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INTRODUCTION

— as———

A ‘'demographic profile' ténds to look into the type size
and composition of a population for a given time or through a
specified time period. The formei involves the primary study
which is not possible at this level due to technical reasons
and the latter takes the help of history which is more relevant
and suitable for this study as it forms the Mfraéstmcture of
a étudy (Religion and Urbanization) which the researcher intends
to take at a higher level,

Such a profile is not only an adumbration of demographic
characteristics of a population like sex, age. and marital
status but an integrated approach of study inclusive of sociolo-
gical (religion, ethnicity, caste and economic characteristics,
like the typé: of working population, income etc. A ‘profile’
throuéh history would elucidate the changes which have occurred
as a result of interplay of the above mentioned characteristics
and the factors responsible for these changes. Very apparently

such factors are the births, deaths, migration and social mobility.

For the present study the selection of the following
variables - growth rates, sex ratio, migration, clagsification
of working population, religion and the marital status is based
largely on the availability of the data from the historical
records (gazetteers and census volumes). More over these include
all the significant constituent variabies of a demographic
profile mentioned above to the exclusion of only birth and death
rates for which data are not available. As the growth of the



population is explained through migration, a resultant of sociolo-
gical and economic factors, birth and death rates are however also
employed to account for it (inerease or decrease), wherever

necessary.

These variables do not exist in isolation for a given
period of time, but are in constant interaction. with one another,
where the traditional modes of thought and behaviour enjoy
tremendous influence on these trends. The present is influenced
by both the past and the future; what it was and what it would
like to be. To Quote Louis Henrys "Demographic phenomensa are
inscribed in time. Such phenomena cannot be explained or under-
stood unless they have been traced through the concatenations of
many decades or centuries, as far back as available observations
and documents permit us to go. To study demography only from
current events is eQuivalent to the study of astronomy without
the benefit of earlier observations or to the construction of
the theory of evolution with attention to none but presently
living species. Can one imagine a meteorology which did away
with the information of the last century under the pretext that
it was no longer current. He further says "future is based on
present and past. Only the observations of as long a chronological
series as in possible will furnish all the relations obsefvable
upto the present. In demography, therefore important factor
is not to posses the most recent information about the population

of a certain country or city, but to be able to dispose of



homogeneous retrospective statistics extending as far into the

past as possible'l.

Furthermore, "through history, it is possible to escape
the calculations of statistics, often excessively abstract, and
| that exactness which is so often very far from exact. Statistics
on their own are valid when they can be based on sufficiently
large numbers, covering considerable periods of time and wide
geographical and administrative areas"., This is the view point
of Louis Chevalier in his essay ‘Towards a History of Population'
(Population, 1946, p.p..245-256)2. He further goes to say, "“the
exacting statistician will not perhaps feel entirely at home with
these complex studies, which differ from his in the documents
used, in the interpretation of sources and in the nature of
conclusions drawn. But he wofild be wrong to scorn them and to
underestimate the importamce of this work towards the creation of

a contemporary demographic policy".

Besides it, Louis Henry's remarks are interesting to note.
"To fail to observe demographic phenomena in the manner of
atatistical services is no longer considered erroneous; moreover
historical demography is now completely independent of statistical
services and is free to pursue 1its observations in terms of its
need, taking into account all relevant documents. No_other branch
of demography, now benefits fi#om an equal autonomy®., He not only
stops here but goes further to say, "the diminished participation

1. Louis Henry, 'Historical Demography, Daedalus, Journal of
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Massachusetts,
Spring 1968: Historical Population Studies, Vol: 97,
No.2, p. 390.

2. From D.V. Glass and D.,E.C. Everseley (eds.), Population in

History; essays in historical demography. E. Arnold,
London, 1965.
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of the statistical service in the development of demography as
a science minimizes the importance of purely contemporary events.
As a result of this evolution, frontier between historical

demography end current demography has been reduced, if not
eradicated".3

This study intends to reveal the structure and
characteristics of the population at two levels, firstly and
primarily at the oity level and seconﬁly at the district level.
The greater emphasis on the former is laid because it would be
subjected to further study which the researcher intends to
carry out at a higher level in the premises of *Religion and
Urbanization'. Very briefly it would look into the impact of
religion (Sikhism) é.nd its sacred most structure (The Golden
Temple), situated in the heart of this densely populated city,
on the urban character of its population, as it effects its
communality, its entrepreneurial spirit and its industrializing
and urbanizing aspects. The otherwise peculiar growth and structure
of the town in the sense of distribution of its markets
throughout the walled city and the residential areas, further
make it worthy of probing. This is the backbone for the present
study and the manner in which it is deslt,

This study would not only reveal the structure and
characteristics of the population at present but also the phases
and the states it has undergone at wvarious points of time to
assume the existential structure. It would highlight the natural,

3 Louis Henry, Op. cit., p. 389.



economic and political events which drastically affected thé
social state of the population, only to rebound at the economy
of the town. The 'when' and 'how' of these changes are brought
to light quite elaborately. This has resulted in the rhythmic

representation of the various demographic variables, This

laying of the foundation would facilitate the development of the

super.structure,

This, in brief, is the purpose and hence the contribution

of this exercise. The researcher would not take up the latter

issue to any further extent because the 'concept of contribution'

is 1téelf very brittle, very subjective and highly relative.
Relatively, nothing contributes to anything.

The above hentioned contentions limit the field of study
only to the town and in some cases to the district, where the
data were either insufficient or not at all available., This
would help infer some trends for the former; being a part of
the larger whole. The.ss would however be quite generalized.
The data are collected purely from the gazetteers of Amritsar
district from 1883-84 to 1934 and the censuses of Punjab and
India volumes from 1881 to 1971, The researcher has to content
himself with what so ever be got from these two major eources.v
These data have depicted tremendous‘variability from one decade
to another. Some data are available only for certain decades

in one comparable form and not for the other . This is the

limitation of the data for historical demography which deals with

unidque sources tha% can never be improved.4

4. T. H, Hollingsworth, 'The importance of the quality of
datalin historical demography'. Daldalusg, Op. cit.,
p.48.

st

Wi

Any way the researcher



.
[b3

has tried his best to dring as much data as possidble, on one
comparable scale to its maximum proximity and comparadility.

But wtill some lacunas are left which could not de helped,
Vherever the data are dealt with without wuch adjustment (e.g.
putting industrial cat@gories of workers in 1971 on the scalse

of 1961), 1t is taken oare that it would not be very significant,

The methodology followed is nevertheless a complicated one.
The first step was ‘to make the data comparadle’', which was
mainly an exercise, firstly to group different observations in
one deoade under suitable heads and then put these in one common
conceptual framework, previsely (cf. workers) but Quite dbroadly
in other case (cf. migrants). Once combined the percentages of
these observations from the total number of observations under
different heads, within one decade, are calculated. This would
help plot an ‘abdsolute graph' (chapters II, III and IV) showing
the pbsition for and within each decade. Though this method
is useful to depict the proportion of different varisbles within
one it fails to show the change delative to the previous decade,
The increase in one registers a proportionate decrease in its
co-variables. This limitation can be got over by plosting a
'relative graph (chapters II, IIX end IV) obtained by dividing
the population for laters yeau' (say 1971) by that of one base
year population (say 1901). Multiplying these with 100 gives
us the relative increase or dicum in population. The rates
calculated are the orude rates (cf. type of available data) which
are predominantly per 100 observations. In case of migrants net
results have been odtained to show ths migration stremms
(chapter III)., In chapter VI, these rates are hexiled for plotting



the data in the blocks of the walled city to show the spatial
distribution of the five selected variables, namely scheduled
castes, sex-ratio, female literacy and employment in secondary
and tertiary sectors., This exercise is concluded by super
imposing these maps to emolve specific social areas. Pearson's

coefficient of correlation is alsoc employed to test three sets.
of hypotheses. |

For the remaining chapters, though the logical conclusions
would be derived but the researcher would not go <for the
formulation of hypotheses and thelr testing with this scanty and
insufficient data. It is thought better to explain it as such
than forming forced, ingenuine hypotheses which would be faulty
in its technical sense. To Quote J.A. Benks it becomes very
cleér:"Hlstorians may employ generalizations of a sociological
or psychological order to account for particular occurrences
and in doing s0 they may make it plain that such generalizations
are of limited velidity, but they do not set out deliberétely
to test hypotheses in this fashion. It asserts the perfectly
valid principle of historical logic that no useful pufpose is
served, by putting forward plausible hypotheses to explain the

tfacts' when wevdo not know what the facts are”.5

One of the iimitations of this study is that the data

| missing for certain decades, precisely those ending 1941 and 1961,
could not be substituted by interpolation because of the drastic
changee in those years which totally disyrupted the tradition

5. J. A. Banks, 'Historical Socioclogy and the Study of
population', Dasdalus, Op. eit., p. 399.
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(c.f. Indo-Pakistan partition of 1947 which resulted in unnatural
tremendous refugee 1nf1ﬁx). The mean method is also abondonned

for similar reasons.

The study can be planned in six capters. In the firs¢
chapter, the historical background of the city with special
emphasis on the events which are deemed important for socio-
economic changes, would be elaborated. It would also include the
population growth and the chang8s in the sex ratio.

The second chapter concerns the working population with
variations in both the absolute and relative terms from 1901 to
1971 at the city level only. The variations in different
industrial categories of workers would be related adequately

t0 historical events respons-ible for it.

The third chapter deals with migration, an important
measure of the population growth and structure} Due to scanty
data and other factors, it is studied at both the city (1921 to
1961) and the district levels (1881 to 1961), The latter is
further split into two parts, first deals with it from 1881 to
© 1921 and 1931 and the other with 1951 and 1961. The net migration
is studied in the first part which is not possible for the second.
The contribution of different regions in noted and explained with
probable historical reasons. The streams of migfation are also

delineated.

S£he fourth chapter deals with religion and civil condition.
The first to be discussed is the religious composition of the
popuiation from 1881 to 1971 and growth rates for various religions.
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~-~This is discussed with the help of both the absolute and
relative graphs. Secondly, religion-wise civil condition of the
population is discussed mainly at the district level as it is
available at the city level only for three decades -~ 1911, 1921
and 1931. The latter is also analysed broadly,

The fifth chapier deals with the evolvement of ‘'social
areas' of the city. Before evolving these, five variables mentioned
elsewhere are discussed in terms of their spatial distribution
within the walled city at the block level. The singularly mapped
variables are superiﬁposed to give social areas. Three sgsets
of Pearsons coefficient of correlation sre also worked out to

test the plausible hypotheses,

The sixth chapter concludes the study.



CHAPTER ~ ONE

AMRITSAR AND JTS POPULATION

Amritsar, a trapezoldal district with its base resting
on the river Beas, lies between 310-07. and 32°-03' North
latitude end 74°-29" and 75°-23' East longitude on the north-
western front of Punjeb adjoining the international border with
Pakisten. The northeast is surrounded by Gurdaspur, east by
Kapurthala and south by Ferozepur districte. River Beas separates
it in the northeast from Kapurthala and in the southeast from
Ferozepur. The Ravi snicks past the district in the west.

The district has a population of 1,835,500 persons according:
to 1971 census in an area of 5088 sq, kms. accounting for a density
of 361 persons per sd. km. It has a sex ratio of 856 females per
1000 males and literacy of 35,.32%. The district has 29.17% of

its total population in its nine towns.1

With the exception of
only two towns, one of which specializes onlyiin primaxry activity
and the other in primary-cum-service functions, all others
specialize in industry, trade and commerce. Among these, two

are service and one industrial town. Besides there nine towns,
it has 1254 villages, of 1181 of which are inhabited and 73

uninhabited, housing 70.83 of its total population.

1. Cless-~I (Amritscr); II (NIL); III (Taran Taran); IV
(Chheharta, Jandialk and Patti); V (Majitha and
Khem Karan) and VI (Ramiae and Amritsar Contonement).
From Punjab District Census Handbook, Amritsar
District, 1971. Punjab Government Press, Chandigarh,



The city of Amritsar, as the district headquarters, lies
31°-38" Forth and 74°-53  East on the Grand Trunk Road only 27 kams.
away from the Pakistan border. It lies in a depression, in the
middle of the Bari Woab oceupying 33.3 sq. kms. with a total
population of 434, 951 persons, It is served by a class-l
municipality, since 1857,

History tells that the fourth of the sikh gurus, Ramdeas,
first settled near the tank (which now has the Golden Temple in
the centre) about 1574 A.D. BHe procured some 500 dighas of land
(1 bighs = 1000 5. yards) around it from Bmperor Akbar in 1577 A.D.
The fifth guru, Arjan Dev started work on the temple (Harmandar
Sahib) in the centre of this 'tank of nectar or immortality',
after which the city came %o be known later on2. The atrocities
inflicted on Sikhs by Afgan rulers made them orgenize strongly.

The mertyrdom of Bhai Mani Singh in 1738, invasion of Amritsar

end defilement of the temple by Timur Khen snd Jahan Khan in 1757
end third and the hard blow by Ahmad Sheh Abdali who defiled

the tank and blew the temple by gunpowder in 1762, furthered

and hastened the stronger organization of sikhs, Till now it

had already grown as a religious amnd political ingtitution.

After 1762 1% again rose from the ashes and became the acknowledged
capital of an independent community.3 |

With the eatablishment of sikh supremacy over Afgans, the
different confederates occupied land around the temple and built

their fortresses with their own, people and own markets, These

2. J.D. Cunningham, A Hi{story of the Sikhs, 1849. Reprinted
by S. Chand and Co., Delhi, 1972, p. 45.

3. V. N. Datta, mmz&_%‘w: The Muncipal
Committes, Amritsar, 19 7, ppPe 11 = 19.



were known as 'Katras', bearing the nemes of their Chieftains

of respective 'misls' which persist till today. These Katras were
independent of one another with perpetual feuds. The Bhangi
confederacy later on got hold of the towm till the merger of all
misls by Maharaja Ranjit Singh in 1802, The Harmandar was given its
present gilded shape (after which it came to be known as the

Golden Temple) in 1807 by the Maharaje who was an ardent sikh devout.‘

During the reign of Maharaja from 1799 to 1839 the city
grew in trade and commerce very rapidly. The trads contacts were
established right upto Kabul and Bokhara’ (Afgsnistan). The annual
octroi yield of the aidministration was of the order of Rupees
9 lakha.6 There were about 100 looms for wool manufacture. The

'pashmina shawl was the luxury and & product of exclusive eminence.

After the annexation of Punjab in 1849, Amritsar was
declared a district. The first railway was opened in 1862 between
Amritsar and Lahore. XLater on it was extended to Delhiv? This
furthered already flourishing trede and commerce of the town.

In the later part of 19th century, there were nearly 4000 looms
in the ci$y.8 This shawl menufactiure was wainly carried out by

the Kaskmiris who were partially the victims of a severe famine

4. Ibid., p. 28.
S5e Amritsar Digtri%t Gazetteer, 1883-84, Calcutta Central
Press GOQ 1tdo. Calcu'tta. 1884’ Chapter IV"'B, P 450

6. Apritsar District Gazetteer, 1892«93, Calcutta Central
Press Co. ILtd., Calcutta, 1893, Chapter VI, p. 152.

7. Amritsar District Gazetteer, 1914, The Civil end Military
Gazette.. Press, Lahore, 1914, Chapter IT-G, p. l22.

8. Amritsar Disgtrict Gazetteer, 1883-84, Op. cit., Chapter
IV"‘ s Po 400



in 1878 in Kﬁashmir.9 ¥ith the change in fashion of shawl in
BEurope, it dwindled inlater part of 19th century and shifted to

10

carpet manufacturing. The eilk industry however kept itself

up without wuch upheavals,

Inspite of the blows of famine, floods in recent pash.ll

epidenics and other social and political disasters like the
religio-political partition of 1947, the city has grown steadily
in population. Presently it is classified as.an ‘'industrialecum=-

trade and commerce' town.la

Begides, it has all the eminent
institutions of learning vig. Medical and Dental Colleges, Guru
Nanak Uhiveisity. Khalsa College and numerous other institutions
of basic and higher learning for both men and women. It's linked
by air to Srinagar, Delhil and Kabul, The railwsy links are

avaeilable for all the major cities of India in all directions,

Population And It's Variationg: The vopulation of Aﬁritsar
city had been growing with tremendous fluctuations throughout the

last century (1872 to 1971). The highest crest‘;s formed by
+65,30% growth in 1931 and the lowest trough by -16.69% annual
growth of population in 1951 (see figure-l). The rise and fall

in population at times is very obscure,

9. Ibid., Chapter III-A, p. 16.

10. .&;itsg; District Gazetteer, 1914, op. cit., Chapter
I-E, p. 107.

11. Punjab District Census Handbook, No. 13, Amritsaz

District, 1961, Punjab Government Press,
Chandigarh, 1966, p. 122,

12,  Amritsar Distriet, 1971, Op. cit., Statement 1, p. 98.



The increase of 11.84% in the very firat decade of 1872
to 1881 (see table-1) ig due to the scarcity of 1868-69 because
of the failure of the monsoon. The upland tracts in the south
of the district were much distsessed. It is especially true of
the menial classes which impressed by the city's wealth fled to
it in thousands, subsisting purely on charity.lg Another reason
is the influx of Kashmiris impelled by the Kashmir famine of
1878.14 Besides these two fastors, the flourishing trade of
Amritsar drew much population from the densely populated sub-
montane districts of Gurdaspur, Hoshiarpur and Sialkot and Jullundur
in the plains. This increase in population is also aupported by
the Punjab Census Report of 1881t "The attractive influence of a
great centre of commerce is at o;e apparent in the figures.
Anritsar draws population from all parts of the province. While
90% of the rural population is indigenous, no less than 30% of
the people of town are born outside the district and nearly 9%
beyond the limits: of the province; 4 per mille come from outside
India."ls Noreover till 1881, it was the biggest town in the
province, but yielded this position to Lshore after 1881.16 < .

13. Apritsar District Gaze%;coz, 1913, The Civil and NMilitary
Gasette Press, ore, 1913, Chapter I-.B, p. 28.

14.  Amritear District Gazetteer, 1883-84, Op. oit.; on page 16,
another reason is attributed for this infliuxs Kashmir
contributes three quarters of surplus population due
to migration, though here a large part of migration is
probably due rather to the demand for skilled labour on
the shawl looms of Amritsar, than the presmure of

famine in Kashmir. Also see, a%zwnmmm.
1913, Op. ¢it., Chapter I-B, p. 25.

15.  Ibid., p. 16. ' |

16. A. Macfarquhar, Punjab District Gasetteers, AlIé%%%I.EI!&II&Iv
1947, BGontrolles of Printing & Stationery, jab,
Chandigarh, Section-C, p. 35.



Oenaﬁs Year Percent Grouth'

1872 -
1881 + 11,84
1891 - 09.96
1901 A + 18,77
1911 - 05.96
1921 + 04.88
1931 + 65.30
© 1941 - + 47.64
1951 - 16,69
1961 + 15,52
1971 4+ 15.69

Source - Census of India

The decrease in the néxt decede (1881-1891) is also
explicable. Two of the important factors were - firstly, the
great epidemic of 1881 and secondly, the dwindling ef the shawl
trade. The severity of the former can be gauged froi the mortality
to the order of 14,568 persons. The death rate for that year
climbed to 125 per 1000 persons against an average of mere 56. In
the month of October only 5788 persons died, which was sﬁfﬁciantly
appalling to create terror in the stoutest heart. 7The business
almost entirely suspended and thousands fled from the city.r’

17. gﬂ%?wm, 1892-93, Op. cit., chapter
» po 1 30



e

it R g g S o e

Growth of Population In Amritsgr
Clty, 1872-i97

——— i bt Y

X SR ST T i v, BT

e et e

A m———

e St

701 ]

PERCENT
w
. O

n
<

T g H R 2 RV, W e TR )

S R S

ol 10 11 21 3 41 51 6 71
CENSUS YEARS

F G~ ’ E




8

Quoting Maclagan from the Punjab Census Report of 1891 - The
city of Amritsar decreased by 11% during the last ten years.
The local anthorities say, it is due ¢to unhealthiness of the town.
That it 48 not due to the falling off in prosperity of the town im
other ways, seems apparent from the fact that while decrease is
15,130 souls, the deaths in decade exceeded births by 20,000, The
town has not yet recovered from the fearful visitation of the
epidemic., The rural areas show population increase in prosperity.
The expansion is taking place at a rate rapid than %he previous

years 018

The fleeing of the people was corroborated by the decreasing
shawl trade due to the change of fashion in Paris, followed by
Europe.lg This factor. along with the restoration of normalcy in
Kashmir induced backward migration.ZC

The following decade (1891-1901) registered a substantial
increase to +18,77%, which is attriduted %o the restoration of
normelcy in the town and switching over to the carpet industry

21

which was gaining importance day by day. The report of Census

is worth mentioning - Amritsar distPict increased by 3.10% during

i8. Ibido. Chaptcr II"‘; P. 330
19. Ibid., Chapter VI, p. 152.

0. &ﬂwﬁiglﬂezmm. 1913, Op. oit.,
Chapter I~B, p. 28.

21. Mwiﬂ_@aﬁm:. 1892-93, Op. oit.,
Chapter Vi, p. 153.



The decade, Amritsar city alone increased by 25,663 persons

excluding which the district population rose only by 0.5% i.e,
5468 persons. The Deputy Commissioner notes that miération
from Bombay and 8ind 4in considerable. The plague measures in
_ Bombay and elsewhere appear to have driven poople to Amritsar

city.22

The decrease in the subsequent decade (1901-1911) can
again be attributed to the ocutbreak of malaria and plague. The
latter epidemic was very severe between 1903 to 1907. This 4id
cost the town a large number of mmla.23 However 1908-1909
recorded an enoromous decrease in dea.tha.24 These spidemics

further repulsed the Kashmiris,

The decreas§ in death of 1908~09 is implied from the
increase of +04.88% during the next decade (1911-1921). It is
attributed to the improvement in the sanitary conditions of the
town, as the new system of water supply has also completed
recently. Besides this the industrialization process had sterted,
especially the expansion of carpet industry which started in 1919.
However the first woollen wmill for carpet manufacture came into
production $n 1924.25 Moreover this energetic town attracted
population from languishing towns like Majitha and Jandiala'
in its neignbourhood.ze \

22. Census of India, 1901, Vol. XVII, Pyniadb and
w, The Government Central Printing Dffice,
sma’ 190 » ?&I‘t I’ P.po ‘9?-80.

23.  Amritwar District Gazegteer, 1914, Op. cit., Chapter I-C,

p.27. The figure for towm is not available, The deaths
in Aistrict from fever alone amount to 45,103 persons.

240 Ib“o’ p. 270
25, « Macfarquhaxr Op.cit., Chapter II, Section-E, p. 171.

26. _nﬂg_ﬂ_li:m.(h 1961, - Indis Govermment Press, Simld; 1985
-4 (1), p. 170.
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The industrialisation set in the previous decade flourished
in the subsequent decade of 1921-1931. At the close of it, there
were upwards of 600 looms ciploying more than 3000 weavera.27
This expandigg industrisligation which continued ¢ill the end of
this decade attracted people from its surrounding region. This
industry flourished till'thirtiea when the economic erisis shook
the world. The demand in American markets, the chief consuming
28 1nis drastieally affected
the growth of the town's population. The tremendous growth of

centres, almost absolutely subsided.

1921-1931 was also due to the excess of births over deaths, This
excess of 16,848 persons was highest in the eight selected towns
of the state. Lahore, the biggest town, atood next to it with
only 11,404 persons.2? The Muslims elso had a higher natural
growth rate which dominated the city (49.98%),0

The economic orisis, exacerbated by the great world war
drastically affected the growth of ths city. Compared to the
previous deczde it decreased by about 20%. This declining trend
continued till 1951 to register a growth rate of - 16.69%, ever
lowest in the history of the towm. It is quite obvious, The
partition of India and Pakistan in 1947 pushed out the muslim
population which dominated the city till then. In absolute terms
the muslims population of 132,362 persons in 1931 was reduced to
a mere 1654 persons in 1951. This slump was subsitituted to some

27. 4. laofarQuhazl-, Op. cit,, Chapter II, &ction-’i P.171.

28, Ibid., p. Y72,

29. Census of India, 1931, Vol. XIV1I], zgnjfasggg;gglhi, The
CIVIL ARD MILITARY GAZBTIEE PRESS, ore, 1933,
Pert I, Chapter II, p. 93.

30.  Ibid,, Clsmpter ‘Religion and Growth of the Population',
P. 69,



extent by Hindu/Sikh refugees who were counted at 113,884 persons
in 1951. DBesides this upheavalous movement of population, the
local traders and industrialists got terrified and invested in
Delhi or Kanpur or Faridabad. The loss of individuals in the
gsecond war and the riots of 1947, together accounted for this
record low growth,

With the restoration of normaley, city started growing,
registering the population growth rate of +15.52% during
1951-1961. This decade was also marked by increasing industriali-
gation and urbanization which pulled people to the city. The
refugees who settled in the city might have producéd more in

anonie,

The final decade of our analysis, ending 1971 experienced
growth equivalent to theprevious decade. It is +15.,59%, It's
the feeling of the researcher that this rate would have been
quite high had there been no perpetual tension on the intermational
border, only 27 kms. away. The war of 1965, which hit hard the
town, terrified the traders and industrialists and impelled them
to invest at distant places.

This analysis shows that the town was always in a state
of healthy growth except in pathological conditions of natural
or political disruptions. The activated latent potential for
growth, after every disruption, furthered it on the path of

progress,

YARIATIONS IN THE SBX RATIO:

After having looked at the growth of a population
1t's important to look into its structure. The sex ratio {(females
per 1000 males) is a very significent index of its composition.
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A careful glance at the sex ratio graph (figure-2) reveals two
very prominant trends. The first one represents a steep decline
between 1901 and 1931 and the other, a rather steeper incline
right upto 1971, with a 'U~shaped® turm at 1931. This preaen%al

a rather curious exercise,

Census Year : Sex Ratio
1872 710
1881 751
1891 735
1901 742
1911 | 718
1921 _ 684
1931 665
1941 705
1951 761
1961 801

1971 828

The steep rise between 1872 and 1881'1n attributed to
the scarcity of 1868~69 in the south district and 1878 in Kashmir
pushing the populace to the city. This involved a large excess
0f female to male immigrants.’’ The deesth of the fomales due to

51.  Maritger Distriot Gesetteer, 1892-93, Op. oit.
Chapter III-A, p. 30.
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greater mortality and higher rate of infantioide was condusive

to female immigration,32 This inoreass to 751 femalss pexr 1000
males was followdd by an imaediate decline to 735 (Females/Males
1000) in the decade ending 1891. It is very genuine; reasons
being the fatal epidemic or 1681 whioh carried away 14,568 souls.
The femtle wmortality was higher than the males. For that very
yiar, the avarage morSality rate of 56 per 1000 persons shot upto
125 per 1000 peracns for the total population and that of the

. femalen leapt to 146 females per 1000 persons against & normsl
aversge of 62 females pcr 1000 persons.)> Th: enorcmity of this rate
is attributed to the neglect of female infants which is wery much
prevalent in this part of the province, besides the central
atstriots.”

The subssquent decade of 1891 {0 1901 registers an incresse
which is indiecative of greate® femole ixmigraiion to the eity to
£411 the lasuna created by excessive femals mortality in the
preceding decuﬂo.” Besides this ths out wigration of meles due
‘%o the @lluring effects of Burwa and Hongkong’° and their attree-
tion towards military services raised the retio only to T42.

Beyond this limit, the sex ratio has shom a very stesdy
steep fall through ths thres decades ending 1931, to & mexo 635
femsles per 1000 msles. This is a pretty ocurious excercise. The

32. Ibid., p. 30.

33. W&u?m 1892-93, Op. eit.,
pt.r s Po p ¥ 3.
34. WWR. 1913, Op. ait.,
hapter i-8, p. .

35. Census of India, 1901, w Cp. cit., Part I, p. T1.
36. Ibid.. Pe 94.



s
decline till 1911 could be attributed to thé epidemics of malaria
and plague which inflicted tremendous mortality, bdeing conseQuently
higher for the females as a consequence of their neglect. Mt
after it, why 80 much decline? is beyond the scope of this

exercise, This decline bdecomes all the more exciting when excessive
outmigfation of the males to military services,>' (details in
chapter four 'The religion and Civil condition') and extensive
colonisation of Chenad Colony attracting huge number of migrants

are uotice.’a The female infanticide was also extremely negligible .’!
Therefore with this decresse in the denominator the ratio should
have gone up significantly, while the reverse is true in practioce.
Rurthermore the ratic has been falling when highly prolific
wuslins?? (relative to Hindus ent Sikhs) who bore more females than
males were a dominant constitudent of the city's populstion.®
Contrarily when they ocutaigrated due “to the partition of 1947,

the sex ratio had been going up with a steep incline right upto
1971, to achieve thes ever highest level of 828 females per 1000
males, in the hia{:ory of the town. 7The natural growth alone cannot
explain this increase. A significant proportion of females is
added through migration from othor distriots within the state.

37. Y.N. Datta (ed.), R Zh ; R E )
Indian Institute of Mvuncc
Appendices VIII (p. 491) and x (p.496).

J8. mmg_mmmnmz. 1914, Op. eit., Chapter I1-C,
PelSe '

39.  Census of Indis, 1931, Yol. XVIL, Op. cit., Chapter I, P. 154.
40, Census of Indis, 1901, w o’o cit., Part I. P 206.

41. Prom 1901-1931, or an average, there wers 47.33% Nuslims
én thc city compared to 39,06% Hindus and 12.45%
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During 1951-61. when the proportion of males from other districts
of the state rose from 9.62% to only 13.55%, that of the females
sprang from 4,18% to 11,55%, an almost three fold mcrom,“
Other t\ipporting factors are: increase in femals literscy, advance-
went in wedical aid, absence of famines and epidemics stc. The
earlier dearth of females resulted in heavy marriage migration.

42a, Punjab District Census Handbook, Mg.ﬁllr.m
' 1951, Indim Governmsnt Press, Simla,

b. W 1961, Op. cit., Part II-0 {1i1),
Pe . : . E
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The levsl of eclnomic development of & place is determined
by the proportion of its population in the working force, What
nattors more and messures this development is the type of work
and the quality of work and labour which engeges itself in a given
ssctor of labour force. The lsvel of development and the growth
of the working population follow an '8' - shaped logistic
curve.l

This part of the study tends to undersake the evolution
of the working population for the city, to delineats the course
1t has followsd to assume the existing struoture. It becomes
all the mere important as the city is not a recent emergence,
but hed specialised in trade and commerce since thw dawn of
19th century. But the present study takes into account only
the periods from 1901 t0 1971 becsuse the census data had decome
more stringent and reliable from this time only.

The concept of ‘worker' has constantly changed since
1501. This has become most stringent by the latest census of
1571. TYor the first three decades, 1901-1921, the populstion
was divided into two very broad classes, ‘actual workers' and

1. Donald 0. Cowglill, *‘The Use of logistic Curve and the
Tradition Model in Dmloping lationa' in Ashish
Bose et. al, (.d.o) 3 ¢ rraphy $ l.w.
presented to Protcaaor 3, :
ﬁf.gvfmt birthiay. Allen & Unfvm, London, 1970,
P °
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‘dependents’, with a reference period of one ysar. 1931 census
classified the population at three levels - sarners, working
dependents and non-working dependent, keeping the reference
period same., The census of 1951 was also in no way very
different from that of 1931 when it clasesified population into
'self-supporting person’,'eaming dependent'’ and ‘none-sarning
dependent’'. with similar reference period. Such broader
classifications were Quito vague and inadeQuate and hence a

more strict definition was evolved in 1961 census which divided
the population into ‘workers and non workers' with the reduction
of reference pesriod to only 15days. A worker was defined as a
person who engages hin self, directly or indirectly, in an econowi-
cally productive activity. It included not only the actual

work dut also effective supervision and direction of work, In
case of secasonal work, like cultivation, dairying stc., & person
was called a worker if he had some regular work of more than an
hour a day throughout the greater psrt of the working season.
Andin the cass of & regular work like traﬁc' profession, bcrﬂeo
or business etc., if he was employed during any of the fifteen days

preceding the day of emmontion.z

Accordingly a person could
be engaged in two, three or more activities, This fallacy is
checked in the census of 1971 which eaploys the concept of ‘main’
activity'. The reference period has also been reduced to one

week,

2. 8. C. Srivastava, M%W% census
centenary NMonograph No. 1, Census of In 1971,

Oﬁi% of Registrar General, India, New Delhi,
P .



Yow the foremost step to de takin is to make this data
comparable by putting 4t on a common acale. As the tripartite
division of the economic status has been shunned in 1961 the changes
in 1951 and 1931 data have besn made in order to conform to the
new division of the population into workers and noneworkers.

With this the sotusal workers have remained as workers but those
pursuing un productive activities have deen transferred to non-

workers. All the dependents are treated as non-workers.

For the present study, it had always been better to adjust
the data from 1901 ascoxrding to the 1971 census definition of |
worker, dut since the detailed industrisl classification is not
availadle for the town the adjustment has been obtained by 1961
census definition. The latter divides workers into nine industrial
categories.’ The data from 1901 to 1951 are put to the 1961
census definition on the bdasis of the sdjuntment of divisionsand
groups as devised by B.R. m:-a.‘ The industrial oategories 1II
and IV of workers for 1971 are combined with category III of 1961
and Va and Vd for the joint category of IV and V of 1961, The
rest however remains untouched,

At this stage it decomes clear that first three (I, II
and IXII) of the nine industrial categories of workers together

3. I = Cultivators; I1 - Agricultural labourers;
IXI - Mining and Quarrying; IV and V - NManufscturing
and House<hold industrys gi - Construction; VII - Trede

and Commerceg VIII - Transport, Storage and Communie
cation;, IX « Other sesxvices.

4. B.R. Kalra, A note on Working PForce Estimates, 1901-61,
» Census of India 1961, Office of
Re n;ar;_r‘uno of India, New Delhi, Appendix-l,
P.p .
) DISS

Y;5 444325 ‘N7
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econstitute a very small proportion of the total workers in the
town. Hence these three are combined together with no hara to
the analysis (see tabdble-l).

After the data hes been made comparsbdle, it was sudject
to two exceroises - first, to obtain the absolute percentage rates
of sach of the categories from the total workers of the same decade.
This would help plot an ‘absolute graph' (from chspter one). Thess
exexrcises are carried out for cac.h sex including the total persons.
The graphs are plotted by taking the census years along X-amis
and per 100 variations in the working pre population along Y-axise
For the 'relative graph', 100 is taken some wherealong the middle
to show increase (+) or decreese (~) on a log graph. The wider
range of the indices of relative growth could not d» plotted on an
ordinary graph paper, like the absolute percentage rates, 7The
analysis of both the graphs is carried out simultaneously.

4 careful observation of Pigure-~2 conduces ths interpretation
of variations in categoriés to be dealt: with in two sets - &) those
aborbing the bulk of the working population and (b) having the
remaining workmg population. It shows that the percentage of
the workers to the total population has gradually declined,
touohing the ever lowest 29.55% in 1971 from its peak of 42.76%
20Wes 4230y 55 Kuin~20F1-Sron-L4o-poak-of in 1901 (see figure-l).

It 15 quite surprising for a town which was labelled as an
“entrepot of trafe’ in the later pert of the 19th century and had

Se w&m&mt 1892-93, Caloutta Central Press
CojLtd., Caloutts, 1893, Chapter VI, p. 152, |
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THE CITY OF AMRITSAR, I1901-71
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expsrienced extensive induatrialisation since the dawn of this
mtury.s Doss this constant decline meant

1)
14)

111)
1v)

v)

retrogression,

growth of population more than the employment
oppurtunities (that is, the population sro'.th.
has not followed the logistic curve of
development),

extensiy. ilohathion.

increasing affluence withdrawing mores and more
of the working population from the labour forde,
sspecially the children snd youth (who go for
sducation and the females (lowsr and lower
female participation in the labour force coming
dom to 2,60% in 1971 from 9.13% in 1901) and
improvement in the means of transport sand
communication encouraging more of local traders
to reside outside the town or inviting wore
people from outaide to work in the towm.

Speaking in abeolute terms the #ecline had Desn stealdy
sxcept between t¥o decades (ses figure-l) - (a) ending 1931 in
which it registered no[:’-me‘g:pmd to 1921 and (b) ending 1961
which represented a slight increase from 1951, for the total
working population (persons). The'relative growth' (ses figure-5)

6.

A. Nacfarquhar, Punjad District Gasetteer,

- 1947. Controller of Printing lni
ationery, Punjad, Chandigarh, Chapter II,
Section-R, p. 171.

23
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on the other hand has shown & steady gradual increass (137.7 to
185.0) detween 1931-1971, after a steep rise 84.4 to 137.7)
between 1921 and 1931. The two decadss ending 1921 registerdd
& s0le slump in the negative direction, to the lowest of 84.4.
Thege trends in the working population are corroborated by
similar trends in the relative growth of total population of
the town (see table-2). It could be seen that it registeréd a
steady increase from 163.0 to 267.7 hetween 1931-1971 after s
steep rise between 1921-1931 of 98.6 to 163,0. The two decades
ending 1921 depicted decrease in total population relative to
1901, This similarity in trends suggests that the growth of
workers was proportional to the total population. The decline
t111 1921 was dune to tlw distressed condition of the town marked
by cholera and plague epidemics,’ cutwigration to the canal

colonies and recruitment in army and polic09 of the produstive

population. An immediats substantial growth could be attributed
to the onset of mdnutry]’o and inoreasing demand of the local
carpets in the western urht.n Buch a spurt in the growth

rates could never be yecalled till 1971.

7. M%W 1914, The Civil and l:ll:ltnry
asette; 88 ore 1914, cm;tar -0, ps 27, -

8. Ibiﬁ.. P 250

‘O 7.'. D‘tu (‘d )' RO ALAN . 1 L *3 " "
Indian Institute of Advanced dtudies, :ﬁ. 375,
Appendices VIXI (p. 491) and X (Pq 436).

10. A, Macfarquhar, . "o ODe citg;g Chapter , Stotlon-ﬂg ?. IN.

n, u:num%ummm 1914, Op. oit., Chapter I1-B,
p. 107, .
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The wvariations in different categories of the total working
population can de stulisd under two groups - (1) those categories
absorbing the bulk of population snd (11) others with the remaine
ing populatioh (see figure~3). Under the first head are categories
(IV and V), VII and IXth. The rewmaining (I, IX and II1), VX
and VIII constitute the other group. A charscteristic feature
" of the former is highly unstable upheavalous varistion in the
working force (perscns) and afmost never attaining the level of
1901 in 1971. As sxplained earlier and also in chapter one, these
fluctuating trends in general are influenced by the growth of total
population affected by epidemics, slumps in trade, industrialisation
economic depression, partition of 1947 etc. Nanufasturing was
nost dmtieclly affected, This category (IV ané V) grew bdetween
1921-1931 due to industrialisstion dut Secreased subsequently
because of muslim exodus in 1947 who worked mainly on the looms,
Industrialiaation in the post independence period took it from
15.68% (1951) to 33.82% (1961) only to decreass by 3% in 1971
due to the war and tension on international border (Pakisten war,
Septeaber, 1965). Trode and commerce (VII) is the sole category
which could promimate it's lesvel of 1901 in 1971 (from 29.48% to

30.42%) inspite of heavy fluotuations.

The relative growth of there categories (figure~6) shows
that manufacturing category could grow in the decsdes wentionsd
above (ending 1931 and 1961) for siwmilar reasons. It would cross
its level of 1901 only in 1961. The trade and commerce (VII)
has registered a steady increase but other services (IX) declined
after 1951 having enjoyed a high rise since 192).
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1972 {395.0  393.5 o 190.9 196.8  39.7 3315  332.9 220.4 201.4  186.2  932.1

* Data for 1941 are not available.
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These data when relatdd to chapter oncget slucidated to
roveal that the town was always on the path of progress, Bat the
decrease in manufacturing is due to the emergence of industrial
suburbs 1ike Chhaberts, Jandials, Verks in the Aistrict itself
end Matehgarh Churisn and Batala (a complex) in the adjoining
Gurdaspur distrioct. All these are located within 40 Xms. from
the city. The very davelopment of these was due to evasion of
taxes dmposed by the city munioipa) committes.l? The location 8
of these centres on the rocuteo of transportation hastened their
development. On the other hand trade snd commerce (table-2)
grev stealily in the town. In the post independencs pericd,
perpstual tension on the border snd occasional wars have discoureged
the normal growth sspecially of the industry which requires
substantial investment. |

From the second group (ii), two subegroups can further be
delineatsd (see figure=3) first one depiciting high miationl
includes (I, II apd III) end VIII categories and the ether one
_with relstively less, includes VI, In the first subegroup, the
primary seotor (I, II and III) has consistently declined after
achieving an all time high of 22.20% in 1921. This inoreass is
mainly due to the cultivators (I) which rose to 17.17% 4n 1921,
The decline alter 1921 corroborates the processes of industriali-
sation ené urbanisation as an increasingly urban centre has less
snd less of its working population engaged in primery activity.
Extensive mechanisation of agriculture has slso influenced it.

12, A, mfwm ) » Opo cit., Chlpt.r E.I ﬁ¢P. 168+169,



The developing urban character is further strengthened bty the
incréase in the msans of transport, storage and commmication.
The relative growth (ses figure-6) fully complies with the above
discussion. A slight inoresse in (I, IT and III) to 2.61% in
1971 during 196171 is mainly due to I and 1I categories (2,19%)
which might de due to gentleman faraing or to evale taxea, The
category VIII has increassd stesdily after 1921 from its all tiwe
low bf 16,90: to 331.50° 4in 1971. For odvious reasons in the
senpe that being a residual category {in terus of functions) it
would follow the increase in others especially the tertiayy

sector.

In the second subdb=group (see figure-3) the sbsordption of
workers in construction (VI) is extremely low except tho decades
snding 1911 and 1961 whish can be seen as the phases of
developaent in terms of new construction. The perpetusl decline
. from 4,79% in 1911 to 1.09% in 1951 is indicative of the oriticdl
years undergoing severs economic depressior and disssterous
political disturdances. The decads ending in 1961 registersd
& substantial increase tc 3.04% signifying rspid industrialisation
and urdanisation. 7The decreass in subseQuent decale was due to
the war of 1965. Similar trends are reported by the relative
growth of thess categoriss (see figurse6),

The vuriationa' in ths working categorios for males do not
deviate at all from those of the total population {persons) for
the simple reason that majority of workers are the sales. The
females are in substantial minority. Ther8for® 'males’ are not
discunsed separatoly. %The total fall, however, is sudstantial,
coming down to 52.79% in 1971 from €7.74% in 1901 (sse figure-l).
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Contrarily, the variations in female employment are very
significant, though their participation in the labour force is
very meagre. As an indicator of urbanizatian,13 the female
participation has declined instesd of going up. It has fallen
down to its lowest of 2,80% in 1971 from its peak of 9.13% in
1901 (see figure-1). Boes it mean that the urban standard of
the city has falldn; decade by decade? Probably not. It is
due to the fact that this cultural region does mot favour female
employment, Their employment is only out of necessity. Moreover,
inoreasing mechanisation demands more and more of skilled labour
which the females in the lower rung of strata lack. % Furthermore,
improvement in the socio-economic conditions withdraws females
from the labour force. It is due to thege reasons that their
participation rate has been falling inspite of tremendous
increase in sex ratio after 1931 (665 females per 1000 males
to 825 FemaleyMales1000 in 1971).

13. Eshref Shevky end Wendell Bell, *Social Area Analysis' from
George A. Theodorson (ed.), muum_m@%m;m.
Row, Peterson and Co., Elmsford, New York, 1961,
Part II, Section-B, p-p. 226=235,

14. Percentage of females engaged in 'manufacturing and household'’
has fallen from 69.62% in 1901 to 11.52% in 1971.
Category VII registered decrease from 12.07% to 5.90%
respectively. Other categories unlike those mentioned
above do not show much change. Cultivators (I)
decreas@d from 0.25% in 1901 to 0.19% in 1971,
Agricultural labourers (II) from 1.89% to 0.52%, Mining
and Quarrying from 0.45% to 0.08% (I, II, III combined-
from 2.59% to 0.79%), construction (VI) from 0.69%
(1921) to 0.21% respectively, Increase in other
services (IX) from 14.90% to 79.38% respectively due to
increase in literacy (female) and liberplization of
values regarding female employment in sérvice sector.
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The absolute graph for female workers (see figure-4) brings
forward two important industrial categories (IV amd V) and IX which
have followed diametrically opposite trends right from 1901 to 1971.
The percent female workers in former category decreased consistently
from 69.62% to a mere 29,29% respectively, forming a slight crest
in 1921 (figure=4). Corresp®ndingly, employment in ‘other servicea'
(IX) increased from 14.90% to 74.08% respectively with an equal
trough (c.f. the crest of IV and V category) in 1921. The
steep rise after 1921 is more pronounced and steady than the
decline in catégory (IV and V). The relative growth of female

workers (figuree8) in theee categories corroborates the description
made earlier.,

The remaining categories except the VIIth have very low
proportion of female workers only to show very minbr or no change
at all fron-196191971, which donot seem to attract any attention
worth description. The variability of category VII is very high
starting from 12,07% in 1901, after a little depression till 1921
it shoots up to 23,26% in 1931 but again to fall to all time
low of 0.55% in 1951, After this a gradual increase to 5.90%

i; registered in 1971. When their counterparts (males) do not
very much, this variation remains obscure. The relative growth
of these categories in extremely fluctuating with high

inconsistency.
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CHAPTER - THREE

2HE MOVEMENTS IN THE POPULATION

The migraéion is one of the most significant variables
which determines the size and the structure of a given population,
though Malthms comsidered it only of local signifioance.l It
is not an independent variable to come into play by itself but
depends almost absolutely on a variety oi economic, sociological
and geographical factors. The streams of migration determine the
growth of any given area.:, as a consequence of the'push and pull’
factors which are the net results of the above mentioned factors.2
This coincides with the contention of Malthus that other factors
being equal, the population of a place keeps on growing as far
as 1ts economy supports it. Inferentially, depending upon the
growth of a place the outmigrants would be replaced by the immigrents.
This would involve turnover of the economically productive
population. But even then th8 decrease 9f economically productive
population does not mean that the placeiﬁlcaying because of the
following important factors _A?ouethe advancement in technology.

For instance, (i) industrialization might have become more
organized, barring unskilled labourers from work, (ii) industry
bacoming more and more capital intensive and (iii) advancement

in transport drastically increasing the number of daily commuters
to their place of work.3

1. James M, Beshers, Population Processes in Social Systems, the
free Press, New York, 1967, Pe.Pe 5=31.
2, There is a c¢lose relationship between migration and populéw

tion growth, influenced by(a) the direct movements of

the migrants themselves, (b) impact on the population
structure of the two regions and (¢) effect on the socio-
economic conditions of the two regions, which may reduce
or negate the results of transfer.

(P.Note=3 on ﬁextpage)|
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The migration is dealt with in this chapter at two levels,
firstly for the district and secondly for the city. The data
available are very scanty. $So the analysis is made on the basis
of its uniform availability. At the district level again it is
worked out at two levels, firstly on the basis of net migrants
(immigrants less emigrants) from 1881 to 1931 and secondly on the
basis of enumerations at the place of birth for 1921, 1931, 1951
and 1961, As the data for net migration were not available at
the city level it is carri@d out ohly with the place of birth data
for 1881, 1901, 1921 and 1931 decades. Besides the territorial
changes that have taken place one forte of this study is that
the limits of the tahsils which now constitute the district (1947)
have substantially remained the seme since 1854. All the village
transfers have been made before this time.? But the surroundings
have undergone a drastic change. The biggest is that of 1947
effected by the partition of India and Pakistan. Therefore, in
accordance with the changes, the study is divided into two periods
- one relating to it before 1931 and the other from 1951 to 1961.

Micration to and from the Digtrict: The first part deals
with 'net migration' between 1881 and 1921 (data not available

for 1931) which is the net result of the excess of immigrants to
emigrants (+) and vice verea (-) of the same time period. The

figures thus obtained do not give a better picture and hence to
£ind out inter-censal met migration, survival ratio® is applied.

3. K.C. Zachariah, Migrants in Greater Bombay, Asis Publishing

4, A, Macfarquhar, Punjab District Gazetteers, Amritsar
District}"'Controller of Printing and Stationery,
Punjab, Chandigarh, =~ ., p«30.

5. 10"'¥e (] adin € . The ratio

Total population of the succeeding year

£ a3 \ ‘
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The results are given in table-l. A careful glance of this table
reveals that excepting Lahore which shows & constant inflow of
migrants (inmigration stream) from Amritsar, no other district
depicts in or outtlcw of the migrants from or to Amritsar,

Those who outflowed to it in Tirst two decades registered inflow
from 1t in the nazt decade and vice versa. Hence to eas$ out

the anslysia, first two decades 1881-1891 snd 1891-1901 are
eliminated for which sex-wigss composition of migrants is also
available. The rest two decades do not depict a similarly consistent

pattern and hence discussed individually.

For the first two decades (1881-1901), three groups of
districts are formed, depending upon the migration stream?
(1) Those which lost population to the district;
(11) Those which gained from the district amd
(1i1) Those of the(mixed type) which sometimes lost and

sometimes gained.

The first category includes the districts of Hoshiarpur,
Jullundur, Kaspurthala, Ferozepur, Sialkot, Gujranwala, Gurdaspur
and Gujret. As most of these are the neighbouring districts, so
the progimity plays 8 significant role in this population {turnover.
The deneely populated sub-montance districts of Hoshiarpur,
Sislkot and Gurdaspur push population to the district. Jullundur
district also has highy density. Bosides this the flourishing
~ trade and commerce of Ameitsar city exerts a big pull factor,

The census reportes that "the attractive influence of a great

centre of ccumerce is at once apparent in the figures. Aunritsar

5.{contd.) Sultiplied with the net migrants of that decade
subtracted from net migrants of the next decade,



TABLE - 1
ESTIMATED SIZE OF INTER-CERSAL NET MIGRATION TO AND FROM
AMRITSAR DISTRICT BETWEEN 1881 and 1921

Neme of the Districts ] } 1881~1891 | 1891-1901 } 1901~1911 } 1911~1921 |

[ B W ap o)

T 721 35 i 4 § 5 1 8 17T

Ambala -8 180 ~38 -170 =
Kangra | =77 555 774 821  +
Hoshiarpur + 1569 1921 ~1280 1846
Jullundur + 950 1942 -1124 1348
Eapurthela + 2009 2392 -2357 136
Iudhiana Ry 207 66 -126
Perozepur + 260 828 ~1013 885
Patiala | ~461 362 ~465 -38
Mon tgomery - -1916 ~4210 2161 <5455
Lahore - <5232 5243 17621 3457
Sialkot + 5322 8791 7490 132%
Gu jranwala | + 569 10984 -2722 7120
Gurdaspur + TI61 8147 ~5987 4387
Gujrat | + 51 1253 ~1172 81
Rewalpinds | ~943 110 333 -146
Jhang 279 -55668 44509 21
Multan - ~1008 -2279 =1415 9497
Other districts of

the states in

Puniab - =41 =1170 ~74998 _ =24227
Poshawar - =250 -132 -434 ¥.A,
NWFP .. . . N.A,

Table Contdeces



Table~-1 (0 ontd, )

"

Name of the Distriots |

1 1881-189) ! 18911901 |

- .

1901-1911 | 19111921

3 3 i L1 [
TOTAL - 1151 =31030 = «55431 -6153
Rajputens (Ajmer & o
Mewar) 84 1163 - 360 N.A.
United Provinces of
Agre and Quoh -2201 - T24 - 514 N.A.
Kashuty: 1953 - 858 - 146 N.A,
Other Inddan States
beyond Punjad and
EW?P?P 278 655 «11T21 N.A.
Foreign Countries a6 106 366 KA.
20TAL - 4527 «~30688 «~£7806 ~6153

Signs in Col. 23 (+) BExcess of imwigrants to emigrents

in the decades (1881-91) amd
(1891-1901)

(=) Excess of emigrants to imaigrants in

both the decades
( ) mized type.

S4milar connotation between

(3901-1911) and (1911-1921),
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draws population from all parts of the province. While 90% of
the rural population is indigenous no less than 30% of the town
people are born outside the district end nesrly 9% from beyond

the province".6 ‘ ‘
. TABLE ~2
PERCENTAGE OF MAIES OF BOTH THE SEXES FOR DISTRICTS .
| OP (i') CATEGORY

L] L
Name of the Districts ‘oot Buigrants | Inmlgrants | Emigrants
Hoshiarpur 52.00 48.20 55.00 45.00
Jullundur 37.90 48.00 - 45,00 45,00
Kapurthala ) ceo ess . oese ' ese
Perozepur N 23.50 61.70 26.00 58.00
Sialkot 43,10 37.70 41,00 32,00
Gujranwala 53.20 48,70 52.00 59.00
Gurdaspur 37.40 32,90 29.00 32.00
Gujrat 57 40 64.00 62.00 56,00

Sourc2: Amritsar District Gazetteers,

1883=84 and 1892~93,

6. Amritsar District Gazeticer, 1883-84, Calcutta Central
Presg Co. I%td., Calcutta, 1884, Chapter IlT-4,
P. 16, :
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Table-2 shows that there is & larger proportion of female
to male immigrants from these neighbouring districts, It
indicates three things - firstly it is due to the dearth of females
created in the district due to heavy femals mortality in the
great plague epidemic of 1881 to the order of 146 females per
1000 persons against a normal of 62 only for that yur." Their
dearth is also attributed to the neglect of females and their
infanticide.® Secondly the increasing shawl trade might have
attracted a subatmtm. proportion of females along with the
males to work on the loom.” 7Thirdly, their(district's) proximity.
It becomes clear when wi noticed low proportion of female migrants
to and from the relatively distantly placed districts of Eoshiar-
pur, Oujranwala and Gujrat. The only district which enjoys
subatantial gain 'of male emigrants from Amritsar over its male
immigrants to that place is Ferosepur. It is due to its very
lok density and abundance of fertile land attracting the
distressed (from epidemics) population of Amritear to cultivatiom.l®
The dry ares is also more hygenic and healthier as compared to
| hritm.u |

Te M%W 1892-93, Calcutta Central Press
0. L .y Calen t"- 93’ Ghaptar VI. Y. 1635

8. Annnx.m.@&?:dmﬁu. 1913, The Civil and Military
Gasette Tress, Lahore, 1914.

9 m&m’%mw:. 1892-93, Op. eit., Chapter III-A,
Pe .
Op. Cit.

10.  AmcAtosr District Gazetter, 1883-84,/Chapter III-A, p. 16

11. Census of Punjadb, 1961, Punjab Government Press, Chandigarh,
Part I-A (1), p. 171, |
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The second category includes the districts of NMontgomery,
Lahore, Multen and Peghawar. These districts enjoyed a substantial
gain of population from Amritsar. The reasons are obvious, Lahore
being the capital of the state with low density and increasing
amenities attracted large population from Amritsar. Since 1881
Amritsar has yielded its first position of the largest city to
Lahore.la And the other districts have come under the canal
colonization scheme which tremendously increased the cultivable
average of land attracting the eultivators,13. The distressed

condition of the district has act8d as a catalyst.

TABIE~3

PERCERTAGE MATRS OF BOTH THE SEYES FOR DISTRICT OF
{11) categoxy

] .
]

migrants s Timigrantsf*;' %ligrantn

[}
[}
Name of the Digtrictss—zmmigrantsz

antgonery | 69.60 60.90 63.00 62,00
Lahore | 41,20 45,00 32.00 38.00
Multan | ‘67.60 . 72.80 66.00 67.00
feshawar 63.1 - 84.90 57.00 75.00

Source: Amritsar District Gazetteers of

1883=84 and 1892=93.

12, - .«y Ao Macfarguhar, Op.cit.Ch, II1«C, pe. 35,

13. Amritsar District District Gazetteer, 1914, The Civil
and Military Gazettee Press, Iahore, 1914,
Chapter I-C, p. 25.
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Tabdble=3, shows that this sutual turnover of the population
-was predominantly a play of the males. It shows that the distance
has played a significant role in this migration stream. 7The
proportion of males was always more in onigranti than immigrants
which alludes to the fact that smigration was predominantly due

to the ‘economis pull' of those districSs. The marriage migration
was drastically cut downwith increasing distance. Lahore, an
adjointing distriot enjoyed griater female migration.

The third category _tnoiudia Awdala, Kangra, Iudhiana,
Pntuis. Rawalpindi and Jhang. A4ll these districts except Jhang
lost population $o Amritssr during(1881-91) but gainsed from it
in the subsequent dsoade., The extents of gain or loss are not
large except. ‘the population loss to Jhang during 1891-1901.

This pull of Jhang was due to the net work of camals in this region
of the province which was sparsely popnuted.u The net outiig |
ration to these districts in the first decade was dus to the plague
epidemic which was regained in the sudsequent decade marked by

the upcoming carpet industry,

It's not possible %o hemdle the two décades 1901 to 1921
in the above manner, becausc of the greater mutual exchsnge of.
population between these districts. Bxocepting Kengra from which
Amritser has gained in ibth the decades it has lost only to Amdala,
Indhiana, Patiala and lLahore consistently during 1901-1921., Only
Lahore's aharé is significant. Por the rest of the distriots in

4. Ibid.. Pe 25,



general it is clear that Amritsar lost significantly during 1901
to 191l. This was a period of malaria and plague epidenics.15
Besides these, Amritsar alao lost significantly to other districts
of the states in Punjab compared to the proportion lost during
1881 to 1901.

Other decade, 191141921, regained the lost population to a
great extent. Besides the absence of so severe epidemics in this
part of the province the water-logging of the canal colonies of
Sialkot, Gujranwala, Gujrat & Sheikhupura which lost a considerable
area from under cultivation pushed back the migrants to their place
of orﬁgin.ls

Now looking at the net migrants to and from states outside
Punjab it is noticed that by 1881 there were 699 net imnigrénts
from Rajputana 7216 from United Provinces of Agra amd Oudh,
8718 from Kashmir 950 from other Indian states and 582 from foreign
17

countries. This is indicative of the flourishing trade and
commerce of this district esp. the city. But the epidemic of 1881
followed by a decrease in shawl trade pushed dback the migrants

esp. the skilled workers from Kashmir, The pestoration of normaly
back home (Kashmir) catalysed their return.t® 411 the states
registered a gain of population t:om Amritsar in the subsequent
decades,. The district always gained population from abroad mostly .

due to its international trade links.ld

150 Ibid., Pc 270

16. Census of India, 1931, Vol. XVII, Punjab and Delhi, Part I,
The Civil and Military Gagettee Press, Lahore, 1933,
Chapter I, p. 40.

17. Punjab District Gazetteers, Amritsar District, 1933, Punjabdb
Government Press, Lahore, 1934, Vol. XIII, Statistical
Tables, Table-8, p. 18,

18, (Op. cit.) 1913, pe 25.( Amritsar District Gazetteer)
19. " v ‘e, A Macfarquhar, p.¢i} Chapter II, Section=E,. p. 171.
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The migration data available for 1931, 1951 and 1961 are
by place of birth ohly. Theyge data are discussed in two groups
because drastic territorial changes took place in 1947. Now looking
at the 1931 data, it becomes clear that this decade (1921 to 1931)
experienc8d tremendous growth in ﬁopulation. Besides this, much
of migration did not take place as 97.59% of the population was
born within the district. Only 1.15% were born outside the distriot
but within the state and 1,14% in other states. This mainly due to
natural increase in which Maslims (with high natural increase)

played a predominant role .20 .

The last two decades of 1951 and 1961 refer to the post
partition period. This pertition resulted in the muslim exodus to
be substituted by Hindu/Sikh refugees, totalling 317,743 persons
(170,975 males and 146,768 females). The impact of partition is
revealed by the following table:

JABIS-4
Percent Population of Ampitsar District Enumerated by
| Blace of Birth :
1 : 1961
Place of Birth i - ‘ Fi“""‘f T M ] T
Born within the
district of
enumeration 57 .88 57.63 58,37 76.98 T7.47 76.4Y
Born in other
districts of , A , . )
the state of '
- enumeration | 5.15 5.70 4,50 6.58 5.58 7.76
TOT 3,03 62 83,57 84,18

Born in states other
than the state of

Boxn outside Tniis 28,76 29,50 13.85 13,94 13,74
© %Birth place unclassified

—_— - 71.08 T.72 6,33 0,11 Q,?Q 0.11
Source: Census of India 1951 and 1961, Part II-C (ii

® TPor 1951 includes burnt slips.
20, (Op. cit., Census of India, 1951, Vol. XVII, Part I, p. 69. .




Table-4, shows that of the total of 63.03% born within the
state of eﬁumeration only 57.88% are district born. The corresponde
ing figures for 1961 are 83.57% and 76.98% respectively. The
partition also deterred 1nmigration from states within India, only
1.89% compared to 2.45% in 1961, With restoration of the normaley.
On the other hand the proportion of those born outside India was
inflated By the refugees to 27.97%. Corresponding proportion for
1961. 1It's lesser amount would have definitely affected the above
proportions.zl Table=4 also reveals that the proportion of females
born in other districts of the state in 1961 significantly out-
number the males, unlike 1951. This seems more due to marriage

migration.

Migration into the CGitys

Between 1881 to 1961 the data for this part of the
study are not available for the years, 1891, 1911 and 1941. The
available data are in very crude form and it's the feeling of the
researcher that it should not be taken too seriously. Hence it is
analysed at a broad level. PFurthermore to cope with the territorial
changes {1947) it is divided into two parts, Ome part dealing with
1881 to 1931 end others” with 1951 and 1961 only. In the first part
data for the decades 1881 and 1901 were available in a composite
form unlike the detailed one for 1921 and 1931. To make it
comparable the latter decades are grouped on the lines of the

former decades (see table—E).

21. Amritsar DistPiot Census Handbook, 1951, Punjad Government
Press, Chandigar}h fly Yeaf for taeble D=-VI,
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TABLE =5
‘ PERCENT POPULATION OF AMRITSAR CITY ENUMBRATED BY PLACE OF BIRTH
— Y S S— —
Total Population 151,896 86,714 65182. 162,429 93,199 69,230 160,218 95,106 653112 264,840 158,985 105,855
I. Born Within the ‘ ' ' L o Lo C
| Province 89.51 88.26 91.18 95.48 94.37 96,96 96.00 94.95 97.53 96,94 96.60 97.46
£1) Born in the city/ , ,4 o o
district of o ' S ' ’ -
» enumaration 86 078 84‘034. 90003 ] e o‘ [ N N ] ) [ X ( 81.88 77.99 » 87.57 ) 9402E 93041 95025)
{i1) Born in other | | | o B B |
districts of C ' ' ' ' } ' ' ) '
the state A‘D73 3092) 1.15 PP see eee 14.11 16.96 9095 ) 2068 3019 10935
II. Born Outside the ' | ‘ S | ) |
Province | 10.12 11,22 8,65 4.17 5.17 2%82" 3.69 4.63 2;31’ 2.81 3.03 2.49
adjacent states oee se 0 - coe 89089 900-20 89.15 92“.32‘ 95 034’ 83050 92084 92079 92.94
(11) Born in other ' ' - S o o ‘ ' T7.15%
Btates  eee 'Y X 'YX ] 10 010 9079 ‘ 10.84‘ 7067 4’ 65 16.49 kﬁ 7.20 7005
(111) Born outside the | _ . . ‘ ‘
country 0.37 0.52 0.17 0,32 0,43 0.17 0,30 0.4 0.14 0.23 0.35 0.04

Source:= Census of India, 1881, Punjadb and its Fendatories, Part 1I, Government of India
Printing Press, Calcutta, 1883,

g = Census of India, 1901. .The Punjab and its féndatdries, Part II, The Government
| Central Printing Office, Simla, 1902, | '

= Census of India, 1921 and 1931. Punjab and Delhi, Part II. The Civil and M&litary
Gazette Press, lahore 1923 and 1933,
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. Table=5 shows that the decade 1881 stands out separately
from the rest due to the fact that it experienced maximum
immigration, as only 89.51% of the total population enumerated

in the city was born within the province. Remaining 10.12%

were born in other states and ohly 0.32% outside India. This
heavy inmigration ae explained elsewhere is due to the attiractive

22 and great influx of

influence of a great centre of commerce,
Kashmiris, contributing three quarters of surplus poyulation.z3
The Deputy Commissioner remarked, "the increase in Amritsar city

by 1I2% represents the natural growh of a flourishing centren 24

In the subsequent decades, the proportion of the population

born within the province revolved around 96.005 (precisely 95.48%

- {1901), 96.00% (1921) and 96.94% (1931). The census Commissioner
of the 1901 ceﬁsus remnxis", Auritsar district increased by 3.10%
in the'decade ending 1901, Amritsar city alone increased by
25,663 persons, excluding which the district grew only by 0.50%.
The city has 2283 Kashmiri immigrents (probably the ramainé of
immigrants before 1881) and those from Bombay and Sind are
considerable (among 4.17% of those born outside the provinces

(see table=~5)3; The Deputy Commissioner notes that plague measures
in Bombay aﬁd elsephere appear to have driven people to the city.
But only 298 immigrants from‘BOmbéy appear in returns. Probably
the returms are below the mark, people who canevto.Punjab from
Bombay not being over anxious to proclaim the fact. Bombay

22, (Op. cit.) 188384, Ohapter III-A, p. 16, ( Amritsar District .
23. Ibido, Pe 160 Gazetteer) )
24‘ . Ibidv;' Pe 17.
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immigrants are very scatterred and are nearly all parsis and

other tradera'.25

Now looking in abmolute terms within each decade it becomes
clear that the proportion born in other states is constantly
declining, acquiring the lowest mark of 2.81% in 1931 from its
highest of 10.12% in 1881. This decline is due to the occassional
recurrence of the epidemios of plague, smallpox and malaria in
1891, 1903-1907, 15100-11, and 1913, and of cholera in 1914 and
1929.26 The deoresse in the fodeign born from 0,37% in 1881 to
0.,23% in 1931 is again to the above mentioned factors. The
economic depression withdrew the representafives of the foreign

firms from the eity.27

Table-5, shows that the females heve always followfd their
counterparts very closely, but their proportion of those born
within the state had always been greater than them, The distence
again proves to be an important factor. The tntraqzzzzemigration
involves higher and inter-state migration, lower, proportion pr
females to males (see table«G), he latter strsem is predominantly
from the adjacent states of United Proﬁincns of Agra amd Oudh.
Kaghmir, Balanchistan, Rajésthan, Delhi end North-west

Prontier Provinces, amounting to around 90% in all decadeaaza

25,  Census of Indie, 1901, Vol. XVII. The Punjab and its
- Pendatories and The NW P P, The Government
Oentra% grinting Office, 8imla, 1902, Part I,
PeDPe 49.80.

26, V. N, Datta, Amritsar Past and Present, Mundoipal Gommittec,
Amritsar, 1967, p. 54.

Xl . - .3 A_. nwfarquhar’op'cit) Pe 171,



SEX- PERCE

TABIE - 6

POPULATION ENUMERATED AT BIRTH PLACE

5o

Plece of Birth ?__;_a_g;__rf : 1
T L N L S A

A

A

A

Born with in the

Borm Outside She '
Province 11,22 8,65 5.17 2.82 4.63 2,31 3.03 2.49
The second part deals only with the decades of 1951 and 1961, The

former 8xperionced the largest evexr population turmover in the history of

the city, in 1947.

refug@es {males 62,746 and females 51,138).

The muslim exodus was substituted by 113,884 Hindu/3ikh

Source:
Census of Pung
Part II-C (ii

P * 270 » T&ble 'D""'v.

TABIE = 7
PERCENT POPULATION OF THE CI Y PLACE OF B : a4 6
Place of Birth s 19 1981 —

- VTP y M § F o4 POUOM ¥
Total Population 325,747 184,923 140,824 376,295 208,838 162,457
Borm in India 67.67 68,27 66.8% 76.42 77.06 T7.95
I. Born within the ‘ | |
| Provinces 62.77 62,17 63.55 69.95 69,21 73.05

(1) Born in the
city of
enumeration: g 55 .50 52.54 59437 50.66 49,19 54.11
Born in the s |
district of '
enumeration ( - - - 6.77 6.45 T.38
(ii) Born in other B 4

districts of ' .

Ta27 .62 4,18 12091 13,55 11,55

m outside ,

the Province _ .
._frg.t_mmm 4,87 €,09 3038 6,47 7.84 4,90
- IIX. Borm outside . . '
—the_country 32,34 2 3 _22,9% 25

w
District Census Handbook of Amritsar, 1951.
ab 19610

Ind ia Govermment Press, Simla, 1965



Table-7, reveals that out of a total population of
325,747 in 1951 only 55.50% were born in the city/district.
Corresponding to 1961, it is only 57.43% (50.66% in the
city and 6,77% in the distriet of enumeration), amounting
to a total increase of only about 2.0% which is the normal
natural growth rate., The immigration from outside the
province increased to 6.47% in 1961 from 4,87% in 1951..

The major difference can be noticed in twé categorien =
~ (1) for those born in other districts of the state and (i1)
those born outside India, The former increased from 7.27%
in 1951 to 12,51% in 1961;5 but the latter decreased from
32.34% to 23.5T%- ' respectively. The increase in (i) category
is due to the restoration of normalcy in the town. The
number of temales increased by thPee times from 4.18% (1951)
to 11.55% (1961)., This seems mainly due to marriage migration.
The decrease in (4ii) category is due to the dispersal of
refugees who migrated with their families. This is inferred
grom their decrease of 8% in 1961 (approx. less than 4% in
males but more than 7% in females). It might be due to higher
sex-ratio (PemaleyMales X 1000) in the dispersing refugees.

Sl



CHAPTER - FOUR

THE QUANTITATIVE CHANGES IN RETIGION AND
CIV1L CORDITION

This chapter inténds to look into the religious composi-
tion of the population at both the district and the city 1evelé
depending upon the availability of the data which are not
uniform. The importance of this variable lies in determining
the population structure of the plape in the sense that had

52

there been no sikhs (district/town), it would not have contributed

to the military and polise services and had there been scanty
0f muslim population, the handicraft might not have developed
and hence might not have grown so much (muslims also have higher
natural growth;details follow)., The significane of the religio-
political partition of 1947 and its impact on the town is self-
explanatory.

The available data has made possible the study of the
réligious composition of city and the district, both,from 1891
t0 1971. In the next place religionwise scx—fatio and growth of
the populafion is carried out at the city level only. The
relative growth of all the religions is also seen for the city
from 1891 to 1971. |

Another part of the study concerns with the religionwise
civil condition of the population. These data are very limited.
It 418 available for the district only from 1891 to 1931 and for

the city only for three decades of 1911, 1921 and 1931. Though,
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it iw not possible to draw generalizations from this limited

data but some crude adumbdbrations have been outlined to know
net

something than to kmow nothing. The interpolations could, be

made for reasons mentioned in introduetion.

The researcher had not gone into the repetitive explanatory
analysis of the population as it has already been made in the
first chapter. Here emphasis has been laid on the reasons
pertaining to the quantitative changes in the religions
composition of the population.

Regarding the religious composition of the population at
both the city and the district levels two very prominent phases
oan be marked out. The first phase, from 1891 to 1931 and the
other from 1951 to 1971 (Table-l shows that muslims and hindus
dominated the city in the firat phase). Of the.two. muslim
proportion was higher and subseqQuently increased from 46.63%
(1891) to 49.98% (1931) whereas hindus decreased from 41.42%
(1891) to 36.94% (1931). The sikhs were the third lmown community
which fluctuated from 11.42% to 12,09% during these five decades,
The remaining two commnities of Jains ard Christiems, though
registered an increase in this period was always less then 1%.

The pecord phase in the religious composition of the city's
population was entirely different. The hindus end sikhs
dominated the city and the remaining three communities were left
to contribute less than 1% each to the total population. The
hindus have dominated in absolute terms when their proportion of
56+41% in 1951 sprang to 64.21% in 1971. The sikhs on the other:
hand with their evey highest level of 41.91% in 1951 lowered to
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TABIE-)
DECADE-WISE RELIGIOUS COMPOSITION(S) OF THE POPULATION FOR AMRTTSAR
eITY (1891-1971)
Name of the | 1ggv | 3001 } 1011 | 1021 § 193" | 1951 | 1061 | 19m1
Religion | P - P B :
Hindu 41.42 40,08  38.44 40.77 36.94 56,41 F.A. 64,21
Sikn 11.42  10.99 13,33 13.40 12,09  41.91 F.A.  34.18
Jain 0,10  0.34 0.43  0.46  0.25 032 T.A. 0,18
Muslin 46.65 47.89  47.08 44.41  49.98 0.50 N.A, 0.42
Christisn  0.39  0.67  0.74 0.9  0.69 - 0.82 N.A. 0.98
Others .. 0,05  0.02  0.05 0,07 s  H.A. .
Total 100.00 100,00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100,00

* Data for 1941 are not available,

34.18% in 1971. The reasons would be made clear while discussing

the growth of religions, later in this chapter..

Table=~2 for the district shows & picture different from that
of the city within the jwo phases mentioned abov@#, In the first
phase there were three main r€ligions - muslims, hindus and
sikhs., Though the domination of the muslims was absolute who
increased from 45.55% (1891) to 46.96% (1931), the hindus and
sikhs followed very close to 'each other in the first three decades
(1891-1911) only to incresse im-the-first-threo-decaten—{1i893~1931)
the diyergence in the latter part of this phase when sikhs
outnumbered hindus very s;gnificantly (see tqdle-2), Of the
remaining two communities, Jains and Christians, the latter
crossed the 1% mark of its contribution to the total population
im 1921 and 1931.



gggm-g ISE FELIGIOUS COMPOSITION (%) OF THE POPULATION OF THE
DISTRICT (1891-1971)

Howe of the | 89t | 190r | 1911 | 1921 | 193 | 1951 | 1961 } 1M
religion ; 4 1 L ! P : :
Hindus 27.87  27.44  24.03 21.»99 15.61 25.73  32.97 23.42
S1kh 26.33  25.82  28.85  30.88  75.80 65.64  64.52 74,21
Jain 0.07 0.6 0.5 0.4 0.1 0415 0,12 0.12
Muslim 45.55  46.39  46.42  45.59 46.96 0.30  0.15 0,16
Ohristian  0.16 0,20 0,54  1.37  1.48 1.0 219 205
Others . os  ae . . . o e
Total

100,00 100,00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100,00 100.00 100.0(

* 1941 Dataare not availabdble.

The second phase, registered an absolute domination of
the Sikhs from 65.64% (1951) to 74.21% (1971). The hindus rather
decreased from 25.73% (1951) to 23.42% (1971) with an inorease in
1961 (32,97%). Of the remaining three communities only christians

~eould contribute more than 1% to the total population and that

too with an increase from 1.07% (1951) to 2.05% (1971).

Tables 1 and 2 show that the muslims dominated this district
as & whole and their proportional contribution to the total
population had been almost similar at both the city and the
district levels sheugh throughout the first phase. The hindus
dominated the sikhs very significantly in the city but were
outnumbered sudbstantially in the later part of this first phase,
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In the second phase while the hindus absolutely dominated sikhs

in the city, reverse was true for the district as & whole., These
differences in proportional contribution of different religions éo
the total population becomes clear in the following discussion of
the growth of each of the five religioms from 1891 to 1971.

Heving looked into the religionwise composition of the
city and the district it would be useful to anaiyse the sex=-
composition of different religioms in the city (c.f. introduction)
to know the trends they have followed through 1891 to 1971.
Table=3, shows two things - first, that the variations in the
sex ra%io by religions have followed exactly the similar pattern
as that of the total population discussed under the head *variations
in the sex ratio' in chapter one. Therefore to repeat the whole
enalysis, would be & wastage. And secondly that among the three
main religions sikhs have a higher sex ratio than the other t®0>
right from 1911 to 1971, These are followed by muslims (1901 to
1931) end hindus (1951 end 1971). Figure~} expresses the above
mentioned character istics of religionwise sex ratio in a graphical

form to make it apparently comprehensive,

TABIE-7

LIGION-WISE SEX-RATIS" OF THE POPULA ON OF THE CITY (1891-1972)

mh"§ 1891 | 1901

o ap 99 o
po @B o «n)}

191 | 1921

C w1 »
193:1° § 1951 § 1961 | 1971

2 03

Eindus
by

T —
o

e ) 12

.0 (%) e oo S ee ) [ X}

(*)  Females per 1000 males
*  Data not available for 1941 and 1961.
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Religlonwise Growth of City‘s Population:

Pigure~d shows the city has depicted, trémendous
fluctuations in the rate of growths (P&-PO/P X 100) of different
. o ‘

religions. In the increasing order, the christians have occupied
the lowest rung follow8d by sikhs, hindus, jains and top of all’

the muslims. The latter are worst affect. Throughout this period
(1891-1971), three of these, viz, = hindus, sikhs and muslims

have dominated the city/district and the changes in them drastically
suffled the population structure.

Two of the dominant religions, hindus and muslims took off
from a very low eem level which is indiéative of their substantial
decrease from 1881 (see table~4). The former decreased by -7.54%
end the latter by =16.50%, The remaining communities had a better
take off. The sikhs started from +x4+88 ¥ 13.51%). The increase
in sikhs in 1891 is indicative of their lower number ¢till 1881
which becomes clear on noticing the remarks of the Deputy
Commissioner, "there is a great decrease in the number of sikhs
since the census of 1868, While the total population has increased,
sikhs have fallen equally, but the orthodox hindus have almost
doubled. A portion of this increase might have been gained at
the expence of sikhs, as it doea‘nat necessarily follow that the
1 7he gixhs increased by I3.51%
in the following decade ending 1891. Contrarily hindus decreased

son of a s8ikh is himself a sikh,

by ~7.54%. The census superintendent notés, "the statistical

'T.  Amxitsar District Gasetteer, 1883-84, Calcutte Central
Pross Co., Ltd., Calcutta, 1884, Chapter III-B,
Pe &l



JABIE - 4
RELIGIONWISE GROWTH OF POPULATION OF AMRITSAR CITY ‘;&ﬁl,gﬂ!;l

CENSUS | A1D | : ' .

YEAR | Reli-! HINDUS § SIKHS ! JAINS ! MUSLIMS ! CHRISTIANS
: glons ' v S

1881;‘ *0 [ X ] o0 ae [ X ] N‘.A‘

1891 «~ 9.96 <« 7.54 +13.51 +1488.89 =16.50 .o

1901 +18.76 +14.94 +13.39 + 272,03 +22.77 +30.19

1911 - 5056 - 9082 +13098 '." 22056 - 7064 + 2017

1931 +65.30 +49.80 +49.03 ~ 18,16 +85.95 +25.80

1951 +23.00 +87.84 +326.,56 + 75,33 =98.75 +48.05

1971 +33.52 +51.98 + 8.89 - 24.07 +11.12 +59.37

1881~ ' ' '
1971 +186,34 +355.95 +971.50 +8833.33 =97.57 +406.13

* Resgidual Cagfegory of others is excluded for no harm.

pendulum has now swang the ather way. It does not seem that any
thing has happened which made sikh religién very popular. Truth
probably is that in 1868 soms of sikhs, who have taken the vow
or not, were recorded as sikhs and that meny hindu jats (sultanis
and Niranjanis) went down as sikhs simply because they were jats
and beenuse more jats are sikhs, The careful classification hes

removed this error'.2

2. Amritgar District Gagetter,1892-93, Caloutte Central
~ _Press Co. Ltd., Calcutta, 1893, Chapter III-B,

P, 43.
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The decrease in muslim by -~16,50% in 1891 4is indicative _
of their larger population in the city upto 1881, which was the
result of the influx: of muslim population (meinly from Keghmir)
due to the scarcity of 1878 and mor€ so to the attractive pull
by the flourishing shawl trade till 1881.3 The above mentioned
decrease of «16.50% is attributed to the epidemic of 1881 which
cost them 8391 lives out of a total of 14,568 persons4 supported
by the decrease in shawl trade and restoration of normaley back
hone.s Except sikhs, the decrease in other two dominant communities
corresponds with the decrease in total population, discussed in
detail in Chapter-one.

After this poor take off, both hindus and muslims followed
each other to attain heights of +14.94% and 22,77% re'spectively
in 1901. This absupt rise ended in a fall in 1911 to lower level
of =9.82% and -7.64%, respectively. These growth rates are very
comparable to the fall in the total population of the town
(c.£. Chapter-one:) The sikhs are the only category which had
maintained its growth rate from +13.51% in 1891 to +13.98% in 1911,
against a much unstable and highly fluctuating rates of others
(see table-=4), At this jincture, besides the convarsion of hindus
into sikhs and the outmigration of muslims no other reasonable
explanation could be given. Mainly, it remains obscure but slight

3. W&m 1883-84, Op. cit., Chapter III-A,
P. 16,

4. Anrif§sar District Gazetter, 18923933 Op. oit., Chapter IV,
p. 183,

5. Apxitear District Gesetter, 1913, The Civil end Military
" Gazette Press, Lahore, 1913, Chapter I-B, p. 28,
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allusions to a logical explanation can be acquired by looking at
the following table(No. 5) which shows the increase or decrease
in the urban and rurel areas of the distriet per 10,000 of the
population for the dominant religious communities,
TABIE = 5 PER -
EET_INC +) OR DECREASE ()10 P POPULATION
IN URBAN AND RURAL POPULATION OF EACH RELIGION (1881-1911)

Name of the religion

Hindus - 196 - 63

Sikhs + 402 + AT
¥uslims - 286 + %

Sourcet Amritsar District Gazetteer, 1914.

Table~5 shows that only sikhs had been the champions of
increased growth in both urban and rural areas of the district
from 1881 to 1911, While the population of the district in 1911
(880,723) is slightly lowss to that of 1881 (893,266)° with sikhs
having greater drain on themselves than upon any other class for

service in army and police,7

Hongkong and Burma.a and still an inorease in their population by

accentuated by their allurement %o

402 per 10,000 persons in urban snd 471 per 10,000 persons in

rural areas calls for an inference that substantial conversion

hed taken plaae-9 The loss of muslims in urben areas might be
6. Ampitear Distriot Gezetter, 1914, The Civil and Militasy
Gazette Press, lLahore, 1914. Chapter IAG, Pe 5.
7. V.N. Datta (ed.), Hew ah P -1

Indian Institute of Advanoed Studies,
appendix VIII, p. 491.

8. Census of India, 1901 mi,ﬂ_z.x —ape Punjeb and its Fepda-

gg?gg gg%’m K W F P, The Government Gentral Printing
} 4 100, 1&, 190 » art I, . 4.

9. Amritsar District Gazetteer, 1914, 09. cit., Chapter I, P. 49,
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due to their outmigration to other districts as well as to the
rural areas of the same district as the decrease in urban muslims
was of the order of =286 per 10,000 persons compardd to an increase
of +90 per 10,000 persons in rural areas»from 1881 to 1911,

The christians too came down to +2,17% by 1911 from +30.19%
in 1901 (data not available for 1891). Their decrease is attributed
t0 the dwindling of trade which called for the retumrn ot‘Burppean'
agents, corroborated by epidemics and unhealthy conditiqna prevelent

in the tomn.i°.

1911 is the turning point for all religious communities.
The decade began with a steep inclina upto 1931. It is especially
true of hindus and muslims which attained the growth heights of
+49.80% and +85.95%, respectively, through milder rises in 1921,
Besides the fact that this period witnessed the dawm of industriali-
zatién, drawing population from its surroundings, an important
reason of this extensive growth was the increased auiplus of births
over deaths during 1921-1931. This surplus of 16,848 peraons
was the highest of all the cities oflthe province including Lshore
(biggest town) which stood next to Amritsar with only 11,404 surpiius
birthé.ll The census further notes that Lahore, as well as
Rawalpindi cities have gained comparatively more hyvimmigration
of persons born outside the district, Amritsar has not however

been indebted to any much immigration for its growth.’? This

10. Ibid., p. 270 _

1Y, Census of India, 1931 1%%. IVII,Puniad §£% Delhi, The
Civil and ﬁilita;y zettee Press, ore, 1§33,
Part I, Chapter II, p. 93.

12, Ibido, P. 94.
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B T e e R R, 2 | R TN S o SRR, N M A .
Hindu 4423, 2227 24220 4541 41,16 50,56 10,35 6,56 14,93
Sikeh 42902 50468 30439 43548  4ly54 55538 2Oy
Sikh 41,92 50,68 30,29 47,48 41,54 55,38 10,58 7,76 3L
Jain 43,91 50,00 36,98 39,10 36,14 42,46 16,98 13,85 20.54
Muslim 42,67 42,62 3432 47.73 43.84 5230 .59 6.53 13.17
Christian 69,39 75.04 61,23 25,31 21,05 31.46 5.29 389 1.30
Qther 3730 38.46 33,33 50,00 53.84 33+33 12,50 7.69 W s . SR
All Religions 1891 44,58 2120 33274 46,05 41,70 2131 .35 6.38 N S
Hindu 4243 3231 36,75 45517 4133 49.88 9.32 R O P R
21Kk 43,9% 53,95 32,03 46,23 40.12 53,2 2.83 —5.62 s.88
dain 44,01 48,37 38,55 44,84 42,35 47,9 1114 9,27 13.47
Muslim 44,37 50,66 37406 46,55 42,94 50.74 9,07 6.39 12,18
Christisn 62,52 66,16  58.24 32,38 29,22 36,08 5200 4260 5.67
Other 20,00 50,00 20,00 20,00 50,00 950,00 20 2. —t
411 Relizions 1901  45.35 _ 53.14 35.96 45,19 40,61 50,72 .45 6.25 A3.32
Hindu 46,46 24.33 36,80 43,86 39:34 49.17 9,68 6,13 24,00
Sikh 43,36 2347 20049 46,51 40.02 24,77 4013 _6.51 14,73 _
Jain 2031 58,25 40,03 3725 22.02 44,02 12,44 .73 13.95
Muslim 45,72 52,15 38,25 35,34 41.69 49.57 8,95 6016 12,18
Christian 63,09 66,85 58,88 23T 2834 31.73 6.54 4,01 2.39
Other 42,86 _ 53.33 16,67 2238 40,00 83,33 4.76 $.67 —p2
All Religjons 1911 46,69  53.53 37.85 41,52 36.86 47,55 2278 2,60 15,80
Hindu 46,53 53.95 36.88 41044 3723 46.93 ~32:02 3283 N {75 - N—
Sikh 47.10 54,56 36,88 40,15 34,69 47,53 A2:.74 10,67 15,99
dein 49,13 55.45 41,23 37451 33.90  %2.05 13,34 10,65 16,72
Myuslim 46,44 32,39 38,80 42046 38,06 47.94 21,09 9.39 AR
Christisn 53,20 98,14 46,82 38,79 35431 43,31 Ms 5-15 M—'I
Other 54,17 57,69 50,00 . 45,83 42031 30,00
W M" M 4% 40049 3626 45,96 11.-21 2.52; 11...62.__.
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in mnles and the married in females. Secondly, ihen all religions
are looked at together for both the sexes, the trends of ciwil
condition tend to follow the *Principle of Convergence®, as if toa
attain an optimum level most congenial to the social development
of the society. Only the unmarried females tend to diverge

with increasing rate. But if, to the exclueion of minority
commmnities only the muslims, hindus and sikhs are taken, the
trend of remaining close to one another ia observed, with exchange

of percentages at times.

The rates of unnarried males of the main religions increased
from 1881 to 1931, only from about 50% to 55%. The muslims occupied
the lowest rung leaving the other two alternmate with eaeh other
(e.f. inter-conversions). The married and ummarried being mutually
exclusive, muslims with a high uarriage rate, along with others
tend to decrease from 1891 to 1931. The range for three main
religions has decreased from 41% -44% to 36% -~ 37.5%.

The widowed males also registered a decreas@, The otherwise
smooth decline registered a steep increase from 1901-1911 especially
for the main religions after which it declined gradually, but
still more than its level of 1881 /“see figure-4(a)/ This rise
might be attributed to the excessing female mortality in the
epidemic of 1903--1907.ZI The decrease is due to widow remarriage.

Contrarily, in the case of femnles, the distinet categories
of warried and unmarried tend to follow the *Principle of

21. W&&m. 194, Op. eit., Chapter I-C,
Pe P



Name of the i Census |

Religion '[ Year:

A1l Religions 911 .. . . 49.86 33.87  44.23  41.06  48.65 12,59  9.08  17.49
Hindu | 38.44  39.00 37.66 42,58 50,28 31.48  43.46  40.92 47,12 13,96 8.80 21.40
8 1kn 13.33  13.17 13.54 41.05 49.11 30,14 45,13 41,00 50.72  13.82 9.88 19.14
Jain 0.43 0.42 0,44 48.16 55,80 38,08 38,34 32,88 45,55 13,00 1132  16.37
Maslims' 47.04 46,68 47,53 43.86 49,39 36,31 44,91  41.47  49.60 11.23  9.14  14.09
Christians' ~0.74 0,70 0,80 65,07 68,23 61.22 28,81 27,90 30,12  6.03  3.87 8.66
Others 0.03 0.03 0,03 54,17 57.69 50.00 45,83 42,71 50,00 .o .e oo
All Religions 1920 .. . .. 45,16 50.45 37.43 43,86 41,20 47,74 10,98 8,34  14.83
Hindu 40.77 4171 39.39  45.14 51.23  35.73 42,73 40.45 46,25 12,13  8.07  18.02
81kh 13,40 13.16 13,76 42,75 49.00 33.98 45,72 42,05 50,69 11,55  8.85 15,32
Jain 0.46 0,46  0.47 49.39 54.735 40.98  41.47 36,95 47,21  9.82 8,51  11.80
Muslim: 44.40 43,82 45.32 45.61 49.88 39.50 44,60 41.83 48.44  9.87 8,30  12.06
Christian 0.90 0.82 1,02 59.20 61.73 56.19 34,23  34.06 34.44  6.57  4.21 9.37
Others 0.04 0.0 0.04 52.38 55.56 48,15 36,51 36,11  37.04 11,11 8,33  14.81
A1l Religions 1931 .. . ee 50443 54040 44047 4157  39.57  Boeks  4deFG 8960 |

| o | o | | 44,76 8,00  6.15  10.T7
Hindu 36.94° 37.45 36,17 51.59 56.71 43,63 39.75 37.21 43.11 8.66 6.09 12,66
81kh 12,09 1L,78 12,55 47,70 53,33 39,76  42.59  39.350  46.95 9.71 7.17 13.29
Jein 0.23 21  0.26 56,46 62.61 49.09 34.60 31,61 38,18 8.94 5.78 12,73
Nuslix 49.98 49.89 50.10 50,09 52,85 45.96 42,82  41.I9 45,25  B8.09  5.96  8.79
Christian 0.69 0.59 0.8% 59.98 59,51 60,48 32,05 33,90 30,07  7.97T  6.59 9.45
Others: 0,08 0,08 0.08 46.89 46.035 48.19  48.33  49.21  46.99  4.78 476 4.82
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AMRITSAR CITY
Religionwise Civil Condition, |91i-193|
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convergence® from 1881 to 1931, or if to evolve an optimum level
of marital condition. The former is decreasing while the latter
is incr€asing. The proportion of married females was highest in
sikhs among the trio.

The proportion of widowed females was gradually decreasing
due to the popularisation of widow remarriage, preached by Arya

and Brahme Sanajis.z_z

But the proportion of females was higher
than the males due to their being more conmervative and more
traditional., DBesides this the higher age at marriage of men and

their being active outside the house exposes them to accidents.

Now analysing the similar situation for the city for three
decades (1911, 21 and 31), Very similar trends for both the
gexes are obtained (see figures 5(a) and 5(b). In both the sexes
the main trio has moved together. The dlight difference obsoivad
is for the widowed and unmarried femnles who have followed steeper
decrease and inorease respectively. It®s due to the greater
influence of urban based institutions,

All these trends reveal progress on the path of industriali.
gation, urbanigation, increasing literacy and wedical facilities
corroborated by the reform movements uplifting the socio-economic

conditions of the town/district.

22, A, Macfarquhar op. cit., Chapter I, Section~C, p. 41.
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- clearly alludes to the increased birth rate during this decade.
Furthermore it becomes clear from the census that this over all
growth is predominantly due to muslims who enjoy & very high
natural increase. The increase in the total popﬁlation would
not have been 80 high had the muslims not formed the proportion
of the population that they do.>” Moreover the survival rate of
muslims was also fairly high (c.f. only next to the highest of
16.52% for Indian ohristiens).’® This highest survival rate of
christians was also responsible for their high growth rate of
+25,80% for the decade 1921=~31. Their growth rate éuring the
previous decade (1911-21) was equally high (28.19%). ‘This high
growth could alse be due to the increasing fame of the carpet
industry which invited representatives from the foreign firms to
the city.ls Besides these, many British Officials were putting up
in the city along with the troops due to the tension prevalent in
that period.t®

Very surprisingly in the all increasing decade of 1911-21
sikhs registered a decline growth rate to +5.51% from +13.98%
after which they ocaught up with the hindu. rate to register
+49.03% in 1931. It might be because of the two factors -
firstly ‘the accentuation of cleavage between hindu: -gikh classi-
fication meking it stringent and cIoarer17 and secondly their

1-'30 Ibido. po 690
14. Ibid., p. TO.

15. A, Mecfarquhar, Punjab District Gazetteers, Amritsar, 1947,
Controlleg of Printing and Stationery, Punjad,
Chandigarh, Chapter II, Section-¥, p. 1T71.

16.  V.N. Datta, Op. cit., p. 270.

17. mw_grgmmsm. 1914, Op. cit., Chapter I,
P *
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drain by the army..o

This high growth rate of 49.03% is attributed
to the increasing conciousness among sikhs of their éeparatq
existence which has doubtless, as in aJllcommunitiea been fostered
by awareness of political previleges which thg uunberiné of heads

has begun to carry.lg

_ The Jains constituting the smallest ﬁinority of the towm
£6.10% (1891) to 0.23% (1931)" sge_;itable-l] have fallen drastically
in terms of growth rate from ¥1488.89% in 1891 to ~18.16% in 1931).
This is attributed to their small mumber in which a small addition
or outmigration makes drastic changes. Their constant decline
might be due %o the epidemics and slumps in trade (these being
mainly traders).

2 tremendous reshuffling of the population took place with
the partition of India and Pakistan in 1947 giving entirely different
growth rates of these religions communities unlike their tradition

18.(a) V.N. Datta, Op. cit., appendix VIII, Memorundum on
conscription or compulsory servioe for the Punjab,
P, 491, Amritser D.C. says - Amritsar is the
house of the Manjha Sikh and one of the post uniformly
gggggggég%_zgg;g&:;gg districts. The full quota
assigned to the district is not expected to be reached
without some compulsory msasures being passed into lew,
besides increased pay and otlier benefits etc.

(v). Appendix X, P. 4963 Minutes of the Proceedings of a sub-
Committee of Provisional Recuriting Board appointed
to consider the Bill for conscription: §S. Raghbir
fingh, a member-board says = No further pressure be
applied to those who have done their duty. It would
not be possible to procure without compulsion.
Amritsar had already given a great number of recruits,
the balance required would be obtsined with difficulty.
The recruiting in Lehore and 8ialkot is very bad. ‘

I9. A, Macfarqubar, Op. cit., Chapter I, Section-C, p. 62,
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+111 1931. This partition witnessed the exodus of muslima and
immigration of hindu/sikh refugees. This lowered the growth

rate of muslims to =98.75% (1931 to 1951) but boosted up the rates
for hindus (+87.84%) and most significantly for sikh (+326.56%)
from 1931 to 1951, The growth ratés of jains and christians also:
grew significantly during this period (see table-4). But after
1951, when the total population has grown by 33.52%, individual
religious communities have grown very meegrely except the
christians (maximum +59.37%) followed by hindus (+51.98%), ¢111
the 1971 census was held. The sikhs grew only by +8.89%. Their
slow growth remains obscure., Even the war of 1965, which shook
the town and perpetual tension on the border, 40 not explain it.

After enalysing the decedal growth rate of different
religions it bocomes essential to know their‘relstive growth'
(base 1891) to acquaint oneself with the'momentum® of their growth
within the city. Figures 2(a) and (b) représent the relative
growth for males and females separately (c.f. different social
position and status of meles vis-a~vis females). Apparently two
of these reveal a distinct pattern of growth, The dominant religions
in both the sexes have grown gradually being very close to one
another from 1891 to 1931 after which they diverge very signifi-
cantly from one another, but ocoupying similar positions in both
the sexes. All' these communities enjoyed a higher growth rate
during 1901 after which a decline is registered only to follow
steady growth till 1971. An enalysis of table~6 reveals that
of the three main religions sikh wmales are the only case who
have registered maximum growth without any slump any where from
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TABLR «§
ISE RELATIVE GROWTH OF RELIGIONS IN AMRITSAR CITY (189]-

waUS | i ; : :
O Eing| ALL RELIGIONS | HINDUS :' SIKHS | JAINS : MUSLIMS CERISTIANS

T T T U A U T O . S A S A L
1891 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 00,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.,0 2100.0 100.0
190I 120.0 83.4 120.1 116.1 115.8 116.4 115.4 118,0 112,1 372.0 349.4 401.6 123.1 122,3 124,5 204.8 331.3 148.3

_107.4 1001 1315 - o o

T911 1I2,8 114.3 110.8 104.7 ddwdk AFdws a3FeF 133.5 126.9 455.9 456.0 453.2 1138 113.9 113.6 209.3 331.6 144.3
1921 1168.3 122.3 112.9 116.4 122.8 107.7 138.7 142.9 133.5 512.5 534.5 491.9 112.6 114.3 110.4 268.2 419.2 188.0
1937 195.5 204.4 183.6 174.4 184.4 1608 206.8 213.5 198.0 422.3 406.1 443.5 209.6 21T.7 198.4 337.4 503.2 249.4
1951 240.5 237.8 244.2 327.6 328.1 326.9 882.3 857.8 914.3 740.5 793.8 670.9 2.6 4.3 0502 499.6 816.0 331.5
I97T. 321.2 05.8 341.9 497.9 478.5 524,4 960.7 909.0 1028.4 562,2 487.6 659.6 - 2.9 2.8 2.9 796.2 1163.6 601.1

Othefs are omcluded because of highly miscallaneous and variable composition
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THE CITY OF AMRITSAR
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the base of 100 persons in 1891 to 909.00 in 1971, While males in
hindus grew steadily the muslims males declined steadily with an
exception of 217.7 in 1951.20 The males in jains and christians

registered a voluminous growth.

Similarly table-6 reveals that females followed exactly
the same pattsrn as their counterparts. Among the main religions
fomales in sikhs represented a steady, slumpless growth, whilé
gradually increasing in hindus after 1931 they decreased steadily
in muslims except an exorbitent rate of 198.4 per 100 persons of
1891 in 1931, The partition checked the growth of both the sexes
in muslims. ©$f the wminoritiSs, females in jains enjoyed & higher
growth rate than christians,

Beligion apd Civil Conditions
The final part of this excercise includes the religione-

wise civil condition of the population for each sex, primgrily
at the distriot level, as 'some' data (1881-1931) are available
to trace out specific trends and then at the cityllevel_ror which.
th® data cover only three decades - 1911, 1921 and 1931, The
trends alluded to would be corroborated by their larger whole,
the district.

The grephs are obtained by plotting the proportion of
unmarried, married and widowed to the total population of that:
sex for a given year for each religion between 1881 to 1931.
(See table~7) On observing figure-4 it becomes clear that these
three states of civil condition occupy three district zones} The
third category always occupiles the lowermost position in both the
sexes., But among the first two, unmarried occupy the top positionm
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CHAPTER - FIVE

SOCIAL AREAS OF TRB CITY

An important aspect of the demographic profile of a city
is its internal structure, that is, one wonl@ like to know how
the people of various castes and classes pursuing different
vocations and having different social standing are distributed
in the city. This type of analysis which goes to evolve specific

areas with simjlar social attributes has been termed as ‘social
aresa snalysis' by Eghref Shevky and Wendell Bell.l

The structure of a city which existes today is a consequence
of the historical forces prevailing in the past. The present
structure of Amritsar is being studied in this chapter on the
basis of the 1971 census data., In the 1971 population census,
Amuritsar was divided into 580 enumerators blocks which are the
smallest unit for which data are published in the Indian Census.
Out of these 318 blocks were in the walled city (see figure-l)
and the remaining 262 blocks m were outside. One of the bdasic
requirements for carrying out 'social area analysis' is the base
maps for each enumerator's bloeck, but these mere available, only
for the blocks in the core, hence social area snalysis could not
be carried out for all ths bdlocks but only for 318 compact blocks
lying in 12. of the 16 census divisions, '

1. Bgheef Shevky and Wendell Bell{ "*Social Area Analysis' fron
George Theodorson (ed.), 'Studies in Buman Ecalogy',
Row, Peterson and Co., Blmsford, New York, 1961, Part 11,
Section=B, p.p. 226~235.
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Eshref Shevky and Wendell Bell for their‘étudy, formilated
three wain constructs -~ (i) Urbanisation, (ii) Social Rank and
(111) Segregation. Bach of these were constituted Yy grouping
of different variables like the participation of females in the
working force, single family dwelling, fertility ratio etc.
composing the firat construct of 'urbanisation', Eash of such

indices were scored and ranked to give similarly scored arcas.

In order to arrive at gimilar indicss of social areas one
needs informakion at a detailed level ( cf. Shevky and Bell)
which is not availabls from the Census of India enumsrations at k
the blook level {smallsst unit for which information i@ published)
available from the District Census Handbooks. With this meegre
information, the cartographic method wes preferred to the statistical
method to arrive at the.aoeial areas. The percentages of the
gelected variebles (detail follows) were calculated from their
larger whele and normally divided into six classes. The freQuency
poercentages are ranked and hexiled. The snalysis could have
been taken to further depth with octilinput smaller size of
‘enumerators' blocks suggested hexiling. The snalysis is carried
out in two parts, first deals with the spatial distribution of
the selective five variables and the other concerns with the
superimposition of these meps to evolvé social aress, Besides
this, three Pearson's coefficient of correlation are also.

calculated to corroborats the study.

The data base is the district census handbook of Amritsar,
1971, publishing the following data for each sex, vis. = total
population, scheduled caste and scheduled tribe (nil for the city)



population, total numder of households, literacy, industrial
classification of worksrs into nine categories znd lastly the nonw
workers. For the present ex.orcise the workers were grouped into
three main categories - Primary {(comprised of I, II, III amd IV),
Secondary (V amd VI) and Tertiary {VII, VIII and IX). Out of

the available wvariables only five were selected for mapping to
depict their spatial distribution within the city. They were
selected on basis of their importance and significance. For
instance, eaployment in primary sector was deleted due to the fact
that a city and especially the core has very few workers engaged
in primary activity., Similarly, female literacy was preferréd to
male literacy as it is thought to be a better indicator of
urbanisation and enjoys more profound influence on the social
gsystem in terms of the socialization of new generation, asdoptione
of new values and their implementation eto.

One of the most important limitations of this study is
the absence of requisite material, As wentioned elsewhere, the
non-availability of the maps of four outer divisions (13 to 16)
with dlock boundaries. - grucified an important aspect of
the study which would have given the growth pattern of the town
outside the wall in terms of its social signiricancé. Moreover
. the dlock bdoundaries for the remaining 12 divisions were
notional and without a rsgular scale. A compact map of the walled
eity with block boundaries was prepared  photographically
reducing the map of each division to its one-sixth and making
- them fit in one another. It was traced and reduced photographi-
cally to ite present aims,

7%
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Very interestingly, as peesumed, all the variables
represented specific dispersioh to bring out distinct regions
with varying intensity of social attributes. In the first place,
scheduled castes present a very clear picture of Sheir distribu-
tion which remains confined to the periphery, that is, along the
inside of the wall, There are only a few blocks along the
periphery which have no scheduled caste population. This is
favourably in accordance with our tradition of keeping these

people at a distance from higher castes.

A mejority of the blocks with scheduled caste population
have their proportion less than 40% (see figure-l). There are
only seven bdlocks each, with 40 to 60 ﬁercent and 60 percent
and more scheduled castes. None of these blocks fall near the
core. These blocks of heavy concentration of scheduled caste \
population are never located in isolation but in the decreasing
order of thei:-population towards the core of the city. (see
figure-1)

The distributioh of percentage of literate females to the
total females becomes apparent at a glance over thse map, (see
figure-~2). It is in its ascending order of literate proportion
towards the centre. The dispersal of literate females decomes
clear when these are compared simultaneocusly with the distribution
of scheduled castes. The female literacy is predominantly below
30% along the periphery. The proportion gradually inoreases
fowarda the centre. There are only seven blocks which have
 female literacy of less than 10%, Out of these five are along

the periphery. Furthermore there is only one block (270th)with
.female literacy of more than 50% which lies very near the core
(see figure-2), And this has no scheduled caste population.
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Besides this there are only four blocks = 143, 21'3. 246 and 316
with 80% and more schedul@d castes, which have less than 10%
literacy except the 246th with precisely 10% literacy (falls in
the higher class internal). The rest of the non-scheduled caste
blocks enjoy higher female literaey.-

In the third place, sex-ratio (females per 100 males; to
relate equally to other variables with percentages) seems to
scatter throughout the city in a very irregular manner. Still
1t is seen that the higher sex-ratio (96 to 104 females per 100
per-yvades the peripheral blocks. The majority of blocks with
lowest sex-ratio of 51 to 68 females per 100 males are found
near the centre of the city., (see figure-3) The sex ratio of
the city is very high as larger proportion of blocks (also in
terms of apparent area) depict a ratio of87 to 104 females pér
100 males,

Now looking into the employment structure it is found that
secondary sector énjoys greater hold along the periphery which
gradually thins towards the centre except at one piace where it
forms a continuous strip towards the core somewhere along the
Hall Bazar (see figure-4). It may be maid that this being the
Gentral Business District, its adjoints indulge in ancillary
production. The greater concentration (40 to 60 percent) is
noticed along the periphery which may be due to the settlement
of artisan refugees who could not find a place in the core.
More over the areas with higher sex ratio have lower employment
in secondary sector. This is proved by Pearson's Coefficient
of Correlation of =0.327. It is significant at 5% level of
significance,

&%
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Finally, another importent indicator of the urban ch#racter
of the towm, the tertiary sector of employment is seen distribﬁtld
in the city (see figure-5). A significently dominent majority
of all the blocks have the population in which more then 60% are
engaged in the tertiary sector of employment. This sector too
tends to find a greater proportion towards the centre. Of the
12 census divisions of the city, second, fourth and sixth have
their population involved pr@dominantly in this sector. This
sector tends to prevail in the blocks with higher female literacy.
Thege two variables are positively correlated. It is + 0.120
which is significant at 5% level of significance. Begides this
'~ it was presumed that the blocks with majority of scheduled castes
would have greater proportion of workers (the majority being in
the lower socio-economic stratum). But this presumption was
flaouted by a correlation of =0.050. It shows that the two

variables are not related to esach other.

After the spatial distribution of these variables it
becomes important to look into the areas, which share them. Such
'social areas are evolved by superimposing there maps. For this
purpose the hexiles were grouped into three broad categories
with high, medium and low concentration, as their superimposition
was not possible at such a micro-level. These groups are marked
as 1, 2 and 3. This superimposition of sex-ratio, female literacy
and employment in secondary and tertiary sectors brought out 'social
areas’ ot’medtum (category number 2nd) concentration (see figure-6).
The medium range of different variables follows: sex ratio (69 to

86 females per 100 males); femele literacy (20 to 40 percent);
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employment in secondary sector (20 to 40 percent) and in tertiary
sector (60 to 80 percent). In this process the highest and lowest
categories with smaller number of blocks were mutually cancelled
out. It is due to this reasoh that the scheduled castes could

not be included in this superimposition as there are very féw

blocks with medium concentration,
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This historical anslysis has revealed that the town as well
as the district have undergone two distinctly proainant phases
during the past cne csntury. The first phase ends in 1931 and
the other in 1971 (of. Census of Indis). The orucislity of
this phase formation lies in the religio-political partition
of India and Pakistan in 1947. It is this very factor $hich
thoroughly reshuffled the population, involving the exodus of
muslims and absorption of hindu and sikh refugees from West
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Pakistan. It was not only & physical dislocation and substitution

of two populations /[~ of. growth of population (chapter one)
and movements of the population (chapter three)/ tut slso the
exchange of different characteristics, peculiarities and

attridutes attached with the same. The fluctuations in population

growth and variations in the growth of religions and their
composition have deen affected dirsctly by this partition.
Another direct effect is the blockade of migration streams to
and from the districts in the other part (formerly West Punjabd)
of the country. This 15 a sort of a one sided paralysis of &
living organism to whioch & city proximmtes. It is seen that
before partition the populstion turnover detween Amritsar and
the districts on the other side was significantly quantitatively
more frequsnt than between districts on this side of the country.
It gained population from backward, densely populated districts
dut always provided significant streams of ocutmigrants to the

sparsely populated districts with ampls fresh socomomic
oppurtunities.
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The indirect influence can be observed on the sex-ratio
(Females / Males 1000) and the working population. The former
poses & curious problem dy decreasing 111 1”1. when, though
female mortality was very high the males were constantly woving
out to lower the dono-inator. Moreover highly prolific muslime
dowinated the city (as well as the district) ti11 1931, Yery
surprisingly, the period after 1931 which experisnced converse
-conditions, sex-ratio took & ‘U-turn’ and followed the extremely
steep hiennut!on t111 1971. This however nmm obsoure.

Inspite of the partition which paralysed one complete side
of the towmn/district cutting the trade links and the migration
streans the industrialisation 414 not recede. Though the
proportion of the city's pophlation engaged in mamifscturing
(IV and V) decressed from 1901 to 1971, the trade and commerce
(Y1I) registered & sudbstentisl inerease during that period.

This fact distinctly alluldes toA the location of industries in the
fastly growing industrisl suburls, in the vicinity of the town
on the main routes of transportation, duc to the imposition of
taxes on local industries by the municipal committee of Amritsar.
As ths trade snd commerce wire not taxed, it remained within

the city and flourished consequently. The otherwise decrease

in workers is also attriduted to the extensivc mechanisation of
industry which was becoming more and more capital intensive,

This study also revealed that the wuslims dominated the
city and the district in the first phase, The second phase
expesrienced great increass in hindus and sikhs. The former were



more urban than the latter in significmmt proportion, 7The sikhs
have very surprisingly decreased in 1971.

The speocifically dounuﬁd social areas can ds subdbject
to further exploration for better urdan planning.
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