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In the last few decades several volumes of research
work on different aspects of Indian Scheduled Castes has
gone into the social science litersture without precisely
naking an attempt to fdentify the communities that can be
claseified as Scheduled Castes, Every rescarcher has accepted
the established concept duly designed by the Indian constitution
as Scheduled Castes. But neither the Constitution nor the
‘Unetiouchadility (offences) Act® 1955 provided any difinition
for the term ‘Untouchablility’.s Even the Courts of Law have
not dono this. The picturc in the Constitution is not clear
as it does not offer a set of certiria to characterise a
cbmmunity of people as Scheduled Castes,

Part XVI of the Constitution of India 1950 deals with
special provisions relating to certain classes and Article 330
the f£irst in the part, specifies the main .classes to which
the provisions will apply. The term Scheduled Castes does not
atand for a particular caste dbut it is a group of such paeople
from among untouchables, who have been declared as Scheduled
Castes Dy the President of India, In fact, without any spedific
investigation or on a priori dasis dut through local stereo
type and images a group of people are desoribed as Scheduled



Castes or blocs

The Indian society has been stratified inte numerous
castes, This stratification of people into a social hierarchy
dagsed on relations of production and differsnt rights in the
produce of land as well as upon Hindu dellof regerding the
rolative religious values of these occupations, and is also
historioal, Thus, historically ¢those who are at the lowest
level of the soclal strata were called as *Scheduled Castes®,
The Scheduled Castes constitute abdout 14 percent of the populae
tion. In adsolute number ¢hey constitute 82,5 millions,
According to the 1971 census the population of tho Scheduled
Castes was 80 million which constituted 14,6 percont of the
total population of India, Such being the magnitude of Scheduled
Caste population in India the participative ability or otheruvise
of it, of this people will have a atrong impact on Indian
political system ac a whole, Therefore, the level of political
participation of Scheduled Castes in India in genoral ané in
Andhra Pradesh in particular, needs to de studiecd in detail.

As Aristotle said, Man is a political animal dy nature
and his political activity may take place cither explicitly or
implicitly within his own group, But that state structure has
transformed from elty state to modern Demomratic Nation States,
from his time to present. As a result the nature of politiecal
participation of human beings should be qualitatively different
from that of Artistotilian times, The political participation
in present nation states has to be highly conscious and constant



in order to estadblish democratic institutions which are useful
for each and every individual,

v One way %o measure the political participation in
demporatic systems 4is ¢to sce how many eligible citizens of a
Village oy Town or a Community are partioipating in excrelising
the franchise, Another way is to examine the participative
ability of the people in the struggle against injustice,
oppression and cconomiec exploitation,

But here we. are concerned only vith the electoral
participation of a particular community namely the Scheduled
Ga&tee. r According to some studies made in the western countries,
participation is a function of status, education, age and male
sexl, But the above observation is based on a study of American
situation mostly Quring elections, where political discussion,
rumors political parties operation , othexr propoganda dy a
candidate otc., playcd important mlea. ' To a great extent these
do not hold good in the Indian situation vherein éatus and
education were not found to be highly correlated to voting
participation. But, this is an hypothesis itsclf and i¢ nceds
to be tosted bécause the status and education vary from caste
to caste, community to community and class to class., Furthermore,
this study is intended to cxamine the status and oducation of

1. Rodert, B, Lane, “Pelitical Geleology (Glencoe 9, fice
press, 1961).

2., Sethadri, K, and P. Narayana-Reddy, “Participation at the levels
and development®, (ed,) Ramwcsh K. Arvora, Administrative change
in India, Aalekh Pub,, Jaipur, 1974, p. $76.



Scheduled Castes of Khammam District vige, Elecotroal
participation.

Andhra Pradesh is the £ifth largest state in area

(2, 76, 754 Sq. Kms.) and fourth largest State in populetion
(435.03¢ Lakhs) &n the Country. The £first four states being
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Baharastra and Uttar Pradesh
respoctivelys Tho State has 23 dietricts with 195 Talugs,
The density of population of Andhra Pradesh accoxding ¢to 1974
ecnsus is 157 persons per Sg. Kilometer as ageinst the
correpponding £igure of $82 persons per Sq.Kms at all India
level,

The 23 Districts of the State grouped into three
historical reglens,c.qstal Andhra, Rayalaseema and Tolangana” .
Andhya Pradesh was the first lingufistic state to de formed in
1956 as a rosult of re-organication of states in India. Andhra
Pradesh is a rich state interms of natural resomirees like
Minerals, Foraests and Industrial Potentialitiess Accoxding
to 1971 census Andhra Pradesh ahas 27, 227 villiages and
224 Towns,

Such bdeing the importance of this state intorms of its
population and geographical location, the activities ¢that axe
taking place in this ctate would have a dearing on the entire
Country,

°P1anning and coe-gperation departnent, Geveornment of Andhra
Pradesh Fourth Pive Year Plan, Andhra Pradesh out iine and
programne, 1969+70 to 197275,



The Telugu spesking people and their activities in
the recent past have come to occupy a predominant position
in the History of India, The role of Andhra peoplse in the
Freedom movenent appears to de consideradly good. But more
than that Telugu people are known oy the Historical struggle
tha¢ they waged against Nizame Viz.s "Telangana Arms Struggle®”,

Historically speaking political consciousness in Andhra
Pradegh started with the organisation of Andhra Hahagabha,
Andhra [ahasabdha dasically is a branch of Indian National
Congress, organised dy the local pecple. The historical
conditions in this part of the country were different when
compared to that of rest of India, The Telangana region and
gome districts of the present Karmataka and iaharastra were
undey the dominant contiol of "Nizam Peudal Autecracy®.

Andhra dahasabha in the beginning started as a 1iterary
movement, But later on it took a political shape in order to
fight the autocracy of Nigam, Swany Ramananada ‘r&reha) Burgula
Rama Krishna Rao, Ravi Narayana Reddy and Bhaddam Yella Reddi
were the mainleaders, But in a period of time thore were
ideological differences among the leaders of Andhra Hahasadha.
These idecological differences led to formation of a Telangana
unit of the communist party as a part of the communist movement
in Andhra and othexr regions, This gradually led to a struggle
against Nigzanm's Poudal region dy the Communist Party of India
of Telangana Regions At a stage it took the form of “Guerille
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Struggle” where a systematic armed was organised in two
districts of Telangana mainly against the Nizam's autocracy
in general and the local land lords in particular, The struggle
in ¢the deginning was only to counter tho terroxr of the "Rasakars
which was planned to eupfress tho political movements in Telangana.
The Razakar “hands started as a communal muslim movement agaist
Hindus but over a period of time it bevame the organised force
of Nigam against the communist movement in Telanganas, As the
gituation varied from District to District the nature of the
communist movement also varied from district to district,
Mainly Nalgonada and Varangal decame the centresg of arus struggle
vhere as Khammam as an adjasent district to doth Halgonda and
Warangal di4 not experience the same amount of intensity of
struggle for the reasons that need to bde explained, Pirstly,
Nalgonda and Warangal were tho districts where most of the land
was concentrated in the hands of vei-y fow land loxds, As a
recult of rest of the population was totally Pawarised, This
has a bearing on socloscultural relationship of the landlords,
tenants and land less labourers. The land lords in these
districts not only exploited the general population but also
harraged them without discximination. This in a way forced the
land less labourcrs and tenants of these two districts to
rospond to the call given by the communist party to take up
arng against landlordisoma

Secondly, unlike this situation the sociowccononmic
situation in Khammam District appears to de different decause



of two reasons s (i) Khammanm is a border Distpict to both
Tolangana and Andhra Regions, Hence, it shared the oxperiences
and historical growth of both these rogions. The Agrarian
syatem in Andhra Rogion was the "Ryotwari® system and it was
under the Girect control of Britishers for nearly ¢two hundred
yoars. Therefore, soclally, politically and economically
Andhra Rogion was far advanced than Telangana.

The impact of the advanced socloepolitical gituation
was very much there on Khamam district and, (ii) this dfstrict
aleo shared the socloecconomic and political conditions of
the feudal Nizam's regime. Thus, the land concentration in
this district was not that high as it was in othey districts
of Telangana., This doesn't mean that there were no foudal
1and lords in Khamman district, There were some foudal land
lords, But the land lords of Khammam wore more bensvolent
than the land lords of Nalgonda and Warangals They were more
influenced, atleast culturally by the landed gentry of the
Andhra Reglon, Thorefore, the exploitation, it appears awas
not ¢that brutal, Hence the uprising of tho peasantry in this
district was not that severe and did not decply penstrate into
the rural Khammam, 7Therefore, the political participation of
the people of Khammam should be Jjudged against this dackground.

It is for thése historical reasons Khammam dictrict has
been chosen for study:
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Bagksxound of Khammams o\
Khammam district is one of the(égfé districts of
Telangana in Andhra Pradesh, It has the popuiation of
£43569,892, Xt occupics seventh rank in Telangana, It
represents almost all the castes and subecastes that are

found in any other districts of Telangana,

Khamman district is ondowed with the most varied types of
rocke and mineral deposite such as ignecous, secdimentary and
neta mosphie rocks and a rare type of alkaeline rook known as
nehpeline, Syenite found only in this distriet, As yogards
nineral wealth, the district abounds in rich coal deposits
desidas conslderable reserves of iron ore; copper ore, iime
stone, mardle ¢tcey Due to this favourable geographical setting
Khammam 4istrict has boen referred as the “Natures Geological
Busoun®® of Andhra Pradesh,

Though Khamman district is a horder district cutting betweon
Telangana and Andhra both culture and language wise i% represents
pore Télangana than Andhra, Honee the present researcher has
intended ¢o make a “Case Study” of Scheduled Caste of this district.

Laste » Claga Situation ..

Thore are numer of castes and classes in Andhra Pradesh
particularly rural Andhra Pradesh presents a picture of various
castes, sudcastes and classes. From Bramhins and Reddies down

Proneeny

®census of Andhra Pradesh 1971.




t6 Madligas and Malas the caste structure of Andhra Pradesh
divides the soelety into number of segmonts, 'hen ¢this division
4o vertical the socisty is divided into number of classes
horicontally like land lords, rich pcacants, emall peasants,
tenants and landless ladboursrse But in dndhra Pradesh it
appears that there is co-roletion between class structure and
caste structure while majority of the Reeddis are the land
owners, an overwhei}ng najority of the Madigaes and lafias are
land less labourers, The remaining backward castes hang in
botween these two castes both soeially and cconomieally., Hence,
in so far as scheduled castes are conscerned there io induilt
caste, class congruity. Therefore, a systematic study of
Scheduled castes of Khammam district assumes historical importance.

The Scheduled Caste population of the state in 197t was
577,548 comprising of 2,926,416 nmales and 2,848,132 females.
According to 1961 census Andhra Pradesh constituted &,478,609
population of which 2,262,559 were males and 2,216,050 were
. females. The rate of increase in detween 1962 and 1971 census,
increase in Scheduled Caste population in Andhra Pradesh is
29,9 percent, The increase during the same period in Sgheduled
Tvibe population is 16,58 lakhs. Scheduled Castes alone
constitute 14 per cent of the state population. It is because
of such huge population the state Government has twe ministries
to look after the wolfare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.
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The dominant gcastes in Andhra Pradesh Constitute
the Reddis, Kammas, Nerchant community, Velamas and the
Brahmins, A good majority of the population conotitute the
intermediate castes known as "Backward Ciasaes“. Az hag
alrcady been pointed out 14 percent of the population is
thrown t0 the rockebottom of the socioty knowmn as Scheduled
Castes,

However, the Scheduled Gestes io a combination of
gaveral oastes and subw-oastes, Further the peirnt to be noted
4s there is slight variation of existence of cortain castos
and sudecasgtes from district to district,y Por example,
the existence of Nola, Madige and Chalavadi appesrs to be
conmon to all the 4istricts, But certain castes like Maladasari,
tiala Hannaish, MYala Jangam, Mala Masti, Hala Sayi and liala
Sanyaci appear to de cxisting only in some districts of
Telangana, Some other sub{castea like AdieAndhra, AdieDravida,
Bariki, Chandala, Dandagi, Domalamadiga and iala Dasu are
found in certain districts of coastal Andhra and Rayalascema,

Occupationally speaking one f£inds 4ifferences among
various castes and subecastes of Scheduled Casgte Community,
Por example, the madiges are leather workoers of shoesmskers
and song ‘of subeScheduled Castes havo beggary as thelr sain
profetsion, However, it should de noted that all tho Scheduled
Cantos remain to de untouchadbles ¢o the rest of the soclety.
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Culturzlly speaking, as it is observed in Andhra
Pradech the Scheduled Castes remain to be tribal in character
though this tribal culture is found among some ¢f the dackward
classes, the intensity of it is more among the Scheduled
Castes, Practices 1ike *Jantu Ball' are very common among
¢he Scheduled Castes, As many cooiologists have observed
dwellinge of Harijans continue ¢o be the living places of
superctitions, Vorshipping 'Kali'. Yanadcvatha, Azni Dayaths,
and Varna Devatha are stil)l phenominal among the Scheduled
Cante people.

The most unfortunate aspect of this society is that there
is untouchability manong thomselves, For example, intorw
marriages and interedinning is prohibited among malas and
nadigase One feels superiocr to other ~- though there is no
establiched noxm vwhether who is superior to vhonm,

According to 1971 census the population of Scheduled
Castes of the distriot was 167, 896 and Schoduled Tribes
201,670, The Bcheduled Castes and Trides constitute 30 percent
of the total population, Only in Khamom Head Quarters, it is
£,407 and total numder of Scheduled Caste voters are 2,497 in
the ¢town itself, Seven of the 13 community Development Blocks
in ¢the district are tridal. The District has ¢the highest number
of trivals compared to other Districts in Telangana region,
Degpite the efforts which the Government has made ¢o uplift

the Scheduled Castes and Tribes in gen ral and they are left
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with the worst socle-cconomie conditions,

Khammam parliaméntary constituency cémprices seven
Assonbly constituencies, Khammam, Kothagudem, bladhira,
Sathupalli, Sujatanagar, Pallalir, (SC) and Yellandu (ST).
The number of Electroate in this constituenoy has increased
from 596,499 in the 1977 polls to 701,335 The increase i
nore among women vogers than men voting population,

Hathedolosys

This study is proposcd to be basically an cmpirical one
and the hypothesis that is proposed to be tested is: whather
there is any relationship between political participation and
gtatus and Education or not, The town taken for ¢the study is
Khammam in Andhra Pradech, The community chosen for this purpose
is Mala and Madiga within Scheduled Castes of Khammam Town,
Since the population of MNalas and Madigas is econsideradbly dig,
a unfverse of 50 respondents has been randomly selected for
this purpose.

Bependent. Yardahlogs

As K. Sechadri and Naragyana Reddi‘'s study points out“
the dependent variable is respondents participation &n different
political actions ranging from passive to activist items so
that the vhole gamut of political actions are taken in. In
this study partieipation in campaign activities, processions,
Public lMeeting and Party likes and dislikes efe.. were taken
into consideration.

1. Op. cito. Pe 3o
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Sampaden.s

There 1o a general understanding that Scheduled Caste
people do not take part in compalsgn activitics,, In this
otudy questions like "did you help in arranging Election
neetings®, "did you distribute polling cards along with the
party candidate®? ©"did you help the voters to go to ¢the
pollidng station”? and *how much interest did you show during
tho last eclection compaign®? etc., were asked, Ané the
raosponsas vers godified and analysed.

Exocesgiong.a..

There &t also a notion that Scheduled Caste psople do
not chow much interest in attending public meetings and processe
fons, To test this hypothesis questions 1ike “did .you participate
in political procession?®, “Have you participated &n door to
door Campalgn?” and "did you ask others to vote for particular
party?"® were asked and the responses of the 50 respondents
woere codyfied and analysed,

It is generally assumed that the political consclousness
among Scheduled Castes people is very low, Hence there prefere
entos %o political parties is vague and haphazard., To test
this hypothesis questions liks *"is thers any political party
that you 1ike®? 4s there any other political pardy vhich you
nevery vant to vote"? “vhom did you vote in the last Assembly
Elections,” wore asked and the responsep were codyficd and
snalysed,
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In this study six independent variables are examined,
They are (1) Age, (2) Education, (3) Pamily Income per annum,
(&) Occupation, (5) Property &n land and (6) Political
Conmunication,
(1) Agse ¢

Age of an individual may be recponsidble to some extent
to make the individual to take interest in the poilitical
activitiess T he older people vho are mere experienced in
politics may involve more in political activitiecs than the
younger geneyation, This has %0 bde tested. The gge groups
are divided for the puvpese of convelnensce are ag followss
21»30) 31=L0) 41503 50 and above,

(2) ERducation.s

The level of education to some oxtent decides the lsvel
and nature of political participation, It is well knowm that
the Scheduled Casto people sre not well placed in education,
However, the relationship detween education and political
participation is proposed ¢c be ahalysed, Information on
cducation of the vespondents was collecated in terms of
categroeies like illiterates, cducated upto primary level,
educated upto secondary level, educated upto high school level
and educated upto Degree and above,
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(3) Exopexty. in lang @

Oviing land or otherwise of it decldes tho soclal status
of a mane And the relationship detween goclal status and
political activity is well knowm, Thorefore ¢to judge this
relationship among Scheduled Castes of Khammam Town,
information on the wpnership of land has daen ¢collected, Por
convenicnce Sake the groups awve divided into 11 catogeriess
-éhoae who ovm mo l1and, (NIL) is one category and the remaining
fen aver Ov5 » 1) 105 =21 205 @ 35 305 4 Be5 = 5 5.5 = 61
645 @ 71 7:5~ 81 845 » 91 9¢5 ~ 10 Acres,

(%) Qecupations.

I¢ is possible that there may be peopie who do not own
landed property dbut do have sesure life through amployment,
So such employment status was also deen studied, To this
effect data have been collected &n catogories like Muncipadl
workers, leather workers and other workers 1ike rickshaw
pullers and stone cutters.

In order to aveld errors in income structure of ¢the
Scheduled Castes information about family ircomoe per shmum
has alco deon collected, The categorics have boen divided
as followss

Rge 500w t0 1,000/« 1,100/ to 2,000/« 2,100/~ €0 3,000/=s
3,100/« to 4,000/=3 5,100/ t0 5,000/w; 5,100/ €0 6000/~
6,300/« 0 7,000/ep 7,200/~ to 8,000/~ 8,100/~ ¢0 9,000/=)
04400 t0 10,000/~3 10,000/~ and above.
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(6) conmunication..t

It is well kmown that the level of Political participation
fe¢ in a way related to the impaet of mass media on the voters.
Now to examino the relationship botweon the communication
net work and the levol of political perticipation, questions
1ike "do you read Rews Papers 4aily®? "did you come to know
gbout elections through News Papeys”? “de you listen ¢to the
Radio”, and "do you discuss politica) matters with other people®?
were asked and deta was collected to this effect, The last
question was intended to cxamine the effect 0f "mouth to mouth®
gommunication,

In the last chapter (Chapter«V) a brief summary of the
pregseding four chapters has dbeen explained, Further in this
chapter propeor conclusions are drawn o that intpasted researchers
£ind tho study useful, MNorcover, certain important questions
are also raised vheredy moro serious research in this area
nay be taken up to solve the dasic prodlems of the Scheduled
Caste people in this country., PFurther, necessary suggestions
to improve the socicepolitical conditions of Scheduled Castes

of India in general and of Andhra Pradchsh in particular were
gought to bhe umade,
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The active political participation or otherwise 6f it
of#he Scheduled Castes of Andhra Pradesh can be propeyxly
understood only when, we understand the socicecconomic
conditions of the Scheduled Caste people of Andhra Pradesh,
Studying the socloeccononmic conditions of the entire Scheduled
Caste population of Andhra Pradesh should be a difficult
propesition, Hence Khammam town has been chosen for a olose
examination of the problem, Tho reasons for such selcction
of Khampan towm ¢ould de droadly two: (1) The present snvestie
gator dolongs to Khammam Town itself, Therefore, the investigator
has had various occcassions to understand the sociowgconomic
conditions of the Khammam Scheduled Caste peoples (2) Khanmam
tovn consists fairly good number of Scheduled Caste population
of Khampmam town, giving scope for understanding the prodlem
congidorably well.

Khammam 1s a district Head Quarter situated in Telangana
region of Andhra Pradesh, It consists of 1,100 villages and
thie district is sa3id to have had 28 categories of Scheduled
Castes as listed dy the Government of Andhra Pradech, However,
the entire Scheduled Caste community can be divided into two
broad sudbecastess (1) Madigas and (2) lalas. The historical
division of these two subecastes is not exactly discovered.
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Further, no source material to indicate the historical
phrase of the division of these two subecastes was availabdble.
But nonetheloss, a genoral discussion with the psopie belonge
ing to these two sudbecasies indicates that the division of
subecastes was, however, hased on theiy occupational patterns,
It Ao seid by many lMala and Madlgas that the main occupation
of Nadigas was and is shocemaking, or any work related to
lsather, Whereas it is said, the main work of lialas was and
is other than Shoscemaking, According to them their nain
occupation differas from village ¢o village and arca %o ares,
But the occupation of Malas &n Khammam town secms ¢o be
stondeutting, scavenging and road sweeping etc.

Apert from this kind of a division into occupational
pattern there are variocties of duties that are performed dy
both Mala and Madigas. Examples like dburrying the deadbodies
and removing the dead cattle « more often dead ¢cattle are
eaten by Nalas and Madigas and the gkin of the dead cattle
is uged for Shoe-making -~ playing 'Dappus® vhile removing the
dcad bodles may de cited, An important point ¢to be noted
here is that among Madigas and Malas, as generally bdoileved
by HBala and Madiga people, the Hadigas are considered ¢to de
superior and Malas inferiors I¢ is very difficult ¢to give
a reasonable explanation for such hierarchy. Hewever, the
question of Madigas deing superior and Malas bBeing inferior

L

'‘Dappu’ is a drum generally used dby Telangana Scheduled
Castes on doth sorrowful and Joyful occassions,
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s not socially accepted in all the regions. In certain
regions both these caste groups are considered to de equals
avoiding inter«dining and interemarriages between themselves.,
Nonetheless, Telangana in general Khammam town in particular
presents a picture of existence of clear hierarchy detween
Madigas and Malas,

So far as the geographical location of Scheduled Caste
population of Khammam <town 1s concerned, the entiro Scheduled
Caste population of Khammam town ie scatteraed cver four different
places, Vig,, Guttla Bagar, Nigampet, Zublipura and Parabanda.
All these ‘gudems® whero the Scheduled Caste people 1live are
situated at the outskirts of Khammam town., That 8 to say
though these people live in tovn, for all practical purposes
they are out castes living away from the goneral population
of Khammam, Recently the government of Andhra Pradesh duilt
fow houses for Harijans dut these so ¢alled newdy duilt
‘Hari jan Colonies” are also at the outskirts of Khammam town,
This programme of government, as it is present in Khammam,
appears to have not dislocated the outskirt inhaditance of
Harijans, Harijans remained to de untouchabdbles 1iving away
from the general masses cven after this programme has come into
force. This in a way can de said that the government programme
instead of removing untouchability appears to be perpetuating it,
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Seclal Conditions.s

The social conditions of Scheduled Caste people of
Khammam should understood at two levelsr (1) The cultural
differences bdetween the general Scheduled Caste” population
and the caste Hindu population of Khammam town, (2) The
cultural differences between tho Malas and Hadigas themselves.

A striking difference between the Schedulced Caste people
and the general caste Hindu i{c ¢that of the method of celebra-
tion of marriages, All the caste Hindus except some of the
backward castes, cecledrate their marriages in highly ritualistic
manners. A bdrahmin who can recite 'Vedamantrae'® is a must at
caste Hind@ marrisges, But for Harijans marriage is not a
sancrament, It is neither sanctified dy Brahmins nor dy fire,
widow marriages and divorces are very common among the Scheduled
Castos of Andhra Pradech,

The difference is celedrating marrieges bdetween Nadigas
‘and Malas appears to be marginal, Except in one respect in
all other methods there appears to be simiiarity of customs
and conventions, The difference sesms to dbe the Nalas invite
their own caste 'Brahmin' - not the casto Hindu Brahmin e
vhere as tho Madigss invite a person called °* Gurdi* for their
marriages,

Another importent aspects of the social 14fe of Harijans
of Khammam that needs to be examined is thelr customs and the



Diss
320.954g4
B469s pg 28

M
IIQLQ@MMMHI

conventions, I¢ i8 a striking feature to note that though
Harijans are known as Hindus in Indian Nythology and Vedie
1itorature that the festivale observed by general caste
Hindus are not observed by Harijans. A glaring example
could de 'Batakamma Pandaga’., Vhen asked why they donot
golebrate this festival they say that it &is the opinion

of the caste Hindus that if they touoh the Flower Beds they
get polluted vhere dy 'Couri’ the wife of Shankara geots
annoyed with it, Such are the stories build up to keep the
Harijans away from the genoral practices of the casto Hindus,
It $s odbserved that the Harijans of Khammam towm are more
superstitions than the general caste Hindus, They worship
godesses 1ike 'hutyalamma’, ‘Mahankelamma', Poleramma etC.
But surprisingly the Harijans of Khammam town are not allowed
into temples of these goddesses in which they have firm bellef,
Though these temples are not structurally dbuilt up like ¢the
tomples that we see all over India. The Harijane of Khammam
town seems to de having total faith in witch oraft, ghosts
and all kinds of spirits, Though such belief is existing

among caste Hindus, it appears that this is more predominant
amony) Hari jans,

The dressing pattern of the Scheduled Caste community
is differont from the dressing pattorn of general caste Hindus,

Batakamma Pandaga is a fostival celebrated for nino days in
Telangana region during Dasara. In this festival only women
participate. The general practice is beautiful flower deds
are prepared and everyday these flower beds are taken to river
side and thoy sing songs make merry and finally leave the
flower beds in the water, .
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Host of the Scheduled Caste woman lead a life of halfe
nackedness, Nevertheless, the Scheduled Cascte woman, bdecause
of the nature of work they do have a different method of tieing
sarries, Generklly, it would be adove the knees and close to
the thighs. One also finds elight difference of dressing among
wonan detween Mala and Madigas The Mala woman put their kongu
on the right shoulder, This is generally called ‘kudipaita’
where as the Madigas like other caste KHindus put the§r kongu
on the left Shoulder, This is called Yedamapaita, In so far
as ornamental pattern goes one would notice dy the £irst look
Ltself that Harijans bhardly have any ornaments, VWhatever
ornaments are found on their bodies they are made out of silver
in a rough manner, It has deen told dy many Harijan women that
flala woman keop 'Niluvu Bottu' and the biadiga aWoman put "Chukka
Bottu®, This in a way indicates the religious difference of
Malas and Maedigas. As it is well known these who belisve in
Srec lahavishnmu kaeop *Niluvu Bottu'® where as those who delleve
in Shiva keep Adda Bottu or Chukka Bottu. Thus, one ¢an say
that MNalas are Vishnavite and Madigas are Shivite,

Thus, the social conditions of Harijans of Andhra Pradesh
in genoral, Khammam town in particular differ from the social
conditions of the caste Hindus in many respects, And it is a
common phenomenan that the Harijans lead a socially degraded
life exposing themselves to various religious exploitations,
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For the purpose 0f the study and to know the ezact cocio-
economic conditions end tho level of political consciousness
of the Scheduled Caste people of Khammam town, & suxvey has
been conducted, %o make the study sclentific the present
investigator has undertaken a suyvey among ranﬁomly.seiecﬁed
50 Harijans of Khammam towm,

The socizl conditions of any given community either
directly are indircctly would Gepend on the cconomic conditions
of the given community, so also, political partiecipation, Thus,
t0 understand the socioepolitical conditions of any aiven
conmunity one has to understand the economic conditions of that
particular community applying preper methodoldogical tools,

The Khanman ayacut provides for consideradly good agrie
cultural 1and and with some irrigational facllitiocs like tanks
and 8 ¢anal coming frem the Nagajuns Sagar project, Apert from
these irrigational facilities there are nmumber of wells and
tube wells which provide water for irrigation with the help of
electric motors and o4l engines ctc, Tadbles presenting the
holding pattern, age and educational dack ground of the S0
respondents interviewed for this purpose are as follows o
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TARLE 4
AGE OF THRE RESPONDENTS
Variadle Number of Percentage
respondents
21«30 16 32,0
3180 13 2640
‘31050 9 18.0
50 and adove 12 24,0
— 0 160,0
ZABLE_ 2
EDUCATION
Variadle Number of Percentage
respondents
Illiterates 26 52,0
Primary 13 26,0
Secondary 6 12,0
Higher 6.0
Degree & above 4,0
S0, 100,0

Table 1 indicate’ that out of 50 respondents, 32 percent

belong to the adolescent age group. Nearly 44 percent respondents
delong to middle age and 2B percent respondents delong to the

0ld gencration. A point €o de noted here is that all the
regspondents have attained their voting age that iz 21 years vhere
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by everybody would be in need of a settled family life with
proper edu&at&onal and income resources, 7Table 2, on education
indicates that 52 percent respondents are illiterates, Further,
26 percent of the ottal respondents have primary education.

So far as the Indian educational strandards are concerned primary
education means nothing dut illiteracy, These respondents when
talked to them indicated that they ¢an neithor read nor write,
According to them, it was true that they were put in schools

upto primary ctendard, That is to say a total of 78 percent

can de considered to be illiterates. The respondents who have
secondary and higher education put together constitute 18 percent,
They are either unemploycd or semie-enmployed, There are only two
degree holders constituting 4 percent of the total respendents,
Thus, the educational dbackground of Scheduled Caste pcople of
Khammam town presents a poor picture,

One of the important variadles to indicate that low or
high economio conditions of a particular family or a person
the owmnership of property in land in a given agrarain sector,
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As table 3 indicates out of thepotal S0 respondents
only 8 respondents expressed that thoy ovn some landa,
Owmership pattern various from 0,5 t0 10,00 acres, If
2,0 aocres $5 taken as a marginal ownership in a given
agrarian sector, there are 3 people owning this marginal
acros of land, 2 persons own 3.5 %o 4,0 acres and one
person ovwns 4,5 to 5,0 and there are two more porons whose
ownership varies from 840 t0 10,00 acres, The remalning
42 respondents gaid that they do not own any land, That
is 84,00 percent of the total respondents either landless
ladourers people 1iving on some occupation other than
agriculture, Tadle showing the occupational positions of
these 50 respondents is in order,

ZABLE &

OCCUPATION
Variadle Numbexr of Percentage

respendents
Kunicipal 20 40,0
vorkers
Leather workers 6 12,0
Unskilled ladour 2 48,0
Totsl ~ 50 1005

Tadle &4 indicates that out of 50 respondents interw
viewed 48 percent were unskilied labdourexrs and 40 percent
vere onmployed in the town municipality. Hostly as fourth



27

¢lass employees like peons, road sweepers and soavengers.
only 12 percent have been doing the traditional leathor
work like Shoe-msking, dag msking etc,

A comparative examination of these tables 3 and &
to to indicate that majority of the Scheduled Caste people
of Khammam town are dbelow the poverty line, The fact that
8l porcent are landless and 6 porcent are nearewlandless
end nearly 88 pereent are either municipal workers or
ladourers, goes to show that though most of Scheduled Castes
o2 Khammam left the traditional occupation viz., Shocemaking,
their lot has not been iumproved.

JABLE 3
FAMILY IRCOME PLR ANNUR
Variadle Number of Porcentage
respondents
500-» 4000 %5 -
1100 ~ 2000 10 2040
2100 « 3000 8 16,0
3100 -~ 4000 21 42,0
bB100 « 5000 6 12,0
5100 « 6000 2 be0
6100 « 7000 - -
7100 « 8000 i 24,0
8100 - 9000 1 2.0
9100 «10000 i 2.0
1000 and above - -

Total 20, 19-949-...-.‘




28

Table 5 shows that out of 50 respondents interviewed
20 percent families had Rs, 1,100/« to 2,000/« incomec per
amnum, A dulk of them constituting 42 percent families
have had Rse 3,100/~ to 4,000/« income per annum, 3 families
constituting 6 percent of the total sample respondent femilies
have had income varying detween 7300/~ to Rse 10,000/« per

annum, No family has more than Rs, 10,000/« inconme.
€

Yot another important point ¢o de notied in ¢this context
is that the size of respondent families generally are moderately
big. Glost of the famflies are jJoint families in which there
would be more than 10 memdbers livinge When the given income
pattern is seon 88 against the family sige even the high
earning fanmily where the income is Rs, 10,000/« per ammum
cannot keep the family feeding every member at sudbsistence
levol. In such a situation one need not speak of the condition
of ¢the families which earn less ¢than that, In such family
structure and income structure education to children would be
a day dream, When a question is asked as to how much money they
noeeded to meet thing family expenditure, more than 20 percent
of the respondents could not give an estimated figure of the
needed amount, This indicates the h#ight of Sgnorance in whioh
¢he Scoheduled Caste community is living even after thirty years
of our democratic rule,

A tedle showing either increase or decrease in the
econonic conditions of the given respondents in the past fow
years has an interesting point to make,
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TABLE 6.
ECONOMIC FLUCTUATICON IN LAST DECADE
Economic Number of Pexreentage
condition respondents
Botter 27 5440
Sane 11 22.0
Worse 12 24,0

Total 0. 3000

o i

As tadble 6 indicates 54 percent respondents expressed
the opinion thet their cconomic conditicns when compared to
past became botter, Out of the remaining 46 percent, 22 pere
cent expressed that thelr economic conditions remained the
same, 24 percent said that thelr economic conditions deoame
worse. Though the face value of the table indicates ¢that
majority of the families have $mproved their financial position
in reality it appears that their economic conditions have not
betler than defore, The respondents do earn gore money than
they did in the past, Hence they say that their position
moviefarely has become detter, But in fact Lf we observe
doeply this is no sudbstantive $mprovement of their living
conditions, On thing can be considored that they perceive
marginal changes for the bottor in torms of certain things
in 1ife, This may do manifested in their slightly detter huts,
¢lothing eto, It must be emphasized’ that this irprovement is
in no way very substantial. On odservation we £ind ¢that they
are still living under the poverty line, This is also clear



30

from the tadbles analysed on their landed property and
income structure,

Thus, the socicecconomic conditions of the Scheduled
Caste people of Andhra Predesh in genexal, and Khammam in
particular, though there are certasin changes, scem to dbe
unchanged, Socizlly speaking ¢hild marriages, unshakadle
falith in superstitions, wrotchedness in the living conditions
etc., seems to persist, Such doing the sociceeconomic
conditions of Scheduled cmstes of Khammam & systematic
analysis of pelicical econsciousness of Scheduled Castas of
Khammam is a necessary corollary. Heneco in chapter IIX an
attempt will de made to annlyse the level of politiecal
cons@lousness of Scheduled Castes of Khammam,
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EHARTER,_IX]

ELECTORAL BEHAVXOUR, OF SCHEDULED CASTES

The political dchaviour of a given community declides what
kind of 1life the community should have, For any major change in
the 1ife of individual first and community next occurs through
the active pasrticipation of the individual and the community in
the political affairs of a nation, Such participation inturn
decides the oharacter of the political system in which that indie
vidual or community lives, HNevertheless, the extont of political
participation of such individual or community directly depends
on tho level of political consciousness of that particular
individual or community. Such deing the importance of lovel of
political consciousness in a given system in this chopter the
level of political consciousness of Schedule Caste peoples of
Khemman town 48 proposecd to te analysed,

The level of political consclousness of a given society
depends on the effective political communication network
structured for this purpose, The communication chamnels in thie
country could de droadly fives (1) Neows Papers§ (2) Radioy
(3) Televis&ong/(b) Partys (5) Opinion Leadership and other
important channels, p

News papers are one of the important communicative network

structures to mould the pudblic opinion. When the question "do you

read adly"? was asked, the answers of tho 50 Schedulead

Casto respondents were as follows:
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ZARLE 1
NEYS.ERARPER READING HABIZ
Variable Number of Percentago
respondents
XES 12 2L, 0
NO 58° 76,0
Total 50 100.0

*Thie naturally includes the illeterates,

out of the total respondents interviewed 2k percent
sald that they read news papers every day. For another
question, ﬁg&g_ggg_come to know about election canmpalan

through news papoera”? the answers o0f 50 respondents are
—_————
as followa

ZABLE 2
0 G U
Résponses Number of Percentage
respondents
- L4
YES 19 38,0
NO 3 6240
Total 50 100.0

©
The differcnce in table § and table 2 has to dhe explained,
In Table 2, the 19 include the peoplo who 4o not read the

nows papers habitually dut come to know through the sourxce
of news papers indirectly.
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Table 2 indicates that only 38 percent of ¢the
respondents expressed that they came to know about ¢the
elaction through news papers either directly or indirectly.
A bulk of the respondents constituting 62 porcent gaid that
they did not come to know adout elecetions throughnews
papers, Naybe true that our of these 38 percent, some of
them came ¢o know about it through other means of communicae
tion, radlo, etc. It also may be true that some of them
444 not know adout election till the voting day or even
lator on,

Ancther important communication charnel is radio, It
is gencrally acknowledged to be a very effective medium in
puxral #reas, Evon governnent pudblications have baen saying
thad radio hes deen carrying nevws to each and every person
in rural and urdan India. But a €able showing the utility
of radio, particulariy during election is in oxder,

wRABLE 3,
BARIO
Variable Numbex of Percentage
respondents
YES 32 64,0
NO 18 36,0

Totalld 50 100.0
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It is to de mentioned that there are about 10 small
pudlic parks where radios are installed in the town of Khammam,
As tadble 3 shows out of 50 respondents 32 respondents congtitue
ting 64 percent said that they have been listening to Alle
India Radio off and on. Whereas 18 respondents constituting
36 percent said thoy did not listen to All India Radio,

This 36 percent &iople wvho did not listen to All-~India Radio
could bo understood against the character of the Khammam
town. Khanmams:; $8 as semi-urbdban town exposed to all kinds
of modeyn facilities like trains, duses, etc, When compared
to rural areas in Khammam, the town ig obviously better
supp.lied with modern facilities. It has deen found out

that non of the respondent have a set of his yon radio, It
is unlikely that people vho have to struggle for their
existence could spare some time to go to pudlic radio and
1isten to the news. Thoy may do 30 only vhen some cvent

of importance were to oceurq., Elections being such an event
at least on some days, someo " people might de curiosly listen
to the news, When we say the respondents listen to the radlo,
we mean in that sense., Because there aro no pudliec Televisions
in Khammom town at 811, no question regarding television

was ng? asked,

Another important communication channel is inter-personal
communication or communication through opinion leaders, It

appears that in Khemmam town more than any other communicative
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technique, tho opinion leaders have played a vital role
in carrying the nows to the general pudlic, ¥hen asked

a question whether any political party members and
candidates come to the respondents' house to meeot and tell
them about the election, the answers of 50 respondents are
as followss

ZABLE 4
OPINION LEADERSHIP
Variadble Nunber of Percentagoe
rospondents
YES bo 80.0
NO 10 20,0
Total 50 100.0

Tadle U4 indic ates that out of 50 respondents 40 respondents
constituting 80 percent said that party members and candidates
came to their house and explained about elecctions. Only

10 respondents constituting 20 percent said that nodody

came to thom to explain adbout the eleetions. But oven this

s a reflection on party mombers not on the general pudliec,

Another question to ascertain the approximate
number of opinion leaders was “did you help in arranging

election meetings™ The answers are as indicated in the
tadle.




36

Variable Number of Percentage
rospondents

YES 6 1240

NO 44 88,0

Total 50 100.0

As tadle 5 shows But of 50 respondents interviewed,
only 6 constituting 12 percent said that they helped &n
arranging election nmeetings, This happened because those
12 percent are either wage labdourers or Yikchaw pullers.
These people were pald money inadvance to bring the voters
to the polling booth on a contract, But, it is not because
of their actual involvement, A majority of the respondents
constituting 88 percent said that they did not holp any
body in arranging clection meetings., Though helping in
arranging election moetings might not bve considered to
constitute the character of opinion leadership, indirectly
such persons play the sundgate role of opinion leaders,

However, it gppears from the tadble that the number of opinion
leaders 18 consideradbly less,

Another question to make out the strength of opinion
leadorchip was asked on distributing the polling cards "~ -z

along with party condidates, The responses are in the following
nanners
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ZABLE 2
DESTRIBUTING POLLING CARDS
Varidale Numdber of Pergentages
respondents
YES 12 24,0
RO 38 76.0
Total 50 100,0

L

As tadble 7 iindicates out of 50 respondents interw
viewed 12 respondents constituting 24 percent said that
they distrituted polling cards along with party candidates,
A bulk of rcspondents constituting 76 percent oxpressed the
opinion that they did not distridbute polling cards,

When asked “did you help the voters to go the polling

rgﬁg}iﬁh?” the response of the 50 respondents is as shown
in the tadle below:

b7 V-

Variabdblie Rumbder of Porcentage
respondents

YBS 16 32,0

NO 3 68,0

Total 50 100,0
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Tadble 8 ghows the total respondents intexrviewed
32 porcent said that they helped the voters to go to
polling otation, 68 percent of the total rospondents
sald that thoy 444 not help the voters to go tv polling
gtation,

Thug, an examination of the impact of communicative
agents like news papers, radio, perty meetings and ¢pinion
leadership goes to indicate that moct of the respondents
came to know about olsction through inter perscnal communicge
tion (through opinion leadexs) than nows papers, radio and
political meectings,

The reasons for this may be droadly twos
1) laock of liteoracy among majority of ¢the voting population,
2) Ineffective communication, through certain nass media

1ike news papers and radio,

-

\gowever. it is important to note that the communica-
tive network built up in ¢this Country over a period of time
has falled to raise the level of concrete political
consciousness among Scheduled Casts.) It is otwious that
as long as people are not literate they cannot read news
papers, Bug it is customary among the villagers in Andhra
and working class arcas for some one to0 read a paper under
a tree before the people go out for work oxr after they
return in the evening, This is not an institutionalised
practice, dbut is generally found in almost all the places,
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The second aspect that indicates the level of
political consciousness of both the “Votestaker” and the Vote
giver' could de oxamincd through the techniques adopted for
election campaigning, then a question was asked "how much
interest did you show during the last election campaligin,

the responses are as under,

Variable Rumber of Percentage
respondents

Creat deal 13 28,0

Some what 8 16,0

Not at all 28 5640

Total 50 100,0

L - I L

Out of the 50 respondents interviewed 42 respondents
constituting 28 percent said thet they took a groat deal of
interest in campaigning in the last election, Only 16 peracent
said that they were some vhat interested in campaizning
activitios in the last election, A dulk of the respondents
constituting 56 percent sald that they were not at all
interestad in campalaning activities during tho past election,
When asked anothexr question regarding the attcndance of
election meeting, the responses are tabulated unders
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Variadles Number of Porcentago
raespondents

Hany 3 6.0

Some 2t 42,0

RNone 26 52,0

T0tal 50 100.0

Out of ¢the 50 respondents only 3 constituting 6 percent
said that they have attended election meotings many times,
21 respondents constituting 42 porcent cxpressed that they
have attended some election mectings, To the tune of 52 perw
cent sald that they did not attend a single election meeting,

another way of campalgning doth in urban and rural
aveas is participating in processions either in the town or

outside, vhen ashed *vheth v st in
participating inppolitical processions®, the responses of
the 50 respondents are as followns

QABLE,__11
RRQCESSIONS
Variadle Number of Percentage
respondents
¥BS 16 32,0
KO 3h 68,0

Total 50 100.,0
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0f the total 50 respondents 16 constituting 32 percent
expressed the fact that they have participated in politicel
processions. MNajority of them, constituting 68 percent said
that they nover. participated in political processions either
in the towvn or outside., Those who have attended the procession
have done go docause of certain inducements given by the
candidates, This response is difficult to be tadulated since
this is only by means of informal prode that wo got these
answers.

When asked *"hav@ you participated in door to door
campaign for a particular party?® the response was as follows:

JABLE 12
BOOR 20 _DOOR CAFEAXGH
Variable Number of Percentage
respoddents
YES 1% 28,0
NO 36 720
Total 50 100,0

0f the 50 respondents i1l accepted that they have
participated in door to dooxr campaign for a party in which
they bdelicved, 72 persent respondents said that they did not
participate in door to door campaign for any politioal party.
This dooxr to door campaigns by the respondents was also
because of the monetary inducement given by the candidate
as in processions,
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There {s a similarity bdetween tadble 9 and tadle 12,
The persons who were interested in elecction campaigning
during the olections were also active in the door to door
campadgn. To our surprise the pereontage of the respondents
in both the activities arc nearly the ecame. By this we cen
say that only few are active in politics among the Scheduled
Castes of Khammam tovmn.

Thus, various questions on political campaign made it
clear that in almost all the questions, the number of people
who are not active in campaigning is more,

Arother important variadle that needs a closs examination
in Indian sccio~political system is the caste factors Though
cocial scientists have neglected this factor for several years
now there is a realisation on their part that casto ic also
playing an important roles mostly negatively. Therefore, to
toot this hypothesis vhether casto 18 playing a8 negative role
or poeitive role in raising the ilevel of political consciouse
ness of the people of Andhra Pradesh of the Scheduled Caste
people in particular, & number of questions on casto have been
incorporated in the questiomnaire, Further, an analysis of the
responses of the 50 respondents interviewed for this purpose
are in order,

A 'iquestion asked to test this hypothesis was “did your
caste leader support any party or the candidate"? the responses
are as followss:
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i
Varigble Nunber of Percontage
respondents
IES 13 26,0
RO 37 ?2%,0
Total 50 100.0

Out of 50 respondents 13 respondents constituting
26 percent accepted the fact that their caste leader was
supporting a porty/ecandidate, The remaining 7?2 porcent said
that thoir caste leader is not supporting any party or candidate,
When another quastion was asked ¢o £ind out the relationship
betrioen voting pattern and caste, the responses were as follows
“On the whole d4d your caste people vote for only one pardy or
different parties”?

ZABLE 18
YOIING EATTERN
Variadle Numbeyr of Porcentage
respondonts
Different parties 29 5840
One party 1% 28,0
DKo 7 18,0

Total 50 100.0
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out of 50 respondents 29 constituting 58 percent said
that they voted for different political parties., 28 percent
respondents sald that they voted for one party and ib percent
wvhen asked this question remained silent,

llost of these people do not know the othexr parties even,
More than S50 porcent are not aware of the name of lr, Jagjivan
Ram, NMajority cof respondents agreed that they voted vfor
Congress (X).

To a question "like your caste people 4o you also think
that voting is important or not"? the responses were as
followings

IABLE A5
JURORTANCE OF VOTING
Variable Nunber of Percentage
respondents
Ioportant &8 96.0
Not important 2 %,0
Total 50 100, O

0f the total respondents a bulk of them constituting
96 percent said ¢that voting is an important factor. On the
contrary only 2 respondents constituting 4 percent said that

they need not think that voting is important as their caste
people think,
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In 50 far as the question asked no caste and vote pattern
relationships and the Yesponse given by the respondents, indicate
that capte factor is not overthy influencing the voting dee
hav_iour of the Scheduled Caste of Khammam, That does not
mean that ceste has no role to play in moulding the political
behaviour of massess In such a large and complexr political
systen like India an institution like caste hac ungonscious
contyrol over the dehavioural mechanisms of individuals and
the commundty at large.

In a political system 13ke India where politieal Worms
are fully estadlished much room is left for political manipulee
tion ¢o take the system into the hande of few individuals or
few groupsn One of the best manipulative machinisms that was
evolved for this purpose was political corruption., It is a
common knowledge that driding the voters during the time of
elections and getting the votes, is a universal practise, When
the political morality is low, things like corruption control
athe institutfons and also individuals, It has been an accepted
fact atleast in the academic circles that vote modbilisation
through corruption 18 a common practice in India. To test
this hypothesis whether the Scheduled Caste voting pepulation
were pliadle for corrupt practices or not, some questions have
beén incorporated in the questicnnatre. Now one of such
questions is "Whether monecy and drinks were supplied freely

to voters®? The responses to this question were as followss



Variable Numberxr of Percentage
raspondsnts

iES 9 18 ,0

Ko 39 78 0

DKo 2 b 0

Total 50 100.0

out of 50, 9 respondents constituting 18 percent accepted
the fact that money and drinke were suppliecd freely to them,
30 respondents constituting 78 percent said that they 4id not get
nonoy and drinks freely, Only 2 respondants constituting
4 porcent expressed their ignorance about the question.

Corruption is some thing which very few givers and takers
accept even vhen given and taken. Though the respondents do
not admit thet they took money and drinks, it does not need
any cmpirical evidence to prove what is so obviously striking
to youpy oya,.

For another question was supply of money and drinkes made to
all the voters or to very few voters?®, the answers of the respone
dents are given dolow in the table,
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—
Variable Number of Percentage
respondents
To particular 8 16,0
community
DeKe L2 84,0
Total 50 100,0

0f the 50 respondents 16 percent said that money and
drinks were supplied erSiy only to a particular c¢lass and
84 percent remained silent when asked about the exiastence of
this practice, Though minority 4id accept the reality,
political corruption need not and would not percolate to all
the levels., It is the opinioﬂheadership or caste leadership
or village infiuencials that need to be dbridbed, Hence the
opinion of 16 poreent carries a lot of weight,

In India more than programmes of a party or its ideoloe
gloal commitments, the personal charisma of a leader decomes
the centre of voto mobilizing activity., For example,
lrs. Gandhi decame the ¢entre of vote modbilisation activity
under playing all other factors that ought to have been
important in duilding up a system. They take up certain
activitics vhich attract the people without doing aanything
concrete to them. Such deing <the cheracter of the systenm
1ike India a question was asked to know how the Scheduled Caste
community were appreciating particulsr role of Indira Gandhi.
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*Do you generally 1ike the programmes that were implew
mented undex Nrs, Gandhi's leadership®?

Variable Number of Percentage
respondents

iES ks 9040

Pk 5 1040

Total 50 100.0

out of 50 respondents intervicwed, 45 constituting
90 percent said that they generally 1iked the programmes that
were Smplemented under Mys, Gandhi's leadership., Only a
ninority constituting 10 percent said that they have no
3dea adbout the programmes and all,

The above tadble shows that the Scheduled Caste community
is much awars of Nrs. Gandhi‘’s work than any other person in
India, Her appeal among economiecally dcprived sections secems
to reeinforce cortain benefits that acquired to them in
implomentation of 20 point programme, It is interesting to
know that they have not heaxrd to Mahatma Gandhi, but they know
Mro. Gandhi welle. Though Charisma is fmportant in duilding
political career it plays complete positive role in Mrs., Gandhi's

&¢ase,
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In a democratic system the role of political parties
has been woll estimated, Without political parties, it is
acecepted, the democracy does not oxist at all, But the
efficacy or othorwise of any democratic system depends on
the nature of the political psrties, To what extent a
political party or parties would mobilise the messes and
enoll the memdership and make the masses politically active
is a proof to the political effigacy of the system, To test
this hypothesis number of questions have been incorporated
in thoe questionngire to estimate the character of conscious-
ness of existence of various political partics among Scheduled
Caste people of Khammanm town,

One of tho question is as follows, “Is there any party
that takes Snterest in your class to uplift your condition®?

The responses are rather discouraging,

Variable Number of Percentage
respondents

¥ES 8 16,0

No 42 84,0

Total 50 100,0

out of 50 respondents interviewed (42) constituting
84 porcent said that there is no party that takes inteorest
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in our class to uplift our condition, Only 8 people
constituting 16 percent said that there is a party that
takes interest in our class to uplift the condition, A
point to de noted here 4s that as hae been analysed in
Chapter IX, most of the Soheduled Caste people of Khanmman
town live below poverty line., As abdbove table indicates that
84 percent people exprossed the opinion that there s no
single party which takes interest in them, Here, we can
say that people are not conscious of the fact that 4t is
the party programme and orgenisation that are responsidle
for the implementation of schemes dut not the personnl role
of the leaderse It's because of birs, Gandhi's direct appeal
to the masses ovetkmung other party channels and othepr
inctitutional arrangments, But in one way that is te Say
thet political parties either left or right are totally
unconcerned to the prodlem of Scheduled Cacte people in
Andhra Pradesh in general, Khammam town in particular, The
seening contradiction between the tadble 19 and tadble 20 are
also t6 de seen 4n the light of dual perceptions of the
Scheduled caste mombers adout thelr existential condition
and future perspectives, Thoy on the one hand, precive that
the 20 point programme do them good and that responses is
given in tadle £9. AS the same time as an alienated community
thoy cxpress thelr sense of frustration &n gensral terms which
is in i&no with ¢their continuing experience, The same type

of scenming contradications persist in further responses which
are listed as we proceced,
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To another question “Is there any political party
that you like“? the respenses are as followse

ZABLE 20
LIEING OF A ROLITXCAL PAREX
Variadle Nugber of Percentage
recpondents
L ]
XES 35 70,0
NO 15 30,0
Totals 50 100.0

SNy

.

Out of S0 respondents (35 respondents) constituting
70 porcent said that there is a political party vhich they
1ike, Oniy 15 respondents constituting 30 percent zald
that there is no political party which they like, However,
quite contradicting opinions have been exprassed vhen we come
pare the opinions of 50 respondents in tabdle 19 and the
epinion of the same respondents in tadle 20. For examples,
vhen expressing the interest taken by the parties in their
claas 84 percent said no party was teking interest, When
asked whether they like any party 70 percent said they like
sone party ar other, Qﬁis seeming contradiction can bde
ezplained in tho following manner, The total rejcetion of
any party has oxpressed in tadle 19 seems to de out of disgust
towards all parties and in subsequent tadble they seem to
express that wvhile no party does anything to them at least
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econgross (I) under the compulsion of lrs, Gandhi's programme
gseens to touch the problems of the surface,

To an another question 'Mﬁher political

party which you never want to vote"? The regponses as followss

Variable Rumber of Percentago
respondents ¢

Cannot say 12 24,0

No prejudice 98 2640

agegnst any party ¢

Total 50 100,0

02 the total respondents interviecwed 76 percent
expressed the opinion that there is no party to vhioh they
never would like to vote, Only 20 percent said ¢hat they
cannot say any thing,

It 15 in accepted fact by amany social seientists
that the only political action that majority of the Indians
perform is voting, But this coultf;be done either with the
political conscicusness both in terms of his own Yife and
tho political system in which he ie 1iving or othe voter can
be takon to a polling dooth 1like an unwilling hoxse to the
water, In that case the vote, instead of playing a positive
role in dbullding up a system would play a negative role,
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diotroying the democratic norms frem dottom to top., It has
becn also opéned by many that in India right from 1952 down
to 1977 in almoat all the elections thet the voter has been
a pero instrument in the hands of political demegogucs, %he
net results of such an activity was that tho politiecal system
inotead of advancing, appear to de detoridated, Though there
are numdber of studies pointing out this fact both interms
of vote pattern and other factors influeneing voting dehaviour,
a study is necessiated to understand this prodleom more
specifically at microelevel, Numder of questions have desn
incorporated to this effect in the questionnaire, The questions
and responses of the 50 respondents intexviewed for this purpose
are in order,
1, "p§§3~2ffff?, in your ward do you think that voting is
ioportant or not"?
The responses are in the following manner.

Variadle Number of Percentage
respondents

Important 48 96,0

Kot important 2 byo

Total 50 200,0

(This tadle 15 Lo ropeated for tho sake of sequence),
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out of 50 respondente intervicwed (£8) censtituting
96 percent expressed the opinion that voting is important,
only 2 respondents constituting 4 percent gald that they de
not fhink 1ike othors in their ward that voting is important,
However, & point to be noted &s that majority of the voters
are aware of the fact that voting is important.

2¢ "Whom did you vote in the laot Asscmbly clections”?
If possidle name of the candidate/party/symbol®. The

responses are given delews

Variable Rumbey of Porcentage
respondents

Pmy M camlidate. 28 162.0

Symbol

Paxty and 2 2.0

candidate

Party and symbdbol 10 20,0

Candidate and symdol 2 LN

only party 5 10,0

only candidate - -

DeKe 10 20,0

TOTAL 50 100,00
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0f the 50 respondents 21 constituting 42 percent could
name the party, cand:4ate and symbol to which they voted,
4 percent respondents could name the party and canfidate dus
not the symbol, 20 percent respondents could name the party
and symbol dut not ¢the candidate, & porcent respondents
ecould name the candidate and symbol dut not the party and
10 porcent respondents could name the party alone, Above
21} there are 20 percent respondents who could not name the
party, candidate and symbol,

3¢ "Whom &4 you decide the party which you wanted €0
voto to“?

The responsas for this question are in the following

lianneys
IABLE 23
QIME OF DECISION OF VOTE
Variabdble Number of Percentage
respondents
On the polling day 10 20,0
During the campaign 5 10,0
Before the campaign 700
gtarted w % '
Total 50 100,0

0f the total respondents intervicwed 20 percent accepted
the fact that ¢they had decided the party to which they wanted
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to vote on 1y on the polling day, 10 percent respondents
decided the pexrty which they want to vote during the
carmpaigne 70 perceu® respondents decided their party
before the campaign started, This table surprisingly
presents a picture which contradicts thoe general under
standing adbout Indian voters, As the tadble shows, 70 peroent
of people said that they have dceided before the campalgn
started, All these responden ts interestingly enough for
voting for Nrs, Gandhi's candidates, The fact that they
have decided beforec the campalign shows the utter irrelevance
of the various candidates sho stood on the acong.(X) ticket,
They voted for *Indiramma®, This is possidble logically
spoaking only when the voters are committed ¢to & particular
party.
b, "Have you gone to the polling station on your owm or
some body else taken you there"? The resyonses to
this question are as followss

Variadle Number of Percentage
respondents

On oy own LT 92.0

persuaded to go 1 8.0

Total 50 100.0
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Out of tho total respondents interviewed 92 percent
said they went %o the polling station on thoir own, Only
8 percent accepted the “act that they have deen persuaded to
go to the polling station by some body else, All these
people are conventionally or emotionally comnitted to vote
for lirs, Gandhi’s party. There does not seem ¢c de any
discrement in thelr chofso,

8¢ "Did you vote during 1978 Assembly election”?

The responses are as followss

Varfable Name of Pergentage
respondents
YES 44 88,0
10 (9 12,0
Total 50 100,00

Out of 50 respondents interviewed 44 respondents
constituting 88 percont sald that they had voted during 1978
Assenmbly election, Only 6 respondents constituting 12 percent
gaid that they 444 not vote during 1978 Acsembly alection,

A point <o do noted here is that whatever the campaizn techniques,
the coxrrupt practices, the personality influences etc., might

ba there, the availadle eviden&é shows that the percentage

of the people who participated in voting is c¢onsiderabdle.
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Revertheléss, tho political consciousness of Scheduled
Caste people in Andhra Pradesh in general and scheduled caste
of Khammam proved to have been neither too high nor teo low.
It is quite moderates But, certain factors like campaigning
techniques and communication net work, have not played an
offective role in pdliticizing the magses more so0 of Scheduled
Castes. Some other factors like political corruption,
personality of leaders like Nrs, Gandhi and the role of caate
Jeaders appear %0 have had influence on political consciouse
ness among the massesgs IZ it were to be a concrete political
consociousness the geonomic conditions of the people would not
have been as they are today, Hence, one can conclude be,/
saying that though quections to examine vote patlern got a
very positive response presenting a rosy nicture of percent-
ages of voters turned out €to the polliing booths, the real
political consciousness which is a primsry condition for
transformation of our socio~economic gystem towards a better
system §s yet to be attained,
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The modern political systems are results of tremendous
upheavela that took place from time t ¢time. [lan has
experienced variety of systems and fn the process he also
lcarnt %o accelerate the process of social ohange through
political means, Historically speaking from primitive
conditions to the present modern systems, all are the
outcomes of thoe active participetion of man in politics,

Betwoen these ecxtreme developments vize, namoly primitive

stage to modern syztem, there are numdber of systems which

have come into existence and got uprooted. Examples like
kingship, monarchy, aristocracy, nation state may be cited,
Further the changes are thehuwsult of a long standing struggle
by under dogs against the previlegeds in other viords the changes
are the net out come of the struggles by the ruled against the
rulerss A point ¢to be noted here §s that the struggle to change
the socioepolotical system of a nation could be taken up only
in political arena, Hence, an active mass participation in
day=today political affairs of the Country is a must to achieve
the desired sosial change,

Participation by the people in various .political
activities is generally considered to be an important aspeot
of a political system, Infact the inputs into the political
system ag @escribed by David Easton and others are on the



assumption of the participation by the people, Interest
articulation and aggregation are the functions of politieal
participation, Sometimes, as we have noted earlier there

pay be participation at mnes level that had great dea} of
"dononstration effeet” or a padsive type of participation
deponding upon the legitimacy of the political systems These
¢types can discerncd in the people accepting the rules of the
gameé and doing their part does giving support to the
governmental policlies, As is well known in a democratie
polity participation of the people in clection of representa=
tiven is an essential proscondition, Apart from the general
elections vhere the secular and modernizing leadership are
elected, there may also exist various other traditional
institutions vhich have been responsidle for the maintanance
of the social system, We are not here going into the desir-
abiiity or undesirability of these institutions nor inte the
auestion of their deing statusquo oricnted, These traditional
institutions will also be used in the politicigation process
since politics will enter into every channel thet is availadle
for use,

Caste organisations that have been functioning informally
for a long time, though play an important role in the political
process’ es, especially in the rural and semi~rural areas and
cven there, more 8o among the alienated and backward sections
of the community, The control of the caste leadership over its
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members seoms much stronger in communities like the
Scheduled Castes, trides and other bdackward castes,

Taking this into consideration we shall ¢try ¢o examine
to vhat extent in our study théra caste leaderships have played

their part in mobillging the people and articulation ¢heir

peoial demands,| It 48 observed that in Khammam town the
Schedulod Castes are generally mobilised under their ecaste
Panchayat like the various caste Panchayat of the deprived
sections of the community. This Panchayat also strives to do
its bit for the redressel of the grievances of the members
of the community,

The ecaste panchayat consists of feur members (1) President,
(2) ViceePresident, (3) General Secretary, (%) Hessonger.

These offices, interestingly cnough, are held dy clection.
The election procedure is very simple and direct, As i¢ used
to happen in Greek City States all the adults of the community
including female adults on ono day sit together and elect the
body. This clection, as it has deen informed by the Scheduled
Caste people of Khammam is so simple that it is by raising of
hands, Aged, wise and respectable persons would be elected
as President, *caste elder’ (Kula Pedda), Though in theory
anybody can contest for the Kulapedda post dbut they generally
do not, This is the acecspted norm of the community, 'Here
traditional leader is given a legitimate right, who cver is
nomdnated by the Kulapedda would generally de clected as
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!}ce-?zesident. Goneral Secretary, who is known as *Salvard’

and Messenger, These people in a way practise *recall® mothod
to replace the plected body in case the presently elected
body is not working properly.

The powers of caste panchayat are quite significant,
It is almost a supreme dody in so far as the caste Sssues
aroc concerned, It takes the decisions when evex a man should
be out-casted and it also takes the desislion vhen ever a man
or woman should be taken into their castet I¢ Crames certain
rules and rog@lations pertaining to the entire caste
cormunity, Once the rules are framed dy the caste panchayat
¢thoy should be odoyed by each and every man in ¢he community,
Thé caste panchayat alse ¢njoyoc eortain judicial powers,
My judgement given by the caste Panchayat is binding on ¢the
entire caste community., However, a point to de noted is that
caste panchayats do not have much financial powers detausa
it would not have much funds svailadle with it,

The functions of caste panchayat are numerous and varied,
The functions are genorally social, political and at times
economic also,

SN

'This, however is a rare occcurrance, This generally
happens when there is an interwcaste marriage and one
of the spotises has to bde admitted into their castes
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ROLIZECAL. EUNCTIQNS +

In deciding the politichl mattors the caste panchayat,
it appears, plays a very important role. %The caste panchayat
appears to be a vote pocket, The president of tho caste
panchayat would be having a good numbor of followers within
the caste community, As a President he interacts with many
other c::mmmities and pudblic officers., Therefore, he should
ve coneidered and respeoted as a ‘Palravikar'. In fact, he
i a lower level middle man. His work would be carrying
some weight oven out side his caste decause of the fact that
he hag folowsrs within his cacte. During elestion times,
as has been revealed in informal discussions, the President
of caste panchayat assumes lot of importance, He would be
acting as a mediastor between the party leaders and the people,
He would de the person who will get the major share of the
money distriduted during elections, In turn ¢the caste leader
or the President of the o¢aste panchayat would distridute
this money to his own caste people. But generaldy such money
would be epent on festival occassions for the purpose of
drinking and merry making, On such oecassions the familiee
of npembers of caste panchayat enjoy certsin previleges over
the other caste people., The caste Yeader is also generally
approached fer the mobdilising of the memders of the caste
for meetings, demonstrations and processions by the/ieaders
of political parties and district level leadey, Needless to
gay in all these situationo he renders the ssrxvices for a
consideration,
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The social functions of ceote panchayat assume
more importanse than the political funotions, The scheduled
castes commundty appears to be a mini wvorld full of complex
probioms, It is caste panchayat vhich tries to solve all
such prodlems but nonetheless caste panchayat works within
the frame vork of casteesculturs, One of the najer coclal
rrodblenms thet mumber of people mentioned among the scheduled
cagtes of Khamnom town «was the marriages and “aivorces,
Bost of the panchayati meetings were held in order to
golve these disputes, During such meetings, it is ¢the
Procident of the panchayat who will be chalring the meectings.
His decision is supposed to be £inal and dinding., But
genorally ¢the €Gecisions are not unilateral, Such decisions
would be taken in consultation with the other proninant
members of the caste community. The people of Hari janawadas
of Khammam towm say “we see verything in Peddamaniehi®, He
has to chare all our probiems and pleasuxes. Otherwise, wo
do not call him Paddamanishi”s According €0 somo people
he should be an elderly person, exp erienced znd honest and
recpectadle, The matters regarding intorwcaste marrviages
and divorsesc would be settled dy the caste panchayat, For
example, if a Scheduled Caste boy marries a girl belonging
to a lower Scheduled Caste or any other higher custe, ¢the

'3
He is variouslz termed as Kulapedda « or peddamanishi,
Panchayat President,
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caste panchayat has to decgde whether the girl should de
accepted or not, It is-genorally observed that girls
from higher caste would be accepted after performing some
customary rites, But the girls delonging to a lower caote
would not be allowed to enter into the house of the higher
scheduled caste man,

Apart from this there are other issues vhich ¢he
caste panchayat would tekdup. Exangles like land disputes,
and other disputes pertaining to their ocoupations may de
cited,

Horeover, on all marriage occassions the head of the
caste panchayat has got to be present, Sccondly, during
2he times of death the head of the caste (Kulapedda) acts
88 the guradian oxr guide of the family, The customs and
conventions that are obcerved go in the name of the caste
heads The entire family membors take orders frxom the caste
head and carry them out Guly on all the occascions when
parties are arranged be it a marxiage or funcral or any
other, Hoe has to inagurate it by taking food first, Any
delay in the arrival of the Head of the cas®o would keept
the rest waiting for hinm,

The funds for caste panchayat would de collected
generally from the caste people. Purther, the caste panchayat
while recsolving the dicputes may ask the parties ¢o deposit
some moncy and £t would see to i¢ that whe over is proved to
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have been guilty his deposite would be taken to the caste
panchayat., Out of that moncy some money might be used
for drinking and merry making by the people who sat to
resolve the dispute,

Thus, the caste panchayat plays an important zole
in the scheduled easte community, But when the gquestion of
sociel change comesn, though the casto panchayat plays a
vital role, the role is not towards social development but
it is towardsc maintaining statusquo, It is very important
to note here that in the large constitutional and legal
political sctup there are number of noneconstitutional aend
nonelegal institutions and organisations ¢that are playing
a8 very vital role in maintaining the statusquo in ¢the
system. Unloss one recogniscs the importance and the role
that these institutions are playing, &t is not possidble ¢o
dbring about progressive social ochange,

However, at empirical level it nceds to bo tested
as to vhat kind of political participation ic taking place
and vhat kind of sociéi&;igﬁéi“tﬁat—yarﬁicipation lecads to. .é%ﬁ-
To this effect some quoastions have been canvassed, As it
has been said earlier the political partice in this country
are controlled by the upper class and highly ceducated people,
Henoce, the lower ¢lasses more so the Scheduled Castes have
been neglected, As a result the socloecconomic conditions




of the lower classes in general, Scheduled castes in
particular are vory dad, A part from various other
institutions and methods by which the sociowcconomic level
of the peoplo oan be raised, the functioning of the
political partics assumes a significant rote, 'ﬂiough

then the process of socialiczation of the masses and
modilicdng them for united action :.can bde achieved,
Political partics in India canvass not only on the bhasis

of their Sdeology, Party programme and policids but aleo

by recruitment into ranks leaders fom various sections

of the people, prominent people from certain clagses and
castes ote, It 4s well known that while for seccular facade
parties may not talk about castes, in actual operation,

they do exploit them, But in case of Scheduled Castes,
Seheduled Tribes and monovities secular politics does not
preclude their being oanvassed on their caste dasis. Since
scheduled castes are quite a dig of the population and
alnoet all of them are deprived scctions of the community
and have deen denied the ordinary pravilages of normal
civilized life for ages, All political parties do maks
direct and sectional appeal to them without any fear of
being Qubbed as communal, Infact overy political partg, vis.,
with the other in making special appeals to them, though
the actual implementation processes may at with avariance
with the programme dec¢larations,
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It 45 thought relevant to see that to vhat extent
the momdbers of the Scheduled Cagtes themselves poreeive

the yole that political parties playing towards their
betterment,

To ascertain this, the following gquestion was askeds
%8 there any party that tekes interest in uplifting the
conditions of your ¢lass®? The responses are as follevss

Variadble Number of Percendage
regpondents

YES 8 16,0

NO b2 84,0

Total 50 100,00

This tadle 19 has been taken from the 3rd Chaptor
for the sake of argument,

As it 15 said in this table the negative reply is
80 over:wh%mang that it does not nced any further
explanation about the way the Scheduled Castos perceive the
political parties,

The institutions 1ike Caste Panchayats and politiocal
parties seem to have played a negative role, thus, maintaine

ing the statusquo, Hence, the /sg_e_ig-_-w“hange never %

took place, And political comeiousnesWoer.

_
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It may de droadly said there is a great deal of apathy
and indifference among the people. This may be because
their abject poverty engages them &n earning their livee
1ihood rather than piaying any role in the community orxr
political activity, Bven such activitics during elections
as wel noted earlier are strietly speaking in pursuance
of winning their daily dread rathor than any positive
political participation,

A mininum level of economic conditions have to prevail
inorder <o generate political awarencss and thus wobilize
participotion $n demoeratic institutions, In a way i¢ can
be said that Scheduled Castes in this towvn 1lve »_rgtwr

subhuman condition as the socioseconomic status tadles have
very €learly demonstrated, Therefore; there will be no

meaningful participation from thesc people, On the contrary
the oconditions it sube-human level continues for a long tine,
it is unlikely that these people would remain in the same
passive manner for too long, Lack of proper channalisation
of these people into constructive political activity might
cven lead 20 ®"antiesocial”, protest movemonts, Thoy cannot
be insulated from the surrounding austentatious 1ife style
of the cther communitien, then they demand social justice,
it may not be in a peaceful and legal nanncr,
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GHAPZER.Y
SUMMARY._AND CORCLUSIONS

In a demosracy political participation of the masses at
the grass root is one of the most necessary ingradients of
the gystem, Participation can de on different issues with
dicforent degroes of intensity among different sections of
the people. Not all issues have uniformed amount of importance
to all sections of the people and depending upon the salience
of ecertain issues to certain people the intensity of the
participation would vary. Apart from that, participation
is a dependent variadle influenced by other independent
variadles like socicecconomic status, level of eduction,
age, loevel of political consciousness, process of soclialization,
Participation may bde negative or positive depending upon the
point of view of the observer: A protest movement ¢y a support
to governmental policy or manifestation of participation, as
also varies, other actions like a binding dy the general
instructions, taking part in constructive activities 1ike
planed pprogrammes etc, we would consider that even strict
obedience to civic laws as part of participation,

Generally the deprived and alienated section of paople
may demonstrate certain amount of apathy and indifferecnce or
during certain extreme situations resort to uncommon actions
not excluding violent outdburst, The various tribal struggles
are a denonstration of this factor. For long periods they
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remained totally ;pathetxc. dut given a leadership that
could articulate their griveinces and aggregate them,

they rose in revolt in utt@r defience of the legal authority
and chohesive apparatus of the state, The Scheduled Castes
have also been for a long time a pdeprived and weoalore
section of the community, Their miseradle condition &s

a result of agée old explolitation which had a traditional
sanctity, Ve now come to & stage when 4t is generally
accepted that this condition should change., Like ¢tridal
upYising, the trouble has decn simmering even among the
Scheduled Castes and we have witnessed a number of outbursts
in which the traditional authority has deoon iaunched outright
attacks against thoir protest, Ve necd hardly men%ionedkhe
“Dalith Panthars” movements end on the otheraside the ettacks
on Hari jans dy upper caste Hindus in Blhar, Uttar Pradesh
and in Andhra Pradesh,

The aim of this study 4s not to takeup this vast area
of discontent dut aonly to see a small facit of 1¢t, The
1initations are many., The individual naturc of tho researcher
and the limited nature of tho resources do impose certain
difficulties, The generalisations and conclusions ere
applicadle only to the small universe under invectigation,
but we are sure that to a large extent thsey are genorally
valied for the whole country,



72

We tried to examine the caste and class congrunce
against the situation in the field namely Khammam town
was placed, A desoription of the socioe~cconomic conditions
in Khammam of the membders of Scheduled Caste has been
attempted in drief, Though the constitution of India
thus guarantee certain rights to Scheduled Castes and has
abdolished untouchadility and procé}med 4ts practico une
1awful, in actugl practice the evil is far from being
orradicated, Xt 3s both social and economical, It may de
argued that ralsing the cconomic level automatically raise
their soclal 1levA,

The general conditions of the Scheduled Castes &n
Andhra 48 more or le:ss the same as in other states, thoug+h
their institutions, their rituals, ceremonies, custom:s
and practices may differ, Infact, we have chown these
differonces from distfict to distrioct, Our observations
are confined to the Khammam urdan area, This is also
montioned that there is a difference between the urban and
rural gocial practicess The conclusions have been dravm:

both on the basis of nonwparticipant observation, study
of litdrature and metho@ of interviecw,

,f/Qhe term scheduled caste also includes a large numbdder
. of Bub=gastes among them with a number of taboos, For our
4/’/
' study we have taken only Malas and liadigas who botween them

7
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are mutually explosive, Since they do scavenging tradi-
tionally and deal with dead animals, they take leather work
and beating of drums ~called *Doppus’ which are made of
leathers This is one of the reason for their untouchadle
status since the higher castes feal that ieather, skill
and scavenging cause pollution,

It is aleo observed that a part from gencyral suffering
of the untouchabiisity, their own inter sub-caste differoences
tend to inorease the suffering.

Our study har clearly shown the total lack of literacy
among them, A8 a concomitant factor of this thoy are
sudbjeoted to a numbor of devitalising suporstitions and
genexal level of ignorance, Only one among the respondents
was in the “higher income (10,000 per annum) be boing an
exeilsl +As Thin vas a gift to him decause of the reserved
constituency, Thore secms t¢ de a slight measure of
improvement in their financial conditions over the years
which is a result of the spilleover of the goneral prosperity
of the Khanmam town, Over the years Khammam town witnessed
greater business activity and agriculture prosperity following
the *'HNggarjung Sagar Project' 4id have its effects on Khammam
town. New duildings and new roads, lights and transportation
have afforded s few more rupees into the hands of those who
pulled the rickshaws and made shoes for the previleged community,
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This has been shovn &n their enswers acknowledging some
improvement in their living conditions,

The influence of communication media has also been
cxamined, It is very difficult to sacertain the influence
of news paper on a communify which is in poversy and total
i11iteracy. A few people might pase pleces of information
in informal gatherings of the people outside thelir normal
working hours. None of them owns either a radio set or a
tranpiotor and it is uniikely that they go to any municipal
park where a public radio ies installed, Thelir time is
takeﬂpp in toiling for their dread and taking rest after
hard days labour. Such of the information that thoy have
a very rudimentary piece 1like lirs. Gandhi deing their leader,
is dorived from a few opinion lecaders.

The participation in actual voting in eclection secems
to have been almost totald. Since 90 percent of them seid
that they exercised thelr voto in the previocus election.
This may not mean that they went to the dooth volunterly
and with degroe of commitment of the political procosses,
The answers that they gave to the subsequent questions are
a clear indication of the passive nature of the participation,
To a question as to how interested or enthusiastic they'were
in oxercising their vote, tho responses were noted to bve
that majority of them were not interested in veting. They



75

do affirm that the process of voting is important, lany
of them 4id not attened the election campaign meetings.
But, they were emplgyed for conducting the voters to the
booths or for distriduting polling cards or such odd jobs,
These were more in the nature of wage earning ravher than
positive evidence of political consciousness.

To what extent the caste dffiliatians played any role
is difficult to ascertain since te them gaste facter is
$mmaterial, They did not rerceive that caste plays an
important role in the elections, Vith regaxd ¢o election
mal practices aleo the picture does not emorge very ¢learly.
Only & small percentage (18) directly adknowledge that monoy
was given to them for voting., The same group of respondents
also tectify to the fact of ligquor being offcred to them,
But a general ohzexvation made by knowledsgadle people in
the town does confirm that money and liguor were offered
-especially in Harijan Busties. The responses might de due
to either fear or sense of gullt or it may very well be
that some leaders took all the money and &rank all the
liquor without other getting any shera,

Though they were not very clearly aware of the difference
betwaen parliament elections or state elections we could only
diduce from the fact that they could remember the rames of
the candidate, The municipal elections have been suspended

for quite cometime and the muncipalities were run only dy
alection,
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They wore not aware of the political leaders cither
the national or state level, The only exceptions were
Mrs. Candhi and Iir, Vengal Rao who vas the then Cheif
Minister who also from Khammam. They were also aware of
the local leaders of Khammam who belong to Cong.(I) party.
W€ did not record this as a response %0 a structured
question except for ascertaining thoir knowledge of
Hrs. Gandhi and Wr. Jagjivan Ram, Interestingly enough oniy
Some of them were aware of the existence of the scheduled
caste leaders In general mid term eleation of 1979 proved
the emptiness of Ram's%laim as a Scheduled Caste leader,

The political participation of scheduled castes of
Khammam has deen examined, A study of relationship detween
political participation, and social change has deen made.
In this connection the role of caste Panchayat which is
right nov existing in Khammam town has been studied, This
being the immediate Political institute which deals with
the day to day affairs of the Scheduled Caste pecple an
enquiry into the elcction method Panchayats has deen
conducted, In relation to this the social, economic and
political poweor and functions of caste Panchayat have been
studied, The avalladble data cstablished that direct
democratie devices are practiced in the eleetion of the
caste Panchayat. Further, it has also deen proved that the
caste head is very powerful in dealing the socioe~ecconomic
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${ooucs of the community., His presence during marriages

and deaths $s a must, However, the data proved that

though easte Panchayat has been working within a traditional
caste framework and the scheduled castes have been particie
pating in clections exerelsing the Sfranchise, the social
change to a considerable extent did not take place., The
participation of scheduled castes of Khammam town in the
last sevel Lok Sabha Elections and six State Assenbly
Elections, the study established did not chgge the social
economic conditions of these people towards this bettexrment.
Contrary to this the eizo in the population is tremondous,
Agiagainst this the welfare measures taken up dy the
government are negligiblie,

Copglusions

Such being the rosults of the study as disscussed
above, the following conclusions may bo drawn,
(1) Political participation through clection, though
voting activity has deen taking picce at regular intervals,
does not seem to have had much impact on the 1ife patterns
of the Scheduled Castes &n Khammam in particwlar and in
Andhara Pradesh in general, This is because of droadly
two reasonss (a) the political institutions that are adopted
in India seem to be irrelevant and (d) though India is a
muilti-porty system, the electoral competition among these
parties appears to bde unhealthy end counter productive,
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It 85 hers quostion s 1ike hoé and why the political
institutions that India has are irrelevant? and vhy the
electoral competition among various pelitical parties is
counter productive? may be asked,

The answef to the first question would be that for
two centuries, before independeonce, India was undeyr the
total grip of colonlal markets, The social Qéiualaties
0f the caste system is a part of Indien tradition., In the
precass of colonising India and exploiting here the Britishers
established certain soclospolitical institutions which suited
thelir administration and these did not serve to bdreak the
chains of social exploitation, By the time we achieved
political indepondence, the institutions got woll estadlished,
The privileged nations wore also deeply entrenched,

The secdond answer would dbe that in an under deoveloped
country like curs multi-party system ceems € bdbe playing
a counter productive role because, as the present study
estabdlished, the main aim of the political psrties is vote
mobilization dut not social changes This aspeot of ¢the
systen shouldbe realized soonexr, A study of the scheduled
castes of Khammam proved that even after thirty years of
democratic rule of masses did not register, at least, some
degroe of political consciousness., Such deing the situation
the money spent by all these political parties is Anly making
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tho leaders and the led, corrupt. The competition is,
it appears, in spending money and giving liquor to the
people but not in giving them a concrete socivecconomie
programme in order to raise the standaxrds of the people,

However, such being tho situation of research front
a lot of work has to do done in order ¢o estabdlish certain
facts more clearly than it is done now, For oxample, a
probdlen like political participation of Schoduled Castes
itsel? need to be studied at micro and macro level in depth,
The facts estadlished studying the acheduled casto population
1iving in a town 1like Khammam may not give an insight into
the problems of scheduled castes in entire Andhya Pradesh
as well as in entire Indla, Quite a few village, towm
and city studics are needed to come to proper conclusions
about the magnitude x/ct the prodlen, Within this area of
the politics of preferenitial treatment need to bho studied
to establish the 6o~relationsth between political consciouse
ness and proper utilization of polidies of preferential
treatment, lore of these studies are necessary at miero
level and at macro level to examine various aspects of the
problems of Hardjans and girijans at all India 2evel.

Once such factors are established another dimention
of political participation vis.,, participation through mass
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struggles in ordér to achleve the derived cocial change
pay studieds A compatative analysis of areas wherever
nass struggles were thers and vhere gver mass struggles
weye not there may be taken up, If mass struzgles
rosulted in better and concrete political consciousness,
Participation in such struggles may be encouraged further,
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Backeround datas

X,

1L,

Age
Casto and sudbecaste

11X, Ocoupation

v,

Ve

t I

24

Se

&

S

8.

Education:
Froperty in lands

Till now where did you live?
Village/Tovn

In some villagesfwards people vote according to some
leaders advice, Is there any dody like that hore?
Yos/No

Do you generaily consider his advice about ¢he veting or not?
conside}/doesn' t consider

During the last assemdly elections 4id your vhole ward
vote for one party &or different parties?
One Party/Different Partics

Like othersin the waxrd, is voting important fox you or not?
important/not important

Some could not vote &n the previous elections, Vere
you able to voto or not? '
Voted/did not vote
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7. thom did you vote? Name the candidate/party/symdol.
8, In rocent Acscembly Elections who won from your
ceonstituency?
Name of the candidate

0, What are the reasons for his victory?
Koney/party/personal influence

$10. Cen you name the party/symbol of the conpeatants in
this constituency in the last Assembly eleotion
Name of the party/symbol

14, Vhen did you decido to which party to vote?
4) On the polling days 4i) During the campaign:
4ii) Before tho campalign started,

12. Did you go on your ovn to the polling station or
4did some one persuade you to go?

On my own/has persuaded to go.

13. How much interest did you show during the last election
coxpalan?
Great deal/some what/not at all,

1%, How pmany of the eleoction meetings did you atteadgﬂ/?
lany/some/None,
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v
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Do you read nowspaper delly?
Tes/io

$15(a) Did you get the news about the election compaisn

16,

_ 17

18,

19,

20,

21,

from any news paper?
Yes/No

what adout radio? Did you listen about the election
programmes and elcotions on the radie?
- Heg/MNo

During election, pardy memders and candidates, contact
many people, like that did any body come to ysur house
%o ask for your vetes?

Yes/No

Did you help in arranging eloction meetings’
YetNio,

Buring the campaign did you participate in any
procescions etc,?
Yes/No

Did you canvass (dozr to door) for any spedific party
or candidata?

Yes/No

Did you lhelp the voters to go to poliing station?
YES/NO
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23,

2h,

25,

20,

27

28,

29

30,

D44 you distridute any poliing cards along with any
party candidate?
Yea/No

D44 you help monetarily te any party?
Yes/No

Did your caste leader support any party/candidate?
Yes/No

Is there any political party that you like?
Yes/No
Is there any party which you will never vote for?

Yos/No

Do you generally like the programmes that were implemented
under Mrs. Gandhi's leadership?

Yeg/No

In this constituency wore money and liquor supplied
freely to voters?
Yes/No

Was it supplied to all the voters or only for few?
All the voters/only for fow

During the last fow years has your economic position
b een gotting bdetter or nct?
Better/same/orse



85

31, Is there any political party that takes intorest in
your community to uplift your condition?
Yes/io

32, Is there any community that comes in your way as an
obstacle for your development?

Comes in the way/doesn't come in the way
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