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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 



Sub-standard living; broadly identified as 'slums' has 

come to be regarded as a major problem of urbanization. 

While no Indian city is free from slums, the problem appears 

to be more acute in metropolitan cities. Slums are known by 

different terms in different regions: l<atras,. gal lis,. 

juggi-jhopd.i. in Delhi chawls in Bombay; ahatas in Kanpur; 

bustees in Calcutta; Cheris in Madras; Keris in Bangalore 

and petas in Andhra Pradesh. 

Slums surfaced as an u~ban problem in India in the 

early pa~t of this century. However, slums as ~ major urban 

issue was a result of rapid urbanization after World War II 

and more pointedly after Independence in 1947. 

The problem of slum and pavement dwellers in the cities 

of India are fast assuming alarming proportions. 

Considering the fact that slum and pavement dwellers 

comprise nearly a third of population of four major cities 

(Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta, Madras), and comp~ise a fast 

growing proportion of the smaller cities and towns as well. 

In the major cities such as Bombay, Delhi, Calcutta, Madras, 

Ahmedabad, Bangalore, 25 35% of the population is 

constituted by the urban poor living in slums and on 

pavements, and earning a subsistence living in the informal 

sector (Singh and de-Souza- 1980).1 

In developing countries like India, the growth of low 

urban settlements is intimately related to the process and 
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pace of urbanization. The larger cities have attracted the 

maximu~ number of migrants f~om the rural areas, because, 

unlike the small towns, they offer a wide range of 

employment opportunities which require various degrees of 

skill and , the big cities are in a position to provide 

employment to rural migrants who are largely unskilled and 
I 

illiterate. 

Table 1 

Population of India by Rural and Urban Residence 
and their Percent Decadal Variation. 1901-1991 

Population (in millions) Percent 
Distribution 

Decc.dal 
Growth Rates 

Year Total Rural Urban RDral Urban Rural Urban 

1901 

1911 

1921 

1931 

1941 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981 

1991 

Source 

238.4 212.5 25.9 89.2 10.8 

252.1 226.1 25.9 89.7 10o3 6.4 0.3 

251.3 223.2 28.1 88.8 11.2 -1.3 8.3 

279.0 24.5. 4 33.5 88.0 12.0 9.9 19.1 

318.7 274.4 44.2 86.1 13.9 11.8 31.9 

361.1 298.7 62.2 82.7 17.3 8.8 41.4 

439.2 360.2 78.9 82.0 "18.0 20.6 26.4 

548.2 439.0 109.5 80.9 19.1 '19.0 34.0 

683.4 532.9 159.5. 72.2 23.7 19.3 46.14 

846.1 628.7 217.6 73.8 26.1 20.0 36.47 

Census of India (1991), Series 1, India Pa~t II
A, Final Population Totals.(Page-98) 

Table 1 gives the distribution of India's population by 

rural and urban residence since 1901 and also the decadal 
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rates of change in each of the two categories. 

This table shows that by the turn of the century. only 

10.8 .per cent of th~ couhtry·~ population lived in urban 

areas. The proportion did not change iri any appreciable 

manner until the 1921 after which the component of urban 

population increased gradually and in 1971 one-fifth of 

India's population became urban and by 1991, it increased to 

26.13 percent contributing to more than one-fourth of the 

total population. 

From tabl~ 1. we also observe"that the urban population 

of India inc~eased at a fast~r pace since the beginning of 

the forties, mainly through the process of migration. This 

was as a result of the establishment of certain industries 

in urban areas as a part of war effort, and, later, due to 

migration of refugees after the partition of the country 

into India and Pa~istan in 1947.2 

Quoting from the works of Raghavachari (1974) and 

Ambannavar (1975), M.K. Premi argues that the urban 

population for the late 21st Century (2,000- 2Q01) will be 

278 or 291 million. Using this data he is of the opinion 

that by the end of the century the urban population of India 

will constitute roughly 30 - 35 per cent of the total 

population i.e. approximately two and a half times to more 

than three times the 1971 level. 

Today slums and more recent squatter-settlements, which 

together embrace all types of low-income housing in urban 
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areas, are not an isolated and temporary phenomenon but a 

national issue linked to the growing rural-urban migration. 

The primary reasons for rural-urban migration is 

economic. The rural poor migrate to the cities i~ search of 

employment rather than better employment opportunities. 

Majority of the slum and pavement dwellers decided to leave 
/ 

the village because they were no longer able to support 

themselves and their families. Unemp 1 oymen t, 

underemployment, unproductive land holdings, indebtedness 

and adverse agricultural conditions were so~e of the reasons 

for their plight. 

The pattern of rural-urban migration is affected by 

levels of urbanization within a state or regio~p patterns of 

rural development and the resulting socio-economic 

inequalities. States with high levels of urbanization draw 

rural migrants not only from within the state itself, but 

from states nearby, which have low levels of urbanization 

and rural development. Migrants from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar 

and Rajasthan (the states with low levels of urbanization) 

comprise an important section of the slum population of all 

3 the large cities outside the Southern region. 

The rural masses that come to the urban areas face the 

first problem of a "shelter" next only to a job for their 

sur',;ival. If some friend or a relative is already there in 

the new place, the problem of searching for shelter is less~ 

for the time being. Otherwise they search for a v~cant land 
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near the work place or in the outskirts of the city and 

erect "make shift" shed and start living in it. Thus it can 

be said to be the genesis of the slum formation or squatter 

settlements in any urban area. 

The 'slum' furnishes not only temporary shelter for the 

new arrivals to the city, it also receives those members of 

the ~rban community who have lost their economic and social 

foothold. in more elevated strata of urban society. 

They represent the depr~ssed areas or sub-sections of 

the population, that are not fully integrated social!~ or 

economically into the national development process. A vdde 

gap in income and wealth, power and statu~ separates the 

el'ite from the ~ass of the population in most urban areas. 

And w~th the fast rate of growth of urban centres~ one can 

expect the urban landscape to mirror more glaringly, the 

contrasts and evils of society, economic disparities, social 

inequalities, cultural alienation and an ever increasing 

deprivation for majority of poor city·dwellers. 

Majority of the urban population living in slums have a 

very low level of standard of living. While most urbanites 

are better off than the ruraL masses~ there are some who 

have no shelter, others who can barely clothe themselves and 

malnutrition 

themselves, 

survival. 

is common. For many, the quest for food 

for their children, is a daily struggle 

for 

for 

Their survival requires extraordinary energy, 

resourcefulness, and above all, courage and endurance. 



It needs to be recognized that the problem of slums is 

associated with the exploitative system of th~ capitalist 

society. The city is for the rich and the middle classes 

who can pay for the infrastructure and other urban 

facilities and luxuries. The city administration safeguards 

the rights of the propertied class and the corporation or 

municipality renders services to those who reside in 

authorised areas and who pay taxes for these ser~ices . 

. The city administration_has only a margi~1al poli.::··,.: -tor 

the housing of low 1ncome groups and none for the urban 

poor, who cannot afford to pay for rent, water and other 

facilities. 

" Urban poverty .iS ;1ot a problem of number of people but 

of structures maintained by an elitist 

value system that keeps large number~ of 

powerless." 4 

and technocratic 

men and L~omen 

The industrialists. traders and others who recruit a 

large number of unskilled workers do not care for their 

welfare. The former get cheap labour supply from 'the slums 

without providing them housing or other facilities. Thus, 

both the administration and the employers exploit the slum 

dwellers. 

Hence, one observes a dual culture in cities where a 

small proportion of population has access to the existing 

opportuniti~s lives a life of affluence while a majority of 
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population competes for scarce resources. 

The category of slum and pavement dwellings in all the 

major cities was found to be related to the economic 

functions the people perform within the urban economy. A 

large majority of urban poor are employed in the category of 

unskilled workers; in service sectors; and in informal 

sector of the economy as self employed persons in petty 

trade, transport, repairs - where entry is easy, requiring 

less skill, less education and less capital. The. scale of 

operation is small, lahour-intensive and based on a.dapti·.·e 

technology and skills acquired outside the 

system. 

formal school 

Since their incomes allow little to spare for 

transportation, nearness to their pla~e of wor~ is of 

paramount importance. Thus, nearly every city has 

'industrial slums' which houses lower level industrial 

workers; "residential slums" which houses domestic and those 

eng~ged in service occupation, and "construction slums" 

which houses the city's construction workers and are usually 

temporary in nature. "Refugee slums" were also numerous in 

Delhi and Calcutta in the years, following partition, but 

these have assumed less importance in recent years. 

The occupational structure and income of the urban poor 

reflect the extremely difficult condition under which they 

have to survive in the slum and squatter settlement of the 

city. Vast majority of the urban population lacks the 
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minimum necessities of life such as shelter and access to 

water, beside other basic needs like food, clothing, 

care, education and environmental sanitation. 

health 

Although the lower castes comprise a smaller proportion 

of the urban population than of. the rura 1 population in 

India, it has been found that the lower castes comprise a 

disproportionately large percentage (usual!y a substantial 

majority) of slum and pavement dwellers in all the major 

cities. This points to the fact that the urban poor are the 

same as those in rural areas - bbth lying at th~ bottom of 

the social. structure and suffering from cumu 1 at i •.·e 

inequalities. 

The analysis of u~ban poor has been approached from 

several viewpoints. They may be viewed as unwanted migrants 

who flock the cities due to reasons lying outside the urban 

regions, 

cities, 

who are seen not only as marring the · beaLity' of 

but also as breeding grounds for disease, 

immorality, crime and other social ills. Or, alternatively, 

one may view them as the very brain and brawn which builds 

and sustains the cities as they perform a wide range of 

services on which the urban economy depends. In fact, it is 

they who keep the wheels of industry moving and provide 

other valuable services. 

However, slums have acquired a social stigma. In the 

eyes of the law, they are illegal encroachers; on the files 

of the- police, they are dens of criminals and anti-social 
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elements. In the eyes of the lay public the slum dwellers 

are destitutes, an unwanted burden on the city. And for 

those who govern and manage the city, they are an eye-sore' 

to be hidden or get rid off. 

Something, how~ver, must be wrong with the society, if 

for so long, so many people hold such downr.igh\.. 

misconceptions. And undoubtedly, a lot must be wrong with 

the city's 

priorities 

planning, administration and development 

if one third to one h~lf of its people have to 

live in dirty hovels, without even safe drin~ing water and 

cither minimum basic services. 

DEFINITION·OF SLUM 

Generally both objective as ~ell as subjective criteria 

are used in defining a slum. According to a report of 

United Nations Urban Land Policies, a slum is a building, 

group of buildings or area characterized by ove~irowding, 

deterioration. unsanitary conditions or absence of 

facilities or amenities which because of these conditions or 

any of them, endanger the health, safety or moral of its 

inhabitants or the community. 5 

The Encyclopedia of the social sciences defines: 'slums 

are areas planned primarily for residential use, where 

deteriorated, overcrowded unsanitary or unsafe structures 

jeopardise public welfare. The term connotes the worst 

structural and sanitary conditions and the most d~graded 
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·occupancy usually, by the lowest income g~oups, of any given 

pe~iod." 

The Government of India Slum Areas (imp~ovement and 

clea~ance) Act of 1954 defines a slum as "any predominant 1 ,. 

residential area where the dwellings by ~eason of 

dilapidation, overcrowding, faulty arrangement of design of 

building, lack of ventilation, light or sanitary facilities 

or an~ combination of these factors are detrimental to 

_safety, health or morals". 

However, the scientific definition of slum~ in 

was first developed by t:he Seminar on 'Slum clearance' 

India 

held 

in Bombay in May 1957. Acco~ding to this semina~, slum is 

described 

developed 

as a 'chaotically occupied, unsystematically 

and generally neglected area which is 

overpopulated by persons and overcrowded with- ill-~epaired 

and neglected st~uctures. The are.a has insufficient 

communication, indifferent sanitary 

inadequate amenities necessary for 

arrangements, 

the maintenance 

and 

of 

physical and social health and the minimum needs and comfort 

of human beings and the community. There is a gene~al 

absence of social services and welfare agencies to deal with 

the major social problems of persons and families in respect 

of sub-standard of living, who are the victims of 

biological, pathological consequences of the physical and 

social environment". 

F~om the above definitions, a general picture of slum 
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is obtained, where the physical conditions presents a 

picture of total neglect. There is an absolute lack of any 

order, the minimum facilities like water, sanitation and 

electricity are conspicuously absent or woefully inadequate. 

Cesspools stagnate in front of each house, Overcrowding is 

common, with a high percentage of families living in single 

rooms; and it is inhabited by people of a low class or by 

the very poor. 

In addition to above definitions, three common points 

emerge from the various attempts of several scientists 

defining a slum. These are: 

(a) Slum refers to an area, a situation and does not 

constitute an isolated building; 

(b) 

(c) 

Slum can 

physical 

be identified by a combination 

att~ibutions and not with reference 

of 

to 

any single attribute. 

The main physical attributes of slums are 

substandard housing, high densi.ty, 

overcrowding, insanitary conditions, 

basic amenities like water supply, 

congestion, 

absence of 

drainage, 

sewage and clearance of garbage. 

A major problem in the study of slums relates to the 

conditions under which slums emerge and these are varied. 

Broadly, three sets of situations in the growth of slums are 

identified. 

(a) Firstly, a slum develops as a result of the 
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squatting of poor migrants. A majority o1. the 

migrants coming to the cities are unskilled 

workers. They are too poor to rent a house and pay 

for urban infrastructure and facilities, such as 

water, sewage, and drainage. The poors are also not 

provided adequate facilities by the city in 

of low-rent ~1.1. t h all the 

terms 

urban 

infrastructure. 

houses 

Hence the poor migrants largely 

squat on vacant public land near the place o1 work, 

erect huts and use public facilities. The city 

administration considers such a settlement as 

illegal and does not any municipal 

services. The result is the inevitable growth of 

slums with substandard housing, over crowding and 

insanitary conditions. 

(b) The second set of conditions u~der which a slum 

develops is the old part of the city. The area gets 

congested and overcrowded and in the absence of 

adequate municipal ser'•lces, slum conditions 

increase. A variation of this process is the 

segregated Harijan colonles in the city which 

mainly consist of sweepers as salaried employees of 

municipalities and hospi+;:als. 

cobblers. Such areas become 

and coolies 

overcrowded 

and 

and 

insanitary conditions prevai 1 in the absence of 

adequate civic amenities. The same situation is 

found 1n the 'chawls' of industrial workers where 

housing is provided by the fac~ory management. 
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(c) Thirdly, as the city expands, it sucks in the 

colonies of fishermen, herdsmen and the like's and 

villages situated on its periphery. In this 

process, the agricultural land of the village is 

put to urban land use, whereas the inhabited area 

of the village is left intact without 

infrastructure facilities. Since the rent ard cost 

of living are naturally low in these areas~ many 

poor unskilled workers come and live here. The area 

•. 

gets overcrowded over a' period of time and in the 

absence of adequate municipal services, slum 

conditions pre~ails. 

According to K. Ranga Rao and M.S.A. Rao,(1984) the 

first type of slum formation is the most common in Indian 

cities. 

The slums s~ould be distinguished from temporary 

hutment colonies that often come up in growing cities. These 

are generally set up by construction, howeve~, ~row on any 

vacant piece of land or even on the road side closer to the 

business localities or canal banks on a regular basis and 

thus they tend to became permanent features of urban poor. 

GOVERNMENT POLICIES 

The concentration of population and natural resources 

in a few cities is the main reason for the present state of 

urban chaos. Challenges like water scarcity, pcllu tion, 
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d~ain of natu~al resources, health haza~ds, malnutrition, 

p~olife~ation of slums, urban 

pla~ue the pre~ent u~ban system. 

pove~ty, and unemployment 

Though it is true that mig~ation is the mechanism fo~ 

the t~ansfer· of ~u~al poverty to the cities., it is not the 

poo~ who are responsible for the deteriorating urban 

envi~onment and for the lack of basic services and public 

utilit~es; but the urban planners who have ignored the 

existence of the urban poor or simply excluded them from the 

social, economic and cultural benefits of urban planning~ 

There was little or no reference to slums in the Fi~st 

Fiv~. Year Plan (1951-56) and the earliest response to the 

issue of low inFome urban settlement after independence was 

th~ough the su~sidised Slum Clearance and Imp~ovement Scheme 

introduced in 1956. During the Second Plan (1956-61) and 

Thi~d Plan (1961-66) pe~iods, the scheme was in the Central 

Becto~ and du~inq this time the sanction of p~ojects and the 

release of funds we~e made by the central government. While 

actual execution of the scheme w•s ent~usted to the state 

governments. The scheme was transferred to the State Secto~ 

f~om Ap~il 1969 when the state governments were given the 

responsibility not only of execution of the projects but 

also for their budget provision and sanction. 

However, it was gradually realised that imp~ovement of 

slums at site would be p~efe~able to a policy of relocation 

of slum dwellers and const~uction of tenements, and in April 
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1972, the Government of India introduced the Central Scheme 

for Environmental Improvement in slum areas. Financial 

assistance was given to the state governments to undertake 

slum improvement programmes in Calcutta, Bombay, Delhi, 

Madras and other metropolitan areas. The scneme was 

transferred to the State Sector in the Fifth Five Year Plan 

(1974-79) to be financed as part of Minimum Needs Programme 

and the coverage of the scheme was increased to 611 cit~es 

with ~ population of three la~hs and above. 

This apart, the Govern~ent qf Indi~ has sponsored urban 

development schemes in collaboration with international 

agencies like UNICEF, World Bank and ODA. But these have not 

been effective mainly because of their sectoral 

Different agencies have attempted developm~ntal tasks with 

no forward or backward connections. 

When discussing slums and squatter upgrading programmes 

and resettlement, attention is invariably drawn to the four 

large metropolitan cities of Delhi, Calcutta, Bombay and 

Madras, because infrastructure, services and facilities are 

continually inadequate to cater to the needs of these 

agglomerations and in the process, the urban poor 

hardest hit. 

are the 

In Delhi, the stress has largely been on resettlement 

with continual improvement of infrastructure, services and 

facilities in such areas, which are away from the core. In 

Calcutta, the thrust has been on increasing the scope of 
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the core area sanitation programmes in and around all 

identified pockets. In Bombay, the programmes are like wise 

oriented and supplemented with repairs to structure. In 

Madras, an attempt is being made towards integrated slum 

upgrading and community development, and also comprehensive 

sites and services as against the serviced open plot concept 

elsewhere. 

In Hyderabad, Community Development Programmes are the 

main thrust of slum upgradation and in Ahmedabad incentives 

are oriented towards red,velopment through tenements and 

sanitising squatter settlements. Kanpur with its thin 

division between core area slum and non-slum has concerned 

itself with upgrading as many pockets as possible. Pune, 

with extensive slum pockets on private lands has embarlt.ed O>; 

partial upgrading in such areas and the effective 

In other improvement programmes in slums on public land. 

smaller cities,·environmental improvement is being attempted 

to the extent that limited resources allow, but 

comprehensive programmes for this target group are not yet 

apparent. 6 

Government's effort and programmes can be successful 

only when the; take into account and match with the needs of 

the people. Most rehabilitation or improvement programmes 

in the past have failed to take into account the priorities 

of the slum dwellers themselves. The Resettlement 

programmes undertaken have been expensive and often 

unsuccessful due to the hidden costs, such as wiping out the 
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investment which the people had already made in their 

demolished huts. These resettlement colonies are located on 

the outskirts of the city (as in the case of Delhi) which 

increased the transportation costs of the slum dwellers. 

There is a great need to devote more attention to the 

perceived needs and sets of priorities of slum dwellers 

before programmes are implemented rather than, after they 

have failed. More resource disbursement during the planning 

exercise needs to be channeled in 

d~.-~e l 1 ers. 

favour of the slum 

There have been many studies carried on slum dwellers. 

But most of these studies have taken into account 

aspects (such as migration patterns, caste~ kinship and 

religious networks, demographic characteristics, level of 

basic amenities, etc.) to studv the 'reality· of slum 

dwellers. (D'Souza and Singh, 1980; Desai and Pillai, 1972= 

Rao and Rao ((ed) 1991). 

Studies conducted by Family Planning Foundation; Town 

and Country Planning Organisations; focuses on specific 

points of view (health, environment, employment, occupation, 

housing etc.) which have been undertaken in formulating 

policies and programmes for slum dwellers. 

On environmental improvement, income generation, 

improvement of health of slum dwellers, studies have been 

carried out (Snehlata, 1990; Bhatnagar, 1986). Bhatnagar 
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emphasises 

consists 

"The health care delivery system in urban areas 

of Government/Municipal Bodies/Voluntary 

organisations. Most of these institutions are predominantly 

located in areas where density of poor and l ovJer midd 1 e · 

class families is somewhat low and the institutions do not 

have proper out-reach servi~es; thus vulnerable group of 

people, mostly needing family welfare, health care services 

tend to get left out." 

According to Snehlata, 7 the 'reality of slu~ dwellers 

and.their life situations ~merging f~om a review of some of 

the studies anc policy documents have placed the 

responsibility of p~verty and its associated socio-economic 

features and culture on the slum dwellers themse!ves'. 

Lewis 1966; Stokes 1962 believe that poverty generates 

its own culture of apathy, moral degeneration and lack of 

social, economic and poI i tical organisation, personal 

inadequacy and an inferiority complex arising out of the 

dominant value on the accumulation of wealth and poverty. 

D'souza (1968) "There are about a million people living 

in declared slums and another million in the hutment 

colonies in Bomba~. Nearly a lakh live on the streets. 

These living conditions are a serious continuing threat to 

health as well as to the preservation of order in city". 

Bulsara (1968) that "slums act as a stigma on the 

dwellers, damage the dignity of human personality and obsess 

the growing generations living there with a sense of 
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deprivation and inferiority". 

However, studies like Desai and Pillai, 1972; Rao and 

Rao, 1984; attempt to go contrary to this dominant 

They argue "the basic ideology behind the problems of 

trend. 

slums 

needs a careful examination. It needs to be recognised that 

the problem of slums is associated with the exploitative 

system of the capitalist society. The city is for the rich 

and middle class, who can pay for the infrastructure and 

other facilities and lU>luries." 

These resear~hers, however, do not look into the 

priorities and needs Df the slum dwellers and the efforts 

that they make to achieve their priority needs. They 

emphasise on large and broader socio-economic dimension of 

life. They do not study how within these larger 

constraints, people struggle to make a life for themselves. 

In the process a lot that is human, and positive in the slum 

dwellers is not focused upon. 

To overcome this limitation of the present knowledge, 

we plan to study in detail the day to day lives of the 

people living in slums and their struggles to provide for 

their families. 
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CHAPTER II 

METHODOLOGY 



Conceptualisation of problem: 

Largely because of the model o~ development adopted by 

the five year plans in India which ~eglected some cr~cial 

needs of the majority of the poor peasants and with the 

concentration of investment and resources in the industrial 

or modern sector; there developed a dual economy with 

dichotomous relationships between the urban and rural 

sectors and; within the c:ity, between the fcrmal c3'"i :1 

informal se.c tors. These factors in turn can be said to be 

responsible for the formation of slums ir. the city. 

The changing economic patterns, mcdernisation and 

development, and the consequent opening up of new job 

opportunities in urban areas are major ractors which have 

brought significant changes in the tradi tiona I set l<P of 

Indian society. Growing industrial and commercial activity 

in the urban sector coupled with rela:ive st&gnation in 

agriculture, 

unproductive 

are some of 

inadequate implementation of land reforms, 

land holdings, indebtedness and unemployment 

the factors responsible tor large scale 

migration from rural areas to urban. 

Due to the concentration of industrial and commercial 

activity, the m1grants have tended to flock to a few large 

cities, in the ::ountry. The vast buH of such migrants 

belong to the weaker sections of the society who are no 

longer able to make out a meagre subsistence in the village. 



Hence we see that the rural pov•rty is carried over to 

the c~ty by the mechanism of rural-urban migration and is 

most visible in slums and squatter settlements. Environment 

deterioration, sub-standard housing and lo~ levels of health 

and nutrition characterise these slums. 

The migrants (often coming from poor socio-economic 

background), when they reach the city are unable to afford a 

decent accommodation. These people are left with no option, 

therefore, put up temporary structures on any available 

vacant land in the city, without the consent of the 

authorities. Slums provide shelter not only for the· new 

arrivals to the city, but for those people too, who are 

forced to move from non-slum areas of the cities because of 

accumulating 

living. 

housing shortages and the increasing cost of 

The urban poor are involved in diverse occupational 

roles, they are the unskilled and skilled workers·s there are 

those engaged in public undertakings, government and semi-

government and private offices working as unskilled office 

workers, semi-skilled technical and service personnel. Thus 

the workers among the urbanising poor are integrated in the 

urban economy at the lower levels in the trade and labour-

intensive service sectors. Their contribution to the city's 

economy and other services are of paramount importance but 

they are relegated to sub-human conditions of living. 
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The process of transition that is taking place among 

the urbanising poor is seen in their changing life-:-styles. 

Since the urban poor live in the context of a multiplicity 

of social groups, it is not that the way of life of a 

particular group is imitated, but the reference model 

comprises many social groups with which they come into 

contact in the city. The total transformation in life-

styles includes changes in dress, food habits, material 

cult~re, customs and mode of travels and type of conveyance 

etc. Factory made textiles, ready-made garments, terylene 

shirts and nylon sarees have re~laced homespun and home-made 

clothes. The mode of dress has changed considerably, 

trousers and shirts are becoming popular among the men. 

Commercial restrictions between the different castes have 

been relaxed considerably. Untouchability as a practice is 

considerably relaxed in the city. Tea and soft drinKs are 

common place. Small restaurants,dhabhas are being used in 

the same way as the better-placed social groups use the tea 

and coffee houses and better quality restaurants. 

In villages, majority of the population is engaged in 

agriculture with a few engaged in traditional occupations as 
/ 

pottery, carpentery, weaving, etc. Children very largely 

follow the occupations of their parents. the 

same population migrates to metropolitan areas they have to 

give up traditional occupation "agriculture" and they 

diversify into a large number of activities ranging from 

casual labour, kabadi business to government services. Mo$t 
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of the people with peasant background are absorbed into city 

dynamics as unskilled workers. A few pick up some skills 

and become the more privileged among the slum dwellers. He 

may also join as industrial labour force or get engaged ~n 

informal sector. His children do not necessarily follow the 

type of occupation he is involved in. 

mobility is mere conspicuous in cities. 

Thus, occupational 

The urban poor is influenced considerably by his 

surroundings. He begins to see the luxury items like T.V .• 

Fan,. Radio, Petrol driven vehi~les etc. as necessary. The 

urban poor, who are at· the bottom of the social hierarchy 

try to realise this social status. They get linked up with 

the dream of rising social status and are often acquired at 

the cost of m~re basic needs. His vievAS on 

far his children specially girls, undergoes education 

change. He tries his level best to provide his children a 

better education and a better future. 

The urban poor stay in 'slum' in a community which is 

overpopulated and congested. He shares community toilets 

and latrines. He is forced to live in an unhealthy 

environment, in a small dwelling (which is very different 

from the earlier life in the village). Living in city, 

everything has to be purchased on the basis of money. As Cl 

result, inflation is felt more by the urban poor. They are 

the hardest hit by the rising prices. For obtaining two-

square meals, and a roof, he has to undergo lot 

struggle. 
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Though in urban areas, the best of medical facilities 

are available the urban poor is not in a position to 

utilise 

reach. 

these services as they are costly and out of his 

Government hospitals cannot be availed due to its 

bureaucratic set up and ill-treatment done by doctors to 

these poor. 

Thus we see that almost 40 - 60% of the metropolitan 

popufations undergo the stressful experience of a very rapid 

transition in their lives. They move away from the close-

nettedness community support structure of their villages, 

wherein despite conflicts and poverty, they had space and 

knowledge 

unfamiliar 

of their environment. They come 

city with very different value 

institutions and almost no support structures. 

into an 

systems, 

The problem that this dissertation attempts to study is 

how people cope with this transition and what are the 

processes through which they acclimatize themsel.ves within 

the city environment. We,. therefore, focus not only their 

health problems, but also on their priorities, the shift in 

value systems and the efforts that they make to fulfill 

these. 

OBJECTIVE: 

The maln objective of this study is to eYplore the 

nature and degree of transi~ion in the lives of the slum 

dwellers over the past 10 years and the place of health in 
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their present priorities. 

This main objective can be s~b-divided 

following sub-objectives: 

into the 

(a) To study the socio-economic structure of the slum 

and the stratification within it. 

(b) 

(c) 

To study the priorities and value system in 

lives of the slum dwellers; 

The problems they face in achieving 

priorities. 

2. DATA REQUIRED 

the 

these 

General Qualitative information. Qualitative information 

pertaining to , 

(a) The historical background of the slum: of the slum 

dwellers (i.e. their place of origin, 1-".ind of 

for occupation'· toll O'-'Jed in the village, reasons 

migration) were collected. 

(b) Improvement or decline in their standard of living over 

the past ten years (in the context of food consumption, 

clothing, shelter, health, savings and debts, schooling 

of their children, possession of luxury items}. 

(c) How they (especially the women) coped with the crises. 

(d) What their dreams, aspirations and priorities were. 

(e) On health aspects, questions relating to their dietary 

patterns; their views on Family planning; the common 

diseases prevalent in the slum and the kind of measures 

taken by the dwellers during illness were explored. 
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(f) Information on the availability and accessibility of 

different health services and ins t i t u t ions 

(private/government/voluntary organisation) and 

people's perception about these services were studied. 

(g) Existence of basic amenities like water-supply, sewage 

and waste disposal, · toilets, garbage clearance, 

electricity supply, conveyance in the slum and the 

people's perception of these ser~ices were explored. 

Qualitative Information: Quantitative information o~ the 

soc:io-economic status an~ health of thE !-,ouseholds we>.=: 

collected through a base-line ·surve'/ of the slum. 

Information was collected on features such as their 

caste, religion, number of living rooms in the house, number 

of earning members and their occupations, their total 

monthly/daily incomes, the family size and its composition; 

education of earning members and number of school going 

children; and possession of consumer durables. 

Information was also collected on the cases of illness 

'in the family over the past three years. 

Case Reports: Forty five households were studied in much 

greater detail to get an insight into the dynamics of their 

lives. A daily record was maintained in the field diary cf 

the conversation, activities and observations made during 

. 
the course of survey. Detailed case reports of these 

households were made wherein quest~ons relating to their 

socio-economic conditions in the past, their present life; 
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their priorities and aspirations; the problems they faced or 

were facing in life were covered in much greater detail. 

Similarly the main health problems of the people and the 

actions taken by them were explored. 

PROCEDURE OF DATA COLLECTION 

Selection of Slum 

.The criteria used for selecting the slum were: 

(a) The residents should have been staying in a slum 

for 10 years, but not ~ore than • <:. 
..c...; years. This is 

to ensure that the study population should still be 

in a struggling phase. 

(b) The slum should have a miMed population of bot::, 

Hindus and Muslims; 

(c) Acce~s to the slum should be easy. 

(d) The study population should not be more than 200 

households, which is to be pic~ed up in a cluster, 

either from the centre of the slum, or from any 

part of it. 

Keeping these criteria in mind, the researcher 

approached the office of the Municipal Corporation of 

Hyder a bad to select a slum from their lists. As the 

researcher's residence is in Circle V (in the municipal 

division) hence a slum had to be chosen from circle V (for 

easy accessibility to the s 1 um) . The Project Officer of 

Circle V was approached who suggest~d three slums keeping in 
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view all the selection criteria. 

Later, the researcher approached all the three slums 

with the help of the Slum Development Officer and was 

introduced to the leaders of these slums. It \.'las observed 

that all the three slums depicted similar features: they 

were densely populated with narrow alleys; open drains and 

stagnant pools with the smell of decaying refuse was founc 

everywhere and the residents belonged to the lower econo~ic 

category. . Finally, the ~lum of 'Habeeb Fatima Nagar' was 

chosen because the leader bf this slum was more approachable 

and promised to help the researcher. 

This is a single slum in the city of Hyderabad and does 

not necessarily represent all slum dwellers of the city. 

B~se Line Survey 

The Base-line survey on 200 households was conducted 

for ·the purpose of quantitative exploration to identify the 

socio-economic status of the slum dwellers. 

Given the time constraint~ covering the whole Slum of 

Habeeb Fatima Nagar was not possible as there was a total of 

1,100 households with a population of 5,000 (approx.) 

residing. The slum is divided into two phases - Phase I and 

Phase I I . Phase 1 which lies in the eastern side of 

slum, is a levelled area and was developed first. Phase 

the 

I I 

located on an uneven terrain is not so a very well developed 

area. Phase II starts from house no. 504 to 900 (see the 
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After surveying the entire slum, the part chosen for 

base-line survey was a cluster in Phase-II numbering houses 

from 504 to 868 (see map. 2) • This part of the slum 

exhibited features of a typical slu~ i.e. due to the uneven 

terrain, these people lacked basic amenities liY-e road, 

water. The area was filled with dirty water coming out from 

houses; filth and refuse was found everywhere. Beginning 

with house no 504 we included ~11 households whose members 

had been living in the area for 10 year or more, until! we 

had listed 200 households. We do nat claim that 

represents the whole slum. 

I r. for-mation was gathered from the head 

this part 

of the 

household/elder members(who were present at home at the time 

of survey) . 

The schedule that was followed is given in Appendix I. 

TOOLS .USED Both Qualitative and Quantitative data was 

gathered. For this the various tools used were: 

(1) Secondary records and review of literature on Hyderabad 

city and slums in H;derabad, v1ere co 1 1 ec ted from 

organisations like the Municipal Corporation of 

Hyder a bad Osmania university; University of Hyderabad 

CESS(centre for economic and social studies); 

for social development. 

Council 

(2) For Qualitative exploration - indepth interviews were 
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held with the head of the household and elde~ membe~s 

p~esent in the family. G~oup discus~ions within the 

family and among the slum dwelle~s in g~oups, we~e 

ca~~ied out. This method was also used to get 

additional info~mation on the socio-economic 

cha~acte~istics of the slum. 

(3) Non-pa~ticipant obse~vation was employed to explo~e the 

'diffe~ent dimensions of people's lives (living style, 

contents of thei~ meals, inside view of thei~ houses, 

. 
etc.)so as to catch a t~ue pictu~e of thei~ lives in 

the best possible manne~. 

( 4 ) Inte~view Schedule: Fo~ the base line su~vey an 

inte~view schedule was used to elicit info~mation from 

200 households. 

( 5) Case Repo~ts: Detailed case ~epo~ts of 45 households 

we~e collected th~ough ~epeated visits and discussions 

with family membe~s. Whe~eve~ possible the statement 

we~e c~oss ~hecked f~om va~ious qua~ters. 

( 6) Informal inte~view and discussions,~.-,e~e ca~~ied out 

with Municipal Co~po~ation officials (lil-·,e Di~ecto~, 

P~oject Officer; Slum Development Office~); President 

of Habeeb Fatima Nagar Slum; P~esident of Mahila Mandai 

in the slum. With doctors having dispensaries in the 

slums, with volunta~y organization personnel carrying 

out health related activities in Habeeb Fatima Nagar. 

( 7 ) Rapport building : To be able to collect indepth data 

about the lives of slum dwelle~s, a major pre-requisite 
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was building a good rapport with the people. 

The researcher through the 'Mahila Mandal' was 

introduced to the women sit~ing in groups. l,olhenever 

possible the opportunity was g~abbed to build a rapport 

with the people sitting in group so as to elicit more 

( 8) 

information. 

Crosschecking of infonnaticr, was done to test 

reliability at various possib!e st~ges. 

ANALYSIS: On the basis of the base-line survey, the 

their 

per 

capita income of 200 hcuse.holds >"IE~""e calculated by dividing 

the total monthly earnings of each house hold with the total 

number of 

stratified 

family members residing. The study population was 

(on basic of per capita income) into four 

economic categories of B..s.JLJ~ . .L and ~ Each category is a 

mixture of different occupational groups(daily wage earners, 

private/industrial workers, government employees, shop 

owners and service sector employees.) 

Categor~ 'A' consists of non-regular income earners. 

This group co~sists of labourers, rickshaw-pullers, ~enders, 

auto drivers(who drive on rent), owners of small shops • 

The households in this category do not have a regular 

income, hence per capita income of these households could 

not be calculated. The other categor~es i,e .. B.C and D 

consists of households which ha~e a regular source of 

monthly income. 

32 



Category ·a· consists of households who have a per 

capita income of less than Rs.200 per month. Category'C' 

consists of households who have a per capita income ranging 

between Rs 200-500. Category ·o· has the highest per capita 

income which was above Rs 500 per month. 

The distribution of house holds in each category, is 

given below in a tabulated form. An indepth study was 

conducted on forty five families. The families, for indepth 

study were selected from each of the economic categories on 

a random basis. Their numnber's being in proportion to their 

size in the 200 households of bast'! line Survey. 

indicated in the following table : 

Category 

A 

B 

c 

D 

Monthly 
per Capita 
Income 

Non Regular Income 

Less than Rs.200 

201-500 

501-1000 

No. of 
houses 

66 

71 

39 

24 

Percentage. 
distribu
tion (%) 

(33.0) 

(35.5) 

(19.5) 

(12. 0) 

This is 

Households 
cover-ed in 

Indepth Study 

15 

16 

9 

5 

PHASING OF THE STUDY: The field study was carried out in two 

phases. 

Phase-! was started from September to mid November 1993 

to collect the base-line data on 200 households and to get 

acquainted with the slum dwellers. 

e, 
Phase II started from Janu~ry to mid April 1994. During 
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this phase an intensive study of 45 households was carried 

out. In terv i e\.'IS lrli th slum dwellers,Private health 

practitioners practising near the slums voluntary health 

personnel were held. Secondary data was also collected from 

various organisations and libraries on slums of 

and Hyderabad City, during this phase. 

LIMITATIONS 

(1) Not all the slum dwellers were cooperative in 

Hyderabad 

answering 

the questions. When they came to know that the 

tre interviewer was just a student and by ans~r1er ing 

questions they would not gain anything, they just 

refused to answer and considered it a waste of 

time. 

their 

(2) Talking 

pullers, 

to daily wage earners ( 1 abourers, rickshaw 

vendors, auto-drivers) was a problem because 

they would le~ve for work in the morning at s· 0 clock 

and come back late in the evenings. These people did not 

have free time on the days when they could be contacted. 

As a result, in few cases, only one of the family 

members could be interviewed. 

{3) Because of lack of time a wider population could not be 

covered which would have given much better insights. 

Therefore the findings of this study are only suggestive 

and cannot be generalised. 
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CHAPTER III 

A) THE CITY OF HYDERABAD 



The historic city of Hyderabad (the State Capital of 

area in Andhra Pradesh) is the Sixth largest metropolitan 

the country with a population of 42.8 lakhs (1991 Census) • 

Area-wise, it accounts for 2.83/. of the total area 

is· situated at 17-27°N latitude and 

cf the 

State. It 

longitude and is located on an altitude of 1778 feet above 

the mean sea level. 

The city was founded as the civil capital in by 

the ruler of Golconda dynasty, Mohammad Quli Qutb Sl".,:;.''~ .tn 

order to decongest the fort citv of Golconda. (Under ~ohmud 

Shah I\l (1482), Sultan Quli became an Amir of the empire 

with the title of Outb-Ul-Mul~ receiving as his jagir 

'Golconda' and the surrounding lands). 

History 

In 1591, Mohammed Quli Outb Shah grew weary of his 

fortress capital Golconda, ~-1hich by then had become 

overcrowded with habitations. The place became too unhealthy 

and unpleasant to reside. While huhting one day on the 

South Bank of the river Musi, he was attracted by the fresh 

and green appearance of the site on which the City of 

Hyderabad now stands, which is about four miles east of 

Golconda Fort and selected it as the site of his new 

capital. 

lady of 

He called ,the new city as 'Bhagyanagar· afte- the 

his love Bhagmati. When the city grew i: was 

renamed Hyderabad. 
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Soon after its creation, Hyderabad succeeded in growing 

faster than the fortress town of Golconda with its hectic 

commercial activity, as it was situated on the Main highway 

and trade route connecting Golconda with its major port 

Masulipatnam on the east coast and Aurangabad, a great 

military and trading centre 300 miles to the North-West. It 

continued to outpace Golconda until 1687 when the Kingdom 

was annexed to the Moghul empire. During the period between 

1687 and 1725 the Southern Headquarters of .the Moghul empire 

functioned from Aurangabad. This left Hyderabad politi~ally 

disturbed and forlorn. In 1763, however. the rulef of the 

Deccan, Nizam Ali Khan realised the strategic importance of 

Hyder a bad in staking his political claims and shifted his 

Headquarters back to Hyder·abad. Thus after a 

seventy-six years, Hyder-abad once again became an 

Deccan City. 

lapse of 

impor-tant 

With the shifting of the capital fr-om Aurangabad to 

there was an in-migration of the nobles of the Hyderabad, 

Court and their retainers to the city of Hyderabad. 

Agriculture, commerce and city-building activities were 

resumed with vigour and a new phase of urban renewal and 

expansion was stimulated. The expansion of the city was 

mainly southward beyond the walls of the old city along the 

east-west axis. To the south of this city was erected the 

Char-minar which is to this day, the most conspicuous 

landmark in the city of Hyderabad. 

36 



The character of Hyderabad c~ty was considerably 

altered by the establishment of the Cantonment in 

Secunderabad in 1803. 

During 1798, as a consequence of the Subsidiary 

Alliance of the Nizam with the East India company which 

granted certain economic concessions to the latter in 

matters of tr~de; five thousand British troops were camped 

on the outsY. irts of Hyderabad. This new settlement came to 

as Secunderabad after the name of the Nizam 

( 1803-29) . The.Cantonment became a major 

station because of its military importance. Between 1798 

and 1858, the Cantonment grew from an area of four square 

miles and around 8,000 population consisting of military and 

civilian forces to seventeen square miles and about 50,000 

population. Being a British cantonment, Secunderabad 

English was acquired an identity distinct from Hyderabad. 

the official language, missionary schools sprang up to 

impart education, churches and cathedrals occupied pride of 

place. 

The two parts of the city had separate existence and 

were deliberately kept apart. by the colonial regime. 

British troops were denied access to the old cities, on 

hygienic 

railways 

and security grounds. But 

in 1874 not only brought 

the 

the 

introduction of 

twin-cities of 

Hyderabad-Secunderabad together but also succeeded in 

establishing important trade links between 
1
the twin-cities 

and other cities like Bombay and Madras. 

37 



The Present City: The p~esent Hyde~abad city thus comprises 

of the twin-cities of Hyderabad and Secunde~abad, the fo~me~ 

~epresenting the civilian a~ea and the latter the Cantonment 

area each having a different histo~ical backg~ound. 

Hyde~abad with a medi~val o~igin g~ew mostly under Muslim 

feudal ~ule while Secunderabad developed mainly unde~ 

B~itish influence~ 

At p~esent the twin cities togethe~ cove~ an a~ea of 

194.25 sq.kms. (within m~nicipal corporation limits), with 

Hyderabad alone having an area of 173.53 sq.kms. The river 

Musi divides old and new Hyderabad which a~e conn~cted by 

four narrow bridges. 

Southern bank and 

Northe~n bank. 

The old city is on the ~ight or 

the new city is on the left or 

the 

the 

Most of the ~ecent growth of Hyde~ab~d city is on the 

northe~n part of the river Musi. 

Population: Though, the~e was no change in the area of 

from 1971 onwa~ds, the population increased by 

the 

1.5 city 

times 

This 

in 1981 and almost 3.5 times 1n 1991 (See Table 1). 

is reflected by the highly varying pattern of density 

which was 6018 persons per sq. km. In 1971 and almost 

double (11,890) in 1991 (Table 1) causing very high 

congestion ahd crowding in the city .. 
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Table 1 

Hyder a bad City : Growth 
population density 

of area. population and 
(1941-1991) 

Year 

1941 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981 

1991 

Area 
(sq.kms) 

147.22 

206.00 

210.38 

298.51 

217.00 

217.00 

Population Growth rate 
(%) 

739,149 58.31 

1,129,467 52.55 

1,251,119 10.78 

1,796,339 43.80 

2,545,8~6 41.72 

4,273,498 67.86 

Population 
density 
per sq.kms. 

3805 

5483. 

5947 

6018 

7089 

11900 

Source: Census of India (A.P), Special Report on Hyderahad 
City; 1990 and District Handbooks 1961, 1971, 1981 
and Provisional Tables 1991. 

Compared to other major metropolitan cities in India, 

Hyderabad stands first in the population growth with 5.33% 

(1981). 

The City is divided into 23 Municipal wards of which 9 

wards are located South of river Musi (comprising the old 

city). The pattern of population density of the city 

exhibits significant variations if analysed at Ward level. 

For instance~ the central wards of the city (north of the 

river Musi) have attained very high densities as compared to 

the municipal wards of the old city (south of river Musi) 

which enjoyed a similar position before 1951. The density 

of population of these wards varies between 10,000- 21,000 

persons per sq. km. The Cantonment area which is also e 
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part of metropolitan area, has the lowest density. 

1 

varying 

between 2,000 - 5,000 persons per sq. km. 

The ~apid growth of metropolitan Hyderabad can be 

attributed to several socio-economic factors such as large 

scale in-migration of rural population from 1931 onwards, 

rapid expansion of administrative functions and ser~ices, 

growth in the sectors of tr~de and commerce and nodality of 

the city. 

Allahabad, 

Hyder a bad like many cities of India, 

Luckriow, Patna, Cuttack and Jaipur had beeG 

i.e. 

the 

seat of administration; first of Qutb Shah Kings and ·later 

on the Nizams of Asaf Jahi Dynasty. After indepencence, 

Hyderabad continued to be the capital of Hyderabad 5tate, 

under the Indian Union. With the restructuring of the 

Indian Map in the 1950's, the princely State of Hyderabad 

was incorporated into the enlarged State of Andhra Pradesh 

on 1st November, 1956 and was retained as the Capital City 

of the new State. 

The characteristic feature of Hyderabad city is that it 

is mainly compo~ed of administrative and service tunc :.ions; 

commercial functions take second place and the industrial 

functions take third place in the city's economy. 

Industries: Industrial growth was Initiated in Hyderab.sd 

much later than in other metropolitan cities in the country. 

It was during the decade 1931-41 that the Industrial Trust 

Fund was set up in Hyderabad, due to which two large textile 

mills, two cigarette factories, a nuhlber of button 
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factor-ies, a silk factory, a glass factor-y and a Hume Pipe 

factor-y spr-ung up in the city. 

A number- of Industr-ial units came up in the 

Secunderabad but are not concentrated in anv one ward. The 

early star-ter-s and especial·ly the factor-ies {n Azambad ar-ea 

were Sugar-, Tobacco and Cigar-ette factories, 

industr-ies, steel works, spinning mills and so on. 

leather

Ow-ing 

the· second Wor-ld War, several industr-ial units were set up 

including the Pr-aga Tools Cor-por-ation (1940). The year- 1941 

the establishment and gr-owth of an industrial 

Sanatnagar wh1ch facilitated the development of 

like Allwyn Metal Works. 

site at 

industries 

These industries attracted a lar-ge number- of ski lied 

and unskilled labour-er-s fr-om the neighbouring areas which 

contributed to a rapid population growth. However-, post-war 

industr-ial stagnation in the countr-y affected industr-ial 

growth in the city negatively for many years and the tempo 

of industr-ialization in Hyder-abad picked up momentum only 

after 1956, after- the second Five Year Plan had been 

launched. By 1966, ther-e wer-e 34,225 worr.ers working in 466 

units in Hyderabad. which by 1976 shot up to 4,72,490 

worker-s employed in 975 units. 2 

Presently, the predominant industr-ial ar-eas within the 

Municipal limits are:-

1. Azambad, Musheerabad and Sanatnagar- (of nor-th city areai 

2. Kavadiguda, New Bhoiguda and Lalaguda (o+ Secunderabad) 
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Majo~ Industrial Complexes outside the Municipal limits are: 

1. BHEL 

2. HMT (located on Medak Road) and Praga Tools 

3. Nuclear Fuel Complex, Hindustan Cables, ECIL, Hyder a bad 

Chemicals and Fertilizers, Republic Forge 

Moulali) 

(located at 

4. An Industrial Complex at Uppal and Ramanathapur on way 

to Warangal. 

The City is very rich in producing various raw 

products. 

cigarettes; 

lhe items that are e~ported are batteries; 

refrigerators; medicines; asbestos cement 

sheets; auto spare parts; table fans, ceiling and pedestal 

fans; zinc sheets; watches and clocks; aluminium and· 

hindalium articles etc. 

Emp 1 oymen t : When we look at the size of employment in the 

city, it had been below 10% except for years 1961, 1962, 

1965 and 1968 when it 

seen that the growth 

that whenever 

was 

was 

25%. During 1971--77, it has been 

mostly below 11. 3 It may also be 

noted percentage of employment has been 

higher, it was due to the establishment of new industries in 

the public sector. 

The capital investment and employment structure of 

large and medium scale industries of Metropolitan Hyderabad 

in 1983 reveals that Food and Agro based, 

Engineering industries had the main 

Chemical 

potential 

and 

for 

employment; these industries together provide more than two-
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/ 

thirds of the total industrial employment. 

The Census of 1961-71, does not exhibit any change in 

the occupational structure of the city; but the 1981 Census 

shows a considerable decline (from 40/. to 31%) in the 

proportion of working population to total population. ThE 

decline m~y be ~xplained mainl~ to the fact that employment 

has ncit kept pace with the growing population. However, the 

small scale and large scale enterprises and manufacturing 

indust~ies also had a very slow growth. 

The process of industrialization being slow in 

Hyderabad has resulted in very low per capita income. 

According to a Survey conducted by Hyderabad Metro-

politan Research Project, Osmania University, the average 

Monthly Income of a worker in Hyderabad City in 1965-66 was 

Rs.308.66 and over 60% of the sample households earned less 

than Rs.300 per month. According to another Sample Survey 

conducted by the Bureau of Economics and Statistics in 1977-

78, the per capita Monthly Income of the worker in the city 

did not change much from what it was in 1965-66, as the 

average per capita monthly income was Rs.311 and more than 

67% of sample households were in this range. Another Sample 

Survey conducted in 1983-84 brought out that more than 55% 

of the working population in the city was earning between 

Rs.200 - 400 per month, which shows a significant decline in 

the per capita income. The low occupational level reflects 

low income levels and confirm that the poverty level is 
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quite high in the city. The pictu~e looks more complete 

when related to the household size. The ave~age household 

si~e fa~ the enti~e city is 6, while the average household 

si2e of the old city is 7. Such low income levels are 

insufficient to support even a standa~d household of five 

membe~s. 4 

IJY"igration~ Despite the above fact that the city 1s 

p~oviding low occupation structu~e, the city has been 

~eceiving in-mig~ation at a ~ate of about 25/. on an average 

from 1951 onwards. It has beer estimated that during 1941 

and 1951 the rate of migration was very high (about 40%). 

The formation of Andhra Pradesh State in 1956 had a 

significant impact on mig~ation and due to large-scale 

migration Gf people f~om Coastal Andh~a, Rayaiaseema 

regions, the pe~centage of migration recorded as 16 during 

1951-56 rose to 46/. in 1957-61. 1961-71 and 1971-78 showed 

more or l.ess stable ~ate of migration which was on an 

ave~age about 25/. and which continues even tod~y. 

Table 2). 

Pe~iod of 
In-migration 

Prior to 1951 

1951-56 

19'57-61 

1961-70 

Since 1971 

Table 2 

HYDERABAD CITY IN-MIGRATION 

As per Census 
of India(/.) 

38.0 

16.0 

46.0 

22.0 

28.0 

As pe~ Othe~ 
su~vey (%) 

46.5 

17.0 

17.0 

19.5 

24.'5 

(See 

Sou~ce: Census of India and Hyde~abad Metropolitan Research 
Project, O.U. 1978. 
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It is inter-esting to note that the in-migrant 

population in the city lives mostly in the northern part 

including Secunderabad, and only 24.5% (in-migrants) live in 

the Southern part (old city) which not only shows the lacK 

of interest of the migrants in the historic core of the city 

but a.lso explains that the civic amenities and services are 

of a, comparatively lower level. 

The higher rate of in-migration has considerably 

contributed 

sector of 

to the growth and ~xpansion of the 

the economy in the city, such as petty 

informal 

trade, 

artisan, household industries, street vending and hawking. 

The process of industrialisation and commercial 

expansion in cities attracts people to migrate from nearby 

and far-off places to such cities in search of jobs. Vast 

bulk of such migrants belong to the weaker sections of the 

society having only their labour power to sell. 

The problem of migration is becoming acute day by day, 

with the failing monsoons and continuous drought conditions 

in majority of the rural areas. As their survival is at 

stake, most of the rural masses migrate to the nearby urban 

areas individually or with family in pursuit of 1 i 'te 1 i hood. 

The rur~l masses that come to the urban areas face the first 

problem of a "shelter", neY.t only to a job for their 

survival. If some friends or a relative is already there in 

the new place, the problem of searching for a shelter is 
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less, fo~ the time being. Otherll'lise, they search fo~ a 

vacant land near thei~ wo~k place or in the outski~ts of the 

city and erect a "make-shift" shed, and start living in it. 

Thus, this can be said to be the genesis of the slum 

formation or squatte~ settlements in any urban areas. They 

start living in their houses without the basic civil 

infrastructure like drinking water, toilets, sewage system, 

solid waste disposal etc. 

SLUMS: In 1964, the~e were 94 slums in Hyderabad. A study 

by th~ Council for Social Development in 1976 repo~t~J 273 

slums with a population of over 3 lakhs. By 1979, there 

were 455 slums with a population of 5.4 lakhs. Five years 

later, 20 per cent of the total population of the twin 

cities lived in the slums. The latest Survey conducted by 

Municipal Co~po~ation of Hyde~abad (Feb. 1987) claims that 

there are nearly 0.17 million households, implying a slum 

population of over 9 lakhs, live in 730 slums. 

The last ten yea~s have shown the greatest slum growth 

from 3 lakhs in 1976 to 9 lakhs in 1986/87 i.e. almost 30 

5' per cent growth ~ate per years. 

The basic amenities and services are of a lowe~ le'.tel 

in these slums. According to the 1978 study,* 1 only 62 per 

cent of the total slums in the twin cities had communal 

*1 Naidu.R - "A study 
Secunderabad", 
work, vol.xxxix, 
311 

of slums in Hyde~abad and 
The Indian Journal of social 

no.342,no.3, Oct. 1978. pp 297-
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water- taps and on an average 500 persons or nearly 100 

families were ~haring a water tap. Thirty eight percent of 

the slums had no communal water facility at all. 

Lavatory facilities at the slum level were in existence 

:Jnly in 32 per cent of the slums .• Half the slums in the 

twin cities were without street lights in the late fifties. 

On an average there was one street light post for 157 slum 

According to the 1972 S~rvey the average monthly income 

of the slum dwellers in the Twin cities is Rs.155/- per 

month, nearly 1 per cent of the slum dwellers earn more than 

Rs.400/- per month. 58% earn upto a maximum of Rs.150/-. 

Whereas according to the 1962 Survev (Bureau cf Economics 

and Statistics, 1964) 20 per cent of the slum dwellers 

earned less than Rs.50/- per month, the Survey a decade 

later shows only 4 per cent of the slum dwellers·earned less 

than Rs. 50/- per month. 

In a recent study* 2 it was found that the slums in the 

core of the.old city, the erstwhile walled ~rea, density was 

higher than in the new city slums. Although the new city 

slums are more in number and have large populations, they' 

are spread over a more extensive area as they are situated 

on the fringes of the urban settlements. On the other hand, 

Government of Andhra Pradesh, "City of 
report sponsored and submitted to 
Commission, New Delhi, 1986". 
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the slums in the walled city have emerged within the built 

up city structure on limited areas and increasing population 

has ·led to very high density. Ratna Naidu's study shows 

that old slums are generally more congested as these slums 

get more and more migrants due to religion, caste and blood 

relationship of the slum dwellers. 

The slums in the old city were essentially the product 

of pol~ce action in 1946 and is inhabited largely by poor 

muslims. The new city slums on the other hand have grown in 

the newer industrial pockets of city and inhabited mainly 

migrants from rural areas of adjoining districts. Many of 

the_m provide the worl·. force for construction and small scale 

industries in the city. 

The slum of Habeeb Fatima Nagar (Borobonda) chosen for 

the study, 1s in the new city and is located very near to 

the industrial area of Sanathnagar-Balanagar (see the Map). 

GOVERNMENT POLICIES: To improve the living conditions of 

the people in slums with the active participation of slum 

dwellers and in order to bring the total development; the 

Municipal Corporation of Hyderabad has been implementing 

Urban Community Development Programmes in Twin Cities of 

Hyderabad and Secunderabad from the year 1967 (The U.C.D. in 

India had its origin in governments Rural Community 

Development Programmes launched on 2nd Octobe~, 1952). 

Under the UCD Project, basic amenities such as dust 

proof roads, lines, community Hall~ individual 



toilets, community lavatories, street lights, water supply, 

socio-economic and health services are being provided with 

UNICEF assistance. 

In the Socio-economic programmes the aspects covered 

are 

(1) Educational activities (a) Balwadis and primary schools 

~b) Night schools (c) Vocational training - (i) Sewing 

centres (ii)Typing and shorthand (iii) Driving Auto 

Rickshaw and Motor (iv) Photography (v) Radio- repairs, 

air conditioning and refrigeration 

(2) Economic activities (a) Bank loans ( b ) Sewing 

production centres (c) Cooperatives 

(3) Construction of community halls and housing 

improvement. 

The services provided under the health and nutrition 

programme include: 

1. Immunization for children (0-6 years old) and expectant 

mothers (BCG, DPT, Polio, DT, TT, TAB) 

2. Ante-natal .care and examination 

3. Treatment of minor ailments in all the slums 
I 

4. Drugs and supplementaries for mothers (iron and folic 

acid tablets for mothers and children) 

5. Dietary supplementaries for mothers and children:-

(a) Supplementary Nutrition Programme (SNP) in selected 
slums; 

(b) Subsidized 
slums; 

milk 
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(c) Free milk distribution in selected slums. 

6. Referral services 

7. Environmental sanitation , 

8. Health and nutrition e0ucation 

9. Family Welfare Services. 

10. Training of local persons for midwifery and first aid 

in selected slums 

11. Monitoring and surve~llance of children of high-risk 

families and treatment of malnutrition. .. 

The programme is be~~g implemented by the Family 

Welfare Bureau of the MCH. The Additional District Family 

Welfare Officer is in charge of planning and supervision at 

the micro level. Above him is the Chief Medical Officer of 

the MCH. The Special OfficEr, MCH, directs and monitors the 

programme at the macro levFl. 

Project Coordinator, ODA. 

programme. 

so 

The Director, UCD, and 

have been coordinating 

the 

the 
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CHAPTER III 

~)HABEEB FATIMA NAGAR·SLUM 



Location The slum of Habeeb Fatima nagar is in the new 

c:i.ty ,3!"-e<:<. <?~nd Ci-<mt?~:- under· cir·cJ.e '·/ ~·!it.hin munic:ir.:s;:d. limits. 

The slum is surrounded by more than fifteen slums and the 

whole area is callEd 'Borabanda' .(Banda in Telugu means a 

on a hillock with a total area of 66.786 ~q~are yards . It 

is very near to the industrial estate of Sanathnaga~

Balanagar and is three kms away from the ma~n business area 

of Erragadda and the .E. S. T.. hospital (see map i ):P~:f~6~ 

The slum of H.F.N. is loc~ted on an undulating topography 

and is divided into two parts -phase I and phase II Of the 

two, phase I lies on the eastern side of the ~lum i8 a 

levelled land and was inhabited and developed first. The 

part of the slum situated on an uneven terrain marked by 

hillock had been designated as phase II i.e. covering house 

numbers 504 to 900.(see map II). From the western side 

towards phase II we have to climb the ascent. 

The slum is surrounded by HUDA colony phase-I(of class 

IV employees) on the North;On it's Ea~t is another slum 

"Sanjay nagar. 'To it's South is hillock and towards it's 

West is a Wadder basti(labourer's basti). 

According to the leader of the slum, Mohd Yosufuddin~ 

the total slum population of H.F.N. is (5000 approx).There 

are more than 65% Muslims and nearly 35% Hindus with a few 

families belonging to the Christian community. Among the 

Hindus three fourth of the population belongs to Scheduled 
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castes and Scheduled tribes and backward classes. All the 

communities live in harmony and the interaction among the 

local populace is free of any communal colour. Total number 

·of houses are 1~100 out of II'Jhich ,BOO are in phase I and 

rest ar/E. in Phase II. 

In response to the question that how this area came 

into existence. He replied, prior to 1978 the whole area 

came was under agriculture surrounded by hilloc~. The land 

belonged to no body . Feli'J labourers from the outside used to 

come and cultivate crops. They would work in the fields in 

the morning and go back to their respective place in the 

evenings. One 'Patwari' maintained the records. 1 

Our ing 1'""18, 2. group of seven peop 1 e be longing to l c.;;.;.:i-

income groups working in government office ( Out of them 4 

were Muslims and 3 were Hindus) came to know about the land 

being vacant here. They decided to develop the area and at 

the same time their motive was to make money of it (These 

people have seen others doing so). A society was formed and 

information was passed on to their own peo~le that plots 

were being sold in their area for Rs 200/- (60 sq. yards}. 

The only condition to purchase the land was that the person 

should belong to economically weaker section. The society 

was meant only for helping the poor people i.e. their own 

peer group. Thus the lands were sold to labourers, Balwadi 

teachers, vendors etc. 

1. The 'patwari' helped people by telling whether the plot 
vacant belongs to somebody or not. 
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Later anoth~r group of people formed a society and 

started selling the plots. This led to rivalry between two 

groups. To avoid fights the people of H.F.N. met the local 

MLA and bribed him with Rs.lO,OOO/- and got this area by 

themselves • Later ,in 1979 ,the leader and other members , 

approached the collector's office and got the area 

registered. In the same year plots were allotted to people 

by Revenue Inspector. Each was allotted 60-70 sq. yards 

plot. No money was taken, but each family was asked to pay 

Rs2000/- in the form of 'donation '.All 

registered in women's name. 2 

Soon after the allotment many people slowly started 

settling down in this area . The 'reason' being these people 

were very poor and couldn't afford to pay the rent in the 

city. In the beginning of their stay , they could afford 

only thatched house to live in. 

Till 1985 this area lacked electricity, . water and 

connecting roads. It was a three kilometre ~alk to the 

nearest stores to buy basic essential items. There were no 

schools , hospitals or medical stores. In fact none of the 

facilities were available within immediate proximity of the. 

slum. Access to drinking water could be had only after 

trekking 3 Kms to the main road. The area was also infested 

'with snakes and scorpions. 

2. During N.T. Rama Rao's time (then Chief Minister), a 
resolution was passed that all the property should be 
on women's name. 
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Settlement Patterns 

Houses: An outstanding feature of the nature of slum 

dwellers is their assigning top priofity to their housing 

needs. Most of the houses in the slums are numbered 

appropriately. These houses are made of bricks and are 

plastered with cement. The poor who cannot afford 

plastering with cement, have used mud. All the houses are 

located very closely with hardly any space between them. As 

a result of w~ich the slum looks"overcrowded. A' distinctive 

feature is that· Hindus and Muslims live side-by-side 

without displayi.ng any evidence of communal discrimination, 

either in house location or otherwise. Majority of houses do 

not have any compound wall and those who have ,have put mud 

walls and the well-off families have used brick walls with 

no plastering. For floo~ing, majority of families have used 

cement while, the poor families have put unglazed tiles. 

Water supply: The residents in this a~ea have to face an 

acute water shortage problem. In the entire basti there are 

only two water taps for .a population of 5000. These have 

only been 

Department 

recently fixed in January 1994 by Water Works 

.The severity of problem can be gauged from the 

fact that water comes just for three to four hours3 and that 

too only on alternate days. As the taps are located in phase 

3. Water comes in morning from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 
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I the residents of phase II have no access to tap water in 

their proximity. In fact when seen, only familie: residing 

near the tap area have the accessibility. Others have to be 

satisfied .by the water tankers $ent by the Water Works 

Department which has been sending tankers for the last ·five 

years. They send 10 tankers daily to thi~ slum. 4 To every 

"'· lane one tanker is sent daily Jand every house is allotted 

10 pails of water irrespective of the family size and their 

.ac~ompanying needs. The ~cute and disproportionate water 

shortage often leads to noisy scenes and bitter fights among 

the residents at the sight of the incoming water tanker. The 

presence of a representative chosen from each lane to 

monit.or the queue daily, has not done much to the pl iqht 

of the people. The water problem is very severe for people 

staying in the phase II where only two tankers are sent 6 

and each house is allotted only 5 pails. There is a 

government borewell in the slum , but water level has gone 

down so deep that three people have to pump together to get 
~ 

the water. The well-off families have .their own 

borewells(who are very few in number ).People of this slum 

have to purchase water for 50 paise per pail fr-om these 

owners . 7 Usually the slum d~.olellers cannot affot~d this ~ 

4. Though 16 tankers are allowed for this slum. 

5. One tanker caters to the need of 30 houses. 

6. because of uneven terrain. 

7. This reveals on the one hand th~ struggle fc- getting 
hold of basic amenities and the nature of cont1~uous low 
key exploitation of the poor by the well-off on the 
other. 
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and manage githout taking bath or washing clothes which 

therefore leads to nany health problems. Though this is one 

fact they would conceal rather than reveal. As an 

alternative many people chose to ride to distant colonies 

where there i~ an easy availability of water. 8 

Electricity: Electricity in this slum was provided in 1985. 

Electric poles we~e first fixed in phase I and now every 

house has electricity supply ( in both the phases)with a 

separate meter .box . Due to poverty many people are not 

able to pay the electric bills and the go7ernment often cut 

their electric connection. It has been seen that slum people 

try to get over this action by a resort to securing 

illegal electric connections for themselves. This 

characterizes their poverty as well as impediments in 

securing basic facilities of their daily life. 

Sewage and waste disposal : Till 1988-89 the slum had open 

drainage. It was only in 1988-89 that the drainage 

connection was provided. Despi~e t~is, th~re is a big open-

drain in the slum which particularly during the rainy season 

causes lots of inconvenience. to the surrounding houses. 

Repeated requests to cover the drain have been made to the 

Municipal Corporation but nothing has come out of it. In the 

phase II the situation is worse. Most of the houses do not 

8. The resort to this 'solution' is, however, not an easy 
alternative. The dwellers have t2 fetch wat~r over 
large distances on bi-cycles all the while riding on an 
uneven terra1n. 
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have a much of a civic sense, therefore, the area is filled 

with dirty water flowing every where. The lanes are very 

dirty with filth all around. Mosquitoes and houseflies are a 

common sight and plight. In phase I also, except for few 

lanes all the lanes Dave the same picture. People throw 

wastes on roads which are unattended to for weeks together. 

The municipal corporation people come very rarely to clean 

the area. All the houses have a separate lavatory facility, 

though children defecating on the streets is a common sight. 

Roads: In the whble basti there is only one pucca road and 

all the lanes are 'kacha' marked by uneven terrain. 9 This 

however d6es not mar the housing pattern as the houses have 

are located symmetrically along the 'Kacha' roads too. Phase 

II however depicts a slightly different pattern as due to to 

the extremely uneven terrain the overall view of the area 

displays a haphazard picture of housing. The lack of this 

amenity is compounded by the failure of the municipal 

corporation to maintain cleanliness. Piles of garb~ge throng 

the roads and the problem becomes highly unmanageable 

during the rainy season. 

Education facilities: There are a total of four schools and 

one U.C.D. run 'Balwadi' school in the slum. The "Balwadi' 

school located in the community hall displays a shocking 

lack of educational funds, facilities, staff and amenities 

9. Because of the uneven terrain making and maintenance of 
the roads becomes a difficult job. 
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so as to render any teaching or studying impossible. The 

four schools are managed by private people who charge Rs.50 

per ·month as fees till class V and Rs 65 per month 

thereafter till the tenth class. However, teaching in Urdu 

and Telugu is priced a little less at Rs.25/-. Usually the 

slum dwellers pay the fees in installment rather than on a 

monthly basis due to monetary pausity. Majority of the slum 

dweller's children are sent to 'Pragathi public school' and 

Vidya Niketan' as they have classes till tenth standard.The 

other two schools-'Tiny rdse' aod 'st. Joseph' lack this 

continuation and have classes till Vli and V standard 

respectively. 

The extremely unprivileged class comprising the 

labourers, vendors,rickshaw pullers, etc. have no option but 

to send their children to 'Balwadi school' which exhibits a 

glaring lack of basic facilit~es accentuated by the 

apathetic attitude of the teachers. 

Those few who can afford to send their children outside 

the slum send for private and government schools for 

educational facilities. 

Other facilities 

better 

Transportation: A.P.S.R.T.C. buses are run connecting 

'Borabanda' to certral areas of the city. Direct buses are 

run to Nam~ally, Charminar and Secunderabad railway station. 
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The frequency of these buses is also good. 10 There ~s also 

the system of 'share-autos' run by auto ricKshaw drivers 

from H.F.N.and the neighbouring slums. They provide the 

facility of linking the slum to other areas on ,the main road 

like E.S.I. and Erragadda for a sum of Rs 2/-. 

Shops and Harkets: There are six shops ( se 11 ing . vegetab 1 es 

,groceries) whi~h cater to the basic needs of slum dwellers. 

The slum people always prefer to purchase their essentials 

from these shops as they get things on'credit'. Most of the 

people have ration cards and they go to government run 

ration shops w~er~_they get esseritial items11 at subsidised 

rates. Markets: Less than half a kilometre away from the 

slum is the main mar~et where bigger. shops, hotels, 

dispensaries, bus-stop are located. This is the main market 

for Habeeb Fatima Nagar slum and the other surrounding 

slums. 

Entertainment:Most of the common sources of entertainment 

cannot be availed due to lack of money. !heir only mode of 

entertainment is T.V. The T.V programmes particularly during 

week-ends remain then the prime source of amusement. Saturday 

and Sunday movies are relished to the core by the 

10. This exhibits the governmental effort in providing the 
slum areas with cheap and regular transportation. 

11. Rice, wheat, kerosene, sugar, edible oil, pulses. 
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~esidents. 12 Besides, watching T.V. p~og~ammes people also 

go to the nea~ by cinema theat~e·. 13 
\ 

Political activities: The Cong~ess pa~ty leade~ P.Janardhan 

Reddy was able to generate a sense of political mobilization 

and pa~ticipation before the legislative assembly elections 

of 1985. He promised the people that their basic necessities 

would be looked into if they elect him. J~nardhan reddy took 

many steps to ameliorate the plight of the residents of the 

area. 14 With the rise of Telugu. Oesam party and other 

factions, the voter's got split and now there is no clear 

mandate for any single party. This has been reflected in the 

voting behaviour of the slum dwellers in the subsequent 

years. Now the people are of opinion that if the water 

problem in their slum has to be solved,P.Janardhan Reddy has 

to be elected once again. 

Welfare activities: 

Adult education: A voluntary organisation 'Akshar Jyothi' 

started programme for adult education. 

12. On a trip to the basti during the wee~end, blaring noise 
of the T.V. could be heard from every corner. The 
streets were mostly desertged as the residents prefer to 
stay indoors and enjoy the movies. 

13. 

14. 

At E~ragadda (which 
theatres are located. 

is 3 Kms from H.F.Nl 2 Cinema 

Electricity, Roads, R.T.C. Bus Services, 
were provided to these people. 
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Ho~ever, due to lack of enthusiasm on .the part of the slum 

dwellers15 -and the teachers. 16 The programme ended withinone 

year· of its inception as a dismal failure. Now no such 

provision exists. 

Mah1la· mandal;The most noteworthy contribution in 

welf~re activities of the slum is by mahila mandai. 

the 

They 

promoted certain measures on their own 1 i k-:::> organising 

'Akshar jyothi' and sewing centre (to give vocational 

·training to slum dwellers). They have also taken initiative 

of inviting FPAI(Family Plannin~ Association of 

setting camps for eye and dental check ups in the slum. Any 

problem faced by the slum dwellers is taken up by them. 

Health services: The only voluntary organisation providing 

planning health services in the slum is FPAI(family 

association of India). They visit slums for 3-4 hours every 

tuesday (11A.M. to3P.M.). The facility· is not availed by 

the majority of the dwellers as the doctors don't turn up 

regularly. Family planning is their main activity where-in 

they provide oral pills free of cost and distribute Nirodh. 

Sterilization i.e. tubectomy and vasectomy are 

performed(using Laproscopic method) at their head quarters 

at 'Lakdi-ka- pool'. Immunisation programme for children and 

expectant mothers are also taken. Medicines are provided to 

pregnant mothers but FPAI people don't take up the delivery 

cases: instead they refer such cases to government 

hospitals. Medicines like 8-complex,Iron capsules and 
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multivitamin capsules are· provided to the needy and the 

minor ailments like cough and cold are treated free of cost. 

It has been noticed that only poor people go there for 

getting relief from minor ailments. Those who can afford, 

prefer going to private doctors for treatment. 

According to the basti leader , there are no government 

hospitals ir. the proximity to the slum nor any priva.te 

practitioners in the basti. · But in adjacent areas many 

private allopathic doctors have clinics and they charge Rs 

10 for giving an injection ·and providing rnedicines. 

Prevalent side by side of quacks and 'Hakims' who pro·; ide 

traditional medicines at the cost of Rs 5/-.Propelled by 

faith in the system and comparatively easy affordability, a 

substantial portion of the dwellers chose them over the 

practitioners of allopathic medicine. 

The common diseases prevalent in this area are measles, 

diarrhea,gastro entritis,malaria, typhoid skin infections, 

fever, bronchitis, worms. 

15. The majority comprises of the lower classes (labourers, 
vendors, rick•haw pullers, auto-drivers) who after a 
hard day's toiling, would rather rest than attend 
literacy classes. The classes were meant for women 
too, but due to workload at home, many of them never 
had the time for classes. 

16. The teachers were not provided with 
salary/remuneration, hence there was no enthusiasm 
initiative on their part to carry on with 
programme. 
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CHAPTER IV 

STRATIFICATION. WITHIN 

THE SL.UI'-1 



The base-line su~vey conducted on 200 households 

~eveals that 66 households out of 200 (33.3%) do not have a 

~egula~ sou~ce of income and the ea~nings a~e on daily basis 

which fluctuates eve~yday. These households we~e unable to 

indicate thei~ total ~onthly ea~nings as they do not have 

any ~egular employment. In a month, they get wo~k fo~ 15-

20 days. This social g~oup consists of labou~e~s; rickshaw-

pulle~~; vendo~s; auto-~ickshaw d~ive~s (who ply on rent) ; 

petty shop owne~s like cycle ~epai~s, cobble~. flowe~ shop; 

etc.; a~tisans, masons and ca~pente~s/ wo~king under 

cont~acto~. 

The next catego~y of households consists of those who 

have a regula~ source of monthly income ranging f~om Rs 200 

to Rs 3000/- (The income includes the total ea~nings of the 

households). This gruup consists of government employees; 

~egula~ indust~ial wo~ke~s; Self-employed; ~etired employees 

and others. The total number of households in this category 

is 134 (66.6%); but two households have been excluded from 

the study 

other ·was 

since one of them lost his employment and 'the 

a 'fakir', whom depended on alms for living. 

Hence, the actual number taken into consideration for the 

study was 132 households. 

In our analysis of the categorisation of the households 

depending on the earnings and occuoations, we have some 

significant obse~vations. 
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Non Regular Income Earners 

There were four main categories of occupations where 

income was found to be non-regular. They are labourers (20); 

Rickshaw pullers and Vendors (18); Auto Drivers (plying 

vehicles on rent) (13); Shops and others (15}. 

Table 1 

Non Regular Income Earners 

Occupation and Income of Non-Regular Income Earners: 

Income Labourers ~i!'.shaw Pullers Auto Drivers Shop & 

(daily) Vendors plying on Others* 
rent 

T = 20 T = 18 T == 13 T = 1 ::. 

----------------~-----------------------------------------

(I. ) (I.) . (%) ( J. ) 

>15-20 3 (15) 6 (33.3) 2 (13.3) 

>20-30 4 (20) 5 ( 27.7) 1 ( 7 .6) 5 (33.3) 

>30-40 2 (10) 5 (27.7) 5 (38.4) 3 (20) 

>40-~0 5 (25) 1 ( 5. 5) 3 (23) *T 
...> (20) 

>50-60 1 ( 5) 2 (15.3) 

>60-70 1 ( 5.5) 1 ( 7 .6) 2 (13.3) 

>70 5 (25) 1 (7.6) 
------------------------------------------------------------

When we compare these occupational groups we find that 

maximum proportion of Rickshaw pullers and Vendors had the 

highest proportions of lower incomes. Table 1 shows that 89% 

of this category earned Rs 40 or less. Besides 66.6/. of the 

shop keepers and others, and 45% of the labourers earned Rs 

40 or less. 

In the lowest income slots of Rs 15-20 per day we have 
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33.3% of Rickshaw pullers and vendors, 15% of the labourers 

and 13.3% shop keepers. 

Thus Rickshaw pullers and vendors were the poorest of 

the lot. 

Amongst those who could earn Rs 40 and above per day we 

had 55% of the labourers; 53.5% of the Auto drivers plying 

autos on rent; 33.3% of the shop keepers and others, and 11% 

of the Rickshaw pullers and vendors. 

Auto driver= ar;d labourers could earn ma.~imum in 

~ncome category. 

Regular Income Groups: 

this 

While looking at the previous category of non-regular 

earners we had daily wages as an assessment of their 

incomes. However in the regular income group it was 

possible to estimate Per Capita income on the basis of total 

monthly incomes and household size. 

While the Non-regular earners were not sure of 

total monthly income since it varied .from day to day, 

regular workers could state their incomes which 

indicated in Table 2. 

(Table to follow) 
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Table 2 

Total Konthly lncoae and No. of Households 

"onthly lncote {in Rupeeel 

P.~. 2(1(H(t(l 4(11-6(1(1 601-800 B01-!Q(I(I 1(11)1-22(1(1 i201-!5(1(1 1~·01-ZOO<t 2(1(1(lt 3(1(1(1+ \:,t~l 

No.' of 
House
holds. 

9 18 26 

19.6 

12 iO 16 

9 ,(1 9.3 

Table 2 shows the distribution of household according 

to their monthly income. It shows that 497. households earned 

Rs 1000 or less and 51X had an income ever Rs 1000/- per 

month. 

To get a true picture of their living standards, Per 

Capita income of 132 households was calculated, which is 

shown in Table 3.: 

Table 3 

Monthly Per Capita Income and No. of Households 

Per Capita Income (in .Rupees) 

--------------------------------------------------
>100 101-200 201-300 301-500 501-1000 Total 

No. of 
House- 29 40 21 18 24 132 
houlds 

( '%. ) 21.9 30.4 15.9 13.6 18.2 100 .:) 

Table 3 shows that 52.2X of the household have a per 

capita income of Rs200 or less; 29.5X are in the 201-5011-

per capita income range and 18.75 had a per capita inco~e of 

Rs 501 and above. 
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For the purpose of our study; we had ·categorixed the 

households based on their total monthly earnings. 

We had two broad groups of non-regular income earners 

and regular income earners. The regular income earners 

alone e::.ould be further categorised based on Per Capita 

incomes. 

For the convenience of the study, we have categorised 

non-regular incomE earners as Category A, Category B 

consists of regular income earners who have a monthly per 

capita income of less than Rs. 200. Category has a per 

capita income ranging between R~ 201-500. Categor-y D has 

the highest per capita income which is abovF Rs 500. 

The final picture thus obtained is as follows: 

Category Percapita 
Income 

(:1.) 

A Non-Regular 
Income 

B Up to 200 

c 201-500 

D 501-1000 

Total No. 

66 32 

71 35.5 

39 19.5 

24 12 

The households were divided into economic categories of 

A,B,C and D. The maximum number of households were in 

categor·y , B, • numbering to 69 (i.e.35.5%), fa 11 m'led by 

category 'A' non-reguiar income earn~rs who were 66 

(i.e.33:~). The house holds, in category ·c· 39 

( i . e. 19. 5%) • Category ·o· had less number of households of 

2 4 ( i.e. 12%) • 
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Life of the people in slum 

The life patterns of people in the four economic 

categories A,B,C, and D were intensively studied during out 

indepth study. In the following pages, life of the people in 

economic groups is described with variations among each 

group. The- aspects that were intensively studied were their 

(1) housing con~itipns, <2) education, (3) food consumption, 

(4) possession of consumer dwrables, (5) health and their 

priorities, dreams and aspirations, 

consolidated picture of their lives. 
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Category·A· 

(Non Regular Income Group) 

Category 'A' consists of 'non-regular income earners . 

The calculation of monthly per capita income of this 

category was not possible as people in this category could 

not indicate their total monthly earnings. Their earnings 

were on daily basis which fluctuates everyday. 

This category consists of labourers, ricksha~<~ 

pu 1 1 ers, ';enders, auto rickshaw -drivers (who ply auta·s on 

rent), carpenters, masons,artisans, small shop 

of owne~s(cobblers.flower sellers etc). 

families in this category were 66. 

The total no. 

In this category , the families do not have a regula~ 

employment. On an average in a month they have employment 

for 15-20 days. Even the earnings are not stable. Sometimes 

they earn Rs 10-15 p.er day, other days their ma>".imum 

earnings goes up to Rs 60-70 and there are days when they do 

not get any employment and have to ·be idle. This group is 

the mast hard hit with the increasing costs of living. 

The problems, 

categorv are 

with regard to employment, .1n this 

Labourers do not have a regular employment. They have 

to search for jobs wherever the goods are being loaded and 

unloaded (in shops; godowns). Usually whe~ever the supply of 

stock is there , they get employment for 4-5 days, after 

~tlhich they are once again on the lookout for a job. The 
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struggle to make both ends meet is very conspicuous as they 

start for their work by 8.00 in the morning and come back 

home after 7.00 in the evening. 

SD also is the case with artisans, carpenters, ~asons 

who work under the contractors. Whenever there is contract 

or construction work going on , they get employed for 15-20 

days or at the maximum for two-three months. Sometimes, the 

constfuction work does not require so many labourers, as a 

result the contractor cuts down the number of labourers 

employed. These people have to constantly look for jobs at 

other places. 

Auto drivers drive auto on rent. They get the auto on 

hire for one week and every day they pay Rs. 30/- as rent 

for the auto. If their daily earnings are Rs. 70-75, they 

have to keep aside Rs. 40-50 for petrol and pay for the rent 

or for any other repair work. Their daily revenue fluctuates 

depending upon their total daily earnings. The contract has 

to be ren~wed every week but they face a problem - its not 

always easy to renew the contract as the demands for autos 

are more. If any body falls sick, he prefers retaining the 

auto, because it becomes difficult to get the auto on rent, 

once the chance is missed. Another problem associated with 

it, is that old 'vehicles' consume a lot of petrol. 

It has been noticed that 41% households in category 'A' 

had ~ore than one earning member. They contributed to the 

total family, income by working as driver, painter, under 
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mason or in an office as a peon. The wife also contributed 

to the total income by working as a labourer; maid servant, 

or she was engaged in doing embroidery work wherein she 

earned Rs. 2/- per day, or she was working in a 

organisation as peon on adhoc basis. 

government 

Their contribution to the total earnings ranged between 

Rs. 150-200 per month. 

Family ~: 33% had the family size of less than 5. 

44% had the family size of 6-7 pnd 23% had the family sige 

of more than 8. 

HOUSING: Most of the families stay in one or two rooms. 36% 

stayed in one room; 6% stayed in a hut like structure, 41% 

stayed in two rooms and only 17% stayed in more than two 

rooms. Being poor, few families made their houses out of 

mud with plastering done. A striking feature of this 

category is that people have given more importance and 

priority to housing. They have m~de their houses with brick 

and cement as they feel that "If the houses built are 

strong, the people residing in it will have a strong unity 

and the bond of love would be strong''. Hence these people 

have given priority for a strong house i.e. houses made of 

brick and plastered with cement. But it has been found 

that, due to poverty, these families have left the houses 

unpainted. Depending on whether they have money, they have 

either used the unglazed tiles for flooring or left it 

without using anything. 
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The reasons given by majority of the people for 

settling into this locality are the cheap and easy 

availability of plots to poor families. These families 

could purchase a piece of plot (65-70 sq. yards) at a very 

cheap rate of Rs. 300 when the plots were allotted to the 

poor families in 1978 (i.e., when the Habeeb Fatima Nagar 

'slum' society was formed). 

B. Ravi Kumar (40), a labourer recalls that "Before marriag~ 

I stayed with my relativ~s. but. after getting married I 

have shifted to a rented room in Habeeb Fatima Nagar as the 

rent here was very cheap. For a single room, I used to pay 

Rs. 30 (The owner of the house would live in the city). 

While I was there a family whom I knew was willing to sell 

this plot for Rs. 300 as they were facing some financial 

difficulty. I sold off my property in the village to build 

this house and buy my own plot. I had to take the loan of 

Rs. 7000. and I am still reeling under the difficulties of 

repaying the loan as I still hav·e to repay Rs. 3500/-." 

Mohd Kohinuddin (in his late fifties) a rickshawpuller had 

quarrelled with his family members in the village. 

Consequently to make a living he migrated to Hyderabad along 

with his wife and two children. He recalls the events and 

says that "when we came to Hyderabad we had nothing with us. 

We had no place to live and no one whom we knew. Wherever 

we got some employ~ent we built a hut on vacant land, and 

would often shift places depending on the availability of 
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employment. I could buy this plot (65 sq. yds) when I came 

to know through a third person about the availability of 

plots at cheaper rates meant for the weaker sections. Hence 

we grabbed the opportunity. I did not have the money, but 

could repay the amount in instalments~ for which we faced a 

lot of har,.dship. There were days when we did not ha·;c; food 

for three or four days consecutively. How that my sons are 

earning, we do not go hungry. 

Education The number of. illiterates are more in this 

category. 87% had no schooling at all, while only 13~ had 

minimum primary education. They could not get any formal 

education due to unfavourable economic conditions of their 

families. Nevertheless the people in this category kno~ the 

importance of education and they do want to provide 

education to .their children. Host of the families prefer 

providing a minimum education till class Vth for the simple 

reason that they do not want their children to remain 

illiterate like them. They feel that being a little educated 

their children will be sharp and intelligent in whatever job 

they do in future. 

Ravi Ku11ar (40) a. labourer, wa.nts his children to stud:,: till 

Vth standard and when they :.Jould be old enough i.e. 15 

years, he would like them to take up so~e job and contribute 

to the earnings of the family. "Being poor I cannot afford 

to pro~ide an education beyond class Vth. For us education 

1s not so important when we sleep on empty stomachs. Getting 
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some employment and filling our hungry stomach becomes our 

daily concern." His wife remarked, ;,you can read the bus 

number while we have to ask you people about it. We even 

have to ask the time from you. I do not want my children to 

be illiterate like us; I want them to have some basic 

knowledge so that they would not have to depend on the 

educated people like you in cities for such small things." 

Hajority of the families in this category who are 

extremely poor send their children to the government school, 

'Balwadi' run in the slpm (where the fees charged are 

nominal, Rs. 5/- per month). Those people who can afford and 

want to educate their children are forced to send their 

children to pri~ate schools (providing education in 

Telugu/Urdu medium, where the fees charged are comparatively 

less) due to the non-existence of any good government 

school in the slum. 

In most of the cases, it has been found that due to 

their inability to pay fees their children discontinue 

studies. 

Hohd. KhB.Ilruddin {in his forties) is a rickshaw puller. He 

has four children but he cannot afford to send all his 

children to school and only two of his children are enrolled 

in school. He says ""There are no good govermnent schools in 

this locality. I am forced to send my children to a private 

school where teaching is in Urdu medium. The fees charged 

are Rs. 25/- per month for each child. If I start sending 
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all my children to school, I will have to pay nearly Rs. 

100/- ju~t towards fees where as my earnings does not even 

come out to Rs. 400 per month. You tell me, how can I afford 

to send them to school when our main problem is food and 

hunger. My children as a result, discontinue studies 

whenever I am not able to pay their fees. Hy eldest son 1s 

thirteen years old and he is studying in 3rd standard; my 

second son who is ten years old is also in 3rd standard." 

The families who send their children to private school 

feel the burden of educating their children and resent the 

fact that they have to send their children to school and pay 

the fees and books. 

Zaheera Bee a ricksha~.: puller's Hife says "village is better 

than the city. In ~illages the children contribute by 

Horking in the fields. There is no concept of school, fees, 

or books. Here in the city as everybody is educated you have 

to send your children to school. Living in city, only their 

father struggles whereas the children cannot contribute till 

they groH up. (i.e. 15 years). Only the extremely poor in 

this basti send their children to work. If we send our 

children to work others Hould presume that we are too poor. 

Hence we are forced to send the children to school, despite 

of our numerous problems." 

Ballahaiya a labourer in his late forties says, "children's 

education is a matter of destiny. When we pay the fees, 

only then the author~ties in the private school enroll them 
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I want to educate my children so that they can read and 

write. Due to financial upheavals I can not provide them 

good schooling. All my four children are enrolled in the 

Balwadi school, where the school is only for name sake". 

Not everybody is so lucky to provide education to their 

children. People like Kohd. Kohinuddin a rickst}awpuller, who 

are extremely poe~, could not send their children to school. 

Their children had to take up petty work at the very young 

age of 10 years to supplement the meagre incomes of the 

fa~rtily. 

Thus it has been noticed that, in this category, their 

poverty, is the main reason why the families do not send 

their children to school and those who_want to send, have 

to discontinue education due to non-payment of fees. As the 

total family earnings are less they want their children to 

take up some job as soon as possible, and help in 

contributing to the -total family income. 

FOOD: It has been observed that whatever is earne·d is -spent 

on food. 80-85% of the family's earnings are spent on food. 
" 

Still they face the problem of starvation. With their little 

earnings they can barely afford one proper meal a day and 

most of the time have to sleep on empty stomachs. 

Venkaiah a labourer, in his mid thirties says, · "Food is 

most affected, whenever there is no employment. We often 

have to sleep on empty stomachs. Nobody helps the poor; we 

continue living in misery. We do not go to the grocer as we 
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know we cannot repay the credit. The shopkeeper knows our 

inability to pay and sometimes refuses to give things on 

credit. Situation gets worse when there is no food for 

more than three day~, then we go to the grocer and take 

things on credit. My wife and I can adjust without eating 

for two-three days, but the problem is with the children. 

They cannot be quiet when there is no food. So we always 

give piiority to our children and try our level best to 

provide them with at least rice starch." 

Zulekha Bee (50 yrs) the wife of a vendor says. even if 

our earnings have gone up, we lead the same mise~able life. 

The price of all the things have gone up. Rice, which could 

be afforded for Rs. 2.50 some ten years·back, now costs us 

Rs. 5.00 per kg. People like you say government helps the 

poor, but if prices are rising how can a poor person like me 

survive. You tell the government to reduce at least the 

price of rice. 

The plight of these families is accentuated ~s most of 

the families due to lack of time and their illiteracy could 

not avail of ration-cards. Another kind of problem faced by 

some families is their possession of the 'big' ration card 

(meant for higher income groups where the same items are 

purchased at a higher cost). 

Khaza Haunuddin (35 yrs), a 'Hamali' stays with his family 

consisting of his wife and six children stay in a one-room 

house that 1s very ill maintained. The bedsheets are old, 
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torn, the cot is old and they have a. very old table fan. The 

utensils are all aluminium and are lying empty. His {.J'ife 

says "its three da.ys since we hs.ve cooked anything. We· drink 

water and fill our stomachs hoping that the next day we will 

be able to earn something. Hy children have been crying 

from hunger, but where is the money for food? Hy husband 

falls ill frequently. If he goes to work for two days, he 

stays behind at home for four days. I cannot go out to work 

as my children are very small. The youngest one is still 

breast _feeding. I do not know how to manage this 

husband and I have frequent quarrels. I am so 

house. My 

frus:rated 

with this life. For ten or fifteen days in a month I go to 

my parents (who too stay in Hyderabad) with my two youngest 

Cftildren." 

Marsing Rao a mason, says, "Hy employment is not regular. 

Sometimes for fifteen days continuously, I do not ge: any 

employment during which food consumption is reduced to once 

a day. We have ration card but do not have the money to buy 

things. I do not prefer my family sleeping hungry so I 

borrow from the grocer and at least try to manage getting 

'l<.anki' (inferior quality of rice). My wife and I drin~ rice 

starch while the cooked rice is given to children. If 

nothing remains,there will at least be tamarind juice :n the 

house to which we add salt, chilli and drink it. Bu:, if 

the situation gets worse, we have to sleep on empty 

stomach'= " . 
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The food consumption by families in this category is 

very meagre. As and when they have money, the'r' purchase 

rice, j~war, dal. oil; but preference is giYen to rice (of 

inferior quality). 

Mohd. Akht.ar, an auto driver says that "•·Jhich ever is 

available.- rice, chapati, dal, is taken without any choice. 

This life is like a lottery. You sometimes get to eat and 

sometimes sleep on an empty stomach". 

l •. e. if Most of the families have tea in the mtirning 

they can afford to purchase milk for Re. 1!- and at lunch 

have a handful of rice with dal,vegetable or tamarind Juice~ 

depending on whatever is affordable. Dinner depends on 

availability of money. If they do not have anything, 

prefer sleeping hungry once a day, rather 

the grocer for purchase on credit. 

than going 

the 

thev 

to 

The family sits and eats together, but women give 

preference to the husband and children as "husband goes for 

~rmrk and children car-mot be quiet when hungr·r'". 

CONSUMER GOODS: Despite poverty, it has been noticed that 

families do possess transistor,fan or T. '·.!. However, not 

everybody has bought these items; but the wife got these as 

part of her dowr r'. Close relatives of the family 

contributed in giving ~adio, Fan, Storewell, Dining Table to 

the bride as gifts at her marriage. Thus the burden of 

dowry is shared by all the members in the family. 
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But there are cases where people have given priority to 

purchasing a T.V. (Black and White portable) than towards 

their other demands like food, clothing or clearing off 

their debts. A case can be cited of Ballahyya in his (mid 

fifties) who is a labourer. The family consists of his wife 

and three ch~ldren. His two sons (aged 18 and 20 years\ are 

earn1ng Rs.150/- (each) per month by 

carp~nter and as a worker in a pan shop. 

working under a 

Most of the .time 

the family has to forego one meal. "1-<le do not possess any 

consum~r durables. In fa2t, a. fan has to be borrowed from 

neighbours for a few hours when our relatives visit us to 

sho1r1 that even we have a fan. Recently my sons bought a 

second-hand Black and White T.V. set {or Rs. 1,800/- for 

which every month we have to pay Rs.SO/-. We could not say 

anything when they went ahead and bought a T.V. They say 

everybody i~ the basti has these things, so even we should 

have". The same is the case of Mohd. Mohinuddin, a rickshaw 

puller, whose sons are employed in petty occupations and the 

family lives · in abject poverty. They have other 

responsibilitie~ like getting their daughter married, 

clearing off debts amounti~g to Rs.lO,OOO/- which was taken 

for the construction of their house and for the marriage of 

their elder daughter. But the fam1ly has given preference 

to purchasing a T.V. on 'instalment'. "We are used to 

foregoing meals occasionally. Possessing a T.V. se>t 

nonetheless makes us feel good with the feeling that even we 

can afford such things". 
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Parvatamma (in her late forties) the wife of ricksha~" 

puller says that, "~"e did not have anything in the house. 

But recently, we bought a fan for Rs.BOO/- paying instalment 

of Rs.30/- every month. We have problem in paying the 

instalments but possessing a fan became a necessity as there 

are lots of mosquitoes in this area and during summer it is 

very hot inside the house due to asbestos roofing 

Otherwise. too purchasing a fan has some benefits as we do 

not have to go to doctor who charges minimum Rs.lO/- for 

treatment." 

Mallaihayya (in his late twenties is a labourer) has 

small children. He bought a T.V., Fan, dining table as he 

maintained that "e'.!erybody has these things. vJe do not 

mind paying a part of our earnings towards the instalments. 

We prefer th~s to watching mbvies at our neighbour's place 

~"ho i 11-treats us." The family has given no preference for 

milk as they purchase it for Re. 1/- daily for making tea. 

All the families use Kerosene or wood as fuel for 

cooking. 

HEALTH: The people are unable to avail the facilities of 

government hospitals as they are not located in the 

proximity of the slum area. Going to these hospitals 

becomes a costly affair due to transpo...-tation . costs. 

Moreover~ the people go for work in the morning and come 

back only late in the evening around 7.00 p.m., which leaves 

them with no time for attending to these matters. The health 
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services provided by the voluntary agency are erratic and 

the people are forced to approach a private doctor or a 

'Hakim' practising nearby. 

The people of this category are unable to afford a 

visit to the doctor unless and until the situation becomes 

too ser-ious. The way in which these people try to tackle 

their health problems is reflected in the answers of these 

peopl'e. 

Mohd. Akhtar ( an auto driver) asks "~·:hat is the use of 

going to a doctor. When we go tc him. he asks us to eat 

good food and prescribes some medicine, for which he charges 

Rs.10/-. The medicine if necessary is bought or else we 

tear off the prescription. Therefore we go to the doctor 

only when the situation is seriou~." 

Khaj a Ha~nuddin ( 35 years) a · Hama 1 i' says. that " since o,.-le 

' 
cannot afford to buy all the medicines prescribed, I<'IE? ask 

the doc_tor wt1ich are the important ones and 1-'JE? purchase 

only that." 

Mohd. Mohinuddin a rickshaw puller also says,that "We take 

half the tablet prescribed and if any one else in the fam~ly 

has fever the remaining tablet or medicine is used". 

It has been observed that, most of these people being 

daily wage earners cannot afford to take rest when they are 

weak or have fallen ill. 
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Ballaihaya a labourer (in late forties) "Irrespective of 

weather conditions or my ill health I have to go for work, 

otherwise the family would be without food. If have 

slight fever I prefer going to the doctor who gives 

injection for Rs.lO/- and then I continue with my wod .. " 

It has been observed that, the families do not apcroach 

the doctor for cure of diseases like skin 

infection,rash,deformity in any part of the body etc., which 

do not cause any pain or hinder 

livelihood. 

their pursuit of daily 

The pregnant v1omen do not take an··; special 

their health. By no means can they afford nutritive meals 

themselves. The fact that the other children toe have for 

to be fed leaves no scope for them to give any thought to 

their own food. 

Afreen Sultan~ 45 recalls ''I did not take any special care 

of my health when I ~as pregnant as after all I had tc share 

the meagre food with my ~amily. In fact few hours 8efore 

tne delivery, I was at home attending to household chores. 

Even after delivery, I did not take any rest, for the next 

morning, I had to attend to wor~ at home as my children were 

very small. 

Most of the respondents said that they got the delivery 

done in the missionary hospital nearby, since it is cheaper 

there. They would have to spend only Rs.lOOO/- which 

includes the medicine cost. The immunization dosage fer the 
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children and the medicine for the mother were given by the 

hospital, hence they proffered going there. Very poor 

families within this group usually arrange for the delivery 

at home itself for which they pay about Rs.100/- to the 

midwives. 

PRIORITIES, ASPIRATIONS AND DREAMS: What is striking, is 

that all the people in this category channelise their energy 

to p~ovide food and clothing for their families Despite this 

starvation is still evident in their lives. They are 

burdened with the an~iety of repaying the loans that 

have incurred for constructing a house or for the 

of either their son or daughter. 

Lax mamma (wife of laboure;-) in her late 

marriage 

fo,-ti.es., 

displaying a broken mirror says, "you are asking me about my 

life and priorities when I cannot even buy a mirror". 

Pointing to the asbestos roof of h~r house, which was in a 

bad shape, she further said ''if I have the money, I shall 

have the roof repaired. In case someone is .,..,il"ling to help 

us, we would like to build another room which can be rented 

out to supplement our meagre income". 

Khaza Hauhnuddin, a 'Hamali', aspires,that" were it possible 

I would like to give my children proper education. I 

to get my two daughters married, at the same time, I would 

also 11 I<; e to possess T.V., fan,etc. When everybody else 

possesses such things, I too would like to have them. I 

would also like to be aware of ~.o1hat is happening around us." 
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Mohd. Akhtar-, an auto-driver, in his late twenties v~as very 

enthusiastic about what he wants from life. His response 

was, "If I can manage to get some money, I ~-Jould like to go 

to Dubai to earn money. Presently, I would like to have my 

own auto, and buy my wife a sewing machine. But definitely 

I would like to purchase a T.V. first, as everybody in this 

slum has one. When others can manage to purchase one, even 

I can." 
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Categor-y ·a· 

(P.C.I. -LESS THAN Rs. 200) 

Among all the groups in the 'Regular income category' 

i.e. , B,C and D; Category ·a· has the lowest monthly per 

capita income (which is less than Rs. 200); 42% households 

of category 'B' ha~ a per capita income of less than 

Rs.100. 

69. 

The total number of families in thi~ category 

About 29% of heads of the families were working in 

pri vat.e companies as regular labour-ers or class IV 

employees. 56% had their- own small and petty business (hair 

saloon, cycle puncture shop, fruit shop, etc.); only 11% of 

them were class IV gover-nment employees.' ~ r~d:ae•111 : :. 4Y. of 

the families were retired and we~e pensioner-s. 

families have a regular monthly income. 

All the 

The per- capita income in this category is extremely low 

as the total monthly income in this category ranges. between 

Rs.250-1500. About 25% (appr-ox.) earn les~ than Rs.600; 49% 

of the families have an earning between Rs.600-800 and 26% 

earn above Rs.BOO per month. Thus, ~e find that maximum 

number of families i.e. 74%·have a total monthly income of 

less than Rs.800. 

It was found that in most of these families ther-e is 

only one earning member- contributing to the total earnings 

of the family. 86Y. have only one earning member. Only 14X of 

the families have mor~ than one earning member~ who are 
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engaged in petty occupations 1 it-,e carpentry, masonry, wort-:. ing 

as mechanic or ,in a shop; the wife's contribution is in the 

form of tailoring. Their contribution in the total 

income r~nge between Rs 150-200. 

The per capita income is less not only because 

monthly 

their 

total .. _earnin_gs are low, but the number· of 

also more. 

dependents are 

27% have a family size of less than five members ; 41% 

had 6-7 members and 32% have a family size of more than 

eight members. Hence majority of them i.e. 73% have more 

than six family members depending on meagre earnings. 

HOUSING: These families gave top priority to investment on a 

house because of i"ncreasing rents. They find it very 

difficult to pay the rents. Most of the houses constructed 

in category'S' had one or two small rooms. Since everything 

i.e. kitchen, bedroom, dining room are combined in one or 

two rooms the house looks extremely congested wi~h things 

lying here and there. There is no proper planning for these· 

houses. The rooms are very poorly ventilated as there are 

no windows or ventilators inside. Due to poor economic 

conditions, most of the houses are made of mud and 

plastered with cement. Those who could afford have white-

washed the houses while others have left it uncoloured. 

Most of the houses do not have a compound wall and those 

few which do have, have mud walls. Due to their inability to 

purchase a bigger plots, most of the families in category 
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lo..n<i. 
'B' have bits of)65 to 70 sq-yards. The families who could 

afford, have used unglazed tiles for flooring and, those who 

couldn't afford have not used anything. 

The reasons given for settling in the slum of Habeeb 

Fatima Nag~r were firs~ that they couldn't afford the high 

rents in the city as they found it difficult to pay them. In 

order to avoid payment of rents they preferred to settle 

down in a slum as the cost of the land in Habeeb Fatima 

Nagar slum was cheap compared to other places in the city. 

Secondly, their close r~latives or friends were 

already settled in the slum and with their help they could 

purchase the plots. Many of them even responded by saying 

that their place of work was near the slum i.e. in 

Sanathnagar and Erragadda. 

Abdul Hameed (45) married with three children recalls 'I was 

a worker in a hotel earning Rs 200 per month Out of 

monthly salary of Rs 20o,r set aside Rs 50 tor rent and I 

send Rs 50 for my parents in the village and with the R£> 

100, that remains I somehow managed the house. In such 

scarcity, it the rent is increased even by Rs 10/- it is 

very difficult for us to maintain the house with the 

increasing family~ So we decided to purchase the plot in 

Habeeb Fatima Nagar where my sister was already settled 

and once and for all be saved from the fear of increase of 

rents and the problem of landlords. Initially we built a 

hut and stayed there. Only over the past three years, could 
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I build these two rooms which casted me Rs 15,000. I used my 

savings, 

friends. 

sold my wife's jewellery and raised loans from my 

Presently I am repaying k the money through 

'chitti'. Shaik Ibrahim {48) an electrician, recalls "Rents 

in city are very costly. For a small room we used to pay Rs 

45/. Within' two years the landlord increased the rent to Rs 

60/- and during summer we always faced acute water problem . 

We often had fights with the landlord and othe~ re~idents 

over the water issue. We were so tired of the quarrels and 

the misery, that we decided to have our own house. Moreover 

'Habeeb Fatima Nagar' is near my place of wor~ and the cost 

of land is also cheap which I could afford. We sold whatever 

little property we had at the village, sold my wife's 

jewellery and bought this house, which was already 

constructed for Rs 10,000. 

C.Venkaih (40). a carpenter by profession narrates " 1 was 

staying with my brother before my marriage. After my 

marriage too I continued staying with them with my.wife. But 

as our family grew we moved away from my brother's place 

since it would have led to seri6~s problems and quarrels. We 

took a house for rent in Habeeb Fatima Nagar (whose owner 

stayed in the city) as it was very cheap. We decided to 

settle down here as it's much better to have our own house. 

We bought this plot for Rs.3000 and borrowed money to build 

this house. We could repay our loans when I got a contract 

of Rs.10,000. The whole money however was spent on the 

house." 

90 



To an outsider, it might look as though that the slum 

people do not interfere in other's lives. Everybody leads 

an independent life. But the case of ~- Mohd Muneer leaves 

one in doubt .. Muneer was a watchman in a private company. 

He left the job due to some differences with the owner. He 

later got himself employed as a casual labourer for 5-6 

years. After being thro~n out from his earlier job his 

family lived in extreme poverty. They could only afford a 

hut on this plot~ (The plot was purchased when he came to 

know that for the poor the land was available for a minimum 

of Rs 300/-). When the researcher was conducting,the base-

line survey, it was noticed that they had a small hut and a 

room built of mud. But when the researcher went for 

depth' study , she couldn't recognise the house as they had 

built a compound wall and an extra room. When asked about 

the chahge , his wife replied with tears in her eyes "People 

here don't allow us to live in peace. They mocked and 

laughed at our poverty • During rainy season when there 

would be water everywhere in the house;instead of helping us 

the selfish people here would mock us. Since we do not 

have a compound wall (The lane in which they were staying, 

everybody had a compound wall made of mud.} whatever 

activities we car~ied out was seen on the road. People would 

stop their work and look at us as if some ·tamasha' is going 

did.. 
Wh~tever we~were seentwe were taunted and one day on. the 

neighbours ganged up together and gave us the ultimatum that 

we either vacate and move to some other place or they 
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themselves would throw our thinQS 

anything ~ where could we gol so we 

out. We couldn't do 

borrowed the money 

(Rs15,000) and built these two rooms and a compound wall of 

mud. Since my sons are also employed we are sure of repaying 

the loan." 

EDUCATION The number of illiterates among the earning 

members of category :B' are significant • However many of 

them have done a minimum schooling till class Vth .. Nobody 

has. completed higher second~ry course or gone to college. 

The labourers (working on regular basis) in pri '-'ate 

companies or 1n shops; lorry drivers, and the carpenters are 

the illiterates. But those working in private companies or 

in government services as Class IV employees had a minimum 

schooling 

standard. 

till Class Vth and some have studied till Vlith 

As the earnings are less, with only one earning member, 

it is very difficult for a majority of them to make both 

ends meet. Despite acute poverty, they try their level best 

lo educate their children. Those people who are in a better 

off position could send their children to private schools 

whereas most of them due to extreme poverty send their 

children to the Government 'Balwadi" school (run in the 

slum) or in private schools (in Telugu/Urdu medium) where 

the fees charged 1s comparatively less. The English medium 

schools charge Rs 35/- while the Telugu/Urdu medium schools 

charge Rs 25/- per child. 
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Due to the high costs of education and the family's 

inability to pay due to their other demands like food, 

clearing off debts taken for construction of house;most of 

them had to stop their children's schooling after Standard 

VIIth. Their children would join any vocational training or 

work . as apprentices~ The rate of school drop out is thus 

high. 

Sheikh Ibrahim (48) who is an electrician could not 

afford to educate his child~en beyond VIJth Class. His so~s 

are working for a private company as drivers .earning 

Rs.200/- per month. So is the case of Venkat Sheshaiah 

(54)' who due to poverty had to discontinue his children"s 

education after Vth class. His son is working in a r~tion 

shop and his daughter is working as a teacher in a local 

school. Mohd. Khaza(30) discontinued his studies a~ter 

VIIth class and at the age of fifteen, started contributing 

in the earnings of the family by working in a hotel. 

There is the interesting case of Subbaiahya (35) who is 

a carpenter by profession. He is unable to cope with the 

high cost of living. " Earlier, when my children were small~ 

I could afford to send them to the English medium school, 

but later it became very difficult for me to cope up with 

the rising costs of education, food etc. Moreover over the 

past three years my income is also not stable; therefore I 

had to deregister my children from the private school and 

enroll them in the 'Balwadi' School where the education 
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provided is sub-standard. Later, I sent my son to my native 

village where my parents are staying since the village 

school is better than. the 'Balwadi' school. As I do not 

have ~ny option, I send my two daughters to the Balwadi 

school. In fact, I plan to send my family back to my 

native village as the cost of living is very high in the 

city and bring them here after five or six years when I 

will be in a position to afford. 

FOOD: As the total monthly income of families in this 

category is extremely low with.more number of dependents, 

purchasing of food is always a problem for them. Most of the 

time, the family can afford only one time meal in a day. 

The people in this category usually try to hide tHeir hunger 

from their fellow residents as 1'1ohd. Pasha's wife says "If 

anybody tells us they have cooked dal and vegetable, even we 

respond by saying that we too have cooked the same. Who 

will know whether we are starving or not. Such kind of lie 

has to be resorted to very often." 

The consumption of milk is nil or only a little is 

consumed in tea. Few families who can somehow afford money 

for milk for infants purchase some amount of milk while 

others do not. 

Highlighting the primacy given to wrong priorities is 

the case of Mohd. Moin who is a lorry driver. His family 

consists of seven children the eldest of whom is 8 years 

old. Moin has bought a Fridge and T.V., but does not spend 
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money for milk for his small children. He purchases only 

half litre milk which is used in preparing tea and curd. 

CONSUMER GOODS; It has been noticed that despite poverty 

families have T.V. Sets Black and white, portable and 

purchased on installments. These people are influenced by 

ot-hers and consider possessing a fan, radio, T.V. as symbols 

of well being. They cannot resist themselves from going to 

another's place and watching T.V., but having problems with 

neighbours, ultimately they end up purchasing their own T.V. 

Sets. Similarly, they purchase a radio, transistor,or a fan 

simply because everybody in the slum has such basic 

amenities. 

None of the families possess a petrol driven 

except for Mohd. Pasha who possesses a second hand 

vehicle, 

scooter. 

Mohd. Pasha is a carpenter by profession '..;ho manufactures 

and sells wooden meter boxes. He feels "If I go around in a 

-eye le and 

importance, 

impression. 

sell my articles, people will not give me any 

but if I go on a scooter, it creates a good 

In business you need to create such an 

impression, otherwise no one will purchase goods from you". 

Pasha bought his scooter for Rs. 5,000/- with his mother-

in-law contributing half the amount. 

f'tohd. Moin says "nobody comes to know or notices 

whether we are starving or not; but if we have T.V., fridge, 

everybody thinks that we are well-off. It creates a good 

impression." 
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.. 
.... Narsingh Rao's wife has this to say "our relatives 

from the village would come and comment that staying in the 

city, he does not even possess a T.V. What is the use of 

his coming to the city, when he cannot even own a T.V. So, 

the next time when my husband had an increase in his 

income, he went and bought a T.V. on installment. Paying 

money for installments every month is ~ifficult for us. but 

we decided to go tor it as we will be bearing this 

difficulty only for three y_ears". 

Mohd. Khaza 9 whc is working in a government hospital 

says: "Most of the people in the slum have T.V., Fan, when 

my father retired + . ,rom serv~ce, he received an amount of 

Rs.10,000/-, which we spent on our sister's marriage and on 

us for for purchasing a dressing table, fan and T.V., as 
. 

everybody in this slum has one. If we have to be equal with 

them such things have to be bought." 

A very interesting case is that of Hohd. Main who lS a 

lorry Driver and earns Rs. 1,000/- per month. He stay~. in a 

ver-y congested house consisting two rooms. He has seven 

children who are very small. When he got an increment from 

the Company wher-e he was working, he bought a small fridge 

for Rs.6,000/- as ever-ybody in the office influenced him in 

purchasing it • Though nothing is ~ept inside and the fridge 
. , 

is of no use to them, nevertheless, "possessin; a 

refr-igerator increased my prestige among friends while the 

fellow slum people think that I am ver-y well-off". 
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Such is the Kind of influence of the upper class on 

these people that they prefer going and purchasing a fridge, 

whether there is any utility or not. 

HEALTH; 

regular 

medical 

Most of the people in this category are working as 

labourers in private concerns. The¥ do not get any 

facilities from the company and cannot avail the 

government 

proximity. 

services which are not present in close 

Hence, when any body has any health problem, 

they wait for a fe1r1 days and le.t the 'problem' subside on 

its own. lf the fever does not subside withih four or five 

days they go to the local 'Hakim' who charges Rs.5/- per 

visit and gives medicine free of cost. 

It has been noticed that many ~hildren in this category 

pass-out worms in their stools. C. Venkaiah' s ll'li fe says 

"two of my children complain of passing worms in their 

stool. I do not think it is a problem to be shown to a 

doctor •. These children eat either mud or anything lying on 

the road. I scolded them many a times, but it is of no use 

they do not listen to me at all." 

Boils, skin, rash and such ailments are treated by 

home remedies. If a rash had been persistent for too long, 

it 1s not a real problem until the child c~ies of 

pain. People prefer the allopathic doctor because for 

Rs.10/- the doctor looks at the patient and gives an 

injection. Many consider taking an injection to be better 
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and that it cures faster than taking just a prescription of 

medicines. 

Measles are not considered a disease. Mohd. Main's 

wife says "Every year- my children have red rashes with fever 

for- 4 - 5 days. In fact all the basti children have. They 

play with each other, so they get it. As the fever goes off 

on its own, we do not take them to a doctor for- thi~". 

DREAMS AND ASPIRATIONS: As most of the families are poor 

and as they are aware of this fact, they do not 

unnecessarily dream or aspire f~r things which are beyond 

their means. A common question that was asked to the 

researcher was that, "Who will give money to the poor"? or 

that "we are poor, nobody listens to our problems.''. 

These people desire for good food and good clothing, 

which due to poverty, they are unable to obtain. With more 

income, they would like to clear the debts that have been 

taken for the marriage of their children or for the 

construction of the house. 

B. Ravi Kumar (35) who works at a tile polishing 

machine has a simple dream ''I have taken loan for building 

this house of two rooms but all I want is to clear off all 

my debts (Rs.7,0001-). My youngest son is affected by 

polio. If I have money, I want to show him to a doctor-, so 

that in future he will not have to depend on anybody. But 

the problem is who will give us the money. 

choice but to lead a life of misery." 

ltJe ha'le no 
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c. Veokaiah (40) who is working as a carpenter, says 

"If. we have more money, I would lil<.e to provide good food 

and clothing for my family, instead of leading a half-

starved existence or passing days in just in two shirts." 

But his wife wl)o is sitting beside him says "If we can earn 

more, I want to buy utensi 1 s and a store1--~ell." 

M~ny families plan to construct an extra room so that it 

can be given for rent which will help them in supplementing 

their earnings. 

Mohd. Main (38) working as a Lorry driver says ''If we 

have money, I want to giv~ my children good food and 

clothing. B .. +-
·~ ~ the problem is that the other priorities 

(construction of house, T.V., Scooter) have to be met while 

tending to one-'s hungry stomach". 

Shaikh Ibrahim (55 an electrician,) would li~e to have 

purchased an auto for his son i-f he had the money. "My son 

would be able to earn money in Hyderabad instead of going 

out of station on trips, 'being a lorry driver". 

CASE REPORT 

Mohd. Ismail (40 years) delivers gas cylinders. He 

stays in a very small three-room house. Some twenty years 

ago his parents along with their family shifted to 

Hyderabad. They are basically from 'Zaheerabad' and were 

vendors selling red chilli, mango, tamarind etc •• The money 
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that was earned was insufficient to feed everyone. HencE!, 

they left the village and came to Hyderabad to earn more, 

thinlr, ing that if nothing works out, they would at least 

work as labourers. 

They knew nobody here; so they rented a house for Rs. 

50/- in 'Begumpet' and took up any j~b that came their way. 

After few months, they could not afford the moi;ey for rent, 

so they built a hut on the road and would leave their four 

children there, and go to work as labourers earning a total 

of Rs.10/- per day. 

They always faced the problem of food. There were days 

when for four consecutive days they had nothing to eat. Even 

their children starv€'d. They would just drink water and 

sleep on an empty stomach. ~The day we had food, we were 

kings and when· we did not have any we were begga•·s sleepinQ 

on empty stomachs." They kept moving to places wherever 

they found work, built a hut there and stayed. Due to 

poverty, they could not educate-any of their children. All 

the children were illiterate and had started working very 

young at shops and as 'cleaners' at Truck stands. Today 

everybody is married and staying separately. 

f"'ohd. Ismail is their eldest son and stays with his 

family consisting of his wife and seven children. His 

parents too stay with them. He has a daughter who was 

married at the age of ten. Out of seven, five children are 

studying in a private school, the two youngest being too 

100 



small for school. 

Paying fees is a big problem for them. Hence the 

children are sent off from school after every 3 months and 

unless the fees are paid, they are not enrolled again. He 

says, "Last year, I was unable to pay the examination fee 

(of Rs.200/-) for the children, so the authorities sent them 

back. I went and requested the principal but they did not 

agree. Finally I had to borrow the money from my friends 

and pay for children's examination fee." Ismail cribs over 

the fact that he had to pay the fees fo~ the summer holidays 

too, when no classes are held. 

His job is permanent but the pay is given only when the 

goods are delivered, hence, pay depends on when they get the 

stock. In a month, his total earnings from gas cylinder 

delivery is Rs.600/-. Ismail leaves in the morning at q 

after taking tea and a chapati. He comes back only in the 

evening at 6 p.m. He eats 'rice and dal' and again goes back 

to drive rickshaw (on rent) till 10.30 in the night. His 

total earnings from that amounts to Rs.200 per month. (In 

fact, Ismail left for Bombay to make money at the age of 25 

years leaving his family with his parents. In Bombay he 

stayed for a year and came back as he did not like the 

place. (He learnt the skill of plastering while staying in 

Bombay). 

Ismail through his friend, came to know that plots were 

being sold to the poor, so he· bought the plot (75 sq. yds) 
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for Rs.300/- and constructed this house himself borrowing 

Rs.10,000/-. The house was made ~f mud and plastering done 

on it. Asbestos sheets were used for the roofing. He could 

however clear the loan through 'chitti' and also got his 

eldest daughter married. 

The family is still in the grip of poverty. As the 

dependents increased the total earnings were not sufficient 

at all. In fact his wife says, " We have to make four pieces 

of a 'chapati' to fill oyr stomachs so as not to sleep on 

empty stomachs.~ When there is no money, they take credit 

from shop and buy at least 'kanki' (broken rice) which is ot 

very inferior quality costing Rs.4/- kg rather than sleeping 

on empty stomachs. 

Consumption pattern: They have a Ration-Car-d (yellow card) 

with which they purchase 20 kq of rice. Jawar ( 10 kg) 

bought from outside. 'Dal' and vegetables ar-e purchased 

depending on the earnings. Very 6ften the family lands up 

eating only once a day. Milk is purchased daily for Re.1/-

to make tea. Ismail says his life has been the same for the 

past 10 - 15 years. In fact,he feels it has deteriorated 

now, since he has to pay the school fees, 

dresses, and the electricity bill. 

Ismail works very hard to earn his livelihood. 

Irrespective of the weather conditions or his health, he has 

to attend to delivering cylinders whenever there is stock. 

He does not eat anyt~ing outside as he knows his children 
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are hungry at home. 

Presently, they do not have any debts, but neither do 

they have any savings. Whatever is earned goes fo~ food and 

educating his children (Rs.125/-). They do not have anv 

luxury items, except for a small table fan. 

He says very angri 1 y that, " even YH? can earn, clear 

loans and do everything; but cannot as our hands and legs 

are chained (of poverty)." 

the care of 'Allah·. 

All his problems he has left to 

He dreams that if he has money, he would like to do 

business (selling clothes). His other priority is to get 

his second daughter who is thirteen years old married. He 

dreams of educating his sons till 10th class after which he 

would like them to take up any job,but is not sure if -he can 

afford it. 

None of his children are immunized. Somebody or the 

other is always sick in the _1 ami 1 y and has fever 

continuously for 3 days. They let the fever cure on its own. 

If it does not, then they take the children to the 'Hakim' 

in the basti, who gives medicine at a cheaper rate of Rs.5/-

Allopathic doctor. (Allopathic medicines are however 

costly). 
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CATEGORY • C. 

P.C.I. : (200- 500) 

Category 'C' where the monthly per capita income ranges 

between Rs.200 - 500, the total number of families present 

were 39 •· In 28/. 61 the fami 1 ies heads of households work in 

private companies as Class IV employees. 21% had their own 

petty businesses as Tailor, chicken shop owner, carpenter. 

41/. w•re in government services working as Class III/IV 

employees. 5/. were retired and pensioners. All the 

families had a regular monthly income. 

The 'total monthly income' in this category ranged from 

Rs.800 ~ Rs.3,50Q/-. Most of the families i.e. BSY. had an 

earning between Rs. 1,000/- toRs. 2,000/-. Only 5% families 

earned Rs. 3,000/- and above per month, and their wb Fe per 

capita income ~anged between Rs.4001-to Rs. 500/-. There 

were 10/. families wherein the monthly earning is less than 

Rs. 1,000/-. 

The per capita income in this category is comparatively 

less as the total monthly earnings of the families are low. 

Even if their monthly income ranges between Rs. 1,000/- to 

Rs. 3,500/-, their per capita income falls, because of the 

fact that there is only one earning member, who has a more 

number of dependents. 20/. families have a family size of 3 

-4; 34/. families have a family size of 5-6 and 46% families 

have a family size of 7 - 8. 
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In 671. of the households only one earning member 

contributed to the total earnings. In those families where 

there were more than one earning member, they were engaged 

in small time services where the son ran a small pan shop, 

or was working as a mason, or was a mechanic in a cycle 

shop. In some cases,the wife or daughter supplemented the 

income by working as a tailor or as a school teacher, 

contribution of theirs in total income_, ,·s 'Rs.2.50-"600 pe:v- <YIOnth 

HOUSING: 'The 

into 'Habeeb 

reasons giv~n by the families 

Fatima Nagar· was the easy 

for 

and 

shifting 

cheaply 

affordable plots and the fact that they had a relative or 

family friend already settled in Habeeb Fatima Nagar. These 

people had no other choice but to live in the dingy 

conditions of the slum since affording even a single room in 

the other parts. of the city was a costly affair. 

The families in Category ·c· could afford to buy the 

land with their savings, however, to fj'uild their house they 

had to borrow from money-lenders or relatives, or sell their 

property at the village or sell the jewellery ~f their wife, 

The size of the plot possessed by the families in Category 

ranged between 65 - 110 sq yds, most of them having 

built houses consisting of 2 - 3 rooms. 

K. Nageswara Rao (38, an R.T.C. Mechan~c) recalled how 

he could manage to get a plot he relates "people sell off 

their property when in dire crisis. One of my colleagues 

wanted to sell off his house to get his daughter married. He 
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wanted to sell off the house for Rs. 7,000/-. Since I 

wanted to save the payment of monthly rent, I grabbed the 

opportunity. As I did not have any savings, I borrowed 

money from my friends and relative and sold all my wife's 

jewellery with which I was able to put together Rs. 5,000/-. 

The deal was finally settled for that amount. I still .have 

to repay the loan taken for the house. The slum is very far 

off from my place of work which is in the old city of 

Hyderabad. I cannot leave this place and shift to the old 

city.as finding an accommodation there is highly costly." 

K. Ravinder (41, an R~T.C.cConductor): ''I purchased 

this plot along with my colleagues ~hen I was not 

financially weak as I am today. Then I could save some 

mane~ as my children were very small, and· the demands were 

very ~imited. But I am happy for making such a decision, as 

land prices are rising so fast. Even if I had wanted .to 

shift here two years ago, it would have been difficult for 

me.~ 

Most of the ~ouses constructed in Category ·c·. had 2 to 

3 rooms which were small in size and congested (even though 

in a few cases, the plots were big enough). Only 4 families 

in this category stayed in a pne room house. Most of the 

families possess plots of smaller sizes with little space 

around. Since the rooms are very small with many people 

residing in it, the houses look very congested. Houses were 

built of brick and plastered with cement. A few families 

could afford to white-wash their houses, while the others 

have left it unpainted. All the houses used asbestos she~ts 
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for roof ~ng. The flooring was of cement (ungla2ed) and few 

houses had stone slabs (unpolished). Whether the houses had 

one or more than one room, they did not have a separate 

kitchen. However, all the houses were characterized by a 

separate bathroom and latrine outside the house. None of 

the families had a staircase or terrace but few families 

have constructed a compound wal! made of mud and have got it 

white-'1ashed. The houses were ill-ventilated and had one 

door with no windows inside. These houses thus lacked any 

access to ope~ air or light~hence) inside the house, the air 

stinks/smells. To store water they had built small cement 

drums which could store about 7 pails of water. None of 

them had bore-wells or access to alternate supply of water 

(except for the water-tan~er which supplies water). The 

families in these categories purchase water from those 

people who have bore-wells. 

EDUCATION~ 

_Category 'C' had few illiterates, but most of the others 

discontinued after Xth standard. 27% were illiterate and 

were engaged in small time businesses like tailoring, 

carpentry, running a chicken centre, or working in a 

'Mi tha.i' shop. 8% of illiterateS> were Class IV gov_ernment 

employees working as an Attendant and 'Mali'. The rest 

i.e. 72% this category have studied upto 7th or 10th 

standard. Most of them were of them were engaged in private 

industries and in government organizations working as class 

IV employees. For instanc~, Mohd. Siddiqui is a driver, K. 
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Nageswa~a Rao is a mechanic, K. Ravinder is a conductor in 

A.P.S.R.T.C., Rudrappa is an attendant in an Ayu~veda 

College. An exception was N. Chandulal who is a t~easurer 

in the Pension-Pay Office having studied B.A. 

Despite having a bread earner these families we~e 

finding it difficult to make both ends meet and they faced 

problems in educating their child~en too. Education could 

be given only in private institutions as there were no 

government schools in the area. The families faced the 

problem of paying the 

unifo.r~J~, boots. However, 

fees, pu~chasing books, school 
ool; 

it was)possible for them to pay for 

the extra attention to their children (in the form of 

p~ivate tuition) which the children needed apart from the 

regular schooling to be successful in the annual 

examinations, as the standard and quality of education 

p~ovided in these private schools is below average. The~e 

is a very high incidence of drop outs from high schpol, 

specially among girls. The boys, if they dropped out worked 

as apprentices somewhere, or would join the business of his 

father and help in supplementing the family income. Even 
/ 

the pa~ents are keen that the children, after completing 

their matriculation, take some job to supplement the meagre 

income of the family. 

B. Ravinder ( 41) ' is a conductor in A.P.S.R.T.C. 

staying with his wife and two children. When asked how fa~ 

he would lil<..e to educate his children, he says "How can I 

tell you how far I ~'li 11 be able to educate my son. 

Schooling is such a costly affair these days. You have to 
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purchase books, shoes, dresses, besides paying the fees. My 

job is of a temporary nature with various kinds of risks 

involved. Each day I am anxious that nothing goes wrong. 

If a passenger does not buy a ticket .the onus lies on me and 

I might lose my job. With great difficulty we manage to have 

a very simple meal of dal and rice. We do not even get new 

clothes stitched for festivals. But if I am in a position 
' 

to give my children education till Standard Xth, I shall 

certainly do so." 

G. Ramaswamy(45) is a class IV State Government 

employee. He stays with his family consisting of his wife 

and five children. His wife: says "M"y . husband earns 

Rs.1,500/- per month. Our children go to private school. 

All my husband's salary is exhausted in school .fees, 

repaying debts and installment for the T.V. and fan. The 

loan taken for building the house has also to be repaid. It 

later becomes very difficult to manage all this within Rs. 

1,500/-. My husband is illiterate so he cannot even do some 

part-time job to augment the income. Ours is a very hard 

life. My husband walks down from his place of work to save 

expenditure on transportation. We also have to marry our 

three daughters and the dowry being asked is Rs. 50,000/-. 

You tell me, how can we manage such a big amount. l.ale cannot 

afford to educate any of our children beyond Standard Xth. 

I want even my sons to study till standard Xth which is the 

minimum requirement for getting any job, so that they would 

be in a position to supplement the family _income.•: 
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Venkanna (70), has retired from the Police Department. 

His ll'life recalls "My husband started living with another 

woman and he gave me ~ small amount of money very 

irregularly. It became very difficult to meet the 

requirements of the family and the household with such 

irregular and meagre amount of money. Very often we went 

hungry to bed since we had no money to buy food. In such 

how could I educate my children? They difficulties, 

discontinued their studies after Class Vth. My husband 

through his inf.lu~nce, helped to find job placements for my 

~on, who wo~ked in nearby ~hop •• For my other son, job was 

provided in the police de~artment itself". 

Women's education was most neglected. The attitude as 

.regards girls· was that the earlier, the~ are married, the 

better. "An overeducated girl might have a problem in 

marriage." Educating a girl is considered a useless, futile 

waste of tim• as she was expected to not work later, and 

thus there would be no utility or use of any education 

given to women. But one exception being N.Chandulal who 

himself is a graduate wants his elder daughter (studying in 

Xth standard) to study till graduation. "None of my 

relatives or their children have studied graduation and I 

want her to be the first one to do so." 

Others were against the idea of education a girl 

Xth class. 

after 

G. Ramaswami a Class IV employee in State Go'lernment 

Services is planning to get his eldest daughter married, who 
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is a Class Xth drop-out, he says, "when I get proposals for 

my daughter, the first question asked is how much dowry and 

gold will be given; nobody as~s how far has she studied. So 

what is the use of educating her further. 

M. Ballaiah (a 'Mali' in State Government Service) 

says, "we are facing a lot of difficulty. The job that my 

wife and I are doing is of a temporary nature, whatever we 

earn goes for food and clearing our debts taken for 

construction of house. We eat a very simple meal of dal and 

rice. In such a situation, I find it very difficult to pay 

for the fees and books fer the, three children ~·~ho are 

studying in a private school. If I can afford to pay for 

their present education, it would be an achievement for me. 

Making them study beyond Standard Xth is a far off dream, as 

I h~ve to get my eldest daughter married, who is in Class 

IXth. It is enough if a girl studies ti 11 Standard Xth 

otherwise, later on it would be a problem finding a 

suitable match for her. Besides, when she is not going to 

pursue any job in future, what is the .~oint in edu~ating her 

further." 

FOOD: The month!~ income being less and the dependents 

more, the family food budget in this category is 

tight. 60 - 701. of their income is spent on food. Most of 

the families purchase their food on a credit basis. They 

can afford to pay regularly for their ration-supplies 15 

20 days of a month. but for the rest of the days they have 

to borrow on the surety of their next month's pay. The 

family eats twice in a day. In the morning, both husband 
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and wi~e have tea, the children before going to school have 

tea and eat bun or chapati. The husband eats rice and dal 

before going to office and takes tiffin-box (chapati with 

chutney/vegetable). Wife does not take anything in the 

morning; if v~ry hungry, she has chapati/bun. She foregoes 

her breakfast for the sake of the other members of the 

family. After coming back from school the children have 

lunch along with their mother. Lunch is very simple 

consis;ting of 

together and 

· Dal' and rice. The family has dinner 

it consists of dal, rice and curd ~·1hic h is 

occasionally consumed. 1kgetable consumption a 

r-egular- featur-e. The people in this category avoid sleeping 

on an empty stomach. If ther-e is nothing at home to eat, 

they prefer taking things on credit or ·purchase inferior 

quality of rice. 

Ramaswami"s wife says, "Dont ask how we manage. We are 

seven members ~nd my husband's income is Rs.1,500/-. A very 

simple meal consisting of inferior- quality rice is all that 

we can afford. When we do not have money, we have to cut 

down on milk, tea, coo~ing oil and such items. Depending on 

the availability of money, we cook vegetable which is a rare 

occasion. We faced difficulties earlier when my husband was 

earning Rs. 200/- Even now with Rs. 1,500/- we face same 

difficulties as the cost of everything is so high these 

days. 

CONSUMER GOODS: Since their incomes and sa': ings do not 

allow them to purchase anything beyond their plot of land 
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and two square meals a d~y, to fulfil the rest of their 

demands, 

quarters. 

these families had to raise loans from various 

Most of the people in this category have to repay 

loans which they have taken for building their houses, and 

for buying a few consumer durables (like T.V., Fan). This 

is apart trom the credit, which ·is taken for daily ration. 

The consumer durables which could be afforded by these 

people was either a second hand Black and White T.V. or/and 

a Radio, Fan, cycle. Only 10% had petrol driven vehicle. 

Almost all the families had cooking gas (L.P.G.), and 

who did not, used Kerosene as an alternative fuel. 

those 

These 

families have either a second hand T.V., and Fan bought on 

instalments. 

The reasons why the families in this Category gave 

prominence to T.V., Fan, Radio (which Ner:-e bought in 

instalments) inspite of the very shaky financial position 

and problems in providing a full meal for the family each 

day can be seen from the opinion of these people. 

Mohd. Siddiqui (40 years) is a driver in a private 

office earning Rs. 9001-. He stays with his wife and 

children says he. "Yes, it is a great strain to pay monthly 

instalments for T.V. and fan. But I did not liKe my 

daughter going to other people's house to watch T.V. 

Moreover all my colleagues have a T.V. Set. These things 

have become very common now. Even a labourer owns one. 

Everybody faces problems in repayment but it is preferred to 

quarrels with the neighbour. Therefore, 1 decided to 

purchase a T.V. costing Rs. 2,500/- a (second hand) Black 
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and White set, fa~ which I have to pay a monthly installment 

of Rs. 50/- fa~ more than fou~ yea~s . fl 

. The same facto~ influenced the other families also, who 

had eithe~ young child~en o~ daughte~s. As these families 

a~e not in a position to go out o~ having any mode of social 

ente~tainment; T.V. is the only cheap and affordable means 

of .entertainment fo~ them. People prefer to buy a T.V. 

(even a Black and White - Second hand) on instalments ~athe~ 

than send their children to other's place. If the child~en 

went to neighbour's house, t.hey were invariably scolded and 

ill-t~eated and were not allowed to watch the p~ogramme. 

B. Manik Prabhu (41) e>-:presses "Going to the cinema is 

a costly affai~, it would cost a minimum of Rs. 20/- and the 

whole family cannot enjoy going out for 

the T.V. as my child~en insisted on 

movies. I 

purchasing 

bought 

one. 

Although we have to cut on food and clothing, still 

decided to buy a T.V. Set. I can at least bear this much of 

sac~ifice for the sake of the child~en.". 

An inte~esting case can be cited of K. Nageswara Rao 

35, and a R.T.C. Mechanic. He ~ecollects "Initially, my job 

was tempo~a~y. I had incu~red debts fo~ building this house 

and was not in a position to incu~ any extra expenditure. 

But I had to buy a T.V. when the popular Hindi se~ial 

'Ramayana' was on ai~. My wife who wanted to see 'Ramayana· 

but could not go to neighbou~·s house, refused to coot. food 

till r got the T.V. Finally, I had to buy a T.V. on 

installment for Rs. 2,000/- after five days". 
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People like H. Chandulal (40) have bought a scooter. 

The reason he bought a scooter was he says "All my 
\ 

friends 

had a Luna or scooter and I did not like going to office on 

a cycle or in a bus. I asked my mother-in-law to contribute 

half the price to buy a scooter.," He bought a second hand 

scooter for. Rs. 5,000/- six years ago. "Although we have 

bought the scooter~ we hardly use it since we cannot afford 

to spend money on petrol. But now that we have bought one 

we feel satisfied. Moreover, it enhances our prestige in 

the eyes of.our neighbours. 

Similarly, Subhash Chandra Bose, in his fifties wor~ing 

in a private company as a Class IV emplbyee) bought a luna 

for his son who is in college. His son insisted on buying 

one, as it would increase his prestige in the college. 

HEALTH: 

As most of the houses in Category 'C' are congested and 

ill-ventilated .with open-garbage and filth lying around, 

attracting flies and other disease agents. Such a condition 

was the result of the negligence of the municipal 

organisation. The slum is also characterized by · katcha 

roads' becoming a pool of diseases during the rainy season. 

Th~re are small open drains flowing from kitchens and 

bathrooms into the main road. Such an environment invites 

diseases like measles, worms, gastroenteritis, skin-

infections and respiratory diseases - which are common in 

this slum. 

Being residents of the slum~ the people in this 

category too ~ suffer from the following diseases. 
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Measles, fever, worms and sY.in-infections {Boils, rashes) , 

diarrhea are common among the people; 

People of Category ·c· do not approach a doctor for 

ailments like fever, measles, cough, cold, running nose, 

so~e eyes, dental problems, stomach pain, etc, due to the 

fact that they have to pay the doctor his fee (Rs. 10/-) for 

every visit and they also have to purchase the prescribed 

medicines. Normally when anybody is from any 

illnesS", the people wait for 2- 3 days and allow the 

ailment to subside on its own. It the case gets serious, 

then they approach a private Allopathic doctor.,Till then 

they use home remedies like herbal treatment and 

diet. 

special 

·s. Ramaswami 45, ~·10rking as a Class l\i employee in the 

state Govern~ent says,: "Everybody at home has cold, cough, 

or fever. My wife suffers from body pains and lac¥. of 

appetite; during rainy season, invariably somebody or the 

other falls sick very frequently. We administer some 

treatment at home. If we go to a doctor, he will ask us to 

come again and for every visit we have to pay Rs. 10/- plus, 

the extra charges for medicines. 

unless it is very necessary." 

We do not go to the doctor 

B. Manik Prabhu(41) v1orking as a Class IIl employee in 

Public Sector whose youngest son has a 'squint' which they 

have not shown to a doctor. He says, "Government hospitals 

are very far from here and I do not have the time during 

office-hours to take him to the hospital and waiting for the 
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office-hours to take him to the hospital and waiting for the 

doctor in the queue for every regular check-up. I cannot 

afford to take leave for every visit." 

Rudrappa's wife expresses that we do not go to the 

government hospital, although we get free medicines there. 

Traversing to and fro to the hospital is costly and as it is 

situated far off. Moreover, the doctors are rude in :heir 

behaviour towards us and they even scold us badly whe~ we 

cannot make for the routine check up. The whole da7 is 

wasted if we go to the .government hospital. I do stit2hing 

on the sewing machine and over the past ten days I have 

pain in my chest and legs. But I will remain at home and 

take rest for a day and two, rather than go to a doctor." 

When surveyed, 13% households in this category had 

children suffering from rashes and sores of the· skin. 

During the in-depth study, it was found that the families 

did not consider it very important to get it treated. The 

sores were being regularly washed and allowed to heal o~ its 

own. Only when it takes very long and is seen spreading to 

other parts, do they show to a doctor. They say, 

gets dry on its own within a week". 

"The sore 

Measles is not considered as an illness; K. Ballaiah (a 

Class IV employee) says "No special treatment needs to be 

given. It subsides on its own within four five :iays. 

Even after four-five days, if the red rashes de not 

disappear-, we take them to the doctor". 

None of the families interviewed said that they were 

hospitalised for any serious ailments. 
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PRIORITY ASPIRATIONS: 

The main aim of the people in the Category ·c· is to 

live a better life i.e. better enough to be able to pay for 

their basic necessities like housing, education and food; 

paying off their debts and avoiding living on credit and 

also fulfilling their social duties li~e marrying off their 

daughters early. 

They are unable to afford good food and new dresses 

even on festival days. They cannot go out to entertain 

themselves for e.g. the cinema,i~ too costly to afford. As 

there is only one earning member in the f am.i 1 '/. pro·;iding 
I 

for school fees, books and school dress and shoes for the 

children becomes very difficult and lot of sacrifices have 

to be made. A stable source of income and a full meal daily 

would bring a lot of happiness in their lives clouded vJith 

innumerable anxieties and miseries. 

How values are affected by the environment 1s clearly 

manifested in the demand for dowry. These people see others 

in the cities using various luxury goods. The desire to 

possess such goods invariably creeps into them. But their 

state is such that they cannot afford to buy it themse 1 'IE'S •. 

Hence such items are included in the demand for dowry. 

6. Ramaswami (45) has three daughters and two sons. "I 

do not know how I am going to arrange for my daughters' 

marriages. I have three daughters to be married. The 

eldest is 15 years old. Wherever I get proposals for 

the first question asked is how much dowry will be given to 
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If I get all my daughters married, I will feel satisfied 

that I have fulfilled my responsibilities." 

B. Manik Prabhu 41, and a Class I'J employee with the 

Public Sector, stays in two rooms with his four- children 

and wife. 

basis .• 

scooter. 

Two years ago h~ bought a T.V. set on installment 

He dreams: "I do not. want to purchase a luna a 

I am satisfied with my two r-oom accommodation and 

do not want to.buy any luxury items for- the house. In case 

ther-e is an increase in my income~ I would channelize it 

towards my children's education. I would want to give :hem 

as much education as they wpuld like to pursue. But tt-.ese 

days a bachelor's degree is the minimum asked for any pr3per 

job, hence I wish that they get a bachelors degr-ee and 

secure a job for themselves". 

Chandulal (40~ a Class III employee in State Gover-nrnert 

Service) 

T.V.set. 

problems., 

be repaid. 

has given priority to purchasing a scooter ar,j 

Now .he finds himself surrounded by '.'ar:.ous 

"The loan we took to build this house is yet to 

We are in debt of nearly Rs. 20,000/- taken for 

construction of the house and buying a scooter and T.V. set. 

Once we repay our loans ~o<Je hope to see better days. In 

fact, I want to add another room and give it out on rent, It 

will go a long way in taking care of part of the financial 

burden of running the household". 

.... 
working 

Ballaiah, 

CASE REPORT (201 - 500) 

38 is an illiterate and is prese'"• t 1 .,. 

at A.P.S.E.B. (Andhra Pradesh State Electricity 
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Board} , as a 'Mali', on a temporary basis. Earlier, he 

worV.ed as a 'Mali' in a private company. His wife is also a 

sweeper in APSEB in a temporary post. Their monthly income 

is Rs. 650/- and Rs. 700/- respectively. 

The family consists of Ballaiah, his .wife, two 

daughters and a son. The daughter is the eldest studying in 

IXth standard. Son is in 3rd Standard and their youngest 

daughter is i~ Class I. They all are enrolled in a private 

school., Ballaiah pays Rs. 150/- for their school fees. 

He is a 'Mala· (Scheduled Caste). They stay in one 

room house ll'lhich is ill-ventilated with no windo~-vs. 

Asbestos sheet is used for roofing and the flooring was of 

stone-slab. Everything i.e. kitchen, Dining, Bed room, are 

all confined one room, so the house loo~s very congested. 

Ballaiah~ c3me ta Hyderabad at an age of 18 due to 

family differences. He is from 'Siddipet' (a village near 

Hyderabad) where his father was a casual labourer with no 

regular employment. After coming to Hyderabad, he stayed 

with his friend who helped him provide a job in a private 

office ~s a helper. Ballaiah kept on changing jobs for 

nearly two years, but finally settled in a private office as 

a ·Mali' . The officer of the private company had a friend 

working in APSEB and the present job was provided through 

his recommendation Cas Ballaiah was a very hard working 

person). 

permanent 

That time there was a vacancy in APSEB, 

member had died. Ballaiah after 

as the 

joining 

accommodated his wife too in a temporary post as a sweeper. 
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They have been working ror more than 10 years, still their 

employment is temporary (Before joining APSES, wife had done 

odd jobs like working near constructions sites as a 'coolie' 

for Rs. 5/- per day. 

quite sometime). 

She also worked as a maid servant for 

Earlier Balliah's family stayed in a one-room rented 

house for (Rs. 50/- at 'Begumpet'. When they could not 

afford to pay the rent (which was increased to Rs 70/-) they 

decided to purchase their own plot. lhrough friends he 

bought this plot (73 sq yds) for Rs. 2,000/- "as land were 

cheaper here". Initially, for 4 to 5 months t.hey built a hut 

and started staying in it. Slowly could they afford to 

build thi~house by selling his wife's property at village 

and by taking lo~n fr6m outside which was Rs. 5,000/-. They 

could repay the loan within five years by joining the 

"chitti' where by every month Rs. 100/- was paid in a 'chit' 

of Rs. 1,000/-. Presently, they do not have any debts. 

They have a ceiling fan (bought at down payment for Rs. 

500/-) • They also have a coor.ing gas connection (L.P.G.). 

They do not have a T.V. but their children always fight with 

them for buying one. In fact, they were planning to 

purchase a T.V. (B&W) on instalments. All these days, they 

did not buy as "children were made to understand the 

situation, now they do not listen to us". 

CONSUMPTION PATTERN 

60 - 70 Kgs 

5 Kgs 

2 Kgs 
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Rice (Rs 7 per ~g) 

Wheat 

Dal 



3 Kgs 

Milk 

: 

= 

Edible Oil 

Rs.l/- daily (to~ tea) 

In the mo~ning,the Husband and wife would leave fa~ job at 

8.30 and come back in the evening at 6.30 p.m. They d~ink 

tea in the mo~ning and ca~~Y lunch fa~ thei~ wo~k (Rice and 

chutney). Child~en eat bun/Chapati/Upma, in the mo~ning and 

take lunch at home after coming back f~om school at One o· 

clock (Afte~noon). 

only ~~ce and dal. 

The lunch is ve~y simple consisting of 

The whole family has dinne~ togethe~ 

they cook eithe~ dal o~ vegetable and eat with ~ice. The 

child~en manage the house in the~bsence of thei~ pa~ents 

doing jobs like fetching wate~ when wate~ tanker comes, 

washing, cleaning, studying (children do not go fo~ private 

tuition) sometimes when wife has duty at office~·s 

residence~ she comes back fo~ lunch and finishes off chores 

at home, o~ else her eldest daughter takes care of all the 

things at home. 

When asked what would they like to do, when they have 

more money; the wife laughs and asks »who will give us 

money?" and ''wheneve~ the money is there, it goes for paying 

children's' school fee and the electricity bill. They feel 

if some loan can be provided from government, they can get 

thei~ daughter married. 

anything as whatever 

Presently they are not able to save 

they earn evens out with their 

expenditure. Out of their earnings of Rs. 1,350/- Rs. 800 

to 900 goes for food; Rs. 150 on school fees and books; 200 

for paying electricity bill, gas cylinder (coo~ing gas) and 
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other expenditure. 

For them life ten years ago was better as their 

"children were small, hence the monthly expenditure was 

1 ess.; moreover at that time prices were low (Rice was 

available for Rs.2.50". They could manage themselves "we 11 •. 

enough" (e~ting full meals twice in a day) with a salary of 

Rs. 500/-. The family never faced the problem of starvation 

or near starvation as they would borrow from people repay 

whenever they had money. Even now when they do not get 

salary ~n time, i.e. for 2 - 3 months, they take money 

friends/shops and return w~en they get the salary. 

from 

The family had to face financial problems (some 12 - 13 

years back) when Balliah's wife was hospitalized. His wife 

was aborted 'twice' and her condition was very serious. In 

fact she was nearly·on her death bed. The treatment costed 

them more than Rs. 7,000/- for which he took the loan from 

the company and his in-laws also helped him. He could repay 

the loan within four years. The family at that time had 

E.S.I. facility, hence all the 'hospital expenses· were met 

by the Company. His wife felt that government hospitals are 

good, as medicines are tree of cost and they do not have to 

pay for the doctor. 

Health: Children often have slight fever but it g@ts back 

to normal within two - three days. Only when their 

condition is serious do we take them to a private doctor. 

They do not ta~e the full prescribed medicine. "We ask the 

doctor which is important and we purchase it". Now Balliah's 

family cannot avail the government services or E.S.I. as. 
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they are working on a 'temporary post'. Almost every year 

the children get measles (red rash with fever) as they play 

with other children". Whenever the children have 'red 

rashes' and fever does not subside withih three-four day~, 

we take them to the private doctor who charges Rs. 40 to 50 

per patient. 

When interviewed~ the husband complained ot constant 

problem of loose motion, naus2a, stomach pain, dehydration 

and iever. 

ineffective; 

home remedies. 

He found the allopathic medicine to 

and had now switched over to diet control 

be 

and 

Their monthly expenditure on medical treatment averages 

about Rs. 30 - 401-. 
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CATEGORY ·n· 

(P.C.I. : 501 - 1,000) 

.Of the total 200 families surveyed and categorized, 

group . D. whose per capita monthly income ranges between 

Rs.500 to Rs~l,OOO/-; has 24 families ( i . e . 1 2'1. of the 

total , sample). This category has the highest per capita 

income among all the four groups of A, B, C and D. 

There are various factors contributing to this. The 

first being, that the total incomes of the people in this 

group is much higher than the re~t. Their monthly income 

ranges anywhere between Rs.1,400/- to Ps.3,500/-. 

total earnings of majority of the families i.e. 83'l. ranges 

between Rs.2,000/- to Rs.3,500/- per month. 

The main feature about this category was that all the 

families were .assured of a stable income. The earning 

members were either Class III/IV Government employees; some 

were regular industrial workers; or running a successful 

small time business or were old people retired from 

government service with pension. 

417. of the families had more than one earning member 

wor¥-ing as a Class IV employee in private or government 

sec tors, each ~1 them earning more or less Rs.1~500/- per 

month. 

The family size in this group was small. A majority 

(71%) of them had the family size of 4-5 members; while 1 '?"/ 
.L. '• 
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families had a size of 6-7 members. 17% were marked by the 

absence of children as they were old, retired people staying 

alone. 

HOUSING: Finance is a major force in deciding why despite 

their being in the middle income category, these residents 

are forced to stay in the semi-developed slums. The rates 

of both land and housing being very high in the rest of the 

city, these people, for a lesser amount of money, could 

afford to buy more land and cheaper housing facilities in a 

slum like 'Habeeb Fatima Nag~r'. 

As Lax•ana Chari (54) a Class IV government employee, 

expressed "the plots in the city are very costly which a 

middle class man like me cannot afford to purchase. This 

plot of 150 sq. yards I have bought here· for Rs.250/- per 

sq.yd. the same amount of land at 'Narayana Guda' (a middle 

Class residential colony) where I had earlier rented a house 

the value of the land was more than Rs.l,OOO/- per sq yd." 

The same was the opinion of many othe~s who felt that 

land was very costly in other parts of the city whereas at 

Habeeb Fatima Nagar, it was cheap and affordable. 

M. Sreeram (66} who had retired from IDPL says "when I 

retired from service, I received Rs.50,000/- as a part of my 

Provident Fund from the Company. With that money I could not 

have afforded to buy a land or build a house in any of the 

other residential areas. This is the reason why J chose 
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'Habeeb Fatima Nagar', because i could purchase the plot and 

build a house within Rs.60,000/- without taking any loan 

from outside." 

N. Satyanarayana (60) also a·retired employee from the 

postal service agrees with Sreeram and says "I had only 

Rs.60,000/- when I retired and with this money my choices 

were limited. I could either move 25 - 30 Kms away from the 

ma.in city or live in a slum within the city limits. The 

advantages of living in the slum is that I get access to 

facilities like water, electricity, milk. But living in a 

slum has its own problems. My f~mily does not like livir.g 

here beca\Jse the residents of this slum are not decent 

people. But if we decide to live in a good 1 DC a 1 i t y ~-JE 

.,..1ould 
/ 

have to pay Rs. 2,000/- just towards rent • 

have no alter-native·, we are forced to stay here." 

A number .of plots were allotted to the economically 

wea~er sections when the Society was formed in 1978. The 

extent to which the scheme has benefited the weaker sections 

can be assessed from Bhumayya's (who is now in his sixties), 

He recalls "I was paying Rs.70/- per month as rent for one 

room in 'Begumpet' But due to my poor financial position, 

it was very difficult for us to survive and also pay the 

rent. A friend advised me to build my own house at Habeeb 

Fatima Nagar where the land was being sold to the weaker 

sections for Rs.300/- per plot (65 sq yds), Thereby I C01..dd 

save the monthly rent. Initially we built a hut and .:dter 

five years we were able to build one room". 
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Houses of these residents stand out in the slum. 

are built of brick and cement~ tastefully white-washed and 

painted. very well ventilated and well-planned. The 

are made of either tiled stones or polished black 

floors 

stone 

slabs. Except for 8/. of the families, all the others have 

two-four rooms. A section of the houses (33/.) even have a 

staircase leading to the terrace. 

A major 

shortage of 

problem faced by these residents is that of 

water-, but almost all these families could 

afford to build a oermanent ~ement tank in ·their courtyards 

fo~ conservation of water. A couple of well-off families 

could even afford to dig bore-wells to tap underground 

vJater. 

EDUCATION: The level of education of the earning members of 

Category D varied from illiterates to graduates. There was 

one exceptional case where the earning member was a Doctor. 

29/. we~e illiterates; 46/. have done their schooling till Xth 

standard and 25/. completed their graduation. 

The nature of occupation of these people reflected to a 

large extent their level of education. For e.g. those who 

are carpenters, shop owners, and people like A. Bhumayya, M. 

Sreeram who worked as peons and office attendants were 

illiterate. On the other hand, people like Laxmana Chari 

and D. Suguna Rao, who were working as storekeepers, 

wiremen, and the other Class IV employees in Govt. 
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organizations or in private sector had studied till 10th 

class. And those working in higher posts such as Accour.ts' 

Supervisor and Head Post Master (Retd) like B. Satyanarayana 

and N.Satyanarayana had completed their graduation. 

Educated or ~neducated, the people were aware of the 

necessity and importance of education as a survival 

in the present world. This awareness has made them 

ambitious about their children's future both the sons and 

daughters. The emphasis is tc provide regular schooling (in 

English medium schools) and ~t the same time providing them 

private tuitions for extra attentibn. 

B. Satyanarayana works as an Accounts Supervisor 1n a 

State Gaverr1men": off ice and iias three sons. It is his dream 
\ 

to make one son a ·doctor' ana another son an 'Engineer'. 

He wanted to provide them with a secure and better future. 

He also feels that if his children do exceptionally well in 

studies, it would enhance his status among his relatives and 

friends. Hence, Satyanarayana paid a dona.tion of 

Rs.30.000/- for an admission for his,eldest son, when he 

could not get a rank in the State Entrance E~amination. Now 

his eldest son is in Maharashtra studying to become 

Homeopathy Doctor. Satyanarayana sends Rs.10,000/- yearly 

for meeting other expenditure, "We face the problem of 

paying such an amount, but somehow we do manage to put 

things together by borrowing the money, doing overtime etc. 

We have only very simple feed consisting of dal, rice, 

chapati and we never go out fc,r movies •" 
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Not every one is lucky enough to have the ba=king of a 

regular income. Howeve~. even those who were ill~terate and 

who have had to struggle very hard to earn a dec~nt l i ._, ing 

made an effort to give as much education as pcssible to 

their children. 

For e.g. M. Sreeram (66) for whom maintainin; a family 

in the city was an expensive affair, left his fam:ly in his 

native 'Village, Nalgonda, while he worked in Hyderabad. He 

remitted his income to his family in 'Nalgonda' which paid 

for .. the education of three sons and f--. -~ buving 

agricultural land in the village. Education be.ond Class 

Xth, however, was a luxury which Sreeram could -ot afford 

for his sons. He says "higher education means mo~e college 

fees, money required for books and dresses1• 

Matriculation is necessary for a job which would help them 

to earn a living and get settled. I had other 

responsibilities of the family to attend to. ft is not 

possible for every CH'1e to become Class I officers"·. Today 

his children work as Class IV employees in a private 

organisation. 

Another interesting case is that of A~ Bhumayya (in 

his mid sixties). Even though it was very dif~icult for 

them to make both ends meet, Bhumayya tried his :evel best 

to educate his three children. "We ate only once a day, to 

educate them. But economic hardships forced our :on to quit 

education after Class VItM. He too~ up a job as a Helper in 
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the same company where I was working". However, he could 

provide education to his two younger d~ughters (one stopped 

education after 9th standard while the other is studying in 

Xth standard in Telugu medium}. He says "Recently for the 

admission of my grand da~ghter (son~s daughter) in a private 

english medium school, I paid Rs. 3~000 donation." 

The main purpose of education for the people of 

Ca tegor'; , D' was_to get better employment than ~·1ha t was 

available to them at present. As A. Bhumayya (65) says. 

"being educated is better than being illiterate and employed 

as a labourer-." 

M. Sreer-am (66) has this to say "education is needed 

for getting some job (any Class III/IV) Jobs and it is not 

imperati~e everybody become a Class I Officer. If vou can 

make a decent living and sustain yourself; that is more than 
' 

enough". 

FOOD: As incomes of the category 'D' are higher than those 

of other categories, they are in a position to afford more 

quality food. They eat three times a day and the food 

consists of rice, chapati, dal, vegetable and curd. Nearly 

60% of their earnings is spent on food. There is no 

discrimination as regards eating patterns and 

family eats together. None of the families suffer from any 

nutritional deficiency or disorders. Milk consumption is 

very less and is limited only to tea and curd (where more 

water~= added so that it is sufficient for everybody;. 
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CONSUMER GOODS: Aft~r their basic necessities haVe been 

met, the surplus money is used to purchase items which 

would enhance their social status. Almost all the families 

own a T.V. (i.e. 80%) of them have Black & White TV), radio, 

ceiling fans, two-in-one and other consumer durables; which 

are not treated as luxury items but have become part and 

parcel of their daily life. They consider possession of 

gold jewellery, colour To . ' a petrol driven vehicle, 

telephone, refrigerator and other consumer durables as an 

indicator of an individual or family's social stat~s. 

B~ Satyanarayana (55) who owns a Luna~ and a Black and 

l.Jhite Television, says "For the time being I do not want to 

purchase a scooter as the Luna that I have is sufficient; 

but I would definitely like to have a telephone connection 

in my house which I feel is a social status symbol. In this 

slum, none of the families have a t'elephone connection." 

D. Suguna Rao (55) who owns a two~in-one and a B and W 

television says "Both my sons are demandi8Q for scooters as 

their colleagues possess one. Even they want to go to work 

on a scooter. Similarly my wife is demanding a beautiful 

sofa-set. I have not purchased it yet, as the room we are 

living in is very small. 

B. Ranga Naik (40) is among the very few who possess a 

colour T.,V. "When we were staying in a rented house, the 

owner had a colour T.V. We were very much accustomed to 

watching pictures on ~olour that when we decided to purchase 
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a T.V. we preferred a colour T.V. for which I had to take 

loan a from the company (for Rs.12,000/-). 

A. Bhumayya utilised every installment of bonus that 

was gi 'lEn by the Company towards purchasing consumer 

durab1es like Television, Tape Recorder and furniture 

the house. "Without these things, nobody wi 11 give yO>J any 

respect. It 1 ook s nice to have these things in the house. " 

PRIORITIES: Dreams, aspirations and desires can onlv be 

/ 
fulfilled by a proper management of financial resources and 

rearranging priorities in lif~. The people in this category 

work, save, plan and are in a position to fulfill their 

immediate demands, whether to give a good education to their 

children or constructing an extra room, digging a 

or arranging dowries for their daughters. 

For e.g .. B. Ranga Na.ik "The hou.se I am staying i;-:, has 

one room. Till this day, I did not give ·priority to build 

another room as my children were ~ery small. 

grown up. My son is 14 years and daughter is 12 years and I 

have to give top priority to .. build another room which ~~ill 

cost me Rs.15,000/-. I would like to save some money so 

that I can give them good education in future when the time 

comes. I do not want finance to be a hindrance to them in 

pursuing any course in the future or 

tuition if the need arises." 

Similar priority is shared by D. Suguna Rao who stays 
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in a one room house. "This room is too small for a family 

of six. I wanted to build an extra room but two years ago I 

got my eldest daughter married and I have not cleared the 

debt of Rs.lO,OOO/- which was borrowed for her marriage. I 

have another daughter to be m~~ried. But since both my sons 

are earning now, I would go in for a loan and build another 

room". 

For- Laxmana Chari (54) and A. Bhumayya~ it was more 

important for them to arrange adequate 'dowry· 

their daughters married. The dowry ·being 

Rs.50,000/- in cash, or a plot and a scooter. 

borrow and repay the loan through 'chitti·. 

for getting 

demanded was 

They plan to 

N. Satyanarayana ·possesses a T.V and a Scooter. He 

stays in a very beautiful house ~onsisting of four rooms. 

~The water problem in this locality is very severe. We 

purchase water from the other lane. It will not seem nice 

when we are running after the 'water tanker· or carrying 

water from other place. 

bore-well in my compound. 

If I have money, I plan 

I am saving money now. 

to dig 

It will 

cost me Rs.15~000/-. Since all my children are settled and 

I have this hbuse, I do not have any other liabilities. 

HEALTH: Most of the families are well off and can afford 

visits to a private doctor when the need arises. B. Rang a 

Naik (40) says "when our son had malaria last year, we took 

him to a private hospital which cost us Rs.l,OOO/-. The 

~>'lhol e course of medicine was taken". 
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t1. Sreeram, a retired Class IIJ employee, has this to say 

"when I was in service, I had to undergo Appendicitis 

operation. The whole cost was borne by the E.S.I. Now 

have the problem of cataract of the eye. The operation will 

cost me Ps.2,000/- .Presently I do not have this much money~ 

so I have postponed it to neY.t year". 

Being regular income earners whose employment is 

stable, these families are in a position to afford medical 

leave without any loss of pay and can avail the services of 

the government hospitals ~or serious ailments, which would 

otherwisP have cost them more, had the treatment taken 

private 
• 

B. Satyanarayana says "I maintain good health. Many 

years ago I had the problem of fits and the doctor 

me to take complete rest. I took medical leave for one week 

without any fear of loss of pay". 

A. Bhumayya is a worker in Allv1yn. His wife· is a B.P. 

Patient and also has heart problem. They take medicines and 

go for regular check up to E.S.I. Hospital. 

CASE REPORT (501 - 1000) 

Laxmana Chari .(54), works as a store keeper at the 

Endowments Department of the State Government, earning 

Rs.2,500/- per month. They belong to the Brahmin Comm~nity. 

The family consists of his wife, t~o sons. a daughter and a 

I 

daughter-in-law. The eldest son is a 'pujari', ear-ning 
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Rs.1,000/- per month having failed in his class X 

examinations. He is also married. The second son and his 

daughter are studying in Xth standard. Both the children 

are studying in a private school, so the fees are Rs.60/-

each, plus a private tuition fee of Rs.50/- for each of 

them. 

Earlier they were staying a~ 'Narayana Guda' in a two 

room rented house (for Rs.150/-). With his brother's help 

they bought this plot. At first two rooms were built and 

later when they could affo~d it, two more rooms were added. 

No loans were ta~en for this, but it was built with their 

savings. Even for marriage of his elder daughter he did not 

take any loan. 

Chari hails from Karimnagar. He studied ti 11 10th 

class in a Government school. The family by profession are 

"pujaris". He came to Hyderabad at the age of 23 years as 

a "cook" at an officer· s house. They did not come here ~-lith 

any dream'!> to survive and have a earning job was thetr 

only intention as the earnings in the village were 

insufficient due to the less number of families staying 

there. (The pujaris have to depend on one another's 

charity). Moreover, he says, 

would come once in 15 years. 

his share of temple headship 

Hence, he sold the hous-e at 

the village and migrated to Hyderabad, 30-40 years ago. In 

'Habeeb Fatima Wagar' he has been stay1ng for more than 12 

year-s. 
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The present job was provided to him by the same officer 
\ 

for whom he used to work as a "cook". At first he joined as 

a clerk and is now a storekeeper. Chari says that," to feed 

a family of six 'just on one's salary' i~ not possible; you 

have to engage yourself in other things". For that, he 

worked as a pujari, doing pujas, ceremonies at temples and 

at qther residence<;;, he a 1 so ~..aorked as a "cook" at functions 

and ceremonies. He smiles and says that during marriage 

season, he always used to take leave from the office or 

attend the functions in the morning and join duty in the 

afternoon or attend them after office hours. His priority 

was always to earn extra income as the job he had was 

permanent. He grabbed opportunities to earn extra money in 

whatever way possible. 

The family never had the problem of sleeping on an 

empty stomach as food, money and clothes were given to him 

by families for whom he provided his services as a 'pujari'. 

Hence, he could save the office income, which he utilised 

for building the house and getting his eldest daughter 

married. 

CONSUHPTION PATTERN: They buy rice 100 kg quantity for- 3 

months, and dal 50 Kg for the whole year, at a time. Hence 

the stock is always there. They sometimes face the problem 

of buying vegetables when they are costly. But they buy 1/2 

litre milk (daily). 
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Chari says there has been no change in lifestyle for 

the past 10 - 15 years. Though earlier his salary was low, 

the prices also were low. Now the salary is increased and 

so also the prices (especially rice). When asked, how he 

bought T.V. , Sewing Machine, Fan, radio, he replies "so 

what, everybody has all these things now". The T.V. was 

bought on installments for .Rs.,4,000/- on insistence of his 

children and to avoid boredom. The sewing machine was 

bought , to stitch blouses and petticoats as the tailoring 

charges were very high. They do not have any intention of 

buying a-Luna. J:ie., says," I a·m going to retire very soon and 

my son is working-as a 'pujari' near by, at the Basti, 

there is no need for it as of now, 

unnecessary. 

in fact it 

so 

is 

His family never had any serious health problems. For 

minor ailments like fever, cough, stomach pain etc., 

visited ·the private clinic. 

they 

Now his only aim is to find a suitable match for his 

daughter but is slightly worried as the 'dowry' being asked 

is Rs. 50,000/-; still he is happy and says he has done his 

duty of providing education to his children and will somehow 

get his youngest daughter married as his elder son is also 

employed. 
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CHAPTER V 

THE CHALLENGE OF SURVIVAL 



We have examined the different categories in details in 

the previous chapter. In this chapter we attempt to loo~ at 

the variations within these categories. We attempt to 

understand the nature of stratification and the implications 

of these stratifications in the lives of slum dwellers. The 

various aspects that we examined are stratification and its 

relation·ship with occupation. We also examine its 

impli~ations for housing, possession of luxury 

illnes~ ~atterns. We then examine certain major 

change. 

items and 

trends of 

The ~leavage in the society has been depicted as the 

have and have nots, as rural-urban divide; and the rich-poor 

of the cities and the villages are obvious. However, such 

simplifications do not reflect the deeper stratifications 

that exists. Even the urban poor, dwelling in the slums, 

have various sections ranging from utterly sub human and 

deprived state to, those who comprise the lot of better-off. 

The latter are in a position to partially ful t i11 their 

necessities and desires. 

One of the primary findings of this study is the 

nature of stratification that exist within a complex nature 

of slum. Even in poverty there exists a range, and our 

study brings it out clearly. 

The differences between the various strata within the 

poor slum is reflected in the spheres of living conditions, 

housing, food consumption pattern, education, possession of 
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luxury items, health, priorities, aspirations and dreams 

people have fo~ future. 

Within the slum there was a section that 

uneducated and had acquired no skill. These were the 

labourers, the vendors, the rickshaw pullers, the 

domestic serva~t~ and the loader's (HamaliJ in the markets 

and. shops. Coe.xis_ting alongside were those "''ho have acquired 

some skill or vocational training and were working in the 

service sector ~n the industries, and employed in the 

.rungs of private and government jobs as electricians, 

plumbers, mechanics, operators, clerks, 

linesmen. 

accountants, and 

The basis of ztr&tifications that we used in the 

Habeeb Fatima Nagar slum was their total monthly income. We 

weaved into t.his two other aspects: ( a ) occupational 

differences (b) the nature of contribution of other members 

in the total earQings of the family. These have been looked 

at in relation with each other. Within the economic category 

are also examined housing and luxury items. 

This study reflects the variations in the four 

different economic categories earmarked as A 

income), B (P.C.I. less than 200) C, (P.C.I. 

(non-regular 

201-500), D 

(P.C.I. 501-1000). The degrees of variations in the economic 

sphere of lives of the people belonging to these different 

categories is observable. 
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Vc1riations in 'Total f1onthly Earnings' ot Households 
in each Socio-Economic Category 

Category A consists of households who do not have a 

regular source of income. Their earnings are on daily basis. 

The daily income of households in this category ranges 

between Rs. il to Rs. 70 Q..g_L_ day, a·nd nothing on days when 

they do not have any employment. In Category B the monthly 

income ot households ranged between Rs. 250 to Rs.15QO. 

Category C comprises of households who had total monthly 

income ranging between ~ 900 to Rs.2500. The monthly 

income of households in category 'D' ranges between Rs. 1500 

Thus we find that a wide variation ·exists in their 

minimum and maximum earnings. 

Occupationel Differences 

The occupations followed by the head of the households 

also reflects some variations which can be shown in Table 

No. 5. 

(Table to follow) 
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Table :5 

Occupational Distribution Across the Heads of 
Households in Each Economic Category 

-~----~------------------------------------------------------------. 

Occupation 
of Head of 
the house
hold 

Categories 
(Total no.s) 
A 8 C D 

f. Distribution 
(row-wise) 

A B C D 

f. Distribution 
(column-wise) 

A 8 C D 

1. Govt. 
Employees 8 18 10 22 50 28 11 46 42 
T= 36 (18/.) 

2. Regular 
Industrial 20 11 5 . 56 30 14 29 28 21 
Wor"'ers 

~ 

T= 36 (18/.) 
3. seif-Empl_ored 

T= 12 (61%. 66 39 8 8 54 32 7 7 100 56 21 33 

4, Retired 
T= 6 2 2 1 50 33 17 4 5 4 

-~-----------------------------------------------------------------
Total = 198 66 69 39 24 100 100 100 100 
-------------------------------------------------------------------
T= Total Number of Households in Each Socio-Economic Category). 
Self employed = Tailor, painters• carpenter, me~hanicJ plumbers, 
driver, artisans, shop owners, electrician 7 a..hol {he. clcidj uJa3e-C2D.Ynexs, 

When we ~oak ~t the Table-5, we notice that among the 

four types of occupations; government employees (all 

belonging to class III and IV) and regular industrial 

worKers were equal in numbers (36 each) constituting 18% 

each. The self-employed are the highest in number (121) and 

constitute 61% of the total employed perso~s. 

In the 'self-employed group', the table shows an 

inverse relationship between the level of the income groups

and the number of employed. As we move from category A 

towards category D, the number of self-employed workers 

decreases from 54% to 7/.. They represent highest proportion 

in the low income categories of A and B. In both the 

categories A and B 'self employed' constitute 86'1. of the 

total. From Table No.5 it can also be seen that the 

maximum number of households that are well represented in 

all per capita income categories are the 'Regular Industrial 

Workers' and 'Self-employed Groups. This shows the range of 

income in the industrial sector. 
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When we compare these two occupational groups, we find 

that the 'self employed' are more in number than the 

'regular industrial workers' in economic categories A,B, and 

D. ·They are the highest (61/.) in our study population and 

they are also maximum (86/.) in the lowest income categories 

of A and B. But the regular workers who are employed in the 

industries are relatively much more secure than those who 

are self-employed as the later category have their own petty 

business with no income securities. 

The Nature of Contribution of other Members in the Total 
~nings 

.The contribution of other members in the households 

towards the total family ea~nings is also v~ried. 

In category 'A' they contribute Rs. 100 ~ 150 per 

month. The wife's contribution is in the form of wages as 

labourers, maidservants or undertakes embroidery and 

repairing or mending clothes (by which she earns Rs. 2-3 per 

day). The contribution of son is through being an apprentice 

under 

driver. 

a carpenter, painter or mason or as a auto-rickshaw 

In the category 8 they contribute ~ 150-200 per 

month. The wife and the daughters do not go out to wor~. 

They stay at home and usually take up tailoring job. The 

sons in this category also work as apprentice; mechanic, 

plumbers, at vehicle repair shops or work under a mason or a 

painter. 

It was seen that in the category 'C' besides the main 

earner, the grown-up male members of the family lH·.e the 

younger brother or the son were engaged as a mason, 

mechanic, electrician, managed a pan shop or a chicken shop. 

The wife contributed by wor~ing as a tailor or class IV 

employee in government services (peon, sweepers etc.). The 

daughter would be engaged as a school teacher in primary 

schools liKe 'Balwadi'. These members v1ere ab 1 e to e.:t r-n Rs. 

250 to Rs. 700/- per month thus adding to the family income. 
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The 'other members' contrl.buting towards family 

earnings in the category'D' are working as class III and IV 

employees in private or government sector. The wife is 

employed as teacher, tailor or is in government services as 

class IV employees. They earn Rs S00-1500 per 

(approximately}. 

month 

The Stratification creates differential in many other 

areas such as possession of luxury items and also in areas 

such as priorities and values. In the following sections we 

examine these. 

!-lousing Differentials were observed in the number of 

households in different categories sharing the number of 

rooms. This is shown in Table 6. 

Table 6 

Number of Family Members in a Household. Sharing the 
Number of Rooms 

----------------~------------------------------------------------~----
Category Hut like 1 Room 2 Rooms 

dwelling struc- struc-
ture ture 

3 Rooms 
struc
ture 

4 Rooms 
struc
ture 

5 Rooms 6 Rooms 
struc- struc-
ture ture 

------------------------------------------~~------------~--~-~--~-----

A T=4 T=24 T=27 T=9 T=2 
T=66 7.=6 %=36.3 7.=40.9 7.-13.6 ~=3 

R=(4-5) R=(4-9) R=(5-12) R=(5-8) R=(7-8) 
AV=4.2 AV=6.6 AV=6.2 AV=7.0 AV=7.5 

B T=2 T=15 T=29 T=-15 T=7 T=! 
T=69 =2.8 7.=21.7 'Y..=42 7.=21.7 7.=10.1 %=1.4 

R=8 R=(3-8) R=(.3-13} R=-(4-14) R=(2-12) R=10 
AV=8 AV=5.6 AV=6.2 AIJ=7.4 AV=7.5 AV=!O 

c T=4 T=13 T=12 T=6 T=2 T=2 
T=39 =10.2 Y-=33.3 7.=30.7 7.=15.3' 7.=5.1 '7.=5.1 

R=(4-7) R=(2-9) R=C2-8) R==(3-7) R=7 R=5 
AV=5.5 AV=5.5 0,1}:.:..5 .1 AV=4.6 AV=7 AV=5 

D T=2 T=3 T=10 T=7 T=-2 
T=24 =8.3 7.=12.5 Y-=41.6 7.=29.1 7.=8.3 

R=(2-5} R=(2-6) R=(2-5) R=(2-6) R=(3-7) 
AV=3.5 AV=4.3 AV=4.4 AV=4.2 AV=4.5 

Total T=6 T=45 T=72 T=46 T=22 T=5 -T=2 
=198 /.=3 /.=22.7 /.=36.3 /.=23.2 /.=11.1 '1.=2.5 /.=1 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
T= Total no. of households (i.e. in each category/within a category). 
%= fercentage of households within a category. 
R= Range i.e. no. of family members 
AV=Average no. of family members in each category. 
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Table 6 shows the difference in the family size in the 

different economic categories. Category B had the highest 

range where the range (i.e. number of family members) was 

found between 2-12. In categories A and C the range existed 

between 2-9. In category D, it was found to be less, i.e. 

between 2-6. It can be seen from the table that with the 

increase in income. the percentage of households residing in 

more rooms also increases. When we look at 3 rooms 

structure, we notice that in category A, only 13.6% of 

households reside in it. But as the income category 

increases, the number of hou6eholds sharing it also 

increases.· In category B, it increases to 21.7% and in 

category C it further increases to 30.7%. In category D it 

is the highest i.e. 41.6%. Similar trend is observable in 

households residing in 4 and 5 rooms structures. 

Luxury: The distribution of luxury items in various 

categories can be shown in Table no.7. 

Table 7 
Distribution of Luxury Items in different categories 

Category Nothing Cycle Radio Fan T.V. Petrol 
driven 
vehicle 

Sewing Others 
machine 

____________________________ _:_~~-----~~-·--: __ , __________ ...; ________________ _ 
A 

T=66 

B 
T=69 

c 
T-39 

D 
T=24 

Total= 
198 

28 
%=42.4 

18 
%=26 

2 
%=5. 1 

1 
%=4.1 

49 
1.=24.7 

17 11 15 18 
1.=25.7 %=16.6 1.=22.7 1.=27.2 

24 13 31 29 
%=34.7 %18.8 %=44.9 %=42 

10 20 35 33 
%25.6 %51.2 %=89.7 %=84.6 

8 20 22 20 
1.=33.3 %=83.3 %=91.6 /.=83.3 

59 64 103 100 
%=29.7 %=32.3 %=52 /.=50. 5 

Others= Tape recorder, Air Cooler. 

T = Total households in each category. 

I. =Percentage out of total in each category. 
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1, 
%=f.4 

4 
/..=10.2 

4 
/.=16.6 

9 
%=4.5 

10 
%=14.4 

7 
/.17.9 

2 
/.=8. 3 

19 
/.=9. 5 

1 
1.=1.4 

2 
%5.1 

1 
/.=4.1 

4 
1.=2. 0 



When we look at the distribution of luxury item in 

various categories, we find that Category A which is the 

poorest, have the maximum percentage of households who do 

not possess anything (42.4%). 

The common modes of entertainment found were T.V. and 

Radio. In -all the categories, percentage of people owing 

T.V. is more • The interest~ng thing to observe is that 

people in Category A, despite their poverty, have given much 

importance to 

T.V. set. 

possession af T.V. as 27.2% families own a 

For comfort, fan and radio were common. As expected, 

possession of fan and radio within the categories is 

proportionately high in the well off i.e. ~n Category D. 

The common mode of conveyance found were cycle 

vehicles. As expected only the better petrol driven 

i.e. Category D, had more number of households (16.6%) 

and 

off, 

who 

possess petrol driven vehicle. The distribution of cycles 

shows that in Category A, the percentage of households who 

possess cycle (25.7%) are ~imilar to other categories 

putting them in par with the well off. 

thus 

14.4% in category B and 17.9% in Category C had sewing 

machines which helped women in increasing these 

incomes. 
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Survival Choice for the Poor 

During the indepth study it was found that majority of 

the slum dwellers were migrants with rural background. There 

were few cases wherein the slum dwellers were residents of 

Hyderabad. (A migrant is defined in this study as one who 

was not born and brought up in Hyderabad city, but has been 

~esiding in Hyde~ab~d/slum at the time of the survey. All 

' those born in Hyderabad city were considered as residents). 

Maj?rity. of the migrants wer~ !·. · '· ;, from Andhra Pradesh 

with rural background specially from adjoining places lil'-.e 

· Medak' , 'Sangareddy' ~ 'Zaheerabad' etc. A few were from 

other district headquerters toa. It has also been observed 

that migr~nts were not only from Andhra Pradesn, but from 

neighbouring states like Karnataka (Hubli, Bangalore, 

Bidar). Maharashtra (Osmanabad, Latur, Nanded, Nasik) and 

Tamil Nadu (Madras). 

Majority of the slum dwellers migrated to Hyderabad 

f!!ainly for the 'economic reasons' • These migrants, in 

villages were engaged in traditional occupation 

'agriculture'. They had either small agricLil tural holdings 

of 4-5 acres or they worked as labourers in agricultural 

fields. Few of them were engaged in traditional occupations 

like carpentry, weaving, artisans, or as temple priests. 

These families had decided to leave their village as 

the life became too diffi~ult for them in village due to 
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failure of monsoons or meagre earnings from infertile land, 

or they were the landless who could not find employment. 

Fami.lies following occupations other than agriculture, too 

had di f f i.cul ty in ma~ing a living as the earnings were 

meagre. 

There were cases where people migrated for better 

employment opportunities as unemployment was more rampant in 

villag~s. Artisans, agricultural labourers, weavers, 

carpenters faced the problem of unemployment due to 

Q.estruction of their Qccupations or modernisation of 

-t-echnology which changed le,bour requirements. 

The other reasons given by the families were quarrels 

with their other family members in villages. These families 

were staying in a joint family system and had disputes over 

the property issues. A few cases were also observed where in 

government employees came and settled in Hyderabad when they 

got promotion and were transferred from district 

headquarters. 

.. 
The families migrated Hyderabad with the help of 

relatives or friends who helped them in getting jobs. But 

most of the families migrated Hyderabad without any 

linkages. They either stayed in rented house and when could 

not afford were forced to squatter on pavements. 

These migrants were the poorest or not so well off in 

their villages. And in this slum also, they are amongst the 

poorest sections for whom food, clothing and fulfilling 
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other responsibilities is a problem. When they came to 

Hyder a bad they had no desires or aspirations. To get some 

job and subsist were their main intentions. 

The cost of living in city is very high which is beyond 

these people's reach. Hence the survival choice of tt-.ese 

peopl~. ~r~_ye~y ~imited. With no help from any quartErs, 

they are forced to in tr.ubhuman conditions. 

Nev~_rth_eless they prefer city than a village as they t-now 

that v~ll~ge does not ensure even their survival. In 

villages,. the pr~blems of hunger ~nd debts constantly grip 

them. The main reason given by the families for residing in 

the slum were their non affordability of payment of rents in 

the cities (Rs. 30-40). These families due to non-payment of 

rents were forced to sh..i. f\: ir, <:~ place like Habeeb Fatima 

Nagar. Which was devoid of any basic amenities l H.e 

electricity, water~ roads, sanitation, etc. In the beginGing 

of their stay they built a hut like structure and ne~rly 

after 5-7 years of their stay, could th~y afford to builc a 

room by borrowing, or by selling whatever little property 

they had in village or their wife's jewellery. Many of ':hem 

took up odd jobs and overtime wori', and bt forgoing one rr•eal, 

only then could they afford to build their house. S~ill 

these people are burdened with repayment of loans. Cate-;Jory 

A and B, the poorest in this slum, are still in the grio of 

poverty and hunger. 
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Priorities in the Lives of Slua Dwellers 

The households in this slum have priorities ranging 

from. meeting elementary demands like food and clothing to 

things like purchasing scoot~r or getting a telephone 

connection .in their house. Their priorities range from 

providing education to children and meeting their social 

respons~bilities like getting their daughters married, and 

clearing of old debts and the like. 

The variations in priorities of each category is 

noticeable and is given as under.· 

Category A consists of daily wage earnings tor whom 

acquiring two square meals is a difficult thing. These 

peo~~e gave top priority to food and clothi~g. They are very 

much aware that for meeting demands, money is the main 

factor. They do not dream of competing with others or of 

providing good education to their children. However, there 

is also a great need for clearing old debts which have 

accumulated over the years taken for construction of 

house or for the marriage of their daughters. 

their 

If money be given, they would like to construct an 

extra room, or purchase an auto rickshaw which will help 

them in supplementing their meagre earnings. Children's 

education does not feature in their priority list. At best 

they give importance to elementary literacy not to proper 

education. A common aspiration relates to dreaming about a 

smooth life, devoid of the hassles, big and small that these 
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people face in their everyday lives. 

Category'S' The economic condition of the households in 

category 'B' is more or less similar to that of category A. 

They have low earnings but more members to be fed. Even 

their priorities are similar to those in category A, i.e. , 

food (acquired ~ithout any difficulty) and c 1 othing. Some 

households have c::ssigned a pr-ior-ity to the cor.s tr-ue tion of 

an ext~a r-oom, or to open a shop or purchase an auto for 

earning the ~xtra income. Education is given importance at 
~ 

; ' .par with the demand of con~truction of an extr-a room. They 

-know that providing education is difficult given their 

economic conditions. Nevertheless they prefer giving 

education till Xth standard. But still, the desire to have 

their children contributing into ear-nings is urgently felt. 

Category ·c· is a little better off than the previous 

two categories. It has been noticed that these households 

are in a position to afford better food, but they ~onsume a 

simple food consisting dal and cur-ry. As far as education is 

concerned, they prefer providing education till st~ndard 

Xth. But preference is given for providing their children 

(both girls and boys) some vocational training like typing; 

tailoring., which will help their children in pursuing job in 

future. 

Equal importance has been given to possess1on of T.v .• 
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scooter or any petrol driven vehicle for maintaining social 

status among friends and relatives. Clearing off their 

debts, getting their daughter married is the third segment 

of the priority list. 

Ca tego,.-~ . · D · had given importance for education of 

their children (both, sons and daughters). -rhe households 

in thi$ c~tegory prefer to provide an education beyond 

matric1.,1lation, 

future. 

which will help in shaping their children's 

Equal importance has been given for luxury items like 

T.V., petrol driven vehicl~. They desire for possession of 

things which would enhance their social status, like gold, 

telephone connection. 

Health in Priorities 

People have given importance to health only after -food 

and educatiori of their children. But in practice, people 

have given priority to consumer goods, at the cost of food 

and health. A doctor is approached only when the case gets 

serious, or the person is unable to bear the pain. 

(Table to follow) 
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Table B 

Disease Affliction Since Past Three Years 

CATEGORIES 
------------------------------------------------------------
Disease A (%) B (/.) c (%) D ('l.) Total 
------------------------------------------------------------
Malar-ia 4 7 3 3 17 

(23.5) (41.1) (17.6) (17.6) 

Measles 30 36 22 18 106 
(28.3) (33.9) (20.7) (16.9j 

.._Skin Diseases 
(infection, boils, 
r-asheg) 6 5 

(46.1) (38.4) 
2 
(15.3) 

Fever 10 9 10 
(bedr-idden for- (28.~) "(25.7J (28.5) 
more than 5 days) 

Wor-ms in Stool 

Respirator-y 
diseases 
(cold9 cough 
with chest and 
body pain) 

Jaundice 

Typhoid 

Polio 

T.B. 

Oth~r-s * 
(Heart pr-oblem 
eye infection, 
Appendicitis) 

Total 

9 11 
(29.0) (35.4) 

4 2 
(44.4) (22.2j 

3 
(60) 

1 
(12.5) 

2 
{100) 

1 
(20) 

1 
(50) 

2 
{25) 

Total = No. of cases per disease. 

7 
(22.5) 

2 
(22.2) 

1 
(100) 

1 
~20) 

1 
(12.5) 

I. =Per-centage affected out of total. 

6 
(17.1) 

4 
(12.9) 

1 
(11.1) 

1 
(50) 

4 
(50) 

13 

35 

31 

9 

1 

2 

2 

8 

229 

Per-haps it was this pr-essur-e of the mor-e pr-essing 

demands for- sur-vival which make their- health needs less 
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visible. In the data on illness in the past three years, the 

people could remember, we found a tot.:d 229 cai>es of 

illnesses. This gives only a rough picture of the health 

problems and perceptions.• 

The interesting thing to observe is that the distribution 

of all perce~~ed diseases was higher in· the poorest 

categories o~ A and B. The reporte~ diseases ranged from 

Malaria, Measles, Skin diseases, Fever, Worms in Stool, 

Respir~tory diseases, Jaundice~ Typhoid, Polio and T.B. 

For treatment depending on affordability, they 

approach a quack, Hakim (who charges Rs. 5/- per visit and 

gives medicines free of cost). 

Fer skin infections, passing out worms in stools, 

measles, fever, cold, cough (with a chest pain) body aches 

with fever etc., the doctors are not approached until it 

becomes critical 

work. 

or they are unable to carry out a days 

It has been observed that category 'A:. has more faith 

in allopathic doctors. The earning members of category A, 

even for slight fever, approach an allopathic doctor. They 

prefer paying Rs. 10/- for an injection and medicine, than 

letting the problem become acute. The labourer class takes 

treatment at home for body pains and ailments by 

kerosene massage. 

taY.ing 

Whereas category B, C and D, who can afford for health, 
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neglect going to private doctor (until' it is serious). In 

their opinion~ the private doctor cha~ges more~ and gives 

just prescription of medicine. Any deformity in body, skin 

upper respiratory infections, or any problems, etc. are 

neglected by the household of category B and C and to some 

extent by category 0 households. Where as for the same 

illness families in category 'A' wishes if they had money, 

they would want to go far a ,private d0ctor. 

A~ the availability of voluntary organization services 

are erratic in this slum, people are forced to go for 

private doctor; who charges Rs. 10/- per visit. The system 

that exists in this slum shows that the doctors tries to 

exploit the people by giving only an injection and the 

prescription of medicine for which Rs. 10/- are charged for 

ev~ry visit. For treatment of measles, the fees charged are 

Rs. 40-50~ The slum dwellers too believe that an injection 

gives them faster relief. It is mostly the labourer class 

and rickshaw pullers who go to these private practitioners. 

The services of voluntary organization functioning in 

the slum are sought for minor ailments like loose motions, 

cough and fever,or minor accidents. 

As the government health services are not in proximity 

of the slum, people who can avail t~e government services 

are unable to do so (especially the class I I I and IV 

government employees). These dwellers had bad experiences 

like ill treatment met by doctors and the time spent on 
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queues. 

An important finding has been that none of the women 

in any categories have taken any extra measure like eating 

mor·e or taking any nutritious food at the time of pregnancy. 

Most of them were ignorant about these facts. Their poor 

economic conditions has limited the women folk from taking 

any measures for their health. 

It is noticed .that Category 'A' had the highest infant 

deaths. We f6und .10 infan~ deatbs among the 18 households 

of rickshaw pullers and vendors (who are the poorest among 

the lot) whereas in other categories it was found only in 

one or two cases. 

Food Consumption Pattern in Various Categories 

It has beeri observed that in category 'A' which is the 

lowest income category, the maximum earnings of household is 

spent on food (85%). The major food item purchased .is rice. 

The other food items like dal, vegetable, edible oil,_ milk 

etc. are purchased according to the availability of money. 

Where as in category 'B' which is slightly better off 

than category "A', the households expenditure on food is 

75%. 'Dal' consumption is very limited (1/2 kg- 1kQ). 

Importance has been given for purchasing rice of inferior 

quality (20-30 kg} and 'Jawari' which costs less. 

Category ·c·s expenditure on food ranges between 60-70i: 
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of their income. These households can afford to buy milk and 

dal. However they do not purchase it according to the 

required .nutritional level. It was observed that only 1/2 

~itre of milk and 2 kgs of dal are purchase which are 

similar to the consumption pattern of category B. 

It was observed that as the income increases, the 

percentage of income spent on food . does not ·ir..crease 

proportiona~ly. Category D which has the highest per capita 

income among all four categories, spends just 60% bf their 

ear.nings on food._ The milk con:m]inpt ion i:s also 1 imi ted to 

one litre per day. 

A comparison of consunption pattern is given in Table 

No. 9. 

Category 

A 

B 

c 

D 

Table 9 

Food Consumption Pattern of Households in Different 
Categories (~thly( (Average 6-7 Me.bers) 

Rice( Kg) 

40-50 

20-30 

40-50 

60-70 

Da 1 (Kg. ) Edible Oil 
(litre) 

Depends Depends on 
on on 
Earnings Earnings 

1/2 - 1 

2 

4 
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Depends 
on 
Earnings 

2 

4 

Milk Jawari Wh@at 
(litre) (Kg) (Kg) 
Per Day 

Rs. 1 
(Daily) 

1/2 

1/2 

1 

10 

Amour.1 
Spent 

(/.) 

85% 

75/. 

701. 



Whatever be the categories in consideration, it was 

always observed that preference was given to purchase of 

consumer durables rather than raising of the nutritional 

level. Category 'A' which have the lowest income, and cannot 

afford to buy two square meals a day, preferred to buy 

radio, 

items, 

fan, T.V. The families who do not possesses these 

desired for purchasing them. They consider 

possession of such luxury item as an indicator of rise in 

social status or put them at par with the rest of the slum 

dwellers. 

Category C and D who are in a better position, prefers 

for scooter or any petrol driven vehicle, refrigerator, etc. 

to enhance their social status ur put them at par with the 

rest of the city dwellers. 

Nature of Change 

The change in the perspectives, outlook of these slum 

dwellers is perceptible. 

During the interview it was found that people preferred 

cities in comparison to the villages. The women strongly 

favoured staying in the cities. The people in the category A 

and B were of the opinion that living in city is more 

advantageous as children could be provided some education in 

the cities whereas, had they stayed in village their 

children would have remained illiterate and would just be 

employed in traditional occupation agriculture. All of the 

dwellers opined that th• cit1es provide larger scope for 
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vocational training. Thus greater opportunity for securing 

a living is possible in the cities when compared to the 

village. 

The problem of unemployment is more so in the villages 

was the unanimous comment of the people who migrated from 

the vil~ages. In the villages they were employed in 

traditional occupation as an agricultural labourers and were 

always' burdened with debts which were taken for food and 

for dispensing other resp~nsibilities. The debts ~ept on 

mounting an~ clearing the same became impossible. Poverty 

and unemployment forced the people in the category A,B and C 

to leave the villages and come to the cities in search of 

employment or obtaining some job. They did not come with any 

dreams or desire, but obtaining some employment was 

only criteria. 

Another reason given by slum dwellers for 

their 

their 

preferen~e of a c~ty, is the easy and better availability of 

medical facilities. If the child is very ~11 he can be taken 

to a hospital. In cities those facing major health problems 

or those in a critical condition can be rushed to doctor and 

life could be saved. This was not possible in a village. 

Yet another reason given for preference for the cities 

is the glamour oi life styles around the speeding cars and 

the cinema halls, music and stereo-systems, add to creation 

of an atmosphere which they find very attractive. 
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Staying in city they become accustomed to the life 

patterns of city. In one case it was found that a girl who 

was married in the village came back to live with her 

parents in the slum since village life was too monotonous 

and one had to work in the fields and there was no light, 

fan or T.V. These people prefer getting their daughters 

married in the cities even if they have to pay a huge amount 

9~ oowry. ~hey dq_not want the~r children to be in th~ same 

condi t'ion as they faced in the. vi 11 ages before migrating to 

the cities. 

From t~e survey it emerged that the women especially in 

the 'A' and the 'B' categories strongly favoured living in 

the cities.than in Nillages. Life in citi~s they felt i£ far 

' . bette.r -than \-.or~ing in fields under the strong sun and rain 

and leading a life in abject poverty. In the cities they can 

remain at ho~e and take up tailoring and embroidery to 

supplement family income. They do not necessarily have to go 

out t~ work a~d even if they do work as household-maids it 

is better than working in scorching sun in the fields. 

Women in category 'B' and ·c· said that in the villages 

they stayed in joint families and were not expected to go 

out and work. Hence~ in the cities they prefer to stay at 

home, look after the children and do domestic work and take 

up jobs like tailoring and embroidery for which they do not 

have to go out. It was observed that others~ to make an 

earning and for supplementing the family incomes would not 

mind even 1f they have to go out and work. They join low 
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level jobs like that of peon and sweepers. Those who had 

studied till std. Vth wor~ed as teacher in the primary or 

adul_t education schemes for the slums. 

Another 

the groups 

significant· ob~ervation w~s ·that the women in 

'~', 'B ·and 'C' had a very strong desire to 

supp l e"!_en-t: t_f"!e meagre income of ·the fami 1 y by ~mrt-. ing. The'/ 

were of ver~ strong opinion that they should be given some 

training (pref~rably in the 'slum' itself) 

benefit them to work and earn money while staying in the 

slum itself. 

Consumerism : Staying in city, these families are very much 

influenced by their surroundings. To them possession of 

T.V., Radio, Fan, Cycle are a status symbol which would 

enhance their status among fellow being or would put them at 

par with those who possess them. They feel that if their 

fellow friends in slums can afford why cannot they! 

Seeing other s.-lum d~:le llers how they have acquired such 

consumer durables, the others purchase goods on instalment, 

despite the fact that they find very difficult 

of the instalment every month. The money is 

meeting other demands like food, education, 

~n repayment 

required for 

clearing off 

their past debts taken for house construction or for meeting 

any other responsibility. 

It has been noticed that families in B and C category 

despite their innumerous financial problems have gone 

161 



forward and purchased refrigerator 9 scooter and other petrol 

driven vehicle, colour T.V., Tape Recorder, for simple 

reason that possession of such consumer goods enhances their 

social status among relatives, friends ( at their work place 

and in s 1 um ) . 

In category 'A' there are families who do not possess 

.any of.·the-consumer durable like fan, transistor, cycle, but 

have ··given preference only for T.V. despite their poverty. 

They agree that payment of instalment is very difficult for 

~hem nevertheless, they fe~l satisfied and happy that they 

too can possess such a luxury item. "Foregoing food or 

sleeping empty stomach is a common thing with us, but when 

our fellow people can possess, such items~ even we can." 

Consumerism is reflected in other aspect also. At 

marriages urban poor watching their fellow beings in city, 

ask for a grand ·marriage, with beautiful light arrangement. 

During survey it was observed that in marriages, people go 

in for expensive marriages, with beautiful decor·ated 

mandaps, with latest film music being played, feast being 

served on table and chairs (which were brought on rent). 

The dowry demanded is Rs.30,000 or a scooter and a 

plot. The 

everybody 

system that people have in marriages is that 

in th~ family contributes together. It was 

observed that only consumer goods - fan, suitcase, radio, 

T.V., dressing table, etc. are given as a gift for bride. 
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Despite poverty, children of this slum are not required 

to contribute to the family income before the age of 12-15 

years. Only children of very poor family start contributing 

to the total family earnings early. Hence, slum dwellers do 

not prefer their children taking up work. They feel that 

even they will be considered extre~ely poor. So they prefer 

··suffering than send their children for work. 

Occupational Mobility 

In a closed system of village society, not only are 

people's occupational roles limited but are ascribed and 
/ 

embedded in ~in, caste and community. 

The new economic opportunities offered by the city 

pro~ides a wide range of occupational choices rural 

poor which represent a shift from traditional to non-

traditional occupations. 

This has been very much among the slum dwellers of 

Habeeb Fatima Nagar. There has been cansi~erable changes 

from occupation that was followed in village and occupation 

in Hyderabad. In village he may be an agricultural land 

owner, or a temple priest, or unemployed youth, or 

agricultural labourer, or carpenter. But in Hyderabad he 

got an opportunity. to enhance his status by following non-

traditional occupation. He works as a clerk, storekeeper, 

mechanic, attendant driver, electrician skills which he 

starts acquiring. 
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Similarly it was also observed that many high caste 

households heads had taKen to manual work and other low 

status occupations. These households had quarrels with their 

family, and have left village.· When t'hey c·ame to Hyderabad, 

they had nobody whom they knew; neither any skill lrlhi c h 

could have given them opportunity to take up a job. Hence~ 

they have taken up whatever emplciyment opportunities were 

available that of labourer, rickshaw puller, helper in 

offices. Women also had taken up job as a maid servant, 

labourers at constructioA sweepress in private· 

organization etc. 

But it was observed that due to lack of skill 

educational levels, the extremely poor have only been able 

-
to enter low status occupations and social mobility has been 

very limited They work as petty shop owners, 

labourers, vendors, rickshaw ~ullers, unskilled workers in 

industry. However, by availing the opportunity for better 

prospects in a city, they are i~ a position to earn more 

which has made an important difference in their lives. 

Thus more conspicuous is the horizontal social mobility 

among these lowest income groups. The urban situation has 

led to changes from their traditional occupational pattern 

as agricultural labour to a wider network of occupational 

opportunities. 

Although a significant number among them continue to 

pursue traditional occupations (labourers, Artisans, 
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carpenters) they do so for greater profitability and higher 

incomes. On the other hand, a large number among them have 

taken to other occupations which was not possible in the 

village community (rickshaw puller, watchman, peon, painter, 

tailor, electrician etc.) Thus it was observed that 

traditional occupations persisted together ~1ith occupational 

change. 

lhese overall changes have also influenced people's 

health see~ing behaviour. They now depend more on local 

medicai pract~tion~rs and allcpa~hic drugs. This however is 

sought only when their home remedies, diet at control 

and treatment cannot be avoided. 

fail 

_OL~r study demonstrates that the daily struggles of the 

slum dwellers specially the poorest, keeps them preoccupied 

with problems of procuring minimum subsistence such as 

food, shelter, clothing etc. This leaves very little space 

and opportunities to worry about illness. Illness then 

relevant onl~ when it obstructs the processes of their day. 

to day survival strategies. Our study thus shows that for 

the poor health can only be understood as a problem of 

subsistence and survival. 
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The main objective of the study is to explore the 

nature and degree of transition in the lives of the slum 

dwellers over the past ten years and, the place of health in 

their present priorities. To achieve this goal we tried to 

study the nature of stratification that exists within the 

slum; the different priorities,value system in the lives of 

the slum dwellers. The problem they face in achieving 

priorities. 

their 

The study was conducted in Habeeb Fatima Nagar, (part 

of Hyderabad). A variety of such as 

observation, 

inter-views, 

group discussion, case 

tools, 

,-epor-ts, 

interviews with key persons ~nd 

indepth 

detailed 

household schedules were employed to generate qualitative 

and quantitative data. The household schedule 

administered an 200 households. 45 households were studied 

intensively. 

The Main findings of the study are as follows: 

1. In our stratified economic groups of A, B~ C, and D, 

the maximum number- ~68.5%) belongs to the poorest 

eccnamic.: categories of A and B. Category D~ the ~~eli 

off, represents 12% of the total. 

2. The slum dwellers followed varied occupations which 

rc>.nged f .ram unski 11 ed to semi-skilled. In our- study 

population, 61% were self employed (painterss mechanics, 

artisans, carpenters, t.ailors 1 electricians, 

plumbers,shop owners, and daily wage earn~rs). 18% were 

government employees (all belonging to class III and !V) 

and 18X were in industrial sectors as regular workers. 

The retired people represented 67. of the total. 
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The 'Regular Industrial Workers' 

groups were well represented 

and 'Self employed' 

in a1! the four 

economic categories. 

The representation of the 'Self-employed' 

decreases from 54% to 7% as we move from category 

'A' to category ·D.' The representation of the 

industrial workers' is zero in category A. Their 

number decreases, with the increase in per capita 

income. It decreases from 56% to 14% as move from 

category 8 to Category D. 

The representation of government employees in 

category 'A' is zero. 

Occupation mobility is observable among slum dwellers of 

Habeeb Fatima Nagar. Majority of them have deviated 

from pursuing traditional occupation 

weaving, carpentry,temple 

occupations (painters, 

priest) to non 

electricianss 

(agricultur-e, 

t.ra.di tiona 1 

mechanics, clerks, accountants, shopkeeper etc). 

Noticeable changes are observable in the role and 

occupation of women. In villages 

expected to go out and work. But to 

they were not 

the 

meagre earnings of the family, the women in Habeeb 

Fatima Nagar were seen contributing to the total 

income in the form of, labourers, maid-servants~ 

tailoring, embroidery, as class IV employees in 

government organisations. Those who received same 

elementary education had ta~en up teaching job, 

teaching at the local school. 

To study the life patterns of the people in the four 

economic categories i.e A,B,C and D, the various aspects 
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covered were their housing conditions; education; food 

consumption patterns; possession of consumer durables; 

health; their priorities and aspirations. 

The slum dwellers gave top priority for · housing. 

Even among the poorest i.e., category A, houses were 

seen to be built with brick and plastered with 

cement (though unpainted). 

Despite poverty, the slum dwellers have assigned 

education of their children as one of their main 

priorities. Nature of education provided varied in 

different categories. Category 'A' due to non 

affordability could send their children to 

Government run 'Balwadi' schools in the slum. Where 

as in others categories the children were enrolled 

in private schools. In all the categories the stress 

was more on providing vocational training to their 

children. (both daughters and sons) the emphasis 1s 

that after acquiring some elementary education 

children should contribute towards the family income 

as soon as possible. 

Our study shows that with the increase in income, 

the Perceritage of income spent on food does not 

increase proportionately. The poorest category 'A', 

spends 85% of their income on food whereas category 

D spends 60% of their income on food. 

It has been observed that despite poverty the slum 

dwellers possess luxury items like fan, radio, 

T.V., petrol driven vehicle.(all bought on 

instalment), and they go in for expensive marriages. 
' In category 'A', 27.2% families own a T.V. set. The 

possession of luxury items are seen as a mode for 

enhancing one's social status. 
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clearing off old debts. taken for construction of 

house or dispensing their responsibilities, is the 

major problem faced by all the economic 

categories. 

Lack of any government institutions and the very erratic 

services provided by voluntary organization personnel 

pushes people ~ith no option but to go to private 

practitioners, who charges high fees. 

Debt. responsibilities, daily struggle for food, 

shelter and clothing leave the slum dwellers in 

such a situation that health and nutrition are 

something far fetched and any attention towards 

health is only given when it hinders in their day to 

day survival strategies. 

To conclude, the slum dwellers equate 

nsumer goods will social status. These value changes in 

e lives of slum d~ellers, affected by mobility, living 

nditions and the greater environment would be crucial for 

rther studies. 
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APPENDIX - 1 

1. House No: - Caste : 

- Religion 

- No. of Rooms~ 

2. Name of the head of the household: 

3. His Age 

4. Ve~r of Stay (in H.F.N.) 

5. No. of earning members 

6. Occupation/Occupations 

7. Tot a 1 Income (daily/monthly) 

8. Familv size and composi~ ~on (Total No: 

Age Sex M/U Relationship 

1. H 

2. w 

3-. Chi 1 dren 

i ) 

i i) 

iii) 

iv) 

I ) 

vi) 

'/ i i) 

viii) Others 



9. Education (of Head of the household & other 
earning members) 

10. No. of School going Children 

Nos. Class Age Fees Pvt. tution 
(fees) (Monthly) 

1 

2 

4 

5 

6 

11. Possession of 

.=>.) Cycle 

b) Fan 

c ) Radio 

.d) Television 

Consumer goods 

ej Tape Re..:.ur d-=r 

f) Any Petrol 
driven vehic 1 e 

g} Cooler 

h) Refrigerator 
and any other·· 

·12. Cases of illness in past three years : 

- Measles 
- Malaria 
- Skin Diseases 
- vJorms in stool 
- Fevers ( bedridden for more than five days) 
- Diarrhea 
- Respiratery diseases 
- Any nutritional deficiency disorders 

Night Blindness 
Anemia 

- Jaundice 
- Any other 
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