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© the astivities of the Gamintern in Latin imeries betvess 1010 2:d 1043
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Amerioan relationship has not besk subjested to proper study and
m;@t, I have taken 1t as the topis of xy researds. The matn

~ objeative of this analysis is to make an ﬁumt of the sucsess and
. fallures of the strategy of the Gomlatern for Latin merics, The
snalysis deals vith the origin of Gommmnist Parties 1n the region wnder
the inspiration @d gidsnce of the Gomintern, 4 also the tastlos .
Wwwmwm-mnnmm«.mm
the instruotions of the Gominters. In doing so, special attention
has besn glven to the participation of Letin Aueriosn Soctalists in
‘the formation of the Cosmsmnist International and the part played by
the Comintern, in tum, in establishing Commsunist Partles of the region.
An attept has aleo been made t0 examine in detall the Scviet leaders'
mmmchhﬁnv»hmmmwhm&;vwmﬂ‘ |
them throagh the Gomintern a4 Ahe Latin meriosn Comsunist Parties.

The presert analysis is the cutome of the study of & good deal
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* INTRODUCTION

'GOMISTERN AND LATIN AMERICA

The fomation of the Commmist International vas the institutionalisation
o_f the idea of a world revolution, From the very beginning the Sooialist

_ 'uoi-king class movenment posaessed :!htarnatienal features, The oall,

"mrkera or the Vorld, Unitel®, appeared in ths cammist Manifesto with

1ts declare& aim to overthrov the *bemrgeohie" in every oountry. The

"Comrunist League® organized by Karl Marx in Iondon in the annmar of 1847
S R

" was based on thess ideas, The First Intemational fomed in 1884 end the

| Seoond International founded in 1889 also incorporated the same idea of |

intemationalism, The Thind, the Commmnist ntemational, or Comintern,

" was founded at the First World Congress shich opened in Moscow on March 2,

1918, It gave a nev image to the idea of intemationaliem - the
founding of a Soviet world state, Signifiomntly, the Executive Committee

~ of the Gomintern at‘ated its aim, "our Third Intermationsl is an
. i.nf:ematicnel assoolation of tba proletariat of 511 oountries for the

'purpose of omﬁ\rowing the bcurgeaieie and of laying the faundations
| for International Soviet Ropubli.o"

1 G.M. Stekloff, iigtory of Pirst International (Londonm, 1928), p. 17.

2 "long Live the First Of Mayl Long Live Commnimm}®, April 20, 1919,
Q%ﬁ mm__g (London, 1919), MNo. 1, British edition,
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~ Apart’ from en invitation to revolutionary groups all over the world
vhich was published in *Pravda® on Januai-y 24, 1919, amng to send
repraaghtatlves te a oongress that would oreate a new Inltmaticnal,
t'héz-e» vas no speotal invitation to the Latin American soolalist groups
for participation in the founding congress of the Gomintern from the
Eolahevik leaders. Therefore thers vas o participant fmm Letin fnmerica
in the founding congress of the Gontntem.  Added o this the abswmce
of proper information channel at the We of the establistment of ﬁhe
-caminte.m premtad soolalist groups of Latin Amerlcs from having a alear
' 1des cbout the plans and programmes of the Communist leaders in Rassie.
| Héreover due to the lack of trﬁnsmrt facinties and tha' utmrdinary
difficnltiea in get.tlng paasports at that time there was little
- participation from out.side. The only genuine delegate ﬁm abroad uas
¥erlein bf.GemW.' But to give the Flratvt}ongr‘ess an Mtamatwal
Mpobiuon, Lenin filled the vacant seats with some ﬁrei@ radicals,
who happened to be in Russla at that time end also with a few pﬂmm

of war,
MM@&L&&M )

During the last days of the First congroaa of the Comintern, on -
March & and 8, :.919, the dolegatea approved a nmber of important dommta.

3 lmis B. Asuﬂar: Marxign in Lstin w (New York, 1968), p. 5.
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’"i‘hoge q&m;ﬁmta ‘1ike the *"Theses on Mrgeqia Demoaracv and Proletarian
Vniotator;ﬁip;,_ eontai.n pringiples of the Bolsheviks concerning the
Comintem. Of the six Hajor statenents, the Handfesto urltten by Troteky
" was t;hé moat important in vie§ of the objeatives of the oangnas. But
a1l these statenents were merely a restatenent of the old Merxist-Leninist
 1deas like the nmasit} of t&o ew ahd hi@ier worker's democraqy®
| inatsad of the bw.rgeoia demoaracy. They pmisad peace and pmsp&rity
for nev nati.anal statee, colonisl peoples and for the under pmvileged
| of aJJ. kinda. Stmgaly enou@ there was no mention of Latin fmerica
even in the statement uhieh cantained an evaluation of the current
int.ematioml ait:nati.om and the policqy of the Allied Powers.
- Inthe Kanitpsto iasned at the Jecond Qongress of Camintern (July 17 -
.Auguat 7, 1920), -1t vas atated hhat in Latin smerica thers was a
'.lamggla betveen the amm imperislisn and the new United smea
&permm. It assumed that Usats mtenﬂ.on vas to tranaformn the Lat:l.n
‘:Amsrican countrioa into 1t.a eolmies.‘ The Congress expressed the view
t.hab 1n differmt dountries, tha atmgglo fbr tha astablistment of the
_dictator#xip of ‘the proletariat vas :oas;;!.ng thmugh different stages
and thet the workers of the colonial and eeni-oolonisl countries had
only mms- Bt the émms vas not specific Wich were the colonial
oountriea and aai-oolonial cmntrias. Howaver, for cenmries Latin o
America was under the yoke of hper:laum.

(New mk, 1945), 105.
§ Toid., pp. 1254,

4 Leon Trotsly, - &;ﬁrzmxm.z.mmmmg



In thevua,pogu on the torld | Foonomio orisis ..and thb New tdsk; of
the Gmiet”lntamatiénalﬂ of the Third torld Congress (J!m'o 282 -

’ July 12, 1021) 4t vas adznitted t.hat iblloﬁng the exit of mglmd there
was Do competi'bor to tha ameriean hperialm in Latin Marioa. Again
it vas emphasized that capi.talim had acored great cﬁnquests during the
earlier seven years in the oolonial and emi-eolonial oonnt.riea. | 1%
indicated that Latin nerica had been conaidered by Comintem a part of
either the vooloni_al or semi-colonial countries. The Report pointed ocut
 that the Comintern had been vatehing the proces of replacenent of
British inpeﬂalim by the American anerialim in the !'381011 ‘.

In the proceedings of the Fonrm torld Congress of the Gmintem
(liovember 7 = . Degamber 3, 1922) there was no specific mention of Latin
Anerica. Bven at the Firth world Congress of the Gomintern (Jnne W -
July 8, 1924) m tbaa Executive Cormittse Report thers vas not a =ingle
* word sbout Latin america. Hr ‘olfo; a delogate from Merloo, at tho tine
© of the discussion of the Fxecutive Cormittes Report complainad: “Gomrade
Zin’ovisv in hisg repﬁrt on the &marieaﬁ party ennounced 1ts struggle
‘aguinst tha mperialim of the United States iu the Fhilippines, but
made no mention af that eount.ry in La.ti.n America®. T In the Twenty-First
. gesslon of the Qongress during a discussion ap "Rational and Oclonial |
Question® Mr I.H. Ry declered that it vas the duty of the Intemationsl
to support tha'ravomtioﬁary‘mvaimt in the colonies and in i_:ackmrd '
countries as in fhhé.absance af developed capitalimn there were no

6 Ibidcp P 1980

7 JFifth Congress of t.h by Report of
Egsﬂesﬂhﬂﬁ.&&%m Ew%%i London, Beds), p. 20
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revolutionary rroletariat in these cunntries. : vai«oua:ly his raferenee 7

to backward countries included Latin Americen countries also. He -
continued that the workers and poasants of these mntries ahculd be
oducated for conducting struggle against the bourgeos.s democratie |
tendencles within their respective natinnantias. He devided t.ha uﬁmial -
countries into threes _ _
(1) Gmmtries vhers faudallam was st.ill the dominant fom; ,
(2) ‘Semi-Golonlgl countries havlng the semblance of a -
. national state, btut daminated finsnoislly and uilitarﬂy
by lmperialist countries; B

(8) Rure colonles completely dominated by hperialiu.g,
In the second eategory, for e.g., he had mentloned spooiﬂcally Pm:le.
China ete. But it could be assumed that from his description almost ell
Latin American oountries were also included 4n thé am& gﬁaap.' ' ,
" At the Sixth vorld Congress held from July 15 to September 1, 1928,
‘the Comintern chose %o fbém its ‘m@m squarely on Latin smerioa.
The Congress viewed that the first hnperialist wrld var (1914-1918)
vas the eault of the 1mperialiat stmggle among the largast. eapitalist
states for the rediatrih:tion of the globe "But the var d:ool: the ﬁblo
'syatem of capitalism and atarted a general orisis. in it, Amrdingvto
the Congress qontradiotions of capitanan had been developing on & nev
postevar basls, and tha_ ﬁi'_at.-hbrld War and the October Revqlﬁti.onv haﬂ -
gplit the world econcmy into two mndmmtaily l_:bpt.ne camps --_.tho eamp
of the inperialist ststes and the cmp of the dictatorsaip of the
proletariat in the USSR, Purther 1t vas viewed that s the inherent -

' 8 Ib’-d_o' pd 1980
8 Ihid. |

in 3928 Pt So38 40). Indi“m w:zzaim.;! mu, ;p%.g ths m W



—7-

.
‘aﬁtamiana vithin the oapit.ali_et sector of world econcmy was groving,
similtaneously the antagoniens between the inperialist home countries and
the mi—oolonial ouuntriea wore also groving, As an example the Congress
pointed outs - ' . Yoo

The growth of tendencles directed against the poverful

imperialim of the United States in the Latin Aserican

. countries threatens to undemine the expansion of North

Amorican capital. (11)
It again stated that bacmse of the rising for. the atmggle of va.st masses
in the eoloniel countries, the action of tho revolutionary proletariat in |
tho iuperialist home eount.riea, and the antagoniau end oonfliots betvesn
tho imperialist states, the systen of world imperislimm would ultimately
collapse. Thus the ﬁomintem beli.sved that the nassas of the colonial and |
seni~colonisl countries had teken to the fleld of the intemational
_stmggie after the 'ﬁrat._ World Wer. | .

" The bosition_ of I.af.in America in the meQmatiunﬂ. proletérian‘
revolutionary processes had been desaribed by the Gongress in its programme
"fhe perfod of transition from cspitalim to socialism and the dlctatorship
of the proletariat®. It stated that the colonisl and semi-colonial sountries
1ike Ghina, Indla eto, and the dependent countries like Argentina, Erasil
oto. were only in the egrl.y stage of the-capitaliat do;;lommt snd only in
some cases there were considerably developed industry. Here the temm
"semi~colonial® vas extended to include the so-called dependent countries
of which Latin American countries vere also oited as mlés. In the
najority of those mt.rloa conditions did not favour mdepmdent qoéioliat.
construstion beomse of the existence of feudal medieval relaticnship,

latifundle, and forelgn imperialistic exploitation. In the programme it

| 11 Ibidog Pe 18,
12 Ihid., p. 4.
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o _ :
, | was stateds
| ...1n the najority of cases maﬁequate for Mdepwdent socigliat
congtruction, with feudal medieval relationships, or ®Asiatic
mode of profuction® relationships prevalling in thelr eooncmies |

and in their politiecal super structures; and in vhich the
pringipal Industrial, commercial and banking enterprises, the

prineipal means of transport, the large landed estates (1auﬁmdia),
plantations ete. are concentrated in the hands of foreiem
imperialist groups. (13)

Thus the Gmintem considered the Latin American countries as a whole not
matured for independent soclalist construotion even though the continent
was cohaidered as a part of the international struggle. Here the prineipal
task was on the one hand to organize etruggle against feudalism and

_ pi-e-capitalist forms of exploitat.ion; besides developing peasant agrarien
'r'evolution. On the other hand it was necsssary to direct that struggle _
also against forelgn imperialiem with a view to achisve national liberation
and the establistment of the diﬁhatorship of the ‘pmletariat‘ Toa
‘majority of these oduntries a direct support from other countries, where

proletarian dict:wrahip establighed, was neoessary for the auccess of
1 .
the revolut.icn.

In a thesis — "Revolutionary Movement in the colonies and semi-
qolonieaf' 7--' adoptadz ty the sixth congrasa, the Qomintermn deacribed
Latin American position in world rewolutionary nomént aptly. Latin america
vas inclnded in the 1ist of "oolenial® end semi-colantald oountriaa.ﬁ
The thesis stressed the point that the groving ecchomic end militery

13 Ibid., Pp. 44-45
14 I‘bid-, Pe 48,

16 The other countries included in the 1ist were India, China, Indonesia,
North Africs and Syria.

%m& mmm
inn edition, pp. 1-6. .
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‘expanabﬁ of North mei'ioan ‘iméerianm in Lat.in Amerioan mt‘ries vas
: tranafoming the cuntinmt into an important meetmg place of the
| amtagon:lms of}thevuhol_a mperianst. colonial gyatem. The inﬂnenoa of
Great Britéin; was very declsive there before the First World War, vhich
reduced meny oi‘ the countries to the position of sani—dolmiéé.w ‘Bab
after the var the United States Teplaced Grest Britain resulting in
greater depmdmce of the oomtxdes on the United St.ates. : Even tbongh
.1n 1ts earliet pmnmcssamta t!ze Gonintern aid not daﬁne clearly t.hé
tams “golonial® end 'gsmi—wlonial*, in the nev thaa;is it _waa clear,’ly}
.gtated that ﬁost of the mﬁ:ﬁes of I.atiﬁ' Merica vere é@i-}eolcnies |
and st vtha same time dependenciss, This observation of the -mtem'-az p
the time of the sixth vorld cmgresn aho\ss thab Latin america was. in
the early stages of revolutionary process. , )

At the ti;)e of the Seventh torld Gongress 4n 1935, the situation of.
Latin merica had slresdy changed. Nestem and Pasolen had its effect
in Latin inerfes also ot that time, So the Gomintern osnfined itsal? in
ehaiking out the Mica' of the Gommuniat paﬁies"'of this area %o rasit__b
the Fassist movemmt. o | - o

During the early years of its exietenc@, the Soviet Uni.on vas too -
‘uey with other prassing matters to think or da raueh abaut Labin Merica. ‘
Inmportant Smriet taetioa in this area wera, for a 1ong ﬁm. mtmlling
and directing the\local Gomzmunist parties mich conqidemd Hoacow as the _
centre of commmnisa, Before Vorld War IT Latin smerioa vas enly a
seoendary thestre to Soviet Union in its forelgn relations, Gven in the -
great ‘Soviet mcycbpaadia' (1827) one finds mere 150 uords about Boliver,

16 4., p. 6.
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And thm vas anly one solitary artiole on a Latin mnorim thene m the
ofﬁ.cial 1151; of all historiual Miea undertaken in the Soviet Union
" batween 1917 and 1942.%7 Lenin had deslared that the Scuth American
republics, especially Argentma, were no more than neo-oulonies, toohnicany
independent, but euonduiodlly bound fast to Britain.m In this statenent
. there vas no ment.ion about the Amuicw Mperialim vhich was becoming
more powerful one 1n that regien. ,
‘Hovever Lenin's objeotives and ideas on Latin imerica from the begiming
vere vague. There wns ho single stratezy but different strategles adopted
by the Kremlin at Adifferent ‘b#nés on Latin Amerled acoording to theéxléencied
 of the situation, By 1943 four major stages of 1t hed oocured. The first
stage extended from the fomding of ‘bhe Comintern to Lenin's death 1n Jannarr
1024, Tis weg the 9ar1y pariod of Gomintern's strategy in Latin imerica.
“The second covering the events from the death of Lenin to approximately 1929,
This vas the period during vhich the Camintern and the parties affilated to
1t weTe being ?Bdlfshévu;ed'. : ’l‘he third stage extended to 1935, the yeai' in |
“vhich the seventh end last Congress of th; Gomintern was held. This vas known
as the extrcnlst per!.od The fbtu'th stage, from the Seventh cmintem
Congress um.o the .disaolutm of the Comintem in 1945. wag known as the-
Populer Front Feriod. These four stages in the development of Soviat R:li.qy in .

-Latin Aaerica w111 be considered in the folloving seotions,

17 Stephen climld, *The Soviet Union and latin America®, in Glandio Velis
(ed.), mwmmw (New York, 1968), p. 448,

18 V.I. Lenin,
p. 78 (&gl edition). m Higheat Stage of Mﬂ (Moscow, 1934),
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ESTABLISHMEIT OF GOMMINIST PARTIES
IV LATIV AMERIGA, 1919-1924.

In the early p&iod of its existence the écgl@:terp éabmontad‘ a
gwuinely co~operative afibrt by all Gmiae parties for a wrld '
ravolntion.- But in Latin Aﬁerib# in thé beginnihg of this period there "
vere only Socialist parties and Sooialist groups. So the px-imary task R
of the Gmintem was to bri.ng 1nto existence commnist parties 1n Latin -
American countries o0 pursue S.ts goals. By dcmmlly ,sxgloiting the
extsting discontent auong the pecple of the continent it soved e ssed. |
' of the Commmist movenent there. The situation that extated in Latin -
| America vas such thet even st the and of the n&nﬁemth century, deapi.te
‘political independence, the old soolsl aystem vas onn_t.inning fnell
the eounme; of this continent, It begen to chan@ only by mumg
‘of the present century. v As a result a dual form of soolety came i.uf.o
exigtence —- one traditional and agrarian and the other modam, urban, |
industrialised and aggressive, Inevitably, the region beoame the scmo
‘of two éimltaneons revolutionsg = indnatrial and sooial N It gava vey
to wida-apread hoatﬁit,y to traditional approach- and there was a gmwlng
| demand among the people for an inpmvmunt in their standard of nving
!hia gave birt.h to a grovlng disoontent among the pwple

1 Joseph Maler end Richard W. Weatherhead (e&.) _&g_t_i_.gg of gggg
in jatin merigs (New York, 1964), p. 4-5.

2 Pederico G, 611, "Commmisn in Latin America®, in Dan N. Jaoobs (ed.), :
The Rey Communismg (zm York, 1969). Pe 184- 8



 In 1919 Michael Borodin, the First Soviet enlseary to Lstin Anerics,

: rgachiad Mexlco, He was a ihzaeian vho lived for a rumber éf years in

f ‘the United States. According to M.N. Ray, Borodin *had come to the New
vorld as the first emissary éf the newly founded Cammnist Interna‘bio!_xal’.a
Mexico, to & certain extent, appeared to be the most mitab_le oentre for
éomnist ekpansicn throughout Latin mnerica, because the politieal
meology prgvalent there was considered more or less related to comminism |
or at least to st:naiaaliam.4 On the basls of its own political ideology,
Mexico had undergons a revolution which had begin in 1910. Following a
bitter olvil var it was able to smash the pover of the feudal landeowners
and of the church in favour of the Indian peasantry. Bat the attitude

of tixg Mexiaan rrevolnt..icnarias towards Soviet Russla was rather gubivalent.
thile some of them expressed great enthuslasm about the néw Soviet
experiment others were alraady disillusioned ty 1t.5 By the time the
Russion mists began sending their propagandists And their agents to
the country, the Mexican Revolutionists were able to equal or even to
better thenm, 'I‘hey_hgd already ea;'ried out programmes like agrarian reform,
nationslisation of industry and soslsl security under their own momentun
evgn though ﬁaieir‘ra\rolntiun grev qut of snarcho-gyndicalisnm rathai' then
from Marxiem,

3 M.R. Roy, Memoirs (Bombay, 1964), p. 194.

4 J.H., *Communist Strategy in Latin America®, The iorld ,'xggg
(Londan), wol, 4, June 1948, p. 288, ’

5 Ibido

8 s. WYatter waahington, "Maxican Raaiamce to cormunim' &&& &ﬁé
(naﬁ York)’ vol. 36’ prﬂ 19&, p. 504,
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. Borodin tried nﬁmccésaﬂilly to finance commuinist oboratima in the
Ea{x__:_ E!drl& with aﬁngglad- arown Jewels.? He got in touch vith the young
Indian nationslist, M.H. Ry, vhom he canverted to Marism, Through Roy,
Borodin waa able to meet President Venustisno Carranxa and the Furaim

';mniatar of Haxico. 'l'o then, aceordmg to an, he had ennounced that the
.neu regimo in Rnasia was very much sympathcﬁo tovards the stmggle of the
Latin Ameriean peoplos againat inperialimm and was eager to help them in
avery possible manner,  For that a Latin Anerican Buresa of the Commnist
.!ntamational s!muld be egtablished in Mexioo and the congent of the Prea:ldent ,
or tho Bamblic was nsedad t‘or 13.8 The offor was receivad coolly because

'the Mexiomn Govermuent thought that the esteblishment of a Latin fmericsn
‘Bnrcan of the Gcnintarn in the otmntry would give opportunity to the Russians
'to create organized munm mOvement among the people. But the Foreign
,m.uiuter granted the f’aoﬂﬂy for Bamdin to contact tho Weat mropssn

;Bureau of the Gmintem in Halland. Borodin soon returned to Mosaow and

he was unt to China for playing an Mponant role in mﬂding up tho ocmnunist
‘mmnt tharo. | ,

It vas M.B, Roy vho established the cammnist Party of Hextoo, It vas
“tbe resnlt ofa rs.valry between the non-mxicans. Linn Galo- a radical
oammist rmn USA -~ and ROy« Both of then had unmcaaamlly tried to take
over tho tiny Hemi.oan Socialist Party. But they vere mclled fron that party
aoonafter their sdnission to it, FPollowing this expalsion. each of them had

7 Borodin's u:tsamn wvas Lo smuggle a quentity of Russien crov.n jewela vhioh
were to be s0ld for covering the expenses of the Soviet Commeroial
;-"Misaion in the United States ond the rest to finance the Gamrminist
mavaneﬂt 1.‘n the Bew 'a'orld. . 360 H.N. aoy, N 8, p. 199, -

B Ibido, po 2&.
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~ converted his faotion into a “Cammnist Party", Both Partles sought

affilistion with Gomintermn. But only the party led by Roy gob recognition

fron the Gomintern in 1920, Since then it bocame the officisl Mexican

| Gomunist Party, But the first Commmiot Party of Latin Amerloa was

given birtix by Argentina, There the first communist ofganiﬁétim was

conatituted on Jemuary 5 and 6 of 1918 in o congress under the chelmanship

of Jose F, Penelcn.io A Chilesn cmunist. called Inis E, Recabarren,

‘who vas said to be Lenin's right hand man in Letin Amerles, also attended |

‘the Congress. Tais organization vas named the Internatiomal Soolalist

Party. This new perty had weloomad the mccessful revolution in Risola

énd desoribed the revolutionaries aa the *heroic vanguard of 'mﬁemﬁﬁmal _

Scoialism".n ‘It supported the Italian Soclalist Party in the founding

oongress of the Comintern. In Decamber 1920 according to the instructioms

.’ of the Camintern it changed it.s‘nama as the Communist Party of Argentina,
After the formation of the Commmnlst Party of Maxheo with the

Ruscian encourngement, Roy left for Hoscou, together vith Gl_larles Phlllips,

an American cammnist for presenting the declaration at the Se&on&

Comintermn cmgresa.lg After the Second Cemintern Gongress Falllips retumed

to vork in Hexiso for some time, He was joined by two Comintern delegates ==

the veteran Japanese eomnnist, Sen Rataycma, and _a‘ymmg Italian-Anerisan,

tals Fraina. Without achleving mich Kateyana left Hexico after a few months

9 Rollte E. Poppino, Intemation in latin pmericas 4 History
of the povenent 1947-1963 (iendon, 1964), p. 59. =4

10 Selvador De Madariaga, latin imericn Between the Essle Bgar
(New York, 1962), p. 140. | & M,m

11 Poppino, n. 9, p. 59.
12 Roy, n. 3, pp. 216-228.
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and Fraina retumed to the ﬂnited States.

In the Second Comintern Congress of 1920 anly onle country from Latin
Amerlca - Mexico - was :epreaenteﬂ by three delegates.“ The Second
Congreas was convened at ihe time ﬁ:@ the aﬁéotad Bropean revolution

failed to take place. And the only commnist regine to win pover outside
&msia headed by Belakun in Hungary (Maroh-mgust 1919) had been overthrown.
This had brought about a discernible ohenge in the attitude of the Gongress
' toverds the questica of building the cowmnist movement and it esphasised
~ the need for' better d'iaaipnnev- and a fim cmtral leadership., The twenty one
wnditiona for admission to the intem;ticnal vare mtmduced in this
’Gongreaa.is This gave rise w mtroversiea aud expuleions in the Scolallst
‘Parties of the world. In Latin Amari.ca also its teptrmsaima veTe apparent.
Only such Sociallst vPartiea which wore ready Lo accepl these mditima
~ were able to get the recognition of the Comdntern, ﬁ\ese oconditions paved
the vey for a rigld omtrel leadership, The bw mbsequent Contntern
; Gongresses held in 1921 end 1922 further tightened the disalpline ult«hin
' the Gommnist mmmt. ) |
 Within the mit of the tventy one conditions, during 192182
* Gommnist Parties were fomed in Uruguey, Chils and Brazil. In Uruguey the
' Gomminist Party vas fomed folloving a split in the soolallst ranke after
_the Russian Rewvolution. Before the '¥orld Var 1 soclalim and trade union

- 18 8tephm Glisaold (eds), Joviet Latin & gg, Jai8.
A Dogumentary Survey (Lendom, 1970), pe 5'-"2 =

16 m:;‘w. Hulse, m_x- Forning bf the Gemmontst Intemetionsl (Stanford, 1964),
Pe . .

15 conditiona (twwty one) of a&niasion to the Communist mtarnational wvere
appraved by the Second Gongress of the Camintern (August 6, 1920).

See Sidney Hook (ed. &;-_l_q w_i_g &mﬁm Makerial
,(l?!:v Yorkdf 1328)} ppz’ 56-4 ' M =



_.,17..

) homa:t hed faken root among the urban ﬁorking class of Uruguey. Its people
vere horg alert than Mexloans about the events toking place outside the
henisphers, Utuguay had been enjoying political stability under representative
govémmté. Most of the Urugaan socialists were sympathetio to the
Bolaheﬂk endeavour to build a nev kind of sochitical;_order 4n the
Soviet Union after 1917, There were many soclalists who identified theuselves
‘uith‘the_ Russian experinent. They began to urge for the é,fﬁliatm- of
© their Party with the Comintern. This led to & debate within the Party which
lasted two years. In 1919 pro-Soviet denands were mostly in the naritine
unions, led by Migenio Gomes. In September-October 1920 the Soclalist Party
had a private moeting in vhich three quartera of the members had expressed
their wﬂlingneéa to Join the International. But the main obstacle was
Lenin's "twenty one conditions® for membership of é foreign communist party
in the Comintem, The top leaders of the party were not willing to a,eoépt
these conditions. In 1821 in the first Uruguayan commnist daily newspaper,
#Justiola®, Gomes argued for the affiliation of the party with the Gamintern.
At last in the anmal convention of the Party which was held in April 1921,
overihelming majority of the delegates led by Gomez voted in favour of the
affiliation of the party with the Camintern and o adopt the name Commntst
Party ?r Umgnai'; Then the party oelabram Ootober 8, 1920 as its

foundation day. .
 In.Chile the conmumnist novement vas a produot of the naticn's own
political and ecnomic heritage. It vas led bty the Chileans themselves, 8o
in this sense it was nationalist in origin, The Labour movement of Chile was

16 Marvin Aldsky, Jrugugys 4 Qontemporary gurvey (New York, 1968), p. €1.
17 Poppino, n. 9, p. 65,
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vell organized, large, highly self-conscious and politically alert. lals
Recabarren, a revalntionary and the leadar of Ghﬁ.e'a extreanist groups in the
north, became the founder of the mﬂean m:mist Paxrty. 1 At the meeting
of the International Socialist Birem in Brussels in early 1908, Recsbarren
had direct contact with Lenin. 4 soclalist workers mrw" of mx,ne had been
founded in 1912 by Recabarren. This party was well established having
branches in most part of tho country. Imediately after the founding of the
 Gommunist International in 1919, the Chilean Soclallst Workers Party sought
to Join it, as they were attracted by the programe of the Comintorn
Recabarren proposed to his colleagues that the parf.y should be affiliated
vith the Gomintern. But same of the other leaders were not ready for it.

In e party's oonvention at Rencagua in December 1921 the proposal vas
repojataed and alccépted'nn_aninmsly.m m Jauary 1, 1922 1t fdmail‘y addpted
the name, the Conmmist Party of Chile and became the Ghilean section of the
_cmintern.ao' This was the only Soclalist Party vithout any split vhich
beeame the part of international omnmuniat movement in Latin America.

' In Brasil, it was anarchigm, end not sooialism. vhich caused the
commmnist movement. In 1918 the anarchist agitators who had already pmetrated
‘trade unions and vorkars assooiations founded in Forto Alegra a gmall
Maximalist Union, The orgsnization established aoi_xtaat vith the commmist
groups in Montevideo and éuenon Mres. It received enough propagenda from
these sources as éel‘.,l a8 direoctly frm !&oéeéu. Qotavio Brandeo, a former
anarchist, converted and started the formation of small Gammnist groups in

18 8. Cole Blaster, “Chiles A Gommmist Battle Ground®, Fol gg@ gg@g_g
Sarterly (New York), vol, 65, pp. 354-56,

19 Poppino, n. 9, p. 68,
20 Blasier, n, 18, p. 356.



s

larger cities and tomaf ~ In the national capita]élm ﬂombgr ?,31921 '
"a communist group of twelve nembers was founded, _Bnt the Comunist Party
of Brasil vas formally organized st the ﬁrst party congress, held in

Rio de Janeiro and Niterol on March 25-27 of 1922. Comintem hed sent e
;measage of greetings vhioh vwas read to the delegates.ez

During the flrst few years as the Comintern was presided over by

Russians a;ad Biropesns whe vere primarily concerned vith Soviet problems
and the prospeots for communist expansion in other western capitalist
eountries, Latin smericen parties werc given very little practical and
-1declogical ‘iguidanee. ' The Comintern officlals for a long time regarded this
_région stmply as enother "qolonial® ai'ea 1ike Ghina and mdia. The Soviet
~ leaders initlally did not forae their vievs on the young Latin Americsn

- partiea. It vas also not necessar,r bam;e all these parties looked to -

Mogeow as the commnist aecca. They ragarded tho head of the omunist
party of the Soviet Union as the only amthentic interpreter of Marxist
dostrine. Even before the strugele for Soviet leadership broke cut openly
in the 1920’3, latin Amerioan parties used to follow the 1ine of the
dominent faction in the Soviet Communist Party. And they used to look upon
" the Gomintem as the final arbiter in ideological end other disputes within
'their organlzations.
By 1922 Alfred Stirmer, e, Swigs, had beea placed mdxarge of Latin

American affairs at ca;nintem headquart.ers. 'mg Gmintam repmmtatives
8t first used the Hexloan Commmist Party as an instrvment in promoting
the cmnniat'movemm;h' in 6£her parts of Central America and the Caribbean,

21 Poppino, n. 8, PP. 70—71.
22 Ibid.
- 28 , I,bidcly Pe 1550
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| *ﬁme. theﬂexican Corsmnist Party took the responsibility for orga;aising the
matmalan Commanist Party uhich in turn organised the Gommnd st Party in
El Salvador, Bnt in lsiexiao the communists made 1ittle progress. Haxico
preferred to carry cut its revalution in 1ts o vays As a result the
do:aintern besame hostile to Mexican revolutionary leaders and 1t deslared
that 1t was the duty of the Mexlean Communist Party to destroy the 1llusians
of the mass sbout the aot.ivitias of the Mexican govemmb.m :
Further, the Conintern attmpted to give the tacstios to be fonnwed by
the Mexlaan Communist Party in detall, n parliammtary and mvnlntionaxy
tactics the Comintern had written a lotter to Mexioan Gmmist Party on
Agust 21, 1923.25 In 11». the doolsiona of the Second Congress of the
' commnist Intematimal regarding parlianestarien vas stated, Plrst of all
the party was to mske comeorete plang for parliamentary aotivity vhich was
to be criented mre‘tow__ardé caéx?ing cn the simggie’agamst tvh_evb_mrgeoi_s
aysten than in bringing sbout refoms within that system. It vas stated
ihat the aim of the working glaas' vas to cmash the ingtitution of paz;iigm_xt
~and to establish pfclatarian organs of pover. Then 1§ stvésséd the
~ significange of the nationalist end revolntionax'y struggle for freedom in
the central American countries. A wam:lng vas given in the letter abmt the
stronger impariall.at tendenay of the U.S.As towards the south than ever
before because the purchaging pouei- of Birope waé dvindling ‘;t thet time
while imeriocan proadcta waré coning more and more in latin fmeries. ‘fhs
lotter atresead that the Dali.tioal attitude of the United States tovarda the
aount.riea of the south vas detamined by f.he oapitalista of Horbh Amerlaa '

24 - Intemationsl Press Gorrespondence (Berlin), Fo. 78, November 8, 1928, p. 1465,
25 US, House of mmaenmms, cmmm.ee ot Un-American Aotlvitﬁs. The -
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and the backward economic .and sooial development of the countries of
latin America. | |
~ The Comintern wrote about‘ the backward eoccnomic end social daw}elommt
| of the latin Americm countries beczuse in this period the old atyle
colénial exploitation of four centuries vas only @ing to an end and in
one form or énot.her the old politieal, sociel end aulturel forms were
existing in these countries, The greaf; digparities in wealth, rasial
differences and hebits of dictatorship were continuing, The economy of
Latin fmorican countries were predominently agrimltursl, Agriculture
was mosily .based on big estates. S0 the important soctal pmblaﬁ wag
the peagant’s need for land. Bub thess poor pecple wers not capable in
ac!!ieving théh? ends. The f.:oat war populaticn exploalon sng the very low
ineame of the rural workers were other important characteristics of
this backg&rdneas., In view of such conditions ﬁw_daveiopmmt in sooial
and economia field of Latin American countries was very slows In the o
letter vhich Camintern had written to the Mextcan Gommuniat Party on M,gust.
21, 1925 it vas agaj.n stated that the revolutionary movement of Mexiao
hed been guppressed by the egents of the local as well es mmericn
govemmts.m, But under the presmre of ovents the Mexicap Gommandst Party
fé.iled to pﬁt into practlce all these directions givm by the Comintern,
~ In tho meantine Hoscow hed been trylng through lts mission in Gemmany
for the sstablisment of diplomstio relations with the Mexican Govermment.
Talks vere started even in the sumer of 1923 in Berlin botwesn tho Soviet
- gnd Maxican. Ambagsadors in Gormany = N.i, Krestingky and del Gastillo
respeotively.m General Alvaro Obregon, Fresident of lexleo, propogsed that

26 Toid, S
27 B. Ponomargov, A. Gromyko and V. Khvostov (eds.), History of Joviet Foreim .
Poligy, 1017-1945 (Moscow, 1969), Transs David Skvirsky, pp. 22820, <;6“f‘li’ Cas
8
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there should take place the exchange of trads missions as a firat step tovards
diplomatic rslntians.ea On October 18, 1928 Krestinsky forwarded thia proposal

to tha_Peoplé's Commisgsarit for Poreign Affairs. The Soviet Govatnmanﬁ replied:‘_,
that as there was 5o reci?rﬁaa!,nwmerial slatms exlating betveen the countries,
there vas a possibili.ty of the me_ua_l of_mlatiqns on the solé econdition of
mitual "da jure® recognitiun.zg It stated that it uas‘bettér to-settieCall

issues through normel ;;iplmaﬁc dxém\els‘aﬁ;er exchanging mvﬁy's. Bat Luﬁ-n's
death in Jaruary 1024 injected into the situstion some uncerteinty and with it

the tirst period in Soviet relations with latin Emericé camo to = end,

| " Thus In this periqd goviet Union begén'to help in establishing'caﬁmuniat
parties in ail the Latin meriean countiies as thai were ﬁhé inétruments»

through which the communist novément.acught ta.estSbliéh its power throughout

" the worlde The Comintern was usac_! nerely as an agent &y .Soviet Unieii for this
puspose. The directiven of the Conintern to the Kexican Communigt Party showed
that it was enoturaging the loesl Communigts of Latin jaerica to n&iliaé the |
fanti-inperialistic® attitude of the peoplo of tho fegiaﬁ for ito propagénda
pnrpoae;; “So also the Comintern had bsgn atlacking during this_perioa the

 United Statss i&vaatménta in the econémic fleld of the countries of this continent.
fhe'ecqnamic and soclal backvarfness of Latda merica facllltated to some
extent the grbuth of Cemmnist 1n£1ﬁenee £meng the pebple especially the |

lovar clanses.

28 Ib’-dc’ po 2&0
29 Ibld.
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THE BOLSHEVIZATION PRRIOD, 1024-1929

| Between 1924-1920, as elsevhere, in Latin Americs too factional
~ struggles began to crop up within 'ccmmmtst Partles. Of the two importent
reasons, the first \éa‘a" peraonal rivalries éméng the leaders of thase
- M1at .gmups, The other was the éffect of the power struggle then
taking plase within the Commnist Party of the Soviet Dnion iteclf, 4s o
rosult of the struggle, first againat Troteky, then against Zinovlev and
. Bukharin, Stalin gradually msondated his peraonal dlotatorship in the
Soviet Union. Gmaequmtly, by 1929 ‘the depend_ence of intemational
commnien on the Soviet Unim besane more explicit. Simltanecusly free
public discussions of the Comintern poliq elso began to vanish. The Sixth
| World Gongress in 1928 was the last in which differing views were expressed.
In Letin fmerica the commniat leaders had taken the side of one
Musslan faotien or the other. Efforts to develop Trotekylm n Chile and
Guba were ghort-lived. The Right opposition led by Bukharin in Russia had
| 114816 effoct ‘on latin imerica, However, by and large, the commnist
v- aoctivities ha:; been leas mspicuma there mainly due to the absence of
sentralisation on a oqntmantal"aoale..' In faot the connection efrtha
| Gcmmmisﬁ Parties thére with the Comintern was 'piacbicsliy nil at ihe
begﬁming of this period. meré_ vas ‘also lack of organié discipline in these
Parties. At the Fifth vorld Gengress of the Gomintemn Zinoviev gald that
the Comintern had no adewatse information ooncemlng the politiaal and aooial

1
" movement of Chile. The abaence of the Commnist Spanish Press Service added

1 Bertran G. 1-.'01!0, "The Struggle Agamat Inperialign in Latin America®,
International Press W (v.‘..enna), vol. 4, Fo. 48, 24 July 1924, pe4
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to the diffieulty in language to work in Latin America by the Cominters
agents. | | | \\
~The ultimate alm of the Soviets in Latin imerica was the establishment

of the distatorship of the proletariat. But the immediate objectives

the Soviets had set before themselves in this period in the region vers
the "Bolshevization® measuires, fight against American imperialism, end

| the penetration of the communists into the trade tmion end peasamnt

movements. In the Fifth World Gongress of the Comintern, held between

June 17 and July 8, 1924, special enphesis vas given to the Bolshevization

_ of the Commmist Parties, vhich meant the re-organisation of the

commmiat Parties of the_ world in accordsnce with thg political and

organisational lines of the Russian Communist Party. It may be noted

that during this time the Communist Partles all over the world were

being formed only in skoleton fom. m the oircumatances the Soviet aim

vas to Bolshevize the_ae paﬁies for getting themselves preparad to

achieve the diotatorship of the proletariat, According to Zinoviev,

Bolshevization was not the mechanical transfer of the experience of

Russlan Bolshevian to the sit.nat;ion of other countries. For becoming

a Bolshevik firat of ell one had to adopt oneself to a particular

conéréte situation wvhere one should work before applying the teachings

of Marx and Lenin acgord.;.ng to the soclal, eeonanig and political enviromhmt

of a partioular country.

2 Jane Degras, The International ;g;g-gﬁ Mmﬂ_f‘g (London
1960), vol. I, 'gg.!!% ’

3 G. Zinoviev, "The Bolshevising of the Parties ot the Communist

International®, International Press Gorrespondenge (Viemna), vol. 5,
Ho. 7, January 22, 1925, p. 64.
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1o right against the US imperialim in Latin Mmerica, @ "snti-
Imperialist league® had beon fommed YWy the Commnist MMG of the Unlﬁm

| States and Mexico. This uas disclosed at the meeting of the executive

N - . M 4
of the cmintém ab its 14th session in Moscow (April 6, 1925), ‘The

poliey of the LSague was to support the growing natienalist revomtimary
n_xoment of the area, ospecially the lLatin ﬁmrice# countries againat
_amaricaix impérinlim and to prepare the trade unions ami peasant
organisations to utllise the movement to Tesist the Amerissn imperialism in
all its -fbm;. In tﬁe *Report on the Peasant mestim_l*‘v at the'mesﬁng'_
of the Executive of the Cammnist Intemational ab its ninth session in
april 2, 1025 1t exprossed the view that in the seni-colonisl eountries
‘Soviets had great mﬂnence upan the peasantry while in industrial |
‘mnf.ms 1% wie nu. “Therefore, the Gamintern vas confident in its
activities in the pessant mommt in Lattn tmerica.

For the dismsaiom of the trade union questim the Bxecutive Buresu
of tha Red Intemational ot Labour Uniam held soveral meotings since
: fnomber 15, 1827 vith trade ulon vepresemtatives from Gentral and
_‘-Sﬂuth mnarica vho attended the Tenth Amiversary of the October Revolution

-in Hosoov. Dalagates ﬁ'om Argmtina, Brazil, Columbia, Cubds, Mexloo,

Umgnay, Ghile and Eouador participated in them. The nnanimus deoiaion or
the meetingc aﬁopted on December 11 was to sst up a latin amerlcane‘i‘rade
Union Seoretariat to guide the trade union movement of the region.

wm Soxzespondence (ﬁm), vol. 5, To. 39, April 28,
192 s P» 513,

.6 WMW (Vienna), wl. 5, No. 85, April 20,
s Pe '

6 “Towards a Latin American TPrade Union Secretariats,

gorrespondenge (Vienna), wol. 7, No. 72, December 22. 19 58,
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. The methods which the Soviets adopted for achleving these objectives
in Latin imeriea in this perlod melnly were sgitation and propagands. The
@pcision of the Gomintem was that the broad netvork of the sections

of the Gomintern should be used for propagands of Marxiem and Leninim |
" gmong the party members as well as the masses outside the party. Tor
thia the central committee of evary section of the Comintern shonld first
of’a.ll drav up a tine table of extensive pmpaganda work and thm |
orgenisze, supervise, and control 11'..7 The commmigta'in Latin Amarica

" had to work dlieﬂy beneath the mirface, They mostly depended upon

: extro-legal nems for their voxk.a consequently, the agitational work
cuuld not progresa well at thig time, Even then revolts, like in Bolivia
in 1927 of the Indians and mall peasants badted by‘ the cmmmists, had
t.akeu plaae ‘ﬁxe landless peasants and plantat.mn slaves haﬂ participated
- 4n the remlt. But they were suppressed by the government every shere.
»'The' Bolim government stated that Soviet government and "!&oscéw gold”
 were responsible for the ravnlt_.g o |
m' the "Theges on the Tmediate Problems of the International .
 Gommnist Moveuent® adopted st the Sixth Session of the Erecitive Cammittee
of the Gommmist Intematlional (from February 17, to March 15, 1926),

1t vas sald that the existencs of an independent, Gommnist Party was the

7 "Revelutlon on the immediate Agitational and propaganda work of the Sactions
of Cominterns Adopted in the Agit prop Conference of the Mlarged
Bxecutive of the Communist Intemational®, Intemnational
&Mﬁ_ﬂ (Vimn&)’ wla 5’ Ho. 58’ July 25' 1925 Ps 804,

8 -Octavio Brandao, "Obstaoles io Cammunist Propaganda in Brasil®,

-...!».ma&__al Eross Correspondence (Viewa), wol. 6, Fo. 61, September 9,
.1926, p. 1046.

® A.8. (Lapaz), "After the Grushing of the Revolt in Bolivia®, Intemnat
Presg Corrvespondenge (Vienna), wol, 7, No, 55, September 29, 1927, p. 1226,
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tABG' of Marxiem and Leniniem amfl only under the bamner of the Commmist |
Party could the entire proletariat of the world be united, The task of

: the Gomuniat Parties wae “to penetrate still more into the every dey
struggle and n:a of the large masses of the ;uorkers" evexyvuhere, 0
becauss, vithout revolution it vas ‘inposéible to overthrow the bourgeoisgé_
 and freo the vorld fram the yoke of copttalism,

During the Boshevisation period Gommnist Parties vere formed in
Guatemala, El Saer, Cubs, Paraguey and Honduras snd the cscmmiat-
oriented groups vere anerging» in a majority of other Latin Amerlasn -
republics, In Guatemals, some time after the overthrow of the dlotator
 Estrada Gebrera in 1920, there emerged a Soolalist Leboar Unification
which was tlie earliest 'Qmist group there. The leédérs of this group
sought the help of the Mexican Commmnist Party in. 1928 for converting -
their orgenisation into a Commnist Party. The conversion was completed
in 1924 and it was recogzized by the Gom:l.nf.em in ‘the sane- yeé.r.n' In
1925 the first Communist group :Ln_.E'l Salvador emerged as a result of
the work of Commnist represaiiativaa from Omutemals and Mexico. The -
Salva&oran Cmmiat Party therefore dated 1its origin from 1925. mt it
hod been operating entirely under the cover of the 15):011:' movanmt and
international commnist-front organisations for several years. Only by »1
1930 or perhepa even earl}er_it started working vith the namé, the
Conmunist. Party of El Salvador.  There had besn varlous commnist groups
in Guba before the foratian of the Commmist Party in 1925, In Auguet |

10 In%ational Press Correspendencg (Vi.enna), vol. 6, Ho. 40, qu-s.s,
1926, pp, 618-22, o

| 11 Rollle E. Foppino 1;' 'tion. mm E_i.»ﬂm
of the Koyement, 19;;1-;9.@& donv s P 79. A

12 Ibid., pp. 79-80.
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1925 represaatatiéeé of these grdups formed themaélves into a gingle

. Gommunist Party following a series of meetings held in Haﬁané.m A
repreasntative of the Coumunist Party of Mexico, irique Flores Magon,

vho was gent by Comintern was present in the me*aﬁ;*lmgﬁ.l'4 The Paragusyan
Communiat Party was founded in 1928 end wes admitted into the Comintern

in the same year.ﬁ In 1920's itself a communist orgmization wes f‘mmded.
in Honduras also by Juan Psblo Vainwright. He worked in the commmist
movement in Guatemale and El Salvador, At that tims the central American
Communists were grouped into a single Party. Therefore Honduran
Gommmistes 41d not oreate & separate political apparatus. Only in 1929
they formed thelr own Hondursn Syndical ?edmtiom'.m Howaver, sll these
pértias were not strong enough o work according to the dircotives of

the Gomintern even though its influense hed a mejor parbl in their formation.
' The sixth Vorld Gongress of the Cammunist Miernational paid more

‘attention to latin America then the previous Congresses had done,” From
Latin America the representatives of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, GColunbia,
vcuba, Ecuador, Mexico, and Ur;zw partioiprated in.this Qongress, Bukharin

in his opening speech declared that %5outh Ameries 1s for the firat time
17

videly entering the orbit of influence of the Qammmuniat International...?

He sald that America was replacing British imperialism thers znd national

and agrarian revolutions promised to tum into soolal revolutions, The

-

18 fugh Thomas, Gubg of the Parmult of Freedom (Londem, 1971), pp. 576-7.

14 Ande's Suat'res, Cubgr Castroism and Communiam, 1959-1966
{Canbridgs, Massachusetts, 1967), p. 1. ' ‘

15 Foppino, m, 11, p. 82,
16 Ibidc, p. 84,

17 Stephen Glisaold (ed.), Soviet Relation h Latin America, 1918~
A oomentary Survey %iﬂmdun, 1870), p. 7%&“ ‘ 4368+
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1 Theses! adopted at the end of this Gongrass exhartsd the Latin Anarican
| Gcmmmists overy_vhere to step up aotivities agalnat *tha Londlord regima
and mperiaum*.and called upan them to aS~operate in this task with
the petty bourgeolsis, t.hou:gh they "may not under any ciroumstances
politically subordinate themsalves to their tamporary an!r'.m Thy
wers to demand out right expropriation of large eatates, q@ﬁsn&t@m )
of foreign end domestic capitalist enterprises, the repudistion ofﬁ
the :;auunal debt, satﬁe;- working mxﬁms m;- 1abour, the aming of
workers and pea.santa, the caixmsioxi of mgnlar amies into militlas,
and "the establislment qf the Soviet pover of the workers, 'peaaenté ' ‘
. ,aml. goldlers®s It was for the firet timo that ot ‘a Gomintern Congross
| dela.gate.s fron a large rmber of Latin ':s.meriéan Comnuniot l_'artios were

present,

A special I;atin imerican Seoretariat had been ’mam vithin the
Comintern in the 1925.19 It vas under the dreotion of o Sulas, Jules
Humbert-Droz. The chief latin fmerican metber of 1t was Victordo ;
codqvillavbf Argentina, Afteé t,héee Fears the Lﬁtix\ Anerlcan Secrotariat
a8 enlarged to include a Goribbeen Burem and o South Amcrieon Bx:rém,
gach vith hesdquarters | in the Vestorn Hemlsphora. Caribbesn hezdquarters
vas located in New York and 1t wns largely In the honds of the Gemmwnich
Party of the United States. The South Amerlesn Buremu was ostablished
in Buenog Alreé. |

By the u:ld 1920 two mes of ijntem agents were opam‘bing :ln

fatin Amer:lca. tne type of sgonta ware tmpcra:y visitors. They wrked

18 Ibid., pp. 77-78.
10 Poppino, n. 11, pp. 155-d.
20 Ibids, pp. 154-5,
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for resolving fastional disputes and to prepare the local party lesdership
for a sigxmcan{ 'sam in the intematioml Comnmist line, Hules
Hambert~Dros was ona of the imporbant persons of this kind. He travalled
widel.y in Brazil end :m parts of Spanish merica in 1928, His purposs
was to arrenge for the Latin American Gomrunist Gonferenca in Mon'béﬂdeo
: and Buenos Alres the followiug year. The other type of agant vas .the
adviger who used to reside in this reglon indeﬁnite]y. Sometimes he had
to beme an offielal or member of the local Gmmmm Party. Alfred
Stirner was one of . t.hoae whio served 1ike this in the Maxlaan Gommmiat
Party. He probably wvas also a representative of the Caribbean Burem
in the late 1020's. In Argentina, an Itallen, Viltorio Vidale, served and
he was knouix in Latin America es Carlos Gontreraa. Another Pole who uned
the name Abrd:tmn or Fablo Grobart vas responaible in organizing the -
communist undorgmmd uatlvities in Guba in 1827, _ |
Sven after Lenin's desth the Mexlom-Goviet endeavour to establish
'diplanatio relations contimeds In Febriary 1924 the Soviet He:d.oan talks
again opened 1n Derlin. In prinoiple, the qneation was settled by June.
And on August 4, 1924 the Mezican Ambagaador handed the Soviet Ambassador
in Berln & menorandm osteblishing diplomatio relations vith the USSR,
S.8. Pestkovsky was appointed as the first 8ovlétv&ubaseqdor in Hexim.
He preamted his oredentlials to the Mexican P,esident on Hovember 7 1924. :
At the cemom’ in which ‘he presented his eredmtiala, he sald that |
Soviet people had wery great interest in the snccess of the Mexlcan people
in their hmla st.mggle for indopendance dﬁ.ch had auakaned alncere and

21
profound sympathy in the minds of the Soviet workers and pegszmta. In the

21 B. E\mmaryov, A+ Gromyko and V. Khvostov (eds.), [Aistory of
m Joliay, ;_;1-& (Moscow, 1969), David Skvirsky (trans,), p. 229.
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 same month Hemioen Anbassador. Vadilho presented his eredentisls in Moscow.
The establiahnait of a legation in Me:doo oity vas oomsidered as a great
 sucgess for Soviet Foreign Poliqy in Latin America, It was a pr!.ma!y'
step for an extension of Soviet influence in the rest of the henisphere.
| Even though the establishment of the diplomatic relations with
' Mexico Opaled up fresh opportunities for Moscow in Latin Amerioa, a
complicated problem followed it. It was how to reconcile activities
for.tha develoment and smng'mgnxng of the friendly relations between
Soviet Union and l.atin American omntriea vith Comintern'a enoouragenmt
'and Adirectives of the enti-govermental actions in the reglon, In
G.V. Ghicherin's repor'.'- "Mexico as a baso for the extension of Soviet
,inﬂnmce“ to the third session of the GPSU Gmtral Mtivo Gmitteo, :
March 4, 1925, there was the indication of this dual tactics., He stateds
esoWe have micceeded in re-establishing diplamatic relationa, -
shich give us a political base in the new continent, with
the neighbour of the United States, Mexico. The Mexicen
Government is baged on the Right trade unions and the
radioal small bourgeoisie. ...Mexico gives us, thus, a
very oonvenient political base in smerica for the :
development of our further ties, (22) ‘
,Aa a reaotion of this statement Colles, who had sucoeeded Gbregon es =
© President of the Mexlesn Republic, reninded that the Soviet Goverment must
- not sbuse the diplmatic privileges granﬁed to it in Mexico for the

25 |
purposes of pmpagmda and politieal intrigue.

_ ﬁexleun irritation over Chicherin statement vas aggravated by the
United States! fealing that Mexico was beuuning a hot-bed of Bolaheﬂan.
, In a at.at-anmt on January 12. 1927 tba m:ited Statea‘ Seoretazy. F.P. Kellog, :

22 Gliaaold, .no 17. .p.. 87.
23 Dbid,, ps 4e
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made allegations to this effect. But Oalles, the Mexlosn President rebutted
1% by saying that Mexlean polieles vere entirely free frou the influence
of Soviet mion.zs. ‘This showe that the advent of Soviet w.aaién in Mexico
‘affected to a certaln extént negatively the Mexico's relations th
Washington. Because at thet time the UuS.Ae had not Yeb been decided to
| establish dipl@atio' relations ‘with Moscov,
Bat the oourse of Mexlcan-Soviet relations themselves were far from
" - smooth. Even before the arrival of Pestkofsky tn Hexioo, ‘ﬁoaabv had feﬁxsed
- to give permigsion to the most powerful Mexican 1abour leader Inis H..
Moronas, hoad of the "Confederaction Regional Obrera Meudcagg“ (cacM),
to visit the Sov‘.la'b Uniou while he was on a tour of mmpe. ~ This gotion
canged oonammme 1rr11:at.i.on in the minds of CROM, The Soviet legation
in Hoxigg soon became the ceritre for the most radical and mtbgovamental'
forces. Imadiately afber his arrival Pestkom began to urilige the
dally pz?eaa to attack the Mexican Reglonal Con‘federation of Labour (GRGH)
whose chief Inia He Moranes, was a member of Calles' Cabinet. Mexlcan
labour and peassnt lenders were sent off to Russia to be trained and Soviet
814 vas given to the striking railvay vorkers of the country. hen the
~ goviet rallvay workers in Hosoou domated so.ooo'vpem to thé strike fmnd,
" 1t oreated 1ll-feeling in Mexion authorities, Various front organisstions
"1ike *Priends of the Soviet Undco", The -meifmperialm League®, and the
branches of Red A&d and ‘IoungA Gmmiaﬁs vere lmnahed and flourighed. then
_ _Pest.kevkay a,llﬁvatadv tactlessly these kinds of extrdniat aotivities, CROM

2¢ Tbid.
25 Thid.
- 28 Ibid" P 5. ’

27 Graleton Beals, "Red Star South®, Gurrent m (Hev York), wl, XLIX,
' . ROQ 4’ Decenber 1958, Pe 28,
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decided to end the Soviet influence in its organisations. In a resolution
adopted at its seventh anmual convention on March 8, 1928 sbout Soviet
. intervention in lsbour disputes it stated that Russian diplomatic
 representative in Mexico ghould sbstain- éfgm lending moral and economio
_gupport to the so-called radical groups. Becanse those radicals wore
enenies 61‘&&9 Mexiosn Federation of Labour and of the Government. am
in a commnication to Pestkoveky frem the Central Committee of the
Mexican Federatlon of Labour directed by its seventh Congress on March 1926
1t vas stateds . |
" This Central Gommittee was ordered by the conventlon to .
infom you in your character as representative of Russia .
in Mexico that the Mexlsan labour movement represented by
- thig oonfederation maintains the principle that the workers
of each ocouniry must be organized 1n accordance with thelr
opinions and necessities and that no nation has the right
- to impose nor to lay down for another the dootrine uhiah
~met control its a.otivitiaa. (29)
Bythe end of 1926 Pestkovsky had been reealledanduaareplacadby
Mze aleksandra Kollantey who had teken a different line in her finctioning,
- She was a famous revolutionary of Tsarlst days.  Presenting her letter
- of eredeuce to President Galles on December 24, 1926 ghe salds "&m of the
most urgent. tasks of my mlaalm in Mexico is that of ﬂnding mesna to
promote ommergial activity betveen the United States of Mexico and the
‘Soviet Union®s = In g subsequent interview with the President Galles she
" also expressed the hope that very, soon the relations betwesn Soviet TUnlon

~-end Mexioo would become friendly.  Even though she followed a passive poliay

28 Glissold, n, 17, p. 87,

29 Toid, o

80 Beals, n. 27, p. 28.

31 Sec Gliasold, n. 17, pp. 87«88,

52 In a letter to Maksinm Litvinow, on Jamuary so, 1927, Vme xonanw uarated -
_about her mterview vith President Calles. See Ibid., P. 88,



- 559-

of non-interference, the Mexiosn officials acoused her of interferences
consamaxﬂ&, 1ittle progress had been made i.n thevra.‘tatton'e betveen the
two countries beesaiae. vhile at ths dffigial léveIA Mue Kollantay had given
assurances to improve relations with the goverrment of President Calles
| end his successor Enilio Fortes Gil and wif.h its chief labour organigation,
GROM, on the unofficlal level = ~ through the Mexlcsn Communist Party —
cmintem had been giving dimot!.ona for 1ts own uwnderground funotions,
For example uhen there was an endeavour to pmetrato amd control CROM or
' mperaedo 1%, _efrozﬁa vers made to secure its adheaian to Profintemn,

the Red Interational of Lebour Unions (RILD); but this attempt failed,
S0 a rival body -—-.*Ganfgdmoim $indical Unitaria de Mexico® (GSUM) —
vas lamched and encoursged the forces to overthrov the Galles Government.

83

- Before 1028 Cumintern had tried to infiltrate in Labour movements -
and intelleotnai circleé of the omntrieé of Latin mmerica, At a Profintemn
meeting, held in connection whth ‘he tenth annivarsw of the Rnseian _ |
" Revolution, late in 1927, the delegates stressed the need for a Latin
Anerican Cccmniat labour aonference.“ In the eane year there was an
announcmt, igsued from lMoscow, about a cnngreaa of the Latin American 55
Qonfaderation of Labour !Inions which was golng to meet at Hontevi.dao in 1029,
The announ_oanent oontained a wvaming that Latin American Commnists had
over estinated tholr strength, This was o cet back to the Latin imerican
communigts in their prmmfa revolutiomary struggles Thls warning indicated
'f.hat in this poriod Moscou was pretty snip about the inei‘fectiv@esa of the
' comunist groups of latin smerica. |

33 Ibld-, po 6.
54 Poppino, n. 11, p. 157,
85 louis B A@zﬂm m in Iatin /merics (Wew York, 1968)» P+ 20,
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" fven though the commnista falled to meke mech hesdwey in the fleld’

o lebour, they hed congiderablo following amang pessantry, especially in'
the states of Vera Cruz, frem vhere two peaasmt leadera - Mannel m.aa
.Ramirez end Urmlo Galvw - WEre mmbara of the Peasant Intamtional.
- Frem the lurango stete another pessent leader, (uadelups Rodrigues
parbioipated at the tenth amxivarsary oclebrations of tha Octebar Bevnlatim
mmmwmwz?%' -

" In South mmerica, Soviet interest at firot Teached tho countries of
the River Flate. Several times Mogcow declared its resdiness to enter
' into diplomatic relations with Argentina ond the other republics, Tn
1925 a Soviet migsian'tmred 3outh mmerica for persuading the governments
to recognize Rassla vith é praalse that Rusala would -wrohaaa f#w materials
from these \cquntriefa.s? Only Uragaay was attracted by this propossl and
Teacted favurshly by establishing diplomatic relations in 1928, Uraguey
vas the; second (ami last before Second Yorld War) Latin Ameriesn mtry :
vhich establiched dlplomstis relations with Moscove & Soviet Goumerolal
office vas algo established in 'Mmtevidao, in 1927, Frem this new Soviet
‘ LegAt.ibn in Urymay xaﬁeh pmpﬁganaa begon t0 fgo out amss_an South
Amerien, ‘Undergrauncl agitaticns uppéared' in oome countrics ang Conintern
started raoruitment for its future aativities. | |
' Argmtina also h&d eonsiderable interest in establiahing political
and economis velations vith the USSR, Several times the USSR, throngh its
diplematic *'epresmtatives abroed, etreased 1ta u&.lnngneaa to teke praccioal
steps in this direotion Argentinals Parlimnmtary Poreign Affalrs
Gommission stated that :u._uae *premature?® to r)aeogniae. _?.he USSR and offinially

5 Glissold, m. 17, p. 6.
27 Bea]_g, e _27. Pe 280
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the Sovict Government vas informod about it through the Argentinden ambassador
in vneme.m But apparently under the British pressure Argentina could not

go further in this direction. Tho official reason given by Argentina vas |
that the Soviét anthorities had attacked thé ._&.rgenti.ne legétion in St.
vPetaxv'sburg.'s.s Nevertheless trade between the two countriés ingroaged
congiderably. The uillingness for ostablishing relations with the USSR

ws also caprescod by Braail, Ghile, Venemicls, El Slvador, Columbia and
Bolivia through their d_iplmtic representatives sbroad, But scme of these
oountries could only establish fairly broad trade relations vhile others
had meve contacte. In Octeber 1925, Yushautorg, the Soviot izport and export
f.‘._.zi hémdling trade with South .merioca opened its offics in Buenos ilres
 vhich helped to promote trade between 3oviet Unicn and the countries of the
continent.w _ } o

 Even though communists could attract a good aectién_of Latin pperican

intellectuals during this pericd, the Gumintern falled to win over ey
| of the cutstanding latin mnariw leadars. For eminpla. Chile's autaf.anding .
lcbour organizer, Recuborren, committed sulcide efter his p#rt;r' 8 afﬂliauon
with the Comintern. 3imdlarly Foya dela Torve of Pova had been under
training in Moscoy z"orl sonoting, but l;ia pw AFRA did not follow the lines
of Soviot thinking, The most brillimt writer in Letin Merica, Merlatogie,
could not copa with the policy of the Comintern as his ideas were‘bmded
by the lutter as "populist”. |
| The Camintern believed that the reveluticn In the Letin smorican
mtﬂes would firet have to go through the stage of anti~imperialist .

r 38 mmﬁ?, 2 21’ Pe 280,
39 Cliseold, B, 17, p. 116,
40 Ponomaryov, n. 21, p. 251,
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strmiggle, followed by the stage of anti-fcndai peasant ‘revolution, It
believed that anly mer'g further lapse of tine soolalist revolution should
__ toke place, = Even though this view was probably true for China or same other
Aslen countries Latin Anericen Marxists protested agalnst this gaide~line
both &t the Sixth Gomintern bmgress and later at t_!ia firgt m‘feraioé of
Latin merfom Commmniste hold in 1020, However, despite these protests,
the latin Ameriocan Communists were wik.‘.ng very hard to t‘ranahte into
action the decisiens of the Comintern vith the Soviet assistances In Mexleo
the bolshevization of ihe Comunist Paﬁf began even’ before the alogan \m
fomally adopted by the Comintern, 1In mpmtién vith the American
Commmist Party and the 'anti—imperialviat Leagne, it made si@iﬁwnt p'rog:"eas.'
¥ith the help of the ngue publication was begun of en enti.-inporianat
united front organ - 7EL Libertador® and camtaots vere estabiishsd with
‘ the sections of the ant_i»-inperialist Leagzo in Cuba, Guatemala, Honduras,
Salvador, Nicaragua, Venm,alé'Lénd Pez'cx.""s 4 large mmber of pmants vm |
newly recruited into the-'NAtio&lal Peasant League! mtréned by the
cmiata.“. ‘nxey mrgani.sed the party on the baais of the wggesuona :
of the Gomintern and fomed a new department 1n the party to educate the massed. |
In Uraguay in addition to the trade unicns and the qemon of the |

enti-imperialist lesgue, the commnists estsblished other proletariam

41 Ruben Castellanos, "The octoher Revolution and the Communlst Hmmcnt

in Latin America" Peage Freedom and Scolalim (Imdon). vol. 10,
NOQ 6. lm' pl 150

42 3ee Ibid.

43 Bertran G. wolre, ‘Bolahe’dsatim and Immediate Taska of the Mexlean
Commmigt Party", ntemational m§§ Sorrespondence m«mab
wl. 5, No. 51, June 18, 1925,

44 Janet Cork, Clags Forces in Mexioco®, | t m W
{Viemna), val. 8, Ho. 60, Saptaaber 8, 1828, p. 10
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orémizatlona like Red Sports ngerétion. At the general elecf.ion in 1925
the Communist Par\‘.y got more thﬁx‘: 5,006 votéa. . mruugh its nevspaper
Justiels, 1t gave wide publicity to the decisions of the . | * w
translated almost all the writings of Lenin into 8panis_h. Leninist 1deas
| reached among the workers and peamta as 8 gulde in their revolutionary
momensfs Tims towards the end 02-19.29 the ccmmmiste could edvance
" thetr influenos anang the people In a mmber of countries of Letin America.

45 L. Sale, "The Commmist Hovement in Umguey™, E&%&m Prass
.. W (ViM), wlo 8’ ROQ 80. Novgnber 1 19%’ Ps 15&0

48 mu.old:l, "he Influence of Lminlma in I.atin imerica®,

Intemational
W (Vienna), vol. 8, No. 4, Jatmary 25, 1928,



CHAPTER IV



6B EXTRBAIST PERIOD, 1920-1985

_In 1929, Molotov, Mamileky mnd Euusinen assumed control of the
Gomintern activities. They were the m of Stalin, From there onvards
© the Gonintern beome exclusively s instnment of the Soviet Uniom. There
o vas no public discuesion in the formation of the poligy of the Camintem.

The initial astion of the Stalinist trimmvirate in 1529 vas to open a new

erd of "leftwing -axbrwién‘_’. They. propagated that the world economic
criaj._s had heralded the final eollspee of capitalimm, Therefors, they

arged that the Camnmist Partles siould concentrate thelr main efforts
en liquideting those parties which competed with thanv for the’snﬁport-&

the working claaa. The Sooi.él mmts eharactarlseﬂ as soolal
~ fasoists who vorked in favour of the bmrgeoiaia.

‘mie extrarism vas more aeoaptable in Latin America than it was

in countries vith stabler political systems becaaise .thhin reglon had the
-tradition of politiecal vidlmee.z m his speaeh “‘me Comintern and the
Rew Bevalutimxv ﬂpmrge' delivered at the Tenth Flenmm of uu Executive
Gomittee of the Communist Intemaﬂanal in 1929 Holotov stated that the
Gomnmiat Parties sll over the world should get ready for nev revolutionary
struggles of great magnitude. The commnists should mise.the sengse of
rosﬁmbibility in the ka.mg olass in regard to the mobllisation of the

1 Denis Haalqy, %The Cominform and World cmniun’ W Affaixs
(Imm), Wlo 24. Jw 1948’ po 540.

- 2 Robert J. Alexander, Gemmmnisn g Latin smorica (New Brunswick, N.J.,
’ 1957), Po 22,
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. - . , : - 3 o
revolutionary forces for the immediate class struggles. Agaln on July
10, 1920 there vas e diacussion on the reports of Kmsinen and Mamilsky

" in the same Flenmum in vhich the tasky of Latin Amerlesn Communists was
declared as fbllowss |
oesthe immediate tasks oonfmnting tha Gommnist Party of
Mexico and the Communist Partiea of Latin imerlea are
first of all the tasks of working out their programes of
immediate demands for the poor and middle peasants, and
linking up these demands with the progpect of the workers
and peasant revolutions, the prospeocts of the further .
develomment of the strugpgle for the Soclal Revolution (4)
And it stressed the need of clesnsing the Comunist Parties of Latin America
by throwing out the pett.y bourgeols and cnarcho-Syndicalist elements
from 1t. According to thie deoisian the Latin Ameﬂcan Commmists not only
expellad zhe beurgeoio elements from thair orgenisations but also, by
and large, they remainad ompletely isolated f‘m all other radical and
| wrking claaa partioa‘ _Y '
 The donintern ammaa that it vas the m:m party of the proletariat
of all ommtries and oaly .gnder its bamner cmmiet objectives in every
country could be ashieved. Throughout the exuranist period the Camintern
vas oonfident m the growth of national liberation struggles of the
~ colonial and tho dependent omm?.ries. Therefore it gave importance to the
'rmmuomry work of the Commmist parties of these countries and wamed
that unless they wvin the mass support of the trade unions in the tural

d@atrieta and in the argy, it wuld be impossible to achleve a successful

3 ' &%? @_z:_:_'g%gg ag (ﬁmn# vol.é No. ®,

o Sa_ptmber%m Pe 1 & ’ !

¢ Interatiomal Press Gorvspondence (Viema), vol. 9, No. 51,
September 17, 1929, pe 1100,

B "Opening spesoh by Wilhelm Pleck in the Thirtesnth Plenmm of the
Bxecutive Committee of the Comintern®, Internationgl Press Gorrespondence
(Vienna), vol. 14, Fo, 5, January 30, 1934, p. 98. _ _



revbintim. For this'purpbsa it vas mggested timt iha Communists should |
follow the bolshevik vay of mass agitation, both. legal and legnl waxk,
_campai@a, and battlas and to omhine the eoonmic struggle vith the
political atmggle in bolshevik manner. Apart from this it vanted every

, cmmuniat to learn how to reise g mass :s‘_bmgg].e from the leas davgloped
forms to mass political atrlkea.

In 1929 the Qanintem, under its auspices, organiaed two inportant
gatheﬂngs in Latin smerica. One was a vonstituent Gongress for the
foonfederacion Sindical Latino imericana in Montevideo® from 18 to 26 May
1929 #nd the aoaond was the firet latin Anerican cmiét Congress held
in Bumos ‘Alres, ﬁm 1 to 12 June 1929.7 At the Bnenos Alres Gongresa,
the att:tudes and programmes of i'.he Gommunist grmpa of this region
wene radicalized on the Ybasis of ths direct:lms from the Gomint.ern,

The Buenos Alres amgraas wag attended by thirty eight delaga'bea
altogether and fwrteen smmiat Parties of Latin mnerioa partid.patad.
Bven  firom UsSsAs end France Gmmist. represatatives came in addition to
tho repnaentatim ‘of the Comintern organisauona of those oonntxies. |
The polit.ioal simation and the role of the Gmunists in major countries
vere. revieved. The ao-oalled oxtremist intransigence during the third
period (1929-1955) was astually sterted in latin merica vith this Gongress.

8 “Eepoz?t.'ot Rmsinen sbout Fascism, the Danger of Har and the Tacks of
the Communist Parties in the Thirteenth Flenmum of the mﬁvo
Comuittes of the Comintem™, Ibid., pp. 99-1135,

7 Stephen Gligsold (ed.), gmgg  Latin America, 1948~ '
.Am&m&m(mmamo Pe M . o

8 The Gcmmmiat Parties of Argmﬂ.na, Brazil, Bolivia, Columbia, Cuba,
. Beuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, Pareguay, Pernt, Uruguey
and Venezuela were participated in the congress. N
. See Victorio Godovilla, ?The 1deas of Marxism Leninism in Xa‘bin #merica®,

- Reage Froedop gnd Soolaligw (umdon). vol. 7, Ho. 8. P 4.
9 mBBﬂM, no 7, Pa 120
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_ The militent revolutionary tastlos vas introduced to the Gonmanist Partles
of the area. And it anvisage& no relations with tha ?smdo-progreaaiw |
Govérmments or with refomist soclalists or bourgeols nationalists, But

- this Congress did not analyse the chances of a reiolutisn or the |
possibility of its success in Latin imerica.

As a result of the Ingpiration derived frum the Congress, the
Gompunist Party of Argentina, in 1929 and 19230, aimitsneously attacked the
Soclaliste and the redical government of Hipolito Irigyen of the country
condemning them as the aliies of imperialism end 'qnaei’-faaciats'.m The
.strikéa which oow;z’éd in Golumbisn banana plantationg in the previous year
vas dlscussed in this GCongress and it omme to the conolusion that the local
Commmist leaders failed to turn the strike into a natien-ulde reoluticnary
movément. ‘Bat the Colunbian delegates blamed the camintem for its |
failure in sending adequate instructions as a result of its ignorance of
Columbian geoéraphiual and politicel situation factors,

From Peru Jose Garlos Mariategui, a brillient Marxist writer, snalysed
his country's Indlan problem which he later elaborated as a bock - "Siete
enaav;:s_de interpretacion dela realided Berunna®, He claimed in it that
on agrarian refom which would pernit the Indian's collectivist instincts
would lead them towards oommnimm. This thesls however wms dencunced in the
Soviet Unioﬂ by the leading latin Americanist Miroshevoky, condeming
1t as "populien® '11 |
The Mexlcan Communists also received criticism from the Congress for

their attitude towards the right wing revolt vhich broke out in Mareh 1929-

10 louls B. Aguiler, Mamelgn in Latdn pmerica (New York, 1968), p. 21.

11 Stephen Clissold, "The Soviet Union and Latin imerica®, in Clmdlo
Veliz (ed.), lakin America gnd the Sarxibbesn (New York, 1968), p. 452.
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against. the gnvarnmt of Portes Cil wlw beme President after Obregon.

At the time of the revelt, tha Peassnt leagna, soue af vhich were controlled
by the Ocmnmistsg supported the Govermment and helped to quell the rewvolt.
o The Conintern strengly disapproved this pellcy of tha Peanant lLeague snd.
had sent directives for tuming the poassnt ame againat the povernment,

by flghting o two fronts with e Viev to precipitate a soofal revelution.
‘Those peaaai:t leaders who refused the inatruction of the Gomintern were
expolled fz'om the party. Others like Gaade lupe aod_riqﬁea attempted to
oarry them cut. He lssued & revolutionary Hay-dey pzﬁdlmauon urging the
peasents to seise lang and the workers to take over factories. mf. he

vas caught by the loeal muitary comnander and emted. 'me Gmintem
then iw.ied o manifesto which urged the Mexican people to start an allf-ont
var against the "Faseist ga'mmmmﬁ of Mexioo®. 1 But nothing ome out

of this attespt to rouse the Mexicap people agai.nst their goverment. But
the eritioism of the Gongx‘ess was that tin Hexican yeaaant leaguu fa!.led

to fom ¥Sovigts in the region they dmninateﬂ“ because of their counter
. rovoluticnary sotivity.

| These developments hed affected adversely the offiolal Haxioan—Soviet
relatims. on Jnly 20, 1929 the Mexican Mbassador in Mosoow proteawd |
against the attacks of the Russian press and tha incdtements by the Gmlntern _
in Mexioo. L&tvinov replied that Soviet ‘govermment was not reapunaible for

_ 14
the aoontents of arﬁi.e_les in the press and the activity of the comintem

12 GClissold, n. 7, p. 1.

15 Johe Degras, fhg gemmnist Intematimals 1919-1943, Posments
(Iﬂndﬁn)' vol. III, 1929-1943’ PPe 71“75&

T fzephen Clissold, “Sov'iet Rala:uma vith Lat:z.n Ar)asrica between the Waras®,
- Je« Gregory Qswald and Anthony J. Strover (ed.), m Soviet Inion
ang latin w (wndon! 1970)9 p. 18,
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In Jamuary 1930 Mexfcan govermment broi:e off d&plematic relations with
Moscovs - - ‘ |
The Chilean Commmist party also could ot be free from the effect

of the radiealization poliaqy of the Buenos Alres Congress. There the l- |
Communists, risht from the Segiming, had Inoreasing influence, In the
1925 election tho party had seaured the seata of tws genators and geven
deputies by tmppv?bing democratic policies. The radiealization polw nov
creatéd & double crisia,jts because, éxtermnelly, the party broke awey from
the collective struggle against the diotatorship of Garlos Ibanez alaiming
that it alone and the isolated verking class could mke‘tha. rervolut.ion.:
And internmally, there took plasce a split in thé party into two fections.
‘The first was that of Maruel Hidolgo, who bolleved in Trotekyiss end
(rejocte'd t.hé necessity of attacking all the leftist organizations. The
second was that of Klias Laferte, who remaihed fatthful to the strategy

of the Camlntern. |

The effact of the radicalizetion policy of the Congress continued.

' For example in the scme Yenr the emall Jommnist Pw of Bl Salvador
, attaﬁpted a goup against the distator Jernandez Martinez which was drowmed
in blood by the dictator, In 1931 there was a naval revolt in Ghile. Even
though the Commmnists \,dm not inspire 1t, they took oredit for it. The
Gomintern oonsidered it as a first attempt in South America’s history to
ralse the benner of Soviet P«n‘m‘."8 Again .i.n November 1935 in Brasil Louis
Carlos M‘bea attmi;ted to copturs pO\ier by a» ammy coup. But it was suppressed,

15 &guilar, N 10’ PDe 85-240

16 "The Reds in Letin fuerica®, 139 Round Table Table (Icndaon) vol. LIII,
No. 209, Dooeuber 1962, pp. 9-10. ’
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One of the best example of the effoots of cam'miat.l raﬂicalim of
the period was Cuba. In that country there was a strugrle againet the
dictatorship of Machado (19%-1935). The Ommists at this ti.me condemned
all other parties, \mether traditimal or revolutionary, as fasclsts,
quasi-fasolsts or mstmmts of Yenkes imperialismm. This contimed even
in the period of th_e revolutionary govermment of Ramon Gran SanMartin
(September 1985—Jamary 1954). Latin mericsn Commnist parties folloved
this radical poliqy upto 1985 creating a lot of revolutionary activities.
Mention was inade'ih the'mmoa Mres congress about the possibmfa
of ereating *Indian republics® in those countries vhere Indians vere
prednminat;ing. The congmsa streaaed that the U.S. imperialisn was the
: prineiéal eneny of the natimal,nberaﬁonmoma_:‘b of the peoples g!’ | |
i,atin Anerics and dmozméed the positicn of Alianga Popmlar Revolucionaria
Anericans (APRA). Wile stressing the need for national beration uars
1t ocalled upan the pooplea of Latin mnerica for helping the Soviet Union
in ﬁmting against mperianm.ﬂ Homvw, it plgyed & mada_r_ role in
 the formatlon of more Marxisteleninst parties in Latin mmerica. Houever,
the cinint.em direet.ﬁes cleariy,urgad that the Communists, operating |
with other parties in some comtries of Latin fmerics, should endesvour
to forn their own full-fledged Commmist organisations. Following this’
at a spaoi.e.l mwtion held on July 17, 1930 the Socialist Ravolutiona!{a -
Party of Golnmbia converted itself into the Gam.miat Farl:y of Colmmbis.
In Panma, the ofﬁ.e:lal Commmist Parw was formed in 1929 and one of i.ta

10"
leaders, Eliato Echem, paid 2 visit to Moscow also. In mQ.dor in

17 See Momla’ n. 8, p. 42,

18 Rollie E. Foppino, Latin mm 4 ﬁ&a.tzn
smnemmm-m London, 1984), p%’“&. '

19 John
(Mmrag’m m%wmwgmm
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- 20
1931, the Soclalist Party adopted the name the Cammmiast Party of Emador,.

In Peru, Joge Garlos Meriategul, a soclalist, ond perhaps the most
original 20th century Peruvian intellectual, founded the Peruvian
Communist Party. He -deaiared that gocialiam would save the mdiéne of
- his country because there was necessary oumection betuean the waya of
1ife of the tﬁo. In 1026 he founded the review called *mamta® vhich
became a leading Instrument of Gommmist pmpaganda by 1928, and in 1920
vith a number of assoclates like Mdocio Ravines and Rlchardo Martines
dela 'rorre, he founded a Socialist Party which vas in fact Peru's first
Gommunist Party. In 1930 after the death of Hariategui the party besame

o 21
a section of the Comintem.

In Costa Rica, Mamel Hora, o yowg intelleotual established the
Gmuniat Party of Gosta Rica in 1929, but f.hS.s Paxty was not agoepted as a
full member of the Gamintem until 1938. Similarly Harx Hudicourt and
| Jacques Roumein founded the Communist Party of Haltl in 1930.22 In 1951
the Commumnist Party of Venesuela was founded by some Marxist mﬁhtiwades.
Joseph Komnfedder, a United States citizen who was an agent of the Comintem
‘attended the founders' meeting, On the basls of his recommendation, the
Party was flrst glven the status of a "sympathetic® party by the Comintem. -
Then in the seventh Congress of th;s International 4n 1985, it was accepted
as a full member of the Comintemn,

20 Pbppino, 0. 18. Pe 850

21 Fredrick B, Plke, Tho Modem Hlstory of Fors (Lendon, 1967), pp. 285-7.
22 Poppm’ ¢ 1 m, p. a1,

23 Robert J. Alexander, Party of Iﬂw (Stanibrd,
califomla, 1969), pp. Ty S
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noufmr; the important achievenent of m Pasnos Alres Congress vas

| the crestion of the Latin Mmerlomn Trade Union Confederstion s &n

| ad?ﬂliata of the meintam “ ‘mis Confederation ola.Md that 1% was
rapresenmg lsbour organizatims from ten Latin American ammtr!.as and B
' geoups of trade unions from seven other oountries emept Dminian Republic,
‘aam, and Nioamgua But majority of them were paper orgenisations or
amall cemmxniat factiona which had a resent birth-as a result of splits
. from non-Gomminist labour federations during the third period of radioslimm, |

"~ In 1935 this confederatlon x‘ea&zeﬁ :lta smhb and. tharaafter qQuickly loat
atrength because ot_‘ tlye general decline of the Comnmist influence in

this regm Tntil the introduction of popular-front policy by t.ho‘mihtezén.
: ’this'bx-@anmtw; mmm as the regional agengy of Profintem for o
di.apenatng funds and teachi.ng organiza‘bidnsl techniques. In ghort 1t was . h
_anet.her point of aomaut botwew Latin anorican Parues and the Soviat Union,

_ " There was _nnly one Soviet g:mmn_xent oi_'ﬂcial,orgagigation _uhioh ,

| vservs?d__éa a 1ink betwesn the Latin fmerioan Commmnists and Moscow during the
decade emding in 1985, This vas the Soviet Trading Corporation whidh

: hﬁﬂ an O_fﬁca mﬂw Tork and two offices undef the name Iumtorg, in tﬁa ’
 River mta'are*aQ Its dlrector vas Boris Kraevsky who opened the first |
orrioa in uontevidw 1n 1085 and soeond ohe in Buenos Alres, the fbllwlng

| year. He had parmaded tho Umguayen gcvammt for axbonding formal
'dipimatic recogaigion to the Soviet Union in 1928. ‘Then in 1930 he was
appointed as his od;mtxy'é "general representative® to Urixguay. In the
meantina_ Kraevaky changed his hoadquax;bérs vto menoa_urés and he travelled

24 Foppino, n. 18, p. 157,
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widely in Brasil end Southern South America in comneotion wAth his camercial
‘sotivities. It vas sald that his principal fmation vas to supply the
'cmmiat'.?artigs pmpagan_da maf-eriala and fmds, However, within a few years,
the authordtiss in mogt of the South meriesn republico could find out
" his subversive activitiess inciting Commmnist riots in Uramey and Argestina
and violence in Brasil and Paragaays 56 he vas denied entry mﬁo Bmzil in
1930, By this time his ugefulness as a Soviet agent had consldersdbly -
dininished, In Argentina the Uribura regine ocloged Iumtorg's Busnos Alres |
office in mid 1951 and arrested ebout 160 ‘employees. The revqmtionm -
 Junta which selsed pover in June 1982 in Ghile deported Krseviky from there.
Kdmer. upto 1985 the smth' American Camminists contimied to receive
propaganda and other support from Montevideo. But vhen Urugusy broke its
relations with Soviet Union in the same year (1885), Iumborg's operations
czme Y0 an md. ' .A ,
This ultra-letum in the cmmtam pol:lcy continued unm the samth ,

Camintern Gengress (the last) at Moscow in which Popular Frent tactles was

introduced. From the practical polnt of view the extreatst 1ine was a
| Mlura in Latin America. Besmise after the Buenos Alres Congress, all tha
Latin Merioat; govermments 1ike that of Mexico, Argentina and Chile began
to take stern measures agalnst the Communists and they were practically
Lsolated fram other palitical groups of the ares.
| | Thus the extrenist perfod vas by end large & period of Gommnish
| _$solation, and the petty revolts mgﬁo&rsﬁ by Latin merican Camranists
| in obedience to the directives of the Comintern had vesulted in a totol

fallure, This new experieice had necessitated a rethinking of loncow's
policies towvards Latin Americs.



CHAPTER V



9B POFULAR FRONT PERIOD, 1985-1943

By the begimﬁng ef the Fopular Front Period the Comintern gradually
came under the di&tatorial control of Staldn, Stalin made it obligatory
for Communists all over the world to defend the Soviet Union — ®the
bage of world revolution” and the °father land of all toilers® — from
external attack of any kind., From 1927 onwards his treatment of foreign
commnist parties wae such that the loyalty towards Soviet Union was
considered a test of proletarisn intemstionaliam, And the individusl
aeetiéna_ of the Comintern vere required to cbey Moscow's orders vithout
any protest, Within the Comintern itself pover was shifted from the
BCCI to the Gentral Committee of the Gmuniat party of the Soviet Uniom,
Stalin becume the d SEQ!& ruler of the Comintern and applied "demooratic
~ centralism® on & world vide goale,

The most, iwportant character of the tine of the Seventh Congress
of the Comintern was that fasciam hed alrearb' beoame a threatening force
vhich, to a mt. extent, influenced the Comintem to adopt the United
Pront Folieye In 1934-85 pericd Fascism reached Chile, Hitler's
‘men organized a Chilean Hasi Party there vhich was financed snd supported

" by the Geman emigrants of the cmm?.ry.l_ In Brazil the Govemmwt of the
© country itself was receiving gaidance from Hitler to struggle againat

1 M Valdivia, "{itler!s Hend in South Ameriea®, International Preas
gorrespondenag (Viemna), wol, 18, Ho. 11, 29th Pebruary 19356, p. 301.
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ooommindam, ‘Savaral socret policemen of Brazil wew sent. to Nazl Gemany
for getting trained in the fight against cmmnunim.z ‘Like this alnost
all the cwntries of Latin America had been under the effect of Fasoist
ideology. Besides this the whole continent vas passing through a
stage of unbridlad terror and seriona division in the ranks of the
uorking olass and demoeratic forces. The Commmnists had beoame the
main target of this terror and therefore they vere badly in nead of
o now strategy and tactic not only for their survival but also to regam
the lost ground in the politics of the Latin Amoricsn omnt.ries»
The Seventh Horld Congress after sn interval of 8oven years met from
July 25 to ngust 20, 1935, This Congrese mere]y ratiﬁed the Popular
- Front Polioy which had atarted in 1934 by the ECCI on the instructions
fron the CPSU Politburesu, In the resolution of the Seventh Comintern
Gongress %on Fasclsm, working olass wnity, and tho tasks of the .
cogintem* more emphasis was g&m to the t.hreat{ of fasolsn end declared
that the immedlate task of the 1abaur xag‘vanent vas to establish the
united ftghting front, of the working alass "for a successful struggle
ogninst the offensive of capital, against the reactionazy measures of
the bourptecisle, againat fasoism, the bitterest enemy of all the
toilera,u.“‘ It mist be noted that in most of the solenial and semie
colonial eov;mbriés, beoatige of the new united front taéuoa,' the
attitude of the Comintern towards other partles, the bourgeoisie end

2 Ootavio Bmadao, "Nazi Gemany's Penetration of Brasil'
MW (Vienna), wol, 17, Yo. 20, 10th July 1937, p- 55,

5 R.A. Martinesz, *Latin smerloa —- Three Years after the Seventh vorld

Gongreas®, Internatlomal Progg ﬁemw_m (Vienna), wol. 18,
Ho. 41, 27th suguat 1958, PPe 8635=4

4 Jane Degras, » 1918-1948, Documents
(londen), wol, 111 43, pp. 1-2,



- 54 -

nationelise changed remarkebly, It proved highly benefifisl to the
' latin Americen Commnist ?arb'iea.v Even before the Seventh Congress,
in Brasil, o National Liberation Alllance vas formed. Dimitrov in
his report to the Congress stateds |
In Brasil, the Communist Party having laid a correct foundation _ .
_ for the development of the wnited antl-Fasclst front by the : v
establighment of the National Iiberation Alliance, has to
make every effort to extend further this front by drawing

into it first gnd foremost the many milliona of the peasantry,
leading upto the formatlon of units of a people's
revolutionary awmy campletely devoted to the revolution and
4o the establishment of the rule of the National Liberat.lon

To the sme Congress Wang Ming, the mpport-.en'r for Latin America, reported

that a movement of this kind, the National Liberation slliance, had

been formed in Brasil under the presideicy of “our comrede Prestest.

404 1% was Joined by many offtcers of the amy and navyos
' 4 number of Latin mmerican Commnist leaders were invited to

uoacow to attend t.he ‘Seventh Gmintern Congress, uhich was schﬁulod to

bc held at the end of 1954, then it. wae poatpaned the delegates fram

Latin imerica were aslready on their vey to Moacow. But they 41d not go

back even when the congress was postponed. After reaching Moscow thgy

digengsed their problems wit.h the Comintern leaders and worked out the

5 Stephen (lissold (ed.), Soviat Relations with Laﬂn m 1918-1968 s
- & Dogunentary Survey (London, 1970), p. 154.

8 Sterhen Climsold, "Soviet Relations with Latin fmerica bet.ween the Wars®,
in J. Gregory Oswald and Anthony J. Strover (ed.), The Soviet Union
and Latin Amerisa (London, 1970), p. 21. Louls Oarlos Prestes began
his career as & captain in the engineering corps of the Brazilian Army.
He became well known first when he joined a military revold in 1924,
He was then forced into exile. Bnissaries of the Brasilian Communiat
Party and South Mmeriesn Seoretariat had approached him and converted
him to Marxism. Then he was invited, in 1951 to the Soviet Union and
beoume a member of the ECCI in 1935. In April of the ssme year he returned
to Bragil to lead an ammed struggle. He became the President of

Rational Liberation Allisnce es directed by the Comintern.
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 strategy to de folloved by thelr Partles. A Peravian emmunist,
Bidoolo Ravines, vho attended the dlacussloms with the Rissien lesders,
sald that the decisions then taken repremted a compronise between
' the views of Dimitrov, tha calef pmpment of the new Bapular Frent
 line and the poliey of viclent tactios etill favoured by Mamildey.
The compromise was t.hat only in Brazil the Populsr Front .‘mzq
should be used to aaize pover by rewlution_. And in other cauatriea
' of»lnatin ﬁm_erica this policy was to be utilised In winning elaations 3
agalnst Fasolst or Fasolsteoriented parties to got pwér.? &
‘analysis of the speeches delive@ed at the Seventh Gongress éf the
Comintern reveals that the ides of revolution had not been abandoned
in 1935, Only bemaé of the elastioity of method of aitaiging ."thgt
goal the United Front Plley vas adopted. The Gongress ended on |
magst 20, 1988, | |
In Brazil the preparatiana by the Hationa.l Liberation Allianca
_'farauamedsﬁmggleminpmgmsaandinthalwbweekof |
i!avamber, Prestes 1aaue& & proclamation addressed to "zll the forces |
of popular liberbiea“, The revolt broke ocut at firgt in Hatal and
Reoife and than in Rlo, The revoluticnaries got some indtial su006s8
 but later they were suppreséad with bloodshed. ‘Preéﬁea and another
German Communist, Harry Berger, who alsc led tha ravclutian with nany
| other leaders were arresteds The failnm of the amed revvlt was o

‘7 Glissold, ne 5, pp. 18-18,

8 The 'Call lassued by Prestes was published in s Manha®, the
organ of the Natlonal Liberation Allimce, on Bovenber 27, 1935
(page 19). It was republizhed in ﬂliaaold, n. B, p. 165,



- 531-

great set-back to the Comintern designs in Latin Amerlica. It led to

a rupture of 'diplanatia ties with Uraguay, the only Latin Aneﬁm
republic vhich had retainéd the link vith Mosoow at that time. 4s a
result, a.11 Soviet diplomatic and trade efforts ended in Latin mmeriea
in 1935, But this did not put en end to ths clandestine cperaticns of
“the Comintern in many latin imerican countries vwhich was being carried
out by its gooret agents, ﬁbbtly fmerioan and Germsn Communists ué:-e
vorking as the secret agmﬁa of the Comintern in Laﬁin !cnarioa.g

Hovever, the new stratezy of the Comintern oglling for broad
alllanees with limited aims was soon edépte& by all the GCommmnist Parties
of lgtin imerica.  These parties begsn to exploit, according to the

oiremstances of cach country, tho nationsl bourgeolgs end the other
non-Commnist parties. As a result the bistory of the Camunists in
Latin smerica became one of the most extreordinary opportunise, Communist
Parties vithout ony disf!nution' co~oparated vith dctators and vith _

, demomtic pértdes of the Right es well e.s the Left. Often they used
%o eplit into two parties with opposing policies, out of vhich one

-~ o¢ollsborated w&tﬁ & dictator and the otber wvith the democratic oppoaition.
Only after the change of the pa.rtiaxlar political aimaum they used
bo rouns.te.m '

It was during this poriod, for the first time, the various Latin
American Communist Partles such as those of Chile, Cuba, and Mexico
Sewné i#ponant political factors. The exceptional case whers communian
imicany suffared at this time was 4n Brazil. It was because of the

9 Carleton Beals.' "Red Star South” Gurrent g___gm (Wow York), vol. XLIK,
Ho., 4, Decembar 1938, p. 29. :

10 EBrmst Helperin, Nationalien gnd Gommmism in Ghile (Cambridge,
4 Massachugetts, 1965), p. 15. _
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ter’rible» failnre of the uprising of the National Liberation Allisnes
in 1985, The euppression and imprisomment of the leaders created
. chaog which prevented the'parby's further expansion, Generally,

the Gommunist P&i‘t_iea éf !.atin fmerica not only astéblia!zed working
" réiatinna with other political groupings but also reduced their oun
| radioalism emd sought to legalize thelr political aotivities,
| Hew cammniat Farties vere also fomed in this period in

- Nicm Bolivia and Danlnican Republic. In 1937 the Soclalist

Party of Hicaragua was created by o minority bloc vhich broke avay
from the Vorkers Party. Even though it vas a Communist Perty it
 never called iteelf Gommmnist t411 1948 The Bolivien Commundst
Party was fommed by December 1940. Bat it had its palitieal origin
many years ago. It may be geen that in 1920's a student leader called
‘Roberto Hinojoss had contact vith the Communist Itemational in
Argentina, ~Anoﬁier pro-Cmmist, mst.avo; fonﬁed & Soolaliast Party;
_and a few menths later, in 1925, the Bolivien govermment deporbed him.
After that the Comunists menaged to infilterate labour organtzstions
notuithetanding the government's suppression. From 1986 to 1959

© two nilitery rulers ruled Dolivia whose poliey was in favour of the
‘communista. At this tima ‘a 'narﬁaf—oﬂ&téd party was formed but
dented being Commntate Following the GLvil var in Spatn, ebout
nine hundred refugees came to Dominioen Republic after 1938, More than
one!mndradofthanwere ommistauhobeganto get up thelr own front

organigations and provided inspiration to the loce.l cdtisens,

1 mma&mwm.mmmwgmm
. (lendon, 1964), p. 88.

12 John Domo Mochotes Gommunigh mg s,_m;m @mmg
(Hew Iork:mms PPe 154:5 E ibe
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especially the gtudents. Samo of the students wers mmn;%sts and they
established a separate Dominican Communist Party 1n 1942,

The Russo-German Foneaggression Paot of mgnst 1989 marked the
@d of the first era of Popular Front Commnist stratesy in Latin
Ameﬂ.ca. Becamae vhen the paot was signed, the Latin American muniata
along with all other commnists of the world revereai trmediately their
poliay of co-operation with non-oomrmnist lefts and joined with the
Axis sympathisera and the native Latin American fagoists to frustrate
the World Var II sotivities of the Usstorn Allles. But vhen Hitler
invaded the USSR in June 1841, Latin Americsn commmnists as elsewhere
‘again reversel their poliqy and enthustastically revived *Popular Fronts
,r poliey beosuse at that tims Soviet Uniom again joined wAth the Westem
Allles to fight against Nos! Germany and it allies. With this change
the anti-imericanism of the Latin mmericem munists was ghandoned
end almost all Latin American countries established or re-estsblished

diplamatic relations with the Soviet Union. This happened beemse of

the pressure from the United States. Thus a Dew gtage was set for
atrong comrnmist advances. _ ,

It was during this second 'Fopular Frent! phase the oommmists
of Latin mmerica gained their greatest opening amnd direct influence.
Their propagands possibilities miltiplied and thelr influence in the
labour sectors increased. As the communists were snmm the Yorld
Har I1 efforts of the Allies they beneﬁf.ed by the good feenng from
all the countries of the hemisphere, For example, they ebandoned str-lkes
by »hi.ch they got. the bleasings of the i.nduatrialiata and the

13 Foppino, n, 11, pp. 89-00,
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governmental leaders. They openly supported the objectives of U.S.A.

end Britain in Latin fmerica. In short, at this period the long standing
prejudice against Compunim was sbsent in Letin mericas So commnists
could integrate tnto national leadership.

 The first successful alliance of this perfod occurid n Ghile in
1958, In 1985 Comintern had sent Mudoolo Ravines, a brilliant
'Pem‘vian,parw organiae: to Ghile. ﬁia alm wvas to implement the new
united and _anu-fagéiat. Populay Front strategy. The Chilean Comrmunisgt
Party formed an allisnce with the radical Soelalist Party, Democratic
Party and the Redical Partv.ls The Radicsl Party's candidate vas eleoted
to the presidency. The Chilean Popular Frent, rmlike its Buropesn

- counterparts, was not anti-Fasolst bacause the .amall Fascist Party of
(hile supported the Popular Front candidate, Pedro Ayuirre Cerda which
led to his viotory in the 195 electim.m It vas a considersble

| tacﬁgal sucoess for the Chilean Communists and to the new Gamintern
line, Bat Moscov 413 not get mach practical advantage from it.

_ The other Latin gmériéap country xhere Fopular Front policy was
implemsnted with some sucoess vas Cuba, In 1935 Blas Roca the Searetary
Gemeral of the Cuban Commmnist Party attended the Seventh Gongress of the
Comintern. | Asconding to the secamendabions of the Ganinter the Cban
Communist Party after the Comgress began 0 abandon its extremime and to
adopt a modérate position for creating populsr front alliénce. Bat thia\

14 villien Bentom, The !9.%92 of Iatin Amerdca (New York, 1961), p. 75.

16 Horaclo, "People's Front Organised in Chile?, gm% Press
. gorregpondengs, vol. 16, Ro. 24, 25rd May, 19539 p. 6

16 See Halperin, n, 109 PP» M.

17 indre Sua'res, Gubas Gastr s 1959-88, Loel
Garmichael ant'l Emat 2] (trans. ’ rldge, 1967), p. S,
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dttmpt falled in the thén existing clramstenses in Cuba, A mﬂlt.ary
‘leader, Pulgenico Batists, emerged in the political fleld snd by

- Janvary 1934 he had already baoane poverful to replace &rm—the then

ruler - with Carlos’ Mendicta, Frem this time t111 1940 Baﬁata vas the
head of the am'and vas strong enough to appoint and dimmiss presidents
of the country. The democratio forces of the country were againgt
Batista, They united ulthv'the Cuben Revolutionuy' Party (.Partida
Revoluclonario Cubeno — PRS) which vas organised by Grau efter his
| remomlrrm the office. As o ?emlt‘, a United Front of democratic
parties came out in Guba without the participaticn of the Camunist Party.
' c@iate faued there in meking alliance with the democratio forces.
Batista by this um decided to leglumim his position by assuming .
the pmsidemv. He entered into an agreanen’c. uith the mmists and
gave 1@@1 reeogaitten to the party In turn Batista got cnmuniet.
,mpport in ths_ 1940 presidential _pleetion. mnd finally in 1948 the
*mmm representaticn in the csbinet alsc. Batista encouraged
the Guban vorkers movenent in favour of the Gammnists, Thus the Party
achieved considerable expansicn, | |

L}ke 1n Gxﬁ.a and Guba in almost all the countries of 'fhe region
 axoept. Brastl, the Popular Front Poriod vas o golden age for the
sommmists, But this period did mot last lang. ihen Msso-Cornan var
broke cut Ln 1941, vietory over Germany was made the mprane goal of
the Gamnnist mvment.. 'mq var brw@t about a severe .restricuom of
the EOCI's work and the staff of the Gamtntern vas forced to leave Moscov.
The General Secretary, Dimitrov went vith a small staff to Euibyshev but
thm the function of the Gomintern vae only in neme, The Eccloou}.d not
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direct and control the aecﬁons of the Comintern, ‘memferevitv mwbe
seen that fram 1941 @Mﬁ the Comintern had been 1n it death~throes.
The ECCI took the decision to dlssolve the Gmintem m_w 15, 1943
‘but 1t vas made known only after six days later. The decision saldy

The vhole development of events in the last quarter of
a century and the experience acourulated by the Gommunist
International convingingly showed that the organisational
form of uniting workers chosen by the First Congress of !
the Cammunist Internaticnal, snovered ocnditions of the

. first stages of tho working class movement, tut 1t has
been out~grown by the growth of this movement ang by the
complications of 1ts problems in geparate countries and .
bas even beoame a drag ont the further streagthening of
the naticnal vorking class pax-ties. (18)

18 Robert V, Daniels (ed.), A Dogumentary Bistory M_g
(Eew York, 1980), wol. II, p. 150. a2
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GCONGIUSIONS

m tho rongomg analvsls it 15 evident that dnring the por&od
under reviev {1919-1948) the grip or the Comintem w- tha supreme
political and dootrinal mmrlty of the w:ld Comounist movement
controlled by the Soviet Union — over the Cammmist activitles in
latin fmerioa vas quite substential, even though it operated from a
i-ume oontrol point - Mosaow. Consequently, the power snd paliqy of
~ the Soviet Union became a major source of strength of the Camnmnist -
Parties in Latin mmerloa. This, i tum, had led them to give a
dominant congideration for the Soviet Foreign poliqy obf ectives,

The main objective of the Gamintern 4n Latin America was the

 formation of Commnist Parties svery where as a preluds to the
| esteblisment of the diotatorship of the proletariate — the ultimate
political afn. In doing so 1t vanted to structare then also in the
pattem of the Gammmist Party of the Soviet Unien, Rurther, it
wanted 'co train them to promote claaa'stmggle in the oonunélxt wth
& View to lead & Commnist rewolution, In addition, the Comintermn
va.nted tho latin muiean oomniat Parties as -amm of the GPSU

andtouutban as tools for ﬁ.ghtingagginstthcns iaperialimin
| the region. _ ' |

. To achieve ihcae obj eatives the Comintern adopted various methods

through tha Latin Mmerican Commmist Par'b;aé. The methods were
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‘designed primarily to capture the national sentiments of the Latin
 American people in favour of the Commnlst movement, Among the most
mmt notboda 'me (1) the inmtratim into trade union and
peasant movements; (2) aystematio propaganda and sgltations to
| popularise the 1dea of the olass struggle; and (3) boﬁx legal and
| megal meang to astabnah a revolutionary base in mry State.
m)vimdy, the prinmy objeotive of the Cenintem in Latin America,
' }he mumm of the Communisgt parties, was aciieved to a
 oonsldersble extent. It vas able to ses through that in slmost al}
| the cgnntriea of the regloﬁ. The Commnist parties were established
dv;ring- the Ganintemperiod. evens though a fev had grown out of the
Socialiﬁt -Mioa'aﬂotd prior to the 'fomtion of the cmum.

In mtﬂn like Argensina, Brasil, Cuba, uoxica and Uruguay, the
ceumnm parties were formmed after a aplit in the SOciaIiat parties.
But in ocuntries like Chile the Soclalists rechristened thuuolvas into
Comunist Parties. In other ccantries the Commnist Parties were
- fomed under the aegis of the Comintern iteelf. To their oredit these
parties vers eble to popularise t.ho Marxigt-Leainist ideas mg
the Latin mexjioen intelligentia, peasants and workers. To some extent
| thwmabhtomﬂnm«mmenm-miatpuﬁuwagx’u »
“to thc Harx:lan theoxy of f.ho mevitabmw of the historioal process.

Daapita thla limited sucoess the fact remained that the ccmintam’
sjbmtogy for Latin Imerica was a gemeral fallure. The Latin imerican
mzm' unmiocess ful #tmts to inelte insurrections in Mexicoo,
m_.tézs, ng Bﬂv;dor 1n 1952 or in Bresil in 1935, {llustrate the poht.
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They show that there was a serious ﬂau in the Goninm's é&seunmt _
of the Letin merloan situation. One important resson that contributed
%0 this miaread!ng wag that seldem the Comintern leadara consulted the
Latin mnoriaan Commmmigts before sntroducing a new utratm for the
regl.an. The local Commnists alvays remained only at t.he reae:lmg end,
_As none of the comtries of this oontinent then h&dm signifioant
veight in world politd.ca' or to the vital concern o? the 80'_«1@' Union, the
'Gomintémvhad gi.m only a low priority to this regiom, ’ﬂié contemptucus
diaregard chown by the Gammnim tovards the Lahin murioan na.tional |
traditions and institutions and the Gomintern's attempt te impose alim
models and tactics on the Gmmiat sctivities in Latin fmerica were
other reasons which generated instant dislike for the Gémun_iats mg ‘ ; |
'théordinazvpenple;_ - I

The wide gap betveen the Gomintem's declared obJ ective end the
resl objective also hastened the fallure of its stratégy in Latin erica.
In faot, the Gomintern never expected latin American ami.sta to selze
pover instantly because 115"_%@1‘5 that Latin America was not ripe for a
commnist revolution, Therefors, declarations like the caj:mre v‘of |
pover or the establishment of the d&otatorship of the prolatariata vere
meant largely to keep up thc tmpo of Compunist mmuae there, But
in the meantine it vanted the parti_es to strengthen the Sovi.et Union's
position as the leader of the wrld commmist movenent. - Terefore the
presemtim aud prmtian of Soviet Unimn's global interests vas nppar
nost in the minds of tha anintcm strateg:lsta. In.thesa clromptances
vhat the Gonintem really vanted was to uge the Commmist Parties in
Latin smerica as a ugeml propaganda mesns to inflnence the_govmmta in
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" pover to take positicns favoursble to Soviet mm}m poliqy goals, But
despite thess efforts, at least till Hitler's attack on Rissia the _
Latin Americsn Cammnist Parties fatled to turn the minds of the native
govertments in favour of the Soviet policies.

The sitaation crested by the dusl nature of the Soviet palicy
posed major difficulties to the Comintern's strategy in Latin Maﬁg
It nay be seen that the Soviet lnion, through the Comintem, vas
seoretly trying to promote revolntichs in Latin Amerisa by underground
activities. But simltanesusly it was also trying to make friemdly
diplamatic relations with the governments of every country in the
reglon, This dual tactic did not succesd, hen the local ‘govemmts
of the continent disooiered such tactics of the USSR, they reacted
| Adiersely. As a remult, the strategy miaﬂrﬁd without producing any
tangible reanl‘b. _ | '

Gortein domestic factors also contriluted to the fallure of |
the Gamintern's strategy in Letin mmerics. It 1o tre that the Latin
 merfoan Comminists were operating in a situstion where a class
conscious vorking class vwas more or less absent. 'mia wzs becmige
during the inter-war period industries were only at a developing stage.
A8 & romilt the Conmuniste could not do mich since the lsbour movement
itaslf wos very wesk. The Gomintemts plan of esﬁabndxing a
Latin American Trade Unien Secretariat to gnide the trade union
movenient thers also did not materialize. The efforts of the Gﬁmmista
to .‘.nﬁ.ltréta into professicnal organizations, the olvil service
and other levels of power were also not fruitful, | lioreover, the impact
of Marxiss.Deninism on the 1!-9.1‘.1.!1 merican revolutiocmaries was aleo
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only merginal. It oould hardly fres the Latin Merican Gummist
Parties from 'oﬁﬁorhmlm‘ md e sense of *geographic fatelim®
vhich vere also deminant ‘taotﬁra in their relations vith )lcgdw. As
& result, the Gommmnlst partics of Latin smerica had always main«l -
undlsotplined and unsaitable to lead an effective olass struggle,
Inevitably, the Gomintem could not keep them striotly on the lnes of
Bolshevign, The effect ves that vaer the Comintem adopted ultre-
revolntionaﬂ policios during the extrenist period it failed o atmct
enou@ revnlntimries als¢ mto its fold,

Politically, except during the Fopular Front Period, the Gmmniat
‘Parties of Latin America faced isolation, Thelr eonta.ota with the looal -
peaple were very m.ua. Even during ths popular .fmnt pariqd, thi_

 taotios deprivad of the local Gammwists their radical image. The

situation improved to some extent only towards the end of the Oomintern
period, vhen thay began to gain the support of peaaanta.and workers.
mié ws largsly becaase during this period, the m movenent, vas
devoloping into a political pcwar of growing importance, ‘mia nev |
dinension to the Gmmiat acbivitics vas glven w a group or pma :
w0 vare dlssatiofied with the soalel, soononic and political conditions
prevailing in atin Ameriea espesially in countries like Chile, Ecuador
and Guba. Thls enabled the Commnists to wrk smong the peasants,
espectally of Mexloo ond Gentral Amerlcas But the. drev_bask was that
there was no ontstanding J.ndagunous revolutionaxry leader to shape things
effectively | ‘

- The Latin tmerican Gommunists had w;fa.&e umill tasks in
implenenting the policies of the Gomintern, Thelr maln difficultles vere
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the abwca of enmgh Spanish pmpaganda matorial and the fact that
in most ‘of the countries the Comunist Parties were cutlawed d.ther
by leglslation or by executive aotion. In some ocuntries the
orininsl laws to protect the intemal and extemal socurity of the
nation and the legal provisions relating to imigration, lsbour,
amed forces, education, political organiszation and publie
\administration vere direoted agsinst the cmmiats.
 Apart from this the Commnists had also to confront the Paad.ata,
who had sn effective platforn with ready-made solnti.ons for every sociow
econonic and politicsl problem in Latin Americs. The emergence of
fasolst parties in most of the Latin Merdcan States proved to be
en effective comtersvelght o the Gommmists. Hitler's support end
M vey of dealing vith the Commnists enocuraged militery dictatorships
In the avess The Roman Catholio Church and its aeuvmes vere also
posed real problems for the Communists. |
D ! serious chancnge faced by the Latin American cmniats vas
the emergence of national political parties, uhich algso poasaaaod some
soolalist ideas. For example, in Peru APRA (Allansa Popular
Revolucionaria Aneﬁoana), by atmoting both the intelleotuals snd the
mon pwplo, bamo one of th- most lmportant partles of the oountry,
In Vwemm&eMofmmiﬁMmWWth
amergence ofvths Democratic Action Party, utabn&ged in 1941, In
Guba, the "Autentico® movement created sn adverse sitiation for the
Goemministe, Simtlar vas the situation in Argentina slso following
the appeavance of Percnista movenent in the early 1940's, ’



'-'es-v

The Sovist-Letin imericsn relations during the Gan!n!;etn period wa
ono of 1imited nomalization aince the continent was by and large undor .
_tha povar and mﬂumce of the t!nited States. m fact that the
United States had serious interest in Latin Anerica not enly precluded
the Soviet Unlon's deep involvenent in the reglon, but aleo left the
La.tin imerican Gommnists pssaimisf.ic about a sucoessful revolntm _
The pessinistic outlook that & viotorious Gamunist rewlution in Letin
America would have to facs a much more hostile oppoaitian _ﬁm |
nelghbouring United States, and the possible ebsance of effective
support fram the Sovist Union, undermined the self-oomfidence of the
Latin jmerican emnniata. |
 In'brief, the Geniater gilded the Latin merican ——
vith two baslo cbjecuvca in viewe In the ﬁrst place it van&ed them to
serve the interests of the Soviet Union, Semdly. 1 wte& then to
build Commmist orgénimuona to promote rewolutionary activities so
as to lead them to establich proletariat dletatorships in Latin mmerica.
But, not i.ntroqnmtiy, ﬁhe sasond obj ectives had bean séaa'!ﬁced for
the first folloving the twists and tums of the policies of the
Commiunist Dnternaticnal.  Is étha{r vords, 1ike other masbers of the
ccms.ntem, the I-a‘bi-n Anor!oan Cammmnists also were mors gubservient to
a Soviat poliay than working as agmts of Gommunist revoﬂntion wm tha _
'ccmintem poliqy vas for extme isolationia and mper rewlutionaxy.
as 1t vas from 1928-1954, the Latin imerican Gwmmists followed this |
line. When the Popular Front was the order of the dsy frqan.BSS -onwards -
for the h\tamaﬁional Commiuni et novaﬁmt, 80 vas it tao for the |
latin merican Commmists, | | N
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