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theories are formed in the light of western eXperience, the 
I 

,defini t.ion of voluntary a ssoe!atio'n j.s biased, in the sense that 

iit cannot be applied cross~ulturally for comparative study. 
I 

, s a corrective measu~, the definition must take many more 
:1'\a:riables for the eross-cult.ural 8nalysis, as the structure 
1\ 
;l ,nd function of the voluntarY as$OC-iation!? in society change 

Jas socie.ty .its,elf u[dergoes transformati-On~ 
I 

As we hav-e seen, volun-tary associations are characteristics 
'· 

~ 

of urban societies and most urbaniz~d area; of all acieties. 

Why is this so? The probable explanations are (i) the popula

tion density• more the pe·ople, more" there will be scope for 

' interaction; ( ii) higher socio-eeonomic status of the urban 

\ peoplei (iii} mo1re llisure of the ·people 1n higher soeio-
\ ' 

economic group • Louis ~1'irth cited the weakness o£ kinship, 
I 

I 

family and neighbourhood ties in the' city as an explanation. •· 

Being reduced to the stage of virtual ~-..otence as an indivieual, 
~ ' ........, . 

t e urbanite · is boun~ to exert himself by joining wi·th others 
. ' I 

of similar· interests -into organized group~ te ¢b~in his ends! 

Jnough the study <Jf Llttle4 and Anderson3 shows that voluntary 
I 

I I 

2 ·r:. K. 0oll1fllen, Theory of Voluntary Association in a Cr08s-
. Culture Perspective, UnptJblished Ms. pp. 1-2·. 

3 Louis Wirth~ ~rbanization as a Way df Life•, Am@tican ~OYfnal 
sa,f tioc~ologv, 44, 1938, p.20. 

I 

4. Kenneth ~· Uttle, ~'Vest ~'iran U~fi!~fig~ ~ snrod of Voluntary ~soci_t_«DS !Q _____ a ______ g_, Lon on, 1965. 

5. Robert ru~i;:~~o~_:GA ~~:r~~lc·~;~!i!X.";:;f~!~oJo~=al 
gf S~ciology, 65, !959• pp. 265.273. 
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looking back to the past . The "mythica l golden age ", and thus 

satisfying the urges of modern man for an enchanted life. 

28 Sills , op . cit ., p . 374 . 
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