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Chapter « I

INTRODUCTION



Ever since its merger with the Indian Union,
Hanipur has been passing through hard times. There has
been disturbance and uproar in every nook and corner
of the state and this made life very insecure and
unpredictable. The problems that confront Manipur today
are the result of g long historical development. The
Nagas living in the state in collaboration with the other
Nagas took up arms in the early fifties to fight for a
‘sovereign State?', Thus, the Naga inhsbited areas were
declared as 'disturbed areas' and are still under military
rule. This was followed by e similar demand by the Mizos
and Fukis in the esrly sixties. The result was that they
too had to supfer similar fate like the Nagas. The
separatist movement of the Nagas and Mizos affected the
minft of Meiteis, They considered the movement as
dangerous to their security and above all for the
integrity of Manipur §: g0 this posed a big problem -
to the. What exactly disturbed the Meiteis was that,
1f the Nagas and Mizos were allowed to be integrated
either with greater Nagaland or Mizoram, their status
would be very much diminished %) Man ipur would no lomger
be viagble as a state, since it would have to part with



9/10th of the area. This was their biggest concern.
Therefore they always oppossd tooth and nail, whenever
the issue of integration cropped up.

The second cuestion is, why the Nagas and Mizos
want to join with Nagaland cc Migoran respectively.
This is the problem of ‘Ethnicity’. The Nagas and
kukis (as they are known in Manipur) have greater
affinity with the people living in MNagaland and Mizoram.

. The Nagas had fought for a ‘Sovereign State' but later

a section of the Nagas accepted to sbide by the Indian
Constitution and thus Nagaland State was created. But
- §n the demarcation (boundaries) of the Nagaland State,
only a section of the Nagas were included in the new

State. This ‘Gubious policy' of the Govermment, further

aroused the centiment of the Nagas and they strongly
demanded for inclusion of all the Kaga inhabited areas
in to the new State, After all, the Nagas in Manipur,
Assan an8 arunachal had paid the same price, endured
the same hardship. Therefore they asked why they should
be separated once again. |



As alrsady indicated the Feiteis had vehemently
opposed the integration of the Nagas and Kukis with the
respective states of Nagaland and Mizoeram. The problem
that confronts the state is very peculiar and no other
states in India faces such problem., The Meited,
constitute two-thirds of the total population, but they
occupy only m—tenth of the total area, while the
Hagas and the Rukis occupy nins-~tenth of the total area
It population-wise they constituts only one-third of
the population. This uneven distridution of population
and territory has been the prime reason vwhy the Meitels
have always opposed the integration programme of the
Nagas and Mizos (Kukis).

The Government of India had hoped to dilute the
Raga and Mizo issue by granting statehood to Manipur.
Stat&ood was no solution to the problem, because even
after statehood, the issme contimued to be raised by

the Ragas and Mizos and this has only meltiplisd prablems

in the state. As one looks at the problem, it is a
difficult and complex problem.



As already mentioned earlier, Manipur consiats
of three édistinct groups, viz. the Meiteis, Kukis and
Nagas. These three groups have divergent views about
the state of Manipur. The Nagas and Kukis are wanting
to separate from the stata. The Meiteis are who
interested in preserving the integrity of Manipur,
because without the Hills Manipur cannot be Manipur.
These differences in cpinions, have made their relation
unstable and unsound. The conflicting demands have
also made the people distrustful and suspicious of
each cther. looking at the problem, one visua}.;m
that the demands of these two groups are based on
‘Ethnic graumds’, that they are different from each
other and slso from the Meitels, Therefore they should
be allowed to integrate with their separated brethern,
So here the concept of ‘Ethnicity® has been used in order
to study and analyse their problems.

The concept of ‘Ethnicity' has been used for
various reasons: FPirst the groups that irhabit this
ragion are three distinct groups. These groups even
after manhy years of assoclation continupe to be



saparate and distinct. ihete has been no cultural
Mer-action despite their physical closeness.
&mndly.(in these graups the concept of ‘us'® and
*them* is very mach prevalent ) Thus a Kuki will
:l.éentify cther known and unknown Kakis as ‘us® or ‘we’
and the other commnities as ‘them* or ‘they’.{ This
is mie of the ways through vhich commnities are
ﬂistinguished.)zthnic loyalty among these groups afe
very mach iatisible and manifested. Thirdly, history
has played a major factor in the néak.ing of éhesa

P

ethnic groups. Besides the historical factor, there
are other factors like social, linguistice, cultural
and econonic disparities which have further aggravated
and widened the gap. Another important factor which ___|
has favoured their ethnleity is the geographical factor.
This aspect will be discussed in dotail later,

That Manipur is not a homogeneocus commnity is
obvious from the damands of the different groups. This
has contributed very much to the apathy of the
different groups, and in a way t2d to many tusles,



betwyeen the various commnities. The Nagas and Rukis
especially donot feel a sense of belonging to the State,
as they always look forward to their union with Nagaland
and Mizoram respectively. On the other hand, the Meitéis
fighting back inorder to preserve thes integrity of
Manipur. Thds psychologically, mentally and emot ionally,
the inhsbitants of Manipur do not share a common ideal
or goal. Instead they are more dominated by the sense
of ‘Ethnic groups®, ‘Ethnic ccnsclousmssi. In fact,
these past years, ethnic consciousness has played a major
role in the state activities. This point will be
elucidate later,

‘Ethnicity’, is generally referred to as the
perception of group difference and social boundaries
between sections of a population, That is, a distinction
is made between groups of people who are living together,
in other words, ethnicity is the recognition of significant
difference between 'them' and ‘us’, /Parson Talcott spoke
of ethnicity as focus of group mtityy that is the
organisation of several persons into distinctive groups



and second of solidarity and the loyalties of individual
members to such groups .z Hers Parson has brought in
important aspects, which constitute the meaning and
concept of etht;icity. He has drought in the aspects of
group identity, that is distinct and secondly solidarity
and loyalities of the individual merbers to such groups.
But here, e has not discussed vhether *Ethnicity'® means
also ‘race’, because there are some who consider 'Racc'z
and 'Ethnicity’ as one and the same thing. But on the
contrary it is not so, becsuse such meaning will only
narrow down the meaning and concept of Ethnicity. Since
Ethnicity is used in a much wider sense, it trangtasses

the narrow aspects of race, culture, colour and citizenship.
Ingtead the social scientists have looked upon ‘Ethnicity’
from a mach broader aspect. They donot deny the factors
that constitute the making of an ethnic group viz, origin,
culture, history ut they have also laid emphasis on
mbbority groups, religious groups, interest groups etc,
which play vital roles in the formation of various ethnic

1. Glazer and Mohnihan (eds.), Ethnicitv : The and
Experience, (Cambridge: Harvard Press, 19'76§
Parson, T., "Somes Theoretical Consideration on the
Fature and Trends of Change of Ethnicity”, p.53.

2. Rare would mean people coming from the same stock,
1ine the Mongoloids, Negroids, Caucasians, etc.



g:ouﬁs. Therefore, there are no hard and fast rules or
say the yardsticks to measure the congrecity of ﬁt‘hnicity/

Ist us examine another definition given by
Caroline ¥, Ware, She Gefines:

*gthnic commnities' as groups bound
together by common ties of race, nationality
or culture living together within an alien
civilization but remaining culturally
distinct. They may occupy a position of
solfesufficient isolation or they may have
extensive dealings with the surrounding popus-
lation while retaining a separate idantity."3

This definition iz true of the ebthnic commmnities, Riving
in Manipur, Nagaland, Mizoram etc. Ti1ll today the agsi-
miliation of these groups inté the Indian society has nct
besn poazible, They have always resisted and fought for
the preservation of their own ethnic fdentity. Ths Nagas,
Kukis and Maiteis have lived next door, but each graum
has remained vnaffected by the presence of the other,

(The ethnic boundary has remained closed practically to

3. Caroline P, Ware, "Ethnic Communities”,
Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences, maw Yorks

MaciMlllan Company, MCHM XLVIIL), p.607.




each other, otherwise by now there should have been a better
rapport and understanding between the groups./ But people
have found it Giffieult to cross the ethnic boundary because
of various factors e.g. social structure, customs, religion
ete, jAnother problem is that people of a different ethnic
group afe not willing to accept one another and there is
some kind of a reserve and ubeasiness. Therefore, there is
hardly any possibility of crossing the ethnic boundary,
since their group conmiwaeeiss still very stromg .)

Shermerhon also defines Ethnic groups in the same
1ine as Caroline Wares "collectively existing within a
-lsrger society having real or fictional cemmon ancestg“,
memories of a shared historical past and a cultural focus
on one or more symholic elamem:sf’ defined as the cpitome
of their peoptehmd",s Again Shermerhon has stressed the
aspect of camon ancestry, history, culture etc, as the
factors for Getermining an ethnic group. These definitions
are traditional in their nature, because ethnicity does

4. Symbolic elements would include kinship), pattern of
political contiguity, religiocus affiliation, language
or gialect, forms of tribal affiliation.. etc.

5. Shermerhon, N 1 India, (Tueson Arizonas
University of Arigzona Press, 1978), p.l15.

6. Glazgr and Mchnihan, Ethnicity s Theory and Experjence,
p.113.
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not necessary mean same culture or race. The scope of
sthnicity has extended and embraced othot ia-.’spec!:a

Here is another definition by Dopal Horowitz. To him
menbership in an ethnic group is a metter of social
definiticn, an interplay of the self-definition of
members an fhe definition of other groups. 6 According
to Hcrewitz Ethnic grouwp iz a matter of social acceptance.
Ethnic groups can b2 formed by any individuals prpvided
it is soc!.a‘l'iy' acoepﬁaa and :ecognizeaygnthnlc bmnda:y
~cannot xemain état:.::, it has to be flexible and dynamie.
After all it is the social boundary that accepts oxr
identifies "us” in relation or in opportion to ‘them’’
and the identity of a group will depend on the acknowledg-
ment by {‘'them®) other groups. At the sametime not all
ethnic groups shift their boundary. Thus, for instance,
a particular (Xs) (group) moy inmteract with but not
marry the Ys (group... eat the same food but not cook it
the sane way... live in the same locality but coms from
different places.| Thus the Meiteis, Rukis and Nagas
have lived side by side but have not shared the same

6. Glazer and Mohnihan, Ethnic t Th d Experjen
p.113.

7.. smal w., ‘(ed-}. Ethnicit k. {Ilondon: The
Maemillian Press igd,, 19795. Do’
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feelings, sentiments and aspirations. They have always
identified thongelves as separate groups and each groups
is too conscious of ita identity E‘mia is one of the
main reason why the emotionhal integration of these
commnities have not been possible. The feeling of ‘us’
and 'them', has become so strong that there is no other
word than the word ‘Ethnicity’ to express the recognition
of significant @ifference between them.| “Ethnicity is
the process by which ‘their? diffexénce is used to enhance
the sé:':_ég. of *us' for purpose of organization or identi-
| fieatm."‘%),

I ¢he past, there has been change or shift in W
ESmite in the Ethnic boundary, the changes have been slow
and imperéeptible. People er have voluntarily affiliated
themselves to other etdnic commnities, this is known as
‘voluntary affiliation’. But one thing that must be kept
in minéd is that ethnic identity is generally acquired
at birth,

In the Indian énciety’, the change or shift in boundary
hasmmamphmmacfmccasteor&hnmgm

8. Ibid., p.3.
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changing to another inorder to have a better access or
opportunity to identify therselves with a dominant groug)
Such changes have also taken place in the pluraustié\.\_
society of Manipur .Cﬁith the change in social bounda:y; V\['\;
there has been a shift in the political loyalty as well.
Thus the Anals, Aimols, Lamkangs and Koms, originally
categorised by the British Administrators as belonging
to the old Kuki group, are todsy recégnizcé as part of
the Naga eomnity.’ In the Naga movement for indepen-
dence, these groups hawe also participated and shared the
hardship with the other Ragasg.

The central theme of this diacussion 13 to show
through t:he/concept of ‘Ethnicity?', that difference
in this ethnic groups had atouse because of the historical
past, geographical distribution, cultural, religious
and political differences . The;:e' are lmportant factors
that have contributed very much to the ethnicity of
these groups, and lastly difference camot be cementéd

unless a concrete follow up is done in this respect,

$. This is not an established fact because often the

British Administrators categorised the various groups
according to their own administrative convenience. The
¥econd point is that these groups had remained indiff.
erent and passive to the Kuki Rebellion of 1917-18.
And lastly these communities were on constant war with
the Kukis. These tribes are more akin to the Hagas

in their social and eultural set up than the Kukks.
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that 4s the reorganization of the states. This means
the problem camot be solved as a law and order problenm.
There hasg to be a political solution,

, 4: first chapter will focus on the State of
Manipur from the physical aspect. Gt shall show how the
geographical factoer hinders their social interaction
and promotes isolation and separation Isn:th-r. the
uneven distribution of territory and population have
also aggraveted the present crisis in the state.\ The
efonomic and political aspect will be discussed to
show, how geographical factor has also camsed economic
disparity and further led to differences in political

| 'aépuatiofnsy)me second chapter will be on the roots

of conflict, the main factors that have led to the
~conflict in the present society. This aspect will be

| . analysed from the historical and cultural meet; how

these socioties had doveloped to be culturally diverss
'.anciety. In this factors like relidimf. race or origin,
language, etc, will bs discussed. In the third
chapter, the dissussion will be centared arcund the
political expression of ethnicity; thet is the various
demands of these groupss Why do the Nagas and Kukils

| want to separate, while the Meitei's still want the

integrity of Manipur,
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The problems that confront Manipur are real
and requires immediats attention. The solution to
these problems will dapend greatly on the initiative
and role of the central govermment. The people or the
ethnic growps have taken their stand and are determined
to achieve it even at the cost of bloodehed. The
problem iz a long standing one. ¥What is the solutions
to these problems is a very difficult question to
angwer. S5till something concrate nust be done in order
to put an end to these long feuds.



c:haptgt - IX

MANIPUR STATE
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Hanipur means the ‘land of germsa' and has been
referred to as a ‘Jewel of India‘, a little paradise;
a flower of lofty heights and the Kaghmir of Eastern
India, 1Indeed it is a land of rare jewels, because
here are famd the largest mumber of the ethnographically
well<known tribes of Manipur. The state has been painted
as a land-locked state, situated in the extreme corner
of India, bordered by Burma. It has between 24° 30' and
257 60* north and longituds 90° 10°' and 94° 50* east.
The state is geographically encircled by hills with a
fertile valley in the centre and splits up naturally
into two tracts - Manipur Valley and Manipur Hills.
The bordering hills from themselves into a south parallel
fold with attituds varying from 833,327 metres to
3017,176 metres above sea level and covering 90 per cent

of the whole area of 22,3%6 sa:;.kms.1

Imphal :ls the capital town and centre of state
activity. Its position facilitates ths concentration of
state economy and political activities. Manipur is bounded

i. Administrative Report 1976-77, Government of
mw’. pel.
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by the State of Nagaland in the North, Mizoram in the
South, Agsam in the West and Burma in the east. The
location of the state itself is unique and the current
crisis has a base in relation to all thess states.
Describing Manipur, T.C. ﬁodscnz wrote: *.,.there is an
irmense variety of climate and scenery which is only
equalled by the yariety of the types of mankind vhose
habits from the subject of this nanag:aph.'3

~ The physicaz geography of the state can be roughly
divided into three wall defmea regions vixz, Imphal valley,
Hills an@ the Barak’plain. | Accordingly, the natural setting
of the state has also madt a direct impact on the socio-
economic and political life of the pecples. And in the
coming pages, the following factors will be ‘diacuss&d.
in relation to the people.

The Imphal valley is one of the Himalayan ‘midlands’
like the Kathmanda and the Kashmir villages. The basin

-

2., T.C. Hodson was the late Assistant Political Agent in
Manipur and Superintendont of the State. Fellow of
the Royal anthropological Institute and mewber of the
Folklore society.

3. Hodson, T.C., itheis ; (Delhis B.R. Publishing
w&tm, 1908 » Re?o 1975. palc
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has an area of about 1,800 sqg.km. sometimes Jdescribed as a
flittle plateau’® surrounded by the Hillg. The land is
fertile (alluvial scil) like the Great Indian Plain. This
has facilitated the heavy concentration of population,
posing hosts of problems like, food supply, bealth,
employment, etc. Again, population of this area has played
an important role because on accouu!: of mmerical strength,
the valley has more representatives n the state Assonbly
who dominate the state pclttics:

| The Hills which surround the Imphal valley comprise
asbout 91 per cent of the state area but in population
constitute only one-third. Strategically the Hills occupy
a very important region not only to the stats but also for
the sub-continent of India. The attitude in the hills
varies from 3,000 metres in the north to 900 metres towards
the valley and to the South-West and 1,200 metres to the
South-East, Fuarther the region is clothed with dense
‘humid forests, and the lack of proper communication has
kept the region's trads and commerce at a comparatively

low abd. 7The lack of transport and cm:lcaeion have alwvays
posed a problem and alse the undergrouné activities have
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confronted the law and order prcblem in perpetuity.
Another problem is that, om account of the sparse
population, the leaders of the Hills have been raduced
merely to function as pressure groups, and not as reprosen-
tatives of t he people.

The Barak plain jeribam mb-di.visiou‘. consists of
& small plain surrounded on three gides by hills. It
covers an srea of 277 sq.km. and the region is clothed
with dense barboo forests and fertile an_uvial soil. The
‘area once dw‘eioped can become the gate-way to Manipur's
economic Gevelopment.

The central valley is the home of the Meitel
commanity, who constitute the bulk {two-third) of the
total population, though area.wise, they occupy only one-
tenth of the total area. Besides the Meiteis there are
pangans (Muslims) mayang {outsiders) and Hill people
{Nagas and Kukis). While in the Hills, it is sparsely

populated, Hexre is a distgitce-—ws.ses éistribution of the

4. Jnalajit Singh, R.K., Manipuyr, Publication Division,
Ministry of Information and Eroadcasting, Government
of India, 1975, p.5.

5. mg%ug at a Glance, 197€; issued by the Department
of Statistic, Manipur.



19

DISTRICT-WISE  DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION

Tten Unit  Centre-  North-  South-  Dast.  West-  Tang- Man
District District District District District District lanipur
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Population No 724,537 106,175 08,114 63,220 44,975 38,727  1072,753
Density of _
Population sq.km. 328 30 21 14 10 11 48




population and also the density of the population., The
distribution of the population in the state is very
unaven. The valley population {(Central-District) is
very high, excels those of the hills, thus populstion
density in the valley is 325 persons per sqg.km. while

in the other district it is very low, the highest comes
to 30 persons per sqg.km, (North-District) but taking
the average the Hills density of population will be

18 persons per sg.lm. In this respect the centrale
district population density stands out higher than thoses

of Bihar & 300 persons per ssq.’lcm.6

Hany factors are responsible for the heavy concen-
tration of population in the valley. In the first place
the valley has been favoured with good geographical
condition, flatland topography, fertile soilg and hospita-
ble rlimate. n the m,he: hand the hills with their
rugged relief with leas fertile soils, colder climste
and poor transport facilities have not facilitated the
growth of population. Thatisuhy despite the vast
unoceupied land, in the Hills, the valley contimied to

6. Singh, R.P,, Electoral Politics in Manipur,
m«;: Delhis Concept Publishing Company, 1981),
Poedd,
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be the centre of sttraction, in fact many hill people
have settled in the valley. Today the hill population
represent only 31,28 per cent of the total population
in the state. The diagram on page Adaclearly indicates
the proportionate representation in the state. And the
rill tribes of Manipur have been classified into 29
scheduled tribes’ in the Indfan constitution, but these
tridbes can be broadly grouped into two sthnic groups;

viz, Kukis and Negas. The Hagas occupy the West, North,
Horth-East and a part of South«East of Manipur, swhile

the Kukis are scattered all over the state but are
concentrsted mainly in South district and Sadar hills.
Viewing all these different asspects, one finds that the
problems that confront is different from the other states,
The nature of the prdblem is peculiar due to unique
features of the state.

With the attainment of statehood, Manipur was
reorganized into 6 districts, 25 administrative units

prae—.

7. Under the Indian Constitution 29 (scheduled) tribes
have been recognized as schefuled tribes of Manipur
and they are as follows: Armol, Apal, Angami, Chothe,
Chiru, Gaugte, Hmar, Kami, Kacha Naga, Koirao, :
Koireng, Kom, Lamkang, Any Mizo, Mao-Maram, Maring,
Monsang, Moyon, Paite, Purum, Ralte, Salte, Sema,
Simte, Tangkhul, Thandon, Vaiphai and Zou.

D o Ve
M|
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and 26 Development Blocks.® Each district was headed
by a deputy cormissioner and the administrative units
by the subwdivisional officers. In the hills the
Auntonomous District Councils were introduced, with the
| purpose of giving full opportunity to develop thamselves
according to t’!'iei.zf own: way of life. Further it was also
1aid down in the Constitution of India that "the Governor
shall ammaily or whenever so required by the President,
make a report to the President regarding the administra-
tion of the Hill areas in the state of naz_zipur and the
executive power of the Union ﬂ\ali extend to the giving
of directions to the State as to the administration of
the said areas.”® By this special provision, the hill
‘areas® have boen separated from the plains,

A brief glance into the various districts will
make the discussion more comprehensive and pertinent to
the existing problems. On page %% is given the bird's
eys view of the districts, the administrative units....

8. W 1976~71,
_ Government of Man «

9. The Constitution of India, Govermment of India,
Ministry of law, Justice and Company affairs,
part xxi, p.264,



etc. Now just the outline of each district will be given

as follows.

Manipur Central District

The central district (valley) is the most ;eunse‘iy‘
populated district of the state. It accomodates about
two=thirds of the state population, The Meiteis constitute
the major part of the population] though there are also
Mayangs and Pangans and Hill pe:':pze.' 'I’he 'neitheié- being
the majority dominate aﬁd’ control the activities of the
disttiget and the state. Out of the 60 members of
Logislative Assembly, 41 are from the central distrm.
while the remaining 19 seats are distributed in the other
districts. Therefore there is uneven representation of
the territories, am! this has been one of the main reason
vhy the central district has been able to progress,
shead of the other hill districts. Jiribem sub-division
also comes under the central éistrict. |

Manipur East District

 The East District is sparsely populated, it
. accomodates zbout 6 per cont of the state's population,
glving it a denaity of 14 persons per sq.km. In this
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- District Sub~Division Headquarter | _Area sq.km, No.of Pmul&ion
- villeges _
1 | 2 3 s 5

Manipur Central District Imphal 2230 s km. 541 724,437
Imphal West Imphal 4 = " 146 241,155
Imphal Bast Imphal -429 % ® 150 169,937
Bishenpur ‘ Bishenpur 530 * * 58 108,306
Thoubal Thoubal 405 " * 110 181,771 .
Jiribam _ Jiribam ' 3ag? * " 23,368
Tengnoupal District Chandel 3312 sq.knm. ’_2_1:3' 38,727
Tengnoupal Tengnoupal %07 * * 04 17,389
Chandel Chandel ' 019 * ¢ 87 10,407
Chakp 1 karmy Chakpikamng - 3386 * * 66 10,927
Manipur South District Churachandpur 4581 sq.lm. 376 98,114
Chumchandpur Chumachandpur 668 » 176 46,417
Churachandpur (North) Henglep 717+ 12 12,114
Thinghat Thinghat 100 % 0 62 11,480
Thanlon Thanlon 1291 * ¢ 30 12,889
Tipaimit Parbung o4 " * 36 15,214
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Manipuk -East District

‘Ukhrul Central
.!nm::nl Rorth
Ukhrul South
Kanjong Chassad
Prungyar Phaisat

Manipur North District
Mao-Maram
Sadar Hills West
Sadar Hills East

Manipur Wegt Digtrict
Tamenglong
Tamenglong North
Tamenglong West
Nungba

Ukhrul
Ukhrul
Chingal
Kasom Xullen
Kamjong
Phungyar
Senepati
Tadubi
Kangpokp i
Salkul

Tamenglong
Tamenglong
Tamei
Tousem
Nangba

4409 9q.km,

1235
847
599

1036
692

3417

a

»

2376

3664

174
1078
1078
1314

66
31
28
52
39
404
o5

147
162

FLE
a6

g8a

62,229

3Y, 740
10,381
4,780
7.181
8,177
104,175
35,424
30,442
30,309

44,978
14028
7,732
‘8,888
14,327




district, the Tangklml Naphas constitute the population,
though there are a few Kuki settlements scattered in the
district. The East district forms an autonomous hill |
district governed by an elected council and has its
headguarters at Ukhrul., The district has three constituent
assembly seats, and this district has two leading
polieiei.ansuef the state), ﬁﬁangmaso Shaiza an@® Rishang
Keishing. The east digstrict people are politically
conscious, and the top-ranking men in the underground and
overground belong to this area. |

Manipur North District

The Mao-Maram Ragas inhabit this aistrict. The
north district is the most populous district of the state
after the central district. Besides the Mao-Maram Nagas,
there ares Ruki settlements along with the Nepalees in the
Sadar Hills. There are six assembly constituencies in the -
district, the seats are supposed to be reserved for the
scheduled tribes, but in the last election from the Kangpokpi
constituency, a Nepalee (Rishore Thapa) was elected.

11, These two leaders belong to the Teugkhul Naga
community . They have both served as chief ministers
of the state at different period. Rishang Keishing
is the leader of the Congress(I) Party, which is
likely to form the ministry after the President’s
rule. Yangmase Shaizo belongs to the FDF (People's
Democratic Front).



The influx of Nepalees in the reserved areas has posed
& threat to the Hill pecple. The North district has wo
autonomous district councils, the Sadar hills have becoms
a thorn in the flesh both for the Nagas and Kukis.

Manipur South District

| The South district is the sccond most developed
district after the Central district. Here is found a host
of tribes — Hmars, Paite, Gaugte, Mizos, et¢, All these
tribes have been nown in Manipur as Kum'lf but today
they no longer want to be called Fuki but as Zomi (

{z0 = Hil)l; mi « man). The thrust to identify all these
as one ethnic group has tzken the upperhand. This aspect
of the problem will bs fiscussed in the later mges.

The district has six assembly constituency seats. There
is the antonomous district council to lookafter the
developrment of tha people.

uanzpur West District

Mg the ﬂimletc of Manipur, this district has
been the most neglected, It is lagging behind in many

12. In the later chapter, the Kukis will be discussed
more in detail, as to their origin, how they cams to
Manipur and the name FKuki.
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respee&é: people are poor, illetrate and backward. The
 government has deen trying to help cut the pecple by
introducing a mumber of developmental programmes through
the Commnity Development Scheme and Tribal Welfare
5:,!1“‘.“ The people vwho inhabit this region are
Rongmel, lemgmel Zemei'$ Impui and Kuki. The west
district has produced a great fteedem fighter like Rani
Gatdutu.}imere are thres assembly constituencies
reserved for the scheduls tribes in tl&is district.

TWI Districe

Tengnoupsl district was formally under the Central
aistrict. Gnly in 1974 it was carved out as a district.
It covers about one-seventh of the total grea of the

state and accomodates 3.61 per oent of the population,
Again here there are numerous tribaaxs 1iks the Marangs,

13. ;976—17, Government of

14. Today Rongmei, lLengmei and Zemei have grouped
together and has a common nomenclatrue - *‘Zelengrong’.
15. Roy, J., -Hista;z of Manipur, (Calcuttas Eastlight
' . Book Hm&"7 19735, p.140¢ :

16. Administrative Report, 1976-77, Govermment of
Manipur, p.127.
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anal, Chothe, Lamkang, Kom, Tarao, Moyon, (Punjabi, Marwart,
Deshwall, Hadraj;’»).-...ete. It has two assembly constituencies,
the sests are keenly contested by the two ethnic groups

viz, Nagas and Rukis, In matters of politics, the ethnic
cleavage is very sharp. Again being at the international
border line, often the underground activities (Nagas or
Mizos) affected the law and order of the district.

Therefore, the nature of the problems faead by the
districts, @iffer from each other./The dominance of a
particular ethnic group has always aroused ill feelings
on the part of cthers. In every respect, the variocus
ethnic groups contest keenly whether 4t be in 301:\,;:0111:&3
ees@tC, ti:i.s has often arouned mutual jealocusy, hostility
and thus widened the gop in their relationdhip./ At state
level, toc, the competition for survival has become the
main feature of the day, Rach group is trying to oust |
the other in every £ield, Naturally, this has given rise
to conflict among the ethnic groups.

As already stated eaﬂiar, the inhabitants of the
state are geographically distributed according to ethnic
groups and this has x:estﬁm in the fragmentat ion of the
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state.. The ethnic location also clearly demarcate their
affilistion to the various ethnic graups. The Meitheis
who constitute the bulk of the population (two-third)
are concentrates in the valley. This group has advanced
more than the hill people bacauge of the geographical
condition. That is one of the reason why they control
tha govermment machinery of the state.

The Nagas and Rukis are united, only when they have
to face the Msiteis, the Meiteis are considered as their
common enemy for obvious reasoms. But their unity ceases
to exist, Once their enemy is no longer a threat Q;o»__!_:}i‘tifu

existence. Then both-groips-are1ike-cats and dogs. Ore
thing 15 that the Nagas and Kukis are tco conscicus and
aware of their identity. Eoth these two comunities are
£ighting for the integration with their separated brethern.
The Ragas in Manipur cogperated vhole-heartedly, vhen Raga
movement for éndependence was launched. Many joined and
willingly sacrificed their lives for the noble cause.

Tﬁe same was the case with the Mizos and Kukis, vhen

Lal denga demanded for *Soverei gn Mizaram'. Buot the Nagas
were very much disillusioned when Nagaland state was given
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a small part of the Naga inhabited area leaving aside big
chunck of the present state of Manipur. This cmsed'\.mdu
- digsatisfaction and disgmntlemem: among the Naga peog\e.
The demand of the Negas 18 naturally going to affect the',
integrity of Manipur state, becanse Manipur cannot be
Manipur without the Hilis.,

Ever since the Kukis settled in Naga areas, land has
became the burning issue of the day. The Sadar Hills has
become the bone of contention between the Nagas and Kukis,
Pormerly Sadar Hills had belonged to the Nagas but because
of the Manipur Maharaja and British Political Agent's
policy, this settlement was given to the Kukis inorder to
act as a buffer between the Meiteis and Nagas. Later,
when Manipur attained statehood, the Sadar Hills Autonomous
District Council was constituted by an order of the
Govermment of Manipur dated 1st August 1973.17 Within
this short span the Kukis have increased and multiplied
~and amassed a lot of land from the Nagas. In fagt the
creation of two autonamous district councils in North
district has paved the path for a struggle between

17. Administrative Report 1975-75, Government of
Manipur, p.169.
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the Nagas and Kukis. The process has been gradual but very
noticable. That is shy today they are able to raise the
issue of creation of Sadar Hills State in the Assenbly. This
matter has jeopardised the relatidbnship of the Nagas and
Rukis. &t every level there is crisis endangering the
peaceful co-existence of the two mmnities: As aglready
seen Manipur has becoms a burning cauldron!, the Sadar hills
is like adding more fuel to the fire, Both parties are
adamant to their demands sc the decision of the Government
will surely affect ome party or the other.

looking at Manipur, from this perspective’, there is
hardly any chance of uniting or integrating the state,
as it is only adding to chaos and confusion, People of this
region seem to project only diversities that are irreconci-
tiable to each other.
Economy |

_The state's econony is wery unbalanced, partly

beczuse of the long isolaticn policy and unaccessibility
of the region. Therefore it has :emingd-ﬂnd!rdmloped
and neglectel. The state is linked with the rest of the



33

country by a road which passes through Nagaland state

" and then to Assam, An alternative road link is under
construction betwveen Imphal and Jiribam, known as the

Hay Cachar Road. This alternative road from Imphal

to aiﬂbam is entirely within Manipur territory and
touches Assam only after crossing Jiribam towards Silchar.
There is also anair 1ink with Ganhati and lately a
special flight service has been introdiced from Delhi to
Imphal and the Northe.east region., But on account of the
rugged mountains and hills, introduction of Railways in
the state is not possidble. Otherwise, it cwl& really
boost up her economy. As it is, the state has to depend upon
road transport services, operating from Dimapur (Nagaland)
to Imphal. On account of the terrain, especially during
the monsoon, the roads are often affected by landslides,
Therefore transportation becomes a major problem to the
state. Secondly, without central assistance, the state
on iks own is net self-supporting, the sntire economy
depends on the good will of the centre.

The economy of the state reflects the economy of
the people living in the state. 7o understand it one
mst take intc consideration certain factors, which have
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been obatacie to the economic Gevelopment of these pecple.
These are @ ' |

{a) Geography : the terrain and the topography,
the land forest, rivers and other
sources which nature provides

{b) The people :+ Each group with its own cultural
heritage and distinct festures

(c) Transportation and commmications within the
state. '

{d) Market and ocutlets for produce

{e)} Recquirements of food and other essential

supplies vhich have to be obtainad from other
areas.

Taking all these factors into consideration, one can assess
the economy of the pecple anéd the state.

Manfpur is a small mountaincus state with a geogra-
phical area of 22,856 sg.kms. The state has a m‘lt
valley of sbout 1,120 sq.km. whers about two-third of the
population lives. The remaining 20,500 sq.kn. are rocky
and sandy, unsuitable for cultivatisn, Thus about 67 per
cent of the land is under forest and uncultivatable.

~ The small valley is fertile and good for cultivation.
Thie flatland stretches for miles and miles, with the
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imterruption of some hillocks, streams and rivers. The
land is suitable for extensive cultivation of various
crops. This is the description given by R, Brown
years bhack:
“The scenery in the valley is very uninteresting
and monotonousy rice~fields, swamps, small nuddy
rivers, bamboc chumps barrih hills of low
elevation, common looking villages -- these
- are the principal features met with, the
preserver of the varying outline of the hills
- sarrcunding the valley, however, relieves all
this, and reeems shat would otherwise be tume
and uninterasting.*i®
Bven though it may look monotonous and uninteresting, yet
this area constitute the granary of the state., There were
times, vhen Manipur exported large cuantity of rice and
‘other crops to other states. It is still the godown of
the state and this speaks volumes of the economic
condition of the Meitels., Years ago Captain Perberton
urote:, ",..the agricultural produce of the country
consists principally of rice, which forms the staple
article of food and the fertility of the soil is so great

i8. Bgown,R., Statdistical Account of Manipur,
{Delhi: Sanskaran Prakashak, 1975), (Rep.}, p.3.



that the crops generally prove most abundant".m Hature
has favoured the valley people with fertile land. As a
result they have an easier means of livelihood than the
Nagas and Kukis. The inhabitance of Manipur, aré basically
agriculturalists, Therefors their e conomy zan be under-

stood only in terms of their profession.

(3%
Here is a maxt*shwinq how much 1and is cultivatable,

in the valley and in the Hill districts and their produce.
From this one can easily judge the sconomic condition

of the three ethnic groups. The Hilly (Ragas and Kukis)
peoplit especially have to rciy very much on the valley.
CGtherwiss they are unable to make dboth ends meet,

As already been in the chart very littile land is
suirable for cultivation especially in the hills. Therefore
in order to sustain themselves, they have to take recourse
to various methods of cultivation like jhuming?® or shifting

cultivation and ‘terrace mltivation'.zl Barlier the Rukis

19. Hodson,T.C., The , (Delhi: B.R. Publishing
Corporation, 1975}, (Rep.), p.39.

20. Jhuming cultivation - the villagers after clearing the
jungles in a hill-slope burn the patch and then plant
paddy and vegetables,

21. Terrace cultivastion is a better system of cultivation,
terrace, fields are made on the slope of a hill and
then water is chammelled to the field. It requires
long and assiduous labour inorder to built up a terrace
£1ield, but once prepared, it is a good means for
survival, This system can also be considered as a
practical enginecring skill of the hill people. The /
Ragas follow this system of cultivation, while the /
Kukis afhere more to the jhuming system. ‘
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AREA AND PRCDUCTION P RICE, WHEAT aND MAIZE IN MANIFUR BY DISTRICIS
POR THE YEAR 1978-7922

{ area in '000 Hect. Production in ‘000 tonnes )

51,

Rice | ‘} Maize Wheat

No. Hame of tha. . : arsa - . Produotion . . . Area. Pmauc!:inn. .. Area Pmﬂuctinn.,
1 2 _‘ A '3 | - 4 5 6 | 7 8 -
‘1« Central District 113,53 188.07 0.01 0.02 0.10 0.10

2. HNorth District 10,79 11.36 1.28 2.09 - -

3. west District 5.96 6.82 - - ' - -

4. BSouth District 14,46 20.06 1.23 2.39 - -

6. Tengndupal 4.40 8,37 0.38 0.7% - -

Total Manipur 159.56  255.20 3,40 6.2 0.10  0.10

22,

andbook _of Manivur, 1980, N.raetorata of Economic and
Staei.atms. &cvumerk of uanipur. p.al.
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practiced only jhuming, while the Nagas practiced both
methods of cultivation. But now the Kukis have also
taken to terrace cultivation and in Manipur terrace culti-
vat:.ton is mcrsastigly becmng popniai. In fact terrace
cualtivation mothod is more profitable and prosperous than
huming.,

/ J%gaia the geographical factor has to be taken into
éonsiéatatﬁon in order tc assess the prosperity of these
groups. The land and soil, vhere these ethnic groups live
, // The Meiteis have fertile land, and
pro&nca double ana even ktﬂ.pte". without much labour compared
to the Hill peéple. This has made the Meiteis nmore

enterprising and emnomically sbund than the hill people.
The Nagas and Rukis on the other hand have to slog,

" inorder to earn their daily bread. It is only becase of

their stramous toll that they have been able to survive
the forces of nature. A second setback to the economy
of the hill people has been that, they had not been able
to adapt themselvés to the changes, They still practice
their primitive, crude method of cultivation. The main
reason behind this unaﬂaptabnity has been because of the
inaccessibility of the area. The case of the valley is
aquite different. The land is accessidble, therefore the
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_ started opening the Hills for development and has establi-
.'shed Horticulture Research stations at Ukhrul {(Manipur
east district) and Churachandpur {Manipur south district).
And under the asgis of North Bastern Council a Potato
development farm has been established at Mao % (Mantpur
north district). The situation is resally pathetic,
because without the collsboration of the valley, the Hillg
cannot develop, since the whole system has besn centralised.
Unless an altarnate appvoach is made for the development
of the Hills, the situation will not improve; instead it
will only deteriorate.

Pesides, agriculture, weaving industry is very
popualar among the Kukis and Nagas. The ghawls are very
colourful and exhibit as a mark to distinguish one ethnic
group frem the other. Thus looking at the shawl, the
pattern and design, one can easily distinguish a Naga or
a Fuki. Every woman in the group has to know tha art of
weaving. 3Among the Taugkluls, the following villages were
famous for weaving vig, Ukhrul, Tollsi, Ngaimu, Sandaug,

Twmem and Phodang ‘25 These villages provided the traditional

2¢. Manipyr, p.is.
25, Hodson, T.C., The Naga Tribes of Manipur, p.45.




introduction of modern machinery such as tractors,
helps the further production of the food grains.

" Therefere, camparing the plain and hills, one comes to
the conclusion that the valley people enjoy more the
gift of nature than the hill people.

In this respect the valley peocple have gone far
ahsad of the hill pecple. The government has also taken
 interest and introduced new implements for the farmers
1ike, purp sets, tractors power tnlers and threshers,
Thus au era of g:aen revalutim has already been started
in tha valley. The introduction of m mauhinexy has
m!: only improves their farming and ecmm but also
| partiany solved nnampiomnt prob!.am. !‘urther gommnental
nadeftakings have been established viz, eons!:metlan of
canals, irrigation projeeesg“.‘ at:at:e eooperativo Ban’ks,‘
Fermers Development Agency...ete. %;%;;:yhés been a
maency in the past to centralise, the key projects of
the state in the valley, making the hill people dependent
on the valley people. Only recently the government has

23, Ma ¥, vol.I, Quarterly spacial Issue, 1976,
blished dw "the Directorste of Information and
~ Public Relation, Manipur), p.ls.
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shawls to the rest of the Taggkhu% villages, Ancther
important occupation was pottery. The Tangkhul village

of Fangbi had the distinction for msking excellent
earthern pots. The Tangkhul's sarthern pots can be
camparad to the modern ‘pressure cookers'., Even today
the earthern pot is still popular and is in high demand
among the Tengkhul Nagas, Salt industry, mat and baskit
weaving were other important occupations of the hill
petple. These occupations remained confined only in the
villages and 418 not Sevelop very much. Therefore vhen
modern commodities, were introdjced at s mich cheap rate,
gradually the home-made articles were asbstituted by
manufactured goods. Thus there was a shift in the economic
_ value system, from barter system to money system. Money
became the deciding factor for their | economy, People
were forced in a way to exchange their goods with money
and thus money became the accepted medium of exchange.
Another factor which will be diamsgéﬁ later, wﬁtsbeedncahion,
warted&%:he hill people. Education changed many from
their traditional profession to a more pleasant and easier
way of earning their livelthood. This has caused also
much imbalance in the economy of the people.
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The Meiteis on the other hand have prospered snd
daveloped mch faster than tle hill pecple. Their
‘advancement can be attrituted to many factors, like the

accessibility and fertility of the land. Within this

ghott span of thirty years, the Meiteis have gone far ahead
of the Ragas and Kuki.a.. Just to cite an exampls, the
infra-structure in the valley has improved, the roads
are all metalled and the communication net-work has been
well established compared to the hill sreas. From the
capital, every nook and cotner of tlevalley is approachable
and bus-sarvices are made available to the people. This .13
not all, oOther public services, for instance, medical and
public health, power, post and telegraphs..etc, extended
to the valley pecple are far much more than the hill people.
A comparative study of the district-wise devalopment of the
various public services will give a hetter understanding
of the situation, In the Post and Telegraphs, more than
half of the offices are located in the cemtral district
{valley). The few offices or centres that are open are
all at the district headquarters, otherwise many of the
interior parts are still far from civilization, There are
areas, whare postal system has not reached, so they still
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POST AND TELRGRAPHS (1974.75)26

Item Unit ﬁ?’g‘iﬁ; mgam - 333?1@ gigttrwt gﬁ:%xme §§2 t; Manipur
“{““"““’”z““‘"_*;"'_““4"“”"'»"'é"“;"““;""”"'s"""""g‘""'
Head Post Offices No, 1 - - - - - 1
Sub-Poot Offices . 19 N.A, 2 2 3 N.A, .
Branch Post Offices “ 166 51 56 50 17 N.A. 340
Telegraph Officos * 20 2 1 1 1 N.A. 25
Telephonaes in Use * 1,4% 5 87 30 22 N.A. 1,574
fublic call Offices * 12 1 1 1 N.A, 16

NA, = Nt avallable

26. Issued by 'rho Department
Manipur, Manipur at a @lance. 19
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live in isclation from the others.,

The future of the state will depend greatly on the
proper care taken for the welfare of the peopla. In this
respect it is sickening to know that the Govermment has
cared Little for érwet madical and public health.
Considering the mumber of Health centres opened in the
various district, it is indeed vuy discouraging. A look
at the chart will reveal the backwardness of the state
and the aistrict-wise development . (% 45) |

- The development in the Hilié-'dm:tcta has been
very slow compared to the valley. In 1973 aa given by
the Department of Statistics, when the central district
had 15 hospitals (PHCS), the other five districts had
altogethey 11 hospitals (PHCS)., Comparing the munber
of doétofs available in the valley and nills 4in the hills
the ratio comes to, 1 doctor has to look after 9,645
4 pﬁimﬁé:.‘ féere are altogethexr 356 doctors in the hill
districts for 348,220 patients. While in the valley
it Wil ke atound, for one doctor, there will be §,843
pahients., With such minimal care, one cannot expsct
the pecple to live longs especially in the hillg. Thetr
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MEDICAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH (1969-70-73)27

Ttem Unit  Gicerice Giotrict  dlstrict district Aistrict disirice MeniPur

1 2 3 -4 8 ] 7 8 )
HOSPITALS = 196970 No 8 2 2 - 3 - 13
(mcs) 1073 %18 3 3 2 2 1 2%
DISPENSARIES (PHCS) 196970 * 18 9 15 10 6 - 58
1973 ¢ 31 18 25 16 12 10 112

OTHER INSTITUTZONS "
Leprosy Subsidiary Units b 2 - - - " - 2
NUMBER OF DOCTORS 1969-70 " 84 2 2 1 1 - 90
1973 - 124 5 13 B : 6 4 160
POPULATION PER DOCTOR " 6,273 22,372 8,108 8,3%2 8,045 10,397 7,200
T B, HOSPITALS " 1 - - - - - 1
LEPROSY HOSPITALS » 1 - - -~ - - 1
V.D. CLINICS « 1 - - - - - 1
Pm HEALTH CENTRES " g8 b 3 - 2 1 - 12
PRIMARY HEALTH SUl-CENTRES 28 5 2 5 2 - 38
PAMILY PLANNING CLINICS " - 1 i 1 - - 12

. 27. Issued by the Departmont of Statistics, (Manipur),
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nature éf work also affects their health and ultimately
bﬂngu about their ruin.

. Anather area vhere there has been uneven dmlupméht.
has bem in the ficld of education. The Meiteis were more
fortunate to have beon colonised and to have received thc
Western education from the colonisers, Thus recorded in
the Adninistrative ReportZSof 1509-10, in the valley there
ware alfeady 56 primary schools, while in the hills there
ware only 7 primary schools. Seven decades have already
gone by, and considering the mumber of educational centres
that are available is just minimal. In the Hills, the
educstional develcpment has been main dze to Christian
missionariss., They were the ones wvho really opened the
syes of the Nagas and Xukis, therefore vhatever sfucational
achisvoment the hill people have attained due acknowledg-
ment must be glven to Christian missionaries. In the next
page is given the chart showing the achieysmert of each
district. A closer lock st the chart shows that’, the
aducational deéelapment in the state has been uneven,
and this has resulted in the dissatisfaction of the hill

28, Dhattacharya, M., Gagettegr, (Manipur),
(Calcutta, 1963), p.373.
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EDUCATION snem :ﬁ?ﬁ«%”

~

| . Contral Morth  South _ Bast  West  Tong- ..o
Item - Unit  @istrict district district district daistrict district | |
N 2 3 4 5 6 78 9
Pre«Primary yschmls No. 1 - - - - - 1
Primary/J8 Schools " 1,486 511 416 255 236 2% 3,160
Middle Schools . g7 10 20 4 8

- 109
Senior Dasic Schools " 145 3 38 39 o1 22 328

High/Higher Secondar
mﬁth;ghrposa smng b 139 26 20 15 4 3 207

Secondary Schools , .

with elective ' ‘ ,
Soience Colleges i 11 \ - - - - - 11
Collegos - . 4 - i 1 - - 26

29. 1ssued by The Department of Statistics, (Manipur).



people. The students from the hills often cannot afford

to go ahead in their studies, becanss of the nonavailability
of achools and colleges. The contimiation of the studies
depended on many factors, but the most important one would
be the scomomic factoX. The hill pecple, on account of
their poor soil, are badly affected in their economy.
Therefore often they are unable to send their children for
studies out of their own locality or district. The plight
of the poor are indeed very pathetic. Often students with
bright ﬁﬁw& have to surrender to the forces of nature

and {Y%e contended with their lot. The chart on &fucation
ahemr clearly how till today proper efucationai facilities
have not been extended to the hill areas. PFor post-matric
studies, out of 26 collogn} only two eaum are located
in the hill areas, viz, in Churachandpur (scuth district)
and Ukhrul (east district). This does not kect the require-
ment of postematric students who want to contime in their -
studies, but on account of nonavailability of colleges,

are forced to drop out.

It is true that the valley offers hetter opportunities
for rapid development ané the cost of development there are
much less than the hilis. But this cannot be an excuse for



neglecting the hill areas. Instead more programmes should
be taken up inorder to improve the region¢ The hill region
offers ample amenities for the development of hydroe-
electric power, cottage industries like saw mills’ paper
mills, etc: The poople are economically backward and are

- unable to develop thaomsslves on their own., Only thrmg!;/
proper assistance from the government can they improve

~ their economy.

In ordasr to develop the srea, the first and mose
Important task of the govermment should be to improve the
raad_ttanspo:t 4n the hills. The only remarkable achieve-
ment that go far the govermment has achieved has been the
1ink-road to the various district headquarters, apart
from it, the infra-structure of the hills had been
neglected for the past yesrs. Tha Manipur fublic Work
Department has been cohcsntrating only in the valley.

' That is one of the reason why, the Central Valley has a
'vm"y good netﬁ-awerkvaf communication compared to the Hills.
There are regular bus-services reaching sven the remote
cornors of the valley. On the other hand thare are no
regular bus services other than those between the capital
and the district headguarters. This is the biggest set
back of the hill pecpla. A poor villager has to walk or
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journey many miles on foot in order to get to the nearest
bus station. Once the roads are linked properly the
‘aconomy of the Nagas and Kukis can be improved upon. As
it is, they are unable to sell their produce, The fact
is clearly shown on the Map. The infra-structure in the
hill areas is very poox, there are no roads linking up
the various district headquarters. With such poor
facilities, one cannot expaet the aa%’xw of agri-
culture, industry and social services.

The region has Z1i!fsrent climstic conditions
congenial for the cn!.t&yatim of various types of temperate,
tropical and mb-tropical .m“'. Thev provids tirber,
roundwood and tuat‘; alongwith banhoos and canes, turpentine
and resin, dalchint, our, fibres, oils; honey, wax and
medicinal herbs.’® The fruits found in this area are
pinespples, oranges, limes, lemons, pears, peaches, plums,
| gnava.-..étc.n The pecple (Hill) have not been able to

utilise these natural gifts properly mainly on account of
ths lack of properx tranqmzt « The Agriculture bﬂp&t&hent

o

3c. Sindgh, R.P., WW
31. Manipur, p.l4.
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has established the fruit preservation factory in order to
safequard and preserve the fruits. / |

| Agatn the natural mineral resources of the region
has not been tappea.) According to the \Gaologieal Survey
of India, there are mineral deposited in this region;
thus for instance, limestone, asbestos, nickel, copper,
liguite, etc, are found in the East district. If due
attention is given to the various regioné and allowed to
develop according to their own potentialities, dmlopment
would have been more and there would not have been so
mich disparity in the state either. |

) The economic factor has also played an important
role in the relationship of the ethnic groups. As one
sees it today, the search for economic prosperity, has
lead to competition and also conﬂzce'., 'm;n is seen
betwesn the Valley and Hills, as well as among ¢he hill
pecple themsslves, loocking back to the past, one can know
only the few recorded accounts by the British officérs.
Nothing specific has been written, as to their social
intercourse. It seem that the rapport among the ethnie
group was not particularly encouraging. Hodson in his
book, the Naga Tribes of Manipur, wrote: "...is found an
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explanstion of the curious custom which allowed the
Tangkiuls to loot thse women vendors at the Sena Kaithel

of certain articlea én the day of the Hao mmgbanﬂt

the Naga sports, Others f£ind in it a3 reminiscence of

the frequent z‘mgmf raids on the Valley or their pilfer-
ing habits.”>* again it has been mentioned that from the
earliest recorded Ghronicles of Manipur dated 1435, said
that often the Tangkhuls attacked the Manipuri settlements
on the edge of the Valley.’> With the establishment of
British rule the Nagas were gradually forced to come to
terms with the British. This was possible only because

of the presence of a superior force in the state udder

the British Raj. The raids of the Nagas often affected
the law and crder of the state, po to put an end to them
the British promulgated the Inner Line Regulation of
18733%¢0 prevent plain peeple from venturing into the
hill areas. If they so desired it', permiasion of the
Deputy c‘mﬁss:leﬁers was necesssry violation of (requlation)

33. Hao in Manipuri means Naga and Chaugba = to jump.

34. ﬁm, TOCQ’. :E& & B Tti.bes of m%' p.?.
35. Ibid., p.il.

36. Gait, B,, A Hist ﬁ of Assam, (Calcuttat Thacker



order was punishable. This prevented the direct mm:»
course between the Valley and Hill pecple. Apart from
it nothing in pmimzar is known about thelir relation
ship.

The Nagas and Kukis 4id not seem to have good
relations as recorded by the British administraters,
The two ethnic groups seemed to live in constant fear and
rribulation. Suspicious of each other, they raided and
plundered each other at tha. most oprortune noments.
Thus, during the Raki Rebellion of 1917-18, the Nagas
in the West district and a few villages in the East had
to face the wrath of the Kukis. This is what Sir Andrew
Clow® 'wrote about the Kuki-Naga relations "...they have
a traditional hostility to the Nagas and serious Kuki
rebellion of 1917-16 was partly due to this”.>2 And the
Nagas in their turn also ovenged their past, especially
during the underground movement of the Nagas. Even to
this day, they have not settled their account. There
are occasional feuds. The latest took place on the isme

37. Sir Anfrew Clow was the Governor of
Assam, ’ o

38. Clow, Sir Andrew, mtmmmmfﬂs
W. Shillongs Assam Government

Press, 1945), p.d.
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of the creation of Sadar Hills @istrict. They are united
only vhen they have t o confront the Meiteis. Otherwise,
both sre at Gaggers drawn. This has hampered the
developmernt of their own society and others as well.
Above all, instability arising out of such hostility has
contributed very greatly to their economic backwardness.

Ancther factor which has affected the economy of
the state as a whole has baen the introduction of Western
education., It is true that education has brought about
enlightenment and changes in the society. But at the
same time it has rendared many helpless and m;sarable.
The change from an agricultural society to a society of
govermment office seckers, has affected the economy of the
stste. Earlier pesple would be educated in the art of
. cultivation and so there was some m of éal_f-mffictaucy
in soctety. But with the introfuction of education pecple
left this occupation, and those who were educated dsveloped
& false notion sbout those who worked in the fields.
Another reason was that pecple looked up to persons; who
were educated and due respect was given tb tﬁem. According
to the Census of 1971, literacy in Manipur was 32.91 per
cant), and there are over one lakh persons’’ who are unemployed

39. Manipur Today, ( Government of Manipur: Directorate of
Information and Fublic Relations), p.3.
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in the aﬁatgs. Failure to utilize preperty the man
power of the state has been a great disadvantage to
the state.

Another bone of contention and hotly debated
topic 1s the question of reservation. As laid down
in the Directive Principles, the socially and economi-
cally deprived commnitios are to be glven reservaticn
of seats in services, posts...etc. in order to raiso
their social status. Manipur has been no th to
this. The Hill pecple had been meglected and looked
down upon by the Valley pecpls because of religious and
' social differences. Therefora, to improve their lot,
a ﬁiractazm for Welfare of Tribals and Backward Classes
had been fnstituted in 1975,% In Jemary 1976 an
- advisory board for the welfare ¢f scheduled caste and
scheduled tribes was formed under the chairmanship of
é tribal Mlia, »Again‘. to further the interest of the
Hill people, a Hill areas committeo inclusive of only
Hill MlAg has been constituted. In order to safeguard

4‘6. ﬁanimo P «2e



the rights of the Hill people no legislation can be
passed without £irst consulting the Hill Committee,
Then, as proposed by the Committee, provision has been

made for the reservation of seats in services:

Scheduled Tribes ¢ 31 % (class I to IV)
Schedled Castes s 2% {class X to 1IV)

However, this has been implemented only in theory.

Hardly § per cent of the posts reserved for scheduled
castes or sehemied tribes are filled. On the other hand
there fs constant clamour from the Meiteis to scrape out
the reservation of sesty. It is their contention that
the Hills and plain are the same and no differentiastion
between them should be there. By contimuing the British
policy of divide and rule, the situation in Manipur would
not improve, ingtead it mldhonly widen the gap. On
the other han’d.. the NHagas and Kukis have a stromg feeling
that without the reservation poliey, they would be totally
neglected by the rule of the majority.

Political Set Up

Even prior to the coming of the British, the Princes
of Manipur had no real control over the Hill areag. The
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Maharajas exercised only nominal control over those
hill people who had settled at the foot hills, otherwisz“.;
the Hagas and Kukis were as independent and sovereign,

as the Meiteis. This can be verified from the adminis-
trative set up in the hills and plain. The Nagas had

a democratic set up, the Kukis had an atocratic chief
(hdireditary) who commanded the respect and humble
obudim of the whole commnity. The Nagas on the other
hapZ governed the village on the basis of popular cohsensus.
The chief could be either elected or he reditary, but the
authority of the chief was checked by the village elders,
vho cmat&tﬁteﬂ the village council. 7The Meiteln had a
monarchical form of government’, the monarch was sbsolute,
the prosparity and glory of the kingdom depended very much
on the personality of the monarch., After the British
took over the Hill areas remain unaffected for various
reasons. The British found it almost impossible to

eort rol the Hill peopls, beeansa*their wild nature.
Secondly, it was beyond their reach to control completely
the Hills. Thirdly, they found the adninistrative system
of the Nagas and RKukils, acfeptable and therefore they 4id
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. not feel the need to interfer further. They allowed the
Nagas and Kukis to continue to administer with their own
laws, customs snd traditions. ThE British found'to control
the wild Hill men, it would be wreng to ctate that the
Hill people were under the administrative control of the

Meitei Maharajas.

The dividing lins betwean the hills mg plain
became more viaible; with the consolidation of the British
regime in Manipur. The British concern in the hills had
been only the mubmission of the Hill peeple. Ecomomically
the zregion was not viable and therefore they took no
interest in it as such., They foresaw that it would be
more a burden than a profit to the economic lust. They
only subjfgated the Hills and hrought them under the asgis
of the politicsl agent of Manipur. Through this strategy
they hoped to control the Hills and plain and bring about
a ‘status quo' in the state. Thus; during this period,
the relsticnship was one of friendship and enemity or in
cther words was ab unpredictable relationshiy.

The situation in the Hills was no better. The
Kukis and Nagas contimied to remain in constant feuds;
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even though they " .3 shared the rocky mountaing, bored '
the burden of hard 1ife, found no common cause end unity

in their struggle. Bach remained sgparate and a distinct

- community. Geographically they lived next doar but socially
and culturally they 1lived miles apart from each other.

Why the Xukis and Nagas were not able to mingle and lived
together was that the Nagas had always cbjected to Forceful
occupation of the Rukis in the Naga areas., The settlement
had been done through the comnivance of the Britich and
Manipuri Raj. The Nagas were helpless to oppose such
forceful occupation, especially vhen it was dome by a mighty
power, the British Raj. In this way the British were =ble
to play a dubious role inorder to keep the state of affairs

The departure of the British only gave way to another |
imperialist nation. The constitutional monarchy was  °
introduced ut it proved a failuro end finally it was

merged to India. This aspect of the event will be
discussed in a later chapter. It should be said here that
all through the years the Meiteis had to put up a strong
opposition and struggle inorder to attain their goal of



60

statehood. The problem was with the Hill pecple, who were
inﬂiffmnb £o and unconcerned sbout sttehood. Therefore,
when Manipur attained statchood, ways and means were
formilated to make the Hill pecple mors a part of Manipur
than Mizoram or Nagaland, The existing sub-divisions

of Ukbrul, Mao=Maran or Churachandpur were changed to
Manipur East District (Ukhrul) or Manipur South District
(Crachandpur). %1 This was done tnorder to conscientize
the Hill people of their being a part of Manipur,
Therefore, the asttainmant of statehood was no solution to
the existing problem. The people diffored in their
political aspirations and even the political set up was
not satisfactory to the people. Ths tonomous Hill
District Councils were introduced but till today they
have nct been able to function as sutonomous bodies.

State politics often overshadows the proper functioning

of the district council, in matters like the election of
Chatrman, appointmentsy budget...etc. In a way the
district councils function like the weather-cock, there
is no autouomy as such when it comes to the practice of

41. ¥ r, {Calcuttas Bastlight
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the powers. The autonomy of the district councils is
checked by the Deputy Commissioner of the District.

Even the Chairman of the District cﬁ;ncil has to give I
into the supervision and control of the Doputy Comission.
Ag such, the so-called autonomy is only a neminal power
of the district council.

In the five hill districts of Manipur, six autonomous
hills district council had been established. The Rorth
district has two aatonomous district counsils, while in
the plain the Gram Panchayats are at work. 5o even in
in the field of administration a distinction has been
made between the Hills and plain. The authorities are
aware that no same pattern of administrative set up would
work in the Hills and plain, B y introducting the District
Couneil’, the anthorities had hoped to pacify the demands
of the Hills, but quite on the contrary it has only added
more fuel td their desire for separation.

Despite éheir vastness, the Hill areas are very
sparsely populated. On the contrary, the valley is
densely populated. Thus, in the legislative Assembly,
the valley people are in a position to influence the
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| | Central North  South East  West  Teng~ | ‘
Sl.  Item dlatrict daistzict district aistrict district diserict Menipur
1 2 3 4 5 6 - 1 8 9

1. No. of seats
( MoLeoA ) 41 6 s 3 3 2 6o
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law-making body. Manipur has a unicameral legislature,
consisting of sixty elected seats. aAccordingly the
Valley has 41 seats and the Hills have 19 seats. The
chart cnp}:62 shows the éistrict-wise distridution of the
constituert seats. It clearly shows the unequal distri.
but foni of seats in the state. Being in the majority,

the Valley has a better say in the decisione-making body
than the Hills. As a result the Valley has bencfited most
ever since Manipur attained ststehood.

Another important factor has been the disunity
among the Hill MIAs. The ethnic line has played an
important role. They Valley politicians have been able
to play one group against the other. If the Hill MiAs
stocd ané fought together, their say in the Assenbly would
have been more. As things stand, they are divided ané
therefore, oporate only as interest groups in state politics.
apart from this, they have not been able to sort out their
ideological differences. The domard for integration with
Nagaland or Hizoram, has been one of the main drawbacks
in Manipur politics. Sometimes politicians have raised
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the issue from the other states, as happened in 1978, when
Brig Sailo {Chief Minister of Mizoram) and Mrs. Rano Shaiza
(MP of Nagaland) demanddd for the integration of the two
communities to the respective states. The Meiteis felt
very tense and unecasy about such statements and demanded
immediate retraction and apologiss to the people of
Manipur for attempting to destroy their integrity. Some
even vent to the extent of saying that 1f the Hill people
were so keen to integrate, they should leave the State.
This problem had been highlighted earlier in the state
Asgembly by R.K. Dorendro, who had vehemently spoken against
the integration of the Nagas of Manipur with Nagaland.

®+s. In this connection let me mention the

background, A large section of poople from

Naga irhabited areas of Manipur joined the

Naga underground movement and bome of therm

died in the struggle. For what cause they

have dedicated their lives. It was for the

cange of an independent Nagaland including

all the Naga irhabited sreas. This is the

most fmportant background...Shillong Peace
Accord has come... It means their demand
has failed, Why they agree to such easy
terms at the cost of several lives? No they
will hsve to demand scmething more very
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shortly. The Nagas involved in the satd
struggle are from the West district, East
district, North district and even from
Tergnoupal. Though they are unable to
achicve their demands these lands in

HManipur may become part of Greater

Nagaland when constituted... Due to
difficulties in geographical features
Tengnoupal...may not be included but the

Baga inhabited contiguous areas like Rorth,
East and West district will bas included

in the proposed Greater Nagaland. If these
lands where we have been co-existing with

its people since time Ummemoriszl have to

be separated from us to join Greater
Nagaland, then it will be a grave danger

to us. That is why my friend Haokholal
Thangjom has stated that if the proposed
Greaster Hagaland has to affect the integrity
of Manipur as will as its territory, we will
- have to revolt against the government. Thus
thare will be a serisus war that will be wage
by those who don‘t like to less the integrity
of Manipur. The said war will bs more serions
than that of the Nagaland underground
activities,* =

vol.m.tv, %th and 2Tth October, 1977,
Eleventh Session, p-174.



This is one of the roasons why even the Meitedl
underground leader Bisheshwar has condemned the theory
of 'Meiteis for Meitels®, ‘Nagas for Nagas® and ‘Mizos
for Mizos', Instead he stands for the unity of all the
Mongolold race as one. Efforts have been made for the
unity of the Meitai-Naga-Mizo undergrounds. If such
unity takes place, the struggle and liberation of the
region, as they put it, from the Delhi Bandits may
gradually materialize.

Apart from the underground activities, politicians
have capitalised upon the situation. There is hue and
cry in the state, because politicians and administrators
have not served the people's interest. Instead, they
have indulged themselves in all sorts of vices, bribery,
nepttism, favouritiss...etc. These malpractices have
arcuse the gentiments of the younger gensration. It has
been one of the main reasons why youth in their frustra-
tion have joined the underground movements.

Another reason wvhy Manipur has remained always a
hot spot, or trouble area, is the political stability
of the atate. The politicians are not guided by
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principles and ideologies; instead theyq‘fgften aras gni.m
by personal gains., People are still ignorant and
simple, therefore they have fully exploited the ‘gooMsa
of the people. The politiclans seek only power and
nothing else. Thus in 1977 afecer the lokh Sabha election,
when Janaota came to power, almost all MIAs defeated to
the Janata Party. The same trend was witnessed vhen
Congress-1 returned to power in 1980. The politicians
have no conviction and sp it has le:: to the political
instability of the state, permitting legislative memders
to defect at their sweet will, The reason behind it

is that the politicians have no party conviction nor
comnittment to the party ideologies, instoad they
functioned as opportunists, ever ready to change party
at the most opportune moment.

Moreover, politics 4in Manipur is highly influenced
by sthnic lines. Thus, a Naga will think, act and
exercise his political rights in terms of being a Naga.
In 1ike manners would the Kukis and the Meiteis. The
ethnie dboundary has been drawn very deep anéeom
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the crack would require a herculean effort. People are
not cohcerned about ideology of political parties;
instead the first cahsidaraticn is whether a petson is
a Raga, Kuki or Meitei. Then other factors come into
play. Thus in 1572 election a host of ethnic based
parties came into dbeing, i.e, United Naga Integration
Council, Mizo Integration Council, Kuki National Assenbly,
who put up their own candidates to Eith the ealections,
Again no plain candidste has dared till today to £ile
his or her nomination in the Hill areas or vice.versa.
Nor will a Naga £ile his nomination in a Kuki or Mizo
inhabited area, unless he is sure of his success through
party politics. But saldom even national and state
parties had succeeded to penetrate through the ethnic
boundary *s. The Congress Party failed badly in the 1972
election, At Ukhrul district the Congress could not get
even a single seat, while the United Naga Integration
Council secured three seats (out of four) and one seat
went to an Independent, shri Yangmaso Shaiga, With
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the exception of Congress no other political party

at the state level contested elections in 1972 in
this district. In like mamner;, other districts had
almost the same story. The people are not very
enthusiastic sbout national parties and their
1deologles. Whst the pecple want {s their own men and
their own party contesting the election. As sgch it
is difficult to predict and count the chicks before
they are hatched.



ROOPS OF CONPLICY
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Manipur is a conglomeration of many tribes, but
broadly they can be classified into three dominant groups)
the Meiteis, Kukis and Negas. Desides these three sthnie
groups there are also Pangalis and Mayamgs, who constitute
only a small section of the population, This chapter
will deal with the roots of conflicts, focussing mainly
on the historical and cultural;, racial), religious, linguistic
aspects. It is an attempt to analyse the variocus factors
that have centributed to the sort of sthnic relations that
cbtain in the state.

On account of lack of proper hlﬁwi&l records and
documents;, tracing of the origin of these groups is not
possible. But there are certain facts, traditions, folke
lors and stories that facilitate the formulation of theories
of the origin of theses various groups. As to the
historicity of these theories, it will be upto the histo-
rians to verify them, |

It is an accepted fact that the original inhabitants
of Manipur belong to the Mongoloid stock. This is svident
from their general characteristics and outlook, even though
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soms Meiteis refute and demy such an accepted fact and
instead trace their origin from the mma:

According to Horam, the Mgiteis 3 "...though now
forms a distinct group’, were once a part of the Naga
family. Similar habits, manners, customs and beliefs),
many of which still linger inspite of the changes brought
by various factors”.’ But this has been denied and
refuted by some of the Meitei intellectuals on the ground
- that the Meiteis belonged to a different ethnic group.

. There are others who hold the view that the Meifein were
_once. part of the tribal family; ivhabiting the Hi1l

aress. This view is mmwmzmmzm v

| They base tha:r view on the tmit!ons am! the philoaaphlcal
‘afunitin mﬂ on the fact that thc ceremony of amaiag
the thrm was performed in Naga dress and thc *Zimchavw?

| or grul: house the original rum of the hill chief,
vas built in Naga fashion.’ But there are diverse thecries
that try to explain the m‘igin of the !httd community.

-

X. me, ﬁt, ) ‘n.lhil aaan Pabliﬂlinq
- ca:pozatian, 19757, p.42.

2.

3. Allen, B.C., Hill aniour {mmzs ctan
M}.icatm’ 980), p.l . '
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ne sich theory is that the *Meitel Ariba'’, vhich trace
the origin to the Tibeto-Burman stock and this theory
is in 1ine with the belief of the Hill people. As
McColleck puts it "there is far more ground to concluds
them (Meiteis) to be the Jescendants of the surrounding
hill tridbes"” .‘ |

According to a sscond theoty known as Nongchmup
Haram {westerner) the Meiteis trace their origin to the
aryan stock and thus identify themselves with the
woegterners. 7This legand can be traced from the puranic
writings and it has beccme a common belief among the -
Meitai Hindus that they are the descendants of Arjuna
and the present Manipur is the Manipur of Mahabharata,
where Arjuna was defested in a battle by his own son
Babrubshana.® This is an untenable story and has coused
mich controversy among scholars and m.iliecwaw; as
well as misanderstanding and apathy among the younger
generation. The youth emaeiény consider thﬁ:lr
descent from Arjuna as a cock and bull stery. Wneil
today they had been taught that they belong to tha Aryan

4. Singh, L.I., W (Drphat:
Mvirangkhom, 1960), p.13. ; -

5. Iemki Singh, N., Manipur and the Mainstream
(Deind, 1975), p.33.
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stock, Instesd now there is a revival among the ymﬂii.

| :‘ta go back to their old cule, script and religi.un. They
dntm anything of ‘Hinduism'®, so mdx so that ‘Hinduism®
_anﬂ, to be an Indian make no 4iffercnce.

The third theory speaks of their origin as people
ming fronm the east, m_m and advocate their
ethnw affinity with the Shan tribes of Thailand. To

\ .tha Meiteis immigrated from Southerm China
Yunam previnci across tha valley of the river I_rraaaday.
mding to Perberton the Maiteis were dencendants of
‘a Tar eo!ony which probably emigrated from the Rorthe-
East berders of China during the Sanguinary conflicts for
supreanasy, ﬁsich took place betwesen the different members
of the Chinese and Tartar dynasties in the thirteanth and
fmm':eenth centuries. another explanstion given by
Lairemmayum Iboongohal Singh was that: '
®.:omany people from the east and west were
forced to pettle in FRanipur as war captives.

Some were brought by the good kings of

Manipur to have the cast duty dome by them,

Those who came from the West wore known as

Kongchupheror and those from the gast as

Boughokharam. They wers all merged to the
Manipuri community.”

. 6. Gait, Sir Edward, A g_z_sgm of Assam, p.321.
7. Singh, L.I., Introduction to Manipur, p.ll.
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Another acc:@te"d theozy among the Meiteis is that
they are supposed to be the ammeam.a of four old
tribes, viz, Khumal, Iluang, Moirang and Meitei. This
theory is supported by MeCulloch and accerding to him,
it i3 the most credidle explanation of thatr origin. 1In
the course of history, the Meitei 'clan or salait,
beeam very powerful and graduslly ass!nﬁ&ni:ad the other
salais, into their salais. Thus the Meitei (Meimman,
tel = separate or different) soclety was formed by the
amalgamation of the different salais, 8o .::nﬂay they are
able to identify themselves as one commnity. In Manipur,
the Meiteis are the most advanced group and dominate
in every walk of life. But 1ike the Hill people their origin
is still obscoie ang &ffwnit to awaﬂ;aiw. uniess a
corelated ahsm or study is mm!t of the Hill people.
Therefore a paep into the oxigin of the Rin people as
handed down by tradition will highlicht some of the
facts; which cotrespond to e some of thy bollef of the
Meities.

hsceurity and uncertain nﬁo cﬁ the mn paopu
havu made oven thci: origin m ebsmru md abuvi.ms.
The actual recorded hist;ay of the Hill mm hogin
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with the coming of the British. Being ignorant and
isolated from the athar cor'twnitua. they falled to
possess a script of their osn. But that 4id not prevent
them from having their history), handed down in the form
of folk-lores, storiss, customs...etc, from generation
to generastion. How far are these stories, folk-lores
relisble and correspond to history is a matter for study
. and ressarch. Therefore one cammot simply reject it

on the basis of lack of historical evidence; chronology,
because thess stories give certain hints or cluss to
their history. So basing on these assumptions or
hypothesis one will have to make a desper study and
research on the history of these hill groups.

As already stated sarlisr the Hill people can be
broadly grouped into two groups or communities, the
Kukis and the Nagas. The Meiteis call the Hill people by
general name of Haow® or Chingmi. To a non-inhabitant
of Manipur, the people of Manipur are the same, no
distinction is made between various ethnic groups. But
a Meitels will make a distinction between a Naga and a

Kuki vice versa. |

8., Haow is a term, used by the Meitels, with some sort
of contempt and dispece to the
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Geographically, the Nagas have concentrated mainly
in West, North and Horth-east of Manipur state. Only
a fow Naga conmunities ars found in the South-Easty like
‘the Moyoss, lamkadgs and Anals. The Kukis have no land
of their own, they are a wahdering race and they are found
everywhare, but today they are mainly found at Sader Hills
(Naga area) and Scuth district of Manipur.

There are ssveral Naga tribes and there are as many
 versions of their origin, as there are tribes and
subetribes. But it is a commonly acknowledged fact that
the Nagas belong to Tibeto-Chinese group, mainly to
Tibeto-Burman sub-family. It is speculated by many
scholars that st one time the Nagas must have wandered,
before they finally decided to settle at the present

~ place. Some are of the cpinion that the Bagas are related
to the Hatives of Bormwo. But whatever may be the
amm and speculations of the scholars, one common
feature prevalent in almost all the legends or stories

is their place of origin. Most of the Nagas point as
their place of origin to Meikhal, a small village between
Mao and Maram area about 10 miles south east of the
present town of Kohima. It was from Meikhel that the Nagas



dispersed t6 the different roqim*. because by then
population had increased, and econumically the area was
_ mot viable. Another interesting legend handed down
“was that the Rukis, Meitsis and Nagas vere all one
people, from a comwn ancestor, who had three sons’, wvho

h-cm the progenitors of thass sthnic gma.m

" It is not really possible to trace, exactly from
where the Nagas have originated. It still remains in
cbscurity. But one important factor which mast be kept
in mind is that, these Nagas had bean often subjected to
invasions from outsiders. . Therefors it is quite
possible that a partieular group of tribe might have
acespted & m!minﬂ themaslives cn account of pressure
from the conquerors. Such events can bdring about changes
or adaptation in the way of living, social structure or even
lost of ones culture. This had 4n fact taken placse in e
- the ¥Meitei society, by their acceptance to Hindu réugian‘.
& complete transformation took place. The Maiteis becoms
Hindus, But the Nagas irhabiting the Hills of Manipur

9.

i1, mesm-r mlﬁ include Burmese, shans’, Hindus and
Bnglish.
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were not in the uaat tmch:d by such external forces.
E'hey renaim a distinct qrwp ausptta the many hardshlpt
that t‘hay had to endure.

- The Yagas of Manipur are still fighting for the
integration with the other Nagas, because they have been
separated on account of the British colonial policy .
i‘hé:efare their aspiration to Join édth thc rest of the
- Naga mheks%‘ will pose a major ’th"t‘oat to the irtegrity
. of the Meitei-Manipur. |

The mnﬂgrmpmztuutasmm“w
Kukis, They toc belong to the Morgolold stock, but they
differ fundamentally from the Nagas and Metteis. 7o
Some extent their coming and settlement in Manipur can be
| traced; since thay cam st a mch latar ataq-.' according
to Sir James Jm the xukis sra a wandering race,
consiating of several ttibas difimnt from the Nagas
" and Metteis, *“Their original hm cannot be correctly
ascertained, but thezre sean to be traces of them as far
as the Malaya Fﬁuﬁmla‘.n -Thcy mz?a' ﬁk&. heard of

-

12. according to the Linguistic Survey of India, vol,IIX,
part IXX, coopiled by G.A. Grierson on 19045 the groups
of tribes forming Mki ares xushazaﬁ Rang¥hols”
Thadous, Paites’ Vaipheis, Hmars &ngu, ?Qn, Anals,
Chirus, Koms, Mmlt.,ota.

13. gj&;’:ﬂhm, Bir Janes) I an . Hi 5.’
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as Kukis'* 1n Manipur between 1830 and 1840 though
tribes of the same :'m had bean subject to the Raja

Of Manipur. The arigin of the word Kkl is not known
but it seems that it first appeared in Bengal Rawlins
writings of the Quois or ‘Mountaineers of Tipra® in
Astastik Ressarch (11, xit) in 1‘!92‘.35_ According to soms
~ Zomi scholars; mmnmcmpsamaftm-mm,

; haviﬂq ai;nﬂar W&m&. manners; customs and language.
The nmmkt and hin are not mioxm and have baen given
to them by their neighbours, Kuki as an Assamese of |
'aengau name given by them to all hill tribes in their

| o8, Chin is the Burmsse nams to 21l the

people in the country betwaen Barms and éssm,m

© Stewart Gescribed two groups of Kukis on the basis
of their arrival in Manipur, the first group or the old
Rukis clans, emigrated from the jungles of Tipperah the
hilly country south of Cacher some SO or 60 years that is

2.4; m&:&. is used by m!:hx‘mglngma 2nd adwinistrators to
. generalize, & group of noheNagas., Whatever be the
erigin of the tem ‘Fuki®. It is clear that this term
wag used for danoting Hill people pushed away m
fnshal Hills. There iz agne element of contempt,
sense of abume, an asperrion cast on the psople, who
are callad by this term.

18, Shaw, WALY Lar, ’ﬁo!:aa an the %asou mu"
3&1‘&!& W!;ﬁﬁ!i\h 1928 cal& :. | ’ nQ01‘
d‘kﬁ.? 1929, p.li.
16. Zoml Today, Quarterly Magazine, p.3.



around 1800 A.D.}7 They consistes of the tribes 1ike

Aimol, Anal, Chothe, Chiru, Koirao,Koireng, Kom, lamkang,
Purum, Vaiphei and Hrangkhol Beite of Cachar district of
Assam. The new RKuki clans were the Simte’ Thadou, Paite
eov@te, who came to Manipur in the mid of the 19th century
around 1844. As sald earlier, Major Mo, Call viow the
4&11:.1 tribes as belonging to the same stock as the Chin and
lushais and their original home in the Chin Hills.l®
z‘hereforu, sthnologically, they belonged to the RKuki~-
Chin family and it is interesting to note that tribes
living in the Chin Hills of Burma, still contimue to come
to Manipur to settle down.

When the second wave of Kuki immigration to Manipur
occured, Colonel McCallach was the then political agent .!®
He apcommodated thaa in different strategic pockets of
the state, ond at the sametime utilized them as irregular
troops to fight against the Nagas., This policy of Colonel
McCulloch of planting Ruki settlements, on exposed
frontiers induced the Bengax cherment +o adopt the same
measure, By virtue of their poucy, they (British)
succecded in stigmatizing in the heart of every Kuki and

-

17. Dalton Edward Zuite, Des
(Calcutta, 1872), p.49.

i8. Sen. Gupta, A.K.,, "Ilushei-Xuki Clans = Re-examined”,
M@W‘o vol.aexid, no.3,
September- , ., 1969, ph3sd.

19. Johnstons, Manipyr and Nags Hills, p.25.
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Raga a feeling of bitterness and hatred against one another.
This has further estrange their relationship.

Secondly through their policy of ‘divide and rule’
they separsted the Hills and plain and instilled in their
mind, the sense of distinctress and alienation, Thus
dividing the hills and plain horizontally and vertically.
Had Manipur boen & united state; history could have been
quite different. But since it was a heterogenscus
commnity, it was easy on the part of the conguerors to
play obe against the other. In this way, maintain a
policy of ‘status quo’ and pursue their aim and objectives.

- ton
Religion, in the 1ife of thess ethnic groups has
been an important factor in determining their relationship.

Prior to the coming of Hinduism and Christianity’, very
1ittle 13 known, but it is an accepted fact that the groups
were animista., The division between the Hills and plain
becuns visible, with the acceptance of Hinduism by the
Valley people. Purther ridge was created, when the Hill |
pecple accepted Chrigtianicy.
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| Unlike the Hill pecple, the Meiteis had a recorded
history, especially after their baptiss to Hinduism.
Embracing Hinduism was a landmark na the histery of the
Msiteis. Their King ﬁﬁnnv Niwaz patronised the new falth
among his subjects.’® Shanti Das was the besrer of thise
new cult.With the support of the monarch, the new faith vas
forced upon the subjects and whoever cpposed or refused to
exbrace it fiers ostracized ¢  Gratually Hinduism became
the state religlon. This is how N. Toubi Singh described
about the advent of Hindutsm to Manipur. Hinduism cane
almost superficially formalities dominated the socisl scene.

~ The ruling clan found religion, to be more particular the

new cult, a convenient wempon for emploitation of the
people. The teachers of the new oult introduced a mumber
of disciplines in the social habits of the people. These
new habits divided the people into almost water-tight
‘compartments in the mattersof social'religions. Hindu
arthodony was pushed to the highest pitch so that the
relation between the Hindus and non-Hindus became highly
steined, The Valley pecple were socially sspareted from

X, Boy, I !

_ Y, (Caleuttas Bastlight
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the hill pecpls, who were more Erightened than tempted by
the new cult. The daily round of ba_zthiugg'.’ the slogans
of ‘touch me not‘, the self-style superiority of the
m converts to the indigenecus people who remained
outside the new cult either by their refusal or through
the rejection of the ruling c¢lan, social scens started
in a wrong diroctim'.n”m consequences that followed
~ were disastrous hcausa it created az: artificial society
with social strains and constraint. The Hill people were
considered as ‘untouchables’, and no Hill man was allowed
to enter their homs, Thus the concept of purity and

inpurity becams the dominating factor in their relationship,

Further Hinduism produced intra-Meitei stratificstion.,
mgn m&#oi.t ‘who :uainaa satisfied ufith the t:gdittml
religiog wers treated as “out caste”. Another section of
outcaste comprised ofi;' those puliished by the King for their
violation of Hindu socisl customs and marital rmlations,.
The former eatagary of ‘outcvaste was named tc_o&zz and the
later as Yaithibi. 'rodajr Sul:h tl» categories are recognized
as the scheduled castes of Manipur unﬂ# the constitution

of India.

21. Tombi Singh, B, Man the Mainsty
(Delhs, 1975), p.89.

22. Hm‘ TaCo, The *Lth.g‘ P‘.mt



~ Secondly Hinduism brought caste system in the Heitel:

sa;clehy, Unlike the Indian caste systes, the Meited had
only tvo castes vir, the Brahmins and Rehatriya) who |
were Gnignateﬁhy the caste names of ’ghj}ggl and 'Singh’
respectively B s crested o psychoﬁgieal barrier
within th‘kAm- sadaty and ir decame a big impediment to
their social intercourse with other groups. Hindiism also
blurred the .tac&afl' and -cultural ﬁmtity of the Meiteis.
The Hindu leaders advovated the theory that the Meitel
belonged to the Aryan stock and that they were the descen-
~ dants of Arjuna. To show their total acceptance of the
new religion and aale, eanbmm“ ordsred the burning
of all traditional ascriptures, and strictly forbade the
chanting of religious songs and pravers in the local
language, Instead 'mab Padabali® of Bengal was taught
and the faithful wers encourage to learn, Béhgaln»' scyipt
was introMuced and gradually the Brahmin class dominated
‘the scene. The irrational exactions ﬁf_am'ﬁra!min on the
common pecple on the religious duties...stc, made their
life miserable. This gave rise to the rivalism of their
old cult and religion ‘Smamshi’. Naoria Phullo (1888 b)

. Dumy, 3t (ed.), ndta . & seci
Study, (Delhi: Concept Publishing Company, 1978
26. Tosbi, Singh, N.¥ Manigur s A Studv! p.42.

' ‘p GG".
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a young Msitei from Cachar took the lead, after passing

his matriculation examination, he entered the police
service but resigned from the post of S.1.of railway polive.
Lo 7euive the old cult he founded the Apokps Marup in Cachar
in 1930.2% His activities reached Manipur in late 30°'s),
initially the movemsnt was anti-Brahmin, then anti-Bengalee
8né later as anti-Hindu. And later it emphasised on the
netfonal fdentity of the Meiteis and gradually it became a
9@1&&@1 movement. The movement had the support of farmers,
businessmen and students. The Sanamahi took definite shape,
when Meitei Phurup was established ob May 1dth 1945.%

The members of Pmrup decided to revive the cultural heritage
of the Meitei paople’), to do mam in ancient histary and
other literature and lastly to revive the Meitei script.

The fundamental basis of Sanamahi movement is to rive the
Sanamehi?Tcult), the indigeneous of the Meiteis. The
Movement s still atrong and dislike anything that is Hindu
and Indian. The situation ia very pathetic, because,a genera-
tion gap has been created between the young and old. The

25. Kabui, G.;, “Social Reforms and Religious Movements in
Manipur Nineteenth and Twentisth Centurieas™,
Spectrum, vol.I, no.7, Jamoary 1977, p.3.

26. Ibid,, p.34.
27. Sanamahi is a household god which in Manipur, every

family Hindu(family) MVeitsi, even Manipuri Brahmin
worships. -
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younger generation are infavour of doing away with Hinduism,
while the older puople prefer to continue in the same
religion {Hinduiem).

The Hill pesople on tha other hand had not been
atfected by the proselytization of the Meitels to Hinduilsm,
They remained attached to the indigenous cult and religion.
Prior to the advent of Christisnity), religion to the Hill
pacple was centered around thwir activities and so were
governed by many superstitous belisfs. They believed in
the existence of {a) the Supreme God; (b) Ancestry worship
and {c) the presence of good and svil spirits on this
earth. according to Nagas, illness of a person is theft
of the soul by en ovil mirit.’® So in cases of sickness
a madicine man, vho s a fortunsteller and a physician
is called in to placate the evil spirits vho caused tihe
nlnos,s;” ‘Sacrifices are made to sppease the spirit.

In times of troudle and pestilence, the spirits of
the forefathers are worshipped. They believe that the
ancestral spirit have influence over the general prosperity

s, (London: MscMillan

28. ﬂfll!, JOPO' Ny ‘ ‘
and Company, 372, p.166.
29, rhildp, F P.J., The Crowth of By

1 {Gaihatis Christian Litctatm Centre,
1 —‘0 {).43.
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of their descendants. Therefore, they offer sacrifices
to appease the aspirits of the ancestors. Their religion
was simple, people cbsexved the orders of the priest
scrupulously and took the priest as next to God.

‘The coming of Christisnity opened a new world to .
them, It was a ‘providential’ blessing in disguise because?
with their acceptance to Christianity, the Wagas and -
ﬁzkiammmr‘umim. -

~ The work in the beginning was not an easy task,
evaryhers the missionaries were turned m. Besides,
because of the traditional rivalry | (hostility) between
the Nzgas end Kukis', prevented smd hindered the growth of
the new faith. Again in this ‘no man's land’, commmnica-
tion ywas extremaly A1fficult and 1ife unsafe. People
Tesisted the spread of Christianity’ it was only because
_of the undaunted spirit of the missionaries that
gradually the pecple accepted the new Mth Jo

- Fettigrew the great apostlao and bearer of mm.3s
light; arrived in Imphal on 6th Pebruory 1894, But




Political Agent, Major Maxwell cbfected to the preaching
| of Christ's message among the Hinou otehosax*i so."hc.uaa
miggested to work among the Hill people. Pettigrew
in 1895 toured the Tamgitml area North-Samt of Imphal and
decided on UKhrul for his centra. The first thing
Pettigrexw did was start a school. At tho start it was
a problen t6 get students, because the parents refused
to send their children, only at the insistence of Major
HMaxwall to the Teugidmul chiofs that 20 hoys were m‘lm
(Pebrusry, 1897).31 Unfustomed to discipline life the
students gave a lot of trouble to the missionaries., Only
~ after five years of hard labour in 1901, 12 boys attending
the achool confessed Christ and were bazptived. By 19507
the nurber had increasad to 70 membars, sitnatim became
critical vhen Pnttl.grw forbade the Chrmnm to paréici-
pata in a mlaqg fantival, aven though they had assured
hin was mm innocent, Most refused to aecept the rules,
with the result that the missionary vas left only with
seven faithfuls. These seven constituted the Tangkhul
chuxch were t Hollef!, Leishisar, M.K, Shimray, 7. Iuikham,
Kuishon, Machonthei and A. Poromaingh .>2 This was the

310 m’. f.ﬁ., ; & 3
1959). p.?ﬁ.

32. mtd., p.so.

od, (Gauhati,
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biggest test for the missionary after which the work
contimied rather smoothly. The growth of the Christian
population had been very rapid since 1901. The chart
given below’> shows the growth of Christianity, within

a short period. Today in Manipur after the Meitei Hindus,
Christians are next highest in percentage.

Year actual No.of
1891 -—
1901 45
1911 132
1921 4,050
1931 10,401

© 181 665394
1961 152,043
1971 279,243

Hare is a chart showing the distridution of popntation '
by religion of the year 1961 and 1971. So if we consider
the growth rate of the various religious population’) ie

is visibly shown that the orowth of Hinduism has decreased

33, Bhattacharys; Gagetter Manipur, p.134.
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DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION BY RELIGION OF THE YEARS 1961 AND 19?3,3‘

Census Total ' ,7 e A . . _ Othai: Religion
. Popullation Hindus Maslims Christions Sikhi Buddhist Jatin Religion not stated

3 2 -3 4 5 6 N B - ] 10 - -

1981 780,057 481,112 48,838 153,043 523 325 778 - . 96,668
61,68 6.23  19.49 0.07 004 0.10 12,39

1971 1072,753 632,507 70,969 279,243 1023 495 1,408 63,167 3,846
£8.98 6,61 as.«;:f 0.10 o8 o513 71.78 0.36

19611971 - ' | |

Growth rate 3149 606 @.69 96,56 52.31 80.90

34, W. (feries &, India), Paper 2 of 1972 -~ Religion, p.7.
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shile Christianity has increased cmsi«/tab).y.

According to Census 1971 powl&ém by religion, °*
the growth of Ohristians in the hill areas has been consiw ©
deradbly fast. Iooking at the chart) one can easily notice
that in the hill asreas, Nagas and Rukis have esbraced
Ghristianity and Christians dominate the other religious
groups in the Hills. The East district has the highest
per centage of Christians in the State and India { Census
1971). Here 1s a dhaﬂ:@"(zmlm the distribution of the
various religious groups in the Hill and plain districts
of Manipur. While in the plain the Hindus (Meitéis) still
constitute the majority. The third dominant religious
commnity 4s the Muslis, they constitute about 6.61 per cent
of the populatisn. The other religious groups ars outsiders,
not natives. So when one consider the religious commnity
1t would automatically mean the Hindus and the Christians
of the Stats. |

The fmpact of Ohristisnity on the life of the
peopls was marked by the significant transformation in
their sociall, sconomic and religious life. The Christian
missionariss opened achools in all their miassion centrej,
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE VARIOUS RELIGIOUS GROUPS IN THE HILL AND PLAIN DISTRICTS OF MANIPUR

- Item | Un;&r Central North n o South Bast West  Teng-
- .- district district distriSt district  district  distzict- -MERIPUE
1 | 2 -3 ...”;4._”..., 5 - 6- ...,;” -7...;_.,“3;-..;,9.,-
Hinduism No. 599,875 20,001 50574 2,076 s 208 2,863  63%,597
Christianity " 15,111 56,470 875,433 57, 249 34’906 26,074 279,243
Islam . 69,774 374 106 3o 36 569 70,963
Jainism » 1,252 5 6 7 4 a7 1,408
Sikhism " 780 54 33 32 18 m 1,028
Buddimm - 116 223 88 24 4 92 495
Portnas fon ions * 37,212 ;800 3,807 2174 7,7% 7,m4 83,167
Religion not »

statod - 47 ¥1re 987 N 19 1,233 3,846
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in this way, it facilitated the RNagas and Kukis to adapt
themselves to the changing world. In the first place the
Nagas and Kukis did not have a script, the introduction of
the Roman script), enabled them develope their language.

The introduction of education gave rise to a new group in
the society. In the pre-Christian timas, except for the
vﬂlm chiefs and priests, thcri was hardly any other
class or group other than the agriculturalists. The Nagas
and Knkis atptméaa ent;!raly upon the product of the soil for
their exisf:ence. a falilure due to nstural calamities,
e!ronght ..etc. affected the entire 1ife of the commmity.
Puk with the inflow of this new class {educated) pecpie
started looking for other occupations such as, clerical,
teachers, govermmental, jobs. This helped to improve the
‘standard of the pecple, a better and more peaceful existence.
Today the miaslionaries are reapim the fruits of their
labour. There are many Nagas and Xukis, holding responsible
jobs at the state as well as at the national level. Thiks
Christianity gave new life both spiritually and physically
to the Hill people.

Along with the blessings came disadvantege in the
first place, it brought in further bresk up in among the
Hill people in their own communities, Thus a distinction
was made between a Christian and non-Christisn. Thus, in
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late 203 there was the *Kampal cuit 535mvm' 164 by
Jodonang of Puilon village. The movement was directed
against the impesition of an alien administration that
threataned the old wvay of 1ife. The resentment was
divected towards Christians and Kukis as well as the
government. In this way a sharp cleavage was crested
within their own society (Nagas). The Christianmshad the
tendency to look m upon the non-Christiang as infidels
and despised them for their satanic practices. In like
manner, the Hindu Meiteis were considered as idolators and
pagans. The Meitei Hindn considered the Hill Christians
as collaboratérs and agents of the Britis%z Raj. ™as, ‘
gradually the gap was widen, till today there are very few
Meitei MQ.sztma, and few Hindu Hill men. Therefore to
 bring sbout 3 closer unity on the basis of religion will
not be possible nor can they cement the past. The future
will depend on the mind and action of the yeunger
generation.

lenquage and Culture

As seen earlier, the inhsbitants of Manipur had lived
separately on account of many factors. Thia isolation had

—

35, Downs, P.3., The Mighty Works of God, p.179.
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brought about many differences, in gzltuto; language,
customs and way of life. Only with the coming of British,
the life of the Hill poople opened upon abit more. They
came in contact with other groups. The merger with India,
brought further changes in the society. Once sach
abeiety had remained closed to each other, the need did
not arise, because each group of society was samevhat
self-sufficient, But Coliidie with the introduction of »
modern commoditiss and way of iife, ulﬁ-mfﬂcim was -
ot of question, instead it was substituted by inter-
dependence, which become an indimpenssble factor. All
thase past years no. commmity had bothered to Ylearn each
others language, therefore the medium of commmication
became a big preblem. The Meiteis being the majority and
more enterprising than the Hill people gradually started
operating in the Hill ereas. Thus Meiteilon came into
use and today a good psrcentage of the Hill people know,aor
least how to speak of can understand something. The

" Hi11 people had unconsciously learned and accepted the
language. But vhen it came to the question of recognition
as the official language of the state as well as inclusion
in the Eight Schedule, it arcse the feelings and sentiments



of the hill peopls. In this respect the Meiteis forgot

to consider that Manipur is a mlti-linguistic state,
having heturogenscus culture, customs...ctce. It is true
that the language is spoken by sbout two-third of the ,
population, Imt still one~third’s sentiment cannot be over-
looked and fmpose the majority's decision. This will

only lead to further break up and division of ths state.

\the 1anguage problem had existed long before
independence.) During the regimes of the Msharajas
resolutions héd been adopted and passed for the improvement
of the Manipuri language. The Manipur Territorial Council
‘resolutions were passed to make Meiteilon as the de-~facto
offici sl language of the state. The Meitheis had been
clamouring for the recognition of Meiteilon as the state
language. Aaccording to R.K. Wa?‘ the language is
spoken by eleven lakXhs 1iving in varicus parts of mndia.

(West Bengal), Cachar; Tripura, Bihari, Hojaf!, tanka, Gouhati,
and Bangladesh). Secondly the language had been recognized
upto Uﬁivarsity and the Sahitya Academy has recognized
Manipuri as a modern Indian language.

19”,' p.lfﬂa
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The issue had been hotly debated in the State Agsendbly
and the Meiteis being in the majority (MIAs) strongly
advocated for the adoption of Meiteilon as the official
lanquage. The Hi{ll MIAs warned against the hasty passing
of the language bill and expressed the opinion that the
issge should be referred to the Hill Committee. But tha
Assenbly negated the advise of the Hill MIAs and passed
the resolution. Speaking on the language issue R.K. Rarbdr
Singh saids "...00r culture and language have saved o
Manipur., We all know that our irmediste neighbour Tripura
has lost. To save Manipuri language is the one of the
mst Sumrtant task...We have to aavc; néanipur;,. Manipuri
 language is mot only for us but it is for the whole of

manipur.*3” Unfortunstely Mr., R.K. Ranbir Singh has used
. Manipuri lsnguage and Manipur synonymeusly, becaise
Manipuri language is only for the Meiteis and if he views
'Manipur as the 700 sq. miles (Valley) then he is correct
in asserting that by saving Manipuri language, one would
be saving Manipur. Otherwise he is taking a very chauvi-
 nistice stand by making Manipurithe langusge ué the Nagas
and Rukis. In fact this attitude and behaviour of the

37. Ibid., p.154.
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THE IANGUSGES SPOREM IN MANIPUR

Teem Unit Central Horth South Bast West - ‘z'- a

aistrict @lstrict district district - districe - ama::m Mapipur

1 - 2. - -3 t-w ~Ts T e--.- 3 s - ' S

-....g.....................................m - . e G den A A N e aSRe w  eHe e e e UM N R S G R e e G G e
Bengald Nos. 14,629 2 - 287 89 -3 HA 15,014  (1.4)
Hmar * 2,003 - 68 20,3687 .18 332 NA 22,305  (2.1)
Kabud . 8,208 &',e86 1,658 10 - 34,040 NA 50,802 (4.7)
Kuld . 2,720 = &,480 1,959 T S 700 MA 14,378 (1.,3)
Manipurt " 671,%00 1,418 44297 818 k13- NA 678,385 (63.2)
Mao - 368 18,950 s 20 - NA 19,346  (1.8)
Nepali " 8,212 16,653 788 1 115 NA 26,495 (2.5)
Paite . 2,201 318 21,206 60 12 NA 23,797 (2.2)
Tangkhul " 1,503 4,638 - 61 81,386 13 NA 57,571 (5.4)
~ Thadou . 8,087 14,117 13,330 3,223 4,380 RA 44,097 (4.1)
Vaiphei * 336 2,356 8,392 200 474 NA 11,758 (1.1)
Cthers * -43".493 31,608 zsﬁi'saa 1,990 4“.‘543 RA 108,308 (10.1)

No separate figures are svailsble for T district bu ¢
Tengnaupal district. N Wﬁl istrict t the Central digtrict includes

NA = not available. Issued by the Department of Statisties (Manipur).
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Haeiteis have greatly hw ana antagonized the Hill
pmph. It has also p%mcd;zgad thelr pmemi Miskm
in m Stmi | v

™he 1anguagas spoken in Fanipur are shown in the
dbove chart ( thia is accorﬂ&ng to 1971 census.

Accordingly Meiteilon or Manipuri is spoken by ¢
63.2 per cent of the population. The next major language :
‘4s Tangitul that is 5.4 per cent followed by Kabui
4.7 per cent and Thadou 4.1 percent. As the Meitels are
are very mch attached to the language, so are the hill
peocple. And st the present juncture, when the situation
is still critical becsuss of the demands of the Nagas: -~
and ¥ukis, it can create unwanted results for the fm:ura;

The language Bill was passed on 7 at 19?9. the
. passing of the language Bill has terridly upset the
psychology of the Hill people.’® The Nagas and Rukis,
feel no longer safe and securs, as a gradual cultursl
assimilation ¢o Melitel society has ‘already been started

368. A memorandum submitted to the Prime Minister of Indta
Ig gh;ggl Tribal students® Union, !lanlpnr on
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by passing of the language bill. The pasaing of the bill

is only going to benefit the Meiteis, while the Hill

people have to bear up the hsrdship‘ Secondly if the
language is inciuded in the 8th Schedule, the Hill people

“ have no more place in uanipm".. It is their contention

that the Hills and plain should be sepmrated administratively,
so that the Hill people can have their -own mode of am‘kinq
out their future. The Nagas and Xokis sre not against

the language, instesad they are for i, but that they shouil
be axespted and be ssparatsd >’ from the Valley.

Iooking at it from the other side, the Heiteis will
benefit it most, as it would mean all goverment trans-
actions will be done in Meiteflon 'tauhich means the Nagaw/Fukis
- will have to master the lmgxage}_; Through Meiteilon, |
they hope t o create a better rwpoﬂ:' batwesn the govern-
ment and the people, 4 the seametime, peopla can have
greater access to and understand the governmental machinery.
The second is that they (Meiteis) can sit for the All India
Competitive umiw on Meiteilon. The third advantage

?ahphut ismued by the Hill students, Manipur,
y. 1980,
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1s that broadcast from All India Radio can be done in
Manipuri language in big cities 1like Delhi, PFourth,

it fox €190 Xwss: is tHRt) the represantatives oan speak

in Meiteilen in the Iokh Sabha and Rajya Sabha), which will
be translsted into Hindi and English.’C In their enthust-
asm to work for the general good of the pecple, they have
bypassed the sentiments of the Hill pecple, who are opposed
to the fmposition of Meiteilon, and Hf such warnings are
not taken heel on time, it will ultimately lead tn%itﬁ
wp of the state.

The state of Manipur will remain as a state only
when both groups wiiils and valley learn to respect and
cocperste with each other, The uniqueness of Manipur
1ies in her heterogemeity which is unparallel to any other
state of India., Therefore if the Meiteis want to preserve
the integrity of the State, they should proceed cautious
less they should fall and experience the same fate as
tha Assamsse; who because of their chauviniss Ixought
about separstion between the Vallay and the Hills (Meghalaya,
Mizoram). |

14th June 1978, 12th Session,
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The an actment of Meiteilon as the state lanouage
and the demand for the inclusion of the language in the
Eight Schedule have caused much uproar and misunder-
standing in the states. The Hill people were at a fix
and therefore to counter the demand they demanded for a
separate hill state. The imposition of Meiteilon would
put them in a big Msadvanhm as they will be forced to
learn; "ia) Meiteilon as the state official 1anguage;

{®} Hinai a= the national language; {(c) English as the
International language and compulscry in higher education;
{d) Mother tongue as basic to proper sducation., This
issue created a certain amount of uncertainty and hostility
between the hill people and the Valley people. The matter
was further aggravated with the demand for s ‘*Manipur

| University® by the Valley peopls. 1In sll the movements,
theré was never unanimity in the decision, their intercsts
were so conflicting that no decision ar work can be
undartaken supported by both groups. For pretty long the
Meitels had been demanding for a *University’® of theix

OWR . 'i'ha desire was partially fulfilled in 1972, when

41. A memorandum submitted to S5mt. Indira Gandhi,
Prime Minister of Indis by the All Tribal Students
Union, Manipur, p.2.



a Post Graduate Cantre under Jawharlal Rahmu University
was established at Cadchipur. And after eight long
years, on 1st april, 1981*’mnipur Untversity was establi~
shed at Cahchipur, Imphal. The plea for the establishment
of a m:lwrszty ?a? bam: that ths poor and needy cannot

5. 38

afford to go I‘mﬁts»déﬁ the state for hicher studies, therefore
this vnimsity hopes to eater it.

The Sagac and Kukis havcp!.ayed a mgatim role in
the establishment of Manipur University. They showed
‘1ittle interest to be part of Manfipur, instead they want
to bs affiliated to Horth Eastern Hill University or demand
for a separate University. It is their contenticn that if
they remain part of Manipur University, they will be the
target for educational and intellectual exploitation. The
younger generation, wvho are more ayare of the situation
are demanding for some kind of safeguard of their rights.
As it is they understand that they have very little chance
" against the Meited commnity because in all aspects they
are more advanced and developed.

) &nathar mm aspect uf thn st:udy is their
_ uapmu on social changc. That: is how m these ethnic

~ Case .2 Unive *:mhlishidbyth
dorking Group, 1 Commnity, Gauhati Unity, p.6.
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Ms%mr:spm and adaspted themselves to changing world.

For this again various factors such as education;' religion

and sconomy mast be taken 1&5 account. Education for
instance help the socialization of a ¢hild and devalopment

of nmwan personality, social mebility, occupational change

and the rise of profession. Religion again is another -
hmm‘tam: foree of social change, Christianity to the -

Nagas end Kukis have besn a source of social change, while ¢
Hinduism has kept the (Hinfu) Meiteis society in a status quo,.
in their social structure.

Analysis of the socioe-cultural lifa of the Nagas
and Kukis, there is a positive correlation between conversion
to Christianity, high percontage of literady and socisl
change and modarnization. In the hills) prior to the coming
of Christianity, the Nagas and Kukis had remained fn wipe
w# ignoranés. But vith the coming of Christianity there has
hecn a gradual improvement and all round development of
the HAll areas., Thus this has been correlation of the past
and presents {a} Christianity and high percentage of
literacy; (b) and literacy and social change. The Christisn
missionaries cpened schools in all their mission centres and
aducated the people, Thus within a short span the Nagas
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and Kukis have been able to adapt themselves to the
changing sitnation, Just to cite an example East District
according to 1963 Census the parcentage of literatures

was 32,39 per cont and in 1971 it rodse to 36 per cent (the
ratio been - male 47 per centy femals 25 per cemt, 1971).
In the HilLl areas, the cemtre of activity of the Village
is Church, and throuch the Church education and social
change has tsken place. Agaip educaticn has caused a
gradusl break from the past traditions and custom and f£inally
leading to changs in the pattern of family and marriage’
sconomy atx! ococupational stzuetura and greater politieal
purt {cipation and wmcsa

Today, Parents however illiterste they are, interssted
that thefir children should de um to schools and be
educat£n. Despite their economic backwardness parents
willingly undergo the ha:asmps for the sake of their
child:en. so that one day they can reap the fruit of
their Iabouf in fact, this has uawtmmm
| the number of persons warking on the land. And so the
problem of unuploymt have adverss nzf-et., on meny
educated and semi-sducated pargong. This state of affairs
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has already started appearing on the scens, because
anmially there are many graduates and post.graduate
studerts in search of smployment. Unless this problem

is tackled at the initial stage) it will led to many
unwanted social, disorder and upheavalg. As it is already
the Valley paople are badly affected by the prodblem of
unenployment .

Bducation and high percentage of literacy has
influvenced the political participation and awarsness.
The ethnic groups, in £act kesmly contest for the leader-
ship in the state. The Nagas and Mizos especially for
the tast thirty years have been fighting for a sovereion
state and the struggle is still being kept up by the
underground leaders. While those who have accepted
nominally the Indian Constitution, are playing active role
in the (Indian politics) state and natiomal politics.

So considering the years of isolation the change
among the Nagas and Kukis have been fast and suddea.
Their adsptability to the changing world has been remarkable.
Within these short span) their soclo-sconomic condition
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have isproved for the better, evsn though still lots
more can be done for their vclfam;

In the Valley, the changs has been gradual, unlike
Christianity, Hindaism has followed a status quo poliey),
and because of their social set up and structure (Hindu)
~ the people have been show in adapting to the changes of
1ife. Hinduism has tied m down to their Hinfu way of
1ife and anything Western was cormidered as Christian,
therefors injtially Western education was considsred as
a propaganda to Christian faith. Those who wers efucated
cutside the state tried to bring about changes in their
socisty, ut on account of the traditional (conservative
m) and adhearence to the Hindu system changes have not
been as fast and sudden as the Nagas and Kukis. At the
sanetise one camnot sey that thero has been ne change,’
sspecially among the younger generation’, the impact of
education, sporadic chango has taken place. PFor instance
the concept of ‘pollution®, ‘untcuchability®, the biggest
obstacle to friendly relatfon with the Hill people have
decreoased €0 a great extent. The ordinary Hindu Moiteis
freely welcome and 1ive now with the Hill pecple. Another
important change has been that the Hill people freoly



’@sﬂ:mﬁpnﬂ:e in zome of the Meitel mea! festivals like
m and the Meiteis %:w take place in the social
festivels of Hill people {Christmas, ec.).

In this respect it must be said that the Hill peopls
have Deen more adaptable and accomodative than the Meiteis.
This may bs because @f the social structure that the
Hill people have, which is moTe open and receptive to the
changing world. The Meitels} on account of their religious
belief and social structure, cannot act indepsndently 1ike
the Nagas and Fukis. A study of the social change cmm
be zanlty interesting and enlighbening, another thests
mm be written on this %:aptm -

Another fmportant pemﬁ’s&i& mist be kept in mind
is the purview, the framework of nationsl policy towards
the pecple of Manipur especially the Nagas and Kukis.
And to understand the presenmt policy, it is impartamt to
refer Wmmm a way it is the cont imation
of the past policy. During the British regime, the Hill
areas had been divided into two groups t mhﬁa& and
partially axch:m areas. 3 The mmﬂaﬂ areas were the




- tracts shere any advanced form of government was not a
possibility because of the backwardness of the area.
These areas were administered by the Governor hiasalf;
The ministers had no constitutionsl right to advise
Governor in connection with their administration. While
in the partially excluded areas the Provincial legislaure
could influence the Covornor and thésa-areas had represen-

‘tatives 1in the Legislative Assenbly. mo:der to
safeguard the Hill areas the Imer Line Regulation Act
{1873} vas.ﬂ ﬁmeso&. by which the plain pecple wers prevented

- £rom wt:c:iég the Hill areas. This policy of the British

vas further pursied by the Goversment of India after the
departure of the British. The Hill sreas of Nagaland

and Mizeran remained cut off by the imposition of ‘Inner

- 1ing permit?’, ﬁ:.t'd»'z every noh"llagu a:%!im had to get

incrder to visit or even pass through the area.

The Govermment of Inaia is fully evare of the strategic
importance of this area and all possible measures have been
undertaken to safegusrd and protect the r-g:lm; There are

specific provisions in the Conetitution trying to safeguard
~the imterest of the H1ill people, for instance the f£ifth and
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sixth schedule of t he constitution; wherein it provides
provisions as to the administration and control of
achedule aress and achedule tribes, and in the sixth \
scheule specifically mentioning about Assam, Meghalaya:
and union territory of Mizoram. Bssides these two,
there are dbout 24 articles found in the Pundamental
_.kﬁ.g!ts and Directive Principles ansuring the rights

as citizen of India, Thare ig a specific article 371C,
which gives specific power to the President of Indis to
. heve direct adninistrative control of the area through
the Governor:

®«.s The Governor shall anmally or vhenever
85 required by tha Presifent, moke a report
to the President ragarding the administration
of the Hill areas in the state of Manipur and
ths exscutive power of the Union shall extend
to the gliving of directions to the astate as
to the afministration of the said areas.* ¥

Thus when Manipur attained statshood still administrative
soparation was contimed., In the Hills, the astohomous
{H4113) District Councils were introduced’, whils in the

a4. m&n.t.!e%_wss ArtiGle - 371C,
Bastern Book Company, 19805 p%le4.
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plains the gram panchayat was implemanted.

The Govermmert of India has m keen interest in
development of the Hill areas, For this pwrpose & 1‘:9{&71
Welfare Department had been established to Cater to the
roquisite of the Hill people. The lagislative Asserbly
seats are reserved for the hill 'auu secording to popula~
tion, both at the state and national lewel., 7Thus thare
are supposs €O D8 ninetesn MlAs and one MP in the State of
Manipur from the hill areas, As ensured in the constitution
{rre,335) about 33 per cent of the poets and services are
reserved for the scheduled tribes and scheduled castes in
the state.

Two things have featured in the Rational policy
towvards the tribal psople and tridal areas: protéction and
develonment. In orday to protect and safeguard the interest
of the Hill poople, special legislations were passed against
sconomic exploftation. Then special programmes for sducation
al and socio-economic development were undertaken, And
since the first five year plan sfforts werae made ¢to assist
the tribsl pecple. Here is the cbfectives of the sixth
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plan for the tribal developments:*®

F

3.

The smtire tridbal population; whether living

in the areas of tribal concentration or outside
will be covarsd by miitable developmnt
programpes during the Sixth Plan pariod,

The gulf betwesn the level of development in
the tribal areas and the surrounding areas will
be gemerally dridged by the end of the Sixth
Plan and, in the cass of more backward tribat
areas, in the courss of ancthex five years,
$.6. by the end of the Seventh Plan.

T™he tridal 'emnit‘tn mﬁnmes the tribal

areas will be helped to attain thw general

level of development in the area by the end

of the Sixth Plan, or latest by the end of
the Seventh Plan in the cise of more Mived
commnities,

Prom all these gonourss , it is quite understandable
thelthe government is keen en bridging the gap between
the tribals and the non-tribals, e things have not
gone as the government had planned. An official Gocument

45, Vidyarehi, L.P.; (ed,) a) Dey
Y Roninisteas ,“(5.%%: mm!"g’sgmingfﬁ&m
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1gsucd by the Ministry of Home Affairs stated:®®

*In the name of tribal development we have
spant & 1ot of momey during the last several
plans but when aceounting was made at the
mé of the last period of the safeguards
of the t2idbal in the Canstitution, it was
found thot actual bepefits triekling down
to the tridals have not besn consistent
with the proanisss we have made, Expendi-
ture has not remilted in the benefits that
should have acorued to this population.
Unfortunately the developnental programmes
foxr eribal areas 4414 not yisld the desired
'tmlth“ {p.98}.

Unfortunately those entrusted with the task of develeping
the hills or tribal sreas have not been honest and sincere
in their undertaking thus even sfter an elapse of 30 years
the tribal areas have remained underdevelopead, despits
the good will of the Indisn Government,

“i %&Rﬁi, In“n
- m:nim&iw, p.as.




Chapter « 1V

POLEPICAL EXPRESSION OF ETHNICITY
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érau the very outset a clear demarcation was made °
in the administration of the Hills and plain. The '
Bt.tuuh mmm:waa took charge of the Hill adminie-’
tration, on the ples that “the hill tribes axe not ‘\
Manipuris and have entirely different customs and latiguage. .
The Raja in futurs will not have a bodyguard of abeut
100 rifles and therefors will be unable to enforce his
oxders ocutsids the Valley, whereas the political agent
will have a military police battalion to support the
sutharity of the Vice-Prastdent®.} Spesking sbout the
Naga-Xuki totat:lcm, according to J. Shakespeare, curious
encugh even prics to the escablishment of the British,
Manipuris had umma the ki community as levy to
counter the Nsgas. This pol..‘lcy was further despened
by the British, and reporting sbout Jenkins wrotes *tur
hopes of reclaiming this country sppears to rest on thesy
kookies. They are already ahft‘mmty mmerous to delay
the Nagas if mmmunw for the purposs of
defence, 2 The main resson was thet, the Kukis were more
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mote organized and it was easfer to control them through
their chief (sutocratic) unlike the Nagas {democratic).
Thersfore for the mxecution of the policy,the British
goverment counted very guch on the cooperstion of the
Kukis against the Hagas, so much so that the Xukis csn
be considersad as the corner stone of the British empire
in Manipur. The British Raj could, therefore play one
group (Nagas) sgainkt the other (Kukis) whersver tt was
found necesgary to 4o 0.

The cutbreak of world war I compslled msny Hill
pecple to becoms labourers and portars for the ‘lllmi
Many were recruited and deported to France, tha Kukis
wores included and lwcac join the lsbour ml. This
gave zftn to the immediate cutbreak of the famous ‘uki
Rebellion', other causes sre not far to seek. The Xukis,
who were alkis political allies of the Meiteis Kings
- were me;re)d' after Manipur was completely ta!mt by Britiah

in 1891,7 among the Hill people; the Xukis were the

3. The ravolt of 1851 known as ‘Palace revolt'® was an
_ sttapt made by the Manipuri princes to overthrow
the British Raj. Tikenduajit and Gensral Thangal were
the two heads behind this revelt. 3oth were ewezuted
- and firom 1601 onwards Manipur came directly under
the comzol of British India, Prior ¢to 4t was an
independant princely state.
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tuaunpbnm gunaf hnt utmx Hxithh ook anr’, the
Government issued orders mmmq eho mm&a& of
guns without license and mmw e! mm unlmod gun
would 1ead to confiscation and severe punishment., Many
Kukis cpenly defied the crder end the years between
1907 ¢o 1917, sbout 1,105 guns were seisd from the Xukis.
So q:mtiy tension was being buiit up and the final
explosion came vhen Brivish tzhd to raise m Crops
for Prance, Secondly it affected the economy of the
111 people; especially the Kukis, shen men played a
vital role in the smnomy of the family snd society.
Reporting sbout the Riki-Rebsllion Shakempsare weote
in the History of the Ascam Riflem: ”.:..stit‘i largest
series of military operations conducted in the side of
India sirce the old expeditionary days of General Pemn
Symsonds and Tregear in the late eighties, o the futile/
abhor Expedition of 191112, eclipsing from all 4n
‘casualitiss and arducusness of active service.” The

the ’ebel {cow

sathorities took mors than a year €o arush’,

f

4. Guns had been supplied to the Kukis by the Meitel
mwjap. inoxdey to ££ght against the Ragas.

5. Yomuo, sing Hagay, (Delhis Vivek Publishing
House, 1678, poidd,

6. Shakempeare, WM {London
" 1029), p.23s, ! !
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. @& tremendous impact on the British administrators, the

~ gemlt of their imperisliss, even though Furer Haimendors
called it a “defensive primitive uprising®. The Kuki.
rebellion of 1917-18 made the British realized the
necessity of contvolling the Rill tribes more effectively,
therefors adwinistrative reforms ware introduced. Manipur
was 0ivided ioto four sub-divisions, Imphal was the
hesdquartes ef ove mib-Oivision and the others were
Curechandpur (South-fest) for Wukis, Tamenglong (West)
for Kalmis and Kachas Nagas, Ukhrul mu&)‘ for Tangidwml
 Bagas, This mmﬂun_arzw}igw mmw
An 1919 a1 1t rewained in force until 1930, Instesd

by 1933 . new arrangenerts were made vhereby the Hills

. were dtvided into three sub-division. Sadar Hills

| UMnrul, and Tamenglong and this continued to remain until
1947.7

The Muki Rebellicn of 1918 had a far reaching effect
o the life of the other q'mws; There aross a graaster
urgency for unity, within the tribe and strengthening of

[ Y R — -~

7. Bhattacherya, M., ¢ er, (Manipur),
Cagsttony of Indis, (Calcutta, 1963), D307,
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" the ethnic group. Soon after, the Tepgihuls formerly
sstsblished their Assembly known ss Tang¥ml Long
{Tangkimul Assembly) at Ukhrul (1919), The association
was enlarged in membership in &:m in 1941 it
changed fhe name {6 Tangkhul Haga lLong. A host of other
associations based on ethnic lines were formed, like
the Xubui Samiti of Roongmei (1934) later on Kabui Naga
Agsociation and which expanded the muangraﬁg Haga Union,

. National Qrganization (1944), thc Fmar

mmsm and the Xaki Mz.onal me.

Dyring the Kuki mmion; the Xabuis snd Kacha
Ragas had suffered most at ths hands of the Kukis,
The Bagas had remained foyal to the Govarnment)’ but
ssoing the inadequate protection given to them, s new
movement!, spearheaded by Jadonang® {in 1520's) was
lminched in the Vast district (Mamnipur). The movement
was political, social and reltgious. Folitically, he
he-wanted to establish & 'Naga Raf'by driving awey the
foreigners, While the social programme was the integration

9. Kabut; G., "Social Reforms and Religious Huvemmu
in Manipur Hineteenth and Twentesth Century®,
Spectrum, vol.l, no.7, Jameary 1977, p.32.
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of the three trides;, Zemeis, liangmelis and Rougmeis

as Zeliangrong. lastly religious reformation, that |

of abolishing the many unnecessary taboos of birth

and desth ceremonies or simplify them. But unfortunately
he was misvepresent§d and the government sav n him &
dengezous person, theredors he was srrested and exeouted
for his so-called ‘orimes’ in 1931, Put that vas the
beginning, becsuse his follower, Giditii geared the

 movesent after his desth and kept it slive, Speaking

sbout Getdinisu, NehrulOwrote in 1937, five yeors afver
har capture by the British:
"ssesd day will come when India also will
rasesber her and cherish her®,
When India achieved her indepsndence, she was set free
with the other political prisonsrs. The forsight of
Jadonang had been the cause of unity and fntegration of
the thres tribes, and today they stand under s common

With the dawn of India's findapsndence, Hanipur
beacame an indapandent princely state, The Msharaja
responded to the demand of the people for a responsible

{New Deglhis Rational
parch and Training, 1971),
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government, and so a constitutional moflarchy was introduced.'s

The Valley pwic ware deeply concern sbout the integrity
- of Manipur and’ alaase?ga gravity of the sltuat:ion; Hifom
Rabot Singh, President of Manipuy Krisak Sabha, dissusded
the Hill leadexs from taking disintegrsted stand. Even
pue: tu m olapse of arttuh pum ﬂ«&- ﬂa_i_-_h_éz
of ¥ao had ntuuﬂ n:u agttwlm fez masmn oz’
’}m&w mu areas to Naga Huim The Raga Movemsnt for

a 'sovereign state’ had cuptired the imaginstion of every
Haga living za Naga Hills, Manipur, Burma and Cachar. The
Nagas declared thesy independence on 14# Mugust 1947° Sand
AZ, Phiso becauetheir undisputable leader, The nncté
demanded the Nsharaja to hand over the Naga areas to Nagas
Hills, so that there conld exist s cordial relationship
between the two countries. |

The Kukis on the other hand, found themselves in a
tightecorner, being lendless pecple); they could bs easily
aliensted by the Neges and Meitais. Therefore they
demanded from the Central Govorment of India “Ruki State®

Mmoo

11. Roy;, J.; History of Manipur, p.i4s.
12, Repistance, August 23, 1977, p.6.

13. Yomuo, A, The Rising Nagag, p.176.
14, NNC means Nags National Council.
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conprising of all non.Nags areas in Manipur,

The attitude of the Hill people endangered the
integrity of Manipoy, and wvhen the first slection to
Manipur Agsasbly took place in 1948 (undar Constitutional
monarchy) the HiLl people boyeotted it and remained
inatsterent to 1t ,1%

Duxing the British regime a political agent had
been sppointed to further good relatisn bhetween the
Cantral Goverrment and Government of Manipur. And thie
had proved a powerful sachinery for the control of 'tht
State. The same strategy was adoptel Dy the Covernment
of India, by appointing a “Dewan® in place of s political
agent,. The Hanfpuris considere? this as planting of a
*Projan Horse"s® Major Gensral Raval Amar Singh was
appointed as the Dewvan and all powers wars concentrated
An his hand, In the Constitution of Manipur thers was
no suth provision as the office of Dewvan, Therefore it
was uncongtitutional, but nchody dared to protest nor
bothered to mmend the Constitution,

15. Chaube, S.; Hill Politics in Nopth-East Indis,
p.194,

16. Resistance, 12 June, 1979, p.3.
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Grafuslly the situation was getting out of hand,
some Congress leaders cpenly mm integration of
Manipur with India, India's indspendence had been a
turning point in the history of asia. Many princely
states were sttracted tothe Indis of Gandhi and Nehru
1ike a uge magnet. ‘The Congress lsaders sav in the
monazch, the old feudal, m_tm.baqwa and sick,
therefors they wanted o mefger im:m fb gain and prosper
' 11ke other states. They were iriterested in greater
participation and a responsible gwcmm;ﬂ Tharefore,
in collaboration with the dewan the Congressmen set to
-work for integration with Indin, Their propsgandas were
very successful and e ffective mnd at a certain aﬁaé& is
it seemed as though the whole population was rallying
behind thelir banner,

When the question of integration with India was
raised, the Hill peopla flatly objected and a mesting
was held under the leadership or chairmnship of
®. 5, Inneh unantimously condennsd the idea of integra-
tion with India and dsmanded for sepsration:

"It is most regretable that the working
committes of Manipur State Congrass, who

-

‘.

17 Resistance, August 7, 1979, p.6.
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claim themselves to be the 1saders of the
state, should exist their sbsolute ignorance
of the customs of the Hill people and the
administration of the Hills and yet pratend
to be their champion, While the Hill people
off Manipur have shown tolersnce and patience
and extended cpen arms for the batter underw
standing of the Hill pecple md the Valiey pecpls,
the Manipur State Congress have not ocaly
completely ignored the importance of the Hill
pacple in Manipur state but have widened the
‘their irresponsible speeches and publicsticns
without any fots of truth in it. The MS.C,
have avetl lowsred the reputstion of the
Congress as a vhole M fore the eyes of the
Hi1l people who most unfortunately .. Knows
1ittle and understands the principle of the
Congress. Jt is therefors unequivocally
daclared that the Valley people of Manipur
whose ares 1is only sbout 700 square miles
c¢an have no right at all to w for the



124

Hill people of Manipur state who ocoupy
more than 7,000 squere miles on thé issue
of integration or merger or any mstter
which affocts the primary intarests of the
218 4 A psoph@"m

It was apparently clear than Indian rulers were

bant on swallowing up Manipur. Therefore they turned
a deaf oar to the protests and demonstrations of the peocple.
The British imperialistic attitude had bsen inbided by
themi, svan though they had fought againet such farces,
Bverything was well measured and caloulated, the
Maharaja in his ebility to tackle the problem sought
‘refuge in the conpany of Sri Prakasa the Governot of
Assanm and his adviser Mr, N.K. Rustomji, at Shillong.l®
But unfortunstely things turned out to be mite
different and unexpscted, because he found himself a
captive in his own palace at Shillong, It was hare
that the most dramatic svent in the history of Manipur

18, Hill MIA Mestings held under the Chairmanship -
OE mn 8, lanneh on 27 .7,1949, '
’ . 28.8,1979, PeTs

19‘9 : 12916.. 211001979; p;ﬁw
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»

took place. The Msharajs Bodhachandra was forced to
signed the term of merger to the Indian Union. Pinding
no other alternative, the Msharajs with a broken heart
signed the merger to the Indian Union on September 21,
1949. The official merger came cut a month after on
october 15, 1942.20 Then Rawal Amar Singh was mppointed
a8 the £irst Chief Commissioner of Manipur,

With the marger with Indfen'bagan & new phass of
higtory, & struggle for independence and statehood, The
Hill people especially the Hagas joined hand with the
Naga Hills in the struggle for a sovereign state. The
Meited leaders who hod earlier led the struggle for
merger and a recponaiblo government were Some vhat
disillusionsd, when Manipur wos categorised as a part °'C'
state to be administored by the Osntral Government o
through a Chisf Commissioner. In 1956 vhen the Gtates
Reorgantsational Commission proposed the werger of
HManipur with the neighbouring territoeries, there wers
strong cbjections on the ground that Manipur. had
remainod aluays a separste entity. Secondly for centuries

20. Ibid., 6.11.1979, p.7.
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she had been independent. Thirdly, cultursily and line
guistically she represented a different group and lastly
bocause of her sconomic backwardness, that is if she is
mezrged with aAssam hey economic development could be
nindered.?! &: te seme_time the N.S.C. mbmitted a
‘memorandum demanding that they should be trested differently
from the rest of the NortheBastern trides ‘»u And
accordingly, the States Reorganization Commission
recomended that the advisory council should be substituted
by a Tarritorial Council. So undar the States Organiza-
tion Act and Constitution (Seventh Amendment) Act of

1956 Manipur was constituted into a centrally edministered

Popular Prakashan, i975), D47+ .

22. To quotes"Manipuris are unique people quite (different)
distinct, ethnically, culturally, linguistically

from the paople of either Assam or ths proposed
Parbanchal o the propossd NortheBastern Fronmtier
Tribal atate. We cammot convenisntly be merged

with any of these states at risk of ankagonising

the Monipuris against the state in shich Manipuris

may forcibly be merged, Merger of Manipur with

any state will mean the veritable anihilation

of fta distinct culture....If Manipur is foroibly
merged with other state against her will

the people will £ind themselves as if let loose

from this moorings with the result that

Manipur will become a sick spot in the Northe

Eastern part of Indis.” : ,

B rid & s L ILAA s i e At " »
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territory. And under these provisions, Parliament
snacted the territorisl councils Act of 19856 which
gave a substantial measurs of local self-government to

In 1957 (Octcber 22) a Raga Convention was held
at Ukhrul to voice the demand for the unifieation of all
Nagas and to form the Manipur Naga Council. Meanvhile the
Mizos and Kukis xodpandud to the call of Lal Denga to foxm
a ‘sovereign mMM'nu This counter move of the Hill
~ people bécems a big menane sand threat o the demand for
~ statehcod by the Valley pecple.

4

In 1960 the 16 Foint Agresmont was signed between
the Nagas and the Indian Govermment, and Point 13 dealt
ot the flonrolidation of contiquous Naga area, therefore
all Raga inhabitod area had to be Lﬂtwmad. ‘&tt when
Naga Hills was given statehood, Nagas nvluq in Hani.pﬂt
xmhur and Assan were axcluded, thetcﬂor& ttmbln started
a}} over again. The Valley pcnph (Meiteis) felt very mch
insolent, when Baga Hills was given statohood, while their

as. Shat, Bes 9.‘8:
24, mm;; p.ﬁ?;
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demand for statehood had besn turned off,

n March 1966, the All Manipur Statehood Demand
Conferonce was held at Iwphal. Their demands was
further strangthened by Ragaland's statshood, whoss
economic resourges and population ware lesser to thst
of Menipur. “The Helghbouring state Nagaland has become
the 16th Mll fledged stste in India, Dut in conparisen
of the two states our Manipur is not inferior to
Nagaiand in many respscts. But the statehood oﬁ Manipur
had besn deprived by the Government of India,* > When
Shrd ¥.4B. Chavan, the then Union Home Minister and
other Central ministers visited Manipur a demonstration
was staged by the various partiess; demanding for Mill
fledged statehood,

o5 9th May 1970, an All Party Parlismentary Delega-
tion visited Manipur to ses its feasibility and visbiliey
of £, 0 this occasion z big ralily was organised by the
All Parties Statehood Demand Cowordinating Body. The urge

2. cwgran.!:hosﬂv mm,emm and P3p
participated in the demand for stnhdaond.
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éo unnohced

was too @Mamrnzm to n&tsﬁy the peoptc the centre
upgraded the post of the administrator from Chief
Conmissioner to Lieutensnt Governce, hoping that this
would pacify the damand. The movement further intensified
after the anncuncement of statehood for Himschal Pradesh

on 3ist July, 1970, Therefore as a finsl strategy, the
M1 Parties Statehood Demand Coordineting Body boycotted
tks 197 mmudawe ﬁuyo ard civil disvbedience movements
_m mmiuaa

Pinally the Prime Minister Indira Gandhi conceded
the demand of the Manipur for statehood. It was enncunced
in the 1ok Sabha on 3rd September 1970. While the |
Minister of State for home affairs Xeishna Chandra Pant
read the statement in the Rajya Gabha as followssy

"The Govermant is asware of the interest

taken by members of this house onths guestion

of the Constitutional status of Manipur and

Teipura. We sppreciaste the agpiration of

the people of Manipur and €ripura to have

the status of their territories raised to
 statshood and fully reslise the strength of

feoling behind these aspirations,

The govermment also takes note of the special
ciroumatances of these territories of Manipur
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and Tripura in which the demand for state-
hood have been mads. We accept the dsmands

in principle, ut details have to be worked
out keeping in view the importance of co-
ordinsted approach to the preblam of dsvelop»
ment and security of tlw NoxtheEastern region,
and we hope to be sble to anncunoe cur decision
within a short period.

he Governmment sarnestly hopes that in the
meantine an atmosphere of peace snd harseny
will be maintained by all sections oz the
mk in the two emitwiaa.

The biil for conferring statehood to Manipur was

Antroduced in Parliement on Decenber 9th 1971 and on
Jarmary 2ist 3972 the Presifent of India gave the assent

e =

ans the sure’? Prizme Minister Indira Gandni inmugurated

W" The statehood day was celebrzted with great
porp =nd grandear, to makk the lony yvears of struggle
for & Responsible Govermmant.

The path to statehood was long and tidecus; no

State in Indie undervent so smuch trials and hardships as

+ Zhe Timms of Indis, Septerber 4, 19570,
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Manipur. It was a step by step svolution, almost like

a struggle for indepmdsnce. The Maiteis had suffered

a big set back in their demand for statehcod, becsuse
the Nagas and Kukis (Misos) refused to cooperate in the
struggle., By. now the ethnic politics had taken root and
it was actively working in the verious ethnie groups.
m baxly fifties, the Migo and Naga movements for
m«panem had toleh started in Hill areas of Manipur,
therefore it was a Herculesan task for the Meiteis alone
to demand for statehood.

Among the Meitei commmity’, there were groups who
wers dissstisfiied with the social, political and religious
aet up of the society, They wam:ea to reform their
soclety through revolution and as such their 4rive for
revivaliam brought sbout split intheir society. It
was thelr ambition to establish Meitai supremacy not
only in Manipur but also in the adjacent arsa of Burms,
In the wake of this conscicumness’, many organisations
- camm into existence, to accommodate the changing
‘situation. The Pan-Mongoloid mmzs stressed that

28. Tines of India, Sth November, 1979,
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the Meiteis are Mongoloids 1ike the Nagas and ¥ukis,

8o they clamoured for changes in the social, cultural,
language and script, causing emotional and culXural
histus betwean the elders and the younger gensration.
‘The youth epenly attacked the ‘cultursl imperialism of
India’ and ‘political subjugation’, They consider
Manipur as & captiva market for India‘s sgricultural and
tndustrial prodicks., |

The attainment of statdhicod in 1972 814 not solve
the problem, ingtead the situation was worsen by the mise
management of the adninistrators and fricklensss of the
politicians, Instebility marked the day, as ministries
were toppled che after the other, after hardly 8 vears of
statehood, alteaay three elections to the State Assembly
wore held. |

During this period, M its peak,
followéd by Mizos, And it was in this background that in
PRESSRES——

the mid-sixties the Meitei state committes came into being.
The Meitel state conmittes secretly held its convention
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and anncunced the formaticn of the Revolutionary Govern-
‘ment of Manipursag And shortly after the formstion, the
leaders of the Revolutionary Govermnment of Manipur
began their pillgrimage to Peking and Pindl., Soon after \
their return the revolutionaries started the 'Gperstion
Day Bresk® in Imphsl. Scme top leaders including

O. Sudhir Kumar and his closest lisutenant Nameirakpem
Bishweshwar were captured and jailed in Agartala. People
in Manipur realized the MRG's existence only when the
Government coracked down the undsrgrounds in ﬁ& And by
1970 the government thought thet the group had been
l1iquidated, In Agartala jail, Bishweshwar came in contact
with soms i;maum lexdars and soquired the influences

) that were to shaps his cbjectives later,

In 1972 M. Alimmddin’s goverment granted a
‘restrictedtamnesty to the arrested MRG leaders, but those
with cognisable offences were retained in custody. Dt
during Dorendro's ministey a universsl amnesty was declared
and ‘rehabitstion® was opened to the MRG. 0 Sudhir Kumer

s

20. "Is Chins Helping the Rebels?, New Delhi
June 9-22, 1980, p.10. ! '

MRS w Manipur Revolutionary Government
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and nis gomcedes accepted the term of ‘rehabitation’

and w%ma openly in support of the Govermment
(Dorendra).3® In 1ste 1978 Bishweshwar broke svay from
Sudhir Kumar and formed his Party. Sudhir Kumer's |
w to bs known as ’tmghipak Group' and they
shifted their emphasis from armed insurgency to Hass
political work though with extrems slogesn. The
Kangleipak group denounced the Poirei Sena leipak undaer
the the zmaarship of Bishweshwar, a Chinese trained
resctionary,”® The Toirel {n return aleo Sencunced

the Kangleipak growp as agents of the Indian ‘expansionists
and colleborstors's Then im 1978 the mxe{:.z group was
taptized ss People Lideration Army tpw?z In the course
of the struggle between the two parties, Sudhir Rumap
was killed {Januory, 1979) at Imphsl.

in 1977 snother libaxation army was formed in
Hanipur -~ the Pecple's Revolutionary Party of Kangleipak

30, Himnat, ‘The NortheEast in Turmoil®,
What fuels militancy in Manipur « p.25,

3%. 85:’1-“; Vel XK, ia's ¥ore 4%_&!
{Delhis Vikas atbtfgﬁk House, 1980}, p.107.

32. "Is China Helping the Rebels”, New DAIhY, p.i2,
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(PREPAK). Its leader was R.K. Tulachandra, : young and
héuxim management graduate. Like the PLA, prepak
‘adhere to Marxist ideologies but is believed to follow -
no country, while PIA is aligned to the Chiness line,
.Somi say thah tho prepak was made up of “disgruntied and
anti-social youth”, most of them angry at the unesployment
and the economic mess, they found themselves confronted with.
Paople on the whole have little sympathy for prepek, if
they mppam it 1s out of feor of loosing their akin.
The prepak boldly loot banks, hold up travellers...etc.
They aim to sstablish a Socislist ammign State in
Manipur. m oxrder to achieve this aim, ﬂmy would
“mpwm all comter.revolutionary people” and destroy
3 Ang iostess they anvimc to set wp
collectivised farming nationalisation of all trade and
business and a judicisl system of people's c‘mzz'ta; Put
with the sudden arrest of Tulachaudra, the appeal to
give up arms struggle (he)made to his comrades, shocked
the pecple. So much so that many consider it as a *fake
statement extorted under duress’, The state government
made capital cut of it md wommo‘itm appeal over

*class enemies®,

33, Ibid., p.13. |
%ﬁ; m;mm" include "capitalist politicians,;
bureacratic officials, the cepitalist sections of
society, blood thirsty contractors,.,.religious groups”.,
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Imphal radio thres times on Yebruary 20 and March 1, 1980.
The appeal turned a deaf sar, because his own comrade
.mupeax Shaxma formed a new group. Hot only that they
exscuted Tulachandra's closest aide his brother Chitrasen,
hesd of the "Red army® and K. Ibobi *Chairman of Prepax”.’?
Further s third faction has come out of the prepsk known

as Kangleipak Commnist Party. These groups are

sectarian in nature, the very name suggest discrimination
of ope growp from cthers. And as such, they have lost

" the respect and support of the people.

Today it is the PLA that coemands the respect and
gmﬁﬁ of the people (Meiteis) mgéﬁwmr. revered
by the PlLA like Mo Zedong as “their great leader and
teascher”, The followers of Bisheshwar are well disciplined
and ars comitted to their cause, The views of
H. Bishweshwar Singh represents the PLA philosophy. |
His writings reflect an unflincting comittaent to the
comunist political and organiszational principles;

23 hina monvwsw ﬁi‘ Rebels”,
34. gn June NI“@Q 1980, U:sn

35. Bishwoshwar made series of topwsecret trips ¢to thasa
al with his closest aides, incrder to obtain
1deological and tectical training from the Chinese.
Only on the third trip in early 1976 was he found out,
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especially of the Maoist Chinese variety. The PLA
represents the interest of the people of Nmipu: who

are Wm. It is their
duty to set free the prisoners of colonialism and
starvation, The main ofgen of the PIA is Dewn°in it they
have mmaod thelir philosophy. Excerpts)

“The future of the revolution is bright....

the unity of all naticnalities including the
Nagas, the Mizos, the Chins, the Kukis, the
Meiteis and 50 on, ocan arouse the neighbouring
states of Indla, hut also help guide the Indian ° -
working class the peasant movements and other
progressive forces, so that the Delhi regime

oan be overthrown with a joint forces, of the

vast majority....Ne can suocessfully echieve

i goal through this strategy...." The PIA
plans to "raiss high the morale of the peocple

By educating and helping them building up in

#irm revolutionary base.*

*Therefare, the most urgent issue at the present
stage is a real Marxist Party, guided by Marxism-
taninism and Mao-Zedony thought - a party,

shich by mobilising the whole masses, can lead
the people to an armed revolution to be
persisted till victery is achieved...”

36 . Excerpts taken from p_;g_m; official organ of the
PlA, vol.l, 3}'979: PeTe
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The PIA is a non-sectarian group, their ultimste
object is to esteblish the rule of the vorking class in
JIm:S.ag Therefore they have confemned the thaory of

*Negas faz_ the Nagas®, They have constantly appealed to
t;nm ana aiz;;to join hand té fight ‘mainst the
common eneny « ‘the Indian Government®', The PIA have also
criticized the Nagas and Mizos for the ‘Pesce Talks'>’
that they had with India. To them "™ar is the highest
form of struggle for resolving contradition, vhen they
have developed to a certain aﬁmﬁ betveen classes, nations,
states or among political groups and it has existed ever
sikte the emergence of private property and of claam.38
Thorefore to athere to Gandhian strategy would denote
cowardice, since it is a moans for the weak and digsdle,

m'ﬁmprm:ymofthﬂmwQQthm_
“Revolutionary Pecple's Pront” (RPF) which would include,
Manipur {Kangleipak) Nagaland, mm&, Assam, Tripura,
Meghalaya and Arunachal Pradesh, It is therefore cleai'
that the PLA intends to unite forces in the enid with the
Nagas and the Mizos.

37. They consider 'Peace Talks' as enemy'’s sugar coated
bullet, gsweet talks in the f£ace, stab in the dack,
it is their moral duty to defeat such deceptive
wespons of the by raising the consciousness
of the revoluticnaries groups.

38l P—M‘ p.3.



139

Bisheshwar Singh along with the ?&aaa trained
Meiteis form the hardcors of the PLA, After their
return from thasa (training), they followed the typical
Communist principle of forming small cells, generally
with ten »p&mllég it s a well oggania‘aﬂ anit"? therefore
thoy héva becn able to‘ garry ot mcuixéﬂxt attacks on the
eney. The Government has tsken stern steps to check
the inmurgents, and today there ars four battalions of
CRP, threeo battalions of the arny, and hal# a dosen-
battalions of the Assam Rifles in Menipur. But they
have falled to stem tho tids of insurgency. The géugzaphs,.cal
location of the stato has facilitated the sctivities of
the extremists, Their tactics are bold and fast w
gunning down the para-military personnel and anatching
awvay their arms. |

b

39, It is organized hierarchically, categorising from
- ° A to E, Copanddig on the length of training, level of

deve lopment and etence for action. The recruitment
is done only among the Meiteis and that too with D & 8
groups, It is thoir duty to act as runn couriers,
carrying stores, procuring rice....ete, While

ICY categories are entrusted with the task of carry g
messgnes or cencealing wespons and allied jobs, The
categories are supposed to perfarm certain assignments
and amg after successful completion are they gtancte
to the ‘A’ category. But how many have so far been
inducted is not known. On account of this hichly
functional oganisation, they are capsble of surpgise
actions, quick ddispersal....etc,
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The continuous presence of the army and the other
para-military forcos has made Manipur a hotbed of vice,
corruption and brutal encounters betwesn the local people
and the armed forces. An army officer said that Imphal
today 1s 1ike Saigon during the Vietnam war. The people
are disgusted with the vhole situstion, they'a sslution
to these problema. But on accognt of the political
instability in the stete, nothing concrete has been cble
te m:lew. fram evary nook and cornel of the state people
are demanding for justice, equality and sincere adminis-
trators and politicians, tnless the Cantral and State
Government work cut together the immediate needs of the

psople, things will aggravate and soon be out of hand,
NAGA DEMAND ’
"Froedom is oy birth-richt, and X will have 2%,

the Negas lived in {menm) villages situated on
wacceuss.bla mountains tops, wellefortified forts, aaeom
the Rags tribes c:omnmicatoﬂ with each other, thsy

remained isolasted and alcpf- from each other, The cutsiders
were too frightensd to vanturci:) into the interior, as |
fothing was safe in those deys of head-hunting, The British
were the first alieny, who gucceeded to peretrate into

the interior (1820), Despite such contacts the Nagas
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remained unaffected in their socio-economic and political
1ife. The British wers not really interested in the Raga
Hills, but becauss they often plundered and raided the
fartile plains of Manipur, Assam and Cachar, which were
under the British dominion. It alaso affected the law
and crder of the land. Therxefore they (British) were
forced to undartake punitive expeditions in the Nags
Hills. They were able to subdue the Nagas because of
their superior force and more equipped arms. To put an
and to the long and contimuoua raids, the Naga Hills was
4ivided and placed under different sdministrative units.
The company Government incorporated the Mao, Taugihul and
Naga areas to Manipur u:uz, whereas the Angami areas
;arc placed 4in Assam, but la;; in 1805 Haga Hills was
created as a au&r:.et of Assa.%C  Purther in &L the
British Government demarcasted the boundary between Purma
and Manipur to prevent conflicts and in the demagcetion
soms were placed in Manipur and others in Burma. The
Govermment tactfully 444 all these, in order to purmue
their self-interest policy and keep the people divided.
Therefors the question of Naga unification posed a big

40. Yomo, Aoy i‘h‘ mg E an, 95369-



142

probliem, since it was going to touch the international
boundaries. later by the schedsled district Act of

1873 it was declared a’scheduled district® so that it
::mld be exciuded from m genersl operation of laws in
the rest of British India. Thetr policy of protectioniasm
was faxthex grystallized by an Immer Line Regulation
1873 Laccoraing to which no foreigner could aoquire land

within the diserict.

The advent of the Bratish Rej to Naga Hills was a
bleasing in disguise. The Nagas were never completely
subjugated by the British, Even during British time,
®ach village formed an independent unit, self-suffictent
Wm Among themselves, the Nagas ware divided,
there was hardly any unity. But with the presence of an
alien pover, gradually there was some kinduses of
awareness and consciocusness, for a commen effort inorder
to repulse the foreigners. 7This le3d to the formation
of inter-tribal councils or associstions, in 1918 in
Mokokchung an@ Kohima known as 'Haga c,ldb’.‘g Inftially

-—

41, Allen, B.C., Naga Hills and Manipur, pp.366~07.

42. anand, V.R,., _Nagalgnd, {(Delhis Chanakya
Ablication, 1 ¢ P55,
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it mamad oﬁ govnr!ggg_g oftieials and a fovw haﬂing

hm of the neighbouring v.tnages. vho used to come
:.n for matxngs. to Mwaa- sbout t:’he social and adninia-

‘ tz‘atian woblm;

The 'Naga Club*, gave a new outlook to the Naga,
ancouraging them €O tranccend the narrow clan or group
loyalties and crystalliss a comprehensive ‘Nags IYdentity'.
The leaders who geared the club were people who had sean
1ife in Burops duriag world war-:.‘ .sé their 'ahu was to

raise voice aga:l.nnt eho social lnjniticn mzucua upon

them, | m::ezora; vhen siuun f:mics.tonﬂcam to xndia

in 1939,, ﬂuy prmmd a mnndmn in the name of the
Nega peap!.ti ‘

"We the undersigned Nagan of the Naga ¢lub at
Kohima, who are the only persons st present

to voice for our people, have heard with great
ragret that our Naga Hills wers included within
ths Reformed Sthems of India without our
Xnowledge. .., Before the British government
conquered our country in 1879-1880 we were
1iving An a state of intermitient warfare with
the Assamess of the Agsam Valley to the Horthe
West and the Maniputris to the South of our

43, @iﬁap P55
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- oy country. They mever conguered us m“
 were wa ever auhjugand to their rule...*
. The Haga clud further expressed the!t uppeueion to any
reforms which might ssek to integrate them to the rest
of India |

“.e.Ethnic distinctivaness and their low
level of economic devalopmant which they
feal would resnlt in an unequal relationship
4n which they would bs swemp by the Indian
people, their land seized, tholyr laws and
ezamxongsaummm and fdentity obli-
terated, " , |
T™he Simon Cmioﬁ 414 not consider sericusly the demand
for selfedetermination and so they wanted to group the
‘Hages under “backward tracts” but fater when Cadogan
while addressing the House of Commons in May 1935
demanded that the Nagas were wore sophisticated than
other tribes, tharefore they are mqaioim of the
commiasion ‘s should pass lawvs or regulation which would

e

44, Yomo, A., The Rising Nagas, p.132.

45, Rmmhban Radbika. "ﬂm Naga Impasse in Xndia”,
A8 ! EODOSOIA N, VQI.SM no,
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do away or affect their customs and laws.’® 5o another
appellation was coined e "Excluded aress® instesd of
backvard tracts, though Naga Hills contimed to remain
part of Assam, | '

v

‘The 'Naga Consciousness’ vhich wes based on village

‘ethnicity level!, recaived a savere jolt during the
second world war, The Naga Hills became an importent

war arena with the Jepanese invasion to India, It wes

an eys cpener to many ignormt and ferocious Nagas, who
had for canturies lived an excluded and igolated life,

It also marked the birth of 'Naga Mationaliem', because
with the advent of the Jspanese, a new hope glittered in
‘the herizon. The Najas took to hand more seriously their
dastiny ., | |

The war brought, misery, poverty bloodshed and
reduced many homoless and all sean last and shattered.
But thanks to the initistive of C.R. Pawsey, the Deputy
Commissioner of Naga Hills, who organizel relieve works
and established the Naga Hijks District Council in April

- . -

46. Yoo, A., The Rising Nagas, P. 13¢,
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1945, inorder to help the poor and suffering psople. This
otgamaets.on becane the nw:iéus of the Nags community and

a year later it changed the name to ‘Naga Hational Council’, #7
which aimed st promoting welfars, fostering unity and
fulfilling social aspirations of the Nagas. The Naga
National Council under the leadership of 2. Phizo became
more militant and ahangeﬂ the path of nonwvioclence to
violence. S5ince negotistion through table discusaion failed
to solve the differsnces, both parties (Indian/Nagas)
rescxted to arm ssttlement. The Indian army was deployed
to handle the situation and then followed the reign of
tarror, blocdshed in the Naga inhabited areas.

The Naga contention was that they wers snthuically,

- ¢culturally, histwlcany and religion-wise did not chare
any commonslity with the rest of India. Phizo's ethnic
philosophy was "Nagas sre not Indiansi just as Indians ave
not ﬂagi!..“ : ’!'h: Nagas belong to the Mongolian stock,
and for the fifty generations of their remenbered history
they have lived according to their own proud, simple and

47. Chauke, S., I
{Naw Delhi: Or
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utterly independent way of 1life. . The Hagas have maintained
8 socisty founded on the cooperation of ‘extended’
families, a society as old as demooratic and as real

as that of any country in the world, Historically,
Nagaland had no connection whatever with India and even.
the part of Nagaland vhich for a times cams under the
British atminiety ation was kept separate from Indis,
The Naga leaders had the vision of establishing the wvhole
of MMM as & separate region. For that purpose,
even prior to the departure of the Britich, Naga leaders
1ike T, Sakhris and Phirc’ toured the whole of Northe
Bast, sncoursging every commnity to join and cooperate
together inorder to establish an indepmndant state.

Bt unfertunately those days, the other commnities were
too susplcious and frighten of the Nagas and so they
opted for India. The Nagas on the contrary detested the
Indian leadership and beldly fought single handed for

8 sovereign state., Earlier the British adwministrators
had proposed for the formation of the ‘Crown Colony', é

48

48, MNibedon Nirmal, T : :
Lancers Publishers, 1981), p.l12Z,
49. The idea of “crown colony” came from the British mx-
nistratdes like Hatton and Parry. The idea was supported
by Rebars Reid and to put it in his own words: "We
have no right to allow this great body of non-Indian
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to which Nagas had objected. The idea was supported by
~ Chyrchill tut was vetoed by the Labour Government. J

'~ Fore than thirty years have elapsed, since India's
independence @ still the Naga problem remain undiluted
- and undigested portion, The struggle has only caused much
poverty, misery smd suffering to the innocent pesple,

The year 1951 was an Lmportant landmark in the
histoty of the Nagas, because for the first tims a
plebiscite®® was organized to deciSs the fate of the Naga
people. The Nagas unanimously consented to remain
separate as an independent state, free from the groat
powers, In fact earliar the Nagas had declared their
independence on 14th Axqust 1947, the plebiscite only
consolidated and reaffirmed the peopla‘s aspiration.

As pesceful means failed to settle the bene of
content ion both parties reserted to arms, vhich only

animistic and christisns to bes drawn into the struggle
betwesn Hindus and Muslims vhich is now and will be

in future, with ever increasing intensity, the
dominating factor of politics in India proper”,

The areas included were Naga Hills, NEFA, Chittagon
Hillas Tracts of East Bengal, Assam and some poarta

of Burma. Rao, V.,V., A Century of Teiba) &Liﬁ&g ‘

An NortheEast Indis, p.151. -

50. Chaube, S,, azn Folitics in torth-East, p.14S.
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further widened the possibility for settlement. The
Govermment of India in her inability to solve it declared
the Naga inhsbited areas as *disturbed areas® on
Jemuary 29, 1956 and on March 27th section 144 of the

| Indtan Criminal Procedurs Cofe,>lclamped down and forbade

the people to assendle in strengths larger than feur,

Sueh nwasures only betraved an mgcnriﬁ; approach 0

the aggravated situation., With the imposition of section
144 of Indian Criminal Procedure Code began the reign
of texror to the most peace peaceful and simple hearted
people. By the armed forces (special poweras) Regulation
of 1956; “any commissioned officer, warrant officer,
or noneCommissioned officer not below the rank of
Havildar or the Armed Forces could, in a Gisturbed orsa
- fire upon or ctherwiss uss force, even to the
Gaﬁl‘inﬂ‘ﬂf }Oiathn; argest, without warrant... search
any person... et¢, Thus there were a nuvber of rapes,
theft, torture ete. of the villagers,

Even before the actusl tramsfer of pover, in
June 1947, the N.K,C. scheme for an interim government

51. awmm' R-" pgm
52, Kaga Paople's Movement £oz: Human m.ghe (Saptentar 2,
‘P» ,



150

anzatca'by India m negotiated with Sir akba;:‘ﬂyaati.
!::be Governor of Asssm and formalised into what‘ came toO
be known as ‘Nine Point Hydarf Agresmemt', Both parties
agteed on 8 points but the last point became the most
erucial and controveraial, it ran as followst "he
Governor of Asasam as the agent of the Gwermen!s of Indian
Union will have spocial responsibility for a patioﬁ of
10 years to ensure the due cobservancs of this sgreement
and at the end of this period the Naga Mat{onal Council
will be asked whether they required the sbove agreement
to be extended for a further period or & new agreemsnt
Yegarding the future of the Naga psople:arrived st*,5?
Dy the Indien Independence Act.of 1947, the Naga Hills
District was handed over to Indias along with the rest
of British Indis, Discontented with the gransfer of
power, the Nagas once again re-asssrted thelr deuand

*at the end of this period {10 years) the Hagas will de
free to decide their own future”.”¢ But the government
of India mads no pretence sbout her policy, she clearly
stated that Naga Hills was part and partial of India
and therefore the question of self-determination 6id not

54. Yomio, A., pal”u
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arise, They would only re-consifier the situation and |
make minor adjustments within the Indian Union.

Along with Naga Hills, the Nagas from Manipur had
been fighting fend in hand, It was their contention that
Nagas in Manipur should be integrated to form greater
Nags Hills. This would include Tamenglong, Meo) Ukhrul
and Tengnoupal, The denand had been volced sven befors
merger with Inaia,”® aAthikho Datho (Mso) was arrested

and Jailed on Z7th dugust 1948 under Regulation IIXI of
| 1818, The issue on unificstion of the continguous Nagas
was brought up once again by the Naga leaders, One of
the agreements had besn the unification of all Faga
inhabited areas with Nago Hills,

v

58, mmudm of a meeting of hillwen held on 13,.8,1947
at Imphal under the Chairmanship of Mr, R, Suisa.
m Resolution passed unanimously weras

(a) The Hiil‘'s right of secession from the Valley
implied in the phrass of right of freedom of action
after the five-years period gmﬂ to in the Draft
Constitution is not recognis

{(b) The right of secession from the Valley carries
the right of secession from the Indian Uniom,

{¢) Hilla cannot be responsible for any commitment
the Valley might to the Indian Union.

A telegram was sent by the President Kags state Kohima

to the Msharajfas of Manipur on 14.8.1947, stating

o st elugion Fantpe nisl v e c3ee

W as ar snce ay

fourteenth August 1"1::.
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Instead the Government of India trested Naga Hills
1ike anir cther ‘tribal areas’ of Agsam and so it came
under the "Sixth Schedule of the Constitution*'. The
HN.C. rejected the Sixth Schefule as it provided
contrary, to the spirit of the Hydari Agreement and declared
the agroement dafanlt. With the positive affirmation
from the people (Plebiscite 1951) the N.N.C. launched the
freedon struggle in the Kags inhabited aress. The Indian
Constitution was rejected and the first general election
of 1952 was boyaotted. And on 3rd March 1953 the Nagas
staged a valk out, when Nehru and the Burmese Premier
Jhakin M visited the Naga Hills .‘s' The Government
of Assem conaldered it as a big challengs and declared
the situation to be a problem of ‘Law and Ocder'. The
N,H.C. leaders wers Munted, many ware forced to go
underground. The police raided many villages in search
of arms and ssmnition (Viswema, Kignema and Phesama),
The presence of the police and thefr sction only aggrsvated
the matter, In no time the Naga Hills became & bloody
battle ground. The N.N.C. crganized thamselves into very

56. Anand, V.K., Conflict in Nagaland, p.91.
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powarful units and started sabbotaging, roads were
cbstructed, bridges damnged and corsmhication disrupted.

~ n March 1956 the Raga Pederal Government was formed
and e newly Exw onstitution declared Nagaland as
Pecple's Sovareign mxuﬂwﬁm Parliament consisted
of 100 Tatars (MPs) a President and Cabinet Ministers
{(Rilonsers), Governors (Angs) for each tribal area was
sppointed. Thus a porallel government was set up to that
Of the Indim Government. Soon after the formation of the
Naga Pederal Government, the movement gathered movementum,
many educated, trained componmders murees and some
) ;t-nnumaat village elders joined the movemsant, Hore and
more thronged to join the struggle and gradually the
Nags Pederal Afmy rose to 5,000 msn, The Assam Governmett
unable to handle the situation handed over the matter to the
Cantre. The Assam Police Battalions were replaced b\y the
Indian Armed fceces (dpeciaz) Power Act), At the time of
the teke over tha chis? of the Army staff instructed the
soldiers as followss

Yo mast remember that all the people of
_the area in widh you are operating are fellow-

§7. Yomo, A., The Rising Nagas, p.21S.
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Indians.,.Some of these people are misguided
and have taken ¢o arws sgainst theiy ovn psople
and are disrupting ths peace of this area,

You are to protect the mass of the people from
thess disruptive slements. You are not there
to £ight the people in the ares, but to
protect them, You are fighting only thase who
threaten the pecple and vho ars a danger to the
1ives and propocties of the people, You must,
therefore do everything possible to win theiy
confidance and respect and help them feel that
they delong to Indias, «58 '

The undeclared war want on between the army and ths Nagas
dnabgtad. The army who were nuppos,? to protect the peopls
terrorised the commers, who refused to help them. During
the operations, they burnt Sown many villages, destroyed
their gransries, csusing missry and rendering sany homelsss
and orphams, At this stage, the Church leaders took up

the initiative and gpposled to all Nagas to work for peacs.
A meeting was convened st Xohima, Representatives from

all over Naga Hills thronged ¢o the meeting. It was

an important meeting because it was to decide adout their

88, Mankekar, D.R., ¢
{Bogbay: Manakés

a1 _Tig onabDegy AL
as, 1967}, 13;53;
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future. The pecpls publicly condemned the use of Violence
of both parties md suggested to settle the issue through
negotiction 29 A yvear later the Naga Poople 's Convention
met at Ungma in Mokokehung district and s Drafting Committee
was sppointed o formmlate their demz=nds, On the third
sagsion held at Mokokchung from 22nd and 26th Octcber 1989,
the 16 Point Drefe was discussed and after mch delibere-
tions and consyltetion, it was passed for the tridal
ssttiement of the Nagas political iscus. An mporeant
aspect of the Dragt Constitution was the intesration of
a}_lw a inhabited areas, wgﬁ.

m unmm lsadars refused to acknowledpe
t‘u 16 Point sgresment and continuod the path of wax.
Meanwhile p:gmnauan- were made for the inaguration of
the ‘Nage State's On December 1963 Haga Hills becams a
fullfledge state of Indls., But thers some significeant
departure from the 16th Foint Agreement. M"
was merely the reconstitution of the former Naga Mills,
and as such the internal lew and order situstion contimued

59, It was held at Kahima in 1957 from 22nd to 26th
Mgust - Thare weres more ﬁ:an 1,766 delegates vho
mama the medting. v
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to remain the same. It only betrayed the Indian doudle
aided policy and incressed the temsion in region, meking
it all the more problematic. The Naga Peleral Government
denied flaot and refused to acknowledgs the statehood, as
the state still dspended on the active prosonce of the

~ Indisn armed forces for its maintenance.

The denial to integrate the Nags irhabited areas
showsd the dubious policy of the Governmernt. The strugale
- ha@l been staged by all the Ragas, and rewarding only a
small group ,only furthered widened the gap for peaceful
settlemmyt, At the samstime, it was the unkindest cut
and a big political blunder, on the part of the Indian
Governmant and the leaders of the new Nagaland, %The divie
sionh was too visidle to be denisd the fact that Indien
Government was afraid of Naga's unity. Thereforw
accoptance of statchood was no solution to am aching
problem, The underground group or Naga Nationalists
contimied to remain active in their demand and refused td
acknowledge the legitimecy of the Nagaland Government .
Mesmdiile the Nagas from Manipur in a meeting held at
Ukhrul {2208 October, 1957) demanded for uniffcotion of
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all Nagas., They sccepted the lendership of Zapu Phizo
and during the troudble days’ gad mppezted actively and
some of the leading leaders were from this region, personsg
1ike Renyo ¢imik and T. Muivah, They have been in the
forefront of the movement and to this day, they are
playing important roles in the Naga politics.

In the meanmvhils to normalise the situstion the
Negaland Church Council oppointed a “Peace Mission* O
and a caan fire was declared (May 1964) by'thc”two
parties. The peace nission acted as a mid-way between
the two tut the peace talks eoum nm: be coakimaa as
the terms were unnegotisble. The Government of Indis
refused to sccwpt any solution outside the Union Constitue
t!.on. The Naga rewal Goment on thc othez hana
) émandaa for tha recognitm of then' rtght of self-

| mmazon and &f mcnary to hold anathnr plebescite 61

| | undn' a amat M'n mpemuon. Bue the Goverpment

60, 'I‘ha Pcam m:sion pﬂatca six rounds of talks before

Lo §5 collapsed in 1966, The peace talk ended in a
fiasco, becmise the Indian asrmy took advant o!.'

- the cease fire and raided many villages, tryl
round up the leaders. T™his connivance of the maiana

- guiged much distrust to the Indian Government , The
Peace Mission temm consisted of Rev. Michael Scott,
Jaysprakash Narayam, Bimla Prasad (haliha and (Shanker
Rao Dao), who for health reasong did not turn up.

61. Indian Gouernment rt!!uud to have a plebiscite, taking
the problem as internal’; question of law and oxrder.
A plebiscite would be dngnaus. as all Nagas mﬂ



of India turned a deaf eaxr and categorically stated that
theze was no quastion of a voluntary merger with Indis,

the matter had been settled in 1960 and so thers was no

scope for further talks.

Even though the mesting ended without any solution,
#till 1t was an achievement for the underground Nagas.
The Government of Indis by entering into a owasefirs
with Naga Yederal Govermment acdknowledged the status
of the Naega Pedsral Covermment as the spokeman of the
Naga fpaﬁpta. The ruling Government of Nagaland was by-
passed and cons idered a stoogs and collaborator of the
Indien Government, And that the final settlement of
the Nags problem can coms only from the underground
pecple. | |

n 10th October 1967, the Nagaland State Covernmmnt
made a formal representaticnh to the Indian Govermment
Gemanding that Ukhrul, Meo, Tamenghong and Ternymonpasl
aress of Manipur irhsbited by adbout 250,000 Nagas should

g

infavour of seperation, therefors, it would be m
uniise step to agree to the plebiscite,
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be merged with Nagalan "6’2 This iosue was taken up
by the Haga Integration Committees of Manipur headsd by

~ Athikho Datho and Risheng Keishing. The Government of

India wxpressed Willingness to Ssmplevert the agreement
as scon as the situation in the regiocn returned.to
normalay . |

In the meammile, Manipur was in a hotéh poteh,
the Meiteils Fought for statehood and the integrity of the

~state. At this juncture the Government of Mdta shrewdly

decided on a new device; that of granting statehood to
Manipur. This way, they hoped to help the people 4ivided -
the Ragas, Ttm plain and hills, For this purpose they
instituted the six suprossd to be autonomous District
Councils (Hills) and tried to cool off the doiling

caldron of integration.

Ancther turning point in the Nags movement for self-

63. Earlier M.T, Aliba Imti,President of H.N.C. wrote to
the Maharaja s “Political upheaval of the Hill people
in your state attracted the kesnest interest...give
in to the demandg of the Hill panle...s0 as to have
good relsation betwesen the Hills and plain Manipur
and N.N.C.* (26 august 1947).

T. Aliba Imti, suggested 1f necessary to have a
raferandum to determing the fate of the Nagjas of
Manipur. But the fact that they demanded for merger

only maplifies, their closer affinity - ethnie, cultural,
traditional, geographical configuration and

contiguity, ' :
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deterninstion was the signing of the Shillomgy Accord®’
- on Novesber mn. 1978. The leafers of the Naga Federal
Goverrment Knoﬂn& to discuas the Raga problem within
the purview of the Indian Constitution. And finally
they signed the Shillong Accord, The other (leaders)
including ihire condemned the signstories as traitors

- to the cause of the 03_3? A am_n-a.n.»wuqqu after the

Shillong Accord ramarked s "Did we fight and cuffer all
 these years for this”. T. Mutvah®® and Zsaec suws

~ denocunced the Shillong Accord snd have vowed to contimied

634

Shillong Accerd was uw - I. Temjenbs, $.Dshru,
Z. Ramyo M. Assa and Kevi Yallay on behalf of the NHaga

Foderal govermment. The following ware the outcosm
of the ,amunﬁau»asuu tad

i. The representatives of underground organisations
conveysd their decision of their own volition, to
accept, without condition, the constitution of India.

2. It was agresd that the arms’, now underground would

- be brought out and deposited at appointed places.

Datails for giving affect to this agreemant will be
worked out betwasn them and represantatives of the
government,; the security forces and mexbers of the
Latson Committee, :

3.1t was agreed that the representatives of the unders
ground organisations should have ressonable time to
foxmilats other issues for discussion for f£inal
settlemant

64. T. Muivah and Isane Swa are Chinese tratned guerrilla -

fighters. Along with them wers a host of Chiness trained
youths, condemning th@é Shillong Accoerd.
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m struggle, untili they attain thesir final goal.
The Naga leaders heve always shown willingness to discuss
but without any preconditiongs. |

After the Shillong Accord, a schism has taken
place in the Naga mwemem: at the most crucial stage.
It has been aplit into Swa-Maivsh group and Pro-Phizo
| group. In August 1978 Swu and Maivah were overthrown
by the Pro-Phizo group and detained. But in Pebruary,
1980 a counter-coup by Swa-Muivah group freed the
lesders and then followsd the fratricidsl war.foldmees.tS
¢ It has been reported that many of the Pro=Phizo members wee
. executed. This has caused mich distrust and mis-
Wﬂutanam amoniy the various Naga groups. Tx ibal 1 a®®
has seemd to heve penstrated and gradual nationalism
seem £O wane out,

65. T. Madvah is & Tangidml, while Phigo is an Angani,
therefore when the split took place, Tangihuls,
Semas, Changs etc, grouped under Muivah, But
mostly Angami becam® angry when Phizo's leadership
was challenged by Malvah«Swi, This how the National
e gs_:% ity s wwtm.xgya:e pron g;pdi ing

: to exi o commun ity, s assing
the question of ﬂauone'{ymu;. This oreatly
hampered the growth of National struggle.

. 2 ndia, 5th September, 1980,

*Naga Sherply Divided over Resumption of
Inm:gepc-;e.



162

" In the meamhile the lesders of the N.N.C. under
‘the chairmanship of Zashie Huire expelled the Maivahe
Lsanc n«nco from the N,N.C. as offenders of the National

~ Soliderity of the Nagas. Mr. Zashie Hutre®’ nas

favoured a solution of the Nagas political problem on
the basis of ths Shillong Feace Accord of November 11,
1975, On the other hand Miivah end n_nmmq Swa group

n.onm»un& a&: Shillang sgreement and even wwnaun-a& to
.. .gag 3»3 if he becass a party to »a and this is
- what «s 323 sald about the B N.C. “Indesd Naga

~ Nattonal Council is spent; it has turned out to be
nuwa&a_uﬁu, and mmuﬁnmu& at E.l, saetive . »nw effort
to revolution 4t is stifled, It has betrayed to carry
its solem national trust to the end... The resort being
mada to ‘peace’ and ‘unity’ is simply a Agmuug attempt
& covering up and making virtue of their cbvious
 treason.,. We declare the issue is sharp betwesn the
reacticnary traittes on one side and the revolutionary
patricts on ths other.., Trusly, the histoifc moment of
of Savén Nagaland from the failure of the H.N.C. has

-

7. ..mgaup Moves b Naga Pactions®,
Times of Indis, 16th Novenber uwmn
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come as the most crucial challenge to one and all,™®
Therefores Mivah<Swa group in collabaration with

Mr. Khaplang formed the National Socialist Council of
Nagaland on Jamuary 331st last, replacing the N.N.C.
Both the groups want to work for m welfere of the
people, but Gifference in idwology’® has made it
81£25cult to work hand in hand. The pecple are also
at a lost, even though they still acclaim Phizo as their
undisputable leader. Iiks the Israelites, the Nagas
are longing for the experted ohe, who will bring peece
‘and tranquility to the state. With this feeling they
await in great expectancy.

The Naga loaders have always shown signs of
willingness to discuss and negotiste with the Govern
mant of Indla, Often they have shifted their stand
regarding their stetus and conditicns of their merger
with the Indfan Union, But unfortunately the Govermment
of Indis has only traated the matter aﬁ a question of

68. Mam!csta of the National Saciautt Council of
Nagatand, p.5.

69, ‘The mivah-Izssac group are ideologically Maist
sihile NN,.C,: is anti-Malst and Comeminist,
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"lLaw and Order” and not a politic4l problem, Therefore
violence has been matched with vicience and the powerful
Indian Ay have had to contend with an underground

arey deeply entzenched in the syspathies of the people.
Show of arms and strength will not bring any solution

to the Naga iasue but only through cpen mind negotiation,
settlemant to the prodblem can be arrive at.

KLKIS :

Politictang, public ludu_fs, as iun as scholars,
analyzetha canse of evary prébim from the angle of
Exicish policy of divide and rule, Unfortunztely instaead
of remedying the maladies, they have ‘fust step in' to
the shoes of t:heiz predecegsors because they ﬂtﬁd it

more comfortsble and convenient. This has been one of the
main reason, why - the whole system has remained stagnant
and people are cbﬁstantly tmlﬂ.nﬁ agalinst the nyst:q;.
Day by day things are changing from bad to worse,
everywhere therc is hue and cxy, pecple of various
ethnic groups ave demanding for change of policy and
some have aven gons to the eftent of seceding from the
union, For this _mt:tw’.' vesterday tb: Nagas were
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congidered to be mad people, but today the Meitels,
Hukis have followed the footstep and are demanding for
 their right of self.dsternination. The Government which
18 suppose to protect the pecple ono longer exist to
protest and safoecuard their rights, JInstead thero is
military rule in the shole of Northeeast, empscislly in
Mizorad, Manipuzr and Bagan[?j!’oeph are diacontented
and this is gpreading like an epidemic and, unless
proper measures sre taken at the initial ctage, 1t will
be impossidle to remedy it later,

The Migos like the Nagas are fighting for ;‘swoxolgn
Mizoram', but as onhe sees it today the whole issue looks
so confuzed and diluted., The leaders are inconsistant
in their demand and 1% seans as though it is ‘ogo’
conflict that has been the leading factor.

In mtwr the Xukis snd Mizos are settled mainly
in South district and a fev pockets in the other districts.
They belong to the Kuki~Chen family. AS stated earlier,
 the Kikis had settled in Manipur only under the protsction
of the Manipur Msharaja and leter under the British
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Political Agent. Right from the beginning the British
~ had differentisted the indigenecus groups, as warriors
(Xukis) and Labourexs (Nagap). The Kukis Deing nomads were
faced with the problem of ’land', dut settlamert had been
given with the purpose of checking and countering the
xatds of the Nagas. This was what Major Mcotulloch the
Political agenmt of Manipur wrote:

“,++sBeyond the Manipur boundary sre the

Scootie mnd Loosai tribes. They ars dboth

powerful and dangercus Iut at presant they

profess friendship, and I encourage tham to

cone an@ go, though, 1f it were possidle,

the Scootie tribe should be asttacked, In

cormnection with thess psople and as a protec-

tion to the south of the Valley, the Rajah

and I have esteablished in the South,

Village of mxu"" to vhom are givan arms

and vhom we oall sepoy v&liagu...'"
The Kukis were not original ssttlers, they came to
Manipur st a much later stage.

At one stage tha Kukis had tried to overtiwow the
British yoke (1917-18) but had fatled in their sttempt,

70. HMajor McCulloch speaks of Rukis and Scooties, By
the Kukis he implies thoss hillmen living within
the Manipur south boundary line laid down by
Perberton in 1834,

71. Carey Bergram, S., and Tuck, H.N., @___q;%‘__mm
Pirma KIM Pﬂ.vate Lta, aizawl, 1971, vol.X, p.i18.
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After which the Hill areas of Manipur come directly under
the control of the British Political Agent of Manipur .
AS stated earlier the main probiem of the Kukis had been
‘Land?, they found themselves in a shaky position,

. therefore when the Mizoram problem pictured on the soene,
~ they took advantage and joined the movement,

Under the Government of Indla Act 1935 the tribal
‘eress vare ¢ivided into ‘excluded’ and 'partisily excluded’
areas. Iike the Nags Hills, Mizo Hills came under the
’mluxdnﬂ uﬂ&” and hence the Misos had no represente-
tion 1‘n the Assom legislature. The formation of the
Hizo union paved the path for mm mmm for independ-
snce. The Miso hﬁura papularzzia the Union not only
in Mieo Hills but alse in Cachar and Marifpur, But the
Union mebers came to a deadlock vhen it coms to the
question of foining India; some were for tti, wthers were
totally against it, This caused a split in the party in
the early part of 1947. Soms Mizos sipported the propossl
shm of Prof, Coupland, to create a ‘m'om Colony of Rastern
Agency®, quite contrary to the stand of the Nagas. A fow

72, Chabe, 8,, Hill Poli | h-East India, p.22. :
‘Excluded areas’® ware ¢ the Governoe 'Part:iauy
axcluded arsad’ were those areas whele legislative
asgemblies had jurmutton to dincun the ems.nu.
trative matters,
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leaders erphasized the aspect of ethnology’, social
stratification and religion as the points of distinction
between the Infians and Nagas. This group had the support
of the Council of Shiefs, who favoured the jotning to
Burma, 10 the meanwhile Naga leaders'® visited Mimo Hills
and encoureged them to join hand with Nagas to fight for

- political independence, but the sppeal turn a deaf eer.
The Mics m ieadcts pautely itold sr. I’Muo that it

was not wecptabu.

| The cutbresk of famtne dn 1958 favoured the

emergence of & very mportant and powerful party thet
was to pilot the political aspiration of the pacple

M.8.2.),7% me crgantsastion proved to be retevant and
chowed grast geal {n the welfare of the pecple. In
no time, it bocame very popular and hundreds thronged
to join the line, Seeing the succoss of thedr labeur,
gratually, they fhanged their line of action end declared
- ftself ag a poutiqﬁi party. |

} Plawe, p.148,

73. SBarin, V,I.K,, |
n 1946 and

*o-‘f_ g I

Phizo and T, Shkh
1947

74, MNP, » Rizo National Pront, in the begimning it was
called Miro cultural society but later changed it to
Hizo National Famine Front in 1959,
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~ 1ike the Raga movenent; the Mizo :l:mgq"h wvas
mwmtm. ‘:'mm:nhadmmzth-r
advantage of cultivating the contacts of the Nagas m |
east Pakistan, A mnber of chmm crossovers
were made by the Mivos, mmciw tlu umx of the
rtbai fareea taldenga, who apomw t’m Mizo mtaml
Paming nmb and later changed it to Mizo mtonal
Feont. The mmzy of the Mizon, mm i.n a4 sprane
fashion through a Mizo word Zlmemgatnal® The Mizos
have achosd the viewpoist, almost similer to that of the
Ragas “the Miros from tine immesorisl, lived in complete
Andspendence without forsign interference, chiefs of
6ifferant clans ruled over seperste hills... Theis
territoey had naver baen congquerdd or subjugoted by the
meighbouring statos.,.” 78

um the !hgu, m Mizos ehmaticxm mt fming
fmr thw mniﬁeaﬂm of the m:o-mam-a Miguw:

75, W = Mizo scholars thesselves have falled
: valent word. There are many stories
and lagends shout it. For example one of the exly
heroas, vmapa is said to have preached and praceicsd
this aapm the sthnie phtlowphr mn the last,

?‘t‘ mm; “z :

i ony y P ) TR
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belt covering Burmese tracts snd pmzons of !;hc
Chittegeng Hill trae.tz, besides pares of &nigmr and
Tripuras This would o engulfment of Manipur South
District (Churachendmr) with Mizoram. ALl these denands,
made the plain é@qph go eraxy because they ml'd be
strengulated by the hillmen, The Ethniciry of tho Mizos
to 1live under one Ms&r&tzﬁ roof provided such
aucamm and concern to the ¥siteis. To make the
demand mere effective, a Migo Re-Unification Comittes
waz esteblished Ain ths heart of Manipur, And the leaders
of various politicsl shedes converges st Churechandpur in
Jamary 1965 and resolved to secure s m.ma comprising

of all the aress {nhabited by the Miro people.’’

Ancther important event was the formstion of the
Kuki Hational Assexdly)C purely based on sthnic line.
The main reason for the formation were for ths banefit
and uplifement of the Non-Hags groups living m mmg
{a)} Unigy awd improvement mt’he
- Rakis -

- () Better anim with the naga
tribes

7. ,m&ap PQ 432

76. The Ruki Nationsl Assexbly v;a ﬁomed in 1947,
. for the welfare of the Kuki mnity. :
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{e) Cloze cooperastion with Valley people
to be loyal and psaceful citimen, under
the terms laid down in the Ruli National
Asgsenbly waluuon:”

Beside the Fuki Nationa) Agsewbly, a host of othar tribal

organizations were established - Hmar Congress (1954),
The Paite National Council (1938), The Gangte Tribal

Union (1958), Hwar Hstional Union (1959) md the Baite

uauamz Union mm. The Hmars National Union wanted

et e

Mug_&m of ail Hamrs in Manipur, Assam, Tripuras
and Mizoram into a single adeinietrative union, While
the Pajte National Council stood for formation of a
buffer stute is the form of "mm!md” between Burma and
WW&W the muaa aress with that of

i i SN Y

e e e i P

Ma The Kuki National Assembly on the other
hand demanded for the crestion of a "Muki’ state;
covering all non-Naga trides in Manipur, from the Central
Governmant. By the imposition of Manipur Hill areas
(Acquisition of Chiefa’ Rights) acts 1967°° made the

S
79, Resigtance, duly 5, 1977, p.7.
80, Chaube, 5. Hill Politics in North-East India,

Pe 197;
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. Rukis consider of their political fate. Therefere in
the mecting that followed in 1969, the Kuki National
Asgenbly resolved to demand for a Kuki Sgate (10th and

11th October 1969). The resolution was passed
unanimously by the Assembdly.
“At the outeet W, Haokholet Nagailut the
Gereral Sediretary moved a motion to revival
the demand for Kuki state within the untion
\ of India. He explatned to the delegates that -
| the Kukis are landless paaplﬁ of zndia.
‘ th‘y hwa baen ignored M Ml&ttﬂ.u.
+s+ Therefore the Assenbly unanimously resolved
to rovive and push forward the demand of the
Kuki pecple ﬁar Ruki state within the Union
of zna&a
The demand for a 'Huk{ State’ has caused much
uproar in Manipur snd Nagaland, The Nagas have strongly
\ opposed it and have declared that not an inch of their
L 1and shall be parted with., This isous had caused
misunderstanding and revived the old-snmmilty, and thus
have disturbad once again the puace of the people.

8.
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For the peace anf prosperity of the Stste will depend
very mich on the policy of the Government. At the
somotime tha Goverrmemt: has little choice on this matter,
because of the nature of the prodlem, compromise and
pauﬂcal_ settlememt is the only solution to the problen.
Bgt as it both parties are firm on their stand.

Ever since the Kukis demanded. for a "separate State”
the call of the Mizos for the unification of all Mizo
irhabited srea have almost becoms diluted. The Kuki
' chiefs vho in the early sixties had joined the rank of
the MNP, are now moxe in favour of a Kuki state, The
establishment of 3 Kuki state would be a big threat to
the integrity of Manipur, as well as other states iike
Agsam, Nagsland and even Mizoram. The Xuki leaders had
tried tooth and nafl for the attainment of thaiy demard.
But with the sttairment of statehood by Mantpur, it was
no longer feasible and acceptadble to the peopls of
Manipue, The frutt of theiy struggle was that they were
able to bargain out @ Autanomous District Council out
© of the Haga ithabited areas, The Nagas on their pare
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have ceagelessly objectoed to the treatment rendered by
the Govermment to them, The Kukis in Manipur ever

| since stetehood, had demanded for the separation with
the Nagas and they wirae interested in having a Kuki
district. Naturally this would Smvelve the Negas and
the Meiteis; but as it is the Maiteis do wvart to settle
in Hill srdas because the plain is already overpopulated,
therefore they will not be that keen to part with their
1and unless they will benefit something out ©f the
bargain, The Mukis thomselves ars very mch parplex)
as to shat will became of their £ate, 4f they contime
to be under the Meitels and Nagas., In fact during the
NManipur Foreign National agitations, the Meiteis had
categorised tho Migos and Mukis as foreidn naticnals»
The Kukis oné Hizos are more akin to the Chin tribes
in Burma and also during the past ysars the influx
of Chins tribes into Manipur especisily in Tengronpal
district have mltiplied the population of the state.

Instly, the recent demand of the Kukis for a
separate district have further disturbed the situation
in the Hill areas. "The Ragas and the Kukis for the
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pw are on war path with each other, becauge the
NHagas have refused to acknowledge the claim of the
Kukis over their land. The situation has been further
wads mors critical by the Gemand made by the Mizoram
Natfonal Prott, to integrate all Mize irhabited areas.
This would sitometically affect) Manipur, Tripura,
Apsan and Burma, Once again the integrity of Manipur
has becn challenged by the Mizos.



CORCLUSION
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iIn the preceding chapters, the problam of Ethnice
Relation had been discussed from different aspects.
And the problem had been a long standing one. It could
not be an over night explosion, but a gradual develop-
ment in the course of history, which culiiinated in
compartmentalizat ion of the various ethnic groups.
This affected their relationship’ being isolated, they
becams practically strangers to each other, living in
a world of their own. This has greatly estrange their
relationship and in a way have bean one of the msin
reasons of today's crisis, It hd¢ their politieal
aspiration that has put them in the 4disadvantage position,
Even though entimically they may belong te differemt
groups, still had their political aspiration had been
united for a partioular course; unity among these ethnic
groups could have been possible. Instsad the demand
for separation have been the set back for their unity.
And on this issue mithority have failed to give a proper
solution and sstisfy the parties. Today, Manipur
presents a fragmented society, irreconciliable anj
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incompatible to easch other. And this has given riee
to many factors such as political, social and economie
upheaval in the state. Thers is uprising from every
nook and cornsr of the state, making the state
machinery disfunctional, leading to the mﬁtioﬁ of
Marshal law,

The existing problem has been further aggravated
on accm of the lack of amployment to thousands of
youths, Today in Manfipur there are over one lakh of
youths rogista:cq in the uuploymm exchange office.
Unless proper jobs are given; the problem will only
be further aﬁm. leading to the destruction of the
state itself, According to Mr, Dorendro Singh,-the
actual ceuse of today's crisis has been mainly due to
lack of jobs for the youngsters. The eucated finding
. themselves like €ish ocut of water, are forced to take
shelter with the insurgents because they can't get
| an afgeptable job. The youth empecially are very much
frustrated on account of the malpractice for the
salection of the dandidates to various posts. Jobs are
| éqid 1ike commodities in the market, so only pecple who
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have wealth and influence are sble to dargain st
reasonable price. The poor have no choleoe but accept
their fzte. It is this discriminatory factor, which
has forced many Meitei youths to take the path of
‘violence mé destruction. The Valley has become

the battle ground betwoen the extremists and the
Indian s¥my. A big tamasa has been crested; the Meiteis
want to snd the rule of the “Mayang Regime” and -
instead they want to sstablish “Kangleipak". This
chmvinistic attitude (ltke the Nagas, Mizos) have
isolated the Nagas and Misos from the struggle.
Therefore it is difficult to figure out who iz more
chauvinist i, whether Nagas; Mizos or Meiteis.

In the Valley the Kangleipak movemant has been
syecessful because there are many eminert and influen-
tial leaders suppoeting it.l It has been elso reportes
that the Speciel Service Buresu (SSB) hes 1ink with

1. The Maitel extrenmist themselves have confessad that
they had been aided by some Meiteli VIPs, The extree
mists belo to the Maitupha Sharma faction of the
Pgople Revo onary Party of Kangleipak have cmfuaoa
to have receSved i, 1,40 lakhs from two Manipuri VIPs
for their violent activities. Even Raj Kumar
'lf‘;_:lwhandza - wfmcd that he had received is. 1 lakh

om 8 Manipur

M&; ZSth mm; 1980,
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the PLa, t.hei'afau they had been al;l.e €0 carry out
successful operations. The people in general are
sympathizers of the extremists , thersfore, the anmw
hadl not been dbbcessful 4n extermineting the heandful
of extremists, And as long as, it had the support
of the mass, the sthority will bs only cracking their
head without any sffect, As it is, peopls arw
disgusted and have a strong hatred for the sutharity
and arm forces, Therefore, daspite the presence of the
atmy, the axtremists successfully carry out many dare-
dsvil foats 4n the broad day light. The Cemiral Governe
ment hed thaught thet a popular government - was the main
set back for the suppression of the extrsmist. So
President ‘s rule was imposed, But on the contrary the
situacici: had gone from bad to worss, the '13‘9. and order
situstion has been detericrating. The army inspite
of theu' latest eqn&punté and tacticn have failed
to control and mubdue thase handful extremists.

The situstion in the Hills is no better| the
Kukis and Nagas have once again renewsd their hostility.
The outbreak of hostility has been on the long standing
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issue of ‘oceupation of Naga areas' Dy the Kukis. The
issue has besn over the demand of the Kukis for the
crestion of Sadar Hills District in Manfpur, Barlier
the Gemsnd had been for a ‘separate state’ but when

the demand went urhesrd, gradually the dsmand shifted
to a district, Many Xakis had settled in the Naga
irhabited areas of Mantpur east; west and north districts,
therefore areation of a new aistrict meant bifurcating
1% from these Gistricts. Therefore naturally it affected
the Nagaz and Meitwis, but on this isme the Heiteis
have remained silent, only the Hagas have raised their
protest against the inclusion of their land in the

nev district. The crestion of this new aistrict will
have fiar reaching effect on the Nagas and Rukis. The
Naéaa, who constitute the major group in the Bast, West,
and North districts will be further aivided,!the
crestion of Sadar districe . Thus & further break up

of the Naga community would mean, the continustien of
the British policy of divide and rule. Another thing
is t‘hab. the Nagas will not W any aolntion pric
to the final settlement of the Naga problem. Instead
1t will only inflame their hatred and emimity with the
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other communities. In fack already, the Naga students
of Manipur had reacted to the creation of Sadar Hills
Ginstriée, They had oxganized peaceful blockades in
the Nagu areas of Manipur on Decexbar 12 and 1%, 1980,
which paralyzed completely the activities of the state.
Again on Pebrusry 17 and 18, 1981 another successful
blockadss were organived in the Nags inhabited areas.
Unfortunstely, the pesceful blockade vas olérmpted;
by the incident which teok place at New Heavens, tbout
 sixty defenceless youths were b'oat':m';xp 28 Bn, assem
‘!‘liﬁes:;-."; withoot any reason, This has turthar incited

both comunities’ No one kvows the reasong foxr the

‘3« Raga Pacple's Movement for Human Rights,

: Mgmorandum submitted to President of India
opposing crestion of Sadar Hills District;
New Deolnd, 324 April 1981, p.3.

3, TPollowing the blockades on 12th end 13th Decerber
~ 19%0 an inciting aevent sccurad in Sadar Hills at
Hotbung (a Kuki inhabitant area), The National
highw asses through this place (Motbung)., A
private bus playing from Mac to Imphal was stopped
on the way by a big gathering crowd, mootly |
g:umatera‘; They sought out the passengers and
&t up all the Nagasg, the lives of the Ragas were
saved by intervention of the srmy comvoy thst was
- passing that way. The incidant could have started
once again the tridal feuds, The situstion
: Lig’ the Hills continues to be very tense and
Cangacure, :
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interferance of the arm forces in this democratic
, dmwm:laa.

The Nagas have not cbjected to the oreation of
Sadar Hills district but instead they have oppoeed to
the inclusion of the Naga areas in the proposad new
dimrict. As 1t 1s the issue 12 a real thorn in the
flsoh, because without the inclusion of the Naga areas
the crestion of Sodar Hills district is not possibie,
since the Xukis ssttlement in Manipur is recent (land.
loss), Therefore, Nagas knowing full welll, the issue #y
have not favoured ! amd since their major problem still
remaing unsolveds The problem can be solved only
through cordisl and mutual consent from each group.

The crestion of Sadar Hill district will have
many advantages to the Xukis. In the first place,
they will have s permanent home-land, the land will
bocome thelrs , they will bho longer be obliged ¢o the
NHagas. Secondly, they will be in a better position
to racrganive their politiecal, sociasl and economic life.
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The cresation of Sadar Hills will ba bond of unity

for the Rukis. 1In this new district, they will
conatitute the majority, outmmbering the Nagas and
other commnitien. While the Nagas are faced with

the problem of ferther division of their commnity.
Taking for instance, the Tangkhul Nagas, their country
has bsen already bifurcated between Bgrma and Indias,
Now a further break up again in the administrative unit,
is a clear stéu of the Government ‘s policy to disine
tegrate the Nagas, The Nagas will be reduced to minority,
that means gradually they will be forced to leave theiy
own land. To which the Nagas will never agree, they
will surely £ight tooth and nail till the last,

All the thtp the state has been ﬁlaying & negotive
fole. The Hill arass have remained backward and
mqlectﬁﬂ. The so~called 1&&&3 of the people, or
representative of the pecple have only taken advantage
of the growing tensicn in the plain and Hills, The
politicians have been the zaai‘m:%spomibu for the
cuthurst of all these orisis in Manipur. Today, whyy
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thmz is polittcal inseabiuty am! m.cm'ity? :e is
omy becauat the poutzlo:.m hm bnn gu!.M by
tinserupulous p:inctplea. They have not really tried
to fo analyze the problem but instesd self-interest,
qa&nv hzs precedsd their principle, therefors often
they have tried to utilize the comwmnity differences
durtng election campaion apd while tty:l.ng to’ mtt
thuz pregrmi‘. And this logacy has been emhmea
by the aaamwtratotn, ‘when miazly, ie zs quut ion
of atvantago and appointment. This is one of tho reason
why aitnation 4n Menipur has always rm!md bad anﬂ
oritical.

There 13 need today for the Goverment to change
her polkay towards the Nages, Rikis and Meiteis. They
camnot contimue for long 3¢ they still persist on
divide and Tule policy, At the sametime view,the
problem 6n1y from the angle of law and ordex. *rhé
pmbxm axist but 1t is beyond i:hq m: ﬁuo&ion of
law and order, 5t requires s poumn aomtioa.

mm: Indian Gavmmm. has always mkctca ta ook
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into. Therefare as long as the Mizo or Naga problems

are viewved from the law and order ot as 'internal problem’,
it Vi1l contime, tut who knows for how long. As it

is the whole of north-east India is already 4n an uproar.
The Government in the past has always been slow in

acting, They always regarded the region as a problemic
arcn, a thorn in thé flesh, It is all because it

occuples a strategic 11mca't:1on; with mak communication,
geographical épec&alitua...etm With such feelings

of indifference and'concern for the region, make the
cmx&ste‘we_ with the mainstream Sifficult and unreliable,

The Chinese invasion of 1962 betrayed India's
concern and attitude towsrds the North-east. Delhi was
too willing to pare wu:h the region), but uhf.nﬂuuately
the m:umu stcppad tm udvami and thus the regiecn
J:maimd an znt-q:al part of India. u‘m then Prime
Ministog Nehru's speech to the nat_ion clmly shows

how rach India cared fértholpeapl'ojof &ix':th-'-oasti |

“,..¥rom the stxaeogtc v&m pom t.hia :
entire region is linked wu:h the rest 0!
InSia by a narrow corrider,  This renders
the entire region indefiensible by India. .
Por any thyest to this single line of
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comaction will force the Indian Governe
ment to withdraw all military forces from
the region. A push from the north by
Chine as in 1962 or from the south through
the Bay of Bengal by some major power will
force India to abandon the sntire region to
its fate.,. this military vulnerability
of the region as part of India explains the
Central Government ‘s reluctance for ceapitasl
investment in the region, This explains
why not aven a single heavy industry has
been Rocated here despite the abundance of

- inehausible raw materials in theregion
++s It 15 thus evident that Mh for external
sscurity snd internal economic development

~ the petple can expect nothing from nems_.."

With such pretence of concern, loyalty to India can hardly
be s question and no wonder the tortheeast in their struggle
shout such slogans as "We have olil and tea in the plains,
uranium and other precicus minerals lie buries in the

hills. We can buy millions of dollars, péund, sterlings

and yen to make our region the industrial nerve-centre

of the far sast. We have not grasped our potentialities

FEPRE,

/ 4, Nibedon ﬁi:mal..” ) Bthn E'A , ', {Dethis
lancer Publication, 1981), p.22.
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for the last 30 years, WYe have been degeived by falne
prmps Ingpite of the cultural and religious
affinity to the mainstream the Meiteis and Assamese have
refused to sccept the leadership of Deihi. |

The Ethnio eruption in the Northeeast has been
camisod hyw_thi prolonged step-motherly treatmert given
by the mﬁires Iz has not been an overnight exuption,
instead it \hes been a gradual development, Today the
whole of Morth esst states are demanding for the
trangportation of fa:eiqmtac from northeeast and
because of the sconomic boycott especially lt'has affected
greatly the economy of the country. The situation has
m move critical with the presence of underground
movament all over the region, If the unity of the
undsrgrounds bem a reality, Inf0ia with all her forces
will be unchle to face and solve the problem, The
north-east will becone another Vietnam or Kampuchea,
Therafore it is high time that the Government should
change her polioy to the people of rorthweast.

S Mv«v Pe124,

6. Porsigners - various terminologies used in Northesast
vals = non-Mizos 3 Dkhar = non-Khasis
Mayang = non-Heiteis (only Indians ars referred to as
Mayangs, Vais or mam ,» not the other tribal
cormunities).
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Coming back again to Manipur, the problem which
confronts the state is a reslity and a hard mt to
eragk, The only solution would bs to give freedom to
these groups dut such solution would only endanger
the security of India. Anothar mpasgure could be
adopted ~ that of reorganiaing the states in the Northe
sast. In this matter only a political solution to the
existing problem will solve the problem partially. Thus
a Recrganization Comnittee should be established to etudy
and reorganice tzhl states according to ethnic groups.
A8 alroady sald, the leadars of the variocus ethnic
commnities be assambled to discuss out the problem,
and a spirit of give and take should adjust thely existing
differsnce. As long asg the atwaﬁion contimes in this
condition, progress and amlmw camot ta)et place.
Instead thers will follow a tccgrm of ho:m -
mmwion, for which the Indian Goverrment w!.u be

responsiblie.
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