~h'eaa, thle school 18 mucb rrore t.ntemsted 

s.n nu&turtng tbe legend of Bbai Vir Singh, nthe&- than 

queetSonlng lt. Fol' tban the birth of Bbat vt.ro Singb 

wu ".... an event, tbat gave tbe Pwajeb bar organ volco 

and Punjeb1 language 1te greatest singer since the days 

of warr:is Shah end tbe mystlo bends of Sikhlsm • • • • tt 

was a pmv1dent1al advent, a ster bad risen over tlle 

darkened borl10ne" • 10 If disciples wem to question 

maeten, then tbem ~uld be no maate&'B. 

,6&adeplf&1ey 

UnfDrtunatelV the line divl4lng the scb)o1 of 

edn1mn fmm ~ acaaemlciena te WJ:Y t:bin end except 

for e few exceptions they bave not been able to question 

tlle f\maetnental ess\lt\pttona behind the actulatD.ry Sme93• 

of Bhal Vir Singh. o.s. Tallb, an editor of a CIOltltetO

ntion volwne, bmught out. by tbe Panjab~ Unlwaslt;y on 

g. ViJ: Singh, S)H1&ag. (Amritaara Wazir-1-Hin4 P~ss, 
1S88) , p.ldi. 

10. o.s. MainS, •'rbe Portmlt of a Poet•, ln Gumecban 
Singh Ta11b and Attar Singh (eda.), Bhai: VS.E §.!qat LlJ: TJa!t Met WoJI (Chandigam a 
PUbrcat. o sunau, Pan Unlvenlt.y, 1973), 
PP• 98-94. 
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the oecuion of tM !im~ bil'th oentena~ of Bhai Vir 

S1n~ wa:ote in lts intmductoJ:y article a 

... • • Towards Bba1 Vlr s ingh tm attitude of e 
large ee~jons of influential and fairly well 
inii:u:med people ia one of venel."l!t9.on only 
'tbS.. aide 1Cblator:y•. so, tn tbie mspect 
too, while ga:eei: leudetion 1e called lol:th by 
bia tJ:ul.y gmat ec:bjevemanta 1n aebolei."SbSp 
end his intez;pretatk>n of tbe prlnclploa of 
1"4-a faitb t:lu:ougb .evenl media of lltenl'Y 
cnatjon# tbe spirit of cdtlcs.m must cUaoSplim 
1taelf into an attitude of avemntiel a11enoe. 
May be tbat at a time not faa- (for a wi<lely 
studied writer Uke Bhel Vi~ Singh canmt long 
be kept in tbe inaulatod en4 eeale4 ~le of 
atbmtk>n end adulation alone) be will be 
objectively 4lec::ussed as a writer Z'atber than 
memly placed on a pedestal ae a teacbEur. 
Moreover in a 'VOl\IDB like tM preeen~. intended 
to pre•nt. varjoua aspects of bSs aebte-~nt 
on tbe oc:c:aeton of tl1e c::entenuy of bie biartbl 
any exhaustive critical eXII'Olnatmn of bti\l wuld 
clearly be out of place. WS.th ell ti\is, lt 
might tJe aald tllet eo far he&:\Uy eny aerJoua 
a~t baa been made tx) find o~ and phnae 
fon.b tm uue quality of hta total achievement. 
aa a writer an4 to <Je~lne tbe principle of bis 
intellectual be1ng.11 

xnsplte of tbeee llmitat1one and w1tb)ut wei~ 

for pmper occae~ns a bdlllant start wee made by 

Gua:haRn Singh in 1952.12 He e~d tbat. •~ tbe ~ 

when BLai vt~ Singh wmte hie novela, t'he eocial ~fozm 

11. G.s. ttalib, "Bbal vu Slngh'e Acblevement - A 
Bdef xnuoc:tuotJon .. , in G.s. Tallb and Attar 
SS.ngb (ede.), bl X1F §lngb, pp.4•5. 

12. GurcbaAn Slngb, "Gal.pk.er Bhal Vir Slngb•, 
£Yni!l Dunly§, Vol. XIX, N:).6 (August, 1952) , 
PP• 2 -39. 
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movementa, Arya sanaj among Hindus, AUgam Movement arong 

MuslSlna and Singh Sebha ~ng tb:l Sikbe, wem quiet about 

Br1~iab ~lle and ewn aupportad it. These m::>vementa dic:i 

mt wo&'k fol' a unitSa4 India. In Bbal Vl~ Singb's aowla 

Bd.U.b imperlalilm diaeppeaa. R) mention u made of 

s lkb str.uggle egalnat Br1tiah Bl.f, for nat!onal freedom. 

Due to coucSoua or unconsctous muon., he O!)ul.a not 

tu:aneeend ttae Cl)nmunaJ. boundezo&aa. Accocdlng tt» Gurchnran 

sSngb after madlng Sups!a£1 and Bl3tx S1nob, the mades:w 

can only mmember about Mk-Mannu and Yebya 1Qum •e tortures, 

gJ:Ueeome MUslim emcutSone.cw, tbe b.le end cry o! S!kbs in 

paln, tbe killing of chlldmn and the llw buming of tm 

s lkhs. 1B It eaems that ell Z'Z)ble qualities end entbawur 

for lunari we lfam S. CDnfined to s Skbs and t.be mat. ere 

CSeuorw. Tbua, it wee aot unusual tbat e>nmunal etl\lggle 

emerged enong tbe ma&:u:a, wben tbe objective CX»ndittons 

fol' eudl a st.l'lfe almady exiat.ecl. Gu~haran Singh la of 

tbe opinion that Bbal Vir Slngb sought to confuse h1s 

.cea~rs by calling his ptooe as histoxy. Tbmugb extsnsive 

footmtee ba sought tD give his mvele a bUSs of blstor1-

cal t.r:uth. Ae tbsy at:e mt based on bSatoricel a::eallt.Ses, 

itbey Cb not ful£S.l tbe ClefSnltjon of a historrtc:al U'uth. 

13. IJ:!IS•' P• 24. 
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lnsp:Lte of these limita~ions, what is cr:edltable about 

Bhel Vir Singh's writings is that tbey wem auccessful 

in achieving llthat tbey wanted to a ga:eat extent. 14 

Most aubeequent writln;a o£ thia Sc:bool have in 

a aubCUacl vein fOllowed the panmeters set by Gw:charan 

s !ngb. Tbey must bave ardwd at tbe •erne conclustona 

S.ndepenclentl.y, but they only O)Df1J:m, t:hougb with coa

s1denble matraint, wba~ Gurcbenn SSngb had written. 

'l'beir baa1o poait!Dna am that (1) the aclWt'Vemente and 

limltet!ona of l:lhai Vir Singh ah;)uld be studied in tbe:L .. 

historical context, especially the Singh Sabba Movement, 

which aought to infuse a mgeneratlve apir::Lt in tbe sikh 

cor.wnunltyl (li) Bhal vu Singh has tD be cndlted §or 

takiDg to Punjabi at a time when t'te cbm:lna9 mecU.wn was 

!A' Bbl•hl and Uz:du1 tiu> his novela leS.d the mundation 

of tbie particular genre and also of modern Punjab! pmse1 

( iv) hl.s rovele wem written to inspim the Sikh o:>nrnunlty 

which waa faced with a aedoua identity orS.ls and (v) h1a 

oveJ:Wbelm1ng concem mr the bettesment of tl'e Sikh 

c::cim\unity made him cmets ldaal t~e Who t80Uld do no 

2.4. Ibid•, PP• 26-28. 
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wmng and always emerge vf.ctor:jou.~ wbaft et. war with 

Musljma.lS 

Tbe endleaa mpetition of theee pt'Opoa1tions ln 

numemua .:»&'ka, tl'le changing ~naa in Punjabl Utera~m 

an<l en end of tbe eupmrla cmeted by t'he birth centenary 

of Bbal Vir: Singh baa virtually maae a closed ehepter of 

bia writings. Any attempt to pick up tbe u.u., teuJ.d be 

snUbbed u out-elated. consequently, n\I'Oemua questions 

remain unanawemd. Why did language, which Sa ulUmately 

o aoclal act.lvit.y, atal'tad to bava a mmmuna1 ldenUflc:e

tion? Ia lt eppmpdete iX> single out fa~r f1gums 1n 

11temtum? Rea tbJe not led to our 1gn:,ring CDntsmpo

rarSea of Bhai Vir ssnglu Gyani Gyan S1ngW, tcebn Singh, 

Moben Singh Veid and many otbentl Wbat wem tbe exa~ 

linkages between Bba1 Vir Singh•a writings an4 Singh 

15. 
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Sebba'e ideology? All the• em cmtWlex issue• and 

remain largely unanswemd. 

A thll.'d line of appmach to Bhai Via:- Singh's 

novele is baaed on MeJ:Xism. A eteJ:t in th1e d1ree1!1on 

wee made by a pmminen~ and Sn many ways a pioneering 

MaD ian ol"ltlc - sent s ingh sekbon• He is tbe first 

PanjabS. writer tD make use of tbe Mai'Xls~ epistxMnology 

for literary CJ:'itielam. Xt is cmdS.table that tbmugb 

the historieieatbn of lit.ennr cl"Lt.lqlle, be baa raieed 

many questjons, which am alSen to the wrtt.lngs of most 

ecl'Dlal's. Sekbon has been writing amut: the v::»rka of 

Bhe1 VS.J: S1ngb elnce 1940, 16 bUt the 1noet syst.emat.ie 

elebontfon .of his vjews em to be found 1n e book~ 

wmte in 1962.17 Hem, first I will attempt to 

aumma&-ise his assessment of Vir Singh's w~:1t1ngs t 

In the second half of the nimt:eentb csnt.ur,t, 

accomlng to sekbon, the Sikhs wem unable to mconcile 
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to the stock of loosing theu .W to tbe Br1tiah 

iq)ed.aliem. 18 The Slkb8 alao felt tbmatened with the 

pmael~izlng activltiea of Chdetian mleatonades and 

tbe gmwlng opposition, of tll8 AI'Yfl Semaj. Placed Sn 

auch e milteu, tbe Sikbe vem attnctsd towalda tbeU' 

olorfoua put and tbey wanted to mcmate thia &n the 

twentieth cantuJ:Y11' - atleaat Sn the eoclal end 

epUltual tbmaSn. 'tbey peJ:Celved tbat tbe mSncama~n 

of the pa•t oloay .,uld enable a glDnoua p&eaent. Bbal 

Vi&" Singh became a apoke81Ran of aueb aaplntioaa. He 

!)elonged to tbe mld4:&e cleee, which a~ tble junctum was 

oloaely allgnecl with tba landa4 uSatocney an4 upper 

aectma. of tbe peaaantJ:y. Hilt writSn;. npre.ent tbe 

aoc::l.a1 lnten•ts oi tlwae clueae and tba Singh Slbba 

1-bvement. 20 

Bbal vu Singh wu deeply duail.luatonecl by tba 

lo .. of tm sikh eri;)Ue, but bo mall884 tbat l~ wee 

pncmlcally Smpoaaible to n-eetebl.S.h lt. 'tbe only 

ideal wblch m\114 be ngenerate4 wu the eoclal an4 

apid.taaal valuea of Slkbiam. If tbeae wem ~•tcu.e", tD 

that cue tbe Sikbe mu14 onoa again cbmSnate Sn tbe 

1a. D>M•• pp.28-ao, 212. 

19. ~·· p.212. 

20. ~·· p.28. 
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Panjab. Evon earlier, tio.r BhaS. Vir S1ngb the loss of 

sikh powezo wea because they beeS failed to follow tlle 

ldeaJ.e Of tbe Sikh GUJ:\IBt if tbey t.JOU14 6> 80 110W'; t!len 

et leut tbe fUtule teuld be eec:um. Thls mtncamatf.on 

o! the Sikh f.daale wee R)t to ba Sn tbe political Cbrna!n 

bu~ only in tbe aplrlt.ual an4 eoclal spbems. only that. 

political mle waa bad 6)r him which clr:cwnscribec2 t:he 

fmemm of mlf.gft)ft'; especially tlle Sikh mligfont, aa 

had been cb~ by tbe Mugbala. T'he British .!11 ello~d 
fme&t)m of zel.lgton, tberefom, it waa not to be 

challenged. 21 In fact, to cb 110 1«)Uld be unmlf.gf.ous. 

Such an exPlanatJon !)&came en ideal juatiflcatfon !or 

BrittSab zule. 

As fbr tbl 80Cia1 aDCi ecommic 41ffloaltSBa Oln

fmnteel by an Sndlvl4ual, acau:'ding ~ Bbal Vir Singh 

they a!Duld be reaolwd. t:lu:Dugh fbllow1Dg tie h1gb 

idaala of Sikh mllgton. His wdtl.nga am virtually 

de~14 of any aaplnt1ona tn11 na~nal f~:eea::tm. He 

atrlwe fbr a atatus quo and ~a mt want tile inaivldual 

to alter tbe given aocial zeallty. A llfSe devoted 1n 

the highest ideals of truth, meditation and chedq \tCUld 

be highly mwardSng. Bhal Vir Singh b unable to tran

scend Sikh demmtnatfonal identity and thia hu con

e1denl:>ly netrlcaus hla l'Mnanism aDd eoclal vlejon. Thus, 

21. ibid., p.216. 
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Sekbon Q)noludes, bl wae neither a ~luttomuy mr a 

humanlat. But w1tbtn hf.a historical context, Bbak vu 
Sl.ogh•a a~nta wem amat. 

Wbat tbetr, aca.l'dlng tD Sekt1on wu tbe P\U'l:'08e of 

Vir SI.Dgh'a DI)Wle 1 

l. To eetebl!sb Sikh ~:tde Sa the Panjabl ae this 
waa pncticaUy ~ulble~, be autved 1br 
sikh clomiaw.DCI8 ill ftlljab. 

2. T o pmpagate tbe message of Sikh GUI\18t 
refozm t1e mligloue and ethical lUG of tbe 
Sikbs alkl IDikB t!an pmud inbtdton of a 
glodoue vt.aJon of an ideal maa. 

a. To aetvelop an irnponant genre of PWlJab1 
11tentuma tbe mvel. Xt wu only tf1e 
c1evelopment of tbSa litentum', whlch would 
enable the enu::vanoe of a national identley 
of the PanjBi people.22 

sekmn•a ac'hemlt ie unable m aaawer wby eoc!el 

claaaea - middle cleee an4 lended anatocncy - w'hicb 

even be ag~ee•, lleneflt.ted fmm tba BJ:ltiah .511, ega£n 

want Sikh wle. He cites flO evidence tz> aUppon his 

clailft in tbie r»guG. :It Sa not clear if be Sa wsing 

clese ea a bew:ie~o davlce 0.1: if be tbinke that Panjab 

at tbia time had a fUlly u:ticukt:e class .ocSety. Zf 

latter wae the aa•, than be will bave to ebow why in a 



clue society, class mletionshtpe wem at t.Jmea based 

on rellgfoue ident.itf.ee end JDt. ill &elettonaMp tD meena 

of pmducUon end clese a>nsck»uaneu. (Hia eaeel:tfor» 

would have much nt>m weigbt U he wul4 haw docwnented 

t.bem). SomeUlnea be wd.tlea in te.ana of claaeee and 

then he swit.cbe8 OWl:' tD ~ Sikhe as e COtmlUDit.y -be 

eb:>uld cladfy tbe mlaUonabip between the t.wo ana alao 

establish ~ basta of ~ latter mnaep~. Ria aeataant. 

C)f t1e .ocSal fomaUoD Sa aupe..UCial. Jt ia o• thing 

to eeae.ct tbat. Bbai vu Singh belonged to the ms.Mle cleaa 

ancS aJDtbel' iD aay that bl.a wdtlaga mflecta4 tbe eocial 

iotemata of tbia clasa, wb1.cb wu aligned wlth tle 

laDC1ed adetocn.cy and uppel' aectfona of u. peeeantr.f. 

Soclal od.qiaa ~ mt alwaya pmdateant.De eoclal fUnctjon

lng. If tl'ey 414 ill c:aae of Shai Vk s ingh tl'len it baa 

to be ebcnm, m- asswnad u eelf-evident. 

Following Se'kbon, s.s. Singh has "Y adoptino a 

par:tially Maad.an antl putielly Fmudlen fnmewodt aa:gued 

that tbem wem atmng pel:'80nal, eocial, bbto~, 

egonomtc and poll~Seal muona, which c:n~elled Bl\al Vii" 

Singh ~ wnte tbe k1nd of J.ltantur.e be 414• 28 lb waa 
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fmm a . deeply .celigioue family ana his fi:u:metlw 

influences had been eucb that be wu atmngly inclined 

towarda Sikh mli;ton. Po~ hie bS.gbar education be had 

to attend a mieajoneu:y lc:th)ol, wbere the Cbdatiall 

pmacbiaua hw:t hs. eenaibilittea.2' HistoncaUJil due 

to tbe !)etnyal of tiM Hindu Dogns to tba Bdtiab", tie 

Sikbl had lost thai&" emph'e. This had cmatect a chum 

bebleen tbe Hiadwt aDd tba Sstbs. DUdDg Mabuaja 

Renjlt Slngb•a Nla the Jet Jlqid!D wm cbms.nent. 

Tbt mer:cbanta bad • w&y low etatu. in tbe villages. Tbe 

KlncJu faced many dUiiculUea UDaer thU Jat .111 and 

tbeae teneSo .. audaatd dw:'ing Bbal vu Singh's ttne.25 

At thia etaoe swanl DayaDaDcS wtD !lelongad to Gujn~, 

vialted Panjeb «D make uae of t11e e>aflict !Jetween tbe 

Sikha end Hin&aa. Aqa SEaj •tartscl tbe §J!lSWIJA 
canpai;na which aou~ oonvez:te fmm otbEut mllqton. ~ 

T be AJ:Ya samaj Sate cntlciaed sikh mllvt.on end tbe 

sikbs. Tbu cUatutted t!1e Sikh leadenbip and gave 

blftb to smgh Sebba Movement. Xt. etuted pxeacblng an4 

against HinCIUa and otm~t mllgSona. Tbe Hlftebl mtrmunity 

wu aUluant ana anong the SSkM, the 3aqliQM.p wem 

~lcb. Them wu m Sikh gmup wblch wu conceame4 about 

24. aM·· pp.207-oe. 

25. lb'a·· p.209. 
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tbe lower classes of tbe Slkba. consequently lower class 

s ikba, started auwening to Clu:1.st1anity and Hf.ndl.alll'l\. 26 

s.a. Singh is of tbe opinion tbat along with tbe 

gmwtb of tbe Singh Sabba, tbaze euwu:gad emall towns in 

t11e Panjab. Tllese towna wem Snbablte4 by lower clan 

s ikbe. Tt.y wer.e metly me~nta and tbay wm in mm

petltton w1th Hindu merchants. Thie meR:antile gmQp 

wa.e to eatablS.b a capltalSat eoclety and tbey wem bUsy 

acCl&nuletin; capital. For max!miaing this accanulatfon·, 

tbey sought to uae nU9fon. 27 Eacb oonmunlt.y attacked 

the otben ml1gfon. MUslims S:>llowed ault. All tbe 

t.lu.'ee mnrnuni~s wanted thet tbe Bdtiah ~wmnent 

s houl4 pu:>vlde emplo~nt baaed on aunedcal strength. 

SOme Br1tieh actn!Diatraton would gmnt mom jobe iD one 

contmm~.t.y, leading to f\lnber con!llct. 'l'heae ao@

hiatol'lc cJ.I:ctaetaftCea CD~Ji)elle4 Bbal Vii' Singh tD 

pmcluc:e Sikh litentw:e. 

-:be presaum of tbeae coa&UtJone, pr;evente4 Sha1 

Vlr Singh fzom being e cUa~t.nguS.alecS wdt.er. Hils love 

waa mt au: eve~ne but only fbr the Sikb eotmUl\lt.y. 'l'te 

Sllcb belief of a 9lol'fDWJ past Sa largely the mault of 

26. lb'4., p.210. 

27. Ibid·~ p.211. 
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Bhei vu Singh's writings. As faa: aa tbe Sikh mltgtoa 

Sa Q)nocu:ned lte f\&tum generat.Sona will be indebted~ 

Bbal vt~ s ingb. Tbe etntew of Binuh Smpertals.n wae 

to 41vide and mle al'lC1 t!1ezeby etmngt.hen tbalr ow 

J:Ule. If D'hal Vk Singb 1eUJ4 baw u~mtood tbSa 

stntagy an4 oppoae4 it, he \IOUl<i have ha4 an A11 lnclia 

•taw.. aut be wu pnventad fmm acbt.eviDI tbie 

standing by t:he KU1c.e M)vement. It wu esaentlally a 

peacefUl movement. tb:>ugb et tf.mea, it. wu v»letm. In 

cue Bbai vu Singh bad like tbe lt.\lka Jal'W: opposea t1e 

BJrltiab, t.ban be _,u14 baw Clr1ven ~ Sl.kh Q')ll'ln\Uiley on 

a au1clda1 o:n.u:ae. 'lbe fallum of the RUltae and tba 

<iiffle»lt. slt.uatton faced by tbe Sikbe, pavented lWn 

fmm having a bma&u: outlook. 28 'l'be CD~n&y 
conmunal atd.fe dld mt allow biln to pay ettsntioD to 

anytbing exoept. mllgton. 'l'bouob the mnfllct wee overtly 

rellgSoua, it wu e:>r emD!'>mlc teneflta. 'l'be mltgtou.s

iCieelf.atlc ethos of tbe 3&tliQ1HI eociety in Panjeb 

fo~d every wd.ter tD take sldea and conf..,. bSmsel! 

to m119foD• 

Bbai Sahib was thus an ldealiat-mmantlc writer. 

He could not. fulfil his ambltjons against. tle Chrts~lene 

in bS.a ~uth. It. waa hSe desire tD oppoee Chrietianit.~ 
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but the eooSo.polittcal =ndltione end Bri~iah tule 

p~vented him fmm ech~viDg tht... This made hSm 

neum~tc. ~ Acmldin; to hjm CbdatiaDity had cbetm~cl 
Indian oivillzat~n, but be could only be an jmpc)te~ 

apeo1:etor: to this pmoeee, becauae be wanted tbe Sikbs 

to pmgms•• Ther:eiom, the ex>n£llct wu suppressed. 

Tb&e emergecS egainat. Hinclwa an4 MUalSma, by using 

hletoncel eventa. Hla life expemnce ana .,c~~Y 

gn4ually encled th1e DalU:t:usS.. But. his etOttona cU4 mt 

ecbieve eublSmatmn, because 1£ thia bad happened, it 

wee essential A'>~ bSm tD write againe~ ~ Brttisb. This 

aubl=atfon was acldeve4 ef~r tbe war, wben be poxtr:ays 

e mnfU<* with Chdatlena irlJG!!l Rlll4b Stn.g)) and 

G,I!JU' Rp wblch Ss anU-BrttSab. R)w be develops • 

deeper insight ln1D natum and society. He dl4 U:y i):) 

keep pace wltb t.be cbanglr¥J ttmee. s.B. Slngb CDneludea 

by wl"i~lng, •All ~- ~ bave PUnjebi es tbet.~ notier 

tongue ere indebted te Bhai Vir Singh". 
80 

The line of eppmac:b wh1ch s.a. Singh bas aCbpted 

cen be mwaming, wt be bae cited no mrmborats.ve 

evidence tor bla sweeping genenliaattona. He bas made 

an Snt.emstlng trei!DSJ! of exJating etudlea on Bbal Vir 

s ingh. He Sa blisafUlly unawam of c:ortaln fundamental 

29. JbU•' P• 216 

30. lb&d·· p.21?. 
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facts of Panjeb histor:y. 'l'be Arya samaj c!ld not give 

birth to tbe Singh Sabba 88 be clatm.l. 'l'he Amdtau 

Sinoh Sabba bad been fb&ma4 in 18'13• jbUJ: 1'8U'8 lleibm 

the f!n~ Azya Sanaj 1n Punjab. Tb8 davelopmant of 

Singh Sebba cannot be memly atu.ctied in convnunal d1glta. 

To explain tbe loa of Sllcb ompia ill temta of t!le 

D0gn betnyal Sa llbst Snadequate an4 !ncl1cates the sane 

narmw appzt>acb of wbicb s.s. Singh b~ Bbai vu 
s tngb. To write that H1nclus faced mazw dlfflclltSes 

uncer Mebaraje RenjS.t Slngb fs to ~ad h!st.ory bac~. 

Tie Hlnehle end Sikh iegspg wez.e D)t ~ only affluent. 

people Sn Panjeb# the Sikh peasant.a:y pmbebly was tle 

1'1cbeat. in Asia. s.a. Singh Cbee JDt epecUy wtr> .-ce 

~be •lowe~: clua s~·. At o• stage tt.y appear to be 

low cute St.kbe and at 8ft:>tbe&- tbay seem to be mez:ehante. 

T ta let.tezo by no means can be mgar<Jed as lower clue -

nettbe~ in eeonomlc tel!R8 nor in aocial scale. lbst of 

tbla Sikh meft:banta wem fmm the l<hat&"i aDd Amra castes, 

~Y bad a Mgb d.tual statu ill t1'le Panjc. He eeema 

to confUse caste with clu• aDd use t.be two mncepta • 

s.s. Singb•a Freudian explanation. 18 like 

putting tie caR mfbm the b)rse. Bhai Vi&" S!n;b wee 

wdUng wltb a certain c:uwlct!on !or a epec1tlc eocial 

mUSeu ana not because o! any &!ep moted neumes.. Zf 
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this was t11e c:auae, wbat. prevented Mm after having 

written I*' Nt!.!db §1ogb, with which he S.. 8\lppoeed to 

have a~ved subl!ma~ion, fa)m euppontng tbe Akal!a 

or tbe la~r pbaee• of tbe na~tonal novement. Why did 

be haw to pour irwectiw ega!Q8~ mth t1'8 nual• and 

Hindus. Why <bes he praise Cbdsttan miss!onaries in Beba 

Ne.\ldh s £n;h1 Bbai vu Singh was Q)JWC~us of why and 

what btl was wrtttng !for. He was m slaw of tb! aub

coraaclous. He muat ba accepted as b3 ts, witl'Dut eny 

pmpa. 

For any uncbrstandtng of tbe Marx!at interpteation 

of Bbal Vlr Singh it l.s esaenttal to have e detailed 

discussion of Jeeb!r Singh Ahluwalia •• criticisms - oot 

because t:ley have made any original conu-ibut~n or 

clad.flcatbna, blt because they have eo much CX)nfused 

the isauee. ~ star:ted h1s camel:' 1n the cpverment. 

eexv1ce ana later b!c:ame Dt.mctor of tba Departme~ of 

P lannlng end Development in Punjab.S. Un1vel:'B1tl"• Patiela. 

SUbsequently, m was appointed as tlB fiht Dll:ecto&" of 

Penjab state tnUveaJ:I.ey Text-Book Board. 'l'be bluJ:b on 

the jacket. tn his lates~ \tO~ declam • •or. Jaabir s lngh 

Ahluwalia eppeamd on the lltemq" bori210n as a cmsaebr 

againat tbe trad1t.Sona1 modes of tl'Dugbt and &u:ms of 

eJCpmsston. As auch m thmugh his poetry end cdticisn 

p~neemd tbe cormlatled tmnds of expertmental!ta~, 
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~demit}' end Redic:aliam". 
81 

I feel l~ is test to <1\0te 

the •cwsadar•, at length to peroelw tbe bead• of Me 

'aielecttc•. Pmvldlrlg a backo=und to the wrlttng:e of 

Bbai Vk Singh, ha wr:ltea t 
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For Ahluwalia Bha1 Vir Singh, "~pmsents tba 

complex of consctouaneaa QOnstS.tuted by tbe pzogxess1ve 

ea well ea the mgreeelve elernente eml:odied in tbe 

Kbalaa Dlwen 8114 Singh Sabha Mowments. 'l'be pmgmsalve 

element menlfeate iteelf in tbe feudal m!:>unlat 

tnnanS.t tl:editScn on tbe f.d.nga of bou1910le conactoua

neaa anct tbe regD!aa1w elemen~ aaae&'te iteel£ in the 

a:evlvaliat unaenonea. 'l'hla complex of conscfouamu 

ie aptly mflecte4 1n tbe Cboioa of bista::>dcaJ. themes 

of hSa nowl nlated to the Stlch v~r!ea against 

Mugbel imperialS..·. 88 

on tbe basis of tbese pr:emisee Ahluwalia PGrtl:aYB 

Bbal Via: Singh aa e p~pa;endS.t wmee wntlngs sough~ 

to make tbe Slkbs loyal tD tbe BJr1tiah .111• This WU 

the &eeeon wdtea Ahluwalia thlt Bhat. Vll:' st.ngb faUed 

to take cu;nizance of the Gbada: ltDvement, the Jellien

wale Begb t.ngedy end the passive maiatance of tbe 

Akali rrowment. 8' 2n one of b1e mceat wntSnoa be 

conclue.ea w1tb a fmah 1J.an vial a "Starting fmm tba 

feu<lallzecS Sikh thought, etillca an4 eth:ut. Bbai Vir 

Singh made a half-way h)uae on the macl tD Cbfeu&!tllut!on 

38. D?Jd•, P• 73. 
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of Sikhism"'• 85 end thenby failed to establish lt:s 

o J.'lgSnal •anti-feudal clmlec:t1c•. 86 

Abluwalia•a attempt to act aa e •crusader 

against the UedltJonal nodee of thought•~ baa 

nsulta4 in utter c:beoa end made a pamdy of ~ 

Mai:'XS.en t.ndl~n. Ill seems to 8\lffe&" fmm a delusjon, 

tha~ only tbe use of jug,n can confl.t:rn his standing 

as a Macclen cri~lc. It wuld baw o:ulel~nb1y 

helped if be bad elaborated what be meant bya •feuclal 

refbxmlst - b.unan1st traditJon on fringe of bow:gaoia 

consc1ousmss1 fet.tdalbe4 Sikh tl'r>ugbtt de:£eudalba

~jon of Sikhisml ent.l-feudal d.lelectlel pmgmsslve1 

regtess1ve end Mug bal. Smped.aliam •. 1 must confess 

tJ\at er!)me of tbeee tema an totally unintelligible 

to me and otbers haw a speclflc maanlno only Sn a 

historical <Dnten end camot be fmely c11atrtbute4 

foZ" indulging in fits of fancy. Abluwelia does mt. 

substantiate bls claim t.ba~ Br1ttsh w.le 'llquS.clated• 

the Sikh landed aa:Utocracy. ObVfously, tbe eetab

liebnent of Ba:-lt.Sah a.1 C)fl8idenbly tAea.'f.em:i t1Ws 

ss. Jeabb' Singh Ahluwalia, £un'f!W LitaRlllll AD 
PeEJPit;!Gil!, p.1a1. 

G6. aw •• p.129. 



• 79 & 

claaa, but weakness Cbea mt mean liqutclatton. In fa~, 

ln tbe post 165? pork>d, tbe Sikh landed erietocncy 

beaane tbe met ~nent ally of tbe sntieb g,verrment:. 

Zts poe1tton wu stabilAeed, they wem olven e~d 

jagln, scme o£ tbem ba4 thell' earlier JWS1ota1 funottone 

reauu:ed, tbey wem invited to odental 4\ubaz:a !or 

being en<bwed wlth aaaloualy covete4 Utle• ana gUts. 

soon they eme~:ged ae • powe~l .,cial gmup in tbe 

Panjc.87 Aitcblaon, the U.utaaant-aovermr of tie 

Penjeb, opened a •Cbtef•e College•, at l.abom tD e~cats 

the •• of tbe lelu1a4 al'iatDcrecy. 

lt is not clear what Ahluwalia Smpllea by •loweJ:" 

gnde of Sikll feudal', to whom ba writss tb9 Bd.tlsb 

ganted lameSa in tOnh-west Panjeb. L&7lt1s in N:u:tb

west:. Per,jeb we&e 1'10t gnnted to any Sikh f.eudala but 

m1&Ue peasants f.mm central Panjeb, wh:> did lD~ own 

eubetantial l'Dldinga. 38 He bas wmngly ateted that 

Bhal Vir S1ngb in the p~faoa to B13AX Sipg}J eXtol:ta the 

s S.kl'w to be loyal to the Britieb. Them Ia m such 

.r:ofemnoe. Abluwalia•s mmScal peziiu.mance mmirAe one 

o£ sea.ncbo Penza Ul~g at tbe wind mille. 

37. Fol: c1etaUa eee :ran Jobnato~a xeu, "rhe Penjab 
Pmvinca and t18 Lal~J:e D1at..r:1et 1B49-72t A case 
study of BJ:f.tiah Cblonlal Rule an4 Social c:taancJe•·. 
~Ubllebe4 Ph.D. dlesertetSon, unlwnlty of 
M~ta. 1915, PP• 258-80. 

sa. Hitna<ld. Bamrjee. ~F.IEUD §9s;iev of $1!9 {'Un~u--
1842-1201 unpublis d Pl\.D. dlssertat.icn, 
·U'n1ven1ty of calcutta, 1916, PP• 2e-ss. 
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A decade back, a Russian MeJOdat seml~9 

wmte e compl'ehenaive histcu:y o! Punjebi llteratuxe. 

His woa:k bae a brief aect»n on Bbal Vi~ Singh. 

Accomt.ng to lWn the main puJ:pOse of Vir Singh's 

wd.tt.ngs wae ~ ab:>w tbc gmatmsa of Sikh religion 

aDd fbr tlWJ mlaston be offeted his entim Utenl'Y 

gen1Wh l4ke ee.rlter czoS.ttcs1 sembJ:yakov cd.t.tcises 

Bbel Vir Singh !or h1e co14 Uee=ent. of tte O!)ntempo

ruy aocio-politlcal dewlopnent and being obsessed 

with the pest. 

Lltentum is e part of t.be total c::ultu&e enc1 

like C\llture cermot be memly ittentUied in tezrns of 

Cl\lde and mechaniatlc clase analyaS. - especlelly 

wben tm essumptSons bebJ.nd such studies am fallaoiou. 

end e.m IDt establS.SbecS. Tba •salting paradigm 

collapses like a bouse of caJ:U. Tbe Macd.an uadl~ton 

within Zndle baa maae m se2r1oue attempt to undentanCl 

tbe cultural eS.tuatton in a colonial per.iod and haw 

iDStead concentr:ated on Cledl&cln; tie class affiliatSons 

o i Bha1 vir Singh •s writings, e linkage which even 

when estebliahecJ, *>es DDt explain the eocf.al pmoesses 
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of which llteratw:e 1a a part. Bba1 Vlr Singh wes not 

manufacturing t&!ologkc and mr was b.l a nes:e class 

repm.entatlve • a pmpagandiet. such ecommlstlc 

equat.:loftl u1tS!Mta1y ~educe lits:atum to a mem 

gmrntek, a mctu.ntant activity. !f Indian Meccieta bave 

to make any valuable g,ntdbltJon to litenJ:Y cr1ticisft'1 

tboy mwtt steer out of tbeu wlgar- rmor!ngs. 40 

0 • 



CHAPTER V 

As a novelist Bhal Vir Singh prObed into the social 

needs of his co-religionists end provided his personal 

prescriptions for their social afflictions. He articu

lated in his novels e symbolic universe which would 

provide to the lay Sikhs and the readers of his novels. 

the code for deciphiring the social reality. which they 

actively established and perceived. By creating a 

mythology out of the Sikh experience 1n the eighteenth 

century. Vlr Singh sought to supply o Golden Age model 

for human behaviour and social relationehips. 1 such a 

paradigm. if accepted. would guarantee its diciples, with 

a life saving manual. which charta out the purpose, value 

end clirection of human life. 2 

Evidently man wants to be more then just h~self. 

He wants to be a whole man. He is not setis£1e4 with 

being a separate indivlduelJ out of the partiality of hls 

incSividual life he strives towards a fullness that he 

senses and demands. towards a fullness of life of which 

1. For the use of religion as an ideological force see 
Stephan Feuchtwang. -xnvestigatlng Religion-. ln 
Maurice Bloch ed. ~g1§L$;tJ.Xmt' ID4 Sapi§ 
Anthropology (Londona 1975 • pp.61-82. 

2. The value of literature in conclu41ng life is 
elaborated ln Monroe Berger. R~ ~.~lmiiin~ 
WQ~9'' Tht N2XJ1 and SSSJil Ss !DQI Cambridgea 
l9 • pp.187-213. 
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1nd1v1dv.ality with all its l.imiea~ions cheats hila. towards 

a more comprehensible.. a more J~·~ iiOrld. e world that 

makes sense. He rebels against bevinCiJ to consume himself 

within the confines of his own life, within the transient. 

chance limits of his own personality. He wants to refer 

to something thet is mo.re than • X •, something outside 

himself and yet essential to h~self. He lon;s to absorb 

the aurround1ng world and make it hla own. to unite his 

limited 'I • with • comunal existence, to make hb 

1nd1v1dual1ty aoc1al. 3 

If it ware man •s nature to be more than en indlvld.ual, 

thia desire would be incomprehensible and senseless, for as 

an individual he would than be a wbolea he would be all 

that be was capable of being. Han 'a desire to be increased 

and supplemented indicates that he ia more than an individual. 

He feels that he can attain wholeness only if he takes 

posseeaion of the experiences of others that might 

potentially be his own. Yet what a man apprehends as his 

potential includes everything that humanity as 1 whole 1s 

capable of. Literature is the indispensable means for his 

merging of the individual with the whole. It reflects his 

infinite capacity for association, for sharing exPeriences 

3. Maxim Gorky • .P.n LttJaJi..KI (Moscow. n. d.) PP• 71•95. 
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and idea& 4 Bhai Vir Singh sketched out practical illue

trations of t.his literary p~radigm in his novels. His 

characters were the social types. which every Sikh ought 

to be. if he deaired happiness and eternal bliae. 

Bbei Vir Singh •s reference point is not the ~cll.• 

viduel but the Sikh commun1ty. 5 Each moment of human life. 

to be frUitf\llly spent. ought to be devoted to the service 

of the community. No effort for an individual identity 

or exploration is to be made only a communal identity 

should be ascribed. Human misery end dilemmas in Bhai Vir 

Singh •a characters stem o\lt of their lack of faith 1n God. 

Tbe suggested cure lies ln a staunch belief in GoeS. 

constantly invoking hie name to surmount. all problems and 

live according to the ideals of the Sikh religion. 

Bhai Vir Singh is not willing to make man the 

determining factor in shaping his future. It ls for God 

to decide and sanction this future. Clesrly Bhai Vir Singh 

is dbsessed by God end religion and he wants his readers 

to accept the same milestones for their lives. Social 

reality and social differentiation for Bhai Vir Singh are 

-
4. Ralph Pox, :£.,he ~s.YU Jns!.Sihs ,Paoe1g (London&1948) PP• 37-38. 

s. This point ls fundament~l to ell his four novelsa 
!iPSari (Amritsara 1972)1 ~1iay §ipsb (Amritssr& 1970)1 ief'" ~ (Amritsara 19 7 and 9ahA.l!IY9lt .s.Jgah 

tsar• 197o). 
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only the reality of religion and the differentiation 

based on religion. He explains the evaluation of Punjab! 

society through a fourfold religious divlslona Sikh. MUsl~ 

Hindu and Christ1an.6 In all his four novels he strives 

for this communal different1at1on. 6 

Basic to Bhai Vir Singh•a characters. was their 

effort to practise their religion and maintain their 

ldtmtity lnspite of social, emotional and economic diffi

culties. Islamic persecution made them even more staunch 

in their faith. Even the threat of death. would not 

make them renounce their religion. They left the riches 

end comforts of home. to wander end starve 1n unknown 

jungles. Their strength and vigour flows out of their 

total faith ln the teachings of the Sikh Gurue. They 

practice the s lkh trinity of .!Is• .2!9 and }IUD• 

Egalitarian in their eoc1al org~niz~t!on, they are free 

from the inequalities of caste. Among them, there ls no 

high or low b~· They help e8Ch other at time of trouble. 

Wealth and food ls shared for the welfare of all. They 

have a community kitchen. Women enjoy the eame position 

as men. Tble utopian rendering of the pest. was to 

encourage the Sikhs. to live according to the tenets of 

their faith and enulate the life-styles of their forefathers. 

6. Ibid. 
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The moe~ essential factor in developing the unity of a 

community is a strong sense of communal identity. Emotional 

identification with the heroic characters in the world of 

imagination reinforce's hie audiences feelings •• Sikba. 

This hightening of a distinctive self-image is further 

implemented by the novelists allusions to the distinguish

ing features of Slkhl~ such as personal appearance, 

dress. external synbols of religion, specific rituals and 

helief 1n one, formless God. Direct sermons against some 

practices supposed to be essimll~ted from other rellglona 

are interspersed throughout the novels. Praising 

sundart•a adherence ~o the pure faith at the cost of her 

own terrible auffering, Bhai Vir Stngb markedly contrasts 

her with the •superstitions• Sikh women of his day a 

Look at yourself and see whether or not the 
decline of the Sikh nation is caused by your 
very awn handel Leaving yt:A~r God and your 
true Gw:ua, you worship stcnes, trees. idols. 
tombs end saints. Forgetting Sikh religion, 
you ~ ln another religion. Turning your 
•eck on the true Gurus you teach scneoneelse 's 
religion to your offspring too. Your children 
will grow to be half baked like you • Slkb on 
the head. Brahmin around the neck and Muslim 
below ~be waist. 7 

Qulte clearly the objective here is identical to 

that found ln the polemics of the same period. such as 

Kahn Singh '• J!lm H1n4u NJbiD• 8 nesidas raising • n• 

7. Vir Slngb, syg~of1• p.11. 

a. lCa'hn Singh, !!fLU !JJ.ndu NltWJ (Amrltsttra 1972). 
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consciousness ebout Sikh existence as a separate comnunity. 

these novels provided an impetus for organization by re

collecting tbe unity and well knit communal life style of 

the Sikhs in the eighteenth century. Just ee important 

for arousing sectarian feelings is the manner ln which the 

Muslims en4 Hindus ere portrayed. The latter group ere 

often selfish and cowardly. nevertheless, the Sikhs 

became the Hindus • courageous end selfless saviours. As 

a consequence. the present attitude towar4e Hindus is 

one of contempt en~ anger for their ingratitude. Anger 

is directed against the Muslims owing to oppression, 

therefore they are portraye4 aa brutal and treacherous. 

In contrast to the Sikhs. the *slime in Bhai Vir 

Sln;h'• novels ere the arch-villains of history. They ere 

portrayecS 11s peweE-hungry, drunkards, lecherous men, who 

have no humanistic ldeels of life. All finer qualities 

of llfe seem to be e monopoly of the Slkhe. The follsllma 

want to enforce their rell~ion on unwllllng people. 

especially Sikhs. They ~rison, torture, punish and kill 

Sikh men. women end children for practising their fat~ 

After reeding Bhet Vir Singh's first three novels, S9D41£1, 

Di'U §lDAb and !aSi.\iiDS !Stir• it appears that the elgbteenth 

century State had no other purpose, except for enforcing 

Islam. 'ftte Muslim rulers ere b wicked chiefly because 

they ere bent. on destroying the symbOls of the Sikh 
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religion. Owing to their wickedness, they are invariably 

defeated by the pious Khalsa. 

Fundamentally these novels attempt to foster 

communal self-awerenesa, confidence, pride and aspirations 

for improvement among the Sikhs bY recalling their heroic 

heritage. They vindicate a present historical role and 

~ggeet a tu~ure. The descriptions of the role of the 

Kh~lsa in the days of the MUghal rule, for instance, are 

supposed to be quite precise. Bhai Vir Singh cites tha 

'hen standard authorities on Punj~b history repeatedly 

in order to document elgniflcent points 1n his novels. 9 

Yet, the historical accuracy is superficial as the 

author 'a purpose introduces a serious bias into his treat

ment of historical materiel, which distorts his portrayal· 

of the Sikhe • character and achiwement. 'ftle tr:ue natun 

of their mlsaicn appears again end again ln the novele 

but the author never makes it his primary concern. By 

rationalizing the superiority of the Sikhs to Hindus and 

Musl Sms, the conmunity becomes ot.. greater importance than 

lte mission. Sham Singh. a protagonist of Bbai Vir Singh 

says a 

This house of 0\U:'s is not sectarian. DOC' do we 
bear enemlty towards enyone. Be one HlncSu or 

9. For 8ha1 Vlr Singh•a effort to have a historical 
approach in his novel• s~ KS.rpal Singh, .-Historical 
S1gn1f1cance of Sundar!, Bijay Singh and Satwant Kaur•. 
1n Ibl P§!lj~b Po& .I.'S P£t§JJ)t.• Vol.VI. No.12, 
October, 19 2, pp.313-320• 
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Muslim our true Gurus hed no enmity for either. 
All mankind is equal 1n our eyes. Our sole aim 
ls to destroy injustice and to provide full 
measure in dealings. Our purpose is to straighten 
the tyrannical rulers of today. To set them 
streigbt le to root OQt oppresa1on.10 

The humanistic conmitment expressed in such 

avowals does not accord with· sectarian aims. Justifying 

their existence as ~ar41ens of justice for ell, they 

cannot be a completely self-contained group. Because tbe 

tenor of the author's time was separatism, the commitment 

of guardianship in the novels is particularly devoid of 

meaning. Hence instetd of emphasising the t1ea that bind 

the Sikhs to othere, the novels actually set the Slkhe 

apart on the besla of t.he1r superior ideals. Tl'aere 1a far 

too li~tle respect for the dignity of non-Sikhs to indicate 

any serious universal concern. To repeat, nearly all 

Muslims are wicked and wbUe the Hindus too are oppressed, 

it is their own cowardice, Jree4 and servility that ls t.o 

blame. 

The novelists sectarien attitude also colours his 

v1w of whet. 1s signlflcant in the Sikh experience. He 

attributes their streng~h of character to formal aspects 

of &lkhlem, rltuelizlng the essential procese involved 

til &.king the S1Jcba a social factor 1n Punjab. Bha1 Vir 

stngb ccnce1ves the foJ:IIlal adoption of S1Jcb1em iteelf as 
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a means Of transforming • person. no matter how timid 

and weak. 1n~o a fearless warrior. For exemplea •Earlier. 

this Khatri wae an ordinary weak and pallid looking town 

dweller • • • Then taking Ami: ita. he became extremely 

strong ana valorouS~.11 

Satisfied by appearance rather than the essence 

Bhai Vir Singh '• novel a became shallow homilies on Sikhism 

replete wl~h moral1z1n; dlscoursea. Both characterization 

en4 action are extremely unreelisttc. not for went of 

documentation but because of the idealization of the 

effects of S1Jchiam. Par instance. then is • episode 1n 

61121 !IJHdh SSlJsb• where the reeding of the Sikh scripture 

leade to the desired Objective of stopping incessant ra1n

fell.12 Bhal Vlr Singh seea e universal corruption. which 

aecordino to him could only be checked through trUe 

religion. which ln tble case would be Sikhism. 13 Any 

writing based on such premlsea would produce cberacteJ:W 

who are aiftgul.u. black end white !magee. Bha1 Vir Singh 'a 

charecters are no exception. There ere no other shades 

inbetween the extremes to express or develop the personal1~y 

of the characters. The virtuous ere fUll of goodness and 

11. ~·· p.,7. 

12• Vir Singh, .blal. Npdb SJnqb• P.28. 

13. ~·· p.33. 
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three dimensional cheractere. A change of heart occure 

only because of re119lou.s conslc!erationa end that also 

on beCOIDlng • Sikh, never as a *alill. Hindu or ~a 

Samajlet. Characterization 1e over. a-1mpllf1e4 anc! 

lacking !n an ability t.o pertray those lndtv1cSual attr£

bUtes which ere the esaence o£ men ana wblcb 41 sttnguleh 

them from other men. Deecrlptions too tend to be utf... 

f1ca1 ancS the novels themselves are weak 1n structure. 

The structural veaknesa baa led soa.e .cholare to quest:ion 

~~~;.NJMQbullDgb't genric qualification to be classed •• 

a novel. 14 

Sundarl, the heroine of Bhal Vir Singh •s fir~ 

novel. vas born as surastl ln the family of • Hindu 

Khatri. Shaman. On daa aueplclous clay of ber marriage 

she was abducted by • high ranking MUghal official. Later 

abo vas reacv.e4 from the clutches of the bllghals by be 

heroic brother Balwant S!nclb. who bed conve~ed to 

Sikb18ftl and llvec! 1n the jungles, defying the Mugbal 

pereecutora. Now bOth brother ancS slater J oln han4s in 

thelr stru;gle against MUghele. But ln one of the flghta. 

both of them are captured by t.he troops of • M&.tghal 

Nawab, who wenta to c:onveit Balwant. Singh to Islam an4 

have suraati for hla biEI• They are awed from t.hla 

14. Gurcharan Singh. "Galpkar Bbai Vir Singh" • PMP1fth1 
RMnixa• vol. Il:I1 No.6 (August 1952). PP. 21-39. 
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cl1ehoaour by Shu Singh, who leads the JBl\1 to which 

Balwant Sin;b beloagect. Back in the jungles. surastt 1e 

bapt1u4 eccordtng to t.he s lkh rites ancS ehe ia tran.

formed into • heroic womlfta Sunder!. Twice more she was 

to be capture<! by lta;hela. but both timea her brave Sikh 

bnthuft were to liberate her. She t.akee part in various 

campaigns and because of her help to e Hinc!u Khatri 1n 

recovering hie wife and wealth from the MUghele, the 

gratefUl couple converta to &lkb~ 

Militanil 1\rya Samaj ieta raay go on cla1m1ng that 

ll!sh• Hipdu UIID (Sikbe are Hlndua), bU~ for Bbai Vir 

Singh it wee Hindue who hacl convexted t.o Sikbtam end then 

lived with honour, courage. strength and hope. It waa 

thtt Slkb baptizing which liberated them and endowecl 

them with qualities of supermen. 'l'he hero of Bbal Vir 

Singh •a aecon4 novel. Bljay Singh. was a convert fc-om 

Hlndulent. Imprea..S by tbe deeds ancS valo\11' of the Sikhs 

he accepted Slkh baptlzatlon ana renounce4 bla old nemea 

Rena Lal. He and his wife. SgahU Kaur. on nwaeroua 

occasions. outwltt t.be Mughels and succeed in maln~atnlng 

thell" 'unique • identity - a quality which Bhei Vir Singh 

•o much deelre4 the contemporary Sikhs ~o emulate. Even 

tbe threat ot ~eath could not make B1Jay Slngb and su~hil 

Keur to renounce their faith ln Sikblam. Setwant Kaur. 

the heroine of Bhal Vir Si129h 's thlr:d novel. is enel.aved 

during an lnves1on of Ahmed Shah Durranl and taken to 



Kabul. Here she faces a grim struggle for eur:vival. but 

as • typical Bhal Vir Singh character she comes out 

tr1WJtPbant and 1n the end •anages to reech Amrltsar. 

without any harm. Once again. ln this novel. there la 

en.cte4 the Sikh ceremony of baP'lzSng. and ~ha 10\an 

beCOII88 Alanbe &1ngb. 

BMl Vir Singh 'a aecter1anlsm ls most apparent in 

the novel 1n whtch he purports to describe the contempo. 

rur Sikh community. 'l'ba fUll title Of the novel SYJ:?bfll 

Ji Dl S!;Klbar Jf5hjD .Dillll Rf.Wib s&m~b- S.e. The reform of 

SUbhag ji by Naudh Singh suggests its proselytizing na~ure. 

It ia e long ponderous novel in two parte. 'ftle first part 

is melnly devoted to showing the infalliblllty of Slkhl .. 

as a way of life, the second ls mainly a lltan.y. cul.raJ,. 

natlng ln the mystical experience o! SUbbag. a woman 

converted to Slkhlam by Babe Naw!b Singh. the major prota

gon!-. '!be aettlng S.s • village. a modern conununlty 

living happily under the tutelage of Beba Naudh Singh. 

Presumebly the secret of their happiness ls ~heir 81Sberece 

to the prlnc1plee of S1kb1am altbough the asalm11et1on of 

some modern ideas b also partly responsible. fhey led 

simple and pious lives. Sy herd work. sCNnd methods of 

cul~lvation. cleanliness. chaste living. fruoallty. 

freedom from avarice ard mutuel concern and cooperation. 

they bMHt crutecS an 14yll1c way of life. 
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PrOblema arlse when any of these principles are 

transgressed. Nee41eaa to say, the main threat to the 

internal hiU'IftQfty of thla coomunlty cornea from otber 

re11;ioua groups, the Hind\as, tbe Muslims, the Christians, 

all attempting to increase their f.nd1v14ual influence 

~nd power at expense of others. In time preachers Of ell 

alien religions come to preach in the village but under 

the leadership of the Baba. t.he faith of the villagers 

rema1ne unshakable. Instead, all tbe non-Sikh preachers 

exce~ the Cbr1st1en missionary ar6 themsel vee converted 

to S!tchtam. Ewn an atheist barrteter, Madho Dee, efter 

having met with an accident and 8\lbseQUently nuree<S ln 

Neudh Singh •a hO\lse la ao IIIJCh convinced regerdlng t.he 

verity of Slkblam thn he act hls wife convert to Sikhism. 15 

The open competlt:1on among the different rellgloaa 

connunlt.1es ia acconapanl.S by a tacit, yet eager, accept

ance of Br1t1ah rule. The protection provided by thla 

rule is viewed as an oppoxt\Ullty fOC' self-determination 

an4 growth. But the contracS1ct1on inherent in this new 

form of dependancy frequently manifests itself. Aa a 

point of fact. the Sikh desire for self-determination 

conflicts with British int.eresu. The empbasls on t.he 

need for self-sufficiency of ehe village corrrnunS.ty is 

a -- -
15. For details on thla incident see V1r Singh. 

llbO Ngh.§&Pgb- chapter xr~. 
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lymptomattc of an ~ttempt to circumvent this conflict. 

Somewha~ par.Soxically. the novel stresae• the value of 

remaining aloof from the centres of govenunent control. 

Ll~i9a~1on for example 1a an evil not only because lt 

creetea bad feelings among fellow villagers but also 

beca\lee it involves tbem with government machinery. ODe 

c&~ot help feeling such influences are complicated by 

their agents' proximity to the centres of power. Though 

Babe Ma\I!Sh Singh ad hls faction are nev~r defeated. one 

cannot but notice the ccmtrtve<l nature of their trl~b. 

There is e real contradlc::tlon between their aspiration• 

an4 their ckcwastance• At. times the Babe aeea the world 

clotting ln on blm. aometJ.mes be complains in utter hope

lesaneea why •are we not left alone"116 Yet the essential 

prdbla. 1• glosae4 over for several reaaona. 

l'irstly. it ls n~ aeen aa arldng from ~ srttlsh 

control of India but from the irreapons1b11lty of .oattend 

lnd1v1duals. e.g. Christian m1ss1oner1es. the Western 

trained barrister who recklessly run• over • village 

ch!Wd17 or the young man educated 1n ehe new ey~ wbo 

obtalna a governmeDt. job only t.o UM hla poe1~1on t.o help 

hie family at the expense of othera. 18 secondly. thet the 

------------·----·--
16. ~·· p.36. 

11. Jbia•• p.so. 
18 • I}? Ash • P• PO• 
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author wishes to eetSbll•h a utopian republic independent 

of all outa14e con~ ~nd contact. Such wishfUl th~ 

ing bee no correspondence v1th reality. Admlnletratlve 

intervention by government authorltlas c., be minimized 

only by accepting the l.tsdtationa on the posa1billtlee of 

self-determination. Even the beet civlo-c:onctuct c:ennot 

nullify the presaurea of outside domination and inter

vention. Even atOre fer-r.achiftg are the economic end 

cultural forces released by colonl•ll.a that penetrated 

all faceta of the in41genous way of life. soma cultural 

conflict seem~ 1nev1t8ble since Baba Naudb Singh mi.

trusts all 0\1ts1<le influences. even new beverages auch 

ae Soda water. It ie bla CODtfmtlon that ~e new educa

tion undermines the old values of salfleeanesa. What he 

considers t.o be the self-righteous errogance of the 

Chr1dlan preachers is aapecially damaging. Ultimately 

the conflict. ls reaolve4 by making •Pir1tuel f\&lfll.ment 

tbe only vor\mwhlle en4 of llfa. 19 By virt.ua of ita 

very nature that 8PlritualitY cannot be tlwarte<S by 

worldly 1mpe4ilaents. tttua since tbe Britlab regime 

ensures complete religious freedont. an illusion of 

complete political freactoaa is creat.S. 'Dle Br1 tish 

regitae •a creation of a lWt.ed nUftber of opport.unitiee 

leecSe Vlr Singh t:o believe 1n unllmitecS posslb111ties 

tor all. Hence the British r.aglnae is por~aye4 .. 

. ..• ----
19. .Ba&Q• • P• 33. 
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providing tbe freedom an4 opportunity for complete materiel 

and spirituel fUlfilment for all. Yet. inapite of these 

contr'a4ictiona underlying tbe facile optimlem and exhor

tations of Bhei Vir S1ngb •e novels. .. DNst not c11smls• 

th• ee 1nconsequentiel. 

The quest for tbe S.t.kb WaiMJlsshfss 1n which both 

the Singh S*bhe and 8he1 Vir Singh participated together. 

twmtd • Ml circle with Bhai Vir Singh •• last novel -

J.t'bA .Nili\UIJWl. He ie coavlnced that like hle erobetypea. 

the SUche could now stand on fkm ground and face the 

'difficult s1tuet1on'. A~er flnlehlng Pert IX of 

IJ!ar.a !Silt 1ft 1929 he doea not wrltA ~7 other novel for 

the next t.h!~y one yeers. I~ is s19ftlf1can~ t.hK by t.bla 

ttlle ~ lc!eology Of the Singh Sebhe ls replec.S by the 

Akalia. One c• only speculate en the colncldence that 

Dhal Vir Slngh'a career ae • novellet encS the Singb Sebha 's 

dlr~ elan over the Sllcbs ca• to an eft4 e.t..ltaneouely. 

Any lnt.erpre1utt1on which t.reata Viz' Singh's novels 

es either epologlee for ~· British rule or ehe~ olasa 

propagende ls que-1onable. Alao at this eta9e he la not 

inspired bY any llcerary ideals or zeal fOr writing history. 

He does not. deliver any message for the eeeablishment Of 

~he SUch E'\lle. Thougb he writes Of t.he past and myeticlsm. 

he ie firnlly rooted ln the presen~ Hls cbaracter• iD 
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accordance with the dbjec:tivee of the Singh Sabha ere 

Cath~lsed only after their conversion to Sikhism, either 

from H.t.n~utsm or lalam. He seems tto dU'lve • vtc:arloua 

pleasure throUgh hia converelons. H1a ideal Slkba wen 

created n a social cost • by denying bOth the religion 

encS lncSlvlduallty of a Hindu OC" a HuslS.. His social 

harmony was only possible in e Sikh ut:opia • where every

one hac! CODverte4 ~ S1Jch1am. Bbal Vir Singh 'e me•suring 

rod of good was only onea S~b ideals. 

Even a supe~flclal re~lng of Vir Singh's novele 

lmnae41ately r:alsee one QUestion• why 1• there so INCh 

emphasis on apk1t\lali811 and re11Qlon7 Bach relatlcnehlp. 

each development. each lndlvldual fUncolon• only ln context 

of rellgloft. Prca beginning to en4 the only purpose of 

llfe seems ~be the ac::hlevemen~ of a pure state of 

rellgton. Probably what v.I. Lenin bed to sey abOUt Leo 

Tolstoy •s work e. may also exPlain Vir Slagh 'a extraordinary 

stresa on aattere aplrltuel end re11gloua. 

P•ssimleaa. non-reslstanc:e, appeals to the spirit 
oonscttute an ldeolo;y inevitable ln an epoch when 
the whole of the old order haa turned upside down. 
and vhe the IMs"•• who have baen brought up 
under this olt! or:"du, vho 11Dblbed wltb their mother's 
milk the principles. the b-.,lts. the traditlona and 
beliefs of this oz:d.-. do not and cannot. see wha" 
kind of • n• order is taking ehape# what social 
forces are shaping it and hew. vha~ social forcea 
are capable of bringing release frcm the Sncalculable 
and exceptlonelly acute distresa that ls character1stlc 
Of epochs of uphewal. 20 

··-
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The period of 1849-1930 was just. such a perioc! of 

change if not upheavel 1n Punjab, a perlocl 1n which, before 

everyone • e eyes, certain el8Dients Of the old order d1 .. 

sol vee!# never to be rest.or.S, a nav syatem was taking 

shape, whose contradict.lone manifested very soon. Bhai 

Vlr Singh and many among cbe class to whtcb he belongeda 

the .-ryonlc middle class, saw no oleu solution to their 

problema. 21 They wen not even clear ebout the face of 

the new wcw14-celon1a11811-whJ.cb was talclrlo ahape before 

th-. IhateacS of looking into the Objective eltuRlon and 

f1ncSlng out concrete aolutions, caeny like Vir Singh toolc 

to religion end saw m the or:gaD1zatlon of • religious 

consc1ouanesa the panacea to their problema. In • stag

nant urban economy, c:cmmunalieta albeit as a false conso1oue

nesa we• • way out. Prof. Bipan Chan<ka haa eonnented on 

the phenomena ln a fortbccaing book& "Entire groups encl 

stl'ata wen b01'1l and developed who waoted weal tb md power 

and who had no tradition CIC' values which could deter them 

from following any enc! every means for acq\!Uing them. 

Yet the aoc1al existence and ambitions of mos~ of them 

were destined to be frustrated. 'lbls social mUteu without 

veluee an4 fUll ot fcustrat1on was ideally conducive t.o 

irrational phUosophies ancS tdealogles# movements of hate 

21. Por background •• Kenneth w. Jones, !Jx• DMI 
(New Delhi 1 1976). 
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and feu. crass 1nd1v14ua1 strivings. end the setting of 

one group against enother•. 22 

The features which are conmon e.o the novels of Bhai 

Vir Singh • the religious moralistic scenario, uniform 

chorecterizet!on. weak structure ancJ the worship of e 

specific past. in this case Sikh • wen coamon to the 

early novelists of all major Jftd.S.an lan;uaoeal Hin41, 

Bengali. Urdu, Marath1 ancJ Tamil. A comparlaon with the 

first novel ln Bengali. ~'all£ GbKS Dplal (1858) by 

PyarlchancJ Mitra would not be out of place. T.w. Clark 

writes of it • .,..'l'he structure of the novel bears the marks 

of its nr1alize4 origin. It ls a series of episodes 

which follow one &nother in ctu:ODological sequence •••• 

XC ls ln the portrayal Of the character that the novel le 

weakest. All the persons are elt.her bl.ck or white. The 

majority. including ~he bero. are bad without r.Seeallng 

fea~e• ••• The r:ema1n11l9 few ••• are unbelievably 

virtuoua•. 23 

A stl"iktng feature of narrative prose writing on 

hlst.orlcel aubjects ••• bero-vorahlp, the a4mlretion of 

greet warriors from In<Siea past. 24 The wus between 

Rajpu~ tc1nge and jmper1al M\lalila power. which later f<ND4 

--·--------·--
23. T.w. Cluk. •san;all Prose P1~1on upto Benklm Chen&ra•. 

1n T.W. Clerk ecS • .'J:b.a N~ IpsJUI Ig 13US!\ d 
DJIYdmxBIPS (London a 1970 PP• 38-39. 

2•• T.W. Clerk. lbt !StxiLJA. ~'• PelS. 
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extensive expresaion in Hindi works. wee first treated in 

the novels ot BenJd.mchandra Chatterj 1. vhoae 9.irsf.u.sm41AJ 
was pabllshe4 ift 1865. 1ft his later newels Chaterj1 fre

quendy c-. beck to the Hindu-Muslim theme an4 lost no 

opportunity to •Uify hle Joa~eliln obar:actera. He represented 

the Masl!m eoldiere ee peltroen e. 

In 1896 there appeerect J ID e Hindi novel bY Kut.tik 

Prasad KMt~:i. 25 The hftojne ot ~be novel Jeya ls betro

thed to a Rajput:. princess who is coveted bY the 1-laelila 

auzer1an Ala.-Ud-din. 11\e aarreti ve of a hundred end fifty 

pages detalle her variO\le advencures as the prize of the 

esQing Rajp\&1>~1illl stl:uggle and conclwiea vlth her 

happy marriage to her Rajput flaDC:e. In ~he novel the 

RejpUte Of tbe pas~ ue preaent.J ae nd)le Gd .sntkable 

f19Ur••• but. there ie little of the historical ramanticiem 

of the kind va see in Welter Scott. If tbe Rejputa of the 

novel ana 8C1mlreble. it ie ae nuch beCause ~Y serve •• 

modele of tradlt:.icoa1 fiiftdu virhe ae recognlze4 In the 

eut.hcx-'e tt.e •• beCause they eyabOllze • glorlCNa Jflndu 

pest.. Jayae vl&tue recalls that Of Site in ~· Ramayana 

not ~he f--. of any historical ReJpQt ~nces•• In contras~ 

t.he M\ls11ms are frequently deacrlW •• IDIDII ar barbarians. 

In cont-rast. DR£1 EJoun~l• an Urdu novel bY Abdul Hallm 

------ ... 
25• &l~1o P• 110• 
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Sharar. which was first pUb11sbe4 serially from 1893 and 

appe8re<l ln book fOITD 1n 1899, had es its b•eic th- • 

the portrayel of the glorious past of Isl• an4 of tbe 

greet superiari\y Of JSlamic civi11zetlon in ita heyday 

over that of ccmtempor:ey (eepeclelly Cbl'isti•n) paver• 2e 

A comparison wi~h other contem~ary novelists shows 

that Shai Vir Singh was by no means a unique writer. both 

1n the fozm an<1 cont.eot of hie novela. In fact he aee!Q 

to be hew11y iftflueneed by the early novels ln Bengali. 

Urdu and KSncU,, which were available 1n trmslatlon•• 

InsteecS of looking for the impact of Walter Scot.t 's wr1t1nga 

on Bha1 Vir Singh, ve shoulct be uablng out the linkage• 

beween the varlou• incSian languages. Only e cultural 

unCius1;and1ng of colonia1181ft and ita 41ff\lelon can explain 

the aat1AI!'e of tha novels written in ninne.-nth cast r:y 

In41e. Novels like t;hoee of Bha1 Vir Singh also beceme • 

pcwerf\1.1 mecU.wa for c:ultval defance.On one enCI they wen 

a warnlftg to their readers. not to ape ell that came &om 

~·West ccS on ~· ot.her 81d ~ey str:uck • note of 

optlmt• by rem1ncUng ~- Indians t.oo hac! their moaaenta 

of glory. B\l~ the proc:esa through which ~hie •sa~ waa 

del1verecS was highly ael~tve. Ie made use of a panic\llar 

--·----------------26. Ralp R\1Ssa11, "The Development of the Modern Novel in 
Uxdu." in T.w. Clark. ARJpiJ;. p.123. 
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past - that of s Hindu, a M\aelt.an a Sikh. In the 

8bsence of any pas~ nationalistic consciousness. the novelists 

must have fount! it diffkult to develop themes Of composite 

culture. Even e highly consc1~a natlona11et1c leadu-

shlp naade use of nligloaa,. cultural a}'Qbols for ntasa 

nadbilizetlon. If TileJcs Ganpati and Sbivaj i festivals 

e:;>pealed to the Hindus 1n Hahuashtra. the novels of Vir 

Singh largely appealed the Sikhs. The encS reault in both 

casee was that people who part1c1pate4 developed e emoticnal 

linkage with a specific past. which at times would 1'\lft . 
counter to nationalistic aspira~1ona. A re.Ser of 'Bhal 

Vir Siogb•e novel writes• •1Venty five years back vhan I 

first read Sundar1 l had tears 1ft ray eyes. I cried end I 

wae ,al)Wid x!S!l. LIWiJlSI 9.L &tE.YlJlP, b.JJ.DJl satDmllli_.. ~ 27 

(empbasis ec!t!ecS). ~ vee euch feelings which could be 

harnessed for conmunel polltioa or even baear riots. 

21. Divan Singh KalapanS.. "Amar Punjab Patr Sundar!"• 
!»ntab1 DuoJ.xo• vo1.1~ No.9 (November& 1952) 
pp.l-·· 



Any chuacterizat1on of Vir Singh rnemly on basis 

of his mvels would be higbly SneCIOquate, misleading en4 

tenG9ntjoQS. The diventty of his own pea:aonellty, tb3 

varJegeted nawre of his wnt.ings, tOO axnplexl~ of his 

mU!eu, and~ p~ttem of literary writing 1n Dirstecnth 

centuxy Xnc11a Clefy aU efBoJ:ts to p1Qeenbole Mm, except 

for th! byperb)lic or ~ct1onist one. In all eucb cases, 

which <Jefy e~lictS.c compmmnsion, it Ss easy to fbcus 

on om eapect, miss t.m totality of an indlvlduel end seek 

soluttom 1n wom-out clkbes and p\lbllo met.ep!Dm. 

For a mxnent Vir Singh eppean to an outright 

corimunal.Set., the mxt noment he tums into a mystic in 

seaiOh of U\lt.b, God and tle blgber queUt1es of ll8a 

and tben be Cbne tbe mantle of e social xefoaner, wbo 

seeks to mdl.'eae ~ social evlla of PUnjebl eoc1et.y. 

At ~ outset bb vision aarmws Cbwn to b1s oo-mllglc

rdst.s and then b&r:Bts into vema wblcb calls fbr the 

essentlel W\lty of m~ at least. at tbe splrlt.uel level. 

xn bebfeen tbexe ls even a sprinkling of nationalism in 

bts poetry. 

It is Mt suxp.dslng, then, that Vlr Singh 

ewkea diffemnt jme.g!s ettOI19 cUfferent people. For b1s 
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actnf.xen be is m less than e God, for the academiclens 

diffident to queation establishecS o&'tbot.bxU.s m is e 

fatber ftgum wm glfted Punjeb1 with new tenma, .lttythns 

and metepll'at. For ceJ:taJ.o type of Ma~Xiate. be ia e 

eultw:al !)moke" wh:> sought to est.eblish tte begemony of 

tle sikh lendael anatocmcy. 1 Y~ if one was to isolate 

oM st.cend fmn tMs kaljecbacope, it woUla eb)ve an be 

his Image as an ~logue of tbe Singh Sebha novement. All 

his dJetort.Jons eaa corrplextttes, Q)ntftdict!one and 

my~~ter:tes, blemishes end suc:oeeses axe zooted Sn tbe Singh 

Sebba· A movement which 1tae1f had au the pfthdo_,s of 

Vi" Singh. Vir Singh•s liie is define" by the Singh Sabha 

end the Singh Sabbe Is defined by Vir: Singh. 2 Them !a m 

ot.btt wsy tD a>mpmbend and explein tbe per:ac:bxicel smnlgam 

of Q.)rmnunaliam enc1 bleated a~ of lunantsm. 

Both Vir Singh and the Singh Sabba in tb:1 CDntext 

of late nineteenth centw:y Punjab eea&:d1ed for meanings, 

iaantf.tles, <i!flnitiom and rules 1n too eontext. o£ tJoe 

1. For tm dlffe:mnt appmeches to tle mvels of Bbei Vir: 
s lngb see Cbapt.or -m • 

2. The r;elatJonshJ.p between the Singh Sebba aai Bbai Vir 
Singb ts discussed 1n Gande Singb, "~1 Vir Slngb 
and HSa 'l'.imea", !f~iRagj§~.Pji~~Afll J?aaeq\, Vol.VI, 
H). 12, October~ 9 2# PP• 24 -o. 
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Bttlt.Sah Wle. a To getter in tmil:' poaitktn es lea6em ttey 

bad to offer explanaUons end aolutjona for e ~mpl<Uy 

changing Punjab. i'J:an tm 181'99 af.lmedng cle.~&On of 

oompetin9 l'liJrMr.sbmWIIII nnging fbn that of BJ:e.lraD 

sanaj u. DaV Sanej ~Y cbooae to nly on Sikh ml.1gk)n, 

elbelt tbmugh tm1r own inte.tpmtat:lon of whet it rre&nt 

to ~ a Sikh. 'l't. etom-~ue of Sikh theology. hietoJ:Y 

and eca:Spt.ums was uans6:>zme4 by t!Jem into e W)Jid.ng 

lctaology which could easily explain any dUem:na fecaa 

by the Q)ntempoJ"UY Stkl'aea .celet.iombjp wl~h other 

Punjebie, att1t.u<1ee towards mw British influences. 

tbe need ibr a a:otber tongue or even 1Ue after ci:leth. 4 

a.&e S.Cieolo9Y i8 tbe &)'Stem of lct:tae and mp

zesentat.ions which Cbmilate tl1e mind of man or a social 

gmup. tou£8 Altbnseer 1D en tntluent.iel eaaay on 
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ideology writea • •all lcJeolocw npresente Sn its neceoaadly 

£magina&'Y disted:Son mt tbe existing telat1one of 

pmduct~n, but ebove all tbe ( Stneglnal'Y) telattonshjp C)f 

ln<lS.v14uels to the mlat.mm of pJ:Oductton el¥1 the ~la

tions tbet. derive £mm t!Bn. Whet is &eplUented in 

1$oloQY is. tbexefoa:e. not tbe eyatem of the mal mla

ttone which g,vem ~ exteten03 C)f indivi<luela, bat -tm 
Amaginacy nlatSons of tmee individuela to the mel 

~letma in wbich they live•. 5 Tm peculter pmpe~ 

of ideology le tm c:ete(pl'J of subject. Cbncmte Sndl

vidU.a~ think and act ln mlatton to the1r QOndl~Sons of 

existence by aeans of l<Jeologies. Ideolog!ee e10nstltute 

tbem u Sn41v14Qal or cx:>11ectiw aooiel aubjecta. 6 

!'. ·~!EB~~~i~·~~~.awt i}\I)QagRbY ftJI1 2b£.£SUD1 

6. on the pmoees of f.4eologlcal Sbzmation Engels wdi:es, 
•xaeolovr 18 a pmceas which 1s SndM4 acconq>.l!elec1 
GOnectously by the so-celled thinker. b1t it ia tbe 
wmng kind of consc!ousDtas. 'l'he mal ~tlw fb.t:Oe 
jropelling !din mmain enkmwn to ~ t.hlnker, otmr
wtae lt sjmply \Cul.d m~ !le en ideological pmcess. 
Henc::o. 1'e Smaglme false or Uluaiomu:y ltW)tlve 
folOaa. Because lt 4s a nttonal pmceas. te 
aerlveQ its fiu:m as well as its c»ntent fmm pw:e 
masenlng, eitbe~: b1s own or tbet of his pm<te
cessom. He works exclus iwly witb tmught meter:lel 
which~ e.ccepte wltlout exaninat.jon as something 
pmc:!Uced by zeasonf.ng end tbee mt t.nveat.lgate 
ful:tler mr: a ~:emte soun.-e Sndepentlant of r:eason1 
1ndee4 this £8 a matter of co\lrDG to hJro, because 
aU ~~n ie mecliete4 by tbought, lt. eppeen to 
hjm to :be ult.Slnat.ely beead on tmugbt.•. F. sn~ls 
let.ter: to Mehdng. bl-tc;t.o4 q,ea.aRQn~DQI (fl'.oecow, 
1979) • P• 434. 
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Tba ideology elaborated by Singh Sebhe end its lee03r

obip wee available to ell tb)se wb:> desir:ed lt, the landed 

JagJzdam, tb3 d.slng middle cleos, tbe peesenteJ:y P.nd the 

outcaste. AD lncxeestng numbeu: of S1kbe faxn tbeee classes 

or cutes eccepteo tbSs 1(8)Jogy. a lMge pes:t. of which tmy 

bad al&aady tnblriteel In tbe fom of ext.emel eymmls, e 

sb8le4 peat and c:xxtrrOn t.hditiom. 'l'mse wm accepted this 

iebology we= pmvidr!d vltb an ldant.lty, e eelf-Smaga al¥1 a 

Q)mfortable e)(l)lenatton to gl:'hp t.he aocial pmce~ in 

whlch t.bey wen participating. Bu.t tte success of the s 1ngh 

Sebbe'• .,J:'lcl v.taw, like t.bat of eny other aocto-ze1ig1ous 

•vement 1n tte IW1eteenth century India, dsl)ende4 on tb! 

c:~atonstntSon of lte mote being embedded in the Slkb 

peat.. VU: Singh eought to establish thu meclt.ation 

tlu:Dugh his wrf.tlnga, especially tbe mvels. 'typical o£ 

a myth. Vir singh•s mwls tn.ced out. tle mots of thSs 

WGrld-view and the besf.s of l~ et:emel velld1t.y ana 
success. But its adVantages would be for only tmse 

wm woUld fianl.Y mltl it. and mt budge en inch, just 

like Vlr Singb•e mejor c~ractona s~ Bljey s ingh, 

and Babe Neudb s ino.b• 'l'bie ~ firmly ebut tie Cbor to 

BnY competing world-view. at leest u far es ~ S!n9b 

sebba and Bbel Vll:' s~ wer.e concemed. Any 4Uutton 

of beliOf in its aaemclness would !)e secd11geous end 

its eifect.lvereaa would be <estm,ed. In that case too 

&odlv1duel was to blane. mt tbe efficacy of tm myth. 
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To fl.Ut'tber &fix the myth tbe Singh Sabl\8 and Vir Singh 

sought to p10v1ae the S1lcl18 with sepuete scmols, mllcges, 

oxgan1zattons, nawpepeJLa, llteratum, eCX>ranlc oppcu:tunt

ties, at¥1 aocial ~ass. By tM early 1900, them were 120 

Singb Sabia& spl'Gad all ova~ Punjab.? Embattbd the S1kbs 

CDulcl take on Arya Sanej, Allnedk:s, the ChriatJen 

miss tonaries encl even tbe Rej. Tbe -.eda of a cxmnunol 

identity wem eotm. Twet*teth centuxy Punjab pmvic!bil 

folt.ile soil tbr it a gmwt.b. 

Pmm our discuaston so far it would eppeer ~bat 

tb9.te is m d.ie~inctk»n between ~logy aDd llteratum. 

%none aea.e tbf.s 1s true. Between poor or medlo:ue 

1lteratuw end 1~logy tbam is r:o dlffexenoe. The foaner 

becomea e med1wo to atmngthen tbe letter's bold over 

1ndlvi&.usls or eociett.ea. bnediately the mvela of 

Jares Hadley Cbue or Hamld Rob1oa <*DO to my mind. 

These t.'wO axe wicely med aut.ma arong the English 

speaking youth w1tbln India. For th9 Hindi reading 

public we bava Gulaban A!lntla. All tmee autbom mn •t 

b:ilp us in penetll'atlng beyond~ ideology of boUJ:VE!Ois 

valUBa, but. on tbe oontraxy meke us uplm fb~ them end 

st.xuct.ure our ttought into a given il:anework. It is ln 



• 110 • 

~f.s se•e that we speak of poor llterauam and ideology 

be .P9 ejsnilar. 

on tte cxu&zouy •g,oa• 1lteratw:e bao the capacity 

to "lneke ua see, make us pe10el.ve, melee us feel something 

which alludes to aeellty ••• mekD us pe.r:oeive in sotre sense 

amm tre inside. by en tnternal distance tbe wry 

ideology in which tbey ere ~1c1•. 8 Even tmugb ideology 

pezcelatas to e:U <bmait18 of lunan activity, especially 

th:>ugbt and wl'1~1ng, t.be ))esls of P!)d aft Sa pncS.eely 

ln pmpoRJon to its 8bU1t.y to make us eee te}Ond a 

CbmJ.nant 14eology.9 lt 1s the tension between ideology 

and object.iw ~ality wblcb e g:tOc1 aa:tist aeeka to 

exploae and identify. The mvela of Bbal Vir Singh 

cb mt pedbnn such e teak end in that essential eense 

tlley a10 ideological. Instead of hlsing CGUeetions, 

tlv!Y pmvU1e eaaymaae enswera. 10 

MeDlen etudtes of Vir Singb•s wr1tlnvs tend to 

st•as tte class bmiS of b1s £~ion and l'Dl4 ldm to be 

e. louis AlthU&set:, ge, c;a., P• 204. 

g. on tb1e pmblem tteR ls a very aeteilecl eaaay by steve 
Bumiaten ena Cbrls weecbn, "Ideology, SubjectS.vlty and 
the Al'tiatlc Text", in Centn fbt: atntemporuy Studies, 
ed • • 9n Ig!gqy4 (london, 1978) , PP• 199-2C8. 

10. TbSs bas been disCNSSed in Cbap1ier v. 
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e. leaeling opokesmen of the dsclinin.g Jeglrdari class. 11 

He is sald to ~:epmaent. e feuclel etms, which put up a 

lest fight tbmugb his wl"itSngs. Such a madlng of V tr 

SSngb1e mveln is based on be fectom. FS.mtly, that. 

bt.o f~ton eougbt tm mvival of the peat ol\'t!r, wbS.eb 

was essentially feudal atw! Cbmlnated by Jeglrc1am. 

Se<DncU.Y • biB close associates, such es Sundar s !ngb 

Mejltble, we~e fmm tbe 1an<Je4 artatocJ:aCY• If auch a 

y~~-atlck was to be applied in Mamciat. eeethetlca, 

mw1Sets lf.ke Taletoy, \!Duld become mpmeentatlws of 

feudallsm. Bl.tt m one, rot even a wluar Mai:Xlat. 

t.l:ests Tolstoy tbat way. ewn ~ugb twa was e mr:n 

U'Ut.ocnt.. 12 

11. Fo&- instance, eee s.s. seldDn, .Jnlii V.£r.§&Dsh ta !lm 
dl X»g (IAldblana, 1962) • 

12. Am'Dlel Hauer, en inftuent.lel MeJ:xist. ut lllatorlan 
writes of t.ev Tolstoy, •~nsps.te of b1e pxoejudices 
end enoz:s, TolatDy apmeeftta an em.a:moua mwl
utjonary fbrce.. His fight. against t.l'e Use of t:be 
police stake and tbe cblr;ab, bJs enthusiasm ~r the 
a:mnunlty of the peaeentoJ:Y and tlte ex~JAta of his 
own life aze • • • • 8%1)1\9 ~ fe&ments whlc:b 
unclezmSaee the old eocteey ena pmmot'ed mt rre&ely 
tie Russian ewlutk>n bl& elao tm ent1-capltelist. 
aevolutSonas:y novement in tl1B wb:tle of Eul)!)pe•. 
118 iQ.Qill..HiciSPU...Ai AC, Vol. W, (lon<b~ 1977) , 
P• 152. 
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In tba nineteenth oent.ua:y lntU.a lt is 4:lfflcU1t to 

opente thmugh fU84 mncepte and categ,nse. Q).JonialJsm 

J:88UUctlamd ln<Uan eGcS.ty and it was e a:wrrton pmoeas 

tbat membal"a of tie adatl:)cmcy moved t.Dto ~ renks of tbe 

m1dclle•claes and staRed having similar esplntS.oas as tm 

embymnic ml&U.e-cleas. lf at all eny cleae enelyeea are 

to be made of Vir Singh's w&-ltf.ngs, one Wl)Uld aay that 

t.tey mpmeent ~ttu:e tbe view point of the micUlle class 

ntht.r thaD tM len~ adatocney. Xt was ~Sikh 

m1&.Ue-c1eas which wee mat. affected by tbe sbr1nJd.l'lg 

oppoJ:t.Unltiee in en elatady abzunk Cl)loJlial eCDrany13• 

'Zo raaet tbe elt.uatton, tbe mi&Ue-clus, mt. only m Punjab, 

but. elso au over IDcU.e mede4 en ideology wbich "WOuld botb 

pmvlde tlan w1tb a meen. to fight it out u well u 

give them .olece if tbey loet. Q:>mmwull.ism would te om 

sucb ideology. Vir Slngb was to take e atep Sn thet 

dU'ectJoD 1D his mvels, to fiftd a catbanie fbr the 

mlddla•clssa, mt. t.be Jagfzdam. 

&von In tbe strict. ecommiatlc eense of aocle1 

origins and socS.al f\lncttordng Vii' Sl.ngb•e ad.atocratlo 

exedentlels am quenionable. Hls fatber wee e pnc:t.1-

s.lng 4t:»ctor, Vir Singh I\Jmleld. made eubeU!ltlallll)ney 

1a. Discussed t.n Cbapter nx. 
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fmm t1e \'lazlr-Hlnd Pmas, which ba bimself set up end later 
14 ma<b it. into tbe la~:gest printing pmss Sn Amritear. In 

1908 VU: Singh ~ a Sounding c.U.ceetor of tm Punjab end 

Sind Balik which bacl e eeed capital of ten lekbs. 1S neslclee 

banking tte company mught to • •••• bUy, leeae, him or 

otbew1ao acqulm ens to aeU, let or deal with, rtftY 

goods, wa•s~ men:hantltee, lends, buildings, plant, macbl.nery 1 

s~,..,ck-ln-trade, ebaaa, or other p~J:t.y or rights or 

things 1ft action•.16 

Mar¥1en literetum on Bhel VS.&' Singh aav~ncee t1e 

pmposltion tbet since 1'8 bed penonel eeSGciatf.om 

with e eecttcn of Punjab jagb'daa an4 el&lo because m 
actively panlcip$c1 in tbe actlvittes of tbe c:tdef 

t<balea Dlwan, a eo-called uutccrattc body 1 bf.a \'Drld

vJew was iiew!al. 17 Ttds mey seem logical but 8\t.Ch 

simple logic does mt. always otente in tte aealm of 

li.teratum. Befbm aar s~ial &efutnton can be 

mac.'b, we would mad a c5etelle4 aeseai'Cb of the Cb!ef 

15. -~And _AIStiPlucQIAI§AsiGSQQ Pi l!Jl f!mSG 
.. .lla.-..-.iJ.ID&\IIOliiiMIUll1141111~.. (Lem., 49081, P• """IS. 

16. ~w.. p.l. 

17 • Jesblz- Singh Ahluwell~, lUDJAl?a. ~FVYP! U 
RIDoe£\'-11 (L\ldblena~ n-;4~ 
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~<balsa Dlwen•a l<leology enc! oleas beals. wbieb <bee not. 

exist a,71 the tll!)ment. 

The Utenr:y pmcl\actkul of a wnte~ depends mt so 

mucb on h1a pemona1 col'N.tctt.ons and SJmPbatlea es on tle 

powel' witb whlch ba portrays the pmblems end contradlc

tioiW of eoc1el mel£~. Going beck to en GXBn\Plo fl:tnn 

worls 11terat.ua, it te well &emgnSeed tbat Da1ac 

Snspite of his enthusiesm £or the old aonaxocby, tba 

cetmUc Cbua:h ent1 enetocretlc eoctet.y, z:ecogniees ~t 

er:J.atocncy itaelf baa fW:t.lle•Cl tie pmceas, sees t.bat 

tte o14 cultun baa bmken \IP end deacrU.a eocjet.y in 

bts mvels in such e way u to meke a mtum tl.;) tbe pa

mvolutsorau:y mntitk»ns unthlnkeble. tn his fenous 

letter tD MUs HaJ:'knees Eng;;lla writes of Balzac as followsJ 

- ---------------



81\aS. Vir Singh's usage of tbe pea~ hletcu:y- the 

sikh et.Ng:gle ~gainat. MUgbltls 1n the eighteenth century -

l'aaa been au:astwed by Mec1en llte.nu:y cd.ttco es e pDX>f 

of bU !!udal et.tr>s. FuRber. tbly argue that: lt was 

pateeU&l.J this put oDt!r. wbich Vir Singh wanted to be 

av1vecS. Tber:e As m <llnytng tle fact that tbe eighteenth 

cent\UY alkh Mstor.~ leld e epecisl f~ac1nat:1on for Vir 

s lngh. Ha baaed tbne of his mvelJ on tb1s tStne period. 

Bl.lt this by 1taelf is 03t Gl't)ugh eviCEnc.e to aJ:9.10 that 

his w:u:ld•VJaw wu ~wlal end es a conseq\lence be vmte 

of tm put. ~ nee"" to b9 •tud!ed is bow tbe e.utmr 

St)Qght to use his flna;e of the put J)r ble wntlngs. 

Pol:' V!r Singh tbe pest was uefUl beceuae it \tleuld pm

vlOJ a eolld foundation t:o CDnRNct: ~ 14.teology of tb9 

Singh Sabha. wboee ldeoloflU,e 1>be· ~aE.• 'It was in t!lmt 0le 

tbcrt be wmte eatens1.e comrnentarlas en Sikh aenpt.uaes. 

end mt llecauee be wanted t1'e a.-ev!vel of th9 past. Th9 

singb Sebhe wae m !eu<lel tlt)yement, 1t wu e nodem 

noverront with largely lll)det:n !deels such es weate~ 

educat1on. equel status fior wouen end democratic prin

ciples of o~1eat1on. It sought to 1\U't.blu: the 

•pmteat.ent. ethic• pmaent in Slkhlsm. And for tlWJ 

aim past h~t)!)J:y waa a r.eatty-made solution. 

~b! gloriftcatton of t.be pest baa been xepeetedly 

used fbi: dUJiemnt. put.l)Oaes. s.N. Baaezojee glortfted 
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Sbivaji and Gu.ru Gobiftd stngh u natJonal hezoes for 

natJonalJstic pUJ:pOeea. Tbe Ruasiene u.e4 U'acUttoael 

e~le to mobil..tae people Wring tie S8CDnd 'b~ld 

wert. 19 As MHx bee ~ t~• -rre tnditton of the <bad 

·c· geneP.s\=ltions watgh~ like e n1ghtmu:e on the mlnas of t- llvmg. And. Juat wmn tbey appeu te be engegod 

in tJe avolutionai'Y tnt-.!cu:matlc»n of ~bemtlelves end 

their: mated.el aurmWldlnga, in t11e caafon of eome

th1ng, wbtcb c.bee mt 1Jet. exut, paci8ely in eucb 

epochs of aevolutSonaary cd.sl.e t:My tSmidly C>njum up 

t.t. Wges of!~ peet to 'help tbem1 they l:ormw tteu 

ranee. slogans eDCl coat1.1nee so as to eta- tl'e new 

wo&"l4-b1storicel scene s.n tbia vemnlble dieguUe one 

mrmwcS J.an;ua99. 1.\ltber put on tbe meek of the 
n 

apostle Paul, tlvl Revolution of 1789·1814 dreped lt.aelf ... ....... 

altemately ae the Romen &epUbllc end the Reman eD9)imJ 

end the awlutk>n of 1848 knew m better then to 

plUI:)Cly et some points 1789 end et oebei'B tbe mvolutjonazy 

u:ocU.~tons of 1795-95•. 20' 

Stwl£ee of modern or colonial lit.eratu&e 1n 

India la&'ge1y t.encl to Q)noentJ:ate on ~ !:)Jm of tm novel 
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oneS tba dawloprent of tb1s genxe indtgineoualy is seen 

as a twl~hl jmpaot o! Bd~Seb J:U.le 1n India. 21 'l'lle 

alg\ltenta i8 wu:y s:lrnplea e4ace Indians cU.d m~ hew 

anyt.hlng eppmac:Mng tm genm of e mwl and Englend 

had a 1\l.gbly dewloped ut of mvel vr:ltt.ng, tte 

:tnaian ·~- mnowed tble anm fmm ~ cultw:.e of 

tlbe r:uler:e.. 0\lt. cen we only look at tbe fbxm end 

foa:get about the content.? ceo we only look at~ 

a4Ventages o£ nilweye aD4 gloss owJ:' the fact. tbat 

~Y aJ.sc) aene4 ea e con&llt fbr tbe Indt.tD nw

rnat.er1e.1e· The Bd.tieb agency l'Duaee not only conducted 

toc:U.en J:IWsineaea blt. also mmlt.te4 lacge 8\lnS of tiOney 

~ Englanc1. Tbe coming of tbe rDvel to Dldhl does ft:)t 
~ 

mean that lte me&e a,m leel to tbe $WlDpln~ of Inclien 

11tel'fltun. Any 8J:91ttent on tbeee linea Sa e pen. of ~la 

mnetasan~ paredtgn, wbich eeee e socm-cultunl 

~JWUenln9 in lndia mealy u e aeult of the Brittsh 

pmeence. 22 

21. M.P. lbbli, ~ lnfluenO'! of tle weet. on PUnj6b1 
Litemtum (maJilil'i1i. 1969) • PP• 14s-Gl •. 

22. For e critique of the mnet.88enta I!Dtfel -
aa~ De. •A ~Uetoaogrepblcel cntl~ o£ 
aenesseance Anelougu in tbe Nlnetoefttb cen~ 
%ndt.a". ill BU\an IJe ea., bamectem• Ia §A;~ 
iAMIPI• (Oxford. 19?'71 • 
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~ jmp:)nance of mvel writing in colonlel Xndia 

can obly be unde.Qrt:ood by looking • tbe total 1mpltcations 

of tbi8 thmplenut1on and it. is tam tbet a historical 

eppmach to t.M etucUes of lite~ can be hlgbly usetul. 

Tbe ~u:m encs coatent of a a»wl •lo\114 te alated to t'he 

blno~ of a eocaty in e cont1Jnl)ws pmcess end only then 

wa can 11ee b>t.h its utiatic qu.allt»s and eoci.el 

Stnp1ieat1ons. While Dha1 Vll' Singh by w~1t.~ tbM flwt. 

mvela in PunJabJ. endche4 t.he lengwage~ at tM same tjme 

hSe mwla e1ao pmvtclad e d.ietol'tecS Sntez:pmtat1on of 

tM pas~ and mflec:t:ed en ideology which wben later 

combimd with CXMl\IDalism wu to play J.'ae\1oc in Punjab. 

vs.zo Stngb•e mwls ~cane tncmas&ngly serviceable ao 

begenonic eppant.ue with tbe rise of o:mnunel politics 

f.n Punjab. Aa Dr. aSpen Cblmtka hee conetanUy at&essed 

ln b1a writings en integnl put of ~ c:cmnunel tctaology 

iD its specific lntar;pmtat.:lon of lnaiPn hSatory. 23 Tal<e 

away tbls alld hardly anythl.nO Se left of t!B communal 

l<l!»logy. In ceee of Sikhs, Vir slngb•e Q)vele pmvtdad 

tbia epeciflc lntezp•ta~ftln of tbe past. His cbezr.ctears 

cmne alive eDly 1ft e per:tlcular mUSeu. ~he elkb eU::u:t. 

to aWN1ve th! Musl!m peraecutS.On in tbe elghteeatb 

c:e~xy. 



AP>logtsts fb.r: She f. v lr Stngb contend that. elnoa 

1P wee tbe flnt. mwlis~ I.D Punjebl, ore emuJ.a•t expect 

pedect eR fan bSm. 24 But be wmte mwla tbr e penod 

of th&ee decades witmut any fW1delnental c::benge. His 

cnat1w camer: spans a penod of e~y ~en. during 

\j)d.c::h tJme, U be fD deslled, be a)l.ald have well perfec

ted 1ds er:t an4 1£ mt. pcoduce a maate,;pSecs, atleeat 

wdte eome '9'0d' lltentun. Nenek Singh, b)ther 

Pwljeblmwlid "'ring tbe seme decaata. tried t7o tb 

., end with coneldenble eucceaa. 25 To ~ flmt. Sn a 

ventuze d'loe mt imply pove~y o£ aRSRic cmat.Son. In 

fact., often tb:>ae wiD haVe pmduced tile best works of 

eft bew pmcl&ely Cbne eo blcauae tmy wez.e ~ £1nt. 

orea to experiment. with mvel ideu in mwl fi.u:ms. 

D le time we a>rget. ab.>ut looking mr apologies 

tD cet.ain Bhel Vir Singh Oft 8 pect:tstel. Xt iG ~ tMt 

be C&"eated a 181"98 materebip in t.M Punjab£ languatP, 

his •"ing up of a Punjabi pwes en4 tl'le l<balaa Tr:ect 
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Society belped Sn tile &epmehlction of Punjebt..u::u.1ce and 

b:l also aSmplUJed tte language. fils wd.tings we&e to 

b:slp in Cbiftg away with~ rr>t!on tbat Punjab! wu e 

omnt.n Bbasbo, (nuttic language). Along with a~ this. 

b1s use of Punjab11anguage fo~ b!s wntin;u wee to haW 

a epeciel Smplicat.ktn in a tri•lin;uel state. 

Bhai Vir Singh's c:b)icxt of Punjebi lengueg3 wes 

to buS14 up en emtSoaallSnk betweeu' P\lnjeb1 end~ 

sik'bs. In time Pwljabl vu tD become a 8}1nlx)1 of 

sikh comn\1Nl1S. ntber than ore of Punjebi tdentl~. 

sar:Uer Jaaj bllllbD ana Urdu ba4 been the leJlQwl;ea 

p:eeecma by the Sikh writen. Tbe wd.tings of Bb&l 

Vir: sSDgh made a daclslw bmal. with · t.hia llteraa:y 

tra41t.~ru tbe enottonel and cmatlve linkages wblcb bad 

exuted fbr oentunes witb bftU, bb'e'm •~ snapped. 
26 T~ 

swamp of QX'Ilt\\U\eliarn auhneJtVed ell o~r potentlalittas 

such aa emergence of Pwljabl as tte wd.tten and lltare:y 

language of aU Punjebi speaking people. 

zn a CDnclUdin; cbepter it ~uld not. be out of 

place to t.~ll back fmm wt.re tbis work at.ert.edt t..e. 

the linkages between literature eld socjety ana t.b3 

me~a::>Jogy aeeded to pmbe tbose linkages. we could 
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bave at.udied Vir Singh's mvels 1n tm foz.tnaltst tradition 

ancl tmeted tllem es a w.>lk of art, en t.n.a!penctant entity, 

the elements of whkb em to lle explaired ln tems of 

·U'lte#dependence witlDut any &eco\ll'lle to cfzc\108tancee of 

lts ol'1gln ol' influence. 

awn ttt.ugb a mrk of 1iter:atws bae en ~r logic 

of ita own. an! its putlculea:o quel.S.ty 18 seen in ~ 

sntemal atJ:\I.Ct.U.ml mletSons ~f tiD varSous levels of 

or:ganlzaUon end tbe vas-Iowa mtifs dist.tnguishable in it, 

~ \lltjmately, \be writer eeeka ~ C0t1111Unloete. And 

tor any conmunl<:at.Son-IA!toloolcal or mn-1deolog1ce1 -

to make eense we have to undeat,.lld tbe dynamics of 

the society t.o which the "'mmWlication i8 adclmasea. 

A nel'S study of textual atwct:u&e • which tbe 

~anal!Re wuld JeQ?IDirOnct. to epp~:eclete lu aeethettc 

quality. is ft)t. by itlleU 9)1ng to make eny meaning of 

thG dealad connlUlf.cat.ton. It is bam t.hat a eocfolo

gioel/bist.orical eppmacb can lend us a h3lping band. 

'lbia appmech oartainly d;)es dDt. have all the ab8tifen 

( m eppmacb bee) , enc1 it. wou14 be highly undealftble 

to only apply such e model, but t.!Je pact.lel eNN&rs it 

cen euppJ.y, can be n£ Snmenee V&l'lB. A m~ual ena

lysia of vu Stngb•s novels would have no clue ~why 
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te keeps etmaslng a partiCUlar ideology. A biatod.cal 

a;ppmach ln&u:ms us o! tl'e soclel conditions gem:etscl 

by c:>lontelism, tM beals ot. social xeJbrm mow.rnents 

and tbe caustttlon of tmu ml1g1ous 1d9nt1f1cst!on. 

~11 tbese feotors C')mbfma togathex·., tJe eel, ~11 

us much moze ab)ut. Vir Singh and b1s mwls, than a 

singular &umelist appl!)fleh wuld Cb. 



APPERllX X 

A eerSDus c.Uaagmement extsta l!!J'll:)ftg ectolen mgsnUng 

tm date on to~hlch Bba1 Vir Singh's last mvel i1Jm MnJdb 
Singh was p\&blSabed. Batlmatee vuy fmm 1921 to 1924. 

It MemS that this Q)nfwdon bas aa;oieen 13ecau.e ec:tually 

tb9 mvel was aedel.iaad ln t.n.ct fban, over e perSod of 

almost lbur !f'OU11• Hen w pmvtae details. on t:be 

cbJt)mlo;r of uacta, which \llt=ately wem bound togetmr 

~ &n'ltlt RAte Ql Pybl&lb&DI Rnlie£ Ol PJCJII 

552 20 oetollel" 1917 l-82 

ssa 5 ~~ .. 1917 85-64 

555 5 J)ecembe&- 1917 65-94 

556 20 J)a~~ 1917 95-124 

551 5 Jarauu:y 1910 125-154 

559 20 Feb~ 1918 155-184 

560 5 Mei:Cb 1918 195-214 

568 20Ap&'i11918 215-244 

564 s Hey 1918 245-2?4 

565 20 May 1918 275-302 

572 20 August 1919 803-832 

5?3 5 &eptemJ:er: 1918 833-862 

574 20 Sept:.ember 1918 363-392 

575 5 October 1919 393-426 

576 20 October 1918 427-460 

578 20 R>vember 1918 461-494 
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581 5 January 1919 495-524 

582 20 January 1919 525-554 

sea s February 1919 555-581 

see s Mey 1919 581-606 

589 20 May 1919 601-628 

686 5 May 1921 629-650 

637 20 May 1921 651-672 

689 5 July 1921 6?3.694 

640 20 JUly 19 21 695-716 

6~1 5 August 19 21 ?17-188 

6f2 20 AUgUat. 1921 ?89-760 

649 20 December 1921 849-870 
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