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INTRODUCTION



INTRODUCTION

An inevitable featuré bf all societies 1is
change. The rate and extent of change may differ aéﬂ
different cultures may be sélective in théir response
to various factors of change. The process df tensions
and adjustments as well as violent ruétures withiﬁ'
and without a society are nothing unusuﬁl but when an
relatively isolated society comes into contact with
outside forces then .it 1is forced 1into adaptive

changes. , :

Anthropologists have variously défined tribal
societies‘ stressing one'.or other. aspect of its
cultural and social characteristics. An ideal typical
definition of a tribe can be as "A society with a
political, linguistic and a somewhat-vaguely-defined
culturél boundary. It is based on kinship and socisal
stratification is absent."1 Every society hasA its
uniéue characteristic, valve systems, tréditional
moves, life-attitudes, social hiergrchies' and

conceptions relating to status and authority.

The social sturcture of a tribe is segmental,
dominated by primary kinship ties, extended family

relationshipé, territorial_ unity, primary technology

1 Andre Beteille, "The Definition of Tribe", in R.

Thapar (ed.), TIrihe Caste and Religion in India,
New Deilhi, Macmillan, 1977, p.10-11. :



and economy and animalistic-totemistic beleifs. These
structural features are in functional adjustment with
its patten of culture, processes of socialization and

education.

Though there are marked variations in
educational processes which often contrast with one
.another the .chief'agencies of socioclization as well
as format education in'primitiVe‘sociéty are family
and clan. The age at which forﬁal education begins in
tribal societies and its duration is smaller bec. ..

i

of léﬁidevélopment of technology.

The characteristics which influence the process
of socialization and education in primitive societies

are:2

1 Uniformity of standards of mowyality ad religico-

ethical beliefs.
II A stable and extended family life.A
ITI Diffused role of affection in education.

IV Predominance of kinship category in matters of

all relationships.

Vv Combination of work and play.
VI Universal and homogenous standsrds of authority.
2 Yogendra Singh, "Education and Socialisation” in

M.S. Gore (ed.), Papers _in _the Sacialagy of
Education, Delhi, NCERT, 1867, p.41-42.




VII A “"stable referencé group will lessen the

tension of Anti-socialization.

But during the last 200 years, a systematic

o A _
breakdown of tribal isolation has taken place to such

- —
an extent that it will be difficult to find any

tribal group coming near to this ideal—typical
descfiption. The degrees of outside contact vary. In
the tribal areas of Bihar the peneiration has been to
a véfy large extent and tribal society has
assimilated many of the features of the outside
world. The alien influence has resulted not only in
land alienation, indebtedness and exploitation but
has struck at the roots of tribal socio-cultural
universe. The- tribals have been converted 1into
ohristianity in large numbersi The Hindu missions are
also active in this area. The tribal‘religion itself
has. incofﬁorated ' éeverél - of Hinduéism’s
characteérstics. Their social life, kinship andAfamily‘
organisation, marrisasge énd' other ;ites are
'fundamentally altered. Economically they have been
linked in an unequal manner toc the lgrger economic

structure.

All this has led to growing frustation among the
tribals. They have rebelled again and again against

these developments. The study of social change in the



tribal society as well as the rebellious developments
with the perspective qf education accepts education
as one-of the Aimportant factors in this process. The
causal factors of tribal social movement are many and
no sihgle factor can be anélytically or emperically
isblated but _éducation aé a factor of social change
pfovides a better perception of the role of other

factors.

Regarding the relationship of education and’
social change, four basic theoritical approaches cah

be outlined.

a). The 1libral educationist view which accepts
education_as a key factor in social change and
development. The “human resources capital”
theory also accepts education as tﬁéfkey factor
which will lead to economic development and

social change.

b). The rradical school "which bonSiders changes 1in
éducational set-up as a pre-condition for any
change in the societal set-up. Thus “"deschooling

society"” is the first step in this direction.

c). The functionalist school which perceives two

important functions for education as:

1. The agency for the transmission of

sgclety’'s norms snd values and



2. the mechanism to allocate the human
resources within the role structure of

adult soiety.

d)Y. the Marxist stand which considers education as a
reflection of the economic infrastructure and

thus compietely dependent on the latter.

A.R. Kamat, while diSagreeing nith the orthodox
Marxist stnd, has provided a- flexinle model which
provides for thé analysis of the role df education in
social change.: According to him, " The social
situation, togephdr with its underlying socio-
economic structive -and political power stufcture‘is
dynamic. The interest contradictions at all levels

with its repercussions on sub-structures."”3

:ATnough this anproach considers the educationgl-”
system as 1argeiy conditioned by the prevalent socio-
economic and political pone? strucfure thenebyvtuning
its .expansion; }growth ‘and development to the
fequirement of ﬁhis strqctureL But, while the genéral'
nature of education may be supportive of, and
supported by the prevalent socio-economic structure,

Thoan 0 eml meseecgmwe T ize, this

relationship is not of exact correspondence.

3 A.R. Kamat, Edncation and Special Change in
India, Bombay, Somaiya Publications, 1985, p.47.



Imbalances and incongryities sometimes result 1in

dissent, diSharmony and even revolt,

A).

B).

Cy.

This. process can take place in four ways:

The contradictions within the socio-eco-
political system can have reprecussions on the

educational system and within it as weil.

‘The educational system in the course of its

development, acquires a certaih‘autonomy as well
as its own dynamics . of development which can at
times produce serious value conflicts. This
happens particularly when there are gérious
struétural contradictions within the social

system itself.

Also, Educatioh has a dual charactef while
educat}oﬁ as a mechanish of socialization
teache§ the 1individual to confirm to the horms
and values of society and act according to the
status and role provided b& the society. It has
also iﬁe capacity of generating a spirit -of

énquiry and questioniﬁg of ruling norms and

values.

Because of the potential, “"there may arise
specific focal centres which anticipate,
germinsatic or support from within the

educational system, the movement‘actually taking



place or likely to arise outside iﬁ the

society.4

This framework does provide a significant scope
for the analysis of the role education élays in
sooial movements; The relationship is not'strictly
that of one way cause—efféct but it. is that of

complimentarity. ' -~

" All these different perspeéti?es are in the
context of western industrialféocieties."The tribal
society presents s completély different set-up.
Education as a sub-structure for SOCialization-And
social control in a formalised setup was absent in
tribal societies. Thus an important aspect of any
analysis has to be systematic Eomprehension of tribél
society. In a deVEloping society like India the
modern education acéuires a st}ﬁtegic significahce in
terms of promotion of scientific and technoloéﬁcal
advancement,A occuéational reéruitment 'and social
relations based mainly on tréihihg, qualification and

knowledge.

Spread of education and its application in
different spheres of social life is changing Indian
socity  in its  structural as well as institutional

feastures. The traditional dimensions of social

4 ibid., p.16-18.



hierafchy and stratification have undergone rapid
changes. The growing materiél importance, as a result
Qf the excessive ﬁse of" modern technology and its
tools 1in industrial and éocial life as outcome of
education, have affected very seriausly the
sentiments, thought, style of life, 1iviné

arrangements and attitude to occupantion.

The impact of modern education is more profound
on the tribal society as the 1isolated tribal social
érganisation is exposed to an alien culture of which
education‘ system forms only a part. Large scale
mining and industrial aétivities have provided job
oppertunities cutside the traditional tribal econbmy.
Rapid urbanisation ih the form of industriai
tounships have altered the tribal ecology to a great
extent; The growth of 'means of transport and
communication have> broken fhe relative isolatién of
theltribal society. The new political _structhre has
to a  large extent replacédfthe old tribal political
otganisation. Thus, @the changes occuring. in the
tribal society i1s the .response to the cumulative

effect of 311l these processes.

An analytibal work on the relationship between -
education and tribal social movements has to cover a

wider framework. The significance of education 1in



social change can be analysed in relation to three

areas:

A). The cultural content of this eaucation;
B). 1its organisatiéngl structure and

C). 1its rate of growth.

| As regards: the consequences, they must be.

analysed both at macro as well as micro level.

According to S.C. Dube,5l ten functions of
education and communication are important inAa socity
that is changing from tradition to moderhity. They
are: i). Socialization, ii). Surveillance, iii).
Consensus Building, iv). Raising expectations, v).
. Focusing attention, vi). Broadening Mental horizons,
vii). Creating new attitudes and wvalues, viii}.
Innbvations, ix). En¢ouraging.,experimentations, and

x). Teaching skills.

There funétions help 1in adapting to change
- leading té assimilation of new values, atfitudes and '
life styles in tribal socity thfeatens ‘the cultural
identity of the society uﬁdergoing change. This
generates a sense of deprivation and heoplessness in

the group. Sachchidananda® calls the resultant

5 5S.C. Dube, Modernisation and its Adaptive
Demands on Indian Society, Paper read in the
Social Sciences Seminar, SSS JNU.

B Sachchidananda, The Changing Munda, New Delhi,
Concept Publication, 1979, p.328.



defensive readtionb of the process of identity

preservation as the process of Contra-accultaration.

Also, the dichotomy of tradition ;nd modefnit&
is not real and proéesses of moderhisation of
tradition and also traditionalisation of modé:nity
operate side by side. Education cannot bring change

as it does not exists in a vaccun.

In tribal_greas, several other faétors which
have sustained these processes are land alienation
various praﬁtices by non-tribal méneylenders, various
sort of exploitation of tribais by 'non-tribals the
new forest and land regulationé, the growing size of
non-tribal popﬁlation in the region and covéring of

new oppertunities by nbn—tribals.

Tribals have resisted this involﬁntary
transformation of their society by resorting to
various forms of struggle? This study ofi'tribal
social mo§ements explains thé historical process that
led to £he, gfowing displacement of the tfibal
universe and the tribal conceptioﬁ of themselves as
well as the methods they deployed to maintain their
integrit& and singularity. I have tried to present a
brief description of tribal movements .in Bihar
between 1855-1390 with the help of a time frame

classification and this explains the chapterisation.

10



This disseftatioﬁ has ‘been‘divided into "Six
chapters(‘The brief introduction of the topic and the
variables of the study form the Introduction. The
overall relationship betheen education and social
change has been discussed in the light of various
theoretical pershectives. The specific situation of

education in'tribal society has also been explained.

The second chapter deals with the .various
theoreticsal perspectivés inn the study of social
movements. The élassificatory models of the tribal
movements with special references to tribal movement
in Bihar has beeﬁ discussed; I have>also presented my
classification in a time preépective for the stud& of

role of education in tribal movements in Bihar.

The Third: chaper deals with the wviolent
struggles and the social dynahics which influenced
the course of social movements: The millenarian
natdre of the mqvément and,fhe centrality of agrarian
issues were the basic features of this phase. The
tribal social structure alongwith their traditional
institutions for socialization and Education are also

analysed in the chapter.

The fourth chapter describes the phsse of tribal
movements of Bihar during 1800-1947. Several factors

like Education, missionary activities, freedom

11



struggie and emergence of new elite séctions among
tribals wére instrumental in influencing the nature
ofriribal movements. The Emergence 6f Jharkhand Party
is an impoftant phase of this phase. I have tried to
analyse the changes withAkeeping Educatinal scenario

in focus..

The fifth chapfer deals . with the post-
Indipendence phase. There were fundamental changes in
the whole political structure which also influenced
the tribal society. The participation of tribal
population in the parliamentary democratic set-up
changed trne basic character of the» movement.
Fragmentation, fusion and fission, electoral politics
adn factionali%ation ‘become important. On - the other
extreme, a new militancy was observed on agrarian
front. Intéllegentia and educated youth took a lead

in organising the movement.

The finéi chapter is a conclusion regarding role
of education in,tribalvsocial movements in Bihar. The
analysis of the historical~backgroqnd of the movement
does provide a linkage which can only be expressed as
a holistic generalisation regarding role of education
in social changé in general and social movements in

particular.

12



Chapter I

 THEORITICAL PERSPECTIVES
' ON STUDY OF '
SOCIAL MOVEMENT



The éociology of social movements ié a growing
edge of the discipline. in more recent decades.- The
tribal and peasant revolts or movements had been a
subject of intense pursuit among scholars both in
history and in the ethnography of India . The path-
breaking accounts on the Bhomji revolts and the Kol
insurrection in Chotanagpur by J.C.Jhal, K.K.dutta’s
‘work on the santhal iﬁSurrection,z B.S.Kling’s study
of the Blue mutiny,3 and Ravinder kumar’'s on the
Deccan Riots (1875),4 dfaw, oﬁr attention almost
immediately. The tradition continued even therafter
and saw ifs Asophisfication in a host of writings.
Studies on the Tana bhagat or the Birsa munda and his
-movement,S the Rampa rebellion of 1924 ‘and’ Sunil
_1Sen's study® of the sharecropper’'s stréggle in Bengal

can be mentioned here.

1 J.C. Jha, The Kol Insurrection of Chaotanagpnr,
Calcutta, Spink Company, 1964. -
The Bhomji Revalt, 1832-33, Delhi, Munshiram
Manochar Lal, 18867. :

2 K.K. Datta, The Santhal Tnsurrectin - 1885,
Calcutta, University of Calcutta Press, 1944.

3 B.B. Kling, The Blne Mnnity - The Indigo
Disturhances in Bengal 1859-1862, Philadelphis,

University of Pennsylvania Press, 1966.

4 Ravinder Kumar, Western Tndias in the Nineteenth
Century, London, Routledge and Kagen Paul, 1968.

5 K. Suresh Singh, Dust Storm and Hanging Mist -
Birsa Munda and His Movement, Calcutta, Firma
K.L. Mukhapadhyay, 1966.

5 Sunil Kumar Sen, Agrarian Struggles in Bengal
1946-47, Delhi, People’'s Publishing House, 1972.

13 .



It will be worthwhile to see.at the incepfion
whaf'the sbcial movements  are, secondly what are the-
theoretical framworks of’.the social movemeﬁfs, and
thirdly what are the siginficaﬁt typologies in thei
study of the tibal movements in particular and social.
movements in general.this review will help n
formulating an approach for the study of role of

education in the tribal movements of Bihar.

Firstly, we;' should tr& tQ see the basic
differences in tﬁe terms such as revoit, rebellion,
reform and revolupion. Prof. Ghaﬁéhyam Shah has
classified movements in these terms, which bring
about outstanding changes in the political system.?
Reform does not challenge the paliticai system but it
attemété to bring about changes 1in the relations
betweeﬁ the parts'vof the system‘in order to make it“
more effécient, pesponsive’and workable.® A revolt
-is ‘a' qhallenge .tb politicél'authority, aimed at
overthrowing the government. ﬁxebellion is an attuéku
on eXisting authority without any intention of
seizing state power. In a revolution,a section or
sections of society lunch an ofganised struggle to

overthrow not only the established government and

7 Ghanshyam Shah, Praotest Movements in Tua Indian
States, Delhi, Ajanta Publishers, 1977.

8 Ghanshyam Shah, Sacial Movements-in India, New
Delhi, Sage Publlcatlons; 1990, p.26.

14



regime but also the soéio—economic struture which
sustains it, and replace the structure by an

alternative social order.®

Secondly,we should focus our attentién toﬁards
the essential characteristics of the scoial
moveménts. A sociél movement is a phenomenon of mass
mobilisation Oﬁ' specific issues' or problems
concerning social lifé. Thislmay disappear after the
accomplishmants of such specific objectives.19 Thus
the soéial movements develop sooner or later a8
.comprehensive ideology and theory which lead to the
tremendaus pérticipation of the people in the social
movements. It is this ideology,”a complex of ideas
as mannheim put '1'c,,"1-1 that gives diréctionality-to
change 'by specifying the proximate and qltimate
goals. Tﬁis then becomes the symbol ofﬂéohesion,
unity and solidarity.  Certain movements in due
course §f3time turntinto political parties but-it may
reject the political party also. Partha Mukherji has

argued that the social movements are accomodative,

alternative and transformatory.12 M.S.A.Rao has

9 ibid., p.27.

10 M.C. Paul, Dimensicns .of Trihal Hovements in
India, New Delhi, Inter-India Publications,
1883, p.19.

11 Karl Mannheim, Ideology and lltopia, New York,
Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1936.

12 Partha Mukherjee, "Social Movement and Social
Change: To a Conceptusal Clarification and

s

S



offéred_more or less similar typologieé; Reformist,

transformatory and revolutionary.213 T.K.QCommen has
strong belief that “"the movements will neither have“
ﬁhe potentialities_ to r&ot_ out the existing system
completely nor will they s#gcumb to the traditional

structures entifly. Essentially then, ‘social
movements provide the stage for confluence between the

old - and new valﬁes and strﬁctures".14 Social
movements are also classified on the basis of issﬁés
around whiqh the participants get mobilised. Some of
them are ,knoﬁ as the civil 'rights, “anti-

untouchabiiity”, “linguistic”, "nationalist” and
other such movements.15. Some othefs classify these
merments on. the basis of the particiéenf§;’such‘as
peasent, tribals, students, women and dalits etc. In
many of the cases the par?icipents and the issues go
side by ;ide. Its has beén~endeavoured by - some of
the scholars to classify the‘social movements into
eight types on the. basis of the ‘socio—eqénomic
characteristies of the participents and the issues

involved. 18

Theoretical Framework™, Socionlogical Bunlletin,
26(1). _ _

13 M.S.A. Rao (ed.), Social Maovements in TIndia,
Vol.l, Delhi, Manohar Publications, 1978. ,

14 T.K. Oommen, Charisma, Stability and Change: An
Ana ] . e R I Gramd M t in India,
New Delhi, Thompson Press, 1972, p.16. -

15 Ghanshyam Shah, 1990, op. cit., p.27.

16 ibid., p.27. : . :



1. Peasant movement.

2. Tribal movement.

3. Dalit movement.

4. Backward:caste movemeﬁt.

5. Women s movement.

6. Student’s mo&emént.

7. " Middle cléss movément.

i8ﬂ Industfial working class movement.

1

THEORITICAL PERSPECTIVES :

Now attempt will be made by me to throw light on
the study of the soéial movement through ﬁhe various
theoretical orientation. There . are three main
‘theories whichv'try to explain theﬁﬁctiology of the
social movement, the modes of mobilisation and the

motivational forces. These are:

1.' Strain theory by Neil smelser, Robert K;Herton,

2. Revitalisation theory by wallace.
‘3. Relative depriration theory.

|7,



STRAIN THEORY :

This theory saw 1its origin in the writing of
Niel Smelser, who views social movement in relation
to social change and treat structural strain as the
underlying factor leading to collective behaviour.
He submerged the two terﬁs “collective outburst” and
“"collective movement” into collective behayiour; in

his writing.17  Structural strain occurs at different

levels of norm, values, mobilisation of motivations :

and structural conditions. Smelser’'s analysis of the
origin of the social movement is in the structural
functional framework.1® In this tradition the
movements are>viewed as necessary accomplishments of
the tension reléased by structu:al differentiation‘
and movement manipulation as a. tension¥maﬁagement
machanism by specialised role incombents.. Thus in
this theory? the movement ére viewed essentially as
an .adaétiVe mechanism in a period'of ’répid social .
rchaﬁge. |

Some of the basic flaws of the approach can be

brought‘out here. Firstly, it does not specify the:

sources of deprivation; secondly, it treats every

17 M.C. Paul, Dimensions of Tribal Movements in
India, New Delhi, Inter-India Publications,
1983, p.20.

18 Neil ©Smelser, Theory aof Collective Behavianr,

- London, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1967, p.18-19.

18 .



movement as dysfun;étional; anomic and disintegrative
phenomena, obstructing.tﬁe path of»sﬁéoth develophent-
of soéiety, thirdly, iﬁ considers human beings as
mere cogs in the wheel of the sOciéty and squéezes
the creative vitality out of thenm; foufthly, this
framework 1s conducive. to the sustenence of fhe
social structure rather then tovchange it;:fifthly,

it is ap?historical and evolutionaf&_approach.

aF

REVITALISATION THEORY : . :

Wallace ié‘one of the protagdhist of organismic
apalogical apporaéh, which makes it .outlrfhat
révitalisation'movement develop oqt of a "deliberate,
organised and conscious effdft on the part.of hembefs
vofiié;‘ societg to .'construct a more satisfying“
culture.1® .Soéiefy is regarded in this theory ds.é
definité kind Qf‘ofganisﬁ and ité culturé consist'of"
patterns of legfned:behavi;ur which certain parts_of*
the system chafoteristiéally’display, thus, he views
fevitalisation .from the cuitpral_ stand point, Aé
special kind'of culture change phenomenon. He érgded
vigorouslyvthat the persons involved‘must feel that
their cultural systemvis not satisfaciory thus ;hey

must innovate a new cultural system, specifying new

19 A.F.C. Wallace, "Revitalisation Theory"”,
American Anthropolagist, No.58, 1856, p.265.

19
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relationéhips and -new traits. ‘The significant
procesées_ of culturai change are, acco;ding to
~ Wallace, evalufion,drift, -diffusion, historical
change and acculturation. Thus the main focus of
this theory is on thg cultural ésPect of the social

structure.

jStéphen Fuchs elaborétely diécussed this typé of
' revitalisation movements in Indian society among be
scheduled castes, _tribes; and other  backward
classes.20 He said. that in northern india today the
tribals  form 'a negligible minority. Similarly
messianic movements are active among tﬁe Mohammedan
and'sikh converts from the lower castes of Hinduism.
A host7of Hihdﬁ reform movehents took place among the
Bhils of Madhya ?radesh. In south India the Pulayas

and Paréyas in 'Kerala, ‘and thev Madigas in .Andhra

.Pradeéh'brought to light this type of movement.

Thi§~ approach of Wallace places emphasis qoti
only.bn the SociOiigicgl dimensioh of the-proﬁleﬁ but
also 6n. the innovation of new cultural eleﬁents and
' social Change;_v wa ﬁhe point is ‘how the organ;smic
model. of wallace acts. Accoding to him,it'wdfks”by

means'of.coordinated actions by alll or some.of its

20 Stephen Fuchs, "Messianic Movements™ in A.R.
Desai (ed.), Peasants Strnggles - in  Tndia,
Bombay, Oxford University Press, 1979, p.43-46.
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‘part to preserve ité own inteérify‘ by‘méintgining a
minimally fiuctuating;life—suppOrting matrix for its
Aindividyal members, and will Aundef stress, take
emergenéy meaéures to preserve .the cohstgncy of tﬁis
‘matrix.21 He sees sociéty as an dfganiC'system which
is;constantly exposed to stress induced in it from
outside. This type of movement . _is basically
organised eséentially. on réligidus aspect “to
coﬁstruct a more satisfying:cﬁlture, whicﬁ may fake
the form of revolutionary, ﬁillenarion or natavistic
form of - movement to establish some satisfying épder
in the society.22 ; .72;%%_1577&9_55;53

- But the revitalisation theory of wallace,
~ despite a hosﬁ of qualities,_suffers from some flows.
Firstly, he.did not clarify. how stress on one parf of
CultUUral system?céh éffect ‘the other; Secondly, his

framwork is more conscious to the maintenance of the

structﬁra1 ‘continuity than:‘to change it, Thirdly,

this_approach is concerned more towards the culture
than the socio-economic deprivation; Fourthly, this
formulation can study the social movement with

specific categary only.

21 A.F.C. Wallace, op. cit., p.365-6. :
22 . Ted Robert Gurr, Why Men Rehel?, Prlnceton, P.U.
+ Press, 1970, p.314. ﬁ“”‘ ”ES ”“Huﬂ
370.95412 ;
Si644 Ed
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'RELATIVE DEPRIRATION THEORY :

vThis theory has seen two distinct trends.
Firsﬁly, there iélthe theory of relative deprivation:
in relation to social structure and social mobiiity,-
which has been propounded by Merton and Runciman.
,Secdﬁdly? ther§ is the theory of relative deprivatioﬁ
in relation to social conflict, that is, the

dialectical approach of Marx and Engels.

Merton developed the .former line of;development)
the relative déprivation in relation: ;d social
structure, to.analyse»quite systematica11§‘the social
mobility 1in relation to reference group model.?23
This word--"relative deprivation” was first used by
Samﬁél A. Stouffler in has book “Americaﬁvsoldie£lin
1943. Merton attempted to shdﬁ;ﬁow thiénconcebt>of'
relati?e deprivation can be incorporate&.iﬁ a more
general theory' of reference group bghhaviour.24
.Later on, Runciman falldwing'ﬁerﬁon further deVe1oped'
bthis concept in relation to reference grbdp behéviddr

and. problems of 1inequalities and social Jjustice.Z2%

In their approach,;’ this concept of relative

23 R.K. Merton, Sacial Theory and Social Strnctnre,

‘ New Delhi, Amerind Publishing Company, 1968,
p.289. - o

24 ibid., p.304. ' ; :
25 W.C. Runciman, Belative Deprivation and Social

Justice: A Study af Attitnde ta Sacial
Inequality. in  20th Century England, London, R.

and K. Paul.
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deprivation is _made the basis of a study of social
mobility as it résults from emulation and positive

reference group behaviour.

Marx and Ehgels developed the concept of
relati;e deprivation, which lay itsfemphgsis on the
eleméntt of‘oonfiict and sdcial chaﬁge and it gainea
impbrtance greatiy in the study of thg social
movement sinoe-1940. They saw the root of conflict
and -dissatisfaction in the hneqvai distribution of
wealth property and other means of existence. To
Marx the basis of society is the. mode of produdtion
and the relations of productioﬂ into which men enter.
So ﬁhat needs to be understood is the dialectical
process of history and dynamics of social chaﬁge.
" Marx writes:;In the s§cial producﬁion df théif life,
men  enter into - definite relations fthat are
indispensablé and independent of their will, relation
of produétioﬁ which_cofrespond to a definife-stage of

development of their material productive forces.28

26 Karl Marx, A _Contribntion to the Critique of
- Political = Econamy, Moscow, . Prodressive
Publishers, 1970, p.Z20. |
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TRIBAL MOVEMEMTS IN INDIA: CLASSIFICATIONS AND
FRAMEWORKS

After this brief intrbdﬁction gf the fheo:etical
aspects, now the attempt will be made by me to trace
out the significant trends and shift in the social
movement in India. | In the ea;lier writing of the
British scholars as well as the Indians, the
attention was focussed " on the activities of the
British as actors on tﬁe stage of history with India
as a'shadow&_béckground.27 Reéently,'sociologistsias
well as historisns have prodﬁced really 'exciting_
studies on soc¢ial movements 1in generai and. tribal
movements in particular. - The interest of the
socialogisfs in the social mo?ements was ldrgely
»AfOCUSSQd gn Sanskritisation and socio—refbfm

movements.

If one-looks at the appgbaches and framworks df
analysis in a large ‘nuhber,of works of the'tribal
movements in. particular- and social . movemeht in
general, one comes to the understanding that most of
the pioneering studies are either pure histories or
ethnographics of tribal/peasant movements. Rarely
have the researchers gone intd cénéeptval discussions

and they have not found it necessary to examine any

27 Eric Stokes, The English Utilitarians and India,
London, O.U.P., 1959. . :
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of .the theoretical-analytical,paradigms. Notable
exceptions ‘to this are: the studiesv by Majid
Siddi_qi,28 Kapil Kumar, 28 Gyaneﬁdra Pandev,so‘and of
- D.N. Dhénagre,31 who ﬁave started on importent debate
on the . precise linkage between the peasantfy,' the
tribals and the Indién Naﬁionalvbongress iﬁ general,

and Gandhi in partiéular.

This is not to upderrate-the ﬁalue- bf the
eaflier studies. Most of the them have brought to
light enormous source material which otherwise would
have remained uﬁknowﬁ to the present geheratioh of
the sbéial scientists. The accounts of these scholars
like of K.K. Dutta, J.C. Jha, B.B. Kling and others
are the most suthentic ‘recoﬁstruétions of the tribal’

revolts in India in the 19820 and 13930s, but most of

them belong basically to narrative history or
ethnography. Only one example would suffice to
stress the point. Suresh Singh’s work on the'Birsa_

Munda movement, which has produced abundent evidence

of the strong millenaridn elements in the Birsaite

28 Majid H. Siddiqi, Agrarian lUnrest in Northern
India - The linited Provences, 1918-22;, New
Delhi, Vikas Publications, 1978.

29 - Kapil Kumar,  Peasents _in Revolt: Tenants

Landlords, Congress and the Raj in Ondh, Delhi,
Manohar Publications, 1884. -

30 Gyanendra Pandey, The Ascendency of the Congress
in _Httar PradPQh 1986-34 A Stndy in Imperfect

Mobilisation, Delhl, O.u.pP., 1978.

31 D.N. Dhanagre, Peasents vaPmPnfq in__India,
1920-1950, Delhi, O.U.P., 1983.
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movement, makes no reference to the conéept of
~millenirian at'all.; To a certain extent, Steéphen
Fuch's_study on the Indian aboriginals has.gone into
the hillenarian movemeﬁts among Indian tribals under
the influence of christionity, but’ only
s@perficially. Similarlka the notions of "primitive
rebels"” and social banditry igtroducéd by Habsbawn,
have not been usga fruitfully by any réScarchef'of
tribal revolts or insurgenciés. until Ranjit Guha and
his colleagues launchéd the subaltern app;oaéh .iﬁ a
big way.

The tribal movemennts of ‘Bihar have also been
well documented 'by various -sdciologists,
anthropologists and-vhistorians. The .étudies' of
Saohéhidananda,.xis{ Singh, L.P. Vidhyarthi, Surjit
Sinha and others have evolveﬁAdifferent typﬁlogies of

tfibal movements.

The élassificatory modeis of these_;studies are
based on a time perspecfivé. While K.S. Singh
divides the whole movementt in four phases his sub-
‘divissibn of post indipandecne ‘phase bring out the

- shift from ethnicity to regionalism. These are

A. The pre-1920 phase characterised by the

introduction of developmental progremmes and
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initiation of :efform movémehts the
missidnaries.A

The period 1920-38, which was Qarxéd by the
activitieé vof chofanagper ‘.Unnati Samaj,
dominated by an emefging tribal Unban - middle
class drawn manly from .Lutheran and Aﬁglican

- sections of christianity.

The 1938-47 phase which saw the rise of a
militant’ movement under the inspiroﬁion of

Adibasi Mahasabha. The participation of non-

tribals broadened its base.

The period of 1949-58 when thé' Jharkhand party
emerged . The membership of the . éarty was opén
for all people of the region. This was é‘marked
shift from 'ethnicity .to regionalism as -the

ideology of the movement.

.The 1858-82 phase saw»the‘gradual declinelof the
~Jharkhand party. The increasing:inpact of the
developmentél é;ogrammes “in the region and the
growing 1involvement of tribals in them the
fission between the elite and .thé backward
sections of the tribal sociefy,. the ingreaéing

possibility of tribasl political interests being

Sy

ccomodated in the formal " political

[0}
ot

ructures,the inability of the part to provide
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radical agrarian programmes for the tribsal
masses and the growing factionalization of the

party contributed~large1y to its_décline.

F. The 18683-75 .phase uitnessed growing
fragméntation_“of Jharkhannd party as well as
frationalization of tribal politics aléng ethnic
lines. There was a growing  tendency of
boiitical extremism .and .agrarian radicaiism

coupled with cultural revivalism.

This analysis presents a very useful paradigm

for study of social movements. The phrase ' from
ethnioity to regionalism” is a very generalised
statément but it points to =a very iﬁportanf
dimension. 'AtA the same time.itv_subbsumes;SeVeral

other-linked phenomena.

Sachchidanandé, also broédly outlines the
various phases of tribal moveﬁents in Bihar. " He
coﬁsideré . 1920 s the ﬁatershéd in the hiSﬁory of
tribal movements. As the movements before it were
disjointed, temporary and rgvivalistic in nature.
But the impact of freedom struggle movement launched
by cohéress under ihe leadership of Hahatma Gandhi

changed the character of the tribal social movements

in the region.
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On a more generalised level, M.S.A.Rao’s

catagorisation of the tribal movements into three

‘stages can be applied to tribal movements in Bihar.

A.

In the first stage,the intruéion of British
administration_ on- the existing tribal social
structure withv thheir lﬁqk of undefsténding of
tribal sociai Qrganisation' led to the
superimpositidn of a alien political 'and
economic authorit&. The land tenure system and
foreétt. lays led nto land alienation. ~ The
leadership of the tribal‘society was trgditional
and it attributed all problems to outside

forces. The mot}vating force was the desire to

_return to thhe old ways and means of tribal

life. thus, the movements 1in this stagé are

millenarian and violent in nature.

The constant conﬁact wifh the outside forces and
the spread of éduéation even among the tribals
leads to second phase of tribal movemeﬁﬁs with
strong element of ethnicity. - There 1is a
conscious effort to  find new meanings regarding
the relationship between various dimensions of
their social existence bf reinterbrating their_

own traditions and myths. The new educated
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leadership 1is ‘secular though it stresses 'the
séperate tribal identity in ethnic terms.

C. The third phase of tribal social movement began
when a distinct political ideology‘ became
dominant and alsg- the element of regionalism
came into it. The eméfgence of Jharkhand Part&
as a well ¢stablished party participating in the
universal political structure of-pérliémentary
democracy is a manifestation of changes taking

place in this phase of the movement.{-

For analysing the role of educétion in tribal
social movements of Bihar, we can identify the phases
which marked a‘significént change in the nature of
tribal movement. this can be seén'in the bﬁckground
of the changes occuring in fhe field of educatién. 
Thé breakdown‘ of tribal mode of education, the
introduction of missionary éducatioh, the post-’
independence gfforts-of .the government to ‘pfovide‘
education to ail remote areas are some of the key
features of change occuring in the field of tribal
education. Related to these, the role of édﬁcation
in elite formation, mass articulation and
mobilisation as well - as 1its effect on the socio-

cultural and economic aspects of  tribal life will

- LA - - —
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provide a clear picture regarding the role.  of

education in changing tribal social life.

’Bésed- on the périodisation provided by
K.S.Singh, Rao,Sachéhidananda and others we can
divide the whole span in three éhases. This division
is more an éxercise to faéilitate the:study of tribal
social movements Vith specific 'Streés on the role of

education than an elaboréte,thebretical férmulation.
‘The three phases 1in whiéh I propoéé to divide ‘my

study are |

A. The Pre-1800 A.D.phase.

B. The 1800-1947 phase, and :

C. The post-independence phaée.

In the firstiphaSe, modern education in the form
of missionary schools had ‘not much of aﬁ influence
directly though at ﬁhe endlof this period the impact
of miSsiohary_education and>christiani£y'was visible

in affecting the nature of tribal social movements.

The second phase was the phase of the emergence of

educated tribal elite and a middle class. The shift
from ethnicity to regionglism was =also becoming

visible. The effect of freedom struggle ' also

influenced the movement at this stage. The third

Q

stage witnessed the graddal spreed of education,

urbanisation, industrialization and other
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developmental programmes in the area.  The changing
nature of tribal movement was a result of all these

and other factors but education provides a crucial

linkage between these phases
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Chapter IXI

 COLONIALISM, TRIBAL
REBELLIONS AND COM :ING OF
: WESTERN EDUCATION



A thick curtéin of myster& hangs over the
antiquities of the prehistoric tribes.of Bih&r.'l In
the absencei of scientific .historical material,
British anthropologists have tried to épnstruct theif
history on the basis of folklore and old traditions.
A oleér .piéture émerges only after the Hoghul;s
penetration'of the areé. This started =a process‘of
intrusion of alien elements in the tribal universe
and their strong resistance to it which in various

forms ‘continues even today. .

The tribals of . the region Eelong to two
important ethnic groups (The Muﬁdari speaking
kolarians which 1include Huhda, Santhal, Hq%b Kharié
~are first in terms of number as well as in
imﬁorténoe). The Dravidian group incluaes Oréon, Mal
Paharia and othér small tribes. Tﬁe- differences
between  various tribes "relate to ~ means  of
subéistence, -éocial organisation, languége but no
consistent corelation can be'established betweén aﬁy
of these features.”2 The four tribes San#hal,Oreon,
Munda and Ho constitute about eighty percent of the
tibal population and jthey are geﬁerally settled

agriculturists.

1 L.P. Vidysrthi and B.K. Rai, The Trihal Cnltnre
of Indis, Delhi, Concept Publishing Company,
1977, p.36. o

2 Sachchidananda, ] S i Cnlture in

India, Calcutta, 5.B. Mukhopadhya, 1965, p.1.

33



PRE-BRITISH PERIOD

Prior to theVOutside contect, the tribal society 
was woven aropnd the'_basic structures of clan,
'_village and . Ehieftanship. ‘They acquired land by
clearing the forest which was then owned generally by
a group of - agnatic familieé. Tﬁe "Korkar® system
recongised the right of man on the 1land he has
cleared himself. The ‘Khutkathi’ system in which the
patrilineal descendéﬁté had joint ownership of the
land but they were not authorised to transfer it.3
The traditional tribal chiefs were given a customary
right in agricultural produce. The political
authority vested ,intb the hands of Parha head, The

‘Manki, who was aséisted by other village elders.

During the Mdghal period, the iéolation~ of
tribal world was broken and a process of; state
formation and adoption of feudalism”4 began. During
the time of Jahangir, the tribal raja as taken to the
~court of Mbghal'empéror. After hisireturn he began ﬁo
copy the royal court style. He gathered a large
number of courtiers and retinue and built a large

palace at Doisa. A large number of Rajputs,ABrahmins

3 P.P. Mohapatra, Aspects of Agrarian Econaomy af
Chotanagpnyr (1880-13950), Unpublished Ph.D
Thesis, JNU, Chapter IV :

4 Sachchidananda, The Changing _ Mnnda, Delhi,

Concept Publication, 1979, p.64-65.
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and other caste groups were.inducted in-'the tribal
domain and were granted jagifs. "The newcomers were
granted a share in the ruler’s customary right iﬁ
agricultural produce but they demanded a_proprietary
privilege as remuneration. This was the genesis of
the transférmation of the traditionsal lineage tenures
(Bhunihafi Khaint) into zamidari-tenures (Majhhas)
and the intermediate tenures.S Within a short time a
new class of pebéle consisting - of up countr&
businessmen, money lenders, Brahmin'vpries£s and
Rajput jagirdars came to be settled ih various partS 

cof tribal homeland.

COMING OF BRITISH COLONIAL POWER

The final diséolution of thé tribal macrocosm
~originated shortly. after the East:'India_ Compény
abquired the Diwani,df the ers£whiie Mughal province
of Bengal. The trahsfer of power to the Britishefs
greatly facilitaded the process of land alienation.
The British failed: to realise that "to comprehend
rights and customs in Chotanagéur...., the most
important requisite is to discard completely all_

idess of land tenure in zamindaril system. The unit 1n

on

k.0, Dhan, Tribal Movements in Chotanagpur, 1in
5.C. Malik (ed.), Dissent Protest apd Reform 3ip
Indian Civilisation, Simla, IIAS, 1977.
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-Chotanagpur being frequently not the individual
tenants butva community and the landlord or the ruler
being not the owner of the soil but reéiever' of

rent."®©

The zamindari and the Gﬁatwéli systems of land
tenure were the result of converting titiés from a.
difinite share in the produce to move extensive
rights of a propfietary nature in lands, rent and
services. The zamindari and the Bhuinhari villages
supplanted the Khukkéthi villaées. The zamindari had
huge "Bakast"” 1and$ for which they employed the
tribals as ‘Beth Begari®. Thus, while the tribal
became from owner to tenawt-at-will, on the other
hand he could not 1look after what little land he had

because of the compulsory "Begari”

The British iéystem led io the introduction of
tax-collectors, policemen and non—tribal thekadars.
The Sub-infeudatories of the'zamiﬁdars displaced the
traditional tribal village éersonage the Mankis.
Administrative officisls, ignorant . of tribal customs
and 1nsensitive to tribal mores, were bent on
bringing the area in conformity to the standards of

the contiguous non-tribal area 1n - every respect.

N

T. Mcpherson, Final Report on Snrvey and

ﬁﬁLLlﬁmﬁﬂL_~QaﬁLALlﬂﬁ_JLL_iﬁuuﬂutLJkﬂJﬂxi (1905-
1907, Calcutta, 1910, p.14.
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Taxation was heavy, subject to frequent increases.
The annual revenue of the Damin-i-Koh grew rapidly

from nil to eighty thousand rupees.?

All these factors were directly or indirectly
related to the issue of tibal indebtedness. Earlier,
tribals had a subsistence economy bas;d on barter and
exchange. The institution of(crédit and moneyleﬁding
" were absént.e- Now the high rates of rent, intrusion-
of cpstly hindu customs in their cereéénies and the
presence of moneylenders changed the whélg'situation.
The moneyienders gave loans for'unproduqtive porposes
such as marriage payments and village feasts. They
charged exorbitant interests and frequently
manipulated their sccounts. The aim_waszland grab and
forced labour which ooniinuéd even aftef the death of
the debtee. "It was a common thing for;é moonsiff to
decree that a grandson - should givg service' in
liquidation of = debt due iby a_grandfafher} and.éf
whiohvdebt the grandson was ignorant,'or which had-

never been incurred”.®©

7 JoH. Hutton, Primitive Tribes, 0.5.5.0 malley,
London, Oxford University Press, 1968, p.1.

5] BN, HMajumdsr and T.N. Madan, An_Introdunction to
Gucial _Anthropoloty, Bombay, Asia Publishing
House, 1970, p.91. :

9 E.G. Man, Zs alia s f , Delhi,

Mittal Publications, 1983, p.111-112.



Thus. “thefzamindars. thé police. the revenue
officials and the court exercised a éombined system
of extortions, oppressive Aexaction, forcible -
disposseésion of property, abuse and persbnal
violence and a8 variety of petty t&rannieé upon the
timid and yielding tribals" .10 Theltribal's_responSes
over this period were largely conditioned by the
discordant pressures of 'their absorption into
: colonial land tenures, transformed village-structures

“and other socio-ecomomic and cultural intrusions.

In this phase,'a pattern of revolt sustained by
mythological dreémé and yearnings; followed by normal
-administrative concessions, followed by frdétration
~at  thwarted tribal wurges and followéd,.in turn by
- renewed resistance, invigorated by praditions and.a
determination born of a feeling of‘desperation ¢an be
described as the sequence of tribal history till this
.point. |

The most important moementé‘Of this phaée in
terms of scale and 1impact were the Santhal Rebellion
(1855-56), the Kharwar movement (1871-73), the

Sardari Ladai (1889-90) and the Birsa Movement (18399-

lad

10 Bipasn Chandra, 1A S -3 . :
Independence, Delhi, Penguin Books, 1989,'pi47.
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THE SANTHAL REBELLION

Among the numerous ﬁribal revolts the Sahthal
“hulf or uprising was the most massive. The Santhals,
living 1in the érea between Bhagalpur and Rajmahal
known as Damin-i-Koh, rose. in a united and violent
strug@le in 1855. This was the climax éf a series of
hardéhips and oppresive policies which had threatened
the very exisence of Santhal cultivator. S#nthals,
originally hired to hunt the wild beasts that roamed
the aréble tracts, were set to ihe task of ciearing
the Jungles for cultivation by the tenants of the
permanent settlement zamindars. Relativly high wagdes
for 1abodrers and low rents for tenants tempted many
Santhals to emigrate to. the area. In 1832-33 thé
cultivatéd ares between Rajmahal hills and the plains
were set aside for the Santhals under thé name of
Damin-i-Koh meaning “Skirts of the Hill".

‘The | Damin-i-Koh inevitably - dfew» avaricious
outsiéers who with the help of British anthority and
its accompanying panoply of devices fecilitated the
process of pauperizing the tribals. Soon the poor
Santhals were reeling under the Qppreééive burden of
zamindars and moneylender. E.G. Mzn11, a British

administrator of the ares identified the following

11 E.G. Man, op. cit., p.108-109.
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five factors as instrumental in eruption of the

revolt.
a). Exploitation by moneylenders and the zamindars,

b). The misery caused by their 1iniquitous system of
allowing personal and hereditary bondage for

debt,

c). The corruption of the police in aiding the

moneylenders,

d)Y. The 1impossibility for the Santhais pf obtaining

redress from the courts,

e). The 1improvidence and the “happy-go-lucky: style

of living of the Santhals.

By 1854, the tribe heads, the "Majhis” and
"Paranities” had begun to meet and discuss the
possibility of revolting. Stray cases of the robbing

of zamindars and moneylender begsn to occur.

The buildihg of the railway skirting Santhal
Paraganas provided the spark for the revolt. Large
number of Santhals were attracted to work on its
construction while several others were prevented from
going as they were contractuzlly bound to labour for
their creditors. The ones that managed.to gb returned
to their wvillages with «cash and this naturally

created further resentment i the minds of those who
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weré trapped in the vicious cycle. of "Kamotee",
"harwahee“. and other forms of debt bondage. They
'began to abscond. Théir_‘owners fetaliated by holding
their wives and children as hostages. The tribal
anger ‘Qas multiplied' because of the famiﬁe. like
conditions in 1854 and an accompanying high rise in

prices.12

The tribal leaders called._aﬁ assembly -of nearly
6;000 Santhsals, representing 400 villages at
Bhaganidihi on 30 June, 1855. It was decided to raise
the banner of revolt, get rid of the outsideré and
their colonial mésters once and for all and usher in

“the Satyug”. "The reign of truth".213

The beginings of the movement were marked by the
submission of petitions. The superinténdent of the
Damin-i-Koh was pétitioned " to regulate usery and
reduce the land tax. The commissioner of thé division
‘was also éétitioned for redress of these grieVanoeé.

‘But these were not met with any positive response.

Meanwhile, the tribsl sentiments were kindled by

tales of messianie vision. In 1854, Bir Singh, a

Santhal “"pargasnait” incharge proclaimed that, in a
vision he had of Cando Bonga, ~the Santhal’'s main

spirit, he had received magical charms by means of

12 J.H. Hutton, op. cit., p.424. -
13 Bipan Chandras and Others, op. cit., p.47.
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which the Santhals would be rid of their exploiters!
Two brothers Sidu and Kanhu, from the village Aof
Bhognadi,‘the principal rebel leaders, - claimed that
Thakur (God) had communicated with them and told them

to take up arms and fight for independenqe.14

The leaders mobilized the Santhals:by organizing
huge pfocessions through the villages acconpanied by
drumhers and other musicians. The leaders rode at the

head on horses and'élephants‘aﬁd in palkies.

Sidu and Kanhu started a march to calcultta with
about 30,000 Santhals to petition the Gerrner—
General to see to the regulation of usury, the reform
Qf land revenue, and the expulsion of out:ide rs. The
march was orderly as long as fbod lasted and no
opposition was éncOuhtered. As the situation'changed

on both these fronts, pitched battles were fought.

Forming'bandS'df 1,5QO to'Z;OOO, but»fallying in
many thousands ét: ﬁhe call »éf drums on particular
occasions, they attacked the mahajans- and zamindar
and their houses, police stations{ rallway
construction sights, the post carriers—in fact all

symbols of diku exploitation asnd colonial power.

14 S.B. Chaudhari, Civi 1S 72 S
British  Rule in India, Calcutta, Mitra
Publicating., 1955, p.83.- :
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The'Santhal insurrection was helped by a large
number of non-tribal and poof dikus. Many of them

took an active part in the rebellion.

Once the government realized the scale of the
rebellibn; it organised a major militar} campaign
aéainst the rebels. It mobilized tens ofvthousands of
501diers under the‘ command of 'a.;Major—General,
declafed martial law and offered rewards upto 10;000

rupées for the capture of various leaders.

The rebellion was-crushed by the end of 1858.
This periodl found the Santhsals homeless, with more
than 15,000 killed and tﬁeir accessible villages and
crops destroyed. Sido and Ksanhu had-alregdy been

captured.

Apart from military action, the government took
steps to improve the tribal situation. The tribal
areas were removed from permanent settlement and

placed under special territory. Special officers were

appointed to look in the matters of tribal
oppression. A majority of cases of debt bondage
involving petty amounts were dismissed. Special

courts dealing directly with the tribals were set up
to investigate the cases .of land slienation and laws.
were enacted to stop this. "The causes that gave rise

to this rebellion., with the prior inactivity to give
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the Santhals redress. and the stringent measures
taken afterwards, form a dark blot on the ‘pages of

British history in Indis.”15

THE KHERWAR MOVEMENT

Apart from this violent oufbursts, the tribal
response included movements of internal reiigiqus and
socio-cultural reform. They generally followed in thé.
wake of defeated uprisings. Thus, the Santhai
" rebellion was followed by the Kherwar or Sapha Har
movement. Its promptings sprang from the myth iﬁ
Santhal minds of a time in the infancy of their
history when they ”lived in champa 1in absolute
independence and had no rent or tribhte.to pay but
only to bring =a small offering to pay ihéir leaders

in virtue of their office.18

In 1871, Bhagirath Manjhi added the title of -
“Bébuji” to comébnd his charishmatic status and
announced that he would lead the Santhals back to
their golden age 1if they worshipped the Sun
exclusively and put themselves through a number of

cleansing practices. He told his followers that their

15 E.G. Man, op. cit., p.117.

18 J. Treisi, Social Moo S Sz als,
in M.5. A. Rao (ed.). S0risl Movements in Indis,
Voul.2, New Delhi, Mznohar Publication, 1879,
p.134.
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ravage state was the result of -divine retribution for
worshipping minor and eVil spirits aﬁd | that
monotheism would win their lands back for them. Fuchs
suspepts christian influenece in this phasé'of the

movement .17

The famine 'of 1874 worsened the economic
conditions of his followers and" Bhégirath Monjhi
injected.eleﬁents of Hinduism 1into the movemeﬁt by

exhorting his followers to worship Ram Cando.

He ordéred them to bafhe daiiy. before eating;-
and to abstain from consumption of unclear animals,
and from dfinking and dancing. This iﬁfusion of
charisma, christanity and hinduism failed to check
the gradﬁal 'decliAe of the movement. This léd to a
political overtone to the whole movement with Babuji
urging his fol}owers to refuse to.pay taxés on the
land they cultivatéd, One :bf his folloﬁers asked for
a separaté tribal  administration during »the éensus
operationsv of  1881. Later -the Khanwar movement
fissured into three sects The Sapla Har, Samra and

Bsbujivi. 18

17 Stephen. Fuchs, Rehellions Prophets: A Stndy aof
ﬁﬁ451&niﬁnﬂﬂxﬁmﬁﬂig_iﬂ_lﬂdL&a_R&llgiﬂﬂS Bombay,
Asia Publishing House, 1980, p.46-53.

18 J. Troisi, op. cit., p.135. '



THE SARDARI LADAI

The concessions gained after the 1855 revolt.
were multified slowing with the active cojoperatioh
of administratioﬁ, judiciary' » big 1andlpfds and
Edfopean_ indigo planters. In 1889-90, a .movement
lacking either ihe meséianié'zeal or the following,
emerged with .the traditional tribél "Sardars” as
leaders emerged. They - attempted to fight the
Theekadars, Bigger landlords and the imposition of
beth begari? The- movement sustainea itself on
memorandum up by lawyers in Calcutta High Courts
where the Sardars were frequently cheated by people.

who claimed to get their petitions accepted.

The agitation assumed a significant dimension
partly due to its link with the German Lutherian and
Roﬁan Catholic Church and missioneries. An impression.
spread that to become a christian was a sure way to
successfully fight the landlordlé. From 1885 onwards:
a hew wave of proselytisation swept over the tribél
Ares .’ A missionary; father Constance Lievens
converted 70,000 tribals by promising to help them in
fighting their cases 1n courts. Later the government

actced in forc . ing the church to withdriw from this

19 F.Dess. isis 3 4 ©(1889-90),
Bangslore, 1.B. Publishers, 1875, p.81.
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stand. This led to mass desertation.of tribals from

chistianity and their demoralization.20

A missionary reported the Sardas as complaining:
‘We have appealed to the Sakar for redress ahd‘got
nothing. We have turned to the missions and they too
have not saved us from ﬁhe Dikus. Now there 1is
nothin% left for us but to look to ne of our own

men’ .21

BIRSA MOVEMENT :

L

‘.Birsa Munda (1879-1900) was the answer to the
hopes of his people. Born in a poor sharecroppef's
family{he had received Some education from the
missionaries and had then éome under Vaishnavé
inflqenée. In 1893-94. he participated in a movement
to prevemt village waste lands being taken ove by the
forest depértment. In 1895, young birsa is said to
ha;eAseen a Visiqn of a supreme God, after which he
doiméd to be a prophet with miraculous healing
powers. Thousands began flocking to chalked to bear

his wdyvds with its prophecy of an imminent deluge.

20 L. Clarysse, Father lievens Hisg Life and
Times, Ranchi, R. Mission Press, 1984, p.Z204.

21 Sumit Sarkasr, MWodern India (1885-1047), Delhi,
MacMillan, 1982, p.47. .
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He received the name of "Dharti Aba". Father of the

earth .22

The dynahics‘ of Birsa movement operated  at two -
closely interrelated levels. Thé religious and
revivalistic naturé of his moyement. greatly
influenced by Cﬁristionity and Hinduisum., was more
domingnt in the first phase but ofter'his omergence
from jail in 1898, the political and economic content
come to the frqnt. Though, there never was'a'divource

between the two.23

He called  upon the Mundas to uproot
superstition, objdre animal socrifices cesse taking
intoxicants and wear the sacred thread. They were to
woréhip in the "Sarnas” (their sacred>groves) rather
than in temples. vHe'ordered his followers to destréy
all their propefty. This was not only to strengthen
the Anti-foreign hysteria and lay the bases of a new
and purified system akin to the unspoi1£ state of the
past. Stories Of miracles éerformed.by him earned

Godhood for_him.24

22 5.P. Sinha, i 7 ‘imes irss )
Patna., Pushpa Praksshan, 1964, p.49.
23 ibid., p.107-114.

24 K.5uresh Singh, The st 5 z
I"-" R . EE. - ” ’ ’ . .

Chotanagpnr. Calcutta, Firma K.L. Mukhopadhyay,
1966, p.169-69. : |
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Birsa Munda became aﬁ orticulate vehicle of such
moulding influences which had.infused' the tribal
soqiety in general. . He wanted to unite his people in
a mythical past by ridding them of the exploitative
triad of Zamindar, forcigner and troder—usufer. He
spoke out against the swollowing up of - "Bhuiﬁar"
lands and “Khuntkatti” teneres, the displacement of

mébhhis all over the munda country, the "arekattais”

or the labour contractors.

The mundas were galvanised into martial fury
"through s series of secret meetings in the moonlight
and this found ile expression firsf in the attack on
police stations and mission houses. This was the
last ditch battle of a;people'emotioﬁally adrift and
physically aﬁ their tether’'s end. They were fightiné
for their "lost kingdom wheré:there will be enough to
eat, no famine, the people will live together éndAin

love™ 25

After many battles, Birsa was finaiiy capthred
after his forces suffered a terrible reverse against
the British srmy  at Dumbari Hill in january 1800.
Thus ended the movement which the British
administration chose Lo labél és primarily aﬁ

agrarian one while the Indian press emphasiged its
A Hyron Weiner, Sons S0ily Delhi, Oxford
Hniversity Press, 18978, p.163-64. '



political overtones. According to\ngit_ Sarkar” it
is obviously futile to seek a conscious all India
nationalist in Birssa. His vision could not have
embraced anything broader than a hercic defence of
his tribal homeland against all intruders, though a
Eertain primitive but basic anti-imperialist conﬁent

-

can not be necessarily denied to his movement.2®

REASONS AND DEVELOPMENTS :

]

As this very brief account of tribal movements
before 1900 shows that a multiplicity of agrarion.
economic and socio-cultural factors led to numerous
prptesté by tribals. Sometimes they were violent and
sometimes the religious overtones fully surrounded
the economic and political 1ssues but;there remained
2 basic similarity iﬁ_we~take'into account the system
chéracteristics._elements of social structure and the
future visions of the society the tribals had. -A véfy
important dimension was fhe role of education or the
lack of 1it, in mouldiﬁg the triﬁal response to such

forms.

Modern educstion was absent in any form prior to
the coming of the missionaries. Instead, in tribal

socletilies, “"Educstion is the socizl mechanism of

26 Sumit Sarkar, op. cit., p.49.



initiating the growing generation into their cultural
heritage and the use there of according to taditional
. 2, : .

methods. _ Thus, educatibn may be called the

preparation for the discharge of adulthood roles” .27

Aparf from family and clan, there were
institdtions  for "educationai and socializational
purpoées in tribal societies. The most important
among them is the youth Dormi%ories. The mufia gnd

Gond have their “Ghotul” while Munda and Ho call it
"Gitiora". Referred as "children’'s republics” they
provided training by folk-tales,stories,myths, legends

and riddles in the absence of written litrature.

This education was sufficient for the isoiated
tribal society but the alien‘penetrations‘into their
social. economic and political 1ife made this highly
inedequate. They were unable to understand the new
adminstrative regulations and laws. The growth of a
new type of property owning system,mode of prodﬁction
with‘fhe expansion of money market put the fribals

into disadvantage.

The dikn moneylenders tocok benefit of their
illiteracy in clamping them into perpetual debt-

bondage . The book keeping wss done only by the

27 D.N. Majumdsr, and T.N. Hadan, op. cit., p.129.



moneylenders whO'manipulated' the accounts 1in their

favour. 28

The fribal people were unable to get justice in
courts because the& c&uld' not understand the court
language, a mixture of Hindi and Urdu words, nor the
European Judges could understand their languagg..
This brought in the court officials who céuld easily

influence the decision by false inter -pretation.29

This barrieriof ignorance and illitrac& between
tribals and Jjustice increased their sense of
alienatiqgn. In their stupefication, they failed to
assert their rigﬁts_:and bebame suspicious of and

hostile to the Government .30

The tribal system of education and socializatidn'
wifh its emphasis on legends.stories and tales made
the tribals aware of the hardships they faced today.
in comparison to the "Golden past’ . Almost all the
movements of thisvphase wantea the society té go back

to its golden days.

The coming of the missionaries in the middle of
139th century had a major cultural impact on tribal
society. Their role in  education was very

significant and had far reaching conseguences.

28 E.G. Man, op. cit., p.126.
29 K. Suresh Singh, op. cit., p.5.
30 ibid, p.6.
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According to a missionary., the social and educational
impact hasv“enabled (them) to'shakeroff the degrading
effécts of demon—wofship and the extravagent drinking
habits which accompany 1it. Educatibn has eniarged
their ideas and quickened their Wwits. Knowing.how to
read and write, undersfanding‘morev about Government
and law,they are no qunger at the mercy of the
landlord;s underlings. of the moneylenders, no longer
dgoeived by fraudulant receipts and reports. They

acquire a spirit of independence”31

Thus” lack of modern educstion was an important
factor in providing the unequal settings in which the
tribals ‘interacted with 'dikﬁ' landlords, money
lernders and British administrative. It combined to
make the cher soclio-economic and agrarian issués

even more potent in exploitation.

CONCLUSION -

In conclusion. we can note the characteistics of
the tribal movement in this phase as the cau= ¢ which

gave "rise ‘to the specific set of circumstances.

U

lesding to rebellion. the most striking feature of

movements in this phase was their lack of continuity

~

31 C.F. Pascoe, Two Hundred Years of S_P.G. (1701~
1300), quoted in K.5. OSingh, The Dust Storm and
Hanging Mist, op. cit., p.18-20. ’
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and organisation; Though, all the movéments were
mostly linked to agrarian issues,there was lack of.
inter-tribal cohmunication and movements remained
confined to specific tribes. | This  insulatory

tendency limited the scope of the movement.

The millenarian nature of the movement and the
charismatic leadership- wésv due ‘_to the. lack of
comprehension by the tribals of the reasons fo? their
oppressive condition. They were éiways tryiné to re-
. establish- the past. This lack »df understandingb
resulted in sudden and violent outbursts which were
brutally suppressed by the might of British police
and army. The coming of the Chfistian missionaries
and western education gradually léd to changes in the
tribal society which.ﬁére reflected in the ohanging
nature of the tribal social ﬁovements from the

beginng of the 20th century.

Thus the later phase of tribal ‘movements were
not the direct legatee of nineteenth century
rebellions, ideologically or organizationlly, but a

line of descent can be traced in the heroic myths
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Chapter IXTX

GROWTH OF .
ORGANISED POLITICAL
MOVEMENTS AMONG TRIBAILS



A distinct change in the nature of tribal social
movements can be 1dentified with the beginning of
twentieth century. This was'dﬁe to sevefal underlying
factors which effected significant changes in the
tribal social structure. This change was nqt a
‘dramatié break with the past but the final
culmination of a phase. The basic problemé of land
alienation, . indebtedness and exploitation, which
resulted in tribal wuprisings had not changed but
several new dimensions were added which altered ﬁhe
tribal response significantly. Missionasry influence,
spread of christanity and western education as well '
as growing pace of mining, industrial, urban and
other modern. activities and addipion of physical
infrastructure were the impdrtant exégénetic factor

which led to structural changes in the tribal world.

" CHANGING TRIBAL WORLD

K.5.5ingh identifies literacy, political
consctlousness and 1ndsustrial progress as the

principsl reasons for the change in the nature of the

Q

tribal movement.} All these factors were 1nter-

1 K. S5ingh. "From Ethnicity to Regionalism: A
St udy in Tribal Politics and Hovements in
C}ofdnagpur from 1900-1975", in S§.C. Malik
(e . Dissent, Protest apd Reform in  Todian

CiilllqﬁLLuﬂ Simla, IIAS, 1977, p.317-21.

N
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relatéd. Christanify had been aﬁ important forcé in
| promoting edubation in this aresa. They had created an
efficient and. strong infrastructure in the field of
education. Modérn formal education by .missionaries
was started in 1845. But due to the 1857 resolt, any
significant spread of education was .nof possible
‘before 1871-72. In 1881-82, the membér of tribal.
studenﬁs in Bengal (including Bih;r and Orissa) and
Assam was about 24,000. But by 1801-2 it was 30,203
in Bengal (including Bihar and Orissa) only with
litracy per thousand being 89 %or males and 4 for
females. By 1917-18, Bihar and Orissa had 58,300

tribal students including 8,000 girls. There were

thirty-six tribals with lUniversity degrees.?

In Chotanagpur region, the spread of education

ot

followed the similar pattern as can be seen.?

Year No.OF NO.OF NO.OF BOYS GIRLS
PRIMARY MIDDLE HIGH
SCHOOL SCHOOLS SCHOOLS
1871-72 16 NIL - NIL 300 4
1912_13 187 4 1 2767 2462°
1926-27 193 5] 1 4764 1483
z S. MNurullsh snd J.P. Nazaik. A_ History "~ of
Education in Tpndia, Bombay, Hacmillan, 1951,
p.74 .
] ST A Toppo, Dynamics of ~ FEducatiaonal.
Developments _ip Tribal  Todia, New Delhi,

Classical Publicstions, 1983, p:BO.'

-
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In absolute terms as well as in perentage. the
ihercése in educated ' individuals are not significant
~as it is evident that vast majority  was still
illitersate. Thé educated were a small nuple@% but
education has a multiplier effect and the
éonsequences wére far:greafér then thé actual growth

in the rate of literacy.

Following the major. Mohan's repoft in 1899,
prospecting licenses were gfanted to registered
companies as well as individuals. The ' right to mine
was salso no longer divorced froh the right to
prospect. This resulted in a spurt 1in mining and
industrial éctivities,4 Industrialization accelarated
the pace of education is'general' by geherating_ a

sense of utility of education as there was a sudden

increase 1n tribal employment in these indsutries.

All these factors led to a growth of political
consciousness among the tribals and saw a cdmplete
change in the nature, scope and operation of the

1

w

sues - before the tribal leadership. The
milliﬁarian.messaianic movements of the 19th century
that sought to tap dormant energies within the tribal
areas 1itself without relsting them to other anti;

imperialist movements, gradually gsve way to party

4 F.R. Harris, Jamsetji Nnsser Wonji Tata, Bombay,
' B.BE. Publicatins, 1958. p.133. 7
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politics led by an organised intelligentsia. "The
source of legitimacy for the new leader were not the

dream$ and"divina#tions but their education and

experience and political skill gained through
contacts with modern civilization.® The growing
specialisation and professionalism of political

leadership differenciated it with the socdial,

religious and other traditional modes of leadership.

While education, industrialization, urbanization

and other wider - development  resulted in the

expression of instutionalized form of political
consciousness, the influence of christanity and

Hinsuism over the tribai society resulted 1in various
reformative and transformative movehents.' Though,
their beginning was in religious aspects they sooﬁ
developed> into 3Socio—political movements. The
development of political organisation from “Unnati
Samaj” to "Adibasi Mhahasabha" symboiiées the process
of crystalizatidnwof the movement in on organised
form. While the growth of "Bhagat” movement shows the
changes taking place in the cultufal and religious

spheres of tribal existence

5  Shashi Shekhar Jha, Political Elite in Bihsar.
Bombay. A.P.. Pl_lbl]_catlons’ 1972, p. 106 .
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THE BHAGAT MOVEMENT

The ‘Bﬁagat' movement among _the Qraon tribe was
initiated 1in 1914. This movement was.parfly a new
variant in the tribal respbnse to pauperization in
its heavy borrowings from‘Hinduism gnd-partly the
cbntinuation of the past traditions in 1its eleQation
of the cult of leaders, the Bhagats in this case. The

first phase of this movement was purification.

A young Oraon tribesman jatra Oraon, declared in
1914 that in a dr;am ‘Dharmes’ told him to dgive up
Matia (Ghost finding and exiﬁism) and the belief in
splrits. to abijure all animal sacrifice, animal fbod
and liquor, and to givue?}lggghing their-fields which
zntailed cruelty to Cows and Oxen but failed to save
the tribe from famiﬁe and poverty, and no more to

work s collies or labourer under men of other castes

and tribes.®

A day of judgement-and the.end "of world"ﬁas
announced as well as the assureance of safety of those
who czeme  under gthe wings of of the new réligion.
Tales of wirscles and other super-natural powers
spread . Though, the most important factor for the
widespread coverage of the faith was the “combiﬁation
Tf 7 ;@fﬁpg desire for delivery from the bondage of

Fi f',_.f.f_ Roy. The 3 ig3 i 5
“alentts, The Industry Press, 1928, p.341-42.°



capricious and blood-thirsty tribal sbirits with
perhaps a still stronger desire for delivery from the
burden of what ﬁhey regarded as an Aoppressive and
inequitable 1and-systeﬁ and land laws. The assurance
that Bhakti to God will raise them from their present
defégatof? position'vto the higher socdial status of

Hindus.?

The_present religion and severai of the Gods ahd
spirits were declared as alien deities important from
Munda coutries. That was the reason behiﬁd the
failure of Gods in alleviating their social and
economic ills. The Bhagats gave a call for a return
to the original religion as in its early appellation

of "Kurukh Dharam”™ .8

Despite the purificatory ﬁatufevof the movement

in  1its early phasek the soéial and economic
undercurrent were véry much strong. Very soon, these

started dominating the religious aspect wﬁen_ its
followers stopped payment of rents fo their iandlords

-and ceased ploughing their lands. The rumours related

7 L.P. Vidyarthi and K.N. Sshay, Dynamics of

Tribal leadership ip Bihar, Allshabsad, Kitab
Mahal, 19768, p.75-76. '
5] Edward J., "Revitalisation Movements in Tribal

India” in L.P. Vidyarthi (ed.), Aspects of
Religian in  India, Meerut, K.R. Society, 1961,
. p.294-98.
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to the first world was predicting a defeat of the

British forces reached this remote tribal area.

The foilowers of Jatra or the.Tana.Bhagats wefe
drawn into the non-cooperastion movement iaunched by
the congress under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi.
Rajeﬁdra Prasad  played a very important role 1in
‘enlisting the éUpport of .Bhagatsi'in the national
freedom struggle. The fribals took an active
participation in the Ramgarh session of the congress
where ihe' tribal demanas ‘regarding the problems of
land ‘alienation) tenency and debtness were

formulated.®

Joint activity with the Gandhian national
movement did not prove parficualrly fruitfhl for the‘
tribals, largely because of the peculiarities of
their situation. Their struggle techniqués tended to
get overshadowed.in the ;differenﬁ iméeratives of the

wider movement.

The. growing ihfluence of Bhagats filled the
British administration with concernvand the reports
of folkﬁales praising the German ruler as well as
Mahatma Gandhi made them‘ suspicicus. The secret

gatherings of Bhagats was banned band.the leading

.P. Sinhs, "lmpasct of Mahatma Gandhi on the:

Tribals of Chotanagpur”® in Gandhi and Sacial
Sciences, New Delhi, 1370.
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political activists were arrested. They were charged

with disloyal agttitude and illegal activities.

According “to S.C.Roy,10 the ‘entire Bhagat
“movement attempting as itidoes to raise the status of
its members in the eyes of the:surrounding Hindu
society, is’ chagractéfised by: a large scale
incorporation into its ideology of Hindu beliefs &nd
practices . Thus, besides‘T%na-Bhagat movement, these
were other Bhagat movements in Chotanagpur have
puritanical elements like abstenance from the use of
intoxicating beveragges, meat and fish and oéposition
of worship of spirits, beliefs in a single God in the
way of Bhakti devotion in common. the Kabirpanthi
‘Bhagats, the Bachchi-dan Bhagats, Kamrup Bhagats are

some of the Bhagsat's sects.

The influence of Hinduism was very mﬁch
pronounced on the Bhagat movehent. Apart from
affiliatiop with the. non*tribal religion; it élso
helped 1in ‘associating tribal struggles with the
national freedom struggle but despite its influence
among the Oroans. it could not sustain itself.‘The
tribal society had undergone various changes while
moving towards the process of diversification in the

course of evolution of tribal leadership.

10 5.C. Roy, op. cit., p.116-18.
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GROWTH OF EDUCATED LEADERSHIP :

The rural bred ‘charisméticv éhd tradition
oriented tribal leadéréhip. which  worked for
revitalising the tribals on the Hindu model was
disturbed owing fq the Vdevelopmental- work of
missions. The Hindu influence was checked by thé
educated section as they realized the limitations“in
the socdiél mobility-for the tribai groups. Aé?l from
the ruling clans, the‘maSSes.ﬁere incoréorated at the
lowest rug of thé SOCialv hierarchy: On the other
hand, the spread of chfistian inflﬁence wéaponed the
hold of tradtional institutions. The administrative
powers .of the tfaditional elite has .already Béen
eroded by tﬁe expansion of . modern. Alegal
administrative :structgre. Becasue of these factors
amoﬁg 5the Munda _énd to lesser degree -among the’
Sanﬁhals, the ieadérship started passiﬁg_into Vthenb
hands of the Western educated, urgan bred christain
tribais. | |

"As a result of growth of education, lagd:
reforms and welfa§re measures for-the weaker sections
of the populatibn, the >power structure in the tribal
society has undergone as change and.a_-new elite has
emerged among them. .Since the beginningb.of the

present century there has been a conscious effort on
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the part of the educated Mundavelite to build up-
solidarity“.ll The  first step in this direction was
thé setting up of  the christian .studentfs
6rganisati0n by J.Barthplomen, a ‘orphon who was
brought up with ﬁhe 'Ang;ican » missionafiés of
chaibasa. He attended» the studeni’s confereﬁce in
Dacca and later set Qp the Hazaribagh brach of Dacca
student's conference in 1912.'Thié was specially
formed to raise funds for the education of poor
Christian -students. The Chotanagpur charitable
‘Associastion - was élso organised to 'provide

scholarships for both christians and non—christaihs!

These deVelopmeﬁts also éighalled the expression
of the 'institutioﬁalized ifo¥m of politiéal‘
consciousneséAas somewhat feeble voices were raiséd
for pan;adiVasis uﬁity, overridingu differences
bétweén fribals and other backward communities and
between chriéiian and;non—chfistian tribals. In 1820,
for rthe 4 firsé time, a formal
organisation,"Chotanagpur - Unnati Samaj" was
established with the support of all th major tribes,
especially Munda and Oraon. Itsr aim was to uplift
Chotanagpur fromv its present - backward state and to

improve the social, political and economic conditions

11 Sachchidananda; Thﬁ__ﬂhangingwﬂundﬁ,‘ New Delhi,
Concept Publications, 1879, 'p.240. '

B84



of the_tribals. This organisation started hovement
for reservation in Jjobs and 1eglslatures and for a
sub-state for the trlbals 301ned mppv Bengal or

Orissa.12

This hovement was léd by thé newly emerging
tribai:urbanv midd;e class including teachers. Their
approach was mostly constitutiong} and though they
did not achieve much success in their “effort, they
were sucessful in the experimentiof'iﬁstitutioﬁalized
politics. when the Simon _Commiésion and  the Cripps
Mission iviSited India, a-deleéatiOn of Chotanagpur.
‘Unnati Samaj met them to place their grievances, and
suEsequently to ask for a separate state for the
tribals. However, the urbaniéed leaderhip of the.
movement failed to take it  to. tﬁe villages. The
agrarian issues v;eré also énot being raised
forcefully. These factors led to emergence of .a
pafallel organisation called "Kisan Sabha” . This was
a splinter grodp 6f the originél- organisétion. The
catholics who till now were aloof from these
developments,- formed an organisation of their ’éwn
known as “Chotanagpur catholic -Sabha” under the

inspiration of Archbishop of Chotanagpur.

12 K.L. Sharma, "Jharkhand Movement in Bihar",

Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 11, No.1 and
2, January 1976, p.38-42. .
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In the parliamentary eieqtions of 1937; all the
three organisations put up candidates bqt the winnérs
were from the catholic Sabha. These.representatives
beiné a candidate of Romaﬂ Catholic Mission were
naturally distrustful of the; chgress' and“‘other
parties fighting for Swaraj.ﬂlnithe parliament, the
tribal representtives listenea‘ to thé ‘speech of
- Jinnah and other MHuslim >League members who talked ofv 
a8 sepasrate nation based on a seﬁarate identity.
These experieqces pr?ved to 1be'ithe furning point

after which lthe tribal leadership tried to bring all

the tribals under one organisation.

The tribal leaders of Various organisations
ofganised a series of meetings and decided to forh”a
permanent and strpng alliance of a11 tribal gfoup to
fight the “Dikus" and work fo#':the socigl, economic
and political: status of Adivasis and wultimately to
win a separate state. This organistion was calledjthe

"Adivasi. Maha Sabha™ .13

Along with these political de&elbpments,_there
were signs of revivalism in:yarioué are as. The PARHA
panchayat-system was sought fé be revived. Parha is
the union of a number of villagaées'of the some clan

locéted around the village of orig:'\.n,l'4 The Parha

13 K. Suresh S5ingh, op. cit., p.318-20.
Sachchidananda, 1979, op. cit., p. 196.
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Panchayat 1is the_courtl of appeal from décisiohs of
the ‘village panchayast with the coming of néw
admini;trastidn and lapdlords, sigﬁificance bf'ParHa
panchayat was. undefﬁined. But the efforts tb revivé‘
it was :taken by the ieducated leaders but théy also
‘weekfully modified it to hit the cement socio-
political situation. Various Parha Sabhas were
brqught under an umbrells .organisé%ion.-lt was_based
on fhe elective érinciple. The new parha’s. functions
of socio-economic develcpment and oreatihg a‘fellow
feeling with the neighbours are political rather than
fudicial in nature. The educated leaders tried to
noﬁonly create a consciousness for tribal culfﬁre and
‘etﬁhic identity but also-@gg promote the co-existence
and'interplaf of the_ traditional,and modéfn.values
énd norms in the context of pafhé;' | |

Thus, the revivalistic movements in this phase
not only expressed the culture consciousnéss of the
.édubated tribal but also were a remindéf‘of. the
dilemma faced by the elite in adjusting to the

variops changes taking place in the tribal world.

"FROM ETHNICITY TO REGIONALISM

In the political field, the electoral victories

registered by the congress in the elections held
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- under the Government of India Act of 1835 had already
resulted in the'mergér of various_tribalA groups_ih
“Adivasi‘Hahasabha".but thev_lack of unity and factor
fighting wefe' prominant ip the absence of a strong
ieadership. This vaccum was filled by the comingzof
Mr. Jaipgl Singh, a charismatic personality who
combined both the local and cosmopolitical attitudes
in_himself. -

‘JéipalASingh was bron in a Pahan Family in Takra
fVillage Aiﬁ Ranchi. He was educated at Oxford and
~excelled in sports: He céptained the. Indian Hockey
‘team which won the world ghambionship’,at the 8th
Oljmpiad at Amsterdam. He held- various high post
 inc1uding that of ministership in thé state of
_Bikaner. The story of his remarkable‘caregr haé speed
fall over Chotanagpur. To the educétéd tribél He
symbolised their aspirétions ana' for the ﬁribal

- masses he was the reincarnation of Birsa.

In 1938, the leaders of Adivasi Mahsabha invited
him to chair the annual meeting of the Sabha. In his
presidential address, Jaipal’ Singh paid a-'glowing
tribute to the past glorieé ,.of the Adivasi
aristocracy at Chotanagpur and offered his own
services to his people. Frdmrthen onwards) he became

a regular member of the sabha and later on was made
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its chariman. Soon, he ﬁas,able to consolidate the
educated munda under his able leadership, who
acceéted his as "Morung Gpmke" or the supereme

leader. 15

Under the leadership of Jaipal éingh, Adivasi
Mahasabha became a political dtgainiéétion; Itlfried‘
to co-operate with the congress pérty and in return
asked representations in congress leadership - at
provincial level. Upon the refusalﬁof the conéress
party, it become openly hostile to it. At ‘this stage,
the politics  of ﬁahasabha under Jaipal Singh’s-
leadership was stfeaked with loyalism, in magrked
contrast to the miiitant postures of the congress.
The British war effort was thodght.to be deserving of

sugppport by the articulate cadres of the Mahasabha. 18

The rivélry with the congress and the emergence

of non-tribal political organisation forced .the

tribal 1eadefsvto open the ‘gates of _Héhasabha for -

non-tribals-as well. fﬁe census of 1931 had aiready
shown the majority of non—pribals in the region'two
other factoré which helped iﬁ broadbasing the. .
membershi§ of Mahasabha were  the Muslim League and

theABihari—Bengali Conflict.

15 R.D. Munda, “Jharkhand Movement - Retrospect and

Prospect”, Social Change, 18(2), June 1988,
p.31-32. : N )
16 K. Suresh Singh, op. cit., p.320-21.
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Hgslim Leaguer activists of the East Bengal.
region asserted the Mahasabha. activitéé in line wiﬁﬁ
their strategy of creratiqg a'porridor to link the
two- wings of nascent-Pakistan running thdugh the
tribalibelt in central India.>Aléo, the‘Bengaiis of
this region merged their interests with 'that of the
Mahasabha 1in the hope that the best way of
 safeguarding themselves was to ;ﬁpport pan-tribal
bodies demanding a separate ifibal state..The demand
for Jharkhand had its genesis in the Adivasi
Mahasabhs, thbugh as an organisation it . was

established by Justin Richards in 1948.

As we note the changes in the néture of-tribal
movements during this bhase "(1900-1947), several
chasractersistic feathrés"emerge. The gfohth of
tribal' movsement -was  somewhat different in 1its
orientation from the national freedom struggle. Tﬁe
‘Bhagat’imovement. influenced by Hinduism was nearer
to tﬁe freedom :Struggletaﬁd incOrporatéd_ severai
elements of Ganhdian ' political methods. But the

.éhristian dominated ‘Adivasi' Mahésabha prsqed a

loyalist attitude to British authority.

A significant'development was the effofts for
pan-tribal unity; The educated tribals who studied in

schools and colleges got an oppurtunity of
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interacting with students of other tribe.vAlso. they
were aware of the need for pan-tribal unity for the
éuccess_of any movement. The. traditional leadership
was structurally bound with a spefific tribe and only
éharimatic leaders, that only_ to a certéin exﬁent,
were ablé»fo have multi-tribal following. The new
zleadershiéi derived his legitimacy not from hdis
ritual position but frm his status as an educated and
ékillful politicm&.negotiafion and such was ablé to'

cut across the inter-tribal boundariés.

The movement itself becomé.: Qrganiséd. The
earlier .sudden-and spordic nature pf the struggle
gave way to move organised movements .which had
contiﬁuity. The main reasoﬁ“fOr this continuity was
that the 'ﬁovement was  not Qentred - around sdme
spefific issues but waS';_vresponsé to the overall
tfibal rsituation.. The> agrariaﬁ- 'issues, tﬁe
moneylendérs problems - and ‘the question of Job
oppo%tunities’for-fﬁe tribals[all theée were diréctly
or indirectly liﬁked with the visible domiﬁancé-of
the outsiders and the deniasl of the trib%?'s shasre
in the bogkifql'ﬁatural resources 'Qf~the.the region;
The issue of tribal ethnicity and identity as well és
growing perception of “threats to it also' formed a

dimension of movements.
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CONCLUSION :

- Thus, education{ political consciousness and
industrial progress were:- mainly instrﬁmental‘ in
transforming the nasture of tribal movementslwith the
beginﬁihg of twentieth century. The shift _frbm
“etﬁnicity to regionalism” which- begén in this phase
waé' a manifesfation ‘6f these forces at work. The
tribal ieﬁdefsﬁip had derived their conclusions from
1931‘Censu$ reports. They also reaslised the role of
pan-tribal unityos well as unity between tribals and
nonjtriball inhabitants of the region. Their vision
was not of the "Diku"'free homeiana of the ‘goiden'
past but the just and honourable role fér.fhe tribals
in theerhotanégpur of tbmérrbw.‘l£ was this vision
which resulted in the changes in the changes in - the
nature of tribal movements wi£h:the beginning of 20th

century.
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Chaptexr 1V

INDEPENDENCE |
AND TRIBAL POLITICS



With the coming of Independence in 1947 there
was a radical alteration of the polifigal strﬁcture
of the country and tfibal movements were also
fundaméntaly affeqted. The vaitish period has
resulted in = growing state of frustation among the
tribal comhpnitiés; A Hisiory‘ of rebellions and
violent uprisings was finally tran;formed into more
organised political movements. The course éf'freedom
struégle had alsd strengthened the roots of organised

and continuous political movements.

Prior to Independence;‘ the bonds between the
tribal and the non-ribal groups were tenuous and
fragileu They. operated .within a loosely structured
but  common framework and an ‘uneasy oo—éxisfence
brevailed. Thé growing passageA of time had“ﬁade sohe
non-tribal groups also = members of £he: tribal
ecosystem. The changing concept of the word "Diku" as
used by tribéls explaiﬁs their changing perception of

the'identity of the exploiter outsider.?

The' attitude of British rulers towards tribes

was patermalistic and protective; The policy of

helped the vtribés.to pursue their distinctive life

1 - S.C. Sinha, Jyoti Sen and Sudhir Panchbhai, "The
Concept of Diku: among Tribes of Chotanagpur”,
‘Man in India, April-June 1968.
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Ways. Culture chaznée did occur but only.héltingly.
Uhsupported by dynamic and pﬁrposeful_sdéial éction.
this poiicy reéglted rvin perpetuation of
primitiveness. Their insu1a£ion from the main

currents of India ‘life heiped ‘the tribals in
preserving their. traditons but at the same time it
also hindered their access  to néw oppurtunties Whicﬁ
could help them to participate'in ;>wider society.and
to meet some of tﬁe‘challenggsAof the éontemporary

world.

4 B
: 1

Indedpenden§e~ led to the establéﬁhment of a
system of parliameﬁta;y demobracy baéed on universal
adult franchise. ‘The aims, objectivges and other
fundamental principles Aof governénce were énShriﬁed
in the ‘constitution §f india. The framers of Indian
constiﬁution trieﬁ-to incorporate every aépect. ofz'
Indian pblity and society. The special status of the
tribals was recoghiséd and seryeral safeguards_ﬁere
placed to ehsuregthé  safety of ‘tribal world. Several
specific measures such as positive discfimination in
. services and educatioh. reservation of seats in
parliament and state assemblies and special laws
regarding the tfibalvareas enacted to v$ecure their
survival and development. Independence catapulted
tribes from their relative isolation into the vortex

of change in every aspect of their existence.
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TheSevchanges had aiready started affecting_the
tribal society'prio: to independence. The ‘fréedom
struggle And emergénce of an educated“leadéréhip haq.n
led to institutionalizatioh of political process. The 
change in thé poliﬁical structure .of thé country also
affeéted the  tribal movements in" the forﬁ of
domainance of the political element 1in them. "The
| politicization of the tribal scene is  a natural and
logical culmination of .the democréﬁic process. Now
' thg entire gamut of tribal'problemszhas to be seen 1in
the political perspeétive. Politics has emerged'as~
the principal avenﬁe through which they look forward .
to finding solutionsvto their many prob1ems that have

persisted through centuries”" .2

JHARKHAND :=HOVEHENT AND PARTY

Thé shift.ffom ethnicity to regionalism was now
more Visible bﬁk the duality of the process remained.
In 1950, the Adivasi Mahasabha‘ﬁas wound up and its
placae was taken over by Jharkhand. Party. The doors
of the party'were open for ‘tribals as well as non-
tribals of‘the region. The major Qemand’of.the party
was a'éepa%ate state of Jharkharid. Thoudh the genesis

of this demand laid in the tribal problems which were

2 5.C. Dube, Inangural Address at the Seminar on
the Trihal Sitnation in India. Simla IIAS., 1969.
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supposed to be caused by the coming of outsiders in

the region.

_.:“'In‘this phase. the doﬁinanqe of the christiaﬂ
triba1>1eaders on the party was absolute. Tﬁe supreme
1eadérShip was in the hands of Jaipal Singh. The top
twentf—two leaders consisted of‘-Seventeen christian

and only five non-christian tribals. In the elections

‘of 1952, the pagrty fought on the "Cock” symbol and

had spectacular vicfory;~in tribal  ‘areas. But, the

non-tribals werevnot so: actively'associated with the

party. The- party continued to agitate “for the
Jharkhand state and they got their oppurtunity when

the State re-organisation commission was formed. The.

pa:ty submitted a memotandom signed by thirty four

legislatofsy' ﬁémanding ' a Jharkhand state. The

menorandum stated that “the Chotanagpur and .the

-Saﬁbal parganas with the adjacent territoﬁﬁs of

Bengal, Orissa and Centéitprovince;form a compact and
homogeneus block distinctly seperated from Bihar by

physical, historical and natural features”. Also,

,“the‘people of Jharkhand have a very. Strong desire

for a clearerg expression of their = local

individuality" .3

3 Memorandums Presented to State Reorganisation
Commission by Jharkhand Party MLAs quoted in
A.P. Sharma. Jharkhand Maovement: A Critigne
Social Change. Vol.18(2), June 1988, p.73.
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Large scale demonstrationé were o:ggnised.ﬁhen
twé.members of éfate Re—Qrganisation Commission. Shri
K.H. Panikkar and Shri H.N.Kunzru visited Ranchi andv
Dumka. Thei commission. however, in 'its repoft
rejected their demand fof a seperate state. This
defeaf demoralised the party activists. The
leadership quality and the motives_ of several top’
leaders  become suspeét in the éyes, of ﬁ#ibals.
Meanwhile. the developmental and‘ helfafe activities
of the government were havingvimpact on the tribal
society. On the other _h%@. .Jhéfkhand leaders had
become "self-complacent and were‘losihg their closé
contact with the masses which fqrmerly they used to
have frequently".4 There was a general over,,all:
decline of ﬁhe activities of thg'Jhérkhand party and
by the end bf 1961;¥théfe were étrOng moves in both
the sides. coﬁgress as well as Jharkhand. to come
closer in one .way or another. finally. in 1963.'the

congress jharkhand merger took piace.A

The decision to merge on the part of Jharkhand
party was taken by Japipal Singh. There was no
discussion in party forum nor a single public meéting

held.to assess the Adiggis public opinion about the -

merger.

4 R.D. Munda. "Jharkhand Movement - Retrospect and
Prospect”. Soacial Change, 18(2)s June 1988,
p.31-32.
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The sﬁpp&&ers of the merger hailed ﬁhis-step as
an attempt to curtail the influence of missionaries.
They claimed that ﬁhis was not only an. effort to
di&orce politics from religion but also anfattempt.to
integrate the wﬁ?e .tribal Jcomggty with the wider
framework. But, the ordinary tribal was not abie to’
see these facts. They could not Qnderstand that the
partyrﬁhiCh waﬁ_the 'main target of attack fﬁr the
last ' twenty years. has suddenly beéame: their owﬂ
party. Thé offef omeinistership to Jaipal Singh also
strengthened . the suspiciqﬁ 'thﬁt the‘ileadership has

betrayed their trust.

.The eclipse of "Morange Gomke" aftef the merger
of Jharkhand ‘party with the'congréss ushered iﬁ an
“era of confusion in the politics df éhotanaépur._Thé
old members of Jh&rkand par£y cou1d not regroup as a
monolithic organisation. Meanwhile Jharkhand party
continued to function as a. faction withinl the
cOngréSS party. The general electibn of 1987 résuitéd
in the defeat of congrgss and the 67;72 period’was of
politicaliinstability in Bihar. Théré was no unified‘
politicél expression of tribal ethnic groups during
this period. Vi%@uous and fresh'attempf were made BY
many of the o0ld and neﬁ >1eaders to revive the
Jharkhand party in their own ways to get the popular

support of the Jharkhandis‘on the one. hand. and the
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recognition by.the--governmeﬁt as well as election
’commission on the other. Organisétioﬁs such as Birsa
Séva Dal, Veer Birsa Dalk'KrantiKari Mukti Morcha,
Adivsasi Chhatra Parishad appeared;on the scens. All
these organisations were dominated by the christian
tribals -and supported by missionasry organisations.5
Tﬁe'split of shristian-and‘non?christian tribals
qidened with. ihe eﬁergence of Kartick. Oraon, é non-
'christian"tribal who was an engineer with western
training. He demanded ' the stopﬁage of special
| briv%leges under the constitution to .the christian
tribals keeping in new theAproéfess made rby them in
educational and occupational field. Thus, thé ethnic.:
religious, ”factiohal and 'Aparti wisé divisions
weakened the tribal unlty The dea?th of Jaipal Singh
71n 1970, v1rtua11y put a seal on an era characterlsed
by a strong. united and organlsed _trlbal political

movement . 8

RISE OF HILITANCY AND REVIVALISM

The political vaccum wWas fillsd by the emergence

of Birsa Seva Dal,v The agrarién issues which  had

5 K.L. Sharma, Jharkhand Movement in . Bihar",
‘Econamic and Political Weekly, Vol 11, No.1 and
2. January 1978, p.41-44. o o

5] L.P. Vidyarthi and K.N. Sahay, Dynamics of
Tribal leadership in Bihar, Allahabad, -Kitab
Mahal, 1978, p.136. ‘ ' :
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faded into the background during the fise aﬁd fall of
Jharkhand party were again h;ghlighted. Though. their
dfficial-aim was . “to unite the Adivasi iﬁ.a well knit
and‘socially cénsiciohs organistion in §rder td ﬁbrk
fof their moral, mental and econbmic upliftment.? The
leadership ﬁas in the hands of students and young men

who were fed up of the fiasco of jharkhand pary. .

Birsa Seva Dal took .a hilitan§ posture and
several violent clashes between tribgls>non—tribals
took vplace. They took out  proceséions cafrying
traditional weapons and took strOné anti-Diku
positions. |

Meanwhile. another militant agrarian movement
ander the leadership of Shibu Sqren'spread arouna
Dhanbad. Severalfinstanées'iof forcible cutting of
crops. attacks on .moneylénég' and éétion against
corrupt officiasls were taken. by 1arge mobs of
tribals. These: militant"postures ;attracted féhe
ma§§iét trade -unionileader A.K. Roy of 'Dhanbad wﬁé
with the support of Bimod Biharih Mahto, a Kurmi
leader of the. éréé.. tried to - unitexthe égrarian~

industrial workers of the area.®B The unity of tribal,

ibid., p.131.

R.N. Maharai and K.G. Iyer, “Agrarian Movement
in Dhanbad” in N. Sengupta (ed.). Jharkhand.
Faonrth World Dynamics, Delhi. Author’s Guild
Publication, 1980, p.171-72. -

®
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non-tribal insustrial workers unity gave rise to

jharkhand Mukti Morchga in 1973,

The tribdl .movemeﬁt under the leadership of
Jharkhand Mukti MOrchﬁ (IHM) fo secure lost lands,
rep&diaté'debts and oppose Diku exploitation reachgd'
its climax in 1975. Apart from- mass mobilisafions for
militant struglés, JHM>'sought' to rejuvénate the

decadent .Village- economy. The traditional ‘social
institutions were adopted to perform new functions in
'keéping with’ the needs of the time. "Akil Akharas"”
started to provide edu&iion .tolworking >boys and
.girls. A beginning was made iﬁ the direction of co-
operative farming. ﬁovements ‘were also ‘laﬁnched ﬁo*
‘check alcohalism and practise of lavish expenditureé

at times of msrriage.®

Another related developmenf‘was the diséovery of
- lost “scripts";said to vha?e beén used by the tribals
at some point in their gloriousu'past. The tribal
languagés:can be grouped int§ three braéhes; Sadani.
mundari and kudukh. The non—tribal_population of'fhis
area uses Sadani. a laguage whose structure is very
miach similar to Hindi but it has many words of other

tribal languages. The Santhals) Munda, Ho and Kharia

9 ibid.. p.183.
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speak the Mundari language while Kudukh is the

language of Oraon.

Tribals had~ a rich oral “tradition and - the
misSibnaries in order to facilate understanding and
communication, undertook a 1ot. of translation and
publication of tribal folktales. Several dictionaries
fof the tribal language were also brought out. The
script for the tribal language was either .Roman or

Devnagri.

Tﬁe educated tribal leaders tfieﬁ to build up a
siﬁgle tribal link—language to foster pan4triba1>
unity. The. most important efforf in this direction
wés.the ”discbverey" of tribal scripts. This not only
chécked‘the 'intfusion of hindi or english but also
illustrated the earlier civilized étgtg‘.of the -
population. This taskg was very difficulff-and could l
not be §uccéssfu11y performed as the various fribal
grqups ﬁefe npt prepéred to accepﬁ'_anqther g:oup's
'1anéuage aé their 6wn. Also, somé.sections of the
educated  triballleadership felt that tribal youths
will be at disadvantage 1in compéting for jobs_ond:
higher ‘educations if they did not étag:t early in

learning Hindi or_English.

Inspite of the commendable success of Jharkhand

Mukti Morcha in fighting exploiters, dynamizing rural
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economy.  and fostering social and cultural
regeneration. the morcha failed to keep‘an united
front. The politicisation of its top leadership and
the decleration of emergency..led to its gradual
decline. Though, ifs impo:tance:es an alliance of
dominant tribal group (Santhels)_and dominant non-.

tribal groups (Rurmi) remained politically.

After the victory  of Janata Party in 1977 at
centre and state level, the demand for Jharkhand
gathered fevered momentum.on 15th saugust. 1978, a
ndmber of tribal factions and ofher-political parties
launched a combined movement for the attainment of
this aim. Jharkhand Mukﬁi Morcha‘led by Sibu Soren
'emerged as >the'leader of this movement..All the .
political parties including Cehgfess suppeﬁted the
demand but the than prime minisfer Hora;ji‘ desai
turned down the demand for a:separate state. In the
meanyhile; there were mid-term elections in 1980 and
Jharkhandrﬂukfi'ﬁorcﬁa suppdrted the'eongress. Thus.
once egain the Jharkhand movement lost ite direction
and the Morcha entered into ‘an. alliance with

Congdress .

KOLHAN AND VANANCHAL
The breakdown of the pelitical struggle for

Jharkhand ‘led to another militant movement called
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Kolhan movement.20 In. the beginning it was the
movement of the Ho tribe but it soon spréad in all of
Chotanagput. There»demand was for the restoration of
the age old "Manki-Munda” 5ystem~ of administration.
Soon the movement turned violent and several non-
tribal wre  killed by Kolhan Raksha Sangh". A

delegétion ofd Koiﬁan supportérs gave a memorandum tol
écomﬁonwealth and united nations 1in which they
demanded an 'indépendént -Kélhan State. As. a
pacificatory measure; Government revived the "Hanki-
Munda". system in 1981. They were given limited
_admbistrative and judicial poweré. These meéures
along withl strong law and order measures.led to a
gradhai deéline*df the movement.

‘The vbegihniné of the 80s also saw a new
political phenomenan, Uptill now 'the demaﬁatfor a
seperéte Jharkhand ététe wéS'made from the'blatform
of a regional_party. Nov. thé Bhartiya Janata Party,
a ngtional. party witﬁ with Hindu; fundahentalist
'leaninég. entered this region and gavethe call for
“Vananchal® .11 The_demand is ver&Amuch similar to the
demand for Jharkahand though‘. £he_ concept of

"vananchal” still remains  somewhat vague. Th#is

10 P.S. Kumar. "Kolhan: State of Nation" The Indian
Nation, 17 August 1981. '

11 N. Prasad. "Vananchal - Adivasi Andolan Ka Naya
Aayam” (in Hindi), Aryavrat, 23 January 1983.
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~ helped in strengtheing the position of Bhartiya )
Janata Party and its subsidiary organistions'in.this

region.

STUDENTS AND INTELLIGENTSIA :

The erosion of the influencé of Jharkhand_Mukti
Morcha. (JMM) and a general loss of é;edibility of the
‘established. tribal leadership bréught 'é Anéw
generation of students and tribal ;iﬁtelligentsia at
the forefront of Jharkhand ‘movéhentl-_Thié trend
crystalized in the establishement of  All Jharkhand
Students’'s Union (AJSU) a brainchild Vof Ram Dayal
H%da, the then vice-chancellor of Raﬁchi Universityw
to espéuse the  céuse of a seperate; Jhérkhand. The
youthful AJSU 1aﬁnched dhg-agitation;for: the cause.
Soon many oﬁher tribal ofganisations. including some
extremist outfits, joined:the stir and(the Jharkhand
co-ordination Comﬁiitee'(JCC) was bpéni Thé JCC-ga§e
a violent tufn to the agit%}on which continued'fﬁr
‘more than a year or so. complete eéonomic blockade
was enforced, dufihg:which the movsement of hinerais
was almost stopped. Rail ¢tracks were uprooted and

rail and road traffic were brought to a grinding
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“halt.Some persons were also killed in the agtitaion

e ..
and resultant pol;p firings.12

~ Now the Jharkhand; Mukti Morcha (JMM) also
décided 'to Jjoin the agitaion. At this stage the
"central governmenﬁ realised fhe gravity ,of the
" situation .and after hectic rounds iof parleys and
behind-the-scene manoeuvrings brought the agitating
leadérs to >the conference table and a ~committee on
Jharkhand affairs (CJA) was constituted with the
'rqprésenpatiyes drawn from the K union and stase
‘governments and the aéitaiqhists. The CJA toured the
tfibal areas _pf thei\four states ana .recorded
statements of fﬁe four .ofganisations aﬁd people of
all shades of opinion. 'The_CjA disbﬁssédidifferent
options and finally suggested autonomy for the tribal
region cbmprising 13'distYActs_ofSénthél parganas and

Chotanagpur in Bihar.

Then came the 1989 general elecﬂions which the
jhafkahand parties _foﬁght on "therb1a£f§rm of Anti-
Congressism( and tribal;s  aspiration for_ a seperate
home  state. The frémoyal of _Congréss govérnment at
centre and alsd_ at the state in the subsequent
assembly electiqns again raiéed the‘hopeé of an eariy

settlement of Jﬁarkhand Problems.

12 Newspaper Reports Méntiohed 48 Encounters
Between Agitationists and Police’ ‘
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'OnceAagain. there emerged deeé cleavages in the
tribai'leade;ship. The all Jharkhand students’s union
(AJSU) walked.dht of' ail discussioﬁ and declaréq the
' propoéed settlement which was based on the patternvof
Gorkha Hill COuncil in West  Bengal, | as
insatisfactory.‘The Jhafkhand Hukti Morcha (IMM) was
too closely identified with the gpate government to
carry out a sétisfadtory-settlement. The Jharkhand

. co-ordination Committee (JCC) went_into hibernation.

The-faiﬁre of the politiqalvpérties has again
led to6 a growth of miliﬁancy ~in the Jharkhand
movement. The AJSU;iS‘ agaiﬁ planning to'vrevive the
economic blockade. Aﬁother, deyélopment uiS' the
emergence of once outlawed "Kolhan Rakéha Sangh" .

Their cadre have staged some'violent demonstrations.

The entry of Naxdiite movemeﬁt with their slogén
of "ﬁalkhand".hasvfﬁrthe? complicated thé iééues. The
violent ecounters of “Lalkhand Arm&f' a naxalité
organisation and thé-?sunlight é;my, a farmers aﬁd
landlord’s organiéation has led - to many killings and

a grave law and order situations.

GENESIS AND DEVELOPMENTS :

Thus. the period 11847-1990 saw a cyclical

movement of the Jharkhand agitaion whefe a phase éf
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political Vunity endd etruggie was | folldwed by
political disunity and deeline. The _veecump was
v_filled by vielent strdggles bf militant organi%ﬁions
" which failed to sustain themseives;

As this Brief deseription of Jharkhand movement
during 1947-13980 ‘shoﬁs. there has been sereral
changes in the nature of the movement.»an'analysis of
the characteristics of tribal-moﬁement in'ihis phese,
along with other structural changes taking plece in
the tribal._ sociefy'_ will provide: a lcasual

"understanding ofhphe-ﬁhole_gpenomend.

An important cheracterstic of tribal movement in -
this phase was the relationship between Jharkhand
movement and Jharkhand.parties.'dThis relationship
'dvaried d“ﬁetween. alﬁ .the four basic types of
relatiodehip betweehd a movement and a party as
postulated by'R.Heberle713 The Jharkhand party prior
to its merger with congress served as the mouthpiece
of the morement. After the f1531on of the Jharkhand
party into seven parfggs in late, sixties, the
- movement was represented by all the partegs. In ﬁhe
latest phase of trlbal agltatlon. the erganisers of

the movement tried not to be identified . wWith any_of

13 Rudolf Heberle. SnQi&LJﬂhummxu;_JuLlnlxndunLian
Ln_EnllL;cal_Snnlnlngx New York, 1951, p.280.
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the political parties as their motives was suspected

by them.

The exogenetic factors which influecned the .

tribal soceity were

a) The change 1in the political .set_ udp of thé
country after indepepdence; ‘The representative
demdncraﬁﬂc; set up with universal adult
franchise affected the nature. .of .tribal

movements in Bihar.

b) The massive. industrialization process which
started after  independence also brought many
social. economic, cultural and ecological

changes in_thé_tribal world. -

c) The welfare measures of the government aﬁd the
‘introductjoﬁ- of Block devélopmentn project
brought sémé. long term changes. These measufes'
produced mixed results and this led to{further

complexities in the situation?

The problems of land grab and exploitation, by
the outsiders ,héd been the main feasohs for various
tribal revolts - 1in the 19the century. . After

_independence., several new problems added to the
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tribal mii%y; According to Dr. Mhndaf~the four basic

issueé behind Jharkhand moveménﬁ are :14
1. land and forest aliehation

2. cultural spbmergence- |

3. \Unbalanced development

4, job deprivation due to influx of outsiders.

Earlier, individualsv were instrumental in land
grab but after independence, govefnmeﬁt projects for
hydroelectricity andfifrigation dams, several public
sector industfies in - .Iron. Heavy induétsrieé and
_nation%&}zation of mines made it>the largest user of
the tribal lénd. Hunderéds of tribal villages were
displaced and their géricultrual.land taken over. The
COmpensatiQn paid was;inadequate and was in the form
of vcashfwﬂich was éQOn used up. All these tribal

families become landless, jobless and even homeless.

~ The new forest laws regarding the usé of major
aﬁd minor forest proaﬁqes valso'deprived tribals of
them alternative livlihood. Though the state measures
- were concerned to check deforestation and help £he
fribals but vested interests with the help of
'bureaucrétic red tape and legal 1oopeholes_managed to

turn them to their advnatage.

14 R.D. Munda, 1988, op. cit. p.8—9,'
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The issue éf cultural éubméfgence was’made‘even
more acute by the actual reduction of tribals 1in a
minority status in.host of the districts. According
to 1981 census, the overall pef cenfage.opropulatién
of tribgis in Cﬁotanaépur area wWas 25.7%.- In

different districts it was :15

Ranchi - 56.4% Giridih - 12.9%
Singbhum -  44.8% Dhanbad - 9.1%
Palama -  18.3% Hazairbagh - 3.0%

The problems of unbalanced developméntv and jbb
deprivation due ‘to influx of outsiders are twormoét:
imbortént iésueévfor the educated tribals. Despite
govefhmént effort for welfagré-and construction of
infﬁ?tructrﬁal facilities, tribals*lack evén,'bséié
necessities of ;IierrlikéAX Q;fer. The number of
schoolé. hospitals ' are sfill>inadequate and many bﬁ'
them exist only 1in government files. The rail and

road network is still incomplete.

Corbridgel® in his study  has ‘analysed the

consequences of industrialization and development 1in

15 Census of India, 1981, Series 1, Parf (2).
16 Stuart Corbridge. “Industriaslization, Internal
Colonialism and Ethno-Regionalasim: The
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Vthis area. He notes the inadeéuate deQelopmenf and
governmenf expendiﬁure in compérison to the revenue
and also the low level of tribal employment in the
‘industries and mines of fhé'area. Though he considefs
the y"internél colonialiém" _;nalysis .ofv David
Rutheremund- as inadeqﬁate, he sees a relationship
between the ethno-regionalism iﬁ the regiqn and the

lop-sided development as well as exclusion of tfibals

from jobs.

Thus., the post Independence phase witnessedzthe
emergeﬁce of several-new- problems. Some ﬁf them like
job oppurtunities were very important for \the
- educated young géneration. This coupled ,with _the

growth of education in the region led to the growing

inVoivemeht in the regioh led to7 ‘the vgrdwing
involvement 0of students in the f hovements i for
Jharkhand.

'If the data for the-spread-of education betﬁeen‘.
1928 aﬁd 1980 are coﬁpared then the ﬁaséive gfowth
'canvbe easily seen. Though the rate‘of litracy for
tribals in this region was-iny 1é.99%. there were
vast differences between‘ male;female> 1itfac? and

rural-urban rate of litracy.17

Jharkhand”, Journal of Histarical Geography,
13(3), July 1987, p.249-66.

17 Census of Indiz, 1981, Series 1, Part 2, Primary
Census Abstracts (ST), p.19, 39, 51.
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s s e s A eSS

1980-81 TOTAL ~ MALE FEMALE
~ 16.99 26.17 7.75

RURAL/URBAN RURAL/URBAN

24.63/48.30 6.48/27.88

But if we look at the absolute’nhmbers then the
change lﬁecomes apparent.18 The total number of
literate smong tribals of:“Bihar‘ in 1980-81 was
9,87,397.° In this the total number of males. was

7.82,973 and that of females was 2;24,424..

This spread of education has several important
~effect on tribal society in general and the nature of
tJharkhand-mOvement in particular education.ﬁtéggther
with several other exogengtic factors. created new
opportunities and aspirations in tribal ecohomy and
‘society. kf, also led :to the growth of seferalrnew

complexities in the existing situation.

The most fundamental effect was to_raise the
aspirations of the tribal vouths. The subsistence
economy of the tribal society was nolonger able to

hold 1its new members. There was also a growth in

18 ibid., p.55., 59).
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opportunity for 'eduéated .tribais with :apidly
incrreasing industrialization and urbanisation. They
élso begome more aware of their. disadvantages. some
of whi§h  were caused by theinfiux of 'éoptsideré..A
study cohducted in the afeas reported that education,
aspirations, devotion of : industrisl  and urban
exposure were positively corelated with social and
' pbliﬁiéal discoﬁtent'in'tribal as well as non-tribal

workers .18

The growth of éducatisn ‘also 1led tb thé
diSplacehent of christian tribﬁl dominance over the
tribal politics in . the reéion. >Earlier, modern
education was mostly p@rovided by the missionaries %&
the establishme;i?mgzgzﬁzs not only led to a greater
sﬁ?ed. b&i%'educatiﬁn"buti,arso removed to certain
extent, the disad%én£éges foced by the non-christian
tribals. The non-christian leaders also struggled
against thej'coyﬁﬁming of all government benefits by
thé chrsitiaﬁs Qho rhad thejadvaﬁtage' of an early

start.
The active participation of the students and

intelligentsia was another important chasrscteristic

of tribal movement in this phase. A <c¢critic of-

19 Alex Inkeles, "Individual Modernity in Different
Ethinic and Religious Groups” in Exploring
Individual  Madernity. New York, Columbia
University Press, 1983, p.139-41. :
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' Jharkhand movehent_points the role of Academicians:
and students in the'movéﬁent. “After 1980, Réﬁchi
Universify became the g;ound for recruitment.
grahining and propagatioh of Jhérkahand mo#ementf The
opéning’ of - Depd:tment, of' Tribal and Regional
Languages led to thén assumption of‘ieadership by
étudents. The All Jharkhand Studénts Union (AJSU) was
planned here. The head of»"Departﬁént of Tribal and
Regional LanguageS" was tﬁe.co—ordinato£ of Jharkhand

Co-ordination committee (JCC)."20

_Thus, fhe'post indepedﬁence phase of the tribal
mOvemeqt'»in -Bihar was more an expression of the
growing political consciousness of- the people due to
education, industriaiiZatiOn and urbanisation. The
frustrations caused by‘ uneven development. lack 0f .’
empléyment opportunities and visible dominance off-
outsiders in the modern sector were instrumental in
mobiliSing_ the youih. The fusion and fission-
teﬁdenoiés.as :thraéte£15£ics of electoral poliﬁicé.
dominated the course of the movement which in this
phasé ﬁas almost c&clical ‘but the wider changes in

the tribal society had far reaching consequences

20 A.P. Sharma.._ "The Jharkhand . Movement: A
: Critique” Social:Change, op. cit., p.61-62).
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CONCLUSION,



CONCLUSION

The history of tribal mo?ementsvin .Bihar is as
§1d as the contact of tribals with the outer world.
-Begiﬁﬁng with"the Moghuls. it became a4 bitter
struggle for survival during the Britishvperiod. EQen
after Independence. tribals have continued to agitate
within and sometimes_- outside the constitutional

framework adopted by independent India.

Tribal movements have passed through several
phases durihgi the last two <centuries. Structural
changes taking place in the tribé} soc;ety affected
the economic. cultural. social and political sphereé.
No single factor can be identified as influencing the
course of tribal movements which have been the

~product  of :a ﬁumber of causal factors acting
tégéther. Howeve}, one of the most important factof%
was introduction of western education in the tribﬁi

society with the entry of missionaries.

The tribals were unable to comprehend  the.
complexities of  the outer world which .was
superimposed on the tribal society with fhe gradual
penetration 6f the administrative machinery -§nd
iﬁbreasng industrial and mining a¢tivities.A11 these
developments resulted in z great influx of non-tribal

outsiders into the region who with the passage of
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_ time because theVnumerically déminant_section of the
éociety.

Earlier tribals lacked the organisational
rstructure in launching a movement. They failed to
communicate witﬁ' othér tribes or non-tribals 1in the
- region. They generally oréanised,aroﬁnd a chérismatic
leader and fhe mixture of religions and political
aspects with a desire-fqr.bringing back the "goldeﬁ
days"” of the past was the general characteriétic of
tribal movemeﬁts in this phase. As thé use of terms
.like revolts} rebellions, uprisings, suggest, these
movemehts were sudden and violent. The brutal use of
police and _érmy crushed these movements but the
fegulaf occurances aiong'similar lines " suggest that
the movement - waé notA finished but ,oni§'temporéril§

‘suspended.

The coming ofvwgétern education with the help of
.miééionaries resﬁlted in creating avsmall-séétionbof
Educatedv tr{bals who were éble to comprehend the
complexities-invoived in_ their opp;esﬁive situation.
Though their number was very :Small;;'ﬁhey were
instrumentﬁl in faabilising- th87 triba1S fo;-—mass'
politiéal struggle -and‘invgiving an orgénised shape

to the tribal movement. Apart from the agrarian

issues, they raised the 1issue of tribal welfare,
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education‘ and employment. The edueated leedersﬁip
formed an urban middle class elite group which
transcended ;he inter-tribal Bounderies. There were
attempts for, pan—tfibal‘ unity as well as unity

between tribals and non-tribals.

The poet independence phase of tribal movemehts
has witneséed eompletebpoliticiSation of the struggle
and emergence of parties as part of the movement . The
1eadership is in the hands of people who are
pfofessionel politicians. The various tribal p:oblehs
hevevbeen. sgbsumed under the demand fof a‘seperate
state. Another feature has 'beedz'the shift from
ethnicity to regionalism which\was done to accomodete
the.numerically domiﬁeht local noh—tribalkpepulation.
The growth of movement was in a_cyelicel‘menﬁer with
vetieus processee of fusiod and fissieﬁ occuring at
different times. A big gap was also visible between a
epall'sectiod of elite tribals and'podr: masses who
failed to ‘get an& benefit of . welfare :fand

developmental activities.

As this study has tried to anal&se the role of
educagioh in tribal. soeiei mbvemenfe; the cenciudinga
remarks will try to identify »the .important
generalisations. Though, most of the studies dealing

with the socisl movements in general and tribal
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movements of Bihar in parﬁiculaf haye- neglected
education as .én_important variable in the study of
social movements, it can be éaid that coming of
modernvéduCation in the tribal séciety héd_a'profbund_
effect oﬁ "the tribal sobiety whiéh. in turn affected

the tribal social movements.

Emergence of an educated leadership has led tq
the growth of orgéniSed political ractiQitiés and
participation 6f tribals in the barliamentary system
of governance in the cOunrty.;Several special issueé
relatiﬁg to tribal welfare have been brought up by
these leaders. But their stfess ﬁas béen hore on
.political gains by exploiting the tribal sentiments.
Their demands also show urban;édupated ﬁiddle class
bias és  they ténd; t0 négleét the basic agrarian
issues and stress:deménds for! job reservations which

are of no benefit for the illiterate masses.

1

The _uhévenness of géyelopment: including .
eﬁuéation has resulfed in fissurs within 'ﬁhe tribal
. society. The missionary efforts for educating the
tribals weré very commandable’tbut their linkagé with
conversion aléo raises some important issues;_It hgs
léd to = divide between christian and non-christian
tribals which has started to threaten the tribal

nnity. The Hindu missionary organisations have also
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worked in the same direction. This has éndangered tﬁe
whole tribal social and cultural fabrié ‘with séveré
negative results. This distortion mofe: than offsets
the benefits which they derive f:om these miésionary

organisations.

-The government>has iaunchédvvarious échemes for
providing educatidn to the tribals. This includes a
network of primary schools; Schoiarships;. tribal
hostels and reservation in institutions. But the rate
of growth of literﬁcy has been slow and still it is
far below ‘the non-tribal rate of 1literacy. Even
within the tribal setup, there are vast differences
between rural and_urban areas, and bétween male and

female rate of literacy.

Growth of education itself has 1ed‘ to an
increésé.in the ﬁhmber of educated uﬁémployed. The
eduéaféd'youths are in the éearch for govefnment jobs
as this éducation is ofuho.hglp in.téaditional tribél
handiorafts or égrichlture. Neither alternative
_employment avenues havé been _cregted for them, nor
are. they absorbed in the incfeasing iﬁdustiial
activity 1in the ”region. Thev incrggs}ng aspiratipﬁ§‘w
and the sﬁbséquent frustratians has made the edﬁéated

unemployed an important part of the tribal movements.
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,_The student 's participation .in the tribal
movement has generall& resulted in . militantv
agitations which were more pronounced.in Urban areas.
They.have faiiéd to ﬁnite'thévmasseé with them. They
ménaged to revitalise‘ the movements but failed to
give. it nen; directioﬁ; The direct and indirect
.involveﬁent of Academiciansrand intelligentisa has
provided new ideological grounds for strugglé as well
as an ﬁndéfsianding of 'changés taking place in the.

tribal worild.

) Sociod ‘ - :
The analysis.  of NEs==  movements with the

perspective of the role of education also raises
various théoretical questions. The differeﬁt fheorieé
bf social movements do not»give adequate iﬁportaﬁée
to education as a vériable. Hhile the studies witﬁ_é
MarXist framework completely -marginaiiééLthe réle;of.
education. Others 'aiso sﬁbsumev itv within
modernisation. The predominangeA of: economic and
‘agrariant issues.cannot' be. déﬁied  bu£-the‘ chanéeé
taking place in the tribalvresponse from 1855 to 1985
point to the need of é study analysing the role of

education in tribal movements in Bihar.

The * various perspecfives oﬁ-uedudation and
social change also present the problem of analysing

- the  role of -education 1in tribal society. Here,
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education is 'thrust upén alsociety which cannot
relate it to ,its socio-economic structure. Thus,
instead of teaching  the "essehtial similarities" and
"skiils riecessary for ﬁdult roles".it_ alienétes the
indi&idual. from thé éociety; In the - long run it
{breaks the isolation ' of the vgrOup and brings
distortions in the socio-economic sgheres. But tribal
‘societies cannot'.remain as "isdlated.islands“'vin a
changing situation. The s@lution of "deschooling” of
these societies will ﬁof be meaningful 'as dtheg
faétq:g like ;ndustfialisation, urbanisation,
transport and communicationA cOntiﬁue to ﬁave an
impact on the tribal society. The problems attributed
to education have their .;oots not primarily in the
educafional'syétem’ but rathef in the functioning of

the wider Sysfém‘itself.

As the analysis of tribal movement in Bihar
showé_ education hds beeh} an,imporfant factor -in
‘affectiﬁg thé cﬁanées that .haQe taken”place in it.
Spread of education has affected the ideology of
movement, 1its organisation, the machineries for
propagatibn{ articulafion and mobilisa?ion,_ gs_well
3s the strateéies and tactics devisea by the leaders.
Education <can be analytically 1linked with other
Stfucturai éhanges that 1influence the »frisal

movement . At another level there have srisen specific
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‘focal centres which antic¢ipate or support from within
the educational system, the movement actually taking
place, or likely to arise, outside in the tribal

society.

The analysis of education and tribal society has
to be understood within the  broader 1imits of
govefnment poiicies towards the tribals. It has been
a mid-way policy between isolation and asSimilatidn.
This is reflected in £he educatipnal system as well.
The modern values sought to bé inculcated by
education sometimeé threaten 'the social and cultural
fabrics of thef.sociétyl The problem has to be
resolved in a constructive mannér with “a selective
approach where the éhangeé are meaningfﬁl and do not

result in_dismantling&of tribal society.

In a nutsheli} education ﬁas been .an.impd}tant.
féctor in thé eﬁergénce of orgaﬁised political
movements and any solﬁfion of the préblems whichvthe
tibals face must include educ;tion. Tﬁis in itself
will not solve the tribals: probleﬁs but will help
them in adapting'_ﬁo their society and the changes
that are taking place>in. them. This will make them
moreicdnsoioué of their fights, more - aware of their

opportunities and moreAconfident of their future.
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