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WOMEN WHO ONLY SERVE CHAI

This book investigates the experiences of women city councilors in India. It
folloyvs the careers of women in Jaipur, Rajasthan, who were brought into
public ofﬁc.e through a gender quota instituted over two decades ago. It reveals
how, even 1n ofﬁce,_ women continue to face stigma and normative restrictions
imposed by a society not entirely willing to accept them in a public and
independent position; and how men, technically blocked by the gender quota
from holding office themselves, continue to exert control and influence over
women officeholders, even sidelining them in many cases as proxies. The volume
Jlso documents the role of these men, colloquially known as parshad-patis,
who have uniquely subverted the gender quota without violating any of the
formal quota rules. To combat these challenges, the author presents pragmatic
approaches to empower women in political offices at the grassroots and
highlights the need for a comprehensive support structure to aid gender quota
institutions in delivering equality in highly patriarchal environments.
Drawing on extensive fieldwork and interviews with elected members and
their spouses, as well as journalists, women’s rights activists, and student
political leaders, this book provides fascinating insights into the everyday
politics of India. It will be of great interest to scholars and researchers of
gender studies, politics, political processes, and South Asian studies.

Brian Turnbull is a faculty member at the University of South Florida in
the Department of Sociology, USA, with interdisciplinary interests in
democratic representation, gender and politics, South Asian politics, and
qualitative methodology. He has primarily conducted rescarch on the use
of gender quotas to improve representational equality in the global §oth,
but he has also published on authoritarian consolidation and qualitative
methodologies in the field. He teaches comparative politics a nd coordinates
student internships for the department. He enjoys preparing students for
their careers and post-university work by encouraging the developmert (?f
communication, collaboration, and critical thinking skills. Hg recelVCd hli
PhD in political science with focuses in comparative politics aqd I
relations from the University of Kansas, USA. Prior, he received his MA T
security studies from Georgetown University, Washingtor: D.C, USA-

@ Scanned with OKEN Scanner



WOMEN WHO ONLy
SERVE CHAI

Gender Quotas, Reservations and
Proxies in India

Brian Turnbﬂll

é Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group
LONDON AND NEW YORK

@ Scanned with OKEN Scanner



R0 ® 5209 7

~T3M 1
Lo O

First South Asia edition 2023

First published 2022
by Routledge
4 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN

and by Routledge
605 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10158

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group,
an informa business

© 2022 Brian Turnbull

The right of Brian Turnbull to be identified as author of this work
has been asserted in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of the
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or
reproduced or utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical,
or other means, now known or hereafter invented, 1ncludmg

photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or
retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publishers.

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks
or registered trademarks, and are used orly for identification and

explanation without intent to infringe.

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
A catalog record for this book has been requested

ISBN: 978-1-032-46645-3 (hbk)
ISBN: 978-1-003-29146-6 (ebk) 320.08209564
DOLI: 10.4324/9781003291466 T84983 Wo
g;%;i;lggzlgﬁ?age, LLC I.llllﬂl!‘!jl‘ gllgl III

Printed and bound in India

For sale in India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka only.

27/59
B@G‘nq @oog bdh?bkim’ﬁ
BAYD/s63 It 29/o1]24
“,7:;:“.?:;.’7'1' :( (=3 & ev _CPS / ¢S85

@ Scanned with OKEN Scanner



CONTENTS

Acknowledgements
List of abbreviations

Parshad-patis and proxies
No quick fixes

The parshad-patis
Demanding a place
Entrenched obstacles

Moving forward

Index

Vi
viit

24
43
68
96

139

157

y
@ Scanned with OKEN Scanner



