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Introduction 

Social mobility rete.rs to tbe •moving up and down of indi· 
vidUal& trom their positions in class, caste and power 
h1erarchiee.tt1 According to Lipset and Bendix, social 
mobility is; 

"the p.roceas by wbich indiViduals more from one 
position to another in society ~ positions which 
by general consent hale been given specific 
hierarchical values." 

Thia paper is aainly concerned with the phenomenon of 
upward mobility, though imaobility and downward mobility 
are alluded to. 
All stratification srstema allow tor some degree ot social 
moblli ty. To the extent that theJ do, they aay be regarded 
as relatively • open• or • closed'. M.N-. Srinivas bas shown 
that even in the traditional, p.re-Britiah Indian society, 
conside~ed as the 'closed• system par excellence,- social 
mobility was possible througb the avenue of Sanek.ritiza­
tion.3 
In this paper, we will examine the avenues of social 
mobility available to, an·d pursued b)', the untouchables 
during the last centu.ry of Bri tisb i'Ule, and in the post­
independence period. Throughout, we will bear in mind 

• 
the changes occurring at the societal level, such as 
introduction ot a cash economy, institutionalization of 
a system of parliamentary democrac7, initiation ot a 
policy of "protective discrimination•• etc. Wbile the 
changes in sooie~J may be regarded as exogenous changes, 
tbe social mov~ents of the untouchables themselves, be 
th .• y Sanskri tization or poli ticization, may be viewed as 
instances of endogenous change. 

1. K.L. Sba~a, The Chanfin& Rural Stratification System 
(New Delhi, t§ti), p. 2S. . . . _. . 

2. S.M. Lipset and R. Bendix, Social Hobili t7 in 
Indus trial· Society (California, .1969), .pp 1-2. 

3. M.N. Srinivas, Sopial Chanse in Modern India (Bombay 
1966). Apart from Sanskrltleatlon, conditions ot 
political fluidity and availability of large tracts 
of ma.rglnallJ/ settled land offered other avenues of 
mobility. The new status was legitimized by the 
tradition~ bar die castes or by the kina. The 
varna framework also provided an easily comprehen-
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# . we baYe ut11lze4 the Weberi81l framework ot _analJaie to 
und.e.ra tand the social 110blll t7 of the UD touobablea. Max ~ 

Veb .. .r ana1Jtloa11J aepaa-atecl the three di..ulona of 
aooial etratlfication.• Be took: •olaea• to ••811 a 
poaition of eooa•1o power (aillilal' to Man:•• concept)• 
wblcll 1• a utter ot obJeotlve .tud&••t; • atatae• on 
tbe othe.r bab4• .rete.ra to tho poal tion baaed 0.11 aoaae 
s taodar4 of Yalue suob. ae breecliGih gooctne•• • racial 
auper1ori ty. Be .recoardze4 tbat ta aaD)f aoolet.iea. statue 
le oloeelr related to ola••• but not alwaJs. soae poai• 
tlona are J>eapeotect, tbou&h its ·inoWibent• ue poor. 
'fbue,. -iYebel' uped ~t 'cla••• status aa4 poWI.r are 
ana1Jtioa11J separable variables in tbe •r• t• of aocial 
at.ratlt1catloD.6 

Followin& tbl1 .lifte of anal)'aia • we baYe oonaiderad not 
onl)' the eoonoaio variable, but cultural aoblll t)' 81ld 

.,_ aoblli t7 tbroaib the· av•ute of poli tioiaa•ton aa well. 
we baYe aousht to interrelate $be tbree di•eoaione of 
aooial atratltleation, and to view it in the wider 
penpeotiYe of ohanaea at tbe aooietal leYel. 

( The pttl'pose of tltie paper, then, ,.. to aee to what uteo t 
baYe tile a•enu•• of &8118k.ri tization. weeteralzation, 
ooaveraton to olber l'eli&iou, political participation, 
edUcation, oooupatlonal •obilitJ and urbanization been 
adop'&ed bJ the un'&ouobablea, wblcb. ot these aYeDUea ba•e ' . 
been do.tnaot.la the two· tiBe perlodt under oonalderatlon, 
-u4 bow euoceaetAl have theae a:venue• been in the aoolal 
aobll i tr of the ua touobablea. · 

.ailllt. all•tadla, theoretical 110del• and tbe 
~.•oblle oaat••. or J..A!!!. oou.ld olala •uberabip 
lD one or anothe.r vama. ~sriniYaa, lbld. 

•· Max Weber, "Clue, Statu and Part)'•, a s t t 
~-·-r ti n -·a.n r t ve era c 

end x and s .11. p•e ed. LondOn, 
5. W.G • .RtmCillllD ( '*Claae, Statue anct Powel"" Sgoiy 

1 strat.tt
6
toeUf!!h J .A. Jasaon <•4) •. (L. ondml, .'lt18)) 

ana A. i'liiUe ue of tile •- view. Detellle laJ&t 
claaa, atatu and power "are baalo structural pbeao••a 
•.•• wbloh are IOUD4 to exlat in all aooietiea. Tbeae 
•ua& pl'ope.rlJ be deaodbed .. eoo1a1 facta. fbar are 
aoolal facta to the extent that tbeJ ex:let tn4epen4en.tlJ 
ot wbfit \ iruU.vidUale think or I eel abOut tboa and ln 
the aenae Ulat tbeJ cannot be cban&ed aooo.rdlna to the 
will and pleaaure of individUala.• A. Beteille, 
Jpegufll tz.. 1!!4 social . Chan&•• ( Delbi. .to '12) , p 3. 
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), 'lbu, we will oonaidel' the eoolal 110blli iJ ••••• ot 
~ the untouohablea ill both tbe ritual 81UI eeoulal' lpbel' ... 

./ ADdl'e Betellle polnta out •the OOIIPailo& d41118Dda ot 1tatas 
ud powe.r•6 ed bJpotbealcea that the lower oaat .. will 
tnoreulr&&lJ tua to pow• aa an aveoue of .old. Xi tJ• 

•sino• la4ap1Jl4eoe • .• • . the eiiPha•u ••- to 
be a.b11Una t&"oa SaDak.l'ltiaaUon to oapetlUon 
tor _ppaltloaa ,~~ottloe M4 pctwel'. 1 .. t app .. n 
tb.e.Vat 11811{~ pv&.~~ta the d•a~uta ot pl'•tl&e ao4 
power co•• ~a to ooafllot. "'Ia the Joal'e to 
ooae, us.r •111 lnol'eaatnalY tu.ra. to poll tioa 
~ an aveaae of •obili tJ. •f _ 

-~" T.K. oo•• auaaeate that the 11eou1ar •••u1e~ of edUcation 
x- aod econoalo a4Vano-t be &iYe pl'loritJ oYer the ritual 

apben. Jo a JtudJ, of attltu4el baao4 on. data colleote4 
troa· aeven Bajaatbani Yillaa•• be toan4 tbatc _. 

•secular p.reatlae affeotina behaviour ia aor• 
oban&e prone tbaa 'iluallJ polla. li.na b.ebav1our. 
There la •ucb SJ'eate.r ru swoe to iDt•l'­
aUrJlaa willl 'the utoucbabloe or pe.,.ittin& 
tll• to ea tar teaplee uaaa· tbel'e ie to aaakifta 
aYallable to ib.a oppo.rtUilitiea for edaoation 
or exteadifta to thea special eoon~o 
ooao .. aioaa.•e 

Reno•, be aqa, edUoatloa. shOuld be taken as the etrateglo 
polA t of a t-'7 lD •oola1 cbarlge, as it wul d • tail 
aln~iaatlon of aoolal ooate.9 

f. lbld1 P• D3. 
8. t.K. Oo•eJll· •Str-ata&J for Social Oban&es A Study of 

votoaobabll tr, lfK•e•ip '9A Pti~S&eal !llklz, 
JUDe 22, 19M, p 5; · 

o. s. Sbukla conteoda that aD attack oa tbe inatl tuUoa r 
of watoupbabllltJ allould be OaJ"rie4 ou.t on both fronte -
1'1 tual aod non-J"ltual. For -~~~•. ••n provlsl on of 
eff .. t1ve eduoatlonal 1$0111t1ea involve•, •a•t oftea, 
thoae obaa&•- lraitiatlq aotlv1tlee, both ritual ana 
Jlon-ri tual, to 11bieh tl» non-un touobablea allow euol\ 
areat 1'8S1atance. tbus 1 \heir lees unfavourable . 
attitude to edUcation, apeoial develop•ental proa.ra.aea 
and econ011ic oonoeeaiona teod8 to t•' DUllltied b7 

, ~ ~"••latanoe to ritual utte~e 1 ke elttin& toa-tber 
(at 8oheo1) touoblraa el' 41'awhaf wa tel' f.roa t.be ••• 
well.• Alao. $he atl'ateaio po at of 1Ul'll7 1187 be · 
po11,ioal orpnlaaU.on., and. not eckloatil)n. s. Sbukla,· 
•stratear for social Cban&ea A c~ent .. , ~conpalc end. 
lt\itlg!J. pteklJ, Deo. 14, 1968, pp 1918. 
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!be queatioa arlee• aa to wbethe~ an1 aooial aobllitJ ~at 
•1 haYe occurred, la ln the aatu.re of iadlvi'daal ol' aroup 

.I
IIObill'&J. /Pit.rlla Sol'okin cletine. •. ind1vl4ual •. obllitr ae 
•a tntil tratioa of Ule iadlvidtlale of a loft• atrata into 
an ezle tbg higher oae•!D and aroup aobili tJ .. •aa _ 
insertion ot auOh a a.roup into a blghor strat.a. -lbetead 
of • ·OI' si •• b7 •lde wl ill• tbe exis tlag aroap• o! this 
atratu.•1• Be •tat• that 11hl1e iadJ.'ridllal aobllltJ le 
•relatiYelr ooiiJIOJl eel coap.reeaaible•, 1 t te 8 tbe Jtlee 
8114 tall of a.roup• (that) auet be considered 110:re 
ca.retullJ. ~-tl 
SotoklD alao ldeotifiel two tJpea ot eocial aobili1Ja 
Yel'tloal a&l4 borisontal. ~J •ertloal aobilltJ .be aeans 
*the relations involved in a traraal tion ot all ladi•lael 
fl'oa one eoolal a'tratu to aaoU.er• • 13 V•a-tloal 110blll tr 
aar be .t tiler •uoea41n.a •• 4eeoea4laa. oa- eooial ollabiq 
01' aooial alDkill&• • t• The ohalm•l• of Yertioal aobill \J 
ue eduoa'Clon • •eal tll..aaattoa. poll tical put lea, fuilial 
tiee, eto, o.o the other band, ~br bol'izcmtal •octal 
•obllitr or ahl!d.og, ta aeaDt tb.e traaeiUoa of an 
J.odlYidUal or aooial obJect froa one aooial poup to 
8llother situated on the ••• leYe1.•15 Thu 1 the uitt ~ 
froa acriolll~urer to fa~tuJ head ia aa 
Wta.lloe ot llorisoDtal •obilitr. At the ••• tiae, Ule 
WI. touobable 11bo en ten the top rants of tile goYeruiD' 

Ye.rtical aobtttt;v. 

·~bureau.. o.raor, . or wllo beooaea a emall faJ'IIer on bls . o• 
pleoe of larul, •&J be regarded aa havlna expeJ~lenoe4 

In anJ etu4J of aoclal MbllltJ. it 1a itapol'tant to 
~define the~lt of aaobillif• A8 stated aboYe, •• will 

coutdel' tbi' pheaoa-.oA of indlrielual 110bilit7. 'l'be 

. 
d. !f • Pi tl'ia A. Sol'okln t Sooif!! gpf CUJ tggl Mtbili ll 
p- (Bew Yo.d£ itlt) 

tt. Ibid• p ta•. 
aa. lbi4, p aaa. 
t.B. lhldt p 133. 

••· Ibi4, p taa. 
ta. Ibldt p 133. 



•oblJ.e 11811 aervea ae a aodel ot •alation to bla oaste · .· 
fello•, and aaJ alao pJ'OYlde tbell wltb leadenblp. But 
wbat 1•••1 of aroap1Dg ia Ulia paper o0l'loeme4 wltht . 

/"• SllYene.ra euu•te a eeriea of Ubltl of IIObllltJ .. aa.&laa 
fi'·OII •extended faailr o.r 1ooali•e4 llaeaae• Ulrotllh •latra­
\'!J.Iaa• ocou.pational a&&J~tgate, village .jatl l'tPr••-­
-..tlon, aarrtqe cll'ole, •u.J. tlvlllaae liaeaa• o.r olantt · 
to •enUre ..-,cJoaaaoae •••oolaUOii*. 18 MOl[lalllu.rlott 
diatiaplabea three uatta. ot 8DalJaia bJ their atnoturea 
and aotlvttiea Ia atratlficatlon: Jfitaal oo.rporatlon•, k~ 
poupe and ladiv.t. dllaJ.a. 1 f · 
~ the tml t of aobilltJ, •• will take IU&e, lnoluelve 
oaete cluatere aa.ob. aa llallar, Radar, lsbaYa, PlllaJa• 
Mala, Madiaa1 Dallk, Dba.aak, PPl, cbblabt, Sikli&Brt 
etc. Bea.rlna t.a · at.ad· the conatralate of Ule u. Phil. 
pJ-oar-•, lor wbloll tile data ia cterivett f.ro• •econdal')' 
•our••• • •• bave bad. . to .-pl or the 1aa1 ui t of analJ&ie 
aa le used lD lbe available literature,. eucb aa oenaua 
Repo.ru. •ODogl'apba bJ 11uUan aa4 tordp lobola.ra. 
utiolel lD Jooraala aad a .. papeJ'a, et.o. Needle•• to 
eaJ. for Ute Ph.D~ • tile 4efiaition of the ual t, aa aleo 
the aeaau•ent of aoeial •bllit)' will be •ore preols• 
aad •peoltloallJ l"ela ted to a local area. (the p.I'He.nt 
a tU47 118J be aeegal'ded ae a llaCJ.Io-1 tud;r t. oonoehecl aa it 
1• witb ln• .. tlgat.t.ng oortaln trendB of aoolal -.biil&y 
aaona tbe uatoucbablea durin& tbe period of Brltlab 
nle ad in tbe poat•indepeadenoe pel'io4t;· 
t'lle sobedaled oaatea conatl tate a lara• put of the poor 

,Jr;y and backward a action.• of oul' •oole. '. r. In a441 Uon to 
~~ thell' eoooo•loallJ depreaaed poeltloa. tbef bave to 

contend w:l Ul varioua ritual dl•abili tiea. It ia 
iaportant to etudr '&bell' aoclal aobilltJ ••••enta, ar&d' 
tbe probl ... tbtJ enooUDter 1n their attempt• to be 
1ategl'ate4 iD:to Indian eooletr. ror, oo eooietF oan 
reaard· itself •• aodernise4 aa lOb& a• ita aeabe~• 

te. J. Sllverbera, •Colloquia. an4 Interp~etiYe conolD­
•lons• • soeitl !f~billg ~ tht CAP &f SJs,te lD lndlp, 

< •• Baa••· ttee J p tao. 
iT. lloKia Marriott, ·~bid, p 121. 



pl'aotise the kind. of disorirllnat.lon baaed on asos-iptiYe 
ol'ite.ria1 whlcb i1 aaaocia'&ed wltb the iaatltutiora ot 
untoaobabiti•r. 
~~ Sgbe§9Jed QM l.!! , . . 

The utouobablea were at first otficiallJ Jmown aa the 
"Dep.reaaed Claas .. " and ~•"•stertor caatee•. In 18t!1 

'lbe O.pres••d Classes • acoordlaa ·to the then lad1an 
Legillat1•• CoWlcll, included orialnal and nnde.rias 
tribea, abori&lnals an4 untoucbableJJ. But soon, tile 
ori teria for lno1uaicm. ln the Depreste4 Claaset bee•• 
• an touobablli t)'• • I a 19 if • s i.r Henq Sha.rp 1 Bdaoa tio.o 
couiealoner. GoYedlla•t of ladla1 atate4 that "the 
depl'ueed olaasea tors the uncleari oaatea ldlose toucb 
or even abadow b pollution ••• n18 Aooordlll&lr. be 
p .. epue4 a list of Depl'•eecl Claasea. The lodlan 
Franobiae coul.,t.oa t~~pbasize4 la ita .-eport 'that 
aboriginal t.rlbee abould not be lnola4e4 in tbe 11at of 
Depreased Olaasea. 
Later. a. a. Allbedka.r felt the need to 4o away with Ule 
tent •nepreaaed Classea•. At tbe Setloa4 Round fable 
conference be aal4, 

"tile uiatiaa aomenclatur• of Depl'eased. Cl••.-. 
ia ob:J eotec.t to bf aeebera of tbe Dtp.reaae4 
Claaad • • • • I t a depadlna aDd oon te11p tuo~ 
ao4 aclVaD taae •ar be take of tills occdlon 
tor drafting tbe new ooDilllutioo to alter for 
ofliolal plll"poeea the exiatina aoaenolature.• tO 

. · ·Ia reapoaae to tb.ie .requett, Ute new ten •sobe4111e4 

cast•• .a. iatrodaoe4. 
/7 /The o.ri terla adop. te4 tor lacluelon ln. Uae sobe4u.lecl caste 
V / liat •••• •octal, educatioaal and. •. eoaoalo baot.u-d'Desa 

\ arlaing oo t ol the • tiaaa ot un touchabill '&7. Thu • 
•schedUled cas te• hu been defined oa ritual arounu ,v­
bn t the ln4lan goYeftlllent haa tried to ~11p.roYe the . 
the aeoala.r ooadi tlon ot 'lbe untouabablea. •a, deaian. 
or bJ bappenstanoe, it baa beea ao.re ooaoe.rnect wl tb 

18. ~~~.&\~!2,.~~~~~r£!S~WU24!!l~W!!!t Vol. i, 
1 • para 

tD. x. santbaaaa, Mbedta&"'a Attgol (Now U.lhi, 19«6), 
pp ... s. 
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power and povert71 ettucaU.on and emplo)'llent, tban with pollu­
tion and related c.tisabili ties!20. 
Tbus, tbe Oonstttutloa provides for re~ervation ot eea~a 
ill tbe legislatures and tor reservation of eppoiatlsents 
o.r pos ta in favour ot the Sohedllle4 cas tee, as well as 
aan7 edooational a1ul welfare acbemes. Termed bf eome 
achola.ra as the •polior ot protecUYe 41ecriatnatloD• • l 1 
is an att_,t to belp tbe untoucbablea to "catch Up" vi tb 
tbe general po»Ulation regarding tbe v~lous l~Oi~ea ot 
aeeular status. 
Today • tbe.re ue about 80 ail lion aeabera o.t the Sohedllle4 
castes. fhe7 are BOt oonoentrate.4 in an)' par.tioulu 
reaio.n, but are soatter•4 tll.rougbout the lengtb. and bread.th 
of the coWl try. The bette~ lmovn UarlJan oaa tos include 
Pallo, ParalJa (Tamil Nacln), Mala, Madi&a (ADdb.ra P.radeab) • 
Maba.r (Maha.raahtra), Cbamar, Bbanai' (PUDJab, u.P., Blba.r), 
Ohel'uman, Pula)'a.n (lel'ala) •· Bole7a (~atoka) and Bogdi 
( wes l Bencal) • 
The Sohedllle4 castes aze b)' Do means a bomoaenous oatecorr • 

•In each linpiaUo area ~e.re aro a few UUiJu 
eaetea •hlcb to.ra a bie.rarOb)',. fbe leatber• 
.o.rkiD& Cbomar 1D Uttar Pradesh consider• . 
himself superior to the Bbarlai, a sweeper. The 

.../ Kaanada Boleya plao .. biaaelt above tbe Madiaa. 
Be proGdlJ atreaaea tbe tact tbat he doea not 

~ accept oven water or betel 1ea1 trea el Ule.r tbe 
S•1 tb o.r the Marta Drahllln. •at . 

' 

......_,__ 

There is a tradi tio11a1 l"ival.ey betweetl Mala and Madi&a. 
•Mala OQd Madip between tbeaaelve• obael"f'e 
ao.rup1lloua segregation •••• Tbere la aadl a 
deep.seated antaaoni1a between tbeee oo.manitlea 
'Ulat the verJ name of the one oauaea irritation 
in tbe o tbel'. the a word dance ot uae Yo.diaa 
which roms an essential part of their cer•onlea 
ia the aoat deapioable tiling tor '&be Mala. •aa 

20. Lelah DU8btb., •scheduled caete Politloa•. ¥n'ouohab&et 
,ln ¥ont•porarz; JDdia, J.M. Mallar (ed.) (Aat una iitzJ, 
p 1 i. . .. 

/1;,11. U.N. Sltaivaa,· •social Structure•, !be Gazetteer gf 
/j/ ~. (Nev Delbl, tD66) couotr.y and People. Vol. 1, 

~. . 

aa, N. subba Re447• •co..unttJ coatllot aaona the 
Depressed eaatea of ADdbra•, quoted in ceoaue ot 
~ 1911, Sobedllled caatea .ot Tamil Nadu. Vol.II, 
'Seilis 19• Pdl ftl, p 419. . . : _. ~ .. _. -~. 
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tn fact. tbe BaJ'lJ&a odta llaJ be said to .rep.reeut a 
aiorooo.•• of tbe .. eaete 8Jat .. , baYiaa all the oharaoterie•_ ;1 
tioe ,. ll1erarehr, actoa•r· aa4 dtapate about ••latl•• V 
• taw. ' the at,..,, of paitl oular oae ,.. to ..... throuah 

9/ the a••ue of Sanlkritintlon re1ulta in fal'tbu 
l clit!erentiaUOD betweea the Buijaa eaatelt alooe the ·. 

Sanalu:J.tislaa caate retuee to interact wl lh Ute otb.eJ.' 
Hari.)an oastee ou the ••• level, 1ft Ol'der to Htahlisb 
It• 1upe.rior statue. on Ule oUter llaad; polltioit&Qtio.n 
calli tor anap · oobeaioa ad uai '7 of tbe SobeG!led 
Cal 118 ~ BlfoJ:tl have been aa4e ia this di.reoUon. but · 
have aet with Iiiii tH auooeaa. Pol" laa tanoe, Ule Mala 
.ad lladiaa co•ope.rahCl 1n tbe .Adi•Abdbra •••••t in 
soutb India in tile 1900s. 

17;ae sobedlllecl Oaitea aa-o ao tatepal part of the Binda& 
7- soolal et.ruatu•• tbOU&b ootside the foul'to14 varna 

aob .. e. s.riaivaa write•• 
-Aooo,dlna to tb• varaa aodal, tbe HarlJaae o~ 
tmtouobab1e• are ouuide Ule oaat• •J•t• and 
contact with ·uarlJau pollotu meabere of '&h• 

. othu four vamae. aut it eoo-.oatc. eoolal 
and even r1&ual relatioD.a bctlteen tbo Cafl'tes 
of a &-eglOD 81'0 tak.• in to accoUD t, BariJ ana 
to.ra an iDtea.ral part ot the ere•••" Tbe7. 
pertora oertaia eaaeattal economic talks to 
asricul tare. tbey M"e or ten 'f'l11aae eenaote, 
•oaYege.rs aad •'!eepers and U.J beat the 4l'Uil 
at 't'illaa• t•tivala arut r•ove the leaYee oD 
whiob people bave dine4 at o•n•Qai tJ dinn•n. •aa 

Tboap a pa.rt ot tile nindlt social eta-aotue, the Ba.rlJaaa 
bave auttued a pa.l"ticalal"lJ <leil"ade4 position 1n lliDdll 
soeietJ. which waa- eaDctloned by ·ae ooacept ot purltJ 
and pollution in the Bhldlt rellaicm• · Aocudlna to Louie 
JlllllOnt •. the principle Wlclel"lJio& the ~tderal'obJ of U&• 

caste •r• t• J.e tbe • true tur• of oppoal tioaa bwtweea 
the pur• and impure. 

•thl• oppoeition t.mderll• hie,arObJ; wbloh ia 
Ua• .eupNiori t1 of U. pue ·to tbe iapu.re, 
ude.rliea eeparati.on beoauso th. pure aDd irapure ••t be kept separat•, aa4 uo·de.rllee the 41v1a.ion 
ot labour beoauae pal'e au4 bapure oooupatloue 
llltet J.lkewise be kept ••parate.•24 · 

a3. M.N. snni••• ~gcl£11.Pl!eae u Mast•m JcStla, P '· 

2C. LOuia DUIIont1 8~110 Blel'ercbieuerfte Oaete Sl&'&!J! 
pd ty lgl oi i§p~,' ( onion, II ) • p 15. ' 



Ia _lodta. aa1• Daoat, tbe J'eaoval ot laapuritr I.e entruated 
to apeciallata, aacb u the barber ar.td watbel'llall1 wbo bJ 
virtue ol tbelJ" IWloU.oaa liad 1he•el'l'el llvill& penaa­
nentJ.J 1D a atate ·of iapuwltr, wtd.ob the otbera etw iato 
onl)' t.-po.ra.rilJ. 26 A8 tbe oow la ootuatdere4 taore4, the 
untooohablea who bave tme oneroua taak or 41-.oaiag of tbe 
dead cattle, are regarded aa iabaecl wlUl ilapu.rltr.- BYea 
tbe dniU ued bf Yillage ban4a ue __ l"eaatde4 aa btpure, 
einoe tbeJ de aade ot HiD• and the aeabera ot 'rillaae 
baa.da, tbe ParalJaD In tbe aoutb and Doa ia tJae au.Jb, ue ------1'18Ude4 u beiDa in a pei'II8Dea t • tat• ot '-uri tJ. Thu, 
oaaoat oonaldera the rationale behind tbe iottitution of 
Wltouobabllltr to be pritltd'ilJ a .reliaioaa one. 26 Bat, 
acoordln& to A. Beteille, it I.e alao related. to tb.e no'&lon 
or .bJ&iene. 2' Po.r •oa•aaera, oz .r..overa of dirt ue alao 
.reaarded aa rt tual17 UJJoleaD bJ Ute Biadlle. · 
1 t la aot · aurpl'itlna tb• • atve the aeanpUon or Uae 
antoaobablea. tbat tbelr llf .. tJle ~ qnalitativelr 
4itte .. •t rn• that of tile app•r oaat... A. Beteille not•• 

•ae reli&iou pl'aotio• of lfad.Jeu a.re llaJ".te41r 
41ttel'ent •~•• tboae or tbe uppel' outea. sau-
kl'itto ••••ta oooupJ a •inor poaltlon la '&bell' 
l'elialoaa ayat•• Tbla ia ude.rataadable eil.aoe 
Bal'i.t•• ue tradltionallJ .not adlllt'&ed to the 
•a_1o.r Jd.a4U teaplee and tlleJ ue ut 1ened bJ' 
Bl'abllln prl" t1. Tlleir worablp otn ta-ea la.raelJ 
uoand local del tlea and cteaona who are pa-op1-
tiated w1 Ul 81liul aacl'lfioe and aon•Salll.t.ri tic ........... 

;1;r wri tias about tile Cbailar • G. w. Brie&• •&J•• 
If •fhe.re la auoh in '&hei.r aupentitlona an4 ia tbeir 

oaatou •••• tbat aeta tb• off b7 th-elvet~ ao 
tar aa the ArJaD OJ* the HindU ia coaoel'aecl •••• 
tile feu of «•••• and the pl'inoiplea ot apiri t 
po••••ion are evei'J11bere·takea into account, 
aDd -.Iioloua api.rlts and 4eaoaa of 41aea.e are 
UDlYeraallJ feaated. NODe of theae eleaala of 
pl'i•ltive belief al'e bo.rrow•d• tbeJ o•• fJ"• tbe 

aa. Ibid, p 48. 
28. Ibid, p 4'1. 
If. A. Beteilt•• •PollaUcm arut PoYal'tJ•, pntoachablea,_ln 

pont!!ROI'arr Jpdla, J.M. Mabal' (e~). . 
aa. A. Betellla. •The Ba..rl.tan• of India•, caatea: Old. and 

New: ft•:Jt !n, sigle!;st:ruofprt 814 sOi!aJ' 1161¥-: _. . p t on, t 011 Dlo ·, p t. 
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atrata in 'tddoh the Cb-ra ~th ... elYee ue totUut.•81 

4/ fbu, the Barl.l•• ••~"• at tbe;towemoat leYel ot. tbe Jndaa 
aoolal atratltioatlon 17et•• Bow ... er, it cannot be aal4 
tbat tb•• waa no social ao-.t.litJ_ of tile aatoucbablel 

.,..p~· . 

pJtlor to Bl'l deb .rule. Baidaa, a cobble&-, en.d Kablr. a 
T . • 

weaver, ~••r• aooepte4 b)' the areat ll"aMall teachft Mel 

plllloaopher Bamanud1 anti beoue bhakU. aainta ••••1YM. 
fbe bb.aktl ault belcl that. aa1vatl011 waa po••lble foJ: tbe . 
llad,JaD who •• a alnoel"e 4•vot•• of G04• Ia hl• fauue 
kirSE• ( devo·tloaal aonp) • Saua_.ra _o.v., tb.e areet bbakii 
•alnt of A&saa aaict. . 

•The Mleobbat who eat dOll pa,ptifJ tb••aJ.•.a bJ 
lia&laa t.be bde of God. Tile Cllaadala whO oralr 
aiqe '&be aa•· of Barl will proper11 ueout• tbe 
fwaoUon ot a aaol'lflo•,•~ 

Ia authu bfiiD he teaob•• ./ 
"Tbat CbaDdala at the Up of 1dlole· tonaue ia the ••••a• of BUi 1a to be· placed 1a til• !d. &beat 
eauaauon .• •at 

converaion to I•l• otte.recl a potuUal avenue- of eoolal 
aobllltJ 41lr1as tile period of UUlia nle. But did it 
bda& about a obaoae' ta. •te.tu? · ' 

~•n&pn Y l!lllfl 
AoOOI'4lD& to Jai1aa Abaed, 

·.it ia detlbtfd if oonYu•i.oa. of J.owei" aroupe 
M lel• aotualll bnopt aboat a rl•• la tbeil' 
•tatu. All ava lable eriduoe so•• to abow 
that atataa laequalitiea oontiauecl to u.ilt 
llllOb. .. beto:re. It ..,.. lloWYe ... baYe ltrotgbt ' a 
about a peyobolo&loal ,..,.a1u•Uoa ol a ... ilYH. • 3 

Fo.r, IIUI~• •ooletr. bad developed ita o• bluarcbJ ia Ole 
lradl.• ooa'tat, 8114 tb.e Hal'l.Jan ooaYo.rte ••• located at 

'\. -
the bottoa oJ Uaat blel'arollJ. Gbau ADeu.l. w.rlt•, 

•t~m~ p.r .. et-4aJ MUll• aool.etr ia India 1e 
diri4ed lato fou raa.1o.r a.ro:r•· · flleJ ue 
(I) tbe Aehraf wbo traoe tbe ~ o•i&la to tor.taa 
l&Ddtl auOb: a1 .uabia• Penia, tu.wkie teal o.r· , 
Aflbaftl•t•• (JJ) Ute BiD4aa of tiigb.•r till'• 

ao. G.!a .. a.tcaa. 1!.• Sb!H!'• ( 1020). repl'illt (Delhi, i9,6). 
p • •• . 

:io. Stepben Pucbe, bbtiJlpu• EDPb•tl (BoabaJ, DIG) , tao. 
31. Jbicl. p .... 

31. latlu Uoa in Ja4l• 
l•l••t · • Attar 
Sin&b \ 



who weJ'e oonve.rte4. to Jal•• (III) the oleaa ooOu­
. paU.oaal .oaatea and (IV) the oonveru t.roa tilt 
atouobable oaatea: Bbaagi (aoaY~ser), CbaqJI 
( $amler) etc. •33 · · · 

fhua, ooJl.Yerlion to J'slaa dld aot b'lal about abJ' .ohuae 
ill the atatue ot the Hal'i~aaa.· 1lbO ooatb.••• w lie · 
reaar4ed aa low and polluUas bf tile etb.r liUll•• X• 
a atudl or Koplabl in Keralat v.s.ptsoua ao·t•e tbat 
the low•t 11118lla oaet• •baY:e ••P.:rate ilo•t.pl••• separate 
:rtli&lou. o~sanlsattona.and aeparate burial a:roua41.•3' 
lA a atUdJ of Muliu ia 081outta,. it Wd 1011114 tllat. 

•tbe •••t diataYoued aroap te tile Lal B•al . 
(aweepen) fi'O• whoa tlo o._ ~-will · 
reo.tve too4. QalaDder. and fJbo))l oo•• aut 
wltb wha otbeJ' aroupa aYoid baria& co•••aJ. 
.relatio.ntblpa W.b11e these •111 aot ••• w1 a 
Ule Lal Deai.•a& I. . • 

ID 'Ule tollowlaaa Ohapt•••• · .. will ••• 'Ute aature alld 
extebt of aooial ubllitJ of the UD:louohabl••• It• *• 
ait~.Dlnete•Ut centUJ7 011warda. 



TWO 

-\¥);~ soolal Mo. billtr : 1114-n.~neteenth 
/ ""~to a1o-tw81ltietb century·. · 

j 

fbe aoolal aobilitJ •o•••ts of ••• QQiouobable oa•t•• 
duiD& Brl tisb .rule r•celvet aa llapetu t.r611. aaooeaa 
obtaln•d la Ute eoonoai~ 4l•eu1•• llhlob ~~ade tbele 
oaates. to ••• ••••• econoJJicallJ ln4epe.ndeat of lb• 
patro.a-clle.ot .relaUonablp pl'eYaillb& ln the Ylllqea~ 
llaDJ aeaben of tbMe oae ••• were abl6 to attorct ao 
ecluca tloo. The "• ta tua dilaoaano•• ·OJ' inoonamenoe 
crea'&td bJ tbt• eituatlon _.. aeupt to be r•ove4 lt7 
.reaorUna to Sanekrltiutlon and wntenaization. fhe1e 
1181 be reauctocJ aa. tbe •apWU'dlJ aobile oaetea•. oa 

I • ' 

tbe o\bar band. a lar&e aa.be' of oaatea ••r• pauperized 
bJ the aeohard.sattcm intro4Uoe4 bf the Drl ti•h. 

ln tbe tradi tloaal, pr.,.Brittab, lndiaD aootelJt 
tbe Wltouobables •••• eoon0Jdoa117 dependent oa tile 
uppeJ oaatea. '.l'be axploitaUv• aatu.re of the Jalaaai 
,,.,., Wl4er whlob UleJ labolll'e4• baa belli 4eaori.becl 
bJ T.o. Be14el... De detiaee it aa 

•a fadalistio •J•t• ol p.r .. otibe4 buedi taq 
obli&aUou of p&Jilenl aa4 of oooQPaUonal end 
o•.r•onlal datlea, bet1Me two ... •.r• •peoitlo 
t•ill .. of difte.rut oaatea in tbe ••• 
1 ooall tr. •ae 

I.a the JaJ••l •J•t•• be • .,., J..U4 1• tbe ••• iapo.rtant 
po1fe.r 4eteaiJlan\., an4 aa 1 t la unequallJ di•lct•4• 1t 
&1••• ri•• to aa esploltatlve •J•ta. 31 !be ;J-.1•an1 
haqq or Jti&bt• wore treated aa pi'Opvtr aa lh•r ooald 
.,. eold. eabdiYlde4, ao.rt1a1•4•. iabel'ited $1" &I•• 
la dowy. fhe upper oa•tea ten~d to be .1!.1•!!!1 eo4 
the lonr outea H!~· 
Ia ••• pal'tl of the OOIUltl7. oleYe.rr •• pJ~aotia•d· 
SaraaDD.l writea., 

•PalQaa h •be be&ioniq of the ldaeteea'&b 
oe&tlli'J did not haYe a lite of .. thei.r 01Jil. 
TheJ neYel' worked. or eunod a livina foJ' 
tbe•.t•es. lhei..r entil'e life wae dep-eJutent 
on tbei.r uaten. Tbey did not ••• •• thelr 
cbil4ren. TbeJ be&ette4 Ob.il4reG ao tbat tbe. 
aaste~ oould bave • oontiauoua aopplJ of 
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wo.rkera. Naturallf, tbeJ 4ld not. llake 4eol•i•e or 
plau •l thel' fol" Ul-elYd 0~ for tbd.r otdldren. 
TJ:ud.r U•• wu wbollJ Ulei.r maeter•a, and UlQ bad 
ao pa.rtlcular bonn Ul•r oonl4 oall 'Uleil* OWih llot. 
a c.1aJ in a week waa gran tecl tba for .r• t o.r for , .. ., ....... 

Apart In• laboUlftl 1ft th• tleldl, '&be oooapaUona ol the 
uateaobablee ••r• liDtte4 to oe~tain 4eflllag talks, aaoh 
a• eoav•&lng, . 4ta1loa 1a llld•• 8ll4 etlu, naYlo& and the 
like. '1Jla4e •• otber luoraUYe oocupaUou ware deaiect to 
th•· 

v;/ I!OD!!~I, Japtpt ,ol •. go&ea1AL.Ilfll_t · 
/d. the Brld.ah abttlisbed·sla••Z7 ia :l~t3. _ fh., 48troduee4 
~'-· a oub eotmOilJt ancJ bll'•ct labour on a oOiltl'aetu.al balta 

to work on tbe•r tea aar4eu. Tb.e at.elona.ri •, wl tb 
aD •Je 011 aainins. ooaverta, provided e4ttoa'tloa M4 
tiru&nolal aelatuoe to th• loww oast•• aad ••• 
pr .. aariweil tbe 1ooa1 a••••,.ent to iDtrcu.11toe eben&•• 
wblob would heatlit u... SOlie oooapaU.on• of the low 
OM tea were r~piaed aad rewar4e4. OD tbe other ballet, 
oihe.re .•ere a.trer1e11 affected bJ tile aeollaaiMUoa 
1atl'oduoe4 bJ Ule British. Below. we will fJee the 
dl:ftel'•dial lapaot o:t oolOG1aJ. .rule on the eoonoaio 
ooa41 tion of tbe untollobable ces$ee. 

ti~r soae oottas.e lndWJt.l'iet o.r o.ratt• aoob ae wea'VIoa, · 
J(annlna. pot'l•I'J• .baaket.-aakiq, •op...ai.na, aatu• 
of feudal ••- of wal':fare etc. weJ.te bit bJ the: aeoha­
ni.zatioa lntl'oduoed bJ tbe Bri tleh;· ·fbe ••bera ot 
the•e oastQ ••r• pauperiaed, Gild tb7 ha4 '$o aoppl••• 
thd.r income b7 takill& to aarloal ture laboul'. on tb• . 
whole, their econ•lo ooaot tlon baa deteriorated. a•o•t 
atadie1 ol. the1e OOUUDities sbow Ulat, in tp1$e ot 
ao••maent ai4 to theae oottaae b.dU t.ri•• ® Ule7 h•v• 
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not reooYe.red fl'oa tile oolcmial lspaot on their ocoa-
paUou. , 
A •tudJ ot •• tl'aditioaal weaV'ws of ~edaba4 ctlatrio't 
abo• 'Ula.t "U1eJ were aoable to 0011pete wl th tbe l'fl.Pld 
apanelon 01 tbe tutile allls to ·that oi tJ10 Tbe 
•ill pndllo• oHap•r- and tlaae,. olotll b brisht ooloure 
aad YiYid dealp•, oapa.r•4 to •• coano cloth 

p.roduoe4 ~»r til• tl'adl Uonal ••••••, tb• Vaa.ke.rs. Tho 
••••r• u• tao•ct wl'tb dwiruUlaa eu,pll• ol :ram of 
aa bt•J'ior g_uaJ.itJ. 'lheJ adh•~• to .out-tta•ed ••tbodl 

r-

of proOttotlon. 11k• pi&.tbf9W ahuttlt lOOMt .mioll 
Jlel4 low •••• or o•tputpu dal1i .;ob weave.r •n• 
en hi• ••• failloa ~ •wia• ~·litt of ~'iaDl­
saUoD12 ftl., aa.•o .baY• p.robl_. of lla.rketlq tlloil' 
aatel'ial. !lbu, the)' are uaable to st.d up eo tQ 
o011petlUon fn. Vt• texUJ.t alll••. Slat)' perctot of 
tile Vaate.ru ••r• oo•p•ll•d 'to ct've up &bell' •l'adid.oaal 
oooupatioo to' aartoaltUral labou•• wblle tbe rest 
euppl•enied theb ••aa,.• iaoo•t 1d tb 1f0l'k 1A ,the· tie1cSa1° 

Tilt tanntaa &a4Us't17; tritb aiob tbe C'-ar le 
tracd. tloaall J daooia te4, ball aleo beeo Wlfavou.rablr 
affected b)' aeobarltzatlon. MMbtullat4 tann.e:rt_ .. are 
••pon•ible to• talllling ur• tlllul- ball or the available 
llldes and ald.u .ln tile oounttJ1' the ~oa1~ua prefel' 
maobirae-udo pl'o4ucta, which ~·· o:f aup•l'1or quall'' ~4 
available et a obcape!l .rate. Tile t~u• _loll ow. 
octurle .... o14 metbo.- of flariD& and cu.rlnc. 1dltcb. 
daaao the bldiS ®4 •tioe16 · 

SiailarlJ. •• villa&• potier ball qen bit bJ JJecbabl•ect 
• 

.ao. fB!.i.:ra:'dft,af·t'l:Dg& 'IE IM!f!is i9~ellotz 

''· lbl4t p t& • 
••• lbld. p t6. 
43. Ibid• p 4. 
44. Ibid• p et. 
''· lbidt p '1'4:.-
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potte.riea. . 
d· @'• soae oastea have experienced status 1Mob111ty. ••&• r tbe eweepin& 81'14 •oav•&ill& 088tes. 'l'bt continuln& Jl~C888lt7 

of the auvicea .rendered bf them bai· assured •• of a 
aecue, iboup pal tr7 • aeall* of livelihood.' A ltwl)' aade 
oa tbeae coawd. tiea Dotes that "la Ute ubaD areaa, tile 
aaJoritJ of the wol'ke.ra belon&taa to the s.s.A.O. (Sweepillg 
soa•enalna and. Allied oooupations) oaatea oontialle to be ia 
s.s.A.o.•46 Ja Ute ubaa areae. · tbe)' u• •ploJ•4 b7 
Municipal corporationa and bJ private honaeho1d8. thne, 
uballtar4 lai&ration baa not .reaul ted in oooupatloDat .. . . . . J . 

•obilit)' tor tile•• caates, altbou&b lt UJ bav• b~ouabt 
•• laoraaeed 9Uilinga ~ 
Ill - s••e oastea benefitted eeono•lcallJ lroa the exiaeaoiee 

~ of Britllb &"ale: aa4 it is with these tbat we a.re malnlJ 
OOilcUD.ed. It ia not i.P11ed tbat all aeabe.ra of tile 
•upwal'd17 lllObile caste•" benet1,te4 eoonOillcally, but tbat 
a alpltioan.t nU.bett of Ut• 414 ao. 

/ 
'l'he Madan were tl'a4itt.oaally toddf tappe.ra • .tloae oocupati.on 
wa• oonaidel'ed pollutiaa. At tbe bealnalaa of tbe Aiaeteentb 
Oflft'lU1'71 tbe)' ••~"• ollllben aa4 pett)' trader• of the products 
ot the tree. 

"With tbe ai4 of the •1•81onawl.;ee • the Naclar• 
ut.ractecl thu•elYd 11'011 IQAJ of the bu.r~e.uoae 
tax•• aDd the corvee labour 4aande4 bJ tbe 
govemaca t. But, aore ..f.eol't8Dt 1 tb.eJ beg~ to. 
adVance ecoaoaioallJ. (Soiae of tile Nadal'a -
turned to trade and 1eoured au!ticient weal~ 
to porohaae their om laada. o then purobaae4 
lad. wi tb flaanci.al aeela tanoe ll'o• Ule a1aaiob. 
Ill the , • ...,. followina the es'labllabJiea.t ot tile 
l&l11io.n ln south 'lravancor•• tbe Nadal' oonve.,te 
be.oefi tted 1>7 education Gild b7 tile a•eral 
protection of tbe aiaalon.••t 

a.L. Budgrave aao.ribee tbelr .rls•na econeaio po....,. ·to the 
. . 

1aproYe4 oo:aanlcatlons and tbe ·erteotive pollee force 
•• tablit~b.e4 b7 tbe Brltisb., which enabl e4 ih• Hadara · ~ 
to exte.o4 their t.ra4e tn to the in teriol' of the p.rovlnce ~ 



/ 
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'lhua, ia the toWJta or BamDad• the Madan es tablltbe4 tbemteJ.­
. •• aa lliddl•• an4 aoneJlen4el'l, and acquired wealtb.v/ 

fh9: counterpat"ta of tbe Nactaa"a la K&rala, the Jtavaa, were 
also to experience a aeasue of p.-ospe,itJ dtlrias. this 
peJJ1o4. Br tradition, lravae bad a •ono.Polr ove.r o14•~in& 
ot the coconut palm, and extraotlq tl'oa _... ooconu~. ~~ its 
vadou products, auoh ae to4dJ, al'i'4Ckt ooi.r tibl'e aad 
copra. While ouh wa• little ued aad tile p.roctuotsor tile 
coconut .Palla .. ,. not in &l'eat cltMDCl eatelde Ke.rala, theee 
tra4iti.obal oooup.atiou lle14 little proal•• b~t _..~err. 

tBut • wbea the 4888 4 ro.r coconut pl'odUo "te in Ba.~ope 8114 
Aaer.i.oa inor:eeeed. ioQJ"cta the end ot tbe alnete•Ul OMtUI'J 1 

ll'aYM were able to talle aciYen taae ot a oasb ~conoar, · end 
thei.r laboar beoaae inclllpeaa~le to tbe ••rol!8Jlte ..... to•• 
like .Allep.Pf. ftu, the JraYd experieaoid ail liiP,riYeaent 
tn their eoon011f.o barpjnin& poaition, aDd aoae bee•e 
proeperoua.48 

"BJ the tun of •• oen'tiii"J a tew Jravaa oaed. 
eDit tao tori•• while l¥ava woaen eo con eo tea 
anct sold oocouut ebell• tor fuel were sal4 to 
ea.rn aaol'e Ulan ll'loup to f•e4 their taJ~lllea. 
lravas• tre.dllloJial occupatloa .,... ia ahort, 
an et'onoalo aseet. tbb ._. 4lffe.ret from tbe 
oaaa of otbe.r low oa1tee, euoh a1 pottus ow 
blacl:lmttu. t& wtu.u1 th• greatol" availability 
of manufaotured aoodl ln. tbe late niDet~eatb 
centiUJ'J waa IDJur1ooa. • d 
"Anotb.er e•peet of Il'ava•' tradl tlonal vooatlcm 
vaa eebat'ass.ln4 Jet profitable. flda was tbe 
'to4U and arrack t.ra4e wJd. ell more tban dOubled 
between 18110 eel t880. a 10 

The ectmoala poai lion of tbe ll"ava• alao bap.ro•ed aa a l'•ul t 
ot certain pol.iolea initiated bJ the TraYancol't &ov•naebl, 
Wbo were pl'essurlaoa .,, 1h• lll•eionaries OA Ule one band 
and tbe Madraa gover,..nt on tbe. otbe.r. 61· The lara.,..cale 
ooutl'uetlon •rt• begm bJ the- PabJ.io works O.pa.r•eent 4tll"f.nl 
Dewan Madbave Rao's tcmn.re ensured salaried a.ploJaent to 
thonsaaut ol low oaste »•opl• aod lotrodlloed til• 

d. aobiD .Jeft~•7 ~ === ~~ ftfT:lnEoljsfostfti eA Elll!j:ca In ~i J?c:::n:;:7New ui •. Ti) 
49. lbl4; ·p tf.t; 
60. Ibid, p 141. 

' 
61. Ibid 
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•• a oaah eoonoar. BJ wl4ealna the scope foJ' eJiploraent 
t.or labour,r•• lt foroec up their wages. 
In 188&,. Madbava Bao iaaued fUll o•erahlp tlgb ts to tbe 
holders of tbe 200,000 ao.r• of ein:a.r pattaa land, thua 
bl'illglaa the onoe lrlallenable laaut lato the ma.rket~61 
Jt wal DoW POI&ible fOJ' pi'NPII'OU8 ll'a'fal to ioveat ia 

1aa4. . 
Thu • 1fbile tbe ibort-t.- pollel•• auOb •• t·eepirl& ' 
I ravaa out of the • airkar• a enloe an4 oat of lhe ' ainu• · 
aOhool•• fa't'oare4 the Nain and othu blah oae\et,c..aoJae 
of tbe lona-te,_ polloi•• lite 1ntro4uetioD ot a oaab 

. eoonOitft ateaat.•• publio works, iaorease4 trade alld 
· larae-acale plaD Una, ..., to tbe adYaD taae ol tile low 
. cast .. , pal'tioularlr tbe l.tawaa.) The· Pillar .. 414 JaOt 
beaetit to tile ••• extent. •The poal tion or tile alav• 
oa1te1 (.Pil181a8) was ill taot 10 ctebale4 tbat 'Uler wt:re 
little touohecl b' tbe l'api4 chance• ot tile late ainet•ent.b 
Ottnttli'J•"Ga 

ill!• in t,ortaaa••, 1.0 !11 1a :t o£ • t.a 
. £U1!!•• a. ea•l!! ........ .NR!!• 

JJA'fABI 
• »urera or 
aortaaa••• s.a,ao,ae• T8,40 180-4 88,61,088 

• Sellen o.r 
ao.rt&aaore tf.at,60f 89 198 1 463 l 10f t08 1070 -18,f'I,008 

CBBI S 'l'IANS 
- Barer• or 

28,4(1,661 aortaaaeea 80,0f,l3f 98,6t,ff8 
.. Sellen or 
ao.rtaaao•• tt,ea,e•t 68,98,124 86180 1 Tft. + 11tT1100T 

IRAV.AS 
• BaJere o• 

1t,tt.l9f aortpae•• 61,31,666 13,98,881 

- Seller• or · 
aortpgol'a 10,63,783 40,44,081 BO,t8,,f6 + 2,94,386 

SIL\NABS 

- DuJer• or· 
aortaaa••• a,os,eca ta,tt,aot sa,at,aa• 

.. Sell.n o.r 
aortgaaore 3103,261 lt,ft,664 tt,f4,tati + 83,009 

62. Ibid 
&3. Ibid, p 26. • ao11ta .Jettre1, r;• ·I!JB&!• •• •vv •·••· <••• D!lbl tlfl • • • . . .. ~ 
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f}at•&PFZ Sales in ¥ortua• !2*11 in ! II' • in 
.IJleeea • p l'llJ!888 IUP!tf! DP!•• . I 

SAMA!JTAS 

- .BilltJI"S 01' 
•o•taaa••• 11,819 ea.,aa 71,218 

• Seller• or 
•ortaaao.ra ''••e 94.,605 1,11,90.3 .. ae,eat 

'fable I at•u an 14ea of tbe eo011Mlo poeltlon 01 the lravaa 
at the tum of tbe lae t oentaq. 
Fro• tile t~ble1 we lln4 t.b.a t I.ra•aa Jaa« a net pi.11 of 
~s.a.oc,38G aa4 sbaDaJ"a aa.sa,oot .• whil• •all'a ba4 alieaatt4 
br aale o*' aott&as• prope.rtr wol'tb ns. ts. ff leklut aore tbab 
theJ acqllll'ed •. 

·" The flJ .. , tbe eouate.rputa of .ae lravaa lD aol'tb Ma1abat', 
took up Joba in the adlllnietraUoa each aa aiiU11, tebsildal', 
eto~ Adrian llaJel' aa1a, •in the adllWat.ratlYe tield, the 
B.ritiab ~r•• open tbe Job of villa&• headll ... to •r 
qaallfied pei'&Qn, rather thaD ~o Na!__ra alone. and J'torui '•4 
avallab~emn• _t.r011 Ult lonr · caa-tet tor eenioes aa 
o~ and o~t·ioera. Thoap 1a fact tbe Mairs etlll 
lal'&~r occupied the post of villas• bea41lea. on a bereditai'J 
basta, 1 t ... poealble tor a s~~all but aro•int croup ol l"\ 
t11aa aad ethel's to gain practical adlda1atJ>a"1ve expel'teooe, 
and this paved tho 1m1 tol' lower ca1t• tntraaoe bto tbo 
w14er field ot polltioa.•6• 
A 11o .. e ao.rth9r1J exaaaple ot g.ro~p fiObilitr wae that of tbe 
Raqba.riaa of the PUDJab, wbo we&-• tl'adltloDalll •aaaed ..,._, = ,_ . 
in blaokaltb)'. In seas, lbbeteoa bad reported that tile 
Jate ad other hi&b eutea •olaaeed ( th• Lobar) • an 
iapure caste."'~ The Lobar and Tal'kbaD di4 low atatua - . 
.tA;aaagi wol'k lor tile 1aa4own~e. 
Tile tradl tional oooupatlon ol tb•. RaM&haa-laa Wall appf'•ota••d 
and l'ewar4ed b;r the Brltiah. l'au1Uoa in oOMpaaaatlYe 
eoonoaio proeperlt7 for ibis oaet•· toda)', llallJ of th• 
ue auccn•rul indllStl'~lete a11d ~•p.r•neua. 



Sadlb sat.e.rwal aeo.r1bee 'be t.preeaive aebiev•ente ot 
tile Balqbario to t~eir teolmoloctoal bale Ia •14-
Dibetee tb oea turF lauU.a. 

11DU1aa Bd. Ueb rule tbe1.r tra4i Uonal ~kllla 
wer• baneaaed to Dew purpose• • •akiD& blab 
qualitJ tumital'e and pro4ao1q aetalware fo~ 
Ule Bd tl1b ud cloirl& ekllled w.rk oa Ute 
.rallwaJI, both ia l&Jia& of tile tl'aolc all4 in 
ba114in& rolling atoot.•oo 

Appar•tlr, '&be railwaJ oftlolala he14 •t~~t aaUYe UU8alll 

ill the Pu.1eb ia bl&h ••t•••. 8' aann& bull t a l"tpatation 
for aoo4 work, tbe Batagba.riaa fotuul an optains• in Aaa• 
and 81 tal' at saet Af.rioa, wbel'e tber belpe4 to butl4 tbe 
rallwar 1iae1 • 
Sabuwal a11o attrlbat• thua- auccua to thell' ooaYel'sioA 
to Slkbl... Siklli• b88 aD eaa11taria tbeae e4 Sbh 
eorlptr.trea place ld&ll value oa uaual •*• fbe Slkb 
OOI'lll'esatioa o• IIPMJ ia neut.ral to oute; eo alao Ule 
Rf!PI!S o.r .row ot pard.cipan• iD public oolltuta. auldea.· 
people outai4• PunJab •••• not awu• of tile liner blerar­
Ohioal diviaioae witbln Sikltlaaa, aa4 tended to ta-eat all 
Slkbt in a anifoa 118Dllel'. file aa.ataaaoiae aelaed on thia, 
81ld worked Ulot.r _, to ltaorati•• role•• auob aa the 
·ooatl'aotor'a. nonallJ aeaoclated wltll pe.raou ot .-el..,. 

. UYtl7 bl&h atataa.18 

H. lbld, p 160. 
IT. Dad..-.Powell t8fl1 quo••• bJ s. Sal;)erwal• lblcl, p t.80. 
ea. A etudl br v.s.o•soUM abo• a po•itlv• 1'11ationeb1p. 

obtat.a na be tweeD eoot al aoblli tJ 8114 Slkbi••· AD 
exul11a U011 ot tbe ectucatlonal, oooUpaUoJJ.al aad · 
iaoo•e hiel'aroble• ot oaat .. iil Cbaa.ctiaal'h .reYeale4 
lbat the Scbeduled·Caate convert• to Sikhlae bad 
hi&b&l' ratlap than &obe-'llecl cute Bin-.. 
Rep.r41a& edluratlo.aal leVe1 1 11blle Bindu SobHule4 
caat .. bad oao &-atiq, Slkb Sebeele4 c .. t•• bad 
29 .o l'atlaa. Beaudin& oooupation, Blnct11 Sobedllled 
cut• aool'et 3.6 ..Ule Sikll Scheduled C••*•• aco.re4 
1.4. tbe •edlu taallJ inooae of tile Biodu Scbedale4 
caat• wae ts.u while tor 'tile Sikh Sobedu:led caet•, 
it waa Ds.t38. thu, la all tbr•• iftdloea of aeoular 
atataa, Sikb Sohe4uled ca•••• ot Cbudilal"ll aool'•d 
lli&llel' ratl.og• than Solledllled Caa\e Bindlla. v .s. o•so•••• •cute, ooou.pat1on end $oo1al Claaa lD 
Cbaa4l&arb• • Jf!f' SppJo&gp it lndlt. I•S .A. Rao ( ed). 
(New Delhi, . 6 
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~othel' -~· wbioh lla4e aubataatial -oatc plaa ~"" 
d/ thel.rat.av Challal'e of A.ara.f Befol*e tbe arowtb of tbe aboe 
;v iadUitrJ, the latav Cbamara were •alalr atone outtera1 

labourers, ••••naera and taruutra of lMther. thtJ 
pel'fohled •••• oooupation• 88 part or ... rillqt 
8CODOIIJ. 

MMI" tbe tam ot tbe last. oeaturr, tbe aboe ladU ti'J 
' 

IHtaan 1ft A&I'At ·aDd oYer Ute r•u• 1 t baa arcnm ao Uaat 
' . ' 

.&a.ra aboett are .now at1 illport.ant itn lD the iatenal aDd 

latematlonal aal'keta. While a larae .abate of the ·p.rotita 
wet to the~~~~· in Ute pt-e-partlUon p•ioct. 
aad tbe PulaJa,bl l•iuaDtl In the po•t-partiUoa p•.riod, 
the Jatava 1rll't not lett utouoa.ect bJ tile apauloll~ 
!bey were aaaurad of l'e&Qlar ,_,lo,._.,, .&a lea:&he:r work 
ta traditlonallJ asll&Ded to thea, tbeJ taoed little 
oo.petltlou t.r011 other caal••• fhaa, aer aperleDoed 
a aeaau• ot econ011io eaanolpation aru:l even proaperitJ.~; 
TheJ •r• no lonae.r l>ollll4 to Ute up pel' oaa ••• in pa tl"on­
olltn* Uea. · the eoonold.c chanaea broaght leieul'e-. wealtb, 
irulepedeaoe 8114 aeoaritr, parUettlal'lJ to the wealtbltr 
Jatav oontraotol'a.69 A auaber ot thea,...,, abl• to bu)' 

lud and to bUild houaes ot their ••· 
d:::"'tbt lloalra Chaubana, traditional aalt-lellt.r• of U.P. 

/ •a4e us• of the ohangilla opportuait.J atruotlll'e dltriq 
B.rltieb rule to acquire wealth. 

•ouri.Da the 1a1t halt of the ninete•U& oetur 
an ~ inoreaeiac n•ber ot .NoaiJa acquired con• 
aldel'able welll tb UU'oaah ooatraoU.ng for earth 
~. b.dok Mklna. and o~u tl'aditi@al""wol& 
for tlle_Brl 'deb aove~m~• $. tbeae NoAlJa oon­
t.raotora foud a p.rotltable buala••• lD .road and 
bri die bail ding and ill tile f. eDe&-al apaD.aloa of 
public wo.rka darla& '&be pe.r o4 after tbe 186T 
••••ent. and befo.re world war I. •eo 

__ The Boa4 Dletlllere of Oriaaa. 1-,.roYed tbelr eooaoalo 
poaltlon clQJ'l.q nr1 tiah rule. Detol'e ts&a. the bi&h oaatt 
warrior• o•ecl a11 the 18114. BJ toaa, tbe wa.r.rlon bad 
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onlJ as pe.r out ot tile land. 81 Moat of tbe land batt gone 
aoa.e to tile dlatlller oaatu. 
r .o. Daile)' att&-lbutea tbe pbelloaeal auooeae ot the die­
til lei'• to ao-rt.ruaent pollor r•aa.rtliag Ua• d.rlo ira._. 
In seto, hoae-etille were olo••4 ••• aD4 Ko1.u1a. bad to 
patrOill•e oat-atille, I'Wl bf lbe Gaa.Ju and load· Dlatlllera. 

' DJ tbe tlae the driu .abope were oloaed ia 1910 • tile 
diatlllen had .aade lara• protite. Tlleee ••r• inv•ted 1ft 
laod ao Ulat aow UlQ are la tbe eeooa4 wealthiest eateaol'7 
of landbo1dlo&. 81 

file Mabara of Mabaruhtl'a took up aew oooupatlODa. Perbapt 
/ thla ••• facill tated bJ 1be aeae.ralitt J~ature of the Maban1 

tl'a4lUona1 work, tllat of vlllaae aenuta. s. Patwai'ClbaD . . 

uit .. , tt;tbe llaban wbo bave ao apeoiali••d akille show the 
I ••ill• degree ot CJlaD&e ••• tradl. tioaal to aon- tradl Uonal 

oooupatiou. •63 He.re tbeJ dittere4 t.roa 'ille Cballbhu aad 
o'Ulw oaat• 'tlllo eontlttued wltb •ela- berecJ.itarJ oratie, 
a1 la evldat f.r011 tabl• .a. 

tl I 

f a· I L. 

llabaJt 
Cballbha_. 
uana 
Dbo_. 
BolU 

· ttb~• a• 
iJ .• J 

Nil 
88 
at 
ea 
TO 

61. .G. Balle)' · .~m~~ ~a-fi~J-IIf!P!LI!:D!!.WU~~~~~ 
ea. Ibid ~ ~~ -
ea. s. Pat•rclbaa, •.upeou of soolal MobllltJ •on& 

Sobedule4 oastea of Pooaaf l!bM §ociolw jp India. 
u.s.A. Rao (ed)., pItT. 

•:. '· ta~ •-,.eta et Soci.Q. llabWtT •001 Scbadul.til c.w~ •t ,. ..... 
M.S • .&. 110 (at.), p.S17. ~· ~.--"'"'"''· . 
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T.be Mabara took up eaplo,.ent ia taotorlea and oa bulldiag 
oonttnotlou. servio• ill the antJ ·alao attraote.t a lara• 
a~ber of tbea.6' 
Aooordiaa to Steph• Cohea, the creliOfll pattena of ar 
and t.w oatte reol'altlaeat toJ.lowe·4 ,bJ peao• aod •aa-.rlol' 
elltea ohaa'aoter1se4 reoraitllent in .tbe lac1181l ana7 botb 
ill p.r-..Brltieh aad eal'lJ Brltiab da)'a., 66 Tb.ua, before tSif, 
MabUJ_Jre.re beavilJ reo.ruite4 in the Ja4iaa ••7• flter 
aubue4 betw•• a qua.rter ol' a tittb of tboae •t..• ill 
wlllob tbeJ were reo.ratte4.aad perllapa on·e-•ixtb·ot tbe 1 ~ . · 

-.Ur• Bo•bar anaJ. :aut, c1ue to the· •aartlal .raoea" theoi'J, 
: 1-ow oaate anita· ••r• · retlleect in aiae bet•• t8TO aa4 sot~. 
f wltb a corr•pondia& lld.tt ia the ,reorultin&· baao to Jate, 

Gulttbat, Sikba and PaUlalla. 66 DllrlD& tat• an4 1918, ~.ra 
r and Mashbi Slklaa ••• aaaia l'eoni ted, aad Mabarl bact Uleir 
I 

\ o• anit - lllth Mebar• - *ioh wae 4isbaade4 attel' world. 
\ war 1. Du.l'iq world wa.r II, the inteaaitr ao4 aoale ot 

\ 

o•bat ba4 the .. ett.eot of ua.wiaa lal'lt nuabe. ra of ua-
. tou,obabl•• toto '&be anar. Tbua, to,ooo Mahar• 8114 aa,ooo 

Uaahbi an4 Balldali Slkha were tal• lato the ooaiHltaat. 
tore ... 
Whatever be tllel.r .rank ia the um)', the aatooobable .reor.aita 
J'eoet.•ect ectaoation an4 t.raiains, a1ut ... , or Ut• •••• 
e.xpoee4 to ao4erni•ltlc toroe1 4Urlna their services ove&"aeaa. 

e•. Milita.r •ervioe baa serve4 aa a cbannel of social 
aobilitJ for •••• untouChable oaatea like ~. 
Masbbi. Slkbl Balldaai Sikb and ao•• Chaaar oaatea of 
U.P. Tbia • partieu1ar1r ao c!QrlDI. pe.rloda of 
warfare • 'wbtD the aftJJ tenc18 to clraw beav11J r.roa 
low elalaea aact low oae ,.. roa- maDpower. war aa7 
tbua provide a g.reat• albeit wdatended opportualtJ 
tor soo1aJ. aoblll ~ of auoh group•. In 1943• the 
Chaaar reglaeat wl tb the statue ol ri.rst Batalllon. 
waa toned, and aene4 ln Aaaaa and BUI'IIa.. Lara• 
nWibea of Raaddi Sitba were reorui ted at ter the 
19 62 a.e.raenor. MaDJ soh• dilled caste per• one 
were recruited. 111 tbe non-coabatant !OI'oea alao. 

6&. S'lepllea Cobent •The Untouobable Soldier t Calle, 
Politioa an4 the llldl• uaJ• ,toynlt ~~ .uly 
studlpe, Vol. 23(3). uar 1069, pp 4~ 61. 

66. Iblcl. 
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These individuals appear to have been integrated into or 
at least not rejected by the Syrian Christian Community. 

K.c. Alexander observes, 
~In tbis study it was found that the tew Pulayas 
eaplo)'ed in wbi te collar jobs and those wbo are 
university graduates are rarely treated as . 
untouchables. They are never called bJ such 
deroga tor7 names as "Bda" and 'bee" nor do these 
Pulayas address I yri an Christians with such 
honorofic titles as Ta!Quran and fanikke. 
Bduoated and well:-to-do Pulayas who have attained 
the appropriate lifestyle are given food inside 
Syrian Christian hOies and they need not wash 
their plates as othe~ Pulayas are expected to do. 
Syrian Christian neigbboUl's and friends attend 
and participate in the wedding feasts of such 
well-to-do Pulaya Christians, and one case of 
inter•arriage between tbe two groups was tound.n96 

Alexander concludes, 
"Judging troa these findings it ma)' be interred 
tba'& the integrati·on of these two Christian 
groups is dependent upon the Pulaya•s attainment 
of equality in tbe secular sphere of life."97 

The role of Chrisiian missionaries in improving the secular 
condition of the untouchables is evident in a stud)' of 
~adu thli~ery, a vil~age in T8111ln~8 It is practically 
a single-caste village of Sambavars; a sub$ect of Parai)'$Ds. 
Christian Sambavars outnumber Hindus, and they belong to 
three different· Christian missions: Salvation Azay, London 
Mission and Pentecostal. 
TodaY, the village bas a higb level ot literacy (66.41 
per cent), higher than that of Madras city (68.8 per ce~at). 
The level of li te.racy among teaales is also hip 

(55.7 per cent).99 

Both the Hindus and Christians stood to gaill by the 
educational activities ot tile missionaries. But the level 
ot literac7 among Christians is slightly higher than 
allOng Hindus, as is evident from Table 6. / 

96. Ib4fd, p 161. 

97. Ilf.id, p 161. 
9)l. 'usus ot India, 1961, Kaduthuohery, Villace Survez 

/// , ono ra hs, 16, Madras, VolWie IX, Part VI. 
/< 99. lbid, p 33. 
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Lonclon Mlealoo 
Salva Uo.a ~.,., 
PentecoataJ. 
Bindla Saaabavara 

Table 6* 
iiiiii)iii ij lliiiiii 

12 
68 
&f 
&4 

out of 141 peraooa 11bo have coaplet-ed tile pJ'i•ai'J $o.bool, 

oDlJ as ~· Bbtclue. There are 2 uatzlo• uona tho &1rldlla, 
and 6 AIIODA '&be Cb.ria tiau. · All the awadUates, iater­
aediatea 81ld female aatrica beloq to the christian eeots. 
Maar of thea bave beeoaq teaobers • aoeoun tan ta • ole.rka, 
eto. 
We bave earlie.r .referred to the failure of sanak.ri UaaUon 
ae an avenue of mobili ti' tor the upwas-41J aoblle un'Couolu,lble 
caatea. Their dlallluaioaaent wltb tide aveaDe, toaether 
wi tb 'Ule cbaasea in the la.raer aoci etr and poll tr • aa•• 
ri•• to do-saaeltJ'iUzation -.ov•eau abel coao•itant . 
poli ticiaation. 

~ JD~sQP!kr~Si•aJ&oa 
UJtder the auaploea of the selt-rteapeot Movezaeot, w.P.A. 
Soundrapandian, leader ot Ule Nada.r Maba;Jana Saagam, 

•al'&ed 'Ule Hadar• to abaad.oa their p.re'&uaiona 
(to hl&b 0a1te etatuJ) tbe7 b.ac1 adOpted w1 Ulout 
eucc .. a in the prev1o~• aeaeratlont dieoard tbe 
Jacred 'Ulreacl. out tbe tuft, abel aese.rt Ule 
D.ravidiaa Self-Respect of tbe Nadar oo.Mtdlitr. 
He advocated .r.-;.marriaae tor wlctowa and ou­
paip.ed agalu t the ue or 81'allrlin parobl t1 in 
the ritual• or Hadar life. Under b11 tntlueaoe, 

·tile Self•BeJpeot llal'.riaae oaae into alaoat 
· uat ve.rlal tavou aaaoq Nadar•. n too 

the Nada.r MabaJaaa sanau tonola ted cleD~aD.da fol" repre­
aea.tation in tb.e Leaialati•• couoil aaul goveftlllell t 
ae.rvlcea;'tor beoetlt• $o the displaced toddJ.tappereJ 

·' 

and foJ' edaoattoaal benefiu aa a BaoJura.r4 Claas. 
o.M. LJAob espreaae• tilt.• ohaaae ill te,. ot the refel'eaoe 
&roup ot icleatltieatioo. Be ••J• of the Jatav Cbaaara, 

* Census ot India 1961, Jadutqagita, Village· Surve,--Jfbnograp~: 16, 
p. 55. 

too,a.L. Bard&r•••• op. cit;~-,-~,.,.~,. 
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•tbei.r refe.renoe group or lctend.tloaU.oB ao• beoeae 
the SchedUled castes With whoa theJ ident1f1e4 ae 
the oppreased., unenll&htened, ancl 4epa-1Ye4 aeotlon 
ot the popUlation. 'lbese cbaraoterietloa or the 
Sohectuled oaatea became the baala ot a a" Jatav 
aelf•lmaltJ 1~ ,.. a atJ"ikinl about face f.roa tbel.r 
aarcb to Kebat.riJabooa.•tot 

fbe UD.toacbablea bad .realised the potential of tbeir 
numbers ia tbe newlJ ••&ina 4eaool'atto poll tJ. 

/ 

relttioitat&u/ 
~ ~~'Jt The Schedllle4 caa tee • as •• have eeea., · are a dtepa.ra te 
W categoq Ia ter• of social and eoo110•io etatua, J t' was 

the B.rltieb 1'11181'8 wbo aave thea a ahuect i4enU tr aact 
..:..~, -

atatu. b7 dGilotlng th• aa "Depreeae4 olasses•. vaa 

Raaa•••r saJ•. 
· •!he •o•t slaniticalit act of tile Bri tleh, wbieh 
eet tbe trend fol' subaeqoeat polio)', waa tbe 
deDotatloa of oaatea ralber tbaa individUal• aa 
depl'ess e4, •102 

Und•r tbe leade.rlblp ot B.B. Mbedkar, -tile antou.cbables 
- ~ . 

( """ealiae4 tbe iaDportaoce of their colleet1'f1at atand: Ia 
tile poli tloa11J llui4 ai •at1oA ot pl'e-indeperutence India, . . . 

it tbeJ were to be eneured a poa1t1en of equalltJ ln free 
India. v"LlOJd aDd su1an Rudolf l'esar4 tbi• •on of 
political pa~tlolpatlon aa •hortsoatal •oblllaatlon~. 103 

The fi.r•t impetu fo' oollectivts t aoUon came w1 tb tbe 

act of 1909 1 ~ioh inancurate4 a pe,1o4 of conatitatlonal 
retoa in India. Separate .representation tor Masll• 
provided wul•r the Act opeDed up tbe poaslbilit7 that 
other .iaolitlea like the untouchable• -., be el-'la.rlJ 
tl'eated ia the tutu.re. /fhe iacl'e811n& 4._eratlaat1on 
or the .POl.i tical ep t• .raie eel the l•portance of 
auerioal at.reoslb. anct brought hoae to tbe caate ld.rutua 

101. 0.11. L7Doh 1 op. ott. p 86 •. 
102. O•a aa.uwaiQ'. *'Selt-14t!llti tr aaona Sobedllled caa•eaa 

A s todJ ol Abdh.ra•, a 
23 No••be.r D '1 '• p 

103. L10J4 1. RUdolf and SWJaDne Boebbe.r Budolf, Jhe llourf*l of Tl'a~~~on a f2Jitic!J DeYeJpeaent ia fn a. c loaao, t) · . . 
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the political importaoce of the untouchables/ According 
to Galanter, •it wae onlr after 1909 that fears of diai~ 
nlshed Hindu ma;Jori ties and propoaala tor special legis­
lative representation tor •untouchable$' propelled 
'untouchability• r.roa the realm of phi.lanthrop)' into the 
political arena.tt 10• ~. establisbaent ot the Depressed 
Classes Miseion SocietJ and tbe Jearly All-India Depressed 
Classes conference pro.tded a venue tor articulating the 
interes.ts of the untouchables at the natioaal level.) 

The non-Brabmln movement also oontributed to the politi­
clzation ot the untoucbables. 101 In need of allies, the 
non-Brahmin leaders brought untouchable groups. into the 

· aovement; and Dr. T.M. Nd.r championed tbe11' cause at the 
Spu.r Tank .aeetins on 2 oct.ober t91f • 106 , But," the 
ase,ooiation was ebortlive4, and its 111J)o.ttanoe lies in the 
tact that it politicized the Wltoucbable •ovement. 

J~Civil Rl&btS · yr '/Although~ 81'1 ti .. sh .rule bad es tabl is heel a nationwide sys -tea 
of law, fol'lllally espoused a aorm of equality before the 
law and spread a consciousness ot ~ight8 1 )'et •to practice, 
legal institutions often •dapted themselves to-prevailing 
patterns or disability.•107 ·Thus, "daaa&es were awarded 
tor puriticatorJ ceremonies necessitated by the'pollution 
caused. by the pl'&oeenuJ~ ot- lower castes ••• •. 108 •the 

practices which cue to be called untoucbabilltJ received 
11111 te4 and tor the most part indirect support fro• the 
law ••••• to9 

10 •• 

105. 

106. 

~o Galanter, •The Abolition of Disabilities, 
Untouchability and the Law", yn touchable& 1n 
Gentmoruz.Jnd.io· (ed) M.J •. uahar. _ _ 
The ao••ent waa spearheaded bJ the •lddle-ranklng,-­
castes ot the then Madras Presidency wbo teared 
that with independence, power would paas to the well-· · · 
entrenched Br~n ainoritJ. who constituted 3 per cent 
ot tlie population and held 90 per cent ot the poets 
in government. . 
EUgene F. I.rsobiok, Politics and Social Co'1!ifot in 
South India he Non-Br8fialn veaent and T 1 . 
Se •• 1 1 Ber eleJ.and Los Ange es, 1969). 

101. M. Galan te.r; op. cit. p 229. 
108. Ib14, p 229. 
109. Ibid, p 228. 



tile UDWtaohablee tuned t~ llilitant teobaiquea of aon-violMt 
dlJ'eot action for r•oval of tbese oiril dlaab111 tiea. the 
ti.ret u.1or aatDaraba wae oJ~pnlsect bJ Baaaaawaa7 Naloker at ~ ....-
VaikOII i.Q t.Dac. Tile pupoae o.t tbe •atJqraba •• to saio 
tbe right to use a t...,le roa4 tor t.be 4ep.reaee4 elaas••· 
In f.tlf, A11bedka.r lett the llaha.d satra&l'aba, atld lalet la the 
rear he lttu'fled the Me9!•£l:Ji. Ia uu, lle led. the aeooo4· 
lfaba4 •atJa&l'alla in ao att.eaJt to am eot.r1 to 'Ule ParraU 
tuple tn POODa. The laat. of Ua• Uabad aatJa&rabas took 
plact.at ·,he Kala'am t.e~l• in Nasik. 
The ••tJaarabas d.rew the a't•Uon of Ule s•eral gopDlatloo 
to tile pligbt of tbe untouo~les. D•*••• 1932 an4 193&• 
a Duber ol teaplo-enU:r and aDti•diaabllities blll8 •r• 
1ntro4uot4 ia tbe Oer:tt.J"al Legialatlv• Aea•bl)t en4 in lhe 
Madraa 8114 B•baJ LeaialatDHI. Ill uaa. Ult Ma4r41 ftGIIOYal • 
Of Civil~Dieabllitlei.AOl uaa paesed.llO Madral a&aiD took 
th• lead ta enaotina a ooapl'elleaud.ve teaple enti'J aot.111 

li&&staDJ m.usa 
fstaultaneou with •• aov•eut for .r•taOval of ci't'tl dt.•­

abllitl·ea. began the •ov••t I~W polilioal J'lgbta. P.r:oaa 1919 ...,_ 
ooward, the oonviotion ,, .. amona tbe uatouobablea tba• 
political J"ipta aDd pol.lticat po•er were n•oe&sarJ 11 Ule 

I 

wronae tha7 bad eutiel'ecl •• _.. to be l'i&b.tn4" In .t.tt28, ••• 
elghte• DepJ~esee4 Claes ol'aaoieatioDa teatitied before tbe' 

. ' ' . 

Siaora coaunl.eeion clerJaildio& adult fl'anohiae, ••pal'ate 
electol'at .. , and tull l'ept'eae.u:ta,i.oa for their people,wbo. 
the7 •aid •ue uwt11iaa anr loase.r to 4epeGd on aoalnatioo 
b)' the aoveftUieat, an4 al'e tired of Ute lip i1Jmpath7 of 
othu parties whlob eYaporate wbea.-ve.r tbe tbae for prao'Uoal 

t10. 

lt.l. 

The Act ade tt an offence to 4lloriainate aplut •­
toaobablea, not o.D17 ·in J'egar4 to pabl1o11 1Upp·o.rte4 
laolllt.les auch aa roaa., well•• Gb4 transpo.rtatlon. 
but also in reprd to ••r olhu eeoUlal" in•tl tutlon• 
to whicb tbe public wu adJiltte4t iaolu41aa .r•ta~arante, 
u•tels• shopa, ate. lido Galantor, t·bld~~ '. 
tb• Aot aade it a o'i-'nal offenoe for ODJ pereoo to 
P' .. eat Mf BladU ftto• ent•rlaa or worablppiftc at aor 
t_,le to the •- extent aa JU.octu a•e.rallJ•, 
Maro Galan tar, t,:bid• i:L 



_, . :-
aodoc eom•t118 Iu 1930, Allbedkar sat.d at the :rtrst BoDild 
fable Confer~oo, 

•wo reel .no b04J .oatl. reu•e .our a;rtevaac" at well aa 
•• can. aad •• 081Ulot: .,..... Ua• ualeaa we a•t poll­
tioal pthttr in our oc banda. X aa at .raid the 

. Depl'eaaett Class• ~lave wa:l te4 too 10111 tor *'•• . to 
WOI'k ai.raolee." 11.0 

Mbedtal'' • 1olotion to tb• proble~t waa to •••~'•· a4eqtaate 
).rep.r•entatioA ot the b.a.liJaa• iD tb.e lealslative• aacl oiYll 
aenlou of l,b• ooutJ7. a. ea14 1D 'l930t 

"fhe aateat l'eocJI for the pi'OttctiOD of )'OtU' interata 
•••• to me lies In ••curing ,control ovor. the future . 
eaecutiYe iat selt•&oYe.mias laulia 1D rou ~o• banda• 
and tlla t fOU Call have Olll,Y b1 ltellfta' ·ot adequate repre­
aen~ation ln the loalelatu.ros ot the coantl'J·" SiC 

Aa.,.dkar• a dean.d to.r separate elootoratee ••• wl th st.rMg 
oppoeltlon troa tbe conare•• leadots• vbo were Qonoeroe4 at 
lbe conaeqaenoea ef a •eparate political 14en,itJ iaplled 
in tbe demand. !be ~~t, toll&wing neg3tlatlona 
betwe• casto Biltdu and uniouobable 1oade.l'•, auppleated 
aoparate •lectoratoa with ;toiat el•ctol'aiea, Where llDtouobablea 
could •ote along wltb cute airuttta. It retained tho priraolple 
ot rMe.rvecJ seate, tncweaelng ta fact, th• aUilb• et •ncb 
••"s to~ utouobables ill the provincial legislatnrea tl'o• 
18 to t4fh (In tb• central Le&ls1atue, 18 P•' cent or tbe 
seneral aeat•· ""' reaen'•4 for th•"J ·Th• Poona Paot 
beoa• the baal• on whloh 'the Olllotaobabl••' .ri&bte and 
privileae• web d.etined in the GoY•I'DIIent of India Aot of 
1936. 

thWJ, .Aabedka.r atrea•e4 the aeoular aYen••• of polltlos 
and ecJUoation in the eooial aobill tJ of tbe Sohedllled caa tea. 

/ Here be 41ttuect turutaatllta111 11'01» M.J.t. Gandhi, who had 
alao taken up tbe oause of untoucbables aiJ bla owt. 118 o 
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ror. Ga~~dbi tl'ie4 &o ~· @jo.aobabll Ur a •ohl ,..... and 
eoupt 'lo b&-irl& about a obs&e of bealt 111 the oaste BindUa. 
Ble oea8eleas oaapaica eomrtanur kept the problea befol.'e 
Uae publlo •1•• Be wrote, 

•to .,...,.,.. 1Ultouebabi1''' ia a peauoe that o .. te 
Bindaa oQ to BiGdui• and to tbe•el•••• Til• 
pu.iticatloa reQUil'e4 1• not ol antouobablea bu' 
ol tbt ao.oalled supefior oaa tea. lbel'e :la 110 ·•ioe 
ta.at is epeolal to the 'Wltouobablea• aot. ••• d.rt 
aDd lDiaDI. taUon. It is ou ai'.Jo&aJloe which lllnda 
ua. Juperlo.- BirulO••, to oar oa bl..U.ahee aact whtoh 
upitlea Uaoae of oar dowatro4d.eD bret.hl'• wlloa •• 116 haYt auppl"81ee4 aDCl 1dloa •• .teu under auppreastoa. • 

'fbWit tbt polttiol•atlcm of tbe uatouobable• in the p.re- ~ 
iDdeptade.ooe period broa&llt taa&lble benefl ta ln the lona 
of tbe pol lor of •proteot1•• 4b-oiilliaation", to Uao•• ca•te1 
inola4e4 la the sobe4Ule4 caate liet.. (JioweYel', ••• ot the 

: aoblle untouchable oat tee,: like Ule Nadal'a, JraYat, Ralllbariae, 
· opted out of .Ute lilt. till• •ar be t•aar4e4 • the oul•'-
1 • . . ' 
aatlon of Uleil' eootal JIObl11Q aoYelltllte, aa beAoefo.rtb. 
tbeJ woe ao 1onael' 14eUfie4 witb tbe Sob.edulect cutea, 
aad ba4 .Joibe4 tbe aalna'C.reaa of Jndlaa aooletJ. 



./ 

TBBD 

In tile laat obapter. we bave aeea that oae or tbe UDint.eDdecl 
oon•equeno•• or ooloaial rUle waa the g.roup aoblll tJ or •••• 
lllltouObable oastea, and •• ezaalned the a'feauea or 110bllit1 
taken b.J til•• Their eooaoaio •anclpatlon wu followed b)' 
sanak~ittsatloa aov .. eota, satntna of a aod•r.o eaaoation, 
an4 ••• weetaJinisation. oa tbe otber band, a lara• auabeJI 
of untouchable castes were elthu anafleoted, or elae paupe­
r1•e4 bJ the aeeballizatioa intl'odllce4 bJ Bl'itiab nle. 

we foWl4 tbat oonveraioa to Ch&-iatlanl tJ .reaul ted ln t.rust­
'ridual aobllitJ1 lo.r the J'eaouroel or lbe aleaionttJ'ie• were ( 
too 11111 ta4 to make all tapaot on the oonve.rt1aa aroap. Tbe 
•obile in41vi4uala, hanna acbi .. ed a better aeoGlu etatus, 
appeared to be iatepatecl into the uppe.r lev~le or 
sooietJ. 

(!n tbe poe t-indepenelence period, there baa been a conaoioua 
and plaam.t4 etio.rt on the put of the ao•eJ'Diient to i~~p.rove 
the poeltlon of the Sobedule4 Cae'&ea. The polloJ of aproteotlYe 
disorl•iaatlon• as we will •••• baa reau1 ted in individual 
•obllltJ on a .t4e aoaltt that is to SaJ, uaoaa J!l1 tbe 
untouchable oaatea tbe.re are a few lrullv14Uala who bave Joined 
the aalnatreaa of national life, and can no longer be .regarded . 
aa muginal aea. 

Detore we go on to dlaousa 'the aat•u·• an4 eatut or soolal 
•ob111 tr • we will briefl); 4we11 on the chaaaea In the widu 
aooletJ wltll tb.e ooalna o!_ 1~ut~pen4eooe. J, 

):Y.BxOAf!!fU8 pban&M ., . 
/ tn tbe post-indepeadence pe.rlo4, chansea bave been iaatltuted ~ 

at tbe aooletal level to abollah the civll dl•abllitlea 
au.ttered ~)'Ute utouohables, to.araat tb• equalitJ ot status 
and of opportWllt)', 8114 to proaote '&hell' edUcational an4 
econom.l-!_ ~n teres te. ..____ 

. Tile conatltut1on or India, whloh oaae into force on 26 -'ant.lal')' 
I 

19&0• cleola.red India to be a secular. 4•ooratlo l'epubllo, 
and tNlllurecl to all 1 ta oi tiseu eqQali t)' or • ta tua an.4 or 
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opportant tJ.. file cona U. tution p1'oY14ed to' a auaber of 
aatesual'da for the untouf:bablee, contained lb artlclee l&t 
t.e, 11, 23, aa, a, 38, tee, a-ao, aao, aaa, aa4. a3a ..:.c1 ' 
338 (see APP•dls 1). tiT . file article• IDa)' be S1'6Uped Ulldel' 

two hea4l•s• aooordina to thell' provlaloDa.: 
i) .Aboll tlon of eooial 4l•ab111 tie•. 
2) Special pnvt•iou amouo~ln& to pl'oteod.ve dllcl'illlaaUoa~ 

a) polttiolll reaenaUont, 
' b) rea1natlona ln aovel"aent aei'Yi oe.· 

f'l'h• untouohabllitJ (Ottencea) Act outlaws tbe eotorceaeat 
ot .U.abilltiea •on the arou.ade of QQtoucbabtlltJ.• Now 
called the Proteotloa of civil Rl&bta AOt, lt provide& tor 
aore atriqent pODiabllent tor tbe otfencler. 118 

(
'fb.e Conatitutlo.n requirea the '•••nation ot seate ln til! _ 
le&ielaturea, a prorisioa subJect to renewal ever)' ten -- . 
Jeare, and peNita but doea not a-equlre it ia edUcatiOD anct 
govern.en~ ae.rvice. The tlae llllit lor ·reaerved aeau has 
been utended twioe. . fhere is no tiae lllli t tor aDJ othtll' 
cono .. aion. 
Tile o Ule.r proar8118 inoltide Ule paD tiD& of eOboluahipa 
aad other edlloatlonal benefits. and a variet1 of •elf are 
aoh•e• auoh aa prov-14ia& be'tte.l" ho!l~lag, weviY~ o~ 
oottaae inctuetriea aad allo'llleat ot agricultual lud to 
Scheduled cute peraou. 
Apact floa aove~ental atte-,ta to aboll•b antouchabllliJ, 
tbere haYe been forces of aode.rolzation aDd aooial Cbaa&e 
WOJ'kio& io ladleD aocletJ, which bave contributed to the 
•eatenlng of this aae-ol4 188 t~ltution. 

/ Witb the ur_!)aniaa~Aa and lJd~trlaliza!ion_ of IAdiaD aooletJ, 
tbe notion ot pt.t.rltJ and polllltlon bal beoo•e leaa pervaeiYe 

t1T. Vlaal challua. •coaatl tuttonal sareauarcta• • Jii!!Yt~'• 

II&)' ''''· ' 118. file new dettel'eDta include dllqualifioaU.on frOJI con• 
teatin& election• to tbe leglalaturts, aatina oftenoea 
under tile Act eopizable and non•oo•pouadable, 
collecti•e tinea tor OOIUil~tln& •uob otfenoee JoiatlJ, 
eDbano•en t ot pualahllerat w1 tb. both tine and iaaoriaon­
•ent, and eUIUIOrJ triala in eoae oaaes. •A Social 
Bril•. §b'tH!!!h Delbl, 11 Sept•ber tOft •. 
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ill the last few decades. Srinivaa obaen••• •AS a l'•ult 
oc....:.;::::-

of th• aprud of edUcaUoa aaoq all aecUons ot tbe 
popUlation, tl'a41 Uoaal idea& of puri. tJ are at•laa waJ 

· to the rulea of bJsleae.•ttO Aooo,diaa to satlab Saberwal, 
wbile oaate endo&aaJ baa aot deollae41 tbe notion pr 
pollution 1e oa tbe wane. Witb i.rutuatrial a.rowth, thel'~ 

1a a d.._nd tor apprea ticea tdlo are recruited froa aDJ 
oaate.t20 . o 

Table• i, ti, iii ao4 iy in APP•dlz a stYe an idea o·t 
tbe p.reYalcmoe of utoucbabili.t)' ln .tw·· eoutbea states. 
If .. aaeame that untoucbabllltJ was wtdelr praotia.o 
p.re'rioa&lJt the tabl.ea iadloate tbat the tradlUoual social 
dlaabilltiea experienced bJ the Ulltoaebable• are on the . ~" 
decline~ For, aome loa-• of UDtoncbabilltr are not toua:d 
in a)' of tbe villagu,. uct •••• villages ao loa&el' V' 
p.raotise ellJ fora of uatoaobab.lltJ. 
However, despite the a•ne.ral deoltae, tbt institution of «­
utoucb.abillt)' baa bJ no ••au ceased ta exist. especiallJ 
la the .ru·ral areas. }Nenpapera oocaeionallY oarrr .re,orte 
ot Ha.r:f.,Jau routba aDd woaen beiDA beat.en and eve.o burned. 
Sometiaea, this is done w1 Ul the. CODDlvaaoe of the police, 
••I• in tbe incidata .repof'tH f.at011 ci8blalll" Yi11aae ill 
Kon&bJ~ dietrict and another •llla&e tn ooa4a distrtot.i21 

Ba.riJaDII are eUll aupp.ruaed, espeoia11J' wen theJ are 
eoonoaloallJ depend-.nt oa the upper cattee, B.s. Cobn1 11 
e tGd7 ot the Chamara of uadb.opnr ehoW8 bow the TbaktU'II 

uae4 eoonoalo sanctions to quell tbe •ebellioa of tbo 
Cbaun, and etfeotivelJ quashed their le&al case wl tb 

the conalvanoe or upper cae'&e ofticiala. 112 .AooordlD& to o 

tt9. u.N. Sl"inivaJJ, §ec~al~ £hAM! tin Meum IRA!Jb ·P 124. 
120. satiab Saberwalt ttaeeediq POlluUon : lnterc .. te 

Relatione in u.r-n Pan,Jab• §osto&a&!oal ftll~S!n, 
Sep'taber 19'131 _ . . • 

121. s .c. Kala, "Police baJld la baa-nlq of BaA jan village 
alle&e4"• Ji•t! B' Jnfit• a April t9f.. See al•o 
Inder lfalhotl"a, How BaHJans Suffer ' PreJudice attd 
Persecution•, !&••• of Jndit• 19 JulJ 1913, 

taa. u.s. cohn, "The Chanda& stat• ol Depr .. eed caate"• 
ViJ.JU• Ia.,s!la, MoKia Marriott ( ed). (Boabay 1961). 
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Galanter, the Uotouob:abilitJ (Otfeaces) Act hal "lollowe4 
a 'dowaward apl.ral' ot iaetteotlven•as• l'aUi• iha.tl an 
Upward spiral ot lnc.reaaing ue.tt123 · Bt SAJSt •tbe pnaent 
ai tuattoo. ,..... is obara.ote.rJ.sed bf a wide gap. bet1feGJ1 the . 
law oa tbe books antt the·taw in ope.ratlon.•124 

The loeonelatenor bet we• attt tudes arid behaviour •nat alao E:- 4!1 

be bom in &dad. Otten people express auppol't ol the · 
anU-untouobabllltr legislotloD. while subil7 praottslaa 
unt.oucmahilitJ.. u.r. Abraham points out discl!e.PaDoiea at 
three leYelaC awai'Gueas, atti teute,· behavioat.'26 Ia tbe 

\ - . 

villa&• of Aluara\bUpatbJ, he 'found tbat a favourable 
a ttl tude towarde tbe UniouebabllltJ Act was evan blgll..­
Ulan awal'ene•s. "fhoa&b 10 per out ot aotl•BarlJan• have 
no knowledge ot legal sanctloae ·agaiaat UiltoucbabilitJ• · 
Ule.re is aot a sinlle aon-Ba.riJBA who ia an adVocate or 
antoacbabilitJ iG all apbel'es of lite. • 126 However. in 
teQ& of bebaviour1 he toun4 that while un'&ouoba.bilitJ ia 
not practised in public places, it la a 4ifte,.ellt matter 
in pl"lvato life. "Cast• Bln4us do llot accept. water fl'osa 0 

BaziJans, no~- 4o tbeJ aene the• rood o.r dlilllt io tbeil" oc 
vessels. Ba.ri.tans ue not usaallJ penaitted to enter the 
houset of eaete Bllutus •••• Dbobis 81'14 Barbers cto not · 

.. serve BarlJ8118 in tile sue aaaftller in Which tboJ sene caste 
HindU& • • • • tbe private life Of people is thus lnfluenoe4 
b7 caete oonsclouaaees ••••• tar 

123. Marc Galante~, op. cit. p 286. 
124. Ibid, p as&. 
126. M.F. Abl'aball, "Social Contours of a sou~ Indian 

Vlllaae• • In,erflaQ&p)ln,l, Vol. I II • pp t3&-if9. 
126• I bi4t p 148. 
121. Jbi4, pp 13f: .. a.as. the 4iscJ~epanoJ betwecm behaviour 

towards uotouobabloa in the pu.blio apber• and in 
private lite is corroborated bJ a etudr of uotoucbabllitJ 
l.n rural GUJtU'at. J.P. Deea.i. lntpapb,bl!f_ in Rgra& 
p9Jarat, Populaz Prakaeban (Do. a1. 19 e) p.aB9 •.. 



-: '' :-
we will now oonaider the activitiea and achievements of the~ 
Scheduled caatea in the secular - political, eoono•ic and 
e4acat1ollal - diaensiona of social stratification. 

~&itioiJ Aotlan 
· ftle reaervation of legislative aeata and gover.GMent Joba· 

P 
en.aur. •• that. tbe s. ebe4ule4 cas tea wil.l .tln4 .representation 
in tbe le&lslative and executive bodiee of lbe countrr. 
l t also auarabteee that a fn Scheduled caste leadere will 
reach tbe pianacle of the political an4 adrdalstl'ative 
hierarcbr. It t.e laportant to lmow to what extent tbe 
political leaders provide a basis tor SchedUled caste 
intereat-arttoulation in the •1stem of parliaaentarJ 
democraoJ with adult f.ranobise. ln•tltutect in India. 

f(Aocordi.ag to RaJ.ni.&otbar.i, •the oo.nst.itutional. ptovlsion ot~ 
certain special privileges inoladin& reservation ot legis ... 
lative aeats and adlllnistrative positions bas acted aa a 

· epeclal catalyst of political aobll_igtion. "128 · Btlt 'Ulo .. - . ·-.. .. ~ .. ~ 

aobilieaU.oa baa been of the "vertical" kind, aa agaiaat tbe 
horisontal aobllization we saw prevat.lillg in Ute pre-

' independence pe.riod uncter tbe leade.rebf.p of B.a. Ambedkar. o 'r 
\.._., 

Llo;rd 8114 Susan RudOlf state that •most village antouobables 
rtmala subJect to vertical aobllization b7 40mlna.rat castes <- ? 
upon whoa theJ· are eooaoaioa117 dependent.•129 {!hue, · ( · 
untouchable leacte.re are co-op teet into ~pper-oaate taoUou.. \ 
Lelah DusbklD notes, "Wlder this ar.rahgeaent, locallF 
powerful appe~caste notables mobilize the vote to till 
the r•erved seats wl tb their own Scbe4Ule4 Caste ••• 
whoa ther llallipul~t.e and control. These aen are bound 
to them bJ traditional ties, as well as political debts, 

·and the kind of leadership expected b7 tb• ia good · 
tollowerabip.•130 Si.tlarlr, the Sobectuled caste politicians 
have lar&elJ been co-opted iftto the eratwbile ruling partr, 
tbe Congreas, where ther etood to. aain laectiate benetltl. 0 

128. RaJni Kothari, J!oJitlipe .t.n JnMe (New Delhi, 19fO), 
pp 2'4-246 . . 

129. Llo)'Cl 1. Rudolf and susanne Roeber Jlllctolt, op.cit. p Ui2. 
130. Lelah Duabkin, •scbedUled caste PolltioaM, Vgtouchfbles 

1
1n CgDi!JIIU![a.l'l-lndia, M.J • Mabal' ( ed) • p 209. 
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'lbe Btadol!e state, "Vertical mobillzaUoa in one to.raa or 
anotber helps to uplaln Ule euceeas 8110D& schedUled Caate 
•••••• ot the oonaenratlve Swantaatra aod tb• rip.t radical 
Jan San&b pa.rt1es la BajaiUtan ad of Aaullra Beddl aotab1e• 
botb witbla and wltbout the coagreae PartJ.• 131 
Ve.rUoal aobi1iaation. a1u1 the co-optation iap11ed ia it 
weakeu tile iate.reat.-al"tioutaUoa tuaoUOJl of the &l'oap 

' ~ ;; ~ ' 

in po11t1os, and l te abilf.tr to draw attention to and 
tight tbe·exploitatlan bJ tbe upper caste• an4 oloaaes. 
AS auobt 1 t la not coaduoi ve t• aa iaproveaen t in the 
poet tioa' of the poop. 
Bather, whatever mobllltJ that doea ooour is tn the aature <­

of individual mobilltJ. ·The politician. invariablJt tbou&b 
not alwa,s, use• the nvoto bank• tor hie pueonel ends. o 

tsabel'wal giv.a tile lutanco of the mobile Ad Dhaftli. 
V•ber of Pa.rlla~~en t trora the l'es ened cons ti w•er of 
Mo4elpUl'·. 

"Tile Ad Dbanai M•be.r of Puliaaaent fi'OBI tbis 
con• tl tuenc7 • toraerl)' a ·aobool teaober • bas 
ove.r the )'ears bull t biuelf a lara• boua in 
a aew aodera nei&bboarbood, ao,ulred a eube­
tan tial fa,.. wltioh bie eons oul tl va te with at 
least one tractor, an~ has a Jeep;. Be I.e rude 
·and bl'Us que iD his deal ina• · wi t.h Hal'l.J ana 11bo 
aeelt bia actfice and •edlaUon •• •" 132 

While the exiae.nclea of electoral politics keep tbe E; 

Scheduled caste poll Uolaa ia contact, to soae extent., wl th 
hia caate tellOWSt 'Ute reaervatloa Of IO'Y81'JUIGilt Jobs 

•alaplJ slpboD ott an4 tilenoe tbe ablea t roan a ••, who 
aigbt otherwiee provide etteotive leaderabip to tbeil' 
leas fortODate easte-fellowa.•133 AI auob, sara Lelab 
Duahkia 1 pro'&eotive dlacrillil'lation aay be viewed as a 
u'&bo4 or aoelal coqtrol b)' tbe upper oastu ove,r tile o 
Barijana. tat 

op.clt., 
131. Llo)'d 1. Rlldolt and SuaaJllle Roeber Rttdoll, p toa. 
132, sa.tiah Saberwal, "Tile Reserved consti tueno7: 

candidates and coasequttllcee• • 19!!DP:lO pp4 fo&i t.ipa1 pill' a .11111. ua. 17 19T. 2. p '.s. · s. ee a 80 ftf ie .Mifs ___ t! t2 Cbapae in D!ba!l £UD.3f!l! (New Del • t9f 
· 'I t&e same auihor. . · .. 

133. Lelah Dushkln, op. olt. p 21T. 
134. Ibid. 



Thoqh ve.rtloa~. mobilization appea.re to cha.racter1ae Scheduled 
Caste political aotivitr in tbe post-indepen~ence period, 
ho,izontal aob111zad.on. baa aot a1 together 9eaaect. It is 
evident in the polltioal pa.ttJ ot ibe ScllectUled oaatu, the 
Republican Part7 ot India. and in tile Dalit Panthei' Moveaent. 
art • 1 . •obi tz tl n 

B.a. MIJedk.ar yi.au.allsed the Republican PartJ of India 1rbldl ~ 
waa fol'IJled in 1961 as a pa&"tJ lnsll t oa &.reater t11111erical 

atrensUt than its precusoJ',. the SobedQled Caate Fecteratton. ~36 

Be oonoeivect of ,it as aD alliance ot HariJaDs • backward 
olaasee and tribes. Allloag the R.P.:t.•e speoltlo aiu are 
tl sb Ung tor equali tr' of oppo1tul ty for eve17 lnctlan, 
provleton tor gt.rina tbe 'bave aota• of tb'e past special 
conelderatlon, and tlptlng tor .reaoval ot ·exploitation ot 
•an by man and olaea b7 olaae. 116 

over the reus, the a.P.I. has not·•eraect as a strong 
political pa~t7• voictna the iatereata of ·tbe SchedUled 
castes. fbere are a auabe• oi reaeone tor lte 11-'ted. 
effectiveness. 
The iaau.ea on eich . the pattJ aougbt to wJ.a an election were 
often lAoo.q,orate4 into the consroas PartJ proaraae, tbua 
taking the wiud ·out of the partJ aaita. For instance, ill 
the 1961 eleotlone, the s.c.F. 1 la alliance with oth•r 
opposition parties, demanded the creaUon of a Mabara.ahtra State. 
on this basis it wn a soffiolent· nuaber or caste Hi:n4tl 
votes for a victo171 bnt 1ts poptllariiJ was ehortllved 
following tbt? cJ'oation of Uabaraehtra State ntter the 
elections. 

136. 

136. 

The Scheduled Caste Federation was ee.tabliehed 'l 
D.r,. Allbedkar in 1942 1d. tit the objeoti ve ot aeou ng 
political riabts and rep•esontatlon tor the Scheduled 
Castes. Tbis was a direct appeal to them to w.t.a 
power tbroQgh unity. However, tbe s.c.F. waa trounced 
at the polla in tbe 11•1 elections. aud tbe oong.ress 
PartJ won &D overwhelming vlctor,r in tbe reserved 
constituencies. .AMbedka.r blamea· the 4etoal on the 
erstem. ofJoint ·electorates in wb. i. oh ·congress SchedUled 
Cas'&e can dates J'otie in on the coat•tnile or thei;r 
partJ ruanlng mates. Tbe 1946 election result was 
a maJor blow to the s.c.F. · 

. . ~ 

T.K. Oomm•, "Scheduled Caatea end Sobettuled T.rlbe&", 
Sl e Inde endenoe • s cia a or on ndi 



~e strength of tbe party ls too •eagre aad locall. ee4. J ts 
7 ••bea-ahip ie uawa aaiolr t&-oa the Mabars ot Maharallbt-'a• 

· aDd tbe datav Cba~tan and Ad Dha.Nis ot u.P. and. Punjab. 
J t hat aot been able to brict&e the vaat apatlal, col t~al 
8114 llngalatlo 4iffel'enc,e between Uae S~ectuled Cutea 
of the.count'J bJ glYln& the• a o~a polltloal l4eotitJ. 
Its oloae assoolatloa.wltb Buddbiaa ba8 allenatect t.boae 
im.touohablu vbo are uawilllna to. obaa&e tbol.l' .rellalon. 

AD oYerwb•~iftl aaJo~ilJ of SObedD1e4 Caste politioiaoe 
1Wlctlon tbroul,h tbe congress Pa.rtJ. trbicll, Ull rooenu:r. 
wae to power~. Tbe R.P.I. leaders. are not aooepted as 
. the exolusf;ye o.r even iaportant cbamploaa ot Ute Schoduled 
cute cause:., 
oval' Ule Jeara th•e baa been a cleterlol'etlon in tbe quallt.J 

t ol leaderablp. Aftel' \be dea'lb Of Arabeaa.r, N. SivarQ..'I was 
1 te leader up to 1964• till Ilia 4eatb. The nex'C president 

I 

~J 
of the pattr. B.s. Gaikwacl waa &J•paUleUo to Uta Con&l'ess. 
and a .large D.UIIbe.r ot a.P.I. l&adera Joined Ule congJ'eas 
·dUring tbia period. fte. partr gl'a4U.a117 weakened and 1 ta · 
stren&th wae oonaidarabl7 ero46cl bJ 1970• ·when a toraal 
split took place. stvifta .tee· to two faotLona. 
»r and large, the B.P.I. ~ been co-opted into tbe congreJs, 
where it e011e times woliled aa a pr•asure &l"oup in tile :faoUonal 

. ·-tigbts wi tbin tile congl'eas Partr. A1 ternatlvelr • l t 
entered lnto 4J,.liancea witb other political parti•. J t 
waa the inane politioa of tbe B.P .• I. wbio.ll p&"oapted a 
••. ctloa ol the Mabar. Youtb. to break •ar and • ta.r·t Ule 
Dali t PaD. tber uov•en t. ·. . 
pal it J!M P!tr• · 
Tbe a.P.l •. aocepta the f~daaental t.enet8 of \he ConaU tatt.on 

I -· 

and alas to pursue U&• goale laid doa in the eoaatt&utlon 
Ull"ou&b the aptea of paJ:liaaaentarr 4eaocracJ• An illportant 

' . 

.reaton tor l ts at tacbaent to pat"li'aeentur 4eaocraor la 
tbat. Allbectar was a etaWlcb conetitutlanal.lst, aad be 
piloted tbe constitution tbroucb tbe constl,uent A8a .. blJ, 
of wbioh be was chairman. The Dall t e on tbe 
othel' band, are a g.roup or JOung, ailitant radical•• 



_, •e •-

diallluaioaed with tbe lead.rahip ot the a.P.l. ther bave 
opt.ed. for oontront.atlOD 8114 revolution. they deolare.ttwe 
want to .rule the 'lhole oounti'J • our target is not. inelivldllala, 
but a whole era t.• rot ton to the oo.re. "131 fhGJ draw their 

\ 

lnspl.rat.lon :Ito• uaralsa, wblcb ,P.vea tliea a broader 
. . orientation, lnoludlna all •dalit•• or 4ep&-eeaecl people~~ 

snob as tacto.ry workers. tu• labouro.rs, laruUds tenante 1 · 

pool' peasa11ts etc., m8117 of wbom bel on& to Ute no.n•SobedUled 
caste•~ 

However, notwl tbstandlll& their ambiUou prograflme* the 
Dallt Panthers have aoaroelJ 1a1Ua:ted an)' aoUon prograilme, J Perbape the onlJ knoe poliUoal controatatlon led b7 tile 

';Y Panthers was tbe electoral bOJCott of tb• cent.ral Bo•baJ 
pa.r11uental7 election ln 1914, The Sohedlllect caetea of 
tbc oonaU tuenoy abstained troa votleg, leadln& to the defeat 
ot tbe congress candidate. 

/Tbe ~in thl'uat ot the Dalit PantlleJt llloveaent aeema 'lo be 
in the aphere ot lntelleotual awakentna and c.reati~!l ot a 
re•olutional"J oonsoiousnoae th.rougb 11 terature. w.ri ters 
like Naadeo Dbaeal, Baja Dhal e 8Jl4 .J. v. i'awar are apea.rbeadias. 
the movdeat through their hi&blJ emotive w.rl tiaas in 
Mara tbt.. The s t.renatb of tbelr teal in&& is evJ. dent ia. 
tbeiw poems. (Soe Appendix 3) 
As Jot, tbeJ have onl7 a lW ted followl1,1g, malnlJ a~~ong .-.!:: 

the u.rban Mahal" )'oath. In o.rdel' to beoo•e a po11 tical to.roe, 
the)' need to extend thei.r support base b•7ond the Mabare. • 
"I I the Da11 t Pan. then are to supi ve aa a partJ, the7 
will have to beware ot beooat.Da in effect a fourth taction 
of tbe a~P.I ., enmeshed 1D tbe cute politlo• of the 
Mahar coamunity.•138 

.Another theoretical poesibilitr of borlzontal mobiltntlob . . 

is tbe tormaUon ot a eobedllled caste power "·bloc ia tbe 
leatelatar••· 

137. 
138. 

Ibid, p l84. 
"Dalit Panthers a Another· Vie•• Fl'o.m a special 
corl'eaponde~t, gc2not~o ePA £pJlSioft& peetlz, 
4 M81 19f~i p Tt0: 



PoJ•r !J&oo_in Shf J.eaiala.t,ute 
one auob power bloc existed ill tile Lok Sabba. ao4er tbe active 
leaderebip of laJ3lwaa Ram, and it bae aometiae• wo.rked to 

· eecuJte btnetl te for the Wltoucbablea. Ita suooeaa baS 

depended 011 the political circus tanoee pr..vaillaa at the. 
time. ror inatMce, ln the 191T el.eotf.onf)1 tbe consr•••• 
tbou&Jt ata-ong iD ille reserved eeata, aatfeaaec1 a diat.alahe4 
maJorit)', 1dlicb dl'opped t.roa ft to Gl per oWJt. the detection 
ot little aore tbu half the COD&roa reserved e$at ~lden 
would bave brought do1m the· aovemruent. . fb.ls see.11s to ha\'e 
given them a poei tloa of atratesl.o lttportanoe, and to bave 

• provided thea w1 th a poll tictll level'a&e wbiob tbeJ e.uliel' 
lacked. 
A&ain in Nov•bel', , tt69, when ·tile coaarus Pal'tJ lpll. t toot <~ 
plaoea, un. Gaadbi retained a govemlbc ~~a.JoritJ larc•lr 
throop the 1o7a1 t7 of Ja&tlwan aaa aa4 tile reserved a eat 
bo1de . .ra, and this gave tbea a o.ruolal l~JPo.rtanoe •.. 
A8 a .reaUlt, taan7 ol tbelr d811111l48 we.re met. fheJ se~UI'Id 

a n•be.r ol alate terial po•t•,.A on 13 tto••••r t86f 1 UU'ee o 

of tbe fiYe ctepatr atai1ter• -.pointed ••~• Sobedaled caste 
u.p.a. ln 1968, J'ese.rvatlons tor proraouo, ·ta go'fel'DIIeat 
eenice were liberallaect. Ja Ute tall of 1069, Buctdblste 
becaJDa eliaiJJle tor SObedaled caste poet-aat.rio eoho.arahipe. 
In beceabe,., tbe Cou ti totlon was aatlld•4 agala• bJ ~-;-

UllUlaoua vot•• to extenct reterved aeata tor aooth• ten 
)'eare. In Januarrt 19TO, goveftlllaat pnpoae4. to •titteu 
'Ute UlltoucllabllitJ (otteuoea) Act. ID API'il, reaenattona 
for SobedUle4 Cas tea reaudina 4lrect 'ecru! tllet to tile 
eta tral aervi ce• were raiaed t.roa 126 to 11 p·e.r •• t. 6 

Ia the ate.tea, ad boo SchedUled caste groups do exist tn 
neq oeeeablJ,. bot tber vaq ln their ctosree of organisaUon. 
oontlouit,y and efleotlveness. one socb bloc oxleted in 
Alldbl'a P.radub 1tltb D. SanJeeriab as leacter. BUt the 
faot that the e·tat~e~ per capt ta expend! ture o.o Sobec.tuled 
Caate welfare 1r8J the lowest in Ute oount.rJ, and in 1968, 
1 u poll ticiane p.toved indifferent to the Kanohikaoberal 
bad.Jaa bU.ml.as lnoideDt 11blob borritled people oleewbere 
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l.o the oouati'J, polnts to the 11alte4 effectl•epela oi tbla 
power bloo. 
Perhaps the effectiveness of such blocs ia 11111 ted beoau•o 
thoJ nat aol'e cm reservations .; stat"to.r., a.wabers in the 
lealelatue than on a power ba•e with tbe voters, Also, 
the Sobedoled caste t.t.L • .Aa. ten4. to conoent~ate their 
effort• ao'e on distributing tbe benefits of •p~otective 
diecrialnattoa• such at govfu·m:aeat. Joba• acholar•hlps and 
ai.nla torsblp&• among tbe aoro prosperous of tho Sebed.lll_od 
caste aambors, than b!l buildittg up ibu. ! hori~b tal uni tr• 
·Dfl wtdoll such a power base IIUSt l'ett •. Be•idee, th&J are 
called upon to represent tbe non-SohodUled caste mebers in 
theil' con.ati tuenoie•·· whOt ia al•oet all oaaea otataaabe.r the 
SobednlotS castes •. ovon l('l the .reserved bonsU tuencies. 
'Blou&b the i•tearaUna function of electoral politics is 
thus performed• Ule unit)' ot the Scb•4Dled Castes vis-a-
vis the othe.rs. is broken. 
As Lelah Dttebklrl SBJa, *fhe klnd ot J)ower tbat will be 
respected ln tho long rWl tdll bavo to be generated outside 
tbo legislatures and boyond the clevlees of proteottve 
dlsorllliDad.on,"139 Saob a power base is re• to be 
create4. 
This ls all Ule more iJDportant it we aooQt MJ.ron :wet.nw• e 
emde.rstandloa or tbe Indian political aituatlon, opara.U.aa 
in an economy oR aoa.roe resources. Po~, be says, the 
aovo.maent is only l'esponsive to organi.1od demands, 1dlioll 
aomotiaes dete.r:lo.ratos into violenoe. "OnlJ wllen public 
orcter is endan&•rod bJ a 11888 •oYeJlent i• tile aove .. naent 
willing to flake a conoo•ion, oot becaaa• th•J couider 

. the del'l8lld legl tillate, but aw.oauae the)' then reoopize 
the 1 treng th of the group •akin& the 41iDQD.d and i t• 
cepaclt7 for deat,ruotlYcmess, ThUs, tbe govemlltllt .,tteo 
alternates between unreepObsivenees to tbe 4a.and8 et 
larae bat peaceful' croups aracl total conoe•sloa to group• 
that pl'eas tbei.r d88181'lde Yiole tl;r.•1«» Ia auoh a 

1961) 
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polltioal envll'OIIIIent, tbe orgao1•e4 aeotore ot •ocletr 
(student•, labour1 olril eenante) • npreaen.tln& a l'elatlve17 
pririle&ed clase are able to extract benetite llblle the 
daancts ot relativelr unorpalae4, depreeeed eeotiou ot 
the population go anbeede4. 
fbus, the ultJ and vtgi.lalloe ot the SohedUled cutes ia 
neoeasu)' if tbe rl&h t• tor .blob Mbedk.,. to apt., and 
wbloh we.re auaranteed to thea in tbe Coaetl tuU.oa, ue 
to be translated into realitJ.· Por power ia rarelr, lf 
ever • ballded clOWl trOll one &I'OIIP to ano tiler. suob power 
lar&elr remains a le&al floUon. It _, to be fought tor 
8114 won, a4 this requlree etrength, ualtr and leadership. 
The vertical aobillzaUoa of Scbectuled caste poll tlolane 
wbloh we have ••• prevailing in tbe poet•iaca.pendenoe 
period, and tbelr oooptloa lato tbe, till receotlJt ruling 
Coaar•• ..Pal'tJ• ia not oondaclve to aD i~~proveamt of their 
po1ltion ia sootetr. 
Aoocu•dlq to v.a, Krleblla 1711', tbe aobilizatio.o of 
Scheduled castes at the villas• level 11 an easential 
prerequiai te for an iiiJU'oYeeent la tbeir oonditiou. Be 
euggeata that Special COUJ'te be set up for tJtlal of 
ortencea agaln•t untoucbabllltJ• 

•Tbe Special courta au~t be located in villa&•• 
where barlJana aoetl7 liYe ·•••• Speolal-Courta 
mot be alttlaa 1olel7 fol' caeea uruter this 
Act Mel the ooapoeltion aost be of two lapen 
of whoa one •ust be a ba.l"ljan and the third a 
law:aan.• 1•1 

M.&. Boae, ex~comaieel~aer ot SchedUled Ca8tea aad Tribes 
euggeated tbat the onlJ etteotlYe war to end UDtouchabilltJ 
•1• direct action, over aad above othar •aetlrea ln the 
loa of a no.n-vlol•t aaael'tion of their oo,natl tutional 
rlgbta by the SCbedDled caatea.•1' 2 

141. v. a. K.rlabna I )'er. op.. oi •·· 
142. •oovei'Qllent told to glve Barl.jaaa 'Uleir 4Qe•, IIU1i:OO 

aereaa (Delhi), 26 Feb•uai'J 18TO,. 
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h•enation of pverDilenS Jpba 
A chief aveDue ot occapatiOJlal mobilltr ln poet-lu4epende.noe 
India haa been: ULrougb tbe e11t~ ot reaerved poata in 
cove.I'Dilont. Govemaent .tobJ otter sectu•ttr and pre•tlae. 
A tew Sobedaled caste iruti .. viduala have gabled position• of 
power and • tatua in the blgbea t rallka of the bureaaoraoJ, 
bJ Yir·tae ot tbe reserved poets. Ia a aocletJ of wideap.read 
uaemploJIIent an4 ad.:rr co•petlUoa for 'oba, the reserved 
posts en•uze that tbe Sobe~led castet f1n4 ••preaentatlon 
in the oiril senicea. table 1 gives the SohedUlecl caate 
e~~plo,.ent in the central Govenuaeflt se.rvioe• fnm 1919 to . ' ' 
1966. 

I. 
Jl. 
Ill. 
IV. 

Scbedllled caate lillllplo,.eat ita central GoYemaent 
se.rvioea • .f81lU&rJ t.91S9 an<; JaDtaafJ DGI 

tlftfO' 

1,1fi,080 . . 211,940 

20~319 
30,001 

t,ttf,fl .. 
1,1T6,8a& 

2,3,,,060 

l, 6! 
3tt ,,., 

9tJ.Otf 
211,0'13 

311,.2& 

s.ca•t• 
l!!r, set 

t..18 
a.as 
6.9& 

tt,a•, 
12.16 

t.ff 
a.aa 

'&.86 
i 17.9' 

13•28 

Froa tu table it 1• clear that ( 1) the rec.rultaent of 
Scheduled caat.e persoCI iA aove.rueat service lalla ahort 
ot the 16 per oent re•enationa ude tor th•• ( 2) Thel"e 
la a loP-sided dis tributlon ovel' the tour oategorie• or 
olaasee. ot poate, ao tbat 1a 1966, over two-thi.rda were·. 
menials• and all but 1,336 ot ~be rest wel'e ole.rke. Thus, 



•s 13 :-

•wblla l'uervat1ona baY• bad aoae l~~pacl an oleri.oal po•ta, 
tbe Scbedlaled caatea haYe entered bisb•r l'anke onlJ ••~"J 
alowlr.•'" Table 8 abo111 the detiol t la rtpl'esealatlDJl la 
the ditt•.ren t oateaonea: 

Def.tol t ta ReprtletaUo.o ia Dltfel'tftt cateaori • 
of Peate ti'Om t..l.IO.If to t.t.&tto in tbe ca~• of 

&ohedl11e4 cu tel 

oe.nel"al 
ill crease 
lD 191.!•., . 

Claea I 
Cl .. a IJ 

IS,JCj 
aa,ua 

Clde 111 e, at .oaa 

6,08,891 

GG 8361 
sua lt.l& 

oc,eaa 96,062 

oe,a• t,ot,aa'f 

lC3. Lelab Dlllhkiu, op. oi t. p 11'9• 

1812 
1801 .... 

G··1d t 
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certain problema stand in tbe war of, full atl11zation of 
_.eserved poets. 
Moat. Olaas I ·and Class I I posts are tilled bf pro1110tion wbe.re 
resenatlons do not applJ, unless tbe Minlstey adopts special 
rules. The onlJ one to do ao wae· tbe BallwaJ Board in the 
ea.rlJ 1960&, wben the Railway uWster was an untouchable. 

'fbe •alaten&lloe of a .roater, ~adicaUag tbe .teo.rni.taent fna 
these oateaorlos is aot oontralizod and '&his leadS to In­
adequate dlase•lnad.on ot vital iDtormaUon. sl.noe the 
rdenation ls proporU onate to annual vacanolea. bJ the 
U.ae ibe non-tulfilaen t ot ta.raet is discovered, the time 
lapaea. 144 

fblrdlJ, tbe pa-eJud.toe of r•oruitina autbo.rid.es to oanclidates 
froa the Scbedllled caatea and the built-in lnlel'ioritJ complex 
of the latter are addl ti.onal obstacles 1ll the pl'ooeas or 
l'eo.flll taent, 

(/Y IJgnoaig giaenpieJ! , 
~~lotlilent of land la one of the ·majo.r prograuea for improving 
~ tbe eoonollio position ot the SchedUled castes. A8 otau ot. 

a piece ot land, bowover aaall in uea, tbe HarlJan fal'llel' 
acquires a p.resti&e earlier denied to hla in an agricultural 
aoclet7 ln whiob. land is an l~~portaDt source ot weal Ul. 
Tbe three aaln sources ot land tor distribution ue ( 1) land ~ 
througb .reclamaUon of cul tlvable waate lands ( 2) aurplaa 
lan4 a:eteaaed t.brougb impost tlon of ceillnga on agricul tu.ral 
bolcttnga and ( 3) lands 11ade available tbrougb Bbooclan and 
oramdan. The Govemmeftt of lnclla has a_pent 11.100 orores 
dul'ina the lea t oi&b teen 7eara on allo talon t of 1 end to 
SchedUled Caa tea. · In tbe Fire t, second and Third Plan periods, 

111.•6 lakb acres of land were distributed to landless 
agricultural workel'a, including Soheduled caetea. 14.6 

Thia aaain baa led to indlvi&aal mobllltJ, as a few Sobeduled 
caste persona :La eaoll area aa-o allotted land fol' oulUvatlon. 
while .the vaat aa.jori t7 conUnue as landless aarioUl tural , 
laboul'e.re. 

s••· f .K. Ooamea, l.b.i'd, . p 166. 
141. T.K. OOUltD, Ibl'd.' 
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Bot, beatowlas land on the Sohe4uled oastea is noc taougb, 
and there lhould be tollow-ut measues w erunare that tbe 

· new laocknmera der1Ye the uaS.u b•etl t t•o• tile ooate.rral 
of laad 011 thea • 

.&a it ttanda todaJ1 it appears tbat *he Sebedllled caate 
aaricul turists llave to contend w1Ul a llWiber or difticul ttee .• 
So•ti•••• the laad allotted to thea remdha aert1J Oil 

papel", ara4 theJ are tmable to tate possession ot ''• 
SecoadlJ• the 1an4 boldirlp are ••17 small, aacl uauallJ ot 
tallow or waate lud. !bit l'"equlrea a lot ot t.a•eataent• 
'lfhicb the BariJan aarioUl ttttia t laoka. Moreover t tbe ••all 
aoa-eaae of labd doea aot llate 1 t an eooaOIIloallr viable 
unit oapabll or •upportia& Ilia t•117• eo he flu to aappl011ent 
bu irloome. Table 9 at•• the sice of tbe boldlaga of 
Scbedllled Qaate qrioul turletl in Gl)Jant. 

'ilae· oi OalUvailna 
JltiQll& •. 

L .. a tban one aor• 
t.o • a. • ao.r•• 
a.G • 4~t ao.rH 
&.o - 7.4 ac~r• 
1.1 • 9.9 aorta 

10.0 • 12.4 aor .. 
sa.& • •'·' aor• t&.o - ao.t aorea 
30.0 - 49.1 ..... 
ao.o • aoaaee 
tDlapeoi tied. 

b!tlt.!.• 
. ' 

ri oaiJarat ! . 

fdal. Pfpg)gygn 
38 

142 
tf8 
1&3 
81 

'' Of 
t.fl 
fa 
a a 

' 1000 

'· oQlara\ 
spe4UJ.ad cos ••• 

88 
864 
:u.& 
148 

f&· 
64 
21 
89 
2& 

4 
6 

1000 

Thirdl;, where tbeJ ue ehare-oroppen, an inol'dinatelJ lara• 
•bue ot Ute prodUce 11 app.rop.rla$e'4 bf the landoae.r. 
AOOOJ"dlng to B. V. Paa4Ja1 tbe laJU1Dae• take& a• •uob aa 
so .of per cent, 146 but eo per ceat ta not 811 Wto08110n 
tlsun. 
The Bal'iJaa cultivator hal also to ooattil4 wllb the oppoelt1on 
ot tbe upper oaatee ariataa oeat o'f the aotion of uatollohabilitJ, 
aad 111lieh ia aanltu'&ed b. •arioua toraa of bara••ent an4 

• V .N • Ito tllul, ~~ I SuM of -19DP91! 9 £rgSi1t• •I She §obtdglgd 
Cot Sf! kl 9!!30£8! (Baroda toT&), p a5. 

146. n. v: Pan4ra, stj;iviy lo! .pgpngllig BquJlitz 
P ta.t. 
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pre3a41ce. A8 aeaUoae4 earlier. tbue 4ifticu1tlea •~'• 
co•polUlded b)' the lack ot ani t1 and o.rgenl•atioa of tile 
SchedUled cu'*ee• fh• ooaplaitlt.a .recistered b)' the sobaclUle4 
ca~t•s al•• an ladf.ca.tton of tile p.robleaa tbeJ faet• .ra.Dging 
froa preveDUng them to cultivate tb.elr 01rll lall4 to 
aucte.-. 

•ta the rear toea-aa. two cbaaa.r tutlte• ot .-ltlaae 
Zek·da ( Dholka) were ctep.rived of thdr o••nh:lp In. 
larad bJ Ute .Ill per oae te agrioul turla t,. Ia Ute eaae 
rea.r1 one protected tenant of llotl•Bon rillaae 
(Dholka) wat1 p.r .. •ted troa oultlvaUaa hle lana. 
ln. asaa.&t, one ot our ••leettd oa1 U.vaUaa falliliea 
fa-om lawa villa&• (Saaand) bad Wldertakm Joint 
ouJ.tlvaUon wt.Vl a Ko11 (hlper OMte) o&d.UYator 
to aateauar4 hie life aDd clop•.• ttT 

Diacri•lnatlon bJ Yillaae artlsana like blaot•mit~ an4 
OUplll teNt ''lbO .-efued to repall' tbe1JI egrical ta.ral aple­
aenu, waa alao roortect. liofllal ~'•CJ!Ji.r•eDta of watel' 
for ir.r.ls.at~on pa.rpoaea wer• not •et .ttb. Coaplai.ata. wu• 
•4• bJ a. Ba.rljaaa \bat tb•r did tlot ···-all)'_ benef1 t 
trom tile ao•e..,..eat l•rigatloJ& 1-olleae, altbOPill tiler ba4 
to bed their ebare of Ute cost. There wr• alao oo•plalnts 
tbat theia- ewopt we.re srazed awa)'. J t waa 'btll•••d bJ the 
Bari.JaJl& tb•t the ehiet ,_. .... for trequ•t tbetta fl'oa 
their :ta.ru was due to tbe taot that thl'eabiog opel'atlone 
took place in a .,orne&- ot the thr .. hlng UOWld, aa ther 
•• .,. not allowed to •• tbe oent~al place fo.r lhle 
operation. Fiaa11)'1 tb.e BariJaaa bad to -.plOJ bil'ect laboiU' 
t.rota the upper oaetee for obtalal.q nte.&" f.roa tbe rillaae 
well, tll14 tbia wululJ .raised tbet.r p.rodllollon eoata. the 
loasea sutf eru bJ the eel eo ted smaple of Sche6lled caa te 
oul tiva~ng ·tattles l'evealed tbat tiler 8110DIIte4 to 8 pe.r 
o111t ot the aaareaate value ot. tbe1r asrioul·tual 
produ.o•. 148 

Wblle the econoaio poa1 lion. ot a I•• irultri dUals baa lllpi"OYGd 
as a ••uJ.t of Ute aea~a.res initiated bJ aov•.raaent, tbe 
eoonOJdo oondl U OD of tbe Sohfldu1•4 cast• in aenel'al iD 

i'T, Ibid,. p it2, 
l48. Ibid, p 143. 
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the po•t-iadeperuteaoe period continue• to be poor. 

A atotr of four dietrlote of Taa41Dado •e•eale tbe difference 
in eoonoalo •ta.n41q of Ha.rlJ• aact noa-BaltJaD tulllea. ltD 
Ja a ooapuJ.eon of th• pooweat Jaouseboldfl in hOtb c.roapa, l t 
•• round. tbat the p•r capita booae of the poor•t BArlJao 
botllebolda la lese tbaD that of tile poorest llOD•RariJaa 
houeellolda • sl•ilarlJ, ·a coapaneon t>f. tile afllaent. bouae­
holdl in botb c,roup• show• that th• p•r oaplia ioooee of 
the latte"' ia veq •ell bi&luw Cbu that of U.. foNel'_, 110 

·-- ,-.OJllJ IS pe.r oent·- of til• Bari3an• oau-••••- tu--ave.raa• pe.r 
o.Plta i11ooae ot the etate as a 11ho1••'61 

The aon•Har.lJaM tQJOJ a IMttt•,.. •'-Claret of 11Ylaa tbaa Ute 
Bati.Jaae u i.e evid• t I I'M Table it) 

Jtbl•~ut 
-. 

AYeraae of oe.rtab t.poztaa'& eooaoalc tao tor• ·ot · .Bari.Jan· 
11!\.am=Htdle. hQBJtll•IM· ftr . .PteloDl' disS£lsts .aeblpea, 

A•eraae per capita booaae 
AYe.raaa per oap&•a apendl tuJ.J• 
Dep•ttencJ .ratio 
•••ra&• houaebo14 else 
Puoentaae !alii •plore4 

BtrlJAPt I29-HI!i3AP8 
22f ~0 4.06.0 
349.0 . 43 •• 0 

&.8 
•• s 

lf.O 

3.0 
6-.f 

43.0 
Perc• ta&e of o••~"• t3 ,o 40.6 
No. •aaae4 ttl aoJt•aari cul t11ral 
wol"k aa.a 89.oe 
total aoru ot lancl owae4 IU ao.-o• ••a acttea 

(BOO houa.t.olda) ( WT houebolda) 
size ot boldlna 
Pel' capita. lancl per bouaeholcl 
LlteraoJ 

a.s 
o.ee 

aa.e 
,.._ • tudl a boa tba t po•eru la aore wi 4eapwitacl all fi aou te 
aaona BariJane than GJDon& NOA•Hari.tans. In 1970, TG.l per 
c•t of Bad.Jana were found to be liriaa below the povertJ 
li.oo \dllle tbe ool'respondln& tisuate to' ao._Bal'i..JMa •• 

111. Ibid. 
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&o.s. ae pe.r cent ot aon-HariJau expe.rienoe extre.ae povertr. 
l.e. their pe.r ce,pi ta expen4l tare la leas than 10 per cent of 
'lhe sabeist•o• leTet..,'52 

VtU'J lew Bal'f.Jan lardllee wero able to eave. on tile oontl'tli'J.t 
666 or tbe eoo families 1n Uui sample, w•r• in debt. Of '"•• 
'GB faallles, or so.& par oent borrowed fo' tlhp.todUcti1'e 

...________., --
purpoaes. fhe gravitJ of the f!11tuat1on le clear froa the 
faot tbat aoat. ot them had borrowed ael'el, in or4t.r 'lo 
au.rv1 ve. usa 

'l'hua, while there haa been iftdlYi4Dal aob111t' tbaroo&b: tbe 
\ reaervatlon or seats in 1o&1alatur~e en4 ia govei'DIItat ae.rvl.oe 

tbroup allotaeut of 18114 aQd otber acbemes. on the whole tile 
ecenoalc posiUon ot tbe UDtouobablt.l t.e fa,. fro• aoo4. ln 
the .ru!'al ueae tbeJ cotl•titute tbe agrioul tu.ral labour force, ' 
wbioh la Wlol'ganlze4 u4 •~"••u•lated:. Tbe •ac•• ue low and 
the wort is seaeonal, raaultilla 1D an4ereaplo,.ent. 'lheu 
aonetatJ indebtedness to tbtlr 8a.plorera &l•ea rlee to tbe 
pemicioue sys•a of bonded labour • 

FrOil tbil, ••· aa7 oonolild.e tbat tbe.re hal betQ a qualltaUve 
ob.aDge ill tJlat eoa• Sebe4aled caate peJ'eoDI aow oooupf blab 
ottlo• la the politieel aDd adlllniat,-aUve hlefarobJ. Bf1t 

the •snltu4e ol cbanc• i1 118ted, oontlned ae it la to 
a few 1rut1Yid.aale. All 1ueh, tlte la41'rid&la1 JDObllity 11bioh 
bas oooul'red tn '&be poat-indeJUIIldeDoe pe.rlod appeara to be 
melalJ of a apabolio aatur•. 

BsJuoaJ&gn / 

In. the poet-lndepen4enoo pe.rlo4 Ute SobedUled cut•• baYe beeo 
the beneticiaries o:r a auuabe~ ot gover1111ent 1ollae1 to proaote 
tllel• eduoa•toA. fhe7 are &l'antecl faclll tiea auoh aa awal'd 
or lcholarahipe, eiddaJ mealt I.e aohoole, moaetatJ aid to 
bilJ book• and olotb"• hostels. etc.. 'lbe nuabe.r of poat­
aatrlo Scheduled caste seholarsbip holders rose t~o• 656 in 
l9tf•48 to t,o•.ots la t98'1~ts. 11' Tbe number ot ove.-•eas 

152. lbicl. 
113. lbld. 

ta,. t.K. ooaa-.'7,~· ot '· 
l>\·1)9 
~ 

-·~ 



uobola&"shlp holcten baa alao been flteadilJ ino,e&.ttlac. 
Beae.rvation ot eeata in _pJ'ofesslonat lasii tutloas like 
&a1n~ eohoola• tadtla trial fl"aiDlnl Ins d. tQtea ha•• aleo 
bed aatte • 

. vAJI a r•ult. of all tb•e ••aaurea; vthe 11tel'aOJ l"ate of 
the Scbedalect caa•• rose fl'• J..J: per oent lc i93l to 
10. aT ,per oent in 1061. 188 . Bowtft.r, l t. tail• tar ebori 
of •• lltel'aoJ •ate· of tbe aeneral ,popUlation, wbiOb · 

• tood at a• "'' oea~ in l9Gl. 
J.P. Nalk hM dfWelop•4 i.he ooao.,t ot tooettlcl•t ot 
eqaaliiJ' to cOIIPfl,te Ule •.rolaent of Sebe(la14ut'Calfl• ia 
educational 108 ti tutl on• G. tb tba t ot the aeneJ'al popu.. 
latlon.168 lf tbf4r en.rolaeo' te b. tbe 'same pnpoJttlob: 
at tb•l• populaU.on to tb• total populaU.on, tho oo- .. 
effict.•t of equalitr ie 100. nut Ule oc-etiioient of 
equali tr or •• SCibedllle4 oaat•a, •• in fable 11. WaB toun4 
to be on11 e4.t 1u tteo-et ud ee.• •• &9&&-G&,. 

te&t.&s+ 
Perof.IDtaae BUolatllt Ballo u4 Ceefftoieat of SQuall t)' 
for Soh•t~ulea oaatu la 4ltt•l'tnt cate&oriee of 

si.IA!Sitg~:e·~~eJ.anA ll'~:e~enial.• .. , .P.J"centqe 
N&. TJPe o · 118 · t. on · SD..,lm•t aatlo Bar.olaent Ratio 

'* . , r • r .a, 1 •" o · J!§Q:-§1. ~~~~~ 1 l!fJQ-61 &81§:fJ6, 
·sObooll 

1. rr ... Pri•q · 3.8 &.9 10.0 
a. Pri....,/4alol' ·aaalo t4.G UJ.t ''·" a. li14d1e/Smiol" Buio. 9.0 te.e 62.9 

'· Bllb/Bi&lle.r SeoOildUJ 1.1 s.n. ~~.a 
a. Vocational • a.o • e. Speolal • 11.3 * i: Olh~~ , ii!i" tl!i:· ::lilf"' : ,:q :sifiiif11I::~: :::;: 

co leae~.tor Gene~ 
Bduoe~lon a.• '·' 28.9 

••• s.o. coJ.leaea to.- P.rotea•loaal 
Ediloaiioa ''·' CJ.l TS.6 

11. CollO&etl :tor ether 
B4ucation • • • 

··tJ•~~¥:tif'f'Krt· ~•se• · .. , -' ... , 1 1 
a,e 

- t 1 •• 1 ... . 
• · co eaes and . 

ii; ~~~r~~lf~~:::.:. : :,, :: , .: . ll:t .. :~~:1 . : li:! : 
' . . 

.sboa a&ainat' COlle,ea fO' P.roC•ei.oaal i4uoat1oa• M 
eepa~ate tlau•ee aze not available. 

-.Inoln4td under Colle&.a lor o•neral BdUoalion. 

as.e 
s •• u 
IT.S 
4G.G 
.a.a eo.• 
IB:I : 
ae.a 
27.3 

• 18:2 

26 ~ !l:i. 

••• lnoladea Schools for Vocatiobalt Speelat and otbe' Bdaoatlon 
aleo. 

+ J.P. Nalk, Education of the Scheduled castes,Jcssn,(New Delbi,t9T1)p1~ 
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AS. J.p. Nalk •aJ•• •Thla iapllel tbat tbe. Scheduled. caetea 
have a till a fal.rlJ loq wa7 to 10 to e•en ap wl th tbtl 
edUcational development ot tile othe.r e0111bunitlea.• 1&~, 

' I 

fte SobedQled caetea ba'fe ••• 41tteweutiallJ to edOoatlon. 
so••• 1k• tb.e Chbl•b• b8Ye aa4e fairly .rapid p.ropue ta 
llteraoy. and galnlDg an •dueatlon baa lateo on the 
4i•eMiOD8 Of a IDOYGaeDt -Olll Ut•• fable 12. gi·... the 
ll terao)' .rate ot the Cbblllbe coapared to that o:t the 
general population. 

., 

Pe.roenta&e of literaoJ a•DI Cbbiabe ·: 23.13 
Peroentaa• of litea-ao)' &liOn& Sobtdale4 
cas tea of Biuobat· Pradeab · • . 
PerotDtaa• of 11 teraor of the aeaeral 
PO.PUlatlon of Biaacbal Pl'ad .. h . · l 1f.ll 

!hue. the llteraoJ· .rate of til• cbbtabe is aearlr· tb.l'e• 
. . . . . . ~ ~ : . . 

U••• blper tbaa to.r th.e Scbedultd caa tea· ot H'-obal 
P.ractub,. and t t ia ••• hlp a. Ulan .'tbat tor tile a_ee.ral 
popuJ.atf.oa.. · 

/ 

, ADotbu feature ta tbat a alpifioan.t.aubar ot chblabe 
(43,6 p•r cent) baYe acbie••4 •••• eduo~ttonaJ 1.We1. ~. ' - . ' - ' 

bult of til era , ha~e sa1ned a prlup ~~~el . of eduo4tion 
( 39. •a per oeo t) • . . All4, ctu.riaa tbe last ct~oade, . ..., tbe ohht.be 
bave lD84e aome p~oa•••s . in. the bigber leveli et -edUeaUt'U'lt 

•o tbat there ua now .tong th• a few &l'aduate• I,Uld poat­
&raduat•, as well a persOJta witb teobaieal qual.i:tioa-
tlob8.168 · 

~Wblle eoae like tbl ebbi•b• haYe •ade rapl4 •tr14 .. la 
edUcation. oUter Schedulect caate• bave r .. l•te4 it. The 
rea•one are aan7. firat17• tber c81Ulet afford to keep a 
rr;; 

S&a. To ~. Oomme.n, ef: cL:t · 
tcse. J.P. Nalk, ltJ9sattg el D• &Qb.!d!!led CM*"• x.c.s.s.a •• 

19,1. . 
tif. Ibid, p 12. 
' 

• Ce.naue of Inc1ia 1961, ~bhiabe 191!tfl91tfra£DBtee PI Bigoba& 
rrodt!lt Stbllographlo s UClf D •. Moao&ra .se.rl••· . . 
Pa.rt VB( IV), p 12. 

168. Ibid. 



ebi14 in aoboo1 tor a auaber. ot Jean. •sudtq a Obl1c1 to 
aCibool me81lt an t.mediate tall ia f81dlJ' inooae 884 a loq 
teftl invdtaaent otadoubttal natue-•119 Secondlr• edllcation 
., .. aot aaa.-antee. a .tob ia the •ploJaea.t llaftet. fllu, 
tit• Sltligar ba'Ye not encoutfa&e4 e4tlcaU.on fo~ tbei.r cblJ4rtO. 

•th•J feel. tbat bieber •dUoatloa would tMt eoonoaloallJ 
die .. •rou tor tb•• .Ja poliabiq of ••tala ••1 have 
a tata-17 proep.fii'OWI tnaetr)'• an4 tbeJ want tbel.r 
chllda"en to • ~· to it. 'fheJ appa-uead lbat tl a. 
M(.• l'eoelYe bi&her eduoatt.oa Iller will aapt.Jt• tol' 
wh te-oollar Jo-. 'Wbieb tbe7 •r ol' ·•J aot a••· 
'fhl7 will oot aoqut.re akill In their traditional 
occupail011. Th08, tor u UDees-tala social aoal, 
tbeJ will loat •• aeeuitJ ol livelib0o4 U.•1 uv• 
at pweseat.• '100 ; 

fbla .b1Jbllpte Uta uawbacka or tiM prt•ent •J•*• .of 
edtlcation, 'lhtob .baa ....,.11 a tbaol'etlcal ooatent ad aqJ.eota 
teaclllq of p.racU.cal ak1111. BdaoaUon t.1 a1eo ut ·rel•ted. 
to tile .aeedl of tbe .rural •riroa•t• Lakabaan of tbe 
Yaru:aa oaate 'Who wall totenie"ct aai4, •a• •i va.nt 
parobl• lacina tbe o(JJIJIQDt \7 le. &bat of lbe uaeraploJae.n t ot 
tb• halt ••oated people.•161 Be eua .. te4 that .,,.. 
empballs be 1t•• to lllpartiaa teohni~ eduoatloa to bi1 
p•ple. 

Table• ta and I( s1•• a.· llte.racr l'ate aael le¥•1 of e&­
oational attatnaeat of some of tb.e settedtaled cutea. 

so•&• aa• 
. . · . · EJDIIM'f' J!l~ JciSMO!Z · · · · · 

I.e CMII '-~~ r I. II ,; ·_ . !;GUSI!. 2' St.AS• - A••rll pop!1lasJoa 

e.ta e.e, 
I.Gt r.to. 

10.00 8.6 

13.1'8 s.•T 
at.fO e.,, 
8.1 ta.e 

.. . - . ~ . 

-lt.20 

at.ao 
21.20 -

189. B.a. Cbaa.baDt •Special PI'Oblen ib tb.• Bdltoation of the 
Solledlll.e4 Odte•• sop!RIPU gl .IJwat&oa &a led&o. op.ott.p23•. 

teo. Cen•ua ot ta41a toet. ·§tlf'tf' ti::Rfllli, Btb.Doaraphlo stu4J 1, 
Mo.Dograpb Sel'i••• Part VB I p G. · 

111. Cen••_ of la41a .1981, !@PIP• e ;ohedDJfd Cf!fitf~JU!drM• 
BtbD&sraphlo s todJ 4, Monoarap ••lee • ,aJ't • 
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-
Than elM 
Vett•wan 
ObaNlk 
Datlk 
Mi'&ba AJJal.avu 

. 
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tablt.a.,• 

l!E"•J!U at w·teruz 

. 
Lf!!ll 11 Jldaystas 
·Literate 

n or r 

ta.c& 
·Te.o 
&f.te 
T6~88 
sa.aa 

a«.o'l 
·•. •.. , 

19.91 
lf.fl 

• r 

et.ao 

lfatrlo and 
WXI. · 

-a.tt 
3.81 
o.Gf 

. 1 

-•. 

r.ru the table•, the followt.aa tutur• r•pardlq the edUcation 
of the Scheduled oaetea a.re evtctentt 
I) 011 Ule whole, tbeir rat• ot lilel'aCJ ia lowe_. tbaD that of 

/ 
tbe aaeral ,popUlation. 

c 2) They have mad• the greateat atrlctea in edlloailoa at th9 
pr1maQ' leYol. fhe.i.tproa.rese in bi&ller •«ucaUon la etill 
verJ 1 1•1 ted. 

8) Tbe mea have bave a hipe.r liieraor rate~ tbaa t1ut 
women. 

,;4) fhe utbaa · Sehedllle4 oastee bav• a bisber 11 toraor rate lbaD 
tile .rural Sche•led cas tet;a. 

vWe have seen 'Cba 't in the poe .,_iadep•denoe peri oct, the poJ.ic)' 
ot protective ctiaorlaf.aatloa baa enoouzqed indlvi4aa1 •obllitJ 
in boUt the political M4 eoonoldo apll•.ru.. ttd.• baa •••a ... 
•pl"ead out ln the •••e tbat all ol' aoat of a. antouobabJ.• 
castes can boast of a few indlv14Uala whO '·ba•• .. ._ lt aoo4 

are 
• fafllel 13 AiUl ' ' coapilod froa ceneu ef India 1981, 

Mol1oa.r8.pb seriea, Pa.rt VB( IV)~ . 



and coquil'ed weal 'Cil o.r bip poai tiOJte. But Ute •upa.tdlJ 
ao·blle cast•• ctilousse4 ia Ute laat obapte.r1 1tbo baoefJae4 
fl"oa ooloalal rule and led the untouobable mov•a:at •in the 
p.re-tnaepead.ellce period, llaYe ba.,_ an a4Yaotaae o•e.r the 
ot.ller aatnohable castes ta the poat•lAdependeraa• period. 
AfeA7 of tbe .. ft.8 we 1'Utted, •ere not lrtolUd«Hllr.i tbe 
Setbed.Ule4 caete llet. · Bllt thoae eo •.re, u ••re Ule 
Mahare, ban at•o•1 col'n•••ct tbe •p.-oteotlve diaoriaiaatioa• 
ben•flte• 

H A ••41 of the relative pe.rfoaance o.f the dl.ffv.at 
Soh•daled cut• iJl. ~aabtta ahowt that the Mabal'l ba•• 
appJ'Opl'1ated the S.lon•a aba.ra ot oonoMtioaa and pa-ivile&el 
extended bJ OOY...,.ent to -the SchedUlecl Caetl8.t&l 'lbe . 
e tuc1J 1uple ebo• that as p.r o:eat of the Malian wt.re 
eaplo,ecS at .rallwaJ wor~el'8 1 watebaen or peona in aovemaent 

· se.rric., while Ob.ll aa per coat of Ch&m.bbUa were eo •ploJe4. 1G3 

TboR were no Holara or . Dbo.ra 1a ao•·e,DeDt eemo•· 

the utlllsatloa of aebolarehipl whioh la $D tadez to tke 
deg.re• ot aeo•a to blab• e4aoat10JJ, lhows a 41ttel'entla1 
rate •ona u. Y&rioue Soheftl•d caete1. Tabl•· 15 at••• tile 
4:1fferaUa1 itlpact of the a,peolal faollt tlee. 

' flblt •.• 

.u OAe •••"•" ·•ara • 
"with g.eeater political .pull atl4 bette.r e4aoational 
opporeaDl tl••• tile llahu-a ba•e 1ruwi tablJ outdl.a. 
taooe4 the . .rea t of the ScbedU.le4 Cas tel Ia t•nia of 
the otbe&- lrullcato.rs of eoonOIIio bettement. auob. 
as tbs leftl and qual! t7 or gplofl'e t. the dearee 
of a.rbalisation, etc. • tee 

tea. suoan.da Patwaf'dban; *ASpects ot social Uobi11t.J among 
S. o. bedllled. 088. tes ill .. ··• Poonatr t JrbJJ! )Spciglgp Jp,,lndlft u.s.a.. Bao ( ed.) (New Delhi, t.e74 > ~ .. • • -

163. lbld, p 309. 
• s. Patvardhal'l, Q!!fl'll! gona India'• BHlJp!ftMehoruhtra, 

A Caae S llldf (New Delhi, Df3), p 88. · . 
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we bave earli•l' ••• t:be poll 'tloal IIOblliaatloa of the llabua 
in tile pl'e-ind.,eadeoe pe~oel aa4er tbe l eact•.rahlp ot . 
Aabecta.w. Ia &'eolllt rear•• tb• a.P.J. baa aot•d • a poll tioal 
leve.ro.ae of tbe Mahar•• bJ a ahl'na atrateg of -colldo~Uoa 
IUI4 OOiifi'OJltaUOD wltll. lb8 CObl1'818t llakia1 Ul8 latl81' lll&blJ 
eolloltou ot the irlt•.reau of the lfahal'&. Tb.al'e baa b._ I . . , . 

110 OOIIJUable coao•n fol' .tbe otb•r SoheclUled caetH &1'1 
llaber .. btl'a, wllo have beea 1upportlve of tb• COA&I'•• toa­
laCik ot •r alteraatlve, 8114 oa •hO•• lore~cr· tbe coou••• 
ooald UM.r•tore coUDt on without IIanna to ottett lbem •r 
.,...,..! "Not oalJ baYe theae out• not be• organised fol' 
aobiev.t.n& a a•eJ'al 1oolal aDd •oonuio trao.•toftlatlon of 
tllelr oondi tlea • bll' tbeJ baYe aot bad the le'Yera fol' 
Utl'actilla eY8P litdied ooac•elonl tl• tile aovei'DIItllt .• .,taG 

• I 

fbe polltloiaatlon of ate llalaar8 baa paid olf. 116 ftle CoqJ'eas 
beatowe4 alaist•nblpa on pa-ollill•t llaban 11k• R.K. t'iJ'pa4e 
aad D. T. lllpavate. the coaar••• rartJ •ocoalli0date4 Mahar 
candida tea ia the BaJJa &abba. B.K. &alkwad aad If .a. K•bbal'e 
••• elected to tile laJJa Sabba with &be help of •• 

coaa•••· 
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/fbe upwuct11 •bile aatoaollablea ~tppear to bave aa ublauoat 
and IIBI'&lbal •uta, aJ.leoatacl a1 ttter are •••• thei,. •• 
oeate lellowa. an4 aot tallJ aooep$e4 bJ tbe appu castes. 
lieJ'Old t•aaca apr•••• thia • tate of belq • Sa a •s•l-. 
lllabo•. Be eap, 

•.u the e41acate4 ... utouobablel .PUll ap llll4 awar 
tta tbe aoddea bleakbeas of Uteil' peat eaute, 
UleJ do aot •uite cet ul!!•lt•. bat aeltber 4o tbe7 
aet aw•p· Tbe7 ue people wllo wal'lt abo•• al. 1 
to bioo••. tte.-at tr011 wbat tlleJ '!J'GJte ail4 tdlat 
tbell' fatheJ'e were • !bel wut 'Co· leave ell that 
b•ldo4, to torcet it, to blot it out, bU't tbeJ 
oaae iato a eltuaUoa whe.re too little l.a cliaD&l111 
too alowlJJ. a •ocletJ aUll aonnut4 1»7 oaate dOts 
aot .allow ••. .• to abandon tbeit ••.· lt to fOI'&et 1 t, 
to ltlot 1 t outt~ What theJ uve iato be0011es a 
kla4 Of a•l•lllabo~~:• SIT 

ifarlJ of ••• .rtao~t to *pat•.ba• eapeclallJ ia Ule urban 
aill••• Jaet · ae to tbe alllatto• la tile ua:Lted a tate• of 
.AIIerioa. 

Arlo tbel' •••a• of 1ocifl1 aobili lJ opea to the ua to11cbab1ee is 
a&"b~.t~~war4 Jllsrat1oa~: 

MlsrtUta ,It REt.a AIM!. y/ 
v' Aoeordinl .to Ltpset and. Berullx, utl»aad.uUon ten.S. to 

eU•late a a.reater llex.ibilltJ aa4 atatus aobilitr Ia Ute 
social ltnot•r• b7 pl'eoipitaUGI olt,.ard lliuation an4 
anoaraitr, bJ slvba rise to ea oooupadonal et.ruoiue not 
aubaervleat.. to •• t.radl ti011all J ori • ted a&l'icul tul'al 
MoaoaJ but to tbe. tae t obaDgiaa taau tJtlal, MAetur aA4 
oapi w la tlo eoonoar, aa4 bJ pi'Oilo tlac an 4J.YeJt-irloa-ea:Loa 
blah 4ea~•• of epeoialieation ot tunotloae wblob •eaalt 
in a c011plex dvtaloa ot labou.;118 MoKba Mat"riott coDtraau 



ru~al etratltioatlon eretea tn J•4la wltb tba ••t.opolitan 
apt• of •ooial etratllloatlon. Be ••• Ule latte.r aa 811 

•op••, •Wlive.raalleUe• aDd •latlaitelJ expantible• •Jateta 
while the Jonel' he aharaoteri•ee aa a •olos•d-. .,,, •• 1• 9 

r.ro• tbe abo't'e, it appean Ula' ubarlwa&'4 al&J"aUon is the 
panaoea to,. tbe llle IUffered b7 Ule uatouobabl ... .,.... 

Rowe•••• uban_,.4 aiara'lioa au. !! 4oea not r••ul' la 
upwal'4 aobilitJ., J11'•tlJ1 tbe a.rban-.raral. Gichoto•J 18 
aot aa sJaa.rp aa MoKia Mal'l'iC)tl llakea l t out to be~ there 
appean to exist rather, all ubM • rum conllnuua. 

/. 

srlnivaa obserYu Uia t "nral ba.rb..-1 •• ther •lpala to 
to•• wolle 1ft 1 balr oatUag aaloOlle•, Wasll•ftle ata.rt 
laua.S...l•, slli Ul8 wn in fal'ni tul'e abopa Oilae aeJ.l, lt 
Dol pa-••• oil, Halla work aa aardeoe.r•• Chaaa.re won in 
eboe-ab•»• aracl BrabalDa are oooJt•, teaobel'a ead l.aWJ4tl'l. • 1 fO 
o.s. Bbatt, ln bis etudJ of Cbaaar• ia Dehl'adUr.l, not•• Cbat 
the tlattra 81l4 Baldaaa Cbaaa•• 0011 tinue in tbe4r t.radl tional 
occupation of 1eathel' won. fb4t7 have their oa reeldeaU.al 
looall tlea, eepara te fi'Oil the caa te Blndaa a.b4 eva ftoa 
one anotbel'. iTt 

Jhua1 in tbe ode ot Sohedu1e4 Cdtes, alpatiott to uban l 
area~ resul. 'ta •at.nlJ ln llo.ri110nta1 ~~. obi11tJ. ~ Aocordi.aa to 
a.v. Pandya, JIUJ take llP low illooaa~ Jiel41ng oooupatlons 
such aa taotorr worker• acaYenae, and aweepu, belldout 
driver, oobbler, oODat~uotioo wo~•'• ao~ap collector, 
dtlatbia eol'utlnlee.r •. ekka ctrive.r, •to.sfa 
In the taotol'lea theJ al'e ao•eU.ea eaaed Ollt ot .-plOJilellt 
••• at tH lo•e.r 1•••1•• bf' t.be oaste Binaa •. no •wJ.ll 
•••• aDd aooept all ~ob8 . in tile ladua trial aecto.r •• ~ • tf3 

169. llcKla ll&rl'iott, •lftll tlple aere.reace in ladl81l caat• 
Sp , •••• A. aoi't -blJi!z '• •• SCI! it &z•sa ipulec&t•· 
I • 8i1Ye el'l e4 • . . . . . . .. ~ 

lTO. II,N. Sdaivaa, £MS• An Mod!la JDAI• p 9c. 
11'1. o.s. Bhatt, op. oit. 
tfl. B. V. Paodla. op. ol t. 
:lT3. II.D. UorJ"ia. •cute and the IYolaUon of tbe l.ncllatrlal 

Wol'ktoroe la Iadia• t, E!IS•I!IM• gl '1- M!fi!!IJ! 
. £bllgao0!!ial §gpitJ%; Vol. tO.&, .No. ~; Api~i 1t6o. p ta•. 
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When tb• Scbe<Dle4 caete Vallkers ate.red tbo teatlle ladut'J• 
tiler eeou,ed adltl••ioa 01111 to Ute tbr'oatle apiftbiog aeotloa. 
and haYe beea ooafin•ct to l t ever •lace. a.v. Pan41a taJ•• 
*It le a atranae paa-actox that a ooaau1t)' wboae itlberite4 
akill in ••aYloa l'•due4 th• ell&ible for aecutq uplOJ• 
aent ln tbe •••ill& eeoU.on ••• pre•ented fttoJJ entorin& it 
on· arouu or ,._ iat .. .rl·or altoial atatu,-• 1' 4 But, eva 
her• tbGJ oou14 aot l'etaln their aploJDent aa,d llt the . , 
poat-l'aUoaaJ.l•U.oa pe.rlo4 ot tbe iaduall'Jt the)' toW'ld . 
th ... elv.. dllplaoe4 bJ tbe eM te-B4DdU .uo.rkers. 1J8 fhue,. 
l'e&udiq -..plera•t in· lacr&ol"le& tbe Sobe4ule4 caat~ faoe 
etill ooapeU tion fJloa Ute oaate !drum•. 

,--
Pe.rbape, tbta U~tlaiu •b1 the SohedUled caatet art under,.,. 
.rep.r•ented t.A Ule u.rbaD areaa. Por. uoept in Aa•ara• ill 
all Uae atatea, th• percentaa• ot $chetble4 Gast .. la lli"ban 
a.reaa to tile Ubab populat.ioa -.. lower titan the p•rcenta&e 
ot SohedUltd cut .. in Cbe total popalatloo. BJ tbe 19&t. 
cenaue• the pe.roentace ot. Scbealed caateJ la UJ"baa a.tMI to 
total urban poJnllaUon Wa8 e.t pe~ oent. wbilo the peJ'oentaae 
of Sobe4a1ed caete• ie Jndla waa ''·' pe.r eertt. The telatl•• 
~ate ot urbanlaatlan of ScbedUle4 c.-te•• aooo.rdlaa to v.N. 
Kothal'l la o.&9, i.e. 40 per out 1••• UlaD 1ol' tbe aene•al 
pop~latloa. :tfe tnlile 18 per oent ot l.rutt• people live iD. 
uban ueae. oalr to.f peJ' oent ot Sclledaled caet .. J.i•• la 
uban areaa. 

v.s.o•souM•a explaaaUoa fol' tbt un.derarepa-•entaUoa of 
SobedU.led cutes ill the W'ban a.reae reata en ibe pl'eaU~~ptlon 
tbat the ~ban eoa.aaitiea al'e. aoolo-eooaOiioallJ •ore 
oaplex tbaD mral oomaunl tiea, and baYe a lqt.r ptopoJ"tlon 
of lenl' p.reatlae oocapatioo_,; wbl.ob l'eqa1l'e leu •"'111 aDd 
edllcaUon~71siaoe ihe Scbec1uled Caa'lea bJ aad lara•• laok 
·~ 
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edUcation an4 ekill, tbeJ oan till OGIJ the lowe' pr•ati&e 
ocoupatlont and are (berefo~a anderl'epreaente4 1D the urbaD 
areas. Tbua1 lt is aot urba.Dt.zaUe 111£. !.t. wbieb ·is I'Glate4 
to social ubllltJ, altboU.&b tbe UbaD et.hoa i1 lese labued 
with notion• of pul'l tr anct pGllnUoa. anct tbel'e ia s•aater 
aoope tor iadividUaJ. ialliat.i.Te eftd acbieved. •tatu.a. 
Bather, urbaa~on haa to be accoapaaiea bJ other faotora 
like eduoatlOA, kl.o :and trieru1ahlp •etwo.-u; etc. · · · 

/Above, we ~Ye cll80U8S~d the pb~OilOJl Of bdlYldUal aobilt tJ 
y 'Which lollowe-4 as a .result ot the polieJ of pr~tect1Ye . 

dlaol'ialaatton in ate post•in4o.pendenoo period. we ba~e 
alao ftote4 that tbe llaln aYenll~ ,of sootal •obil~ t1 eoieed 
o11 la tbl• period,.,.. secular - o4uoatton. political offloe;• 
aovenaaent .jobs, etc. Bo••••~""• this is aot \o 8aJ tlla'l 
~ere was ao atteapt at group aobllitJ1 and that tile ritual 
anct, cal tt.u•al •phe.ra eattel'ed nealec*• (Below we will see 
tbat SanakrittzaUon co.ntinuea to b• a aaJol" aYenue of 
cul tval aobl.li tJ to' tbe Scbectuled oaa tea. P'$l"bape i te 
popld.ari:tr in &h• po!t-i.G.dependenoe pedod I• l'ela~ecJ. to 
tile pollUcal bebanou, 'Wilich •• found cbal"acteriatlo ot 
tbe Sobecluled caa tea. in tbia peri ott. 1181De1J Yel'tloal 
aobilisatlon. FOI':t as we eaw, ln Uae pl'e-1G4epmdeoe p•rlod, 
the hori~outal mobilization ot aoN6 untouchable caates 
waa aoco•paDies bJ de-Sanart tieatlon. 

IP•nttutta 
Atoas&on 9'-~l!!krltig d•lti•• 
A4opUon of sanekl'itlo 4oitte• b81 been .l'eparte4 in a aube.r 
of •aoarapbe on tb~ ScbedUlo4 c~ ta publiahed ~r _'&be 
e••ua ot bdla 1061. In a44lUoa to ltutlseacnaa an41ooal 
4el t188,. tJa• ~oheduled. eaatea are foWl4 to -.ol'abip Ute 
deities ot the BiDdu pantbeon. 

The Shenwu of Gl\1a.rat are all Birulua aa4 tbe1 WOJSbi.P Use 
goda Baa• Si ta, Lauua, K.r1sblla, SlYa. tile)' al8o •J'abip 



Baadev- Plr, tbe 4eitled laJput p.r.t.aoe tl'oa llahad. The7 
bave their •• looal aou at1 well• Kho4lar lfata-. Labodri · 
uata, Na&dev, ttbell'apal oa- Vii' Dev. and th• •arioue 
aapeota of Jo18J11 Jlata.1T8 . 

atan7 of the Maid Jolu4 tht saJ.vite u4 VaialmaYitt ••eta. 
aDd adOpted siva Md PeJ'Ual u uael.r &aardiaa cttl ti•, t'ID 

AAfR!&OS ,. II' stela! I'UI.Dt!l 
- ~ ~ "" ~ ... -

'fhe Dawria of ••• BesaJ. bavt atven up •••• of their o14 

rit••· 
*ChaJa Daka o.r tile eallioa baOk ol tile •••• ia. 
ooonecU.oa wl'Ul Ule ob84tQtalea at'ld •ttradb: otl'eaonJ, 
are o. ouo1ou•l7 a•oi4ed bJ •• on tilt oat baacl1 
11bilt em. tbe •tber, tbtJ lid tate tbe practice• · 
of the bi&b•.r oaatea lor aobitY1D& a hi&her aooial / 
• ta 'ua, encl fo.r tbla tbe7 havt aocep ted ••7 local 
tl'al. tt • au ell es uoln tiaa of tvae.rlo oa tile dar-­
of the •rr.t.aae, olferi.ac foo4 iA the 110&\b of 
the dead befol'e ol* ... tion OJ' •utal, toi.111 'flfl o.r &be aourntnc olotb altel* tb.e lwae.ral 
r •• pel'lor•tna Ahlt LiliA (aiailar to Hlr• 
Bhaqa. oe.r.-alarilplilitf cteath polluUoD 
taboo of tb• blgbe.r cutea) etc. • 180 

Q!JIJll! gf. HI! 
- -
the f17a1' ot ""' Bell&al l'efel' to the•elYee aa BaJbanahl 
o.r Su.r)'aban•bl. !her •o•U••• olala to be llabla.bra, The•• 
eppelaUona de iadicaUve of a hi&her aooial atatue, and 

aa.tbaubl. •Mill litel'a117 •ot tbe toral lifteaae o.r ot 
ro1a1 ddoent. •181 

. 
the,re baa been a ebaD&e ia the ttret oaae o:f tbl V•tua1f811 
of Kel'ala. oa• or tbe ia!o,....tt lol'aa reporttd that tile 
co...,. ,. ... tot bo71 two aeeratlons aao ._.Koran, aaaaan, 
Cbatlaut Pal181lt thet'atl tto. t while &lrlt ...... oalleci 

tf8. c••• or IDtd.a .. toft., iht!fr. II~ Mll'l• Btbaopaphlo 
s tudJ No. a. UOJ'IO&J'apll ser ••, Pu . ~ • 

tf9. ceua of ladia 19ft, Ut!tallfJ.S!I!At• t« .bliJAMP• 
sui.. 11, Part va, p . • . . . . . 

180. &.c. Sllae11181, lhf M!rY.IIII!S 199111, (Celoutta, UTI). 
. . . 

ill. CMIU of India it'll, rAil 'fi!t•$ l!!lfl• MO .. DOI .. .reph 
se.rl••• Put v, lttmograp o ae .No. a . o.at. of 
U61 Sel'iea) •. _ 
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Kothe, Ku.ruaba, Cbakki, PtlllJt Kali aa4 eo oa. the•• •••• 
were ... 111 dle tinaaiahable t.r• the aau of ilie td.ahea­
Bladll oaatea. TOda)', the .... are tlot eatil7 dtattaaul• 
ababl•• •·•· Jt.oraa• • attaoctobllct.rell ue oalled SaokaraD, 
Putbka1'8Dt KartikeJM, sub.r8118111aa, Gopi, •to. (llalet) and 
Rtaafti, SuaatbJ, LatiJca, VIla eto. (t-.elea). fbeae are 
ooaoh app•.r cute -• aa well. tea 
MIDI IIMEM!!I tdsa 
fbe SOiledoled eaatea ••• a n•b•r ot·•JtM ol thel~ llOtiou 
orlain 81l4 OOQieQaetJt do•!aJ.1. to aopport_ tbt1J' conttation 
tba t theJ wre •o• aa txa1 ted people. · 

The Madia• traoe U.ell' puentaa• to "•'-•••· eo-~ 
believed to be Ule pl'1aeval cl'eatlon ·ot NUaJan• tbe aap.reae 
pd.. JubaYant aaaere4 SlYa 1111:lo oueect· hill 81ld. Clepaded. tile 
Madigaa to the leYttl ol tbe loweat ool~.:tea ----

!be Boleraa trace tbet.r o.-i&lll to oa:e &oruqJa. DU'ia.a a 
paooo•••lo.D, wbeo t.be obiet _. .1'14lna oo an. elephant. ~ 
aoU•J o.rowd wtd .. Cil aoooapanied Jd.a eat•r•t a t...Pi;-wbloh 
waa oa u. ..,.. But uae elepbaDt ooQ.ltl aot ente.r the lo• 
po.rtal• of the te~~P1•• and HOftaJJa aDd bi• l_.4late 
follo••~"• ..... lett outald •. .;, BODaJJa u4 hie ~ten tbel'eaftea­
loet tht priveleae of enterlaa tapl•t·:.18• 

tsa. cenau ••.· I. a•.·. •. i86:t,. Hf'~'Sil .•• a•ralttt Btb.oo&l'apbio S tudl No. 18, Paa-t VB ~) • . . . 

183. cenaua. ot Jndla taft, IJl'td!!let PMSt! 11 11!~1 !14!J 
series te, Put VB, p l. .· . . , .. ~ 

s.s•. Ibid, P tau. 
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fbe. attapt to sanakl'i titse is also ••t.tt•t in '&he ai'flA& up 
ot oooupatloae tl'adi tioaallJ oone14el"e4 polluU.na. fba.r• 
bal b•en a trend towal.'dS taltin& ap of aad. oul tua. 

!abll. tt• 
Shaf! 2~~~~~~~!9 r I Ch · ' lii D ••• o l"a · o . ens• · 

caste/ oc:cupatla oocupatloA 
CouuoltJ 

state/Dis trlot . . . 
H:U 

& I t I I . a 
Rajatbab (&oia) Batra(SC) Leather woo Left balldliq tb• 

ououa ot oattle 

RaJas tbaD ( Slkar) Balai 

BeJaatbaD · 
(Bb11wa4a) 

Ba.JaathaD 
· (Naaaar) 

Maba.raabtl'a 
(Jalaaon) 

Cballa.r 

Ra-1astbab Jatav 
( Udaipu.r, Bharatpu) 

Mabaraah tra 
(Naalk) 

> •• 

and 118kla& aues. 
cottoo wearing Lett leather wo.rk. 
an4 leatb•t 
WOJ'k. 

s •.•• ,. iAa .... d · 
SoaYGD&itll 

Leathett won. 

Lea tbe.r 1101'k 

Villa&• •atob­
llall, aenlals 
aad clll U va tor 

taken up aaricu.l­
t.UI"e aloaa w1 tb 
leather won. 

faJteo up aarioul· 
tu.re a1 oaa wi Ul 
awtep.iq an.d 
•oaYeaatna. 
Left the t.radl• 
tional ooou.patlon 
of leaUle.r wolk. 
Lett bandlina 
euoua ot oattle 
aiAce lalt ~6 , ...... 
Lett bandllq earaaas 
of oati1e. 

'l'bat oooopaUoa an4 eoolal etatua ate oloeelJ related .ie 
evideftt in tile tact that the KbatUce. 'tlbo follow dilfe.r8Jlt 
oooupationa ln cliffel"e.ot areae. eQJoJ a val")'in& aoclal atatua .• 

• 
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Thwl, the cDl U•a.tol' and •eaetable an4 I hit seller eeod.ona 
ot KbaUk have a aoaaewbat blsber •taa then tilt tarmtt.r• ud 
butcbeJia,.188 

so• of tbe Paai bave givM up pis•.real'iDS An • att_,t to 
rala• their aooial atatua1 al tboup tbta la a lucrative 
ocoapa.tloa! !be)' bave taken tG goat-l"eafiAS laatea4. 186 

on an ·enqpl17 about &hie •.ttcb, tber olarifl•d that aoat­
J'ea~ing ts aot ao cteal'adlna~ Bowever1 aoae ente.rpl'l•lna 
Pasts baYe be&ua plgge.rt.e• in tbe oitiea of Lttoaow and , 

I 

Allababa4. 



POVJl 

The aveouea of social aobllltJ available to the antouch&­
bles ctuing the laat oentu7 of Britieb .rille 8114 ln the 
poat-1ndep81l4e,nce period -.ve been the •ubJect, of this 
paper. Utllialna the w•bel'iu framework of ualraia, an 
attempt was uae to eza~~ine the sooial aobility ••••enta 
of· tbe untouchables ln the c~ tu,ral, econoaic and poll• 
tloal epbe.res, and to COll&lder tile relaUouhlp between 
these dimensions, ae well as their l'elatlolllblp wl th the 
wl4er soclet)'. .Aa each, tllle 1181 be regarded as a aaoro­
• tudf of the trends of eoo1al obao.ae •ong the un toucba­
blea. 

It waa foWld that one ot the un.iatende4 oonaequ•oea or 
..... . -.-- , 

oo1onlal .rUle was the eooaomtc GJ~aDoipation and .relative 
prospert:&J of a lew ontoucbabl8- cast• and p&Qperlraatlon 
of otbe.re. the fotae.r wa.re uawillift& to aooept a posi tiora 
of social inferio.ritr in tbe oban&ed circu.stauoee. ·Tbe7 
av1c11J took to the new avenues or mobllltJ auch as 
education 8114 westemisation, and even to sansk.ri tiaation 
Wht.ob was tl'a41tionall7 denied tO th•. TheJ were aided 
In tbeiJ' efforts bcJ Ute •lssio~;iea 1 'an.d b7 the liberal, 
ea~ttarian etbos introdUced by tbe Blitisb • 

.,,~/# v~Tb.e failul'e of .. sanakriUsation as an. averua.e o:r 110bilit71. 

"# and the l'eall.atlo.o ot a obanglng poll tioal aDd legaJ. 
eovironaent, gave riae to tbe antouebables• stJ'lvinga 
tor power. f~_sontal Ullit)'• was b!'ougbt about 
b)' B. B. Allbedkar u4 otbel' looal leaden, 1fho lnt tlate4 
a de-Sanab'ltlzation· moveaent, vbioh gave ~· untouchables 
a coMon ldentlt¥. Above all .. Mabedkar pointed ou'& the -importance of secula.r avenues of mobill tJ, saob .- weal tb 
and power. Be exhorted thea to take to edllcation. At 
the ••• tiae, .U.K. Oandbl .belped to tocae attention 01l 

tbe pll&bt of the antoaobables. Daring the p.re-independenoe 
per.lod, tbe polltlclzatlon ot tbe untouobablea reached i\8 
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.resenation apt• hall bhken the aaltJ artd po11tiotution 
~, ot the UD touchable ••••ent. A i the ••• tlae, it orea tea 

the l~~pr••ioo tbat a &l"e&t 4eal le beiD8 dona for tbe 
BariJana. to be auoceaetul, ·the reaei'Yation •Jata ba• 

to be auppleaented bJ tbe colleotlve. efforts of tbe 
acbedlllecl oaat• to ••• Ulat it le lmpleaeoted iJllta .. , .... ,. 
lihile tb• ~oliOJ of P.J"oteotlve dleer!Jd.aat.loa, refaW'.&-ed 
to above u Cbe .reeenaU;on •r•••• bas been 41aappollltlns 
in 1 ta efteota oa aooial aobilitr, tile pl'o~as ot odll­
oaUoc la enoou.raglq. Bctuoatlon la slowlJ' but. steadily 

,_ . 
sproadlna to the sobettalecl caatea, and elgnlfioant · 
atridea bave been aaade at Ule p&'lma17 leye1. But •Qoh 
1'-iba to be done .regardlns tile hlgbel' · leYela ot 
edUcation of the sohe4Ule4 castes. Not olllJ abould· thor 
be enoouraaed to so in for edllcatlon, bUt the edllcatioaal 
SJS t• ahoul4 be aeued to tbet.r· oeedS ad to the D$0<28 

of the &"Ural environaen'&. · 

Jrbaaward ldgraUon oalU'lot bet expected to solve the _ · 
/ Wp.robleiUJ- ot the so-be&lled cas,es, aa lD-cUa ~ap.riaari.'lJ 

/ aD acrl col tural ooua t11 wi tb 80 pel' cent of her people 
livi.ag .tn villages. aad anr lasting. aoluUon baa -to be 
loud ln the naral ar-... The eapbaala em &'ural develoP­
aent ar.ut the •couraa .. nt &lv.-. to cottaae l.Ddutries 
bJ (be Janta aovero.ent .., be expected to bave a 
aaluta.rJ effect o.o tbe eoono•lc condl tloJUJ ·of the 
aohedlllect OM tee. Boweve~. we u:r coaei de.r here ·tbe 

~~&grttuoa 
relatleaahlp between uban . - and eooial aobilliJ 
of tbo aobedaled oa.tts. 

\ Gene.rallJ, it waa found tbat al thou.&b eo•• scbedU1•4 
oaa te p•reo.na bave entered tbe bigber level a of the· 
o.rban oocnpatlol'Jal at.ruotu.re • .ai.DlJ dUe to the l'eae.r­
\tatloa ot posta for 1bea, by 8114 la.rae, ar~»an: aigra.Uon 

• 
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ba8 led to borlaoatal •obllltJ ot the sob.eduled eastea. 
J t waa also found. tbat tbu a't• llftde.rrepreaented. iD the 

. . . mcgre ~lOA . 
ubaD areaa. thaa, u~ban. .. · 1!!!.!.! bas not led to 
apward 110bllit7. But, pvu tbe vban etboa, lela 
ildJued, u it 1s·, wltb aottone. of parttr 81ld pollu~ion. 
and offering, aa it does, greater aooae to~ achieved 

. . . . lfi:lgratlea . 
a~tus, it ie Dot unlikely that u.rbani::~.. • OOilblned 
witb otber factors like edboatlonal attaiaaent and 
influ• tlal kla ad fri enablp Jtetworke, llaJ bave a 
post tt.Ye beartas oa' the eoelal •oblll tr ot tile aohedQled 
oaatea. 

~ .Sanakri tiilatloa. eoaUftue. • to be an ... · avea. a. e of cal tural 
/ •obiliV ia the poat-b4epen4eaee ''"io4. 1 

This at~c1J wu 1Uldertatea to proYi4e me with a general 
•nllla uow1edge reaardlna the Sohe4Uled Caetea, prior 
to •r iDvu Uaation tor the Ph. D. • lor whloh •r !a ten tion 
la to etucb '&be aoolal •t!bllit)' ao••ets, or lack of 
Ulem• of tile sobedllled caete• of a patliaalar uea. 
TJli,•, I bope, will tbJtow llabt on the 4llfe.rential 
•obilltr .of the Scheduled caate• of tile a.rea, aa well 
u oonb'lbate aenerallr to a atu._. of ohallae• ia tbt 
ID4l811 aoclal at.ratlfioat.loa IJSt••~. 

on th• baef.a of Ibis $tGdJ I haYe arrived. at the follo• 
lq deri•aU.onas . 
t) The oul tual, eoonolllo aftll poliUoal dlaen•iona are 
cloaelJ interrelated • 

.11/ A oloae .relatloDablp ala h bet••• tile poll tloal aD4 f eo0i1011lo dl•eeioas. The poll Uotaatioa of tile ua­
touebablel ln the pre-ladependenoe per1o4 &'eaulted la 
iaaporta11t eoeaollf.c oono•atou being 11'8llte4 to tb•• 
aa in tbe polio)' of pJ'oteotlve ctiaorild.natton u4. 
othe~ proa.r•• ot eooaoaic .. ._dlat.rlbatioh. fbe 
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oontlnulaa povel'tJ ol the sobedulect oae tea ill &he po8.t­
indepedeaoe period •ar be pa•tlJ aeo.ribed to theil' 
lack of political UDit71 so taportut ia a 4•ocl'atio 
po1ltr iD wbiob later••• al'ticalattoa tatee plaoe tbroQSb 
lobbtee and lntereat JJOupl. 

file cu.ltual aYeaue of t10'bllitJ ia l'elated to the 
pe11U081, It wa• ••en that politleiutton ·of UDtoucba­
blea wae aocoapanled bJ cte-saaakritiflatioa aov•ents. 
It .., 'be hJPoUleai•eCl ihat tile SaatJtri Usatlon aov•eate 
of tbe poat.ladepea4e.aoe period. ue related to the 
vertical aobllilatloa and co•optton ol SobedQled Caatel 
ia politics, 

a/·fhe 800DOai.O aDd Cal tul'al dlaenalona at'G alao later• 
j/ l"elate4. Ia tile pr..,lll4epe.o.cteaoe peri~d, eoo1101aio' 

battei'llent wu asuallJ tellowett b7. sanskl'i tiaation, i.e. 
aD attapt wu aad.e to convert econo~o a4Yano•Oiit 
into 110blli tr la the MltaaJ. aphel'•· tn tbe po•t­
iuctepenctenoe period, eooaoaio 110blli tr ta ilou&hl to~ 
ita o.a aate. Ia taet, a low ritnal atatas is now 
olal•e4 ln order to aeob.l'e the befte.!lts or '&be 
*pl'oteot1Ye diecritdDat!on• poliOJ• Utus, ubilltr in. 
the eeolllar aphere bas caiae4 lapo.rtaooe. and :lnditvi·daal 
aobilltJ tUoqJl_ the ollanaela of wealth aaa pOftl' ta 

' 
011 tile lnoJ"eele. However, 88 •• haYe 8Geilt &nup 
.obllltJ tbroolb Sanaklitlsation baa aot beeD al~.n 
ap. 

a) A ~lo•e lelaUODtblp Uia'&s bet••• tbe. eocial 
aobilitJ of the antoueba'b1ee a4 the wid-.r aocietJ_• 
The variou p181Ulect aDd unplaDAed obaagea iD the wider 
eociet1 .taa•• opened ap new aYenlle8 of aooial •obl.lltJ. 
In tbe oolonlal perio41 it waa tbe obaaalaa Yalaea 
in the ctlr•oU.o.a •• a llbel'al, eaa11 tal'lall •thoa, the 
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'be&f.Miraa of ladus•rlalieation and aeooa.darJ urbaaizatloa. 
lbe oharlpq pollt1oal aDd 1•181 o11~~ate, etc. Ia tbe 

. . 

po•twlDd•pendanoe period, tbe planned eftort to 1-.,rove . . . . 

the poaitloa or Ute ar.atouobable• ia ladlaa •ooietr haa 
opened up 1181lf and varied aYenaee or . social •oblli t1. fo.r 
Ul•. 
~•• baY• givtn iutaraoest.a tbie pape~ of indlvidtlal and 
g.rGap •oltilitr. We loQild Ulat coloaial .rule Wtlatecl a 
prooesa ot gnup •obllitJ aaoaa·the untouobable caete• 
llhlch eulad.aated ia tbel.r opU.ng out of the Sohed1l1ed 
caate ll•t a' tb.e tiae of independence. TbeJ have Jotae4 
the matu treaa oi Indian eooletr • and uo flo lonaer 
i4entitte4 w.t U1 'lbe untouabablea. Bllt1 tlleae gl'oupe 
wel'e In in aUilber, heace the extent oi social aobllltr 
ia Ule colOJJial period wa• lhd.ted. 

In the poat-lo4ependence period, there bas he• iadlvidaal 
•obllltJ elob te ap!'ea4 out aaoag at.1 the untouchable 
cutes. But; here agai~t, the extent of aobiliiJ t.a llalted, 
. I 

OOAfiaed 88 it il Q ~ fn UUliYidaale, 80 baYe IIOSt 
often failed to provide leactel'sbip to tbtil' oaete felJ.OWI. 
fbua 1 the ohab&•• .reg81"4lD& tile aoeial mobJ.litJ of tbe 

·' 
Scbettaled cutea ill the polt-ladepeadenoe pU"iod ba•• 
been of a qaalitaliYe nature, tuofu as eoae pel'aona 
now bold bilb peeltlona in tbe polltioal an4 adainistratl•• 

I j . 

hleruohlea. At •• ••• U••• the ~~api tude ot chance 
ba8 ben lillite41 a.n .. •uch u the. n•ber. of auob pe.raona 
is allall, eo tbat tbe chan.&• ie larael)' of a 8JIIbOlio 
natue. 

9 file betlefi ts of •p.-oteot.lve d.lecarlalnation" bave been 
co.raere4 b7 tboae upw&rdlJ •obile unteu()bable caatea 

. . . 
111lo a.re atlll in tile sche4ale4 cute liat!, The)' haYe aot 
pe .. oolah4 clown .., tbe needr •ectlou tor whoa pJ"eewaablJ 
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they were 4evlaed. Tbta illol'eaaee tile gap, between the 

prosp•ron.l e4 pool' UDtou~bles 81ld det~ata the purj,oae 
lor whiob tbe polloJ waa inlti4te4 • 

.AD analoaou situatl011 appeal's to exist la the U.K. Jt 

._. found that tbe welfare acllemes ao to tbe •ela&ivelr 
ftll-otr and organ:latd no ....... ual wo.rkera r.- to the 
J1811Ua1 wol'kere f~.r 111loa tile)' ••re in teadel. · At tbe same 
tl•e1 the ala teaoe ol aqOb eobeaea create$ the l~~p.reaeioa 
tbat a &Jieat deal 11 'beiq ckllle fo.r tile 4ep1'1Ye4 &fOilps, 
and it .ruovu the p.robl.., and iasuts ot eootal .juUce 
tna 'lhe publio aia4. 

To •7 alad, a periodio assetaaelit o·t the 'acono•lc and 
social post tt.on of the Sohedltled caste• lbould be aade• · 
and Uloa1 whe bave l"eached a level of· edUoatloaai an4 
eeoa..to actvano••t lhould be 4e-eohe4uled. 

IJICOil"f'eraloa 1Q I a lam and cute tlui tr b.rou&ht the 
oonvel'tl into theo.retioall)' ao.re egalltarlan •ta-aUtl­
eaUon SJS teme ~ htt a1 •• bave aeon, oonyeraion W u. ~ 
did 11ot l'eslllt tn social aobllltr. Bowe••r• in tbe oaae 
ot oonveretoa to ChriatlanitJ; secular aveaqea ot 
aob:lli tJ wette opened up throuah edUcation and e.IIJ)lO)'JAent 

lrl t.he alaaioa achoole. 'lhi·s .ruuJ. ted ira the phenoiaeaon 
ot ia.41ri.dual aobill iJr aaona tbe oonveJ:ta,, ae tbe l'•oui'Cea 
of ·tbe alaeionarles were too limited to .ate an t.paot on 
the eoonolllo condition ot tbe fJl'Oup.. The •obile b4l­
viduals were lntegrate4 into the upper Jevela of the / 
hie.rarch)". 
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&) If we eare:fa117 uamne Cbe •ooial aobllttr •ove.•ta 
ot the SchedUled Cutes• • tiad. tbat on th• wbol•• the¥ 

_>ave choatn tbe method. of lntea_ra~ion wi tb Indian eooleQ' N 

.rather thaD oontl*ontation. .rsanallri tieaUon wae an atteJII)t ~ 
at social mobil:l fJ wl thin tbe cal ta1'8l. fl'•twork of 
Blndltisa; ooaverai011, thouab a ,re.jecUoa of the Bin4u 
rellgioa was aonelbeleas an acceptance of tbe •pl~it ot 
toler81lce obal'aoterietic ol ln4i8ll eooietr. latel' 
eau.oolate4 aa aeoUlal'ia in the ladle Cone'Cl tntlon. 
Mbedka.r apeolt1oa111 oboee Buctdhl••· beoauee it wae 
indi&eoous t.o th• ladian fioil. convet-aion to ls1u and 
Cbri•tiulty cabled tbe ooavoJ'ts to identlfJ wltll tbe 
political .ralere of the U.~. "lt mar be l'eguded as a 
•ioarioa.a at,eapt to aet near tbe seat of. powe~. 

v In pollUcs alao. tile aotouohabld llave.- bJ an4 1arae..­
t.ried to be iote&l"ate4 into the polltloal 8)fatu. 
Foun4e4 b7 a ataunch oonaU tutlonaliat. D.R. Allbedkar, 
Ute Bepllbllou PartJ•• aim I.e to cbampion the oauae of 
tbe utouebablee ~ugb deaoc.rati.o means. Tbe ex­
P.rl•• Miais te.r llldl!'a Gandbl depended on the .reserved 
aeat holde.rs to aee Jaer tbroogb mtdlf a·'polit1oal "O.tiees 
an4. moat etten, she aot their support. 

nattJoal movements like. that ot the Dalit Panthe.ra have 
ae )'at received 1illited suppol"t. The Nualitea to all 
evideneee, bave not developed a suppol't baae among '&he 
BariJans but oraona Ute tri. bala of tile area.. Llo74 81ld -v 

suan nUd.Olpb point out Ulat the CoaiUlial •o•••• baa 
. 186 

not. attraeted tbe Bari:taaa. fhua, tar t!'M tqina to 
GYertbl'ow. tbe social an4 political •J•t•• the llarij81'ls 

t8~eLl07d au4 saaan Rll401pb, "VntoucbabilitJ : ftle teat 
ot fellow Pe•liaa•, .!hi Mogzaip of traditj.on 
(Cbioago, t96T). · 
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se• to bave sought mobilitr witbin it • ./fheJ ba•• coui• 
' . ' j I 
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uUcle 11, wbloll&aar•.••• tructo• to p.rof••• praoUoe 
aDd pnp-te welialoa b •pecitloallr .u. •UJeot to 
. tile oUJe.r fUDda••W dahl• pnYiei.one, and la uplioltlr 
taalll'-4 '' tb• pl'evl .. &batt 
( l) Hotbba in tbia al't&ole eball affect &be epe.ra'tlon 
er aDJ aialil'll law or Pl'eYeot the state fwa aakiaa 
anr law • • • (b) bJ pi'Oridkaa lol' aodal ftllaft or a'•fo• 
ott tb• th&"owl.q OpeD Of BID& ~eli&iou iuUtatlOM of 
a pabllo cbal'act•w to all ead eectieu of ld~tdla. 

./. lt. 
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· .utlole aoc A) lol'bla penoaa Ia oJ&Uae ot •anr edltoaUoaal 
ludtatioa •• , •eo•lYlftl elo oat of state fUD48 to dtDJ 
adld•thn u • applloant •ea gnurute OlllJ ot l'elipu, 
•a••• eaate, laapqe o• aDJ of. Ut_.. 
IRIS .. r,_ttisma : 
the DirtoU'fe Pdnolpl• oenW11ed ia ArUol• •e of tile 
Oqatltiltlon ttato that ••• state ahall. ,._., • .sa. 
epeol(tl cue the edUoatiOUl anct non•lo •••••• u of tbe 

' . 

wake• . •eoUou of Ule people,an41 l.a pai'Uoalu, of tb• 
Soh•duiet Ceat• aD4 tb• Sobedt&led t'dbUt 804 eball 
pr-otect •• froa aoolal ·bluaUn aD4'all 101111 ot 
aplei tat1on •.. • Ia aooottdalloe .S. U.. thi•.• ud.ol• 18( 4) 
_,oweN tbo state t& llake ·•r pJlowlaloa tow··· ,. •• ;. 
•eUoD of appebta•t• o.r .PO•t• ln ta•ou ot anJ 1Ja«*W81'4 
olaas ot oitl•IU wblGb, &a tbe opiaion of ,._ State, ie 
not a.S.QUatelJ l'ep.reaente4 to the aanioM Udel' tbe 
state., ltd• •abllns parialoa _. oonsldewect aeoeaaur 
aa tbe uta utlole te of t.b• co.uUtatloo beatow qualit.J 
of opportodtJ oa all cl Uaeaa in' mat. ten arelad.na to 
.-plQittDt 01' ._,olata•t to 811)' Ollioe Wl4U tbG State •. 

£RI&S!ollw!WUUtiPJ!'t 
. . 

Artlole a:to atatet tbat ••ate aball be •••"•" in ~· 
Bouse for tbe Scbednled Cdt .. , an4 Clauee (D) of .utlole 
330 •tat• the mabel' of •••• to be ,...,..,d ill Cle LOk 
SabJia.e, .AOOO.rdiaa to UUcl• 831( 1) t eoata aball be 
.......... tor· tile Sohedolocl caatd lfl tbe LealsleU•• 
.u••bliM of .., • ., eute:.,.us c1auee (3) spooitt.a tbe 
lllllbu of aeah lo 1Mt .... "'-'• NO OOD-i>StbecJQled Cal:te · 
peraen ee oontut aD ea.•cUoa tna ., SobeCIU1e4 caate 
ooneUta•or •. But a SObedllle4 Caeto penon c81l oout•t 
••• tile aenera1 eooaUta.enoJ too •. 

theae I'Uel'\'atlou ••• IOI' a pe .. iod of ten, ... , fna 
e ... no•et td tbe couUtatioa •. bx:Utlcle 334. Jt 
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bae been extended. twt.oe. fJie COJUI tl tu tlon 8 tb A.llaGaen t. 
Act SD&t estlll4t4 lt. for an.otbe.r ten Jeer• an4 on ' 
9 Deo•ber &-eo the Lok Sabba passed ret at10 tber .AIIentlllen t 
( 23rd) 8111 exta4lna the ••• lhd t to Ud.l'tJ reara, · 
i.e. 2& .JaaQU7 1980. 

BdH!ISiy, ,lrl, &.!YB•I!! s §tl!iCfS, 
' . . 

uUolt 33& enaar••• •tb• clal.aa of tbe ••ben ot Ule 
Sohe41lle4 cas tea • ~. shall be takeD into oonalct.eration. 
oouiatenUJ \'titb tbe maintenance of eftloletDcJ ot 
adalDie t.-atlon, in ·the aakin& of appolntlleata &o eervlce• 
ao4 po• ta Ia coueoti oa 'Wl tb the affairs of tile Valon or 
a State,• 

Ja aooo.rda.D.H with utlcle 16(4) and Artlote 038, the 

oove.r••• ol India baa aade %esenatloas fo'· Sebedllled 
caatea lrl tile Services. fbas, 1~ per oeat of •aoanelee 

' filled b)' di!'eot r.ecnl taent on an all•lndla bael• bJ 
ope e011pedt1on, '·•· tbl'ott&b tbe u.p.s.c. er by •tan~ 
of open o•peU Uve '&eat8 held bJ MJ' othu authoritr, 
1• ••• aalde to,r Ule Schodllled castes. Wbere recl'ul uaent 
ia •d• otheftltui than b7 ope coawetiti()n, Glo .-... ,. .. 
-vaUoa 1• t68/3 pe.r oent. llelaxaU.ona are &iYen 
reP.l'4lli& the aae la.it, t.e. ·ttl~ aaal•• aa• J.bd.'t 
etipalato4 for. appolft.taent to a poet 1107 be reta&etl 
bJ !lYe Je&ra In tbe eaa• of Sob.edtlled caste oandleat ... , 



!lle '-bl .. on Ule tollowiq pa1•• ~ive an iadloatlon 
of Ute pJ'eYalettoa of •uatouobabilttr• b Tatd1Da4U 
ail4 a ... &~.~ • · · 
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1. Aldmamcballi 
2.~ 

'• A~l 
4.~ 

5.~ 
6. raaa~ 
1. JradultJrara 
e. ~GU'l 
9. Koo~ 

10. Kum:alur 
11. Padutctllam 
12. Btl~ 
13. naaassm 
14. !'tlal'baranalb 
1 s. fJ!d.m'vellam1 
16. Valpattl . 

17 • T1Bm'anoar 

*Ibidt p91. 
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De tw poeae given heJ:e ap~•• tb.e atl"on& •oUona of 
the Bali t Pat1thel" putb against the prevat.lia& eoeial 
order.•' 

I 

IMM Abl,lt 

lfheae c1enehed ria •• woa• t 
10084Pl DOW 

file coJdnt l"eYOlution won't 
wait IOI" JOQ 

we• •• eacJUred eonSb a ao 
aore tndllranoe aow 
••• t. cto let tills •• rou 
blood.'• oall to ..a· 
It won• t do : 
The ..... of .reYolaUon 
bave beea 8oWD •1nce loaa 
Bo ••• awal U.ag; the 
explo•ionta an. 
TJta ti.rt • pit la .abla•• c i t• • 
fO~ IOIIOJJIOW 

BYe if 7011 tate to JOG.r heels 
now 
.No ue • Llte• e oe.rtat.D.i7 le · 
ao ao•• -

bJ J.V. Paval." 

Bow will tbe7 •nQif the fil"e wi Ud.n? . 
. sow -.111 tbeJ • top lllndl 
gone ablaze? · 

lto ao•• r-o.oio& .aow: 
VDreaaoa helps a lot 
onoe Ute horleon le r!ld 
Vbat'• ~na 1a keepiDa 
the clOol" ope? 

.• !,. li 



tt rou wwre to liYe 
tbe lite •• live 

- it .... 

II. 

( tbea out of 1011 would poeu 
aria•) 

. 

••= Kicked aDd 8pa t at tor oar 
piece of bread. 
Yoau F•tcb fllltiJ.Jaeat. and name 
of the LOrd. 
we: no• ... pttel' ctearactere ot out tt.edtaae 
You: Ill eol• repoeito.,, 
deaeerusaa te ol tbe •a&•· 
we: ReYer baYe a pat.•• 
to acratch our baoka 
You: the 101 dell oup ot 
offeliDSe la rou• bank 
Your bodlel fl•e in 
aandalwo4 
01U:'8 JOU 8hovel UD4el' balf• 
t.umed aand. 
WoU141l' l the ••let eben&•• · · 
aD41ut 

thl• lite•• tbet•• all "'•• 
alwa)'a ba4? 
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