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Tho chun\'!ns 1n tho soelel end oconcn1c orgnni~Dtlon a 

ond tho G".a~ence of modern 1doaa during the courne ·of tho 

19th c.ontuzy brought e>bout a c;ritical attitude towards the 

tl"<ld1tiona1 inst1tut1ons, social rolations and boliof aystan • 

. nlmoot oll cornmun1tlos noro subjoctod to those influences, 

though at diff oront points of 'time end \71th diff oront dogroo 

of anphosio and 1nton$lty •. ~"•o o result, GGVai"al oove:Jonte 

of rofom. prcrtost ood. d1Gsont anergod 1n KorolDt tho mont 

imporlont of them being the S. N. il P. Yog~m of tho EZhova a, 

'tho N. s. s. of tho Noyars, tho Yogakahona StlbhD of tho 

Ncnbood1ris1 the. SOdhu Pllrlpolonu Sangcm of the Puluyu a and Jtt~ 

Christian l.1ahc.}ana &;Jbl"id of 'ho Chr1st:1«Jne. Tho s. IJ. D.P. 

Yogem t...mlch draw lnepuatt.on from ~oo Narayana Guru v-..os tho 

first ond ono of tho ctost pot.-erful of thoso movG:Jcnto. 

Though, tho s. N. o. P. Yogd:n hu a plcyecl an iopol:'tont 

rolo in tho noc!~l ~nd political lifo of Kerolo, dU~1ng tho 

1"' ot oighty ycaro, 1t ht.~s not received adoc.uoto ocachPic 

attontion. ~"POI't frcm a f ow gonarol t".1lrlto on Kerala cll1ch 

&ntQ&: l)lifl,. dioeuosea tho !.i.N..D.P. Yocc.~m, dot\Jiled t".'OI'lt on 

tho caovGDonts itself hcJs not beon under taltcn so fur. Thio 

thosi.o is D primo.ry effort to unalyno the rolo of ~oo 

rJarayona Guru und tho sociDl. oovOilcnt 1n1t1otad b'f him. 
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Tho oxiating literot~e on sroe .Nux-&yena Guru and 

the s. H. D.P. Vogan Cl'O GitheJ: biogropb1ea of the Guru or 

general stud1e& on soc;1a1 and pol1t1col movenonta in Trovan

col"G. The works of Nataraja Guru (Ib& r:prt;i of ;tb~.GI!Ji!!) 

· and V. T. sanauol (Grift k!H4SZ• Qnm ,BIJ.J.g1QQ ap{3 QQI Qiod) in 

English and those of P. Parameswaron <.lSiWiDA 9,y1u 

JiQvdllanasn&Qli.!E~vac,ba!\tn) and u.t~ sanoo (fil!r§Xpga Gu£!!) 

1n t1olsvulan aro prJmarlly biogra;>hlcal 1n nature. Though. 

they ex-o qUito .t~o.nnotlvo thw have not attQptGd to place 

the ldoas of tho Guru cnd·tho moVGnMt 1n1't1atod by hltn l.n 

thou propc b1Gtor1cal c:onto:tt. ono of the important 

etudles on the s, r~ o. P. Yogttn 1a Jb,Q :BEla&, Ql!ngt ans;t SQ.61gA 

.t~o,n§fOJ!Pu!1Qn l7/ M. ~"'• &o. lt is tl CClfllPl.JJ~Gtivo ntudy of 

tw.') ~ckaord cla ssor.tt tbe s. t-4. Q. P •. movanont 1n Korolo and 

the Yac!OVa moves an\ in North· lndiD. Roo bDo v1owed tha 

s. N. Q. P. move:Ient a a a accial mobility movtl71ent. Tharofore, 

hlo onolysis hi9hl1thts the !Plpcct of tho covsnont on the 

G'latua mobility of the l!zbavcu» Though the outhor ho s mild• 

use of hieto1'1Ce1 data. he h~s not aoen thG movcaent in the 

lighit of the general developmonts in Travaneore. Nevertheless 

i't is e ver:y useful work sln~o lt provides severol. intoroat1ng 

insights to understand the move:tont. Tho gonerCJl r:..>rltn liko 

T.K. navindran• n ~aan and. a2QDJ...JlqyolJ4,&sm • .,Ya&lt!uE :J!txagrc~ls 

a.ns~ p:n.n~j, K.l,.. I<.usuoant G l\bfientiOQ woveent etc., refer to 

sree Narayana Guru and tne s. N. D.P. movc:ment. these studies 
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are mainly concerned ~th. tho quo&t1on of caote disab111• 

tien end thoroforo, theia:- usdulnoss is Vert limited tor 
4 proper apprec1ot.1on of tho impol'tance of tho ideas of tho 

Guru or: of the movGnont. 

hpan fran the l.tmltation$ of tho s'udles in exuo1n-

1ng tho h1sto~1cal evolution of 'the Yogom and ita elgn1f1eance 

in the soclo-poli'tlcol contox\ of Trcvancoro in tho twentieth 

c:ant~. tho sourcoe used fo~ theJe s\ud1oa a~e ill$0 inadeqUato. 
. ;. . 

Tho p.tesent study bas t~1ed ·to avoid '\bene pltfalla ond has 
' 

uaGd most of tho ava1lablG sources fOI' the &tudy of '\his 

subj~t. 

In the absence of rnato~ials on the Vogc:.1 either in the 

office of the s. N. O.P. Yogam or 1n the general 11brwie~ 1n 

Kerala, I hDd to 9sthor ~fox.mationo free pel' sonel eolloctions . 

ot politiclll and social act1V1\ts. The search wa a, indeed. 

very f~1tful. 1 hf.lve ooinly based this atudy on newspapers, 

journuls. tho xozotd~ of 'ho travoncore Goverltilent end privuto 
' 

papers of praninent loodere. . . . 

Ucl.ng the ~ bovo mentioned pl:i.-:lD~ aourc eo. thi o studY 

~ttcn.pt s to ex~tn9 t.lle GOC1o-econ~1c: changes in Travencore 

cociety ctu.l:ing tno oecond holf of tho 19th comury the 

Ct"Jorgonce of the Szhova middlo clc:l oa. tho coc1o-rel1g!.ous 

ideoo of SToe f~aroyane Guru, tho foroat1on of the Yogcn, its 

elua& chcroctar ~.:nd fi-ght againet c.ocial relig1oue, political 

Dnd adnlnlstr:oUve deprivation of the EzhcvDs. An atttnpt 
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ba e alsO been Qilde to <»tQQlne tho Dtt.ltude of the s. N. o. P. 

Yogam to the 1deos of ~ee l~oyaoo Gu~. 

Th.'e fiz-ot cb$PtC discusses •he oociol staucture of 

trav.anc:ore society 1n tho second bolf of the 19th centua.Y. 

Tho second chapter dools with tho oJ:"lgin of the Eahavos, tho 

aaergence of BzheVll m1ddltl' .class. 'the idoae of sree NQJ."ayono 

GuJ!'U and th$ genesis of the s.N.n.P. Yogam. Tho thad 

cbaptOI" examines the ·fomation of the Yogan, lt.o class 

char&etel'. oxpena1on and lts et~ugglo against the depriva

'tion in tho field of oduc:ation and G:lployment. 1n the govC'n

mont service and thai~: aetiv!.tios fo11 indUstrial acSVanccr:lent. 

Chap'ter lV uttGnp'n to axom1ne <tho sor;io-roligioun refoxm 

octivitios of s-ee Nnll'oyano Guru on the background of oll 

India $oc1ol refom mOVflilent.o. Tho fifth chapter discusses 

'\ho act1v1Ues (Jnd the aeh1evenents of sroo Narayana Guru 

ond the s.i\1. D.P. Yogaa for onn1hilot1ng untouehwbility ilnd 

un~pproo«;hobUlty. Chcptc VI exe::lines th~ po11t1col protest 

of th·o Yog;.:m olong tJith tho OU"1st1ons .Jnd the t.:ualltlo .ond 

ito succeos in the sphere of GJi)loymont, po11t1ca .ond 

rel1g1on. The flnal chapter by way of conclusion not only 

su-.lW arises the important points in the Vc.lrJ.ou G chop tor a but 

al $0 drO\"'S certClin eonclueJ.ons rogording tho ~icJ!i, objectives 

ond charactw of the Vogan. 

In tho prepal"at1ons of thls thofJls I havo received 

holp and aaoistance fran sevoral poopla. r.1y thanks muot go 

lUst of all to w.y G.Uporvl GOt' lk. lt. N. Pan1kk\lr \ito guidod 

me through the veriouo stogos.in tho muking of thio r;-ortt. I 
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her doligont and noat typing of the thesi~ 
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Itn: .• s:nugv.ae Qf," :sam 

tho C!%'stwh1lo Princely state of Travancore \'iDa 

situated at tho south-nost eatJ:en1ty of tho Indian peninculc 

botwoon 8° 4 1 end ,10° 22' north latitudo and 76° .1.2• east 

longitude. 1 It extended frcm nor-th to south 174 milos ond 

from oDst to rJoat i5 m.1loe. 2 It. \Wil& bounded on the north by 

the ors"twhile Pr1ncoly $1'.ato of Cochin and tho di&'U'1c't of 

Co.t.mbatore; 1ts ooetern boun&n:y w~s eonst1tu-tad by tho 

d1st:rictG of ~Qnad and Tinnevolly and its western and . 
' 

~uthorn boundaries vJel:'e covered by tho ~abten aeo ond the 

tndi.on oceo~ recpectively4! 3 the spproxi.alJte aroa of the 
. . . 4' 

otato wDe 7,001 squ~o ml.loo end it occupied seventh place 

in aiza SI1Qng .tho Indian stotos. 5 

1. fCenGHf pf T~v~=~ VoL.I, 10911 p,1G2. 
coo a so •.. £1 :1 1!1 BmQ£1 ,or IELI!.Q!"C0£,0, 1905...o6, p,l. 

2, Los,elt. 
3, v. ;~egan 1·\lya, I!la peveoeo&:s Stn$e (:lgnyQl, Vol. It 

Trlvenclrum 1900, p. • 

4, Tho oroll of t'1o Gtvto is g1von differently by difforen't 
~uJ:CGtie T~.u Con sus of 1891 has recorded it oa 6• 730 
square miles. . · 
CGi~~ o( IDS!!~ JJ:§ancoio• Vol.I, 1C91, p.217. 
Uu e Constta 0 7 0I has fixed it ot 7,091 square milec. 
,ConQYg ~ t"d!f lfu~aos;,o~, Vol,.XXVl, Port 1, 1901, p,ll. 
\'ho est .J e o · outon'-' r-.a.td and Connor t"'l.lG G, 731 
squore m1loe. 
Cca-d and Connor t tl eoka IftJdbe EY~g{ of TraJanegs:e cgd 

.Q2ch1n ;a"taSg1 Tr1vandJ:un · , repr n t~d Iwa. 
The census or 1921 estimated an urea of 7624. cl4 equore 
mile a. 
SCogaye gf .I!lf:Uta IieYort&OX:9• Vol.lO~V, l .. art I, 1921, p.136. 

s • .t&av.tancgrm.JI'l!i Profft}t[~.l\..i:.cgl. f£2bJ.i! by tho All 
Trovoncoro o:l.rit I1o t o congress, T::ovaneoro 1934, p.l. 



The thieltly populatecl travaneore liJas a mul.tl

religious state. out of tho total population of 2,952,1S2 

in 1901, tba Hindus constituted 2.()3.C),61S (69.9 per cent), 

the Chrl.st1ans 697,367 (23.6 pezo eoot) t 'tho t:lusll.mo 

190,566 (G.5 per cent) $nd othero2. aa,a84~ 3 

.LWlt:A~ 
Proportion of Val'ious Religions in Every Ton Tbou·sDnd 

• . pf, ttut l?9PJUaSt.on dlfi1M .&Sl!-:,12$21 I , II 

' r, .... lm'u.r. . ' "' 
Rel~g1on b .".£iii l90I 19"15. 

HindUs 7364.2 73JJ. 7318 6990.8 

Chrictlano 2n29.2 207&.3 2060.1 2362 

t1ua1J.raa 605.9 611.6 621.0 645.5 
" 

An1m1ots - .. - 95.5 

·Others .. 0.4 0.5 1.4 

As evident from the above toble nunor.i.colly the 

HinclUo fOr.:Jod tho dcxainant ccnount:ty in Tr~vanco.-o. Tiley 

\::toro clividod 1ntto covoral hiorerehicolly ordained caotos 

bll sed on r1 tuol stotu o, purity and pollution. 

1. According to the ccansue of 1691 the popul<i\1on of 
Travaneore wos 2 1557,136 \ilith an average density of 300.5 
parsons to ono square miloo sgatnst 3l6. 7 1n previous 
Censuo and 343.4 in tho censuo of l.G~. 
SC&l&Jiri· of l:£i}i!ftO£e, Part J, 1®1, p.2l. 
uUtoth popuo'ton and density of population increasod 
ro a? ecti v oly to 29 • 52, .152 und 416 in 1901. 
~gneyg of_lodia, Ir.axgns.OX"g, Part I, 1901. p.Ba. 

2. Tho othero moc:lns An.ltliets. auddhisto, Jswo, J()ina etc. 

3 • .(fsmgus g! ,:{r.J.l.a, I£f!VOGJ'J\Oe lP..,Q&, p. aa. 
4. lb&c!& I P• a;. 



1 Iablfl:S 

lhi cesa Br..o_,Qt5:Ye . pf tho tlln<!H c.~un&D: I &n 1 A!J'l 

1 ida if 1 1 T J t 1 l 

I I ·p ' 1 j . 

m. or 1~ of Rtnau 
pOl' sons populetlon 

11 .. b 

&1alayo11 Brahmins 6 ,9BO o. 34 

NQn-tA«llayoli B~ahniins 24,428 · 1.36 

Asnb&lclVll Si G 

Na1,-s 

Eahavas 

Parayt:~·o 

Pulayos 

7,469 

483,~ 

414.217 

71,1S6 

202.616 

0.40 

Z.94 

22.13 

3.83 

·J.o.S2 

~ to \So 
total popu-
M1~9D 

'0.27 

J..OO 

0.29 

10.92 

16.20 

2.36 

7.92 

At the top of the eaote hierarchy t."Ja:re the Bratmina, 

who were d1vidod into t~ broad eetogor1os via. • t.1all:.yoll 

Oroh:uino and non-l';lolayoll £ral'lmlno. The Ualayl:lli Drebino 

oro gonorally kncn1n DS ND::lboodirio. 2 Though the i'!l.Dbood1r1o 

\101"0 Vory Snllll in nunbor moot of tho ta:lplOs ond eonoldOJ:'• 

cblo portion of the non-<tovornnental londs tJOtO under theit 

·control. 3 ·They enjoyed certain proforont1Dl troiltmont in 

l. Cf!Qgys gf If:OX.oflSO!S,!f?9..J., PP• 647-J. 

2. According to t~0 CenGUe of 1901 tho i:.al{iyal1 Oralnlns 
itself \~;oro divided into five mo1n groups cuc11 <.~G tho 
T anpurokl:ol, i1.dhyos etc. 
Coneua .. ei .Jncy.a I&Hvuncer.,o, Pan I, 1901, pp.296-7. 

3. Cy tho boginn1no of tho 19.rth contury the t..~vorrrJent of 
Trovaneoro hod eormur:ted W vor cent of tilo cultivoted 
lund under the ne::uo of Ppngar..su,rs..,q, loncJ end tho rost of 
20 por cent of tho land \100 1m01.m esfij,~nr:T:':au t.1nd 
thooo lands \"Jet'O 1n tho poososol.on o il 'OtrTend lords 
mDinly Brab:nina and Bz'Dhmin tcmplos. 
soo. T. c. Vercheee. A .a a ... hon . n · on 1 c ,o 
one . - nn T u c: n · · r a wo-1 · o • CD cu o 19 
p. 
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mattors of rovenuo paymont and eubjection to the pooer of 

the secul~ cuthoritj. Well vorGed in Sanskrit ~nd 

traditional knowlodgo but ch~ of ~b1b1ng tho olanents 

of chango oec:u;1ng ln the 19th contuzy • thoy rGnainGd 

eonoorvativo and edueationolly backwDrd community. 

The other soction S.ong tho Brahilins, f3onerally 

described ao foreign Bronnins. woro tmm1grDnte frem Tcn11 

Nadu, K.arnatCJka end UohDraShtrD. Mostly trsdoro,' money 

londare lltld priests, 1n1t.l~lly thEP/ "'Qro vory quick in 

taking odVentDge of tho lilodom educational fcx:111tios. 

out of 102 matriculot.os ln · Travancore in l.S72, aGVenty ono 

belonged to this cc:moun1ty end out. of fourteon Bm:heloro 

of Arte, ten \"lGre nosw.1alcyal1 Drahiline. 1 they had a good 

shore in tho administration frOQ tho iioo of t.1arthandD 

VormD and by .LSBl they sean to hDve cornered a majOr chunk 

of Govorrment jobs. 2 Compored to tho 1Janboodir1s, they 

were core rot>iliont ond rJ1llin;, to mDt•o use of the oppor• 

tunitiee t.h&t CG::lG in their 11cy. They \":01'0 rnoro pragnotic 

and freo frOI!l the f ol so · son se of social prestige. 3 

1. rlc>bin Jeffroy, ~o =~in[ of No~1§- ~~~nem_ ~~· 
QQd Jf3''WU''* f.Q :£a7ffi oi.:l;:a;'7-Jf.O.t}.l ~St"J Delhi,~ ; 
pp. . • o. 

2. According to tho Cansu o of 1.381, of tho u,e»J oDloa 
2,024 aero roturnGd undor c.:ovOl'n::aurt oel"vieo. 
J;enJUn oLT&aJLDQS0.£'1• !,~~..!, p.196. 

3. hccord1ng to the Census of .LclO.L, o nwbcr of non-WaluyG11 
Brahmins L-:orked oe danestic &Grvunte, cotlies, ta::ple 
servant o, bread mc!taro etc. l~nilo the £.Jo:nboodir1 w~en 
s;.ant tileir time in the flloany interior of their rosi<lcnc o 
about 6 per cent of tllo IGCt>lo populotion of non...:.,uluyol1 
Orainino are said to fol.lorJ ~o occupation eontritutlng 
to the family incOitlo. ln loi.Jl, 242 fc;milloo came under 
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Ranking r1tuolly belo\t'J the Orahn1ns but oeonOl'ilicolly 

as poworful as the fkmboodizis were Kshotr1yes end ssmont.oe. 

l\.'o Vaisya coste exis'tod in K.sDla. In tetms of ritual 

purity #\mba1DvaG1, a 91'01.9 of coetoo engaged in tenple 

oervice!h csmo beloVJ the it$hat~i.yao. Tho most praninont. of 

them &zoo Val'J:le~:, P1eha~od1, Nanbis san, Cbalttd.y Q.t:, Nomb1y or, 

Nsnb1d1 ate. Thoy ore gon~ally dosc.1.'1bed -'S .«J£til,a. ,JaSi i 

(into.xmodiete cs~os) boeauao of thoir· position botween the 

tt:JO vDrnas.1 but \aJithout belonging to Gitn.- of th~. 

The Nayar ·ccmes next in the east• Jd.erDZchy. The· 

torm Noyar in its td.<Soet sense eomprlaod a l.orge numbd of 

sub-Ca stoo ranging from washormon and bcrboro to landod 

magnotos. 2 the total nuabor of $Ub-casteo cnong tha Nayare 

woul~ be cound 130. 3 A sub$\£JII.ttial section among th® ttare 

engaged 1n mS.lita~ servico. 4 the J.mportible family 

propert1oa led to the formation of l<Jrgo lDndod ostotes 

1nstruc'tion, 153 under U"CldG, 42 \."iere bread makers, 60 
ho::tel keepel's, 50 v;ere put do\ltl undGr agJ:1cuJ.ture, 36 
wm.·e cooks, 24 •;~ere dcmeatic servc..;nts, 20 gere beggars, 
1 1n airkt'll' service, 2 native phye1c1ans and 2 v.1ore 
returned as gentlo tmon. 
,l,b&g. ' 

1. Tho J.'mbolovoo1a occupied en 1nteroodiate pooition bett*JGSn 
tho Urot-i...lino cr'd lk"ehwanicol l(silatriyoo on tho ono hand 
&nd tho UJdros on the otllor. 
i«m&o gf IOSIJ:fd l'£QYOOS,,~e .12,01, p.259. 

.. . 
2. R.eolly tho tJayars tUQV bo cloos1f1od oe tho bighar class 

ond 1~1or classes. ;;;oe 
or. L. it. aavl Val'me, •cvsto in t.:~olobar• published in 
Kors&a sqsi;etx PPRO.ili Vol. Il, Serio a 9, 1932, p.lOB. 

3. ~QD~ s of IJl!iio ~QJD0£0£.9• RG;>ort 1901, p. 325. 
t..aru 1<.t1: Peiit"ar oays tbot the Woyars were not a 
c: o et e but. o rcc o. see 
Ji1Jj!qg of JS,«£glg M!29-1§!24 Ap, AnnS3alsl Nagar 1959 ,p.lO. 

4. L.A. nov! Vc::-2a, .sm. s!Sa • ·P· .La9. 
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hold' by tho I sax ruSs or Joint P£m111oe. Liko Nsbooc:U.r1 s. 
a6 

Nnyaro Gl so dX orci sed great control ovor lend~~_ tho lorgest 

body of land holdors. Traditionally subjected to tho soeiel 

and 1daolog1es1 ckm1nanco of the N&:nbood1r1s. tho Moyllrs 

broko atJcy frcr.: thone conotteinte dl;JJ:ing tho course of tho 

J.9th can'tury. 1 They took the odVontag~ of the educat1onol 

opportun1t1as and by tho ond of tho 19th contury about 60 

pOJ" cent of the Gov erncnont jobs belonged to tht.m. 2 

'"bout 60 por cent of tho papulation bQlongod to tho 

untouchable castos con$1st!ng of tho Ezhevan. Pt.tlc:tyas. 

Porc;yao etc. Of the untouehCJblosthe Eshovas V'Jt\rO the most 

nu:norouG and ritually euperior. Their· princ1pDl occupation 

t1os cultivation aud tho manufacture of tho palta treo products 

!iko toddY • cot.r. f~bre and jaggery. t'\ejo:ri'ty of the:1 m>rltocl 

as ~od cutters. fal'more, ~griculturnl 1Dbourera3 end o few 

1. K. N. PanlkkDr says, 0 Tho Nair acceptonce of the tmbood1r1 
p~:tvilogos as a ooc1al 1deoe ~Jae the result of the lDttcr' G 
1doolog1cel hogan.,ny ond contl"ol of lend. • ~ 
'*Land, Control, Ideology an(.l Rofor.as " ctudy of Ci'langeo in 
F<101ly Otganizations ond C.\Drr1age tvst«.l in t;.erala•" Tho 

1 l t Vol.IV, No.l 1 July 1977• p.35. 
Aeeor ng to t . tilc'lt. n only tl"".rouoh t~.:cbood1r1 
aood ..-... -ould tt::.ngo 1>G rn. a Therofora, "the wtklen of tho 
roy~l ~nd noblo hou ceo hud no nood of C:ratno G"o:"i<I.l property. 
All thut t;lay \1untecl woe 'Na::lboodiri~eed. • l't rJas 
neeeaocxy to gat 'good k1n0~··• 
Elan Kulao P. t.J. I<unjan 1J1lla1, .;rlu.fl1gs 1n.J>mAe H&st2EV • 
~ottayinl 1 19 70. p. 315. 

2. Though the tJayaro who amounted for 20 per cent of the 
population held 60 per cent of the Government cervlee • 
.{;@WJ g of Tr,caxaneor.,g .J;B?J, p. 225. 

3. ~-~ecording to tho consuo of .1831, 36,310 males end 26,371 
fa.;oleo woro genoral lab®rGro, 27,499 r.wle and 1,237 
fGJuloa C9ricultur1&te, 27,331 mulos t:JO!rG toddy tapper.e· 
and 59 malos end 2,3"8 fen~los rJore distillers of arroel1, 
637 mclos ~rttecl ao toddy cont:r:~torn, 3S9 tl~leo ond 
2,073 fG"Jolos woro rC3;)o mak.oro ilnd 3,J.07 caleo 434fco~los 
roturnod undor trude. soe 
'o~QHQ ef IEa!!(JD£2£~ ... !Q.Ol, p.2l9. 
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I
,; ob tc...-e~~c;oo, H:l"/tz:"V~ plrJ rocA.coo, LenC:::t'~<l. ce;t~lcxto crr.J 

c.c~~i-~'c::c. 1 l~ !c:t'U'\ r.::v:l~Z ~ G1litW.:Jo ~o ii'J!)lG:'Ot'l co ,, v V""' . ... V 
' . . I 

i c::AG.•:o OA«mr; d~l £1!::-;cso tr; t.bo ola ttzlao cf it"c"c:i:;~o, 
' ' 

•· 

tuo cl cc~~~A~oo ucso Ct:NC!Ui!.t ~h.ey t"#co r;:JC?'JctcrJ {l:r.:;o 

u~n), CZJ~ aJ ~ho public cocdot ctilO<..>lo cru3 pttWa walG.l&.'CC• 

/I 'iM olcvo co~oo Otllcvoo. Dozwoo C!ll3lUl::lcvoo ~:.-s:o 
0~ ,:.o t:n~:.n ca' tbO CGCitO hict~i'rJ in ~~CO!Cl• 'ibO 

~ .~J:".. LA:r!~o t .. 'Z'O poll~~ Afl o r.H;:~~ ~ '-~ c'1 thooo 

coq oo Qi')Z'~b,c::J d~hSn co ~ G:> vcr:ac. u's>co ~tlo Gltu:v.:~o 

oc> d, .:::1~.;no L .. <)~ ~l!otoo ~a o t!cua co~o o'~z:'!ro 
I 

c.7 a v~zcc. 3 4~atc t.:."!o c:;.;..·!at~~:l c:2 eleva::-; f.n 

c-:.-.,a;N)l:. cA!G)o ~cso tcf~ar; to t:~a~Jo t:.:cl: let. 4 flo 

tno lc~ cc::c.ac cfl t\';.:O !9·tb c~~u:rv· c::::J t:~o C'it'ct d~.::Co .,..;; 

tno pEoczn~ c<m~lii• tno ~a:tuct'nt ~ i"~'il~ore_ fi.Cd 

f; l)t:~Vldcd va::r; Q~ ~:ct.a.Gnol fcoi.U~oc 0~ tt•~lo 
; ' . 

l. t~t'i.'VG..:~.. -~~ t•to L~~~r~o ... a tl;ic clL:o in ~110 
:'/ 
' I 

I 
I 
I 
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tho lilndU com:oun1ty bcsad on pollution end pur1ty, Tho 

rol1g10U$ sOlidrtl:'ity Gi10ft9 ~hO tl1ndus t1CJS oltnost absent 

end caoto oxeluoion noo vcrr etJ:Ong. 1 The pr1v11eges of 

tho eDs\e lUndUs \101:0 1n shQtp contr&st to tho degrodation 

of the untouchoblo-s. 

The Christions occupi-ed a ver:y sign1f1c~ place 

in tho coe1oty of Trovancoro· 40 tho most populous not,...Hindu 

community, oeoncznJ.cully wall· placed and educaUonally fs~: 
. . 

aavancod. Chl"isttsnitv 1u said '\o hllVO batn introc:lUcod . . . 

into l<erolo 1n tho middlo o~ the f.\rst century At o. by 

st. Thooao, ons_of tho C'iieciplos of Josue Ou:1st.2 Since 

1te introduction in Korala, tho Chrlsticn faith, though 

a11an 1n its origin ccmo to bo aecepte<S aa on 1nd1genouo 

fD1tb and 1t modo steady progress. It 1a .::n interesting 

f'oatut>o that Travanco1:o had a la~er Ou:1~1an populot1on 

then any other state 1n India. 3 Prom the ve:t:y beginning 

1. axn lteralo• seve IJc.n!takOJ:, "much mcro than olatr.~lera in 
tho c.ountxy ... a UindU is not o Hindu, but o IJaaboodk1, 
a Nair, or f.1n smova. Ho cannot oa~ly visuclisa the 
larger conc(t)t of Hindu ao such ur think ot toot lavol. • 
llla Hgd.H&,~· ,of ltcale, Daabcy, 1965, p.46. 

a.. L. ~ Hnontha tu:1shni) lycr. UD1~oero&omc ~ gn;io,g 
,Q\JI&fi.\1(!nn, tx'nckuli;l, J92fi • p. • · uea e so, 
j;('l~ ef IX:L\'KRIJS..or_g, Vol. I. 1891, pp. 3:J4...6. 

3. N'-iJ® t~yya aoy s. 0 l;Q !ndian ctoto or provinco, contain 
coro Chr:l.sticno ti)an ·l':cuvoncoro. t~o t-..~cro 1n tha r.wld 
hoa o stoto ruled by a non-Christian tlonarch sueh a 
lo!:ga ctu:ict1an pcpulatton on Trcvaneore. 0 

~. p.29. 
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of ito introduction 1n Travaneoro to tho time of colonel 

t.1UOJ'O tho atr:J.st1ans had Z'GC&1\tod ;,oeciel pl'iV11ogOG ond 

f ~.tv ours from tbo rulers of Tl:avanco%e,. Thio f.~:lendly 

t~tt1tudo of T~avanco•• rulers was influencGd by tt-,:o 

reaeons. First, th$ cturlsticms in oorly t:ltaes cetle to 

Kerelo as mOX'Ciumts,1 and, tho.taforo. tho rulers of t<oralo 

had thought of making usa of this on'ttll'prising bucinoso 

community to advl:u'tce tho trade of th~ st.ato. 2 secondly. 

1. Thomas cano or Knnn.S. Tbaao at firot v1s1tod Keralc as 
a rn.~h<mt afid later e.ema baelt as the r(;!J)roaentattvo 
of the Arehi.,~Ghop ot S\lenGia or Tigris. ~lo than 
governod the eo·ot.el:n chureh undor tho Patrierch of 
Antioetl. See. · 
.G.cmQ.Y.a o~ .n:wpcoy, Vol. I. J.S91, p.3;:a. 

2. To fill tho vaccum cro4ted by tho abseneo of th& Vaieyo 
c<tamunity in Ket'ala, its rulel"s mlgllt have thought of 
pro:no~ing thio enterpnsing business r;Qnmunity by e\Wrd
ing them honours cmd privilegoe. The co;.:tpor plato 

· ~ant by King Vir a . Ragbava Chou avon! cf lJDbodoy apuram 
of CrDnganore, &Hlting over hlm .tho tet.r.ltorv of l.1an1gJ"amam 
1. o. • tho b0$d of the: m~hant of tho plvc e. soo, 
C.t.1.,~gu:r. 9JY!~tl!X of...J&:arft!.£§1, t1adras !903 .• p. 7. 
DUring tbo coc · · lel:a Snpuo .l Ilo2 A. o. ) Chr1 stlan o 
wero pro:ainent bu otnons ccrnmunity in tho lsnd. The 
te.riaapolli. coppEr ploto executed in 649 A. U, by 1-~an 
Atilt.al Tiruvatlttol of Venad dUring tho ro1gn of Ibper6r 
sthenu rwvi ((J44.S55) confcaro several .lffiportont rights 
end privilogGa on tho Chr1ot1ans of QUilon. t.oo, 
Elsnkulcm P. i-4 Kunjan Pilla!, fo·S'J• • pp.224-6. 
The Thozhakkod Church in~ripton o Raja £1mho (10213.43) 
roforn to t\-::> Chriot1an m~ehanta, Chattan Vc;dulum ond 
Iruv1 ChClttan. rmo wore the cembe~o of the fJanigranum 
j~l~ being conferred certain privileges. 

' p.243. . 



tho rulers of Travancore believed that tbe GUppon to 

tbo Cht'ist.iuns t»uld please :tho Bl:itlsh outhorit.t.oo, 

particularly the Sr1ti~ res1dant.1' 

ln 1881 tho nuubOI' of ~1st1sns woro 49G,f.l42 ond 

lt 1ncx-ocsod to ltJ-72,934 br l92l. 2 this ~onoe grOt:Jth 

' of' Chl:iot1on pop"1ot1on in Travaneo:re t"Jao dUe to V&rlouo 

facto!'s llko tho I'Oligious tolerance of T.rDvancoJ:"o rulers, 

the interest of tho Bl!'1t1sb Rooldcnt to· eafeaua;rd the 

1 1eg1tlmato' 1nt0l:'eot of tne m1osiona.t1oa tmd Chl'.lst1ons. 

tho 1ncossant t':ork of Chlr1et1en m1sslonez.-1oo anong tho 
. . ; 

dOilreosed .c1C~ssos. tho dq;>lorablo eoe1o-econcm1e condit1ono 

of tho untoucht':.tloo and finally tbo oconco1e atatuo of 

Cht1ot1on.o os trDdero end morchllnte and 1n the late~' period 

ao oGtato Ol.mGrtl .end lond holders. Duo to the influanco of 

tho obovo CJcnt1onod fuctot:e, ~1st1an1ty steadily incrcDood 

in T.ravancore. ln 1815 ~Mle the Chr1 stiana fol"illed 20 per 

eont of. tho population, tn J93l it ineroosod to 31 por cont. 3 

1. At tho instaneo of Colonel t1uru:o, tho 81:1t1tih Resident 
of irovonco. tho tlahc.vojo of Tl:ovancoro nove financiol 
aosistDneo to tho cultural cct1vit.1es of the m1so1onor1oo. 
In addition t,o that, due to tho intervention of the 
RoGidont, trovoneoro rulers granted several conc&asione 
to tbo Cbristlano. zee. 
lbs ftj'?f'# o~ fERmti !iovantn!Aoi>SnW• Vol.I, 
camp · t 1e neg ona lieeor :n SJntY canmltt eo, 
Korala state, irivcndrun, l9iO,_p.OO. soo Dlso, 
Robin Jeff ray, em, s;!t. , PP• 37-69 • 
PrDnco1o Houtod; Genevieve L«Jere1n1er, •soc1o-Relig1ouo 
r~ova:tent in Koralm A r.\e~t1on to the C6p1tal1at Uodo of 
Production.• ses,t.oJ.. J~ieol:id• Vol,6, No.ll, June 1979, 
PP• 22•23. · 

2. Mf!:s ,of I£o'!QQS;Oi£~ 1D6.1 .and QiD£Yi Rf lnd19 I£DVll,!lgP£!h 

3. llaka..t J?o:rt z. 1931, p,3$3. 
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ln trcvtmeoro nocietv. ChrJ.Gt1Dns wero genorDlly 

divided into th:r'oe d1at1net groupo tiUCh eo Protostants, 

CQthol1c s ond syrien a. Tbsso thl!·oo d1v1dod thansolvoa 

into aovorel d~uam1nat1ons.l syrl.a.ns anci Ranan Cathol1e o 

occupied fJzct and s~ond place rospecttvoly. Tho 

divielono and GUb-d1v1s1ons cmong ~be Cbt1-ltlons, indeod 

t"IOQlumod their causo 1n tbo po11t1ce1 f1o~d. 2 Bu't the 

Ch:r1at1ans 1n Travanc:oro hod oo ack.norJledgGd and 

roe})oetable place in the caste M1ndu danJ.neted Trl)vancos-~ 

soct.otv. 3 

Tbo <mterpl;'iGo of tho Ou:1stions brought the h1lly 

tracts of Tl'avaneoro undor cultlv~t1on end the trade and 

co=;oerc a of tho countzy \"Joro lozgoly in the.U he ride. ThErf 

did 'their best in tho fiold of oc:tucat1on. Uost of the 

pr1vato aducat1onol 1nst.1tutiona bolongod to the cur1ot1cno. 

tho sn:1an Christiano of Trovancoro are ono of tho 

llaportant canraun1t1oo ~\ich hod the lOJ:gost holding of 

lend in Trovcncore. As rogt:U:do Engl1tib oducct1on, the 

Cilr1ot1anc, huving bosn OGGOC1atod with thQ Ongllab 

1. In 1901, 1~ cocto t:Joro l'OCOl:ded and tr1ero gX'OUpod 1nto 
13 sec:to such es AngUean, syrion ( Jcleob1tes) 
~lvct1on1st, Luth~an, Church f.lieoion, London L11oaion, 
~pt1st etc. 
!CSWGUQ 2f JnsJ.g I£HYtlQCO£S! J.9.q&, Port t, PP• 1141 124. 

2. ~.E'ClVOncore; Tho Preaent Pol1t1c.ol Problaa, Jma&lS• 1 p.l4. 

3. c.r-1. A9ur,. gp. c1$•, P• 7. 
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m1sd.onar1es, had obtllinod greater opportunltioc, Doing 

related to Anglican m1ssionoz1ee Md tho B%'J.t1sh 

tu:l'D1nlttt.rato&-e, tho ~ ... genco of now oconCXil:ic foreoo, . 
SEJI'&Dd of Bngli sh education .t!nd tho iclpcct of modGZ"n 

\'1aetorn ldean first 1nfl.usnced Ciu:1.st1ons. ~heroforo, 

tho Chl!istiilns in Kerala ~"hla the fuet eoaunity to 

produce a .forward looking od\Coted and pz-of1t sooking 

m1ddlo clflss. This middle closo tJi'th tbe help of Ch&"istian 

m1ns1onar!os oneS tho British cep1tal1ot-e modo eonoid.Qobla 

oconQd~ odvanco. In tho bog1nn1ng of tho 20th centuey • . 
thoy O'tmod most of tho bonks, &bW&9.1h J1.'1.iifl&t printing 

press end othet: lucrative business and toolt tho advantDgG 

of tho econanie do\\n fall of the Ioloyoro b'f purchasing 

thol.z- landad propen1os. 1 But Dll theoo material advont

ogos dld not holp then to get equal troa'tment 1n the field 

of politic e end adnln1sttot1on. This naturally made tbo 

Chr1ot1ene rosent and so thoy eoopGZ"Gted v.d:th tho non

Hindus in their social and polltieol ntrugglG against tho 

eoote Hindu hegaony. 

ln Trovancore society, tbe l.Jualitns t·.1cre o (itllull but 

indu &tx'iou a ca:l:ilun1ty sostly engaged 1n fz:oe labour and 
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potty businons • .-copting a forJ rich traders. rhlo used to 

control tho marltet of the lt.lpottont to,ms in Travtmcore. 

Just 11ke tho Pinduo and Chl-1et1ens tho tluelims bad also 

div1eions and eub-diviGlons-1 · The sunnies conot.1tuted 

~bOUt S9 per eont and the Sbt.ao about 10 pe cent of tho 

-totlll uuelim pc>pulo't1on t.n Travanco~:e. 2 .FrOCl tho aeoncolc 

point of viou 'though tho Muslim& weJ"e not as poo~3 os 
: ' ( . ' 

untouchables, soci41ly and educotionolly they w~o ver:y 

h&ckwm:d. tlajol."ity of them \"'Gre convens f&-om lor~ casto 

W.ndue., Uost of· then to"'stO agricul.tUJ:al labou~~s. fS.e,fior

mon, doUy t--:ogo ounex-s. petty tl'adozs and shop keapore. 

Though. tho edUcotod olito Sllong thGO r;Gl"e froo f~:an cDoto 

rigidity, th\11 wora also uoated on inferior to the caste 

Hindus. Tbc t;luellms \1el'G 1nedequately rop~esent.ed olthor 

in tho public aorvtc o or in tho leg1 slature. Tho c;oc1al. 

pol1~1cal and adUcotional awakening of TrovencoJ:e ~1ety 

did not aff oct so eerlouoly the lJuslim s Ull tho ttmo of 

Dbotontion movc:-Jont 1n Trovaneore in tho beg1M1ng of tha 

1930o. 

1. ~'\Cco:rdinu to thl!t cenauo of 1901 in Travancore Muollmo 
constituted 6.5 per cent of tba population that ls 
.190,00& and thcrf had returned 'tllQIHlelvos under 47 
subd1v1Giona such as sayy1dt Sheikh, Tranga1, t:ais, 
Jonoken, 1.1 at tan otc. · 
CenQY.Ii 2f. J.I!Aa IEtXP"S2!1 J!!Ql, Pert 11, PP• 170-14. 

2. ,GQMYQ gf I£G.Xf3"COfQ J.@Sl, p.J.37. 

3. ltQ.V..QO.S9!:i 2£ioi9t PgJJ,;~!sgl Cl;:2b&!ll.Q• a,cJ.s ... p.J.3. 



: 14 t 

Tho most important. featuro of Kerala society dur1ng 

tho 19th and tho beginning of tho 20th century \itCS 'the 

existence of -o deep ~:ootod caste f!J/ stea. Tho main ov1~ 

t1as c.asteisn \1hkh corroded tho Vel'y root of ooc1oty. Xn 

no othOJ:' p~ of India CDG'teisn wac m=o rigidly ol' moz-o 
' 

mot1CJulously obsorvod than in Kerala. Tho'\ ~1aa '-obi r:ben 

V1vekananda viol ted Ker4lll, at tho turn of tho la at. century 

ho doscribed t.1alabDris as •lunatic• end their hcmos Ds 

•lunatic Dssvlw.e. .,l Due to ov0%'1.-m.olming influonea of 

eoste1sn, $GVGrDl social dlsobllitles booet ~he lifo of 

tho lowOI" castoe. Tho moat dGg.J:ading of these diaab111t1oo 

t;pr.sng ~rom tho ovils of untouc.habil1ty • unopproochobility 

and u!'soel.)bility of the • oxtorior• castes r:hlch practiced 

rJith fanDticol. :rigou.r: unknO\".n in othor pans of Indio. 2 

Tho belief l"JI!ls thct even the proximity of eertoln costos 

\"JOUld cause pollution to higher CDstes. 3 ouo to thlo the 

oanbora of low castes t1ere not pm:mltted to approach the 

raanb~e of tho upper costoa beyond a proceribed dlstaneo 

\rld..eh oo G:lPliod to oaeh caste waa knotm os IW,Q'O,od. 

1. j<a:tplQ1HJ t;P&Isa eg SfJsg& V&vt\iQDiDM• Vol.III, pp.294-5. 

2. L1ahadev Oeeal •. Ihg Ibis. .af. IEQvsnJ:orsh ~-tllahctx;d 1937, 
p.4. ' 



./i 

• J5 • 

QbS!&!lQA4 ote. 1 Aceczoding to OD&-boOlJ• "tbon thor (tho 

blgh-c~Oto men) go any\1here tbsy shout- to tho P&flODnts 

that 'ttlGY may got out of the way \'lhoro they hovo to pass 
I ,I 

and tno poaGQnts do so; i.lnd if they did not do it, tho 
!] 

NoyDi/ k1ll than .-.1t.hout penalty. •2 Th!IJ\ilston has recorded 
I 

o cpso of a Noyat: ld.lling: a GbeJ'UU\AD in 1904 for caning 

w'in1n tho pol~utin~ dist~o of hlm. 
3 Tho distcnco of 

#ollution Wile observed evon e:nong ·tho lower caotou. 4 

ApD.ri. frQn tlia abtwe ment1onod tripplo ovil o 'of 

CCIGtoiS!Jt th~e \"lore. a large nunbar of othor 9Jiievancoe 

suff~od by th~ untoucbablGo. Tho un'touchabloa t·Jore. not 

suppo sod to dross neatly ond they t1Cl'O not allO\ved to 

covel: their broeetn. &\fen the NaytJr' t~en, though thoy 

could eover brl.Klst s mth a particular atylo of cloth r:cre 

J.. Tho 11ratt of diotanco of pollution for o llrahmin \"JUS 64 
foot frc:a c ;;Bt'itl• A I~ur caDy tJ~proach a tlcXlbood1r1 
Brahmin but not ouch h1m. A T1yen oust not eome t"1ith1n 
l2 pocea of a Noyllr; a .t1alcyun muct lteo:,> 3 or 4 pacea 
further off and a PulayDn must koep 96 pacoa from D 
Neyox- os v;oll as Bratmine. see 
J. tl. Hutton, kPS891n l'fj§a I:SA t~ju~s. Punc;ti,on onsJ 
prig&Q, Bcmbuy 19 , pp. -w. , 

2, Dur~JtO Borboc<l, &DQJ&;l,s;!i&on of Case of J?pnt Af£1&0 
end C:,pl§bp£, P• , 

3. E. T~ston, G9!fi! .ans T£Ai.l.Qfi gf Squ£h incU;a, r.1adras, 
!909, vo1.2. p. a. 

4. Tho Poncn Q;:;.y cppro(;ch but not touch o T1yo, but a 
Pulavan muot not even s,prooch a PDnan, Tho Pulcy'Jn, for 
1nstDnce, 1f polluted ty tho n~r L~ppruc;cb of a r~ayad1 or 
Ullactan wero enjO'Jed to ta!to oovon baths t~nd ~hod a frl'w 
dr~s of blood fron o llttla finger • 
.i~t PP• lJ.OO; SOo Dleo, 
L. ~ S. 0,' UallGY • ID!ilia k$aG.I ·kYfOU• pp.141•2. 
t. r<. Rcivindran; •consequencon otln~p:roachobil1ty in 
T~avcneoro. 0 DJ!llft!!n of ~~ I~SYMiof *ad1t1gng& 
PJA14X'Jb July• Dee snber 19 • t1o as ver ty .,, p.41. 

• 



not porwi't'ted t.o covQr thoU broos'ts befol'o tanplen idols 

end ocsbert:~ of oUpori.o:r: caates.1 Tho caste restr1c't1ono 

oleo p.rohlbitod then fro::a l'ocp1ng milch cows; fran using 

oil mills, metal vessels and t.tmbrollaSJ ond f.J:'co \".foa:r1ng 

1)hoos and ony but coarao cloth and omsnootc- 2 Tho ttn-
-

touehabloo wore oxpoetGd to uoe a puticuler otylo of solf 

degrading lan~uDgo flhe-n spellking to tbo high cantec. They 

should not u e~ tho lenguage of e c Gte Hindu~!). H& .must 

addrose D cesto Hindu ce Ib<m9Y£ml (Lord) end r.::ason co 

J]lHJRY.U.'Ui (Laey). 3 About himself he should not rofOJ: 

oo •t• hut only Ds Jl.d.UP!lt He should eovor his mouth rJith 

ono hand rJhen -::~)oaking to D menbu of o hig.h cDs\o oven 

frco tho procetibed distance.-4 He VJus don1od tho p:r1v1lego 

1. For gotting pom1ss1on to cover tbolr brooste untoucnt~bloo 
under tho lNdorship of Christian m1osionar1oo lc:unc;tod a 
nt.unbeJ: of movaents in Travaneote in tho 19th century. 
Thorofol'e, a numbor: of con:llicts toolt pltJce bet\70911 i&..yurs 
and 'tho unQi)prooohabl.es converted to Ch1:1stionity. 
Ultimately they 90\ pcxm1selon for wearing blousos on 
concU.tlon th~t it wc;:;n not ::~f the o~e pattern DG lriDJ:'n by 
tho u,Jpor ceotos. fca details ooo, 
c.~~. Agur:. =u .. PP• · 78.)..82; 
fb)bor L •. li4:lr~llVG ( J. R.) • 0 Tho llroast Cloth ControvorG)'a 
Cilsto cons:iouonoos and SQeiiJl Chcngo 1n couthern 
Trav~-nc~e,u ~hoJ~§n Ec"'n'ic o.ac:!-~! HistoiEY Jl2Y!Rr'• 
Vol.5, .Jo.2, une Vi) , P• 7 r 
~~nC:~i;~: .S~·~t!~rt_P~;ali:1fJwor tlission, .. July 1329, 
do'ted 30 Juno 1929, t1Dnuser1pt (L.r.l. & ) in J,J21d,, p.l7o. 

2. G. A. Dollard, Reoident to the Chief socretcry to tho 
t,odrns Govorrnent 1 9 Uarch 1670, National 1\l"chivoo of Indio, 
f:l,QdEns ~~de~'; BtsNrdf• llR~}H~ foWical f~nidlng.a, 
.l3 l'(>il u'IJ, G. u ..:o. 43. soo at eo • 
Robin Joffray, •noetcl Origins of o C!late ~tococ1tit1on, 
1Bb-1905J Tho Foundin£J of tho s. tJ. 0. P. \'ogCQ, • 
.fQl!Sb ~lG!&t r-to.4, 1974, p.40. 

3. T.lt. Velu r .i..J.lai. l£R,'{antO£f!,,.§tp$o ;.lDnycA• Vol, I, Trivandcum, 
1940. p. 844. . 

4. DhDzmo ,Thoorthon, I.O.o P.£2I?J'Ui1: qf,fga;g,. Cbcmpoahantn! 
(Korala), 1931• p.2J. 
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of o\mlng Sattsltrit nsmes uo Rama. Kr1 shna ond GonoSDn 

e:<ee,'t in tho1J.- eorruptod fosme. 1 Ho Ghould ~and beforo 

a costa Hindu in cwo end roverenea, oosuning a hutlblo 

pocturo. 2 Rov. 3. Matoor eu"Y.Gt ~T~e uoe _of publS.c high 

,t"JG}'G \'JllG fOrbiddM to out Cilstoa ·and Otfi ono dnring to 

poss on .\"J1thin polluting distanc~ of 1i Nay'or ·~u).d be dO\"Jtt 

Dt onco. To securo 1mm~qto roc.ogniti:on of such elassoa 
. . 

that t1oro requlrod to k.eep thsasolve& uneovorod ob:>ve tho 

t7aiGt; shoes. u:nbr«allao, .fino cloth and costly ornaments 

war o 1ntordictod to than. Tho holding of u.nbr.olla on 

public oecllo1ono woro prohibit~ to all c.otttee exc~t. 

srolnino oven 1n rainy . season. Tho ·p.=opar aa1utnt1on f:rctll 

Cl fonolo to poroono of ronk tiOS to 0 UncOVor .tho bo~.et3 

The untouehobloo 1;;oro compelled to mo1nto1n thoil: 

1nfor1or et<>tus intect even in observing various i'eligiouo 

coroonioc. ThGY t"Jo.ro not only doniad ad:litt~neo to tne 

tcmpleo of tho high co~ac, but alco \"'CCe not ollo\~lod to 

approach oven tho poriphozy of their tanploa. Evon though 

thoy tJoto :>em! .:i.:ed to build tcmploo of tholr own under no 

eiret:nstt:neeo could th<rt in~al in their tea,leo do1t1oe 

~or chip pod by tho higher ca atoe. In tho pantheon of ltm 

CDnto pooplo their deit1os ucro Btu.uSrc s<ol1, Chunundi, 

l(.utt1chcn...,than et.c. In moat casos their doities tJcre 

1. lbist,. p.24. 

2. lt. 06tl
6
amodilrc.m, !).cr ... a,Aa)::a,vx,i.t.£€!9, iriehu.r 1962. Port 1 1 

p. 1 2. 

3. ~ tlatom:, l;JQ.\~XS.b1f.Q.lt)....lr ... D..Y,a!lS,gJ:Jh London 1893• p.29l. 
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tml'obippod t'ltith tho off~ings of toddy llltd the blood of 

fowlo end cnitnalttt,_., E.Ven in tb.o beginning of tho 20th 

c antu~ the untouehDblos tliOI'e p.-ectieally cubJocted to a 
··.rQl 

number of disab111tio$ end oppression. Thoy waro not . . ' 

poxmittod to use the ro.ade opon ·to the monber o of highOI' 

cootos.. that wore not only pJ:evonted to enter or epprollch 

\Jithln a certain dista.nc:e of courts and publ1c offlceo but 
' " 

alsO exeludod fto.m \be Go\IOJ>nnoot ccnooln and public 

serv1ce. Tho dete116 ~f thoso griav<:~neos will bo c:L\ecusaod 

1n tho ensUing ehaptor~. 

t·:ns.lo these hcu:'dohips aaonot1ng from coste1sn wero 

ct thel~: worst, the Chr1 stian Ql a&ionar1es cpproached thaa 

\nth tho1r philonthropie and hu:nDnitarian aet1v1tisc.· 

Though it tYao t"Jith the aim of protecting tho oconGOic 

1ntorosts of ttu:.~poon pl<)fltoro and mo.rchanto end ot tho 

esao time convert oald.r:u.rJ nu:nbar of deprooocd elDoses to 

Christ1Dn1ty/ m1noionarios did conotructive and rogcnerativo 

®.rlt acong the untouchables. f.'hotover o"y be their econQflie 

and religious mo~1ves. their activities '~oro indeed a 

solace to the de;>toosed clacses, Convarsi.on took oway tl'le 

st19'Zla of untoucllab111 ty. Tho u so of public .~:oads and othor 

convoniencoo r:oro n0\"1 ~cmod to them. Thuo convortion to 

Christianity Qpeored to be an osco;>e frm thou m1aerioc .. 

The 1n:ont1voo for eonvers1on t.ras neither thea lack of 

faith in Hindu religion nor the pros~t of salvation 

through Clttiotien1ty. 1 The redress of social und eeomck 

1. .e.~oAb,ia~. tl&rch-r•1GY 1920 (uocnom Oeda:J 10?S, t.1. a. ) , 
Vo • ~, \!a. a, pp. 31-32. 
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griovances \j'Qs the mllin motlvo of conversion. rat.n this 

J.ntontion a nu:nbor of untouchables got convOl'tod to 

Cilr1s\1nnlty. ~cording to tho Census of 1931, tho follow

ing numbor of untouc:htJbles converted to Chrls\1an1ty f_.an 

various castes. 

lftbl.&:t 
~bor of Converts fJ."QU D1fferont castes to 

. owo til t • .Cb!l &1toJ.tt 1 

cost. en No. of Coates No. of 
converts eonvorto 

NDdal' J.6G,773 l.llavan 2,311 

CherumCZ" J.57,GJ.3 Chacltarvon 2,108 

Po:r:ayon 7.1,680 Pollan 2,225 

tlukk.uvan S0,539 Votan 2,000 
. ' 

Catholic AJQSOn 22..&60 lterala tluthul.S. 1,582 

Bhorot.har 8,669 Kavoth1 1,403 

lturavon s.J.5a t.~orat:t,on l,30.L 

AiyanovDn 6,414 Othoro 6,764 

Vannan 3,620 

Tablo 3 showo thc.~t tho convort s hDiled not fran car;;to 

Hindus tut. from untouchables. In 1813 the Olristi~no fomad 

20 per cant of tho total population of T:ovancoro. It 

increased to 31 per cent in 1931.2 At tho sso t!mo tha 

Pulay.Jo, ono of tho lOtl caotoa 1n Trovoocoro foll fran 0.13 

1. GiD£Y,G q( ln{!lq IJ:QY9flSO£f! 1231, Port I, p.339. 

2. ~~g .. , P• 393. 
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pot cent in J.S't> to 4.07 per cent 1n .1931. 1 Tho Chr1at1ano 

t.-:;bo ~oro eonvertod from tho 10\"1 caate r:oro troatod diGCr1-

m1notely by the community, 2 'though they got· voey many 

privileges, v.bich otherwlso wero not allOVJod to than whilo 

they wore HindUs. 

ptcypQt&9Qa!.J&IUQ!U£R 

Ono Of tho JJnportant f eoturos of tJ:ad1tlonal casto 

str:ucturo wt~s the tolationship of caote t<4.th oc.cupi.!.tion. 

But in K$.rala .£fp;tu;xeJ:na or fOUl' fold division of H1ndu1sn 
. ' 

on t~o ba s1 a of occupation wn e not strictly oppllc cblo. 

The ve1syoo, tho third ln tiae cDete hierarchy • w-as olmost 

Dboent in KorDlD and this role was fulfilled by tho Ctu:'lstions, 

t.lualims and the Chettiars of fttnil NGdu. In tho OCdlO way tho 

t.:-ad1t1onel warriol's r~ero not the l<.sbutr1yao but 1-.loyura, tttlo 
' ' 

ccmb1nod 1n tho:nsolvos t.no function of Kchatrtyoo t:.lth thooe 

of. Vaisvao Dnd SU<Iras. 3 InE;plte of this. t.hero Q'O ccrtuin 

p~ofessiono ottrlbutod to cezotoin costas. Tho i~Gnboodirios 

a~o eoncJ.dorod pr1ests, the Ambolovaots tanple cOl'vunta, 

tho Ncyars 09%'1cultur1Gts and wm:rior s, tho EzboVD& toddy 

tllppors and the Parcyoe and Pulcyco .ogr1cultur(!l lob'~urers. 4 

1. Ibis!..· P• ::131. 

2. R. Velayudhan• JS9£nla tJlg Best ap&D LQD!ila Nm~ Delhi, 
1950. p.20. 

s.· E.tl. !j. Nmnto-.~dir1pad!.:L)£Wala Xof4ptst@X. Tqs;Jw. Ianm£"1 
( Colcutto, 1960), p.aq. 

4. 'WaYii of ]);qygneora JsGS!, p.313. 
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DISS 
303.484 

C3618 So 

Ill 1111111111111111111111 
TH820 

HowOVOl"t '\ho concGPt of trod1t1onal occUpation 

dooa not soan t.o bo Dpplic.oblo in 19th centutY T&-avoneoro. 

Among tho.N&abo.~d12:1e only 141' pel" ono thouaond end c.mong 

the EzhaVClO only l.2a per one thousand followed their so 

cDllod •ued1t1onal• oecupotJ.on. Tbi.s 1$ true of other 

castes <tl so. Therefore. in the context of Kerala J.t is 

t:vrong to maintain tho caamon S.dea tnet avery C$sto hod o . ' 

heredittJZY or tJ:>od1t1onol occupaUon \"Jbich all ita numbel'a 
' ' ' 

follottJed. · 

Ta~lo 4 shows tho structw:o of oecuf,Dtlon ond o 

compsr1$Dft of males \".ilo follO\."'Jod var1oue occupot1on,e. in 

Trcvancoro in 1816 td.th 1981 and 189-1. 

libJQ:.41 

,k1Rl9G fiO.gggt,d in tbftJ?.u11suloa; kl:AOI of 0:C!.Q§!S1on 

Q:cupo\loncl 
ntrueturo GSEB:m;:: :- :: ;:: ·6lgl!lp - && :.~!mJ : .or ropor- \iUll or ropor-

t1on 
ar ·roper-

Uon 1t1on 

Govern:nont 
serv1eo 14, '1IXl 1.27 15.967 1.33 20.,184 
Agr1cul ture 232,716 2.0.27 249-.000 20.80 350.~ 

Profoostonolo '7,5~ 0.66 17,674 1.48 1&.666 
~orciol 
class 61.760 5.30 63,432 5.30 &1,940 
lndust.:iol 
eloas 104,499 ~.11 126,496 .1.0.57 JAl.OSO 
Othoro 296,007 2S.90 197,630 J.6.Sl 2X>.121 

Total 710,904 62.&4 603.1;;9 57 • .La G2G,l35 

l. Ql9S'A Q(.t&mt.QliGOi{lt 1676, p.253 llnd 1891, p.578. 

~ 
y~ lf;", 4-'tl.2. ~T (N38 ~NOO 

Ml 

1.56 
2'7.18 
1.21 

4.03 

10.93 
17.33 

64.18 



f 

~smamm APQ&AA 

Tho Gov~rnnont s0%v1co i.n Trovancore wos under tho 

monopoly of caote Hindus eci>oeiolly tho ND}'ors ond non

LtolgyolJ. Drahm1na. According to the census of 1816 there 

t1ero 14,103 p~sons, 1. o., 1.27 per cent of tho total molG 

populat.lon1 enployod 1n Govorrment aOI'v1eo. In 1881 it 

lncreasod 'to' .16~161, 1. o. t 1:33· pas" cent of tho total inlllO 

population. 2 Table a showe the re,roGentction of various 

cc;amun1t1oe and castes .end thok pX"Qport1on of tho total 
t ' \1 ' '. • 

Gnployment in Truvancoro 1ft 1876 and l68l. 
'· . ~e~·~a 

Representot1on of Various eotnmunl tlo.g and Co stes and 
lbil£ P£OQQ;t1og &0 GoJiEDa!Ot ~!sJLDUr&os.lBl§=SA 

Caste and 
I• I 'ii. 'IOI ~ 11 ·taa' ~ ol Community N:>. s.~ 'o. o 
poo~lo total pao:-JlG total 
Gnp oyad G'llploy- GtJPloyod e:ploy-

- , , meg\ m.mn 
fJolayoll 
Orohmino 158 1.07 239 1.47 
Non-l.1alayoli 
Brahmin a 1999 13.59 2031 12.56 
K shotriy ll D 105 o. 71 149 0.92 
fi!Gy8l'B 6649 5a.sa J.Q&;4 66.99 
Aobcllovo sl 266 1.82 407 2.a1 
nznovos 92 o.G3 131 o.a1 

t;1 U fJ).1c) G 384 2.61 260 1.65 
CiU:istians ~a f.}.42 l02!J 6.36 
vtilra'tl 22}0 .15.3 J.J.59 7.16 

TotDl 14103 .16167 

• 

l • .GQQmi,e~~2i li9YansR£Q.J,§~. pp.253-4 and 188.\, pp.242•3. 
a. GiQft££1 of l£1j,pQCO%'@ lQQ..l. pp.242-3. 
3. .GQ!JJa!A of Tt-D\C('ln£Ort.t.l:;r&, P• 255 and 1801 pp. 242•3. 



s 23 ' 

The table givon above shows tho predom1nanco of 

Nsyors and norw!la1ayal1 BrDh:nins 1n TrQV&neoro public 

sorvice. The non-MoloyaU Brahin1ne. who constltutGd (Sbo\lt 

1.20 par c;ont of .the total population occupied 13.59 per 

e ont of the tote11 Gov~nnent. sorviee in l8'76. In othor 

nords about 13. CJ per cent of the totol p~ulat1on of non

.MaleyalS.' 8¥'ahmins \":or~ enployed in governnont service. In 

the abme ~llnner tho Nayare who eonstit.ut:ed about 19 • .&.0 per 

eont of the total population occupied about ae.ea per cent 

of the total anployment. 1n 1&1&. this indicates that 

about 4 per cent of the total Mayer population \1as employed 

in tho govtU:'nmont ;orv1ce in 1876.1 In 166.1, percentage of 

both non-t'laloyDli Brahm.inn and N&yars ODployed in the 

govorrmont service increased to J5 end 5 par can't 

&teepeetivoly. 2 At the sa;oo 't!mo tho reprosentotiona of the 

Chr1st1onst the Muslim a and the l!ahavas ~1are very nan1na1. 

According to 1976 Census, the above mentioned throe ccrnmunl

tios roepeetively eonot1tutod 20.29 per cent. 6.06 .por eont 

Dnd l6.S9 par eent of the totol populotlon. 3 aut tnotr 

contribution to government service was 0. 34. 0.55 and o.oo 

1. csmwo &.e76. pp.as5-&. 

2. ~m!iYi gf Tr§UDSOJ:Q A.BB.A• pp.242•3. 

3. &iD.IN; of ~l"JUtQnc,.,o;:g ,\81§. pp.l56-78. 
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percontogea l:'O~oct1vely. 1 In 1881 out ofl6,167 govGI"n

mont G:Jployeo& 14,880 woro Hlndust 264 woro t.luullcls and 

1,023 \'ltel:"O Chrlstione. Of these J.6,.1.61 total «Jployees 

200 were wom~n. out of these 200 f' snoles of eirltal:' sorv1ce 

194 Hindus and 6 Christians. 2 These details clearly 

indicate that tbe ·airkar eerv1ce t::~aa under tho control of 

coste Hindus SfPOC.lally Nayal'e ond non-tr1olaya11 BJ:ahmina. 

Travancore was predaninently en agricultural ·country. 
4 .• ' 

Agriculture v1as no't only by far the most J.mpcu:-tant rJOurco of 
' ' 

11voUhood 1n travancoro. About 60 por cent· of tho adult 

population t-:rore depended on land f~ their livelihood. 3 

Agr.tculture and alli~d activ1t1oo accourrt.ed for noorly a . 
helf of the stote• s total .t.ncomo. l3y tho bog1M1ng of the 

second half of tho 19th eomury tho land in Travancore had 
.. . 

fallen under ~:o distinct classes viz. • gt~n@avqka land 

and :l!lDC!i! land. 4 Tho Goverrment of TrGvancore poaaeosed 

1. .l1l1d._. p. 256. 
11Ui"Census of 1976 and 1881 re&;lectivoly indicate that 
tho~o wax-e 92 and 131 Ezhavas in governnent service. 13ut 
thie stotanont creates confusion vAlen ccmpared with the 
1nforaation aiven in. the r~alayali L1enor1ol end cubsequent 
Census reports. Tho Mulayali tl(Jiloriol claimed thot thoro w 
waa no Gzhova drawing s salasy of lls.5 and more. 
*~~~flft'~ RQp~duced lf\ Km;ftlA ~v, li;!J £: =~o~ ~ o.ll and Ill, Uarc en une~9 t p.5. 

e cencua o£ ,1901 alsO mointained tllo sane position. 
't.ac&e. ef tndig, u:1v12os2re, J9ol, p.43S. 

2. ,1b1Siw 1981, pp.242-3. 

3. lW,d,.. 1876. p. 262 

4. t.K. Vclu P1lla1, QR•SA'\i, Vol. III, p,l16. 
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about eo per cont of thQ eulUvat-ed land and the vmole 

of tho ~:~c sto l&nd. 1 The ~kar lDnd or RJaodW:XflY land 

itself· rJas d1vided int.o tlrJO via •• !i0&1R£a!il1i .eatsem and 

Rtm9Sf!VQt;! Jlt:U.• Tho la"ozo group luld no 01.mo:'sh1p r1gh't 

or pot:rer to transfer. Tho atate donandGd frcm those 

tonants only the lend revenue. At the seme time thoy woro 

not legDlly reeogrii sed os OWn~ & of '•t.bo lend. though '\hoy 

onjoyed pezmonont oceupation. Though legally tho steto wt~c 

tho land lord. 1n effoct its trootmont of tonant·s \'1DB os 1f 

they wore poancnt proprieto:-e ~nd lt dtlnllndod only lcmd 

· ravonuo ln tho form of 'tGX or ~?,ent which was ve:y light. 2 

Tho root of tho 20 per cent of tno la~d was· in the posses

sion of a fow land lords who Qnjoyod oithO%' obGOluto J:lght 

OZ' jiilQ9PJ or paid light. osses.$llent collect BIJsPJ!gcm. 

Goner4lly those lands aere possessed by ·araJtuins or BrchnJ.n 

~enple& or tho deseondanto of loc:al chieftains. The Govern

ment land \':las also undor tho control of coste Hindus 
I~ . n;;,_ 

o tP ee1ally ~ Nanbooc:llr1 s and t-. Nq or .e. Tho NDy ax-s .hold 

moj=1ty of the State land on tenu*oa 11ko ott& (mortgaging) 

and cognate tenures uhich h&d the chcraeter1st1cs of clizeet 

mortgago ff'Qnl the state. 3 Thus the land \-.ran also under the 
/C:: 

control of tho caste Hindus o~ecially J...t.tsnbood1ris and 

1. T. C. Vorghooo, .QR.,e1t. • p.44. 

a. Jb&si., p.45. 

3. 1!?&;, 
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iC: 
t>.ndLNayors. \)bile tho Ncmboodi:r'i& ex~1aod 'tho greeter 

control over lcmd ae biggest land lords1 the Noyars enjoyod 

tho ptiv1legos as the largest lend aol.der s of tho state. In 

1904, 1n t~:ovant:ore, tho porsono who v1ero giving mora tlwn 

Rc.lOO as rent per yc;)ar rJoro only all and of t:.tlcm 154 wero 

Nayoro ond 34 t'/04'o Nlanbooc:U..rl Brllhmins. Tablo 6 $horJs tho 

numbc:Jr of big land lords of various c<Xllmun1t1oo ond eostea 

dlo pD1d Ro.100 or more tlG land tl.Ul por yea!'. 

XaP&St:S1 
I 

Number of Porsonn Psy1ng Rt-.100 01: Moro as Land Tax Por 
• I X9.9Jt i&:e,.Wfcsmt. .GaGQS a.n.ct .• CO&'la'-'!!&..Y.ga '0 ,J.ip4 

Cc:'nmunlty 

Nay&rs 

Chri st1an s 

~&layali Brahmins 

No~1alayc11 Granntns 

r,uolimo 

Ksbotriyea 

Gzbavoo 

Europoans 

Ambolcvasis 

Othoro 

tarAL 

No. of 
persons 

154 

'98 

34 

1G 

14 

JO 

G 

s 
17 

361 

1. According to tho Ra,ort sont to Dcr:Jcn r~ladha\to nco by 
- Oo~n Po$hltnr on 20,9.1904, iravDneoro Political 

De,artmcnt. P1lo t'~~ll3'\, 1904. 
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The tablG shows that out of. z:,1 big lend lords 219 

hailed from tho upper ei)atoo. Thl& shows tho predominant 

influeneo of JimtP£010 over the landed p.,penios in 

T~av Gncore. 

Tho r~&l position of tho land ~n tho early second 

bolf of tho 19tb eentury tses that tho Nanboodlri Jell.111os 

owned ,d9!lal!a land. the &iOJ!l holdss (genet' ally N(IJ~te) 

paid X"ont, the .Y.tW11Ia.AUiJsil cultivated tn l:Lw of fJJted 

aa'UBQ and the .aatb&vovm cultivator eqUally ehel'ed the 

product with tho landlozods- 1 ·Tho numbezo of non-cultivating 

land holdora. cultivatlnq land holders. non.cult1vat1ng 
f r' 

tcnonto. cultivDting tonantu er.d ag1'1eultuagl lobourcu:e 

recorded 1n the CenctHJ of 18191 is gtvon in Table 7 • 

.It!b'Sl:f 
Number of OJlt1vat1ng/l\'On-CUltivat1ng Land Holders/ 

_ • I IsQ!!!Sa- §Qd LabotJ£Ks 

Claao 

Non-CU1t1Vot1ng Land Holdors 

CU1t1vDting Lend Holders 

Non-Cultivating Tenanto 

CUltivating TenDnte 

L8bOUJ!"Ol'O 

1.,691 

3.7 

48 

3.610 

10.46,071 

In 1901 the lond lords Dnd tenants fozmed obout 37.1 

pw e ent of tho ontiro populDtlon in Ttov"~oro. 3 The 

1. £Cgnsya~af trav.tanc9&P• Port z. lQ)l, p.S67. 
2. 1bid• • lE»l, Report, PP• 132:-4. 
3. ~. 1901. Port 1. p.394. 



I 28 ' 

eotegoi'Y of rent reeel.vOJ:"s ineludod tho owners of lond and 

tho ¥"0nt free tenants. Tho rent .receivers were a saoll 

minority of 181 and the rent payers aggregated 10•94.992.1 

But J.n 192.1 the numbor of •ent rocelvors eoneS.darDbly 

tnerensed. Tablo e ohows the number of rent 2N.:;,eelvera from 
·• . 

va~lou o co stes end c01'lt11un1 t1os. z . 

Iablt:f'.! 

Mgber, saf ,rs.<m , Bss!:xsa , from YflrJgu..n Q.s\f*a eoq .J19:u]un1;t&as 

It -• . ,., • J 1 

Bxabmlns 

Nuyare 

sahOVllG 

,Depressed Hlndu 

othOJ:Hindus 

syrion Chrl stlan s 

otber Christ1ono 

r.\uslio.s 

I f l 

. $ J I fW 

11. _ W L 

·roo. ol · Non\' ·' 
... BftSolxrgo " 

177 

1.281 

245 

46 

225 

343 ., 
106 

According to tho CensUo of 1876. about 19 par cor.t 

of tbo H1nc!uD, 21 per c:cnt o£' tho t1uo11as and 23 pc:r con' 

of tho Clu'1stians roturnod undor eult1vot1on. Tho Nayora 

tJho contributed about 45 pel" cent of thou total population 

f~ aor1culture. taoro preeminently o fazming eloeo. Tho 

1. 1.~ • P• 395 

2. .l.f'&,d, • 1921. p. 492. 



f oxmoro 4Ulong the J!zbevas, 1•1alayal1 Brabrnins and non

Malay ali Brotoins wero 14 por cent, 9 par cont ~nd 16 

par cent. respectively. 1 the 10\'Vor stratun of tho e(p-1- · 

cultuJ:o was the labourers. Tho lobourere eonsistod of 

tv10 cletioos vi&. , fa= oervants end field labourers. 

The mDX.1mum number of malos and fonalos rsero largely 

employed 1n labour eonnoetod t".4th ag.llicultoro. Table 9 

sh~vs tho representation of labourers from various 
•t '. cOG!mun .... 1a s. . · 

' 2 . IabAd.. 
Reprosentetion of Labourors from Varioua canmun1t1os 

, . . _ ~·. . . ..&o _J,a7§ _ •. 

tf'* F 

caoto • Na. of porsona 

PulQYas 55,041 

.6Zhavss 40.405 

ParayCJs 16.240 

Nay Drs 12,491 

Chr1st1eno 29,573 

r.luellms 6,582 

In 1876, 17. f9 per cent of tho total populot1on t"IOS 

ogJ"1eultural lDbourora. But in 1901 it had, eonaidorably, 

boon rodueod to 5.2 per cent. Thlo docroaso \·ws not reol 

but Gpparent Dnd t~Jas due to the inclusion under 'he head of 

t onant o and occur ant a. 3 

1. l,QJ,d •• 1676. pp. 261-2. 
2. l.b1sl,. t p. 266. 
3. Jplg .. t 1901. p. 396. 
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The profosslonal class, 1n TrovancoJ"e society Wt.IG 

mainly concerned t:d.th rol1gioo. odUeQt1on. lDW, modiei.na. 

onginooring and fino orts. l.n 1816 tho totbl numbar of 

parsOns who vJero returned under tho government serv1ce1 

was 71~89 or 0.66 por cent of the total populution. 2 ~"lUle 
in 1876 tho tot.;;l number of malo profosaional t1as 7,589 or 

J • • ' 

0.66 par c::ent of' tile population, in 188J. 1t 1nc.roanod to 

11.674 or 1.48 p~ eent of the total popu1Dt1on. Table 10 

snOt.'Ys tho dotails of loornod profession 1n T.ravaneoro in 18.91. 

rze nave alroady soon ln the Table 4 of this chapter 

that the numbo.r of males roturnod under profoss1onol was 

1&,666. But the Table .10 shows that tho m.mbOJ: of 

profossiona1 \"IDS 43•513. · thla l<lrgo differonee ia duo to 

"wo roosons. F1tst ·reason is that u largo numbo.r of persona 

t:rho bolonged to p~:of ossional elaoo hDvo boon enterod under 

tho govorrment service. secondly tho Table 4 only stands 

for mole profossionalo. The Toblo 10 shows the nlDber of 

both malos .and fGDe>los. 

Duo to inc rea so in Gducatton and chango a in coc1al 

sot up in Travone~ro, the nu:nbar of leornod profeos1onalo . 

l. In so:na casos thoae \'".tlO follo~.~:od co:ne of the leorned 
prof eaaions had beC!tl ineludod under tho govornmont oa!!'vic e. 
thorafore. due to these over lapping some d1fforenees moy 
be soan in difforont tables tlhieh were rel,.rtod to the 
leDrnGd profession und government service. 

2 • .r=mmta ~fJqsiig 1£eVQ!JS.2rq J:B76, pp.256--67 
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Isab~~::lo1 

b..96£D<H! fl'o(r.uuaon &n ,kaxaness;g iQ 1921 

- .. -. •••••••• I I 'II r (I !II Proportion • P%'ofossion No. 0 
profos- to tO'lDl 
AtntA 0£4GE -

1. Re11g1on 

(a) Priest o 4nd other 

(b) 
top jobs .10,101 
SUbs1dia¥Y ~ol1g1ous 

J.3, 'l>l .54.10 \"JJ%lt s . 

2. Education· and Literature 2,076 4.78 

3. Lart 4,573 10.51 

4. Medicine 

(a} Doctors and Othor 
f~l edlc el Praction:er s 5,582 

(b) SUbsidiary Mod1cal 
156 sorvico 13.19 

&. engineering 

(a) Eng1neorr and 
sur" (If or: s 81 

(b) SUbsi(Jiary staff 464 .1.25 

6. Fine Al'ta 2.992 6.97 

7. r .. U.nor sox-v1cos 3.7s7 8.70 

tor~L 4~.513 100.0 

eonsider~bly lncreusod by tho beginning of the 20th 

contury. Table U shows the gro~Jth of leDrned pzoofoosions 

in Travcncore 1n 1911 Dnd 1921. 
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TpJi!At:Ul 

GrorJth of l.earnod Profen&J;.on 1n Travoneoro in .1.911 
o fJDs!.Jeti.\ a 1 •• 

soi~toa 
AA _ J _ . J Mf 1 1 ,.,. I • I 

&'tr~' % \o · SEtengtrl22f; £o ioul prof easton 
enp loy ed tote 1 enployod populDtion 

. popula• 
._, t,ion 

I 8 

Prof csd.c>ns and 
Liborol arts 97,129 2.9 142,398 3.6 

LDt'J 8,543 0.2 11,575 0.3 

Med1c1no 10,209 0.3 25,738 ., 0.1 

In struetion 26,365 o.a 35, "nj) 0.9 

Lottorth arts 
ond science J.B,896 0.6 24,113 0.6 

L1ajor1ty of the learnqd prof ossions \"Jero under the 

monopoly of the caste Hindus. In 1876 out of ?lOO male 

professionals 6073 \1Gre Hindus, 459 Uuollmo and 1057 

Chr1 otion s. 2 The proportion of Hindus undeJ' th1 a order to 

thou molo populdt1on wan o. 72 per -cent of the Muslims, o.~ 

' per c ent of the dll'1 stion s. o. 45 per cent. 3 Amor•g the 
I 

Hindus the Uoleyal1 Br~hmine wero tho most numerous. t.'lost 

of tho religious u'Orko \"JOX'e tholr monopoly. .The nU>Dbc:r of 

the Nayors w~s 1127 (0.52 per cen't) the non•Malayoli Jrahr.lins 

5G3 (0.04 por cent) and tho Elhuvoo 233 (0.13 por cent). 

1 • .l_b._if:!...._, 1921. r>nrt I • pp.l32-5. See also, 
ROEiii Jeffrey, ayonple EntJ.Y L1ov<Oent in TrovDncore 
1960-1940.0 J;?3Cial 9:1tnt1st, Vol.4, reo.a, f.iorch 1976, p.lO. 

2. DlfL • 1S76. pp. 256-7. 

3. AbiS.,. 
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The %'1g1d practice of caste rules considerably roatricted 

tt1o opportunities of non-caste H1ndUs. t•lost of tho 

educotion4ll 1nst1tut1onn O~:Poeially p.rofoso1onal colleges 

liko Ayurveda eollogo, sanskrit college etc., tsero closed 

to tho untouchables t111 the end of tho second docsdo of 

the 20th centuzy. The econan1e haekwa;-dness was DlSO not 

condUcive to tho untouchabloo to reeo1ve good education 

in prof esslonal sUbject.s • 

.Frcrn time i.mmC!mo:rial Keralo has tho credit of being 

one of tho reglono \*Alieh had trade contact wJ.th many 

ovorsooo countr1os. Tneroforo. tl!'udo £~nd rolatod oct1v1t1eo 

was one of the· important moans of livelihood in Kercla. In 

1676 there t~ere about 61.760 or s. 3CJ por cent of male 

population ongaged 1n trade and commerce. 1 Tho (lumber of 

. persons t-Jho wore ongaged 1n trade and eommorco incroasod 

doe ado aft or dcx:ade. ln 1876 the pore entago of people who 

followed trado as their cat:eer wae 5.3a per cent, it r;as 

1nerooned to 6.42• a.3 and 8.5 per cent in 1891, 1911 and 

J.9212 raspoctivoly. Among tho H1ndue the number of traders 

\"JB& 25,407 (3.01 po.r cent). umong the r.~usllms 13,919 (19. 7a 

por cent) and D:ilong the Christians 22,413 (9.55 por cent). 3 

1. lJaid, • pp. 259-60. 

2 • .(;prt&U,P Rep,p,£1:,n .Af!l~, p.5!J9, 1911. 

3 • .GPuou.a. ,1.67~. pp.259-60. 
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Tho largest number of HindU eanmunity belongod to the 

EzhavD casto as they aggregctod 7,311 (3. as per cent) of 

tho total male populction. Tha Nayors who follOVJod trado 

eo theblr livelihood w"s 2,300 or 1.05 per cent of male 
I 

popu1Dtion and tho non-t.1alayal1 Brahmins numberod 1,010 

or 6. 8 per c ont of thelr male population. 1 In tho port 

tor.;n o like Alloppy and Quilon the Muslims. non-Malay all 

Brahrd.ns. Chott1es and KonkanJ. mel'Chants wee the J.mport&m~ 

traders. i'l't tho samo 'time 1n tho inter1or villages of 

north Dnd een~ral travoneoZ"o the shop keeping trade \"lBO 

lorgoly undor the control of 5t{rJ.an Chritiano ilnd the 

Uuolmo. 2 Sut during tho courso of the contu.t:)' Hindus also 

socm to have taken to U'ude. In 1921 tho nteber of Noyoro 

involved in trade incroasod to 15.449 and th.;.;t of the 

hhavas to 42,439.3 

Generally tho cammareial community t1as divided 1nto 

various sections D& moner lenders, gonerol merchant a, middlo 

men, brokors ate. (Table 12) •. 

Iabls:Ai4 
Tho strength of Various sections of Cc':hilereiDl Community 
_ , .. in Iravaneo~:e ln A!l! 

l.J;~ 

2. Robin Jeffrey, peclino of Nu)!D£ Dgninancg, p.32.. 
3. ~nsvs of lf!S!iQ T&.qlUl"GQl"O, 1921, Pan II, pp.102-3. 
4. o~w .... 1891. p.60a. 



Tho devolopmont of indust~:iea wu~;; limJ:tod in 

TrClvaneore as the othor p.arts of India under British 

imporialisn. The mo1n 1n.dustr1al .activities wo:-e limited 

to the manufo.ctul'e of tGXt1lo, wood, cot'aics and c . .hcmical 

pro~cte. According to 1076 Census, the .. total number of 

poop~Q engaged in :S.ndu s'trios wos 9.11 por. cent of the total 

malo population. But 1n 1881 and 1691 the poreentagos 

roq>eetivoly 1ncreasod to 10.57 per cont ~nd 10.97 por cent. 

( T abl e-13) • 

1"b&,I:A31 
rrumber of Persons SUppor'ted by' Industrioe from 1901 

R d l , l I . 1 6 to 12 3:1. T P' L li& t F I 

-· Yoer 
,,. 

Population ):) io foiai -. a t S!BS!l\Std popyiaSiof) 

l90l 519,325 17.5 

1911 ~ea,410 17.1 

1921 120,837 17.9 

1931' 771,312 15.1 

Oy tho ond of the 19th century JJ number of coil' tJnd each~ 

nut fcetor1oo cane into being. According 't.o 1911 Cenaus, 

the totill number of fcctorios waro lOG. Ql.,~bese lOB 

fector1oth f1ve cwmod by government. ·61 by JlJropean and 

f\nglo Indians tlnd 42 factories owned by Indiuni. Of thooe 

1. T.l'- Volu P1ll~1, ,aR,e1t,., Vol.lli. p.41. 

2. ,Csooua of. Ind19 ,Ir,avans.ore.l21A:, p •. 295. 



European f actorloe, fifty bol.onged to Canpr;:n1es c:~nd elevon 

to individuals. And the corre$onding figures for Indl&ns 

being fifteen and twenty seven respectively. 1 Toblo 14 

shows tho ownership and mt:snagenent of the 28 private 

factories and managers of all tho f&ctorios excludinq the 

governmont onos. 
'' . 2 
T.tt-1.&::1~ 

The O."Jtter nhi,p and t.\anaganent of FDCtorios by Diff oront 
1 r 1 gonmuo1tlQ$ . 

european e and Anglo 
Indians 

Indian 

Cbr1ot1ans 

rAusl1ms 

Drahm1ns 

Eahavas 
' 

othor Hindus 

Chettl. 

Nay oro 

11 61 

27 42 

7 18 

4 a 
5 5 

2 2 

4 4 

1 l 

2 2 

According to 1901 Consus. the industrial activities 

were molnly dOno by non-Hindua c::nd non-caste Hlnduo. Tho 

lergoot percentage of industrial \-JOrkox-a a:nong tho Hindus 

1. lbJ.d. 

2. le&sl. 
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b~longod to tho fSzhDvae &o thoy aggrogatod 4e.7 per eont 

of tho actuol \·:oJ:itors. Tho Muslims and Chriltlans 

t'OsPOCtivoly occupied second e1nd third poG1t1on. 1 

According 'to 1815 Census 18 per cent of tho popu1~

tion we:ro lt.lbour~ra. 2 Though tho &grlculturill lobourern 

in T:avoncoro mai.nly e&ae fros Pulayu und P(lX'ClY<l ·c:aotoo, 3 

6 pel! cent, J.3 p® cont. ond 21 por eont of tho .Naya.r-s. 

Chri st1ena and SZhDvas wero· I'OtPectively labour oro. Gonorally 

the conditions of agJ:'icu.ltural labour or .o t~C'¢G vory pathotic 

ond m1Gorable. ln 1000 wagos of cooly labourers wore one 

anno and ono meal. But by 18'70a 1t rtas \"IOI'th 4 onnus o day. 4 

Tho conditions and sala;ioa of pli:tntation l&bourors. crtisDns 

and factory lobourcrs r,rero botter them agricultural latourerc. 

Tho t:rDgos of tha non.ag.rJ.culturDl lobourers liko cmployooo in 

plontDt1ons tho !"'Ubl1e VJOrks department. eoir induatry had 

rison ty 167 pOl" eQnt and thoeG of artisans by 140 par cent. 5 

Among tho artioans the hiohost doily wago woo obtainod bf 

gold caith, which tmlo 18~ cnauan. 6 

1. -'onpua gf IQdia IraxancP£1 1201,· Rez,ort, p.435. 
2 • .kqrpgup pf Yrll!flOC9£Q• dz81}, p.266. 
3. r~agc:n ~-&iyii, Sfclf$· , Vol. III, t?• .L 7J.. 

~tcco.-ding to t coneuo out of 1.000 Pulaya r:;)J:'lte:a GJ.S 
uare fiold labourors ond 109 ...-.;GZ"e 091"1eulturol lobourero 
ond the cane wo.y out of 1,000 worltero frotl Pa~~as t>19 
"'era fiold lotJuurers. 
.cm:!JiUQ g( IDdJ..P T:.ra~ .. nnc,oeg ~. P• 313. 

4. I tad .. , P• us. 
& • Si£0 SUA1\gtl:lOd qf . CSlsJl&D A fill, Vol. I • p. 144. 
6. ona cha~.ran ooono 7 pieo. 



Tho abovo doser1ptions of tho oecupati~nol strueturo 

indicate& tho predom1~ance of uppor caste Hindus in gOvern

ment service and profession aa well as tho eont~ol of land. 

The t:\uslims had o lions share of tl'odo, a substantial 

sec,1on of indUstrial •<JOrkers C~nd agricultural labourore 
' 

we:te Slhaves and Chr1 stiane '1ore ovonly 1ntorostod in all 

occupations except the government servico. 

from the second half of tho 19th c entu.ry Travoncoro 

was in a state of transition. though it was vor:y Slow and 

tDrdy. The VlQ:'iouo foctors 11lto tho lend roforma, grovlth 

of cash oeono::ay du.o to tho develop!nont of plantation 

1nd:ustr1os, public works deporttnont end snall ccalo indUs

trios, .and tho introduction of English education tJero 

reeponsible for ou jor ehangos in thO> society. These chDrtoos 

both in soeiol 4\lnd econcmic fiold wero paving tho way for 

the cmorgenco of now classos in Trovuncoro. 

Land B9f2£m g ond ((hD!loQs ~n Lepd cootroJ 

It ho s already been observed thut only a snall port 

of land \"'llo 0\":0od by ,:IQ!t!igp 41nd tho a:oot belonged to the 

state. In order to motivate tho tenllnto to bring more lDndo 

·under cvltivotion and to br1dgo tho gap in tonureal xoights 

botl:.rGetl tho pr1vo'to ienmJ.gp and the State ~tfJODnts, 1 the 

Tt.avoneore Govorrment 1 osuod tho ,Catto;n P&ecJ.~]at1,on on 
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2nd .Juno 1865 (21st Edava 1040L1E), which hdG rightly 

boon called a& the l.1Dgna Carta of Travancoro &yots. J. 

ln addition to th~t some mere f~ctors ~etG roGJ)onsiblo 

for the 1nt~oduct1on of land ~efo~s. The sttkar could 

not soll tho lend for non-payment of rent ilnd bocouae 

t.enant s r1cre reluctant to take on such lond any vJay, the 

Government experienced ·greiat ·d1ff1cultie& in colloet1ng 

its dues. tenants on the other hand saw such land having 

no value bGVond the rice it J)l'odUced. _To avoid such a 

stagnant eituation t.ladbavs Reo issued this proclamation 

granting full 0\11101' ship right o to tho holders of the 

2,00.000 acres of sb:kar f.Qt19'9 land. 2 Ho estimated thot 

Rs.l.f> croroG of land value. were thus croatod. 3 Ototever 

may bo the agreaent, this proclamation enfranchised the 

sirkar .eastan lands .and declared that the 0 ryots holding 

these lando muy regard tbtn fully ss prlvato heritable. 

salooble and 'othervd.so transforablQ propo.rty. •4 Thus this 

pxoocls&t1on put an end to state land lordisn and created 

p~tant propriatorchip. This proclamation very sor1cusly 

aff octod the f ouc:Ull set up of joint f ani.lios in Tzouvancoro. 

1. Adn1o1r&at1vg Reeor:S ot..Irmumc,ore.J.~6-6.7• p.37. 

2. Rob~n Jeffret • .PA&lDf! gf naxpr blQ&JEJh PP• ae-oo. 
3. Jb&d. 
4. Notification of His Highnoss the Uahl.lraj!l of TZ~evoncOl'e 

on 21 et June, l.G65 quoted in Egyaoso&:ft .L9.nd fip,y_onyo 
HpnyaJ,. Vol.4, p.31'3. see o so, 

ad;wva Rao to NO\'"o~ill, 19 lipril .l.B6t; • I£llVDneorg Govs;n
S~S l?Jl91 .. ~ Bm;orpa. Cover J!,!o.22B. 
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ThS.o procletnation made tho partition of joint fan111os 

posslblo sine e tho l).acaosveo could .not now me1nta1n that 

tho sirktJr tettom londe \"'eJ:'G 1nalionable.1 Thoroforo. it 

\"IDs a sovoro jol.t to the t.t:adJ.tioncl family ffl stan. 

Tho rofonn of 1965 only bonefittGd tho cultivators 

of tho ganf.tQ£axatsa lands end the condition o of tonDnto of 

anrnom lands and non-2&Qd§£AVp(tA lands \1CZ'O tn1 serablO and 

pathetic. They had no security of tenure. Jermios hllra.csod 

their tenants in many ways. Their assossnont of land rovonuo 

wa o higher th!.ln slrkar lands. ln #der to improve their 

condition and to otab111ee tho ogriculturDl proporty of the 

Stnto2 Govorm.ent 1ssuod another proclanation in !007 1.¥ 

wb1c:h tho si.rkar considerably curtD1led the power of lQOm~_og 

over thoir tenunto. Norz oviction fi.JS not eaGlly poaaible 

and tho tenants bocsno permanent tenanto: but the tenants 

wero roquirod to g1ve rant to ,ZQn:fl1gp e G usuol. 3 The drow 

J.. According to thio proclamation •the ~oloth mortgages etc. 
of tho13o lando 'tJill henc o forl..,.,rd be valid. J.thoriJfor.,s/ 
Tho lnnds m'-oy be sold for f!Yul:'QAf of tax in execution Of 
decreo of courts ilnd such o'Ehir egitJ.mate purpooos ond 
may <llSO be accepted ao security by the aircor Ds \c"'ell De 
by private individuals. a . 
r~1f1cat1on of His l-11ghnoso the r.~iaharD jo of Trcvancore 
on 2nd Juno 1~. c.uoted in Iroxaneore.LDQd Rgyenuo · 
f·}DQUUlt Vol.4 1 p.13a. 

2. ""Ceord1ng to a letter to 'the British nooident fran !.1odhDV{l 
Fklo, the om-.~an of Trcvancc>re, ho very cloarly r.lant1onad 
that the .Ji(f'i,es \~Jore not the improver o of the londod 
property en inut 1f tney rtoro porulitted to eject tenanto, 
the agrlcultul'Dl pro~perity of the stote would ~dver.oly 
affoct.od, apart frcw. the hardships c:ausod to tho tcnanto. ce 
i. l.ladhava Hao• o Let tel: to tho L1r1tich HoGidont dotGd 
9th Octo bar 1866 quoted in T. c. Varghese, .sm..,,U. • p.-67. 

3. l.b.lrJ •• p.66. 
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bock of thie proelemotion wao pClrtly roc:lUeod by tho proc1o

mC1t.1on of "~-!SYA\X!O Ac:'t0 of 1896. This onourad pe.rmcnent 

occuptmey J>1ghts and fixod the rent of . ti_lo .&Mm Js.usU;vsQg. 1 

1n$1to of the good intention of tho st.ato, tho tGJ'1dnts could 

~ot got the benefit Q& they O)(.pccted. The Jeqm&o.tJ tJere given 

tho r1ght to increase tho rent at tho time of periodical 

r·one:wu~l of lsanppTaUJB~ This clso did not. give much p;rotoet1on 

·to the tenants at \dll holding land e1.thel" under those unm 
' 

tenllnt o or dit'ectly from the .Jenm&sa. Another problan of tho 

tenants was thct incidence of rovenuo assossnont gonorolly 
' 

foll unoquolly on difforont ~enurial categories end sano 

timos on different cultivators under tho stmo tenure. 3 

But a trenondous and fundamental chango had taken 

place 1n tho tenur~l sY stan of Trsvoncoro 1n .1933 by the 

proelam4t1.on of •Jgnmi !SSU!irXDD (nraenclnont) Rogulotion" of 

llOB t.l E ( 1.932 A. D.). In regard to ,Zmm&-!SYd.\X.qD ralatione.hip 

th1a cmen4nont. \"'as & tul'ning point. This ragultJtion convortod 

ell tonants into pl'op&-iot.ors (to be known hsrODftGJ: oo 

~Y:.fDe) t.;ith the only obligation that thoy pay x-cnt. to the 

Jg!li\iu through tho ~toto and rcmi·i.ted tho rent to tho 

roQ~tivo ..I,m:tl!.Qil. The payraen~s nood also bo modo only J.n 

coney. 4 Thus the }Syd&xa.o woe declarod the full O'l.mar of tho 

lQndo trJith illl tho rights of ormorsh1p 

l. Ib\d.~, • P• 6a 
2. soo tho hppendlx 1 1 tho •.zsmm&.s-!~ud1yc:m Act of 1896" 

reproc.tue od in lb1Sia., P• 220. 
3. Ibid., p.l33. 
4. ~oa 1'\ppondiX I, •tho rlmDi~!Q (Atnendnont) Act of 

193211 Cl'JO'ted ln ,Ibie\t.• PP• 2 • 
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The rJ1 eten of settlement obtaining in Trovancoro 

t-Jas the Ryotwari SftnGn ~carding to \'lth1eil the xyoto onjoyod 

private omership end as such worG mado 1ndiv1dUolly 

re4i)onslble to tho state fol" payment of ~:ent duo fran their 

holdings. The land tax \-JGa fuGCl ond levied on tho bosis of 

( 1) the aecuJ"ate measuranent of lund, (2) the ascertainment 

of its agricultural CQptlci'ty and (3) tho detom1nat1on of 

1nd1vidUDl ox- individuals entitled and bound to p&J the 

:rovonuo.l 

the now land !If stan eau sed a revolution in tho 

agrarian sot. up as \"Jell as the joint famlly w sten. Thoaa 

lCJnd rofoms not only started peassnt pxopr1otoroh1p but 

also broke tho throDd of jolnt f anily sot up. The ,aett::mn 

proel~ation of le6!> and &Ubsoquetrt land rofoxm G mad.o the 

pon1t1on of fanil1os poosiblo since tho JSQX:P~xan could 

not not'l melntoin that tho $1l:lt.ar .£e£tqn landn \i10ZO 1n

ol1onable os thio p.roel.eiima'tion modo tho solos, raortgagos 

otc. , of the so lc.;nds valid. D1 esDti sfiod maaber s of the 

Nayor Ia&:QlHldO undcar the .outoeracy of JsAAA!lQXan dQjHmded 

ponS.tion Dnd honco, a numbel" of NDyar I9£A!AQI undex'\vent 

pDrt1t1on in Travoncoro. 2 Thus tho land lordidil of 

Trovorn:oro, \7b1Ch was t1Gd up tlith tho joint fco1ly sY sten 

173. 

2. According ~o I£ayaasotsa uofumak~qth(JyGW cfii&t$,ftf fORP!'.li U 41G• t•le ogroo port.lt ons 1ad risen. rom 30 n 1096 
o · in J90~.1.907. sae the Report of 190J, •1-lppond!.x' 

11, p.93. 
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hod been broken cmd all c:crnmun1t1oo or castos, thooo \.':Jho 

wero hov1ng liquid cllsh eornod through. trade, ccrnmerce and 

oth.a:r lucrativ~ :,UGinoso puZ"Chasod land. TDblo 15 shorJs 

the various ccm.'llunt.t1oo selling and p\.irehosing tho landod 

property fo~ a period of 18 months 1n 1906-1908. 1 

Tho table shows that tho hold of Nayor& over land 

bas been loosening ilnd those who were not had muc:h control . . 
over tho land bOgan to occupy more land by p'urcha elng. tho 

prQPertie& of the Nayare. Tho Chri&tians and 'tho Eahavaa . ; . . 

took .odVtmtagc of 'this. thus tbo lend ret'Oltll in Ti:'ovimcoro · 

actually put an end to Naya:r dom1na·neo and othor eanrnunlt1os 

\:1ho t;opt aloof .r:IJ far frcm land got better opportunit1os to 

ante!' tho land. 

Thoso land rofozms to a largo extent redUced the 

control of lend lords over tenant.s. The Ryotwari svstGJ 

of land tQnuro roducod considerably the ov,z ossost'f.'lent of 

land. Inereaso of ogrtculturol produce ~nd tho gro,-;th of 

expon further reducod tho miseries of ryots. In abort, 

these factors, no doubt.. not only rel1ovod tho poasontlY of 

T~ovaneoro of tho1r suffor1nge resulting fran a long c 

continued depression Co\nd explo1tcl~1on dUring the first holf 

ond oo:rly second half of JSitb century but olso helped to 

produeo D nO\v m1ddlo class dtJo, to tho existence of an 
. \ 

oconc:my of snall peasant proprietors and tenanto with 
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gabl.t:12. 

Statemen\ Sbow1ng the Various Com.mLlnit1ea Sellilli ana Purcbasina tbe Landed 
frppnrt:r: tor a ferigg gf 18.nonths AsriM, 3206-190Q .. 

Whether ~~a scum •• IYm!tl£ !!0~ .M:aJ:uiarf' Dgcymenta I 1 

Commt.Ud.ty Cla1matlt/ : §aii ::: :. Norteeg es w1 tb Ho gages w1 tho11t .ZsJcal • 
Bxecu.ted 

Nwnbor value • .Ii:l!i'~IRiiii . JJim&~:~s=~iiiii . liJu.mber · Value 
I L • 

Dair Clalmants 6atlt- 122026lt 17820 366l9't2 20903 3776862 ltif,191 8861068 
Exec a ted 11a.s 1739607 23,32 1.,800731t 2120S lt-191129 S1882 10138070 

same.ntbas Claimants lit 1182~ 181 .28818 233 llt60S 448 ''2S2 nxecuted 37 1729 26'. Z'/303 lJ.46 ff/309 147 1111910 

C br.1st1ane C l.almans 101lt-2 224461+1 11+47S. 2Jlt.6000 2SJlt.6 ~261131 lt-9962 98)1778 
Executed 9442 19826'+7 10076 1719473 22216 9186S1 .. ,,,. 8680711 

Cbamars Claimants 2133 308falt.3 6232 772698 3999 416S93 1236\e. 1~S19l't-
Executed 2129 303261 5.396 662S91 412S S09091 122;0 1 7492S 

Bzbnvas Claimants .. ,,, 1171197 9666 191l+7S 8 12SS3 2306901 26390 S392862 
Bzecuteti 3966 10S3763 8207 1622790 1339lt 2la-21923 2SS61 S09B1.76 
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subst~nt.1al oconomic: independence and susts1ned 1ntarer;t 

£n land. 

Tho g.rotlth of cash econcmy in trav.oncoro \'file duo to 

tho development of public 1110rks department. penetrDtion of 

Britieh capital l.'i11ch led to tho plantation induatries, the 

clovelopmont. of sneLl seale industries and tho thift fran 

food crops to cosh crops. 

Though tho British GoVornnont did not 1nctuco 

i.ndu strial d(I'Velopment of the sta'te'J it sh0\1od koen 1nterost 

to modornir;;o tho sY stan of eQnmun1c:ct1on for the bettor 

oxploitot1on of the state r<u;ourcos. The L1outanont 

Gonorcl t11111am ~llon, tho Resident of T&'ov.aneoro from 

· 1840 to 1860, lnitilltod D teileno for tho construction of a 

not-wort~ of roade. t.1adhuva Roo, thG Dowan of Travancoro 

fro:n 1851 to 18"12, also took p.ractical oteps in this 

direction. lie orgal11sod tho public works departments 1n 

11360. As a coneoqUence" of the setting up of tha public: 

tJorks dq))artuont tno job opportun1ties1 end wages ineroosod. 2 

During tho seeond helf of tho l9'tn century the 

plsntation lnduetrioe dovoloped in Tl:avoncoro. s.xno of tho 

f ector n rJbich nelpod thi o procass woro the state Orinttt chip 

1. In 1600-66 nearly J.O,OOO people \"'GX'e on daily w.cges 
llt)pointed 1n Travaneore public service d~ort-uent. 
Sao. Robin Jeffrey, .QislJ.n£? gf ~YDE Dc!PiQt.tOSQ• p.f/.1. 

2. Tho wDgos from ono cnno or an onnll and half ond ono mool 
for day's r:ort: to four annas and one moal • 
.&.s!J-?1 £1 of I!:tavf:!nsort !376, p. 266. 
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of land, improvmont of tr*.lnsport fac111t1os. ·rlso in 

prices, incroaced credit fecil1tios1 dnd Dva1lab111ty of 

ch®p labour due to tho ebol1t1on of slcvory. Actually 

t.no abolition of slavery tta e to generate e work force for 

the net:Jly establ.t.shod pla(ltation 1ndustr.S.oe of B.r:i'tioh 

cep1ta11sts. 2 Though tlolabar woo dLroctly under Brit1eh 

. damD~n. the British eep1tal1sts VJOro more G'lthusiestic to 

ifivost their monoy 1n TravontOJ:'O princely stDto. Th.l.a 

\~ao ma1nly bc.causo of tho structural d1fforontilltion of 

lond f!/ &ten in TravDncore and Malabar. In Tzavancore the 

state being the l<lnd lord, lt rt~as poGelble fol' plcntars 

to leaso l&nds on fovoul'ablo texmo directly fran the etato. 

At tho o.ono timo, in t1olabar thGY \...OUld hove hud to take 
f 

the lands from privcto l41nd lords waich 1."108 rolativaly 

coat110l" them th~ direct loa nos from tho state. 3 The 

Dr1t1sh onterpronours convinced tho Trovcncore I'Ulors the 

oc:onomic eignificcnc e ~f pluntSltion 1ndu atr1oa end 

1. t.c. Vel:'gboeo, 21i?e£ij;.,, p.J.J.6, 

2. The oboliticm of slavory, 1n its fullflsdged canner, 
took plcce in l~f), \.-hen the t;;lohii:Ollja of Trav~ncore 
c.mnouncod D ptOCli<iih1tion on 12 t1ithunam 1020 f,1 B 
(dune 1tl>!:>). soo, 
-tbo tJt!J.tou1of Pn@ftd9D:flovg:om tn ~Pl'QfR• vot.l, pp.57-59, 

no p entat on n uotl' os egan o ovo op only aftu 
1860, see. 
S1r Porc1val Gr1ff1thc, Ihfs~&orx of Shg ifldiiD Irea 
lnr&u&X• 1.ondon, 1967• P• • 

3, In .18~ Konnan Dovan Caf!pony obtained a cone oso1on fro:J 
tho Poonlote fulja of 227 square mileo in KaMan Devan 
Hills for Rs. a ,000 together v4 th a prom! oe to pay on 
~nnuol ~ of Rs,3 1000. Soc, 
tlr Poreival Gr1ff1tho, gg.git.,, p.158, 
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Tbe · &Ot:Cll.t felt s*lisfisd that tho countJ:y \"~Uld 
largely benefit bV tho introduction of copital, 
shill and entOJ:prl sa of Europ eon o ln ut111%1ng 
tho tracts of lc:md which fOX' the most.1p.:JJ:t ~10Uld 
oth~W1&G be untouched for genore~tion, 

In central Tr<ivsncore, tho f1rst coff eo plcntotion tvus 

obolS.shod in 1662 by J, Q. Munro on Hope Estato oncl his 

e.aa:nple was also soon followed bv stevenson. Bobar and 

Richardson. 2 . In .·J.864 tG£: plt;lnta,.t.on el so statt.od in the 

government gardens in Pocn:um~do. 3 'tho ·most llnportant ond 

largost plantation compan1o& woro the British Kannan··Dovan 

H1ll Proc:tueo Ompeny end the .Anglo .American Direct Tea 

troding canpany. The first company tlas registered in 

1010 and the second in 189 7. 

Tho Govc.r.uont ossessnent .on those lDnde w...:o vary 

nominal dum eanporod to tho ineor&lo from tho plantttt1on 

crops. •even after tno amencbont '( 1n ·.1944) of an ·ear'lior 

ag~eoment, the et~t$ demand on the plantdtions of ~ho 

Konnan oevan 1i1ll prodUCe woo ,J. ••••• .J about 5 annas per 

acre J. ..... J• Tho ossorutnent rate for coffee cncl too 

cultivDt1on waa fiXed. at Ro.l..OO por aero and for rubber 

and cat:da";')om tho l'ates wcro respoct1Voly f1xod oe Rs.2.00 

and s.oo per aero. 5 

l. T.l(. Volu Pillalt l£QXQDCU:9 stGfJ (.lcmwal. Vol.III, p,lG, 

2. Sir Pore1val Griffiths, oeacit.,, p.l57, 

3, IR&d· 
4. 

5. 1b1da., poro 'm. 
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The 10\"J' rDte of assossnent. the cheap laboUl' ond 

good tran$Portat1on fae111tios naturally lncroasod tho flow 

of fo.roign capital into plantations and henco by 1696, siX 

thousond ocros of l&nd in the Kannan Davan Hills \1GrO 

undor plantation crops of which tea, ctnehona and coffoo 

occUpied 3.135 .• .1,391 and 1,357 acres roepoctively. 1 Thls 

penetration of foreign C$p1tc1 into plantation 1ndl.lstr1os, 

1ndood, oponod up new oppO-rtun1ti.os for ogriculturDl and 

non-Llgricultural t#pansJ.on. ln addition 'to tba\, LlS a 
result of coneistant por$Uat:;1on by t.ha British outhor1t1es. 

tho Government of Travaneore aboliGbod ttle stuto oonopoly 

in Comtil:Oditios l1ko popper 1n 1860 Cftd tobacco in 1863. 

Thus •the co:maerciel rosou"os of tho country received en 

1mpetuo unknor;n before. •2 As a coneaquenco of tho abolition 

of Qonopoly of pepper trado, tho local traders were no~J froo 

to buy popper from inland ryots .and oell in the boot market. 

For o period of 9 Y.oar o botweon 1012-eo tho pepper market 

wDs stobllsod and tho pepper trade over~ged Rs.2. BJ. lot:.hs. 3 

ln 1663 tobacco monopoly was olso abollchod. BefoJ:o ita 

abolition, tho Govornmont hed beon the sola supplier of 

tobacco. Duo tu tho abnlition of tobacco monopoly tho 

petty trDdGro could ocquiro their tobacco cheaply for t1lsn

solvoo. t:lth tha removal of Governnent fram tho duty of· 

1. Sir Percival Griffiths, Slb&J.t. • p.J.59. 

2. v. Naga:a HiyDh·, Jlt..SAS1 , Vol. III • p.lS4. 

3. Robin Joffray • .Qr£11,QJ ,oUara£,,.Qgminanct.th p. 96. 
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eupplying tobacco as a m.lddlo men,1 . t.he tobacco trade 

boesae mor-o p"ofitoble. 

Apart fx-om the dwolopnont of publ.ic works deport-

ment, tho grov.Jth of plantation industries. abolition of 

stato monopoly in eanmodities 11ko popper and tobacco. 

tho tspioea cu.lt:Lvat1on in the plttin lands and bock water 

roc:lanation for xo1eo in the coastal bolt.2 tho denDnd for 

lDboUJ' Gboth sktllod and unskilled in British lndlan 

provinces ~nd t~.1o ovorsoa$ Br1t1sh t&rritorios 11ko Ceylon 

and Maur1tius•3 clso bolpod the grov-Jth of cash economy in · 

TrllVanc:.ore. ln llddit1on to that the expansion· of a:-ea.undor 

cult.1vation4 couPlGd with the dovelopmont of 1ndustr1os 

lik.o eo1r, CllehO\"iftut. epinning and wooving Clftcl leather 

industry .also couaed rapid Geonomic chango in tho laG\ 

quarter of tho l.9th centurY'. The trade and CC'.linnlorce, 

pal'ticulfJX'ly oversees trade, developed .t.n an u~recedontod· 

manner. The danend for coconut products in Amer1ea and 

aaopo increased considerably. Between 1810 to 1000 the· 

value of GXport of coconut prodUcts from Travonc:oro incroacod 

1. J.W.cJ,. pp.96-97 

2. P., 1\. Gopinathan Nau. 0 !ducot1on .;lnd G'OC1o-E.conom1c 
Change in Kerala 1 "1}3-1941.• ,§Smi91 .~ent1SS• t.~orch 1976, 
Vol.4, No. S, PP• 30-31. 

3. Quot od in ,Jl'otJ. , P• 30. 

4. In 1920-21 tho not oreo G0\\11 for various crops t'Kl& 
2Q,08,960 ocr·es and in' 1931· it increased to 22,01,29a 
acroe. sao 

. ,t;gnnyg oj lDd!Q T!:avan;org .J.231, p.22. · 
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more t.ban dOuble. The value of coconut products like 

copra and other f1bro .ort1e1es rooe from R$. 30.43 lbkho 

in .l87.L t.o 68.&9 lakhs in l8'J1. 1 

TheSG OCOftQnie elulngos &ffeetod not only the c~sto 

Hindus and non-caste Hindus but also affected untouchoblos 

lika EZhavas. TherQfo.ro, the eoo:-gence qf middleeloas in 

Trevoneoro. unlJ.ko other parts of south India. mero, 

"tho naw middle class sO far as Hindus wars concerned t'IBS 

almost \1holly o single coste class, the Brabnino, and 

conointod ooinly of the lfA'llte collar prof esoion, 2 r.rao f:ra:n 
' 

Trovonccro was the second m.os't literote state in 

India• tho first being the state of COcht.n. 3 Tho mai~ 
reasons for the growth of ~ation \"lore the activitios 

of Chz'1St1an m1ostonar1es and tho enthusiaSAl oho_, by 

Travancoro Government to 

dofray tho entire cost of education of ita poople 
in OJ:'dor tho't thoro might ba no baek\'".:at:dnaso in 
tho ep.reod of enl1ghtertaent among than, bu. t by 
cliffusion of edUcation that they might boccrne 
better subjects and public oorvants that the 4 reputation of the state a:a1ght be advanced thereby. 

1. tee, IJ:Q~QQSS@ Am&nia1;£§1vg Jlqp9£lg 1BU!:11 tg 1'81:5!2. 

2. a.r.1. Dhatio, •Growth and Ccmposition of t.11dcllo Clasa tn 
south Indio ln Ninoteanth century,• Jnd&aRars;on~iS PQi 
.Gm;ial Higtqry l)qv&ftt/t Vol. II, No.4, O:to 1'9 t P• 1. 
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ln J.a34 TrDVDncoro Govorrment ntortod ito English sclloolo 

and in ordor to attroct moro and moro otudonte to those 

cehools Goveri'Qont providod not only freo odueet1on but alco 

gavo on cnourit of Rs.2.00 OS scholarship for otudying 

Gngl1oh.1 In addition to th~t tho snoll poDcant ptoprlotora 

ond tononto t:ho bad c;ubotantiol economic indc:;:>ondcmco octad 

as a otimulDnt for Gduc<.ltional gro\vth. 2 Duo to tho 1nfluom:o 

of tho obovo mont1onod fc?Gtors Trav~:mc:o~:o had' in 1070 ono 

vornacular cehool per J..9 square oilos end for 192 1nhob1tants. 3 

Thoro wore 364.810 litoreto porson·s ln 1901. out· of which 

J..4 .869 \'10%'0 literate in English. 4 Xn 19()4....05 tho total ' 

number of sehoola w•o 3t620 ~nd total numbor of seholcrs 

t1oro 195.999 as against 2,337 schoolo and .193. W echol..:lrs 

in .1903-04. 5 

Tho hi9hOJ:' odueation ;ot eollogo l.ov,ol upto gradUation 

also modo tr011cndouo progrono. In 1911 thoro \·:oro six 

collot~os out of t:tl1eh 4 \-JCire orts co11ogon ~nd ono a tru1ning 

D!la1 iocuod o receipt t-oich roaolvod to dofr:cy tho entire 
coot of tho edl.~etion. t..:Uotod in ,t4a1n&RS.&:~a,.tjJUt..i3JF..9!:1..9f 
T.£,DX,r!:;pp£.9..l.2.3fo-:3..1, p,19 7. 

1 • .1)£r_nJo JiC:J!Jl.Y.d~, 23rd Novanbo.t 1924, pp.l end 4. 

2. P. :1. Gopinuthon t~oir, nl!ducction and :;ocJ.o-Uconc;JiC 
Cho09o in ltc:;rolo,a ;.;:;cJ._a} r;s,&P.D$ipjj, Vol,4, r~o.a, :.~c~h 
197U, p.29. 

3. i~Dgam •·ilya, .ga,_cu!., Vol. II, p.459. 

4 • .!~.,O!lpt!JLOf Xf't~t\q.J'J:',.ny,c~or~JStP.le ncport, pp.20!•3, 

St. fr'O:l ti1o r::oc!dc:~tiol odtlrooo oi um·.u;m ot the cot:oncl 
ooot!n9 of tho croo ~.::ulo Po:,>ul~r 4~esoably ctl1ch ~on 
hola in .. ,:r1vandru~ on 2J.G't u:toilor 19aa. 
::::J{fin!l{j~~~~~~Qd t:wtng of *£1 i-lu).JRl £!-qJLf!.J! 
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collego and ono a sanskrit eolloge. 1 In 1903 Travoneoro 

Govornment epont 9.56 per cent of tho totol rov-onuo fo~: 

edUcct1on. 3 The. lovol of female education t-Jos olso fer ln 

advcnco to that of othor states. Altogothar the provineo 

had in 1900 a tot.ol number of 19,59,999 students out of 

which 45,t>70 ~ero rsomon. It was 13.2 p~ cent of the 

school going g1rl population between the agoG of 5 ond 15. 3 

But all thoeo educcrtional faeilitios ~Jere obtainable 

only to upper class Hindus ond tho Cbl'1st1Dns. Rigid 

pollut.ion rogult:rtions did not allow th~ low· caote peoplo to 

cntor the sirkar !;Chools. Therefore. till the end of tho 

19th century, th:e schedU1ed caste and other untouchable 

caotos could not got much· opportunities fot educ.ot1on. 

Tablo 16 shows the details of educational stotus of various 

ecstes and communities. 

,IabAg:!§4 

Educational status of Vilrtous Castoo/CO:::lunit1oo in 
•• • Ir aVtl!JS o~:;g 

Ngmo "of tno Ro. of ~5 io NO. of ' •• 
~.) to 

Castes oducutod· total odueotod totol 
•• .. maAsua malgs fs;mDlog fmalen 

Brc:lhmin& 10,196 50.19 241 1.33 
Ksh&triyas 645 ~2.02 116 9.56 
nmbt.:llavooi 1,315 3J..67 65 1.~2 
NO)'llrS 46,373 21.27 2,656· 1.19 
tzhuV()S· !l,92S 3 • .15 93 0.05 
Po:royas 192 0.60 - -!Julayiln 183 O.J9 - -1.1uolioo 6,524 9.27 00 0.12 
Chr1ot1ana 29,057 12.42 J. ,593 0.613 
Europecno 131 a7.33 83 7V.2U 
Gur4loianc 320 40.97 157 22.tfl 

1 • .£ntl.,';\L? of l.nfj1a l'£PVDDSO,Fe 12,\l, Vol.xxv, Part I, p,CS. 
2. E£.owrJ!na.!1 .. .9i g1l11J:\a. .... £m?..,ult:!£ ~§pSfRblX 1200, p.l7. 
3. lb&.£2... p.1a. 
4., .Cnnr:un of Tx:Dvancorg 1876 • p. 245. 



I 53 J 

In 1896 for the fust tituo Trovc:meoro Govorrtilont 

,prov1dod grant-in-oid for tho estDbliehment of schools 

for bt.u:kt:Ja%'d commun1tios. 1 ln J.904 uoverrment of Travc:meore 

aecoptod tho rerponeibility of 1mpat:ting froe primary odu

cetion to all the people i.r.J"Gq;lective of castes, cr~ed or 

raco. 2 It was 1ndoed a stimulent for the educoUon of 

beck.v.:ard elossos. In 1905, 5,591 backward class students 

studlod in 221 &ehool e. vl11ch we~e eonstl.'ueted for thon, 

and in tho next year both students and schools increased 

roepoctivoly to 5,907 and 276. 3(Table 11). 

Ieblo;-t4 
Number of aoett\'1Brd Cl&so PUpils Undor Instruction ln 

.~taxaosq;q . 

" 1 ' I •• • i m :: ::. ::xoai ·: ~;!:: . :: ::: 
caste 0 ·LUi 1 r.u: 

'' '1205, a. P.t j t :&2Q§ 6.. !l. l 
Pulayus 2,266 2,513 

Parayao 2,252 2,464 

Vol~ns 4!i7 294 

lturovao 340 270 

Kcnios 220 194 

VodDX'S 00 166 

1. kg0sl.U~ of ~ndia J:!.:.PXfJJiCOrg, Vol.XXVIII, Port I, 
Report, P• 33. 

2. Na9a:a Alyu, gp.cit, • Vol. II, p,482, 

p.a3. 
r.:~<Jably 
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In 1911 the .re$trictions on tho llctlios;S.on of Pulaya 

Dnd other bacl:wol'd c lll ss c:h11dron to deportrnontDl schools 

for ·bcclt"-vard classes wore rQDovec~1 and by 192a-29 oll 

epociDl schools for tJ.aekword clnsaoa rJoro converted into 

general catogory. 2 

EVen though tho oducDtional expansion off octod all 

strat~ of Trovancoro society, it tsD:s not uniform tmong tho . ' . ' ~ 

various sect1ono of the soc1oty. Tho Christians and tho 

ca st.G Hindus ge+•ez'ally took groat or cdVantago of edueDt1onol 

fac111tios than tho ,@yagpo,& and the Muslims. Those edUco-. . . 

tional ad\toncsncnt of Ch.tistians and caste Hindus l"ma duo 

to proferontial facilitios and eeono:nic. copac1ty. The 

Christians had tno support of Christian miso1onor1eo 1.'iiho 

manogod 416 schools out of 1901 schools in 1300-87 poriod. 3 

t.horeas the ca&to H!ndUu got vo.ry ·good .c.upport frco tho 

Govorn:nent. Tcble 19 shows tho occUpation of tho parents 

or guardians of pupils feu: 1897 and .1899. · 

1. T.l<. Velu Pilla1, sn.slS. , Vol. III t PP• "7.3:)-6. 

2. 6biiJLt P• 737. 

3. Tho following table showo the nunbor of s:hoolo undeJ." 
govornnont &nd private ild;'•.~iatri:ition for the. yoar 1000-97: 

t.,n~:~ 

GOV GL"lWl ent 
t:liss1on 
Native 

Tota.l 

226 226 
398 416 

:: i!l :::&i :: 
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I p bJ 11':!21 

Occupation of Parents/Guardians of Pupils for the 
\'Etill!i 1§9 7 Q!)(ll J.!?92 • 

J~&o. of 
pupils 

uundor 
lnstru-· 

----·-·--------·-·------__.st,~gn 
Gov ernmont servants 

Teacher 

9,823 

2,174 

' it 

~to No. of 
totol pupils 

undm: 
instru
E:Y-on 

6.1 11,619 

Landlords and agri
culturists 

78,007 ' 48.4 

2,349 

87,765 

Vakils o.a 
Labourers and Coolies 38,127 23. a 
Trader~ und l.1orehants 14,262 8.9 

Arti oan s s.s5 7 
othor unt;peeified a,.L33 

J.,?lO 

40,179 

J. 7,193 

a,oo.l 
9,954 

~'to 
totDl 

6.5 

1.3 

48.2 

0.9 

22.6 

flu& 

TDbla 19 sho~.s tha~ in 11:$97, pupils lt.:.S)Oso parento hcd 

white coll~r jobo like Gov~rment corviee teaching c.:nd lar1 

accountod for a.3 per cant of the total students in TrDvancore 

and nlightly ineroaood to a. 7 por cent during 1~9. cut at 

tile eolloges their percentegos sto.udily 1ncroaaod. 2 Tho 

children of land lords and DgriculturtJl cluasoa cccountod for 

48.4 por cent of the totDl studenta. sane v:oy tho enrolment 

raton of chlldl-oo of trdders ClOd morchants was El.9 in lli97 

and 9.6 in lG99. These throo ooctiono togott.or occupied 

1. ~1JiAtW1on flop_prt ;,f T.J.:~Y..B"co;e A.l32,6:i.?. para 667, 
699. p. • 

2. P, i<. GopinGthan NDlr, .QR• cit. • P• 36. 
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about 6a por cent of the total student populction. At tho 

samo tirno tho ehildten of labourors. coolies, ClrtiGDno otc. • 

togett\er accounted for 34 per cent of the students \\flO 

studJ.ed at different stt1gos. 

In tho sphero of edueDt1on the CD&"to Hindus und tho 

Christians enjoyed an overwhelming superiority ovor non

costo tl1ndlls ano ~.1usl1mfu Table 20 $howe tho number of 

oclue Dtod males and f cmolos in each community of Travancore 

\·Jith percont{lgo dnd also gives a compDtison with 1875. 

I.abAt:a?l 

Ntmber Qf liducated t\ales e>nd fcmalos in Each eommunitioo 1. , , , , .a.l Tra'!&DC,;0£9 

Proportion PrOpor~ Liter~to 
Litorate of literate t1on 

to the totDl in 167.; 

_,.,,~1 -::::-: - I?l :1 ~~bf::::=~ 14) : ; :: itH 
Brahmins 
Kshatriyao 
A:nbolavos1 
NDir 90,542 
Ezhovon 24,996 
Parc..ya ma 
Pul6Y~ 4,031 
;.tuslio 11, i09 
Chz-1 ot1on o 56 ,537 

51.12 
32.37 
2B.20 
37.47 

12.10 
2.35 
0.39 
1.26 
~.29 

50.18 
52.02 
31.67 
21.27 16,673 
3.15 1,0&9 
0.60 91 
0.19 630 
9.27 91,2~ 

12.42 9,454 

Proportion vropor
of literato t1on in 
to tt•e totol lt37J 
f=vlo in l'-''9~ l§l: I <71: 

7. J.t) 

20.13 
5.11 
6.69 

-
0.25 

-

1.3:; 

J..52 

J..l9 
o.oo 
--

0.12 
o.ua 

This tDblo ohows the U!)pcr coste lower e.oote dl~t~rity 

in the field by edUcdtion. The caste Hindua und Christiano 

tvoro for Dlloud vf non-cunto Hindus und tho f.1uol1os. 
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In the field of English education ~lso tho casto 

HinduG· ond Chzist1Dns dem1nilted non-caste Hindus and tho 

Uuolims. ~cording to 1891 Cenwo there wao in travoncore 

3,4:U. English litaratos .... that was l3 in ov~rv 10,000 \"Jal"O 

educatod .in l!nyJ.~sh langucge. ·Taking tno firot in ordor of 

the number the arf,jtnins had 881 fngllsh edueatod pooplo. 

tho second .;nd third pleces roes>ectivoly oecupiocl by Noyors 

and Christiano with 614 and 600. At the sane timo the 

Ezhdvas, tho l..1us11ms and the Pa.r:ayao together conotitu\ed 

only 126. 1 The f~c111t1es were not. ~ccosGiblo to the low 

eaotos. But o fett E&havas caning fran land holding ft.:il!l1oo2 

bad a little Opportunity to ontor tno Englitil education. In 

tho ec;,:rly part of tho 20th century this corr.munity hcd 
' . 

achieved surpt'is1ng gro\rth in tho field of English oducation 

while tho number of English edUe~rt.0d. EzhGVDs in 1001 t.roe only 

so, 3 in 1931 it 1ncrodsed· to 5•2.02 (Table 21). 

Iaole-.aA4 

J2\l!.O.!snt1Jont .•. ~f Q)gJ.J. .. uh EdUAD.t,on A.'no~ Yarigun C«.'::nyn&tt.,o,.g 

ilfoto :~n ~Wf§ 1\1~ io 4J;j1: : 
Drahmino 
tJoyaro 
Cltti otian o 
L1usl1mo 
6ZhllVilS 

l. !bid.. pp.504-0. 

3,007 

S,446 
.1.0,129 

299 
1,441 

4,221 a,a26 
14,169 18,606 
24,059 27,296 
1,159 1,603 
4,529 !>,202 

2. R.~bin Jeifrat t ntho T onplo t;ntry t1ovoont in TECIVc.Jncoro 
J.~o-1940," se...sit., P• a. 

3. Son s;JJ D of Tu,v 2,neor p .lB"rJ.A, pp. J.04-5. 

4. t-eo, .\asmSU'i Reports of 1911, 1921 and 1931. 
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Tho abovo mentioned f4Ctoxs lod to the onorgonco 

of a middlo class drawn f:r:an various religions Dnd co stoo 

in Travancore. 



gjbfiPH U 

Il'Je iQ:i!l-lJ,.t:~up aa.IG&pus ~ggaou;l!o Qf I•·u: iJAfi Wf!\X"tt• 

a·taJittA Prl atP.''\t."\1'.!;'\ X<M:i·l 

The relativel.y low posi.tion of tile EzhavDs ln tho 

casto stJ:uc'ture ~f Travaneore has been highlighted in tho 

last chapter. The focus of this eh&~ptor 1s on the origin 

of tho Ezhd.va com:nunity, their soeio-eeonomic condition, 

the s:aorgonce of a middle class within the Sznavas, tho 

adVent of sreo Narayana Guru, his. socio-roligiouo rofoms 

and tho contribution of both the Ezhava middle e lass and 

...roe Narayana Guru to the fo.zmation of the s. N. o. P. Yoglml. 

Tho first roeorded reference about tho Ezhovoo is 

in tho Tbari S£Ppally inscription belonging to tho 5th 

y GOt o£ ~1ng sthDnu ilavi { 848-49 A. 0. ) of iter ole. 1 Though 

Elt::!llltula:n Kunjan Pill~i is of tho opinion that ti.a.l 12th 

contuzy 1\• o. 'tho \".i~rd Sz~cvae indicated not il eecto but 

tho ntmo of an oecupat1on,2 tho TDnjoro inceripticn of 

Rll ja Rc:~ ja Chola (965•1013 ~~ u.) related 1t to ccsto ond 

occupot1on. 3 In all probability tho foro~tion o~ tho ~uvao 
4 as CJ casta took :-;luce by tho and of tho lOth eontury. 

1. In th1e inscription, ,-..yyanadigol Th1ruvad1, tho thon 
ruler of Vonad, grontod his "Vidups• to tto thilris~ppally 
built by ~co da 1 upir (ott 1\uralt.tt ori ttol~. In thi o ar Ql.J 
bad lived four fa:nilies of ~zhC)V.;o in \'\ttaieh t11oro r;e4o 
o1gnt toddy tappera und one fcn1ly of wasllarmon. They 
1..'\Jere S<ct:lptod from sever~l t~JCoe. 
&lankul"'-~ ,,unjon l-'1llu1, .ttuc.U.gs in i)grgl1.1 t;iatgn, 
•'Ottoyaa, a'IJ. ""• ~ t 19l:J, pp.3'"fl•3. - . 

2. Idau. l.)._q£aj~ ctla.Ji.i.tr .. c....J;J.:.q,ec•Qf:W.tll (t.,ul~yillC'Il) • l<ott~y~·,,, 
1963, p.l19 (foot noto). 
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Thm:"e 1 s no un<:mimi.,y of opinion among schol.etr a. 

both ethonologists and historians, regarding tho origin of 

tho Szhov.a community. There ere two main vim"Js on their 

gonesi s. One 1 s ba sod on tho theory. of migration fraJ 
. . 

covlon and the other on the proeGss of evolution \"Jithin tho 

soc1oty. A good nurnbor of schol&rs bave gonerolly occoptcd . . 

that the Ezhavas were not the aborgines of Kerala and tl'lDt 

thoy migrated from Ceylon between the first and fifth 

century t-\. o. 1 The origin of t·ho word Th1yy-o2 1 a said to bo 

a corruption of the sanskrit word si!ia.CJ . .( ioland) indicating 

that they originally came from an island und tho ~rd Ezhava 

1 s dor1vod fran .SJhE a corruption of simhc1lum • t"Jhich 

roforred to ~svlon for sovsral c~turies. 3 The t~rd CbQY.H 

is ·said to be a corruption of .&§Xplju v.:t1J.ch means ona tdlo 

J.. \";ill1t:n Logon. t;ljlabq£ ~WJ.i1, ~.:·!adras, l9f».1 Cld edition), 
Vol.l • p • .L43. 
Eckjcr Th~o\lloton, po.s;!£, , Vol. Vli, p.l37. 
L. i<. i-\11uthoitri shna Iyor, .9B• cit, , p. 227. 
C.rl. Innes. {;~qd£t.lp !fi.nt;:!c~ UQ!@tte,g£, ;.,altl.bc.Jr, 1904, 
Vol.I. p.l24. ' 
Nego 1-d.ya, s..s.U,, Vol.li, pp.298-9. 
c.,.=hutlw l.~onon, ;i~hin 3ats ppnyal, Ernet~ulum. 1911, 
p.203. 
Pranei s Day, Ibn..J::.s~c;t of J?e~i!Ut U;;drilSt lvu3, p. 319. 
Vios:her Jacob contGJ:, ,!tgtl!£A from i1olabs, tJadros, 
1002, pp.127-e. 

2. Qzhavns of t<orc"Jlu aro ltnown by diff arent ncmos 1n d1ff orcnt 
p'-Jrt s Qf the country: In southorn Travuncoro and a purt of 
t:1o Co: trol Travoncoro Szhavas, in Northern Travoncoro und 
a !>Ort og ~antral Travoneore Chovans, in soutil Trevanc:ora 
ulonoro, in r.ialabar Thiyyos and in l;oOUth ConarD [JilwDe. 
<;nn;ur o~ ~n~a, T.£~.vqnco£g l90z1,, Vol,;\.ltVI, Port 1, deport, 
P• 211. ~oo 4,.; co, 
,X&vg:tRi®!t::il• .,:a~rtwry-l:·iareh J.9J.6 (l~tmbGm 1091 ::,e) • pp. 344-51. 

3. K. P. rucmane~hcJ t'tanon. History of l~erola. Vol. III • Ernakulam 
1933 p.424. 
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works Ot' sorve, a description of tho position they hold in 

the country of thoir adopt1on. 1 or. Cttldwoll observos 1n 

his ttEsssys on tho T1nnovoll1 Shanara0 thc.~t uzt is tolorubly 

cortain that tho EzhDvas and Tiyas \~O cult1vcto tho coconut 

polm of .travanccu.~e aro d&scendanto..tshanar eolon1os fran 

Ceylon." Thero are trc;ces. of a common origin among the 

Tr<wDncoro Ezhavas. 2 Dr.· Palpu, the foundor C>f the s. N. o. P. 

Yogam. ~as also of 'tne view tndt the E%ihavas cc;;oe from Coylon 

and that, they brought fran ceylon coconut and Palmyra t.reocl 

to lndla. ~ -sovoraJ. scholars continuo to hold tho migration 

theory. K. Ot::modaran, tho author of ..Ebnax,e, k!!a£1.Srsn. 

provido& · sGVCX"al similorit1es betwoon tho EzhllVCl& of Travcncoro 

end tho Simh9las of Ceylon, is one of them. The $1r.l1loritioa 

in the namo of Ezhen snd Ezhavar. fj,!Q&u:nai:Jssrtflu!£!3, lun of 

1nhar1tance, absonco of pr1osthood stoturo Dnd complox1on 

of tho bociy dro pointed out by Damodaron. 4 To juotify tho 

cigration theory, Dcmodaran assorts thDt tho Egh<JVDo of 

1.~ 
~$ton ~Y~• 0 Chovu is supposod to bo a corruption of 
sovolto or cex'VJnt casto." .Qa.c1t., Vol,II, p.292. 

a. 

3, sao ur. Palpu•s presidential uddroso in connection ~ith 
the 1ndUst.r1cJl exhibition hold at Quilon in 1904. ~G 
,nufslda)lL'i!h Stii fobrUf!J:Y 1905 (ZO l.1akorc.-n lOGO :.IE) t p.97, 
sao o so, fA&V.aSg fBilffiA of Q£} ~lllp!h Filo No.l9 \·u"l1ch 
onc:losed hs address !i:.~.;:.1. &L. • &\10\"J ueJ.hi. Soo ols:> tho 
letter l7r1tton to t.1ahata:w Gandhi on 12 l'lpril 1925. 
kr1vate fc.lW}EA pf,.pr., ftJ.lR!h File No. I, 

4. K. Dt.:.rlodar;m, JBhQV§ ~axi:tJ:£ih Vol. I, Trivanclrltil 1110 I~G 
(1935-36), p. • 



'. 62. 

TrsvDncoro W"Gro, os the Simbclas of Ceylon, Buddhist& 

earl1Ea. His only argunont to provo this is that 11lte the 

Buddhists,. the Bm~vas alec W\U'O freo from tho 1nfluenco of 

pr1osts. 1 This aJ:gument of Buddh:i.ot trsd1t1on \-:aa adVanced 

by c. v. Kunjuraman ond Palpu (junior), 41\'Gn bofora 

oomocta.ran. c. v. K.unjuraman' s .tntcrprotation of tho t":Ord 

•Cbovano tr.as dot1ved from the Tam1i -rJOtd .&!ll!lL~.k! \-.hlch ooons 

(l mendic.ant or a J&!i §bu (BUddhist). 3 According to Polpu 

(junior) a 

Assuning thSD ao mll as establidled thtlt tho Ezhavao 
celnle f~an CGylon, 'the question ia tttat -::as tnoir 
l'el1g1on dlon they !mmi~at.ed into i~erula. Tba~ it 
was Buddhisn is c:loar fX"om tho follo\ung circu:notoocos 
(1) ln the oo.x.-ly centuries of tho c:::hr1s't1an era 1.-Jle.n 
t.h. a comm. . unit.y in. all probabili.. ty sottled in I<.erD1o1 the prevailing religion of Ceylon t1£1e Suddh1sn: (21 
In several parts of TJ'avancoro DQlitharn is still 
\~.I'Glilppod as a danesUc deity. mo CCJn thio 
ttCbJ.thor0 bG excepted. Si.dba or st.dhartho, ono of the 
$andtr1~ srnonyms of Lord BUddle, In PDravur, Quilon, 
thoro 1s ~111 a sacrGd grave called 11Ch1th.an "avu• 
and tank called, 0 0l1'than Kulem, • (3) In f.JCJnu' s 
~ston of cDates thero 1s no mention of eithor 
0 Chovea- or TiyyD ae a costa. this cxa1anl.on la 
slgnif1cont os a tondency to confirm tho viot"J that 
tho Ezhavo Co:E.Qun1ty did not form a Hindu coot e. 3 

1. It is gonortllly ottributod that tho VDttis wore tho prieeta 
of Ezhevae. 'lut Damod-.lran cays thot tho Vattia \":oro not 
tho1r pr1ont ..tnd thoy ~Jero only a .e.0£&1suJ:mJ, or a ooiotant, 
JB!cla. • pp, 321-2. 

2. c. v. Kunjurcman, PThe Thiyya s, n in W,ltava~, I.~orch 1916 1 
p.24. . 

3, Proeidentiol 1-\dd.:rooG of or. Pe~lpu (junior) on tho 13th 
~tnn\Jell mooting hold at c..<,u11on on llth end 12th f.lcy 1916, 
~iftkffrSP.a. Juno-JUly 19.16 (r.lithunum 10Jlr.1S) • No.3, 
o .~ I , p,5l. · 
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As tho o1grat1on thooi'Y is basocl on vaious ccatterod 

ot1oolog1c:al •. litoraqt and traditional ass\Qptiono, the 

Cl"xoiVDl of 'tho · .ezhavae f.JtOm Ceylon &-«Jain a e subject. of 

eontrovors.y OiiJong scbolart:S. The seholarn \--:ho renounce tho 

· migration thaos:y &J:'G of tho opinion tbat tho ptoce es uf tho 

ovolutlon of Bzba.vaw took place within· t.ho t;OCJ.ety. El.amkule:n 

Kunjen P1lla1. ~ VctJ:Y tAet1culoua scho1~ of Kerala histo~. 

staton that all co:nmunitles .tn t<or~le except tl'le Brah:u1no are 

1ndlgenouo. 1 K. .Doooda~:an op1nos that· all caotoe lnclud.lng 

tho N&mboOc:IJzi e anorgoc:l out of ~o changes in the modo of 

procluc'tion. 2 But &r•l• s. Ndnboodii:1pad nays Uwt c:all c0llr.lun1-

Ues in Ksalo belong to tho GCQO J"ace of tho l\tayarG nnd the 

HaabOoditio: end boeane dlv1d0d os a rosult of Cilsto &YstCD 

besocl on land holding. 3 To Krishnan tho oigration dtoZY 1o 

a fictitious crootion of tho Narilboodiri Gruhnins. 4 Lased on tho 

culture, lew of 1nherf.tonee, stylo of 11fe etc., T.K. r.1odhOVBft 

oonerved thot tho Nayaro and the Ezbovaa or1g1nolly bolonged to 
~ 

tho sane voz:na.;;,) According to c. v. Kunjuramsn the Gahilvil a 

2. K. Do:nodaron, l)f!rolo kbot:itrg 1 Trichur, 1962, p. 157 
3. a.u. ~ Naobooclir1p~d,~~t?a~aY.,q~ 1Q I)Cf:'_ol~, &coboy, 

19!)2, p. 40. Gut ho . r;e a . tod t t)t i.l group of poiple 
otczrr~ted to Itoralo. · 
IdP• _i)erqlo }( .. 4@&\@t.c:\av, ;roAA!* _!Jp.,g~ ColcuttD • 1968 p. 25 
N. R. i~r1 tbn,un, .u;nuler '~nn!-9 .. IQn.t:-;p, Trichur, 19®, p. 73 
T.K.i.lodhDvcn, ~ ... Qt'Jnl:'l,u. (tt Life Hlotory of or. Polpu), 
iull.Y l'OVi cad bJ .th:ll1'Iputtu t<.unjultrichnc:.!n • .;htmpCdt l~llor.,pv, 
1969 • p. a. · · , · · ... .,_ ' ' 
sri ~t ..a:ltot Kunhoppa ol co bold the ocmo v1ow 1n hio aJ"tielo, 
«PihJ.yyarude Cheri trc:u oru VJ.hoga Vee!; chcno 1 ,tt r11 Ut 0. ,C. 
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woro the naUvoo of Kuala end th('.{ lived olong ~Ji.th the 

Nayars as a ei&'tOl' g~:oup and V~ere sopal"atod fran them 

aft~ds. tt.hon a p ~ty of Bud&ai st a cs:no to Km:ula to 

eave Buddlllets fran Brllhmin begenony the Nayars supported 

the Brahmins and tho Eahevas stJPpor'ted the Buddllsts. Olen 

Buddbisn declined the Eznavas lost status to t&l1rs and 

boc am o on inf er1or ca st o. 1 

Among th(} modern scholars P~ AlexandO%' subserlboa 

to the v1en that the Ezhavas deseondod from the Buddhist 
J ' • 4 , 

, eq:rnnunity tn Kor~la t111eh included both Ceylonose .!mmigrents 

llnd r.1alayal1 c:onvorts and \,non Buddhisn fell on ev:1l day a, 
' • • • I ' 

, the Buddhists \"JOro relogatod to Dn in£ orior statu c. 1 To 

l.~urkot K.unhappD• tho E?.ht.tvas woro Buddhist and "then the 
' c 

Tlya ravErtad to pre-Buddhist roliyion, ho prof o;c.rcd pro

Jiryan deities 11ko Sliva Dnd 'K&li for ~:rorship. Ho ~ s, . . 

theroforo. tln undesiroble and an out caste. slipping down 

lnto an untouchable ond en unepproachable bocauso oven the 

Nembood1r1 fa:rtilios tibo practiced 1\yurveda &Yst<m of medicine 

aro considered as bolonging to a lower rung of the Brahmins tJnd 
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.oro kno\1n a a Musads. al In dlort, tt~ilen Buddh1Si'J complotoly 

cl1eappoaJ:ed frcm Keralo duo to t.no rov1v&11sn of H1ndu1SD 

and tho ineroas1ne influonto of urattn1nt.i.2 the Guddhiato 

wore absorbod into H1ndu1sn c:aa an infor1or coste. 

'though in social Gtatus tho E&b.!lV&s v1oro eonaldorod 

untouchobles 1 econcmieolly and oducationolly thoy w~e not 

so pool: Ds the ether polluting canmunitleo. ThiJt i"Joa 11/tly 

~ong tho untouehDbles of Kotala only .EzhavD s eould produeo 

a middle class. 

Agrlculturo, formed the oo jOJ" occupation of the 

OzhDvaa. t·hlo t'JCJ;u olso active ln 1ndustsy and trade. 3 Thoro 

soems to be some 1nser1pt1on ubout ttad1t1onol occupation of 

tho Eahavas. nlmost all historical llccountn an Korela 

doecribos tho eznovDo as tappors and tenders of the coconut 

palm and dl still ore of liquor. Though tho tapping of toddy 

and d1 stilling of orraelt and tho solos of theoo artie los 

rJoro only dono by the E•mavce, 1t r1us only on OCC:t.JllD'tton of 

o min.o~i<ty of EzhavDo.,
4 it ia, theroforo, orroncous to 

1. eu~::ot ~<unhnppo, arhiyyaa of l~oriJlu,n JR.Y'!J.m121" !pdian 
.Uiotoa CQniafg t91§, p.48. 
Iir. !Jolpu ( un or OCfOt "If thon OUr pooplO iEzhDVD.tl 
rJcro Duc2dl'l1ot t<'hen c:o oattlod in thio lDnd oi"PerUJDi o, 
tlle rol1g1ouo cntiputhy of tne Hindu cuoto ~1111 explain 
our cxclucion from Hindu tenplos, r-Jlen \"JG rovorted to 
tho old Hinciu faith cuch as tho 1nequol1ty of 'tho 
di ctinet!on encn·JO t'.:hon the/ r-.ront to ~or ship in tho li1ndu 
ta:1ploc thiJ~ eoli r:cC>ect cust hvvo lod thGn to rooent 
ti•O treatment and to eGtcbl1 sh taJploo of thoir Qt;,:n .. n 
Jli! ottq,dgx;;i\h Jun o-Ju 1 v, 1916 • p. 51. 

a. ~__!$J..n,u...i!i~~:i• Filo r~o.I Ci'f~:At.}. 
3. zoo fo~ dotci.a Chaptor l. 
4. ~e ~ !12!· p.125. sao oleo. '. ' 

~~ ouPl!J • Q?• US•,, Vol. III • p.l2. 

I 



attr1buto this occupation to tho c;antlunity ilG a l"3lolo. 

Tho sarcastic cet:lment of t~lurkoth Kunhllppa thst, 0 Thoro 1o 

not enough coconut troos to go round if entire co .. ;munity 

of ovel" half o croro uer~J to clamber up those pa.lmo in 

search of toddyul is quito relovent. By the ond of tho 

J.9th contuxv only 36 in a thousand followad th!o so eollad 

traditional oceupation. 2 In fact 1~ ~as tho ocetipot1on of 

tho pooroot eoetion of tho community. 3 

1\griculturo was, tndood, the pronihent occupation 

of tho Ezhovae. 4 In tho matter of ownorsh1p of tho land the 

Ezhavas of Tr(l\faneoro pooseenod third position just bolot·.r 

tho Ni.lyl.u:o and Christians.~ In Northorn Travancoro in 1904 

out of 26l big l~nd lord&, Who were paying Re~lOO o~ moro ~s 

lend tax per annum, oight were Sznavas Clnd in contrul 

Trav&neoro at lonst four 'groat' Ezbav.o fowil1es which 

r1vollod tnoso of local Nay Drs. 6 l\c:;cordin9 to lG'N ,Cggsu.D 

tho total nwnbar of tzhuvao engcgod in tho cultiv~tion of 

land in TrDvancoro t•Jas 26,S9J. o.r 14.2a por cont. of tile totlll 

t'lalo populvt.ion. 7 .ncong tt.o propertied cl&ssoa in Tltlvancore 

-··------·------------------1. Uurkot Kunha;)pu • ~rltot JSt.rnpfa!! ( Biogrc.-phy tjDlcyOlt::n) • 
lto'i;tayo, l~7J, p • .. 1. ~oe o oo, 
IdGJ, 0 Th1yyao of Kerola,a .o;....ci,l .. , p.47. 

2. T •. ~. Volu villoi, ,sm. ci~ .. , Vol. III, p.47. 

3. Thlrlt3loton, .2rb Fi,, t Vol. II • p. 395, 

4. t:J.llico Logan, £-iuAoboe (.lanu~. Vol. I, p,ll7, 

5. ~&vekodnvt..-:1, J£Jnuury-Feb.ruorv 1900 (Uak.:.~re:n 1084) • p~!)· 

6, Dowon Poshkar t l<ottaye:a to thG. Danan, 26 septO"lber 1904, 
lf-~!cnc:q£.s.J!-oUm?amons. f1.~1 f1o. J.A~ ~ 19~. 

1. _c.eogu..L.Pf .xra.""ansR.£1 18,76, P• 261. 
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Szhavuo occupied third position to tho t~yars Dnd Clu:"J.stiDno. 

OUt of 56,'7?.) persono belonging to tho propertied clDssoo 1n 

Travsncore Eahavae numbered 7,393! 1 Gut majority of the 

Ezhavas rmro sUb-tonunts cmd landloss labourers, but none of 

then ~as bamolos~ 2 Generally tho ~boodirioe, tho biggest 

landlords and Nayarth 'tho largoot bodY of lund holdoro or 

tonants uoad to 1eoso ou't their Juml;l'lr! t:enonts to Eahovilo and 

othors r.ae .XSH'l!!eSttom, Thus most of the Ezhavss wero Gl!ployod 

o1tbcr as tonont foxmors or as agrieulturc:~l labourco. 

According to 1876 Conaus tho total number of agricultural 

· lllbourers cnong the Ezhavas rma 40.400. 3 

It has boon mentioned ~hat the Ezhavco t1ore tho best . . 

oducstod section oong tho untouehobloe. Thoir compartltivcly 

batter econanic conditions na s natur«:~lly given than coro 

odueet.ionQl fac1'!..1tioe. A nunbor of Ezhova fcn111oa in 

Kort1l<1 \~Joro trac.t.l:tiont.J J.ly 1\yurvodie phy cicicna and aotrolo

gso. Thoro t-Jero ol so a numbst of !.ielnaltrit cehol<Jro a11ong 
4 . 

then. fiCeording to so:no oehol~r$ tbio w~o oude poso1bl0 

due to tho influenee of Guddhisn \"ihich reliovod thQ.'D fran 

J.. J..W.d·,. p, 26 .,, 

2. r.1urltot Kunlli,;ppo, O'fh1yyas ~ 1<oralo,0 ,aa...cf,.t. • p.49. 

3. ,g.en Qa Q •• P.U.EJl.xencox:g 1~!4, p. 261. 

4. Fos details ooa, c. n. Kosnvon Vciclhyc:Jn, a1,yurvedovu:n 
Ezllav il CC!i1udhGY ilV~Ea • 0 · 

i{ilitlanu:r i,J. &has~:DrM, aeansk.rita Betshc;ytm Eahuvoru:n.a 
Tho so t\1a crticloo published 1n .~t ftla. e. fl.caS&nYm 
tt•tbilf9 :::oyvroio.f., pp. 74-00 und ~~aJ. ·~nd ooa alao, 
·urlto t<untu~-ppc, nr1yyas of t<orcJlo, 0 .Ql,s,&t, , p.48. . 
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tho prevoil.ing canto rost:-icUons. 1 l'·bilo tho otb.or 

untouchvblos ond polluting clasoos livod under obGCurit.y 

duo to t.,e!J: ignoranco and i111teracy, tho Cahavoo. 

1nr.p1to of boing untoueheblos got 'bottor opponunities to 

.&c-qu1ro knowlodgo 1n variouo fields.. According to 1016 

Cencuo, out of 7,::>89 pOl:'sono \T.no woro returned undor tho 

loarnod professions 233 (0.13) \"Jm:'O Szhovt!ls. 2 t1ost o~ 
then t·;orkod as nyurvodic doctors, f'GGDI in the notlvo 

sehoole and a fcn:J of than practiced ao Vakils. rl n\t:lbOE' of 

UZhavas ";ore <:nt;'·1!Jod 1n todey tspp1ng, weaving and coir 

making ond a snoll ooetion l;JOO l:rusinoao man, toac:.hero, 

· ost&"ologoro. ;\yurvodie ctootors ond SDno!tr1t ,wm,ditn. 3 

~\ccording to tho estimato of )!J.vgfU?Jh:f.XPm• a Uolayol¢n 
. lttL 

monthly published by f.-~ N.D. v. VogC4il, -out, of J.,OOO r .... t)rkora, 

2J.4 wero \"JG&Vero, .U.6 f1o1d lilbouro.tlh 163 cultivLitore 

and .J_cn;11..o..o,. 163 l~bourera, 128 bueineasnen, 1.1.0 toddY 

tt.tpp or o, 20 <>thor t.ork. oro und a s!rlt~J: oorv nnt o. 4 T .tt. 

Volu .P1llll1 oay o tn~t tho gro~ mo jor1ty of' 30 por c ellt of 

\.";;Orkors r.~cso oer1cultur1oto ilnd core than 22 per cent were 

indu striol1 st s eoong. tho t:zhcv ~e. 5 
. Tho co GConc:xaic 

3. .C.eJJ.G!:la.. oX .h,ndiQ T;:o~c:m~Jl.£2 d;tlO;l, n9 >Ort, p.l~2. 

4. JL.\x..~Jl;!QX. Cijla r .:W Oil bcr-Dee em bor 1912 ( Vr1c h1lta:n lOOQ t1 J) • p. 4 7. 

5, T.s<. Volu 1,1llo1 0 gn.s!t.,.. Vol.1Il, p.13. 
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advantages and edtleational improvGmont helpGd tho onorgeneo 

of o m1ddlo eloos within tho eanmunity. 

The other factor "·.bien bl;'ought about change aaong 

t.he Sahavos \"iloS theil:' contact vJJ.th t.he ClU'1ot1un m1os1ona

r1oo. Though tho m1ss1onury ci.Ct1v1ties sr1ept oll over 

tr.ow:mcore by tho beginning of the 19th century undor tho 

patronage of Colonol Munro,1 tho easto HindU dominetod 

Travancoro soe1oty loottcd dOwn on mia!)ionaries as mJ.,9l;Qhlls 

and doritlod their aet.ivitios. This attitude of caste 

Hindus naturolly ul!'god m1ss1onaries t~ make good relation 

c.tith tho Ezhavas. \'llho wore not only tho upper c:asto among 

tho untoucheblco. but also CO:>ipal'at1voly \1011 oducoted und 

oconc:nically \"Joll placed among the low Ctistoa. Uahovao 

also had strong :toasons to Gld1nta1n good rolat1ons \~ith 

tho Christic..no. If the f1rot ono r:ao rol'ltod to ther canto 

d1sao111t1oo, tho oo.cond one tJDs concerned \11th hunanitorian 

Dctivitioo of Chriotiun m1aoioncr1es. The mioeionary 

1. During tho t1mo of COlonel uunro as tho R<Joidant of 
Tr1.1vancoro in .Lulo-.u> ho pat.ronisod the r.aisGionury cet1-
v1tioo end he oocurod tt1o titla •Fati'ler of Chrictiun 
t'aooion in 1rovaneore. a During the texm of off1co of 
Uunro ~a tho Reeident-cum-Dewan of Trovoncoro, Chr1ot1Lno 
obtained o nu:1bcr of pr1vilogea. He urged the t;iahora jo 
of Trovcncore to provldo finunciol oos1 etcneo to the 
cet1vit1oa of Christian f.11sa1onDriee. 
( ~roPfiom ngvgaont 'r· f5grQ&f• Vol. I, p.43). 
T1oy \"~oro exenptod ran po 1 tux und !Jibil9.3 ( obligvtory 
corvJ.c e) • 
( soo H!)bbin Joffrml' • lbSLP:&lloe of,JJax.at.. Dan1rwnce'-PP• 37..()9) • -~ r ,. ... '• ,. ' a • 

knd tho Christian t:trnen v:oro 9retlted tho right to cover 
thoir- broaoto oe Chr1et1ans did in othe:: c.ount:rioo. 

i:i'2:tdit1on t..~ t~wt, in 1B29, it trJas again under Colonel 
r.1unro t:H;t u a;:;yol Proclon"'tion uut,lorioiog convex- a! on 
l·•vo to :.;,o roe;')cetod 1.:~uo ictuod. 
Ino q~ntogr gf fruwdsa k1oxgaont !f! ~<Oi.o~fl• Vol. I, p.43. 
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ilct1v1tios of abolishing. sloveryJ. <lnd their fight for 

granting tho lcn-1 Cllsto women the privilego of covering 

thou broasts2 naturally ottracted Sz.hDVas tv Chriatiuns. 

Th¢ugh those tv-.v movenents of Chr1st1Qn misslonarioc \·:oro 

mo1nly Dimed ot protecting tho economic 1ntoroot of 

1. As a result. of 1ncroased agitation of tho m1ao1onDr1oo 
tho Goverrtnent of t.\adrae 1ntorvenod ~nd t.hu·o CUllen, the 
thon Hosident of Travonc.ol:'o, asked t.1abaraja of Travancoro 
to 1esuo IJ Proelamotion similar to tho Govornmont of India 
1\Ct of 1943. 
(CUllGO to tne Chief G«:rotaey, No • .w, 1654 l.l.P.P. 
3 Oetooel' .1£54, rwnge 32.1, Vol.xv. pp.305-3-e. soo aleo, 
Robbin Joffrey, J?Gs.AiDf of. N{aX§I. ~§1'5f• pp.44-50). 
Thus on tho 24t.h Juno * do4 Utira T unD Maher a ja 
issued Q Pl"oelt.~raation by v.bieh sJ.svory in Ttavonco.t:o ~~~as 
abol1shod. ·· 
.,~;~sr:_axrmQQS AD &SA.QA.th Vol. I, nAppen~n, 26, . 

thus this decl£lZ'ot1on not only cmonc1pDtod all eirkQr 
slaves frem the1.r bondagos, but. also Withdraw logol 
~:oeogn1t1on to all a~ec:ts of slavery. 
Robin JoffrC1f, Jl_os;iins of ®xas. PSn&nor.so, p.49. · 

2. Tlll tho end of JJ3e.Oo tho untouchDblos ware not poxmittod 
to cover their brollsto. Tho m1se1on£~r1os ~Jith the sUt))Ort 
of tho D.ritiell Rooidont ancourogod tho untoucha_·· blos to 
btoctt Ot,1i:JY tho local euatc:mo. Though tho Gcvortt:lont 
circul~r of 1914 allowed the ehunar \~On for ~0aring 
clotho on thoU:' bocc:rao as tho Nai.r t""Janen. 
(Nogal Alyyo, cJ•'i't• Vol.I, p.525). neo also, 
11ob0l."t L. H. .... r DVG Jr.) t •The ili:oost Cloth Controvorsys 
CUsto concciouoneos end social ChanQo 1n Jouthorn 
Truvanc~o,n .:silq tm'm ij;O~wic ana.&1q& t}ietga Gox12Ylt 
vol.5t, r .. o.2, uno a, p.l • 
t:ilon thoy bcgt.ln to covor their broo st o, it infuriutad 
Nay~ro and ua ~J conoequoncos of tbio, va~ious eonflictG 
took place betr:oon tho r~yaro -cmd the untouctwbles 
convarted to Christianity. 
( c.r.&. ""gur, op. c1t., pp. 760-82 and 826). 
Nayt:trs begun to tea~ off the blouoes of thia lotJ Cilsto 
Ciu:1ot1an r:ancn t•'llieh l.od to riots, a.rcon t.Jnd oven rnu~dar. 
( B.ov. c. l.,~load, not\ •teport of tho l'!!ayur U1se1on. July lS29 • 0 

datod 30 Juno 1029 • mcnus:ript (L.t.1 • .o.) in Robart L. 
Hlll'dgravo. op. cit. • P• .\ 7a). 
Chrict.S.an tl1eoioner1os proscurod upon t~1udroe Govorlt;lont 
t1.rJo and agc1n end ultililatoly duo to the intervention of 
l.1odras Goverrraent 1n 1.859 o Hoyal Proclcnat1on decrcod 
that tflaro rJoo no objection to tho Zbonor, a coote rd.th 
~o function ao tho natwvas ~en tt0l4'ing o blouse on 
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Europoan cap1talists in TrDVDneoro it CGrtoinly had a 

humenita~ion DG?OC-t. r.h11o those movaaont.n t'.:ore to liborote 

a \..Ol'k forc.o fo~ tho nOt-;Ly oatcllblished plentotion 1nduotrios 

of Gzi1:15Jl eap1tel1sts they also con$-ide~ably conU1bUtod to 

the or.lol1orat1on of the conditions of tho dq>reos<ld clDosoe. 

Tho. humanitarian ocyect \"laG conncetOd t.·Jlth tho provo1l1ng 

libo:-al idQology and ,.4th tho p.;ossu~o cxertod by the. 

Protostant.-m1s·stonar1es ln Travoncore ond- Latin cothol1cc in 

coehin.l This had c chain of consoquencQs, leading to 

several ehangoo f&'O."n existing foud01 relations bott-Jocn eostos 

to na"' contr~tual rolationn. In oddition to thDt the 

o1ncor1ty og mioslonorios to ercdieoto the d1seJb111t1oa of 

convortod Chr1st1.ons9 
2 .:1nd tho aet.t.v1t1os for epr~:lding 

condition that \'l:lJS not of the oamo, pattorn as thut worn 
~ high c:;astee. 
(~ceording to tho Roval Proclamotion of 1ravancoro ~tato 
on 2G July 10091--ltr:o hereby proclaJ.c thot t~1are 1o no 
objoct1on to ZhunCJr vmmen either putting on j~ettot, like 
tho Chri st1an ~anar \".-o:-J en or tho ~an~r ~10 an of all 
croods di:osoing on coarse cloth c;nd tying thGn salvos 
round t<tith it us tho IOUtiltwtfilttianl ( lm,., eoato fisherwomcn} 
~ or to cover thou IJOaan in any cunner t:&1catovora but not 
11ko tara on of lU.th ca stos. a) 
l.latoer, ]:hg &andiof"Cil9un• London, 1071, p. 305. 
fJ.:JgL.:a Hiya, ee. C; .\ ... Vo:r.T, P• 531. 

1. Froncoio Houtort and Goni~"J Lc::ilorcin1oo. u~1o-iiolig1cuo 
tiOVEtJents in Kerolat A Holat!on to tho C~'litaliet r.~odo of 
vroduetiun,a Pert I, [Q£;1wl. ~&CObin:t., •~o:11, JUne l!>.IJ,r>.4. 

2. Por detail a ooo, H. r-:_ Yocudoo, .-.A~IIi'ltoAI,;,p.;~~.....,.....,.~~~ 
£l 1J co - o DD l: · .:J -:· 



edUC~l't.1on anong tho lot1 castes YJoro tho otber fOt;toto 

which ~'ttr~tocl the Sahavar;. \•.'hJ.le tho DM1h1lat1on of 

vcrious sort& of bondagos of tho converted lot-J coste peoplo, 

ttolpod Edwv.oo to open their t.1f es and began t.o donand in 

pon1eu.1Dr tho oane p.rivilogos t~s thoso grcnted to the 

Christian convorts,1 the cpread of odUcation modo Ezhavoe 

conscious of thoit' potont1ol pot..,or and oconcmic griovonceo. 

Thus tho contact with Christians really, holpod to a,...Jat~on 
' . 

tne soeic;)l eonc.ciou$tlOSG 'of untouch~:~blee, OG!)ecially tho 

· eznavao ~dth ro9arct. to their rights. 2 Thi.o cocial ermlr.on

ing \18G aceolordtod by the ciu.lnging economic conditions 

and sproad of education. The impact of co.sn econcmy and 

the rolo of eduCDtion are discuooed belot-1. 

DUJ:~ing tho oacond hillf of tho 19th century, tho . . . 

B:r1t1sh CCZ31tal1sto ostuhliehod plantation .tnduotr1oo in 

Travonc:oro. tho obolition of atato monopoly in ca:D4lc11tioo 

11ka PGVPot" end tobccco t..bieh provided tho co::rnoreicl 

ror;oureoo of t.ho country roco1vod en 1mpotuo never ltnov.:n 

before. 3 In 1BB0s Trsvoneoro Govorn:nent had opened c 
publlc t':Orl:o deportoent. Thio attempt of tho TrDvonc:~r:o 

1. soc, J;z;iDJU! t:Hmo~la&. !ZCO olao, 
i'<fo~q,-:;1, .15 7ovanboz: 1900 (30 Tulc.:.m 1081 t.1E) • Vol,.2, 

•• p.3. 
{Jj.;$cJYildi, l.ut:,:tu ct 191.7 t Vol.5 t No. tl, PP• 31-32, 

2. Gu%'Unoclil4ln doccriboa tho imp~ct of Christian r.-.tasionarioo 
onong the educated Telongu mon. Ho ooya, ttlt r;oa 
Christianity thut for tho first tioo in tho lliatory of 
tho country brou9ht to a conceiousnooo end dogenex"ation ••• a 

r u £Q n u • - o ·o d l ubllc 1 f , 
R.a atc:u...n • J.9 , P• 2 • 

3. ~9an ~yo. ae.c1t1 , Vol.1II 1 p.lG. 
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Govorrrnont t~tlO holpcd ond oncourt:~god by tho British 

A.osidont t-Ath the aim of constructing o net t:orlts of toods 

(lnd hlghv:lJ}'s for eneot¢Dg1ng trade and com:norce ond entre- . 

pronourohip in Trllvancoro to protect tho 1ntorest of Or1ticJl 

cop1ta11sto \".no 1nvosted money in plantation industrioo Clod 

snall seclo !nwsb:ioo. 1 In botvJOen lBS6 to 1872 tho public 

\"JO.rk& deportment hfld oponod about 1 1.000 m1las of ronde in , 

T¥"Dvane~ro. 2 Tho bettomont. of rood consU'Uetion naturally 

inc:roased the trado ond commerce and the incroaso in trDde 

resulted tho grovJth of eash oconcmy. 3 The opening of the 

public \..:Orkn department bf the stato Dnd tho improvenent of 

rood construction pxovtdod thouGBnd~ of 10r1 eDotos in 

salaried ouploymcnt Do l<lboUrC's and it \Udoned tho GCopo 

for labouzocrs and roiaed thair t.·.ragos. 4 iipe;r:t from theoo 

nQt".t opport.un1t1es rlithin thQ -etate, a r1so in dGlr::nd for 

lllbourer o "both skilled and unak,111od in tho British Indian 

prov1ncoo and tho ovorsoae of the British torr1t.or1oo llko 

Ceylon and C.1our1t.ius. a5 

1. t.j1on ncm Ro!iidont Ualt took tho ehorgo of offtco. Dat. ... an 
t1odhov~ nco prooonted a mcmott)nd\Jm outlying 0 the t;Orks 
requirocl for tl1o impX'OVGDQnt of tho fl't;;to. a Dowan gave 
f1rot proforenco for constructing good roDd ~G\(!11 for 
ths COi1:.loreo of tho stato and eonstructod Trivandrum 
Noc~reo11 Rood, Kottay~ uundukkulcm Road ote. 
( !.ioo C1olt to tladhava Hco, 12 l\pr1 lB60; UcoorandtJ by . 
F. i~. r::.vlt ey 4 KovOJbor le61 and i?'obruary 1061. (·1llsb\Ds 
.D~£1onPc;¥ Rjco~slg. Lottor to tne Dov~o. Vol.XII; · rto n j fr<1f, Rggl.l.og of Nsxar Daninane_g, .p.94. 

n. ,ll\ufff2X'J! '"'d1li,n.J.atruUY! Rm,qu 1866-a7,pp. aa and 1B71-72 
P• 3. 

3. 1:or dotoilo ooo firGt chapter. 

4. ~1ob1n Jcifrcy, JJes;l1gg,gf Na:t.flX:....DPm.&n~QFJh p.91. 

s. P. fl. Gop1nathon Nair • .,Educ&tion ond ~1o-reoncs1c ~ngo 
ln KOl:'tJla l~3-1947,u ~ul ~J,gn,,£lt Vol.4, f~t>.B, 
r.ial'l:h l976, p.30. 
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Tho opportunities opened up by these enterprisoo 

oetually nolped ·the Chri&t14ns and Sat\c)V<.~& because of thou 

onthus1aon i)Od oxpor1enee in commercial dncl monial occupa

tions and their aaaoc1ation with the ovangolista. Nayoro 

Dnd other upper casto Hi.ndus di.d not GV1nee mueh interost in 

industry:,. trcdo end e<l.1l::nerco. ~o 'to 't.hei~ lt.tck of experi ... 
. 

onco Qnd interest in theso lucrative prof oosionn they did . . . 
not hovo any Gha.ro of bonofit out of thoso occ.Upatione. . ' 

Nayars mainly eoneontratod their attention oithor on lend . ' 

or on tho Government job, oe thoy were traditionDlly moro 

pr1v11ogod. At tho ec:mo timo Ezheva loDdero had Dsk.Od 

thoir people to givo more Smportaneo to profitable manuol 

laboul!' and industrial activities than the Govorn:nont job 

of rupees s1x pe&- month. 1 In this field they did not f<leo 

much competition fra:Il the privileged section of oociety. 

At the SA"ilO timo tho dovolopaont of plr:lnt~tion 

inclUstrios, gro\"Jth of public rmrka department, introduction 

of poet end tolegrc,h and bacltwator reclamotion for rice in 

tilo eooatul bolt ate. • d«Jandod lobour. In 1865-66 noul"ly 

10,000 Gahavao and sluvo c~ato coolloo "~oro on daily l1age 

fraD public ~~ks ·departnont.2 r.hon tho arGO under cultiva

tion 1ncro~aod, in~strioo liko ~inning and ~ouving of 

cotton and coir dovelopod. Thus W.Jgas. of labourers clso 

J.. Jl!'t.~l,pdgxeq. Juno· July 1905 (t.1idhuntr.S J.OCO la. D.) , p.2. 

2. Robbin Joffrr11 • .P.it£~:\,ng of IiwaLJ29m1!l:!n£9• p.9l. 
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inc~oaaod fram ono and h~lf anna and one moo.l for e ®V' s 

e:orlt to 4 annes and ono mocl through hls hours of " ... :ortt1 

and okilled ,-;orl:Mon could make up to a rupeo tl day by the 

J.SBOs~ 2 In Truvaneoro tho \-..~gos of non-agricultural labour 

in plantation 1nduotrioo had r.1&on by 167 per cent and tho 

ort1sons· by 140 po.r cent~ 3 
1-ts. a eonsequonc:e of th1s job. 

opport~nition and inc:roaee of wages automatically holped 

to 1ncroase 'tbo cost of livitlg including r.:anon und ch11cken 
4 ot ns. 29.~ a yoor. 

In tho meanwhile an unpreeedontod dennnd dsvelopod 

for coconut articles abroad oweeiolly in ~erica and 

Europe. The coconut products which t"!Gl'O o:tportod for 

Re. 30.33 li>ltho in 1873 increflsod to 68.59 lDkho in 1891.5 
. 

Though tho Ezhnvao \".'filro not tho actual cn·.noro of tho coconut 

treoe, as tho mDin oxplo1tore of tho coconut product, they 

corta1nly got .o shore of the 1nezooased profit. Tho coir 

indUstry dovalopod to lil largo scolo in Trovaneora due to 

hlghor dcmond €or co1r artlelos in r-merlca. 6 Thus, 0 \.d.th 

1. ~n~up of TruVD!!Sllr~ J,970, p.266. 
'J:o rcc ont {nc.renent or \\!ago t:JuO mainly concerned v;ith 

tho dovolop;nent of P. t4 0. .in trovaneoro. The rato otoy ed 
roughly ut 4 ann~o until 1690s \-3lon n® planting boan 
forced it upto 5 annao. 
(1<ld£Da r.1D1l, 30 .knuury 1897, p. 7., 

2. nov. ~uol l.latoer, Ugt:1vU1Ce of I~avanc.qr.,q, London 
J.S63, pp.235-6. · 

3. Hobb1n JGf~rey, 8 Tho social Or1gino of D caste Hocociat1on 
J.S.:ri;;-1905s The Pounding of tho s. N. D.P. Yogan• ..rs.uth tht\o, 
i~.4. 1974, p.43. 

4. ~<tC .. h,.D..si<mCUi B9P2£St lBJl. p •. 144. 

~. &'rtlV(JQSSQ ,.•!*nin1.d~Jt$1ve Jlm9E~ 1870-71 to !891-92. 

6. .X.JAs:i, • lBS2·G3.. PP• 6 7-ua. 



an depending ma~kot for c;oir, lrova rJO!llon os titOll cc mon 

~uld at lec.;st hove found full cmploymont, which tho tradi• 

t.lonal aim of the poor Irava ... to o~ or rent o f 0\'1 pDlm 

tro$G .. had 'tho actvontoge of 1nerGas1ng not only his stDtus 

bUt Dl oo his t~e&lth. 111 The labour in indua'U'ien was over

whelmingly Eahavll and a large numbu of Eahc:ivos t'JOre elso 

entering net1 vocation. 2 By 1900 a ftiA~ .EZhavas owned 

factories. "Good worlt !s boing tut."ned out hero by pr1veto 

industry • 0 rn:"ote the Trl.waneore Oo\-:i!n to an t:zhova coir 

fDCtl)J:Y net.~r Quit~n 1n 1900 nand !iOl.lo boy n a.ro bQing trainod 

in the ~-ork J. ••• ,.; This 1nst1tvtion spoa!ts woll £ot tho 

1nduot.!Y l.tnd sPirit of self holp of tho Elava ( Eabava) 

co:r:~un1ty. o3 Tho othol' lue~otivo business of tho timo w.oo 

toddy ~nd or.-cck. Tho volue of toddy and arrack wel:'O dOUblod 
4 > 

botttQOn l86Q.....l88J.. This alGO bolpod Szbdvas to incroa$0 

their i.ncQlle. In addition to thoss ~x-lts, t1t'av1ng. aootho.r 

traditional occupation of the Ezhavas.5 also provided than 

tJDployment. S'Crlo Oihovao openod ~llll hundloczn fcc:torios 

by tho boginning of tho century. nr. Palpu c:md othtts 

otCJrtod Tzoovoncore weaving end trading compt'lny rJitn the 

e~1tal invostraent of rupooe ono lakh. 6 

---·------------------1. Robbin Jeffrey, arho L~ial ~ig1n •••• a 9P•£At,, p.44. 
2. Idan, 0 tcmplo f:.ntey l.~ovcracnt in Trovcreor~ 1009•1940,• 

..£~1-~l_a: J.mt,&r,~, r.1oreh 19 7G. Vol. 4, No. a, P• 9. 
3. V, I>. tlodhavu !lDo, t!The DGtJOn' o Tcur lnt;:pection f.;otoo, 0 

16 way to lEl J .. mucry 1904, !terata SOC.r:Gtcrit!t Collc;r, 
trDvcnccwo, , ... olitica:l oepol"tr.lont 97/1904. 

4. :~•atoor, ,t).;'lt1vg L&f.s ,o..f ... j;.pJLa!JSS£.!h P• 2El1. 
5. tt. UJ~odur&n, liaJlt1!£!~.1:Kf!h 21ib S!.t..t.. t P• 333. 
6. ~oljo,Auyurp,. Jun()MI"\ugur;t l.900 (:.i1dhuneJ1-(,4rldtadar;~ 

Ul IJ ...;) , P• 12. 
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Yho l£\nd %'efom of t~t.adhava Rllo (PottOill ProclGmaUon) 

in 1865 conferred ownership rights on tho· holdore of tho 

Govc:-ttnont RJlliW land o:nd impartod Cild\ valuo to it, cllich 

could n01.1 be d1v1dod. mortgagod, sold or trDnofoxmod. 1 The 

la~ grantod ownorahip rights ~o thoes \1bo held land. Tho 

state hod obl1god the ~olat1o•1 bott.'"loon ·tho l41od lotd and 

tho .ke9 tonl)r.rt. Tho second proclemfJti~n of 1867 loglelctod 

tho fixity of tenure. Tho Ezhavas a$ subtonanto also grow 

conscious of tho logal protcetio.'1 ageinst oviction. t"ld.lo 

theee procl.amutione war$ counter product1vo in Cuso of l~yurs. 

1t W&!l conducive to bf)th Chrtstiane and t:zbiivae. 1\CJ £l result 

of internel feuds ~nd quarrel$, the partition of! u~yar 

,Iat;D!9Qs inereaced from SOl in lS96 to 5J.6 in 1906-!907. 2 

The econanie changao after lSOO belpod Ezh:Jvas to pu.rci~ so D 

portion of the port1t1onod p.tepottios of 1Jay1.0r lR£trvgda: 

t'.lhon thou financial position improved, autccDtically 

tholr otondard of living also 1nerouso·d. Xn koep1n~ paco 

mth et:onCQiC dovelopocnt, tho pOJ:'QGCtiVO of life ulao begon 

to chango. Ucmbc:-c of tho new elite f emilio a took 1ntaroot 

in nondinc their childron to schools. f\ftor tho modorniao

tion of tho ocbin! otrotion vnd practical roeognition of 

l!ngllsh os offic"~.Jl. lDnguago of tho otato. oll. co::ounities 
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began sonding tho1r children to school a ond eollogao \"Jith 
or: 

D viotJ to qualify thorn o1ther for stoto servicqlfor tho 

Bri ti Gh Indi(ln oervic o. 

Travancoro rulers oncouraged educ:~rt1on in this atoto 

from tho beginn1.1g of the 19th c: entury, for having Dn 

offieiont acb1n1str-~t1on ond t.ho snooth ·running of the 

Goverment. t'Jo havQ already oeon that 1n 1834 Tr~vsncOZ"o 

Governnont etat>tod ito f!J:st Bngl1eh school and in order to 

otuact aOJ:o oncl moro otudonta ·to thoso iQChoolo, Governnent 

not only impilrtod froG od0c:ot1on. but Dlso gavo 4ln sount 

of Re-2.00 as un llt"Jard for otudying English. Gut all thooo 

oducat.1onol fae111t1os WQrG avall£Jblo only to coeto Hindus. 

E&havos Dnd othor lot~ cDsto pooploo t';oro not ocbittcd to 

thoeo schools os thay \10l!'o untouchables ond uncpprocchoblos. 

rJith the development of od.Ueatlonal fcc111tiea 1n tho lOth 

century, fruottotion aroso aJong the Ezhavac bccauso of tho 

1ncccooe!b11ity to tho bonefitn of \"Joatcrn education. 

Though they tJoro l;cpt ar:ay fl'OO tho GovOJ:"n:aont tehoolo, 

Govcrrmont could nat ltoep than iltJilV fro:a education und 

ltnorJlodgo, for i.J travDncoro education woa novar t::rought 

fully under the contl'ol of tho stilto. 

Tilble 22 sho1:'JS thct nearly 25 por cent of the educo

tioni.ll 1notitut1ono ~o und~ tho direct control of the 

c;;tl.rtG. othex- 1) per cent r-Joro run by privoto QOnoga:lent 

mD1nly bY O'lr1ot1an miooionanee. Yhoso ra1oo1on ... ry cchoolo 

\~oro oponod to all cQ.'iQunitioe. t:llon f!.fty "highly 
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Iib.&.f!:!221 

Number of S:hools Run by Govermont and Pr1v~to kgone1os in 
.• i • .. IEPJansgre. R.t£&00 J.S!J};-97 1.1 •• , , , . 

'oaseripilon 'of PI . , 
~o. of 

111111" 

Rei. or 
schools ~ho!&f schools 

• · t ,lftf;§::S§ I AS§§-87,, 

Governnent 226 226 

Mission ~hOJlS 398 416 

Native 247 259 

TOI'AL 871 90.\. ~ 

rospectaole" Eabava boys \'Jlo wero refused at'.b1asion to tho 

Govornmont sehoolo in 18?2, the Rev. samuol uatoor of tho · 

· Lon~on t~11ssionary soc:ioty opened a school fo% tham nOflr 

r•njongo. 2 Thus in 18-a:ls to m1t1gato tho fl"ustrationo of 

Gahavila, Christian m1s.olonar1oa sta.J.:tod a ntrilbOl' of cchools 

for th«l. 3 In addition to that Government aloo oponed a 

number of schools for backwaEd camnun1tlos. 4 This alao 

holpod BahDVils to a gre4t extent to lncronse their odueat1on. 

Thuo, literacy G::long tho ezhavos 1ncroQood from 3 • .15 in 18"8 

to 12.10 par eont 1n 1891.5 From lBSOc onwards l!ahovaa bogDn 

to gradUate fr(r.l the Tr1vandrum collcgo. 6 Thus tho improved 

l. J\s;b~ .. n~Q\W&Xi R®S!D ,,Qf, j'rayDQC2X'!h 1002 !:Hi or lGG6-G7, 
~~ 0. t p.I25. 

a. Robbin Joffrf1(' nrhe s:oelal O:r191r\t ••• • J I a SR• sl,l. • p. 4 7. 
3 • .I.b1d, 
4, Nagan AJ.ya, 

n .-;JjJIWIIIi'il...... b y .1.905 • p. 7. h nd 
ooo c co. H n ravcnco , ltJOO..J.~OJ.tP•~4. 

6~ Jt!OWP •19Pprt og lA-OX!n&,o:to le?J. pp.240-6 and lLe.l, Part z. 
H~ort, p.~a. 

6. Reo DhndW: P. Velayudhan oldor brother of or. PDlpu woa tho 
fir ot ~zhuvo gradu,uto t-mo too!t 0. ~ dogroo fraa 1ravoncoro 
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eeonanie conditions and their asoOCiation t-;1th Christian 

m1ss1onar1os helped th<Jll to prodU~e D nunbo%' of edUcated 

poople c;:nong the Gzhava eanmunity. Though T.ravcneoro 

Govern:aent d1d not provide any ftJe111ty to anploy theso 

peoplo in thoir en~ state a numb~ of people got ~ploy.mont 

under British Government and the pr1nco1y otatoa lilta r~lyooro 

and B~todil. In addition to thDt a number of educ:ato4 

Eah&V<lo onterod the profession of teaching, l.D'"• aQdS.eino 

llnd journal1 sn. 

Their contilct with Chtistian missionc;).rios GXPOGed 

the weakness and docay of eilsto riddon Travoneore soc1oty. 

Thoughtful Ezbl~VllG bogan to look f~ the defects of theu 

society and for way o and mean f) of raaov1ng thGD. ~oreovor, 

the not:~ cocial gzooup s - tho n0\1ly GJorged middle cla oo, tho 

r:orking clo s.a end tho motka:'n intoll1gontsia dcmundod 

modorni eo\1on. 1 They bogan fighting agoinst tho obotacloo 

c::hlc:h \·Joro in the V4C!f of theil' development.· They becaoo 

conscious of their bc:lsic ht.rman :rights cncl bGgon to ~:1ae in 

dofcmce of these righto. Thay grodUolly built Up o movenont 

4lga1nst tho tradition«:ll ~pression of higher custos and 

Un1voro1ty. 
u. Govinclfln, n teo OahlldUr P. Volllyudhcn, 0 ~ tl..J4 p, ,Xogcrn 
Jle~n • .JY.b~lso agu~~~ J?l&3• p.59. 
P.oi~yttah'"Un t'IOSOOt.'JOJbY hio younger brother PDlpu 
and a n\Gbo1" of Gahuvao grudUYtod freo vorious un1vors1-
t1eo in ln61~. 

1. the labour for 'tlle 1nclust&y wao overwholr.lingly tizhovue 
and growing nu;abGJ" of ciahovao were also Decc::>1ng middle 
men t.tnd petty foctol"Y or.:ners. ~~ nu::abor of Ezhovao 
\-.1)t'ltod in Vil&"ioua deptlX"tmonts of Britieh Indio trith 
distinction. Tho moot important of then \'!t<oro o.r. P&lpu, 
P. Volayuc:lMn • t.~r. ;::;b&ngunni ete. 
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pronsocl for thoir ~1ght s and pr1v1logos and to remove 

their diGOb1lit1os <md gr1wvancee. Palpu, tho champion 

of Ezhava micldl.o e lass, dovoted his entire lifo and a 

·good portion of his ooro1ngs to fi9ht against tho caste 

tyranny~ Ho had rQCeived unstlnetod support from othor 

Szhavn m1ddlo elo GG men 111to Kuma ran J-\$1n 1 t•1. Govlndan, 

c. v. KunjurQtlon. N. Kumuran, Uool~...tr s. Pactnanabha Pan1ckor, 

T. K. Uadbilvon, tlurkoth Ku:rulran. &nri ~yyal.tutty, K. · Ayyapp'-ln, 

c. Krishnan etc. They b«.:one more solf ansortive &nd 

d1 sired tho dostruction of c:acto structure which provontod 

thoir progl'oss. They unclc=otood thllt tho Government Dnd 

its machinery favoured i.ind protoeted tho intarost of GPYQtn...Q 

mJ.ddlo class. the various X'CJ&tt1ctions imposed upon them 1 

11ko tho prevent1on of the use of public J:ODds · Dnd exclusion 

fl'c::m Government: chools and public aervicoo t1oro ccjor point 

of rosontmont. They woro absolutely ut~ore thct they had no 

political right or pcn1er Dnd thu~ virtually nothing ~ao 

bo!ng dOne for thoir dovolopmont. Tb'-lt v:as \-dly • during tho 

t!me of L1olcy~l1l.lcmor1al Ezhavo joJ.nod together t-.d.th Nayore 

and Christians on ono of tho eignotorioa. Polpu \13o tho 

third signatoxy of tho l.1alayul1 l.lomoriol. 1 In that oailoriol 

tho cond1t1ono of Qzh~vao wore montionod 1n tho follor4ng 

t:mya 

Thoro io not o single eep,tOoaentaUve of the Tiya 
c011munity holding r;ny Goverrraent ~ppointoent on 
Ra.5.00 o:r: uptti~de a month .t.n tho ot"te. t'ble.roao 



sGVOJ:"ol of their ca stGDen in r.1alaba.r htlvo boon 
advonced to somo of the highest offices of tho 
uncovenanted eivll service open to not1vos of· 
Ind1ct 

· ln ro£Ponso to tAalayali Ucmorlal. Dowan had .rcp'11ed 

thot the D{fl)Ori~.list s drDggod the EahavDe into t1alayal1 

uemo~i~l and the &haves tset:o not suff1c1.ently educ::otGd to 

undel'stand thou griovoneoo tbanselvos. 2 t'\cco:tdlng' to 

· o~n, oduc:rit.ion t:De not su'ff'1(;1.ently wideE)roDd. anon; the 

SztwlvDs to bo poeGlble to off$ thon Ollploymont 1n the 

aQ.n1n1etra\t.on. 3 · In ltrll ho soid only two 'emong the 367176 

Bzbovao poncaneod n univeretty degree. 4 Govo.J.-nnont orcl~ 
also cleated thD't tho Gov~nmont dld not wont t.o 1nta:-foro 

with public opinion• =.; wblch could only· crea'o conflict 

withill tho COC:S.ety and that \~ld edVorsoly affect the 

progress of tho state. 6 · tho 'sahavan woro singled out free 

smong tho msaor1.ol1ats and the GoVorn:nont st£Jted that Dny 

iltteapt to forco their social gro1t.rth could ·only and in 
. 7 

failu.r:o, so they tJaro 11conf1Jmod social 1nfer1ote." 

1. urJalayali UO':lorial,a ra,roctucod in tho J5~Qln "'rsh&~~.O"' 
Uw-£p.J,Gt$q~ 1 lol. II. r~. Il, and III LlDJ:C dnd JiJno 97c,, p.5. 

2. IJ. l';u:noron #'\ oon, 0 Tbiruv1thankur1nte RDjyabhar<.Jnil sembach"l~aya 
tJi!u

1
," quoted in P. ~ Velayudhon, •Na.J1. Pa Xeaq. :llil£i,t;o, 

p • ., .• 

3. ntldorosnent to 'ttlO Travaneore wcmoriol, f'1tQ H~&:OOp£.1 a 
tnglj,.sb HS?sorcJs,. GoVCJ'I'tl!ent SOCI'otori~t Tr van urn, !'P• · • 

4. .1P&fl. t soo t.tl so 
£1.~-~ .. clulcJttr1sh~un, l:!jDXll~G,y£u, rov1ood od1t1on, 
N. o. -... , t<ottuyara, 1~ • P• • 

5. lcAA.SJ:!,_ 

6. &la&d.. 
1. W1dorooaont to tho Travancoro tJaoorial, ftAI i\o,JOJP4:1 BQ.i 

t:nglich RecOJ'ds. Govern:nent ~rotariat, r vandru:n. 
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This reply cctuolly outraged the Ezhavos. or. Pelpu 

and the nmy cUte groups among the ezhllvao doc1dod to orgQnlso 

tbs Ezhova community for action. In promoting tho cuuso of 

Szhcvos Palpu subnitted two menor1ule. The fket. mEf!loriol 

wao subnittod by PDlpu on tho 12 May 1895 to sankara soob1ur, 

tho Dewan to tho Moharaja of t~avanco.ro. In t.hia mano~onc:b.m 

bo ploadod for the removal of the discrSminat1on oga1nst tho 

tiJhavCJs in edUcation and ~Pployment. \".lfton it fsilod to ovobo 

any re$lon&o, tho second ono, e community menor1&1, gcru:mlllly 

known ao Ezheva Menori&l oignad by ·13,1 7..) Eahev~·s :\'!JOG 

sutxnlttod to tho t.1ahara ja of Trllvancore on septGilber l8J6. 1 

ln this pot1t1on they astted tho l~1ah&raja tho sc:lO pr1v1logoo 

aa those grDntod to tho Christian convorto ond o@eciolly 

dtmanded rights to enteJr Government schools Gnd collogoo and 

to ~eok onploymont in the nGrVice according to olig1b1lltv.2 

In addition to that they reeollod in the r:aenoriol tnat tho 

Ezhovoo r:ero nuoorieally tho aoeond otrongeGt co:tnun1ty in 

the etoto and thut their counterparts in t.:1alobtlr. the Tiyos, 

hod ulraad'J QCquized tho eamo rights oa tho othor cootos in 

regard to tho Goverrmont service ttuo conccwne~ 

Tho req;>onse to this f.lCtlorial t1oo utterly d1GDppo1ntin9 

CJnd cU.scouraeing. Tho re~onco of ·the 9ovornnent tJOG axprosood 
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by the DQt.-;an in tho follO\."'ing t".''rdsa 

In this countJy, as ll boO, thero Dre unoctucoted 
prGf erring tholr Otm oeeupotion o of agr1cul turo. 
co1~ making and tod~ dtQwing, not 90ing for such 
oducotion as would fit than for the publJ.c oorvieo •. 
Thero cro on).y ttJO of thoir clans out of c popula
tion of_ 8871_ r.; wn_ o have grcc:tulttod in tho university 
end a very f Otlt 1ndood. if Dny vd'lo oro soaking o 
high odt:c..,.t.ion in the locol collage. Th.oir sr>oclol 
~o.QiUon is such tt~t th~ can tiordly be oligibla 
for pub11e offices t'::here a eartain Ciinount of roepact 
is mtpoctod to bo commanded 1n a ntato \'\~bore Hinduo 
aro m~o c.:>nsorvativf ancl superstitious th~n thoir 
brethren ·in UalDbar. ·. 

In addition to this, a number of petitions bo~h by 

individUals and uy gl'OUps \".tore sutm1tted to tho r.1aharajD. 

Bu't the govorrracnt l."ejected all thoso peti.t1ons on tne 

ground thD~ thcr exclusively roprosontod tho GOlf interest 

of a particul£l:r canmunity. 2 

InGS>ito of thin rebuff Palpu continued his enda-wour 

to \:·,;~rk for tho uplift of his tommunity. lie c&Jrriod on his 

fight for f;OC1a1 justice through tho availQblo coano - tho 

press meotings, lettors and lntervions with c.uthor1t1os. 

eoc1al justieo meant rQCognition of fund&::l<~ntal h\Son 

rigbto. In his offorts to trllnsfoJ:Q a priraitive comtJunity 

ho occo;>tod holp fro:n ell qUurtors. Ho mDde orrcngaaants 

to raiso tho gr1ovancos of Ezhovas in tho Oritiah Purl1mamt 

1. ~doreGJont to the r.~aluya1.1 tlouorial Pile tQ.l6V9/w 864. 
uovorn.:1ent :;jecretariot. Trivondrua. 

2. Robin Joffrrq, a,., i~oto on the UaluyaU. Origins of 1mti 
HraliUDn1sn in SOuth Ind1u, 0 Jhg In~~Q.ft.Onailic Mnd 
~c!aA J.:l~qtox:x tlGVi~\'{t Vol.lUV, No.2, p.259.(1976) 



th~ough G.P. Parame$~aran P1lla1. 1 Tbe Br1t1sh Parli~ont 
directed the Indian Gov.ernnont to look into the problan and 

teke appropr1ato moasure. ~ Palpu m~ Lo;r:d curzon when ·no 

v1o1ted !nysore, and explalnad to hltn the plight of Eznavua 

1n Tr&v<ll'lCoro and sublllttod a .m.enorandum to him. 3 By this 

time ho wrote a ~all book in Engli$h entltlod :r&usmtnt .gf 

I&xcs in t.Fo)!anc9FD to po1nt out tho unjust policy of tho 

Government tot'la.rds EZhavas. t Thus he not only mobilised 

public op1n1on but ~leo c:optorod tbe att ont1on of tho state 

govornncnt. the British Resident. tho Viceroy llnd the British 

Par11smont. Aa ha asked G. P. Pilla1, the latter highlighted 

tho problEms of Eahovas at tho plDtfotm of Indian Nationol 

Gongross ln 1895.5 

pp. 1 ~. see also, 
K. Bhanu, oDoetor P. Plllpu 0. P. H. , a :a. N.t Q P, Yqgan Golggp 
Jybll,fti §OYVfDUt p.2S. 
010 thoueand ttvo hundrod rupoes hod to be @ent for 
Sj9Dd1ng ur. P1ll<.i1 to London to ra1so tho question in 
Br1t1dl Parlianent regDrding tho tro .. rtment of Ezbovoo in 
T.ravancoro. But all tlte monoy <>teopt Rs-300 \-mich 
contributed by his follow mon, cc:no frcxa or, Palpu' $ ov..n 
pocket. SaO, 
t.iadhavan K. G. Ko:nDl eabathu, "DoctoJ: Palpu. 0 ~.[t. D. ,p. Xgg'-1'>1 
flatif!um 4'yb~loo SguvC!!i£, C...JUilon 19 78, p. 370: 

2. o. P. sok.hos, M. s;,i,:t1 , pp.l17-a. 

3. l.lDdhe;van K.G. Komolezhathu, gg1 s!t1 , p,376. 

4 • .1!;4f4,.. soo also, 
1.1 •• <. 5£\noo, ~qx.ano Guru ~W ( Biog:.rcsphy C.:1£Jluy<l1om), 
lrinjalaku®---w76, p.l66. 

' . 
5. tlt tho Poon'-1 sossion of tho Indian .Ni:ltionol Cong.reos in 

1£95 ur. P£11J?u oont ur. G.~. P11la1 to r~ise tho question 
of EzhllVilo of Travencoro in tho Indidn t\icltional Congroso. 
~oo, 5i.e P1 Con1ona;:y £Byy_enk • pp.lJ.J.-4. 



~~11 theso activities l"'aro howover. in vain. It t-:ns 

mainly due to the indifference sho\.n by tho Travanc:oro 

GovOJ:rtnent.. Palpu and other Ezhavs olit.oo roal1 sed th~ 

the petitions e.nd menoran.d& would not chongo tho attitude 

of tho Goverrment to countenance the dGIHlnds of' the SZhavas 

to enjoy the ordj,nary c:1vic rights without oithcr forming an 

organiaat:Lon or the convor.slon into Chr1st1~.mi.ty, I slm1 or 

Buddhlsn. ln l.89J.. whon SwGDi Viveltanando visitod Bilngolore, 

Pal.pu mot this •wonderful soul v-mo had d1scov$red tho hOClrt 

of Indiatt and explained to him the plight of EZhavos. 

hecord1ng to Vivekananda ihe only r~edY for it lqt in 

arousing than from inertia and forming on organ1SDt1on. 1 

Thetht~fore. Palpu took the initiative 1n foxm1ng c1n o~ganizo

tion for tho Ezhnva$. In 1896 ho organised an ctEzhavCJ 

l:.1aha sabha" ~o carry on .thei;r, d91 tation in o ·more ey stenotic 

Dnd plannod way for_ a~hi~ing thoit ·social right o. 2 Pl.llpu 

published the byo-lawn of this nm·1 orgDn1zat1on in tho 

journal Ni!Ac1ya&j., which wae published fro:n ThanltkDosery. 3 

Palpu und hio friends organioad i.i numbor of r.lootings 1n 

l.1tJYYan\Odt Puruvoor and othOJ: pldCtls. 4 ilUt this did not 

llchieve tho clooirod recults. LVen t.h~ugh Palpu cuccoodod 
middle class 

in organizing the nm·1ly emerged ~zhuvti. hie ondoavour 

1. P.r.;. Gl.llokrishncm, ~EWX.Al!f QyflS' N. a. $.1. ttottayGa, 
rGViood edition, 19 • PP• 09• • 

2. tJ.I<umar~n, 0 -G.N. D.P. Yogan Chilo snurDrulkUl11
1 .!lsU&Jl.Ra 

X.ctqam .CEPlQm! Jybi,l,ee ~uvqn1;-. p.47. 

3. lbi(J, 

4 • .l.bist., 
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thoroughly failod to bring tho majority of tho 1ll1toroto 

ond ignorant masses under tho EahllVD t.1Dhnl;}abha. Th1!i 

failure \"lias duo to scwerol fcctors. 

The first ~eooon was ~t thC!re tms no unanimity of 

action, anong tho Ezbavas to fight /Jgainst their common 

grievances. Th1s was mainly bocauao of their division into 

num9rour; sub cllstos and a notion of superiori-ty existing 

among c~t.Un socti.ons. on fifth Docouber 1895. t'~'hon Palpu 

Qpproached c. KrichQan of Malabar for getting his help to 

organise an Ezhava Bobha at. t.:\adros. the lnttor d1 ecou.rogod 

tho att('!l)pt of Palpu dUo to tho internal bickoringo .and a 

sUperiority canplex tho Thiyyas of North l.\alabar had over 

tho E2h1Jvas of Travaneoro and Cochin: 

this superiority complex was intcrnal1sod by cortDin 

sections of tho E.znavas of t.ravancore themselves. c. v. 
Kunjur.aacn say • 

Two sections of people Oi:!ilely the status section 
and non-status section aro seen in Dll cammunitioo. 
But it !n so c:mongat us ( EzhDvas). natwvas of ono 
JSara t\U!:i or ,J2c;,t))J.I$Jsa...ua belong to a separate sa:t. 
n sect Ol ;; purt1cul_.r province \11.11 not enter into 
morri~go rel~tion \~th unothcr sect bolonging to 
onothor provine o. T¥-(lvc:mco:roans consider than selves 
to be lorior to Poravoor E&havas end vice-vorsa .L..... ~~a those pooplo of a porticuldr loeDl1ty 
'th.inlt t at they urc superior to tho Ezhavu inhabitants 
thoro J. ••• ,.J Chovans of Trov~ncoro oro considarod 
not · os rool i.!z.huvas but os inferior to then. The 
l1a&vers. Chclicns end toddy taifers o.re attributed 
os C).Q.iltg#:::r.tqa" thon Utull1mcr. 

l, !.{. R. HChuton, ::, Kr,&ghnll.!J ( iliogrcphy {;Ola{alcm) t l(ottuy£n t 
1971, pp.47-49, 

2. 1\ C!)oeeh dolivored by c. v. l<unjuraJan ot Muttom reproduced 
in tho ;r.vg!tOdfJil.'m a 15th Il!OVGnbar 1904 (30th Thult.."n lOOO 
~E). Vo ,I, No.4. p.10. 



, aa s 

Tho Ezhava ft.1D1lios of upper class and highor etatuo hod 

no social. relation with tn& rest. 1 This Gups1orit.y ccmplex 

and caste foeling \"iithin the· Gzhovas stood on the way of 

tbGir unity to fight against thoi%' common CoUse. 

The organiz.ntional weDkness was the second reason 

wh1eh prevQntod the Eaheva middlo class to organize properly 

ond function effeetivoly. The sahava o11tos instc:wd of 

caz-rying tho1r message to the villages and secure a mass 

ba so for their ;..yitat1on. eoncentrDted their attontlon on 

passing resolutions at public meetings and duly forttJard 

th<JD to tho DuthoJ:>itios. Though it hC.ld croatod a slight 

chango at the governmental levol, these method of wozking 

had little effect on tho canmon people. · Tho1r unnecessory 

eraae for English language actually croDtod a gap bGttJeen 

ordinary ~ovas and tho elites. Uost of the monbers of 

this middlo closo used to ttrite and epeak in t:nglieh. 2 Hn 

intorosting information is tnot during the esrly I)Urt of 

1690s tho totol numbor of English eduectod peoplo &"Jong tho 

EzhDvaa "'Joro only 30. 3 In short, thoir laelt of contact 

1, Thlgqoton, ~~· Vol.ll, p.394; c. Kosovan, ___t,, Vol. I, p.302; 
oav1d Arnol, Hon JGffrey and Jailos r.tanoree, •CJsto 
/\oSOCiDtlons in south Indte• A Comparative l\nolyois, 0 

&M&ao g.~~gaj.c; anq f,'-Dcial ti.i,GOJ:X flovim*l, Vol.XIII, 
'No.3. P• 30 ~. soe Di so. 
r.lillor t:r1c J. , •coste end Territory in t.'lalooor, ct l,!mgris;l,)n 
8nt.gJ.osw• - p.416 and 
t1uro i~unhappa, 0 Thiyyas of ltorala,• £ll')1,it1 , -p.49. 

2. Dr. PDlpu t-.rrote a book - IaeapumS gf Ib;ltHa s of l£Dvuns;oJtQ -
1n Englioh not rJith tho iJ o D~l~ltenLig to m<Jaaes 'but only 
to inform their griov(.lneoa to the autho.r:1tios • .,Lthio book 
was lotor translated into Ualayalqa,/. The aoeochoa of the 
l:iz.hav<l leodoro wero also in EngliGh. 

3. ,S:$!1§!-tn~ ,Xncliil Tr~Jyanco£g_1~1, pp.l04-6. 
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r11th tho ordintt"/ pooplo, lndoed, foilod to creoto Dn 

&t:aronooo 'that 'thoy tJQX'o ropreaent.ing Ezhavoo .oo e tJ'lole. 

Thc:.t v1a o \-!.'ly 1n 1696, during tho twe of tho SShava t.l cmorial • 

t'1hon Palpu Dpproachod E2hovus most of then .rofu&od to a,ign 

tho pet1 t.S.on. 1 

Tho third roaGOn \YuG that tho 11litorato and 1gnozoDnt 

EzhDvas. moot of. tbe:1 ae:ricultural labourers of tho ~octo 

Hindu lend lords, l'Jere moro obliged to thoir troclitiontDl 

upper casto lond lordo thDn to tllo me;nbora of nGtJly anergi.ng 

SzhDva middle cle·os. Tho imbibing of· o different conscious-, ' . 

nesc noe Oseit.:lted Cl VigorOUS pl'opugand4. sUited for, OlJfll 

sosimilation l:r/ tho 1ll1tera~o labourer G• No v.onder in tho 

absonco of such a propagan® cany refus&d to eoopa.rDtG 1.1ith 
' ' I ' ' • 

tho Ezhovo elitos and continued to havo blind faith in· 

tzood1t1on. 2 

Finally tno Eahava middl~J class did not nuvo o cleor 

eu' 1doology ond per59ect1vo to brook through tho tradition. 

Tho1~ vior-J of tho \"JOX'ld W+JG otill based on caote and tlloy 

cc\v only tho casto suppr.osoion of tho uppor CCJs'te ao on 

obotacl.o to progrons. Thoy foiled to see tho econo::atc b"'cia 

of tho cocilll atrctificotion. Th1o tended to blur thou · 

per~>octiva. 

1. r~. K. sonoo, rmasit._. p.l.OO. 

2. J..e.cu.cJ$. 
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t:'han Palpu mot Vivck.anandD ·Dt oangaloro in 1891. 

Vivoltan~nda ad.Visod PDlpu that no oovsnont. in Indio could 

mova the hGDrto of tho ma osos \-.bleb did not havo tho aucrod 

bolo of r:piritua11ty around 1t. 1 Th1o made Polpu roDll~o 
tt·JO tbinga (..L) the influeneo of a cyirttual loDdor t:~s a 

guiding forco is veey oseential for the progrous of an 

oducatio.nally ~ck.wal:'d community; (2) no movement can bo 

successful in In~1e unleoe it poesoonod a roliglouo 

colourS.ng. ~ It ttas this cdVico that brought Nlll'oyano Guru 

.gnd Doctor Polpu togGthcr. At that time Nctteyana Guru t:.:Oo 

living at 1\ruvippurc:;n after his fonous conse:ration of Sliva 

thero. Sy this 'limo ho v.'ils not much pop~lar in Karole end 

his crree of r;orlt t"'O$ rostJ:1ctod to Aruv1ppur~ CJnd its 

suburbs~ Palpu 1.1sod to moot h.lm (lnd dise:uso many things. 

with him. Ho fv~Jnd o sp.1r1tual lollder tlhoso hillo 
I 

Viveltananda had advisod him ~s noeoso£lry for the cu::coco 

of c:l movo.nont, In Guru's religious conc~)to, dlieh 1o uoin9 

boing discussed in tho follor.A.ng pi.lgoo, Palpu found u n~tural 

baoo for a suc:coooful roform raova:1ent. h& o t:~ott.er of fact. 

tho Eahavo midalo eloas utilisod tho cpirituol ... nd. religious 

1. lJ,l~ Uolakr1ohnan, .\i!aroycna Guru, .cm,cJ.t., p.l03, 
Y. L~. :Jodhuvcn, P?EtO£ ~H!Qlh pp.94-95, 
Voleyudllcn Panik!toasor • tastor fP~P..l! ( D1ogrcphy), 
Triehur J9 7D, p!).94-95. . 
N, Pcra:Jetr:vzo«m, .. ~eg l\!Dz:clftl41~ ,?'fP!t')ill I&lfo}hEfDsill&n~g 
1'£1JV£1Shot;qo ( so: on odiiion , cutta ~, P• 1 • 

2. P.l\. Caloltr1 shnon, Qfl..SA\j• p.lOO, 
u. I(. s:Jnoo • op. s.U.a , P• .l • 

a. P.t~ salolr.rishnant-~sm.ett., p.209. 
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qualJ.tJ..oo of SI!'<H.:J Narayana Guru to gain suppQ.'t\ frCG the 

cultivating and lundloos 5%hilva peilGat1ts. 1 Thio led to 

the fo.tmation of tho o. N. 0. P. YogDm, Tho fir ot genor~,;tion 

of loadors v.tho toolt io:Ctivo pal't in the s. .N. 0. P. Yoge:n cpro 

Pulpu, lJ, Govindan, N. Ku:noran A san, N, Kumaran, Uoolur 

PadnancbbiJ Pcmikkllr, Alummoott11 ,ChanSl', c. u. Kunjurc::man. 

C. Kr1 shan an and r. 1<, M. adhav an. 

sr-oo Narayana Guru WDs born in ·tho day of Chatayan 
' 

( satabh1n) stDr in the month of Chingcl:n (1-lugust-sapt<mber) 

of 1030 ME corroeponding to 1004 A. 0. , 2 in a lot."Jor middle 

1. S.l~l. s. Nambc~JJ.ripod, ~~;alat t§,oter.rJay, To@X, Tcmqz:&or;a 
calcutta 1968 (2d odit on), p. • 

2. Thero is no unanimity of opinion c:.mong tho biographoro of 
sroe · Nllrayana Guru about the year of hio birth. t.JDtartJjo 
Guru, an ~portent disciple of sroo N~ray~nu Guru, says, 
he was born on 20th rtugust ld54. soo, 

e \":or of h Guru~ 1'\0 tl n of th f Dnd oo h n 
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clut:io ootrilinoal poaoant fcnily c£1llod V.syalvoroth ilt 

ChGilpaah.:nt1, ebout seven m1loo north of Trivandrto aa tho 

son ox r.1odon Aeon end ltut.t1W'llllal. 1 H1o father t-:.os o 

fD:mer os t.'1oll as .a toaehor in Silno!tr1t, Astrolow and , 

r:. odic1no. 2 His mother. Kuttiamal, gone.r<>lly, ltn(r..m o s I<~tty. 
\Vao a olmple. ri..Juo and sonsiblo lody. 3 Our kn~".n-:lodgo ahcut 

hio eu:rly lifo itl very littlo. _ KumtJr.on Aeon hod mentioned 

thot as o boy ho \"Jac very "naughty • enorgbt1c and playful. u4 

Uonu .oturtGd .hio oduCDtion J.n traditional 0 Gurukuloff5 

modal c.ehoolo. Ha rocoived hia education in t1olayel:a;, 

t:an dtri t and ~-tstrology ond lutar on by his orm of fort and 

cttcot>t he oc:c::no u mostor in Tatil al~. 6 Undor t<.tsmon,c;lll 

~~n P1llo1, on eninont. ccholur. he otudicd Ga:'Clt:lor, logic 

end vecklntu ph1lo~hy. 1 after bio advun;cd studios ln 

2. ll~£k 

3. lBld· 
4. l{u:ncrcn Hc"an, ~D.rah:'i:Jaohr1 IJaroyonEJ Gurus-:c:J1yuclo Joova 

Cilcritra !}C;lt)l'Cha:.l0
, L~'fdiN:1• ''pril-:.juy Wl5 

(~:: ock:l 1000) , Vol.ltii; ·o. • P• 16. 

5. ,!tU:l\;.Ultul,g occ!"":; tho kula OJ: folly of tho Curu. 

6. IJ~rkoth l~umuon, ~Fnr1Jg1!'~~ng Gw;:Hrn~1LtaJ. ... yta •. .JAAXO.: 
.St•,DV.:t.N-3• Ccllicu;E . .,1, p.l"l; sao also, 

P. i>Dl:C:.lOC'."::u.t"£ln, .c;m. sit,., pp.l.9•20. . 

7. Itamc.ran Hcan, .QD ... c&t ... , p;>.417...0. 
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san sltri t • in .1881 for a short ep en of tim o he he d r.:ork od 

ao on AsDn (.toaehel:) in his otm villDgo which galnod h1m 

tho tJi.imo Manu ~·~n. 1 Since ourly in his llfe ho t"JOG very 

much soci.'Uded and deeply roligiou s. 2 

He v.zas olso concerned about the deoper probl<ms 
of human destiny, the relation bot\'leen God und 
man and the roal1ty of existenco. Ho \·.ras trobblod 
continuously by muny tenptations, t-hich disturbod 
bis sensitive mind. He sought ~iously about 
roleaso fr~ this \".'':tld of QflV.li• 

HiG murried iife t"'as not $UCCossful. In agroanont rJitb 

local custans he had merried his cousin, but did not l1vo 

\'lith hor. 4 He told her neve.rym!ln born in thio \.':tO:Cld .t.a to 

11 • .l.b&dt-

2. Ku:noron Asan hae \-#itten, nrne SW<!miji used to sit undor 
shad'/ troo s ~ing the midday hours .and lono him solf 1n 
thought, gczing at the blue sky or leorn1ng ~nskrit 
verses by rote. n .lpi,q. 

4. • • ' • 

3. Daniol ThomDs, .§Esm N@rueoa J!YE!h eangaloro, 1965, p.~. 

4~ The murriaga of Sr'oo Nar&yena Guru 1o aloO o eubjoet of 
cont~ovart:t~ among h1s bi. ographaro. HJ.rnost Dll b1ocrcphora 
of Q*IC:ltly htvo rocordad tht.lt ho novor livtMJ l'dth his wifo. 
soo, ~·.tam1 r!"~ntHlnandha ji, .Grog Nor;~ang SfurJ! • Kottcya:a 
1965' pp. 33-36. 
s;noo l.l. I<, • .eg, c l t, , pp, 69-76. . 
But Nataroja uu.ru ~s. "Tho Guru lived undar the oe:no 
roof off end on. '"'bOut tho dogroa of intimoey of tho 
conjugDl relctions, tho prosont rait~ hoo not boon oblo 
to dl"'-<W out any dof:l.n1to evidence, avon ina;>ito of hio 
r.:!lful ottacJt on the subject. · All the't could be ext.ractod 
(rem thooo t-.110 kOOt'J the couple ·.~as 0 reported rcmorl~ from 
tno Guru• a lips anon t.~fter .tho morriogo. He 1o purported 
to havo G£11d, "N:;\1 tho J(AiJt:!o'1 (modicul rJCn) 1 o he;:»py thest 
oll roans of hio houoo are occupied. Tn1o v;ila 1n rofereru:e 
tQ hie taking up rosidonco occaetonully in tho house of tho 
f Dthor of his bride, n 
NatarDJu Guru • 1 a coxrJ ho Guru A _ tl o o 
DQg lf'S!l.iiJ § Cf 

1
tt.to, C.dU~fiH:lJ;u}!,clO,O t J::rnOkUl<Jm CoC 

sccon od1 on, 9GB, p. 1. 
But P. I(. Dulckri snn~o Dgrooo \4th tho opinion of sahodht.u:.-on 
Ayyappon tnat Narayono Guru lived about tr.:o yea.ro with his 
vJife. sahodhoran "'YY£lppan got this information frcr!J ono 
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fulfil a certain dof1n1to purpose. so I must fulfil my 

pu.rpoeo for t-hlieh 1 t1as born; .,l Clnd left the pl~co 1n 

noo.eeh of tnth. 

~·:tU.le he wao loading a wandering lifo in nearch of 

truth be acquired q>iritual knol-vledge thDough ocqUa1nt=.H.mco 

\"Jith Shroo Chatt.Mlp1 S\1tlmikal.2 ~· s&nyaai fran NGyut: Ct.JotG 

of t11e c:ou cins of ~rayana Gut:U and accoJ>ding to nyyappan 
th1o cousin \.1£1$ not a 11\U". soe, 
P.K. Balaltr1shn.un, J1Ll£uxpng W!WJ, pp.J.a;-6 and 193-4. 

1. 1.1. K. scnoo, sm.G&Lx. p.l ~. 
P. PDrDmesvsaran, a&acJ.!a, p.33. 

2. Tho relnt1on&h1p bot\1eon NC'#ayana G:Utu end Chattanp1 
e.~ikol hac boon a eontrovotsial issue cmong the follorJ
ors of thoso tv-10 GD1nts. Somo Nayar writers say NDray.;:~nD 
au.-u t.-ms the disciple of . ChilttQnp1 9:.-amikal, t-:211lo some 
l!:r&hava t.ll!'itoas opine that thei~ relations was just 
friendly. Nataraja Guru GBVn1 °0rlee on boing quootioncd 

, about tho Guruhood of tho Chattambi 9r~"'m1, tho Guru 
Naraysno sS1d he woos no objoct1on in taking Chattopl 
tr...omi oa Guru. u To eubotontiate this Nat::~ra ja Gutu g1vos 
us Mother ¢eu:'lple, 0 0no of tho ourly eanposJ,tions of tho 
Gur-u callod uavcmcnjal"i (iU.ne VersoG} oxprossly recognisoo 
ct tho boginning how it ce:no to bo v;r1tten at the i.nstonco 
of tho aZisunGma Guru. 0 J:.hieh in the sansltr1t clooig~t!on 
¥oA: the na:Jo of !Qinjen P1llui, t-.tlan tho Guru r~or<::yono ot 
tho ctDrt of his ov.n caroor avo11":odly called e aGuru. 0 

This io Do good De cDlling hltn his ov:n etGuruu.. · 
Notilra~ Guru, OQ•S&f· • p.259. soo also, 
A.*Ayyappan, ~u~~iy loku oru Thirinjunott~,o in 

.Ltsala .v.,;..L.!U'lahnon, gp.ct"-• p.204. 
But Su:i J?azhumpull ~.ehyutllun G6Y a thot tho ~.-ords 0 LOdh 
Guru" and a~aunana Guru" r:ero not on.ougll to provo ta~t 
creo i~oraycJn<J Guru hklsolf ~-pproved thut Chattamb1 
t.\"'f:milt~l o o his Guru. see. 
PoahG:apolli Aehyuthon, :9ro i~£LlXQ.OQ ,Gy~ l Qi}C£QnQl}n,l), 
Thonnokltal .1.960, PP• ~ • 
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and Thalkl:attu h1yyavu. Tho lattt?r tought h!m tho t'lY otorioo 

of yoga. 1 Thon ho loft for t.1a.rutht't&) t;141Bi• D donso of 

mountain forest to the GO at of t-.Jagarco11 nhere ho oolect.ed 

• cave called .,P11lathadsm" for soli'tudo and moditation. a 
Hio <tDpas (yogic p~~ct1cao and moditotiona) helpoct him to 

roach tho etago of ~o,QY.oaqyl;t'1. the highoot stage ono can 

f:lttain v.:hile soul in tho bodi. 3 

Hgoin ho continuod hia encll.oss ~~..$AS 4111 ovQx- K.arnlo 

and toutb India and minglod freely v1ith untouchobloc1 non

approDchilbles• Clu'ist1an£1' and·t::luslims t:Jlthout art'{ d1&tinetion 

of ca sto. crood or. ro11g1o~. and ato t."Jh<Jtevor thq off o:r:Gd. 4 

It v:a 0 dUring this period of "avDdhuta'" lifo that Guru CJO~ 

him nelf onlightenO{]. on th~ p;roblCllUl G of contanporcrv cc:1oty 

and studtod tho !)~ority of eastoisn .ond 'tho depth of cu:;ar

stit!on end m1sorios of poverty o'l tho d:.rm trodden. He 

corofully onolyood tho cauoo of dccedant:e c:nd diognooocl 

divorso foctor:s \~lien alliftod hu:nan pro~ooo ond found c;aong 

otllor things that relig1uuo rivolr1oa ood fouckll conflicts 

os al co ttlo ec.1sto 111 ota:~ t:ote tho 9l'Ootost ona:aioo to tho 

GJDnc1~ution of mankind. · Ho c.~leo roDliood that unlooo and 

until el.l Gto t'luG ocehotJod pooplo rJ.ll nt"Ner dar!vo tho 

bloooingo of Uberty, oqual.tty, frotorn1ty l.lnc.l ju~ic.e, 

1. Nutcrnja Guru, ODe,Gi1t..• pp.259-60. 

2. Ual<. canoo, ga. FJ.t1 , p.92. 

3. Ooniel Thooo o, ella Si$•• p.92. 

4. S: .. ~l D.~"lamo Thoertlion, ;!f~ .ei .RQ9S5!a. p.l43. 
U; t<. sonoo • .m..s1t., PP• o • . 
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tthlieh ~o the valuos tht:tt should fo:rm tho foundations of 

on 1dosl socioty •1 Th1a diroct kno-.vledgo persuaded him 

to become the chanpion of tho poor ilnd to fight against 

tho!.~ do.l)lorablo conditions. 

It t-.ras during 'the days of hie \"Jandering S~i 

seloctad tho Aruvippux-am hills 1n the South of Tr~wancore 

os his abodo. Tho nows of his ·stily at liruvlppurcm EPl'Oild 

enong 'tho pooplo. ,. a monlt of great ep1r.i:tuol atta!mont t:as 
~ . . : 

living ct A.ruvlppur·an. Tho news of miraculous pOt'l<lrG of 
' ~ ' ' . ~ 

tho GuJ-U 't'JO s t.ho most important f octo~ d'lich attr~fted p aopl o 
., 

to him. They app~:oachod him for x-el'lof f~an their mo.ny \';ll)Os .. 

. for getting relief f~cm incurable .d1ooasos. tho cttact: of ov11 

E?irit~h f~ .ll(;Wing cbildron. fOJ: pro9"oso 1n businoss otc. 2 

~~11 soc~ions of pocplo frCZ~ neot and distcmt plDeoo uood to 

visit t-.d.lh gifts. 3 &:.l£m1 \1!16 YCtll'f lc.een to know their problEOo. 4 

'th1G c:ontoct \11th poor low cestQ p'oople• \".be uood to visit 

him• afforded h1cl on opportunity to know thct lifo in d~th 

end rcnge. Thuc no ocde direct contact t1ith tho tlotoriol, 

pcycholo~col and ~1r1tuol proble:no that troubled tho pcoplo 

of ltorDlD. Cy tho prooence of Q:;Qi or not, 5 r.i.thout ony 
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diccrimJ.nauon, paoplo frGil sovaral GVurtors flocked to 

;~rwippurcn. as if it t~ao ll holy plcco for p1l(Jrlclogo. "' 

vost eoncout:"oo of mon end t:ttnon \...::tUld roach 'tho spot doily 

for bvving e bath in tho r111·ctt and for \'tO~Gh1pp1ng t.;ith 

folded handa- 1 tlajority of vieJ.toZ"o t-Jot'O lcn·1 caoto pOOl)lo 

\':A'lo t.'1dra proventod hy easto ruloa faoOZl offorlng t:OJ:ship Dt 

tho temples Q.\.VOod by tho Goverfl!nont ond tho h19ber CD stoo. 

r.bat thoy folt ct. i'\ruvippuram t"'Ds tho ftoodom to offo~: 

. \"t"'rship tAth d1gntty a,rid solf Z'O$Z)eet. tho foet thct Dt 

Aruvippura. no ~anplo in tho 'formal sonso existod nuJdo no 

cliff ozaneo to then. This o".or~olming onthusiocn of pcoplo 

gDvo St;mml tho 1de£J that tho cent~o of corehip ~o on 

1operat1Vo nood. Sc;;tni fol~ thot tho t1mo bod ccr.ao £or 

than to hsve a pldcG of t"."Orahip \-Jlich thoy could call thou 

or.m. Guru eight ~vo thouynt thut only free OJCh .u c ontro 

ho could direct his constzouctivo cct!v1t1eo. Zt:G:l1 told 

his dosiro bof=o hio dcvotcoa. Tllo ro~onoe t.o tho ideo 

t".:C a v rn:y onthu t1a otic. 

sroa tJDrayano Guru knot'; thot tho GtJsieat way to 

ro1oe tho untouchablas frc:n thou morCJl atupor. we a to 

rofo~m thoir roligiouo t;:);rch1p. Th1c !.doo of roligiouo ro 

rofol!Q. as D matter of filet, difforontiatcd Nczocycna auru 
fsom othor rol1g1crus rafoJ:Oero of tho 19th century lndic. 

l:bilo almont all ooeicl roi'Ol'Cloro liko ao.t- Hc::J l;1ohan Roy, 

Ksehab CilOndrD run. Dayanondo sara er.'4thy and othero oppoaod 
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any fo.r:m of 1dolct.oz:y •1 sreo Nax'ayana Guru sta.zoted his 

rol~glous rofo~ activitioa by installing Dn idol of Shiva 

at ftrUVippur~ in !GaS. Although ~royanD Guru btnself 

did not boliovo 1n idols and .tmages, he did not object to 

tho boliof of the cw~age people 1n then if it \.10Uld 

result in holping than to livo ~eal.thy end noblo livoe. 2 

Tho ability to know tho dosiz'e of the unlotterQd pooplo io 

ono of tho rc;,csons for the sUCcess of l'lbrsyaM Gu~:u. At 

the some tJ.rno Bral'lno religion of Re!Mlohan Roy X'ansined fo~ 

too intelloctuQl ond dry eroed to be oven sueeossful us a 

popular rol1g1on and failed to make any attempt to link up 

t-1ith tho populer let-:er caato monothe1ntic cult ~ich $Oa!l 

to hiJvo boen f~irly numaroua in tho J.8th century Jongul. 3 

Thuefoz:e, Narayana Guru• o consocration was not "to Dllow

.t.ng pooplo to renuin 1d1004 but to ru.t.oo t.ho untouchable 

1. ~ccording to RtJjo Rci:n Uo~n Roy tho idOl \-:DI'ehip 1::aa 
0 1ncillcat.cd for tho a&"le of 'tlloao \-dloso ljm1ted undor

atond1ng rendered thew in capable of cCXlp.rotuJnd1ng and 
adozo1ng tho 1nvis1ble ouprane bo1ng, so t'1at cUCh persona 
might not rcoa1n 1n D b.x'utlfied stDto dootitute of oll 
roligiouo pr1nc1ploo. 
l<o11d<lo r~ag and Oobajyot1 Burman ( od.) • .i,h,.Llingll.s!! r:ctrltp 
gg a~ohyn Hgy, Calcutta. 1946, Port II; p;14. 
For ~tiing the detoilo of othor social r<iformr~&a ott1tuclo 
to idolotory, seo 
Ola:loa H. He1m ooth, Jndiun NatiOQP.,l1rm pnfl H1nqu GQSiul 
Qvf2£1· D:mbay 1964. 

2. ona day t\4'0 or thro0 devoteos of Narayana Guru approochod 
hlQ for installing an idol in thoir tenplo. Inotoad of 
eonoeeroating an idol Cklni odV1oed thoJ to hung a l~~P 
ot tho Sanctu:n 55nctoru:n of tho tenplo t.hoy rofuood thio 
adVico and co.npollocl CWG.111 for instoll!ng c:~n idol. C-;c:'.:l1 
agrood the op1nion o£ dovotoos thGt poople t~ould not 
satiofy ed.th a a1mplo lQmp• thoy should huva an 
01·' Q di · ~.~ Ot')r.t • 0 

P.K. ua u r r.1nun, cm.s;it. • p.l54. 
3. Dov1d Kopt, 0 RD!!lmohUn Roy and tho aongal Renaiooor.co: ''n 

H1stox.-1ogri:~hic~l Essay," v. C. Joohi ( od.). ftphc!J Rgx 
nasa tnv,:oc.,.emn of J~\o.de;:Q1Q9tio..n. ijow Delhi ; p;Ss. 

4. Kalido a i..:Jg itOd Doba jyoti uurnu:m, OQ· c&"S&. p.l9 7. 
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fl:O':a thoir moral otupor and to provide them freodan to 

offer \"..'Orchip 1.1ith dignity and solf ro~3H1ct. S!:'oo NDrayanD 

Guru• s mC~in inrrt! tut1on of this conooc::rot.ton t":O s to 

otrt<Jblish tho right of· untolleh&blos to v:ot thip Gods ond 

Goddoosos according to thoil: choice. ThGI:"afore, 5\"JEOtl 

bagon his first crusade agDinst religiona preposterousness 

and pzoolifocy e~nd decided to fight ug.:tinst traditional 

r~ligious obsorvancos and customs. swcn1 ccmo forrrJrd for 

noving a rad1cel .change 1n tho soc1oty. n s a nobol· Guru 

c.hallonged tho ~ahemanical t.r.odition end thou monepoly 

rights of eoncrat~on of 'tanplos by conaocrating o Shlva 

tcmplo llt A.ruvippu.t~Zl. so f~ as it has boon the pr1vilogo 

of the Bral'rlins to eonsoca:-ato a tanplo and any dov1llt1on 

from thio practice \1DG conoiderod socr11ogious. a roboll1on 

DgD1net tho tradition Dnd custom of tho aoc1oty. 1 In laying 

a otono of tho thDpo of Sbivalin9{1 from tho river Nayyar, 

Nt:rayDna Guru quostionod tho prepondo.rant influonco of 

O.ruho!no and thu~ croatod an opoch molting ovont in tho 

hi story of Karol&. Tlll this time tho oxa,o,a ~ r1oro provcntod 

fro:a off orinc r.;orsh1p to the prcmior doitios 11ko Vishnu, 

Shiva, ilrahm.w ate. • of tho cc:~ato Hindu pontlloon. The 

,qyprnaa to.tero only 4Cllowod to l";;a:' ehip ovil god end goddossoo 

Dnd off er1ngo them ttei'O toddy, orrctett ond tuo bloOd of 

onir.a~lo. Thoroforo, this c:onsocrCJUon rJiJS certainly ll eilent 

but ot.rong pl'otest ugcinot :arotrn(Jnical conuol. Thus fran 

J., ODniol Thana s. R9• Gilt. • P• .1.2. 
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this tJ.mo onwards tho lowor easto possosaed freQdom to 

tVOrsh1p tho higher Gods of li1ndu1s. r.illch tiDG monopoliood 

by Brahmins (:nd it ehoo.k the very founG:ltion of social ond 

J:Ol.tgious contJ:"ol of the Bt:'<lhmins. 

Gy this activity NilrD}'anc Guru ac::compllshod throo 

th1ng o. ( 1) Ho quostionod the tdoological h~Gnony of tho 

Grehm1ns in soclety and thus shook the very foundation of 
' ' 

ea ste riddon Kerala society. (2) Ho instilled a netJ 

G?1t1t of ()nthusiosn cnong tho sxawz;, boc&uae from this 

time ont::arcls the lo~ eooto peoplo got tho f!"oedtrn of ~sbip 

of tho hlghel:' goda of H1ndUisa. Thus (tho hit upon tho ideo 

that br 1ntrod1..'t ~"ng tho "c1v111zod" gods of llind.u ponthaon 

into the Eahova tonplos. al And (3) Guru toolt 4lt.-:DY tho 

lor.ror oatanie Godo of prlr.l1tive roligion fto.-J Ezlwvao. 

Thus thin act ro:>roaentod tho bog1nnino of o p~ceful and 

croativa revolution in ttorDlo soc1oty. 2 Revolution bcccuoo 

it not only quactionod the prova1.l.1ng custo;,o but tJlGo 

cougllt to chcnge thWl in t!C:tion. tho consccrutlon of 

.:..'l1vol1ngo ot #truvippuro in 1GJa. t·Jao ono such direct 

e<:tion. 1~ \'Ji:IC poc;;coful in tho oonoo th£t ttlero r:.::n3 no 

aclvcccey o~ <l violent outburut agatnot Broh:lino o.r: to 0 tho1r0 

tcruploo. Installing a !:511v.Jlingo in no· ::oy 1ntorferrod 

1. C.&. Sivod:Jth ntroo l~llEU}'Cnil Guru.n 
:.1. ~vindon ( cd. ) , ..Q..M.F! t,,, p. 2J.J.. 

2. v. 1. cc:nuol, aong_c~, Qn.Q.tJaJ.,1q1.on gnsJ.,Pnp_rP.£lt 
tlet'J Uolhi 1971. p:54. 
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directly t".tith tho Brahnin• s. rights. This herDldod a t·1cvo 

of enthusioetn uspecially cnong tho lower castes and they 

bagan looking upto ~ee Nar.ayand Guru as thoir "Guru. tJ 

1'\t the same time NaJ:"ayana Guru did not envisage a . 
caste ridden sOCiety. J:n the front of the Jo\ruvippur£m 

tenple he inscribed the follo\'Ving vorse: 

r~ITHotn" DIFFERE\C!s OF 0'-\Sf .E 
NOR l~N"•lll l.ES OF CREED 
riLL LIVE LIKE BROl'tieiS 1\T HEART 
HfLi E IN THl S I 0&\L PLACsl 

S!!'ee Not:CJYaft() Guru intended this temple to a-mbolise tho 

brotherhood of man ~nd equality of all boforo God. The 

1dea of St:oe Narayana Guru ~.a~ to put an end to cDoteisn 

and to bring togoth_. tho peoples of K.erala irreQoetive 

of caste and creed ot tho foot of the one n r.:ntorrwl God. u 

t'Jith1n o short ~an of tJrno ho ostabli shed about 60 tanples2 

which rsnained tho meane of Gmt)nciptJti.on for lakho of 

peoplo vmo \'10X'C Joniod tho olenento.r:y hunDn rights of 

worshipping in t~ples of one' a own enoico. 

Tho conctruction of tonpl.os by Narayana Guru wns 

viowod De a process of SDnGkrit1~ut1on m1ong tho Eahav~s. 3 

J.. Tr~nslatod from r~llllayulc..:n s.wmi DhtJrmothoe:rthan, 
Ibfl..l?£0Pb9t 2ft~ Chanpaahant.ni, 1931, p.33 • 
. h1.Jtaru j ~uru • . _____ ..:.._ ~ , P• 24. 

2. For t.he list of TG:nploa noo, 
Natarcja GUrU, ..sm,cit1,, pp.3~7-a. 

3. Tho tom a;mott.ritiaction v-ms coined by i.j. il.!. St:inivo GDn 
to dos:r1bo tho procens of cultural mobility in the 
trod1t1onDl ooeiol otructure of Indio. ACcording to him 
nsans!;ritizution is ll proeoss by tJhich lOliJ Cto~oto Hindus 
or tribal or other gro~o chango its eustano, rituals, 
ideology and tho ~;ay of lifo in the d1roct1on of u high 
and frequontly • twic o born c & ste. •" · 
U.N. srinivooan, Spc_ial gtange in :Jpdptn ln4&a 1 J3orkoly • 
1966, p.6. 
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Primdfecie \"JO foe1 'thut the eonscreiltion of ~yarn: Hindu 

to:nploo and othQI' soc1al rofo.rm octiv1t1oe like giving up 

of consumption of liquor and animal socrifice wet"e ottanpta 

ot Sonskr1t1%at1on. 1 ln fact. scee Narayc:1na• s construction 

of tG'3ples el tenpl0s instetld of bein9 a senseless imitation 

of beliefs, rituals and practiCes of Brahmins, wes rnoro a 

protost and ehallencse2 to powor and tbe establisttnent. It 

\vas in a oocial ~t:tucture that surrendered it self to Brt~h:nln 

do:nination with a religious farvour that SNemy not only D 

non-Brahmin, but also non Casto Hindu, ccme to con;ecrote 

nn idol. l".hcn no code h~d QrGntOd an S;llava the right to 

conduct tho installation eorenony then how could Nanu, an 

hzhava, porfo~ tbo act in contravention to all the accepted 

J.. or. i'\yyappcn say s,tbat socioloqically considered thero \-.:a a 
onG-~ar;rp~t to his cctlv1t1Qs was eimed at fully SOnGtr;r1t1• 
zing the Ezhavas by e>rganiz1ng for the Szhuvoo just tlloce 
Hindu inGtituUons to \\hieh they were denied occoso by the 
highc caste. 

a ov t a K- 1 V · 1 A ~tu n CUl ur 
9LhS lie • P• , 

ACcord ng to George \·:.;od Cock, QsroeNaroyuno Guru proposed 
through sanslu'it1aotion of their observances end cinco tho 
tonples operated by the Brahmins ware close to them, he 
oatabl1shod a serios of pllrallol tGDplos dodicutod to 
Vishnu ~nd Sliva in cl'llch an orthodox ritual r.:orld be 
e olebratod but by an EzhcJva priest ratilor then a ar.;hmin. 
Kera).c I'\ e.o~j;,ruAt fl tb£::[:\al<Jqor, London, J.9u71 'P.e22d-9. 
soo Dl!)O, CilDrl:os • Ho sa~fi. 'The Function or Hindu cociol 
Roformors - tith ~ecial Roforonco to K. e:ralc1 1 .- ibo lnd1un 

11f;Soaco~...,. ,:md social Higtgu Rov1cn:h Vol. XV, t~:>. , iilnuurv-
.... nrdl lil, r. 2'7; 
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nomSl Thls not only irritated casto Hindus bu't also 

b0l-41dered the conservatives in the E%huva etnmuni'ty 1teolf •1 

1\ll consenative people had doubt about Guru• e cOinpot.onco 

in conse:.:ation of, ll shlva t«tple. \".hen a Brahmin who 

quost.1oned Guru• s eompatenee he ropliod ~at. ttt have 

conseeratod not a Shiva of BrDhmins but of Ezhavas. • 2 It 

was not only Q chollenge against the hegc:mony of Bramins 

but Dl s0 against senseless customs thot surv1vod through 

agos as though by divine ordinance. This sonse of modernity 

brought tho fil'st ray of llgbt into the lifo of the untoueh-. 

abloa &nd unapprouchabl&e of Korala, who were for contU1:'1as, 

\-:i.illotJing in darkness and slavery. Tsnplos woro to NareyonD 

Guru Cl .moons to an end. once the ond wao achiovdd he wse 

not much bothered about the grotra-th of tenples. In 1917 9'1cni 

advised his peopl~ 

Do not encourage construction of tanplos Dny longor 
lf at all any tanple is 'to ue constructed it cllould 
bo a snall one j,l9.l/ The edUeationol31nat1tut1ons 
bo. the chief tenples ~enpho sis addqsV 

Though Narayana Gutu hild established more than siXty 

tsnplos, . saae of thGD de servo spee1al mention. In 1912 he · 

eotabliohod o t~pla at Varkkolo rinich \~s dodicotod to 

SDrudhil, tho Goddoss o£ lecrning and knor.tledge. 4 In 1920 ho 

1. cno of tho t~h.)VC)o wos Cherune111 Kr1shndn Vu1dyor vlho 
seriously <louoted rhlethor tho S\1/lml had tho outbority of 
ccriptural ·eanction for consecrating on idole in o temple. 
P. PoramoSWoJran, Of!t cJt., pp.5 7-aa. 

2 • .V,Ayg~gdi!Van, ripril..t\oy 1917, Vol.XIV, t~os. 1 Dnd 2 
(t.\ec:iBm•SdciJVdal .1.092 t1. E.) • p.l4. 

3. P.K.. Gopal.ala". ishtwn, ~ru&ath4q:ta Sft~pk.ata Cbn;itrt:q, 
Trivandrum 1974, pp.5 -30. 

4. J!Av.ekpc.\gy an, buc lt Volum ea, of 1912. 



' .104 : . 

conseel'ated a temple at Karcmu!~ltu in trichur district. 

The dosir& of devoteos was to inst&ll the idol of Lord 

Chidl.tllbal'anoth. But tho at tho timo of instDllat1on, tho 

Guru requested th<Jn to bring a l~p ilnd 1nstc1lllod it in 

lieu of idol· and pronouneod the benediction ~Lot thoro be 

light. ol The O('l;~t milestone in the path of his rofoJ:m \105 

tho founddtion of tenples in Muruklwmpuaha near Tr1vandrum 

in 1922, ~r·~'hero 1n placo of deity a bright light revouling 

t.he ®rds, "Truth, duty • k1ndnoss ~nd live" ~.Jas instDllod. 2 

In 1924 • he built Dnothor temple at KalavancodG in Shortholai 

district \'.lith e big mirror inst.ead Qf deity which syrabolically 

represents tho f ~t th4;tt God 1s p.ztesont in tho self. Tho so 

innovations in tlio con!let;ration not only diffnronticte his 

concept of tcnples from Brt~h:nino but als> givE1 us an insight 

that tho ideal a are more important than idols. J\ o for him 

ttue religion end v .. -orr:hip is obsorvanco of cuch noble 1dools 

or im~geo and tfLlploo must not be o bl"eeding ground of 

mooningloss custcms ond rltuale. 

In thG firot pl.weo Nor Dyana Gul'u' s cone cpt of to.nploo 

wilo ontiroly difforent fran thct of the Drchmine. Tho il1m 

of conatruct1nt.: .-GJploo \·mo to instoll honour end di9n1ty in 

tho o1nds of the htzllun. To h1m ta3pl.os must bo very nout 

und cloan. Ho believed that cueh an atmocyhore \··;ould produco 

.1. P. Po.rtru etr:.oran, ga, £i1a • p.122. 
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1n men thoughts about God, cleanliness, moral desires and 

fz:eedo:n. mental ceres and bodUy ltloarnoss. J. "ccoz:od1ng to 

John *'iers, the purpose of sroo NarayoM GurU was to purify 

the pollutod atmo~here and to sublimate 1dolab11y to a 

purer lovel of obstract vil'tue. bending toeiel forces to 

servo tho highest Dims. Shlva wDs thua &anctionod ao tho 

. symbol of pure beauty and truth. so by these methods hd 

\'16& able to lead tbo atroam of devotion to tho bo_undlos$ 

oeenn of Bratm.an, changele-ss and imperishable l.9l Ia!D:l !,!;7J-• .'2 

Ho ostablished a set. of rituals did priests. H1s 

tonplos ~11ero laid dpen to all castes and car.mun!.tios without 

Dny discrimination. He wanted to do away with o~ diosolve 

fb~ly the di.scricindtions based on birth and to establish 

equal1 ty between man and man. Ho L14s vory cautious with 

regord to the esse of tGnplos. Ha selected priests fro:n 

lower c:o ate people and tl'ainod them. This \"'DS actually o 

ehallongo t.o BJ:ahmins \'lGlO beliovod thDt they woro tho only 

pooplo to do tho priestly dutios in tho t<Dploo of \-;1l1ch 

c:llote HindU Gods and <.:aoddoss t:;ore in'Stellod. Theoo temples. 

thoreforo, wero <Jctually o parallel to those of tho uppor 

casto. Thoao tsoplen reproeontod not only o challenge to 

the Jttah:n1n dominutlon but Dl GO chO\"JOd tho non-Brahi:nin 

ccrznunitioG a \"Jtrf out o·E' th~ existing religious obcervotion 

1. lei£!,. p.91. 

2, John $)1cr Ot "i\ t·:orrior Rish1, 0 Gurutcula Publ1cot1on 
Houso, 1950, .tl• 7 qUOtod in 
DDniol Tho:nas. 9J."laSQi't1 • p,l4. 
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as laf.d dOwn by the Brllhmins. Tho con ecer.-ation at K 

KQrcntuldtu l.'lurukkupuaha and ltalovant'.cdqwere a distinct 

d~arturo from the orthodox tradition. T .. e moaning of Dll 

these consecrations \vas to lend the humun mind from the 

low symbols to th~ h1gh. 1 His concep{'rolig1on YJas the 

roligi;ln of hunannoss, .:Alien preached univereal brothorhood 

and mainta1nod that llll ·mon belonged to •one cattto,ono 

religion and one God. 0 

sroo Narayano Guru wus not a pr®eptor of a new; 

philosophy. His doctrino rms dorivod fran thclt of SDnkara• e 

pdVd~t§ OX' non-di.Jc.1lity. "*CCOZ'ding to uaeeaUQ philosophy t 

OJ:chman.( God) ~nd crooted boing one and tho seme. ~rDfano 

Guru says, flr(lbnall is re.al <lnd tho world is mayo c:~nd tho 

finite 1nd1v1.dual is none other than Bralrnon it. self. 2 

though Sl'ee Narayuna followed the philosophy of non-duuli.ty 

of sankcr&, he could not ogreo \l.ith all opiniona of z.;ankurD 

ot?oe1ally tho cone cpt of Q:euurxc.)EDDt. 

Cante d1sc:r1m1nt.~t1on for srea i\.~r<lyLlnw Guru wua 

irrational and uns:lentiflc. Thflt wae vmv in 1920, ho 

pro;.wgated his doctrine aeno ca sto, one religion end one God 

for monltind. 0 thio doctrine denonetrnte tho bel1ef thut 

Dll man bolonged to onG reco, one casta, ono rol1.g1on and ono 

God. Hio roliri'Jn t\'il& tho rolig1on of hun~nnoso end univorCDl 

1. lb~q.,, p.109. 

2. sroo .NdrtJyune Guru, ,~a;:e,ano pol,L! with ecmrnontcry of 
St~Smi V1dydnondd, VDrtdlo, 19tl2. p • .L59. 
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brothe~bood \mien cxioted for castloos socioty. "If the 

tecching of • ono ec:utte, one r&lig1on end one God for culn• 

.1 s vic:med f:tom tho per !liPeetive of an .advoit1n, a v. t. S«:nuel 

says, 0 1t \<JOuld becomo clear that men should attenpt to 

attain the ultimate truth not by discriminating botwoon 

man and man. roligion and religion or botwoen God and God, 

but by d1scr1m1nilt1ng botwoen rec:~lity ·and unroolity. • 1 

Guru advised, nnon•t osl~, tell or think of caste,n2 because 

ho believed in tho principloe tnct. '*vmatevor bo one• s 

religion J.t is enough that m<m bocomo goodn and "v&'lctovt!l' 

a man does for his own plea&Ure sholl be of tho bonGfit of 

otners. o3 sreo Narayan& Guru nQVer uro~e dov.n. his teachings 

ond novor proachod hia aozmon. His 1nfluoneo ~read through 

the ex:anpla of his life and the efforts of his many discipleo. 

ln 1913 Narayana Guru established the tUIU1ta t-iSht~'":! 

at hlt:eyo, t·Jhere in F~brua:y 1924 be organised a 0 §Q&"V8 f~lajja 

J&•;::tQ)Ju)0 (Confo:ronco of All :ttclig1ono) for o caapilrDt1vo 

stud'/ of all the principal roligions in Indi~. Guru procl• 

oitlod tnat thio confer:onco "~oo convened "not to argue Dod 

t~in but to loorn and let lcwrn. n4 And 1n hio mossago to tho 

l. V, T, sa:nuol, ,o.aa.c,j.t, , pp.l52-3. 

2. 

3. Puaha:nbally ~.chyuthan, A,go Nu.t'£iXuno Gu£-U { Ql},Dren~ltul), 
~R·£~t., p.l23 •. 

4, M, K. sanoo, .9Ra &iS. t P• 3tti. 
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conforeneo he said, "This roligioos conference havo rovoaled 

thot the ulthncto goal of all rollg~ona is tho GC:lo ond that 

tho.r.; is no neod for followo~s of different rol1g1ons to 

fight ~ong thcmsolvos. a1 The main objoctivo of the Swami in 

holding the Par11amont ·of Rol1g1on r1.us to briny home to peOplo 

the ossential unity of oll roligions. 

Tho idoas of sreo Narcoyana Guru had very great Jmpli• 

cations both in soc:i..sl an~ religious field. Tho moat 

jmportant achiovenen't of Narayalld Gut:u v-Jas that ho could 

bring together vaJ:ious denomination$ of Th1yyas known in 

d1f.ferent n.ames in Travancore. Cochin end British Uolabar. 

to a cort.a1n ())(tent he had succeeded in putting Dn end to 

sub-caste feelings anong the ~hllvas and to organize then 

under one roof for fighting against the canmon CDuae of 

untouehct~bles. th1s naturally helpod Ezhava oiddlo clDss to 

orgonizo thoir o~vcment i.lgainst feudal clces rolutions. Hio 

movenont o att&cttcd the hegcsnony of SX'ahmins onci tho tradition 

of prioothood. His refozm moVGilent holpod to denocret1c 

soei~l institutions ct~nd remodelled ol.d roliglouo ·outlook 

to suit tho nm11 social nooda. Hi!J rofor.u helpod to woatton 

thCi .. d1crupt1vo institutions ao cuoto \":hich troro obot.:clos 

to \rho progroos of untouch<lbleo. His consOC.tdtionn of tanplo 

oought to astublish oquol rights to Dll pooplo, t"~i:thout Dny 

dicer1m1n"'t1on of casto otatuo, to \"JOrchip f.W;..§n&£ Gods and 

Ooddosces. t11s movonent to v certilin extant holpod to 

1. 1aw... P· 383. 



aehicva coeiol and econcmic freoda:n and cultural c:dvelnce 

to tho untouchables of Kerola. 

Tho soc1o-re11gioua refom of .Narayana Guru was 

denocrotic in chct'acterc on the prineJ.ploo of individUal. 

liberty and hJ,Jman equality. That rws \1lhy S.ti. s. Nc:tmboodiri

pad doscribes I~r~yana Guru as 0 th first inspirer and 

oz:goni&s of tho mass dQnoc.t'atic movonont of the cultivating 

end londlosa peasant masses of K.or1Jl&. 1 JUs doetrino of ono 

casts one l"oligion and ono God was ettcropt1ng to build a 

roligi.OU$ outlook vh\ich v.:ould bUild up notionol unitY of all 

communities and coste to solvo day to day problSJs like tt)e 

obol1tion of caste, tho ostablishmont of oquolity bott'1oon 

man and lll1tln ate. Thorcforo, thoro is no t.'Ondo.r if fl.'lrt.iycna 

Guru is callod as the pioneer of tho nationDlist oova:1ent 1n 

Ker~la.2 

SJ'oe Narayana Guru wao a profound thlnkor. philocophcr, 

o groat soer and c famous poet as woll os i.l QOOd ccholur of 

tlalayala.a, sunskrit and Tsil. ln 1697 ho caupoood ',•£'710QpdeQG 

~thak!ffi, u book on original vod<lnta, The JJ91j§ifna.:Jalg ~ich 

wos compoaod in about 1916 res>rooon'ts vorv stilndard of 

my at1ct:~l 11to:c&Jtura. H.ll hie poons ( nwbering 47) have boon 

pbbliohod. sane important t;orlts of Sree Nmruye;lna Ciuru ure 

.&Q_;,ecnxa 15.1J::Sihf?nt!'l• !!SXQ~Sa .. D&PJ.M, DM.~.l~Slt tff:iv.o.. 

UngJs1.a. Jf:!SlDkDiJys etc. !n ·addition to thDt he 

J.. E.l.-1, ~ I.J&Dbooctlripad, JS.qiDlD: ygqtcg;dAY. I2dSX and Tomqrrot-:, 
2R· s;_l$.,' p.l20. . 

2. 1.bl.4.. 
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1'.ranald~od I!l&;ultUfa.l and ~huy&lptuJskgn frcrn Tanil and 

);fi?VDm!2Qllni§h94 from sanskr~t. 

ln 1927 Narayana Guru fell 111 and on 20th of 

SOptoabar 1928 at the <.~ge of 74 he died at sivagir1. 1 

. By tho ond of tho 19th contu:y sroe· l~r.;lygntl Guxu 

had boeomo vory populDZ' both anong the poor end unlottored 

Ezhavos es \-;tell as tho newly enezged E.ahava middle elo.oo. 

r.'hilo on tho one hand h1o roligious reputation and rpirltuol 

qualities "to cure people of their disoasoG, to exorciso 

evil f35)1r1\tf' t;~tc. , 2 appooled to a liu:ge nu:nbor of poor and 

illtterato ezhavas, o.n the other band his sacio-rol1g1ous 

activities attracted tho bourgeois soc:tion of tho EzrulVDs. 

Narayana Guru's ~alig1oua rofo:an ideas found general 

cec~tanco &nong the odu(:atod Szhovoo through~ut l<orola. 

Tho educated middle closs 1.-:ros very mu;:h itnproosod not only 

by his attaclt ag&inst %'ol1g1ouo cuporstition vnc;l tho 

GDcerdotol d1ctutordl1p of Br&hmlno, 3 bUt cleo by his 

social roforru ~tivities lik~ tho cc:npa1gn for mooo education, 

oliminYti~n of untouchability und castoien, abolition of 

ov11 custcm a and thG cncouragmont of inCt"uotrios. Tho othor 

factor tihich ottroctod EzhavD olitos to r~~rc.v~na Guru t-:.oo 

1. l)erolp Kqynudi, 22nd Soptenbor 1929, p.l. 

2. l'umoran AsDn 1 °8rchnno Shri NarDyDna Gurus.·Jt:Jiyude Joovo 
Ch~ritrcm, 0 J&Yr!2di!XQQ, f,lay-Ju.1y 19l5 ( Edavam-t.l1thuncm 
l~O), Vol. , \:Os. 2•3, p.40. 

3. sae,· fKiVCljjO pag,ar gf PEt J!DlPJ!• Filo No.1. 
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h1 s adVocacy fOil social oquallty Dnd praJotion of s~1al 

solida%"1ty. Thoroforo, e nuober of dt)ctors, oclvocotoe, 

judgee. tocchers. t'#'it.ere ond other odlJected poroono, ao 

t.toll as menbo .. s of tho landed middle close cc:no for~ard 

to beeomo his disciples. · 

By tho end of .19th c ontu:ry • t"'hlOO sroe f-!UayDnc Guru 

entored 1nto nol!io-J>el1g1ous r:ofom cc.t1vit1oo, I!ZhDVll 
. . 

canmunity h~d alreadY procbced a strong micldlo ~laoo duo 

to the lmpuct of co:nmorc:1e1izat1on of u9riculturo, introdu

ction of \~JoGt~rn oduct.~tion, cystco of l.at;J end public 

cdn!nistl"Jtion. ir.<troduction of land rofoms puttorenod on 

tho rJootorn concept of privoto property, dovol~cnto of 

CGans of c:cn:nunic;.)tion .:md philonthropie act1v1t1oo of 

Chr1ot.ion ciocionarioe. It t"XlG through thio clDoo thut 

3reo Ucrcyana Guru' o !dooa found social cxprooc1on. It \'J.lo 

prcciaoly -t.hio fcctor \-..'hich accounted for hie wecoao 

lt ccy, hooovoz, bo notod that ocr11or on n:anavo 

oa1nt, Volayu~~D Pcniek~r of KDtth1kavpall1, tried to ulter 

tho traditionul rcl1g1ouo belief o DOd pl:'cJcticoo of Cahavoo. 

In 1004 ho ootoblicbod tho first ~zh~va tc.r.ll.)lo ~or Oliva 

ot mot.tl:od Dnd in 1851 ho oto:t.Gd tho fit"ot ,r~g\h-21;ol_i.-Xe£"--:n 

~or Ezhcvao.l Ho oleo pursuoded l!zhovos to odo;>t r~yot 

hair ctylo and ~Jvicod t'::mon to \"zoor tho blouoo ond orn£Oonts 

of cooto J-;inCUo, 2 Gut c:t.Jo to tho DbGcnco of a otrong 

\ 
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middlo closo to support his oovonont tho ondeavours of 

Pcnickor did nat .Jcqul.ro the charae.tor of o movc:mont. 

on tho other &ide. r.:hon Travdneore Eahava $tlbhll. a 

secular organization foundod by Palpu in 1896, failed to 

conquer tho heart of the ordinary .Ezhdvao for 1ts arguments 

l.lppoalod only to the sndll section of odueatod uppor loy or s 

of the EahaVds,1 the &have loado:r:s soon r~a~.t.sod that no 

movonont \10Uld bo a success without taking into account tho 

religious prejudices of the poop1o. 2 In tho te<:;chings of 

sroo Narayana Guru thoy found the ans\vcr to this p.robl<m. · 

Tho coming togothor of sroe NDrayana Guru (.)Od the Ezhovo 

middlo claos t.'(la a result of thio obje.etive situation. The 

cooperation ov¢ntuolly caused tho f orm£~Uon of tho tie N. o. P. 

Yogc:m. In the moon time ho ineuleatod 1n tho minds of both 

loymon and m1ddlo closo tho noed for doveloping social 

conseiouonoso lmpregnotad with bosie human values. 

NarayorKA liuru stroasod tho i&lportonc a of an organi~

tion r~ich according to him rros 1nov1toblo for bringing 

about cocio-sol1giou o chango and Dt tho su:no timo to ottatn 

por.:or end progress. 3 Thot was k'Jhy, in one uf his oeosoges 

1. t;;,o~ock, Ra· &it. •• P• 229. 

2. t-tecording to Charles H. Heirnsath, tho reasono for tho 
fuiluro of otjtcr roform movcmont in Kcralc Wilo due to 
lock of religious prcm1soo. 
0 Tho Functions uf Hindu ..,oeial ttofur.nero t4th ~oc1Dl 
nofereneo to Kor~l.n,n Thg Ind!ua {?&onom&s ani ~~e.&al 
Ji\Q!QIX sov..t.ew, vo1.xv; l'~o.I, Tanuory-t1£rch9,a; p;27. 

3 ... G.oot.sym ::guveqi'• p.182, quoted in 
Danio Thomao• SSeSit,.,t p.a:>. 
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no exhorted tho coni.enporarios to a !j't-':ongthon .,Lthan oolVOJi/ 

by orgunization, liberate by education. *'J. His intention 

t.."'&G not to start ~m organization for a particulDr c.ommunity 

ol.' esste bUt an organizQt~on to bring all mon togother. 2 · 

other,,.'lise, ho thought the need of an o.rgan1aation incorpor.ot

J.ng all t-.ho wished to follot...., the principle of humcm equClllty 

t"Jitbout tho d1seritn1nat1on of religion or caste. Guru• s 

cppoal, of cou:tso. \"JD& roligious and thct roligious influence 

was the roason for the fomation of the YogCJm. 3 

. ' 
Kuna;,:on hsan has written. "VJlon sree Narayana Guru 

consocratod ll $hivalinga at Aruvippuran in 1003 t.1. e. ( corre$

ponding ·to 1838 ,~ o. ) tho sood of the s. ~ o. P. Yogs \".ron 

sl-..-on. n4 l'.bcn sreo f>Jdrayafl'.ol Guru conr.u:r.:ratod his first temple 

et "ruvippuram, a snu-J.l t<.shotra yogam generally known ae 
. . 

0/u-uvipp~cm l(shotra Yogsnn consisting of 24 manboro holding 

oloven GODroa5 ~®s formed with the object of performing 'daily 

J.. Quoted in P.s. Volayudhan, 0 sroo N£Ltayana Gu%1J,e~ ~N.Q,l2. 
X29F ,flsl!mm Jyb1;og SQHYJUJH• p.l9. 

2. S."Jemi Dher.nanondaj1, SEQQ l;ffir«a.oa Guru_dft.l~m, .em• sjt. , 
p.17.3. zca alse, 
C.o!JjjfAAAY fQuv~n!£, p.82 quoted in Daniel Thaaoe, 
Jl_J).,_(!,.,.t..,. p. 35. . . 

3. ~ccording to curu, 0 0ur organization chould unite faitho 
oll people. Religion should tlllot'J froodom of oll faiths 
and ohould load m.ori to higher oolllo and voluoe in lifo. 
Thin is tho Zt~natcna Oh~mD of nona caste, ono rol1~1on 

·and ono God for man.o · · 
e-;.::;a1 ttliJrt!wnando ji, ,sw, c1'~ , p.l 73. 

4. KU:!HJrcn '"GDn' ~ first report ils tho secretary of tho 
.s. r-.1. o. P. Yeg~, .YJJ~.s.IS!cdAY§:Jlt 13 r~1 oy 1904 ( 31 t.lodam 10~) , 
p.15. . 

5. Tho fueo value of tho ohi.~:to \·Jus Rs.lOO. So:le mer.1bors 
held half ~loro, '·.:hile others hold one fourth of tho shore. 
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SJ.22li c'lnd annual fostivDls 1n tho tamplo. 1 Sinco thin 

Kshot,ro Yogr.:n dld not havo suffieient strength to fulfil 

tt~e aims and aepil.'Dtions of hocpitablo swami, 1t wae 

f.4XpDnded as tho S.N.O.P. Yogam. 2 AC:eo%'ding to T.K. Madhavlln 

. it 1e :reported tnat Palpu was the peJ:son v.ho lne?irod S'toa 

Nl>ray an-c. Guru to oxpond the IHiU!:B:a. ;zgggn .into the ~ N. 0. P. 

Yogam, 3 boeauso be reel1$ed that the suceoes t'Jfis .qssurod if 

on SZJ\ova orgt:mlzation could be aasoeitlted v.d.th 1:eligion ond 

oat::t tho possib111tJ.eo of expanding the Aruvippul"cztn T ~plo 

CCmlmittoe into cuch en or ~anizotion. 4 Thus the eooper~tion 
and atta:1pt of Narayana Guru and tho Eahava middle class 

1. A-ft or 1\!Droyana Guru• s consecration at. Aruvippuram, ho 
acqu1rod tho roputation of a d1stingu~shod holy mod CJOd 
bocamo the spiritual l~ad~ of tho Ezfwva community. A 
numbor of pooplo used to visit his tanplo as pilgrims and 

. 'thay used to offer ctonat1ontJ. Tho 1nccmo of the tanple, 
thox-ofore, tn . .;ressed cay by day. Then a sanctum sanetoru:n 
v1ao conntructed ond it rros protoctod by a nr.u::nclapt.OllJ• cDn 

-opon before tho sane tun sanctorum of tho temple. In tho 
moan t1mo 1n .1693,. o Chl.rmmaya SWJrupo 9:-~ilti..ll, u canyo~i 
fran ~uth Trtlvancore opp:r:oochod Narily(lna auru to clovr 
hie dl(jbt end in l1ou of this c:loaranee ho offered h1n 
onc&Dborad prcport.y in Ttu:amardkul£m nea wchindriii:il. To 
look after these proportios. Pettuyil Purc::Joswa.ron, a 
brother of u:r. Pillpu, was i;ppointed as the radnager of 
tbio tonplo. \:hen they found the proporty of tho '"'ehrll::n 
hcd 1ncrcanod, in loS) cloven mcmbore waro oelocted undor 
tho OtZmo of ~ruvippurWl Tonple Yogi;til" to !iH.mugo thio 
tc;mplo.. It 1 o to bo ettributod tl'lDt thin Jiaboti«! yog{lm 
r;D s tho forerunnoz of tho c. iol. 0. P.. Yogc=l. 
~iyqtt~f;!h l3 t.lay 1904 t pp • .\5-19. 
t:~o 0 t;O f.1-JWl1 Dharocntlndagi, ss •. c.!l·. p.l67. 

2. J!iyg!t£d~Sh 13 Uc:;y 1904. p.l9. 

3. T. •'· l.1adilDvon, DQSto;Jplq'!• Vol. I (rov!aod by Pallippottu 
ltunniltri ehncn, Cheppa • 1-lllcppy 1969 • p. J.69. 

4. tJ .. K. sanoo• PR•C-!$a,t Prhlll-71. 
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utadot P.illpu hGlp ed to ol'ganiz,o ond bring togothor tho 

eeatte:rod and subdividod Eahov~s of tbo wholo Kerala into 

D sttong ea ate union so that such a union \-;o~ld giv o them 

strength for eoll-3Ct1ve offort .in tho fisld of ~~otion. 

131)CiD1 rafon~t and po11t1co1 action. In short tho gc:noolo 

of tho s. P.J. o, P. Yogc:m t·1aa on tho ono ha;_d duo to tho dooU:o 

of tho alddle class among tho Ezhav£lo to overc:o:ne tho 

caste d1eob1Ut1oe t'.'hich affected thoil' progress in soe1oty1 

ond 0~1 tho othor duo to ll t'eligiou s 1ncy1ration nouriehod 

by &4W • rblo ae m<lin ilifi1 ~~ s to obtoin ccc: oss to high Gods 

fo:- tho 10\"J eosto ilnd out-eustos. 2 

J.. Rc:Julu:1chnan f:Uir, Clflul1ng Claoo ~o.~nd Ito Governing O.!tos 
of t~crala, a ..J..9.ttr.Dbll.eLJi.mtgla. t.i101c:t·@;.Qp, Vol, It 1-L-o. I, July 
.1973, p;>.4.l~. . . . . . 

2. l1l:c.meu1o, Houtcrt on<J (.;cnovivo Lcmorc1n1c o, .S.t\e s1t1 , p.l3. 
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~.~Hu lifiC~g:~xc "'QY!!;.;g§.Hu;It 

Tho formation of tho s. N. U..P. Yoges, ao d1scusood in 

tho previous c:hllptezo, was a joint attempt of sroo 1\.~roycno 

Gurt.t and tho nm-:ly cmorg1ng m1ddlo class £:Dong tho Ezhovl.'l. 

ln thio chaptor ·tho ~gen.t.ailtion of tho Yogca is exsined 

in detoil Qnd it. a offorts et social und oeonCDie otlvancG'ilon't 

with particult..r rofol'enco to their struggle against tho 

dcpr1vt.~t1on 1n the field of oducot1on and anployocnt in tho 

govormcnt aervice and tnw act1vitios for industri<l1 

odVanconent aro d1scusood b%'1efly. 

Tho origin of the Yoge.:n mt!y bo t~:ocod to tho consecra

tion at Ar:uv1ppurCln ond tho founding of Dn {\Ab&S thoro in 

l8a8 by sroo Norayona Guru. In 1899 this {iohgcrn t'JO s ro

or9an1zod dS tl><.l gJ·~aruv1ppurem Temple Ass:>ciatton" c.JnGinting 

of 24 menbers1 r;1th ttumuron "ean do ito Sceretu%Y. Tho 

efficiont CJ<bin1otrat1on of tho tC!'Jplo, i.1Nt&t'1l und ito 

propertioG and tho porfomwneo of daily a,qgjo und ealobrat1on 

of annuul footivula t~oro tno QOt1Vo behind ~ha fotulction of 

thio t;soociat1on. 2 It rJoo th1o ~osocioUon \~1ch lt~t.or 
tran ofotraod it solf oo tho :..i. i.J. a P. Yogt::J in Januc.~z:y 1903. 

1. Fcm- tho dotcl.lo cb:;>\Jt tho nc.~turo of CJ<mboroh1p aoo 
occond chDpt.or. 

2. soo tho firot nnnulll ilC',i)Ozrt of tho seczotCl'y of tho YogD:l, 
J[!VOI\9JiOV£!ji}t 13 i.lay 1904 (31 t1oclcn 1019), pp.l5•!9. 
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Palpu and tho o$1catod E.ahovas woro not eotiofiod t-.d.th tho 

11lil1tod act1v1t1es of porfomi.ng daily AAPJD Dnd eolobr~ting 

annual. fent1vols at the tanplo end hG'lce tboy took 1n1t1otivo 

to extond its activitioa and to alt.or its nume to cult o 

\"Adozo purposo. 1 In Doco~bet 1902 (23rd Dhonu 1078 u. E.) 

l:Ihen ton menbO%'; of the Associat.ion "·bo \"JOJL'O paying Ro-100 

as lifo manberobip met at K.amalaliJya Bongolow in Tr1vandru:n 

J:!resu::tl;lbly. at tho 1nv1tat1on of KumarDn. '"'nan. 3 It \-:DG 

unanimously dceidod to register tho T«ilplo Association sa 

Joint Stock C<X;liianY under tho nc::me of tho s. ~~ D.P. Y':lgaa. 4 

In Januo.r:y 1903 tln ~pplieation fox rog1$'trDtion \"Jtl& .mado by 

PottDyil Pa~amos~Mran •. younger .bro\tHlr of P.alpu ond tho 

l1c one o tXJ s grant od 

2. Tnoso ton members \"'lorot matta:nciler:i Oovind&n Vaidhyur, 
Muttathara a. Koc;:hut'ty l!uthelly, Koy1puaho Kochcyyappon 
Chc:mtulr, Korattupcrsbu Porlng&ttukoro c. lU'!dtnun "oan, 
P orinudu r.longalo asor1y11 covin dan Chcnnar • Perinu c:u e. 
Govtndan iioQn, t!oyyattinl<aro l<ottc:~ftltDl Ltt.."Jaron l:.lDclan, 
Thiruvanadhcyuro Puti1onchon®, P.i;l. C.1adiluViln Voidllycr, 
ttuttiyoppi fttan end Par4lvoor Ko$(.'1Vtln #\can. soo, 

1l !.i. Volcyucatan, 11 !;;.l;J. D.P. Yogc:a Qru Char1truvclokcni.!:l, n 
Ci uct1c:n itn he .0 . t ~ {1• C ~ Cl U .1"\ .'.'\u 
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Tho object of tho Vogan \·:os to ~k for tho cotor1Dl 

end mor~l oovancencnt of tho nahov~s or Th1yyao of Travon

eo:ro. coehin and British C1alobar.l and 0 to prcmoto and 

encourago rol1gions and secular- edueat1on and induotr1ouo 

habits enong tho Ezhsva eonmunS.ty. a2 Though the Yogo t1cils 

orgonised around a.n ~"shr!m cJnd 1t tJas ciatmod. that it t'lilG 

fo.rmod to propa~ilta 'tho So~C..ta:na Philosophy, of $rOO Norcyart.> 

Guru,·. a porusol of 1t~s ·r~ljmgr:~j Asme.E,&§.!,.on, 1\rticlo 

of Acooe1ot1on and bye-law& ~"4ll, Gl\OttJ th.at this orgonizotion 

r;as l.orgoly C?C7ta9J!'~ial 1n Ch.OrDctor than· one oeant to tClkO 

an in1tiutive in, sociDl. and rali.g1ous' ref om movc;nent 1n 

itorL)l.:l. Tho rules und regula'\ion ;-cgarding tho collection 

of mcmborchip foo for the pu~<?oo of bu1ld1ng up .tho propO!'ty 

of the Yogs cppoqred outrightly commereialA tho follow!n9 

e:tc:nploo thrO\."J light on 'th& bua1noss choroetOJ: of tho Yogc;:). 

~ceording to 1903 Articlo of Assoc1et1qn of tho Yogo, not 

Gloro then one fourth of tho amount eolloctod OVO'r/ yoi.lr 

ohould bo uned for that yeal'1 s oxpensos. Three fourth of 

tho ttaount ohoulcl l)o g1Von On inte:r:ost to OOhiln&O tho CD.pitDl. 

fJot moro th~n tho 1nco:no dt¢1vod from tho intoroot in £l yoor, 

in any case should be e;:>ont for tho 1.~ort:o t·.ttlcil OJ."o mcntionod 

in tho .cc.togoz:y tl\.l!nbor ttu:co of tno t.1G"Jorondt..:m of "ooOeiation 

1. Jtiv~l:QdDXQa• t~cy-July 1915 ( BclOvGrJ-\'lithunc:l 1090 r-1. E.), 
p. 3. 

2. Tho lottor of P.Poramsc1rmon to tho Dot:on of Travancoro on. 
6th Jcn.wry 1903• ltorolo ~cerotarii.it• Tri.vanerun, 
Yrilvuneoro GovorrtJont, J;tlgl:,~gh ,J:\QCOrslf;. ~vor U:). 0330. 
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of the Yogan. 1 Tho soction 'B' ond • c• of tho Articlo of 

~~ ss~1at1on t'."h1ch related to tho mcm.borship of tho Yoga:n 

and ~ho tulnner c: depositing tho money ~"Jill also point out 

tho C:eituorcJ.al eharactor of tho Yogc:n.. Tho section 'c• of 

tho ttrtiele of ri sooci.ation snys t~ct in caso ~ me:nbOl' 

fil11& onco to ranit. the emount (of tboir annuol sharo) • 

accol'ding to the rulos of section • s• 2 of the .Hrticlo of 

~~ asociation ho mo.y pay the amount next timo tt.d.tn e;1n annual 

int~ost of 10 por cent. But if any member discontinued 

t.ho p;;ym$lt for mora than a yocr, ho ~as l1Dblo to pcy tho 

ontiro u:mount in one in stal.ment. 3 

The Yogliitn was hierarchieolly structurod with tho 

Prooidont at tho top, Vic o-Prosidont • socretOJ:y, Treasurer. 

Board of Directors, couneil ccning 1n that ordor t".4th Uniono 

at Tulult lovol dnd Orunch 02ficoo ot villoge lovol, lt ~s 

1. Tho Gl!:londad HJ:ticle of 1' ssoei&tion of the Yogcm in 1903 
eotog~ry r~o • .w, sao •. t'1vmt?B:yllrp, 13 t.1ey 1904 (31 t.1ockm 
1079 t. •• E.) 1 Vol. I, '"o• t P• • 

2. ~tion • B' of tho 1\J:'ticlo of AscOeiation sayo, •us agreed 
u9on by tho raaubors (of tho I\OSOC1il~1on) they mc/f ro.nit the 
cmount of thoi.l' snare 1n uctvunco. If it ia inconvonien't 
they mcy pay tho tu:1 in not oore than four oqual !noti!loont.e 
cprood ovoz IJ pOl'iod of four years. Hot"JOvor, D& par tho 
oorlicr ttarticle of Ao~illt1on, tlloso mcmboro dlo Of?t to 
poy an annuul intoroot of 10 per cent eonUnuouoly for a 
poriod s1lf twenty yovrs Glt.Y alr;o bo doo:nod to have paid up 
tho entizo count. n Tho htt1elo of Ao~iotion of the 
Yogi!m ~:..dell pz:eparod ut tho oeotin9 thct held at KLnolDlGYo 
Dcngolot; in Tr1vcndrte on 23 Uhanu JD7S ( OocGJbor .L902) 1 
Category 4, section • o•. 
soo, . Yz\XJJ~8dGY:1f• .ll Februar.y 1905 (3> L\a~ram 1080 !.1. B.) • 
Vol.t t ho. , P• Ol. 
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untmimou nty decided to make sroo .Ne~ray ana Guru • tho 

ss>iritual loader of the eai11nunity, as tho life proaldont 

of tho ¥ogQn. The Yogom was to \:O:tk under the d1~ect1on 

llnd ~chos of the Guru. Though G\.Jru had all poool':'s and· 

froodom to function in every Gl)hero of the Yogam, ho \"Xl& 

noithor to oortgago b1s powarlt)r misuse h1s privt.lcgo 

against ~no objoct.t.:vog of the YogBm. 1 Tho Vt.co Prosidont 

who tJGs n~t 1n hiel:'areJW \1ilG to b$ olected every yetll: at 

tho onnuul aeeting of tho Yogar£t. 2 His aain duty \':lc:J e to 

bolp the President by supervioif'!g ovary activity of tho 

Yoga:n. 3 Next to the V1co-Ptes1dont wes the socrotaxv. He 

ttan tho rnoot ktportont and rogpons1ble offictol of tho 

Y'ogam. His c:lutios wore o~ganising meotings, koep1ng Yogc.m 

records in order and ·issuing cert1f1c$tOo to the no~ mcmbor.o 

of the Yogam (tdth .the permission of the Pree1dont). 4 The 

TrooSJror mainta1nod tho accounts and lookod afi:or ,tho 

£1noncoa of the Yogcc. Then c~o tho dire:toro. Thoro 

~::a a no roetricUon on tho nunb:1r of director a. Ganorally 

CJll Membo.to t.~lo had mo.ro 'thr:.m ·ao st\Dros and becc:no tho 11fo 

di~:"Gctor G of the Yog~. 5 In add1 tion to tho lifo directors, 

overr year. taccord1ng to tho to'tol number of shares, tho 

1. 1Q1d. t p.l03. 

2. Tho oondod Articlo of IH;sociation of tho s, N. 0. P. Yogan 
in tho 4th annuDl mooting \-Jlich hold at cannanoro on 
29th end SOth tl.oX'Ch 1907. Coo, 
.Yl§f~~sru:ocr.· r~ovrobar-Jonuaz.y I 1907 ( Vrt thchiltc::a:.Dhilnu 
101). vo .zv. r~oe.a a. 9, p.14. 

3. !u9S. cj.t" 
4. j!J,vgltg_@t:.la 13 L1ay 1904 (31 Modam J.O~ M. F.) • p. 7. 
s. J)l!Q,., fJovcmber-Januory 1907, p.l9. 
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Yogcm oloctod ono Director for every hundrod onare holdorn. 1 

Thoro t:as e Bom:d of Directors with the Precidont .. tho Vico

Prosidont. tho General secroteq and o group of ol.ectod 

Oil:ectoJ"s. 2 'The J.mpoztont cluUos of tho I:Jourd of Oiroctots 

\"Ji\G to lmplc:mont the docioion tJh1ch bOd beon tokon in tho 

public mootlnge. 3 Balow tho Board of Diroctoro. ·thoro t7tto 
. . 

a council oQ tho Yog(:nl v.hi~h comp:rioed of tho Pred.dent. tho 

secrotaJ.Y end t\10 naninated monbot:'G "from tho Board of 

Diroctors. Internal sdll1nistra'\1on \'IDs munaged by thlo 

council. for brood basing tho 8ctiv1tios of the Yogc.m, 

Unions ot Teluk l<~vel and Branch Offices ot vlllago lavol 

\l:lot'G os\Dbl1shed. Tho Talult uniono w~re odninietorod 'ey D 

co:::1mitteo consi~·:;J.ng of ono elactod manbor freta oach Gr£:neti 

off leo undor its jurisdiction, Tho braneh officoo ~..,oro 

generally t4-ork1ng under iiln agont. Ho carried on oll 

corroQ>ondoneo \11th uppor bod1oo of tho YogA-n. 4 

. 
unanimoucly f.ludo tho Lifo Procldcnt of tno YogJ.O and tho 

orcaonization t:os rldmod af-t<# him.~ 0"1 tho rceo=mendation 

l. !eid. 
2. l,b,ht;l... p.l.4. 

3 • .&llMa. 
4. Theca unions ond br(lnch o~ficos r;oro ectuolly funct1on~d 

only eft or t~r. r. it. t1adhavcn bee so tho organ1~Dt1on 
soerotQry of tho Vo~aa. soe, 
tho a o. N. o. P. Ciipcnization ~hc:no, 0 JC&V~ifYDrn, JDnuory 
192.9 { U.'l~nu 11041, pp.4-13. 
Oofore ~.1Dc$lovc.m, in 1907 tho tiJ:'ticlo of t1soocicti!)n 
mcntiono Dbout tho bl"Dnch ofiicoo. At th;;t. timo1 o 
c~o jam t-.bich had bocn run by tho member a 1~10 r;ero hoving 
not looo thnn 200 charos \1D& ltnor.:n DG bruneh offico. 
soo ~~~o byc-!vt'J of tho s. N. O..P. Yogcm of 1907, j!ivgkodgy{S, 
Movonbor•Jcnuory 1907...08, p. 19. 

5. ,nv.e';qgqyg, Ut.y•July 1915, Vol.Y.li ( EO:lvcn.J..11thunorn 1090) ,p.5S. 
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of Guru and Palpu, Kunaren '"'son was olGCtod a ts the 

SecrGtClZ'Y of the Yogan1 Dnd no continued 1n this capacity 

for tho fust l2 years and ·again for four yoars2 after a 

gap of ono y oSl" • .J \. 

Tho Yog4tn cel'obrated its fizost ann1vox-s£lry in 

January 1904 (30 Aloki:iram and ls't Ku:abam 101P u. a.) on the 

birth dCly of Lord Shiv& gonarolly kno\~ a o Sbivareul.. 4 

The fll'ot annual mooting Qf tho Yoga:n rovODls the 1nfluonce 
'· 

of rich end odUcatod poopl.o over tho YogGn. t.lDttancbori 

Govin®n Va.ldhyar, tho first Sahava law gradUeto in 

Trovancore. presided over tho fl.rst day maeting of tho 

Yogs:n. & Tho President of the second dDY mooting ""~ s 

Cb~v&rkkattu Koohu Cherukhan Vaidhy~r. onothor rich Ezh~vo 

f'rc:n TrDvaneore. 6 on tho fil: Gt daf mooting Palpu dolivc:rod 

o tt)oech \...ni.Ch anphDoiood tho 1Dport.onco of education and 

1. ~.1(. SDnoo, .92aS&ta., p.l63. 

2. P. s. Volayua-:Qn, a. r,1, P.P, ,Xqo,o Q!Drisqq. p.97. 

3. Qn lelta JDnuary 19J5 l{.umaran .AGDn left tho Socretcrysh1.J') 
end ur. N. ttrichnon bcea::1o tho soerotary for ono your • 
.X!Y.,{$2SW!t.!B• IJay-July 1915, p.66. 

SGO lllGOt 
. ..r=s.-=---.e.o;r.;g,:;.w...~::.a:::.;=.:.:.....::u:~~~,__.,=· ~u~~, .19~3 • p. 4 7. 

5. ,¥1vqkJ)dqy~~, 13 t1cy 19041 p. 3. 

6. N. Ku:ncril!l!. "SaN. D.P. Yogams Chilo Sllc.;runultill, 0 ~~ i·~. Q.£, 
.iPMWl.e!YDJ:~ftQ...S2!J.YJW!£, Qra.s~t,.,, p.4tl. 
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industrt for tho dovolopmont of the Eahclvas. 1 Pres the 

fi&'et ttnnuol mooting on\-tcrds. os a pan of o movement for 

tho enancipotion of vJtl'nen, Yogam organized o ~en• s 

conf or once. 2 The first t."JCCIlen' a conferenco was preGided 

ovor by Palpu• o mother. 3 Th1s r:omen• s conforenco ~& m&do 
. 4 

a rogula:r feilture at the annual c.onfuonces. !~oso 

\"'I:Don' s conferences Ci'eatod e platfom for ag1tDt1.on f_OJ-

the rodress of their grievances. These organizations t"'::rltod 

for the sociDl and educational QdVanccment of tho Ezhave 

v.sanen. 6 · 

lt 1·& a:S.gn1ficant that the vory first meeting tool~ 

a doclslon to publish a journal called ..l£i!..q!!pggxcm as tho 

official organ of the Yoga:u. This nttme wus given by 

Nuayllne Guru. 6 , Palpu doser1bod this as tho etEzho\la GDzotto. n 7 

At first it t:'JDS published once in tt<JO months under tho 

editorship of r.t. Govindtln. 8 But "~1thtn e year Ktmorc';ln .i\cCn 

1 •. YJ~~ts2si:W'!!h 13 u~ 19~ •. PP• 13-22. 

2 •. N. Ku::naran, us. N;. O.P. Yogam: Cbila smuranaltal," .mz1 &1t1 , p.4B. 

4. l.Rlda. 
!J. Soo buck volumos of ~YQk2CiflXWl.J 1904-1912. 

6; ~~~sNX"W• Decem bar 1928, ·Janudry J.929 ( Ohanu 1104 t.lE), 
o • , p.2o. (By this time Y&vokedWk11 \"J.ao odit.od by 

· tt. i!. l{unh1la1 shnon). . · 

7. &.e~.&)..t,. 

e. JbiJ!.,, 13 r.~uy 1904, p.l. 



took over as the oditor of VivoJsostax<~m .. 1 ond in 1908 it 

was converted 1nto a monthly. 2 The important aim of thio 

mt.Jgaz1ne ~s to bring to light the grievances of Szh4ivas 

beforo Tr:avancore adninistJ:'ation and olsO ckmand· theizo 

right. c-. ln fldd.i.tJ.on to 'that this magzine focuasod its 

attention on tho frivolous cust.Qns and praet1c;os follO\."'od 

by t.he ea:amunity and then lonitiated c:a flght ag~i.nst than. 3 

Yjyglse&nce did a 1ot for pr~o~ing the social :r~form . 

movement psrticulctrly the C(;;mpai9n &gain at casta r11 stun. 
\ I, I < 

Th1s magz1ne did ·tva> pur:poses ( 1) 1nteqll"et1ng t~e acts 

of Govorrment to tho publ1c; and ( 11) oxpooing tho griov

cmcoe .of t,ho buckt·1urd cGmmun1tioo. for tho 1nformDt1on of 

tho .outhoritia(l. 4 Thus this mDg31ne t-:ortc.od Da a mouthpia:o 

of tho Vogam Dnd of tho Eah~vo co:mnun1ty. J!!.xeJ\.Q.daXfm. hod 

Dl.oo boen in tho forefront of 11t.orary uct1v1t1ac und~ 

tho leadezehip und gu1~nc:G of Kumur'-ln ;-\san. aost of tile 

h cen• s \#itings \.::OI'e first published in .J!.Ug!;pd§X~. Sclno 

of tho ccmbors viz., c. v. ltunjuranan, tlulool:' POcbDnabha 

Ponilt.kcJ: and r.lurltothu ttu;nuran \-;oro tho othal' literary 

1. 1Jl.W.,, 13 .Jonw..ry 1.900 ( 30 Dhoou 1081) , Vol. 2, D!o. 9 , p.14. 

2. "lho t:Joot1ng of the s. N. 1l P. Vogan hold 1n t\pr1l 1908 
docidecl to publish s. N. o. P. from D quurtorly to monthly. 
~1.V..P~24AXWh «pr11-Juno J.90S (1083 t.ledilQ•EdcvQ r~1E), 
ol. , NOa. 1 and 2, p. a (1909). 

3. 1Qi!d. • 13 L1 ay 1904, p.l. 

4. l.Jil,lp__.., ~~pril-,Juno 1915 (r~odG:n-Ed.ovan 1090 t1S) 1 Vol. XII. p.S3. 
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figuros \".hO medo contributions to tho jouzonDl. Tho l"ttrks 

of s:reo NelBayann Guru oepecially the !!3a...OJ:ladl~ sQSotum 

tttas first published in lJ,yolsod§X,em, 1 

In tho oorly stageo of tho expan$1on and development, 

tho Vogan vms mainly c:oneernod ~1 th the activitieG of sroo 

Narayanc Guru, Palpu and Kunllran As&n. Tho £3)1r1tue>l 

quDlitios of the auru, tho enthutiiaatic act1v1tlos and , 

unstintod financial sUpport of Palpu. and tho eon$1ston't tour, 

poworful writings and fiery G.?eGChes of KtJ!llDran A&Qn helped 

o lot for laying a strong foundation for tho dovolopmont of 

tho Yogum. and to bocomo a powerful orgonization of the 

Eznavas or Thiyyas of Kerala. Though the, influence of thooe 

throe to e groat oxtont holpGd the expantiJ.on of tho Yogc:n, 

it otta.rly failed to attract not only tho at~ention of 

unlott.ered Eahav£1 masses but alsO felled ovon to bring oll 

Eah&vs mlddlo cl<J ss under ono roof. Though the YogelJl 

attroctod tho «lttention of tho EahavD raiddlo cla so wilich. 

~road all over Indio, it rGna1ned mOZ"a or lose Dn orgcnizu

tion of Travancoro rniddlo cl(Jns. Though tho EzhOVilG \~e:c'a tho 

lorgoot s1nglo ca:a~un1ty in Keraln 1.1ith a population of 

1~}.37,643 (20 por cent i of tho totlll popultlt1on)~ in l903 

1. ..\!lY~'tq,dUxCfl..t J.3 t&ay 1904, p.lo. 

2. 1'\ecording to 1909 Concuo tl"lo EzhUva populction of tli~abor 
eothin and Yr~vvncoro woro 660,00£3; 100,446 and 491,774 
ro(j"lOCtivoly. Th1 s eonotituto abJut 20 pot c or•t of the 
tot.Jl po,ulut1on of Korale • 
.\!1.Y..afs.2d~a O:tobe.t' ... NoV(£100~ 1910 ( thult:m .l.Oa6 l.l E) • p.l76. 



(t.1alt.oret l.078 r.1. ;:. ) the m~bership of the Yogcm vJhlch 

roprosonted thi~ largest corxnun1ty was only 90. 1 It 1s 

clear that 1n the beginning the Yogam could not bring into 

1ts fold tho o:rdinazy t:ahovao. Th1s is molnly because of 

two zoa sons. 

Tile first ond fo&'enos~ reason vJas the high zoato of 

mo:nborship fee, \..bich only tno well to do could afford to 

P&Y• At the can;ue~snent of tho Yogaa the fseo valuo of 

ito menbersh1p V"Jas Rs.l.OO. aut qUarter. half and ono third 

shares for Rs.25 • Rs.OO and Rs. 7et rot;pectively r;ere av.o!lcblo. 2 

In the ve:ry nent year tho Yogam introdUced a OG\.'1 systo:n by 

t-"lhieh no ehare holdu should posses lesG than one share and 

the share valuo of Rs.lOO vme redueod to Rs.25. 3 t\ccord1ng 

to tho number of stun:oe possessed, tho share holdo.r e f~aro 

kno".rn in diffot'ent namos. Thoso posseoaing upto throo nhuros 

wore c.;,lled .aa.h!!1ltal, thote who \".:ere having four to tr.fonty 

Ght1ros e~ero kno.,.n as .S\iLU:kSJJfilll£ &nd tho co who wero lldVing 

moro thon 20 eharos \";oro e~;adbanUtu,!~ In tho betJinning 

,.oolJ'-'Yif!d,l did nat heJVo tho voting rights, 5 but 1n 1900 votin;, 

J.. Jbid._. 13 ~1cy 1904, p.l7. 

2. 1b1da.t p.t>. 

3. nut P. to. Volayudhan suys tn~t tho amondnont for rodueing 
tho Vtlluo of tho charo fran Re.lOO to Hs.25 was talten 
plc.~c e 1n 1908. 
YogonoGilan, ·~i1 c1lt• P• "'1. 
l hr;VQ got tll s in Ol'lilt:it1on frotil tho r•rticle of t\sGOCiation 
' h' ( l) \':11ich \."Ju o pu bli shod 1n the lli v il\qd§Y t:::n, 13 ti cy 
J.904, p.5. 

4. Ibid .. 

5 • .1..\tl.d,., p.6. 
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ttl c;t(J:l was cha.r.r;..~d and every shore holdor was entitled 

to hav o ono vote oach. According to tho nunbcr of en ores tho 

votes \'l!ould be ineraa sed upto siX. l. 

Bu't no mtm.bo.r v•ll:S entitled to , .. are them six votes 

even if he was having more tilan 20 sbctres. 2 Th~ .akfA.§lj1k.Qnm~£ 
and a£ASIH!Q&IS:al ~'llere ent1t1od to Vef:'/ many x-1ghts and 

J ,. • ~ • 

priviloges without. their consent the Yogam pr<><;ood1n~s could 

not. take place. PradhanJ.kal nad an addit~o~£~1. right to check 

all doeunents of the Yogm and its afi'111otod bodios. 3 

tho high rate of ta<Jnbership fee of Hs.z was bayond 

the rGCJeh of th.e majority of the community who belonged to 

101.1 pC>1d agrieult~ral labourers and landless poasDnts. To 

them, it was 1.tnposeible to, pay Ra-25 boeause. most of, then 

earned only 25 niJYa paisa per day as their wage. Though tho 

mcm.borsh1p foo can be paid on instalment bas1a,4 ilo.25 t":ao 

.Lw eeting 

1. The following Tablo-23 sh<ms the share and number of votos. 
Iabi9:R 

.~of ~lar§!.p .J::.'O. , oi .,vo;S ~~ 
l ' 
4 2 
9 3 

12 4 
16 5 

. . 29 6 
l!tf-tl~4fX~m.a NO. v ea oor•Januay I96' ( Vri sch1h.an Obonu 1093 
r~l .. , vo .1 v, p.la. 

a. lbld. 

3. 1.b1d1 t 12 Uey 1904, p.!>. 

4. Tho monbors can rcnit tho cmount of thoU' share oithor in 
1nstalmont bDais or tho ont1ro ~ount. togother. Thooo t".ho 
tQ:i)it the anounts in ins'tDlmont. base msy deposit annually 
~t t.\o rate of RG.2.50 in a period of lO years. Seo tho 
byo-lD\'1 \-Alich sonded in tho 4th annualLof tho Yogam \"blich 
bold at CDnnanore on r.1arch 29 and 30 of 1907 (16th cJnd. 17th 
u oonc:n .1.082 lJ E) eategoey 6 and 7 of tho bya-ltl\"J reproduced 
in tho f,vtkodattm, Nove;lbo.r-January 1907 ( Vri schiltc..:m•Dhonu 
1083 US t Vof;~No.S and 9t p.la. . 
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eetually beyond. thoir capacity to pey. J\n ordinary Ezht}vo 

had to spent his 1neomo of neill'ly 4 montho to get tho 

memb0l'sh1p of an organization \:l:hich \"'OS constituted for 

tho1r enane1pat1on! t1ost of the bhavas beceno the menbors 

of tho 'Vo9&m not voluntarily but boe.&u so of tho incessant 

prossure put on thsn bj the organ1zeJ:e of· tho Y.Jge:n. 1 Very 

often, tho poor, ...tzhDVas failed to deposit their amount in 

right· time and most of them had a largo anount of arrears. 

The following tablo-24 snows the ~ounts v.hleh renoined to 

be dopos1tod by manbers 1n 1912 and 1913. 

lgbA2:2.i2 

Baltsnc:e of 'the ShDro Mont:tt to bo Depoo1tod ·bY the 
*"'' ru:mbs:. fo£ tno .'!ti£:11 .W3xvoill~.J2Aii..... . 

19!2 1037 

1913 1201 

1661 

1851 

12,530 4 

14,987 0 

6 30.010 

a 32,467 

3 

7 

4 

4 

Toblo-24 shone that in 1912 whilo J.,037 m4Jbora 

d05)oa!ted ~peos 12,530 for .1,661 ene~res. tho balrmce to bo 

renittod t:'XIG Rs.S0,010. rlnd in 1913. \-:tlS.lo 1,201 dapositod 

ilD.14t937 ~0!' 1,201 ahoroa. the bOloneo to bo d~Oaitod \~t.iG 

Ho.32,467. Thiu sh0\'1S that the rato of raonberchip feo t:ao 

1. soo tho 13th knnuol Report of 'tho Yogam by r.1. Krisnnon. 
tho then GoneZ'al bE!Crotury of tho Yog&."ll r~roduc ad in 
~iV..Q.kJtduXfPl• t\pril.•Juno 1916 (Ued£.M udav.n 1091 £~1 U) , 

ol.Xlli, pp.J.2-15~ 

2. ~. npril•Juno 19.1.2 (l.lodi:m Cdavtm 1087), p.IJ.2 and 
~-Juno 191~ (t~eda:a 1idavc:n .toaa tall). 
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bctond the cilp~c.i.ty of poor agrlcultuz-ol lobourero and tho 

o<tho .. Ezhcvas t-.tlo belonged to v:orking closs and eonst1tutod 

ebout soventy fivo per eont of the totol populotion of their 

rosPott1vo cO!Imunity. J. for the pus;pose of the collection of 

outotanding dueo f.rom the tnEtnber& ~he Yogan usod to app%.'0iJCh 

the court to got thou property assessed. ln 1916 whon the 

menbere fa11od to deposit their instalment tho Yogan took 

court. action Ggainst 416 Ezhavas and sealed their hou sea and 

distrllinod their propertt..os. 2 As a consequGnco of this strict 

mannor of eollocting mc;mbarship feos instead of getting tho 

fr1ondsh1p of the Ezhavas, abou't. 6,000 people beesno bitter 
3 onen!eo of the Yo.ll:fl\. 

., 

Tho co.mpcrat1voly higher rato of m~bersh1p foo aff eetcd 

tho possible cooperation of ®rking class section of tho 

Eatwvas .t:t1tb the S. N. 0. P. Yogsm. Those who jo1nod the Yogao 

during the first two deeaqes ,.,ero e1thar rich londlordn or 

upper middlo elaso people. ln Januc;;~ry 1904• .t.-:hon tho Yogam 

met at Trlvundrum. about. 60 peoplo attondod tho mooting t.ind 

iomong thGD 16 r-zere woal.thy ayurvedic ctoeto:~:s. 4 Actually tho 

¥ogam f u11od to capture tho mind of tho L::zh&va mu ssos end 

fo11od to 1nculc.<:~'to in .thfXl tt1o ideo that the YogDm trJas o 

1. liO£iJlD J)a""!;l~!t 6 1.10}' 1920• p.2 

2. noo the J.3t.h flnnual Re,ort of the Vogan by t1. r\l:'ish~n. 
BeaS&$&t pp.l2•l5. 

3. Jb&d. 
4. Robin Joffroy,, UTho social origin of a Casto 11SCOC.1t'lt1on 

••••• • n gp. cj.;l •. , p.52. 
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reprosent!ltivo body of the E-zhavao. Thought in tho beginn

ing of the pr()sont cantury tho oc.tueotod pooplo Wtong the 

Bzhavao woro very fOf'l and Englit:h education \JOG moro or leon 

nil, 1 the prosidontial address2>and aost of tho tPOOChoo of 

the annual aootings of tho Yogem were in Gngl.tah. 2 ~e o 

rulo tho movanont ""'as moro or less .a plat.fOlm of t.ho edUcated 

m1ddlo cl&os for taro:n the rnass sUpport remained important 

for giving woight to tho1r claims. ln sbm:-t the Ezhava 

m1ddlo elC) so though led tho 1-aovenont in tho noo of tho wn:>le 

community • uied to dof.t.ne ite:J objoc::tivos pr1oor1ly to ouit 

thoir (middlo closoos) selfish interent. 

Tho anb1valene·o betnGQI'l clt:~ ss intereot und c:Dote 

1ntorQst tt.:iJ s an adVantage to tne net~ mJ.ddle clDao. 3 This 

naturally lod tho pooro.s- sections c:nong tho E%1\Gvos to vio\-.r 

tho Yogc:a os on o.r:gs~i~a~ion of .tho .rich cJnd oducatod 

E.zh'-lvas. so nt.~turully thoy kept Dloof fro;a the Oc'\1v1ties 

of tho Yogs. riccordi.ng ~o c. v. Kunjurs.:m,, 0T1ll tho t!mo 

, of 1927, tho GOCiol activities of tho ~ r.;. Ill'. Yogc:n end 

sotloty• s pol1t1co1, teeial and roligiouo ch~ngos affeetod 

tho upper cloGs c1v1lio.-d pooplo of tho oocioty Do tilo rJavo 

of tho challot:J \1Dtor and 1t could not touch tho bottom of 

1. t\ccording to tho (;ensua of 1901, 10 per cent of the 
EshovD ·moloa e"'t"O literate.. Dut out of moro than 5 lokhs 
of t;zha.voo in Travancore, only l?l \::roro liter!lte in Gngl1sh. 
~:Qf!r£ g o(,.lQ~o I;pvoreQF.sb 199.!· 

2. soo back volt ... oo of y,.vgttqc39Xcrn, 1904-1~12. 

a. Prcneo1o Houtort Genoviovo Lemercin1ov, 0 Soe1al Holi~ious 
t:ovCPont in [~(!l:.:Jlu: 1'\ Reaction to ~ho Cap1tc11 Gt r.1odo of 
Vrodl,letion,o t>urt 1, jQSio~ .~.!fiD~.!.§L. Vo1.6. reD.ll, 
Juno 19 7a. p. 20. 
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tho society. ol This does not moan thut tho poor section 

o€ the Gz.havss 'totolly l~opt aloof fran tho activ!tios of 

tho Yogam. It f i4'tl poor pe;,;plo joined tho Yogam Ccnd 

cooperated mth its activities. · Tll1s ~"as duo to their 

rocpoe~ to ~oo Nflruyana Gu'-'u and not boc.ouso of thoir 

boliof that tho Yog~ \"JaS tboir oxgan1aDtion. 2 Ho\·J did 

this rospoet cc:mo about? This respect vJ(.)& not. because of 

tneir k.notJ1odge of S~r.~emi• s Sanatilna Philosophy or hie 

social rofom ~ct.J.vities. Tho 1gnoren't, illiterate t:1nd 

conservative Eahovas wero cep'tiVDted by his supGX' hu:3an 

pO\"JOl" s SUCh a1J healing of soves-e disoa sos t-:dth siatplo methods, 

eont.rolli.ng avil 90da like JSqtt&s:btrthan, ,a&m:mo ~~~ghpcu. 

etc. • llOd his ~b1lity to remove otor111ty of r~on by giving 

D bumln-o or a bunch of gr~es to couploo t.;lo ~,;,e;ro longing 

for ehlldron. 3 For exploiting tho woaltneoa of poor p~lo 
Yogcm in its oagaaino Viv..aJs.o@~liill publishod tho VDrioue 

mtrcclos of Guru i'JrJJ:Dyono. 4 i-tpDrt frcrn thot hio d1cc1ploa 

propagated n nwuer of mircclon of ~orJ1 t1ith exdgori.lt1on5 
A. 

1. c. v. t'unju.rimuiln, uTho "'nnuol fte,ort of tho 27th !Jeacion 
of the u. rJ. D.P. Yogar.t• 0 Jtivoftg&Jil~an, 31 July 1930 (15 
t(a;dtCJd<J!ttm 1100 lJG), Vol.20, 1\!o. , pp.9•l0. 

2. '~;ela ti£J.t?uf11. 7 July 1!.'2.1, p • .1. 

3. N.Ku:J~ran HeQn, 01lrcltno !Jlri ~rCJyana Guru ~1yude Jcovu 
.t?"uri tzu SC:9J:uhG;ll, g ..YJJt_qt\O,QiiY~n • ;.~Lay-JUno !915 ( Udav~-
... ici.huno J.Of...-0), Vol.l2, •\:i.Qs-2•3, pp.sY-41, 

4. t-oo bucl! volooo of ~~;vi~f;tll,,_ o. 9• • V vc~to c ~u 
h'E:il-Jl.lno !913 (i~lOdG:l-?ovi.lm l.OOatHi), Vo • O, i'~~s.l C 2 1 
P• ()4. 

b , tlay-JUne 1915, Vol,12, r ... os.2-3, pp.S9-4J., 
, 16 !;nptC!lbor 1907 (31 Chingcn 1032 iJE), t~o.5, p.ll. 
, t~pril..t1c.;y 1906 (Uod~ 1001 :~1E}, Vol. 3, ~.1, p.4. 

5. SGo, $::a:n1 Oh£1t'Glanandojit .$\:QO ~:t'OYuna (.!utttd&vvr;u 
l<ottoycr.1, 1965. 
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and hence olevatod swcmi to the position of t.m 1neornotlon 

of God. 1 r.1o"o then anything elao lt rJas theso Cliracloo ond 

'S~porhuman' pot.·.;·Qrs of swsny fotmed '\ho main attraction of 

poOl' sanavas to him. 

Lack of cooperation fran tho ,sahavo.s and Thtyyas of 

coehin and Mol&ba.r WDs tho second factor rlhlch provented 

. t~e oxp&hs1on· of tho Yogc:'3. Tho Yo.gc:n, r·oally· failod to 

capturo tho Gttontion ·of· the peoplo of Malabar, ~n~ Coch1n. 

·Though tho Yog~ woo organl:Od for the bonofit of tho Ezhttvas 

o:t Tbiyyao of l<erala, it was true to say thot its activitios 
- ' ! • : • • ' ' 

t~ero mainly centred around tho Trava~eo.ro aroa ond tho 

problema of tho u~ayas. of Ttauoncoro. t-:o found that few 

rleh .Ezbova leadore mot at Tri.vandrUi.'D at tho 1nv1tot1on of 
.. ' ' ' 

K.t.mt~rcln A&an in· !>OeODbor 1902·. Of thooo· tan d\ore h~lders 

eJJt \'IJOJ'O from tho CJI'oa tlithin 20 m1loo ~ound tzivondrum und 

tho other fout' rJoro fi'CX4 contr~l Trovuneore around QJ1lon. 2 

Ao for on tho oct1vit1oo of tho Yoga \t:uo conc;crned, the 

Czlwvco of Br1Usb L1Dlobor ond Coehin did not tako co raueh 

1ntoront as tho E&hovaa of TrCJvancore. Thouth SU:ao 

t'IJ%'ottupi:il'ob11 & ltr1$h."ll:)n t"J.::IG ono of tho tlireetoro of tho 

Vogs in ito firot meeting3 and ShZoo 1\yyD!tkutty and 

1 • .nxs~Pdi:!Xfllt 16 .so-Ptcmbar 1900, p.ll. 

2. r~bin Joffroy. •tho SOC1Dl ~igin of o Coote~~esoc1at1on 
•••• ,

0 ~1~q~Ji·• p.S2. 
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SUhodl'Ull't~n AyyDppsn v.roro very close to tho YogQI; t1ll tho 

time of tho comrorsion of tho Szh~.Jva SDbha of Cochin \-'t.l"lieh 

\"'DS formed in 19.1.5 os the cocnin & N. o.P. YogGm in 193ol 

( 1113 UE) the s. f-;4 0. P• Yogan 't"Jas not so stl"ong in COChin. 

It rJas in 1to third t:umuol mooting dlich. ~s held 

tn oecsnbor 1900 at Qui.lon, the t5olabar Szhavao pilrtie1patod 

in the tJct1v1tioc of 'thQ Y.oqc:n for the first timo. 2 Thou 

l&t& partleip<ltion rsas molnl.y beeouso cf eo:npDrotive laclt 

of gr1evoncos undc British rulo. Though tho poGi.tion of 

tho Thiyyilo of tlelabilr lJnd t.he eznavso of COCllin and 

Trovancoro area \"JOX'G the ~o in the ca sto etructute. thore 

vJero .:..:;n sidcr.uJle cliff crone on 1n their GOC1o-pol1tieol 

condition~. Tho Th1YYClG of t.'lalabi;tr roceJ.vod a bettOX" d-eal 

at tho hands of tho llllen ~:ulers, than thei.r countor porto 

in trnvanc:oro Qnd COCh1n. l:bile the Sznova o of T:ravoncoro 

tJoro· atruggl1ng for a governnont. job OD:rn1n9 o pay of Re.t; 

per oonth end poroisoion for sanding thoi:r children to 

cchools, tho Gahavt:~s of tlolabar occUpied sovoral Important 

poo-tn in tho Gcvorl'r.lont. 3 The grievancoo of Thiyyo~ of 

l. .!.'Dt!. t p. 23S. 

2. ~ ... :obruaxv..April 1901 (l<'lD~~loenem 10G2 t1E). 
p.r~-;-----
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of Ualabar wero very 11m1ted men compared to that o€ tho 

Ezhavos of Travancoro and Coehin. This reully crootod (ln 

1nd1ff orenco ewong th.e Ezhavos of t.\olabur to cooperate \"lith 

tho s. N. O..P. Yog~ by organizing than selves. 

Anothor f actoz v.bieb kept away tho Th1yyon of 

Ualabul" fJ:CQ the ~· N. o. P. Yogc:.m was \he influence of tho 

Notional and Communist movenents. \"11th tho fomotion of 

ldalabllr District Congre£is et;mm1ttee in 1908, nationulist 

movc:ment began to $Pread all over ualabar. Though the 

l<Nldors of this movenent \fer.o casto Hindus. thou svmpathotie 

att1tudo tot'Jarda .~!SED!» and the octivitios of Home .Rule 

uove:nent undelr r~1rs. /-\nne Boe&nt against. untouc:habil1ty1 

convinced the untouehobles tbot the Nationalists wore not 

at oll oga1nst tho1r soclol development. Ey the ond of 

19S0s tho canounist movGDont Dlso begen to cproad in L1alab.:Jr 

and it organized tho b\;lekward castos on. clDss linoo. 1•11 

thoao factor o, indood, consiclorobly ro0trictod tho tnt:1llbcr

chip fro:n Oalabur. Though. tov.'Drds tho end of tho 1920 a tho 

Vogan emerged as a ..-:ell knit organization and its mGJbe.ro'lip 

shot upto 63,674 in 1929,2 tho Yogi.l:n hod only ~1 maubors 

frcn tJalabar. 3 ~ n~b~ of organizc:~tiona 11fto tho Thiyye 

t.:1llhoj.ona 1:0bha, E¥buvo t~1ah& SQbh\J CJnd ~oe Narayana sar;wjm 

1. O .. iJ.uxaJU:, r~l.oy !9.1.7, Vol.!>, .tJo.:>, pp.J.-2. 

2. fv .. a.ts.RstYX..g, t-\ugust-S<;otunbor 1930 (Ch1ngLO J.J.OG r~E) • 
ol.2l 0 ~o.I, p.lO. . 

3. lJllj.., 30 July 1930 ( 15 t<orltkadritto:n 1105 LU!), Vol~20, 
No.6, p.5. 
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t"J<U'O ol!'gan1zod in t.lDlabiotr cmd hod \\'OJ:kod actively for 

GQ!n.O t1me,1 yot the !i,Prood of nut1onal1d'U, lnfluonco of 

cQnmuniSil ond the D\"Ja.roness of class· coneciousne&$ rother 
., ' . 

than casto feelings Stong tho S!i£nl!i eepaeially Eahilvao 

fa110d any ees.te organizotion to take de~-root 1n the 

Tho restt:1ctiono of menbor ship oxelusively to tho 

Ezhavao, Th1yyas or Chovans was the third. important rea con 

\-t.li.eh hspored the grot."Jth in toms of its size of tho 

Yogem. 2 Though tho Y;Jgt:m t'"!Ds described as an inotitution 

orgenizod to pt:opa~ote thG sanatana philosophy of St"eo 

Narcyona Guru, till. 1920 its manborsh1p was strictly closed 

to tho pooplo of other ccmmunitios. 3 In Mcy 1920, ot the 
' 

J. 7th annuol mooting of the Yogs it hdd boen docidod to 

op on its m(!Jllbership to all genuine sympathisor o,· irl'ocpoctivo 

of social and religiouc diffal'eneo.o. 4 out this decision 

1. ~bovo mentioned t.hl:eo orgcnizat.ions sroo fJaroyDnt:l r;amoj~J, 
v.d'lJ.c·h tJi.ls orgcn1aed in 1925, \'J.Oo functioned Dctivbly for 
sa:ne time. l'11tb1n a decade it could ostoblich 40 brclnchoo 
with 1,200 mcmbere. It had o volunteer crops of 1,000 
mcobcrs t'11th porticulilr unifoxm. Dut by tho ond of 1930s 
this Yoga:n alee coo to an end. 
v •. (. K.un~ron. tt;';1alob1Jr ::. 14 IJ. P. Yogs, n ... s..N. Jl, .f. X09!ffi 
G.2}&!Q!J JubllQG SO.!fV oni[ t PP• 23S-6. 

2. Tho m:-t1clo of Anoociation and tho ti'to-lDwo of ths YogiQ 
very ooe.if1cally mont1oned thot tho menborehip eh~uld be 
givon to tho tlccbors of the u somudoyann '::hieh ooan ~hovaa, 
thiyyDo or Clv.:won of TrQvanco:-o-Cochin and r.,olabDr. 
zoo, 'U.,'!,.¢lli.qd!!Y:,f:rt, 11 Fob.!'u~.~ry 1900 ( ~ l.1altorcn lOCO· r:. G) , 
Vol. I, l\!o.5, p. Ioo. ~o cl so, 
VJJ!:fctow.~• NovGJber 1907-Jonuerv 1909, Vol.tv, Noo.e-9 1 

PP• 3- • 

3. :!:qlJQgi'ti.iJiUO• r.:c.:;y ... July 1920 ( EdDvcm-:.~1dbufldm lOPS tte);, p.~. 

4. 1\c:ai:OAD.JCagw..4i,a 27 l.1oy 1920 1 Vol. 11, No.l3. 
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r<milined o popor rosolution till 192'7. r.tlenco T. K. t.1Ddfl-,:won 

o p$:c::l1ncmt Congt"ess loodor \'laG elected tho organizing 

Tho Eahava middle cleGs. t".no hod boon controlling tho 

Yogem realized thdt tho cooperotion and aup~ort of tho EZhevo 

mDaeoe waro inGvitablo to load o erusodo against tho existing 

socilll sot up and to x-edress their soc;io-oconomic ~nd 

polit1col griovaneos. consequently the YogGm in 1922 rod.ucod 

the manborehip foo fzom Rs.25 to Rs.fl in five instclt'lente of 

ono rupee oech pot yoar. 1 1n addition to this roductlon of 

monbot ehip foe., tho Vogan decided to open bi:'Dnehco and unions 

ot vill.ago level end toluk level.2 \11ith the aim of ostcJJJ.lsh· 

ing diroct conte1et 1.1lth mosses end to scqu1ro tho eharactor 

of a mde.r mass movsnont. But dUo to tho indifforonco of tho 
' 

pooplo3 and leek of enthu$1csn on tho port of YogA-:! t"'rlcora, 4 
. . I 

I 

tho deeision of tho 16th Annual maoting ronolood D 1pcpar 

resolution till 1926, when r .. t<. Madhavan t;ao Gppo~ntod De the· 

Organizing socrot.lxy of tho yogcm. 5 kt tllOt tkle Madhavan \.'J4'Ji 

1. • 29 r.1oy 1924, p.J.. soa also, 
:o c.; , July-Auguot 1930 (ltorkkucklltan 1105 ·Mn), 

vo .au, p.9. 
. / 

2. In tho 19th Ann~al mooting of tho Vogan, 1t waa .doe~dod to 
oot.ablioh br.uncnes at vlllo.go laval end unions G\t -r~oluk 
lovol. soe, 

J)pr.J.I.!P lSQlffiW.QJ:, 12 t1ey 1921, pp.2l•22. 

3. A.qt,D).tl ltoun!!Sli, 29 i.l...y 1924, p. 21. 
' 

4. t;l1t~ug1, editor c. t~icnncn criticised the «:tlv1tioo of 
tho og£O t".'.JG lir.litod to or9on1z1ng of an tinnu-t:fJ. mooting 
~gtse&!mlt.i!lt lluguot.-Stptc.m~ .1~30 (cntngan 1100 MB), 

ol.24, Ko.l, p.9. , 

5. t~ ~ l<JOrayanan, t2 Shroo T. i~ t:\adhllVf.10J 0)1la ...lnucn<Jranc.i!tol, n 
~..1..\!.JlJ:?, ,Gg,Adi!J Jub1lco.,.iCWXPJlU• p.206. . I · 

I 

i 



1 126 s 
' ' 

ono of the loading Congress mon in Korala. His Oltper1onco 

v-J1th Congress O%'gon1aotion had taught him ver:y m«;.lny lossona 

in organizing manoes. following tno ex'-lmple of the lnd1Dn 

National Congress. Uadhavan concentrated on msnbo.rship Dnd 

local organiaation. In a EPeeial meeting of t.hc Yogmn hold 

Dt ~;lleppy on lst Januury J.927 (11th onanu 1102 t.lE} • 

Uadhavan pointed out tl'lG v.:eaknoGsoe of tho Yogem and the 

necos&tty of establishing bram:hos at t.ho Taluk and Village 

lovols. 1 His rocoluiion for establishing unions ct Taluh 

lGVGl WD& f:ppl"OVGd. Thle meeting ele<:tod t.-.adhaven as organi-
' sing socretery. At that tlmo, though tho Ezh&vas were tho 

largest cOOllllunlty 1n t<.o:rala \dth 20 lakhs of people. 2 the 

Yog61il hod only .1502 pQJmanent menbors and 2311 tampcraxy 

m~bor s. 3 Madhavan did his best to organlzo peopl•~J at village 

lovol and Taluk J.ovol. Duo to UDdhavan• a consistent hurd v;.tlrtt, 

J.n Juno-July 1930 Yogl::l ostablishGd 250 b:t·anchon, a unions and 

60 c:ooporDtives. 4 OUJ:'ing this period the mGmborehty of tho 

Yogcm milr:tuxt e trarJondus increilse frcm 3 1 <318 to 50 0634 by 

t'tpr11 192cl. 5 In 1Y30 (Karltkadilkem J.l05 t~t:} the menpership 

1. ,!bid., 

2. fJroo1dent1ul udaoos of Shri .N. Kumoran Asan in tho 20th 
t-tnnuul t1oot1ng of tho 'Vogan. 
l,toreAo {tilmm,d.!• 27th t1ay 1923, p. J.. 

3. Tho tanporil%Y und pomunont members tU.vidod on tho basis 
of thea d~oeit of t•le membership fee Ro.t;. Thost~ who poid 
Rs-5 in full \~o ltnovA'l oo pcrn.Hlnont mttnbers 4lnd' tilOGO 1.-A'10 
\ilel'G not paid full anount continued till tho tklo of 
poying full cnount oo ts:nporary oeoborc .. 
~Axo!t9J3all9• so July 1930, Vol.2.0, f\!o.6, p.9. 

4. l...IL~, July...~;ugust 19:.0, Vo1.2.0. pp.9-lO. 
~r. tt. R. f·-kJroyanan ooys that on 5 t1oy 1928 (23 r.~edc:a 
1103 l.1E) YogorJ had established 2:J5 brancheo ~nd 10 unionc. 
JQ,s;.Ua.. p.222. 

5. K. R. l'latayanan, o;>.s,t.t,., p.222. 
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furthor aug;nontod. to 63,674. 1 The unions r:hieh \"Joro 

ortJanizod by YogQD at TDlult level functioned ()S l1 linlt ttlich 

connected the branchos at tho v1~lilgo lovol und the main 

body of tho Yogcm. r~1adhDvan t-:d s tho per5on \".ito brought tho 

Yo~m t;o tho ordit);)r,( masses; 

~port from tho \VOrk of organising. l~al org~nizations, 

aadhaviln sought the eoo}:uarot·1on of other ea;amunit1es and 
tr1Qf,. to ()pon tho menberanip of the Yogain to tho ocmbots of 

othu- cormnunitios 1rrospectivo of caste or religion. The 

· factor whit:h' porsUadod t1adbrJvcn to ta.ke such a step t-Jao 

nothing but h1s ~t~on.al conseiousno~s. 2 r:e havo found that 

·u.9dh.~:van wao a congress J.eodor \-Jlo tri<Jd to follorJ tho 

Congt:eaa method of organising tho people. Tho COngress 

app.till to $11 Indians to become its menbGJ:s 1J:roepective of 

costs or crood naturally persuadod Uadhu.van to organize /lie. 

, s. N. 0.. P. Yogom 1n a similar mllnner.. ln addition to thnt tho 

sanatana PhilosOphy of scoo Naroyano Gutu did not DdnitJony 

casto pr1v11cgo. uadhovon rn1ght. havo thought thnt it \\1l& a 

maanlngloss contre>d1ct1on to tho ideology of Norcyona Guru 

t.o restrict tho '"'onborohip of the r;. N. D.P. Yogan, \Ahlich rsos 

formed to propagtJto tho philosophy of tho Guru to the Ezhetva 

co:rnunity alone. Thoroforo, l.1odh~van approachod t~Dtdyana 

Guru "'nd roquootod h.t.&l to •:..rita a lotto~ to the Yogc:n 

1. ,\l1.x.cltgdc'lvcm, July..,..tugust 1930, pp.9-J.O. 

a. v •• '-. .~lodhavun, L~ i·1U1J~Vantag J,ecmQ ~.ritJ:c.m, Vol.Il, 
Tri vondru:u, l1J.2 t.H:1 , p:5'oo. 



scerifti)l')' r~ l'WJ.aron to opon .its monbOl'ohip to all co:nmun1-

t1oa ond rol.1gion. 1 Thuo on 30 Jenuai!'Y 1927 (11th t.1ek~rc.m 
1102 ME) Naroyane C-uru \COto a letter to Yogrzm SGerot~.~ry to 

opGn ita msbardlip to all. In this letter Guru v;rote: 

Wtthout orguniantion no canmunlty ~11 achiovo 
p:togrosa or strength. I havo foundod the c.. N.D. P. 
Yogo tt~tv fivo y$l)rs a9o on this principle. 
bh&vo dooc net rofer to <my caste or religion •. 
Theroforo all can join the Yog.-nn irreepGetivo q} caste 
or ~•llQion. Moy many manbers joS.n this Yogam. 

f\ s a rosult of thio lett or tho 5th elauso of tho byo-l.Jt-J of 

tha Yogam vtas .ar.J~ndcd and from then onwards all thoco r..1lo 

balt,.~vod in the Sl'oo Narayana Oharmd wozoe pomittod to join 

tbo Yogc.-n. 3 i'\s il consoquonco of thio cha~go a nu:nbor of 

t.le!J.bers fran ot.nez commun1tiee also joined tho Yog~. 4 

ucdh.avtJn v.d.th his congress biJckground had' an ogu.l.itur1on 

1doology as well as c concept of o.rgan13ation basad on moos 

t;Uppc~t. Thio holpod him to on large !j. N. JJ. P. Yogc:n (;l n ono 

of tho important cnato orgoniaation· in Inoia. Uadhovan 

follo~od on onti~oly different ideology &nd tochniquo to 

bring tile s. N.D. P. Yogc.:n to the lovol of men in tha otroot. 

even 1¥ tho Yogc:n and its ect1v1t1os mainly attracted 

tho attention of tho middlo clans 0eetion of tho toeioty end 

mainly functionod in Travancore Droa• it could croato on 

3 •. Xegaga'thq, op. cit. , p.5. 

4. A b1.d. .. 
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avUlkoning soong tho Ezhavuo of ull over Kerals. As a 

canaoquenca of this er;altoning D nu:nber of Ezhava sah!uls 

by difforont nomos anerged in differont partn of Kercla. 

so~n .:tfter thf) foxmation of tho Yog~, tho Gzhovon of 

Kart.hikeppally and K.a:-unagdppal11 hud organiaed t~ a ~so

elations after the Mmo of ~ho1r provinc o in .1904 (1019 t.1E) • 1 

Tho other impottant local associations ep~ang. up ~n Ksrala 

\"JOX'O itarappuram Ezhova &amajem in. Shortala1, Cochin EzMVll 

sc.-na jew (19.1.5) t':b!ch latar bec(WlO COChi:-n Q.. N. D.P. Yog~. 

s-eo Narey&na Olandrodaya SGnajem at V.o1kkan, Si.)nnurga 

PradD}'in1 YogBm at Pulinltattu, Jnanodaya YogBm at Tellic:herry, 

Vljnnnodoya 5abha at Palaghat, tho t:lal&bar Thiyye t.1ahaja.n 

SDbhd, Ezbava t~lahasabha, sreo Nllrayana Sangam in t.:lalabar ate., 

etc. The SOhodhDra r.tovenont of K, Ayyeppan v.bic:h was activo 

in Cochin area for a long time and introduced a numbo.- of 

consttuctivo social ond religious rofo.rms· all over Karole, 

~s another notablo movement 1n Kerala. All thaoo orgcnizll

tions got linked up t-.d.th tne progrQ:iltlo of action 1n1t1otad 

by ~~1 on tho one bond and tho Vogan on tho othor. 2 

Tho fact.oro rocyonoiblo fo.r tho cproad of modorn 

education 1n f(.orola vJoro the 1.1etivitios of tho foro1gn 

Cltt1ction ca1ooion&rio6 liko London t~iooion socioty. tho 

Church tlission soeiaty c;nd tho intoroot and onthusiosu of tho 

1. J!1yo!tof.1o.x.aa. 13 Uay 1904, p. 23. 

2. u. S. H. lleo • J?B,1 s!,t,. • P• 53. 
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rulacG of tta» pr1nco1y stateo of Trovatu::oto ond Coch1n. 1 

Evon though odveotion r1os ddo Qroad J.n Trovoncoro, it r;:lo 

really rootEictod to tho p.riviloged .~u'niJ soctions of 

Hindus and Christlbno. Tho edUcatod sGCtion &lDinJ.y cG1'lo 

from either land holding or: buroaucrot.1c f cnilioa. 2 At tho 

e6mc time, a:nong tho untouchabl<Hb only Ezhavcs got CCXJO 

oducation. This 'riDS dUG to throo 1:eosons. Firstly, tho 

taahavas, tho uppor casto among tho untouchables. \":as tho 

first cam:nunity tho't C&'"tlo into contDct. vJlth f!uropoen mioolon

orlos. They t·.:ero ablo to got English odue()tion fro:J tho 

sehools run by tho miocionurios. 3 socondly, c;:aong tho 

untouchobloo und tho t1holo of. buck,-.:ord co.iimunity, tho auore

enco of c.\ middlo claso r.:ao first noticed ll:lon9 tna UzhcvDe. 

In 1896, r .. non Ezhcvuo sulnittod a mcnoriol. gonorally knor.n 

o e Ezhovo t.l o:Jo.rial to tho t:lataaro Ju thoir quin oubui colon ~.:l o 

thut tho cchooln chould bo oponod to tlloir chi!~on. for 

cducution t'.iilo the only coa:no t'/ \-Alich they \7~Uld bo ablo to 

1. Pinilncial and muteri£~1 old to tho u1os1orwrios rand 
soc1Gtios for tho prCDot1on of Englich educot1on \-:Ds moro 
generous frCIO tho rulel's of thaao princely ~atos. 
~o. C.i.1, l~gur. QR•S&Sa • p.2l. 

a. ~·sotr~stKD.UVt ncp.s.ff· T£0Y,fl.!1ssx-<h .J.rai2• p.loo. <for 
data 0 GOO ChD!)tOX' I • 

3. Pfi&xafg P.~.ft£ Q of BE· EY.~'l!!, Filo IJo, J.2, p, J.29. 
&:mlUO t::Dt<JOZ' of tho Lonaon t.~iooion~ry !JOCioty opened l) 

cet1ool ncar i-itljongo, tho pluco bott:;aen Trivandrun and 
cu1lon for fifty "highly ro~ec·~aolce Uzh{£VD boys v:ho 
0 t:oro ::of'Usccl Ocbiosion to t~lO oircur cchool~, n 
L.:J, S. T, C. D. •• c~ort l.B72, p,lG GUOtod in Hob~1n Joffroy • 
0 Tho £Ociul Origino of a CD ate l·aococ1ot1on J.a"a .... l90U •••• e1 

tf•S'*t• p,47. Goo also, . . 
:: CQV nd<.~n, 0 Hao Oahudur P. Volc.;yudhcan. n .:J:a.r~ I} f, gol,dQQ 
.r!W?j.l.,o.sw;:q.yy,_c,alF., sn.,e,1t.._ • p.59. 
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ccmpote \"Jith othor cammun1t1os. 1 Finally t-hlen grant-in

Did scheme t"XXS introduced by tsoavunc:oro Govcrrncnt in 

lG6e-69 and libcralisod in 1873-14.2 o numbor of oehoola 

\...:hieh wore cponed for ,tho oduection of tho ch11clron belong

ing to tho bUckv .. -:lrd cQn.1lun1t1os also holpod Ezhcvoo to 

sn:oad odUC ation among them. As- .a. conooq:ucnce, educational 

conditions of Ezhtlvas steadily im.provod. , Tho rato of malo 

l.lterf.lCY anong the Ezhevas ine.r.:oc1GGd fro.11 3.15 por cent 1n 

lB"''l to .12. J.O por cant in l69J. and in 1891, 30 Ezhawl o rJOJ:'O 

11 tor ate in &lgli sh. 3 

s:oe NDxooyono Guru ond tr~o le£~dei's of tho & N. o. P. 
' 

Yogcn guvo 9r0at importance to education beeauso thoy 

roalisod that those \".ho controlled oducDtional focilitioo 

alSO controlled the oconcmic Cnd buro~ucratic opportunitioo. 

Though sroe N$!'clY~nD Guru, lilto otllor rofo~tnar c and 

intolloctuals, of tho 19th century o})poood to lir.lit!ng tho 

lcnowlodgo t.o the t.~ppox- strato of the sccioty, hio c:onceyt 

of education \".iDC onti.r:oly difforont f~Q'.il th<~t of tho 19th 

century intolloctuala l1ko l\ltshny t~umor outt, V!dyo.cngor,. 

Oobondranoth Taeoro, ~1 snaet~i JambokGr, GL~ &eyyod ~~ed 

lthan, Voorooc.111n9ta otc. r:llJ.lo moot. of tho 19th century 

rofomors and intelloctuc.llo euphuei.God tho vern4Jculur 
' . . 

lvngwJgos "'a tho uad1u:.a thr..;ugh \'l~lich lU'lorJl ed~e could be 

.&.. I?.£1Vu~g £:t.:pJ!i:s g_f....)!£. £nl.ay, fila lJo. 12, P• 129. 

2. 1-i. n. Go,inyti·wn iJD!r, 0 EriUcution end ~c1o-Econan1c . 
C.il.:~ngo in ttorul~,n ;:e&iB~ ~J.oo,~.,i£4\, f.larch 1~76, Vol.4• 
•~~. a, !>• S2. 
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di..sscmin~ted to the mo sees.1 Sl!'ee Nclrayano Guru established 

sanstu:.tt echools und at Vlo nane 'time advised his follcn-..ors 

to t~n 'thou attention tor:&.l'ds 'E.ngl.S.eh edutDtion. Spoa!t1ng 

ot VignonavardhinJ. sotma at dle:rDi 1n .1912 Qfsm1 sOidJ 

. 

Sdueation laada Qny c~unity to higher otancta"de and 
t.hcu:efore., 1f \10 o"o J.ntcostod 1n the welfare of our 
canmunity, ,..,e hove to encourage it J..,. •• ..,J Th.to ~uld 
benefit \he coc1oty as a ~olo .,L •• ~ Tho chiof l.onguogo 
now io J:nglJ.sh. 2thor:oforo our attention has to tum 
towards Engll eh. . . · 

Th1o onphaGls on Englieh ocSueaUon was because of the fcc:t 
/ 

that tho Sngllsh oducatlon could alono ensure public appoint• 

ment s. The GurU sought to mak.o thau roal1ao ~at only through 

oducation they ~»uld broak to roDCh h1gber potl.t1on in the 

noeloty and el.cO ?rocure good employment. Guru onco !Ulidt 
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r:o navo only a snall. nunber of people r.ho D.ro t~oll 
educa'tod t:nd holding good position!j in tho G .. vorn
ment oarvico ,k. uJ rtow-CJ-days any casto can bo 
uplifted by moans of education. If \"JO havo uny 
pltln of improving the condtiono of <j,Ov.:n trt?ddon 
masses co muot adueats our children. _ 

After the modernization of administration end the 

practie.ol roeocr•-"tion of English as off1c1~1 languago of 

the stato all ccr.~unities started sending their childron to 

schools and colleges with 4 view to qualify tn£.71 for govern-

mont GOJ:Vice. 2 cz.havu&, being an ,a!d£02 ccnmunity, ~ero 

doniod a<taission 1nto many schools. Till the first decado 

of tho prosont contury it could not oven oo thought of toot 

tho caste Hindus and non-ct.)ste t1.1ndus cOt.Jld attond tht3 sao 
' 

schools. caste restrictions and the pxoetico of untouchaui• 

l1ty \"Jere so ht:ird in Travancore society. The call of Guru 

to strengthen their community Pby organizotion and l~bcrute 

by oducationn waG a YJeapon to liberate individuals from tho 

clutches of castei$11 Dnd trcu:sltionalisn. Moraovor, EZhC~VD 

middlo. el~o.s con sidorod that· tho' cloaing of oducationul 

institutions tO them ';:stf tho goVernnont •·DS not only 00 

1njuot1co but Dl~o ono t~ieh did not rocognizo boGie human 

right.s. ;., lurr;o portion of tho cm .. "!lunity t".'ho contrlbutod 

thoir quotil to tho. otuto rovonuoo frcm ~.;hich the cehools 

1. r:.urltothu Ku:n41run, tff"o t~~·ll:PX .... tld q,u;u ~~Alt.otyto Jgwa
s:hyr&£r§lt 2nd edit on, cuUcut, J.~·'1l, pp.2~ -2. 

2. &lC;J,pl't oj' ;$hO LQCEU:ll'!l!OO}lt t~ngyj.r~ ~i:t;SQR. ,Qf ll'dV'i!lJitlr"p, 
J.Q2U, p. 23. 
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rJaro oainly financed wero dobared from attending then. Thio 

was Odturally rosonted by thGn and in turn po.rcuaded than to 

fight for thQil' right of attending tho schools. 1 

first of all the Yogan turned its attsntion to socure 

acbission 1n public schools. Till tho beginning of tho 

pre1sont eontury • almost .oll governnont schools uero cloaed to 

than. n nu:nbnr ,Jf Ezhava students. \"Alo l'Joro coming fran middlo 

cla so fam1lion \·.:arc donicd educationu 1 f cc111t1os in govern ont 
. . . 

sbhooln as thoy bolongod to an untouchable caste. Palpu and 

tho manbers of his femily were the first Q)CDpegoat of this 

moon1nglaoo caeto restrictions of travancore. 2 In 1695. \"Jlon 

an Ezhuva Hanan applied for adnission to ~"tttingal Slglieh 

r;ehool as he bolongod to the axa;ng co:nrnunity hi~ udniceion 

t1ilG denied by tho ineyector of schools. 3 Tho govorrt'ilcnt 

gave two reasons fOJ: this decision. Tho firot ono t:Jcs thtlt 

thoGo schools \'Jaro located oithcr in tho pramiaee of tcmplaa 

or pchlccon or h1ghl:JGY s or Brctmin housoa, which tJero in-
4 Dccooeiblo to tho awlrna community. secondly governnant 

1. soo argt.=aants of r.1. Gov1nctan tho rcprosentativo of tho 
s. N. v. P. Yogo 1n the 4th sesoion of o.-1 r~·,ulo PopulDr 
1-\GOG'Jbly • 

.J!l\osnQd!.ngn .of ~:;1 f.ju~ir.l l!qpyl~r t\r\lcrn.J:t\x J:207, pp.45-46. 

2. P.T. Pnlpu, f ;thor of Dr. PDlpu oppliod for Govcr~ont 
plocdorch1p uxc:ninution in Tti)vancoro. Though hio o;,plica
tion foo ~:ao Dec<v'tedt ho \~JOG rofusod to ~ppocr in tha 
ox~10<.>t1on, oo ho bolongod to JW:~&nll ecr.n;41Unity. 3/on 
thou9h !Jr. Vulpu \.'Ji.'~to tho ontr~nco oxCJlinr;;tion f o~: codicino 
in Travancoro and oecured socond position, ho ~~o rGfuood 
Dcrniooion. Thio cem;.>ollod him to loGvo for :.1-lclro..~o from 
~o-A1oro ho cecurod oodicul dogroo • 
.J#:~ • .v~j~ 1y f~1.0l" Dt file No • .l2, PP• 126-30, 

3. TbiG latter had beon reprodUced in tho L<aralg &(.uumuq&, 
23 l\:OVCObor lV22, P• J.. ... 

4 • .ex;,gceodin,a§ of tho 4th t.looting of the sri Uultn P~ulvr 
'"ooo~li;)ly Truvoncoro J.90J, pp.40-46. 
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blemed thst the uPPet cesto M1nduQ ",ere opposed 'to the 

ocbiseion of lovJ castes to t.he govorn:aent cchools.1 

Po~ tho odueational opponun1 t.i.e5t the reproaqnto- · 

tivea of t.be S. t>4 0. P. Yog.s:n had continued thcd.J' c~usada 1n 

$r1 Uulflnl Popular Aest:mbly sUtcO 1905. Tho agitot1on, 

r:as in tho boglnn1ng dUeeted to got the govel'rment schools 

open to tho Eaheva boys and girls. ln 1906, N. Kt.m6ran AS(ln, 

tho rep:tesontstlve of the s. N. D.P. Yog&1l in the Aseenbly, 

brought out tho disabil1t1eo of the &hav&fl in x-~~:d to 

their: cctnieGion into government schools and h1ghll«Jhtod the 

difficulties they \101'0 facing and requested that all Ezhavo 

boys be ad'n1ttod tnto atl govontment schools.2 ln l9011n 

tho 4th mooting of 'tho AesGDbly t!l. Gov1ndan prosented a 

m(;1noria1 td.gned ttt· 64 reprosen.ta,ivoo of tho f\Gsa-Jbly on the 

subjoct of free actn1ss1on of tho £ahavDe into 011 ovornnent 

school J But tho adn.t.ssion of tho Ezhuva ch11dran to 

public ecnocls rcnoinod a waxed quoot1on till 190a. on 6th 

Juno 1908, tho Travcnco~o Govet'nnent 1seued a notification 

( N1>. 12044). by rAlich thoy dati dod to thtO\*J q:>en i.ill sll'ltilr boy o• 

school a, both Engll sh and Vernaeulur• to tho EzhtJ.Vo children 

eXcept ouch ~ o woro s1tuatod in plilcos 1noeceaalblo to than~ The 

1 .1W... 
·~ 

3. MaWn~~~~~ia~tb {lgQUnq of .t~g ~ l·l'!AG9 POR,YlDE 

4. .idU&Q,t!gn P<Rarlffiont. traxancg£2 f.\!o l\to1 i!§ of 1910. 
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latter 1nstitut!. .. ms vsoro also orderod to bo ohiftod to 

unobjectionablo plaeGs as eaJ'lV cs poosible. In 1909, out 

of 369 government schools 326 were opened to tho Eahova 

ccmmuni.ty. 1 In J.9l3 there wero only 13 sehoolo inaccessible 

to the Ezhavos. 2 

Tho Girls' schools, ho\-;evor, wero still closed to 

than. The just1f1cation on the part of the govc~nment woa 

that tho effect of putting then in government schools would 

probably bo to empty these echools of tho Bratmin and Nair 

girls. 3 It was generally ~ttributed thut the girls were 

natul:'ally more eonservat1v$. In 1910, tho s. N • .o .. P. Yogmn 

reprosentativo in the Asssnbly, Shri Kunju Pant.kkur, prayed 

to tho government that the E:z:huva girls should at locst bo 

adnittod into those schools to vkt1eh tho Christian girls 

had ace oss. 4 ll.fo to the constant struggle of tho Ezheva 

mGnbers in tho Hsscmbly in 1910, 35 schools uoro Or>enod for 

tho firot t1mo for tho Ezhova girls. 5 tho educational code 

of 1911, ilb£Olutoly removed tho restrictions on tho ud:J1ac1on 

of tho ~cltword cl..o sa ccx.tmun1t1ea in the government schools. 6 

1 • .f..WJ1..9.9i.09§ ~i t.\U)c-Zn.Ronulur auQll.PlX 1908• p. 73. 

2. Dm~n' s rCJ)ly to tho ctUOstion of u menbor, .f£9COS,d1£mf? 
t!:~.r.;uA..:q_J.!_opHl .. .:or Aru;C'!lo!Jc, 1913, p.l37. 

4. 

5. P. 1<. Gopalato:i shn~n. n soc1ol f!oform ;~ovanonts0 , 
.iS.flLQlQ_Q'ltJF!\rc;:u, Vol. I, ET:n\Jitul~n • 19 73, p.l218. 

6. T. K •. Volu Pillai • .PRe !itt .. , Vol. III, PP• 7'".,5 ond "56. 
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By 1919 out of tho 352 gU'l&' sehools only 100 \"JOro opened 

to tho E%havoe. 1 

The noxt step w~s the agitation for adni oslon to 

sansltrit and k)'Urvodie collages v.:hich wore sitlJdted 1n 

localities in&ceossible to tho ezhavas. 2 However, thoy had 

t~ wait t111 1915. to ~at a_~1s~on in Ayurvedic ~o~lo~a3 

and. till. 1918 in sanskrit co.ll~ge. 4 

. . 

In additi~.m to their fight against the Govornnont, 
. ' . ' ' 

thG s. N. 0. P. \"ogam and rich Ezbavao ulong with Sroa Narayona 
' . . 
Guru stortod educutional institt..tions for the Ezhavas. The 

nood for soelal ronei nsance and econCinic ·dQ,,·olop:n ont of the 

CCI.itmun.t.ty, the nead to compete with tho dovelop;Dd: i.Canmunit1es · 
. ' 

11lte the Nail's, the non..rJalaya1.1 Brahmins and tho Christit~n.o 

who had a dominating position in tile· economic and burooucrotic 

s>here c:~r.d the lack. of support from tho govortbllcnt in thoir 

community induced tho ~havao to sto.rt e number of ectueotionwl · 

institutions. In lii306 (1091 f•1E) the s. N. 0. P. Yogc:o started 

<ln BSueation Fund with the objoct of providing both tochn1col 

and goneral Oducction to tho people of tho cc:munity. 5 Str.cmi 

1. fro~:&odi,f},f\0 of :=-[..1 r.~y&2ffi Poeul.ar £tQJJm!bly 1919 • p.91. 

2. Heply of tho Dor:on to tho de;nt.md of dn EzhDVll ruaabor in 
tho AosGJbly to remove tho rost.r1et1ona on tho Dc.biesion 
to them in tho .,..yurvodic end nunstu:it Collo9o • 
.P,A:.0$.9..,qding,l" =.: t}l.st....GrJ .. f·)Yli2m fopJL\2r OO.oa2..~· 1907, p.«l. 

3 • ..!ll_Vc~'f99J,lt11 Geptsoer•O:'tobcr 1914 (Kann.t., .1090 t.1U), 
VOI.! , 1:..o. tt, p. 233. 
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sturtod a S<lnslcr'-t school at Aruvippur«Mn end later it. t:Do 

shifted to Tr&vnndr:tl:l. 1 Paruvoor v. itoSDva~~n otarted an 

lj.yurvedic oehool c.~nd 1.-.here not only traditional ~~yurv odie 

odUcetion \."J~S imp~rtod but also tho rudiments of anatomy ond 

physiology. 2 In 1917, under tho dUspicos of tno ~ ti. D.P. 

Yogaro and with tt1o support of tho Education OOpartmant l)n 

o~ganization by namo 0 N1kh1la EzhG~a Vidhyabby~sa Uuba~bha• 

(1\n all Snhava EducDtion Confe:fence) formod ~ith tho aim of 

providing pr1ma~ edUcation to the Szhavss 1n Truvancoro. 3 

The main objectiv.$s of this confer..~neo r.~e~o 'to por£Uode tho 

goverBnont to open all olc:montary cchools t.o tho EZhava 

childl'on and to conGtruct no\-; schools in tho Dl"o0 s \.-~lore tho 

Ezhovaa \"JC!rS not having schools to educate tho!%' ch11dron. 4 

,.,_ central eanmittee ·was set up 4t Tr1vendrum and Taluk levol 

sub-committeos were organized for the educational doval~ont 

of 'tho ezhavas. 5 ln 1922 the Yogam startGd its first Engl1eh 

school ot Perinar.tu in Jilloppy. 6 ~ froo Mglo-~naltrit Boarding 

school t:On etartod at i\1.\--:aye. ThiG ~..as. the l<.~;rgost 1notitut1on 

of tho kind tJnd Md sbot'Jn botter rooult than QVen the 

2, mi!SR!Wfai!• .July•GQptGiib~ 1907 (Kdr'!tkad<iiltt;:m 1032 Dnd 
fl9Cil 093 i!.ll), Vol,4, •1!0,4, and. 5, P• 3. 

3. tJ&t~v.,Qd!, Juno 1917, Vol.5, Nn.6, p. 7. 

4. ~.,g!t~iA.t Jonuury1.1arch 1917 (t.~tilkorWl-Kl.mbGn 1902 l.ll!), 
Vo :I3fNO.a. .lO•ll, 

5. rf~tClXDsJi, Juno 1917, Vol.5, No.7, p.5. -
o ProSident of ~his central eo:Jr.l1t'too l-:ca P, .-l!.:m.., Gt":cm1 

nyy or vdlo wae tho Deputy . Uiroc'tor of l!ducotion in Trav-:lncoro 
t~nd N. ltu:Jarun ;;sao was ol¢ctod as secrotury • 
.L9SJ ,slj:. 

6 • .!SzqtaAo Knwudi, 24 Uuy 1923, P• J.. 
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govorttnent sehoole in the country. 1 It \':Ould bO soen. 

moroovor, tha-t tho camnuni.ty hod built mCJny 'lt'&)bools end 

mado than over to governnent in addition to those privctely 

conducted by then selves. 2 
By these Gdueetlonal activities 

a numbor of graduates, post graduetes and lO\~gr,hiuatos, 

both malo and female increased, vAlo hod dietinguiehod 

themsolves in the various offices in Britith Government ana 

other p~lne~ly st.atos. 3 

Thus dUo to three d.Gcados of consistent narc:k-;nrk of 

tho s. N. D.P. Yogs the Bzhav<ls of Travaneore achieved 

enviable success in tho fiold of education. \"'.'o hc-.~vo found 

that in 1813 tho malo literacy anong tho Ezbuvac wus 3.2 

por cont. but in 1911 and J.93J., 'those nu:nbors \'":ore incroaoad 

ratl)OctiVoly to 19 par eent and 36 por cent. 4 s1m1la~J.y, 

tho number of B'lgliah literDtos also ineroased in hundrodo. 

\-:o hovo el&'eady noon that tho number of Ezhavas educotod 

1n English \"IOX'G only 30 in 1690 and thi.lt it ~os incroasod 

to 5,202 in .1931. 5 o.tt of i.441 English oduccted Ezhavos 

in 1911, 82 wero v~on. 6 In .1.917 it t:as ealculetod 'thut 

1 •• or. fglpy RBQg&. file ~.4, p.l09, 

2. X,b1d,. p.108, 

3, f.1urltoth Kunhep~)Ot "Thiyyc:rudccharit.rc:il ClrU VihDgaveekshDni,::lt a 
$1 tJ, C;£· _ P.l'\t"!rn&l J~&l,pg s.quvc~ir, PP• 71-'72. 
JJM VD :BY R.!~-,\li§• 1:1 o No.4, P• 09. 

4, _Gonwg of TrilvQqeor~ lSb, 1911 ond 1931. 

5. s·ee, chapter I. 
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tho number of pupil o belonging to tbi s group and oct.ually 

t.zttend1ng sehooln \7DS 37,!)oa. 1 

Under the £Jogios· of 'the s. N. 0. P,. Yogam tho odueatod 

middle clQss turned their attontion next '\o tho rignts of 

ont~Y of tho ezhavas into public service. DUe to over• 

shelming influence of castoi~. untouehcb1Uty "'nd unapproach

obility • G:aployment opportun1t1es t."Jero deniod to tho Eatuwos 

in the T~avancQfo Public adn1nietration. 2 During tho time 

of l.lalayali r11 anoricl in !89.1, there r1a s. not a singlo ropro

ooratativo of the Eatuwa community holding any c;.ppo1ntment. on 

Rs.5 or up\·Jards a month in the state. 3 In rocponse to. the 

uonori<:tltthe oov.:an bad replied that education """as not suffi• 

ciontly widoep::oad cmong the Sahovas. in ordor to offer tha 

onploymont in tho public se!'Vice. 4 This ~atcmont wan 

1. t.:a.s"vac;U:, June l9l7, Vol.5, No.6. 

2. The govern7aon~ oado it clear in 1891 thot tho social 
poo1t1on of tho untouehobleo •is ouch tt&Wt thoy ccn ha~:dly 
bo eligiblo for public officoo r-.horo a cortoin c:nount of 
roo:>OC\ 1o oxpoctad to be co.1lrJandod in o stotG cl'loro Hinduu 
oro moro consorvotive ~mel suporstitlous than tho1r brothorn 
in f;jj,jldbDr. a Govorn:aont O'ldoreanont to ti\9 L'aloyoli 4.lEGIO.t'1Yl 
N;J.ll»9 ::1 aua t JJAQ11J?h &leo:> £dg, GoY OJ.'Itn ont Geerotoriut, 
t r1 v.undr...:l. 

3. t1Dloyali I.icsorial reproduced 1n tba iggp~ h~Shiv~t f\iQtt~ 
.t..nt.t,.c;, Vol. II, 1\'0s.ll ilnd Ill, Uutc 1 an .Juno 19 , P• • 

4. /.ec:orcling to tho oowan, nthoro oro only tt"D of thoir clooa 
out of a papulution of 007,1 7J, t-.:ho hDVG graduated fran tho 
univore!ty end a vary f<WJ, indood, if nny ~o aro soe~~ing 
o ll!ghor odL-eotion in t&la local eollcgo. 
Endor sonant. to T.r.ovancore r~1a:Jor1Lll 1 Fila f;:o,J.OOS ,1:~1 J34 1 s:n. 11 h ;. or , C-overroent secrotSlriat, Trivondrum, 
C9 o o en, \ St , 16th O::tobor 1906 ( 32 Kanni 1082 ;~a:) • 
Vol. 3t ~~o. • p, , 



cons'tdored to bo an oxcuso bocauso tho cencus of 1991 thot.1ed 

thut tho nu:nbor of oducstod porsons among the Ezhavas t':tlG 

z;,ooo, yet not a Ginglo nt.clber of that cQ'lltl\un1ty was po.xtlittod 

to bo avon a poop undor the sirltDx-. 1 Tho tragic e»eporioncos 

of P. VelDyudhan and ~~1pu ~r-r.o wet a g,raduDt.ed a a o.u:ly tl& 1800s 

boing don1ed sirk&r jobs is notewo.zothy. 2 ~''n Szhovo gradl.t~to . 
\'lhO applied for the post of a copyist in t.ravaneoro High Court · 

wes told that tho traditional state policy r;;as against his 

employment. 3 1-\ecording to the Government statonont tho Ezhavao 

v1oro not adn1ttod into the s~vic:o chiefly Ot".dng to tho objectio~ 

of tho hi9h c:a!rto Hindut;. 4 por.sumably that of 'the Naira. 5 Tho 

Gov orro ont o~dor indicotod that 1 t did not \.':}llnt to oct agD1nst 

l. ~eifl.a &ininart• 7 October 1896. · fa:oa)#t:v? Ber~o Pli1J .. er fiG?oa, J.S96, p.273. 

2. ,Qt• ,f§bP'a f§QOX.:.t. file No.l2, pp.l28-30. 
soo alco tho reply to P. Volayudn<ln fto:n J. C. Honnigton for 
hio applicDti.on for D job in T.ti.}Vilflcoro on 21 July 1800. 
In this lettor he say·o Clbout hiG ott(.!Jpt tlnd failure to got 
him o job in Truvancoro and COChin, quotod tn 
P. S. VolCJyUdhon, ... ~!} f· JdU!E11fe:J3• p.2i;l. 
After tD!;.intJ h1o rao co degroo rom tl.adroo Ulliveroity t".!len 
cr. Pvlpu ~?pl1od in l'raVGOf;OJ;"O Govorrtnont for tl job, he t;J) 0 
informed that 'thoro t"\filS not only o vacancy in Llodicol Dq,>urt
r.Jont ot prooent but cl so \'ius having no chUngo in impending 
futuro. 
~voctQdnl'~ ~uly-scptanbor 1907 (Kar~tkDdc.~lt.::a J-082 end 

ir19a:n 0 r., E) t Vol. 4 1 Nos. 4 llnd 5, P• 6, 

3. l<craA.l.l .. ~£i:h~ • 7 O:tobor J.G96. 
uo~.e& .l\:Utvif1e\'"Jfi fi:nnx;. Rmers .A?2..4• P• 2"13. 

4. 



the intGrost of casto Hindus, OtPOCi" lly tho Nayars, sine e 

1t r1oa feilrad tna't it \-JOUld lead to caumunol · conflic:ts 

detrimental to tho progrest;> of tho state. 1 In eho:r:t, till 

tho boginning of tho present century the Ezl'llJvas were 

completely excluded from Travancore Public service. 

The f.U: at movenent of the Szhavu$ was the. &:have 

ucmorial signed by 13,170 members of' 'tho ccr.1.-nunity ~nd 

nut:mittod to tho Manaxa ja in 1~6. Tho petition roquestod 

1n hunble ·terms .the granting of ordinary civic rights (t.~ich 

t.~ere g~&nted ~o the converts to Islc:n OJ' Christianity) to 

tho EzhavDs. \\bo ~ene2ined within tho fol~ of Hinduism. 2 The 

mG:to:tielistn reg3:'etted that in ·Tzoovaneoro they wero still 
. ' 

kopt off fran GoVOJ:'rtnent soriveo. But thio m<J.i)orlul fe>iled 

to pEodueo any rosult. Theroofter, acto~ding to the t~shoo 

of Polpu, G. P. Pillu1 rEliaad thB iocuo of tllo plight of tho 

G2bOVClS ut tho Oth Indion National :.Aeial COnferoneo held 

ot Poona in 1695 and in the British Pdrl1umant. 3 aut theae 

oct1v1t1os did not improve tho misorablo conditions of tho 

Eih<:~vve. The G1Jvorrtnent .:~nd QP'tf~&no Hindu officials oc:toptod 

various meano and tactics to lto~ tho Ezhavaa out of the 

public service. '"ccot:d1ng to D corroQondont of the UDdr~ s 

LlDJ.l; 

l, P. i'- BolD!alshnan, ~99. £olar§XDDQ gur.I.J, pp.49-60. 

2, S~o full toxt of ,JalhQYD f.lsmor,.ial appended ln 
ti. J. Kodly, SB• ci'£., ~>~ppaiialx No. IV, pp.l90.200. 

3, G. P. SGkhar (ad.) , ,sm. c;&1;4 , PP• Ul.-6. 
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one eQnd1date i a symp~t.letic:ally adVi&ed not to 
.appoar. "'nother 1u mad& to 1.1a1t ono big off1~1ul 
aftet anotnoJ:> till he gets disguoted and laavos 
tho state. '"'thUd is •overagad' 1nsp1te of all 
proofs to tho C. ontt'il#')'. ;.\ four-th 1 o told ho 1 o a 
'lowe.!' caste• but no \'lot'itton &ndoxosenont to that 
J.".tOUld be givon, •traditionol stute policy' · 
pz:eeiludost a fifth in ono d(t)at-t.·.u.mt and he ia 
aGtted to seek. e;~ploymont in other dq;>al"tnent.s dlore 
it may.Lb¢1 possible to entortoin men of hin c~ess 
L· ••• .:~ . 

Tho educated Ezh~vas roaliaed th~t most of the jobs under 

govornmont wero closod to than. ~·.bon Lt. N.. l<esavon Dppl1od to 

the Travancoro Police Oe,s>al"tr.lent afte:r t.ok1ng his diplano from 

Uy ao:re Police school ho was informed by Beall, tho thon Haad 

of the ~ortment of Police, that thoro was no vacancy for 

tho tirao being and he WiJS adVised to s.eok c job ~lt'lowhoro. 2 

Th1s meant thot the goveJ;ment service wila tho preserve of 

caste Hindus. Theroforo. the only alternative for tJell 

oducatod Eznovas J.v& s to leave thoir state in search of 

tmploymont. 

This was the condition of the aztwvas in tho mottor 
1e 

of public sorve during the timo of tho fosrnution en tho 
L 

s. N. U.P. Yogam. As education und Ll\'Wlr.ening Qroad a:1ong tho 

Eahcvo mlddlo clOGG boc&Uso. thrq bocsmo consciouo of tho1r 

baoic human rights ond began to ro1so thoir voico for tho 
e rD11zot1on of tho so rights. Tho loodor s ottenptod to arou.so 
" tho menbers of tnoir canmunity to fight for their r1gbts1 

I 

1 •. (ll~otod in tho r.1aorunduil subaitted for tho 1nformut1on of 
hio EXcollency thG leta ·Governor of Mackoo by ur. Pulpv. 
Tho manorllndum 1n enclosod in thq pr1vc1tq Pa>a&:.n of BE· 
-E.DJ.S?Jh Filo No •. 6 9 ' • 

2. V~valto~c:'lt 1.7 1\~vanbar .1$00 (32 Th~lam .1032 t~E), Vol.3 1 . 
T~o. =t; p. :· · 
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p~rticul arly for "heir tigbtful shal!'e in tho govorn:nont 

aervlce. The.t trlod to make 'then conscious of 'their 

oxplo1tation by' the upper castes. ThGY bocc.mo moro self

&ss<brtt.vo and reacJV to fight for betteZ' stet.us in buroou

etat1c and &d'Dinist~lltivo sphores. This fight of tho 

di s&ppointod E;dlava middle class to gat into tho Travaneoro 

public service waa malnly due to 'throe reasons. firstly, 

during that tJ.me gov•nment nerviee was tho most important 

moans of acquiring woaltb and 1nfl.uonce in society. The 

denial of th.l¥& opportunity \14G perceived ao a 01ajor 1njust.1co. 1 

the second reason \~G concerned with the consciousnoss of 

Sahava tn1441o class t.o achieve their rights. The hardship 

caueod by tho govOI'ment in not taking into consideration 

theU just rights and canpetence eonpelled them to chow moro 

interest 1n getting goverment jobe. 2 Owing to the ovor

\·belming influence of nes>otisn, bureaucracy beoame tho 

pt:esorve of tho upper caste& This den1od the menbOJ:"s of the 

now middle class i:mong tho Eahavae Cl log1t1mote share ln the 

buroeueracv. 

Fil'st (1£ Oll tho Eahavas dcmanded tho pr1v11egoa of 

Th1yyDG in malobor undo&- tho British rule ond the Christian 

converts in Travsneore 1n tho matter of Dppo.t.ntmentG to the 

governoent service. ~rayc.~na Pan1kltf;i.J: roquosted the govern

cent 'to extent the privileges which wero enjoyed by the 



Cht1at1an eonvorts to tho Bahavas also. to thin, tho Dewan 

te;>lJ.od that the government bad n.otb1ng to dO 1n th1e 

metter. 1 Till 1905, the number of Szhcvas r.:ero VGZY 11ttlo 

1n ~he govern:n.ent. sOJ:v1c.e and tho •ti'DditionDl state policy" 

wos being relaxed eJ.nce 1908 (J.083 t.1S) 1n 'tho matter of 

entel'ta1n1.ng the Sahavas 1n tho publi.e sorvic~. 2 Th1a 

sUdden chango was mainly boeauoe of the cone.lstont pJ."essur~ 

of tho s. N. c. P. Yogam on tbe governmont and the otttr.1pt of 

the EZhava mcmbs.s 1n the sr:e-o Mulam Pop\ll&r Asst.Pbly •. Tho. 

~ s. N. b. P. Yogan· incessantly c:J:J.t1cisod the. govel"f'tnont policY 

of exclusion of tho Eahllvas from tho govern:nent sor\flce ond 

at tho ea:no time roquosted time ond again to accommodate tho 

qua11f1od EzhavQs :1n the publlc sorvt.c:e. 3 Prom .&905 onwu:edst 

one tJGnbor ft(l'jl tho Ezhava ecrnmun1ty \"JaG ncm1noted to tho 

~co l.1ularn Populor AosGDbly. Thlo repronentotlon of the 

Ezhova.o in tho Aescmbly helpod to a largo extent to bl'1ng 

the gr1ov~ncos of thotr e~un1ty directly to the notice of 

the governnent. The m~boro like l(Uneron ;,eon, N. KWlarc.m 

etc:. • cuccoeded J.n convincing the governnent tho grievaneeo 

of l!a.hDVCilo .regarding tbo appointment in the Trov.::ancoro 

public oervtco. 4 in .19Cf> out of 5 lalth Czhavao only 25 t'JOZ:G 

1. ~V~fNF!t lf) NO.VGnbel' 1906 (30 Thulan lOW. LlE) 1 Vol.2, 
• I p.3. 

a. froeggdlnqa,of ca:& tJylan PQRulor £U~!i13blY J.913. p.l60. 

3. ~v=k~=;i• .15 July 1900 (editoriul), p.l. 
~iii 4#1, 17 NOYQbor 1906, p.4 and other bDek volu:aes. 

4. tlo K Dla 
9 



appointed· in the goveJ>nment service and one of then were 

drc:ntd.ng moro t.h~n J!> rupees pOl." month aa thea 1Ull&J!'Y. 1 

out of the&e z; Ezh.ovas, ~ wero constable& 1n police depart

monte and othots were prlma:y school teacher$ drawing 

rupees nino to fif'teen per. men$1S. 2 Though on popo~: oll 

but th-e department of ~evenue and judicial wore opon to tho 

Elhavae, in practice almost ell dopal'tmonts wore closed to 

then. But the Slhllva rep~osentativea in the sri Mulcm 

Popular Asocmbly coneluontly roquosted tho GoV<JX'"m ont to 

throw opon all its dep4rtmonts to the ezhavas and oo D 

conseqUence of tho1r ~:egular demDnds within D -dee~de• a 

slight lmpr:ovcmont had takon place. Table 2» show a the 

number of eah.ovos in the govo.ranont aorvieo 1n 1914. 

Though tho Szhavoo v;ero appointed in some posts 1n 

the govo~ment oontice. indeed tho11' teprosentation 1n tho 

govornnent. oervic o wo s not p.rgport1onDt& to tho popu1Dt1on 

ond tilo nunbar of oduco.t1onolly qualified poopla. r:e havo 
. fC 

nlroadt soen that. the JUstification o' A. Oo\*JOn for: appointing 

loss numbcw of uahavas in the polit.i. departaent t.·:ao that, 

1f too Cl€1ny Ezbavoe wero recruited tho tJ::>rk mtgh<t ba 

obstructed as they could not enter all plcJcos freely such 

as tanples, Drllhmin hou sse and tho like. 3 The Revenue 

J., J!&'tgkgt~r, 1!) JUly 1900 ( 32 t.U.dhunB:'l 1000 tl E) , Vol, II. 
No,3• P• • 

2. .LAA· si'\.. 
s • .f.F .. oegss»:nn eL .. i!J. F~ylaa .. tqnul~s Agnebl;t, 1913, p.J.63, 
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!J!bl t::.@ 1 

,h\m2S ef. fi!b!VfUi in oov..s:!l!n.ens ~&,sg atrins ,!2,A:4. 
I " f' I • sataJ:Y 

DopDrtm ent Total 

•• ,.~:0 i~i:.::iiEif~~~~ ::::: ::1~· . ' ....... 

Polico ... 1 1 2 3 - 7 

Exc:1so -· 11 • • - .. 12 

forost l 10 2 - - - 13 

Public \70rk o - - 2 1 ... - 3 

SducsUon - .\4 13 .. - - 27 

Reg! strt>t1on - ... 2 - - - 2 

Med.l.e~l - • l - .. - 1 

Judicial - 6 2 1 - - 9 

Rovenuo - - l l .. - 2 

Agr1eul tul'o • 2 - - - 1 3 

Postal - 2 - - - - 2 

Prison - 2 1 - .... • 3 

1 48 ~ 6 3 1 84 

Dt'JI)Drtmont boing a part of tho Devem"JJm Do;>artmont it r..un 

c loood to untouchables end non-Hindus. 2 knother problEm 

1111 . 

fDced by the eznavas t1Ds tho one that concerned with promotion 

chances. Thou pr-omotion chances v.:ore vary little. Thcroforo, 

Kt.muran AsEJn reqUested thD't 1nstsuct1ons be 1stuod to the 

hetlds of d~ortncnts to entertain qualified Ezhavos more 1n 
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t.no sorv1co and t.~lso to give thtit.l their legitimate promo

ti.on.l 

By thio time. tho _.osontmont. of tho Clu'istians and 

the r~uelims. beget\ to mould up agQ1nst tho cast.o pOJttiality 

of Government totNarda casto Hlnt;tus. Therefo.to, the Ezhf.Was 

utilizod this opportunity by joining togot.her with the t1o.o:o 

othor; depr1vod communitieG • Christians &nd t.1usl1m& - to 
l ; ' ; 

fight for theiZ .&"lghts and pr1v11egos. Theae disillualonod 
< - ) ., 

· and dop~lvod canmunities o.rganiaod under t.ne ctu:_1st1t'ln 

leadership and fomod a Leaguo fOJ: equal civic .righ's to 

ooi:te>'to for tho opening of all branches of the govornnent 

lf:GJ:Vieo to Ch~istian~h f•1Usl:lms ond non-caste Hindus and to 

put an end to untQuchob111ty. 2 This was the first collective 

moVG*lont after the U4layl)l1 UB'ilor1al by the diseppolnted 

middle claoo Gections of tho cnx-.S.stJ .. ans. tho MU$lim s and 

the Eahovao. The Civic flJ.gnt Leogue wDs primarily an expree

&1on of tho a eplration of tho middl.o cleoo Gi\erging f~om those 

e=aunitlos. The Leaguo azgued fo~ 26 lakhs of people dlo 

\7~0 denied tho civil 11bsty in thoU' ~.•tute. 3 Thoy pointed 

out tno C{)s"te HindU dcm1nance in Travancore Ad:n1n1str:otion. 

OUt of 4,000 Jobs in the cJ:Uc1al ravenuo departoont. m~e 
4 . -

than 3, 800 wero bold by ca st.o Hin~ s. On 20th r.1£ll"ch 1919 
._.d t .. 

1. J!tQ.CO..ISJ&D9ti of_ 1£11.:\y,!l fSR!llDJ AJ(§Gnl:fly, J.914t p,ll6. 

2. P.K.l<, f.1onon, ·Itt· Hi~ p~eg.r.iove;t.&g KsalJ! 
(lSBa-1936), Vo .!f, r ven • l • p.2 • 

3, Qg§ig .snr;J .CiSiiOOfihlPA .&n Irtvpnco~:g • Kottsya:n, 1919, p.3. 

4, P,K.K. tionon, ~~~t~, Vol. II, p,2G9. 
sao also, t!atJ J1knorsih .1.4 oeecmbor 1922. 



t40l"klng committee of tho Civic Right Loaguo VJ&G fomod t-Jith 

ur. John Chandy as the Presidont. 

on 5th April C~. ms.:nmoth meeting held at T1run&k.k4lJ."a 

.fUJ.daD 1n Kottayan 01etrict. undor the Chaim.anship of e. J. 

John to discuss ·the future progranme of tho Le~9uo. 1 This 

meeting quoetionod the oxelueion of Christirlns ond l:lusllm.s 

on the Qa$1s of -"Oligion and EahllVD& on ·tho ooole of canto. 

In 1920• on tho be sis of tho decision ·tokon at T1run£)ttkora 

meeting, r .• K. t.\Ddhovan lead a delegation to c;ubdit a 

menorendum to tho travan-coJ:'e Govorrmont to throw open all 

govor:ment departments to non-H1nclus and .A.'tB."fUJ~ But 

practically tho :~result of thle. cnemor~dLm t~EI& not satis

fac~ory. 3 Therefore. ono muo deputat.ion under E. J. John 

eub&itted another manorial to point out their v~ioun 

g.rt1ovDncos including the exclusion of th·e law a~id.t.ng Ezhovas, 

Christian& and Muslims frotll Revonuo 0GJH11'tlnont 0%1d Importal 

sorv1e e Brigade. 4 The agitatoz:o s t.hought. that tho separotlon 

of the Oova~t."'a:il from tho Revonuo Deport.;erit v:ould provide 

· botter opportunities to the DahavDe, the Chr1stians and tho 

uus11mo to get S.nto aovCX"nmont servleo. Though this \'tOG the 

largest depcrtmont. in Travancot:o Government 1t t~oe .opened 

------------·--·-----------

2. lbld.. seo al oo, 
K. lit ,No.~:ayanan, ".Zhr.l t. t<. r.~edhDvon,a s, ra:_o,f!t Goldf!~ 
JYbJJ.ge ~'{gnl£ • p.103. 

3. .[:ngltaP-«m«2£dAa. file No.53 of Pollticol Doportm ant 1919, 
.sm .. t: .. l· . 

4. &~st.. 



only 'to the atO!itPath. Thuefozo, septl;rat1on t~aG e mus\ to 

tho agitato~s to go\ bettor opportunities in Revenue (.)epurt

ment but 0;1 20th Fobl"uary 19J.9 0ol""Jcm ve;q clouly Gtctod in 

tho rnootJ.ng of tho sr1 Mul&.'11 Popular .t"ssc.mbly that the 

sepo.-ction of novonue fran oowa swam would noJ.th c bo doslr

Dble nor practicable undet: tho cll:cunotencoo. 1 On 1st tlarch 

1919 1<. c. r.1emotm klDppillD pi'Osented a menori41 to tho Dot-:on 

danend1ng that tho Revenue depar'hont should be cponod to 

rton-Hindus and untouchables. 2 Loaguo contir~uod fur the 

bifux-::ation .Of the oeve&wam DepDX"tmont from tho Revenue 

o·op~rtmont. A.o a rosult of thoir consistent nt.rugglo <the 

Govorrment cong't~:.tuted a eommltte.o consisting of Hindus Dnd 

non-H1ndua to rCJ)ort on tho fecsib111ty of sepuratJ.ng the 

OO\HlG\7'lm from Revenue DepDrtment. S on tho bas.i.o of the 

rcc~endDtion of th1a cun:nittoo t.:h1ch tUlG rft~PpOl.''\od by tho 

Uadrlls Govornor. Lord r.i1ll1n~on.4 tho Maharaja 1ssuod a 

proel~at1on known as the DoVD~~ Proclanation on l2~b 

llpr11 J.922 to bifurcate tho 0:3vu~ frcm tho Revonuo IJer.>nrt

Qen~ft dlicb onDblGd tho non-Hindus ~nd non-eosto Hindua to 

girt appo1n1:menta 1n tho ROvenuo oe;:H1J:"t.Jent. 6 

1. ££PFJUt4mlG gf tWi wYl!ta £gpu&D£ , [U\Pii!!?AY, 1919. 
2. P.t<.r- tlonon• SQ.Ci:$1 • Vol. II. p,204. 
3 •. Praeo coamuniquo on tho eovacr-:en Pl'ocla:notion of 1922. 

see, P,K.I(. r.1enon, oeaSU·• Vol.li, p.287. 
4, 1lli4. • p. 2\38, 

t; • .!lf'LV~~SHJaf\d II"t' Z<lct1oni. See also • .I!Ml&fo ll~2rSih 
Pllo· I\ • 3, Po t eDl OopDrtment 1919 • Collir ~ ora a 
o~rotariat • Tr 1 v endnlr.l. · 
P. ~ , Volayudhan,ittP. ~:).~$£~~ P• 198. 
P .. t ..... L .. t.lcnon, ..!Qa__!:..• o • , p.2UJ. 

6. K,.~.~ NIJz:ayon~n~_"Shr1 t.;t. f,\adhavan,a Aid, n.P. Oo!dsn 
Jub!~So sguvgo~, p.los. 
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though oligbt impzoven<mts hod tatum ploco on the 

question of govet"nnent job. it did not ss1ously effect 

tho eo ote Hindu pJredom1nance in the D«blnisuative field of 

Travoneo~o. In 1922 out of 4,.000 important jobs in the 

R<Wenuo Depcrtment more than 3,800 \"101'0 bold by casta H1ndus.1 

Th1s ac'lually f.nfuriatocl tlle loweJ: communJ.:t1es, OG!)et:l.ally 

the Eahavo& and the Chr1ot1~ns becauso omong the untouchables 

end non-Hinduo most. of tho educot.ed bolonged to theso two 
• I ' ' • ' 

com:nun1t1oe,· Bu't. Civic Iilgnt ·League fell into 1noctiv1ty 

ovon before achieving its aims Dnd ob.)oetivee. Theriifore, 

tho ~ N. O.P. Yogan und~ T.K. t.1adhavcm oryan1zed o Public 

sorvico Buroau .in its annual meeting which was hold ~t 

QU11on on 9 uey 1926 (27th t1edam llOl r.iE) \"Jith t.he trJin o1ms 

of collecting and publishing 1nfoXQat1on r~srdin9 tha 

reptoaonto\i.on of each caste end CCI'"'..:nunity in 'tho govozn:nont 

ee:rv1ce ond to prons for the repronontation of tho cendidatea 

belonging to tho Eahove c~unity in goverrrnent service. 2 

On 4th Augua'l 1926 (20th Kork.adolu::n 1101 r.H3) a mooting of the 

Public !:erv1co Bureau 1:1ao held ot L.l!l. s. li.oll, TrJ.vandJ:ul 

and aeltod tho Govorment to oD1'mork a mD jor percentage of new 

appointments to tho Ezi"'avaa 1n various deparbonts like 

educetion, pol1co etc. • and roquested the Govorrment at loost 

to appoint one Divisional Podlltar, ono Hazur secretory, one 

J.. [rlGl@Xp&a tianor_qm,p, l.4 oocenbor .\922. 

2. P. t~ tlodheven, .. q\)1 G~$1 , Vol. Il, P• 4a6. 
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Dlsttiet JUdgo otc., frQn tho Eahava conmun1ty. 1 DUring 

the vio!.t. of Sf.mon CCramiesion 1n 1926, c. v. l(unju~cmen. 

the then Genorlll SacrOtDJ:V of tho & N. D.P. Yogltil tubll1ttod 

a meno.1N.md\lm on 26 May 1928, in tdlkh bo on\51\0t'oted the 

VDriouo di.sab1Ut1on of the ezhDvca dUe to tho caoto dcn1na

Uon. As D .-esul't of thoso continuouc work Qf the s. N. u. P. 

Yogam the cond1t1one of tho Szbavas 1mprovod conoldersbly. 

r:e haV$ alz-ead)' seem. ths't in the beginning of lSSOa 

the E&havso ht~d no plaea 1n the lower ·~:ungs of \he acb1n1atra

tion. But by 19'31 tbe sc:me c:anmunity had produced 32 

Gazetted officer$. 2 In the sane tJBY out of 503 posts 

·curving a monthly salary of Rs • .l50 or more there wore five 

incumbents rlto belongod to tho Szhavo CQl;tnunity. This rms 

oo1nly duo to tho activitioo of the s. N. D.P. Yogam. In other 

wozods tho dED~nd of the EahovDs to get the privileges Dnd 
. ' 

fcc111ties enjoyGd by Christian convorte fl:'OQ other_ ean:nuni-

tioo t~Da changod in cour&G of 3.0 yeCll"s and now thQiz dcroond 

· t1lle to go\ equal Civic Righ'ta \~j-JJ.ch \13%'e enjoyed by Brahmins 

and ~oil's. 3 Though this acnievG:llont waa rflllarkable they bud 

not yet got a dlure 1n 'the odn1nistrat1on oo v:al'.ranted by the 

strength of thoU' popul.:..tion. TDblo 26 sh®a the oonopoly 

1. He~· pp.469•"'D. z.go olso. S?S!Bn• JanuDry-t.1oJ"Ch 19~ (t-1\llu.lrca 1';l.mba:a l.J.07 UE) • 
PP• 1~ • 

' ' 

2. Vi~~o<awa:n, Se;.>.· tenber-Novenber 1930 (ltann1 Thulam J.l06 UE), 
. Vol.~. Nos. 1 ond2, p.17. 

s. ~lta p.la. ~e alco, = j.l i£as.muJ!&, 16 O:tober 1929 • p.5. 
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of caste Hinduo OsrJGCially tho Nayars and Tall Brahmins 

and the poor conditions of other communities in 1932. 

I!!M.t:l&\1 
-Uonopoly of COate Hindus c:Jnd the Poo% cond1t.1ono 

. II "'·' ' • of Qlhs J'!WY!li&ieq &n 1ila f r I •• 

'cQDmun[iY Popu1aiion % to 'GO\il. ' ]oS I •sg i 1 , 0 
(total to,al (total populo• 

Jl ,_ -. I 1 5 .&.2.3 a217t , eosuj.e:\&9!! 29.aii7fU .• _ j .URn. •m•· ..... 

Naira 868,411 17.00 , J.0,5ffi ~U •• 94 
I 

Eahavaa 872.174 17.13 78? 3.86 . 
Chz-1 ntlon s J.,604,4'b 3l.f>1 3-,537 17.36 

f.luslime 3>3,274 6.94 436 2.14 

BJ."Dhmino 4~.040 o.aa 2t622 17.87 

other H1ndusl,Z1,S63 26.55 2.411 .11.83 

Toble 26 shows that the f't&."'Yots \11th the total populo• 

t1on of about 11 par eont hod hold {)bout 52 per cerit of tho 

totol oppo1ntmortts in tho stt:ite. In tho se;na v;ay tho 

Drcl1m1no \-:ith o. 83 por cent of the total populat~on occupied 

12,87 por ccn~ of the total appointments. At the srse t.ime 

all othor CQ:Imun1t1oo together with a population of about. 32 
. , 

por cent hc:ad held leon tht:n ~ poJ; cent of the total jobs in 

tho Goverttnc..'lt sorviee. Th1a was oxc:lusivo of m1UtaJ.Y Dnd 

Davee~ De;;>ortmcntc. The tliUt.ory had constituted entkoly' 

of r~or-c. Tho Dovuov~ r:ao stoffod oxcluc1voly by coste 

Hinciuo of ~lQ:ll tho laJ:go majority r.wo the Nayaro. 2 This 

1. lh9Jl9&.,t:m1 27 August 1932. 

2. l&D~fAQ~OX:i. 'hi -fJ:ogpn~ eoli!a&aJ f£R..blse. w.as ... p.27. 
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hegenony of caste Hindus espoe1ally of tho Nayars in the 

· trDvancoro bureoucrccy wae ono of tho important reasonn 

tJhleh persuoded tho Eahavac to join tho Chri;S'lions ond the 

t.\u ol:lm s to Ol'g&n1ao abstention movEment ogainst the 

Govell.'mont and tho .§i'Clm9 Hindu cmmunity 1n the bog1M1ng 

of 1930s. 

ID·G~ NiSA~!i!llJi 

Alongwlth ~ho attempt for edueotion&l cdVoncan~nt 

and tho improvenont of their condition in the gover.rment. 

oe.rvice, the s. N. o. P. Yogem coneentretod 'theh attention on 

economic p%0gresa of 'ho community by improving industrial 

actlvitiea. The Ezbova cemmunity was ono of the moat hard 
I 

working and 1ndliatr1ous secti.on among tho Keralit::=os. Tho 

Eahavaa hod no hoai,Bt.ion to take up llny \~k if it t."'as 

fo-..nd lucrative.l c. v. Kunjursaan sav s that the motto of 
' 

Elhavae was, **If you cDnnot find any otb~ job go tlnd stool 

sQnothJ.ng. Do not nit We. Those tr&lo live on othor• o 

char1~ t'!itbout dOing any ldnd of r.iOrk is u groat gentleman 

thief. a2 EVen though they fiud boen struggling hard to get 

into the GoVOJ:t'taent oe:rvico, they gonorally prGforred tile 

core profitoble occupotiono 11ko trade. co:n:nerce cmd 1ndUstiY. 1 

To a cortoin exton~ they .bad a contampt to\"JGI'ds low po1d 

goverrrcent jobs, and proflued moro p.rofitable cultivation 

J..· C. V. Kunjuranan, n Sanuhya PorishldtD:r"tm, it ( COCiill aefoxm) 
J!&,'!.,o~qr19.Xam, l5 NoVGJbe.- 1904 (30 Thul~ 1060 tlB) • Vol.t, 
No.4, p:64. · 

2. 1Q&d. 
•· .IM__d_L, .15 July 1900 (32 t.'ithuMm 1080 t.1B), Vol.2, No.3, p.r. 
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and indusur. According to than& 

Those t;ho l.":lllk wearing a ted c ep t.snd khakk1 un1fo= 
on a calary of Rs.6 bid farewell to this WDI"ld .in 
~ho end leaving behind some vd.vos and many children 
1n the r.i.ldernoos. Instead of thoso potty ot'ficos 
\"JO hevo to rospeet forefather$ dlo er:oDtod a new 
wo .. ". ld t¥ cl.ouing . a\,10y the f oz-o st and by cultivating 
vt¢91n land. In lieu of oplng tho pcmpos1ty of tho 
govcx-nnent Gnployoc. wo have to follorJ tho cap1tal1sts 
d\o sit and ra:1te bills ln the sh9P. 4nd tako tho 
monay of tho government Gilployoer.L •• • J . . 

though tho s.ahav.aa wero .. trad1~1onci~lly engaged 1n . ' 

various sortG of indU&t.¥"1es. 1~ modex-n two two. factoro 

influcmcod tho industxoial endoavaura of the EzbOVlls. Thoso 

trR fa.c;tozs wezo tho influenc.o. of sroo ~rayana Guru and tha 

rojocUon of ed\lcatod Eahcrvae .fran the government oervice. 

Though sroo Nu-ayana Guru did not putfor~d a n01.1 oeonanlc 

policy 'to klprove the lot of "~rking class section of cor.t:nunity 

\~O conati:tutod about '1:) per cent of tho total popUliltion of 

tho Uahovas. 2 hQ not only advised tho Ezhava pilgrim o to 

Slvogirl temple to organize. soochao on trode, industry end 

CfX'jb)GrCe but ol tti ci'l ekod l'leb paople to start industries to 

provldo jobs f~r the poor anct to. iMprove the oconc.m1c condl

tlon s of the people. He eolcb 

lf it ls difficult f~ ono m~n to tako all the 1nlt1ol 
oxpenoe to run o foct01Y thon a group of people should 
got together. f'acto.¥"1oo trJlJ.l provide jobe for people. 
Thero c.re so r.1uny tJays to~ Cl~k1ng pi"Ogl'G&s but ow: 
pooplo v-411 not follort~ than. r:e muo't munufac:ture goods 
from coconut fibre hero cur nelvos 1nstood of exporting 
than <Jnd t.heza J.Qp{Fting tho manufC:Jctured goods fran 
foro.t.en eountrieet 

"·~ 
2. SSS£9AL~su.Q&, 6 t1cy l920, p. 2. 

3 •. r.:urkothu ltumuran, agg N~:tkXPQf •• PYru ~--c:a..x, p.303. 
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He adVised peoplo to ocquuo different kinds of J.ndUatr1al 

uaining. 1 Ho oncouregod snall scalEJ 1ndustr1os. Ho had 

o"tH'tod .a t'Je&Ving indusUy in hin Ashl'an c:lt Vark.alat for 

1mpal"tin9 training to peoplo in $inning end ~eeving. 2 

N~oy4fto Guru himself was one of tho Directol's of Ualober 

Econcm1c U'tion star:ted 1n 19.1.4. 3 As o result of tho Ddvica 

of· their spirJ.tual leador• t'.roll to do Ezhavoo started. a 

number of fDctor1os texU·le mills. ee·ebotJ focto.rios ote. • 1n 

various ports of t<eralil. 4 .secondly the rigid ccote1em 

excluded tho edUcated Ezheva middlo class f~ govern:nent 

serv1eo. so thqy w~o generally pushed tottards snoll seale 

t~nd cottage 1ndU~'tr1os, trude and e~oreo, an l.lroa vt&1ch 

casta Hindus tE:ndod to avoid. 5 

nftor 'the for:mstion of tho s. N. D.P. Yogam 1n 1903, 

l't intendod to lmprovo thou tradi\1onal ond out of date 

methode and practices in industrial field by intJ:oducing 

J.oproved methods end modern tochnieal kno~1ow. t.ith this 

ideo in mind \\".'0 1natatJ:"1al exb1bit1ono woxo hold under the 

ilU$1COG of tho Yogom ono at Q.Ullon in 1900 and tho other 

st Ccnnonoro 1n 1907 along t:d.th tho annual coating of tho 

1. Jbid& 
2. c. l<.osavc:m. ,oa. cU, • p.p. 330-31. 

3, . .e&:1va:se fqgara o.f.~e PalpJh P'ilo No,l9, 

4, fA, S. k, aoo t tma c111- , p.l09, 

!). Robin Joff~, 12TG'Jple UntJ:y t.1oYGnont in Travoncoro,,. 
,.sgg1p,l,.ITS.l~!Jl!• tJarch 1976, p.9. 
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Yo;cm. Those oxh1b1t1ons t'Joro held for tho purpose of 

0 c:o:aparaUvo oveluot1on of products. .1 ks a ros.tlt of theao 

oxb1bit1ons an unprecodontod awakening took ploce in the 

Eahava <:0'1h"Dun1ty. 2 In J.9o6 (1081 ME) dUe 'to t.ho att<Spt of 

Palpu and sano other \.>Jealthy Ezhavae 0Trsvaneo~o t"ioov.lng 

Dnd Trading canpanyn \d th a capt 'tal of ono la.kh rupees wa o 

organ1aod. 3 In 1909 (1084 ME) ~th tho atm of providing 

f1f'l:lncial help to 5anava woavers and t.J:aders one. cooporat1vo 

of •r.eaving end trading ~esoeta:t1on•. was orgonlaed and 

regist~ed ~n J~avilllCox-e undes-. tne influence of the Yogam. 4 

1n l.910·U (1066 ME} C. Kl'ishnan. and, Cboahy VoidhyD~:· started 

the C411cut aank tA.tb a capital of Rs. eo,ooo. ~ In 1930 tho 

Ezhav~s of TrDvoncoro Qstabli~od anothor bank. The 

T.r~lVancoro Ezbova BMk., d.th o capital of rupeoa t\«> lakha 

to improve the econcrnlc condl:tion of tho Eznavao. 6 

In 1914, according to tho dac1nion of the s. f.J. D.P. 

Yogs in 'lto 11th Dnnual meeting, tJ canpc.ny by ncmo of 

r.1a1Dbar nconcmie union \':file stnrtod l"Jith tho f.l1m of improving 

tho 1nduetr1ol lntorest of tho EzhclVOS <ls \..:i3ll as to prOVide 

1. Vlvg~os!!XE:mt ~~prll•Juno 1900 (t1oda:n•Edavll:n 1084 ME), 
Voi. • I~o o. 1-2, P• 21. · 

2. C. t~oalVDil, J!Ras!it.t Vol.I, pp,401-.l.l. 

3 • .Y~q~odUX$Q• 
1
Ju.ne-AUguat 1906 (Ui:thuncm-t<o.rkka®ltam lOSl u:: • vor.a. f',.os.3-4. 

4. ~. "P&-11-June 1909 (ModWl•Edovam 1084 tHi), Vol.6, 
1~•2 t P• 2.1, 

~. ibid&• January~.~arc:h J91l (&.lak£lran-l<.umbm 1086 (.jf!}, p.264. 
sea oltO, t.ehutban, kt ,6£ld}nen,1 pp.11·76 end .244•15. 

6 • .YJ.vgttedia'mh Jonuozy•Pobruury 1930 (UaltDram uoo wE). 
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t.h<!J.Il onploymotrt opportun1"ti.os. 1 It ha a cl~eady · boen 

rnontioned thelt ~eo Narayana Gu~:u himself was ono of the 
' ' 

dll'oc:tors of this company and 1t was he 1-:ho inaugurated 

this Ccx.'lpony. 2 The capital of this company Wt.'ls rUpooe ono 

lckh. 3 Aftot his retizGn<tnt .in 1920, Palpu organ.lzod en 

S.ndustr1Dl raueoum at Trivanc;ktun foz the devolopment of 

cott(.lgo ond snall GCOle 1ndustrios. 4 

In 1920, a nunbor of industr1os t..roro owned by· the 

e.tlDva o. sano 1mportlmt lndU ets:o1es run b; tho ·S~havo s were 

the l.1&labQr Produces ona Industrials, t.\alayala \lyavssaye 
' ' 

Company, Qu11on Thanaraltkul(t;) Ot:tuecmpDny • l~lCllDbar nconall1C 

Union and KerDla Vyavasayo· canpeny. :). The s. N.. 14 Pt~ Yoge:n bad 

on intention to ~1ng all Blhava· ownod eompan1os under one 

mancganont es lktl\oc.i Slbava C<mpany under the eupervieion 

of N. Kuooron a a 1ts t\onog1ng Director. 6 But this attGDpt 

of 'tho Yogan d1d not matu1a11zo due to lock of int.eroot of 

tho concOX"n(td peoplf'l. · 

1. "~ 'flllH!fll r~· v~ f'lh ll!o.19. $00 cho, ~ v F~ 1\pil -~~~ Uedem-Sdava:n 1089 ClE), 
0 • , \lOe. J.-2. p.l!»9. 

2. £-r&xa,S.e ,filp9£s qf R£· fe&ruh File No,19,. 

3. Jbl~. 

4. JJ:t&s!J 1 File r:o,l7. 

5. t)sa&n ,l<o'!I.L~d1· 6 uoy 1920, P• 2. 

6. lhlrl· 
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though tbe s. N. D.P. Yogem did some consldoroblo r.ork 

fo:r tho indUstrial dovelopm.ont of the szhavc community, it 

did nothing to o.:ganS.zo end to 1mp:oovo tho conditions of 

the pMstlnts and tho tiOl'kers dlo constituted 'the majority 

of tbo eanmunity. The Yogam had toyed with tho 1doa of 
' 

o:rgan.1z1ng tho EzhavD labourers undor tho lead01'sh1p of 

I~ i'\yyappon. 1 but it did not arouso any enthus1asn omong the 

J.oaoo;r~ 



,Qt\fiSJH'C 

~ B€£W'l1 

India, during tho 19th and 20th conturios wltnoaaed 

sevoral aoeial and S"el1giou s reform movenent s. ;:, s rel1gioun 

ond social reforms \"JeJ:'o often inseparable phonanen& religious 

reformers also undertook social reform act1v1tiee. This 

simultaneous movenents for social and z-eligious refozm \'1&s 

mainly because of their boliof that unless rofoxms in the 

rol1g1ous sphere were. undertaken achievGnont in the social 

~hero might be l.ost. 1 Therefore, noarly all religious 

rafomers conu1butGd to the soc1al refolm·S ~lso. Raja Ri:m 

Mohun Roy, Ke$hub Chandra sen, O$bendranath Tagore, SD$1pilda 

sannor joe. Gopal Hc1~i Deshmukh. Ramakrishna Paramahant;O, 

Dayananda soraswat1. swami Vivekananda and sroe Narayana Guru 

woro woll known for thoir aoc:1al 4 s well as rolig1ou s rofo~.m 

&ctivitios.. Bnancipation of women, abolition of caste and 

tob~.~oa on soa voyogo, orudic;ation. of outdatod customs and 

practices. tcmporanco movanont etc., ~rJere tho important taoko 

undortal:en by tho reformers. 2 GonGl"ally almost all reformers 

gavo pr1or1 ty to local problEms. 

Tho initiative fo~ social rofo:rm t:~ctivities in 

Trovancoro r1aa stortod by Christian tJiscionl.l.r1es in tho boginA

ing of tho second half of tho 19th century. The abolition of 

1. v. HtJroakrichnn-aaeh.pryulu, ~iDl Rtform j.n 11ncJilFa ( 1848-
1919), unpul:l.l.ohod Ph. 0 tho s, Tur:ahorial Nairu Un1ves:-ntty • 
New OOlhi 1977, p.<52. 

2. For dGtDils see Olcrlae H. Heitn&dth, t:R~sttran N~tionalisn and 
J:liQdy Sqcia}, Baf2!l!h BOmboy, Oxford versity Preos, J9M. 
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... &lavery and tho permission to cover tho braost of the 
), --·-------

untouchable ~en were tho most remarkable achievGllents of 

tha Christian rninsionc>rios •. Apert from tho uctivitios of 

tho Christian missionaries. the fruits of wostern education 

helped the anarging mlddlo class to revolt against ~1g1d 

social conventions and outdated customs ~d pra~t1cos. 1 

. This shO\':IS t.h4t before $t'GG Narayana Guru and th.e s. N. a. P. 

Yogam. 'J;ravancoro society Was (lWf.ll'O of tho needs of sOcial 

rofozm. aut c.tll thes' awarone$a, inatoad of epread1ng ac~ong 

tho mD ssos t~as ro.strictod 'to the circle of ocrucated upp• 

clans soctions of the soclety. This was mainly boeDuao tho 

activ1t1eo of these ~:ofomel's 1.voro confined to o few 

individUals, t'.ho gave ox.,ression to the1r vi ems in their 

genoral Dnd occasional rJriti.ngs. ~eoches and activities. 

By this timo sree Nsrayona GuZ'U appeared in the Dl:'ena 

of soc1o-rol1g1oua refoxm movenent bV cosecratlng o Shiva 

Lingo at "'X"UVippurco in 1888, After this consecration sroo 

Noroyana Guru corned· tho roputDtion of a greot 1n~1r1ng 

teacher 1:.bo strove to create an swarenooe and social conselous

noos CI:lon9 both tho unlettered mosoae ue vmll os tho edUcated. 

Tho social ond roligious rofoxm idc.Nls of sree. Nai"<Jydno Guru 

itlbibed ull tho p~ogrossive tendencies \".hich had already 

appeared on Indiun ~oc1ety in the 19th .conturr. Gree Narayana 

1. The firo't movanent for tho amelioration of social evils· in 
Truvancore ~as sta~od by C.Kriehna P1llai ond Thanu P1llo1. 
t.\"JO collego educ"ted Nalrs. C. v. KunjurG:ncn Dnd othor 
hotorodox youth foll.O\)Od tho c:eUvitios of Ur. Kri~ Plllai 
and Thanu P1lla1. soo, 
C.l<oaavtm, $1f!.c~t •.• Vol. I. pp.126-7, 
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Guru was not a product of Western culture and civilization. 

Tbo t~estern ideas l)nd thought hud not tho sl.lghtost 

influence 1n dlak1ng Narayana Guru what he \7as. He did not 

kn0\11 Engl.i sb at all 11ke oay~nanda sara eweti. 1 Ho wa e 

1nfluencod ne1th01" bV Bengal.t. noz UabarD$htrD z:ofot:mors and 

'the interest in ;ref om wan his own. 2 sree Nerayena \"4Bs much 

close%' ln incpuation. ch~r~ter ,and metu;~ge to tho traditio

nal saints of pre-modern pel'lod than to any religious louders 

of the modern v1estern1sed refo:rm movCii'Donts. But his aetive 

psrtlcipat.ion in the socio-religious movenent in KeralD by 

tho ond of 19th century and in the beginning of tbo 20th 

century gave h.S.O the hslo of £1 modern Indian rofotmer rather 
. . 

than a t.:oditionul Hindu sanyasJ.. 

Apart from sroo NDzooyana Guru, tho woetorn edUcDtad 

Bahavoe vJlo wore aw<.lre of tho social rofo~m movsnent ond for 

~*tcm advoncGilent of thou cas\o implied acbp,ion of modes"n 

soc:1c1 idoaln1 took very ltoen J.nteJ'eo\ 1n social l"ofoJ:C! 

acti.viUoe. They could no longer tolor&te irrational and 

dohumdn1Ging tOC1al. practices. The educiJted section tlaich 

ropreoonted the s. N. Ut P. Yogam undor SToe Norayono Guru 

n'utod c s'rong movenont ftn: saciel rofozm 1n Karole. Tho 

acatt.ued and 1ndividulll ideas of OSJ:'ly refomera ware \'#JVen 

1. Though I>~oncncta ~es.watl l1.'tls ignorant about Blgl1eh 
longuago, western culturo dOd c1v111aat1on, his ethical 
idOile, tJ6YS Heimsoth, \.t:Oro derived to scmo extent at last 
frOD Eng11 ttl oducated refoxmers 1:.1'1«1 ha mot in Banbi-ly Dnd 
Bengal. 
HoklsOth, SR• e&'1 t p. 123, 

2. ~ts filr Ds l<cr..tlD wos concorned the activitloa of Bl'iihmo 
_ soznoj, ProrthDna sa:na h Rqtasanoj etc. t had hardly 
influenced tho peoplo and its reformer.s. 
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into on organised effol"t on wstematie lines by sree Narayana 

Guru and the s. N. o. P. Yoglitll. St:eo Nor&yana Guru and the 

s. u. D.P. Yogem g4ve priority to local problttts. r.b11o tho 

enane1pilt1on of t\'Ol'nen was tho stepping stone of social reform 

mov~ont all over India• sroo NaJ;Gyo.w Guru and the s. N. D.P. 

Yogem took up .issuos rta1c:h seriously affocted tho aahavas and 
' . 

other untouenablen. 1 Tho agGOdO of their soc1~l chongo ~1aro, 

l. Though Nar£1Yana Guru Dnd . t.he. s. N. D. P. Y ogam wet' e not i)ga1n at 
tho cmancipe~tton of wanon and utonsion of equal rights to 
thGm,. ho Old not give a p1votal,place to this subject is 
rnalnli bee au eo of. t\'¥0 reasons. ( l) Tho GOCial and econcmlc 
posi-t · Qn of Kerala wom.on weJ:e c:omparat1voly · bett• \han thut 
of tnoir countorputo J.n other pcana of Indi.D. · Thia better 
pooition of Keralo w:Jmon ·was duo to the praetico of maul-
11th1Dl low of inhoritanc~ In l<QJ:'c;llB majority of Hindus ond 
o section of MUslims riG'& ~ollowers of met~111ny. According 
to mDtrilineol law of inheritance, tbo l'JQI)Oft bed the r1ght 

· to inherit proporty end did t.hoy. enjoy a:ight to select nnd 
tel'lllinl)to their husbands under the pravc111ng !11 stan of 
S§:mi;!lQ. dbC;& The. fCi')1m,n Procloaation law and tho subsequent 
I&iid reloms 1n fiavancore• the gov.-nment. faS~ lands as 
prtvote borit<lble, saleable and oth~ae tran"G"f'irable. 
This made partition of fatiJ.*,lios possible and 'thuo ·the conuol 
of land by KQz;aoaatt Wils eonGidorobly curtailed. this 
1ncrot:ased tho rl9ht of wanon _to gat their pf:'opert1eo portl
tJ.onod. Th~oforea 1n K.orale, under metr111ney • oe;; j01:'1ty of 
tJ<Xaon \"Jore both econanlcally ond oocially independent. iit 
tho soe timo othor parts of India \'li'Qnen Y--ore econanic:ally 
end oocielly dependod on men. This bettor condition of 

· v~en cauootl 'ir'oe · Ncu:ayano Guru to tllko ll subordinate intoroot 
to tho aetivl~ios for the ,ancnc1pat1on of wan en. ke ma 30J:1ty 
of tho Ezhilvao t;ero .also tho followers of mutr111ney. the 
s. N. n. P. Yogan ~1 so turned their attention to othex' more 
grllve conditions of the tommunity. (2) The soc1Gl .and 
oconCXilic condition of uppo.J:' cooto t.'QZ.len was rJOrae thon thet 
of untouch<JUlo ~~en (for getting o dotoilod account at»ut 
the putnet.ic: condition of fko~odiri ~on in lterDl'-', soa 
the Drticle, ttnnthar jantlgaludilyu:n Kuttiltaludoyun ,.,nnathe 
sth1th1,n by Shi.iVDdOsr.tn Chattatt1r1poctu, f;\&Sa!Dd!• June J916, 
PP• J.2-l5. see also, 
v. T. · Bbattatbil:ipud, _.;"",_,.~:k~k~D~~I:.:=I~~~~~~~~ 
ltozhikodQ, 19{)7; a , ottayan, 9 • 
At t•lo scmo t.imo GltJ Jor ty o w:,mon fraa untouchables and lotJ 
caste c<milun1t1oo ~•oro f1old lubourero and eurned monoy olono 
\'4th man, thGY enjoyed rolat.ivoly great~ frs3dan of mov<Jnent 
end in sano t:or:pect o bette s~atus 1n tho fctJily than the 
upper eloss ra:men. t:Jlon social rofomors frco ell ovor 
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propcga'ting the .importance of bOJDogeniqr withi.n the ca sto, 

el'4ldieat1on of out dated and .expensive custane and pract.1ces 

li.k.e '&sY.lsaA~:JlDprq, Ihk9fiQlkYb&• 2Y!1lf:Hd! G'tc,., c;me11orat1on 

of soelal evils l.J.k$ eonGUmpt1on of liquor, ehenges 1n the 

latt.~ of inhoritence from matr111ney '\:o pat:r:1l1ney Dnd abolition 

of caetoisa ond untouchob111ty. 

sroe NDrayane Guru and tho, s N.OtP. YogGm d1d thcdr 

best to encowago homogen1ty l.'llith1n the casto. H~mony 

bot\1oen tho vu1oua sub-castes tvDs lin important fact.or fo~ 

· 9etting tho support of tho conmun1ty es a ~ole. Thorofore, 

thay decided to breek the bt.t;-:r:iors of eaetelsn \:Jith1n the 

Eahavc coc1ety to unite then. 1>\'t that 't1mo the E&havaa wore 

obseJ:ving untouchability and unopprobehab111ty to~~ards the 

various sub-castes anon~ tna in the same way as thfiY than

selves were t:r:eoted by the ,I§VB£!l1P. tho ~rst f ooture of 

all \""JOe that thGl'e was untouchob1l.t.ty oven between the Ezbuvae 

and tho Thiyyoe. tho ElbOvo fan111os of upper class and 

h1ghor stQtt.te hod no social rol<Jtion t.-with the reot. 

Indio tl:iQd to improve the conditions of 'w:ldoq, vbol1tion 
of inf ont man loge and purdho ate. • \"llre mainly related to 
the uppor caste HindUs. see, 
( l·loim sath t 92· iifa t ~· 248. ) 
Thorafore, Gt:JC D roformera frco untouchable eo:Jounity and 
social rofol'm organization of low caste eaamunitlos d1d not 
toke it oo o serious problES. Being a refomer from un-

. touchable conmun1ti Nar~ana Guru and the s. N. o. P. Yogao 
bolng en organizat on of tho Ezh#voo. in lieu of taking 
this proble:l mainly concerned with uppor caste Hindus, they 
concentratod thou attention on other severe problane of 
untouchables ~epoeiDlly tho Gahavo o. 
v. T. Dht9ttat:•.l.ripad and E.tl. u. Nsobood1~:1pad \VC%9 the 
ch~p1ona of enonc1pgtion of ~on and thoy took act~ve 
part to emanc1pDto upper caoto uanen eepec1olly Numbood1r1 
wcr.'!Gn frcm thoir mioorable plights. 
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Tho s, N. D.P. Yogs. fkat of all tried \o bring o11· 

tho Gahavas or Thiyyl.ls. ur!thout any d1ecrim1nut1on of inforio~ 

suP eri® stot.u flt undOS" on a :roof_. · Tho ideo s of ·bn1 tv t"SCto 

epzoead in initial fltDges through lecturos. vornaeulor pross, 

loeol con1na~o c:md dJ. $CUs$lons. Tho s. N. 0. P. Yogm1 on tbo 

one hand did thou bost to publlc1se tho ctUrnon gr-ievances of 

~ho Eahova co.rmnunity tu 'tho rn&os•s (>nd on tho ctheJ> Gnphoslaad 

tho 1mportonco of un1f'y1ng of tho eOJtn.untty to redross tbeiz' 

'3J'iOV8ftCOS. $rOO Narayan£ Gutu V'JaS thO chortpion Of tboJJr 

crunade against cllcte feeling. He co1led Up:Jn pGOplo to 

doatroy c&ato. end to become soc1ol1y -ono. 1 ln a mots$4ge gtvon 
·. 

to all Koralo Conforoneo of the s.ahodhe:oa sengsn - tho 

B:r-otherhood Aseoc1Dtion of ~1 K. Ayyappan • -.-.h1eb rm a hold 
' ot Alw;Jye in .1921, Swfmli &skod, u\:~ateve.r be tho .religion, 

customs, language etc. • of men, s!.neo thea easto is the sD=lO 

the%'e is no hDam in intor-raarriege and 1ntc.t•d1nn1n9. •2 - PoB 

cz-oating e1 feolin9 of onanGss amon~ tho Eahoviia, the s. N. D.P. 

Yogo had docided to adopt s cOOt;lon nDmo in 11cu of c11~f ercnt 

nanos 11ke tho Eahovaa, tho Tbiyyao. tho Chovcno etc. Thore

fot:o, in 1923, at tho 20tll annual cooting of tho Yogao o 

reeoluUon t-.'i.IG paasod to uso the naoo Thlyya for all sectiono 

of tho I:ahCVcla in Koralo and &sf.-ted the goverment not to 

mention tho nemo Eahovo Dnd t:ttqUoatod tho use of tho ncme 

.&.. Sao, lh$l.Ji,gr .. a_u l)q~n,u£1!., 2 Juno .1921, p.2. 

2 • .lb1rls.• 2 Juno 1921, p.2. 



thJ.yyas in all government recorda and docuncnte. 1 thlo 

idee of ocSopting tho namo Thiyyao ws dUe to various rcucons. 

The caste stratification in thO' £2havo coomunity riDS against 

tho lc::go intetctl't of tho community. The varioue GUbetl stos 

objoetod any sort of un.clotsta.ndlng or unity song the mo:nboro 

of the community .as o dlole.2 To build up a unitod ffJrce of 

tho como unity by di esolving the strb<a t~teo and 1dcnti:fy:\ng 

than salves with othex- sections of tho canr.1unity tn tho .rung 

tho lesSders of tne QOVtment thought of changing tho title of 

'\heir eammun'itt it sol f. Th.:it wos tiny tbie idoo ·found 

oxproac1on at tho 20tb annual mOQting of tho Yogo to dchJpt. 

tho nt.:Ja• Thiyya in lieu of •.Ezbava.' t.eccndl.y, a groou, of 

nmavao bol1ovod that Ceylon w:::to their original hgno CJnd tho 

EahDvao lwd ci~lltod ft<m CG;'lon, l".hieh '-"liHl otherwise called 

Bah~::.l'D. 3 This th«>JY of Coyloneeo origin. r;oa not paliltable 

to so:ae leadore 11tta C. v. Kunju:rooon. 4 t-Jlo r..:untod to ootoblich 

. thot thay \":ero tho obDrig1nos of t<ozolo. They naturally 

d1Gllkod to bo callod oo Eahava~. dorived fran tho w';>J'd 

'S.~DD·. Finally, to tho pro.cnan9ers the ncmo ThJ.yyoa 

Gi)poolod to be o more suitable alternilt1ve, o!nco tho 'illiyyaa 

of Ualabar occu,!od importnnt positions 1n tho govornnent 

1. ~. 24 r.~ey 1923. p.3. 
~ony of tho Eahovas d1d not 11ko this chango end thoy 
pxctosted ogDinot it. sao, 
!S,er.ul .. a Kaseudi, 14 Juno 1923, p.l. 

a. K.ll. ~chutan, &aii£1tlJ!!2D (t:lc.tluyolt!m), Diogrllphy, Kottaycnt 
.1971, p.4a. 

3. r.»:. Pclpu r:!.lo tho prcm1nent anon9 than. f!or det.:..~ilo aoo 
Chapter II. 

4 • .!P.&s!.,, for datails. 
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, 
setVie~ ond ~aro camparotivoly econamtcally well off than 

tho Sahavas of COch1n ond Travaneoro. Bu,. th1s attempt to 

cdopt the name Thiyya s did not matorialise dUe to 'tht 

opposition of a section of _tho. Eabavas in Travanco:ro. 1 EVen 

1f the s.N. D.P. Yoga:n Wed its best fo~ unity within the 
~ 

EahuV4&t thov could not up~oot 'tho C4at& feelings among its 

own follo\"'ing. Tba sad expu1ence of e person like KU'QC;l,ran 

A san, Jt.ho was not. only a gteat poet. of modern Keralo but also 

tho General seer ataxy of the s. N. e, P. Yogo~n for more than 16 

yG&rs sJ.nco its eetablishlnent, of being subjected to hun111at-

1ng treatment by some of the monbel's of hie eanmunity belong

ing to to sub-eaatea, c:on!.dderod superior- to tho one to r.hich 

ho bQlonged, i& GUff1eient to 1nd1eato that 'the s N.D. P. Yoga:l 

could not bring about harmony among tho su.b-ca'st'ee. 2 Though 

the s. N.D. P. di.d not succeed in eradica'ti.ng tho sec tar ion 

fooling anong the Ezhovas os a ¥-esult of theit activit1os the 

J.. 'VDlf! l)alQWdi, J.4 June. 1923, p.l.. 

2. Ku:ua&"an Ason and Cbev.rukattu P~U. Kunchu santtoron Vaidhyar 
r;ere very clooo frionde frCltl the time of their bovhood. 
The oiltt1cge of tho lottet' s elds daughtor was c:elebJ:ated 
\11th very grundeu~ in .1919. Asan r;oo clao invited for the 
marriogo. The bJ:id~oorn \We rich college educated boy 
hailing frQ:l Ko1kkara the native place of Kuna.ren Asan. 
On tho d6Y of marriage vilen AsGn reochod on the goto of hi o 
fzo1ood' a house, latter epptoachod Ae4n nnd Vfll:'/ oadly · · 
1nfoxmed that if he ~as pan1c1pating the cerrlD9e, tho 
br1~oCXil end hin pany \'iOUld loave the plDee before 
oanicge. Tbe reason for this threat \"JuG thDt tho brld.
groo=n and hle party wero belonged. to the \li>PE.lr caGte 
section of tho Uzltavua, they v~uld not 1nterdine \·Jith 
t<u:noren Asan, t".bo belonged to o low ccste section of the 
nz!luVDo. Standing outside tho gate Asen conveyed his 
blessings and \·,J. e)1es and left the place. soe, 
tt. curen~an1 ~~;,;ran, ~~*n (Literary Dlog:tcplly) • t<ottuvan 
( 3rd od1tion1 .I PP• 3-4. 
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TtavMeoro Ezbavas rocoJ'do<l th«nsolV&$ ao o singlo ca&to 

for: the 1931 census as ogo1nst 22. sub-divisions in 1891.1 

As tegeJ'ds social advenca;ent, tho Yogan did not roeogniao 

tho c.iiffconeee of sect or class within tho ecm:nun1ty. 2 

sroo Narayana Guru and tho Yogom tux-nad tboi¥' rofom 

cct~v1tios for: ~~eliorat1ng iho primitive form of worship .. 

animal sacrifice. WOJ:ship with the offering of blood of cocks 

and toddy and signing of obscone song~ The r:oligious rJOrship 

of the EzhBVi>G wvs a mixture of traditional Hinduisn \'Vith 

anlmicn and over:y otho.r kind of primitive ideas. 3 The Ezbavos 

boing tho non-caste Hindust thoy were forbidden to tOI:'sbip tho 
...u 

hJ.ghor Goda end Goddes~ of sanokrit trod1ti.on 11ko Vishnu,. 

Sh1va otc. They bad o~ly tho right 'to ,,..,rohip God& end 
.> 

Godde&sos of lesser rlltatus l.1ko Pgyco11. 1c:aanco11, ttutt1-

chhathan, Shodala:nad~. Bttoothathiln, .L'1arl tm:non, Vonkara:nodOn, 

Bhcdl"at:oll otc:. 4 Tho doity they t;OJ:shipped usually \1il8 

Ohedrokal1, o fenolo denon deec.ribad as e miXture of mischief 

end cruelty. Bloody c;Dcrifices ilnd offoringu and dov11-

donc1nu t::aro tho osoentiol ita:no of the ecr<Oonios of the da-non 

1 • • f!P oflnd1a A24:&, Travancoro, Part 1, trivondrurn, 
• P• 91. . 

· 2. f'YJ!kO$!Dx_~, f\i)ril•J'una 1909 (Uedam fidavtlm 1084 r~1E) t 
~oo. 1 & • p,22. 

3. K, P. Pl.lcbunDbhcJ t~\onon, QQ1 GUt , Vol. III, p.442, 

p.l94. 
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worehippo.ts. tho sane wa.y, tho t<odugnollur Bhcgavat1 ~s 

o vorv populal' deity a:nong tho Ballavoo. Por pleaoing thio 

Goddons t.hQY uoed to oi,ng obscona songe1 Dnd t'Q.t'e.hippod 

with the offerings of fowl sacrifice callod iolb&~sttu. 

~'ctuall:y oducotod Eatu1vas d1d not like these sons of un

cultliJ:<od ptactleos. In '\he f.tza't annual anoeUng of the 

Yogc:m Palpu eo1d, 0 ~1\atove~" be the prot;?ority of o society 

in o'thez walks of 11f o, if 1t is prcct.tcod with cruel ond 

dishonest eppe<ll end civility no dOUbt' tbcrt it in vas:y 

wiel,od and ignorant. •2 $reo Nareyana Gui'U not only 

consocratod tha Gods of Upper caste Hindus 1n the Szhava 

P-cnthoon but el so zcmovod old evil dol ties fl'om tho Ezhova 

temple e. In 1915 tho Sr~aal removed tho ovtl do1tios like· 

Y&l!shl, t.\adtlnpo~. Bhoothathan, ChodolcatadDn, Eah()ltath1 

Poodl:m. Uallskc::n l(o11 Poock:n, Karuppan, Erulen etc. • frctl 

t.ho Kottottu Aru:nulthon ·Pllluyar Ko11 ond tho to:nples in tho 
I 

nearby st.-oots. 3 · The ~1 not only ranoved these deities 

f!:'co the Ezhovo tenpleo but ol so dic;co~:dod then fro:a the 

Uzh~vo hou see. kt that 'time, most of tho well to dO Szhava 

houoon had their 0\"31 taaples in cl'11ch they inotolled eVil 

1. LU.:ing t11o time of l(odUganll.ur eherilnl, the pilgrims frco 
all over ltarcla CJI'o eo!ng to the tuaploe. one th.ell" wFJy 
thcrJ aing iJlar~ni ~~S:tYe ( songe). Tho peeullcrity of 
theoo conga io tho tileso vorsoo centred rouncl thuao of 
tJ-.llo end f <salo sex organa, copultltion and Oi.l aturbution. 
even nOfJ thio GYst<ld io boing continued.. , 

2. lJJ!g~o.rJ.e'Yam• .15 July 1904 (32 L11thuno:n J.O"JJ E;1B) ,Vol. I, 
~~.2. 

3. Ywonty ono doitioo t"~r.a t~uo re:noved •. soo, 
~tsgst§X~. Janu~rv J9l5 (r.1alt.ors 1090 LlS), Vol. zx. 
~. o, p.~. 
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deities like Chathan, Chamundi, Kandaran, Madan etc. 1 SNami 

rGnoved these deities frtn· the Bzhava houses. 2 Yet these 

sorts of practices continued in the soci.ety. Therefore, the 

Yogam issued a not.ice and distributed it anong the Ezhavas 

for stopping the worship of evil deities and antmal sacrifices. 

The 12th annual meeting of the Yogam 'Which was held at 

Trivandrum in May l9J.o, passed a resolution to discard these 

forms of primitive worship and roquested the Government io 

issue order to stop animcl sacrifices v.hich was practiced in 

c~rtain tEmples in Travancore. 3 There were also other 

individuals and associations fighting these practices. 

Praninent among then were h. Ayyappan and Harippad Madhavan 

who founded sahodhara sangam and ~ee Narayana Karunavilasini 

Yogam r e t:P eet iv ely cam-e ift'b-o sahodharan Ayyappan 

sevet·ely attacked the practice of obseene songs and offerings 

of fowl sacrifices in the KodUngallur Tanple. The same way 

Harippadu Madhavan did his best to stop the singing of obscene 

songs and animal sacrifices in the Kolattupuzha Bhaga~ati 

tenple at Karunga;>pally. 4 

1. Pazhambally "'chuthan, •Gwuvinte Kaxmapapadhathy, 0 

s. N.,p.p, Xogam Plotinun ,Jybj.lee Sguvgnir, 1978, p.o7. 

2. 

3. V~vekp.s)axamt. April-May 1915 (Medam 1090 ME) t Vol.XII, 
No.I, p.2l. 
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As o conseqUence of these :roligioua refoJ:m act1v1tioa 

of N£lrayona Guru and tho Yogan, <tho ~avos Glovlly begon to 

give up theil: traditional sy &ton of worship. Then they 

staned tho tvOrshlp of Sh.1va, a.=-anDnya and GanapathYJ cost 

of tho Ezhavan lator becitne tho \'\Orshippere of Sl1va. 1 

"ccording to Pactnanabha Uenon, "thay D~e more. so1v1to th~m 

voishn0vo1te . but thcrt dOt~Ttot eschGw the worship of V1Gbnu 

altogethor. u2 The pDoslon for \".orship of Shiva might hOve 
' ' • ' ' ' ' ' I ' 

boon indUced by the be11of that Shiva 1& a God of Dravidian 

· origin ~nd tho lack of interest. to Vishnu &Jnd Brahmo might 

have bean dUe to the11' belief that those Gods VJ~.o the p¥"o®ct 

of nrycni sat.ion J.n IndS.o. PrQU 1888 to 1927 Shroo Nal'aya.na 

Guru consecrated 64 teuples all over Kerala. · The so tenples 

wore not only pa~allel to the tenples of the CD ste Hindu a 

but el so •1stod as a ehall~go to tho Brctmln hegemony 1n 

Kcrcl.o. Tho priests of these tonplos vo~ore eeloctod frcm the 

communlty ond ~EP/ were genarDl.ly ~nown "s Ezbavott.J.. 3 

Tho othe~ 1mportDnt VJOZ'k of the Yogt:n a1on9 vJith 1ts 

religious rofom act1v1t1os r;ae 1ts erusDde to l1borilte the 

unlottorod untouehabloe fre:n tho grip of superot1t1ous cuetane 

1. L,i<. t\nantha t<rianna Iyyer, .sm.cJ.:t., Vol. I, p.310. 

2. K. P. liadnanabho uenon, QR• s;.\$,, Vol. I, p.443. 

3, Eahavot'ti t"~S lJ nub-caste mich functioned both DG b.lrbers 
und p~ioots of the Eznavoe. see, 
~eqsy~f tnctAa d-2.01. truvuncore Report, p.280. 
~ecor~o ~. ~. Ayyappant Eahav~tt1 functioned in the 
c:apcci.ty of qutJsi-Pzo1est& at ull important r1toa in connec
tion ~tb birth initiation and death. see, 
1-\yyoppan, ,l£gvag ""2 CUltH:Ei.-CO.ang!h UDdras Govern:aont 
Uusou:a Bulletin. 1.9 3, p.~B. 



1162 : 

and, practieee. Tho Yogs.n w1tn the help and support of the 

Guru sought to oifect a soetal chango aimed st the eradica

tion of senseless ond rn.oaningless social cuotans end 

prDctlc&e 11ko 1bol1lUtUH tSeJxans. IllktoeulSuA& Dnd EuliJsu&Ut 
and the introdUCtion of a new rH sta of menlage among the 

Eahavaee By this time almost. all ma~:u:nakltotnay.cc or mans... 

11noa1 CQftnlunit1ea .t.n KQJ:"ala celebrated the above mentioned 

C:U$t<:ms in Bll pcmp to shOW off tho .. status of tholl' TbOrll'fild&a, 
. . 

Though tho educated NilyaJ: m1c$lle cla ee bad etaJ:ted a eampa1gn 
' 

against tUC-h pr~c'tices in their cQnmun1ty Dnd the heterodox 
' 0 0 

Szhova yout.hs like c. v. Kunjuraman and others got ineplJ!'()tJ.on 

fl'Qll ihen,l lt held not found enthusiastic rer;ponse ~ong tho 

Sahovos. It will$ wS:th t.he initiative takon by t&tr4lyena Guru 

4lnd tho Yogam tlnd the eMhustosn of c. v. Kunjure::non thio 

covanent soon found a new v1tillity and strength. 

It woe customary to p.-fozm tho Ibu~1bettu Kauongn 

for girls even ilafo~e thctf attained puberty. Xt r;as considered 

a dishonour to the f~Jm111os. if a girl were to ~ttoin puborty 

bofore the $1l!!l&IS9'&SY t;,a&yD!l§lP~ Jo\cco:rd1ng to the f llmOUs 

jurist t. Muthuswamy hJ.yy~r, •As a religious cerOllony the 

.ls.fSty Jsal1.anom 1s intended to givo the gl.rl D marriageable 

otatus!'3 The eerenony wao as followss GenGI"Dlly oll ~ls 

1. C.. itoetivan, op. c1!.1 , Vol. I., pp .• l26....S. 

2. P. I'- Gopalultr1 thnan 1 "EahllVllr, n ,IS;pr~lo .Qlu;it&:SJh VoJ .• l, 
p.9&a. . 

3. Quotod in 'ensut gf, Inpi.a, TrDvencore, 1901, Part I, p.32B. 
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belOw tho age of 12 ln a .Il!a!ava,g (joint fl.mily) with 

various lhgvazh&fi (lineages) wore seatod from south to 

no.t'thl 1n decorated .fanta&. Elther a single boy or group 

of boys were then brought to thG placo 1n a procooslon 

who wnuld t1o the ltlali (ebaie) round thoil" necks as in 

~>Gal metrriage. Tho br1~oom s wore escorted to the 

gizls• houses either on an elEPhant or on a hor13e accord

ing to the statue and dignity of the families. 2 This 

ceremony usually lasted four .diJYs. At tho -ond of· the 

four day festivities, the bridegrocm should surrende~ his 

corenon1a1 re>bos and deport after obtaining hi.s f1xod foo . 3 

Theso boys, bowovor, hod no marital right over theiJ:' young 

brldeo. 4 In sane placea, there was a custan to tear u;» 

o cloth, called tho kaehchu, on the fourth day of the 

corsnony • as a srmbol thot the m&rr1age had been d1ss01ved. 5 

1. The sitting O%'rangenent frcm sotith to north ~e en indica
tion of the status of the glrls. Those v.ho were havi~ 
lese atetua ( econcm1e) in the fanlly would be aoatod in 
tho North. 
~bjlSSU!QX~• 15 Novonber 1900 (30 Thulos, lOBO t.1E), Vol. I, 

•o. • Pi'• ~74. 

2. Lo.s. sit. 

3. « e a .rulo, the person who tied the .$J?.U was paid D GDull 
sua, generally 25 TrDvancore tonaro equal to Rs.3.50 
togother with expenses incurred by him 1n connection \-4th 
t.ho corEmony. 
Cfil"liYi pf. InQla, Travancoro 1901, Report,, p.2SO. 

4. 1b1g. f pp.4ll•3. 

G. lJaid.., p.32a. 
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The lbi£YD4Wky)J, was 'the ~orson1al bath porfozmod 

~fter a girl had at.tainod her f1J:ot monetruat.1on. This 

t»Cpensive ceremony also lasting for four doys ending s.n e 

proceselon loading the g!x'l to c tank or rivv for bath. 

The roal marrl~ge generally l(nown ao nra~ngalam• or •kalyonam• 

l"Jas .mother eustan ttil1cb was sought to be eh'lngod by l®rDyana 

Guru and the Vogan. 1-.t that t.1me the consent of e1th~ tho 

boy or the girlsw&s no'\. nt)Cessart for thei%' ~rri<lge, the 

docieion of the £aran0va,n being binding• .Q.lring tho time of 
' _.,;.: 

mar~:1age even tho presence of the brideg.room ~8 not nocesGOJY 

and in l.t.eu of t.bo bridegroom his sist.er would give the bride 

~lothsl and then bl"1de we s taken to her hu sband• s hou ee. 2 

The 0 gift of clotha ~s UsUallY to be presented 1n dark rocms 

of the hou so end 1n this darknoos. it 1 s GDid th~t the 

J.mpersoMtion t~as verv c.crnmon and \1Cong girls waro given the 

gaments. i\notb~ feature of their marriage t-:as thot tho 

exio'tenco of po11g~y e1nd polyandry. Tha practice of t\10 or 

moro brothers of "ho f•11y marrying ono women was very common 

ln control Travoncoro, nonhun aide of the COchin state ond 

so:ne ports of t~\alobll~:. 3 

ti.nother prevalent eusto:o woe the £ul1kyf!! Vib1ch v.raa 

p erfoi'Cled in the seventh montb of the fir at pregnancy of a 

1. u. 1<. sanoo • oe. c&;\. , p. 214. 

2. Hftor 't.he mun1Dge the brJ.de was taken to the house of the 
bl'1degroo:n and insttJlled as a menber of his fanily. This 
\-:as usually kno\-m as kyd1Vaipft• 
Edgar Thuraton, ea.s&-t. .ot. , pp.413-8. 

3. L.K. J-t.nantha l<rit;hno Iyyer, s.alaa I Vol.l, pp.200-95. 
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wornan. 1 This was a eer®onlal ~inkl.ng of a juico preporod 

by m1x1ng seven dtfforent 1ngrodients of oour taste. 

All these customs and fest-1v1t.1es laated foul' days 

""'ith elabo~ate preporat1ons 1nvolv1ng huge expend.S.ture. 

Though these custom e did not hilve any social, morol or 

religious s1gnif1cence; 1t wao vexy common a:nong the Ezl'ulves 

end thoy . epont o ·good portion of their 1ncane for ·these 

fostiv1t1os and ··thus a ·numbOl' of ·families were impovGJishect. 

The p«np ~nd prestige of the fanlly \'Vere measured on tho basin 

of t.he grandux-o of tho functions. Thoreforo, gono~al~Y• a 

numbe1" of faallios acting under a fulne sense of prestige evon 

went to tho exten't of so11ing th~ proponios to .celobrato 

those custans. 2 
A nuobu of fe111os wore ruined due to thin 

nenaeleeo cmd meon11191eos p.rest1ge. EVery ra at an lw s £1 

tdt1onu1e within the utructure ln ~ith it c~e into being. 

lt beccmos out dl.l~od and baseloos only vllen sta:-uc:tur.ol changes 

take place. These pract.1ces were looked do\'lltl by the swami 

.ond edUcated middlo class. 3 C. v. Kunjura:u:.n' s · doscz-1ptt.ons. 

DJ:o illustrative. He r1d1culod the Ib&rpnguku_lJ. as e 

doclorotion thilt, "the ground is roDdY for SOt.-d.ng the noods.04 

&:~nd cOttnondod the "Pullkud1• os a function to prove that the 

l. Edger Thurston. RQ,s1t,. Vol.II, p.416. 

2. Rob1n Joffre~ • Pm;l&Oi of N;?xar pgninansrtt p. 

3. l!&Xqkgs!f:lXpm, l5 July 1904 (32. t•11thunac, .10~ ME), p.sn. 
4. c. Kesavun. Op.ci:t, • p.134. 
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pregnancy is not llloglt!mato ond to declaro thot hOI' 

husband him Golf is responsible for the pregnoncy~ 1 

Both tho swamy Dnd edUcated Ezttevas hOd stal:'tod o 

movsnent against thoso senseless and expensive customs. 

TnoeQ social rofom activitte s of sroe Narayana Guru ond the 

Ezhava yout.hG ~ooo v-4th '\be object of bot.h econcxnlc and soe1ol 

progress. 2 In tho fvst .report of the Yogam, KU'flatan Ason 

lr#Oto t.ha't the ltnportant all? of ~bol.t.Ghing these custopls was 
. ' 

to prevent peoplo fran wasting monev on lllutionary pqnp ond 

pt:"ost1ge of tho fsn11y by conducting ~and feoGta. 3 aoth the 

GUJ:U and the Yogem told .the peoplQ t.hat unless those ~ituals 

were scropped there \"All be no progross for tho Ezhavas. 

They e$kod then to S)end their monoy fo~ tho pr09rGsa of tho 

society and not for celebrating these absUrd custClns. 4 Tho 

second rea son was to protect tho d1gn1ty of the ccrnmunity by 

repudiating these customs ond to purify tho soolotv itself 

from its out &:rted and docadon\ praeticoa. In short, the 

Yog&ltll 1ntroducod social refozmo with twin objectives; f1rot 

to avoid extrovogdnt ep<mding of money for those 13\lperstitloua 

Dnd reU:ogrude cuetcme and secondly to rf.Jilove the obsurd 

cuatoms and procticos. 5 ' 

1. lt.d,d, 1 p.l31, 

2. P,K. Doltlk.r1 Ghnan, f:da£<~xena SN!H· P• 1), 

3, fY!k.PJiF."'Xff.• 15 JUly 1904 ( 32 r~11 thunan 1011 1.1 S) • Vol, I • 
110, • p.2 • 

4. !,b&dt. 

e.. lladt. 
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sree NaJ:ayana Guru very &Uongly opposed these custcrns 

c:md his messages egalnst p~a.cti.cing theao custcns wore 

p;ropagatod through the S.f\Q.P. Yogam and its offic1Dl organ 

~lyak.estwfii!• In 1900 and 1911 swami sen\ two meseagos to the 

azbovas 1n \\bleb he pointed out tho ~ste of mono, in celobJ:

t1ng 'these custcme. 1 The Yoga woe of the view - tt';l&'t theU

commun1tY t:as moro J.nfluoncod by ostentation thtJn nocossity. 2 

In an Ezbava conference ot Karth1k&ppal1y 1n 1904 C. v. 

< Kunjurc:nan ver-; ~trongly criticised the ovils porpotr&tod by 

these bad normo of social bob'lvioul:. ~ccord1ng ·to hlo 

t§tty ).ol,yurem woa an introdUction to m~:ried life ond on 

indlection that thoy could change their husbondt:Jt 1f thfiJY d1d 

not like thGQ. 3 then oll the activities of the edUcated 

Ezhavc.ts did not. moko on impact on the trod1t1onul faith of 

the Gzhavca, in .&904, sroo twroyono Guru sumnoned a Gzht.lvs 

conf orence D~ PGrGVoor in Qui1on. Tho Guru b1msolf presldod 

ovor tho function and odV1ood the Ezhava s to stop thooe ovll 

p:tocticoe 11ko InP&&kgtSY• IbiJ;DQdykvli and JZM~iiYO¥ and he 

olso evolved a new liturgy for the marriage coranony. 4 t1.tb 

tho ideo of avoiding the 1mp~sonot1on tho Guru adVlcod people 

to hold marriage cerGnonlos v s for lls possible ei'thOI:' in the 

tGJplos or on the open courtyard of <tho houoe in the prosonce 

1. P.K. Bolakl:'1chnan. 291ci$1 • P• ?J. 

2. fYflSO~Of!!t 15 NoV«Jbez' 1904 (SO Thulan .1080 GG) , Vol. I, 
• o. ' p. • 

3. &!!&d. ' 
4. r~1. K. sonoo, ta£axere (ju£,u are~. p.2J.O. 
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of a tonplo pr1ost1 &nd "'bar oldoro of the v111age. 2 In 

orclOJr to Ei)road thio new ideas of seeial rofom ~Y as,!tod 

tho YogGm to appoint a group of lecturers. In 1905 swamy 

sent o aoassgo to the s. N. 1.\ P. Yogcm to clsrify tho topic 

on td\1ch they wore to sp&ak during tho1r lecture tour. Tho 

subjects for theee loc,ures ~e religion, moral1'tYt echrco

ti.on and i.ndUst,;. 3 . thes~ tpoakera unde%'took ~t~slve 
' ' 

tours fo¥" delivering epaechos. In add1t1on they published 
' . . 

articles and distr1butod pamphlets- to edUcato the genorol 

public. 

But ol.l those social l'ofotm actlv1Uoe of GI'Ge 

Narayana Guru and tho s. N. 0. Pi' Yogc:n were confined calnly 

to e section of the eoc1ety. It is interesting to know thct 

tJ;le cection of $0Clety pa.rt.icipated 1n those movonenta wore 

Qducoted youths, tcwchars, lD\\fOJ'e, Ayu.rvedk doctors and 

Govex"nnent off1c1ala. In northern and central TrDvoncore 

middle peasants end petty trcdors .ol sO. took pon in this 

moVEPont. Tho refoxmers locked the euppol:'t of the masses 

t~ s thoi&- ldeao ond rn:ogt"c:r.aee never went beyond the l'oach. 

of the middle closs. '"'t 'he .ss:no time, as o result of tho 

111!11 tod apread of ad1Jcation Dnd extronely limited social 

mobility and DboVe all due to tho old feudal relati.on that 

continued to prevail, the r:ich peasants, big trDders ond 

oven o ooct.t.on of edUcated people not only ttopt away frcm 

# 

l • .YJ.vg~t2PtX5lt .1.6 July 1904 (32 Uldhunc;n, 1079 t.1E), pp.40-41, 

2. DOn1e1 Thtiiloc, op.g,~. • p.32. 

3. XiVJl!tO.,dgXlrlt 12 t.l.oy 1905 (SO L1odam, 1080 t1B) t p.l4. 



this movenent but eleO' pl'actleod theGO retrogrDdo cuGtQ:no. 

This nat.urally amoyed the Guru. l1len t'i. Govlnden, c 

pJ:omS.nont loader of tho s. N. t\ P. Yogem, deci.dtld to arrange 

tho Is&!!WtSu !S,.a&xcn.sa of blo dDugbter, Narayana Guru hU1solf 

wrote D 1ottot: asking him to stop 1t. 1 StM':tny hJmcelf 

i.ntorvened to prevent the$e k1nds of customs in the rich 
' . 

Eahov a· ftd.1lioB ~ore than once in Trav encore. 2 Though a 

movc:ment llg<linst tboeo pi'QCti.cos was mete f.PJ:O&d a number of 
' . 

fan111os still cherished these eust(XJG and pract1coe. In 

1908 Swa::il1 sent a aaosGDge to the s. N. D.P. Yogam S.n \-dllch ho 

sa1d, •The fun=tlons like Ih1E~OdYilY~& and £Hl&Jsud1 have 

almost coa:sod to be Glponslve. AdViCe regarding the stopping 

of xa&a.kcn,u 1s no dOubt, getting «Jceeptod, but the moasaoe 

hO s not crotrtod tho sa:nG Smptu:t 1n ·all pllleos. This pi'Det1ee 

should be stopped canplotely os early as possiblo. It is 

unprincipled end unnocosr/YI:y.J. •••• .JJ• Abolition and ro:novol 

of these custcms had boen o regular resolution 1n tho ~ N.. D.P. 
~ 

aMual Cloot1ngr. ~· Besides the disapproval of those euGtans, 

1. on S r.lay 1912 (26 t.1ed00 1087 tJB) 1 sw:Di v.a:'ot.e a lottor to 
tho NellumanMuttathara ThuyorvillDkathu House about tba 
act1v1t1eo of person like r.1. Gov1nt~Un in a critical r.1annar. 
ftlkSJdeXLm, t'pr1l•June 1913 (Uedam-Edavan 1087 t.1E), Vol.G 

oS::I-2, p.l. , . . . 

2. Guru diroctly stopped the ISUSY D c i:.-:D cercoonioo 1n 
L~unnuvilla House in trivandr~~n ( .. · , June-July 1904 
(l.l1thunan 10~ lJE), Vol.J., Ho. 3, p. un in the house of 
Coc. heht..'I1Jm1n1 l_n Pottoh. <v&~.Wi§f9X.i.Ia• Au_ guot-s~to:lbcr 1904 
( Chingan 1000 ~..1 E) , Vol. I, No. • see al GO, 
~J}I ne. Ql.J:.e.l'Em. p.129. 

3. 3(&~Sf2s:J9Vp:JJ, April Juno J.9c::9 (Lledan•D.dOVGi.nt 1064 MB) t Vo1.6t 
IJOS. •2, p.l. 
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tho S\'"Jemy a1 oo stood for 4 rofoun in t.he marr1cgo GYsten1 

ond adVJ.sod thot polycndt.y and poligcmy practiced by tho 

EahflVDo bo givon up, Ho Dsked tho YOgcm t.o take steps 

a-ge1nst polygc:my and polyanctw. 2 Ho alco ulticiood O!lrly 

merriagoe. Tbe meettngo of the s. N. 0. P. 'logan. local 

oru;oc1at1ons end the \1GJlells eonferonee. of. th.e Yog~ Q)orad1-

ca11y pa ssod l'OSOlutions nupporttng the need of ond1ng' those 

WGtGns for ••· 

As a consequence of tho influence of Sr;amy end the 

cono1 atorrt ~rk of the s. N. 0. P,. those praetlcos t"Aro consider-
• ' • < I 

ably reduced. Tho lecture tour of eoc1al rofozmers appointed 

by tho Yoga::s had succoodod 'to a large extent in revolutioni sing 

the social sot up of tho ezh~V(I s. swsmy satnyvridhan aay s 

Thue lltcording to the acUv1t1os of swamy c:~nd the 
S.l\ D.P. Yogilm, JiRU.Rfttg and othor eermonioa wore 
abandOned and thus t . ln ll period of 20 -years 
since tho beginning of tho pl'esont century. the 
tblyyas bed offeetod a eavi.ng3of tcm crores of rupooo 
from ita urmocessat.Y oxpenoo. 

In tbor't 1n tho d1~oct1on of $OC1o1 rofoxmo. tho tJOrk Dnd 

ochieva;Jont of l~~"Dyona Guru ilnd tho s. N. o. P. Yegam \·:ore notQ

~rthy. Tho Guru• o magnetic personality end l';)ititual 

quo11tloo on tho one a1do, end the coneS.otent \.\'tlrk of the 

1. tJe oskod to tie u tali ~ound the neck of the v.4fe to 
1nd1eote the mtJrital statue. Dut asttod tid.dowo ond tho 
d!vorceo at the timo of hor r(tlarrlege thould not wear 
<lnythlng in m snoey of her die oo sad or d1 vorc ad hu ebJnd. 
Tharofore, o \G'Dan \"JhO gats oorr1od again ch..-uld not t".;GOr 
oS.t. hor dUrin, her ouboequont carrlogo or thereafter the 
tDli uoocl ot '~~lO time of tho early morr1age. 
~~.Dl.qrJey;;g~'Pl"il-JUne 1909 (r.1odam•EdDvaJ, 1084 t.H3) t 

o .6. No:e. 2, p.l. 

3. u. K. sonoo, QFh c 1,S. , P• 282. 
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s. t'4 0.. P. Yog= und~ J.iahava middle clo.sa on the other, 

helped considQX'~,jly to reduco outdOtod and r;bsurd custos:oa 

which hod becano 4 heavy f1nanc1ol btn"don in Dll f£:m111oe. 

~no\her impcrtcnt social rofom activity, of the 

s. t~ o. P. Voga:n was ita effort to cbttngo tho 6f &ton of 
~ : . \ . .. 

· inberitaru:o end sUecesQ.on tlghte. Tbero t-ore unJ.fom G'sten 

of law of 1nhGJ"1tanco ~ong the Eahavas of Tl"llVoneore. As a 

m&t'tor of flic't, thoy followod throo d1$'Unct tyPos of lat:F of 

inher1 tanco via. , mt~s.mals.kaSb9;v;Mh or matriliny, !alsJsaSbeXG? 
or patr1lony ond e&SAdSNIP or mlxed tJJ &tan of both 

marum,sk.Js.&SJltlXeD f)nd m,a§kA'\bBX•· Accordf.ng to W)£QDlll)kaSbQXil."n 

1nher1tonco and succ::ession was through the mother's side. 

In other WQJ:"ds· mol!JilaJsJ,tatll!X!J - e GYstGJ of 1nhor1toneo Dnd 

doscent throuo)l the f<!il£)lo 11no • a man• s leg£~1 hoirs ware 

tho chilctrcn of !d.t>· sistcs•. The patorfli.ll proporty t.-:so nevor 

giVen to tho ch1ldton and w1fo. 1 trader fl&SlldaY!tJ GYetGD of 

inhoritanco bot.h the children and annndSJ:llJD§ (youngor male 

me:nbero of the family) inherited iln equal share of the assets 

of tho de:oacod. 2 In T~L4vancore majority of the Ezhavas r1ero 

tho follor:o.re of motr111ney. TbOJ:'o r1aro Dbout. sillty par cent 

R9£t.r.1t.iltltuth'-')!i£l end thirty per cant el:s;agcyoeaa Generally 
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matriliny t$S mainly follo~d by tho Esbsvo 9 1n all Se~yl\g 

of the Norlb of Qu11on. partriliny in tho oxttene ~uth and 

tho m&st~s!Uam mo1nly in Noyyatt1nkarll talut<n. 1 

By tho b~r;J.nn1ng of tho proe.Mt contw:y sroo Narayanu 

Guru and t.ho s. N.D. P. Vo~am tttortod a movement for changing 

thoir l&t-J of 1nher1tonco. The va .. 1oua factors 11ko the now 

Geoncm1e cbongos in tbe society • norJ. meona for indopqndent 

incomo for tho Junior msnbers of .the fctnily., O'Vonil.el.mtng 

influence of tho li!A,ap"~sm ov~ the .aottos:Bl!&aua new . 

ideological and cultural perepoe:tiveo DCquil'ed by tho 

educated oiddle clllss and f11lfllly. tho 1\k.iyar Regulation of 

1912 urgod the Szbcva e for dGnonding a cbcnga in their lBw 

of 1nhcritoneo. 

In tho socond ehaptor wo diecussod the 1nfluenc• ·of 

f oct or a lllte the development of public \"JJrk o dt~>Ortmont, 

penotrntion of Br1t1dl Cll;)ltol \lhich lod to the development 

of plontotlon 1ndustriea, introduction of lDws potterned on 

tho \":JOG'tel:n eoncoz,>t of ptivoto proporty 1n l<md, tho danttnd 

for coconut ert::.clos fran otmood and tho d«l4lnd for the oanlJC)l 

lobour in Ceylon ond sw:ma inspiring tho \'"Jay for econanlc 

changes ~ong tho E:hevuo. A nwber of azhavco r;ero oppo1ntod 

under tho Bx'1 t1oh Indian GOvomment. and a nt.mber of Eahava a 

~oro accQmmo~ted in plantation tndustrios, public ~~rks 
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departments ancl foroet d(t)ilrt'tilent. ln addition to that tho 

1ncroa sod prices of coco""' product a like coir• cop;r:a oil. 
. ~ 

toddy ate. , also contributod towa~:de oconcmic chongos · 

favouroblo to tho Jlzbovas. These opportunit1oe pl'ov1dod by 

British colonil;lllon. 1ndoGdt holpod junioz- monbors of the 

Ezbav& fantlios to hava en 1ncKs>endont !nco:no fw thmaolvoa. 

But undGJr matrilinV tho vroalth' Dcquuod fran c.ny sourco by 
. . 

either thee males o:r tho f<males of a ~vo!J tJbs constdOS"ed 
I 

eo joJ.nt proporty dlkb Wlls und~ tbo tnandgonont of 

J\~DJlaxao. 'Boing the oan&ger of ~ho l.Q.£AU1$1 proporty the 

· Jl!.tlll~ not only controlled tho ineo:no but ulco usod the 

axcooe money fra:n tho SC!£9!0d p.rope1:'tioa for s"tiotlng hlo 

. otm noods or thct of h1o c4fo and ch1ld.r:cn. '~t tho scoe 

tJ.mo other OCilUorO of tho fo1ly did not got oqual shc::.ra. 

lnotood of oqually obaring tho cincc:no frc:m tho !DEavad 

propo.t:tioo. tho junior ccmborv of tho f C401ly fJOZ"o only 

onti tl od to their bo eic noeds like food, clothing end o11 

f'~o:1 tho .$S'UPd. The ·(i)road of edueoUon ond the increase 

ln cocial ClobUity cons1oorobly changed their ~·JOJ:ld viol:r 

and cone ~t of life. Tho nQeda of junior moober o of the 

ft.'"Jily "conoiderably incronoed ·dUo to changes 1n tho cociol 

clJ.ucto end in the natuto of tbo intornal mcrl:et, and thG'f 

noon perceived tho disparity botr:oon d'lat roe due t.o than 

attd t~llut t:ns iilctuolly receivecl ty the::a.•1 The disoOtisfcctl.on 

1. l{. I~ Pcnikl-;ar, •Lend Control, Ideology end nofomt ~"' 
study of tho Olangoe in family QruonlzDticn end l.'iorrlstJo 
!?J ota-J in Kaaln, u i90.. XnrJa:cn H&aiot1;al flSJX19.i7• Vol. IV 1 
r..o. I, July 19 77 •. P• • · 
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\11th t.he managsnen\ of the ;sai,ggov,an, notw::ally, ereotod 

dissension wlth1n the _sacaxaslt. Apan fran h1o attitude to 

belp ,his wife and children, tho karmaxan actually failed 

to tract all the members of tho l.-uaxasJ on equal torms. 

At that timo, thero was • tendency anong tho aoll to dO 

fc:milioe to nand theiX' children to cngli th eehool s tdth tho 

aim of getting appointment in gov~ont sarvico.. though 

t.he ,tq&av,ads \4.roro eeonanlcelly not so bod, they could· not 

afford school foo for all male msnbers on oqual torme. 

Therefore, tho .kf!EJUl!YaD VJ&s moro koon 'to holp and educate 

hie dir-ect nopho~tJS and tho nephews of othor Sbavizbi.o 

( llnooges) nora kept as a~lcultur1sts and servants of the 

:ss:avclQfi!t. Tho 1nc.rfW sing importanco of educotion and tho 

biasod ott1tudo of tho Jse£.dnQ,Xaq created ll' disscncion till thin 

tho :ta&av.~iJ (.)nd natu~;·dlly intusod in thcr.1 on eagorneso to 

break a~~ froo ootriliny. 

1-\nother interesting feoturo tJos thut tho Ddults d1d 

not huve tho pot::er of .dieposlng Of their self acquired 

protoortY by t.-411 and if he died intestate his ~"JS.fe und 

eb1ldron tt .. <re not ontitlod to got onything from his prOperty. 

Tho existence of the tll&:PY'\st end tho joint mDnllga:lant of 

property \'1Cro no e1oro to the udvantage of junior. oerobaJ:s. 

Tho futhot" lwd l!.ttle re$ons1b1lS.ty tt~ their cbildron and 

thaoo children 11vod cs bull Cillf under tho autocracy of the 

ltore>nuvun .. l This pathetic conc:11t1on of tho td.ven and 

l. o.cn.ondU Menon, in h1o ptreface to his fCJous social novel 
6~m&!-9~ destribes the autocr«Jcy of tho J5a£flnavao and tho 
c. serab o condition of jun1ot mGJbora. Tnls diseript1on 
of Che;.~ndu 1.~ ooon 1n ~egard to the t~"Y ar l,E~yas;ts al so 
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children undor matl'111ny enforcod aeo Narayana GurU and 

~ho -educcted Ezhaveo for changing their liJw of inhor1tenco. 

on .LOth Mc;y 1909 sreo Narayana Guru sent a mesaoga to 'the 

.g. N. o. P. Yogsn 1n t:bieh ho (lsked the Ezhava a: 

.t:bor. e ~ak.§gth!(fm ~stem is f.ollO\-Jad in tho 
cetm!lu , legal provi d.on should. be oade to give 
to the 1.·;uddod tdfe. and ch1ldJ!'on the right to. a · 
portion of a mon' s 1ndtv1dual earnings. othOl:'\'d.se 
marriage wou•d be m(taningl"se.. Necoseary steps in 
t.his d1roc:t1on1 Ghould be taken after caroful 
con ·s1dorc:rtion. · 

Tho change in the att1tudQ of the ISaheva olitos and the 

porsuoslon fJ:cm sao Narayana Guru unde.zm1ned the cohesion 

and unity of· m:at.r1lineal Joint f a:n1l.1e s. 

Another factor \\bleb indUced the E.zhavas fo.r changing 

their lew of 1nber1tcnee uas tho 'unjust' chao the ~en 

. had in tho. !.fllavast property. hecord1ng to matriliny, 

1nherltonee end sUCCGeslon waa through tho mother and all 

the children (each son and daughter) of tho daughters hild 

tho right to mDtr111nool prOperty • vilereas the children of 

tho cons be thoy molo or f e-aolo had no sUch right o. 2 

applicable to t1ll ccnmunitiea vb1ch followod Diltr111noal 
lo\-s of 1nhor1tanco. 
o Chandu Mcnvn. JndJ.tlglmp (loth edition) N. a. s. KottGySJ, 
J.9 71, PP• 31-32. So& itt GO, 
Editorial ~f vipkod!:!¥tf!;• Dee<mbor 1912, Pebruury 1913, 
( rbonu-b3akcJrctn Dtiil Ull • Vo1.9 1 Nos.9•lO. 

l. ~ cooaa·;,o ckltod J.Oth t'-101 1909 (28 t1odam 1034 t.1E) eent" to 
the s. N. o. P. Yogan by sree Nllre~yano uu.ru. · 
f'!kQdfr(SB• ~r11-June J.909 (J.OU4 t1ad£m•E&lvtlrll) • Vo1.6, 
:Joo • .1•2, p.2. · .. 

2. t.1urltoth Kunhcpp&, •tho Thiyyes of Kerela ., " .:QYYI!l1E" 
!Ddl~'l t!&&i\<lD £2!l9i2Da• !976, Cal.1cut, p.49. 
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Thoroforo. dur1ng th-o time of partition the maJor portion 

of tho propart1os went to sisters end tholr children., Thls 

woo ono of tha reasons Vlh1ch pranpted the Szhevos to ehanga 

ttl olr law of 1nhe.ri tanc e. 

under matz-111ny, ma.rr1age wero not. .l'ecogniaed. by la~ 

Both 'ho malo lJftd fan ale fulfilled tho ooxual noede of ehch 

otbor l:A.tbout e.ny obl1g~t1on on their part. Though tho 
·. 

cnarr1ego if e'tcm of tho E&hava.s wue not so looeo as the 
. . 

sYstsn of nfi!R.tU.ldhS of tbo Nayaro, tho· practico of polyandJ:y 
. ' 

\"Jas vary cOmmon snong the .Eahavas and e1thor tho men ·or t..1Xll0ft 

could end Q 11as1on virtually at will. the odueotod llall&vas 

Tho oducotod EahDvao were .asnemod of ctho1r ·loose aar1ta1 

praet1cos. Sl'oe Narayt)na Guro and tho s N. 0. P. Yogan took 

nteps against polygany and polyandry.! 

Tho other reason t-b1cb inducod the SzhavQs for chang

inc their law of inhor.t.tanco t:as their intention of uniting 

the Szi'lavas. As thoy tJo.t"G tho follo,"SCfrs of threo distinct 

typa of 1nh01'1tonce, it llcld eons1dorably reduced tho feeling 

of ononeso song 'the EZhaVil'e. There woro a 11\Cber of rosu1 ... 

ctione foz mur1tD1 rolations with theso d1ffozont groUpo. 

Tborofozoe, thor thought that tJ conmon low of inheritance would 

holp to utd.te than togethe...a and to .-ad1cato coste distinc-

, tion cmong tho Eahavoa. 

1. rv~gdllt(.!h April•June J.9C» (t~loda.D•Odovan 1084 ME), Vol.6• 
os. •2, p.l. . 

2, f~tBPf'XSh Deeeuoor-Jonuary 1912•13 ( Olo~akorum 
. OGG t1 • 1 P• 311. · 
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tho SntnedJ.~to cauCG d'l1ch 1ndUcod tho Eabavll & to 

change tho low of inhor.ttance was conc;ornod td.th tho I'~~ 

Rogulation of l9l2. Prom tho lost quartor of the 19th 

century ontJDrdo• tho Hayer elites of l.1&labdr1 and Trav£~ncore 
atartoct a oovenont for changing t.hoi.r lar~ of 1nh0%'1tanco 

and fo~ getting l.egal validity to .i!}!b4Qdt!g. In J.897 tho 

MalayDll SObh4, en organization of Travancore Nayars, 
' •' . ' 

ci.l'culoted o draft of mc.rriago bill among the. Wayars. ' But 
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tho govoz:nment of Trevancoro did not tolto thin QOYcmettt 

o.~1ously. In J.896 Thunu P1ll41 inuodueod 4 b111 in the 

trovancox-o Legislative Council to provide legal recognition 

fol' all m~J'14goe eQlGlltlood by tho prooontation of cloth 

OJ: $'.1!110 other reeogn1ced cerGnony. aut thlo blll did not 

und•tako to chango tho Cf/ at an of 1nho.r:1tanco. so vmon c 

man died hlo .'$SD!i4 and hio naph0t'1s f'GnDinod tho rightful 

he1J:s of h1o. pet'sOn<ll p.roponv. Tho TravttneO%'() Bill ·Act of 

1899 provided m&•g1nol r$fom to Nayers. This act conf en'Gd 

Oft e!Ji!mBJslS&tb!)!is tho right to boqVcth up tO Ono half Of 

tho1r: solf .scqt.~lrGd p.l:'operty to thoir \.'d.ves ,and e,hildJ'en. 

Tho l«JytJra were not oot1&f1ed with thie rofoXG'l and conUnuod 

their ottonpte. In 1907 tho Nayars ·.undor the Karole NayQ 

samojam otcned a m0\r$nont to roform til~~ m&lirlage custCX'le 

and law of 1nber1tenee. In tho e~o yo.oz. 1n th~ second 

annual meeting of the Kerala Nay OJ: &:maJa.o. P. G. Gov1nckl 

P111a1 introdUCed e resolution \it&.t.cb Cldvocatod -tMee thingss 

( 1) g1v1ng ch11dJ:en a legal claim foa:- ceintenance fz-QI) 

their f.otherJ (2) making a men• o oelf ac:qui.rod propt.n:'ty 

hor1table only bJ doscondonts of t.hot brllllch of hie tO£;Q)lS~ 

os-ig1nat1ng fJ:cm his ootbor; (3) (JllqtJ.ng half of il man• o 

self acquJzed property to bla WS.fo £lnd children on hla death. 

Another resolution v.blch wae possod in the sa:ne meeting 

danendod recognition of the cerenony of §!U~Q4bPm &e a 

legal cor.riege. As o result of thou consistent dCJnand, 

P •. RajogopD1acharl the then Dettan of Travcneore appointed a 



c0t11In1ttoo in 1907 to 1nvost1Qllto end report on rofol'tle 

t"Allch proposed by the NsyQ' olJ.tos rogard.ing meniege, 

1nhor1tenco, custan, partition of t.arDvad C'tic. of the 

jolnt fanll1es of Neva~s. 1 this cccnm1ttee. aftor thoi'OUgh 

1nvostigation sutmlttod 1te report ln 1908. This JH'IPori 

J:OCCili'lmenood the ~ooogn1t1on of ~ri!UI:Z90db!m aa legal manlega, 
. -. ' 

raalntononce of nc.counts by tbe Jsaranaxpn , the gl'ont to 

td.vos and ehil<k'en of e half. shOn of the self acquired 

prop.tv of cum dying 1ntQst~Jto, ·the right of any "axeabl 
to dOJli)nd parUtJ.on. 2 This l."opor\ with GCDo mod!cation wos 

accepted by tho govcrmmt emd tho Rogulllt.1on of 10GB (US) 

\7DS passed ln .1912. Thus this ftQ9UleUon of lOGS (ME) 

( .1912 ll. l4 ) roeogni cod .s!?AMh!D o o o legal man1oge and 

· gove ~-d.voo and ehildl'en of the NIJyora dying J.nteetate the 

rlght to half of tho husbelnd' a solf aequited prope:.-ty by 

moklng a v4ll. Tho powero of Ji.a£§QAXiUUL. wero limited, 

o1mplo ptocodUroo fo~ divorce wore laid clown end aubco ste 

distinction e:oone the Ncrars t.-oro theoretically ignored. 3 
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Tho Neyer Rogu1bt1on as a rule. oj,enod the ClfOS of the 

smava elites.' ConG1n proV1 nlon e of tbo NGyDI" RegUlation 

deVo.l.\fsd wore Vflr/ att:taet1vo to tho GahavaG. 2 A& the law 

of 1n.ber1tance and ooe1al cuotane and ps-act1cos of the 

EahllV4s of Central Tl"cvcmeore. t~o followed matr111noal 

sy etGn had llttls d.t.ff e.rence frQn tbo custano and practteos 

of the Mayers. 3 the Eahava'e th~ugh't · that' a :r.-ogulaUo~ U.ko 
' 

tho Noy41: Regulation ~11b sl1Qnt cnapgeo4 ~u)~ help the 

Ssbavao t:o imp1:0Ve theu soc1Dl and occmc.mic concU.t1on. & 

Though the Eahava.a tJel'G not dlolly tho followers of 

~!!\ls."S!fsxml as the ~yare, GboUt 60 par cent emong 

than be1ng tho followore of rnatx111ny, the odUc~tod &ahavas 

took 1nJ.t1at1vo for a strong movonMt to G.odify tho .SYat<m 

of !nhG%'1'\0nee and eu~cooslon. 

1\s soon a ::i the t.ar..yu Regulation t'J(ls pooeod, the 

azhavo ol1tea orgenlaod mooting& and discusst.ona regard1ng 

· tho chango of lew of inheJ. tonce among thGO. JliY.n!oc!Pxe 
ond iP£iiQ JSa!!!JyA publ1Gbed articles ond suggestions 

rolati.ng to this topic. 6 ln 1912 Shrl Kunaran Ason 

1. l!&}iits2ctaf$• DecanbOZ" 1912 and Janusry 1913 ( rtlanu
tlc "Q.l:cm sa UE), Vol. IX, r~e-.9-.10, pp. 296, au. 

2. C. 0. Uodhova. n, ~Uihcv~ lt!cy.o o.r li.ogulot1onun,• J&vgk§f?'F• 
Dacu:tber 1912 and Januazy 191.3 ( tnonu-Uakaran weB M • 
Vol.IX, Nos.9•l0• pp.29&~. · 

3. 0 Ed1 torial, • lll&s'· , p. 311 •. 

1. ~· r~ov~ber•Dec:Gnbel'. 1912 ( VriscnikGta lOBS MD), p.25a. 

1 
JUno-1-\ugu at J.914 (Midht.maa~~kkaddtarn 1089 tail) , 

o • • fl!os.3 ond 4• p.l:J:J. 

& • .1.M..d:..., Dec anbG~" 1912 • January 19l.3 ( ll'umu-tl okarGm 1089 fJ E) 
~. . . 

.. 

6. ~&fshodfi~• Novaabor-DecG'lbGr 1912 (Vr1sch1kem 1089 ME) t 
o . • 9. • . , p.aaa. . 
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publ.lsbed an appool 1n v&xliosaax!i to t.nvlte. tho attention 

of Eattova leader o end to know thoiJ: op1nlon f • tho need 

af an Szhave Regu1at.1on cmong '\be ~skkaS!lSx!m $havalll& a. 1 

In .1913, ot ~e 9th eese.t.on. of the Str~ tiulCGi Popul~r 

A eoG'Dbly K.ftl. ~iohnsn. K. C. Krishnon. P. tte~von .Vaidhyan, 

R. PadnanabbDn and N. Kunoren.'tho Eahava l'GPresentat1voe of 

the Aoocmbly subnittod a m.Dorandu:Q to tho .[)ewan on 14th 

'FolmlilJY 19 J.3 ( Srd Kunbsn 1088 lA e) for granting than e. 

c:Gllttlon tow of 1nher1t.anco to protoct ·thGn fr<m .t.ntunal 
~ : . . 

qtJIJt:J:ols &nd blcker1ngs end unnocoseaJ:Y 11Ugatl.ons duG to 

the Dbeonco of a law to .c-ogulato the ·10~1 of inheritance of 

tho\ ~YD&. 2 .fl:om tblo f0u1: onwards tbo dsand fo•· •Eibava 

Regulati.on• bocaao a :rogulas" ono 1n tbe "ssanbly. UltJmatoly 

in t.1Qeb J916 th~ Govornnen\ of Tr:evancOS'e appointed e 

commi.ttoe of five m.Glbet's includlng the proaS.dent, t\70 

official and ti"..'' non-offJ.C1Gl taGil~ 8'3 to frane a dz'Dft bill 

for rogulatlng ~e law of inher1 tanee and mQITi&ge anong the 

Bahovaa. 4 U.. G.Ubba lyyu, an 11ddlt1onal Head SlrkCJr Vekil, 

was appointed the Pl'esldent of t.h1a CQ:;llllittee, \11ltb 

1. fl!ksz·~· r~enbc-DGCEmber 19.1.2 (VJ:1sch1kom 1038 uE), 
o :9 , • • P• ae.a. 

2. In this oonoranc:tum, thoro is no orgunents for choning 
tho11' inheritance. This mcmo.rNlndun was nothing but a 
.requoat. S!lO • 
~A~i£~61• FebruQY.t\pril 1912 (K\D~eenm.n 1088 ME), 

0 • • ~a. .U.l2. pp.350-5l. 

3. M.Govinden and s. PacbonabhD Ponikko~ wore the official 
roeaboro end r~.Ku:naron and t.J.K.Ui10J:4ln Asan ti'aro non-official 
raanoero. see, 
~1Y~~d§X,BQ1 t.1orch '"pr11 l9J.6 (MeenDnJ 1091 tlB) • Vol. XII, 
~os. , p.'I03. . 

4. l~da.• pp.4024. soe also. 
G. o. r~. J-2808, datod 19 tlarcb 1916. 
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14. Gov1ndant .s. Padllsnabha Pcn.leltor. N. Kunaran and 

N. Kunara~ Asan ss membors.1 In Juno of the aame year two 

mo.ro non-official manber s woro appolntod to sene on the 

cCXJQi:ttoe. 2 t'Ath this Ddd1:t1on of t.v.o moro mtJDbere this 
. '. ; ' . 

committee z-Gpresented tho ·whole Ezhclva community t'Jbieh 

followod tbreo distinct typos of law of .1nher1ttil1ce. 3 

' . 
In ·February 19.17 .this canm1ttee suggoatod that tbsy 

' C· 

should be ·e.np~od to ~quuo into the question of partition 

and that the draft bill should contain e · prov1 s1on l'egardlng 

toatanontai'Y deposition. 4 The. Eahava 'monber's of tho AetJCJDbly 
, 

at.-:oportod this euggost1on at tho 13th sess1on of the AssEf4bly. 
' ' 

ThOl"oforo. the govorrtllont const1tutGd another commltt.oe with 

P. N. Bootha_l1ngsm Xym: ae President and M. Govinden, N. 

Kumazan. N.Kumsran Asan, K.t~t. Krishnan. v. Kocbunni Va1dhyan 

and K. c. Kunj~cJOan as mGmbore. 5 On fi~st JarWary 1919, the 

cOJtJ1ttoo outmittod both 1t& rc,o~t and cb:Dft bill aftor a 

thorough otudy about tho. ex1st1ng conditions ancl tendency 

among the Ez~vus followaing_9Jl£Hllak.Js_a'$Qava and the cued 

sy otco of 1nhor1tanco, tho c<Olit'oe roeom."nondod that the 

m"*EWattl)Dth&XiJil Eailavos c:md the Eahilva convot:ts to other 

1 • .V.Ax.mift~:M LJ~Jrc:h-npril 1916. pp.402-3. soo olsO, 
u. t.4 Jo. J. 84, dated 2l&t June 1916. 

a. G. a. t-!o. J-5104, dated 21st June 1916. 

3. tbon this ca:Jtlltteo v-.:as constituted in t.1orth 1916, it woe 
rc,roacnted only by the members those d'lo followed mixed 
sYatc:rn of inheritance and ma£r.mp~ltDS~&m sYstem. By 
adding t"Q CJore non-official ce:n~crol.'on KottoyW1 Cl'ellt 
tho_ follot'!Or& of !!ll!kkatg cy ste:n ol. eo got roproaentation. 
soo, P.K.K. oenon;~:-.n 2{t;~setBftENfdO -l(mJ.a, Vol.III ,1 • -e , P• • oo no e ~o. • 

4. lb1d.,, p.l.69. 

5. G. 0. No. J-225S, dated 6th t.Hn:cb 1918. 
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roliglon in tho eta'\o should be excluded fl'cm the operation 

of tho proposed 1oglelnt1on.1 Tbo impOI'tllnt rocQnuHmctatlcms 

of tho ccmmltt.oe \1el"e the legal rocognition of marrlogo, the 
' . . 

11bolttlon of polyandrY and polygamy, the deVOlution of Golf 
,. . 

ocq1.drod nopewtY on \d.fo and eh1l~en 1n easo of intestacy, 
~ . . 

SiUlV&gbJ. paJ:tition 1n l'ettQect· of sawaf3g, .1nd1v.1duD1 

pertlt1on in rospeet of l.t\&J\kf,.h.aY,tl£0 property Dnd the rlgh't 

to c:U. spoee of all of one' e solf ac quil"od pJroperty by cO king 

~11. 2 The b1l.l was 1nuodUced in :the legiGlative council. 
. . 

in .1.920. tho mt.s:aii!u gzot.aps of Szhavas in T.ravanco.l'e und'* 

stu:i ParameetrJOran-. l<Cll"UV& s. Krishnfln "'san. Pacbanobhen . 
Vatdnyan Dnd other opposed 'this bill vozy oevGX"oly. t.1 

P crcoo cwQt:etn wo s an ardent oneny of the Babava Regulotl.on. 3 

under his leodersbip they organised protest moot1ngs in 

vDriouo parts of Txoovancore. Ql 25 JanUCl'Y 1925 the annual 

moet1ng of ~cttlii£Bstu'.i section of the Ezhavae v./lls hold at 

Tr1vandrun Jub11oe Hall. TtQ.s mooting vexy severelY opposed 

. 
1. P.lt.tt. CJenon, SR• s;J,t. • Vol. II, p.46a, 

2. sao tho Ezhava negulotion • A regulation relating to 
maniago. suee ossion, family oanogQont and partition among 
the i!zhavo e. ileproduced 1n · 
~&v'f~• f>bvt.rnber·DGc«aber 1923 (Thulom .1099 Ma). 

OX. '· ~o.3, pp.l23-5. 
~ .. DoeEJJbG: 1923, January 1924 (Vt:ischikam 1099 US), 
VO"I";I-t, r~o.4. 
l~W. 1 Pebruaxy-u1orch 1925 (Kunbaia 1100 f.lE) • Vol • .La, tb.lO. 

3. In order to get favow:" to the m&sa$Xt group from 
raovern:uan't, I.)f!ll'ameewuran oven oppoehe bill \ilich wo s 

ntroc!Uced in tho AssGilbly to give the freecbn to the 
Ezhuvac Gnd other bUckword commun1"1es 'to use the public 
rood. The bill VJO o deteated bv one voto of !lr.Poremeswaran. 
C.lto c!lv Gflt &lie Gtl•, Vol. It P• 3U 7. 



the Eahovll Regulat1on. 1 Par~eGt".~Dron also colloctod a 

lotte~' fJ:o:n SJ:oe Narayana Guru o1Jpos1ng tho Bzbava Rogula

t.S.on. ond that lcntor WDs soot '\o ~he govornment to 1nd1coto 

thot the tl)Uitual loader of tho cQilmunity r:as slsO against 

'th1 o regulation. 2 

Tbo l;11sradJrYa group continued its Clppositibn till . ' 

~ho time of possing this bill in tho Couneil, 3 .Kerwe-

S. Kri shn&n A san, tho representative of \hl s soct1on .. 
l. •. ..._ IRLUI[I I 

·1. ·~v~ft~SB• JDnuary•Feb:r:uary 1925. (Uakorpm· ~100 llS), 
oi. · , o.9 • f:'• 303. . . , 

. 2. )...\lld1 coo olso. · . ' · . · · ' 
v. K. t'lDdhovan. J:¥ L'flr~ Ie tl·'""~~fi:QJl• Vol. II. Trivandrum, 1112 .. o ( 3 A. v. , P• • 
out rban r.1r. r>arcoos~can publichod this lotter of CWXJl, 
Y .It. r.1o&lavc:;n ond e 9J"Oup of Cahavoa, tbo tiJcto cu;>po.rting 
Ezhova rogulotl?f1 ~ppJ.'OClch_od Or:aml ~o get ~~ onothar 
lottor f~ ~-=m1 oUppcrting Eahova regulation, CWC!li 
t-"31th little bit of l:eluct£~nce 9ove tiac.tt&van also a lettG!' 
tmlch ~ s ~porting the Ezbova Regula-tion, 
1»&52, • p.:;oo. 

3. Th.e follo-d.a:ag reasons wOJ:e atuibuted bv t.'lJ.", ltoehunn1 to 
conalclor thlo bill 1.10s defectives (l) The svstaa of 
inheritance 'tharoln propoeea tended to pave the \·.:;Jy for 
t~akkJ~Dv,cti), ~1cb f':DS too rad1eol a chango end \":OS 
untU tod t.o the prosont condition of t.bo ca~unit{• 
(2) Tho evidence collactod by the Eahovo Law Ccrn:n ttoe 
tUJs not G'ltiefactory, bocuuse ooct of tho 1.-.zi~neases u'lo 
do:>Ooed bofo.r:e the con:1ittooo1n eUppcn::t o£ tho principle 
were 1£norunt per con o vAlo did not kncr; \dlut they r:el'e 
c;z>oDking ubout. (3} Tho provision that tho self aequirod 
p~opo~- of Dn ~zhava ~ing \11th issue olould devolve ofi 
his r:.4fo t':os ineqUitable, in De much {;)a it left out of 
account tho poor old pilrontat if ur;y. of ths docoused. 
According to h1o opinion holt tho property alone should 
90 to tilo f'dfe. (a) The prov1oion of tho Ezb~vo Regulation 
did not off oct the ~~pxgn Eahavae. .That. \~uld be 
dosttucUvo of unon · De regards tho cQitJunit.y as a 
t:bole and was not, therefore, a destrable rostt:ietion of 
tho ceopo of tho pl'O!)osod lor:. (5) f1rlitlly. ho touched 
Upon '&C)fc'.lzh1 pc:rtlt!on thiab, ho DOid trDD higilly dooirablc 
but ho suggostod t\-::o cod1f1cot1ons to tho clcuoo 27 of 
tho blll v1z., (o) that portitlon Gh~uld be so o~~eet1ve· 
oo to 9ivo oc;ual charo to oll tho tbQJRzbig, irrasectivo 



pro'\eot1ng ogain~ t.ho paseago of tho Ezttava blll, oa1d 

th4t 11. was t.no roeult of th' miecbiovous ac:t1v1\y of 'the 

advanced pony of azhavas and be lmp~:ossed on tho govo.nrn.ent 

tho fact that the bill would never ,benefit the m&iiildP.Xa 

section and eubnJ..tted that the government trJOra bound to 

protoct thoa in prose~"v.1ng thou ancient low of 1nbor1tance.1 

rk&en Krishnan A san and Padnanobhan Vatdhyar rc;presented tht 

government ogoinst tho passago of tho Eahava Regulation tn 

t.he AsGm~bly, c. Krishnan Vu1dhycr, a cupporter Qf tbG.b111, 

pointed out th4t tno representation rna do by the t\110 man bus 

~ould· not ba taken a e l'eflocting tho opinion Qf the Ezbeva 

COti'mUnity.2 

In E!)itc of tho opposition the govornnont \\'aS C«npGlled 

to poy duo regard to tho oontimanto of tho mu jority eect1.on of 

tho r.ocie\Y ond po osed the till into law on 12 Pebl'uozy 1925.3 

The Eahavo s Regvlu't1on of J.92:) p~ovided for p-Urt1tion of the 

Ezhavo .Shgvp,zb~ .t.n respect of toJ:avags_ ar,d ird'lel'itance of 

of the monbers in each und (b) that pttrtit1on should 9ive 
only tho right of onjoymont and not thut of alienation. 
mg~e..ef ,tnm !]Fit:· •. uJ.m Poeu&or A§§Oi1.2l.X• 17th Session 

t: 2 , P•. 2. 



the f atbe• s self ocquirect p~e.rty. 1 Thus tho Eahavo 

Rogulation (Regulation Ill: of 1100 ( 1925) settled the 
- ' 

probltmn l'o1at1ng to ma~"~icge, euccoselon, fom11y monaganent 

Dnd partition among tho Szhavas. The Ezhava Regulation ~'1ils 

certainly an achievanent of the s. N. n. P. loaders• conGlstont. 

attsnpt for more thDn ono docado in tbo sr:1t.~ul£m PopulaJ: 

Aseanbly. 

Beofoz-e tho ooc1al ref om activ1 tios of sroe Narsyona 

Guru and the formation of tho s. N.D. P. Yogcm, the social 

t:ofome.ro of 19th and 20th centuries bad taken up the lssuo 

of taporonce Ds a part of thei.l' refo.r:m work. the tenperance 

aglt.u'tion in Indio is gonerally connected with the process of 

sanetu:o1tizot1on and •ostex-n1sat1on. 2 The influence end 

J,rnportance of theao two process &re not to be 1gnorod. 

1. :t&vqk~PnVilh Fo_.uDry-t.1arch 1925• pp.330-4.L. 
Accor ng to Raghavieh, tho then .Cowan of Travancore, tho 
Ezhova Bill tG&1eh is an important piece of soeial leg1elo
tion purports to deflno end amond the law relotiny to 
morriogo succooslon, partition ilnd fcnlly monugc:ment anong 
tho Ezhoves J. ••• • _._1 I thlnk that this bill as· passed by 
the Council, oughT to ~neet the log1tim..,te \"Ashes of all 
sections of the eocwunity. 
Dov.:un• s Addrone, REaS!idinga of §!:1 MUlQ!:! fPJ.'U.tlPE ~,•oapblX• 
1924, p.21. 

2. \~1lo o g!"Oup of Indian writors like 1.1. N. srcon1vosan huve 
eonnect.nd tho liquor question \dth the S&ns1tr1t tradition, 
(::. ;1_ ~~n1vc .::..\•1, ,ORti!-\1 • pp.387-8), 
tt1e t:ngli.sh w.r:itorsk.e Luey Cl.u:zo~ll hove 1ntimatoly 
connect.Gd the tEmperance agitation in India in the late 
19th centulbs with 'the tanperto.~nce ug1tut1on in England. 
See, .Lucy Cbrroll, 0 0r-ig1no of the Kay&sthtl Tenporance 
Movonent,• 'e ~nf!'eD.f&Qn:'J~' anRJf-;;a& History ijeyiep, 
OecembQI" !9 • o ,XII, No. • PP• -4 • 
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In Indln ono of tho firet refomers tho modo the 

'tanperanee as a cruc::lal 1ssuo t:Ja& Swami Narayana (17?1•1930) 

of Gujarat. Stmm1 Naraycno sect p.ropogotod the need of 

&"onounc1ng alcoho1. 1 But in the ~rly st.ages th1s tanper

&nce ~s confined to a ft!IW individuals '~o 9sve expression 

to tneu v1et.'VS 1n the,i..e general und occasional VC"iting s and - . . . 
spoocnos. By the second half of l~tb centu~ • dU~ to tho 

llCUvJ.Ues of .sa&lpada BeneJxooe, 2 th• Anglo lnd1an TGnpc:

anee Assoeicrtion, 3 the Kaye~ba 'fttaporonco Assoc1at1on,4 
. . . ., ' 

the Indian soc1al conference. 5 and tho Indian National 

1. Charles H. Heisnath, IOdlfaf;\&on!ll-&. •n4 &nd!! soc;tal 
Ad O,XlD • Bern bay .1964 • PP• . . • 

2. sset.pade eann&J' jee, a Benga.l social reformer • started a 
Tenporaneo sociotv in his Olo'Vfl native town Bar~nagar 1n 
.1.863 lind latw thls societY was closoly affiliated with 
the Bengal Tc;mporanca society of Calcutto. His tanper
anee movonent very highly !.nf luoncod «.long tho vJOrking 
clc so ·eoctlorr of ·BDrDnagar. 
~ lb1on RD lLt ~UQltoi r Dan or joe, An n n Puth 1 B 1 

h ; o o a a a a a s ae 
ox or (11lpt s .ress n. • P• • soe u so. 

· Dlposh Chotaoborty • "'SOs1p9da Baner joa: '"' study 1n the 
Natul"e of the Pu st Con1aet of the Bengal BhDcb:alok with 
t:ork1ng Class in Bengal,• ~~n tliGorisal 6aJ.fM• 
July 19 "l) t Vol. II, No. I, pp. · • 

3. The hnglo Indian Association wan £o.mod in London 1n 1983 
by t-=. s. coino and Samuel sn.t.th, two l1b~ol mGnbors of 
Br1t1ch Parl1l.tilent. Tuey took up the leadership of a 
nwber of <Anti•llt'inld.ng moveaent in lnd1a. 
~o,Lucy Carroll, Qe.ci~& 

4. leiS!. • PP• 432-4 7. 

5. Tho .tndiun t.ocial Conforenco during its lOth seseion at 
CDlcutta in 1996, ~seuesed tho issue and p&ssed resolution 
1n favour of the taaperance raovenent. see, 
C. Y. Q\lntanan1, &DsU:tn sqciul Befog Masks!• 1901, 
Appondix , P• 312. 
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Con~oss,1 tho oarlior 1ndividuol offoJ:ts had boccrno woll 

orgonizod and q stcmatic. Tborefore. 1n .192.1., \...t&Gn tbo 

s. N. D.P. Yogam took up tlliG ie&Uo as a pert of their ooclol 

roform activitios, NOnhern India and scmo pDrts of 

fjadras prosldency2 anti-drinking beecme an important mov&

mont € or socitJl purity. liVen 1f sroe Naray C)IU) Guru tlnd the 

s. N. o. P. Yogam t-101:0 not tho pr-ecur-sors of ant1•dr1nk1ng 
.. 

movcm.ont tho movonont lttuncbOd by sree Nor~ana Guru .snd 

the ~N.D. P. Yogem agD1nst intenperance "vas vary eonsp1cuoue 

and more notic;Q..~ulo than 'tho attenpt of any othor soeiill 

rofol'm~s and organizations for tcmporance. Becouso by 

tho1r anti•drink1ng movanent sroe Hc:lrayena Gtcu. and tho 

.L. N.D. P" Yogam openly declDrod a 1.141" not only against tho 

ao callod trcld1t1onal occuptltion of the canmunity but oleo 

again&'i tho most lucrative?. and monopolistic .business of 

their community and tho 11volyhood of a good nv;nber of tho 

amavae. 

2. In r.1DdtDs Presidoney D for:J indivicruols liko Vontt(Jta IlDtnam 
f¥l1du, VoereG011nga:~ end G. subramonya AJ.yor \'::Ore activo 
against 1nta:rpronce. 1-\CcOJ:ding to Vonkota Ratnam 1\\?idu, 
•to on Indion temperance hos no other cuttaningo lt donotos 
nothing othc.a: than t\l abstinence. n QUoted 1n, 
If. Rc:l¢..lu:1 chnan(,l ehilryulu, QD, cl,;t., • · p. 299 ~ 

3. During tho period bettu-aen 1911-1920 ( 1000..l09fJ r.1 E) tho 
danand fo;: 4naclt und todc.)' 1nt;reDsod 47 por cent end 50 
por crent rocpectively and tho tnccoo of th() J3ahuva 0 G4lrned 
par your about 70 lukha of rupaes frc:m toddy bus1neos. 
P.K. l'.lDdhilVan, SPe sc1;t •• pp.437-4S. 



In Trovancore tho Ezhova community whoso Mclusive 

avoce1tion v:ila 'toddy tapping,. launchod a movsnont for 

obol1sh:ing aleobol.t.c drink in the1~ provine o undor thoU 

sp1ritu.al leador Stoe Ncirayana Guru and tho oducated E.tlcavao 

like r. 1(.. tiadhavan with the aim of hdving solf purification 

tlnd attaining sociol Gtatu a ·and ~elf . .l'eepeet. tbl& would 

1n turn "quol1fy•• them to entu tl')e tanples .... a place ~oro 

tllev h..Ad hitherto boen prevented fro:n entering on account 

of tho1r ••filthy!} :profession. Ayyappan says tnat, 

sroe ~roy ana Guru and tho Eahava lecder s wero of 
the viet"l that adher(!Jneo to the occupOtion of 
manufcctur1ng and selling of liquoz w~n one of tho 
fact~s ~.hich contr1butod to tho l0\.1 casto stiltue 
of .tho lravas. Il::Dvas of. oconcmic stotue took 
pride in cla~ing that it is only tho poorer 
Irsvoo r.ho \&Joro tappers.·l · 

Palpu strongly believed that tho roason for the degradation 

of the Ezhovos 'in tho society was that sane of thQn l-Jore 
2 engaged in tho r.lwnufac'ture 10nd solo of intoxicating drinks. 

t11th tho eprood of soci..,rol1g1oos uct1v1'\1oo of tho s.:am1 

and education umong the SZl\iJYas, d sociol stigma r..<ae 

Dttochod to drinking clnd conetGption of 11quox became taboo. 

Tho ~;preud of educut1on hdd infu&ecl in the Ezh~vaa a higher 

acnae of di9nity of profession. 3 TheJ:efore. the nl.IDbeJ: of 
I 

toddy topporo decroasod &ly bY dcly. According to .~&vEtkOdf.!x$!1 

. 
1. ~-a. "fYllppan. s&aA noyo&etg~ j.n a 1l£Au'a 'l1UL19SJ J.\ 

~u~U in Q.t~turg ,Q!Dngg. P• • . 

2. R;&xa'\e faeex;s .e( ~tl£• pgle,u. P1lo No.4, p.99. 

3. t.a<. Velu P1llu1, .aa1 c1t,, Vol.lil, p.l3• 
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in 1912, out .of 1,000 \"$)rkccs only J.l.O eontinuod tho1r so 

callod traditional oceUpat1on1 and it woe i'lgoin roduced to 

a p~ com in 1921~ 2 In the 18th annual mooting of ttto 

Yogam th1eh t:as held .at Ka~nagappolly in Juno 1921, pCJ esod 

unan.tmouGJ,y a %'$solution of T. K. 1.1adh.ovcn calling tho 

Eahavoo to stop cc:nplotoly toddy tapping end 'liquor bu Glnoss, 

\-.hich bilmpeJ'ed social progroso and moral status Dmong the 

E&hovss ond contributed to Dn infel'1or1ty fooling to:mong thaa. 3 

In tho 20th e>nnuril mooting of tb<l Y'og~ another resolution 

was passed for soc1o1 boyc;ott of dJ:unltards ond those ongagod 

in 11 qUOr, industry. 4 

' ' 

Sroo NDrayanc Guru Dttackod tho dl'1nlt ovil on two 

grounds · v1z. 1 ooctal and economic. Ho found that liquor v;a s 

ono of tho fundioental c~uGos of tho doter1oration of society. 

Hio conclusion ~o that tho avila of drink GUCh tls drUnkanneoa, 

vJ.olonce, looo of t;OI'k tJnd monay, Jopover.t.tb society both 

socially Dnd ~oncc1c41ly. socidlly it t'muld lead to the 

incrooeo of cr~e in society and clso 1t ~~ld ruin tho 

health of its addicts. Economically it t"JDG one of the couaos 

for 1mprov0¥'1d'ment, pr1oe;r1ly anong the pooreJ" sections of 

soc.loty. s:oo Noroyana Guru like &-.ls1pada Bant!I'Jeo5 showed 

1. Y&x 0t;.gd2Y:e5h 1\.tovaabor-Docanbor 1912 (Vrlsch1kam 1oaa l.:lG) ,p~47, 

2. ,.c;oowa of IDcliD xrav.nrutP.U• .Report 1921, p.!Z. 

a. ~Dij~tu~u~, 12 r~.:Y 1921, p.3. eoe also, 
Th p SLfFe of tho lath Annual uooting of thG s. N. o. P. 

Y09um, Wo. • · , · 

4. KS£DlQ !iCJ.m'M.4:\, 24 t\c!ty 1923, p.3. 

5. SOr.;1podo Bilnorjeo etaned e tGparanco soci<rty among the 
locol foctorv WOJ:'iters at aaranogcr for rGnov1ng working 
clll as fl.'a:l tho ov1lo of ~ink and disciplining the labour oro 
ty J:cmov1n~ ov1l o li.ko drunkonnosa. 
SOOt DJ.por)l ChokroiXlrty, S'!b\• Sit$, , PP• 339-64. 
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koon :Lnterast to rofom tho poor agriculturnl and field 
. ' ' 

luboux-ol:'s like tho Par.ayes, tho Puloyas cmd tho Szhavas 

fl'ora thG evils of ctrinlt gnd d1scipl1ning than t:t rc;moving 

evils lUto <k'unlio~eos and teaching them •Cliddlo ·closo 

virtuas of industry, ~b1t1on. sobrioty und thr1ft. 0 Tho 

m0\1vo behind his anti ·c:~rintd.ng movGDont \..:Oa for making 
. ' . 

a sot1Gfoetocy· lifo of poor labourer~ 1'\dfJrosa!.ng a 

, P.uleya 6aGC!Dbly at t!luttath~r& (Tr1vanc:b:'un) ·in 1916 Snany 

sa1cb 

Pulayae lC!ck money· and oducoUon. Tbeoo deficinocioo 
should bo lilDd& up. Education 1 o tbe chief thing. 
once 1't is hod. money, eleonlinoss ate. ~®ld follow. 
lt is \"/rong to sDY thot y .,u hovo no woalth. You aro 
yoursolf t~o"'Dlth. You earn money 'overy O£¥ by your 
v .. -ork. BUt you t'Jaato 1t - euv on drinko. If you sot 
opllrt one anna Q dOY for a common fund you een educDto 
your childron J. •••• _.j you ehould st~ the hGbJ.t of 
drinking. Her®ftor. you ,£hould not ollot>J your 
children ~.o drink.. aven aldaro mould try to atop 
tho habit. It is for cuch P.urposen thDt you should 
gather in aas6nbliof J.. •• ,.J end di.ccusa your probl<r.lo 
tmd dO tho noodful. , 

~oo Norcy 6110 Guru had a oevcro c:ontonpt ~o tho ptof eeoion 

of toddy tapping and toddy ti.lpporo. Oneo ho humorouoly 

rGJur!tod thot tho ~nlfe .vbic:b uaod for tapping chould bo cut 

into four p1ocos Dnd oo usod do ruzor in a burbc:: dlcp for 

shoving. 2 In a tloosage sent by Guru on 27 August 1920, h.o 
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condc;mnod toddy tapping and liqu~ tJ:aff1c by stotlng 

that "L1quor la polson. It should not bo raonufceturect, 

cerved or drunlt. The toddy tapper• s body 1.11..11 stink• hls 

clothes v.,'ill stink, his houaa will stin~ and 1.'llhatovm: he 
' ' ~ l I ' 

t·ouehos ·\"1111 stink. •1 The drinking habit ttaving beon 

eu.tversely aff octod the $0Cl:al ·ptogresa• self t'Eisriect and 

mental ·poceo of f &niliqs, sz:-oa Naroysna r-...uru adviood 

pooplo to cut off the toppers and d.runkardo. He \r*'O& 

C'CXDp$1'1ng toddy ~uwin~ with ploguo iJnd lept:osy. 2 There

fore. bct soJ.cb ' 

As \OJO cut off ~o dieecood 11mb. s:.> tbo tappers 
thould bG cut off f:tcm noc.iot.y. \'Jo should have 
no sOCial talatio."tu vlith than. ,en tnoy give 
up tapping wo Clay teko thGil back. 

r.h on Motay ana Gutu ~orpor4tod p.toh1b1 Uon 1n hie proeram:ne 

of eoe1e1 rofor.m, thoro tr:aa on unprecedented owaken1ng 1n 

the onti~o soc1et.y. Due to the 1nfluonco of the swami, o 

number of drunkt~rds, toddy &bop agent~; ~nd toddY tappers 

ttoro frood ftan tho shoekles of thDt ov11 hQbit. 4 \ltlle 

J.n other parte of lnd1et the .tenpOl'onco movuaent oppearod 

to hove been c::onftnod rnoetly to urban aroas,5 1n KerolD it 

~as. 1ndood, duo to tho influence of sroe NarDyan& Guru, 

1. «hgdho~~£h sez>tanbor-Q:'tobor 1920 (Konni 1096 MD) • 
ol:3, 1ii<),u • p.l.62. 

~~ . 

2. SrJC:A1 lllorm~th~tnan. Ifle frgpbtS rRf Esm;e. p.47. 

3. 111\9. 
4.· Ks:alq ltqU.:UKSi• 22 June 1922, p.4. 

£), V. Ramalu:1.(bnat:lllChDryU1Ut QR•Qi$1 t p.3lO. 



<this aovenont bocaroo wida f.Pread in tho U#ban and :rural 

a.ceue. As it was oesentilll e problen that hit. the poor 

ooctlons, SJ."ee ~ayana GUX'U and tho ~ N. D.P. Yog&m took 

the messogo of tesper4nt:G to .,be_ messes. 

The rco~n \..tllch .lncSuced the ~avo m1ddlct class 

fQJ.t launching a e;:mpcign for renouncing the most luCJ'atJ.ve 
t ~ • r 1 • r 

buo1neGO of tapplng end vending of tDdct/ ond the manufacture 
t ' I ' • 

snd oale of tJJ:~>cck was not only t.o in"oaso social etatua 
' ' 

an~ a~lf .tGS$)GCt bu1. alt» to putify thennelvee to a~ek 

ectnission to 'tho casto tsnplos ~o 11 quallty• th~solvee for 

·the ont&"Y and thus to 9et 1nto tho govOl'r:nent. oenice. At 

thot tltle tbe appointment in tho govornnont ssvlce r-.aa 

conGidored to be o prestigious t.h1ng and the goverr.:tent 
. ' . ' 

GJployoos hod Vet:V many ptlvilogGs in tho eocletv • Out. this 

p~1vlloge \":Ss mostly reGU"icted to the circle of the caste 

Hindus, t.'lost. of tho off1eos ~:oro rtr.lainGd to be 1neceesa1blo 

to the non-cooto Hindus and tho non-tlindus. By tb1s time, 

DllVllSt;4m being a pon of tho ReVenue ~l.lrtlent, th1e 

lorgoot dG,!>Dlrt.Taont \-Al1ch p.rovi.dod <1bout. &0 per cent of the 

total jobe in Travaneore \"Jere elosod to the non-Hindus ond 

the non-co.ato Hindus. Theroforo. tho Eahova ol1tao mlght 

havo thought that the entrance to tho goverrment service 

w.ls poosible only through the entrance of the coste HindU 

tccploa. Thoy folt thut the entr<lnce to tho caste Hindu 

tGnples raust be possible only aftel' purifying ttuDealves. 

A~ th£Jt tk:le thoro WO!:t a strong bo11of among tho Eztwva 
./ 

loaders that tho manufoeturin~ and sol11ng of liquor ~\is ono 
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of the fact ox- s that contributed to tho low cost o stD\u e 

of tho Eabavas. 1 The:refOJta• they might have though'~; of 

~enoune1ng tho mcnuf Dctus-e and th$ eslo of intoaiccltlno · 

drinks. 

Though the lnd1an National congress had pa ssod 13 

number of .resoluUons .agalnet 1ntenperanco and tho ~bf\.idu 

policy of tho goveinnent ftom the time of its inc option, 

they did not 1ncludo ant1-dr1nk1ng as Cl pan of. their. 

progrsmmo. During the timo of the rust civ11 disobedience 

moVG'llent, ao a pu-t of its construet1vo· progranme, tbc 

Congl"ees odOp'ed picketing and boycot.t:Lng of liquor nhep s. 

But Narayana Gul'u had ad\foca'ed tot£&1 abstinence frcm 

dt.in!ting much earUe:r: thiln !:ts J.nclu e1on 1n the con~oso' s 

prog~emme. Tberefo1'&1 wnen the COngrosg otaned the 

p1ckot1ng and boycott of liquor shops, Koralitau\ found 

nothing now in lt. Nevorthelos,, tho policy of con~ess 

gavo added Gnphasis to the 'tanperanco mOVEment. A't that 

timo tho populill'ity of l:lahetma Gandhi and hie ideology 

began to wr~d a:tong 'tho peoplo Dnd nationalist feeling 

ol co bogcn to epread Qll ovc It orale. Tho people like 

T.t<. t.1Ddhavan \~-.tro tho foll.O\V!ll's of Stoo ~rcyaM Guru ond 

Ganclh1ji a11kc2 t:ben they found tho same ideology of the 

1. D 
1\• nyy oppvn • ,.('~;;;;;;.;;;;;;.;:r...u:'""'"::;,c:::;:.:=.:::;,:,:,....=:.z...;...:.:r.:::::::::.::::.l::.:::....:.=.~~ 



Sl::$al, in t.lehDtma Gandh1 it notuz:ally 1ncZOOGGd their 

onthusia rsn ond vigour. · 

fran the vur bog1nn1ng the s. N. 14 P. , Vogan held to 

faco vory many d1ff1cultiz:oo. (lhd p.roblGlo o1thor fran tho 
' . 

govaranent oide or ftcxn thou own canmun1t.y. 111s fat oe 

tho govermont was concerned ~;b!!ssi. and excioe t"f.lG one 

of the main source~ o.f ~no inccno of .the &tt.~to. 1 Th1o 

eeonanlc tnotivo bad. indoad• prGVontod tho govornnont not 

only fran 'coaporoting with this nlOVQlletlt but DlGO t.O .. 

pel'ouada thGn to auppross thl.:o 4nt1•dt1nt:.1ng mov(Jllont and 

a·l GO t;Ought ·to ooko liquor item cereals \"Ji thout. tho holp 

of.tho Ezhavae. 2 Tho prohibition movGTlont anong tho Ezhavsa 

t..:ao beset t"lith sor1ouo problem c. t.hon tho s. N. o. P. YooDm 

paosod s rosolution in ito 20th annual mooting for social 

boycott of drunkdl'do end topporo. o stro~g protoot \108 

orgcnioocl by il section of the f3Zhc.lvas against this resolution~ 

Thoroforo, Y~ had to fight on tho ono Gido ogainot tho 

goverr:oent Dnd on tho other o1do r:ith D section of ~hob 

Or$1 CCX'Z)UOity • 

But T.i~ Modhava~. G. Ya-ichnan and otnar GzhfJVo 

1 eo~cr o rJi tllout tah1ng '\hq cppo ci tion oer1ou sly atert ed 
' 

thoir cc:apoi9n fat' tho abolition of liquo.r businot.u3t boycott 

1. Tho~h Tr.:Jvt.~ncoro tJilG £ln agrlculturcl countt"Y, in 1931, 
t.hilo agr1cultw:o conuibutad l. 7.6 per cent of the total 
inco:no to tho state rovenuo, tho contribution on tho pan 
of exc1oe Dnd cuotome was 34. 1 per cent. .sao. 
l£!uru;prg iPP...fAAM!lt 2oJ:Mlc:ql 2£'W1~Pa pp.24-2G. 

2. soo the convorsotlon botneen t.l(. t1odhovon ond MohDtme 
GDndh1 i'c;:>rodUcod 1n u.K. Sanoo, 9P•SUa• p.40s. 

3. }tru}:D l'i,s1J!3UrJ~. 14 Juno 1~23. p.l. 
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of toddy chops and d1 GUO ding tho Ezbova o frcm toddY tapping. 

- ljany voluntoor ~tgania.ationo like the sarmorgadaYinl 1n 

Pllrovoor, tho Karth11t.oppa11Y Eabav~.t scmajca end tho Eahova 

tAflbejono sabh.a in Kott&ylilm took l.eeding pe1rt 1n tho movanont. 1 

A& o consequoneo of those consistent !!Ctivl'tlee of th~ Yogam 

and its locDl iind aff111atod organ1&at1ons, "* mrnber of 

ctrunkorde1 toddV tappets. contractors end liquor buslnoas 
• c' i 

men took tho vow of abst1none a. 2 .In IJ mooting OJ:"gon1aed by 

tho .emova t.~anojana· sabho of Kottaysn in Volur S.n 1922 under 

tho pros1dent#Up of T.K. t.tatjhavan, twenty tm toddY 'ebop 
' 

sgont s ond a nuaber of tOddy tappora had tDl'en a pledge to 

Qbeta1n from toddy tapping and todcY busiooaa before tbe 

portrAit of sree tJo~ayana <fun. 3 This mooting J.mraediately · 

propoood a sctu.mo for stoning an indUstJ:Y by investing o 

capital of Rc.10,000 for prov1d1ng jobs for thooe nho hod 

sto&Jpod toddy t"pping ~nd liquor 1ndU etJ:Y •4 . DUe to the 

strenuous ofiort.o of T.l~ Uadhovan and othor hoterodox 

youths o n'l3bar of muso moot1ngs \':01'0 orgcn1zod ot Alle.:»PY• 

t.1oantl'lo1DlckarD in Tiruvolla, Rconkarc, Karthikoppally and 

other places 1n botwocn tho yeflrs 1921-245 llgoinst 

1nt(;Qpcrance. Uoroovor, theso public mootings and the 

1. 1121s!w, 22 June 1922, p.4, 

2. Jb,&SS, 

3. l bJ._c!s. 
4. lei.d,. 
5. P.l{. t1uds'l'!vc:m, ,gp,..Q.la-1 Vol. II, pp.439-9. 
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ve1:nvcular paper o like lf&V.Sk2d!Jt:Ph QQRt!Jal!limar:&& and 

~@ttl~fl ·l<o.wunl alsO attac:kod evils of drinking ond tho 

1nd1ffel'enco of ;;.flo govornmont 1n not taking stern oeocuroo 

.ogainst 1ntG"DPeranee. Ac a result of ~eso. uctiv1t1es. s 

favo~ablo atmoephere was cX"ooted in T:ravancoro in favota" 

of anti-drinking. 

Tbe.meoting hold at Kartbikappally on 29. saptcrnbor 

1922 ( 13 Kann1 J.09S t•Hi) organized a «vigildnco*' cet:Jmi ttoe to 

find out £Jnd to repox:t tho violut1on of ('•bka£& -regol.ation by 

tappots, contractors, sbopo\-.;nors, sollers C~nd excise· 

offic1olo. 1 for tho ttno\"'lodge of 0 v1g1lclnco· camtl1ttoe,• in 

Do~tiJ&miiD&• ~~~dhovan pub11ebod tho rules of 1'\amau Regula

tion t.-Jllcb dealt \11th t.app er Gt contractors. thop ormors, 

oollcra nnd oxc1se off1c1olc. 2 Thio vigilanco comittoa 

functioned vary· elncorely in TJ:Dvancore. Thua tho movEOent 

bccat:lo strong Dnd \"JldoGJ>rODd 1n tt larger aroa of Trovoncore. 

Tho dee! cion of oxeanmunicotton of tapper o fran the 

ooc1oty und the odVioo of tho Yog~ to ito ccrnmun1ty nu.tnbero 

not to blcl tho shops c.lt tho timo of ncmt ouct1on of 1922, had 

croatod very good J.mpac:t .among the peoplo. Thareaftor, 1n 

11ou of exceaoive ca:npoti.tion of prov1ouo yoor s for Duct1on1ng 

tho dlops, th1s year (1922) tho ntmbor of ~uctloners v~sre 

loon thon tho total 11\QbCJ: of ehopo. In Kottayum t.taelf out 

1. !!':ada.. P• 339. 

2 • .l!'lida t pp.448-66. 
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of 69 Ghops only 41 \"JCO auctioned and out of tbls 41 shops 

only 30 Q'GI'e auct1onod by the ·EIJlcvas. 1 Due to thi& 

indiffereneG of "tho sanavaa to\1&l"d$ thoU' •tl'ad1tiona1• 

occupation during th.o p_.lod of J.922•23 tho govm:tment h&d 

ll loaa· of foUl" lakho of rupees f~om tho 1tc:m of ~tma£1. 2 

The thx'oat of exconmun1cnt1on of tllpper St 'tho adVise not to 

bid tho chops at tho 'timo of auction by the s. N. O..P. Yog&m 

ond tho consequent result of tho QJ>oat loss of Rs.4 lacs 

fx-cm the 1tan of f\aisA£1 bed caused anx1Gty to the Governnent 

of !ravaneoro. Tborefo~:~, tho govornmont wau thinld.ng of 

Implementing t"-t) solutions to ov·ercome this 9J'&Ve condition: 

( 1) They had an tntention to stal't a sehool for lmpartlng 

tbo &.rt of toddy topping to the mGnber G other than tho 

Ezhav£Js! and {2) to make liquor fran ceroalG. 4 But when 

the attanpts faJ.lod the govcmem declded to sUppress 

tb1s movement ov foRe. Al'.rest and lmpJ:Iisoment b3came 

very cO!IUDon, 5 This arrest end 1ncarc0l"Dt.lon J.nstoad of 

stopping the raovcmont, increased ito vigour l.lnd vitality. 

A number of protos\ mootings were o~gllni&ed ot Tr1VDndrtm9 

1. l$pula JSaynyd1, 22 Jung 1922, p, 4, 

2. P. K. Uadhavan, Ril• c1t.a, Vol. Il, PP• 446. 

3. seo tho conversation betfJoon t.'lohotmoji and T. K. f..\adhoviln 
on prob1b1 t1on "9PX'OdUc ed in 
l.l,l<. sonoo, lib !tJ:t1 • p.408. 

4. J.aS· ci$. 

5. Q'l 9 NoVGDber J9Z (24 Thulom 1098) shr1 t.1, tladhaven, 
tho socrotary of the Liquor Ab011t1on $a)it1 and a 
ntDber of oth()ro ,.-;ere orroatod t.tnd i&lpr1sonod under 
section 90 oi Travancore Ct1m1nal code. 
P.l<. tHldi)OVan, SR• cit,, Vol, II, p,440. 
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AllqJPYt and QUllon against tho gov.-nmcmt..ol sUppression~ 
theso moetings continued its crUSDde against the evil by 

ellposlng the oconanic motives of t.be govorrment tn not 

taking stern m~suros against 1ntanpeJ:anco and 1n suPpressing 

the movG'Jlent of the Yogam. This cr1Ucltta was QlSO "i.tga1na't 

thO srst.an of, Ductionlng' liquor shbps Do lt f'DU14 g1ve great 

indUcenent to the pJ:omotion of the 11quo:r tJ:Uff1c. 

In 'be meDnvhiilo tho s. N. o. P. y;ogam approached r.1. E. 

U«Jdhava Va:.t.er:. tho 'then leadel' of tho Leglslative Council, 
.. ~ 1 ( j 

to introduce a resolution in travancoJ:"o leg1slature on 

p~toh.ibJ.tion. Oft 23 Novebm: 1922 {8th VJ:1sch1kam 1098 taG) 
> • • 

vanS.er introduced a ~esolutlon fel" asking the govel'ment to 
. . 

paso an order to usa o1chaho11c drinks only for medical and 

1ndustr1o1 purposos and to b4n the production and lalp0%'t of 

liquor. 2 As a consequence of this zoesolutS.on, on oxciee 

· canmlttoo was appointed· bV tho goverment to studY the 

problGn. Q'l the baols of the tcc0li:tlendat1on of thio ca:~mittoe 

goverrcent decidod to intl:oduco p~ohib1t1on gradUally in o 

lioltod p<n:iod of time. 3 Ao this reply W4ls not ostiofoetoJ:Y 

to Uodhovan ~nd hlo colleagues. tbey revived their movanent 

tioro vlggrously. eventuully tho govorrmont prcxaisod tbot thg 

drinking w;:,uld bo prohibited totallY within a period of 40 

yearn of time. 4 Perhaps re~Jliaing that it v.~Us Smpoosi.ble to 

1. 11li<J,. pp.J.4l•2. 

2. lb&da. p.439. 

3. 191JL. 
4. '!z&da , P• 436. 



. gGt full cooporot1on fl'«a tho govornmerrt to wt.pe out the 

ovil ecmplG'toly, t1adbavan and b:Lo eo-worltors had lo occept 

tbe euggostlon of gradUol reduction of tho nunber of toddy 

and lJrreclt ohopo in a coUI'so of 40 yooro time. Thio was 

co.-toinly a groot ocbiovaont of tho Yoga..11. 

klthough the sovanent twd suc:coodGd 1n croetlng a 

feeling c:mong tho Eahavao th&t 't.hGJ.r 0 trodt.tlonill" occupation 

of topping .and voncS1ng of toddy \tills, an inferior oeeupot1on 

&nd a notablo do;roaGo \"IDs found in 'tho ps-oblGll of oxcooeivo 
' 

drinking, .t.\ htid faUod to fulfil the 4Q)irDt1ons of tho 

swany· to cut off th1 a occupation from tho ED'lava s 11nd to 
' 

ltoep poOiJlO aw11f from tho habit of dr1nk1ng. Th1o _partial 

fD1luro of tho movQllent · vmo mainly due to three reasons. 

stiff oppostion on tho part of tho govorRnenit the indiff or

onc.o of a GGCt1on of the eahova loaders end finolly topping 

tc:a s the oolo moans of livelihood of e good ntrllboJ: of poople. 

Tho stiff oppoeltion of tho goVQJ'I'Imont ~d &lJ:'oody b(}on 

dioc;useod. Tho Yogcm loadero lllte P.olpu and C. v. Kunjura.:1on, 

though thoy \"Joro not oppooed to \hie movmont did not 

strongly etJ,?por\ this movsnent. "'C~":ording to Palpu, •it was 

the only available moans thor had of getting back at least 

a portion of ~ho enomous cuzno tnot t'11UO being sy atanatically 

~stod hero on tho co callod Srobains in tho ncmo of God ond 

ro11g1on. el Aftar hio rotirenent in 1919, Pulpu stanod a 
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•non-alchaholic: madhu canp~ign° and viod to develop his 

c~un1ty' s "Vad1tiono1 oec:Up'Jtionu ae ~n 1nduatxy. 1 Tho 

GS'le \~li1'f c. v, Kunjuzo£mon also did not cooperate ~4th thio 

movenent. The 1nd1fferonc;o of tllo loaders llko &<.unjuranon 

and Palpu \"'SS mainly beccuse of econcu1c reason. It should 

be noted that toddy tapping bud bean tho only livelihood of 

. many .of the .poor f l:m11les of Ezbavo ccm:nunity through out 

Kerala. FOJ' many people, tapping t-JGs the. solo moano of · 
; \ 

livelihood ond ita suddon stopp4go would have t"ondorod than 

jobloss. Therof"':r:e, tho prDCJ!Ihltic a:nong tho emavas liko 

c. v. ltunjurcr.u:m ond Palpu did not coop orate with tho ideue 

·of tho Guru Dnd othor nationalist oinded loodore like T. K. 
. . 

l.1adhcv.ttn. Thus duo to tho J.ndiff'el:'onco of saao pro:Jlnont 

le-adcro and the oppooition fzcm e sect.1on of ccn11un1ty und 

the govorroent the tonperaneo moveaont dld not really 

auccood." r.1~ny continuod to top end to drink. 

Tho ideological struggle ogoinst liquol" bueinetis 

floundered agu1nGt tho h£lrd roclto of reality. Ther0¥'1ora not 

. many avonues loft for thooo ~o \1;)uld be rendm:ad jobleae ao 

a conoequenee of the movenent. In othor t~do, tho material 

conditions •r.te:ro not conducive for 'the s.sccostl of the strugf()lG. 

fl.\ tho Q.Qme tioo, many buo1nos& mon, tcype.te ¢nd contractors 

\-;ho had talton tho voe,, of otopping tho liqUor trode pointod 

to tho fact that norrotJ oconOClic solf 1ntoroot need not pro-

v ont tho occ eptc · .co of an ideology d\1eh stood again ot 1 t. 

1. for detoils obout h1s act1v1t1os for 0 non-£Jlcheho11c mDdS'lu 
campo1gnu GOOt E;;ivotg fiRS:P q.,i D£a ,P,ttlS,!Jt filo Nos.l & 2. 
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Uti!t "W!e\!'lst IQ;!Q[&S1 ~il\f&;l '!!tQYQ1AAIU:XX 

All soc1al refoxmer n of modern India fran Raja 

Ranmohan Roy to Ambodluu: had roguded CDsto1un as 'the 

main cause of India's eoc1a1 GVil. The Brdwo samaj, the 

Prarthana s;maJt the AryB samaj, the RGnaks'idlna 1":\ission, 

the Theosophical society and noarly almost all refol'lll 

organ1zct1ons and rofoxmors not only ralsed 'their voice 

against tho e~ste svsten. but e>lso, hold tho vlo¥'1 that cesto 

$hould no longer continue. .Even J.f those organizations Dnd 

refo~tnors wGro .:tnti caste and mado constant rsfe.reneo to the 

ea ate S'/ stan &a 'the root of India• s social 111, none of thGn 

except Jot1D:J Gov1nd Phulo, tbo founder of the SDtys shodak 

.sataa j ( 1873) • Sl'ee NaJ'ayana Guru, ono of the foundore of tho 

s. N. D.P. Yogam (1903) and B. R. Ambedk.-, tho organizer of 

tho 1\ll lndiD Deproased Class federation, qV<n;tioned the 

ca&to structure oa sUCh~ The .. ofozmers like Swun1 Dcyanc:mdD 

S<lraswati and Udlatmo Gandhi defended the vedic notion of 
' 

,&haj.bu£Ya£1l! or fout fold d1v1elon of liindu soc1ot.y. 

According to Doyenanoa, a person •vos not. born into Dny xornD 

but he r.tas identified as a Brahmin, Kshotriyo, Va1G)'Cl end 

sudra according. to the kind of life he led. 2 Llke DayanDnda, 

1. Oldrles H. He1meath, Jnfgn NcrtA.gnaA&ta oru;a Hinj3u $QG1£11 
Rqfom, Ben bay 1964 • p. • . 

2. lbid., pp.J.20, 300-301. soo also, 
A.ll. oesa1 •.• ;g1 B.£2Ynd of In~l.tm, t~t&onallmt. Banooy, 
~th od1t1on, o, p. • 
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GDndh1 Ji was also a dGf ender of ,sbaShyrvg,rga, In 1925 • 

during. the time of Vaikkan setyagraha, \'\hen Gandhijl visited 

Kernla, he paid a visit to sroe Narttyana Guru. At that timo 

Gandhiji had talked about the caste theory in Hinduisn and 

he asked t".beth@r it was not according to n&turo to hil"o 

diffe:ent cDsto o.m.ong men. As on oxf)fftplo ho had cited that 

all loaVa$ of the ~e tree woro· not a·llko~ By nature scme 

were big and otbors snall. 1 Tho Snam1 •ploined ·· tbDt the 

jtlce of WGJY leaf was similar 1n quali'\y. Likewise men 
' t . 

- may appear to belong to different kinds but we.ro bo&lcolly 

tho oanifoetati.on of the Slime ossence. 2 

The first movenent of g.oe Narayana Guru. and the 

s. N. n P. YogQJl a~a!nst caste \':las their attunpt to encourogo 

bomogenlty w1thin thQ E&havae. There wer& several subdivisions 

within tho Ez.hava s. the Yoga attenpted to broDk dottm CJll 

those d1 stlnction s. 

secondly thoy Gndeavoured to rl!tlov e tho ea ste atti tudo 

of tho Elhcvas toWDrds thooo castes t.hlch noro supposed to bo 

i.nforior to thUll. Tho Szhuvus troatod the eastes lower to 

than 1n tho ~o \-:ay- as they th<msGlVoo \"JGro trGated by thoso 

obovo, 3 1\ nunbel' of Gzhova tanples \i!Gre not opened to thoso 

1. M,K., sanoo, 09. ciS. • p,441, . 

2. LQS·S~lt 

3, ~ee, Vj.vgko.slf.S• JunC1-I'\ugust 1906 (t.11dhunen-«.arkkodU1ta::a 
J.Otjl fj ~) • p. • 
.l._bid._, OOeS'.lb~ Jan~ry .1.908-1909 ( lllcmu .1084 l.1G), Vol,5, 
Iro:V; p.t>. 
P.l<.. Otllalu:ishnan, "Koralo Navothonathinu Cha. rithrapar'tnoyo 
QrU l.lUl(UVUra,•l9ff0Cl,dfii!lt Q:tober 1977, Vol,3, No. 71 p,32, 
t\ll ovor KorDle, t':IDO vary eom:non that tho Ezhav~s 
practiced untouchability tot"Jardo tho P6:tuy&s and the PulGytJo, 
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~o woro lO\"J<n:' 1n the eaote h1orQrchy • .&. These -coste 

ottitude of Ezhcvas paJ.nod the ~ ve:ry much. 2 He 

edv1 sed tho Sahavas that tho men hll Q only one. ca &to. Sl:'eo 

t.JarQyona Guru and &hodh~an -"yyappan woro the ty,.-o ·staunch 

opponento of this caste fooling of the Szbavaa towards tho 

Pulayas and the Parcyes. . Both of them felt tbot it ~s a 
' 

contr&dict1on, in that \'lh11e tho Ezhllvaa tvore fighting 

ag&inst· pollution ao P!I'Dc:'\icoo by tho caste abovo then, thC1f 

wco 'than solvoo t.roat1ng the Pulqao ond Plll'aya G ooveroly as 
. . . 

untouchoblss. Therefore, thov fol.t that ono of· tho f1~at 

thi.ng to bo done dlould bo to sad1ccte the feeling of 

suPeriority tdl1c.h many Ezhovae entertained. This would et 

the GG\llG time croato the feelS.ng thllt 'they \10Z'G inferior to 

none. 3 Therofore. sroe Nar~yena Guru ro:~lnded the EzhaVDG 

that unlaos they eh~nged their ott1tude towm:'da the 

ccx:ounttios just inferior to thGD 1n the caste &YstG, they 

hDd no right to clamour fot justice. Hence ho told tilent 

H nunber of EzhilVLl tenplos wero not oponed to the Parayas 
and the Pulilyoa. 
ld~, •aru UBdhyDethcn ... Jl'l£OXQRQ ~ru, SPa!&~· pp • ..I.50-G1. 

~::~!a~~:.p~~~A:fif~a~f~~~ ~ru:~:r:9:e~~~~· 
boat en up b't Ezhova s for not having moved off the way to 
ollow the .E&hav~ to pass unpolluted. soc, 
tssalo Kfl!!JHdl• 14 Juno 1923, p.4. 

1. P.,tt. Ualokr1shnan, {}'a£L~'(DDD gy;:u, ~~tf • pp.l50.S7. 
Llurltoth Kunhappa. (~£tiOJll Ji\B.QEun, t, , p.l04. 

2. t.l. r" Ganoo, S!E!t ;it ... , pp. 240-41. 

3. P.It. BDla\riohnon, ~P£"X~D~. Gyrq, p.23Ct. 

• 



You must look uz.>on tbo Pul&9yilG and the 11ko td.th 
lovo. Tho Bzhavas thould bohove towllrd~ thoi:r 
inferior in such o f."J{JY thc:rt thooe dlo doGll thcm
nolvon 6\lporior to tho Eahav~n· should noo and 
loorn fran lt. Tb1s11s o matter you should pay 
sp cciol ~ttontion to: · 

The Uplift of the ccmmun1~1ea liko tho PulayDn were 

considorod by tho ~1 as .o pa•t of hi a l.lfe• s mission. 

t'lthout any d1at1nct1on of eecte, tho ~1 acbttted 

otudento to his A§hA;qm. The students from different . 

commun1t1es lived and. otudiod togothor thcro. 2 In the 

mo!"ning 'thoy V»uld. bath togather ln tho P-lw&yo river. pray . ~ . ' 

together end oet tog other. A number of Hor1 ):ln boys bad 
' . 

boen 11Villt) 1n tho Acbrc:o as boarders. Ho al oo made tbua 

cook food for tho gue"n .and othors. \1lonover a few 

. prttn1ncnt cssto conoc1ouo poople ccmo to Ule i'\ m&c:n. the 

Pulayoo usod to eel1#e food to them. Nay 'ho e::Gm1 even 

introduced to the sorvers to than tolling thct tbey ~o 

Puluy us. 3 H~ taught tho sacred book G frooly to the low 

caato pooplo and insisted thDt tcmploe dedlci>t.ed by hlo 

should bo aceess1blo to then. H\ ooao:ablioo and feasts he 

treDted than as oquDln. r.nonevor quorrolo otoae blrt\":oen 

tile co eto HindUs ond the Pulcyae sreo Narcyc;na GuJ:U woo 

t?!th tho non<aate lilndUs. 4 Ho stroooed tho f~Cilntal 

1. CUotod in P. Pc'l!'etneshworan •. gp, cit,, P• .lOS. 

2. VoatucbDlly AChyut.hilft, .PEtS I~q;qyanp gyx:,y ( snaranakcl) , 
SJh.C .. i.lt.t P• !1. 

3. P. Po~"''ocht:i:iran, SFh cit, • PP• 107-e. 

4. Gen~ally dus1~ tho t!ma of elD ehos botwaen tho Na1re 
&nd tho Puluyoa, tho E.zhavce took thoir position on tho 
oido of tho I~D1£"o. ThJ.s ott1tudo of the B.zhavas daaply 
po1nod tho &-:any. so a. · 
~l. tt. se:noo, .ea. ei t.,, pp. ~e.-a. 
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.. 
uni-ty of mcnt-~nd. Ho said •. 0 \tbatovor be the d1ff erence 

in faith,· di:Gt;S +Jit 1a RgUuge~ ae llll huuuni 'ty belong G. to 

tho same caato. \1\CJ:o i.s no. baxrn in 1ntermarxo1age and 

1ntordin1ng. ol The GurU .set Up 'tbO 1doal of Ctl$1a1.0Q~. 

soeiety and his foll0l-'10l' G Clppr~iatod it 40d U1ed to 

imp~anont it. . As montioned EWZ'l1e: $0hQda:tan Ayyeppon had 

raisod o stoXtP lr• ooc:iety by uorld.r~g on. tboso lines. aton 

bofor-e 'the mo~.G$90 of SI:G$ N"ay~ Gt;r~ f.or. 1ntVC:9ete 

merr!uge and interdininga in t..1ay 1917 Ayyappan bact organized 

on 1nterd1nin9 of. t;Qno me:ntx!ro of his t.Hl$te tA.th somo 

Pulayoe;. 3 S>on .tiftor this •. kJYnpJ.:H:ln visited tho swcm1 a.t 

hltJOYO and told him vilat had boen cklno. ~1 Wils happyJ ho 

e&ilEPd and eoid, OTfto movement ti111 grow,. behove like Christ. •4 

Tho ~NJeUlt of th1s interd1n1ng was. th•t Ayyappan and other 

21 families dlo took pDrt 1n this function waro. subjoeted· to 

sovoro sociol o::stracisn and 1-\yyappan wa.o nhonourod• by the 

nc:oo •Pulayon hjy&ppan. nt;:; Undounted kyy~ppa.n started· a 
I ldl' I ••. 

1. JSaula.KJl ... lllJM~• 2nd Juno 1921, p.2. 

2. f\yyuppim h1maolf r~s responeiblo for 1osU1ng thii; FJossage 
by tho SV':tQ1. tbile ho nod been vigorously staried his 
1nter-d.t.n1ng tlovenent. the canmunity at that t.tme wae so 
wall knit that 1t c.ould effectively toke t.bo measures 
against anyone v.ho dQI'od to flout ita authority. Tho 
eh1ef omong thq pooplo tool< VUJ"ious steps ogc>inat ~-+.yyappan. 
Tho.roforo, ~;yyappon iipptot.~c:hod the S\!Wll ond prayed for e 
moasage regoz:d1ng 1nt$X'din1ng cQJ ~1 issUed a message in 
f ovour of 1nterd1ning and 1ntar.ee: ate merJ:it:ge. 
n~ PrDbhilt P$cllodharon~cppan.u r.~. Gov1ndlln (ed.), 
at·~&1S. , PP• 230-31. 

s • .DWa. see· ol,zo. 
· P. K. BalukrishnDn, .tif!£QXODQ GUX'.\h p.235. 

4. M. P.rabha• .oe.c: .. ~ .... p.azo. 
~ : ' 
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mova.ncnt called Mba.sll~ra ernonsmm belloving in the 

brotheJthood of men \"Ath tho eJm of oradicllting casto1sn. 

GUPel'st1t1on and social 1nju&tieee. L$\or tiyyappen was . 
kno~;n popularly a e .saho.da~c.n i\yy4Spp.an. In 1919 Ayyeppeln 

ostobl1shed a journal called ~hsu8U!£SD as the mouth p·1ece 

of tne movGDent. Both his 'p,l1£~d!!qoe...m"· Drid j~nlll d1d a 

lot with the blessinQ$ and special 'eonsidoratiol1 Qf tho. 

swamyl for: pran •• :r£1ng social .l"eform movtnents .~rtl.culcrl.y 

'the cam:pe.tgn aoa1n&t caste evstun and oth&t pEfrnicioue 

cu stems p~ ovailing auong 'thG Hindus. Aport ft«n Ayyoppon, 

KUID~ran ~~can, Palpu, c. v. Kunjureman. T.K. Mo~van, c. 
Kr1ohnon, c. KorJlV$n, s:;am1 r:PtyD Vradh<ln and other edUc.otod 

ho'teroclOJC youths \-:oro ofton movod to cpoech ond cct1on on 

beno;J.f of socii)l ~n1ty .'\hat in tho brealtino d0\"11 of eil sto 

41sa:1o1n:...Jt1on. But the caapDign of srea Noroyana Guru ond 

a f!Gt'l of hio suppoJ:tOJro for &boli.sh1ng cooteit:J did not 

function properly in l{Grolo. t:hon sroo NarcyonB Guru. tho 

God £ether of the t!ahavo s, set up the ideal of ono c~ ste 

boforo hio pooplot though o fow prog.rouoivo Ezhc.lvoa 

oppreciatod it, the majority of the Gab.svoo end the Z.l\1. D.P. 

Yogom itself foiled to Jmple:lent it in tho soc1ety. Thls 

failure t-tlG mDinly bocDuso of tbroo J:'oosons. Pirl)t, elnce 

a mo jority of· ti.iii urioducated Ezhovoa wero undor the 1nfluonco 
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of tredit1onal ideOlogies tho advico of Narayono Gui'U 

d1d not moko an 1mmed1ato impdct on 'thou mind. secondly 

tho sattavas ~oro naturally inclined to claim rights for 

then.selVEJs but. roluatc1nt to yleld thtJ. sa.-oe ti9hto to other s. 1 

F1M1J.y, the s. N. D.P. Yoga dl1en tJO s born and braught. up 

undOI" the f.ihPdo of sree .Na&-ayana Guru, itsolf funct1onocJ 
i 

against tho idea t>f oM ciJ~e. tho idea of sre:a I'Jarayana 
' . . . ~ '· 

Guru boh1nd tho fomation of the s, N. o. P. Yogara ~a no-t 'o 

oltganizo tno Ezht:sva c.f.¥1mun1ty G$ such but- to org.anizo pooplo. 

without cny disalr.l1nut1on of caste or: eJ:>ood. for 4 r11ligioue 

end sociol .-Effomation. ~~t the &Ume tJmo the s. N. 0. P. Vo9C)m 

'tendod to boccme exclusively an S&b&Vll orgtmi:oucm.. frQD 

tne time of it e 1ncQPt1on the Vogam WD& very porochiol ond 

·c-anto orlonted. The b'fo-law of the s. N. D.P. Yogllro vew 

GPoci.fic&lly ment1onod ~at it is on organiaution formed 

mth tbo objoct. of GOtiol and aconcxn1c odvoncG»ont of the 

Ezhavas. 2 Ito m«nbel'dlipo t~ero strictly raoU'ieted to the 

mGnbere of tho EzhilVc.la Dnd its various doncxn1nut1ona. 3 

~'11 tho uctivitioa of tho YogtJD w~c confinod to ttl:• S&hDva 

community. \;4-.on tho s. tv. D.P. Yogam c:onfinod its act.t.vitio& 

on coste bOGi$ and atortod ignoring matto.r.s concerned v.:ith 

n~:co r\tcJrc:..y{.lno GUru• Gux-u bir.loelf &@God oll his relatione 

1. v. T. samuel, .,ee. c&:t1,, p.62. 

2. For detDils soe Chaptu XXI. 

3. lJt&s!. 
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mth the Yogam. J. tbon the s. N. u. P. Y'ogcn ond major1t.y 

of 'tho Ezhavas ho::amo selfish ~nd narrorJ minded &nd 

f.oilod to cc:me abova tho caste fooling. tho dream of 

obol1sh1ng caat.eJ.un :renoined to bQ toa11sed. r::von then, 

the eons1stont struggle for sreo Narayana Guru hod 

actually e;h.oken the foundation of _castelan 1n Kerala. 

,figh;t Agj,ongS. Ynts!u~tvzoM-t::tx * t.O!i ~atsl~attJ.Ulx 

Though fight agairu~~ dieab111t1os 11ke 'thea don1.Ul 

of ad'l1 sston 'to tho public sChool and tho Govot"mi erit 

offices and ssrvices were tbeu 1ndlroet ezou a&do against 

untouc~ab111ty and ·unapp~oochcblllty, the movonent of the 

s. N. o_ P. Yogam and 'tho ·~vae .agoinst untoud~obility end 

u••avpro~ehsbill'ty as such was started only by tile enc:i of 

th«!J socond decade of tho 20th eent.uJ.Y• Ey this t.ime th.oy 

'turned their attention to the problEm& of unopproDeh&b111ty 

and to 'the oxe1vs1un fran public roods. Though tho ovlls 

of untouchcb111ty und caste wa:e tho very cor.a of Indian \ 

social llfe,2 .tn ~erala casto rules practiced in tho moat. 

irrational mc.&nna" with tr1pple eociul 0'\l'ils of untouchability, 

uo~proachob111ty ond unseGDbi.lity. The oanbers of '\'.he lowor 
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east.os polluted the1r sUperior castes not only by touch 
1 

o:t app~ch but also by ei.ght. The public ~ads in 'tho 

· prQ"l''iaes of tanplos and the Brch.11in houses om:ned sign 

boards put up tv tho government p.tohibiting low~ caetee 

ftcm ent.-1n9 the area. TherefOI'Gt all ov.- Ker.olo very 

many streate1 z-oads and paths we1:e not public in the oense 
, I . ' • 

of being opened to Qll camnunlt1eS: Thore \vere wsvorel 

roads in K~rala at the beglnning of 'the 20\b eentury. 2 In 

add1'\1on to that ovon tho dintance a't dllch tho 5£hDvos or 

Gther low caato peoplo should stand m.en the uppor cast,e 

Hindus woro on tho road W&& sUpulatetS. ThoGC dlo v1olotod 

these ~uloa intentionally or unintentionally ~ero no~ only 

bo~ten up ver:y oeverely but also proceeded aga1nst i.n court 

ond the verdict of the coutt too wao egainst tho lowel' 

cast. eo. 3 These cDsto rcpresclono ~de Vivekonan® to 

doscr:Lbe ~1olab~ ao "a paradlso of fools 11lhero wer:v one 

wao happy in his ·ignorance, in hi& su;>oretition and 1n his 

oge long socilll bondDge. •4 Gandh1j1' e donuncioUon was 

l. Y.l<. RGvindron, 0 Consequenc:es of Ultlpprocehability in 
. Travaneo:re,n lbi ,eug:§.l&Di!. !hjrln~t;u:t!l.~ ~r~t.1gQ!' 

..CUUY£2• July•IJQcen er .19 • ffiil os var · v. P• 7. 
2. The VoJJdtQ'D Tanplo Road 1n Tl'ovancoro, Trippunithura RoOd 

tn C"..och1n1 tho Tali Rtwd in calicut ·wero a few IJmong 'the 
hundl"edc of prohibited h19ht:<3Ys •to lot.~ coste" in t<erolo. 

3. ivoJ;odfg:S• 16 Saptonber 1907 (21st Chingam 1082 Me). 
oi.~, ~o •• ~1.~. seo also. 

tattavaQ\, Vouruury 1917• Vcl,5t No.2, f•4• 
Vol. .~.II 

4. -ililde \"iltiaff ~! ytvfkana!ftt~1ayovot1 tJanor1o1 · on (9 o tion , co cutta · , p,.294.6. 
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oqually onpbatic. He said, •unfortunately for H1ndo1sn, 

unfortunately for the etot.e and unfcu:tunatoly even for 

the vllole of lnd.i.d • there 1 s not much aedtt to tho state 

1n the matter of untouchab111tf. • 1 

\1o found that the ezhttvus of TJ'avencore 'Qiile at the 

verge of a t.l'ane1t1on duo t.o the impact of the onergence of 

new econcm1e forcoa. 'the eproad of English oducat1on the 

ideology ~nd p~ecepts of sroe .Naruyano Guru, tho modern 

westorn ideas and cultur:o and the ihereasod at$ronees· of tho 

v.-ozold. The influonco of theso factors not only heightened tho 

consciousness of tbe trJchv:~dnoss of and dogJ!'adation of their: 

~elety unchlf tho hegenony of .J?Id~D£Dil• but further too 

strengthened to rosolvo ~ofo~ and to revolt ~goinet rigid 

soctal convention and outdoted euotcms 11ko untouchob111ty 

and unapproaehDb111ty. Tho energ1ng middle claao emono the 

Eahavaa fomuloted tha danond for statuo and dQ'il~nd for power. 

For Dchleving those fcctorD, they hlld to e.rod1c:ate untouchabi

lity obGervod by tho governnent ond tho uppor ce otoa. By the 

ond of tho fUst score of the pronent century, thoy hod alro~"' 

stenod reo1st1ng untouchability. 2 The aolf a anGrtive now 

middle class. for Dch1eving t.heiJ: objocts of rn=e freodan and 

better coc.t.ol status, had to f1gbt hard againot mighty 

aern9 GoV(¢tt:lent. ond tho 1nfluent.1Dl coste Hindu CCX.IM1Un1ty. 

1. t:uatcd in tlahDdov Ooc<J1, SS•-Glrt •• p.4. 

2. P. K. Gopolckr1shnen, 0 $Q.!luhya Parickarona PrasthanangJJl, n 
l<.erolll Choritr41l, Vol.I, Slu.si~•·• pp.1216-.1?. 
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The most .tmportDnt factoz: rmic:h indUced the Eznuvae . 

to fight against untoucbebll1ty and Ulli)pproec;hab.lll:t.y \'.tl& 

related to thGb' 1nt~ont to get into govorment service for 

having both sot.:141 status and oconanic &dVantago. ~ lt l s 

eonmon knowl.odgG that tho present lopsided advanccnent of 

edue~ton in this CQnmunlty bad only served to brlng into 

oxl stence e lDJ:ge ·body ·of ntod~, educat_ed youngnen vtto had 

beeano diseatiofled with thoU old envirorment and t1mo 

honoured pursui'to snd hed devo10pod a focling Of cher'iGhed 

hopes of g<Jtt1ftQ govGrnnent aoploymsnt. 2 DJe to GWGJ."ity of 

costeisn end untoucbab111ty, most of the departments like 

Ol'mY• palecoa and Devar.;wam ~o not .openGd to tho untoucllilbles 

till 1936. 3 even in 1913 the Dewan hod to dcf end the 

Govornnent• s reluctance to unploy these people 1n cortatn 

depa~traen\e on account. of thek caate. He said, ",L ••••• .,) 

if t.oo many EJbuva s a~: a token, the work moy be ob~ucted as 

thor could entel" Dll pluces freely sUCh as tGilplaa, Br~trnln 

hou aoa 4Jnd tho like. •4 then most of tbo dcpol'tment e were 
' 

c;looed to the Eahavoo clue to untoucheb1l.it.y ond unapproach-

obi11ty tho Gducatod section natur~lly thought that it ~s 

very essential to danollS'l these ovil custQ'Do and practices, 

1. YU.ar<g~sm.a 15 JUly .1905 ( 32 L'lidhunam 10ao UB). Vol. a, 
1\b. 3, p. 3. 

2. ~gdlli'' 7th §!srA,QQ of srggJlulc.m PQeH).ar Aq;;ufd?\x• 
92 t P• • 

3 • .Vivo~MX~· t~Drch.August 1931 (Meona:n-ttorkkadokem, 1106 
rJ bj , o • , t ., a. a-12. P• 22. 

4 • .f£99Sml!Oss of sti. pylaa ,£fmy&al J.\~uumlzl!, 1913• p.J.63. 
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\~1cb prohibited them to enter 'tho govorn:nent oervicG 1n 

Truvnncortl. to r:uilto.t'la11se thoU amt.1t1on. to got int.o all 

govet:mont departments •. tho ronOVill of untouchability Dnd 

unappa"ouchabilitv wao tho only oolution and it would bG 

posntblo only through tho tanplo entiY. 1 In chOl't thla 

movanent ~a lttunchod not only to put Dn end t.c- casto' dlu

cr1minat1on, but also -o seeure the l"igh's of entering 1nto 
' 

government servtce by ~bo11ehing the bog~onv of 1he 

S9Xi£l!6Q and the caste d1ecr1minat1on Of tho goVRnment.. 

. The second rea~n '-"-so reloted to the htailiat.ing 

trotrtment \"bich cbal.longQd thou self ro~oet. The. :rich 

and the Gtiueatod sahava middle cl.oss \"tOG fee! Up V"Jith the 

hunllle-ting treatment snd unbearable social d1aob111t1es 

1mpoeod upon thun dUo to rigid costeiso. Tho &lbovaa had, 

for cano t!ao. felt that tho not1co bocrds 1n tho vicinitso 

of c o:rtoin shr1nos ond stipulDtad high\~ e in the Nonh ond 

south Trc'lvcncore prOhibiUng tho Eahavos Dnd O'thor bockWDZ'd 

eanmun1t1es fl"CD thr.dJ:' ontranco a a a bunll1etozy action~ 
B1g landlords ft.ind eduCDted persons al oo had to suff or the 

d1sab111t1os of thou caato. Tho apo:lence of Alocxnmoot11 

Cllonnor io a good ox~le of the rooontment of tho s~va 
\ 

lllnd lozds and uppo%' olddlo clcos aee.tion. ~nnar vlfle one 
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of tho two p !1t GOns rbao had ounod a caJt 1n trovancore. 1 KJ. s 

driver \~S a tlusl.im. \".hen 'be caz: roachod a spot beyond 

rlt1cb the GzMvas could not proceed the Qv.ln~ hOd to get 

.. d0\"$1 .and t.alto a longer way and join \be .-oad aboUt a mile or 

so tn1a'/ •. ·· Uean\'"Jl.Uo, the d1:1V<* drove the eaJ' along tho rood 

forbiddon ·t.o hts 'ilaster' and he e"ould be aoen Vlillit1ng ot tho 

dloel for tho Otanar to an:ivo. 2 . Likowiss dui-1ng tho timo of 

festivals in tenples 11ke Tt1churpuram, the Eabovas and othGZ" 

untouchables t:J\o were living on t.be road sidon v:o.ro toqUired 
, .. 

to vacate their houses to avoid pollution to tho pttoceosion, 

rAlleh ccrriod tho J.ma go of. God with the rot1nuo of SJ:cl'lm1no 

and otllcr uppot casto people. 3 R1o'1,. \1911 educated and ~o--;ell 
GDployod E%havDs lilt.e C. l<.:t1Qhnan, Palpu. P. Volayudhon• 

l(umoran ~son etc. • being untouc:hllblos could not uoo VotY mony 

rQilds in thei!' provinces though they bad ~otPoctoble poe1t1on 

not. only s:nong tho Ezhuvao but BlsO c:m.ong tho saY2£QDfb. 

Palpu, theroforo, wroto to Gandb1j1 in 1925 tbl3t tho right 

to at:allt tllrough tho public rood is ono thut oven dogti ond 

pigs enJoy over\'tlero ~thout having to .rc~ to any oatyogtaho 

Dt tlll. 04 Naturally tllo ~eva a felt theso disabilities as 

1. c. Kosavan. J:S!xithgS§Jlf.\£9 (t~ut;ob1~apby), Kottayan, 
1969, p.~2. 

2. ~""c;itft SOO 41COt 
IIUrltot tunhappD, '*Tho Thiyyao of K.erQla. • :iuygnH lnd.\90 
JjJagtorx <c900£SUifie XXXVII. 19 76, CS11c.ut, P• s. 

3. r.11tava4&, NovCPbOJ.' 1918, Vo1.6, No.lJ., p.26. 

4. Lotter to Mohatrno jl on 21st hpJ:'ll l925t .D£. P£ilgu filRQA• 
file No.1, p.4. 

/ 
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hun111ct1ng ond Vt'6/f seriously off ecting thtW: sQlf 

Tho third roanon centrad round the co:naezoclal 

pro$Por1ty of tho &~lavas. t7e hcnre found tho\ the Szhovos 

rJoro not mere a~icultural labourers like the ~thor 4¥!£rf 

canmun1Uee like the Pulaya and Parayos but wore en 

1ndUst~1c1 and trad1ng conmunlty as well.. Tho following 

tabla Ehowo tho :lnvolvc.ment of the various canmun1t1ee in 

1ndU otrr, tranfPOrt ~nd. t~a.de and tho ploco of tho Emovas.1 

labla:27 
. . . 

Invo1vmont of Varioun CcrntlunS:t1os in lndueUy • 
I;iOCRW anst tra;g an,d $hi .eliG 1.9! J!l!. ·r§&bel!R.a. 

community lndU$UV Tr<:nq>on Trade 

Eahava 26.3 3.4 "1.0 

Musltms lft.S 2.3 18.9 

Cl'l.l-1st1ans 7.8 1.8 6.7 

reayors 2.9 1.1 4.7 

Gut tilo p&obib1t1on to tho use ·of eortllin roDde· 

unde1"Dined tho s:oooth process of their business. Tberoforo, 

on 13 June .1910 forty five eabovos of .Rant~mt:mgala:o in 

uuvathupuzha sutmitted o peti~ion stating thot tbe gove:tn. 

men't not1f1cuUon dated 23.4.1865 prohibiting tho Ezhevaa 

fran ueing t.be public ~code oround the i.&lplos of AQ~angulam 
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inhibited 'thou development. 1 Tho petitioncars requested 

the govcrmorrt to td.thdJ:4w the not.1ficauon einco all the 

public offiee.s and most of tho t.raff.tcs \'1$1'e situated along 

these I'Oade and thorefo•e• the closlng of thGD will 
< 

considerably effect tho ccmmcc1sl pl"O$HU'ity of thei¥-

~ace.2 

The fourth reason dlich persuc~e~ tho Eahavllo to 

build up a pOt'JGriul movc:ment eg&1nst r1g1d costolsn was to 

establish tbo1r rights and: pr1vi1ogee. Till 1918, rhen the 
' . 

Eabavas WGr'o oxc:ludod f1"Cn the ~- pl"eclntte of the 

Brahmin tGnples, ~thout 4fty objoc.·tion ozo questioning the 

monopoly of tho .ii!Bfl'f8..a. • they doeldod t9 heva to:aplos of 

thel.:rr o\Vn and established a nunbGr of tanplos accordingly. 

But 'tbS.s attitucla af the Ezb&VDe began to change by tho end 

of the soeond doe& de of the present century. ln 1921 govern

ment spent mot:"o tbUn 24 lakhs rupees for tho edll1n1eirat1on 

of ta:nplos and tho muintenance of Qt'SyPU£aa. J\t the sene 

timet tho 1ncoma from tho tanples was only Re.4 lakbs. 3 

t'hile '\he governnent spen\ more than Rs.24 lokhs for tanples 

end its allied J.n&U.tuttons, tho expenditure for all other 

department uaa Rs-93,~2,226. 4 The benefits of these tG!lplos 

ocerued to a microscopic minority of the society. The 

Ezbova being the lsgest tax payers in the state, thoy 

1. Judicial oe;.>anment Travancore, file No.40/4 of 190'79 p.l. 
2. Jbida, 
3. Shr1 ~. Ayyoppen pointed out thut the d1GC.r.im1oot1on of 

income from tho tonple and expondlture for the tanplea. 
In 1921 incano frorJ the tG:lplea Wla four lakhs ru;>eea and 
tho expenditure f~ tEJDplos adn1n1stration and yt\wyra 
exp en so r;a G Rs. 2444,249. 
§ehRdhoron, Uay•June 192.1 ( Edavan 1096 ME), Vol. 31 No.l.2. 

4. lbidt 
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thought that tb.e '\eXes Y.blch the goverrwanaent collected 

fi'Om the- them wae alao ue.tng f~ the adn1n1strat1on of 

temples end the construction of roade, thoy thould have 

got thoU desozving rights. 1 Th~ upcoming eCQ'Jn)erc1ol and 
. . 

mercantile elemanto wt.th.1n Ute Sabava community wantad the 
\ . " ' . ' 

money collected from then ee tax to bo e.pent 1n ways 

condUcive 'to their funbe~ development. 

The laGt reason mJ.ch cccalcatocl the moveaent ttga1nat 

untouchability, vJOo tho ~oopere1t.ion and support. of educated 

middle class SGCt1ons antong the ,6Xi£DfQa. Tho coopero"tion 

and sUpport of eavarna canmun1ty \·.tas concsmed '~tb vonoue 

factors like tho ~o\1\h of education. the gro\-Rh of nationolla\ 
' 

sentiment. 1nf1Udlco of Gandbiji, impact of model!'n \"'ostam 

ideas and finally· the tivolxy t4tb Chr1Gtianity. they unde%'• 
' 

stood that for 'the ~o~ of nat1oool un1 ty and solidarity 1 
. . 

eradication of casteisn and untouchability r'b1ch hod p~:evented 

unity of people, wse vexy essentlol. The £ltt1tude of Uabtltoa 

Gcndhi tot:.tardn untouchables and easte1sn2 to o certain oxtent 

holpod to cb£tnga tho attitude of the .tavamg Congtess leade:re. 

Tho first .r&DG:*n, t.h!cb induced the .~IGIQA community 

o~ec10lly the Nayars to coQl)eroto with the Ezhllvas and o'thu 

untouchables being tna influence of nat1onal1at ideology • the 

second reuson t®erged fJ:Om th<3 econcm1c 1ntoreet of the 

.1. ~s!esJ!.• Jan\Pxy 1919. Vol.. 1, No.1, pp..,9•ll. 

2 • .ln tho GolgGm sese1on of tho Congreas in l924, Gondhi.Jii 
so1d, •untoudlob111ty 1o anotbeX" hindrtJnce to &-tara j. Ito 
raDovol is Juat as essential for suaraj oe the attaimtnt 
of HtndU Muslim. unity. This 1o on eosent1ally HindU 
quasti.on end HindUs cannot claim 0%" tote ~aj till they 
hove resorted to l1bmy of the G\lpp.resned closseQL •••• ..;• ;ontg:a frggislentta& ,.fUh tbf;&~lYG£ tp oo&den J._Ri ____ second ser ee, la es, p. • . 
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. 
t.hla time there stortod canpotit1on between the Naya• middle 

cloeo end the middle class art.long the Chri.stJ,ons for the &On 

control of land, jobs, eduCation. 1eg1ela\uJ:'e ond the 

govertmsnt service. This t1Val%'f for econcalc supe.rmccy 

naturally perpetuated tho Ji!YSQPo to create an intimacy 

with JiYBAQAS c:u:pec1ally thO aahavas. ·By that time Old 

position of the Nay.ars in tho field of land, edUcation end 

slrkel" joba1 wero being captw:ed by tho s,r:1an. Cb:r1st1ena. 

The Teble 29 $bows tho posi,tiono of Nolte and Olrietiana in 

oducatittn. slzG of land holding and the average 1ncQne per 

yoar. 

Isbl9::a~ 
Economical and EdUcDt1ono1 Poolt1on of Nais:s and 
a£&st&90.J .#.1'\ J!D'fi.lDSRJt. ll!£109. \h! .~al&x Ills 

Nelli's ~rian 
Christiano 

J b ( &n $boyi!DSJi) • 

1) J.iteracr 
a! vornaculrz 453 462 
b english 234 322 

11) ~varllgo oiae of 
3.12 (acre) 4.46 (aero) Land Holding 

W.) Av or age lneane 
14? (Rs.) 2"1> (Rs.) por Yeal" 

1. OJt of 503 postswitb a salezy of Rs.l50 pel' month the 
c4Jnd1d0tes from Nair and Olr1at1ons ware resPect1vely 
J.30 and 149. 
JS£9la rsa.mu«st!t 16 Octoba 1929 t p.~. 

2. xramnco.xs .i!lo fr:pgiQS f9&&1i~al. ~qblffla ,QB, c1ta' 
PP• •£ · 
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The s. N. D.P. Yogurl and the Szhsve middle cless 

devoted fir nt two decades of tho 20th e entuzy to win over 

their ~1ghts to send thek children to goYetrrnerrt schools 

and to enter the govermuJ~.rt eerv1co. Though the ce cove

mente 1:'JOJ:e indeed, thou l.ndlz"ee't fight against untouebab1• 

11tv and unopproachob111ty, an open and organlaed mov«nen\ 
' 

against evils of eettte1sn wos na:l'toct only ttlth 'th.e adVent 

of Sbti K. nyyappvn and T.K. Madhavan by the end of the 

second decade of tbe present cGDt~... \'.ltb the adV~'l of 

-tho above mentioned tr.o loadQ'a a rovolut.J.ona.ry c;hunge both 

1n policY and in tacUce took pl~ce. so for the Ezhava 

lGQOQ:te li.ko Polpu. KumQI'fJn Asen ond others practiced the 

method of sutmitUng memorials end ropresentot1ons. The 

movanent of t.hese oonstiiut1onaliste ~enained confined to 

the urban lowez and m1ddltt c1aasoe. Their movonent fc1:1ilod 

to r~Jc.~cn the masse& of tbe state. the peasan'a end unlGttered· 

agrlcultu~al labourers. therefore, they failed tn giving 

a p~!lltive lead to tho people. But the method of the new 

leadore 1.vere different. fl'Qn that of their predecossorc. 

They wore not eat1of1ed \..d.th more resolutions passed at. 

public meetings end dUly forwarded to authorities. They 

thought that tho or:arenoos of ono ln naod is more imponant 

thon that of author1t1os. Tharoforo, they were determined 

to corry tho1r tJessage to tho villages and secure the 

mornontu:n of a cass movauont for their <Jgitati.on. r;itbln 

a fet-:1 montho tho wholo face of tho EllWVtl covaDent L\"DS 
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chcnged. \";.hat Ctindb1ji did to the Nlltional Congress both 

u a db evan and Ayyappan did to tho Ezhava CQ'tlt'luni tv. 

\';bile sehodha~an Ayytlppen eoneont~:ated hts ottent1on 

on oradicat1ng tho evil$ of caste and populari sing 'the idea 
;t;;;. 

of intor•dinlng among tho E&havas and"' c:estoe eonoidered 

1nferJ.OJ: to then• T.K. tladhevan dovoted his entue time and 

energy fol' tho soc:1o-oconan1c development of the SZhaves. 

~tccording to. Madhavan; 

so long as tho au-thor1Ue& hold that Gods and 
tQApl es, tA)Vld bo polluted by the appi'Oach of 
so called untouchables tho social disubill'tles 
eould not bo entirely eradicated. If Gods cease 
to obael'Ve u~uc:bab111ty men 1.7111 have no 
ju stificatlon. _ 

Uadhav£ln hod enphasiaod co:nmu~l justice tbd,ch ho brought 

was 'the ~ bas.1.s for tha cp1r1t of not1onD11sn. Hie 

movanont. and cct1v1t1es m:;re more pol1t1col in chor•tcter. 

Though hie pollt!eal .coroor t.Pa· e;tcnod not Ds a Congress 

man, bls aetiv1t1os had e not1ono11st outlook oven in tho 

baginnlng Dnd toter he bOcctJG a firm follower of Gondh1ji. 

and his ootyagraha. 

i'\fter getting 1nG,Plrat1on for temple entry covsnent 

fran Sh%'1 ~n Tllanpl,2 T.K. :.:locJh'lvon und his frionds 

1. 1'-f.~. Panik.or, 0 lntmoduction, a to Ia lt, ,l:lac:lhavon, by 
P. ~ tladhavan, .Qll• cu .. , pp. IV and v. 

2. Though tho namovil s etDrtod sano movf.Jilont again ot. untouch• 
ability and to open cortain roads rmleb ran. past to the 
ta:aplos clooed to thao, tho concept of tonplo ontry \·JDs. 
as D mottor of foet, beyond the ioogination of tho Ezhavas. 
In 1917, \il<m tho Ezbov&e of Cochin £Ulr.l1ttod o petition to 
their f.tahDraja. they sOid,. rtj. ••••• ,j l:'ven nov.1 wa hwo no 
adniseion to cehoole, po:rtltuclarly gi.rlo schools. l:o 
could not go noiilr to QO:ile of tho Anehol officos J, •••• .&} 
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launehod ·an intense campaign nat only for entw into 

'tc.mple roads but fo~ tenple ·On'tJ.Y as s~h, mtlking it a part 

of the equality of c1t1aenshJ.p movGnGnt. In Deeenbar 1917 

tho first edt torial on t<mple entry d"itten by c. v. Kunjuramen 

for Q!&Datms.maq!: mar: ked the ec:nmonconont of tGDpl E? antsy 

movenent in T~avancore on 'tile part~ of the szn.avas. 1 
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t.tadlavan was the repro $entative of the s. N.D. P. Yog£lm 

ln 'the All Kcala Thlyyo conf orence tb1ch tr~a:e held Dt 

CCJlicut on !4th QRObC J918 undc tho SUt;pkeo Of the 

Cochin Elbava Stmeje:D presldad by t<.ott1yeth RaauM1. 1 In 

thlo eonf erence MadhDvan dalivored e long end inspiflng 

spooeh in ~1eh ho stressed tho foll0\11ng throe points 2 

( 1) TblyyD& should give Up tt.dthout any reservation, the 

practieo of untouchability 'in re$pect of 'thc>$e considered 

lot:ol' to thcm. (2) They ebould oppose the .untouchob111tY 

practiced ·J)y 'those considered abov·o 'them, and ( 3) Thiyyas 

should obsowo sa'tyagrah.a to put an end to untoucheb111ty. 

In .the SGne coni«enee 1tso1f the Thiyyc Pasa1tie Res1stanco 

Looguo v:ns fomed to fight ilgDinot untouchab111ty and for 

tanplo entr.t. 3 

By this tlrilo unprecedented owattoning t:.:ao soon a:nong 

tho Ezhavoa end <::~ number of meetings wero organized by the 

Ezhuvo youths all OVOJ' Kerula. In 1916 about 500 Ezhava 

yo~hs hold a coating ot Eravavoor ond took a vow to uae 

public rollds \ibich ~a prohibited to tha:~. They ol so 

roisod o fund to lounch a movEr.lent against untouchability. 4 

1. tJ!Sayn£11,. 1\':Qv~bcr 1918, pp.w-32. 

a. £.1. 1(. fJuray anon, . as. ld. L\ P.m Yo flVUl T .• I<. r.lOdhDVDnu:l. • • 

l"~e Q,P. x:w_: Ili!irum ,jSL_so couvoov. p.l49. See also • 
. _.1 nonoo, -~---. PP• • 

3. t~itpvactA, t!ov<J'Zlbo.r 1916, pp. a and 27. 

4. tasaraQi, Auguct 191a, p.6. 
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' 
In the 17th annual meeting of the Yogam, a unanimous 

resolution was passed to boycott and non-cooperation with 

all savarna tsnples, till they were opened to then, 1 As 

per the request of the Ezhava leaders in !918 the Emavas 

boycotted Guruvayur §kada§i. 2 On l7 Dhanu 1096 ( Januazy 

!931) a meeting of the untouchables was held at Si.vagir1 
. which 

and constituted a canmitte~prepared ten principles o~ 

tsnple boycott and propagated it all· ove:.r Kerala, 3 They 

explained to the people how to implement tsnple desertion, 

As a co.nsequence. of this propaganda a nunber of Ezhavas 

non-coop.erated wl. th the ca·ste Hindu ts:nples al~. over Kerala 

1 eading. to a reduciion i~ the income. of the te:nple s. 4 In 

1919, the Ezhava leaders asked thsn to r.efuse to pay taxes 

till the ban on using tenple roads by them was renoved, 5 

Fran 1918 onwards Madhavan and other Ezhava repre

sentatives of sri Mulam Popular Asssnbly made tenple entry 

a routine issue and discussed that in Travancore Asssnbly 

during the next three years. Temple being a religious 

subject it should not be discussed in the "House" was the 

j:eply of the Dewan6 and till 192! Goverllnent did not allow 

!, P, s. Velayudhan, s. N, D. E. Charitran, op.cit,, p.203. 

2. Mitavadi, Decunber 19!8, Vol,6, No,l2, pp,24-26, 

3, P, s. Velayudhan, s, N, Q,E, Qlaritram, _sm,cit, • p,216. 

4, C. Kesavan, op,cit,, Vol~l, p,354, 

5, Mitavadi, January 1919, Vol, 7, No,I, pp,9 .. 11. 

6, Menon, P,K,K,, OQ1 Cit,, Vol.II, p,297, 
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tbo Ezbaves t.o present 'tenple ont.ry bill 1n the Asse:nbly. 1 

In 1921 both t.:\adhav' an and Cbavarkkat.tu 1:1artbanden Valdhyan 

h&d given a not.ico for a petition for oqu£:1 c!~iaens ri.gh't.s 

\v1th special (Jnphasis on ent.zy for ell H1ndus into public 

tenplee; Chief secretasy infoxmed A'Utdh.aven thot this oubjoct 

bolng directly reletad to religion, aecord1n_g ·to tho ~ule 19 (D) 

of Popular Aescnbly this "£UbJEtet came under ,prohibited one. 

~nd he asked hit:l to cmQnd ,the sui;lject .of ~e potition as 

aquality. .of eiUzons :right ~ncl hoped _that. he l10Ulcl not rafor 

tho subject ''tsnp].o •rrti'Y• •2 . The hue and cJ;'f of Ezhava 

cnemb•s ~ime .tlnd,agllin 1n t.Qo As$(JDbly did not create eny 

wpac:t due to the ind1ff e:renc:e of the auth01:1tiee. Ol 24th 
' 

KWl~ 1096, during tho t5t:lo of tho soaeion of Populur 

,.ssembly, a b.lg p.rotost ooeUng of tho ~amJ.o_ Dnd thO 

nX§!iDA9 1:'130 hold ut L ••. i. S. Hall in TJ:ilVDndra.m end than a 

deputation of the Eahava rESJresontativos in tho Aosa.lbly met 

oov:an and throatenod thot if they ~o not p~ittod to 

oubait the reprosontation in tho Atlstmbly thoy t.-ould ~lk 

out frO"Jl <tho Assanbly. 3 Tho Dowan ossurod them thUt the 

ruloo of tho AuGonbly \'«)Uld bo anended boforo tho next 

1. &,g£u&a l$gtqug!. 12 t.1ey 1921. 

2. Letter ~ted 10 Februory 1921, fran N. Rajorarab r.ao, 
Ch1of cecratory of Govormcnt to T. I<. uadilavan quoted 
~n P.s. Voluyudhan, !it:\~ Cbdr,ura:n, p.215. soe olso, 
L.l<. SDnoo, SP• ~!!· , P• • . 

3. P. & Volayudban, ~ l!tt Q. ft. sct.W£!1£&?, p.2l6. 



session and then the eanavae rie>Uld bQ allOt"IOd to .pJ.'et'H!nt 

thoir raprosonta1:1on. 1 But in the next Asssnbly in 11ou of 

intJ:oduclng any amonctnent, ~n .R4gheva r.yyiJ said that tho · 

eztu~veo ·should not bo givo.n tho oame priv11agoe ond rights 

tihlc:h fJ eonvGJ'\ to lslan Ol' Ol¥1st1anity \'$0Uld got, mile 

ranain.lng within tho fold. of liin~isn. 2 This atra1nod the 

l:aletion botwaon tho govGrnnent and tho EznqV4 s.. 

The otthodox soction of tne BQX!EQSt liirulua did n.rt 

11ke theso organized 6nd 0 defi.&nt;.l movanent of tho SdlavDs. 

The v1giuz- and onthust.afill' of the EahDvas to ennJ.hilato the 

bam11lot1ng casteip on the ono nand ond tho 1nt<TI:'.aot of 

the ,ava£naa to reteln theil' c.a!;Jte hegEtlony OVeJ:' untouch

ables on thG oth:O%" cousod a nuobor of s!d.m1dlos battvoon 

tho Ji!Jl.Umaa and 'thG SzhQvll s 1n vazo1ouo ·pDrtr; of Travancore 

11he l<ot ta. Kadekkavur, tlrunatdcu-o ate.~ 

Ono of 'tho important solution to casto auppreso:lon, 

sci.ously coneidt»:ed by tho Ezhava laDders coo convero!.on. 

Th<*'o t:Ds, ho1.-:.-ovor. no unonimity of opinion on tho quosUon 

of convoraion ond the a-e11g1on to cllich conversion '-1CJG to 

bo ~ugnt. \'G:dle c. v. 1tunjur&1!an S~JPpol'ted Ott1st1an1ty, 

C. ltzo1r:)ltwn woe in favotQ: of 6uddb1~ uncl .Roz"1cbchc3n Uuppon 

fro;) tlnlabDt" Optod for Brahmo zoeligion. c, v. l'.unjurc:lon 

1.1,.~ 

2. P.K. t1Ddlwvan, ~ ...... Vol. I• pp.l3l-31. 

3. M"mrasl!• April 1916• pp.25•26: Uoy 1918; t.lorch .1920, 
p.ue. . 
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p.J'oforre<l Chr1ot1en1ty in 'tho light of tho f.evouro the 

Christians ~received ln travancore. Tho fce'tor vm1c:h 

1nducod ltr1ennon to opt Buddh1.tn was tho possibility of 

·social and moJ.>al uplift • .a. The ~eo son ~h perau•d.ed 

Rar:ichc:han t.1uppan to Gabrec:e Br:ahmo l"el1g1on t.1lls S.te 

ant.1•1co1ot%'y, antl casto1sa and oppo$1t1on to pzoi.esthood. 
' 

' Ho v.o::y stNoroly Cl"itic1sSd ~1• 6 conseer&Uon of tonples 

ood o\bor 'J:'eligiou $ activ1 ties. · Acoo,.-dino to him sv'..om1 • e 
. . 

octi¥1t1os wero nothing but unscrupulous imitation of 

Brabmanical practices ~nd this would only lead to strati• 

flcat.ion .of. mutual entagonlsn among tho Ezhaves. 2 He adted 

tho S."'Dmy to indUc.o tile Szhavae to Join aratrno roligion. 3 
. . . 

sahodbalt'an Ayyappan, \'4'10 p.~:opogatod the phUosOphy of 8 no 

caste, no rf;)l1g1on. no God for mcm0 t:Os neither against 

Chr1stlon1ty, nor scaa1not euddhisn. though in tho later 

po%1od ho enbrccod Buddhisa,4 in the beginning he noither 

eu,portod conversion nor oppoeod it. Hot'lfovot", he t:~ao to 

Com:;ton\ lotor thnt, •P&st expe:"10flcoa tou~Jbt one thut so 

1on9 aa Hindus ronainod Hindus, it is impoasiblo t.o \"d.pe 

out co sto feeling from thou oind. • ln support of 

1. c. Krid.lnun, • Eo Uathcoaenu 1\!a.:nmudo Ab1msnotho lted\.'thiyDthu, • 
P. ~. BollJlu:-isbnun ( cd.), l$!iQY&£!2QQy£y, gp. c1£a, pp.~7. 

2. Wi$,QXGdi, i\pr11 1917, Vol.-5, No.4, pp.38-40. 

3. );M.d .... 

4. t.1.1'- sanoo, ,RQ, c1s, • p. ~1. 
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Chr.iat.J.MJ.ty he Oilid• •tt is bott.ot: to convon to 

Christicnitv in vitich tbe~"e is no untouchability and un

opproachobility.•1 , 

Anothot section od'vocDttld tho founding of o new 

rolf.gion. Pot this pul"pooo so;no of ~~' s di.sciples 

approached him.. In h1s lottb:t Dddresood to th<l Guru, 

SivaptO$<ldt one of tho d1seiplos of the S\\Cmi, snid th£lt 

his ( &t-ra=nf.t s) toachings of Br&hm.:inical pt'Dct!C OS to 'thG 

Eahtwils would not ronovo mutUDl antagonisn within tho 

cammun1ty. 2 Jl t i.i · sal,Jtion ho appeal od to tho Guru to 

preucb ~·new· religion \\il1el'r is castol$ss 11ko Buddbisn. 
' . 

Othorniso let Ut1 give an open pm::misnion to conve¥"'\ 
to Sucl~isn or ~1stian1ty or BrCilhmO roligion, 
r.hatover tJo l1ko to provide llt l§ast ouzo off springs 
to l'JClvo ft'oe<km and uos:J.dly life; 

Tho ccnvorsion idea did not get much of a support. 

sinco mottt of tho prco1nent l~ders r.:ero opposod to it. 

T.l<. l~1odhovan,~ur.1aran Hean, r.~u:ltoth l<.uo~Dn dnd obovo ull 

S:GO f!arqrana C::Uru blm Golf opposed this 1deil. In foet, 

in the universalist out look of the Guru conversion had no 

plDc c. In c oencago ~o 'the hll aoligious Conf crenc e D' 
Alr:oyo Advllito ~shrGml.l in 1924 ho said, 

1. -rah~Dfi"'?Dt l.loreh...r.lay 1920 (t1o~*1edam 1095 t1r:) • 
ol. , ·~s. 1.1-12, p.2.90. 

2. Lattor dated .12 Fearuu:.y 191'7 (1st Ku-abum 1092 ~Hi) quotod 
in, L~J.,.uy.iS!~ 'lorch 1917, VollPa. No.3, pp.252-3. 

3-l~ 
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This groat parliament of religion makes it 
llbundantly clear tbat \he ultJm~te goal of all 
religion .l.s the oano and so thore 1a no need 
for followors of different religions \o indUlge 
1n mutual conflict. 

Tho religious conference &nd repulse of Vlli'kkcm satyogrtJha 

pacified tho onthud.asu f~ eonveraion by a section of 

Ezhavas for tho time bolng. 

The ValkkQD setyagt:aha was an agitation launched 

under 'tho auepiceo of lndlfln Nat.t.onal congroos and under 

~e l()cuSer$ll1p .of r. K. t.\adhavan. K. P. · Kesava t.:tonon. K. 

Kelappan, Kuru Nanboodbiped, Goos-ge Joaeph ate., in front 

of the g~${)t tenpl.e a'\ Va1kkan1 'to open the roads leDdlng 

to this temple, t_.ad1tiona1ly off bou.nds to tho low castes. 

this satyagraha WE~s a p#oduct of various factors like the 

conSS.stont and t1resOme work of T. K. Macltavan eoopora'tion 

ond GnthusiadD of the educatod r!iDYA£Q8 middle class and 

finallY the w1deeproad influence snd populDrlty of Moha1mo 

Gandhi and the Indian National Congress. 

r.ladhovan roallsod tha\ by tho more preatnting 

resolutions in tbe "'ssunbly, there wore not going to ac:hS.ove 

anything. He was watching vd.'th growing intero s.t tho freedOm 

movenent that waa takibg ebapo uhde:r the leadership of 

tlahotme Gandhi and the lndion National congress. By thia 

time tenple ont.r:.y of untoucbtJbles was one of the important 

los\Uls of the Indian. Notional Congress. Madhavan, thorefor0,, 

thought of approuc.h1ng to the Concp:Qss •~ help. 

1. Vaikkan ie generally knov.Al os Dal:sblnakad. or Varunoe1 
of the a.outn. 



Another mport4nt ~oason lr.bich canpelled t.1odhnvDn to 

oeek Congress help was tho failuro of the League for Equal 

ct.vk R1ght s for campaigning against the pract.tce of 

untouchab11.1ty. Though the eepuot1on of the Dov& etmm fran 

the Revonuo t.1as ono of the irnponant a.chievG:tents of tho 

Leoguo Gnd bent() the ezbavao got sane jobs in sirkar sarvleo. 

they \?Oto still eXcluded f:rcm hight."JCJY r; and public buildings 

ond prob1bl.ted ~J:Om ontering and 4PPto&ch1ng caste Hindu 

tanplo e. According to Robbln .Jeffrey •. ·•the C1v1c Rl.gbt 

Lcaguo ht~d beon quick to fotgat ·the ant1-untoucbeb111'ty 

eepoct of ito or191na1 pi'091'amtne tibon the major griovanco 

of tho educated &yr1on Christiano was met. •1 This di""" 

appoS.ntmon\ rl.l:th the League alao drove IJadhovan to Gaok 

thO holp of Gondh1j1. 

Apal"t from tho cppooition of tho govorn:nent ond the 

failure of tho Civic Rlgbt Leegucf to f~ght again at un

touc:hob111ty a ti>OC't a of 1t.s original progrs:rae. tho s~lport 

fr<X:l tho Eahave CQ'Mi1Un1ty in general2 oe well as f.l'<rn those 

Ezhavae in the gov•rment. senie.e3 
\.108 not available for 

the social strugglo against untouchability and other 



ossoc.J.a'ted disabilities. st.nco 'the mojo.r.S;ty of thG Ezh&vao 

""~ere sf.l'll1d of tept1sal s frcm their ca,eto HindU land lords, 

they kept away fran the movGent. 1 Tbose who \-J<Ue 1n tho 

govcnnent serVice &lso had not givon anv active support to 

ua<Rlavan' s belligerent talk of forceful temple ontty, 2 as 

they f OD~od that it vJOUld be inte:t:prGtod as sn anti-govern

mont ect1v1ty. Therefore. Uadhavan had no choice other 

than to oppoal to the congress f 0.1' support in ordor to 

acUvate' the movsn<'wrt~ 
: . ' 

\'.bon Gondbiji vl e1t.od south India in 1921 tlDdhavan 

met tUm o~ Tlnnevell~ on »th SO,?tonbor 1921 (14 -Konni 

109'7 MS) to aook h1o adVieo for taple ¢nUY in Tr~voncore. 

fjDhetmaj1 adVisod him to offs C1vi1 D!sobedienco. 3 Gondb1j1 

o ssUl:'od thot tho Kerala ProvinCial Congr:e ss CQ'i'rnitt oo r,taould 

take Up tho matt=/~ M-edbaven desc~1bed hlo 1ntorv1ow t4th 

l:ldlatmaJ1 as ll unlquo C01pta:1ence. "t"Jlen 1 cat noar r.1ahatmaj1, 

1 folt a ebanga ls ct1ning ovc ay ott1tudtt. Jj tho attitude 

. of t.lohetmoii torJords tGllple ontzy hDd ini'S)irod both the 

ed.Ue&ted .evez;nB mlddlo class ae woll &s tho Ezhavoe. casto 

Hindu leadoro like Chllngaoochon:y Pa.:D:lesr.:arlin PllloJ.. PDtt&ll 

J.. Aobln Jaffrey (eel.). !OOP.la hinsoa onst eergnoyQ.\ 29!iir• 
p.l53. 

2. f4od£gg na&&. !S lJay 1920, p.5. 

3. r.1.t(. zanoo, pp.e&t, • p.413. 

4, ·fet!c&ad ella Of {•Vlbfdm9 SfDnflb&t Ahmadabad, Vol.>txl, 
• pp:I - • 

5. t\, K. sanoo, SSe &''• • p.406. 
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Thanu P1llo1. t. K. Volu ,Pilla! ote. • expressed their 

G\fPpo:t't fm: tsnple ontry .l 

In Dseenbo:r .1923, along \dth K.t.,. Panicker .and 

K. P. t'oeavo tiionon, t1tJdl\t~van. attendod tho Kald.n&d.O e.ossion 

of tho Indi.~Jn Met1ono 1 eongrose2 end succ eodod in getting 

o t:osOlut1on fo~ tho removi)J. of untouchob111 ty odopt,od by 

tho subject Conlmitteo of tho congr~:as. Ae o c.cnsequenco 

1 t \".til s docS.ded to irrtenolfy tbe prograsnme ~ 01' ~odication 
I . 

of untoucbab111tv. The KoraltJ pJ:"ov1nc1Dl CQ"mflittoo met· O\ 

ez.nalullam on 24th January 1924 and fo~tDod a cCr.a::titteo fo~ 

tno ~ranovel·of untoucbab11lt.y. 3 K.P. K0eova l.lonon. A.K. 

P11lo1, T.K. uadh.avon and othOX"s toured &11 perts of Korala 

to explain 'to tho pooplo tho eongroos pi'99J:t:i.;ne. It r.:oo 

doe1ded to ston c .eatya~ehD ct Va1kkca on 30th Uarch 1924. 

This SGtyQg.rtlha tras. indeed, not for tGDplo antzy bUt for 

. the r19i\t of tho ,ava£no p 'to uoo tho toeds neDr tho tsns>le. 4 

In polnt of fact, 1't. \"Xlo tho Va1hkcr;t &OtyagrtbJ t.-nlch for 

tho first time revealed 'tho depth of tho evils of untouch

ob111ty in Indlo.5 

l. 6Ja1d, a P• 4l:l. 

2. K.P. Kesava uonon. tso£4/!12 ISoA£m, Koahlkode (3d odition), 
J!l69 , p.l5B. 

3. Thl& cc:mm1ttoa wuo conet1tuted witn 1~. Kolcppan, T.K. 
Uadhovan, Kurur Na::Jbood1ripad, T.lt. Krishna ~Y lY"'Gr 
and K. Velayudha t.1enon as manbe~s. 

4. ~EG~! KD&eYdit J.st l~1Dy .1924, p,l4 

5. Boso uniJ:lo, "0undb1' G stlllld on Hu:nun rilyhts in tho Vaihkan 
uotyDg.rcha,• pagdh&. Jou;mal of Paace Foundrltiont Vol.2, 
t~o.l, 1tpr11 .193:>, p. • 
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Tho czovOJ:"mont. follcmod o. rapresolve policy of 

arrost and iilcorcu&Uon. K.P. ~os8va t.1enon and t.K. 

Mad}lavan worG &ttes't.Gd on 7th Aprll Dnd sentenced fn 6 

montbe Gimplo J.mprl&ORnont. 1 It t"JD& fol10\'10d by tbo enost 

of A.K. Pillei. K. Kolapp~an, K. VeJ.Dyudhe uenon, GOo&"ge 

Joseph ond otb~s on 9tb £Jnd .Ll-th of .ApJ:11. 2 Dut ~fter tho 

orJ:oct of G~ge Joseph and otberG on .utb Aprll, incD.&"COJ'D• 

tion t:lil$ d1scont1nuod. an~ ~1cadoo were put. on tho I'OOds 

ogainot the setYDQI"~is• l'ihOt thflro \lpon oat 1n. fi!Ont of 

tb~. In tho m~on\i'lllc eoty.e;rabe becamo all 1nd1D fs;,ous 

end attracted lea date fran all over lndla~ 3 Qoi'ldhi jl 

v1&1tod Volkkcm on Btb Uarch 192a and hold d1scu~Gion 1.-:dtb 

Regent t1ohOrGn1, tho Do~n. the Pollee CCX:l:l1os1ono:r and tbo 

costo HindU leadore. 4 As o a:osult of hlo diocuosion the 

govo:'nlnent og~"oed to withdrD~ the po.llce on<l l"G!lOVOd the 

b&ttieactos on cond1Uon that the sotyagr.ah1.e would not 

ontor the foJ"bJ.ddon pan of tho stroet.e. 5 By tJo'VG'!lbGr 192!\ 

'tho government DgJ:ead to thl'ot-J open o11 Gtt:ooto oxcopt to 

1. ~g P• 11 npril 1924• 
*p.Ofiivo t1enonl ~'l 'j~ pp.169-9. soa olso, 

ldcm, ,(iiQSfhan§t!li_ · ·- __ , PP• • • 

2. T.l<. Rov1naran, .Ye).~k& .~SYll9£fth~ ,enct 'i!Pdl!&a P• 03. 

3. c. noj~opoltJChor1, Vij&ya ADghevachar1£J~, ~ v. Ra.'lc 
e.~aoi l'm!clter came to Volklc.an to load tho ~agroha. 
Tho Slkh cebmun1ty frcm Punjob offered di#act s'U1>port by 
opening a kltcben for tho catycgz-ah1s. out by thlo time 
Gondb1j1 a&«ed to withdl'cw non-tiS.ndua and non-Kora1it•es 
frc:m the movsnont. Goo, 
KaiPla 1)~. l9th June 1924, p.L. 

4. Ills ,HJ.JlC!u, 14 uoxcb 192!). 

s. c;(Q&J.sssuJ .t:OJ>lf. a al t;\a!!i1!n.4 GMS!bl. Vol. xxv.t. PP. 396-7. 
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tho oo.stot:n sldo. 1-lt tills poin'• on the Dd\fie o of Genctaiji, 

\ho GD't\'Dg.tahe \1\lo \11thdi'a\\1'1. 1 

though tho immediate effoct of this movaaont \7&S 

neg11g1blo in tho matter concG~"nod a1th untoucbabU1ty ond 

unappi'Oachebll!ty. it could crooto aomo ltnpect bath in tho 

·social llnd po.lit1ca1 history of lndla. thls satvagraha me 

. tho flrct movGDont Ylltch brouQht tho question of civil -~1ghta 

of tho socalled J~ossod e1acsoo tnto·tho forofront of 

Xndlon po11t1ce and onphasJ.eod 1nt.al connection bo'\woen 
' . 

Hindu tenplos and the 41eab111tios of 'tho ,ft!t£!i! c.o::a:nunltiee. 
. . 

The &G'tyogratw !#ought the ooeial d1sob111t1oo og untol.~hableo 

to tho forof~ont and mado it o probla:n.. of pl"octi:c:Jl po11t:lc o. 

Tbo G)ftlpathy vAU.cb that oatyagrubo r~ltod J.n ell. pf-i::-ta of 
.. ,. . . 

Indio. ond impetus 1t g~ve to tho national otruggle of 

deproosod cluosoo for oc.uol.S.ty v:ore r~arltlli>lo. In short 

th1o eutyagraho croatod a public opinion cgain ot tho ay Gt<r.:l 

og untouchob1Uty und una;.::>pzrocch~bil1ty genel:lllly in Indio 

and pul:'tic:ulcrly in Keralc. t\nother rost~lt of tho sotyagr:dla 

woo thct tho 1doc of c onv or slon to oth or £'ol1gion a ~ e 

stoz,pod for tho time. boing. In the PalpothUX"Utby ooot1ng 

of the s. N. D.P. Yogc.tn in 1927~ 1t ~o doeidod to foracah.o 

tho idoa of convoroion ones ut;kod Ua."l~JVU$ to follow tho ideo 

of nono eaate ... o.na ro11g1on ond ono God for o~n," of Groe 
2 Nur cy ana Guru. 

1. {JOr.I£.Co t.1a1!t 9 Pol:Q:uaz.y 19Z, p.4. 

2. 11'Adt t p. 124t). 



lt 1$ !.nterenting to examine tho role of tho 

s. N. D.P. Yogsm and the Szhovas in tho genesis ond dwolop• 

mont of 'the Vaikkco satyagraho. Though f;ladht:~van was a . 
prominent· menbez' of the s. N. o,P. Yogem. neither the 

s. N. o. P. Yoga nor tho Ezhava · c:Qntnuni.ty. rJero "dGPQnst.blo 

for Vaikkan f;J8tya~cha. 1 Though the f)iltyd.~ahD ir.cl.udecl 

pa.r:t1c1panto fJ:om all costas. 1oader$bip ""'&mostly itt thG 

hands of tho •auuu& :Tho Ezbova community t~s on tbo 

whole indifferent. 2 then the eatyag.&:"aha \'lllflG inaugurated. 
' 

the s. N. D.P. Yogam did not cane out with a clear cut 
' ' 

policy rogud1ng t,enple ontty. This 1ndee1sion 1a ba" 

reflected 1n c. v. Kunjuranan• s ~rds dlo stDted that 1't 

rr.:os time tho .EzhOvas ser1011~y eonaldered \-~lethe%' to 

ext.Gnd sUPpo:-t. "to a movonent \l'bieh might olthor be conducive 

for tholr davolopmont or detrimental t.o it. 3 The Secreto:y . 
of tho YogG:n iowod a notieo 1n itwctJob: collin9 for n 

oeeting to cono1cter tho attitude torlilzods tho cat)l'lgraha 

•till tho rosolution on fz:eodan of movement r:ao Gt1ll undar 

eonsider~Uon in the ~ono:nbly. •4 This shot~a tha roc:~l 
1ntorost and DttJ.tude of the s. N. .0. P. Yoga:t. Vf.ll'iouo 

1. Ks.rola J5rtlYU.U,dj., 10 t'\p.t:11 1924, p.l. 

2. C.l. P. ll:ookunDran Nair • SPa S~l· t P• 763. 

3. ~.s;a).a Kw!QYS!l• 10 ttpril 1924, p.l. 

4. !.b&~· 27 Novenbar 1924. p.l. 



' ' 

f<:ctor s \"JJt'o reeponsiblo for th1s lack of eoopsotlon f~:an 

the s. N. t\ P. Yogan ond tho Eahavao. 

By thie t!nu~ tho s. t~ ll.P. Yogm wns dr'fided into tt~ 

diff OJ:ertt QJ-Oups \ihlch followed tv."O entkoly dlff e::ont 

1deolog1os. one section r.nlch was influenced by tho uppOI' 

strata of the Szhava comr:tunlty under ~ Krlstman was an 

ardent eneny of tho Indian H:ltionol congroos. The othc 

QI'Oup r.hleb waa led by .T •. K. Madhavan S'epresentod tho. 

naUonal1st element in the EahDvas, toolt active part .in the 

eotyagraha. c. v •. Kunjuraman ond sahodharan ''yyappan t-~re 

not tho GUfJportcs .of. ·satyagran~. As thay bolievod thilt the 

un~ouchab111tv and unapp~ehab1l1ty ~oro illogol thev ~nted 

to huvo the sign boards ·indicating unapproachobil1ty ra:lOVGd 

not by eatyagraha but by ·foJ:Co. 1 nut both of them actively 

pott1e1patod 1n tho aovonent. sri Nar.syans Guru him eolf 

ccao out. with t-:am oxpl:'ess1on of sympwthy Dnd support for 

tho eatyCJgr.lhu movanont. 2 Accordlng to tho adVteo of 

t.1ohDtma Gc:n&i, d1en the outaidera and the non~U.nduo t10re 

t:~lthdra\.n from tho movanant, c. v. Kunjuraman etDnod a 

~&xor1 eKfr!st!:vtogn (a handful of r!eo contribution from 

each ~£Oily ovcry dOy) \~1eh holped to fcod the oatyograhl.s. 3 

1. u. K,. sanoo, gp. cUa, pp.4la-9 

2. G. PriyodarGOnon, 11Norayen" Guruvun Vaikkcxn Slty<lgrahovw, • futt.fl·C· PJ..a~iQYa 4'u,b1l gg_so..YJ!go1F,. Pih s&ta • pp.143-0. 
r. P. t.loramom1Bran says t at tliore aro empla roosona 

to bol1ovo ttnt tho S-;Omiji \o::ac not in canplote agras:nent 
t!i th satiaurell'l covf:tlont. Ho GfJV s it cannot be said that 
the ~~ hold tho GDme viet'~& os Gandhi. regarding eatyagroha 
as o moans of solving the problen of pollution and · 
untouehobillty. soo, · 
POl:Gi:ilEUirJOl"an, 9R•C.J$..a.t p.l45. 

3. c. KosovGn, ,Q.Q1 ci:t,, p.145. 



But gonGI'ally the cooperation and support of the 

Eaht:~vo eGM'lunity ~~~as far faoan sD~isf&ctOJ:V. Of the 

nineteen satyagtsh1o t'lbo \1GJ'e convicted J.n the fitst phDso 

of the oatyagraha only ono wa ,e an. f!'V&£9& tU.ndU, 1 C. 

Rtl Jc' gopa·lachtUri • 2 and Ayyamutt", Gounda.r. uoro d1 eaat1sfiod 

with tho lock of coopere'tion frem the E2havaa· 

Tho most importc:nt :rooaon fo.r this 1nd1fferonce of 

tho Eahc"ae ~owards this $!lty&:grahil was concornGd v.d.th 'the 
\ ~ . . 

attltudo of a aecrt1on of 1:ho Erhava· middle closo to-rJatd$ 

tho Indian NaUonel COngress and the Br111th 1Jnpor1al1sn. 

Tho aodere'to section of tho Sat&eva middle class bad vozy 

greot rospect clnd faith' 1n the British eQftse of justice 

Dlld feb' play. They had_ .f.mb1bed colonial tdoology. Kuneran 

A san, c. Kr1'shnan, Balpu and othors had believed that the 

lit'tlo pr1v11oges m1ch they onjoyod wore due to the 

foro19n tulo. 3 During the tlmo of tho coronation Of British 

King ce tbo rtlpo.o:r of 1nd1a. the S.N.llP. Yogam celebrated 

1t in all ova1: KerDlo crnd aent o r.neosago v:bich Gill~ 

The ~ N. D.P. Yoga:n 1 iln association ropt:esont1ng 
the Thiyy as. tho most: nun erou o and indu otriou s 
ca'Dunity in t.1alabUZ', Travanco:r:e und · COc:hin beg 
ros;:>cctfully to ackno\'U.«;ige thoi.t' gratitude fo:r: 
the nu-aerous benof1t the can:nunity have J:tceived 
botb directly and A.ndi.rac,ly fron the British rule 
to offOX" thoU' most loyal and beurtfel:t 

1. Robin Jeff rat ( od. ) • EPeR1s EEAo; g,;. Dns! fiiiWQYOl fmve~>, 
p. l53. ' ' 

2. Ib9 H1QSW. 27 Uay 1924. 

3. ~chuthan •. SQ.c1s •• p.l4l. 
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COnQrtltulutions to Y0\0:' Uajosty' s on this 
ou epic lou s oceo cion."' 

scme of' tlltfl considered thct tho Britishm:s WQJ:'o sent to 

Indio by God to prot.oct tho· l!lvaxno s f&-cxn thou sec1al 

gr1ovanco~ 2 TberofOI'Eh tho Ezhavo considered that the 

1ntprovoaent of urrtouchoblos tn the social and oconanlc 
' ·. ' 

fiold ~-:an dUo to tho 1nfluonco of Br1Ueb acm1n1strot·ton. 

And Z~t tho &&me time. they thought that the Indian 

National congroes \1lJ s an ail India, organizotion of the 

Gfll!0£0!&. to rot() in and continuo thou $0Clal • polt..ticel 

and oeonan1c bo9nonv ovor the untouchables. 3 They had 
f.... 

llttlo faith in the congress and thou movanent for p£aJ. 

Ao fo~ l~iohnon and o\hel" Eab&VIl leadot'. so long Ds 

coato1sn woe oxJ.sting 1n Indio, .Ind1ano did not deserve 

oolf govornmont. •Reflection of a Tb.S.yya Boy• t'Jritten by 

Kuavlran Aacn in ·.ISO&, =ought out hie doop concern about 

tho m1so.roblo plight of 'the do,-;ntrodden untouchobloa. 

Ho t:rotc:n 

1. ,~SllHZi~· Novenbor J9ll to Januuzy J.912 (Vr1seh1kCQ• 
onu o l1 E) • Vol. VIII, f\to e. 6-9, p.184. 

N. 1~unaran .--.~n wrotQ u poan coptionodl 0 Delh1 1<1reeda
dhcraruc,11 in ab1s poEm ho o:<tolled BJ: tith 1mperiol1tlll 
end ita benevolent rulo. 
l!l1,d,.. pp.l ~-ea. 

2. fv.el!f:~ff@.• Jonuasy-Pobruary 1916 ff.1okor~ 1091 r.'E), 
oi.x I 1 i.Jo.lO, P• 351. . 

3. ui$.'i~i!.£l• DCC C'Jbor 19! 7, Vol. 5 t 1\'0.12, PP• 31-32. 
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"t'.hy $houldst thou "~11, then. o Bhe&"at? 

Thy slliVOJ.Y is thy dosttny, 0 A.1othcl 

Thy sons, bllndod by caste, ela&h. among thensalves 

And got ktlledJ l\hc't for 1& foteodan then? 0 J. 

This ~s tile general tendency of a good section of 

tho edUcated Eahava s totJDI'ds Indian frea&m. They argued 

that till 'the time the untouchables gained noceasary self• 

confidence to dantJnd tho11' rights fzoom govGl"rraont, tho 
' '~ •. . . ,_ 

British J\dn1niatJ:at1on should be eont.1nuoc.t in India. 
\ ~ ~ 

· otherwise. they feclrod that the condl"tions of the un

touchables lrlOUld ageJ.n be hewel's of· wood and drowors of 

~l(:lter. 2 kCCOJ:ding to Ks:1$hnan, tho ~coss of the Hane 

Rule group would not. bo tho SJCeoss of ~he untouchabl_es 

and no foa~:"od that the mieorablo plight of tho untouchables 

in the pr1ncoly state \..Ould $P"ead to areas trh1eh taere 

diroctly under the Iki t1 sh control • after the succ eo s of 

the Ho:no RulerD. Therefore. he asked hie people to organize 

tho miehtv &gVD£QO comounity ond their organization tho 

Indian ~ational Oongross, ~ich '~nted G~~roj. 3 L1ko 

"'mbadkor, ~1ehr.\:(n also con.sJ.do:-ed that. tho movc;;:Jcnt of 

Gelndl11J1 as, •s.rrosponeible" ~:~nd "1ncune. • In h.is lotters, 

-----------------------------l. Poe:n reproduced aftor tranoldtion in u. Govindan, JmeSi'\1 • 
p.23S - trdnslation was dOne by .K. hYVDP()O Pcm1k1Hll'. 

2. nchutllan, RP• sea.s... p. 141. see Ol so. 
~'-t~ .. vpg&, Decanber 1917, Vol.!l, l\!o.12, p.SJ.. 

3. t.1Ue!ilsJ!., o:tobor 1917, Vol.a, 1~.w. pp.2-3. 



\".bleb ho addrossod to tho &.aboUl' Party loadars. George 

LandbU%)' and llrG- Lord Athol, Kr1sbnon described 'thG 

cctivl t1os of l.labotma Gandhi as *'destl'uct1v:ect and a 

•Hlclalcyan Blunder. 01 Palpu GD}'th "Tho Congross came 

hero t14tbout our knowlodgo or pemiselon and bavo novertht 

1 ess l:e:>t sloof fro:n them GO as not to d1 sp,J.ea no tho 

ou'thorit1on. •2 Just like K:1shnan, anoth~ prominent 

Eah&va leadex- f~ M&laba~:, SU:i f.1Urltkoth Kum(lran, also 

oppO$Od Ganclh1ji and his satyagraha movt,;,mcmt and Ciy11 

Disobodionce Movenent. This v.:as mainly l;:;oeause of hS.s 

beliaf that c0 long as tho caste gr1evancos ox1stoct. if 

i)t ol~ self 9ovorn.ncnt \o.:aa obtDinod it will only bo a me:i-o 

trunsfor of pO\\~ from tho v.hito man to the upper casteo. 3 

~G tbio s&tyt!lgraho r~Qs controlled by' t.\aba't.rnil Gandhi and 

tho IncU.on National Congrens. th1JJ influential soct1ons 

c::aong tho Eahovoo did not eooporoto t"Jith this movonont. 

Thoro is no w:ln~or thut a section of tho Ezhuvas non

cooporutod with the Va!l~kc:m sDtyagtoha, v-.hich t:oa launched 

under tho au ~ic ea of the Indian NOtional congress and 

under tho control of lJohatma C..(.lndhi. Though this oov onont 

Vlil& started for opening thO :r:oodo to Vail;k<m tsnplo, \he 

Eahcvo oidcllo closa frightened that their cooperation \'doth 

the Indi.cn r~tionDl congress, the c;xdent onemy of the 

1. Lotter dilted tho 213th t.1arch 1936 qUoted in 
Hchuthon, SQ.Ji3t$a. t p.l96. . 

2 • • Q.t:. fatey..J?Bs!ei• Pile rio. 1 • . 

3. tlurltot t<unbappa, ttlurlsQ1i .lSYD~J:Dt!t" pp.l61-S. 
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Br1t1sh lmp0%'1e11tm in ln~a \"JJUld cause bad rolot1on 

\."lith tho lUt,ter. secondly 'they profonod Br1t1eh 

pararnountacy to .ll\1Ka 1 Dnd Nationeli. sn ~ oolf govornm en't 

of th-o Congross1 bee au so they f o&l'od thD't tho &YJQiflJ of 

tho Cong.ross tl'IOOnt t~Waitqnont of tho &l'!!Q£Maa thoroforo, 

thGy wolcQned British supo:.cmaey rDthor than tho national1SD 

of tho congro so. 2 

FrQ'Q this lt is eleaJ: that the ~va olltee hod 

no gra~ of the nature of et1tish colon1al rulo in Indio 
' . 

ond tho freedan they visualised or r;c.tntod ~6 of a limited 

character. As K.N. Panikkar has doseribed about tho 19th 

century intellec.tuals3 the E%hava elites of 20th centu~ 
tvcro alao under a ttfalsa coneciousnessn and hence thoy 

failed to g:riJ~ the contradiction bet~'1t,um Brit1t.b imperia

lisn and the interests cf the Indian pooplo Ymich lad thG'l 
' 

to balleve that fre.odom from Britlsh rulo tr:.ould roinforce 
. . 

tho traditional fo;an of .i'JXA£0! hogenony both in the aocial 

and political f!old. Having 1mb1bod tho colonial ideology 

in pl&eQ of tho- traditional foms of authority, it wae 

difficult for then to percoivo tho t;pil'1t of rwt1onal1GD. 

Thoy tended to identify tho .riso of not1onul1sn vJith thG 
. 

ro1nforccmont of UilditionDl foms of author1tiy oonctionod 

1. J(1!(2Jsgr¥fx,!Ih 1901 (1083 MS), Vol.4, No.1, p.5. 

2. c. KoSllven, ... ctot.S&:ta.• Vol. I, p. 30 7. 

a. sot?, t~ N. Pcmitdtar, f!:gfil-lad$fts'ua.;rs.~1J2!J ili• 
An~cn HlA!ft G9D9f.v2~Uh T • x Son on, ~ligurh, 
19 • pp.l • 
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Another ooction of tho emavaa. followod the poliCy 

of c:ooporotion with the goverrment to get thoir g1:ievanco$ 

recli'ossed. Thio section tms ~:eedY to dO anything for thoir 

self1sb 1ntorest. 01 tho 2nd cttobo.l: 1924, \ilen N. Kumoran 

1ntrodUCed a ro:eolution 1n tho L.ag1slat.1vo council for

J;'cmoving tho ben on the untoucb&bl-os to u.o& pub11c &-ODd and 

high \701 s, thDt resolution .wos lost by a lono vote. Tbia 

solit~x:y vote to defeat this resolution \'\f<ltl cost. not bV the 

.gpxamoo but by Param.os\~ran, one of tho founding loadors of 

the s. N. D.P. Yogam; and the youngor brothOI" of Palpu. 1 In 

0 lottor to (l(Jndhi 0 S!ltyagr&.hi t.«'ote. •1 ~ D dletnOd to &flY 

ono mc:mbcr of tho deprosood and prohibi"tocl clDosos hiclsoU! 

votod ogc.t1nst tbo oot~ and sided with th<; gOVQ'tOGnt. o2 

The reocon t:.h1eh portuodod ''()ranocrroran to coot hie vote · . 
llgu1nst tho primury e1v1e right of hlo caumunity io Ve'l/:'f 

1ntorosting. Porcaonv:.::l.t'Dn and his oupportero wontod to 

rotD1n tho Qi..s:esa~ lr;u of inncr1tcmce. 3 Govarnnent 

a sSJrod h1tl sano fovow:o to microdt.<yan. 1£ ho voted Dgoinst 

tho l"OGOlution "~tlich tJutJ 1ntroducod in tho council for getting 

1. ppxpns.oru.g:.,i,el;alA~~n;.&&. J?Aocg~nqn, VI 
rc;.lt'uw.ty 1'-':;oct PP• . • 

2. X,cupq I,o_cy.o, 19 february 1925. 

3. By .that timo tho &:VltJVao r;o.ro divided into tt.iO sections on 
tho question of lD\·1 of inheritance. Tho modern educated 
Ezhavos \".tan'ted to brcQk the low of inheritance of mutr11ny 
and tho otxturo of both m.:ltr111ny Dnd patriliny tilot is 
gcnet"&Jlly ltnor:n us m11ir&JdUYQQ• It r:uo ogo1nst tho attitude 
of Pul'~ocrx>.INln to rata1n thta~dDXft law of J.nher1tanco. 
Therefore. tho Ezh~V'-' o o~ Trovc.mcoro t;·;ero dividod into tt.«>. 
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freedcln of uslng public roads and high ways. 1 ln the samo 

r-l;().y the .Ezbavt) officials a1 so supported tho governm ont and 

opposed satyatraha. 2 

~nothOJ' J."eason wa o that a groUp of youths did not 

have bo11of in the non-violent saty ag.raha to rsnov o tho 

noUco boal'd t-JU.ch prevented the untouchables to use that 

roads. As those boa.~:ds r«Jl'o illegal and 111eg1t1mate it 

vl4s considered tha.t it was thoir right to renovo thG'.i'J by 
. . 

foJ"Ce. A big conuovort1J onsured bet,~een J)sueebt\!m&' ·ond . . 

-'S!lo lS~.tmYd& on this 'subject. As theso sign boards· 

1ndi.ca-t1ng unopproachab111tV \\0 s illegitimate, JSsalg 

JSt!!DW'J! under c. v. KunjurD:nen argued that thoao sign boards 

· t,lhould be ronovod by force. 3 At tho ssme time t.latfsavon 

argued for non-violence and as!(od to implcrnont GDndhiDn m 

moans of satyagrahD to och1ove thou ends. 4 This argt.ment 

batt~ocn thoso tv-.o voteran loadorn &lao croatod an ideological 

confuo1on iOltlong the youths. 

The other two 1mponant "ooGOns trrorcn (l.) tho vast 

majorit;y Qf tho J!zhavaa were 'too fGllr:ful of theA~: caste 

tU.ndU land lord e. Sine e the po~ .Eahavo s vJore dcp endent 

on tho casto Hindu land lords 1t tJOs .lmpotusible to give 

1. ~e!SQ~£9· Janut:~ry-Pobrum:y 1925 (l~akartJn 1100 r.1E) • 
oi.la, -10. J.9, p. 302. see ol ~J 

C. Kosovan, 9R•Ji& t,. , Vol. I, P• ~7. 

2. c. v. Uudhavoo ~ote to Chief secro'taJ:Y, tho s. fJ. n, P. Yogan 
. foll into tho hend& of •a few m:l.sguicled Eahavo young men, • 
lotter datod 31st O:tobe1- 1933 confidontial section. l.lr, 
t1adhavan was a high l!'anking officer. in Travanco.re 
Gov errment sorvlc e. 

3. C. KOCCJV.tlftt $aS&t1 t Vol. It p.356. 

4. lfi•Si$. sse alGO. 
::. sa_noo, 9Jla.s&t. • p.419. 
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th&ir open support to the satysgraha. (2) In addition to 

tlWt tbeoo poor illltm:-ate and ignorant Eztaava me csos ~e 

cctually thG slaven of ttsd1t1on and never likod to break 

that ago long tradition all in a· ~ddon. · Th9 pof:»r E~avDs, 

\-...hO WO.I'G running .after tho q>lrituol qUalitJ.os of Sl'oe 
• • . I ' • I '· " 

NDtayona Gu%u haJ littlo enthust.a~ for Gandh1an method of 

satyagrt~hQ dd.ch was re!Poneible for keeping thc::m av:ay fJ:"om 

thie movpont. 1 

Duo to the prosGUro exonod by , a f 01.1 orthodox Hindu,; 

.the govornnent did nOt hoep ~e 'prom1ntu3.tblich they assured 

during tho time of Valldum (&'QOUpen't. Thcu:ofore, a nunbar 

of GGtyagsrahas of th1& sOrt woro organizod in various ports . 
of Trovuncoro, liko suehindrun 1n 1926 and Tiruvoi'P 1n 1927 

tn ords to tot ~o 'tonplo roads opened. Tho govor-tecnt end 
\ 

tho oJ'thodOx Hindus eontinued thoU efforts to GUppress thin 

sDtysg~aha. 3 In connection ~4th Tiruva:rp tc;mplo Gondhiji 

again vJ. eltod Tr&vancol"o in 1927, Out it did not creute 

any serious impoct on the attitude of tho autllor1t1q and tho 

o~thodox Hindus. thoroforo, _daSue .ri'Q ~ e continued. In 

l9SO another ,ontyagrllho was stoned agDin ot wchindJ:an under 

®ndhl RD:lan Pi"'J.at.. But thto satyograho also foiled to 

1. Robbln Joffroy (ad.) 1 gfl9.e!9 ££1QCQQ Dhcl.fB£00!?JIQ$ PO\ ... 'SX:, 
p.Jb3. 

2. Tho Vaikkom settlEmon' r.a& 0 fl1m8Y 1n ono rospoct0 us 
Gandhij1 described it for tho goverrment htld token sholter 
unda 't11o tGl'Cl& •open to non Hindus..£ .. •• J• 
uetaadov Docai, ,ap, c1t1 t pp.21•22. 

3. tho, ~erDlj ~YaYdla 2l SGJ)tGDber 192'7t p. 1. SGe Ol so, 
t.\ohu r:N DOSO t .RR•S1S1 • p.22. 
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achieVe their ultJmate ond. Though tho N. s. s. and the 

s. N. o. P. joinoo togothor in fighting against tho Hindu 

orthodoxy and obscurantism, tho pol1tiea1 tumoil of oarly 

1930s was not condUcive to this cordial relot1onsh1p. Tho 

non-cc:mpx-ani.siny men.tal~tY. of the ~ars to retain tholz-

. un~ hoganony in tho airkaz service and legislature on tho 

one sido aru1. ~he inequity of ·sOc:tol di'sabilities of the 

Eahavao and the gro\."ling class consc1ovenoss of tho radieol 

soctions among the Bzhdva middle cl1()S$ Y"J\'tre ro.spon_&ible for 

'this bad relation between thoso tWo cQ'ilmun1tios. The 

fDiluro of tho etJ:ugglo to achieve :tho objocUve of ooc:1el 

oquality by getting tho ta.aplee oponed for thit:h thousands 

hDd suff erod o~ociolly duo to the opposition of tho orthodOx 

Hindus naturally il"ritated the radical youths of the SzhOvo 

C~"lunity. The other ,~:oason ttas the long a~-..ra1ted conct1tu

tional l'efoxm of 1932, \~ere instead of providing ony 

political opportunit1eo to the Christiono, tho EzbOva a or 

tho Uuslim middle class retained tho sUpremacy of c&ste 

Hindus esPecially the Noyars 1n the lagislaturo. Thls 

tended to conf..i.l:la the 1doo that tho Qovornnent of Travuncot:e 

~s for caota Hir)dUs and tho Ezhavae end othGr untouchables 

\"'.:ould not roceivo any benefit from this rogimo. Therofore, 

tho Eahavas ni!turally attracted to tho Olr1st1an and the 

Muol1m c~p to form a joint political Congroos. t.A.htch was 

formod to olioirn>te tho influenco of tho Ntlyors dlo had boon 



onjoylng tho political and bureaucratic monopoly of state 

fOI' contu~1es. for launching tho abetention movsnem 1n 

travancore. Thl.s led the Nay~s to leave tho camp of 

agit.Dtion fo:r: social oquollty. 1 This eooporat1on of tbG 

Sahavae \"4th non-Hindus obviously fri.ghtenod tho g~vem-

mont. Tborcfore, on 8th No:V~bo~ 19~ \'At.h tho DJm of 

getting the Ezhavas out of the join't political congress 

.goveJ:>rmont appointed IJ Tanplo .enuv !qqUU:y Ccmm1ttao. 2 

In thei~ rop~t tho. ccmmtttoe did ~ odvoeato tanplo ontxy 

to the .fl!DIQllGt Aecordlng :to then. uThero 1rs & skong 

foaling .. anon9 tho s!9£Dta tn fsvour· of tenplo ontsy. At 

the sane time 1t has to be recognised that there ia 

eonoidorcblo opposltion from a large boqr_ ·of the a§ya;og,a 

on the. othor side. c 3 But thE'/ ploadod for the uplif't of 

tho 9X,D£08;& f.l'al theil' SOCi8lt GCOna:llc. and pOlitical 

gr1ovaneGs and to pU\ an end to d.S.etont pollution and 

reeo:n:nendod 'tho openJ.ng of most of tho roads, r:olls and 

tanka to all coates. 4 

1. R. Veleyucilan. RQ• c&ta • p.l7. 

2. A OXltlitt.oo of eight m~bero under v. s. subramanya lyyer. 
e rotirod oeuan of Tl"avancoro, VJas const1tu\ed to tf.l)Ort 
on tho ffostlon of 'tenple entJ:y. 
it;:~! lx'F~fL.d9$mt 25 rto.vebo£ . .l232a SQ91AdJ ____ ;. r van • soo al eo, 
P. K. K. t-1 cnon1 Rat sU, t Vol.lle p. 303. 

3. fhf. BmoJ1 ~f;jbo IEmBl.ll. Dl,tg Engg&!x ,Cgnmitteg, 
r vandrun 9 • P• eo. 

4. II:!J.da-t P• 92. 
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This xooluctance of 'tho expert co::wttteo to opan tho 

government tenpJ.es to tho ,:;xernaa.,, infuriated the Bahavo 

middlo class. The question of convel"oion came up Dgai.n. 

The Eatuava youths for:med various organ1aat1ons in Ttavancoro 

by the nam os of ,§Sl.X:Yli$!W S!h"!a §9D9S • .ilt!AJ'& Xov lP9D 

Jim!Qel• "'l.\XE-ix,af1Cse §iDlY! Xout1) Lti!SY§ etc:. On 31st July 

.1933 et the fust mooting of tho azhava sangsn paseed a 

resolution urging the s. N. o, P. Yogcn to <iecla.ro t.hot the 

ezbevae' no longor \-d.sb to %1fna1n H1ndUs. 1 Tbese SZheva youths 

ware aagor to dEmolish the outdated practic4s of HindUlttil and 
' 

to pet an end to the hogonony of cssto Hindus tor ever end 

finally to esptUJ"e tho Clvlc R1gh'e frQl\ tho caste Hindus 

Goverf11lem. As for the Ezhavae both political ond t:el1g1oua 

freodcm \"Jas tnevitttblo. 2 Tho "11 TZ"avaneol'e Ezhava Youth 

League propagated tho ideo of tho Ezhevaa ce en 8 lnde:;>endent 

ec:nmunt.ty. • 3 In 1934 the All Trovancore Ezhavo Youth League 

woe convOX"tod tv All Km:ools Thiyyo Yuvajono sangoo. 4 This 

League did f!Onalderable propaganda \..Ork to mointoln that 

tho ~oven constituted on indepondent. ec:mmun1ty. 5 By 'thls 

time E. Modhavrm publidlod o book captioned .§wathenth£~ 

1. 

2. 11?\51-
3. p. fie D. p, ~S1 t£§tila p. 331. 

4, .1~·. 

a. B:~fP~ stke~Sa~~'!9~~i?i1~119 ,o.f \bs ~.titlbf~. 
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~em (Dn Independent eanmunttr) c&lling the J;zhOVllls 

to abandon Dll l'ol1g10D$ and asking them to bo an 

independent ccrnmun1tY •1 these sorts of eggroa&lve ottoek 

cgu1net K1ndu1sn was never witnessed ceforo or after. 

t.hS.le preetding ov• tho second meeting of the All 

T~Dvancoze Youth t.oag:uo .at ·Klll'Un6gcppal1y ·on 16th septmber 

1933, SObockl:'an R/Veppt:Jn urged the Ezhavos to ronounco 

H1ndU$1m .oe J.t tYa.s 1Qposslb~e to ovore~e all kinds of 

dep:J"1vat1.on and b\lll111at1on at 'tho bands of 'the uppeJ: castes. 2 

Pt<n 1934 to 1936 the cDlls fo1: c:onvG~"st.on beeamo an almost 

'daily ·occl.«'on~o in tho Travaneoro native pl"oss. 3 Though 
I } ' ' • 

c. v. Kunjurmnan was &fi!a1ost tho Abstontlon uovanont, ao fDr 

ce eonvorslon was eoneernod ho was in favour of radical 

youths. He sUpportod tho Clu'1st1an1ty and thousand; Uzhavao 

wero roady t.o 1:onounce H1nduisa. 4 Cut c. Krishnan ond 

K. P. Tbayyal supported Buddhion and Islam res:;>ectlvely. 1-\ 

fm-.1 Emavos <Pbracod st.kh1sn. e. U1o$1onarios of Chr1atien1ty 

Ouddhia:l ilnd Islam ea:no to l~oralo to convert Ezhavas to their 

rotPOCtivo ~eligiono. 6 The SZhuva leadero undertook th1a 

conversion ao t~ ponocoa to fight against tho conGervoUve 

1. l.i. Llodhov6n, .man~~ S§e~'ffi· Trivancb:um, 1978 
( firo't publi o u:: o er 19 , pp.l:ll-16. 

2. c. Iteeavan, RR•Gil•, Vol. II, p.ll2. 

s. Seo the back. colunes of ~ii;~JS:&!lQisd:• J2iE&!s"a 
lJPAW91Q r.1fa!lS£~i• etc. ;:b per od. 

4. Thq .(SS!£ala Kaunusa, 15 L1BJ:cb 1936t p. 7. 

5. fW\-:alpindi Report says thllt 5 Ezhavae converted to zt.khisn 
rJao in OJ.'dor to gat xid of thou gl:'ievances foeod by them 
f!>f .hr.ving bar .. n oo lo~ caste HindUs• 

· ~~ 30 kpr11 1936, p.3. 

6. c. v. ltunjurc:::an, .J.imexoru,du§ [:1D~h§e.P;,1votthooa :\7f9£tl"Jlt.lDTQ, 
K ot.tav G.l.. l~ ~. 
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gov•ment and orthodox coste Hlndua. 1 The 33l:d annual 

mooting of the s. N. n. P. Y'ogsm unanimously passed e 

resolution to rencu~t;J Hindu1sn .mmaeiD by the Eahovas to 

ge't rid of grievancoe under HindU obecuratisn. 2 tllila the 

choke of a particula• religion varied. the dotemlnatlon 

for :ronoum:ln; H1ndu1on ~Jas ~h uniform and fil:m. 

In addlti:.»n to tho aggressive policy of tho Ezhavlls 

ag.;)inst Hindu1sn. tno activities of tho lnd1an National 

Congress alGO ac:ealeratect the mOV(Jllent for .ttmple entr:ry. 

Gandblji' s epic fDat in 1932 ana K. Kelappan• s fa at at 

Guruvayul' bad Cl'eated an unprec edentod 1.mpact in f avoul' 
' 

of tmple entry mov4mont 1n K~ala •. Tho activities .of 

Horl(jan ssva sangn and tho historic •H~ijan tour• of 

f.1ahD~& Gandhi had c.roated an ncuto da;tand for tanplo 

onuy. Tho HorijDn seva sangb .organ1zed vanoue meatings 

ell ov• Tzoavaneo:"e. In JonUD'Y 1936, SJnghan poasod a 

resolution thot. the off ect1ve stop should bo takon eor 

securing tCi.Clple entJ:y f~ tho Har1,10nn. 3 en lOth. t.~arch 
1936, onothor tneet1ng of the All Koralo Harijan SGVD sangh 

r.:aa held at Trivancb:un for preparing an olabora·to agenda 

~or thai;- futuro action. 4 This meeting decided to launch 

a tenplo entry r.:..,~vanont on [)th Apr11. 1936, ond Dl so to 

l.. The ~~oJ.p ISo!.fiULd!• 26 t..10I'Ch 1936, p.l. 

2. lb\d. t 7 May 1936, p.J.O. 

3. Doea1 uahadev, 9Re!i!t• , p. 34. 

4. Ib&.ISE.a.J:a ~Y!!Hsl• 26 Morch .1.936, p.6. 
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orgon1ze public meet1ngo in other 'll contros 1n Korala.1 

Anoth• decision WDG t.o celobr.ato l~th lpril 1936 as an 

1'\ll Kerala temple irrtJ:Y day. 2 They organised. procession 

in 13 d1 etr.-icta in favour of tenple o•1try. ·are. Rameswarl 

Neh:E'u pl'esided over the ""'11 Kcala tanpl.e Sntry Conforeneo 

held at Trivandrttn on· 9th and lOth May .1936 under 'the 

auEPices of K.er,alQ Ptovinc1el, ao~rd of the Har1jon ~a 

&lngh. 3 Th1~ Conference app~led 'to t,ho T~:avaneore G~vcn-
ment to opon all stato templ_es ,:to .tho Ha:1jans immediately. 

on 3rd Novsnb;C, 19~ the All Ker.ala Tc:snple Ent~ Confet"enee 

t:Ulmitted 1.\ mentOJ'lal signed by 50.&22 Ji!YBllJB HindUs of 

trDvancore demanding tcmplo ·"CJntzy· for 'the Horljan~• Thus 

the 0 H&rijc)n touzo~J of Uohatma Gandhlt the continuous work 

of local eongross suppo:rtero and the act1v1t1os of National 

leadore 111te C. na jagOpalachazoi.t Ura.. Ranet,»"4-ari Nehru etc. 

holpod to_ pi'OV1do a climate in favow: of tGplo entry. In 

oum on tho ono sidG the l'lldical soc,ion e of the Szhav as v.;ere 

gott1ng root1ve and evon ttu:GJtoned to go out of the Klndu 

fold, on tho other side tho consistent tJo.rk of the COngress 

ond tne chango of the Ji!V§£!!D&l J.n ~heu attitude tov."Brds 

tEL"Jplo entzv of untouchables ec.tually prepared 'the backgJ:Ound 

for the tenz>lo ent:y · proclanation in TravttneOI'e. 

l. DiS.. 
2. llads. 
3. Mohudov Dosol, gp.c1t,.,, p.34. 

4. P.l(.I<. t1 enon, gp. sJ.1-& • Vol. II, p. 309. 
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Boeidos tho ilbOVe mon~ioned roo sons. the granting 

of temple entxy c&n bo vievsed as a clover tactical movo on 

tho purt of the then Dewan Slr C.P. AaolaS\"JmlY ~1yer. 

Ra:na swaml Alyal' had found a. po11t1cal c:u:lYantage J.n opon1ng 

of the t.anplee. Rc:masvJOmY Aiyar 'perceived that tho opening 

of tEmples might load to tbo t'd.thdratr'..Ol of the Ezhavas the 

strong.os't section of tho Joint Political Congreoo, frcm tho 

abstontion movenent. " In Ddd1t1(m to· thic poll tical -ocu:non, 

REJma ~;amy Alyar Jeing a staunch· supporter of H1ndu1 sn QOd 

an atdent oneny of the actiVitios of Chr1$tian misoionaries, J. 

he did not l1ko tho idea of the Ezhbva s converting to 

Ch.ristianJ;ty. 2 Theroforo, tbe mo•ive beb1nd this proel~ca
t1on of taaplo Entry t."'CJ&t indeed, to put on end to tho 

problan of convezeion for evor. Thus on 12 Nova::lbtll' 1936, 

on tho occasion of the young Maho~ajc' s birth d~, a 

p~laraatton was .t.asuod, mich thrO\-, open all t.he govern

ment temples in tho state to 4111 Hindus td.:thout any 

deE.Cr!mlnDUon of caste or creed. RDjilgOpalacllori. hailod 

this as •themoat non-violent and blodleas .revolution in the 

hiotory of man in \ha rocent years. •3 

1, It. SJkunaron, uv. K. VelDyudhcln• ca .~ tj. p. e, Goldon :Jdblloe, 
..s9uxgn1£ •• m>. s& t, • P· 200. 

2. In a eonf croneo of tho Ezbilva t.laho Yogem posoed a rocolu
tion for: \-.taolnaole convercion of tho Eahavos to the 
Chr1 ot1c..m1 ty. 
IhQ J<.Q£ql,a KOJ!fU!.~• 26 Uerch 1936, p.9, 

3. Quotod 1n J.lr. C. C. t<orunokorcn, 0 The Tsnple Enti'Y Procla
Clution, n ~ Ns .. P-21 Ct'OlsJgn JUb1J..&o squv._<!!~• p.109. 
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E.'-LUJCN= PBQ[ sSt 

Tho history of tho political movonant of tho Szhavas 

is ao old oa tho .JD14ya1111Gno:ria1 of 1891. The political 

protest movement of tho Ezbavaa end tho s. N. 14P. yogma t'lDS 

stDI"tod VJith moro than ono purpose= for getting J,"Gpl'ooente• 

tion in the public service and in the legiolature in propor

tion to thou numerical strength1 for Dbolishing property 

qualification of suffrage, for 1ntrodue.1ng adUlt frilnchiso 

Dncl communal Glectozata. foJ: CQnmUMl J>eprosentDtion in tho 

legiolature ~nd finally to put an end to undue predaniMnco 

of tho caste Hindus o~ecio1ly tho Noyars 1n tho log1Glaturo 

ond public services. 

Though tho zoolo of the Eahovas 1n the movenont of 

Molayttlll!lenQ'ial. tho fast po11tic~l protest. movGnent 1n 

Trovancol'e, was Vt!!rY nc:minlll, tho impact of that movenent 

was very r(tilorkoble on tho Gzhsvae. Tho t•1aloyal1 r.1enor1al 

uovenont wae organized by the Nayar elites against tho 

dcmlnance of non.-t.1olayall Brahmins in· Travancore octn1n16tra

t1on. The non-tJaleyali Brahmins not only occupied z per 

9ell\ of tho top most offices of the Stoto, but ol GO occUpied 

almost all the post& worth Rs.600 por month and above in 

Tr#lvancoro public eervice. 1 The period between 1817 to 
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1914. almost all tho Da\?ano oncept N. t~nu Pllla11 were 

.the no0..:.1Cll&ydlJ. ikahmins. Tho dO:ninance of non-Moloya.l1 

Brehm1ns t:as x-esented by tho Hayars, ~~o oarl1e~ enjoyed 

political influence as mll as a cu:xjor eharo in the 

odu1n1 atratlon. Tho Nayars found it. difficult to get tifto 

governmen'\ aerv1ee duo to tho influonco of non-li.'toltJye11. 

Brahmina in·· the· Uobaraj·a• s P4,.4ce ~nd in tho acbin1strat1on. 2 

Thoit 1neb1l1ty to rooch tho higher rea~ of the adm1n1str~

t1on lod than to odvocDte tho' claim of «rfrllvaneore for 

travancoroans. • Tho Nay oars highl.lgh'tod tho hoge:nony of tho 

non-t1olayali Brahmins oe a <tcm1naneo of 0 fore1gnGl'c." t.ben 

the Nay m:-s eelcetOd tho T.rovoneo:oan theno mth ant1·Bral't!l1n 

Dt:;pect and thoy lcunched thou GtOVGilont on thot direction. 

it r..aa vezy eosy to attract tho attontion and cooperation of 

other cneteo and eommunlt.i.os liko tho Christiano. the Ezbovus 

end the Muelmo. \":i.th tho ~port of these ccxnmun1ties a 

memorial. eenorally itno\-st lls the ·~1alayali tlG.nOI'1.Jla signed 

by 10,037 citiaeno f:rom va1ous cOQmunities \\\ls eutm1tted 

to Shr·i .tlulo:a Tb1J:una1 l.1oharaja on Uth Je211W&y 1691. 3 The 

1. In 1977 N.Nunu P1lla1 was oppointod aa Dcr~n of Yr.rlvcmcoro 
by f\yilyan 'iirunel und ho continued in that post till 183>. 
t:hon Vi sekan tuurwl beca"Je tho r.lahora ja. in 1aa:> he o skod 
h~ to roo19n end Gppointed a no~laloyeli araho!n os ti)e 
Do~n. too. Robin Jeffrey • · no ·· a none •P• 340. 
Goo al co, K. n. Elanltath, ·a u o e \~th 

~. t r:r ti on er • r von u:a, 9 1. 

2. r.ta&qx'!l&l·i<meriul· sn .. c&s.. pp.ll-12. 

3. '"d.. p.l. 
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meaor1al reflected tbe senitments and aspirations of the . 

vast majority of the subjects. In thut t1onoriul they 

pzotostod against •the denial to ·them of a fair share 1n 

the governnent of theil' eountzy ~nd the.tl" svatenatic 

oxclu$1cn from tho bigheJ:~ grades of it n eeJ:vlc e. • 1 

This rJas the f1~st attEmpt at a mass movc:tnent against 

the Brahmin Oo:n1nat1on and to securo thei.r rights and privi

leges by Trevancoreans. The interest of all communltioa weJ."O 

not unifom. \"bile the Nayars, tl:'1ed to tecover their· lost 

podtion. tho efforts of the Olristi&na was to get moro posts 
. ; 

1n tho governnent service. and tho tAueltms and the EabavtJs woro 

only ng1tating fo.~" tho vay entry into tho goverrtllerrt sGJ"viee. 2 

But this Clt'mlOrial hQd v:orked well only f~. 'ho Nayars, the 

koy organ1as-s of thls movGen\, \~O eoon 9(J1ned much of 

vtaat thay had sought. 3 at en if the memorialist & had stressed 

the point that •tllero 1s not a $lngle l'epresentative of tho 

Thiyyo Ca:Jmunity holding srrt governnent appointment on Ro-5 

or upt":Uds e month in the stl'lte, though 1ntell1gont end 

edUCated men a.ro not ,.Janting among them; dloreas saverel of . 
thoir caetel.l.men in 1.1Bl6bar_ havo beon adVanced to sa!Je of the 

highest offices of the U1covenantod Clvil service open to 

tho notlvos of India; •4 tho public departments of Trevaneore 

1. IW.£!., • p.2, p01"a 2. 

2. lb&ds.t p.5. 

3. nvgt<gd§Yttn, June-July 1905 (t.lithunam 1080 MS), p.32. 

4. t;1BJclxc:~l1 !A!391'1aA• p.S. 
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a;ro closod to the Eahavea till 1906. The Christians were 

lso dlssotlsfled with tho ~esults of the Molayal1 tAenor1a1. 

tlerefore, tho edue atod nu.mbOX's of these ccxnmuni:t1es looked 
. 1 

pon the memorial ae a petition of •ovel' 10.000 Nail's. • 

lle acbJ.evenont. of th.e Nayar s and the reJee."\1on of othe:r 

OtnelUn1t1es fJ:cm the Govarnnent eerv1ca, indeed, lnfurist4td 

tao Chr1 stians, the liahovaa and tho Mu sl.t.m s. therefore, these 

ammunitiea followed tho examples of the Melay-al1 MunOX'ial 

If subnlttS.ng memorials and menorando of their separate coste 

no cCI'JUDvnity to tbe t.\wraja of Travancore. In 1895- and 

896 the EabQvae sutm1tted two au~Dor1a1s to the Trwancore 

overnnont. ln 1895 on Sahava f..'1EmOl'i4:11 signed bt Palpu waa 

Ubnlttod to S. sankara SOobls, tho then Dewan to the t.1ahar.oja 
2 

f Trovancore. This msnorlol eald that the backW'Jrd position 

f their camnunJ.ty was mo1nly due •to the political and 

duc:otionol d1e~·~111t1es to \\bieh the T1yars of T.raveneore 
3 

ro subjoct.edn. As that memorial did not do any benefit to 

t\e .lllhcvas, in 1696 a co:nmunity .Meno.r1ol, lt ls 9enera11y 

no&llln a tJ the Eahavs tAGorial. signetJ by 13,176 Szhavos, was 

utmltted to the l.laharaj& of Travancore. This mcrnorial 

oquosted 1n buable tams the gJ.:ant1ng of ordJ.nary civic 

igbts, m1cb v1ere granted to the converts to Islam OJ' 

• lht fafJSSQG t~'lal-4• J.6 November 1896• p.3 

• ,:rhe i!Jla¥~ t4tno5&M• Bangalor•, 12 t.1ay 1895 woe Glcznod tr 
Dr. P. Pa pu an sotmJ.tted to s. sankera · S:~obiu-, Dewan to 
T.K. RaV1ndran, ~&k~Sjll! .~a~§ha ,eQd Gatls!l&• QRet&h• • p.27. 

• QUOted in lbJ.Q,. 
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Chr1Gtian1ty, to tho Szhcvas who rene1ned within the fold 

of HinduS.sa. But this tae!tlorl&l also failed to prodUc:o any 

roculto. Not only the mGUorii)].e of the E-ahavae but also 

those of the Christiano and 'the Muslims weJlo rejected by the 

Govorment on the ground thD't these memorials etose o"' of 

the e;alf interest of these eQ'i.liOUnlUos.. At the asno time, 

f~if;tleyall t.1omor1e11sts, lnetood of &Uess1ng tho grt.ovancao 

of the Na:yors. gevo a Travancorean colOUl' to tbek petition 

.and that movanent ws s desc~1bed es ent1..-Bl:ahm1n movGDent. 1 

Therof'ora. the tizhava and tho Qu:o1st1an f.1cmor1als, t-#llcb re.pre

sontod tho griovancos of tbo2.1' respoctivo canm~n1tios1 could 

not croote any impact which Malay.ol1llonor1al had 6ch1eved. 

Intoad of str.esoing the gr1ovancos of sOparate CQJOUnities, 

had lt boen D movenent of non-Hindus end non-caste Hindus 

sgo1nst the caste Hindu clcm1not1on, S.t would have boen more 

outceasful. But they could on aDke such a movenent tlll 

l9D. 

\:ben 1nd1v1duDl attanpta of theso C<m"Dunltles faUed, 

the aducated elites of the Ezbavae1 the Cbrietlons and the 

t1uo11ms undorttood thet tho al11cnce of the non-Hindu non

MYQW canmun1t1oa was esaont1ol to fight oga1nst the caste 

Hindu hogenony 1n Travoneo¥"e. Thus tbo Clu-1st1ans, the 

SaMVDG and the Muellms Uftdezo the 9/.rtan dv:1stian initiative 

fozmod an allianto fo:r the SlJile cause for \\bleb they fought 
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in ossoc1at1on w1tb the tJaya~:s. M now tho Noyoro woro 

thei.r' f01"m1dablo foe. Thus 2"1 yoars after the l,;\aJ.£tyall 

t1cmor1al. 11 the olltes of OU'istions. tho Eztu)v•s ond the 

Muslims joined togetnc and· f=nod a League for Equal Civic 

IU.ghte .S.n Travancotte to st.ruggle for open1ng ell bronches 

of the govarnnont service to all easton and ecrJ:nun1t1oo ()nd 

for ending untoucnab111tv. 1 As a rewlt of tho1r consiotont 

$U'uggle for moro than 3 yoarr?- oventuolly 1n 1922, they 

succeeded S.n i.lchioving thoil;' main demand of eopOJ:"utlng t~o 

DotJB st-..'!.i:'ll fro:n the Revenue O$artment. Tho Goverltflont of 

Ttavancore announced rJ'u.rt 1o called tho OGV4sv~ Proclarno-

tion by \."4\lch the Devosl:A~ \"lila s.:parDtod frQD tho Rovenuo 

Department and tho CllrJ.at1ans•~ the LiuslbDa and thG lmtouch• 

ebles uero appointed in &11 departments but tho DOViler:sn and 

Kott~an. Though al~ tbo comnunities had got rsQDe bQnof1ts 

in tho matter of gov~nnont job• it t"JOO still very CJoagre, 

~on canpured to thoir nurnorieal st~ongth end edUCational 

qualificotiono. Thoxeforo, tho s. N. O.P. Yogt:r.l conot1tuted 

a Public SGrvico &t.u:·eau under tho secrotarysh!.p of T.K. 

uadhoven t-.d.th t.ho aim of pointing out. the dlsez:cpan:y regud

tng ro~rosentation of each c&sto tmd ca::raun1ty 1n the trovor~oro 

public acz:v1co. But all theoo or;~1vitio(\ dicl not Cl(llto much 

difference regard1ng tho monopoly of tho caste Hindus 

1. ¥e(tg ansJ pit~~c:ts:tehl~ &n Iravpnso'{• publ1thod by tho 
1:-uvancoro dvl:Clftg1'£ Looguo, ttoi ayom, .1.919, p.3. 

2. Tho act1vit1os llnd the dccend of the C1v1e Right Looguo 
bDa Olread/ bean diseuosod in detail in tho third chilptor. 

I 
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e~~ielly tho NDysl!"s nnd the non-1Jalaya11 Broltnins in the 

goverroent seniee. In 19321 the NayDrs and tho non

t1clayal1 Brahoino \-.ho constituted abOut 18 por eont of the 

total popul&ti911 of Travaneore held 74 pOZ> cent of tho totol 

appo1ntoonts .in the atato. At tho came time Dll other 

communl'tios. v.bo consti'tutod about 82 per cent of the total 

population of ~o state occupied only 36 por cent of the 
. . . 

total jobs in tho state. Tbe m.t.11tasy bnd tho Deva~ 

dopartmont.s t"JOre excluded from this aecount. Both those 

depa"tments t.rere staffed exclusively by the caste Hindu& of 
' 

dtan J.argt3 majority v-.tere the Naya:rs. Thol"ito~e. this 

buroqucratie begsnony of tho costo Hindus ospec1ally, the 

. ~yare and the Non-t~1aloy oli Brah:nins and tho nantnal ropre

sentat1on of the Eznavas, tho Ou-1stiana l)nd the rJu&l1.~Us 

neturolly cxasporeted tho lattor ond brought tllQ:il togotber 

1n thoir fight against tho daninant dlOX'G of the coste 

Hlnduo in tho Travancoro bureaucracy. Thlt~ r:aa ono of tho 

topor,cnt s:-aosons for tho moot .lmpottont wo11 orgonized ., 

political proto at via. • tho t'betention t.lovGnont in the 1930e. 

Tho unemployment pi:oblcm wo s ano'tbe¥" importont reasOn 

for politicol protest in Travanc:O%'o. \'l.th thO boginnlng of 

the l930e tho problcc of unsploymont held reached an acute 

stago 1n thio educctionally adVanced pr1ncGly stato. This 

probla:J wus aecociotoa td.th vDr1oun factoza sueh as :rapid 

g¥"0\1th of populution, i~o~se 1n tho m.rabes- of edUcoted 

poopl.o t7as in Stcoos of dan~nd, lac!~ of 1ndust1'1&1 develop

mont coupled tJJ.th tha .:enunc1at1on of •tcad1t1ona1a 
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occUpation by co lit of tho Cil steo, the CD ste restJ,'icUons 

imposed upon 'the untouchables and tho non-Hinctua. the 

monopoly of governnent service by tho casto Hinduo. doc11no 

of tho Joint femilies etc. In the period between 1901 and 

1921 tho popul~tlon of Travaneoro hcd incroesod by mora 

than o m1111on. 1 After :the modorniaDtion ond tho practical 

roeognit1on of English as. official language of the stato, 

almont all castes and e:Qtimun1t1os started sond1ng tboir 

children to eehools and collogos with a viow to qualify than 

in the govornnout sOX"vico. As a consequonco of this tho 

qualifted hands -..-ver,o in exeoss ot dsnand. 2 Boing an ogri• 

cultural coun'b:y. tho in~str1es woro not yat developed to 

accccraodato the increase in popula.Uon. they rcnained more 

or less unEmployad. Though tho cone opt of -tzoadi tlonal" 

occupation was wrong notion a numbeR of ccr.wunities due to 

tho O.l'ronoous notion of prestige dtiftod awcy fl'Cn thou 

1mponant occupations v-.h!ell tbey monopol1sod for a long tine. 3 

1. According to 1901 census the tot$1 popu1~tion of T~ovDneorc 
was 29,52,151 (~nr;ua .25 I!JQ.D &§ad§qc,~ilrt f -!901,p.BG) 
In 1921 i"t ~as ncroase to 40, , 2 t:GiD._uii o£ .Lns:JiP. 
Izpyancorg, Pm I 1921. P• 34). 

2. According to tho eet!mDto of tho Un<roploymont Cnquiry 
CcD'.:lltteo the totol nt.rnbor of eduClJtd ~ people sao king eaplcy
oent ovort year in ttov£~neoro w.no 3,500, At tho scuo tlce 
tbo m.ra~ o'i people absorbed both ·in the govorroent and 
priv~ta oorvic:a w.Js 1,260. this sh0\1S that :..,410 out of 
3,500 wore rcootned co unaaployod. sea, 
.tho Genea o~. ~nQS.a, Jeayansp£91 Part I, 19311 p.250. 

3. H;uong tho ~1...ava s only e 1n bund:rod follor;ad toddy drawing 
end anong tho Br~hmino only 17 1n buncJrecl continued their 
• t&"odittonol' oecupC~tion of priesthood. 
~sug Ri l¥~i l£ux~~or.g, l92J., p.J.%'. r Vetu Pild stlY Ot c.ooong ~· Elbilvas only 38 in Q 
thousand ana ~ong tho tlrahcino only 161 in o thouoand 
followed their trad1t1oneiil oee~ot1ons. 
,91, cJ.i• , Vol. Ill, p. 12. 



1-\e a roGUlt of tho pal:'t1Uon of jo1nt fanilies. \ho holdings 

of land boemne uncconomlc1 ond 1nDdo<fJ&to to meet, theil' 

increaead noodo. Thol"efore. tbo younger edUcated g~orat1on 

1 eft theJ.r fields in seer:~ of jobs. 

r:hon tho governnent service t:ae mainly .reserved for 

UppGJ: costo H1ndUe. the educat$d youths fJ:an tho non-Hindue 

and tbo non-caste HindUs rc:ma1nod uncmployod. ~tbout 37.3-

pc ~ont of the E.ng11sb educated and 25.1 per cGnt of the 

vernacular educated Cbrist1ens and 9.2 per eent of the 

Engll sh edUcated and a. 9 per cent of vcu:-naculii:r edUcated 

Ezl'u1van \10r'O unemployed. 2 They v:el:e1 1ndood, G)(asperated 

and annoyed. Therefore, they organised thansolvee to secure 

their duo dlaro 1n the govornnont seniee. end to demolidl 

the hegemony of tho caste Hindus 1n the goVOI"nnent servico. 

Itt toe meanttme. -.;.he Nay llta• among than «lbou't 32.8 por c ont 

of the English Qducated and 5J..l per cent of tho vornucular 

odueatod pooplo r.ho woro unsnployo~1t'JOntod to reta1n thoU: 

control in tho govorment service. Olen tho odUCDtod 

unenployGd aoet1on among tho nou-caote HindUs and the non

H1nO...s cher1shod a tendency· to question 'tho sway of the caste 

l-lindus, oepocially tho 1\liqurs 1n 'tba goverrment servlco. 

1. ttceording to 1921 Censuo Dbuut 38 P<ll' cant of tho holdlngn 
\"Jet"O below tho sizo of one Dcre. Of the tot.ol· numbel" of 
holdings moro then a7 POJ' cent ""•o leso tbon ,five Deroo 
and oo much ae 95.S per cent belot~ 10 acres. · 
"sn!iH o of loAAa tr,aveDSOZ"9 r&22A• p.49o. 

2. .s;orBiH' of In diD tzogvansorq .&23Jt, Part 1, p. 258. 

3 • .Ib&S. 
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vmereaa the N.Gyeo chot1ed aagornosa to rotain. their old 

po,oition. The tntorost of bot,h thoso groupo clllshed in 

tho oCJrly 1930s. 

' ' 

Jagg1 nla:Y,v Q .. Bgf om 1 end t)b§!gntj.oQ .lev gQn~ 

Trc:~vanc:()lto enjoyed e$)e.tia1 prerogati.vos among the 

princely 's'tl)tos fo$ hDving the di.sUnction of being the f1l'st 

IncU.an stuto ·to set up D Log1.s).at1ve Council in 1868 for tho 

: purpoao ~f making lcOtJ .:md regula-ti~n. 1 It was o snoll council 
. ' 

of o1ght manbt.trs of v4\flQ not lese than two ware non-offic11lls. 

Thona non-off1&;1ale \'!tot:o nomi~ted by the govorrment. Tho 

. Da~n \":OG tho ox-.officio Proeidorrt. Tho tcnU%'e of tho Council 

was thzeo yoal.'a. Tho CoUncil t~as puroly a dolibex-otive bodY 

fos:- purposoa of leg1Glat1on and held no Ddn1nistrat1va function. 

Though all the rJanbero' hDd tho right of diocusoion ond voting 

and tho council had plonary powero of logielotion subjoct to 

tho Ruler's Dsnent bofOl:o D meaouro could pass into low. thore 

t;;O s no moDsuro relating to public rovonuoo could be introduced 

in the council oxcept w.Lth tho ptovious c;unction of tho Dowan. 2 

In l.B98 tho council tnas enlorgad. It raised tho m1nkn.m 

ntr:1bor of ocmboro from f1vo to o.t.ght und mD.x1mllil from e1tflt 

to fiftoen. 3 Thio time tho proportion of tho non-officiol 

oenbor t~ noolnutGd tit tho govorft'.lont filtGd ot tt-."'0 fifthn of the 

1, .Ihg L~OVJ'lnxy.r~ggJQ££mSF.l.\.,9eiJlSU• 10 t\pril 1800, Port II, 
~pt~ It ~. • · 

2. !!_dn&nizG£s~lve Bil0£1. 2f T}',.P.V...GDS,g!,g 1937~8, p.20. 

3. w~ 
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total ntmber. Tho princlplos of electing me:tbars woro not 

eoneodod. The p:rovioun snnction of the 00\"~n t"Jas made 

noeossaxv not only fo~ mODSU:"e& affecting public revenue 

but olso for thooo affecting tho 1"~11gton or rolig1ouo rites 

and us&ges of any class. 

Bosides ostaul1sb1ng tho Legislative council. the 

Uaharajo Sri Uulom Thirunal also oxtendoq his lldnin1strat1ve 

oxpslments t1f setting up.in 1904 a, 0 Pr.ajo sabha0 eallod 

sri tlulam Popular Assonbly. During. l9t>a.o6 the llabsra jo of 

TravaneoJ:a grantod tho people the right. to elect membore to 

tho ao0enbly. But the right to franch1ae was mainly dste.rmined 

by tho 1£md rovenuo. 1 In the beginning. those tho tJoro paying 

ooro thun hundrod rupeos per annu:n as land tax ware only 

ollgiblo to cast their voto. 2 But lot or this D:nount w.:~s 
rodlJc::od to rupees fifty. 3 . Thilt was dly Hon:ey Druce cet.rJontod 

obout thi a tilucs 

Tho conct.:.tution ond the t-:orking of tho AesGJbly 
shm-;s 'blat howovar genuinely populur 1t may bo lt 
1o nslthor logicletivo nor onecut1ve nor Widely 
E'G))roccntotive. t-!o cuch bQd'/ r.:oulcl for a ooment 
ec;tiofy tho oodarn wgit:lt.ora in Br1tich Indlc. In 
ordm: to oloct or to be oloctod D parson hue 
ooocnt! ... lly to h'"'ve a yocrly 1ntQmo of 3,000 H.upoes 
•••••• 

In SlOtt this t'.f4>0 Dn "t'ssenbly of tno rcpteocntativos of the 

lend holc:lo:to ancl gorchanta in tho country.~ 

u u ;"~"' , "fravaneoro l.9 · • p.l. 
1 .... t,.1~ r.:.anon, .m,.sJ.,\a.- 1 Vol.II, p.62. 

2, 12.£q<;gcc.ij.gg of ql;il.~u~S=P! . .fOe.\!19!\ jlBgSffiJ?lXt 1905 t p,l, 
3. !.b&q .. , J.Otb sossion 1911, Appendix • A', P• v. 
4, Lottoro irco f.lalabar, p.xm <1JOtod in P.I~.K.Menon, 

Pi!· su... p.!:>9. I 

5. l!lo Trqvont;ora GoY$trnOflt .HB&crtt!ib d~tod 4 a:tobor 1904, 
soe PDrt ii, 1cpt er I, 1\'10. s. 



In 1919 the L.og1slat1vo Council. was again rcmodol1od 

by the aogul.ation 1 of 4095 us. The netJt Council t~o not 

only onlcrgod by .rai s1ng. the mln:lmun nun bel!' of members to 

25 bUt Dl sO grented to the people ~e pr1v11ogo of oloct1ng 
. . 

tho members t.o tho counc11. Eight out ~ th~ ol~on non

official· soots wo.ro 'thrown Open ~or: oleetlon, four b'f the 

. g~~al 1 e).octoratG (ono for <:JDch of the fo\U' nevenuo lllv1-

siona of the stato) one by th-e .. ;QiO§• one by tho au:opoan 
I ., 

Planting ecr.ununity • ono by the merchants trader.s and facto.ry 

ot:.:nors, and ~no by the non-official nu.mbo:s of To1.-:n lmpi"OVe

oent CO:nr.l1:ttoe. 1 This time a lJ.mi"tod z-ight was grontod \O 

"the Council to inte%pollato the govornnont ~nd to discuso 
' "' ,. ~ f, 

tbe unnual buagG't ,..,as concodod. Accos:ding to the Logisla

t.ivo Council' Regulotion II of 1~ 7 l.'l E (.1.921 ll. o.) all persons 

\'O'hO paid an CJnnuul lond taa not los& than Rc-5 or a munie1p4l 

tun of rie. 3 end in tho Tot.-m of· Triv~ndrum tr.hic:h returnOd ono 

manbor o~ Re. J. or profosolonal taa to o Duncipal1tY or incane 

tcx to tho eovernuent .snd <Dll tho 91"i1duateo of a recognised 

unival'aity und all Eot1.recl officors of the i'Jair flr1godo or 

ii.rmy or t~vy t'leZe entitled to CDet thek vote. 2 The franchise 

qULilif1caUon shows that both thoce conatltubnt bodien woro 

1. R. Rc:nckr1shnan l\alr, ,£q.os~itutionol atp_orJ.aentc .. &o •-<ar.RJ..Q• 
Tr1vandrum • lf't>4, P• 9. 

2. ~oe•IfR.M.DflS2*:~ h gninUt£at;vr. ilcp-.1937-38, PP• 21•22. 
~o a so, PI)K;k. t.onon, .9Jl..S. lt. Vo • II, p.64. 



da'nlnotod by the land lot:ds and tho upper middle class 

soction of the society. According to th1G anendod regula

tion of 1921, tho total number of el ect~s during 1922-23 

wao obout 96.316 whlc:h fomed 2.S pol:' cent. Of tho totol 

populution of the state. 1 Though somo rolaxat1on woe modo 

by the var1oua constitutional rofoxms 1nU'oducod ln the 

coune.\1 and ""eeanbly as 1ono tax e\111 cont1n&.J?C~ to bo the 

mc.tin c~J;teri.a of f~anehise, the traditionl.ll land holding 

aal(DlQI COJlmUn1\1es .Oep~4J.l.y the NayaJ:'G .monopolised the 

leg,islotbo and most of the CGnmunltiae 11ko tho f!abC.lvas 

ond tho t:.lusl.Jms \1ero ccmpletoly axcludod fi'Cm tho LagislDturo. 

~$ long as the &Uffrcge was ba sod UpOn propOl'tY 

quallf'icat.1on, tho Mayors being tho lor:goet body of tax pDyGZ"Ge 

they usod to get moro seata than ..Alet they really deserved on 

the bllsis of their population. This situation aroso out of 

the atep s tatum b'f the govorrmont in order to chango the 

ox1 sting land relot.1ons. After tho Sl:IS$m p¥"0Cl.c:n ation lew 

of 1965, tho reay .... rs. who wero tho then tenents of tbo ctato. 

bocDme land lord$. t'lten part1t.1on took plcco J.n tho tiay'ar 

Iarsvodp. most of their lands wero mortgogod to the Qu.-1 stions 

and other CQdmun1t1os. though the Olrist1an6 and othet 

c~-aunitios hod purchosed tho partitioned lond of tho NayDrs• 

even if they practicolly enjoyed tho pet&lonent occupancy right 

they \101:0 not legally rocogntsad ao tho omers of tho lano 
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and tho land \O.xos we.ro still p<lid in the ncme of mortga• 

go;J'a.1 This notUJrlllly gilVe mo~e voting right to the 

Noyaz.os then 1ho octuul propo.ny qtl411flcotlon ~tt'antod. 

in odditicm to \hat, t.ho pan1t1on of the Ja;av,at;&,g ol so 

fuvourDbly affected tho Naytttt. Since tho nQ'tl bt'anchos of 

the f'aa11S.es cl so hed onougb land to qUalify the Mayors fot 

f~enchts~ Thin could bG' dunonsuated by ,roferring to the 

deeds exe:c~od <lUting the fiVe year pOJ:'iod after tho procla

tl&tion of 0 Nait Regul ationct in 1925. Tho Nayars had executed 

32.903 partition doeds covering an area of 334,300 ocro& of 

lund \'thieh had boen di stributod cmong t.be 400•964 1nd1v1dUDl s. 2 

Thio naturally !r.cx-oosed both tho mmbor of land Ot'stors snd 

so&ll scolo holdints ilDOft9 the Nayaro. Tho actual changes 1n 

tllG land holding. thor of ore, did not motoriolly off ect tho 

dCQ1nance of the Noyars in tho legislatu~:e. The follomne 

tabla 29 $h01.'1S tho position of 'tho Nayaro and other ccxnouni

tio& 1n the leg!. slat.ure. 

lQQI.e=zt3 

Tho Rq.>rozentotJ.cm of Verious Costos Dnd Cor~unities 1n 
tho Travancore Logi.clat.tvo #\ssonbly .BetYtaen 

------ I I I d.?ia-12~ I I I t 

Co:t."';lt.rnity Popui<rtt'on uS:itfiers In the Legislative' 
~ncih Xi a~ : c ::: ::m1! . 12~1 ... 

TOlAL 50.59 23 23 23 23 
r-Jnyars a.6a 12 13 14 J.5 
CIU:i etlan s 16.04 7 7 6 4 
tizhovaa e.oo 0 0 0 0 
t1uel1oa 3.S3 0 0 l 0 
other Co oto Hindu a 4.29 4 3 2 3 
D®raococl Clooa 0.17 0 0 0 .l . ' 

1. l.£2-l.D,nc'-1£0 The J.2\Q.L1ml.\ ,po&&~icoJ.. £roplaa, pp,24-25. 
2. lh&sl..t p. 7. 
3. lbid1 t 1>.24. 



This ehowe that the Nay~& tAbo constituted cbout 17 

per con:\ of tho total population captu"d a majox-ity of 

s•6ts in tho council • &2 per cent in 19.22 •. 57 .Per cent 1n 

1925 1 61 par cent in 1928 (Jnd 65 pOl' cent 1n 19·31. stmf.larly 

tho srt Uul&~n Asssnbly \"las also ckxtlinatod by the Nayars. In 

1933 43 seato in tho Aooenbly wore d1etr1but.ed as follows 

24 Nayars, 8 Chr.l..ntians, 3 EahaV4th e. C&Sto HJ.ndUs, one 

l.:luslim end one fran the depressed cloesos. 1 

ln 'the f.t.rQ'l four eloet'ions. th.e Ezbavas did not get. 

ca olngle soot in tbo Couneil. The tAuslim$ and the Chl'istian 

~o also dit~&atisfied Gltber w.S.th thou non-rop.renentatlon 

or theil' nc:minal rep~eoenta~ion. The cstt(itilpt of the Er.hovao 

and tho s.. N. O.P. Yogam '\0 get theil' due share in tho Legiala

tive eouncl.l, srilJulan Asoanbly ond other repl'osontative 

bodies startod eineo l904. 

Since the formation of 51:'1 t..1ulc.m PopulCJt As&enbly in 

1904 tho Ezbevo middle cla as dErnandod Ddoquato representation 

in thG various danocratic bodies such as Leg1Gla"t1ve Council, 

SJ:ll.lulam Popular Ass«:lbly etc. In 1905, Kunaron Asan, a 

ncmim:rtod oa.Jbc from the oznova community to Sri r:lulcm Popular 

Asacably, pleadod for pl"ov1d1ng adoquete reprosentotion in 

the Log1Glllt1ve couneil ond variouo town ifnprovsnent CCJ:iml1ttoes. 2 

In 1914 the Ezbava .repres~ativos in tho Ans6Dbly argued for 

1. A ~?AdA. p.21. 

2. RAsa ctd.inaa .a~J?lY&!m f21iUtla( Agsenbltx 1900, P• 73. 
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a S,Pee1sl olactO)f:..ltG for thoi~ ccmmun1ty to get adoqt.t:ato 

rep:r:esento,ton. hceording to K.t~. Krishnan, •st.nco iih.e 

institution of Aeo<mbly only one EJhava had been elected 

as a menbe~: by tho taluk vot.ors in one yeoz, they hod 

11-t'tlo or no change of boing adequately rEprosentod in the 

''ssunbly und~ 'tho o.rd1ruuy rulGs. ~ The s. N. o. P. Yogc:m, 

both in &ide tmd outside tno nasGDbly, tlmo and again · 

c:omp1ttlnod about their ~ievancos. en. 5th J.\Ugust J.92?, ~~ 

s.. Nt t\ P. Y:ogem subnittod a m&n0#10l: to tho tlaharen1 Rogent 

to redress their t)l'iovane-os ln tho Leg1slstive council. 

ln this me:n01'1a1 'Utoy said 'thet tho el ectorol rulee 

portaining to the Log1slat1.ve council did not enable thm 

. to got olectod fran the general constltuoncy. 2 

Though wo are a land ott.ning class owing to the high 
franchise now fixed by tho .rulos wo have not got a 
mcjority of votors 1n ony one of the <doctorates 
J. •• J t~o also beg to subnit thc:~t o groat ocjor1ty 
o£ o\4' r:ou llra .worttors and tho olectorDl rules 
fortunutely dOctl not moko Dny provioion for o lD!x>ur 
conatitueney, although tho aoverttlent were careful 
to oako adequate provieion for eap1ta11ste,v1z., 
f!tm:\Ra_t tho pluntors and the commorciol end 
ndusti lll 1ntarests. Q.rr proyor, ~hcroforo, for 

a proper and ~dequato J.'eprosentauon in the council 
1& justified by tho large 1nteroats thot .,-;o hilve 
to eof eguez-d. r:e nave t~.-u1 ted in 1924 on d'Putotlon 
to tho Dewan ond &Ubnltted a memorial on the subjoct 
for this considel'&tion. \";hen no praa1God to cons1dor 
our claim for separate tepresentat1on if v-.ro foil to 
win arr, seat in tho second general election. Though 
~o nsve contooted more thun ono ooot, wo foiled to 
secure any. The th.i.J:d general olocUon io fast 
ll!)proaching ond• \-:a, thor of ore, prey that this 

1. lbld.., 1914, p.llG. 
' 

2. 1£QVJUl#.OJ.;'Q, IbO f£QA9Qt f9J.I.$!;Sil\ frJ?.!llet ,9et SiJ. t P• 22. 
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question ocy be telton up fo~ con.sidorc:rtion c.1nd 
adequate provieJ,..on made in tho ruloe so that t'Je ooy 
bo onoblod to return our ovJn eandldDtes for the 
Ezhovas ol' by the fomDtion of pluril conat1tuone1es 
with sellts reoorvod for the .Ezhtlvac .. 

1\ eonmunity of t'Jbi.ch the rnajorl.ty of peeplo wore 

agrieul. turcl l&bourer s llnd indu str1o1 veJ.:-1~ er s had been 

· dcn1od f.ranehice rights, sine~ the suffrage r..as btl sod upon 

land rovctluo. Though the sznavao; thtough exot-'s_.d eustome 

contl'ibuted c good portion of income to the state revenue, tho 

govorrmont totally excluded thoco oo.rt of rovonuos in tho 

fixing of f#antbiso qualification. Tberofore. thGY deaeribed 

the suff:J:"ago t:llich rl!ls bnsed upon J,.and revenue as Dr1stoeratic 

sani•f eudal and o11gal'ch1col 1n character. '" o long a e educa

tion tss coneqrnod tho pcwcentage of lltOJ:Gtos G!long tho 

Ealt&VcUl r-Ae 42· pel' cent d11eh t-Jas greater ttwn the state 

e.vat:ogo. Hs fGJ: as 1nd'uotr1ol aet1V1t1ea nore concerned theil" 

contx-1tut1on \"..'llS mora than IJf¥ othor community. Tbl.lt wos 

drry Der:an t~att, onco said, 0 The Ezbuvas are entitled to 

f.t'GC!ul cone1der'c:rt1on and gro"1tudo of 011 travcncore. a2 

Tho fronch1so bUsed eestmt1ally on land tax \~tao 

unouitad to tho condition thot prevailed 1n Travaneoro bccnuso 

Dt thot tioo only 54.3 per cent of the population r;o(ia 

dependent on cericulture and tho 1nca:no fl:aa tho land was 

1. t.lUotod in J.b1!tt,., p. 22. 

2. <.;uotcd in .l!aQ. 
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only 11.6 pc eont of tho tott~l 1ncQno of tho state. 1 At 

tho aame timo <»eeiae and custans contr1butod 34.7 pe&- cant 

of the total 1ncane of thO statey. 2 Tho excise and cuetcme 
'· 

ro~enuos htld ca1nly been convtbutod by tho ChrieUane, the 

Ezhavao and tho tr'lusl!ms- Th~ (meluslon of exc1so .ond 

eu&tcm~ for 1;he pu~oso of tranchlao qualification onnpyod 

all those CO'Mllunit.ies and benee th~ donandod abo11t1on of 
' ' 

pJ:oporty qualtfic.rtion. Another factor \*Jltch 1ndueod the 
' Szbavoo, the Christiens and the 1.\uoltms to opposo pt"Opca"tv 

quolifi(::ation •s that tho persons mo \':1GrO in poasession and 
' . 

t:no act.ually pald tho land tax woa not entitled ·for franchJ..oo 
• 

&ince tho taxes r:ere still pGid in the nano of mortgagors. 

Tborofore, thoy d(n)ondod t'Jhon proporty f.\UUli€1eat1on is 

Nogardod D& a C%'itor1on of eligib111't.y to voto, J.t 1e obvious 

tha' a person, ttlo 1s 1n possoosion end 1.~0 actually poy a 

the lcind tEuc, though 1n ano\har mano n&'lo thould bo entitled 

to vote then the ncxninol rQ91 stl!Y holda. 3 H~d tho fronchl sa 

not bOOn c:onf1nod to lilnd tax alono tho position of ·tho 

Ozhavas, tho OU:1st.ians and the t.1uolim a. rho woro mainly 

ongagod in inc:lu strv • transport and Uado \~Uld have been ,, 

better. Thllt was clly tho meeting of tho Ezhave t.1oho JDnD 

Sabho, dlicb was held at Alloppy on 27th r~enbor 1932 undor 

tho ou~icos of t!1o s. f-4 Q. P. Yogllm and under tho Proe1dentsh1p 

1. lb1rJ •• p.26. 

2. il?&st. 
3 • .ibiR.. p.24. 
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of K. Ayyoppan o;posed tho lend revenue qualifieot1on. 1 

on .26 rAay 1928• during the t.imo of Simon commisGJ.on' s 

vialt to India c. v. Kunjurl4'nen. Genaral secreti.iry of the 

s. N.· 0. P. Yogam, sutmi tted a .r:epresentation to tne 

commission to onumGJ:ate tho various d1eab111t1ea and 

pointed out tho neod to retain t.hG cQmmunal o.+~torate,. 

to pX'OVide scpe~c'to elect~ota for the Szhava s. and 

roquo$'\od the introduction of <JdUlt fx-«u;teh1se. ~ ln addition 

to thia seVC&"cl representations wor.o sent to tho Dot-Jnn and 

tho RGeidont danand1ng aduit · frarich1t.te and reservation of 

coats. Ql 18th t~\arch 1932 tho E%havs menbers of tho sri 

l.lulco Popular hssenbly subnitted a X'eprosontation to the 

Dem-on \7iltta pointing out that the Ezbavas muld not bo able 

to eloct a single candidt>to, if the franchise ~s on tho 

basis of land rovenuo and ro~osted him to introduce either 

l.ldul't franch!oc ~ t:PGC1B1 eloctozoate fo~ tho Eahavaa. 3 

But thoro wao no chango in tho attitude of the authorities. 

t.asanm1lo, in June JS3a, an onnouncOilont regarding 

conet1tut1ortal rofom was (ili.ldo by t.he govex-rcent. 4 Immod1e

toly tho s. N. o. P. Yogal su:n:Jonod o meeting on 29 Juno 1932 

1. P. ~ Veleyuc»lan, ~.lis QrA!. Cd>PEU£5h p.204. 

2. soo, P. s. Volayudhon. ~ i' Q. P. Q!sl\Eilh 11ppond1x 22. 
PP• CXLVIli-cLVl. 5eO a SOt 
iil. llurc:~lidhDran, "N~uclo Avaka GD SltnilrPngal, • ~ f.j, g.,R. 
naJ1oun Juf?llgg I MYXE&l· P• 309. 

3. Thaahevo KoSflYon, "Nivanhona Pr~ksbobh£~nemt 11 fit tie &!rl• 
,ggl,.ra~n !u~ fft~'- p.226. see also, 
P.t{.l<. Cenon~j(=~vol.II, p.sss. 
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at Qu1lon under the President ship of l(.. P. A san and dGZH:lndod 

adUl'\ franchise Dnd if this J:tas not found poatliblo all tox 

payers 1n'o:e9ect1ve of tho quantun of tax pa1d, bo made 

ol1g1blo to vote. 1 Tho meeting pzoposod to tho goVerl'tl~ 
to J:'Ooervo 11 per cent of the ooata for the Ezbavau in the 

' \ • I. 

A sa«nbly and the Council on the ba s1 s of popul<:~tion. As a 
' ~ 1 • 

political ,body of the s. N. fJ..P. Yogam, it t1as decided to fom 

o nor1 Ol'ganteation by tho noo of .J5ibaya ,8@Jtl$;&Q. §Slb}lQ 

.. vlaich coo into ~oing 1n 1932.2 then th1s new organ1aat1on 

mot at QuUon on 31 Ju.lv. 1932• .the 'n~od for. o.dUlt' fr~ncbise 

ond the rosetVst1on of socts .ot'l tho bl sts of ea:rmu.n£11 

reprOG(l1l'tation for tho Ezhdv$ s ~as &Vossod. 3 Dut govern-

cent J"Gjec\ed these deuando. 1\ccording w the goVorrtilent. 

•tho fozm~t.ion of communal elcetorDto is altogether unsUited 

to T.rovoneore," it. ~uld e>nly h~lp 11toe.roato ~ ceotlunal 

clocvago 1n tho country. •4 Ql tho quost1on of adult 

franchiao. tho govornwont• n cnS\,Ol'O woa thtltt 

Tho dkiolon 1n Travencoro io at prooont bosed on 
co.:munJl or coctionnl interot:ts und unless pOi)UlDr 
p~rtlos formed on J?Oli't1cal linoo como into oxleteneo 
tho introdUction of edult frcnchieo t40Ult.l endanger 
tho largs interest of the state • .:> 

l. c. l~osavcn, ,ea •• cl$._. Vol. Il, p.Z9. 

2. P.:. Voluyudh.Jn, ~1JJaOs..i!t. Qla£&K'Pl• p.2S2. 

3. c. "oeavun, .J2Ptc&t..a., Vol"'Ix. pp.40-41. 

4. P. C. VoldyUcfll.ln• .~ ,r), n. £• Q'!pg~££::il.a. p.2i9. 

s • .DQ.s9!h 31 a:tobor 1932, Vo1.6, r~.11. 
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By this tJme the Legielatlve Council rtofom ~a 

pooood on 28 ~tober 1932 rb1ch came 1nto fo=e wl.th effect 

f.rO!ll 1 Janu<n:y lfJ 33. The m6 in f Qllturo of this R.Ggulot1on 

v:ae t~at the srt tAulam Popular AGsertbly and tho Leg1slat1vo 

CounQil t~ero ebolished and a bl¢amero1 legisl4turo \"40S 

created tho Travtlncoro sri tAulam As&Pbly and the Travanccn:o 

sr1 ad.tra sta~e c;ounq11. 1 1'h1s new rofom ne.1ther changed 

tho fta~h.1$e n~ made it tni~· .t11i'l. ror;ponsible to the 
, , I . 

legial.atu~o. ,the pJ:incJJ»l~ at ~\1\oc~aey .ranuined .unchanged. 

The now regul.at~on once aga.tn. ' stressed tho propeny qualS.f1• 

eaUon1 in tho sri U~l~ A ~senbl,y elig1W.l1tY reqtd.&-ad. cnnua1 

l.m'ld t<ut of Rs.~ or moro and in. the council it was fixed on 

a higher standard of annuQl land tax of Rs.Z or a mune1pol 

tea of Rs.S. 2 

This long awaited adD1n1atrat1vo l"efo:m. instoad of 

providing any new oPportunit1os to the untouchables Dnd 

minority communities again ratained tho supranaey of coste 

Hindus by g1v1ntf unduo lmponance to land tax. Thio naturally 

incroasod tho frustration of tho Eahcvcs, tho OU:istiane 

Dnd the llusl.J.ms. They undOJ"st.ood thut 4G long DG tho 
·' 

franch1oo was based upon prop&~:ty QU'Jl1f1eation tho Nayars 

ta>uld continue to h~ve majority 1n the legislature for th(IJ' 

eonotituted tho lQtgest m.mbGJ:" of tax puyoro in tho state. 

J.. !!IQin!a!fE!i!UtXi AsPPd of IEa~A'JCOf.Q• 1936-37, p.22. 

2. 1RJ.d. 
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Aecord1ng i.o thew, •tho autocraey of one 1nd1Yiducl is 

inf.lnitol.y better thlln \bo predo:nlnunco of Q angle 

eomun1ty in un Indian cta'te \rben 'thot:e al'e conflicting 

co:nmun41 1ntoroste. 01 They also tbQV9h,, •so long oo tho 

Neyer canmunl ty maintain predcminanco in tho public sorviee 

and 1n tho leg1s1Dtt¢e no uuely denocr.rtic o!m le 

r eali siblo. •2 

As GOon as the annot.neonont. of the eonctitutional 

refosme. a meoting of the Jlh!va f4abs Jau .§§bbJl W3S held at 
' ' y 

QUUon on 27 NoV«nbot 1932 under the aueplcos of tho s. N.t\P 

Yop to protoot against tho nGVt reform and denDndod Ddult:- • ~ 

frc:mchlse ond ~(l.tltanded the ro0ervat1on of four soato in the 

Council and 10 ooot s in tho assembly for the Bahav~e. 3 

Th1c Yogam ~ppointod a cannittoo to foxmuloto a p~ogr~e 

of ~ction in aasoc1~tion v4th tbe like m1nded o.rganizat1on.4 

According to R. Volayudhto'n, "The soc1olOgiea1 procoso of the 

eriois among tho Ezhavao brought thCXJ ehould~ to shoulder 

ctith the ~1ntians Dnd the tluelJ.ms. 5 Now tho Szhavast . 
undo% C.Koeavan began to tum towards tho aggrievecl "nd 

di~ppoint.ed dlr1st1ane ond the tiusl.ims to launch a crusade 

for political and buroauczoatlc roprosentation o~ co:11munu1 

------------------------1. zraypocorg Jo&nt P21&S1caA COQQEmas, p.22. 

a. J.os, ;1 t. 

3. Thazhova Kossvan, SR• cit, • P• 227. 

4. Lgc,sit. 

5. R. VelayucVlcn, RR• ;& t, , p.17. 



beola. . Thus tho .Bzbavos, tho Christiana and tho t.1uel1m 

middle ela ss stood, as .a un1 tod body and rosol ved t.o 

t:.:o:rk along st:oictly conat1t.ut1onal 11no tl to gat thoil' 

griovsnceo ~odrG&Ged. '*' On 1 "'tb oeconbor 1932 o cot:Jb1ned 

moet1ng of the Christians, the Szh6Vlio and tho ffluolioo oet 

Dt tr1vandrttn undGr the Proeidcntship of A. J. John. th1a 

meeting gove birth to the.Travancore Joint Political 

Conforonce.2 th1s conference sutmittod o mcmor~ndum to 

the Dewan on 9. Janua;ry 1933. ~idl. do;u~ndod tho introduction 

of eanmunal rej):t:esontation anc:l reserved soats for port1culur 

eamnunit1es in the Leg1&1aturQ. 3 

But tho pross note 1ssuod by the govcrnnont on 21th 

Jnnuat:y 1933 rovoolod ''-he roluctanco of the gove.t:mont for 

ro9orvat1on of souto in the joint eleetoratoa.4 . Tbls 

reluctance fJ:an the governnont side had erootod il strong 

and tenpostuous political agitDtion 1n Trovanco;r-a. Ol 25th 

January 1933 a moet.ing of Joint Political Conference , .. ~s . 
hold at L.m. s. Hall. Trivandrw, urider tho Proo1dentsb1p of 

A. J. Jobn and passed tho fcmous N1vDrthDnun5 or l'lbsention 

1, IJDVuO~O£~ Jq&nt P;lit1eoA CQQ~§Q§a p.l. 

2. ThOahllVll KGsavan, SR• c&t., P• 227, 

3. The tlsnorandu:l reprodUcod in tho .Qu.&ifaD• 14 JanuD:y 193G, 
Vol.6, No,2J.. 

4. l{.l<. Kus\.r!lon, Ihe ti,baoqt~pn ';1ove:1ent1 Tr1Vf.Jndz'tm 1 19'76,p.33. 

5, Fsoua t•olcytJlcm scholar 1. C. ChocJ:.o t.:as 'tho porcon 1.ilo 
co1nod the l".tord, • i\ivarthono:n• (t~al~alr:m) """~lch means 
ubncnt1on. Tho joint. po11tietll eonferonce did not want 
to uoo the r-.ord non...coopor&tion in liou of tO.bsention 
becauso 'thGY wantod to identify tho!.- movement \-d.tn the 
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.resolution. According to 'thiu resolution, the Joint. 

Political COnference planned to launch an agitot1on oimod 

at boycotting election to the n0\"1 legislotiva bod1eo1 ond 

requested tho po.rsons dlo bad f.Uod 'their ncm1nat1on t'.'OUld 

v.ritbckm as a protest against the dlscrJmin<rtion of the 

government towDrcls non-Hindus and untouebebloo. 2 . on bdlolf 

of the Ezhevas and the s. r(;np. Yogt!GJ, C. Kooavran, c. v. 

Kunjuraaon and t•t. Govinden supported thi o m£vaghQOPJD 

roeolution. 

In tho mean\-:.bi.lo tbe governnent had aan1ttod tho 

dsnands of tho r:~llavas and the lv1ua11me. on '7th February 

19331 c. v. Kunjursnan and M. Govindan of tho s. N. o. P. Yogcm 

along with .Kamaliaethu sankaran and u. t1adnavan Valdhylll:' 

mot the Mahazaja ot Kany~kunari, 8 At th1G moeting tho 

t;tahoraja assured tho Ea~vc representatives thlAt proviolon 

t"Jould be mado for getting tho Eaht::lVos seven ooa\e in tho 

As O(Jil bly and tt.t> aout a in the council through a:epro sontat1on. 

Glot;t1on ood nan1nDt1on. 4 f•a this aeaua:anco had boon f:olt 

as very gonuino, both c. v. Kunjursnan end t.~. Govindan 

non-cooporotion movenont under tlahatms Gundhi in British 
Indio. This t~s ma1nly bccauso thot tho aboont1on1sta 
r:antad the sYJOpathy fra:l Br1t1shors. To avoid mis
undorstc:mding thot thoU rnovanont \·:as a part. of non
cooporotion move.nont. thay intentionally soloeted 
.n1r~£Shaoam or obsttent1on inst.ood of .o&asqhDfloranem 
or non-cooperation. 
t.'l.t.l. Verkoy • 9ieaJ!gJ.&\uto (J.•utob1ogrlJZ)hy) • Kot,ayam, 
197l. p.96. 

1. l.ravuncor.!. . .fplfl1 £!olitiso1. ..c...oaw.os• op.cit., p, 221, 
2. AJ&s!t. 
3. SOth /jQDUyl ftops.t. of tho Gonoral Seeretal'Y of tho

!:. !'J. D.P. ogttn l9 33 ( 1100·1-J.J.) , p. 4. 

4. Tho JS,i£Rlp !Scts.u,51, 7 May 1936, p.J... 



ct&Ongod thou prior attitude towards abatontton movGn~nt. 

Tborofore. with tho aim of creating en atmospher-e to 

i:otreat f'rom tho Abstontion t.1ovanent the leclders of thls 

ccxnmunity met tlt Koithamukku s. N. D.P. Office in Trivan<tru:n. 

This moetlng \"HJS sUnrnoned by tne Yogam Prest~o~t. M~dhDvan 

Va:Ldhyar.l c. Koeavan and o'thor radical sections li!DOf)g 'tho 
. .. 

Jilbavao left the meeUng ae a protest aga1na' this ch~ge 

of 4tt1t~de ~f C. v. Kunjurarnan and M. Gov1ncten.~ A special 

meeting of tho SaN. D.P. Yog&u \'.tB$ summonod at Qumganecherry 

on 14th t.1(11"Ch 1933 under:' the Pt.es1dentship of K. Ayyappen. 

ln this moeting both c. v. Kunjuranan. and M. Gov.S.nc:kln tr10d 
., 

to convince the audience about tho posl.Uve implications of 

tho1,. gtQnd. But the YogW'l, in general. was against this 

proposal of· c. v. Kunjuraman: anct·M. Govindan ond tho 

abstention resolution wile raUfiod with 1491 votes against 

9 votes. 3 V()riOU$ Eahava orgonlaationo arranged o ntmbor 

of meetings to eu,pon tho Dbstont.1on move::1ent. 4 

Duo to tho canbined efforts of the EzhavDs, tho 

ChrieUans ond thetAuslims under the leadership of C.KosOvan, 

N. v. Joseph, T.L1, Varghese, t4,t.1. Varkey, P.!\.. Kunju etc.., the 
. . 

t§1XPf1htans agitation sp.read al.l ovs Trtlvc:mcore, EVen though 

tho llct.ivities of tho Joint Political Conf orance had 

1. C. KatLIVcn, OQ•Sia~a.• Vo1.1I, p.6a. 

2. Jb!d .. 
3, Thaahava Kosavan, .sa.~&ta• p,22S. 

4, Soe, c. Kosavan, SlhS&t,, Vol. II, P• 71. 
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auecooded ~ maranalling the t;Uppo~ of the bulk of these 

throe communities, the govornnont monagod to conduct the 

oloction in June 1933 and sc:mo menbers belonging to those 

eGllmunities contested tho election. In this election, 

throucah election and nanlnation EahaYa$ got sevon seats 1n 

tho Assanbly and 2 seats 1n the eounc11. 1 That in the 
., ~ ~ 

!'\ sssnbly m<»:'e than 60 p- cent and in 'the council about 59 

per eent of the ooats w~ro' olacted Wtthout eontest2 rwoals 

tho success of tno Dbotontion movsnent. 

After tho ol.ection the abstentionists continued 

their agitation for the discolutton of. tho Legielatu:re. 0'1 

21st A\.u,aust 1933 tho All Tr~vaneoro Joint Political Conf or one o 

met at Trivandrun ond ch~god 1'tn ,....·me; the All T,..avunc:ore 

Joint PolitieC~l Con~ess. ln ~is mooting it t.~n declared 

that the am of the Congress wvs to cchievo the representa

tion in tho J.ogisleturo, tho Public service and the 1\'.Dir 

BJ:1~ode 1n proportion to tho nltller1e al strength of each 

com:nunity, the introduction of cdUlt frr;nchise Dnd finully 

to u&hor in roeponsiblo gove:rnnent. 3 On 31st July 1933 

Ezhava t1.ohajana SPbha undG1' tho Prosidentdlip of C. Kosovan 

pa osod e rosolutlon dooondlng tho s. N. o. P. Yogom to pass 

1. In tho Assebly out of soven, throo v:m:o oloeted ond 4 
1.1oro nc:slnuted und 1n the coune11 2 of thEm wore nan1natod. 
see, P. s. Velayuc:Jaan • .a, tle Q. e, Q}D£1.tfQ, p.3.19. 

2. On tho wholo out of 48 a®ts in the 1\socmbly 29 seata and 
in tho Council out of 22 soots. 13 sea'ta were filled 
unopposod. · 
/\, Balaltristtna P1llo1, JSagar1vudq qy~ap;omgllga~, l<ottayc:.:a, 
1961, PP• 84-8?. . 

3, Xuxa,bh~£B,;thXt 26 August 1933, Vol.ll, No.2, 
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non-eonf1deneo agalns' those mo hod subnittGd tho nomina

tion for election against the doc1Glons of tho s. N.D. P. 

Yogam.l In the ond of July .a meeting of tho s. N. 0. P. Y09C:U 

passed a non-confidence resolution against K.u. Krishnan 

Vakil and&<. c. l(arunakaran lt'.bo had subn1tted the ncmination 

for election and bad accepted the nomination of 'tho go"e:rn

ment roapeetively. 2 
1!+. simil"l' resoluti~n was also passed 

in th$ m.eoting of the ~va t;lahgJjqp :iflRh! held at QU1lon 

against K. sankaran and c. v. Kunjur(llllan. 3 The !..i. N. O.P. Y'ogam 
' 

at its 30th AMual. meeting \\b1ch· was beld at ~lleppy on 27 

August !933 p&esod • resolution de.ncnding tho dJ. ssolution 

of the LegielatuJ:e-. on tho dr:t of the first meeting of the 

newly constttutGd Council, tho members of those thres eanmuni-
. ' ~ 

ties organlaed a mess fast to p.rotest against the new council. 

At that time a st%'0ng movEment against C. P. Ramuswamy .1<\iyar 

~JaG Ol'gantzod ~nd lts h1stor1eal meeting Kozhenchor1 on 

13 r.~ay l93S, c. KGsoven, dlo presided over this meeting 

openly dsnanded tho disnissal of c.P. Rc.."'llaowamy. 5 l<esovan 

r.ras orrosted on 7th June 193:\ fo~ hie 1ncit1ng E,peech at 

Koahancher16 end scmteneed for two years imprisonment and a 

l. P. S. VQlayudhon, §p 1\J), 2• Cb.qF,i.t£fim.a P• 332. 

2. C. Kasuvan, J!B.c1t.... Vol. II,. P• 86. 

3. 1.Q&Q., 

4, J bU,., P• 67, 

5. ThDzhava Kosavan,. fi;:c't • p.zaa. Soe olooe 
P.K.K. t1cnon, SA·~---• . ol.II, p.369. 
UDAP~QMU·\B~AI:l• th lrltJy 1935. 

G. f.jpluy~l'!. l~Janormi1a• 8th June 1935. 
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fine of Rs.500. J. In Dddition to that the goverrment 

p%'ohib1tod tho mooting of the Joint Political Congroos. 

The arrest of Kosavan c&mo as a shock to tho Elhov£Js end 

the s. N. o. P. Yoga:n. They sont telegrams a no mGorDnda to 

the Viceroy • the Mmaraja and other: off1eit~ls against 

oppression and the ~:r:rest of thoU: le~Jder s. 2 

Tna political t.lfUo&'\ in thG stato pnrsu<lded Slzo 

c. P. llatlUlswam¥ i'\Lya%' to adVico the t.taharoja to i~troduce 

various rofomo to redress tho griGVanees of non-toU.nclus 

and un,ou~hablon. tt public service CQDtD1ss1on v.tas cons'ti• 

tutod ~o ensure fair representation for bacltt'..S:td communities 

in the publi.c sorviee and 40 per cont. of tho jobs 1n tho 

1ntoxmed1ete div161on wero roeervod for backt.-rord canmun1t1es. 3 

/ill lower lev.el. po$ts woro to bo filled in proportion to 

tho populction of each caste or community. 4 Tho second 

victory of i\bstentioniots was \.-Alon tho govorrrnent dee1dod 

to rooreontae thn Nair Brigade and Ttavoneore military forco 

ond to bring than under tho Indion state foJ:eo. 5 Now 

1. Though the zoaoion Judge ot uu1lon aantoncod him for one.' yeer 
simplo 1mpr1s01lilont ilnd ., fine of Re.500. But in the H1gn 
court it ~-;aa 1ncrsaood t9 tf.tO yours and o fine of Ra.500. 
soe. 33rd AQOyai BfBJP of the General secretDry of the 
s. N.D. P. Yogam n 9 , p.6. 

2 • .ln tho tolegrclll to tho Vieoroy cays, "The S. l\t..J4P •. Yoge:n 
council prot.ost TrovoncOJ:e Government• s highly .repreaoivo 
oao GUJ:ea against o?J)resoive CCl:';'.filunitieo. fhelz loedor s 
end Genarol t..ecrGt.t.U:y of the YogCliD erreS'tGd and p;-osecutod. 
Public meot1ngs bannod and ind1v1dunlo gagged. Diseontent 
aggravated. J:Jrcyer your Excollency intervene, olloviuto 
cuffor1nr;h redroos gr1ovancoe. 0 

[1Qlpya),g i·1.:JQ9it@Qa 18 Juno 19~, p.3. 

3. Thozhava, t<osavan. ,QQ,,\t, • p.230. 
4. 11Md. 
5. P. K. K. l.1 enon, .sm. s&t, • Vol. Ilt p. 368. 
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recruitment bOCQio open to all, earlier only tho Nayss 
' ' 

nero· rocru1ted. Tho franeniso qualification had lll so boon 

widened by reducing property qUalification and communal 

representation in the Leg1slcsture. According to the nm-v 
. . ' ~ 

refom 8 seats for the Eaba"as and 3 seats each for the 

fiilusllm and the Latin catholics \:li'Gre rosorved in the Ass<:mbly 

and 1.n the, Council 2 soatt~ for the Ezbavas and one each far 

the Uu$11ma and tho Latin catholic~ we.re rosorvod. 1 Tbe 

first general election on the basis of this coaunuool rapre

sontDtion \"4llO hold in i-\.pril 1937 (Madam 1112) · and thoro tt..ras 

no contest for ant of the a seats resorvod fo:r: the Szhavas 

1n the A&sanbly and 2 seato 1n the council. 2 In the election 

Trllvancore Joint Pol.1ticlll Congress obtained absolut, 

majority and T.r.~. Varghose \v&G olected as tho Deputy Prat'4dent. 

tho highest oloc:tive offico of the .Legislc::ttive Assenbly, 

after dofeating Put·huppolly s. KS"ishna Pilla1, E. subrcznunya 

IyyOl:', PDttan Thanu P1llo1 and VD1ldtcm R&na l<r1dlna Pillai. 3 

Thus due to tho c:onsist.ont \."oiOrlt of tho S. N. o. P. Yogam 

along mth 'tho Chri stiDna ond the Uuelims, the d0m1~nce of 

the Nayars in tho legislaturo, public sorvice and m111tai'Y 
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~ e redUced to u considerable QlCtend. The suec:eos Dnd 

ebhiovcmerrt of tho s. N. o.P. YogCQ in tbolr fight agQinet 

disc:rimi~ti.on in various fie,lds liko educo'\i.on, G'llploy

mont, politics ~nd religion v;a.s rcme1"k.Dble. 

At tho same time it ha $ to be adnitted thilt the 

abstention movonent \vas avowedly a eanmunal mavEmont. 
. . 

This mov GilOnt became .reactionary and undon.ocratic whon they 

organized on cane bU·sis fat sectaing c~unol oleetoretos 
' 

end for Z'eservation of seats on co:mnunal bioi sis 1n the 

leg1o1Qture es \'loll as 1n tho public &Gl'Viee. It r.:as, 

indoed, tho first mess political movenent in Travancore 

Dnd precursOr of the tr·aven¢ore state CongJ"'e6a,~ bUt the 

natura of this rJovc:mont \':laS eaamunel and thorofare, <lgain.st, 

tho unity of the people. It ~ a contradiction that· tho 

r,. N. o. P. Yogl.ril, tm1ch \~an naood after sroo I\tarayano Guru, 

\'l:ho livod und t:orkod for tho unity of Dll contributed to 

tho grot~h of c~unal feolings. 



gjAfi E&:Y.IJ 
I .c. Q N c l: y s .I g tJ 

Fran the second half of tho 19th century, the 

pr1neoly stoto ef travancOX"o was in o state of transition. 

The factors largoly responsible for changes in tne social 

and eeoncmic spheres wore the 1nt~Oduc:t1on of la\~s pott~ed 

on wostwn concept of private property 1n land• growth of 

a cash oeoncmy due to the d<Noloptnent of plon'totion indu• 

otr1oa, organ1aotion of ~an~o~ cno communications, 

gro\"'tb of snoll scale indUstries and 1nc.reose of OVGZ'seus 

tr.ode <lnd the epreod of English oducDtion. Tho energenca 

of a middle clans in Travaneoro wau as a rosult of the 

transfotmotlon brought about by those forces. The .Impact 

of thoso forcon wos· not limited to the upper castes Dlone 

bUt to the untoucheblos: like the Sahavcs. The middle 

ela osos 1n Travancore \"Jel"Ot therefore, dravwn f:ran al,moa\ 

ovort religion and caste. 

But the member a of m1ddle cla a so a bolonging to lor:er 

cestes liko tho .ahavo faced d1ecr1rn1not1ons from the uppor 

coates. lAOst of tho public fac:il1t1os ond opportunities \101'& 

don1od to them t:Jhieh affected thoir social "'nd oeonomic 

adVance•. Therefore, their immed1at.e material interest 

necese1tited & cht.~nge in the axisting caste and ooc1al 

practices viliell kept than segrogotod fran tho moinotream of 

ooc;1Dl end po11t1ewl 11fc:t. The IrDVROW! €ibeo Sgbb,Q 
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founded by Palpu in 1896 to bring the va~ious doncm11Jlt1onn 

of the Ezhava e undc onq canmon organiaation was an eXpree-

sion of this need. But these ondoavours failed to got tho 

support of the masses. since .t.ts argUDents had appaal.Gd only 

to a snall ~oup of educated uppor sections of the G&havae. 

. It was the ep:1r1tua1 loa~er$hip and tho ideas of 

.stoe Nat"ayana Guru that. attJ:acted the masses. By this time 

SI'Ge Narsvan~ Guru had becano pop\llar after his famous 

eonsecrlltion of "Ezhava S'liva• a"t Aruv1ppuram. The cones-• 

erot1on •a e rebellion against the existing tr~dition and 
' ' ' 

euetcme of the society. In other words it \"JSS a protest and 

ehell ange againr.;' Brahmin$ @inution in r eliglou e matter e. 

From that day ondl!l'dS tha • lo~ ea stoa' Qnjoyed the froodan 

to t"JOrship the higher Gods of Hindoisn. Apart frQa the 

roliglous significance, his ideas on caste~ customs and 

ritual St on west~;«n EKSucation filnd on the importance of 

J.nctusby und conmerco t"lero also in conformity with the 
' ' 

aq>J.ration of the middle classes \'dlich irnmed14toly DdOpted 

those id®c for thou progress. 
0 

It io generally hold thot the s. N. D.P. Yogan was 

orgon1aod for tho propagation of \ho philosOphy of sree 

Noroyono Guru. 1 Kunaran A;an hed traced th~ genesis of tho 
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s. N. o. P. Yog$1 to tho consecration ·of Aruv1ppurllm Shivs 

tonple in 1888. Though 1t iG true that the s. N. 0. P. Yogem 

wos on ~xt.ens:t.on of the A.ruvippurllm ",§bd£SX299!! uh1cb wna 

fotmed to p:r:otec't the tenplo •nd fi!Y$S adjacent to 1t, the 

tdooa behind th& consecraUon of AruvlppurD:n tanple Dnd 

the motives behind the fo.rmat1on of tho Yogam were entirely 

diff oxont. It h.,. s been enune:r;a.eq in dCJta11 1n the second 

chapter that the eonsecratio~ o~ .Aru~ppyr&m tcrtiplo was 

\71th a· sacred object of ex-eating o world of b:l:o'thorbood. 

rJithout having any disc~imination ·of CCJ .ate and ct:eorl. The 

t:Ords of Narayana Guru inscribed in front of the tsnplo \.11011 

eloquently d.ecla~e n1s vision of tho ononoas of aJJn. •In 

this model placo all 1~abitants 1J:>rOS!)Gct1vo of caste and 

relig.i.on can dwell froely ae btotbere. • 1 At the same ~e 
tho s. N. o. P. Yogwo t:a o formed not t.".ti'th tho objoet of orgoni• 

sing D11 ecmnun1t1es for their spirituel end material £1dVaneo

ment but with tho 4l1m of organizing the Eahavo community 

itsGlf fo~ the1~ eoclal ond econanie progress. Tho object 

of tho Yogom as mont1onod by P. ParaaeS'Qlran to the DetrJan of 

Trayoncorovea to pro:note and encou¥'ll9G religious a.nd secular 

education and indUatri£11 habits enong the Eabava ccrnmun1ty. 2 

Ito byc•laws !:Yecificolly leld down that it t-::Ds an organiza

tion forq"d VJith the object of social and ocona:nic progroos 

l. Soe Chapter II. 

2. P. ParsmoS\•JOron, to tho Dewan of Travancoro, 8 JDnuary 
190. 3, Travancore Govox-n:nont., ~i!} Rgt;O£J!Ih COVer No. 
8330, l<.orola soeretur1at tJ<ivon un. 



o~ ~e ~Jhavas. In ebOl"t.t all tbe activities of the Yogal 

wex-o oonfinod to tho interest of the communi'ty •. ~is showe 

that the S. N. ~ P. Yogam was totally a caste ascoc1ation. 

fo.r:mod with tho object of rodx'ossi.n.g the griev4ulcos ~f tho 

Szbeva CQnlnun1ty, instead of introdUcing Gnd p:repagoUng the 

broDd ideas of oneness of g&n as preachod by Sl:'ee Narayana 

Guru. lt. 1 s. therefore. nat correct to view the s. N. l4 P. 

YogQ'Q as a vehicle f~· the propagation of the philosophy of 

sree Na~:aycna Guru. SJ:oe Narayana Guru• a eupport and c~opera

tion was ovailablo to the Yogam in lts early years. tl'lon he 

supported the Yogam his aim ~os not to. organiao the Ezhava 

cQnmurd.ty os s nott religious community but to bring about tJ 

rol1gioun and GOeiol rofol'tlation in tho soe1ety aa o ~ole. 

He said, "This organization must bring all man together. 

RG11gioa~uat have tho froedom of faith, must be acceptable 

to all cultured people, must load people to tho ult.l-noto u1m. 

Then tho eanatona pt1nc1plo of •one cD ste, one religion ~net 

one God,• t"J1ll be aecepteble to such & religion. 1 Instead 

of propogoting tho sanatcna philosOphy of Sl"eo Narayana Guru, 

tha s. u. o..P. Yogs bee~e exclu aively on Ezbava union end 

honea tho union of all c:asto end croed vbleh Nill'eyanc Guru 

had in mind tJDS htll'dlV roaliaed. 2 then the s. 1\ D.P. YogDm ' 

openly ren;:,uncod the ideals of Nuayana Guru ond beceme 



totally caste o.I"J.entod, 'the Guru broke .U\".r'BY fran the Yogoo. 

In 1916. he ttrote to Pelpus 

SS.nce 1t is seen that ~a Yogora tattes Dll lts doc1olon 
t.vithout my knowlodge, that· it is not showing lltr'f 
favour 1n ro.attere of my 1ntoroat and that 1t is 
bee em. ing incroaslngty ca s'te. o. r1entod, I I:Jm severing 
rny conneetlono \<doth the Yogam. 

soon, GVen Palpu \~ e Ill so allenotod from tho 'iogmn. ~ 1'hough 
' . 

the ~1 wcs above caste fooling, th<t organiaatlon ~1ch was 

nemed after swami b~camo exclusively, a co:nmunal organ1aaUon3 
' . 

and the Guru felt thut his nomo was b<U.ng. miouood. Ho. 

tha:-efoi'Gt maoo a pUbliC dm:}.arat1ons 

·It is a few yootn since 1 eschewod all casto and 
ro1.ig1ous conG1dez"at1ons. I no longer considOJ: 
my &elf belonging to any caste or religion. Though 
this is my roal and true position. todDy, . a certain 
Clls\o neanf;) to st111 conc;ide:r mo ono of 'C.hc.o~··· ·This, 
it appears, has created £(IDe m1GUndorstandin · n the 
minds of sano people regarding my true posit ogl •• .J 
I do not belong to eny partic:ul.s:lr caste or religion 

·.L, •••• J 4I publish this for the infoxmution of the 
public. 

1. Lotter dated 22nd UDY 1916, reprodUced in the ,Siury Kzy~em. 
Septsnber-O;tobor J.97B, Vol.J.a, No.67, p.aa3. 

2. on 6th Uqr 1923 nr.Polpu ~ote o letter to tho cpeeial 
oec:r:otarioo of tho Yogem in \"tlieh ho said, "It has ecce 
to sy notico that for a loll() tlmo the s. N. u. P. Y'ogam, 
though cho\~d roweet to the Guru 1n public, has been 
doing thinQc uhich wero acting agninot the interoat of 
tho public.,l •• ... J Though 1 tr1od to sot right thingo in 
consultation Jth tho Gul'u; thase people \"JUG opposing 
oo. Thoy oro continuing to d!) things t~ccording to thou 
ot-31 froe td.ll. Slnce I \\'Ould not l1ko to worlt and £POnt 
coney on cuch an organization dlero o g.J:Oup of ahog .rat• 
ore operating for their oenefit.L ••• ../" 
,Qi• Pqlau .fa~!}r.Jh F1le r-.~ • .L9 .( NvlMU..) 

3. V.K. wkunaran tJaiz, •canmunal Intoroat GrOUps in t<eralo,• 
o. &. sn1th (ad.) • ,,iQrh f,UAAR ~o.lljl§ia a,n£1 niA.~gipn, 
Prine aton, 1966, pp. ij2•J, 
1ho Yoge:a wao Ol.m)od after Guru to attract, its very name 
thoso d'loao 1ougifltlt1on had boon st1tr:ed bf tho pol's~nolity 
and thg ac\1vit1oa of tho Guru. 
Goot:go t:oocl COclt, ,SI!e £it. t P• 230. 

4. J!.ti~~cq r.'n(!'Ara dl~~ fSQY a!l@ 211m ,Xqrsb!;l ans!tsa 
2~--·, tl"'rc l9Td, p •• 

• 
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He elsa bemoaned& 

Hor.t I wish to establisb D society without cast« 
X havo told severol men ebout 1t. 1 Ulfottunt~toly there 1s none to \'VOrk for 1'\J. •• • ,J . 

In feet tho SttEtny ostabli~ed en altornative association -

tho sroo Nflrayana Oharnlfl sangcm in .1927. 2 Tho feet thllt . 
he considored this eose¢1at1on to be tho one VJOddod to hi& 

idetts is testified by the ,fact that hG bequeathed all his 
. 3 
prope~;ty to 1 t. 

This dooe not moen thl;lt tho ·s. N.D. P. Yoga~' and tho 

EzhOVtJ ccmnuni~ did not do anything a~ainct cast.eisn. 

Though all their activities confined to tho boneflt of thoir 

easto1 during t.h& first four docados of' th<t 20th cor.tury, 

the ti. N. D.P. Y'ogam eono1otantly fought against coste d1scr1-
• ~ ' I 

mination. · TtR irnpozt4ln't poz-cons in tho fo.rofZ'ont of tills 

movement wore sabodllarc:m lf!Vappon anc:s T.lC.. rsadhavan. The 
I ~ • ' • • 

Silhoanara sangban of K. A'(yappan ~ked for e.l:'adicating tho 

cwil a of untouehabili ty and 0\heT co sto ov11 s ond populor1 sing 

tho 1doo of int,.rdining llmong tho E1Ulavas end oth~ ~ckw.lrd 

eostoa euch ue tho Pulayas and the .P~ayus. In 1920 the 

1. 1.1,1<.· &moo, ,OB. s.3:s, • pp. 34!>-6. 

2. Sroe Nijononda ~--m1, *S:oe f~zoayano Ohor.ma sangam Tzouet,a 
3!~ 9!i200l Cf;l Vj. m:Rhal E&'!SbJr• Vol.ll, No.9 • 1968, p. J.69. 

3. uurkothu Kmcran, .op. cit. • p, 300. 
Por tho property ol sreo ~roy .on a Guru, thoro t;O e a long 
court 11t1got1on between tho flloxma sangs and the 
s. i~ D.P. Yogcm. For details soe, 
sreo Ntjoncnda sw.:m!, .OJ.')--c.it., p,169; SaO.· · oleo, 
~l?Jlleu.~r;n~D· Filo~. pp.J.OO.lOl. 
Ail i~ l~. L1~ wlfirDn_t .Qti9 f$:.£Lly on a ~ems Qi HM!hkkode!th& 
\fi$.hi..a, QUilon, 19 7d. 
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s.. N.D. P. Vogc.tn fol'med c Passive Ro&iotcneo League to put 

Dn ond to untoueha b1l S. ty. T. K. f!iodhevtJn \".bo wa a ono of 

the JmportC)nt leaders of the Pa&slVo- Resistance t.eogue was 

the rool organizJt of the Va1kkcm aatyegraha. Tho VaS.Idtan 

soty agraha and ~o conaequont satyagrahas 1n Travsneoro 

\".JGJ:O launehod for securing the right to UGG pUblic I'Olld$ 

oround tho Hindu tenplos f~ the. untouchables. A m.mbar of. 

edUcated l!zhOv,as took pa.J:t in these satycgrahas e1th01' 

dix-octly or indirectly. Though various factors wero ~:ospon. 
' ' • I 

siblo fox- gotting all the tanplos thtown opon to all H1ndue 

by tho Tr4vancoro Governnont in 1938_, one of the most

important fectors \-Ja$ tho cociul and pol1t1eol protoat of 

tho Ezhavas under the s. tJ. D.P. Y'ogan. No oth~ ell ate orgsni• 

a.at1on of untouchables any,~ore tn India has rG'loved the 

stig:no of untouchability ond unapproochab111ty as the 

z. N. D.P. Yoguo hod achieved 1n Travilneore. ey thoir 

consistent otruggle for more than 3 docodeo tho c. N.D. P. 

YogaQ could r~ovo untouchDb111ty and unapproaehab111ty. 

and thus mako o dsf1n1to dent l.n coste eonseiousnesa. 

At tho ca:no timo tho Yogco was very lteen on introdUc

ing coc1al rofcmu Dctivities connoctod td.th puborty • oarrtage, 

prognaney, birth, doatb otc. Th1a oguin suited the 1deolog1-

Cill t.'lnd ENoncmic prospecto oi tho middle classes. sree 

Nar~y ens Guru• s call ogoinat ignore& nco, lozlnoss, oxtrovagonce 

Dnd axpensivo !!O~ial custa:ns helped tho dtNelopment of 

virtuoo liko thzift, frugol1ty and· btlrdt:ork t'Jlich t:Gre 
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conduc1vo to tho progress of the Ezhava middle class. 

Thor of oro, tnoy took to those ref om. s ~th great 

onthuQiasa \\tlich helped the dGVelopment of bouJ:geolo ideas 

\'llith1n tll<.l Ezh~va cWltnun1ty. 

Tho social reform movpent in Keral f) under sroe 

Narayana Guru and tho s..N. OtP. Yogcrm was. not an 1solDtQd 

pheru:m·onon, though their social rofom mov~tmt was hardly 

influenced by th.e .retoxm movanents in othftr' pans of India, 

espoci~lly S.n Bengal and l.1aho:rashtra·. lt was certainly a 

part of the &11 tndla refoxm rnovenent.. This movement 

awa~onod tho Ezhava community and brought &bout many greDt 

changos in the lJ.fo and thought of the Hindu society in 

Ko:tala. No dOubt, ti\is movanont. in fac't helped to bring 

K.erala into tho stros of noUonol awak9ll1ng in India. It 

1& true tnot thJ.s rGfom movenont focussed its attention on 

local and regional problun s to t.~ieh the' let-•er ca ate 

cor.ounitieo wore subjected for generations. thQ contribu

tion of tho Yogc::4 in the at"'alten1ng of tho Ezh.ava a through 

the Car.tplliyn for 11terecy, abolition of expensive ccre::1on1os 

.and obscurDntiot social trituals ond custans. tG:tporance c:md 

CJ now la\~ of 1nher1tonco v:Ds sign1f1cent. Yet the tlOVEJDent 

foiled to bring the lowe sections of the ecrJ:munity rA.thin 

lto fold. 

Though the s. N. D.P. Yog&n \.10o famed initially for 

non-!lolit~.cul purposoo, it gradUDlly plunged into politics. 

Tho 1mpo.rtont re·1~ons rblich indUe ad tho s. N.D. P. Yogem to 



ontor po11t1cs v:;os ~eloting to their d1sappolntment rogal'ding 

representation in the public sorv1co ~nd in tho legislature. 

They d<natldod a snare in 'the public sel:viee and in tho 

log1slfJture on tho bl sls of tho popul~tion. tho constitutio

nal reform of J.932, inotQlld of providing. bo'ttet opportunlt1os 

to tho Chr~Gtiiu·•s, the E%havas and tho Muslims• the supremacy 

of the costo HindUs \~s prosorved. TheJ:ofore. ·tno d1snppo1ntod 

middle class section of these ~anmunities jo1nod togO'\hes: ond 

fozmod the Joint Polltical Congress to fight agains" the 

hog«ilony of the caste HindUs 1n tho legislature and public: 

sorvieo. In its first moeting on 31st August 1933, it h&d 

boon doclf.l&-ed that 'the a.tm of tho COnQl'$se w.oa 'to achieve 

reprosontation in tho logiG).aturo. public sorvice end Nilir 

Br1gado 1n proportion to tho n'-'ll•icd t*rongth of oach 

cattn\lnlty • abolition of pf,t:operty qual1£icat1on for f~nchise, 

introduction of adult francb1se. c~un1.1 eLectoroto, rassrva• 

. tion of soat.s for particular ccr.munitJ.os in the legislature, 

and fin'Jlly to proes for roeponoible goverrmont. 1 though 1t 

w.la tho f1rat mllos political covenant in Trovaneore, tho 

cCl:ilmunal chul'aetor sovoroly rosttletod its contribution. Yot 

1t Gilphusisod tt1o political rlghto of tho Elbavou and othor 

non-cDnto ond non-Hindus. 1-\G a eonoeGUaneo of this mova:tont 

th'l Qovorment of Travoncore took 6\op a to redross Go:JO of 
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tho p-1evancoo of non-caste H1ndUe and non-Hindus. Tbuo, 

job resorvetion \"ISS gr&ntod, tho franchloe rights WOI."O 

extondod by roducing property quclificattona and by 

J.ntrodUC1ng communal reprasenta'tion in the 1 ogislature. 

tho No1r Drigado YMl e :reo.-gan1aod and· bl:ougbt. undo;r Indlon 

ctat.o forco and tho governm.ent ttmplos in tho state WGI"G 

thro-rm open to all Hindus td:th!>ut any dicerj,mination of 

casta. 

Though the Yog~ was ~n undef the J.nepirotton of 

SJ:eQ NaJ:ayanll Guru, idoologleally 1 t was divorced fr0£3 his 

toach1nge. In fact the pl"ac:t.ico of the Yogs was opposed 

to the egalitarian ideal e of the Guru. casta organizations 

havo now baccne a wi'Q of public ltf e in t<.e.rolo. Ole of the 

early efforto in this direction was provided bV the s. N. o. P. 

YogCZOl. It: 1o £1 vary good example of a easto refom oovanont 

bccaaing o c~ato solidarity movonant. 



Achorao 

Adlyan 

Adva1tsn 

Anandrevan 

Antrllla Jat1 

A sen 
f.\$brC!n) 

~vedhuto 

Avaclhuten 

B1kehu 

Bromaswam 

Olcu:noppad 

CbS.ttles 

Establ.1ehed custf:rn 

A low caste man refer himself bef=• an 
upper caste man no\ as •x• but only aa 
• ed1yan• means depend-.nt 

Non--duality that 1G the PDramatmo and 
Joevatma (the auprcne being and the soul) 
uo one and the same 

.Junioar malo monber of a ta~avad 

Intemediato caQ'\e; generally 'tho atab&lavae11 
castes aro knO\."'ft undel' this name 

A v1llego ~.ehool me stel' 1n ttadi. t1on.ol time 

The abode of the ~>1sh1s 0%' oscet1ce 

Fl'ee frcrn worldly ties 

Q1o •.bo has abandon ad ell. worldly ties and 
rGlaticns 

Not belonging to any one of the four high 
castes 

Ole who wanders begfJ1ng alms 

8elat1ng to Brahcllne 

The distance at which a pulaya had to stand 
before high caste people 

The slave caste pulaya is known as Olerunan 
in Malabar slde 

An indi.genouo aav1ng-cun-crec:U. t ftf stan 
p~:eva111ng 1n Kerale 

Pr.f.&le Minister of a noUve state 

Rel1g1oue ondotments and property belonging 
to tEmples 

Ordained mode of ocUon on proceduzoe 

leland, 



Guru 

Gurukula 
111cm 

Jati 

Jemd. 

Kocbcba 

Kc1ycncm 

Kan.cm 

ttanamdor 

KDr& 

Karanavon 

Kozblvettu 

KsbetJ:aa 

K shetrcyogam 

Kudiyon 
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· The 11th day fran now moon OJ' full moon 
( obs.arved. a ·o a day of fa sting by devout 
HindUs) 

PJ'OC eptor 

Tho abodo of the Guru 

Generally \he housoe of Na:lboOdlri Brohminn 
tsre knor~n os Illama. .tho exagGoue groups of 
Eahavas aro also known aa lllom 

waste 

Qne who possesses froe hold right OVOI' 
landod prOpOI'\y 

•AbsOlut.e ovmel-sbip• a type of tenuro in. 
dlkh no ront or tax is psld 

JermJ.' e d.Ueo • the c:ommutoc:l value of tbe 
rGnt fiXGCl by state fer tho lando coverod 
by tho Travancoro .Jeninikudtyan ~ct of 1SP6 

A pieco of cloth used ae woist belt 

tl~a-1ege cer(l'aony 

LDtld hold f~:om Jennl or state. on cll!.ch 
'Uil( or l'etrt is po1d 

Molder of kanan land; t.enan\ 

Village 

t~Dlo boad of the motzoillneal join\ family 
of Ke.rala 

fowl sacrlflce 

tGple 

tOPple aesocla\lon 

Usually the holder of jernlkkar~ land 
but some tim ea used for D kancm t enont 

Ql1t'l1 

L1tei'D1ly me.aning a monastJ:y, ancient 
Gurukulo un1VGt' s1 ty a~ tGDple 
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rJattkathayem Patr111noal dose ent !!II sten 

Ull.I'Uillllkks'thDyan Matr111noal descent ey sten 

rJ181!"adayant The t¥dta according to \".hich both the 
children and the .ru:phewt;) are getting eqUal 
~~ero of ones self acqu.l.rod proporty 

t\lotthaa 

t.1ur1 

NJ.tu:isnta 

Nivartnanam 

otU 

Pondaravake 

Pondarovako 
otU 

Pand~Jravahall 
pat tan 

Pc:unal 

Peripalonan 

Pottakkoran 

Pot tau 

Pooja 

Pl"&dhonikal 

PrDsthunam 

Rajabogam 

sonoyikul 

sebodhoran · 

t..l'terelly means •impure people' 

A d1v1sion of land. o paZ'isb in Travoneoro 

lleep1aed o;r condGned 

l'lbsf.errtion .o,r non-cooperaUon 

Type of tenure ln W'lieh land ls mortgaged 
·to boldc . · 

Belonging to the state 

Pavourablo \enure of goVOJ:nnGnt. sort/lands 
hov1ng the chtU"ectc1otie of oortgage 

Non-favourable tenuro of govfJ,'I'mont .sort 
lands on .tl1eh full ta-te of l.Dnd ~revenue 
io charged 

Te:41po:ro~ loggia 1n \\b1ch t·ali rite is held 

Protection. px-opagat1on. fostering care 

fl. 1 ea eo holdeJr 

Rent or tenancy 

i·doJ:otiona socrifico to tho del'W with the 
acccxnponimonts of cerGnonial offerings Dnd 
other rites 

L1'tcally meDno the important po.rson or chiof 

Movanent 

The 11ght revenue ilesesanent on lond undel' 
the c ontl'ol of c eta in jennies 

L1 -terally ooonlng belp1ng ll<.IAde 

kO'tber 



Salvolt.nga 

Sb'kor 

Toll 

Toluk 

Tarovad 

Tovaahl 

Thanpuron 

thump UJNatt.1 

tJ.yyapad 

lirolimol" 

tl1:1y al OJ:' 
Ul1yan 

uttupura 

Vert.linpattok
korao 

VOJ:Urilpattan 

Vl.l'uth1 ( 01' 
vuuttl) 

YogDtl 

' 3l4. 

P•eons tlilo pGI''tolning 't.o on aseebl.y or 
ewnoJsn 

L1,•a11Y • connection.' Tho simpl.e Naya,. 
ollt'l'S.oge ca-onony involving tho pro1)entatlon 
of tl cloth by the rnan t.o tho w::aan 

Caeto HindUs • ono belonging to lJfJJ of the 
fou• b1gh CG$'\CJS 

Phallic eblan of God Sliva 

GoveJ:nment 

The una11 gold pendant Ued by the bz'lde
~oom round the neck of . 'lh$ b.rlde •• the 
'imo of tali tying &l£trr1age 01: moniflge 

A revenue SU:bdlviolon of a disttiet 

Motr111neal Joint fc:m1ly of Nayars 

.Branches of mot .. 11lnoal joint family 

),'be males ot UppGJ: caste CQnmUnJ.t.los were 
oddl"()ssed by the low coste people as 
t.bompuron means mostc • The moles in royal 
femily as at Co11eut ~ere DlGO actc:treesed by 
othG%' C4stGe including upper castes 

PGDin1ne gGnder of Thampuran 

The dit;tl.mce ot dlich c Thiyya or Blhav_, 
had \o stand befOJ'O high. C«late peoplo 

Brohmin tlan«lgel:s of twplea 

forced lubou.r clenondod by tho S1rkaJ: 

free feeding houoos fol' Drabn1no 

Tenant 1 ea aing 1n lend in tenancy e\ will 

Otdinery lease for a year/tenancy ot will 

Land granted at concess1ona%'J rent or tax 
in I'G'turn fcu: the pcfoXQanees/ ae.rv1ceo 

Qrgon1za,1on 



Alyer, $111 c. P. Rsna~ (18'76-1966)1 Tomll Brahmin, Lew 
gradua.te. As on Deb·. in1&t. x-oto~r, l~al axpori, educot1o-
na11st and Ol"ato:r sb C.P. bils an ortant place in 
modern lndis. From 1936-4'7 he wos t e D~n of 
Travsncore. though he -s a good edn1n.lsU-ntor. his 
dictatorial ways gave him e bed nama 1n Tl'&v.ancoro. In 
1947 .he \"'CJS c.ompellod to loave Trovancore, then boccme 
tho Vice-0\ancellor of Annamaloi ond Bona.t:aa Hindu 
Ud.ves1t1es 

A san, l'UUDJI'lln· ( l.Q·~1924), . At tho ago of e1gbteen carae 
under tho 1nfluoneo of sreo NDray4n& Gul'u, mo made him 
a pl'ofound 1tapac::t on h1s futuro caroe:t' both as a poet 
ond as a social a:ofOJ.mor. Ho tras rroll vorsGd in 
l.tttlayolom. sonskrlt flncl English.. Ho did h1s h1gbc 
odUca,.ton in sonslu:'it fran Bangalore, Celcut\ll and 
Llo~as. He wos one of tho orgDni&Gt:G of \be s. N. D.P., 
Yogcm and ~:ol'ked as the GGnual a«:retcu:y of the Yogam 
for about 16 years. A ntmb~ of tim eo he rep~esented 
tho E&hwa cQ'Dnlun1ty in the Tl"ovanc. oro. sr .. 1 Mulam Popular 
Aosenbly. Both aa \ho secrotaa:y of the Yogam and the 
manber of the Ao&CJDbly he did his best to b1:1ng ~adlcal 
cnonges 1n tho eoci&l .teleUono bGtwoen costos ond 
C(lntlu·niUos. out hiG fc.'QG roG'to in Kerala h1otorv not 
as a &CC10l rofomer or 4 log1s1at1ve QXpen llut os one 
of the three J.rnportent poeto of modOJ:"n Malayolam 
L1t:eratu¥"o. ln Jenucu:y 1924, Asan met an untimely death. 
d\en ha drot:ned in o bo{lt eec;ident of Pollana near 
1\ll~>PW• 

Ayyakutty, A (J.B71•19&1)t Ono of the fiJ:'t:lt EahavaggradUates 
1n Coch1n. An activo mG:ilbar of the s. i\4 u. P. Yogllt.lJ 
ontered Goverrraent serv1co o s a clel'k and I'Gtired as a 
District JUdge. He 1.·Jas a bellever of 0Uddb1sn ond 
supported tho idee of t.hole-sale conversion of Ezbovas 
to Buddhlsn 

Ayyappnn, K. (lG~-1968)1 Populm:ly kno"~ DG SOhodbazoan 
r\yyeppan. Born in c?n Ezhava f.umily 1n Cochin. Gl:'&duBtod 
frCD Ttavc;nc<:"l!"Q r..tabarajoe College. Vigorously attacked 
Gt~Porstltlon and ooc1al injustices. orgon1aed en inter
caste dining tr4th Pul"yt:~ s and honeo he \.V!l& ex-c~mun1eated 
os •Pulayon tiyyappan. u started SOhodh&zoa Pra5tbanan 
believing in tho brotherhood of man, edited a weekly 
Journal ~eo, He was a nH.Dbcc- of the Leg1slot1va 
~sscnbly. Depuy QJGOker ond minister of Cochin ~'tate 
ond subseqUently o tl1n1star of T~av.ancore Coch1n state. 
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Gov1ncton, t~. (1974-l969h '"" Eahovo l.o'-1 gJ>aduote; the . 
fiZ'~ oc.U.tQ;> of tho ){.\vgJses29XSh o qUDI"tex-ly ·publication 
of the s. N. D.P. Yogc.uJ no was one o£ 'tho oo~lloa\ -
E~&vas \~O entorod tne Trovancore Govornnent service; 
1n 1908 he t"Jas oppoJ.nt.od as a l.1unsif ond Ln 1920 ho v.:Os 
prc::noted Qs a Judge. ln 1929 he retired fJ:om tho 
government serv1c::o ond then involVed 1n Trovaneoro 
politJ.ce. But could nat have ouch influence song tho 
radical secUon s of the. ~vo e. 

t<.elappe1n, K (.1.890•1971)1 Took d~oo in science from t1adras 
01~1 stlon College. Generol1y known as Keralo Gandhi. 
A o s nt~tionalist, froo&m figbt.er, cocial rofomor and 
journalist his position is un1quo in modern Kerola 
history. DU~ing tho 'tirne of tho l.iapp11la Robollion 
Kola:ppan rendGJ:od YGQllan• s sesovie o to pacify the unrottt. 
Ho relentlesslY cDmpaignod against all cocial evils und 
1nequ~l1t1os in tho Hindu society and vigorously r:orkod 
to ranovo untouch4lb1lity. ~ Mo t.tas ono of tho 
loportant organ1zoro of Vailtkom setyagtaba of 1924-2!> CJ.nd 
'the Guruvayur satyagraba o£ .1931. As D frGedcm figbtar 
ao wall ~e a figh'tor egoinot social evils ho ~a arroated 
~Uoxo than onco. He h'lcl functioned as the edito&- of 
f.Vat~~ dil1ly. PraG1dont of Uolcbar D1avict Boord 
unCi oun or President of tho Nayar servico soc1oty. BY 
tho ond of hio lifo he· W'Jo activo in $LU:VOday4l move:nont. 

t< o aov an, c. ( 1891•1969) s ono of tho mo s't .iclpo.r:tcmt 1 eadcr o 
of the froodcrn t.1ovenont in tho e~stt:hile Trcvancoro 
Princely ~t~to. Ho t:a a tho cphor.o houd of the ubotontion 
movement of oorl.y 1920s. Tho monber of tho firot stDto 
cobinot and latO%' tho Chief L11n1stor of Trovcncore 
Cochin. His autobiogrc:;>llY Jogyftho ~p is one of 
tho lilOst important b1ogr~hloan L1DeyaEci literature. 
In 1934 ho was tho Gencn:al socretDry of the s. fl. v. Y. 
Yogeo. 

K.rlcbnon, c ( l.B()6-l93Sh 1\n Ezt\OV4l law 91"'-~duate ft:G:l llol~bar. 
In 1913 ho edited ond published o joumol called fij1tuyud1 
.tJlieh aorned tho title r.i1tavod1 t<rishnun. He \1Da not only 
o pro:ninant oe::lber of the & N. 0. P. Yo<JQ but ol oo prosldod 
four t1moo the onnual oootinga of the Vogan in 1912t 1919 • 
lS-120 end 1934. lie -.voo a prominent onCIJY of i.loth tho 
eonurooo Dnd the caoto Hindus. Ho bol1evod in Duddh1G'.'l ond 
acl:od tho czhdVOS l.O ronotineo HinduiEP and to join Oudc§'lisn. 

Ktoclron, N (lllOl-1964)1 i·'n Ezi'UlVIl leVI 9rDc.t)lato; 1n 1913 he 
t:J o a ca.ubor of tho EzhOvo J.,ov: Co::loittoa; frQ::l .1919 to 
1928 ho oerved tho c-. u. u. P. Yogc:n '-lG its General sccratory• 
o numbc;r of tlmoa no wos .nanincted to tho sroo f;lul£0 • 
Populot ;~soaJbly DO tho ro;>rosont.Jtivo oi tho Ezbavao. 
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ln 1928 he joined the GoVermont sen1c$ as o second 
grade Judge and in 1936 he was pz(.motod os a Hlgb Court 
Judgo. In 1938 he rcrtired fl"om tho sorvtce end etaz-tod 
pracU.c e st T#avaneore High ColA''\. 

Kunjuranan. C. v. (1871•1949),, Feouo Eahove ~1o1 rof~or. 
· Pound.- edit. of tho influential r~alwal&1l c~A1ly 

~Stla.'fHB. AcU. v .. o wor.kqr a.nd loadc of the s.N.o.P. 
o~. n 9 · .30 pGJ:1od he \"Ja e the GQftorol sec .. etory of 

the Yogc:l. He was one of the precUJ>sora of the idea of 
mass conversion of tho Ezhavaa to Olr1stS.an1ty. He was 
f CimOU s 1n the \"JOZ"ld of lattes of his "title. 

r.1adbavlm• T.K. (1865•1931) a· A leador of the Valkkcm sotyagraha. 
journalist and o~ator with national1Gt out1o~k. Active 
manber of tho. s. N. o. P .. Yogama worked a o the (.l'.tgan1Ption 
socrotaq of tho s. N. D.P. ¥ogam. Pounder odltor of 
,psujhabbJ.m gnj.. 

tJannethu Pac:lnanabhan (187a-19'Xlh Ho was tho foundor of the 
Nuu service socioty and f.rom tho time of 1'tn fOI'Cl6tion. 
for thiny one yoers he contl.nued its 1'te sec'"etaJY and 
fo~ three years was its President~ In J.924 he took part 
in the Vaikkan $&tyagrahe and ~tad th• !Ma~ga ie1\l!, · 
(dEmonstration of caste Hindus). In e becilme e 

. mabel' 4 of the· Indian National CotlQroaa a.nd took part 
in 'the T~avancore stato Congress agitation. In 1949 
he b«;amo a muabot of ~o Tl'avancoro Leg1sl4t1ve ~eoEmbly. 
In appreciation of h1o valuable service he v.-as armrded 
tho ti-tle 'dhaJ."a'to Kesori• by tho h"esidant of lndla. 

Uonon. K.P. Kesova (l896-197ah lio becano D bilrr1ster-at*law 
Dnd enterod P"blic life mero he hils loft his o~:.trk a a o 
liberal thinker llnd an active crusader for hunan rights. 
He r:os one of tho most. pr:aninent organizers of the Vaittkan 
eatyagrcl'ul and courted arrested. Ho stoned f~a~~~ 
in 1923 as e month piece of nationol movGDent liinar. 
Ho waa a well kno..m wr1ter 1n ~1alayalam. In l951 he W:ls 
appointed in sri Lanka Dt India• s High Ccrnmiosloner. 

uurko'th KltlDran (1871•1947h Famous tecchor, essayist,. 
critic and one of \he first biographers of Sl'ee t&lrayeno 
Guru. Me t•~~Ss a very famous sbon otozv cit.er of his 
time. He eevereli attackGd coste GYoto:a and ceon1ngless 
custcoe and pract. cee. Ho ttae o stuunch follo\ver c:~nd 
cu:biror of troo Narayano Guru. 
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Palpu. P. (1860-1950) a He aas born at Trlvandl'un in e1n mzttovo 
family •. Ho was a medical oraduato. Being QO Ez.hova he 
vJDs rOfussd <mJ!loyment in Travonco:re medlOal service. 
Therefore, ho first served 1n r6adl'as in 1890 and in 'tho 
nOJtt yo~• joined 1n l.1ysoro service,, d'lere he occupied 
position of distinction J.n tho sta"to GovoJ"nnent serv1eo. 
Dr. Palpu was orte of the prcmtnont signatories of the 
t.lalayall tjo:Jor1a1. The s. N. o. P. Yogam \':IDG a product. of 
his vision. He was the loading supporter of the Yo~ 
for many years. Ho is the 4uthoJ:' of 'he Ittt!m-GnfJi.Bf 
tg~al ~n T£ayf~9- He J"et.ir&d ft:CD t4.ysore serv ce1n 
9 dn eatab ed three ph1lantbzop.t.c institutions, 

the DhaxmilsDlat the 11\Gma !:.Odha~:i r.1ut't and tho Dha~:ma 
Deepe sadQnan and esteblishGd tbflxma Nidh1 to finance 
those institutions. 

Panicker, Moolu~ s. Pa&tnanabhe (l869•l.93.Us A prcmlnont figure 
of his time v.bo d1,st1ngu1shod as a poet and scholar,. Ho 
is vorv funous in l.lelayal~ llteJ>eture as the c:rocator of 
titJtav1 Rl;1Dqyana. 0 He. was one of the close d1ec1plos of 
SJ:eo N&t"uyana Guru. 

Pillo1, G.P"' (1864-1903)1 Naya;r; Barrister. He is genOJ:ally 
kno\';f) as 0 the father of political eg1t~t1on in Travancore. a 
P~ced to leave his not1ve place in 1882 for: writing 
annonymoue articlea in CgghlQ fogup attacking the \hen 
DOYJan of Travanc;ore. He t".~<Gsto most prodcm1nant organizer 
of the Molayoll oenoriol. He -"Bs e famous Journalist and 
od1 t od Uadr'a e standard in 1000 s. 

swatn1kill O\flttQllp1 (l853-l924h BoJ:n 1n a Nayor family. Hlo 
actual na.1o \;;as Kun1an Pillo.i. Ascot1c and holy man. He 
was a vorsDtile gen ous. \\flo dlstinguitihed lllmsolf as a 
vedanto scholar, social rofolfi1<m' and s:>irltual leader. 
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