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4.Indian State Broadcasting Service ~ (ISBS)Js o f2-31 «
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(Lionel Fielden)u2¥ f 12T < BBCS(§+#1935=,30
Auto-)=>ds 8 QS;’LU/LUW Y4 K/,/fj%su ﬁn s
: c‘,J LU S ESE ud/ m@b&'«f_Qg/"}'}%;"g)ﬁ(biography
"A group of Indian businessmen, fired by the financial
success of European broadcasting, had floated a Company
in 1927, with too meagre capital, built two weak little station
at Calcutta and Bombay,in the following three years they
had gathered some 7,000 listeners and lost a great deal of
money. They decided to go into quuidation.The government
of India, which then and later with considerable wisdom-
thougt broadcasting a curse was there upon bullied by the
'vested interests of radio dealers to buy up the transmitters.

Having done so, it proceeded, quite naturally, to economise,
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file writers in Delhi could hardly be expected to sanction Pub-
lic expenditure on music, drama and similar relevancies : It
seemed obvious that all such frivolous waste should be
avoided.

The programmes accordingly deteriorated even from
their former low standard and Indian Broadcasting would
have spiralled down to complete eclipse had not the BBC,
at the critical moment, started one empire programme on
the short wave. Europeans in India rushed to buy sets, and
since the government had, by way of strangling broadcasting
altogether, put on import duty of fifty percent on sets, even
the 8000 extra sets purchased brought quite a deal of money
under the broadcasting head. The dealers cried that broas-
casting's profit must be used for broadcasting. The govern-
ment replied with the offer of a new station at Delhi and a
man - me, from the BBC. But, howe.ver much English resi-
dents of India listened to the BBC - and to the radio dealers
it did not matter, then, who listened to what as long as sets
were sold,,.

(The Natural Bent - Lionel Fielden , P-159,)
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QB S sis L e IS I i Lie nZ (1SBS)
ANFEEG e e A il Lo St S
ST P LGBl & o i PUUSBS)i? et Kty
U EE o F s L uahst AR Lt STz bt e
et U Sl U S L0 S Ui 35l e B i
T U1 5% 193602 /8.l 1S U &7 (ISBS U ¥ 2 x

WU AAR) L.

208G U e LWL n £ EAIRLISBS
| ::‘_Jut,ﬁugk“'“-w'uf
" | had never liked the title ISBS which to me seemed
not only unwieldly but also tainted with officialdom. After a
good deal of cogitation- which may seem ridiculous now,
but these apparently simple and obvious things do not al-
ways appear easily. | had concluded that All India Radio
would give me not only brotection from the clauses which |
most feared in the 1935 Act, but would also have the suit-
able initials, AIR. | worked out a monogram which placed

these letters over the map of india ........

But when | mooted this point, | found that there was
immense opposition in the secretariat to any such change.
They wanted ISBS and they thought it fine. | realised that | .

must employ a little unnaturel tact. | cornered Lord Linlith-
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glow after a viceroyal banquet and said plaintively that | was
in a great difficulty and needed his advice. (He usually re-
sponded well to such an opening).| said, | was w%e that he
agreed with me that ISBS was a clumsy title. After a slight
pause, he nodded his Idng head wisely. Yes, it was rether a
mouthful. | said that perhaps it was a pity to use the word
broadcasting at all, since all Indians had to say 'broadcast-
ing' - broad was for them an unpronouncable word. But |
could not think of another title: could he help me ? ' Indian
state' | said, was a term which, as he well knew, hardly fitted
into the 1935 Act. It should be something general. He rose
beautifully to the bait. * All India , | expressed my astionish-
ment and admiration . The very thing . But surely not ' 'broad-
casting ?' After some thought he suggested 'radio’ . Splen-
did, | said and what beautiful initials.The viceroy concluded
that he had invented it, and theré was no more trouble. His
pet name must be adopted. Thus 'All India Radio ' was
born".
(The National Bent -Lionel fielden ,-P-193
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