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Introduction

1.1 PROBLEMES R LITRREARY TRANSLATION
1. On Teanslation
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language meszsage, first in terms of meaning and

secondly in terms of stvle” (Bida & Taber,1874:12)

]

The above Jdefinition shows that a translator i3 concerned
with converting a =ource lapsase text into a  target
lanmuage text, and doing 30 in a manner that preserves not

only what has been szaid but alzo how it has been said.

"The translator pust strive for eyuivalence  rather
than  identity and it must aim peimarily at
“reproducing the messages’ {Hida & Taber, 1974 : 13)

By “Literary translation 7 we nean fr 1wlation of either

on, essava ebo.) or petry - as

oot

literary proas {drama, fict

> p

contrasted with transiation of commercial.

T 4
H

Literary tranzalation in India broadly falls into  three

categories :

1.  Translation of Indian literary workas into  foreign
lansuages. :

2. Translation of works in foreign lansuages into Indian
languages.

<t

3. Tranzlation of literary works from one Indian lansuage
into ancother.



One of the cardinal peinciples of achieving good translation

- a principds which iz being more and sore acknowledged by

+ sy ot S e tHampidiaia a37  mre E-3 THCVRRE PR 3 3 $
translation  theoritician all over the world - iz that  the

T ".\ r‘.-\ - "\1 3 ~ N 5 .~.’. ~’, 3 " I~
translation where cultural and pesyohological factors plav as

important a rmle a3 linguistic factors. That iz why
translation of a literary work zhould noemally e done  into
the mother tongsue of the franszlator. An exception to  this

may be made only in the casze of truly bilingual translators.

The problems of translation can be broadly  divided

into twa catsgoriss - linguistic and cultural.

i

Transiation fails - wntranslatability ococurs - when

it iz impossibie fo build functionally relevant

features of the situstion inte the contsxtual meaning
of the TL texi. Ercadly speaking the cases where this

3 e Y o Fr 3T Swdm Foan o G my o e T~y e s R
harpens  fal1l into fwo categoriss.  Thoss where  the

Before we oxamine some of the major pecblem faced in the

translation of Iiterary text, 1t should e pointsd out that

some of them are not PEQtPi0t5§ to  literary ftranslation

>

only, whereas others are specifically literary in character.

More over, it some  of  the

AreEr vaer o o r s
AiIficuities  &rises linguistic
hvsical aetiings Los
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original texit and the extent of the distancs betwesn the EL
RN | 2Ta TT S g csd &1 I P . ey S vy -
and  the TL iz compared with reference fo the meaning aspect
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eincipls of equivalsnes in all

LY

not have the regirsd sord or

its emuivalent. For example, no word like "Cake” or its
equivalent existe in Bindi language or its  vocabulary. But

thiz mar be made zo0d by another word in that  language

having the same semantic Dumction. So here the English word

indi word “Hithai’.
viiity of a word ooccuiring in one
langiage which hasz a different meaning in another language

for e.g. “Chah Bhabe” in Pangla lamsuage seans "1 want  to

drink tea 7 Here the word "Khana  in Pengall mpeans "to

drink.” wshereas  the zawe word "Khana ' in Hindi Heans “to
eat” . or "food’. Thers are zeveral cascs where a thih:»_z nay
e undmiown and there pay nob be another word for it which
can be uzed for that meaning. For example, ail lansuages do

not have words corresponding to the word "Erabmin®. In such

cases wWe have no other option but to horrow foreisn  words.

3 be made full of meaning if words or
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wnat Bida callzs,” {lazsifiers” are added for elaboration.



Thars iz amnother difficulty to be met within translating

certain svatactic constructions which are called exocentric

a3 against endocsntric oonstructions.  Hida sextends  the
distinction to sesantic structiipers as wsll. Whenever the

meaning of a sentence is self-contained, it is called
endocentric and when the meaning is not so self evident i.e.
when it has to be learnt with reference to the tradition and
culture of the language from which translation is made, then
the structurs is called exocentric. \ETﬂverbs and metaphors
are examples of exocentric  semantic  structures.| For
zample, the Hindl proverb U Ghar Ka Fhedi Lanka Thaye”

e

which if translated in English will mean 7 the person who
nows  all vour secrets {(ins and outs) can prove to be the
most  dansercus for vou  Now here. in this case a foreigner
who may wnderstand every word of it and every construction
of this proverh may vet find it impossible to understand the

meaning of the whole structure hecause of his lack of

understanding of the larger cultural contex

Like sspantic structures, grammatical structures also differ

from lansuage to language. words in different languages

<>

have different svntasmatic and Paradicmatic contesxts.

A large mmber of languages.like Russian, as pointed out by

>

Jakobson, have to specifv the gender and also the aspects.

»

talked to the professor 7 is quite simple in
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he non completed action. lUnless there

-t

iz  this  additionald informatioﬁ, the translation will be
misleading. In Russian it will have to be made clear whether
the yrofessor was & man or a woman. FPor every such word in
Russian will either be in the &asaﬁlixe gender or in  the
feminine sender. Therefore we sse that one lansuage requires

tical statement more information than is

ordinariliy availabls in another language.

According to Hilairs Belloo, 7 the central problem for the
rose tranzlator iz the difficulty of Jetermining
translation unita’. 1t must be clear at the very begimning

b in  a dialcetical
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relationship with other texts and located within a specific

historical context, iz the prime unit. PBut whereas the poet

4

translator can more eazily break the prime text Jdowm  into

transliatabhle wnits, e.g. lines, verses, stanzas, the prose

Yot~y G . TL FEY + 4o SR I L | P, o~ vl
translator has a more difficult task. Althoush many works of

prose are broken dosm into chapfers or sections, structuring

of & pross text is by no means as linear az  the chapter

<

division might indicate. And sven if the translator takes

each sentence or a paragraph &3 a minimw wanit and

translates it without relating it to the overall work, he

- >~

runs the rizk of ending uwp with a TL text as if the-

paraphrazable content of the passage has been translated at



follow from afersing too olozely to 5L swymtactic structures,
the way in which individual sentences
form part of the total structurs. A Translator should

consider the pross text as a structured whole while bearing

in mind the atviistic and syntactical exisencies of the TL.
A Tranzlator has a moral responsibility o the origis ai but

at the same btims  the tpanslator has the right to make
changes - only thase which are absolutely necessary in the
TL text, in order to peovide the TL reader with a text that

conforms to TL stylistic and idiomatic norms.

o

In literary atvle it does pot sound well, fo repeat the zanme
word very often. Therefore , substitute words are in great

depand in a literarv text. Sope oUP'«itHTP words act as  a

ohject, thizs. he, eto. may be subatituted for a mumber of
N

The culfwral problen of literary translation or ftranslation
in general iz that human experiences are zegmented in

different - wavs by different copmunities and this difference

A

gez.  That is to say the
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is found refiected in various langua

ia arbitrary or conventional according to  the
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dons of life and nature in which different
languages  Sp=akers are placed.  For  instapce, the kinship

havye a  one
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1o a 25 m Sangngt mthumin Yus Foree e d sty e .
nindx TISTINENISNES Yetiesen a zister’z zon and  a

brother’s aon but both these will e nerhews” in English.

Aral problen arizes in- the
erary fext when we deal with transiation
AF  Taanics crrd F 3 s v omanli A the Jdifficult £
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creating the situation of earlier times within the modern

ot

Jie more greater. In
auch caszes the translatoe shonld posszesszs “doubls awareness”
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Tales” into another lansuage then he should possess  double

the preszent where he has to be
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aware of npot only the linsuistic peonliarties of the two
languages belonging to two different ages iun also of the

Yet another oultural preobdem which ariszses in literary
tranzsiation iz the translation of proper names.  Some times

3 in woint of view.



The reaszsn for chonaing fo translate this particulor African

writer Fessise Head s ooliection of short stories, "The

collector of Tressaces aod other Boleswans villsge tales

Ty - Rrarlsc P £ R Tt Tl s = U
{18773 from Brglish to Hindi is that ilike Ingdia, Botswana is
a maltilingesl zod waltistimic cocntey, snd ot the ssme tiue

too  the work of 3 sooth Africsn womsrn weiler - Bessise Heasd-
it is adwed to present an integrated pictore of the African

woman to the Hindi Headers. &Gnother reascn for wdlectaking

o+

the translation of 3 sample of Beesie Head s weiting is th

problems faced by the perple of Botewans cnder apartheid for
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the abditicn of which [odis s

mother sl blsch fether which denmied her a2 Hatlonsl identity
in Sooth &feica.  She chose to exwile herself in aeighbodoring

Botewsns and her weitings reflect the alienaticon of  soumecne

There i3 a apecial bleaknesa in Head's moral vision and
world view. one that seens ‘m have besn stimulated by an
intense gsense of isclation that iz not found in any cher‘
black swoman weitsr. She brings to her flv.'"flf.ﬂ an intense

w  her

wmic



injustice. Head sz raical eoperience az a South African
“Coloured” {to borrow the owaint South African Jdesignation

a profound

for a racialiy pized poersont has  encourassd

enation from rrevailing ethical traditions and from many

fl‘
|,.a.

existing asccial institutions. This rebellicusness goes hand

- of women. Thiz zcepticizsm inspires a
political wvaluss within a harmonious zocial order. - A sense
of moral idealism remcins the most powerfully effective and

most  diastinsuishing features of her thres novels -when Rain

(13747 . The limitstioas of & womsn's role and self image,
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and the historicsl disposssssion of
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her  writings. In Hesd s view, thst melsise szssoues  the
+ o F s T st gt e 1 e o3 ~ meey o o3

proporiions of 2 Isr ranging worsl orisis T raciswm, sexism,

poverty  and  erdesached  social negoiiiss  are both the
special ills of her world i Soathera Bfrica and  the
svuptous  of 3 aniversal wocsl diszorder. Head s work as &

writer 18 olosely integrezied with her personsl life in

Accopdinsg to Hans 32ell {(Women writers in Black Africa,

1881188 The {dollector of Treasures and other FBEotswana

T .
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2f the women in
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Vigioe hesides being an ox
Africa. ' A
The enemiss of African Women, partioularly in Southern
century,  zespmed to be
raciam,. class oppression
short

The present
' nature of
of

and - semaal
stories wvery olo ¥ portravs th
auffered by black women, articularly those
of Africa ax*::"fl ths other voice
orded

eS3BI0
gouth Africa. ¥#omen writers
wieand waices, parely
anthologies and the pred

that colonialism and

e

space in the repetative a
oriented atudiss in the fie=id. It seems §}
the "Hores of traditicansal African aociety’ are i:.§xe main
1 for “the near invizibhility of the African women as

nging

reaso
and. challen
few African

in
ORI S
10413

eroins”
Fhe soat anbhit

o LA 1o 3 3= - ey
3518 Head I8 ONg O
g = oy T et 3w F AT Eoan e
writers Iromy fthe ocontinent of Africa wapy
[ . P -, & - T o Ewrn mem amemy T 2 aAa s o k¥ 1
writera, mals or femals ars as expdicit az Hessie Head in
crnrmtt o 3 3 tuapa s s T 1 iy
e’ 2 lideration. In the present
of Treasures

~ The collector
Gouth African woman

oI short ato
traditional

and other Botawana Village Tales (1377}
nale and of
only a

f thes African male

P
+
ke

victin
ion rdaving

2 & ¥

seith ocloniza

emerges
practices,







1.2 PRIELEME FACEDL WHILE
COLLRCTOR

TALES: -

it would not be ocut of place

TRARCLATING
OF THREASUREK:

HEAIS :THE
VILLAGE

ROTTT
ah AV S

S BND OTHER BOTIWANA

to racall at this Juncture that

the problems of translating a literary text can be divided
into two broad categories

Linguistic

Cultural

Discuzasd helow  ars zome of the lingsudstic and cultural
rroblems enccuntersd b the present  scholar while
translating Fessis Head s ooilesction of short stories,

titled. "The
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headings :
A. Lexical
B

Structural

word Scandal
structure in ths 5L

end to end by scandal.

Bere ths word scandal could have besn trs

while both the words SFRATE and FHad

inguistic

collector of treasures and other Fotswana

Y into Hindd

rroblems.
Y= further divided under two
oocurz  in the following
@ village could be rocked from

13lated as either

pathlic dizcussion and




on the ather heord refers to an exaggerated public reaction
to  sopething which iz factual and serious. How after going
through the entire atory and on the basis of the social

31T aaps = rvrtesirad 1‘«1[ ‘}" Ayt 1 IOy
FILIAESPE Al SPLURYSO Y The SUTduy N T word

A Similar probles arcse with the word “debut”™ . The 6L
structure  reads as wndsr T1T was in this house that MMa

Mompati first mads her debut as the great Jady of the

town.” {p-Z2% The literal tranalation of the word debut into

Hindi is gasl B RAT | T GIFA[ FRA

hut  instead the word has been translated as TH¥FH AT]
which is an idiomatic expersszion in Bindl meaning to “create
one’ 3 aupremacy’ oonsidsr the changes Moa-Hompati  bhrought

shout  the expesssion fAFH] STHTAT appasared to be more

v‘[,
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aprropriate in capturing  this asp
personality than tha ﬁeutra'i i cF)'(_fT]. or Yd
<A1 Hence the sentence in Hindl reads ﬁ? S?lﬂ_ < 2‘— HAT-
Zr grex BT T Hafdg{uﬁ SfeaT 9 4

¥ Rl B |

Ancother word that created & problem about itz Hindi
equivalent was the word slespv in the sentence : 7 The quiet

sigepy willage of makaleng was about thirty miles from a big

< e - e eq
railw station in northern Hobawana villags 7 (B-31)



“He lived in 3 gresi msasion znd drove srooad i 3 very posh
. e

o7 &r aTER SR LN B
The word "posh” iz guists frequently used not only in Indian

Englizk but alao in many Indian languasges into which it has

been aszimilated and it iz generally wunderstood in the

meaning of aomething "grand” 30 its  franslation posed no

rrobley  and it was translated as ;TDTET{ in the above

structurre.

ZBeosh™, | we ad - up in ono tim (pe36)

aa daaid _§:l T & @ X osd@ T
frr & 9T B 1D

The word Bazhy on the other hand iz not a part of an  average

Indian’s rerericirs of English words. Translating it into

explainad to  the Hindi readers with the help of another

-
frequently used expression- {4 cdcbal<H é l
The expression “clucked ‘*l‘s-*}‘ea T, as it occurred in a

structure given helow waz diffieult to translate into Hindi



“The pelghbours watching him remainsd silent  and

wwmoving on the flcor, clucked. clucked sympathetically and
shook their heads. Among themselves they zaid.... .. T {P-36)

qSTIEET I Ja 3 ~g=rg Goia T q;érq*{zsje—@wc?r
(IEPAB T 3 9T §0 SR I R R §T BET

¥

In fact here olucked., clucked” refers to the production of

certain sound  sesusness which have no lexical meaning and

Even the word ‘Qariing”, hich iz well known to the Hindi

readers posed a problem while translating it into Hindi.

Darling ° she gushed ... {p-38)
<
€ 3, - .. g€ HIGeH <

Firat it was decided to transliate it as Rji{ but  then it
soumded a  1ittle  too pedantic and awdward in the given

- o, e e % v et 3 R ey £ om A wv . by . " 3t +
context, 30 it waz decided to retain the BL word into the Tl

to Imvmari script.
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Similary an expeession He-Man, a3 given in the structure

al
given below was jost  translitersted  as a k - A

in Derangri soript.

7




iz an English  espreszion which

changss itz meaning according to the context of the text. It
occurrsed in the following structiure in the prezent text

< =

't othe kind of manto fuss about the house. .. {p—70)

- < . . e x s . ° T
Fuss about can be translated into ~ JAS16 TATA1 &

c—‘ﬁaﬁ( <Al ] " but here neither of thezs two  terms

i =, i+ - oW ~yn Y a3 Y 2 RV o S o - $ oo +1
appearsd to be suitable fo the TL context so the word was

Zhe had & bright wvivacicus  friendly
WAL . . e e {P-5Z)
The erxpeession EBright manner in the TL
text if literally translsted ss Qo7 I TeF werald

i was

Ha

ot have  soooded  sppropeisie in the context, =0

~
transliated zs @;H:}{CH{Z:\' inte Hindd which cowmonicates
=y

. e looo Fho oemne oo I, ™ . [f3.
more or less the ssme sense 3s in 5L The Hiod

sentence resd

(A3
)

Yo anl

ss-: ZEEH] OHUAER <AITTIST , o=eTlead 3%

e L oEhen lived down the scandal in the way only Natural



translated indto Hindi literzliy, coald resd  as

TET .(T;ﬁ- Howewer the word T alone

could saifice in comeeving the wesaing. S0 the word

i
Natorsl Queen” was troaslisied zs 1< i in the TL.

text.

f_Fqus—{:rd’aﬂTsﬁ'%

The Hindi zentance read as..

am D% < T R om dy fr <@ A

E. Strutural

he atruacture of a sentence  which ineludes granmatical
featurss auch azs tenss, agpect,. gender, word order etc can

really pose & challange to the translator sines these are

specific to a language. 38 TL equivalent of an 8L item does

not have to e ewivalent in termz of each of these
featuresz. Eut the trasslator should conzider the "usze” or

- PRI TN NE AR 4 =, ere vy - JEoNR o~ 2% - Fm m -~ 1
commmicative wvalue of =ach of thess features in both

lanmiages and detersine their equivalence in tersms of their

Some of the structural probless which were  faced while

translating the stories are diszouzzed below.

For instance, lst us zee the structure of this zentence :




Hers. instead of translating the structure word to word it

was subati h the meaning of the zentence. THe Hind:

equivalent - literal of the expression “zet in smoiion’. will
we STAZfer & ~g@sr = |
e
TR ST €T Tel

CHowewer, an expeession like A Convevs the 5L tex

Similariyv an soprwssion like: “The women recelived this with
I .. P o LN . =
caution” {F &3}, was translated as 3:{'17%]‘ aJ 849 « A

qﬁd?”a'r@ma-sorﬁml |
and not as ﬁﬁ]‘ :_‘;—5%‘ <chTCqT«'ﬁ {5\" ‘(*‘E”\

Another problex that generally confronts a translator is of
retaining or splitting into mors than  one astructure,

lengthy, winding aentencss which may be poszible in 5L but

which may not be aoceptabhis or approveriate in the TL. Let us
consider an exanrdse Irom one of the stories.

They would Jook guietdy and huaourously behind the facade at

the real person - oheat, liar, pompous, oondescending shanm,

and 20 on - and nosd thelir headz in & certain way antil

use which
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iz tvpically absent from the astricturs of Hindd  language.

structiure instead

racent writings in
- . .
:F paranthetic clause -




competes  for COMRY urigative
linsuatic zsituations in India.

which it

muber of

of literature are

all woris

rooted  in & particular culture, a mwmber of expressions
ranging frowm zingle lexical items fo full sentences in  the
SL carry sigificant oultural information, tranz zferring
which to the TL is the primary duty of  translator. This
apparently  poses a puch bdgger problex than the problem of
finding emuivalsntzs of cultural neutral terme which we have
already discussed in the previous sections.

Let us look at some sampdss of such cultural items from  the
stories of Feszie Head.

The problems of translating expressions like "Hasopo bowls”

- Thern

Yorgale ”
LORisS

Mogope

orreris

swhich we had os

ol west were dished o@ 1o oar
e Trom old Limes (B 189) can

be zolwved either Yw retaining the cultural item of the SL
text or by explaining it in  the footnotes. Here the
relevance  of the above guoted expresszion is clear from  the
context 30 there iz no nead fo provide any foot note for it
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wiela which are used by the
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serve the marriage




Similarly, the sapesssion sodon and Gomorah has been  twice

repeated in the story ¥y the weiter.

Hers, bv inwvoking the napes of Sodom and Gomorah the wreiter

iz referring fo a verv well inomm Biblical story. It was

i

considered approvrriate to transliterate the two ferms  from

~

the TL rather than looking for termz for concepts with similar

connotations.

~ X EY

Translating typdical oulftural bound words like "Baloi” can

be Jdefined as the problems of cross cultural communication
in a literary tex

<

“But the Falol are troubling peopde ... ... .. {p-78)
s ST GRS I BT XTI obg 361 -
Here, this partiocular term refers to zocial beliefs of the
Botawana soclety "Baloil™ here in the &L text refers to some

Supernatural force. Since no such expressions signifying

similar oultural context iz availabkle in Hindi, so it was
very difficult to translate it into Hindi. The writer has

alzo not provided any explanation for it so ons had either
to guess the ms=aning of the word and then provide a” word

word  as

emerge



Namzs of  food ltems ars wet another area of problem for a
transiator of literary textsz. For instance, ‘Diphiri® and
‘Samp’ in the following semlenne. .

ey

“LLo.Bo one had been awaks all night preparing divhiri.or the

1

traditioasl weddicg lheeshizst  of poonded wmeat zod ssmp.

Here Diphiri ad szasp in the pessent context are names of
two dizhes of food. However ane could ot get the meaning or

nmddtirta rramds 4 taFE b armial +
SULSTINIE WOMIE  1n indi fto explain  thess

f(l

to the TL.

readers. All one ocould gather from ths context of the SL was

> Py

that Diphiri & Samp” are the names of two traditional dishes
rrepared by the peopde of Botawana on occasions  like a

marriage  coremony.
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the heautiful ulnating of the wopen rose and  swelled over

the air......... {F

-

did mot oreate any trouble whils translating as the conceprt
of making uluating sond during the happy event like

stoms  also.  And

(1

marriags iz very much similar fo Indian ow



e tarm fury iz a horessesd ooqwespt from Eng ish.

?n

"She descended on her daughter in law like a "Fury™". (P-29)

d??miﬁ‘cq @frﬂﬂ' ‘Tfrl

Fury which means gxbreme anger is also personified through a

apirit. Bo it saz repdaced with the term
which haz similar socic—cultural information encoded in  the

Indian Contert.

Kinship terms iz wet another area of culture - . bound
terms which needs wery careful handling bv translators. Here

» o PR L 5 -y F- RV ¥ 3 -
13 an 1nTersting sampde Iy ong of e S3tories:

Reloke would find her so and ask :  “what are vou doing,

The terms "Hother” iz uzed bw Raloke to address his wife. The

other iz often used in variouz. African cultures as an

oo

f a translator who is not
cquaninted with thizs aspect of African coulture, translates
it az T AHT 7 in Bindi, it will b= & case of gross

mistransiation. That iz why the word has nmerely been

transiiterated. The knowledse of both 8L culture and TL

culiure is therefs

are very necessary for the transzlator.




The translatios

although literally correct,

the Yiasz of raciaym displaved

Henee the word E*sfé was  retained as
tranzliterating it into Devnagri script.

118y el vo
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will

like
Poye! wel {P-TH
eXpress  Various
>licking her tonsgue

tzaa for instancs sxpees
5 - . .
exprezzad by “loo! loo!
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in Hindi

capture

term.

which thoogh hesving
Rinds of wmoods and

in sxhbaustion.

loal.

ation while

a senze of fear.

haprpiness

(P-116

is

( F-116)

and began rwnning in all directions
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1oo! ool and wol yo! wo! have been retained 'in the TL text

afel e

. find an adeqgiats 2quival lent axpressions in

o
4}
Cr
R
e
147
o
)
-~
—
o]
N
o]
0

Finaliy. iet 23 examine some  rphrases and idiomatic

exprezaiong  which asz we Imow are culturally the most  bound
terns.

- Ho one guite believad it, because that whole morning

example, for instance, an expression like “Holf upright”

meaniag  literslly as  straight has  been fraaslates as

TAH o Hindi.

Sometimes the sequivalent in the TL may appear to be a

literal translatins of the eapression in SL and yet may be
most appropriate.

For instance let us look abt the following exanple

It was the first time love had come her way and it made the

blood pound fiercsly throush her whole body ti11 she could

e TEAT >
S5 SBis A= ?ﬁﬁzﬁzfﬁ—g@m
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sometimss a literal translation may make an interesting and

CU

original conftribution to the cultural repericoire of a
language.

For instance. let uz look at the following example. .

Both mother and aon lifz;.g a buay life and weopde - imagined

thc‘f wers ‘m*a peas in a pod’ {P-27)

Here comparing the similarity or proxismity of two person
: o4
with O {9‘ Se3 & al dﬁi iz  a novel expression for

Hindi but appearz fo be 3o refreshingly appropriate.

These then are some samples of varicus kinds of problems-
lexical, awmtactic az well az cultural which were confronted
and resolved hw the present schelar while translating Bessie
Head s The collector of Treasures and other Botaswana village
tales” into Hindi. ’I’He attenpt in each case has een to

approximate, as far as moss h}e. the zense of the expression

in the 5L without deviating much from the form as well.
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7- ChE : 105
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9. grdeda - | 124
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9§ UEN, oW uE qfid T argary ¥ € ar-ary o7 v
¥TT geuTy a7, a9 a9 v 4Td, v6 AT AT o7 avE ved ¥ |
wid, TatdaTe I€T ¥ 1 o 8lgee g TEar Tod =X Y wa ¥
SUGT AAES T8 4T 7O W A% G a7 T8 sETE o7 at Y ant
ata aiErdT & aredT &) @atd 4 | ohew Tegr o7 ol st araT
B GIYTH madht gEeTTa & aa ager geri T MY g@ﬂmm T e
wd WY Y. - g7 QTE-aTv @t gaaTTaal b vy Tawa g v, -
FT 57 gTaETd I AT & aiv ¥ 9T uTd Tk raahan are &
FT 4T | 30 0¥ ¢ § Tt Togre ¥ ged @1y ala areerdt &
atm 4, Toet o neg et § odt Tem o

32 are of To ATeT ¥ s9 oeenTa o¢ &g aval aw are
Paar 4T, ¥ATE cadT grg Yeamg gd AT dAaY @ A ET gy ¥ 1
g9 TEYT BT & Tofy off avw gmardy gHaTTaat ar @3 agd &t
geT & amT uT stav ag ol A v @Y W $gd a5 A
VEd ¥ | AT AT @ ol ymeY 3 e & w19 & a7y & EldT
AT | T8 g7 39 qHTTd & GTET AT gRET & Tav Taar aver ar alv
3BT YYomet @ Towlt o= quET Blg ciea YERT ot AT et
Y 7176 8 WY, ST BT ATeN-UTed vd COTETeT & WA o &7
Aot e 3 oTE 3 Peata § & W T

eTatTad alal &) yodr ddT & Tav g < s oY, oveg
G BT 75T F TeT 3= 38 dia o7 FTeeTe FET 4T | a9 @l qu



_2..

qa @ Aay qo oy Twat A, at g otars gF & o7 gATeT
ToeaTar o7 | ToR a9 w@a GTey $T grd aar H1Y G ST 7o
U FY qOTY €] UAT § ab a8 T¢ ala o 3agoT e dedv |

‘ aoTd et ot woarw ot |
A @19 JUST GHe WY aTd 3, dl o7 gE6T Uerary #v aurs
WIAT 9T | 369G FTe 98T T 1Yy v Irh-at wa @ et
oaTe o TG & W A oTaT off | go aTd av 99 8 a7 ®)
T &7 Tagr araT o7 ¥ ST aver Tear arar g arrd $ie
30 & F ot T Tet b | Ny Tt ave oG qg Tady o
& daT T ST svarar of T o9 o9 Tadiw ot &1 aeAT € |

€ Talig g Q¥ WEY BT TEGY aITaT T F1T &Y e deT
#T s1ET-01eT qeTer eldr I ar AT glar o7 JquY gy Tawatar
T |

"g, A AT #T goTs aedl ¥

a9 a0 AgTed aTd & TAwra av goo ¥, 41y Tl @t ®
Todd g T& ATAT AT HIY ATATF @TAT AT

"¥d FATH ST GHT AT € |
Ny o R S 41T a8 T® ATITY @ITar o7

"¥& Y Y UFTAT & |

¥§ q¥ WX ¥ § dTw &Y ISTAT arar o7 ¥1T a9 5 81
Taar arar o7 &1 Tady §d ATAW aTY FTaTd @y ov

"§w @t arar oy "



=TT anTYE B TE aTE o woand) @ ¥ w v
& 0 AT D w g ofelt ff | A% D W ouR v T a7 A v
TEAT UT, aTTe A VR0 HTew oA $raw il g 6% | Sue aTe
8 @7 §9 y=ETE auTeIE ¥ §3goT gle ®u aTTE o 59 610 31
TS ¥ | 59 @E aTY i, v ueY &) ave, 9y 9 & q7ehT vEd
Y 1 3=l guY 34 duToq AT TR D T@ET @ wheTe & Taar
JT, ov=] Taars & Tet ¥ a9 daq, @ #1¢ a0 & a1 g MR
T ¥ 3OV § & wdl at oY aven a¥ W77 g JuAT-HaAT et
BT TedTar |

| yoft Tawlr & srers atsmrdt 3w arved @Y v 3
qrieal & oY uTv dgd 29 ¥ ¢ dMmw &2 ool &, wur oY midef
@YY gt § 31T sTaTAEYT YT ocAT | vo gfwar ager o o7,
AT gw TeET gTem, ot G 61 goy ¢ §ua e aor At o1 @ T
aT | & af ;iamTeY 7 e’ S dwarm o7 1 59 ofod s
REIST & aTYO ST §TRT AUET IE EAT OT | AN go qugy ana o7 o |
mmTeT J 59 AT ol U A gert § ey or off 1 fearr
T 3T gav A7 ofe atSereT o7 ST ST dinv SW WY @ §oT -
o= U8 aTa Taed o 1 aismreT @ gog O 8T THATETY
WYY SY &7 ST BN § AT 59 oA a7 9% &1 Tear v
oY= 98 Y0 V6 g §gT TRIT &¢ 96T | 394 {@aTar a1 ey goAy
ST &7 T av TEUT 1T 59 MOIrT qed of gelEy o7 Tear 7o
naldT gweT T ACT &, A T gud Toar ov |

5 AT B g ala yTredeTed vE 4, Faiie g Aar
& guad oted o o' QT #Y gEedt @ev oY | ¥R 91T HIY SCT w0
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& goa ¥ o gredy § Ay ¥ at ) aeaT ¥ 76 59 g 9 oY gg
aTa1=u 0§ 9 g8 el | F@T?{ YATEGTRT & qBaTs ar Toms) arer
T aTd gar off |

"IHATYT @ gog god-THY g5 §, @ JFEIN ATTARE &
&Y FET |” |

T8 ATHAT o1 GET ge TaT, o= @y ATy Oy i
BT wrdal ot v My & e ¥ 1S o | T AT aT T
JUIT YNNI WS GTET BT TET UT T GeTET guOT HUAT sCT &, a sueT
. WAAT TE 4T T6 T8 ST 96T wsoar N aTT oggTT | HIY
I Selva ¥ aTev o ata Y | A o oud wTsal oYY auTEwTeY
o7 g aiv o7 To a8 JaaraT oYv o7 e o7 ofvedr & § a1 a8y
oTd &1 aTT | o 91 & TR oy o & 98 eYd & oY guer
oo & o AT T agd vl asted” o | T dmad ¥ @Ry
g2 gdar ofF a7 7T | Tow ghur § ol wal oF o5 om T A wet
FmEd 7 Teaga gu-aq o8 STaT

"ENTY 1Y T@aTar & fT9 T WY &g MERT £ 1"
0 o1 JATewTY J G8T IeRiIAaT & efoTe Tear |

"X EH T WE 1, geElT @&T, "al oot & Tav
a&T ¥ a1 wd TToT ot wroATHT o e a@:ntrﬁ‘év |
ATHaT @b 0 g &7 ITe0 a9 areT "

qameaTey ¥ Yar Ta AR 3 g 39 gaTE 31 gAeY Taegd
oy a7 @ | a9 geeTH W At g gluw 815 Teur To 4y Ter
§ TquTy avd dinae ge &1 399 iy d Prec-gad i o7 ggu |
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g9 GI¢TT @9 goaTy & Tuveel § & 04 | w Tutow & @t
&T AT 4T ¢ "I g€ IGATAT BT WY AT 4T, A (GaTar ol
Fd 9T TET &AT 9TTEY o7 | &9 §§ ¥eaTIr ®1 ara &€, 98 g
wdY & AT Ag A o= N o E e

@y Tatay & aYol o7 deaT o7 [ "9 oW UTE © | 96 e
At ¥vd § garTod &) a7y @8 o'g o7 98T € | T a1 99 o9t &7
g, M T®Y T § gaTE oar €t | 8 deTAY qugy @y & 1"

Smd T Ager oY ued ®15 duT @awT AET 4T | gueg oad
g8 ¥t ¥ gTd WY AV aov @t o aeAad TauTe 3 83 36 waveT
& & s dlg Trar | sga grdr gersat gavan gwared afal & ave
¥9AT Tav goTy @, 9o UV AN HUN ATT § de-Toae evaT uT
T o G $warAT & Tare-aRT aTav § o vEar ot |

"g¥ qaT €T &, B aar ov gear €7, ahnsa oAt Teda o
ofa ¥v Jwidy & 38 a91a @ ¢¢ & AT daT T aiar, @ JW
§ @5 WETAT & U@ R@T o7 | YT @ET o7 ATV 59 ddu Y gt &
gaaT ¥TH-Tdgta & Tav wrer MY wOT ET T | e & &7 Jumea
BT 59 59 W ATV T FT qIvedr a7 @ dear uT, g a8 oY
98 YEATAT @ SAaT ab S4eT o1¢ IeeT ayvud et | oag Tat ot
o av FET gy 9TaT ov | -

yo-i TAY 9g @t TTEAT UT 9 TG $O GATET & &t T -
U3 v diTa o ary, Tod ggta ¥ TTeaT, SOrTHIa HIY OEAT oR
T o 5 aTY gueTY Ty 4 1 W & P Y featAT o garEwTel
o1 §T0 g5, a8 AuAT DAy TR 1N @il |



at gF a9 ITT &= 3 Tav Big AT TR AT aTaT 1 s ar st
ElqT JT BN WAl AT & o 1

"greTY Tav aToe oy qEwT ot et onden”, gay dearm
B guITar |

B

"0 R W WY R 9 g, @ATAT J et | R i
g at Ter @ nam“rm:fciﬂﬁﬁ?mqqﬁg%wf?waﬁ
B yreneear v qfr 1o

T & 95% duAd v Tav satav aray van ¥ wuite oy off
o6 ST e o7 gAieaT N 94T g7 uT | T8 e YT &% saT ar
ET o7 av gadr atataty v Tourid @t dT-gen &% vEr o
T araT § gweT TeuT 3§ Fav ¥ wAT 4T 76 ' Tod v 6o
¥ATAT ¥TT IB F19 &7 AL §FaT °T | W B ATET I A€ AT, v
@t T at TwT atv vim @ ave poTar T€T v asaT ov, AR
MRS &Y oIE 3 HUT §TY S1aT Ear o1 |

"gqTT Tou g9 odiad 3 ST ¥ §gd g9 I8 VET €7, AaTEeIvl
N aTo N T OeT GeAT 4TTd 9B ATHG dT, T 08 U140 & AT
T aT, e Twle gad @1y 3 THeadr ar @ o 1 Paee el o gad
GETPHTE T, TETT 00 41§ wow Y T

"gy ¥V T YA W HT FTYST STAT ORITA FU W W &N,
FA Q Vo g@ﬁmmwmm% ov= g ® N
AT we FwaT T8 THa amm o 1



qv=g 3a Tauter 77 & Tt saa7 € oavs Tww @ gy v
T &, § 7 3 Foar & 1"

ge=g afvieufa aeiy &7 gfr oY | 3§ geAT & aTe ata
gTTad ¥ | W 6 Tt yo TEHTH & aTH AET ¥ war T, ot gy
@9 390 Tav U8 #T9 oY Fod o |

q9g0 gUUTY TUaTRK & TadT AT AT v grateaa fod

FFATAT AT T T G gEewT 9% T 3 W W TouT T J oy
gg TagTs g& gAT o7, Ywarar & Toar &1 aaresTey & gTRT PeA-via
qITAT AT TET UT, A6 SO0 gWTTad el 98 SEIsT &7 4cH 81 and |
{EaTAT & ggey ao gao Tuar or Tedta ;Y opm o & & ag o,
it e B ge-S-g% SpIETC EM AN | QUTEGTN] 3T §YIGT {earar of
g wmeY av & a7 o7, arfe yuaT @l TAge a1y | @ &% fearar
o 3maa & TaPuag ey T &5 oY |

g ¥ aga &gy gived ¥ sTa Tour E, A aw, oud
PoaT Y gud wTud Ye¥ ¥ av L@ g9 @eT | 3R aud 5 @) eft
Tt o7 qodT & 317 v §T¢ @ T¢T SPe-FhaT g &Y arh aie
JETY 2T ATy AU gY @iy a8 gn aTeud el 7o a8 dTeT &g

@ e

"GAXT ATTar 31 ooy Tenva a7 gar AT eVT - .- FA
SeaT ge Tear, ov=g 98 Toar ¥ §79 ¥ &€ &7y 30T & P gT wWT
Teut, aTY g Tav gi oy ofa & ave STo Tear | amauTy & a1
YTt U Y TwT ov o qeTgata aT @ETEaT o7 To=e 4T o1, sty
98 gquTq aue A4 a¢ o T ad ugy |



- gee @fta 3 araal &1 TAueT oY a9 dNON aTed AU HET
¥ arar at T Aty sE o aet arar | g g Toey wt
FTY & 9" 397 Fo §dtad S0 g9 qOT | "{@ el al g Twe ®f
T HTY | T awr & To &n wIg AT &lev oqe? GYHd &7 |

P Q¥ TET @ W Tvd & rorelr ¥ TeeT ot v@ Tea
g", TTEI T FR0 g¥ Jow TeaT | oye g @l @Y ¥ satav g
¥§ U8 Fed O owwa T apfy TF ¥ qar 98T &, § war & asar
g 1" wr=g e T o gl @ ToadT o E T ary @t 3 ave
mA T a7 abveaT axt, arte enTel Teftd ave e ard | g o
TEET BN ¢ mady W oars woar atv aidefr ar sty ons ¥, |
76 NN BT 8T &, o IET o VET & |

SUNNN Y IO ST 00 JFGT cacaT T S@T | Ov=g AU HTRal
Y Y@ev geot gom 8 ates wiid sem gl Y At 1 gwd s R
39 oFHaTTa @1 Glgd & Tov g7Ev ¢ v J |

"@AT ¥ FET Y O A FACO E17, J99 T | "uveg § I
FYT SLAT T BT AT HTHAT & 1

@Y T gEE 9BY W & MY 7 96 YT Y0 quTeT oAt
T o0 Tea ot TeaT Teur 1 owelN aed wTes a1 Ay d o ad
WET q O EY &4T | ITRTH 9% {earar & Tuar & W ¥ 979 9137 W
S Tav & gv qTar | 3@d &% geEiy (warar & ToaT ¥ aimye of
tEaTaT & 9% qta & W @ oY aTa dar gl 3§ guaTe S Tedr agT
gr | TR IR YearaT v NN ) S0 W'Y § aTo gY o,
S FA gavaT &t o qTeY U oad g AT | gl grar T 39T



qTE ST J TUTST @0 g¥ Tagard ovdT ¥ aTY ¥ ang 37 T B T
9 YU T AT BT quAT RT @A & | ueeg alwr ol o & Tafaed
¥4 gv 8 | vo QT ggery Wr A a1 TR 9% BT o' YERT wie
FET ¥TAT 4T | I TAv Tg 3B aERd § TUTST A1V G9HT GgeTH aTar
qT, 59 @R U TogTed 21 30 ¥ | eYed ¥ @& o5 o6, duesd
ar YT ghaat A2t oY, Tod i 3 ands 4, sew 7 oY AT

gTaT ar vET oY | g9eT @edT uT

"eAT AT AT & 59 a7y gpftag A Az 4 € 1 TaR
Tog o0 & b oF a3l enTy @iny 5o &7 g agv &
@ & | & 39uv Tavarg =87 & | ofed Toyorg oot €T & 9 399
q18 ¥+t @@ at em go o o a1 aw & JET uT | 9Tae & gu
& oty wEAT aTieY v a5 T 4 gugg € g9 [T AET av wod, yefT
at & Tag I B weeTe § $ifud € 1 wted 4ET, &N gAnw TaraTy
T &, &0 7 g 98T o £ | oF Jhnaa &7 & T &n wiY e g,
ETATTd g6 HUS-ATTHT 96 Gagie cuiTd a17ad TEIT & ... 1"

T FEE YUMo aiE oY ATt eva-uma & yo v
balat # ot q¥Y ave & offa Tear aveg den N qago ar Tear,
AT 77 &7 vae o | '

| 03 Gt weT ¥ B N v g7 50 g9, §1 aTe-13aTg
& Taw g5 meT AET 49T 4T | gWTHE v-06 a1 ay g9 91T AN o
ERTY 4T T45T @ | 39 e FAr 918 woAr 3T Mg 4o
Ter dfid g8 | T o7 QT aTseT 3 vw aTaTg } es qTy o1 ow
£ @ lav gt TH T o @ 1% 41 o @l @ ata Toar o §
e 5 TEAT € |
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"gETAT AT geaT &Y, d0Uda 3 gET

g @t Y g Teur, 3§ 9se a7 3 ow §ua 3wt @Y
HTITTETY a7 - 316 &, g a1 aad & |

otETdY ¥TE D @l B1A & AT UBYTH © a1 o A I
a1d Tag "aatd” ATg &Y §uT o7 1 odv Ted, dhmde Hiv gud atatr |
HEAT GTT aTa7d 9Tt @ o gv wrer 31T - otam Teur
o 41T g5 90 1 3 Hge Y sga gTer asrET ey ard &, A7 ®
geT aTaT & T ¥ ya) eTem areT & eTvTT &Y aga aver @l-@iT
Gt aal O WM, STET 1T STaTTia o §7d v ATT of §
FTEE@TAT @ T g nEe 5@ 97 | yTd & aTdrd a6 ardaral o
gsg aTa ¥ we gan Dararaty a1 &, det aa g JTIer -qy 3
o ST € weT F uy ol oy oM wTT B ATy 4 meEs oY
Tantyreds Taawor & v&Y ¥, qveg O %e0 & T8 ITeVY U aed-wIT
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The Deep River : & Story of Ancient Tribal Migration

cks an

Long ago, when the land was only cattle Ir

]
[=9
i

footpaths, th

[

people lived together like a deep river. In ithis deep river shi
was unruffled by conflict or a soveseni Torward, the peopls lived

i
iy

without faces, sxcept for their chiet, whose Tace was the facs
all the people; that is, if their chie¥’'s name was Honeaapes,
then they were all the peapiekaf fonemapee. The Talaote iribs
have forgotten itheir origins and their ﬂrigigal ianguage 'during
their jngrney sguthwards — they havé merged and reserged  again
with many other itribes — and the nmame, Talanoie, is all they have
retained in memory of their history. Before a2 conflict ruffled

their deep river, they were all the peopie of Honesapee, whocse

kingdom was somewhere in the ceniral part of Africa.

I

They remembered that Fonesapee ruled the tribe for many years a
the hairs on his head wers alveady saying white! by the time he
died. On eithér side of the deep river there aight be hostile
tribes or great dangers, so all the peopile iiveé i one great
tourn. The 1ands_where they plaughéd their crops were always aear

the +town. That was done by all the tribes for their oun

protection, and their day - to -~ day lives granied thea @o

W

individual faces either Tor they pioughed their crops, reared
their children, and held their festivities according to the laws

of the land.

fAlthough the pecple were given their own ploughing lands, they

had no auwthoriiy to plough them without the chief’'s eorder. Hhen

o

the people left home to go to plough, the chief send out  ths

§
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proclamation  for  the beginning of the ploughing season.  When

£ e

time cags, the chief perceived that the corn was ripe. He

4

{

dhen the people brought home their crops, the chief called the
thankgiving for the harvest. Then the women of the whole town
carried their corn in flat baskets, to the chief’s place. G5Some
of +that corn was accepted on ils arrival, but 1ihe rest was
returned so that the women sight spak it in their own yards.
After a Tew days, the chief sent his special sessenger 1o
proclaim that the harvest thanksgiving corn was o be pounded.
The special asescenger went around the whole town and 1in  =ach
.place where there was a iittle hill or mound, he climbed it an
shouted :

‘Listen, the corn is to be pounded!’

50 the people took their sprouting corn and pounded 1t. #AfTter
some days the special messenger came back and Calléé out =

‘The corn is to be fermented now !°

# few days passed and then he called out :

‘The corn is to be cooked now!’

So throughout the zhole town the beer was boilsd and when it had

b

teen strained, the special messenger called out for the lact
time:

“The beeris to be brought now t°

fn  the day on which thanksgiving was to be held, the women all
followed one ancther in single file to the chief's place. Large

vecsels had been prepared at the chist's place, s=o that when the
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women  came  they poured ithe beer into them. Then there was a

gathering of all the peocple to celebrates thanksgiving Tor  the
harvest time. #11 the people lived this may, like ong Tace, under

doun of
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their chief. They acce
their individual souls, but on the day of dispute or when strife

and conflict and greed hlew stormy winds over their deep river,

A e

the people awoke and showed their individual faces.

hMow, during his lifetime Honemapee had had three wives. 0T these
sarriages he had four sons : Sebesbele by the senicer wife; Hiemsa
and HMosemme by the second junior wife; and Kgagodi by the third
junior wife. There was a fifth son, Hakobi, a small baby who was
£till suckling at his aother’s breast by the time the old chiet,
Fonemapee, died. This eother was the third junior wife, Rankwana.
It was about the fifth son, Hakobi, that the dispute arose. There
wac a secret there. Honemapee had ﬁaFFiE& the third junior wife,

Fankwana, late in his years. She was young and beautiful and

[y}

ebembele, the senior son, fell in love with her - but in secret.
8n the death of Monemapee, Sebesbele, as senior son, was instal-
led chief of the tribe and immediately made a blunder. He claimed
Rankwana as his wife and exposed the secret that the fifth =on,
Flakobi. was his own child an¢ not that of his fat#er.

This news was received with alars by the people as the first
ripples of trouble siirred gver the even surface of the river of
their lives. IT both the young man and the old man were wisiting
the same hut, they reaconed, perhaps the old ean had not died a
normal death. They ouestioned the councillors who Enew  all
cEfreis.,

‘Monemapee died Just walking on - his own feet,  they said
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That matier setiled, ihe next challenge came from 1

the

brothers, Hiema and Hosesme. IT Sebembele were clalsin

]

child, Fakobi, as his son, they said, it meant that the young
child displaced thes in semiority. That they could not allow. The
suﬁtle pressure exerted on Sehembeie by his junior brothers and
the councillors was that he should renounce Rankwana and the
child and all would be well. @& chief lacked nothing and there
were many other women more suitable as wives. Then Sebembele made
the second biunder. In a world where women were of no account, he

said truthiully :

and I is great.’
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. This was received w sapproval by the councililors.

3

If we were you, they said.’” we would lcok for a wife somewhere

]

eglze,

f ruler must not be carried away by his emotions. This matter is
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greputes among the people.

ted that on being given this advice, Sebembele became very
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quiet, and they lefit him to his ocen  thoughis, thinking that
sooner of later he would come to & decision that agreed with
theirs.

In the meanmhile ihe people guictly split into iwo camps. The oné
camp said @

‘If he loves her 12t him keep her. ®We all know Rankwana. She is

X

a lovely person, deserving to be ithe wife of a chief.’

woman 1S no rualer.
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He 1ic like cone who lisiens tc the advice of & child. This stery
iz really pad.’
There was at first no direct challenge to ithe chiefiaincy which

Sebembele occupied. But the nature of the surprising dispute,
that  of his love for a wosan and a child, caused 1t ito drag on
longer than time would allow. Hany evils began to rear their head
like impatient hissing snakes, while Sebeabele arqued with his
oun heart or engaged in tender dialogues with his love, Rankwana.
‘I don't krow whkat I can ﬁa,’.ﬁeheabele said, torn between the
temande of his position and the strain of a love affair which had
T

been conducied in deep secrecy Tor sany, many months. he very

secrecy of the atfailr ceemsd to make it shout all the louder Yor
pubkliic recognition. #t one soment his heart would urge him to

renounce the woman and child, but szach time he saw Rankwana 1t

come to no decisich.
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abruptly
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It ceemed little encuah that he wanted Tor himself — the compa-

nicnship of & bravtiful woman to whome 1ife had given many olher

atiractive gifte; she was gentle and kind and loving. A5 socon as
Sebembele communicated to her the advice of the councillorshe

r

"I that ic what they say, @y love,’ she said in despair,” I have

It were betier iT we uwere
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nc hop

bath dead.
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kind of anguish. It was a ierrible pain wshich szemed 1o paralyse
e mmentz and 4 hans T EivTad bie ind so cosoistely that
01s MmovenRsnis ang f_m_!r_.!._‘ht‘i. 1T Tiiied f1is @Hind SO COEpPIeiely 1ha

he could think of nothing else, day and night. It was like a
sickness, this paralysis, and like all ailmenis it could net be
concealed from sights Sebesbele carried it all arcund with him.

“Our hearts are saying @many things about tithis aan,” the

0

councillors said among themselves. ey were saying that he was

unmanlys that he wac wnfit io be a2 ruleri; that things were

Mol

clipping from his hands. Those still sympathetic approached him

and saig 3
“Why are you worrying vourself like this over a woman, Sebembele?
There are no limits to the asount of wives a chief may have but

you cannot have that soman and that child.’
and he only replied with a distracted sind @ "I don'i Eow ehat I

tt thinges had peen set in motion. &11 the people were
2stir over evenis: 1¥ a man couldn i make up his aind, oilher men

could make 1t up for him.

Evervihing wae arranged in secret and on an  appointed day
Fankwanz and the child were forcibly removed back to her fTather’s
home. Ever since the controversy had started, her faither had been

harazseed day and night by ithe councillors as an influence that

nd it. He had been reduced 1o & state of agiiated

couid help to

wny

54}

muttering to himself by the time she mas brought before him. The

plan was to sel her up with a husband immediately ang setile the
matier. She was not
‘You  have out me in greai difiiculiies, &y child,  her Tather
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the town.
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hearts. They sasm their ruler  walk

the They sSaw hiis pause at

Fankwana’'s Tather. They saw Sehesbele and Hankwana's
¥. 1o the home of her new hushand where she had been

and Sehembele walk togeiher through

They sau

had a ruler who talked wiih deeds rather than words.
that the time had come for them to offer up their
faces ito the face of this ruler. But the people wzere

e

4]

Pt

whole section eof ithe peop

b

ke this facey 1t was itoo out of the way chockings:
m very unezsy. theirs mas npot a iender, coazpassicnate,
¢ worid. And vyel in a way it wacs. Theharguaents in the
which supporited Séh&sbe}e had flown thick and fast all
angd they said 3 |

Fiocemme are at the bottos of all ithis tirouble. Hhat

proples before

an’t trust thes. Bui why ret 7 They have not yet had
ke anything from us. Ferhaps we ought to =ait until
omething really bad:y at present ithey are only Tilled
atiocn at the behaviour of Ssbheabele. But no, we don't
We don't like them. It is Sebesbele we love, even
as shown himselt ifo be 3 man with a2 weakness...7
ng, Sebesbele completely won over his caep with his
« Fomantic gesture, but he lost sveryihing else and
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the tuwo brothers, Miema and Hosesme won ithe day. S5till working
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together ac one voice, ithey stood up and aske
brother had any words to say before he lefil wiih his people.

‘Makobil 1s my child,  he sa
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the tribs — a1}l righi, ¥ou can go’.
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to  leave many ruins behind thes and it is said thal they iived,

ot the Gowrney csouibhwards, with many other tribes like the

Haphaleng, Hakaa, and Batseapong until they finally settlsd in
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The ctory is anr entirely romaniicized and ficiionzlized wversion
of the history of the Botalaote tribe. Some historical data was
given to me by the oid men of the itribe, but i1t was unreliable as

their memories had tended to fTai
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them. # re—construciion was
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ade therefore in &y own imagination: I am also parltiy iandebted
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harvest thanbsgiving ceresony-mhich appear in ithe siory.
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loTty dignity.

pecause that whol2 morning she had sat

belt upright in bed and taiked to all who had gatihsred, aboul God
~ whome she loved with her whole heari. Then, exacily at noon,
she announced once mcre thatl her hour had indeed come and  lay
down peacefully like one about to fake a short nap. Her last
wGrde were @

‘1l ehall rest now because 1 pelieve in God.

Then, =z terrible silence filled the hut and ssemed 1o paralyse
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that

man, wmy brother, drawse ocut my heart. He liked to say that we
as & tribe would fTall inito greal difficuliies 1T we Torget our
dun customs and laws.  TJeodar, his words seesm irus. Thers 1s
thieving and adultery going on such as was ol possible under
Seiswanz law.
in the days when they were young, Said the zld man, Hodise, 11
had become the fashion Tor a2ll black people o sebrace  ihe
Gocpel. Fra some. 1t was ithe wsark of wheiher ihey aeve
‘civilised® orf not. For some, like Galsihebege, 11 was  iheir
whole 1ife. #Anyone with eyes 1o see would have Enown  that
Galethebsge had been born good, under  any cusiom, usheiher
Setewana cusiom or Christian cusiom, cshe would siill havs
good. It was  ihis natural goocdness o7 neari thal made her
exgerly pursue ihe world of the bospel. There mas a look on her
face, absent, absiracied, as though she neesded io share the final
secret of life with God who could understnad ali thinas. 5S¢ she
wxs always on her way io and in her hours of leisure at
nome she could be found wiith her hegad buried in the Biple. &rd so
ner life @guld have gone on in ithis guiei and worshipful way, had
not & sudden catastrophe occcured in the yard of Ralokae.
Ralokae had been married for nearly a year wmhen his  young wmife
died in childbirth. ©She died when the crops of the season  wereg
veing harvested, and for a year Ralcokae imposed on himself the
traditional resiraints and disciplines of boswagadi or moﬁrning
for 1ihe deceased. #& year later, aqain at the harvest iime, he
underwent the cleansing ceremony desanded by cusicm and could
once mare resume the normal l1ife of 2 &an. It was the
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unerpectedness of the tragic event and the discipline it  imposed

o, him., that made Ealgkazs take noie of the 1ife of Galetihebsge.

She lived juct three yards away Trom his owmn ¥ard, and Torserly

agrderiy. But during the rvear of mourning, i1 delighised hiz o

hear that gentle and earnest voice of Galethebege inTorsing him

that such itragedies ‘gere iths will of Bod . &s soon as he could,

e began couriing her. He was young and impatient to be married
again and no one could bring back the dead. o a few days atier
the cleansing cevemony, he sade his intentions very ciear to her.
‘Let us twp geit together,” he said. 7@ am pleased by all rour
WAYE .

Galethebege was all at thehsame time stariled, pleased, and
hesitant. She was hesitant because il waes well known that Halcokas

was an unbeliever: he had not once set fooi in church. 3o
locked at him, hegging an apclogy, and menticned the zatter shich

was foremoct in her mind.
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Christian life, 1like her own. Bul he only locked at her in a
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strange way, and said nothing. This matter mas io sian ike a
fearful sword betusen thea but he had g2t his amind on  winning

Galethebege as his wife. That mas all he was certain of. He

"Hullo girifriend,’ he would greet her, enchantingly.

. e e o - o e o
head. i1e  walk and manney gers gay and launiy tog. He =mas  sSo
exciting az a @al that hs threwm her wghole 1ife into turecil. It



was ithe fircsi time love had come her way and i1 mads the bHlood
gound Tisrcsly ihrouah ber shole body 111l she could fesl  its
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took my Tirst wife according io he old customs. I as going 1o

take my second wife acoording io the old cusioses too.

protest o make. he Dod sight

peaple  and he could not stand 1.
belief. It uas the people he did not truct.
tricke. They were a people wha, ait the sight of a2 black =an,
pocinted a finger in ithe air, looked away initoc the hiaianzé andg
said 1mpatiently :"Boy ! will yeu carry this ! Boy? Hill you
hey nad hroughit a new order of things into the lang
and they made the pegple cry Tor love. One never had to cry  Tor

iat was uny he relecied all things foreign.

hat could a woman do with a @man that who knew his own sind?
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She either loved him or she was @mad. From that day on,

Galethebeqe knes what che =mould do. She would do all thatlt Ralckas
commanded as a good wife should. But her former life macs like 2
drug. Her fooicsteps wers ioo accusiomed to wearing  douwn the



mifsionary ‘s fhouce swshichk siood jusi under the <shadow of ihe
church.

The missionary uwas a shori, ancnymous - locking gan who  wars
glasses. He had beesn the resident sissionary Tor some time, and

cularly like the peopls. He

ot
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like 11 his fellows he did not part
always complained tc his own Eind ithat they were isrrible beggars

S¢ when he opend ithe door and saw Balethebege
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there his expression, wuwith iis r

I am to be married, =ir, Balsthsbege said poliiely., afiser the
- ] . -

exchange of greelings.

The missionary smiled : ‘Hell come in @y dear. Let us talk about
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capacity to creep guietly through life. Her next words brought
her sharply’ into Tocus,
‘The man I am to marry, sir, does nol wish to be sarried in the

T 1

: she
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Ehrictian way. He will only marry under Setswana cusio
They always knew the superficial stories about heathen customs

and an expression of disgqust crept into his face— sexusal



of the ox around their necks.
‘That we cannet allow!’ he saild sharply.

merry in ithe Chrisiian may.
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iethepege stiarted tresmbling all over. GShe

miscignary in alarm. Halokass would never agres 1o This.

unbeliever..
Galethebege stumbled home on shaking legs. It never accurrs
her 1o question such 3 miserable religion which terrified §

with the fate of eternal dasnation in hell -~ Tirs iT  they
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wordes of the missionary io him.

‘Girlfriend,’ he said, carelessly, “vou can choose mhal you
Setewana cusiom or Christian custom. 1 have chosen to 1liwv

life by Setswana custom.’

Mot once in her life had Galethebege’'s integrity been called

m

question. She wanted io make - the point clear.

‘Yhat you mean, Halokae,  she said firaly, “1s that I must ¢

yoU over @y lite with the church. I have a great loves in @y
for you sp I chooses you. 1 Zhall iell the orisst about
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matter because his command 1c that I marry in church.

cven Gaxlethebege was astounded by ithe harshness at ihe

ignorant man could display such contempi for the =missiocnary s

civilisation. His rage and haired =mere direcied al Halokae, and

the sermons, 1ihe intimaie compmunication in praver wiih God - all
this had ithrilled her heari deeply. Bui Ralokse alsoc wmas

The old man, fodiss. paused at this point in the telling of his
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tale but his young lisieners remained breathless and =i

eager for the conclucsion.

‘Today, ~ he continued, ~ it is not a matter of dehate because
o . . . - . N N

the young care neither way about religion. Hut im that day. the

expulsion of Galethebege from the Church was a matier of debate.

It made the pecple of cur village ward think. Thers was great

< = - Py - .1 FAdP . Ny S - - - o -1 FIE -
indignation bhecsuss hoth Gaisthebege and Halokas mers auch
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of the cow in two and one poriion was placed arcund the neck of
Galethebege and one poriion arcund the neck of Ralokas 1o

indicate the wealth and goodé luck they wmould find togsther in
%

marvied life. Then the porridee and aeat were dished up in  our
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Galethebege could mever forsake the cusiome in wmhich she had
beer brought up. All through her aearried life she mould find a
corner in which to pray. Someiimes Ralokae would find her so and
ask 2z "What are you dﬁiﬁg, Bother 77 fAnd she gould reply 7 I.am
praying to God.” Ralokae would only saile. He did not even know

how to pray to the Christian God.

The o©ld4 man leaned Torward and stirred the dying fire =ith a
partially burnt - oul log of =mood. His lisieners sighsd EENY




pecple do when they have heard & particularly good story. Az they

stared at the fire their Tound theaselves deialing ihe matier in
their minds, as their elders had done some fTorly or fiTiy vears
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ago. Wa

Christian cusiom been so iniolsrant of Ssicwans custos that 1t

could not hear ithe holiness of Setswana cusiom 7 Hasn't there a3
place 1in  heaven too for Seiswana cusiosm 7 Then ithe gusi of
astonished laughter shook thes again. Galethebegs had besen very

well ~ known in the village ward over the past five years for the
supreme authority with which she had talked zbout God. Ferhaps

her <cimple and good heart had besn terrified that the doors of
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neaven were indeed closed on Falokas and she

open thes.
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policeman was G duly.
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irrelevant. The great lady of the town, HAma-Pospail, was seen

everyuyhers, <he had the cigse, guarded erves of ons who Encws too

the professional s2aile of the highborn who don i really give a
damn about people or anything. #And as though to ofif-sei 211 the

doore, Hma-Hoapa

M
)
[
in
[31]
(w8

pod
by
=]
i
%
I
[
~
[
£a
£
j=n
o
&
et
ie
=
[N
i~
e
[
m
[
=
=]

image af the holy woman. o owil
uried &y Mms—Fompatl:; she attended the Tunerals of rich and
poor. Mo one could fall 111 mit
fompati. Two days a week she set aside for visits to the hﬁapital
znd in the afierncon, during visiting hours, she aade the rounds

of the hospital ward, Hibkle in hand. 5She woulé stop at sach bed
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“And  what may ail you, @y daughter 7 And what may a1l you

son? ' At which 4 of course, +the grateful ailing one =ould break
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out with a long list of woes. She had a professional sail

professional  frown of concern for everything, dust like the




ehe could pray.

Then one day, without any warning, Kra— Pompati brouaght his sorid

village from end to end and for a iime Rra-Fpapall shufiled
around shame — faced at hic appaliling desd. He averied his  Tace
s ac not to catch the angry looks rf»t%e villagers ghich clsarly
sxid " How Rra - FMospati, how could you leave a good wmoman liks

Ama—fompat: 7 she is maichless in her perfecition. There i1z 6
ather woman like her

On  this tide of indignation Fma-Bompatl swepi sedately into the

oraticn because she repeated 11 sc often thereafier. @i mas 1io
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handsomely f « mith many cattle. Life in the village becas

very difficult for Rra-Bospati. Feople mutisred curses at  the




the tribe and the ocught to lock for  another iob. FRra-Mompeati

failed +to defend himself, excepi in odd ways. Afler & long
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cattle post and live henceforth the 1ife of a catile man. H

highly indigmant, 1in anr illogical s=ay, at pecples , Tor turning

Rra- Mompati was very indigrant wiith his son. Hompaii, Tor turing
against Him  in sapport of his mother and he clung io these  iwc
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had disappeared from the village, he was pirsus
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the wvillage wiiha shocking sitory. Un approaching His father's
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R

from here ou can support that moman 1T you like !

said. He would surely burs eisrnally in hell Tire. Hoon azfier
this Fompail becams very 1il. He lay dows for sonihs. He had =
ierribe weakness and pain 31l over his body. He developed 2 Tear
of any chill orF draught. It would end his 1ife and he snvelioped

himeelf with wars clothing and blankeis in an #fforis o save his

i
-
a4
(4]
-t
2}
o
" -
[
4]
By
-1
=
it
ki
bnda
[w]
&
ot
s
£
Py
=
1l
ot
"4
o
fod
2
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earnestiy that he was suffering ¥ros "Foor blood . Hs kspt  this
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wrapped himself up maraly ag

sueltsring desert heat of the villags reachsd



hundred degrees in  the shade. HMompati was wrapped up in  two

jerseys and an overcoat on such days. One day a perspiring

1llager remarked on the heat and looked aeaningfully at
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jerseys and coat. Hompati shivered and said @I have fo protec
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ayself sust take cars of sy poor bicod.’
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Mma-Mompati settised in z i1iitle Hother Hubbard hous

son. It was neatly fTenced. & waler tap appeared in the gard. and

vegetables and flower gardens iended by servants sprang up a1l
round 1the pretty little house. Hompati found 2z ish as 3 manager
af a village stors and together they recumed the broken thread of
their lives. Hospati was sevenieen then and asionishingly 1iks
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his mother in appearanc rnd behaviour. ®mz-Hompaizl kept is her
round of funerale, hnospital visits, and church - going and her

son built up a3 public acciais ail his own. Like his acther, &e

of the strangest stores on earth. It was always crowded with
people but 1t ofiten ran completely out of goods. Above the
clamour of volces, every now and then rose the deep, bDoosing bass
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of Mompati, either in a hearity laugh or in stern and forcetul
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with piles of accounis and book - work but he could be e2asily

distracted Ffros his work., Every now and thean he would look up

cheerfully at the approach of a friend but that cheerful saile
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could, 1in splii second, turn io a worried frown. iHe would have
one finger on his accounting — it would remain firsly pressed

there - and a half an hour sight pass in earnest discussion of

the friend’'s latest probles. Suddenly, the bass voice mould booa

2277 .



through the shop @

‘1 say, @y friend, if you spare the rod, you spoll the child.

matiter. It
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Shoppers never knew the whole st
mattered that some living being cared intensely and wividly and

gloriously about his fellow men. @ slight hush would descend on

o

the <chop ac the bass suelled out and people would sailes 1o
themselves. It swelled oul about God whe wgas ilaportant and Behind

211 things: 1t sueiled out aboul the morals of the land which

were disintegrating and later, when he married, 1t swelled obputi

about the virtues of family life. He threw his whole heart into
people’s affairs and then, at the end of the day took all his

bock work and accounting home, sitiing up uniil late at night to

why

make up for ihe hours lost in conversation during  ithe day.

Sometimes shoppers hueacurously. queried @

Mompati, why is it that there is no flowr or scap in this shop 7

I've huntied for these goods Tor a ghole wesk here and I cannot
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find them.’

énd Mompati: would reply @ "That's just what I was praying to God
about  this morning 3 °0h H5o0d,”I said, "I've forgotisn io order

i
-
I
famd
Tl
=
i
'
oyl
]
=%
i
™
28}
£
i
1
]
S

the flour and soap again. I beg of you io
memory 1S so poor.® Hy prayer has been ansuered oy friend, and I

expect the flour and soap to be here anexi week...

This went on for ten years. Boih sother and son lived z busy lifs
and people imagined they were two peas in a pod, they sesaed  so

alike in their interests and behaviour. Then Hompati f211 in love

with Mary Pule, a thin, w»ilting, willowy dreasy giri with =2
plaintive, tresulous voice. She had a Tacade ioo that conosaled a2



tenacious will., She was so anxious to secure Mompaii permanently
as & husband that she played a hard game. A1l during the time he

»
courted her, and it took scnihs, she led niam ithis way and ihs

with & charming saile. Oh, aaybe she loved him. Haybe che did
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She wacsn 't sure. Hompall was iniens
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was intensely in love. He shared his deprescions and slations
with his mother. The girl was invited io ieas and showered =ilh
flattery and teasing uniil, in her own time, she accepisd his

It had nothing io do with either Hompall or his solher.
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A4 emall flat was built in ithe yard in preparation
fultre married life, and all proceeded well up io z certain point
- the month after ithe sarriage. Then Hma - Hoapati began io undo
nerself. Throughout the ien years she had lived with her son; she

had playsd a little gase. Hompali used to bring hls pay - packet

home intact but she wanted hiam io buy her just a ieeny - weeny
something - a palr of stockings, a bottle of scent, a 1ittie

fhandberchiset or a new dress. It just pleased her, she said, that

bit for her share and handed hia the rest. 3She soon inforamed her
daughter - in - law of this procedure and 1ike all powertul
personalities, she secretly despised the weak, wilting, plainiive
little wretch her son had married, she needed to dominate  and
shove the wrelch arocund. So at the end of that sonth, she over
‘stepped the mark. She opened the pay — packet as wusual and
i .
suddenly needed an enoracus amount of things all at once - a pair

and a necklace what she handed owver io her

in

of shoes, a new dress,




son  could barely keep him and his wife in food for a week. GShe

could not Tollow thes into the privacy of +iheir home, Dbut

i

erson in a chesrful sway 7
£

e

‘There's nothing wrong, sother, “ithe girl replied, with

he end of the next monith, Bompati wmalked

pin

painful smile. At

straight to his own fiat and handed his pay — packet inlact to ha

vampire behind 1t was too tervible to behoid. She
descended on her daughier - in -~ law iike 3 fury.

“You have done this to you son!® she spnarled. *You have

canfiot take i1t away from ee ! You ses that sater tap 7 You =hall
not draw any more watsr fros it while you are in ihis yard! ac

and draw water at the village tap in future»!
énd so the whole village became involved in the spectacle. They
stopped and blinked their eyes as they saw the newly - wed Hary
carrying a water bucket a mile away from her own home to the

village water taps.
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Hary, ' they asked curiously, ‘why is it vou have to draw water

@ has a =Haler

e

here  lik sise =mhen your acther — in — 1
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vtap in bBsy yard 77
‘Fary talked freely and at greail lengifh — a long messy sitory of
micery and torture. And people saig 3 THell, we can’t believe

v . s ) PR ~ . e at L " -
1 afi SOy s he said 5 I neEveEr o 4:)‘1’_;:1[‘;(} miifent first
consulting @y =ife...
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summer this river flomed in iorren

winter gigantic pools of water shimmered like mercury in the pot
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feet high intoc the sky like 2
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maye by

temporarily foractien the varmpire — fly. They laughed and jok
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the area wac suiisd to agriculiural developmeni or Somecone
.

_ BB M ae s a w4 s b s

fad ML iered SOMEeTNnIng abiudt 1hne S03113 1t woage L =3RS,

waierlogged. dor did the erdinary people of the couniry wisit

Makvaleng becausg the poople thers sere saiing fresh greoen asalies

in & drought year. Oh no, Hakaleng village mas Tamous in the

bl - T o} FIgK) . £ - - P . | PR
the one prophet, Jacab, lived on the sunrise side of the willage.
ihe other prophet, Lebolisng, lived an ihe senset side. Frophet

e

time when lighining used io sirike the hut  of

though there was noit a cloud in the sky.
engrmous  Rkissing spake would suddenly manifesi iiself in the hut
of Frophet Jacob, but neither lightning, nor snakes, nocr poisoneg

food and water could itazke the life of Frophet Jacob. At Tircst,

by




it

but  one night when the persecution and torture had resched 1te

peak, he heard, =o he told itmo close friends, the Yoice of his
Godin ithe silence of It =aid s
‘Haven't I always prepares a table for you in the pressnce of

and incoasprehensible acts.
There was a timewhen Frophel Jacoh had been as rich a man  as
Frophet Lebojang. He had oeen the ocwner of a stiers in the big

e PR e e PRy = sy _ - s
beautiful wife whoe loved besuliful clothes, and iwo preiiy
2o - - - U Ty - . 2w S < .ty AL e [ |
L :'L!C_!h'«':f:‘:.f S. Te snable him to qive ais wife ail that she decired,

Jacob  had  even established a big beer - bresing business  froa

uhich he earned huge profiis. After twelve years of this rich and

sumptuogus living, during shich tiee Jacob drank heavily and lived
in the roar of prosperity. a bolt from the blue turned him into a

weetk  his wife had a2 sudden desire to visit relatives living in

another parit of the couniry. ©5he itook the two small giris with

her and Jactob.was lefi alons. The night of the day of his wife's

gul midn
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thunderous, crashing sound at the door. -Jacob sprang awake and

found his pedroom filled with thisves. Bome of the thieves held
.
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i CoW Bniie were tied behind his hack and his HOULO
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recsponsibiliily for inhe 7 Hazdn Y the vaics said so 71t
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wasn t & matier that could be mentioned to the police either.

Laoogk, he can’t utter a word.’

Ti

s T E 5
G2y Cotiid ol

and the way in which Jacoch

fimeelf @ ‘I shall itell her the truih. IT she is really sy mife,
she will give up these mays and 31oin @e in the work I have io
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t hac uvnsettled wour aind. I said
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o time.” fAnd so hers I am, all re
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i her. almost  choked with fear. Had  they really not
czied with each oiher throughout fhese ifssive yearzs of

~“h

‘You ar

Tou ma

en’t segricus darling?’ she said, with raised
he said.
e 1s this Lard?’ she said. “Ho one has evers  seen Hld.

ro It would be a different thing iT he came down 1o earih
could see him. But no one takes the Lord SEriously,
. He doesa’t come doon.
¥ say so, Jacob replied. “but I have heard the Velice of
d and I cannot dischey 1t.°
in his hand the last R 14,000 he had withdrasn fros the

He handed 1t to his wife, siood up, and walked ocult of the
house not looking back once, not even at his twog =wide -
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the Lord had told him to go to
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removed Trom his, overnighi. He was bovrn inic sealih. His father
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the narrow bridge w=hich spanned the broad river in & beEayw)
downpour, the car skidded and went over the =dge inio the suddy

igrrent below. Botith werse

s Trom nowhers, along. came an uncle, the broiher of Jacob's
moetiher, weeping bitter iears over the death of his sisier. He

229



ertain chief of Fakaleng and offered to  &ct  as

|
[
e
In}
i

APpEOsCned

ps

quardian of the two boys uniil they were old snough 1o inherit
their father s mgealth. ¥hal happened subsequently has ofisn sads
%

the robbhery of the children’'s inheritance. It was his duily o cee
that the guardiznship oF the children was conducied in an

hays, Jdacob .and  Issac, 1o herd in the tradiiional say in  ihe
vampire - Tly, grazing — ground of Hakasleng. Mot gancs afisrs ihat

did the uncle’s children have o so0il itheir hands wiih work. ¥
fiad acqguired two siaves.

Those who are born to suffer, erperience suffering io iis abysaal
depths. The damage 1o the two childrea did not stop at  the

ezpropriation of tiheir inheritance. It was now cizissd by  the
uncle and all the relatives that since the childres sers not purs

Batswana - by birth, ther wre therefore of an infTerior sSpecies.

They were fed according io their status.



porridge with salt and water at every meal, day in and day out,

vear in and year oui. Their sleeping guariers wers a3 rasshackls

prother to  ihe night school of Baksleng willags togetiher with
all the small cattle - herding boys who could noi attend scheol

sing the alphabet and cliap their hands,
There 1is a point in hls story shen you begin o doubt

sanity and that of his God. Somshow you don’t doubi his  adultl

sxperiences and his conversations wmith God, but you doubi cruelty

and csiress placed on a young and helpless child. It's #hen he

i

bad light is thrown on Jdacob’s God. At this time Jacob's  iwin
broiher Issac died, worn out by the poor diet and hard Iabour,
desp  and terrifying loaeliness possesssad the heart

wehiind that night. He had lost the only living

o

oy who was letft
being who had shared some love with him in a world peopled by
monsters. There 1s auch said about the‘lave and sharing to be
found within tribal sacietiés and such of this 1s irus - but true
too is Jacoh’'s uncle. Any child irappéd in this cycle of cruslty
can find no way out sxcept to cry lonely, hot tears in the dark
night.

#t  this point, say Jdacobk, while he lay alone in his broken -

i

24i



gdown hut, weeping. he first heard the voice of this God.

‘Jacob,” 1t szid, ~ One day I shall call you 1o do sy work. ALl

you have ito do.’

Jacob sat up startled, dashing the tears fros nis syes. &1 that

time alsc his eyes searched for a precsence or fara in  the rooa

a voice. You lean forward sagerly iowards the now old sani  his
bod ceems very dubious, sg you ask 3 Did he bring a little piece

of meat on the sorros to eat with that dreadful porridge 7 Dic he

change +the world and give a jerssy o a 1ittle hoy shivering in
tattered clothes 7 To all your guesiions Jacoh responds giih 2

God for anything all these long iong years. He has been too buzy

fulfilling the orders and strange commands of that Yoice. It

didn 't seea as though Jacob’s God manted his to have anyihing for
himself, even mhen he was 1ittle. HNo meal came. Ho jersey. It

d age Jacoch

ot

makes you Teel sosething is wrong because sven in o

nasn’'t got shoes. It makes you Teel like breaking down | and

say, almost viclently @ Does he love you tnis God 7 8hy do you
E, h rd Ky

let him disrupt your life like that 7

Jdacob keeps silent a moment sorting this sut. Then he tells you

(o

hat every tige he heard that Yoice a great peace would fill  his
heart; that peace gave him the cocurage ic do whatever the Voice
requested of hiz. To an ouisider there never seemed tc be  such

cocherence in what w®as g@oing on betmeen Jdacob and his God. Hut the



way in which be erzpressed thie relationship in deeds arrecsted the

attention. Everyihing aboutl him was very beautiful and simple and
deeply sincere. He had too, one of the oddest churches 1n the

-l
~k

On his arrival in the village of Hakaleng after parting company

n

from his wife, Jacob set aboul constructing a eud hut which wa

uncle and the chief of Makaleng who had siglen the inheritance of
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earn  his living., But secreily, like all thisves, they zere ail
firet intenssly  interecied in the activities of Jacoh an ihe

sunrise side of the village, Tearing that he asight stili start

commetion about his sislen inheritance. They alsg Enew abont alil
the ©black magic spells Frophet Leboiang was casiing on Frophet

Jdacob. Mo oene guiie knew why Frophet Lebojang did not  have

"C‘
X
]
R Al
o
L]
~+
e
o
K]
o
or
o
N
pod
ot
i
[~
=]
o
an-
-
P
L3
.l
[ ol
ju]
-
o
w
ot
b
wr
et
o
&)
-y
i
A0
[im]
Pt
™
Tt
[}
g
14
-
143
or
X
2,

failed to desitroy hizm. Some it

Jacobk’'e God @miqght have spoken io Frophet bLeboiang and fcld  him
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under no circumetances to harm Frophet Jagob. This was a  rumour

in the wvillage, szid to have issued from the mouih of Frophst

next made a wooden table

o]

wose candlesticks he placed on the table and aslwmavs, when ne

wanted to pray, he placed z jug of fresh, clesn matsr pear  the

candlesticks., Curious FPeople would often guesiion

put  ihe waler in botiles and then give 11l freely io anyone who

[
b
e

ot

cuffered Tfrom ailmenis or sorrow. Hic Bod had assured him

hd HS - - - b - S e - - - e - & -
It took great simpliciiy of heari 1o approsch & church ag
the one conducied by Fropheit Jacob. Frophel Jacob had no shoes,
i et s _ . o .
=G he conoucied 1S SEFVICES 1IN DN1s bare fTest., REnY 5 Balty

both God and the Hevil on the same altar for  =zany  years  and
nGcihing happens eszcept a arsat ingrease in weaxlin. In contrasi to




pow  to o conduct  himeseldf. He was never, never  under any

circumstances io

took, I shall be coming agsin on cicuds of glory.
c a7,

Tou must say 3 iw
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there wmas 3 never — ending busile of aciiviiy in the rard of
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& woman would travel sany siles

fne day she had found the purse of amoney resoved and 1t had  been
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impossibie to trace  the thief. Leboiang wo
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Do vyou have a friend named Bontle 77 he would ask. #nd  the
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amazed woman 0 -
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Well, Lepslang wouid sar. It 1= she whe sicls on
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in mind and that

high. It did
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hat was that.

could bear the light of day. Once his other deeds becass  knouwn

pecple were to ponder deeply on the naturs of svil.
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The other half of thes lorry = 1o

taxles of lost purses or drunkewn hushands but 3 tsrritls anguish
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I have so many trovhlss, I don’t kaow hor ic sori ihes out,’
The practical dissues wmere napsver giscussed. & san in ihat
gathering would have no work for a year and his Tamily msuld  be
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fiis church,

gzchange of gifis sysies. o one ever lefi Jacok’'s hut sithout a
parcel. Many gratsful seekers of help brought gifis 1o Jacoh's, 2

pag of corn, =2 k2o of sugar, a hor of eggs, and so o

gifts in turn filled aany desiiituie peopls with good things so

e
o
o
-~
-
g
1y
~
[
e
[(w
=
]
=
oo
i
e
¥
¥l
|..
i
™
£
£
0]
i
[}
]
it}
o
b
b}
[Fm]
5
“,
"

clgse of day, and the adulis =ould sit to one side as respeciful

Mo one seemed to gquesiion the uniqueness of this, how it wmas
possible  fgr children at the age shen their iesth ¥311 out, to
turn up  prospily at sunsst  Tor sSersons. Mot that they
comprehended anvihing, not sven Jacok's siapls sersons.

S0, in  this way, Tollowing their two strange occupations, &

routine and ritual established 1iself arocund the lives of the
prophets of Makaleng. Frophet Lebojang increased in wealth, until
it was said at the time he meit hics doom that he mas 2z néar
millionaire. Frophet Jacock increased only in his love Tor the

tord. Seemingly, 1in gratiinde for this, the Lord arranged one



more turning point in the life of Frophet Jacob. After many years

fa

wite named Johann
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af livirng alones, the Lare

1

Johannah was a tall, siriking handsomse woman with a beavtifully

had a thick ciuster of eveclashes arcund her pitch black eyes.

women were mors in tune =mith the feeling of the

no  such things as marrizas lsti.  Sdohannah had  always received

T her position as an un@arried =oman

who was marrisd. Hecauss o

siting relatives and friends.
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At leazst. Jdohannab reasoned, there was no need for her brother to




with hiz sister because he was nagoged by his wife who had said to

him
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aorning before dauwn  she set out on foot to the wvillage of
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hungry.
‘Yec indeed,  he said, siowly. ‘There are sany Qood sayings in

te way home. It may be that I should pass your village one  day

e

and be afflicisd by hunger. You sculd soon rush io the cCooking
wot 1o prepare something for se. Therefore 1 am paying you Tor

this kindness before it is done. In the corner you 911l find 2

bag of corn and ne:st to that a2 dich of meail. Prepare socme  food
and eat. °

& breif expreszion of pleased surprise flitled across the soman’s
face. Bhe arose in ane negat self -~ conlained moveseni and set

o it’'s true,” she thoughit, as she dipped iniloc ithe bag of forn

i

“The man = gosdness is ezpressed in deeds as well as words. How
lucky for me that I ifook ithis journey. Ay sorFows arg faken away

from me this very minuie,

She had Tar to go on the return journey and =githoul sech sastie o

time Jacob sent a message to the children so that as soon as she

]

had eaten she aight receive the prayers and blessed water. In the

from all directions =ith

3.

twinkling of an eye ihe yard mas Tille
ruching feei. Johannah paused in the act of stirring the porridge
to stare at the children in asazesent. BSo this was true toc; the

Prophet kept a church of children. The wossn who had told  her

yad, out

thic had =mevely shrugged and cszilied. Host curious peapie
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a4 profound respect for Frophet




&n  hour later Jdohannah was on her way home with a3 swift, light
step. It seemed as though a sofi wing blew her home. On her head
she carried a guantity of corn Tor herself and her children  and
same 2ggs, sugaer, and iea. In her heart she carried & wivid
semory of the children s singing.

‘How lucky I am,” she thoughi. "How wondertul this dsy has basn.’
fAlone that nighit in  his hui Jacob Tound that a w=andering  zood
possessed him. It was always the hour when his soul had soarsd in
peace and freedom, detached fros the cares of ithe day. Bui oo
thic night it remained firaly on the sarth, amusing  and
entertaining 1iseif siih trifies. 8% first 3t sa3d

Ok, <o peopis cry in all kinds of differsnt mays. Some ory as
though they ars !

The he would catch himselT at this Irifling asuseseni and suiter
zloud :

“But I am in old age now. I musi be fift; -~ five,  and he wmould
sigh heavily thinking of his creeping old ags. TtThen the gass
would start again

‘Forridge is always porridge bul some psople are beiisr 2t

cocking it than others.
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Thie went on for some time and Jacob was unware t
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actually smiling to hisselT this state of atfairs wmas

interrupied by the voice of his God sounding loudly and
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in his ears. I
“You are very Toolish san Jacob. How could you let your fulurs
wife depart so guickly 77

EBeing somewhal caught off- balance, Tor the Tirst time Jacob
replied to his Bod. He saild :

"But I am aireadyvin old age. She looks about itweniy - nine.

fina  he twrned =ith a startisd stpression and stared over  his
shoulder. But iheve was no further sound sicepi.... =icept an

impression of soft laughier. Feeling shaken and confused, Jacoh

stood up the prepared his hlankets on the floor.

i & %
4 month went by an then one sunday sorning Johannah arrived onge
again' with +the early @orning iorry -~ load of wvisitors 1o
flakaleng, this +time bringing her four children with her. She

=

looked very smart in a pew coiton Trock and brand new low heelsd
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shoes. ust z day atier she had paid her Tirs isi i

Jdacph, she had faund‘ 2 job as a cook and Gousskeepsr fTor

wealthy person Tor Ri$.00 a month. Somehow Frophet Jacob had
already known in his heart of her coming, ©but since the other
vicitors who also crowded into his yard did not Enow this secret

of his heart there was no one to point out that '?rgyhet Jacoh

pointedly omitted %o gaze in the direction of Johannah. But

there was an intense ioy in his heari and a glow like a candle
flame im his eyss. The 1oy in the heari of PFrophet Jacok  soon



affected every one. & surprise feast was arranged on the spur of

the moment. Sossonw  suddenly wmalked out an
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her come vegstables Tor zalad shils  ihe
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amazed. Hever had they heard such a commelion issus froa the yard

af Prophet Jacob.
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‘Ferhaps Prophel Jacoh

‘Perhaps one of hiz vi

find they h

Frophet Jaco

ocily Joy. Mot even pravers mers said that day, nor zas

given the blessed maier. Each one mac Bigsssd by ths doy in his
cun  heart. By =sunsei, wshen ithe lorry turned e io taks  the
yisitors back teo their own villages, 0o ong manted io lsavs. 4t

iast 1ihe lorry driver had to get out of his lorry ins
seople. -
‘Look here, people,” he shouted,” no one pays g Tor overtise. I

have to get back to sy »ife and children.”

Hith many wistful, lingering glances, the visitors slowly clisbed
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intoc the lorry. They kepl on repeating to thes
would surely wisit Prophet Jacob the ¥olloming Sunday. Sincs

Prophet Jacob was so Toplhardy as to omi

that might contain the presence of Iphannah, he Tailed ito sss
that she mas not
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lorry. But he stood for a long while gaziﬁq after 1t until the
flaming red sun dropped douwn the +ilat horizon. The
darkrfess and glocom that EaEﬁi.ﬁﬂﬁﬁ iy his hwart mas  liks  the
sudden descent of the black night of Hakasleng. He sighed G=avil
and slowly shuffled towmards his lonely hut. It mas a2 good ihing

he had 3 strong heart, for as he  pushed

et

for Prophet Jacob tha

apen  the door of his hut the flaaming sun reversed iiseld and

e

shone agaln 1ike & dazziing light in the glope . There wuwas
dohannah seated on ithe fioor wth her children. Fropghet Jacob

could not unitter a mord. He stood for a lorg shile ail the door

tke one stunned. Johannah cried sany bundies of neat  isars

et

cause she could not zccount for her actions, only that it

B
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seemed like her death to cligh into the loryy and go  asay. Butl

keing fearful of this silences, she said painfully :
3 I's8 £

RV

Tou must Torgive se. I am s happy hers.”
Imagine the aamazemenl of ihe wvillagers of #Hakaleng! That

following Honday morning they had to rub their eyes in disbslief
and doubt their sapity, for thers was Prophet Jacoh in his yard

with & wsoman construciing a mud hat. frophel dacok had been

e
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epate  Tor hey had ceased to regard him 235 A

e
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© long that
normal man. Some of the scandal - gongers ot the village, hoping
io get the Full details of 1this unexpected developsent,
immediately picked up their hoes and dishes and sade their way to

the yard of Prophet Jacsh to help in the consitruction of the hut.

But midday the ®alls sere cosplete and Prophet Jacob had already
set up the frasework for the thatched roof. The scandal — songers

were entertained that afiernoon by all the wmogen of ithe village.
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‘It's true, hey said. Fromphet Jacob has acguired & new wife.’

fGnece the impact of it siruck itheir sense of husour, iney began 1o

roll on the ground, laughing 23211 the
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eyes. In this manner it becase an accepted Tact
the legal wife of Prophet Jacob.

ﬁsrfor Jacocbh, a whole new world of learning and Iiving opensd up
for him. He soon Tound that his home  was run peacetully w=ith
clockuork precision, by a wuosan full of the $radifions and
customs of the couniry. Jacob had no Tull knowledge of these
customs as  his  upbringing had been ihat of an outcast living

zpart from the household and it was as though he was transporisd

hack into 2 childbood be sight have had had his soiher lived. His
= - — - o - [T S - 4 SR R R R - JUR g | W
first wife had been a very different ivpe of wogan frosm Johannab.

very modern and daring and very de—iribalised. IT ihere mere such
things as customs which goverped the behaviour of childres | and

zdults, she knew nothing zbout this. How froe Johamsal, he sas i

[}

izarn that there wmere strict, hard - and — fast lzws, governing

the conduct of faeily 1ife. In spiis of Johannab having produced

t was an easy. almost sfforiless

act for the children %o accept Jacob as their fazther because

zccording to custom 211 zdulit people were regarded az the sothers

home, in spite of its having been invaded so suddenly by so sany

P - £ - - - —F s - - 5 B [

children. I 2 pusst arrived and fog, 1t fre
.
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long before one of the children appeared and  removed the

a2 moment did the childrern sit idle during the daylighi. Thinking

of the hardship of his own childhood when he had longsd
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Jacob ons day qussiioned hizs wife :

‘Why so much work for the children 77 he asked. “¥hen do  they
have time ta play 77

She kept silent a2 while, =staring siead¥astly ints her lap. Then
she caid, smiling faiatiy 3

‘We muet teach the children the real things, bushband. Is  1ife
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sucl; sense in her reasoning. yel 1t made Jacob
ponder about the sagernsss =ith which the childres atisnded his
church. It seeamed ito him then that his church was thes only place
in which they could relax, sing, and play together. He deterzined
to have no more sersons, only singing and play. Perhaps the btord
had <ceen all the hardhips children endured. But ke did not

2 as half his sind approved of the wmay she

Py

mention this to his w

[14]

brought up the children. Half of the customs too agreed with the
many good things the Lord had pointed oul ip Jacoh . Fros their

sother’'s  training, they broke the crust of bread and shared it
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equally with each other or any other child who happened to  be
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Bne other thing caused a siir of asazement in Hakalsng willage.
Jacob now had a fasmily but his gocupation broughi his no funds.
There were tuwc boys of school - going age who needed cloibss and

+ . Therefore Jacsh spenl each sorning doing odd  jobs
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n  hand Tor
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about the willage %o have a small aamounti of soney
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Tamily sight need. The momen of th
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nhatever hic

Jdanannah »as indesd blessed to have such a geod @an. 1T Frophet

Jacob had condescended to be a prisst like Prophet iLshoiang, he
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could have got people fto coniributes handsosely o his chu
Frophet Jacob always said : Please get persission

Harutli before you join sy church.’ &nd mhich priet wmould give

d

thie permission =mhen it @sant losing one of his pay packeis

world came crashing down on Frophet Leboiang._ It ail began simply

encugh. #& certain aan of Hakaleng village, named ¥elepile, was

i

detained on business in the big railway village thirty =ile
auay. He had sissed the last transport home and decided o a@ake

the Journey by foot. As he approached Hakaleng he noticed a big

car parked on one side of the road and from the bushes mearby he

in arqussent. Being merely curiocus about what

h
b

fieard voices ralse

e

necple could be doing in the bushes 2t night, he turned and crep

1]

near. Soon he mas 2bls io hesr the conversation quiis clearly.

259



1n

the case with  vou,
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ieboiang. You always want the best paris of the body.’

ieboiang appear=d to be wery cross. He said, “I'a telling you,

dn

¢

Bogosi you won 't get the gsonesy iT you don’i hand the heari over

The man., Kelepile, waited to hear no sore. In fact, his isgs =mere

shaking with terror. He has ofien said that he cannot recollect
how they brought his =itih such spesd inio Hakaleng willage. He

new well encugh that the conversation was about & ritwal surder

just coamiiied.
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his own lifs but to his amasement
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taking his %o he police siaticn. And this was how 1% cage about

yin

fat the gpolice surroundsd Lo

They arrested the ithres men with

avil deesd:

L

were found

The position wac desperate. The ohief and =itch  docior
immediately ‘turned siate witness and shifisd the hlass 1o

feboiang. The witch - doctor was so ohliging as fo point cut i
the authorities the graves of imeniy other wictiss to iz ths
case against Lebojlan’s. They said they did tﬁis sari o
to make rain. Lebojang’'s potions had long been recozended as the

« He had been making these potions and Eilling

e
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best in the la
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sen, women, and children Tor tmenty years. He
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priest of & Christian church with & big blue cross down the back

noCking i th goors of all the pepople io shos b2 had sold
Enockin on  the doors o 11 th 2 2 i Ef 2 had 1
potions. Some of ithsse people packed their helengings and  Fled.

Py

went insane. Some people zlso say that Lebojlang s soul  is
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iike that of kazarus. [ebolang only wmanted te tell ths peopls

. muvgsrsrs — fo gesisti

ud

whom he amoke at night — his fellow rilua
from taking the lives of people becauss of the ajony he was

suffering now.



In 1943, when the borders werg first sst up beiwsesn Boitsmana and

South Africa, gpending Botswana's indepsndence in 1954, all

had to return home. Everyihing had bheen
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Botswana—-born C1
mingled up in the old colonial days, and the traf
and fro between ihe two couniries had beesn & sigady FTlos Tor

aften, s=specialiy iT they werse migrant
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years and years

labourers wmorking in the sines, their period of setilesent wmas

orief, butl many people had settlsd theres in peraanent esmpiorsent
it was thecse cseitlers who were disrupied and sent back o village

life in 2 @ainly rural country. On their return  they brought

tance, the Taith-healing cult churches which instanily

took hold iike wildfire-what was harmful toc them, they rejected.

Yhe murder of 1ife had this complicated underions of rejection.

tife had ieft the willages as a little girl of ien years old =ith
9 £

her parenis for Johanneshburg. They had died in ihe aeanuhilse,

willage «custom, that she still had a home in the willage. an
mentioning that her name was Life Horapedi, the villagers
immediately and obligingly took her to the Horapedi yard in  the

had remalned.

[+ 9

central part of +the village. The family yar

intact, Jjust as they had left 1t, except that it looked pathetic

b
el
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in decolation. The thatch of the sud huts had patches of



zeil over them where the ants had made theilr nests’y  the wooden

yard.
Life's fuiure neighbours, & group B% women, conitinued fo stand
near her. “We can hRelp you to put vour yard in order,” they said
Eindiy. “Me are wery happy thal a child of ours has relurned
home, '

They yers impressed wmith the ssariness of this city giri. fThey

might 3ust be ardinary coiton prints. The airl sore an expensive
cream costume of linen saterial, iailored fe Tit her iail, full
figure. She had a brighit, vivacious Triendly sanner and laughsd

She 1is going to bring us a iittle lighi,” the momen sald  amon
themeselves, as they =ment off to fetch their work iools. They
were almways looking “for the light” and by that they aeant that

they were ever alert io reccive new ideas that would freshen up

the ordinariness and everydayness of village life.

A women wuwho lived near ithe Forapedi yard had offered Life

hospitality until her own yard smas seil in order. She picked up
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= to her omwn hoas
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and honesty were ithe

come by in this dry, semi — geseri land. They

would

affice

4

donpannesturg ofiered a lot

beautly gqueen, adveriizing and prostiiuis.  Hone thecs
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the intensely conservalive hard Pife. it
. . ; . I
digd thes long to shun her cospleiely peCauss  @en

of

ad
and generous -~ 11 mas recogaised as a necessary pari of  human
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with i1is pub cpened. It mas initially shunned &y all the women

and even the beer brewers considered they had 5't fzllien that low
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nead siouwly, and then derked 1t back in & <siisnt

She moved immediately 1o
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af teego, that basically he was & kind and tender man, thal he

liked women and had besn so successtul in that sphers  that  he
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maleness
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‘Woman  who
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Tilling in & void was ane  Dig.  f ihe
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nyeteria and cheap rowdiness were taken away, Life fell into the

yawn, she had nothing inside nerself to cope with this wmay of
1ife that had finally cauvght vg with her. The bheer -~ bresing
women wre still therey they =131l liked her yard because Lssego

was casual and 2asy going and all thatl #ent on in 1% now - like

the old men sguatting in corners with gitis :‘LEE&gi, I had good
ivuck with @y hunting todar. I caught two rabbits and 1 =mani 1o
share one with you... — was sisply the Tswana way of 1ife they
too lived. In kesping with their gueen’'s new status, they said 3

poet of weer. Ho one noticed the ezpression of anguish thal had
crept into Life's face. The horedom of the daily round was almost

ine beer - brewers 1o her hushand io all the people mho called,

cxllapse. One gorning she seniioned her agonsy to the beer -

brewers : "1 think I have sade mistake, @arried live does 't suit

and they replied syampathetically ¢ "You are just geiting used ig
) i g g

1fferent life in Johannesburg.
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1t. After all

The neighbours went further. They were impressed by a @arriage

they thought could never succesd. They staried saying that one

never oughnt to judge 3 husan being mho =as both good and bad. and



Lesego  had  twrned & bad woman into & goed  waman  which  Was
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with & huge sigh of relief. The transistor  blared, the food
flowed again, the men and wosen reeled arocund dead drunk. Siaply

e ok o e

by their din they beat off all the unwanied guest sho oodded
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tc the vet’'s casp. One of the beer - brewers caw hiz ahd hurried

in &laram to her friend.
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*The hushand i

death to her. 5She told ene of the men she'd see his at six
O0'clock. At aboutl five o'clock Lesego drove intc the yard with
ihe calves. There wmas no one ismediately around to greeil hiam. He

jumped out of the truck and malked to one of the huils, pushing
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etill disiracied by
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for the night.

wife walked cut of the yard. Lesego had jusi settled the calves
when a neighbour walked in, he was very angry

tezego,  he said blunitly. ‘He told you not io sarry thal soaean.
I¥ you go to the yard of Raditholbolo now you 11l find her in  bed

with him. ©Go and see for vourssiT thati you say lsave that bad

wmalan .

he used for sizughiering catile, and slipped it into his shirti.
Then at his omn pace he malised to the yard of ERadithobolo. It
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partially oapen and one cigsed. He kicked open the door of  the
clozed hut and the sman @wiithin shouied oul in alars. O sesing
tecego he sprang cosering into a corner. btesego derked his  head

back imdicating that ths =man should 1lesave the roos. But
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Radithobole did not run far. He uwanted ic enio
pressed himself into the shadows of ihe rubber hedge. He ezpscted
the usual husband and wife scene — the irate hushand cursing  atl

i

the top of his veoice; the wife, hysterical in her lies and ssif -
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defence. {Only Lesego malked out of the yard
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‘hand & huge, blood - stained knife. 0On seeing the knife
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Very soon a wail arose. People clutched at their heads and began

running in all directions crying yo! yo! yo! in their shock. It

ome time before anyone thought of caliil

o]

g the police. They
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were so disordered because surder, outright and wvinlent, was a
most uncosacn and rare scourrence in village 1ife. It seesed that
only Lessgo kept cool that svening. He was sitiing guistly in his

yard when ithe whole police force came tearing in.
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fiim in horror and began to thoroughly upbraid h

unperturbed.

*You have taken a husan iife and you are cool like that!’ they sa

this. It's
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He did not hang by the neck. He kept the cool, head-above-uwater

indifferent lock, right up to the day of his trial. Then he

1g

locked wup at the judge and said calaly = “¥ell the truth abouti

lode

this matier is, I had just returned fros the cattle - posi. I ha:
fiad trouble with my calves that day. I came home late and being
thirsty, azked ay wife 1o make as tea. 5She said there ®was nao
sugar in the house and left to buy some. Hy neighbour Hathata
came in after this and said that sy wmife was not at the shops but
in the vard Of-Raditﬁﬁbﬁlﬁ- ée said I ought io go and sees  wmhat

2

she was doing in the yard of Radithcbole. I thought I would check
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up about the sugar first and in the kitchen I found a tin full of

it. I was sorry and surprised io see this. Then a
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fill my heart. I thoug
Radithobolo as Hathata said, 1
underciand a wite sho could e 5«A£@rr&§t,.,'

fesegoc had been doing this Tor years, passing judgesent on all
aspects of life in his straightforward, uncoaplicated wmay. The
judge, who was 3 wmhite san, and therefore not involved in Tswana
custom and iis debates, was as much impresced by Lesego’s manner
as all ihe viliage sen had been.

This ic 2 crime of passion, he said syapatheticaliy. So thers are
extenuating circusstances. But it is siill 2 seripus crims 1o
take a husan iife so I sentence you
imprisonssnt...’

Leseqo’s Triend, Sainans, =ho 2as io take care of his business

affairs while he was in jall, came to visit bLesego 51113 shaking
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hie hezad. Someihing mas eluding his aboul the =mhols business,

o
i
1
iy

[T

al

-
-
bd
i)
i
[N
.
&
™
s
T
14
1]
any

]

eqs to walk amay. You could have galked  awmay.

fowd

about ? You had

dre you trying io show us that rivers never cross here 7 There

are good women and good men but they seldos jJoin  their lives
together. It's aiways ihis sess and foolishness....’
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# sonrg by Jim Reeves was very papular at that tise = Tha

ol

Bhat Happens When Two Horlds Coolide. Hhen they were drunk, the

beer - brewing women used to sing it and start weeping . Bay

[
m

they had the lasi word on the whole afTair.
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It was one of the amost potent evils in the socisly and  peopls

- in — life.
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Everything in the sgciety wacs a sizture of centuries of acquired

wisdom and experience, s witchoraft belonged thers toos

times. Every single villager believes that at some stage in his
life ‘czomething’ got hold of himz: all his animals died and hi
tely sgashad up. They could give long and  wivid
accounts of what happened to them at this tize. The accounis werse
‘as solid as the reasons people give Tor belisving in God or Jesus
Lhrict, so that one cannot help but conclude that it a ahcle

Eely

IR

sgciety creates a belief in something, that something 1s 1
tc become real. Bul unlike Christianity which propocsed the beiief
in & tender and serciful aaﬁ eager to cosmfort and care Tor man,
there wmas nothing pigasanit in this “dark thing” in village iife.

It was entirely s force of destruction which people ezperisnced

at many lewels. 3Since in clden timec, the suprese power of
sorcery orF witchocraft was vested in the chiefs or rulers, it can

that neseded an abscluie control cover the people. Over the vyears
it had become dispersed throughout the whole society like a
lingering and @&alignant ailsent that was difficult to cure.
Foliticasl independence seemed to have aggravated the disease s@fe
than anything else because pecple now said: “Our old pea¢i¢ used

omsone ®ho is nol your relative. You

(1]

to =ay that vyou can’t kill

W
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know  what  you are going to take from your relative. But these

. z

dave they are killing everyone Trom jezlousy...

hic emplovment, when he sarried, when his children msrs Lorn, of

when he was taking & iong journey

arounc with the sark of the balol. so we don' it kEnow sho
Yery ofien I can be your frisnd and laugh angd Iocke siih youo

I see that your 1ife is piclEing up and your goods arg IROFBasSing.

co I go ts  the Tswana docior for medicipe o kK111 you  just

R v - - —_ - - X - I P R T s o oaw S B P i G
because I am jealous. HBhiis people are hetisr, They siaoht sufier
from lealovsy but they don’i know how io kKill peoples in this zay.
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day, some one ®ight approach me for four iezspoons of isa leaves,
which I lend to him becauss I think he is in nesd. IBuit he iakes

thece tex leaves straight to a Tswana doctor mho makes & medicine
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remember you gave s¢ and so four teaspoons of tea leaves 7 well,
he ig injuring your lite.® I¥ 1ife is like this, then all the
people are afraid of each ather. There is a iendency these days

faor people o disliks consuliing the

irpoubling people..’

To complicate matiers Further, pecple ofien used their oun
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resources and wisdom te explain ailmenis 1ik

be treated in 2 hospital., so thal everyihing in the end was
reduced ig witchorafi. #nd yet, ieptatively, one could concede

suffering
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ar even death on others
Ame - #Mabele belonged io that section of the village who

te cleariy @ I know I can be poiscned and SO

po

rationalised qu

.

tched. I don’t belisve in 1t.

fort

meet my end, but I cannct be bew

They were the offspring o

ies who had deeply eabraced

st

fTami

et

Christianity and who were regular church - goers ; when the.
haspital opened in the village, they had all their ailsments

attended +o there and did not need to consult the Tswana doctor.

-

£#11 this provided scse aental leverage to sort out the true from
the false in the everyday round of village life, but not imauniiy

to strange foras of assault.
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Of  all the people in her village ward, HMma-Mabele lived one of

2z

lives. 5She had been b
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the most unspectacul

necple had reaped a pariticularly rich harvesi of corn and she was

of food =ecesed desply woven inio her personaliiy. She =moved
around . the viilage guietly, never segeming Tiusisrsd or anzious

aboutl anything. Yhen ner parenis and grand psrenis zere  alive,

to find herself incapable of soving out io the langdgs for ihe

ploughing season, sz that their land lay fallow now wmith

-

to plough it. Her family was reducsd io her sisters

1lleqgitimate son, Banophi, hevself and her awn  illegitisais

. . s _ss . .
- the death of 21% the sldorly

child, WYirginiah. ¥Far a year aties
relatives, her sister Haggie had soved ouil into the village  and

ogffered +to do any chores village women sight need done Tor the

Over a nusber of years, after the birth of her child, Hsa-Habele
fiad acquired an unpleasant nickname in her surroundings. Bhe sas
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called “heman’ and it was asant to iaply that s
quite right with her genitals, they were gixed up, = coabination
of male and female. The rumour had been spread by a nuasbesr of aen

who had made approaches to her and whom she had turned down with

quiet finality : I don’t wanit to show eyself anyesore, ~ she'd
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nathing beyond ih
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man: hy whom s
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from men who boasted
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flabele also

i)

employer mh

Frecsces

darkness fTell they sat sutdosrs, their
sud wall of 2 hut, and kapoily poolisd

hacks
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Mma-fabele s lap. Hetween them they had & fortune, in terms  of
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Maggie nodded her consent. Corn or mabele
than halfT a bag of seslie sesal bheczuse shen the oorn =as

smoocthly pounded grain. This
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fe Faggie put the R 5.00 note

wistfully :"I¥ I can keesp ithi
mabing of our lives. Ferhnaps s

in her pocket

s iob, we'll soon see what #8  are
[ S S T - % — -
ame GV OLhge BONEY Can oz

porridge shen the small boy,
Fma-Mabele’'s head. A1 iast

=

adpprehensively, Hma-fabele r
per head  and mith suddenliy &
Bald patch. Her fingers rec

nearly

folded

corner and she Gent over and
itraces of ner cut hair. Thers

human being could have entered
unnlatched +the door from the i
aoment, she leaned one hand

-
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he reaarksd 8Ly rut

in the act of puiting & spoontul of

nophl, She Saic.

e said. “Thers’s sasocih

aised her hand ito ihe right side o7
rembling fTingers felt  ithe saooih,
ciled in aiara. Bur in & guick,
e =iood up and went io szasine

ut. The sligeping @ailsz mere n2ailly
£ with her clothes stood in anoiner
sgarched the bars sarth floor For

fued

was noihing. Ho

her hut at night: she

. , ) Cvs s ad s
against the earth wmall of the hut,
igre, i1 was only one thing  inat




could have touched her life - the baloi. On an impulse, to  rid

hercsel? af the hideous unknown pressncg that had invaded her 1ife
.

Aurine  tho Skt che waliocd hark $m her Sictor mhn =+311
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replied aggressiveliy. “fnd where ag I to get i1 7 He ars poor.
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seplained  the world of

failures

zame thing happensed with snakebits shich Lekenz also claimed

. e ot 7 s - s Ee . ple 3 e o
cure., Hma-fabele soried I DT FOr nErsEly - thers =mers
poisonouns  snakes  and sScorpions and  QONROInSOUsS  ones.  Lekena’

"It is true I am puzzled, Lskena’ she said. 1 have navaer seen
ihis thing befTore on ayself. By hair was truly out out like i

‘Thetre are no secrats here, Hila—Mabsle. Evervone kno¥s you nos

have a good job. Someons is jealous of you and =manis you io lose




it this, she compressed her lips again. HNo one else  had

experienced thal yexr of near starvalion behind herj at times she
frad stumbled arcund faint and dizzy =ith hunger. HBhatsysy slss

5o o k= riome TR S |- S W

happened, she =Zasn i going 1o loss hey job.

- 1 e b s T, S -
I 11 +throw ths bones for you' Lekena said  persuasively. i

pecauce ithey belisved that the very atiespi fo prosper in 1ifs
had broughi the affliction on them: they sSai like that uniil ithey

always began the same way. 5She m=ould see a saall, poinied yellow
light, which was Tollowed by indistinct black shapes that bubbled
in front of her with the liquid flow of water. Then she seeased

a high wind - stora and was dashed about
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and that. Bui more persisient was & sencation thal she was being

for the rest of the nighi, too atraid to slsep.
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midet of her work ai mid-scrning, a blowm struck her on the head.

held on io the house hold broos Tor support. S5he blinked her eyves
rapidly in the intensiity of her pain. I1 =as some somenis she

stood like that, compleisly isaschile, and the pain hanginag ihere
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until  en the ithird morning her employer found her  like  that,

did her employer to
A

oome hy. So made 3 syspaihetic arrangesent for fma—Habels io
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‘1T have & tervible pain in 2y head. Then she paussd

and he said I za
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errough; that is poor diet. I should try to sat s

The pain in my head might be caused by poor food.
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G _ - s e . . i TR cx
tekena bent his head in deep though, then he said : They 4
Fnow  everyihing fma-Fabele. I itold ryou your troubls
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the affliction. Once she realised this, ohe never asked for sick

teave again. The pain took precedence over sveryihing else she

experienced : someiimes it was like a blow in lhe head; soselimes
1t was i

ike a blow in the hearl — it moved from place to place.
Soon  her whole village ward noticed the struggle she was  wagding
with death. She became thinner 2nd thinner. 5She fook to leaving
very early for work, mould malk a litile way and then sit dowmn in
the pathway to rect. And she did the same on returning home  in

the evening.

Towards the end of thal year her esmployer and family went away on
a month's holiday. he strain to keep her 3lob had reduced Hma-
flabele to a thin skeleton. She seemed aboutl to dieg. She lay down

in her thut like one stumned and dead for many days. dJdus Hhen

everyone erpected news of ber death, she suddenly recovered and

o

began to eat voraciously and recover her heallh. She was  soon
seen aboul! the willage at the daily lask of drawming wmatler and her

T oyou oaren’t sick any

iy

friends wmould stop her and query @7 Homw iz
more, Mma-HMabele 7 Bid you Tind 2 special Tswana doctar o help

youw, like the rich people 77

LR

ind che would reply angrily : You 2ll make s sick! Toere is no

copid aot  sit douwn

oo

agne  to help the people, anot even Bod.

i

becauce I am itoo poor and there is no one  sise o feed &y

children.
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It iz lomely at the lands shere the people go ic  plough. These
iands are vast clearings in the bush, and ithe wild bush is lonely

toc. Hearly all the lands are within walking distance frosm the
lvillage. In sose paris of the bush where the underground water is
very near the surface, people made little rest camps Tor
themselves and dug shallow wmells to gquench their thirst while on
their journey to iheir auin jands. They experienced all kinds of
thingse once they left the villzge. They could rest at shady
watering places full of lush, tangied trees wiih delicate pale -
gold and purple wild fTlowers springing up beiween sofi green goss

1d figs and any berries
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and ine chiildren couid hunt around for v
that might be in ssascn. Bul from 19538, a seven year drought fell

upon the land and even ithe watering places began to  look as
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of drought, the suasmer had become an anguish te live through. The

that 1t burned the skin. Ho one
Fnew what to do fo sscape the heat and tragedy was in
the beginning of tha
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b
o
m
o,

i

af the peopile had lived off craps. but for tmo ysars past



had #ll returned Trom  the lands with only their rolled - up skin
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The family

garly for the lands. They had a donkey carti and piled sverything

4

af rain, the man, Ramadi, and the ivo women, clearved the land ¢

t ploughing area w=mith this
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thorn  bush and ihen hedge

he Tuture crop frosm the goats  they
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had brought along fo ared out and deepened the old

=

&
well with i1is pool of suddy =mater and still in this light, aisty
rain, Ramadi inspanned two cxen and turned the earth over with a2

hand plough.
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who  lived

krew in their hearts that only & hair’'s

rain fali.
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They stirred 5 1little as a group of people siowly appr

the two old asn notsd i

iy

movement of the group was dus io the fact that they

marn in their midst, He mas wvery tall and wmaliked =11tk his  hands

stiffly at his sides, independsni of aid fros his comg

fie walked awkwardly with loud, heavy paced fTooisisos,

L"J.
ol
fory
i

roached

hat the slow
had a hblind

feet too high off ithe ground sach time. He slared zhead of hin

with wide open, astonished brown syes that zaw mothin
row  angé ithen he brokes inio 3 angelic, white ioothed

blind man’s companions wers all women and they soried

gui  inte various groups as they sat down on the ground. & young

and good looking woman together wiih an old soman who  had  her

and & group of four women huddled together on his lef

P

4o old sen  looked at this siranage gathering of

t =ide. The

peopies  with

interest and could make nothing of what their probles could be

b

o
213

ot it loocked iike being an inieresting ¥u

and whispered fog Thatlayvarona 3

“Yomen are always poking at each cther but I wonder

have tried to kill the old anther 77

- -
ielapile

who could

Thatayarona chuckled with delight. He already isagined hs wvolce

booming over the asseasbly with witty observations.

old chief arrived in his van and sade sira

number of old men like kelapile and Thatayrarona, szho

ust then the

t for the kgotla. A

ASEESSGrs, alsoc  appeared and setiled themselves on siosls nsar
him. The chisef, who thesss days aorsally prepared hisseitT ioc doze



when proceedings bored him, alsc looked at the gathering with

Pl

interest.

ieve this case comes from Boo-ra - eere mard,” he  Began

ot

‘I be
priskly. "I have received a report aboul it fros headsan Serekeie

who sarys 1t has so sany complications, he just dops #not knowe

I am ° the good locking young moman sald gquietly.

Speak then, let us hear mhat you have io say.’
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"It was four years ago that sy husband here, Bobosamang,

Bulawaye to atiend at the school for the blind. I wmas a helper at
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village and pecple here have no love or resgect for a2 foregin

person. ¥y name is Hose but I hear ayself referred io as * that

bt

Sindebels woman®. It was not long after we arvived that hegan
to cee that people had poisoned ay husband against se. Their
words to him were that I was taking lovers behind his back and
not a day passed when he was not guarrelling with me about this

matter. #hat doss it help to say :"The words of those people are

not the truth. ® He cannot see and is dependent on all the posion

which is poured intc his sars by others. For ithres vears I have



lived in misery and

no more. @ thouahi :
.

the day came when I could stand this strife

1g &y back
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rested there Tor ihres sonibs to setile sy sind. On sy return 1

had been recenily bereaved of her own husband and had made haste
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@oney ang Woridly go

demands that the smon

2y anid goods be returned. For sosms davs she

A A ool = S 1 TP T -4 o B E o e e e I R,

HEOpQYerIaxTivye nNOGs T N 18T ang nls aSsessdrs Jresied ihls
zimple and siraighiformard statement from the wosan Bose, but it
was eesential 1o bring outl all the poinis of the case before  any

commeni couid he smade

‘We have  heard vyou

s+ FHose,  the chief said, already deesply

involved in the affair. He shifted his attention to the old moman

with  the heavily bandage

fave to say .-

o ome,

el}l ue soitner what you
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very 111 for a fou Iin

FUN ARay in-a dead i he
was fTinished and donse for, bui no, ho siood

mithout ane word 1o a2, he maliked out of the yard and returned a
day later thai asoswagadi =mosan here, TIsielsa. I mas  very
cshocked and atraid,. 1 approached &y son secreily and §:15§ H
BSobopsamang, you cannel bring a moswagadi into the yard. You kEnow

i







‘Gobozamang,  the chief said, with & surprised expression. "Tell

us  if ail these ithings thal have so Tar besn said aboul you  are
- .

the truth.’

The blind man seemed 1o be ithoroughly enjoring his predicasent.

That angelic white icothed smile 1it un his Fac

Phac angeizo Bhiile Tooingd S&HILEe L1171 U fis Tale.
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fee, we are the peoaple of Forule ward,” one of the wmomen Spoke

up. And we have accompBanied our child Tsieiso hers to ses ihat
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they would start life together. e were surprised io find her
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Teiwiso, & tall, thin woman with & loud and vigovous voice looked

at the ground wiih an offended alr as she began Lo speEak

.

‘I was minding @y own business, @ind you, when bobosasang  came

weeping inic my yard., “Tsieiso,” he sald. “You are ihe only ong
, s i e a

who canr undersiand my pain as you have only recently lost sossone

you love. #Hy mife is gonz and dead by now. I shall never ses her

- i n P o e E - s o
i S&10 : RS amang, Yo rnod a year O7 ZOUrning &|us T pass
before I can be ¢leansed and take anocther san. I a; oot
PRy S P P cnifd =90k many Aaeanle houe hEabosn cuodom and
available. Rt e Saldo odn #any DpEoRie nave GroFen usiosm ang

no harm has come i1 ihes. ¥e don't believe such thinos any aore.

I know that as & fact itoo, ithai people have broken the
aobserving mosmwagadi and iived. The irouble with Dobosaesang 1s

that he appeals ito the heart. He is iike 3 small child sho  aust

e cared
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The terrible blind man still emiled @' We have eaten all of 11,
he cxid.
‘Teietso Tforgeis thai she has fTour children and how pere we  Io

us get back te the point made by bGobosamang ' s wife, Hose, about
LR = T4 et 1 O nRoGar 3= 1% fias =i ITLCE o T eyt
1831l0UsY . it HOWiId appear as 17 fias BiSunaerswood
OurE ciustome There i i hairod FoF Troroi LT Y rrtmeedt t B

3 = %S . H e 1S i et TO! ToreEigqners. AnnEoia ine

11 kEnowmn fTrom fimes past that a noman

far off place has mors aliraction ithan the woeman who 1s known and

&t hand everyday. de can see ine course of svenis here.

fhe menr found viriuse 1in  the foreigner and ihey mere sver
. . e . i A -5 e s crr_
commenting about 1i. This drove the somen wild. They said z "Hell

ncw. uwhat has Gobosamang s mife gbt that se haven it oot
they decided tc polison this happy marriage becsuse they wmerse wild
@ith  iealousy. 11t was wrong of Dobosamang to lisien  io

poison but then he appears & senseless man. That i1s &y poini.
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Hot to be cutdone in saking goo

on the heels of his friend with his own gbservations :
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e cee another side of the old story

profound air of wisdos, “The Torsfathers saig @ Jealousy siaris
fTrom the sve.” Today we have seen 1t is

and yet he # man wiihh sense
wourld merely ogbserve on being told all thess sitoriss : 1
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Gobosamang "¢ mother would 1ike herself fo be kEnown as 3z s3int,
she caid. “Bui zhe has 3 venogous fopgue. There @as only sisery

there all the fime
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I was doing as ihere =mas only hatred beismsen us...

by

It was now time for the chief ito pass judgesent on the case. He

beni his head angd spoke as though he had considered all  aszecis

gT the saiier at hand




Teipteo ', he zaid. The court well underctands the complications

af this case, but you have caused ihe cold mother pain. 5She has

now on you ars io live in

ke crazy blind @an loocksd a iittle irou

"I have no wmay in mbhich I can repay Tsieiso the wmoney 1 am

ordered to pay,.’ e said * I hawve soithing.’
Thre was a brisf silence. Everyones knew that mas uliisately ths
cruz of ithe case znd it might never be resglived. Then, in  ihe

I can get a iob in an office somewhere hecauss I know how io do

PR - T & T . - L P - £ . - -, v - - ¥ .
booklkeeping. IT Tsielszo does not aind, we can then pay back the

money owing to her, Bil by bii.

The whole aeseably mursured 1ts approvael of this noble gesture
and the court began to dispsrss as it was already near the lunch
- hour. Thatayarona and Kelapile shutfled amway togsther. Az ihey

"I have seen & wonder ioday, Thatavarona, he ohserved at  lasti.

e cindebele moman fills se with wonder. You knom very wsell
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that we can never seitl

tmpossible from the stari. The forefathers wmere right when they
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[

e T

310



The Wind and a Hoy

drowned all the wild ratbb:z
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home  armfuls of dead animals for their families to feast on for
many davs. &part from that, ihe boys lived very much s they

Mow and then, af a single Tamily could Zaptivate
the ltmaginaiion znd hesris of all the people of their

smxll bundle from the hospital, a bundls his grandsciher nursed

child che will ever nurse. Sejosenye is old now ang =i1ll die on

ays: the child 1s a giTt to kesg her heari warm.
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left home. BF all her children, only
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unmarried and friedsan was the resullt of
nad irdulged in, in a toen a hundred amiles away where she had a
ich as & typist. She wanted to return 1o her dJob alacst

anded the child over to her mother and that
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was that; she could afford toc forget him as he had a rea
now. During all the time that Sejosenye haunted the hospital,

awxiting her bundle, a friendly foreign doctor named Fridsan took

& Tancy to her maternzl, agrandmctherly wavs. He sads a habit of



walking out hie path to talk fo her. 8he never forgot it and

receiving her bundle she callisd the baby, Friedman.

(1]

They smiled

silently and gravely beside 2 wery tall grandsoiberi uh

granamcther went, thare sent . Host wopen To
phase of the restless, troublesoss toddler tadicuss  ih
the itoddler onlo one of thelr younger girls and wers

weddings snd visiis on ih

"8h, he’'s no trouble, 7 Seicsenye would reply.
They ©pegan 1o laugh at his third phase. #lsosi over

turned into
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ArgE. Qrave Byes.
and when he teased, or was up toc aischief, he moved hi

his long thin neck Ffrom side to side like a cobra. It w

became ithe king of kings of a2ll the bovs in his arsag
turn  his hend 1o anyihing and mads ihe beci wire cars @

G

;
&% i wiho
i - ey
e CouiQ
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1th their

decicsive, and for his age he wmas a boy who knes his  owmn

They laughed at hiz knowingness and ceriainty on all things,

he was like the grandasother sho had had a Tlasing youth
oun too. Sejosenye had scandalized the whole willags in
of good morals by leaving her own village mard 1o live
martried é&n in Ga-Sefete — Holeeo sard. She had =on hias

wife and zarried his angd then live:s



only natural QUEENS  Caf. Evern in  old age, che was etiil
impressive..ShE sailed through the village, hea
a quiei, xlmast expressioniess face., She had develioped  largs
buttocks as time went by and they announced their presence Tirmiy
in rhytha with her walk.

another of Sejosenye’s certainiies was that she was a zoman  zho
could plough, bui it was like a special gifti. Each sesason, 1in

drought or hail or sun, she resoved herself io her lands. 5he not

s

only ploughed but nursed

that even in droughi years with their scaniy rain, she case home

with csome crops. 5Sne was the envy of

ploughs and then sits down for sany sonths and enioys the fruiis
af her labour.’
Yhe women also envied her beawiiful grandson. Thers was somelhing

phace, they forgave him crimes other boys received a2 sound
thrashing for. The small hoys were terrible thieves sho harassed

oney. 1t was all a part of the

[~8
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pecple by stealing their Tood an
games they played but ones which people did not iika. gf thea all,
Friedman was the morst thief, so that his name was sentioned

more and @&ore in any ithieving that had besn uncovere



"But Friedman showed us how to open the window with & knife and
string,  the sobbing, lashed hoys would protest.

‘Friedman isn’t as bhad as vyou,  the pa?enté would reply,
irrationally. They wers hypnoliised by z beauiiful orsature. The
boy Friedman, who had becose a real nuisance by then, also malked
around as though he mere special. He couldn’t possibly ke a thiet
and he added an aloof. offended, disdainful Expfgssisn t¢  his
pretty face. He masn’t 3ust an ordinary sort of boy in Ga-Sefets

-

- Pflolemo ward. He ®2S..:.

it happened, guite accidenitally, thalt his grandsciher told him

dreaming by herself but she liked to sing the boy a liiile song
raw and then as they sat by the outdoor Tire. @ 1ol of thes were

church songs and rather sad; ihey aseore of less passed as her bed

- time praver at night — she =as one of the old church — gosrs.

FMow and then she added a guaint litile song to her reperioire and
ac the night time, fire lights Tlames Tlickered heilzesn thea, sihe
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never Tailed to nots :

¥ Song
received by the boy. & litile light would awaken in his eyes and

he would bend formard and listen atlentively.

‘Yelcome, Robinson Crusaoe, welcoss.” she would sing, in clear,

4

sweet tones. ° How could you stay, so long away. Hobinson hows

.

could you do soc 7 -

When <che =as very young, Sejossaye had attesded the sissisn
school of the village for azbout a ysar:; mads 2 slight

o
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acquaintance with the ABC and one, two, three, four, five, and

context amemory of her school - days. Ong evening
forward and asked :
"Is  that special praise-poem song Tor  Robinson LDrusocs,

lied smiling.
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It appears thal the pEOELle liked Robinson

gbserved. "Did he do great things Tor them 7
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Rohinscn

*Favhaps

to be soii
into the bush by purselves because we knog it is  dangerocus.
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one day, Hobinson suddenly appeared in their sidst  and
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people could see that he had a great thing on his sind. They ail.
gathered around him. He said :"I have killed an elesphant for all
the people.” The people were surprissd : “Robinson?!® they =said.

"It impossible! how did you do it? The very thought of an




said 3"Ah, Fepole, I saw a terrible sight! I was standing at the

touched the sky and his sars spread out like areat sings. He uwas
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angry but I only looksd intc one eye wmhich =as lurnin
vound in anger. Hhai io do now T I thought 1t betisr io put that
eve out. I raised my spear and thres it at the angry sye. Peopls!
It went right inside. Elephant said not a word and he fell io one

Then fhe wogen

side. Come I
cried in ioy :PLon-loo-lioo' 7 ihey ran ito felch their containers
as  some gantisd  the szat of the slephant; somg sanisd ihe Tati.

he men sads

things from the skin and bones. There mas sosething for all the

pecple in ih Lruses did.’

[

411 this =hiis, as he listenesd to the story, the boy's sves had
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he drew in a3 1ong

‘Greandmother,’ he whispered, adroiily sispping into the rols of
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going away that

Although his image of Robinson Crusne, the great hunter, w®was
never to grow beyond his everyday boyish activities of pushing

imbing irees

bt

wire cars, huniing in the Tields for wild rabbits, ¢
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to pull down old bird’s nests and yelling out in alarm to  find
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against the wind with ihe spoils of his latest

churning up the dust in deadly hand o hand cosbal wiih an ensay,

12 was Cressing  swollen rivers and wild jungles as ihe  great

o

messenger and ambassador of the chief - all his acitiviities =ers
touchingly in aid of or in defence of, ihe pecpis. One day

Fridman ezpressed this awakened coepassion for iife in a2 sirange

themselves of these pests. Sejossnye ordersd Friedsan io kEill the
B1CE.

‘But grandmother,’ he protested. “They have fome to us 7or
shelter. ?he? loet all their homes in the siorm. It's betier that

I put thes in 3 box and cCarvyy thes oul inioc ithe Tields again once

Life and its responsibilities began to weigh down heavily on
Friedman as he approached hiz fourteenth year. Less  time was
spent in boyish activities. He grew sore and aére devoted to his
grandmother and concerned to assist her in every way. He wanted a
bicyle so that he might run up and doun toc the shops fTor  her,

deliver aessages, or do any other chore she aight have in a&ind.

His mother, who worked in a town far away, sent his the asoney to
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purchase 1the bicycle. The gift brought ihe story of  his

abruptly ioc &2 clgse.
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Towards the beginnin

grandmcther to her lands shich wers some imenty siles ouisid

life

village. They souwsed sesd itogether after the hired fracior  had

turned up the land but the boy’'s sain chors was io  keesp  the

household pot filled with ssat. sometimes they ais hirds Frisds
B

had trapped, =omeiises they ate fried ioricise seat aor
rabbity but there was always soseihing as the bush sbounded

animal life. Seiocsenys only had to itake z hag of sealis

the plowghing season, she began to run out of swugar, tea
1

mill,

‘Friedman,” she said that evening. I shall wmake you

s

tomorrow  morning. Tou will have to take ihe bicoycie inte  the

willage and first made his way lo Ga —~ Sefeta - Holeao =ard

-

the yard of a friend of his grand sother, who gave his a ©

tea and a plate of porridge. Then he put one Toot on the b3
and turned to smile at the moman with his beautiful gazells
Hiz =miie -waﬁ to linger vividly before her fTor smany days

short while later, hard pounding feet came running into her

to report that Frisdman was dead.
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He pushed the hicycle through the winding, sandy pathway of the
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village ward, veachsd ithe higi

peddled vigorousiy up 1t and oul of the corner of his eye,. sSaw &

small green truck sgeeding iowards him. In
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caught him on the fronl busber, s=sguashed the bicycle and dragges
the boy along at a crazy speed for another hundred yards, droppsd

him and carsered on anoiher iweniy yards befors coming io a hal

matter-gf-fact vwoice of the policesan announce the desth,  then
they heard Seicsenye say piitsousliy @ "Zan’i you rFeiurn ithose

She turned away from them, either to collect her =its or the few
possecsions  she had brought =ith her.  Her feet and butiocks
gquiversd anxiously as she stumbied towards her hut. Then her feet
tripped her up and she fell to the ground like a stunned log.

The people of Ga - Sefeie — Holeso wmard buried the hoy Friedman
but none of them would go near the haspital where Ssicsenye lay.
The stories hfaught to thes by way of the nurses w=ere too

for words. They said

n
pee

terrible

he old woman- sang and laughed and



talked to herself &ll the time. 5S¢ they merely asked each other:’

Have you been to see Hama-Ssiosenye 77 I'm afriad I canmoi. It

would kill my heart.” Tuo sesks fater, they burisd her.

road or lay down and iook their atiernoon naps  thers. The
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that the driver of the iruck had neither brakes on his car nor a2

driving licence. He helonged io the new, rich civil - =servant

lass  whose salaries bhad becoms Tantastically high  since

A

independence. They had io have Zars in keeping sith  their new

"

announced thesselves to the village. It looked like being an ualy
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Snapshotes of & wedding

Hedding days always started at the haunting, aagical hour of
garly dawn when there mas only & pale orack of light on the
horizon. For those sho mere awake, 11 iook the esarih hours o

in shimmering waves like wmater and even the Torms of the people

=]
=
-
wly
£
=
%
b
m
-
-
e
(e
i1l
)
it
e
B
e
fud
w
]
Lt
ol
o
r’-
i
17}

watlery forms. In the dim 1

peered closely at the disiorisd Tiuid forms that approachsd, 1o

the ox, who was a rather stupid fellow and vnasare of his sudden

and impending end as meat for ithe wedding feast, bellowed

casually his early morning vawn. At this, the beautitel wiulating

T ti 30 T 3l o 1lpd muoyr ‘ti’- 21F Liy G2 T E Runbbliinn
o7 1he QCaen TSR a2nd SHeLl8d OVer € ALY LIFRE #aler DFUDEL1IngG

rapidly and melodiously over the sisones of a3 ciear, sparkling

i

stream. In beiwesn ulvlating all the while, tihe women began io

weave about the yard in the wmedding dance; now and then they bent

P

aover and shook their butiocks in the air. As they handed over ihe

0%, one of the bridegroos’s relatives joked :

‘This 1is going to he a sodern wedding.” He aeant that a2 lot of
the traditional courtesies had been left out of ihe planning for

the wedding day: oo one had heen awake all night preparing
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giphiri or the traditional wedding breakfast of pounded meat and

samps the bridegrocm sald he had no church and did not care about

such ihings; the bride was six sonihs pregrani and showing 1%, =0
there wmas just going 0 be a quick marriage cereaony at  the
police caso.

‘Oh, we all have our own m®ays, ong of the bride’s selatives

ghenever there mas a medding the talk and gossip thai precsded it

Was
and
zmiled io herself or smhen she greeted i1t was like an insuli;  she

stretched her hand oui, pales ouitspread. swung 1t dosn  laughing

"

with a gesiure that plainly said 2 '0h, that’'s you! dnily her

pomed begused by her education . At her osn hose Neo mas
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nxited on  hand and foot. Outside her home nasty remarks =ere

passed. Feople bitterly disliked conceit and pride.
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proposed marriage itn Heos; and  for

grier io pay a
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merely sSmiled too. Diris ig  ihe

‘He is

BANnEers,

By human
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s they =111 both asi oood iohs and bs
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She was a very preity girld mith black eyes

go throwgh

madame ways. aAnd yet, it didn 't pay 3 man th
closely into his neari. They 311 wantsd as w3
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a chair with his arms spread out across iis

sideuways and siare at =hat sesaed io be an
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he frequently slept at the home of Heo.
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“Well aunit,” she said; w»ith the Tamiliar carelsss  disrespec
which went with her so - called, sducated status. "Hill you aake

e some tea 7 fnd how s things 7

“You may not know 1t, =y girl, - buit you are hated by everyone

arcund here. The debaie we have geing is whether z nice young aan

like Kegoletile should sarry bad — sannered rubbish liks you. He

would be far betier off if he married a giri iike Hathata, ubo

[y

thowgh uneducated, still treais peopis with respeci.

received sade her stare Tor 2 terrified

-y
bud

The shock the silly gis

aoment at her aunt. Then she stood up and ran out of the house.
it wiped the superior saile off her face and hrought her down a

2 marriage could fake place.
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in spite of this, her own reiatives still disliked her and righ

s

up to the day of the wedding they meres still debaiing whether Ne

2

was a sulilable wife Tor any man. Mo one would have guessed 1t

though with all the dancing, ululating and happiness expressed in

the vyard and

in

treams of guests gaily uwlulated theaselves along
the pathsays with medding gifis precaricusly balanced on their

.

425 s maternal aunis, all sedaiely decked upg in  shawlis,
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sat in & select group by themselves in & corner of the yard. They
sat on the bpare ground wiih their legs sireiched oul beforse them

they approached the yard at sunsei. 5o they sat the wmhole day

with =111, ezpressionisss faces, waiting to fuifill this ancient
rite.

Equally =111l and expressionless mere the faces of the long

column of womes, Hegoiseiile's maierpnal aunts, =ho appeared

yard bBbecame wery silent =hile sach group made iis reporti.

and a
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Has 211 gone gell 77
“We have no compiaini,’ the opposite party replied.

‘We have come to ask for wmater,” Kegoleiil

i

‘s side said, seaning
that from times past ths bride was supposed to carry mater at her
in law’'s home.

"It is agreed to’, the opposite party replied.

Meo’'s maternal aunis ithen turned to the bridegroos and counselled

him. * "Son you aust plough and supply us with corn 2ach year.
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Thern Kegoletile's maternal aunts turned 1o the bride and

3 ' o

counsellise ey 3 Baughier, you aust carrvy gater Tor your

oo _ . e e et BT e ameen o
The forsalities over, 11 mwas nog time Tor Hegolsiile's salsensl

T E: -2 — o o o E 5 = g - S, o g = I - "
aunts to geil up, ziuiate and seave and danoe shouid the  vyard.
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hoe. It was all only a Torsmality. Meo sould never be the Rind o

wife who ment to the lands to plough. Dhe already had s well paid

job in an office as a secrelary. §Following on this another old

bumped 1into each other and toppled over.
roared with laughter. H=o, w#mho had all this time been stif

immobile, and rigid, hkeni Torward and her shoulders shook sith

laughter.



like ululating of thes somen seemed
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croud, a meo@man of sajestic, vegal
bride. It was ithe aunl mho had =sc

and modern  ways. She dropped fo
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time and isaching at one
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of the primary schools. Hrs

de

as one became acguainied mith her, she 'd start to talk aboui the

great tragedy in her life. Apparenily, her hushkand had Ieft her a

ner by his brothers and sa she was forced to seek expioyment 1in
ner old aqge when she should have been resiing {(she wmnas sixty
¥ears old}. She could stand Tor about an hour and outiine details
of the court case she had had with her brothers—in—law, and then

tare gquielly into the distance and comment 271 lost it becausse
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in this society. GShe did it
pinned wme down and sade me lisien to the story, sg ithat 1
developed an anxiety to avoid her. It was iapossible to say =
‘Ezcuse ae, 1 havé to hurry soameshere’ — she was too regal  and

commanded atiention once she had started talking.

One day., withoutl any change of expression, she said to e @ "You

r

must come to the baptisaal party for my grandchild. it'’s on

ki sorbed,

s

Sunday. Perhaps she didn't sean i1i, she was lust s2if a
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but  her expression implied that the baptiemal party was sad  too

] - P
T

like everything =lse. She also gave me directions tc her home @

live near ihe church. Jdusi gei near ihe church, then ask anyone
in the survoundings where { live. They will show you sy vard...’

9o that was what I did, used the church as a guide - mark and
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looking around, confused. Thousands of 1ittle
footpaths spread out all round it iowards thousands of yards, all

with the same look. Yhere did I go from here 7 Suddeniy alo
N rd
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fooipath on which I was standing, a wosan came walking towards
me. She was walking rather rapidly and in a peculier way with ihe
wide, swaying Toolsieps of a drunk. She only cared aboutl her selv
:ecause  she was  iooking at nothign and she would have walked

-

right pasi me nad I netl said, with some desperation = "Flease, do
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you know the yar:

She stopped abruptly in the sildst of her wide, swzaying wWalk,

turned around and loocked directly at ee.

.

iy do vou wmanit to know zhere Hrs. Saleboge lives 77 she asked.

‘Bhe invited wme to the baptismal party of her grandchild,” I
replied wuneasily. There mas something wrong with the woman and

she frightened me a iittle. To my surprise, she gasped and broke

[}

nto a very Triendly ssils.

‘How can Mrs Haleboge do this !° she exclaised. °I a=s going 1o
the party too! Coase, 1 11 take you toc her home. It’'s just

arocund the corner.’
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at cettled me a little and I was enchanted by the way she had

had her mind eniirely set on going somewhs and now had
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her mind entirely s&i on going io FArs. Halebooe's pariy. 5
a light chiffon scarf sound arcund her head and she  suddeniy

wrenched 1t off and began swinging it to and fro with the rhytha

is no  water
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out transiated in a figurative way asant that at the time she was

porn,  ihe marriage between her parenis had peen very

dhen we entered the yvarg of Hrs Haleboge, there were guiie 3

number aof guesis assesbhied already. The old woman wmalked siraight
towards us, leooking brighier and brisker than usual and taking me

by the arm she said @ “Special guesis must enter the hut and be

really old TFriends, with a dialogue, and as soon as  we  wmere
seated, Gaenametse picked up the dialogue at the exact point at

which 11 had been lefi oft uwnen they last met.

ie ‘s gone io her again!’ she burst out. "1 am at ay wit's end,

fo @y tmcband has reached the over — limit

=tz T panpnt nart fros Biom,
SLexge. 1 CannDy farvri Tros Nlf.
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Mre. WMaleboge walked me & little way home and her Tinal comment
o the eveni was :

"Gaenametse has & very bad husband. He is off from wmoman  io
woman, bui we are pryaing aboul the ﬁ&iié%.' and =he stared
guietly and sadly ints ihe She did not have io add that
women arg juct dogs in this socisiy. I beliswved her by then.

Zix monihs later Gasnaseise walked slowly down ithe road past &y
home; . at least I saw sosscne I veguel% Fecognicad. She had
gichanged the lovely light chiefton scart for the white cotton
gerchiet worn by frs Halebhoge and wound 1t unhezgﬁingiy‘ around
her head so that only her eyecs pespsd sul beneath 1i. & shawl was
about her showlders and her dress reached 1o the ankles. She had
a piece of white crochet sork in her nand and wmorked the crochet

needle up and doun

and

recognised me aore readily than I recognised her. She  turned
around with that svdden, impulisive movement and Triendly samile.
‘Gn’, she =aid.’ So ihis is where you live.' and she turned in
her path and walked siraighi up to my door.

I made tea, puzzied 3ll ithe while. I just could not sse the wild
and  beautiful wmoman of that Sunday. She soon informed @e about
thic chameleon — like change of perscnality.

‘I am divorced from ey husband,” she =aid, with a complacent

I'm sorry to hear that, ‘I said,
o me. I could sees that she did not

thinking that that was

ed

ez [

pe



‘Oh everything is going to be 211 right.’ she s=aid airily. 1

have need of nothing. #®y father 1efi me & lot of catties uwhen he

“It'es very said when such things happen, I said.

ald women like Hrs Haleboge are guiie happy. They sSiill

o

PR -

T was sg stariled by this that I burst gut @ "You don’t sar!.

She put on the sweei and secret smile of a momen who EndOws  auch
apout this side of life.

‘When you are gld, she said,. “that’s ihe time you make lave,

that is why they look so respeciable in the day iime.

Pk
iy

It was Just a bit beyond &y imaginalion - Hrs Haleboge and &
young boy! I shrugged ay choulders, lost. It pever occurred io me
either thal this mighl also be Gaenametse’s precccupation. Aftler
we had drunk tea I walked her a little way douwn the road, and as

I was returning to &y own home I was accosted by a ®moman

neighbour.



ehie demanded.

what are you doing with that one 7

the
“Don 't you ever knows mhat’s going on in this willage Y7 the

day and night for the

, : oz - sz . 3 2o
primitive scciety, &l the si C1eiy @as primiiliveE 1h feErizsin
- = - =11 P o g - - E e = e s - T~
respects - x11 prisitive sgcigiies have LOglr fholy fear T

sgutrce of death and danger to the surroundings in  general. o,
what harrified @e was the geasary of that Sunday; the wgide,
drunken swaying walk of exireme emctional distress; the tender
appexl two women had sade to Jesus for help and a2 sudden insight
intc the depih of wickedness of ithe unknown san. He aust wave

anticipated +this soccial reacliion io his wife and deliberaicly
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invoked the old tribal taboo to boost his image. How she ‘must
have c¢ringed and squirned, and atter the divorce tried to build
up an 1image of respect by dressing up like old Mrs. Maleboge! It
was 1mpossible to convey all this to the snickering village
gossip,. so I simply told her quite seriously, without Kknowing
anything definite about 1t, that whefe I came from the men
usually slept with the women when they were menstruating so it

was all right for me to talk to Gaenametse.

Shortly afterwards, 1 saw Geeametse 1in the central shopping area
of the village . She was dressed like Mrs. Maleboge but she was
off her beam again. Her walk was her own, wide, drunken, and
swaying. Soon I noticed that she was following a young man and a
young girl who were strolling casually down the dusty dirt road,
‘hand in hand. She caught up with the couple and with a swift
movenent planted herself firmly in their path. She looked at the
young man at the yound man with a terrilely ugly expression.
Since I could read i1t, he must have reah it too . It said
plainly:'so, I am only good enough to visit at night. I'd like to
stroll casualiy through the village with you, hand in hand. ‘'But
no word was exchanged. She turned abruptly and swayed her way off
into the distance. She was like that, a wild and wayward learner.
She must have decided there and then that Mrs Maleboge's tricks

were beyond her. She could not keep her emotions within bounds.

Her last 1mage was the final one T saw. A business matter forced
me to take a walk to a remote and far - flung part of the
Village. While on my way back a voice called out gaily : 'Hey,

what are you doing here ? I turned around and there was
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Gaenametse briskly sweeping a yard with a broom. She was still
dressed like Mrs Maleboge but she looked happy in a complacent:
kind of way, like the day she had walked down the road with her

crochet work.

‘Won't you come 1in for some tea?' she asked. 'I watched vyou

walking right to the end of the village and you must be thirsty.'

As we walked towards the single mud hut in the yard, &she lowered
her voice to a whisper :'I have a husband. We are not quite
married yet, but he is the priest of our church. He started the
church himself because he can heal people. I went to him when my
heart was troubled and so we found love. He is a very good man.

He's 1nside the house now studying the Bible.'

The man was seated on a low‘wooden stool. He was quite elderly,
with greying hair. He stood up as we entered and politely clasped
his hands to gether, exchanged greetings, and quietly went back
to his Bible study. We drank tea, talked, and then she walked

with me a little of the way home.

*You seem happy now,' I said. 'I cannot foreget how unhappy you

were that day at Mrs Maleboge's_barty.

She smiled, that sweetly secret smile of a woman who knows how to

sort out her love life.

I have all I need now,' she said.'I have a good man. I am his

mosadi - rra.'
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What does that mean ?' I asked.
It means I am the special one,' she said.

And” as I walked on alone I thought that the old days of polygamy
are gone and done with, but the men haven't yet accepted that the

women want them to be Monogamists.



The Collector of Treasures

The long term centrai state prison in the south was a whole day's
journey away from the villages of the nérthern part of the
country. They had left the village of Puleng at about nine that
morning and all day long the police truck droned as it sped
southwards on the wide, dusty cross - country track road. The
everyday world of ploughed fields, grazing cattle, and vast
expanses of bush and forest seemed indifferent to the hungry eyes
of the prisoner who gazed out at themn through the wire mesh
grating at the back of the police truck. At some point during the
journey, the prisoner seemed to strike at some ultimate source of
paip and loneliness within her being and, overcome by 1it. she
slowly crumpled forward in a wasted heap, oblivious to everything
but her pain. Sunset swept by, then dusk, then dafk and sti1ll the

truck droned on, impersonally, uncaring.

At first, faintly on the horizon, the orange glow of the city
lights of the new independence town of Gaborone, appeared like an
astonlishing phantom 1in the overwhelming darknéss of the bush,
until the truck struck tarred roads, neon ilights, ‘shopé and
cinemas, and made the bush a phantom amidst a blaze of light. All
this passed untimed, unwatched by the crumpled prisoner; she did
not stir as the truck finally droned to a halt outside theiprison
gates. The torchlight struck the side of her face 1like an

agonising blow. Thinking she was asleep, the policeman called out

briskly
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'You must awaken now. We have arrived.'

-

He struggled with the 1lock in the dark and pulled open the

grating. She crawled painfully forward, in silence.

Together, they walked up a short flight of stairs and waited a
while as the man tapped lightly, several times, on the heavy iron
prison door. The nightduty attendant opened the door a crack,
peered out and then opened the door a littie wider for them to
enter. He quietly and casually led the way to a small offiée,

looked at his colleague and asked :'What do we have here?’

‘It's the husband murder case from Puleng village,' the other

replied, handing over a file.

The attendant took the file and sat down at a table on which lay
open a large record book. In-a big, bold scrawl he recorded the
details : Dikeledi Mokopi, Charge : Man slaughter. Sentence

Life. A night - duty wardress appeared and led the prisoner away

to a side cubicle, where she was asked to undress.

‘Have you any money on you ?' the wardress queried, handing her a
plain, green cotton dress which was the prison wuniform. The
prisoner silently shook her head.

'So, you have killed your husband,l have you 7?7 ' the wardress
remarked, ‘with a flicker of humour. 'You ‘ll be 1in goqd company.
We have four other wmen here for the same crime. It's beconing
the fashion these days. Come with me,' and she led the way along
a corridor, turned left and stopped at an iron gate which she

opened with a key, waited for the prisoner to walk in ahead of
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her and then locked it with the key again. They entered a small,
immensely high - walled courtyard. On one side were toilets,
showers, and ' a cupboérd. On the other, an enpty concrete
quadfangle. The wardress walked to the cupboard, unlocked it and
took out a thick roll of clean smelling blankets which she handed
to the prisoner. At the lower end of the walled courtyard was a
heavy iron door which led to the cell. The wardress walked up to
this door; banged on it loudly and called out : 'I say, will you

women 1in there light your candle 7'

A voice within called out : 'All right,' and they could hear the
scratch scratch of a match. The wardress égain inserted a key,
opened the door and watched for a while as the prisoner spread
out her blankets on the floor. The four women prisoners already

contined in the cell sat up briefly, and stared silently at their

new companion. As the door was locked, they all greeted her
quietly and one of the women asked : 'Where do you come from ?'
"Puleng'. the newcomer replied, and seemingly satisfied with

that, the light as blown out and the women lay down to continue
their interrupted sleep. And as though she had reached the end of
her destination, the new prisoner too fell into a deep sleep as

soon as she had pulled her blankets about her.

The . breakfast gong sounded at six the next morning. The women
stirred themselves for their daily routine. They stood up, shook
out their blankets andvrolled them up into neat bundles. The day
- duty wardress rattled the key in the lock and let them out into

the small concrete courtyard so that they could perform their
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morning toillet. Then, with a loud clatter of pails and plates,
two male prisoners appeared at the gate with breakfast. The men
handed each woman a plate of porridge and a mug of black téa and
they settled themselves on the concrete floor to eat. They turned
and looked at their new companion and one of the women, a

spokesman for the group said kindly

'You shoul take care. The tea has no sugar in it. What we usually

do 1s scoop the sugar off the porridge and put it into the tea.'

The woman, Dikeldi, looked up and smiled; She had experienced
such terror during the awaiting trial period that she looked
more like a skeleton than a human being. Th skin creaked tautly
over her cheeks. The other woman smiled, but after her an
fashion. Her face permanently wore a look of cynical, whimsical
humour. She had a full, plump figure. She introduced herself and
her companies : 'My name is Kebonye. Then that's Otsetswe,

Galeboe, and Monwana. What may your name be?'
'Dikeldi Mokopi.'

How 1s 1t that you have such a tragic name,' Kebonye observed.

'Why did your parents have to name you tears. 7'’

My father passed away at that time and it i1s my mother's tears
that I am named afteé, ' Dikeledi said, then added : She herself
passed away six years later and I was brought up by my uncle.’

Kebonye shook her head sympathetically, slowly raising a spoonful

of porridge to her mouth. That swallowed, she asked next.

And what may your crime be ?°'
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‘I have killed my husband.’

'We are all here for the same crime, Kebonye said, then with her
cynical smile asked : ‘Do you feel any sorrow about the crime 7'
'Not really', the other woman replied.

'How did you kill him ?°

*

T cut of all his special parts with a knife,' Dikeledi said.

'I did 1t with a razor,' Keonye said. She sighed and added ' : I

have had a troubled life.

A little silence followed while they all busied themselves with
their food, then Kebonye continued musingly

'Our men do not think that we need tenderness and care. You know,
ny husband used to kick me between the legs when he wanted that.
I once aborted with a child, due to this treatment. I could see
that there was no way to appeal to him 1f I fel£ 111, so I once
salid to him that 1f he liked he could keep some other woman as
well because I couldn't manage to satisfy all his needs. Well, he
as an education - officer and each year he used to suspend about
seventeen male teachers for making school girls pregnant, but he
used to do the same. The last time it happened the parents of the
girl were very angry and came to report the matter to me. I told
them. : 'You leave it to me. I have seen enough." And so I killed

him.'
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They sat 1n silence and completed their meal, then they took
their plétes and cups to rinse them in the wash room. The
wardress produced some pails and a broom. Theif sleeping quarters
had to be flushed out with water; there was not a speck of dirt
anywhere, but that was prison routine. All that was left was an
inspection by the director of the prison. Here again Kebonye

turned to the. newcomer and warned

You must be careful when the chief comes to inspect. He is mnad
about one thing - attention ! Stand up straight! Hands at your
sides! If this is not done you should see how he stands here and

curses. He does not mind any thing but that. He is mad about

that.

Inspection over, the women were taken through a number of gates
to an opén, sunny yard, tfenced in by high, barbed - wire where
they did their daily work. The prison was a rehabilitation centre
where the prisoners produced goods which were sold in the prison
store; the women produced garments of cloth and wool; the men did
carpentry, shoe - making, brick making , and vegetable

production.

Dekeledi had a number of skills - she could knit, sew, and weave
baskets. All the women at present were busy knitting woollen
garments; some were learners and did their work slowly and

painstakingly. They looked at Dikeledi with interest as she took
a ball of wool and a pair of knitting needles and rapidly cast on

stitches. She had soft, caressing, almost boneless, hands of
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strange power - work of a beautiful design grew from those hands.
By mid morning she had completed the front part of a jersey and

they all stopped to admire the pattern she had invented in herv

own head.
'You are a gifted person, ' Kebonye remarked, admiringly.

'All my friends say so, Dikeledi replied smiling. You know, I am
the woman whose thatch does not leak. Whenever my friends wanted
to thatch their huts, I was there. They would never do it without
me. I was .always busy and employed because it was with these
hands that I fed and reared nmy cﬁildren. My husand left me after
four years of marriage but I managed well enough to feed those
mouths. 1If people did not pay me 1in money for my work, they paid

me with gifts of food.'

'It's not so bad here,' Kebonye said.' We get a little money
saved for us out of the sale of our work, and if you work like
that you can still produce money for your children. How many

children do you have. ?'

'I have three sons'.
'Are they 1n good care’

'‘Yes'.

'T like lunch, Kebonye said, oddly turning the conversation'. It
1s the best meal of the day. We get samp and meat and vegetables.
So the day passed pleasantly enough with chatter and work and at

sunset the women were once more taken back to the cell for lock

up time. They unrolled their blénkets and prepared their beds,
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and with the candle lit continued to talk a while longer. Just as

they were about to retire for the night, Dikeledi nodded to her

new - found friend, Kebonye

‘Thank you for all your kindness to me, she said , softly

‘We must help each other', Kebonye replied, with her amused,
cynical smile. 'This 1s a terrible world. There i1is only misery
here.'

And so the woman Dikeledi began phase three of a life that had
been ashen in its loneliness and unhappiness. And yet she had
always found gold amidst the ash, deep loves that had joined her
heart to the hearts of others. She smiled tenderly at Kebonye
because she knew already that she had found another such love.

She was the collector of such treasures.

There were really only two kinds of men in the society. The one
kind c¢reated such misery and chaos that he could be broadly
damned as evil. If onne watched the village dogs chasing a bitch
on heat, they usually moved around in packs of four or five. As
the mating progressea one dog would attempt to gain dominance
over the festivities and oust all the others form the bitch's
vulva. The rest of the hapless dogs would stand around yapping
and snapping 1n 1ts face while the top dog 1indulged in a
continuous spurt of orgasms, day and night wuntil he was
exhausted. No doubt, during that Herculegn feat, the dog imagined
he was the only penis in the world and that there had to be a
scramble for it. That kind of man lived near the animal level and

behaved just the same. Like the dogs and bulls and donkeys, he
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also accepted no responsibility for the young he procreated and
like the dogs and bulls and donkeys, he also made females.abort.
Since that kind of man was 1n the majority in the society, he
needed a little analysing as he was responsible fof the complete
breakdown of family life. He could be analysed over three time -
gspans. In the old days, before the colonial invasion of Africa,
he was a man who lived by the traditioﬁs and taboos outlined for
all the people by the forefathers of the tribe. He had little
lindividual freedom to assess whether these traditions was
compassionéte or not - they demanded that he comply and obey the

rules, without thought. But when the laws of the ancestors are

examined, they appear on the whole to have been vast, external

disciplines for the good of the society as a whole, with little

attention given to 1individual preferences and needs. The
ancestors made so many errors and one of the mést bitter making
things waé that they relegated to men a superior position in the
tribe, while women were regarded, 1in é congenital sense, as being
an inferior form of human life. To this day, women still suffered
from lall the calamities that befall on inferior form of human
life. The colonial era and the period of migratory mining labour
to South Africa was a further affliction visited on this man. It
broke the hold of the ancestors. It broke the old, traditional
form of family life and for lqng periods a man was separatéd rom
his wife and children while he worked for.a pittance in another
land in order to raise the money to pay his British Colonial Poll

- tax. British Colonialism scaracely enriched his life.
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He then became 'the boy' of the white man and a machine tool of
the South African mines. African independence seemed merely one
more affliction on top of the afflictions that had visited this
man's life. Indég?ndence suddenly and dramatically changed the
pattern of colonial subserviénce. More jobs became available
under the new government's localization programme and salaries
sky - rocketed at the same time. It provided the first occasion
for family life of a new order, above the childlike discipline of
custom, the degradation of colonialism. Men and women, in order
to survivé, .had to turn inwards to their own resources. It was
the man who ‘arrived at this turning point, a broken wreck with no
inner resources at all. It was as though he was hideous to
hinself and in an effort to flee his own inner emptiness, he spun
away from himself in a dizzy kind of death dance of wild
destruction and dissipation.

Une such man was Garesego Mokopi, the husband of Dikeledi. For
four years prior to independence, he had worked as a clerk in the
distick administration service, at a stéady of R 50.00 a month.
Soon atter independence his salary shodt up to R 200.00 per
month.‘ Even during his 1lean days he had had a taste for
womanlising and drink; now the had the resources for a real spree.
He was not seen at home again and lived and slept around the
village, from woman to woman. He left his wife and three éons -

Banabothe, the eldest, aged four; Inalame, aged three; and the

youngest, Motsomi, aged one - to their own resources. Perhaps he
did so because she was the boring, semi - literate traditional
sort, and there were a lot of excitingv new women around.



Independence produced marvels indeed.

There was another kind of man 1n the séciety with the power to
creat himself anew . He turned all his resources, both emotional
and material towards his family life and he went on and on with

his own guiet rhythm, like a river. He was a poem of tenderness.

Une such man was Paul Thebolo and he and his wife, Kenalepe, and
their three children, came to live in the village of puleng 1in
1966, the year of independence. Paul Thebolo had been offered the
principalship of a primary school in the village. Tﬁey werao
allocated an empty field beside the yard of Dikeledi Mokopi, for

their new homne.

Neighbours are the centre of the universe to each other. THey
help each other at all times and mutually loan each other's good.
Dikeledi Mokopi kept an interested eye on the yard of her new
neighbours. At first, only the man appeared with some workmen to
erect the fence, which was set up with 1incredible speed and
etficiency. The man 1impressed her 1mmediately when she went
around to introduce herself and find out a little about the
newcomers. He was tall, large - boned, slow moving. He was so
peacéful as a person that the sunlight and shadow played ‘all
kinds of tricks with his eyes, making 1t difficult to determin
their exact colour. When he stood still and looked reflective,
the sunlight liked to creep into his eyes and nestle there; so

sometimes his eyes were the colour of shade, and sometimes light

brown.



He turned and smiled at her in a friendly way when she introduced
herself and explained that he and his wife were on transfer. from
the village of Bobonong. His wife and children were living with
relatives in the village until.the vyard was prepared. He was 1in a
hurry to settle down as the school term would start in avmonth's
time. They were, he said, going to érect two mud huts first and
later he intended setting up a small house of bricks. His wife

would be coming around in a few days with some women to erect the

mud wall of the huts.

I would 1like to offer my help too,' Dikeledi said. 'If work
always starts early in the morning and there are about six of us,
we can get both walls erected in a week. If you want one of the
huts done invwoman's thatch, all my friends know that I am the

woman whose thatch does not leak.'’

The man smilingly replied that he would impart all this
information to his wife, then he added charmingly that he thought-
she would like his wife when they met. His wife was a very

friendly person; everyone liked her.

Dikeiedi walked back to her own yard with a high heart. She had
few callers. None of her relatives’called for fear that since her
husband had left her she would become dependent on them for many
things. The people who called did business with her; they wanted
her to make dresses for their children or knit jerseys for the

winter time and at times when she had no orders at all, she made

baskets which she sold. 1In these ways she supported herself and

350



the three children bgt she was lonely for true friends.

All turned out aé the husband had said - he had a lovely wife.

She was fairly tall and thin with a bright; vivacious manner . She

made no effort to conceal that normally, and every day, she was a

very happy person. And all turned out as Dikeledi had said. The

work party of six women erected the mud walls of the huts in one
week; two weeks later, the thatch was -complete. The_ Thebolo

family moved into their new abode and Dikeledi mokopili moved ihto

one ot the most prosperous and happy period of her life. Her life

took a big, wide upward curve. Her relationship with the Thebolo

family was more than the usual friendly exchange of neighbours.

It was rich and creative.

It was not long before the two woman had going one of those deep,
affectionate, sharing - everything kind of‘friendships that only
women know how to héve. It seemed that Kenalepe wanted endless
amounts of dresses made for herself and her three 1little girls.
Since Dikqledi would npt accept cash for these services - she
protested about .the many benefits she received from her good
neighbours - ?aul Thebolo arranged that she be paid in household
goods for these servides so that for some years Dikeledi was
always assured of her basic household needs - the full bag of
corn, sugar, tea, powdered milk, and cooking o1l. Kenalepe was
also the kind of woman who made the whole world spin around her;
her attractive personality attracted a whole range of women to
her vyar and also a whole range of customers fér her dressmaking
friends, Dikeledi. Eventually, Dikeledi became swamped with work,

was forced to buy a second sewing- machine and employ a helper.
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The two women did everything togéther - they were forever
together at weddings, funerals, and parties in the village. 1In
their leisure hours they freely discussed all their intimate
affaris with each other, so that each knew thoroughly the details

of the other's life.

'You are a lucky someone.' Dikeledi remarked one day, wistfully.

'Not everyone has the gift of a husband like Paul.'

'Oh yes,' Kenalepe said happily. ‘'He is an honest somebody.' She
knew a little of Dikeledi'’s list of woes aﬁd gueried : 'But why
did you marry a man like Garesego ? I looked carefully at him
when you pointed him out to me near the shops the other day and 1

could see at one glance that he i1s a butterfly.’

‘I think I mostly wanted to get out of my uncle's yard, ‘Dikeled1
replied. 'I never liked my uncle. Rich as he was, he was a hard

man and very selfish'.

'I was only a servant there and pushed about. I went there when I
was six years old when my mother died, and it was not a happy
life. All his children despised me because I was their servant.
Uncle paid for my education for six years, then he said I must
leave school. 1 longed for more because as you know, education
opens up the world for one. Garesego was a friend of my uncle
and he was the only man who proposed for me. They discussed 1it
between themselves and then my uncle said : 'You'd better marry
Garesego because you're just hanging around her like a chain on my
neck. I agreed, just to get away from that terrible man. Garesego

salid at that time that he'd rather be married to my sort than the
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educated kind.becaﬁse those women were stubborn and wanted to lay
down the rules for wen. Really, ‘I did not ever protest when he
started running about. You know what the other women do. They
chase after the man from one hut to another an beat up the
girlfriends. The man just runs into another hut, that's all. So
you don't really win. I wasn't going to do anything like that. I

am satisfied I have children. They are a blessing to me.'

'Oh 1t i1sn't enough, ' her friend said, shaking Her head in deep
sympathy. I am amazed at how life imparts 1its gifts. Some people
get too much . Others get nothing at all. I have always been
lucky in life. One day my parents will visit - they live in the

south - and you ' 11 see the fuss they make over me.

Paul 1s Jjust the same. He takes care of everything so that I

never have a day of worry.

The man Paul, attracted as wide a range of male friends as hlS!
wife. They had guests eVefy evening; 1lliterate mem who wanted?
him to fi1ll in tax forms or write letters for them, or his own,
colleagues who wanted to debate the political "issues of the day —\
there was alwéys something new happening e?ery day now that the
country had independence. The two women sat on the edge of thesc
debates and listened with fascinated ears but they never

participated. The following day they would chew over the debates

with wise, earnest expressions.

‘Men's minds travel widely and boldly,' Kenalepe would comment.

"It makes me shiver the way they freely criticise our new
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government. Did you hear what Petros said last night ? He said he
knew all those bastards and they were just a lot of crboks who
would pull a lot of dirty tricks. Oh dear! I shivered so much
when he said that. The way they talk about thé government lmakes
you feel 1in your bones that this 1is not a safe world to be 1in,
not like the old days when we didn't have government. And Lentswe
said that ten per cent of the population 1in England really
control all the wealth of the country, while the rest live  at

starvation level. And he said communismvwould sort all this out.

I gathered from the way they discussed this matter that our
government 1s not in favour of communism. I trembled so much when

this became clear to nme...'

She paused and laughed proudly. I've
heard Paul say this several times " 'The British only ruled us

for eighty year. "I wonder why Paul is so found of saying that ?'

And so a completely new world opened up for Dikeledi. It was so
impossibly rich and happy that, as the days went by, she immersed
herself more deeply 1n it and quite overlooked the barrenness of
her own life. But 1t hung there like a nagging ache in the mind

of her friend, Kenalepe.

'*You ought to find another man,' she urged one day, when they had
one of their personal discussions. It's not good for a woman to

live alone.'’

'*And who would that be ? ' Dikeledi asked, disillusioned. 'I‘'d
only be bringing trouble into my life whereas now 1t is all =~ in
order . I have my eldest son at school and I can manager to pay

the school fees. That's all I really care about.
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'T mean,' said Kenalepe, 'we are also here to make love and enjoy

lt.'

'Oh I never really cared fo it,' the other replied. When you

experience th worst of it, 1t Jjust puts you off althogether.
'What do you mean by that ? Kenalepe asked, wide - eyed.

I mean 1n just jump on and jump off and I used to wonder what it

was all about. I developed a dislike for it.'

"You mean Garesego was like that!' Kenalepe said, flabbergasted.
'Why, that's just like a cock hopping from hen to hen. I wonder
what he 1s doing with all those women/. I 'm sure they are just
afer his money and so they flatter him...' She paused and then
added earnestly : ‘that's really all the more reason you should
find another man. Oh, 1f you knew what is was really like , you
would long for i1t, I can tell you ! I sometimes think I enjoy
that side of life far too much. Paul knows a lot about all that.
And he always has .some new trick with which to sﬁrprise me. He
has a certain way of smiling when he has thought up something new
and I shiver a little and say to myself : "Ha, what 1s Paul

going to do tonight!'’
Kenalepe paused and smiled at her friend, slyly.

'I can loan Paul to you if you like,' she said, then raised one
hand to block the protest on her friend's face.'l would do it
because I have never had a friend like you in my life before he

married me, so 1t's not such an uncommon thing to him Besides,
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we used to make love long before we got married and I nevr hot
pregnant. He takes care of that side too. I would n't mind
loaning him because I am expecting another child and don't feel

/

so well these day,....

'‘Dikeled1l stared at the ground for a long moment, then she looked

up at her friend with tears in her eyes.

I cannot accept such a gift from you,' she said, deeply moved.
‘But 1f you are 111 I will wash for you and cook for‘you.'

Not put off by her friend's refusal of her generous offer,
Kenalepe mentioned the discussion to her busband that very night.
He was so taken offguard by the unexpectedness of the subject
that at first he looked slightly astonished, and burst out into
loud laughter and for such a lengthy time that he seemed unable

to stop.
Why are you laughing like that ? ' Kenalepe asked, surprised.

He 1laughed a bit more, then suddenly turned very serious and
thoughtful and was lost in his own thoughts for some time. When
she asked him what he was thinking he merely replied :'I don't
want to tell you everything. I want to keep some of my secrets to

myself.'

The next day Kenalepe reported this to her friend.
'Now whatever does he mean by that ? I want to keep some of my

secrets to myself 7'
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'T think,' Dikeledi said smiling. ' I think he has a conceilt
about being a good man. Also, when someone loves someone too
much, it hurts them to say‘so. They'd rather keep silent. '

Shortly afer this Kenalepe haa a nmiscarriage and had to be
admitted to hospital for a minor operation. Dikeledi kept her
promise 'to wash and cook' for her friend. She ran both their
hones, fed the children and kept everything in order. Also,
people complained about thevpoorness of the hospital diet and
each day she scoured the village for eggs and chicken, cooked

them, and took them to'Kehalepe every day at the lunch - hour.

One evening Dikeledi ran inﬁo a snag with>her routine. She had
just dished up supper for the Thebolo children when a customer
came arouﬁd with an wurgent request for an alternation on a
wedding dress. The wedding was to take place the next day. She
left the children seated around the fire eating and returned to
her own home. An hour later, her own children asleep and settled,
she thought she would check the Thebolo yard to see if all was
well there. She entered the children's hut and noted that they
had put thenmselves to bed and were fast .asleep. their supper
plates lay scattered and unwashed around the fire. The hut which
Paul and Kenalepe shared was 1n darkness. It meant that Paul had
not yet returned from his usual evening visit to his wife.
Dikeledi collected the plates and washed them, then poured the
dirty dishwater on the still - glowing embers of the outdoor
fire. She piled the plates one on top of the other and carried

them to the third additional hut whch was used as a kitchen.
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Just then Paul Thebolo entered the yard, noted the Jlamp and
movement in the kitchen hut and walked over to it. He paused at

the open door.

'"What are you doing now, Mma-Banabothe ?' he asked, addressing
her aftectionately in the customary way by the name of her eldest

son, Banabothe.

'I know quite well what I am doing,' Dikeledi replied happily.
She turned around to say that 1t was not a good thing to leave
dirty dishes standing overnight but her mouth flew open with
surprise. Two soft pools of cool liquid light were in his eyes
and something i1nfinitely sweet passed between them; 1t was too

beautiful to be love.

'You are a very good woman, Mma - Banabothe, he said softly.

It was the truth and the gift was offered like a nugget of gold.
; A

only men like Paul Thebolo could offer such gifts. She tpok it

and stored another treasure in her heart. She bowed her knee 1in

the traditional curtsey and walked quietly away to her own hone.

‘Ei1ght Years passed for Dikeledi in a quiet rhythm of work and
friendship with the Thebolo's. The crisis came with the eldest
son, Banabothe. He had to take his primary school 1leaving
examination at the end of the.year. This serious event sobered
him up considerably as 1like all boys he was very fond of

playtime. He brought his books home and told his mother that he
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would like to study in the evenings. He would like to pass with a
‘Grade A' to please her. With a flushed and proud face Dikeledi

mentioned this to her friend, Kenalepe.

'Banabothe 1s studying evey night now,' she said. ‘'He never
really cared for studies. 1 am so pleased about this that I
bought him a spare lamp and removed him from the children's hut
to my own hut where things will be peaceful for him. We both sit
up late at night now. I sew on buttons and fix hems and he does

his studies...'

She also opened a saQing account at the pbst office 1n order to
have some standby money to pay the fees for his secondary
education. They were rather high R85.00. But 1in spite of all her
hoarding of odd cents, towards the end of the year, shé was short
on R20.00 to cover the fees. Midway during the Christmas school
‘holidays the results were announced. Banabothe passed with a
‘Grade A'. His mnother was almost hysterical 1in her joy at his
achievement. But What to do- ? The two youngest éons had already
started primary school and she would never manage to cover all
their fees from her resources. She decided to remind Garesego
Mokopi that he was the father of the children. She had not seen
him 1n eight years except as a passer - by 1in the village.
Sometimes he waved but he had never talked to her or eﬁquired
about her life or that of the children. It did not matter. She
was a lower form of human life. Then thislunpleasant something
turned up at his office one day, Jjust as he was ébout to leave
for lunch. She had heard from village gossip, that he had

eventually settled down with a married woman who had a brood of
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children of her own. He had ousted her husband, in a typical
village sensation of brawls, curses, and abuse. Most probably thev
husband did not care because there were always arms outstretched
towards a man, as long as he looked like a man. The attraction of
this particular woman for Garesegb Mokopi, so her former lovers
sald with a snicker, was that she went in for heady forms of love

- making like biting and scratching.

Garesego Mokopi walked out of his office andblooked irritably at
the ghost.from his past, his wife. She obviously wanted to talk
to him and he walked towards her, looking at his watch all the
while. Like all the new ‘success men', he had developed a paunch,
his eyes were blood - shot, his face was bioated, and the odour
of the beer and sex from the previous night clung faintly around
him. He 1ndicated with his eyes that they should move around to

the back of the office block where they could talk in privacy.

'‘You must hurry with whatever you want to say,' he said

impatiently. ‘The lunch - hour is very short and I have to be

back at the office by two.'

Not to him could she talk of the pride she felt 1in Banabothe's

achievement, so she said simply and quietly : ‘'Garesego, 1 beg
you to help me pay Banabothe's fees for secondary school. He has
passed with a "Grade A" and as you know, the school fees must be

produced on the first day of school or else he will be turned

away. I have struggled to save money the whole year but I am

short by R20.00.'
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She handed hin her post office savings book, which he took,
glanéed at and handed back to her. Then he smiled, a smirky know

all smile, and thought he was delivering her a blow in the face.

"Why don't you ask Paul Thebolo for the money ?' he said."Every
one knows he's keeping two homes and that you are his spare.
Everyone knows about that ful bag of corn he delivers to your

home every six months so why can‘t he pay the school fees as

well??

She neither denied this, nor confirmed 1it. The blow glanced off

her tace which she raised slightly, 1in pride. Then she walked

away.

As was their habit, the two women got together that afﬁérnoon and
Dikeledi reported this conversation with her husband to Kenalepe
who tossed back her head in anger and said fiercely : 'The filthy
plg himself! He thinks every man 1s like him, does he 7 I shall

report this matterto Paul, then he' 11 see something.'

And 1i1ndeed Garesego did see something but it was Jjust wup hais
alley. He was a female prostitute in his innermost being and like
all professional prostitutes, he enjoyed publicity and sensation
- 1t promoted his cause. He smiled genially and expansively when
a madly angry Paul Thebolo came up to the door of his house where
he lived with his concubine. Garesego had.been through a lot of

these dramas over those eight years and he almost knew by rote

the dialogue that would follow.
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You bastard! Paul Theobolo spat out. 'Your wife 1sn't my

conbubine, do you hear ?°

'Then why are you keeping her in food 7' Garesego drawled. 'Men
only do that for women they fuck ! They never do 1t for nothing.'
Paul Thebolo rested one hand against the wall, half dizzy with
anger, and he said tensely : 'You defile life, Garesego Mokopi.
There'é nothing else in.lyour world but defilement. Mma -
Banabothe makes clothes tor my wife and children and she will

never accept money from me so how else must I pay her ? °

-

‘It only proves the story both ways,' the other replied, vilely.

'Women do that for men who fuck them.’

Paul Thebolo shot out the other hand, punched him soundly in one
grinning eye and walked away. Who could hide a livid, swollen eye
? To every surprised enquiry, he replied with an injured air :

It was done by my wife's lover, Paul Thebolo.’

It certainly brought the attention of the whole village upon him,
which was all he really wanted. Those kinds of men were the
bottom rung of government. They secretly hungered to be the
President with all eyes on them. He worked up the sensation a

little further. He announced that he would pay the school fees of

the c¢hild of his concubine, who was also to enter secondary
school, but not the school fees of his own <child, Banabothe.
People half liked the smear on Paul Thebolo; he was too good to

be true, They delighted in making him a part of the general dirt
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of the village, so they turned on Garesego and scolded : 'Your
wife might be getting things from Paul Thebolo but 1it's beyond
the purse of any man to pay the school fees of his own children
as well as the school fees of another man's children. Banabothe
wouldn't be there had you not procreated him, Garesego, so 1t 1s
your duty to care for him. Besides, it's your fault 1f your wife

takes another man. You left her alone all these years.'

So that story was lived with for two weeks, mostly because people
Wanted to say that Paul Thebolo was a part of life too and as
uncertain of his morals as they were. But the story took such a
dramatic turn that it madé all the men shudder with horror. It
was some weeks before they could find the courage to go to bed

with women; they preferred to do something else.

Garesego's obscene thought processes were his own undoing. He
really believed that another man had a stake in his hen - pen and
like any cock, his hair was up about it. He thought he'd walk in
and re-establish his own claim to it an so, after two weeks, once
the swelling in his eye had died down, he espied Banabothe in the
village and asked him to take a note to his mother. He said the
child should bring a reply. The note read : ‘'Dear Mother, I am
coming home again so that we may settle our differehces. Will you
prepare a mneal for me and some hot water that I might take a°

bath. Gare.'
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Dikeledi took the note, read i1t and shook with rage. All 1its
overtones were clear to her. He was coming home for some sex.

They had had no differences. They had not even talked to each

other.

'Banabotheée,' she said. 'Will you play nearby ? I want to think- a

.bit then 1 will send you to your father with the reply."®

Her thought processes were not very clear to her. There was
something she could not i1mmediately touch upon. Her life had
become holy to her during all those years she had struggled to
maintain herself and the children. She had filled her life with
treasures of kindness and love she had gathered from others and
1t was all this that she wanted to protect from defilement by an
evil mwman. Her first panic stricken thought was to gather up the
children and flee the village. But where to go 7 Garesego did not
want a divorce, she had left him to approach her about the
matter, she had desisted from taking any other man. She turned
her thoughts this way and that and could find no way out except
to face him. 1If she wrote back, don't you dare put foot in the
yard I don't want to see you, he would ignore it. Black women
didn't have that kind of power. A thoughtful, brooding look came
over her face. At last, at peace with herself, éhe wént into her

hut and wrote a reply : 'Sir, I shall prepare everything as you

have said. Dikeledi.'

It was about midday when Banabothe sped back with the reply to
his tather. All afternoon Dikeledi busied herself mwmaking

preparations for the appearance of her husband at sunset. At one
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point Kenalepe approached the yard and looked around in amazement
at the massive preparations, the large iron water pot full of
water with a fire burning under it, the extra cooking pots on
the fire. Only later Kenalepe brought the Rnife into focus. But
1t was only a vague blur, a large kitchen knife used to cut meat
and Dikeledi knelt at a grinding - stone and sharpened 1t slowly
and methodically. What was i1n focus then was the final and tragic
expression on the upturned face of her friend. It threw her into
confusion and blocked their usual free and easy feminine chatter.
When Dikeledi said : 'I am mak;ng some preparations for Garesego.
He 1is éoming home tonight, ' Kendlepe beat a hasty retreat to her
own home terrified. They knew they were involved because when she
mentioned this to Paul he was distracted and uneasy for the rest
of the day. He kept on doing upside - down sorts of things, not
replying to questions, absent mindedly leaving a cup of tea until
1t got quite cold, and every now andagain he stood up and paced
about, lost in his own thoughts. So deep was their sense of
disturbance that towards evening they no longer made a pretencoe
of talking . They just sat in silence in their hut. Then, at
about nine o'clock, they heard those wild and agonized bellows.

They both rushed out together to the yard of Dikeledi Mokopi.

He came home at sunset and found everything ready for him as he
had requested, and he settled himself down to enjoy a man's life.
He had brought a pack of beer along and sat outdoors slowly
savouring it while every now and then his eye swept over thao

. t
Thebolo yard. Only the woman and children moved about the yard.
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The man was out of sight. Garesego smiled to hinself, pleased
that he could crow as loud as he liked with no answering

challenge.

A basin of warm water was placed before him to wash his hands and
then Dikeledi served him his meal. At a separate distance she
also served the children and then instructed them to wash and
prepare for bed. She noted that Garesego displayed no interest 1in
the children whatsoever. He was entirely wrapped up in himself
and thought only of hiwselt and his own comfort. Any tenderness
he offered the children might have broken her and swerved her
nmind away from the deed she had carefully planned all that
afternoon. She was beneath his regard and notice too for when she
eventually brought her own plate ot food and sat near him, he
never once glanced at her face. He drank his beer and cast his
glance every now and again at the Thebolo yard. Not once did the
man of the yard appear until i1t became too dark to distinguish‘
anything any more. He was conmpletely satisfied with that. He
could repeat the performance every day until he broke the mettle

of the other cock again and forced him i1nto angry abuse. He liked

!

that sort of thing.

'Garesego, do you think you could help me with Banabothe's school

fees ?°

Dikeledi asked at one point.

‘Gh, I '1l1 think about it,' he replied casually.

She stood up and carried buckets of water into the hut, which she
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poured 1into a large tin bath that he might bathe himself, then
while he took this bath she busied herself tidying up and
completing the last of the household chores. Those done, she
entered the children's hut. They played hard during the day and
thef had already fallen asleep with exhaustion. She knelt down
near their sleeping mats and stared at them for a long thle,
with an extremely tender expression. Then she blew out their lamp
and walked to her 0wn‘hut. Garesego lay sprawled_across.the bed
in such a manner that indicated he only thought of himself and
did not intend sharing.the béd with anyone else. Satiated with
food and drink, he had fallen into a deep, heavy sleep the moment
his head touched the pillow. His concubine had no doubt taught
him that the correct way for a man to go to bed, was naked. So he

lay, unguarded and defenceless, sprawled across the bed on his

back.

The bath made a loud clatter as Dikeledi removed it from the
room, but still he slept on, lost to the world. She re - entered
the hut and closed the.door._ Then she bent down and reached for
the knife under the bed which she had merely concealed with a
cloth. With the precision and skill of her hard working hands,
she grasped hold of his genitals and cut them off with one
stroke. In doing so, she slit the main artery which ran on the
inside of the groin. A massive spurt of blood arched 1its way
across the bed. And Garesego bellowed. He bellowed his anguish.
Then all was silent. She stood and watched his death anguish with
an 1intent and brooding look, missing not one detail of it. A

knock on the door stirred her out of her reverie. It was the boy,
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Banabothe. She opened the door and stared at him, speechless. He

was trembling violently.

'Mother,’' he said, 1in a terrified whisper. 'Didn't I hear father

cry?!

'I have killed him,' she said, waving her hand in the air with a
gesture that said - - well, that's that. Then she added sharply

'Banabothe, go and call the police.’

He turned and fled into the night. A second pair of footsteps
followed hard on his heels. It was Kenalepe running back to her
own yard, half out of her hind with fear. Out of the dark Paul
Thebolo stepped towards the hut and entered i1t. He took i1in every
detail and then he turned and looked at Dikeledi with such a
tortured expression that for a time words failed him. At last he
saxd : ‘'You don't have to worry about the children, Mma-

Banabothe. I'll take them as my own and give them all a secondary

school education.



Hunting
The month of July is the hunting season. It is favoured for a
number of reasons. The June harvest would be over by then;
everyone had corn by that time and they were all looking for
something tasty to eat the corn with. It was usually at this time
too that all the animals, especially in a year of good rain, were
very fat. July was also the coolest month of the whole year and
1t meant that when the men strung up the meat to dry, it would

not rot or get riddled with worms, as it often did in summer. So,

suddenly in July, there would be a great exodus of all the men
from the everyday round of their village life; sometimes for one
week, sometimes for one month. In deep bush, they lived a rough

life. They built mosasana or rough bush houses; they cut
branches, arranged them in a triangular shape, covered them with
grass and crawled into them at night for rest and shelter from
the <cold. 1If they were hunting in lion country, they lit big
fires at night to frighten the lions away from their rough camps.
They all had their own rifles. They 'killed springbok and
hartebeest and brought home enough meat to feed their families
for three to four months. Hunting parties were usually composed
of groups of four to five men. They kept the groups small like
that, they said, because 1t was not good for the animals to smell

the people. They would run away.
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Four men, Rapula, Tebogo, Lesed1i, and Kelebone, kept an anxious
watch on the yard of the man, Tholo. Tholo was the only man 1in
their village ward who owned a tractor with a trailer, and
becausé of this, every man wanted to go hunting with Tholo. When
they went out on Tholo's tractor, it meant only one or two days
of roughing 1t i1n the bush, then they returned with the wet meat
and dried 1t at their leisure in their own yards. They lost
nothing of their kill because their wives started by cooking the

bones to which bits of meat clung.

At last, two of the men Rapula and Tebolgo, could contain their
impatience no longer. They walked into the yard of Tholo. He was
busy cleaning and repairing his tractor which had just returned

from the lands with the June harvest of corn.
'When will we be leaving. Tholo ?' Rapula asked.

The man, Tholo, looked up quietly from his work. He smiled at

them, but only with his eyes. He was very tall and thin.

'Are you coming with me this tim ?' he asked, 1in a casual and

friendly way.

'Yes,' Rapula replied. ' And lesedi and kelebone are coming as

well,'!

Tholo nodded with perfect comprehension. The men drew lots as to
whom should go hunting with him each season, so that the good
tfortune of hunting wild animals with a tractor could be

experienced by every man in the village.
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‘Let us get up early tomorrow morning and leave for the bush,"
Tholo said. Then he turned back to his work. That was his way -

no gossip or idle chatter.

The two men turned to leave. When they were safely beyond hearing
distance, -‘Rapula, who was short, thick set and chunky, with a

sense of humour, burst out into a chuckle.

I can't understand Tholo, he said, I don't know whether he 1is a
girl or what. Where did you ever see such grand ways ? ' And he
mimicked Tholo's air of lofty surprise and friendliness : "Are

you coming with me this time..?' He 1s just like a chief but here

he 1s living like everyone else.'

'Kelebone might have spoken the truth about a man 1like Tholo,
‘Tebbgo said thoughtfully. ‘'He was saying the other day that a
man like that has the true power of life in him. We are lucky to

have such a good man living with us..'

That was what every man knew about Theolo - That he was a good-
man. He never refused a request for help and shared generously
all he had with others. But beyond that the man in him seemed to
run away from all the conflicts of life. There was no other or
goodness 1n human life, but there was an order and soundness 1n
everything he could control or communicate with. He communicated

deeply, with his wife, and his work.

He had chosen his wife, Thato, carefully. On the surface she
looked ordinary, quiet, and withdrawn. But all the women Kknew

that both husband and wife were alike in their generosity. Thato
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would paft with anything she haa, on request. When Tholo had
begun courting her, she already had a child, a girl, by a man who
had deserted her. It was such a common experience for most women
these days. Most men 1insisted that some sort of sexual
relationship led to marriage. This trick seemed to be the only
way they could get their sex for free. They were not particularly
interested 1in the women and they certainly did not value them.
They never gave a thoﬁght to the damage they were inflicting on
the woéen - women became hard and callous with no wvalues . or
tenderness or respect to cling to. Thato had summarized the
experience for Tholo, early on in their re%ationship. She did not

resent having the child - no one resented children, but she did

resent the trickery and untruthfulness of the men.

'Uneduéated women, ' she had said, in an exact, precise way. 'They
are just there to be misused by men. The men all want to marry
educated women, and still they treat them badly. Those women work
for them and support them and get no happiness out of

marriage...'

She had paused, and added a little uncertainly : 'I had waited a
long time for marriage. Then I decided to have the child because

I might have grown old without having any children...'

She had turned at that point to attend to the fife andstirred the
pot of porridge cooking over 1t with the air ofA one who had
dismissed the whole matter from her mind. That was how she tgnded
to treat their relationship 1in the beginning - matter of factly

and something she ought to dismiss from her mind. It cost a woman
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too much to love a man

They had first met when her mother had enggged Tholo to ploﬁgh up
their land with his tractor. It was the first time.a tractor had
ever turned up their land. Formerly, and for many years, they had
engaged a man with oxen and a single - furrow hand plough to turn
up their land. (Their yard was a yard of women only; Thato's
father had died when she was still guite young and she lived with
her mother and two younger sisters.). It had been such a new and
1nﬁox1cating experience watching the tracor turn up the land; the
vperfume .of the newly wet earth arose and floated everywhere .and
the man's work was compact and professional, just the way he had
been taught 1in the agricultural demonstration school he attended.
By late atternoon he had ploughed up all their land and left with
his tractor for some other engagement. By night, an unmoving
image had haunted her dreams of a man's head turned sideways in
fixed concentration as he closely watched the contours and
furrows he created behind him. She had cried a little to herself;
he had seemed a creature too faf removed from her own humble
life. There were so many women like her who could work and plough

and life wasn't going to offer them any spectacular rewards.

They couldn't say they were strangers and she met him again,
after the ploughing season i1n a store 1n the village. Love 1s
such a foolhardy feeling. A woman might say : 'They are all the
sam. He'll come around for two months and then go away foreever. .
But I did not care about the éther man and he has some other
woman now. It ¢annot hurt me...' So she agreed to a love

relationship with the man, Tholo, on that basis, not seeing
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anything of certainty fér»the future. Something began to go wrong
after two months - he was a man who aroused worship, not love. A
deep depression fell wupon her and one evening when he cane
- around, she was so withdrawn and moody that she barely greeted
him. ’

'What's wrong ?' he had asked, 1n his quiet way.

She had stared for a few moments with an intense concentration at
the fire near which they were seated, and.suddenly came to a snap
decision. It was a question of letting go of him, so she
thought to himself :'Agh, 1I'll tell him I'm expecting a child. I
hate them all anyway.' So she said it defiantly and angrily and
he kept very silent. She had picked up a piecé of firewoqd and
begun to draw shap, nervous straight lines in the ground. When he

spoke, his words seemed to reach or walk straight into her

tortured mind.
‘We can get married,' he said softly. 'I can arrange everything.'

She had shaken her head a little against the unexpected impact of
his beautiful life which had quite quickly come so close to her
own Jife. Then she had laughed a bit, relieved, peaceful.
Marriage today was not usually arranged by the parents, as 1in
times past. Men and women now made their own agreements to take

each other as husband and wife.

'T have noting to offer you Tholo,*' she had said humbly. 'As you

can see we are very poor her. I can only plough.’

She ‘had  turned and stared at his face in wonder. He was only
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smiling, with his eyes., It was to take her some time to sort out
that smile; 1t meant that he was 1ncapable of hurting life, that-
basically he cared about everything. Much later they were going
to get their kiﬁd of communication going; about crops, about
cattle, about people. But that evening he had hesitated to say
all he had to say. They were living with that uncertain story of
independence. It_offered advantages to all wmen which had not been
there a few vyears ago. Farmers and cattlemen 1like he, were
important. He had Jjoined a government agricultural training

scheme and been allocated a special demonstrator to work side Sy
side with him, on his lands and at his cattle - post. It often
mattered 1f a man could grasp each opportunity or new idea that
was presented to him. She was the kind of woman who could share

that life with him.

When he had presented her to his family, they had disliked her
for the very reasons he needed her as his wife. One of his aunts
had summed 1t up : ’'She 1s a woman who as seen life. And she's

far too old...'

They meant, that by the expression of wisdom on Thato's face. She
was a woman who could think. Apparently, when a man married, he
had to marry a gay and frivolous playing thing with an empty head
and ten years his junior. Then they wondered about all the futile

narriages that barely lasted six months or a year!.

They had been married for three years and the whole rhythm and
happiness of their lives was tied up 1n work and their

involvements in the needs of other people. Not long after the two
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men, Rapula and Tebogo, had left the yard, Thato entered with a
water bucket on her head. Tholo looked up again from his work and
she, sensing -éome request, turned and walked towads him. She
swung the water bucket down to the ground, near the tractor.

*Will vyou prepare some provisions ?' he said. I'm going hunting

tomorrow with Rapula, Tebogo; Lesedi, and Kelebone.'

She rested one hand softely on the tractor : 'The animals will be
very fat this year,' she said.'Even our pumpkins and water-melons

look sick. They are of an abnormal size.'

Early the next morning, as they had planned, the five men set off
on their hunting trip. As always, after a season of good rain,
only soft winds blew over the land. By July, one still, blue day
followed another and the whole earth seemed temporarily to turn in
on 1tself and fall asleep i1n the vague warmth of the winter sun.
The honey coloured dry grass danced in the soft breeze like
thousands of little girls swishing their tiny skirts. It was 1in
this leisurely atmnosphere that the five men hunted. By mwmid -~
worning of the second day they had killed all the animals they
needed and they returned home by late afternoon. There was a
bustle until well past sundown in all their yards. The children
all feasted on meat roasted over the coals until their stomaches
nearly burst, and 1ong after they had retired the adults sat
around the outdoor fires where the bones were still cooking 1in
great 1ron pots ; they had guests coming in the next morning to

sample a bit of the kill.
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Tholo always loved this part of the day 1in his own yard. The same
scene had been repeated so many times. He sat on a low chair, his
wife sat flat on the ground, one leg folded under her , one ley

stretched out and she always stared reflectively at the fire.
What's the news ?' he'd say at some point.

‘She had the capacity to live with the conflicts of life in a way
he had not. Like all women, she was involved in village gossip
and disputes. She knew éverything, but the richness of her
comnunication lay 1in her gift to sift and sort out all the
calamities of everyday life with the unerring heért of a good
story - teller. And as though that were the crux of it all,' he
liked to comment at some point : 'People don't know how to treat

each othe nicely.’

In response to his question that eQening. 'What's the news 7 '
she began : ‘'Word came today from the cattle - post that one of
the young bulls that has not yef been castrated, was involved in
a fight with one of the older buils and -has been badly
injured...' She paused a bit and furrowed her brow. There was
some frouble in their village ward. 'There's trouble again
between Felicia and her husband. It's a pity because they are
just newly married, but Felicia was never very normal, evén_
before marriage. She used to be polite then, but since her
marriage she took to quarrelling with her husband every day.
People hear nothing but shouting from their yard. She refused to
plough this year because she said her husband had a good job.and

she didn't see why she couldn't rest a bit. Now 1t appears that
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the husband isn't very normal either. Today. he resigned from
that good job and said he would rest a bit too, since resting and
1dling wa; all that was going on in his yard. No one knows how
this mess 1s going to be sorted out but the day they are

starving, people will have to help...'

And so her voice murmured on relating the incredible muddle and
nonsense people made of their lives each day. From her he knew
also that no so long ago Rapula had taken up with a shebeen queen
and arrived homc dead drunk everyother night and beat his wife
because she complained and scolded. What could be done ? Nothinyg
could sort out the world. It would always be a painful muddle.
That was why he had turned.to Rapula ad smiled like God, 1in a

kind and friendly way.
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