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INTRODUCTION 

A 'demographic profile' tinds to look into the type size 

and composition of a population for a given time or through a 

specified time period. The former involves the primary study 

which is not possible at this level due to technical reasons 

and the latter takes the help of history which is more relevant 

and suitable for this study as it forms the infra-structure of 

a study (Religion and Urbanization) which the researcher intends 

to take at a higher level. 

Such a profile is not only an adumbration o~ demographic 

characteristics of a population like sex, age, and marital 

status but an integrated approach of study inclusive of sociolo­

gical (religion, ethnicity, caste and economic characteristics, 

like the typ,fp of working population, income etc. / A 'profile' 
' 

through history would elucidate the changes which have occurred 

as a result of· interplay of the above mentioned characteristics 

and the :ta.Otors responsible for these changes. Very apparently 

such factors are the births, deaths, migration and social mobility. 

For the present study the selection of. the following 

variables - growth rates, sex ratio, migration, classification 

of working population, religion and the marital status is based 

largely on the availability of the data from the historical 

records (gazetteere and census Yolumes). More over these include 

all the significant constituent variables o~ a demographic 

profile mentioned above to the exclusion of only b~~ and death 

rates for which data are not available. As the growth of the 



population is explained through migration, a resultant of sociolo­

gical and economic factors, birth and death rates are however also 

employed to account for it (increase or decrease), wherever 

necessary. 

These variables do not exist in isolation for a given 

period of time, but are in constant interaction. with one another, 

where the traditional modes of thought and behaviour enjoy 

tremendous influence on these trends. The present is influenced 

by both the past and the tuturer what it was and what it would 

like to be. To quote Louis HenryJ "Demographic phenomena are 

inscribed in time. SUch phenomena cannot be explained or under­

stood unless they have been traced through the concatenations o~ 

many decades or centuries, as far back as available observations 

and documents permit us to go. To study demography only from 

current events is equivalent to the study of astronomy without 

the benefit of earlier observations or to the construction of 

the theory of evolution with attention to none but presently 

living species. Can one imagine a meteorology which did away 

with the information of the last century under the pretext that 

it was no ~onger current. He further says "foJ.ture is based on 

present and past. Only the observations of as long a chronological 

aeries as in possible will furnish all the relations observable 

upto the present. In demography, therefore important factor 

is not to posses the most recent information about the population 

of a certain country or city, but to be able to dispose of 



homogeneous retrospective statistics extending as far into the 

past as possible•1 • 

Furthermore, "through history, it is possible to escape 

the calculations of statistics, often excessively abstract, and 

that exactness which is so often very far from exact. Statistics 

on their own are valid when they can be based on sufficiently 

large numbers, covering considerable periods of time and wide 

geographical and administrative areas". This is the view point 

of Louis Chevalier in his essay 'Towards a History of Population • 

(Population, 1946, p.p. 245-256)2• He further goes to say, "the 

exacting statistician wUl not perhaps feel entirely at home with 

these complex studies, which differ from his in the documents 

used, in the interpretation of sources and in the nature of 

conclusions drawn. :But he woUld be wrong to scorn them and to 

underestimate the importance of this work towards the creation of 

a contemporary demographic policy". 

Besides it, Louis Henry's remarks are interesting to note. 

"To fail to observe demographic phenomena in the manner of 

statistical services is no longer considered erroneous; moreover 

historical demography is now completely independent of statistical 

services and is free to pursue its observations in terms of its 

need, taking into account all relevant documents. No other branch 

of demography, now benefits ftom an equal autonomy". He not only 

stops here but goes further to say, "the diminished participation 

1. Louis Henry, 'Historical Demography, Daedalus, Journal of 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, ll88Saohusetts, 
Spring 1968: Historical Population Studies, Vol: 97, 
lo.2, p. 390. 

2. From D. V. Glass and D .E .c. Everseley ( eds.), 2..0.P!1Jr§._jj..QD_i:D 
..B1a..t9..ry_;: essays in historical demography. E. Arnold, 
London, 1965. 



of the statistical service in the development of demography as 

a science minimizes tbe importance of purely contemporary events. 

As. a result of this evolution, frontier between historical 

demography and current demography has been reduced, if not 

eradicated". 3 

This study intends to reveal the structure and 

characteristics of the population at two levels, firstly and 

primarily at the city level and secondly at the district level. 

The greater emphasis on the former is laid because it would be 

subjected to further study which the researcher intends to 

carry out at a higher level in the premises of 'Religion and 

Urbanization'. Very briefly it would look into the impact of 

religion (Sikhism) and its sacred most structure (The Golden 

Temple), situated in the heart of this densely populated cit.y, 

on the urban character of its population, as it effects its 

communality, its entrepreneurial spirit and its industrializing 

vii 

and urbanizing aspects. The otherwise peculiar growth and structure 

of the town in the sense of distribution of its markets 

throughout the walled city and the residential areas, further 

make it worthy o:f probing. This is the backbone for tbe present 

study and the manner 1n which it is dealt. 

This study would not only reveal the structure and 

characteristics o:f the population at present but also the phases 

and the states it has undergone at various points of time to 

assume the existential structure. It would highlight the natural, 

J.. Louis Henry, Op. cit., p. 389 .. 



economic and political events which drastically affected th8 

social state of the population, only to rebound at the economy 

of the town. The 'when' and 'how' of these changes are brought 

to light quite elaborately. This has resulted in the r~thmic 

representation of the various demographic variables. This 

laying of the foundation would facilitate the developaent of the 

super.struoture. 

This, in brief, is the purpose and hence the contribution 

of this exercise. The researcher would not take up the latter 

issue to any further extent because the 'concept of contribution • 

is itself very brittle, ver.y subjective and highly relative. 

Relatively, nothing contributes to anything. 

The above mentioned contentions limit the field of study 

only to the town and in some cases to the district, where the 

data were either insufficient or not at all available. This 

would help infer some trends for the former; being a part o~ 

the larger whole. The.S9 would however be quite generalized. 

The data are collected purely from the gazetteers of Amritsar 

district from 1883-84 to 1934 and the censuses of Punjab and 

India volumes from 1881 to 1971. The researcher has to content 

himself with what so ever be got from these two major sources. 

The~e data have depicted tremendous variability from one decade 

to another. Some data are available only for certain decades 

in one comparable form and not for the other.·. This is the 

limitation of the data for historical demography which deals with 

unique sources that can never be improved. 4 Any way the researcher 

4. T. B. Hollingsworth, 'The importance of tm quality of 
data in historical demography'. Daldalus, Op. cit., 
P• 418. 

.. 



hu tried hie 'beat to briDe aa auoh data u poaa1bltl, 011 one 

ooaparable aoale to ita •axilmll proxtatv aa4 coaparabUltJ'. 

Ba.t atill aoa laclm• are left which could not ·• hll1pe4. 

ltheaar the data are dealt with without DOh a43uatunt <••«• 
pu.ttiDS in4utrial oaWsortee of wortera in 19'11 on thl aoale 

of 1961), it 1a taba o-u. that it wou14 not be 'ftl7 algllltloat. 

the uthoclolo&r followed 1a nnertbel••• a ooaplicatea one. 

!be tirat atep wae • to aate the data ooaparable •, whloh wu 

aailll.J' • ezei'Oiee, ftretq to sroup different obaerY&tiona 1rl 

one decade UDder eui table heads and thn put theae ill ODe ooa110n 

conceptual fr•••ort, prniael.J' (ot. worbre) but quite broa4]1' 

11l other cue (of. algrallta). Chloe co•b1ne4 the peJ~Getqea of 

the• obael'fttiODa fro~~ t!Mt total nuaNr of obeeJ'fttioDa under 

41ffe:rent lwada, witlWl one decade, are oaloulated. !his wottl.4 

help plot • • abaolute Cftph • (obaptere II, III aacl If) ahoW1ng 

the pOai t1on tor ad w1 thin e*'h decade. !hough thie •thod 

1a ueful to depict tlw proportion o'f different Yariablea. with11l 

one it faila to ahow the change telat1n to the prevt.ou decade. 

!he increase 1D one registers a pJOporllonate 4eorease ill 1 ta 

co-variablea. !h1e lJ.aitation can be got over bJ plottlftg a 

'zoelativa Bftpb (chapters II, III 8ll4 If) obtained 'b1 41Y14ins 

the population for latera pare (eay 1971) b7 tbat ot •• baee 

rear populatiOJl <•• 1901). Jl\11 t1p]J'1rlg theae w1 '*h 100 sina 

u.e t:t. relatin t.Doreue or deere... ill population. !lw ratea 

calculated are the orude rat•• (ct·. tne of &'Yailable 4ata) which 

are predoa1Dantly per 100 ob•rYatione. ID cue td •Sgranta aet 

:reeulte haft 'been obtained to ahow tbe •tgratton atre-

(chapter III). In chapter VI, the• rat•• are hezU.ed for plottSng 



the data in the blocks of the walled city to show the spatial 

distribution of the five selected variables, namely scheduled 

castes, sex-ratio, female literacy and employment in secondary 

and tertiary sectors. This exercise is concluded by super 

imposing theS'e maps to e~rolve apecific social areas. Pearson's 

coefficient of correlation is also employed to test three sets 

of b;ypotheses. 

For the remaining chapters, though the logical conclusions 

would be derived but the researcher would not go for the 

formulation of hypotheses and their testing with this scanty and 

insufficient data. It is thought better to explain it as such 

than forming forced, ingenuine hypotheses which would be faulty 

in its technical sense. 'l'o quote J .A. Banks it becomes very 

cleara•Historians may employ generalizations o~ a sociological 

or psychological order to account for particular occurrences 

and in doing so they may make it plain that such generalizations 

are of limited validity, but they do not set out deliberately 

to te;t hypotheses in this fashion. It asserts the perfectly 

valid principle of historical logic that no useful putpose is 

served, by putting forward plausible hypotheses to explain the 

'facts' when we do not know what the facts are•.5 

One of the limitations ot this study is that the data 

missing for certain decades, precisely those ending 1941 and 1961, 

could not be substituted by interpolation because o~ the drastic 

changes in those years which totally disrupted the tradition 

5. J. A. Banks, 'Historical Sociology and the Study of 
population•, Daedalug, Op. cit., p. 399. 



. 
~l 

(c.f. Indo-Pakistan partition of 1947 which resulted in unnatural 

tremendous refugee influx). The mean method is also abondonned 

for similar reasons. 

The study can be plamle4 in six capters. !:n the first 

chapter, the historical background of the city with special 

emphasis on the events which are deemed important for socio­

economic changes, would be elaborated. It would also include the 

population growth and the changia in the sex ratio. 

The second chapter concerns the working population with 

variations in both the absolute and relative terms from 1901 to 

1971 at the city level only. The variations in different 

industrial categories of workers would be related adequately 

to historical events reapons.•ible for it. 

The third chapter deals with migration, an important 

measure of the population growth and structure. Due to scanty 

data and other factors, it is studied at both the city (1921 to 

1961) and the district levels (1881 to 1961). The latter is 

fUrther split into two parts, first deals with it from 1881 to 

1921 and 1931 and the other with 1951 and 1961. The net migration 

is studied in the first part which is not possible for the secon4. 

The contribution of different regions in noted and explained with 

probable historical reasons. The streams of migration are also 

delineated. 

the fourth chapter deals with religion and civil condition. 

The first to be discussed is t~e religious composition of the 

population from 1881 to 1971 and growth rates for various religions. 



---This is discussed with the help of both the absolute and 

relative graphs. Secondly, religion-wise civil condition of the 

population is discussed mainly at tbe district level as it is 

available at the city level oaly for three decades - 1911, 1921 

and 1931. The latter is also analysed broadly. 

The fifth chapter deals with ~he evolvement of 'social 

areas' of the city. Before evolving these, five variables mentiDned 

elsewhere are discussed in terms of their spatial distribution 

within the walled city at the block level. The singularly mapped 

variables are superimposed to give social areas. Three sets 

of Pearaons coefficient of correlation are also worked out to 

test the plausible hypotheses. 

The sixth chapter concludes the study. 
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CHAP1'ER- ONE 

AMRITSAR AND ITS POPULATION 

Amritsar, a trapezoidal district with its base resting 

on the river Beas, lies between 31°-07
1 

and 3ZO-o3' North 

latitude and 74°-29
1 

and 75°~23
1 

East longitude on the north­

western front of Punjab adjoining the international border with 

Pakistan. The northeast is surrounded by Gurdaspur, east by 

Xapurthala and south by Ferozepur districts. River Beas separates 

it in the northeast from Kapurthala and in the southeast from 

Ferozepur. The Ravi snicks past the district in the west. 

The district has a population of 1,835,500 persons according· 

to 1971 census in an area of 5088 sq. kms. accounting for a density 

of 361 persons per sq. tm. It has a sex ratio of 856 females per 

1000 males and literacy of 35.32". The district bas 29.17% of 

its total population in its nine towns.1 With the exception of 

only two towns, one of which specializes only in primary activity 

and the other in primary-cum-service functions, all others 

specialize in industry, trade and commerce. Among these, two 

are service and one industrial town. Besides there nine towns, 

it has 1254 villages, of 1181 of which are inhabited and 73 

uninhabited, housing 70.83 of its total population. 

1. Class-I ( Amri tsf'.r) ;· II (NIL) ;- III ( Taran Taran) ; IV 
(Chheharta. Jandiala· and Patti); V (llajitha and 
Khem Karan~ and VI ( Ramdas and Amri tsar Con tone men t) • 
From Punjab District Census Handbook, A;ritsar 
District, 1971. Punjab Government Press, Chandigarh, 
1974, parts X-A & B, P• 16. 



The city of Amritsar, as the district headquarters, lies 
0 ' 0 • 31 -38 Borth and 74 -53 East on the Grand Trunk Road only 27 kllle. 

awrq from the Pakistan border. It lies 1n a depression, 1n the 

middle of the Bari Woab occupying 33 .. 3 sq. kms. with a tot&l. 

population of 434, 951 persons. It is served b,y a class-I 

municipality, since 1857. 

History tells that the fourth of the sikh gurus, Ramdae, 

first settled near the tank (which now has the Golden Temple in 

the centre) about 1574 A.D.. He procured some 500 •ighas of land 

(1 bigha • 1000 sq. yarde) around it from Emperor Akbar in 1577 A.D. 

The fifth guru, Arjan Dev started wnrk on the temple (Harmandar 

Sahib) in the centre of this 'tank at nectar or immortality', 

after which the city came to be known later on2 • The atrocities 

inflicted on Sikhs by Atgan rulers made them organize strongly. 

The martyrdom of Bbai Mani Singh in 1738, invasion of Amritsar 

and defilement of the temple by Timur Khan and Jahan Xhau 1n 1757 

end third and the hard blow by Ahllad Shah Abdali who defiled 

the tank and ble~w the temple by gunpowder in 1762, furthered 

and hastened the strOnger organization of sikhs. Till now it 

had already grown as a religiO-uS and political 1nsti tution. 

After 1762 it again rose from the ashes and became the acknowledged 

capital of an independent community.' 

With the establishllent ot sikh supremacy over .Afgans, the 

different confederates occupied land around the temple and built 

tbelr fortresses with their own, people and own markets. The!e 

~. J.D. Cunninghaa, A Bistor;,y ot t;e Sikhl, 1849. Reprinted 

'· 
br s. Chand and Co., Delhi, ~97a., p. 45. 

V. B'. Datta, jmritsv: Past and Prese;t, The Jfunc1pal 
Committee, Aaritsar, 1967, pp. 11 - 19e. 



were known as • Xatrae' , bearing the names of their Chieftains 

of respective 'misls' which persist till today. These Xatras were 

independent of one another with perpetual feuds. The llhangi 

confederacy later on got hold of the town till the merger of all 

aisle by Maharaja Ranjit Singh in 1802. '!'he Humandar was given its 

present gilded shape (after which it came to be known ae the 

Golden Temple) 1n 1807 by the Maharaja who was an ardent sikh devout. 4 

During the reign of :kharaja from 1799 to 18'9 the city 

grew in trade and oomllerce ver.v rapidly. '!'he trade contacts were 

established right upto Kabul and Bokhara5 (Afgenistan). The annual. 

octroi yield of the administration was of the order of Rupees 

9 lakh8. 6 There were about 100 looms for wool ll&nufacture. The 

'paahm:Lna shawl was the lumry and a product ot exclusive eminence. 

After the annexation of Punjab in 1849, Aaritaar was 

declared a district. The first railw~ was opened in 1862 between 
,., 

Amri tsar and Lahore. Later on 1 t was extended to Delhi. 1 '!'his 

furthered already flourishing trade and commerce of the town. 

In the later part of 19th century, there were nearly 4000 looms 

in the cit;v.8 This shawl manufacture was mainly carried out by 

the Kashmiria who were partially the victims of a severe famine 

5. 

'· 
a. 

Ib~d., P• 28. 

grt~sar D1atr'£t {}ue;tteer, 1883-84, Calcutta Central 
Press Co. 1td., Calcutta, 1884, Chapter IV-:B, P•• 45. 

Aaritsar Distric;t Gazetteer, 1892-93, Calcutta Central 
Press Co. Ltd., Calcutta, 189,, Chapter VI, p. 152. 

Aaritsar District Gazetteer, 1914. The CiTU and Kilitar,v 
Gazette.~ Press, Lahore, 1914, Chapter II-G, p. 122 .. 

Alrita§:l District Gazetteei:, 1883-84, Op. cit., Chapter 
IV-JJ. p. 40. 



in 1878 in Kashmir. 9 With th® change in fashion of shawl in 

Europe, it dwindled in late:r part of 19th century and shifted to 

carpet manufacturing.10 The silk industry however kept itself 

up without much upheavals. 

Inspita o£ the blows of famine, floods in recent past, 11 

epid.em1cs and o·ther social and political disasters like the 

religio-political partition of 1947, the city has grown steadily 

in population. Presently it is classified as. an • industrial-cum­

trade and commerce' town.12 Besides, it has all the eminent 

institutions of learning viz. Medical and Dental Colleges, Gun 

Nanak University, Khalsa College and numerous other institutions 

of basic and higher learning for both men and women. It's linked 

by air to Srinagar, Delhi and Kabul. The railwey links are 

available for all the major ei ties of India in all d.irections. 

Population jnd It's Variations: The ~opulation of Amritsar 

city had been growing with tremendous fluc~1ations throughout the 

last century (1872 to 1971). The highest crest is formed by 

+65.30~ growth in 1931 and the lowest trough by -16.69~ annual 

growth of population in 1951 (see figure-1). The rise and fall 

in population at times is very obscure. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

Ibid., Chapter III-A, p. 16. 

!mritsar District Gazetteer, 1914, op. cit., Chapter 
li-E, p. 107 .. 

Punjab District Census Handbook, No. 13, A!ritsat 
P.~str1c~, 1961, Punjab Government Press, 
Chandigarh, 1966, p. 122. 

Am,ritsar District, 1971, Op. c1.t., Statement 1, p. 98 .. 
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!he illcrease of 11.84" 1rl the Te%7 first decade of 1872 

to lB81 (aee table-1) is due to the aoarcity of 1868-69 because 

of the failure o-1 the aansoon. The upland tracts in the south 

of the district were much dist .. ssed. It is .eapecialq true o:t 

the aenial classes which iapressed b7 the city's wealth fled to 

it 1n thousads, subsisting purely on charity.1' Another reason 

is the influx of Xashmiris impelled bJ the Kashmir :taaine of 

1878.14 Besides thes·e two 'factors, the :tlcuriahing trade of 

Jaritsar drew much population from the denselJ populated sub­

montane districts of Gurdaepur, Ifoshiarpur and Sialkot and Jullundur 

1n the plains. !his increase in population is also aupported by 

the Punjab Census Report of 1881& •ne attraetiTe 1nfluence of a 
I 

great centre of coDerce 1a at one apparent 1n the figUres. 

Jaritsar draws population fro• all parts o:t the province. WhUe 

90" of the rural population is indigenous, no less than 30" o:t 

the people o:t to& are born outside the district and nearly ~ 

beyond the limit.' ot the provinceJ 4 per aille coae from outside 

IDd1a.•15 lloreover till 1881, it was the biggest toWD 1n the 

province, but yielded this position to Lahore after 1881.16 ' - · 

15. 
16. 

A;ritpar District Gazweer, 1913, The Civil and JU.litar.y 
Gasette Presa, L ore, 191,, Chapter I-B, p. 28. 

ggtsar Dt,stmt Gyetteer, 1883-84, Op. cit. J on page 16, 
another reason is attributed :tor this inflJtul Kashmir 
contributes three quarters o~ s~lus population due 
to 111gration, though here a large part of migration ia 
probabJ.7 due rather to the deaand for skilled labour on 
the shawl 1oou of Allri tsar, than the pl'esaure o'f 
f8111Jle 1Jl Xaahllir. Also see, Alfitsar District Qa.zetteer, 
1913, Op. cit., Chapter I-B, P• • 

Ibid., p. 16. . 
A. -.cfarquhar, Punjab District Gazetteers, Aari;::r D&stric:t, 

1947, eontrollee of Printing & StationfU'Y, jab, 
Cha.nd1garh, Section-0, p. '5. 



WJII- 1 

fBRCEU POPULAtiON QO!TH OP AQITSAR Cift (1872-lfl1) 

Ceuua Year Pe1"Cen·t Growth 

1872 -
1881 + 11.84 

1891 - 09 .. 96 

1901 + 18.77 

19U - 05.96 

1921 + 04.88 

1931 + 65.30 

1941 ,- + 47.64 

1951 - 16.69 

1961 + 15.52 

1971 + 15.69 

Source - Oeuua rd India 

!he decrease in the 11ext decade ( 1881·1891) le also 

explicable. Two of the laportant factors were - 'fidtl7, the 

great epid•ic of 1881 tmd secondly, the dwiDdling of the shawl 

trade. The eenrity of the foraer can be gauged fro• the aortality 

to the order of 14,568 persona. !he death rate tor that 7ear 

cliabed to 125 per 1000 pereone &gains t an aye rage ot •ere 56. I'D 

the month ot October only 5788 persons died, which was autfioientl.y 

~ppalling to create terror 1n the atoute st heart. the buaiDesa 

alaost entirely suspended and thousands fled troa the ctv.17 

17. Allri'tff D1atf"gt Gazstteer, 189~93, Op. cit., chapter 
, P• 1 3. 
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Quoting Jfaclagan trom the lunjab Census Report ot· 1891 - '!'he 

ci. ty of .&aritsar decreased by ll$ duriJlg the last ten years. 

The local authorities sq, it 18 due to unhealthiness of the toWD. 

that it 1a not due to the falling off in prosperity of the toa iD1 

other ways, aeeae apparent froa the tact that while decrease 18 

15,130 souls, the deaths in decade exceeded birthS by 20,000. !he 

town has not yet recovered from. the fearflll ~isitation of the 

epidemic. !he rural areas ehow population increase 1D prosperi v. 
!he exp&Dsion is taking place at a rate rap1cl than the preTioua 

years.18 

fhe fleeing of the people was corroborated by the decreasing 

shawl trade due to the change of f(UJbion in Paris, followed b7 

Burope.19 !hie factor, along with the restoration of nol"'lalCJ in1 

Kashmir 1rlduced backward algration. 20 

!he following decade (1891-1901) registered a substant1al 

increase to +18. 77-, which is attributed to the restoration of 

normalcy 1n the town and switching oYer to the carpet industl'J 

which was gaining 111portace df~J b7 day. 21 The report of Census 

ia worth Mntioning - Aarltsar d1ett1ct increased by J.lO,C durin« 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

Ibid •. , Chapter II-A, p. ''· 

Ibid., Chapter VI, p. 152. 

jlrit§ar DistJ!Jr Gatejteer, 1913, Op. cit., 
Chapter ·· , p. 28. 

Atpritsar DistWt qazetteer, 1892-93, Op. cit., 
Chapter V , »• 15,. 



the decade. .Amritsar ci-ty alone increased by 25,663 persons 

excluding which the district population rose only by 0.5" i.e. 

5468 persons. The Deputy Oomaissioner notes that i11111grat1on 

from Boabq and S:!nd 1n considerable. The plague nasures in 

Bombf(V and elsewhere appear to have driven people to Amri tsar 

oitJ. 22 

!he decrease in the subsequent decade (1901-19U) can 

agail'l be attributed to the outbreak ot aalar1a ad plague. '!he 

latter epidea1o was Tery severe between 1903 to 1907. this 414 

cost the town a large nuber ot aoule. 23 HoweTer 1908-1909 

recorded an enoromous decrease in deathe.24 These epidemics 

fUrther repulsed the hs:trairia. 

The decreasi in death of 1908-09 ie iaplied troa the 

increase ot +04.~ cluring the nert decade (1911-1921). It ia 

attributed to the improvement in the sanitary conditions of the 

town, as the new aystea o~ water supply has also completed 

recently. Besides this the industrialisation process had started, 

especially the expansion of carpet tndustr.r wbioh started 1n 1919. 

However the first woolleD mill for carpet manufacture came into 

production in 1924.25 JOreover thia energetic town attracted 

population froa languishing towns like ltajitha and landial~ \ 

1n its neiglbourhood. 26 

22 .. 

2) ... 

24. 
25. 
26. 

census of India, 1901, Vol. XVII, ~;til? apt 1$• tead§:toriea 
agd the IF.• The CloTemaent entral Printing · fftce, 
S:lala, 190 , Part .I, P~·P· 49-:80. 

Aartpar Di•tnot Gfl!l!tHer, 1914, Op. cit., Chapter I..C, 
p.27. !he tigura for toll!l 1s not &Tailable. The deaths 
in district froa fever alone 8Dlount to 45,103 persona. 

Ibid., P• 27. 
A. Jlac:tarquhar Op.ctt., Chapter II, Section-B, p. 171. 
Cep'"'t gt ~;tabt 1961, : lndfa Govemaent Press, §lml<i; ~19'6.9 

art -A (iJ, P• 170. 
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The industrialization set in the preTious decade flourished 

1n the subsequent decade o:t 1921-1931. At the close of it, there 

were upwazoda of 600 looaa e•ploying more thaD 3000 wea~ers. 27 

!bis expanding industrialization which continued till the end of 

this decade attracted people froa its surrounding region. fh1s 

industry flourished till th1rt1es when the economic crisis shook 

the world. The demand ill All.erica:n •arketa, tbl chief oons1111ing 

centres, abaoet absolutel.J subsided. 28 Thie drastioall7 affected 

the growth of the town's population. !he treaendous growth of 

1921-19:51 was aleo due to the excesa o-t births owr deaths. !his 

excess of 16,848 persons waa highest iD the eight selected towns 

of the state. Lahore, the bisseet town, stood next to it with 

onl.J' 11,40• person•·· 29 The Jluslias also had a higher natural 

growth rate which dominated the city (49.98-).30 

The econoaie or1e1a, exacerbated by the great world war 

drastically affected the growth of the city. Compared to the 

previous decade it decreased b7 about 20". fhis declining trend 

continued till 1951 to regiater a growth rate of- 16.6~, ever 

lowest 1n the histoey of the toe·. It is quite obvious. The 

partition ot India and Pakistan 1D 1947 pushed out tbt aualill 

population which dominated th~ citJ till then. lD absolute teras 

the 11U8lills population ot 132,362 persona in 1931 was reduced to 

a •ere 1654 persona in 1951. This eluap was eubsitituted to eoae 

28. 

29. 

A • ..,tarquhar, Op .. cit., Chapter II, Section_., p.l71. 

Ibid., P• 112. 

Census ot India, 19)1, Vol. XVII, W,3e&apd Delhi, The 
CIVIL AID •ILifAB! GAZBTBB PRES , ore, 19:53, 
Part I, Chapter n, P• 93. 

Ibid., Chapter • Religion and Growth cd the Population' , 
P• 69. 



eztent bf B1n4u/Sith refUgees who were counted at 113,884 persona 

lD 1951. Besides this upheavalous aoveaent o~ population, tM 

local traders ed 1nduetr1&liate got terrified and invested in 

Delhi or JCanpur or l'ar14aba4. The loss of :lndividuale in tM 

second war and the riots of 1947, together accounted for this 

record low growth. 

II 

With the restoration o-t noraalcy, c1t7 started grow:lng, 

registering the population growth rate of +15.5~ during 

1951-1961. !his decade was also -.rked b7 increasing irldustriali­

mation and urbanieation which pulled people to the city. !he 

retusees who settled in the oit7 might have produoid aore in 

moa1e. 

!he final decade cd our analrsis, ending 1971 experienced 

growth equ1Talent to thepre'Yious decade. It 1a +15.5g,G. It's 

the feel1Dg o~ the researcher that this rate would have Men 

quite high ha4 there 'been no perpetual tension on the intematiODal 

border, onl1' rt as. awq. !he war of 1965, which hit hard the 

town, terrified the traders and 1nduatr1al1ets and iapelled thea 

to invest at distant places. 

!his ~sis shows that the town was alwqa in a state 

of healthJ growth except 1n pathological conditions o~ natural 

or political disruption•. The activated latent potential for 

growth, atter ever.v disruption, furthered it on the path o-t 

progress. 

J.WA!IOl!B II US §BX MTIQr 

!Iter ~g looked at the growth o~ a population 

it's illportant to look into its structure. fhe aex ratio (feaalea 

per 1000 aalea) ia a ver.r aigniticant index o~ its coapoaition. 



.l careful glance at the eex ratio graph (figure-2) reveals two 

very proaiD811t trenda. fhe first one represents a ateep decline 

between 1901 aud 1931 and the other, a rather ateeper incline 

right up to 1971, with a '11-ahapecl' tum at 19)1. This presen~s 

a rather curious exercise. 

rums ... a: 

12. 

gx - BA!IO ClBJAL! st m:as1qoo> FQB AMRITS!R oxn !1872-1971) 

Cenaua T•ar t Sex Ratio • ' 
1872 710 

1881 751 

1891 735 

1901 742' 

1911 718 

1921 684 

1931 665 

1941 705 

1951 761 

1961 801 

1971 828 

!he steep riae between 1872 and 1881 iD attributed to 

the scarci'Q' of 1868-69 in the aouth district and 1878 in Xuhrlir 

p118hing the populace to the city. fhie 1nTolved a large exceaa 

of feaale to aale 1aai&rants.'1 !he deaxth at the feaalea clue to 

' . 
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areater •ortal1tr an4 b!P•r rate ot SDtaUolde wu oODiuiw 

to feDle t.aigratlon .,2 fhla Slloreue to 751 ~•ule• pe~ 1000 

llale~ wu rouowe 'bJ a ialdiate 4eoUD• to .,, (Jnal.u/llale• 

1000) 1D the decade eD4ift6 1891. It u WI'J anuiM r reuon• 

be:lllg the fatal epi4a1o of 1881 whioh oarrie4 a_, 14,,68 •oulJI• , 

the te.ale 110r'tal1Q' wu bichlr tha the ~·· Por tat fti'J 

rear, tbl anrap aorJallty rate of 56 ter 1000 penou ahot upto 

125 per 1000 peraona for tb8 total populatioD aza4 that ot tbJ 

te•lea leapt to 146 teal•• per 1000 pereoaa apillat: a DO~ 

•••rece of 62 teulea per 1000 penon• .. ' ' ~ norcalty of th1• z-atJ 
1a attributed to the aalect of te~ tDfau w!d.oh u WI'J .aoll 

pJ,'eValent 111 thia pt.:ri ot the p!'O'f'illce, 'bea14ea the antral 

41atr1cts. ' 4 

b aubHquent 4eca4e of 1891 w 1901 zoesiaten aa illo"­

whioh ill 1D41eat1ft ot create,.. tewmle tmtcrat!on to the ., tr to 

fill thl la.aa created 'bJ e:xaeaalve t--.J.e aortalit)' ill tllll 

preceding deoa4•·'' ••14•• thia tba out Ugr&Uon ot -.lea 4ue 

to the alluriag etteota fd :a.&Na u4 lfoqJtODg"6 IIDI1 tMlr attrae­

tiOD toward• •1llt&z7 MJ"f'ice• railed tbe NUO ~ to 142• 

1e70D4 thia 11111t, tht •z ratio ball ehOIID a "17 awaa, 

steep tall throuch th3 three 4eoa4•• en4iq 1:931, to a •" ''' 

f4tll&les per 1000 ul••· rue ia a pnirQ" ouri.oua •••rollle. ~ 

,2. 
''· 

''· ''· 

Ib14., P• 30. 

Mtltftf li•9.S l'f!SlUEt 1892-93. Op. oit., 
pwr • P• 1 '· Amte: Di•Sf!ii ougtotz, 1913, Op. oit., 

hapter - , p. • 
Oenau ot ID4ia1 19011 !pJ:. mi. Op. olt., hn I, J• ?1. 
Ibi4., »• 94. 
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decline tW 1911 could bl attributed to thl• epi4n1ca o-f aal.ar1& 

aad plague which 1Dfl1cte4 treaendoua 80rial:l.ty, be:I.Dc cODaequent~ 

higher tor tbt teaales ea a con .. quence o~ their neglect. Blt 

after :l.t, w!Q" eo auch decUDe? .:La beyond the ec.rope Of We 

exeroue. fhia decline beco.ea aU the aore ezcitiDs when. ezceaal'ft 

outaJ.gfat:l.on of thl aalea to •111t&r7 ae"'lcea,YI (4etaUa 1D 

chapter tour • !he religion ad C$"1'11 oODdl ticm • ) 8D4 ezteuift 

colonisation o:f OheDab Col0117 attraotiq huge nua~r of 111pal'lta 

are not1ce.38 The :fe1181e iDfat1oi4e waa alao ext~~ necl~Slble.'! 
Therefore with thla deoreaae iD thl cleo.ma-.or the ratio ehoul4 

haft con• up aip:l.ftcumtq, while ta zreveree :l.a tzue :1n practice. 

IGrih&raore the ratio hu been falling when hishl.T prol1tlo 

iauau-40 (relatln to H11ldua ad SikU) who bore en feaalee tliM 

aalee •re a 4ainBDt oonatitu4ent o1 the oltr'• poJQlatiou. 4l 

Ocmtraril.T whea they oa.'tlligrated due to tbl part1ticm of 1941, 

the ax ratio had bee goinc up with a ateep moline right upto 

1971, to aohien the ever h18beat lewl of 828 teawa per 1000 

aalea, 1D the hieto~ O'f the toa. h eatural powth ~loDe carmot 

ezpl.aiD thie illoreue. J. aip.lticut proportion ot tnallta :La 

a4decl thl-oqh atpatiOD troa o-ther 41atricta w1 thlD the etate. 

38. 

,9. 
40. 

41. 

Y.lf. Datta (ed.), lp Lkl&t RD !f''¥""fbtppt1 151919, 
lillian IDat1tute ot .t4Tance Stu! lea, 1111&, 1 • 
.lppen4toee Tin (p. 491) ad x (p.496). 

Alrlta~ pytpqt fpttUIE• 1914, Op. olt., Chapter %..0, 
·P• 5. 

Ooaua d l'n41&, 19,1, Jol. mi, Op. cit., Chapter I, P. 154. 
OtDaua o1 lD41a, 1901, Jol1 UXJ, Op, cit., Part I, P• 206. 

hoa 1901-19,1, 011 a nera.p, then •" 4?.''" llulia 
1l'l tbe o1 v ccapared to ,9.06" B11l4us a4 12 .45" 
S1Jtha. 
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Dur1Ds 1951-61, WMD the pl"'poriion of alee fro• nhlr 4utriote 

O'f the etate rose :troa 9.6~ to onq ]3.55", that of the ftaalee 

8prazl8 froa 4.J.aC to ll.55", &ll alaoet three :told tnoreaa, 42 

Other wpporiing taotora ares 1Doreaee ill teala lltencr, a4ftll0e­

•Dt 1D M41oa1 &14, abaelloe of ta.iaea ad epldeld.oe etc. !bt 

earlier dearth of feulee zoeeulted 1D hea~ arr1ap •tsratlon. 

42&·. PuD~ab Diatrtat Oenaue Ban4book, A•pt•u= Jtgtza.qs, 
1951, Ilid:I.IL Gcmumaent Presa, 1111&. 

CIMUI ~ p1•lt• 1961, Cip. eit., Part II..O (111), 
P• 7 • · . .· 



OIAPJBB- DR 

'1'he lnel of eolnoaio 4evelopaeDt of a plaoe la 4et•ftdlae4 

b.J the proportion of ita population ill the working force. What 

aattere aore aa.4 aeuurea thie clevelopMnt ia the tJpe of wol'k 

l7 

ad tbe qual1tJ of work aD4 labour wb1oh •acaP• ltaelt SD a «lftll 

no tor of labour fore•. !be leftl of dnelopMnt a4 the ~h 

of the workJ.Dc population follow a • s • - ahape4 l.qlatlo 

curYe.1 

!hie part of the atudy teds to UDderiab the nol.Utioll 

of tbe working pop1latloa for tbe oltJ, to delineate tbe courae 

it has followed to 8881111& tM ez1et1Ds atrttotue. It beco•• 

all the Mre 111portat u tbe o1 v 1a not a reoat ... rpnce, 

bot had. spec1al1•4 iD tnde ad c01111erce a1Dce tbt dawn of 

19th oeatur;v. lbt the preeellt etud.r tate a into ~~eoount ODlJ' 

the perS.oda troa 1901 to 1971 because tbe oenna 4ata ba4 becou 

aore atriDgent aDd nliable troa thu tiae 01'11.7. 

The concept ot •worar• hu oonatant~ changed amoe 

1901. 'l'bia has beooae aoat atr11'1sent b.V .tbe lateat ceneua of 

1971. J'or the flrst thrH 4ecll4ea, 1901-1921, tbe populatlOD 

wu 41vi4e4 into two ver, broll4 claeaea, •actual worbra' aat 



•aepeDde:ata•, wlth a reference period of cm.e 7ear. 19'1 oemn1a 

claee1t1e4 the popQlation at three leftla - eamere, work1D8 

depend en te aDd noa-workiDB dependent, keepliJ« the J~Gferenoe 

period aaae. The oenaua of 1951 waa aleo 1D DO ~ wry 

di:tfereDt fro11 that Ol 19,1 WheD lt olue1tie4 populatlOll iDtO 

•aelf•eupport!ns penon•, 'eam!Dg dependent• aD4 •aon-eam!D8 

depell4eDt'. with eillllar nfereDCe per1o4• Such broa4er 

class1f1oatlona were qus. te .,.aau• aad 1Dadequate 8114 hence a 

aore strict defirlltlon wu no11ftd 1D 1961 ensue which 41'ri4e4 

the populat1oD into 'workers ad non workers• with the ftCluctlon 

ot reference period to. cm}J' 154&7•• A worker wu deftae4 u a 
• 

peraon who eqagea bill aelf, 41reotl.J' or 1D4U.ot)1', in an eoona.i-

cal~ pro4uot1'ft aot1Y1 V• It included uot onl.J tbe actual 

won lNt alllo eftectln eupert'lalon u4 41reot1cm. of work. Ia 

oaae of seaaoD&l wol't, like oult1Yat1oD, cla1J7iDg etc. a perecm 

waa called a worker if he had aoae regular work ot •on thaD a 

hour a dq throqhout the greater pert of the woJ~kiDB aeuon. 

ADdiD the ca-se of a regular worll: lite trade pro:teaalon, eerYlce 

or buaineea etc., if M wu eaplOJed during 8DJ' of the flftMD 4e.Ye 

prece4112g the da.J of eDUilel'tlticm. 2 .looor41Dgl.J a peNOD oou14 

'be enppd 1D two, three or •ore aot1nt1ee. !bla ta11ao1 ia 

checked 1n tM ceuue of 1911 whioh eaplo1a tbe concept of ••m' 
act1.,.i'Q''. !he reference perlo4 baa alao beeD ft4uce4 to ODe 

-·· 
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•• t,he foreaost etep to be tateD la to am thb 4ata 

coaparable b7 putt!Dg 1 t OJl a aa.acm acale. .b tM. tripartite 

41'ri.a10D of the eoon0111c statu• baa been ebwmed 1ll 1961 the obaD&e• 

1rl 1951 aD4 19)1 4ata haYe bee aade 1D order to oontora to the 

new d1T1a1on of the population 1D.to workers a4 Dcm-wol'kera. 

With this tbe actual worken hue re•1De4 aa workere bu.t tho" 

pu.reu1Ds un productive aot1T1t1ea ban be~ trtmaferre4 to ocm­

wo:rkere. All tbt depen4ente ere treated u non""Workere. 

Por the present atu4J, it had al.wa7s beeo bette_. to acljut 

the data hoa 1901 aoaordiDg to the 1971 cnaua 4etiD1t10D ot 

worker, but aiDee tbl detailed 1Dduatr1&1 clualt1cat1on 18 not 

uallable for the town the adjuat.et baa bee obta!M4 bJ' 1961 

census 4et1Dlt1oa. The l&tter 41v1dee wol4cen ·into nine tnduatrl&l 

oategor1ee.3 the 4ata tro. 1901 to 1951 are· put to the 1961 

cen8UII 4efiD1 tion OD tlw basis of the edjuataent of 41Y1aloDs and 

sroupa u devised bJ' B.R. Kalra. 4 The J.D4utr1a1 categorlea III 

and If of workers for 1971 are c•birle4 W1 th catego17 nt of 1961 

aad 'fa and n tor the joint category ot IY 8D1 V of 1961. !be 

reat ho•ver reu:t.D• untouche4. 

At th18 atap it 'beoo•• clear that .first ~· (I, II 

an4 III) of the nine lDduatrl.&l categorlee of workers toaet•r 

'· I .. Ctil t1Tatorea U - Agricul tura1 labourere a 
UI- •illifts aD4 Q\larrJmgr IV 8ll4 'f - MazmttaoturiDC 
ed House-hold induatryt VI- Conetraot10DJ VII- frste 
and Oo.eroeJ VIII- Trauport, Storage atl Ca.un1-
caticJ.n.i, U - Other aeJ"V'1oea. 

B.R. blra, A note OD WOrkiDC Pol'Oe Batlaatea, 1901-61, b:fr lA• t;o'r9'2• Cnaue ot IDdl& 1961, Ott1ce of 
Re etrar ne of Irld1a, ••• Delhi, Appm41Z-l, 
P _ ,. 389-41,. D 

($3 
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o:onetitute a wry aaall proportion of the total wonen 1D the 

town. Bence these three are co•b1ned tog41ther With ao han to 

the a~eie (He tabl.e-1). 

After the data hae ben •ada coaparable, lt wu eub3eot 

2..o 

to two emero1eee - first, to obtaSil tb.a abaolute perontage rate• 

ot each Of tbe oatepries fro• the total WOfteN of tbe 8- deoa4e • 

!h:ls would help plot en •at.olute graph' (froa cbapter one). ,_ •• 

ezeroiaee are carried out tor eaob eez illcl.tt4ias the total pereoDa. 

!'he graphlt are plotted b7 takins the oeana yeare along %-fUd.e 

anct per 100 Yarlationa 1D tt. workirl~J ,.. population alODg T-u)ih 

J'or the· ':relative 8ftlph', 100 1a taken .,_ wherealong the alclt\le 

to ehow lDorease (+) or 4ecreaH (-) em a log graph. the w1d.er 

re:nse of tbe 1Dd1oea ot relatin growth ooul4 not be plotted on an 

ord1Da17 sr&Ph paper, like the absolute percentase rates. fbe 

uaJ.rela of both tile sraphll 18 carried out a111ul taneoua~. 

A carefUl observation of J1sure•2 conduces the 1Dterpretation 

ot ...rtatioaa in oategorils to be dealt~~ With 1D two aete -a) thoae 

aborbil'lg the bulk of the work1D& population ana (b) haYIDg the 

reuJnSDg workJ.Ds population. It abon that the percent~ of 

the workers to the total population hu gradually decl1De4, 

touoh1Dg the ever lowest 29.55" in 1911 fJ'O• ita peak of 42.?6" 

~.e .... 39·''"'1 611-i99i·l... • ......... 1D 1901 (aee ttgure-1). 

It la quite surprtatns for • town which wu labelled ae aa 
-e;ntJ~epot of tra4e5 in the later pert of the 19th centu17 ad ba4 

Alr1Sou: DJ!tr&qt iUttSttr• 1892-93, Calcutta CeDtral P:reaa 
CotLtd., Calou.tta, 189,, Chapter VI, P• 152. 
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lAlLI-I 

nmu DPPJ'li:Yb aW"''llQAZIR or JORQU lPI Zfl Rift c 1Z21-WJ) 

~;:~~~ , : .. r : !z • ~: j: l~f~ ~ ~~ i ~ i ~ i ~: i ~ ~ : i 
+ 

f' I : i • t • • 
1901 : 42•7' $7.74 9.1, ,.91 4.04 2.59 ]8.01 ,4.84 ''·'2 l.o& 1.17 •• 29.48 31.22 12.01 

19U : 40.55 64.99 '·'' ... 01 •• 11 2.15 ,..,-, ''·'2 44.65 4.79 5.08 o.&9 22.&6 23.75 '·'' 
192lJ i "·'0 57.97 5.38 22.20 23.28 ,., 24.51 22.50 56.12 2.42 2.50 1.19 21.77 28.99 7.62 ., l ,.bill I I 1 

1931 i l(i.ll 58.27 2 • ., 9.01 8.21 0.66 26.64 26.59 28.40 1.'75 1.80 •• r/.05 21.17 23.26 

1951 : 29.98 49.96 '·'' '·'' '·'· 4.25 15.68 15.44 19.92 1.09 o.es 5.10 29.95 ,1.62 0.55 

1961 • 1.65 25.27 26.2) 2.94 i :so.54 52.79 2.80 1.?1 0.52 ,,.82 ,..,, 21~29 ,.04 ,.17 o.oa 
• I • 

1971 i 29.55 51..S9 2.60 2.61 2.6, 0.79 ~.80 ,1.5'7 11.52 2.21' 2.35 0.21 )0.42 31.44 5.90 
•• • 

• ''f 
t If • CBDtlll 

' I ' 
I t , • I ... t 

.I!&II l t • I • I I • ' • 1 • 11 ' 18 • 19 • 21 • 21 ' 22 • • • • • • • • 
1901 • : 5.51 5.98 0.11 22.00 22.11 14.90 

l9U f 6.17 5.61 0.86 ~·'·'' 27.72· 4J.46 

• 21.55 
DISS 

1921 ~ 1.10 1.16 0.17 22.0' 29.50 304.60954552 
Si644 De 

1931 i 5.04 5.19 o.,, ,1.4' ,.,., 4'7.32 lll/11111111/lllll/1111111// 
G37696 

1951 112.48 1.)6 o.,9 30.09 41.~ 69•15 

1961 11.01 1.06 25.57 23.50 14.01 110.,0 
• 

1971. 1 9.81 9.38 2.10 ~.94 21.14 19.,8 
.J . 
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esper1ence4 ezteuive- 11l4uetrla11aat1on amoe the 4awa of thla 

ceatu17. 6 Doe• th18 oon•taat 4eolt.De ••• 

- 1) zretro.p-eaalOD, 

'u.) srowth of populaticft aore thaD the •11Plo,.at 

oppurtuntttea (tllat u, the population P'C'~'th 

hu not tollo-.4 the 108iat1o ourn ot 

4nelo,...t), 

W) exteaalve· MOhaDiaatioB, 

tt>-) lnoreuiq atfluenoe withtrawiDB aore a4 aore 

of the wonmc population tr01I the la"our to,..., 

eapecial'J' the ch114ren ad J'OUth (who so tor 

e4uoat1oD aDd the f••J.e• (lowr aa4 lOiter 

feaale partiolpaUon ia the labour toJCe ooatns 

4o• to 2.60" ill 1911 tn. 9·13" 1D 1901) aat 

Y) lllpl"GWe-Bt 1D '\M •au of trauport aat 

oon uuD1oat1oll eDCOUJ'IICiD8 aore ot looal tnden 

to J~ee14e outa1de tbe ton or SJrritl'q ao" 

,.ople ho1l oataide to work ill the towa. 

Speaklng 1D abaolllte tel'U the teol1De ba4 ben atelld.J' 

esce}rt lMttwen teo decadea <••• fisUN•l) - (a) n4inc 19'1 i'D 
ohaDce 

wblch lt ..-p.tered aof.u ooapue4 to 1921 11111 (b) ea4iq 1961: 

which repreeeated a alight lrloreu• fr01I 1951, for tl» total 

wol'ld.Dg populatiOD (pereona). !he'rel.atift growth' c ... ftpN-5) 

'· 



on tt. other haD4 hN ahowD a ate~ sndual mere- (1,.,~7 to 

185.0) be twa 19,1•1911, after a ateep Jibe 84.4 to 1,., .?) 

betweo 1921 aD4 1,1. !be two 4eaa4e• el'l4izla 1921 nciate'dd 

a .ole •lullp 1D t!Mt nep.tiw clireot1oD, to tbl lowet of 84.4. 

!he•• treD4e ill the workina popJ.latloD an corroborated 1JJ 
aiallar tnnd.a in the relati-n growth of total popu.latiOD of 

the ton (a" ta'Ole-2). It oou14 be eeen that it J!e81atert4 a 

ate-.47 lrlcre- trOll 16,.0 to 267.7 'betwee11 19,1-1971 after a 

eteep rise between 1921•19'1 of 98.6 to 163.0. !he two 4eoadea 

en41Ds 1921 4ep1ot.4 cteoreue 1n total population nlatl'M to 

1901. ftu al•11arltJ- u tnD4e aqpate that the growth of 

wort•n waa pl'OportloD&l to t~ total populatiOD• !he decline 

t1U 1921 - 4ue to tbl 41atrea..a con41 tlOD of tbe tOWD ll81b4 

b7 cholera and pique ep14eldoa, 7 outa1grat1oD to tbe canal 

ooloalea8 ad ncn1tant 1D &NT anct pol1ce9 of the pro4uctt.ve 

population. .&a 1a .. c11ate nbatat1al powth could be attl"lbute4 

to the 01111et ot 1D4uatrr10 aa4 moreuins 48Ulld of the looal 

o-.u 1n ih4t watem •ar~tet. u Such a •JVt to the po~ttJi . 

nt•• oou14 aenr be reoalle4 t11119'71. 

7. 

a. 

•• 

10. 

11. 

Mr&'!K ttlt~ 9UfJ!Ir. .1914, !be 01Y11 a4 11111tU7 - tif aa, Cil"ft 1914, Chapter 1-0, P• 21 • -

Ib14.' ,. 25. 

'·•• Dat• (84.), Ia ft«tf g !fi'' PU!'tim!'df 1919, I:eaiD btitate Tanee tu4le8, t 5, 
Appm41oe• VIII (p. 491) aa4 X (P. 496),. 

A. llactarquhar, ~ -~, Op. Clt.,, Chapter D,. Seotlo:n.1, P. 111. 

Mrltear,~SdPt Qwttua 1914, Op-., olt •.• Chapter ll-1,, 
P• 10 • . 
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2.6 

the -nrtat1ona ill 41fterent catepriea ot the total wol'ki~W 

populatioa 01111 be atu41e4 Ullder two Bl"'UP• - ( 1) tboH oatesom• 
alMiorbtns the bulk of populatloD an4 ( 11) othen wl.th tbl ftUi'D• 

11lg population <••• f18Ue-'). UJ14er tbll tl.ret bad an oatesort•• 

( D aDI1 V), VII aDd lith. The Mlla1D!DI (I, I! aa4 III), ft 

aa4 VIII conatitute the other poup. A ohal"acterlatlo feature 

· of the fomer 1a h1ghl.J' uetable upheanl.ou Yariat1on 1D tbt 

worldDg force (penna) u4 ... o•t nner attalDSnc the lnel of 

1901 1D 1971. b ezplaine4 earlier 1.1'14 alao 1n chapter cme, the• 

fluctuat1q treDda in general are 1Dflueee4 bJ' the p-owth of total 

population aftectecl bJ ep14e•1oa, almlpa 1ft trde, 1D4uetr1a11sat1onl 

econoalo 4epreaa1cm,. pariit~D of 1947 etc. -.mutaotar!Ds wu 

11aat 4rutical~ atteote4. !hla oatego17 (IV an4 V) pew betwen 

1921-1"1 due to !Ddustr1allll*tion bllt f.eoreue4 abeequ.ent~ 

beoauee of IIUIJlill exodua .ill 194? who worked •am~ OD tbe loou. 

lDduatri,allaat1oD ill the poet 1D4epeD4enoe period toot it INa 

15.~ (1951) to "~ (1961) ou)J' to 4eore- bJ' '" ill 1911 

due to the war and tenalon em 1Dtematt.onal border (PakiataD •r, 

Septeaber, 1965). frede 8D4 coaeroe (VII) 1B t~ $.'Ole catego17 

wht.oh could pwldllate it'• l.trrel of 1901 1ll 1911 (hoa 29.48JC to 

30.4~) mspite ot M&YJ' tluotuat1ona. 

the relative growth of there cawgort.ea (fipre-6) abowa 

that Danuf.otv.ring catego'17 could srow in t~ deca4ea .uttone4 

above (eDdiq 19'1 u4 1961) for •11111ar reucma.. It would crou 

ite 1nel o~ 1901 on~ 1D 1961. !be Vade ad ooueJ~Ce (nt) 

harJ reglateRJd a atead7 ucre..,. wt other •rncea (IX) deo11De4 

~ter 1951 haYing enj0Je4 a hJcb rlae aiDe• 1921. 



JAILI•2 

QPBI OJ' QLATIJI QROI:U Ol IOBDBtl g fll QJft' AQCOBPlft to IJpmJDIAz, QWIIIliCAJIOI (liQl-l!ll). 

1901 i 100.0 100 .o 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100 •. 0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

91.6 93.0 10., 80.1 42'.5 

u,.g 54.4 

47.4 281.8 299.1 112'.00 

1941* i .. •• •• •• •• •• •• • • • • •• • • •• 
1951 i 200.5 198.4 203.9 140.6 14'·' 1,1.6 Ul.., 

r r u • 

1961:. : 231.7 224.1 241.9 165.5 1?4.6 10.4 74.0 15.1 147., 172.2 22.8 

1971 i 267.7 255.1 185.0 195.4 81.1 150.2 117.5 u .•. - I II 

• ' I ' • 01181.18 t 

~ 
• 

=~ ~ ~ I ~··r· r: ' I :r : :!. ! ! i 4 ! I :! I I . ! : :r ::: ! ::_:·J I : !. • • ' 1 lj 14 • 15 • 16 • 17 • 18 • 19 • 20 • 21 22 : 2' : 24 • 25 t 

I • • • • • • • t • 
•I 

I , 
I d I • .... 6 • I ••• • • t , I 

1901 t 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 10010 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

19U: '401.1 ,91.2 •• 68.6 69.6 41.4 "'·' 86.7 .,., UI.T 111.7 19,.1 .•. ··I· I 'L 
I • ••r• ...... ,.. IT . . I I 18 11 1 

1921 : 192., 186.6 •• 79.4 81,1 ,,.o 1&.9 1,., 12.2 84.5 82.9 109.7' 

1931 : 226.2 226.2 •• 126.4 12'1.1 91.2 126.1 12?.5 20.4 1M.9 200.00 150.,' 

19411 ' ' •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• • • • • 
1951 : 14'·' 107.7 •• 142.8 1A8.2 , .• 178.8 180.6 42.t 272.1 264.4 '89.1 

1961 : 472.8 472.,. •• 141.9 146.7 18.1 ,18.& '21.1 102.0 192., 180.? ,,,.o 
• tm : ,,.o ,9,.5 •• 190.9 1M.8 "·' ,,1.5 ,,2.9 220.4' 201.4' ~.2 9)2.1 

• Data tor 1941 Aft run ..... Uable. 



These data whe1l relatt4 to chapter onept eluo14ate4 to 

1!"8ftal that tbe t011n wu al.W&7• 011 tbe path of popeae. Jbt tbe 

cleorean 1D aarnafacturtq 1a 4ue to tM -rgenoe of !Dduatrial 

auburbll 11b Chh.$11arta, Jan418.1a, Verk& 1n the 4iatr1ot iteelt 

ad rate))8arh ChuriaD aD4 latala (a COJiplez) 1D thl a42oiD11l8 

Gurdaap;ar diatr1ot. All tbeH are looate4 within 40 Ills. tro• 

the city. !he nr.y dnelopaent of theae wu clue to ...... toD ot 

tuea 1apose4 by tiW otv cnm1o1pal oo.a1ttee.12 !he location • 

of theae oentzoee on the routeo o1 tranaportatlon haatene4 their 

4enlopaeDt. On tbe otber baDd trade 8D4 oo.eroe (table-2) 

grew stead11J 1D tbe town. In the poat i114epenteaoe per1o4, 

perpetual tene1on on tbe border l!ID4 ocou1onal wan have 41acou-..4 

tbe noxwal fP"'wtb eapeo1&111" of the induat17 1111b1oh nqut.rea 

aubstantial 1Dveetaent. 

Proia the .. CODd p-oup (li),. t'tO eub-groupa CIID fVtlwr be 

delJ.neate4 (aee figure•)) firet ODe deplcitlDg 1118h ~tiODa 

1Doluclea (I, II ard III) azul VIII oatesorlea aacl the ethel' Oil• 

w1 th relative~ le811, illoluclea n. In the ftret eub-poup, * 
prilla.J7 eector (I, II and III) hall CODeiateDU,O 4ec11De4 attel' 

aohiev1Dg ao &11 tlae bi«h of 22 .2~ ill 1921. fb1e iDoreue it4: . . ~ 

d1Dl.7 clue to the oultlvaton (I) wldch JIOM to 17.17- 1D 1921. 

!he 4eclille after 1921 corro'bontee the pt"Oceaaea o'f :I.Dduetrialt­

ea~ioD end urbanlsa'Cioll u aD iltoreui!!lgl.J' ul*l cenV. hu 1•• 

ad leaa of ita workt.Dc population ecapd in pr1JIU':V act1't1.t,-. 

Extena1ve aecbard.aatlon ot 881"1oulture hu alao satluenoecl it. 

12·· .l. ~farclUbar ~ • Op. clt., Obapter E-ll P•P• 168-169. 



!he dewlopiDc urball oharaoter le fUrther atnqthelled. by the 

tacJ't- 1D the .... o~ truaport, atoftBe a111 c.-mtcaucm. 

!be relat1•• srowth c ... tJ.cue-6) tu.ll3 ooapllea with 'tlle abon 

d1aouaa1on. A alight illcnue 1D (I, II 81l4 III) to 2.61" lD 

1911 dul"lDg 1961-71 1a aa1Dl7 4ue to I ad II oatecoriee (2.1"') 

which a1gbt be due to seatleaan fuairJC or to na4e taua. the 

oatego17 VIII baa increased atead1]3 attar 1921 f~ 1 ta au U• 

low of 16.90· to ,1.50' 1.D 1971. For obnoua reuou iD the 

atnue that being a Naldual cateaor;v (1D tame of twlotlona) it 

would foUow the 1Dcreaee 1n othere eepeo1&111' till tert1&17 

aector. 

1'11 the MoODd nb-group (eee figure-') the abaorbptton of 

workers ira conatJ"Uot1on (VI) 1a enre•lJ' low except the deoadea 

en41q 1911 ana. 1961 which em be Mea u thl p11aM•· of 

4.-.elOPMDt 1D ter~~a of a.ew conatnctlcm.. !M perpttual 4eolirae 

fro. 4. 7,C 1D 1911 to l.o,c 1D 1951 1a .i.D41oat1n o~ the orlti.oU 

J'•an underaoiDs aenre eccmc.1o depreea1on u4 4leu'tei'OU 

poll tical diaturballcea. the decade. eni~Dc 1Jl 1961 realatere4 

a eu~tant1al increase to ,.04" a1crlif71Dc' rap14 m4uatrtalbaUcm 

M4 urbell!.Batlon. file 4ecre- lD nbRquent cteca4e wu 4ue to 

the war of 1965. 81at11ar trcm4• artt reported b7 tb relaUw 

srowth of theae oatesor1e• (aee fipre-6). 

!he Yari.atiolle i1'1 tM wo~ catepriea for •111•• do 110t 

4n1ate at all ~roa those of the total populatloll (penoaa) tor 

the ataple nuon that •jorl v of worbra ue till ulea. !he 

fe.-lee are. 1rl mbatantial amori..,. bdfol'l' '.alMa' are aot 

41acusH4 eeparate]¥. !he total taU, hownr, 1a nbatattal, 

COidng 4oWD to 52.'"' 1D 1971 tz.o• 67.?4,C 1D 1901 <•• ftgure-1). 
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Contrarily, the variations in feaale employaent are very 

significant, though their participation in the labour force is 

very meagre. As an indicator af urbanization, l3 the female 

participation has declined instead o·f going up. It has fallen 

down to its lowest of 2.80~ in 1971 from its peak of 9.13~ in 

1901 (see figura-l). Boes it mean that the urban standard of 

the city has falle.n~ decad~ by decade? Probab]S not. It is 

due to the fact that this cultural region does not favour female 

employment. ftleir employment is on]S out of necessity. Moreover, . 

increasing mechanisation demands more and more of skilled labour 

which the females in the lower rung o:£ strata laclc.14 Fu.rtheraore, 

improvement in the socio-economic conditions withdrawa_ females 

from the labour force. It is due to thepe reasons that their 

participation rate has been falling inspite of tremendous 

increase in sex ratio after 1931 (665 females per 1000 males 

to 825 Pemal~aleslOOO in 1971). 

14. 

Eshref Shevky end WeDdell Bellt 'Social .Area Analysis' from 
George A. Theodorson (ed. J, Studies in Jmman .Ecolqg, 
Row, Peterson and Oo., E~ford, Bew York, 1961, 
Part II, Section-B, p~p. 226-235. 

Percentage o"f fe•les engaged in 'manufacturing and household' 
has fallen from 69.62" in 1901 to 11.5~ in 1971. 
Category VII registered decrease from 12.07" to 5.90" 
respectively. Other categories unlike those mentioned 
above do not show much change. Cultivators (I) 
decreas•d from 0.25" in 1901 to 0.1~ in 1971, 
Agricultural labourers (II) fr011 1.89" to 0.52~, llining· 
and Quarrying from 0.45" to o.oe~ (I, II, III combined­
from 2.59~ to 0.79"), construction (VI) from 0.6~ 
(1921) to 0.21" respectively. Increase in other 
services (IX) from 14.-90" to 79.,~ respectively due to 
increase in literacy (female) and libez-tl12Sation of 
values regarding female employment in service sector •. 
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The absolute graph for feaale workers (see f1gure-4) briDge 

forward two important industrial categories (IV and V) and IX which 

have followed diametricallY opposite trends right from 1901 to 1971. 

The percent female workers in former categor,y decreased oonsistentlJ 

froa 69.62" to a mere 29.2~ respectively, forming a slight crest 

in 1921 (figure-4). Corresp6Ddingly, employment in 'other services• 

(IX) increased from 14.90" to 74.08" respectively with aa equal 

trough (c.f. the crest ot IV and V category) in 1921. The 

steep rise after 1921 is more pronounced and steady than the 

decline in oategory (IV and V). The relative growth of female 

workers (figure~) in theee categories corroborates the description 

made earlier. 

The remaining categories except the VIIth have very low 

proportion of :teaa1e workers only to show very minor or no change 

at ali from 1901•1971, which donot seea to attract any attention 

worth de~cripti~. The var1abil1 ty of category VII i"s very high 

starting from 12~07- in 1901, after a little depression till 1921 

it shoots up to 23.26- in 1931 but again to tall to all time 

low ot 0.55" in 1951. After this a gradual increase to 5.90" 

~~ registered in 1971. When their counterparts (males) do not 

vary much, this variation remains obscure. The relative gro~h 

of these categories in extremely fluctuating with high 

inconsistency. 



CHAPTER - THREE 

!BE MOVEMENTS II TBB POPULATION 

The migration is one o~ the most significant variables 

which determines the size and the structure of a given population, 

though Jfalthus considered :Lt only ot local s1gnif'icance.1 It 

is not an independent variable to come into play b,y itself but 

depends almost absolutely on a variety of economic, sociological 

and geographiceJ. factors. '!'be streas td migration determine the 

growth of any given a_~ a:, as a consequence o-t the tpush and pull' 

factors which are the net results of the above mentioned factors. 2 

'!'his coincides with the contention of Malthua that other factors 

being equal, the population of a place keeps on growing as far 

as 1 ts economy supports it. Inferentially, depending upon the 

growth ot a place the outmigrants would be replaced by the immigrants. 

This would involve turnover of the economically productive 

population. But even then thl decrease O"t econ0111cally productive 
is 

population does not rae an that tbe place i,deoaying because of the 
due 

following important tactorsAto the advanoeaent in technology. 

Por instance, (1) industrialization might have become more 

organized, barring unskilled labourers from work, ( ii) indust17 

becoming more and aore capital intensive and (iii) advancement 

in transport draStically increasing the DUmber af daily commuters 

to their place o~ work.' 

1. James X. Beshers, Population Processes in Social Systems, the 
:tree Press, Bew York";--r9"6'T;--p-;p-; 5=31;- -----

2. There is a close relationship between migration and popula-
tion growth, intluenc.ed by(a) the direct movements of 
the migrants themselves, {b) impact on the population 
structure of the two regions and (c) effect on the socio­
economic conditions 01f the two regions, which may reduce 
or negate the results of transfer. . 

(IP.Bote-3 on nextpage) 1 



The migration is dealt with in this chapter at two levels, 

firstly for the district and secondly for the cit.y. The data 

available are very scanty. So the analysis is made on the basis 

of its uniform availability. At the district level again it is 

worked out at two levels, firstly on the basis of net migrants 

(immigrants less emigrants) from 1881 to 1931 and secondly on the 

basis of enumerations at the place of birth for 1921, 1931, 1951 

and 1961. As the data for net migration were not available at 

the city level it is carriid out only with the place of birth data 

for 1881, 1901, 1921 and 19:51 decades. Besides the terri to rial 

changes that have taken place one forte of this study is that 

the limits of the tahsils which now constitute the district (1947) 

have substantially remained the same since 1854. All the village 

transfers have been made before thts. time. 4 But the surroundings 

have undergone· a drastic change. The biggest is that o'f 1947 

.effected by the partition of India and Pakistan. Therefore, in 

accordance with the changes, the study is divided into two periods .. 

- one relating to it before 19:51 and the other from 1951 to 1961. 

Migration to and from the District: The first part deals 

with 'net migration' between 1881 and 1921 (data not available 

for 19:51) which is the net result of the excess o-f immigrants to 

emigrants (+) and vice veroa (-) of the same time period. fhe 

figures thus obtained do not give a better picture and hence to 

find out inter~censal net migration, survival ratio5 is applied. 

3. x.c. Zachariah, ~1£;r.a.u:t.Q...J!tJ!.!:!..'!te;:_~J!bay, Asia Publishing 
House, Bombay, 1968, P• 337. 

4. A. Kacfarquhar, Punjab District Gazetteers, Amr!~~~~­
D1strict:"1Controller of Printing and Stationery, 
PUii)a.T;;-chandigarh, ~ -i, p.:5Q. 

10+¥ears population of the precadirig xeK. The ratio 
Total population of the succeeding year 

' I 



The results are given 1n table-1. A careful glance o-t this table 

reveals that excepting Lahore which shows a constant inflow of 

migrants (1nm1grat1on stream) fr011 Amritsar, no other district 

depicts tn or outflow of tbe migrants from or to Amr1tsar1 

Those who outflowad to it in first two decades registered inflow 

from it in the narl decade and vice vel'$a. Hence to east out 

37 

the aualysia, first two decades 1881-1891 and 1891-1901 are 

eliminated for which sex-wise composition of migrants is also 

available. fbe rest two decades do not depict a similarly consistent 

pattern and hence discussed individually. 

For the first two decades (1881-1901), three groups of 

districts are formed, depending upon the migration stream: 

(i) Those which lost population to the district; 

(ii) fhoae which gained from the district and 

(iii) Those o:L the(mixed type) which sometimes lost end 

sometimes gained. 

'I.'he first ce.tegory includes the districts of Boshis.rpllr, 

Jullundur, Xapurthala, Feromepur, Sialkot, Gujranwala, Gurdaspur 

and Gujrat. As most of these are the neighbouring districts, so 
-j; 

the pro~imit,y pla,sa significant role 1n this population turnover. 

The denselY populated sub-montanee districts of Hoshiarpur, 

Sialkot and Gurdaspur push population to the district. Jailundur 

district also has higbf density. Besides this the flourishing 

trade and commerce ot Amtritsar city exerts a big pull factor, 

The census reports that "the attractive influence of a great 

centre of ecmmerce is at once apparsnt 1n the figures. Amritsar 

5.(contd.) lultiplied with the net migrants of that decade 
subtracted from net migrants of the next decate •. 



TABLE - 1 

ESTDU.TED SIZE OP INTER..CENS.AL NET MIGRATION TO AID FROJI 

AJIRIT§AR DISTRICT :SSMEN 1881 g~ ~~21 

Name cd the Districts : : 1881-1891 : 1891-1901 : 1901-1911 : 1911-1921 : 
I I I I I 

~ 
I 

r : 2' • ,. t 4 • 5 ' : 7 • • t ' 
Amba.la -8 180 -38 -170 -
Kangra -77 555 774 821 + 

Hoshiar:pur + 1569 1921 -1280 1846 

Jullundur + 950 1942 -1124 1348 

Kapurtbala + 2009 2392' -2357 136 

Ludhia.na -5 207 -66 -1~ -
Perozepur + 280 828 -1013 885 

Patia.J.a -461 '362 -465 -38 -
Montgomery - -1916 -4210 2161 -5455 

Lahore - -152:5Z -5243 -17627 -:5457 

Sialkot + 5322 8791 7490 1324' 

Gujranwa.la. + 569 10984 -2722 7120 

Gurdaspur + 7761 8147 -5987 4:587 

Gujrat + 51 125'3 -1172 81 

Rawalpindi -943 llO :533 -146 

Jhang 279 -55668 44509 21 + 

llultan - -1008 -2279 -1415 9497 

Other districts of 
the stat~s in 
Punj&.ll - ::j;L -:J.l:ZQ -1!228 -i!22I -

Peshawar - -250 -1'32 -434 ·~.&.. 

NWPP •• •• •• N.A • 

Table Contd •••• 



. ' . . . . . 
.... o~ the Dutnota j · : 1881-1891 : 1891-1901 : 1901-19U : 1911-1921 : 

1 . : : _I I s I i I -1 s I I ! 2 

Uni te4 ProT1Dcee of 
Ape. aa4 Quoh 

Ott.r lr14Uil State• 
beycmt Pull~ab .a 
•wi'P 

- lll51 

-2201 

218 

416. 

- 724 

-858 

655 

106 

•554,1 

•• A. 

- 514 ··'· 
- %46' ·~·· 

-11121 B.A. 

,6, ....... 
- 4521 _,0688 

sssu in Col. 2t (+) Bzo••• ot ~te to ftip'Uta 

1h the 4eoadea (1881-91) ad 

(1891•1901) 

lieU 111 Col. '!f 

(•) Bxc••• cd ••tsraDte to 1uigrante in 

both the clecadea 

( ) ldzed ..,. • 

8i11Slar oODDotatiOD bltwe· 

(l:901-19U) •4 (l9U-1921) • 



draws population from all parts of the province. While 90" or. 
the rural population is indigenous no less than 30" of the town 

people are born outside the district and nearly 9~ from beyond 

the province". 6 

%ABLE ·2 

PERCENTAGE OF IIALES OF BOTH THE SEXES POR DISTRICTS 

OP { & '.} CATEGORY 

• ;l§§;J.; I 1826" a • 

. ~0 

Name of ·the Districts : Immigrants ; Emigrants- : Immigrants : Emigrants 

Hoshiarpur 52.00 48.20 55.00 45.00 

Jullundur 37.90 48.00 45.00 45.00 

Xapurthala ••• ••• ••• • •• 

Fero2iepur 23.50 61.70 26.00 58.00 

Sialkot 43.10 37.70 41.00 32.00 

Gujranwala 53.20 48 .. 70 52'.00 59.00 

Gurdaspur 37.40 :52.90 29.00 32.00 

Gujrat 57.40 64.00 62.00 56.00 

Source: A.m:t"i tsar District Gazetteers. 

1883-84 and 1892-93. 

6. Amri tsar District Gazetteer, 1883-84·, Calcutta Central 
Press Co. Ltd., Calcutta, 1884, Chapter In-A, 
P• 16. 

• 
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fable-2 aho't'a that tbtre la a l&rpr proportion ot teale 

to Dle iDSBreta fro• theee Dtighbourmg 41ab1ote. It . .. 
1Dd1catea three thi.Dga - firatl7 it 1a due to t• dearth ot ftulta 

created in tl.- 41atrlct 4ue to hea'fJ tenle aortali t7 in the 

great pl.apt ep1dea1o of 1881 to the os-der of 146 teaalta per 

1000 persona -.pillet a noftl&l of 62 oal.J tor tbat rear.T their 

dearth 1a &lao attributed to tM neglect of fe-.lea act t!leir 

1Dtant1oidt. a Seccmdly the inoreuillg ehawl treAt aight haw 

attraated a aubatanttal proportion of tenlee along W1 th the 

aalea to wod~ cm the looa. 9 !bird~ • the tr(41atrlot • •) proxt.al v. 
It beooaee clear when wl Dot1ce4 low proportion ot teaal• aicraDta 

to and troa the relatin~ 4iatantl.J placed d:latr1ots ot IJoahiar­

pur, <hl3ra.nla and l1u3nt. fbe onq district which n~op 

aubatatSal pin of -.,1e tldcrallta froa Allr1 taar OYer 1 ta .ale 

1•1Brata to tbat place 18 Jl'eroHpur. It ill 4ut to ita ftl7 

loft denaitT a4 abuD4aace o'f teriUe laa4 attraotlnB tht 

418tresat4 (troa epS4eaioa) population of Allr1 tar to oul tl'Yation •10 

1M dJ7 area ill &leo aore hTPD1o an4 bealtbitr u COJlP&rel to 
u Jarltaar. 

1. 

a. 

9 .. 

10. 

u. 

Mn!~R Dtftdqt f:t•"ttft• 1892-93, Calcutta Central Pre• 
o. L • , Calou ta, 93, Chapter VI, p • 16,. 

Arl••v Dut;iiS QUitter, 1913, fhl ctrtl aad MUituJ 
Guttw :reea, Lahore, 1914 .. 

hrtStv pytv.qj .IU•tMz, 1892-9,, Op. ott., Chapter III-.l, 
P• ,o. 

-Op• Olt.t. 
MdUR lliftrJ.qt IMttttr, ms~.~bapter lii-.l, P•· 16 

Onaua ot Plm~ab t 1961, Punjab tlo'Nrn•nt Pwea, OhiD4tprh, 
Part I-A (iJ, P• 1?1., 



'!he second category includes the districts of •ontgoae17, 

Lahore, Jlu.ltan and Peshawar. These districts enjoyed a substantial 

gain of population from Amritsar. !he reasons are obVious, Lahore 

being the capital of the state with low density and increasing 

amenities attracted large population from Jmritsar. Since 1881 

Amritsar has yielded its first position o~ the largest city to 

Lahore.l2 And the other districts have come under the canal 

colonization scheme which tremendously increased the cultivable 

ave~e of land attracting the cultivators.13. !he distressed 

condition of the district bas aotBd as a catalJst. 

PBRCEI'l'AGE JU.IBS Ol BOTH !DB SEXES lOR DISTRICT OP 

( ii) category 

• 
' 188.1 ' 189.1 

lfaae aL the ~triots ! ImDl1grant8Tim1grants ! !limigrants,,: laliranta 

llontgoaeey 69.60 60.90 63.00 62'~00 

Lahore 41 .. 20 45.00 32.00 38.00 

llultan 67.60 72.80 66.00 67.00 

Peshawar 63.1 84.90 57~00 75.00 

Source: Aaritsar District Gazetteers of 

1883-84 and 1892-9, •· 

. . 
13. Asritsar District District Gazetteer, 1914, The CiT-il 

and Jfilitary Gazettee Press, lahore, 1914, 
Chapter I-C, P•· 25. 



table-3, abo• that thie autual tumner of tba populatlOD 

wu pre4oa1DaatlJ' a p~ ot the alee. It ahowa that the 41ataaoe 

baa pliQ"ed a aipS.tioant role in tbla aSBrat1• -atn•• !he 

proportion of aal.ea wu alwqa •re in eat«ranta tlum SllldcnDt• 

which allude~ to the tact that niaratloa wae predoamaat~ 4ue 

to tt. 'eoODOIIio pull' of those dlatrlole. fbi urr~ •i«ratloD 

wu drutloal~ out clownwith bcreaaill« 41etaDoe. Lahore, a 

84joiDtirlg dietriot ejo~d 81'4tater feaale a.tgratlotl. 

!'he third cateao17 1D.olu4ea .lllbal.a, lallsra, Lu4h181la, 

PatSal.a, Rawal.pSn41 aD4 ·JbaDc. All the• 41atrlota except ~ 

lost population to !arltear 4urtng(l881-91) bot gatnecl fro• it 

1D the aubaectuent decade. The eztnta of «aiD or loaa are Dot 

laree ezcept ~ ~he population loae to Jbatlg 4ur1D£ 1891-1901. 

!hie pull of .naans wae clue to the net wos of caala in tb1e .rea10D 

of the prOYtnoe which waa aparseq populatea.14 '!'he net outilotr 

ration to theee 41atr1cte 1D the first decade wu 4ue to the pJ.asue 

epideaio which waa regail'le4 112 the au.beectueDt decade .arlred b.r 

tbe upcoa1118 carpet 1n4Utl7• 

It'• Dot possible to heclle the two dtoadea 1901 to 1921 

1D the aboYe aaDDer, beoa'USe of the szoeater ataal esobaace ot. 
' 

population betweD these 41etrlcte. Bxcept1118 Xaqra froa whSOh 

Jar1taar has gafrled in bOth the decades it has loat onlJ' to Allbala, 

1Altlb1ua, Pat:t.ala 8Dil Lahore coneiatent~. 4ur1Dg 1901-1921. em~ 

Lahore's ehare 1e a!BDitioant. l'or the rest of tM 41atrlot• ill 

JA. Ib14., P• 25. 



general it is clear that Amritsar lost eignifioantlJ during 1901 

to 1911. This was a period of malaria and plague epidemioa.15 

Besides theee, Amritsar also lost significant!J to other districts 

of the states in Punjab coapared to the proportion lost during 

1881 to 1901. 

Other decade, 1911-1921, regained the lost population to a 

great extent. Besides tbe absence of so severe epidellica in this 

part of the province the water-logging of the canal colonies o-t 

Sialkot, Gujranwala, Gujrat & Sheikhupura which lost a considerable 

area from un4er cultivation pushed back the migrants to their place 

of orjgiD. 16 

Bow looking at the net migrants to and from states outside 

Punjab it is noticed that by 1881 there were 699 net -immigrants 

froa Rajputana 7216 from United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, 

8718 from Kashmir 950 from other Indian states and 582 from foreign 

countriea~17 !his is indicative of the flourishing trade and 

commerce of this district esp. the city. EUt the epidemic of 1881 

followed by a decrease 1n shawl trade pushed back the migrants 

esp. t:he skilled workers from Kashmir. !he ~~estoration ot noraal7 

back home (Xashadr) catalyaed their return.18 All the states 

registered a gain of population from Aaritsar in the subsequent 

decades.. The district alwrqs gained population from abroad m.ost]3' _ 

due to its international trade 11nk8.19 

15. Ibid., P• 27. 
16. Oensus of India, 19:51, Vol. XVII, Punjab and Delhi, Part I, 

The Civil and Military Gazettee Press, Lahore, 193), 
Chapter I, P• 40. 

17. Punjab District Gazetteers, A.mritsar District, 1933, Punjab 
Government Press, Lahore, 19:54, Vol. XIII, Statistical 
Tables, Table-S, P• 18. 

18. (Op. cit.~ 191:51 . P• 25. ( Amritsar District Gazetteer) 

19. ._. -· :., A. Jlacfarquhar, Op.¥~~ Chapter II, Section-3,, p. 171 • 
• 
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The migration data available for 1931, 1951 and 1961 are 

by place o-t birth ollq, Thes,'le data are discussed in two groups 

because drastic territorial changes took place in 1947. Now looking 

at the 1931 data, it becomes clear that this decade (1921 to 1931) 

experienc8d tremendous growth in population. Besides this, much 

of migration did not take place as 97.59~ o~ the population was 

born within the district. Only 1.15" were born outside the district 

but within the state and 1,14~ 1n other states, !his mainly due to 

natural increase in which MUslims (with high natural increase) 

played a predominant role. 20 _ 

!he last two decades cd 1951 and 1961 refer to the post 

partition period, This partition resulted in the muslim exodus to 

be substituted by Hindu/Sikh refugees, totalling 317,743 persons 

(170,975 males and 146,768 females). The impact of partition is 

revealed by the following table: 

!Alml-4 

Percent Population ot Alri~sar D&strict Epumerated bi 
PJ.ace of Birth 

Place of Birth 

:Born within the 
district of 
enumeration 

Born m other 
districts of 
the state ot 
enumeration 

: TOTli; 
Born in states other 
than the state ot 

• t , p 

57.88 

5.15 

• • I 

: 
:r: 

I 

p • • , • 
57.63 58.)7 76.98 77.47 

5.70 4.50 6.58 5.58 

• • I 

F 

7.76 
84·.18 

F:t~U. India 2!:1¥ l:i 2~:~ if:a; iH i!:it 
Birth place unolassi:ried 

7.08 7.72' 6.33 0.11 0.~9 0.11 

~. lop, cit.) Census of !D!ta, 1931, Vol, XVII, Part I, p, 69 •. 
• 



Table-4, shows that of the total ot 63.03" bom within the 

state o:t enWieration onq 57 .as" are district born. The correspond­

ing figures for 1961 are 83.57~ and 76.98~ respectiv.ely. The 

partition also deterred inmigration from states within India, only 

1.89" compared to 2.45" 1n 1961. With restoration o! the normalcy. 

On the other hand the proportion of those born outside lndia was 

inflated 1JJ the refugees to 2:1 .97~. Corresponding proportion for 

1961. It's lesser amount would have definitely affected the above 
21 proportions. Table-4 also reveals that the proportion of females 

born fn other districts of the state in 1961 significantly out­

number the males, unlike 1951. This seems more due to marriage 

migration. 

ligrata.on into the Qitxt 

Between 1881 to 1961 the data for this part of the 

study are not available for the years, 1891, 1911 and 1941. The 

available data are in very crude form and it's the feeling at the 

researcher that 1 t should not be taken too seriously., Hence it is 

analysed at a broad level. Purthermore to cope w1 th the territorial 

changes (1947) it is divided into two parts. One part dealing with 

1881 to 1931 and others· \fith 1951 and 1961 onq. In the first part 

data for the decades 1881 and 1901 were available in a composite 

form unlike the· detailed one for 1921 and 1931. To make it 

comparable the latter decades are grouped on the lines of the 

former decades (see table-5). 

21.. Amritaar DistJiot Cenaus Handbook, 1951, Punjab Government 
Press,. Chandigar~ fly Ieaf foT table D-VI. 



Plac:e of Birth t 
t 

,%ABLB-5 

PEROElft POPULATION OP AJIRITSAR CI'l't EBtJJIBRA!ED Bf PLACJ OP Bm'l'H' 

18§1 r 19Qt : : J921 
p : • f J' : p : II : p : p : II : 

! 
t 
t 

47 

p 

!otal Population 151,896 86,714 65182 162,429 93,199 69,230 160,218 95,106 65Jll~ 264,840 158,985 105,855 

· I. Bo:m Within the 
Province 

(i) Born in the city/ 
district of 
enumeration 

89.51 88.26 

86.78 

91.18 95.48 

••• • •• 

96.96 96.00 94.95 96.94 96.60 

••• ( 81.88 77.99 87.57 ) 94'.25 93.41 95.25> ----------------------( tu) Born in other ( ~----
districts of ( · ) 

9.95) the state 2~73 3.9z 1.1~ ••• ••• ••• ( 14.11 16.96 

II. Bom Outside the 
Province 

(i) Born in the 
adjac-ent states 

( ii) Born in other 
- states 

(iii) Born' outside the 
country 

ll..22 8.65 4.17 5.17 

••• •••• • •• 89.89 90.20 

••• ••• ••• 10.10 9.79 

0.~7 0.43 

3.69 

89.15 92~32' 

10.84 7.67 

0.17 

95.34' 

4'.65 

o.c 

2-.31 

16.49 

0.14 

2'.81 

7.15 ... 
o.~ 

Source:- Census of India, 1881. Punjab and its Pendatories, Pari II, Government td India 

Printing Press, Calcutta, 1883. 

- Census cd India, 1901. !he Punjab and its tindatclries, Pari II, The Govemment 
Central Printing Of:tioe, Simla, 1902'. 

92'.79 

0.35 

~Census ot India, 1921 and 1931. Punjab and Delhi, Part II. The Civil and Dli'tary 

Gazette Press, Lahore 1923 and 1933. 

92.94 

0.04 



!able-5 shows that the decade 1881 stands out separately 

1'roa the rest due to the tact that it experienced maximua 

immigration, as onlY 89.51- of the total population enumerated 

in the city was bom within the province. Remaining 10.1~ 

were born in other states and oDly 0.32~ outside India. This 

heavy 1nm:tgration as explained elsewhere is due to the attractive 
22 . 

influence of a great centre of commerce, and great infiux o-f 

Kashmiris, contributing three quarters of surplus population. 2' 

!he Deputy Commissioner remarked, •the increase in Amritsar city 

b.J ~represents the natural gro~ of a flourishing centre".24 

48 

In the Subsequent decades, the proportion of the population 

bortl within the province revolved around 96.0'"' (prec·isely 95.48" 

(1901), 96.0~ (1921) and 96.~- (1931). !be census Commissioner 

of the 1901 census re~ka", Aari tsar district increased by ,.10~ 

in the decade ending 1901. Aaritsar ·city alone irlcreased by 

25 ,66) persons, exeluding which the district grew only by 0.50". 
' ' . 

I 

!he city has 22D3' Xashm.iri immigrants (p:robably the remains ot 

iuul1grants before 1881) and those from Bombay and Sind are 

considerable. (among 4.17~ at those born outside the provinceF 

(see table-5) U The Deputy Commissioner notes that plague aeasurea 

in !oabay and elsewhere appear to have driven people to the city. 

lht on]J' 298 immigrants from Bombay appear in returns. Probably 

the returns are below the aark, people who C8JI8 to Punjab froa 

Bombay not being over SD:d.ous to proclaia the fact. Bombay 

(Op. cit.~ 188)..84, Chapter III-A, P• 16. ( Arnritsar District 
Gazetteer) Ibid., P• 16. 

Ibid..,, P• 17. 



immigrants are v.ery soatterred and are nearly all parsis and 

other traders•.25 

!low looking in absolute tems within each decade it becoaes 

clear that the proportion born 1D other states is constantl.7 

deolin.ing, acQuiring the lowest mark of 2.81" m-19:51 from its 

highest of 10.12~ in 1881. This decline is due to the occassional 

recurrenc-e of_ the epid~mios o~ plague, smallpox and rtalaria _in -

1891, 1903-1907, l910o-ll, and 1918, and of cholera in 1914 and 
26 -

1929. The decrease in the foteign born from 0.37" 11'1 1881_ to 

0.23" ill 1931 is again to the above mentioned taotors. The 

ec:onom1c depression withdre·w the representatives of the foreign 

fims from the eitr.27 

Tab1e•5, shows that the females have alw~s followld their 

counterparts -v.ery closely, but their proportion of those born. 

within the state had always been greater than them. The distance 
state 

again proves to be an important faotor. The intr~ migration 

involves higller and inter-state migration, lower, proportion of 

fearales. to aales (.see table-G). !he · lat~er stre8Jil 1s predominantly 

from the adjacent states fd United Provinc:es o-f Agra and Oudh. 

Kashmir, Balanehistan, Rajasthan, Delhi and !forth-west 

llrontier Provinces, amounting to around 90~ 1D all decades-. 28 

2?. Cen8U8 cd India, 1901, Vol. XVII. The PuDjab and its 
Pendatories and The lf W l P. The Gav:ernment 
Central Printing Office, Simla, 1902, Part I, 
P•P• 49.80. 

26. v .. 11. Datta, Am.ritsa.r Past and Present, lluntcipal Coamitte•, 
Amritsar, 1967, p~ 54. 

?!1. . , A. Maota.rQ.uhar, Ofl. ~~ \1 P• 171. 



fUll .. § 

SEX-liS! PBRQEH PQPULA!IQR BNUDRA1$D AT BmTH PLACE (1881-19ll) 

Placs td Birth t 

' • t 

1881 . : ' i : p 
• • I 

• t II : 

Born with in the 
Provinae 98.26 9l.la 94.37 96.96 94~95 97 .5, 9'6.60 97.46 

Born Outside the 
Provinelt 2~31 

The second part deals only with the .1ecades of 1951 and. 1961. !he 

former lxperi~nc-ed the largest ever: population turruw.er· 1n the history of 

the city, in 1947. The muslim exodus was substi·tuted by 113,884 Hindu/Sikh 

retugOes (males 62; 7 46 and ~males. ~. 138). 

lAmB • 1 
PERCE 51' POPPL.A'l'ION OF T!i CITY BY PLACE O:P BIImJ JOB 1951 yd 1961 

• I 

' 1951 I 19~1 Place o:t Birth ' I 

' • p ' • • F . . ' • • • F • ' ' ' l • ' I • ' • 
Total Population 325,747 194,9a· 140,82~ 376,295 208,838 162,45'1 

!om :.In India 67.67 68.27 66.8J' 76.4~ 77.06 77.95 

I. Porn within tbt 
Province 62.77 62.17 63.55 69.95 69.21 73.05· 

(i) Born 1n the 
o"ity of 
enumeration1 ( 55.50 52'.54 59.37 50.66 49.19 54.11 

lbrn in tm ' 
district of l 
enumeration ( - - - 6. 77 6.45 7.:58 

( 11) . !Om 1D other· · 
districts of· 
the PfOYiAqe 7.27 9.621 4.J.8 12.51 11.5S P..55 

!f. lbrn outside 
the Pro'Yinoe 
Of eDWI&r!$1op 4•87 6 109 ,,28 f'.fl 7.84 4,90 

III.. Born outside 
the coup;tn 32.l4 31.72 33.1.6 2.,.57 22,91: 25.U 

Source r District ·Census Handbook ot Amritsar, 1951. 
CenBUs of Punjab, 1961. - India Govemaent Press, Simla;· 1965 
Part II-C (ii) P • 270, !able-D-V. 



Table-7, reveals_that out of a total population of 

325,741 in 1951 only 55.50~ were born in the city/district. 

Corresponding to 1961, it is only 57 .4"' (50.66~ 1D the 

c:i ty and 6. 77'1t 1n the district o-f enumeration), amounting 

to a total increase of only about 2.0~ which is the normal 

natural growth rate. The immigration froa outside the 

province increased to 6. 47" 1n 1961 from 4.87" in 1951., 

The major difference oan be notioed in two categories -

- (1) for those bom in ~ther districts ai the state and (ii) 

those born outside India. The former increased froa 7.27~ 

in 1951 to 12.51- in 196lf but the J:atter decreased from 

32.34~ to 23.57$, · respectively. The increase in (i) category 

is due to the restoration of nol"'laloy in the town. The 

number cd females increased by thJee times from 4.18" (1951) 

to U.55" (1961). This seelll8 mainly due to marriage aigration. 

The decrease in (11) category is due to the dispersal. of 

refugees who aigratcd with their families. This is inferred 

ftom their decrease o.f 8" in 1961 (approx. less than 4" in 

~~ales but more than 7,; in fe118l.es). It might be due to higbltr 

sex-ratio (FeaaltJ(IIal~ X 1000) in the dispersing refugees .. 

Sl 



CHAPTER - POUR 

THE QUANTI'l'ATIVE CHANGES IB BELIG ION AID 

cmL COBDITION 

!his chapter intlnds to look into the religious composi­

tion ot the population at both the distric~ and the city levels 

depending upon the availability ot the data which are no~ 

uniform.. The importance ot this variable lies in determining 

the population structure of the place tn the sense that had 

52. 

there been no sikhs (district/town), it would not have contributed 

to the military and polise senices and had there been scanty 

ot muslia· population, the handicraft might not ha~ developed 

and he~ce might not have grown so much (m:usliDlB also have higher 

natural growth;details follow). The signitioane ot the rel1gio­

political partition of 1947 and its impact on the town is self­

explanatory. 

!he available data has made posoible the study of the 

religious composition o"f c1 ty and the district, both, from 1891 

to 1971. In the next place religionwise sex-ratio and growth of 

the population is carried out at the city level only. The 

relative growth of all the religions is also seen for the city 

from 1891 to 1971. 

Another part ~ the study concems with the religion wise 

civil condition of the population. These data are very limited. 

It is available tor the district only from 1891 to 1931 and for 

the city only tor three decades of 1911, 1921 and 1931. Though, 



it t.not possible to draw generalizations from this limited 

data but some crude aduabrations have been outlined to know 
Y\Ot 

something than to know nothing. !he interpolations could,...be 

made for reasons mentioned 1n introduction. 

The researcher had not gone into the repetitiu explanatory 

analysis of the population as it has already been made in1 the 

first chapter. Here emphasis has been laid on the reasons 

pertaining to the quantitative changes· in the religiou.s 

composition ot the population. 

Regarding the religious composition of the population at 

both the city and the district levels two veey prominent phases 

aan be marked out. !he first phase, from 1891 to 1931 and the 

other from 1951 to 1971 ( Table-1 shows that muslims and hindus 

domi!lated the city 1n the first phase). Ot the two, musli• 

proportion was higher and subsequently increased from 46.63• 

(1891) to 49. 98" (1931) whereas hindus decTeased :from 41.42" 

(1891) to 36. 94" (1931). The s1khs were the third known community 

which fluctuated :from 11.42" to 12.0~ during these fi~ decadea. 

'l'he ren.irling two communities of Ja:lns ana Christians, though 

registered an increase in this period was a1ways less than 1$. 

'the Jecol1d phase in the religious coaposition of the city's 

population was entire].t different. The hindus and sikhs 

dominated the city nnd the remaining three communi ties were left 

to o-ontribute less than 1" each to the total population. !he 

hindus baW! dominated in absolute terms when their proportion o'f 

56.41- 1n 1951 spraag to 64.21" in 1971. The sikhs on the other· 

hand with their eve~ highest level of 41. 91" in 1951 lowered to 



s~ 

!A.BL'B-;1. 

DECADE-wiSE BELIGIWS COJIPOSITION(fl 01' THB POPULATION POR AIIRI!SQ 

g~n ';L§~l-l2I6l 

' • ' ' JJiltle cd the : ' ' ' ' * ' • ' 189:V • 1901 ' 19U ' 1921 • 193:t • 1951 ' 1961 • 1971: Rellgicm 

Hindu 

Sikh 

Jain: 

lluslia 

Christian 

Others 

Total 

• • t • ' • ' • t • t ' • • ' t 

41.42' 40.08 ,8.44 40.77 ,6.94 56.41 ·~· 64.21 

11.42" 10.99 1,.,, 13.41 12.09 41.91 N.A. :54.18 

0.10 0.)4 0.4:5 0.46 o.~ 0.32 li.A. 0.18 

46.6:5 47.89 47.04 44.41 49.98 0.50 N.A. 0.42 

0.:59 0.67 0.74 0.90 0.69 o.e2· B.A. 0.98 

•• o.oy 0.02' 0.05 0.07 •• B.A. •• 

100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100 .. 00 100.00 

* Data for 1941 ere not available. 

34.18" 1D 1971. The reasons would be made clear while discussing 

the growth of religions, later in this chapter .. 

Table-2) for the district shows a picture different from that 

of the city within the ~o phases mentioned abay«. ln the first 

phase there were three main I«ltgions - muslias, hindus and 

sikhs. Though th~ domination of the musl1ms was absolute who 

lncreased from 45.55" (1891) to 46.96" (1931), the hindus and 

sikhs followed ve'q close to 'each other in the first three decades 

(1891-1911) only to increase m...--ft~-taree -6eea'ee-~l89*-Mi~ 

the d~ergence tn the latter part of this phase when sikhs 

outnumbered hindus very s~gniticantl.y (see tc'ble-2').. Of the 

remaill1ng two communities, Jains and Christians, the latter 

crossed the l~ aark ot its contribution to the total population 

i1T. 1921 and 1931. 
• 
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TABJjB - 2· 

JmQ.ADE-!ISE BBLiiiOUS COIIPOBI:CIOB' ,2!} OJ THE POPUL~ION OJ TH§ 

~ISTRMZ (l82l•J.!Z~l 

... ~the: • • t t • • • • 1891: t J:90:t • 1911 • 1921 ' 1931 : 1951 ' 1961 • l97l religion. ' ' • • • • • ' • ' • • • • • 
Bindua 

Sikh 

Jam 

MUs1i•· 

Christian 

Others 

Total 

27.87 27.44 24.0):' 21.99 15.61 25 .. 73 32.97 23~42 

26 •. )3 25 .. 82' 28.83 30.88 35.80 65.64 64.52 74.21! 

0.07 0.141 0.15 0.14. 0 .. 11 ... )0.15 0.12' 0.12 

45.55 46.39 4'6.42 45.59 46.96 o.)O 0.15 0.16 

0.16 0.20 0.54 1.)7 1.48 1.07 2'•19 ~.05 

•• •• •• • • •• • • •• • • 

100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.0( 

• 1941 Data 8.'8 not available. 

!he second phase, registered an absolute domination of 

the Sikhs fro• 65.64~ (1951) to 74.21~ (1971). !he hindus rather 

decreased from 25. 73ft (1951) to 23.42" (1971) with an increase in 

1961 ('2. 97"). Of the remaining three communi ties only cb.x'istiBDS 

could contribute more than 1" to the total population and that 

too with an increase froa 1.07f. (1951) to 2.05" (1971). 

Tables 1 aad 2 show that the muslias dominated this district 

as a whole aad their proportional oontributio:n to the total 

population had been almost similar at both the city and the 

district levels •llft8a throughout the first phase. fhe hindus 

doainated the sikhs very significantly in the ci tr but •re 

outnuabered substantiall¥ iD the later part of this first phase. 



ln the second phase while the hindus absolutely dominated sikhs 

1n the city, reverse was tru.e for the district as a whole. These 

differences in proportional contribution of dif~erent religions 6o 

the total population becomes clear 1n the following discussion o! 
I 

the growth of each of the five religions !rom 1891 to 1'971. 

I 
Having looked into the re11gionwise composition o! tbe 

city and the district it would be usetul to ana~se the sex­

composition o! different rel1gioa in the city (c. f'. introduction) 

to know the trends they have followed through 1891 to 1971. 

Table-,, shows two things - first, that the variations in the 

sex ratio by religions have followed exactly the si'aUar pattern 

as that of the total population discussed under the bead 'variations 

in the sex ratio' in chapter one. Therefore to repeat the whole 

anal7sis, would be a wastage. And secondly that among the three 

aain religions sikhs have a higher sex ratio than the other teo1 

right !roa 1911 to 1971. These are followed b.J mualime (1901 to 

19,1) and hindus (1951 at1d 1971). Figure•,~ expresses the above 

mentioned character istiee at religionwise sex ratio in a graphical 

form to make it apparently coaprehensive. 

!ABLB-l~ 

RELIGION-WISE. SBX-RAT!b*) OP TBB POPULATION OF TBE Cift (189l-12n) 

lfaae a:t the : 1891 ; 
bligiQD ; : 1901 ' ' I l9U : 

I I 
1921 

• • • i • • • 
: 1931: I 1951 : 1961· : I97:r 
I , I t I 

1882~ 897 . 819 QH . ''' 7 5 
•• •• •• •• •• • • •• • • 

( •) Feaa1ee per 1000 aalea 
* Data·not available for 1941 and 1961. 
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Re lig1onwi·se Growth at 0 itx' s Populatiop t 

l'1gure-~ shows the city has _depicted, trfiMndous 

fluctuations in the rate o:t growths (r-.P
0
/p X 100) at different 

0 

51 

religions. In the increasing order, the christians have occupied 

the lowest rung followid by sikhs, hindus, jains and top of all 

the muslias. !he latter are worst affect. Throughout this period 

(1891•1971), three of these, viz .. - hindus, sikhs and muslilla 

have dominated the city/district md the cbaDges in them drast1call.7 

fh.ll:t'fled the population st:ructure. 

Two o:t the ~ominant religions, hindus and muslims took off 

fl!O•' a very low ea level which ia indicative ot their substantial 

deerease froa 1881 (see table-4). !he fomer decreased by -7 .54" 

and the latter by -16.5~. The remaining communities bad a better 

take off. The sikhs started from +i4'•88 t 13. ~ 1~.~. The increase 

in s11tha in 1891 is indicative o-f their lower number till 1881 

which becomes clear on noticing tbe remarks of the Deputy 

Commissioner, "there is a great decrease in the number of sikhs 

since the census crt 1868. While the total population has increased, 

sikhs have fo.llen equally, but the orthodox hindus hav.e almost 

doubled. A portion of this increase might ha~ been gained at 

the expenc:e of sikhs, as it does not necessarily follow that the 

son ot a sikh is himsel.f a sikh. "1 The sikhs increased by 13.5]$ 

iD the folrowirlg decade ending 1891. Contrarily hindua decreased 

b.J -7.54~. The census supertn~endent not•a, "the statistical 



ZA.Bm - 4 

R!LIGIODISE GROWTH OP POPULATION O:P AIIRITSAR CITY (1881-1971) 

' • CENSUS : AlJJ ' ' ' • ' ' ' ' • ' * lBAR : Reli-: HIBDUS ; SIXBB ' JAilS : JltJSLDIS : CHRISTIAIS t 
; g1one: • \ ' t 

' t t 

1881: •• •• •• • • •• B~A. 

1891 - 9.96 - 7.54 +l:f.51 +1488.89 -16.50 •• 

1901 +18 •. 76 +14.94 +13.39 + 272.0' +22.77 +30.19 

1911 - 5.56 - 9.82 +13~98 + 22.56 - 7.64 + 2.17 

1921 + 4.88 +ll •. IJ + 5.51 + 13.19 - 0.93 +28.19 

1931 +65.]0 +49.80 +49.0J - 18.16 +85.95 +25.80 -
1951 +23.00 +87.84 +326.56 + 75.n -98.75 +48.05 

1971 +33.52 +51.98 + 8.89 - 2"4.07 +11.12> +59.,7 

1881-
1971+186.,4 +355.95 +971.50 +88,,.,, -97.57 +406.13 

• Residual Oa'Cegory o"'l others is excluded tor no h.ara. 

tendulum haS now swung the o:ther way. It does not seem~ that amy 

thing has happened which made sikh religion ver.y popular. Truth 

probably is that in 1868 1'0118 of sikhs, who have taken the vow 

or not, were recorded as sikhs and that many hindu jats (sultanis 

and lfiranjanis) wen-t down as sikhs siilp3.1' because they were jate 

and beoause more ja~s are sikhs. The careful classitication has 

removed this error•.2 

a·. Ju:itsar P1st£1ct Gye}Jer,l.892-93, Calcutta Central 
· . Press Co. Ltd., Calcutta, 1893, Chapter III-B, 

P. 43. 
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The decrease 1D muslim by -16.50" in 1891 is indicati\!e -

of their larger population 1n the cit:y upto 1881, which wa.e the 

result of the influx: Of muslim population (mainl;y froa Eashmir) 

due to the scarcity of 1878 and aorl so to the attractive pull 

b;y the flourishing shawl trade till 1881.3 The above mentioned 

decrease td •16 •. 50" is attributed to the epidemiC! of 1881 which 

cost thea 8'91 lives out o~ a total o:t 14,568 persons4 supported 

6J 

b;y the decrease 1n Rhawl trade and restoration ot normalcy back 

hoae.5 Except sikhs, tbe decrease 1n other two dominant oollllllUnities 

corresP."Onds with the decrease 1n total population, discussed 1D 

detail in Chapter-one. 

After this poor take off, both hindus and ws1ias followed 

each other to attain heights of +14.94" and 22•~1" respective~ 

in 1901. !his abaupt rise ended in a fall in 1911 to lower level 

of •9.82~ aud -7 .64", respectively. 'lheae growth rates are ve%7' 

comparable to the taU in the total population o~ the town 

(c- ~ f. Chaptex-oDe!} The sikhs are the only categoey which hacl 

maintained its growth rate from +13.~1" in 1891 to +1,.~ in 1911, 

against a- IIUCh unstable and h!ghl.7 fluctuat1ng rates of others 

(see table-4). At this jmcture, besides the convsrsion of bil'ldua 

into sikhs aDd the outaigration ot muslille no other reasonable 

explanation could be given. Jrainly, it remaine obscure but slight 

5. 

Awa.ssar District G§zettee;, 1883-84-, Op. c1 t., Chapter III-A, 
P• 16. 

Alrilag: Dj.sSrict Guetter, 189Z'-9Y, Op. cit., Chapter lVI 
p. 163. 

Aptritsar District Gazette;r:, 1913, The Civil and Militaey 
Gazette Press, Lahore, 191,, Chapter I-B, p. 28. 



allurions to a logical explanation can be acquired by looking at 

the following table (llo. 5) which shows the increase or decrease 

1il the urban and rt.tral areas of the district per 10,000 of tm. 

population for the dominant religious communi tie a. 

f.ADLB - 5 
PER. 

DT IBCR!A§B (+) OR DOORJA8E (.) 40.000 OF POPULATIOB 

»f URBO' AID llJRAL POPULA.TIOlf OF EACH RELIGION (l881-19llL 

' ltlii:: ~ ~iJ.!A ' ·- o'l the religion ; ! 
• 

Bind us - 196 - 61,; 

811tha + 402 + 471' 

Blslims - 286 + 90 

Sourcet Amritsar District Gazetteer, 1914. 

Table-5 shows that only sikhs had been the chaapions of 

increased growth in both urban and :rural areas t1f the district 

from 1881 to 1911. While the population o:f the district 1n 1911 

(sao, 72J) is slightly loWft to that of 1881 (89:5,266)6 with sikhs 

having greater drain on th4tEelves than tf.pon any other class for 

service in army end police, 7 acc-entuated by their allurement to 

Bongkong aml Bunaa, 8 ad still an 1:ncrease in their population by 

402 per 10,000 persons in urban and 471 per 10,000 persons in 

raral. areas calls for an inference that substantial conversion 

had taken plao.e. 9 The loss of muslims in urban areas might be 

6. 

7. 

a. 

9 .. 

A!rit&ar D~g$r1t$ Gametter, 1914, !be Civil and Milital.r 
Ga!Sette Press, Lahore, 1914·, Chapter I..C, }r. 25 .. 

V.lf. Datta (ed.), IJ!w Ligh$ en Ptm3ab D1st1fbangeg in 191.9, 
Indian Institute ot Advanced Studies, iml.a, 1975, 
appendix VIII, P• 491• 

Census ~ India, 1901, J:olt XVII,. fhe Pun3ab !All 1j;s :gen4a-
6oiies 'Bi;D.e !l !l ,·, The Governaaent m,n tral Prmt!Dg' 

f ioe, . la, 1902, art I, P• 94 .. 
Amriisar District Gazetteer. 1914, Op. cit.,, Chapter~' l',• 49. 



due to their outmigration to other districts as well as to the 

rural areas o-f the sue diatrict as the decrease in urban auslims 

was 0'.1 the order of -286 per 10,000 persons coaparld to an increaee 

ot +90 per 10,000 persons 1n zural areas from 1881 to 1911. 

The ohr1sti811s too C8118 down to +2.17~ by 1911 froa +3Q.lg,C 

1n 1901 (data not available for 1891). Their decrease 18 attributed 

to the dwindling of trade which called for the return <d European 

apnts, corroborated by epidemics and unhealtq condi tiona prevelent 

in the town.10• 

1911 is the turning po:lDt for all religious communities. 

The decade began with a steep inolina upto 1931. It is espeoiallJ 

tzue ~ hindus ad muslims which attained the growth heights of 

+49.80:' aDd +85. 9~, respective~, through ailder rises in 1921. 

Besides the fact that this period witnessed the dawn of industriali• 

Bation, drawing population from its surroundtnss, an important 

reason of this extensive growth was the increased surplus of births 

over deaths during 1921-1931. !hie surplus ot 16,848 persons 

was the highest of all the cities o:t the proTinoe including Laho~ 

(biggest toft) which stood next to .Amri tsar with onq 11,404 eurpbs 
11 births. The census further notes that Lahore, as well a-s 

Rawalpindi cities ha.ve gained comparativeJ.7 more by 1mm1Srat1on 

o-t persons born outside the district, Aaritsar has not however 

been inde~ted to any much immigration fo~ its growth.12 Th1e 

10. 

11'., 

12. 

Ibid., p. 21. 

Census of India, 1931, IS:. XVII,Ptm;tab ~ De1b', The 
Civil and JIUi tary settee Press, ore, 1933, 
Part I- Chapter II, P• 93. 

Ibid,, P• 94. 
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in aales au4 the aarried in teales. Seoo11dly', wheD all re~iBiou 

are looked at together tor both the sexes, the trends trt civil. 

condition tend to follow the •Principle o~ OoDVergeace•, as it toa 

attatn an optimum level aost congenial to the social development 

cd the society. Only the un~~arried teaales tend to diverge 

with increasing rate. lbt it, to the exclueion of ainority 

communities only the muslias, hindus and sikhs are taken, the 

trend of reu1ntng close to one another 18 observed, with excbange 

of percentages at t~ea. 

72. 

!he rates ot una8%'Tied aal.es of the aa.in religions increased 

froa 1881 to 1931, only from about 50- to 55"· The musliliS occupied 

the lowest zung leaving. the other two alternate with eaeh other 

(c-..t. inter-con~versions). The aarried and ...aarried being mutually 

exclusive, muslilla w1 th a high aarriage rate, along with others 

tend •to decrease froa 1891 to 1931. The range for three mam 
religions has decreased froa 41" -44" to 36"- ,7.5"· 

!he widowed ules alao "giStered a decrease. !he otherwise 

aaooth decline registered a steep increase froa 1901-19ll especially 

for the aain religions after which it declined graduall.7, but 

still aore than its level of 1881 ~see figure•4(al7 !his rise 

aight be attributed t9 the excess~ fe.-le mortality in the 
21' «pademic of 1903-1907. !he decrease is due to widow reaarriage. 

Contrarily, 1n the case cd teaale .. , the distinct categories 

ot .arried and unaar.ried teud to follow the 'Principle a.t 

21.. AIJ1tgar District (fytttee,~:, 194, Op. cit., Chapter I-c, 
P• 28. 
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convergence' from 1881 to 19Jl, or if to evolve an optillUa level 

ot aari tal condition. !he for~~er is decreasing while the latter 

is increasing. '!he proportion ot married feaales was highest in 

sikha among the trio. 

The proportion of widowed feaales was graduallJ decreasing 

due to the popularisation of widow reaarriage, preached b,y Arya 

and Brahllla Saaajis. 22 Bu.t the proportion crt fell8l.es wu higher 

than the males due to their being more couervat~e and more 

traditional. llasides thia the higher age at aarriage of men au4 

their being active outside the house exposes them to accidents. 

lfow aal7sing the sillilar situation for the cit)? for three 

decades (1911, 21 ad Jl). Ve17 similar trends '!or both the 

sexes are o'btaizled (see figures 5(a) and 5(b). In both the sexes 

the 1l&1n trio has aoTed togetMr. The IU.ght difference obsorved 

is for the widowed and unmarried feaales Who hav.e followed steeper 

decrease and increase respectiTelJ. It's due to the greater 

influence ot urban based institutions. 

All these trends reveal progress on the path ~ industriali• 

eation, urbaniBation, increasing 11 teracy and aed1cal tacili ties 

corroborated by the refora aovements uplifting the socio-economic 

conditions td the town/district •. 

22. .1. l'acfarquhar op. cit., Chapter I, Section-a, P• 41. 



c1earq alludes to the increased birth rate ,during this decade. 

l'u.rthermore it becomes clear from the census that this over all 

growth is predominantly due to muslims who enjoy a vera- high 

natural increase. !he increase 1n the total population would 

not have been so high had the muslims not formed the proportion 

of the population that they do.1' Moreover the survival rate of 

muslims was also :tairly high (c.t. only nert to the highest of 

16.52~ tor Indian ohrist1ans).14 This highest survival rate of 

christians was also responsibl~ for their high growth rate cd 

+25.80- for the decade 1921-,1. Their growth rate luring the 

previous decade (1911-21) was equal.q high (28.1"'). ftlis high 

growth could also be due to the increasing :tame crt the carpet 

industry which invited representatives from the foreign firms to 

the c1v.15 Besides these, many British Officials were putting up 

iil the c i t7 along w1 th the troops due to the tension prevalent Dl! 
16 that period. 

Very surprisingly in the all increasing decade of 1911-21 

sikhs registered a decline growth rate to +5.5~- from +13.98~ 

after which they oaught up with the hindu. rate to register 

+49.03~ in 1931. It might be because of the two :tactort;t -

firstly the accentuation of clelVage between hindut .-sikh ulass1-

f1cation aaking it stringent and clea.rer17 and secondq their 

I~. Ibid., P• 69. 
14. Ibid., P• 70. 
15. A. Jlacfarquhar, Pun :Jab Distriq;b Gyetteers, .Amritsar, 1947, 

Controlle~ of Prtnting aDd Stationery, Punjab, 
Chandigarh, Chapter II, Section_., P• 171. 

16. V.lf. Datta, Op. cit., p. 270. 
17. grttsar '1strict Gyetteer, 1914, Op. cit., Chapter I, 

P• 4 • 



draiD by the army.18 This high growth rate of 49.03- is attributed· 

to the increasing conoiousness among sikhs <d their separate 

existence which has doubtless, as in all communit~es been fostered 

by awareness O'l poll tical previleges which th~ nullbering o_f heads 

has begun to car17. 19 

!he jains constituttng the smallest minority of the town 

!0.10- (1891) to 0.23" (19311_, see ;table-1} have fallen drastically 

in terms of growth rate froa "n488.8~ in 1891 to -18.16" in 1931). 

This is attributed to their saall JIUmber in which a small addition 

or outm1grat1on aakes drastic changes. 'their constant decline 

might btlt due to the epidemics and slwaps in trade (these being 

aai.rlly traders). 

A tremendous reshuffling of the population took place with 

the partition ot India and Pakistan in 1947 giving entirely different 

growth rates o~ these religions communities unlike their tradition 

l"S.(a) V.Jf. Datta, Op. cit., appendix VIII, llemo:rundua on 
conscription or coapulsor.y service far the Punjab. 
P. 491. Amritsar D.C. says - Amritsar is the 
house td the Jlanjha Sikh am\ one o1 the most unUoml_v 
succeslp~ l'!Cniting districts. !he fall quota 
assigne o thei1trict is no~ expected to be reached 
without some ooapulsory measures being passed into law, 
besides increased pay and other benefits etc. 

(b) Appendix X, P. 4961 Jlinutes of the Proceedings of a sub­
Committee ot Provisional Recuriting Board appointed 
to consider the Bill for conscription: s. Raghbir 
lingh, a meaber-board says - lfo further pressure be 
applied to those who have done their duty. It would 
not be possible to procure without compulsion. 
Amritsar had already given a great number ot recruits, 
the balance required would be obtained with diff'icul ty. 
The recruiting ira Lahore and Sialkot is very bad. 

lJ9. A. Jlacfarquhar. Op. oit., Chapter I, Section-c; p. 62. 



till 1931. 'l'his partition witnessed the exodus of mus1ims and 

immigration of hindu/sikh refugees. This lowered the growth 

rate of muslims to -98.75~ (19'1 to 1951) but. boosted up the rates 

for hindus (+87 .84") and aost significantq for sikh (+,26.56~) 

from 1931 to 1951. The growth ratl;s of jains and christians alao · 

grew signiticantq during this periQd (see tab1e-4). lhlt after 

1951, when the total population has grown by 33.5~, individual 

religious comunmities have grown very meagre~ except the 

christians (aaximull +59.:37") followed by hindus (+51. 98~) ,· till 
' 

the 1971 census was held. The sikhs grew onq by +8.8~. ~eir 

slow growth re11ains obscure. Even the war crt 1965, which shook 

the town and perpetual tension on the border, do not explain it. 

Relat1ye Growth of Religicms (§ex-wise) tra 1891-1911& 

After analysing the decadal growth rate f4 different 

religions it becomes essential to lalow their1relatiw growth' 

(base 1891) to acquaint oneself with the'moaentu•' fd their growth 

within the city. Figures 1(a) and (b) reprtaent the relative 

growth for males and feaales separately (c. t •. different social 

position and status c:d •ales Tis-a.-vis fellalea).. Apparent~ two 

of these reveal a distillct pattem. o'f growth. The dominant relig10nt! 

in both the sexes have grown gradual:cy- being very close to one 

another from 1891 to 19'1 after which they dive~ very signifi­

cantlY from one another, but occupJing similar positions in both 

the sexes. ~11~ these communi ties enjo7ed a higher growth rate 

during 1901 after which . a decline is registered on~ to follow 

steady growth till 1971. An aaaly'eis Olt table-6 :reveals that 

of the three main religions sikh aales are the on]J- case who 

have registered mu11DUII growth without any slWip tm7 where from 
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UDISB B!LAT!I~ m!OWTH oP RELm IoNS Dr AJIRITSAR CIT! {1§21-J.2:Z~l 
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107~4 101~1 131~5 
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:t93lJ 195.5 204.4 183.6 174.4 184.4 160.8 206.8 213.5 198.0 422.3 406.1 443.5 209.6 217'.7 198.4 .,7.4 503.2 249.4 
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Othe:e& are etcluded because at highly miscallaneous ad variable composition 
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the base of 100 persons 1n 1891 to 909.00 in 1971. While 11B.les in 

hindus grew steadiq the musli11s 11181es declined steadily w1 th an 

exception of 217.7 in 1931.20 The aales in jnins and christians 

registered a Toluainous growth. 

S1111larl.1' table-6 reveals that feaales followed exact~ 

the same J.attern as their counterparts. Ali'long the llain religions 

feaales in sikhs rep:resented a etead7, slum:pless growth, while 

graduallJ' increasing ill h1ndus after 1931 they decreased steadily 

1n muslitu except an exorbitant rate o"f 198.4 per 100 persons at 

1891 in 19,1. The partition c~cked the growth of both the sexes 

in rauslias. 0! the 1d.nor1t11e, females in jains enjoyed e. higher 

growth rate thall christians • 

Reltgton gd CiyA aond&$1on: 

The :tiDal part OJf this excercise includes the rellgion­

wise c1vU condition of the population :tor each se:r:, primarily . 
at the district level, aa 'soae' data (1881•19:51) are available 

to trace out specific trends and then at the city level_ for which 

t~ data cover onJ.y tbree decades - 1911, 1921 and 1931. !he 

trends alluded to would be corroborated by their larger whole, 

the district. 

!he graphs are obtained by plotting the proportion of 

umarried, taarrie4 and widowed to the total population of that 

sex for a given year for each religion between lSBl to 1931. 

(See table-7) On observing figure-4 it be~011es clear that these 

three states of civil condition occupy three district zones. The 

third categor,y always occupies ~he lowermost position 1n both the 

sexes. lbt aaong the firet two, unmarried occupy the top posltion1 



J:a important aspect o'f the de•ographic profile ot a city 

1s its 1Dte:mal structure, tbat is, one would like to lmow how 

the people of Yarious oastes and claeses pur8Uing different 

vocations and having different aocial et8D41D.g are distributed 

in the ci't7· this trp• cd analysis which goes to e'Yolve •peoific 

areu with IDUv lflCifl. nva.bJUII hu been 'te:rlled 8.8 'social 

area anal.Jsie' b7 Bahref Shevlq 8l1d Wendell 1111.1 

The structure of a city which exiate tod~ is a consequence 

of the historical forces preTailing 1n the past. The present 

stzucture of Aari tsar is being studied in this chapter on the 

basis of the 1971 censuo data. In the 1971 population censuo, 

Aaritsar was divided into 580 enu.eratora blocks which are the 

saallest unit for which data 8.1"8 published in the Indian Census. 

OUt of these 318 blocks were in the walled:, city (see figure-1) 

and tbe remaining 262 blocks a were outside. One rd the basic 

require•ents for carryil'l« out 'social area analysis' 1e the base 

aaps for each enUilerator' a block, but these •re available, onq 

for the blocks 1n the core, hence social area analysie could not 

be carried out for all the blocks but only for :518 compact blocks 

lying in 12 of the 16 censue di'Yisiona. 

1. 

16 

BsU.f Shevky and Wendell Bell . 'Social Area .Anal.1'sis' fro• 
George Theodonon (e4~), !s.tud:Jee 1D Bm:nan .Jia.olOu', 
Row, Peterson and Co., Blllstord, !few York, 1961, Part II, 
Section-B, p.p. 226-2)5. 



Eshref Shevky mltl Wendell Jell for their· study, formula:ted 

three main constructs - (1) Urbanization, (11) Social Razlk and 

( 111) Segregation. Baoh crt these were constituted b7 grouping 

ot different Tariables like the partioipation of females 1n the 

working force, airlgle f811iq dwelling, fert111\r ratio eto. 

coapoaiDg the first construct of 'urbanisation'. Bach td such 

indices were scored and t>enked to give sim1la.rl3 scored areu. 

1!1 order to arrive at similar 1nd1cse td social areas one 

naeds inforaation at a detailed level ( c.f. Shevk¥ and Jell) 

which ia not available from the Census o~ India enuaerations at • 
I 

the block level (smalltJst unit tor which in:toraation 1a publiahe4) 
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available from the District Census Handbooks. With this aeagre 

1Dtonat1on, the cartographic utho4 was preferred to the statistical 

aethod to arrive at the social areas. !he percentages of the 

selected variables (detail follows) were calculated from their 

larger whole aud norrnall1 divided into six classes. The trequenc7 

percentages are ranked and hexiled. !he enal7sis could have 

been taken to fUrther depth with ~otili~t smaller size of 

eDumerators' biooks suggested hexUing. The analysis is carried· 

out in two parts, first deals with the spatial. distribution o·f 

the sel~c-tive:tive variables and the other conoe:ms with the 

superill!)oei tion of these raaps to evolve social areas. Besides 

this, three Pearson's coefficient of correlation are also. 

calculated to corroborate the stud7. 

!be data base 1s the district oensua handbook of Amritaar, 

1971, publ1shin8 the :following date. tor each sex, vim. - total 

population, scheduled caste and scheduled tribe (nil :tor the citJ') 



population, total nUIIber of households. literacy, :lndustrial 

elassifioation ot workers into nine categories and lastly the :non­

workers. for the present e:r..:a1~ise the workers were grouped into 

three main .categories - Prmary (comprised o'f I, II, III and IV), 

Secondary (V aDd VI) and Tertiacy (VII, VIII and IX). Out of 

the available variables only :tive were seleotecl for upping to 

depict the1r spatial. distribution within the eity. They were 

selected on basin of their i1'1portance and signifieanoe. Por 

tDetaDoe, eaploJment 1D pri.•ary aeotor was deleted due to the tact 

that a c1v and espeo1a117 the core bas very :tew workers engaged 

1n prillary activity. Siailarly, feule 11terac,- waa preferrf'd to 

male literac,- as it is thought to be a better indicator o1 

urbanisation and en3o7s 110re profound influence on the social 

s,-stea in teras of the socialization of new generation, adoptione 

ot new values and their 1mpleaentat1on etc. 

One ot the aost illportat lia1 tationa of this stud7 is 

the absence o£ requisite aater1al. As mentioned elsewhere, the 

llOD-ava1lability of the aapa of :tour outer divisions (13 to 16) 

with block boundaries. , · crucified an iaportant aspect of 

the stud7 which would have given the growth pattern of the town 

outside the wall in teru of .tts social significance. lloreover 

the block boundaries !or the remaining 12 divisions were 

notional and without a regular sca.le. A compact map ot the walled 

ci tJ' with block boundaries was prepared · . photographicall:f 

reducing the aap of each division to its one-sixth and making 

thea fit in one a."tother. It was traced and reduced phctograph1-

call7 to its pl:'esent s~. 

7t 



Very interestingly, as pl'eSUlled, all the variables 

represented specific dispersion to bring out distin~t regions 

with Tarying intensity of social attributes. In the first place, 

scheduled castes present a very clear picture o'f their distribu­

tion which remains confined to the periphery, that 1s, along the 

inside tTL the wall. There are only a few blocks along the 

periphery which have no scheduled caste population. This is 

favourably in accordance with our tradition of keeping the•e 

people at a distance from higher castes • 

.l •ajority of the blocks with scheduled caste population 

have their proportion less than 40~ (see figure-1). There are 

only seven blocks each, with 40 to 60 percent and 60 percent 

and more scheduled castes. Hone of these blocks fall near the 

core. These blocks ot heavy concentration ot scheduled caste 

population are never located 1n isolation but 1n the decreastQg 

order of their population towards the core of the city. (see 

fi8Ure-l) 

!he distributioa of percentage of literate females to the 

total females becomes apparent at a glance over the map, (see 

figure-2) • It is in 1 ts ascending order Olt literate proportion 

towards the centre. The diepersal of literate :tema1es becomes 

clear when these are coapared simultaneouslJ with the distribution 

of scheduled castes. The fe•ale literacy is predominant}3 below 

30" along the periphery. 'lhe proportion gradually tnoreaees 

towards the centre. There are only seven blocks which have 

female literacy of less than 10~. Out of these five are along 

the periphery. Fu.rthermore there is only one block (27();h) with 

, feaale 11 terao;y of more than 50~ which lies very near the core 

(see figure-2). And this has no scheduled caste population. 
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Besides this there are only four blocks - 143, 213, 246 and 316 
' 

with 80" and more schedu111 castes, which have less than 10" 

literacy except the 246th with precisely 10~ literacy (falls in 

the higher class internal). The rest ot the non-scheduled caste 

blocks enjoy higher female literacy. 

In the third place, sex-ratio (females per 100 malesr to 

relate equally to other variables with percentages) seems to 

scatter throughout the city in a very irregular manner. Still 

it is seen that the higher sex-ratio (96 to 104 females per 100 

per-vades the peripheral blocks. The majority of blocks with 

lowest sex-ratio of 51 to 68 females per 100 males are found 

near the centre af' the city. (see figure-3) The sex ratio of 

the city is very high as larger proportion of blocks (also in 

terms of apparent area) depict a ratio Cff87 to 104 females per 

100 males. 

Now looking into the employment structure it is found that 

secondary sector 8njoys greater hold along the periphery which 

gradually thins towards the centre except at one place where it 

forms a continuous strip towards the core somewhere along the 

Ball Bazar (see figu.re-4) • It may be eaid that this being the 

6entral Business District, its adjoints indulge in ancillary 

production. The greater concentration (40 to 60 percent) is 

noticed along the periphery which me, be due to tbe settlement 

of artisan refugees who could not find a place in the core. 

More over the areas with higher sex ratio have lower employment 

1n secondary sector. This is proved b,y Pearson's Coefficient 

of Correlation of -o.327. It is significant at 5" level of 

significance. 
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Pinally, another important indicator of the urban character 

of the town, the tertiar.y sector of employaen~ is seen distributld 

in the city (see figure-5). A. significantly dominant majority 

of all the blocks have the population in which more than 60~ are 

engaged 1n the tertiary sector of employment. This sector too 

tends to find a greater proportion towiU'ds the centre. Of the 

12 census divisions of the city, second, fourth and sixth have 

their popul.ation involved prfdominantly in this sector. This 

sector tends to prevail in the blocks with higher female literacy. 

Thes·e two variables are posi tivelr correlated. It is + 0.120 

which is significant at 5~ le-vel of significance. Besides this 

it was presumed that the blocks with majority af scheduled castes 

would have greater proportion of workers (the majority being in 

the lower socio-economic stratum). But this presumption was 

flaouted by a correlation o"f -o.050. It shows that the two 

variables are not related to each other. 

After the spatial distribution of these variables it 

beco11es important to look into the areas, which share them. Such 

social areas are evolved by superimposing there maps. Por this 

purpose the hexiles were grouped into three broad categories 

with high, medium and low concentration, as their superimposition 

was not possible at such a micro-level. These groups are marked 

8$ 

as 1, 2 and 3. This superimposition of sex-ratio, female literacy 

and employment in secondary and tertiary sectors brought out'social 

areas' of mediWI (category number 2nd) concentration (see figure-6) .. 

The medium range of different variables follows 1 sex ratio (69 to 

86 feaales per 100 males)J female literacy (20 to 40 percent); 
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employment in secondary sector (20 to 40 percent) and in tertiary 

sector (60 to 80 percent). In this process the highest and lowest 

categories with smaller number of blocks were mutually cancelled 

out. It is due to this reason that the scheduled castes could 

not be included 1n this superimposition as there are very f8w 

blocks with medium concentration. 
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QJlAMIR - III 

fh18 hiatorioal aalpia baa rnealect that the toe u •U 

aa the 4utnct -... weracm• two 41at1Dot~ PJI01d,Uilt phuea 

4USBa .- put on• oftDtuJ7• !be t1ftt :phaH •114• Sa 1"1 a 
the other a 1'911 (of. Genna ot Ia41a). the ozuolallt7 fd 

tiWt phue foraUon U.e irl the nUcio-politioal prtltioD 
, 

of ID4ia a1l4 Patietu ill 1947. It U tbla fti'J fMtU ftioll 

thoroushll' ftahuttle4 the populatioa, tlrt'olnq tile emu of 

auUu at ab8or,ption ot ld:D4u 11114 elkh ~~etqeea troll .... t 

Puutan. It wu not OD]I' a phJ'eical 41alooat1cm aad. abetitutiOD 

ot two populatiou C ot. 11'01tth 0'1 popalatioD ( ollapter ••) 

ad IIOWIMDta ot tbl poptllatiOD (chapter tbre•l7 bQt &lao tile 

exobalt.P ot 4if'tenrlt• obanoterletioa, ,ecnt1Jarl tlee at 

attribatee attached with tbl .... !hi tlr&ctuatiODa ill poptlatiOil 

crowtb •4 ftft&tiou iD the growth o:t J~el.icione aa4 *ir 

CCMIPOaitlcm baa been aftectecl 41reot~ b7 thie partitiorl • 

.lDotller 4iftot etteot ia tba blooka4e of •icrat101l at:re- to 

ancl troa the 41etriote ~ the other part (forur~ W.at Jtml3ab) 

ot tbe comatrJ. fb1a u a eon ot a •• e14e4 p~.U ot a 

11Yill8 oJIPDift to whiOb a etv proxuatee. It 1a ..- tlat 

'beto" partition tbl poptlatioa tunowr wtwea .&eltnr •• 

the 41atricta on tbl otar eJ4e wu eipitioat~ tuatltatlw~ 

aoft mq•at tbazl betwell 41etrlcte Oil t!d.a el4e 0'1 tbl OOaJltJ7• 

It plrled popglation tJ'OII ~. 4eue)l' populate4 4S..tnote 

but &1_,. pJIO'ri4e4 eipitloaJlt etft- ot ou.tll~te to t111 

epane)l" populated 41atr1ct• w1 tb aple tl-eeh eoOilo.io 

oppartaltt.••· 



!be laclbeot influence 01111 be obHrn4 oa. the •z-:.raUo 
(feaalea I JlalAta 1000) aa'l t:bl wortlDc poPQl&tlcm. 1M fontr 

poMa a ourlou proltlea ..,. 4eoreu1Ds tlU 1"1, whe11, tho1J.rll 

fellale IIOl'talltJ wu WJ7 ld.lh the aalea •n ccmataat~ 1IOriDC 

011t to lowr the 4enold.Jlator. lloJ~ecrnr hi~ prollft.o ••lt• 

4•1D•te4 tbt ol'V (u wll u tt. 4latriot) till 1931. Ye17 

nrpriaiql.l', tbl per1o4 atter 19'1 which ezpeneaoet oOJmtrae 

ooo41t1cma, •a-ratt.o took a •u-tum• 8D4 tollow4 tt. eztn•~ 

ateep lllcl111atioll till 1971. ftt.a howwr :re•lll8 olMiouze. 

Iuplte of t• partition wbloh ~ae4 one o011plAtte aU. 

O'f tM to. /tiatrlct outt1D,; the tJM• ltua a4 tbl aip'atlOD 

atre- tt. b4uatr1aluat1on 414 not J~eoe4e. fboqh t• 
proponicm. of thl ot.tr'• popilatt.on eappt 111 aa.ttaotul'ina 

( J'f aa4 Y) 4eoreuet frola 1901 to 1911, t:bl uade 184 co.tJ!Oe 

(Yll) :repeten4 a aubataattal 111_._ 4~ that ,.rlol. 

fll1a tact dlatlllotll" aUudea to tu location of SDluetriea 1a thl 

tutlJ' crowlllc s.ntuetr1a1 PliP''M, t.n tt. Ylomtv ot u. ton 

on the aa1D route• crt trauportauon, due to tJ» tapoaltlOll ~ 

taD• em loeal 1114utriee bJ the 11QD1olpal o..S.ttee d Allrltaar. 

Aa the trade Mld ca.J~Ce .. .re not taut, it reM1De4 wlt!d.ll 

the oltJ a:a4 tlouri.ahed oon•qgqt~. !be otherwiae 4eoJ~e-

s.D worker. ia a1ao attributed to tbe eztoaiwe •oh&DiaatS. of 

1D4UtJ7 whioh wu blooalr.tB 110ft an4 aore capital illteaelw. 

fh18 •twlJ' a1ao nnaled that the aau- 401d.Bate4 the 

oltJ aD4 the 41etl'lot til tJ» tlzwt pbue. '!be •ecml P• .. 

experienced peat illoreue in h!D4u tad aBba. !be to~r •" 



•" urba thirD thl latter 1D •1«D1t1o•t proputtcm, 1M •lkiMI 

ba'n · ver, aurpr1•1~ 4eora-4 iD 19'11. 

fte Qeolfto.U, 4el.1Dtate4 •ooial ueu oa:a ~ n1»3eot 

to further ezploratioD to-r better urMil plamllD•• 
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