
S "l H tl X C R S L A T % 0 N S 

( A CASB STUDY CR MANIPtJR ) 

S • M. HONORAY 

Dissertation Submi'tte~ in Partial Pulfilment of 
the Requil'emaute for the Degz-ae of 

MASTBR C. PHILCSOPHY 

Centro for: Political Studies 
Scbool of social Sciences 
Jawabarlal Neb.N un1vers1t:y 

New Delhi - 110 067 
1 9 a 1 



JAW AHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY 
O.ui'fRll JOlt PCPSO.G fliUJ)JBS 
8CBOOJ, o• ~ SCP!IOB8 

Gram : JAYENU 

. 652282 Telephone . 652114 

New Mehrauli Road, 
NEW DELHI-110067. 

Oe..U.$4 .,.. .. a~ ....... , ...... a..ct. 

•UJo -...sotfs • • o.a.a stv»1' o~ JWfii'UJl• • ..,.,., .. ._ ._ .__.. ~ ...... •• au---
401-. •• 4e- ....... - _, " .. 

va&w•Mr 



In w.ritt.n; 'this diesel'tatlon 1 am deeply 

indebted to m4flr suparvleOr:..tmtiae A'hmet, eo~ ble 

Slwaluable · ;uidance entt ea~agement. a all steges 

in tbe preparation of thi• work • 

. 
. J also ecle:novlet~;• my tbaak• to tbe ctud.l'llal'l 

en6 'the f'aeult:y of tbe ce..,e f« Political. Studlea, 

f« thou valuable adVice and zeady help. 

My emocest &PP'feoiatlori ere due t:o many, 

the t.OralY sta~f o.e Jaw&1aclal itelu:u. untvuet.ty, 

NeJu:u tbnoJ:ial LUlracy, Cent~al seere~e.r1at aDS 

Man1pw:' ·State Assanbly Ubral!'y for their generous 

belp anti cooperatlOb 1b the colleetion of my 

source metcia1•. 

AnC! lastly~ my tban'ts to Mr. Tullddaran, 

ff# typing cat my 6lsser:tatktft. 



· C®'ENr 

Chaptel'- I 

lN'IRODUCI'XO.R 

Chapter • %1 

MANJPUR S1'Aft 

• Geographical Feet«• 
.. Bccncmy 

""" Po11tieal set up 

ataptc • ux. 
R(X)'l'S t:6 CCMI'Licr 

- Rae• 
- Religion 
- lerlOUaqe end Cultun 

Oleptu- iv 
POLtTICAL .£XPRBS$ION t:. 
mtm<ttft 
• Meltbet 
-Raga 
- iCUJd.e 

Qlepter- v 
CONCLUSION 

• * * 

Pagess 

••• 1- 14 

••• 15- 60 

••• 70- 113 

••• 114- 175 

••• 176- 199 

••• 1S9 - 199 



Chapter- I 

IHTRODUCT%0R 



Ever sJ.n.ee its merger with the tndiaD Union, 

Manipur bas been passing thrG.tgb hard times. There has 

been disturbance and uproar in every noolc and corner 

of t:b., state and 1:b1s made life very insecure and 

uDpredietabte. The ~rcblems tbat confront Manipur today 

are tbe resu~ cf a long historical development. The 

Nagas living in the state .iD collaboration with the other 

RagS$ took up arms 1D tbe •arty fifties to fight for a 

•sovereiOD State •. Thus, the Raga lnbab~ed areas were 

declared as 1dist:urbec1 areas • and are still under military 

rule. 1'bts was followed by a similar c.'flmand by the M1zos 

GDd Kukis in t:'he ear ty sixties. 1'be result was that they 

too had to suPfer similar f~e like the Ragas. The 

separatist mcwement of the Naoas and Mizos affected tt. 

m1nt1 o£ Maiteis. They considered the !liOV1tmel'lt as 

daugerms to their security and aboVe all f~ tbe 

integrity of Manipt.r ~ so tbis posed a big problelfti 

to them. What exactly distu1'b4td the Meiteis was that. 

if tbe Ragas and M1zos were allcr.red to be integrated 

either w.ttb great.er Nagaland or Mizoram. their st:attus 

would be very nucb dimfnisbed r M8\.tpu.r 'tiJOUld no longer 

be viable ae a state, siDce it would have to part with 
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9/loth of the area. This was their biggen. concern. 

'J.'heretore they always opposed toMb and nail, whenever 

the J.asue of 1Dt.eg~"at10D cropped up. 

The second 4l•st1on is, vhy the Ragas tmd M1zos 

want ~o joi.D wi.th Nagalalld « Misoraft respectively. 

Th!s J.s tbe problem of 'Btbnicity •. Tbe Ragas and 

glds (as tbey are known in MaD !pur) bave great• 

affinity with tbe people llv.t.Dg 1ft &agatand and M1Sorat'l· 

The Nagas bad fougbt for a .tsovereigD st:ate• bat later 

a section of .tbe Nagaa accepted b abU!e by tbe IDdiaD 

Canet1~1on 8DB tbue Raga land Stat:e was created • But 

t.n tbe aenercatioll (boundaries) of the Ragaland state" 

onty a section of the Ragas wre lnela&tcJ 1D the new 

State. This 'dubious policy • of the Ooveruaent, further: 

aroused tbe senttmeat of the Bagas aDd they stroDgly 

demanc!ec'J for 1Delua1on of all tb• Raga 1rtu!l,ited areas 

iD to tbe new state. After all• the Ragas fJJ MaD!pur, 

Assan and ~1 had paid the sallle priee, endured 

the same bardab.!p. TherefoX'e tbey ukea why they lhau.ld 

be sepcat:ed once ~ln. 



3 

As already 1Dd1eated the Meitels bad vehemently 
. 

opposed tbe 1Dtegration of the Nagas and Kuld.s with the 

J:espective states of Ba.9aland and Ml~am. The problem 

that CODfronts the state J.s wry peculial" and ao other 

states .tn l"llcUa ~ace• tiUdh prcblero. The Mef.tet

conat:f.tut;e tvo-t:blrds d. the total papulation, but they 

occupy only one-t:entb of the total area, while the 

Ragas and the IQlltis occupy nine-tenth of the i:otal area 

blt: _ pcpulation-wlse they constitute caly ona-tbll:'d of 

the population. This UDeVel1 c.U.strlbut!oD of pol)Ulatlon 

aad territory has baeD the prime reason "'Y the Meiteis 

have always opposed the illtegraUon prograrraM of tbe 

Ragas ana Mizo• (Xukie). 

'l'he Government of India bad bope6 to dilute tbe 

Raga an4 Miso issue by ~anting etat~ood to Man !pur. 

state'hOC)d vas 1'10 solution 'to the problan, beeaua &VeD 

after statehood, the issue continued to be raised by 

t.be Nagas and Mizos and this has only rmltiplied prd:tlema 

1D the state. As one lcoks at the preble, it 1e a 

difficult and Complex prOblem. 



As alreadf mentiotled earlier, Man1pur eonslats 

~f tbree 81st1nct grcups, vtz. the M&iteis~ Kuld.a aDd 

Negas. These t~ee groups haw c!Jivcgast views abot.lt 

the state of MaDi'PUI!'. tftle Ragas and JblWJ are want.f.Dg 

to separate frcm the st:ata.. '.ftle Meltels ar~ 
~eresta! ill preserving the integrity of Mantpur ,· 

beCause without: the Hille Manipur cannot be Manipul'. 

'J.'hase differences in cp1nlone, have made their retatioD 

unstable atWJ tmSOW'ltl. The conflictiftg demands bave 

alao ma&t the people dlsUustful ena suap!ei~s of 

each other. IDold.ng et 'the ~robtem. one visual las 

tb~ the demands of these two grm.ps are baseS on 

·~hnic grounds '• th~ . they are different from each 

otbezo and elso frcm t:be Mett:eis. Therefore tbey should 

be al10tf8d to integrate viti~ tbe!r seperatetJ bretbem. 

So here the concept: cf tz~bnici~y • bas beeft used 1D ceder 

to study and analyse their problems. 

The concept of tztbrliclty' bas beeD u.ad fcc 

vutous :r:easoas t Plrat the groups that .tdlabi~ t'hta 

regtoD are thcee tU.stinct groupe. Tbae groups even 

afte,: many yeua of essoetatioa ccntrrua.~ to be 
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separate and distinct. There bas been no cultural 

inter-action despite their physical closeneas. 

Secondly,( tn these CJI'CU-ps t:be con~ of tae•. and .. 

•tban• ia very meb prevalent;) ~s a Kbld will 

ldent.ify other know and unlatovD Kblcis as •us • er •we • 

and the other eomrunities as •th• • or •they •. (_This 

1s one of the ways through wbicb commm1t1es are , 

d1st1nguisbecs.):st.hn1c loyalty ancmg these grouli's ale 
very mcb 1?tisible and manifested. Tbirdly, history 

bas played a major factor in the making of theaa 

ftlmie groups. Besides the historical factor, there 

are other factors like soe1al, linguistic, eulturat 
I 

an ... tJ economic disparities which have further aggravat;ed 1 
and wl&!ned the gap. Another iq:Jortant factor Which _j 
bas ·favoured their ethn1c1ty 1s the geagrapbical factor,. 

'J.'h!s aspect w111 be dlseu.ssed in detail later. 

'nlat Maralt>UJ: is DOt a hcmcgeneous ecmmnit:y ta 

obvious from the 6ernands of the different grQtps. This 

bas eontribltea very mucb to the apathy of the 

different groups, and tn a way ted 'to many tusles, 



betweea the vulous COilllunltles. 'l'he Nagu and :teuk1e 

especially donot feel a sense of belonging to the State, 

as they always look forward to their union with Hagaleftt! 

and M1£oram respectively. Cb tbe other band, t:be Me1t61a 

fi~iDg baclt J.norder 1:0 preserve the ~egrity of 

Mall1pc. 'l'h1ls psycbolog1cally, m~ally and emotionally, 

the iabab1tants of MatJJpur do not share a ccmnon ideal 

or goat. lrlstead tber are more &:nf.nat.ed by the sense 

of •stbnia groups •. 1Bthn1c consciousness 1 • lD fact, 

tbese past years, etbrlic CODsciousnea has playect a major 

role in tbe state activities. Tbls point will be 

elucidate tater. 

tEtim:l.cJ.ty 1 • is generally referred to as the 

perception of group difference and social bouDdaries 

between sectlODS of a populatlon. That ls, a 6latinet1on 

is made between groups of t;>eop le vbo are 11v1nq together, 

in other words, etlmioity is tbe recoonitlon of s1gn1f~ 

difference between 'th• • and Ius • .J Par90D Talcott spoke 

of etbn1c1ty as foeu.s of qrcup l&tntitYI that is the 

ozo~J.on of several persons into d1st1Dct1ve groupa 
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end second cf solidarity and· the loyalties of 1n61v1dual 
1 members to sueb groups. Here Parson ba• broaght 1n 

tftt)Oxtant aspects, which constitute the meaning ana 

concep~ d. et'bDlolty. He bas brought .ill the aspects of 

group identity, that is dtstinet and· secondly solidarity ~ 

aDd loyalitlea of the 1nCI1v1daal memt:»ers to saeh grcupe. 

Bat ber:e.fe bu not disaJsaed wbetber: '&tbnieity' me"": 

also •rae.•. because t,.... are some who consider 'Race • 

and '£tbnicity• ae one and the same 'thing. But em the 

contrary it: is not so, because audh meaning will only 

DaErow down the meaning and concept of Bthn1c1ty. Slnee 

Bthntc1ty ls used iD a mucb wide sense. it trangresaes 

the narrow aspect:.s of race,- eulture, eolQU' ad e!t:it!'Amship. 

Instead the soetat scientiSts bwe loobd upcm 'Bt'hn1elty • 

frOID a mcb broader aspect. They dOilOt deny the factors 

that constitute tbe mald.tlg of aD etbnic group Viz, origin, 

cultw:e, blstory but they have al., laid ~basis OD 

ttllbortty group•• religious groups, 1t&erest grcupa etc. 

which play vital roles iD the formation of various etlm1c 

1. Glazer ana Mobnibal'l (ec!s. > , Bthnicitv: r 1"her and 
S!£Rer1encJ!, (Cambria;et Harvard Press, 1976 
Parson, T., •soma 1'hecrettcal Consideration on the 
Nature and Trends of O'Jange of Bthnieit:y•. p.S3. 

2. Race would mean people caning fram the saa. stoelc:, 
liDe the Mongoloids, Negroids, Caucasians. et:c. 
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groups. Therefore. there are no bard and fast nt les or 

say the yardsticks to measure the ecngrecity of Btbnieity I 
Let u:s examtae another defln1t1<m give by 

Caroline P. ware. Sbe deftaesu 

*ltbn1c cCIDJ'tlDitlea• as groups boQnd 

together by comnon tie• of race. nationality 
01: culture living ~ogether v1tb1D an allen 
ctvillzattoa but rtaaining culturally 
distinct. They may oecupy a position of 
self-sufftcier& 1110t.atf.on or they may haw 

atensl\'$ dealin9a· with tbe su.rrOUDding p~ . 3 
latlon while retaining a separate ldentU:y.• 

This cJefiDitJ.on 1s uue of tbe ttbbn1c ~1ttes, l1vblg 

.In MaDipur, Bagaland. Mlzoran etc. '1'111 t.oday the assl

miliatloa of tbesa groups 1Dto the ~Mid society baa DOt 

been poasibl•• They have always resisted aD6 fcugbt for 

tb$ preservation of their OWD et'tnsto 1c!snt1ty. The Nagas. 

Kulds aD! Melteis have lived next croor', 'btt eadl group 

bas rEI!!R'd.Ded t.maffeeted bJ the pre.senee of th• other. 

('l'he ethnSo bOIJJI&ry bas~ elo..,., ~act!cally W 

3. Caroline P. Waz:'e, -Etbnic CODRln1t1es•, 
~:l':l:9zae61a of_~!ttt ;Social Se1encea, (New Yorlu 
MacMillan Company, MCM XLVZII), p .60?. 



eaeb other, otberwJ.se by now there sbaJld have been a better 

rapport and understandiDg between the gr:cup~ But l)ecple 

bave found it :diffic:ult to cross the ethnic ~ndazy because 

of various factors e.g. social structure·~ cust:cms, religiaoa 

etc • .,eher prd:>lem 1s t:bat: people of a "tfferent etbnte 

grc:qt are not wtllil'lg to accept one another end there is 

some kind of a reserve aDd uDeasifless. 'ftlerefore. there 1s 

hardly any possibilit.y of crossJ.Dg tbe etbntc bcunddy ,. 

since tbeil' group consc:icQa~s at:Ltl very .-trong.J 
( SbeZllllll:hon alJo t!ef!mta l!ltbnle grcupa in the ,_ 

line as caroune ware• •eotlecttvely existing w1tb!.n a 

memories of a sbared b1stortca1 l)ast and a craltural focu• 

en one or more syrti'Jol!c elements~ &Jf!nec1 as the epitcrne 

of tbeu <peopl.ehoad 11
• 
5 Aga!D Shermerbon has stressed the 

aspect of camtOD ancestry, history, culture etc, as t:be 

factors for 6etermlniftg an ethnic group. 'ftlese definitions 

are traditional 1n tbetr nature, because ethn1city does 

4. Symbolic elanents woulc5 include ld.nshipt, pattem of 
political eontigulty·, re11gf.cus affiliation, language 
ox dialect, forms of tribal affiliation.. etc. 

S. Sbel'merboll, pn!a !J!ip:'alin .tn Inal;s, ('rueson Arizona s 
UD.lvers1ty a Ar1zcaa_ Press• 19'78). p .15. 

6. Glazer and Mchn1ban, Et:Jlnic&t! • Theory ppd experJ.enr;a, 
p.113. 
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not necessary mean same culture or race. 'l'be scope of 

ethnicity bas entmaed end embraced other aspects 
' Here is another deflft1t1on by Donal Horovitz. To him 

menbership 1D an ethrlic oroup is a matter of social 

defJ.Ditlon'~ an interplay oe ~- •lf-def1Dlt1oll of 

lllelli>ers ~ cJefill1tJoD of ather qraapD ~ J~ce:«d:lng 
to Horowttz,~ftbnic group . is a matter of soelal aoeeptance. 

Ethnic groups can b3 fo.r:med by any iftd1vi~als provided 

. 1.t; le fJOCtally accepted aDd .reeog1111-' / Btttnic ~&u:y 
carmot J:emain ftatic, it bas t:o be flex~le and dynamic. 

Aa£ all J.t 1s the social boundar;y that accepts or 

tdent:Ules "us" in relation or 1D apportion to •them •7 

and the 16entlty of a graup will depend on t:be acknowledg

ment by ( 'them •) other gtoupa. At the as~ethne not all 

ethnic groups shift: thetr bdundary. Thus, for Instance. 

a part: icular (X$) (grcup) may later act wltb but not . 

marry the Ys (group... eat tbe sll;fte food but:. not cook it 

the same way... live in the s.- locality but: ecae fr:om 

cU.ffereDt places.} Thus Ute .Me1t:e1s, Kuld.s d Nt!(Jaa 

have lived side by side but bave not sbered tbe same 

6. Glazer anti Mo!mJ.ban, ~Jm&cj.ty I 'rh!!?£! aptl B!l2fr1eDSf, 
p.113. 

7. Sandra, w.. (ed.) # J!tbnic;:tt3 at p!bX:k, (tonttoru 'the 
Macm1111an Press fA:dH 1979 , p.7. 
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feelings, sentiments ana aspiratlona. 'l'hey have always 

1dent1f1ed tbelllselves as separate oroupa 81'1CJ eadb grcupa 

J.s f:oO conscious of its ic!em:tty{ Tbla is one oft~ 
maiD J:'easoa ~ tbe «Dotlonal lftt.egration of thue 

COftllUDitles have not been possible. The feeling of tus• 

anc3· 'theM', has become so ~reno that: there 1a no ether 

VC)rd •han tbe vos:d 'ftbnlcity • to express tbe .recogDit ion 

of significant atfferenee between them. f •Btbnlelty is 

tbe process by wbieh 'their• difference is used to ellbaDCe 

tbe ~s~ of 'us' for puZ'pose of orge1z~1on or: 1dent1-

f1catian. ~) 
'·, 

:ll'\ 4:be past • there bu been chaDqe or shift itt .,.. 

....._ ill t;be Bttm1c bcanc!azy. tbe changes have been slow 

and Jmper6ept1ble~ People • have voluntarily af!lliatec!l 

tbellselvee to other etbll~ camDnitles, dlia is mown ae 

'volunt:ary df111atl011 1 • aut: CDe t=talng that mat be kept 

tn mind is that' et.brd.e identity 1• generally acqu1Z'e6 

xn the IDdial'l society, tbe change or Shift 1ft boundary 

has become a COIIIDCil pbeaomeDa ~ one cute or ethnic group 

B. Xbid., p .3. -
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dlangtng t:o aaotb9r 1Dorder to bave a bett:u access o.r 

appactunity to identify thf!I!Nlves with a ~ ~~ 
Suc!h changes bave also taken place Sa tbe pluralistic\ 

society of Manipul!' .(With the cbange in social bounda.r:y 't'\ 
there has beaD a ahf.ft tn the t>OlitJcal loyalty as vel9 
Tbua the Anals, AJmc)ls"," Lemkanga aD! JComa, originally 

categorised by tbe Brit1Bh Administratc:tr• •• belonging 

to the ola lCttld group. are toc!taY rec:ooni_., as part of 

~· Hag a CCilJ%Uft1q •9 %D the Raga movemer& for 1Ddepen-

4!Dce, these .groupe batt a180 patt1eipa.ted aut! sbaret! tbe 

harc1sb1p with the ctber Ragaa. 

'l'be cel'ltrat ~beme of tbia discussion te to show 

tbl:'ougb t:b~ concept of 'Bttmlelty', tbat difference 

1n tilt .• ethnic groups bad ec'Qtse beceuae of tbe bistczieal 

past. geographical diatr:tbutiOD# cultural, re11g1cus 

and ~litic:al differences..-' There are &!portam factors 

tbs have coatri'bute6 veq tlllCb to tbe e'tbniclty of 

1: beatt groups, and lastly difference eamot be cementM 

wlesa a concrete follow up :la done 111 tbis respsc:t,\ 

f. This is not an establisbed fact: because often the 
British Administrators categorised tbe vcf.Otla group• 
according to theSZ owu acininistrsttve convenieDCe. The 
•eeoaa po.t.Dt 1s that these Qroups bad remained ifttU.ff
er:ent and pass.t.ve to the J'ulci Rebelllcn of 1917-18. 
And lastly these COimllD1t:1ea weJ:e on constant. war wit:ll 
the Kukla. These t:ribea are more a1d.n to tbe Ragas 
1D t:beu social and eultural set up tban the kUltta. 
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i:bat 1s tbe reorganiza~ioD of tbe states. 'Phis •ana 

the probl• catmot be 110lved u a lav and order problem. 

There,. to be a pollt.ieal solut:!oa. 

. /'the first cbaptu vtll foeus Oft the State of 

Maftipar frCll'll tbe physical ~eat. c- eballdlow ben~ the 

geop-epblcal factOI' hirldera thatr social mteractiOD 

ana promotes S..Olation and separation{ Pur:tber. tbe 

utteven distz'ibut10n of ~rritoi'Y 8D6 population bave 

also aggravated the pl'esent ed.ais 1ft the statei The 

e6:mcmic am! poUtieal aspect will be discasae(J to 

show, bow oeogre>bieal factor bas also emeed economlc 

dlaparity and ful:i:bc led to differences tn ~olltieal 

· aepUat:ionll ~· I!IBCODd dU!pt:er will be em t:be :r:oote 

of conflict, tbe melD factors that have 1.a to tbe 

conflict in the present society. This aspect w111 be 

analysed tram the bistor teal and cultural at()~ I bOw 

these scc:lotieS had cJwelcped to be culturallY diverse 
. 

society. D tbi.s faeton like retigioDI r~ or od.otn. 

language, etc, v111 be discussed. Ill tbe tb1rc'J 

dhapter, the d1•urs1ot't ¥111 be cem:ere<! at:a:tna the 

political expression of et.b:olclt:yr tbat te tbo various 

demands of thea groups• Why do the Ragas and Jrukis 

want to aepm:ate',. t..tJile tbe Meltet•s still waDt tbe 

integrity of Manlpur. 
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'!'he prcblenus tl\at COD!rortt Mant.pur are real 

and requires ~tate attention. 1'be solution t:o 

these prcblame will depend qreatly on tbe ln1Haf.lve 

aDd role of the cetlt:ral govermtent. The people or the 

etbnt.c groups have taken tbelr et8Dd aid are 6etU'ID1ne4 

to achieve it eve'D at the coa of b loodel'led. '!'he 

problem 1s a 1onq stanc.'Ung one. Wh~ 1s the solutions 

t:o these problema is a very diffieu~ question to 

answer. still somat.h1Dg ooncrtate rnu:st be &me 1n order 

to put: a-a e!'lt! to these long feurts. 



Chapter- 11 
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Mantpur means the •tan a of ge):ma • ancJ b es beeD 

referred ~o as e •Jewel of India'. a little t>at:adiae, 

a flower of lofty 'heights and tbe Kasbmtr of Eastern 

lDtU.a. 1l'l6eed it 1s a taaa of rare jewels. because 

hUe are found the largest t:IJDI)er of the etbnograpbtcally 

well•lcnowft trlhes of Manjpur. The at~ bas been paillted 

as a taDII-toclced state, situ~ed in the atrerae COrnel' 

of lnd1&1 bortlttred by Bunaa. It baa between UO 30* and 

25° 60' DOnh and tcmg1'tude 90° 10' and 94° so• east. 

The state is geograpblcally encil:cled by bills with a 

fertile valley in tbe cenue ana splits up naturally 

1Dto wo u-~s- Hantpur Valley and Manlpur Rills. 

The bol\'!cing bills from themselves into a south parallel 

fold wJ.tb attitude varying from 833~'•327 metres to 

301?,116 metres above sea level ana covering 90 per eent 
1 

of the wbole area of 22.356 sq.lana. 

lupbal ia the capital tcnm and centre of state 

activity. Xts position facilitates the concentration of 

state ecoJlCillf and political act:1v1t1es. Manlpur .te bamdlld 

1. !'fb!!1atrat1w Repo~ 1916-17, Govert'lll\8ftt of 
Man!pur # p .1. 
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by tbe state of Nagaland ln the Nortb, M1zor81 iD the 

Soutb, AsSam 1n 'tbe West. aDd azma 1ft tbe·east. The 

location of the state itself ls unique aDd· t'hlt current 

crisis has a base .t.n relation to all t:base states. 
. . 2 • 1 Describing Mentpur, T.c. HodsoD wrote• ••• there s an 

iaDaJlse variety of eUmate aft6 scenery wtch la only 

equalled by the var ~ of the types of mankillcJ Whose 
3 

babits fJ:om the aubject of this IIODOgr~h. • 

'1'he p'hyslcal geography of the state eata be roughly 

divt&Jc! into tbree well deftne4 reoJ.ona viz, ~al valley, 

Hills ant! tbe Barak p\atn. Acc•dJ.ngly, the nat.u.r:al settlno 

of tbe state has also IDiS&f a cU..r:eet iq>act en tbe sccto

economlc and po11t:leat life of the people. Aftd in t.be 

camt.Dg -pages·,· tbe followiftg factors will be dlecussed, 

ill relation to tbe peaple. 

fte l.UP:lal valley 15 one of the Hhlalayan 'midlaJlda • 

like the ~~ and the Jtatbmil:' villages. The bas.lft 

2. T .c. HocJsoa vas tbe late Assistant Political Agent 1D 
ManlpUr and Supertnt:en&mt: o~ tbe State. Pellow of 
t:be Royal Antbropo1og1cal· %ftst 1tute and mem'ber of tbe 
Folklore soc~y. 

3. Hodaea, 't.C., 1he He1Sb!SI ; (Delhit B.R. Publisbill9 
Corporatloa, 190&r.Rep. 1915, p.l. 
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bas aa area of about 1,8)0 *J.'km. semetimes cJ•aer1be4 as a 

'little ptateas • aurroundea by the Hill•. The lane! 1• 

~ertJ.le (alluvial soil) l.t.'Jce the Great Irldian Plaill. !'his 

bae. fac111tatea the beavy concentration o£ population, 

posing bosta of probl•• like, food supply, bealtb, 

~loyment, etc. Again, population of thla area has playel'l 

a ~eat role because on acecum: of mmerlcal strength. 

the valley baa more representative» !n tba state As30mbly 

who dcainEKe the state politics. 

The Hills whiCb eurrOUJld tbe ~bat valley ~rtae 

about 91 per cent of the state area but 1n populat:ion . 
ccnstitute ODly one-tbird. Strategically tbe Hills oecu.py 

a v.uy ~ani: region not only to tbe state bui: also for 

tbe 8t1b-ccnt1Dem of India. 'ftle aftltu&! ift tbe hills 

var.iea from 3,000 metres lD tbe llC).ftb to 900 matrea towards 

tbe valley and to the Sou.th..W•R and 1,200 .etres to the 

Scutb...Bast. J'QI'ther the region is cl~hed with &mse 

humid forests, and tile laclc of prq>er comnaDieatJon bas 

k41pt the zegton•s tra&a and CC~B~Derce at a ~ar~tvety 

low ebb. 'l'h4!t lack o£ tr:anaport and cOI'lBI2D:1eat:iol1 have atwaye 

poaecJ a problem and atse tbe undargrcunt! aetlv!tles baw 
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confl'ontet'J the law and order prd)lem tn perpetuitY. 

:AnothE« prablem u that'# on ~ of tbe etarse 

popul~Jcn, \tbe, leacters of tbe Hill• bave beea r.ataeed 

merely to fonc:tion as pre•sure groups, an4 DOt as represen

~atlws of the people. 

The Barak plain jeriham sub-41v1steo
4

, coasist• of 

a small plain surrounded em thr: .. sides by hill•. lt 

_covers an area of m sq.lcm. and the regJ.ou u elothel 

w1tb debsa beaJ::ioo forests ancJ ftrft1ta alluvial eolt. '!'he 

area QDCG &weloped can beccae tbe 9ate-vay to Manf.t:Jar•e 

eeollC!mic tJevelopment. 

The central valley Ls tbe bcme of the Meitei 

ODIIIl'IUDlty, who Cd'!Stitut:e the bulk (two-third) of tbe 

~otal population, tbougb area-vise, ~hey oeeupy only Ol'le

tfllltb of ~be total area. Be•lde• the Metteis there are 

pangau (MuslJms) raayao; (outsider•) aDd Hill people 

(Hagas 8ft6 J<Ukls). White .f.D the Hills, lt te sparsely 

populated. Bere 1s a d1~-vtse5 
distribution of the 

t. ~alajLt. Sf.Dgb, R.X., ManUm£, Publication »!vision, 
Mlnlatry of Information and Broadcasting, Government. 
of- India, 1975, p.S. 

5. !!in4iur gt a Clapoe, 1976J issued by Hle DepartmeDt 
of s at 1stlc., Man1pur. 
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DISTRICT-WIS.£ ))tSTRIP->UTION Of POPUL4TION 

I-tem lhd .. ~ Centre- Nortb- South• ltaR• West .. Teno- Manipul' Dlatr 1ct llistr let District owtcict District Dietr~ 

--------------------------~--~-----------------1 2 ' 4 s G 'I 8 ' 
Population 124.531 104.,115 98,114 62.229 44,91& 39,771 10'72,753 

Density of 
PopuletiOD sq.km. 32S 30 21 lt to 11 48 
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population aud also the density of the population. The 

dlstr:.l.bttion of the pcpulat ion 1n the state is very 

'O.DGVeD. '!.be vallefY ~apulation (central-Distrtct) ts 

vexy big'b, exc:els those of tbe hilts~ thus population 

density in the valley ls 325 penoas per sq.lcm. ""ile 

in th• otber <listrict it is very low; tbe highest comes 

to 30 persons per sq.lcm. (Nortb-Dtftriet) but teklng 

the average the Hills densi~ of J>CPUlatlon will be 

18 persons per sq.lan. In tbb zoeepect the central

atsutct: ·pcpulatieD density stands out higber thaD those 

of B1bar: 1 300 person.s per sq.tcm.6 

Many fact.ors ere zoesponsible for the heavy coacen

tratlon of pOpUlation 1n tbe valler. m the fimt place 

t:he valley bas been favoureB wtt:h good qeoc;J7!apb1ea1 

concU.tlaft, flatland t:opogs-ap'bY, fertile soils aJld hospita

ble eltmate. Ql tbe other baDf!J tbe bills wUb thelJ: 

rugged nlief with len &~:tile soils, colder cllmai:e 

and poor tr:aneport facilities have not: fae111tate4 tbc.. 

arowtb of populattcD. Tttatfl~ despite tbft vast 

unoccupied land:• 1n tbe Hilla. the valley eont:.tmuad to 
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be tbe centre of attraction, in fact many bill tJ90Ple 

have settlea ill the valley. Today tbe blll population 

represem: only 31.28 per cent of the total -papulatloft 

lD tbe state. The 6tegram eo -page &clearly indlcatea~ 

t:be pl"aparticmate representation in the state. ADd tbe 

bill Utbes of ~ have been eluslfie6 tnto 29 

schedaled tziber.' in t.he tad.f.an ccnst1tutiorr~' but t.bese 

Ulbea can. be k'oaaty f#cu:ped into two ethDJc .,r~s' 

vu, atld.s an4 Nagaa. tt. Nagaa oeeupy tile west:. Rortb. 

Nortb•East ana a pa11: of Soutb-East. of Jtan1p•'• 14'11le 

the teu'kls are scattered all over the state bUt are 

eoneentratec! maihly in South district and Sadar hilts. 

Viewing all these differellt aspects, cme fmds t.bat the 

l)roblems that cortft'OIIt 1a different fran the otru. states. 

'ftle natt11:e of the ~· d)lem ls peeuUar ~· to w.Uqae 

features of tbe st:ate. 

Wltb t.be atta1rtmebt of atatebcod., Hall!pUr was 

reorganized J.nto 6 dlstriets'.' 25 admin1stret1ve units 

TH- trO 1 



PErcenta~e. of 

1911 

..;.-----·-----·--



22 

aDa 26 DeVclapment Blocks.8 Each district wu beaded 

by a deputy CCII:d!lisst.oner 8Dd the attnlnistratt..,e Ui'lits 

by the sub-div1s1oual. officera. Xn. the hill• the 

.AUtonomcus DisU.let CQlncils wer• intrcXhceCI,. with the 

pzJ:pose of g1vlftg fall opportunity to develop tbaaselves 

aecording to their: 01n1 way of lJ..fe. Fa%'tbar it was also 

laid clowD 1n the CollSt:it.utloD of lnMa that tt.ehe aovcnor 

shall aDDUally or wbellevc ao required by the ftesldent,. 

make a repor:t to tbe Pl:es1dent regardiftg the a<blnistra

tiorl of the Hill areas 1D tbe state of Maral.pur and the 

ateautlve powec' of the fJnion shall exteDl! to tbe gtvinq 

of tlirect1ons to the Sf! ate as to the atfmtni atrat iota of 

the said C'eae. •9 8y this special provision,. the bill 

•areas• have been separated fr:CD the platn.s. 

A brief glance int.o the various <Jtatr1c:ts will 

make the discussion ~· ccmprehensive and pertinent to 

tbe md.st.!ng problems. on page~ is given the b.trd•a 

eye view of the cJJ.strlct:•,.. the adm1nistrat1w units •••• 

e. a<tJ:inS.Srati.ve ·= 19'76-77" 
Goverarneftt of Man • 

9. The Constitg~J.sm gf IndJ:a, Govenment of Ind~a, 
Mltiistry of lev, Justice and ~any affairs,. 
ltart xxi,. p .2164. 
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etc. How just the out line of. eadl district will be otven 

as follows. 

The central district (valley) ls t'he most 6eftsely 

two-th.trds of 1:be state popalatlon. The M&iteu mn~ltute 

tbe majOr pa:d'! of tbe popnlation~' tbougb there are also 

Mayangs anc! Pangans and Hill 1)eop le. The Me1tbeU beirlq 

tbe majority do1rlf.nate ar.u'! control the aetivitlea of the 

dtstt~.tet aJt6 the st:ate. ~ o! die 60 memb•s of 

t..fialattve AssemblY• 41 are fran tbe centtal dlatrict, 

while the soemalfttng 19 seats are distributed tn the othel:' 

dlatt:!cts. 'fherefce tbere is Ufteven nprescmt:at1on of 

the tenttortes:,· and thte 'has been cae of tbe main reasCD 

lilly the central dist.rict bu been abl• to progress~"; 

ahead of t:be otber hill atsu1cts. JiribEa · atb-d1v1s1on 

also comes ·Qilder 1:be central clS.striet. 

Manipur Bast Distr tet 

'1'be East District 1s eparsety populated, it 

aecCI!ftOt!ates about: 6 per eent of tbe state's papul~l.ori~ 

c;lviftg it a c5ensity o.f 14 persons per eq.km. In this 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------~~-----District SUb-Division . Area sq.,lcm. No.o! 
villc;eo 

Pcpulet1oft 
......................................... __ .- ______ ._. _________ .....,.. __ ._ .... ...., ... ~--- ... -..-. .... ----

1 2 3 • s 

Man!J?!r Central D~tr1ct ISh•! 2230' eq.'kll .. 541 724,437 -
Xlapbet West tmphal 4'79 • .. 146 241,15! 
lmphal hs't ~-1 429 • • 150 169,937 
BiebertpUX" BUbeDpW: 530 • • se 108,306 

t'houbat Tbcubat 405 .. • 110 181,'771 I 

JirDarl .1U:1b8bl 38'7 • • 23,3681 

Tengcaupal District Ctnmdel 3312 eq .. 1cm •. 217 38,12"1 -Tengnoupal TtlDgftOU.pal. 90'7 • ... 94 11~'399 

Challd•l Chan <Jet 1019 .. .. 51 10,407 

Q\alcptke~DJ Chalcp11caarag 1386 .. • " 10.,927 
- .. 

~!R!l' South ~letrt~ ChuJ:acbaDt!J!!!. ~SBl.sg:~. 376 98~114 -~an6pur On.ulacbats4pU' 668 .. • 116 46,417 
Chu.l'achandpur (ltorth) ltenglep 11, • il 12 12;114 
Tb1aghat Thing bat 1101 a; .. 62 ll,.teo 
Thanlon 'ftlanlon 1291 • • 30 12,889 
Tipainukb Palbur.., eo• • • 36 15-~214 



25 

._, 

Man-d~aat: District: Ukt1N1 4409 sq.lcm~ 216 62.,229 -,. 

Ukbru 1 CGntX'al tJkbml 1235 • .. 66 311,740 

Uktu'ul. Nol'tb Ohtnga1 947 .. .. 31 10,381 

tJ1Cht'u 1 Scot:b Kasom Kallen 599 •• • 28 4.,78) 

ICanjODg dhasaa6 Xamjoag 1036 .. .. 52 ?,151 

litlungyar Silbusat Phul'tgY'U 692 ... .. 39 8;1!f 

MaD.tpu Nol'tb .DlstJ:tct; Senapati 3417 sq .• lcm. 4o4 104;115 -
Mao-Mal' aM 'l'adtlbi 23?6 • .. 95 35~'424 

Sadar Hills West KanQl)okpi 147 3o;.u2 
saaa~: :Ht 11. s Bast Sailcul 162 30~309 

J4an1pur: W!"st D.lstrict 'J.!atn!ftil4?!5J J664 .,qr.kiD. 195 - 4(,915 

TalleDCJl<mg 1.'amengl01tq 174 • • 46 t4';o2e 
Tantellglono Nottb Tame! 10"78 • • 41 1~'732 

Tamenglong West. Teuaem 1078 .. • so 8.888 
R:angba lllngba 1314 .. .. 58 14";327 
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cU.st.riet~ the Tat~glCbul RaCJaa constitute the population. 

thcuQb tbera are a few Xrakl sett t..ments scattered 1D dte 

dlstJ:id:. ftle Bast diftrlet foms an autoftOmOIUS bill 

4lstr.f.ct governet! by all elected ccuncil and hu its 

headqaaa:t:ers at: Ulc.'br'Ul. '.fbe district has three constituent 

assembly seats; and tbta district: bas two leading 

pol1t1ctans11
of tbe state;~ l!angmaso Shalca an4 Rishang 

Keisbirlg. '!he east district people are I)Oliticelly 

eoDScioas~ and tbe tcp-ranld.ng meft 1D 1:be UlldergrcuDd aB 

overgrourad belong to this area. 

Tile Mao-Maram Ragas !Dbabtt tb.ts district. The 

nortb district :Is the most populous district of the state 

after the central district. Besides the Mao-Harem Nages,. 

tbere are Kukl s~ leents aloag w1tb the Repaleea 1ft th• 

SadaJ" Hills.. 'fbere an atx assembly eoDStJ.tuenctas in the 

dlstx-1~,. the seats are eupposec! to be r-es..,..d for the 

acbea.tled trU:>es# but m the last eleetioa &aD the JCaagpolcp1 

coaatinene~,.,· a Repalee CK!ahore 'l'hapa) was elected. 
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the J.nflwr ·~ Rlpalees 1D the reaervea areaa bae pcsec1 

a thl'eat to t:he Hill people. The axtb dletrtet bas blO 

8\ltor~e:~mtme district c.me1t•l' tbe saa .. hills bave bacce~ 

a tbom m tbe flesb beth :for the lfagas ad l(UJd.s. 

The SQltb 61str1et ts the seeobd 110a dcwelcped 

distr!et after t.he Central distn.ct. Mere is fcuDd a bost 

of t:cibes- Hmars', Pelt•# C~e. Misos, et:ci~· All t:.hese 
. . . . . 12 

tribes have beeD lalOWb 1n Ml!lnlpur as IC'u'kle • but today· 

they no 1~ want to be called J'uld. but as Zaml ( 

(ao • HillJ m1 • man). 'I'M tbrust: t:o tdeftt:lfy. all tbase 

as one et1m.te ~ bas taka tbe w;~4. This eapec:t 

of ti'le problem will be 61seussed in tbe later ta ges. 

The district bas six assetlbly const:itueey •e-a. There 

Sa th• attonamoue district council ~ la)lcafter tbe 

4evelqmeDto of tba peaple. 

Maniptr West Dtstriet: 

A1loftg tbe c11str!c4:• of Maftlpur, t:bis C.U.-riet has 

.,_» tbe ll\OSt negteetea. a 1a taggmg beb111d m many 

12. In the later chapter:, tbe tcukb v1U be dtaeussec! 
more m deta11, ae to tbeir orig111• bow tbey came to 
Man!pur and the name JCuld .• 



respects, peQple an 'Poor·. J.tleuat• and backward. The 

~:bas bet.m tzymg to help cut i:be peq>le by 

.f.Dtrodacing a Q:amber of Bevelopmental progranraes througb 

~· Colrl'nanity Devel~ Sdleme aDd ftthl Welfare 

Sdteme~ 13 The· people tlttlo inbabl~ this reg!on are 

Rongmel, te.ngmet Zemei ~ -u1 and KtiJd.. 'fhe west 

district bas produced a great aeeacm fighter like JtaD1 

Caidttlu. ~-• are t:hree assembly cmst1tuencies 

reserved fot: the acbetble tribes 1D tbis 4istr1ct. 

!!!S!!!!!!l Distr~ 
Tengnaupal district vas formally U1'lder tbe Central 

4:lstr1at. Qlty iD 1974 it vas carved out as a district. 

11: covers about one-seventh of tbe total area of tbe 

state ana acCOMOc1ates 3 .61 per cent of the \')OpUlat .ton. 

llgaift here tbere are DW11!1%'cus tribes16 lU. the Marling•, 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

MgtnJ.M;Eat&f: Reppg; 1976-'71, GoVernment of 
Manjpurl p.l 9. . 
1'o4ay lloJlgmet. ten;mel and Zemel have -ouped 
togetbezo and bas a eoumoD noraenclatrue- •atengrq•. 
Roy .. :1., Hlst:og: of Man-k!P£.; (Cateut:taa East.lto'ht 
Book House,, 1913 1; p .140. · 

Mmintmat&ve REB, 19'76-1'7., aovermeDt of 
Manipur, p.127. 



Anal, Ototbe, Lamlcanq, 'Kotri, Tal'ao, Moyort, (Ptmjabl, . Marwart·, 

Deshwal.f., Madraj~ .... eto. It bas two assEmbly const1tuene1es, 

the seats are keeDlY contested by the two ethnic groups 

v1z, r-agas and· J:u'kla. to lla'tter:s of IM)l1tics, the ethnt.c 

cleavage 1s very shaJ.ll. Again bemg at tba !ftternat1onal 

bct'det: ~~- often tbe underground act1v1t:!es (Ragas « 

Mizos) affected the law end order of tho distdet • 

Therefore; the nature of tbe problems faced by tile 

41strl.cts, 61f!c fJ:cm eacta othCII'./'l'he domleaaoe ~f a 

paftf.cUlC etbnlc group bas always ucusecJ ill feel.Srlgs 

on t:be part of others.. Dt every respect, tbe various 

etbD1c gr:~a coratest keenly wbetber tt be in job,polit tcs 
--..._ 

••• etc. this bas oft• atcused mutuel jealousy, bostllky 

and tbtls wta...a the 91!11 in their relati<mltlfp~ At: state 

level, too·, the C!Oq)Gtit:ion for survival has become the 

mairl featuce of tbe day. Saeh group is trying to . rust • 

the other 1ft ~ field. Ratur:atly, tbte bu given rise 

to conflict! among .~1e ethnic tJroups. 

As already stated earlier, the klbeblt:~s of tbe 

state ara geographically dist:rJ!Juted accordi.ng- to eithDia 

ga:GUps anct tbia bas resul-ted in the f1'agmeft'tat tan of the 
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atateec The ethnic location aletO clearly demal"cate t:beit: 

affiliation to tbe Yal'loUs ethniC gt'Cilps. The Me1aMI!s 

1ilo constitute the bulk of the population (wo-t;bkd) 

are concentrates J.n tbe valley. fl'hJs gi'Qll) bas advaneed 

mora than the bill -pecple beccase of tbe 9eogr~hica1 

eonclit:icn. That is one of t:be reason wby they C»ntrol 

the govexaneDto madd.uery of tbe state. 

T.ba Ragas ad Kulda are un~.a. only when tbey have 

to face tbe Hefteis\:; t:be Me!t:.eis are eoneidered as their 

eoamotl enfl!ly for obvious reascms. Bttt tbeu unity ceases 

t:o exist. ~ thetr enemy t. ftO l~el' at:~-!~ ~· tbelr 
. ..._ ~ --.... 

~s~!!ca,..... '.th~...botb--oroaps·" ue-~lt.tce-cats,.and clogs. ~ 

tbitlg 1o t:bat: the Bagas end !(ald.& are teo eonsc101s an6 

aware of t:be1r identity. Bot'h t:bese two ecmnunit1es are 

fighting fot tbe ~egration with their separated bretbem. 

Tbe Nagas tn Mantpar ~atea tllole-heart~lY. t-Jhen Naga 

movement fOl: ~ was lamcbed. Marly jo!ned em<1 

will.lnr;ly sacJ"if!ced tbak' lives for the DOble cause. 

The same was tbe case with the Mlzot~ and J:Ultta. When 

f.al denga demaDtJEICJ t-or •soveret 011 Mizer••. Dot the Ragas 

were vetY mett 81.si1lus1onec! wen BaqataDd state was givea 
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a small part of the Naga inhabited area leaving aside big 

chunck of the present state of Manipur. This caused .. l'llldl 
' \ 

dissatisfaction and diSgrunt tement amcmg the Naga peop~. 

"!'he demand of tbe Nagas 18 naturally going to affect th~~ 
\, 

trrtegrity of Manipur state-, because MaDipur cannot be 

Manipur without tbe Hills, 

Ever since the Kukis settled in Naga areas·, land has 

becc:rne the burning issue of the day. The Sadar Hilts bas 

become the bone of contention between the Nagas and Kuld.s. 

Pormerly Sadar Hills had belonged to the Nagas b1t because 

of the Manipur Maharaja and British Political Agent •s 

policy, this settlement was given to the t<.Ukis inorder to 

act as a buffer between tbe Meii;eis and Nag as. Later, 

when Manipur attained statehood, the Sadar Hills Autoncmous 

District Council was constituted by an order of the 

Goverr.ment .of Manipur dated 1st 4\ugust 1973.17 Within 

this short span the !Wld.s have increased and nultiplied 

and amassed a lot of land fran the Ragas. In fal:t the 

creation of two autonamoaa district councils in North 

district: bas paved the path for a struggle between 

17;.. Adm1n1stratiye Report 1975-751 Government of 
Manipur, p.169. 
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t:be Hagaa ed lbkle. !he proees• bas been graatal htt Vf!!Y 

noticabte. That ls tll\y ~oc!aY ~h-.r ere able to raise the 

iaaue of. ctreatiOD Of Sad- Hills State in the MSfmbly • t'hb 

1ftai:i:er bas jeoparat.,_, Us• r:elattuutbio of tbe Nac}aa and 

JCulcia. At every level tben l8 crts1e endangerb'lg t:he 

peace~l co-existence of tbe two CG!I«aud.~tes. AS aJ.reaa, 

seen MaDJpaJ' baa becoma a burn!l'lg cauldroD~' the Sadc bit ts 

ta like &MI.Dg more fuel to the fire. Both pcties ere 

adamant to their 8emaDc!s .o the decision Q.f tiD Government 

wilt surely affect one party or the other. 

Look.ing at M8Dip.~c·. frCifll 'thta ~1vef~ thwe 1s 

bart117 MY chance -of uniting ozo bltagrat!J'lg tile stat:e·. 

as it is only adtling to ebaos cd ccmfttsion. People of this 

.regtoa seem to project only diversities tbat are 1rl:t!!CODC1• 

liable to each other:. 

Bconcmy 

'!he ftete•s ee0ft0t11!1 is 'ftrY tmbatenaed·~ partly 

because of the 10119 isolatlcD policy ana unaceess:lb111ty 

of the region. Thenfore it: has remmea urut•deVetope\! 

atJtJ· aeglect«J. The state ts lirlket! with tbe rest of tbe 
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COWltzy by a roac! wbtdl passes throt1gb Ragaland state 

aad llh• to Assam. An alternative road link is a11Ber 

C'O.DSU'U~on betweet'l lmphal aDd JJ.ribaal, 1tDown as t:be 

New Caebar Road. This alternative road f'rcm tq,bal 

to JJ.rD>• is eDttrely wltbJ.n Manipw: teuitOiy ana 

tmcbes .ASss cmly a!te cross1Dg Jir:tbam towar&l S11dhar. 

There is also 8Jl air link with Oaobatl and tate ly a 

special fllght service bas been tntrotttcea fJ:cm Delhi to 

iq)bal and the North-east regk>n. But ell aecotmt of the 

I'Ugge6 llltmlta!Da and bills•, !lltrcMiletJ.oll of Railways JD 

ebe state ia DOt possible. ~erw!se, 1t could ~eatly 

boost up her ecotla'llf. AJJ it ta, the state baa to dlpeDCI upca 

road UaJJSpal't aenicu• aperaUDg fl"al P~ (Ragalend) 

to l'mphal. Cl'l accamt Of t:he terata',, especially cltr!ng 

the maaaoori; the roada an oftn affectec! by landslides. 

'l'bel'efor:e Uanspcftation beccmes a major prci)l• to t:be 

state. seeoncsly', wt~out: central assist..,.~~ the state 

OD jaa. owa ts not eelf-supponing'~ the euttre ec::onom.r 
C!epet\tSa on tbe .gooa will of the centre. 

The econom.v of tba state reflects tbe economy of 

tbe people living tn tbe state. To UD1!ers1:8ftd it: cne 

ast take 1nto conslderatloft certain factor•, ltticb have 
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(e) Geograpby t th• terra!D alld th• topoqrephy, 
t'he lam fcsr:est. rivers and other 
S«lrcQ ..,ieb nat-ur• -provides 

(b) '!'be people s Eacb group wtth as 01m cultural 
Ml'ttage ac! d.t.stlnet: features 

(c) Transportation and courruntcatloras vitb!D the 

state .. 

(a) MaZ'1cet. and catt tats for p~ 

(o) · Requirements of food 8Dd other· e•eential 
auppt1ea lllleb have to be obtained froa other 
areas. 

Talc1Dg all t:bese factors illto eonsUJer'* toft, one can assess 

t:be ec<momy of the people aDd tbe state. 

Manlpar ts a small maaDta1Dcu• state wJ.tb a qeogra

phlcal axes of 22,856 sq .lcmJt. The stai:e bas a saall 

valley Of abctR 1~'120 sq.lcm. v!lere about: two-third of tbe 

poputat!oft llvos. fJ.'tle r.ema:lnlng 20~500 eq.bt. are rocky 

and aaftt!Y_, unsa1tnble for cultivation. 1.'hua about 67 pezr 

cent of tte laDtJ ts under forest and uaauttivatabte. 

fte analt valley ts ~ezttle and good for cultlva1:icla. 

'ftlia flatland str~cbes far Dd.l• and m.tlea, with tbe 



35 

interruption of· some biltoc'ka, str:eams and rivers. The 

lan-' ls ealtable for extensive cultiyatton of various 

«ops~ This is t:he desCription giftD by •~ BrOWD 

yea&".e baclu 

-a. seenexy tn tbe valley 1& very untnterest1Dg 
ana moaot:onou•, rice-fields, swanpa, small DU&.\1 
.rt.veri!J# bamboo ebqnps baral\ httls of tow 
elevation, oommon looldng •lllagM .... these 
ate t:be principal featwes met with, tbe 

preserver of tbe varying outline of the hilt. 

alftou.nding the valleY# bcwever, nttevea all 
tbls, an4 reeeems 'tllat would otherwise be tame 
and• urdnterest l~WJ .. •18 

Sven thougb :11: may took monotonous aad unlnterest~ng~, yet 

this area oonstitnte tbe granary of the state. Tbere ~e 

tf.lftes,: wben HaD~ export..a 1.aqye ·~1ty of r.s..ee ana 

·other et'CPS t:o otbeJ:" states. ft i.s stilt tbe 9odow11 of 

the state SJJd· 'this speake volumes of 1:.be eeORamtc 

c<m41t:J.an of tm Mttttele. Yeacs ago eeptaln. Pellbefton 

wrotes. 0 
••• t:he .agricultuJ:al l)roi.bce _ot i:be countsy 

eoDsists principally of rJct/1 Vhidb fonts_ the statJle 

article of fcx>d a~d tba fel:tility of i:be soil t. so gnat 

18. Bl'ow,R., !.t:atist!cal ~ o~ Hanjpg[, 
Cl>elbit Sansku"tm Pralcaabak, 19'75), (Rep.,), p.3. 



that the crape generally p~ most abuntJant•.19 Nature 

baa favourea tbe valley people wltll fertile land. AS a· 

nault theY have aft easier means of 11ve11bood than the 

B.ataa ellc1 JCuld.s. -rhe Utbabtt:ance of Manipur, al:t basically 

agriculturalt.eta. 'lberefare their e oonomy caD be under

stOOd cmly in teans of tbeil: profession. 
(B 3~) 

Here is a dlart~sbowlng bcw mcb land ia <Ultivatable, 

1n the valley ad 1n the Hilt Cl1str1cts and tbelr proc!uee. 

PJ:cm thls one can easilY jutlge the economic condf.ti en 

of the tbr:ee etbld.c groups. Tile Hill~' (Ragas and JCUlcls) 
' 

tMJOPle eepeelall.y have to rely very mueb on t:be valley. 

~herw1se they •e unable to Iaake both entls ~~~-~. 

A8 already been in the chart very 11~ te 1alttf is 

ad.table for eultiv~ton especially 1n the billa. Therefore 

1ft ~der to •stain themselve., they bave i:o ta'k8 r&COll'Se 

eo var.t.aua metho4s of cutt1vat1on ltke j1amd.~2o or *ifting 

eu.ltivatioa and •terrace tnltivatioft'. 21 Bartle the Ku1d.s 

19. 

2o. 

Hodscm,T .c., 1ft• t.'~y, (Delh1t B .R. Publish111g 
COJ:poration, 1975 , Rep.), p.39. 

"hum!ng culA:ivation - ~· villagers af!t:er clearlnq tbe · 
j\lngles 1D a h111-slcpe burt\ the pat:cb end tb• plarJt 
paddy and vegetables. 
'l'err:ace cul1:1vat1on 1a a better system of eutt:lvet loft, 
terr-=-, fields are made on t:ha slope of a bill aDd 
tbeD watc 18 cbatmelled to the fielcJ. a requires 
long aDd asslduOWI labour lnor:der to built: up a t:erraee 
field, but onc:e prepared, it is a qoocJ means f~ 
sw:vivat. This system can also be considered as a 
praetical engineering s'k111 of tbe bill people. The/ 
Ragas fotlow this system of eult.ivat:ion, While tbe -
Kuld.s adhere more to the jbumlng syste•. ' 
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ARSA AND PRCDUCl'X<JI rR RXCB; WH8AT AND M!ZR XR MARIPUR D'f D!STR%CTS 

POR THB YSAR 191&.7922 

·( area in •ooo Heet. PZ'oduction l.n •ooo tome• ) 

Sl. Rloe Matae Whaa~ 
No. Ntwe of_ the._ _ Area _ . P.lroducti&n __ . _ ~ea... .Produc::tloa .. _ .\l'e.a _Pro4!ctioi'L. 

l)Urtl!ict ....... -....,, ....... - .... -.. -... -.., ...................... ..,. ........ ·'-- ........ - --- _...,. .......... - ................. ~ .. 
··1 2 3 ' s e ' a~ 

·1· Ceatral District 113.53 198.0? o.o1 o.oa 0.10 0.10 . 
2. Rol1:h D:tetr let 10.19 11.34 1-,28 a.og - ... 
3. West D!stl'lct 5.96 6.92 - - - -
•• S<'.ttb Distr let 14.46 20.06 1.23 3.39 - -
s. East X>iatrict 10.42 22.53 o.so 1.01 - -
&. 'l'e~-pal 4.40 8.3? o.3B o.7s - -

'!'~at ..,..ipUI' 159.56 255.21 3.40 e.• o.lo 0.10 
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practicecJ only jbumiDI~J. whlle the Naga• practiced both 

methods of eultlvatioD. Bat now the Kukla have also 

taken to terrace cult:lvaticm. aD4 in Maftlpur ~errace eultt.-
- ' ' 

vatloD te tncreasliagliJ becc:.1ftg popular. In fact terrace 

c:ultlvatton metbod 1• more profitable and proeperats thaD 

Jbtult1n;. 

/ NJain the qeograpb.t.cal faetor has to be ta'kn J.nto 

consJ.cteratioa 1ft order to eases• ~ prosperity of these 

po.~pa. The land ana soil:, Where t:bese etbn1c groups live 

differ greatly .jJ '!'he Meltele berve fertile laDCJ~ and 

produce double aDd wen 1:rJ.pte·, without mudb labour ~arecJ 

to tbe Hill peaple. This bae made the Mef.tela more 

enterpristag an~ emDOm1eal1y sbuad t:ban the 'hill people. 

ftle Nagas and Knld.s on the other hattd have to slog, 

inor&c to earn tbe1Z' c!aily breaCJ. a ls only beeaJae of 

tbetr etret~~ous toil t:bat tbey have beeD able 'to survive 

tbe forCes of nature. A seccnB setback w the eecaauy 

of t:be hill people baa been that, tbey bad not been able 

to adapi: themselves to tbe changes. They still practice 

tbeU pr!mttt.w·, a:ude method of wltivattOD. The matn 

reascm behind this une&!ptabl11ty bas bfleD beccuse of the 

inaccessibilitY of tbe area. The ease d. t:be val ley is 

qatte different. 'l'he tear:! is aecessibl.e, therefore 'tbe 



started opening the Hills for development aid baa estalbU.-

.. ,~ sbe6 Hort.t.eulture Research stations at UICbzul (Manlpur: 

east distr!.ct) and Qmracbandpur (Mantpur south d!strlct). 

A1'lB UDder the aegis of North Bastem Ccllne11 a Potato 

development farm has heeD establisbecJ at Mao 26 (Rtmip\1r: 

2Xfth 6iatr1et). 'l'be situation ta really pathetic. 

becau• without -tbe collaboration of ~e valleYI. the Hilla 

c~not develop. siDce tbe whole. system baa b•n eentratise4. 

unteso 811 alt~rDat• approach ts made t.or tba c!welopment 

of the Hilts~ tbe dtuatioa will DO't ~revet instead ~ 

will only detei:'tor~ .• · 

Besf.des'. aar.tcutture;, weavJng tnc!ustry 18 vel'7 

populal' amoag the bltls and Bagas. The shawls are~ 

colourful 8Dt1 ~iblt as a 1Ml!1c 'to dlattngutsh ODe etbtde 

group &em the Other. '.l'mla loold.ltg at the sbawl1,' tlut 

pe.ttem an6 &tstgn, or~e can easily d1stJ.ngulsh a Raga or 

a Ruld.. EVery wr:nnan 1n tbe orcup bns to know~. aft: of 

weaving. Al:lo:lg the Tauqkluls·, the following villages were 

~· for weaving vti. ll'kbrul;," 'l'o11s!·, Nga!!'a14 Saft6q, 

~an and Phodang. 25 !ltese villages prov!.dotl the Uad1t1onal 

2f. "AAjpt¢, p·.16. 
25. Rodscn, T .c., 'l'be Raga Tru-a of Man.tpur, p.4S. 



lntroauction of~ 1118.Cb1nery Stlch as tractars'.· 

helps tbe .furt:ber protltct1on of tbe food gra!ds. 

· Therefore, ~armg t:be plaiD and bills~ one CC88s to 

tbe ctmeluslon that ~ valley peaple enjoy more the 

gift of nature tban the bill people. 

xn tilla respeet the valley people bave gone btt 

abead of the hd.ll }'eople. 11fbe goflerr:ment has also talceft 

111tereat and intrcdueed new implements for t:be farmers 

like., PQIIt) sets, tractors power tillers and ebresbers. 
•• , u • , • I • 

'lbua all era of gr•n revolution bas atreatt, beeft state&! 

&n the vallt!f.· The inUodoctlOD of 1IIO&!m mac:tl1nezY baa 

not ob·lJ' ~oves their' fexmlng and eecnomy b\i1:; also 

partially sol•d uneapl.,,..ut prob1•· i-urther oovernmental 

Ufttfeftaldngs haw heeD establiShed vls. construction of 

·canals, liSigatloD project~ state cooperattu Ban'ks~· 
23 j, ihe 'lt ... lle.!f • . 

Fermera Development Agency ••• etc. · ,. There bas been a 

telldency m tbe past to eenu"al1se. the key projects of 

the state in the valley; matd.ng the bill people depenc!el* 

Oft tbe valley peaple. Qsly reeently tbe gc:wemment. bas 
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Shawls to the rest of the 'l'angldmi villages,. Another 

J.mport:ant oceupatioa was pottery. The 'Panqlc.bul Vllleqe 

of Rmgbi -bad t-he c!istlact.ioD fol:' makifto •cetlent 

earthen pota. The T81J01Chu1's eafthern pote can be 

~arad to the modern 'pressure cooker a •. Even t.oday 

tbe eartbeftl -pot is still popular an4 ia Sn htgb ctema:nr!J 

amoag t:be Tang10m.1. Nagaa. Salt tft&.tstxy~ mat and baskllt 

weaving weze other iq)ortant occupe~tona of tbe b111 

peq;»le. 'These oecupa1:1ons. nma1Ded confin.O only in tbe 

villages eDd diB not develop very rmteh. TherefoZ'e 'Wbea 

modem CCDnodlt1es~. vere tDtrCC!tiOI!Id at • llllch cheap rate. 
gract.tally 'the heme-made artiCles were SUbatitut«J by 

maDUfactuntt goods. ~s there was a t!hift in tbe economic 

_ value system. from barter system to money system. --Maney 

became t:be deciding factor for their ~. People 

were forced Jn a Wfl!:/ to exdlaDge their gOod• wf.t:h money 

ana tbue money became the accepteO medium of escbange. 

Nlotber ~actor wblcb vlll be 151-Seus•eu later, wiu~beedllcation .. 
,l.o 

~artecJ the hill peq,le. BCiucatloJJ dlanga! mauy frcm 

their traditional professi.oD to am-. pleasant ana easier 

way of eamtng tbeit' 11ve11bood. This bas cauaea also 

aueb imbalance tn the economy of tbe people. 
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«J'be Hef.teia em the otber bal'ld have pro~rpezoed ant! 

developed mcb fast:er than tht hill pecpt•. l'hel:r 

ec!vaftcaaent call be tlttl'lbut.e! 'to many factor•, like th• 

accessibility and fertility of tbe laDd. Wlt:btn t:bls 

Sbo'ft spal\ of tbifty years; t:hl Meftets have oone fer· abed 

of tbe Naqaa and Kulc:ls. -"1st to cite eD exeaple., tbe 

tnfra-atftlcture 1ft ~b• valley bq f.Dprcwed •· the roads 

are all metalled and tbe eGII!lUDication net-wor1t has been 

well eatablisha:! eanpared to tbl bill areas. P%om the 

capital:, evecy nook aDd corner of tllavalley te 8P'Pl'oac'habl• 

ana ba......serrioes are ma&t available to t:be peopte. !'his 1s 

DOt alt. other public S£vtoea, for iastaace, medical and 

publlc ·bealtlVi power:# post and t:elegrepbs •• etc, extended 

to the valley pecpte are far llllCb more tbaa the h111 'Pfl0t)1.e • 

.A caaparatlve study of the district-vise deVelcpm81'Jt of tbe 

varlcas publ.tc services wtll gcf.ve a better understartdt.Dg 

of ·the sttuatioft. In the ·Post and Telegraph•, l'llOnt than 

half of tbe offices are located .In the central district 

(valley). !be few off tees or centres tbat are open are 

all at tbe 41strfat head4Jarter•~ otherwtse man, of the 

1rlter.tor pal'ts: are at111 far !rom etv111zatioD. 'lhez:e ere 

areas, where postal aystem 'bas DGt reached. so 1:bey at11l 
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Item unit. 
CeJ'd:ral North SoUi:b E~ Weab. 'renf'o-

Mafti~UI' tU.striQt district dlstrJ.et distrin dlatr1et upa 
- - - dlstriet ... -- ................ -- .... - ............ .- ......... --........................... -.... -.. ....... -. ...................... -- ~ -- .... ._. 

1 2 

Hod Post Offices No. 
Sub-Pos• Offices .. 
Ba'nncb Poet Office a " 
Telegraph effie~ " 
Telephones 1ft u .. • 
Publlo call Offices .. 

3 4 5 6 

1 - - -
19 N.A. 2 2 

166 51 56 so 
20 2 1 1 

ll 430 . . 5 t1f 30 

12 1 1 1 

N .A .• • Not available 

-
26 • tsauec1 !->Y fbe Repm:;tmgt gg st;'"lt'mi, 

Manit>W:, Man1put at a Glance, 1 6. 

., 8 9 

- - 1 
3 N~A. 26 

11 N.A. 340 

1 N.A. 25 

22 N.A. 1,574 

1 N.A. 1' 



The future cf tbe state w.ill a.pana greatly on t!be 

~trope -care taken fol' the welfare of the people. ln thls 

.-espect it J.s .dcktmiD:f to lcnow that ~be coverment bas 

cared little for prq,er mad leal and pqbl!c beat tb. 

CODs.t.derlDg tbe D.tllibe&' of Health centres opened iD the 

vartoua district::, it is tnd•cJ ~ dilleouragtng. A look 

at the ehaa:t w111 rewal t:be badkwerdlless of tbe sta1:e 

.ana the tU.atrl.ct-wlse development. (P~. 45) 

I'. 

The development 1D t.be Hit \:1 c!tstricta bas bee'b: 

Vel'J' e1ar ~ared to tbe valley. In 19'73 aa giveD by 

th• J)epal:tment of stat!stietJ, vbeD t'ht eel!tral d1strlct 

batt 15 bospltata (JHCS )<, the other five CJlstrJets bed 

altog~ 11 hoapltal• (tffC:S). Co!Jpa&"!rtg t be l'JUirber 

of doCtors 8Va1la'bte lD the valley and billa tn t'he hills 

t'he ratto CC~Mes t:o. 1 doetoa' baa i:o loolc after 9,645 

t)1Jtitmt&•· 'f"nere are altogetber 36 doctors l.n tbe bill 

dJ.strtd:s for 348,220 pe.le1lf:s. WhJ.le 1D t:he valley 

- ........... - ... doctor, tbere will be s'ieo 
~atlfen.ts. W11:b S!Udl mift:lmal care, one canMt expect, 

tbe people to live 101101 especially in t:'he· 'hill•• 1'hetr 
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MBDXCAL AND PUDLXC HBAtlftt (1969-10.73 )2'7 

Bas~ Teng- -Cantzal NOJ::"Ch South west Men~~ lttan unit at.striei& d1str1et , distric't district ditlt!r1et: distl'lct 

---------------------------------------------------1 a 3 4 s 6 ' e 0 

HOSP!fAts • 1969-70 No e 2 2 - 1 - 13 
(PHCS) 1913 .. 15 3 3 2 2 1 26 
DISPBNSARISS (AICS) 1969·70. • 18 9 15 10 6 - 58 

1913 • 31 18 25 16 12 10 112 
OtHIR. Da'l'rrtrl'%0!8 • 
leprosy Subaldtary tillite • 2 .. .. - 2 - -
RUMBBR OP DCC".ratS 1969•70 .. 94 2 2 1 1 .. 90 

1913 • 124 5 13 a 6 • 16o 
POPUlATION PER DOC'l'OR • 6,273 22,372 9,108 8,352 e,o4S 10,391 7,200 
'1' .a • HOSPrt'AIS .. 1 - - - - - 1 
J:BPRCSY HCSPlTAIS .. 1 """ - - - - 1 
V :t> • CL%NlCS .. .&.1 .. 1 ""' ·- - -
PRIMARY HSAI1l'H CmtrRES • e 1 2 1 .. 12 -I 

PRIMARY HEAI.Il'H Stllf.I.CSt:lrRES :.. 24 5 2 5 2 38 -FAMILY PLANNING CLINICS • 9 1 1 1 12 - -
27. Issued by :=he D!eart:meftt of s~~1stlcs, (Manipur:) • 



natur• of wo.:lc also affects tbeir health and u.ltilrat:ely 
' 

bf!Dgs ~ t:heb' r:ulD. 
\ 

Another area were there baa been uneven develapmeDt, 

has be~~~ 1D tbe field of educm:ton. !he, Melte!s 'tf8ftt mqre 
' •,\ 

fortunate to bave baeD colonised aDd to haYe received tb8 

Weatel'D .a:acat.toD fran tbe colontsers. ftua mcor:ded 1D 

the A&nlr118Uat1ve Report28ot 1909-10, tn t:he valley there 

ware alt'eady 56 prJmarv ecbools, 11tlile :1n the hllla there 

were only 1 pr!naaty echoo18. Sev«t &cadeS bave already 

gone by, aJtd consider !Do tbe awr~Jer of educat lonal eentres 

that are available is just minimal. iD ~-Hille, the 

eateattoaat develop~ bq beeD taaift· lbe to Oiriatiart 

1ftl•slonar1es. 'they were the ones 111to nally apened the 

eyu of tbe Raga aDd ltUkls, therefore wbateve.r et\leatloDat 

acblevemeDt 4:he Ialli -people have attalntJII! au.• aeknawletfv

~ aust be given to Ch1"1st1aD atlssl~.t.es. %II the next 

page- 1a gj.veD 'tbe ehaft sbowing tbe aehlepme'* of eadl 

at.strlet. A closer loolt at ~ e'baft Jdlows that;,, the 
' 

Glt.laat1otta1 development in tbe st.ae has been \JIJO'v.D, 

ana t.bf.s bas reeua-tea 1D the dissatlafacttcm of tb• bill 
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DUCitrlON ....,.. 1913-?4 l9 

Unit· ... ~~ --~- ................................. ------------------ ~ ...... ..., ...................... ,.. .. WIJI'I_..... ..... ~ ....... 

1 a 3 4 5 t ' 8 '\ 9 

Pl:e•kimal'y Scbcols No. 1 .. - .. - - 1 

hlmdy/.:JB Bebeola •• 1'•486 Sll 414 255 23t 256 3,1&0 

Mt6dle Sctaools .. 61 10 2o 4 8 - 109 

sen tor Basic Soboot.a .. 145 ,. 31 19 11 22 328 

H!tb/Hi9bel' Seocnddy * '1-pvpose Sd\oola .. 139 ao 15 , 201 

Secona~ Seboou 
with elective 
Solence eotleo•• • 11 - - - ·- - 11 

Colle;e• .. u.-; .. - ;1 1 - .. 26 



t*'Ple. tfbe etu4eats fran tbe bills Gatm cartnot affora 

to go abead tl1 tb.U atu4les\, because of ~he Dt>DaVa11abillty 

of acbools eel cot leges. !'be contiruatioll of the studlea 

&!lpeDdea Oft meay fe&*OD, but the most t.q,oxt:ant cae VOilld 

be tbe eccaomtc factor. "!1\a hill people, 011 acCOUDt of 

their poor so111
• are baclly affected In their ac:oncmy. 

'fherefote often tbey are UDable ~ send tbeir Children ~ 

stu'cU.es ad! of t:bek own locality « t11strtct. 'lbe pligbt 

of ·tbe poor are J.rxleec5 very patbc'tc. Ofte stUdents With 
l 

brlgbt future bave to aur:rencter to the forcee of natu~:t~ 

eftd· { ~ contended w1tb tbeu lot • The chaR on educ~ioft 

a'hola1a clearly bow tllt toaay proper educational fec.t.U.ties 

bave aot baeD extended to the bill areas. Per post-matric 

attldles, attt of 26 colleg••• anly two colle;ett ere locate6 

in tbe bill ateaa, viz• lD Chut'ach~ (soutb d1Rl"ict, 
. ' 

al'ld Uklmtl (east: <U.strlct:). Thi8 dou DOt illeet tb• ~il'e-

ment of post-matzoic student• WbO want to earat.1rll• 1D 'their 

etudl .. , bttt O!l ~of DODavailabiltty of eolleges, 

are f-or:ced to drop GUt. 

D ls Uue tlust the valley offers bet;t.er oppoztutli'ties 

for :r:apid deve l.opnel'Jt ana the cost of development tbere .. 

1111eb less tban the hills. But tb1• cannot: be an acase fozo 



neglecting: the hill areae. Insteaa r~Dre ~OQrall'llea ehculd 

be ta'ktm up tnorder to ~rove ~be region. 'l'he hill region 

offers aq,t• anenitles for t'he develOpmelt of hydro-
' 

alectrt.c powe~. cottage lrlc!Uatrie• tl'ke saw m111a~' P&PC 

m111•• -etc• t.rhe peq>le ae econom1ea117 bac'kwarc:1 .a are -unable ~ 4evelop tbemselve• OD tbeu OWB. · Olly thrabgb 

prope assistance frCII t:be government ee they :improve 

their eeoncxny. 

lD or&tr to develop the area. t:he fust and moat 

~ant task of tba governn~ should be to -~ i:be 

l:'oad UaDsport SD tbe b1Ua. The only remar'kabte ad\leve

ment tbat. so far the go'Velnment baa acbleved baa been the 

Unk-toad ~ the varicus c1istrkt beadquarter•• Apart 

fi:OII s.t. tile infra-stracture of tne bills bad 'been 

fteglected f_. 'tbe past, yea£•· The Man1pur 1\tbl!c Work 

~bas been. cemcentrattng only ln the valleY. 

That ts cne of the reescm llhy• the central 'Valley ba.a a 

't1C7 good Det-wor'k of CQ1JIUDU:atioD COG1pare4 to the Rilla. 

-rbere are regul.ar bae-eervtce• reacb!ftg oven the remote 

eoJ:'OOrs of the vat ley. on tbe other hand th•e are no 

%egular !Jus services other tban those between the capital 

and tba diStrict. hea&pa.Jrtere. '!his 1s the biggest set 

back .of the hill pecpte. A poor v11lageJ: bas to walk or 



1 
MAt-H\> u~ 

R.Of\b "lt:T- WOlk. 19_ll 

. __ ..,.._, - . '=\ IUO 

.,I 

r·' .. 
/..... ( 

r l._,· 
• 1 

.I 
r ., . 

--·-·- ~TAl£ P>OUNMR.Y 

)..lf\1' IONHL »-16iii.<JAY 

~TATE l-H6HWAi 

lJI-;;rP..ICI R.OA.l:l 

IJ1Llf16{ 



50 

journey maDy miles on foot in order to g~ to tbe n.arest 

bus station. c.tce the roads are 11Jlked l)t'operly the 

eeonany of tbe Ragas ana kukta can be lftprwed upon. As 

lt ~. they ar• unable to nll their produce. The fact 

1a clearly sbown on the M~p·. The tnfl'a-strueture .In the 

bill areas is very poor, tberf.! are no road• l!nltlng up 

the various district bea(fquaftel'a., .. With sud\ pOOJ:' 
' ' 

fae111t1ea, one -eannct .expect the ~~ of agri-

<:n lture, !noust:ry end eoctal services. 

I Th• regton .baa ~1 If.-- oUaatic CCIIIcU.tiona 

congenial foJ: t:be c:alt:ivation of varlaus types of teq>erate, 

tropical end ~1eal ft:ulta. '!'bey provUe tlatter, 

r~ aatt fuel·, alongwitb beboo.s ana oeea, arpentirt• 

and re•tn, da1Qhl1lt:t, C)Uil, fibres, o11•J boney, wax and 

medJ,c1nat ~.30 The f'l:u1te fattnc1 in tht. area are 

piaeappleei orange&, lJMa~ 1.-ms• -pears, .,eaebes, t')'J.ums, 

guava ••• ftc.31 The peapte (Hill) have not been able to 

ut il!H tbeae natural gifts properly mainly ea aceQUnt of 

·tM lack of proper t:r:a~. The Agriculture Depaztment: 

• l 

lo. stn9t, n.p.·, ~ttstoril .. .POmiss 1n MrmJ.nu~ 
!1. Mantpur; p.14. 
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baS established tbe fi'Uit preservation f~ory in order to 

safeguard and preserve the f.t'Uits. j 
\ Aqalrt tbe llatural mlraeral resources of the region 

has not beeft tappect.J ACcording to the Gaotogical Survey 

of IDdla# there are mi.Deral c!epositec! tD this region, 

tbus for lnftance~ limestone, asbeatotil ntclcel, cappc * 

l!gldte, etc, are fcu!ld ln the Bast distrlct • U cJue 

attention is gf.ven to the vartcus rer;}10Ds am! allcweet to 

develcp according to tbe:I.J: owD potentialities, develcpnent 

woald have been more and there wculd DC* have beeft. so 

meb dlepat'ltf 1D t'he ~e eltber. 

} The ecol'lGm1c factor bu also played an i.q,ol'tant 
• . I 

role J.n t:he l'elat1oDShip of the etbnlc groups. Aa cme 

sees it ~Y, the aeard'l for economlc prosperity, baa· 

lead to eempet1tion 8Jlc:1 a lao conflict ·J .,.. 1s seeD 

betveeD tbD Velley and HUla, aa well as aono tile bill 

l)ecple tbamselveJ,· loold.Jlg bldt to t:be past~ one can lcDtN 

only the few zrecordetl aecaut• by the Drltisb off1e~•· 

Rotb!Dg epeolf.lc has beeD writ:ta, u to ~eJr soelel 

iDte'eau:ae. lt seem tbat 'tbe rapport among the et.hnf.e 

group was not particulaJ:"ly ~aging. Hodson tn hla 

book, the !aqa Tribes of~, wrot•• • ••• is fOUDCJ aD 
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esplanat1on of tbe cu.rtoue cust-om wbidl a11()1!18(1 the 

1'aogl<hula to loot 'the W01aeJ'l vendors at the sena Eeltbel 
. 33 

of certain. aftloles -6r1 tbe day of the Hao atougba or 

the Raga spoxts ., otbel'a finC! ill it a remf.D1scersce of 

tbe !sequent Tanglc'bul raids on tbe Yalley or their pil.fer

mg babita.•3f ~it baa been menticmed tb.a.t !rem tbe 

earliest recordetl fftlronlcl• of Maltipur dllted 1435• eattJ 

tha oftcm the Tangtr.tuts ~acted the Manf.puri 8ft~tements 

on the edge of the vattey.35 With the aatabtiShmeftt: cf 

IIJ'it1!lb r:ule the tfagas were gradually farced to came to 

terms with the Br1ttab. Th1' V¥ l)OSSible ely becmu» 

of the presence of a $'&1pClor fol'ce 1D t:he state· ullde.l: 

tbe Brttia!a Raj. The raids of t be Nagaa often effected 

$8 law and order of the state, _ao to put an eacJ to th• 

~ Brltisb pl.'cmulgate4 the Xrmer Line Regutat!en of 

1813!6to prevent plain pecpla &e. ~tnq tnto tbe 

hill areas. lf they so deslra.!J it'l' pend.asion of the 

Deputy Commiss1onera vas necessary violation of (regulation) 

33. Hao 1D Jfanipur.f. meaDa Raga and Chaagbe • to ~. 
34. tiOC!aoD, 'r .c.,, Dt ..._ 'l'rl'b!a o.,f Man.tmg::, p.9. 

35. Jl:dl. # p •. 11. 
36. Gait, B., A Ri!tri of Astl!!, (Calc.uttat ThaCker 

Sp!Dk & Co, 1967 Rep.),· p.386. 



order was punlsbable. This l)J:eVented the direct !Dttl.t'

ccm:ae betwetm tbe valley and 8111 pecple. ~art frcn 

1t DOtbJ.Dg in pact.Jctlar 1s 'JcrJowm abcut tbe!r relation

Ship. 

'fhe !fagas and 1Culc1• dlCJ nat seem t:o b~Mt goOd 

relation• aa recorded b7 ~be Br1t1dh ad~Bintstratore. . 

The t:wo etbDte groups Memed to live 1D aonstaat fear end 

t&-lbQl.at1on. Susptef.oua of eacb otber •· they l"eide4 aDO 

pluftdere<J ead\ other at i:be most cp;ortuno manente. 

1ftms, during tbe mkt JW)ellion of 1917 ... 18. the Nagae 

1n tbe West district a1'ld a few ·villages 1n the Bast bad 

to faoe the wrath of the 1.\Jtcle. · ftls is what Sir bi!J:'ew 

C1ow37VJ:ote about the 1.\aki-Naga relat!Gna • ••• t:hey b8"V'e 

a tratH.t:lonal boat11lty to the Nagas and scteo.a IUld. 

rebellloD of 191?-18 was pe:ftly dlle to tb.f.a•. 39 ADJ t:be 

Ragas 1ft tbeu turD also o.veged t:betr peflt'• especially 

durtag the \1114ergl"GUD4 .DDVEIIIeDt: of tbe H8gas. Bva to 

tbla drq, they· bave ~ eett:la! tbe1r aceCUDt. 'ftlere 

are occasional feuds.. The 18est took l)llce on the is~JU.e 

31. 

38. 

Sir Andrew Clow was tbe Governor of 
Assam. 
Clov. Sir ~- !h• 1\Jt!m! t'fR!Up;get* of $b• 
AftH1! 'f'ka} ~~~. (Sbtlloao• Assam Government: 
Press, 945 • P• .• 
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of the creation of Sa&lr Hills district. They are unt•ea 

only tllen ~Y have to con&oDt ~- Meite!a. otberwlee# 

.bcitb are at daggere drawn. This baa h~ecl the 

developmetlt of their OWII society and ot:hera as well. 

above all, J.llstabil1~ arlairlg out of audl boat111~ bas 

contributed Wl'f tp:eRly to tbeU' eeonomtc bactc.warclDea. 

Md:ber factor Whlcb bas affected the conomy of 

tbe state all a Whole has been tbe introduction of Western 

e6lcat1on. It J.a tNe that edacatf.OD has brougbt a1:Jou1: 

enUgbtemnent am1· clumgea ln the socJe~. But at ·the 

.sane tb a bas rendartM! maay belplea and miserable. 

~e Cba:nge from an agz'1c::ultura1 society to a society of 

gove%'11nelftt office seekers~ hae affected tbe eccmcmy of the 

state. Earliol: peaple WCllld be educated 1n ~he art of 

cult:1vati~ and so there was acme 8CR of eelf-sufft.cteoey 

in society. a:at w1tb the 1ntroduct1on of eiiucation .,eople 
I 

left this oocupat !on', and those who were edacc*ed developed 

a fal.- not 1oD about: those lllho VOZ'lced tn tbe fie lets. 

anothel' reasoD was 't:bat people too'kea up -to persona•· vho 

we,n ecbeat«< aD~~· respect: was given to tbem. According 

to the CeDsas of 1971. literacy in Mantpv was 32.91 l)f!r 

canti, and there are over one la'kh persODe39 vbo are ~loyec! 
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1ft tbe sta1:e. Pailure to utilize p~erty the man 

powel" of tbe state bas been e oreat c!iaattvatJtage ~.o 

the state • 

. :A'Qotber bone of ecateattOD ed botly $!bated 

UJpie 1s thcl question of zeservation • As ta16 dovD 

lD tbe Directive Prilletples. the soet.ally ant! econcmi

cally dtlpr.tvea ccnuon1ties are to be gtvcm rescvatton 

of seats iD services• posta ••• etc. 1n order. to .:ala 
' 

~eu social atatue. Mantpur hu been no exceptlorl t.o 

this. 91\e Hill people ha6 been ftfiglected and lccked 

. down~· by t:be vattey 'Pf!O'Ple because of religious and. 

social dtfferaDCea .. · '!berefol'o. to ~rove tbt 11' let • 

a DkectoJ:ate for Welfare of TrJ.ba.le aDd Backward Classes 

b$1 been tutttatad .tn 1975.40. 1i1 Jamcy 1916 a 

adVJ.ao:y board for t:be valfare ef sdlecble6 ~· aDd 

sche&lled U1bea wu forme4 un&tr t:be CbtdJ:maDd'llp of 

a Uibal HtA. ,AgaiD(~ t:o t\tZ'tber the iJJterest of the 

Hill ~lei a lUll areu comlttee 1Dc1us1ve of only 

Hilt MLAs· baa been constituted. SrJ o~ to safegilard 
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tbe rights of the Hill "eople no legislation can be 

-passed wltba.tt first consulting tbe Rill ComDtt:tee. 

Then, ae proposed- by the Ccmmittee"'i provision bas been 

made for the :r:eservat 101'1 of seats tn eervices1 

Scb«<uled T:r:tbee 

ScihedltetJ Castes 

•· 31" (class %to lV) 

Cola .. % to XV) 

However, tbis has been inpl-.ented only m theory. 

Hardly 5 ·per cent of the posts reserved for sc'hedulad 

castes or scbeatled tribes are filled. an d'le other hall6 

there f.s coDstant cla:matlS' frcwn the Meltei• to serape aut 

the J:esei'Vatlon of ~-. Jt 1a their contention tbat 
1 

tbe Hille aDd plain are tbo same and no d1fferent1att(JD 

betweea tbem sbould be there.. By CODtlluJ.Ilg the Brl~ish 

policy of divide ud J:ule~ tbe s1watkm 1n Manlpur· woule! 
. ..._ 

not iq)l"ove, instead it. wculc! only wlc!len the gap. Ql 

tba other band, tbe Ragas 8Dd IUlcia bave a str~ feeliag 

that wlt:bout i:'he .:esenat.ton policy',. they would be totally 

ceg1ectetl J:ly- tbe J:Ule of the majority. 

POlltieal Set Up 

Even prior w the cca!Dg of tbe British. tbe Pr!Dees 

Of Manipu: bad no ~1 CCIIJUol over die Hill area•· 'the 
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Mabarajas aercisec!J only nominal contz-ol over those . 
1 

hllt people who had s~ted at ~be foot Mlle. otherwise~ 

~be Ragas and JO.tkls were as lndependent. and sovereigft., 

as the MelteJ.a. '!'his can be verified from the aad.nia

trai:lve set up 1n the billa aD6 plain. fte Ragas bad 

a dtwnoel:atlc set up, the ICuld.a had an attcerat:ie ch1ef 

(b~lt_.,) vbo ~ tbe zreapect an6 huttbla 

obedience of tbe whole Gaalllllnlty. The Regas oft the otber 

h~ oove:mea the vill81Pf on the. basia of popula'l" conseneua. 
\'he chief caulc! be •f.thel" elected 01' he!redttazy., bat t• 
authority o~ the chief waa cheolrecJ by the vlllap el&trs', 

wbo cOJtstltt&ad the v1ltave coafletl. Tb• Me1teia had a 

tDODSI"dltcat ·fot:m of goverment', tbe IIOilareh waa absolute, 

tbe prospeity and glory of the 1d.ng&n dtpeDded very JrUdb 

on 1tbe personality of tbe IIIOD8Z'Gb. <After the Bri.tiab 

took over the Rill areas reuaill unaffttete6 for varbs 

reasons. 'l'be Br1t1sb fcuntl it almost .t.q,osslble to 

eort:rol the Hill people. beeau•1the1r wild nature. 

Secondly. • was beyODC! theil: reach t:o control ~latelY 

tbe Hilla. ThiJ:4ly. they foun4 i:he aCblnJ.erative syat• 

of the Ragas aDa Kuld.a., ~ept:able and therefore they die! 
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not fee 1 the need to interfu further. ..rhey allowed tbe 

Bagas at1d JCWd.s to con~inue to adld.D1ster with their own 
<liHic.ult 

lava, eustans ad tradit1oas. 'l!Jie 8r1t1sb touna~to control 
ti-le ref ore 

the wild Hill men, "'it 'tiJCIUld be wr:ODg to stat• t:bat tba 

Hilt people were uncler the adlninistratlve control of t.be 

Jle1.te1 Mabaraju. 

The dividing Una ~ween tbe hills ed t>lain 
• 

became more v1-sJble, wltb_ tbe con8C'lidat1on of the Br1t1t!b 

a"ag.ime J.n Mantpur. !'he B.rtttsb CODce.nt 1n the hllle had 

bean onli the sul::lmisstm of the Hlll pteple. Bcomm!eallY 

the region was not viable aDd. therefore theY took 110 

bterest .tn it as sue-b. 'lbey fare.aw that .1t. .,uld be 

more a blr&m. thaD a profit t.o the eaoncntte lust. lfh~ 

on17 subjt)gated tbe Hills end brougbt tbalt undeJ: t:he aegta 

of the pol tt.f.cal agent of Man !pur. '-brougb thls sta:"ategy 

t.bey haped ~ control 'tbe Hills and ptaln aDd br.lag about 

a •status quo' in the state. '.l'husi 4Jr1Dg tbia l)eriod, 

tbe relat10DSb1p was one of friendslljp and enemtty or in 

otber words was aD unpred!~able ralatJ.oDsbjf. 

The situat:icm 1ft ~ Rilla was no better. 1.1le 

tcuk1s and Sagas eontirtted to rematD in eonstant. fau&u 
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even ~hough they'· .. •d,sbare6 tbe rocky mannta!na, bored 

the burden of bard Ufe. foaDd no COJIJftOtJ cause ant! unity 

1ft tbek stJ:Uggle. BaCh remainea separate and a distlnet 

COUIDUtllty. Geograpbically they lived next dOGil" but. socially 

aad cultuatly they lived Idles apart frcm eacb other. 

Why 'the Xulcta and lfagas were Dot able to td!Jgle aD~ 11ved 

together was that the lfagaa bad always objected t:o~OJ:eeful 

occupation of ti'le lb1d.a 1D the Raga areas. Tbe settlement 

b:ad beeft done thrcugh the comaivanee of ~ Br11:1sb ad 

MaD:tpuri Raj • «ffle Ragas were helpless to oppose such 

forcefUl occupation• eepectatly wben ·1t was dtme by e mighty 

power,, the Drtt:tsh Raj • Xa this Wi!!f t:he Bl"it ieb were able 

to play a 6ib1cua zole mor.,_ to 1ceep tbe stiRe of affairs 

• ~erial1st nation. 'The constitutional monarchy vas 

introdaced ~ tt proved a failure end finally lt was 

merged to tntlia. '1'h18 · upect of the event vtll be 

diseusaed 1D a later mapter. · :Xt sbould be sa14 here that 

all tbJ:Gagb ~be yeere tl• Meiteta bad to put up e atrono 

opposition aDd struogle lnor&!r to attatn their goal of 



statefaood:. ·The probt• was vltb the Hill people.' Who wre 

SDC1iffttftftt ~ and~ aboa.t statebooa. ftcefore- _ 

wtten Mlmtpur atta1MI at:atebood. way• and means were 

fOJ:aU1ate6 to make tbe Hill ~eaple more a paft of Maftf.pur 

~han. JU..wan or Bagaltmd. The extstlftg aab-4!¥islons 

of Ulclmll. Mao-Maran or Cburadl~ were cba.flget'J to 

Ma:nipur Bast District tuJctil"ul) or Ranipw: Sootb D1at&"ict 

(Cburadhandpur) •. 41 ,.is vas done tnor6ttr to eorntelenti:ee 

the Hill people of theU' being. a paft of Hantpw:. 

-therefore, the &1:a~ of atateboocJ was no sol.utioft to 

the axisting problem. The paq,le d1£ferea 1.D their 

po1.1t1ca1 aspirations ,amt even tb8 political set up was 

DOt Stlt.isfactory to the people• 'lbe ~Ol'ltiDCillS HJ.ll 

l>tetl"iot Counc11e were tnt.roaucea but till today they 

have DQt been able to fUnctioD aa satonomou.a bodies. 

State politiCs often overshadows the propc ftmctlon1tlg 

o£ tbe df.str.J.et, council, ill matters lllce the election of! 

ataihan~ appointments' budget. • .etc. %D a vay the 

dt.at:rlct CCUDC1la f\tllctioD like the- wather-c:oc:k'•; there 

is no autonomy aa ~Deb when it comes to tbe pzrac:t tee of 

-
41. Roy, J .. -. H1fl!:jft of Ma~, (Calcuttat Eestligtlt 

- Dcok Houaa. 19 3 J • p.15 • 
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the powers. The autonomy of 'the d1atr1ct ccaneils is 

cbecked. by t.he Depu~y CCnaissioner of tbe District. 

Bvea the Chairma:D of ate Dtstr 1ct Council bas to give in 

.tn•o tbe supervision ~md Cf)ftU'ol of the Deputy cCamissioa. 

M sudl, tbe eo-call«! autonomy te only a Dcnd.nal power 

of tbe district counc11. 

Ill tbe five bill cU.st:ricts of Manlplr, six autODOmlas 

bills district council haa been establisbec!. 'rhe Rol'th 

c11str1ct baa t:wo attOftOIP!a district eounslls, While 1ft 

the ~Jlatn the craa Panebayats are at wrk. So eve11 la 

1D tbe field of ai!nd.nistratlcm a diat1Det1on has been 

made betweeD the Hilla aDd plaiD. 'the aut:boritles are 

aware th~ DO same pattern of atblnistratlve set up wculcl 

vodc in the Hilla and· plain. 8 y tnt~ the District 

Ccune11~, t:be attbor11:1ea had hoped t:o paeify tbe demallds 

of tbe Rills, but quite on the contrar:y it bas only added 

more fuel t:b thetz iJesJr• for separation. 

Despite the1J: vaatneast, the Hill areas ar:e Ve%'7 

sparsely paputated. an tbe eontruy, the valley is 

densely f>opulat:ed. Thus', 1D t:he Ieg1slat:1w Assembly, 

the valley people are 1ft a poatt:ion t:o influence the 
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law-malciftg body. Man!pur bas a unicameral legislature# 

ecns.._ing of s!:Ry elected seats. ,Aeeord!Dgly the 

valley has 41 seats aDd tbe Hills have 19 seats. The 

cbal't onll::6i. sbowe tbe l!istrtct-wisa dJ.etribution of the 

constituent seats. ~~ clearly shows the U1leq\l81 dist~t. 

but ion of seats 1l'l dle state. Be.t.Dg t.n the ~rity # 

the Valley bas a bater say ln t:be aacision-mald.Dg body 

then tbe Hills. As a result the Valley has bem!itet! most 

ever s1nce MaD Spur t*taifted statebood. 

Anotber ~ant :fector hes been tbe 61~UD1ty 

I'JIDODg tbe Hill Hl.As. The etbnlc 11De bas played an 

~ant role. They Valley polit-iCians bave been able 

~ ~lay one group against the other. Jf 1:he Rill Mf.As 

stooc1 and ~ together', theU' say :lD the MstJIII)ty would 

have beaD more. As things stand, they ere dtvtded d6 

tberefOI!'G, operate only as J.Dterast gra.Jpa tn stai:e poUt: tea. 

•art from thia• tbey hwe not been able ~ SOft out their 

Ldeolog.tcal cJUferences. «ft\e &mana f« 1ntegr:at101'l w1th 

Ragatan6 or Hi20ram, bas been one of the mala &:awbaclcs 

1n Manipur politics. Scmet:tmea politicians bave raised 
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the issue frcm the otber states, as bappened 1n 1978, W!M!D 

8~19 Sallo (Chief Hln1ster of M1zoraD) aDd Mrs~. Reno Sbaiza 

(MP of Ragaland) deman&ta for the J.ntegration of tbe two 

eonmun1ties to tbe respective stai:es. 'l'be Me~ela felt 

Wl'Y tense - uneasy abot.tt suC!b statements ana demandef! 

&ned1ate ntraet!on ana apologise to t:be people of 

Manipur for ~tempt!.Dg to desti'OY their integrity. .Seine 

even went to tbe •eat of saying that if ~e Hill people 

were so keen to .t:m:egcate~ they tbou:W le.,. the State. 

This ~obl• hac! 1:Jecl btohl.Jgbted earlS. 1h the s1:ate 

;Assembly by R.K. Dorendro* Who batt wtwa•ty spokeD againrJt 

tbe 1Dtegrat10D of the Nagas of Manip• wlitl Nagalalld. 

•... Ill this conneet1on let me .mention 'tbe 
bac~ad. A lege sectioD of people from 
Saga idlabited ereu of Manlpur joined tbe 
Raga uncter~cana 11'011ement and .._. of thefl'l 

died ill the struggle. For 11tla c•se they 
bave dedteateif tbeU' lives. a was for the 
eaase of an .tn~aent: Nagaland tnc·lu61ng 
all tbe Naqa .tltlabttec! e:r:eas. This is tbe 
most jmportant baela;round .... Sbtllonq 'Peace 
Ac::CorcJ bas eome.. • lt means t:bek demand 

bas faile6. Why they agl!'ee to sucb easy 
terms at t:be cost: of several lives? Ro they 

will have to demaD8 sawetblng more very 
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sht'lftly. 1'he Nagaa 1m7olv«t Jlt the ·nicS 
stJ:Uggle are 1from the West district, Bast 

distr~, Rortb c!!stz'let eDd eve f&"aa 
Ttmgnoupal. Though t:bey are Ullable ~o 
achieve tbetr deman&J ~beae lands 1rl 
ManipQr may becane part of G.reaer 
Mega land llflen coastit.utecJ ••• 'Dll• to 
41ffieult1es In qeographical featun• 
TeDgncupal •• •1Mf not be ll'lcludet! blt the 
Raga lbb:abited contJ.gQoua areas 'U.ke Ko.rth. 
East ancJ west district wJ.tl be SJlcludett 
iD tbe pt:qM>Sec! C'a'eatw Ragalana. If tcbeae 

l..xts when we baVe been co-alsting w1tll 
its people since t:.tme ~1a1 bave to 
be se.parated frcm us to joJD Greater 

Na.galarld,. ~ it will be a qrave· &mger 

to us. 'lba't 1s why IIY frleD6 Rao'kholal 
tftlaDgjam bas state! th«K if tbe ~ 
Greate:c &agalaDd bas to aff«:e the l.ntegzo1ty 

of Ran~ as will aa its terrJ.tot:y # ve will 
have to. revolt against the government. 'l'hus 
t.!Ktre will be a seJ!'J.oua war tbat will be wage 

by t'hose who doD tt 111ce to leas the tnteg~:1t:y 
of Mantpur.. 'ftle saW war will be more sericue 
t:ban tbat of the &agalancl un~lld 
act:1v1ties.•42 . 



This 1s one of the reasons Vby even the Meit:el 

u.ndergrt.IUJCJ leader Blsbeebwar baa~ the 'thttoJ:y 

of •.Mei~ for Me~eu•# 'Ragas f~ Ragaa• 8116 •Mtzcs 

f« Mizos'. Instead b~ st:aDC!s for: tl'Je tm1t;y of all tbe 

Mongoloid race as o•. Bf'forts have beea made for tbe 

m~ity of the Meit:eJ,..~a-Mlzo UDClcgrOQDds. If sucb 

unity talcu place, the struggle am!l Uberatiou of t.be 

region·, as they ~ it. frCIIt the Delb1 BancJits may 

gradually mat.erlaltze. 

_,art from tbe undeJ:ground activkiea• poU.tU:las 

have cap~alleed upon t:be situation. '!'here is hue and 

cry iD tbe state, bees• po11t1c1ans ed ac!m1n1etrators 

bave l.IOt seJ.VeCJ t:be people's mt:ereat. Jnstea.,, they 

have Jndulged t:hernsel.._ 1D all sorts of vices·, br~. 

napet.iart. fevouritiaa ••• ~a. \'1\ese malpractice• Ita. 

aroan the scmtimeftta of the YOUI'lg'«l' gGDeratioD. D: bas 

bGea one of the maiD. reasoas why yout:b lD their fftstra

tlon bave joined ~· Ulldetvrc:Atlld !MWfaant:e. 

<Anather reason ltly Manlpur baa remalnecl always a 

hot ~. or trouble area, u t'be political atabiiity 

of ~· st:ate. 'l'be po11tlctaas are .raot guided by 
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4.1'8 
·prifteiplea an8 .t.a.olagiea, instead tbey"often m:a .guided 

by l)CSODal qaina. People .are still igDonrJt ana· 

•iiiiPle',· therefore they bave fully exploited tbe goodnese 

of tbe people. The polit.tc:larts seek only l)OWU and 

notbillg else. 'l'lras 1n 19'17 after tbe f.oldl Sabba electioD, 

whea Jaaata came t.o power, almost ell ML\a &tfee.tect t:o 

the J'anata Party. ·The same trctr14 was witnessee wb.etl 

Congress-! returned to pow•r 1ft 1980. The polttteiana 

have no couvictton aad so it baa led to the I)Ol1t1eal 

.f.ftstab111ty of tbe at<*.t, pel'ld.'tt1ag X.Otslat1ve lllell'lbera 

to ctefect. et their aw.-t:· will • ftl8 reaaon behilld it 

J.a ~the po1~1e1ana bwe no pafty CCI'l\fletica nor 

ccwrmtt:tment: to the party Uleolog&es, inst:eaa 'they 

funct10Ded as cp~tsta, ever ready to change party 

at the most ClppOJ!tU,De ~. 

Moreover, cpolities 1D Manipuc Ss highly Influenced 

by etlmie linea. f!hua, a Raga will tbJ.nlt, act and 

aex-cise bta poU.tical rf.gbts in te=a of beib} a Raga. 

1'11 111ce maamers 1!110Uld the RUltta and the Meitela. The 

etbnio 'bouJldary bu been drawn very deep and t:o eemaat 
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the «ac:k would ceqalre a heculean effort:. People are 

nat concerned about ideology of poli~ical paftiesJ 

instead the first consi.S.ration ia vbetber ai)GI'SOD 1s 

a Raga. l'llld. or Hettel. ~en ctber factors coma 1~ 

play. 1bue 11'1 1972 electioD a !lost- of ethnie basa! 

pact1es carne into beil'llfl~ 1.e. untt:.ea Raga XDtegrat!oa 

couneil. Mlzo Integration Council, lbltl Rational ~11', 

trlbo put up tbelr own eanCJtdates 'to fight the eleetiCDs. 

Agaba DO ~tlaln caaUda&e baa dared till today to flle 

bls or bel' aominatiOD 1D tbe Hill areas c 'V!ee-vcsa. 

Nor will a !faga file hte nc:.lftatioD 1ll a ltttk1 cr: Mizo 

J.ahablted ana. unle• be is mre of his meces• tbl"ougb 

p.azrty po1i~1ea. aJt. -~ even aatioDal and state 

parties bad.~ to peDit:rate tlu:ougb the ethDic 

bc:Juatlal:f'th 'lbe Congnu Pa.cty fail.., badly tn tbe 1912 

election. At 1Jkbml diaufct t:be CODgzess cculd nat gat 

even a s!Dgle seat··, While tbe tmited Raga Xnte;zat:J.on 

COuftc1l secured tbree seats (aut: of foul') aa· one sea 

WilDt to 8ft l'hdepemJeDt',. Shri Yan.gma80 Sbdza. Witb 
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tbe esceptton of Congz'eas DO other ~o11tieat party 

at: the state level contested election• !a 19?2 1ft 

~hia ctieb:lct. 1ft 111ce manner• otber districts hat! 

almost tbe same story. The people are not very 

entblls:Lastic about natioDal parties 8DC! their 

tdeologiea. Wb~ the people want 1s 1:11eir own mea end 

their own party contestblg the e1eetton. M adell Lt 

is difficult to predict end ceant ~· chtclal before 

they are hat::du!id • 
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Malllpu is a CCDglCIICt*iciD of mcmy tribes, bat 

•oattty they ce be claalf1ed into three danlllam: gr~s~. 

~- Jlei~eb, Jrokla .f.IIDd Hagaa. -tc!e• tbeae thl.-• etlmle 

g.,oupe ~bere •• elao Paa;fltl• ald· May-.ga, wbo eoftst::iblt.e 

only e small eeetion of Cbe papalat1oa. This diapter 

will deal wit:b tbe c~a of conflicts, .foeussta., •all'llJ' 

OD ~be b1atortoal elk! CDltul'al# cactaltl zoeligioaai, llftgd.sttc 

aapecta. It b • -~ u, aDalyse t:be varico• faetcr:a 

'that have eeatdba'tect to t:be IICIC't of etbaic relatloas tbc 

cbtata m the etee. 

CD aecouat of lack of t*Over blstcricat r~ __, 

6oeoments1 tzactng of the origin o'f th ... groupa u llOt 

possible. Bttt tbeJ:e are certain facta\ 'trdlticas, folk

lore 8Dd 8tor1ea tbat facllltaQ tbe ~latioD ~ ~beoriea 

of the ortgia of tbeae vcloua oroup•. ~· to tbe 

bJ.stor.ta.lty of tbe• tbeoriea, it will ~ upto th4a hlfto

l'leu 1:o VC':if.r t~ .. 

Jt: is a11 ace.pted fact tbat: the cr:St)Dal Sltbebltenta 

of JlaDip.tJ: belOllg to tbe Motlgolold atoc'k. Th ta is ev1c:le!d: 

f.r:cm their geaeral d'leract:cl~tes aDd oatloolc~- .,_ tboagh 
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...,.. Jlett.te nht• 8114 6tllf such aD aecept:el fact arM~ 

last.., t&"ace 'theJZ origlll froll t:be MJ••· 
ACCot>cU,ag to a=., tbe Met.teis a • ••• tbOUQb .,., 

f'Ct~S a d!ettaet fJl'OUP~ were oatc:e· a part of tbe !faga 

faMily. SWlar belt• I IHI'me~a, o:ustc.a ad belief.;,, 

muy of tllieb .still lillger f.Dspit• of~- cbaDgea _.ou.gtat 

b)- Yai!10UII !acton• • l Bat: tbia bas bleD deJtt.ttcJ 8110 

r•M-' by .,_ of the Mittel ~lleataala GD ttl• oraaad 

· that ebe Het&ei• belonged • a tllf:ferw& etbldo gt'Oap • 

. · ·'J.'bere. •• others who bola tbe •lew •bat t.be ~Sa .... 

. caee. p&l't of tb• tribal f.tli# iDbabM:mg. th• Hill 

ceaa. !'hie vtew t• eared by ar:c..2 a.ne trceullooh.v 

'l'lle7 baM tbett view 011 t:be vai!Rion• ad· tb• pb1loalcph1ca1 

a"ff1attt•• a1ld OD tM f8Ct tbat tbe cu....,- of uceDCJ1Dg 

tbe tbrcae wu perfometl 1D •eoa tkaa .a tbe 'Zilnch•' 

c gnat hol• ', ~ or1Q1Da1 l"M~ of the hill "'ie1, 
. s . . .. 

waa 'b:ltl• ta Raga fdb.t.en. Bat tbere _. •. cstwr• t118CII:S.. 

that Uf' ~o aplalft ~• artgiD of tbe Mlt1tei c..,..alty. 
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a.e sadl 'tbeory is t:bat the 'llette! Adba •, *ldh t:raee 

the or:lg.in to the TJbet~ stack and this tlteoJ.y 

1a in lirle with tbe belief of tbe Hill people.. As 

llcallleek pats tt •tbe"e ts fc mote grCWld t:o ccmcluda 

~ (Mei~eiaJ to be the ~· of tbe ~Uildtng 

hill trJ.baa•. 4 

iACCordtng to • aeccm! tbeol"y ~ u ~ 

Haft1l C..-temez'l tbe Mtd.teis uace their: «1g1D ~the 

ayu stoelc aD1I tlnls Adentf.fJ' tbellselvea wJ.f:b tbe 

westeJrD&rs:. ':bis lcgad oaa ba traced fl'o• 'the puJranlc 

writtaws ea it bas beCome a eoafGOD belief amo11g ~he -

Meitei ftiD&as th~ they &re the dasceuttant• of Al"jtma. 

and ~·present Manip;s' is t:be MaD.tpsr of Mababharata.

vhere Arjuraa was defeated In a battle by bla OVft 80ft 

B-abana. 5 'thf.a le an UDteable storr ·~ baa, caasec1 

rzucb cxmtu:overay anong aebolcs aDd lDtetlectueU.- as 

well ae mis:PlderstaDding eud ap~by liDOIIg the Yot1l'!geZ' 
.~ . •· 

generattoa. The ycutb eapacJ.ally ecmsldu 'thek' 

dasceat from Al'jUrla as a cock~ bull story:. ~~11 
\ 

tcHJay they hacJ heED taught ~t they btlang ~o ~. Al:yaD 

•· &111gb., L •. x •• ~~tcm u !JFlJ!l!'., t~h~~I• 
llv'it'angkboa. 1960 , p .13. · . 

5. Lem1d. Singh, H., Mallie!!" and t:he Mainst:ree, 
(Delb1, 19'75), p.33. 

\ 
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~octc., Instead DOW there la a hYlval ancag tbe youth\ 

-.o vo baclt to. their old eult. • SCJ!'ipt and religion. 'they · 
' 
d~est anythtng of 'HJ.adufAirl ', so llldl 8D tbat 'H1DCJulan'. 

\ 

and. t:o be ara IDdian .alee DO differeace. 

fte tb!a! theory epealts o! tbelr orJQiD aa fleople 

CQdng fi'CIIl tbe east, tlompol& HftE• aDd acJvoeate ~b.U ., 

~ta af:!ltlity wtth tbt! Shan trf.bos of Thai land. '1'0 

-}~ t:be Metteia bra1gl'ated from Sduthes"D Chlna 
'', . 

Yuriall •IDe• aerose tba valtey of tile ~!vet: ti~avadd\r. 
~ . 

AccorcJlltg to Per:I:Jeftoa the Mrt1t•u were &tseea&mts of 

· a Ttd' colOny w1cb probably emigrated fi:OID tbe Rc:lrth

East. bcrclera of China. tb:d.Dg ~be Sangu1aa.ry eonfl:.tcts f« 

aapremacy, .Cicb too't place between t!\e cliffH'eDt membaso• 

of tbe Chinese and Tut&C' dynasties tD the t:h!rteoDtb al1t! 

fa.u:teentb oenturl&s. ADotber exp lrmat10l'l given bF 

I.eireDllaYUtn lboongobal s~ was that • 

•. • •maftY peaple freD 'tbe eas~ aDd vet* ~ 
Eorcea to settle tn Han !pur: u vaT captiva. 
Scm wen br:ovgM: by the gODCt tctaga of 

MaD1pur to beva tbe east ctaty doDI by th•• 
t'hose Vbo e.e tzw.. the West were lcl'lOWft -
N'cng~eram aDD tboso free tbe aest a• 
lb.tglloldulr•· "they weJ:e all ..:gecl to tbe 
llaDJpil.'i CdlltAIDlty.•7 

, 6. Galt, Sir Bdvarc.'J,. ,. JU,s~ pf MSMt, p .321. 
1. S1Dgb, L.X., Jntrodgctioll to Manipur,. p.lt. 
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eJi 
Mather aee~ t:beezy emoag t'ha Meitela u f!hat 

tbey •• ~ to be ·~ daaceftdants oE four old 

Uibes.# vts. l.'bumal~ lueng, Moi&"ang ard Melt.e&. !hie 

~bf!OI'y 1s supported· - McCallocb ... aceot"dt.Jlg to hJa, 

lt: is tbe most ctedlble apleaat,ioD of ateu origlrl. %Q 
·-

tbe ecur:se of htstoq# t:be Melt:e1 'elan ~ ee:£at ••, 

b!tcaM- VBJ.Y powerful 8DII ~ado&lty ass.latliated tbe· otbezo 

salela• tnt.o ~'Mu aalals. flus t.be Jie1tei ,,_, ... , 

~el • sepm:ate or differ eDt) soclet:y ves fo.rmetl by 4:be 
. . . . ' 

eelgGiftation of the differeut aalals~, so . today tbey are 

able to identity t:hea•lvea aa one <*I"UD.ity. lD Hclipur, 

t1w Meaeia are tbe most ~ group end doamate 

1D ev&t7 walk ot 11&. Bat like the Hill people i:beb" OJ:'igln 

1.• · atlll ob1wcele .ct d1ffGait to • ., ... ,~~, uleas a 
q . . 

oeicelatd ar-..JIIau ~study t• aaa. o! tbe lUll peopte. 

Utcefore a· peep in1:o tbe or:tgin of the Htll people u 
... 

ll«lded down by tredltiort will bigblig)lt 80'M of the 

fact~· wbieh COI:'J:'eapond to .. ~ oft~ belief Of tbe 

Mfa,tis. 

CbacutJ.ty eacJ uncezta1D life of tile Hill people 

haft made cweD tbei.: ortgtu 110n cbscur• e:Dd. Obltvieus. 
• 'f. ,._ .• 

' .... 

'.r'M actual racOZ'dea histocy of the Hill p4llaple begio 
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wltb ~he «~mtng of the Br1t18b. . Beiag jgaol"ant aftd 

isolated from tbe other eo.nllDi~t••· ·tJtey failed to 

possess a scr:!pt of tbe1r own. att that cJ!d act prft'eDt 

tbeat frca hSV'iag tbeiz' hJ.story'l Jumcled dOidl l.ft thtt fom 

of follc-lc••• .tortea1 eug-. ••• etc, &• geDerat1oa 

to geDU"atiOD. How far are t:be• ator.tes', follc-lorea 

nllabl• aDd co"eapond to bUtory le • ~~~attc for ~ 

aild &"eSGafttl. ftcefore ODe caBDC* atapl? reJ41Ct it 

on tbe basis of lack of btst.-ieal wi"~ cbronotogy, 

beeauae tbe• stort•• give certain bint• ar claa• to 

tbeir b1st01'y. So J:.aeiag on tbese asSUDptioaa ar 

hypotb••J.a OD8 will have to _.. a deeper atudY aDd 

teseucb on tbe Mst.oq of these bill peupa. 

>As alreadY stat.a earlift tbe P.-111 people can be 

broadly gr:oupea lftto two gzooups c:Jt COiiiBUD1t1 .. , tbe 
-

JGltJ.• and~ Ragaa. 'rile Mtteta oatt· the Hill t>eD~Jle by 

general named HW8 or Pb&Pal. To a non-lababitent 

of MabJ:pur·, the people of lllfalltp\11' are~ •-, no 

diat.tnct1oa is made betwea var101U• etbrd.c troupe. But 

• Jle1te1e will malce a d&stirlet.ion betveea a lfaga end a 

lfaki.Vice"nHe. 

s. Haow l.a a ttm~, uaacl by tbe Hettela'-, with scaa sort 
of cont:eq,t. and dtepece to the 
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Qaograpbicatty, ~h• Ragu bave mncetr:atect mainlY 

1A West, Bo.rth 8Jld ~ of Maatpu .tate. Olly 

a few .llaga C\:81UDi~lea •• folmd J.e the Soutb-Batltr lD:e 

tblt -.rotJ, r..la~Jp and Anala. '!be 1\lkQ have no leD4 

of tbeu oct',: ~My an a vaftderaag nee trnc! tbey eft foalld 

etrexr•••·; blt toela,v they are lftalDly fOUD(t at SacS• Hl.tla 

(Raga uea) aDd South diatl:iet of Mall ..... 

Then are ....,.nl Raga Uihes GDcJ thKe &l'e u maar 
vcstoJas of th.U or~gse·. u there are tr!bes end 

subetrlbe•• aut: 1t 1a a COIDOill7 .::lcrrawledgfM! feet that: 

tbe ·Rages belODg to t.rlbeto.,Q,!Due QrOUp~, mainly to 

'libeto-Buman ..,_femtly. a ts epeculatetl by 11ta111 

adlolua. tbat at _. t.t.er,; ~ Raou maat baw 1181lder«1, 

tefore tbey f1DellJ' decldect to aett le at tbe p~:eaet'lt 

plaCe. Same~ aJ:e of i:he opinion tbat the_ BagQ •• atat.a 

allSUalpttou 8111! flll*:'llattona of dle aebot..-a'~· ~ CCIII!IO!l 

f~• pJ:WYalet in eliiOtlt all tbe lepDcJa c st•t•• 
t• ~place of «jg&ft. Rost of the Regas po1at: u 

' , . 

tbek place of origla to p!t&);Ml, a ~ll ~llage bttween 

Mao aDcJ Mer• --~ abcut 10 all .. ltOQtb ~- of dl• 

preaeat totG of Xdbt.a. a vas fft* MeB.tl4t.l ~at the Raga• 
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cliapersed to the d1ffereut regiona~' l:>ecaun• by then 

papulat:ioJl bad lDcl."easedl' arttJ ec:DI'ICIIlcally the eree va• 

not viable. Motber mtereetift; leg81ld beDded dod 

· \'118• tbat the Ku'JcU', Me1i:e1a a4 Ragas ,-. all oae ·. ' 

~t•. fr:aa a .co-. encutoi'~· who bad i:..,_· SC~~Jr/;' Who 

b.c-. t~ prcgealtora of •• etlmlc 9Z'OQPa.10 

It u act. ~eally pNSlble to vee. aaetly fi'C* 

.... tbe ... have or:J.gla•.e. a still r•ain• 1D 

obsctarlty. M one tllpa&"tat. factor ttaic.'h 8Uit be ~ 

1D ldDd t. t'bat'l tbe• &agu bad bee ofta aabjeet.ett ~o 
. . . . n . 

l!lvald<ms fr• Gllbidel'a.: 'l'tleref«e it 1a qaf.te 

posdbte ~ a partislu g:toap • t.ru. ~ have 

aceepterJ til aaeult:DI'ised ~-~ ... Oll acccu1lt of pressure 

fc'CII tbe co~a.· ·Such event• Call bring abcut cbanges 
. ).;' 

OC' a&lptatioD iD ~be way Of 11viag1
.' aoctial t*J:Uct\Jre 01!' . CMID 

lost o£ ones C.ltuze. Thla hac! 1D faet i:akeQ place .. ~A • 

tbe Meitel society~ by the!~.- aecept:cmce t.o Rl!ldlt re11g101'1, 

a ~leta traufoanatioft ~k l)lace. The MdtU. beo?Jitl 

Blrl&aa. Salt ~be Ragu !.dtabit:J.Dg ti)e Hilla of llanlpls 

11. 

-. 
.....,.._, M,., f!aqf !QUJ;yt.; p.30. 

~'• T .c.·, Jh! P!!!t !'f'U2M eJ ~~· (Del.bi 1 
B.R. J!Ubls.btJii Corporation# 1974~ 
<Dtsid• woulct f:Delua..1JuftltiH• llhaufi HiDctla aD4 
Bngliah. 



'78 

were not in the least touched by sudl external forces •. 

They Z'Maiaed a d1st.lnet. group &tspit:e tbe maztY har&tb1p• 

that they bad to enke. 

·'tbe Sagas of MaJd.puJ: •• stttl fi.gbtliag fOe' t'h• 

1tltegx'stioll with tbll ctbc Nagae\' bectause they baw been 

&Mparateil1 oa accourat of tbe Brtt:io colonial poltey~ 

ftlcefOI:'e tbeiz' up.&r«tioa to jo1D vttll ~- rest of tbe 

llaga Mothei-s~ will ~ a majcc t.b'reat bt tbe id:egrity 

. of the lttdt • .,. ... J.pv. 

'the S8COftt! Gl'OUp eonatitutes 0. ~- cc 

Kuld.a. '1'be,r -too belong to tbe Jllt)eg'otoid stock, but. tht¥ 

dlf'fe., fhftd~atty f.c'am ~be Ravas• aDt1 Jlleite~. 'to 

acme· exteat their c:omi119 and .-tt.lement lD Mall!pur can be 

~race4i' smee tbeJr c:ame at a aa<tt. tat• ate;e. Aecot61Dg 

~0 Sk James Jdumtcme tbe blt1• ce a vancleriDg J:.ece, 
. 12 

oons!s .. tllg of' sd'Vel"al tribu, different fr«D tbe Na;aa 

aDd• lfe1~.. -rbeu origJ.nal hOMe carmat be eoneetly 

eacen~~ 1xtt tbua seem to be traces of 'tbem es f• 
13 

as the Malaya Pea1Mala•. Th.,- were fil'et h8arc1 of 

12. 

u. 
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u RtJld.•1' Ja ManJ.pur: bftWeeD 1830 at! 1840 1:baugb 

U"ibta of the saae l'ace bad bMft atbject. to ~h• Raja 

Of MaD~. 'the· ct.gJ.D of the _.. lP1sl b not tmowa 

bd: it,. .... 'tllat a n.• .tppeared Jb Beagal 8awlms 
_, .. ..,.....___ 

witSIJgs of ·tbe QIQ&I c 'lbiJSta1aeeJ:a of Ttpra• 1ft 

utastik Reeeatdl (U;, ldl) a 1192.11 ~ording to some 
· t~ -'1\ ' · ' I 

a.& scbolsa; ~ K,llld. ~ ~ •• ~f ~· .,.. race# 

. ·bevlD; st-.ilu ~auce·~- mann•ri'; customs iiD4 langaaga. . . 

· 'the Dame Jukt :ana Q\111 •• not "'*1ofts aD4 have be81l olvell 

to tbt!!Jm bf the£1" nelgltbov•',· ·lliJd. as a AM .... or 

84mgall Daft8· :gi:ven by them ~o all hill tribe. in their 

~. Chin 1s the Burmese nane to &tt the 

'*'Pl<t in t'M counuy· between Euras an¢1 Assam .. 11 

st~ desC!1"1h;e4 t:tfO orou.- of D.tkt.• 011 t:btt batd.s 

of thatr crival in MaftfpU. the fir• gcoup or the old 

matt• cl•sl. edgs-ated Eta~· tile jungla of ftpperabf•· ~e 

billy C<Jill&t:y south of CeChsr 80IIIIt 50 oa: 60 rec• ~ u 

15.· 
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aroand lEkJO A JJ· •17 !'hey ccmsS.atea of the tribes 1.1lat 

Atmot•, Anal'• Cbdtbe*; Chtru~ lto!rao,Koireng;'i tcorri; · .t..arlkanq~ 

Pw:urtf, Vatpbei ana Hrengldlol Bette of Caabar tU.stric~ of 

.Assi!ID. The new Kaki elana were u. Stmte";~ 1'haacu·; Palte 

••• etc. tlbo c:ame to· ~ .tn tbe lliUJ o£ the 19th century 

ar<atnd 1844. AS salc1 ed"lier~ Majo<r Me.· Call view the 

D.t'k1 tribes as belonglag to the .MM etoe'k aa the atlD 82d 

Iusbais aDd their ortG!Dal 'hCIDB 1n the ChiD H11ts.18 

Therefore-, etbDologtcatly',~ they belongad to t'he ICuld.-

ChiD fmtly atld it 18 iDterest!Dg to note that tribe• 

living 1n the ad.n Hills of Blmla, still contimte to cone 

to MaDipur to eett:te daWD .. 

tileD the eeCOJll wave of K\11d. .t..d.gration to Man!pur 

oocar.J,· ColoDel ltcCbllGC'b vas tbe tba political ageDt •19 

He accCII'IIlOf!ated th• in dlffereat atrat.egie pockets of 

the state, and at the s.-ttme tmili..S tblm ae irregular: 

troops to f.fqrt agatnst: t:be Ragas. Th11J policy of Colonel 

McCu.llocb of ptammg KUTcl eettlementd; on exposed 

fl.-ontiers iDalced ~ Bengal 00.ertl'll8Dt to adopt. t1Mt same 

:ll'Miasure. Dy virt.ue of tbeiX' pot1ey;· they (British) 

succeeded 1ft st.jpat:id.Dg 1ft t:be beat:t of every Kuld. ana 

17. Dalton Edward atite, Deper1pt1sm !t;hAAJ.ggy of Bengal, 
(Calcutta, 1872)'" p.49. 

1.8. sen. QJpta, A.tc .-, •r.usbe£.dt.'uld. ctana - ~te-examJ.I:Ied•, 
'ltle Baste~·atr,"vol.-1 .. t~ no.3, 
Sep1:enbel' . . # 969, p';'35~. 

19. Jobnstone# !IADipur ODd Raoft Hills;, p.25. 
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Raga a feeling of b1ttCfteU an4 lult:&-4Mt egatoat OM aDO'tb81' • 

This bas further edraft!:Je t"-11" retatlonsbip. 

Secondly thl'cugb th.U -pol~ oE •at•lt!e aD4 rule • 

tbeF separated tbe Hills ad ~laitt and instilled 1D tbell' 

lllhlt, tile sense~ dietADct•• •4 eltenatton. t'bwt 

cJivUtng the hilb anc1 plaiD "-kontally aDC! vutJeatly. 

Bad Rm~ baeD. • tmited ~i hietoly could baft beaD 

f.J,d.t• dUfceat. Bat atDctt •.t _. • t.twe!llge-..aa 

COIII'Imt'tJ'~· it va .uy em i:htt pan of tbl ~-· to 
play .- egaibat t~ _,.... ta dlia _, ,: •int:am a 

-policy of •.utu• 910' ~ peaue thek' e1a aftiJ abjftctlves. 

-
MA!io:1' 

Re:l:i~Jioa, iD ~ 11fe of t:be• etbn1e gz'CUPS bas 

been 8D ~factor tD 44ltC"IIdD1r.ag tbeu relatlOMhip. 

Pr.toc tco tbe eoeirlg of Hf.Dcll.t.• 8l'1d Cbr:iataatt,y~ .-, 

Ut:tle. Jc.nowD. but a 1a a ac:c.ptea7 fact thet t._ P"GlP• 

.,.re antatsts. 'I'M dift.a.lOD bet'IIMD the Hilla 8Dd plaln 

beo.e v.t.albt•; wt~ tbe acceptance a1. ~1• by tbe 

Vallep people. Puftbe.r ri.ct;• vas onattltf •. 1tbeJt 'tbe· Hill 

people accepted Cb&'1attiaJJity. 
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tbe bill 'Pitq)l•~ who wee aor• frlobt--' than tempted by 

tbe MW cult. '!be dally roalld of batbt.nga'. the alogaDs 

of ·~cuc'h ae nat •. tbe eelf-Ryle Stp•iortq of tbe 

aev <*'Wel:ta to tbe intUgaeou pecple 'lito re~~a!ftecJ 

outaidlt t1'le MV cult either by their ~:efusal 4Z 1:N:ougb 

tbe njectloD of the lUling elen
1
; social eeene etartel 

. 21"' 
&a a wrcag direatloD. 1'be COIIatlqa&nees that followed 

...-e diaaatrcua beceuee a created an art1f1cla1 soetety 

with aoelal stra1Da eDt! CXII'.IatZaiat. 'rhe Hill IMIOPle .,... 

conaldcett •• \tatcucbablea•~ •" ao H111 maD was all--' 

to enter tbek' h~•·· '!'bus the concept of pu:1~7 aacl 

illpuctty bacCII8 tbe datdnatil'lg factar iD 'tbeU l'elatioliship. 

J\IJ:t.her ~~- pa-odaeec1 iatra-JIIIItel etn.tif!eaUon. 

ftoM lltltet• ttho r~ .-1s!t..S vltb the tz<adltlonal 

nl.t.gJolj ,.. Ueat.ed ae •«4 eute•. AaGtheJ.' .eet.1on of 

outeaate ~uea ofJ#i t:hose pdlsbed by i:he King f« their 

violation of H!D6t soctel cot-. aDd ••ital regale.ttoDs. 
22 

ftte fOftte' categocy of •outcast• was D.., loi aat tbe 

late u Yaf*bib1. Today both tbt categ:oru• ar:e recogaized 

as tbe seheatW cast• of Man!pw aftl.!u i!he ccmatltm=iOD 

of l'ftdia. 

21. Tc:.b1 Singb'* tt.';· ManimJF p tbe l'o1Dtlthltft 
(Detbi, 197S)._p~89. 

az. HOdaoll. T .c •• Jbt· *&~ey,· Ji.10. 



Secondly H!atJateM hrou9bt caste sret• 1D the ReiteJ. • 

~ctety. UDlilce tba lllt!lid aasM sy•~-~ ~b• .*ltet bat! + 

cmly two eaabls vt~' tt. Bl'abatft.a aaa Ksbatctya'; tillo 

wre &taJgnated by the caste Dai'Oes of 'SbU~M' 811\t 'Sinoh'_ a . . 
reepect1•ly. . Thla oreat..S a psychological bel'rlc 

wttbift thea own soclety am7 1t bee- a big tmpeaiment ~o 

their aoctal J.n~J."COU:r• w1tb otbW groups. Hlnadl• aiM a 

blurred the racial ad -c:ult.ural .1~1-ty of tb• Mt1te1s. ~ 

Tbe ldtJctil leadeD adVocated tbtt theoly that ~be Hettel 

belaagecJ -to ~be MyaD Jttoek aDd that ·tbfiY were tbe aesce

daDta ~ ArJe.a'• To shalt thttJr tot:al aocept8ftce of ·tbe 

:nw ret!glon a1d en'*;' oara, Hl.wu 24 ~ed t:be bU'biqJ 

of alt tl!'adithmal acr.tptur•~ aad. atrietly fod:tade the 

dl!Jntmg of reUQi<lae 8CIIIfl aDc1 prayca m the local · 

lmlgUage. ·l'ftst.eeCJ 'Vaisnab Paaabal•' of Bengal vu tm~ 

and t:IHt &J:thful were e~SCC~Urag• to leal'l'l• Bengal• acr,!pt 

was intrtJdac..t aa! gradaelly t.tt. .. ......,. ol-.. dardnaeea 

the scene. ftte Uratioftal aa=to1'18 of tbe flrabmm 011 ~· 

callci)Jl people ew1 t:be re1191otltt dat"•·~·etc• mat!e tbeb 

life ml.eerabt.. ftta §aWl rtae t:o tbe l'lvalt. of tbeu 

old Cll1t and nl.tqioD 'Scaabt•. Rao.rta Jlhulto ( 1888 b) 
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a young Mel.~ei ft:Olll CadhU took t:tae leadl afte pustng 

b1a aatricul•ion ex•Jnftioa~ he ct_.., tbe JM)llee 

sei'VIc• but reslgDet.'t &Gil tbe post af s .t.o! railway pollee. 

'f.o ~t~ Ohe o1.4 cu·lt: be famc!.S tile l1po1l:pa Mantp iJl Cache 

£a 193o. 25 . H.U aet1vttt•• .reac!tec! ~ J.n lfte JO•fit· 
illtt:ially the movement wu utl-Bnhltm~· thea aatt-~Jet:Jgalee 

8Dd tat• as ttt*t.-HtncJu. _And late it -.pbaslnd OD the 

•tonal ldeDUt.y of tlMt Jfet1:ets sad ~atilatly it: became· a 

po11t.ieal ~. The IIIOYemeDt bad the ~ of f'CI'l'lfters. 

bu~ aD4 stua.nt•• fte SanaRbl took ••tift~• ahap•• 

whera Hettel ~ was eatabtisbed cD Maf 14tb 1945. • 

'l'be ~s of br:up decided to nv.t• 'the cultural heritage 

of the Me.l.tet pecpt~· to do re.eceb in aacf.erit bistcy .ana 

other UterabJJ!'e a!14 lasi:ly to revive tbe Re1teJ. acript. 

'l'be £undamenta1 basis of Sa118mab11ft09-.rtt 18 to rive the 

Sanameb127 caltf, tbe ~eoua. of 't'he Mea eta. The 

MwemetJt .is still stzon; 4md t!ialtke anytblng that 1• HtDau 

and Indian. 1b• situatiOD is w.cy pathetic:;· becauaa, a gttftel'a

tioft gap has been created bftweerl the yeuag and old. '!'be 

25. ltal:ut, o.·, "Social Refoaas aDd Religtaut Mov'l!l'!MIDt:a 111 
Hanipur R!MteeJltb .., 'l'Wllttetb O!mt~t···:, 
~, vol.x, ao.7'# J8Dtlary 1917. pf.H. 

a. pi<t •• p.34. 

71. San.abl 1e a household god llbi<:b in Manipur~1 every 
~atly Htnda ( f.'•!ty) ""t'tel-. e9e11 Mimlpurt Brabmm 
'lf0l!'sb1pa • 



86 

rouager gcmer.atieft a:re iDfavOUJ." of c!olftg away with Hilldaism. 

wbLl• tbe oltfc' peopl• pl'efU ~o coat.._. Sft the ._. 

re11glca Ofi1161U.J • 

Tbe Rill ~1• on tbe otller bSftd bail n.x beert 

dlectAIB by 'the pJ:OHl~isatloD of the lle1teia ~ H:I.D&llsa. 

!'bey ~~d attacbad ~ the incttpnaus eul~ 8111 religion. 

PrlOI' to tb• $!~vent of O..latS..iql;· reliqioa ~o the Hill 

P-.1• WU· cetel'ed arouDd ~t.,lr actJ.v!tiea aDd eo wen 

govemed by lMllf eaperatltau• bellefa. 'they belle.a m 

the af.awtence of (a) tba Silp..-· OodJ (b) Aeee8U7 wrehtp 

and (o) tbe preeemce of gOOd ant1 4Wll aputt• aa ~h18 

eaa:tb. ACCor61Dg to Magu, 111M• of • ~eon is e..ett 

o! the .tiOUl by ea ftil apJd.t.. 28 So 111 easea of •tc'lmeas 

e lblldic!De: Ialli •o 1• a I'Ctadt8te11er aDB a pllyatclaD 

J.s called tft t:o -ptecat• t:be Wil IIPfrits "Mho. oa1..S 'the 

,11J.nees~ a · SacrtfJee• .are ..s. to ~ tbtt ~~putt.. 

%D t.taes of Voable ana pMt11ece~ the a~pJrlts of 

t:ha falrefatbce e:ee worab~. \'hey beliew t~ t!le 

aDCestral epl.r"* bave :lnflUttDCI!I .,... tbe ...-all)%'o.pertty 

28. 

29. 



o! eeu c1etlc8Qdallte. therefore~· tbtty offer sacrifices 

~o appeue tbe aputts ·o~ 'lbe eacestot:a. ft.U nli9tCD 

was· af.mple, pecple ClbaeXVfd the Ol'dtmt of the ~tl'leat 

SCJ:llpU10WJ1Y aDd took tM pl'iut as aext to GcM'J •. 

'lhe camlng of QrUt!atd.i:y optMd a new VCCld to ' 

~. a wu a: 'pftwitJeai:lal • bteuJ.Do 111 dtsgaise becaase·~ 

wi'tb their aeceptance to C:UiatiaDtt.y~ tbe Jfagaa ana -1 

J:ulcis tul:ld Oft% a !llhf teal. 

The work ill tbe begiftntag was not &D easy· taalc, 

~ere the mtsstonanes were tumec! dam. Besldea, 

beceu• of tbe trac1it:1oaa1 zlvalzy (boet11lt7) bltwee.D 

t'- ~~agas f.Dd Jtuld.a', prevent . .a aad bbl~ tbe .growtb of 

tu aew fatt1'h Agam ill ~ht• ·•· ..... 1~·. CGW!Ill'ltca

tt.ca •• 8tl'ellel~ dtff:tcult auJ lift a..,_. -..opte 

zutaed the fiPI'eacJ of c::'UUt~i a wu only because 

o:f tt. 1.11'1damted epU:it of t:be alesicllart..• that 

graduaUy tbe people accepted tbe ftiiW fdth.30 

-
Pat.tigl'ew t:be great apoatl• aDd bearer d: ~Sat •s 

light~ cd.vecJ in Impbal 011 Gt'b Pebftml'Y 1894. aut 

30. 
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Po-11t:ica1 Agent. Major Muwell cbjected to, the preacb!Dg 

of Christ •a meesage -.g tbe Rilldtr ~, so he was 

a~ggestea t:o won ..,... ~ Hill papl•· Fetttg&-ew 

JD 1895 ·~cured tile Ta-.~1cb11 area Sartb-8aat of ·Jtlpbal aacJ 

decided· cm 010lnl for bia cent:r•• '.fbe fkst.: thlft; 

'"-ttignw 414 wu stat:t a 8d\ool. At the atart t.t was 

• proble to vet •u&Dt•. ~-- ~- parent.• nfa..S 

~o •• thea dlildr.a. only at the lndstel'&Cle ot Rajar 

Huwall to tbat T.-gld'lul chlefa that 30 :boys war• .-oltea 

(Pebruacy • 1891). 31 ~stomed to 4iacipltne llfe the 

students gave a lot of trouble to the mtssiotlaE'iea. Olly 

a£t• five year:a of bard labce .in 1901. 12 boya att-ending 

the 4Chaol COftfee!.Mid asriat aad wee bqlt.tszea. By 1901 

t,be tatmller 'had !Dcreasec! 'to 70 ftllllll.'4bers~· •1tuatiOD bec4!1Be 

crl.tl.cal 11lben Patt.Jorew fcbacle tbe CM*i.stlau t:o -pultel

pate ia a Clage festJ.val, eveD tbeugb tblf had astm!'eCJ 

bfa was quite 1JlftOCeDt:. Most refused to accept tb.- rules, 

witb tbe nsalt tha the atsslOJldY vu left only with 

seve faltbfUl•. !'be• seven constibtect the Taaglcbul 

dm:ch were t Hollet~ l.allbl~. M.K. SbUiray~· 'r. r-.d.ldlll!t·. 

Kuillbon'~ ~ei and A. lllDJ:cmatngb. 32 This was t:tMt 

31. DG~m•• P.s., J'b!! Mkl!D Wptlst of. 99£, (O~l; 
1969), p.7G.. . . 

32. .!&'!14£• p~~ao. 



biGgest test for tbe mls&tonary afte~r .W.lcb tbe work 

.t:OIJtiQaed rather: smootbty. 1'be. gr'OWtb oft._ a.tstleD 

popul~ton.had been very rapic!l •Snee ltol·. The dlaft 

.,...,. betar3 shows t:be orGIIth of Cbr1tlt1en1t:y~ ~lD 

a ahoft perloc!. Today 1ft Kallip;JJ: aftc the Mltitet HindwJ# 

QlriatJ.ans ue Daxt b!Qbest ill ~ave. 

y._ ~al Ito .of - Cbl'ift.'-

1891 -
1901 45 

1911 132 

1921 •~oso 

1931 10,.401 

1951 6ft# 3M 

1961 1$2,043 

1911 m';Z43 

Here is a cbaft. abowq the diatl'ib.tt,iOD of paput.atloa · 

by rel.tg.lon of the~ 1961 sad 1971. So if we coas1der' 

the growth &-ate of 'tbe vartats reUqiou l'OP'Qlattod;1 tt. 

is Vhtbty showS'1 that tile ~ of IU!dliem bas ct~eued 

-
JS. Sbdt:acbat'fe• !!f!!Si:~J: ~.J:p!p;• p'•llf. 
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1 ~ 2 J ' 5- . 6 _, . 8-· - 9 . 10 . -

---------------------------------------------------
1N1 

1111 1012,153 

1161•1971 
Crowtb zoa.te 

e.a 

fS32~597 ?'0,9Gt 
!8.98 6.61 

J1.4t ·•.as 

ssl:o•s 
19.49 

Ht'~ac~ 

··~t j. 

81.6, 
\ 

523 
o.o1 

1t~oa 
0'~10 

325 118 .... M,618 

0.04 o.lo 12.3t 

495 1'~-408 83,167 31;846 
d:os d;tJ '·'5 o.H 

52.11 80~98 
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etl• Cbl"tatlell1i:y has tn=e..a cons1.,.ably. 

Aecc*fiag to CeDIIQe 1971t,' l)oput.tton by rettgl.oa.. ' 

~be OZ:Oitb of CJll'lft·iaas in ttt• hill areu hae· 'been ccu.to- (I 

dUablr fat. loolttag at -th• ebalt~ one cau east.l7 IW)tlce 41 

tbat: lD tbe hill ••••• Ragae ad· lb'lcu have tllbraeel! 

<2ui.flt1aftity aDd Chdattaa &a11'late a. dtbel! rellgtau• 

~· in the Hilla. !be £at ~ bu tbe ~~~~ 

IJel' e.m:age of Cbrlftiana m U. state aeJ llld.la ( CIDm• 
&a·qu . 

1911). Hee 18 a chazot,.sbafiD; the ~toa of tlW 

.-lou S"eUgi.caaa g~"C~Upa i1l t:ht Hill and· pla!Jt 4ietdcta 

of JSaDipu.: While iD tbe plain die It~• (Melt6S..) at.t.ll 

.-.t;ttae t:be •JatitJ'. !'be· third .daaJaat nljgiotta 

e(lllf!Uni*f u e. ftlat£Jt ther COMt1tute ebout 6•61 .-.. cent 

of tbe pcpt~lat:toza. 'fbe ot:belr rettgiou pcupa •• outs~n, 

aat aai'"•· So wbea on. consider ~ nl~ou• 01•unntty 

it: would aat .... 1ca11y ..aD tt.e H1Jidu aDd tt. Christtaas 

Of tb• State • 

.,. -~ of Oll'iatt.lty Gil ... life of 'the 

people wa ~ bf the dpifteat traftafte•t!bft tn 

t:bek aac:tal~ e::onaat.c ad religia:aa life. 'fbe. ChJ'lstlaa 

a!MiODarJes GpeJ2111d ecbool• in all t:twil' •laaioa eefttre~, 
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-,------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------~-------------· l . - - 6· -' - - - -Q.:. - - - - 9 - -

--·---------~---------------~-~--------------------~ H!ftdd..sm 

Christianity 

lala~.t 

3~tll'l1• 

Stkhl• 

luc!di• 

other Re11Qtoaa 
"-rsuesion 

Ho. 
.. 

• 
• 

• 

• 

599,815 

15,111 
.. ,.,.,. 

1,252 

190 

116 

37,212 

417 

20;001 

se~''o ,,. 
5 

54 

221 

5';574 

87~'433 

188 

• 
u 
88 

1:;01, 

571~241 

so 
24 

32 

K 

3~~
,.~/908 

19 

' 2,., 632,59'7 

2G'I074 279'• 243 

5&9 10,963 

111 ~-~409 

111 1,028 

92 495 
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1D t:hi.s way, lt factl1t:ated ~be Ragu aD! JQJld.s tto adapt: 

~lves to tbe ebanglag world. Ill tbe !!rat plac. the 

Ragas .aua Kukla 4!4 Dot have a scr~, ~be 1Dt.roduct1oa of 

i:he JlciDall sct~wtJ, eabled them ttevelcpe thell" lartgUage. 

The 1ntl'cdllet1oa of edt.teaticm gave ~.tse ~o a ..... grCQp m 
~be society. JD the pre-Christi aD t•tt~ except for the 

91l1age chiefs ad pJ"lest•~ ~ere wu h81'4ly any otber 

clue or group otbez' ~baD ti'le ~lculturalista. 'the &ages 

and Ku'k1a 61pended elftJ.rel7 upon· the ~otact of the ~il for 

tbeic exlsteace, a 611lw:e due to aatw:al ca1Mll1tiea•, 

«ougbt •• etc. affected' ~ eDttre life of tbe eotm~~Ditty. 

8ut. with tbe iDftov ef 'tb1e new cla•s (e61catec!) ~1•. 

ftal'teCI 1oo1dng for otbU oooup~ana aucts u, cler:ical', 

teacbera', ~tal:, joba. ~!a belped to &ipl'O'Ve ~ 

atandard of t.be people;# a~- a1ld l'ldre peaceful •J.st:ence. 

7o&ly the 11d.astonal'.iea are ~MPilW t:be fl.l•td.~s of ~heU 

labc:lu". ~are JDaDf Bagu dCJ· Jrulci•:. boldirlg reapoad:>l• 

Jct>• et the state u well aa s the ut:lO'bal l.ewl. Thia 

Cbnstiahity oave new life botb eptrltualty aatl· pbystcatly 

to the Hill JltlOplG .. 

Along vitb ~ blusing~ e-. diaadvalltage in the 

fkst: plactt~l ii: brC'.JD.gbt in faRber: break up tD among tbe 

Rill people in tbetr Clift. CCI!'mllD1t1es. 'ftlus a dt.atinetiol'l 

was m&t tetveea a Qlrtst:J.aa and ~iat:tan. Tbua, ln 



lat• 2os tbere was ttJAt 'Kalnpai eult •35.a.vement led by 

Jodonazv t4 Pulton village. 1tle movaneDt was 41rected 

agaiast the ~osition of u alleD ac!rd.JIS.atrattan that 

tbreatei'JIICJ tM old way of life. '!'he reset~t~ wu 

c!Uected t:owar&J Cblr~t..au aacr Dtld.a u well as tile 

govemmeat. .JR this way a shaJp cl~ vaa er:eated 

w~blD tbeu Oldl aoclety (llagu). The au:tRt.am had the 

t;eDdency to look ac.m upOD the non-Cbrf.stiaaa as infidels 

and despised tbal for tbek Ntatdo p~tee•• In like 

manner, ttte Hi1ldtt Mette& were ooaatdcea ea idolators arJ6 

pagau. 't'he Hltitei B1ndu ooraaiderecJ ttte Hill Cbl'ifti8!'18 

aa eollaboratwa 8lld agenta of tM Bdtisb Raj. ,_a,~ 

gta.c'JI.tally the gap vas vldtm, Ull today tben er."e· vezy few 

Malte1 Cbl'istf.aaa, antt few H1DCtu Hill ••· !ben:tore to 

br1D9 abo\lt a closer tmlty on tbe basta of relig.t.cn vltt 

aot be possible rDJ: can they celrleJf: tbe past. Tbe fature 

will dlrpeDc! co 'tile alftd and act:f.oD of tbl yaunoer 

geurat'ion. 

as seen earlier. t:be iobablt:eftU o! Matpul' bat! live.! 

separately on aeoouut of many fe.ci:ore.. 'l'bta isolation bad 

35. Dowt:aa, P .s., 'the !f!9!!tx WoJ:1c8 of eoa # p ~ 119. 
0 
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brou.fj'Jt about many cJ1ffer4!ft'.tCGe, ln culture, laDgQage. 

QlstCIItS aDd way of life. Ql17 with ·the «llaiog of Brltiah~ 

the 11f'e of 1:l'le Hill people opaned upoa abit more. '!bey 

came lD eom:~ wltb otbw group•• 'ibe •rver vl~ l:ndta-. 

bxou;lbt lbrther oba.Dgea in ~ society. Glee each 

allc1ety had rematMd cloa«< ~o eaeb otheJ:, tbe 1l8ld cUd 

not aTislt, becau• each group ac aodety was ~- · 

aelf-auffi.clant. But e~ with the illti"Oduetioa of • 

aodei:D eaanoditiea aDd way of life, aelf•suff1cleacy wu , 

aat of ~<m, tnstead 11: vas atbst1tute5 by !Mer

dependance~ tttich became aa 1Jk!ispensab1e ~or. ,All 

f:base· past yean no COJilllunity baa. bottler.d to learn each 

others tanguaqe, the~efott• the ...uum of cumlQtlicat.ton 

became a big 'PZ'dble. The Mltets being ttte majort~ aaf 

..... enterprtsbtg tbtm tbe Hltt people vraaually started 

t.JpeJ:ating 1n the Hill ereu. 'J."tad Metitetlon came mto 

use and today e .good p•canta;e of ·the Hill people bow.aJ

least how to apeak ar can untfeataftl sametbing. 1'be 

Hill people bed UDCODeciouely J.eariMJII.tma acc~ed ~he 

language:- 8ttt wben a e-. ~0 the qaest10D of recognitletD 

aa the offJ.cf.al laguage of the etete u well u lrictusiOD 

!Is tile Btgbt Sc:bealle~, it ..0.. the feeliDgs aiiC'J aent~a 



of the bill peopl•• Ia tbls retpaet tbe Matble faqot 

to conaidc tba MaDipal' t. e •ltt-l.ingutat!c state_. 

ha't'iarl hetttro~~• caltce~ cu~~to~u ••• etc. a ta tne 

that; the laaguage U· llpOke by abcat. two-'tb!I'Cl of the 

papula:Uon~·. bat still •• 1:bktt•a •nt!lneftt ~·be over

looba 8llCI mpoae the ~~ajortty•a eectstoD. t'his Will 

craly lftd to ful'tber breu up eDc1 d.lvtslon of the nate. 

~· laguage lJrcb* had •• .._., J.oa,J befiore 

tDJepeDCteDoe.) Dar!Dg tt. ~eot.mes of ~· Maberaju 

z-esolutiODa bad baeD adopted end -paas.S for ~· ~= 

of tbe MeDipul'l la'Dgllage. The~ '!er.cltortal Council 

· reeolutiODa were pasaed to Malee Mt.ttetloa as the -.facto 

off !Clal language o! the atate. '1'he Jlltithela baa beer. 

olfiiiCIIIOI.r!Dg: fOI" tbe cecogJd.ttoa of 11aae11on ae the state 

language. ~!Dg to R .K. Donadl'o?' t.be laJ~gUaga u 

llpOke b¥ elevea lelc'ha llviag 1D vctowl pafts of 1na1a. 

(Weat Bengal~.' 0Etcha'&"f1~ ftipura~ Bibarli Rojal!. lanka~ oaubatS.. 

end Baragladelib l. aeconaty tbtt taDgQage had bee reeognizea 

upto UDivarslty aDd· the Sabitya Madem.r has rec:ogolzec! 

llaftJparl as a modern %IIdia language. 
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The J.•sue hat! 12eeD hotl)' &lb.ated lD ~be Rate Aasellbly 

end tbe Met.tete being i1l the •Jority (JUAa.) at.roDOl!' 

at1Vor:ated for tbe ad~i.cn of ••.ucn u the official 

lat'tguage. !be Rill MIAs wal'Md aga1nst t=be basty paastng 

of the larJgQage bill anc1 apl"e...a tJ1e opUd.on 'that the 

1aae should be :ce&nef ~o tbe Rill· ~-. sat tiMJ 

Aa8811bl7 aegated tH edrise of the Hill M!As and pas8t!il 

the l'ltaolut1on. Speaklag on the tanou.aoe isaae R.K. Rtm'bk 

S!ngb add• •· ••• Cill' culture aracJ lauQUage here sav.c! auc 

MarlSpur. W. all lcnov that car -.cuete -~ '.te'Jpura 

bas lost. -to san MaD!pul laDgUage is t:ba one of 1:be 

•• ~tant task ••• we bave to save MaDjpur ••• MaD!purf. 

languege S.a not only fO!' ua but it 1•· ~or· tbe v'bole of 

. Hantpu.•37 UDfc:ftursately Mr. a.~. Ra!N.z' Siagb hu uset1 

MaaipuJ:t ~~· 8lld J18rdpu ~·ly# beecia .. 
Mallip1.u-i lalguege ie only few ttae Jleltele aC! if be views 

MaJlf.pu' as the 700 sq. •J.l.. (Valley) tbtm he 1s con:eet 

1D asseJ:tiD; that by sw~ MaD~l l~age. ene weald 

be savtnQ Manjplr. Ot:Mrwtse he is tald.ng a vecy c:tusrvl

niat:tce staJKI by mald.ftg Manlpad. tbe laaguage of the Ragaa 

azad· JC'akl•· a fact tbis •*ltu&t aD!· belbav1~ of i:be· 

31. !bj.d. • p.lS4. 
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Ita ttni' Central --b s~ ... West ... Dg ... -= Ma!lil*l' dietrle$ diet ... ~ tli.t.:ift tltsta-tc:=t ··- diSWleb- ·- diat;J:iet 

-------------------------------------- ~ ...... _ .............. -~ .. ----
1 2 -- -- -S. • -- 5 • - ·- -- . ,_ 8 ' - - -

- --i- --------------------------------------------------
BeDgaU No. ltl\~~- • 287 6t , lfA. 1s~.o1• (1.4) 

Hlft8l' .. 21003 68 201
;

118? lS 132 HA. 2~~305 (2.1) 
Kabui .. e;-zoa ,~,- S/~658 10 34,'040 HA 50,802 (4.1) 

Kuld. .. 2,120 ·~480 1,959 3~'444 ,00 - 14t,,,8 (1.3) 
Ma\i'pul"S. • 671.100 li41S 4~--., 81! 358 HA 1?8,385 (63 .2) 
Mao .. 368 ta:;-.so 8 20 -- lilA 19,346 (1.8) 
Btpal:t. .. '*211 H~tSJ 188 121 115 - 25,491 (2.5) 
Paiite • t,201 118 21,2o6- co 11 .. , 2),10'1 (2.2) 
TeDQkbul .. 1:,!0! .,.,. 61 S11;3M 13 R:A. 51 571 (5.4) f 

'l'hadoa. ·- .r.om 1~/'171 13',330 ,~--223 4~380 RA «',on (4.1) -·· . I . 

Vaipbel .. 336 2,351 -~392 200 .,. .. 11,758 (1.1) 
cthen • ..,.,.,3 11,608 -~666 1!1990 ,., .. a RA 108,.30! (10.1) 

• No at~pune figure• &I'll a.Yailable for T-.gnoupal dtsul«* bu- tbe Centl'al cJS.W:rict illcludas 
Tengnoupal cJtstzoict. · 
HA • not available • :ts!Ued by the D!eat"tmepi: of Stai:1aj:.ief (MaDit:»UI'). 



114taeia have peatly barr; ..... ana -~bed ~he Hill 
,.J!- ~ ~ ~ ~"'" • ;. . ·=~- ~ . . -

people. a has elso ~~ i:beir. ~~eftll co-extstece 

1ft the state. 

63.2 per Cent· of the pepu1atio11. !be next majc lrmguaga, 

U Taug1dm1 that 18 S.C per cent followed by JCabll ' 

4.~ per oent eJMJ Tha&. t;.t percent. As tb$ llei~eis are 

•• VfC'f nuGb att:ac'bed to tbe langUacre. eo ate 'the hill 

C*JP1•. And at the sceent jQDCt_., ... 'tbe eituattcm 

le tttll~ crit-ical beca1se of tbe ~s of tbe itag'a ; · ·· 

eaa Kukla~'·-a caD create wavanted result:• for tile futue • 

• 
~~ 

'1M lall9Jap Bill vu passed em ZNI· at lt"'Pt the 

pus.f.Dg of dl• lat'I9Jap Dill baa ten-!1>17 upaet t!Mt . 

ptJYC})ology of the H111 ~8DS>. t...38 t'be ~u ud l'ltld.ei~ . - . 
feel ao longeJ: llafe aJtd aeicu.re~ •• a Vftdual Gtt~urel 

aaildlaUOD -to llltlt,ei .octety ba.s ~lze:ady bee stctea 
: ~ 
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by pa.ssir.lg of ~he language bill. ft411 paed.no of the b111 

is only going to benefit tbe Mef.teU;, 1fb1le tile Hill 

people have to bear up tbe barc!sh!p. Seeon41y U the 

~~is Included 1D the 8tb Sdbtd.tlef, tbe Hlll p~eple 

have DO mal'e place 1a Jlaftlpur. It: 1e t:be:tr contenttOD 

tbat tbe Hills u4 plaiD 8boul4 ,be aeparattKl adadltiatrattn17, 

., tbat tbe lUll people can have t~-<!"D !lOde of vork!Dg 

oat theu future. !be ~~a;u arid· Kakl• c• not aga1Mt 

tlae legaage. J.Dsteac! ~ber •• tor a. mt tbat tM.v ahooi~ 
be aeq,ted 8116 be separatec!39 !rem the valley. 

fook!Drl et lt: fl'alt tbe otber side, the Relteb witt 

.bmaftt it. IICSt~ as it would .aa!l all·.,ovenJiellt trae

act1cns will be :doJie 1D Jte1tellon (tlbidJ ~· the WagatVJ'uld• 

will have t.o .uter t.be lengaage). Tbr.ouQb MetteilODi 

they bcpe t o create a bater rep'POft btW'ea -the 90V8!!'D-

&ent eD4 the·. people. At ~· .-.time. peopt.. ea baw 

v~:eatc 8C('!esa ~o aDd un.,_stana tbe ~at JACblneq. 

'!be second h that tbey (Makela) Ctul dt for the All fllala 

c:oq,etStJ.'N «tramlnat ioa on llllftelloa. !be tb11!'4 aavantage 
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is that 'broaacest frcMt All IDdta Rec!.to can be doa.e· 1ft 

ltalljplri languega 1D big· cities Ulat Delhi. Paartb_ 

-Ita Dt:l: .-. .._ ,_ ~ tba npresesttatlvea can epeat 

to MelttdloD m the lDlch Sabba: elk! llajya Sattba~ whidl will 

M trae1atet1 1Dto Hiadl ad BDgliaJJ. 4o %D theu entbts1-

.U. to VOJ'k for t:M general good of the people.- tbey have 

J'.ypuaed the .-.... of the till pwJple, who an opposed 

to the bipoattlOJl d. llltt•.Slorl • .,., IAf .... wal'ftlDga ... 

Mt tabD beet on tt., 1t will ultimately teed to~;'* 
ap ol tbe etate. 

!be state of--~ will r.alD u a !~tate only 
. J.\di> . 

·vlleft l'»otb grcup• ~lba ·ana valley J.eal'a to reapeet, aDd 

cooperate wltb eacb other. '!be uniqaeaess of Jfalll.pul' 

lies 1ft bel: heteJ."OgeMlq. Whicll ta UllpUaltel to 8JlY otbtll' 

Rate of !Data. 'Therefore if tbe Mettda want. to 'PrtiSCV8 

t'be ileegr1t.y of tb• s~e~ 'they 8hou 1.c1 proceett caat:toui~ 

less i:bef ahOuld fall aDC1 experieoce dle ... fate aa 

the -·--•j who becmn of tbeu dlaavtlll• lz"CJUgbt. 

4bo1& sepuetton between the vat_ltlf ad the Hllls (Meobataya# 

IUZO&"•l• 
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The aD actment of Meitelton as the at:ate language 

and the 4emacd. for the !DclusiOD .of tbe language 1ft the 

B1aht SC'he6a1e have c-.secl uudl uproar and miamtler

stancS!.ng 1D the state. !'be Hlll peopla were ait a fix 

.eDcl therefore t:o COllllter t:b• d-..mcl tbeY ~ tor a 

sepal'ate bill atate. !!te· imposition of Me!tetton wauUt 

Pit tb• 111 a big d:Uac1vantage- they will be force~! to 
41 . 

team,· (a) ReJ.tellon as t:be eate oftlcial tang\tage, 

(b) Hindi as tbe Datloaal laDgUage1 (c) BngUsb as the 

Jatenaational language aDd c~laory .ta higher eitueatt.ODJ 

(d) Motlw« tongue u basic to l)l"oper etJuc~SoD. Thia 

issue seated a cutala 81110Uat of \'IDCertelr.tty aDC! hostility 

betweea:a the bill -people at! 'the Valley people. ~·matter 

vas fuftbeJ.' ~avatect with t:be tJemaDd for e •Mantpur: 

VDlverstty • by the Valley people. In atl the movements, 

tbere was never unautm1ty tD 1:be dec1stoa, tbe!J:' interests 

were so eoD~UetJ.ftg that . DO decis!OD cr ~ etm be 

uncJcte1ceD euppor:ta! by both groupe. Par pre~ tcao the 

Heltd8 hacJ been c!emalldiag for a •um.Vftlltt:y • of thetc 

owa. ·ftle desire was pan tally fulfilled 1ft 19'72, when 

41. A I'DIISIOI'tl11dum 8\'.lbmitted to Smt. Xndlra Oanabt. Pr• Mtn.tster of India by tbe All 'tribal Students 
Ubion, Maniplr, p • .a. 



a Post Or.aa.t:• c:ent:zr• UJIC1ft JSlltarlal Babm vntverslty 

was IIStablJ.Idled at Cedeblpul'. Ana after e.lgttt long 
42 ' reaz$t on lat April, 1t81 Haftlp.1:&- untversity vas establi-

sbed at Cattcbf.lNI'~ ~el. '!be plea for the eatabttsbmeDt 

of a Ubivereky ha• been. tbat the poar and Mlldy e~ 

e.ff«d ~o go . ~~~~~· tbe IJtet• for higbt .. etudte8•' tbenfore 

thb tm1vers1ty bopea to eateso J.t. 

,_ &agq .8ft5 JCulcU have -played a ~atf.ve role tn 

tbe Mtabllf!llaaftt of llazdpu .. UD!vere1t7. 'l'bey showed 

little tat*Wen to 1» PGft. o1 Raldp.u:'~ inateact ·ttwy waDt 

t:o be aff.t.lhted U~ Sozt:b ·. Butera Rill urt1Vlti'Blt7 oe c1emaDc1 

fO# a ~-=• Ubivenltf• lt: is ~k CGDtatioD tbat .U 

~bey ~:.-aiD par:t of MaDJpU 11aiveratty# tt~ey w111 be the 

tal"get ~ eat.cats.onal and iD1:ellactuat eJCplottaticm. ftle 

~ genftat~, Who an more lllla're of tbe !d.blatioft 

an de~Mftt.U.ftg. fOJ: etDe ·lclad of aa£~ of the.U r.lGbt•· 

As it: ia tMr uncs.staat tbR they bcwe YH7 Utt 1e c:haftce 

·eo~ ·the Mei~d COIDID1ty·hecao• in all upecte tb-,. 

•• · mace· ad11arraed aDd developed. 

eotbe 111portaa aspect ot i:be SbtJy .t• t:htd.r 

n~ OD aoclal ctumge. ftat t• heal· -. t:MM etlmic 
> • > 



~ '~ 
9i'CUP• t-zoe!lpOJlded &lid adepted ~elves ~o Clumg~l.'f world. 

POZ' thie e;ata variou facto•• IIUOh aa «Jllca1:lon•1 nliglcm 
-

aDd ecol'JCmf n.tst btl takell iD.tc:J ~. B&seattcm f« 

iustance belp i:be aoctal~toft of a ~.tJA ocJ· &welcpiH!Dt 

of luND personality, sootat mobttay. oeeupatienal change 

8Qd tbe rtae of professioD. Rell.gloft agaill .t.a aliOtber • 

iapor:tant. fche of social dlat1g8. ChrlStianlty f:o the " 

Ragas and ICblcb bave 'beaD ·• aotece .of social cbalage~ •tte ' 

H1Da~t• baa bpt .. (HlJidb) Hdtei• eoeietJ m. atatu• quo,. 

iD tbek socJ.al SUltc:t=•· 

Allalyste of the socto-aalt.ural life of tbe Raigu 

ad lb'JWI,. tbU.e 1s a positive correlat10D batvae:n coaverslon 

t:o Cbi'Utlanlt:r', bigh J)~ of lit~ady ana social 

cbenge and· mod~l~ioft. lll the hUtJ, prior to tbe c::omtrJg 

of Qlriattatd.ty. the Sag'u eD6 JUld.• bad r•a!Ded ~ 

tlil 1gDct:ani9·~ But -d.th ~ eoldarl of Cbriatianity there hae 

beeD a gratllutl iftcl~OV8IItllmt and all ~ clevet~ of 

the lUll veaa. Thus ;this baa beC~ eccrelat 10D of 1:btt -past 

and pt:esent r (a) Chrlaticmit7 aDd b1gh 1Jercartaoe •• 

ltteracy, (b) and I.J.t:caey aac! acetal dtaage. '.l'b• Chl:'.istlaa 

mtss1onaJ:J.e• opeMd ttcboolll iD all thea .US!Oil centre• aDd 

eddcatee1 tbe people. U'lu:• witbiD a sbG&t llpeD the llagu 
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8Dd l¢tllds h&\fe been able to a6apt tbemeelwa ~o tbe 

c'btmg!Dg sit:uation. \Just, to ctt• an aa~~Pl• Bast D~rlct 

accordJ:ng to 19&1 CeD•• tbe ~age of Uteraturn 

wu 32.39· ~r eeDt ad 1D 1971 tt red• ~o 36 par eer& (the 

catto 'beelD - male #I pe ceut1 t.al.e 25 .,c cent. 1971}. 

%ra tbe Rill ceas, tb• cera.-e of ct.ivity of tbe Village 

ia ·Qatrclt;' .-! th~gh t'- Qm:ch tdacattOD aDd 11001a1 

chaag• ttaa ~ ~Jlece. Aga!D acattoft bu cau_, a 

gr~at break ·- the -past ued.t'tl.f'lDa aM eustca ana f~ally 
leadiag to change 111 ·~ patt:•m o~ ~.ttr and •rrtage~· 

eco:ncay aDS ccc:ttpaticmal 8tzucture llDlt greatc p&lleie.al 

part 1e11;sa.Uon tmd aw~•s• 

tto6ar• Parents howevc illitcat•,ttwy ••/'J.nteesta1 

tbat tbeil' ebildrea altould be •att to IIC!!hool• ablt he 

etucat.fei~l. Despite tile~.&- .:Oft<Jalc. b~u ttarerat:• 

willingly undelgo tbe baJ:d~Jpa fee t:he _.... of their 

cbildl'en, so that ODe dl!lf they can nap th• f!ll'uit: of 

tbek labour. 111 fact~ tld.• 'hu led q tiNt decreaM SD 

tba hJ!IIbft" of pti:'SODS ..-ldag C8 tM leatJ. AD(f SO t-



hu alreadf started appearmg em the seeM. becatA 

atu~tally tbl!l"e are '~Dally -adua:tes and poat-oraduate 

stmte~&s !D .earcb of tlllployment.. Unleas thS.. .,roble 

la tacklet at the initial stag~· it vtll led to maay 

QllWaJited aoctal. dtaol'der end 'QP'b..,ala. Aa it ia ,a1Z'eady 

i:be Vallef people are badl7 ef&rcltecJ by tbe prd>l• of 

W1881ploymcAt. 

lfdUc•ion eact ~ pceatage of Utenc7 has 

1Dfl.ueJJce6 t.M· po1£Uca1 paztto1pat10D ea awareae ... 
'!be· et:brdc graup_, 1D fact bealy emt:e~ foe tbe leader

abJp 1ft tiMt atate. The lllgaa ..s· lllzoa eJpeClallJ f« 

the aut tbifty ,.ear• have b!ea f~ibg' .~ a soveretgn 

state llt\6 the struggle is atlll be.i.Dg kept up by ~W. 

~QUad leaden. White thoae .tto bt~M .aeeept«l 

ac:..tnally the l'Dtiaa constitution~ are_-playi:Dg active rote 

1ft tb (:truU.a politiCII) state: and natioaaltottt~•· . 
So CODSf.deiDg the year• ~ ieolaUOD, t'be dusnge 

--a tbe Bagu and JCUtl• bave beeD fast aDlJ tn:l&!&::t. 

'lbel.r a&!Pitl111t:y to tbe obaJlolag __.ld bu baeD &'.utable. 

Jf.ltbia tbeae Sbotrt apall~ ~eir eocf.o-«:onc.Jc COIW!ltloD 
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ban £~proved tor t:be~:Httt•~ Weft tbcagh still lots 

..re cart be tlol». ~- thek welfal'e. 

In the Yatley~ the c'l'ldge baa been gracbal~ tmtn.. 

Chl"1stiaftity~· fltnatiM bu follcwet! a statue q\10 poltey' • 

..e. becaQse of i!beil" soe!al eat, up .a atzoueture (Hiftdtt) 

tbe "Pecs>le bave baen slow· m ada!IJ*Jag to tbe cbaages of 

llf•• B1DtlgS. baa ~t..a Jii1c do1m to tbeil:' Hiadu ¥87 of 

life aad tmtthUV Western _. co•S&tne •• CbriftleD'• 

thuefore 11d.tially Westca etlllcatioft was conaideter! u 

a prcpaganda to OlrletiaD fa1t1t. !bose wbo wee etJacoted 

oatsida the etate tl:.lec1 to br:ing ~ ehanpa 1ft their 

society. bit en· account of tbe tzoa4ltlonal (conscvatlve 

miDct·) ed adheenoe to the HlDdu syst• dlangu have DOt 

been· u faai: aDd, SQd&m aa tM Raga• and KUkte. At ~· 

samM:S. eae camat ae.y tbat t:bere· baa beeft 110 cba'D!;J8.~ 

•DPecteUy amang t:be. ycun;• geDCftim~ tbe tftlpact of 

ec!hcet:1od.; aporadiC c'bange he• taken place.. I'« matanee 

i:be. COncet* Of 'polluticm •. 'UDtQ1dhabtt1~ •. ~ biggest 

cbstacle to ~.t•nalr retaton v1tb the ld.ll P4JOP1e bwe 

decreased to a great extent. !'be ord1na17 Ht.n&t Helteia 
-

&"eely llllltlcQIWI and 1tve DOW witb tbe 11111 pecple. ArJotbc 

ilpoz"tant Cha.Dgel\u been that tbo JU.ll people fl'eety 
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XMAII &4 ·die Ma!teis t:oo t:alte place in tbe social 

feal.ele of IUlt .l)eop'le (Chl"Utataa. ·ete.). 

Ja tbs.s h.P-* tt ftiUI!t. be aa1d Cbat U.e Rill peopbt 

bave beaD. JftQI:'e aCJap...Ule allfl aoC~lw than the MeftltS.. 

Thl• may be because fJf ~be soc tal stzucture that tile 
~· . . . 

JU.lt people have. 11hicb 1a fiC?t'e open aDC1 ~1- to tbe 

ohaagiag WOJ:14. The lllitelfQ' GD •coat of tb•U re11gioa• 

t.Uef aaa Social ~·~ cannot eat ~ntly 111ce 

the Mag• 8'ft6 B'lllda. A etu47 of~ soetel ._. eaula 

~·. ~ .,oi.Dt~·- · "-ltcb arst be 1tept s.s tdlld 

ls tbe .,..,._~ tbe f#8IIIIWOZ'Jc. of aatlODat polf.c!' towards 

-. peeph of ...._ •t~~•dally the .ttaou eat lbld.e. 

Ana to ... at ... t)le J)ftaeDt poltcy~ .f;t .... ~~ ~0 

--to tba pest .bee .... a. way tt ···~!Ml eontl.lllatt.oD 

ol tbe past pelJ.ey. DndD;J tbe Bl"ttie regS.~ .the Hill 

a¥'ed baS. beeD .,, ..... iato no groupa • e:arolu&M1 .., 

patt.lalty aclua.t anaa.43 '!be ..,bided areu were the 



uacte lllere q at!vanced ton! of Qdt'ermtOnt wu not e 

possibility becau• of the backwardness of t'- area. 

These areu wem attainistU'et.t by tbe Ooveraa: b!aaelf. 

The td.ra~ere bad no constitutiot~al rtgbt: to adv'Sse 

Q.werl'lee m connection v1tb tbe1t:' aaa!DUU'ation. Wblle 

in the part.lall'f actuctea areas tho PJ:ovtnctal leglslaun 

c:culd .irlfluence the Go9ol:ftcf: ar:d thtl$a '!areu bat! represcm

t•tves J.D tbe .tegui&ttw AS1181lbly. a OZ'der to 

aaf.cd tiMt Hill ahu tbe ·JDD• Line RegulatioD Act 

(1813) vas· iq>os.ct~ by 'dlicll t:be plain people wre preveDted 

~ enteriftg tbe Hill ..... 1'hia policy Of tbe Brit!• 

vu furtb• pur.ued bf the Otwal:llrleM of todia attc t
~· of the Brttlab. .,.,_ Rill areu of Rapland 

aJJd M.t.coraaa r.at.M4 eat off by tbe illposltiOil of •~~mer 
' i10f'l 

Uaw pe.t:'lld.'t '; tib1Ch f!N8rf DOJl ·Raga or~lUr.o had to get 

Ja«eter to vJ;slt or fM!1'l pus through tbe. area. 

·ftle Govammeat of tndi• b fu!ly ~· of .'the· strategic 

•artaDCtt of tb1s area an4 all possible ll8alnlr• b•e beea 

undc'ta'kltrJ to safegusrd aDd protect tbe region. 'l'tleh are 

specific pr·ov.t.a10lltl a~· Constitution tl'y1Dg to safeguard 

tbe inter~ of the Hill people, for J.nst•ce the 'f1ftb ancl 
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J)J'od.aic:m• a to tbe adld.ld.ftrattcn 8lliJ eontJ:Ol of , 

oetlld.e areaa ua. acbadul• uibea. anct m the st.xth \ 
\ 

aolltdlle spectfJcalty w.ntioaq about Aasaa; Megba.\aya\ 

aad unt<m terd.tOJry of JU.IIC)!'•· BBUea thtl• wo~ 

tbere •• a'boQt 2f cticlu found m tbe lmld..-:atal 

Rigbts end Ptnctive Pd.Ddp tea euur .fllq &• r:1ghta 

u d:tiaa of IDdJ.a. Thee iii a epec1flc .rttcla 311C. 

wblch gi'flfa specU.lc IJOAU to 'the President of XDdle to 

. 'have ClJ.rect actninidt:tatJw eontrol of the aha threngb 

the Govexaor • 

•. •.• The Govemor Sball antalally or ~ 
., requil'et! by ~h'S Presttent·. D1ce a report 
to tbl ftesidoat rao••lllg the aaatD1at:rat1o!l 
of the Hill areas !D tbe •tat• of Haftipwt ard 
tM ~.iva powQ" of tbe Vn:l.on aba11. atact 
to t£he givbg of c!U"ed:1one ~o 1:hft Rat.1! as 
w ca. edrainJAU.at:Um o! tb• Bl4 .-••• 44 

tbua....,. Mtmtpqr ~ttair:MH! atat\lbotJd st~ll .-m1arattv• 

aepantlorl vu CO!It.t~. l'ft ~e Hilla. ~e AuttmCIIIQl• 

(lUlls) D.tatrict coundls ·'WH'a mtroeuceet wb1l-. 1ft the 
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ftla aovenwere Of X.die hu flboWD 1uleft .tnt•nst in 

$Wet~ of tbe Rill uea•. ._ tbie ·P8P0f1• • fta-at 
Welf•e Depu:trneat had beea ut•listwcJ to ·cate <to the 

Z'fMiti;Utte oft. be IQ.ll J*'Pl•• 'ltte r.ot.elatlw Maebtr 

ants •• HSIII'o•d £0'6 tu hill ••• aeeor4lftg to oePUla

tloD• bcWb • the ttate 8llt na~l,OBat l.wt. 'fhua the~• 

al'e aappoae to be lli.Det:eea MtAa enc1 one MP In tbe State of 

JfeDlpU t.ca ~he bill areas. Alt a.wed sn the conatltutton 

(Art.335) ebot2t JJ.,.. cent o! t~ pcate arJ4 eento•• ere 

resuved fs the ~edaled trib• and .sohtlttlled castes Jn 

t'h• atet •• 

.,_ th1ftgs haw featc-' 1D tu Rational poS.lcy 

tovacc!e tbl tl'ibal people ua ti"Sbel .... , RJl&ec;s;ton alk'! 

Al!lkRnal· SD tWcJu to pi'Ot.et alld •ateou~ 1:he Utueat 

ot tbe Hill peopJAt, apteial J.eot•latioDI vue.,.. • ., agattstlt 

eacnc:as.c ep\oite.tlOil. 'ftla ttpeeiell«ogr_..• fa. .a.teatkm 

a\ aatt aoa~ &MtlopMeat Wh ~akers. .Aa'J 

ainae the fket fl,. yeu pla effort• .,.... _.,. to as•tft 

thtl WJbal peaple. HU'e te tbe ebfecti,.. of tM •txth 
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1. ttae ••fn vtbal poputetlod1w•lttt.- livJ.ag 
lD the aceas o! tl"ibal croao4111tfttioD or _.....,_ 
will be covw.S br ad.table dtWeloPMnb 
~agcaaae• duJtlDG tlle s~ Plea petod. 

a. ,.,. ualf bftwa1l tM t.v.l o1 dewt.apmaat in 
.. U'ibal ... _, •• a1ft'O\Ult1iacr ... Will 
be a-•r:e.1ly •"-' by the _, of the Siact'h 
Pleft ••• AD tbe aue Of .-. baaltwua -.U>al 
a0a1, AD t.be coar•• of enother ttw ,. •• , 
a..e. bf tlw •as o1 e._ ,._.b Plaa. 

s. ·'ftle Wibal c_..ltt•• MaYes the· trlba1 
.... will be Jaelped to ataSD tba o•eral 
.1-.1 of 4wel~ot iD tbe ••• bJ the ad 
of th• SIXth Phil, • lat• bf tb• _, of 
tbe h9ent.b »laD u tM ou• of MDr4t '-'* · 
=-mitt. •• 

I'I'CII all "*'• •r ... 1 '' ia qatt• Uft!•atandeble 

tM'ttbe fOVel'meat t.a ._ ea "Sdg_, ·ttla VIIIP 'bltW81l 

t!w Uibal• enc! th• JlOJI-tdbab'l ta thtag• 'hav~e ftOt 

90M u tb• gc»\'U~mttlll: b¥1 pleDDecJ. Aft officSel doat11811t 
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t.GS\~Gd by tbe MiaJ.atzy of Home Affairs atdtM1t46 

. •~u tbe n-. ~ tl'lbal .,..,..lopaDt we ba.e 
apent a lot of. lllOftW AWlrv tbtt laet anera\ 
plau ~ whtm *'C?GB'lno wa _.,. at tbe 

a of ~b• lest. peJrioCI of 'he •ofeau•"-
of tb Wlbal il'l ~- Ccmstitut:ioD, It wu 
· fcund ~et ectual .,_flta tdeld.iftrl · 6ovft 
to tbft. vSbal• han nett beeD oout.lt-* 
wttb the P••.t•• .,. baw made. lxpaat
_.. baa rDit •aalted &D t1ltt helleflte thn 

tbouW b.,. *"'"*' -o thu populattoa. 
~~•lr fd't• t!ewlapnmtal ~,.... 
far tt:lbal areas au not yl•ld tbe 4ntl'f!ld 

·l"eeult••• (p.tBl. 

Vnfalturlate1J tbcae atmlted wltb tbe tqk of devetcptag 

~-- billa or 'W.t.bal _. .. b_. o«* been bc>Mn aD'J •inOC• 
AD tbek ~ thta ..,_ eJt• a elapse ol 10 yeal'a 

• t= .. Jbal areu haw 1!' .. ....., ®dll'ctevel01*4!• d.-plM 

'bft ~-will of the JnC1h11 ~at. 
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ft~ the wry outHt a cled dema&'Catlon •• _. ' 

1ft •be adldnlftl'atlOD ot 1the Hil\8 am1 platA • 'lhe ' 

•itiab A41lhi._.._. too'k cttuv- of tlle Hill .a.lfti ... · 

t•nloll, on t'hll p1•• tllat -rtt• bill atb• .. aot. \ 

~ am! have ent&nly cUf!ereat cuetc-.• flftl!l lattO&sat•• • 

'1M Raja in "*•• will 1\0t bave a bodfau•" of about 

100 l'ifl•• and thcefcme will.,_ UMble to ef010• his 

«dets outt.ti.U tM Vall.,, wbdeu tbe political ecrtmt 
td.11 baw a lftil1tar, ~W>\icW ~elton -o auppon "he 

. .. l 
llltbortty oft tbe -vtce-Pr .. ldel)t•. ap.aldn; ~ the 

Jfaga.Kulclretet.ton. aceordlag ~o a. Sbalcaspftl"e, ourta.t• 

.-ob .,.. pl'.t0. to the me.bl~ of tbe Bl"lttlih. 

Ma~la bad utJ.lf,aed 1N JOdc& ~~ ea l., to 

aoaratu the ttaou. thu policy wu forth• cJMp•«J 

by tbe ki•LI'h" 8IXI C'~_, a'baot Jea'Jc.IN VI!'Ot•• *Qtr 

bcpae of no1UII1Dg chis ~ eppeal'a to net Oil the .. 

~··· !bey aft alnadJ' tNff&oi-*lY ......-s to .,_hy 

the Bagae Sf they ~ be tteil'-' far tM pu:pose ~ 

..,..._ •• a •• au 1'.-c»D,.. tbeti e.• lklkl• vue 110re 



llB 

- Ol'laDit=e4 eao lt wu .... to ~ol tb• tbl'ougb 

tbek chief CautOCI'aUc) unlllt• tb• Mao• CcJ•r»er:atic). 

'tbe.reton fGir tba execution Of .. .,Olley' the kltlth 

OOWil'.._ count«J ,_., *'d'l on the coopeJratlon of thtt 

lblcU eoaiDsts .,. .. •• , 110 l!lleb - tbat til• lt&lld.• can . ' 

be CODal.deMIJ u t:be GOiftU etotM of tb• Bl"itUh •k• 

ill •• ..,_. 'l'be htdtlb laJ ecole!, tbel'dOI'• _,,., .. 

tnUP CRCu) egelfttlt the otbw CK*&.) ttMI'ewer it wu. 

foWid ... .., to do •• 

The oat•.u oJ Wl'ld .. J COIIptllled .., Rl11 

people -o ~·• tabcmc• .., pozt•• fott the ellS.. 

MaDr ,.. ,a-aahited eftd ~.., to ll'eftCe~: the Ra1d.1 

wre iaclud41d ebd f«ce6 Jota tb• ~ COIP•• t'hu 

taft •tt• ~ tbe IIAlaiate catbr-" of t:be !.au• •Jt&ki 

lttbelltoD•- ObhftZ' .,__ el"e ~ f• to -lt. 1M Jru1ci8, 

wo .-....... t>Olit,eal att.t.e• ot tbt •t•.S. Klftg• 
·' 

wee Mv~·rea·aa.,. ~ wu ~lft•IY -•~o by Bl'itieb 

!D 18t1.1 
AlaJQ t$M Rll'l peopl•j .,._ lldct.a war• the 
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fil'et~~ auna1 but _... lrltilb took a9or~ ~ 
----· ~~ oMan IOiblMlrlg tbe fi0'8USl<m of 

gaaa vlthoQt licaM ad bOWillf of .Set. UDl..._, Gall 

Wllld lead to COI'lfJ.eoattora: ·aDS ...,. •• pmla!an. Mally 

m$ia _,_,,, defW 011 ,.._ . .a· ttl• year• blttvee 

190'7 to J.tl?, ebattt 1',191 _.. ..-... ,_, •• the JCu1da.5 

So -a61ally t:eat.oD ., .. ~ blit- up aDd ,,._ final 

..,lo.lorl .,._. tileD 8:tkUb Uiec1 to l'alM Ltlboul' CCapa 

101 ft...:e. Beoc:IIIC!ly it aff«tt4d tbe ec:roft)llf of Ule 

Rill people'i •caecullJ t'he ~~ ._ .- ~layed a 

vi\al Rle in tbe ecDDOIIfl ot the ,_llY firtcJ 80C....,. 
Repoc~ng ebout tbe IQ;I)d........,lll.oo Sbatcap.ue cote 

Sa tile Hiattolf of .- Aas~ tift••• " ...• the luvettt 

eaies of lllUtuy ~atiobe eO'Ddllct_. ID the side of 

tnlie et.nc• tbe old ....,.ealonacy &~r• of GeJJeral. Perm 

.,....,_ad Treoeu iD ~··lAta 4t1obtte•l .,_ b Mtl•/ 

AbboJ' lbcpedlUOD of 1t1S.li• eoltpaiftg ftom all· 1ft 

·., .... l&t&a• and •dtlou•••• of active .-.&ce.-' tbe 
, 11,e .ebelli~ . 

atbal'ltiee toolc ~· tbea • ,.. ~ CI'Uib,.. a hd 

•· Q.1u had. bed· asppu..t t.o t:M Jeukia by· t~ lleltd 
Mebuej~, tllos'~ to ~J.Gbt· agaJ.Da •• Rapa .. 

S. t'CIIIIo, ,., f"DalfWJ!II' CDelhil V1'V81c ~li.t'ling 
Hcu•• Ita • -, 1>•124. . . · __ 

• • Sb~ae, fii!&9!Y d th• AIPSM RU1e1, (toncJon, 
1029), p'.2JS. 
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a u~. &a~p• on tbe antte .,...&.u•••• the 

•e•Ja of ~- itlpUiali••· .ven tb<laP ,_., Ha~J:f 

call.e it a .. •,.te•tw pdld•sw upnU~JD•. the KU'Id-

l'tbelll.on of 1917·18 .... t~t• k!tt~ ••ll-' the 

.._...,., of conwol\Jag tM Rill w!ba ~· dfeott.vely, 

tMI'efoh ac!ltdntnntt• ••!oat• vor:e IDtl'o6lcMd ....... 

wu «Uv..d !leo fcas" sab-Mw!doil•~· ~el wa the 

headqleft~:·· o! 01» ~tvte!olt ad thl OUiel'• vel'e 

Chul'eelt~ (Sm.tl\.{1~) f~ Jru'lds, l'awqlo~~Gi (West) 

101' ICabuu • ., ~·. NacJu. Uk'hl'ul Cia~' a ~lb.tl 
ttagu.. l'bia adlalaiftntive ••~:>-wes ifttCDdbe., 

. . . 

81 lilt atd it .tt~imid 1ft far.,. .ell 1930,. s.tead 

by ltJS t.•. ,_, •~'---• _... ..,_ ,.,..._, ~b• Rilla . . . . ~ . 

Vllbftl~ .ad T-.ngleag . .a thh eoatilatet! tD ·~ Uflt:ll 

1H1.' 

t'be Mt a-.lltc:m oJ 1918 bad a fill' nach!Dg effect 

oo tbe lif• of tb• othU GI'OUP•• 'lh_.. ei"OR a greatw 

._DCf e. unitr·. wltbia tbe tdbe _, atnaot'hlt1dftrl of 
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tM etbDio OCOUP• soon after, the tt~l• f~lf 

atabliabed tMU Ms-ly laloWD aa 'lenqldlul t.ofta 

(Tatagldltl MsamblyJ at Vldmll (1919). fte ..,oclatlOft 

wu eala~Vect ill ~ip t.D Bl5 ad tn IMI lt 

obangec! tbe ~ ~ 'fq1Cb\11 !lap t..tmg. A bon of other ·· 

aasoc:l.atione baee4 em et~mic 1a• .-. ~~ 11u 

the Xabu1 Semltl of RtlOftQIIMI! (ltU) le.ttW oa Kabul Haga 

AaooletiOft aad vblah qpeft4e4 tM t:altar.:~mno &aoa Ullton,. 

tM ~ tfational caroautatloD C1944 ,. the "Riaal" - . . 

ueoe1at1on ·and the Dlci .-tonal AJ...,ly.8 
------~-

Oact.ng the IUk1 aeetllon~ tb.t Kabuta em1 Keetaa 

ttagu bad 8'Difere4 .,.. M ~ band• of the ~· 

l'he Bagq ba6 I'~ iOJ~l to tbe OovemMit!ll but 

ataeiag tM fnatleqllate paaotectlcb ol'*l to them, e new 

aw;·•ntli .,..melldea by Jelt:itJtJ~JtJ'ft.n 1920'•) •• 

1a1nebed in * tlat ftatrlct (MenSpt.U:), · the MV.-nt . 
' 

•a• politJ.ealf, social atad l'eli91ou. JtoUtteally~ be 

-llrwat~t«J to eateblta • 'JJap RaJ 'by •i~\flllg awtll' the 

for•~•· While tbt aocf.al pqr- was th• iftt4tQI'atlm 

~ ••. Cbaubt, ··•till~·~ .... (ll:mdoDI Qr: IL~ -1 , I>• · • 

•· sc.but, o~. ttsoow Ratoru abd aat.t.glaa• Mc:rverntmt• 
AD Man&pu tunet..m:'h a11d Twtmteeb Cet~t:ary•., 
§pect;gu., vo1.1. ft0.1. Janaer.y 19.,7* p.J2. 
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of tb• tMee t•!bea• -••• LieDgMU enl ~1• 

es Zttl""'-ODG• teftly nltotoua l'etoiW.tioriJ' that 

of aboi.Ubt.no tile may • ...., •• ..., -teooa of blftb 

..a death ....... .._ or eillplity ~·• 1at ufolttuftately 

be wu m~a..-.. .-ia _,.the~ aw tn blm a 

d~• penon·, th.....,n be ... Ul'tltlttld eat _..._. 

fcc bt•, .,..,.lled ••••• JD ltJl. · ., th• vu the 

!Miglllt&ag', btoauH bU. follow•• ·G41dirditt ,..,_, tbe · 

.,.... dtc Ma 4ldb ea4 'ICipt it allw. Spea1dfto· 

ebcalt Ga&dinliu, Rebi'Qll\m.te ·ill 1137, ftv• yean .a• 
b• 08Pt•• br tbe bttiaht 

• •••·•• clay will co. wbe'D ·~Data el• wll t 
~U:d)C be~ all! ...... Ml'*~ 

.,._ JDdia fiChH\fed !Mt&" l.ft~·, ..... 8ft 11M 

vt.th ~be otbtc political PI'UoftUa. '!be t•daht of 

tfa~ had ..,._ tbe aaa• of Wlit}t tmtJ intifJraeloD of 
.. 

tbe three Wible( eDd t:oaay tbty ..,.., tm&tlr a ., ..... 
. . . 

~ .. lllbJm:m¥1, 

Wt'h tbl cJawn of JDdJ.a'e lndepedtnce. Manlpa 

be_. a ia$1p~ pJ:irJcttly _.._... ~· MebuaJa 

nt~r;tondlet to the d'.....ul of tb• people for a rte8pOD.-tbl• 
.. 
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go~, ud so • coMtltutl~a\ IIIOD&ftiby wu SfttroCJuced •
11 

• 
.,._ VaU., 11ecp1e vw• &aep•y ~~~- about tbe ••''' 

. Sensed ~. 

ol HaQ.lpur d: alao'tb• travitf of tbe e1tuatioJh JU.j• 

Jlal:lot S!ftott, PJ:es~ of Mao !paw terUatc Sabba:, dlatue4.a 

the IUJ.l. teaaee •• teldftv 'blntCJgJ:atad stand. .,._ 

oti~ to th. e1ap .. of •itieb P•~cr. "~· Daibota 
• • ' t 

of Mao !led ,eut«J -.u e;ltaUOD for .._.ston of 
. . 

~ Hill al'ees to Wage ttltte. '1'htt Nage ~ !« 

a·~ •.-•bed otptltled tM JaeGtaaUoa of eve~y 

H'G& Uvlng £D Jlaga Htlla, Ma&pu~ IIB'M· nd ~. the . . 

Regu • .._.., tlMtll' ~ Oft lll~ •tpat lt4,1J_, 

••z. Jib,_ beeaaetheil' t.Uldl~ebl• teedu. 1'btt 8110
14 

deaDdiCI tbe Mahu•.t• to haa1 ovw _. Mi~!Ja _. ... to Raga 
Hill.•~ ao tbat then coulf Gift~ • OOI'dial ntatlcalbf.o 

.,_ween tile -.o coafttl'i••· 
.,.. ICbld.s Oft •• ctb• baDe!; fiouDS th_ .. ,... 1ft • 

-~~ '-iDJ leJt.• PIOPle*j tb., eeut.d bli eaat\7 

e1Unatea l'.r .- llagu aDC1 *lt.U. fh••=• _, . 
.,...,., fx'oat tbtt CGiltl'•l Ccwesaunt of --. • ..._., stat•• 

~ 

11. lloy:; J:;; !!!f1wa ,OJ Jlaplpg. P•l41. 

12. ,., ... , AuCJtJat 23, '''J• 'P-6• 
U~ YOQJO, ~.~, !bl. RH.&all IsM' p.178. 
14• SC ._. Nega tfat:ional eotnc11. 
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ft4t ettltude oltt. Hlll .,.ople enda;el'efthe 

..._. o! Huf,JUI'~ .. .., 1t11en tM til'• •leetlon • 

Naoipu# ••bly toolt plea• m 1948 fuftdel eoutltutlcaal 

~J •• Hllt people boyaott.S it: Ul •~ 

J.Mltt•a co '' •
15 

DUing tb• II'St111l ngs.t a po1ltloal II(Jcmt 'bad 

bMft ~-' to !tlltM• pd l'elatioo .,__. *• 
~ral Gov•maeat d Covatlll*'Jt; of ~. .,_, tb'-. 
bed· cc•-' a powet\al 1110b1May fol'· the cto~~:•ol of tM 

aut•. !he ... .a~:atacw vu edopt.S bf .,. oove._. 

of Jadlal by lfpo"*f.no a ..._ .• Sft pl.o• of • f>Olltical 

agat. fttlt MaD.foud• eoftd ...... tht.• .. pletiftg d • 

.,.oJ.a Hone•~ MaJ• ee .. at. lava\ -. siftgtl vu 

appoillt.S aa ~be DwiD Ut! all ~r• .-. GO!lCJelltl.'atet! 

Alt bia haftc!_. SD tbe O:mtltitutJ.OD of ~· ••• Wa.t 
ao ....-h -~•lou u tbe office of Dewall. .,._,...,_. it 

wu u..,..._._iODa11
; !:Jut JiCI,Odf ••*' to ~ot•~t :rtW 

' 

botbfted to ..., the o:m.-:ituttoa • 

.. 
lS. Ch_,.; s., lf1ll ftlb1at ill !91lb•Ml JIJcly, 

p.l94. 
11. :lfdallSI· 11 ame, tt'7o, P.•3. 
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OX'et\Jelly tbe s1tuld:lOD vea gettiDO Gat of JumcJ, 

.,.. Cclnp"... l•aden GP4dllY "-•led iatt~Patioa of 

MeiiS)Ju Vitb SIICJS.th 1114le•a ~·-• bad bteD a 
tuntao 'Poitltt in ttte .biatoq of Mla. '-Y s-iDOalr 

atat• tfllft d'tl'.._, i:otbtt India of Galdtt ad llllbft 

ta. • J1at4t •crut. •• ccngre• letdll'e .., in tlMt 

...... •• old tedat. ttrata~,baak.wad •• tddl, 
• ' < ~ • i ' 

t1'1entoN _ _, _.., to .UV• AaolrdW .-to ~aiD ancJ -,rosper 

llke OJtbc. .t&t ••• "'., .......... m .,....,. 
puttc:ipattou .a e J:~ldble .,OWI'Illlllftt: ~ 17 t'huefore, 

In collabol'uioa \4th •• ,..,... tbt cmg.,.... at to 

. ..-Jc for "*•atl.oD wt.tb .Zndtt\. eeu ~agars6es we• 
' ,.., ~t~ceustul aa effedw ad at a cetasn nav• ~.: 

a.,.,.., u thOQObtblt whole population vas cellyl.ag 

bebiD4· -heir NDftel' •. 

tftle the ••etidl of iJlt~ntioD v* It XDSia vu 
#ete~·~ the Hill p~aplg ftatly objeeted eJ'Id • .-t.iftg 

VM ._lc1 uader • l_,_'hip • oheU.~~ru•htl) of 

*• s. ~ uaat.uety ~ tM UR of ant._a

~ioa wlt'h Jadia eDt ~ fOtt npehtioDt 

• 

•a u m• J:"epetlble that "'- WO'fldDg 

~-- of IIUipul' State ~e••• •o 

17' a.tateQoe. AUguad 1, 1t7V, p.a. 
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olaim tb .. elv. to bl th• leaden of tbe 

tJtate, shoUld auc t.b•ll' absolute tonoraaee 

of tbe eu•~ of tt. Hill t*'Pl• ea ~"• 
.t~SnU.attoe of ta Hllle aDC1 rt* pl'eteru! 

to be th•ir eb~~~~plotl. Whlle tbe Hltl ·•eepte 

o! M~ bave ·abotm ttoleence end patleee 

Ut7 •nmat .ope .,_ foJr the bettca 1lllde

--ing of tbe IUI.l&MOPl• ed t'he vall41f ,.aple, 

thiJ Jlatdpu st•• CODvl'•• ban not only 

COJII)lcrtely iQDOI'84 tbe illpt#tumee of~~. Hill 

peapl• ta MaDtpur state bat b•• wlt~~Md the 

gulf of 111.-J.at~ ·eat suplcion by 

tbeU tn-.porutSbl• a.peechee urs p;ablleatiotl• 

vltbout atJf lot a of tfttl'l ill it.. !'he M.s ..c, 
bave evea l__.ed t.bl npltation o! tbe 

Conol'•• u • wbole bt foe• the .,.. of tbe 

Hlll people tllo .n. ura6,1'tt.mat•1r ...,_ kow• 
little and und•atandll tbe pd.nctple of 1tbe 

CoDoN•· a ... 'thuefon \1Jletplvoaal1y 

declar«! tbat ~ Valley paopte of Maftf.st\W 

•oae •• Sa only ebca ?00 sqaare ldl• 

cab b•• no dot* at ell eo ..,..-,c fU the 
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Hill people of Maaipaa- state who occupy 

.re tban 7 ,ooo ~· til• on tbtt Issue 

of !ntegraUou « l1'181tl~~' or 8llf tette 

Vlidl affecta tb• prSaacy Utve.U of tha 

Sill peep lAt. •18 

~ OD h81.lowtno up Jlani:pul'. 'lhereta:• th., ·tuJ'Iled 

• deaf Ga.Ji to the vnte.ts aut! demtmstrai!1ona Of tbe ~epl•. 

tfbe B.ritl.llh illpe'.rlaliet!c ettttud• llad betD t,d)f.bed bf 
the, ttVfd! t.bouOb they had fought aga!Mt Sdob forces. 

ave~Mng was wtl •asurec! aDCJ cal01l~.ct, the 

Maharaja 4ft ble ability to tac'ICle the prdb1• ••9bt 
I 

cdage J.D the O!IIIIPMF of hi ftalcUa tbe Otw~ of 

._.ana :hia edviaa •· u.~e. llba-..Jt, at Shitlong.19 

a.tt utlfaft\tnatelr -hina• tul'Md out to be cplte 

differeut d un~cted, be~ae he fOuDd bfaMlf a 

eaptlft in hia tMl palece at Sbilleftlt a wu be&'e 

'tba the mctat e.-&c • .,.. 1ft the blstccy of Mftltm' 

18. Rill letA M_.J.Dp beld UddU tbe Chat.DaMbt.p · 
of *• s. l.uDDCb • 27.,.1949.' 
I!!A!lMSt· 28.8.1919" P··'. 

19. Jb1d., 2.10.1919. p.fi. 
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-- ·----
•iGft«t the~-- of •qw t:o tb• ~· UDtoa. Ptndiftg 

ao otbu altUDat.lve~ th• Ma'ha.nje ..tti'J a b!robn beel't 

•tgrled tbl mer:va to thtt Indian un1oa em sept...,.s- 21, 

1940. ftle off laial ~·r Calle CIUt a IDOI'It'h aftc oD 

CC.:obe¥ IS, 10,t.20 '1'lle Jtawa1 ~ SlftOb we• liPI'Olttt:«1 

• t:b• fir!st ChUf CCII:aiu!Oael' of Martlpul!. 

· . Ma.ni i>LI.r 
W1tb tbe eu'ge:&' With lnt!ian/'beQaD 8 MW .PMQ of 

hlatosy'; e stnggle ~ .tndlperltteaoe ud nattlhooa. ttae 

Hill pepl.e eapeciatly tbe ,.. •• joifttMJ haft! vltb the 

R110e IU.lls .m the atmoo:l•, ffl6 • SGV'ent.p atate. '1'he 

Mette! tea4eh dlo bet! eartf.a let ~ atntol• few 

mergel' artd • nspcma.lblo govet:rmt&s ,.. SGIM wbd 

dlaS.lluo101Wd• When ~ va.a oat~iaed as a 'PUt 

ftate to '- eemtnlstoretJ br tbe O'JQtJ:al OO.....,t 
---

tbi"OUgb • c:bl.af ec.udone&'. tn WS5 tiMm 4:1\e aw .. 
Rfletlenlsattonal. Cotmialon Ot"opose4 the ~- o! 

Marl~r with tho nelgbbou!.DQ ter:%1t«tea'1 ttwr• wen 

ats:oD; d:tjactt.ona em thtl 9~.; t,het Man~; bad 
. ' 

l'emd.net! always a oepuate entt~y,. Secondly f« ~le• 

ao. ay., e.lt.tt,,, ~>•'· 
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ec~ltcc.y. AD4 under t~Mt•• J')Z'OVblons, •art~ 

ClaCted the 1l•R11s01'Ul COUiletl• ACt of 19H whtcb 

gave a IQbatefttiat aeasun of local Rlf-e;rove111111nt to 
u Mentpu. ----JD 1'!7 (Octc~;C 12) a Raga c:omratlca _.held 

at U1c1Cul to "* tbe .,.._, foJt tbe ua.lfieat:ioll of all 

Regu aaa to fan the Marl .. Nao• Council. •anwhtle tbtt 

._ .. ad Jrulll• •eepcedrld to tbe eall of La\ Denga to fOIII 

• '•cwve&oa Ml.oe•'. 2.t 'l'hla ~ IIICMJ of the Hill 

paapl• b._. a b1o ....,. end thl'eat _tot M .,.,_, f« 

lltaebooct tJr U'le fil14' peeple. 

1ft 1180 the 16 Polat: AGJ:•nLODtt was . aJ.tned batWe 

tile ttaoas and tbe lOcJiaD oover._a·, ad Point U CJealt 

oa the ttanaolifatiQil of contlgumaa Raga ••,• tha'ef«e 

alt lfava. id\abltc.d·erea had t.b 1:Ml .f.llteonted. att wbell 

liege Hille vu 9ivea a.tatehoodl llaoa• liftllg iD Maftip\tlt, 

Kaah• and -'-'• ••• uolUd"ed~ thel'efOI'e twoubl• etuted 

e11 on• a;aill. !be V4118f s-cPlit CMtti••J.-) felt vecy rra2d1 ________ ____., 

D. Bbat:, s ... p ... e. 
zc. Xbid., p.e1. -

4 
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an Mal'oh '""* tn "'' lhm&pq ••eoocJ D~raaDt 
CODfccmM was held .a JiiPb•l• ftlttk ~ wu 

~atbd ~he~~ed by Jtaoa18Dd'• atatehocd. ,..... 

ecoacro.t.c l"..,_ces end pcpslat loll vee l•••• to t'hat 

of Ma!llpu. tlllfhe •~no atau lflta181'ld "• becan~ 
' . 

'tbe lltb full tledOid net• J.D. ~&a. Dl1t 'ift ccapa~riaon 
I • • 

of tb• two ••• au Mant.pw t. not;. irlfCt. ta 

ltagaleaxt Jn .., I'...... an tM etet~d of .... 

had bleD tep~t.v.t by ttw Oovclrtlllat of IO!Ia. •
25 

tlbe 

Sbl'i Y .. ~·· Chavan, tbe then UD1on Mo. Minlate end 

~b• eehtl'a1. .t.ninu• vtett.S M!m-utt a ~l'atJ.Oft 

va1 stavect by tM wrtcu• putt.eal! ~!Do fc e21.1 

fWo-1 •attlbood. 

CD 9tb May 1970, aD All Paxty Paz"lt.aMrltUJ' Delega

~iOJI riaf&d Manip\W to - 1~• feaaibtltty a ft.ll'bllitY 

of it. <.11 ttbu oocuiort • big ntly wu ~q•i• 1:Jf ttte 

All Paftiee statehood D8Jallc1. c.._dt.DatillcJ Boc!J. t'M ,..,. 

- , 
~-- , ltt7), P'•l'l• 

. 26 • ~ep, 1:be SSP 1 tM CPS, ~be· CPM~ ae MP 
peftioipated in tbe demand ·f~ atat.ttood. 
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to go unnDti£2d. . 
vu too --~~thel'efon to latisly tlw 'Pf'OPle tbe cantr:• 

~-'ed th• ~ o! tbe aa.lftiatratc fl"ca eh!d 

CO.t.atonew to Ll.alt:aartt~ eoverac:e, hcplDg tbat t'hu ....... ·--- . 

would pacify tba daftaftil. the awemeat f'Urthc 1at41fteifted 

aftc tbe anncuracemeat of at.atttbood fcc RIIMabal P.radetlb 

aD Slat ;~U ly, 1910. 'l'he&'efore u • fiDal atJ:ate(:Jr, the 

All .Patte• sta.tbood D~ Gootdillatq hfr boycotted 

t~at.t lftO 1ft6Jpeadenee a.,. and· c1,11 ~,_,.,..., • ..,., .... 

.... C:COfQ'J1•c1· 

•.tftelly the ft.tM Mtnlatttl" !Ddll'a GaDcJhl aoftc_,.. 

t.b8 4!-.d of,._ Mantpwr icc statehood. a wu eJlftCIW'lced 

iD tlut !ole Sa'bha ca _._, Strpt..,.. lt7o. lfh!le the 

M!Jlb\cc oe StaM ,_heM affau• JC&tUbaa Chandra Pant 

.__, tbe .tat.-d; 1D tM Rajya &abbe u follova•· 

"'h• CbleJ'nment u aware of the Sat.ecut: 
talatn by ~- of i:hla bonN Oft t M <J~estf.OD 

of t:be CODstituttODal· etatu• of Man-- ad· 
'fa-!pUI'a. we tip'PftQhte tbe qptraticm of 
tbe people of Marlipw;' anc1 •!pun to 'haft 
the nata ot tlwb: terlt•.t.• z:atsec! to 
ata.t:ebood alhJ folly reat!ee tbe et:r•notb .of 
.,_ling !Mtbl.oa tb ... •apl.ratlon•• 

The GfJVel'DDeat eleo take• note. of ~b• epeclat 
~tcace• of tb- tenttor.te• of Marlipal.' 
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end flcipua lD vbtc!b th• dellaDd to# •~ate

bcod have beEm rade. "• acet~pt tM .,.._,. 
4a pJI!aof.pt•• bn detalle have to be wodced 
011· lc.tMJp1ng itt. '~* tbe ~ance of co
OI'diDet«! appro.Qb tot he pl'cbl• of &w'elcp. -a.t and aewritv of •t. ~.aut.m nQioft, 
all! w bope to be able t;o. ~ eur ttecltllcm 

w.t.ti'Wi a al1o~ ped.oc! • 

fte Govemnet ...,.ely bop .. dl• 1ft tb• 

·~-~ftofptlaOtt·"~ 
will be eei.l'Jtalne4 by atl .erctiCDa o! the 
peopl• "'tbe two i:afttO!'ieth•27 . 

fte bill lor coil£•~ l.ng etatebooc! to l!lllnlpo~ .,. 

inti'Odbetld "" PaJ:li~ •. Dec .... 9th lt?l - Oft 

88Dldf Jist 19'12 tM Pc-eatant of trldu. a-• •• aesent 

an6 the .sma, wt.me JQ.n!lltu Zdil"a oaMhi lftalOantecJ 

tbe Stat• ~:- fh• attate.beod c!ay was cetebre.t*' w 1\b gnat ----poqa dlt! ;z:cawr, 'to -*11 tbe 1.oJJa yeE«e of suum~ 

f,_ a e.arpcns1bt• aoverrnant • 
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Man!pu~ Xt wu a At~> bf a-., evolution, alaut lib 

a etzuggle tor inttepcdece. '1'be Meltat.s taad auffued 

• biG 8ft );aok .tn theil' deman~ fCI' tltatebood, becau~• 

tbe Ragq eaO ~ulc&a (Mt.eo•J r:efua«J to oooperate In t:'
atcunte. Bt)~' now the e1Ndc polittc• bed cake .:oot and 

~was actively VOI'ldag lit the VU"iatta ttt;1mie QI\)UP8• 

--~·· &.11 fifti••·, tla JU.eo. 8ftCI Raga mov_.nta !« 
'•i<-

lndtpe.,_ had tell• tltarted 1ft Hill U"eas of Manlp\11:# 

tbdefcc• it was e Heroalee t:aalt !« tbe *i~eis alone 

to._., *- net4!bood. 

A1DI:mg tbe *ftet COfiMIIl'ftityij _ tben V.. 9f:CUP• Wo 

wue d11atldied wJ.tb tbJ eoclall' l'»>lidoal ad nltot.oua 
• 

aet up of itae aootetr• '1'hey wanted to l'efo• theil' 

aoc.r.ety thrCIUQtl l'e'VOJ.ution ana as sucta i:beU lc!'Ve M 

revJ.valta. brouvtat eout· t~~>llt in tbeu eoclcy. a 

was tbetl' -.l)lt10JJ to •stabll.ah ac.1•1 aupJ:fiD&ay not 

only An~ bat alM in tbe -'Jcat area of Bul'lb'e. 

Xrl the v.U of thi• eoftiiOJ.ouc•••• ....., OC'q8ftteeUou 

-.- a- mto oxisteno•l, to ace~• tb• cb8Df"-

. 'li~uatioJt. 'lb• ~olotd Mo..,_.ze28 str:eaed that 

-
2s. !I.JP• of aslilb ftb tbvembe.r, ''". 
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the Meit.U •• MonOolold• like the ttaou ed Kuld•• 

So tbey clllltOUed for cb•v• In the eoot.el, oulttwal,. 

laDgUage an! SCJt1pt, caueSilg tiiOt;&oftal IDd o:iltUhl 

blatua betweea the etlee ad the youno-r teftQatloa .. 

'lh• !'«*II openly atttaolatd the •cuttuJ:al ...,_lelie of 

XDcJJ.a • ad •poli'tical aub jqgatl.OD ,. • 'l'tl-.y con•"•% 
~ ae a oll*iw ..._ to. ID!!a•e GP'icUlt!Ual aDd 

~alp.,.<*•• 

e. ate....._ o! ata-.cod ill lt72 c!td ~ solw 

tt. tJrd}lem, m••ad tbe altuatloa vu WOI'•n by the mte

mata~ftt of the .aatni.Uetoh - flr~'lll••• of tl'Mt 

polltlci.Ma. lbatf.lblllty Mt'lca4 ~· dl!l.f-, u ad.ft.tet.-.te• 

wen toppt•• era. afte.r 'tb• oth• # ... hefty 8 re•• of 

tJtatebood, akeeify ttc'• •tecti<m• to tbtt State Aeaembty 

were hale!. 

Dux'illo thu pUled. R~~~:~a ~J.onalt.. wu lib tt• peak. 

followiet by Meoa. And '* vu iD tb 18 bao'tQl'OUild tbat 1ft 

~be ldct-•JatJAts t1MI M4tite:L ••• oc:Mid'*" c- into belftCJ. 

1b• Mel•t atate COla~-.. , •ecJretly h:•ld ita COIWeftt:!OD 



133 

eD6 el'JllCGnoed the !cm.U.cn of ttbe lltwoluticm., ocwero
..... o! Maatpu. ag· AIKt Jbartl7 aft• .,be fc:«mation, the 

l•~•• of tbe Revolat1oa81Y Gov8111Dea ol Maaipd 
\ 

beoaa their: pilgr;.Siage •o Jlelci.Dg encJ Piftdl. Soort aft411" \ 

tbeir· l"ebtn tlMI .1'4Woluttonarlell stated the 'etpel'et:l.ori 

o_, -••' i.a Jmpbel. Sale top '-ed:an mctudlng 
o. Sutlbu ICQftiu etkf· bb closeat lieutenant --~.-

Biahwetsbwv wr• captur.a eaa jallea .&a ACJartala. People 

til Jtaft~ cealt.eed the Jft<J'a autenoe OlllY wh88 t'he 

Governnos a: &eked aown the u~ouna. in 19et. ADtt by 
-~"'-....,...---..--:=> 

1t10 the oowatmeat tbwvht tbet tbe atWP hac! ·been. 

l.iqq&dced. Jh Atutala Jell~ ••••• otae in contact 

wttb eo.. aaxalSte lead•n eJld eoquic., . ttae l.nfluenaea 

,., ••• to -~ bi8 cbjeotivea late~'. 

JD J.t?a M. Al._..am•• oo~ ... .., • 
'Patricted~...-, to tt. . Bnatea "*' 1..-.."' but tdbose 

W1t:h eognuabte olfenc• wae lrftaibed in oueottr. stt 
4tl'tng »or • .:o •• 1\tlltatu a wvc8ll aameatr ••• deelwed 

aid 'tEbablt&ttOft' was.~ to tbe MIO. o Suatk K'umal: 

29· • "14 China H•lpiDg ~- Rebel•,., .IW DalhJ:# 
,.,. D-22. lteo, p.so. 

Jill • Maftipw JtevolutiCIUI'l'Y OOV'emnexit 
. ' 
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81ld hie OC*'ltdea acc-pted tt. i!e'lft of '.Nbebi'tatf.on.1 

. 
e4 WDI'D4 cpenly ill llrppolt of tb• Oo\rtltlllfiDt 

(O...-o).Jo 1ft 'late 1975 BJ.I&bw._ bi'OD .-y f,_ 

Sttc1bk ._.... and f••cJ hie v.rty. Suc!hu Jtumal' •• 
~ ----· ·-----

Pedp c:_. ~o be lcnotm· u 'Xttlltl-"'alc ~ .. • aDd tbey 

sbift«t th•k .aphuu ftc. eftled ...._"9-=Y to •• 

political work tbt:Altib wltb au- e\ogen. "'• 

1CDQ1tdpalc tJ'oup ~ die POf.l"ei Sea Ld'Palc tmda 
\ 

the 1:~ leattersbip of &iltn!Niabwu * ~ ChiDeH tl'a1ne&1 

l'eacttot~UJ. al 1'he Pokel Ill ret:un alec cJtacJaJleed 

tbe kalg\41&polc ~ as ageota of t~ tntU.u •a;u!rutionlft• 

utJ oollabarst:oca 1 • !tum. ia 1918 tbe Foret .i grocup .,.. 
32' 

t~ •• Peop'M f.4))es'ation ~:my (PtA). Ill tbe Cdllrs• 

of the at&"UVol• between tM two pa~:ttee, S.ttd.r biMI' 

was ldllad (danum:y. 11'11) at lltpbst. 

Xn _1117 anotb•J: 1.tberation antY· wa foftMd ltl 

Manipul" .- i:be "--l'l••• aevotutionarr PaJ:t:y of KaDoletpak 

HS..at. '1'he !brth-£.- &D 'lunttJll', 
'What fll•l• militancy in Manlpul' - p.2S. . ... ~. ' . 
satm. v .x .K •• Wl;6fnglb!th~a!!: ~naa, 
CO.lhi·t V.tlcU PUbll~ Bouae1 _ -~980 , p.l07. 

"X• China a•lptng 'tba Rebets•. New ~'lhJ, 1'•12. 
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lw111S.ant manag.,.. -actuate. Ltb tbtt PtA, pr.p.k 
~ 

ac1aen to Ma&1rlft. ideolo;1• "'* u believed to !ol.lov · 

DO CCQntly# wbil• PtA la aliglld ~the Ch~ lfne •. 

s.- ear tba~ th• pPpek. wu •de up of . *dillpan.t 1-a d 

eaU-eooiel fGUtb•, 1101t of i:b• ~ e.t tb• UM~~ploymet; 

•d the eeoJialdc ••at, tbeJ' foaM tllaaelv•• confa'Oilted w.itb. 

PttQple • tbfi wbol• 1\Bft little 11f11Pllthr. !OJr pl'epelc, U 

ttwy IUppOft lt u cat. of f•• o.f too.tng tl\au a1drl ~ 

t'b• 'PJ'epall boldly loot baDlui# hold up t:ravellere ••• etc. 

l'bey elm to esteblillb a Socia\1ft SGNN!gu state m 

~. Ill •• 'to echt . .ve ~1• aim, tt.y wcuta 

•euppreu all oount~lut10Dai'Y.I)fJO'Ple• and d~oy 

•ctan e.r.aeras.a•. 31 Aftd Saaead tb1Jf aviaege to At up 
. . 

col1•tvtse4 fat:tDing aa•ioDati•esttoa Of a\1 tu:ade .a 
bls1MM ud a judl.olal eyst:ell of peopta • • oour:te. att 

wteh the su<Men anat ol 1\tl.-!laudl'e. the t!IIPtMtal to 

giwt up ..._ stJ:u.ggle @-)Made to hla «.~Vadn, abodked 

t:bt p410p1•. so Mlcb •o tbat rtaQy consldel' 1t as a 'lab 

.-.-.-...t atOI't., unciiU' 4lress • • TN stat• or.w~ 
. J.. 

ll8de aap•at aut: of £t and tc~rtbe ep.-al . .,. 
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.-pwoiall.y of ttt• Meolft Chlllu• variety. Ttl• PIA 

... eaentt• tt. snteeat of tbe peopiA o£ Manipu 111\o 

#e etq»preesect, oppressed 81ld colonised. ~~ ta t:beu 

dUty to set t.• the prtaon•• of oolord.aliem attc1 

ataiVat~ort· '!be ~~a.!n organ of tbe PIA 1a RM~61ft it i:bey 

beve ~· tbek ~bllo10phy. b~t•• 

fil.ftlo fUture of the r:evoluttora itl bl'1~ •••• 
the unit:y of ell Dat1ona11t tes l.nctudiao tbe 
Bagu; tbe Mizoa, tbe Chln2f. tbe J:okla, the 
Meltet.. .a eo on1 aan arouse t'he'·ne.tohbOftlfto 
states of India, !ut ele bel~J golde ~· lhdie , . 
wa&1drtg ol81.1'$ the peasaftt · IIOVeuent• and other 
l)~lve fOI'ces~· eo that tbe Delb1 Z"egU. 
can be oveztbr:OWD with a jot.Dt forces, of t:he 
v-an majcctty •••• we cata •ocesa!ully ecbleve 
~ goal tbi'CUQlt thu ~~•ern •••• • 'l'he PIA 

plana to -.as.• btgb tbe mor•l• of the l*~Pl• 
by educating aDcJ helpilaQ tbtm bQildlng up tD 
tl.r:m cevo1uticm81Y baae.• 

~ef«e,. the most. UI'Oellt b•e at: ~h• present: 
staa• ,. a zteal Maaclst PaJ:ty, ouided by ~t.sm
r.rtinie 8ft6. Mao-Woca tbcuoht ... a P~Y 1 
wb1dt by mobf.ltaiftg ~be Whole masses, oan 1•-' 
the people to a f.llltMid revoluttcm to be 

.,aal$ted tl'Ll viet:OQ' t• achl.ved ••• • 



ue 

t'M PIA u a ~-ian poup', tbe.U ultimate 

object ls to eateblie'b tbe mle of th• WOJ:ld.ng claae Ill 

Sadla., ".l'becefore they ba" eon&I.1Jned t'he tbaol'f of 
r-:--

~-------------------------

"JJegu f(# th• JJaou•. ftey haw cc:mnentlY appeat.t to 
c...__ ----·-·-·. ··----- -

tbe Ragaa ad JUeos to jeift bane! to ftgbt against tbe 

qomaon enam.r • ttbe Xndtan Government •. 1'he PIA b8"1e also 

Cl'lttcltMrd the Rava• ad Mizoe for tbe •Peace 'tat'lul •31 

that tbey bad witb l'nd1a. 'to tb• title 18 the hlgbeet 

fol'ra of struggle for raolv.tng conts"at!lt:,ion, -.n they 

have developed to a cel"tdn Gtn;e~ bit._. cl•-•• natt.onei 

states or ·EI'tiOftO political 91'0Up~ end it has exist..S .,. .. 

eiMe tM atl81'QeDCtt of private ~OJ>8ItY dd of ct_..3
8 

'fberet=e to acllere to o.ndhien ~ategy would denote 

cowua&c.,. slftce It :t.a a ••• to~ tbe WRk and dleable. 

Qle of tbe ps-'ilnary a1t1 of tb• PtA la to set up tbe _ 

"Revolut People•• ften.t• (Rpl') Whl<1b would 1Dc1ude, 

Manl~l" {Kaogletpalc) lfagelanc!, Jd.aor•, Maawt, ftt.pta.a. 

Me#balaya abd ~achal PJ:~etlb ~ a ,. tbel'efore cteu 

that. the PtA !Dttmds to unite force• in the 9rcd, with the 

Hagu ana the M1coa. 

37. They cona1ts••Peace Tatu• u e-r•s sugar coated 
bullet, sweet t:alb in the face.- stab 1n the l:taek, 
~ itt tbeil' 110ra1 duty to &ttea .uc11 d-.ceptiw 
weapon• of the ~ by z:aisiDQ tlw oonscioueneaa 
of i:be J!'evolut1<111l8¥lfta o~oup •• 

3a. Dawtb p.l. 
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Biltleahv• Siagb along w!tb tile f•a tnilllh'l 

Meit:eie fOI'm the bu~e of tb• PUt,. After t'hek 

retun frca lhasa (training)~· tbey fo11~ thtl typical 

~Sat p~ifteiple of foz:alng mall ~ttlls, ger.rally 

'With ta penple, It u a well osvania6 un1t3~ tbel'e~ore 
·~ b&Ye been able to oeny c.ut·IU.Cctasful attacks on tbe 

_.,. 'Jbe OoveX'Il'!leDt bu tetca llten ••• to ebedk 

the .t.aeuqr8Jlta.,. aDd tQdllf tber• .,._. foul' battalion• of 

CRP, tbne be,ttaJ.!cna of the aTmJ. anG half a ~an· 

bs:ttal!ODS of tbe Assaat Alftes in Maol.pur. But they 

b8't'e fall.•O to et• tbe t~• of tnsurgacy. . !'he geograpbteal 

loc.tlon of the atato hu fao11J.tat..t tbe activit iee of 

t:he at~tst•• 'lheu taotles are bold and last -

vuma"'f &twa the pa:a-ai11ta-ry peraormel 81Jd SD&Utb.q 
tNay tbeil' .8fttlt. 

39 • . 
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\'he conttauoue pn.-ce of tbe 8mJ aDd tbe ctbe&" 

p•a-ellltecy forcoe baa aGe MIDA.pu a botbe! of. vice, 

COX:J:llptlon alk1 bt:utal ecount•• betweea ~ local people 

ueJ the an.! fo:rc••· .An army office&': add tbat tmphal 

to48y M l.i1at S&jgoft tMI"i~ the Vletma Val'. e. l*'Pl• 
. _.. VlltJktl 

en d1Sgllst.v witb tbe Whol• •ltua1:1,.,, tl'ey "a sotutlea 

to t:tw• Pl'obl••• 3at en aecoPt: of tbe polttloal 

irlsteb111ty in t!MI lltete', notbiftg eanertttn h• bHn able 

to acbieve. Worn evqy aoo1t aDd~ of! tbe etate peopl• 

ace 6-.ndtng fO# ;~unsee, equaltt:y _, •i.nc!u'• aeatu,.._ 

*rai:s• aDd pol&tlclau. tMl .. a tbe CC'2Ual tmd state 

CJo~ vork Cllt t:ogetlwzo th• iJIIDeOlat• aeede of ttt• 

080Ple, tbings will acrgeavat• and aoon M out of bed. 
NAG.A D:EMA.t.J.I::> 

•ft'.csom £• 11\Y' blftb-c-1gbt.l . tm.d I will baove t1J • • 

th• liegaa tivEMJ iD (.overeion) rillages situatWJ Oft 

iaacceesi'ble raantaina t:op.~,. well-fart.S.fW. Eoi:ts. le16oftl 

tbe Na;a tl'ibe• camrunt.cated vi'tb each otttee, they 
/ 

~., tsolat:ed an<! alobf trem eadh atber. '1'be outatdeu 

••• too f!:lobbened tcr vantQI'ett•J .t.nto tJMt interior, u 

aotbAag was Ate Ja t;boM day• of Mact.bunt.tng.. 'tbe Bl'ltitb 

..,. ... ~ fi&'ft at.s..mt, 1!1ho •cceel!ed to ~-· into 

the iate~tiot' (1830). Despite .ucb eaatacta tb• lfagu 
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nm.ained unaffacted in t'-eu eoat.o-econGnlo aDd political 

lU• • '-'be Bl'lt1ab 1fttl'e oat really interested AD i:be Haoe 

Rilla, but b.,_se t:bef ofte pl~ 8Jil1 l'alded t'

t.nite plaine of Maralpur, Aaamn em! CadJU, •.t.d\ vue 

~• the ar~tlb doaW'alOD. .a alao affectel the law 

and OC'del' of-the land. ftttnfole t:bey (11'1tJ.eb) were 

tcced to Qdeftelce ptlllttve e~Cpth!l~iODe Ja. the Begs 

Hill•• They vue able to aobclle tbe Ragu because of 

t:t.il' aaper:W' force eDtlJ ••• ecpippad ama. To p;st • 

end to tbe long 8Dd coDttnloua l'ald•• the ttaga Hill"' was 

diVided and placed undu dl.ffenut 8MiDletzoat1va Uftite. 

The c._.,aoy Goftl'~ iftcoq)orated the Mao, Te.tvlltml and 

Naoa al'eas to MaDipur 1D 1841, whenu tbe Aftgafti al'eu 

ware plaaed m Aaem, but 1at• 111 1Sa5 tr.ga Hille was 

cu:e•ec1 as a c!latrl.et of AJtaara.40 IW!'tbe&' in 1852 t'be ..... 

ll'itieh Cov~ tiMa:rcsecJ the bcanduy between Bur:ma 

aftd llaDJctV to ~l'ftet* CODftlc:t• and ill the "-tr.aatlcft 

•~ Vlln placed &ft Manipur 8fttl otbus tn 8bna. !'he 

Ck.Wel'bft&Dt. teotfully dtd all tbe•, ill OZ'dc to pu.a-me 

the~&- Mlf•lrltenat pollet eftd _.., the people di'V'ld~. 

'l'herdCJJ'e the qaeR1Gb of Haoa Wllflcati<m pose.! a big 

-
40. YOD.lo, "•• 'the Rilll.pa flagaa, p.369. 



p.ftlb._, awe it wu goifto to tGGdl the Satem~lODal 

boUnd•'-•• tater: 'by the ~led <Jlst&'ict Aet of 

1871 it wu dlclar:ed a'adlea.lec1 dietl'.lct:' so tbft lt 
·----~- -
eould H eotuc!4d ~- tilt o-••1 op•atton of tars ift 

the nat of BJ:ideh 'lnt!te.. \'be• poliey of pi'Oteatloat• 

waa llltbe~ ar:rste11lad by all IDDU Jdfte Regulation 

1873~1accoctUng to ~tell ao foniQDC COlle! aoqui.l'e lend 

WS.tbla t:be difJWiet. 

,.,_ adveat of the an..hh AaJ to ttaga Hilla vas a 

bleadng Ia di~~gUt. ... !'he Hagu ••~• DSVC ~letely 

subjugated by the IW1t:f.eb. B~ 4ul'ing_Br1ti8b time, 

eacb vtlltl9f fcnllh1 an intlepender& \1ft~ self-suffiet.eat 
--------~ aJlCt c~lete. Amang tMmaet.-a, t'M RIGae_were divl.,_,, ---------

thea:• was bardlf aftf unity. But with t'ha l*esenee of. a 

alia powaz-•. gztadually tbel'e wu ,... kia~W at 

awa~:enea ena coasct.eaam•s, fol' a ca•• effort iftcmdU 

to "PUl•• tbl torei(JJJH'8. ft:ls te;d to th• ~ion 

of int..UU>al cc:amcile 0'6 UIJOCiaticme, tn 1918 1ft 
• •• ltolcoJcd'Jaftg araB JCabilla known u •Raga Club•. Xnltlaltr --

41• A\ JAn, B .C • 1 Raga Hill• «ftc! Man !pur, \'P•I86-e7. 

42. !AftaDd, v.x., ~kdi..&D !t!Qale, (Delhi• Chana'kya 
Rl))licat1.on, ~ , p';.SS. 

. ..~·· .. 
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it\ ~ef.ated of oott•~ oft1d.ala and a. f• lttadin; 

headlmm of the nel~&Da Yillagea# 1ltlo u.s.a to cCIIe 

1D fOJ: .-J.Dp·, to cU~CUs• about tbe aocial ana aclaibJ.e

WetiOil pJ"obt._. 

The •Raaa ClUb •, ,.,. a ..., eutloo'k -o the Raga, 

~-- the to ~.raJUJcentt the ft8n'OII elan « OJ:C2UP 

toya\tin aDd ccyatallf.• a ~ebl!ltd.'f'e 'Reo• Jt!ent,lty •. 

'lb• leaden wbe geared tbe club wen people wbo 'had seen 

life 1ft &Jccpe atrLn; world war-t. so tbeu tdart was to 

r&Ue wice egaiftn 1:M social J.Djulltlce !Df11et«t nptm 
. . . . .. ' . ., 

tiMim. lhel'efol'-1 11la SJmca COIJdaeioft catnt to Jndla 

in 1029, tbef present.S e ~llftC1ml t.ft the namt of tbe 

Bega peoplet 

... tbe uwaloMd ttagu. of tbe Riga club at 

Kdl!.mai wbo •• t~Mt 0111y pei"Bou • peeset 
to vot~ £'01- CUI' people•, bave blare! wl-h ~·at 
zoegnt tbat ctJt Na;a Hill• were !Dotudec1 vi~bln 
the Ref~ ad\ .. of %Ddia vlt'hot* CUI' 

Jcnovllh!;e •••• B•fore t'hl DJ:1ttsb goverament 
oonqu-.a our CGUJJtiY ill 1819-1880 ve vee 
livttlrl iD a ~~tate of int..SttaDt. wuf•• vitb ' 
~be AseaMUe of t;,be "•• ¥alley to the tfofth
W•t end the Manipul'la to tbe Sst'h of .,.. 



· cur couatcy. '!'hey nevu eoftqQ_..., ua DO'I' 

vue ,. we# SUbjugated to tb•J..- cute ••• •44 

· l'he Ra.oa.club !tu:thel' hi>X'•a-' theil' oppoaittoat ~ t!fllt/ 

l'efowms •lcb lld.ght ••• to :lbtep-at• t11-. to the ~·• 

O!IDdt.a 

• ••• lthaic ctlatlnctlvae•• ._ ~a. low 
level of ecotlCIItic d _..lopment Wll.tcb they 
feel would J:eault in an weqtutl relattcuJ\ip 
ill wbidl thiJy VO&lld t. .. aiii!P by t:b• lftdiaa 
pqle, tbeil' ted adeed# thGU ,.,. ec! 
tl:adit.l~dieng~ ~ tdeftttty dblt-
tcate.t.• . . 

'fh• Sii!Dft C.ueston did an. CO~cd.dU a•J.ously the· daaftd 

fOI' · .. lf-detU'IdftatiCJft eft~! so tbey wanted i:o OI'~P tha 

tfega• ..,_. -a,~e"I:JQt later dlet2. Cadogaa 

while ~esst.Dg t:be HOUM of Coaaofts 1ft May 1939 

.,taaDaed tluat •• Bagu were mer:• eophistieatatl the 

ot~· t:ribml. tbtrl'ef«• they ce eu_.id.CWJ of tb• 

cellldesJ.on •e, ehou14 ~tan l«W11 « ,-egulnUOD wbldb wault1 
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4o away .w df41Ct:: ,tblu o.t.tau and 1at.41 So arsotbeJ: 

appellation wu cOil*l .. -..lua.! .areu• iriiltead of 

beckWud baeta, thouGh lfao• Hill• eontfased to r-iD · 

}'aft a!---· 
·'the 'lfaga CONJciau .. aa• 11lkb vu ba, .. on villeoe 

•etlm1c:1ty level ••. neelved • •ever• jolt AU'!Dg the 

eeeoDa tJOtltS war. ~ Raga Hilla became an •011:• 
WE Ua1a vitb the 3apaneae !DVMlOft i:O India, Jt . VU 

a .,. ~ to 11IDY lgfto:rant a!lt! f~ou• trar;u:,. .tlo 

bel! = eel'ltUrJ.ea lived a aclu&Ja and taola.te6 life. 
' 

It elao marked the bi#b of •trag a Hat!anatism •, because 

witb the adv'Emt of the \l'apaMsa,. a netJ hope glttteJred S!l 

tbe horizon. The Hagee took t;o bent! more sw1oaaly tbek 

destiny. 

'tbe wu brought, ll18e.ry * I)OV&l:ty b1~ .nd 

nclUCal aany bCJ~Bl- and ell ... last aDCJ .abattend. 

BUt tl'MD1ce to 'the intt1atlve of e.a. P....,y, the D~pUty 

ec.tai.-Jt of Raga Jfit.llli~' Who arvani..O ntlwe wor1cs 

8Jk!· estebliablld th• Hag• Hille Dutt~ couno11 1ft April 



1945• !nordet to help tbl poor ena suff•ino people. 'l'ht.a 

org .. leat!on beeame the nt#tedt U$. of the Mao• ecn.runity end 

e year late l.t changed tt. name ~o •saoa lfatiODal Ccunctl •11 

tii\J.Gh e~ et p~itlg wel!an, fCIStcSng uf.ty ad 

Ollfilling social a.plnttou of tbe llag••· 'fbe ttaga 

Battonal COUJte11undU tbe l•adarab~ of z. Phl.o became 

__.. •illt• and cbaged 'th• path of ftcm-¥1olenoe to 

¥tot.enG•. · Since MQot1atioa tbl'ouglt table dl.ecusalCD failed 

to aotve the dlffu..,_., ·botb oereJ.ee (%nditm/Ra9aa) 

I.'UtlCted to am aetts-.at. '!be JDdtea umy wu dep\orea 

to halldle tbl altuatl.oD _, then f.ollOW4d the •e.tgn of 

~-1'01' ~· bloodshed JD tiMt -· 11'tlabitac!l ..... 

ftte Raga contention wu tbat they •r• ttDt'-iDalty. 

culturallJ, hls••lca1.1y and l'elig!c:a-wl• cUd Dot share 
. 

8ftJ ~11~y wltb tbe I' est of J'rldie. l'ht.o •s etbnio 

1>biloaophy was ~- •• not lftaleD~Jf jtaet a• lftc!laD8 •• 

not Bag.M ••• • The Ragae beloftg to th• JiiCJnc;;Jolia stock, --
anc! fo~ tbe tiE~ oenez.-:tona of tbeu .. ~ btetosy 

tbey bave Uved accoecJt.ng to tbeU own pl'oud~ simple end 
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uttel'lY iadepen~ way of life •. 'ftte lfe;ae !lave matntainec! 

• eootety fOUDd.S em tbe COOpel'etlcD of '•xtnt!ed • 

t•lliu, a soclety u old u deMJI'attc etJ u real 

u tbel a! My country 1ft tbe VOI'td• HletOZ"lcatly* 

HevaleDd bed ao comeottoa whatever vitb lrlc1la ad _... 
' .. 

.,_ paft of RagalaDd Wble'b fOI" at._ eeea. \1lldll1" t!bfi 

bl.tltl'l adlllfti..- etb •• kept aepuate t'l-celndle .. ' 8 

,.._ Bega 1•.,_.• batt tbe vielOQ of estabt18hlnG the whole 
' 

of IIO.rth-lut u a separate regloa. ro. ehet pmrpose, 

even pr:~ i:o tb• &lpalt-.e of the Bl'it1sb~· Raga teaBe~:e 

lOca '~'• s~s. eJJd Mltzo@ t:GUI'.., tll• whole of Nod:b

lut, encoul'agldg --~ CCIJI!UDlty t:o join and cooperate 

t:ogetbft iDOl' ... to enabl~ aD iaclepecleftt et.ne. 

1\tt ~atel7 thoae <Jay•, ~ otbU' camnualttea wce 

too aueplclada and fr'lgbt:.u of the Neges aa4 ao tbey 

opt-.! ffa XftcU.e. 'ftla Ragas Oft tbtt ccm•ld:Y d•ested the 

Xndiaft tead•ojp and beldly loaobt •1ngle hend_, fOI' 

e .eovereioll state. Barliu' th4t Bwttsieb edlltaietl'atefl'e 

bac1 propo.d f« the fontaticm of th• •crGWD cotcny •, 49 
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-.e tbu tbir'ty years baw elaswad, .s.nc. lnc!la'• 

~Ddependeee eac! 8i111 tbe NaQa ~obl• redn Uftdiluted 

·aDd undigested poa1d.on- 'lbe anvale •• only eauaea ftUC'h 

poveny. m!acy aDd lllffei"Jng to th• lrlnoctmt ~1•· 

The ,._. 1951 was • impoJ'taat 1.--tc in th• 

hiet«y of tbe lfagU:, beoauae ft« t'he fil'et timll • 

plebiset.te50 vu osgani.a t» dec!&~ tbe fate of the Hega 

people. The &agaa ~ely eonNnt«< to l'emalD 

e-s>•at• aa a JDdep~ etate,' ~- ~- the gr• 

powen. In fact .-lw tba Ne;aa bad a.,lered tbeu 
lft4apet1deaee en t•tb August lt47, ~be p\ebSaaite only 

oonao1Wat.a ana ceaffi.Nid the people•• aspuatJ.on. 

AQ. peaPfdl meau fatlad to Mttl• the borMt ol 

content£on both pactiea nsofttld to ena, whlcb only 

alldlltic arad <N'lllleu • be dl'awD into tbe atl'U9Qltl 
betwea Hlftals alld MusliM WhiCh ta QOV ..,. will bt 
ill fotul'•~ vlth .,_. !Dcseastag 1Dt-.$1ty, tbe 
dcelllatlng faatctr of polittaa in bd&a propezo•. 
'fhe areas included weZ'e Raga Hills, RB•A. C!hittagcm 
Hilt. Tracts of But Bengal~ AsSam aad 80118 part:s 
of BQrma.: a.ao. v.v., A cem:urr of .,ftibaJ. Palit&sl 
AD !f!Bh...a!!\ Ins!!&~, ~ .111. · 

so. cttalbe, s., Hill Politics tn lbl'tb-Ban, p.14S. 
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au:tbv w1411ne4 the po••!b111ty f~ aet:t 1...mt. Tbtt 

~~ of India sa bel' inability •o elva it deolereCI 

tbe Hap .t.nbeblt:ed 8reU U •,-~ Ueu• CD 

3eDUary 29. 19!1 and on tlal'dl 27th aact.ion 144 of tbe 

W1eft critdnal Paoce6tr• Code, 51ctf11Ped ctowra cd !oeade 

tba ptteple to usatt>le ill~"- lacger thaD fawr. 

lucb •~es CDly !Wtr."ayed a -~'• epproch to 
. t • 

the aggravatect eituetiOD.. Wi'tb tbe t.q,oattiOD of eectioft 

144 of lndl8D Cl'lmin•l Pro~e· eoae bege t:be Jletgn 

of 'tenor to tbe UlOSt ...,_ peacefU1·eft45 &ilftple heawted 

peopt.e. ly tb• aJ:'IIed Ecwcu (_,.,lal powen) Regulation 

of ltn:a.., OCDIUslOHG officer~ wu~81'lt off10tr,--

« nora-con.l.•sioned office not t.low the #aftlc Of 

Havlldar o:r tbe Almld 1"01'0• cou'W.-' J.n a dl~d uea 

- fi~ upcm • othnw,_ •• force~ .,... to tbe 

eny pUSOD... etc. 'ftlu• t .... • were e number of l'ePes, 

theft, tal't\C'e etc. of tbe Yiltagen. 

ave. bet ore tbt actu•1 uesfe of pe~WU', ID 

\JbM 1941, tbe lf&.C. ecb._ for am tatum govC'Qli.at 

51• llamasobban, a •• p.400. 
52. Haga l?eotJle •e M:Wement fOI' Hutun IU.ghta (Septfllber 2, 

1919)~ atop Mllitay ltule in Rage inhabited ueu, · 
p.10. 
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aaaiet..S by %aSS• wu MgotJ.ated with su Akbc Hyc!ul. 

tbe Oov~ of Ms• and formsU.ed Jnto m~'· CanMt to 

be knC*D u •siDe Point Hydc.t AQl"MIIesat' • . 8oth parties 

flll'e&d en 8 ,oint• btJt ,._ lut point btca. tM alOflt 

owaiel au! ~wrslat'• a can u folb•• ~· . . 
Govcmw of As- u tb• eget of tM o.emm• of lndien 

. / 

VJU.on wlll heve special ~uibitky for a perto4 of 

10 years to •eure the b abacvanctt of thlal 8gl"eementt 

and at t:M end of tb'• period tl1e Raga lfational Council 

w£11 be esba whet•~ tbe.r I'•Jr:tld the ebOM ~·"** 

to h exteb!ed for e fw:t'be&' p•lod t11 • · DW agnemar& 

l'egardq tJ)e futun of tbe IIBQa peapt• ·· ac::tved at:• • 53 
,. 

By t:he lrltltt\ft lldlpendeme Act. o! J.lt47, tu ~ allla 

Distl'let wu banded f1flft#. to Jndta eloag with tbe r.at 

of 8#1t1sb JncU.a., Diecorltant.a with the tzoansfU of 

powu• tbe Ragas once again C'..._eel!'t.a ~es. CS..fld 

•at the act of thl• pnrloc1 (10 Y4fel'•) the tfagu will bt 

£I'M to &IOU• t!lld# owrs tutun•.54 But ttt• OON1'!11Hnt 

of ladia ...,_ l'lo preteoa ebout. he pel joy~ .,. eteetr 

stated tbet Raga Hll.l•.,.. ·pat: ad pen:i•l cf tftdia 

aDd thUefOI'e tbe queatt.aa of ••lf~e~~~tnatto.a dld not 

SJ. aao, v.v.* A 2tPJ;RQ gt ft&bal ht4t&S!I.,&n RoDb •ani ,lps!&o, p.au. 
s• • Yoauo, A., p •. 111 • 



lSI 

••· Thef would cntr r• couu. tbe eltuatlon ..s 
m8U ~ d.Juataent• w!tbh tbe Dlds..J union. 

Alcmg td~h Raga Hillfi'i ~- Raga• fnll ~had 

t.D fiQbtiDg ~··bad. a wu th.U conteat;lmi that: 

Ragas ill Manlpu: allould be l.ftteeptated to eon --
Raga JU.ll•• ftS.• would lDclUde ~lq* Mao~ U11brul 

8lld Tengnoupal. ,.,_~bed bee wJced .,_ befo.N 

fDI!JI'gel' wSt;b xncu.a. ss Atttllcbo Da~o (Mao) vu anen.S 

eD'J jailed Oft 21th Atgaft 1048 utlda RegulatiOD Xtl of ---
1818• Tbe J.asue OD unlflaatioll of tbe Q)bt.inQUOU• Bagu 

.,.. b'r'ougbt QCJ oJlCe e;at.a by tM .,.,. l•ade••• <.De of 

e. _...!&a bad bfiiD ttl• UDifScatloa of ell Rap 

iabel>it:ed ueu witb ~ Rill•• 
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lllateatJ tM OO,emwt of irlala tnat.e tlaga Hilt• 

Uka 819 <*he •t.cibal ceu • of AaSM ana M it e

untte the 'Sbtb Scbedllle o! tbe CoftatitutiOD•. 'l'h• 

R.N.C. ftjf~C:e:tld tb• Slfth Sd\ .. 'IA U it p.I'OVJ&Id 

contl'ai'Y', t:o ~· apub of the Hrdai Aor•--t 111'14 declared 

the .GIIRtftt default • Witb the \'Oititlve efft.natJoa 

fcC8 the people CPltbt.aclte 1051) tbe a.tt.c:. l8Ullc:t.d tbe 

f&"eedcm stNOVl• ID ~ ttao• iftbabittM! an .. • 'tba JDtJlu 
,. 

CCDatS.tutiOD wee hj.at;«< 8l'lC1 ~M fint ~al elecrtlio~ 

of SISI wea baycotsttd. Aftd oD 3cd Mardl 1t51 the Regaa -------- . . . 

staged e walk~~ •• Rebt\1 aftd tbtt BtameH Prcnl• 

Aalcin RJ. Vhlted th• lleg• HiliJJ • M fte. GoV.,..._ 
of Aesaa eonaidttntd 1t u a big db•llqe .ut decler:.S 

tbt skuat.f.oD to be a pD)bl• of '* ed arde..-•. 'tfte · 

N .H.C • leadua wn lNBtec!j,~, many wee fOI'oec! to vo 

~. The police edd.S MftY vlllagea irs 8hl"d't 

of 811U cad _..niUoa (V....,_a.Jtipet~a aa Jlt)uama). 

ft• pn88DOI of the poltc• .a t:bea eatl.oa only eQVJ'•at.a 

-he matter. l'D eo,._ tb• Raga Rill• be.-. a blaolly 

battl• -CXJDd .• IJ!'be n.s.c. oqantseG •••l•• into VftiY 
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powedal tmite end atefted •abbotagf.hO, ~oad• wue 

Clbstauoted, bridges damag.t arac1 c~taatioft disrupt«< • 

Oft· Mal:'dh 1056 f:M Raga ,_,.J:al Government was formed 

and tbe 1\Wly It--' conatl~l.cm dttclend Nagata. u 

People •• sovere!ga Republic\~' Part~ COI1S1et«< 

of 100 ~au tMPeJ a P&-•tdllle aDd cetna MJ!lletcs 

(tilcm....-a), GoveftlOl:'s (Anp) far eaeb Wibal atn •• 

appolatecl. \"hua a pal"a1tet oovem:aent .... up to that 

of t.be J:attt• Oov~. Sooa aft• tbe fOhatton of tbe 

·Raga ft.Aenl Oovemmet'~ tM 1110\ffllellt qathend lbCWement\tlQ, 

maDy e6Joat«Ji tra.t.ned ~ aune• at~ 80ftll 

" mftae~Dtl1el Yil1age eldal'a jo!ned tbe ~. More d 

IM#e tU_..a to Jolft the a1;1Ugol• ut1 pad&latlr tbe 

ae;a ,..,_Ill Al'my eo• to s,ooo .a. The qsaa ocwciiDCib± 

tmeble to haD!l• the· attuat1oa banc!ed over tbe matt:.,r t.o the . \ 

c:entn. ttl• Aesem Pol~:• e•talton• wel'e replaaed by th• 

11;14laa .Anted eeccea Clpeoial P'cwel' Act). At the time of 

tbe tat. ovc tho obJ£1! ~ tb• A1!bJf ataff 1nati!'Ucted ~he 

ao14tue u follow•• 

"You n'l.lat r~ tbn alt the peaple of 
. ·t!WJ al'aa in wtdd\ yw •• oper~lno ere fell-. 

... 
57 • YCilllo" A., at• Rle&Dg J!aqg, p.21S. 
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!adlafta ••• scae of tb•• people are lltsgulded 
end bave tabn to ... eoatnst t-hell' o.m pecpl• 
aDJ ue dluupttng the pnce of tbb uea. 
You are to pRteot tbtt maas of tbl people !ro-m 
~b•ee c!ierupt1w elell8bts. Yau •• ftdl ~here 
to fight the people 1D the uea, but to 
~eet=. them. You an figbtlqr Cllly those who 
thl"ee.ten tb& people and ,.,o ue a danger to tbe 
live~~ aa! prcpstiea of the pecpl• • You •et# 
t~tecefare ~ evuytbJ.no possible to wiD tbei&' 

confl&mc4t end ,._,.n and belp tb• feel tbat 
they bel=o to 10(1J.a. •58 · 

'lh• unt~aolua! wac weDt cn between tbe anv and t'IW Negu 
~-~ . ~ ~•-s~ The al'lllf Who wee suppose to protect the pecple 

Qt\. I 

eal'«ta.d tbt ecadM'a# •o refused to help t~. Dul'ing 

tbe cpMat-101181 they 'bma 4ovD maar vf.llaou ... tJestro,ed 

t'hek -aftslee~ caust.no •iaely aa! rendering any bcmet.aa 

and Ol'pbaaa. At: ~'hie et.aoel tbe ~. le~ana took up 

t'be lnitiat1v.o and apOQaled to ell Ragu to WOI'k fell peao~. 

A meetUt; wae cortVe~~~td a JtctJ.S.. a.p~e..ntatives t!l"CI'I 

all oVU Raga Hilt• th~ to tbe 11eeting. %t. ,.. 

an tmpcn:tam: meeting becauM ~ wu to notd• .abcut theU 



tut•e., Tbe l*'Pl• pUblicly co~ tbe use of vt.t.nce 

of both paftie$ i!ld atGo-ste4 •o •a-tle the leeue t•ouoh 

aegot.teti«t.59 A Y•• tat• ~ • ..,. .Peopte•a CoftWDtioft 

met at C..,... !D Moltotcd\UDO dltt~ict end a DJ:afting Ca.ltt:• 

... eppotnt.a!S to :foftlllate ~hell: B1 1 and•· an. the thUd 

se.,sion httlt at Molco'kdNag twOJB 22ftd etJ 26th Oetcbt!J:_1959, 

the 11 Polftt Pl'e.ft wu dtscusllltd sad efta m.teb c!eltbel'a

tt-. end <Xm~JUlt:etf.on. it wu pa.-.! ~ t• t~Jbal 
eettlertlihlt of the· RaG• l)01itlcat U5Uit.- 1ft iapOI'tdt 

..,... of ttl* DI"Oft Couti-iGD WU tbe· --l'aticm of . 

~ll tbe ~ iabeb!t.S ueaa', bit tbie was mwc actuall_, • 

.,_ ~ooatl teedtar• web-' to ec~1Ah1Qe 

,._ 16 Joiat agsru•• ad ~iDled the 'P~h Of..,.. 
,.._.,le pr•••loQ ..,. aade f,_ •'- iftauguret&oa Of 

fullflec1CJ• ••• of IDttt•· 1tat tbere scae dODlfio_. 

depaltUe fz'ora dle 16tb Point A~eemerJt:.. fNt .ft8W atate 

vall mdel7 --· hCOnnltta1oa of tbe ,.__. tfaga Jltll•

aad as aueh ~- illtenal lw ad «del' •ltu~~~tteu ecmti.Jilel 



to &"Gmaf.D the •~· It only 'bfttrt11ed the JDd.t.a cblble . 
sided s;olioy aDa lftel'eaettd the ~.-Lea iD ngton'~ ~~a1ttna 

it all tbe raoce ,rabl..Uo. ~. Naoa Neal Oov~ 

denied flat elld refUNd to ec'tcllowlqe tb• .tateooa, u 

tbe t~tate still dfJPIDdef oft tM acd.¥4t paroacmatt ot thl 

IDdi~ aaaec! forcea fcc as •aS:nteance. 

f'h• •tal ~o f.btepate tbe Raga lahabit-' ueaa 

ilhowed tbe Cldbiou. pol~ of -b• ocw....-. The •ttucml• 

bad beart et.a;eG by all the ..., •. , aad ~•~edtng only e 

••ll Gfoap ,ODlf ~IHII'.t tdd..S tbe oap f• peacefUl 

sm.t...,t. At: t11tt • .-s., 1t .. tM 'UI'lldn&tat: cut 

eGa a bJg .,ollt1ea1 blwll'ftl', 011 tbe part of tbe IIX!l&rl 

oovera1-=· .., •• ,...,_. of t'he ..., lfaQalad. t'be dlvi

•&.cc wee too vt.lble to be deDMd tbe feet that Sftdiaft 

Gov'£ftll8ft\ ,_ afraid of Raga •• Ub~Y • 'l'h81*e~ 

aaeeptaace of natctloocl vu DO aolution to a eeb!ft~J 

pt'ObJ.•• fte uD!CVI'~ ~ ar Raga lfatiortalieta 

c.ontiau.e to r•dll eatttve 1D thetc _,__, ed refused ttl 

aclcrlt:Mledoe tbe lqtt.t..ar of tbe HllgaleDd cove~. 

Ree11lll11• thtt Baoaat fl:ca Meipul' sn • ..uacr beld at 

11tdWu1 (22D<I ~~ 1tS1) .,__.,_, few: UJd.fioattoft of 
-·------



all Ragas. They accepted tbe lea&trd1Sp of 1apu lbko · 
...______ ~~ 

ad 4W:'lbg the t•OUbl• d-a'-b•d euppozted actively ..a 
,_. of the lea.5iDO lMd•e were f'roJI tble l'egicml pereon• 

lac. Aen~ro Uld.lc .IIJU1 T. Rd.vab. '!hey bew bee in tbtt 

toreftollt of tbe mov.-• ec1 to tbu 4.Y, tbey d'e 

playJ.Do illpeftallt: r:oles 1D tbe llaga po11tlce. 

lit tbe ~1141 ~o norMllM tb• eituatS.on the 

N.ale11d Qluntb CCUDcll oppoiftttd a •s..,. Mi•ston*'0 

8llC1 a ceaae lire vaa decl.antl (May lH•) by tb• two 

p«rtl••. tbe peace .taloft acted u a llld-vay t.tveea 
" ' 

tbe t:vo lut t'be .,•aa• ~el'ka COQJA not be OOIIItiated u 

the.,_,. wn UbMOot1.eble• tb•. ~,of lfttJia 

ref!u.std to llletpt GftY eotutlon eutalc!e the vnton Co'Dftlt\1-

tlon. fte Raga fedel'al Oo'We118erlt on tbe othea: bana 

t1eacded for the .f'ecognltioD of tbetJt •19bt of aelf• 

dR.-nation ea! U JJeCUsai'Y to bold ·aftOtbel' ~tlebeaclt•.Sl 
. ' 

\Ull!• a G~•l body•• apemalou. 8\lt tbe Qwea:auatw 



of tatU.• tui'MG a deaf •• and categc&ca1ty stated .that 

the'• WU DO qQeRiGD of a VOl~ay tne1'981' witb lnlie'~ 

tb•. •tte bad be• Mtlel 1ft 1Ho aDd •o ~· wu no 
~ foz' kthU t:alka,. 

Bwn tbaugb the •.tin; __,.., wltbcut #/lAY eolui=1cn,· 

.Ull a vas ea aobhvemt~Jt fore ~· unc!CGrotmd ~tagu. 

,_ Gov.,.. of Wla llp entel'iftg iato a _,__fue 
vltb Mega l'eatz.-al GGOelft'l*lt aelcrlowl*'ld the .tatua 

of the Heo• reddal CO\femneftt u tM apo--- o! tb4t 
t' 

Raga peopl•• 'lb• nllng oovei'Diet of ~laacJ vaa by• 

paeaed aJ11 COIW 14e&'af e etooge alltJ eo 11e.bot:at01' of the 

JOdie OoWI'IIDet • AD4 tba.t tbe final .-ttl_..t of 
" ' 

tlw ttaga pl'obl• ce .,.. only ucm ~ uaaergrotmd 

peapl •• 
.. 

Ql J.Otb tJctoba 1N11 .tbe Regalad Stai:e OOVICDI-.t 

_. a fonla1 "P~'•~ation to the lndte .Qcw....., 

d.aD!tog that ~~r; Meai t'..-gbcnv aDC1 'fengDODpel 

areas of Manipu Utiebttect bf eboub al01~000 RaGes ebould 
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be~ witb N~a1aad.12 'lht• 1saue wu talceft up 

\::: ~ -::::::~=~ ::=: 
Jftdta ap~:ea.., itll\illp.. to ilnpl-.t* tbe aonement 

aa 110011 u tb• •J.tuat.ioll !D tbtt ngion ntuned .to 

noi'Mloy. 

1ft th• ~Sl•'• Mant.pur vu in a b«:ib ~'b, 
tbe Mdtel• fought. fo.l' statehcod end tbe 1JltegJ:ity of the 

etate. At tbia jllnoture tb• OOVCDlttent of J:ndta lfl\rewdly 

<Jeclda! Oil e..,., devlce'l that of pet.tag stat~ t:o 

Manipul'. 'fhta vay, tber bapec! to h•lp the people cJi.Vl&Jd • 

the &agu* 'dwa pl-aiD ad bSll•• rw tbu pUI'P08• tb41f 

iaetS.tutetf tbe aAa 11Upt'Osef5 tio bill astoDC~~C~Ue Dtatnct 

Counc.ile CHill•) e.nd UW to cool off tbe boiliDg 

ca.ti4:U'on of lt*egzoattcm~ 
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_... nnwt•, unttt 1 :tbay ett.dD tbeu final voal• 

,_ Naga lead•• beft alwaye ebcwn willJ.Dp~• ~o cU.AIQ!s• 

but wJ.tbcot f.\fty pncondtttCD•· 

Afte ttt• Shtllcmo ACeor:4, a~._ bas tate 

place J.D •• Nag a movemem: at t"- 1I08t CJ:Dct.al atage. 

ft b- been spl.tt into Sw-lltivab 9~ aDO Pl'o-Ji'hieo 

OftlUP• xn .J.u9Qat 1t1e Sw ant~· ,_ivab wn overe~om 

bf tbe Pro-Phl.ao ~ 8'0CI ~at.aec1. Bat 1ft hbJ:UaQ, 

1980 a CQ\1nte~cup bJ' Sw-Mulvab ~ !ned the 

teede~• 8DfS tb• followed the fl'atricldal vaaa.~.65 

, If: bq hell.,.,__, tbat fJI8D.Y of ttw 'Yo-l'htsr.o ~· f4}€ve 

t ........ "''• •• cau•..S ~ «sUU~t a ...... 
und•atd!Qg ..,rtg the vmoua Raga group•. Wlbal181166 

bq ... a to bave peatl"atlll! at'S (JI"edual aatioDali• 

... f:OweD8cut. 
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eo11t u the liO$t crue$81 c:tta\1_,.,. 'to oM and •tJ. • .&8 

'lhudore Jltl~ grcap So collaboration wttb 

IW. lbaplat~g f~ tt. lfat10XIa1. Social .... CGUDall of 

Regal and a .7anu_, 31st ·tut~· ~eplaaiDg tbe H .R .c. 

8oth tbe ~~ waat to 'WI'k f,_ ~ welfare of tbe 

peopl•, blt dlffer:enee ill U.Oloor89 baa 11aCie ~ 
diff1cu1t to WOI'k bani An baftd. '.ftle pecple ue al-o 

at a toatt·; even tbOIUab t:h., etlll aeolalm PhitsO u tblu 

ulldi8pUtable lead•• !4.te tJut. Z•a•l:f.tes. tb• tfagu 

.- longing ff!# tb• ...,._.., one,· 11d1o w.tll b~rlng peect~ 

aDd tt:t.mclQiUty 'tO tM •••• Nitb tb!a f•lJ.ng tluly 

await ·I.D 91'eai: expeaeacr. · 

1.'be Helga tead~~:s ban always sb~. eigl'ut of 

wlllil'.lgMas to diecnisa ad DtiQObiat:a vltb t:b• oovem

,... of %1Kila." Often tbey have t!'hift«! th.U ~and 

regudJ.ag .tbe.U statue and conf!it1cne of tbeil' •IV• 

w1f:b the tlkU.a tmtafl. But uafortunetely t:he OcwGft~Bent 

of tnaia bas onlf tnated the •att• u a qq•atlcm of 

68. Mant!esto of 'tbe aat.ional Sootallat Cc:unctl of 
Negalaa4, p,.s. 

69. The Mu.ivab-Jsaac 01'~ •• tdeotootcally Main 
while N.N .c. is anti-Malst, ad C~ift. 



.,.., ana Ol.'der:• end ....... politlcil pl'cblGIIl. -Therefore 

vjolcmce bu beea matched with vtoteoa ·~ t:l\e p<*tl'ful 

XftdS.e Mrfl have bad to eontnd wltb aa wa~ 

ehlf &~eply eDtJ>ecl*! _ 1D ell• .,_atblea of tit* people. 

Show of .,. aruS at~ v111 Dot bl'iag ~.my -.olutioa 

to tbe Raga issue bit only t'hrCQJb ope ldnd a~latlon, 

Mttl..- to tbe pstf!'t)l• c.n be al"l'!ft at. 
K.UKIS 

Politiaia~JSl* public kadc•, u well u acholusi 

anelYRtbe cause of f'JVGfl'l prcbt• &Gil 'the engle of 

Sl'ltJ.ah pol.f.o!r of tivf.de end rtlle• unfortunately lnatM4 

ot .....,iag tbe •ladles·*' ~ heve • just nap 1ft • to 

~ eboee of .dleu ~~· becaqn tbey find lb 

11101'8 ccefanable aa eormmltmt. Thle bu bMil orae of tba 

.maio ~easoD',: 1ftiy·., tbl Whole .,et• ba• e.te.iaea 8tegnft 
.... 

·'8lld people •• conatantly l"we>ltf.IIO tOeiht tbe eyst•• 

Day by daY thiags ce c'h.emgtng ,... b.t t.o ...... 

GW~e thUG Sa bu ed «'.1•· people ol V~.t.riou• 

etlmlc QltQJpa an ~no foe ch_,. ot· poticp entt 

so. have ..,., ooa.. to tbe .rt.nt. ef .-ceding aott tbtt 

ua&oa. ,._ Ut.ta matte',· ,. •• ...,_ ~- Hagee w_.. 
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cotllidai'«J ~o be IUd' I*'Pl•• but today tbe Meltetefi 

Kulcla have !ot1owe4 tbe footetep anti al'e ~t.rv fc 

\b_., ~lgbt of se\f-deten!Dat1on. ·The. Government ..tlidh 

ia ~· to P#oteat tbe· people ono ·1oaga aiat to 

p~oteat em!-·aafa-gual'd thea l'iQbta., ·~na• tbe#e u 
•1lltur cute 1D the tilole of ltftb-east# 418pt10ially ID 

' /_;w.j 
IU.S&CCai,' Mantpuar ad Bagu. 'PeOple u• dl.ltcontettd 

and "'18 u aptreadtng l!U • ep16em1o eDt!, ualeea 

prope.- •atlllndl an talaeD at tba So1tl•i SJta;•, tt will 

he ~Sbt. to ~ J.t late. 
. 

The 111.- like tbe Ragu c• fighting ~- •sont-aton 
N£01'ant•, blat • OM .... •• t04ay the wol• tasue lcou 

eo~ • ., ana diluted. The leade~ra ere 1Dccm8isteftt 

in thel.l: "-and ana it .,._. aa ~hough it .ta •ego • 

CODflict t:bat hu: bet.,. dle le.Stng factor. 

In~ tbe JCbkie •d ·-·-·· Httlel •fl'll? 
in Soui:b dlatcict aat a fw poclcet• in t:be otbel' 61etrlcts. 

th41f belong to the tcuk&4e !.tl7• M atat.S ••l!eX', 
tu KUlcla ba.J eettleB Ia llaftipuJf only tm"- tb• proteetiob 

Of the Melltpu HabereJa a1lCJ letw ~ tbcl •tt11b 



bad dlftweatlatttd tb• J.ra4J.g•eoQ.a poup•, u wart:iol'a 

C16akia) em! lebcunu (RIIgq). t.'he tCokia being n~• wer• 
faced With tlw pnbl• of 'land•, but e-1-Dil had beea 

giftll wlt:b tta• pu&'pOS. of dlecklDg eDd camtuiag the 

l'atd8 Of tM Hagu. 'l'b!a vaa tllat MaJOI' McQtllaah ttae 

Political Agftllt ot Mtmll'JU Vl'ot•• 

• ••• Deyoad tta• ~· bounduy •• tb• 
SCootie end tcoHi tribea. 'lbey -. bGtb 
p~l\tl ant1 ., ... _. but •• ~euat tiler 
prof•s ~te.lldablp, tmd % encourag• the to 
eciiMt and oo, thoutb• 11 1t Vel"e poaslbte, 
-• SOO!:Jtie Wtbe ebould be at.taelald. In 
eom~lop with tbeM t~~l• and • e prot.,_ 
~lo!J to tbe scutb ol ta. Valley~· the Jlajeb 
8ftd I have eeteb1.1sbtd iD the South~ 
Village of 1011c.ta70 to lib~ •• g1v• .-. 
ant .b,. • call aepOJ 9111411•• •• •~1 

ftle Kuld.a Wl'e aot or.ttJ,aal Mttlen~' t'bey ~·to 

Mant.pu.r at a muct. latel' ateoe. 

"' one atage tM JfQlcb bad tz'JMI to -~- the 

Dd.tlsb yoQ (1917.•18) butt bad fa&·~ An tbdl" att~. 
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After ..,ielt tbe Htll enu of MGnipu easMt dinctlJ uatJa: 

thAI contr:ol of the IWitJ..tl Political AOtet of -~ • 

AS ateted ear.-tie th• .sa pJfobl• of the JU1c1• baa been 

•l.QDd•,,. th., fouad tbemsel'Vh 4ft e aalty l'")ett.t.or.t, 

tbcefal'• 'tlfha ttl• N1101'• pi'Cbl• pld:ur.O on the ecae# 

t:b4tY toolt a4vantage enc1 jolri-.f tM acw••· 
,U'DdeW the OOVGI'a.11t of ~Ddt. .Act lt35 t:he tdbal 

..... WBe c11v.W.O &r*o •exo1u• • ud •pan,ially ..,luW • 

•••• l4Jre tbe llega. Hil1•1, IU.zo Hil l• 0- qDJQ tbe 

.•exolud.S •••lJ a hac• the Mi.,. bad no l'epft..-ata.. 
... 

t:ion In ~be ,..s• levitlat\ll'e.. 'lhe foration of tbe 

IUao Ui01i paWICJ thtt patb !~ IU.o ..,....., loa-~· 

eDCM. fM .... 1•-'•• pepulal"lll:tld tbe 11DtoD not only 

AD Mlao Hille bot •lee m Cacb• ana ~.: Bat ~ 

VD10D • 1 tba'• c- eo • cleedlfiClc "*' t• came ~o tiM 

•••tcn ot JoSalftO Jnal., ,.,. were ff# ttt,• •hen ..,. 
totally a;alaat !it.. ttlta eau..a a epl4i: I.D ~- patty ill 

the early palt of 1147. s~ IUzoa atpported tbe patopOAl 

- o!. PJ:ot. Collp\and, to «eate a ~CIIIfD, Coloay of -.-~n 

AgtllCf •. quit.• ~&"aJY to t:be Red Ot! ,. ~tepa. A ,.., 
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leattel'a ~ultsed tbe QPaet of ftlmology~:. social 

etraU!k:atlorl end z.-ettgS.ora u the poirlta of 41-el.batioa 

between tbe .IIMU.us and. ~as. i'hitt OJ."OQP bad the IUVP~ 

of tbe COUncil ol Ghiefa~,· •who favound the Jotnhcr t;O , 

a... JD tb• 111MDtlt&1• tta,ga leader• 13 Vislt.S Mi., Hilla 

aDd eneour~ them ~o J~n baJUJ wttb Begae .~o !tote f~ 
' 

- po11t:Jeal ~ence, ·but t• epp•l ~ a deaf aar. 
'the· Mizo vntoll leades polt,elyit:o~.d *• Hli110 that it . ' 

wu not· aceeptabte. ·., 

Th .... 01 ........ 1958 .f~d tbe 

eiiU'Oe.DCe of • vey ilpottet lac! 1'C)WI'fa1 pal'tf ~at 

... to pilot the polttlcal upf.ration. of the -peeple 

(M.B .• P.) •14 The OI'QanieaUoft proved to bll relovaJ.it Md 

abotled great Mal ill the welfeft of the p-.le. In 

rao tfae# '' beceae •err pepula •" !nmdreb t=-O!IPd 

to jota tb• u.n.. seetng :tM •ccoes of tbe.P l8bcal', 

OJ:atb&lly. tht.r eqed theJ.I" line of etf.cm and,.,,...., 
· iteeU' u e political party. 



,., 
LfJce t:M &aoa .. .,._., tM lU,ao lltzutgle waa 

bued on ~ J.&ae. fte Mlso had the tUtbc 

•aatatJ~ of cu ltS.va~illo tb• ecmtaata of dle •-era• m 
Ud Paklfta. A II.JIIbd of ehaeeat&De aoa...,_• 

·weft tlade by· tbe • ., .. , J.ftolud'- •he leadel' of the 
' . : 

••' f«cee Lel41Dp, ~ CMtMh•*'-' ta M&eo Rat1onal 

....,.. llront .., late ....... t.t to IU.so lfetiou1 

ftODt• D~• atm1Ci'Y of tbe ,..,., c...out I.D • .,.. ... 

fubion tb&uaob a *• Wl"d llta,.,fllbM!5 ftle Jd.aoa 

•• edlolt .. ~~ almoat eildlu to tbae of tbe 

Magu 'the M£.a ffta t-. tJRi;~.Ol, UWC! ID cmplet• 

J.ndepetldeftee vf.thoUts fol'etp Utel'fel'4iftce! •. d'lleh ·or 
6iffer• ciau ww· ~ a.uat• llilh··• Th.U 

ten"itcrrr heel • ._ bea eoR<~QU'M OJ" ebjug~a!t bf t:be 

•1Qbbaurtfto •tatq., ••• ,. 

, .... 

. ' 

r.&Jca tbe Ri.craa"' tbe Mi.,. tti.-ettotmS .,.. •.tclbttar~ . . 

:t~= -. JUeo ebolal.'• tb .... l••• .)lave ••. iled 
~ . a . ~alent ..,..tJ. !I)Ce •• .., ·n•U. 
at J.egcade e1toa •· IW ._a~P1• ~·of •• ••ty 
hcoes,· VGDapa 18 said to bav'tlfPI"UC'htd eDtJ pt-.cticed 
tb18 ~ oi ttae lltlmW pbiloiiOpbr·tntll ttt. lest .. - -
IUMdon,~ !lhDH hDl!ll&!!!f 'P .41 ~ 
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at.t CCMII'ifto .._ .. , .. eat• .., powttou of tlw 

CIW:tagODg Hill ttactJ•· be•Mu puts· of -.~pur· aDd 

'll'__.a• 'l'bis would ..a 4111CJUU.111: of -~ IQS.tb 

DJ.8Vlct CCbuJtaabeJidpui") w1tb JU.el"•• All theM ~4•, 

_,. tbe plain -people go •u.r because tt.y would be 

aU811CJDlate:1 bJ the btl~. tt.·lthateay of tba llicoa 

to 1.1v• undc 01le e&lt.nt.uattw I'OOf vJ:cV16ef 111c'b 

d~ ¥td cot'lHftl to tb• Meltet.a. 'to_.,. tb• 

dlmeod IICfe ef.fect.t.wt. a Mlao le-tJ'Dlfictatd.Oil CGattt.M 

vu eatabUebed itt tb• IMtaJ:t of Mel~. All1 t'- leadue 

of! val"~ potitteaJ. llbaO•, oe~t'NI'Vef et: Cbtl'~ in 

tftnUUW 191! aftd ~•ol~ to ...... e Mlcoz:o• eclllpl"isSIJII 

of ell tbe ••• J.duabltel by the MitJO pec)p1e:17 

MctlHIII ~- evant waa the ~loa of tbe 

•ld. Rational AtnJarbly18 purely baMtt at1 athnic lU. •· 

Tbe main· reaGCO for tbo faftretloft wee for tbe ,._,. 

ebd Ul'Uftcet o! -be ROD-Hag• group• Uvt.ftQ ill MaD .. ,. 

(a) tlnitf a -~ -.cmo the 
Jllld.• 

Cb) ~•UII&II'nm.u.ncr vitb tbe Rag• 

vU.• 

,.,~ li?..Y·~ •• 411 
?8. The .Ulcl Rational Aa.bly vae forme6 10 1947, 

far tb• velfate of the bld. COiSllU11ty. 
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(c) Close ceopel'at:lon wlt'b Valley people 
to bl loJal _., pe.aetul cttilld, undu 
~be ~ la14 dcMI· sa .. lQ.t1d. Bational 

MMibly ._olutiOD.1' 

la.W• ._ KU1d RM:JIJftal a.a•J¥,' a bon of Obtt_. U.lbal 

•oeJ.•loaa wee utablbh4NI ... 1flaU' t:onar•• (ltM),· 

'lbtt PaSte Hatlcmal Ccuftcll (1916)', 'lhe Oallat• fttlbal 

UD101l (lt$8)# lfllalt· Rational VDJ.oft (lOSt J •tl tbe Batte ---- ---------------- --
llat10Del. va&on (1912). '1M ffllar• llatlonal UDlOJt wetlttld 
---~-~---------~--... - "'" ·-- . --- -
~--atioJI_of____~tll__!t_.r_~_ ...... Meapu, AP•• -~~va 
ad JU~~--~~--':_-~~lelldldnl~-~--~~· While 

the Paite RdloDal CalmalliJtoed fc foDatf.OJJ of e 

bu.ffa nee i• t.be fol'll of "Chinlad• batwea lana mt.! 
~------------

Xadla br --•etlag t:b I.Dblbl~tld ueu wltb that of 
-~ ---------------------~---- , ---~------

Chin Hlllt. 'file J:okl btttJDal ~earbly • the otbel"· 
~ 

bant! c1etoaDded a th• e.-eaf.Oft of • '1\tld • lltat.t,
oovc~ar;~ all rtOrJ-Ifega. Ulbu IJlllanJ.puc1

• fJ:'a. t:be eatl'al 

GovC'DQ•Dl!. 8f the f.a!po*'ti.oa of llfm4pu Hill al'eu 

(Acc;talaitiO!Jl of Ctd.et.• Right,•) ACba IOI.,eo· _,. tM 



172 

·Ku'Jci• OODeider of tbek political fete. 'fh.ntcce in 

the meetq th• f01.1oved in lNo·~ • lb1d. Reticmal 

Aeeemblr resolved to dtiDBftd fOI' a. Jtu1d. stat• (J.Ot:b aD! . 
11th oetobel' 1060). The caolut1on wu p,.,.. 
Ullell1maue1y by the Aa.-,ly. 

•At tM wtHt Mr. Haoltholet !f81Jailut the 
Gena'al SefnteiY IIOWd e •iolt to wevJ.val 
the dlmend ftC 1\lkl .e ate vlthilt itt• 1m1CD 

'\ of India• He ap1ai.Dtld to the cJebtgat• tbat · 
tbe JCuld.• •• 1.04!11•• ~~·· of Jnc!iG', 

. t1Mir llwo 'Hen Jonol'_, 8ftd oegt«rtea. ~ •• 
• •: !hc•fore the As_.,ly unl'Uit.mcuely . reaolvett 
t~o ·l'wtve at~c! pulb ~ the ~ of the 
Kbld. J*'Ple far JIU1d. etate vttbin the Unton 
of lndie • .&l . 

Ttte demand fOI' a 'JU1d. stat• • .l:tu caue8 arth 

uptrOU' in Mantpu atld Ragat.ema,. !t1e •av• hew etrODOlY 

'\ oppos«l ~ and have deola1'4it ~ Dot tm trlch of tbeil' 

~· lead shall be pal'ted. wltlh 'fhis is•• haKJ cciNid 

ld~UdtWatandJ.ng anti l"eviwct t:M ol.,.......ty'• arut· tba• 

haW di .. d cmc:t• agdft ttw pct801t of , .. peopl•· 
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' ver •• 011 tb• p0t4Gr of tM CIOVerJ'Iiie.Ut. M tta• 

e.-tM the~ bu little eboice m thta.aat1:el', 

becauM of the aatUM of 'the pcobl•, ~~...._· "'" 

politlcal aet:tl-'* 1e tb• only aolutlGD to i:he pl'cbl•· 
~ 

8ft . aa lt both pal't.&ee an fin on t:hek etene. 

sver einee the IDlda d~. fcC a •apuatt• stat•• 

t!W call of tile Hleo• fO# h t.Ud.fl.cfattoa of all Mlm 

iabablted al'ea have a~ beac:ae dlltli:., • Th• IH'Id. 

Qbiefe 'Wbo 1ft the ••ly lldortia bel Jo"-1 t:be a-ank ef · 

tM tml', ar:e nov ll'IOJ'e .fa .faVOUI' of· a IU1d. •••· the 

· ••ablilll'aMJIIt of • a&lci ••• would be ·• b.CO thteat to 

t11e J.Dtapar of MaJtlpv';• .. well .. cthft •••• lAD 

-se, lfagallllld ana w. MilKIIr•• ·fbe IUti 1...,_ •. had 

•••• tlooth ad aall ·few t:1w atta.i--* of tbek daoarl1 .• 

But with tit• etta!,.. of at&~ bf MaDipul'.t it wu 

DO longc feuJ.ble .ct aaceptable i1o the people o! . 

~. ~tte ~u&t cf. ~· etmnte waa tbet they .-. 

eble ·to ~aiD oat • Aut~• Diat¥tct COonc11 cuts 

of tbe Rage AnbabaecS anu. 'be .Neoae on tbeb" pal't 
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bave ceueleesty objected to the tteatmeat hn&tl'e4 by 

«:be OOvenanent; to them. .'1'11• •ld• in Manf.pn.r .,.. 

\ atnce stattlhoo4• bad da!tanded for .the eepuatton with 

\ 

tbe Nagaa and thty ware mte~eeeted ift ha'fj.ng a IQJld. 

d&aulet. Ratu&-allf tb1a would l!lvol•• ~ Ragu and 

tbD HeJ.te&e'; bu:t u tt &. ·the Mette!e do want to .-ttl• 

in ttlll ca. btoau.e ~he plda .l.a alJe-'7 ovespopulat.ct~ 

theretoN tbay will n«* !Ml t:bft ben to pet wall theie' -
&and tml•• ._, wl\1. benefit •-'hlag C13l ttf the 

~·;• ftla lbld.e tb_.lve• are .,_, ftiiCb pe&plUI: 

u to What wil.l becsae of th.U !ate; if ther eontfale 

to be undel' tho Mldtela a Begu. IJl feet dUirlg the 

MeaSpu- roretgn Netloftal agitations; the Mllteta bad 

vfo oategOttised the Hl.oa ant! lbld8 ae beitb natlenata• 

'!be J.'Uk!a ant~ Mi.,. •• more a1c1n to tb• Q\ln Uibea 

tn Sunta aud ateo <tu~t.no 1:h• ~Jut yeaJ:a the inflwr 

of China ·t~!bea l.ftt;o ~ upealallsr In t'qtDapal 

district have wal.t!plied the ~la~loa of the etate. 

,_.ly.· the neent. ,__, of the .IUlda· fetr a 

separate «etd.et have ~Gab• distnu:t.d ~be attuat::iOJI 

4ft. tbe Hill •••• ~. Jlaoq flft6 the ladcla ts tbe 
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pl'eHJlt ue oD wa patb vltb each other~· bee~- tbe 

llagea bave .:efuMd to ealcftowled;e i:bt olaiat of tbe 

--- OVtl1r thek lad. fte altuetioll bu.,_.., !b&'tbel' 

116&1 _.. Cl'1i:ioal by tbe diMaa! aade by tb• Misor• 

Rational ftootr,~ ~o tll't4IQI'a• all ltl.eo tmabl-«1 •-· 

ftltl would *'G~~atioally affecar~: Matt~i ftipura#' 

,._.. eat au:u. ~· agei.D tbe intet.ll'itY ot Men~ 

bu bMa cttallenget'f by tbtl MlZ08.-
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1ft the ~eeedblg chapt.ce, the preble of lthntc 

Mletton bad been dbcNaSfM!J fi"OWI c!ifferet.lt aapaeta. 

AQd tbe probl• bad 1MeD • long neDCUDg OM. It could 

not be an oll'C af.ob~ aploston, tut a gta61al develop

.._. tn th• ~•e of blsto&y~ Which cuiMDa•ea 1ft 

CCJJ~~>utmentalbatiOD of tile vu-iou.• ~~-~-~·· 
7bia affected thew ••&.tiODSbit>\1 beiDf leolated, tbtr 

bee .. ps-aotically atrano•• to each oth•- tiVi"CJ JD 

a .arM of tb•a ovlh 'lhu ·ttu· g.~:eat lY estl'e:nge their 

l"•t.al.olla!Np aad .In a vay ba,. bMft. aae of tb• •ta 
J"eaSCha of toc!ey'e Cl'i8111. ft hti$ theil" polltiaal 

a«~Pkatioa that: baa ptJt th• m the &HdVantage position. 

bell OC!ll\tl etbptcally tbtly -r belono to dlff•ent 

tl"ou.pll* still bed tttea pottttcal upt.ratt<m ~s.a beea 

uaited for a pal'ticulu ecua-..;, u.Diqo •ong ~heM et:bDic 

gi'0\1pa could bavtt h4lea possible.. !Datead tb• dlmand 

fOI" -.uatloa have been tbe eet back fol' tb•U' unity. 

And oa tbitl iasue f!llthocitr bave failed to give a pl'opel' 

aotutiou aad eetiafr the pal'tiea. Today, M~l' 

pl'esate .......... .., .aclety~ ureconciU.abl• and 
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lDC~ible to each o_t,~~. And tbl• bu giv• l'itJe 

" •aay fact•• ·SUdl •• polJ.Ueat·,- aociel e6 t.ICtODCllio 

upheaval in the atat.t. !her• u upWieiag ~ wuy 

nooll end ~ of tbe etate~ •aldllv the eate 

raacbiney d&dlnct1cmall l•adiag to the htpoeition of 

Mceballalf. 

'!be ed.•J.ag probl• bu been fuftbu' fll~avated 

ora aecowtt of tbe laalt of ._,loyaet to thcuaanls ol 

youtb•• 'l'Oday in Man~ thee ue O'MI' one latch of 

youtlUJ l'egiatered m tbe eploymeat exchanrJ• office. 

t.Jnt••s pi'Oper Job• •• given'; the pi'Obl• will only 

be fu&'ther all.-; leacJ!Dg to tbe &tstZQct;ton of tbe 

nate lUel• •. AOeO&"d!Dg to *~ Donadl:'o &£nvb~1,th• 

$Ctnta1 cause of ~ •• Ot"iiJl• bas beeD llaiDly due to 
lack of jobs low tM YOUDCJeten. The e~eat.ct findittg 

.. \ them•lvea U.ke fllh cut of watc, are f«eett to talce 

abel~ vitb the ln~• beau• t!b.-y ca~ '' on . . 

e aloeptable Job. 'l'he youth .. e8pt01e11y •• vuy nudt 

flustl'at«J en accoullt of 'tbe •lpractice fOS' tbe 

aeleet!oD of t.M hftdtdatu to vartoua post;s. 3oba •• 

sol., li'ke COillfiOd!t.&es itt the marlcet, e only peop1• "'o 
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ban waltb ant1 influence •• abl• to b81'9aln at 

•eaaonaJ:)le pi' ioe. The pco# bav• no choiot bot accept 

~heU fete. It J.a thia cJiecl"imiDatory faet:a!'~i, vb.ldl 

has fCI'ee4 maray Meitei youth• to taJce tlw -path of 

violence s4 d•ncactioa• The. ValleY hu becane 

the. ba.ttltf QI'OUD1! b._eQ tb• ati:..U\8 •d tb• 

lrldiu al'laJ'· • A btg t•- bu bMn creat.a·, tbe Melt•S.• 
-··-

vaut to emt tbe .-ol• Of tiMt -...yang Rll(l~~-~ 
&utead tbtty want to •ateblt.'b *leaaglelpa1c... '.ftlla 

eaav~ia att.t.wa. CUJce tbe tt.vu~- Mltlo•) 11ave 

tl0let«1 th• •ao• and Ml.,• fJ:o1l til• stt:uggle. 

l'beJ:efore a 1a difficult to f.lguzre ~. wbo ,, ... 

cbawlllietio',' ••• Ra;u~ Mlzoe or Me.tteia. 

111 the ft1141Y ttae l(ag1eipa1C movement baa be~(\. 

a~oceasful 1Mca.1ae tta•• •• JDaDY .-. amt iftflu..., 
l . . . 

/ .... , leadua ~iftg a. a bu bHD· aleo I'GPOfta! 

tbat the Spcloial ••&"Vte. Bul'eau (UB) bad llftlc vit'h 
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I 

th• · PLfi, thGI'ef«e they bad bean eble to carq cat 

SUCCGSs!ul operation•• Tht. people ill gerutral el'e 

Sf~Qpat.bker• of ~h• extz:•t.t• , theraf«e, t:be ..., · 

bad not bem U'seceso&l ill atcm.lllatino tbe hCU~tttul 

of ~·· And aa lcmg .. ~. tt h.a tbt ~ 

of tbe mass', the ath~it:y will be cmly erac'ldt1g theil:' 

heaa without ally effeot • b it: is',} veople 8h 

diagutted and have e .e~ batted b the eatb=~7 

and ea f(S'ces. Theretore, <Jesptte tb• prea..,e of the 

alll!i# t:be extr«Ri&te atc.'C4taa!ollJ' corry out maD] dare

devil feats in tbe !>road 4Q .1.1Qbt: .• The Ointral OoverD

aent bed t;'hcugtit tbat a pepulat vovuameDt - wu the ~~am 

aet beCk ·for dte fA1PP%'••s1cn of the atl"CI!st.. So 

Preai4!ent •• ft1e wd illpos«J. Bqt on tbe eowm:y f!tae 

situation JtatJ 90ft~~ fcaa bad to wone, the lew eud «deJt 

eitua.tlcm baa been 41.tefto:rat!hg. '1M acuy 1DsPite 

of thek latest 8CJ.'li\)•Dt• aud taet1ca have failed 
. . 

to conwol .ano fa1bdu tbQG beDftUl au«aiSta. 

'lhe ldtuation ill t h• Rilla I.e 110 ""'~~ tl'le 

JC:akLI aad 'Nagu bave cDC• agaift nJMtv«1 their bostlUty. 

t'be Cltltbrea1c. of boattU.ty bu bee on tl1tl long ateadl"' 



180 

1.-. ol •oeeupet:ion of Raga •••s • by tbe l:u1t1•. 'lh• 

ieau• baa lMMJD Oftl' the dad of tbtt atlcl8 for ~

Obat:101l of Sader Rll'l• Dlstl'~ .In Jlaft!pv • 881ier 

the dlmalld bd bee to¥ ...... .eate• but--

the •• lMit. Ubbeei'C1, gractull.ly e. '-ODd e'hUte! 

to a .Sistc~ct~.. JtaDy IDJd.• had .-tt:ltld 1ft tt. Baa• 
imablted aceu of Manipsl' ~~i~ V'flft and ftt.l:tb dlatl' .tcta. 

thel'efM:e ..atloll of a..., dbti:J.ct: •ant: blfucaat.t.QO 

it •~ th ... 4btc.lct•• 'fhuebe ·eat:ee11.y a affected 

the »agaa .a Melt4da- bat 011 tbb .teaae tbe Jldtele 

have ~ allet;l =ty ..,. Nagaa ban C'U..a 1:114lll' 

Pl'ot•at agat.Dn tbe illcluaJ.Oft of thetr leDCJ in the 

nev dutl'iet • 'l'he anatiotJ of t:bi• MW dlatrf.ct wilt 

haw lf!u "achiog effect on the Hagu d Kukl•• 'ft'Ht· . 
Ragas, Vbo collfti''*• the aaj<W ptoup. ta tbe Best~' West '• 

aDd Noftb etietJ.'iot• wtll be 1\u:tbe.l' divl....,.~tb• 
cnct,._ of Badal' .,l.UJ.ct • Tbua a fatbeJ: t.eatc up 

of the Hega ~ity woul" __., ~· ooftt.laadtoa of. 

t!W B#itiab pol toy of df.YJde end ru 1e. ArlotMJ: t.hiag 

u tbabl. tbtt »eou will aot ~. tJ1t1 eolutto.s pl'iC 

to t:h• flaal Mlt:~ of the Heoa pr..,l•~ Xnet•d 

J.t: will ontr l.afl- t=hek bat .. ed ad etdldtY with tthe 
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otbc eou~tte•· tn £act ~d.nady', tbe t:a;a student• 

of~ bad l'el,K'!ted to the •eatlon ·of Sada Hills 

dtetr16t. 'fbey bed oromidl peaceful bloclca&ls in 

the Haotl areas of Manil»ur Oft Deceatld 12 an" P 1i' 1980·. 

vhicb ptsralrsed cempletely tbe activ1ts.te of the stet•• 

AO:dn oa r4t»J:U.eq 17 e11t1 te. 1981 aDDtbft euccessful 

bloc1ca.C!M ..,... a~"gan•• irJ tlW Nage l.fthabtttd ueae. 

•~•ltt; tbe t;)eaaef\11 btoolcai!e ·wee <Jl~uj;~ti~; 
. . . ' . . '\ 

by the tneMeftt vbld\ teole place ·at Hew Heaven&, ~ 
' . 

ebt.:r defeftcilletJe. ~· were beate up 28 8ft-. ASecn 

Rifles.~ vttbOllt arJY reason. This bes f\lftbel' tncit:ecJ 
' J 

botb Cb'JJ'IlUftltt.es.. 5o alltt lcDaws the reaaoq fcc the 
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•••aac• ot tbe an foJ:"ae• .t.n tbu ~atta 
.. nstratloft. 

ft• Regu hawe Dot Gbjeet«t to tbl onettcm of 

Sadc HUl• 4t.awiet bat t.n.teae .~bef 'have ••ea to 

tb• &nclus!oa of the l!llga _. ... 1ft ttte pqo•• aew 

dlehict. As a u 'tb• , ... i~ a real ilbom iD •• 

ft4teb. becaa .. wtthcut tbe il'lcb:taloD of the laVa •eaa 

tbe «..Uoo of Sa41« Hllta diat~1dt b not ~·•ibte, 

eiaoe tbe Kuli:S. Rttl••• 1ft JlarlJpuc b ceceDt (leDtS

le••)• 'lhw•f<IC•, Reoaa lcaowJ.ncr full wlt¥11 the lslltte ~f.A.J 

ttave aot f~tld it- •U.C. tbeu •J• pftlbl•. ltill 

ceetatu uasolwcJ. The probt• can 'b4l solved only 

tbJroUob cccdlel e~td autual eon.._ trcn nob 91"c:Qp. 

,_ creaticm of Sad• Hill •s.ut.at wlll have 

._, ~age• to the attd.a. sn tbe fun ttlaae, 

th.-y will have a ~· ~laa4;1 tbe latn1 vlU 

beaGIH i:beke , tb-r wltllao loiJfl«l" be obliged to the 

Baou. S«JoftdlJ, tb4ay· will be m a ~- ;pooitlce 

te narveftl_. tl\eis- politioalt; social abd eccmo.I.G tUe. 
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The onat!Oil of Sadd Hill• will be balld of unity 

for t:he JQllct•• %D thl• II8W diatric!t~' they will 

COilltitute tb• •Jority • ou.tmlll'benag the Nagu 81'14 

otbu Ct.llfllm1t:J.••• lftlile-t:M Regea aN faeed wttb 

th• pr:obhla of e.tbd d1vis1ob of tbeb ctealaUiitr. 

ttekiDCJ fo~ instance, the Tangldlul Hagu. tbeu ~ 

ttu. 'blell all'eedy btfucated !Mttveen ll)nla: end lftdith 

New e fulthet' weak up a;aia 1ft the ain1strat1w unit, 

u a cleu sigll of the Gcweraaeat •e policy to dt.sla

t41lgrat• the Nagaeh !be Na;aa wlll be redQoea to •t.nority, 

that means arattuslly tbey wi 11 bl forced to leave tbet&

.owD land. To w1• tbe Neoa• will aevu ..... tbey 

will surely fight tooth anct neil till tbe te~. 

Ml tM vbile tbtt stat• tau been pteyJ,ng a 11egative 

~ole. 'lbe Hill area. haw l'•aifted backward and 

Jl89lec:t.d. fte so-called lead•• of the people~ • 

l"f.'!iiPJresentati" of the people have only taka ac1vabtao• 

of the orowtno terutiOJa in tbe plain aDd Hilla. \'be 

polit.f.c18'1e bave been tM x-ea1F~oneib1• !« tbe 

Olltbul'at ot all these oriel• iD Manlpul'. 'foday~ t/nqy 
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Ulere u I'Olltieal tn.tabllay 8114 tmaeeurity7 Xt ttl 

only because the politJc1eu bwe been gulded by 

~lou• pl'lncipl•• !bey 'haVe not reallf t,1'1ed 

~o Jo analy• tbe probl• but iutead aelt-J.Mcest, 

oat.n he• precedee! tbeu p&'i11Cip1.e, therefore oft:en 

thetY baw · tr .tea to uti lid tbft C<llllllll1ii:y dif·ferenaes 

du1.ng: e1ectlora canpa1gn 8lad vblle tqtbg· to· exew~• 

theU P~"OOI'._ .• Aftc1 thi• legacy bas been CODti'ml«< 

by t:M atetntstratore', v'hell -.pecially, it: is CJt•ation 

of advantage a CJPOillt:lll!nt. 'lht. '• eM of the S"eaeon 

""' situation .f.a Maatpu~ bu alwaya ~~ bad and 

critical. 

Theh ia n.a today ·tor the eo.erDOent to d\aDge 

bez- pol.lay towartta the tlage•# 1\lld.a ead MtJ.t:eu. 'ltler 

cannot contimle far lt'Jft§: U tbey .U1l panist on 

divi61 and ._1• polJ.cy, At th• a...-t!M view ,tbe 

.,robl• ODly ft'om tM eagle of law and 01"4tlr. t'be 

pa-cbl• exist but it t. beyoac1 tbe Ml'e question of 

law and orcter·~· it ftqdk• • polf.dca1 .oJ.ution', 

vbldl lrld.larl GovemJ~eM bu alvaya negt.cted to look 
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_ tnto. Therefore as lODO as tbe Mt.zo cw Raga problems 

ue Viewed fcc:a the law end orc1el' or u .•intemal l)robl• •, 

it w~11. eont11Ne, but wbo 'knO!II~ f(# bow long. M it 
' ' 

is t:be whole of nortb-eut lhdi• '• at ready An an upJ:081' • 

'lhe Gove~ .ift the ~ bu alwaY• been slow l.n 

act!Dg. '!hay always ngarCJed •• reaton M a p:obl.Uc 

uea, a thoru ta the flesh. lt. 1• all becau• 1.1: 

occupiea e etrategt.c l.llocatton, with wea CCI'II!W'-'ioatlCI'l., 

geographical G,ecialtt.tea ••• etc. With ~ fee1illgl 

of lndJ.ffercmee and ~ncem for· t1le l'egiorii ma'ke t:M 

co-4Jd.8ttmCG with the .sdrlft:C•• dJ.fftou lt ad uru:eltable. 

Tbe atd.rta•• .lm' .. ion .. Of 1M2 bet!'ayed tndia•e 

conaera and at:t1t:ud• tovercts the NoJ:th-eut.~- vf>elhi wu 
' -

too williftg to- w1tta the r:eglod, but un!ci:tunately 

the Q\iaes• stopped tbe ...,.,..,. ana thus ,tb• ·ngicm 

raaioed an iatepal pan of l!Ddt.a. 'J.'he i:ben PI'Ame 
' . . 

JU.ntet• NebW '• etJC!ecb to the aatton ct.Utr ebowa 

bcw well India oared It# the pecpte_·of Nl~b-.astt . . 

• • •• l'l:ca the st.wrategtc vlw pc:tl.at' ·tb~. 
' ~ ~ . 

enti&'e "ft010A U liJikttd Vitb ·tiNt nat Of 
tn61a by a DU"&"OW corr!ae:t. ; 'this nn.ser:a 
the eati!'e •e;ion !a!~euible b7 w~··. 
p,. any tbl'eat to tl'lJ .. slagle liM of 
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OOIU'laetloa will force tbe lndlan OCJvena
._ to wabdrav all llilit817 foroa fro~~ 
the •ev'-•. A ptteb !mB the nM'tb by 
Ollaa u in 1961 t:1t fJ:01I tbe south tbft!UOb 
•• Ber of Btmval by .,.. ••JOJ' PMtl' vlll 
force bd!e to aban4oD tbe tmtll'e regloa to 
lte. fate ••• tbla •lltay wlnor:abtl1'Y 
of tb• t'410ion as ~talt of! fftdl.a eple.iu 1:M· 
c.atrat Govei'DIIWJftt •• ~•luctanoe fc capital 
investment in· tbe nglcm. Thb explains 
q not: enn a •t.n91• blavy Jrt&satt:y baa 
bien aocated biJ:e 4Upitl t:be ebundanc-1 of 
.trwJChatsible raw •telale an tbetegloa 
• •. St .is thtle evident that both t= atemel 
aetm'S.t:t end t.ctunal econo.to 4evel01*1'* 
the pacple can apect nctbing fl'o. belbt.-' 

With euc:!l i>I'GtUDCe Of CODCeh, loyalty to IIXJie caD hardly 

be a questSoD end ao WODttu tbe tb~h-easil t.a tbeiw etrt.tOVl• 

•• aucll slogan• u •• bave oil ed tea ta the p\aSM, 

uaulum 8lM! ot:b.,. prclous llllaetal• .lie bui'J.ed 1ft tbe 
-

llllla. We eaa bay· ldllicDa of tJoltu•t• pclimld• ••~l.t.no• 

_,., yn to m8Q em' •tOlOD tb• irldustriel ~Dtre 

of the 1.8 east.. we bave Dot GJ:aaptd ~ J>otetlalltlea 

-
NU.ckm BSI"mal, D• atbnf! ZaJ.oakm • (De lh1t 
·LeDce.l" Publ.t.caUon, 1981 , p.22. 
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fc tba 1.aet SO yeare. We have been deoelva! by !ata 

lJI'Gmla••· 5 laspite of the c:u \tuzoal and reliot•• 

aff1.D1ty to tb Jldnatl"- the Mlite1a S'lc! Aea-• hav• 

J'etued to aecGpt ttMt lead.:sbip of Delhi. 

"'• abll.tc o:wpd.cm iD the Hol'tlwlast baa l»a 

c•_. by the l'f/Oloagaa attlp-motbel'ly t&'eatmtmt oi\fea 

by tbe .. ~..... a bas-* been a oven!obt ewuptiorl, 

lanfla4 &t \~• .,_,_ a gradual devel~nt. !'oc!lay i:be 

whole. ot I10r:t;b east 8tatea •• deandiag foJ: tbl 

-I'Mtii)Clftatioa of toreJ.tr/ltUa1 fl:cra ftOitb-eut ftftd· 

blcaua of the ecCDDmlc boreoti: •.-J.alty it haa affaeteet 

QJ:eetly the eco~KJ~~W of the countq. '!'be situation hu 

becaae IIC'JI'e •t•iOat with tbe ~»&"C88Dae of t.m~OUIII 

mov....utt all ovor tbe regicm. It' the unit.Y of tbe· 

Uft(f~• beCDIM a a-eality·, ln"i• witb all twa- forca 

will b4t ufteble to f8ft and ao\ve tbe l)I'Obl•• The 

.IIOI'tb.e&R will beCCU141 anotMt VietDaM cw K~c'hea. 

"l"bez'efore a I.e b'o'h t!.- tbat tb• CcWerl'l'n8Jlt ebou ld 

change be policy to ttt. peop'le of aortb-eaat. 

s·. JJ!Y., p.tz•. 
6. tto.n.tonas-• - vcloa• tefti1Jiologie• und 1D J~Cftb-eut 

'ft.l• • ncn 111.1101 1 Dkhu • noD-lCbaeiat 
Maran; • aon-Mettet. (only .tndiaDs ae referred t:o u 
Mayeag•1

, Vai• or Dld\u, not: tM other: tclbal 
c:on.ma.tte•). 
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Comin; 1Mo1C egatft to Manipu, ~be probl• whldb 

oc:maouu the state la a natlty aa • ba&'ltl aut to 

«aok. fta c:mty sotuticm '110Uld lMt to gift fl'•tdom to 

these OJ"Oup• tut web ttolut1on voutd oolr •eo• 
~· lltltJll#ity of Xndl•• Another •aaun could be 

aaapted • tbat of ~4101"CJ•ldft9. tbe statu i1'l tb• Boftb• 

-..-. tn thi• Mttw only a ~litical elution to the 

abting ~»J!dbt• will aolve tbe_probl• p~t~tly.·'Jhu• 

• lecrgaatiJdJ.ora O..ttt•• ahOU1.d be e~Jtablie«< to etttaY 
~ ' ' ; 

aDCJ ¥4tDtga:niee the stetea eoeorc!ISDg to etmic poupa. 

~Ae alr:Ge-'Y said, tbe leaden o~ the vartClta t*1mtc 

cortAmittea bl aa.bl.ed t:.o dl.8cu• out tt.e .,rabl•, 

aad a ~kl~ of give ed talce should adJwtt thell' a&atib9 

cJI.fferencett Aa long q the sttuat.f.oll conttnt.t• tn tbl• 

CODdlt1cm. pmgrua and developt~~tnt camot tat. pla~. 

IUteacJ ttten will follow a .... ~~M of hOdOI' ana . . 
fillllltse.ndllat1011, •• Wille$ -b• JbJia'D ~ will be 

napo.Jlall>l•· 
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*&MJJ;rgS&Je B!RCC& 
Otwemmedt: of Monipuc' • 1015-16-71 ~ 

Matti! PEEWW• Coffieial Repoct > 
lkR IJtlll.mll: SS;JSa llq1tla&n M!!ll!l!• 
\tOl.l (2ftb a4 30th Marcb/I!"Asb, 28t:b, lith May) 

1972 .- .11!8 Sg!J.oD .li!J 
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llQla !f.U!!iop , ltM-61, vol.XXXV.XXI, (~al~ 1967). 

-
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Twelftb s .. sion, 1ne 

A Jleo¥'art~ ~itted to i:be -iM Mlnletel' of Xndla 
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1t80. 
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RIJD, ofiScial egaD of the PJA 

QisMi!t Qmnc&& M!Q111'*· GcMtranent of Manipa' 

fo'rejp eDd Political Develop•nt 
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Appendix M.lP. ~~~~ 
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Maipu C'L'oul'lsm Depan:meut) 

ccwenment of Man~ 
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vol. atel'tKlY .. Special Z.U•• 

Maft&!eato of the National sootaUd CcUneil 
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