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lender, was kind emough o grant me en interview, in spite of his
tight schedule,
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Bditor, Alai Osgl, heve alao helped me in recording thelr views
on gbe wntemporary Tanil Nadu poltitics,
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Suparvisor, who geve his unstinted attention snd guidance during
the course of this study, Alscy Professors: Rasheeduddin Khen,
K. Seshadri, C.P. Bhambhri and Intles Ahmad —heve all boen
encouraging me in my poal of htgh& learning, while earoing.

’



iv
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student of cur Contre wwwvithout whose help, I a» afratd, it wuld
oot have been possible for ze to complete this work.
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THE BACKGROUND"

The Dravida Munnetra Kezhagan (IMK) can be called an infant
/,y_awng the Indian political partias. When it fogmed the
govamt for the first time in Tanil Nadu W in the year
- 1967, it had been in formal esist;n; only for about eipghteen years,
1t was indesd a apectaeular fe_gtaon the port of ths DMK, for the
earlier éangrgae aﬂumezrat;on in the state was not only welle
entrenched tmi:. ti:s record of office was m;aﬂyely wod, Wcr.
the DMK which wn.g stunning victory in the fourth Coneral Elections,
held in February 196‘2;. ‘had‘pa&sed through mamy uwpe and dom before
ﬁnany'making 1e, It led be eastly discerned that from the moment
the DMK entered electoral politics, it had striven hard to 1wm§

its positidn from one outing to another,

* This chapter is designed to provide a description of the nature
of reglonalization and perochialization of polttics in Tamtl
Nadu, Since this mainly deals with the origins of both the
Dravida Kaghagen and tho Dravida Munnetra Kezhagam, which have

" a common paat. only a brief account is presented in this

chaptor he



The MK 16 en off-choot of the Dravida Keshagsn (1K), which vas
founded by E.V, Ramaswauy Reicker (EVR) !n 1944, Tho latter was reve-
rentially referred to as Periyar (the Wgpeat sage™) by Wis followers.

( Also; he vas one of the most important, dynamic, colourfﬁ:hnd yet
eont:oveuial pollucal leadere of modern India,) EVR Nalcker;, hovever,
vas & social reformer who tias not been given his dus place, perheps, due
to his leading a soclo-political j:rétedcmt movement, viz., “the self. |
i‘espéct mvénent", vhich was outside the méinstream of Indian ﬁnttoaaum.
The DK was coterminous with the Drevidian mvemt.‘sﬂﬁch vos mainly a
eeam'mamamg at the upliftment of the non«Brohnins in the
eratviile Madrss Presidency, According to the DK, tho North Indtens and
the Bra‘hdns were Aryans vhoreas the mmBrahmi:na of the South were of
the Dravidien origin, The proclaimed object of the Dravida Kezhagam was
the achlevement of a eovereign independent Pravidanadu o Dravidian
Republi¢, federal in nature and made up of the four units corresponding
to the Dravidian linguistic divisione, each with reciduary powers and

asutonomy in inteynal 'aﬁminiatration.l

The erstvhile Madres Prosidency e which tncluded parts of andhra,
Karnateka, Kerale and ‘l‘an;l Nadi .. was equated o the Drgvidangdu.
Also; the IK steadfastly made [indi a live fssue and juztaposed it with
the hoary psst of the Tanil poople, their language ond cultupe and

| naturaily upheld.eha lgcttr. In furtherence of this cause, the IK
attracted a palaxy of forceful writers and poverful cpeakers, who in
their turn lured the youth to the Kazhagam's fold, to contribute to

1. mtmvensadm T.Se W&W. 1955.



-

the cultural growth of Tamtl Nadu, The éplmdont aixt glories of the
Tami] kingdoms were hailed as pesks in the cultural histoxy of our
countyy, With the heip of some European fntellectuals, such as Bobert
Caldwell, "the entiquity of Widiat; Civiligation was £ur_thet pmhe;d
back into the past"a? In this connection, Professor Robert L. Hatdgra;e
Jr, noteg that: “The chltum of the anclent Aryans wos belittled as
bardavrien eﬂd in compaﬂann te the q;lembut and richness of Dravidisn
tradition and Tamil culture. The past was resurreeted ond gtven a

:eauw on & very little widenee“‘.s

PBwever, the Second ibrid Yar and the !mprece&entud upsurpe for
natfonel independence during those days Im ouy mmit:y. cclipoed the |
Drevidian movement for a bricf period, The decloration of Indien inde-
pendence by the colonial British ceme as a shock to the DK, At the
' inptance of L.V, Remasweny Naicker, the Kashagio boyostted the Independ-
ence Day celebrations on August 15, 1947, NHaicker refused to respect the
'mticnal tri-wluur £lag, aa ho had refuwd later to rucognise the

Constitution of India, viewmg it as g tool of Brahmin tyranny, However,
his disciple, C.N. Anmmadural, sav nationsl independence as the accompls ghe
nent of the entive nation and not merely of the Aryan Iorth, - This led to
differences fnside the Dravida Kezhagan, According to the CPL suiﬁrt.
late Balddhandwutheu. these di fferences ware "not on ideological grounds

but on tactical quest!on".a Anngdurail, one of Naicker's chief lieutenants,

2, Hardgrave Jr., Robert L., Ths Dravidian Movemsnt, Bowbay: Popular
P!’akaﬁhan, 1965' paw
3. Havdgrave Jr., Robert L., "Rell.gion, Politics and the DMK®™ 4n Smith,

Donald E. (Ed.) South Asian Politicg and Religion, Princeton, NJ3
Princeton University Prase, 1966, pp, 221-22,

4, Butadhandayuthan K.s "The Risc and Fall of DK%, w"—ﬂﬁ!&
June- 1973, p. 20,



‘folt that the Kazhagam could mt b taken foxwerd on these outmoded
principles with EVR having the last say i.nl- all the mattexrs, Moreover,
there was no democratic Eunctienxng 1n the Dravide Kazhapgam Orgenisation,
with BVR'sc word being the law, Conscquently, ‘the'chalienge to his autos
cratic leadership came from a progreseive group (led by Annadureti) within
the ranks of mhagm\ttaelf, Annaduraf found that thig progressive grow
could not go along with his mentor, EVR, vwho waa‘ opposing eve:yt.h!_.ng that
vas teking place in the nauwly independent nation's pqls.ti,cns Amnadurel’s
main argument was that 1f the Indlen National Congress took six decades
to achieve independe;ice; the Muslim League under Mohaimed Al4 Jinnah took
only six years to pave the way ﬁor‘the croation of Pakistan, Further, he
felt in the same way the Dravida Kezhagam's cherished goal of Dravidanadu
could be achieved in the shortest possible time 1 £ only it wok active
interest in the countsy's ﬁoiiuca. These growing differences in the
organization of the party were fgnoved by EVR., Thic gpart, EVR decided
to marry Mant Ammal, who was forty years younger to him and this led to
the oplit 4n the ranks of the Kachagam, Annadural and his followers
condemned this "uneequal® narriage as incongruous to the "self-respect®
principles advocated by EVR hngelf, '//'me progressive wing led by
Annedural, upholding the principle of democratic organtzation, broke away
vith the Dravida Kachagom ond formed the Dravide Munnotra Kezhegam (DMK)
— the Dravidien Propressive Fedcration .. in 1949, Annadural characterised
the ‘DK and the DMK as the “two barrels of a double barrel gun"-.s Wheres .
the Dravida Kazhagen continues (cven to-day) as a protestant socio-religious
moveaent, §,¢,, “selfe-respect 'mvmt“. the DMK prow 4in stature as a

- wature political party and assiduously butlt up fts cadres from the

5. Ibigd,



gr&nﬁ roots level, And ew:.‘ since the BMK came into being, Annadural
entertained the fdes of entering into éctlva politics; vhich was hi therto

not possible ae ‘Mékar was firmly opposed to par,tii:‘ipation in elections,

The DMK £s occasionally described as 8 party of filn.gtars as it
‘hes attracted, spart from many reputeﬁ joum;%ﬁuts on: oon of letters,
fllo-producers and film-stars into its fold, Along tith Annadurst end
M. Karunanidhi, the present chief Minister of Tenil Nadu, the active
association of Kannpdasan, faous lyricists ond filmeotors, M.C. Imchahdrm.
Sivaji Genesan, 5.S. Rajendran ... with the party lends credence to this
view, Besides, ths IMK has another facet. The party is very popular
among the rural and urban middle classes, It apt;eAts to be on the
conservative side 4in 4its baeic‘ structures but the naturc of its leader-

6 Bowaver,

ship "ie modern in ite outlook and agnostic in its bcitefi*‘.
due credit might be given t» Amadursil for havirg admitly bridged the

chasn between these two antagponistic cross-currents within the party.

The DMK had all slong becn opposing the economic "domination® of
the Marwari comminity in the country, It has been championing the ceause
of the South Indian promoters and industrialists, such es Chettiars and
Naidus, who are bueinessmen pax gxcellence, They are, perhasps, conparible
~ to the Harwayis and Guiappti Baniyas of Forth India, Their participation
in the £ieldc of industry, trade and other modern enterprises has not only
made a significant contribution to the growth of fndustrialisation 1;1 the
etate, but also established Tomil Nadu firmly on the industrial mep of

the countty;

!

6. Hartman, H., Rolitical Parties n India, Meerut: HMeanskshi
Prakaghan, 1971, p. 173,



since the countey's First é:enaral K&éct&ona €1952) cape too soon
for the nascent party to prepare itself for active participation, the
DMK sought access to the political system outside tho democratic frame-
work through agit&tions on burning fecmuee like the impocition of Hindi,
1t soon attracted notion-wide attentfon by its milftant and separatist
activities, Bug, 'a;qnad‘qr‘ai promiged DMK'e oupport to those candidates
. iﬂ!n supported the programe of ﬂ\g DMK partﬁs | 'ﬁatiy ma-t:ér;gmsc _'
midatea ;msely iﬂd@eﬁdenta m’ﬁ 'ﬂn_se ﬁlony-ﬂg to the ‘fmtl Radu
Toilers Party and the OCommonweal Party e took aﬁv&mgg of the DMK's
sipport and were elected, Thio convineod Annaduzal and Me follovers
further atout the potentialities of the DMK as an altemative to the

Congress party in T_antl Nadu, -

i;i the Seﬁnnd Gencral Eleeﬁonc held in 1957, the DMK contested
for thé is._rsi time and won 15 seats in the Legislative Aspembly, In
addition, 1t won two lok Sabha sests and thus obteincd o token vepre-
gentation at the satioml level, Also, significantly, in this maiden
performance, 1t established 1¢sol€ as the second most powerful party in
Madras. 1Its main plenk was concorn for some baste ccommie issues of
the day and the plight 6£ the industrially deprived South, But, from
the moment the DMK entered into party politics, it hos been hard put to ¢ [5
evolve a positive f{deology of i1ts own save for an unsubstantiated alle-
gotion of awploitation of the South by the ibtth. ,

The results of the Third General Elections held in 1962, revealed
beyond doubt the energence of IMK as a formidable forco Vis-g-vis the
Congress in Madras state, 1t won fifty seats in the Legfslative Assesbly

) )

A



and seven seats to the Third Iok Sebha, It becems the strongest opposition
party «ver to chai&enge the formidable (ongtose government in Medras, The
DMK mani festo for the 1962 elections raflected, as in the First Ceneral
Elections of 1952, an $ncreased concern for the basic economic tssues, As
an electoral iscue, “the striving for and aciuev@ent of Dravidastan® was

conveniently dumped for the time being in favour of inflation, spiralling

prices prevalent in those days in Medras state; naturally, the fssues of

. .}:éesd-mé-bntter vere of imncdiate concern for every votor..

Though the ultimato goal of the party was the ai:,wnnent. of

Dravidenadu, the DMK altered 1¢s policy in 1963, vhen Parliement amended

Article 19 of the Gonstitution (ﬁm_nth Ammdment_)' mgking propaganda

| for cecession a legal offence, The bar_ty insorted a now clavse, replacing

| eovereignty and fntegrity of Indta and of the Indian (nstitution,

the earlier W tssuc altogethers which sets out the party's
objutﬁfe thus: to etﬁfe for the ﬁmﬁnn of & closor Dravida union of
the four a'euthem Iinguistic states of Andhm, Karnatakay Korala and Temil
Radu, with as large powers an ﬁoaaible, within the fromowork of the

7‘Ihe

_ party’s pmclatmed fdeology 16 coctaliom, /6\d it stood for pressiving

\X&\,

the Iaﬁguage and culture of the couthern )atam.v protecting the rights

and privileges of the States, muonaluatﬂon of banks and bus i‘:ranqwort.a

In ordair to' Eden its naaaobue. the DMK mombership was thrown open to

the Braheins for the first time end {n fact a few Brahmins have joined

the movement,

7. Cited in Tha Bindu, November 4, 1963,
8, DMK Election Manifesto, 1962, p. 13,




Kamaraj Nador, the then Chief Minister of Madeas, having realised
the tmplications of the DMK giiccasses at the hua&nga. froed himself to
devote full time for party work in his state, The particuler plan he
devised to draft all the senforemost leaders for whole-time party work,
vhich cane to be lnown as Kgoaral Plan, was teken up at the national
level in thev wake of the Chineso aggression £n 1962 and its resultant
repurcugsions for the survival of the Oongress party itself in the
country, He was promptly drafted for nauomi politics by Prime Mintster
Jawaharlal Mehru and the national leadership to cleanse the party from
within, Thie created a leadership veccum fn Madras as éhe MK hed 8
ﬂeld-;day whi l¢ Kamaraj waes busgy puiding the nation during fts tmubled
days following the irreparable loss the country suffored in the death of
both Jawaharial Rehru snd Lal Bahadur Shastef in quick succession,

At this crucial junctupe came the anti«Hindi apitation 4n 1965,
which gave ihe DMK the much-needed £uu§ to prepare i.tsntt' wall for the
!bu;-tia General Electfons on ﬁie emotive fssue of language, As the leading
partner of the antiengress alliance in Madras state, the DMK swept the
polls in the 1967 Cencral Elections, It won as many os 138 out of 234
scats in the Legiglative Agsembly and 25 seats in thé Lok Sabha, 1Its
stumning electoral successes cusprised everybody including the DMK chief,
annadursi, who had to leave the Rajya Sabha to bewne the first-ever DMK
Chief Minister of Tanil Nadu, Thus, the DMK scorved g great victory
defeating the ruling Oongress party and meking Tanil Hadu one of the
two states in India with a mon- Mdngrass goverment, With {ts victory,
the MK rode high on & tide of anti-Oongressiss, Tho reforms initiated
by the IMK directed toward the betterment of the masses in Teedl Nadu
tnclude:; |



1 Bfﬁom to eradicate begpary in the state}
 §4 Sqaply of rice at rupes & padt, (local unit of measurement);
"I11  Nationslization of Boad Transport throughout the state}

IV Appointment of a oomnittee headed by Dr, Rajsmannar, to
raview the Contre-State rvolations}

V  Establighment of State Planming Gomuniecion}

VI Introduction of free education upto Pre-University level;
-VIl Intwduction of 5_____53_ schene for peoplo’s grievances)
VII1 Reintroduction of Prohibition in the states

1X Zsppointment of non.Brahmin pricsts in the temples;

etc. s e;c._.

The death of Annadural, the father-figure of DK, in 1960, was a
great blow to the inteml whesion of tho party, The succession to his
mentlc was none too s;moth 8¢ the groups within the party lying dormant
till then came to the surfaces These groups were led by H: Karunanidhi,
V.R. Nedunchezhian and K.,A, Mathielagan respectively, vying with one
anothay for the u:n;:m.l'ana 1eaderahig of ﬂ;&_party, vlspart from thesq
three leaders, 'B;G. Ramachandran, the .mted' fllm-stay, ktnown more for
Me mnlﬁdeﬁea. w&eldea considerable influence both among the DMK
leadershi.p and the ﬂlm-xoving Tamil masses, Howdvm", Karunanidhi, who
pm\red to be more dexterous then Neduncheahian and Hath&alagnn. managed
to become the Chief Minister of ‘rmll Nadu with the help of M.G. Ramae
chandrm. énd theraafter he proceeded to strengthen his hold over the
party H exarchy by s sbieud leadefahtp. | /wﬂen the plit hi the National
Gngraees Party occurred in 1969, thn faction led by Mrs, Indive Gandhi
(then known as the Ruling Congress) becme a mlnodty fovemnent at the
Centre. m mxling Gongress depended very much on the active support of
all the 25 DMK MPs 40 the lok Sabha for ts survival and this sdtuation
vas asploiced to the fullest extent by the DMK under Karunanidhi's



stevardship, Its p_apuiarley gﬁ&léﬂ new heighte in ths Fifth General
‘Elections of 1971, The MK wes clever emough to advance the date of the
Asseubly elections to coincide with the Parlismentary eloctions, The IMK
successas were 90 astounding that 1t routoed the opposition by winning for
itsclf 183 seats out of 234 in the Assenbly., In this context, it may be
germane to quote Professor Hancon and Jenet touglast *Only in Temil Kadu
41d a roglomel party v(tha’ DNK) triumph in the Stato elections and then
"only by dint of an electoral arrangsment with Mrs, Gondhi, wheredy the
DMK was given o free vun for tho Acgembly geats in retuyn for an under-
taking not to contest Mra, Candhi's candidates in 10 of the Lok Sabha

9 Purthor, the DMK giiccosses of 1967 end 1971 geveral elections

seats®,
demonstrated beyond & shadow of doubt the ablliity of tto leaders to keop |
altve the reglonal consclousness of the Tamtl nesses. Also, it helped
them to meke caéitai out of the distontentoent of tho people balonging

to the Scheduled Castes and Bmkmzﬂ Clasose against tho Upper castes.

. The DMK ... before ond after it camo to power ... contested the
status accorded to Hindt, as the lingue-Indfcg of the patfon, On the
other hand, it advocated that the vepional languaga in each state
should be the offictal imsuagei for purpoges of communication, educas
tion and aduiniastration, Morcover, Hindd a8 one of the regional
languages, should be confined to thoge states whore it has been the
language of the masses. Accopxding to the DMK's language policy,
Binds should pog be mede compulesry in states where it has not been
£n vogue as well as apainst the interests, wiches and sentiments of
‘the people, Profescor Balaoundaram obgerves thatt "its entti.Hindi

9, Hanson, A.U,, gnd Douglas, J,, W Denus Vikas,
_ 1872, P 60,
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stend has matamed.the‘mx because it sppeals to tho genuine Hindt
phobia of the Tanils who arc interested in preserving thote cultursl
tdenttty".}° Fowever, some provistions of Part IVIL of the Gonstitution
relating to the language were abandoned by the Union Covornment 4in the
vake of the anti-Hindi riots in 1965, From then on, the fssue of Hindi
has. gradually died down and even lost considerable lavorage yis-g-vis
the growing anti-torth sentiments, But, the DK lost ro time in hazping
on . State }aueommy.‘ vhich comos very neaxr to & positive ideology for the
DMK in contrast to its previcus political isgues cnnsiating moinly of
negative ppmad.:es‘s nnre in &neonande wvith i.\ta evolution from the
Dravidien movement and its aeftarmsth, For q_utr-e/ gome time now, the DMK
has been voct forously demanding gteater autonomy to the constituent
states within the existing fodoral seteup., It is to tho credit of the
DME that it has bean flexible snough to adapt itself to the #eu environ-
ment., *“Thus", to quote Pw'fesaor Balasundaran agaein, “the DMX does not
lag behind any other party in mastetmg the art of political e:pedtenu

to survive in a mass demcmcy* nil

The DMK Pe.\rty‘s naln prop has been the poorer soctions of the
population; followed by the middle class . But, its leadership 1s
drawn mostly from the traders, snall businessmen and the urban profes-
: sioitah. The party, aftor ﬁo:mtng governmont in Tamil Nadu, Bu since
been pursuing a pro-capitalist and congervative policy with indugtrial
12

labour problems and agrarian tonsions, Thus, 4t provides yet amother

10. Balasundaram, S.HN., "DMK Secks a Positive Ideclogy", m
Iribung (Cauhatt), Decenber 23, 1974,

- 11, Idd,
12, Jayaraman, Rajs, "Some Theoretical vonsiderations in the Study
of Social Development in the Third torld", Soctolosia Ruralie,

Vol, XI1I: Kos, 374y 1973, p. 250.



ezample 0f a popular movement @ontrilling the refns of power and whose
promisec and porformance ave wvidely at vartence, fnd the DMK, ot for
. that: mattaf. the Ongress, are no exceptionsg m this sberrant posturing.
Though the 1971 pcli helpeﬂ the Chief Minister. Karunanidhi, to
atrengthen hts grtp over the party. machinezy. there comc immedistely
after these successes the runblings of a rlft in the DMK monolith when
the matinec-idol ané patty Tressurer, 4.6, Ramachandran, was suspended
from the party thvthe wahe of allegéd anti.party activities end as &
reaction to Ma enrlier _t’:'harges that the Chiof Ministor was corrupt and
dictatorial, The Neg Yogg Nuepg correspondent, Bernapd Ueinvaud, |
petﬁnps._ eptly des‘cﬁbeé cﬁe‘ acenaﬁ«t; vhen he said thats A eovie ster
and a script writer Are enpaped !.‘ﬁ a gomewhat zany foud here that

dominates the politics of tho key South Indien Statc of Tanil Radu®,!®

13. Wetnraub, Bemnrd. "Movig-Makers' Foud Dominates Pouucs in

South India”, w&% Septemder 20, 18974,



EMERGENCE OF ANNA DRAVIDA MUNNETRA KAZHAGAM

The split in the MK, which occurved in October 1972, has proved
| t _be the most exciting since the netion had witnessed the split of the
Congress Party in 1969, From g perty which is otherviss close to the
celluloid world, polittical acting may be vessonably cxpected but vhat
{s being witnessad for nsarly three years row is the reality of power
atruggle paekid with excitenent, emotion and finesse, Ever since the
DMK successfully displaced (ongress at the helm of affatirs tn the state
after thé Mourth General Elections, 1t has developed ceartain political
diseases normally assoctated with political power., It is generally
beligved that corruption has become synonymous with the IMK rule over
the yeara.. 1ts image widch was carefully bulle vp for nearly three
decades, hos beon tarmished by "those elements fn the party vho have
made money by unfeir mms“.x Also, 1t 18 felt that 1ts contacts with
the Tamil massos have constderasbly weskened., For fnstance, the students
.vho were responsible for DHK's gpectacular rise to power in the 1967

1. HNatfonsl Herald, October 12, 1972,
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General Blections are mo longer its passionate torchebearers, as bome
out by the results of the student's unfon eloctions in the various

colliepes ulf the state,

A vegards the 1960 oplit in the (bngress, it took place at
least partly because of the warring postures assuned by the party's
u;rgm\mﬁoml wing on the one hand end the Parliamontary leadership
on the other, led respectively by Nijalingeppa, the then Congress
?resiaent; and Mrs, Indive Candht, the Prive Minister, Later, the
split was sought to be used as an 1@1@@1 twol. In juxtsposition,
the DMK gplit cccurred mainly bamse of a claqh of pex’wnal/ltln.
though 4,6, Ramachandran contended that 4t was dbasically due to a clash
of princtples, He asserted that "it has been sald In goms quarters
that ‘the preseat rift in the DMK h &:e to gome personal animonities,
or in other words, clash of personalitios, This 1s uild inagination
and 1 emphatically deny 1t",2

After the 1971 Ceneral Elections, the Ruling Oongress ceased to
be & foree in Tawil Nedu. The only person outside tho ranks of the DMK
and the Ruling Gongress and wio is not only a 'grasc~ots’ leader but
enjoys great mass following is K. Km:aj Nedar, His mnst&nt presence
in Tamil Nadv and his ungaring criticien of the DMK adcdnistration on
the fssue of corruption, ha&e created wourable conditions for the
revival of Gongress (0). In the Tamil Nadu political setting,

Congress (0) ig not secen as the such wonged Syndicate's unit tut only
as a Kmmaraj-led Oongress Party, By the time the split &n DMK took

2. Romachandran, M.G., “DK: Before and After Split", peekly Round
Toble, 1344, December 3, 1972, p. 6.



pléee. Kemaral's party had alvendy cepturved 158 out of 164 college unions
(which the DMK once controlled) on the plank of rempant corruption in the
MK  govamment and its failure to pwﬂae jobs to the pwple.3

However, the formation of the Anna IMK in Oetober 1972 has
_seriously croded the popularity of Congress (0) as 1t could be witnessed
" from the fact that thé entire student community hgve thrown their lot
with M.C, Ramachandran, But, these developments wore soon followed by
the cliff.hanging series of political activity es were witnessed in Tamil
Nadu for quite some time, nancly, mass meotings, pupcessicm and hartals,
adjourment of LogSslative Assonbly, proyogation of btoth the Houses of
Legislgture, Peaker's pique and court rom-drasa on tuwo occniousg
removal of the q;eaker. defeeé&ena and re-dofections, Mus, sathiavantmthu'a
dienteesl from the DMK minfotry, enti-Malayalee stir and formation end
fall of the Anna DMKeled ainfstry in Pondfchoryy,

On the fateful day of October 11, 1972, the MK Troacurer, M.G,
Remachandren (popularly known as MCR), was suspended from the primary
-menmbetehip of the party., 26 out of 32 membors of ‘i-ha IMK's Exocutive
Guneil signed a memorvandum demsnding disciplinary action agsinst MGR
for his vehement criticism of the party leadarship, uith his suspension,
the DMK suffered fts first gplit since coming to power in 1967,

But, MGR was not simply & politician, btut a leading £ilmestar
and, thus, an idol of millions unifke hig evstwhile party compades in

3. gnrits Bevar Patyika, October 22, 1972,
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the DMK, His own contritution wns not insipnificant in the astounding
successes of the party: fivst in the 1967 General Elections and then in
the Fifth Ceneral Blections of 197%, |

The genesis of the spiit, according to Kuldip NWayer, & leading
political commentator, could be traced to M.C. Rguachandran's clatm,
reportadly preseed in March 1971, scon efter the mid-tewm poll, for a
berth in the State Cabinat, Karunanidhi, who became Chief Minister
for the second time, hedged on the ground that the rules of conduct
d1id mot allov a minister to combine a film caréer with en executive . LNW_
joﬁ.é - |

From then on, KG‘R t.ﬂed to strengthen his lold on ghe DMK party
with the help of his "Manrams® (MGR fan-clubs)., The other personal
reason for Karumnidhils 1rc apgainet MGR was the latter'.e populari ty
and mags-basc, The 'MGR Manysms' and the 'MGR Rasigar Manrams' claimed
& membership of three lakhe apninst the DMK's total penbership’ of 6
lakhs, The prevailing general feeling was that Karunanidhi seemed to
have become jealous of the populer filmegtar, Karunanidhi, thereforve,
tried to project hs son, MK, Muthu, ac an alternative before the
filn-loving party masses. It was allaped that attempts were made to
convert thousands of MGR Manrams into ‘Manrams' named Gfter Muthu, the
Chief Minister's son, and naturelly MGR, the aging £l lmestar, resented
these efforts. Thus, the tusslo had reached a point of no return, when
MGR rafised the sensitive faguc of corruption and deviation from Anna's
idealp, like prohibition,

4, Nayar, Kuldfp, "The Temil Nadu Drema®, W {Rew Delli),
December S. 1972,
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On October 8, 1972. at a public meoting orpanized to éelebrate
the birth annﬂ.varaaﬂ of the late Annadugal at Thi rukkalukundran, M.G.
Ramachandran :h-ed the first salvo against the | (14 estobualnent. He
lashed ou!: at the Karunanidhi adulnistration for the mrmpt image of
‘the party 4n the eyes of the general public, He demanded a party prode
gnto the ascsts of the DMK rank and file, miqistem; theliy nhtﬁves.
party functionaries from the village level upwards, ‘&emxdmg to one
" news-magazine, M.C, Remachendran was reported to have seid to the
cheers of a vest gathering that: “it is nocesscary that wve should |
dioprove opposition criticien of our party, There is ™ uge our
igroring corruption agaimt us, Bvétybodﬁ bes to p'ﬁopaxly ewplein how

’m»

he built bungalows end bank balances after e cate t power™,
demand, coming from a fronteranking party leader, had crcated a stir

in the party hieraxchy. Aftet this ltidden:. tammidhi vas walting
for an excuse to get rid of MGR from t:ho MK, Soon afteywards, MGR was
emcued for his "anﬁ-:-psﬂyf activites, the most irportent being his
tﬁunmce that the DMK leaders at all levels, and theiy relatives shoutd
disclose their asaets. Earlier, maitte'u came to a head at the Hmﬁrd

. District Gonference, as MCR be!ag' the party Treasuror nhnd’ inetsted that

| proper accounts be k@pt for the funds collocted es ho found a major
discrepancy bew;aen thg statements of Karunanidht end Muthu, Mayor of
Madurai, on the ausbj«nvzt:.'6 mrthet'. MGR throntened that he would go to
the people, 1f the party's Geneval Gouncil did not accept hig plea,

Thus, the talk of corruption boing respant oﬁong the IMK partysen along
with the demand of MGR hag decpened the suspicion, But, whet must have

S, Link, Octobor 15, 1972, p.24.
6. Heokiy Round Teble, op, cit.s p.7.



upset the IMK leadersiip was MCR's determination to move & resolution
on the subject at tha party’s General Gouncil meoting scheduled to be
held on Octobey 12. 1972, Bvidently, to forastell tﬁe move the party
‘lost no time in deciding on MGR's expulsion. This cxtremo step wes
rl:ak’en_at the instance and advice of $4,Pe, Aditansy, Minister for

‘Qoeoperatfon, and thaveupon KarunanidhM acted awiftly in this vespect.

Karunanidhi, vho 1s aleo Prectdent of the party, dofended the
nétion taken ’awicet Mé& on the gmmd that 1t wac neant to save *the
pa#t&'.. He, hovever, tegretteﬂ that 1t was peinfol ﬁr hin to have
teken this step againat one of hie closest associates of well over two
decades, I |

" naﬁ'a suspenafon had male thousands of his fans extremaly restive,
This was amply exhibited through state-wide demonstrations against
Karunanidhi, Pro-MGR gallics were held at maw places dncluding
Gimbatore, Trich, Erode, Hottwalayan, Tirunelvell, Madugal, Vellore,
Cudtyattam and Madras. HCR's supporters at verious places including
Bangalove, which has a d.ga'bieya‘amuw;peahwg population, demongtrated
with black flags shouting elopans agsinst Kerunanidhi, At some places
the processionists even burnt the offigy of Karunanidhi, fbt quite Qome
time, growing tension and violent demonstrations protesting ageinst MCR's
expulsion continied 4n all parts of the stagte, Dy then, it was obvious
that Kamnanidhi and the MK High Gommand had made @ major miscalculations
the_y least expected the stom that broke out, Though the stabddlfty of
~ the DMK government was not affected, there was no doubt that the DMK as
8 party vould rot be the samg agein,
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MCR on his part exhorted his follovers and the DMK workers to
aupport h&m in the ‘relentloss “battle® in tha causo of ﬁghteonmu and
saving tbe party from dlctawrshﬂ.p.’ Barlior, he had expressed his
heppiness over the spontancous support of the people agatnst the strong-
arn methods of the MK leadeyship, whtch bod _iudged and- corvicted him
wlthoué even piving him a chanco to plead his case, Ho catd the issues
vhich he had raleed were very much alive, Further, bo sppealed to bis
supporters mot to be carried away by the propagande unleached against

‘him, that he 16 & Halayalee and an eneny of the Yanil people.

| Kamaraj who has been very cti!‘:u;ai of the DMK administration ever
since 4t come to power, Saw in the emergence of M.G, Rachm. e
eeﬂous rival o hie pcvpuiari_ty. In fact, Kamaray has buﬂt up an
astounding masesbase solely on the plank of criticizing the MK for its
maladmini ptration, Viewed objectively, the crisis in the DMK ranks has,
in fact, been & testing gwund for the Gingress strategy ftself in Teil
Nadu politics, Ksmara] made his intentions very clear when he described
the split in the IMK a8 "a& stunt or dvama”, Further, he was avare that
MCR was defonding the DMK all tho tige and he could not become suddenly
virtuous, Era'Saﬁiyun. leader of the DMK group in tho lok s;ﬁha. while
comnenting on the charges of corzuption 4n the INK levelled by MGR, said:
- *Regarding the charges of corruption, Ramachandran has unwittingly roused
the 1re of Kamstaj, who claing that he has been tho chwsen one all along
to ewpose the corrupt reglme of the DMK, Evidently, Kesaraj does not
vant the thunder stolen £rom hin by an upstart™.® 0n the otber hand,

7. The Hindu, October 12, 1972,
8. Sezhiyen, Bra, "DMK: Defore and After plitey, {@%glg Round Table,
xslsé, December 3, 1972, p.b. '



Rajaji, the elder statesman, cpplauded MGR and his efforts to topple
the cormpt DIK ofndstry, The CPI was also very criticel of the DIK's
oisrule, joined WS wl.th MGR 4n ‘his campaipn opsinst Karunanidhi'e
sinistry, The CPI stalwart, Beladhandayutham, described the crists in
‘the DMK as a consequence of the "dead veight of corruption in the
pam“.»g . According to Baladhandsyutham, the contradiction between the»
section which had benefitted most after the sdvent of the DMK and the
section which dtd not benefit could mot have; been avoided at all, Also,
* the CPI supported MCR's campaign egainst rampent corruption in the DMK,
But, to &ny nonepartisan obscrver, it was something more then that.
Perhaps, the crisis iq the DMK was indicative of a decpor povwer qt:ugglc
within t_he party itself which a}x of a sudden surfaced, Aand MGR was
credited vith providing move aﬁim&ﬂaa to the raﬁll oasses with his
(uéeent from the DMK polities,

At the time of the split it was gomerally felt that MGR had two
clear advantages over his rivals, ¥iz,, (1) be challonged the DMK lesder-
ship on the delicate and emotive Lssue of corruption, and (15) he filled
the leadership vecuum in the ogpmitl’n# carp created by the abdi catton
of the (ongross in DiR's favour in 1971 mid-tem elections, Added o
thess, one fomediate outcome o;:' the MK aplit was the erormous credence
lent to the widely-held belfof of the DMK being corsupt from top to
totton, ﬁm:eve: might be the explanation from the MK leadership, the
fact remains that tha suspension of M,C, lu;chndm fron the primacry
nembarship of the party was the logicel reaction to hie persistent demand
for e probe into the fabulous private acquisitions of ths party

9. Bsladhandayuthan, k;g "Tho Rlee and Fall of DMK® ' afe
Review, 1I:4, June-1973, pp. 17-24, \ » Indian lalt
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functionaries, Moreover, comiing es Lt does from & high functionary 1fke

the Tressurer, MGR;, who could have never been goen avny fzaas_t_he party
tteelf and vho wes alep the principal architect of the party'e run-away
- victory 4a the 1967 and 1971 elactfons and “"the excrelse at shrugging
ehoulders and parading indifference to cormption charges could mot be
conttmedn,
The IMK executive éhaéh met on October 12, 1972, at Hadras,

vieved the unexpectedly flerco public reackion to MGR's cuspension with
| gi‘a&t mneaz‘.n.' Afaar‘-takiag stock of the situntfon, the éapécutim' fully
backed the decisfon of the losdership and yesolved that further action
wuld not be constdered if MCR expressed vegret for his public uttersnces,
Thereupon, a pesce feeler was sent to MGR to that cffoct, FHowever, the
‘offer was rejected by MOR when he esserted thst 4t g they who should
express regret and not me", Meanwhile, Rapivar B.V. Bamaswany Nalcker,
Krichnon Mamoharan, Membar of Parliament, end ﬁ;mr loader of the DMK
groip in the Lok Sabha, and Mrs, Sathiavenimuthu, State Harijan welfare
Minister, eamestly trted t bring about a repprochement but &n vain, i1
Cradually, violence spread throughout the state es o rvesult of the
political stalemate. |

' In the meanwhile, MCR edded & now dimension to bis campeign by
calling for a Judicial probe into the ssests of senior partymen and
their relatives ... whom he charged carlier with corruption and nepotism,
Faced with this unexpected success of MGR in mobiliztng the masses
against the Xsrunanidhi mindetry, the Cenaral Cowmcil, which ts the

10. Link, October 13, 1972, p.2s, VOAUILUNGUN7 4 AN
. 3o Bindy, October 13, 1972, DVED BS T o \,E
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poiicy-mkins body of the DMK, met on October 13 and 14 and ratified the
action .mken by the DMK High (bmnd againat MGR, Endoroing the action
of the Central Executive, ﬁ also zresolved not to meke any more peace
overtures to him, All the 277 of the SI0 members, who attended the
meeting supported the resolution, MCR stated thet ho was mot at all
sumprised at the Guncili's decision, He commanted thet 1£ the party
leadership was sincere, it chould have 1mvited him & the Executive
meating to hear his views before taking the diseip linary action against
him, Further, it was generally interpreted as an mﬁgunun slaming
of doors on reconciliation, although Karunanidhi satd that the *doors
always sm open', Reaetiu;g'to the Chiof mniatoz_'a statement, MGR
obgerved thet he was amtised by the remark of Karunanidhi that the ‘doors
were still o_ﬁen for a conpmmiee because the late Amadural had repeatedly
used to stress to his partymen that the DMK had *no door’ and 4t was an
‘open house' to all thoge wb bolieved in the paztyv‘a idoals, Further,
MGR muuted ‘that there was o question of hMe ewrossing i‘cgtet as

~ he had not done anything wong, He pralsod the pevple for their spon-
tancous Bl.ppott to his ‘oporation cla&siug‘ » vhich had assumed the

proportions of a mass movenent,

On Ocmﬁer 16, 1972, ¥.G. Remachendran slong with his follovers
announced the formatfon of a4 now party .. the Amns Dravide Munnetra
Kashapes « at g press conference, at Alandur, a suﬁurb of Medras city.
With the formal enmouncement of the Anna MK, the gplit in the IMK ‘was
both formal and complete, ‘the new party’s flag was tho seme 'red and
black! as that of the IMK along with a figure of C.U. Anngdural in



the Centrs, The figuve is the mark of distinction of the new parwiu
flag: TFurther, MGR exp lained that his party wvill steadfastly implement
Annadurat s ﬁonhﬁ.és' and 9»3‘#@5 inc!uding that of pmb&’bﬂiioa." ™
quote Mék.’ "Anna DMK was founded by me with a viev to proserving, propas
gating our late boloved; lamanted Anna's programmes, 1 om convinced
the present DMK hes deviated from the matn pbilosophy of Mna, and what
15 move, utthtn a short span of £onr yeam. Anna i& pathotically for-
gotten®, 13- while addresatog a press mnferenea. MCR almo remarked that
the DMK had beeome *Rarunantdhi’s patty‘, and 'deviated £rom the path of
late Amnaduret, "In our party thave would bs mo domination by eny indi-
vidual, Within the party diccussions would be encouraged, and digsent
wi11 never be frouned upon and treated as plain treachory es it 1s
happentng mov in the mx."ia Ho called upon his supporters to reorgsnize
the party from the "grass-woots” level oo that the party apparatus can be
properly cleaned from bottom upwards, He proposed thot the party would
be organized at 41 fferent levols such as, f£irstly at tho taluka, ncondly
at the digtrict end ﬁvnany at the top level, MGR cxhorted bis followers
that: "oy teke up the tack pf organiging the party and I will undertske
the task of meeting people and of expladning vy misscion of cleanding up
- the Qigem stables of the party". 14 Sinco the formation of the Anna DMK,
. & sizsble éptnﬁan in the DK suitched its loyalty to the new party and
ite menbayship incroased with each éuains_ dey. Tha immediate veaction
of the Chief Minister on the formation of Anna DMK was that MCR “has
achieved what ha wanted and planned to 2,13 uhereas the late Rajaji,

12, Weskly Round Table, Op, cif,, p.6.
13, Joung Indjan, Octoder 26, 1972, p.13.
1“. mg Ocﬂﬂ!e!' 22' 1972;’ o 0 16&

15. IThe Hindu, October 19, 1972,
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the veteran statesman, deﬂla‘M’tha:_ DMK under Karunanddbi had deviated
fron the principles lald dovn by Amadurat,’® According to bin (Reyalt),
'MGR, the foundsr-leadsr of the new Anna DK, hos beon the truer inherltor
of anna'e politieal legacy, .4, Krishnasvent, MP (Rajys Sabba), brother
#::_ Tamil Nadu spegkét. K.A, Mathdalagan, became the socond casuality of
the DMK when he was algo ewpelled for violation of porty discipline and
'ant;<-ppfiy‘ activities, Howaver, MGR p'mg:t!y made Mo the State
Orgeniser of Ams IMK. Themnoggn, the datly edited by Keiehnasvani, ves
made the mutb:pteée of Anna MK, v Thus the process of cmergence of
DMK from DK and from then on DMK to ADMK was completa with the birth of
the now party, |
!E“E!ﬂ, |

The split in the ‘utat rarks was anything but ideolopfcal becanse
the ptogrme and policics of the breskeawny parcji ere in w vay
different from those of the DMK, TFor :&nbtanca. thos basic goals: are
almost identical: (1) more povers to the states and tho need for transfer
of "gesiduary powers" to the stateé. and (1) demend for the rvegional
language to be the officlal longuage in the states and contimuance of
Englieh as the 'link? langbape of the country, It s evi;nent fron the
‘Anna DMX Manifesto' veleased on September 30, 1973, that the one

important issue which the new ﬁatty pledgee to implenent in the event
of forming a govomment was total prohibition 4n the state,

16, Mginstyesm, November 4, 1972, pp. 14 and 35,
17, Jhe Iimes of India, (Bew Delhi), October 17, 1972,



The rast of the socio-economic principles and objectives that
the Anna IMK stands for, togrmed oollectively as Annaies by M.C. Ramae
chandrean; include, gsang othor things, cefiling on urbau income, alinmi-

nation of intermediaries in land ownership, nationalization of more
| banks and more effective ilwianenuthn of tha soctel poals of bank
nationalization, natfonslization of heavy industry, tdkeeover of the
means of pmductim end diatximuan of essential comodities, demonos
tizction of imnémkmpee mtee m elininato hlack mney ste, Aleo,
tha atudeats are pmmsed job Oppettuni.tios after mmplatibn of their

studies or in the absence of jobs eome km& of “puarantee for a iiving'.

Horenver, .t.'ha Anna IMRX Manifesto acks for a constitutional ’
anendment to srani the power to th’;a elactorate to pocall the elected
representatives vho have lost popular confidence or have swotved from
thefr duties. 1In the event of the Anna MK baing voted o power, the
partyts chief -MGtef would have to seek an annual vote of mnztdenée
from the party'e General Guncil, These policies sound definitely "fare

veoching, if not sensational in the content of the powwvasnive political
. 8 _

pemigsivaness®,

The General Gourcil, consisting of 528 cenbars, 18 the highest
policy-naking tody of the Anna IMK party, It met in Modras on January
4 and 5, 1974, and adopted tho Rulce Codo ond gave the party en orpanie
gation, The General Ghuncil vrenimously elected 11,0, Bsnachandran as

18, mnotad ima uy article on the MK Plit). Sastry, K. i?.nnasvny

“a Chronicle of the DK SpMt", Economic and Politicel Veekly,
18213; Harch 30; 19763 PP» 527"3!@ ‘
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fts first General Secretary, the topemost functfonary of the Anna DHK.

In his thm; Ramachendrsn, the General Secrctary, tominated 15 Secretaries
to be in charge of varfous aspects of the orpanization, He aleo nomd-
nated a 28«member Contral Exccutive including four vomen, Next in the

| hierarchy comes the Aesistant General Secretary, end K. Manoharan, Meaber
of Parlisnent (Lok Sebha), tlo has besn nominated for this cruciel post.
femachandren aleo nominated sccretaries for the folloving wings such ass
Organization, Propaganda, Lavw and Huslim fnterests, lalour Agriculture,
Lebour wémiers. Trade Uniong, ﬁbm"a Wing, Students' Wng, Arts and
Culture, Y&u&h u;ng. -ﬁeadquatters. Rlections and party olections etc.
These Secretaries, each in charps of a specific activity, will consti.’
tute the active fmplimenting agenéy. Moreover, -1£ is mpparent that MGR
had ikiufully delegated wtﬁog&tys as a genuine offort at building up

a democratic o-rgmazation@” I\t must be roted, however, that organizae
tional clections have not yet baen held zince ths party's &mgupm

On fovember 4, 1972, M.G, Ramachandran aﬁd H. Kalyanasundaras,
a CML Mombey of Parifament, mot K,K. Shah, the Stats Governor, separately
to present the petitions containing a list of 'Secific charges® sgainst
the DMK Ministry to be foruerded directly to the Presfident of India, But,
the Govermr informed them that he culd forvard their petitions to the
President only after 'verifying the facts' from the State GCovermuent as
the coustttul;tonhl procedure tequiud ha to do 00, BOwever comwincing
sfght be the stand of the Govermor on this issuo, MCR and Kalyanssundaram

19. Jhe Stategman (New Delld), Jemary 7, 1974,

f
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decided o ﬁresant the petitions di‘téctiy to the ?:esideﬁt of Indla,

It was gemerally folt that the ground on which the Governor refused to
forword the memorande to the Pyesident was porfectly :‘bt%so‘nable. on
Noverber 6, 1972, they handed over their raspective potitions to President
V.V. Ciri, while Remschandron lested 32 spectfic ﬂ;arggé of corrption,
nepotism and favourition and ctuge of power, Kolysnasundarem listed 20
chargas on similae offoncas against_the MK sdndnisteation, Also, they |
u:ged‘ the President to &ppps.zzi & cormisston of inquivy tb po into the .
charges of corruption against the members of the entive MK Cabinet,

Pirther, on November 19, 1972, K.A, Krishnaswani ond K, Maroharan,
' tnth Amna ITMK nembéga of fatuamenti met the President and tﬁa Prime
Mintster and urged them to sot up an inquiry commission to go dnto the
chaygas on the basie of the mamoranda prugented to the Prosident carlfer.
Thereupon, the Gontre prozptly forwarded the'mﬁéranda to the chief
Miaistér ﬁof bie mhenté. after poing ‘!_:htough the charges lavelled’
apsingt hm, Karunanidhi remarked that the two pe:t.uio'ns ‘did not contain
gnythtng nao". The CF1 leader, Kai?énasnndatm. reacted sharply to the
Chief Minister's remark and said that the Centre had forwvarded the peti-
tions to the Chief Minigtor as a matter of 'woutine, and he hed given the
impression of ignoring these charges, He comserited that "Rarunani dhd
should not have hesitated to face a commfasfon of inquiry, {f the charges

wers ot serfous omngh".m

On December 14, 1972, Kammanidhi gent his comments running to
240 pages on the memoranda of charges presented to the President, fa

A X mvm&r 199 1972.



emphatically denied all the aﬁegatiém and dubbed them as “extremely
frivolous, vexatious and galac®,*! Moreover, he ralsed s fundemental
constitutional guestion that a 'State Cablact is mot accountable o the
Unfon Government',?? Further, he digputed the Centro's suthority to
eppoint a conmissdon of inquiry egeinst the State Chlof Ministers, His
argument was that the Indian Gnstitution was pof unitary in nature bug
federal and the aésence of fedoral structurc was that the conatituent
‘ s-iétec wore sudordinates to- thg Cantral government, cach State b‘em’g‘
" autonomoug within certsin iimlt&é sphere, Moreover, cach Stats had &
. parlimentary sjsteu of governmont and the cabinet was collectively
responsible to the leglslattve Assembly, He further contended that
.tlim wag oo mnst&tﬁuonal provision méking the State Cabinet account-
able to the Undon @vémut,_ and ae such suiwarsive of the entize scheme
| of our mnsnﬁtmn and the ayotem of vespongible goverment, 1if a State
~winistry wao ‘sought to be a;bjégnaﬁ to a commiasion of 4nquiry constie
tuted by the Unfon government., " Thus, he mado it clear that the State
. ‘Gahmet could ot be mﬁjwﬁa& wa @misﬂion of inquiry os demanded
- by the Anna DMK gnd the CFL.

By and large, all the natfonal daflies and othor leading journals
assorted that the Centre had the necessary right to enquire into the
chazges of corrvption, Mowewer, most of t!x-e Opposition Members of
Perliament were inclined to agree with the views held by Rarunanddhi,
Generally, they felt that it wouid mot be healthy for the functioning

of democracy 1£ ths Union government verc to act on the basis of

21, The Times of Indte (New Delhi), December 15, 1972,
22, Ipd, |



cb@laiﬁté and in that case government would be iwalm\nr’aﬁhoa But

on ‘the other hand, some (onpress MPs were of the view that the tone of reply
to the Prime Minister was challenging in natuve, They felt that Karunae
nidht vanted to assert that them were opeciﬂc sphems of !mct&otdng

& for both the States end the Centre and vhat be sald was & vefteration

of his demand for the States_ to have o largor meaaum of -wmmuy.z&

~ Howewer, while reacting to Korunmnidhi'c comucnts, MCR noted that the

 Centre did have the pover to cot up a comission of inquizy to probe

vaam cha:ges agatnst the sr:m:e ms.niatﬁam According o hid. l:hi Central
gsvefment, &mﬁ on tlm haaia of aupport fmm elected x-epramtativel
" of the people ‘£vor aii over the mnnt;?, had the tasyansibzuty of
-énsnring the wmmm of the people ltving &n difﬁ‘emt paets, He
wondeyed why & cebinet at the Contre could be there 4f it had o right
to punigh & state government when it became corrupt and nnmcfacié and
the poople experience sufferings, ote, He sdded thot 1€ the State
govaniment ;masticﬂed the authority of the Central gpverment, why
chould the DMK government often seck the help of Central Resewe Police
to meet any law and order problem, >

Thereupon, tffé Anna DR gnd the CPL leaders sulmitred a 200 V:pagc
rejoinder to 'th'e Prine ﬁiﬁt-ster end thereby enswared Karunanidhi's reply
26

to the charges mede aghinst him ond his ministry,“° The Primoe Minister

had again réﬁemﬁ the matter to Karuneaidht ﬂor Mo omrents on the

Mmm (New Delhi), December 16. 1972,
24» vad, -
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imlmuiy memorandum, She tede 1t cleay that oniy after serotinizing
ths Chief nm:m:‘a_ replys the question of gppointing on inquiry comaission
wuld be constdersd, ’am Mwes Mindha, Unfon Mintoter of State for Pome
Affeire, informed the lok Satha on Apﬁi 19, 1974, that the Centre had
roceived the final comnents of the Tamil Nadu Chief Hinigter on the alle~
gations made against him by tho Anna DMK leadew, MG, mchmdrm. and

the CP1 loader, ‘K. Kalysnesundaren, and the ‘mattey vos being processed

7

funhei.f';g But, so far as the onstitutionsl positicn is concemed,

the Union govermnent has the pover to owder a pwbe inio charges ageinst

any erring stata odrdstey,

- HCR aﬂ.@é that the B @?eﬁeﬂt tndulged in acts of lavless-
nass, police vepression and violence on imocent poople who supported
Ms party, To quote him, "Tanil Nadu suffors £rom the tyranny of dictas
torship, In s Polfco Raj, Anng DK workers are arrested and 1ll-treated
in fafl, The erstwhile leader of the IMK party in Parliament, K. Mano-
haran, was manhandled at Madras girport} étuden:a arc being chased and
beaten, Ministers canmot move out“ vithout heavy police bandobust....The
Chief Mi.nut_ar: of Tamil Hedu sufﬁet‘a from frustration, He depends on
polfce rather than the peopleo....The people ara fuxiouo they want a
definite change in the political seteupi thay Mt a chonge of adminis.
tration. In o short s time, Mr, Karumnidhi has proved the dictus
that power orrupts, and abwlute pover corrupts abelutely,*™ Do
protest sggatnst the police reprossion, he led a mammth procession to

27, Tho Hindy, spril 18, 1976,
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Raj heven on November 10, 1972, The sole alm of the procossion was to
empress people's asbny to the Covermor., The proeession was peaceful
atﬁ oxderly a:_us it was a miphty demonstyation of the puoople's support

" to the Anna DMK and {ts twin donmands, namely, (1) the msimuon of
the miniotry, and (11) ‘vaemng up of a oomission of inquiry ¢ @ into
the charges agsinst Ksrunenidhi minfstry, It was genorally felt at
that time that the rally led by Anna DMK mede come impact on the masses, 2
While commenting upon the z‘e‘ﬁy} Karunanidhi sald that it was *a victory
for the Comunist Party', thercby deriding the success to the Anna DMK,
In the weantinme, the Gongress mgh onmand which met at Hew Delhi on
Fovember 12, 1972, decided that it should mot tmwwolve itself in the

sl tuation created by the split in the IMK as 1t was "puroly en Snternal

30 Howgvers the High Command was of the opinion that the Centre

matter”,
should look into the charpes of orrwption levelled by MGR apainst the

DMK minfstry and act in accordance vith the provisgtons of the Constitution,

Tanil Nadu obsetved a near total Hortal on lovember 15, 1972, in
response to & call pgiven by tha Anmna DMK and CPI leadership 4n the State,
The Hartal was called to demonstrete tha "p;pnlar 111l.wili®" apeinst the
DMK minigtry, to protest against lawlesoness and to back up. the demand
for a judicial inquiry into the corruption charges sgainst the State
minfstry., Ageln, the Chief Minister, Karunsnidhi, while commenting upon ’
the bundh, cleimed that the Hartal was no indicstion §£ people's‘ attitude
towards the DMK rule, prabar. frpartial observers doscribed the Harctal

29, The Hinduatan Times, Movember 14, 1972,
30. Iha Hindu, fovenber 13, 1972.
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as "most complete amm ia the State®, s It wuld be intorpreted as
yet amtbar tnstance of peaplé‘ﬂ support to MeR's movenent egainst the
DMK rule.

The anns DMK and the CPL orpenfzed a woters® ﬁﬂy“ throughout
Tamil Hadu on November 26, 1972, As plamned earlier, metorsnda were
siboitted to the DMK MLAs goquosting them:to vithdpss support to the
sinistiy, Howaver, there were conflicting reports atout its success,
Atout 500 pa'iaons sarched to the -Copalapuran vesidence of the Chief:
 Minister to present the memorandun to him, Four leaders from among
the demonstrators were allovod to sce Karunanidhd who roceived the
memo randum imramatly. ' ﬁe commented in hig usual ininiteble style that:
“#1 polled over 63,000 votes n the 1971 eloctions, But the processfon
consisted of only 500 persons....And 1 don't know how many of tho"pm-

cessionists vere from my constituency®, 2

Mes, Sathiavanimuthu, the

State Hartjan Welfare Minister, oleo accepted the memorandum personally.
At & feu other places, the fanily membrs of the M.As received the
memoxandum and in all the rest of the cascs the meorandum was pasted
on the doors of houses belonging to the DMK MLAs, The Anna DMK and the
c¥l, tﬁe parties vho heve organised the "voters' zally® clalmed that
the event was ‘a “uig a.nceeés" thmughout: the SI:.ate and cluiacutlud it
as the tbﬂ:d phage of the struggle agatnit Rarunanidhl ministyy's

conumnncc in aﬁfica.”

1. The Hindy, ovember 16, 1972._ |
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The Tanil Nadu Govermor, K.K. Sheh, protogued the sessfon of both

the Houses of Legislature with offect from the foremon of l‘i&veﬂber 14,
1972, t111 December '-5; 1#‘572,: as & sequel o the extraomiinary ruling end
drematic adjournment of the Assembly by tho Spesker, K.A, Mathialegsn.
Kﬁuér. the Qpéaﬁér took the whole House by suibﬁsa by addi'aésing the
Chief Mintster, Keiunanidhi, as en ‘old friend’ and advicing him to -
secure a fresh mendate from the pecple, The Chief maisteé rejocted
tbe auggesunn and u&a i:imt be would g to the polls only when the term

f the pramt Aaaem’bly axvptteﬂ in 1976 and not earlier. The order of
adjourmeﬂt followed, although the Spetker had doclared earlier that he
would allov discugsion of a mo-confidence mtion for ths romoval of the
ﬁ;eaﬁet on the ﬁihﬂﬂg'day.‘ "Buty as & vasult of the provopation, the
motion for the removal of the Speaker ‘iwaed ond a £rosh notice would
have to be given to ratae tha iscue agatn‘%‘ fowwor extraopdinary the
situatfon might have been {n the state, in the weke of the splie tn DK,
the stand taken by the Specker cle&ly sppeared doth icproper and
unjustified, 7The (hief Mintoter's hold over the Assonbly was decisively
clear as 178 memberes of the ruling coalition wers milddly with ina.”
The Chief Minigter in a statoment sppeasled to Mathislopon to accept in
true democratic spirit the supgestion mads by an wemlntns nijoruy
of the MLAS to restgn from tho mpeskership., These MLAC cherged Mathiae
‘lagan with conducting the p‘node‘dingn in an undewceratic and partisan

menner, Mathialagan rejected the demand and espresscd that elthough he

34, The Hindy, Fovember 15, 1972,
35. Ihe Hindugton Times, fbvember 15, 1972,



hed enrlier anmounced that the motion for ths removel of the Spi&at
would be teken up on Novembor 14, he !elt. that the “"extrsordinazy
af tustion™ in Yamil Madu following the glit in the IMK called for an

“axtraordinayy solution® to recolve the erisis,

The usual solution to & tomporery deadlock in the Bouse would

be a brief adjourment for tempers to ol down, Inctead, Mathialagen's
actfon vevealed his partisen loyelty to the Amna m& when he observed
| chét “fe 15 not mrmgh for a chief Mintster to énjoy the sﬁpﬁort of MLAs
éloﬁe“.ze | |

~ In the meantime, the Madras High Gourt had adnitted three writ
potitions filed by Mathialapan, MOR and Thangswant (of the CPI) challen-
glag the action of the State Covesnor in promguing the gdession of the
Legisiature, In yet amthey dramatic move on Novenbor 28, the Govermor
sunmoned the Temil Nadu Legislature on December 2, 1972, - 4ll the
nembers were telegraphicaliy informed of the Govertogts notification,
The Madras High Gurt mode 1€ clear (on December 1, 1972) that the
business of the Tanil Nedu Legtslature need not be stopped bscause of
_ the pendency of the writ petitions filed againat ths prorogation of the
hg“um‘v:e by the Goverhor 'earnar.” The Chief Justice obesrved that
if the Gurt held at a leter date thit the prorogation vas 1mwalid,
then the pmcao&ngé of the ouse would sutomatically become void,
Howaovey, on Dgcember 11, 1972, a fullebench of the Madras High Gurt

36, Ihe Statasman (New Delbi), November 17, 1972,
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upheld the Covermor's action'i.n pmmguim the Stato Assembly through

his order of November 14. 1972, The (huxt ﬁurthar upheld the Memr‘n

| aetzon as being guided by the Guncil af Hintatm.as

The Tamil Nadu Aeowbl'y session which met on 'ﬂecmbet 2, 1972,
was unptecedante& in the history of State beyalawm in Indte, Pande-
monfun prevatled vhen the Houso had two prsstding officorn «—-thc
Specker and the Beput_y Spegker wmnductlng paralliol procesdings simul-
tanéauaiy in _the seme ch#mbés for nearly one andearhalf hours, It all
started when tﬁe Speaker, ﬁaﬁﬁalagan, took up the no-confidence motion
tablgﬂ by the Anna wk ageinst the mx oiniptey, Itoediately, .Vnum;am,
a' MK membeoy, inteméed ma vead 'o‘ut'a revolution which was supported
by 184 Members of the Assenbly md asked for the xemoval of the Speaker,
amidet shoutse and counter shouts, V.R. Muncheébmng Edécatton Minister
mid the MK floor leader, demanded t‘hat} vhen anch & otion was being
diseusged the Spesker o'_u'ght to step down, Mathialagpen rafused to eﬁnply
with the nn: leader's rémmst and iqld the HBouss that the no-confidence
motion ageinst the m mément for which votice wos given by ThongSmani
¢CPL) and other oppoas.tion 1eadsrs; wotsild have precedence over the mx
_umtug&on. ﬁ;r the %egkgr‘a mmvd. ©On the othar hand, the House
resolved that the Deputy Spcaker should preside and conduct the proceed-
ings of the .Bouee. tharu_pon, P, Seeenivasan, the Deputy Speaka;'. moved
élogc to :h.'spmer'o‘hgme and kgsa conducting the proceedings amidst
p:_:ogegts !.'rom thq_Anna DMK, the CPI, the Congress (0) and the Congress
menbers, The resolutfon moved eaguer by Veerasuani (of the DMK) calling

38, The Times of lodia (New Delhi), December 12, 1972,
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for the removal of the Speaker was supported by all tho DMK menbers and
1ts allfes present in the Fouge, which Sreenivasan, the Deputy Spesker,
deelated as carried, : Hhiie all this was in progress; Hsthialagsn was

in occupation of the Q:eekﬁt'e chair. Burther, in 'ﬂ.ne”oﬁnfuuon that
followed, the Speaker's bell was snatched away and mikes os the opposi-
tion members wete Mi:ched off. ﬂenbets' from both thp sides ennumad
Spaaking for more than hundred mtnutca. then the time zpptuached for
tha adjoumuent cf the chse; Hathlalagan ordered tha!: the apeechea nade
by thoee wnbeea whom he a4 not call :mn to addresa the House bo
egmnged. And in uttes dt sgust, the Speaker (Mathialapen) anmumd
tite iﬂjoumant of the House end left at 2 p.nm. end the cntirve opposi-
tion followed cutlt, Thereafter, the Doputy Spedter cccupled the chalr
vacated by the spesker and ¢onducted the §zbceedings for half-anahoue
move, But, before edjourning the Housc, the Deputy a)eéaér accepted 8
resolution moved by ‘ﬁednm:h@iﬂ'aﬁ. the MK floor losder, thereby mwti-
fying the manml of the Speoker and a@omrtng tha Doputy Speaker to |

pmsida over the ;:meeeaings.

Later, it was agsinst hta removal ag Jeaker that Mathislagan
filed & writ of Mandamug in Madras Mgh Gourt on Decomber S, 1972,
praying that the Deputy Speskor, the Chief n;ninet, tho Leader of the
House and the Secretawy of the Legislative Assenmbly stould be restrained
£ron interfering with his vight to continua to function as Spesker,
Admitting the writ petition, the Madras Bigh Ohurt dimcied issue of
notices to the respondents, tetumbla in a fortnight's tice, Bowavcr;
fhe Deputy Spesker, who was onc of the respondents, declared in the
Assenbly that he did mot propose to be subjected to the authority of
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any Ourt in perﬁa'manée of hia‘ﬁxmtionsa Uy, Justico Ramprassda Reo, .
who heard the peamn; granted on interim injunctfon rostraining the
mepﬁata auttorities from disturbing the Speeker' o tegidence and
other ancrities provided to hin, -

On Februaty 27, 1?734 a iuilé'-bench of the Madras High Gurt dig-
mlesed the writ petit.ié‘n‘ﬂled'by Mathialagan, challonging his temoval
ag tha Spenker of the Terdi Wadu lepislative Acscmbly, Yhe Gourt held
that 1t was boyond the purvicw of the Gourt under the Constitution,
1t furthor observed that the two aci:s of tho Assenbly, vig,, (1) teking
up the motion for the Speaker'e romovali and (11) euthorising the Deputy
Speaker to conduct ite business, were not "illegal® or “unconstitutional
end tha House hed the pover 1o deal vith and decide upon them, The
amrt declared that X*Ia.tmaisgan’s atterpt to cung on to the chalr when
a resu!ution wos round the twwor for his remval was ludesd s violation
of the Oonstitutlon, Furthes, the Gurt in its z«ximg observed that
Hatitalagan ought not to have aikmaa MCR & move the no-confidence
motion against the IMK ministry is,efaré transacting the business as set

but' clearly in the Govemor's message,

-

It vas generally felt thet Matitalagan had precipitated the cofe
stitutional crisis and brought disrepute to the sugnct office of the
.Q:eaker'. 1t was very clear that he huod lost the confidence of the
Legislature even before it oot on Decenber 2, 1972, in auch dicua- ‘
stancas, it wuld have been more decorous for him o vecate the chatiy

in good grace; thorefore, ba could still heve gons to the Gourt. Instead
thore was *bedlam'®®

Decenber 5; 1972.




Tue popularity of t,he" Anna BHK was .azply denonstyated by the
Dindigul Lok Sebha by-election which was held on May 20, 1973, Not
only d1d it provide & real tost of MCR's electorsl gppeal, but aleo
served as ¢ focal point of contradictions in Temil Redu polftics.
m sligments bemm various political parties at the by-election
raflected these conteadictions: the MK which defended the seat was
backed by the Muslim Lesgue; tho Anng DMK bad the backing of the two
t:ouiamtat Parties « the CPI end the CPI(M) a5 also the splinter
famil Nadu Muslinm Lesgues the (ongress (0) had the support of the
Swatantra Party and the Congress (R) contested on ito Mm

The victory of the Anns DMK wes indesd very icprossive. 1t
defeated the DMK and then the tw Congress parties, polling 25,000
votes wore than the total jointly secured by all the three opponents
e DMKy Gongress (0) end Qngress (R), In practical terme, it was &
vote against the party in powers 7The electorate decioively vejected
the tuling party, the DMK, and émpiy tgmt'e;d the Ongress (R).

The massive mandate in fgvour of tho Anna DMK node 4t further
clear that the stand tsken by the Congrass (0) and (ongross (R) and
" their many charges of corruption and maladeindstration against the
MK governmont m not wids off the mtk.ﬂ Aleo, the electorate

seemed to have regarded the contest as primarily a trial of strength

* A
For detailed description and analysis, please cee the chepter
entitled "Electoral Performance”,
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‘Detwsen the MK and the Anna TMK and backed the lattor, The other
decisive factor, mta, wog largely neutyelised by all the contesting
partien teking cst;e'to set up a candidate fron the majority caste in
the mmm& mmummw e thes Thevars. Further, the DMK chtcﬁ.
Karunanidhi, £att that 1t was caste that proved decisive, bacauu the
winning Anng ﬂ‘lﬁ caadmm. ﬂaya ‘nmun belonged to the memx mb-
sect of Bira &M who mnaumm about half of the alecmmta
‘iu the aves., On the whula. 1t vould be nore reasonably to assume that
the electorate resistgreé 1ts dispatisfaction with the record of the
ruling perty, the DMK, and proferred to vote for the Dow entrant —

the Annag DMK,

The &nma IMK leader, .G, Repachandren, satd that the people
of Tenil Nadu had gﬁeu e decipive verdict aspeinst the mmipt and
repressive DK govarnment, and reiteméed the demand for .oni;:t!ng
a pmf’a panai_by' the é‘ent:e;

Mrs, Rant annadursi, HLC, 8nd widow of G.H. Anngdural, the DMK

* founder end the gn'at'@ﬁef Hinfgter, joinod the Amg DMK on Aupust

20, 1973, Mrs. sonadurel levolled a serfes of chares apainat Karuno
nidhi, specifically accused the L‘hief Minister of enﬁﬁaering the

party split by driving out Ranachandran and thoussndes of his followers
 from the MK, Also, sho allepsd that the Cilef Minictor had indulged
in the raprassion of the swporters of nannchanamn. Bowev@r. v‘h‘
returned to the INK fold on Jomuawy 27, 1974, ond covered her connection
éith the anna MK, Likewisc, Mathialagen, the colourful and controe
versial perconatity of the IME and Ex-Spesker, Jumped over to the ama
DMK only to votu to the DMK ranks saying that be wes disfliustoned



| with the Amna DMK leadersiip., Though hoe said that Ms exit vas the
result of MCR'e dictatorisl attimdue;'the Anna M leadorship slleged
that he wes lured badiiaf_:a‘ the party fold on a pronise to rehabilitate
M:m in pub&e lt;ée;- ‘Consequently, he withdrew ko sppeal 4n the Supreme
Oourt apainpt hie Wal a8 Speake‘r‘qi the Temil ﬁéd;i;;msembly‘ Karuna.
' nidhi not only welcoméd -him but serdously considered nmmdating o
in hie cabztm;;. Wﬁ!‘a Hgﬂxialagm "m later offored !‘:h§ Vlceéa:atr-
manship of the Temil Nad State Plonning Gmmieston,’’ Mathtalegan
accepted the offer gratefully,

On the éthez hez;d. the anna DMX 0o made come sipnificant gaing
in tha form ofz descrtions fyom the MK, My {nstence, P. Sreenivasan,
the Deputy Spesker of Temil Hedu lepteictive Asmbly, resigned from
the IME and joined the dnna BME just before the Pondicherxy clections
and byselections {n Tamil ﬁa&u. Hio defection can be pttributed to
Karunanidhi's vefusal to elevate him to the speskerchip after the
Mathislagan episode, But, the recent addition to anng DMK 4n the
person of G, Visvanathen, the evstwhile Deputy leader of the DMK growp
of MPs in the Lok Sabha, 15 indesd & shot &in Anna DMK's amn, Por the
youthful leader commends & gpod following with a sound magsebase,

In the meantime, the political developments in the adfoinfng

nfon Territory of ?ondicherxy& provided the Anna OMK-CPl allfance an

opportunity to prove their popularity in concrets toms furtbex, The

42, ghe Bindu, April 26, 1974,
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simmering differences within the ruling DMK party in Pondicherry surfaced
when two sendor cabinet mintstors, §. Remaswany and D, Romachandran, and
& legislator, Thangavelu, resigned from the party on Dotenber 28, 1973,
and éafectaa'w the Anna M. Thoy accused tho party lcadership of
flouting the principles emunclated by lete dAnnmadursl, The DK mindatyy
in Pondicherry just felled to conplete one full fivawycor tem of office
due o théie_&afeciiﬂﬁa.w mwer, thaée dsvelopments Brought i:he two.
nénmsa'pafﬁea w'get!ier for the fivst tine sluce tho 1968 party split
wie gion they forped an electoral understanding on t}m wa of -\:?m slections
- to the Eonawhem &Bmhly. ﬂeavy stakea wera involved in the Fondicherry
elecﬁmns a5 it was geuerauy felt at that time, the :muus mum gserve
as 8 drecs rehearaak to the future poliﬁcal teb-tlp in the neighbouring
Tamtl Hadu, Tor the DMK, vhoce base was bodly shattered by the metgem
of vMﬂ& DK, it was a fight foy suwival, for the Anng mx. which had
wémaiﬁliy exoded tﬁha wall~entvenched DMK bans, 4t was a £ipght for |
recognition, snd £or the mngﬂeaa conbing (§.e., Ruling ngress and
| the Organization mﬂgeeasz, it was o fight for rehal ldtation and

tajuvenation,

Moreover, the slectoral adjuetnents shoved a marked ::olurlﬂaﬁonl
on the part of the varfous cnawmu for the Pondichorry. Mmbly
elections -am_m rarumentaty and Assembly Wy-elections in Tasil Nadu,
The Congress front consisting of Congress {0) and the Oongress (R) cone
tested all the 30 ?on&idmm Leptelative Assenbly cento. Prims Minister,
Mrs. Gandhi, and the veteran (bngress (0) leader, Kamexﬂj s+ sppeared on
a single platform, at meny clection mestings, to solfcit votes, On the
other hand, the MK sppesved rather subdued. and i€ contested 26 seats,
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lazgaly "because of its yuling :§ax-@ um; untid Wzly“.“ Foy the
vemgining four seats, the MK smpported Independonts, The saln contens
dsve for povay wers the Congfoss front on the one side and the Anna DMK.
CPL alltance on the other, M.G: Renachandean tndertock sn wxtensive tour :
to the ok end corner of the Unfon Territory and (yiubatore constituency
tn Tanil Nedu, to compaign fop the Aana DME~GHL alliance, which solaly
depanded upon Mn for pmw and nod iisation, Givajl Ganesen,
another calebrity dn the coliulotd world, cumpaigned for the (ongress
combine to noutralits MGR's epeal to the masses.

The txist in the changing politicsl scene during the 1974 Pondte
cherry slections and Goimbatore by-elections, was tho cuorgencs of Anna
DMK a8 the moRt outsspolien ceitie of the ngress. Spearbeading tha
Anns DHK cl@e&m compelgng, HCR leunched s bliatering attack on the
ongress, Ha asccused the Gongress of being proscapitaifst end pros
sxploiter and of following the capitelist path of dovelopnent, “He wes
torwowing penswously from the Maexists® took, wh3 Be aiso nade a major
fasus out of the reportedly incressing attacks on South Indians bty the
Shiv _Ssng in fonbay. Ramschandran told the Pondicharyy slectorste to
kasp avay from Mrs, Cendhi’s election sestings, Hs declared that “our
brethren have no ascurity of life end property in Iombtay and some other
parts of Haharaghters, Who &g vesponsible for this? I will not blame
the Shiy Seng becauss £t i# only an instroment in the hands of the Ruling

Qongrass, The Pries Ministew, in vion we belteved 4. far as ovr sothere
pmmwn bas batrayed us, o6 The Anna MKYg mti»mmt stance was

mm.g. Jamny ¥ 1974. Pe 15. B

ts. Prasadren, V.C,, "m MK Spearhsads Attack dn Qogress in Tentl
Radu®, The Timgs of Indig (New Dalhi), Fabmuary 19, 1975, -
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watrary o its cariicr eagurness to befriend it. During the Dindigul
iok Sabhe ty-election, £t £siled to win over Mogress to Ats side.. At
that time, the (ongress ot only chose to go it alone, but did not chow
enyv hostility towarde Amna LK,

£ 4 @a felr at #h;t tioe of the Pondicherry eloctions than th;m

- wmight be a 'third tﬂmf:' corprising the Anng DMK, cn end 'ﬂmgmi!. ﬁnt.
after the accord be!:ﬂaen Mra. Candhi and Kemaraf, the pmspecic of |
Gongrese joining the third front faded ont praduelly, The influence of
Renargl forced the Ruiiég, npress to anta@aize the amnp DMK, And the
Jatter's viclent veaction wes mainiy due to the co-operation between

Congress {0) and the waogress (R),

ﬁwam the CPL continued to be a close ally of the Anna th..
o8 thoey vere _makmg e jaini: bid to uneaat the DMK and the (bngress front
in Pondfcherzy, T Anna DK this posed oo problems Bit, to the CFL 1t
did. The CPL was in alliance with the Mnaress in Uttar Pradesh and
Orises and opposing it in Tanil Radu at;d Pondicherry, though the
Gongress (0) head tl;e same problen as that of CFl, Kenaroj showed little
intorast in his patt&'s prospacts in U.P, and Orissa, | In these cireume
stances, the Anng IMK had @ clear field to meko use of, which 1t did

quite mmc‘:a&sﬁ:uy 26 the clection results supggest,

¥t the alectfons to tho Pondicheyry Aseembly, which wen heid on
Ff;bmaty 24, 1974, the srstyhile ruiing perty, the MK, suffared a total
rout, The resulss for the 30-nomber Assombly wers as fullowss the DMK
secured only 2'seatm the Ama MK won 12 seats) the Q?t‘ftgvress front got

" 12 gEats -~ (ongrers (0) S, and Gongress {R) 7 = tho CPL won 2 seats;



the CPI(K) and Imtependem:e mn one seat each, m sddition to this,
the Anm MK won the Pondichersy lok subh& scat and (himbatore Agssembly
- goaty uhemaé 1ts electoral povtnor, the CPL ennexed tho Ginbatore
1ok Sabha seat,

The Anna IMK cane to povwer &n the Unlon Territory within qixa
andea-half ye,a;w of its fSopmotion, And the victories it.rocorded tn
this ghori epon were rather gectaculars MCR aad s supporters vere
*more then satissiod®’! ore
opposition 1t faced from the' wellwentvenched DMK and the alleIndis

with thair paﬁey“a_ performance considering the

pazties ke the Ruling Osngress and the Oygamization Qngress, In
Pondicherry, the Anma DME formed the miniotry with the help of the CPI,
uhich had been supporting the Anna MK evor since it come into being,

A fouremember Amng DMK sintetyy, hoaded by 8, Ramsswany and

| including D, Ramachandran; V.C, Vaﬁda Pillat end H, Vorkatasamy, was
fnducted into office on March 6, 1974, ~“I‘he ‘aima MR fommed a mimrity
governuent since 1t vas theee short of absolute majority in the 30-
menber ‘bagulawm; The stmg!’zli of Anna DMK was further reduced,
uﬁm 8, Pakkiam m the .hﬁ'ﬁ wirines, wio wes declared clected Speeker
on March 26, 1974, Only its electorsl sily, the CPX, pledged support
to the Anna DMEslod govermment; The lone CRI(M) member pronim!

support to the govermmant on *mevits’,

Hovever, three weeks later, the Anng IMK-CHL eoalition mintstry
vesigned on March 27, 1974, after f¢ was defoated in the Asscably in a
divieion forced by the opposition, In the £lrst twlal of strength, the

47, Interview with M.G, Ramachandean, Madras, July.1974,



entire oj:poni:ion. cansi:cﬁng of the Congress '!.'wont - Congress (R) ‘7.
and Gongress (0) 5 —wand the lone Independent combinied to defeat the
motion of the Chief Minister (for vote-one-sccount for the four months

of the 1974.75 financial year) by 13 votes to 14,

The elotion of the Anna IMK was shortsidved, as the Pondicherry
Chief Minister submitted the gasifgug‘;gion of hig cabinst and a.&Vllaeﬁ' the
Lt. Govemr. Chedds Lal, to remmfend to the President to diseolve the
Assembly and hold féesh elections to the Unfon Territory. Iﬁ was a
sequel to the defeat of the Anna IMK-CPl coalition government in the
Aambly on a division terceé by the Oppoaiticl;,

The President of Iadxg sccepted the Lt, Covermor'e recommendation
that folloving the defeat of the Anna MK-CPl mindctry, there was no
possibllity of forming a stable siternative government and the Assembly
should be disialvgd. Ac@rdingly, Athe Union Territoxy of Eondiclgr:y
was brought .u’nde: the President's rul.e_ under article 356 of the Indien
Constitutfon, and the Asgenbly diseolved on March 28, 1.9710,..“8 Al®o,
tht; vas thé second time within three months that President's rule was
.‘1@0!"6 on the t;ztou Territory of Pondicherry} first on January 3, 1974,
folloving the restgnotion of the DMK mintetry when two DMK ministers and
& lcélshtnr‘d;eﬁectedv to the m IMMK; and then again on 26th Maxch, 1974,

The former Chief Ministor of Pondichexry, S. Ranaswany (of the
Anna DMK}, sccused the Gongrese of joining hands with the DMK in a brazen
&nd shemeless canher o topple his government, despite the fact that the
then (ongress President, shanka? Dayal Sharma's assurance to the effect

4. Jhe Indion Rapyess (New Dolhi), March 29, 1974,
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that the ongress alliance in Fondicherry would function s a “constructive
‘ Oppoaition".l” 1t was u’i&e\;ly‘ felt at tha‘t time that the Amng DMK came to
~ power spparently with the greon signal froo fth_e cen'tra-. Alp, it was
generally belfeved that the (ongress wuld provide the Anna DMK« CRY
walition, a reasonable chance for the ninistry formation, Mm_gg
Indig editorially &meﬂted that “it will be. particularly unfortunate if
the two Gngress patties choose to sdopt shortasighml tactics merely
wi:h‘a; viev to aeccntua&ug the entagonisn botueen the DMK and the Amns

- DMK, unmindful of the latge interests of the people of the state®, O
According to Jhe Tribupe, “tactically it wuld perheps hove been better
for the opposition to let the ﬁimﬁty govermment stow in 1ts own juice
for some time and strike only vhen it ran 1ats ;mub‘!.a.‘ The mintstry

was ot given o chance even for niszule, P}

The anna DMK chief, M.C, Remachandren, accused the Gongress

t parties of "™uydering demeracy in collustfon with the DMKY, Neverthee
‘less, ho admitted thag the Ansa IMK-CPL allfence assumod office under
the constant threat of being toppled at any time, "But we did not
anticipate that the anti.people forees, masquarading in the name of -
opposs tion parties, would umts and caloulatedly pull down the Anna
DMK mingstry eo @on."™2 He folt that £t wuld have bosn justifiadle
3£ the opposition had evaluated the policies and progrimme oftth. Anng

K. 1ad govermiont for a vhile ond voted it out 4f thoy wers comwinced

¥, Jhe Hindusgan Timas, March 29, 1974,

50. tho Times of India (New Delhi), Msrch 29, 1974,
51, The Txibupe, March 28, 1974,

52, The Bindugtan Jinag, Merch 29, 1974,
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tﬁat theae.po-udea vore anti-pcople, Further, he added that, “by thetir
action they had betrayed their 'ox;,e end only intentfon of toppiing the
miﬁistzy“asg The oonly _splut‘;ion bo the polfitical stalemate in Pondichexry
lay, acoovding to MGR; in bholding & frech islemon which would give the
peop ié anothey cpportunity to clect a stable goverment, .

It. m wi.dejly behg\?edfbat the '(hngr@ss {0) mwﬁi; Kanaraj, was
rosponstble for the fall of the 1l1-fated rbp&ichariy mintstry vithin
fhreq @aeks q’ﬁ its enmtng tnm éfﬂca.‘% "!i:e eoubinad magran.gmm
of ’twélve members, acting on maraj'n edvice, voéed aga;mt tha‘gpvervm
éene on a éniatiné ‘Voté-t;macwmt motion for funde, pendtng the puuﬁ.
of ihé &xdgee éu tﬁé second day of the Aﬁnably. session on Harch 27.'
léfk. 'Iﬁe former M éhief ﬁ_&niéten 'mmok ﬁa.-ﬁm; finally tao'uéhu!
off tha mwhen he uaired ¢ bunch 'nt ﬁ@era sayiang that the budget
proposals were lesked out befove being :prasaﬂted to the House, Heving
%ém routed in the eléct&ofwi the IMK was undesstandsbly keen to huable
- the break-m Antig MR at the earliest opportunity.,  Dut, the way the
two «ommss.paraet behavad was intriguing, The two mﬁ _te'galamn
end the lone In&epeudmt’s voted with the Gbngress against the Anna IMK. |
| «GPL government. The Spesker, belonsmé to the Imn& ME, eoould mot vots,
Therefore, the maliti&n of snna DMK.CPI could only secupe the suppost
of fouptean logtslators in the ciucial voting.

!!oédver‘. the contention of the leader of the combined Congress
in ghc Pondicherry Assembly, Dhana Kanthare§, that tho Anna DMK-CPI
government had proved its incompetence to goveyn, by publighing the

33, 1bid,

54, ' of 1 (Rew Delht), April 6, 1974,

53, lmic!wtty S. Versprasida Reo reprosented Yanan (bnstituency
in the Pondicherry Ascembly as an Independent, '
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 budget spesch bafore it was formally presentad to the House, “was ™
wore than & pm.w"’ & topple the gvermont, H.G. Somachandren .
dmandad a 'iull anquity' i.n& the leskape of budget papen prapared
by thq stort-lved Anna DMK CPL ministry in mwcherry.”

The Anna DMK supportors had a differsnt stody to fell,  Accords
4ng to souress c!cés to the atna DMK, the President of the labour |
unfon of the Gwemmﬁt ?ma, where the budgetary ;:myos&h ware |
priated, happened w be b @nmas %M.‘ HBe coma to Lnow &he budget
detatls and passed then on to Fasook Maricays to ensbic him to challenge
the govemment on the floor of the House on the gound that the proposals
ware lecked out evm.be&m thay were formally presented vo the House,
whils comenting upon thig unfovtunate inclident and Lts aftemath,

M,G, Bamachandron observed thet 4t uas s pity that tho Anna DMK.led
government wes not given a chance to prove its Pooa fides to implenent
the budget mé the tevolutionaty proposals contained therein, Moreover,
he folt that the budget was &0 wevolutfoniary in charactor that "had it
only been passed by the Assenbly, the opposition pertics, vho voted
against the governsent, knew Very well that they would oot be able to
face ths electorate awn”@sg Ho further ssssrted that "in fact soma
of the features of the vetned budget hed deen incorporated when Lt was
pessed by the Unfon Parliament -uim“‘” After & groat national dcbn;u
on tho alleged ebuge of power by the Unfon govermment, the Pondicharry
hudpget was finally voted by the Lok Sabha on dpuil 16, 1974,

Mﬁ(ﬁ@? aalhn. fpril 2, 1974,

7, The Endy, aril S, 1978,
sa. Interview uith M. Renschandran, Madras, July~1974,
3. Interview with M,G., Remachandran, Madrew, July-1974,



The statements of toth the Gngress partiee on the fall of the
Pondicherry government, that o mino¥ity govermnent met the fate it
deservod, ave 'ufnéoa‘vmcing, No other party or & group of parties could
have formed & government in Pondicherry. I’ﬁ is pertinent to recall
thet in Orissa, the (ongress formed a minority government with the
support of the CPL, Even Mrs, Indira Gendhi's govcrnment et the Centre
had to be propped up bty parties Mke the DMK and the CFL after the
Oongress split of 1969 till the dissolution of Parnmnt by Mrs. Gandhi
in Beceta&t 1970, According m'_aeme pow_:max obsarvers, President's
_ rule might bs extended upto 1976 so that the elections to Pondtcherry
Assenbly are held simultaneously with the Gcnara-i Elecdons.eo

Close on the hoels of the Pondicherzy dmbroglio cane the dwopping
of Mrs, Sathiovamouthu, Tazld Nodu Barjon tolfave Mirtotor, fmom the
DX Caldnet and antieMalayalee apitstion thich agnin shook the political

boat in the state,

ﬁ:a; s;:hikvmimt‘tm tas sacked from the Kartunanidhi goverment,
following d&féemea batween her and the Chief Hinister, on the conduct
of some gvorment officials, The Chief Minister, who had earlier
roferved charges made by Mrs, Muthu to the Chief Secratery for an -
inquiry, asserted thot her allogations were found to bo baseless and
she had acted against the gevarmnment po!icy and the principle of joint
responsibllity of th.e cal_:&net.ﬂ

60. Jhe Times of India {few Delbt), spril 4, 1974,
61. The Rindusgan Tiwes, May 3, 1974,



Hes, Sethisveninuthu had been & minister of cabinet rvark since |
1967, vhen the IMR formed the government for the first time, Aaleo, che.
hed occupied a top posttion in the K party hierarclys Bovlier, ahc
made some controverstel statements and charged the state government
officisls with ton-cooperation in the implementstion of Havlijan Welfare
Schemes tn the state. She had ale mpesled to the Harijen mothers not
to practisge fmuy plsnning as the commmity vanted oore warriors to man
a mtl!;mt protest movement on the lines of Palit Banthops ta Hra*lmruht.ra.n
The Hartjan cnmity. aecording to her, should becone mtlimm: 0 protast
apainat atmeities comnitted by the caste anaua. These mrks bad lod
to e covrespondence between her and the Gavemo: K.K, Shah, in which she
hied not only ounad the statements attributed to her but algo maferated
‘hew viéws, The Chief Hintoter, on his pest, hod alos referved h@: alle-
gations ageinst the aff&cﬂa&a to the Chiof Secretary for an imﬁityc
Hrs. Muthu's allegation of micuse and diversion of Central funds msant
for Harijen ualfare. amcely embarvassed the DMK !eadership, 1t was also
fele at that ta.ma that che had vefused the offer made by Kcmanidht to
give up the Haﬁjm wal fare portﬁulio in lieu of comc other deparment.
1n viaw Qfﬂ:aaa davelopments, the Chiof Ministar hod no othes opt.ion,,
tut to drop her from the cabinet, Mre, Muthu claimad that she took her
dismissal from the mintstry 8g a “reward for chawploning the cauu of

her community®, 63

 The digmigsol of Mrs, Muthy smowballed £nto another small rift in
‘the DK, On May S, 1974, sho resigned from tho ruling DMK party, fTen
| MLas, tw MLCs end an MZ, all belonging to the Harifon comunity, subs

62, Ihe Timen of Indta (New Delht), dprsl 22, 1974,
63, Zhe Jimes of Indig (Rew Delhd), May 5, 1074,
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mitted their rosignation from the DMF, in cupport of how, But, scon
efteswards they mtrea;teﬁ and pm@tly vrote lattevs of epology to :t:ha
chief Minister ausuring hin of thelr full m-ﬁgemﬁom“ Thus, her
exdt from the DK fold ¢id mot cenoa any mefor rift in the ruling party
et oviginally foared., Morxcover, HMrs, Muthu did mot neee&ve support from
any of her efstvhile colleaguecs in the MK Cobdnct, Leter she founded

& new party named "Depressed Classes Pogwerd Leapue” {TFE). In the long
run, Hys, Muthu's revolt may exode the DK's pepularity cwong the
depressod clasoss, For the time being, Kerunanddhd Mt&smd‘yét ancthar
storn and proved once agoin his dextericy,

in Madras ©itys 6 'pmwssion was talen out by the Igmishar Padue
keppn Pogaval, {*Tantl Protoction Organization”) on May 26, 1974, The
_processionists stoned & cowple of thoatzes eshibdting Malgyales filns
and some other establishments ownod by the Helayales cotommnity, The
chief obfjective of the Popavat, ubich organdined tha rally of Temile,
was to “smash the domination of uataidera“’és in Tanil Hadu, Rateing
antisMalayalae slogans, the processionists pulled down several posters
and bamners which publicined Halayaslee movies and contained the picturcs
of M.G. Remachandran, tha Anna IMK legdsr, who 18 s Malayales by birth,
“In the face of ft, tho violence is the direct cotooms of the inflama-
tory speoch made by Madhaven; the State Industries Minister, ... thresaten-
ing mon=Tanilians with logs of their ,]obes."’ﬁ6 The Polics escorting the

64, Ensodtw. v.c.. 'Nr. ﬂoﬂmaﬁéhi mue A Pavty Remi: in Temil

MMA (Hew balhi). May 27, 1974,
6o wm (Hew Delbi), May B, 1974,
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‘pmces%lnn made some arvssta, bt net before the processlonists had
achigved what they wanted t» oceosplish, 1t foocked oo 3£ the Police had

orders mt to restrain the duronstratore,

: in mtaiiaﬁoﬁ. at vmvandm, erovd indniged in atane-thmvmg |
on u&me hotels and dhopa rvun by t.he Tmtlc. The Polico mok etfecciva
stops to put; down the vamia&mm and enabled the smpa am hotels m
mpeu. Ale, the Xamls hicf Mintater, Achyuta Henon, mte o Karuna-
nidhi urﬁng hﬁm ] ta!»n eRfoceive steps £O prevent rocurrence of such
incidents‘ ﬁe alan mpaaied t the pwple of Reraiz to ::anidar porsons "
belonging m _ail etnoxitses iiving among tho.‘-‘:i as tholy brethren and give

them pmtection, 67

The Criof Mirdster of Tomil Hedu, Xarunanidhi, promised that his
governcant wuld take neressary steps 10 pmi:éct pople belonging to all
the communities in the state, Referring to the enti-Malayalse $ncidents
in Madeas, he desgribed 1t as a Yeumulative reaction” of come develope
ments, Xarunanidhi easerted that ote of the factors vas an obssxvation
made bty M.G. Remachandran at tho Muslin Lesgue conferance An Salew
against women belonging t¢ o ‘pavticuler community’, vhich had teken to
pmntitutipn_. Furthor, Kerunanidhi sooght to justify the incidents when
he said that talking i1l of women from political platiorns had roused the
feclings of & section of people and they gave vent to their anger through
the epitstion. On the other hond, Remachandron accused the Chief Minister
and he!d_ Karunanidhi eolely rcaponsible for the entl-Haloyelee stir in
the stete, le ascerted that "Karunanidbl was in '§itters' over the

imttient constitution of an inquiry commission by the Coutre and g into

67. The inau, Hey 28, 1974,
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ths oorzuption c!iarges and vas using the Tandl Senn ag o pretoxt o
valaash tezror and violence tn uipe ouf the Anma DEN, e added that
this wuld "forea the Centre io dismioe the IMX fron pover, & that
the Chiof Minister £a4 his party couid become martm”tﬁs
Aleo, Remachandran vidiculed the Chicf Minfetor's charge that

M vecent speach st éaien waparding woren of & 'pamwlar communt gyt
spatked aff/__thg May 26 vzgien_i: ineidonts in Madres dtﬁ. He emplntie
cally émied having mziam sy derogatrry renatks on the wouensfolk of
any comsunity, further, e elorifled tiot dnot ko had gofd at Salea
was that marringos betwees ds.fiamﬁt iiagﬂaﬁn RS had to be
encoursged o promte real imgmi:&om | He felt that doliberately e

vilification campaign was launched by fome Wpupem twhth the |
| "blessinge of Atha dﬁeﬁ m:ﬁ.scer"ﬁg to create h&t:ﬁ ond $1lewill
towards hin snd s party. He esrertad tbat this hod vot affacted the

popularity of snng DMK,

These {netdents wova condamed by all the oppusition parties in
Tanil Nadu, They felt that the DMK povermment indolocd 4n whipping up
Tonil chevvindgn as a veapon agoingt the Anna ME of HOR, ) One possible
raceon vight have boen that the WK leadorship was alammed et the cone
ttfﬁzing popularity cf the Amna IMK, Movsover, Ksvunandidhi has not been
atove discrect snti-Nalayelee utterances since the formation of the
Amme DMK 1n 1972, “Even from the point. of view 0€ pgotting on with a
polfitienl ﬁua; this 4 poor tacttcs.‘”m

63, She Nindu, May 31, 1974,
. Mg,

May 28, 1974,
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Viewod tmpartially, it pives an impressfon that haviny felled
to pot the better of Anns MK on the political pleng, the MK started
dizcpaditing “tha breckeawsy party by valsing t:ite e gey of 'doninationt
by ‘settlere’ ”?1' Moreover, tho two orpanizations ~— Thamighar Badukeppu
parsvel end Shectht Seng —=vho ratsed the "Tantls only® cry, pledged
to veod out “non-Tertla®, hove singled out Melayalecs for gpeclal treate
ment. The Shaktl Sona 18 o brofnechild of M.R. Radha, vio cerved a
long fail tom for shooting et MGR in 1967, | | |

On w 28, '19?&% a deputation of six politicel partiesn, led by
the Annn MK, anbmitted & merorandum to President (lri urping & judicial
inquiry into the violent incidents that occurved when the 'Pedevation
for the Protection of m&in' ook out g procesaion in Madras city, The
Prasident promised to forwaxd t':%:c' neeoredne to the Prime Mint gter for |
naceseaty ection, 1 fnct,ﬁm.,'“ &nﬁh’. wmnte to Karmanidld stressing
the reed for providing protection to the lingdetic minorities in the

\

stare, Raruneridid teplied oo the Prime Mindstey "that all safeguards

vare being providod to mimwitios heze®,’ *

Though the anti<Malgyalco stir caused tension in Tenmil Redu and
elsevhere, 1t had least affected the popularity of M.G. Remschendran,
Acno.rding to *Cho? ‘Ramaswany, Editor of Thuplakh, Karunontdhi comitted
blunder after blunder in dealdng with MGR, etarting froz Ms espulston
from the DMK to the anti.-Malayalee stir, ‘*Cho' obscived, instced of
suspending MGR £rom the MK, Karmanidht would have done botter w

contain MCR from withih.m

e

7%, ?cma«:m, ‘!M?. s '%isla?aiaes Victin of oK Toctic®, w

V2. “Indirs Writes to K&mnidhi". m,m,g_ (Medens), July 20, 1974,
73. Interviow with 'Cho' Ramacveny, Madras, July«1974,
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in sum, it could be concluded that the anna MK, at present, fe
by far the most popular political party in Tauil Radu, This vas aoply
deronstrated by its clectoral successes, It forced even the ruling DMK,
Mngress (0) and Gongress (R) parties to b:e.an the defensive, The
personal popularity enjoyed by M.C. Ramschandran hoe won many followers
to the Anna DMK fold, The Tanil masses still seem to believe in the
reglonslicetion of issues o counter the alleged North-Indian domination
in the nation's affaivs. The believers in m: tdenlogy, who ave, of
late, distilugioned with {ts performance, have found en oltemative in
the Anna IMK party., The emergonee of tha Anna DMK, as an alternative
to the zuling DMK, has not only weeauiuily' changed tho political land-
scape of Tanil NWadu, but it mﬁﬁmies‘ to puzzle the futurologists in
their predictions as to what the next round of hustings will bring in,



THE PARTY PROGRAMME

The anna DMK polficy statoment was amounced on Scptember 30,
1973, & year after the party fomally came into boing. At the time
of its birth, “corruption” was the only charge of H;»ﬁ. Remachandran
sgainst the IMK gnvermeent, However, he had mo objection to the
continuance of the IMK ministry in office. But, gradually thers
hag been a quult!:ative' change in the party's objective which 48 now
di rected towards removing the MK from power, The popularity of the
infent party enabled it, within a2ix months of its coming into being,
to sweep the polls at the Dindigul Parliacentary by-cloction by
wvinning the seat with £ifty-two per cent of the popular vots,

Por any political party, a policy statement 4z the pine gug pop
for proper articulation 0f 1ts programes. In the case of Anna DMK, 4t
took a long time to come, The phoge of Ao DMK's Yopsurge politics”
vas ovor when its policy docunent was made publMe, On tha basis of
fts progreaume the party *has oonverted fteolf fnto o recsongdbly cohe-
sive political platform of loft democratic forces ,.. in Temil Nadu".l

i. "Anna DMK Policy Document”, Link, October 7, 1973, pp. 23«24,
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However; the longthy document®s centyel theme &s basic leftisn “with an
appeal to the lumpen proletariot and rural ﬁmmtw".‘z Of course, the
new party's progranme i8 veplote lws.th'”loyalw p‘léﬁgeg!? to “Anna's
programme”, This programe in ite tum has veference to IMK's original
moorings in being the “genuine ‘Commurd st Party south of the Vih'dhyn“,

as the late C.N, Amnaduvel used to describe the IMK, At the sane tine,
the "loyslty pledpes™ sean to be tactical, for the new party clearly aims
at cepturing the bage, which Mthorto has been the DMK's stronmghold,

The Amna IMK programms also mentfions of the "Dravidien Evhnie
Solidarity®,” which tncidentally vas the orginal theno of the MK during
the liferinme of its founder, Annadurel, Uhorces, the IMK, under Karuna-

4 i‘ﬁt; the Anna DMK

nidhi, talks only of "Tenil race end Tamil lsoguage™,
domni: has made it clear that the party stands for full and total

"emotional integration of the people of lndia without rogsrd to caste,
5

creed, languge or religlon™,” Further, the cardinal declaration affixms

that “the unity of India 18 the fulcrum of Anna IMK's political phﬂo_ﬂophy“.s
nSong of S011% Pold

Recent davelopments in Tantl Nadu Mum_ﬁuat the DMK 19 algo
falling a victim to chauvinistic demands, such as, tho adoption by the
State Legislative assenbly of the "Sons of the Sof 1" policy, in the

matter of recruitment into provincisl servicos in the state. Thus, the

2. Igd, | | '
3. Anng DMK Manifesto, 1973,

4, DMK Mgnifepto, 1971,

S. Anns DMK Mardfesto, 1973,

6, Ibid,



iHX has legalized the slogen of “Tamil Sadu for Tamils only" under the
magk of ﬁ.ghtlng for "sStato auwm»my“ On the other hand, the Anns DMK
tepudutu thia dnctrtne m no mertﬁn togns when MCOR cal 1s the “Sons
of the snil" phi losophy es “q&&t& abaum" and against the larger intc-

rens of tha nat.len.7

while nttessing. the need £‘or nore povers for the mnstumt
states and "temuaive £edamhm" the Anna DMK heo piven a new slogan
for improving the federal macapt !.n ehe Indisn polity, The party's
stand was nade clear by G.R, Edmund, ne Deputy Leador in the Tesil Radu
l-egialuﬁ_ive Assembly, vhen he ﬁd.d&‘ ‘;'Be ave cartainly for granting more

povwers to states, but not for mﬁomw”ﬁa Also, MGR hap naid that the
9

MK's demand for “State m&mw" was ma at personal gains. The
Anne DMK's much-debated principle of CentresStata ﬁslauom: aays that:
10

"Wwe want neither aependenee oy mdepen&eaee; but intax'-dq:«endence.
Thus, the "interactive federalism® seems to be. the main criterion of
~ the Anna DMK's political concept.

The rallying-cry of the ruling DMK will be “State autonomy" during
the next general aloctions, 1 The MK thesis 16 that the Centre should

be federal in nature vhercas the constituent states chould enjoy more

7. Intewiew with M,G, Ranachandran, Mndras, July-1974,
Bn YPratricidal miwcaap m March 1&; 1975.

mt Ql'll 79 19759

m. g DM Mani feato, 1973, Accoxding to MGR and his followers, this
prionciple 48 alsc krown as “anna's Dictun® on Union-State relations.
Cited also in ZThe Hindu, March 14, 1973,

11, Balesundaran, S.H., "DMK Seeke Positive Ideology", Asgpan Tribune
{Cauhatt), December 23, 1974, A



powexs, Also, the miéuaey powors should be trancforrcd to the states,
or the mx; this singan bzc “the do#i:le advantage of ap'pea.ung esaotion.
ally o the Tenil apeckers and of amngmmug the THK £rom fes tvin
and rival, the Anna DHK", 12

Language Pol iﬁ} »
 An American pma corrospondent posnta out that "lenguege is pert
of the sutonony campaign, on vhich the two appunents ithe MK and the

Amne BMK) agt\ee“ B

The party “shnds in the vanpuord oﬁ the opposttion®
1% thile, ke the BNX,

,p:leaﬂing for the concept of !ﬁdingx;uum of English ond the reglonsal

to Rindl as the country's eole official language.

languape 18 each st&i:e as ite languaga policy, tho Avng K further
 emphasizes ﬂze fact that it doos ot favour the grovth of eny one. language
at ’ihg epense é'f the bt’he:in. Thisy ”eq::augy of mmgw i'a soen a8 a
clegr snud .!;o the "Tanil swéﬂwity" wnceiwt of tho DME, Further, the

' programe §1eadé ft}i i_ﬁcxusinn of Englich am:;ng the !‘ndiaa languages listed
;-n tixe Efight?z Sehédnle of the Indien natitution, as, according to tha
party, it is the lenguage of zheh Anglo-Indian minoxity, spmd all over
the country and also the offtcial languape in the mzth-eutem State of
ﬂagahnd

The party's cesnonic objective i; described e the *creation of
f_ulldledahd sociaiist, soctety 4n the wmtry".u It does mot want

xz.m.,'

13, smoea. Lewis H., "The Actor's mla in mumcs in Indig",
Boald on March 9, 1975, The ingartion in the brackata
s ne,

u. Astan Recorder, Nrﬁmbet 19-25, 1979, p. mos
15. Anng DMK Menifesto, 19‘73~



Socialism as a mere ecomnic goal but as an accepted "way of 14ge",

The pﬁ;gme anaine that the mpans Qf creating soctaliot society
should be inepired by "mmenisn®, It wants thet both the methods of
“Méiling vp ond !,.evamihg down .‘.. be used discrotely like a auré@n‘c
kn.ﬁa".:' This will facilitate "distributive soctal justice even as

16 Further,
MGR has clarified that “we profor to call this concopt Annaism, This

national resurces are mobilized for planncd developnent™,

in bemae the ‘iema! are interpreted in & variety of waye by others
and our interpretation of eocialise s better described snd understood
by the lasaes‘. who méapt our progranms’ as M’.ﬂv However, this
18 mot & far cry from the balt of “sclaliem vithout tears®l® dangled
by the K election Manifesto of 1971,

The fii-‘at_gmé;a of Annglsn 15 state control of the mam of
production and the pmducma progess and the distribution of the fini.
shed products including the pricing nechanfan, ‘:bc party wants m;.l
elinination of the "middlemen” between the producer and the consumer
until the time state control of means of pmdneuqu is achieved, The
party document seys that “only by creating a soctety ubich s free from
e lodtation of every kind cen we put an ond o the tyranny of few people
httentng themselves on the il of the vast multitude in this counuy".‘g
To free soclety from emploitation, the party wants an "unadulteratod end fim
economic policy of wthluiﬂy clisinating speculatorn, hoarders and blacke

16, IMd,
¥, pbid.,
18, "straining Hard for Ideas", Reo « 8343,

fovenber 10, 1974, p. 1999,
V. dnna DMK Hgnifoeta, 1973,
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20 s one way of elfmie

natkatesys, profiteers and black money tycoons®,
nating the black mney contyol of the ecahuxzsy. impediatoly, the party
w,énts demonetization of the mxﬂ:ea#mpée cugrency notess

The CPI's influence in drafting ihev document. 18 obvious, 2

Howaver,
1t should be noted that thare 45 mo veference to the source of black ﬁaaey
tn the document., The party wants nationalization of rore banks, which
have qualified, since the measure was undertiken way back in 1969, for
‘the norms set out in the scheme 0f natlonalizetion, Of courses es &

" matter of policy, the Anna DMK wants nationsiization of sll finenclal

and credit imumugns as well, m party puﬂwlmiy wants an fame-
diate balt to the policy of nationalized banks helping only the Mg

eapitalist.a. thereby defesting the very purpose of mtlumiiuuomzz

The party stands for ﬁmly\ dealing with the private sector,
which needs to be thoroughly “disciplined®. *Tho private sector iz now
using the goverment to securc ite selfich ends. The ptocess muet be
‘reverced, The private sector tust be used by the government to sému
its soctialist objectiv‘es.“z? The paréy wants elfmination of the private
sector from bg and heavy in&uemé#; nfllg, ete, “There 48 no halfway
house in ttﬁ schene 0f naticnslization, There should be m exenption,
ﬁbr inetancs, in the schemo o€ nauonauzattonvm rubbor, cwffes, tea
end cavdsson plantations".gﬁ

nis and Rolitical Weokly, Op,gikes ps 1999,
M, Octobar 7. 1973. Pp. 2324,

3. jong MK Mgndfestos 1973,
34, Xbid, ‘
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In the domain of social refoms, the party vants an Mat§
halt to “divisive forces" which propagste ‘pernicious idess of dividing
the people on gﬁunda of Wrth, employmont, caste, race or lenguage®,
1t wants “untouchability", which "despite sll legislation® $p piactim
widely, to be abolished ot any cost. "o section in Indien society
should be known as scheduled ox deprussed or tmdordcvoloped community,
Those who oppress the Haﬁjm- must be plmtahad,“'ﬁ Furthog, the party
wants ecomntc criteria to bo the determining factor for essevsing the
relative backwaxdness of the people. |

The party advocates & falr deai to the peasants, vho over the
years, have torowed beavily fron the unscrupulous private money-lenders.
Accotding to the Anna DME doeunert, at present the financial fnstitutions
of the state have veplaced the viliéga mﬁe&*leﬁﬂetsg In q;t.te of neavly
thyee decades of planned development, indcbtednass eti’n stolke the
counttyside, “Instead of privats monoy-lenders, the financial 1ns|:i'w-"
tions are cvicting then Etéin lends and suppreseiag them, Therve is
- neither sonse mor revolution in the changs of monmenclgture of appré&mru.
The peasants must be helped tn vemain £ree fronm debt burdens by intmdue.
tion of polictgrs ltke price support, crop insurance, fiwxity of tenure
and $naliemable rights on the lanau he ouns subject tv & ceiling in
public intarest, w26

| 16 wist be satd t the credit of tho Amna DMK that the present
Congrase govemuent has tsken o leaf our of the fomer's policy document,

25, fidd,
26, Ihld,.
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for, the 2-Point Bconomic Programse of the (bngress Party as enunciated
by the Primo Minister, inter aligs envisages to freo tho village
peasentry from the chackles of rural sodobredness, 27

The party also advosates & falr doal to the waversy o fom a
majority in the population of Tanil Nadu, According o the party
docunent, certaln varleties of cloth mist be reeewed for exclusive
bm&dquon in the handloon gectors, ‘Agein, the Amna DMK con claln credit
for the vecent decieton of the Union govermment to sppoint @ Development
Commissioner for ﬁandlacm&a the development ¢f viich was one of the
components of the economic _pmgMe anfounsed by the Prine Hinister,
Mre, Indira Gandhi, in July-1075, Hven as such a mve Lo taking shepa,
the Central governbent has casmarked s, 5 croves for providing relief

) Mets.m

\ . fpatt fzom these mdicai proposals; the party is in favour of
“noedsbased nintmum wages for the working class right now®, The next
step envisaged in the propranme is the "folr wage” with the eventual
vision of "living wages" to sll categories of workers and widdle class
salerted cuploynea;gg

27, “The 20-Yoint Ecomnmic :’mgm” of tha mnaress Farty envisages,
arong other things, “plon for liquidatfon of vural indedted-
vass, Logislation on sorvatorium on veoovery of dobt from land-

less lsbourero, emsll farmers and ertiganc”. Ths Times of India
{¥ew Dalhi), July 2y 1975, o

« "Contral Ald for Bandloom Weavers™, Iha S Standged (New Delhi)
Mg.!lﬁt 17‘ 1975@ ‘-ﬁm ’

in the 20-Point Ecomnic Programwe, the rolevant proviso
in this regard 1ot "New development plan for davelopment of the

t:z;g!mu sectoz™, Seo W&BM (Now Delbi), July 2,

2, Mgk, October 7, 1973, pp. 23.26,



The party makes a special mention of women as "custodians of
Iﬁdian culture®., They are advised by the document "not to identify
Western cﬁlture with progress®. Also, the aAnna DMK makes special
provision for wmen in regard to extending pﬂvilegés; The party has
commi tted Ltself to reserving 25 per cent of its seats for women, in
the next Genc;.ral Elections to the Lok Sabha and the State 1eglslature.3°
Further, it pleads for "statutory provisions” for representation to
women in all *policy-making {nstitutions®. Also, the party wants the

elimination of wage discrimination between men and women in all

spheres,

Educational Poli

The Anna DMK wants free education to be extended upto the highest

level of university education, The DMK also has laid special emphasis

on education, It hae already made education free upto the Pre-University -

level. The Anna DMK gpes one step further, when it wants unemp loyment
doles ﬁo be given to the educated.unemployed, as a kind of "'guarantee
for living", M.G. Ramachandran is also keeﬁ on a review of the entire
gamut of the education policy.m‘ He emphasl-zed that the existing basis
of the education system ghould be changed, Firstly, according to him,
thoge who formulate the educational policies should mot be politicians
and political opportunists, Instead, the policies should be evolved by
the far-sighted acédemid.ans. who must function as a brainstrust for this

purpose. Second, education should provide a means for nsturel growth,

30. Ibid,
31. Interview with M,G. Ramachandran, Madras, July-1974,



conbining utilizetion of toth physical and mental faculties, In
essence, the anna IMK would idke to dridge the pop botween intellectual

and manual iabour,

_The snna DMK prograsne pleads for the rehabilitation of all
Indians who return. or are compelled to retumn. to India from other
countries, The DMK L& very much concerned about the plight of ‘Over-
seas Tanile" only, whersas the Anna DMK programme scrupulously evoids
the term "Overseas Tmils", fHowever, the programe says that the
Indians who return from abmad should bo taken care of by “the states
to vhich they ‘beleng in ‘In&i@"’gsa' S o

The pﬁm:imﬁfeﬁ wtalvpmhiblﬁ.oa in the country as a whole,
| Further, the party domu,t twotes thats “Ultimately total prohibittion
should be enforeed all over the cuntry and the stratagen of getting
examption from prohibition undor the guisc of medical necessity should
be thoroughly defeated”,>® 1t even threatens "direct action by the
party to compel the goverment ba eliminste pseudsenmedical alcoobolic
prepaﬁﬁoac“.” . In fact, tha DMK reintroduced prohikition in Tenil
Hadu in September 1974, as a :‘naezet‘oﬁ‘ concession to the Anna IMK's
capalpn cgainst the IMK government on this $esue, Thus, the Anna IMK
can take some credit for t!?a ruling DMK*s decision to reintroduce the

Beasure,

While advocating mmf powers to the states, the Anna IMK wants

”aqual_ transfay 6! pomri fmm'the state governments to local self-

32, An Mand fapto, 1973,
33, e,

S6. IM4,




governing bﬂg# 1tke sunicipslities end panchayats®, It would lke
to ttmlaté the concept of grase-zoots dmcr&eﬁv fnto o living veality,
Tha &ma MK pleaﬂa 552 ﬂaﬁtmétg alectoral reﬁt;m. The most
iuportant of these ‘batng ﬁw ﬁ.ght o t'wan the aiectaﬁ mrumﬁvu.
tn case’ tm o longee tatain the mpum wnudenae of the electorste.
“The alcetorm wii ch m the mnstimmml tight t olect its ww
mumve must also have the ¥ight to recall mm iu case he ceasos m
m&‘aaer_tt tﬁ.“” Arnother saugm; feature of the Amna IMK pmarm is
HGR's offer tbat ﬂxe'cﬁceatsmlu &na DK candidates wuld seek a vote
of cnuﬂdema from their eoaétztnencias once in every two Years and 4£
 they falled to get its they would tesign thefy scats,®® wrhie te
Ameaien, MGR emphasizes, Alsds be added that “Ameles” wuld 'men that
the right to choose minfsters wuld vest ™ot with MiAs but with party
cadns“;” Hoteover, an"Mﬁa DME Chief Minloter, in tho event of the
party being voted to pover, wuld heve o seck an snnpel vote of confiw
dence from the party's General Gouncil, And m minister wuld hold &
patty position iabx_tcummly. Alsp, offico«bearers of the party would
hold office for a consecutive pecond torm and will be gble to pet ra.

elected only afear three years of grass-mots party wms&-

5. Ihe Steatogmgn (New Delhi), February 7, 1974,
36, Ibid,

37, Idd,

38. Asign Recopdeg, November 194235, 1973, p. 11708,
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'But, the erities of MGR have ridiculed those ouggostions, A
coliantat commented on thém as "ghod Jokes® and asked what would heppen
1f & chief minjoter enjoyed the people's confidence but lost thet of '
pd&y"'é -,1@;;;@“.’_9‘ The Suatantra Poyty dascribed thoe suggestions

as impyactical and possibly more suited to governments 8¢ they are shoun

to beﬁarnad in ﬁh&s“’

The Anna MK programmo ¢alls for fiym steps to oliminate carimptton
in public l4fs, Further, 1t wants that all politiciane who hove amassed
| weaith during their stint in power and position should be compelled to |
gace scrutiny through judicisl rmbe'iﬁm. am"why' end 'what' of their
acquisttions. They stould Be punished; 1£ found guilty ond thetr “41l.
gotten wealth® should be attavhed to the states | |

(-4
Rowever, one obvious lacuns n the Anna DMK policy document iu
/‘ that {8 does not spell out clgaﬁy how it proposes to ratse the huge
resources vequired for the realization of ite mamoth plane,

H.G, Ramachandran told an american audience on fvember 18, 1974,
in New York, that hig political philosophy was based on a "blend of
! socislim, communies and capltalism®, Ha further elucidated that a
gevernment based on this political philosophy was bost suited to the
needs of the people in Temil Nadu, And such & programe would help
them miin thelr economic and gocial goals Q:ped&ﬁ.oualy.ﬂ

%9, The Statesnan (New Delht), Pebruaty 7, 1974, \
40, IHd,

41, ™R Bsp;zins Anna DMK's Polgcy fn US™, Tha Hindu, Novesber
19, 1974,

H



The CPI, Dan »au'y of tho anna DMK since the lattor ¢ase 4intd being
as & political fores !Lu Tendl fiadu, has welcomed Anngism, 1t has aleo
pledged unqumﬁed mrt to Anne IME, Howaver, the DMK was very
eﬁuul of the ontept of fnatam, clatmed by MGR and his follovers
as the original varston of annadurel‘s philosophy, When it wes anmounced,
a DMK -mtntnéar was mpotwd to have quipped that “at last the GPI had

mm tinme to draft it", 42

| m poucy dacmo;nt hae made Anna IMK party's position clear on

varlous iesuei vigepevig tho other political pariies in the country, YThe
stuslarity betwden come of tho objectives of the Atng DMK and some of the
fostures n the 2-Point Kcoronic Programme aswounced by the Prine

( Minister on July 1s 1975, ic pa.ﬂ:lcularly steiking, The document of
actton of the Anng mx 16 duc to be tested when it facos the ruling DMK
in the 1976 General Elections in Tamil Nadu, The party already had a
cake-walk victory in the Dindigul Pariisnentary by-election even without
fomally inmuneing its propramme of action, After ﬁhé release of the

. { document, the amna DMK 45 bettor equipped to fight the Stxth Cenaval

Elections, '




ELECTORAL PERIURMAYN QE

After i1ta successes in the Dindipul and Goimbatore by-elections
and Pondicherry Genersl Elections, the MGR-led Anna DK has emerged '
as s najor politicsl force im Tentl Nedu, 1t was havdly ewpected at
the time of Ramechandren's ¢vpulsion froo the M in 1972, that tha
breskeavay partys in such o shoxt time, would become a sexfous cone
tender fox power, It was diffieuit, ‘even.amﬁngae MCRYs optinistic
supporters, to expect that he would withotond the epulcion from the
MK end thet the erpulsion mui& pey off o hondsomely, The Anna IMX
{founded by MCGR i1 Octodber '19?”2); ‘has since won, apart from the
Dindigul end Pondtcherry Parlonientaty (Lok Sabhe) soats, 12 out of
30 Asgenmbly seats in the thion Territory of Pondichersy ond, in oddie-
tion, the Ooimbatore Assembly seat in Terdl Nodu. By any yvardstick,
it has been o cﬁdn#bie performance for an infant pwp



The anna IMK losder's campeign of cortuption end nepotisn gene.
rated a wave of popular .’tn&wﬂou ehmﬁésout Tamil nedﬁg agat?xlt the
L IME adminigtration. The "MGR Glgmoug” oy "MGR Wave" had its first
politieal test in the byeclection to the fok Sabba Srom Dindigul in
May 1973, The Wyeclection was cavsed byv the death of M, Rajangam, av
m MP. Moreover, the Dindipul byeelection was treated as & test case
by all the major contestantsy thnﬁnmm; the Gongrese {(0)3 the
wuling MK3 and the Congress (R), 'ﬂw Gongregas (0) thought that it
eﬁum score a sipnificant victoxy after its dedacle in the Pifth
Genaral Elections of 1971, After tiﬁﬁ&i hesi totfon, the Oongress (R)
finally decided to g0 it alens, Probably, the lstter wanted to test
ite strongth in Temil Nadu, But, the verdict proved to be uncomfors
table for the tw alleIndlo porties, The 4une DMK, dn epite of
fielding an unkmown candidate, tocorded a Minng vigetory over its
nearast and sore aporienced rival balonging 1o the (wngress (0).

The followving teble pives an indication of the measure of
popular swpport the Anmna MK party had enjoyed over 1ts rivals,
samely, the zuling DMK, the ngraess (0), and the Gngress (R), The
Dindigul byeclaction result (41lustrated in Tsble - 1) proves also
that toth Kaxunemddhi and Zamava) had misjudged the populerity and
masge-base of M.G, Ramachandran,



n

fotal Electorate : 643,704
Total Votes Polled C % 505,253

Totsl Valtd Votes Polled ¢ 06,588

‘8,No., Name of the Rarty Votes Polled Percentage of
, o o A Votes Polled
mmggganuﬁbhaﬁasquwﬂpng?fﬁ;5 e U T A - e o i o G i 0 90

ane X 260,090 . 5,85

Wngress (0) 9,02 23,97
L S | 93,06 . 18,83
Qﬂgﬁ&ss Qh}v | tigﬁﬁ& ' 2.9

W o e

Independents (5) 11,67 2,35
aaﬁ»tt»bunﬂﬁﬁﬁbnﬁsﬁﬁogﬁ&i@&bﬂiwﬁﬁ@n—ﬁaq&&ésbp&vacpabﬁp@ﬁ9&m¢ﬁﬁbﬁ~;.

T07AL: 6,555 100.00

soURa: mmﬁﬁd from the detalls given in
Racorder, July 2.8, 1873, p, 11471,
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The Dindigul defeat was the sscond pajop roverse for the tuling
DMK 1n fourteen monthsl; dn April 1972, the DMK lost amther presti-
glous ty-election in the adjaccnt Undon Terwitory of Pondicherry. The
DMK suffered 1to first defeat in ite confrontation with the Anna DMK
in the Mndignl Lok Sabha byselection when it polled only 93,46 votes
18.83 per cent) as against the breskeaway party's 260,930 (f,e, 52.55
per cent), The DMK f£iniched a poor third in ﬂve out of six Asgembly
.amsutncnetei. However, in the sixth Assembly constituency, Usilam-
patti, reputedly a stronghold of the mmm Bloe, tﬁa MK polled
slightly over 18,000 Votes compared with anna DMK's 44,000 which was
pwoof enough that the Forwerd Bloc's caste.based hold over the . -
- electorate had been thomughtyphakm.a

fel‘qu. the bigpest setback in the by-election was thué‘ of
the (onpress (R), whoge candidate polled & paltey 11,423 votes (2.30
per cent), It 4is interesting to mu'ﬁ\at the sane candidats polled
151,003 votea’ in the 1971 poll, which awplains the aeglﬁhe in popue

larity suffered by the xuling Gongrese party in Tamil Hadu politics,

1. Asian Recovdep, July 2.8, 1973, p. 11471,

The detatled xceults of the Dindigul Parliamentary
election wora!

K. Mayathevar (Annd DMK) 260,9304 B.5.V. Chithan
(Qong-03) 119,032; P, Mathuremalingss (IMK) 93,406}
K., Chesmuaichany (Oong-R) 11,4283 surtimuthu {Ind,) 9,342
Angoma Chetelar (Ind,) 4485 Govindaswemy (Ind.) 6873 Varada
Destkan (Ind,) 502} and Sethuram Thevar (Ind.) 3.

2. Ihd,

3, Wo's Who, BLEgh Lok Sabha, 1971, Rew Delhit Lok Sabhe Secre-
tariat, p,486,



Moreover, tho '&ngte’se initianlly toyed with the 4dea of foﬁains-a third
front with the Anng mganﬁ the CPI, but gbandoned it at the last
moment, On the other hand, (ongress (0) secured 119,032 votes which
vorked bﬁt to 24 per cent of thg votes polled. The Oonpress (0) per-
forumnce was far better than that of the vuling DK and the Congress,

bue &t sioply could mt"ﬁitﬁsttmé the *MCR wave® n Dindigule . ..
7/

: ln the mndlg.xl byaelecuon, the Amng M senYe o!.' 260.000
vatas ‘was aectatvely large? tl\ax: the cnmmned seora of all the other
candidates (nmely ﬁwae of ehe Oangreaa {0), the MK, the Congress (R),
and fi\'e other Inﬂepenﬂeuta), ﬁotallmg 235;&25 4 A landalme v&eﬁoty
of t.hi.a natum by a aew poiiticai party. with i) teeord o£ office and
0»thawtse unable to attmx: nany legialnmts of its pavont orpaniza-
tion to fte fold, 1s vather umicual,

The patty*s vicﬁow in Mndtgul wae largely due to thu ptedo-
mimntly wtal charactey of the i’nrhmt&z‘y conatitucncy, with vomen
ont«numberlng mea.s Hbm%t. pmhibition was tho key iosue whteh |
t41tad the scelos 1n’the Ama BK's avous. The heary ruch of vomen
votera at the polling booths could be iptemtc_ud 6o thetr pzbteat :
againgt the aéreppiag; of prohibition, and as & veaction to the wuin
and turmil vhich was brought to their hoies by the promotion of

drinking by the goverament itsetf.S -

4, This figure ia derived fyom Table 1.
3. Zhe Statesman (New Delhi), March 18, 1974,
6. The Hindu, May 23, 1973, '
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whatever mtghi be the reasons for the success of the Anna DMK,
1t could be ressonably stated that the new party had made Lts presence
fely 1n!‘l’a§ﬂ Nadu politics, Also, the Dladipgul ‘electorate, perhaps, |
lent greater credence to the feeling that thare had boen rampant
corruption in the IMK rule,

(B) mbatoye Byeelections

_ In Tmtl Nadu, the byaclections to the-mimﬁnmm {West)
Agsenbly constituency and (oimbotore Parlisncntary constituency were .

" held in Februavy 1974, Tho Asccmbly ceat was won by the Anne DMK

and the Lok S&bh!a seat by the CF1 with the Anmna DMK's support. Thus,
the Anna DMR-CPL &mbmau@n,; which ecama fnto concrute shepe soon
-after the formation of Anna m}:, won the clections tuch to the discoms !
fiture of the ruling party, Tables 2 and 3 provide the relative
strengths of the contestants in the by-clections o the oinbatore

(West) and oimbatore Parlismomtary constituencies,

The by-elections to tho lok Sabha and the Tanil Nadu Assembly
in Goimbatore excited unugual popular intexest, as it was for the
firat time aftat‘ the cplit fn the Congress (1969) that the two Gongress
parties together tried to put up a detarmined fight, to show that their
algct_anu! mdent@diag.uas in ths larger intsrests of the pecple in
the country. 1t was also a test for MGR's personal popularity after the
lendslide victory of the Anna IMK $n its mﬂﬂen appearance at the
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mm.gua ty-elaction of May 1972, Inboth these eloctions it vas
nainly a ﬁour-abmeed contest, mag the DMR and the Anna nmm
conbine} and thn Gnngmc (K)s@ngms ) imm:s a8 ﬂew Iadepetﬁmns
vhernas the CPL(M) alone deadﬁd tau plcﬂgh its own ﬁumwp

In the Gimbatore (wesi:}' epnsu-tuéfwy, the vacaney was caused
by the death of P, Gopal (IHK) on December 28, 1972, Under the poll
B understanding wrked out between the Prime Miniotor and Romorels the
Gongress (0) put up 4ts cendidoto, C» Jagannsfhan, for the Assembly

ceat,
TABLE - 2
! Jotal Electorate t 94,528
Total Votes Polled ¢ 70,188
Total Valid Votss Pollad t 67,834
" 8,Fou  Neme of the ?iﬂy Votes Polled  Porcentage of
Votes Polled
nﬁhHﬁtoUi@bnwuh.buﬁdQ.pauﬁiq&uonﬁpubonﬁ-tﬁ-gtpunpi@hﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ‘bubc.ﬂnéno.
1 Anna DMK 25,404 57,48
2 Gongress (0) 26,877 $6, 67
3 o . 16,086 23,72
b Independents (3) 1,467 2.16

CHBPORRAOEGEENPTERFRC e Ve S Bene e Bere RPN R NS P ER PRl ebs e suneste

TOTALS _ 67,8364 100.00

SOURCE: (ompiled fron the details given &n The Hin ﬂﬂn
February 28, 1974,
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m@ the above ta‘bles it wuld be clear that the Anna DMK just
noged out the Congress {0) which had made a bold b4 for rejuvenation
in Temil -Na,du. - The DMK has boen relegated to the side-lines by the
snergence of the Amna m, vhich sesms to have cspturcd the mase-base

of the party.

In this eonattuieucy. a vacaney to hold the by‘-elccﬁon wae
caused by the death of K. Baladhendgyutham of the CPI in Mey 1973,
Baledhendayuthan who died fn on air crach ncar Palam; hed been actively
associated with M,C, Remachandran in formulating the major policles
of the Amna DMK. In fact, the CPI lender was the chicf orchitect of
the Ana DMR«CPL alliance, ‘

Mgs, Parvathi Erichnan, wife of N.K. Krishnan, » member of the CPI
Central Seéretaﬁati }and el stor of the late Mohan Kmaram:mg@hi. vas
ehnaeﬂ by t'!e. cPl, ami i.ts poll partner, the mna MK, £uuy backed
her. The DMK put up s. dstmaawmo vhorcas K, Rmam wvas the msm
nonianee, The ﬂsngmaa {)) put :g; S.V. mm:nn as ﬂ;s candidate,

While analysing the rellau.ve strengths of candidates, the Madras |
correspondant of The Times of Indis pave top Milling to the CPL 'm-im’c.7
vho won the ssat wey beck £n 1957, defeating her nearcst Cougress rival

by securing m:-ty 48 per cent of the total Votes cast, Butl, in the

7. The Jimes of Indis (New Deidd), Febsuary 16, 1974,
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1962 éuneral electfons, she lost the same &nsﬁmeﬁw to a Gngress
candidate; Thorssfter, sho sorked as @ trade unfordct t1ll 1967, In
the '196? gemrg"t 'aieetlons; tha CPI{M) candidate, mm, supported

by the DMK, was elected from this Parlismentavy constituency, lle
polled 240,856 votes (1.6., 58 per cant of the bauots cast), Due,
vhen ¢ontesting for t:he 1971 gmeral elections, ha was trounced by the
tonfnes of the MMEsled alitence, Zeladhandayutham, Remant could obtain
only 52,388 votes in that eleemns as agaiuat Mo dcpressive vecord in
the 1967 poll, Aewr&ing to E‘. Rememurtid, the ﬁa&atet loader, tha aim
of the CPIM) wac not so ouch to win as to “teach & loscon” to tha |
Anng DMK for -:pumtng the CEIOM) and embracing Lte political foe, the
C¥I. Thus, the cmm vas contant anly vith the defeat of the cn.
'i'ha DMK m:tdatm mnmmtg reputed to bo e iudustrial—magnate.
joined the fray just before the nonminstions were filed and it was
widely believad at that time thet the DHX felt threatencd, The party
wag reportedly mt éven keeht on _fightmg the Parlimontary by-slection

but was esger to tetain the Assembly seat.

Owlag to the peculiar G rcumstances thet led to hor nomination
in 1974, the cm candidate, Mro, Parvathi Erishnan, clicited t& |
syspathy of the electorate., Hor brothar, Moban Kurarsoengaise, died
in May 1972 in the seme alr crach nesr Palan, slong with the CPI
stalware, K, &Mhmdwut&m. Subsequentiy, Marudachalam, who was
originally chosen by the CFL to contest, died of a beart atvack before
he could file his romination pepers, Thus, Mrg, Xrishnan entered the
iraﬁ virtually in the last soment, But the Anna DMK enétmia-ttcany



welcomed hor can&datﬁm. Hoyoover, har wik as & vatoysn trade-
unfonist in the industrial belt of (odmbatowve pleced hor ot a relative
_advantags. It was espectud of her to capture the wridng=cless vote

in the inbatore Parliamentsyy oonsgtstuency,

TABLE = 3

. fotal Blactorate + 653,428
Total Votas Polled t 493,708
Sotal Valid Votes Pollad 1 481,217

R |,

S.80, Mama of the Party Votes Polied Porcentage of '
: Votes Polled

o o s gy Wl w0 Qéﬂ‘d*aﬁﬁtiha&ttﬁQ@Q»npﬁﬂﬂnpﬂmﬂuuuuﬁp- 0 W

1 12,488 35,84
2 Ongeess (0) 16,388 35,50
s o | | 80,827 18,67
4 @ | s, 7,64
5 . Indspendents (2) . xé,zsa 2,73

.ih..@t&#s.iﬁ&-bohioomn&Q‘ﬁDﬁuv@tybb@uhﬁ¥.ﬁﬁnut#.&bnnaupnu.ﬂnot..ncc

TOTALY 481,217 100,00

SOURCET Gorpiled from the details given in Jhe Timos
of Indta (Rew Delhi), February 28, 1975,

-



The CPl nominee, Mgn, Parvathi Krichnsn, wou the byselection
by a margin of only 2,501 votes over her nearest Qngress (0) rival,
S,V, Lakshmansn, In the 1971 election, the CPL.IMK alliance cendi~
date, 1ats Paledhandayuthem, had von the ssue seat by & margin of
77,058 votes over his nearest #ival, The two Independonts by their
meagre support proved the incongrulty of the tole of the Independents
in the coutemporary politics of Tanil Nadu,

The Anns MK won the two by-elections it had 5o far contested
in Tamil Nadu, Humvn; it electoral pertner, :he‘crt. elw
retained the prestiglous (imbators Lok Sabha seat to the discomfie
ture of the ruling DMK, the CPI(M) end the Gongress (0) perties,

From the above w‘wo?-. u{ would be obvious that toth the
Oongress (0) candidates lost the two Mimbators byscloctions very
~nsrrowly, The Mngrass (0) periomancs vas iodeed impmuiu and
_the support recetved from tha Congress (R) might have boen largely
vospongible for this showing. Perheps, snother reason for the
partial rehiabiifitation of thy (ongress (0) w-when £{% came within
smiffing distance of victory «wewas the slectoral compsct agreed
tpon betwecn the Prime Mintster and the Congress (0) lemder, Kemaraj.
Accordingly, they plunged in e Joint election camaipgn which drought
them good dividentss though limited to the Mimbatore end Pondicherry
elections, In this context, the spscial correspondent of Ihe Statesean
noted that "the Osngressmen do mot appear to be downcast, On the
contyary, they sesn to bo satisfied that, f#4ghting ogninst heavy odds,
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the party lost oaty by small mx@.m%s L

- special article. m.bt,e 10 almost edmtlay tone snd oboorved that "the
Gongress (0) pecformance tu-raa;mhanora»haa halped Mr. Eamaraj to stow
thet 4n Teatl Hads st least, hie party has toherited tho mantle of
the undivided Congress™, It noted that Kamara] "was sble to demons
strate that the two Gongress parties ¢an join to poge o challenge

to the suling DMK as well as the anna DMK 4n the 176 electtonsn,?
The ruling m in (Mabﬂme waa s‘elegateﬂ to the thizd pocitionj

for the. Patumenmty aeaﬁ 34 Qemm only 18, 67 per ceat of votes
and for the Asmbly mt it @btamed 23,72 per tem: of wnm

The Aana K fender, H.C, Bamachundran, admitted that hig
party's performance at e:tmbawre was rone mo mwine;ing wnplved
to its perforasnce in the Dindigul by-clection of May 1973, But,
MGR esserted that in actusl fact the Victory in Goimbatove should
be considered more signiflcont than the one at Dindigul fn the
previous Year, because the odds in the fowmer case wers overwhslme
ingly against the Anna DMKCPT alliancet firatly, tho Congress (R)
extended its support to the (bngress (0) with funds and all the
other resources at its command} secondly, the power and machinery
of the yuling DMK provided stiff p.ppositinman‘!. finally, uim |
parties like Swatantra corpromised with the Oongress (01 to thwart
the progress of Anna o, 10 '

-

8, Manian, V.5,, “(ongress Mot Dowtrcast By Reversecs in South®,
Tha Stgtesmgn (New Delhd), March18, 1974,

9. Prasadean, V.C., "anna IMK Now A Major forcet mecuon
Succasses®, Jhé Timns of Indig (New Delhi), Mavch 8, 1974,

10, Author's interview with H.G. Remachandran, Madras, July-1974,
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The supporters of Amna MK+ CP1' alifanca attributed the ﬁouoﬁ.ng
mmns for theiy low swoving victories: ’ ‘
(1) In mmguz. the_mly saaue &t steke was #tatliat the
' DMK oy the Arina (MK was the *real Kazhagan', vhereas
- in Cofabatore (end Pondichorry) thare wore & ‘welter
of political issues's

(14) In pindigul, the Gngress (0) and the ruling DMK vere
over-confidont, wems m Minbatove thesv vere len
complacenty

(341) Industrial Cofmbatoie has alwqyi‘bg‘m prow (bngress}
(1v) At the last ninute, the ruling IMK diverted its votes
to the Congress and

(v) The mttﬂllata and lnadla:da of tbin’bawm backed the
cbngran.u

But, according to the official daily of the Amna DMK, Thennegm,
the .chi_ﬂmnt of the Anna DMK-CPI front, deepite heavy odds, was the
victory “mt of personal glamour but of the glemour of tdeslogy™.
Bowever, it was observed that in spite of MOR's chariana and the com-
mitted vote of the CPI, the fact gﬁat the Anna MGEI front berel;i
was able to scrgpe through, {5 o walcome sign for the Cbugt'gu.m
Whatever night bo the inference, the Anng MK won the two by-elections
it contested (Dindigul Iok Sabha scat and the (bimbatore {(VWest) Assenbdly
scat) and slso helped its alliance partner; the CPl, tv defend the

11, The Statemnan (New Dalhi), March 18, 1974,
12, Iid, |
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@sinbatore Lok Sabba sost, 1n the by-elections hetd £rom Tanil Nedu,
Hence, the bresk-oway party made serious dont fnto tho mase-bose of
the ruling IMX party, once consideved fnvincible, MHoreover, people
are mqte prone to jndge Py party ﬁnpﬁtc«é rather by i;ca:- pgrﬁéméxu
then by Les lofty pronises nede during tho election carpaign. That
there was & groving disenchantment with the DMK was clear from the
victories of the mm in the Dindigul ll‘o‘k Sabhy Hy.clection in
Mey 1973, This trend was further confirmed vhen the DMK lost both
tn the Gimbatore lok Sebha by-clection and a by-claction to the
Tantl Nadu State Asmbiy 1:;_?,%39 seme digtrict in February 1974,

The Unton 'l‘emﬁazy a.f Pondi cherry claimed thoe focug of attens
tion during the yeer 19743 £irst, because of the unusual intevest 1t .
gensrated as a result of the Lopislative Asseably elections) .secondly,
the fomation of Anna IMK govertment and {ts fall within three weeks,
the uprosr it émm 88 & sequel o ﬁx:o rre,sidént.ul order on Pondi.
cherry funds and finelly, due to the Pondicherry Licence Scandal,
which rocked the'enttu Winter Session of Parliement, 1974, Of course,
we are concerned here with the vew first asmpect, namcly, the Third
General Elections to the 30-member Legielative Aseembly,

A lieele over a quarter million voters in the Unfon Territory
‘ci Banﬁchem mt to the polls on Pebruary 24, 1974, to elect 30
nembers to the Legtphuu Asgenbly and 4 representative to the lok
Sabka,

»
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This was the third tims that the general elcctions were held
in Pondicherry after it becamc & Union Torritory in 1963, nearly 10°
yaars after the French relinquished their control over the 480 square

kilo-matyre mmmry.”

whan France pave up its posscosions in our
ecountey, the Govertment of Indis agreed to pressrve the identity of
the far-flung pockets as an igland of Prench culture. later, the
Covernment of Indta accordéd to Pondicherzy the status of Unton
Torrttory, OF the thirty (30) eeats to tho Legislative Assembly,
21 belong to Pondicherry proper wile six seate bolong to Kareikal

and two to Mahe and ons to Yanan,

fotably, the constitucncics in Pondicherry are cnaller than
aven the mmicipal wards {n Tamil Nedu, The Blggest constituency,
namely, Muthialpet, has 12,260 voters, the gallest boing Yansm with
less then 5,000 vétaka. The averags rumber of votars, which ranges
£tom 7,500 o 8,000, makes it ideal for doorwto=-door cawassing,
providing relatively -guam soopea for the play of money,

 The Gngress Party in Pondicherty has had a chequored cavest
during the perfod between 1955 & 67, 1t won sn absoluts majority
in the slections held in July 1955, soon after the informal transfey

13. The Undon Territory of Pondicherry consists ofi (a) Pondicherry
on the Restern coast, whete £t 16 en enclave in the district
of South Avcot in Tanil Naduj () Karvaikel, South of Pondie
cherry, 1 an encleve in the Tenjors district Ain Tamil Naduj
(¢) Yenam, situated in the Codgvart delta of Andhra Pradesh}
and (d) Mshe, on the loft benk of River Mgho, i5 an encleve
ia the Cannanove digtrict m Rerals state,



84

of four French possessions, m, Pohﬁiﬁhertm Karaikal, Mche and Yanam,
to India in 1954, When in 1964, the first general elactions were held
in Pondicherry, after 1t became s Unfon Territory, the Gongress votained
{te hold over the ares, Apsin, in 1967 elections, it won comvincingly,
But autyiidngiy the party hod fotled on all occasions to stay on 4n
pbier‘ for a full texm, ﬂlﬁ wnpress gﬁvamfnenta were not Etai:la‘ due to
.facttomu‘ﬁ within the party ranke, wbieis lod to ﬁmﬁwt £looyecrossings
by the logislators. In fects ths IMK goverment headed by Femwok Mavicar
(who had earifer defected from the Oongress), had the distinction of
\/bei'ng in office for the lonpest period in Pondicherry, BDut, it too
fell & victin to defections jnzﬁl two nonthe before comploting e full
quinquennium &n office, But, it did not 10 any way afiect the election
schadule, 85 thase alpctions wore dus to be held in February 1974, the
tine oripinally eet for the polls, | |

At the time of the electfons fn Pondicherey, §,0., it February
1974, the Union Territory was placed under President'’s rule, The exit
of the DMK givamment vas sccolerated following the dofoctions fronm
MK to the Anng IMK, ‘ma BE, enjoylng & slender ngjority in the
So«membar Asaeﬁbl_yg vag reduee] o o mivovity with the defection of
tw sinicters and & loghalator to the Anna (MK, The DMK ednietry, in
fact, had apttetm:rus extigtende goon ef‘ter: the withdrowal of the CFI
support 1n spril 1973 from the coelition, thus, 1t could rot survive
this altogethor new cviste, A8 1t was, the sudden blow came from
vithin, which pazalgyzpd the government and wes much wre sméu. |
Moreover, it badly -mggm the party's strength and revealed the
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growing dissotisfaction within 1to ranks, Lad Alsos the DMK had lost
the advmugp of being in office ,.durlng the crucial period preceeding
- the elections, On the contrary, the @ngtasg frong ~ consiating of
Congress (0) and Gongress (B) wwviewad the Prestdent's rule as &
toon to its prospects in the onguing elections: The feoling during
those doaye was that '?ondtei:em i ght veleane new political forces
and forsshadow a new politicsl set.up for the w;mtty'%”s

Another motabls t;zstmmbzﬁ the empypence of Anna DMK in Tenil

Hadu politice hes been the mmiderable ewgion of tho DMK mase-base,
The anna DMK party m fectng the firet levpoescale cleetfon in its
shoxt but fmpressive career, Aalong with the CPI and more than the
DMK, it projacted the fmage of "being anti-establichment both at the
reglonal level and the Cantre'® and this muld be to its sdvantage.

1t was, however; widsly hold that the real battle was atrictjly Abatuaen
| the Anns DMK and the conbined ongress, with the Sormer having an edge
over the lgttarg In case the anng DMK did o more than eplit the DMK
vote, the'@iﬁgms stood a falr chence of omerging as the largest

single grouwp.

The elections to Pondicherry gaired considerable stgni€icance
because 1t was expacted to prove the validity of tho new expertment
of the tw C(onpress pacties, Jotntly facing the electorate foé the

1‘& “ﬂ*!! at Bey", wg__m (New Dalhl), Jamary 1, 1974,
15. Auxita Bexsx Patxiks, Semsry 1, 1974,
16«' Ibs Fxge Bxseg doumal (Ponbay), Jenuowy 26, 1974,
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first tive after the (ongress party bad sjly, Kemaral end Myc, Cenchd
eddressed election méeﬂﬁs& together mﬂ stressed the need for streng-
thening the natfoneliet forces, Nelther of them mentioncd ‘old Gongress
or 'new Congress'; but by fmslication suggerted that the Congress label
app'uefﬁ\ to both @e&'parﬁ.éé jointly contentiung the slectlons, HKemara _
colled on the p_wéie to cosoperate with Hes, Gandld in lLor “gteat task
of bringing ebout & big chenge in our coctety™ ihe Prime Mintster,
in her epcoches, ba;@ veferred to and welconed the woecporation extended
'W the Gongress (0) lcader, Kamaraf, and m-._méad thot the w-operatiqn
mught.uas not for any tempovary gains svd might wall oxtend for future
oo, 'Kevare§ and 1 a_i;ré umm in solving this country's pmblm",m
she clatmed. It wes aleo 8aid that C. Subrsmaien, in ono of bis
election gpeeches, mede & cryptic remark that there vas no more any
"old® or “"new™ (ongress in Tamil Nadv and Pondicherry, but only one

Heommon aangmu“,m

All tho other contestents looked upon the elees
tions in Pondicheryy as a strav in the wind for the peneral eclections
in Tanil Nadu due in 1976, The big turout at the mcotings jointly
addressed by the Prime Ministor gnd Kanera] was interpreted by ongrasse
men as a sving of voters in thetr fgvour, The Mg crowls comprised »
sizable nunber of Gongresemce &nd members of the Sivuidl Cencoan Fans?
dsocletion from many parts of YTamil Hodu conteibuted o the personal

popularity of both Mys, Gandbl and Kemavaj,

18, 1bdd, .
19, Zhe Statesuan (Hew Delhi), February 18, 1974.
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The m’: was in @ dﬂ-m about what to do in iha changing
circumstances, Ths MR boss,; Karunanddhis had anmunced a 9eparty
allisnee for fighting the Pondicherry Assenbly elections and the
Coimbatore Wcseiazaoaé. Indeed, it was a strange ellisnce, for
except the IMK, mone of its alliance partners . the Socdelist Party,
The Foyward Bloc, the Tanil Avasu Kezhapgam, the Dravida Karhagas and
the Tamil Nadu Cbumunist Party, the Muslim Losgue and the Toilers'

- Party «=wore of sny significance either in Temil Hedu or in Pondie
cherty,

The drematis personac of the Pondichorry eloctions were fascl-
natingly td@gxﬁgbh by theiy names, aﬁthﬂ:ﬂma and pronises, For
the Congrese front, the chief poll campaigners were Mrs, Gendbd,
Kamaraj #nd Taxil £1lestor Sivaji Canesen; for the DMK the Chief
Hinister of Temil Nedu, Karumnidhi, was tho main votescatcher; and
for the Anna DME.CPl combination M,G. Ramachandran and Bhupesh Gupta
took charge of the I;Muaﬁan; They conducted extensive tours of the
Union Territory to éonvm;a tha oasses about theiy lﬁiw progrannes,

However, the spotlight was more on the t.wn famous cinesartists
wmH,G. Remachandran and Sivaji Gonesen ~cgmpatening on behalf of
their respective alignments, namely, the Anna IMK.CPI progressive
group and the Congress (R)-Conpress (0) £ronk, Accovding to a eurﬁm:
juka. vhich to some extent sumarised the mood of the slectovate,
“there ate only tw partias in Temil Nadu and thay ave led by rival
£ 1n-stars, MCR leads one and Siveji the oth.emm The DMK, which

Rl

whakrm:mn. R.K.. "liheu Matinee Idoh ars mt !dle"
, ndustan Times, Fabmry 21, 1974,




was once the only beneficiary of "star fmvolvement” for propaganda
and motiitzation, had been bereft of it ever since HNGR'o expulsion.
The _pnrti cm only parade a fov vﬁogjaer stars and junior artists Mke
Muthu (Karunanidhi's son), who do not glitter half as bright as the
stalwarts in the two opposing camps, Yig,s the Ama DK and the
Congress (0),. But, the DMK hoped that “the tw glants wuld neutres

e and the vesultant adventage wuld be in tts kenn,

" ‘fhe anna DMK lesder, MCR, m the darling éf the cﬁmﬂe. vhen
the “star” campoigner launched & whirlwind slection tour in Pondicherry.
Indeed, "MCR wave" wao ewecping through ths Undon Territowy in the
prespoll aaés. The md m Righ thmané was very optimistic vhen
it clatmeﬁ thats "4f money. m‘t‘. buy votas, then Pondicheryy is ours®, 22
But, the Congress front on -!:!w other hand felt that much of the frenzy |
wvitnessed at the meotings addrossed by MGR, as being a pascing attrace
tion of the people fox a moviesptar, mﬁher, aceording to the
. Congress front, politieal diserotion -rathéz than the cxcitement for
£ilm-star wuld assert on the polling day, -an:. it had also prossed
fato gervice snothor noted filmegtar, Sivaji Canesan, to cempaign for
the Congress front, If the C:b‘x’:-gtais exporiences in the 1967 and 1971
genaral elections ave any indication, “Sivajl Ganesan's past campaigns
for the (ongress (0) had proved mot only ineffective but actually
anuuﬁc,ts-pmduenvg".”- For, Sivaji Ganesan after initially actively

m’-. g, :
» Radhakrishean, R.R., “Pondy Under MGR Spell", jhe Aindustan
Iizes, Fobruary 12, 1974,

+ Radhakristman, R.H., ‘Honey Vg, Star Fower”, The Hindustan
: m Februsry 13, 197% '



assoctating himself with toth Dravida Kaghagan and the DMK, leter on
switched over to the (Gongress ond ever since his appeal to the filo-
loving masces has eai:sidwabiy wagkened, mt. MGR's agrociation with
the DMK had been a'.nn'oﬁ a Youtual retnforcement®, &g the party
made use of him m propagands purposes and the tﬁm-éwr in big iurn
bugit ‘q; his illustrious carecer tidtb mq!mliiieﬂ swpport fron the |

. party cedres. When he founded the am DK, his "star cppeal® bad

' ‘naturally been a mojoy supportsbase ﬁor the new parr.y

o A raa_u,rci mmber of 216 nominations vere flled by various con
- testants, ahd only tws were rojected. Aftor withdrowals on Jenuary
31, 1974, 108 candidatas were left dn the field, The party-wise
‘breakeup of the contesting candtdates wass IMK 26; Gongress (R) 143
Gongrees (0) 165 Anna DMK 2135 CPL 7§ CPI(M) 5 and Indcpendents 19,
This compered with the fo iloﬁ.ng breakeup in the 1969 Pondicherry
general elections: DMK 193 cet 73 undivided Oongress 303 and Inde-
pondents 20,. For the 1974 elections, the egstwhils ruling party,
the DMK, put up the largest nunber of candidates, $,¢.» 26, and the
| CPL(M) the lowest numbor, L.eys ondy 5,29

With thres viable fronts 4n the running, namely, the mx
front, the Anna IMR-CPL allisnce, and the Congress {mudtmgrau 0)
‘condination, sipgndficantly thore was mo strafpht contest in any




constituency. Thers weve sixtoen triengular contests, nine fours
comered and five a?ulti—gétﬁered .cpntgut.as; As nany as 25 ma'mbel'l qt
the dissoived Assenbly @iﬁeluélng 11 nivdstors =« tiore 4n the fleld,
mominated by all the competing zﬁants, Mm!;tﬂng o o political
comnentator, _“éhis should reveal the mnumtng hold of loeal :;ntmgu
men over the political frenﬂﬁ“.” _In the 1969 eloctions, the pattern
of contests wasi aeventesn straight, ten trienguler and three four-

There were only two wmen candidstes ~-Mrps, Ssracwathi Subbelash,
v&fé ‘of the m auiwartg vho contested fmtil the Aﬁy&wmppau constdtu-
ency on the CEL ticket, and Mo, C,5. Jayslekshui, tho Anng DMK candt-
date vho contested from Yanam, But, both of them ultimately lost, the

- former to P,C, Purushothas Reddiar of the Gongress and the latter to
Kenichetty S, Varsprassdarap, en Independent candidato supported by
the DMK, |

© the former Chief Minister, Pawrook Maricar, wes opposed by two
student leaders in the wwat constitueney ~wVaradhan {(Atms M)
and D, Aonamalal (dngress-0), Amther fomer Chief Minister, V., Vene
katasubba Reddiar, was facing S, Venkatachalapathy (anna DMK) and
5. BRamsmurthi (tf-i!} in the Nettspakkam constitusncy, wvhich was repre-
sented by the former minister, D, Remschandran, who shifted to Mennadte
peth for the 1974 poll, Als, S, Remasumsy, former thme Mfﬂ.iui';
contested on the Ama DMK ticket fyvom the Karsikal South constituency,

.

23, Jhe Bindusten Times, ?ebwa?y 13, 1974,
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while 1n 1969 he was returned from Neravi constituency on the DMK
ticket; The Specker of the dissolved Assenbly, M.S. Selvaraj (DMK),
contastod from the Raj Mwas constituency in mn&tehéﬁ?; which “.1
held by the Congress, He was opposed by plona Kontharal of the
Gongress (R) and K. Jothi (anna DMK), Selvare) hod ropresented the -
Karaikal South 4n the dissolved assembly, The CPL leader, V. Subbatsh,
 was oppoged by the (onpgrees (0) amd DMK rlvzala in the Roddiarpelayen
eonst&tueﬂcy»; 'me cmm, in a gastufa of ‘parwml podwill to the
only CIl haﬂar meeptabte to :u:. did not ﬂald o cendidate agatnst
Subbateh, It even pmﬂmé full emppott w him 26

Making fta eiactnm& dabut l.na the Unfon retritéry end virtually
eoing tt alone, the CPI(N) flolded 5 candidates,?’ Thio vas after its
negottations with the Anna DMK md CFL Broko down over the (oimbatore
Parilamentary ceat, ‘

‘ i?er tha Pondicherry Lok Sabh byoelecuonpza there were seven

. candidatas in the fiold: 8. Oiva Pragass Reddiar (Oonpress), Aravinds
Dals Pajenor {Ama DYK), N, Rajares (DMK), XYllango (Independent),
Dadala Ramanayya (Independent), €, Rangtewsny (Indepondent), end .

S. Sonasundaran (Independent),

6, The Hindustan Iimes, Februery 13, 1974, ,
27. And it won 3 gurprising victory, vhen the CPI(M) candidate won
fron Mghe,

28, The by-olection was caused by the doath of 5, Mohan Kunsramans
gtlem ((ongress), the Unton Mintstar for Steo!l and Hegvy
Industyy, wbo dled in an aix crash vesr Palan afr port, New
Delhi, QB May 31, 19?3, :
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The GQonpress froat hed not :pist; out any election mnﬁiﬁeaﬁm
Ramaraj, the Gngrsss (0) leader, thought that it was rodundent to
fasue enything ke that, for it wuld be nothing mre then & convens
tional pleasantyy, He addressed over 100 election meung,q md gava
the impression that wﬁ;xamet he satd migﬁt pase for tha (ngress |
front's poll pledges to the peocple, The party promiced on ‘ézf.s.ciant :
~ ond honest agdninistration with a "nationalist out-look®, Ale, it
pronmised to fight for fuller statehood for Pondicherry atid better

ecotonde developmant and "all the yest of pood and grest t.bings“.‘m

The Anna DMK and 4tz poll partucr, the CFI, :l.s;sl_xe& Geparate

_ mani fectoes, Theso two menifestoos sounded @é if they wore comple-
vmtary to cach other, The Anna DMR's progratne wac ascentially
leftiot in content and was obofously in conmnance with the cm line,
The Anna DMK has aleo promiced to strive for securing full statehood
for pbmc;mtry. The other imbmimt"p‘mmieu made 4n it 26.point
' mandfesto includet sotting up'.#f consultative comittec for the
redressal of grievances of WaMt anployees} vecoval of slm;!g
anomalies in pension and dearness allowance rules of foxmer French
govermuent ep loyeesi intwduction n!-?aﬂical land roformss supply

of femmurz ed other espential articlos to farmers et fair prices;
control over food prices} effbrts to set up & major induotry in the
Union Territory} encouragsment to sml._l»-‘ccule m:h;atrieas promotion

ines, Pabtuary 12, 1974,




93

of the Texil language; fight ageingt doposfition of Hindi; establishment
of & separate High ourt} special assisteree to tho Scheduled Caste |
people .ama ‘the down. trodden, E‘ﬁrzhoz, tt promised penoxdus eid to the .
ttahuw community, which 18 the majority comsunity in the Union
'nmwry. Also, the party, if voted to power, promiped to choose 1ts
menbors after consultation with the voters, The manifosto. enjoined on
it zepresentatives who arc elected to scalt the electorate's tonfidence
once in every two yaars. It elaired that the prineiple of the electos
rate’s vight to Yrecall? the éﬁﬁng 'mmsemu&es 5 dmplicit i':n this
mﬁ#ﬁt&.m o

The IMK's olaction manifesto was a velteration of its oft. repestod
aleganéa, “masita mam'c at the 'iiaﬂt:re and self-role in the stetea”,
Moreover, ﬁ.;t pledgod o £ight for etate wwm. 1t alep-p_mmim
stabtlity &!;d plenty, 1£ retugned to poweyrs The IMK chief, Kerunanidhi, .
tn hie election speoches, alluded to his povernment's racord in Pondfe
cherty in successfully brinptng cbout "&m green revolution and achieving
surplus food production, The DMK alew promised to work for securing
statehood to the Unden Territoey, and o wge the Contrsl guvei:!ﬁant o
sanction a £ree port, &n ale port, new reilway lines between Pondicherry
and Tindivenam and from Pondicherry to Eeraikal, to follow up government
efforts for petting wp an atomic power plant and a tolevision etation,
It promised to tske steps to prevent the imposition of Hindi as the
mediun of instyoction in the proposed Central University and to give a
special status to Tamil language,

30, jbid, S ’
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o
Described as an sppendepe to the Amma DMK documents the CPI mani.
festo promiosd full employment to all the educated uncuployed, advocated
for the take-over of the only textile mill in the Unfon Territory, The
party aleo promised to join the battle against cormuption in public Mfe,

. 3

The CPI(M) did not Lscue a poll oanifesto, But it castigated the
sgpportunist® CFl for supporting the Congress esleswberc and i:ppoung the
sama party in Temil Hadu and Pondicherry, The Marxist lagdém P, Rama-
| murthi, satd thet the party joined the fray only o “aducate the alec-

torate” on the “futility of voting foy the “oyndieate,. Indicate or the CPIV,

S.No. Parties Nurbox l1o,0f Pereens Valid Percentsge of
of ¢an- seats tape of Votes Votes

didates won - seats rollad

W e s e 0 R A W TN O e 0 W e Ve O R R e S S e O i i BB

1 anna DMK 21 12 40,00 60,062 27,88
2 D 26 2 667 47,818 21.87
3 ongress (0 16 S 16,67 41,408 18.94
4  Gongress 14 7 2383 S4,06 15,88
5 om 7 2 6,67 18,468 8.43
6  crm 5 1 838 2,787 1.28
7 Iodependents - 19 1 833 12,76 s.81

A B O WA A 0 IV e 0 WAy O 0 0 Gl i e 0 O D 0 0 A T PO T WU G Vg O N - O 5 O O O AR A

A

?‘* New mibﬁ Mecuan mmiaﬁunl of die, 19?#
. PPs 24648, ' '
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The anna DMK emepped as the largest single party in the third °
guneral ﬁléctSons held 4n Pondicherry in February 1974, The party
won as many as 12 out of 30 sests to the Agsembly but narovly sissed

-the distinction of securing g&_abanlate ma}arity in the House, |

Tor the IMK and fts teglonsl satellites (alliecs); 1t vas an
electoral digastor. The DMK, the majority party of 'we@, could cecure
only tw pgeats out of twentvesix »*segté..itha- maxiour by cny single

paxty in mqﬂiclwrty"} s it &atested; PRor the IME", the Link nagazine
| ﬁoa asserted, "which ruled the State fom 1969 .., \ilt.‘ was s humiitating
éeteat”'“ owcver, in terts of populay votes, it w;a still the second
‘best political ggﬂﬁ; Thotgh 1t won only tw peats, ':{t wOn 88 Many as
. 474813 votes, L,gs tearly 22 por cent of the total valid votes cast,
indicating that its populor base was still mowe or less oound, In the
. 1969 elections, when the DHK won 15 out of the total zeats, 4t had
‘polled 35,7 per cont of the valtd votes,™? |

The two mﬂmsa partics “t&g @ngrocs (0) and the Gongress (R)
«= could nuster nearly 35 per cent of the popular votes only, Tha
Gngress (0) accounted 'for 19 z&ex cent of the populoy votes and the
Congress (R} 16 per cent. Ebuever, the total vote 0£ tho Congroos shows
the continuation of a steady declining trend in ite popularity since
1964, ‘Togother, these two partics won 12 soats in 1974 «w Congracs (0)
33 end Gongress (R} 7, end they cntested all the ceats 2o botweon e

31, Link, March 3, 1974, p. L.
32, The Tioes of Indtg (New Dolhi), Pebruary 28, 1974,
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tw more than in the dissolved House vhen the undivided CGongress hed a poll
pcreemagtv of 44,2 in vinning 10 seats in the electione held in 1969.” 1t
won 21 seats snd polled 54 per cent of the papulae vote in tha first general

elections of Pondtcbgm. hel_d in 19615.3_&_

for the Gmmuniet Party of ladia (CP1), the anta IMK's alliance part
ner, it m rather d dissppointing performances YThe party lost in terms of
both seats won and the votes poiied; 1t won only 2 seate (out of 7 contested)
and about 8,5 per cent of yapuiat votes, 4s against this, the party won 3

seats and 12,69 per cent of popular votes in the 1969 eiactions.”

m Marzist OQommunist Burty (CPI-M), whxch wn a suipt'lu victory dhouv
1t bagged the Mahe (on the Kerala coast) oeats vhile naking 1ts debut in the
'vnien\ femmry; 1t mﬁld only eﬁwn 1,3 per eent of the popular vote.. of
 the five canﬂiéam it ﬁe&deﬂ.. ﬁout lost thete doposits. But, ‘thc CRI{M)*s
vietory was simiﬁmt. in tho nense that it entered tha fray only to 'teach
a Iuﬂm‘ to its former Dindigul poll partners (the Ama DMK and the CF1),
*had the last laugh,36

The 19 Indepondents, _‘tbgatherg polied about 5,8 per cent of the valid
votes, won only one seat, when en Independent candidate triwmphed from the
Yenem constituency on the Andhre coast, They polled slightly wore than half
tha pnmnnga (11,06) rveglstered by the twenty Imendmts contested in
the 1969 poll,

~ Othey significant findings aves ~ the honour of obtatrdng the highest
rumbey of votes, by any candidats, in the Pondicherry clections went to the
Anng DMK, 1to candidate, V.M.C, Varads nma. m wn fron Nevavy Crand

33, m..!!aimw *‘ebmary 8, 1976.
34, Eoon 1 peskly,

35, The H

36, Pfasadrw, v. G., "&nna mx &w A ﬂsjor Forcet Eleet&an Succegses®,
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aldes mnéutuew; secured 5,313 votes out of 8,871 valid votes polied‘
| {about 60 peé 'cqnen t.*h; to wonen candidates «—Mre, Savaswathi Subbaieh
snd Mra, C.S, Jayalakem .-#la:st ﬁa theiy tﬁdoubtgblé opponents.

. About 82.77 por cent of ehe voters exorcised their franchise in
!:hc 1974 elece!nna. At m placaa. the tumwom of votore at the peli-
| tng hooths m ahove 90 per cents  The part»y positinns in 1974 are given
10 Table = 5 together vith tios of 1964 and 1969, also, the grephical
reptasanmtion on pgga 97-& wuld gtve party-viss mpteseznt&tion in the
| 1964, 1969 end 1974 rhndtcham gmetal elections,

S.No, Name of the 1066 16 1974
Political Party

LT T ) n‘.ﬁoiﬁng-d‘ A o A0y 0 T W i Ll ¥ ﬁpp.ﬂ'ﬁb‘ Q.bbt'ﬁ.iﬁﬁbnni.d
Ve

1 Gngress ‘2 10 12"
2 L e 15 2
3 Anna DMK e | - 12
4 ot - 3 2
5 omon - e 1
6 Peoples* Front 4 v - -
 J 1ndependents ‘ 3 2 1

D U o A A g i o s VO e O R 006 T A O A 0 0 M o - D A Y W A O

TOTALS . % 30 30

* ngress (R)-ngrass (0) conbine,
SOURCEs Astgn Recorder, April 0e15, 1974, p.11941,
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Total Electorste 4 264,108
Total Votes Polled 1 225,335

otal Valid Votes Polled 1 217,008

S.No, Rame of the Party Votes Polled Percentage of
' _ Votos Polled
A TR e e A g ﬂi&{u'-oibhﬁﬁ 0 g S VI B0 . R A R S e
1 snna DMK : 864362 39,63
2 Congress o a2k 34,08
3 2 S L Anae 21,68
&  Independents (4 10,000 4,61
gﬁ,-.n-ihdv!-'“hvﬁﬁnﬁaabp_-ﬁa&@ﬁl&pﬁ-ﬁwﬁqnﬁ@ﬁm#ﬁﬁﬁﬂ**“’mﬁ%ﬁﬁvq«pnugc;y :
TOTALS ' 217,905 00,00

SOURCEs Gompilled from the details piven in Jhe Jimes of
m (M %lhﬂ,ﬂateh 1 1974. R 7

.

The Aans DMK candidate, Awvinda Bala Pajenors; amnaxsd the
Pondicherry Lok Sabha sest, defoating hia nearest (®ngress rival,
8, Siva Pragass Reddiar, by a comvincing margin of 12,115 wotes in &

savenscornered contest, As tho ﬁgniée- in the table epeak, the anna
Mg Qbtained 29,63 per cent of the total votes polled, vheress the

hngress ‘sacured 34 pné cent, axa mx ‘sesured only 23 per cent and the
four Indepandents, together, obiained a paltry 4.6 por cent of the
pépulag vote, " ‘



The Lrrelevance of the tvo Comunist parties md of those
without any poldticel affiliations (lndepenﬂentsh in Tomil Nadu
pﬁliﬁc‘ hes once agaln become mmaawzy clear. The Communist
movenant which was strong in tho compoatts Modras Stotes had become
very insignificant after the formstion of linguistic states, More-
over, the party's leftist thimder m gtolen ty the DK, which was
naking a determined $d to dust the welleentyenched (onptess from
power, The Comuunist Party's wreck was complete with the party
split in 1964, From then on, nefther of the partics .. the Pl or
the Cﬂﬁﬁ e has wOn a single Loglslature gseat in ‘i‘mii Nadu on
its own", 57 The feature of the 1974 Poﬁd&cb@m poll was the decline
of the CP1 in the Union ‘i‘qmmzy vhere 1t is suppoced & be strong
on sccount of {ts mle in the Pondicherry £roedom prrupgio, It won
only two peats: Another notable featuve M= ths 1974 clactions, was
the cclipse of national parties like the Socialist Patty, the Jan
sangh and the Swatantre Party, Aleo, parties like the Forverd Blocy
the Muslinm Leagus, have become to insignificant At the Tamil Nadu
politgcai scede that it fe doubtful whethor they con win any election

AN

on their own ct:‘eugth;

Further, the voting psttern in both Pondicherry and Coimbators
shows that in spite of 1ts being routed at the elections the MK had
polled & substantiel psrcantage of popular vote, The DHK and the Anng
DMK togsther polied 49,72 per cent valid votas, constituting roughly
balf the totsl ballots cest, tndesd an ipibvevent in 1ts perfomence

37, The Times of Indis (New Delhi), March 8, 1974,



as compexed to tha 1969 poll, On the other hand, the two Congress
pérties sccounted for slightly move than a thixd, Li8. 34,77 per
cent of the popular vateg wiich was aleo an impressive achievesent,
Viewed from this engle, the nain conteaéarsg the Anng DMK, tht
*Oongrass front and the DMK Mj% achieved some polarigation of -wu-
‘tical forcas, tut this hes furthor complicsted the politicsl el tuation
in Tril Nedu as far as prediction sbout the future aligmuents for the
1976 gmeial elections,

It muld be eastly &mmed that the paraonﬂ! popularity
enjcsfed bj H,G, Kamehandran hag bann Iahe chief contributing factor
for tha successes of the Annd K party. Bvan Kerunanidhi’s blographer
has enncedeﬂ the fact that "me Anng TMK - haﬁ quita » fou stccesses in
Tecant .lectiom” . However; the &mm succegs of tho party will
algo depend qn the aurvival of the'MGR phenonenoty for the Temil £11n
hero 1a the hem u.ﬁ.'irmll politics as well,

88, Sm:n:hm. 8. Karungn fhid 7» New Delhis
Affiliated EagteWest !?refu. 197&. p. 64.



Much water has passed down the Cooun batween HCR'e suspension
from the DMK in October 1972 and mow. The Anna DMK has grown into o
full-fledged regional opposition party, comevhat on muilar lines as
the DMK, Ever since its fosmation, it has affected not only the
fortunes of the ruling IMK but also of the ongress (0). The emargence
of Anna DK, aleo, stivved 4 mild polayisation in Terdl Nndu politics

as weli,

Tor quite sve tinme nowy Tenil Badu hag boan in the grip of an
urprecedented drought, the worst fn a century, Iwelve out of fourteen
districts ere plagued by dmught effecting nearly 15 milifon people.
long accustomed to o marginal gurplug £n paddy pméucdon in the stats,
both the masses end the fgrmarvproducers have become frustrated, Mor
the past saveral months, many parts of the stato, including the capital
city, Madrag, have been facing acute scarcity of drinking water, Shortage
in foodegraing snd other essontial commodities hes alco rosulted in
soaring prices,
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(et Miotster Karunanidhl derdgratod HOR's cfforts to overs
throw his ppvermment at this cvitdesl wna’wm “Politics ay be
the geest priority of othevs in this Stata®; bo ciyptically vesarked.
"But®, be chioad i1, "food &s our matn concernt,’

The moln political partics :in the state, who one to the
iﬁaﬂgbt tsuelly st the time of sloctions, are uteved by the
pressing neods of the hepless TasseN. .:Ai,i_ the oajor pavties have
siready cast thefr eves on the 1976 goneral gsigtﬁ%s; Each one 48 ‘
. striving hard o outsaert the other &t pertymendeving, 1t is relos
vent m point out Mﬁs what ﬂmﬁéswr Balsoundaran fools stout the
degoneration of party polftics 4in the gtatei “iherono the suling
Dravida Mumetra Kashapon £ Using m dm-ght ag & worpon 4o Lts
;wnta.ca af confrontation with She G«ncrng the Opponition blmses
tho DI for tto fncpt handMng of tho ertoten,?

. -

Thare hap boen & dranstie changs 10 the Yonil Hadu political
lundscepe since the Fifth Goiopal Blections, The split in the Indian
National Congress condittones thaws olactions which wore held way -
back fn 1971, Ths ruling Congress, under Mye, Cendhl, vmted only
ten Parlismentary m and in the barpsin left the ficld uncontested
for the MK, Thus, the (onpress surrenderod its richt to play en
active wls fn politics of Toxil Hadu, 1t would be appmpugu to

%e Stmone, Lewis M., "*The Attnr'e Role In Politics &n Indie®,
The HasMnaton Poak, Mavch 9o 1975,

2. Balagundarsm, 5.M,, "Tanil Nadu Politics and the 1976 Election™,
Tha Gantury, June 1#35, 1975, pp, 011,
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_quote Peofessor Belastnderan fn this contextt "The steatesy of the
Congrass (R) that was to captuys pover at Che Gentee and o realise
this objective 1t affaced 12001 texporarily from the polirics ot
Teatt Sadu®,? |

 spart grom the Gongress, vhich forgsd an elcctoxal el Munce
with the DMK during the 1971 polls the Commmist Party of lodie aleo
Jotasd hands with the DMK, [or the CPL roparded tho UK as o
narupressive party” in its quect for etrengthoning tho *%weuﬁc»
left foyces™ 4n the countyy, | m parey vhich W:m B Gingress.
CFl combine was none other then the Gongross (0, lod by Kemared Nadar,
onen a kinpsmaker £nt his ontt zipht bue tow a4 sadly noplected national
figure, ] ' '

Wierens the DMK.led "progrossive™ allinoce mm groat
cloctorsk guccosces 4n Testi fadu fn the 1971 elections, the Congress (R)
under Mys, Candhifs leadorship. von an abeclute sajoricy fn the Lok
8ebho, From thon ony the Congrese (R) nesded hardly the support of any
extro-party proup no wan the goso oavlier, Moraweys tho Congress felt
the alcotoral undovetendiog 4% hod orrived st with eho DVK 4o Tesll
Nady was a wajor niscalculation on its pare s the Csooun mm
alogen swept the polls in Lte favour. Tbe Dongyezoon of the MK, &1
and Congress allimnce was ﬂbmuvnd, Soort aftepwerds, the atphoris

penerated in tes weke was alw shattoved and there mpasred wadical
ehenges in tha politicel ‘wﬁﬁt&@ﬁﬁ in Tesid am.

ey . . N _ O N o

3. ikida.
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On top of thess cave tho vertical split dn the DXK*s renks fa
1972, The suling BMK, ones ewnsidered Ampropneble, sirply could mot
recovey from ti;u foite, mwm the spitt pww o rival ewths
Atns THE e lod by 1,6, Ranschondren claining allegionce to the ddeals
of lste C.7. Atnoduraly the fundor-lesder of the IE, Hany people
consider the Ama DMK as the lopitivote fnheritor of tho legacy lofe
bahing tw Amma fuw posterity, %e suecesscs of the Ama MR in
rsfmmqtéw and Aseenbly byeclections held S0 ﬁﬁﬁ&ml and Giubators

vespectively sppeay to have validated this mmmn"ﬁ

Aother developuent tn Toutl Hadu politice which merits mention
Sas been the fomation of the Tadl Nadu Gamunist Portys a saquel to
& nS1ow spii€ 1o the CPL codves In the stotn, The spifuter party both
site and fonctions as en Andeporciont party In ﬁx& Lerd slatures ihu
CF1 hen boon the anna ME pity o8 the fotmew consider the lacter
”pgosumm“ in 4te outlook, MOwever, thove still ronain ecne bDasts
fdeologlenl differonces botuosn these parties, Tho CPL obrategy seess
to be infivenced by the populapity enfoyed by the m HX party, The
CI% appearn 0o Do upfing the dnoe IME ®as o lover to pull doun the DMK
miniatzy".s a

The Congruss (B vants nou to play @ Yors active mle in Taatl
Hadit, %e Gongwoas has lately set {ts house in ordar, For the Gongress
hes rot only beco weak orgardzetionelly dut is othertsc atfioted by

4, Id,
5 Ibide.
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rapant factionalism fn the mu. Buty tho President of the Indian
National Gongtess, D.K. Boroooh; reconstitutad the Tuitl Nads (oogress
Committee (THCC) with & view ¥ lavnching the elem Capeiph more
sffectively, In z;etg since the veoxganisation of the (bngress
Sxecutive, the velstions botuacn the two (ongress partios in the state
have bosn & subject of specilation, As the weonstituted INCC ouecte
tive sccomodates a good mber of dispident lesders, it sppears that
84 thbt meke a break with the past by petting vid of the Ramara§

Towvets 1£ past esportonce 8 ey indication, tha Congress (R)
" in Tesi} Nadu te soluctant to fight the clectfons on &ts awn, It s
afraid of going it alonej in 1971 2t tock B as it ally to demolseh
the Congroess (0), but §n 1974 4t enterod into an allisuce with the
Oongrass (0) fn Tantl Nadu to cut ths IMX @ size, Thote vio were
speculating ovey tho gmmuiy of amwther chanpe of slly by the
magress (B) had the anna DHX &0 nindi as HOR has boon very enthusie
‘nt&e for such an eventuality, Dut for the stublom vesistancs of
Kemaraj, MGR might heve boen sucesssful 1o bringing atout & teiangulary
al Manes againet the ruling nﬁ, hs formar party. or Kesava] cone
stantly saintains that theio is no difference batweon the IMK gnd tha
vonder child it producsds fag,s the Atng DMK,

ward (Calcuteta), Decanber 10, 1974,
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The support extsnded by the Gongress (0) to the mvement. led
by the Sewvodsya Leader, Jayeprskash Hareyan (JP), has bocn an-
twportant factor in the nation's polivies, 1In Temil Hudu, of course,
it encouraged @amhmh shout an taninent breach batuoen the
Gngress (R) and Congress (0). Doty Kemarai’e loyelty o the
Congress (0) pﬁlmu hes buen solsctive end had sonn hearing on
the polttical scans 41 the stato. Heverthaloss, the Gogross {0)
lesder also brought the JP Movesont to Teatl Nadu thivugh his efforts
© fiest to ascume the role of & fodlator botween J? end Hre, Candht
and then his offer of Meitel sipport to the Mbar covenent,’

Greption in Tesi]l Sodu &8 as vempant es 1t hos baen elsee
vhers in the covntwy, At best, it differs only &n degreo,” The
Santanan (weittee defined 4t et “In fts videst connotation,
corption includes ingroper or ssllish asercises of poiey oy fnflue
wncs attached to the publie of o mch position ons occuptes fn
public iffe ..es Shile 4t L8 Exus that the socuriog of some kinds
of pacuniary or other naterisl advantage divectly or indizectly for
onesslf or family, velatives or friends constitutas the most comeon
form of crruption, other forus of avil are coming into existence
in the ever incressing comlaxities of codom QMM“’;’ Thus,

Vo furita Repax Pattiky. Decomber 10, 1974,

8, IMd,

L ﬁtﬁd 1o M!lﬂis *&ietj #:
Vikas; pp. 293-94, '

Hiscunduct,s Tow nﬂhﬂ
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broadly speakiing, political mmxpuoa is the mtsﬁék of pouttcai
pover for private gatn, In Indias; accowding to 3;&,%&&@:10._ |
rampant corruption in all wallts of public life "has besn adequately
preved by various eomiiiions of fnquiry set up from tine to uiue"sm

It threatans to be 8 permenent £eau;:e of Indian pubiie fe.

Tha m nevs mgmneu aloo eays thet fn Indla, éaﬁamnt
offleiale from.top to botton have bacoms unachamedly corrapt, A
ocryptic coment from a RNew Dolhi vesident va’imr&ms the vhole mood
of the nation on this evil,” "It used to betﬁm: you pedd an officlial

to do somgthing that be was not supposed to &, Vou you pay him just
| to do the 4ob he {0 lﬁppasm to do, ni2 The 'tmublé wap with the
wons lithie ﬂ_angrué governnent itself, .whtc:h had rot sincorely carried
out its ecomomic and social roforms enunciated in 1ts Election Manie
festo of 1971,

- Rempgnt corruption continues to remain the principal politicsl
fcoue 1n Tandl Nadu, Also, according to MCR, “ocorruptfon is the domte
nating fosus", He further clucidated 1t v saying, "what they (DMK -
laaders end followers) & is 1ie, give false accounts, take monay.
They huve corrupted & party that was onga imwtible“au A8 O

10, Monterio, J.B., fozpuption, Bombay: Manskealas, 1968, pp.52.53
11, “Indtat After the Euphoria®, Iime, Avguat 27, t9?3, Pe 12,

12, Ihad,

13, Veinraub, betnard: %vtammkau Fend Dominates Politics 4n

South India", Jha Hew mos, Septemboar 28, 1976.
Inzertion fn dyackots s mtne.




the ecorruption chatrges, the prevetltng feoling s that the Cdef
Hintster made emands sad clesnsd up Ms sddnistration, "iue, he
‘still suffers from the eatly ewesnd then scctivate ww charges of
éuuupt prmm_. ntb

Kerunandahi mtnmi & Chasman oomnt ssion Buodod by .

o Modras Bigh Gurt Judga, to dnquire fato the allegsd dmvolvament

. of his cabinet collssgus, P.U. Shammughan, £n the vice mpore

" scandsl of 1971, Apart from the svna DMK and CPL allogations on

this fssue, the Enmm e trae of aba Ltate Asoombiy 8leo cone
firwed mtmmmmaamim&awmaﬁﬁ% froa the
state throuph togus end faiaa poraite obtaineg by cortain dofluem
 tial bunmm“ ’.nmmﬁam; ona of the twreuption charges apsinst
the DK minietey had at lest boen found £t for & Judictal dnqutwy, '

As pegamis the antieJ? posture of the GngPuss (R, MR
sssuyed his vinieshesrted comoparstion to the ruling porty at the
Centre, 1In fact, the Anna DX 1aunehod ; "Save DomoceRcy™ zmnﬁ
sgoinst the JP Movenent, But, its move was vieved pricarily as &
batt to the (ongress (B), ,Mmuy, the latter was mot vaxy enthoe
siastic alout L2, The Congrsas (R} epprosch has been chutious

14, Siwons, L., "The sctoyls Bole in L‘aﬂ.ﬁes in InAtan,
e ¥asbington Poat, March 0, 1978,

mm (New Dalhii), May o7, 1975,

» Hovaver, the onesmsan comuission which inquized nto the
© slleged misuse of office by Shemughem, Tamil fiado Public
Wwirks Hintstsr, in the Thanjevur ice deal cauo, widle he
m $no=charge of the Mod portfulio, bes awonerated bin of

("Tmﬂ Nads Minister Hot Gutlty of Msuetog Poucrs®,
. Stategman (Hew Deibi), Auguse 30, 1975,.) .




wig-gevis the snna K, Possibly, the Conpress micht have baen
inflvsnced'by the fact thet if J7 suctesded in sprecdfdg his scvement
down fouth, political cadves, rather tha fans of & £iloester wuld

bs of greater help to f¢ for ¥ighting the IP —

The Cil, which has the dubdous distinction of Doing an fspore
tant ally of tha Anna DMK dn Ted]l Nadu and the onpress (R et the
Contre, took steps to push the Atne MK 44 the backgromnd vith fts
own campaign agsinst the J7 Yovemant, Mit, its efforts o push
through the “antleli Movemont®, vhen MGR wos swey abinod® was sot
taken kindly by the Aana DMK} there penersted constdexsble odsunders
nwxding between the tw partics, '- '

1odesd, ié the J» movarnont fn Bhay has eone alpmificance 1o
Tanil Nadu, 4t 48 tocause of 1o political fmplteationn, All tbe
;ouum parties 1n the stats ave -ak!m uss 0f the covenent vlﬂt.
a view to captiving pover in 1976, | |

v

for tastance, the Ans K had accused tho Gngress (N a
po uncertain temms} it charped the ongress () as taing s cowrpt
party and Mrs, Gandht of sistising ber position o m Yotars st the
tima of Pondicherey poll and byselections in Temil Nads, held im
Pebrusry 1974, 1t then sprasts that it noddenly reslized that

17, Hindugtan Standaxd (Calcutte), Decuebsy 10, 1974,
18, M.C., Reamschandrad visitad the Unitod States cn 4 leeturs
tour for theee vasks in OctobapcNovermber 1974, ot the

invitation €F the astan Studlas Exoject of the Untversity
of tisconein,
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there is 1o othor alternative to Mes, Gandhils Mmﬂpcm For quite
wome tiney MCE bas beon trying bexd to forgs an electoysl understanding
betwnen the Congress (R) and his pérey. '

Tarheps, not to bs loft tobind &n the race, or foaring Lavasion
of the J¢ Movenent into mn Hadu, the MK mapom to the eall
siws by 3? and gocorded lim o vosorable mtﬁm vhen be visited
the state, The DMK went au out to host Jayeprskaeh lavayen and
cofve hims Horeover, tho ¥, the only
fone(ongress party heading & stats governuent, hos sctivaly supported
the 3P movement, In hig titn, 3P felt that Kerunsmidii, uniike sny
other (ongress Chiof Mintster, wos Giffevent. This pAvcs an dmpression
that he had ewnestad the Totdl Hadu Chdaf Mintater of the chacges of
corivption mads agninst the I cabdnat by the Amma BE and the CPL,
1¢ eleo gave afi dmpression thst the charges apainst tha DK governuent
are politically mﬁvatci&a fore than the ﬁm MR 2nd tho CM, the
Kanavej-lsd ngress (0) took sarious excapiion ¢ JP's *god chit' to
the DMK govormoent, fowever, it mugt be foted that during J2*s tour
of Tamil Nadu, Xsrumanidhi offorsd to fate o pivbe foy wiich JP, he

mobliizad fts partymen 1o BN

esid, can tume s ponsl,

" Aconrdingly, JP sppointed a Sawvodays (owmitien to tmufy
the pecple’s tasuss and e efforts to got thew wlved ty the state
govemnent, While in other states he charged the Sanchetgh Sevities
vith the chief task of agiesting speinst coreuption, he had not dons
- - FR—— —— U

19, MGk Emwm Anng INK's Policy 4n U.5,.9, m November
19, 1974,

Q
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® 10 Teafl Radu, file directive to the Sarvodays Gouittes was to
up;m s dlalogue with the Ciof Hintetey o8 “paople’s tewan® e
Iintted objective has thus 8sda the omaittes quite Suoffective,

Eanaral, during his recent fundeeafsing capoicna, &;Q been
lasting oot at the MK peping a8 "“the most mrmpt i the mmmﬂ:.“
The sppointuent of a mm ot esion of fnquisy by the DK governs
ment agpinst one of ite :mu ninl steys ahmlﬂ, bovevers oive mwt
to those Vo went €0 See & fesponaive goversment in ths otats,

The MK amﬂuﬁmll? responded £ the 52 iDvosest. Though
the party fought agsinat any pnn&ib% Centeal immﬂcn fa the
affairs of thﬁ?ml mwmmummmmmmm
petitionsd to the Prestdont caling for the ostgaation of the DI
governoent, 1€ did not oind lending lnited stpport to the Jp Hoves
meat that called for the resignation of the Bhar ywowment and the
Gentyel governmont op charges of corruption, Kerunanddhl, thus,

- saved Wig govermont from the cnbareasssent of Bharetypa agitation,
Jete Biharetype agitation did not meko wuch headway 4o Tanil Nadu,
Though JP's Movenent hiss madc lttle or 0o impsct st the populsr
l1evel in Yentl Hedu, 1t has, all the game, csusnd & rypid and deematic
ve-alipgmeent of all pavties 46 the state &n anticipation of ths next
gerera! elcetione, to be hold Ln esrly 1976,

e " Wi

ity (Mew Dolhi), Maw 27, 1975,
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The political atmomphers dn Tendl Bady sppears to be rather
confusing and mtcmma vith capectancy. At any £at0; the ensuing
general eloctfon of 1976 1¢ iikely to be diffaront fron that of 1971
88 it mey be affectod by thp mew political forces, vhich osy tafluence
the poll alignwents in the states The four major pblﬁt&éﬂ parties
fn Tandl Redy wwethe WK, the anng MK, the Qongress (0), and the
ongress (R} weolwiously wvith 6n eys on the sout e&mﬁau@ in the
state, bove boen engagad in o gate of choso, “the geculy of wiich e
as obscure oo some of the roves mede by» the pﬁﬂ:ﬂﬁﬁ”«.zz The Lspict
nade bty JPts -Mnt; on nstfonal politien «All bo sovaraly tosted
becausa polittenl ﬁmmu 8 o sonsittvo isoie and i bittorly
dabated on the rivsl plotforme, chiefly tioss of the Gongress (0)

and Amna R agalnst the MK, '

One ean yulo sut the possiblliey of all oppositton parties
foratng & wited fronk sgdnet the ruling DK, It o alw difffeult
.w think of the cming togather of the tsv omunist Partics ox the |
Atng TNK and the ongress (0), ‘Though thiu hee been sfficient
cordiality and diccussion between Mrs., Candit ood Kenapay, theve is
probebly lictle chance of s vewgor betwsen tho tw Gngress parties.
In Tanil Madu, the Congress (O) wontinucs to de g HHrer o reckon
with and has a strong base. Organizgtionsily, ~the O:nryonss (0) u
stronger thon the Gogress (B}, It £» only the leadess of the xuling

» Pabruary 10, 1973,
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Gongresa pas?ty wio talk about merger and not the other way round.
"The addit? of Gongress 14 that 1 t;a a porty of leaééxa without a
.' nags following. n?3 In the gocent Gujarat clections, Hrf& Gandhi
undertook & whirlwind tour of the state to ;ﬁmus support for the

Oongress without eny evidence of marked suceses,

‘A8 the progpect of a united opposition £ront to the ruling
DMK 45 a vemote possibility, the Qppouut!on partien ngy onter into
slectoral adjustments to fulfil thetr mission of toppling the DMK
regime bty hook or by crook: The 1971 snap poll showed how such
electoral adjustments may be concluded without compromising the
ideologieal stances of the wﬂmg ﬁoii-'pameta. ai&e formation of
the Janatg Pront to fight out the dangmsa in Gujarat and its subse-
quent formatfon of government there, gives a possidle clue to the
shepo of things to come, On the basta of the present ctance of
varioug politiesl parties in Tamil Nadu, sweral poastble alliances
q:pair fongible for the 1976 poll, Fowever, one canmot rule out

surprises on the eve of elections,

Any dwscdigte possibliflty of a vesunion of the tw (bngress
parties in Tanmil Nedu is ruled out by the recent drastic overhsuling
of the Tamil Nadu Congress (hrmittee by tho ongress President, D.K,
Baroosh. 4 falr numbor of dlssidents have been accommodated 4n the
naw executive who would pmfct to héve tics with Anng DMK, The
sppointnent of E.V.K. Sampath, a confirmed political tupncoat, as
Vice-President hag been intempreted to indicate that the Gongress (R)
is secking Anna DMK's co-oparation zﬁ 1976, Sampeth's initiative

23. Balasundsran, S.N., M&O Pe 10.

A}
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might be useful to get the most favourable tems uﬂ:‘h the Anns DMK

for the lé% poll, After the reorganization of the"ﬂwc. Kamara) bu‘
become very skeptical of (ongress (0)'s ties with ﬁacs tongress (i) in

the state. Obviously, he ig o mote chatned by the poneibility of working
with the Gongress, Earlier be had warned that eny sligoment with the

24

Anna IMK “would be sufcfdal”.”” 1t was an answer indtrectly to the

prime Ministor alout the futurc of the Conpress in Temsl Nadu,

- Further, the chances of a Congress resunion vecolved a Jolt
vhen C, Subrameniam, the Unfon Finance Mintstey, gave en ultimatum to
the Cuongress (0) in Tamil Nodu fixing a deadline to Join the Congress

‘ty Februsry 15, 1975, or keep off for cver. "We camwot walt indefinitely
for Kapara] to nake Up bis mind. He should decido vhother ox not he
wants to merge his party with the Gngress before Lith of ?ehmq_"”
At the PCC session held at Gobichotripelayenm, Subremsnics said that
Kemaraj éhould end hs indecision on tho question of merger before

| Ee‘bzﬁm 1975, mle,addﬁaséiﬂg a ?’mug’mﬁf&rgm; he made 1t clear
that *only a mfget’ﬁai aceeptable" to the Gongress (R), He further

enphasised that “the Oongross vas mot in‘temsi:gd eny more in & Dere _
election alitance lke the one forged for the Pondicherry end Coim-
batore poll as it will pot deliver the guﬁda“s“

Inévitably, the Gngress (0) leadershp took exception to
Subramanign’s ultimatus and branded him “arwgant™, 1t algo falt
that the Gongrens (0) can fend for itself without the “"gratuitious

HANGUS £

26, \td (Caleutta), December 14, 1974,

26, Prasadrao, V.G,, “Now Aligmonts in Tanil Nedut Preparing for
the Polls”, Tha Nimes of Indie (New Delti), Fobruary 15, 1978
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support of the ron-existent v!‘ndit?a Wwngrose Lo Temil “!iadu".“ Mores
ovar, in vataliation: to Gongrecs “ul timaten®, the THCC (0) executive
ruled out any dalogue with the Gongress by committing iteelf to the

AICC (©) resolution cypporting the J¥ mmnmm

One ccumta mmée. rula cﬁé ‘th& possibiisty éf an eiee&ral
uﬁdmtmﬁiug between the v (onpress partias on tho basis of the
.ron;duham experience., Moreovars the two parties have m_ {deological
di forences and still can opt out ﬁw_iaa alliance for the limited
purpose of winning an election together, But, any ‘such adjustoent
canmot be wrked cut on the pronise of equality, as the Congress (R)
_in wesk In Tamfl ﬂaﬁu. For schieving suceess in the elecotions, 1t
has to depend entirely upon the prgﬁﬂzeﬁ&mi strength of the
mnMa {0) which boasts of cormitted workers in its rakac._

HBowever, t1t 18 a debatable point whethor, in-cass the two
Congresscs succsed 4n bringing 6£f an electoral alliance, 'ﬁw.,Anna
DMK and ths CPFl would participate in such go alifance, Rut, they
night mot have any objection to align themselves with the (bngress
parties in such an eventuslity, HGR categorically seiterated the
Anns IMK policy to have an electoral alliance édth the ongrass,
He said that “ﬁ'shali not ba wor:ied sbout who joine the Gongnal";”
As rogavds C¥l, merger would romove the “reactionary® character of
the Congrass (0) because it wuld lose its identity 1in the “progressive"

soul of the Cbngmu-mm

27. Ratriot, January 9, 1979,

28, The Timag of Indts (Now Delhl), Febmary 15, 1973,
29, Jndien Bxppegs (New Delid), Pebruary 3, 1975,

30, Baslawnderem, S.N., Op,cif,, ps 11
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40 sltorrative ¢o & tripls alitence econgst tho Aons K, the
Cr1 and the OGngress (R way bo vieualized in case & morges oX & pold
alijance betwien the (ngress {0} and OGongruss (B) fails to matovier
ltge, The present political aituation tn Tansl fadu augure well for
sﬁeh an alliance, - As matters gtand mow, the veal fpht fo the stete
for 1976 eloctions vAll bo botwoen the ruling DK end 1ta prodigal
sp i4nter, the amna D, For toasons bagt kaowa to Lt, the Aona DMK
has been most anxious to cultivate the Gongross,’’ 4 doal vith the
Anna DMK may well moke senss to the Congrose with oy without Kemars
in it. But, once apsin such m 'Qiectnw;!. mdimmma betwesn the
Gongtess and Anns B underling the Leolation of Testl tadu £ron the
astnstresn of natfonal politics 1 the (ngress accopto the sftustion
of fighting the slection with ths suppott of _a»\ reghonnl, parochial,
polittcal pavty, *Of mmg it 4 entively possidic that m Gongress
eventually hopes o plgy the ml > the Aona ME's Avsb and let ties
and somswhat indetoratnste polftics of dana MK © do the rast, ™2

Hrs. Condht has mot g0 Sar Sodiested toy 9mm< for cn
ellfance with anna DMK, even though MR hes besn seintaSeing in his
utterances, from time to ﬂime, that the two parties "have coue cloow
in thety ttuzﬂdng"..” On the other hand, some (hoagtoss lesders im
Tamtl Medu, vho Vers evstvidls entagoniste of Remamei 4n the undivided
mngﬁu. fevvur en electoysl aliiance with the anns DMK, They think
that the chunces of Congress coming to power, of urso, as a junioy

3 &W (Calentta), :-mm 8, 1975,
32, Jhe Bindustan Tines, Jacuery 2, 1975,
33. Zhe Bindusten Timey, Februsyry 3, 1975,
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partoer are bright t€ such g aliiance takes shape, In such a cone
tingency, MOR might claim & lion's shave of the assachbly and Parite-
mentary sests by vigtus of hic ewey over the Tastl nosses,

1n spite of HGR's efiorts to forgs an electoral understanding
with the Congress, the Prims Minister's fivst clotes gppesss to be
a vorger of the two @ﬁgﬁ@ parties, Profsssor Balozimdaras feels
that *such a..u;em wild dtmentle the bastien of tho (ngrees (0)
£0 Teed) Nadu ard would help her veslise bat longetorn objective
that the Congress (0) should éimn fron the izkéim political
sem"‘,.u &lso, nerger wold hnlp the donpress to funcelon wvith
redoubled vigpuy fu the stats, It wuld walss the statuve of the
' ig the moa MK end
furthar factlitate ite ‘barpaining capacity, These poosidtiiities
entirely depend on whother t.ha Wngress {C) leaday L5 apvuesble to
surrenderitg his domtnant pooition fn ths Tenil Nadu unit of
Gngress (O) and be content ts ploy second £iddle to tho Pelns
Hintater, Apa:ﬁ from thess foctoys, much sould sloo dopend upon
the 1ovle of Anna DMK to prove fte pbong Lides to the agrass leader
ship as a genutne political foece.

Congress o that of en equsl portner Yiseg:

Dempite the domgnant position of the togress (0) in Testl
Hadu politics, and ths Gongress (R)'s eagerness o norpe with g,
Cs Subramanien’s sitimatom to the (ongress {03 had crostad & stiv
in the latter’s rarks, Parhans, Kamsrs) wants e apsurance that

34, &iumg 8.8, Douciles Do 11,
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after the merger the united party would £ight mot only the ruling MK
but also the "move dongerous® Amna TMK, Komaraj has indicated that
the Anna DMK 1s not difforent from the ruling DMK and is firmly
epainst any ailtance with it, On the other hmd, the Congress High
Conmand ig not willing to give guch an &s@'tmee since the entire
issue will heve to be consi dered at the time of elcctions, taking

into account the overall poll styategy for the countyy as a vh&a.as

A vergay of Gongress (0) and Gongress (R) is not in the best
fotevests of the former, Altoenatively, aon elactoral alliance wﬁh
the ngruess (B) could provide 4t greater lovereages This agsin
depends won how Congress leaderchp values eny such move, for, the
Gongress is nov in & confortablo position, with the opportunity of
choosing between tha annc MK snd the Oongress (0) as 1ts ally, But,
the final choice for the OGsngress would be dictated by the potn;tial
0f eithor party ««the %ngmés {0} and the Anna DMK wwin 1ts quest
to vefurbish its MQQ vhich was badly tarnighed by tho IMK in 1967,
'I‘bougﬁ the ongress (0) leadow,; Kamaraj, regérds the Anna DHR as a
congregation of adnivers of a .ciﬂe-auta 6 to which disgruntled IMK
partynen have defected for porsonal agprandizoment, Mre, Gandhi
- appesrs to consider it as a political party and $ts leader, MCR, a
politician of standing,

35, -'n;z ‘iggymg Gngtaso-anng ML Allisnco®, Patxfot, Janvary
» »

36, Probably, Kamare] is in agroement with Velur Havayanan,
Editor of Alat Ossl, who cslls the anne DMK a “bipger MCR
Haoram' (fan club)y comprising of discontended DK leaders,
Interestingly empugh, Rarnyénan was one of the gtaunchest
supporters of MGR when the lattar was sugpended from the
DMK, Subsequently, Earmanidhi was able & win bim over to
his sida,

Interview with Velur Harayensn, Hadyves, July«1074,
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1£ the Congress {R) and Qagress (0) eettle down for en else-
toral ali;anee, it might poeaibly.alieuetc the CPI, vhich is supports
ing the Congress in Uttar Zradesh, eriaéa; Manipur and Blhar besides
st the Centre, 1f thase factors ave tchen into considoration, the
Congress (R) wuld welcone a verger with the (oagress {é) rather than
a tenuous poll alldsnce, But, with the Anng DMK, the Congrass mdy
opt only for an alifence which would bring in the o0l4d backing of
the CFI, which has been ia close co-operetion with the latker party
ever sinco its aﬁergenea Horeovers such en alliance con be transe
lated into a continuation of the one fomed in 1971 £ight the sow
called Grand Alltance. Mov tho Ama DMK wuld Mq‘ﬂy rep lace the DMK
tn the allience, for the fomer fs regarded as tho gonuine DMK,
preaching anna's ideals end alco the k’mrtnheﬂm? to his political
egacy. : :

 As & result of losing hé&iiy on the clectoral £ront to Amma
DMK and 4ts ally, the CFi, tho DMK viptually has booonme g doubt.ﬁl \‘7.
quantity in Temil ﬁaduﬁoitt&ea today, -llo doubt, it wiill contiols
the apparatus of power but lacks the vanal elsn shown ty & party in
pover, This is all because of the clumsy handling of the party
machinegy by tha _cm.ez Miniotor, Karnunanidhi, ufth undio t‘mnmv!ic
‘crossed the Rubicon® by sucpending a person of mml gtanding,
HGR's exit from the DMK and the emergence of Ama ﬂﬁ 88 un offahoot
recoiled on i:hagenﬁte DMK, The Temil Nadu government s at odds
vith.the student community, &nd consequently, the chaugng‘»‘m
- Karunanidhite leadership -;:afaiats. So far, tn some mmc



districts like Resmmathsporan, Maduret, South Arcot ond Qoindatore, \q
the party cadres have awitchad thety allegionce over to the Anna IMK,
The DMK strongmen, S, Muthu, bag tumned Mostile to Karurentdht end
he s mot on talking tetns vith the Chief Minister., <Cortaioly, all
this conmot be sscrided to tha "ICR wave®, A4 good doal Of the Chief
Hinister's trouble has had 128 origing én his sttecpt ©0 scsuse She
vole of o fatherefiguve, after tha late Annaduvat’s fashion, for,
tams? weo regarded by his followers ss tha Cendid of the South fn
the postsindepandant Indic, tgheugh mngly“,ﬂ | Ko obhor lesday £
| anychere nesy Mnats towering stature in the present IE hievarchy.
 KarunanidM, in his sttempt t5 owlats Annsdural, hoo ooly asccesded
tn antagonteing his partymern, And in the process; "Ho bhas stepped
on too smy pecple's wes”,® on top of hﬁs troublos cann the urprecos
dented drought in the state. Ths DE has alod earnad the odive of
befng a corript adninistration 4n the cowntey,

1

It sould bo of intsrest to visualize vhat would Bo the ruling
Dk's counterstoves to avert tto fminent downefall in tho face of
opposition’ s persistent onslaught, led by the anna DK, the Gongrese (0),
the Gogress (X)) and the CPi. The once invincible sevan-party allisnce,
which was vesponsible for DMk's tesounding victory tn 1971 elections

bas besn wrecked vhen tha CPL parted company with it and with the
gradual umt of the (onpress (R). Now the IMKelad ‘progressive

< 37, Interview with 'Cho' Ranssmuny, Madras, July«-1574,

38, ﬂx:;;temwa Troubles™, The Statespan (MNaw Deihi), March 18,
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frome® ronsists vf only four juslor parthars - the Torwerd Blocy
| the Buslinm Leaite, the Peajo Soclelist Perty and ths Tanil Avase
Zoshegan weshose signiflcance ie nogligibla ot ary wate, this
froat in kikely w continus £1l the next elsttions,

As for an the CVI(H) i concemed, the party thioks that

it $a 1deloptienlily pﬁ_rg and doop tot need o entay 16t OpportLs
ntatic alliancss, Karnantdhd ought its co-oporation with' the
conviction that tho CEE(H) will mt foin any camp of vhich the
 ngreh revistonist® CPR s & partner. Ales, the CPHIN considers
tho Gongress (0) “suacticnsry®s ‘The pavty's ertitude fs HEficule
ﬁ- secess, 1t sgy profer t plough a lonnly fuviow 2o n the 1971

genevat olectices smd in 1974 m&: the tilyd gunovel cloctions to
the mwnem Sgpeably and come w«»atmm vere held aﬁ Tanil
Nedu, '

Rarunantdid has siresdy extended an invitation to the
Congress (0) end CRICH) for poll understending on tho bosts of
theiy support to the JP sovemante He propounded the thosis that
silfance with other partias has alueys beon s "historic tecessity”

for tha m»w

Bue, neither gpear to have yat considerad the
pwpossl favouradly. Perhaps; at the tios of alections thay wuld
coms £ an agreanant for cowoporation to evold splitting up of

votss, 1f by any chenca thic hoppens, thomo tw partian, io sffect,

i

39. “Rarty Limevp indicates Tonil Nadu Folsrization®, m
Jentaxy 8, i;‘?
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WAl be the fmAsible purtiers of the TWi-led fmnk, [ut, the possi-
biltey of Bamars] sockinn orotlior omd of Halopro vith the bngrees
laadorciip fa not sltogethsr yuled out, in ﬁbida Moot thorn 19 dound
to bo & Mpper antd-DHE £mn 4n Towdd Nadu, |

Thus, the current potitical iobrogifo fn Temil fadu pofnts "t
8 polarization corprising g K% front and an tana FE £ront end the
Gongress (0) lutween them, onch otaking claims oo victory 4n 19?6".&

'Ihn Anug UK o m'nt!:ét: soat popular polteient porty io Tentl
Nedu todays Though primarily tontred on o cingls dendors the party
draw rustenancs lasgely frou bis devatad favs, 1t tm alw acbteved
1t objective whon onn of its chogiohed piels, namoly, pmﬁ;bs,uon.
was ve-intwoduced on Septesbor 1, 1974, by the X wvorment, Perhups,
 Kavunsnidht, seskfng t0 outide bl rival in morslity, docided to bon
borsesticdog oe well dn Tadl Nede, thus kiiling tvo Dizds with one
ahod, 'Amtmng to the ol Minlater, Tont] oy wuild loss Rs. 56
LYOTes & Year on account of p::n%aiuti‘m and an additfornt Re, 2 erorves
1o betttng ¢ax, "t On bis part, the wogrees (0) lesdor, Kemarsy, had
openly spplandad cha MK for rerintmoduciog wotal proddbition 4o the
state, Dowever,; he vegrettod that by suspendiog pwobildtion He tw
yeare, the D wade one generation tgke to the Ml.%

[‘\34 MWW' 3.3" mt Ps 13.
41y Erasadvac, V.C., "% Moves thoet Tostl Nodu's Iimcnciel

Statd i1ty®s e Times of Indis (New Delbi), sopuse 22, 1974,
42, Hatloml Hapald (Rew Dolhd), Movesbor 9, 1974,



Its semed ool &ezttlé ggaiact polittenk eorrupiiony has ales
be on act;mwlﬁ-dgmi by the mling party iteelf, wh\mt the K goVerazeat
ordared s Jusicisl probe inze the “rice scandsl®™ fnvolving & sasdor |
Cabinet Hinister, P.V. Shannughem, Though the sawa DK ie rot Rappy
atout the constitution 6nd tho tomes of vefewwnce, oto., of the
Commd gsion af inquiry, that the ruling party at lest conceded 1t
cbwéa mst 'inﬁeed be wusidered a feathor du its cqp.

Also, the fict that MoR has & magolve $ollowing soong tha
people behind himvw,ma claagly chown by tho ais;tufai cuscasses tha
party had mmrdé&. ™ begin with, the ﬁam wa & regounding victory
in Dindigel, Almost avery 23&&2@ politiesl personsiity wes cut
slzo tn Dindigul, 1t alw wou the Misbotore {Vost) asgembly conotis
tuency seat in Pebrugzy 1974, 1= Pomdichorey, it was the single
largost pearty when it bagged 12 out of 30 seats in 4tp maiden appearonce .
in the Union Texwitoxy, MNGR and his foliowere ave estisfied by thetr |
party's showing in the elections, Askéd about the prospects of his
party in the 1976 clections, MGR geplisd thet he did no? koow and
added that he was only befng nodest ia saying ;sa. This apain £3 an
tndication of his confidenes shout the pmoopects of Amma MK dn the
coming alee&!nna.éa_

The wuling INK too hag realised its posieion YSnvasvis its
s Mnter, in popularity, After the cloctoral vout in Pondicharry
and Temil Nodu, a faelor wae put out by the DMK BLEODDIAG 8. Muthu,

43, Interview with M,C, Repachandran, Madeas, July-1974,
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foe ntmﬁth anns DMK, ﬁnﬂiﬁh tha offer wes ?mtiy,wcéw
by MCR. It was perhaps unfortunate that the scva stotld have cons
fyon Muthu, Decauso of the role he played in NGR's cxmpuleton firom
the DMK 4n 1972, he 18 mot scceptable to the leaderabip of the Amna
X, Furthor, of late, Muthu hns become 6 POERODA DOTL SERIA to the
ruling DMK lsaderatip a¢ woll, this was bdome out by the fact that
 he was tot guong thoss invited vhon the WK Bzscutive (buncil met

at Tiruparackundeam, near the teaple clty of Hadurel, &n Decenbey
1974, %% hus, be had epparcntly become @ oneny of EarunantdM,
Muthu, while publicly dac!exdnﬁ that the ruling clfque 1o the state

tgnoved hin st “IME's perih® hug mot yet spslt out lis future pzm.“

The Chlef Ninlster of Tenil Nadu deputed his riofsterial
colleague and a trustod lﬁmt@m, ﬂaﬁhavnn, o ooet BGR and propose
o marger of the IMK with ths sons DX.%® It was widoly belteved thet
Madhgvan proposed that all the tems end condittons fmposed by MGR
would be ggt'ud o by Kmﬁiis provided thers f2 4o unconditional
restnfon of the two parties, HOR, on ths other hanl, countered the
proposal by zaying that the “decent elements® still laft in the IMK
stould quit Karunenidhi’s cayp sad join Amna DMK, Evidently, Kaxutee
RN could ot eccept: poldetont tere-kart, %7

"Mﬂnping Discontont fn INE™, mm Daceaber
25, 1974,

43, Ibid,, -
46, "Karunenidhbi Pears Troachery in DMK“, Patriok, Augnst 6, 1974,

L2 -7



The ans DMK, after tts heady successes in Dindieul, Gimbatore
and Pondicherry, wos 4n 1o oood 0 loce 8 ooon Lto Ldentity b a
mevger with ths parent omnm&u. Probebdly, the party clso believes
that the MK 1s fast losing populsrity and that ©o olly dteelf with
1¢ would ba foolieh end & Mallty.*® 1t 4o wparet that ali atong
the styess on the paet of HMOR oy Mg m;m was oo the vemval of
Kammiﬁhi. ~ . ’

% IHK and Anns DMK csme about mot only

The maxger move betus
" becsuse of the ruling party’s failure in oowe recent lyeslections &n
the state but algs becaues of thy exsmple provided by the tvo mm: |
parties in Rn&&m end Tontl Badu, However, the olectorsd under~
standing resched betwesn the 10 (ongress parties provel rathay brief
as the vecent developments in the state indicote, fvotly as a sequel
to the "ultinatn™ served by ¢, Subrmmanienm, and sccondly by the
Huited tmpact the JP movenont achteved 40 Temil Tado and slsewbarze.

The Tertl cesses ave politically extromoly srtfculete,” The
gtowing disenchantment of the tasses with the MK suls, however, doss

not nacesssrily nesn distilusioment with fte fdeolory, 7his ewplatns
the triuvmph of MCReled fnna DMK which provides an glmmﬂivc to thoss

wbo ave despiointed with Karmantdhite politicsl style. The bastc

o

45, "A:;;gn Herger BM4%, Jhe Indien Eipress (New Dolhi), March 7,
49, 9The (film-loving) meuses are solidly bobind tho Aong IMK ..ot
_ the politically consclous sworking olass orgonised in Trade
Unions, But the vast mass of Harijens and dopressed classes
and the digtliugionad urban niddle claszes aro dafinttaly antie
Gongress. * See foyng Indian, 4123, May 16, 1974, p. 14,
The insertion in the Drackets s mine,



_diffarvence betwesn the Anng IHE sod the DMK s such the save & mt\
oo N
betwesn the two Congrecs partics} personslities predoniusta, As the

Pondicharry slections and By.olections in Temil Hadu hove pm«x.
notie 0f the othex parties c2n hape to esploit the mum; parw‘u
aifficuities in the stato,

In the wrds of & politics) commonitators

ores Topil Badu contifwes to defy the porteyn of
mﬁoml polftics and will do oo in tho Doresesable
future, For the tongrecs pw is oot ovan o thied
forco in the state.

» Over the years tho rplit 8 the mﬂﬁw
vesuiting fn the foemetion of MK followed by the
forsation of the Anng ME; as & result of yot snothey
split, fyapmentod the Dravidian Movement tuk did oot
1iquidate 4t, Heither the DME nox the Amo THE 16 &

. sacessionist party 10 the foroal sease, Doth erve,
hovever, copsratist fn the senss that thoy underline
Tomil fdentity Yipessvis the raost of the ootntey,
The Congress (0) 4n Tenil Bodu is o less scparatist,
thbugh tséhmﬁai!y it s pert of tn sll-India party.

- # Since 1952, every major political force in Tmi} Nadu
T has !mmﬁtm! fyom the Dravida Kezhagan or its offe
ShoOtR 2,44 Politics 4n Tastl Hadu has thus continus
ously meintained 5 ssparatist tendancy snd a separstist
identity ...» Tha viabie altsrmative ¢ the 1K today
is the ADME which £& sepavatist t‘buah 1wt _secassiontst
(iike the DMK imzﬂ or the Congress (G),

As the slection curtsin L3 mon ® rise, ono con foresss that
there will te more desertions o the Anns IME and yicoeverss., It 4a

inevitable that in theit amiaety to £1nd 4 seours politiesl future,
tha younger slements £n tha mux_ngpam vill switch over to the Amng DMK

IS A -

50, Hnbnn m, "m-i Mﬁ:«t and the Drevidizn Novemen
0 p lggkly, X ¢ 6, 7 md&, mbfuny 174,

-



127

on the eve of genersl slections as it happened in ponatmw.”
Many of the DMK rank and filc seesed to bave reslizod the tragie mis-
W of Kayunanidhi in deniosing MCR from the party, vhich sparked
off the emergencs of Anna DK, Ary aa’fﬁy’ that splito Zoon & pavent
organigation aivays "has tho sdvantépe of tokitg & radical tmage and
the Ama DM got suay vith the bassor of Anna high abovo the DN

with charges of mwmnﬁ 52

Despite the fact thot Ksrunantdhi's vain attecpts & tarnigh
MCA's fmage as an olfen and Nolyales and an eneny of Tondl Tace
the lattor hos ensrged toth a5 @ vieble end radical oltornstive to
the discrodited MK lesdspship 4n Temil Badu politics,
| he Lacwodie

Hoanwhile; MOGR Lo ovitent to hﬁ&e‘ bis thoes ponding vord from
| the Gogress (R} for "weoporzation® 4n the enaog Sinth ﬁemmi
‘Slections, Throuph bis ubboraness fion tino to tinoy Bo hos made M
| position cloas, Ramely he et the Pring ﬁﬂtsur,ss proesunsbly to

. express his solidarity vith bor 40 the waka of the procianation of
Intewnsl Emargency, fle vants o close and seandngful allzence bstm
‘his party and ths Omgnu (R) on terns uuwany acoeptable to toth
the parttes,>® rurther, MR wsnts his sns MK t bo the kingptn

in Tamdl Nadu politics, for the smes sppesl it enjoys fo the stete,

1. Young Iodies, 4 & 23, Hay 16, 1974, p, 34,
32.. Iwvarmusti,, V., "BK: Then and Row®, W August 1,
19?4' Pg m‘

3, Jhe Tines of Indig (New Dolhi), July 18, 1975,

3&, Frasadrao, V.Goy "New mmes in Teasl Nedn! Proparing

for the Folls™, Ihe odia (New Dailil), Fobruaxy
15, 1575, '




Indteations ars that he wiil not brook sny rivel and hos often
 mantioned that the Anna DS uild contast a majority of asets in the |
234-metber State Assembly, According to his, thera tan be mo question
of forning & coslition goverment as his perty hopes to win 8 sigable
wajority of sests in the wglainm” He also mado Ha position
clear regarding the nationsl iondevsbip, fis setd during bis U.S.
tour, f0 Cotober-liovesber, 1974, that there is no altumstive to

Gongress, On the besis of this, 4t con be assumed that he 18 pre.
/mmi‘ to allow the Congress {I} and the €% to conkost nost of the |
35 1ok Sabha neats £rom Tanil ﬂaﬁn.*"s But, 4t is ALETioult to pﬁdict
defintetvely ebout Tensl tiadu,>

Bowwvey, one of the sdpnifieant faotors in Anna DIX's suceesses
has bsen the mcﬁ charigsa®, for the fllmcotar is variously koown as
Yadbyax (“tescher), m&m ("dol of the magecs™) end as
Bupetchy Hedigar ("Revolutionary sctor)l, HNow, in tune with his wile
as the leader of & political party fn the state, the last mentioned
sppellation has undergone o changs, namely, Ppxatcho Thelaivax
("Revolutionary lesder?), Ho is mainly sosn as & syziol of hops
for the downtwdden and poor &0 that part of South Yndia, Teatl Nadu,
The DMK foundersleader, Annadursl, was oncs stoted 2o bave remarked
adout MCB: “When we shov his Eates we get 40,000 wtes] when he

55, 1bide.
56, Ldd. |
57; 1o Puglgkh, & Temil drena, written cnd ploducxd by ‘Chot
. Remasweny, considered to be ons of the bast satfrical plays

on eotemporary Temdl politics, a cheracter acys: “ths fs
Texil Satuj anything esn happen here®,




spaakis a feu wrds, we get fouw mw,’” Ons could oven sy that \ \
when MGR founded the rival pavty &n 1972, he had coptured the fmapls
patios of nearly four crores of people living in the state.

To s up, each politieal party that held tho roins of power
at soma time oy other, must lfve down the burden of €0 paet, $.6.s
its exrors of omiosfons ond comniesionn, cormitted witle 4n offfes,

" as vegards Temsl Redu political oconario, the undivided Gongress,
which had me the stats for nearly two decadss, io yet o

. ramover fron tha tesuns, which the Ioge of offfce dsnle m;. Also,
the DX 4s alresdy old in the ssnee that for nearly & docade Lt
occupfod the seat of power. AL present, all eyes ars focussed on
the anna DMK party and ts "hamo-lesdar® 1.C, Rasschandren,

L o o

38, Qlted in Havdgrave Juv,, fobere L., "Tolitics md the Film in
Temil Radu®y Apfan Showsv, ML ¥ 3, Marchw1973, p. 302,




g n’ehxif from Ramaraj®, ht, January 25, 19’75;

nan Insuit to the Tamil Peoplot (Bditor's Notes), Svatolygs July 20,
1974,

“Angtomy of ME épiit'z MCRTs Challengs™, potriot, Octobor 2, 1.97'2.

"ADMK-CPI Alliance Gets Majoritys DMK aput:ed“; The Hindu, Febfuaty
28, 1974

“Anns m&-mngresa mu poct in Temil Nadu?¥, M October 26,
1974,

“anne DMK Explains 1ts Annafen®, The

_ (Kow Deihﬂg October
1a- 1973,

“AntiHCR Mobs Unleash Terror Citpalgn Against Molayaleo Community,
The Cuggeng, June 8y 1974, p.3.

dppadorat, A,, “Division of Powers", Tha Iandlan Rmopoans (Rew Delht),
Decaaber 28, 1972,

Baladhendayutham, &5 "The Rlse end Fall of DHMKY, lndian Laft Review,
11 1 4, June 1973, pp, 16-24,

Balssundersa, S.N., "DMK Secks a Positive Ideology", Asggn Tribune
{Gaubati), December 23, 1574,

 Balasundaram, 5.N,, "Tenil Nedu Politice and the 1976 Eloction®,
ghe Zoatury, X1 & 1 & 2, Junes 1975, pp. 10-11.

“Soroosh Not Keen on Merper” (Temil Nadu Newslettar), Anritg Bazag
Ragrika, Jamary 8, 1975,

+

- 8ince the material on the theme ia of very recent origin, 1
heve had to rely heavily on lesading nationsl ncuepopers snd .
magazines, Also, personasl fnterviews conducted with M.G,
Ramachandran, “Che" Qanaovamy and Velur Narayenan were very
helpful 10 the preparation of this dissartation,
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“Eig Ri£t 4n Pondichersy &man DHK®, The Statecmen {Hew Delbd),
Rovember 19, 3974,
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(Rew Dulbt), Septonber 8, 1974,
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