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IITllODUOTIOB 

· .. 

!he tosation ot the Oomnnm1et Intema.Uonal wu the institutionalisation 

ot the idea of a world revolution. From the vert beginn!na the SOoial1n 

·work!ng olaas JIOV-eftt poaiessec! mtematiQDal features, 'the oall, 

8 \obrlcen of tbe WOrld, UniteS•,. appeared m the ·Cotmmaniat Manite&~~to with 

it.- declared ~ to overthrow the l'bourgeoieie• 1D 8VeJ!'I oount17, 'lhe 

•Colmnuniat League• organized bf Karl Man: 1n IDndon 1p the 8WII!Der of 1847 
1 .. 

vaa based on these 1deaa. 'lhe Pint International ft;med ln 1864 and the 

Second Illtemational tound:ed in 1889 also incorporated the same idea ot 

1ntemat!onelillia. 'lbe \bird, the ComzmD1at ·Irltemattonal. o:r Camintem, . . 

· vaa touncte4 at the P:lrst lt)rld ·Congress mlch opened 1n Moaoov on Much 2, 
.,_ 

1919. It gave a new image to the idea of 1ntel'Dat1onallaa - the 

founding ot a SOviet wrld state. S1gnlt10$1tl3', the Bncutive Ocadttee 

of' the OcaiDtem atated ita aim, "our fhll'd tntemational is aJl 

intematicmal aesoo1at1on ot the proletariat of all oountriea 1br the. 

purpose of overthroving th8 bourgeoisie and ot lqing the toundatlcma-
2 

tor an Intemational Soviet Repllbl.lo•. 

1 O.J4. Stetlott, Dld.O!% 2l ruo IBH£9•\&smal (London, 1928), P• 17. 

2 •Itmg Live the first Of Ma;rl Ialg Llve ai.amuniat•, April 20, 1919, 
~1&'\ lnttmatlon% (LoDdcm, 1919), llo. 1, British edition, . 
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Apart· btcm en 1nv:ttat1oD to ·rewluttonarr groups all over the 110rld 

vhioh vas ·pnbllsbed 1n •Prawa• on JsTJUart 241 19191 aaldng to nnd 

r&Pftaentattves to a· amlgresa that 'WOUld oreate a nev lnteftlat1onal, 

there vas no special invitation to the Latin American eoo1al1at groupe 

fbr participation 1rl thft. toundlng congress ot the aadntem from the 

Bolshevik leaders. ihentore there vas no part.ioipaat t.rom Latin America . s 
1n the ·towld1ng congress ot the Oomintem. Added to this the abaEDoe 

of proper 1nto:rmat1on channel at the time ot the establlsbml!llt ot the 

Comlrlt~ preVI!ft\ed socialist groups of Latin America from having a cilear 

idea about the plai'la and programmes of the Oonmnmiat leade!'s in RQssia. 

Moreover due to the ·lack ot traneport taoUlties and the. extraord1nat7 

d1f'tlault1ea 1n getting passports at that time there vas little 

pa,rt,iclpation. from outside. '!he only genuine delegate tram abroad vas 

Eberlein ot Gematlf •. Bllt to give the Plrat Congress an 1ntemat1onal 

oompos1t1on, LeDin f:Uled the vaoant seats with acme foreign radioals, 

\ho he.ppened to be 1n Jllesla at that time end also with a tev prlsonere 

ot var. 

Dllrlng the last dqa ot the ft.rst Congress ot tbe Comlntem, on 
' 

Marob 5 and 6, 1919, the delegates approved a nwaber ot impol"tent docamenta. 



·1heae docwaera\s like the •'lheaee on Boa.rgeola . Demooraqr a11d Proletarian 
' '· .. 

Diotators1i1p•, CODtain principles of the Bolaherika concerning the 
. ~ . 

CamlDtem. Of the six Ma3or statED.ents, the MaJllteato vr.lt~ b.Y Tl'otak,y .. 
· 1tas the moat 1DzPortaDt in view ot the obj eotlves ot the congress. lht 

.all· these atatcaenta· vere taere13 a restat.ent ot tbe old Mardat-Lea.Sniat 

ideas like thG neeeas1t;y ot the "new 8lld higher wl"ker' s demoorao;r• 

instead ot the bourgeois deoora<V• '1'btlv PJ'Qiised peace aDd prosper11;7 

tor nev natlcmal ~tea, colonial peqples GJ1d tor the UDder p~ed 

ot ~ k1n~s. Str&Jlge]3 enough there vas no mention ot I.a\in America, 

even 1n · the atatsl.trrlt \111ch ccmtained an · eruuatian ot iihe current . . , 

1Dtemational aituaticm and tbe poliey· ot the Allied Pt»vere. 

In·· the Mani(esw iesued at the Second Congress ot Cca!ntem (~ 17 -

. Augiurt, 1, ·1920). it lias etated that in Latin .America there .vas a 
' . 

:at~e ,betveen· the British !mper1al1811l and the new United States 
. . ~ > 

fllperi8l.J.a. It assumed that USA' a intention \iaS to th!latorm the Latin 
. . - ' 

· -..rtoan ·countries into ~ts aoloniea. !he COngress expressed the view 

.. 
d1otatorab1p ot the proletariat va8 passing through different stages 

fllld that the wol'kera ot the colonial an4 ead-colontal countries ho.d . s . . . 
onl7 a~811Gd•. . aJ.t the Congress vas not speoitJ.c wioh vere the colonial 

. . 

countries artd sad-oolon1al countries. However, tor centuries Latin 

Allerioa vas under .the TQke·ot·Saperiall.a. 

-.': ,, 

5 Ibid., PP• 123-4. 



In the 111\eport on tlle "-"rld Eoona~lo orltie . and the lev 'tasks of 

tbe CclmmU111st Il'ltematlonal• o.t the 1'h1rd \brld Oongreaa (June 22-

JulJ 12, 1921) 1t vas admitted that iblloving the exit ot 81glal14 there 

was no competitor to the American bsperiallsm in· Latin Allerioa. Again 
.. 

1t was emphasized that capitalism had scored· ~eat · CODqllelts during the 
. . 6 

earlier seven years :1n the oolonlel and semS.-colordal oountr1e8. It 

indicated that Latin America had been aonaidered bt. acmmtom a par\ of 

either the oolotdal or sad-colonlal countries. · 'lhe Report pointed 0\tt 

that the Cotdntem had been w.tohing the process of l'ePlaceDent ot 

British imperlalita b1 the American baperlaliam 1n the region. 

In the proceedings of the Fourth Uorld Oongress of the Com1ntem 

(november '1 - DeCG!lber 3, 1922) there lla8 DO specific mention· ot Latin 

America. AVen at the . F11"th 'lorld Oongrea3 o t the Comintem (JU!le 17 • 

Juq 6; 1924) in the Eltew.t1ve OoliBitt&e ~ there vas not a alngle 

wrd ·about LatSli America. ·Mr ~Jolflllt' a delegate from Me:doo, at ttl$ tim• 

of the discussion of the EXecutive Committee Report ~la1nedt •Comrade 
I 

Zinoviev in his report on the American par\?' eJlDO'Wlced 1t~t struggle 

-against the :lmper1alism of the 1Jnited States in the a?.Uippin.ea, btlt . 1 
made no :uJentioD ot that COUDt1'1 in Latin America•. In the Tvent,y-rJ.rat 

. session of the Congress during a. d1scuss1on em •Rational and ColOnlal 

Qlestion" Hr e.m •. ReV decle.rec! tbat tt vas the dutf ot the Illtemational 

to au.pport, the revolutionary movaaent 1D the colcm.lee aJ1d ill baoln10rd · 

countries as 1n the absence ot developed cap1tal.tem there· were no 
• 

6 Ibid.. p. 196. 
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8 .. 
revolut1ouary proletariat in t-ee COUD.tri$8• . · Olrdouall' hie reference . 

to bacltvard oountrl,es iDolu.ded Latin ·American OOU1ltr1es also •. Re . 

cont!riued that the vortera tmd peasants- ot these oountriea ahould be 

educated tor oondllcting straggle against the bourgeois d41110orat1o 

tendencies w1tb1n their respective nationalities. He dedded the OQlonlal : . 

oou.ntries into three• 

(1) Countries sere tcdallsm vas atUl the dominant fotuJ 

(2) Seml-oolonlal countries having the aembl$nce of a · 
national state,· but dflllinated f:lnanc1all.T and aUlta.r111 
by Japer1allat aou.ntrieaJ · 

9 
( s) JUre colonie~ complete11' dominated b7 . 2aper1al1•· 

In the. second category, tor eeS•.t he had mentioned apeo1t1call¥ Persia, 

China etc. Bt&t it oould be assumed that t.rom h1s deaorlpUOD almost all. 

Latin American oou.ntrles were also included jn the second SJWP• 

At the Sixth U')rld Congress held t.roa Jul7 15 to BepttDbe:r 1, 1928, _ 

the O~intem. chose to toau.s its attention eqil8.re]J' on La~ M!S,rlca. 

the Congress Viewed that the tirst impel'iallat -world war (1914-.1918) 

vas the resolt ot the imperialist stl"'lggle among the largest capitalist 

states tbr the redietnbtlt1on of the globe. · B.lt the var shook the 'Whole 
. . 

qstem of capitalism end staned a pneral orisl$ .in 1t. Aaoord1ng to 

the congress oontraM.otiona of c:rapl\ali• hlid been developing on a nev . . . 

post-war basis, and the t:lrst. WOrld War and the October Revolution bad 

split the world eoonomr lnto two 1\mdsulltalJT hoatUe .OfDPs- the camp 

ot the imperialist states and the osmp of the d1otatorabip ot the 
10 ~ . 

. proletariat 1n the USSR. 1\J.rtber 1t vae viewed that ae the · ~t : 

8 Ibid., P• 198. 

9 Ib1d. 

10 Prqgrgnf Rtlhl t:r,tat Iptemational.• AdoPted a l!al IWI& Q9!mu 
~ J!&§ Bc:ID.bE\1, 1948 , Indian· edition, PP• 10.16~ . : . ··-··. · 



_,_ 
·antagonisms vithln the oaplta11st sector of world eoonc•v vas gl'Oldng• 

. sJmultaDeouelJ the ontagonlsns bet'Vefttl the imperialist home aountl'ies and 

the 8fAl-oolonlal coantries vel'e also srovSilg. As an example the OongNse 

pointed outs 

'.lbe growtb of tendencies directed against the powert\11 
!mpeltialisa o-f the. United States in the Latin AlierioaD 
countries threatens to undermine the expansion of North 
American capital. (U) 

It again stated that because of the riatng tor . the struggle of V&.8t masses 

1ft the oolon1al OOUJ'ltrles, the aotlon of the revolu~lODa:r.r p~letariat !n 

the 111per1al1st haae aountries. end· the autagonlaas and oontlicts between 

the hapertaliat otatea, the state ot world Japer1&1.ia \10Uld ultima~ . 
. . 

collapse. 1hua the Comlntem beUeved that the masaes of the colcmial GJld 

s.S,.oolonial OOUJltries had taken to the tJ.eld ~~the ·mternatioDal 

stmggle after the f'J.rat world v&r. 

The positioft of Latin Amerlca 1n the 1ntemationa1 pl'Oletarisn 

revolutionary processes had been described b7 the ~ 1n ita prosra=me 

111be Period of traJlsit.lon ftral oapltal1• to eooiaUtm ·Gild the dlotatora!tlp 

ot the proletariat•. It ~ted tbat the oolcmial and aem1-oolon1al. oountrlee 

like Chlna, India etc. ~ the dependtl1t oountrlea Uke Argentina, BraaU 

etc. were ~ 1D the ear]T atage of the capitalist deTelopae11t and cml;r in 
12 

801Jle cases· there were ccmsiderab)T dewlloped lndttstl7. Ktmt the tea· 

"aeml-colon.lal• vas extended to molude the ao-oalle4 dependSlt countries 

ot vhich LattD Amerioan oountri.ea vere also c1t.ed as aamples. lr1 the 

maJor1t)" ot tboee aountrtes CODdlt1or:ut 414 not ta'VOllr lDdepeiDd«lt sooialist 

oonstmctlon because ot the ed.a\enae ot t6Udalmed1enl relat1ona!dp, 

MJ,tlfUpcJia. aDd ~:reign Jmperiallstio exploitation. In the progl'aDII:Ile it 

11 Ibid., p~ 18. 

12 Ibid. 1 P• 44. 



.a. 

vas stated& 

••• tn the major1tq of oases inadequate tor independent sooiaUst 
CODstruotion, with feudal medleYal relat!onships, or 1Aa1at1o 
mode of production• relationships pre.Uing 1n their eoonomlea 
and 1n tbelr poUtical super stl'llotureSJ and 1n vh1oh the 
pr!nolpal 1ndtlstrial, oami'Jlel"oial alld bank1ng enterprises, tbe 
principal means of trenapdl't, tbe large laJlded estates (lat11\md1a), 
plantations etc. are concentrated 1n the hands of foretgn 
jmperialiat gronpa. (13) 

Thus the Com!ntem considered the Latin American COUiltriea as a \bole DOt 

matured for independent soo1al1at construoticm even thotlgh the ocmtlnent 

was considered as a part of the 1ntemat1onal struggle. Here the principal 

task vas on the one hand to orpn1ze struggle against feldalla and 

pre-capitalist fbrms ot exploitation, besides developing peasant agrar!aD 

revoluttcm. on. the other balld it was neoesaa::v to direct that atru.ggle 

also agatast foreign !mper1alie with a view to achieve nat1onal liberation 

and the eatabllsbment of the dictatorship of the proletariat. To a 

maj oritr of. these oGimtries a direc\ support fnD other countries, where 

proletar1an dlotat/Jrahip eatabllahed, vae neoesfW7 tor the ancoess of 
' 14 

the revoluti.o'n. 

In a thesia - •aewlnt1ona!7 MoYement 1n the colonies, end sad

oolonlea• - adopted b.r the eixth Congress, the Oamintem deiCl'ibed 

La.tln American· position m wrld rewlutiona17 movement aptl;r. Latin 1m1er1oa 
1S 

vas included 111 the list ot "colonial• alld scal-aolcmial'* oountrlea. 
\ 

!he thesis. stressed the point tbat the grovlng eooncmio end t.d11to.rr 

13 Ibid., pp. 44-45. 

14 Ibid., p. 45. 

15 'lhe other countries illoluded 1n the Uet vere India, Oldna, Indonesia, 
Borth Atrlca aJ!<! s,r1a. 

ru&~ llom!'!rt J!! ~ ::r~ a All!!lt-~ 2!1& A4ol!te4 lbl _ t,mmt!! s.t .bl L-!RL l!lbrAAt_a J2l! 
Bcabq, , Indian ed1t1cD, PP• 1-6 • 
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· ~s1on of North Amerioan imperialism 1D Lat1n aericaa oount:rles .,. 

trnne.fbna1ng the continent into an blportant meeting place ot the 

antagonimlls of the \lbole Saperlaliat oolonisl qatan. The illf'luenoe of 
. ' 

Great Britain, vas WJt'1 decls1ve there betbre the Firat_ WOrld War, •iob . . . 16 

reduced many or ·the countries to the position of s~ooloniea. Bllt 
~ ·. . 

at't.er the ,.,~. the united States replaced Great Britain re8\llthig in · 

greater dependence of the OOUlltt"ies on the lfnited States.· 'Bvtsn thougl:l' 
. '·· ..... .. 

.in its earlier ·pronou.nctments the O~te1'11 did not de£1ne clearly the 
terms •oolord.al~t and •sem2,-colon1al•, 1n the nev thesis it. vas clear;!¥ 

. sto.ted that t10st of the cormtr1es of Latin Amer1oa vere sud-colonies 
. . 

and at the same time dependencies• 1h1s observation ot the Ocm!n~m · at . 
the time of the· Sixth \:Orld Oongr&ss show tb&.t Latin A!Ilerica was in 

the earl1' stage:. ot revolutlonary process. . 

At the time o·t the Seventh Yorld Congress in 1936, the tdtuntion ot. 

tatin 1-.morioa ·had nl.reaitr cb&ngt,d. Yaaisa and :taaoiem had ita effect 

1n Latin Americe. also at that time. So the Cemintel'll . oonftned itself 1D 

cballdng out the taatica of the Cclmnunist parties of this area to rea1~ 

the Faacist. movenent. 

tnring the ear~ years of its exist~ct:t, the Soviet lfnion vas too 

bllq with other pressing mattet"B to t!U.l'1l: or do much ab011t Latin Aaer1ca. 

Imp()rtant Soviet tactics in_ this area were, ror a long time, contl'Oll.1ng 

and dlnoting the looal COmmunist parties 'Which considc-ed Xoa~v as the . . ' -

centre of COIIIINDism. Before 'World War U Latin America wa.a ODly. a 

seoondar.v theatre to SoViet Unicn :ln its tore1gu-reJ.o.t1ons. Even in. the 

great • Soviet aus:rclopS.e4ia 1 ( 192'1) one ttnds mere 150 liOrds aboUt Bollver. 
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Alld th8re 'lias on:b" one eol1~ article on a Latin aerloan theme. SJ1 the · 
official list ot all h1sto:r1cal etudiea udertakfll in the Soviet tJn1on 

1'1 
between 191'1 aDd 1942.. LeDin· had deolared that the South Aaeri.OGD 

republics, especiall¥ Argentina, were no more than neo-colcmtes. teobnicallt . . . 18 

illdeptlllldent, 'blt econ01111callT ·'bowld. taat to Br1ta1n. In th1s statement 

tJ1eite vu no meDtion abotlt tba American Silperiali• vhiah vas beocm1ng 

more powert\11 one 1n that region. 

HOlrteVer Len1l1 • s ob.j eotl vea and ideas on I.tlt!n Allerica t.roa the beg11m1ng 

were vague. There vas no eJ.ngle strategy 'bllt dlttereat strategies adopted 

by the Kraalin ~t different tlmes on Latin America. aoaord1ng to the exigencies 

of the 'attuatlorl. _., 1943 tour m&3or stages ot lt had oo011rec!. The th-at 

stage fJXiended baa.· the foulldiDg ot the aadntem to ldein' s death 1D J81lG.fi.rt 

1924. 'ftl1a ~ the ear]t periOd of Ccldntem•e atrate&r 1n Latin Amerlca. 

'lbe aeooud ooYering the events from the death or LeDin to approxSmatel;( 1929. 
. . ·. .; 

"lb.ia vas the period du:rlng vhloh the Oca!ntem end the parties atf.W.atec! to 

lt we~ being •Bolaheviaed•. 'l'he third etage extended to 1985, the rear ill 
wbioh the aevtllth end last Collgreea ot the Oclalntem vu held. 1b1a .vas kn0\JI'1 

" ' 

as the-~ periOd. 'lhe fourth artase, traa the SeveDth CCmSntem 

Congress upt,O the dls~lution ot the CcaiDtem 1n 19431 vas knoe as the 

Popular F.rcm~ Period. · 1hen foul" stages 1D the developaent of Sovtet Pollqy 1D 

· Latin Alnerioa V1l1 be OODaidehd 1n the tolloldng · aeotloDs. 

. . 
1'1 Stephen Ollasold, •the So't'let tJil1on and l.aUn Ame:rloa • t 1n Olandlo Ve.l.b 

(eeL). ktl& A1!0!1si JBd l!1l 0£1bb!f! (Dew Yom, 1968}, P• 448. 

18 V.I. Len1D, l'l!mlr1al1:J' l!ll Ukheat Stag 9.! Cap1t!l1e (Moscow, 19M); 
P• 78 (aagllah e41t1cm ·• . . 
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BS!ABLISHMEN'l OF COHMtmiS't PARtiES 
m LATIN AMERIOA, 1919-1924> 

.. 
ID the ear~ period of its Giatence the C~tern represented a 

genu:lne}T co-operative e~rt b1.all ~1st parties tor a -world 

revolution. Bllt in Latin America in the beg!rmiilg of tbia period ~e 

were on]3'- SocialiSt parties and Socialist groups. -So the primary ta* 

ot the Ccrn1ntem vas to bring into existence COlDJil11D1st parties 1D Latin_ -

American countries to pl1'8118 its goals. ar akUl~- _,ezplo1t1ng the 

existing dlaoontent among the people ot the OontiJlct it SOV$4 the aeed · 

ot the Communist moVE1!1ent there. The situation that existed in LaUD -

America vas such that even at the. end of the nineteenth eent.u1'7, 4upite 

political indepeDdence, the old social s:rataa- vas aoritimd.ng 1a- all 

the countries ot this continent. -It begaD to fl!lange oDlT b.Y the- begSnn!Dg 
1 ' 

ot the present oe111tury. Aa a reso.lt a dual fbs of ,ooietq Came into 

ex1ateuoe- ODe tradit!.ollal and agrarien alld the other modem, Urban, 
.·· 

' - ' 

1ndu.-trial1sed 8lld aggressive. IneVJ.tab~, the regiOn beoee the so"'e . - 2 
·of two aiault&Peous revolutioni- industrial and sooial. ·~t gaYe wr 

- . 
to wide-spread hoatUity to traditional approach- and there vas a grov!Dg 

danand among the people for an !apro'ftl!ent 1n their atand&l"d -ot l1Ying.-

1'bia gave birth to a growing discontent among the ptopl.e. 

1 Joselfl Maier tmd Riobemt w• Weathemead ( 84.), fgJd.tJ.ol st Gh•fli 
.!! kt1n A;•r1sa (lev Yoa, 1964), P• 4-5. · · . · 

2 Federico G. OU, •Ocammmtsn 1n Latin America•, 1n Dan -N. laooba (ed.),- _ 
l!!! lu 99Ee'ml (lev Yom, 1969), p. 184. 
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In 1919 · Miohael Borodin, the Pirst Soviet Etlllssal7 to Latin .Arlleriea, 

reachat Mexico. He vas a BuaaisJl vho Uved ft>r a J:I.Umber ot Tears Jn 

the United States. According to M.N. aqy, Bol"'din •had ecme to the Nev 
s 

t:orld as the first emissa1'1 ot the ne¥11 ftJwlded Ccl!lnl101at International•. 

Kexioo, to a oertdn extE11f, appeared to be the moat suitable oentre f'or 

COll!tnUiliat expa:nston throughoUt Latin Amel"ioa, because the political 

ideology prevalent .there vas considered more or less: related to ccmmnlJliam 
4 

or at least to sooielian. On the basis of its Olll political ideolo(!$', 

Mexico had undergone a revolution vhioh had begun 1n 1910. Folloving a 

bitter oi "111 var it vas able to smash tbe power of' the tcdal 18114-o\Jlers 

and of the church 1n favour or the Indian peassntt7• Bllt the attitude 

of' the Mex1oan revolutionaries towards Soviet lbssia wa8 rather snbivalent. 

U1Ue some of' than expressed great enthusiasm alxmt the new Soviet 
5 

expertment others were alread;y disUlu.sioned 1:V it. ar the time the 

a.tssian communists began sending their propagandists and their agents to 

the countrt, tbe Mexica:a Revolutionists vere able to eq11al or even to 

better them. ihe.r had alread3" oaFJ'ied out progranmes l1ke agrarian retom, 

nationalization o t 1ndU.stl"3' and social secu.ri t7 under their o~ m.omentum 

even though their revolution grew out of' ana.roho-SJ'lldioalism rather th811 
6 

from Marxism. 

S M.N. Roy, Ma!i&!J (Bombq, 1964), P• 194. 

4 J.B., •OC'.!JDIDIIl'liat Strategy in te.t1n Atllerica•, lbJ l(OrM T2d§Z' 
(Imldon), wl. 4, ~e 1948, p. 288. 

5 Ibid. 

6 s. Vatter Vaslrl:Dgtcm, "Mexican Resiatence to Qonmnm1••, ForeiSQ &Ua!;rs 
(New York), wl. 36, Ap~U 1958, P• 504. 
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Borodin tried unsucoessthllT to t:lnance CCIII!n1Diat operations 1n the 

. ' lev Q)rld ll1th anuggled Cl'O\tZl j ewele. ~e got 1n tou.ah vith the young 
. . 

Indian-natlonal.lat, M.N. Rot, tihca he oanverted to Mar.d.am. 'lhrougb Boy, 

Borodin was able _to ••t P.realde'Dt VeDUaila:no CarraDXa and the Foreign 

:M1n~er of MexiOr,.· to than, acool'dins to Bo7, be had GlO&moad that the 
' 

nev. regime Jn Jblssia V&8 vert .. sympatbeUo toval'da the struggle ot the 

Latill A.eriaan peoples agaJ.nst· Japerial.itsm and was eager to help th• Jn 
<. 

everr possible manner. lor that a Latin Araertcan B~reau of the Canmun1st 

:EDt.'em~t!onal should be eetablilhed 1n Medoo aDd the consent of the Preaidct .. ' ,... .· . a 
ot the Republic vaslleGded tor 1t. the otter vas received cooll7 because 

the Ma:doan Govemment thought that the eatabl1sbment of a Latin ttJBerioau 
. 

. 8llreau or the Cl<ldntcn 1n the cou.nt17 \10\ll.d give opportunlt,. to the ~asians 

to 'create orpJlbed OQIIIUlUDiat ao._Cilt among the people. Bat the foreleJ:l 

M1n.1ater fil'anted tbe taoU1ty tor Bo~ to contact the West Blropesn 
: . ~ . 

J3ureau ot the Cadn~m .tn Bolland. Borodin soon· returned to MOaoow and 

he vaa _.-t to China for plqing sn important role in buUding up the OCJIII!1UD11t 

- . 
It was M.R. Rot lilC) eetabliabed the Ccrm:ttnmist Pa:rt7 of Med.oo. It vas 

,· 

over the t!Di ·M.Soau Sooialiat farV• &lt the.T ~expelled tmn that p~ 

~ after-their e.dlaiesion to lt. following th1a e.U.slon ea~ ot_thtm ba4 

7 Boro41n's mission. ws to lltilggle a qaantlv of 1\lssien Cro\11 Jevela llhioh 
vare to be aqld tor oovering the expenses of the So"f'let Ca!Deroial 
~ission 1D the t1n1 ted States and the rest to finance the OoriJ!'mmist 
mcrt'aezt~ ·!rl the Jev \~rld. '3ee "·'· ~~ n. 8, P• 199. 

a·· Ibid., P• 2()8. · 
"'·" '. 
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converted his taction into a. ·~1st Part'.iT"• Both Parties sought 

att111at1on mth Oam!ntem. Bttt ~ the party led by Roy got reoogD.1t1on 
9 

&om the Qom!ntem in 1920. Since then it became the ott1o1al Mexicall 

Communist Party. Bllt the tlrst aonmr.miot Partar ot Lt.t.t!n America vas 

given birth b1 Argentina. 1bere the rust oommun!st organization vas 

aonstituted on J'eJtUary 5 and 6 ot 1918 1n a congress und~ the cha1mansh1p 
10 

of Jose r. Penelon. A Ch.UlWl acmmnmiat called lnis E. Recabantln,. 

vbO vas said t.o be Lenin's right hand man 1D Latin Alnerica, also attended 

·the Congrese. 'l"dis o~anization vas named the Inte:rnational Socialist 

Party. This nev PaN had wel.CC!led the suooesaiUl revolution 1D 1Wss1a. 

and described the !"e'VOl\it1onar1ea as the •he1"01c vanguard of IDtemational 
u 

Socialism". . It supported the Italian Socialist Partq 1n the :founding 

congress of the Oomintem. In Decoolber 1920 according to the instracticna. 

ot the Oom1ntern it cb.aJlged its name an the Cormmmis\ Partq ot Argdltina. 

Arter the tol'Dltltion of the Corllmtmist Party ot •tmeo with the 

RllsoiaJl 6\l~ent, Ro1 lett for tiosoov, together Vi th Charles PhUl1ps, . 

an American communist for presenting the deolnration at the Seeond 
12 

Cominteftl Congress. After the Second Comintem Oonaross Pb.Ul1ps retumed 

to worit 1n Mexico tor some time. lie vas joint:d b1 tvo OomintEJUl delegates -

the veteran Japanese commmiat, Sen Ratqe.ma, and a young Itsl1an-Americau, 

lalis Fraina. t4thout a.ch1eving mob ltatqama lett Mexico o.tt.er a tew !liOllths · 

9 aon1e E. Popp~no, l.!ruaationJM. :.t• JB LatJ.n etrt;ts A IU&m: 
9l at mapent lm·l!U h,ondon, 1964, P• 59. 

10 Sal va.dor De l.fadariaga, Ie&t1n tqngrige. Betwee the li.llg !!14 lJ!I ,Dar 
(Rev York, 1982), p. 140. 

11 Poppino, n. 9, p. 59. 

12 Roy, n. s, PP• 216-223. 
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15 
and Fraina· returned to the United States. 

In the Second Oomintem Congress of 1920 onJT one oountz7 t.rcm Latin 
. 14 

America - Mexico - was represented br three delegates. The Second 

Congress waa ~vaned at the tbe lrhen thiJ expected m.tropean rewl,uts.on 

tailed to take plaoe. · lUld the onl1 00Jn111U'l1at regime to v1D JX)Ver outside 

Bnasia headed b;r ·Bela1c:un in Hunga17 (Maroh-August 1919) had been overt.'brolll. 

This he.cl brought about a disoemible obange 1n the attitude of the Congress 

towards the question of bu.Ud1ng the 001111l'QJ11st movement and it anphasiaed . 

the need ror better d1so1pl!ne and e. tlrm centralleadel"ahip. 1he twenty cme 

oonditicms tor adldsaion to the 1nterllat1onal1Mre 1ntroduotd in thle 
15 . 

'lbis gave rise to CODtroversiea and ~siona in .the Sco1al1st 

Parties of the world. In Latin AJnerl.aa al110 its ~ions were apparent. 

onl7 su.oh Soo1aliat. Parties which vera ready .to aooept these conditions 

were able to get the recognition of the Cclliintem. filese colld1t1o4s pavect 

the vst tor a r1gt.d oeotralleadGl'ahip. 'lhe two subs~ct Gomintem 

Congresses held iD 1921 end 1922 i\lrther tigbt.Ciled the dieoipline vitldn 

the Q(I!IDIUDist moTe!lent. 

VithiD tbe limit or the t'WfJ!lty one oonditioDa, during 1921-22 

Gommui.dst Part.ies wre fomed in UIU£1ltlT• Ohile and Braail. In U'NgUq the 

communist Partq vas formed following a spllt in the sooioliat raake att.er 

. the Russi&m Re'volutloD. Before the '"Nerl4 \:.'ar I socialism and trade unioD 

13 Stephen Oliaaold (ed.), Sortt~ fffff=YiDa.!Wl kt'=a &aer19Jb !U!-lm!!• 
A oomnuJlBU suryv (London, 1970 , P• s. · . · 

14 · ~ames v. Hulse, .1!! Ismd.y ,2t lbl. 90f!l!!B1& 19Umat1onal (Stanfbrd, 1984), 
p. 194. . 

15 Oond1t1ons · (t'W811t.f one) ot a&dasicm to the Communist Interoat1anal vere 
approved b.T the Second Oongress of the Ccaintem (AUgUst 6, 1920). 
See Sidnt!IY Hook ( ed.), WQrW ggamgd.sga 1St Rst!P'P\m Jiaterlll, 
(Bev Yom, 1926), pp. 36-42. · · 
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movaneDt had taken root. among the urbaD wm1ng class of Ul'llgQq. Its people 

vera more alert tban Mex104Jls abou.t the events to1dng ple.oe outside the 

hemisphere. Uruguq bad been fll3oy1ng politioal etab111ty under represeutat1Te 

govermnel)ts. Most of the· U:NgtlaJl aoo1al1sta vere S~~~Pathelio to the 

Bolshevik endeaWilr to bl.tUd a nev kind ot f30oio-polltlca1. order ·m the 

Sovie\ Union anei- 191'1. !here Vel'e JJUq" soo1allste wiD ldentltied thtaeel vee 

v1th. the Ruse ian eXperime11t. !heJ,y began to nrge tor the a.tt1Uat1on ot 

their Party vith the Oom1ntem. This. led to a debate wltb!A the Partu which 

1~ t1«t 1ears. In 1919 pro-Soviet dtllatlds vere moatlt 1n the maritime 

unions, led. bT llgt!111o Ocmea. In Septe~ot.ober 1920 the Socialist Partq 

had a priVate Dleet1Dg 1D. vh1oh three quartera ot the meliva had exprassecl 

their villlngnesa to join the Intematicm~. Bllt tbe maJn obstacle vaa 

Lenin's "tvent¥ one oond1t1ons• tor m•bershlp ot a foreign OCI!lmUU1st ParV 

1n the ComiDteJ'Il. '1'he top leaders ot the party were DOt vlillnf.J to accept 

these conditions. In 19~ in the first U:Npqan OCIIDGD1at ~newspaper, 
16 

... JUattoia•, Gome~ arped tor the atfU1atioD ot the parte with the CcldD\em. 

At last 1n the annual oonYention of the Put7 which was held ln_ Aprill921• 

ovelidlelmtng Dl83orlt7 of the 4eleptes led bT Goaes 'VOted 1D favour ot the 

attU1atlon ot the partff with the Ccldn\el'Q and to adopt the D8Die Ocamm1at 

Pa~ ot urnguq. 1hlll the par\r celebra\ec! October a, 1920 ae ita . 11 . . 

tbundation daT • 

In. OhUe the GCID'I\Ulist aowmct vs.s a p~ot ot the natiml' e OVi 

·political Blld econcaic heritage. It va.a le4 bT the Chileans themselves. so 

1n this aeDa& it vas Datioraal1et 1D ortg1D. The Labour mo\'faent ot ObUe vu 

16 Manin Allsk;r, umea:r• A Qs!ppWJ¥1 3PDP' (lev Yolk, 1989), .,. 61 •. 

1'1 ~~ n. 9, p. ss. 
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vell orgs;niaed, large, higbl;r aelt-ccmsoious GJld po.Utical.lT alert. !me 

Recabarren, a revolutionary and ·the leader ot OhUe1e extnmlst poupa in the 
. 18 

north, became the fot:mder or the OhUean Cammtmist Partq. At the meet11ig 

of the Intemat1onal Socialist BureSl in Brussels 1n eai'lr· 19CB, Recaberren 

had direct contact vith Lea:ln. A eoc1alist w:rkers Plll"V of ~Ue had been 
' 

f'otmded 1D 1912 b7 Recaba.rren. 1h1s Partr vas ve1l established having 

branches ~most part of tho ooant17. Immed1atel7 after the founding of the 

Cc:lmm\mist Illtemational in 1919, the Ohllean Soc1al1et \brkera PutT sought 

to join it, as thlq ~attracted _b.1 the progranm~ of the Camintem 

Recabarren proposed to his coUeagu.es that the PSX't7 abmlld tte afiUiat.ed 

v:tth the aam!ntern. But same of the other leaders vere not read;r for it. 

In a part\V's convention at Rancagua 1n DeCEDber 1921 tl1e proposal va8 
19 

repeated and accepted unanSraouslJ'. OD JtJf!U41'1 1, 1922 it romallt adopted 

the name, the COmDnmist Part7 of ChUe aJld beC8l!le the Chllean section of the 
20 

aomintern. 1b1s vas the~ Soc1al1st Party vlthout qq ap11t \thlah 

became tbe part of intem.ational communist movaaEllt 1n Latin America. 

In BrazU, it. was anaJ'Oh1sm, and not soclalism, wh1ch ca11sed the 

ccamunist momnent. In 1918 the anarchlst ag1 tators llho bad alrea4Y Pf!lletrated 

trade unions and wol'kers aasoo1at1ons founded 1D Porto ltlegra a amal1 

Max1mal1st UnioJl. '!he orgaJlhatioD eet&bllahed contact tdth the Oblummist · 

groups 1n Montevideo ·end Bllenos Aires. It received en0111#l propaganda t.ral 

these sources as vell as d1reotl7 ~ Mosoov. Oota.vlo Brand.ao, a fomer 

anarob.ist, oonverted and started the tosat.ton. ot small CQIIDIJ1Dist gronps 1n 

18 s. aole Blas1er, ctChUes A Qarlmmist Battle. GrcNncl•, 1\?115&&1 ist1ei19J 
9tafterk (Nev tom), vol. 85, PP• 354-5&. 

19 Poppillo, n. 9, P• 88. 

20 Blaaier, n. 18• p. 856. 
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larger cities and tol&ls. In the ~~at tonal capital on Boftlllber 7, ·1921 . . n . . . 
·. a comnnmls\ fJl'OtlP ot twelve manbers vas tcnmded. Bllt tb• CQmrnmls\ Partq 

of BrasU vas to~ organised at the tlret parfi7 congress, held bl. 

R1o de Janeiro_ and N1tero1 on~ 25-2'1 ot 1922. Ccldntetll bed SSlt e. 
22 

. massage o t _ greet,Jngs which vas read to the delegatee. 

Dt11'1Dg the ftrst _rev :rears as the Comintem vas pres1da4 over b.1 

Rns~ions 8l'ld llropeans llho liere prima~ conoemed wltb SOviet problems 

and the prospects tor OCI!Il11lJ11st expans1cm 111 other western ca.p1 taUs\ 

countries, Latin Jlller1CeJ1 parties vera giVen vert little pra~1oal ·and 

·ideological guidance. · The Comlntem oftic1ale ~r a lartg time regarded this 

region s:l.mpq as another •colonial• ~ea. like China and Dldia. The Soviet 

. leaders initialJT did not force their v1evs on the :rao.ns Latin Ame1"10Qil 
. -

parties. It vas· also . not neces8817' be~se all these parties looked to 

)losaov as the oCJISMIUlist Mecca. 'lheu regal\ied the head of the communist 

party or the Soviet union as the onl1' authentic interpreter of Matxist 

doctrine. Evan 'before the struggle ror Soviet leaderahip broke out openlJ 

1n the 1920's, Latin A:llleriosn parties used to follov the line of the 

domin81'lt faction 1n the Soviet Ccllmlunist Part:r. And the.r used t.o look upon 

the Comintern as the ftnal arb1te:r in ·ideological and other disPu,tes wlthin 

· their organua.ticms. 
' .. 

_B,y1922 Allred Sti:mer, c. Swiss, had beaD plaoect !D-charge of Lat1D 
. ~ . 

~erican atfairs at Com1ntem headquarteN. 'lhe Oomintern repreaentatlves 

· a.t first used the Mexican Ca:tmunist ~ as an 1nsti'Umel'lt 1n pranotjng 

the communist movement in other parts ot Central America and the Caribbean. 

21 Fopp:lno, n. 9, pp. 70.71. 

22 Ibid. 

' 23 Ibid.' p. 155. 
/ 
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, 

!bus the MexlcaJl Cclrrlmlm.ist faitt1 took the responelbW.tq tor o~idng the 

01ataDelan OollmSDist Partq lillich 1n tnm organised the CkJ.\mnm1st Part:r in 

E1 Salvador. Bu.\ in Mexioo the acammmists made Uttle progress. Me:doo 

pref_.red to oa'1!t'f out its revolution 1n its 01111 wrq. As a result the 

oomtntem became hostUe to MexiQ&n revolutionar,v leaders and it declared 

that it was the dutq of tiie Mexioau C<ammlst Partq to deet1"01 the Ulusions . u . 
of the mass ti.bcmt the o.ot1'f1t1es of the Mexican govel!mlent. 

PU.rtber, the Ccm:lnterll atttaPted to give the ta.ot1cs to be £ollovec1 by 

the Mexioan O<amnist Partq 1n detaU. on parliamtctat7 and revolutions.t7 

tactics the ·CamJ.ntern bad v:rittEG a letter to MexiCan Ocmmamist Parfq 01'1 
25 ' . 

AUgust 21, 1923. Xn it the decisions of the Second Congress of the 

· 001Dll1Uf.liet lntemat.1onal rege.rd1ng parliemGtltarlCll vas stated. J'i:rst of all 

the party' vas to make Concrete plans tor parl1amant.ary aotivity lbiab. waa 
' . 

to be oriented more to~s CJarl71ng on the etrnggl.e against the bourseo1s 

qstEm' than 1n br.1ng1ng about refoms vitbin that systEm. It was stated 

that the a1m o! the vorking class was ·to Zltlash the. 1nstitu~on of parl1•ent 

and to establish proletarian organs of power. Th- it auessed the 

sign1t1canoe of tbe national!~ end revolutionar.Y strU.ggl.CJ for treedcl'fl in 

the oentral American countries. A wming vas g1 ven 1D the letter Bbollt the 

stronger 1mporicl.~t tenden<JY or tbe u.s.A. towards the south than eVM- · 

before beoause the purchasing pover of Dl:tOpe vas dvindltng at that tae 

vhile Amerioan prod\lota vere comSng more and mo~e 1n .Ia.t1n Alliertca. 1'lle 
'· 

letter stressed that the pol1t1oal attitude of the United States towards the 

ooun~s of the south waa detemtnfd bY' the cap1tal.1sta of North Al!lerloa 

24 · IDki'P9\1~ lEU! Oqrrtspend•u• (BerUn), · Ro. vs, No~er a, 1928, P• 148&. 

25 us, Haase of Representatives, Oalldttee on Un-American Actlv1t1is, Jll 
-. !d OcmliPkur• . S)ra\ep,[ JSd ta~ it Y9d4 jigpp!lcg, A• 1• 
.. c:=:n;;;;;;;;;;:;;;.;;J!I!= .... MitoiWe~ ..... d!Mii-··a 1bJ ll!1k4 ssv,kua CiJaihmgton, 1956}, PP· m-s1 •.. 
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and the backward economic and sooiel developnont of the countries ot 

Latin America. 

The Oomintem vrote about the bacltward eacnam!o &Jld social developllent 

of the J..at!n AJnerican countries be,oause 1n tb.~s period the old stq'le 

oolcmiel exploitation or tour centuries we only oaming to an ~d end 1n 

one torm or another the old political, sooiel end aulturel terms were 

existing 1n these CCJ~.mtries. the great disparities in vealth, raoial 

differences and habits or dictatorship vere continuing. The eoonC'IIG" ot 

Latin Amorican countries were predom1nentl1 agriallltursl. Agriculture 

was moot}J based on big estate a. So the important sooial probls was 

the peasant's neod ror land. Bat these po()r people were not capable 1n 

achieving their ends. 'lhe post war popllation explosion Glld the <vert lov 

income of the l"'U"al wol'kers vere other mportnnt aharaoteristioe ot 

this backwardness. . Ill view of sucil conditions the developnEnt in. social 

and economic fleld of Latin American countries vas verr alov. In tho 

letter \hich Can1ntern had ~itten to the Mesloan Oo'J!lnUnist Party on ~st 

21, 1925 it vas again atated that the rowlutione.ry movement or MexidO 

had been Gllppressed by the agents ot the local as woll as Atnericr.n 
26 ' 

govermlents. Bt.lt under the pl't.lssure ot events the MexioaD a~ist Party 

failed to pnt into practice all thsae direct!ono given by the Gamintoril. 

lD tho meantime Hoseov had been trJi,ng through ·its m1ss1on 1n Gel:'maJV' 

for tb.e establisbmtt1t or diplQ'Ilatic relations with the 1-fe:doan Government. 

Talks liere started even 1n the summer ot 1923 1fl Berlin between tho Soviet· 

and Mexican Ambassadors 1n OermallT -U.N. KrestJ.n~ and del Cast.Ulo 
~ . 

re8P$ot1ve~. Oellleral Alvaro Obregon, fresident of l·texlco, proposed that 

26 Ibid. 
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there should take place ·the exchange ot trade m1es!ons as a fil'st step tovarda 
28 

d1plamat1a relations. On October 16, 1928 ItrQstina'kr' forwarded tbia proposal 

to the. People• a Oamm1ssar1t fbr Foreign Ai'tairs. '!he Soviet Go~l!'mellt replied 

that as thero was no reaiprocal material ola!ms existing between the eopntriea, 

there va.a a possibility ot the ~eval ot relations on the sole ·condition of 
29 . 

mutual "S! Jure" recognition. It stated that it vas better to settle all 

issues through normal dipl.a:m.tia chatmels e.tter cdla.nging OUVO)"S• lht LeDin's 

death in JSX1Ua17 1924 inj eoted into the a1tuat1on some unoertaintq and \lith it 

the til'St period :ln soviet relations vtth latin Alllerice. oame to an end. 

- 'l'hus in this period soviet Union beg6Il to helP in establishing cor:nuniat 

parties 1n all the Latin AJllerlcan. counb.~os as tluq vere the instruments 

through wilioh ·the communiot noVEailent sought to establish its power tb.ronghout 

the vorld. 1he ~tem v&a used m~ as an agent t:v .Soviet Ullicn for this 

parpose •. ·'.!he directiv~n of the Gatlintet'll to the MO¥iaatl Communiot Partq SnOWed . 
. 

that it was encou.raging the locel Com.:nunists of Latin Bnerica to utU:toe the 

11ant1-1mperial1&tictt attitude or tbe people of the region for ito propag~ 
, 

purposes. ·so also the Camintem had been attacking during this period the 

United States 1n-veotments 1n the economic rt.eld or the countries of this ccmt!:nent. 

Tho econom.ie and social ba.ckwar~&$8 ot Latin Anlerica !acUito.ted to some . 

ext.ent the growth or Comrnmist influenae e.meng the people espeei~ the 

lover claBses. 

28 Ib1d., P• 229 • 

29 lb1d. 
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ME BOLSHlNIZ..'t.'liOD naiOD, 1924-1929 

Betveeo 1924-1929, as elaevhere, m Latin .America too faotional 

stru.ggles began to crop up v1tb1n Oammtmist Parties. Of the two important 

reasono, the tlrst vas perSonal rivalries alnOJlg the leaders ot these 
"" 

communist groups. 'lbe other vas the effect or the power struggle then 

taking place within the Cclllmtmist Po.rtT ot the Soviet Union itself. As a 

result of the stl"Ufmle, t1rst against trots'!~¥, tbel'l against Zlnoviev and 

Bukharl.n, Stalin ~consolidated his personal dlotatorship 1D the 

Soviet Union. Consequent~, by 1929 the dependeDoe of ;1ntematf.onal 

oommtmisill on the Soviet union became more er;p11o1t• S1mnl:taneou.s)1' free 

public discussions or the Com!ntem poli<tr. also besaJl to vanish. 'lhe Sixth 

world Congress in 1928 Wll& tho last. 1n- vbioh dif'fer.lng views vere eJpreased. 

In Latin America the oarmmmiat leaders had taken the side of one 

RUssian_ taction or the other. Efforts to develop Trotakyiem in Cb.Ue and 

CUba vera short-lived. 1he Bight opposition led b1' BUkharin in _Rilssia had 

little effect ·on Latin Am~ioa. Hovever, 1:V eJ1d l.arge1 the cammtUlist 
I . 

-activities had been less oonspi<JlCJlls there ma1nlT due to the absence of 

centralisatioD on a continental scale. In faot the- connection of the 

Communist ParUes there v1 th the OaD.intel'D was praotical:b' nU at the 

begilming of this period. There was ·al,ao_ lack or organic disolpllne in these 

Parties. At the Fifth World Congress of the Oom1ntem Z1nov1ev said that 

the cam.t.ntem. had no adequate information conoemtng the political and ooo1al 
1 . 

· movement of Ohile. 'lhe absence of the Ccmmunist Spsniab Press Service added. 

- 1 Bertran c. VOlfe, "The StNggle Against Imperialism 1n Latin AJner1ca•, 
l!!temation!!i Pmgs C1QmS'RS!!4ea (Vienna), wl. 4, No. 48, 24 ~ 1924, p.~ 
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\ 

t.o the dittiaulty'in loJlsuage to wlk 1n Latin /lllerl.oa b1 the Oadn~ . - ' 

\ 
agents. \ 

1he ultimate aim of the Soviets 1n Latin America vas the establishment 

of the dictatorship or the proletariat. Btlt the mediate objeotives 

the Soviets had set before thanselves 1n this period in the region vera 

the "Bolshevization• m.easul'$Bt tight against AUterican fmperhl1sm, and 

the penetration ot the oomnumists into the trade "'ion and peasant 

movements. In the 11fth 'World Ccmgress of the Qanlntem, ·held betvetll 

June 1'1 and~ a, 1924, special emphasis was given to the Bolshnbation 

ot the CC'Jll1l'IUDist Parties, vbich meant tbe re-o~iaation of the 

Comm:u.nist Parties ot the world in aoconbmce vitb the political and 
2 

orgeniso.tional lines of the lblsstan Communist Pa.rtr. It mq be noted 

tho.t during this time the COmmUnist farties all oqr the wrld were 

being formed ~ in skeleton tom. D1 the o!roumstances the Soviet a1a 

vas to Bolshe'lize these parties tor getting thellselves prepared to 

achieve the dictatorship ot the p:roletarta.t. Aoool"d1ng to Unoviev, 

Bolaheviu.tion vas not the mechanical transfer of the experience ot 

Russian Bolabevie to the situation of other ac>untr1es. For beoora!ng 

a Bolshevik t.t.rst of all one had to adopt oneael·r to a particular 

concrete situation \bere one should ~lk beton appqing the t•chings 

of Marx and Lsn!:n .aooord1ng to the social, eoontDio and political envil'OIImmt 
s 

of a partioular count17. 

2 Jane Degrae, lll! ~1st 1D,emational1W!-lUII»SS1Il!!llt• (London, 
1980), vol. II, pJ):i~: . 

3 G. Zinovlev, 11'l'he Bolsb.evia:lng of the Part.ies of the Communist 
Intemationel•, Intemation% gmsg Q9m§!O!lderua (Vienna), vol. s, 
Ho. '1, J 8JlU4r1' 22, 19251 P• 64. 
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. \ 
Im.per1al1st League• had beett fomed b1 the Communist Parties of the Un1t'd 

States and Mexico. 1.'h1s was disclos~ at the meet1ng ot the exeetltive 
. 4 

of the CcaiD~ at its 14th session 1D Moscow (April 6, 1925). 'l!le 

polict' of the League vas to support the growing national.t.st re10lntic:m8.17' 

movement of the area, l!speoial.JT tbe Latin .Alnerican countries against 

American imperial!tD 8lld to prepare the trade unions and peasant 

organ~tiDns . to utilise the mo-vement to resist the AJaerican Smperiall~ 1n 

all its to~s. In the •Report on the feasant. Qlestion• at the meeting . 

.Of the Execu.tive of the Cammtmlat International: at its nJnth session 1D 

AprU 2, 1925 1t expressed the view tbat 1a the sad-colonial countries 

soviets had great mf'luenoe upon the peasaDtl1' vhile :In 1nduotrlel 
. 5 

coUntries it \Ilia nil. . '.lberetore, the Cc:D1nterrl vas CODfident 1D. its 

aotivities . 1n the peasant movanant in Latin t.msrica. 

lbr the discussion of the trade \1D1on question the hec\ttiw D.lreaU 

ot the Red l'Dtematlonal ot Labo'l11' Unions held seTeral meetings s.tnce 

.. · Nova.ub8r 15, 192'1 vith -trade unlon. represantatives baa Central and 

Sou.tb Amerioa vbo attended the Tenth AllDiversarr of the October Re'VOlution 

m· Mosoov. Delegates fl'Olll Argeut!J:J.a. Bruil, Colllmbta, cuba, Maloo, 

Ur11guq, ahUe aJI4 !cUado:r panio1pated in them. The unanhuous deo1a1on of 

the meettnp adopted on DeCGilber 11 was to set up a Lat1n AJnel"icaJl 'trade 
. 6 
Un~ Seoretariat to guide tbe trade ualon moVEment ot the region. 
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1he methods mich the Soviets adopted tor achieving these obj ect1 ves 

in Latin Anieriaa. in this· period m~ were agitation aud ))ropagando.. 'lbe 

decision or the Com!ntem vas that the broad netvos ot the seotiona 

or tM, aoms.ntem should be used tor propaganda or ll.arxian and Leninia 

·among the Pa:rt1 msnbers as ve1l as the masses outside the partq. For 

this the centl'al committee of evert section of the ComSntem shcm.ld tint 

ot all drav up a time table or extensive propaganda work a.ud tht\11 
7 

orgalliae, · snpervise, ~d control it. !he communists : 1n Latin AJnvica 

· had to wl'k obte£b' beneath the 111rface. Thev mostl7 depended upon 
8 

exti-&-legaltnetels tor their "WON. Conseqtlently', tho agitations). ~Jk 

could 110t propese well at this time. Even thEJl rewlts, like in Bolivia 

1n.1927 or the lndiaJls and emcll peasants bo.cked bt the Communists, had 

taken plaoe. The landless peasants and plantation slaves had poztioipated 

b the revolt. But ther vere Sl:lppressed b1 the govemment ever.r.)heN. 

The Bolivian govemment stated that Soviet government 3lld ftJ.tos~v gold" 
9 

. vere responsible tor the revolt. 

In the '*'theses an· the DDmediate Problems of t.l-J.e International . 

Communist Movanct• adopted at the Sixth Sesoion of the EXecutive Committee 

of the GatlmUtlist Intemational (from Febl'WU7 1'1, to l~ 15, 1926), 

1t vas said that the existence of an 1ndepC!Ildent, Ccxcmmnist Partt was the 

'1 "Revolution on the immediate AgitatS.onal and_ propaganda wrk ot the Sections 
ot G<a1nterns Adopted 1D the Agitprop OonfeNlce of the Dllarged 
Eltecut1ve of the Communist International•, Intmationl). ft!'ll 
gomapgn~enge ( Vierma), wl. 5, No. 58, Jul,y 2S, 1925, P• 804. · 

8 Octa.vio Brsnda9, •Obetaolea to Communist Propagsnda 1n Br8.111"1 
Ipt!1'!Hfr\1onal lUI!! 22W12Q!!dEU (Vienna), vol. 8, No. 61, Septenber 9, 

. 192G, P• 1046. -

9 A.s. -(Lapaa}, "After the Otusb.1ng of the Rewlt in Bolivia•, .ii!Semational 
l£81!1 !lormcmon4en91 ( Vierma), vol. 7, No. 55, Septenber 29, 1927, P• 1226. 
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•ABO' ot Kar.d.sm and~ and onl1 under the banner of the Cci!Jmullet 

Party could the entire proletariat or the world be united. 'lhe task ot 

the Comnnmiat Parties vas •to penetrate stUl more !Dto the evet!f det 
. 1(). 

struggle GXld lite of the larse masses of the workers• evert~\D.ere, 

be~a:u.se, withOUt revolution it was impossible to overthrow the bourgeoisie 

and f.reo the world. from the roke ot oapitalisa • 

.Du.ring the Boshevisation period Qomrnunist Parties were 'tbnned 1D 

Guatanala, i1 Salvador, Otlba, Paragnq and BondUrs.e and the communist· 

oriented gzroups vere emerging 1D a mf4or1ty or other Lat!.n AmeriOSD 

replblics. In Chlatemsls., SOlie tbne after th~ overthrow o t. the dictator 

Estrada Cabrera 1n 19201 there E.lllerged a Socialist Le.bottr Unification 

which vas the earliest Comrmmist group there. '!be leaders of this group 

sought the help of the Mexican Comlmmist Partr in 192S t'br con"f'8ttt!ng · 

their organisation .into a Conmranist Parlq. . 'l'he conversion was oaapleted. 
. 11 

1ft 1924 and it vas recognized br the Oelldntem in ·the same·rea:r. In 

1925 the first Communist group 111 :&1. Salvador emerged as· a result of 
. 

the vork ot: Oomlmmist represeutat1 ves t1"CCIl Oautenala eJtd Mexico. 1he · 

Salvadoran Ccamunist Part7 theNtb:re dated its or1~ !'roll 1925. 81t it 

had been operating ent1re1T under the cover of the labour movemSlt and 

:tntemational CQIIIIIIUl\ist-tront organizations .tor· several ;years. ·· OnlT by 

19~ or perhaps e-. earller _it sttU"ted wlking vlth the n•• the 
. 12 

CCII11llUD1st. Pa1'tq o t El Sal:rador. !here had been Yali.ous -aaammmiat groupe 

1n Gu.ba be tore tbe foms.tion of the C~iet Party 1n 19~5. In. August 

10 yati,al Press ComGOPdEste (Vienna), vol. G, t~o. 40, Mq 13, 
19 , pp. 18-22. . . . 

11 BoUie B. Popp1no, Jnteme.tionel ~r: Ja ktin A1!tri9aJ A Jllstoq 
si lha Jio!aneqt, lUI-JiB (London, 1984 , P• '19. · 

··' 
12 Ibid., PP• '19-80. 

.,··· 
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1925 representatiVes of these f!l'OUPS tb:rmed themselves !nto a td.ngle 
18 

Communist Party ~llcving a series of meethgs held 1n Havana. A 

representatiVe of the Oalmnmist Party of Mexico, Btlri<Pe Flores Magon, 
14 

vho vas aent by Co.rdntem vas present in the meetings.· !be Paragu.q:aJl 

eomm.uniat Pfl!"ty vas fbunded 1rl 1928 and vas admitted into the Ocl'llintern 
15 

1n the same 1ear. In 1920's itself a comnn.mist organization vee tounded 

111 Honduras also by Juan Pablo 'ainvrip;ht. He wlited in the communist 

movement in tlte.tenala and !1 Salvador. At that Ume the central American 

Communists vere grouped into a single Party. 'iheretore Honduran 

Ocmmtmists did not oreate a separate political appal'atlle. only 1n 1929 
'16 

th«r termed their O'fitl'l Hondlu'Ofl S;yndical Federation. However, ell these 

parties vere not strong eDO\l&b to wol'k according to the diraot1ves of 

the Cam1ntem e'fen thau.gh ita tnfluece he.d a m~or part in their tomation. 

The sixth rtorld Congress of the Communist Internati'cnsl paid more 

attention to Latin Amerlca than the previous Congresses had done.· FreD 

Lattll America the represen\atives of' Argentina, BraaU, ChU•, Columbia, 
.. 

CUba, Eellador, Mexico, and tTru.~ partio1pated 1n this Congress. Bulc:h81"1n 

1n his open1ng speeob declared that 8SCNth America is tor the f1rat t.ble 
1'1 

td.del1 entering tbe. orbit of influence of the Oammtm1st International ••• • 

He said that Amerioa was replaeing British Jmperialim therG end national 

and agrarian revolutions promised to tum into soolal re1'0lutions. 'lhe 

18 Hugh 'lb.amaa, ~ g,r l!rlll£Si~ gt f!:ltd2m (London, 19'11), pp. 876-'1. 

14 Ande• s sua • res, ~ pastrgi,E .1!!4 9f!SUP~!Eb 1959-~968 
(Oanbr1dge, Maasadbusetts, 1967), P• 1. 

15 Pcpptno. 11., 11, p. 82. 

16 Ibid., P• 84. 
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'Theses• adopted at the end of this Congross tu11orted th!! Latin Ame.l'lcaA 

Communists evor:r.=vh&re to step up aot1v1t1es aga1net •th13 L$dlol'd reg!me 

end im~tam• and cnlled upon then to ~pera.te SD this task 14th 
' 

the pettq bourgeoisie, tbougb thErt "ma'r not under 1!J'f1 clrcumstanoes 
18 

pol1ticall3' st1bordinate than selves to thair tenporal')" ~·. 'l'h~ 

. vere to dsnand out r~t apropriation of large estates• conf1sca.t~. 

of foreten end dOmestic capitalist enterprises, tha r~diation ot 

the national dSbt, bett·er t.31)rldng oond1ti~s tor lnbmlr; the G.l'ming ot 

workers and peasnnts. the conversion ot re~r amien hto mU1t1aa, 

and "the establlshm$1'lt of the Soviet power of the worl:ers, peaseJltrt 

and soldiers•. I~ vas for the tint thno tlut at ·a oal.dntom OQ::tgre::;s 

deleg4tes from a large number ot Latin ~\me1"1Ctl11 CO!IIm1ll'liot Partioa were 

pres011t. 

A special Latin Atlleiaan Seoreta.r1}lt had been ~'lted Yithin the 
19 

Comintcm 1n the 1925. It vas under the d1root1otl ot ~ g\d.as, Jules 

Bumbert--Dros. '!'he chief latin A'nerica.n me:nber of it w.s. Viotorio 

CodQ~Ua ot Argentlna. After three ;ven.rs tha Lo.tin Mlmoon aeoretanat 

\m.s enlarged to include a Onribbeen Bllreau ond El South Amoriam Dllreau, 

ea.oh \-lith hea.dqtta_~tars 1n the HestGm HedsphGN• C.aribbocn head~artera 

vas located in Nw Yol't and it was la.rgely in tbo ha,r~.do of the Cemmunlet .. 

Party ot thf! United States. !he South Amei-f.oan Bureau was osto.b11Shcd 

B.Y the mid 19201 s two tqpes of Omintem agents vere operating in 
20 

Latin Anlerica. One t,rpe of egents w:re tmpol'fn"1 v1s1tora. 'lhtV vo:ked 

.18 Ibid., pp. '11-78. 

19 Poppino, n. 11, pp. 153-4. 

20. l'b1d., PP• 154-5. 
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f'or resol v1ng factional disputes and to prepare the local partq ~erehip 

tor a signiticant Sh1tt m the intel'Dational Ccamuniet line. Hulea 

~ambert-Dros was one ot the tmportsnt per~s of th1a ld.nd. He travelled 

w1delT in BrazU and in parts ot Spanish America in 1928. Ria pupose 

was to· arrange ror the Latin American Conm&n1st Conte~ce 1n Jl.onte'V'ldeo 

·and Buenos Aires the following year. The other t7Pe ot agent was .the 

adviser vho used to reside 1n th1a region 1ndef1n1tel;r. Scmetlmes he ha4 

to beccme an ott1o1al or member of the looal Cormnnn:l.at Pa.rtq. Alfred 

St1mer was one ot .those lito served 'like this 1n the Mexlcen Cemm.un1st 

Party. He proba.blJ vas also a represctat1ve of the Car1bbean Bllresu 

1n the late 1920• e. lD Argentina., an ItalJ.en, VUtor1o V1dale, served and 

he was know ill Latin America e.a Carlos Oontreras. Another Pole wo ueed 

the name Abrahala or F~1o Qrobart was responsible 1D organhing the 

commuDist underground t.:)t1v1ties 1n CUba in 192'1. 

~ af\el" X.in' s death the Mexl08Jl-Sov1et endea.Wilr to establish 

· d1planat1o relatiOns OODttnued. In Febl"'la17 1924 the SOviet Mexicen talk a 

again opened in Be!'lln. In pr1no1ple. the queatlon was settled b1 JUne. 

And on August 4, 1924 the Mexican Ambassador handed the Soviet Ambassador 

in Berlin a meaorandam estob118hing diplamat1o relat1ons with the USSR. 

s.s. PeatkoftkT Va.s appointed a$ the flrat Soviet Ambaa84flor in Mezloo. 

He presented his oredent1al.a to the Mexican President on Novanber 'I, 1924. • 
·' -

At the CeNJlOD;V in vh1cb he presented his oredent1ale, he eald· that· 

So'riet people bad V81'1 great :lDterest 1n the success t>f the Malcan people . 

1n their h~lo · struggle for independence 1rh1ah had avakened td.ncere and 
. . 21 

profound 8111J)athy In· the minds o t the So-.tet wl'kere and peasants. In the 
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sam• month M.S.08Jl Ambassador. Vad.Uho preseDted his oredetiala 1n Moscow. 

The eatablialnent ot a legation 1n Me'ic1oo cl'\Y vas oons1del'ed as e. great 

success tor SoViet Foreign Pollq 1n Latin Allerica. It vas a prl1Da17 
~ . . 

step tor en extension ot Soviet 1nfl.ueDoe 1:n the re$\ of tbe htld.Siilere• 

Evon though the establ1sbmet of the diplomatic relatione wl~ 

· Mexico opened up fresh opportmlittea :tor Moscow !n Latin .America, a 

complioated problc fo~ved 1t. It vas hov to reoonoUe act1vit1es · 

tor. the developaent and atrellgthf!llSng of the tr1endl1 relations betweeo 

Soviet Union and Latin Amerioan countries vitb CcDSntem 1 a enoou.raganect 

(Uld directives ot the ellti-goYel'Qilental actions 1n the region. tJl 

a. V. Chicherin • a report 'Maico as a base tor tbe extension ot SOviet 
. . 

.influence• to t.he third session of the CfSU Central ~tlve Ccmmittee, 

March 4, 1925, there ~ ·the irldication of this du41 tactics. He ste.teda 
. . 

••• We have scoeeded in re-eata.bl1eb1ng· diplcmatio relat1ona, 
\lhich give us a political base in the nev cont!nt!IDt, \d.th 
the neighbcRlr of the Uni~ States, Medoo. 'fhe KexlcaJl 
Govemmmt 1s baaed on the Right trade siona and the 
radical sall. bolirgeoiaie. • •• Mexloo givee us, tbus, a 
vert oonverlient political base 1D AJierica for the 
deYelopact ot OW!' t\&rther ties. (22) 

· . As a reaotlOJl of this statemeot Celles, ,_ bad succeeded Obregon a8 

Preaidet of the Mt:tican a.pu.bllc, radnded that the SOviet Govelrmaent 1111st 
' \ 

not abue the diplomatic pl'l'Vlleges 8!"8Jltec1 to it SJ'l Mexioo 'tor the 
. . 2S 

J;Urpons of propaganda. sJld po11t1cal 1ntrlgu. 

Mexican 11"1'1 tation over Qh1cher.ln sta'-ent was aggravated b.1 the 

United States1 feeling tbat Mexloo vas beoom!Dg a hot .. bed ot Bolahe'flaa. 

In a statement on Januar,r 12, 192'1 the llrlited states• secretary, r.r. ltellog, 

22 C11saold, n. 17, P• 8'1. 

23 Ibid., P•. 4. 
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24 
made allegatlona to tbia etteot. Blt Calles, the Mexlcan PresideD.t reb\ltted 

it by 8811Dg that, M~ean policies were entlrel;r tree t1"d1l the 1ntlucce 
. 25 

of Soviet Unioll. 1h1a shows tbat the ad'Nlt of Soviet Mission 111 Mexico 

'&ftected to a certain. 8:dGE1t negative]t the Mexico'• relations v1th 

washington., Because at that time the u.s.A. had not Yet lleer1 decided to 

establiSh dip.'Lcmatio· rela.tiona 'with Mosoov. 

alt the OOW!'se of Mesioan-80vlet relatione theaelvea were far ttom 

·smooth.· 1$YeD. before the GI"rival of Pes~vsk'71n Mesloo, Moscov had ref\laed 

. to give pemieaion ·to the •ost poveri\11. Mexloan labottr leader Inis H •. 

Morones, head ot the 11Cont$deraotlon Resional Obrera Malcana• (OBa4), 
. 28 

to -dsit the So'fiet Union vhlle he waa on a tour ot Blrope. 'Ibis action 

cauaed cons1d81'able lr:ritatlon 1n the minds of CROM. 'lhe Sorut legation 

to Mexico aocm became the ce11t1-e for the most re.d1oal ana ODti-goV81'IU!IeDtal 
~ . 

forces. Immediately after his arrival Peatkoftk1' began to urUiu the 

. · 4ail1' press to attack the Mex10811 RegiOnal Confederation ot LaboUr (OROM) 

whose ohiet Inis H. Morones, vas a member of Calles' Cabinet. Malcan 
' . . ' 

labour Slid. peasant leaders were sent off to Ru.ssia to be t:'af.ne4 aJld SoViet . 
oid vas given to the strik!ng ra:Uwq wol1rers ot the CC~UntJ.7. lilea the 

• 
Soviet raUvq workers 1D Moecov donated 60,000 pesoa to the atrlke .tbnd, 

it orea.ted ill-feeling 1n Mexlaan authorities. V~ous front organiza\iona 
~ ' 

111te •Friends o~ the Soviet trn1on", "The .Anti-Impel'1a11at League•. and the 

branches of Red A1d e.nd Young CcDIUDiata vere. launched and tlourlehect. tl1en 

Pestko'Vkt\f ~Uvated tactless~ these kinds of extftildat act1vit1es1 CROM 

24 Ibld. 

25. Ibid. 

26. lb1d.,· P• 5. · 

'ZI oraleton, Beals, "Red star south•, oumntt JJioto!% (Rev York), vol. nix, 
flo. 41. December 1958, P• 2B. 
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decided to end the Sorlet ~tJ.uenoe m ·s.ta organizations. In a resolution· 

adopted at 1te seVWJnth annual convention on March G, 1926· about Soviet 

intervention in labour disputes it stated that Buss1an d1plaaat1o 

repi'es811tatlve lrl Mexico should absta1D · tram lendbtg moral and eoonomt.o 
28 

snpt)ort to the so-called n.d1cal groups. Because those radicals wore 

~emies or the Mexioan Federatkm or Labonr and of the Govemment. Again 

1n a oaminmioa.t1on to Pestko,.,. f1'all the Central Committee of the 
. . . 

Me~can Federatio2l or LabouZl directed by its aGYenth Congress on Marab 1926 

it vas statecb 

1h1s Central Committee was ordered b.1 the con'V'ention to 
intom rou 1n your character as rep~sentat1.ve ot Bnssla 
in Mexico that the Mezlosn laboa.r mo'ftlllent represented by 
this ocmtederatlon ma1nta1na the prlnoiple that the wi:>Jkera 
ot each COU31tt7 111!.18t be orsantzed 2D aooordanoe v1th their 
optnlons end J;lece~lties 81ld _that no nation has the r1ght 
to !mpase nor to lq dow · tor another the· dootrm. vhiob 

. mnet OOJ1trol ita aotiV1tlea. (29) 

1\1 the eac! of 1926 ~ had been recalled and was replaced by 

Mme Aleksandra ltollantq who bad take a dlttel"ee'lt line 1n her 1\motioning. 
. so . 

She vas a t011011a rewlutlona17 or 'l'sarist dqs. Preacting her letter 
.· . 

· ot credence to President Calles on Decaab~ 24, 1926 she Saids "One or the 

most urgent tasks of ff1t miaslol'l 1n Mexloo is. that or ftnd:lng means to 

prcaota OOJ.IIDeJ'oial e.otlnty betveel the united States ot Mexloo and the · 
31 

Soviet Union•. · In a 111bseqact Sntenlev ·vlt!r the Pl'eaident Oalles abe. 

also eJ:Pl'eased the. hope· that vert soon the relations between Soviet trn1on 
. . 32 
. end Mexf.co would beocme tr1endl3>. EveD thoUgh she followed a passl ve polioy 

28 Cllssold, n. 1'1 1 P• 8'1. 

29 Ibid. 

30 Beale, a. 1!1, P• 28. 

31. See Cllaold, D. 17 ~ PP• 87-88. 
. . . 

32 ,In e. letter ~ Makaim Litv!noY, on January SO, 1927, Mne Kollanttv Da!i.,~ted 
about he~" mterviev v1th PresidfJlt Calles. See Ibid., P• 88. 
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of non-interference, the Muiosn oftio1ela aoCJlStd her of tnterterenoe. 

Consequellltl\1, little progress had been lna.de in the relat.tons between tba 

two countries beeau.ae vhUe at the oft1o1al level. Mle Kollantro" had giwa 

aaB\ll"aJlces to improve relatlo:na ·vt\h the go"''eJ"mD.Eilt ot President Calles 

and his 8\lOcessor BllU1o Portee GU and with its chief labour organisation, 

CROM, on tb.e unottio1allevel- thMtlgh the Me:doa:o Ocn.nunist Partq

Com1ntem had been gi v1ng diftotions tor ita own underg.round 1\lilotions. 

For example '!ben there was an tttdeavour to penetrate and control 01¥11 or 

supersede it, efforts vere made to ae<m'e its adhesion to Protintem, 

the Red IntematioD$1 of Labour Unions (RWJ)J but this attaupt ta:Ued. 

So o. rival· bodt- "CODtecleraoicn Sindical Un1tar1a de Mexico" (OSUM) -
33 

was launched and Ellcouraged the forces to overthrow tbe Oalles Govemment. 

Detore :i928 Comintem bad tried to intutrate 1n l.abour movements 

and tntel.l.eotual ciroles of the oountries of. Latin America, At a. P:rot.lntem 

meeting, held in com1ect1on with the tenth e.un1versa17 ot the iblesiaJl 

Revolution, late 1n 1927, the delegates stressed the Deed for a l4t1n 
84 

AlaeJ"1can ccmmuniat labOUl'" conterenoe. In the same rear there vaa an 

announoemmt, issued f'mD l!osoov, about a congress of the Latin Amerloaa 
35 

Conf'ecieration of' Labour Unions which vas gomg to meet at Monte'Video in 1929. 

1he axmounotaEilt Of$ta1ned a vamins that Latin AmericaJl Caumunista had 
•.. 

ovt)r estimated their strength, 'lhis ·was o. oet back to t.he LaUD American 

oommuniate in their preiture revolutionary stNggle. 1b1o vamlng illdicated 

that ill this period Moooow was pret-ey sure about the inetteotiveness ot the 

CCZilmUD1et groups o t Latin America. 

sa Ibid., P• e. 
M Poppino, n. 11, p. 157. 

ss Louis L AgQlla.r, Ham•!! 1at1n ettica (nev tort, 1968). P• 20. 



-se-

sven tl1.cA1eh the ~ists failed to make muoh headvq 1n the tleld 

ot labonr, th¢' had cOnside:rab~e folloving among peaaant1"11 espectallt J.n· · 

the states or Vera Cmz, t:aa vhel"e t'WO pee.ssnt leaders - Harmel Dial· 

Ramirez end Ul"Slllo Galvan - were members of the Peasant Internationcl. 

· From the ])J.rango state another peasant leader, Otladelupg Rodriguen . . 
. . . 

parUo1pated at tbe tenth annlver0tU7 oolcbmtions of the October ~utioD 
36 

in Moscov in 192'/. 

In South A.lAerioa, SOviet intQ'est at f1M reaohed the countries. of 

tbe River Plate. several times Moscow deolaroo tts Nadinoss to enter . 

into diplomatic relations witb Al"gentina. o.nd the other repa.blios. ·bl 

1925 a Soviet mission ~d SoUth AJnerlca rc)r perst1a<l!na the governments 
- . 1 . -

to recognise Bxlssia vith a promise that Rusaia vould pu:roha.ae rav materials . '!II . 

from these countrw. Qnl1' lJrugt1q vaa attracted b7 this propcslll 8Jl4 

. reacted fa~ab.l¥ by' establhhtng diplomatic relations in. 1926. U1'\lgllq 

vas the. second (and last before Second tJorld War) Latin Amerlcail QOU:ntrt 

vhioh established diplomatic re4tion.s ld.th Moscow. A Soviet Oc:immerc1a.l 

office vas also. established 1n ·Mol\te'Video. 1n 192'1. · F:rcm this nev Soviet 

Legation in UlUg\lq li'J.ch propaganda began to go oo.t across all South 

.r.merietL. Undergl'OUlld ag11;at1ons uppes.red 1n sane countries and Oo.m1ntem 

started recruitment' f'or its 1\lture activities. 

Argentina also had Considerable interest in establi$h1ng political 

and eccmcmio ·relations vith tbe USSR. · Severol tbea the USSR, through its 

diplcmat.1o repreaentat1VQa abrond, stressed its \41Ungness to take pnotioal 

steps 1n this direottou. -ArSenttna•s Parliflllebtsrf· Foreign Affairs 

Commission stated that it vas ltpr'e!J&ture• to r~oogniae the USSR 81ld ottlo1al~ 

36 C11ssold, n. 17 • P• 6. 

'!// Beale, De rf, P• 28 • 
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the Soviet Government vr...s intormod about it th.."''ugb t!le Argentinian ambnasador 
38 

in Home. But appa..rentl)r under the British pressure Argentina could not 

go fUrther 1n this direct1on. Tho ott'iaial reaaon given b1 Argentina vas 

the.t the Soviet authorities had attacked tho Argentine legation in St. 
39 

Petersburg. . leverthelesa trade betueen the tvo countrles inoreaoed 

considerably. 'lhe willl:.D.~ess for ostabllohing relations 'WI. th the ussa 

vas also cxpresood by BruU, Gh1le, Venezuela, B1 Salvador, Columbia and 

Bolivia through their diplomatic representativos abroad. But some of these 

oountries could ODl1' eetabliab f'air]T broad trade relations vh1le others 

had mm•e oontaote. In October 1925, Iuahssntorg, the Soviet import a.ud export 

f'1zm handling trade with South i.aer1oa. opened its office 1n Buenos Aires 

•ioh helped to promot.o trade between 30V1et Union aDd the countries of' the 
40 . . . 

continent • 

. Even tbcugh .communists could att.ract a good section of Latin AlDerlean 

intellectuals dU:rlng this pori.cd, the Camintorn fa.tled to win. over f!IJ1 

of the outstanding Lo.Un .fUnerioan leaders. For example, Chile'e outstanding 

labour orga».izcr, Reeo.barrcn, oomtlitted stdcido e.rter his pa.rtqt s af'f'Jlia.tion 

vith the· Ccmintc..""n. St-411 e.rlJ' Heya deJ.n .. tone or I'ot'l had bet~~ under 

training in Moscov i'or somotitlo, but. hia party Ai'RA. did not follow the linea 

of Soviet ·thinking. · '!he wot brUlicnt vrl.ter 1n Latin America, llariatogue, · 

could not cope 1o.eith tho policv of the Ca::Dintem as his ideas were brallded 

b7 the ls.tter as ttpopulist11 • 

'lhe Oaraintem bellevGd that the re~uticn in tho Latin AJnerl.ca:n 

countries vould tlret have to go through the stage of ant1-imper1alist 

58 PonO!ZtS.17ov, n. 21, p. 230. 

89 Cliaaold, n. 1?, p. 116. 

40 Pon.o.rna:r;rov, n. 211 P• 231. 
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'· 

etl"llggl.e, toUoved b7 the stage of antl-teudal peasant rewlutloD. lt 

believed that ODlT after a tbrther lapse of tsae soo:la11et remution should 
. 41 

take plaoe. Even tbongh this view vas pi'obablf true fbr China or saDe other 

Asian eountrles Lo.tin American Man:lru protested agajnet. this gu1de,:11ne 

both at the Sixth Qt.a1D.tem Qongress and later at tbe first conference ot 
42 

Latin .Alller1oan Ccamnm1sta held 1n 1929. However, despite these protests, 

the Lat1n Allel"1oan Cclamunlsta -.:re vo!kSng vert hard to translate into 

action the decisions ot ·the Comlntem vlth the SoViet usistaDoet :bl MU:loo . 

the bollhev:lzat!on of the Ccmmtmiat Pal'tq began • .,.. before· the elogan waa 

tom~ adOpted by the Camintern. in oo-operation wit.h the Allerloan 

OommUnist Partq and the anU.imperialist League, it made sigrd.tloant progress. 

Vitb the help of the League p.lblicat:lan. was be~ of ~ antt-!aperJ.elia\ 

united trout organ- •111 IJ.bertador• and contaots were estabilahed Vlth 

·the aeotions ot the ant1-Smper:lallst LeaFe 1n Cllba, ~temala, Bonc!Uas, 
. . G . . . 

Salvador, Nioaragu~ Veoesuela ·and Pem. A large rmmber ot :PeUaD.ts were 

newlJ reoralted !ato the 'Natioilal Peuant League' controlled b7 the 
~· . 

co1muurlists. 1he1 NOl'gaaiaed the pal'tq on the baaie of the tuggestlone 

of the Ccmlntem aDd tom.ed a nev department in the partv to ectncate the ma.ssea. 

In· UI'U£1187 1n add1t1on to the trade unions and the aeotioD of' the 

ant1-11lper1al1st league, the CCIIlln1D1sta eatabl1shed other proletarian 

41 Ruben Castellanoe, "'lhe October Re-.olutJ.cn and the Oc:lilrm.Ul1st Mo~•ent 
1n Latin America•. rug f£Ms1tD JS14 SVWJ.e (kmdon), '901. 10, . 
No. 6, 1967, P• 13. · . 

42 See Ibid. 

43 Bertran c. wolfe, •Bolshev1sat1on a.1ld Iaediate Tasks of the Me.d.caJl 
cammmist Part.Y•, l!!\emat1onal .fr:HI Qomspondeu ( VieDlla) 1 
vol. s, No. 51, J"®e 18, 1925, p.~. · 

44 J Bllet Cork, •Class Forces !n Mexloo•, Ip.t!mat!ol!'}al:DM. (jom!QOJ!df191 
(Vieona), vol. B, No. 601 Sept,dlber 6, ·1920, P• 10 • .. 
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organizations like Red Sports Fede~tion. At the general election in 1925 

the Cc:mmnm1at Part7 got ID.Ql'e then s,ooo 10tea. 1hrOu6h- its newspaper 
. . 45 

;tp.stiq&p. it gave v14e p!1bl1c11'3 to the deois1ona of the Ganintem. It , 

translated almost all the writ!Dgs ot LEnin into Spauiah. Leninist ideas 

reached snong the womers aDd peasants as a guide 1n their. revolutionary 
. 46 . 

mOVEIDe!lt• · 'ftnts tovards the dld ot 1929 the- aommuniets could advance 

thetl" 1nfl.uenoe among the people 111 a number of ~tr!l.es of Latin Alllerica. 

45 L. Sala, · •'l'he Communist MOVEDS'lt 1n UNgutG"•, tettmat1opa1l£esa 
Qomspond!!lg (VieDDa), wl. a, No. so, Novaaber 1ii, 1928, P• 150G. 

48 Gh1old1, "1he Dltluence ot Ltm1n1sm in Lat1n America•, 1!\\~Nr 
Pre!!cf~dflU (V1erma), -vol. 8, Ho. 4,. Janual7' __ 25, 19281 
PP• !I • . . 





Xn 1929, Molotov, MaxmSla1q end Jtuwd.Den asaume4. ccmtrol of the 

Com1ntem aotivlties. '!be vere the ~ ot sta'Un. Fftlm there onwards 

the Cerdntern became exolnsivelt an 1nstNm.alt ot the Sonet Unicm. '!here 

·· was no plll>l1o disaussJ.On ill the fomatt.ofl of the politf" ot tbe Ccildntem. 

'l'he initial aotJon ot the Stal1D1at trJumv11'ate 1D 1929 vas to OJ*1 a nev 

· era ot •left-v!Ag ext.Miism•. Tiler pJOpagated· that tht wr14 eocmado 
. . 

crisis had hel'814td the .t1na1 aoll~ae ot oap1tal1-. !herefore, thfll1 
' . -· 

urged that the Cclmmmiet Parties riloUld conceDtrate theltt main efforts 

·. · on 11~tialg those parties vhich competed vith tht11 tor the· mappon ot 

the wddng class. 'fhe SOcial Deoorata were oharaoteriaed as aooial 
. 1 

taao1sta vho wrked 1n tavour of the bourgeoisie. 

This extradem vas ~ore ac04JPtable 1D Latin Amer4aa tb8l1 it \IU 
I 

1n COUJt.tries v1th atabler polJ.tical a:ratea beoause tbia region ha4 the 
2 

tradition ot polltloal 'lloiGDce. In hie apeech "'!he Ccldntem and the 

New Revolut1oraal7 Up•rge• d.UYered at the tenth P1e=om ot the EleCBtiw 

Committee or the CalllluDtst Intemat!cmal!n 1929 Ho~ ~ted that the 

cOmmunist Parties $ll ·over the wrld abould get readT tor nev revolutiona.r,r 

stNggl.ea ot peat 'llafl"l~e. 1he OtRmmmlats ahoald raise the aeDse ot 

reB})(ZSibU1ty in the woztdng cl.aas 1D ngard to the mob1llsa.tiozl of the 

1 Dellis HealAv', •the Cam1nto:rm ana World Callla.w11aa•, 1'!1R!at1onal; Attaia 
(LondOn), vol. 24, ~ 1948, p. MO. 

2 Robert J ~ Alemnder, Qep!m11! .!! lQB 8£1.oa (lev Bmnsvlok, U • .T •, 
19S'1) , P• 22. · . 
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- 5 
revolut1.on&l7 toroes. tor the ianediate class stru.ggl.es. Again on. Julr 

10, 1929 there vas a d1acu.osion OD the reports ot Elmdnen and MannUak7 

1n the same aeranum 1n V11ch the task. ot Latin AJaerican Oamr.uunists was 

declared· as toUous_ 

••• the !mmed1ate tasks confronting the Oolramlnist Pa1't3' ot 
Mexico and the OCIIItllUUist Parties o t Lat1n America are 
tint ot all the tasks or wtk1ng out their programmes ot 
bimediate demands for the poor and td.ddle p.aants, and 
.11Dking up these de:nands with the prospect or the wol'kers 
ond peasant re'VOlut1ous, the prospects ot the t\lrther 
developaent ot the struggle tor the Social Revolu.tioD. (4) 

And it stresSed ·the need ot oleans1ng the Oommunist Parties ot Latin America 

by -throv!ng out ,the pett;r bourg~is and enardlo-81ndicalS.St elt!Plerlta 

trc:a it. According to this deoisicm the Latin AJDerlcan Qaamunists not~ 

expellod the bol.trgeola elements tram· their orga:rl!.sat.ions but also, by 

and large, tb.eU ft!llalned oampletel;y isolated trcas all other radical and 

working clasS parties. 

'lhe aommtero cla1mid \hat it- vaa the world Par'tl' of the proletariat 

ot all oountrie~J and ·onlt under ita banner Ocmtrnmist o1)3ect1ve~ in tl'lerl' 
s 

count17 could be acrhieved. ~l'OUghoDt the eztrsdst period the Comintem 

vaa oontident m the growth ot nat1onall1bera.t1on struggles ot the 

oolcm1a.l and tbe dependet oountr.t.es. 1!lerefore it gave importance to the 

revolutlcmarr vol'k of· the Cc:dmmist parties of these countries and wamed 

that_ unless thev V1n the mass 5pport of tbe trade unions 1D tbe tural. 

·districts and 1n \118 411.1'G"1 it ~d be Japoesible to ach1eve a Sllccessta.l 

s P!t•ma1i&PiJ!' ~ Co"lf!PdES• (Vienna}, 't'Ol. 9, uo. 49, 
September 1929, P• 1 • 

4 JUtmatiOI!!l fl"eu aor.rJumondaeoa (Vierma), m. 9, Bo. 51, 
September 17, 19291 p. 1100. 

5 "Opening epeeOh. b1 Wilhelm Pleok m the 'l'hineenth l'lermum ot the 
Executive Cam.dttee ot the Cclnintel'D•, p!)Jmlatkell D:as Qomspondtece 
(Vienna), vol. 14, · No. 5, JOJlus.ry so, 1934, P• 98. . . 
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revoiut1on. ror this purpose it was suggested that the Oclmul11sts sbauld 

follov the bolshevik wq. of mass ag1tat1on, both legal end Ulegal wik, 

campaigns, and battles and to OCDbSne the eoo»emio etl"iggle with the 

political stru.ggle· 1n bolahev:lk manner. Apart tl"QD tllia lt ~ted eve17 . 

C.ommunist to leatn hov to raise a. mass struggle fl'GI the ieaa developed 
. . 8 . 

tol'mS to mass political strikes. 

In 1929 the aaD1ntem, under its sspioes, organized tw Saportant 

ga.thel'ings in Latin America. one vas a oanatltuent Congress tor tbe . 

•oontede:ra.o1CD Smd1oal Lat1Do AJ!ler1oane. Jn Montevideo• tJ'CID 18 to 26 Mq . 
. . 

. . 

1929 and the seoond vas the tirst Latin AJnerloaJl CclllmJrlist Congress held 
.. 7 

1n Bnenoa· Aires, fral 1 to 12 June 1929. At the BleDos Aires Congress, 

the attitwtes and programmes of the ec.inuniat g1'0\1pa of this region 

vere radicalized on the ~is of the directives from the Oomintem. 

The Bllenos AJ.lties ~gress vas attended 'b1 th1rtq eight delegates 
. . ·8 

altogether and·. tourteeD Gammmiet Parties of tat1n aenca partio:lpated. 

S\fel1 tram u.s.A. end ~ce Oammmiat represe11tativea osme 1n addition to 

the repre~tatives.ot the·Cclmintem organizations_ of those oountrlee. 

Dle political situation and the role of tba Oc•nud.sta in major countries 
9 . . 

were. reviewed. 'lhe ao-oalle4 extradst lntranaigeDoe during the. third 

.·period (1929-1935) vas actual.l:r started 1n Lat1n .AIIeJoioa with this Oongress~ 

8 •Report of &msinen abou.t Faaciam, the Danger of Var and the '.l'al!ka of 
the Oc:Jantmist Parties 1ft the 'lhlrteenth Plemum ot the Enct1t1w 
Commit teo of the OaD1Dtel'I'J.8 • Ibid., PP• 99-US. 

7 Stephen· QUssold ( ed.), S!rdt\ M¥1Bs lQ!1! lf.MB AJedgp. .w!-DB• 
& D9eme'k&r sanw (London, 191o, P• 12 • 

.. 
8 'lhe Catmmmist Parties of ArgEftltina, Brasil, Boli't'!a, Columbia, -CUba, 

bador, lSI. Salvador, Guatanala, Mexico, Panama. Paraguq, Pem, U:ruguq · 
and Venezuela were participated 1n the congress. 
See Victorio CodovUla, 11'lbe :\deas of MarzS.sm Leninia) 1n Latin AJnarica•, 
ltmgo lrU!2$ S Sgc1Alie (kmdon), "fol. 7,_ No. 8,·· P• 41. 

9 Cllssold, n. 'I, P• 12. 
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'!he mUitent rewlutiona.r.v taotios was inuoduaed to the CCIUII1UJ11at Pal"tiea 

ot the area. •d it envisaged no rela.tions with the PaGlldo-progress1w 
" 

aovG!mnents or w1th retomiat socS.allats or bourgeole nationalists. Bllt 

this Congress~ not ~se the chances of a re"fOlutton or the 

poas1bU1tq of its Sllccess in Latln America. 

As e. resa.lt of the inspiration derived f1"C11l the Congress, the 

communist Par'tq ot Argentina, in 1929 and 1930, s1multeneously attacked the 

Socialists and the rcdical govemmet of Hipolito IrigrEtl of the countl'f 
. 10 

conctcaning thaa as the allies ot 1mperlal1am and •quasi-fascists•. 'fhe 

strikes \h1ah 004U~ 1D Columbian banana pl.tm~tions in the. previous tear 

vas discussed 1n this Gongresa and it came to the oonolusion that the local 

Communist leaders tallei to tlll'!l the strlke into a n_ation-wide remutio:narr 

movanent. 13\lt the Col.wnblan delegates blamed the Ccmdntem for its 

failure in sending adequte 1Dstl"'1ct1ona as a result of its ignorance. of 

Columbian geographical end palitical situation factors. 

From. Peru Jose Carles Marlategai, a brUllent ·Marxist w1ter, anal3sed 

his aountt7's Indian problEJD. lJhloh he later elaborated as a bocilt - •siete 

ensa;vos de 1nter.pretao1cn dela realidacl Bel'Wma"· ne claimed in it that 

on agrari8n refo:rm \lhieb ~ pemit the Indian's oolleot1vist 1nst1nata 

vould lead theJt towards ocmmnmlsm. 'lh1s thesis hovevor we dencnmoecl in the 

soviet Union b1 tbe leading Latin Americanist. Miroab.evoll;y, condamlng 
11 

it as ~1amn. 

The Mexlcan Oommunia1;s also received ori.t1c111l tram the Congresa tor 

their attitude tovards the right ving revolt vbich broke out in March 1929, 

10 Louie E. Agtdl.a:r, Mar.d.a .a. Latin A1!l£1sa (New York, 1968), P• 21. 

11 Stephen Clissold, "The Soviet Uniozl and Latin America•, in Olaud1o 
Vella (ed.)~ IAtm l!ml!1ca .I!Sll!Y! Car;J.bbun (Eev York, 1968), p. 452. 
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12 
against the govel'D1D8Ut ot a>rtes au who beoame President after Obregon• 

At the time of the revolt, the peasant league, some of •1oh were oontrolled 

by the CoD~mJn1ats, supported the GcTternment and helped to cpell the re'VOlt. 

'!be Ckaitttern etrongq disapproved this pal.I.Qy of the Peaaant LeagGe and · 

had sStt directives tor tur.arlllg the peasant aae against the government, 

bT f11#1t1ng 011 two fronts \lith a view to precipitate a social re'VOlution. 

Those peasaut leaders wbo refused the inatruction of the Oc:ldntem lMft 

expelled . tram the party. · Others llke Chade lupe Rodrlques attempted to 

carr,v than out. Be ia&\\ed a re'VOl.utionat:r Mst-da1 proolaation urging the 

· peasants to seiae lend aud the wot'kers to take oYer factories. Sllt he 

vas caught b.r the loc.:U. m1ll tar,- oommandw and executed. The aomtntem 

then isO".ted a anitesto which urged the Mexican people to start an all-out 
. 18 

war against the "Faactst govem.m.en.t of Mex:too•. r.t nothing oame out 

of this attaapt to rouse 'f1he Mex108Xl people against their goverament. ~t 

the cr1t1o1sm of the Congress vas that the ttexioan pea.eant leasu& faUed 

to fo121 .,Soviets 111. the region thet dominated" because of their aoun~r 

revclutiona:t7 aat1v1v. 

'lhese d$Velop:Benta had affected ad-reraeJT the ottloial Me"d.o...S01'1et 

relaticns. On Ju.lT 2o, 1929 the Muican Aabasaador in Moaoow Pl'Oteate4 

aga1Dst the attacke of the Russian press and tile 1no1t8'1)$'lts b7 the Cclllintem 

1n Med.oo. L1tv1noY replied tbat Soviet goveftlleot vas not reapcmaible tor 
14 

the aontonts of articles 1n the pJ>ess and the actl'Vit:r ot the Com1ntem. 

12 CUsaoldt . n. '1, p. 18. 

13 J one Degraa, l!1i 2eJpia1j leliM!!t+tiDna.lt J.Ui-.JU§, Documents 
(London), -.ol. III, 1929-194!, PP• 71-73. 

14 Stephen Cl1esold, •SoViet Relatione vith Latin :America betveen the wars•, 
1n J. Grego17 Oswald and Anthcm;y J. St.rover ( ~.), lllJ Soyiet l1!ljgi 
.11!!4 wta lj!!t£1ga ·<Lon&m, 197o}, P• ta. . 
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In January 1930 Mextaan govel'J.lmen.t broke ott 41.ploma.t1o relatione with 

Moscow. 

'J.'he OhUean Commm!st pa!'t1 also could not be tree f'ram tbe etfecst 

or the ra.d!callzation poll~ or the lhlenos Aires Congrus. 1bere tbe 

OOirllllUD1.sts, ~t .f:rm the beg11m111g, had 1noreatdng !ntluenae. In the 

1925 election tho pa.rty' had seau.red the seo.to· or t-wO senators and se'Nl . . 

doputies b,1 supporting dunooratio policies. 'lha radicalization paliQr nov 
15 . 

created e. double or1su, beocnae, exteme.J.l1, the par14Y bl'Cke avq from 
' . 

the coUeotive stru.ggle against the dictatorship of Carlos Ibanea C$latming 

that ii alone a!J:d the isolated vorldng class could make the revolution. 

Nld 1ntertl4111, there took place a spll t m tlw pal't71Dto two fe.oUons. 

The f1rst vas ·that of' U~el H1dolgo, who belle'V81 1n fl'otak;ris and 

r.3eotecl the necessity or atta.ckf.ne; all the leftist orga:niaations. 1he 

se.eond vas that of IO.le.s Lafel"te, ''Who remained faithfUl to the stra.tegy 

of the Can!.ntem. 

!he ef't~ct of the radioaluatton policy of tho Oongreos continued. 

For example 1n the same year the emall O.ommuniat Partir of Bl Sal'fador . . 

attcaptEd a ooup against the dictator Hernandez 14att!nez Vhich vaa drovlled 

· · 1n blood bf the dictator. In 1951 thore vs.e a naval revolt in Oh1le. .. lYeil 

thoueh the Ca!mnu11sts did not 1nap1r. it, thfV took credit tor it. 1be 

Com!ntel"'l Considered it as a first a.ttanpt in South America's h1stot'1 to 
. 16 

raise the banner of Soviet Power. Again in Novaaber 1985 in Bra.s11 touls 

Carlos Prestea attfGPted to. ccpture power by an am;r coup. att lt vu suppressed. 

15 Agu.Uar, n. 10, pp. 25-24. 

16 "'l'he Reds m Latin /olllertcatt, llll .J!sl!lA Table (Lond6n), vol. u:u, 
No.. 209, Deoanber 19621 PP• 9-10. 
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One of the beat example of the eff'eota of' Ccmimlst ra41ca11aa of 

the periOd vas CUba. In that country there vas a atru.ggle ~it the 

dictatorship ot Machado (1928-1955). 'ftle OclrlmUnista at this Ume candernned 

all other parties, Vhetbelt traditional. or revolutionart, ae tasolets, 

quatJ!.-fhsciots or lnstrumenti ot Yankee !mpe:riallsm. 'lhls oontinued G'Nil 
' 

in the perto4 of. the revolut10D817 gove1'1'111e1lt of Ramon Gmu SanMal'\in . . 

( Septanber 1953-J 8XJ,l1EU'7 1934). Latin tael'ican Qcam.anlat parties. tol.lovad 

this radical poliqv u.pto 1955 creating a lot of' re'90.\ution&17 aotlvitlea• 

MentiOn was made '!D the atenos Aires congress about tbG posslbillqr 

of creating •I:n4ian irepubllos• 1n those OODDtrles where Indians vere 

predomina~g. 1be Congress stressed that the u.s. imper1a.l.1am was the 

· prinolpal eD411V ot the nat1anal.l1berat1oD movement of' the peoples ot 

Latin Amerloe. and denounced the position of' Alianea Popular Bevohcd.onaria 

Al!lel"lcana (APRA). \tdle etreas1ng ·the· need tor na.tlanal U.bera.tion wrs 

it oalled. upem the peoples of Latin America for helping the Soviet Union 
17 ' 

1D f!.f#\tillg 8galnst ~ Moreover-, it pllfl'84 a m&3or role 1D 

the fo:naatlon of' more Harxlst-Leu111st parties 1n Latln America. However, 

the Camtrltem directives clear~ urgeS that the ec.mmtats, operating . 

v1t11 other p3.rties 1n sane ooantrlea of' Latin .Araerloa, should endea~r 

to ~om the~ 0\11 i'UU-tUdged CcBmmUt orpnizatlcms. PoUo\llng thie · 

at a special oon'ftllltion held on Jul7 17, 1930 the Sooiallat RevolutionaJ.7 
18 

Partq of Columbia converted itself into the Conmnmlst ·Pal't.r of Columbia. . 

ID Pan~ the ottloial Cclsmnmiat Party was tomed in 1929 onct on~ of 1te 
18' . 

leaders, T!litd.o Echeves; paid a visit to Moscov al.,. In Rallador 1D 

1'1 See Oodo'f1lla, D. a, P• 42. 

18 llollie B. ~pp2.Do, IntematiqgfW. ·~·a Lattn A1pef19ft .4 Hiq,tm 
$!l ~ !!J9!1W1t JaJ.t-l&U Lcmdon. 1 , P• 84.. . . 

19 Jo1m Donovan, l!ml MA9he8!t ~1st ift.tllttat~J! at li!eriSBI 
(New tol'k, 1982); P• 20 • . 
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20 
1931, the Socialist Pertq adopted the name the Cammmiat Part9' ot Eallador. 

Ill Peru, Jose Carlos Mar1ategu.i1 a sooialist, and perhaps the most 

or1g1nal 20th Odltur1 PeNvlaa 1ntelleotual, foUndEd the Pe!U'dan . . 

Communist Partq. Be declared that soolal1an 'WOUld eave the Indians of 

his countrr because there vas necessaq ootmection between the Wl\18 ot 

lite ot the two. ID 1928 be founded tbe review called "Amallta• \blah 

became a leading instrument of Cormrnmist propaganda b.V 1928. Al'1d ln 1929 

vith a number ot associates Uke Bldooio lla•es and Biahardo Mal'tinea 
' . . 

dela Torre, he fourlded a SOc1a11st Pa.r\1 vhlch vas 1n te.ot P81"11' a f1rst 

Oommuniot Pa.rt'8• In 1930 after the death of MarlateguJ. the partt beoame 
. 21 

a section of' the Cel!liD.tem.. 

In Costa Rlaa, Manueltvtora., a young tntelleotual established the · 

CCIIIIIlWliet Fartq of' Costa Rica 1D 19291 bu.t this Partq vas not accepted as a 

fC1ll member of the oammtem un.tU 19SS. Simllar]1' Man BudlooU.rt 81'14 
22 

Jacques Boumain founded the Gcmmunist Pa.1"t7 of Haiti in 1930. 1». 1981 

the cammmtst Party ot Venezuela vas fbu:cded bT acae Manist rewlutionarlea. 

J~seph Komf'eddel'1 a UniWd States o1t1sen vho vas a agent of the Ccaintem 

attende4 the ftlan48l'e1 meetlng. OD the basis of bis 1'8CCDmendat!on, the 

Pa:rt1 was .ft.rat givell the status of a tts;ympathetic" partq bt the Cco1ntem. 

'lhen ill the sevea:th Congress ot the l'xltemational ·s.n 19851 it vas accepted 
28 

as a f\111 manber of the Ocldntem. 

20 Popp:S.no, n. 181 P• 85. 

22 ~ino, n. 181 ·p. 91. 

2S Robert .r. AlexaDder, ~ gcmnmnJ.st flrtl S: !!li!!!Pfll. (Stalltbrd, 
Oalitomia, 1969), pp. ~. . 
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However, the importan~ aabieYf!IJUIDt ot the 'BwJDos Aires. Congren ~ 
. ' 

the oreatloli ot the Latin aer1oan trade O'!llon Contedeation aa a11 .. . ' ' 24 ' . ' 
atfUiate ot the Proftntem. 'ibis Confederation olaS:med tba.t it waa 

repreaenUng 1.abGttr oqanbations traa tan Latin aerloan OCILUltr.les aJSd 
. . f. 

.POUPB Qf.trade unSons t.rom aeve other oountrtea exoept .. Dcldn1f' Republio, 

Haiti, and Hioarag\19.. ait ma_1or1• ot them ware paper o~iaats.ona or 

small Ccx~mnm1st, tactlona vh1oh bad a. reOEflt birUt as a result, of spUta 

hom. non-aammlnist labour tederatlona 4111'1ng the third perlod ot radicalie~~. 

In 1935 this Confederation reached ita zenith and thereafter cptcta, lost. 

strength b~se · ot ·the general deol!na ·or t1a CciiiiiU1'l1a\ intbleD.oa S.n . ~ 

.this regioil, untii the 1t1trochlot.1on ot popul.a.!l-t.ront· poli~ b.r the cadDtern, 

this ·organ1.t1on survived a:s tbe reglonel agencu ot Pl'oftntem tor 

41apaud.ng 1\mda aJ1d teaching Ol"pUJ.at1onal. teotmlcpea. In abort it waa 

another point ot. oantaot between Latin American Parties· .and the Soviet UnloD, 

2!14Jre Va8 onlT one Soviet govemm•t ott1o1al. ol'(taDisation vbtc 

served as a link betveen the Latin am.eri.oa.n Communiste and Mosoov d\Uing the. 

deoade endSng 1n 1935. '!lis vas tbe Soviet !rading CQrporation tilicb 

. had an oft1ce S1\ ·lev tot4c 8l'ld \w ottioea under the llOJile Iumtoirg, 1n the 

Rlver Plate area• Its director vas Boris Kraevak7 ...c, opentd the ts.rst - . 

oftice 1D Mont&Yideo 1n 1925 and .second one in atenos Aires, the tollovlDg 

tear. He ba.d pe:rlftladed the lJ~en go1'e!mleat tor. extending formal . 

d1plomat1o recognition to .\he So'det lklion ~ 1926. 1ha in 19SO he was 

appotnt,ea. u his OOW'lt17' a 8 geDeral representattw• to t1l'llgl&87. In the . 

meantime Xrae'Vslt;1 cbaD,ed his headquarters to atenoe Aires and 119 travelled 
' .. . . 

. 24 ~ino, n~ ~~ p. 16'1. 



-so-. 

v.t.delr 1n BraaU and Southern South lll:llerica 1n connect1cm vith his oaael'Oial 

activities. It vas sa14 that his pr1nc1pal!lmot1on vas to supplJ the 

Communist Parties propaganda. materials and f\mds. However, vlthin a tev ;rears, 

the authorities in most. of the SOUth AJnorioan repllblios could ftlld out 

his Sllbyerslve aot1v1t1.ess molting Cc.amn.1liet riots 1n Ur11gwq and Argentina 

81ld vtolenoe 1n Brasll and Paragtq. So he vas denied ent17 into BrasU 1n 

1930. l\1 . thls time his usei\1lne.ss as a Soviet agent bad conalderab~ 

41mirliabed. In Argentina the tJr1buru. regime cloSEd lumtors• s Bt.lenos Aires 

office 1n mid 1951 OJ14 arrested about 180 ·cplo1ees. 'lhe revolut.lorui17 

JUDta wh1ah seized power 1n J\me 19$2 in ObUe deported Kraevslq from there.· 

Bovever upto 1935 the sonth American Ccmmnmlsts aonUnued to receive 

propag&Ma and other support frau Montevideo. Bu.t when u~ broke its 

relations with SOviet Union 1n the SS!le rear (1935), tumtorg•s operations 

. . 

'lb1e ult~lettism 1D the Cadntem pollo,y oont1nued l.UltU the se11enth 

Card:rltem Ccmgress (the last)· at Mosoov in which Popolar Pront tactics was 

1ntrodlloed. F1'"Qm the practical polnt· ot viev the extradst line vas a 

tanure ill te.t1n America. Because after. the :&lellos Aires Ccmgreso, all the 

·.latin Allledoan goqrameots llke that of M¢co, Argentlraa aJld. Chile began 

to take stem meaaa1rea aga!.Dst the Cc:mmnm1sts and thclY were praetioa.ll¥ 

isolated tfta other pal1t1aal gfOU.pa ot the area. 

'fbus the e:.trealst period vas bT and large a period of Oortmnmtst 

. isolation, end the petty revolts eng1D.eered b7 Latia Jimerlcan. Cckmmmists 

1n obedience to tha diftetivea ot the CQnil'lttQ'Il had resulted 1n e. total 

te.Uure. 1h.is new uperl-ce had necessitated a retbtuking or !~scow• a 

poli~s tovuds Latin ·America. 





_. the begimlng ot the ~ Front Period the GoJdntern ~ 

came UDder the d1ctator1al oontrol of Stal!n.- Stal.in made it obl!.gator.r 

tor Carmmniets ell over the world to d.,fend the Soviet Union- •the 

base of world remutlon" and the 0 father land of all toUers•- bam 

external attack of any kind. Fl"'m 1927 onwards his treatment of foreign 

oommuniet part,ies vas such that the lotoltr touards Soviet Union vas 

oons1dered a test of prol.etariar1 intemationalism. And the 1nd1'f'idu.al 

sections of the qadntem were required to ob~ Mosaovt s orders without 

9.'tq protest~ Within the Ocldntern itself povel" vas shifted from the 

iCOI to the Central Committee ot the Communist part.y· ot the Soviet unton. 

Stalin became the ~· t!!!t ruler of the Ccuinwm and applied 8 da:10oratto 

oentraltan• on a world vide aoale. 

1'he most Saportsnt c:ha:raoter of the time of the Seventh .Oongre~ 

o·r the Ccaintem vas that tasc1Sl had abead.1 became a threateDSng force 

vhich, to a great extent, lilfluence<~ the Clcmdiltem to adopt the lJnited 

Pront Pol1Q1. In 1954-35 period Fo.eoiam reached OhUe. Hitler' s 

·mon organil&ed a ahUean Nasi tarty there vhioh was tJ.rumced and supported 
1 

by the Gel'lllall emigrants or the QOUntJ.7. In BrazU the Ooverrtmdlt of the 

oount17 itself vas receiving guidance .f:rom Bitler to struggle agdnst 
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oommun1sm. Several secret policenen of Braall wa• sent to Nazi GemsJJT 
2 

for getting trained tn the tight agamst comnnmlara. . JJke ~ almost 

all the countries of Latin JDnerioa had beeu under the effect of Fascist 

ideology. Besides this the vbole oantinent vas passing throu.f#1 a 

stage of u»bridl.ed terror and serious division 1n the ranks of the 
s 

l'OJildng olue and demooratlo fbrces. 'lhe Communists had become the 

main target of this terror and therefbre thet vere ba.d11' 1n need of 

e. nev strate§' and tactic not~ tor their surri'Val but also to regain 

the lost grmmd 1n the politics of the LatSn Amel'ican oountrtes. 

1be Seventh vorld con.Bl'&sa after an interval of eev~ rears met tram 

·Jul.¥ 25 to AUgust 20, 1935. 'fb.1s Congress merel;r rat1t1ed the Popular 

· Front Polic.Y vbiah had started 1n 1934 by the mlOI on the tnetructions 

f1'om the QfSU Pol!tbu.reau.· ln the resolution of the Seventh COJ:Untem 

aongress "on raactam, wrldng clo.as un1t'f', and tho tuks of the . 

Cam1ntem• more eaphas1s vas given to the threat ot taao!sm and deolared 

that .the !aediate task or t~e labo'lir movEment was to establish the 

united tlghting hant of the vo~ ala8B •tor a &UcoesstUl at!\lggle 

agn1nst the ~ffens1ve of capital, aga.!Dst the reaotkmazy measures of 

the bou~~eoisi$, against fasoltrAt the bitterest e:hPT or all the 

' toUers, ••• • It must be noted that lD most of the colonial and sad• 

colonial countries, beoause of the nev united fl'!ont tact1oe, the 

attitude ot the Oomintern tovards othe~ parties, the bourgeoisie end 

2 Ootavio Bmadao, "Nasi OelmaDY'a Pmetration of BraaU•, Iz!·t~ftt 
Preg Qs!E£!U!,pgPdft!2! (VlE!IU1a), '901. 1"1• No. 29, 10th Ju1;r 1~ p~S. 

S 1\.A. Martinez, •Latin AJD.erica - '1'hree Years afteJI the SeVEDth Yorld 
Congress•, 49:1iematlsmal frtsa ~mJPODdenu (Vierma), vol. 18, 
Bo. 41• 27th AUgust 1938, PP• 965-4. 

4 Jane Degras, lb.e ~C!!J!ll!Ht InamatM:i• l!li-~ noggmepts 
(~Amdon),. vol.:-11 1929•1943, PP• 1-2. 
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nat1onal1am ehanged · remarkab~, It proved hi~ benefi&l to the 

Latin Amerioan communist Parties. EWD ~tore the Seventh Congress, 

in BrazU, a National IJ.beration Allianqe vas formed, D1mlt~v 111 

his report to t.he Congress stateda 

In BraaU, the Ccmmunist Party having laid a aorre~ foundation· 
tor the developaent of th$ united ant:l-Faaolst t.ront by the 
establlshment of the Wat1onal Liberation AlUSllce, has to 
make every effort to extend tUl'ther this front b1 dra:w!Dg 
into it first and toreaoat the liJB1J1 mUllons of the peaaanur, 
lead!Dg upto the fomation of units of a people• s 
re'VOlution&1'7' &l'!nf. caaplet~. de·voted to the revolution sX1d 
to the establishment of' the rule of tbe National Liberation 
AU.tance. (5) 

To tbe same Congress wang M!ng, the rapporteur tor Latin Alaerica,' reported 

that a movement of' this kind, the National. Liberation Alliance, bad 

been formed 1n Braatl under the presiderie.r of •Olir comrade P:r>estes•. 
. ' 6 

.AJJ.d it vas Joined b7 many offlcers of the 8.l'fiq and navy. 

· A number of Latin AJnerican Qammunist leaders ,.re invf.ted to 

Moscow to attend the Seventh Qomintem Congress, vhich vas ach~ed to 

be held at the GDd of 1954. Yhen it w.s postponed the delegatee tram 

Latin America vere alread1 on their V1fl to Moscov. But thg d1d not go 

baok even vhen the ·eongresa vas postponed. After reaching Moscow tmu 

disaussed their problems vith the aadntem leadeN and wo11ted Otlt the 

5 Stephen 011ssold ( ed.), :Jcrdlt Bel gtipna J4a Lt»u Saeriga, ltWl-.lDIHb 
A Deppta.n SSmt 0London, 19'10), P• 154. 

8 Stephen Cliasold, •soviet Relations with Latin A1Jler1oa betveen the Yars•, 
1n J. Gre8017 Osvald and AJ1t.hon7 J • Strove:r ( ed.), :&I SQY1d Ynkn . 
!94 L§t1n AJ!s1ga (LondaD, 19'10), P• 21. L1mis Carlos P.restes began 
his cal'eer as e. captain 1n the engineering oorps of the BrazUian .Art!'q. 
He became well knolAD flrst 'When he jot.ned a m1l1ta17 re'VOlt in 1924. 
Be vas then forced into -exile. Bdssaries of the Braa1l18Jl Ocnmun1st 
Partq and SOntb .Amerlcan Secretariat had approached h!m aDd aonverted 
him to Mar.ds. Then be was invited, 1n 19S1 to the Sovlet Union and 
beoame a member or the EOOI 1n 1935. In AprU ot the same 7ear he retumed 
to BrazU to J.ead an armed stmggle. Be became the PresidEilt of 
National Libemt1on Alliance as directed b7 tbe Oadntem. 
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stra't418'f to be followed b1 thelr Parties. A Pel'\lvian ~1st, 

mtdoo!o bY.IJ:les, vho attended the discusdoJls with the 1\laalea lead91"s, 

sa1d tha.t th.e. dee181one then taken represented a ccepJQdee betveen 

the v1e~s ot Dblitrov, the chief proponent of the nev :fttplll.a7 Front 

line and t'he pol1qy of violent taetioo stUl fa'VOUred by Kanu.Us'k¥. 

fhe compraaise ws that only 1n Brasil the Popular Front Policv 

sb.onltt be used to selse po..., by rewlu.Uon. And in other countries 

ot Latin ATAeri.oa this ·pol.icsy was to be utllised 1n vJ.:rln1ns eleotions · . 
? 

against Faso1et or fascist-oriented pal'Ues to get pover. AD 

~1.d.s of the speeches delivered at the Seventh Congress of tbe 
. . 

COmintel'll reveals that the idea of revolution hac1 DOt been abandoned 

1n 1955. onJr beca:use of t.he elaetioity of method ot atta.ining that 

goal the united Front Poli<U vas adopted. 1he Oorl.gress ended on 

'AUSUSt 20, 1935. 

In Bl'dU the preparations by the National U.b•ation Alliance 

tor an .armed stru.ggle vas m progress and in the 1e.st veek of 

JioVEmber, Pi"estes issued a. proclt.tnat1on addresaed to •ell the toroes 
8 ' 

ot popular liberties" .• 'lhe revolt broke QUt at t1rst in Natal and 

Recife and th$11 in 111o. The revolutionanes got same initial Slloceas 

but later thf.V were suppressed vitb bloodshed. Prestee and another 

German Communist, Har.r:r Berger• vho also led the rewluticm vith maxv 
other leades vere arrested. 'lhe failure of the amed revolt vas a 

? Olissold, n. 5, pp. 18-19. 

8 'fhe • Gall. issued by Prestes vas published 1n • A HaUhaw, tb.e 
organ ot the lla.tion&L l.lberatioZl Alliance, on November ~, 19S5 
(page 19). It was republlshed in alissold, n. S, P•. 165. 
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great set-back to the Camintezn designs 1n Latin Allerica. It led to 

a rupture of d1plamat1o ties with UNgU.q 1 the ~· Latin Allert can 

repu.blio 1A1oh had retained the llnk- wlth.Mosoov at that time. AS a 

result, all Soviet d1plalat1c aud trade efforts ended ln Latin AJaer!ca 
. . 

in 1935. B1lt this did not p1t an end to the o1andest1n.e operations of 

the CamSntern 1n ma.111 Latin AJnerican countries vhich vas being carried 

out b1 its seo:ret agents. MOatl;f' maerioan and Oermsn Gomm.unists vere 
9 

vo:rt1ng as the secret agents of the OtDlntern 1n Latin mnerloa. 

uovever, the nev strategy or the CCmiDtem O(}ll.1ng .fqr broad 

alliances vith Um1ted aims was soon adopted br all tho Ctlmllitmist; Parties 

of Latin Alllerica. 'Dlese parties begen to exploit, according to the 
L 

otroumstanees of each oountty, tho naticmal bourgeoise nnd the otbeJ' 
. A . 

non-Oarmntmlst parties. AS a. result the Msto:ry of the OcXtmUnists in 

Latin America beCl'llle one of the moat extft01'd1nafT opportuniaaa. COmmunist 

Parttes witb.ou.t Oft! dist:luotion · co-operated \lith dictators and llith 

democratic parties of the Right as ve11· as the Left. Orton the;r used 

to spUt !nto two part.ies with oppas!ng policies, out ot vhich one 

oollabore.ted vlth a dictator and the Otber vitb. the dEil!Ocratic opposition. 

only after the clwlge of the pa.rti<lllar politioe.l situation thE\?' used 
. 10 

to reunite. 

It vas during this period, tor the t1rst ~~ the varicus La\!n 

AJaerlcan CoDatmiat Parties snob aa those ot Chile, Cuba, and Mex1co 

became itaportant political factors. 'l'he exceptional case where ~-

1roD1oall7 sutt'$Nd at this time vas 1D Brazil. It vas beoa.u.ee ot the 
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terrible ta.Uure ot the upr!s!ng of the . Rational L.tberatioD All iflllce 

1n 1985. · 'Die suppression ODd Smpr1$0Dfllent ot the leaden created 

. chaos vhich preVEDted the Part.Y's ftu:ther expansion. Oen~, 

the Oommunlat Parties of Le.t!n AJaerioa not onl1' establidled vom1ng 

r~t~s vith other polltioal groupings but also reduced their own 

radicalism ·and sought to legalize the1r political aotlvitlea. 

New Ocimmmist Part1$s were also tomed 1n this period in 

N~ Bl:>l,i'Via and tmSntoan Republ.ic. In 1957 the Sooie.Uet 

p~ ot !Jica.raglla vas create4 by a minority bloo \hich broke o.vq 

from the tiol'kel'S l'a.r\r. I'IE!D thwgh it vas a Oomtmmlet PartY it 
11 

never oelled itself Gclllrrnmis\ t1l1 1948. 'l'he Boli'flan Comm:tm~st 

Par\7 vas formed by December 1940.· Bo.t 1t had its po11t1oal origin _ 

:inaJ17 years ago. It may b8. seen that in 19201 a a student leader called 

Roberto BbloJ osa had contact vith the OcliDul11st Inte1!1at1onal 1D 

Argentina. ·Another p1'0-Co.al:l1UU1st, Cbsta:vo, formed a Soo1allat Pa.rVJ 

and a fev months later, in 1925, the Bolivian government deported him. 

After that tbe Communists managed to mfUteratct labou.r organizations 

notvithstanding the govemmct•s Stlppresslon. F.rom 1986 to 1959 

tvo mUlta17 rulers mled Dollvia vbose policv was in favour of the 

cammuniato. At this time a Mtmd.st-oioJ.eoted pa"" was tomed bd.t . 12 
·denied being aarmmtat. .Follov1Dg the 01 vU ~ m Spaln, a.bollt 

n!ne hundred :ret\lgees oame to Dom!nloen BepQ.blio attel' 1939. More than 

one hundred. ot thea were ~lata 1i1o began to set up t.he1r 0\11 f1'cmt 

organlaationa and pl'Ovided inepirat.S.On to the looal c1t1zena, 

< 

12 John Donoftn, .lkai Magbfits qogmp1at :Q!Altm'\lqp .&!!ll!! Meries 
(Bew York, 1982) ~· PP• 1S4-5. · . · 
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espeoial.l1 the students. Sc:D.e ot the etudenta vere oamnunists and th., 
' 13 
established a separate Dcllinioan Oommlmiet Partq 1D 1942.· 

1he aJsao-German Non-aggression Paot ot ltllgtlat 1989 m.Bl'ked the 

end of the f'lret era of ~Pllar Front OCilmmist strategr in Latt.n 

America. Because when the pact vas signed, the Latin American CIOIIDII'l'lmieta 
, .. 

along with ell- other com:mmista of the wrld reversed S.etUatel;r their 

poU.cu of oo-ope~Ut1on vith J'lOJ).OQWDlst lef\s and 3 omed w1 th tbe 

AXis 8111lP&thlaera and the native Latin AlDerican taao1Sts to bustrate 

the world Ha.r II aot1'Vit1es of the tieetel'D Allies. Bllt \be Bitle 

invaded the USSR in June 1941, Latin AlllGrican ~iats as elae\llere 

·again :reverssi their policv aJld entbuad.ast1~ reviVed "Pop~Wn' Pront• 
Policv beOauee at that time So'fiet tJnion again Joined with tlw Vestern 

All~ to f'l&bt against Nu1 Cle.rmaD1 and ita alllts. .With this ohaJlge 

the anU-Ameriaanism of the Latin AJnerloe.u communists was abandoned 

and almost nll tatlD Alllerioan CCNntries established or re-establ1shed 

d1~lamat1o relations vlth the Soviet Ur11on. 1h1s bapptlled becau10 ot 

the pressure fl'Cia the United Sto.tea. 'fb.ua a nev stage vas -' for 

strong ()Q1111•nmtst a.d'valloea. 

·It vas dur!ng this second t lbpular Front' phase the OCIIJDUD1ata 

ot latin .AJaerioa gained their greaten opfll1Dg and d1reot mfluenoe. 
' 

'lbeir propaganda poss1bU1t1es uml.Upliecl and their 1ntluenoe iD the 

labour sectors Snoreaaed. As the ocammierta vere so.ppol'ting the Vox'ld 

V!u II efforts or the Allles thfV beneflted. by the good teel.tas traa 

all the couatrles of the hemlsphere. For exmapl.e, the.J' ab~daDed etrikes 

b1 \bich thtv' got the bleasinp of the 1D4ustriallats and the 

18 ibppilu), n. u, pp. sg...go. 
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14 
govetm!lental leadel's. 'fht\1 opmll' mtppol'ted the objectives or u.s.A. 
end Br1ta1D 1n Lat!D America. ln short, at this perlod the long etanding 

prejudice against Oammuniem vas absent in ·Latin America. So ocnmmiats 

could integrate into national·leadersbip. 
. . ~ 

1he f'irst success1\ll. al.Uanoe ot tbia per!od o~ 1n QhUe 1D 

1958. In 1935 aa.dntel'll bad sent lbdoolo RaVines, a bdllt.ant 

PeruVian. partq organizer to atdle. Bis aim vas to implement . the new 

.united and ant1-taao1st Popular Front strategv. !he ChUean Ocmmm1st 

Party" formed an all tance with the radical Soc1e.l1st Part¥, Dsnooratlc 
15 

Party and the· Badlcal ~. 'lbe Rs.dioal Partq•s oanctldate vae elected 

to the presidenot• 'lbe Chilean Popular Ftont, unllke its Blropeafl . 

counterparts, was aot eDt1-Fasc1st beoause the saall 1asc1at Par\V ot 
. . 

Ohlle anpported the Pbpular :rtont· candidate, Pedro ~ Cerda wbiob 
18 

led to his 'doto17 in the 1936 election. It was a coneid.-eble 

tact1oal su.ooess tor the Chilean Gaarmmlsts and to the nev Cordntelll 

line. But Moecov did not. get tmch praotical adftlltage .fJ:rcml it. 

. 'the other Lats.n AJDerioan oountl'f lhere Poptil.a.r Front polict vas 

1mpleaented vitb acme S\lccess vaa CUba:. In 1935 Bl~ Roca the S~ 

General ot the Ctbau Communist Partq atteded the SeYenth Congress of the 
17 

Ccmintem. According to the reocmmeodat1ons ot the COmintem the CUban 

Communist Par\1 after the congress began to abandoD its extradsa and to 

adopt a moderate position tor creating pop11ar front a111ance. Bo.t this 

14 Vl111am Benton, Jb yo191 S: IA1tm Aptr1ga (Nev Yolk, 1981), P• 'IS. 

15 Horaoio, •People's Front orgauiaed 1n Ohile", ID1Csss~al.Prue 
gpmspaqctesm· wl. 16, Bo. 24, 2Sl'd Ma11 1936, P• 6 , 

16 See Halperin, n. 10, pp. 44-46. 

1'7 Andre SUa • rea, .Q!11!it a~ .1!4 ~!aa ll.§t-§L Loel 
Carmichael and Jmst H(tran~Cembtidge, 1961), P• s. 
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attempt tailed 1n the then existing otraastancee 1n CUba. A mllitar,v 

leatler, Mgenioo BatS.sta, aaerged in the political fleld &lid 'b1 

Janua~Y 19M be had. alread:Y beOane poveribl to replaoe 41'au-the then 

.l"'ller - vith Carlos· Mendieta. Frcm this tfae till 1940 Batista vas the 

head or the aDo" and ~ strong GlOUQb to appof.nt and disdss presidents 

or the 00111lt1'7• '!he denocraUo forces or the oountrt were against 

Batista. !be' united vltb the Otlban Revol.utlona.r1 Partq (Partido 

Revolucionario CU.bano- J'RC) ~ich wu orgaJlised bt Grau atter hie 

removal from the otft.ce. Ae a result, a United Front of df:llloaratic 

parties came Out 1n au.ba with<Nt the participation of the Q.ammm.ist Partq. 

Communists faUed there in ma1dng alliance v1 th the danocratio torces. 

Batista b1 this time dea1ded to legitimize h1s position b1 assuming 

the presidentV• He eo tared into en agregnent vlth. the oommun1sts and 

gave legal-~ittcm to the party.· In tum BatS.sta ·got Gcmmunist 

support 1n the 1940 presidential electiOn. Nld finallT 1n 194! the 

~ats ·got representation in the cabinet alsO. nats.sta euaouro.ged 

the Guban vo:dters tnO'ftmEm.t 1n fa~r of the C<am.unists. 'lhus the Partq 

acb.1evei considerable expana1on. 
' ' 

L!lte 1n Oblle and Qu.ba 1n almost ell the ·OOUDtries of the region 

except. BreaU, the Popular Front Poriod we a golden age for tbe 

cOmmu.ntste. 13at this pedod did not last lcmg. then lblsso-Geman war 

broke _out 1n 1941, v1etol"f owr Gel"JDDltlT vas made the Sllpreme goal ot 

the CclllmWlist DLOVEmect. 1h~ war brou.ght aboUt .a sewre .restr.lotioD ot 
·, 

the 1001 •a vork ~d the staff' of the Oaad.ntem ws to reed to leaft Moscow. 

The General Secreto.r.r, J)1m1trov wnt vit.h a small staff to 1111\'qsbev bu.t 

there the :lbnoUOD ot the Coudntel'll vas 01\ll' in name. 'lbe iOOI Could not 
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direct aJ1d control the seot!ons of the CcldDtem. 'lherefore it DU(J' ·be 

seen that flaD 1941 onwards the ecatD.tern had been 1n its death-throes. 

1he iCCl ~ the decision to dissol'Ve t.he Comintem on 'Ms.1 15, 194S 

but it was ma.de knolll o~ after six da;rs later. ~e decision aaidt 

'the wale devel.Opmtmt ot events in the last cpaner o.t 
a centu17 a1'ld the aperience accumulated b7 the Gcxnmunist 
Intemation.el eon.T!nc1nglf shoved that the organ1u.t1cmal 
fol"lll ot uniting vol'kers obo$en by the rlrst Consress ot .~ 
the Conln1mist · lnternatiollel, anev&l'ed_ cond1 ticm:s ot the 
first stapa or the vom1ng class movement, bu.t 1t bas 
been out-~ b1 the growth or tbis movement and l>1 the 
complloaticms or its problEIDS 1n separate aotU1tries a:nd _ 
has even become a dmg. on 'the illrther st:cgtb«dng of 
the natiolio.l wommg class parties. (18) 

18 Robert v. DaJitels (ed.), .A Dgqg~yptaq B!ma; S: Qsla!lle 
(Rev York, 1960), wl. II, P• 1SO. . . 
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· From the torego:!ng 8nalvs1a it 1a eYJ.d.,t that dulrls the pelod 

under revlev (1919-:1943) the grip of the 1Jclllintem- the SllP~ 

poliUoal ones dootr!nal 811t.horlfB' o:t the w:rld O<liiiiUDlat lllO'Yallct 

controlled ·bf the Soviet 'D'nlorl - over the OoaJmm!et aot1 ~ties 1a 

Latin Allerloa vas quite Sllbattentlal, e't'tll though it optl'ated trcD a 

NllOte «mtt'ol po!Dt - Hoeoov. ooneequ.ea.~, the power and po.tlcv ot 

the SO'V'let trnicm beccae a aaJ or aouroe of strength ot the Oc:amlliat 

Parties 1D Lat!D AJD.erloa. 'Jbia, lD tum, had led thai to gift a 

doai»aJ'lt oondderation tor tbe So'fiet lbreign pol.ltr objeoUvea. 

'l'he ma1n objective ot the acalntem S.n Latin AJael"ioa vas the 

f'o=ation or Qclsuuntat ParUea f!l'lert \ltere a8 a prelude to the 

• eatabUalmtllt ot tbe diotato1'8blp of the p:rol.etar1ate- the ultSmate 

polit1oal ala. ln do!Dg eo it wanted to etmot,ve thea alJJO in the 

patteiD or the Otwaun1et Pa.rtv of the Soviet tJJlloll. JU:rther, it 

wanted to t1'a1D thaa to pl'QIOte o1aaa etNggle 1D the oontinEilt 14th 
' "'\ 

.. a viev to lead a Cammm1at re'VDlutlon. In additicm, the CCminteJD 

~ted the IAtS.n .Amer.tcan OcaluDS.at Parties aa· satell1tH or· the· CPSU 

and to ue tbsa aa tools tor ft.gbt1Dg aga:blat the US laperiallSII 1n 

the region. 

. to ach1e11e these obj 84t11'ea the. Oadrl.tel'n adopted 'ftl'loua metho4a 

'.the aetmda ve1'8 
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· clea1gntd p~ to capture the national aeut1mcllta of the Js.tia 

Am~oan people in ta'V011r of the ~ DiOYeen~ Among the aoat 

laportant aethoda ~e (1) the 1nt11Ua.tlcm into trade UD1oll and 

peasant m.ovaaentiJ (2) qataaatlo propasaada aDd qttat!ona to 

popular1se the lctea or the .olaas a\l'UggleJ and (S) both legal and 

illegal aeana to establish- a ftVO.lutitJnaw base 1D flft1!'1 State. 

Obviouall't the prlma17 o~eotive of the CcDS.ntel'll 1n Lat!D Allleriea, 

the eatabli.-SDt ot the COlllllQn1st parties, vas acilieftd to a 

oon.S.deftble extent. It was able to see thi'CIU.gh tb.at tn almost all 

the countries of the reglon. 'l!le ao.m1et parU.es vttre eetabl1ahe4 

durJ.ng the aad.ntem l*"!od, e'YeD though a fev ha4 Jl'Otll out of the 

Soo1al1at Parties ex1ated prior to the tomation ot the ~tem. 

In OOGntriee Uke ArgeDtma, BruU, Cuba, Mextoo anct UN1P1811, the 

cc.auniat putlea were tol'Jiled aftelo a spllt in the Soo!aliat parUea. 

Bl.lt Sa OOWltriea Ute Chile the Soolal1ata retbrlst4De4 thelhelvea !Dto 

CO.UZ,ist JUtS... In other OcUBtriea the Caaraunlet Parties wre 

toaed undei tbe aegb of the Oadlltern itself. fo their cl'edit the• 

parties W1"e able to populariae the Har.llet-Lfen1-n1at ideas 81101'11 

the Latin AJierioan 1ntell1genUa, peuaDta and volkera. 'to .,.. edeut. 

thw vwe ablAt to inf'lueoe eT4I1 the ~at parties to &Bft8 

to ~he Mar.d.an theory of the SDa'fitabUlty of the h1ator1oai process. 

· ])eepite thie l1ml'W auooesa the tact naaine4 that the CCidntem'e 

etrategr tor L&tln saerJ.aa vas. a general taUure. 'lhe Latin Aae1'"1can 
' 

COBrcmieta• uuatooesatul att.pts to bette m•l'hOtloaa 1D Mextoo, . 
. . 

in 1929, 1D 11 Salvador in !982 or = BraU in 1915, Sl.lwstrate the pcd.Dt. 
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1\l«r lhov that there vas a serloo.s f1av !n the Cc:D1ntem•s ueesamt 

of the LaUD ltllerioan aitwltioD. ODe taportant :reaar.m that oootriblted 

to this mls1'8ad!ng vas that seldom the Ckalntem lea\tera aoowl'W the 

Latin Allerloan Cclr.a.unlats befbre 'J'ltrodllcllls a Dev atratelf tor the 

reglon. '!he looal Cammun1~s 'alwqs ~ed ODll' at the reoeiv.tng end. 

As none of the oountl"ies ot thla continent the bad &JJT at.pitloant 

vef.gbt 1n world politics or to the .S.tal aoucem ot the So'fiet lJnioD, the 

· Cc:e!ntem bad given cm:q- a low p1'1or1t1 to this regieo. '.lhe ocmtaiptuGils 

disregard fhOVD by the aa.mmists towards the LatSD .AllericaJ'l national 
;. 

tl'aditiona and 1natitutione and the Ocllintem•e attalpt to impose alifll 

models and taotf.os on tbe OolmntiJllat aoti.S.t1ee in lAtin •erica were · 

other reasons vhich generated 1Detsllt dlel.Ske for the Ccamlnists IIIOJ'JI 

the ordina%1 people. 
'. 

1he 144e gap betveea the CcDlntem•a deolared ob_1eoUve end· the 

real obj ~lve also h8atened the tdl.ul"e of its strategy in Le.Un Aaer:t.ca. 

In tact, the ec.dnte!D never upeoted Le.tiu AmericaJl OcialllUnlate to setae 

power lnstan~ because it thallsht that Latin America was not rlpe tor a . 

CCIJIII11U1at revolution. '.lberetore, declarat!ons like the captllre of 

povel" or the estab11s111lent of the dlctatorsblp of tbe PJIOl.eta.r1ate vere . 

meant l.argel3' to keep up the teapo of Ccammiet act1v1 ties there. Bllt 

in the meantSae it liarlt.d the parttes to strength• the Sov:l.et Union's · 
, . 

poeltirm aa the leader of the wrld COII!I!lUDlst aove•t• · 1berefoH the 

presel"VB.tion ana praaotion or Soviet U'Dlon • a global Interests vas upper 

ao1t ill the mlnda of the oadntem stl'ateglate. In these oira~D'18tar&cea 

what the Cadntem realJ3 vanted vas to uee the CciDID1at Putlea 1n 

Latin America a.9 a useful propaganda means to intlueDCe the go't'el'D'Jleta ill 
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' pover to take poai tiona taYOilrable to Soviet torelp pollqr goals. But 

despite these efforts, at least tUl Hitler' a attaok on Bllea1a the 

Latin Alleri.oan Ocllrnllnist Partles tailed to tum the ld.nda of the natlve 

goYe1'1U!lats 1ft taYCUr or the So'riet }K)l1o1ea. 

'lbe situation created bt t'M dual nature of the Sodet paU<\9" 

posed major diftlcultiea to the aadntem•a atrate§' 1D Latin Amet'laa. 

It 'l1lll:f be eeen that the SoVS..t Union, through the Cca1ntem; was 

aeoretlr trying to prcaote re'90lutlona 1n Latin Amer!oa by undergrouD.d 

aot.i:vlt.iea. Dlt amultanoousllit was also trying to make Men~ 

diplomatic :relations tdtb. the governments of eve't'/1 couut17 in the 

region. 'lhla. 4wU tacUo d!d not succetd. \hen the looal gowl12meta 

of the oantment discovered su.cb. ta.oUcs oft- ussa, the:tf reacted 

aclverselr. A8 a rellllt, the atrates1 m1at1red vlth0\1t prodtloilig ., 

tangible result, 

C'crte.in ckaestio taotol'l also oontrib\\ted to the te.Uuzte of 

the Ccaiutern' a strategy 111 Lat!D .Atlleri.oa. It is true that the LaUD 

AmedQ8Jl eo.miate were operat!Dg In a situation where a olaoa 

conscious volklng olasa was 110re or less ab.-t. '!lis was because 

during the ta:tel\lo.uo period 1ndnstrl.es were Ofl1v at a deYelopS:ng stage. 

As a result the Oollwniata aould !lOt do JIU.ch since the labour aoVEI!lent 

itself vas Tf1l!'/ west. 1he Oomintem•a plan of eatablli!idng a 

Latin Aaer14811 Trade tJnion Secretariat to gu1tfe the trade un1on 

moV(Dent there also did not mater1aliae. 'fb.e efforts ot the Collmmiats 

to !Dtutrate into pt"Otess1onal ol"gaalizaticms, the olv.U aen:lce 

and other ltn'ela of powr vere also not baS. ttbl. l~reo"f8r• \he sapaot 

of Marxl_..h!lll!n1sm on the Latin Jaerical\ re'fOlutfonBl'ies was alao 
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on]¥~.· It ·oaW.d hat."dll' free the Latin AUerlcsn Gc:ammia\ 

Parties tftD •opportwd.sm• and a sense ot •geogra~o fatelle• 

whioh ¥ere also dcainant taators Jn their relations vlth Mosoov. A8 

a result, the OCIDI!1Uil1at parties of La\ln /lll.er1ca bad alvqs renalned · 

undlsc1pl.1Ded and unsl11table to lead an etfect1Ye olaes Gbl'Uggl•• 

Ill.W.tab]T, the Com1ntem ClCJ\lld not. keep them strio\17 on the ~•• ot 

Bolshevism. 1be etteot ve.s that \b-· the Ccld.Dte:n. adopted ·ultra.o 

ra-volutioxw7. policies dUiing the ~st period it taUed to attft.ct 

enough revolut1one.r1es also into its .fbld, 

Polit1oall1, except during tbe Popular Front Pel'lod, . the C<Dnmist · 

·~es of Latin AJllerica taoed isolation. Their oontaota vl t.h, the loCal · 

people vere Wt"' Uttle. sv-eU du:t'J.ng th$ popUlar .~Mnt period, th8 

taotias deprived ot tbs looal Otlalmbta their radical. image. 1he 

situa\ioJt tapro?ed to som• extent onl7 iovaMs the elld of the OadntetD. 

period, ..,._ tbl1 bep.u to ga1n t.ba aupport of peaaanta and vorkera. 

'lhis vas "la.rg$ll' because dt.J.lt!ng thie per!odj the labour movement vae 

devolop1ng ·into a politiaal pover of gl'O'tdng .t.rapo~. 'lbie nev 

&ension to the CcDalaniat acU.vlties vas given bT a £N13P of peNOD.e 

\tho wre d1ssat1s.tictd with the aocd.el, econcmio and polittioal coMS.tiona 

pr$va1ling in Latin .A1Ur1ca. eapeotall7 1n countries Uke CbU., ~r 

and OUbn.. 1'b1s eraabled the Cctmmmists to "WOl'k amoag the peaaante, 

eapecial~ of Mtt.l:tco fJt1d Oentrel Aaerica. Bu.t th$ .dl'al(back was tbat 

there vas no outstanding ind~s red.utionar.vl~ to shape things 

effeoti ve]J. 

'lbe Lattn Ameri.osn Gc1111nmiats had to. face uph1ll taskS 1n 

Japlaenting the policies of the Ocld.nt.Jm. 'lbelr main d1tf1aalt1es vue 
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. the abatr1ce ot ~Spanish propaga.Dcta. ma.terial C4 the tact that 

in moat ·ot the countr.lea the Cclllln\ftlat Pal'tlee vera outlawed either 

by leg1slat1on or by exeou.tS.ve aot.ton. In acme 00\Ultlies the 

ondnal lava to proteot the 1Dternal 8l1d extemal ~r.l. tq ot the 

nation ad tbe lepl provisions relating to hlld.gration, l.abo\lr, 

~ed toroes, edtloat1on, pol1t1cal orpn1~&t1on and. pl1bllo 

.adrdnlstre.tlon ve:re 41reoted againet the Cc:mtun1ste. · 

Apart 1\w thS.. the cawrrmt.ats had alao to ocmhont the ruo.\ats, 

who had all eftect#lve platfDl'll w1th reacJ.T.aade solutiorla for eV.l7 sooio

eOOBOIIlio 8JJd po11t1oal problem In Latin America. 'lhe eergence ot 

ta~tcist pe.rt,ies 1D moat ot the Latin /tllleJ"1can states prowd to be · 

an etfeotlw aotmtctr~weigbt to the o.mnlna. 81tlu•a I!IPPOI't. 04 

hie WI ot dealing v1 th the Coaalt&Difts eacou.rage4 raW.ta17 diotatorahipa 

1n the area. 'lhe Roman Catholic aburch end 1 te aotf:dtles were aleo 

poee4 real pro'blee .tbr .the Ocal\mJ.ata. . 

A eerloua Oballtnge. taced b1 the LaUD AJifariaan CcaauJ:tlns vaa 

the ...-gence ot·natioaal political parUes, Wtiob alao posaesse4 eome 

aoolalS.at ideu. For exaaple, 1n Pe~ APiA (AliaDaa Popular 

Re'fOluolonal'Sa .Aaer1oana), b7 attl'aotmg both the 1n~eotuals dl4 the 

.OOIDOD people, beoame cme of the aoat !mportant pans..a ot the ooanU7. 

In Vcesuda the growth of \be ac.mmt.• Part1' vae arrested b,y tbe 

•-"pnoe of the Deoora.Uo AotlOn .Pal'tl', establidlled Sn 1941. In 

cuba, the •mtentiao• aoVt!lleat Cl"eated au adverse eltUa.tlon tor the 

Oaamunleta. ssmnar vas the eituatlon 1D Arge'Dt1na also following 

the appearance ot Peronieta mowaumt 1D the earl;y 1940' •· . 
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.. 
ane of limited ~ftaalisatioli since the oontinent was.b.Y and large under 

. the :power aJ1d S.ntJ.ue11oe ot the· United States. ihe. tao\ that- the 

United States had aer10l18 interest 1rl Latin .AMrioa not onl1 precluded 

the So'fiet Union •a deep in10lfre1Dent 1D the region, but a1eo 1-n the 

Latin A1D.er10811 Ccllllmnie\s puamtat,ic about a llloo&as~ ~Uoa. 

'l'he pessimistic· m1Uook that a· 'fiotor1oua ~- re"f.Qlut10D !as Latin 

Amerl.ca Vou1d have to face a au.ctl more hoatUe oppOsitiOn tftll 

neigllbo\uing United States, a.11d tbe possible absence of etfeot1va 

8\lppor\ from the Soviet Union, u.cterainec! the aelt-oont1dence ot the 

Latin AJaerioan COmrmniats. 

In brief, tbe Ccat.ntern pided the Latin ADLeri.can Coanunlst. 

with two bade objeot1vn in ?.lew. lD the first plaee it vmted thaa to

ae!."ft t,he :ln~a or tbe SOviet tJD!on. SeoondlT, 1\. :-nted th• t,.o 

buUd Oammmiet orgasdr.at!one to. promote revolutlODa:ry aot4:dtiea so 

as to lead the to aata.bllab proletariat ct!otatorlhlpa 111 Lati.D A'tlerioa~ 
. ,. 

But, not intn.quentl;r, the aeoond objeotlvea bad been aacr.tttced tor 

the t11"8t tollo~ t.be tvleta and tume of the policies of tht 

ComaiW11at ID.temat1cmal. . t. other vorda, Ute other llaBbeN. Of the 

Oold.atem, the ·lstb Aaerlo:m Ctarmmlste also were aore aubsenl•t to 

SOviet po11QT thaJ1 wol'klng u _agents of Oclllmun1at ~t1oD •. \~len the 

Cc:ldrltel'l'l pol1qr vas tbr exVeme isolaUonis and -.Per remut1.o:oa17, 

as it vas f.rc. 1928-1934, the Latin .American ·ca.un1sts toUovt4 th1a. 

line. \hen tbe Popular rtont vas the order of the c!q· tl'<lm 1935 ·onVuda 

tor the Inte1'1lat1onal CasmiUniet mOTafJDt, .so was it .too for the 

ktin AJael"ioan ·Cc:Danmteta. 
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