GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION IN MANIPUR
(1890 -~ 1947)

Dissertation submitted in partial fulfilment
0f the requirenents for the Degree of

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY

by

Ms ASHIKHO HENIA

ZAKIR HUSAIN CENTRE FOR EDUCATIONAL STUDIES
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
JAWAHARLAL NRERU USIVERSITY
NEW DELHX

1981



" JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY Gram : JAYENU

652282

- SCHOOL OF 80CIAL SCIEICES Telephone : ¢37714
ZAKIR HUSAIN CEITRE FOR New Mehrauli Road,
EDUCATIONAL STUDIES NEW DELHI-110067.

Decenber 1, 1981

CERMIFICME

This is to certify that the dissertation
entitled "Grosth and Development of Education in
Manipur, 1890-1947* by Ashikho Henia is in fulfilment
of eight credite out of tﬁe_total reguirenents of
twenty~four credits for the Degree of laster of
Philosopbhy of this University. Thie is her owvn work
and has hot been submitted for any other degree of

this or other university.

1 recommend that thie Dissertation may be placed

before the examiners for evaluation.

< b O Slah

( suresh C. Ghosh
Chairman and Supervisor



ACKNOWLEDGEMEN TS

I am deeply indebted to Dr. 5.C. Ghosh, Chairman,
Zakir Husgain Centre for Eduegtional Studies, School of
Secial Sciences, Jawaharial Nehru University, for the
valuable guidance and encouragesent given to me at vari-

ous stages of the writing of this M.Phil Dissertation.

My thanks are also due to the Librariauns and
Members of the Staff of Jawabarlal Nehru Udiversity,
Rew Delhi; National Archives of India, New Delhi; Cene
tral Secretariat Library, New Delhi; Nehru Meworial
Museun and Library, New Delhi; aud Indian Council of
World Affairs Library, New Delhi, for the help rendered
to me in locating source materials and certain rare books

for this research work.

I also extend my sincore gratitude to the autho-
rities of the University Grazats Commission, New Delht

for awarding me the Junior Research Fellowship.

NEW DELII, ASHIKHO HRNIA
DECEMBER 1, 1981.



CONTENTS

| Pages
INTRODUCTION 1-5
CHAP TERS
 § - GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 6 - 74
11 CONTRIBUTION BY THE STATE GOVERNMENT
IN COLLABORATION WITH THE BRITISH
OFFICIALS TOWARDS EDUCATIOR 75 - 109
111 CONTRIBUTION OF MISSIONARIES
TOWARDS EDUCATION 110 - 138
Iv IMPACT OF RDUCATION ON SOCIETY 139 ~ 150
v ~ CONCLUSION 151 - 160
BIBLIOGRAPHY 161 ~ 167

APPENDICES I-VIiT



T2t e

| ABHIPUR

ey

SHOWING B
TISTRICTS, SUB-DIVISIONS ekt

Q & W¥m APRC
f{&whacémn m“““v

L )
P ¥
53
;'-!
v...

;
Qi

CHYRACRALIOUR
» . }

o/
v/
1

.y

>

A ) INTEQHATIO

o

e o SR B, 2%

TSI g p

e o

—

S % ki .

AL

o

BoVHDARY
OISTRCT

BOUROBRY
1527wl Glvs

o

@,

Sources Government of Meniour,

1979,



INTRODUCTIOR

In the late 19th century (1880s), Hanipur, North-East
of India was in deep turmoil and consequently, the British took
over Manipur in 1891. Sinee then, till 1947, Hanipur
administration was in the bands of the British Political Agents
with the State Darbar and the Maharaja as titular Native-King
without absolute political power.

Qﬁanipur was conquered by the British in 1891, and the
British re-established the system of indirect rule, 'Rative
Rule', with a British Political Agent, a State Darbar with a
Haharaja:) During this period there prevailed two so-called
political and administrative systems both in the Hills and Plains
of Hanipur, (In the Plain/Valley areas there prevailed the
feudal Momarchical system whereas in the Hill areas there
prevailed the Tribal Traditional Democratic systems of Village
Chiefdoms 9ractised by the Nagas in particular and Kukig as
we11£> Hanipur was adoinistered by the British indirectly which
functioned in accordance with the whims and wishes of the
British Political Agents and other native-officials. So it is
essential to investigate as to how and why the British set up
and developed the tpllowings according to Western models such as,
Education, Administration Policy, Judicial System, Revenue,

Industry, Police and Military departments etc, both in the
Hills and Plain areas of Manipur,

(?efore the British advent, Education had been mostly
confined to the Royal and Noble circles oanly in Manipur.



Moreover the system of education was in the form of Sanskrit
Tols, Pathsalas and Hadrassas especlally in the Plain areas of
Hanipur., But in the Hill areas the same type of education was

unknown except the Tribal-traditional practice of unwritten

system of education., But with the coming of the British the
education system had abruptly changed and yet effectively
devgioped in Hanipur. However, in the beginning, the British ({
did not encourage the Hill-Tribes to educate more than the Middle

School ﬂtandardt/

In the Hill areas the medium of instructions vere mainly
conducted both in English and Manipuri language in Bengalee
script in all the schools. Whereas, in the Piain areas the
medium of instructions were conducted in English, Manip@ri
language in Bengali script, separate school for Bengali |
language and script, Sanskrit #nd Arabic as well, (Thas the
growth and development of education in Hanipur was firmly
founded through grants-in-aid, in the form of Manipur State 7
Govermment Fund and the Imperial Fund (British India). )

As the Govermment officlals were greatly burdened about
the minute details og*gggggigixation. consequently they
realised the need for education, the changing system axt
subgequently revised their policy. In this way the importance

of imparting education to the general public was started with
great emthusiasm so that they could use the services of the

Native«educated persons for running the administration '



/

smoothly by employing them as soldiers, clerks, peons, Lambus,

Tead‘ers and Evangelistsg, etc.

(?t could also be seen how and why Western Education was
1ntfodkosd, nourished, promoted and developed in the State with
the coming ot the'éhriutian Missionaries (American Baptist
Mission and North-East India General Mission). In the beginning
fho.niasloﬁarioé came to Hanipur to preach and propagate the
Childtian religioi, fbiiowing the colonlal steps of the British
?oliiical Agenté. But later on they found practical difficulties
especially among the Valley/Plain peoples as most of them, except
certain $gggg§§£_§£gup, were already confirmed and professed
Vgiggggxllﬂ_ﬂiada_raligicn. This neQ religion came from Beugal
thrbngh a famous philanthrophist and a leading Pandit, naned,
Shanti Das, in the early 18th century. Aund as such the
Christian Misgsionaries could not find an alternaiive for preaching

the Gospel message in the Valley of Manipur during this perilod.

But ultimately and with the sole consent of the British
Pbliticai Agonts the Missionaries went to the Hill areas and
there they found the blank-sheet of foreign contacts and thus
they preached there and converted the simple imnocent Hill Tribals
to Christianity. They faced stiff resistance for conversion in
the beginning even at the risk of their lives, [ﬁha Hill-Tribals
were aninists, nature worshippers having their own style of life
1;%}impllcity and frankness with open minded society according to
their customs and tréditiens of their respective Tribes before
the coming and contact of the Christian Missionaries. But



gradually the Missiouaries tamed and lured them away with the
Biblical Message of Love, Hell and Heaven, and thnd'ultinat;ly‘
they founded Ghurchaa; Schools, DPispensaries for the Hill Tribes
and the Tribals naturally found and felti the need for a mew yet
Weptern civilization throuzh and mainly chriatiig-ﬁducation. :
Thus, the Christian Missionaries established and developed
numerous schools/institutions and paved a new emphasis to the

learning of the 3-R's. Thus to trace out as to how educatiomal

development along with Christianity especially in the Hill-Tribhal
areas of Manipur would certainly add a nev academic dimension .

about the genorous humanitarian contridbutions by certain Western
Christian Misstonariea$J

- Because of modern education, its growth and dav0109meht,
alongwith the existihg indigenous shools, new ideas, values,
norms have given and created a great iumpact in the Manipuri
society. People began to yearn more for higher learning on
Western models., New political-aduinistrative systems, religlous
outlook, educational standards, Law and Justice, Police and
Hilitary systews etc. emerged, adopted, developed and improved,
The impact of the growth and developument of education in ﬁanipur
contributed tremendously to socinl change, awakened a brighter
hope, a desire for dynamic change from extreme orthodoxy to
liberalism and toleration for mutual accouwodation of all Faiths
and Cultures, with the spirit of Secularisa aﬁd Democracy, have

been created for a better society.

Since there has been no available secondary work on the
subjoct of the growth and development of Bducation in Hanipur,



this reuearch work is based mainly on priggzz_snurnﬁl_azailable
in the form of ugggﬁ}igged as well as gubﬁfgggg_gggggggxs, such
as afttcial correspondences and reports, aurv@ys and accounts,
Gazetteers, contewporary meuolrs, paupbhlets and newspapers..
Some secondary works hove also been found to be relevant to

this work. Details of these sources are given in the Bibliography.



CHAPTER X

GENERAL_ADMIRISTRATION

The Britisﬁ Bagt India Conmpavy bad conguered Bengal in
1757. The Britieh did not intend to cxtend their tarritory
;;~;ts northeeastern regién\till the noxt century. This &s
very clear from the fact that inspite of the golden opportunity
to antex Assaw when ag appoal of Gaaurinath for help during the
civil var was compiied with 4n thé person of Captain Velsh, who
vot only supported and drove away eneules but also restored lgw
and order in the country. But ¥Welsh was recalled back by the
Caleutte antbority in 2794, The Compary rendered help in order
to gein knowledge of the unknown country or “"frow motives of
humani ty and fron a wish to be better informed of the interior
State of Assan, its cosuerce etc@“* However the success of the
expedition was not followed up, instead the troops were recalled
on the ground thet the nun«intarigrénce policy was the keynote
of the day thus leaving the country to 1is fate after getting all
the information about iis people, wealth ete. Secoudly, the
economic impertaﬁée of the country at that time was not yet
realised and a$ such the need to ogcupy or emnex it did not

arise,

But the policy of non-interforence did not prove

advantagoous 4o them ic gubsequent yecars. Gait wrote that
- "the British povernment was not accustomed to interfere in tho

1. H.K. Barpujari, ?oiiticai History of Assaum,
sggs"' 212 701. # p.




ihternal affairs of foreign states."2 Acoording to the
Governor-General, Sir John Shore, they tried to wash their
hands ia regard to the affairs of the North-Eastern region
mainly because their interest was not affected or in other
-words they remained only as an ' ohserver vaiting for an
opportunity, yet the prevailing policy of nonpihterference wag
t0 De abandoned due to the increaging growth of the different
Iuperialistic powers, Firstly, the increasing interest of
Russia in the near and Hiddle BEast was a threat to the British
pover in India, Secondly, the>dereat of the NHapoleonic France
wags not the defeat of the French altogether in the East., 1In
fact the smmity between the two power is widened. Bealising
that the French were active in the East-Burma, the Company had
to take effective measures to prevent them from establishing
their hold in that area which would be a menace to their
power in India. Thirdly, after the British withdrawal from
Assam, Burma was eiboldened and established her control over
the whole Rorth Bastern region, namely, NHanipur, Assgan,

Cachar etc, and was designing to conquer even Bengal which

naturally perturbed the British authorities in Calcutta,

So the Britigh felt that ®any power which might advance
along the Brahmaputra into Central and Eastern Bengal was a
potential thrgat“s to them., Therefore thevdetermination to
resist the Burmese necessitated the concouragement of tha.

Assamese and the frontier tribes to oust the foreign yoke,.

2 B.A. Gait, A Histegﬁ of Asgan, p.233.
3 R.K. Barcoah, David Scott in North East

Indiﬁ 2 1802*‘1821 ¥ p [ 530



Accordingly the Horth Eastern Rajas and Chiefs were won over

one after another by means of agreements in the course of
which the need for restoring the rightful clatment to the

throne was felt. Assam was commercially impdrtant to the
British right frow the early 1820's, wiih defeat of the
Burmese the country came under the Company's influence, Teupted
and encouraged by the wealth of Assam, the British Cowmpany
started improving transport and communication systems. Besides
this, the general foreign policy of the British governmeant in
Britain changed with the coming of the Whigs to power in the |
18308 to maintaiving and extending "Great Britain's power not
only in Europe but all over the world to protect and extend
British Imperial and trading interasis and to enforce inter-
nationalagreements for the abolition of the slave trade.":

It vas on this that their policy in the North East India was
based and carried out. It ias in the course of exploiting the
wealth of Assam that the British came in direct contact with
the immediate Hill tribes including the Nagas.

Geographically the frontier areas neoded special skill
and tacties to socure lasting peace and for that the British
took care to prevent the Bugsdan influence from ontering India
through the North West frontier ahd algso to check the power
of Barma on the Worth East. Therefore, the British had to

follow different types of policles sulted to the circumstances

&, W.D. Hussey, British History (1815-1939), p.47.



and positions. "The British also were conscious of the
necessity of developing closer political relationship with
the neighbouring border kingdomws, such as, Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan

and Sikkim which becomes protected allies in that process.“s

Historical and Political Background

Hanipur, an erstwhile petty princely State, was situated
on a strategically important gone between Burma and Assam, was
very much an area of imperial concern. In fact "The British
policy towards Manipur was largely dictated by thbe Burma-phobia
and by the increasing influence of France in the Indo-Chinese
peninsula."® And 1t nay be the reason that "the First Anglo-
Burmese War of 1824-206 was fought out due to the fear of the
growing Angio-French rivalry in commercial interests in the
East."/ later on Burma felt a prey to the British colonialists

in the process of exploiting the country.

The history of Manipur containg not wmuch interest antil
abont 1714, vThere‘was constant feud between Burma and Manipur.
Burma invaded Manipur and had asserted her supremacy and
sometimes reduced Manipur to a Tributory State, So the ruler,
Jai Singh, having sought the aid of the British a Treaty of
alliance which was negotiated in 1562. This was the first

5. B, Prasad, Foundations of India' 8 Fore_g_
Policy (1860-82), p.79.

6. B.C. Chakravarti British Relation with thg
Hill Tribes of ssam. p.1065.

7. K. Bakshi, British Dipiomacy and Administration
1n Indie (1807-13), » 1%"2
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formal agreement between Manipur and the British government

of India {or the British East-India Company).

| The British policy as known to the world was that of
her policy: 'Divide and Rule' and its policy towards Manipur'
was no exception. The relation between the British and the
Rative State of Manipur was conducted through a Political
Agent who was under the control of the Chief Commissioner of
Agsam, and who was appointed from among the District Officers
of the Province. However its formal relation was mainly
originated in the first Burmése war and only after the
conclusion of the Ireaty of Yandabo on 24th February 1826, by
which the British recognised Gambhir Singh's title to the
throne (1824-34) of Manipur. But confusion arose about his
soverignty "with regard to Manipur, it was stipulated that
should Gambhir Singh desire to return to that country he shall
be recognised by the King of as Rajah thereoi.”s It was not
clarified whether Gambhir Singh should be treated as the
soverign ruler of Manipur or a vassal king under Burma. The
British were anxious not to allow Manipur to remain a
dependency of Burma for the Burmese political over Manipur
would expose the Sylhet frontier to the danger which had
precipitated the war in 1824.9 The goverument of India

regarded Manipur as a protected State. A surprising feature
0of the Treaty of Yandabo was that it was silent about the
Kabo (Kabaw) Valley which had been a boni of contention

8. Alexander Maekenzie, Histor% of the Relations
of the Government with the Tribes of the North-
East Frontier of Bengal, p.150.

9. R.C. Majumdar, British Paramountcy and Indian
Renaissance, Part I, Vol.IX, p.1028.

A
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between Burma and Manipur., The Valley unquestionably belonged
to Manipur and it was never in any seunse a Burmese province,
being, when not under Manipur a feudatory of the great Shan

Kingdom ot~?ong.‘ﬁ

The Burmese claimed this territory and

the British upheld the claim, By the Treaty of 1834 the Ka#o
Valley was thus transtarred tromvﬁanipuf to Burma énd the
government of India which while conscious of thé Just claims

of Gaﬁbhir Singh'which had to be sacrificed for placating
Burma, agreed to pay 05.6,000/« per annum to Manipur State aé
compensation.11 This measure was of a friendly gesture to
ﬁurna by the British, BSubsequent aduministrative arrangements
were the transferrance of more Naga areas/territories to
Manipur by the British policy of Divide and Rule. For the
first time in 1851 the British recognised a Hanibur Raja thereby
formalising the subordinate status of Hanipur. After 1858, all
Indian Princes, including Manipur began to receive Sanads
(Royal Gifts). Disputed succession had always been a cause

of trouble and anxiety in Manipur and the British spared no

pains to figh in such troubled waters.

The British government appointed a Commission in 18861
to lay down a definite houndary to replace the imaginary line

10. Sigiaanes Johnstone, HManipur and Kaga Hills,
P . V

11. R.C. Majumdar, op.cit,, p.1029. See alsgo
Mackenzie, opcit., p.152, :
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(Border Post) drawn northﬁards from the Kabo valley in 1824,
known as Pemberton's line, Thus till 1880, Manipur was
constantly troubled with constant raids and expeditions such
as, by the NHagas from the Naga-Hills, the Sooties or Kamhow
Tribe, the Chassad Tribes and the Lushais etc. During the
anﬁexation of King Thebou's dominations, & suall force under
Colonel Johnstone, resident in ﬁanipnr succeeded in rescuing
'8 number of British subjects and Buropeans held in North

Burma.12 '

In 1886, the Maharaja, Chandrakirti died and was succeeded
by his eidest son, Surachandra., HMajor Jamea Johnstone retiréﬂ in
the sawe year and his place was taken over by Major Trottei, but
he too died within gix weeks of his appointment. Then Grimwood
was sent to Manipur as Political Agent from Sylhet but was
transferred after eleven months of service in Manipur to Shillong.
In the meantime, Mr, Heath was appointed but he too died within
a réw days. So in 1889, Mr. Grimvwood was called back to Hanipur

as Political Agent.i3 During this period the Maharaja Chandrakirt:

bad ten sous atd thus left them behind who grouped themselves

12. W.W,. Huntek, lmperial Gazettecors of India,
Vol .Ix, p.327.

13. Appointment of efficient persons and frequent changes
of the incumbent gave opgortunity for domestic
squables within the Royal family. Thus it was said
that extension of the British Empire upto Manipur was
consequent upon domestie strifes in the royal family
on one hand and the success of British on the other.

But, the manner in which Manipur lost her Indegendence
in the bands of British forces deserves specia
mention in this context.
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{nto two rival camps. And so, the grouping into camps was
important in the analysis of the events of the Manipur Palace
Revolution of 1891, The first group (camp) consisted of
Maharaja Surachandra and his three other brothers whereas the
second group consisted of Kulachandra (Jubraj heir apparent),
Tikondra jit (Senapati, Commander-in.Chief), Angou Sana and
Zila Ngamba,

It was this grouping and the fight betweon the two
groups that put an end to the Independence of Manipur whiéh
it enjoyed. (In fact there was no real rivalry between
Maharal, Surachandra and his gtep brother, Kulachandra, the
heir apparent-Judbraj. As history has it, at the root of the
confliict and serious rivalry lay hetween the younger brothers
of both camps., The British Government took advantage of the
situation and they lost no time in bringing the confliet
into its climax., See also, J. Roy, History of lanipur, p.107.)
During Surachandra's reign there were revolts, in suppressing
for which the British rendered assistance according to their

4 He had to face a sea of troudbles like fear of

pledgu.l
overthfouing hin from the throne, uprising by the Kukis living
in the froutier created troubles in 1887 but on this
occasions, Tikendrajit went with a force and suppressed it

and their leader Tombu was arrested. The king was a peaceful

14, L. Ibongohal Singh, Introduction to HManipur,
pp' 153"15#0 7
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man and was "never anything more than a puppet and the real '
Ruler of Hanipur since 1880 had been the Semapati, Tinkendrajit,
a man who had always been hostile to fhe éritish 1ntluence."15
Moreover the popularity and ability of Tikendrajit drew upon
him to wrath of the HBigh Comsand of the British government
although the Political Agent at Imphal HMr. Grimwood liked him.
The dissensions between the two rival factions of the Roysal
brothers over petty matterg were at last culminated in the
Palace Revolution early in Septeuber 1890, The storm that had
long been gathered amongst the Princes at Manipur came to head
and burst. The spark that kindled the blaze arose out of a
very suall matter indeed., The immediate occasions seem to be
the humiliation inflicted upon Angao Sena and Zila Gumba by
the King at the instance of Pucca Sena., They lost some of
their offices, rights and privileges and had good reason to
fear that they would be either banished or punished. This
goaded them to rebellious ideas., So at midnight when the
Haharaja had retired and the rest of the Palaco was wrapped

in slumber, those itwo Princes scaled the walls leading to

the Maoharaja's apartment and began firing of nifle shots into
the windows and bed chambers of King Surachandra who
 immediately and sileutly fled to the Residency (the Building
0f the Political Agent), Tikendrajit was not present at the

15. M, Bhatiacharya, Gazetteers of lIndia (Maniguf).
p.84,
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"time of the occurrence. But joined his two step brothers
afterward and the whole Palace was occupied without any

bloodshed.

For reasons not definitely known, Jubraj, Kulachandra
was not in the Palace the night when the incident took place
but returned only in the morning and was proclaimed King.

In the meantime the ex-Kihg, Surackandra had found shelter in
the Residency along'with his brothers, ministers and a sumber

of alaraced retainers.is

At the Residency the Maharaja expeoted that the Political

Ageat would help him and restore him to the throne, dut a
surprise lay in store for him ag the Political #gent disarmed
the follovers of Surachaudra awnd told that he should not be
allowed to fight until the orders of the Chief Commissioner of

Assam were received, Instecad the Political Agent urged the
Haharaja to exert himself to regain the throne by other means.
Mrs, Grimwood, wife of the Political Agent reported’’ tnat
the Haharaja did not listen to this advice and after hours
spent in fear as to what the next move might be signified
his attention to make a formal abé}cation. "He requested the

Political Agent to ncke arrangements for his journey to

18

Brindaban, ® Mr. Grimwood accordingly comunicated the

16, R,C. Majumdar, op.cit.,, Part I, Chapter XXVIII,
p.714.

17. Ethel St. Claire Grimwood, My Three Years in
f&uiaﬂr. pp¢ 14‘30"1"10
is8. J. Roy, History of Maunipur, p.109.
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intention of the Maharaja to Tikendrajit and his party. On
hearing this news they were pleased and agreed. Later on he
commnicated to the Govermor General of India, "But a further
complication was wade by ex-King Surachanira that immediately
after he crossed the territory limits of Hanipur, telegraphed |
to the govermment of India that he had not adbicated and that
the Political Agent bad misunderstood him., So on reaching

Calcutta he applied to the Governwent of India to restore him
to the throne:ig

Thus there was confusion of counsels among the British
authority. The government of India was disposed to restore
the ex~King to the throne and re-assert his authority. But
Grimwood, the Political Agent of Manipur, and Mr, Quinton, the
Chief Commissioner of Aggam, objected to the proposal tooth
and nail, ™"The Chief Commigsioner euntirely supports the
Political Agent's view that the abdication of the Maharaja
was intended to be permanent, He is strongly opposed to his
being reinstated; considers that the country will be more
content and botter governed by the Jubraj.”zo Finally the

19, Foreign and Political Deptt. Proceedings, 1891~
Secret-E, Nos. 101-156, No.150, p.24. Confidential
letter from the Viceroy of India to the Secretary
of State, London., %It ig the right and duty of the
British Government to settle successions in subordinate
Native States. Every successionsmust be recognised by
the Britigh Goverment and no succession is valid until
‘recognition has been given. HManipur is a subordinate
Native state. The British govermment recognised
successions in Manipur and have asserted suzuM4'M§=
in many ways and Manipur ruling fami ly have repeatedly
acknowledged their position of depenlence. It was
the right and duty to uphold Native Chiefs recogniged
by the British in case of gross misrule and punish
unlawful revolt againil their authority."®

20, Foreign and Political Dept. Proceedings, 1891 (April),
Secret-E, Nos. 3-55 (quoted from the letter of the
Secretary to the Chief Comuissioner of Agsam).
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Government of India decided that Kulachandra-Jubraj aight
be recognised as the Maharaja of MHanipur if he agreed to
the following conditions asi-

1) To administer the country according to the choice of
the Political Agent.
i11) To deport Tikendrajit from Manipur, and

111) To allow the Political Agent to keep 3000 soldiers
in the Residence.

The Government of India, therefore, ordexred the Chief
Comuigsioner of Assam to proceed to Manipur and carry out the
above terms in a Parbar., "It s difficult to say which .
showed the greatest want of wisdom, the gwernment in issuing
such an order or the Chief Commissioner in accepting such a

wission quite derogatory to one of such high rank.*gi

Fot surprisingly, Mr, Quinton's HMission proved a
lamentable failure and his repeated attempts to bag the tigef
in his own den eventually resulted iv the outbreak of the war
on March 24, 1891. The Politiocal Agent,/ﬂr. Grimwood, kept
secret the real object of the visit of the Chief Commissioner,
Mr. Quinton and disarmed the suspiclon of the royal family of
Hanipur by false stories rezarding the decision of the
British govermient to banish Tikendrajit, But 1t was the
inability or unwillingness of the Hegent, Kulaénandra to

21. Johnstone, Hanipur and Naga Hills, p.278.
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banish PTikendrajit that led to all the troubles,2> The sudden
and unpr-oked attack on the Manipur ?hlaca by the British troops
during the night (to capture Tikendrajit) set ablaze the flame
that destroyed the British officers as well as the Manipur
State. |

During the cease fire the Chied Commissioner of Agsan,
the Political Agent of Mauipur and some other high army officials
(who were perhaps given the safe conduct) went to the Palace for
nogotiationg with the Haharaja and the Senapati. No sooner had
they come out of the Palace than the mob who assembled in the
compound attacked and brutally murdered the Chief Commissioner
of Assam and the Political Agent of Manipur and wounded
Mr, Simpson but the other officers were arrested who were later
on killed at the instance of old Thangal-General without the
knowledze of the Regent, Kulachandra and Tikendrajit Senapati.
(The entire responsibility fastens around General Thangal who
had personal grudge against Grimwood and Simpson, Had the
other British officers were spared things might turn out
di fferently but it was toovlate.)

The government of Indi2 now felt deeply concerned over
‘the cold-blooded murder of the officers and sent a fullscale
British force in three columns, nanely,

(A) Kohima column (Naga Hills) under Brigadier-General
H, Collett,

22, Indian Historical Records Commission Proceedings,
Vol XXXV, Part II, p.140,
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(8) Silchar Column (Cachar) under Lt.Col. R.A.F., Reanick,
and

{C) Tacmau Column {Burma) under Brigadier General, T. Graham.

Thus Hanipur was occupied within a month and the Union
Jack was hoigsted over the Capital (Impbal) on 27 April, 1691,

This triumphantly sounded the death-knell of whatever soverign
pover Manipur had enjoyed. The Maharaja Kulachandra was
deported to Andamans but Tikendrajit and Thangal the Genmeral
vwere executed despite the Queen's and the fHoyal Ladies' protests,
becauge they were considerod responsible for the war against the
British, Since then the British Imperialists at ounce assumed
the role of Raj-makers and set themselves to dedde the fate of
HManipur, Opinion on the question of whether the State should

be annexed to British India or not, was discusﬁed but divided
sharply. Regarding thié question there was wmuch debates both

in the House of Gommoné and the House of lords in British
Parllamént. Two former Viceroys, namely, Lord North Brook

-and Lord Ripon particiﬁated in the debate and begged the
British Government not to annex the Princely State of Hanipur,

But the new Chiof Comnissioner of Agsam Mr, Ward in
his note dated 16th July, 1891, had strongly recommended the
anncexation of the State of Manipur and said "that 1f a
Native State wages war againétthn Queen, that alone is
sufficient and justifiable ground for annexing the State to
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British territoryﬂ.23 The pro-annexationists held that

any measure that was short of annexation of the oxtenﬂing'
state would be interpreted by every Native State in India
as a sign of weakness, Mr. Duishah Andeshir of Baroda, a
close friend of Lord Landsowne suggested "substituting for
the name of Manipur the term 'Quintopur' after the name of |
G.¥, Quinton, late, Chief Commissloner of Assam was murdered
at Xmphal, Manipar during his mission visit to Hanipur in
1891, which would remain as an oxample of standing reproach
to the people of Manipur., Lord lLansdowne, while admitting
that the government had undoubtedly a moral right to annex
the State of Manipur for it had heen guilty of rebéllton,
also favoured the policy of infiicting suafficlent punishment
ou the State without amnexing it.

Viscount Cross, in a debate in the House of lords,
expresséd disapproval of annexation on the ground that
aunexation would undoubtedly involve an application of the
cumbrous mﬁcpinery of the British law to HMapipur with
couslderable and trouble and it might give to Native
Princes o mistakeun idea of the policy of Her Majesty's
goverzment. "In the end the government of India declared

that the State of Manipur had become forfeit to the crown

23. Foreign and Political Deptt. Proceedings,
Oct. 1891, Nos. 123-147.
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but the Queen Expross of Indla had been graclously pleased
to forego her undoubted right and to permit re-establishment
of Bative rule under & ninor Raja on suitable sruuaén.*eﬁ
Thus Her Majesty wmade a regrant of it os an act of mercy.

So the form of aduintstration kunown as 'Native Rule' was
astablishcﬁ in Hanipur, It made 8 very dx;atle‘pﬁiicy(enaﬁge
in its status or rather Manipur was put on an entirely

diffexent footing.

d.14, Durand, Secretary to the Goveroment of India
snid that the decislon 20t to annex was & decision fwposed
upon the governument of India by Her lajesty, ithe Queen.
fir Vard propesed that he would confer upon him the title

~of Baja not Maharaja and tie hin gown by strict conditions
especlally defining his position as one subordinatfion to
the Quecn Bupress of india and making the existence of the
State depcundent upon the loynlty and good conduct of the

Raja and hie successors,

HMajor Haxwoll, the new Political Agent of Manipur
who also became the Suporintendent of the State suggested
that the five year old, Churachand, son of Chaohiyanma

and great grand-son of Baja Nur Singh, should be the Baja
of Manipur, The goversment of India (under Governor~fioneral

25, Ibgda; p.18,
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in Council) confirmed Maxwell's proposal aud Churachand
was selected as the future ruler of Manipur. chu?achanc
and his successors were to pay an annual tribute of.
85.,2,50,000/~ for the sins of their predecessors. Further
the permanent of the grant was to depend upon the ready
ful filment of all orders given by the British government
with regard to the administration of his territories, the
control of the Hill-Tribes dependent upon Manipur the
conposition of the armed forces of the State and any
other matter in which the British goverament might be
pleased to intervene. Thus the government of India decided
that it would administer the State in the Raja's name,
The British government of India gave to Political Agent,
Hajor Maxwell the following instructions as he should
exercise those powers with due regard for the customs and
traditions of the Hanipuris and should endeavour to
interfere as little as possible with the existing
institutions 131;:r as they might be compatible with the

peace and good order.

The decisions to re-establish native rule and
setting up of & regency aduministration during the uinority
of the young Raja apparently under overall control of the
British officers largely suited the convenience of the
governument, Tﬁe périod of regency (1891-1907) was faully

utilised for making all the major decisions and alsgo
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introducing several changes in the'administrativo set up of
the mative State of Manipur and the years of peace that
followed helped to rehabilitate the economy of the territory.
The Political Agent exercised considerable influence in the
affairs of the State, particularly adninistration of the
tribal areas, which the Raja, even after his formal
installation on the Gaddi (throne) of Hanipur with full power
would find impossible to change. During Gnuraehand’o ninority
(1891-1907) the Political Agent, Major Maxwell administered
the State as the Superintendent, He introduced many reforms
keeping the old institutions in tact as far as possible. He
abolished slavery and Lallup system,

In 1901 Lord Curgon arnd in 1904 Lord Kitchner visited
Manipur. In 1904 thousands of women demonstrated in the towns
(known as First Nupi Lal or First Women's War) to protest
against - and disobey the orders of the Superintendent or
the Political Agent that public should bring bamboo cane
etc. to reconstruct the house 0f the Agsistant Superintendent

which was burut at night,

On 15th Hay, 1907, the charge of the State was
handed over to the Raja. He was to manage the State in
accordance with a set of rules sanctiouned by the government
of India which was called Rules for the Management o0f the
State of Manipur. The Raja was formally installed on the
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Gaddi by Sir lLancelot Hare, Lt,Governor of Eastern Bengal
and Assan, The administration of the State was made over

to Hipg Highness, the Baja and a Darbar (Council) consisting
of a member of an 1.C.5. 0fficer as Vica~?reaid§nt lent from
Assam Provincial Civil Service.zs Besides there were other
Hanipuri members who were entiusted in different portfolios
such as judicial, stateworks, civil police and jail., The
president was incharge of the following, namely, education,
medical and armed State police, The vice-president was
incharge of -~ the Hi1l -~ Tribes, Finance, revenues of all

gorts.

In 1910, the principal political event was the
punitive expedition sent by the government of Eastern Bengal
and Assam against the Kukieo living &n.the unadminigtered
tract outside the castern houndary of the State. "These
Kukis committed frequent raids on British subjects in the
Naga Hills district and Manipur State suh,jects."26 But
they were punished and fined.

During the First World War the governwent of Manipur
donated R5.,0ne Lakh to the war subsgcription fund of the

government of India and also gave is,one lakh thirty-four

25, Bnecyclopaedia Britanica , Vol.XIV, p,790.

26, BR. Friel, Supplement to Vol.IX, Assam District
Gazetteegg,(gggg Hills and Mawnipur), Part II,
9..
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thousand as war lean, Col, H.W.G, Colle, the Political
Agent raised 2,000 people comprises of Nagas and Kukis
for labour COrhs to I'rance, When the Kukis were_ ordered
for the second time to join to war coolie Corps in 1917
a serious Kuki revolt against the Britiish policy of
recruitment for the Labour Corps in France took place and

was known as the Kuki Expedition of 1917-1918,

Kuki Rebellion:~ Although the immediate cause of the
revolt was cloudy and yet when recruitment started for
labourers for employment in France during the First World
War, Kuki Rebellion took place in HManipur, There were
genuine grievances and genuine abuses behind the immediate
cause, also alarmed by rumours of further recruitment and
coercion and the dreadful conditions of sorvice in Ftande
which turned discountenment into open rebellion by the Kukis.
"One general defect in the adminigtration of Manipur was

- that the rules did not make adequate provision for the
administration of the Hills."27 The only intermediate
between the Officers at Imphal and the Hill people was in
the shape of the petty officers teruwed as Lambus. Thus
aduinistration was out of touch with their Hill-subjects
and not alvays well treated. So in December 1917 men

of Mombi started raids in the southern tip of the Manipur

27. H. Bhattacharya, op.cit., p.304.
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valley. The people of the Chin Hills of Burma (Foreign and
Political Dept. Proceedings, 1922, External, The Kuki
chiefs of the Somra Tract under Burma, rebelled out of
sympathy with their breth3zen Kukis in Hanipur.) also started
trouble in a similar mavner as a protest against raising
labour Corps in that area. (Fireign and Political Dept.
Proceeflings, 1922, Intermal, File Ko0.320. The Political
Agent went to the hills with the hope ¢f raiging a fair
nusber of recruits. But once there, the chiefs declined to
give coolies instead offered money. This was refused and
they were told elther they must supply recruite within a
tixed poriod or submit to punishments.) The rebellion
eveﬂtually spread over in the Hill region surrounding the
Hanipur valley. The British having been faced with a
general uprising of the Hill people of that area; launched
an all out offensive led by Brigadier General Macquoid.
Nearly 3000 soldiers were ongafed im it. On receipt of
insolent messages from iHoudbi and lLongya Xaki villages, the
then officiating Political Ageut of Manipur marched with
100 rifles to Hombi village. Open hostility greeted them,
But the British suppressed ths rebellion and destroyed

the place, So by the Springz of 1919 the opposition of the

Kukis was crushed and they were surrounded. In Hay operations

28

were brought to a close. After the rebellion had been put

28. L.¥. Shakespear, History of Assam BEifles,
pp. 21&‘36 v
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down, the future administration of the Hills came up for

counsideration.

An Advisory Tribunal was appointed in connection with
the cases of the principal XKuki Chiefs in the rebellion,
Three persons mainly responsible for the uprising were
sentenced to various terms of imprisonment. Nine Chiefs were
intertsed 1u the neighbourhood of Sadiya Froutier Tract, Rules
were framed by the government of Agssam which were approved by
the government of India regarding question of the policy of
Tribal administration in fiuture. The Ruléﬁ were, namely,
0f the Hills and administer their charges subject to the
control of the President of the Darhar’#nd of the Political
Agent., Secondly, for the proper administration of the Hill
areas opeuning up of new roads aad briéle paths, the extension
of education among the tribes and the bringing of medical
relief within the reach of the people of the Hills, Thirdly,
the British authorities in Manipur adopted after the
rebellion was the consti tution of a Separate Naga dominated
sub«division with Headquarters at Ukhral in 1919, Tangkhul
Assenbly as the Tangkhulong was founded there, the
association w&s enlarged in membership in 1925.29 In 1919
the Hill area was divided into four sub-divisions, one with

Headquarters at Imphal and three outside, viz., (1) The
south west area inhabited by Kukis with Headquarters at

Churachandpur, (2) The western portion inhabited by Kabui

£29. S. Chaube, Hill Politics in North East India,
' Chapter XII, p.194. '
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and Kacha Négas with Headquarters at Tamenglong and (3)

1)u North West inhabited by Tangkhul Nagas and Kukis with
Headquagrters at Ukhrul, This system continued upto 1930
where a rearrangeuient of the administration of the Hill
areas was made. The subdivisions constituted in 1919 were
abolished, the outlying subdivisional Headquarters done away
with and the whole area was placed iumediately under ihc
President of the Darbar with two subdivisional officers to
aspigt him -~ one in charge of the North and the other of |
the South,

Kabui Rebellions~ The Hill iribes continued to be

aduinistered on hehalf of the Maharaja by the President of
the Darbar and his two assistants who were extra-Assistant
Comuissioners lent to the State by the government of Acaam.'
During the last Kaki rebellion the Kabuils suffered very
‘badly at the hands of the Kukis. Though they remained
peaceful and loyal to the government, it failed to give

them adequate protection., For this reason they lost
confidence in the government., Considerable unrest exists
among the Hill people in the North-West of Hanipur State

in the year 1930-31. |

Some time before 1927, a Kabui by the name of Jadonang
of Kaubiron enunciated a new religion cult induced the
Kabuis to believe that they would overthrow the existing

administration and that vwould enable them to take revenge
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on the Kukis for what the latter had done to the Kabui
Nagas during the Kuki rebellion of 1917. He proclaimed
himgelf a Kabul Faga Raja. Large assemblies of Naga bhave
been held at a viliage marked Nomgkhai where Jadonang has
been treated as a god.“3° According to the Kukils, Jadonang
was collecting weapons and guns with the iatention of
attacking them, The Deputy Commissionor in 1931-.32, for
the Naga Hills also received information that Jadonang has
given out that revenue may be paid to him instead of paying
to the govermnmeant. So in 1931 trouble broke out because of
a demiereligious movement launched in the Hill portion of
the State. The Political Agent decided an action against
Jadonang., But he bad left Hanipur and had entered Cachar ’
with some followers where he was arrested under Section 108,
C,P.C. He was handed over to the Manipur authorities in
Hareh, Jadonang was wanted not only as the leader of the
nev movement but also as a wurderer., Thus he was placed on
trial for the murder of four unaraed Hanipuris who were
travelling towards Cachar in 19291ana he was bhanged on the
29th Augast 1931. The Hill subdivision in Manipur State

was abolished on grounde of economy.

Unfortunately the troudle spread over a large area
and now under his chief disciple, Gaidileu who had hecoue

30. Foreign Departument Proceedings 1931, File
No 144,
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high priestess of mysterious cult involved with human
sacririce.31 She (Gaidileu) was arrested but got escaped.
Since that time serious attempts to capture her fafled for

a long time, A semi-religious, semi-martial movements
affecting both the Kabui and Kacha Nagas who had been told
that if they followed the new cult a Naga Baja would be
created which will rule over all the tribhes in the Hills and
bring the Kukis especially under subjection. The movement
spread heyond the borders of HManipur, namely, to the North
Cachar Hills, Naga Hills District and the Plains of Cachar.
The Political Agent with an escort of Asgam Rifles visited
the villages and burnt them to give lessons that it could not

be tolerated.32

The operation movement was placed directly
under the eontrol of the Deputy Commissioner of the Naga

Moreover at that time in other parts of Indla, the
Civil Disobedience Movement started by Mahatma Gandhi was
going on in full swing., The Kabuis must have been encouraged
by 41ts movement. After a long search, Gaidileu was
captured in October 1932, from the village of Konoma in
the Naga Hills, She was Alu~r tried and senteunced to
iwprisonment for life. The (late) Jawaharlal Nehru in

his famoas book 'Unity of India' has referred to the Kabui

31. Rustomji Nari, Enchanted Frontier, p.103.
See also Robert Keld, Years of Change in

Bengal and Assam, pp.110-31i, .

32. Foreign Department Proceedings, 1933, File
No .1359, 1‘308. 1“2.
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movement and Rani Galdileu. In 1937 after accepting the

provincial self-government the Congress leaders tried for
the release of Gaidileu hut failed. However she was

released only after India's Indeperndence in 1947, The
governent of India gave her a pension in recoguition of

her efrotts to free the Kabul Hagas from the DBritish,
The 1930's are notable for the growth of the

political consciousness. Factors favouring 1is growth were
the struggle for freedom by the Indian National Congress,
the deplorable state of manifold genuine wants of the

people, weakness 0f the administration and the perverseness
0l an unscrupulous section of the State officials, In 1933
an orgaunisation called the Nikhil Hindu Haunipuri Hahasabha

was formed and became a political organigation. Thus by
1934, the All Hindu HManipuri Conference was held at Imphal,

"In 1938, a progressive Heithei, Irabot Singh converted it
into the ianipuri Mahasabha, soon it was affiliated to the

States Feoples' Congress after Independence and it turned
into the Hanipur Congress.”” It followed the ideology and

policy of the Indian Nationmal Congress but the prograsmes
had to be modified to suit the local conditions.

In Noveanber 1938, a petition signed by 356 leading
citizens of the State was subuitted to Hisg Highness, asking

Mo to set up & Legislative Council and to nominate the
members of the Darbar from amongst the Councillors.“sk

Again in Hovember 1939 the Mahasabha submitted another

33,  V.V. Bao, Instability in Hanipur Politics.
Hewspaper = 'Jlhe #esan bune', Oct, U, 1967.+
34, Administration Report of the Hanipur State
for the vear % =40, pp.1=2,

*See¢ also, S. Chaube, Hill Politics in NHorth-East
India, p. 192.
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petition to His Highness to set up a Unicameral Legislature
62 100 members out of these 20 to be nominated by him.

Other details contemplated in the petition were, vote by
ballot, joint electorate, payment of tax or itterary or both
as the criterion of the voting right, formation of Hinistry
by the leader of the largest paRty in the legislature and
~the fixing of the ocivil list at a fixed ration tn;the revenues
of the State, The goveranment of India was anxiouns to bring
all States stiil in relation with local governments into
direct relation with the government of India. So when the
new Act (the Constitution Act of 1935) came into force, |
relation with the State should bhe conducted by the Governor

of Assam in his capacity as Agent of the Crown representative.

Federation in terms of Part II of the Act of 1935 was
the subject of prolonged correspondence betweon 1936 and
1939, was over the aduinistration of the Hills, the -nio
traditional policy of the British officers was that to
exclude the Hills aduinistration from the control of the
HMaharaja of Hanipar. The govermment of India accepted the
view point of the zovernment of Assam that the administration
of fhe Hills could not be handed over to the ruler of Manipur.
Finaliy Maharaja Churachand in a letter dated July 21, 1939,

agreed to Federate on terms which covered the exclusion of
the Hills administrgtion from his control., The Federation

was never established. The sudden ocutbreak of the Second
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¥orld War in September 1939, brought an abrupt end to the
discussions on the subject for separate and federated

administration of the Hill administration of Manipur,

The women's agitation of 1939-40, known as the second
Nupilal (women's war) took place in Hanipur. The iumediate
cause was that during the year there was acute famine in
Hanipur, but the merchants/businessmen kept on exporting
rice to outside the State of Mantipur, Since the cost of
Rice was already too high and the prospect of a very poor
harvest threatened worse, the women of Hanipur demonstrated
to have the rice-export stopped, "Women seized some Carters
who bad come to sell rice to foreign merchants in the British
Reserve. The trouble is at botton economic and the Marwaris

have been making unjustifiable profits ocut of increased

prices.”35

Thousands of women demonstrated before the State
office and asked the Darbar of Manipur to ban the export
0f rice and stop all rice mills., Mr. Sharpe, the
President of the Darbar went to the f&legraph office to
wire the Maharaja who was then at Nabadwip in West Bengal
for his approval of banning thﬁse demands by the women
demonstrators, While still inside the telegraph office

he was being besieged by several thousands of Women. As
the telegraph office was inside the British Reserve, a

35. Microfilm:- Ref. 2175(29), 1940 (Under Assanm
Administration). Letter No.i, from His Excellency
Sir Robert Reid, X.C.5, T to Lord Linlithgow, the
Viceroy of India. See also Sir Geofrey Evans,
Imphal, p.20.
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detatchment of the Assam Rifles cleared the demonstrators.
Major Bulfield and Hajor Cuémins came to his rescus.

However to satisfy the angry mob; HMr Gimson, the Political
Agent ordered the immedlate removal of the electric switches

0of the rice millh.

During this time the Congress Ministiies had resigned
all over British India in 1939 and the deadlock which had led
to the Quit India Hovement of 1942 had already hegun.

Habharaje Churachand abdicated his throne/Gaddi, in
favour of his gon, Bodhachandra Singh., Shortly after he
died in Novewmber 1941. Then the Second World War broke out
and Manipur was involved in the war. Japan joined hands
with the Axis powers and declared war against the British
and her Allies with America. In the beginring of the Var,
the defense posts of the British and the American in the
Pacific were rather weak and naturally fallen in the hands
of the advancing Japanese troops. The Japanese forces within
8 few days geined the mastery over a vast area both land
and sea (from Pearl Harbour, Déc. 7, 194%1) to the eastern
border of British India, after conquering the Phillippines
islands, Indonesia, Indo-China, Thailand, Malaya, Singapore,
Burma... all came under the Japanese military occupation
and control, VWar then knocked at the sastern doors of
British India, the invading Japanese army could enter
British India by land routes through Arakan and across the
Manipur State. Subhas Chandra Bose with his Azad Hind Fauz
came over to Hanipnr South with the Japanese troops in the
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hope of liberating India from the British Imperiai pover by
means of force or violenca., "Hanipur, of course, achieved
international fame during the World War I1I, It became one

of the 14th Army’s main bases and 1ts successful resistance
‘to the Japanese onslaughts early in 1944, together with the
heroic defence of Kohima some 50 miles to the north“36 was

of vital importance to British India. During thii turmoiloed
period of World War Second, the following dignitaries visited
Hanipur., They wverc as follows: The Haharaja of Gwalior,
Patiala, Faridkot and Tehri Garwal; J.B. Rana of Nepalj
Bishop of Agsam; Member of the Viceroy's Council for
Information and Broadcasting; Wing Commander, Civil Defence
of Assam; Director of Burma Refugee Orcanisation; Deputy
Commissioner of Naga Wills; Admiral Lord Louis Hountbatten,
the Suprome Allied Commander of South East Asia; Eleventh Aray
Group Lt.General Sir Wiililawj; Air Chief Harshal, Sir John
Baldwing Comrander, 3rd Tactical Air Force and
General HMutaguchi, the Japanese CGmmander~in-Chlet and many
other distinguished persounncls also took serious nole of

the North Eastern Indfa-War-Gate (Battle Front) in Hanipur,

¥With the end of British rule in India, paramountcy
over Maaipaor lapsed on the 15th August 1947. The Haharaja
formed a hody which framed a Constitution for ianipur, For
the first time 1in the history of the state a government was
formed by the elected reopresentatives of the people.

36. R. Reid, Years of Change in Benzal and Assam, p.iit.
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Priyabrata, the younger brother of the Maharaja of
Hanipur, becamte iho Chief Hinister of the new government,
S0 after leng.negotlaticns the Méharaaa Bodhchandra and
the Chief Minister signed the merger agreement with the
government of Independent India and then HManipur was
ceded to the Union of India on 15th October, 1949,
abolishing the post of the Political Agent and HManipur
was converted into a Part 'C' State, administered by a
Chief Commissioner, India became a Union Ropﬁblio on 26th
January, 1950,

Judicial System (Civil and Criminal Courts)

- The decision to admgntatar the State through a
Regent necessitated and changes brought about in the
edministrative structures in the State, The British
Colenial attitude on the system of iundirect rule generally
aiiphagised the Judicial aspect of Native authority and
encouraged greater formality in Native Courts and insisted
ot close supervision by administrative officials, The
British therefore re—est&bltched the Native courts, namely,
the Chirap (civil) Court, Town Paﬁchayat Court, Muhammedan
Court and Rural Panchayat Court, All these courts composed

4

of native members who were kept uander the close watch of

British officers.3? The only Jail in the State till 1947

37. Foreign and Political Deptt, Proceedings,
June 1903, External-A, No.66.
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was at Imphal. This Prison was opened in 1892. The criminal
and Civil Justice was administered in the State through the
medium of various officials sitting together as Judicial
Benches. The control of the Raja's authority in judicial
matters was not se rigid. The State Darbar was the Supreme
Court of appeal, for all the cases in which the Manipuri
population was concerned. It also constituted as the
higzhest Criminal Court in the State, and it tried all cases
which were beyond the jurisdiction of the Chirap (Choirap).38
It also heard appeals of all sorts of the Cheirap's orders.
The Darbar was empowered to pass sentences of death or
imprisgonment for life subject to confirmation dy the
Political Agent, It was algo empowered to appoint all
village officials, title holders and on the recommendation
of the Judicial Member, the Members of Cheirap and Panchayat
Courts, Regarding Civil Justice a change was made in 1910-11%,
in the system of the fimal disposal of appeal cases by the
parbar. "Formerly the decision of the Darbar was final and
irrevocable, But by the revised rules for the management
of the Hanipur State, His Highness, the Raja or the Vice-
President can within a month of the passing of the Darbar's
order direct that the case be re~opened only on the ground
that material evidence has not been considered. Thus the

highest Original Court was the State-Darbar,

38. Foreign and Political Deptt. Proceedings,
August 1907, External-A, Nos. 18-23.
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Next to the Darbar Court there were two Chief Coarts,
such as, Chirap or Cheirap Court, ani the Military Court
(Guard). The Chirap Court was the high Court of the
State which literally means Civil Court bat it adwini-
stered both Criminal and Civil justice. It was both the
court of appeal as well as of primary jurisdiction for
serious cases only, At first, there were about 15 Judges
but later on réduced to 5/6 members, each of them received

some paris of rent free land,

The Military Court was composed of the 8th Senior
Army Officers named Majors and other officers of the

Army, It used to {iry cases involving only the soldiers.

There was also a Court for the trial of cases iu

which women were concerned and other minor courts for

cattle disputes eic, The Women's Court known as the Paja

sonsisted of 6 members appointed by the ruler from no
particular class., Cases of family disputes were heard.

However the more serious were sent up to the Chirap (Civil)
Court).

Village Panchayat:- The villages in the Hanipur
valley had cludbs locally known as 'Singlup' or wood~Club,
These clubs under the village Headman exercised general
control over the village and try cases for pettiy civil

and criminal cases in the villages in the valley of
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Hanipur State. There were no formal codified laws for
dgciding cages. Established customs, usages and prece-
dents were the guiding principles of settling disputes.
Such types of village Panchayat courts were established
in 1902. "The Subordinate Courts known'as_the Pancﬁsyat
Courts, try civil cases in which both the parties are
Hanipuris, Appeals from these Courts lie in the Chirap
Court, which algo heard original criminal and civil cases
that are beyond the power of the Subordinate Court , *3?
Below the Chirap Chouét was the Sardar Panchazat Court
‘consisting of six Members and 12 Rural Panchayat Courts ,

each of which had five members. But the Sekmai Panchayat
had six members. The Rural Panchayat courts had 10 power
to impose sentences of imprisonment regarding the criminal
sases. Rural Panchayats have been directed to gecure the
cooperation of the village elders in the disposal of
local cases, The President of the Darbar has been deputed
to inspect the Chirap and Sardar Panchayat courts twice
annuaally. The Mausadar of Jiiibam was given civil power
equivalent to those of the Sardar Panchayat court and on
tﬁe criminal side it was invested with the power of a
Third Class Hagistrate. The valley was divided into 11

Circles for the purpose of adainistration where in each

39. J.C. Biggins, Aduini stration Report of the
Manipur State for the Year 1909-1910, p.5.
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of them had a Panchayat Court. The Court which inflicts
a penalty was a fine of B.50/-, The Fown Panchayat at
Imphal imposed fines upto 5,100/-. By 1943-44, according
to administration report, the Sardar Panchayat Court have
been empowered to try civil cases upto the value 0f
85,1000/~ as a temporary measure, Appeals from the

Chirap Court lie in the Darbar. The Darbar was the
Highest Original and Appelliate Civil and Criminal Court
for all cases in which the Hanipuri population alone was
concerned, There is no appeal from its decision, but

His Highness , subject to approval of the Political Agent,
may reait punishmeland revise decisions, 0 By 1939

the Courts consist of the following: His Highness
Revislonal Court, the Darbar Court, the Cheirap Court,
the Sardar Panchayat Court, the Court of the Mauzadar

at Jiribam, the Kangpokpi Foreigners' Panchayat Court

and 13 BRural Paunchayat Courts, Their powers and functions
remained as iﬁ the preceding years. In 1944 a new Court,
known as 'A Chief Court' was established with a
provisional Chairman and two Agsistant Judges. So the
original and Appellate Civil, Criminal and other judicial
povers of the Judicial Member and the Darbar were
transferred to this Court, It became the only Appellate
Court in Manipur and all applications to His Highness
vere received by the Chief Court,

40.  A.G. MC Call, Administration Report of Manipur,
State for the year 1929-30, p.12.
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As a corollary, 1t followed that alongside the
native aduinistration, there should be Colonial Courts to

deal according to Westera lLaw and Order and procedures with
cases involving non-Natives, to exercise jurisdiction over
Natives in areas where Native Courts did not exist and
where Native Courts existed, to deal with cases in&olvlng
Natives which were held to be unsuitable for these sourts.
Accordingly, "at the apex of the Native Courts, the British
established the Court of Political Agent, the Court of the
Superintendent of the State, the Court of the Assistant to
the Political Agent, the . ourt of the Assistant of the
Superintendent of the State.® The Court of the Political
Agent and his assistant dealt with cases involving only the
British or the EBuropean subjects. The ourts of the Superin-
tendent and his assistant administered Civil and riminal
justices concerming the Native people. The Court of the
Superintendent was at the same time an Appellate Court for
Revenues cases from the ourt of the Sub-Deputy Collectors,
and for Civil and Criminal cases from the Courts of the
Asgigtant Superintendent and Cheirap.

Appeals a.ainst the decision of the Cheirap Court
were algo heard by the Political Ageant's Court, the
Political Agent with the approval of the Chief Counissioner
‘ox Assam could give them seven years imprisonment and

death gsentences. The position of the Political Agent and
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Superintendent was that of a District Magistrate and a
Court of Sessions, ahove him was the Chief Comuissioner of
Assan, who exercised the powers of Court of Session and
the High Court, in both Criminal and Civil proceedings
within the limits of Manipur State! British subjects

were however s0lely under the jurisdiction of the Political
AgeﬂtQ |

Judicial Systems in the Hillss~- All original cases in
which the Hillmen were concernsd were tried by the Vice-
President of the Darbar. Appeals against the order of the
Vice~President lie to the Political Agent.qz Formerly

the Maharaja was the President of the Darbar between
(1907-1916) but by 1917 onwards the President of the State
Darbar was always a British Officer sometimes a Native Indian
lent by the 5asam Government. Thus after 1920 'the President
hasg pnweré equivalent to those of a district magistrate

and the Sub-Divisional officers have powers equivalent to
those 0f Sub-Divisional Magistrates of the First Claaé

under the Indian Criminal Procedure Code 1898, So the

Hill cases were dealt under the President's power. Appeals

in Civil and Criminal cases against the order of a Sub-

41, Foreipgzn and Political Deptt, Proceedings,
Sept. 1891, No.1962, External-A.

42, R, Friel, op.cit,, p;B."
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Divisional officer, when admissible lie, to the Presidpnt.
Appeals against\the order of the President in criminal
case, lie to the Political Agent., But there is no appeal
againsgt the order of the President in Civil easea’ﬁas

Revenue System

'By 1880 the revenue system under the Native rale was
that the people pald revenue in kind and labour, Even
officials instead of receiving salaries in cash were'
remunerated by allowances in land and rice, and public
buildings, bridges and }oaas were coustructed or repaired
by unpaid labour. In 1894, the valley was divided into
four Pannas or Tahsils each of which had a revenue demand
of about half a lakh of rupees. The Tahsildars or Lakpas,
received a commission of 10% on their cmllm:tt.mm.f‘!l The
system of land holding was that the whole land Tenurial
system was based on the assumption that all land belonged
to the King and it was his discretion to give away or retain
as he pleased." The Revenue officer (Phunam Selungba)
supervised all matters connected with land administration
on bebalf of the king and received rent in kin&.““5 There
were four kinds of revenue free lands, namely, (a) Ningthou

Lam {or Snalou) - which was personally enjoyed by the King,

43, C.S. Mullan, Admn., Report of the Hanipur State
for the year 1921-~-22, p.8.

44, B.C. Allen, Agsam District Gazetteers (Naga
Hills and HManipur), Vol.IX, p.118.

45. R. Brown, Statistical Account of the Bative State
of Manipur and the Hill Territory, p. 86.
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(b) Lairon ~ this 4s a grant of land for the maintenance
of some particular temples, (c) Lagun Lou - this refers
to lands given to the Brahmins on the occasion of thiwe
taking sacred thread, and lastly (d) Lands givch free to
the favourite and relatives of the Haja and to the
.otiieials and title holders which were subsequsntly known

ag Khoropos and Tolobloa.

The villiages in the Hanipur valley were divided
into Siphai villages and Civilian villages. The Siphai
villages got one Pari of land per head from the lands around
their villages free of revenue. The Civilian villages got
a Pari of land per head from the fields around their
villages but they had to pay land reveunus or rent of on@
Chengkok (about 20 K.G. or so) of rice to the king every
year and also to perform Lallup service of ten days in every
forty days for the King, dJust after the Manipur uprising
in 1891 when the State was administered by the British the
estimated land revenue was 85,000 maunds of paddy. Since
April 1892, land revenue was paid in cash at the uniform
rate ot Bs.5/- per Pari and a house tax of Bs.2/- per house.
However the ruling class {the King and members of his
Darbar) and other high officials like meumbers 0f the Native
Court and the Sepoys, to whom more than 2/3rd of the whole
land was granted wore exempted from paying land revenne.

Bach member of the Rural Panchayat was remunerated by one
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Pari (one Pari is equal to 2Y2 acres) during the tenure of
his office., The members of the Sirdar Panchayat received

not less than 25 Paris (about 66Y2 acres) and those of the
Cheirap 125 Paris about (312Y2 acres). j

In 189798, a general survey vas carried out ami
known as Nal Survey with uo map. In 1904-06, Chain survey
was made with maps. From 1921~ Cadestral survey had been
carried ocut in Naharup Parma and some circle of Aballup
Panna, The land revenues was collected by the Lakpas and
then by the Maujadar. They were under the officer-in-charge
of the land revenne office who was under the dirsct control
firstly of the Political Agent and Superintendent of the
State, then under the President of the Manipur State Darbar

and lastly under the Deputy Commissioner.

Before 1891, Manipur was a protected State by the
British India having a Monarchical system. "Taxes were
collected in kind and the main sources of revenues were
land tax, bouse tax, fisheries, salt, ferries, elephants,
forest produce, taxos on imports and exports, oilseed, silk,
cot ton, sale of tea-sceds, rubber, ivory and bee«wax."&s
Apart from these regular taxes the people were subject to

'Lallup! or forced labour which required every male in

46, Foreign and Political Dept. Pfoceedingn, July -
1882, Externale-A, EKus, 240-244,
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the State between 17-60 years of age irrespective of caste
and creed, was to work gof the king for ten days in every

40 days. Thus, "a person liable to give Lallup was

entitled to cultivate for his support one Pari of land,
subject to the payment in kind of the tax to the Raja."'?

The burden of this duty largely fell upoun the poor, whereas
the rich and weill-to-do esoapéd'it‘altogether. "The
practice was so éigid and severe that even in case of
sickness, the Lallup meuber had either to carry out or find

a péid substitute, and very often the fanily was impoverished

because of this system,"

According to Johnstome, slavery system existed in
Hanipur before 189i. These slaves cultivate the Royal
lands, retaining for themsclves Just sufficient of the
produce to sustain life. Certain number of slaves were
often given to favourite Ministers as a reward or, gift
and even so0ld in exchange for ponies. Ordingry individuals
possessed slaves dby purchases. So, in 1892, Maxwell, the
FTolitical Agent proclaimed that the had practice were bound
to perish under British rule and on the occasion of the
investiture of Raja Churachand {(before he was sent to

Ajmere for education), Maxwell declared Lallup and

47, H.gg%attacharya, Gazetteer of India (Manipur),
p.297.
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Slavery detunct.“ha

In 1902-1903, the various sources of revenue were
as follows, namely, Land Revenue, Hill House Tax, Fisheries,
Foreigners Tax, Ferry, Salt Tax, Forest Revenue, Tea Seed,
Law and Justice, dJdail, Exclise, Kubo Valley compensation .

and miscellaneous items etc.

However tha main concern of the British was the
collection of land rovenue. Vhen the LRaja came back to
Hanipur in 1907, after his cducetion, a scheme for the
future adaministration of the State was handed over to hin,
thereby he became the President of the Darbar and took
incharge of Education, Hedical and Armed State Police.

The Vice~President of the Darbar was an I1.C.S5. English Officer
who took incharge of the Hill-Tribes, Finance and Revenue

of all sorts, At this time the Political Agent and
Superintendent of the State was lieut.Colonel J.Shakespeare,
Mr. Cosgrave, the Vice~President an lmperialist Bureaucrat
exerted a tremendous influence over the proceedings of the
Darbar, It was his duty to draft the amual budget

which was generally in toto by the Darb.ew.."9 The budget

duly approved should a.ain be submitted to the govermment
through the Political Agent for final approval. No Bill on

the Treasury could be encashed nor any payments made without

48, Foreign and Political Dept, Proceedings, January
1893, Secret-E, Nos. 1-23,

49, Poreign and Political Dept., Proceedings, August
1907, External-A, Nos. 18«23; Subject: Scheme
for the Future Administration of Manipur.
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the counter signature of the Vice-President. His duty was
to check that the Budget grants did not exceed and that
unauthorised payments were not made, Rule 12 of the Scheme
reains "He 1s allowed to refer to the Darbar any order which
wili efther increase the expenditure or diminish the revenue,
and 1f he considers it necessary he way make & further
retereﬁcc to the Political Agent as provided in Bule 7."50
In 1943 the Manipur valley was engulted'by a8 widespread
agitation azainst a system known as 'Pothang' which was
burdensome as whenever the officials of the State government
went on tour, then ihe villagers had to carry their goods and
luggages free of cost; on refusal, they were punished by
whipping., Horeover, the villagers had to subscribe ﬁoney,
chicken, eggs etc., to feed them. Only the Imphal villagers
were exempted from the system of forced coolies by the Darbar.
Thus, the 'Pothang’ system was abolished from the valley,

but this was vigorously enforced iu the Hill territory.

And yet in 1its place in the valley new taxes were imposed to
defray the extra cost, which’consiated an increase in the
land revenue at the rate of annas 3 per rupee; sale of
thatching grass mehals and minor fisheries, imposition of
survey, petition and process fees and an increase of court

- fees and a nominal school fee in priwmary schools.

50. Ibid.
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In the valley a house tax of 3,2/~ per homestead
uaavcolleeted but in the Hills it was Us,3/« per house,
Haxwell assessed the land revenue at a uniform rate of
5,5/« per Pari and introduced the Patta syatem.(&pich

was in force in Assam Valley) in the Manipur valley,
(A register known as 'Dag Chittas' on Land Hevenne assessment
record the name of tye gccupant of each tield and the

Janabhandhies showed the number of each field inoluded in

- each patta, The Patta confers no title to the holding,.

“but in practice when land was taken up for purposes of state,
it was customary to give the owner compensation. Hevemue
could be in two instalments for estates which pay wmore than
Bs.10/« in reovenue.) According to this settlement the
Tenants were conferred a permanent heritage and transferable
right of occupancy so long as they paid the revenue due froa
then, "Where a tevant was unwillingly to take a ten year
Patta, annual Pattas were issued which, however would not
convey any permanent rights in the land held by the
'l‘onaut".s1 The previous traditional kings share was now

replaced by the new system of fixed money payments.

Economic disparity was a major factor in the

growing differentiation betweon the Plain and the Hill

514. Foreign and Political Deptt. Proceedings,
1893, Nos. 1-23 (Secret-E).
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peoples of HManipur, Potentially the central valley was
richer than the Hill territory. The State authoritﬁep were
content with mere collection of land revenues from the

Hill villages and never showed interest either in the
improvement of land or agricultural production. Among the
Hill Tributes a House Tax of i,3/~ was levied on each house,
per year, but no attenpt to measure up the area under

cultivation was made.

The Hills wereo divided into five Lams, such as, in
the North, the Mao Lam, North Fast of the valley iuncludes
the Tangkhul Law, South of the Tankhul lies the Tammua Lam,
South-West cormer of the State lies the Moirang Lam, and
lastly the Kapui Lam lies in the North of 1t.%?

In 1919, the State govermment commissioned two lHao~
Nagas to make an enquiry about terrace cultivation in the
south-west Hill areas of Manipur. After a scientific
and proper survey of the area they found and reported to
the State government thﬁt such terrace or, wet rice cultivation
method was impossible in that area owing to the steepness
of the Hill and primarily due to shortage of water and
irrigation facilities.

52, B.C. Allen, op.cit., p.119.
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PThe annual tribute paid to the governaent of India

was s, 50,000/-~. This started since 1891 and continued
upto 1920. But in 1921 it was reduced to &s. 5,000/~ per

year t111 1947 or so. (The Govt. of India reduced the
amount on the ground of the Maharaja's service and co-ope-

ration to the Govt. during the First World VWar in raising
money fund and Labour Corps and also due to suppression of

the Kuki uprising in 1917).

Aduinistration of land in-charge was always a Sub-
Deputy Collector., Under him were the 4. Kanungoes and 28
Aming. Laund revenue collection staff or Lakpas in the
valley and Maugadar in Jiribam in addiiion to that by 1930
there were also Mohurrirs, peons, Pana clerks, sometimes
temperory Mohurrirs and peons were added. But the number
of these staff were not uniform. By the year 1940-41, the
numbers of Kanungoes and Aming were 5 ané 31 rcspactivaly
and the same number existed till 194455, However, regard.
ing the collection Staff, a little change was that due to
the introduction of Tahsil system; there were 5 Tahshildars,
5 Pauna Clerks, 36 Mohurrirs, 73 peous, and in this year
other teuporary staff employed hefore were bheing abolished.

House Tax in the Hills was levied at 5. 3/~ and annas
10 on the house of all Nagas and Kukis cultivating land in
the valley on Jiribam. Taxes collected on Foreigners were
at the rate of Is. 5/~ per year on every adult who stays in

the State, grasing tax were levied at the rate of i, 1/~
per year. Trading License fees were taxed at the rate of
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s, 25/~ and fs, 10/~ or so a year according to the size of

the business in addition to any income tax payable. Taxes
were also collected on export on Cattles.

Income Tax was assessed on the salaries paid to Govt,

servants., No excise attempt was made to tax on the liquor
of the Hillmen. Opium was smuggled into British territory
-~ British reserve at Imphal, an aduinistered area in Mani-

pur State. Thus the reciepts and revenues arising in these
administered areas belong to the Crown Representative where

it would make it over to the Federal Government.

The annmual budget of the State consist of two parts,
one part relating to State in general, while the other part
relate to the Hill Tribes of Manipar, |

Thus, 1in brief, the Revenue system in the State of
Hanipur contigued till 1947 and still continues within the

Lframework of the Coustitution of India,

_INDUS¥RIES

The entire State was industrially very backward.
There were no 1ndn§trias except the small industries in
handloom, Silk and Salt. Such industries, however, did not
account for more thanm 9% ox 80 of the State output. The
colonial interest of imparting Hill cloth from England also
generally Jjeopardised the smooth !énctloning of the native
" industries. In fact the British beriod was a period of

eclipse of thesge industries. Division and sub~division in
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‘the Plains, isolation of the Hilly people and crippling of
enterprencurship characterised British administration in

Hanipur,

The eeonon{é backwardness of the State must be seen
in the context of the political system of indirect rule from
which it ultimately derived and to which it was inexorably
bound, Indirect rule guaranteed the perpetuation of quasi-
Sovereign units which in many cases had inadequate resource
bases, Although the Govt, of India pormitted the States to
exist it kept them in a condition of dependence, While it
protected their boundaries and internal political structure,
it did almost notﬁing to help them in the external economic
world, The States existed in an isolated iimbo where they
were subjected to few exterior pressures and to no internal
pressures, not oven those normally exerted inm autoeratic
States., It was the deliberate policy of the government of
India to keep the traditional iunstitutions intact and adopt
almost total non-interforence attitude towards the States
particularly in commercial matters. But the actual practice
tended to suggest that the govemument's economic palicy?was
something like a combination of interference and non-inter-
ference., 'It exerted pressures on the ruling princes of
it vas in the interest of the government to do but although
it had the power and ample opportunity to interfere in the
finaneial dealings of the princes, 1t did not', As a matter

of fact, the high officials of the political department
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carriéa out a poliey of close suppression if not the finane
cial dealings of the princes, but of the dealings between
the States and capitalists by limiting direct negotiations

between then,

A surprise was that, Manipur had not experienced
British commercial expdoitation which the neighbouring
céuntries 6? States had., Under conditions of igolation and
also a fairly stable internal self-sufficiency in food pro-
duction, the ruling princes tended to 1solate the State eco-
pomically, A more over-riding consideration was perhaps the
fear that if the State became linked economically with the
outgide world, they were likely to become subgervient poli-
tically. This fear was coanfirmed by the agitated reaction
of the Maharaja OVQr.an attenpted tea-growing by Janes
Johnstone, the Political Agent for his own persconal consutie
ption. "I, as a matter of courtesy first sent to ask him
if he had any objection to my growing a 1little, and in
reply, he sent an official to beg me ot to think of 1it,
This man said, the Haharaja will supply you with all the tea
you vant free of cost hut begs you not to think of growing.
The ofticer went on to explain that it was fecared that if
I successfully demonstrated that tea could be a cry for

annexation“‘ss

With the consolidation of Brittsgh supremacy, Manipur

was also no longer free from foreign control., Hewever, before

53. J.rédhnatone: ‘Manipur and Naga Hiils, p. 71.
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their advent to Manipur, there was small cottage induse
tries especially salt.

§§LK5§NDUST§Z':- In 1902, Mr. Aderson of the Firm of

Messrs A, Wright & Company, Calcutta visited Manipur with
the sole objecti?e of establishing a Silk Rearing and Spine.
ning Indastry in Hanipur.5~ No sooner had he returned to
Calcutta than he submitted to the Government of India
(Political Deptt.) a draft of an Agreement which was to be

signed, if agreeable, betweoen & syndicate to be established
by the Conmpany its$lf and the Mamipur Darbar. He further
stroeaeﬁiin the proposal that the industry should be solely
monopolised and financed by the Company. The British offi-
clal on behalf of the Native State comcerned, started nego-
tiating with the Firm and L.¥W. Lane, Secretary, Foreign
Deptt. immediately wrote to C,W. Botton, Officiating Chief

| Conmissioner of Assam on 20th May, 1903, for fuller inforua-
tion regarding the local conditions of Silk growing Hanipur,
the qualities and kinds of Silk at present exported, the
number of Silk growers and the probable effect the proposed
industry might have ot the people before the grant of the
proposal monopoly., He also pointed out the desirability of
deputing a respousible officer to Kashmir to make an on;¥he~

spot enquiry about the system on which the silk.xndnst:y was
carried out in that State., The question was whether the

54, Foreign and Political Deptt. Procesdings; June-1903,
ﬂ(’at 70“730 '
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proposed . industry should be handed over io the Manipur
State or to a Private monopoly. Hr. Henpikar, Director
of Land Records and Agriculture, Assam, who was deputed to
Kashmir was in 1Avuur of private monopoly, as.according to
him 4{f the State undertook the project, it was much mors
likely to oppress its own subjects - make them rear-silk
vorks against their will -« harass them for non-delivery of

cocoons, etc.,, than a private firnm.

While fully appreciating the arguments. that led to
the retention of Silk growing in Kashuir as a State mozo~
poly, Hennikar argued that no insuperable difficulties would
arise from comuitting the management of such a monopoly to
private hanﬁs, provided that Manipur State retained powers
of control and inspection, He thus concluded that where
industry had to be established, a small State such as Manipur
might well be glad to be spared to risk of embarking a large
suit of money on a doubtful enterprise., With proper safe-
guards againet 1ll-treatuaent of the workﬁen in the factory
or jokeying agriculturists who raised the é@coons, it might
be gquite a desirable thing to grant a respectable firu some
concession such as a monopoly in return for their erecting
and working. The political Agent in Manipur alse wrote on
the same lines as the existing native suall scale industry

was not intended for export, it could pursue its own course
alongside of but unaffected by the operations controlled by
the proposed factory. The Agreement was finally signed by
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the parties conderned in 1906, first for term of 30 years.
The Raja agreed that he would grant the land that might be
necessary for the successful operation of the factory, fres
of land revenue. He aiso agreed that the State would not
levy any tax on duty on any cocoons, silk or stlk waste
exported ﬁy the Firm. In case of dispute, the decision of
the Lt. Governor of Bastern Bengal and Assam would be final
bihding on both parties,>?

In 1907, operations were started by the Manipur
Conmpany Ltd., to whom all rights to make silk in the State
had been transferred by Messrs Anderson Wright & Company
under their agreﬁment with the Raja of HManipur, Despite the
advantageous terms, the Company could not make any progress
owing to want of rain and the difficulty in obtaining ladour.
So in 1913, the Coumpany abandoned the project and the Manipur
Darbar decided to run it as an experiment for few years.
However, the Chief dofect for its fallure were due to the
inporting of the seed from Europe ~ the time was qﬁito late
(1instead of May-June, it was ordered by October), because of
that and with the carelessness of the cold storage..iirqbon
its way from Calcutta " the whole of the seed (eggs) for the
coming season had hatched out and died.ss And yet according
to administration report of 1915-16, showed that good results

55. Foreign and Political Deptt. Proceedings; 1907 (April)
Bxternal-A; Nos. 52-54.

56, Administrative Report of the State of Manipur for the
year 1913"’1&. P 70
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were obtained only from the seed which arrived in good con-
dition. B8y 1918, the scheme on large scale production was
given up even by the Manipur Darbar too. And in 19}8«19
only on small scale, the industry was carried ou by some
Loi villagers in the valley who were professional rearers

of Silk-worms.

FOREST: The other major industry was on forest. Though the
silk venture proved a failure but not with timber. ‘In 1898,
. the management of the ﬁanipnr'tarest:bn the Cachar bor&er had
been entrusted to the Deputy Conservater of Forest, Cachar on
the condition that the gross income on produce should be
divided between the goverument of India and the State in the
proportion of 25% to the governuemt of India and 75%.to the
State for a period of 3 years, subject to revisian;57 The
financial results from the Manfpur Forests between 1898 to
1905 was satlsfactory. The Political Ageut and the Consgerva-
tor agreed the existing conditign, but later on the Counserva-
tor felt that the share of the gross incowme retained by the
Govt, of India was too small, He proposed that income should
be divided as ¥3rd and 2/5th instead of V4th and 3/4th
respectively. But Maxwell, the Political Agent insisted on
maintaining the status-quo. (Maxwell refuted the Conserva-
tor's view by pointing but that.the government spent no money
on maintenance, fire-prolection, watch and ward, the improve

went and exploitation of the HManipur forests. B,.C. Allen,

57‘ F.D. Proceedings; 1898 (September); External-A;
Ros. 59-70,
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Officiating Secretary, Governor of Bengal and Assam, impre-
ssed upon the Govt. of India that no change was necessary
in the existing agreement and the same should be continued
until the question of modifying it was raised again by ﬁne
ot the other party. See, F.D, Proceedings, 1906 (January);
Biternal-A, Hos. '56557). . .

In 1910, the local authorities made an agreement with
the Bombay Trading Corporation of Rangoon !br vorking the
Teak'tnrgsts in the Kabo-Valley all along the eastérn bore
der of the state‘ss Under the igreonent b2tween Manipur
State and the Bombay-Burma Trading Company, the latter had
to give a royalty of s, 14/~ per ton on all Teak export and
that the laport dQuty levied by the Govi. of Burma should be
paid by the Manipur State, The Chief Commissioner of Assam
ayxgued that Manipur Teak was inferior in quality and that
the import duty not excéed . 3/~ per ton. And the Lt,
Governor of Burma agreed, its reduction at the rate of duty
to s, 3.50 per ton.59

The Bombay-Burma Trading Company completing their
gtrdling operations in the forests on the Burma border about
3,111 trees in 1912-13 and 3,592 in 1913+14. In spite of
all the gaiuns, the Govi's Porest Policy was a source of

anxiety to the Hill people who practised shifting cultivation.

58, Deptt. of Revenune and Agricalture, Forest; 1911
{January); File No. 226 of 1910-under agreement.

59. Department of Revenue and Agriculture, Forest;
June-1912; File No. 164 of 1912,
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The State monopoly of forests prohibiting the people from
clearing them for cultivation became one of the sources of

constant clashes botween the Hill people and the British.

WEAVING INDUETRY: A considerable quantity of cotton was
grown but mostly famported from outside the State. Weaving
had become avconaitorabletindnstry in Manipur but mainly for
local consumption. It was carried on by the women folk, the
handlooms in use were priuitite and laborious. Haﬁipuri
Monga was scarce, weaving of Silk cloth with fmported yarns
ﬁas}inereasedﬂ During the year according to administrative
repart.in 1921-22, the export of Manipuri cloth rose oconside-
‘raM;—no A oubt, dup-to the waadeshi movement in India
(vhere import of foreign cloth was strongly resented by the
1eaﬁer§,emphnsiaed on local made cotton clothes). By 1940-41,
according to administration report, there were already 200
fly-shattle looms and 300 countiry looms working for the
department . A considerable number of Manipur Arts and Crafts

were sold in many parts of India and abroad.

Dyeing cotton clothes was done from colours locally
produced, such as from flowers, herbs, barks and seeds of

fruits etc, But then dlack oélnur was permanent.

SALT INDUSTRY: This was one of the most important indus-
tries in the State since hundreds 0f years back, Manipur is
rich in salt mines. The brine produced by these salt mines
was sufficlent, for local consumption. There used to be a
considerable number of salt wells in the Valley the mono-

polies for working which were sold by the State., As imported
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salt gradually found its way into the State marketis, the
demand for Manipuri.made salt became less and as a rosult

the existing salt-wellp were allowed to fall into disrepair.

MILITARY

Tho task of placing the administration of the State
on a firm footing could not be 1solated from that of mobili-
sation of the Military forces which was a necessary condi-
tion of an Imperial power. In the development of a colonial
pover, economic motives are certainly supreme. However, the
colonial movement in its latter éhaso, éonhined in 1itselt
botﬁ economic and political interests and this was so because
without the guarantees of political security economic exploi-
tation could not flourish. In Manipur, the question of
political security was very c¢rucial and the recognition of
this supreme strategic importance of the State was the main
reason why it was taken over for central administration in
1949, Manipur being placed in a commanding position between
Burma and Assam,demonstrated advantages as a military

authorities.

The military force of Manipur consistmloz_tha species
of militia, who were liable to bhe called out for service
when required. However, their members in 1883-84 were put
at 5349-infantry; 50ti-artillery, 400-Cavalry atc. and 700-

60

Kuki irregulars. Her Calvary was a terror to her enemy.

60.  W.y. Hunter , Imperial Gazetteer of India; vol. IX,
p. 332. '
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The bulk of the soldiers in Manipur received no pay, but had
laﬁﬂ assigned to them according to rank. The service in the
army was hereditary to a great extent, and according to Duan
(1884), the army bhad swelled to 7000 including 700 irregulars.
The troops were supposed to be organised in regiments (bﬁtta-
1ions). The once celobrated Manipur Cavalry which had per-
forumed hrilljnhtly in the Burmese wars was extinct by 1884

or earlier., The main reason for this was the indiscriminate

export of ponies from the State. According to the Assam trade
. report of 1879-1880, the Ruler of Manipur had prohibited the

,export of ponies in an attempt to‘resuaticate the o0ld breed.,

With the deep penetration of British capitalists in
Assan and Burma, the British felt the need for a controlling
hand which,would according to them, assiat in the consolida-~
tion of the country from the Brahmaputra to the Chindwin.
Therefore, the local suthorities at first raised a strong
- military force properly officered by Englishmen and ehlisted
4n the force of the Native people. In vievw of the increasing
threatening attitude of the Hagas and the Kukis on the border.
HMr, Porteous, the Political Agent reiterated the need for a
changs in the whole organisation of the State Police too and
conducted that a properly armed and well disciplined force
was a prime requisite.ai -With the approach of the formal
transfer of pover into the hands of the Baja inm 1907, the
British became increasingly sceptical about the composition

61. Foreign & Political Deptt., Proceedings; 1895 (Nov.);
External-A, Nos, 42-54.
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of the Military Police. The Govt. of Assamr realised after

a perusal of all the correspondence with Mr. Maxwell that

the replacement of the regular troops by a Military Police
would be détfihental to British interests because the éeoplc
of th? State wore not well disposed towards the British

Govt, and the minor Raja being a weak character disturban~
ces were not unlikely to arise from intrigues regarding
suceessionasa The authorities at Simla at last considered

it unpolitic to relax any security arrangeuwents in the face
of the growing insecurity in and around the State of Hanipur.A
There were regular system of rural police in the valley. The
State had only one Thana Station at Imphal., As found accord-
ing to Adminigtration Reports from 1906-1945, there were
Police Departments which consisted of, namely, (a) The Mili.
.taty Police; (b) The Naga Police; {(c) Civil Police, and (a)
Village Police (Choukidars).

MILITARY POLICE: This force was to look after the affairs
of the State. The force was under the coumand of His Highness
the Raja. It was generally employed to provide guards for
the Palace, the Jail, Revenue Offices and to preserve peace
and to check any disturbance that may arise among the Hill
Tribes. It also supplies a guard of honour to His Highness
the Raja, escorts for him and the Vice~President of the
Darbar, when necessary and escoris for Treasure to and from

the Imphal Treasury, between Kohima and Imphal., Also escorts

62.  Inid, 1904 (July), External-A; KNos. 2-5,
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to guard prisoners from Imphal to adjaeent British'distri—
cts were also taken from this force. Initially there.were
~increase and decrease and vice-versa of the nuaber of per-
sonnels in the respective police Departuents till 1947.
These patterns continued within the rest dt the Three (3)
Police Departments, namely, the Civil Police, the ﬂaga'Police.
and the Village Police in which the Civil Polfce played a
dominant and important role in Manipur Police Department.
The Hilitary Police Force consists of the following till
1921-22, as Hative Officers, Hon-Comnissioned Officers,
Drill Instructor, Sepoys, Burglers and Bandsmen. But by
192323 onwards till 1930, its sanctioned strength were 8
Indian Officers, Non-Counissioned Officers, Riflemen, Sepoys,
Burglers and Bandsmen. However from 1931;32 till 1939,

the Force was organised into 6 Platoons, Indian Officers
Havildars, Naiks, Sepoys, Burglers, Bandsmen and non-
conbatant establishment, By 1940-41 till 1947, the Force \
consists of Saubedars, Jamadars, Havildars, Riflemen etc. ‘
The Commandant of the Force was His Highness the Maharaja
whereas the Superintendent of Police was by Mr. E.E. Hughes
and was responsible to His Highness through the President /
0f the Darbar. In 1943-44 till 1947 different English
personuel held charge of thelﬁilltary Force,

NAGA POLICE: The Vice-President of the Darbar held charge
of this Deptt. In 1916-17, it was found that the President
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of the Darbar held charge of this Deptt. The Force
consigtud of Head Constables and constables. The Police
were recruited from the villag;rs themselves and each
village was adeqqately represented and they were paid by
the State. The two Thanmas were at Makhan and Khongnem in
the Mao-Haram Naga areas, In 1916-17, the Thanas were at
Makhel and Karong and that continued till 1947. Since
there was no special Police force for the Hill areas in
Hanipur, Each of the Sub-divisional officers malntaind a
staff of Lambus (interpreters) for his own area and the
President of the Darbar had a similar statf for dealing witl
the Hill areas under his direct charge. The Lambus carrud
out the dutices of Police in addition to'baing the ordinary
representatives and messengers of government which
reseshled the 'Dobashis’ in this respect of the Naga Hills.
The Lunbus consisted of, Manipuris, Tangkhul Nagas, Mao- i
Ragas, Maran-Ragas, Kabui and Kacha Nagas and Kukis etc.

CIVIL POLICE: The Police member of the Darbar held charge
of the Civil Police Department. But in 1940-41, this
Departuent was under the charge of the President of the
Darbar. The Force cousisted of Sub,Inspecor, Head
Constables, Writer Constables and constables. In 1916-17

an Inspector was added to the above Force. However in

1933-34, Coukidars were added too. The only Thana in the
valley was situated at Imphal, which has jurisdiction
only in Imphal valley, but when ordered by the Police
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Member or Jadiclal Member, msn were sent out to investigate
cages in the Mofussil area, In 1915-16 in the valley, the
outpost was at Sengmai, north of Imphal to preserve order
in the neighbouring Gurkhali (Nepall) settlement, The
other Three outposts were the Jiri Outpost, tné Mao OQutpost

and Sebong.

The Outposts sviere under the direct control of the
Political Agent as they were maintained mainly in regulating
the movements of Forelgners into the State. The four
Outposts , namely, Mao and Sengmai Outposts controlled
the Dimapur Road, the Pallel Outpost controlled the Durma
Road and the Jiribam Outpost in the Cachar Road from 1900
t111 1932, it wvas the Tairelpokpi Outpost whioch countrolled
the Cachar Road but by 1933-34 it was roplaced by Jiribam
Outpost, Bﬁt iv 1943-44 due to the Second World War in
Hanipur these Outposts were all abolished. Yet by 1945
some 0f them vere revived like at Mao-Qutpost and Pellel
Outpost, Again 41 1934-35, according to adminigtration
reports there were 8 other temporary outposts in the
valley, such as, layang Imphal, Yairipok, Thoubal, Kakchi-
ng, Mawirang, Bishenpur, Lamsang, Sawombung., Police
Statious in the State during the year 1944-45, were at
Imphal, Jirtibam, Thoudbal, Hoirang, Hayang Imphal, Bishenpur
also & numwber of Village choukidars were employed, In

order to maintain order in the British Reserve in
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in Imphal, the Political Agency maintained a sub-Inspector
and some constables too and that the Force was maintained

by the Government,

The Village Policet- This Body consisted mainly ihe
village Choukidars in the Valiey who were paid partly in
cash and partly by granis of land., Their roles wvere unot as
important as those iientioned in the foregoing three main
Depgrtments, namely, the Hilitary Police, Naga Police and
'the Civil Police,

Policy of Hill Aduinigtration

Till 1890 Palace Uprising or so, there was no
sngiificant mentioning about the separate Hill Administration
of Manfpur, But since . large Hill areas being transferred
to Manipur in the 19th ceatury and with the result that a
separate Hill Administration forsaw a viable British Policy
of 'Divide and Rule' to suit her Colonial interests. But
there was no clear cut demarcation/jurisdiction for Hill
and Plain administrations, except the'plan of the schene
for future administration of Hanipur in the aarl;-r 20th
contury (1907 and 1908)., Since then the Hill administration
. became a vital issue for various domestio and political

purposes in the State, So then a geparate Hill administration
and later on it was lookod after by the President of the

State Darbar with the sole approval of the Political
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Agent who was the Head or sole authority of the State
representing the Govermment of British India through the

Chie# Commissioner of Assam.

The Manipuris of the valley effectively extracted
tributes from the Hill-wun in the past. EBven after 1891
there was no proper administration of the Hill Tribes and
1no proper provigion was made for them in the State Budget.
The State expenditure on them was only 1/4th of the amount
of the Hill people paid in taxes. Neglect of their interest
and lack of touch between them and the administration came

to a head-colligion in the EKuki rebellion in 1917.

The Haja had a body Guard of about 100 Biflemen which
made it difficult to enforce his orders outside the valley,
whereas the Political Agent had a Police Battalion to
support the authority ;f the Vice~President by caretully
enphasising inter-Tribal disharmonics and superficial
differences in terms of Religion. ihe Brit 1sh policy of
'D¥ide and Rule' played a crucial part in ensuring the
very stability of the colonial system in the State and

elsevhere,

Towards the Hill people, the British found 'the
let-frontier iroubles settle - themselves policy outdated,
bocause 0f the condition of Manipur was now in the process
0f being girdled on every side by British Districts.

They therefore, felt that a properly armed and well-

disciplined Force was a nineugna-non to keep the Hill
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people under eontrol.63 By the force of arms they brought
the Hill people under their control and by the same force
they undertook to maintain their hold over then,

From the very outset the Hill people were antagonisgtic
tovards the British with his inexperiences and inadequate
kuowledge of the attitude and aspiration of the people,
the Chief Political Officer 0f Hanipur, made 2 wrong
agsessment that the Hill Tribes were most anxious for
British Ruxe.sk And this would be proved by subsequent
events., Though hostile, the Hill people did never put
forth a combined resistance against the British, for they
were & divided house which Zfought égainst itself and could
not stand united. If an injury was done by one to
another of the same clau or tribe it was incumbent on
the injured to avenge the wrong élme:t'..65 Inter-tridbal war
was thus a comuon feature among them. In their inability
or falilure to understand the causes or genuineness of most
ot these confliectis, the British wrongly interpreted all
their violent outhursts as merely an act of extreme

barbarity or inhumanity.66 This wrong interpretation led

63; F. Poli, D. Proco. 1895 (N”n). External"A.
Hos. 1!1-'5‘!-

64, Ibida., 1891 (Oect.), Secret-E, Nos., 123-247.

65.  H.K. Barpujad, Problems of the Hill Tribes of
North-East India, p.8. '

66, ;. 2211. D. Proc., 1903 (January), External-A,
0.00, '
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them to wrong conclusion like to put a stop to of such
cruelties was only through Superior Force or punitive
expedition., With severe threat the local officers levied

a Hill house tax of 5,3/~ per house per year and forced
labour without payment mostly and even & slight protest
was faced by them with retaliation from a punitive expedi-
tion. There was constant incideuts of raids among the Hille
men themiselves vhich greatly troubled the local officers,
80 the British were inclined to think that vigorous enfors
cenent of the disarmament policy alone would turn the hot-
headed Hillmen into loyal subjects of the British. So the
British government of India instructed its Frontier Officers
to licence guns with caution and ﬂddcration, imposing a
naximum limit as far as possible and confiscating all un-
licensed guns and heavily fined the owners of such guns

and liberally rewarding informers. And yet inspite of all
these measures the policy of disarmament failed because
firstly there were still unadministered areas adjoining the
Hill Territory and as a result many owners of unlicensed
guus had placed thelr weapons with their friends in those
areas while the search for weapon was carried on.67 Secon-
dly, the ruthless Policy of subjugation by the British

detachment was a constant remindexr to the Hill people
that the British were mot their benevolent masters bdut

their suppressors.

67}' Aduihiatratton Reggrt of the State of Manipur for
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The most surprising part of the scheise of 1907
(Scheme for the future Administration of Hanipur, Foreign
Deptt, Proceedings, 1907-August, External.A, Nos. 18-23)
was that of the abseonce of any sort of representation of
the Bill people in the Hanipur State Darbar, Except that
- the Vice-President was given charge of them, little or

nothing had been mentioned of them in the whole Scheme.

Another important fact was that the administration
0f the whole Hill Territory which formed 9/10th of the
total area of the State of Manipur was entrusted to a single
officer who was already over burdened with his usual duties
in the Darbar. The Hill Territory was separated from the
general administration of the State on the false plea that
'the Hikl Trihes were not Hgnipuris and havé entirely difte-~
rent customs and lan@uagee'} It was therefore the motive of
the British Administration to create a 'barrier of a wall'
not only betvween the Hillmen and Plainsmen, but even among
the Hill people themselves. The British Officers, however,
Justified their action on grounds of bhumanitarian that the
dealings of the State with the Hill Tribes have been in
former years so cruel as to cause several remonstrances from
the Supreme Govt. and much friction was caused between Poli-
tical Agent and the State authorities by the efforts of the
former to protect to Hill Tribes. Thus; in regard to the
adninistration of the Hill people, the British assumed the

role of a 'Saviour' minus a redeeming power.
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The system of governuent the British Officers wanted
to bring about was & government ot by persons but dy a
machine worked under rules, which hardly suited the condi-
tions of the Hill people for there was little or no scope
for the dovelopment of personal ties betwoen the officlals
and subjects. To wonder, the only . officials with
whoa the people came into contact were the petty Manipuri
'Lambus' who were soumctihing like poons or uessengers worke
ing 1in betweon the Hill villagers and the Political Agent
anﬂ'V1ee President ot the Darbar.

Yot a point of fundamental significance shich marked
the Dritish policy towards the Hill Tridbes was the recogui-
tion of the Tribal Chiefs, who, no doudbt, enjoyed conside.
rable povers and privileges within their Chiefdonm.

The Kuki rcbellion (1917-19) tbough short lived,
effected far reaching conseguences in ihe history of Hanie
pur. The outcome of the rebellion was the overall reorga-
nization of the administiration. Decentralization was urgen.
tly necessary and established thrse British Subdivisiounal
Offices in the 3111368 to‘ﬂaintain Law and Order and to
prevent ralding., The Sub-divisions were, the South-VWest
Area with Headquarters st Churachandpur, ishabited mostly
by the Kukis and was under the charge of Mr, Gasper; the

HortheVest Area with temporary Headquarters at Tamenglong
inbabited mostly by Kabul NHagas and Kacha Hagas also Kukis

68.  Administration Report of the State of Manipur for
the year 1915-1919, p. 2.
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and ‘the charge was takeﬁ over by Mr. Shaw, the Third was ~
in the North-East with Headguarters at Ukhrul, which was
inhabited by the Tangkhul Nagas and was under the charge

of Mr., Peters.

A large Naga areas in the Horth of the State fnclu-
ding the Mao-Nagas and thé Maram Negas groups, the whole
pt the HMombi area in the Souih Bast and to various Tribes
of 5illmen bordering the valléy continued to be aduinistered
Girectly from Iaphal under the President of the State

Darbar.

For some years befors 1929, according to Administra«
tion Report (during 1931-32), the Hills were divided iuto
four (4) Subdivisions with subdivisional Hoadguarters at
Churachandpur, Tamenglong, Ukhrul and Imphal. But in Dece-
mber 1929, it was decided as an experimeutal measure for
three years in the first instance to withdraw the subdivi.
sions from the Hills and it was later on re-divided into
two divisions as North and South under the control of 5.J.

Dancan, and B.C. Gasper respectively.

Because of the Kabui Naga uprising in 1930-31, the
North West Hill area of iHanipur (the Kabui Naga uprising
) mﬂ\ow
against the British led by Jadonangjﬁaxecutaﬁ) inttially
started since 1927 and continaed the movement dy a disciple,
Rani Gatdiliu till 41933 which was crushed in the saume year.
She was then arrested and imprisoned for life but was

released when India achieved - Independence in 1947) the
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Staté Government realised that the Kabul-.uprising would had
been brought under control earlier if the three (3) Sub-Divi-
sions were created in the Hill areas, namely at Ukhrul,
Churachandpur and Tamenglong, ever since the Kuki-uprising

in 19/4. And thus the local Hill administration would had
been handled by the respective SubeDivisional Officers, in-
stead of being brought certain minor administrative issues
and controlled at the far away Headquarters at Imphal. It
was als; felt that the removal of the Sub-Divisions from the
Hills was responsible for the aduminigtration once more heing
out of touch with the Tribesmen. Accordingly, the Tamenglong
Sub.Division was reopened in October, 1932 and from 1st May
1933, a new arrangement was made whereby the Hill areas were
redivided into 3 {three) Sub-Divisions, namely, Sadar, Ukhrul
and Tamenglong, which remeained in force till 1947. The
President of‘tha Manipur State Darbar was also in charge of
the Sadar Sﬁb-Divisian. Horth of the State, at the maue tixe

he was responsible for the administration of the whole Hill

areas.



CHAPTER - II

CONTRIBUTION BY THE STATE GOVERNHMENT IN COLLABORATION

WITH THE BRITISH OFFICIALS TOWARDS EDUCATION

Manipur was to conduct offensive war:/against the
Burmese as regards to gabo-VQ}ley, against Tripura as
regarda to Takhen, against cdzg;r as regards to Mayenleipak
and other neighbouring Hill countries and'conductad defen-
sive wars against the Burwmese Hill peoples, HMayangs, Mohaw
mmedans, Tripuris ami others. (So education for the Manipuri

adult males were mainly to remain ever ready to fight

against those people at least for defensive purposes and
thus every male was compelled to learn as to how to usge
defensive and offensive weapons of war, namely, swords,
spears, bows and arrows, shields and subsequently guns as
well and to keep their physique in good and stroung condi-
tions. (In this respect the Manipuris too somewhat ever
ready like the ancient Platonic concept of Education),
Therefore, it was for this reason that as soon as they
reached the age of maturity they already learnt a part of
education like the art of wrestiing, long and high Jump,
Jumping with one foot, racing, throwing stones, otc. etc.
When grown up they learnt riding pounies and playing various
tricks and feats including throwing Arambai .1 Having given
| due importance physical power of education by the Manipurt
soclety and the individual literary education was considered

1. L. Ibongohal Singh, Introduction t p.77.

Ve
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ag secondary enly. Manipuris were educated in using primi-
" tive weapons. Some worked on the tactics for defending and
taking offeunsive by men of war without weapon against pers-
~ons with weapons. 50 the grandeur of Manipur before the
British advent of modern educational system lay in the Mani-
- pur cavalry and heraism; And now it lies mainly in the art
of dancing which depict their bravery and heroisa.

(&he g}llmrribal education had been aimed directly at
preparation for life in the tribal society at the very early

age. The educational activities were condutcted within the
family and social circles. Knowledge was imparted through
actual participation dnd the child's involvement in actual
learning processses, His father or elderly person would take
him to the forest andl fields eic, and teach him as to how %o
hunt and trap wild aniwals like, tigers, elephants, bhears,
deers, oagles, etc. etc. He was taught all kinds of practical
training while he was in his early age as a social discipline
in soclety. Later when he grew up, he participated in the
village life and government. Even as a child he/she was
taught the method of cultivation, mamely, Jhum and Terrace
cultivation. And they were taught as to how to plough, slash
and burn, to sow sceds, to weed and to reap the harvest also

to cut wood for fire and for construction of buildings, cutt-
ing of bamboos for making different purposes of domestic or

market facilities, all are performed according to season.

Apart from household chores, a 1little girl was taught as to
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how to collect yarns from the forest and to weave handloom
clothes. (And thus a young Tribal was taught all the theore-
tical and practical types of 'Tribal education' before he/
she gtarted an independent way of life in the Tribal soci«
ety). Tho,gglg;ggild was especially taught in the arts of
fighting as the Tribal feuds were common in primiti ve days.
He was taught the method of handling veapons, swords, daos,
spears, shields, bows and arrows, and guns etc. for defensive

and oftensive purposes \LVL. Soclety. .

However, with the coming of British administration
in the State of Manipur, the Britigh brought and introduced
their educational system in Manipur like in other British
Native states of India, But generally speaking, the governw
.vmenf 0of the State was indifferent towards the development of
education, public health and medical facilities to its sub-
'Jgets.\ In 1869, Brown reported in his book entitled "Stati-
stical Account of Manipur and the Hill Territory under its
Rule® which say that there was no school or any wish for
them on the part of the authorities, offers of assistance
in the formation of a school were declined by the Manipuris
who stated that they preferred to remain ignorant. Some of
the highest a:ficials did not know how to read and write and

like the Knights of the Middle Ages, desplised such arts as
beneath their serious consideration.?)

2. B.C. Allen, Assamn District Gazetteer Vol, IX
(Baga Hills and Manipur), p. 128.
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The Maharaja‘'s officials although 1lliterate and
lacking in modern educational knowledge, were not even ashae
med of 1t, Thus 1n<?he history of the progress of education
in Manipur, perhaps the first place of honour will go to
Major General dJomes Johnstone, the Political Agent in Hanle
pur from 1876 to 1886. Before 1870, popular education was
uniknown, The colonial rulers were not thaut ouch interested
in the introduction of education to their Native subjects
but their main interest lay on political control and econoe
mic exploitation, Their minds were preoccupicd in the terrie
torial extension for global empire, rather than imtroducing
welfare scheme. But then they were not completely against
the policy of civilising the fgunorant people through western
education, whero they later on, could use the literate groups
for thelr sumooth runaning of admiunistration at the local lewel.
For this purpose, the Dritish gave wore emphasis on simple

type of education, especially in arts sudjects.

-

In 1872, however a vernacular school was established

in Manlpur at the suggestion of the late political Agent,
Major General W.P. Hathal, and the Governmont of Bengal
presented Books and maps al the value of B, hﬂﬁ/a‘or 500/ .7

‘But due to want of oncourngoment, it d4id not function properly.
Attendante was 9oor and not regular because students went to
sohool only when they feel like, Johunstone reports that it

was a set back as about 50 or 60 students, including two giris

b P E.é. Dun.. Gazettesr of MHanipur, p. 26,
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attended. But then the School was closed after few days as
the attendance was extromely small and very little was done
by the Raja or his officers to stimulate the cause of edu-
cation, Not only that the failure of Major General Kuthal's
school was due to a widespread belief of the Manipuris that
they woulg\lggggﬂcagje, if they knew English, Moreover,
sducation was going on at this timwe in the traditional way,
i.e., at the tésidénce ¢l the teachatBQ‘ The Maharaja and |
his Darbar were not keen to establish schools and were not
interested in the spread of general education. During the
tenure of Johnstone as Political Agent of Manipur, a Middle
. English School was established at Imphal after a good deal
ot’persuasion in 1885,5 8 year before he left Manipur. This
marked the beginning of general education in the State in
subsequent years and progress was made and a number of
schools were establighed in the Valley. During the period
of a dec;de (1880~1896), the only School established or ini-
tiated by the British officials in the State was the Johu-
stone School (1885) aml yet it was closed for a time during
the disturbances of 1891 (between the Imperial power and

Manipur), where Manipur was defeated and its territories
-]

5, R.E. Jhalajit Singh, A Short History of Manipur,
P 2520
5. Foreign and Political Deptt. Procaedings, Dec, 1885,

Secret-E; Nos. 188+189.

The chief Coummissioner hope that the Jubraj would
with his ministers do all in their power to maintain
the School which the Chief Commigsioner was just
about to open and that they would assist to Political
Agent in getting people in the town and State, who

could afford to do so, to subscribe tovards 1its
support.
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were brought under thelr colonial power of British expansion-
ism. But She School was re-opened on June %, 1892£> The
British aggressive conquest of Hanipur in 1891 rocked the
fond-age o0ld world of Manipur to expand her horizon and woke
up to reality. (%nder the British sovereiganty, Hanipur wvas
for the first time, politically linked up, with the rest of
British India., Thus it became a period of seedling néason,
as well., 1In the historical process, two important colonial
seeds were planted: tirégiy, one of poiitical integration
with British India, and nedégdly. the modernisation processes

werxre sowWn. >

<%he Vestern‘Chrint A harieé took active inte-

rest in education and civiliging the Hill-Tribes on western
model. Thus, till the integration of the State in 1949 with
the Union of India; the various Missious met the primary
educational wants of the Hili peoples to a large extent. Of
course, there were numerous schools maintained by the State
Government in the Hills too, but most of their initiation
was concentrated in the Valley, since the Valley people were
against Christianity and the missionaries! activities. So
it was the British political Officials who encouraged the
cause of education among thé‘?alley peoplé. Thus, gradually
many schools sprang up here aud there. Thg_;;;g&_ng&gggz

school in the Hill areas was established at Mao
in 1893. )
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Bducation in its primary stage continued to receive
much attention and a striking feature is the adoption of
"Bengali - as the language for primary school 1nstrnction,6
in Manipur, (&t the beginning of the present century {1901-2)

the State had only about 17 primary schools and only one
Hiddle English School., Expenditure on education around 1900

was about 8., 10,040/~ and additional expenditure was provi-
ded for new schools in order to meet the growing demand for

primary education in the State.7;>

éﬁere was no formal education in the Hill areas and
no responsibility was held by the Maharaja of Manipur wheose
main concern was around the valley onl# before the British
advent in Manipur, 'ﬂowever, the administration and functions
of the Schools in the State under the colontal rule through
its ﬂati?e Maharaja was that - all the schools in the Hills
were under the coutrol of the Vice-President of the State
Darbar and those in the Valley were ander the general control
0f the HEducation HMember of the narbar.é) So the progress of
oducatien in the State upto the yéar of integration with the
Union of India (1949) was mostly a record of the growth of
the number of primary, secondary and High Schools.

/Education bas made very little progress in Manipur.
At the Census of 1901, only about 1,9% of the male population

6, Foreign and Political Department Proceedings; Ducei-
ber-1900, Nos. 24.26,
7 Ibid.,

8. M. Bhattacharya, Gazetteer of India {Manipur), p.369.
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or say about 9 per mile of the population know how to read
and write and the number of literate women was less than
one per cent per m119~9 But then 1t must not be supposed
from this that the Manipuris were rude, uncultured although
cut-off as they were by their mountain walls from their
fellow men who were not to be expected that they would take
much interest in the affairs of the outer worid and\a lite-
rary education has few charms for them. Yetl a surprise
thing was that they were meat and clean, well housed and
clever craftsmen, Both man and woman were full of enterprise
and intelligent and perhaps few people could manage better
without schooling.

'With the emergence of Vaishnavism in Manipur from
1705 to 1903,10 there wore hardly about 16 to 28 Pathsalas
which clearly indicated that within a span of about 200
years, the growth of education was very much minimal.
Rather, educationAwas haintainad mostly among the Royals
and the Aristocratic circle but for the masses little signi~

ficance wvas made. Therefore, it clearly shows that with

' B.C. Allen, Assam District Gazetteer, Naga Hills and
Manipur; Vol. IX, p. 65.

See also, Hunter, luperial Gazetteer of India, Veol.
XVII, p. 195,

10. James Hastings, Encyclopedia and Ethics, p. 402.
See also, N. Tombi Singh, 'Manipur' -~ A Study, p.

(Vaishnavism was originally drought from Bengal by

a saint named Shantidas or Shanti Das who converted
the Maharaja and his Ministers so that later on it
was declared that 'Hinduism was to be the principal
religion of the MHeitheis by a Royal Edict in 1705'
and with this religion the Bengall script was intro-
duced into the State., After some decades these
script in Manipuri language was used in Pathsalas
and Vernacular schools etc.)
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the British conquest of Manipur in 1891, the rapid growth
of schools were spontaneous. Regarding primary education,
the British Government officials like the Political Agent
5nd the President of the State Durbar, indirectly encouraged
with grant-in.aid t&r the opening of schools, namely, Pathe
salas, Madrasses, Saunskrit Tols, Girls' School and other
numerous village schools in the Hill areas. Thus, the

following administration reports must be taken into account:

‘There vas a Girls' School too at the beginning of
the present century but was closed down due to motives of

financial matter in 1902, as it was considered that the
advantage it conferred were out of all proportion to the

cost of its maintenance. Before the British advent in Manipur
female education was considered to be a luxury and only among
the noble families of the Maharaja. The education of women
cannot be said to have made equal progress although it was
hoped not without reason that in a country like Manipur where
women hold such an important éosition in the economic acti-
vity of the State; the efforts to establish a good school for
the daughters of higher classes would have been attonded with
nofe success than has actually been the case, The failure zras
not {mprobably due to the rumour started by malignity and
disseninated by stupidity that as soon as the girls had been
natiéfactorily taught to read, write and speak they were to
be shipped off to England where there was said to be scarcity

of marriageable women. The sole basis for this untoward myth



lay in the fact that at that time among all the officers |
~in Governuent, civil and military thun serving in the State
of Manipur not one was married.i?

Such rumour constantly arose in Manipur and defined

. their wide circulation through the agency of the Bazars where
'.tiue hung so heavy that such gossip . vas eagerly retailed and
received to often ready aoceptanee. There vere no Qi!f&cul—
ties in the shape of caste scruples or the restrictions of
the Pardah {Purdha) to be overcome but tﬁe shrewed Manipuri
women would have to be convinéeéJof the practical value of

education before they would send their daughters to school.

By 1903-~1904, the State had one Middle English School
and one Upper Primary School and 28 Pathsalas., During this
time, text Books have been propared in Manipuri (Bengali
version) and instruction was thus imparted in that language.
The year marked a great advance in the spread of education
and the Manipuris were evidently becoming seunsible of its
advantages., "During the year 1905, one of the most hopeful
signs in the situation is the growing popularity of cdaeation.
the -furtherence of which has received a good deal of educa-

tion during the past three years".‘z

1!. ~ 1.C. Kadson; "The HMeitheis®, p. 24,
i12. Foreign and Political Department Proceedings, 1905,
Secret-E, Nos. 458-459.

(A confidential letter from the Secretary, to the
Chief Commigsioner of Assam; To the Secretary, to
the Government of India). :
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Regarding the growth of the number of Schools, namely,
. Primary Schools, Middle Schools and High Schools from 1906
to 1947 were grouped into Part-I and Part~II, which have
been detailed below, as follows:~

Part - I’

PRIMARY EDUCATION (1906-1947)

1906-07: 1In the Valley of Manipux, according to the Admini-
stration Report of the Manipur State Darbar, during the year
there vere 9 new Pathsalas, making the total unumber with the
previous 28 Schools, comes to 37, and a Sanskrit Tol in
Impbal, The Sanskrit Tol was meant mostly for the children
of the Brahmins., Sanskrit was taught both in the Lower and
Upper Primary levels., In the Girls' School, besides stﬁdying
all subjeots upto the Lower Primarxry standard, the girls were

instructed in veaving ond embroidery. However, the number of

girls were gquite few.

<In the Tangkhul Naga Hills, there were 8 Schools out
of which 7 were village schools with Tangkhul Teachers, Edu-
cation among the Tangkhuls was first of all in the Ukhrul
(Tangkhul) diaket. The advanced pupils learned Manipuri in

(Bengali seript) and a few scholars at this school aspireld to
learn Engliah;/)

The Kuki schools were of very humble institutions.
Some young men of the village were gsent to get education te
Atjal (capital of Mizoram) government high school for that

<
purpose they were given scholarship of Bs. 5/~ per month for
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transmitting their knowledge to the youths of their village
on their return., Those Schools sprang up at the request

of the people themselves.

A Bengali School: A Bengall Bchool was ostablished by colo-
nial, Maxwell for tﬁe 18t time at Imphal, for the bemefit

of the children of Bengalis who were eoployed in the State.
The cost of the School was Bs, 60/« a month, of which about
is. 18/~ was realized in School fees., The Goverament encou-
raged the promotion of Primary education in the State with
grant-in-aid for their maintenance and by recognizing that

schools initiated by the local peoples themselves,

1907-1908: According to annual Adninistration Report of the
Hanipur State that during the year 6 mew Pathsalas were
opened in the valley. The teachers received Is. 3{~ per mensem
from the State Government. The object of introducing this
system of village schools was to spread education and at the
same time, by inviting the cooperation of the villagers to

save the State from much expense,

At Lilong, a Madrassa School was established, Its
curriculum consists‘ot Arabic, Urdu and Persian, owing to the
introduction of the study of these classical languages the
number of boys attending this school has trebled in the year
and an additional Houlvi has been provided for, in the next

years' budget.!? gxpenditure on Bengali School was fs. 756/-

13. AW, Davis. Annual Administration Report of the
Manipur State for the year 1907-~1908; p. 8.




during 1907-1908, while the amount realiged as school fee
was B, 231/-.

één %223! the first Technical School in the State was
opeoned, (@n the Tangkhul Hill areas, there wara?gigg_schoolé>
and in the Northern Hill areas (near Mao-Thana/Gate), there
wore five schools., Although the number of pupils were not
large and yet they were taught how to read and write in Mani
puri, in order to make them £it for employment under the
State as peons and constables etc. 1In the south of the
State, there were three Kuki schools of a very elementary
kind of its existeuce and the other two kuki villages peti-

tioned for opening of achools in their village.

1909-1910: There were already about 56 Lower Primary Schools
in the valley; ggggg;were in the Tangkhul Hills area, six
8chools were in the Northernm Hills area and five Kuki schools
ou the Lushai bérder, but these Kuki schools as they do not
‘subumit no returns, they have not been inm the list of the
Education Departuent of the State. Thus, during the year

the number of Madrassa school was increased to three with a
new one opened at Khorao. Towards the close of the year

My, T.0.D. Dunn, Inspector of Schools, Assam valley and Hilil

Districts, visited Manipur and inspected the Johnstone School,
the Ukhrul School, the Bengall School, and many Pathaalas’.‘&

‘He was impressed by the students' perforuwance that he gave

14, J.C. Higging, Administration Report of the Mauipur
State for the year 1909-1940; p. 8.
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valuable suggestions to the teachers and inspecting staff
which emphasised for practical training as well,

1911-12: During this period, there were 66 Lower Primary
Schools in the valley, out of which four were Madragsas, a
Tol (Sanskrit) anmd a Girlg' school, In the Northern Hill
areas three schools were abolished on account of the conti-
nued poor attendance. There were four Kuki schools among

the villages on the Lushai border but submit no progressive
returns, Therefore, both the Primary schools (Kuki schools
and the remaining schools) in the northern Hills were oloseﬁ.
"at the end of the year as considered of no practical and
pfégressive value. Consequently, the saving finance were
used to increasing the number of scholarships for Hill boys
to study at Iaphal-valley where they received tuition and
personal superviglon. 'All the primary schools, hoth in the
valley and in the Hills are maintained by the State @Govern-
ment. The cost of the State on all accounts of education was
Bs. 36,135/« of which Bs. 5,041/~ was on account of Hill schools
and was charged to Hill Tribes,13

1519162 épe nunber of priwary schools increased to 71

—

on 31st March 1916, ) 0f these, 66 were in the main valley,
one at Jirighat and four in the northern Kaga Hills. (éix
Tangkhul schools in the North East of the State were closed
down from 1ist July 1915 owing to the unsatisfactory work of

15,  J.C. Higgins, Administration Report of the Manipur
State for the year 1911-1942; p. 11.
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the teachers and pupils as well., But the bright boys were
taken into Ukhrul school which accounts partly for the incre-
ased attendance at that Schoalt> A number of Lower Primary
schools in the valley started coming up and that was mainly
due to the abolition of school fees in that year. Education
wag made free but not compulsory by the State Darbar, O0f
the 66 Lower Primary Schools in the valley, four were

Hadrassas; one Tol and one Girls' school,

Boys who passed the Lower Primary examination in any
division were admitted into the lpper Primary Schoocl., During
the year twoe school were running on the suburbs of Imphal,
However, those schools were financed and governed by the
Johnstone school, Therefore, it was part and parcel of the
Johnstone School in its proper functioning of the Lower
Priwary Schools.

1916-1917: There were 72 Lower Primary schools on 3ist
March 1917. In the nmaiu valley alone, there were 68, one
at Jirighat and 3 in the Northern Hills, but one Hill school
was closed down during the year at the request of the villa-
gers., Two new Madrassas were again opened in the valley and
its total pumber ruse to six, During the year, there were
three Upper Primary SQnoois. Apart from formal education,
boys in all the valley schools were trained physical exer~

cisgses especially Deshi Kasarat was taught in all the Lower
Primary Schools.
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31917-19481 During this period, the number of schools wers
72, of those 69 were in the main valley,onc at Jiribam and
two in the Horthern Kills.’s In the valley there were 69
Lower Primary Sohools of whioh 7 were Madrassas, one Tol
and one Girls' school. In all the primary schools, there
were about 4,170 boys and 40 girls. The numdber ot Upper

- Primary Schools and the extra-curriculum activities in the

State were the sawe as in the previous year,

16-1919: The number of Lower Primary Schools were 74
on 3ist March 1919. Of these, 70 vere in the main valley,
one at Jiriban, two in the Horthern ﬂilis and one in the
Southern Hills, The one in the Southern Hill and Madrassa
in the valley were opened during the yenr.i7 0 the 70
valley lower Primary Schools, 8 were Madrassas, one Tni
and a Girls' School. All the Primary edusation were maine
tained by the State with grant-in<«aid, There was an incre-
ase in the namber of pupils, say, e.5.s 5,233 boys and g
girls, were on the roll, In the Upper Primary School
~pupils paid school fee which was credited to the State.

1919~1920: Thore was an increase of one lower Priusary
school from the provious year. O0f the 75 total nunbers, 7%

were in tne valley, onme at Jiribam, 2 in the Horthern Hille
and one in the Southern H1iis.!® Out of the 71 Lower Primary

16. Robert A, Hendorson, Admiuigtration Report of ilanipur

State for the yoar 1917-1918; p. 12.
17. Robert H, Honderson, Administration Report of llauipur

State for the year 1918-i919; p. 13,
18. C. Gimgon, Admimistration Report of the Hanipur State

for the year 1919-1920; p. 413.
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schools, in the main valley - 8 were Madrassas, two were
Tols and one Girls' School. The cost of education in the
. State was about ., 50,150/-, of which about &. 5,595/~ was
on account of Hill School and was charged to '"Hill.Tribes'.

1921-1922: By 1922, the lLower Primary Schools had come
upto 94. Of these, 73 were in the valloy, omne in Jiribam
and 20 in the Hill areas, The nuuber of Madrassas increa-

sed to 9, The Lower Priumary education was made free but
not compulsory. During the year, the total number of Lower

Primary School's children were 6,044 boys and 25 girls. The
three Upper Primari Schools at Imphal received boys who have
passed the Lowet‘Pgimary examination. Boys who passed the
Upper Primary examination were eligible for admission to

the Middle English classes of the Johustone School.l? 1otal
expeundi ture incurred by the State on education during the

year was ks, 62,966/, of which Is, 7,031 was spent on Hill
Education.

1923-19244 During this period, the State had now 102
Lower Primary Schools, where there were 6,260 boys and 23
girls in all on the roll as on March 31, 1924. There was no
chanée in the number of Schools in the valley and at Jiribam

the school made no progress during the ten years'of its exi-
stence, The nuwmber of Upper Primary Schools at Imphal re~

nained the same.

19. = C.S. Mallan, Administration Report of the Manipur
State for the year 1921-22; p. 17.
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1925-1926: The Lower Primary Schools increased to 107
during the year under administration report. O0f these 74
Lower Primary Schools ﬁere in the valley where 9 were Madra-
ssas, 2 were Sanskrit Tols and a Girls' School, In the
Hills there were 32 Léwer Primary Schools. In the North
East and South West H1ll Subdivisions, certain schools were
closed down on account of poor attendance, but others were
opened in villages where there was a desire for education.
In the North West Subdivision, attendance was good in all

the Schools and two schools were opened during the y:ar.ao

‘1.2 -281 The number of Lower Primary Schoéls maintaiaod
by the State Govt., was 127; However of these 77 were in
the valley, 45 were in the Hills and 5 in Jiridbanm settlement.
Out of the 77, Lower Primayry Schools in the valley, 9 were
ﬁadraésaé, 3 were Sanskrit Tols and a Girls' School. Regard-
ing Hill education, it was under the control and adeinisgtra-
tion of the President of the Manipur State Darbar, and the
Subdivisional Officers, who visited them during their tours.
In the valley, education was under the supervision of an

" Bducation Member of the State Darbar. In the South West and
North Bast Hill Subdivisions, many schools were closed down
on account of poor attendance and opened only in villages,
where the people showed some desire for education, 'In the
North West Subdivision, the Knkis continued to show their

enthusiasm for education, but the interest taken by the

20, C.B. Crawford, Administration Report of the Kanipur
State for the year 1925-26; p. 18.
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Kabuis in education is definitely on the decline, For the
first time, one school was opened in a Kacha-Naga village

in this Subdivision.2?!

1929-1930: There was a decrease in the State Lower Primary
Schools during the year, that is, 122 as against 127 in the
previous year. There were 77 Lower Primary Schools in the
valleg, 40 were in tﬁe Hill areas and 5 in Jiribam. The
number of Upper Primary Schools in the valley rematned the

same.

93%31-1932;s In the valley areas of Manipur, His Highness,
the Maharaja of Manipur, held incharge of the education
during the year, The Deputy Inspector of Schools toured and
inspected both Uéper and Lower Primary Schools in the valley
moreover, he was assisted by two sub-Inspectors, O0f the 78
Lower Primary Schools in the valley, 10 were Madrassas,
whereqa, others were same as the previous years. During the
year under adminigtration report, emphasis on girls education
was wade and girls' school wgs encouraged to be opened by
private enterprise, important among them were at Wahengbanm
Leikal, Kwakalthel, Heirangkhoithong and Chingakham Leikai
etc,

<I3’§gggj the Manipuri language (in Bengall script) was

recognised for the Matriculation examination by the Univer-
sity of Calcutta. Since that time, text books for the

Upper and Lower Primary standard upto the Matriculation were

21. A.G, Hccall,_Admtnistration Report of the Manipur
State for the yvear 1927-1928; p. 20,
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£

printed. Primary oducation was imparted through the medium
of Manipari./

5V§;11ascnoolg: Education in the Hills was that, the villa-
gers erected their own school buildings and the State supp-
iied ordinary school furnitures, books, slates, etc. During
the year under Repori, 47 Lowe; Primary Schools wore in the
Hill areas. There were two State Upper Primary Schools in
the Hill areas. 'One at Mao and the other at Ukhrul but
both were closed down owing to a change of policy where in
its place one large (Upper Primary School) was opened in
Imphal at Moirangkhom.'22 And for that accommodation, scho-

larships were given to students.

1933~ 341 The valley had B5 Lower Primary Schools, out of
which 19 were in Imphal, 61 were in villages in the wvalley
area and 5 in Jiribam, Out of the total Lower Primary Schools,
3 were Sanskrit Tols, 3 were Girls' School, %0 Madragsas and
one Hindi School., During the year the teaching of Euglish

was introduced in the lLover Primary Scbéols. There were 3

Upper Primary Schools all situated in Imphal,

Bills: In the Hill areas there were 52 Lower Primary Schools
including the Chinga School at Imphal for Hill-boys (students).
Educationally the Kabuls and the Kacha Nagas were behind the
Kukis and Tangkhuls. /&he Ukhrul Lower Primary School included

22, captainrﬁ.w.h. Harvey, Adninistration Report of the
Maunipur State for the year 1931-32; p. 15.
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practical agriculture as one of the subjects in the curri-
culum. There were two Hill Upper Primary 8chools, One was

the Chinga Hill School at Imphal and the other was at Ukhwu L.
In 1933, the original Ukhrul Upper Primary School was re-

opened in response to an urgent demand frowm a large section
02 the Tangkhuls who did not wish to send their children to
the American Mission Upper Primary School at ﬁkhru1.23/7

1934-1935: His Highness the Maharaja of Manipur held charge
of the edncation'department. The total expondisume of edu-
cation in the valley was B, 50,250/-, The valley had 85
Lower Primary Schools out of which 23 were in Imphal, 57 wers
in villages, in the valley and 5 in Jiribam, There were 3
'nppér Primary Schools, all situated in Imphal, Also there _
was one State aided Girls' School (Sagolband) which was mana-
ged by private Conmittes of 7. In the Hille, the State had
62 Lower Primary Schools which were distributed as follows;24

SADAR : UKHRUL , TAHERGLORG
1 Mixed (Chinga) 4 Mixed (Ukhrul) 1 Mixed (Tamenglong)
1 Chothe 9 Tangkhul 9 Kuki
3 Kuki 2 Kuki 3 Kabui
11 Hao 1 Maring -3 Kacha Naga
11 Maram 2 Anal
1 Haring - v
1 Kabui
i Prum

1 Eom

23, G.P. Stewart, Administration Report of the Manipur
State for the year 1933-10934; p. 30,

24, G.P. Stewart, Adminigtration Report of the Manipur
State for the year 1934-1935; p. 3.




96

1228—12222' The Education Standing Comuittee held 5 meeotings.
There ware 88 Primary Schools 1n the valley out ot those 3
were Upper Primary Schools, 68 were Boys' lower Primary .
Schools, 4 Girls' Schools, 3 Sanskrit Tols, and 10 Madrassas.
During the year under administration report, the Mantripukhri
Hindu School was converted into a Manipuri School., 'All the
Sanaﬁrit Tol# are situated in Imphal. .Tﬁe Stath maintains a
centre for the Assam Sanskrit examinations and so the 3 State
Tolg, the Tol in the British Reserve and some private Pandits
prepare candidates for the Assan Sanskriﬁasaérd's;varions?*;
examinationa‘gs_ The Madrassas Lower Primary Schools' examiﬁv
nation were examined in Mohammedan subjects. In the Hills,
there were 60 Primary Schools. In the West Subdivision
(Temenglong area) there were 17 Lower Primary Schools and 1
Upper Primary School,

1040-41: The valley had by this year, 90 Primary Schools.
In the 3 Upper Primary Schools, suall tuitibn fees were
levied from the students. The Hill ‘areas too have 3 Upper
Primary Schools, one in each subdivision, and 28 Lower Pri-
mary Schools in and 32 village Schools.

1943-44: There was a decrease in the number of Primary
schools in the valley which totals upto 89, out of these 3
were Upper Primary schools, 73 vere Boys' Lower Primary
Schools, 2 Girls' Schools, 10 ﬂadiassas and a Tol, The -

25, E.F. Lydall, Administration Report (1938-39), p.22.
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Madrassas in the valley which provide for Muslim boys and
girls exclusively, funclade in the curricula, a course in
Islamic language in addition to those for Lower Primary
Schools. Gegeral eduéation in Prinary schools were free but
in Upper Primary Schools, small tuitibn fees were charged.
In the Hills, education was seriously iunterfered with by

the Japanese Arumy ﬂuring the Great World War II in the State
of Manipur.

1944~45: The State Darbar Member held charge of the Educa-
tion Departuent. During the year, three meetings of the edu-
cation Sﬁanding Committecs were held and the nmunmber of schools,
functioning in the valley during the year were 87. During the
year most of the schools were destroyed due to air-raid amd
military occupation in both the Plains and Hills of Manipur
because of the fierce fighting between the Japanese and
British forces. So, éducation was cafried on in private
bouses which were being paid for by the State. In the Hilis,
seﬁools were however, re-openod only when the Japanese had

withdrawn from the State of Hanipur,

"During 1946, yet Education received a set back as in
the previous ycars thousands of people were evicted from
their howes by the Army and many schools buildiugs were occu-
pied., Buildings which hbave been occupied by the Army are
rarely fit for use when vac;ted and recoaunstruction will take

timerG

26.  Political Department, Political Branch; 1946. File
No. 13%(11), p./46, Nos, 1-2,
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PART ~ 11
MIDDLE ENGLEISH SCHOOLS AND HIGH SCHOOLS - (1906-1947)

Education in Manipur was very slow in coaparison to
other Native Princely States of British India. The progress
was far behind that even the first of its kind was establi-
shed in 1885 by Major Johnstone, the Political Agent in
Manipur. So, t111 1906-1907, the only Middle Sfhool was
the Johnstone School at Imphal. Apart from the general educa-
tion imparted in the Schools, gymnastics had been added to
the subjects taught and for that an instructor, a Naik from
the 16th Rajputs Regiment was braught to the school, for phy-
sical training. |

1907-08: The former schools (Johanstone School) was extended
by adding two new wings because of the increase of students
- on the roll. In this year, a new syitem of paying fees was
introduced. Another imporiant school, the "Beungali School"
wag established by Colonel.ﬁaxwall. Its total cost of main-
tenance during the year was B, 756/~ while, amount réalisad
as school fees was ks, 234/~. During the year, the First
Technical School in the State was oponed in 1908. In the
valley, education was under the general control of Education
Member of the Darbar, Bﬁt inspection was done hy Inspector
0of Schools. Whereas, in the Hills, it was controlled by the
Vice-Ptesident of the State Darbar,

1909-10: During the year, the Member of Mgddle English
Schools had increased to 3. They were, namely, the Johustone



School at Imphal, the Bengali School at Imphal and the Ukhraul
School in the Tangkhul Hill Area. The previousiestablished
Technical School was closed down due to the nnnéavailability
of suitable trained teachers and few students on the roll etc,
The Johustone Middle Engliish School taught upto the High

School standard,

From 191t till 1920, under aduinistration reports,of
the State Durbar, the number of Middle Schools remained the
sane at the same places, However, in 1916 a new Middle School
for Girls was opened with about 22 girls on the roll. The
Lady Barle Girls' School was meant mainly for the girls of
the Bengali Community in the State,

<?egarding expenditures of the'ﬂiddle School education,
the Valleys were maintained mainly with grant-in-aid from the

State budgets and partly fees zfom the puplls, However, the
\ : (
only Middle School in the Hill at Ukhrul, North-East of the

State, which was maintained with grant-in-aid from the Govt,

and also a portion was borne by the American Baptist Mission

SQQinxy.> Boys in the valley were trained in physical exercises
and gymnastics as part of the curriculum apart fron formal
education, The Lady Earle Girls' School was maintained maihly
by the grant-in-aid from the State and partly by School fees.

In 1920, regarding expenditure on Bengali Middle School
a subscription was raigsed for the school, »Anather striking
importaant factor was that even the Ukhrul Middle School which
was supported with the help of the American Baptist Mission

also ceased during the year.
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1921-22; During this year under administration report,
there was a School at Imphal, naued the Johnstone Middle
English School from 1885-1920, Bat with the growth and deve~
lopuent of higher education in Imphal and elsewhere, the
Johngtone Middle English School had been formally extended -
and recognized by the 6alcutta University as Johnstone High
Eagiieh School upto the Hatriculation stahﬂarﬂ in 1922;

My. Pnillpotts,'the Head Master has eRdeavoured to encourage
the playtig of games and the school sports held during thé

year were a great success,'

Regarding the maintenance of schools, the Johustone
School, the Ukhrul School and Lady ‘Barle School were all
waintained with the help of State grant~in-aid and School fees
cpllectod from the pupils, But for Bengali Middle Scheool, 1t
got two small grants, one from the State government and the
other from the Town Fund, moreover, a monthly subscription

was raised by the Bengali Community to supplement the income

xtom'School fees,

523235222% The only High School in the State was the Johnstone
High Schaoy. Other Middle Schools were, namely, the Bengali
School, the Ukhrul Hission School and in 1926 another Hiddle
School came up at Kangpoikpl called the Kangpokpi Middle School,
The Bengal§:5chool follows the curriculum prescribed for the
Middle Tnglish Schools in Assanm, Whereas, ﬁ%e Ukhrul School

and the Kadépokbi Schools followed a course which closely

approximate to the Middle English standard in the highest
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clagsses, The Ukhral School tamght only upto the 5th
standard.>

"Vernacular": "Since the time when the Johnstone School was
founded between 1877-1886, by Major Gemeral Sir James Johnstone,
Education until then had been imparted through the medium of
the Bengali Language. However, in the year 1924, the Mani-

puri language was at last recognized for the Matriculation
Exanination by the University of Calcuttg. All the Text Books
for the Upper and Lower Primary Standards upto the Matricula-
tion are now in the process of being printed and all primary
education throughout the State will now be imparted through

the medium of‘ﬁanipuri.NEZ/

1927-28: The number of High Schools and the Middle Schools
were the same asg in the previous years, There was a well
equipped gymmasium at the Johnstone School for that a Gymnae
stic Instructor was employed. In the widdle schools, curri-
culum, physical education was also included. The Boy Scout
aovement which had started some two or three years! baek mada
good progress during the year, which came under administration
report and an expedition into 'Camp' was successfully undere
taken with arrangenents made by Rajkumar Bodh Chandra Singh,
Scout Leader. His Highness the Maharaja visited this canp.

Manipuri language {(4n Bengali scoript) had become one
of the recognized vernaculars for the Matriculatdon examina-

tion. Aithough regular teaching were essential but for want

27. Captain C.W.L., Aduinistration Report of the Manipur
State for the year 1931-32, p. 42.
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of suitable books, the pupils found it difficalt to make
speedy progress, Its introduction in the schools entails
with 1t the question of its introduction in Arts course for
the University examination, and that was not possible without
sultable Manfipuri literature. To solve the various problems
in connection with the public instruction in Manipuri, the
Darbar during the year under administration report sanofibnﬁa
the formation of a Standing Commitiee on Education Matters

with the Education Member as Chajirman,

1929-30: As in the previous year, the Standing Committee on
Education Affairs continued especially in connection with HKhe
decisions councerning payment for copyright and payments for .
translation of foreign books into the vernacular for adoption
in the curricula of State Schools. As 8 Sub-Committee to the
Darbar it performed a useful work to the State.

Athshe Kangpokpi Middle School, the Mission intended
to introduce any teaching and books necessary to sasure entry
into the Johnstone Bigh School when such a course was desired
by any of the Migsion puplls. Boys who passed the Upper
Primary examination, were eligible for adumimsion to HMiddle
English Schools. |

<fhuring the year 1930, the Hission schools at Kangpokpi
and Ukhrul were maintained again by the Mission with the assi-

stance of a State grant. The amount spent on these schools

by the State during the year was k. 1£295/-:)
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1931321 Then only Official High School was the Johnstone
High School, situated in the British Reserve aund managed by

a Committee of which the Political Agent is the Secretary.

In agdition to the pupils' fees, the State contributed a sum
of ¥. 7,380/~ towards the maintenance of the school, while

it algo received a grant-in-aid of k. 50/« per month irouvtho
Governuent of India and another sum of B, 50/« per month from
the Govt. of Assam for a périod of 5 years, boginning from
1927, The school had 325 pupils and inspected by an Inspector
of schools of Assam Governuwent and later on it was affiliated

to the University of Calcutia.

There was a private High School, known as the *Manipur
Iustitution' in Iwphal. The School received no grants«in-aid
but managed by private enterprise.‘ The school received provi-
sional recognition by the Calcutta University ﬁuring the year,
'In this period, the only separate Middle School was the Bengalt
School. But in addition to that, both the Johnstone High
School and the Hanipur Institution were alsc imparted Middle
English classes in their respective schools. The number of
hoys getting admission were limited and seclected only from
those who passed the State Upper Primary Examination. As for
female education, a move to create interest and to encourage

Girls' Sohools to be opened by piivate enterprise was empha~
sised during the period.

1933-34: His Excelloncy, Sir Hichael Keane, Governor of
Assam, visited Manipur, His Highness the Haharaja of Hanipur
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held charge of Education in the valley. The total expenditure
on education during the year was k. 51,616/~ , The educatdon
Standing Committee held four meetings. Apart from Bengall
Middle School, there was also one Middle English‘cirls' School
in Imphal known as the Lady Earle Girls' School. The two
recognised High Schools in the State were the Johhitone High
School and the Manipur Institution, which was renamed as the
Chuiachand Institution lnlﬁarch, 1934,

1934-.35: 7The Bougali School had extended upto class VII of
the Matriculation standard. Other Middle English Schools
were, namely, Lady Barle Girls' School, two un-aided boys'

schuolg like the Ramlal Pal and Rarsingh.

~ The Johustone High School was managed by a Committee of
5, the Political Agent who was the Secretary and the President
and one Darbar Member were in the Conmi ttes, The State contrie
buted B, 5,000/~ anngally moreover it received grant-in-aid
of &, 45/« per month from the Governument of India and Is. 50/-

per month from the Assam Government.

The Churachand High Sohool was managed by a Comujittee
ot 9, one of whom was nominated by the Darbar. It received
a grant of is, 1,000/« from the valley budget and also a grant

at the rate of one ruppe per Hill Tribe Student per meunsenm
from the Hill Budget as it receives Hill studsmts into the

Institution upto 25% of 1its cépacity. There were alsoc two
other un-aided High Schools and one of them was the Manipuri
Girls' High School. Scholarships were given to bright and
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brilliant students to pursue for further studies outside the

Stute, for example, to Assam and Bengal.

1935-1939: His Highness, the Maharaja of Manipur, held charge
of the Education Department., During the period, a number of

Schools were obened anl recognized by the Governuent. With
the rapid growth of primary education, naturaliy a need for
higher education was demanded. So, by the end of the year
1939, tvwo uategoriés of Middle Schools type in the State were
fouund representing Government aided schools and un-alded

schools,

The Government glided schools were, namel&, Middle
Euglish Bengali Girls' School, Lady Barle Girls' School amd
also the Bengall High School and the Johmstone High School,
which bave Middle Classes in their own respective premises.

"Also for boys, there vere the Rambol School and the Faizia
Middle English Madrassa. There were also two un-aided Middle
English Boys's Schools, namely, the Ramlal Palvana the Narsingh
Boys' Middle School. During the periocd, s0 far under admini-
stration Report, there were about four High schools, out of

which one was the Girls' High School.

The High Schools were: (1) The Johnstone High School,
(2) The Churachand High School, (3) The Bengali High School

and (4) The Tamphasana Girls' High School, All were located
in the laphal valley.

The managing counittee of the Churachand High School in

1939 was only six members, two of whom were nominated by the
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Darbar., It received a grant-in.aid of K. 12/- per Hill Tribe
student per year from the budget. It was a recognized High
School. The Bengali High Schaoi was granted (prnviéioual
recognition) for two years that.t2:1938 and x932,hy the Calcue
tta University, It was managed by a Commitiee of nine, two of
whom were nominated by the Darbar, one by the Commandant of
the Ath Assam Rifles, one by the Political Agent, The State
granted Bs. 40/~ per month; &, 345/« per year from the Imperial
Government; B, 20/- por month from the Imphal Town Fund, The
Tamphasana Girls' iiigh School was founded in 1935 and till
1939, it was the only Girls' High School in Manipur. In 1936,
the Director of Public Instruction, Assam, granted it provisie
onal recoghition and the State gave grant-in-agid of . 150/-.
It was managed by a Coummittes of 12, two of whom were Darbar

Hembers.

1940-%1: In 1940-41, the number of Middle Schools (4) remaw
ined the same as in the precedding years. The Nambol Hiddle
English school had 48 boys on the roll, whereas, the Faizia
H.E.MBdrassa bhad 91 pupils. During the year "a Kanchipar
Polytechnic School started by Sjt. A.C. Singh of Imphal with
the help of local subscription. A Comuittee of five and the
State made & grantein-aid of &s. 30/~ per month to the School.
There were nine teachers with 19t pupils on the roll. The
curriculum apart from the general studies consists of weaving,

bagket making and tailoring ete,"28

98,  E.F., Sydall, Administration Report (1940.41) of the
Manipur State, p. 17.
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1943-44;: During the year, as the Second World War was going
ou and both the Japanese and the British were also having
being fighting a very bitter war in the State of Manipaur,

there were hardly few schools, which functioned for namesake
at private residences, since the school buildings were under
military occupation. As the Faizia Middle English Madrassa

was occupied by the Army and so education was carried on in

the Kherogao Lower Primary Madrassa school house, The Madrassa
received a grant otvk. 20/~ from the State and &s. 30/« from the
Assam Government. The Kanchipur Polytechnic School carried on

in a temporary shed with six teachers.

The Johnstone High Sch601 classes were held at the \
Head Master's residence at Khaionpak because the proper school
building was occupied by thé Army and R.A.F. The Managing
Committee were, Political Agent as‘exaoiticio Chairman and
Secretary, the President of the Darbar, one Darbar Member, the
Head Master and one ieacher. (?n the Hills, education ' came
to;halt due t& the war in the areas, as even fierce fighting
between the Japanese and the British forces took place at
Mao~Naga Hills between the Manipur border and the Naga Hills

near Khuaama./)

944-1045: During the year, the State Darbar Meuber was in-

charge of the Department and the Education Standing Committee
held three mecetings., %¥he two Middle English Schools that

functioned were, the Nambol School and the Faizia Middle English
Schoo). The Kanchipur Polytechuic School continued to be
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housed in a private school and provides for teaching of such
technical subjects as, carpeniry, basket making, envelope

making, embroidery etc.29

The other high schools were the Johustone High School
and the Churachand High School, although the names of the
schools were there, but their education was imparted at pri-

vate sheds vith very few pupils, teachers and less curriculum,

In the post World War If and with the dofeat of the
Japanese and the subsequent victory of the British in the
war, which ultimately brought about the educatiomnl system

aluwost completely came to a turmoiled condition,

in Manipur during the war-period in ﬁérttcular. Also the
way psychosis constantly prevailed thew, deeply in the aninds
0of the peoples of Manipur during this period and that proper
aduinistration was not at all feasible or possible in a
dynamic and progressife manner. During the period 1946-47,
the Govt. of India was very busy with the British government
for the transfer of power to India on 15th August 1947 and
as suéh tﬁe céntral government in Delhi could not pay special
attention towards Manipur Bducation in partifular, On the
other hand, the Hill Tribals (like the Naga Independent

Movement, and also the Mizo- fsoejxxﬂ_.ﬁbvemen§>,were deve-
loping which brought about Hanipur Education problem in a

29. F.F, Pearsén, Aduinistration Report of the Manipar
State for the year 1944-45; p. 21,
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complex and disturbed manner, even until the Mirger instru-
ment with the Union of India, which was signed £n 1949,

And thus, in the post-Independent era, that 1s.atter the
India's Independence on 15th August 1947, a new development
of educational horizon dawned upon Manipur with the rest of
India. The Joyous enthusiasm of the people of Manipur 2re
great and the growth of educational institutions are incre~

asing alongwith the quality of education.



CHAPTER - III

CONTRIBUTION OF THE MISSIONARIERS TOWARDS EDUCATION

fﬁanlpur became a semi-independent native state ruled
by a Maharaja under British protection, at the time of the
. arrival of Christian Missionaries, The Migsionary's request
for opening a Hission-Centre, had to wa;t on the decisious
of the State Darbar and the good-offices of the British
Political Agents at Imphal., 1In the Princely State of Manipur,
the Valley was surrounded by the Hills mostly inhabited by
the Naga Tribes and Kookies or Kukils, where the British

power exerted some influence through its political agents.)

Originally 1t is sald that the fleiteis migrated from
the Hills and they were baving good relations with the Hill
people t111 "the emergence of Hinduism as the principal reli-
gion of the Heitheis by a royal edict in 11921.‘ Thus,
Hinduism or Valshnavism was introduced by a Saint named

Shantidas who came from Bengal to the valley of Manipur and

with this religion the Bengali script came into being in
Manipur and the script was introduced into the schools later
on, (ls the Maharaja of Manipur and his followers were con-
verted to Higgzism, a new Hindu culture was formed in the
Valley of Manipur and the traditional ways of life was
changed rapidly and the consequence was that the good rela-

tiou between the Hill peoples and the plain peoples were

1. Janmes Hastinga, Bucyciopedia of Religlon and Ethics,
Vol. IX, P k27o
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cut otzz)thinkiag that the so-called traditional ways of
1ife would be ruined. The Hindu Casto(syatem was also impo-
sed upon the'Hetteiﬁ and barred those Tribals from them as
untouchables. fgo(ih course of time, two-sections of people
gradualily evolved in Manipur, one was in the Plain-Valley
‘and the other was in the Hills of Manipur. And yet before
the conversion of the major population of the Valley into
Hinduism, the only difference between the valley people and
the Hilluen was that of language azd facilitles of communi-
cation and agricalture. There was understanding and tolere
ance which bound the twb major sections of the population in
spite of their differences, )

So a new dawn of orthodoxy and counsgervatism arose in
the valley of Manipur, The soeiety‘hagan to be based not on
merit or talent, but on the hierarchical order of castes and
sub«castes of "the numernualcastes the most dominant was the
Kshatriya to which the bulk of the Meithels professed to
balong."z The Rajkumars, Dishnupriya Manlpuris and Brahmins
belonged to the upper classes. At the lowest strain were
the Lois and Kels. "Prima facia, the caste sysiem in Manipur
seemed to be rigid. In reality, 4t was the opposite, for
ingtance, the inhabitants of a village could be elevated
en masse to that of Hindus of pure castes”.3 "f the Raja

chose any person could at any tiume receilve the sacred thread

2. | W.¥. Hunter, The Iumperial Gazettcer of India, Vod.

3. James Johnstone, Manipur and Raga Hills; p. 84,
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of the twice born castes, and on payment of a small sum of
money be admitted as a Hindu and thereforth called Kshatri-
ya".® wanother striking fact is that the Meiteis do mot
accept the Supremacy of the Brahmins",5 who are generally

at the apex of the caste ridden Hindu Society. "The continued
existence of the earlier faith is another peculiar feature
which énahles one to study the process by which in Hinduisam

animism is tempered by metaphyaica'.6 |

Closely linked with the divisive policy of administra-
tion which ran the Hill-territory on different lines fronm
that of the Valley was the social policy of the goverument,
(&gg;t;sed the services of the Christian Missionaries in furth.-
ering the cause of their administration in the Hills with a
view to pacifying theim the ideology of Christianity. The
colonial administration indirectly encouraged Missionary
activities in the Hills, Absence of a caste system, lack of
inhibitions in respect of food and drink and social mixing
and equality of sexes were the institutional framework of
their society or established social customs. "The Hill~
societies evolved effective institutions for regulating their
own social life, The most important among them were the

village councils and the Morungs or Dormitories for the young

k.,  Ibid., p. 84,
Si J. Eastings’ Op.cit., Pe. 84,
50 Ibid" p- 11020
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ummarried men - some tribes had separate Dormitory System
for unmarried girla“.7 In short, “the Morungs are Guard-
houses, Recreation Clubs, ceutres of Education, art and dig-
cipline and have an important ceremonial purpose".8 The
village Councils corposed of elders who had both Judicial
and'executive powers, They settled disputes of a social or
religious character arising among individuals or families in
the vdllage. The specific character, composition and methods
of functioning of these councliis varied from Tribe to Tribe
and sometimes from‘viliagc to village,,bui in eaﬁh case they
represented the effort of the soéiety to evolve a machinary -

for efficient self-government.

"The lines of social classification were mainly based
on age, physical and social uaturity.“g "Ownership of land
denoteAcommand over wealth and therefore, provided an import-
ant bagis for social stratification. However, land was not
the only criterion on which one's status or position in a
society was Jjudged. Ownership otkHZ;han and ceii;es comnanded

respect in their society and also provided a stock of wealth

which could be used in excnange.“io

Thus, the soclieties in the Hill villages and the

central Valley of Haﬁipur presented a contrasting picture,

7. Elwin, "Nagaland". p. 18,

8. Ibid., p. 8.

9. James Hastings, Op.cit., p. 123.

10. Govt. deort, Nagaland; Techno~-economic Survey of

Nagaland. p. 16.
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>1arge1y due to the impact of Hinduism in the Valley of the
Meitel Society and Christianity in Hills of the Nagas and
Kukis. As a result of this artificial differences in their
social set-up} the people tended to form social incomsuni.
cability around themselves, "The Meiteis began to adopt a
holier-than~-thou attitude towards the Hill communities, This
repulsive attitude naturally aubittered their socialArelations.
Finally doubts and fears centred around entirely different
sets of situations and quickly developad into blind alleys in

mutual communications®, 1?)

(?n this manner the British understood the whole socilal
anomaly and it was their unconceanled policy to use the Hindu
orthodoxy as a powerful instrument for keeping the population
divided at the roots. (With the coming of the British rule the

difference was given a wmore prominant stamp through their
divide and rule policy. It is needless to point out how much
the British Govt, through their policies and the conduct of
individual officers encouraged sectarianism and orthodoxy in
the Valley of Hantpuf). On any slight pretext they magnified -
the 'ISM' to push the people poles apart. lapo worsen the
situation, the Britigh intensified their aduinfistration and

ran the Hill-territory on differeat lines from that of the

VallBY-"‘z) Moreover, the process of isolationism of the Hill

i1. B K. Roy Barman, Modernisation Processes in the Hills
o0of North-East India. (Journal of the Xustitute of
DeTence strategy; dJan. 1970; p. 8).

12. Foreign and Political Departuent Proceedings; April
1908, External-A; Nos. 2-5.
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people gained rocketing speed under the Imperial rule. (&he
tribal religion/tradition was uncontaminated by any, before
the advent of the British adminiétration in Manipur., So it
was the work of the pilonecering Missionaries somctimes at

great personal risks acd sacrifices, ventured into the wilds
of Manipur-Hills and established lone Higsion Centres and

thus proselytisation process was'eatablishad. The simple
folks were taught the ways of Heaven aund ﬁell ihrongh the
Bible, which attracted the innocent Tribals as they found
eagy reach for conversion to Christianity and to go to Heaven
after their qartnlyllize rather than remaining in their animi-
stic ways of life and go to Hell after their death. Every
converted home was required to leain the Bible Gospel message
and prayers etc. and so the necessity of learning developed
through primary education. )In this way the tactful British
Aduinistrators with their policy of 'Divide and Rule’ could

aasily win over the Tribal minds one by one to their admini-
strative fold.

<The Migglonary activities flourished in the Hill arsas
of the State since it was firstly objected by the Meitei peo-
ple of the Yalley as their religion was Hinduism., But then
"it must be remembered that there were hardly any welfare
activities of the government in the Tribal areas when the
Missionaries started their works. The goverument expenditure

on them was less than one~guarter of the amount they paid in
taxes between the years 1891-1918. The actual number of
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Christians rose from zero in 1891, and 45 in 1901 to 10401
in 1931.713

(kissionaries made their impact mostly through evange-
iigu, éducntion, and medical relief works. Their personal
salvation which in its turn introduced a new Individualism,
in place of the former comumunity spirit. ¥he real beginnings
of Missionary enterprise on an organised scale may practi-
cally be said to bave beeu made in the early present cantury57
The bomefits of civilization were slow in coming but come
they did{> The pace of the change was made by the arrival of
the Chrigtian Migsionaries from the West. Yet they had to
face difficulties and bear on the sort of life that was liked
in the HAlls. They had to work-out a method by which the
old customs aud traditions could be adapted to suit the new
faith which they were offering., Since religlon was so inter-
twined with life at every step and stage that elimination of
old customs, festivals, sacrifices, traditional dancing amt
sing ing and taboos ete., almost meant changing the whole
canner of the Hillmen's }ife. Nevartheless.(@lthough it
clajimed many that was familiar to, yet it promised much more
that 'Good' not only for their soul but also for thelr
earthly needs, There can be no two opinions however that
the early Chrigtian Missionaries earned and deserved the gra-

titudes of these Tribes, to whom they brought a humanistic

15.  }. Bhattacharya, Gazetteer of India (Manipur), p.133.
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religion and modern civilization in place 6: Tribal primitive
ways of life. These Missionaries also studied the local dia-
lects, invented an alphabet and translatéd the "Gospel"
tracts and Christian Hyuns into local languages and brought
about educational reforms to the Tribal people. This cured
the latter of their cruel customs like Head-hunting and
inculcated in them western and Christian concepts of life
and ethics. In this connection, David Scatt, the first
Political Officer of the North-Bast Frontier had felt the
necessity of educating the tribes "for nothing permanently
good can be obtained by other mart‘ms";ﬂr In this way, succee-
ding Aduinistrators from their 1ntima§e knowledge of the
tribes were all convinced that only "Christianity could
change their primitive ways of life, raise their scale of
civilization and rendei théir country 1nportant".1§) On the
result of the amazing transfurming power of the Bible Gospel
among the Tribes, Mr. Pudaite, interestingly commsnted as
followss "They had been savage and uncivilized people but
now they were counted among the rank and file of civilized
society of earth. They had once been filled with fear and

frustration but now with friendliness and assurance of
1igen, 16

14, J.B. Bhattacharjee, The Garos and the English, p.217.

15. S.K. Barpujari, Barly Chrigtian Migsion in the Raga
sﬂills (Journal of Indian History, Vol., 48, 1970), p.
427.

16, Padag;e snoehnnga, Bducation of the Hmar People;
PR, ~-0B. '
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f%ducation and evangelisation always worked simulta-
neously. As the Hissionaries were carrying out Sheir Educa~
tional programmes, at its full swing, the Hill people got
only half-aﬁ education:;ie supsidised Mission schools, thre
oughout the British periodA?ere almost entirely of middle
English standard. "The schools were aimed primarily at reli-
gious iunstructions or intensification of the propagation of
Christiaﬁ teachings. The people were taught the three 'R's

in preparation of Bible reading and for their daily religi-

ous exercisea“.‘7

In this connection, it can clearly be sald that "the |
Primary objective of the Higsion was to collect good prea~
chers. Thelr teachings were based on religion and literature.
The general standard of knowledge remained quite low. The
Hill students even todpy are gemerally weak inlﬂathemattcs,
natural sciences and abstract philosopny'.lg Real education
was not imparted to them and whatever was done, was to suit
the convenitnce of the Imperial power of Britain. Thus, all
the educational activities of the Chrigtian Missionaries 4n
Manipur were conducted within the framework of the colonial
structure. Practically, no hospital or medical services,
even on the extremely modest scale in which these exist over

the rest of British India, were extended to the people, Had

1t not heen for the Missionaries the pace of the spread of

17. Ibid’ P 73‘

S S haub

187", _E11I Politics in North East India; p. 42.
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modern education among the Hill-people might have been wmuch
slower. But they were concerned with education only so far
as it subserves thelir chief purpose and 'the essential thing
in all migsion education is the creation of a Christian atmos-

phere in its 1nst1tutions'.19 )

<3ames Johnstone, the Poiitical Agent of Hanipur appe-
‘aled for the introduction of a regular system of education,
including religious instruction under a compotent clergyumn
ot the Church oi Bngland, The earliest converts underwent
untold persecutions ‘for embracing the new faith of Christia-
nity. But conditions quickly changed. The poopie aftervards
perceived to constructive results of education and came fore
ward to assist the Mission by donatgng land and rendering
free labhour and materials for the buildings.) The parents
wished that their children acquired the right knowledge and
that their character was moulded on sound lines. There were
two Foreiga Chriétian Missions, working in the afjoining areas
ot HManipur, nadgely

(a) The Welsh Presbyterian ligsion at Aijal (Mizoram: )
and (b) The American Bapftist Mission at Kohima ( -Fagaland),

(fhe Ameriocan Baptist Mission became involved in Hanipur
by accident, which they considered as 4 fortunate. - Although
they thought about the area as not a potential field and yet
within less than ten years they had annexed 1t./)

19. Anderson ¥Whitehwd, Christian Education in India,
pe 7.




120

<In 1890-91, the year in which the Maharaja Surachandra
Singh was forced to abdicate the throne of Manipur and during
that time a young Eunglish Missionary naumed William Pettigrew
arrived in Bengal, under the sponsorphip of a Private Society
~ 'the Arthington Aborigines HMisgsion' -« a member of the Chkrch
of England., He remained an Anglican, however and continued
t0 serve under the Arthington Hission which apparentxy‘had no
objection to this action. He began to take interest in the
Manipuri-Metteis, some of whom he had met in Caehar, learned
their lénguagevand found a way of entering Manipur, So,
Pettigrew entered Manipur as a _ HMissionary of the Arthi-
ngton Aborigines' Mission in 1894, But later om Joined the
American Baptist Migsion. "The Mission application in December
to the Acting Politicali Agent, Hr. Portéous for permission to
enter Manipur as Missionary was consented to by the latter
without consulting higher authorities". 20’ Because of his
views on Baptism, he contacted the American Bapitist Mission
at Kohiwa who weie already working among the Nagas fn the

Raga Hills outside Manipur territory.

(;n January 1896, Pettigrew's application to be appoine
ted as Missionary of the American Baptist Mission in Manipur
was accepted. "In the same month, the Executive Compittee

0of the American Baptists in Boston, U.S.A,, declided to take
over the work of Manipur which had been vacated by the

20, Poreién and Political Deptt. Proceedings, Jan, 1895;
Secret-E; RNo. 25, p. 2.
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Arthington Aborigine's Hission*rnt Pettigrew started Lover
Primary School in Imphal with an attendance of 80 boys.
Actually all he really did was providing tuition for the

children of Goveranment officials, wrote a primer and gramm&r.

He was allowed to carry on for only six months, He thought

that his call was among the plain-val ley pe;ple but objecti~
ong had been raised congerning h;s preaching which caused a

' great alarm to the local authorities. l?ettigrew made the
necessary preparations for advancing western educaﬁion through
which he hoped to Christianise the HMeiteis, To Christian
H1931onarie§; western system of education formed preparation
" for evangelism. But the ﬁindu-neitpia tnterpreted Rev.Petti~
grew's activities as &8 deliberate attempt to #each them the
"Governmnnt~ﬂelig10n“~0hr1stianity. The British Authorities
not wishing to antagonize the orthodoi Hindu Manipuries would
not permit Missionary activity in the State. Consequently
Major Maxwell, the Political Agent took an alarming view of
the situation., After ﬁreturning from Furlough, considering
the sentiment of the people and the Darbar, forbade Pettigrew
to preach among the Hindu Meiteis of the Imphal Valley."az/z

Because it would mean to wage war against the soecalled
State political stability given the choice between political
stability and Christian proselytism, the British definitely
 preferwved the former. The peculiar position in which the

21, Assam Mission Conference: February 11-19, 1899; p.50,
5th Session; Dibrugarh, Assau,

22, Foreign and Political Deptt. Proceedings; July 18943
Secret-E; No. 263 p. 3.



122

British were put to admiunister the State on behdlf of the
Minor Raja for some years did not allow them to interfere
with the religion which occupled so much of their Meiteis

time and attention.

More important, (he policy of British India towards
the Princely States atfer the 'Great Revolt of 1857', parti-
cnlarly in matters of religion, was apparently "NHon-interfe-
renéa 6r strict neatraliﬂy“J Any deﬁarture from such policy
according to C.J. Tyall, the Chief Comnigsioner of Assam,
would very likely be seized upon by Hindud ' in Bengal and
elsewhere as a ground for an attack upon the Government and
also be construel as a breach of so~called atiae'neutrality?,
Thiis insofar as the Hindu Manipuris were concerned, the
British decided to maintain the status-¢uo and Hajor Maxwell,
had to serve the ultimatum, /ggls Migsiovary work in Hanipur
was thus closely linked with the political interest of the
Colonial rulers, where Christian proselytism was considered
to sustain colonial occupation in the hill-territory, for
instance, Rev, Pettigrew was recomuended to work among Hill.
Tribel of Tangkhul, if he was to remain in the State which
were directly under their adoinistration, . : -

~

"But with the understanding that the British Government can-
not guarantee him safe conduct owing to the unsettled state

in which these Tribes live".2J Accordingly, Pettigrew toured

23.  Ibid. P. 3.
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the Tangkhul area of Hamipur and finally decided Ukhrul for
his Higsion Centre in 1895. In Feb, 1896, with his wife
Alice, began their life long work in Ukhrul. This, however,
did not totally open to the Naga areas in Manipur to the
American Baptist Mission. The Maharaja's Darbar was very
firm on the resolution that no further Mission station would

be opened in the Statdf§5> So this resolution was binding on

the Mao-Naga Hill areas till 1927 in the form of white Miss~

ionaries being forbidden to vitit_&ﬂg_ﬂlﬁﬁvgs Therefore,

the Christian proselytization in this area was carried on by
Native evangelists from the neighbouring Tangkhul Hill areas.
The Mao-Naga Area, northernmost part of the state of Manipur
(bordering the states of Manipur and Nagaland), was couside-
red as of strategio importance to the Government., The Misgsion
- was not free to chogse its area of operation and the final

decision lay with the British Officials.

Fettigrew being settled at Ukhrul (North Bast of the
State of Hanipur) ppened a School there. But then it was
one thing to declare a School open and quite another to get
students, However, the officials not only gave grants but
also interfered in the day-to-day administration on functionw
ing of the Mission Schools, In §hia he vas assisted by Major
Maxwell, the then British Political Agent of Manipur, who was

Qh; Suppleﬁent of the minutes of the American Baptist
Mission Conference. Feb, 17-24, 1916; 14th Session;
Rowgong, Assam. p. 12.

25. Anerican Beptisti Mission Conference Report., HNov, 23~
Dec, 1, 19273 . 25th Session; Golaghat, Assam, p. 60.
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once on tour in the Hills, helped the Missionary, Pettigrew,
by threatening the villagers of Ukhrul with dire consequen-
ces {e.g., to be severely caned or sent to jail), if their
boys were found absent from School on his return. Such attfi.
tudes and collaborations from the servaunts of the Government

certainly helped the Hission to take roots.

In Febrnaryﬁéggz, about eolboys got enrolled to the
Ukhrul Mission School. A report on the Ukhrul School stated
that quite six weeks were spent in persualing the.villagers
to send their hoyd to the School. 'Despite the support of
Major Maxwell, the early yesars at Ukhrul were difficult ones
the boys were undisciplined and refused to remain at their
studies for any long period of time. The Missionaries were
continually being cheated and troubled in other ways by the
local 1nhab1tants'.g§ Pregress was slow at first and setbacks
were frequent., BEarlier some had gone to the extent of demand-
ing payments for the valuable time their children spent in
the School, besides, excmptioh #% Lrom tuition fees. Enforec-
ing discipline was another problem. A class.. room would fa-
11 empty in-seconds, when the call of a barking déar (aninal)
was heard, Sending girls to School was unthinkable then, as
they asked who would vork i the fields and look after the
household: -chores, such as: to fetch water, cutting and carry-
ing fire-vood, cooking, pounding and husking of rice and carry.
ing paddy frowm the far off fields and so on.

26. F.S. Downs, ‘'The Mighty Works of God', p. 80.
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(Further. associations of the Missionaries with the
Colonial power advanoed_the prospects of Migsion expansion.
!nplementation.ot the government policies enabled the Missio-
naries associated with the adminigtration to tour large
areas in the interior parts of the Statai\ Colonial admini~
stration in Manipur permitted them as paid govermment serve
ants, full access into the ianterior areas which was used
profitably to spread Christianity beyond the area allowed to
them by the goverument as Hissionaries., \"Missionaries were
not reluctant to identify with the government. They made
use of government Inspectdon Bungalows, a privilege which
they learned ta'appreciate, vigit tea~planters, godvernuent
otxicials, and generally act like Sahlba“.27/ It vwas also

not unnatural to take service under colonial administration.

tev. Williaam Pettigrew acted as Honorary Inspector of
Schools dor Manipur and in that position he wmanaged to visit
all the schools in the State, which as a Missionary he could
not. Though no religious instructions were permitted in the
valley schools, copies of the Bible scriptures could be dis-
tributed to the students as literature. His service to the
governaent also gave an influence which stood the Missgion in
good stead on a number of occasions. He was also appointed
the Superintendent of the Census which was being taken in the
Hills for the first time in 1911, Further, it was through

27. Bengt 1. Anderson, "We lived in Nagaland®, p. 12.
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Pettigrew's active co~-operation and influence that a Labour
- Corps for France was raised from the Hill-Tribes of Manipur

for the service during the First World War in 1914-18.

Schools were opened and auong the most importént,
agents of the Missionaried were proselytization efforts,
Within a year of residence in a village, Misslonaries could
open up schools, (ﬁission schools, however, normally d4id not
go beyond Class VI (six). Their plan being to produce stu-
dents who would not be tempted to go for further studies and
therefore could be uti lised alnést iomediately after complet-
ing the minimum educational requireuents to reach wider people
and frihes. As for example,vthe First batch of students in
Ukhrul Mission school studied only upto class VI. After the
completion of this class/standard, Christian converts were

made teachers and evangelists among,jhemnill,mrlbes>ﬂ

The Missionaries were often mealous of and wanted to
extend their activities, oblivious of political consequences
and the British officials, on the other band, exercised poli-
tical caution. As a result there were sometimes clashes not
only between the overhéealous Mi ssionaries and the politica-
11y cautious officials, but also among the Missionaries them-
selves. Thig incident happened when Rev, Watkin Roberts accom-
panied Dr. & Mrs. Peter Frazer of the ¥Welsh Calvinistic
Methodi st Foreign Misgsion, who were the Pioneer Hisslonaries
in Lushel Hills (Mizoram). Later on, Roberts, started his

‘ own Hission as the North East Indla General Misgsion in
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3anipnr, who was then in Aizawl (Mizoram or Lushei Hillg)
statted his work among the Kuki-Mizos of the South-West
Manipur without first obtaining Government's permission to
do so., This attitude was iuterpreted as an encroachment on

the American Baptist Hisslon Field.

Thus, in the South VWest area of the State of Manipur,
trouble avose between the Christians of the North Bast India
General Missioun and the American Baptist Mission. ‘The cause
wag oreated from the side of the North East India General
Mission, that while this Mission accepted the boundaries laid
down for it by the State‘authoritteg nany of the Mission
workérs made a practiée of disregarding these orders and
proselytising pﬁocess started ivto the areas where the Chief
Hisaién authorities had agreed to refrain frowm working. This
species of disobedience while it may not had arisen from
personal mot1Vbé lead to Christians assuming that they occu~
pied a position of special privilege among Hillmen in the
State. Thus, the sphere of influence on the North East India
General Mission as well as that of the American Baptist
Mission having been clearly defined by Bis'ﬂxcellenay, the
Governor of Assam, it was hoped that there would be no more
“trouble in connection with the Kuki-Christians of the South~-
West Sub-division of Manipur and its work coufined to admini.
stering to the Kukies and Lushals of that Sub~division, The
‘sphere of activity of the American Baptist Mission had been
extended to include the remainder of the Hill area within

Manipur.
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@he first task the Missiomries accepted was to
learn the native languages but these differed from tride to
tribe, range to range and from village to village. They had
no option dbut to Start fumediately by learting the dialects
of the villagers in which they had opened a centre,

(since the early 1920's, Manipur had been divided iato
two fields with one Missionary in charge of each divisiﬁh.
Rev, William Pettigrew and Dr. Crozier divided Manipur into
two 'sphere of influence', Rev, Pettigrew worked among the
Nagas and Crozier worked among the Kukis., FNaturally being
settled in Ukhrul {capital of Tangkhul area in Manipur),
‘Pettigrew mastered the Tangkhul language as well as the Mani.
ynris)and Dr. Crozier picked up the Kuki language (Dr. Crosier
caue to Manipur around 1917 from Tura-Meghalaya, at the reque
est of Pettigrew who, long felt the need for medical service
in the State).) In the beginning, it was thought that the two
Missionaries would work together but they simply could not
get along each other, due to personal antagonism in part,
theological led them to divide Manipur into two spheres of
influence in the Hills of Manipur:(ia) Pettigrew supervised
the North-Bast and Sadar Hills Region (the Mao-MarampNaga
Area) north of Imphal upto the Naga Hills border {now Nagaland)
aud (b) Crozier supervised the North-West and South-West
0f the State, )

(Both Missionaries learned the respective dialects of
the Hill Tribes as the medium of instructions through which

they wanted to spread the message of the Bible and put into
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written script in Roman charaoter, This being done in
Bible translations, stories from the Bible, religious tracts
etc. were prepared in that dialectsqj“whia was taught in the
schools as they opened within a known tribe and resulted in
bringing up a generation well versed iu the dialect as they
had been taught. Horeover, this began to cut across village
boundaries and menbers of a Tribe which had previously no
lingua~franca of within the Tribe and began to accept the
AAES g
Mission’s selected dialect as the standard means of communie
cations. This initiated the process of bringing the onc-time
independent, self-gsufficient villages into closer having
interaction and unified the loose Tribes into a homogeneous
one. The dialect in turn came to occupy avspecill position
vis-a-vis the tribes, it came to represent the Tribe and
became the language of the Tribe, In line with this, Christ-
ian converts began to mece Christianity as a special force -
a upiting agent that transcanded to the traditional claus,
khels, villages and Tribes, etc,

(@he cause of education contributed by the Missionaries
greatly helped the promotion of literacy in the state. How-
ever, most of theilr efforts were found in the Hill areas of
the State where the British officials left most of the educa-
tional developments in their hands, To the Missiomries,
education and the process of proselytigzation go hand in hand,

like the two sides of the same coin. Since the process of

converting the orthodox Meitoli Hindus could not make much

x&aﬁAdﬁn
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due to their rigid attitude towards Christianity. There-
fore, education among the Meiteis in the Valley was taken
up by the Govt, officlals.

(ﬁav. Pettigrow, who was in Ukhrul Mission Centre,
established school around 1897, with about 20 boys on the
roil and later on its number increased. In 1903, Pettigrew
had nevertheless been successful in starting a Lower Primary
School at Mao-Haga Centre in his capacity as ‘Honorary State
School Inspector't) During this period, he was touring the
Hill areas as well as Valley areas of the entire State of
Manipur as 'State Government Official'. At thig period,
the attitude of the people in the Sadar Hill and North of
the State of Manipur was steruly against Christianity. So
teaching of Christian Doctrine was not permitted in the
‘Schouls, Although a number of Schools were established
through Christian Nigsionary initiatives., 1t was sald that
the people in the Mao-Naga areas and Sadar Hills of the
Rorthern part of the State had made certain agreement with
the MaBbaraja of Maunip@r, that no foreigner except the Bri-
tish official would be allowed to enter in this area and
start separate Migsion Centres. In the meantime, two Mao-

Ragas from Punanamal village had converted to Christianity
while attending the Mission School at Kohima (Nagaland).

During 1906-07, a School was established at Ukhrul
under the patronage of Rev, Pettigrew who was in-.charge of
the American Baptist Mission. He then superintendedall the
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educational programmes among the Tangkhul-Nagas.

1907-08:~- By 1907-08, there ﬁoro nlne_ig) schools in the
Pangkhul-Naga areas, and the biggest school was located at
Ukhrul-Centre. %Two boys from a number of the Tangkhul
villages were ordered to go into the Ukhrul school, to
learn for a year on condition of receiving rations at the
cost of the State which was tried during the year under
Report, But the result was not satisfactory. Some of the
villages refused to obey the orders to senl their boys to
the Ukhrul school and for disobedience of the orders, the

villagers concerned were punished.,?8’ )

All the schools in the Hills of the State were under
the control and supervision of the Vice~President of the
Darbar, but those in the valley were under the Education |
Hember of the Darbar. In 1908, some Kukis boys also atten-
ded the Ukhrul school. 1In 1909, the Chief of Senvon village
Mr, Kamkholen Singson invited Watkin Roberts of the Welsch
Migsion at Aizawal (Aljal-Mizoram) to open a school in his
village. In response to the invi tation, Roberts visited the
village together with some students from Aijal and a school

was then set-up.

1918-19:- (By the year 1918-19, the Ukhrul School was main-
tained mainly by a grani-in-aid from the State but a portion
of this was shared by the American Baptist Misgion. And yet

28, Anﬁual Administration Report of the Manipur State for
' the year 190708, p. 9.
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in the next year it ceasedﬁ) (In 1917, Dr. Crozier, a
Medical doctor was invited to Manipur from Tura (Meghalaya),
at the request of Rev, Pettigrew for medical gervice in

the Statekﬁg

(?In 1919, the Kangpoipi Mission Centre was establi-

" ghed. In November, Dr. Crozier moved to the new Centre and
were Joined by Rev. Pettigr§w in 1921. Kangpokpi, North of
Imphal in the Sadar Hill Area, was the Missionary Centre.
School ﬁas established here", A middle English Schoel,
Orphanage, Leper asylum (the first in Manipur) and dispen-
sary wers ostahlished“.eg *Only the Ukhrul and Kangpokpi
Schools received finaucial aLsistanca from the Mission at

that time, ail other schools being selt—aupportlng”.)

1923243 (Acéording to the Administration Report for the

year 1923.24, the American Baptist Migsion Society had one
Mission School at Kangpokpi which was mapaged in the sane

line as that at Ukhrul.) The Society had Primary education
only as follows:

8 village schools in the North East Hill area;

6 village schools in the North West Hill area;

5 village schools in the Sadar Hill area. |

Regarding Middle School standard education in the
year under Administration Report of 1923.23: "There were

two Middle sh Schools in the State, One in the Valley

29,  F.S. Downs, 'The Mighty Works of God'. p. 161[ 164,
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but one of them is the Migsion School at Ukhrul, which was
controlled by the American Baptist Mission and follows a co-
urse which was ciosely approximate to the Middle English
standard in the highest class, Percentage of attendance in

this school during the year was 9&.9".30

39253486:~ During the year under Adminimtration Report among
the three Middle Engzlish Schools in the State, two were in

the Hills, one at Ukhrul and the other was at Kangpokpi.

Both %were controlled by the American Baptist Mission Society
- but maintained with the belp of the state grants.

© 1927-28: Primary Baucation: Under the supervision of the
American Mission Society, there were fifteen (1%) Primary
Scﬁéela which was maintained by the same Society, Nine (22_
schools in the various Tangkhul villages were also maintained

by the Tangkhais?themsalveb. Twenty-three (23) Schools were

maintained in the South West Hill area by the North East

India General Mission.

During the year 1927-28, under Administration Report,
there were as in the previous year, ounly two (2) Middle English
Schools. The Ikhrul School teaches only upto the V (5th)

standard.

1929-30t~ Relations between the State anl the American Baptist
Mission was satisfacotry. ®Mr. Coleman, the American Secretary

of the North East India General Mission was engaged in making

30. | C.G., Crawford, Aduinistration Report of the Maunipur
State for the year 1923-24. p. 18.
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arrangenents with the State concerning the occupation of the

site - known as Churachandpur®,’}

Primary Educationt During the period of 1929-30, the nuwmber
of Lo@er Primary schools imcreased to 35 and Upper Primary
schools gongist of 4, Both L.P., schools and U,P. schools were
maintained by the American Baﬁtist HMission Soclety. The North
East India General Mission Society also maint ained 28 Primary
schools 1n the South West area of the Hills of Manipur,

Middle Standard Rducation:t Although the Kangpokpi Mission

School course was equal to the Middle BEunglish standard and yet
the Mission intended to introduce any teaching and books nece-
ssary to ensure entry into the Johustone High School at Imphil

when such course was desired by any of the Mission pupils.

1931-32:- Under Aduinistration Report in the State for the
year 1931-32, the various Missions iu the State had been doing
a great deal of work on behalf of -education in the Hills. For
the first time, the schools of the ABM| schools were even
opened to non-christians_ alike, and they were not compelled

to attend classes at which religious instruction was imparted.

1)

Primary Bducation:~ There wers 37 Lower Frimary schools. The
Mission had algo organised 14-Night Lower Primary Schools at
which the number of pupils on the rolds totalled upto 74 boys
and 81 girls. The ABM had & upper Primary Schools with a
total ai 115 boys and 46 girls on the rolls.

31,  A.G. McCall, Administration Report of the Manipur
State for the year 1929-30, p. 3.
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The North East India General Mission (NEIGM) also maine
tained 22 village Primary schools i which there were 5 Upper
pricary students and 389 Lower primary students.

Middle School Edusation: The AB Mission maintained a Middle

English School at Kangpokpi with 72 boys and 43 girls. Where-
as, the NEIG Mission had oune Hiddle Buglish school at Chura-
chandpur, South of Imphal, where 18 students were on the roll.
Besides, there wasg one Bible School with 23 students and one
girls' school with 18 students at chu:achannpnr. |

Expenditure: (a) Expenditure for the maintenance of schools
by the American Baptist Mission amounts to &. 6,765 and aleo
a sum of &, 1,396/~ grant-in-aid from the State goverunment.
All the sehoola.undef thé control of this Mission were using
the State teaching curricula. The total number of teaching

staff consi sted of about 53 male teachers anmd %4 fenale teachers.

(v) The North Bast India General Mission in the South West
area of the State speunt . 8,900/~ on education, The teaching
staff consisted of 27 teachers and 1 school Inspector. At the
Mission's expense, three students were sent to the Shillong |

Government High School, Assam, for further tralning.

Thusg, total number of students in all the Mission
schools were 498, of which 460 were boys and 35 were girls.
Out of the total number of students, there vere 835 non-Chri-

stian students,

The American Baptist Mission work in the State was still |

continued to be under the charge of Mr, & Mrs. Pettigrew.
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However, they were joined by Dr. W.R. Werclives from U,.S.A.
in December 1932, The North East India General Mission was
firnly ostablished in the South West area of the State of
Han;ynr with its Headquarters at Churachandpur, Dr. Crozier
lett Churachandpur for America and the Mission kept under the
charge of Mr, & Mrs. Rostard. In addltion to its teaching and
medical staff, the Hission had 13 chriatian workers on which
85, 1745/~ was spent, The Christians of the area spent about
8. 885/~ for the support of Christian workers.

"The Darbar of Manipur, in their resolution of May 20,

1931, have stated unequivocally that education in the Hills
must be imparted through the medium of Manipuri (written in
Bengali charac%er),”sa For thig purpose, text books in Manipuri
language'(aengﬁli script) for Primary education were prepared

so that the Maharaja and his Darbar hoped that a day would

dawn upon vhen the Maunipuri language which would become the

" Lingua-Franca even throughout the Hill areas also, (It conti-

nues uptil now).

Before 1932, Hill education was imparted through the
Hill-dialects (in Roman script) and English, but after this
resolution of the Darbar, Manipuri was introduced in almost
all the Migsion Bible Schools, Middle EBnglish Schools and
Upper Primary classes at Churachandpur and in a few of the

village schools, in which the teachers were able to do so.

32. | Captain C.W.L. Harvey, Administration Report of the
Manipur State for the year 1931-32., p. 1S,
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Thus, . encouraged Hill schools to conduct its teachings in
Manipuri language. In the Tangkhul Naga areca, Manipuri was
fast becoming the Lingua-Franca among the Tribal people owing
to the imuense variety of dialects and sub-dialects within one

and the same Tribal community.

(*The American Baptist Mission, which works in the North
Bast and South of the State, Bs élways ircluded Manipuri
{Bengali character) in its curriculum but first teache 's the
H1ill vernacular's through the medium of text books printed in
the Roman character, In its higher classges, it goes on to the
teaching of English. The State is much indebted to this Klsaion
for spieading education in Manipuri over a vast tract of the
country, but at the same time, the systen adopted is open to

the cbjectioﬂ that it burdens young wminds with two alphahota”;i/

The North Bast India General Mission, whose flelds in
the South West of Manipur has unfortunately not taught in Mani-
puri at all 4in its sohools in tho past, the teaching there being
conducted in Lushai dinlect with English as the final objective.
Lushai is not a HManipuri language and it is gratifying tc note
that this policy is now being changed as there is strong obje-
ction to the use of a Foreign language to the exclusion of Mani.

puri - so close to the valley and the capital of the State“.34

34, Ibid; p. 18,
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(During the year 1940-41, under Aduinistration Report
"The American Baptist Mission has Middle English Schools both
at Kangpokpi and at Ukhrul and a number of Primary schools in
villages. A grant-in-aid of s, 1,500/~ is made by the State.
The North Bast India General Mission bas one Middle English
School and a Bible School at Churachandpur as well as a number
of village achookl".ss/)

Q?urihg the Great Second World War,) which involved in
Manipur also, the Japanese forces caue along with the Azad Hind
Faﬁg‘lad by Subhas Chandra Bose and advanced to Manipur through
the South and North BEast of the State of Manipur, via Burma and
South Bast Asia. Because o:(phe serious B&ttle operations in
the North East Naga Hill areas of the State, "Mr, Brock, the
then Missionary was forced to withdraw to the Imphal plain with
the British troops”.36 Therefore, the educatioml work was
completely paralysed and progress was hampered, But with the
victory of the British power, over the Japanese, the re«opening
0of the road after the War,)the Kangpokpi Misgsion School was |

resumed its normal educational activities,

/Since the Great World War II was fought bitterly both
in the Hills and plains of MHanipur, its affects were that the
Headguarters of the North Bast India General Migsion at Chura-

chandpur was destroyed when the Japanese advanced past it upto

%5,  E.F. Lydall, Adsinistration Report of the Manipur State
for the year 1940-41, p. 18.

36. E.F. Lydall, Administration Report of the Hanipur State
for the year 1943.h4, p. 30.
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the Tiddim Road of the south of Manipur and also the Ukhrul
Headquarters was destroyed when the Japanese advanced towards
the Naga Hills. Both the Japanese and the British fought
bitterly near the borders of Mao-Naga Hills (Manipur) and
South'at ‘khugama {(now in Nagaland).

The Missionaries, Mr. & Mrs. Rostard left Manipur
before the severe bombing in the year 1942 at Imphal, Thus,
left the Missionary activities in Manipur both in the Hills,
and iu the Valley, tili the achieveuwent of India's Indepene
dence in Aug&st 1947, and later on the merger of Manipur into
the Union Republic of India in 1949, which ultimately bhecame

a new educatiomnal policy 1in Hanipur.)



_CHAPTER - IV

IMPACT OF EDUCATION ON SOCIETY

"Rducation introduced by British was basically secular
and liberal. It was accessible to anyone who could pay irres-
pective of caste or community. It popularised the idea of
freedom of assoclations, equality before léw, equal rights of
all citizens.ot the state, equal troedom»togtolldﬁ any vocae
tion®.} One of the effects of British rule over India was the
Westeruization of the Indian Society. Western culture was
fundamentally different from the Indian Culture where the
latter was familistic, comuwunal and religious. "Western tra-
dition was introduced into this Indian aociecy‘throuéh bnread—
cratic structures, administrative, legal, military, educationa
and cultural trends. All these were entirely new to the
Indian set-up. Indian society based on the caste system pre-
served a system of social inequality. The Western rationalisam
und law introduced equality, equity and universality in the
aoctaty."g Scientific knowledge of the West was introduced in
India., The ideas of rationmalism, democracy and other political
concepts of the West have become part of the Indian political
1ife. It was also in the education of women and in the efforts
for the emancipation of women that westernisation seems to have
played a prominent role, Western civilization have greatly

influenced in the various fields of education, social ideas,

1. J.L. Kachroo, Sociology, p. 166.

2. Mehta, David and Hithkni, Eleaents of Social and Ecdono-
mic life in India, p. 131;
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art and oculture, economic life, defonse, industry, communi-
cation, technology, hedlth services, food Rabits and general
living etc'.

The demand for national education however, did not
mean a rejection of foreign education as such but‘it meant
the promotion of national caulture. "The first and the fore-
most 1egacy.of the British is Inala}s.unity - slowly and
steadlily the British extended the saue sistem of administra-
tion to the entire British India®,3 Tne English education
provided a common means for expression of ideas for all throu-
ghout the country. It also created an ever expanding class
of citizens brought up 1n_the liberal British traditions. To-
day, the educational system in India is a legacy of the Bri.
tish Universities, which were set up ia India in 1857 after
éhe model of the University of London to provide examining and
degree granting agencies. So, education is not only concerned
with transmitting the exisfing calture but also 'importing
new values', iuprcveé 1deaa,§nd skills required for modernisa-
tion and development. "The Education Comuai ssion (1964-66)
appears to put more stress on the latter, whem it says educa-

“tion must be an instrument of social change”.&

3. Sri Ram Sharma, The Legasy of the British Rule in
India,. Journal of Indian History, vol. XXXIVé@Part-I.
p. 231, April, 1956, No, 100. .

A, Govt. of India, 1972, Education and National Develop-
ment, Report of the Education Commission, 1964.66,
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(Manipur was not annexed to British India, but continued
the colonial system of indirect rule under which the British
governed the people of Manipur through the Native authori-
ties., The State Darbar (the Mabaraja and his vassal Tribal
chiefs) largely suited the convenience of British 1&peria11tm;>
The combined feudalistic-colonial rule was intent on using
them as their agents for maintaining and perpetuating their
control and administration over the people. Thus, the people
had a tendency to look towards them as a symbol of authority
and oppression and iﬁ the process felt the impaei of colonial
dominmation rather indirectliy. Theoretically, the state was
given certain amount of autonomy and the Govi. of India
rarely tried.to force the ruling princes to change their.
political systems to any signlticant degree.

“Lacking sufficient financial resources and denied
British backing, the State remained economically far behind
the nei g hbouring states. Since their rule in Manipur was
stratdgic fnterest and went to the extent of redrawing the
political-territorial boundaries cutting across racial affi-

nities solely to fulfil their temporary security needa;)

(ghe impact of Western education in Manipnr'ia indoed
a tremendous change., The British came with the poliey of
Divide and Rule along with the Biblical diplomacy of HR11
and Heaven. Tholr policy was the spread of Christian Reli-
.%ion and political activities for territorial conquest.

Among the Western Christian Missionaries in Hanipur, some
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notab1; éersbhé—were, Rev., Williau Pettigrew, Crozier,
Roberts and some important British officers were, Nuthal,
James Johnstone, Maxwell, Grimwood, Shakespeare, Goredon,

Gimson, Harvey ete.?

The British used all kinds of tactics in their West-

ern civilised style and at lest they conqumwred the Hill and
Plain peoples of Manipur and the no doubt, the impact is so

tremendous in the Manipuri soclety that it is not easy to
do away with without a magic wand. The main fimpact on the
Manipuri society may be discussed iuto two parts, samely,

iampact in the Hill and the Valley areas.

Let us focus our attention tirstiy{én the Valley areas.
Christianity could mot penetrate in the Valley because
Vaishnavite Hinduism has already paved a deep impact earlier:
before the British'conqneot. Even the First Christian convert
Poronsingh went to the Hills of Ukhrul and remained there.
Before the British conquest of Manipur, some leaders could
neither read nor write. Aund thus, British came, educated
them and civiliged them. Thay have opened schools and taught
then the way as to how the western civilization was marching

ahead. )

They taught them the arts of politics, aduinistration,
education, law and justice, military science, the norm of
democratic and monarchical values etc. It is algo a verxy

significant period since 1890 omwards that the Manipuri

socliety has transformed tremendously into the Western pattern
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7
of ngggggggic society, leaving aside the primitive and ortho-

dox and wonarchical system of lite) The fmpact hag been a
dynamlc change with the colenial systems applied in diffe-
rent foros, at different times. The change of policy in the
Vallcy of Manipur is a neo-Hindan approach because, the majo-
rity of the people in the valley along with the Maharaja were
Hindus and that the British did not interfere much in their
relizious affairs. The Political Agents/Officials of the
British Govt, did respect and regard even the Hindu Manipur.
soclety as a political standard, But the impact was rather
deeply prevalent after the second World ¥War, because ef the
tremendous emergence and development of sclence and iﬁehnology,
as they have experienced especially in Military technology
during the war time. The printing-prass, newspapers, féle»
graph and telephones, war planes, ténks. automobiles of diffe~
rent models, etc. with new scientific means and discoveries
éngratted or given a lasting impact in the Manipuri society.
"Was Brings Civilization'is uorih quoting dn a negative way.
After the War, many left over of war materials/equipments
contributed to the Manipuri socliety something like a new
giant-industrial complex of West-London.

Apart-trom Manipuri language (in Bengall soc¥épt), the
growth and development of Sanskrit, Hindi, Arebic, Tribal
dialects, etc, ﬁainly English language bas given a permanent
impact in all zields'or human activity as a result of -,

the grovwth and development of Education in Hanipur,
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Blain Areas:

Bducation plays a vital role in effecting chaunges
in human society. Things which camot be forseen, which
cannot be forced by royal will or which cannot be suppressed
by bayonet are effected by education. Inspite of many defects
in English education, it helped a lot to think in terns of
Democracy and individual liberty. Iliberal ideas of the West
have 1nxe6ted with a new social consciousness. Superstitdous

beliefs gradually disappeared as the people caue in close

contact wiih the Western scientific education.

After the acceptance of Valshnavisn, Manipur came into
intimate comtact with the medieval Bengali Calture, But since
thé introduction of Engligh Bducation, new ideaa‘hogan to
pour from a different source, As a result of Western Educaw
tion, . ==-, in Manipur, theocratic monarchy became out of
date.? e first college in Manipur was established in 1946.
known as D.M., College, in Iuphal which opened the window of
higher education im Manipur, Hanipur is now passing through
for Democracy. Success of Democracy depeunds on the creation
of healthy public opinion and constructive leadership. These
two essential eleuments of Dewpcracy coullbe obtailned fhrough
gbod educational means and iustitutions in Primary, Secondary
and Higher stages of education and that significant progress

couidbe made in all the fields of human services and welfare
activities.

5. S I ROY, History of H&nlpur. P 114,
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By 1951, there were in all 554 Priuary Schools, 85
Middle Schools, 12 High Schools and only one College.

(fToday, not only primary schools, middle schools and
bigh schools, but ‘there are 25 hospitals, 68 dispensaries,
15 public health centres and 32 sub-health céntros.6'>Alao
very recently a new Manipur-University has been established
(in April, i981), And: also, a Regional Medical College, ince
luding a Lamw College and Protessioéal Schools etc. have been
established, |

Thusg, ﬁith the advent of Western Education and civili-.
zation, which naturally deeply indebted and awakened in the
‘minds of the people. Various kinds of soclial changes have
already been taken place espeoclally in educational activities
which are on way to sremendous progress ani development (see
Constitution of India's Provision etc.) Higher education,
various collegeos, professional and technical education centres,
were started. Teachers' training Institate, physical educae-
tion and Natioml Cadet Corps, audiovisual education, social
education, like Adult Literaty Centres, youth clubs, fammers'
union, ete. and Music and dancing cducation and the State

ﬁ Library have been get-up in the State,

"The Adimjati Institute for vocational education has
been doing good work in the field of education. With the
establishment of the Industriol Training Institute, the
requirecuent of technical education in the territory should
be met. But for advanced techniéal training, the administration

6. v.I.K. Sarin, India's North East in Flames, p. 120.
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would have to arrange with technical institutions in the
rest of the country for the training of suitable local cane
daidates.’

These are certain main impacts of the growth and

development of education in Manipur valley areas in particular,.
AdL Areas:
” The inmpact of the growth and development of education

in the Hill-Tribal areas of Manipur has a peculiar coudition
than that of ihe Valley-areas. This main reason way be that
the 1ife on the Bill-Tribals vere uninfluenced under any cire
cumstances except the invasion and admianlstration of British
and Christian Missionaries who came to direct contact with
their customs, traditions, beliefs and primitive, yet sgiens'
tific in their own Tribal style. Iz the Hill areas there
was no outside religion including Hinduisa and Islam etc.,
except Tribal Traditional ways of iife. Therefore, in the
beginning there lics the exanple, "East is East and West is
West and the twailn ghall never meet®, but i1t was not so when
the British penetrated with their Neo-Hill-Tribal policy of
'Divide and Rule' and theredy ausplying the method of "East
aund West are the alternate beats of the same neart?, along-
with the Bible in one hand and the Sword on the other. So

with their superiority in modern sclentific means of warfare
and stratogy, at last the Hill-Tribals were subdued and cone

quered,

7. 4. Bhattacharya, Gazetteer of India, p. 379.
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The present system of education among the Tribals of
India dated back to the eariy 19th century. The credit goes
to the Indian Bducation Commission of 1882, which examined
the problems of education of the Tribal people and made
important recommendations for development of education among
them. .

Howver, before Independence, no significant effort
was made by the government to ideuntify or to solve the
problems of edaucation of the Tribal people, Since Indepen

~dence councerted effort has been made for the developuent of
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes on the basis of the
Constitutional provision, Tribal Welfare progrsmmes have
been taken up and priority has been given to educational
programmes as a pre-requisite item to an overall development

of the Tribal socliety.

/@nristlan Migsionaries actively played the role ot
educational development as well as civiliging the Hili-~Tribals
of Hanipur aud the North East India as a wholq. The North

"»Bast India aboriginals consiet of numerous tribes which are
found mostly in Assam, Naga Hills, HMizoram, Arunachal (NEF)}),
Tripqra. Meghalaya,v51kk1m and Manipur etc, "They belong
to Hongolian raee".s ~and most writers admit that they belong
to the Tibeto-Burman PFamily,

8. Dr. g;tsyayan, Indian Soclety and Social Iustitution,
p. 139.
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(Tha tnmediate impact of British power on the Hills
of Manipur was te;fitorial. Civil and Crimimal Laws of the
Tri§91 societies were based on custous and traditions of
nuRerous agencies and the government had no intention to
change them in the beginning., Closely linked with the divi
sive policy of administration, which ran the Hill-territory
on different lines, was the social policy of the governument,
Every growing child was imbued with the idea that success in
life comes with e&uqation. Coupled with the trend was the
‘far reaching influence of Western Democracy and Christianity.)
The oid Tribal Chieftain's rule has osumbled and changes
followed up likevseason of floods. New types of local goveru-
ment and administration have supplanted the old orders, And
thus, new Demooratic system of education has changed the old

concepts and superstitions of Tribal-Chiefdoms.

(Another social change im the breakdown of Tribal cus-
toms and Religion, With the coming aund acceptance of Christi-
nity and contact with the ocutside world, the Tribal practices
have almost diaappeared7and even the few who cling to them do
so which 1s also quite a nt&tdﬁtory tashion, (Comversion to
Christianity required the abandonment of indigenous Tribal-

customs, beliefs and practices of the Hill peopie,)renﬂering
them to the conviction that the values they treasured in

,their cultures for centuries had no universal validity, The
loyaity of the converts were regarded as sinaers, (ﬁew religion

has so inter-twined with life that at every step and stage,
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elimination of old festivals, sacrifices and taboos etc.

are almost meant changing of the whole mmmer of Hillmen's
life. With the drinking habits of rice-~beer, alcohols being
frowned-upon, one of the very essence of the Tribal festivals
had gone out. Trade and commerce, dancing and singing are
next casualities and therefore, the mnew taboos. Life was
suddenly no longer simple and pagan. Dislocation of social
and -~ - cultural life of the Tribal society was indeed
caused by Christiahity so far as the soclal status of the
village Chief was concerned. Traditionally his position was
connected with the indigenous customary rites, usages and
prtc?ices. The teuporal powers in a traditional society were
linked with this position, The conversion of the Tribal-
Chief wWould automatically lead to the loss of this rituali-
stic privilege, where the Chie:s were eundowed with real tempo-
ral absolute power. Thus, a great resistance to Christianity
couald naturally be expected of course with paradoxical and
historical cirpumstances if and when a Tribal Chief would

embrace Christianity.

Before the coming of Christianity, education among
‘ IRy 2

the Tribal people was both primitive and infommal. There was-
no schoolinora hawving written scriptsof their own, Education
activities revolved around the family, the village and the
Tribal Society. Knowledge was imparted through actual contact
and practical demonstration and partiéipation in domestic

affairs, social and religious life of the people.
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Modern éducation was mainly initiated by the Christian
Hissionaries. Thus, the Christian wmessage and school were
scmething new in their approsch and appeal. It brought
about certain positive changes and progress among the Hiil
people. A new horigzon hitherto unknown was opened to them,
It broadened their outloock and philosophy of life. The power
of the thlé Gospel captivated their hearts and imaginations
and a thirst for knowledge and formal education at once
supplanted their search for blood and vengeanée in their

old habitg,

‘In the Hills, since Independence, due to the impact
of foreign Missionaries, a new culture gradually evolved
although Mongoloid~stock, christian by faith and developing
a composgite tribal-cum-Western caulture, However, the plain
{(valley) areas due to the impct of Hinduisn bexbre the Bri-
tish advent and uptil now is their Hindd culture®,?

Thus, the impact of the growth and development of
Education in Manipur has enlightened for a new Dewmoeratic

and progressive society:// '

9. Kanti, Sen, Hill versus Plain Mainstream (Journal),
vol, 6. March 16, 1968, No. 29,




CHAPTER - V

CONCLUSION

Manipur, the petty Princely State, was troubled with
coustant raids and expeditions before 1880, by the Burmese,
the Nagas, the Sooties or Kamhows, the Chassad Tribes and
the Lushai Trides. During the period between 1880-1890, the
adninistration of the State was not functioning emoothly as
the Maharaja Chandrakirtie died and his sons/Princes divi-
ded awong themselvzs into two-rival camps for the throne,
vhich led to the P?lace Revolution of 1890-91, Moreover, in
1886, the Political Ageng,aamss Johngtone retired from offiee
and new geveral officers couid not handle tie prevailing
political situation like him, Not only that, but also the
British authority were niso divided in opinion as regard to
the restoration of new Maharaja to be the heir apparent to
the throne., The British Govit. of India supported the Ex~
Maharaja, Surachandra's Camp. But the Chief Coummissioner of
Assam and the Political Agent were supporters of Kulachandra
and Tikendrajit. Meanwhile, some British Qfficials were
killed during the troubled and confused situation. So, then
the British Govt, of India sent British Forces in three colu-
mns against Hanipur and subdued it in 1894, Finally the

favour went to Kulachandra &fter annexation with three cundi-
| tions laid down by the British, namely (1) to administer the
country(l&anipué) according to the choice of the Political
Agont; (2) to deport Tikendrajit from Manipur, arnd {(3) to
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allow the Political Agent to keep 3,000 soldiers in the

Residence of the Political Agent. Since then the British
assumed the role of 'Raj makers' and the fate of Manipur

fell upon them, And thus after a long dem te, in British
Parliament, Manipur was annexed, but with the mercy of the
Queen EBupress of India, Manipur was restored to the status
of "Hative Rule" with a minor Raja (néﬁ HMaharaja) Churachand
suggested by Maxwell under certain strict conditions reali-
sing the Manipur's loyalty to Britain,

The Administration during the Regency (1891-1907)

was carried ou by the British Officers under the Superinten-
dentship of Major Maxwell, as Polittical Agent, Buring‘this
period, mumerous reforms were carried out, especially the
administration of the Hill-Tribes. During the period the
First Women's Resistance Movement (Nupi Lal) took place inm
1904, 1In 1907, the charge of the State was handed over to
the new Raja, Churachand avd he was to rule the State within
the strict given set-otf Rules by the British Government,

And thus various portfolios were empowered accordingly in
the areas of Plains and Hills. During the First World War,
the Nagas volunteered for Labour Corps in France and Kukis

revolted against it, but it was later on suppressed by the
British. |

In 1919, the Hill areas were divided into &4 divisions
with Headquarters at Imphal, aﬁd 3 at Ukhrul, Tamenglong and

Churachandpur respectivelye This division was wainly for
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the convenience of Hill administration apart from Imphal
which lies i1 the valley and the valley aduministration was
carried oun only at Imphal,

Another rebellion, namely the Kabui Rebellion took
place in the 1930s with a new cult led by Jadonang againut
the British RBule and for revenge against the Kukis, but his
movenent was suppressed and he‘was hanged by the British,
Afterwards, Rani Gaidiliu, & disciple of Jadomang took charge
of freeing the Kabui Nagas from the British rule but she was
arrested and imprisoned for life but she was released after

India‘'s Independence,

In the 1930s, Irabot, a progressive Meitei of Manipur,
Joined the National Movement for Freedom and following the
policies of the Indian National Congress with certain modifi-
cations for Manipur to suit the local conditions. The All
Hindu Manipuri Conference which was renamed in 1938 as
Manipuri Hahasabha, joined the Manipur Congress after India's
Independence in 1947.

With the sudden outbreak of the Second World War in
1939, the federated administration in Manipur for the Hills
and Plains could not implement, Also the Second Women's

Resistance Moveument took place duc to severe famine in the
State and the Political Agent pacified them by using certain

| drastic measures, .During this period the Congress Manistries

had resigned all over XIudia and the decadlock which had led
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to the Quit-India Movement of 1942 had already begun.

During the Second World War, Manipur was one of the serious/
fisrce battle grounde between the Japanese and the British
troops. ¥With all these historical and political consequences,
Manipur joined ia Indian Union on 15th October 1949, after

the Merger Agrecuwent was signed,

dudicial System: FG} the proper aduinistration and the
British colonial attitude of the systeim of indirect rule
generalily emphasised the Jidiéial aspect of Native aathority
and the British therefore, Te-established the Native Courts
of Hanipur, vamely, the Chirap Court (Civil), Town Panchayat
Court, Huhamedaﬁ Court and Rural Panchayat Court. The State
Derbar being the Supreme Court of appeal in Manipur, Mili-
tary Court (Guard) was meant only for the Army persounel,
The valiey, Imphal, was divided into eleven circles for the
purpose of administration and each of them had a Panchayat
Court. However, the British and the Buropean Foreig?ers wvere
sodely under the very Jjurisdiction of the Political Agent's
ceurt, The Court of Appeal for the Hillmen was concerned by
the Vice~President of the Darbar., After 1917, ﬁha President
of the State Darbar was assumed by a British Officer,

Revenue System: Manipur ﬁractiseﬁ feudal system enjoyed by
the King. The revenue was paid in kind and labowr (Lallup).
Forced lLabour (Lallgp) and slavery systems were later on saho~
lished by Hajor Maxwell. The main sources of revenue were,

land, Hill House tax, fisheries, Foreigners' Tax, Ferry,
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salt tax, forest, Sce-seeds, law and justice, jail, excise,
Kabou valley compénsation, income tax and other Miscell aneous
taxes etc. Manipur paid annual tribute to British a sum of
is. 50,000/~ but it was reduced to &, 5,000:- in 1921 per year
which continued till 1947. The reason for reduction of tri-
bute vas that Manipur raised War Fund and war loan and serde
ing Labour Force to France in the First World War., No Bill

on the Treasury could be enhanced without the signature of,
the Vice-President of the State Darbar (who was a British
Otficial).

Industrially, Manipur was very backward even before

- 4880 or so. There were very uiwr and sumall scale cottage
industries like Salt, both in the Hills aml Plains of Manipur.
Ia fact, the British adninistration period (1891-1947) of
indirect rule in Hanipur was characterised by administrative
divigions invthe Plains, isolation of the Hill peoples and
crippling of big Industry-enterpreneurship. But commercially,
the S8tate was not much exploited. However, small scale indu-
stries such as Silk, developed but proved to be a failure
later on, Tea industry could not develop although it was
raised by Johnsgtone., Though Silk Industry venture proved a

failure yet the Manipur Forest resources paid a dividend in
collaboration with the Bombay Trading Corporation of Rangoon,
The State monopoly of Forests prohibiting the Hill people

from clearing them for cultivation created constant clashes
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of economic interests between the Hill people and the
British, Weaving Industry prospered rapidly with the

result handloom products were even exported outside India,

The role ¢of the Military was very essential for the
Imperial/Colonial Britain which was no exception to Manipur,
Aud her Cavalyy displayed excellent Military role in Bure
mese wars and other neighbouring countries for defense and
offense of British colonial interests. There were also
Police departments (till 1945) ammely, Hilitary Police, Naga
Police, Civil Police, Village Police, for the proper admini-
stration of the State, having their respective jurisdiction,
A strong and effective Military Force was a prime requisite
for mainta}nimg the Imperial power and its expangionist
policy as Manipur is placed in a supreme strategic import.
aunce in the North Bast of India. It was because of the
British advent in the State that the Military organisation
was founded on Western model which greatly helped In funning
#dhe affairs of the State effectively. The British policy of
Divide and Rule, followed by the Migsiomaries and the Poli-
tical Agents of the State enhanced the efficient administra-
tion both in the Hills and the Plainsg of Manipwr particularly
the Hill peoples could open their eyes to the outside world
inspite of their control by sheer force of arms and conver-
sion to Christianity., Hill aduinistration was carried out
separately with the consent of the Political Agent oxiﬂanipur.
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Emergence of Education in the State:

- As mentioned earlier in the foregoiung chapters, the
emergence and developument of Education in Hanipur, there is
no exception with the rest of British India, fu its histori-
cal perspectives in which the roles of the Christian Missio~
naries, British Government and progressive Indians, should
never be forgotten iunspite of the fact that initially the
East Indié Coupany came to India for Trade and Commerece

alone,

Modern system of education developed lately in Manipur,
The grandeur of Manipur before the British advent of Modern
Edgcatlon system lay in the Manipurl Cavalry and heroism of
the past.

The Hill Tribal Bducation was ailmed directly at prepa-
ration for life at the very early age, by iuparting practical
participation and the child's involvement in sctual learning

process, within the four seasons of the year,

’(In 1872, Vernacular school was established - but the
State Darbar was not interested in Education inspite of cere
tain defects, James Johnstone established a Middle English
School at Imphal {which even stands today) which marked the

'boginning of general education in Manipur. Sime then,
Christian Missionaries towk active interest especiully the
Hill-Tribal education, The adoption of Bengall script in
Manipuri language took a striking turu in the State education
both in the Hills and the Plaing of Hanipur., Thus education
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grew rapidly after the British conguest 1n‘1891;> Schools
like Pathsalas, Madrassas, Sanskrit Tols, Girls* Schools
and even numerous private schools were opened up both in
the Hills and the Plains of Manipur. VWomen's Education was
not encouraged with the rumour that they will be shipped
off to Bngland if they were educated, However, primary and
middle schools increased consideradbly since 1906 till 1947,
inspite of the fact that tremendous destruction took place
during the Second World War in Manipur where both the Japa~
nese and the Britigh troops fought fiercely.

Migsionary Holes
Qt the request of Captain Francis Jenkins, the then

Coumissioner of Assam, the American Baptist Conference for
Foreign Mission (ABCFM) sent two Christian Missionaries

(Rev. N. Brown and Rev., Cutter) to Horfh Bast India, The
main séiritnal motive was to civilize the Hill-Tribes through
the Bibleo-Gospel and thereby civilize them according to
Westeru model of education and christianity, Later on the
Political Agents like James Johnstone and Major Maxwell,
indirectly encouraged the Missionary roles in Manipur, with
the consent of the State Darbar of Manipur, In following up,
the Hill aduinistration policy, the Hill areas of Hénipur
were almost totally unaware of Western Iuperialism/colow
nialism, and practising animism only and as such Christian
Missionaries could casily penetrate in the remote areas and

started proselytigsation process especially in the Hill areas
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of Mahipur. ¥hereas, in the Plain areas, the .- Vaishe
navite Hindus were left undisturbed as objected by the
Keitei-Hindus iallawed by the consent of the Political
Agents in the State. Thus, Christianity spread over quickly

in the Hill areas inspite of stiff resistance in certain
areas by tradition bound animisn.) But because of the dynamic

Missionary zeal of Rev, Pettigrew alomg with the Bible-Gospel
.0f Christianity in one hand and the pal#ey of Div;de and Rule

the work of the Missionaries penetrated and sown the seed of
the Gospel in the hearts and minds of the Tribai peoples.a!
Manipur. Thus, &he Missionary work firstly starte& in Ukhrul,
Mao énd Kangpokpi in the Naga Hills areas and also at Churaw-
chandpur. Rev, Willian Pettigrew wag responsible among the
Kagas and Rev. Crozier was responsible for the Kukis, Howe
evei. Rev., Willia& Pettigrew acted even as Honerary Inspector
of Schools of Hanipur and visited all'the schools, whieh as

a Missionary he could not do so. As a Christian Missionary,
he actively cooperated in raising the Labour Corps for Frauce
during the Pirst World wWar. This proved the double role of-
the Hissionarias)under the cover of 'Divide and Rule'poliey.

Two Missions - American Bapiist Mission and the North
Bast India General Mission in Manipar « worked heart and soul
amoﬁg.tho Tribals having separate convenient jurisdiction as
defined by the Governor of Assam. Rev, Pettigrew and Rev,
Crozier vworked among the Nagas and the Kukis respectively.

They mastered the local dialects in order to understand better
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the Tribals initially, thereby imparted Missionary educa-
tion,wi thin the tune of Western~-cum-Tribal cultures and what
not. To the Hissionaries Education and the process of pro-
selytisation go hand in hand, which maturally brought abo&t

a uniting force for the Tribals which practised headhunting
amonz themselves. Education was imparted in local dialects,
English and Manipuri (Bengali script) which continues even
téday. Thus, Missionary activities continued both in edaca-
tion and Chrisgtianity iill World VWar 1II, but paralysed due to
war and now taken a different turn after India's Independence
in 1947, which works within the framework of the Constitution
of India, under Democracy, Secularism, Soclalism and Equality

to.ali.

(But after the Second World War (1939-45), and with
the victory of the Allied Forces in the War and after the
achievenent of India's Independence in 1947, alongwith the
Merger Agreement of Manipur 4in 1949 with the Union of India,
the progreéa of education in Manipur has taken root and has
been increasing with the provision of the Congtitution
inspite of certain drawbacks (turmoil in the North East)
which is nothing but a historical-phenomenon in the emerging
. world society;)v
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J.C. Higgins: Aduministration Report of the Manipur State for the Year 1909-1910 (Appendix XXV) and l

1915-1916 (Appendix XXV), p.36.
Particulars as to the Schools maintained by the Manipur Stute for the year 1989-10 and 1915-16.
“Number of Number of pupils on roll Dally Average Expenditura
Dakscription Schogls — op_}ist Mgfch . Attendence - _ . _
ot Past Present Past Year Present Year Past Present High Seco- Primary Retaarks
Schools year year [ year year School ndary
L) 1 - — -— e -2- _3- ----- h - - —— 5 — - - -6. —-—— —7~ - - E —— R d 2 - e “12 ————— Ii — emn — L ]
1909-1910 Boys Girls Boys Girls
A) VYalley Schools
Middle English
Schools 2 3 243 1 281 6 188.36 209.43 - 3,988 -
Lower Primary
B) Tangkhul Raga '
Schools
Middle English .
Schools ‘ 1 1 42 - 63 11 41.6 59.99) - - - The amount spent on
Lower Primary :l: giI; E;g;gls
Schools . 8 7 195 - 147 2 174.35 128.44 - - - as Be Iy
1915-1916
A) Valley Schools
Middle English '
Schools 2 2 301 - 303 - 262.75 252.46. - 5,475 -
Réddte Vernacular
Schools 1 1 19 - 22 - 16.67 16.79 - - -
Upper Primary )
Schools 1 1 94 - 92 - 81455 83.27) - - -
Lower Primary ' } 26,889
Schools 67 67 3069 47 3598 45 2604.22 2900.33 - -
B) Tangkhul Naga
Schools
Middle English
Schools 1 1 56 - 82 10 52.25 88.86 - - -
Lower Primary 4
Schools 6 - 109 7 - - 106,72 - - - -
C) In the Northern Hills :

Lower Priwmary L 4 81 - 70 - 50;69 68.46 - - -




I. C. Gimpon, I.C.S.:

II. C.G. Crawford :: "

L " L] n

Particulars as to the Schools maintained by the Manipur State for the year 1919-20 and 1925-26.

Administration Report of the Maunipur State for the year 1919-20 (Appendix XXV, p.35), lmphal, 1920
1928-26 (Appendix XXV), Imphal, 1926.

I

/

Number of Number of pupils on roll Daily Average Expenditure
Description of . Schools —on 318t March . Attendence (in Bs.)
Schools Past Present Past Year Present Year Past Present High Seco- Primary Remarks
year year year year School ndary
-t 1-*-’--‘~~‘~2 ----- “‘”- - - —-~-~~’~-z—“—8-_~2—_-12_ ﬂ--‘&l——¢----
I, 1919-20 Boys Girls Boys Girls
A) Yalley Schools Out of this, ks.5220/-
M.E. Schools 2 2 233 - 244 - 172.18 194.38 - 7+577 - was paid by the State
U.P, Schools 3 3 217 - 249 - 173.63 185.7% Including expenses of
L.P. Schools 71 72 4922 A1 5092 39 3574.58 376.26 30,792 Inspection.
B) Tangkbul Kaga _
Schools
H.E. Schools 1 1 76 12 100 13 88.66 100.78
C) In the Northern
Hills
ll‘ow&r Pu-ax'y . 2 2 78 63 - - &6.69 &2.76 The amount .p‘nt on
D) In the Southern all Hill Schools was
Hills | Bs. 5,595/-.
Lower Primary 1 1 16 - 16 - - -
Valley Schools The State contributed
High School 1 | . 260 - 266 - 241.22 246.5 13,889 - - s, 7,080 towards this
M.E. School 1 1 136 - 120 - 104,00  95.0 - 2,978 - expeuditure Ditto b. 720
M.V, School 1 1 - 25 - 29 19.57 20.05 - 436 -
U.P. Schools 3 3 374 - 352 - 211.05 260.44) 97,784 Including expenses od.
L.P. Schools 74 75 5457 19 5666 20 4067 .40 &371.83) ‘ ? Inspection,
Hill Schools -
Ukhrul HMission
School A | 1 79 18 65 16 88.06 76.47)
Kangpokpi g The awount apent on
Mission School 1 1 64 36 102 53 93.77 143.90 all gill ;chools was
23 553 2 7487 2 380.75 $579.65) &. 10,330f-.

d L.P. Schools 23




A.G. McCall: Administration Report of the Manipur State for the Year 1929-30 (Appendix-XXV), Imphal, 1930. IXX
Particulars as to the schools in the Manipur state for the year 1929-30,

Nuaber. of Namber of pupils on roll Daily Average . Expendi ture
. Schools ___on 3ist March _ Attendence (in Bs.)

Degc;ipiion o , Past Present Past year Present year Past Present High Seco~ Primary Remarks

ereee - _Year_ year _ ___ year year _ School mdary _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _____.__

Boys Girls Boys Girls
Valley Schools The state contributhd
High School 1 2 289 - 307 - 246.00 275.40 11,464 - - Bs. 7,080 towards this
M.E. School 1 1 123 - 121 - 87.00 94,00 - 2,639 - - -;:%igdéfuggb/-
M.V. School 1 1 - 24 - 35 20.00 30.08 - 480 - -
U.P. Schools 3 3 211 - 348 - 279.42 300-913 _ - 4,797 Including expense of
L.P. Schools 82 82 6491 31 6520 57 4732.58 4770.48 : ’ Inspection
Hill Schools
Ukhwul Schools i 1 65 10 81 9 66.60 70.35 - 984 - Contribution of the
Kangpokpi i.Schools 1 1 114 47 83 49 85.78 116.91 - 720 State Ditto.
Higsion U.P.Schools 2 4 75 16 137 35 85.78 160.00 - - - 1 -
. A expenses contriba-
A.B. Missgion L.P,
ted by the Native
Schools 31 35 375 146 409 166 548.79 500.00 - - - Christian Co.wanity.

State U.P. Schools
at Mao & Ukhrul 1 2 26 - 41 - 10.89 24 .98 - - -
State L.P. Schools by 50 1016 3 874 1 780.94%4  764.00 - - -
North East India 29 29 - - - - - - - - -

General Mission Schools
{(wainly in the South
sub-division of the
State)




T.A. Sharpe: Administration Report of the Manipur State for the year 1940-41 (Appendix-XLVIIX). _—

Vi
Statistical Return of Priuary Schools for the Year 1940-41. EB»*
"Number of puplls on the Classification of pupils on Classification of pupils on
Bolls oun the 30th June 1941 the bais of the language the basis of religion
Kinds of Ho.oft . they study No. of
Schools Sthdeids ; Boys Girds Average Average Hindi Arabic Mani- Hindu Maham- Mani- Teachers
g Y monthly daily English Sanskrit/ persian puri  fore- madans puri Kaga Others
atten- atten- Bengali & Urda igners Hindu

————————————————— d En-c-o— —d-al'-n—cna-—-——m——_u---ﬂ—--—-—-c—-——————..—uu-u—--—-_——.-——
A) Valley

Schools
Ucpn Schoola" 3 - - - - — - — L - - - - - -
L.P. Schools 83 4250 117 3861.08 3331.13 504 - 624 5204 - 532 3819 2 14 94
B) Sadar
Subdivision . .
U.P. & L.P.
C) Ukhrul
Subdivision
L.P. Schools 4 194 15 187.52 173.59 32 - - 209 - - - - - -
Vill., Schools 15 467 7 448.09 353.15 - - - 57% - - - - - -
D) Tamenglong
Subdivigion
U.P. School 1 27 - 29.16 25.99 27 - ~ | 27 - - - 13 14 -
L.P. Schools 2 188 28 227.64 118.49 42 - - 216 - - - 64 152 -
vill.Schools 17 344 8 338.91 239.69 - - - 352 - - - 139 213 -

Remarks: +# No report submitted (Records mission)
** No report submitted.



T.A. Sharpe: Administrution Report of the Manipur State for the Year 1940-%1 (Appendix XLVII)
Statistical Returne of High Schools and Hiddle Schools for the year 1940-4i1. - Vv

Number Number Rumber ’ ‘ Humber of Passi
Average No.taking Ro. o. taking 18t 2nd 3rd Remarks

Name of ' of of of
School Masters Graduates Pupils }Attendanco School Exam Passing Matric Exam Div. Div. Div.

1 2 3 A 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Johnstone
High School 16 10 - - - - - 6 11 8
Churachand
High School 15 5 - - - - - - - 12

Kambol Middle
English School 5  § 48 39 - 89 .4 - - - -

Faizia Middle
English Madrassa 5 - 91 84.5 82 75 ‘ - - - -




F.F., Pearson: Administration Report of the Manipur State for the Year 1944-45 (Appendix XLVII), Imphal, 1946, VI
Statistical Returns of Primary and Village School for the year 1944-45.

RNumber of pupils on the Classification of pupils on Classification of pupils on
Rolls on the 30th June '45 the basis of thsrlanguage the basis of religion " .
g:ggglzt ggﬂezis Boys Girls AzgﬁﬁﬁiyAngiﬁe -_*"-‘_%%ﬁﬁgftuzArabic Mani- gﬁ?g& 2g§::; gﬁ?i' Naga Others Te:égers
atten- atten- English Sanskrig/ Persian puri igners bl

. e e e o o— - Jd80ce  dance  Bengall & Urdu T L L e —
L T 23 A3 8 ___1___8____39%__10 _ 11 12 13 1k 15 16
A) Valley
U.P. Schools 3 463 5 309.99 256.76 468 - - 468 - - 466 2 - 10
L.P. Schools 69 6701 20 5255.05 4209.27 850 - - 6721 - 31 6683 7 - 132
Gi¥ls Schools & . = 265 225.80 197.43 38 - - 265 - - 265 - - 8
B) Sadar

U.P. Schools* - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
L.P. Schools 7 434 20 366.9& 409 .41 52 - - L54 - - - 475 - 13
Vill.Schools 4 236 23 193.83% 162.58 - - - 259 - - - 2359 - 4
/C) Ukhrul
U.P. Schools 1 117 12 129.80 118.70 50 - - 130 - - gp S50 8o 4
‘L.P. Schools 3 102 16 118.08 109.32 16 - - 117 - - - 30 87 6
Vill.Schools 13 39 3 352.76 313.19 - - - 353 - - - 200 153 14
D) Tamenglong
U.P. Schools#» 1 . 13 2 ¥2.54 9.40 15 - - 15 - - - - 15 2

.P. Schools 1 71 9 70.90 47.89 20 - - 80 - - - - 80 2

111,.Schools 14 257 2 220.18 161.46 - - - 259 - - - 80 257 1%

emarks: * Closed.
## Upper Primary and Lower Primary Schools are mixed ones.



F.F. Pearson: Administration Report of the Manipur State for the Year 1944-45 (Appendix XLVIII), Imphal, 1946.

Statistical Returns of High and Middle Schools for the year 1944-45. vix
Yumber of Passing
Kumber Number Ruuber
Name of Average No. taking No. No. taking
of of of ist 2nd 3rd Remarks
School Masters Graduates pupils Attendance Sochool Exam. Passing MNatrix Exam., 5.0 Piv. Div.
1 2 3 A 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Johnstone
High School 9 5 210 88.65 198 161 11 2 3 3
Churachand H.S. 12 & 267 66.6 248 241 6 - - 6
fowmbisana H.S. - - - - - - - = = = Closed since
Tamphasana _ _ _ the first bomb-
‘Girls H,.S. - - = - - - - ing of Imphal.
Faizia Middle
English Madrassa 2 - 45 80,0 i2 12 - - - -

' The schools were
Nambol M.E.S. - 96 76.0 73 63 - - - ~  reopened during
Kanchipur Poly- ' the i1st week of
technic School 8 - 382 73.3 161 = - - - - March 1945 after

Japanese incursion.

Ukhrul Middle ,
English School 11 - 308 209.3 - - - - - -

Tamenglong Middle
Buglish School 8 - 195 247 .83 - - - - - -
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