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The conditions of the tta~ljan·s have vastly 

changed sin~;:e independence. F~m C)ne of gloom end dejec~ 

tion. tha pictt.tre of thei·r living he$ changed to that ot' 

hetpe end asp£&-etion. Sincttra eff'o~ta by decU.c:ated social 

WOl:ke~e even ftom pre-inct~pendenoa days en:d cer:t·ain 1ega1 

measur:ee by the govl!Jrnment of inder>andent lndi& have help• 

ed the He:-iJans te b~eak the clt~tche.a of exploitation 

ainc·e centu~iee by the uppel' caste Hindus. The p~$se.nt 

period of time mey b~ V&$Wed ea a phase o·f transformation 

i.n the p~:ocess of establishing compl~tfl' equality by th$ 

Karijans. H.t.etcu~g of ~&.rtaln soci.et!es enlightens ue with 

the fact that no lowe.r Oi: middle cl.ass could ec;hieve equa­

l!\\# with the upp~r clesaee without a:esieta.nce tram the 

latter. The e.ama phenomenon seems to b~ ev.ident in India 

too td, th ~ega~:ds to s·ocia1 ehang.e among the He1:ijans. 

To p~obe into depths O'f s·ueh eociel change among 

the Hsrijane and the resultant confl-'ct between them attd 

the uppe~ caete Hindus t~tas the ambition o.f t·h~ researcher 

of this atud.v • But hie ambition has not been fully reali­

aed in this e.tudy as the ~eeeerch tools in hie hand at th~$ 

·stage ere only of the seconda-ry type. He reeerva·s that fc~ 

further J:eseaJ:ch into the problem. Fo&" now. he is co·ntent 

to discuss end analyse the nature and fo·m of conflict bet• 

wes.n the Herijsne end the upper casts Hindu·s. Tho aeme 

handicap does not enable one to ane.lyse those involved in 
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the conflict in terms of class structure. 

The concepts like "upper caste Hindustn "non­

Harijans," ttnon-HarijAn Hindus" are inter ... changeably uoed 

to convey the same meaning of the term - 'upper casta 

Hindus'. 
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This &tudy is a p&'aparatory exercise which seeks. 

to study the fo~ and nature of conflict re1etlonahlp 

between the Har!jans and the other caste tt.tndats as it is 

cud.ating in AndhJ:a Pt:adesh. A numbs# of studies have 

been dC)na on the culture and sod,al structure of the Indian 

Herijans on ths one hand, and inter-caste re1ationahips 

bet.ween the 'polluting • untouchable castes end 'ho 'clean • 

castes, and social•mobility among the untouchable castes 

on the other hand. The latter hee been studied fl"Om dif• 

ferent ViQwpolnts •• adminietrativa. Journalistic, humeni• 

tarian• political; and sociological end anthmpolog1ca1. 

However, we mav refer to the studies of anthropological 

and so.ciologieel viewpoints, and then state the objective 

and focus of the problem of this study clearly and sharply. 

It 

lt will ba useful if we may discuss for convenience 

aake different studies done on Harijans under three broad 

categories • (1) •ttarijan culture and Gocia 1 st~c::ture' 

ref$~ring to the studies concerned with only cultu~e and 

social stzucture of Ha&"ljansJ ( 2) 'Hetijan eo cia 1 mobility • 

under which $tudies dealing with social mobility of un• 

touchable ceatee may be discu esedt and ( 3) 'casta conflict 



studies• whieh refer tc the studisa en J.nte~·caete con• 

tlicte. 

Perhaps the ee~liest wox-k on any Ha~ijan caste 
• 

people was by Briggs. tte explained in detail the eocial 

and economic life end va~ious eustoms of :Chemers, th~ 

leathe_~~wo~ke~e in the then United Provinces. 1 Anothe~ - . 
ea&'ll' wo~:k· that ft~llowed B~:$.ggs' was by tiunt. WJ:$.ting 

his bf)ok with e missionary aeal• ha gave e v.iv1d account 

of the life of India •s untouchables as they we~;'$ in the 

ea1'1y twenties. fhe1&" conversion to Chlt£.$t~~n.t.ty end 

their· fum belief and determination to continue to be 

thristlane ware elabo~ately des~rl.bedtt Incidentally, man.v 

of tha i11uattatlv~ cases he describ-ed were from. Do•naka). 

region of Andhra Pt:edesh state. Hie matO'riel \1$& d~aw!' 

mostly f~m intomet.lon given by Ch~iat.ien missionaries·, 

bas.id$s his personal obse~etione. 2 

Some have wG~ked 'Pal"t1cular1l' on Andhra He~iJa~s. 

T. R.. Singh has done a dete~led monograph on the- ac:ac.t.a1 

et~ctu~e of the ~adige caste • ita various aspects like 

atz:uctuJ:al units, :kinehip, family and authority, end the 

changes taking place due to land r~forms, democ~ac.y, legal 

ban on untouchab£1ity, u~ban1zet1t~n and so fot:th. 3 Subbhe 

Reddy hae made a campa~ieon of two;· ·n~mportant Herijan cae.tes, 

1. Geo w. Briggs, Tba Cbama·ps; i920. 
2. W. S. Hunt • India' g 9 tatsqsja:te.i ,A NQw £tot t 9 24. 
3. T • R. Singh• TJJe F'adi~JEU, A Studv &n; Smuial Syustu;g 

and.Cbanga. 1969. 
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the Ne1a end tha Medlga, and dealt with inte&'•gMup conflic~ 
4 between them., 

Stephan Fuch'e work an Nima&- Dalahis in ·Madhya 

P~adesh eee~$ tQ fill a gap in anthropological literature 

o.tt Indian low castes. Ha believes that fo~ a sound unde~• 

etanding and true lntt:JJ:pretatian of Indian religion; eul.turs 

and history• e detailed study of l:ndian. non·A~.van low 

c;eatea. $.$ eee$ntia1 because 1 t ~ fnm the ae pre-.A~>ya-n racee 

that. th$ Kind-.t caeteu ih the cou~ea of cent~;,~e e mu$t have 

assimilated many customs end uaagaa whic:h at:e tod$ll ~gardsd 

$$ gen-uine Hindu t~ad~ttons. As a contribu~ion tc fill this 

gap. this baotc describes elabo1'ate1y eoc1a1 f)t.tUcture and 
. , 

~ 

I.P. Desai prepa~ed a ~eport on the water feci~1~ 

t:iea avai1eb1a fa the un.touchables in rural Guja~at. It I.e 

a $tudy of 69 villages. He claasif!ee all the villagee 

l.nto th~ea cQtago ~i&a depending on the pattetn of the avail-. 

ebilJ..t.v of ttie wate~: eou~oe to the untc;uchablest firstly, 

the caste Hindus themeelv·es ps:oviding water to the untou~h­

ablea f~om t.he common we11a secondly., p~esence of watel' 

sources $.)tcl.u.sively to the untouchablest and thizodly, no 
. . 6 observanee of untouchability with regard to ~ate~. 

A compa~atively recent study of fterijans_ £.& by 

Herish Doshi. This is e etud,y on the practice o~ untouch• 

4. N. Subbha Reddy; n-communlty tonf14ct among tht:9 Depree ... 
sed ~astea of Andhta, .. tloa J.q Indio, Vol.XXX. No.4, 

. PP• 1•12~ 

s. ·Stephen ruche• 1.tul Gh&ld£an _qt. HaAA• A StudvAf N&mu 
. Vqlgbis &n \:]adhve f.;a£1f1§b, India, 1·9·5, .. 

6. t.P. Desai• WQM£ F'asi&AAieg .. tar the Un$QlUihflbAee in 
Ruro1 Gu,ia;at, ICSSR Repo'"t• 1973. A detailed report 
on the Gujarat Harijens ie awaited. 
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ab111.ty in Suzrat town, en c.t~ban aJi"ee. The Surat Bhaftg~s 

were p~eviat.~sly subjected to oivit: as well as J:eligioua dt_e• 

abilities. But due to rapid uJ:baniaetion process, they pase 

off at publ.t.e places without eny fear of contempt and hatred. 

The.y $nter Hindu tan)pJ.Ge and dharmashslae undel." U%-ben ano ... 

nymity althou.gh in fea,; of peJ:$Ortal insult.? 

Seve~al Harijan CQB.te$ a~und the c;ountt-y have made 

attempts to r1$e up £n thQ soc:ial h1~ra;ochy, the stimulus 

mainly emanating due to ed'ucati~n and pol.ttidz:atton of the 

Har . .S.jans, and change in the political fQ~m of gove~:nmant • 

Unde" this headl.ng we will discuss· atudie$ which desc•ibil 

such eoc;ial mo.bilit~ attempts of the Harijane. Srinivas 

thinks t.hat Sanekriti~etiQn procaes te never 'lPPlicable to 

Herljans in thQ aense thet they oan. never rla.e up ae a gtoup., 

NowevGr,. there have been at.tempte which have b~ert aueeessful 

J.n one $ense (e.g. to obtain education) end fa11u~e'S irt the 

othett (e.g • to gai·n higher CEi$tG 3tatus ) • 

Cohn obse•vee in e U.P. vi.llege thet formt.t~ly, th$ 

~elations of economic dependence betwe$n tamar$ and 1'ha:ku!ra 

made the village a well•integrated l~cel s.ttuetuJ:e. Out.t:Jid$ 

.employment a.nd teeo urse to Bri tJ. eh courts have .S.nfl uenc.E!Sd 

Camara·• behaviour towarde Tbak~rs whlcb wee one of the mQ.ek 

submisGion. t.o and ac:·ce.ptence of the latter's eutho:tity. Th\SG 

en a·tmo~phfne o¥ open eo nf1ict was c:r.ea.t.~d, though the ~ 
I 

tamal'e faib!id to f1:ee thamselv sa tota~ll~ from th& Thakut,·• 
..... 

T. Herish Doshi, "Usa of Pu_b.lf.c:~P·trdtea un" f'$ci7.itif1a by 
Bhattg.S.s. in Surat; n Jo!l£t1N .qf .§.Aei~.l, /UHt Esonpmit;;, 
StysJ,&g Bt Vol. 2, No • 1 ;. t 9 74, pp • 2·5tia4·t •"' 
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powe~it On the otha2: hand, when the Theku~~ affected bv 

western models of conduct, become more individuated and 

ascula~; end ~elax t~aditlonal caste ;ulea. th$ tamers seak 

to improv.e thai~ statue bv tightening the traditional J:u lee 

of commensa1ity, by giving up de;Jspf.sed occupations, and.by 

adopti~g Sanskritic elements of cuetom. 9 

T .s. £pl!tai.n, who has studied two villages in 

·M.vacu:e., ehows how economic change in one village is followed 

by po1£tical (:hange. whereas per$istence of t~aditlonal eco.,. 

nom£c ·&t:ructure tn anothe~ village is reepon~ible for the 

pe~e!stenee. of its political st~ucturEto ln ~ha latteJr vil•· 

loge, privileges fo~ untouchables like rsee;aued seats on 

the village panehaYat have no meaning. In the fbrmer villages; 

the untouchables have various economic avenue~ end th!s 

tht:eatens thsir ritual re1ationshlpa with their higher t;este 

... ' mas~ere. 

Jeaacs in an acc:ount of tndi$•s lfariJans, whom he 

cells •ex .. Untouchables• 1 desc&-ibes his feelings from talking 

to eK•Untouchablee t'rom different wa1ke of life • Qtudente, 

teachers; civil servants. p11)fessionels end politicians. H• 

is tl:'ylng to lea;r:n what he calls ~interaction ba tween· poli­

tical change and gt:OUP identity •. Though the rendeJ:-ing is 

commendable, it does not offer any eociolagicel insight into 

Harijan problems.10 And~e Beteill.a daacribes the Sansk~iti-

a. Bernard s. Cohn, "The Changing Status of a Depressed 
taste. n McKim Marl'lott ·(ad.) • 'f4~lfJ9ft lndia' StMdiU 
An ~&ttlm_tsmmunttv. t9ss. · 

9. T. s~ Epst~in. aongmiP DeyqAo.pment. end SgcW Sheng& 
in Sq~JJ,.lnd!a• t962. 

10. ftel'Old Isaacs; lnr;Jla•·g £x-Up.tpuc;ha.blgs, 1965. 
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iatiofl attempts of the low c:astes. Many of the Sc.heduled 
t 

Ca$tes people ere adopting caste Hindu names, end degrading 

occupa.t1ans like distilling liquor. o~ tanning an given up. 

thiEf exte.nd·s to food items also. Beef and bevereges ll.k$ 

alcohol ere etcapped from being taken. Dow•y has npleced 

bride•pJ:iC.e, e.nd widow•»emaJ:"r.i.age is abandoned. He comments 

"hat th"Y a#,e adopting modele whieh t.he t~adit!onel elit·e 

have left ·bt)hind. t t 

Hai'Pe~ in an interesting article tries to analyse 

the futility of a social mobility movarnent by an untouchebl~J 

caste in Kai'netake. He desc&-ibee in detail the indenture• 

ehl~ of. the Hole~u~, th~ untouchable caste people, tQ the 
-..... 

Haviks, a B11ahman •a caste people. The Hol~u:ue • subsistence, 

mel'~iage ceremonies end such other ar.ttuele enti~ely depend 

upon the banevo1~ent financial auppo"t fzom the Havik Brabm~ns• 

The Shifting of power locus f~m the Brahmans to the govern• 

mental mechtneries ef'ter 1ndspendenc::e c:f4d not help the Mole• 

'us to attempt mobility movements, sines getting e~$Y from 

the 1ndE;nturesh!p means insecurity :of subsistence and 'pres­

tigeless• mar~iage ceremonies. That is why they dtd not even 

m1grata to other places. 12 K.c. Alexander reports on the 

changes which occu~red among the Pulaya Harijens of' Kerela. 

Forme~l¥ at the bottom -of the hierarchy, they have gained 

g.r:eeter economic l.ndependence th~ugh ectu·cation and laws in 

their favour prohibiting discrimination against them sn.d thus 

Andre Beteille, "The Future af the Beckward Classes: The 
Compat·ing Demands of Status and Power." Philip r;1ae.on ( ed.) • 
JndJ&J §f\d. CQ,Ys}.OD! Un'£.tVJtld, D#Jtarmit.Vt 19 67. 
£dtrlard Harpe·r· USocial eoneequencee of an 1Un$ut;ce~sfu'l' 
Law Caste Movement, n James Silv~rberg_ (ad.) • :!ei.f)'l mqbJ..• 
JJ,1.v. J.n th~ ,C3a\@ ~y,stam !n lndla.• 1'!Hia ... PP• 3 -.65. 



paved tho way for a highs~ status J,n society~ This is mani• 

fest in the changes in behaviou~ petto~ns, tnodeG of dtese, 

oommon eeti~g and d~!nking. The Pulaya e~emple ehowe thet 

a fo~mer untouchable castGt by its efforts. can mak~ it poe• 

sible to ilnp~ve its position and get accepted ae aq.,als by 

tha.highe~ caates.13 

Lyneht tiho studied the Agzta Jetavs. describes the· 

Ptoc:ess of Sanskri'tiaetion that is taking place among them, 

applying the ttraferenoe-group theorytt of Merton and exarnin• 

ing the model of "Sanskri tiaetionu as given by Srinivas •. The 

influence of market-economy, education of Dr. Ambedke~•e 

~JChOctations t.o untouchables t.o conve~t to Budhiem r.ut the 

Jatav movement have been elaboJ:&tely dealt w1th.14 Saberwel 

studied two Scheduled Caste gJ:oups alld a backweu:d community 

1n a small town in Punjab. ln ~ecent times. economic and 

po11t.iea1 systems have increased their autonomy in relation 

to the caste st~ucture. Adult franchise, reservation of 

seats and post$ feu: Schedulad Castesr abolition of untoucha .. 

bility and the othe~ <:onat! tutional safeguards provided, 

utide~mine ttae legitimacy of t~sdit!onal status distinctions 

and the p"miss the lower castes a statue equal to that of 

the t~editionelly higher oastes.15 

Eleanor Zelliot observes that the Mahe~a have the 

capacity to peJ:Oeive the potency of politics to eeeepa the 

eandJ.tions of degradati.on. 16 A commendable W01'k whi:ch is a 

13. 

14. 

1· s. 

K.c. Alex$nder, "Changing Status of Pulaya Harijans of 
K.~rela't tt £sgnqm,is "Pg,Ui.col \iOULv, July 1968• Spa• 
cial Numba~:, PP• 10 1•1075. 
Owen M. l.yneh. !he Pq!itj.es of UQtqushgbiJ.ilY·! ,.Sgc,f.al 
labil.&ty,..,Md $ob~ •CbRJWg-!D a. City ,gf,.Jn¢!iA• t:9G9e 
s. Sabe~al. Statwh f.Jetwgrk ,and tto·b&J.ity in a· Pugjo~Industria: 
!Pwn, t970. 
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velueble addition to the literature on the H$~tijans I.e a 

volume edited by Michael Mahar, cont.aining a va~iety of 

a~ticles by a distinguished g~up of authors. The arti• 

clee sp~eed eve~ such areas as the untouchebla•s role in 

village communities, refoS"m movements etnong t,he untouch• 

ables, gova#nment•a effo~tta to abolish untouchability, th~ 

untou;hable' a response to change of statu·s aftett indepen .. 

dance, etc.tf 

Patwal'dhen attempts to understand and determine 

tbe natu!le of change that has taken place amottg tha Hari• 

Jane of Maha~ahtra in regard to their family, ~tnahip, 

ma~iege petter"s and religious beliefs as a #Sault of 

mlgratie»n, tnduatJOializetlon and urbanization, and the ex• 

tent to which social mobility in matte.:s of economic statue 

and education has been possible for the npo11uting" castes 

in a system which haa emerged afte~ independence; with consti• 

tutional and legislative p~ivilegea and eafegua~ds.18 An 

a~tJ.cle by Punsleka~ describes the Herijans• status. condi..; 

tiona of living and tiax!d'ships they face in times ot' drought, 

famine, etc. To add to these woes. indebtedness hee spread 

ita fangs among them. Having become helpless in such c~i· 

tical el.tuationa, the HariJans once pzotested and went on a 

str,ke against the rich fa~e~e demanding highe:t 1:1ages, on!N 

16·. ileano» Zelliot, "Lea~ning the Use of Political Meanss 
The Meha1:s of Haharaehtra•" R. Kotha~rl ·(ed.), £agte &n 
Indtao PpJ:itic;g, 19To. 

t 7. J. Michael Mahazo ( ed.), The Uotaysbablga in Cqn!qmppraJ;v 
lnd.\a, 1972. 

18. Sunande Patwardhan, .tb..an,ga t)mgng India'& He£Ua1Ul.• 
8AhB£§.Ei)lti!i • A Casg~dYt 1973. 
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to be subdued due to the same kind of situations. Howt=Jver, 

tha ~tho~ obse~:ves that if radical maasu~es e#e not taken 

to mitigate the social and netul'al. euffe.#ings of tha HarJ.• 

janet the conf1£ct between the fterijane and laruilords may 

. . '' be intensifying. . 

There have bean si%eab1e numba~ of studies which 

tocuf!Sed on thf! confli.ote bettteen different cast.ae, not 

nece&sar~ly between untouchable end olean cas~es. The gene• 

•al nature of such conflict is due to factioneliem, cha~len• 

gee f~m athetr eastes to the authority of the dominant caste. 

the tJ:adttional supertiority of the hlghe~ caetes and V$luea 

attached to c;aste) hiera~hy being impaired by modern val~es. 

#aeulttng fnm the forc;es of edu·eationt democtatic fol'm of 

govet:nment, UJ:benizetion, and othel' such factors. We· will 

•efer to some such studies in thle section .• 

D. Silv-e~tsen analyses inter•oast.a relations in a 

mu1ti•caste TenJo·re village.. He has observed a radical 

ehanga in the $tatue ~f untouchable castes in that village. 

1'h1e J.a mainly due to po1lt$.cal influence. Of course. the 

natut'e of the relationship b~tween untouchable castes and 

othe~e has not changed radically. The higher cestae etil.l 

avoid Scheduled Castes• residential areas. The lett.$» are 

ba~re·d f-m the tf-e11s frequent.ed by other caates and· the 

B~ahman st~ats. fhey ere not served by the village washerman., 

19. s. P. Punalekat:. "Harljens of Eastern U .P • Ragicmt A 
P~fil$ on Marginality•" lbe NQ~tb•&agtem Besgaatqb. 
Bulletin~ Vol.VI, Summer 1975• PP• 30•40. 



.. to. 
ce•ente~ end barber. The untouchables and clean ce$tee· 

;;oms to.gathe# fot' spec;i tie putposea only. 20 Henra, o~enat.,ir. 
ie concei:ned wtth coheeloft and c:onf.l.tct in a Maha~aehtdan 

v£ll£lge. He highlights hostility between the Scheduled 

~estes and the higher castes. The concept of pollut!Qn haG 

thus been weakened. The ecavenge.xrs have been effected b~ 

naw age14te~£an· veluee·• b.~t thai~: JJOeition tn the Ba1uta 

~(Jalm~n1) system hea c:1langed VS11y l!'ttla. The leather• 

wotkers have withd·rawn themselves from the B$1uta a~etem and 

$H moving upo·n both the ~i tual end eec;ule~r ladders. 21 

Aiyappar. presents an inte.:esting picture of t raVth 

erl untouchable caste itt Kell'ela, based on a study of e Ke~:ale 

v1Uegs~ The 1ravas have almost achieved equal social status 

through CCJnsiatent end detel'Jllinant s·t#Ugg1e aga~nst th$ uppel' 

ceultea~ They had agitatad aga1n$t distance pollution even as 

fe~ back alil 191 t and later, tor templa entry.. ThE-1 situation, 

therefo~re, stands changed today. All taboos against the un• 

touc:hebles have d1sappea~ed. 22 

Alan Beale end Baxnard Siegel• offer a naw approach 

to the study of inti'a•group conflict based upon ~es(!)arqh tn a 

M1soreart village, and a new Mex.ican village~ Theu ~entrsl 

concern is with •'divisiveness' a natul'al tendency to var4eoi!> 

tiae of canf1.f.Qt J:tegal'ded by the m$mbei.'S of an organisation 

as det#.f.mentsl to the argeniaetion, and hence J:equtrin·g j$Jiltl'o!­

diel action. Exemini>ng some of the 1e:adir:lg a~udies of ~.fi• 

20~ D. Silve~tsen. Wban CQQtQ !hu;Jtif!£@ '~ttU! A ,.St!i!dst .qf· 
hsJral. anct .@aamamAs CbgD.g«i Aa a SQUth Indian VA;lJ.jt~S· f.9 63. 

it. HE9n,;y 0J:en~te£n; iDAA! tonft&ct afld Cqbe~qun ,art .. ;lttd·ian 
Wlessa. t96s. · · 

22. A •. Aiyappane Spcial Reve.lutign .liD a Ke1m·1a. V!&leqe. 19 66., 
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fl.ict. they la.v epeeial emphasis- 1n their $~gument on the nle 

pley.ed by uenvil'Onmental stress and social strain" in the ema~ 

gance of conflict. Though they do not cleim that they are p~a· 

een~ing a fo~mal theol'y of contliet• their tntention ts to 

offeao guid~lines to~ future investigations of social conflict 

end supply some ·ne~ concepts for the analysis of conflict 

&1 tuations. 23 . 

K.K. S4ngh has done a eocia•psycho1og1cal study of 

eocial tension and conflict in two u.P. villages. He qurae• 

•tctrtS the myth th&;tt inter•ceste conflicts p~imarll.Y ·atem f10m 

discrimlntto~y cette values and beliefs. He investigates the 

.p~blemti ea p~oc;essea in en o~ganic eys tetn instead of con fin• 

1ng his observations to pro•lebeUsd catego»ies., The atud,y 

exeminea how tension and conflict manifest themselves. 24 

PetV&thamma gives ne.gative pictu&-e of the changes taking 

.place among the Scheduled Castes. She believes that the 

legal ban ()ft untouchability hae not served its pu~:pose. ae 

the prae:tlce is still common in villages. The welfe~ p~o· 

gJ:ammea to reise the lot of Scheduled Castes are not prf.Jperly 

implemented. lnte~ ... pG~sonsl ~eletiQnships between the Scha• 

dulod Castee and the caste Hindus have detel'lorated. News­

p·apers ere ~eplete with casas of laott- arson, destruction of 

c;ropa; beatl.ng and mu~:der. The conflic.t is intansif,ying ac• 

eording to Pa~vathamma~25 

25~ 

Alan R. Beals and Bernard J. Sisgel. P.iv&si'!Ma!!JS aod 
§..ct;J.sl £t,ntJ.&s3i • Aa .Aotb:saegJ,g,g.tcgl .8ae£AAstl• 1967 ~ 
K.,K. Singh• ~atte1ns gf C.afttf! Tons.ign.•A Stydl( of. 
ID,ft£ .... CGQta Qflf!Aon an£1 CgnfAJ,ct, 19 67. 
C~ Pal:vathammat ttThs Caaa fo~ the Indian Untouchable•" 
United Aaia~ Sept•Oct 1968• 20, S, PP• 219-286• 
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One of the important wo~e on social tens,one in 

I ndla wa$ by G. s. Ghuli.VEh t t is w.l'i tten on the assumption 

that the concept of conflict .te inseparably connected with 

tene1.ctns, and the integ~ation concept J.e an £.nsvitable ec• 

eompaniment to both. The book nvlews broadly the communal 

and the linguistic teneions that have made thef.r presence 

telt' .in India in both the manifest and non-manifest forms. 26 

Vidyanh1 odi tQ.d a book which is a collection of e.eminaw 

papers b~ different scholavs. The main theme £s that techno-­

loglcel pwg~ess hee t-esulted in tension and conflict with 

the envl"nment~ advel'se1y effecting the tr!bal end the aure1 

societies. 21 

Sushila Mehta has dealt WJi.th the zo 1e of tradl• 

tional mechanisms for ~esclving g~up-conflicts in a village 

community and the role of dominant caste and village leads~• 

ship. She a#gues that the bu.llt•in mechanism faile foz: 

valioue eocio•economi~ factors. With the operation of new 

economic fo~cee and tntroduc:tion qf the modaJ:n fo$ of poli• 

tic;el democracy. the tl'adltional sociel inetitutione of thG 

village~ 11ke the Joint•family, the village panchayat end 

the. cas.te-s.vstem have become dysfunctional. Thev are aesum"!io 

ing new fo~s. Their underlying value system is operating 

in c~ntradiction to the na~ values int~aduced by political 

democracy. The ~eau1t is widespread g~up conflicts .and the 

st:uggle fo~ power. 28 

28 .• 

G.s •. Ghurye. SgciQt Ten!Aqns i.Q lQd&a• 1968. 
L..P. Vidl'$J:thi• tgnfJ.ict Tgns!Jm, and,..,Cyl,ty;gl Trend in 
lndia, 1969 • 
S-..snile Mehta, !cutW ,ConfU,c.~a &n a Village. Communi'v • 
1971. 
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One book of h1eto•1cal significance is by Dr.B.R. 

Ambedkru~. an eminertt leader of HariJans who led the neo• 

Buddhist mavement emong the Harijans. Hi$ book is etmng1.v 

cwlttcel of Hinduism wh.tch nou~ished the evil of untoueh• 

abili'y end the pa~allel of tthich is no' sean in any otha• 

soe.lety. He answe~e certain questions in this book • Why 

do thf;l Untouchables live outsida the vJ.lleg~? Why did beef• 

eating give rise to Untouchability? Did the Hindus never 

eat been -Why did non ... Brahmane give up beef-eatin.g? What. 

made the Brahmans bec;ome v~getarians? ete. Dr. Ambedkaz;•s 

thesls on. the o.J:1gin of. untouchability is founded on pro• 

positions like that no »acl.el difference exists between the 

ltindus and Untouchables, that untouchables were onl.v bJ:Okan 

men from alien t»ibes,. that the~e te also no occupational 

bests fo~: untouchability,. that u~touchab.f.lity has ep.l'\tng 

t~m hatred of the bxokan men and their continuation of beat• 

sating, that the impu»ity of the untouchables was att•Abuted 

only by o~thodox Hindu wt:itEU~St end that the untouchablee 

came into being m~ch late~ than 400 A.D., whereas the impu~ 

ae a class was exietiftg even eel'1ier. 29 

A general picture is obt'ained naw after raviewin9 

the lf.terature on Max-ijana and r:aste-conflicts. In Qther 

.wo~da, subjects like customs end culture of' Harijen~,. thei~ 

deprivlties £n the social ~etem,. the influence of new P#i• 

vilegea and rights on thetl!' culture and eocia1 behavl.ou» ~nd 
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and thelzo place in the modeson EWStem a~e touched. The ¢Qn• 

fll.ct studies point out the manifestation of conflict,, \11he~$-!a 

ea eocLal mobility studies dasct-ibe Sanskritizetioft end upwe~:d 

mobility attempts. Thle pzovides the back grQund fo11 under­

e~andl.ng the p:oblem of this study. 

When the pstoblem of tbts stuoy is concs~:ned· wf._th 
(._-

conflict between the Hal'ijana and the non•Harijans1 it ma~ 

be i1e111JVant i;o dieoues bri.efl3r the eonfliet theo»ies aa pro• 

PO'Inded bv ved.oue theor&e·ts-. The~:ef~u~EJ· the next section 

makes en attempt to dig deep into the conflict theo~ias. 

Ill 

Conflict is en important element of eoc1a1 intGl.!­

action. In· the ttineteenth•century Qnd 'he beginning of 

twentieth-cent«.ex-y, c::onflict had been a tcay variable in the 

MazxLart and Darwinian thought. It had been view~d as a 

fundemsntal end constructive pa»t of eo~ial c~ganitation. 

Bt~t it eeemed neglected till ff.fttes of this century. A 

zever$a trend has appea~ed a.inoe then. pa~?tly under the 4n• 

fl~ance of Simmel end Ma~:•• end partly due to the gtowing 

national and ifttt;u:national tensions. The wo~ks of Jessie 

BeJ:nard ·(1957) 1 -.etfis Cosel' (1956)• Ralf Dehrendo~f (19S7) 

and Max tGluckmen ·U9S6) Ulustrete this apptoach. 

Conflict Theories•-
. 30 l. Karl MEu:x cottld oe acclaimed ae th$ clessical 

theot'i.st of social conflict.. "arR•s foeus on the indJ.vi.-
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dual's diffetentlal access to scarce resources and eca~ce 

p0wetl car3:J.ee with it an emphasis on clash and conflict as 

constitutive elements of any di fferentieted society. The 

poteAtla1 for $CtC1sl c()nflict i& inherent in Gvery difteren• 

t1ated er»ciety alnce it syetematic:ally generates conflict of 

interests between persons and groups tbich are differently 

located within the ~oeial strueturee. Social equilib~tlum 

was a apeeial case of disequilibrium to Ked Mar•• 

Simmel see~31 conflict as a part of the dynamic 

by which some men are ch:awn together into •groups•. Thie 

inter•weevtng of social c1~c1se is vie\1ed as part of the 

dynamic both of gtOups end of the i"dividual personalities 

wbel comp.,iae them, SJ.mmel tends to see change no·t as a 

disturbance of' a naturally stable thing called society• but 

stability itself as some tempcu:aJ:y balance among forces in 

interaction.. These forces eire by definition tc) be described 

only in ta~ms ot change. 

CCJaer defines sociel conflict as ne etJ;Uggle ove~t 

values and claims to ecarce status, power end resources in 

which the elms of the opponents a;f:e to neutraliza, inJure ot 

Gltminate their riva.ls • .,a2 His concern is mainly with the 

funct!one. rathet than ~sfunctlons of social conflict. to~ 

example; conflict may contribute to the maintenance of group 

boun.da~:ies and prevent the td thdrawal of members from a 

3t t. Ge.~ro Simmal·• ,Cpnflis.t 
32. t.e~~e Coser; ,TJ!a· rqgc.tions of Soci.ftJ. Cpnfl.$&1; 1954, 

p. 8;.. Also Cqnltmalrtfae.a &a the Studv ,.ef Cgofl&s,, • 
1967. 
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o.,e of DGhl"endort•s impol'tent cont~:ibut.tons to the 

theor1 of social conflict is an impoa'tent diatinction betweeft 

intensity end violence, the two dimensions. of conflict. In• 

tensity r&fa~s to the 'degree of involvement of conf11cti~g 

parties• and violence to •its manifestation than to ita 

oauses·•. 33 The two ~nar vacv iftdependentlN and a~e thertefcu:e 

dietltu;t aspects of any conflict situation. 

Gluckman's tna.i.n thesis, dertived faun wo~rld.ng •£th 

a"throf)ologtca1 mate~iale ftam Africa,_ was an account of nhot~ 

men qya»rsl tn terms of certaltt of their f;ustomar.v a11egiance, 

but ere rest~:alned f¥"Om violence thJ:ough other conflicting 

a11egienQee which al.'e also •nJoined on them by custom. Tho 

~sault is that conflicts in one set of ~elatlonehips• !~l:e:at!-Jto 

~e""'eetabl.iehment of' social cohe$ion.1t34 His furthe&- el.,ebo• 

:rated e.ppr,oach s,,. a at.~bsequent wortc 35 J:sfuses ta cc,naider 

the tema, •societal change' end •soeietal equilib~ium• a& 

pola~ opposites and argues that as equllibrium is observed 

in sctc£a1 systems, disturbance end change are also observed. 36 

Rex mai,.taine that conflict is dlszuptive but 

critictaes the earlier conflict theorists fo~ neglecting 

•la~ga•ecale' di&lturbenc;es in the society. His stand te 

that lntsnat. fication of conflict might nat lead to com_plete 

•evo1ut4on1 but to campromlse and ~aforrra. t-Jhl.ch again might 

be dietua'bed by any imbalance in the e~eting forces. 37 

33. Ralf Dab~endorf t C)ags ond Clggp CqnfMs~t J.n lndurUu;iil 
Sgpi.Jmr• 1959, PP• 2t1•212. -

34. Max, Gl"'ckman; CH&tgm pod §anfl.J.cl J.n Afrieelf 195&t p.2. 

35. M. Gluckman. fglitics. leu QQ$! RityeA &.a f&ibal Spciqt.v. 
1965. 

36. 1b4.ct. p~aso~ 
37. John Rax, KfA¥ .Pmblem.s qf Sqcia-1pgj.ca1 theorv • t9 6t. 
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A mon &-ecent conflict. theo~.tst W.f'. We&-theim 

assumes that human society As in e constant flux $) that 

sudden changes involving a total tZ"ansf'o~tion lllith$.6 

human societies is possible. We~theim calla such a sudden 

change· ae • ~evo1utiona~y change•, in contl'ast to •.gradual 

o~ tVolu,iotte~ change' • Such ~evolutionary _9han.ges· e~ 

eav.£n paasent societies, preceded by a long period of 

g~:aduel impove~iahment. 38 

IV IUE PRgBb.Qi 

It may be eald that all the 1!te~:eture dealing 

td.th the ttar!jans concent~atea upon e.lthet- their eu1ture and 

social stru~tu;oe o~ social change among tham due to the 4n• 

fluanee of variou& social• politicel end &<:onomi.c fsctore, 

T~e~e is au~risingly lit~le emphaSis on the natu~e of con~ 

fl.i•t ~alationehip between the Harilans and the CJaata Hindus. 

What was de·alt with by the sociologists and anthropologia.ts 

was .. !1 ~nei# ~eleti.onah1p b;V virtue of their atNctural poe£• 

tiona; l!t(e interaction baaed on pjmanl !.\\fStCJm and ritu~l 

notions Gf pu~!ty and pollution. 

A detailed study involving eJn ~bae~vat!on of new 

dimen&ions _ot the natu~e of ~elationship between the Harijana 

end the caste Hindus· may bring into light an eme~ging nslf 

fo~m ot relationship. Thla z:elationehip might have brunt a 

ree&fl t of the .1t.nfluQnce of all the politieal. economic· end 

social e.henges 1hat have taken plaeEJ in oul' country since 

.f.ndependenc;th- This eJ-tudy is a step l-n that dl~ection. But 
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this study is limited in its scope. It only seeks ta study 

Her.ljan .- 'ltQn•HeriJan a;ela\ionship through such eecondaw 

sourcos of i.nformation 11ka newspaper JrQPOl'te end official 

•eco~ds as ~elated to conflict relationship end he"ce ie 

vera 1£m&ttd in scope. Bearing in mtnd it,a limitations, 

this study can be conveniently called en •·explot:atozov study t. 

!t may be cu;sumed that in the prQeent social _,.,. 

tex:t a owcia1 dimension of ~elatlonship betweeA the He#iJarte 

and the ceste Hindus is conflictive. One may eslu What f.e. 

the basis for tbis assumption? 

It cart be derived f'JJOm various conflict theo-.~$9 

~hat 'he~e is antagonism• c;leeh of .tnte~este end a desirt~J to 

equal or subJugate on the pa~t of dif'feren~ *clael!:les1 or· 

•gnupa• with diffeJ:ent social statvsee end eutho~i'Y• 

Chaptel'-.11 highlights a pictu~e of educational, occupational 

and economic diffe~ences between the Harijan and the coste 

Hindus in Andh~a. Ta-adit!ona11V• the He~ijens not only ~a~e 

degraded tn social atatua but in the economic sphere also 

they wet.e dowrt~t~dden. No·t going into the que~tian of the 

Ol'igin of such J.nequa1itiee• !t me.v be. obsel'vt;~d· that the 

position of the Harijane was tt~t satisfactory ec:otiomic:~;Jlly 

and socially till independence. 

Prior to independence the Brttish Government had 

•achQduled' the .untouchable castes along with the tribale 

due to their economic and social baokwal"dnees. the Bzoitish 

GovQ!'nment bad mads no discrimineUon, tt.f categories of peopl.a 

like belonging to high Ol' low caatee in a:egard to impa~ttng 

educ~tion, ptoviding jobs and o'her benefits. Actually thair 
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mtssional'iee worked for uplift of 'he untouchables by means 

of pi'Oselytiaation. Their children we~e J.mpa~tod edu(:ation 

and they we~a given financial suppo1:t to pu~ase land Gnd 

improve thei~ econocnto posit&on. But this kind of »eto~rn 

touc;hed only a emelle~ pas-eentage ot untoue.taabla& tn the 

country• yet the lndien society .itself stood as e gztee.t 

obstacle in the w~ of this small degree of reto~m end t~n s• 

fo~at!cn with its ege .. o1d values of absolute hisrerchv and 

no:ma to sustain that hie~archy. P.e:eheps tha Britishe~s did· 

not have e deeper understanding of that teind of value egotem 

p~evailin·g in the count»Y. Their epproaeh was only ona of . 

.tefcu.'ftl·ing the baeic inequalities in th~ Indian soci(:Jty artd 

not aft e~fo~t to effect structural changes toward& e·qt;altabla 

attitudes .• 

CC)neietent humanitariiln effottte b1 dedicated qoc.f.al 

wo~ke~:s 1ika Jyatiarao Phyle;. AahGtma Gandhi end othe~s b~Ot~ght 

to peopl.$'s Hali~ation the social pt:oblfta of the Hel"ij.ane 

which bad till then been p~bebly taken fot: granted by ell 

tha ftindueh All this constituted t..J only a little itllPI:OVt!!J• 

mant of the He~ijans in regard to education, aconomio posl• 

tion and sooial status. 

The datlln of' independence in lndia perhaps bl'Oug"t 

a new ~i.nd of hope to the Karijens. The new government of 

tha now independe.nt courttry sc,ught to change the lot of tha 

Harijane by ltJ:ingi.ng ebout some etruett~ral changes in thEt 

Indian society ~.V legal measures. Such measures we.:e euppoa~d 

to make the Ha.:ijans stand on equal pa~ wl th the ~est of t.he 

Indian society. Conetitutional abo1tion of untouchability. 
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deelaration of Harijan ca9tes t1S ascheduled Cestestt entttl.ng 

tbem to ce•tain p~:ivilegee in the matte~a of education, gavem,• 

mental Jobe, lsgisletiva seEtte pz:oved tQ be of mu"h help to 

the HariJans. G~adually they have becQme conscious of th~.l#­

~ights and thai~ new legal status ~ich they ~d coveted eo 

far. This stage of transfoeetion has given rise' to Ell naw 

aet ot problems. Gandhtji had all along maintained that wt.h.­

out a basic value•change in the minds of the Indian ffindu~,. 

it wae not possible to change the status of the HariJene even 

by legal me$sures.r PJ:ecis$1&~ this relvotance of the people 

to chango their opinions end attitudes towetds the HariJana 

gave rlsa to conflict between the Harijans er.d the caste 

Hind&.as. 

Let us say .it more clearly and ahittp1y* 

'( 1) The Htu:ijane wa~e g~adua11y becoming ewa»e of 

the concessions and ~ights granted tQ them in the dem~c~acv~ 

fuled country., 

·( 2) Having become awaJ:e of et.tch conceseione end. 

t.'ights, they learnt to demand more end more of Oppo~tuni• 

ties for their uplift end welfare which the eonaea:"vative end 

dominant eaetes refuse to heed. 

·(3) All the legal maaeu~es banni.ng untouchabt11tv 

and granting thQ Harijans .. ights and privileges have no~ 

changed their problems to e setisfacto~u l$vel. fhey have 

~emained low in e·eonomtc position an.d social etatua though 

they gained in thei~ access to political power and education. 

Th:$.e hindet-ed them to organize on a large scale • 
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'(4) Tho pa1t.tica1 leadership and ruling leadorship 

having "emainefo the hands of tha upper ceete Hindus. the 

lews abolishing untouchability and giving the tiarijans some 

p&-ivileges have not been strictly implemented. 

(S) Consequently, the Harijans have p~tested and 

agitated against this (for example• the Dalit Panther stU)\18• 

ment) • · Bu' thi$ wae only in cer:tain Harijan concentrated 

pa-rts of t'he eQuntry. Nevertheless, the Harijans in aU 

parte ee~m to assert their rights in isolated moves. 

( 6) The upp·er eestea are resiEJting to grant S&)cial• 

ly thea$ rights An actual terms. Precisely, this ~esults 

in ¢onf14ot between the Harijans and the upper castes. 

Thuo the gist of the e~gument in this section l.s 

that conflict e)(ists in palitical,Seconom£c and aoe1a1 spheres 

between the Harijana aruS the non-..Hari.jan Hin&.s. But b&cauae 

of this stuqy•$ limitation, i.e. basing the arguments on the 

informat.lon derived f~m only the nc;swspaper reports and the 

official reco~ds. it is not possible to test all the hypo• 

theee$ Qteted above. This stu~ can only analyse and find 

out the nature of the conflict between the Harijen.s and the 

·no.n•He~ijan Hi_ndus• rathe~ than focussing on end highlighting 

the basis or root of the conflict. thus, the p~blem is 

11m£. tad in $_cope at this laval of 

the State of Andhra P~adesh. 

v 

The date for this study were collected fl'Om the 

newspapers and the official records. The data were mai.,ly 

obtained f~m two largest ci~culated Talugu dailiGe in the State, 
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I_ form of _.~poris at olaehes. qt.ta"l'els • or incidents which 

reveal de~.l'adation and exploitation of tha He~ijans. teeue.s 

of two dail!es, i.G. AnsUl!A Prgbbe and &ndhlffiA e1idkg fl'Om 

January '• 197t ta D"oember 31, 1975 were •f(l~~ed. There 

hes been an attempt to cheek the manner of reportage .t.n. 

those two dailies w1 th samQ othe~ dallies and weeklies. 

Randomly che~ked, it has "·ppeared that ~a#e· has been no 

fe1se o~ wrong ~eportage. N·eve-~the.less. some ppol'tS hev" 

beer. of·ficia11Y denied, $ome of these official denials· ·have 

$lao bean ~Qpo~ted in the vet:y same newspaper a • Deaide$ 

collecting newspapea: ~aports, effo~ts have a1eo b.,en made 

to obtain !n-to rmat1on f~m the gove.tnmental records. inter• 

viewing State government officials in ce.11tain dspeattments 

1£-ke the Home end the Weltere. Somv NariJe·rt people end non• 

Ha~ijan Hindu& from different walks of life,, have also btien. 

tnterviewed atCI obtain a 'mass• view of the nature of the 

present ~eleUonship between tbe Herijans end the non­

Heu~ijaqs. Afte~ obtaining e gE!naral picture of t.ha situ~ 

t1Qn ot the conflict in the State. it has been decided to 

go to a distri-ct and talk to o·fficials there also. Jt has 

been done and in this regard, Anentapur di.st.~i.et has been 

visited. 

It should be made clear at the outeet that this 

$tudy is only a"- 'e'<ploratoJ-y • e)tercise bef"ore s full•tim~ 

fi$1d•work is undet:taken for collection of primaza~ data. 

A$ such the scope of this problem-. dealt with in this study, 

depends u·pon the e·xtent of inform.aUon obtained f~m the 

newspaper reports and official ree~rd c~ses~ Thi$. hes 

obvious lll.mitationa in the senae that not all tha incid·snts 
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of exploitation or ha~asement of' the Harijans do coma to 

the notice of the press end a~e repo~ted. Further, the 

mess me-dia have a undency to highlight only sensational 

ancl heinou$ tncidentfil tn •heir columna,. In' the c:asa caf 

t.he ~ffictal reco:rd cases too, not all incidents are brought 

to the official notice. E.ven e fetilt tha·t are. ne~t all are 

genutnej as some of the officials of the D!1:ccto ~ate ot 

HariJan Welfare confess. Some complaints by the Harijene 

age.lnst the caste Hindu$ a~re totally false end sometimes 

contemptuous as a :-esult of political enmity between the 

Herijans end the caste Hindus. Given these limitations, 

however-., one. is bound to be struek by the few ~epo~ts col• 

1ected for ~ne pu~oae of this ett.dy whlcd'• tc •epeat ega.in• 

is eR •Eucploratory• study to be fC)11owed by a detailed one 

a' a late~ stage t1h.tcn will em·ploy ell necessary resea~ch 

techniques -(;lnd tap all the possible and available SQut:ees4! 
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SQC1Ul~i£DNOfilC ,JIA~JS§BOYfl!D OF THE !iAB&IJANS IN A•e& 



Tha Statg Q£ 6n~b!ft f£Adesb 

Andh~a P~adesh is the fifth le~gest State 1ft 

lndie in siae (2.75.209 sq.kms.) and also fifth 1n rsepact 

of population ecco~dlng to 1971 Census i43,502,108). The 

State lies in the northernmost patt of South India, bOunded 

by Odase and Madhya P~:edeeh States on the northe·rn side; 

Maha~aahtra and Karnatake States an the West, Tamil Nedu 

State on the South end the Bey of 8f.mgal on the East. The 

enlarged State of Andhra P"adaeh with twenty districts came 

into being. in 1956. Subsequently one molte dietrkt has beaft 

foamed b~£ng£ng th$ total numbat' of fist ric ts to 21 • 

fhe population of Andhra Pradesh at the t971 Census 

wae 43t502t!T08 .,.. males 22 •. 008,663 and females 21·,494,045. 

The eex ¥'atio foa: the State I.e 977 females ftu: ever.v 1.000 

males. The density of the population is 157 pe~ aqua~ 

kilom~t"e· The State 11anks aiacteanth in literacy amon~ the 

States of the lndian Union. The .percentage of literates in 

the total populetion in the State is 24.51 as against the 

all•lftdia figure of 29.·45. Th$ female lite~ate populatiQrt 

has int;hased fxom 8.45~ An t96t to 15., TS~ in t971. Though 

the overall literate population has inc~esaed fzom 21.2 1ft 

1961- to 24.57 lft 1971, the State has i'allen to ei)Ctat:tnth 

poslticn in 1ttaJ:ecy fxom tenth position in 19 61 • 

Telugu is the pl"edominent end official language in 

ttl$ State. U"du is largely used in the Te1engana •eglon 

that fo~:maJ:~1Y constituted pert of the e~etwhlla Hydetabad 

State. Hlatory divides the State into three zegions .­

Rayaleeeema comprising feu;~• districts. Circars comprising 
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eight dlatricte and Telangena compris.1rt9 nine diatliicte. 

The forma~ two $~e ~ogGthe~ know~ as Andh~a Qgion. 

2 

saa&ai !siiH&SMift 

lt is not e.aey to arrive at a uniform pat~e~n 
ot hierarchy of all castes from all ovel' the State. Yet 

the~e is li-ttle dtfficu1tv £n granting the th~ee Jh!&JA 

(tttlt:;a•born) castes h!ghe~." status ee !s o:~af.ned elsa• 

where in Indio. 

Lek$hmsntls give a a soeiogxPGm .i"di eating th& ~e-

1at.J.ve position of each caate .f.n Andhl'e in the h!e~tas:ch1• 

cal scale es also the commensal patterns.lt 1 B&'ahmana t)re 

placed at th'& top in the hle1tarchy. Jangamee a1nu:aat equal 

them in $tatua .tn Ra.va1aseema. They are the Saiva temple 

priests., ttowovar, they do not occ;:upy th$ same position in 

coa&tol Andhra '( Cucara). Though Lakshma ntla places Goll$.$., 

r<.umma~is• Padmasal£.e. etc. on equal f'ooUng, and lowe~ to 

Redd.ith Kammas. Talaga&, etc.,2 this doe$ not seem tq be 

\rue at least in Rayeleseema where Golla$ ·(cettle•ha~de£'s) 

a»e treated equal J.n statue es are Reddis and Kammae end 

the..v enjoy e highezo a_tetus than Kummarie (potte$). 

1. t. Lakshmenna. Casta Dvoam&;a J,n .v&11J39IIQS!&a., t973, 
P• 32. 

2~ lb&st. p.3t & 32 •. 



Cas.te Status Stryctaa in Andttra Prjjdesb - Laka,bmaona•s Sgcyg:ram 

BRAHM A 
GROUP 

BRAQMAN.S 
(A) 

I ~ RAJUS (A) 
~ ;«SHATRJYA.S~ 

KOMA-. ({. 
TIS (A) 

BONDILIS 
;:> {B) 

.IANGAMAS 
(B) 

PANCflA l 
REDDIS~-)<AMMA~ fE AGAS~BALlJAS~ELAMA~ ~ KALI GI$ . LIN A YAT t.lNGA 

~
) f (C) .a; KAPUS (C) I (C) & GAVA.<-~·-~· BALlGAS~BAt.IJAS 

o/ ( {C) . W RAS CCJ ~)C) (C} 

ID GAS<E: :rGOLlA~ 7 tlJr-tMA-.....- 'UPPARAc '>KURABAS.. ?>PADMA-~DEVANGAS THOGATA 
GAVNDL- (D) RtS ~ ES "' 7 (D ~SALIS (D) < 7VE:£RA• 
AS & t (D) (D) ([)) l KSttATRIYA 
SEGADIS · {D) 

(D) 
YAfdADIS BESTASBKAYA'LA~VADDES ~)MUTRA- NAMBI OR 

(£) '{--)&. MAD- DORAS (E) ~SJ\S SATAN. IS 
DIS (E·) ·(E) : ··1' 

(E) DYAS ~ >PERIKES 
-----(f) (£) 

MANGA~CHAKALIS MEDARAS~ '-ERUKALAS 
US '- /l(E) l(E) ~ {E) 
l (E) . ? PtCfU·KUN- D0~1. A-

-J! .J, TLAS ( E )~RAS ( E l 
DAKKAL~ ~ADIGAS MALAS THOTl f.1UCHIKIS 

(F) ~ ('F) (F) (F) (f) 
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3 

fbo f!adflll!. 

Acco~ding to 1971 Census,. there e~e 60 Scheduled 

C~stae in Andh~a P-..adesh. A l.ist of the Seheduled teatea 

ecco~dl.ng to 1·9 71 Census in the State ia g1 ven in one ot 

the fo~lot!li.ng pages, An Advieo~v Coml1l1ttae epp(Jitt.ted .ln 

June 1965 'to revise the liSts of th$ Scheduled Castes and 

the S~hodul~Jd T.tib~nl recoMrn11u1ded only 39 eaetes out of '0 

t.o be tz:uly considered es Schedul"d Castes~ 3 Kowever. nQ 

«:hange wee effected duRing 1971 Census and the numbs~: ~•· 

meined the $amo• &.e. 60. 
l 

Amt:mg the 60 S~heduled Castes in the State, fbuJ: 

e~stee ere spread throughout the Steto. Thsv are Chalevad$.~ 

Chemar, Madiga and Mala. Aanong thes.e fcu11• Madige end Mal& 

are fairly lt)tger in nl.tmber and &l'e preo&nt almost in everv 

vi.lloge. They are the typical rep~o$entet.iv ss of tha Heri• 

Jane of Andh»e Pradesh. So 1e-t us coo cent ~ate on these two 

untouchable castes. 

The Harijens come under the fifth group or in the 

words c:tf HuttQn, • a)Ctario~ castes•. By virtue of' their 

traditional occupation which includes ~itually defiling end 

polluting teaks ltke car~ying e.sr~ion and digging gra¥es, 

thai!:' very touch is considered polluting .. 

The Males and the Madigee, though both ere con~ 

sidered as untouchables. among themselves thel'e is constant 

3. Depertment of Social Security,. Gove~nment of lnd1e; 
!Qpgr$ Jitf She . A<Jv&ao£Y. Comm&ttge en tbg fovisj.gn q~. 
U.ata· at:. ~chedylecj tsstms Md Sched}lled;u.bea•, '19 7• 
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Qonfll.ct about their zoelative status. Bv' ot.het: Hindu castes 

seern to g~ant the f4a1as higher status than 'o the Madigae. 

Reddy hee listed certein actlvit.tee whlch are ex:clue1ve1.Y 

eoeigned to the Mala and the Mad1.g~. fhaee aret "(t) th$ 

oftice of the village ee,vant and thi$ entails manual essie• 

tence to the village ottieers .t.e. tho Ke:rna·rn (aecot.tntant) 

· end the Mun!U f ( heac;tmen) t ·( 2) disposal of the dead vil1~·ge 

cettl&# ·( 3) digging of graves and the two important tasks of 
Q 

QeptuJP4ng etac'J. fieial animal a~d c·utting its na.ck du•£ng tha 

feetlv.al of t.he village goddess.j; These duUee tn certain 

dl.ett-icte f$·l1 to the Mala and elsewhe~a to the Madtga. end 

the~:e 4s no f.ltced ~ule •. tt4 

ltl)th the Malas end t"e Mad$gae _,rk as agl?.lcu:ltu~ 

tt~~al labou~tt_.,s.. Malas p~vide addit1(U1Q1 'hand$ whQtuive.- I$~ 

qulpd to11 hy tha ,.on•Bt'~hma,. higher caatee• fo~ exsnple 

c·arl'y£ng a ftedd.v• e luggeg$ f. :om a nearby- fa f.~ to the vJ.1-leO$. 

Madigael al'e tr"d! tionall.v lee the :r-worlcer s. They tan the sk·itt 

and make lea.thet a~tiolea, like ohePPa1s fer vill~trtlJ~s, for; 

whic;:h they a~e .paid in cash or kind. They a~e also th:e 

cera-ion die posers and du~ing the fea..tiv s1 oc:c~sions like 

ma~riagea and ceremonies tn honour of the village;· d~ity, 

they sene s.s cb:um•beater$ and seedficers Gf the sacrificial 

an!wnela. 

The fttnda~ Gt,ds·, RatnG • KJ:iohna, Venk'ateswara, Lalcshmi •. 

etc. at-e also worshipped by the ~1elas and the Madigas et their 

ham~s. They e:te not allowed to ent.~ villag$ temples·, ·AG1tfu~~ 

4. N.S. Redd_y. "Cummutlity Conflict .among the depraa$Eid c.aatEJ.a 
of' And,h·x>a•' t'flQ AJl.Jndlat 30, PP• 8-9. 
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theg e~:e allowed to build thelt- own temples J.n thiilr loca• 

1$.tles, Thay ~an only buUd templ$$ fot: theb oeste dettiGEh 

The vil1$ga watchman a"e gene~a11y the Males. 

The total population of the Schaduled. Castes £n 

tha State in 1961 \#as 4,973 •. 616 fo~mirtg t3.B2~ of the total 

populetion J.n th& State, By 1971, it he·s inc~ea$ed by nee~• 

1y t, 4tJ'. The total population of the Sr:hedu·le.d Castes tn 

1'97t stood at 5,174.548, i,e. 13.27~ o~ the State popul.ia• 

tion ·(Table-.!). 

ttSpec1a1 Teblas t'o~ Sclledu1ed Ca$ta&~t t;um 197t 

Census ere no' ,yet bt-ought out. fh$~Psf~r$; it is not cle.ar 

how tha lite.1'a_ey and va~ious occupations al:et spread among 

the S.ehedul.cd C$a,toa in t9Tt, tfot1evor, scccu:d!ng to t961 

Census. 8.·4?% (!Jt t.he Scheduled Caste peQpla were found to 

be 1£te~atos wheraa$.· 21,191J& ot ther total general pQJ)u1etion 

!n the State et:e litet#a.tes. Males ·(13 .. 43~ snd 30.19~ re$• 

pecttvel,y) dominettild over females 134140' and 12i!-O~ ~$$pee·~ 

tt.vellf) among th.s Sehodul~d tastes and gena~al pQpuletion, 

Ltte~acy rat.e was highe~ in t·htll urban areas than ott the 

r:ural side• a$ one would neturally e:cp~;JCJt,~ F'o~ the Sch&• 

duled Castes tt is 21 • 6'l~fo whe~eso for the gene :ral popul$• 

tion it ic 41 • 18~ ·(Tables v. Vt end VI X), 

The working o:rr non~wortd.ng patte~n shows some in• 

ter$ating features· (fables Vl tl and IX). The Schadu~e.d 

Ca-ste t10t'kerEJ are more in ntunbe~ ( 6t ~57~) than the gener$1 

pcun~lation wo:rkere {51 • 91JS).. I·n the r:ate~r.v of aeeupaticn$ 

ot workers were ine)lu.ded such d.tve~ee o.ccupetiotta ss culti"[it 
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va'l"'"• a~u:otcul tural labour~ mining and dlied activities, 

houruthold induet~,y, const~ucUan, tl"ade a-nd comme.n:e, end 

tStanapo~t.. Tanning and ca#I'Ving of hides and Gk#.ns; an4 

ecaveng1ng wera no• £ncl*lded tn the ca.togory of -~king oc~u· 

pattons. They were treated as uspec1a1 Occupationsn. N~t 

SUJ:P#olsl.ng is the fec:t that l'u1'al 'Grkers out.numbru: urban 

wortce~G"' 

A$ fer ee con~entntion of the Scheduled Cal:)te$ 

J.n 1961 wa$ conottl'nad ·(Table II) • .lt is net su~rlstng thtft 

lt wae mo~e· on ·the W#al aide (t4 •. 88~) than on the urban 

Oide ·( 8. 807U • Karlmnagar distd.ct ~ec4)rded the highe at pa·­

centagt;t of the Scl'taduled Castes (19.44) cloeel.v followed by 

Adilabed it8.54} and ~tahbubnagar ·(t8.35).. Guntur district 

recorded 1oweet percantaga '(5 •. 24). In t97t t lt is Ne11o~o 

which hea reoo~ded highest pa~:ceh•ege ·( t9. 73) while 1 t wae 

nl,nth highe.&t ·(t6.49~) in 1961. Guntu~ ~glstered 4.80• in 

i9?t. Th., tnc~eaQ$(! '" the Scheduled Caste percentag.e in 

Ne1lo&'e d£et~ict could be only described as • phenomenal' es 

ce~tain pa~te of it we~e integ~atad into a new distt'ict• 

tlame1Y •P~akesam•. Guntut:' e decreased percent age a1 eo could 

be att~ibuted to only thet. The inc~asse could be fll·e to 

thts bt~th•rate inct:eaQG or migration o*' both. Now eva~. it 

could be onlv en assumption till we get final statistical 

data »egaJ:d!ng the Scheduled Castes from t971 Census. 

Most of the cultivators among the Scheduled Castes 

de.~A.ved their lend fmm the Gove•nment-. l\ accounts fo~ 

about 781J& at the Scheduled Casta cultivating hous.eholda. 
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ThQS$ h01·d£ng lend pe·~tly from ths Gov,e*_tJfD~n:'t· and P$i't~V. 

ftom p~iv(Jte pe~GQns numbe~r hi_gh$~ tbf)n th& n~.~mbe~ .g~ 

pt.urso.f.ls ho.1d'.l.ng land· f"m only private person.s f~ab.-1~ Xl~ 

l:.et.kshmanna has .rb~de a Qu~ve.v of hi,h. $:cihti0.1-

$c_h8dul-e· . d· Caatm. 'll!!l-,&ucte· n· t s a U,;1 .. ~ .... ' •' .~. ~ ,·· ~-~...:-. di~-~ . •'. . iii!--~ wll . ' .. n ... s Q"u~y,~. ~n~ .n ®~n~ . 'fill. 

ttActs of Andh.re PJ:a~hn~h in f-9·14 deals.. wf.tJ:t. $u~b'· -~$P,.e¢tJ~ 

as th·ei# economto s-tstU$:1 fem~J.¥ edf:!cra,~:t~'lfiJ ba~:k_gl'Ound~-
-~ . . ~ 

the£r utiliaetioa of aQ.edemi:e and ha$te1 fjc~~*~ij-~-~~ pa_-1-i• 

ttcai ewa"nes~,. the natu~e of t'$latioMhip b~·~_w(i~r)- teeeha~:s 
.. 

and the Scheduled Caste :EJtud·t;,-nt~ $.nd $.~ oth HiJ g'ives: ~~"' 

u.eetul in·fo~matton. 

fill tho time of the &tudy,. ~~.,a:~ f9?-3:o.f4 it t~; 

stated that the Statf,t Govez:nmE:m* CfPent Rs~.'38 c~*as on th$ 

Scheduled testes s£noe 1'9'56 onwa~ds When ttia m, ~ar:ged ·Stete 

was tormed. The amouftt wee .s.p~nt tQ\>J:fltds :provf. ding: ttnt 

st~:~dent e fee con~E)a~icms, $~holia~shtps.. b-oa'~'11 fQcJ.~i~tt~eG:; ' . 

books; etc. ~nd d$v•'Jopment·.al activS.ti.e~ l4:'k$ b4lidi·tjg 

hcruses for the Sch~dUlod Ca~tes, tir~d~•d.ng them in va-r$.-p_us 

£,.dust;:;iet:J, p~vidi-ng drihking water f~c£1iti$~'•~ ~tc. 

The State Governrne·nt ~vid(!s ~;4~ t:S$e:rva,tjc;U\ f,o~ 

tha· SChedf,.t1ed Caste:s $.n CUrQct rae~uitm·ent, dl~h t:f& e· 

Wh~l$ 02: a P.a~t ttu~i'eo·t. if nc;t fill-ed in a pa-~t~ui~at ~~r, 

£e ea~~ied fcu:ward to the na~t yeaJ:. 

·'-t;akshma·nna ana lyeha:s vattious· f.aoto~a he c.h~q~t- wl-th. 

Fo.&- &)(ample •. analysing political awaraf!~.$s of' :t~~- ~ehedul~-~ 

CeJ3te .s-tudent'S, he finds- ·tllat atJout ·till:~ $.·~ud~-~s o~t at 462 

e¥."e .w!)~tke~s of di f~~re~ pq,t,iti(:et1 p&rt·~¢.-s li:IC;Eli: qfin'~ctra:~s to) 

s. 



end trH • CPl., Socieliet, Swatent&-a, Republican aRd Jeneangh. 

And ·to a ·queGtion whethe~ they are ewa~e of ~eservatlon of 

gove~nment poets, t?T out of 462 soepl£ed positively tnd.i.eat• 

1ng the* e siz·e$bla numbeso 1& con$e1aue of their privileger:h 



,Ihgugbsuat *bez 5tmte 
t. Cttalavad£ 

2.. Chamar-. Mochi or Muchi 
3. Macliga 
4~ Mala 

eapuJaatign 

t .s4t 
7,304 

2t14T.&T9 
1t'145:,4G6 

TJ\DMabAYt &bi 5Sato &asap$ &tla dig,ris.tta pf .Hydg• 
rabfi.!b Jiab}zy~gaga;. Ad&Jabad. Nizamftb&(!I 1,.M@da~, 
JSar&mnuare . il£!09§\• Kba,mmam and tJa"gqnda. 

1. AdJ. Andhra S9s,ooa 

2. Adl D~avld'e 37.459 

3. AiQUndhatiya 

4. Ba~:iki 

s. Bovu"£ 
6. thacheti 
7. Chanda1a 
a. Dendaet 
9. Dcm, Dombe~, Paidi or Pano 

to. Ghasi, Heddi or Relli Chaohandi 
t 1 ~ Godaga:ii 

t·2~ Goda~i 

13. GosangL 
14. J'.;ggalt 

1 s. Jambuvulu 
16. Medaei Ku~va Ol' r~adaJ:i KuJ:uva 
t 7. Mala Dasu 

ta. Madiga Dasu, Mashteen 
19. Matangi 
20., Mundale 
21. Paky or. Aoti 
22. Pambada or Pambanda 

23., Pam£di 

24. Panchama o~ Pariah 
as~ Re11i 
26. Samban 
274 SapJN 
28. thoti 

85.220 
9.,905 

887 
6;829 

34 
5;581 

15 043 • • 

t;725 
1,69D 

f02 
GS 

2,4·BSJ 
.9.S4.9 

41'6 
26,834 
4.223 

642 
5t5 

3,.826 
952 

4.593 
1?,881 
38 .. 845 

4 
418 

3,523 



t. Anamuk 
2. Atey (Mala) 

3. A»:wa (Mala) 

4. Beda (Budge) Jangatn 
s. Bin41a 
6. 8,Vegera 

7. thambhas: 
8·. Dak.kal ( Do.kkelwat) 

9. DhoJO 

• 34 "'" 

10. ~lama1war ( Ye11ammelawandlu) 
tt. tfole.ve 
ta. tt01e.va Dasa"f. 
t3~ I<Qlupulvandlu 
t4. f4ah$~ 

t S •. Mala De sa~£ 
16. Malo Manne£ 
11.. Ma1•4 al}gam 
t·&. Mala Me.~stt 
19~ Male Sale (Natkani) 
ZO ~ Male 9-an.vas! 
21.. Nang 
2'~. Meng Gamd! 
23. Metlna 
24. Meeh.t1 

25. Mehter 
26. Hitha Ayyalva~ 

21. Semag~e 

28. SindhQilu (Chindollu) 

Total ••• .. •· 

3.o~t 

3,152 
4.2t8 
t.e4o 
S;i1t 
5,903 

2.833 ' 
t.to9 . 
t,92G 

S9fJ 
3?1· 
154 
675 

tt .141 
7,493 

t01 
5,296 

SC$5· 
54.290 . 

52 . 
t1 ,4.S.G · 

123 
46.344 

824 
3t126 . 
2·.542 

119. 
2,220 . 

5:t71'4,548 



Total/ 
\'eaa: Rtt~al/ 

Uzban 

t9lt 
T 

R 
u 

196f T 
R 
u 

.TABLE I. 

1pta1 •. Rqrel st0$1 U£ban Gl!Qft£al PgauJatiqn gnd ~cbpdttled Cas$e PgDgigtj.pQ 

Of Andbb Pzadeg!! J.O 12&1 and !2U* 

GENERAL POPULATION SCHEDULED CASTE POPULATION 

PERSONS f!JAL£5 FEMALES PERSONS MALES 
43#502,.708 22,.008,.663 21.4,4.045 5.774 .. 54:8 2.,921:.416 

3s.toa. te1 17 .• 698.24·7 t7.40f-.934 5-.09'2.130 2.580;.275 
8,402.521 4., 3f.U.4t:6 4.092.t11 682,418 347.t4t 

35.983,447 t o,.t. &t .• 6ft 1'7.821 .. 716 4.973,616 2.512.,325 
29,708,.939 14.9'45., tt2 1' 4-..763-.2~7 4.,421.,528 2.233.224 

6.274.,.508 3.2t5.9'59 3,.05·&.549 552.098 279.10$ 

*All sta-tistical informa·tLon in this table and the following 
tables is ¥rom fansu s pf lnd&a. f9 61 and t9 71 , Vols. I. & I I 

fEMALES 

z.&47.,132 

z.s11.ass 
335.271 

2,4&t •. 291 
2.188.,.394 

272.987 



IABJ.E IJ. 
P!U£QIQtages .of Sc;btte\u).,ed Cggtgg tq the tptol RAQu,&gtiAD 
aod ol§g fAB &he rural .and .sudi!i!\ ,g;egaJ.n the Stfttg aD!l 

&o gacb di&tur&sl 

Stute/Distelct 

Andhra Pi'adesb 

1 s.a.tcakulaat 
2 V4ehakapatf\am 
3 eaet GoctaVal'l 

· ~4 Wet;Jt. Godave2l 

S Krlshne 
S Guntt.t• 
1 Nellen:e 
8 Chittoott 
9 Ct4ddepah 

tO Anantapli# 
t1 Ku~naoi 

t a ~ahbubnaga~ 
t3 Rvderebad 
i4 Mectak 
15 N1•amGbad 

1.' Adilabad 
t t t<arimnagatt 
t8 Warangal 
19 Khatmnam 
20 Nalgonde 
2t Ongole• '(P~akeaam) 

Pe~eentages of Scheduled Ceetas 

Jl t~6t . . . 19'71 I 

Total. iliaoa1Ur6an fotai Riu:al Diban 

~t4.&& a.eo u.n t4.st 

9.4a 9.st e.s9 t.a1 9.3s a.os 
a.os a.1o 1.9, t.91· 7.76 e.4s-

1T,S2 19.46 9.54 t6.11 18~48 9.60 
t5.40 tG.ao 7.,s 14.33 t5.87 ?.20 
tO.TS t2.44 s.as to.os t1.99 4.89 
s.a4 5.76 3.29 4.80 5.24 3,46 

' 
16.49 1?.58 ., • 61 19.73 22.0:t ?.54 
t7.76 19 •. 16 '·'9 17.46 19.t4 6.?t 
tt.OT tt.95 s.a9 to. sa tt.93 4.54 
t3.31 t4.65 7.30 13,tG t4.52 s.a3 
10,21 t0.84 ?.89 11.24 1t.90 8.,61 
ta.3S t9.34 9.49 t&.a4 t7.73 t~ao 

15.82 22-.06 t2.02 t4 .. 0T 2t.49 10.22 
1?.o6 1T~&9 g.,ss ts.as 16,54 a.46 
ts~~' 11.01 9.42 15.23 t6.53 a.4t 
18.S4 19.25 14.66 t7.62 18.20 14.55 
1,.44 aa.•s to.ta te.a2 t9.76 tt.oo 
f6.96 17.55 12.62 15.87 t6.8t 9.80 
13.52 13.t4 16.28 12.26 t2.22 tz.so 
tT.tt t7.78 t0.60 15.89 t6.28 t0,52 

- - • 9.26 9.92 3.98 

*Not faMed !Dy 1961 • lf'lc1uded only in t911 fot- tha f.t.~st 
time. 



Pe~entage of s.c. Popu1et1on to Total 
51. 

Dittt~iC~$ 
Population 

No. t961 191t . 

' NelloJ~e 16.4' t9.?3· 
2 Ke~itnnega~: 19.44* ta.aa 
3 Adilabed 10.-54 tT.G2 
4 Chittoozo t1.1S 11.46 
& Mshbubnega~ 18.35 1G.84 
s last Godava~i tT.62 t6.11 ., Nelgonde t7.tt 15.8' 
8 We~:enge1 16.86 15.8? 

' Medak 1T.OS ts.as 
10 Ntzem$b&d tS.96 15.23 
t1 West Godave»l 15.40 14.33 
12 Hyderabad ts.ea . 14.07 

• H1gh&$t in respective yee~. 



Total/ 
Ruatal/ 
U'~:.ban 

T 

u 

196t 1971 -····--·--·---.. ----.----··---·-------·----.. ---.--------
Pe~eons Males· Females Pureons Mal~a Yamates 

o.eo 9.68 8.93 s.t2 a.,os a.t9 



To-tal/ 
GeneJ:Sl Populetloit Scheduled Caste Popu.lation 

Rural/ Literate a lll.itera~es . t.i t·erate.a llli~erates 
Urban 

P-e~sons Males Females Persons Malea ,emaies Persona Melee Yemalea Persons Males Females 

T ?1.-19 30,19 t2.03 78.8t 69.81 81' .• 91 8 .• 47 t3.43 ~~.40 91.53 86.57 96 41.:SO 

R t6.85 zs.t4 8.45 93.15 74.86 91.55 6.82 f.1·.o~s 2~50 9'3 •. 1·.8 88 .• 95 97.SO 

u 4t.TB 53.,2 .2!J.33 58.22 4~ •. 38 1B.67 2f.68 32 .. 53 t0 .• 59 78.~2 61 •. 41 85J.4t 
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and 

A11dhra flncleah 

'· Swlk ·kul 

z. Vlahakapa • 
3. £aat ·Godavar 

•• W.et davad 

5. Kriahna 

'· 6untuz< 

7. 11 - ~· 

•• c ' a 

'· Cuch.S.p 

to. 

''· , ....... 1 

t 2. Mabbuatneo•• 

t3. Hyderabed 

14. Nectek 

t5. liz .... 
t&. Adll.._d 

17. ~1 .,.. 
a. Vanngd 

''· IC 

20. •1 nda 

G.P:J f 
I 

"1 llUtente 
.c. ....1 .. 

tlon 

14 , r 

G.P. tao 100 , .... , 9t.5! 
s.c. too too 11.95 97.50 

·'· 100 tfJD n.~ , •• 32 
s.c. too too IT.I4 fl. 
G.P. 100 too 
.c .• 100 too. 

G.P. tOO t D 
.c. taa· iDO 

G.P. 100 tOO 
s.c. 100 too 
&.P. 100 toa 
s.c. 100 100 

G.P. 10 
' 0 s.c. tOO tao 

G.P. 1oa 100 73 .. 43 90.57 
s~c. , 0 too 85.30 ''·'5 
G.P. tOO tao 

''·'' 92.92 s.c. 100 tOO 89.14 98.56 

'·'· t 100 "·2' t3.00 s.c. tOO tOO 15.41 91.56 
&.P. tOO 100 Tl.t.C ,4.55 
s.c. 100 too 22 98. "PP 

..... tOG tOO m. Tt t3.2T s.c. t too .,.o, 91.3' 

'·'· tOO 100 11.42 96.03 s.c. tOO 100 ts • .c• ''·n 
G.P. to tOO :rs ss t4.n s.c. tOO .00 91.26 98.12 
&.P. 100 , 0 n.oo ''·• s.c. 100 100 , .. ,, 9.3T 

'·'· too 100 10.92 9S.2T s.c. 100 100 95.00 99.10 ....... tOO too 15.to 97.11 s.c .. 100 t 0 , .... , "·" 
G.P. 10 tao .,.,. ,6.51 
s.c. too tOO 95.29 99.71 
G.P • . tOO fDD 10.10 95.75 s.c. tOO too t.t.tl 99.Sf 
G.P. 100 too 11.17 93.93 s.c. tao tOO t2.J3 , •• ,, 
&.P. 100 tOO 10.14 95.0 s.c. 100 100 t3.6t 99.62 

G.P. & Gen•ral Populat on 
s.c. a Scheduled Ceate 

s egli .t.ble. 

' Utarata Pzl• ry ee 
(Withou Ju:nior 
educaU nal ale • 
1• 

M f M f M f 

-
14.33 s.N 7 '' 2..52 t.to o.ot 
7 !' 17 t .1 t 3 o3 a. 73 0.25 o.oz 

''·ea •.fl S.1D .03 o.as D.OJ 
9 IT t .41 2 .... a.z• a.t1 ,. 

' 11 42 3 •• .1t t.ta 0.13 .a• .set •• 2 2.4 o.z& o.tz 
to. T1~.2t '·'· 4.43 t.ST o.to. 
10.66 c.s4 6.36 2.21 a.,l o.a, . 
I'T. 72 12.32 t .26 8.32 t.n o.tt 
f1.ll 4.9 ' 50 2.91 0.51 0.14 

''· 8 '·'' 
t4.34 1.13 2.09 D 19 

11.42 • sa 6.95 2 • .., D.65 o.tt 
20.2t ta.M 11.15 3.99 '·" 0.11 
16.89 4.24 T.23 1.51 o.to o.os 
1 .42 7.t5 , •• , 2.11 t.zt o.to 

.11.31 2.5 3.09 o.sc 0.30 o.aa 
11.3t C.l3 a .. ss z.ts t.H o.to 
T.M t. 3.tT 0.43 a.ts 1.01 

22.56 5.42 T.D1 1.13 · t.t4 o.os 
't .37 '· ,. 2.95 0.21 0.21 0.01 

''·'' 4.37 
5.10 1.04 t.to 0.04 

7.,4 1.06 ,_,., 0.22 o.tt 0.02 

19.71 s.zt •• ,. t.4J f.ZJ u.u:a 
10.,, t.32 z.C4 a.JO o •• , o.oz 
, •• ,, 3.52 3.0, 0.4J a.,, o.oz 
3.9e o.z.c o.s, o.o.c 0.02 • ,,.3, 4. 5 3.17 0.56 0.11 o.o, 
1.21 a.t3 t.36 o.z .. o.to o.ot 
l.ST 1.21 2.t4 a.m a.•t o.oz 4•'' o.QJ ... o 0.03 o.oz • 
9.91 '·'' 1.39 2.02 o. '' o.N 
2.63 0.10 2.33 0.20 0 04 •• 
T.co t.ts 6.2t t.Z2 0.4t 0.02 
3.3z o.t9 1.11 a.t2 o.o •• 
'· .,. 1.72 1.49 t.JD o.,, o.oz 
3,04 o.t2 

'·'" a.t2 0.01 • 
tO.TI 2.20 7.92 z.ot o.so o.o• 
3.0T 0.,24 '·' o.tY a.oz " 13.40 s.n l.tT o.t3 o.,, o.os 
6.09 '·'5 t.to a.tT a.oa 0.02 

14.76 3.93 3.10 o.~ o.so 0.02 s.,s o.as 0.72 o.os 0.02 •• 





Total/ 
Rural/ 
Urban/ 

Persons 

T 51.9 

R 55.2 

lJ' 36.0 

TABLE VIII 

Percentage distribution of workers and non-workers among General 
Population and Scheduled Castes of A.P. in 1961, 

General Population Scheduled Caste Population 

Workers Non-Workers Workers Non-Workers 

Males Females Persons Males Females Persons Males Females Persons Males Females 

62.2 41.3 48.1 37.8 58.7 61.57 66.54 56.49 38.4 3 33.46 43.51 

64.3 46.0 44.8 35.7 54.0 63.54 67.86 59.13 36.46 32.14 40.87 

52.4 1 e. 1 64.0 47.6 81 • 3 45.74 55.93 35.33 54.26 44.07 64.67 



Sl Gtms~el Papu.n. s.c. Popn. 
Jndtuat~ 

. -
No., To,al Ru»al U~tban Total Ruhl UJ:ban 

Popu1et.ion t.ooo 1,ooo 1t000 t.ooo t,aoo t,ooo 
T~tal Wo~ksra St·f 552 360 fUG G35 45'7 

I As Cu!tivatol'a 208 246 29 t42 f56 27 
tt As Agricultul'el t48 173 31 353 383 1t6 

Lebou"rEJ 
Ill ltt Minirtg, Qua»~Y· 16 ,., 10 ,,, ts 22 

1ng1 Lives\o,ek, 
,oreetr.v, Fish• 
4ng.. Hu.nting & 
Pl~ntatione~ 
GJ'chaJ:ds and 
allied aetivi• 
t'es. 

IV At Household tn .. 51 52 4$ 40 42 at 
dustl.'y 

v ln manufaot.u~ing 13 1 45 8 3 46 
athe1r then Hquae 
hold l~duatq~ 

VI !n CQnsttuction & 4 i4 s 3 23 
Vlt in T~~de & tomma~ce 22 !5 53 6 3 27 
Vtll In T ~anep.o~t, sto• T a 28 s 2 3S 

#age Gnd comm&~• 
t1ications 

IX tn other earvtcee 4·8 36 tOT 40 28 139 

No-n..,.Wo~ke~a 481 448 G40 384 365 54.3 



51.. Interest in l.and 
No. Ci.altivated 

No. of 
eultt. 
vating 
Hause­
holda 

Households· engaged in cultiv·atton by size oi' land in acres 

Less 1-.fl• 2 .. s.. s .• o.... 7.s. to .. o .. t2 •. s. ts.o- sc; .. o. so .• a+ Unspa­
thatt 1; 2.4 4 •. 9 7.4 9.9 t2.4 1:4.9 29.9 49.9 cified 

Total 89.462 2t.551 30,_.479 •7.-680 9.-ttS 3,269 3.3£13 902 2.564 438 t25 56 

1. Owl\e.d or hale! ~~m 69,530 19.055 24.064 12,.836 6,571 2il!t96 ~.304 521' 1.576 282 '82 31 
gove~nment 

2. Held fmm prlva~t> 8.046 t.623 3,346 :t.4'8t' 712 272 l36 48 1:93 27 1 4 
persons in money~ 
kind or eha.xoe 

3. Par'tly held from 11 •. 884 66S 327 195 129 36 t 
gavernmen.t and 
partly f'=m 
private persona 
f'or payment in 
money,.. kind or 
share 
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Ibm !nc!«Um.tl 

As already stated in Chapter t. the incidents 

were colleoted from two 1arge$t circulated Telugu daily 

·nG:tJGpapars ~ Ao.dl!u Pg§k~ and Ao..db!a f!tdd:ka.• A mamba~ 

Of incidents we~ ~Gpa~rted in both the newapapers in a 

sim11ri&' WEJV• However, a few incidents are reported in 

one and not £n another. Therefore• .ln the fo !.lowing are 

Gtated first incidents reported in Andflsa ecabbA and then 

tttose which we.re not reported in aodb£A P;abbat. but ~epo~t· 

ed in Andb!ft PW.&ka• The incidents are exact English 

translations of the TeJ.ugu versions. 

Da11gt Andb.t:.a Pcabha 
Date 1 Ma~ch 20, 19Tt 

Districto NelgQnds 
Toluk t Huaurnegar 
Place c Brindovanapu~sm 

"It has eome into light that some caste Hindu 

people bound a Harijen youth to e tl'&e, tex-tured and killed 

him on 11th in e village in Huzurnagar Taluk of Nalgonda. 

diat~:ict. 

It is alleged that the Harijan youth, Kambampati 

Gevayya, stole some wooden doo~ planks tem the house of a 

caate Hindu, M~. Bellamkcnda Negayye. The village elde~s, 

hearing this case. fined the Harijan youth ~pees thirty. 

But the revenge·ful relatives of the oeste H£ndu 

bound Gava.yye to a tree neal' an engina•shed outside the 

village. end beat him unto death on 11th morning. 
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Munagala pollee have arl'ested some people in th£s 

connection end are 1nvoatigating. 0 

Oa11y #· Attdhte PJ:abha 

Uatc t August 9• t9tt 

D1s~~1ctt Krishna 
Teluk t Div£ 
Place o Ghantasela 

•Jn connectioft with a Harijan•·s death on July 26 

in Ghantasale village, police have a"#ested ~esterdey 1T 
, pe~rsons. 

~~ is alleged that these persona beat and to~· 

tv red Mu$alay.ve, aged fo~tv•tive., on the night o~ July 25 • 

Me $t.tc;cumbed to the injuries the next dey." 

Detlyt At1dhra P~:abha 

Date • August 23, 1971 

Diotric~& N!zamabad 
Taluk • Armu~ 

Place • limmapur 

"The Home Minister, Shri J. Vengal Rao. assured 

the memba~s in th$ Assembly that stern aeti~n would be take" 

against peJ"sons ~araseing the Mar.i.Jans • 

Anawelting the Republican Party Member- 5%!1matl 

Eswari Bai•s qu.estlon regetding atrocities on the Harijans 

i~ Timmepur of Armur Taluk of Nizamabad district. the 

t.U.nister announced that appmpriate action was takcm on the 

offendel"s• and that two ceeea were registered in thls CQnn~;~c• 

tiota involving an arrest of 27 and 55 membe2rs in the two 

cases respectively. t.egal action had already begun. he said. 



- 47 -

fha Minister infoX'med the House that he directed tha eon• 

eereed Dietl'ict Collectcu: and Police Superintend$nt to pro!!~> 

vida adequate p&"Otect1on • and in this 11egard one polic·e 

division ts stationed there. 

After Jt.tl..V 25• when the caste Hindus raided ths 

Harijane• no futtther incident has been a:eported• the M!nieter 

Da!.ly• Andhre Prabhe 

Date • August 29 1 1971 
District• Kl'ishna 
Place • Vanukt.t17 

nThe State Home Minister. Shri J. Veng.al Raa, made 

it clea%' in the Assembly today that tha Gove:-nment would no·t 

he$itete to take action or. peX~"sans ha~aesing the flaJ:ijans. 

He was replying to Sd.mati J. Eewari Bai and o'hara. He told 

that there was some immotal relationship between a Harijan 

woman qf Vanukur village of Krishna district and a pe~son of 

Kemme caste. She had left her husband some years back snd 

wee ltving ~ith the Kamma caste petson. Same Harijens 

raided the hou8e of the Kemme person. In the cou~t, how• 

eve;r. the Hatijane we1-e found not guilt~ and let off. The 

~U.n.t.star said that it ~as not t~ue that the Kemme a hare seed 

the Harijans.• 

Daily• Andhra Pa:abha 
Date : September 20, 19?t 

Distrieto West Godavari 
T aluk 1 Eluru 
Place : Gundu Golenu 

"Ass£,atant Sessions Judge, Stu:i K.V •. Aaghev Rao, 

gave o~de~e releasing the prosecuted, Reddy Satyam. Arnipell! 
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Venkateswazoa Rao. Mukku Venkanna, Battin~ Tatay.ya end Pane• 

meta, Satyem whr:J had been atrested in connect-ion with en 

inc;ident J.nvo1v£ng to"u~ of a Hat-ijen• Sh~J. Bettina Van .. · 

ketest~~az:a Reo of Gundu Golenu,who had been alleged to have 

stolen a gold chain." 

Deily& Andhra P1'abha 

Date • Aprtl 91. t912 
Distriett Hyderabad 
Place J Kyderabad 

nrne Home Minister, Shri v~ t<~iehne Murthy, con• 

firmed tode.v in the Legislative Counc£1 that a Harijen boy. 

Krishna of Hyde~abad waa insulted, and tha·t six pe~scn~ wera 

a~trestad in this connection. The Mini$ter said that police 

investigatic)n had revealed t.hat Krishna: was goS.tHJ bactc to his 

home after seeing a movie on April a. One of his fl'iend•s 

brother• Ramdas• stopped him on tha WGY and quostione.d him 

whethel' he ned stolen his puX'se the previous night. When 

K~rishna S)Cpressed ignol"ance. Ramdaa and four others beet 

him, and lateli" took him to a ba~:ber• a shop• $haved hia head,· 

forced him to wee~ dirty clothes and took him tound the school 

campus. They released him onlN on the interv~ntion of so.me 

elders, the M.inieter informed the House." 

Daily; Andhra P'abha. 

Date t Jul.v t. t972 

Diat~ict; West Godeva~i 
Tsluk 
Place 

# £1u~ 

a Ankanna Gudrant 

"The Chief Minister assu~:ed the opposition membeJ:s 

in the Asse.mbly tbet he w.ould direet the D.l.G, of Police to 
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pet:sonally enquire · and submit e. repol't within three or 

t'ous.- days. 

He was l:eplying to Messx-s. Val.f'ke Sstyanara.vana 1 

M. Nagi Reddy, V., Sri K"ishna that two Ha~tijans wera mur• 

dared and so many injur-ed in Ankanna Gudem of Eluru Telulc 

of \rlest Godavari district. 

A c:ase was registered in Elu21u taluke pollee 

atation.; In all 52 o·ffenders ware caught till now.. A 

chal'ge'Ji!shaat was filed ovf:lr :·22 persons. 

The iftcident happened when one of the successful 

candidates .in the Pancheyat election was kidnapped b~ the 

defeated party. The Chief Minister said that there was no 

question of pwtec:ting enyo·ne in this case if found guilty. 

Sri Venka Satyanarayane complained that the f~~gh­

tened ttarijans of the village petitioned to the police that 

theN feared terror f~m lan~ords who poeeee$ed guns., He 

alleged that tha police recovered onl.v one gun. and that a 

police office.r. who was sympathetic towa~da HarJ.jane, was 

transferred on the land::lorde' requests." 

Daily& Andhra P~bha 
Date • July 12, t9T2 

District a Viehatcapatnam 
Place 1 Vishakepetnam 

0 Deputy Commteetoner for Scheduled Castes and 

Tribes. Shri A.K.Nag of Government of India er.t'ived in 

Viahakepatnam to investigate personally Hindu atrocities 

reported on the Herijans of Municipality Workers' Colony. 

near town police station. 
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Local Herijan leader and the Scheduled Caetee 

W:elfare Association P~eeident• Shri c. Pevanamurthy told 

that ott Ju"e 11 • soma Herijans wet.te inju~od end some Harijen 

women were stJ.Pipped half•naked and their b1bo~see~to~n off. 

Shr£ Pevenamurthy met Shri Nag and acquainted him 

with the details of the incident ... 

Dailyt Andhra Prabha 
Date • Novembe" t6, 1972 

Districto Krishna 
Ta1uk t Vijeyawade 
Place a K111eswarapuratta 

"Kondape11.f. police station X"eceived a coMplaint 

that soma caste Hindu insulted r4anda Ruthamrna ( 35), her 

brother end sister in Japudi (Killeawa~:apurem). 

Ruthamma complained that Japudi Serpanch Shr1 G. 

Venkateewera Rao abused her by holding he~ hai~ and beat her. 

He was reported to have told hsra "you voted against ms in 

1961 Panchayat election. I cannot forget you. Now l haV$ 

become President. I will keep yau under my feet. No Qn' 

c::en pro teet you. 0 

Eatlie.t't ~hen Ruthamme, along with her bmtho~, 

Wilson• and sister. Pushpamma, we~e going to the bus-.stop• 

Ali Babe (Venkateswara Reo's brother) came in theil" w~. and 

with the excuse that Wilson's shir~ touched him• he (A11) 

beat Wilson and he was j.oined by a neat rala\ive• Nagas~ara 

Rso. 

On hearing this incident, Andhra Pradesh Karijen 

Se~vice Society•s Secretary• Shri Vutukuri Narasimha Rao 

\. 
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visiteld the place~ He haa made a press ennou.ncement ta­

day that "it is very unusual and deploring th•t a respon• 

aible Sarpanch should have gtebbed e helpless pooJ;- Harija.n 

woman's hai~ in a public place." 

Doily: Andhra P~abha 
Date a May 10, 1913 

Dist~ict• Anentapur 
Place t Vepacha~la 

"Pancheyat Samitni P~:esidentt· Sbri T • Rams Chandra 

Aeddy• in a complatnt to the Police, reported that Sht-1 

Aariya~pa, a HarJ. Jan • we$ beaten to dea·th with stones by 

two •wealthy• rnan on ~'ay i, in Vepacharle village of Anan .. 

tapu~ dist~ict. He did not spae.tfy the reason f"o~ the oc• 

currenee of this tragedy. 

He also ~epo~ted that after the murder• the men 

threatened the. victim•s #elations and buried the victim. 

Immediately on receipt of this cornplaint1 the 

police dug out Sh11i Ma•ivappa' a bod.v and EJant it to govern• 

ment ho$pite1 for poat•mortem. The docto~et• &-eport was 

still awaited. said tho r~l1cCJ Supel.'intendent •. AejoJ> V1Q• 

wanath. 

He al~c said that the Police were investigating 

the caae.n 

Dailya Andhra Prabha 
Date t July 15, 1973 

Dist~ct: Vishakapetnem 
Plac:;e # Munagapaka 

"A repatriate from Bu~ma and rickshaw~puller in 

Anakapalli. Sri Tembarapu Subramanya Man1 (26) • t'llh.o is e 

Herijan• was beaten severely and pushed into a fire, accord• 
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ing to information reaching Hyderabad. Shri Mani lives 

near Munaga~ake village. 

Police have registered e case unde~ 304 l.P.C. 

Section and are investigating the case under the supuvtsion 

of the Inspector, 5hr1 M.v. Ranga Rea. 

Acco&'ding to police source• a reepettable person 

ot M~nagapake village gave some money to Sh:tl Man! to ·get 

eome 'crude oil' fl'Om Anakapelli. Sin~e the oil was o"t 

of stock, the rickstuaw•pullar paid some edvan.ce to the c~de• 

oil dealer e.nd told him that he would =llect the oil th" 

next dey. The rickshaw•pulle~: returned to his village and 

told the 'respectable' person the same. D1sb$ll.eving 'lm; 

the person beat him with a stick. When the rickshaw-puile~ 

cried fo~ help, another parson who obvlQusly came to rescue 

him, also beat the poor fellow eftexo hea~ing the metter. 

fhereatteu:• the rickahaw•pull~u.~ fell unconscious end. he was 

pushed into a nee~by fil"a. 

The ri.ckshaw~.driver•s legs suffel"ed some injuries. 

He later complained to the police. He was admitted in Ana• 

kapalli .hospital for treatment. Later on. he waa brought to 

King Georgef!tlospita1 1 Vizag. He is still ~;~ndergoing treat• 

ment. 

Shri c. Pavanamurthyt lc:acal Harijan leader ~as t-e• 
' 

ported to have commented thot this is one typical e»eam.p1e of 

the harassment of the Harijans by the caste Hindus. He te• 

grettod that no action had yet been tef<en on the offender·. a 
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Dete t August 9• t9T3 

.. 53 .. 

Dis t~ic t t tuddapeh 
Place t Gondl.pa11' 

"On August '• 'he caste Hindus in Gond!palli vil• 

lege of Cuddapah d1stl:Jc t burned 47 Harijan houses for the 

reason that a Ha~ijen•s buffalo was gre!ing on a caete 

Hindu•s tarm land. 

1 nfoX'm!ng thi.s. the ac,ihg Dtstt!~t CollectoJ' end 

Dtst~ict RevenuG Offioe~. Captain T, TIll Solomon told that tho 

. police had tsg!stered a case of house-bu~.,_:ing ageinst the 

caste Hindus and were tnvestJg ating. 

The Tehsilda~ and his deputy vieL ted the place to 

render aid to the victims. They gave uctera for payment of· 

~.100/· to each victim's femily. 0 

las!deot•1! 

Daily~ Andhta P#abha 
Date a Septemba~ S, 1973 DLet~icta East Godavari 

"Rajya Sebhe member, Shri Sitarem S~ngh• appealed 

that the Cent~al Government should or de~ thoro ugh inveet!ge• 

tiona over atrocities on Harijans. in different States. 

Shlri Kumbhare d~ew th~ at tent ion of the House to 

an incident in a v111ege in Eaet Godavari district• where 

there had been a fight between the landlords and agricult.u• 

ral laboure~s, in which e Harijan was k£11ed. He alleged 

that the po11ce t1ere responsible fo~ the happening o~ this 

incident." 
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Daily t Andhre p·~at)ha 
Date • September 14, 1913 

Diet~ictt Hyderabad 
Place t Relapalle 

"A Parliament member, Shri M.ftama GQpala Reddy. 

Qant a tele9~am to th& Union Home tU.nister, Shri u.s. Dikshit, 

that a 1and1o:cd of Relapalle village allot.fed his eheap to 

graze ln a farm land belonging to a HaSl'ijon, end that the 

loss to the Harijan amounted to sixty thQ.tl&and ruP,ees. 

Sbri Reddy complained that his complaints to the 

distri.et authcu~·itieo ware of no usa and hoped that tho Home 

Ministe~ would sympathetically consider the Her1jen•s ea$e• 

and wo~ld·take prompt action.~ 

Da1lyt Andh~a P~abha 
Da·te • January 29• 19?4/ 

Diet¥»1ctt f.4ehboobnegar 
Taluk t Kodangal 
Place • tltaanabad 

nrtte Chief Minister,, Stu:i J. Vengal Rao• gave Shri 

M. Vankatayya tha following answe2:t •Whe:n a cese w~s filed 

against EJQtne caste fUndus on the g11ound tha·t th;)y shave.d half 

the hair on the head of a Herijan !n Husnabad villaga,. tht 

Cou~t dism£$.Sad the case. tt 

Dailys Andh~a P~abha 
Date• febxuarv 15, 1914~ 

District • S~ika kula II) 
P1aoe 

"A HaJ1ijan wee to~tured in Bhogapuram vi11~g& 0'1 

Mandaea on the ground that he stole some grain. 

1 t ia alleged that on January 21. some grain from 

Sri S<amsala Kama fteju•a house wa.a &tolen. Suspecting e 

Hatijan, Kondela Vanamali tQ have done this. on Janus~ 2S; 
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Sri Kema ReJ,u and five others bQuttd hirn to a bullock•ca~t 

and ~~at h~l2):. He wee fined Rs.2D/• ·end soma g~ein. Raalie• 

in.q. thet the injuries to the Harijen were s.evel'e, they took 

him to a local dQctor for treatment. • and latf).r to a do.cto~ 

in Somp.eta and at lest took him to a gOveJ;nment hospital. 

Attar Vanameli'e b=ther filed a case in Mandeee Police Sta~ 

tion., the police_ havs registered e C$se of 4llega.l kidnapping .• 

attempt to nnu:der• end a case ral$ting to violence. n 

Daily t Andhra Prabhe 
DE~te ; April 23, 1914 ..1 

District• Srikakulam 
Place : Gop$ttnavalasa 

nThe Deputy Supe~:intend~nt of Polit;r;t• Sri Gopa-la 

K~ishnEt Reju, today infoJ:(Iled that in Gop$nn~Jvala$a village., 

Shri Detu:e Suryenerayan~ end nittl) others harassed the H'EUI;'i·• 

jane of thQt village who W$~e cultivating lertd g~;anted to 

them by the gov~;u:nment. tt 

Daily# Andtu~a Prabha 

Date ; July 6• 1914~ 

District: Cuddepah 

Place ~ RamannepalJ~ 

"The Chief Minister, Shri J. Vengal Reo aseuz.;ed 

the msmbe7:s in the Council tha-t the Gove~nmant had taka·n ee"" 

'l" rio us view o"f the burning of the Harijan hou~es by the caste 

Hindus in Remennapalle village of Cuddapeh district. He said 

tha·t this was a very aerious incident end an incident of this 

magnitude had not happened 111 the State e.a~lier • whi1~~ answer­

ing a question i'=m Sht-i t<. Subha Rao. The landlords' a:tti.(;)n 
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was a united act1.on against agricultural labouJ:ers who de~ 

mended higher wages. They bu~:ned over 100 lfarijan hute. 

About ~.1. S lakhs worth of p~ope~ty was lost in the fire• 

The Chief tU.nJ.ster said that the flaX'iJ.ans had wanted onlv 

highe~ wages end the landlord& Cl'uelly beat them.u 

Daily: Andt'lra Prabha 
Dote • July t2. 19?4/ 

Districtt West Godava~l 
Place t Chidipi 

.. The Chief M£ntster., Shri J. Vengai Rao. eseul'ed S.n 

the Assembl.y that the Government would give complete prote.c• 

~ion to the Harijane in Ch.ldip£ village ot West Godavari dts-. 

The Chl$f M!niste'" informa.d the House th$t police 

had already be~n stationed !n th$ village to provide proper 

protection to the Harijans fxom the casta Hindu landlord&. 

The landlords let loose their cattle to ·graze &Jn the Harijen 

farm lands• end ~hen the Ma.t:ijans went to drive away tha 

cattle attar eonding a complaint to the police on J.u1y ·ta •. 

the landlords amed with sharp t-JaapOn$ and sticks. raided 

them. In the resultant fight soma persons of both t"ht=t peniea 

wel:e injured• the Chief Miniete» seid.tt 

Daily: Andhra Prabh$ 
Date a July 25, f9?4} 

Dist~icta Guntur 
Plac.a a Pea:evallpalem 

"Sotne caste Hindu men bound a Harijen yaut.h to e 

tr:ee and subjected him to g~:ueaotne beating same d~s back in 

Peravalipelem village of Guntu" dis~rict, After they beat 

him for the second time·.; \~hen the police at-~ived end were 
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taking him to the police station• he died on the way. 

Jt was ~epo~ted that e golden chain from a woman 

in the house of Belakriahn~ Murthy was atolen. Suspecting 

a HariJan youth Kotesu to have don$ 'tih£s, Balekrishna Murthy 

end relatives beat hl.m seve~ely afte~ tying him to a tree" 

They brought two more voutb and they were alao beaten. Aftq 

learning this incident Kollu~u police immediately visited 

the plaee to investigate and we~e taking Koteeu to the poliee 

station for r.eoording his statement when he died. The police 

have arrested Balakrishna Murthy.~ 

Dailys Andhre P~abha 
Date a September 22, 1974~ 

District• Vishakepatnam 
Taluk ; Sringavarapukote 
P1a.tt:l : Vijinig·.ir! 

"Assiatan.t Sessions J~dget Shri D. Ramalinga Swamy, 

geve judgment releasing four p~aecuted in the rape ease of 

one Harijen woman of' the vtllage of Vijinigiri in the teluk 

of Sr.ingevarapukota. He stated in his judgment that the pro• 

ae~ution could not ptove the case. 

lt ls stated by the prO$ec;ution that one M~. San.gat:u 

Naidu and three others ot the village' of V£j1nigir1 kidn~pped 

a Harijan woman, Smt. Bettina Lakshmi and raped her J.n th$ 

riverbed of Jemi River, and left her there.• 

Dailys Andhra Prabha Distr.icta P»akaeem 
Data 1 September 23, 1974 1 Place a Keelurpadu 

"According to official information t-eceived at the 

Police~ headquarters in Hyde~:abad, a Harijan maz-riage procession 
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was stoned, An the village of Keelurpedu of Prakasam dis• 

tJ!'ictt by the village Munsif and 27 others. and consequently 

the bride $ltd the bridegroom received injuries along with 

many others. 

The offenders have escaped, 1t is ea·id. The in• 

fo~metion also makes known that when the procession started 

from the Herijan QOlonut the Munsif end some others asked 

them to stop the procession• and when t.he Herijane refused'• 

they stoned the newly wed couple who ware in an open car. 

B·osides Munsi f, thsl'e we:re Yadave, Kammas and 

ReJus• oll caste Hindus, in the group which stoned the p;o• 

cessio.n •"' 

Deilyt Andhra P~abhe 
Date • September 28• t9T4v 

Dletl"ictt Srikakulam 
Place ; Toodi Panchayat 

"It ia alleged that a Harijen member of Tood£ 

Panchayat o·f Sl"ikakulam dist~ict was murdered about ten days 

beck and $o fa~ none has been a~Jreeted .•. 

The wife of the vJ.ct&mt Smt. Sengamma .• w~iting this 

matter to the Prime Minister and meny oths&" leade~a. request'!!" 

ed that justice ba done to he~ •. 

She stated ln hal' letter that her husband • Sri A·ppayye 

was cultivating a piece of lend• which an influential landlord 

opposed• and that her husband was last s-een travelling in a 

bus in which the landlot:d also travelled .• 

After a few days pessad after this bus journey, the 

dead body of Appayya was found and identified by her• she ,s.,. .. 

fo~ed in the letter. 0 
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District• S~ikakulam 
Taluk 
Plece 

o Patapatnem 
1 Chinakolliv ala·sa 

0 Acc.o~ding to Police information in Hyderabad.t o.n 

October 26• five persons were ctuelly mlArdered within a epan 

of to"~ hou~a. in Chinekollivalasa village of Ssoikakulam dis• 

t»iet. 

tt is stated that there is e 1ong time enmitv bet• 

~sen th~ Ha.~ijans end other castes. That morning at about 

7'0 clock in the morning,. a HaJ:>ijan leader, Sri Talameni 

Bundi TammeYYE11t who was returning from his field• was mur• 

deJ%ad. 

On learning this• tha Munsift Shri T. Ranganayat<ulu• 

who is a brothen:•irt•law of the State Panchayat Raj Minister 

and wae preparing a x-eport to a end to the au tho~i tis s. wae 

ttn;trdered et 9 •o clock. 

Meanwhile. there wee another "aid with stic:ka and 

~ucee on two Harijan famJ.lle$, who were i"ett~rning hom& fJ:Om a 

nE)erb~ forest after collecting some wood for fUel. Among 

them four were injured. When they were taken to tha Hire1man• 

da·lam hosp!t.al• the doctor was not thet:e• One women among 

the in·ju.red succumbed to het- inju-ries. Police are being eta• 

tioned in the village.• 

Deilyi AndhrG Prsbha 

Date t Novembe:r· t t t9T4 I 

Dtetricts East Godavari 
Taiuk 4 PrathipedU 

Place s Ma~rl.veedu 

ttfhe Andhra Pradesh Scheduled Caste·S Welfare Asao• 
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ciation announced to the press en incident involving a rape 

of a Ha~ij~n women in Karrive~du village of Prathipadu taluk 

of East Godavari district. 

It is stated that on Ootober 21 1974• ttrJO young men 

of landlord families tried to molest a Harijsn woman autsida 

the village. When anotheJ: WQman who was with he~. ran to the 

v~llage and brought the villagers, tho men had alreedv fled. 

fhe lady docto~ at P~athipadu Government Koap1te1 

J"ef\tsed to tJ.!eat the raped. woman unless she was paid ~.200/ •• 

Later some landlords of the village deliberated with her. it 

is known • ., 

Dailyt Andhra Prebha 

Date t Novembel!t 1St 1914./ 
Diat~ictt Hyderabad 
Place a Gangaram 

uA hor~ible;.lneident involvtng cruel beating of a 

Harijan• Shri Rema Krishna., bGund to en electric Pale .is 

known f~om Gengaram village caf ffyderabad district.. He £$ 

an employee in Bha1'at Heavy £1ectric.als Limited. Tho$e who 

beat him belonged to upper ceetes.. The incident happened on 

November a. 
Shri Rarnalcriahna•e sisteZl' was assaulted near a well 

by caste Hindus, and ha:r: pot was bt-oken. On learning th1s 

insult to hie sister. Shri Ramakrishna could not baa~ this• 

and went to his house-owner. Mallavya. But Mallayye qua~ 

r$lled with him and asked him ~o vacate the house. When 

Ramakrishna went to other landltlrds. he wee surJ:ounded by 

about 8 persons •. bound to a pole, end beaten thatoughly till 

he fell unconscious. Ne•t day• injured Ramakrishna inftu~me,c:t 

the police•' 
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Date • Jsnuato.Y 4, t975 / 
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Districtt Hyderebad 
Place • Hyde~$bad 

nrhe Scheduled Castes Employees• Association Sec• 

~etGl'Y•· Sh~i N.V. Subbayy$ vesterday condemned an incident; 

in a city hostel where the Msrijan students wer-e 1n11Julted by 

the caste Hindu students. 

He deplored that e$ aepa~ate hostels fo~ the Ha~ijen 

studen~a a~e closed, they a~e subjected to varioua insults and 

difficulties b3f the upper caste students." 

- Daily& Andhre Pl'abha 

Date • April 91 1975./ 

D.tstl'ict; Ne11ore 
Taluk t Kovvu~ 

Place t Pall$mat1a 

tttn the village of Pellamatla; about 2G kilometres 

fl-am ~elloret on lest rtidey a Karijan girl was ~".aped and 

subeequertly thel:e wee a qua"~:el between the Herijsns end 

other caetest people. Th~ee persons ware injured and admit•· 

ted in Government hospital here. They are recovering. 

The Police ere investigating the case."· 

Deily• Andhra Prabh$ 
Date a September 9• 1975 ) 

Dietrictt East Godavari 
Taluk ' Kakineda 
Place • E1$swaram 

"Peddepuram Additional first Class.Maglstrate re ... 

mended for court custody ~ive out of twenty•one persons who 

tried ta molest ,a Herijan. Raja Rao •a deughtex.-•in•lew. / 

Pratt1padu Sub•lnspector-. Shri t< .. Govinde Aao arrested 

five persons in this connection. fhey all belong to the upper 
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Dailyt Andhre P~abhe 
Dates Octobe~ 27. 197SJ 
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Districts Guntu~ 
Place • Pedat:avu~u 

ttThe Gurttur Additional Sessions Judge, Shri A~ 

Nealed.J:i Reo sentenced three parsor,s to th~ea ,yeal's* rigorous 

· imprisonment, and three ottaet'S to aix months • d. go reus imprl.• 

sanment in Peda~:avutu murder caea in which a Ha:d.jan. Prabhu 

Des, was beaten unto death •. 

The prosecution stated that there is a long time 

enmity between the caste Hindus end Harijans in Padersw ru, 

and it manifested in a festival procession about one end a 

half years bac:k. ln that festival dane$, a Harijan boy, 

Ko~rapati El!ya, wae dancing with e Htl:ld·u gt:rl. The caste 

Hindus C;)bjaeted to this and beat the Ha~ijan boy. P~abhu Dae 

then objected to this beating by the caste Hindus,. 

Again in this yeer•s festival dance too, the ~a$te 

Hindus have beaten cruelly the Harijans who we~e dancing. 

One of the injured was Prabhu Das. The injured Prabhu Das 

d£,ad in hospital •. " 

Daily• Andhra Prabha 
Dates November 24, 1915 _./ 

Dist~icta Nalgonda 
Place • Sr~nivasapur~ 

"ln the vil.lege of Srinivasapurem of Nalgonda dis­

trict. ten caste Hindus raided thirteen Harijans who were 

harvesting in thei1: fi.elds, and took off the harvested crop, 

according to information received at the police headquarters 

in Hydarabcid ,. 
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The Ha~ijans were cultivating five acl'eS of land, 

which we~e gtantc:td to them. The Police have arrested nine 

offenders.. They have rec-oveJ:ed tha grain also."' 

Dailyt Andh~$ Petl'i~e 
Date * Aptil 25, 1972 

Dist~ict; Nizamebad 
Place ' Govindapet 

"According to C)fficial infcsrmation re.ac:hin.g Hydara• 

bad~ a Ha1'1jen was killed•. efta~ she confessed having done 

the c~ime of stealing golden chains from two Yedav caste 

9.ir1s end pushing them into e well. She ~as beaten unto 

deeth by the angry villagers in Govtndapet village ot Nizame• 

bad dist•ict .. 

It was discovered on 21at of this ..,.onth that two 

girls• dead bodies were floating in --well~ Some villagers 

had sean the girls t j L·' with a Harijan women, and thus she 

was caught~ She told the angry villagers the entire crime 

she ha.d done. The furious mob b$&t her till she diad.n 

D~ilyi Andtu:a Pet~ika 

Date a August ta't 1974 / Dist~ict - Nelgonda 

"The Chief Ministerj Shr1 J'f: Vengal Rao, to1d the 

Aasembly the case of e Harijan fahsildar and t'hree others 

who \'Jere also Harijana, who had been insulted by a Police 

InepectQr and Sub•lnspector. end that the two had been sus• 

pended. 

1\ C,.P.I .. Member• Shri B.Rama 5harmat raising this 

issue, told the House• "5 .1. • Shri Pulla Reddy had been taking 

bribe from e group who used to hoard ferti11=ers in lorries 
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Kheyya Mu.i.ddeen also had bean bribed. The fehailder-, on 

.:eceiving O·t:ders from the District Coll~ctor• came w aeai'Ch, 

the hou$e of' the S. t. fhateupon:1 the S. I., SJlrJ. Pulle Reddy 

threetened to shoot the Tahsildar, and beat th~ea more ffari• 

Jane who were also thEn~e. tt 

Dal.lya Andhra Petrika 
tletea Octobet' 22- t974; 

Dia·trict.·t iaa:t. God·avari -- . . .. 

Police Thone; Amb$.jlpete 

"A HaJ:ijan was dragged out of his house. tie·d .t.o a 

tree .• end tortul'ad in the village ot ~1anjevaram in £eat Goda• 

Veri diet#.iet. He WS$ stabbed on the ¢host ·Oft. the ground 

that he had stolen coconuts. Police acted ewi ft.ly on rsceivo~o 

.ing t·his new& and ·saved him• Anothet' ·Hax-ijan bad been b!'aught 

and tied to the t~ee but he was let off by the v1llegertl<. n · 

on the es$urance of ona of his ;relative~~" 

Daily: Andh~a Patrika 
Dat.e ~ Novemba~: 9f 1974 . ..J 

District·: Ne11ore 
Taluk ; Venkatet.gtri 
Place 1 Paravolu 

"Farmers belonging to Psravolu village~f Venkata~ . . 

giri t~luk of Nellore distriet.raided the Ha~iJen huts in. 

Deargempadu village;. destroyed 10 of their huts• abused the·~~ 

dragged them out of their homes and bee~ them. The frightened 

Harijans info;l.'med Gudul" Sub-Collecto~, Shri B. Dsnam• who di­

rected the Pollee to take action. 
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Soma forrest land in this taluk bad been given to 

Dae~:gampedu Ka·rijans foX~ cultivation. The Govetmment had 

a.lready issued pettas. Soma Harijsns. h~d built thei~ huts 

neat' forrest land. But they have not been given pettas foir 

these house plots~• 

Deily.t Andhra Petrika 
Date; December 3, t974/ 

District • Chi ttoor 
Place 1 Ga~namitte 

n1~ is learnt that some R~ddys of' Garnamitta vi1• 

lege of Chittoo~ dist~ict strangled a Harijan boy of 18; 

and buried him• But they announced that the boy had died 

of alect~cution. t:t 

Daily: Andhra PetJ:>ike 

Date.t F$bruery 2t• 1975/ 

District a West Godeva.rJ. 

Ta1uk 1 tlu~u 

Pleea • Mandu~ 

Dtn the village of Manduru. there ~re t~ parties 

unda~ tho leadership of the Sarpanch end Mune.tf ~espective.lyt 

end the Herijans follow the Se%panch. thirty•alght tfarljane 

oc;cupie.d illegally twenty ael!es of land in the bed of Kanne• 

samudram 1ake. The Tahsildol: issued directions ordering them 

to vacate the. fields and for aeizuJ:e of the c.top. But the 

Hed.jena aPPt'aled to R.D.o. against tho~e orders end got the 

stay order. On Janua~y 27~ about 100 farmers cut of~ the 

wate£> supply channel to those He.rijen fields. Thereupon · · 

when the Harijans opened the channel agQin, it resulted in 

qua~rel between the t\10 parties, in which six Harijans and 

t~o ca$te Hindus were i.njured. The police Who cema thel'e 
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sut:pt:isingly registered e case and took the injured to a 

hospital. Late~ OAt again on Jenua~ 28• there was a quar­

rel when the Hurijans lad by the Sarpench t~ied to prev.ant 

one t'arme~. Shri Gengayyo f~m ~reac:hing his cettle ... hut. The 

other farme~s of his party J:en to his help.. !n that second 

quarrel, some farmers were injured~ On lea~:ni.ng this, the 

Munsif came with his gun and tired at the othe~ party~ The 

Serpanch and 8 Harijans ot bis pe~ty, and 2 Kamma farmere of 
\ 

tho· Nunsif party were inJured." 

Daily: Andhra Pet~ika 
Date ; May 3·1.. 1975,1' 

D1st~ict: Hyderabad 
Place c Suryapat, 

.,A Congress MLA. Sh11i Edla Gopavya announced that 

some Hindu per~ons were he~asai·ng the Katijene. He drew 

attention to an incident on 27th of thie month in Suryapet 

when soma casta people ra$.ded the Harijane with sha;p weapons.~ 

He alleged that the local Panchayat Sern1thi Pl'eeidentt e 

Cong~:ees f4LA and a forme~ Municipal Chairman had a hand in 

the matter. 

The injured ftarijans wa!i'G belng tt-eated at the Hyde ... 

rabad Gene#al Hospital." 

Daily; Andhra Patrika 
Date s September 25, t975 J 

Districtc Nizamabad 
Place 1 Aryapalle 

0 Some rich people of Aryapelle village tortured 

two Herijans on the g~ound thet their buffaloes had eudden• 

ly stopped giving milk.n 



- 67 • 

It 

Apa#t from the reports of the newspapers, efforts 

were also made to obtain information regarding ha~essment 

of the Harijens• a·trocities on Harijans, etc. fzom the Di­

~:ecto1:ate of Harijan Welfe~e, a separate department in the 

Mlnlet~y of Sociel Wsifat:e. Thla depaa:tment ~eeeives: com• 

pla.ints f•m He~ijons di#ectly ~egal'ding th~ir harassment.• 

etc. Ttuu:eupo~. the depat-tment Wl'i tes tQ the district au tho~ 

rities concerned, i.e. Collectoreta and Supel'intendents ot 

Polic;e., and u~ges them to take appto·Pl'iata action on the 

offenders. .lt tcaeps the files of those cases action on 

which is pending. Accesa to the finished cases• i.e. cases 

on wham acti<Jn has been taken was unfo1!tunately prohibited 

tQ this s-esaar:c:her. Tile Directorate of Harijan Welfare could 

not pnvide the details of the complaints they :received. 

The offiee could only provide a summary of each case. So 

the following are the cases that have beart b~ught to the 

notice of the Directorate and ac:tion Jregerding.which is pend~ 

in g. 
/ 

C;ssm ,NsatJ.. 

Di$tl'iot• S~.t.kakulam 

Village • Chinako111va1aso 
, Representation dateds 9 .... 9•1974 

Shri B. Tammaiah sent a representation complaining 

about the hatasament of the Harijans in his village by the 

rich landlo~ds ~f the same village. 
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Dist~icta S~ikakulam 

Taluk ' Chupu~palli 

Vi11$.ga • s.M. Puram 
Represantetion datedt"1'7•2 ... 1975 

The poo~ Ha2rijans sent o repr·esentation to the 

D!tecta:tt of Karijen \1el fare b~inging to his notice harass• 

ment.by the Rese»ve Police. It is e:omplained that the 

J Pollee raided the village to arrest some suspe-cted NeJCaiitea. 

But, when they did not find anv1 they beat soma Herijans and 

ins·ulted some Harijen women. 

Dietl7icta Vlshakepatnam 
Place a Viehakapatnam City 

Representation not dated 
(some. time in 1915) 

Some Scheduled Caste senitaJ:-y worke~s were insult­

ed by the Selection Grada Sanitary Inspector. The worketa 

have sant a petition utging punishment to the Sanitary lns• 

peetor. 

Df.st.,.ictt East Godavari 
Village o Medukuru 

Repraeer.tetion nat dated 
(some time in 1914} 

UJt is brought to not!ee that the landlords of 

Medukui'U village have attempted to burn alive an innocent 

Scheduled Caste youth on false cha~gea. 

Districta K~ishna 
Teluk • Nandi~ama 
Village : Chand#alapadu 

---.J Representation received in 1975 

fhe Kamma landlords of the village are forcing the 
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They ere endangering the lives of the Harijans. The Harijans 

in the£~ petition are praving for protection, 

Dlst#iotl Prakasam 
T$1uk • Addankl 
Village c Meddirala 

Complaint datedt 20-.5•1973 

A Cs$te Hindu mut:dered a Harijan bay, Samuel, on 

the charge of theft end Samuel's reluctance to tell where 

he had hidden•e stolen things, Samuel ~as beaten to death. 

Oist~i~t• Kurnool 
Place t Siddepuram 

Repreet.m tation &-acei ved in 1974 

It ha·s bean complained that on 1•6-t9T4 about 50 

Police constables came to Siddapu~am Harijan settlement in 

e pollee van. fhe pollee entered twenty houses and took 

away certain new clothes and sa~ees ate. Attar that. they 

again came and took away with them t6 men end 2 •omen $nd 

kept them $.A lock•up on basales& aueplcione • 

.hdi [NQaftj 

Dist~ictt CuddQpah 
Village • Ambava~am 

Petition Ncelvad in t975 

A Harijan; Sh·ri N.G. Obulesa complained that the 

District Revenue Officer wee pleased to grant him the food• 

grain licence. A caste Hindu, Shri D. Venkatsramana whose 

attempt to get a licence failed• kidnapped the petitioner 

a.nd threatened htm to kill. 



D1et~ictt Chitto~~ 

Place e Chittoor 
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A P&T Clerk. Sh•1 G.Subbeiab complained that e 

caste H.tndu1 Shri G.s. Belram Naldu often ~;erne to tha fia~ijen 

1.oce11.ty end he"'aseed them by unreasonabl~ beating aftd abusing •. 

Cesm NJh 1 OJ. 

Dist#ictt Anant$pur 
Village c Venkarakunta 

Complained race! ved in f. 973 

Some caste Hindu villagers .:etded the f'ai~ Price 

Depot belonging to a Herijan, Sh~i N.Ganganne. They 1oote4 

grains and cash worth of Rs,Too/.-.. The l'aid is out of envv 

of the caste Hindus. The village Munsif threatened the 

Harijan dealer and Aook his signature on a blank paper. 

Casft .1 Np.t1 & 

Representation received in 1974 

Sc:heduled Casta hostellers in Gandhi Med.lcal Col• 

lege complained ot heu~asament by the caste Hindu hostelle~s. 

tt is rtlparted that they (the c:aste Hindu students) often 

abused them in the dining. hall. 

Districts Hyde~abad 
Ta1uk t Pergi 
Village t lppepalli 

Representation received J.n1 t975 

lt is brought to notice that caste Hindus enc~eched 

upon the Herijan lands0 their composit pits. drinking·~ate~ 

wells and thus ere subjecting them to many difficulti~fl· 
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D.tet~icta Nalgonde Petition received in i972 

A Scheduled taste men• Sh~1 G. ftUalah; was not 

ellQwed When he wanted to enter tna DelaJi templa. He We& 

beaten end pushed out of the temple. This occu.eed on 

17 ... 10•1972 .. 

District: Nalgonda Peti tio·n recai ved in 1975 

Five families of Scheduled Caste commuftity consist• 

ing $bout SO persona residing necu: the Hindu locality ate 

he»assed by the caste Hindus. These paople often built 11• 

legal· eoruJtwctions on Harijen lends• blocked thei~: move• 

me"ts,. etc. They have gone to the extent of threatening the 

livee of the HariJana. 

DAat~ictt Mahbubneger 
Village 1 Rarnapur~m Petition received in t974 

The HarijeAs of the village sent a peti t!on that 

the caste Hindus ere practising untouchability towards them. 

Tiley want that the cz-aste Hindus should be punished for prac• 

tising untouchability. 
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The analysis of incidents mav ~avea1 some inte• 

resting features. 

When we look at the Table 1, we find that Hydera• 

bad district records highest number o.f conflict incidents., 

though Soheduled CastG population .. wise.'Karimt.tegar in 196t 

·(t9.44~) and t'Jellore (t9. T34JS) stand b~~e·att Kartmostel' 

; 

has not reco~ded even a singl& incident. Besides that the 

districts of Adilabad-. l(hammam, Medal< and Warangal have also 

not recorded any. Next to ttyderabad district c:omes Sl-ikaku• 

lam district with six incident~~. The tymanny of the land• 

loJ:ds on the Herijans in Srikat<ulem d._strlct J.e evident. as 

the dEtta euggeatt by the fact tht~ .tt stands eeeond in the 

number of incident$ though its percentag~ of the ·Sc;heduled 

Ca~tes 1s 9 •. 21 in t971 in wh1ch respect it is v~y low• eigh• 

teenth in the State. C1oselv, followin'g Kydez'abed and Sri• 

kakulam are £aet Godavari and Nalgonda with five ioci~ents 

eech. The parcentage of the Scheduled tastes ire 19?1 in 

those two distriets is 16~77 and 15~89 r~speet!vely. 

Yeat•tdisa number of inciden,ts (fable 2) rE!vaals 

that the yea~ t974 stands higher with 2' incidents. We can• 

not think of any relatioot3hiP:I.~~atween this and a Scheduled 

Caste move.ment in th~ St.et.e or tl\2 count~y in t~at pa~t.J.ou~ 

laf: year ee there wes·nQt any. The Andhra Separation Move• 

ment which was the only IJlovement i.n Andh~e in the recent 

years cooled down by the beginning of 1973 a"d moreovel."t it 

wee absolutely political 1n slgnificanc~ and had nothit1g to 

do with a particular caata•s beckwa~dness or woe$. 
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The ~aaaons f<tz- ha!:easment ( f ab 1e 3) ar$ no.t 

elsa~ in sizeable number of cases. But among the »aaeone 

stated, suspected or pl'oved theft of the caste Hindu belong• 

ing$ by the Harijans appee.-s to be tbe main ~eaaon ot their 

be.tng beaten; sometimes even to death. Next comas: th£3 land 

disputes. Wheft the He&-ijans occupy some waste land or the· 

land granted to them bq the Government, the caste Hindus. 

out of no reason. it could be only described as •contempt • 

or 'envy•, would forcibly evict the Ka:iJans f~em those 

lands or raid the c~aps and loot tbe hal'V&at. In many cases 

the Harijans complained to the police abot;t.t this a.nd in soma~ 

it ls bJ:Ought to n~tics by some newspaper:tcor~espondents. 

lt is reported in some casas that the cast$ Hindus would 

let loose their catt·le into the Harijan .farm lands w1th 

crops on. We cannot say that there .£.a any particular reaeon 

why th?y do f.t ~ike that, except trying to understand their 

•exploitative psychology' • Rape ot molestation of Ha~ij-an 

women resulted in some incidents. When the -HariJenSt-Jdemanded 

highet wages as tn some casee, they were beaten. When they 

supported a Pa#ticula~ caste Hindu candidate in an elacttou, 

they were bea.tan by the other tfindu candidates. Some other 

t'aseons far their harassment are immot-al relationship betw·aen 

a caste Hindu and a Herijan, Harijen maniage processions, ~e· 

taliation to en earlier incident by the Harijanst illegal ae:ti• 

vities by the caste Hindus whith e&"e opposed to by the Harij.ene~ 

temple entry demands by the Harijans end ao on. 
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In most cases lt was a heraesment of individual 

Harijen or a group of the He~ljane b.V a g~up of the caste 

Hindus. ln very few cases en J.ndividU$1 casts H~ndu alan& 

haraseed an £rtdividua1 He~ijen ·(Teble 4). tncl.dent a cf eta• 

nomic natu:-e outnt.tmbe#: others. They are wage disputes~ tha ft, 

lend dioputes or disputes o.ver animals. e.tc;. Maf\y ~ncidents 

are not clearly repo~ted. Incidents of personal na tu~o, t~e• 

personal qua~re1s 1 oa: raps e~:a lower in numbet- t'han those of 

social nature like factionalist disputes, que~.wels over Hari .. 

Jan c:eremottiea, etc. (Te.bl.e 5) •· 

Regarding the kind of heJ:"asamsnt; beating or tor• 

turing ·unto dea.th eaem to be most common occurrences accord• 

ing to ou~ d·ata ( Teble 6) • In the Table 6 they ere sepa~:ate• 

ly tabulated. Raids by caste Hindus. raping of the Her.lj$n 

women also eppear to be common. Some other forma Qf ha~ass• 

tnent seem to b!l pe,s:son~l insults, thraQtS;. buznlng of the 

Harijen hou&es and kidnapping He~ijens. 

Th_e data thus ot:ganS.aed., now we ·will attempt 'o 

look at the problema once again end tJ:.Y to ~ove ol: disprove 

the assumpti(Jns behind the p:r:o blam. 



51. Diatl'iet 
No. 

t. Anantapur-
2. Chittoo~ 
3. Cuddapah 
4~ East Godav·eJ:i 
s. Guntu~ 
6. Hyderebad 
7. K~ishna 
e. Mahboobnaga~ 
9. tlalgonds 

to. Nello.tte 
t 1 !· Ni~amabad 
t2. P~akaaam 
13. St-.lkakulam 
'4• Vishakapatnam 
t5. West Godava~1 
16. Ku~noo1 

T o t a 1 

... ?5 • 

No. of news•. NG~ of' off£• total 
pape~ Ciel IGCO~d 
tneider.ts cases 

1 
t 
2 
4 
2 

( 5) 
3 
t 
3 
2 
a 
1 
4 
3 
4 

1 
1 
t 
t ... 

{2) 
f 
t 

( 2) 
.,. 
... 
1 

(2) 

' • 
t 

ts 

2 
a ., 
s 
2 

(7) 
4 
2 
5 
2 
3 
2 
G 
4 
4 
1 

54 

(figures in Pat:entheaes .tndic ate the hi9heet numbe!' iin the 
respective t~pea of casea.) 

li!lle No •. £ 
lflltU:•w!sg Numba& qf,. GanA&st •. In~ dft01ti 

51~ Year Total rJo. of news• No •. of offi-
No. Numbs~: paper incidents cial I'SCO~d 

caeee 

1. t971 5 5 ... 
2. 1912 ' 5 1 
3. t973 7 5 a 
4. t974 2t t6 5 
s. 1975 15 8 7 

--~~~~~~~~~-~~-~~---~~-~·-·~-~~~~-~~-~~~--~-----~~--~ 
T o t e 1 54 39 15 



Sl. 
No, 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4., 
s .. 
6. 
1. 
e. 
9. 

10. 

''· 12 .• 

- 76 ... 

!fJbA.~t tiRt! 
!aaJRQ§ fs£ Hl!ftS§men!e ate, 

Reasons No. of news• No. of offi•· Total 
paper cial J:'$CO~d 
incidents case a 

Theft 9 • 10 
l~mo~al Relationship 1 ... 1 
Polltioal ractionalism 3 ... 3 
"-and Disputes 5 ' 6 
D!s.put~e ove;- Aniarn&ls 4 •• 4 
Economic Reasons 1 t 2 
C~remon.tes 2 .... 2 
~ust 4 - 4 
Retaliation 1 - 1 
Illegal Activity 1 t ~ 
Temple Etlt ry Demand - 1 1 
Not mentioned 8 fO 19 .. -~--- ........................... ._ ............... --..... -..................... ~----..................... -. .. .. 
To tal 39 

T,gf!te Ngt4 

!!!tu;a,_o,f, .CanfMc.t. 

ts 54 

Sl. Nature 
~Jo. 

Total Nthof news No. o.f offi• 
Paps~ cial reeor d 

1 • Group Va. Individual 
2. G~up Vs. Gzoup 
3. Individual Ve. lndl. 
4. l\tot CJ.ea~ 

23 
24 

6 
1 

incidenta cases 

18 
16 

4 
t 

5 
e 
2 

...................... ., .......... .,._ .................... _<t!!ll ____ .... _ _..... .......... --.............. . 

Sl. 
No. 

Tot a 1 54 

!gb).,e NSh 5 
Sgbgrg in wh!!;h, Conflie\ e!S:fa9t§ 

Sphere of 
Conflict 

Social 
Personal 
EconOtniC 
Not Cl.ea~ 

Total 

9 
5 

22 
18 

Nchof news• 
paper 
ine·idents 

1 
5 

19 
a 

t5 

No,. of offi· 
cial record 
cases 

2 ... 
3 

10 
_.., _____ .. _. ________ ..................... .__._ ................... -..... -.. ,..... .................. . 
T o t a 1 54 39 15 



Table ;1\totJ, 

Kind gf H§£ftSSe.ent 

51. Insult/ Beat- Mur- Rape/ Burn- T.cu~·- Raid Quar- thr- £nc2:0- Unto-, Kld• Not To-
No. Abuse ing; dar MCJ:le- ing ture ~el eat achmen~ uch·a• na·p• e.le- tal 

st. a- /tres:s- bt.l~- p1n; eu:· 
tion p.aesing ty 

(t) ·(2) '(3) (4) (S) ( 6) ('7) (8) (9) ttO) (tt) (12) ( 13) (14) 

t. No. of news- 4 5 10 5 2 1 5 t 1 1 . ... ·- 3 44 
paper 
incidents 

2. No .. af of'fi- 3 4 1 - 1 - ~ 2 - 1 2 t 1' ' 17 
cial 
Z"ecord 
cases 

T o t a 1 9 ,, 5 3 7 ' 2 3 1 ' 4 6t 
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Now a final look at the problem and essesaing 

the scope of future study for Ph.D. The problem of th£.9 

study •. as stated in Chapte~ l, has been to &tudy th·a ~on-. 

flict between the HsJ:ijans and the caste Hindus which £$ 

supposed to be in tel'tns of the caste· Hindu aggression o-. 

the ttarijsns~ 

Chapter II p.»avides .a pit:ttJJ!G of the eocio~ 

economic bat!kgxound of the lferJ.jens in ~elet£on to thet 

of the other Hindu eestes. Though p:rogreaa is made in the 

ephet'et:t Qf education, employmen·t and eo o·n• yet the oveJ:a11 

picture appears to be grim as compoxoed tct p~ogrsss mad·e by 

the other communities. 

Chapter II I end l \1 high l!ght the £ntensi ty of 

conflict between the Hari Jans end the nan•HariJen tU.ndus • 

The image of the Har1jans unveiled by Ambedkar•a work (l'El~ 

viewed in Chapter l) yea~a back st111 ee~ms to be holding 

t~ue. 

As analysed in Chapter IV, conflict seems to be 

concant%ated mostly £n econ.omlt:: sphe"e• Incidents t~f the 

type of higheJ: wage demands by tha He~i.jan$, the HerlJ~os 

stealing money or gold from the caste Hindu ho~see., enema• 

chment of the Harijan lends by the caste Hindus, stealing 

the haz:vested crop o.f the Herijt;tn.e. eto. fa11 in this tate• 

gory. The other conf1ict-caneentratf3d spheres appe.a1: to b-t;t 

soc-ial and personal, t.hough the number of incidents tthic'h 

cannot be cloesified due to the inadequacy of the informs• 

tion in the reports. The striking fact thls analysis re"'" 



veals is that hal'assment of economic nature predominates 

moH than the hatra$sment in terms of untouchability end 

social segregation,. F urthe~ confl.tc t.,. as the data su ggeet., 

epp·ears to be orgard.$ed. When the he~assment is d4rected 

at a gn.up of or individual ffarijans • it seems to be alway& 

that the -ha~asaer in many cases is e fi'OUP of the caste 

Hindus. The extent of heres$ment~can be guessed by the 

fact that gruesome murder incidents outnumber all other 

kinds of h~rassment1 only .'to he fo!~owets by tor.tu~:e• beat• 

ing; ar rape. 

In this thesis, the coneept of 'conflict' is used 

in different ways, l.e .. as different attitudes. physicusl 

violence, individual or g~up quer1'els, etc. Besice11y1 

.eopt'l.!c..t lEi understood as •attitude (inher:ent) Q17 beha~ 

v.lour (manifest) antagonistic towaJ:dS each other of two o~ 

mo~e pe~ties•. The pa~tie·s could be individual or g10upe 

which may o~ may not be ot"ganised but with a definite 

motive to oppoe·e the interests of the otilEu: pa1:ty. 1'ha 

group may be qrganiaed only to fulfil such a restricted 

motive. It mey alwa,ys ente~tein an interest to supp.teas 

the opponent g~oup. 

This study Qnl.v reveals the manifested form{$) of 

c;onflict. The l:easons though mentioned in the newspapQ~ 

reports and official cases are not reported in detail. 

Only a primary study involving the techniques of observe• 

tion, interviews. case studies and s.o on, may reveo1 a 

fuller picture of the form of conflict between the Harijans 

and the caste Hindus. 
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The present study is not •only limited irt its 

scope but has been handicapped by the limf.tstiens in relv•. 

ing upon aecondar.v sources of information. in this easa 

the newspepe~ t:eports end the official realrds. Yet this 

i a en e·ttempt towa~:de understanding the Pl'O b1em ~hkh u 

of impo~tence in the present day lndLa when the Government 

is sparing fto effo~te to enfv~ce eQuality Qf ~tatus and 

equality of ~ppo~tunity by legal "'.sSJ~uraEt' end t yet ~ore 

amended legal measu:t13e to enforce.· stl'icfly the earl.tu . . 

ones. Though this study.prov1dee only e rou9h picture of 

the nature of eonf:'l.L~t.a:elat1onahip between th~ Hatijans 

and the ~este Hindus .• £t may be conaid~red e step in that 

directi.Qrh lt also highlights tha need fo~ a more $.nten~ 

s.tve study of the Hal'ijon.-e.aete ttindu conflict rsletionship 

in Andhra Pradesh. 
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