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PREFACE 

The blacks are the largest minority in the 

largest western democracy. Theyconstitute nearly 

12.12 per cent of the total population over 250 million 

of united States of America (USA). Since the day one 

when they were off loaded as slaves on the American soil, 

the blacks have faced deprivation and socio-economic 

discrimination. The history of blacks in America is a 

long Xale of struggle for freedom and equal status in a 

country whose Declaration of Independence states that 

"all men are created equal". The black -women have been 

further jeopardised in their socio-economic development 

bF.:cause apart from racial discrimination they shared with 

black men, they also had to bear the additional handicap 

which females have to face in the male dominated society 

any where in the world. They were thus 'Doubly Jeopardi sed'. 

Over the years and in particular in the twentieth 

century, there have been some improvements in the status 

of the black women. She has emerged as a stable force 

in the family and society. Though higher educational 

achievements, she could enter into more skilled and better 

paying jobs than before. There have also been a few but 

distinguished achievers amongst black worren in politics, 

in performing arts, in literature and in sports. However, 
' 
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the question of a "equal status" in real sense with the 

white still looks a distant dream. The struggle for a ... 

sense of bei~g and fulfilment has to continue. 

The present study concentrates on black vromen 

in the United States, their sufferings and struggle for 

a better status, and their achievements and failures. 

It is largely based on secondary sources. There are 

four chapters besides chapter one on Introduction, 

chapter two deals with the occupation pattern, educa

tional levels and place in politics of black women in 

the USA. Chapter three traces the llomen 's Liberation 

Movement; role of black women in the movement and 

differences betHeen black feminism and Hhite feminism. 

The fourth chapter discusses the experiences of a few 

prominent black women. Finally the last and the fifth 

chapter brings out the conclusions. The main focus of 

the study is to test the hypothesis that 'Double Jeorpardy' 

is a major drag in the socio-economic development of black 

worren. 

I am deeply indebted to my supervisor Prof. B.K. 

Shrivastava for his valuable advice and guidance at all 

stages in preparation of this work. But for his unfailing 

patience, critical observations and- continuous encourage

ment, the study could not have been finalized. 
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INTRODUCTION 

According to the available statistics, in 1987 

the black constituted the single largest minority, averaging 

about 12.12 per cent of the total population of the United 

States of 243,915 million. Their case is unique not 

only because of their number, but because of their 

continuous resistance against the American captivity. 

They have been an integral part of the American 

society since they arrived in United States in 1619, when 

the first twenty black people were off loaded in 

Jamestown, Virginia as slaves. Since then their life 

has been one big struggle. A well known black scholar, 

W.E.B. Dubois wrote: 

The history of American Negro is the history 
of this strife, this longing to attain self
conscious manhood to merge his double self 
into a better and truer self. He simply wishes 
to make it possible for a man to be both a 
negro and an American without being cursed and 
spit upon by his fellows, without having the 
doors of opportunity closed roughly in his face~ 

Dubois while making the statement did not imagine it 

would hold good even today. All these years, American 

1 · W.E.B. Dubois, The Souls of Black Folks (New 
York, New American Library, 1976), p~ 48. 
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society has grappled with the dilemma of black presence 

while blacks worked, fought and died to end their 

oppression and claim a status equal to that of whites 

in the societyf The following pages further reinforce 

Dubois's view-point regarding the struggle of blacks in 

America. 

4he life of the blacks in the United States has 

been shaped by two contrasting environments. First, the 

southern staple proaucing farms and plantations, on 

which the vast majority of blacks worked initially 

(before the twentieth century) as slaves and later as 

share croppers; second, the urban Ghetto mainly a product 

of the twentieth century which grew primarily as a result 

of the migration of negroes from southern cities to the 

northern cities, which began soon after the first World 

2 War. 

The trickle of blacks which moved towards north 

from south, searching for better conditions that began 

in the late 1870s was almost a steady stream by 1900. 

The stimulous was not only because of the depressing 

conditions of the south but also the opportunities that 

2 August Meier and Elliot Rudwick, From Plantation 
to Ghetto (New York, Hill and Wang Co., 1966), p.3. 
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blacks were offered with regard to employment which 

mainly made them migrate to the north. They left their 

worn-out land and moved towards more fertile fields, in 

an effort to raise themselves from day-labourers to 

share-croppers, cash-renters and even yarn owners. 

All this accumulated in migration of the blacks at a 

very high rate which can be deduced from the fact that 

in 1900, 90 per cent lived in south. This proportion 

decresed to 77 per cent in 1940, 68 per cent in 1950, 

60 per cent in 1960
3 

and 53 per cent in 1979. 

As the urban population of blacks increased its 

problems multiplied. There was no longer the stulti-

fying control by the soutl1ern plantation owner, and the 

opportunities for education were somewhat better in 

the north; but there was no lessening of hostility of 

the whites they had to face. The black industrial 

workers were barred from being members of any of the 

trade or labour unions. Moreover, the blacks coming 

to urban cities had to face the major problem of "housing" 

as the whites would not allow them to stay in the 

neighbourhood. It was at this time when the house 

3 
Gunnar Myrdal, An American Dilemma: Negro 

Problems and Modern Democracy (New York, Patheon 
Books, 1962), p. 82. · 
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segregating act was passed in 1912 which formed the 

1 White blocks 1 and 1 black blocks' and they were not 

allowed to go into each other's block. 

The urbanization of the black population since 

1900 had brought the most momentous change in family 

life of the blacks after -emancipation. The movement 

which carried over a million blacks to southern cities 

alone, had torn the black loose from his cultural moorings. 

One of the most important consequences of the urbanization 

of blacks has been the rapid occupational differentiation 

of the population. A black middle class came into 

existence as the result of new opportunities and greater 

freedom as well as t~e new demands of the awakened black 

communities. 4 - This middle class was nonetheless affected 

by an u;:)per class outlook because of the segregation of 

the blacks. Nhile incomes derived from occupations gave 

them a higher middle class status, some families were 

bent upon maintaining a life style of upper class despite 

suffering segregation. 

The most significant element in the new social 

structure of blacks life was the black industrial pro-

letariat that had been emerging since the blacks were 

4 
E. Franklin Frazier, The Negro Family in the 

United States (Chicago, Univ. of Chicago Press, 1966), 
p. 365. 
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introduced into western civilization. Its position in 

industry in the north was insecure and of small conse

quence. Till the cessation of foreign immigration 

during the first World War, it had become a permanent 

part of the industrial proletariat. Although the \'lorld 

War II did not offer the opportunities for large masses 

of unskilled black labourers as did the first World War, 

the position of the black workers in indust~J improved. 

After the war the workers acquired a firm foothold in 

American indus try. 5 

Today we are slowly getting used to seeing 

blacks in high offices of government. Their number is 

growing yearly. But not too long ago black people in 

America were not even considered whole human beings, 

much less able to hold office or even vote. During the 

days of slavery a black was counted, according to the 

constitution of the United States, as three-fifths of 

a person. Even this was a compromise, because there 

were some at the constitutional convention who did not 

want to count blacks at all. The reason is that the 

number of members a state has in the House of Represen

tatives depends on population. If the south could count 

5 
Ibid., p. 366. 
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slaves, even at a discount it would have gained more 

6 Congressmen. 

Change came with the end of the Civil War in the 

period called 'Reconstruction•. Besides freeing slaves 

from the bondage of plantation, Congress granted the 

blackmen citizenship by the Civil Rights Act of 1866. 

This act was supposed to guarantee equality in housing 

and employment and set the tone for a more sympathetic 

attitude on the part of white Americans towards blacks. 

But these federal laws were trampled on. Individual 

state passed laws that became known as the "black codes 11
• 

Under these unemployed negroes could be fined and jailed 

as vagrants, and all blacks were prevented from sociali-

zing with white people by legally segregated public 

facilities. 7 

In 1865, Congress set up the Freedman's Bureau 

which gave ex-slaves basic health and education services. 

In 1867, it passed the First Reconstruction Act, which 

gave the blacks the right to vote; by 1870, the Fourteenth 

and Fifteenth amendments of the Constitution further 

. 6 
Nancy Hicks, The Honorable Shirley Chisholm, 

congress-Woman from Brooklyn (New York, Lion Book, 1971), 
p. 12. 

7 . 
Ibid., P• 13. 
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broadened the rights of black people. The advent of 

the twentieth century brought about many changes in 

the lives of the blacks. The blacks began to appear 

at all levels, there were black state legislators and 

city councilmen and school board representatives. Between 

1870 and 1902, twenty two blacks served in the Congress, 

two of them as Senators. They fought for the equality 

of blacks in America. 8 

Whatever may be the motives of these black 

congressmen they were not around long enough to accom-

plish much, by 1902 there was not a single black left 

in Congress, one of the tactics which created this 

situation was gerrymandering, that is, redrawing the 

lines of voter districts with no other purpose than to 

give one group an advantage over another. Not until 1929, 

was another black elected to Congress. He was Oscar 

DePriest of Chicago, the first blackman elected in the 

twentieth century and the last black Republican to 

receive the backing of a predominantly black electorate. 

During the last two decades of twentieth century 

a powerful black protest movement broke down the barriers 

of institutionalized segregation. Despite progress in 

8Hicks, n.6, p. 14. 
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the war against inequality, black children, youth and 

families were worse off than whites in every area of 

American life. Thirtyfive years after the epochal 

decision of the Supreme Court in 1954, against segre-

gation in the Brown Vs Board of Education case, most 

black children still have not gained the opportunities 

9 that most other children take for granted. 

The poverty rate has fluctuated around one-third 

for the blacks and about one-tenth for the whites. The 

American poor population includes a higher proportion of 

children, minority and women than ever before. Today, 

out of every 100 black babies, 47 are born into poverty, 

compared to fewer than one in eight white babies. 10 

The economic situation of the blacks in America 

is pathological. Except for a small minority enjoying 

upper or middle class status, the masses of American 

blacks, in the rural south and in segregated slum quarters 

in southern and northern cities, are destitutes (the 

whites belo~ the poverty line in 1987 were~.5 per cent 

9
"Blacks in America", u.s. News and World Re:eort 

(Washington, D.c.), vol. 86, 14 March 1979, p. 48. 

10 James D. Williams, eds., The State of Black 
America (New York, National Urban League, 1981), p. 5. 
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whereas blacks were 33.1 per cent). 11 They own little 

property, even their household goods are mostly inadequate 

and dilapidated. The income of blacks is not only low but 

irregular. They thus live from day to day and have scant 

security in future. This is what Gunnar Myrdal had 

pointed out in his book American Dilemma in 1960s, 12 but 

their position in the last decade of the twentieth century 

though much better is n9Where near· that of whites. 

Table 

Economic Status Educational 
{$) (%) 

White male 16,467 12.7 

Black male 9,448 12.2 

Black female 6,164 12.2 

White female 6,949 12.6 

(Income figures are 1984 median incomes for those fifteen 

years or older. Educational attainment is for 1984, 

median years of school completed). 13 

11 u.s. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, 
Statistical Abstract of the United States 1987 (Washington, 
D.c., Govt. Printing Office, 1987). 

12 Myrdal, n.3, p. 295. 

13 u.s. Statistical Abstract, n.11, p. 390. 
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The struggle for equal rights for blacks was 

carried out in three major areas (a) efforts were 

directed towards lowering those barriers that whites 

had erected to maintain their isolation based on the 

assumption of black inferiority; (b) blacks sought 

economic opportunities, the right to be employed or 

promoted on the basis of ability rather than skin, 

colour or sex; (c) the enduring fight of blacks to 

obtain the same political rights as whites, (the voting 

right bill which was passed by the Supreme Court in 

1965, 45 years after the 19th amendment was one of the 

achievement on the part of blacks). 14 

Regarding the non-improvement of the relative 

status of blacks, there are different schools of thought. 

First is of the opinion that it is because many blacks 

are marginal workers, without skill or training to get 

job at higher levels. Second, states that there is an 

ap ·rehension that macro-economic shifts combined with 

demographic trends put the blacks at the bottom of the 

ladder. Third view is that the lack of improvement in 

14n. Farley, 11After. the starting line - Black and 
Women in uphill Race", Demography (Virginia, Population 
Association of America, Alenandria), vol. 25, Oct. 1988, 
p. 479. 



11 

black social and economic circumstances in a no growth 

economy. Fourth contends that dearth of employment 

for blacks precludes them from having stable families. 

Last but not the least, is the view that discrimination, 

subordination and control of the race are still a vital 

part of American institutions. What has changed are 

the ways in which historic subordination by race has been 

. t . d 15 ma1.n a1.ne • The present study tries to project the 

actual conditions governing the life and work of women 

in general and black women in particular. It is 

contended here that women are oppressed in a male domi-

nated community, and that black women are much more 

oppressed; in addition to being a women they also suffer 

from being black - a neglected and discriminated minority 

in the United States. Thus, black women are subjected to 

'Double Jeopardy'. 

The notion of Double Jeopardy is not new. It 

was first introduced by Anna Julia Cooper who near the 

end of the nineteenth century spoke and wrote of the 

double enslavement of black women and of their being 

confronted by both a woman question and a race problem". 

15 Ibid., p. 479. 
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In 1904 Mary Church Terrell, the first President of 

National Association of Colored Homen ilrote "not 

only are colored women, handicapped on account of their 

sex, but they are almost everywhere baffled and mocked 

because of their race, not only because they are women, 

16 
but because they are colored". 

In attempting to analyse the situation of the 

blaCk woman in t~e United States of America, one crashes 

abruptly into a solid wall of grave misconc~ons, out-

right distortions of facts and defensive attitude on the 

part of many. 

Black woman in America can justly be described 

as a nslave of a slaven. With the reduction of the 

blaCk man in America to such abject op9ression, the 

blaCk woman had no protector and was used and is still 

being used in some cases as the scapegoat for the evils 

that the society has perpetuated on black men. Her 

physical image has been maliciously maligned: she has 

been sexually molested and abused by white colonizer. 

She has suffered the worse kind of economic exploitation 

having been forced to serve as the white woman's maid 

and wet nurse for white offspring while her own children 

16oeborah, K. King, "Multiple Jeopardy, Multiple 
consciousness: The context of a Black Feminist Ideology", 
Sign) (Chicago Univ. of Chicago Press), vol.14, Autumn 

, p. 48. 



were more often than not starving and neglected. It is 

the depth of degradation to be socially manipulated, 

physically raped, used to underpine the white masters 

17 household and powerless to reverse the syndrome. 

The ordeal of slavery and segregation have had 

far-reaching negative influence on almost all aspects of 

Afro-American women, vis., the life styles for survival, 

the relationships with mates and children, the daily 

coping mechanism and the aspirations and motivations 

for the future. 

The role of black woman cannot be understood 

and explained adequately apart from this historical 

background, black women had to endure in a society of 

white in which, in theory, if not in practice, white 

women were placed upon a pedestal, and white males 

expressed their supremacy and inner feeling of chauvinism 

toward females in general and black females in particular. 

As it is expected that women must work harder 

than men to achieve the sam~ recognition and earn the 

same money, black women have throughout their history 

worked under a double burden. They have had to struggle 

17 
Toni Cade, The Black Woman: An Anthology 

(New York, 1970), pp. 90-92. 
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for the emanicipa tion of their race while contending 

with prejudices and policies in American life that 

discriminate against women. W.E.B. Dubois once said 

that "no other women on earth could have emerged from 

the hell of force and temptation which once engulfed 

and still surrounds black women in America with half the 

modesty and womenliness that they retain" • 18 

The blurred roles and heavy responsibilities 

of black women in America have been difficult for them 

to cope witho The vast majority have had womanhood 

thrust upon them long before their white counterparts 

had to experience it. Economic inequalities forced 

many to carry the burden of responsibility for their 

entire families without the security offered to women 

of their racial and ethnic groups. At the same time they 

were coerced into taking on some of the purely non-

feminine characteristics that prevail in mainstream of 

A.rrerican society. Hence it was expected of them to be 

the '!Head" of the black family but to some great degree 
. 9 

also become a "dainty" symbol of Arrerican womanhood. 1 

18Robert Staples, The Black Woman in America 
(Chicago Univ. of Chicago Press, 1973), p. 214. 

19rb±d;, ·p. · 266 • _ . 



15 

Although it is ironic to find that inspite of 

the prejudices the American have against black men and 

women, they have always given black women the special 

status of a nurse and confidante to the children of 

white mothers they served. Whereas it is a known fact 

that they have been denied the rights society has 

traditionally given to women, namely marry and raise a 

family. 

Changes that have taken place in 1970s and 80s 

for black rren and black women are similar in some and 

different in otherways. The driving force has been the 

shift from domestic service and labour into first blue 

collar, later service sector positions and then the 

20 professions. 

The more positive aspect of black women's heritage 

is that they also experienced a type of womanhood that 

has recently come to be viewed as desirable by white 

females who are seeking "liberation". Black women were 

allowed to be strong independent individuals who were 

not perpetually being propped up by the male dominated 

society. 21 

20 Harry A. Ploski and James Williams, eds., The 
Negro Almanac (New York, McGraw and Hill co., 1983),p.1309. 

21 Staples, n.18, p. 268. 
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Thus, the rise of woman's liberation presented 

black woman with a difficult question. Is it productive 

to fight for the rights of minorities and women at the 

same time, or will the involvement in one inevitably 

detract .from success of the other? As the debate on 

this continued, Representative Shirley Chisholm (the 

first black woman elected to the United States Congress) 

observed that in many respects it was more difficult to 

be a woman than a black. 22 

The modern American Women's Liberation Movement 

(WLM) was born out of Civil Rights Movement. Once before 

when working for justice for black slaves in the movement 

for the abolition of slavery in the 1830s and 70s, a 

handful of southern white· middle class women had gained 

experience in collective action. 

The domination of women's movement by whites was 

deeply resented by black women as a majority saw in this 

domination nothing but racism. The black woman American 

writer Bell Hooks expressed ber anger in her book Ain't 

I a Woman : Black Women and feminism. She said, "every 

Women's Movement in America from its earliest origin to 

the present day has been built on a racist foundation •••• 

22 Ploski and Williams, n.20, p. 1308. 
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white middle and upper class women have dominated every 

women's movement in the United States 11
• 

23 

The women of colour experience double or divided 

political loyalities because they must confro~t both 

racism and sexism. Although black women perceded white 

women in recognising and reacting to sexism in the Civil 

Rights Movement, the survival of black people has 

depended on women and men working together even as 

women confront men over sexist practices on a personal 

level and within black organizations. 

The Nationalist Black Women Feminist Organization 

(NBFO) which was formed in May '73, defined its major 

concerns as self-definition and development of a positive 

image for black women. One of major gifts of black 

feminism has been to make it little easier, simply to be 

black and female. There is not one black woman in 

Arrerica who has not felt at least once like 11 the mule of 

the world" to lEE Zora Neale Hurston's still apt phrase. 

Until black feminism came into being very few people cared 

about or took seriously the demoralization of being female 

and coloured, poor and hated. 24 

23auoted in ·my Cliff, Class Struggle and Women's 
Liberation 1640 to the present (London, Oxford Univ. Press, 
1984), p. 162. 

24Barbara Smith, NSome Horne Truths on the Contem
porary Black Feminist Movement", Black Scholar (california, 
Sausalite ) vol.14, March/April 1985, p.9. 
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The feminist both black and white pointed out 

that many of the nations sexist laws and procedures 

exerted their most adverse effect on black women e.g. 

anti-abortion laws which have the effect of increasing 

the cost of abortions to astronomical prices that only 

few black women can afford. State labour laws deny 

certain well paid jobs to women, and welfare laws that 

rupture homes by denying aid to families that contain an 

able bodied male. However, while granting validity to 

these points many blacks were deeply disturbed by the 

women's movement and its relevance to the black women. 

For one thing, black women suffer the most from every 

form of female oppression. They are economically more 

dependent on the~r husbands, since they have fewer job 

opportunities than white women. 25 

Despite the necessity of their liberation from 

sexist as well as racist oppression black women's initial 

reaction to women's movement was that of 'DISTRUST'. They 

did not want to be used again to help some body gain power 

that is carefully kept out of their hands. The early image 

of women's liberation was of an elitist organization com-

prising of upper middle class women, with the concerns only 

26 for women of that class. 

25Ploski and Williams, n.20, p. 1310. 

26rbid. 



19 

The white women assert that both black and 

white women share a common op:Jression; that black cannot be 

free until women are free. As it has been commented, 

"any attempt to analogize black oppression with the plight 

of the American white woman, has all the validity of 

comparing the neck of a hanging man with the rope burned 

hands of an amateur mountain clii'nber."
27 

The greatest difference between the goals of white 

women and the needs of black women are succinetly summed 

up by Linda 1aure· cummings as follows: 

common oppression is fine for rhetoric but it 
does not reflect the actual distance between 
the oppression of the black man and woman who 
are unemployed and the white woman who is sick 
and tired of playboy foldouts, of Christian Dior, 
lowering hemlines or adding ruffles or of Miss 
Clairol telling her that blondes have more fun. 
What does black woman on welfare who has diffi
culty feeding her children have in common with 
the discontent of the suburban mother who has 
the luxury to protest washing the dishes on 
which her family's full meal was consumed". 28 

But over the years the black women have been 

joi~ing women's liberation in great numbers which shows 

their changing attitudes towards the movement. 

27 Staples, n.18, p. 167. 

28 
Ibid., lt•168. 
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Black women have strengthened their position 

considerably in the twentieth century keeping in mind 

the burden they had to carry. She has endured and 

emerged as a stable force in the family and society 

which is evident from the crowning of first black woman 

as Miss America, and election of the first black woman 

to the United States Congress. Only a few years ago, 

none of this would have been possible. America has 

come a long way in relatively short space of time when 

measured by the span of this nations history. 29 

As opportunities have opened up, the black women 

have been quick to make the transition from low paid 

unskilled domestic form and operative jobs to employment 

in clerical, professional technical, sales and service 

jobs. But in comparison to the white women they still 

have a long way to go. In an effort to increase upward 

mobility many black women have opted for national women's 

movements, which has caused upheaval among blacks who feel 

that "feminism has put the various black movements on the 

black burner of social priorities ... 30 

One cannot overlook the fact that though not 

many, black women have made their mark in various walks 

29 Ploski and Williams, n.20, p. 1310. 

30 rbid. 
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of life. There have been some noted black women, who 

made the so called 11 superior" class, think again regarding 

their belief that black women are capable of nothing. 

Names like Shirley Chisholm, Maxine Walters, who is 

considered to be the most influential black women in 

the United States politics. The famous singers like 

Mahalia Jackson (the Gospel singer) Tina Turner, Tracy 

Chapman, actress's like Ms Tyson, Novelist and poets like 

Maya Angelou who became famous with her book, 'I know why 

a caged bird sings', Lorde Audre who wrote Black Unicorn, 

and 'Still I Rise' and Vanessa Williams who became Miss 

America, the first black woman to achieve such a position, 

have risen despite the double jeopardy, so have athelets 

and sportswomen like Griffith Joyner and others. 

It would appear that the black women have been 

achievers throughout their history - Sojourner Truth (abo

tilionist and Women rights advocate), Phy~s Wheatle (the Rosa 

lr.Parks) and Rosal Parks - a symbol of many women who 

be fore her time spoke out and acted against the insults and 

humiliation of the system of segregation. 

Black women have taken important strides in many 

walks of life but much remains to be achieved, for in most 

instances they lag behind. They are likely to be unemployed, 

to be over represented in low-paying jobs, to be increasingly 

assuming the role of the family head with children to support 

and to account for a larger proportion of being poor. .D\ 55 
'f) I ~-76 ' 7 3 

~0 
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PLACE OF BLACK 'fK>MEN IN U.S.A. 

until the very recent past black people in 

America have been denied their history. American women 

have been denied t.'1eir history even more, but this denial 

has not yet been widely recognized. History in the past 

largely written by white male historians, has simply 

failed to ask those questions which would elicit infor-

mation about the female contribution, the female point 

of view. Women have been denied knowledge of their 

legitimate part in human history and consequently have 

been affected individually by having to see the world 

through male eyes not only in America but throughout the 

world. 

Black women on the other hand have been ignored 

more than any other group by scholars with racist assum-

ptions, belonging as they do to two groups Which have 

traditionally been treated as inferior by the American 

society -- Black and Vlomen - and have been doubly invisible. 1 

Black women have had an ambiguous role in relation 

to white society. As they were ~men, white society has 

considered them more docile, less of a threat. than their 

1Lerner Gerda, Black Women in White America 
(New York, Random House, 1972), p. 570. 
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men. The 'dhite Society has 'rewarded' them by allowing 

or forcing them into the service in white families. 

Their intimate contact with white people made them inter-

preters and intermediaries of white culture in the black 

home. At the same time, they had to struggle in partner-

ship \.Yith their men to keep their families together and 

to allow the black community to survive. This dual and 

often conflicting role imposed tensions on black women 

2 but has also given them unusual strength. 

Black families and role of women: 

Migration, uprooting, urbanization always creates 

problem, even the best organized and best integrated groups 

suffer under such circumstances. But when the fundamental 

core of organization, the family, is already weak, the 

magnitude of these problems can be staggering. The 

experience of slavery left, as its most serious heritage, 

a steady weakness in the black family. There was no possi-

bility of taking responsibility for one's children, for 

3 one had in the end no power over them. 

There were in 1960, in the New York metropolitan 

city 353,000 bla~ families -a quarter of them were headed 

2 
Ibid., p. 570 .• 

3 Nathan Glazer, Beyond the Melting Pot (Massach-
usetts, Harvard Univ. Press, 1963), p. 52. 
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by women. In contrast less than one tenth of the white 

households were headed by women. The number of females 

looking after the whole household by themselves (increased 

it) was 41.7 per cent compared to 11.9 per cent of whites. 4 

The increasing number of black families headed 

by women has been cited as the basis for the increasing 

levels of poverty to be found among blacks and for the 

failure of blacks as a group to progress economically to 

a greater extent than they have. It is true that black 

female headed households have the lowest median income of 

any family type. 

Black women's usual cultural image in America is 

that of a domineering type who rules the family, her 

husband included. She is seen as a masculinized female 

who must be subordinated in order tl-tat the black male may 

take his rightful place in society. This leaves one 

wondering how the victim of a dual oppression could have 

acquired such an image~ 

Until the eighteenth century most of the black 

slaves were male, as intially they were preferred for 

4 "11' d h f 1 k James D. W1 1ams, e s., T e State o B ac 
America (New York, National Urban League, Inc., 1981), 
p. 153. 

5 Robert Staples, The Black Woman in America 
(Chicago. Univ. of Chicago Press, 1973), p. 10. 
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doing the heavy duties required of bondsmen. Later to 

increase the labour force the •woman• was imported. 

The slave woman was first a full tiJ"Ce worker for 

her owner and only incidently a wife, mother and home 

maker. It has been suggested by Angela Davis that the 

sexual subjugation of the slave was the slave master's 

symbolic attempt to break her will to resist. 6 All this 

resulted in making the slave woman the centre of the 

family. The black father if present had little authority. 

The plight of the black woman did not markedly 

improve even after the emancipation. They were now faced 

with the problem of adjusting to the society which was 

alien to them, black men were out of their jobs, and the 

task of providing and protecting their families became 

difficult. It was then left upto the black women to do 

what was necessary for the survival of her family. She 

went back into the house of whites from where she thought 

she had got her freedom. W.E.3. Dubois once said of 

domestic servants, "The personal degradation of their work 

is so great that any white man of decency would rather cut 

his daughter • s throat than let her grow up to such a 
. 7 

destiny". 

6 
Ibid., p. 13. 

7 Ibid., p. 15. 
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i--li th the turn of the twentieth century and coming 

in of two world wars, mechanization of south, industrial 

growth i:-1 the north attracted r:;eople and the result was 

heavy migration, which highlighted the role of black 

woman as a surplus labour, which is essential to the 

profitable functioning of a capitalist economic system. 

If black women constitute a reserve labour supply 

then black men are surely the proletariat of the American 

society. The irregularity or lack of employment of the 

black man has contributed to the prominent role of black 

women in family affairs. Some writers have seen the traces 

of 'mat~iarchal' family system in the black community. 

Lerner Gerda a well known scholar, has stated that the 

11 question of black "matriarcy" is commonly misunderstood'. 

The very term is deceptive, for "matriarachy• implies the 

exercise of power by women, and black women have been the 

most powerless in the entire society. The ranking order 

in the society is white men, white women, black men and ~ 

black women. The wages of black women even today are the 

lowest of all groups. Like white women they were deprived 

of the ballot until 1920. After 1920, they ranked lower 

than black men in political representation and in access 

to economic power and positions in society, although both 

ranked low as compared to all white. 8 

8 
Gerda, n.l, p. 572. 
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In the 1960s, black families headed by a woman 

had a rredian family income of $ 3, 220 per year, less 

than half of the income $ 6,778 of the families headed 

by black men (for the clear and recent picture see 

table 2.1). 9 

Table 2.1 

Married Couples White families Black families 

1971 $ 25, 130 $ 18,365 

1981 $ 25, 470 $ 19, 620 

Female householder 

1971 $ 13,120 $ 8, 185 

1981 $ 12,510 $ 7,510 

The reality that emerges is that black women have 

a significant amount of family responsibility and need for 

income but have a lower income than the black male or 

white female. Then the question may arise why then the 

black male is not looking after his family? The answer 

is very simple. The rate of unemployment of black men 

have long been twice as high as that of white men. This 

9 Source - u.s. Department of Commerce, Bureau 
of the Census. 

cited in - James D. Williams eds., The State of 
Black America 1984 (New York, National Urban League Inc. 
1984). 
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has resulted in the break-up of the black family. 

Furthermore under the existing laws, government provides 

assistance to families where male is absent. Therefore, 

most of the aid is provided to the families which are 

10 headed by women. 

Education Occupation and !ncome 

It is commonly believed that black women occupy 

a higher and more powerful place in black society than 

black men because they have more education can more 

easily find employment and earn a higher income. 11 The 

real position of black women is somewhat different. It 

can be understood by her socio-economic status in the 

society. To know the status one has to concentrate on 

education, occupation and income. Both black men and 

women had to suffer the barriers of segregation for 

educating themselves in the society which was both capi

talist and racist. Though now thirtyfive years after the 

BRO~rn VS BOARD OF EDUCATION case in 1954, when the Supreme 

Court declared segregation an offense, the situation has 

changed or should one say improved but total improvement 

is still to be achieved, as Charles v Hamilton said in 1978 

in an interview, "however painful and slow the change is, 

10 Ibid., p. 20. 

11 Ibid., p. 24. 
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12 
it will be made". Since the epochal decision of the 

Supreme Court the nation has been making a radical but 

far from shifts towards racial equality. 

Black female educational attainment provide an 

appropriate starting point because of two reasons -

(a) educational attainments have been shown to strongly 

influence other social and economic status roles which 

an individual occupies; and (b) black culture traditionally 

has placed heavy emphasis upon educational attainment 

as a vehicle for status enhancement and personal 

enrichment. There has been tremendous gain in this 

regard during the last quarter of the century. The 

percentage of black females graduating from school has 

increased over the years. (1960 - 45 per cent; 1974 - 75 

per cent).
13 

For the overall position on years of 

schooling completed during the 80s,(see_ table 2.2.) It 

is seen that _p=rcentage of black with higher educational 

attainments has increased from 1980 to 1987. 

12 "Blacks in America", u.s.News and World Report 
(Hashington, D. c.), 14th May 1979, p. 66. 

13wal ter R. Allen, "The Social and economic status 
of Black Women in the United States", Phylon (Atlanta, 
Georgia), vol. 42, March 1981, p. 29. 



Year, Race, 
and sex 

1980 total 
persons 

White Male 

Female 

Black Male 

Female 

1987 Total 

'dh i te Mal e 

Female 

Black Male 

Female 

Table 2.2 : Years of school completed by race, sex, 1980-1987. 

Population 
in (1000) 

132,836 

53,941 

60,349 

5,895 

7,300 

149,144 

61,678 

67,492 

6,919 

8,661 

PERCENT OF POPULATION 

Elementary 
o~4 s-7 8 
yrs yrs 

3.8 6.7 

2.8 6.0 

2.5 5.6 

10.0 12.0 

6.7 11.6 

2.4 4.5 

2.1 4.2 

2.0 4.0 

5.9 8.6 

4.3 7.6 

yrs 

8.0 

8.0 

8.4 

5.8 

5. 8 

6. 0 

5. 7 

5.9 

High School 
1-3 4 
yrs yrs 

15.3 34.6 

13.6 31.8 

15.5 39.1 

20.5 28.3 

22.9 30.0 

11.7 38.7 

10.6 35.6 

11.4 42.6 

17.2 36.1 

19.0 37.5 

·College· 
1-3 4 
yrs 

15.7 

16.4 

14.0 

13.2 

17.1 

17.2 

17.3 

15.5 

15.8 

yrs 

16.2 

21.3 

13.3 

8.4 

8.3 

19.9 

24.5 

16.9 

11.0 

10.4 

30 

Median 
school 
years 
completed 

12.5 

12.5 

12.6 

12.0 

12.8 

12.7 

12.8 

12.6 

12.4 

12.4 

14. Source: u.s. Bureau of the Census, US Census of Population 1970, vols. 1 and:.11; 
198?, vol.l, Staples C and Current Population Reports Series,vol~20, no.428, 
- c~ted in us Bureau of Census, Statistical Abstract of us (Washington D.c., 

Government Printing Office, 1989), p. 131. 
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Historically, black women have been more educated 

than black men. This situation is often explained by 

stating that black mothers expressed a preference for 

the female child when a decision had to be made as to 

\flho would go to college. Throughout the history of blacks 

in America numerous black women have made contribution to 

education through schools, colleges, community and civil 

rights organizations and groups. In the years since 

compulsory ignorance for blacks was abandoned with 

eman cipation, women have worked and struggled to educate 

themselves for service and in doing so to uplift the race. 

They have mainly focussed on the problems of educating 

blacks and poor people throughout their history. This has 

been a natural focus of their interest because of their 

personal background and the severe educational problems 

15 the black community has faced. 

Contemporary blaCk women are carriers of tradi-

tion of involvement and leadership in education, some 

are teachers, and administrators, others are community 

developers: they are also women who are civil rights 

activists, and scholars. 16 

15Alan L. Sorkin, 11 Education occupation and income 
of the non-white women", Journal of Negro Education (Wash
ington D.c.), vol. 4, Fall 1972, p. 345. 

16Mary Frances Berry, "Twentieth century Black 
Women", Journal of Negro Education, vol.51, 1982, p. 294. 
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Black women have been able to get positions as 

commissioners, supreintendents and supervisors at the 

state and local levels. This certainly is an improvement 

and a step towards well deserved progress. They were 

also able to make an impact on the national policy of 

education and played an important role in the formu-

lation as well as implementation of the policy. 

Although, race is still an important limiting 

criterion for educational and political success, black 

women have held a number of crucial policy making posi-

tions. They have not been content to accept symbolic 

positions in which they represent black discriptively 

by colour or by race. Instead they have emphasized 

substantive representation even when it has involved 

political conflict. 17 

Everything has its good and bad points; same is 

true for the education of women who were happy to be 

educated, to make contribution and an achievement for 

themselves. It is evident that higher education alone 

cannot ensure high income. Despite being more educated 

than black men, black women are not able to get the same 

pay. Women, as it is, get sixty four cents to a man's 

17oianne M. Pinderhugee, "Black Women and National 
Educational Policy", Journal of Negro Education, vol.51, 
1982, p. 301. 
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dollar, which would be even less for black women, educated 

or not. This illustrates that sex discrimination in 

employment and income is even greater than racial dis

crimination and once more highlights the fact of the 

black woman's dual oppression. 

Another results of higher education for black 

women has been a shortage of marriage partners at her 

socio-economic level. In American society women rarely 

marry men with less education than they have. Therefore, 

higher education in a strange way restricts the choice of 

a life partner for black women. 

Occupation and Income 

Job settings and relationships exert profound 

influence upon the life styles of individuals, thus it 

is important to consider the employment patterns of black 

women; employment outside the house historically has 

characterized the black female experience. Indeed, the 

very survival of black community rests on the continuous 

economic contributions of employed women, roughly one-half 

of all black women, sixteen years and over, have been 

employed since 1950, and there has been great improvement/ 

increase in black female labour force participation over 

white women. From 1950 to 1970, however, this gap fell 
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from fourteen per cent (47 per cent to 33 per cent) to 

four per cent (49 per cent to 45 per cent). Over this 

entire period male labour force participation rates exceeded 

those for black females by a minimum twenty four per cent 

margin. This only confirms that men (white and black) 

work more than black women, Who in turn work more than 

white women. It does not put black women in any advanta-

geous poistion, as the unemployment rate among the black 

female is still higher than white women and men both black 

and white. 18 

The in~quality experienced by women in labour 

market has been characterized by some as confinement to 

the secondary sector of a dual labour market. According 

to the dual economic theory, jobs and industries are 

readily divided into primary and secondary sectors, and 

this division is reinforced by barriers that make it 

difficult for workers to move from one sector to another. 19 

In every occupational category except in service 

sector black female unemployment far exceeds those of the 

other races and sex sub-groups. On an average black female 

18 
Allen, n.13, p. 31. 

19 
Dd;anneM. Pearce, "The Feminization of Poverty", 

Society (New Jersey, Rutgers Univ. Press) vol.21, Nov/Dec. 
1983, p. 71. 
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unemployment is roughly two and a half times white male 

rate, twice the white female rate, and one third more than 

the black male rate. Among the four - race, sex-groups, 

black women apparently bear the greater burden of job loss. 

\fuile blaCk women have registered incremental gains in 

other occupational categories it is important to note 

their continued concentration in low status low prestige 

occupations, even where black women achieve occupational 

parity, their earnings are still lower. 20 . 

In each occupational categories, it is important to 

note that male earnings outstrip black female earnings for 

the same work, while on average white female earnings are 

higher. The twin handicaps of race and sex discrimination 

continue, therefore, to limit blaCk female access to jobs 

traditionally labelled the province of males and whites. 21 

(see table 2.3 and table 2.4). 

20 Allen, n. 13, p. 32. 

21 Ibid., p. 31. 
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Table 2.3 

Labor Force, Employment and Earnings, by sex, race and educational attainment, 
1988 

--- ------···-----·-· 
Sex, Race, years of 
School Completed. 

Female (W) 
Less than 4 yrs of HS 

4 yrs of High School 

1 to 3 years of co-
llege 

4 yrs of college or 
more 

Female (B) 
Less than 4 yrs of HS 

4 years of H.S. 

1-3 yrs of college 

4 yrs of college or 
more 

(Percent Distribution) 

Total Managerial 
employed 

100.0 6.2 

100.0 13.6 

100.0 30.0 

100.0 68.9 

100.0 3.8 

100.0 9.2 

100.0 23.1 

100.0 63.9 

Teah/sales/ Service 
adminis-
tration 

25.0 33.2 

54.8 17.4 

53.8 11.1 

26.0 3.1 

10.4 59.2 

40.6 28.9 

54.3 15.6 

27.4 6.2 

·----·· 

Source: us Bureau of Labour Statistics; Unpublished Data 

Produ
ction 

5.0 

2.9 

1.8 

.7 

3.0 

2.7 

1.8 

1.2 

Operator Farming/ 
Fabrica- Fishing/ 
tors. Forestary 

28.4 2.2 

10.2 1.4 

2.8 .7 

.a .5 

23.4 .2 

18.2 .3 

5.2 

1.2 

- cited in us Bureau of Census, Statistical Abstract of u.s. (Hash ington 
D.c., Government Printing Office, 1989), p. 390. 
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1975 

1982 

1983 
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Table 2. 4 

Unemployment Rates for the female workers by Race - 1975-1983 

-------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------
18 - 19 yrs 20 - 24 yrs 25 34 yrs 35 - 44 yrs 45 - 54 yrs 55 - 64 yrs 

Black White Black White Black White Black ~fuite Black White Black White 

38.3 16.1 

39.8 15.7 

56.1 14.9 

22.5 

25.2 

32.5 

11.2 

11.1 

12.9 8.5 

16.0 8.3 

18.6 7.1 

8.6 

12.1 

10.1 

6.6 

7.5 

5.2 

6.7 

9.0 

9.7 

Source: Employment and Training Report of the President, 1982-1983 
rates are from employment and Earning Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, November 1983. 

cited in - The State of Black America 1984, (New York, 
Urban League, Inc., 1984), p. 18. 

5.8 

5.9 

5.0 

5.3 

7.8 

5.1 

5.5 

4.0 
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Income 

Income is probably the most critical determi-

nant of black female social and economic status. One 

has ~o ask a question to oneself; does the status of 

black women and their income var_! with difference in 

their family status? It has been noticed that the 

maximum rate of poverty prevails in the black .female-

headed households. In 1987, the per cent of female 

headed households with no spouse present below poverty 

line was 41.4 per cent. The unemployment rate among the 

black female headed householder is 15.4 per cent compared 

to white female headed householder which is 6.8 per cent. 

The median family income of these females is again less 

than that of white female householder. It is $ 9,710 to 

$ 17,018. 22 Females headed families in the United States 

are comprised of both black and \vhite low-income families. 

However, female headed families constitute an overwhelming 

majority only among low income black families. At the 

beginning of the decade (80s) about 56 per cent of all poor 

black families were headed by females. This proportion 

rose further as a result of both the decline in the number 

of low income blac~ families headed by men and the 

22 u.s. Bureau o~ Census, Statistical Abstract of 
u.s. (Washington D.c., Govt. Printing Office, 1989), pp. 
393, 446, 453. 
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concomi t?.nt 
23 increase in the numbers headed by women. 

This increase in the women heading the household 

happened to be the most significant social trend in the 

contern~orary American society - the break up of the black 

family. The term "feminization of poverty", aptly 

describes the phenomena. The break-up of the family and 

poverty feminization have two aspects. First, black 

women often assume or are given responsibility for 

raising children both when the nuclear family dissolves 

as well as when children are born out of wedlock. Since 

the economic status of these women is low, they tend to 

contribute to the overall level and growth of poverty 

feminization. Second, women's status in society reflects 

on and is associated with the problems of low wages; occu-

pational segregation and sex discrimination black women are 

not immune to these problems. Indeed, for them problems 

are compounded, they receive the lowest wages, are the 

most occupationally segregated group, and incur racial 

as well as sexual discrimination. 

r1any welfare programmes were introduced for the 

black people. First big progr~me came in the wake of 

'New Deal'. One of the most important was the securing of 

23w.A. Low and Virgil A. Cliff, 
of Black.America (New York, McGrow Hill 
p. 460. 

eds., Encyclofedia 
Company, 1983 , 
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assistance of blac~ specialists and advisors in various 

governmental departments. This brought about a new sense 

of political responsibility among the blacks. 

The Government established innumerable agencies 

to aid in the recovery from the severe depression. The 

suffering of the blades was most acute. They were last 

to be hired and first to fired. The unemployment was 

highest among them. They were at the bottom of the ladder 

any way but the depression pushed them even further down. 

Therefore, when recovery took place they were also benefi

tted. Their gratitude strengthened the democratic party. 

Under agencies like Agricultural Adjustments 

Administration (A.A.A) farmers were given cash benefits for 

ploughing in their cotton, wheat, and tobacco crops and 

for slaughtering their hogs. The New Deal housing programme 

aided blacks not only in their efforts to keep their homes 

and to acquire better living accommodations, but also in 

the matter of providing employment on projects under 

construction. Under the public works administration and 

similar agencies', a considerable number of black hospitals 

and other public buildings were constructed. These were 

only some of the programme which were started during the 

New Deal and helped in establishing a feeling of security 

and belonging among blacks. Since then five decades have 

gone by but even now as far as employment, income,nutritious 
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food are concerned, the blac~s and their women are still 

suffering or are still shown the door because of the 

racial/sexist discrimination. 

The Black Woman in American Politics 

In early colonial times free blacks apparently 

often enjoyed the same rights and duties as poor white 

people relieved from the indentured servitude. As a 

result of the civil war and the reconstruction amendments, 

blacks were enfranchised in the whole union. In North 

this change became permanent. In the south, where most 

blacks lived and still live, it was rapidly undone. While 

the blacks have been kept out of politics, in the sense 

that they have been kept from voting, in another sense 

namely.as a political issue, they have been an important 

factor in the very region where they have been disfranchised 

24 in the south. 

After the Civil Rights Act passed in the sixties, 

impediments to registration and voting were largely removed. 

As a result black votes registration climbed up rapidly 

and the black voting increased to such an extent that it 

24 Gunnar Myrdal, An American Dilemma (New York, 
Harper and Row Publishers, 1962), p. 429. 
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almost came near the percentage of white voting. By 

eighties black voter has come of age. The blacks are 

deeply involved in politics. They register and vote in 

substantial proportions, their newspaper keep up a conti

nual flow of political news, they are active in club 

membership and in the support of political leaders. 

Clearly politics is seen as an area where the interest 

of individual and groups advance. 25 

Twentyfour years after passage of the voting 

Rights Act of 1965 and thirtytwo years after the passage 

of the 1957 Civil Rights Act, the first Civil Rights 

legislation since the Civil War, the black vote matured 

into its most powerful form. Black nationalists and other 

veter~ns of the 1950s and 1960s protests argued that the 

Civil Rights Movement had already proven the bankruptcy 

of electoral and coalition politics. 3lack Marxist 

on the other hand, maintained that the political sphere 

was a superficial area of conflict, it is the economy 

which determines the status of the black comrnuni ty. 

Besides, there \vere not enough blacks elected officials 

to make a difference. (Where they stand in the 80s, see 

table 2.5). Out of the total black officials elected 

there were 1,443 women elected officials in 1985. 

25 Glazer, n.3, p. 67. 
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Dlack elected officials, by office, 1970 - 1988 

u.s. and State City and country Law Enforcement Education 
Year Total legislatures offices, country Judges, Magis- tv1embers of 

inc-:.udes elected commissioners, trates,,cons- State edu-
state adminis- councilmen, Hayors tables, t-1arshals cation agencies 
trators. Vice-mayorals,etc. sheriffs, etc. college, boards 

-----·-· 

1970 (Feb.) 1,479 179 719 213 368 

1971 (t1ar.) 1, 870 216 909 274 471 

1972 ( r1c:1r. ) 2,275 224 1112 263 676 

1973 (Apr.) 2,635 256 1268 334 777 

1974 (Apr.) 3,007 256 1607 340 807 

1975 3,522 299 1885 387 951 

1980 4,963 326 2871 534 1232 

1985 6,312 407 3689 685 1531 

1986 6,384 410 3800 676 1498 

1987 6,646 428 3949 727 1542 

1988 (,Jan) 6,793 424 4089 738 1542 

•• • • - 4 f 

SOURCE: Joint Centre for Political Studies, Washington D.C., 
Black Elected Officials: A ropy Eight. 

Cited in - US Bureau of Census, Statistical abstract of US,n.22, p.255. 
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28 from South of 3.5 million blacks. By 1973, only 53 

per cent of the original number L~at was living in the 

sout~ remained there. 29 By 1979, the trend was reversing. 

Thus older blacks, male and female, especially t~ose 

from the southern states of the old confederacy, have 

generally begun to vote in life,. If they voted at all# 

it is contended that in the piOcess of political re-socia-

lization heralded by the fall of legal barriers the young 

~lack women have adapted more easily to the changes taking 

30 place in the society than their mothers and grandmothers. 

The data shows that black women compared to black 

men, white men and women, have the lowest levels of trust 

in the federal government, the lowest feeling of political 

efficacy and the highest sense of discrimination in the 

area of employment. If we assume that these variables are 

the measures of alienations then a very small percentage of 

black women will be expected to go to the polls. But then 

it has already been pointed out that the percentage of 

voting among the blacks increasing for the last thirty 

years. In the face of a declining voter turn out of the 

white Americans since 1960, black women have moved ahead 

28 Sandra Baxter, Women and Politics (Michigan, 
Univ. of Michigan Press, 1980), p. 77. 

29 Newsweek (New York), February 1979, p. 33. 

30Ibid., p. 78. 
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Significant demographic changes involving the 

mass movement of blacks to many urban areas in the North, 

the post World War-II changes affecting politics made it 

possible for the black candidates by the end of sixties, 

to challenge whites for elective office in the city 

council and mayoral races, across the nation. The 

electoral successes further stimulated black voting.
26 

As a result, although blacks continue to vote at higher rate 

but still stand behind in the recent elections. The 

black minority is voting at rates much closer to the 

majority group than ever before, and significantly, blacks 

have joined other minority ethnic and religious groups 

who have tended to vote in blocs. There are fascinating 

stories in American history of the Irish vote, the Italian 

vote, the Jewish vote, the Catholic vote, among others. 

Following that tradition blaCk leaders in America have 

organized a solidarity among their follovTers which has 

resulted in their sending a growing number of elected 

representative to state legislatures and to Congress. 

Their clout has also led to the election of black mayors 

in a number of major cities, including Atlanta, Chicago, 

Detroit and washington, D.c. Their influence however clearly 

26
James D. Williams, eds., The State of Black 

America (New York, National Urban League Inc., 1984}; p.7. 



45 

left its mark in the 1976 Presidential election, when 

their vote provided the marging of victory for Jimmy 

Carter. 

Blacks vote in large numbers and in all elections 

they participate with much enthusiasm, and the same 

~hing is true of black women who have increased their 

~ate of voting faster than have black men. These in-

creases in voter participation for black women are all 

the more remarkable because they had the longer way to go 

to show the increase. 

The unique status of the black women in the 

American political system when compared to other women 

27 is rooted in the heritage of slavery based on race. It 

took seventytwo years following the dec~ation of 

independence before women actively sought the right to 

vote and another seventytwo before they attained their 

objective. Only a handful have reached the top, and out 

of those who have reached the top, there would hardly be 

any black women. 

27 Mae. c. King, "The Unique Status of Black Women 
in U.S.A. Political System", Social Science Quarterlx: 
(Texas, Austin), vol. 56, June 1975, p. 116. 
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One may ask, why is it so? May be because for 

years it was not considered normal to have women poli

ticians. This is true for United States also, where 

women have to face the same problem - t"rl.e problem of 

having an 11 identity of her own, black women look for 

it as woman and also as black. The political process 

dependent as it is on the majority force a candidate 

to the centre of the political spectrum. The extreme 

becomes marginal, therefore electoral process poses 

certain problems for a candidate who wants to fight 

against the values, traditions and practices of a majority, 

which in turn makes the task for black women next to 

impossible. 

But still they have been enough to break down 

the barriers·which had been erected against them and 

they came out to make a place for t~emselves. Though 

they are not many, but they are there to make their 

presence felt. 

To know h:>w far they are politically motivated, 

one has to see their voting pattern and the fact how far 

have they been able to utilize their right to vote, which 

they got after much struggle (28 per cent of black women 

voted in 1952 and 1956, the rate for black women more than 

do~led by 1968, and in 1976, 50 per cent eligible black 

women voted}. 
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This is a proven axiom : higher the socio

economic status (SES) higher the percentage of voting. 

It is not true in the case of black women voters. Their 

SES is low but voting is higher. The evidence supporting 

their low SES is quite clear. Black women have the 

lowest median income. Before the 60s probably no more 

than one-third of black women, not only in the south, 

but in the country as a whole voted in Presidential elect

ions. Within the larger framework of political partici

pation, which included voting, campaigning, holding 

political office or membership in politics, 63 per cent 

of black men and 47 per cent of black females were active 

in politics of the south during the 60s. 

The major changes did not come until the passage 

of the voting Rights Act 1965 which provided direct fede

ral assistance in registration and voting. The act is 

generally seen as the most significant step since the 15th 

amendment in opening up opportunities for black citizens 

to register and vote. The abolition of poll tax (24th 

amendment) and literacy re~1irements, were also benefi

cial. If a black woman did not vote before 1964, she 

probably had moved north or west to a state where blacks 

had experienced greater opportunity to vote prior to that 

year. According to the Census Bureau reports, the years 

between 1940 and 1966 witnessed the massive migration 
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to voting levels comparable with those of black men. 

In t~e Presidential election of 1968 and 1970 black 

\vorne!1 voting ?er-centage was on par with that of black 

men. In 1976 it was higher (see table 2.6). 31 

The actual increase in income; education and 

occupation where they have occurred, have not been 

enough to explain the continuing increase in black 

women voting rate. The- fact is that the gains of 

the Civil Rights I'-1ovement and the removal of numerous 

legal barriers - though important factors is the increase 

in voting by black men cannot account entirely for change. 

It in part has grown out of a conviction that changes can 

be brought about by electoral process. 

Table 2.6 

A comparison by race, gender, region of voting 
in the 1976 Presidential election. 

(percent distribution) 

NORTH EAST l'JORTH CENTRAL SOUTH WEST 

White Black White r3lack 'vfui te Black White Black 

r--~en 6 2 

Trlomen 60 

Both 61 
sexes 

46 

49 

48 

66 55 

66 59 

65 57 

58 44 59 48 

56 47 60 52 

57 46 59 50 

Source: U.S.Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, Current 
Population Reports Population characteristics, series 
p • 20 , n. 3 2 2 • 

31. cited in Sapdra Baxter, 'domen and Politics (Hichigan, 
Univ. of Michigan Press, 1980), p. 82. 
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BlaCk Women and the Equal Rights Amendment (E.R.A!l 

While looking into the role and participation of 

black women in AJrerican politics one must also see their 

reaction to and attitudes to\·lards the "Equal rights 

amendment". 

E.R.A. assumes a similarity bet\veen the sexes and 

calls for their equality under the law. The first women's 

rights legislation was introduced in Congress, three years 

after women got the right to vote and ever since 1923, it 

32 has been introduced in the Congress without success. The 

position on E.R.A. had been in a 'deadlock' since 1940s 

and 50s, after the major political parties pledged their 

support to it. It could only be revived again in 1960s, 

along with the New Women's Move~ent. Then for the first 

time in history in 1970, the House considered and passed 

b'T a 352-15 roll-call vote the constitutional amendment. 

It was rejected by the women who said that the "battle" 

was not between women and the House but between women and 

the 3upreme Court. "The Court has held for years that women 

as a class are not entitled to euqal protection of the laws. 

They are not 'persons' within the ~ani ng of the Consti tutio5~n 

32 
Congressional Quarterly Almanac, 1970 

(Washington D.c., 1970), p. 706. 
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s.~.A. got support of Democratic ?arty along with some 

of the Republican Party ~mbers. People like Charles 

E. Goodell (R.N.Y.), Florence P. Dwyes (R.N.J.): Shirley 

Chisholm (D.N.Y), Martha w. Griffiths (I Michi) and 

others. Slack women have been involved in many of the 

struggles against women's oppression in the society. One 
.. · 

particular struggle which has won the support of many 

black women is the ratification of E.R.A. Many black 

organizations have endorsed the E.R.A. including the 

NAACP, National Association of Negro Business and Profe-

ssional ~·lomen • s Clubs, National Women Political Caucus 

and National Black Feminist Organizations. Trade unions 

with large black membership have also endorsed. 

Black women support the "battle" of E.R.A. as 

there are still many laws which discriminate on the 

basis of sex and law which varies from state to state. 

Ratification of E.R.A. would make unconstitutional such 

laws which affect black women most severely. So it is 

in the interest of black women, as it would be a tool to 

fight for equal rights, equal pay, equal work and equal 

opportunities to compete for jobs. It would be a legal 

weapon to fight with, for black women to fight against 

the discriminatory tactics, which they have to face. 
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.:.. • :~.A. was fav·)ured by m:my and it came under 

attack by some;these were groups which were anti-women, 

anti-black. 
34 

Groups like Restore Our Alienated Rights 

(ROAR.) \-lho have openly attacked :::.2.A. Then there are 

~-~u Klux ?Clan, the John Birch Society and an antibusing 

group in Louisville Kentucky, etc. The most vocal group 

expressing opposition to the E.R.A. is of Phyllis Schlafly 

who is a well-known right winger. She opposed not only 

the E.R.A. but is also against equal rights for blacks. 

Hhatever black women might have hoped to gain with 

the ratification witi1 the E.R.A. could never see the light 

of the day as it was defeated. 3ut they have not lost 

hope and have not given up the struggle. They know very 

well hovl each gain for blac}: women's right is a gain for 

black liberation as well, as it ~s going to strengthen 

the movement. 

:::ven after the defeat of E?.A, the fight is on 

1.-romen's movement is going to carry it till they get E:.R.A. 

ratified. As the President of (t:OH) Eleanor Smeal Observes 

that the future of the women's move~ent is .largely tied to 

the abortion issue and the revival of 2RA. She said, 

---,-------- ---·-·-
34

cathy SedHick and Reba :llilliams, "Black 'domen and 
the Equal Rights Amendment", 3lack Sch_olar, vol.7, July/ 
August 1976, p. 27. 
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"~·Je have to go through the 'Whole :::RA campaign again 

as vre have no choice. I don't knmoJ how we can get 

any other rights otherwise". 3 5 

It may not be in the forefront now (80s and 90s) 

but is still an issue. 

Hhat conclusion one can draw about the political 

participation is influenced by their education, jobs 

and higher income, and also the success of the Civil 

Rights Movement which brought down the barriers, and 

resulted in the increase of t~eir coming to polls. The 

important factor which changed things for them was the 

emergence of viomen' s Liberation t1ovement. 

35non. Bonafede, "Still a long way to go", 
National Journal (Washington, D.C.), vol.37, 13th 
Sept. 1986, p. 2179. 
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BLACK WOMEN AND WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT 

Feminist protest has been with America, since 

it was founded. As early as 1787, Abigail Adams, wrote 

to her husband John, then sitting in the Constitutional 

Convention, admonishing him not to "put such unlimited 

power in the hands of husbands, remember all men would 

be tyrants if they could, "• She went on to threaten 

that "If particular care and attention is not paid to 

the ladies, we are determined to ferment a rebellion, 

and will not hold ourselves bound by any laws in which 

we have no voice and representation".! 

The position of American women relative to men 

actually declined after the revolution, the concern with 

equality was heightened. Hhen middle-class women oegan 

to work in the Abolitiionist movement they found that 

their effectiveness was hampered by the social stigma 

against women speaking in public, and realized that they 

could not Hork to free the slaves without working to 

free themselves. 

1 Jo. Freeman, The Politics of Women's Liberation 
i·1ovement (New York, Mckay Press, 1984), p.12. 
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It was their relative deprivation which proved 

to be the main cause for the failure of the early feminist 

movement. The fact that it was led largely by white 

2 
middle class and professional women only contributed 

to it in no small measure. 

The social forces which gave rise to the new 

feminist movements in the 20s and 30s were the same as 

for the movements which broke out in the 18th and the 

19th century. These forces were irnustrialisation, 

urbanization, displacement of female functions in the 

home, education, and changing values. But these attempts 

were also not fully successful. It was only in the 1960s 

that the mover~nt gained real momentum, proved to be 

successful and achieved worldwide acceptance. 

Origin of the Women's Liberation Movement 

Social strain does not create social movements; 

it only creates the potential-for movements. This strain 

often occurs, or is perceived, as a sharp break with the 

past; and a movement's psychological, if not necessarily 

organizational origin is pinpointed from that time. Thus 

the 1954 Supreme Court decision on school desegregation 

is usually regarded as the beg_inning of the Civil Rights 

2 Barbara Sinclair Deckard, The Women's Movement(New 
York,John. ~n~ki"'ls TJniv. Press, 1970), p. 335. 
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Without such a signpost, a movement's origins 

are far less clear, and women's liberation movement 

was not the only such movement to catch most thought

ful observers by surprise. Most attempts to explain 

~hy feminism emerged precisely when it did in the mid-

1960s had to conclude with Ferriss' that "from the close 

perspective of 1970, events of the past decade provide 

evidence of no compelling cause of t~e rise of the 

feminist moverre nt 11
•

4 

Ferriss' examination of the time series data 

over the previous years did not reveal any significant 

changes in socio-economic variables which could account 

for the emergence of a women's movement, at the time it 

was created. From such strain indicators one could surmise 

that any time during the past was as conducive to the 

movement formation as any other. 5 

The ascendancy of the Worren's liberation move-

ment has been one of the most surprising developments 

taking place in the United States. Only a few years ago 

3 Freeman, n.1, p. 44. 

4 
Ibid., p .44. 

5rbid., p. 45. 
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most Americans would have never believed that such a 

movement would have any significance in American life. 

Indeed, the prevailing cultural belief \-las that women 

were pampered, that they controlled the economics of 

the society and thut "rnornisrn" was a threat to the 

masculine fiber of American life. 6 

But the late 60s and early 70s saw the emergence 

of a rising consciousness in women. Thousands of women 

began marching and shouting, to protest against the 

oppression of worren. 1/lorren's groups sprang up all over 

the country - on the campuses, in high school, in com~u-

nities, in professional organizations, in churches, and 

in unions. They all had one common theme: WOMEN ARE 

SEmND CLASS CITIZENS: THEY WON'T BE ANY LONGER. 

Although the aims of the Women's Liberation 

Movement may differ from group to group, the major goals 

of the movement are 

Establishrrent of child care centres so that 

women will be free to work outside the horne. 

Equal pay for equal work and the same employment 

benefits as men. 

Elimination of discrimination in employment. 

6 Robert Staples, The Black Woman:~in_Arrerica, 
(Chicago, Univ. of Chicago Press, 1973}, p. 162. 
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classes in self-defense so that women will be 

less vulnerable to rape and other assaults by 

men. 

Adequate welfare allowances for those women 

'"ho are in need of 9ublic assistance. 

Legal recognition of the right of every woman 

to determine whether she shall bear a child 

by repeal of all laws, against abortions, 

birth control a~d sterilization. 

Free birth control facilities to all women 

who want it. 

Institution of educational programmes dealing 

with vJOrren, their history, psychology, sociology 

and literature. 

The elimination of generally derogatory image 

of women as sex objects by the media. 

Opening of all public facilities to people 

without regard to sex. 

These goals reflect the variety of ideologies. 

Some women have been concerned about the way women are 

depicted as sex objects in magazines, movies, etc. Others 

have focussed breaking down the barriers to entering male

only bars and ath~etic team. 7 
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Growth of the Movement 

Many people first became aware of the women's 

liberation movement in 1968; when already the movement 

was in full force; different women's organizations were 

already founded, and one of the most prominent was 

'National Organization of Women' (NOW) and there were 

different wings in movement like Radical Wings etc. 

People became aware of it in Sept. '§!8 when the Radical 

Women's protest of the MISS AMERICA contest got the 

front page coverage and became the first feminist 

activity to get so much of coverage. The purpose was 

to "protest the image of Miss America, an image that 

oppresses women in every area in which it purports to 

represent us 11
• Another group that got considerable pub

licity was "WITCH" which stood for '\vomen's International 

Terrorist Conspiracy from Hell'. By 1969, the movement 

was getting considerable if often condescending and 

inaccurate publicity. But even before the rredia dis

covered the movement, it had begun to spread. 

The early treatment of the movement by the media 

led a few radical women's groups to refuse all contact 

with media, a member of NOW a group which was not hostile 

to media felt that "media was showing the women's movement 

as silly". 8 

8 
Deckard, n.2, p. 344. 
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But all this did not hamper the movement's 

progress. 'tlomen generally were awakening to the need of 

the time but many were not yet sure about what could and 

sho,~ld be done. '.tJomen who had never before been politi-

cally active began to discuss women's issues and some-

times to form groups. aNL (Older Women's Liberation) 

had been formed by 1970 and took part in the second 

9 Congress to unite women held in that year. Year after 

year women's movement gained momentum, strength and con-

fidence in themselves to achieve t~eir goals and equality 

in the society. The fight is still on. 

Present Position of the wo~n•~ Movement 

Over the past two decades, women have clearly 

established themselves as a major social and political 

force; they have also broken down many of the barriers 

in the business world and made greater strides in the 

pursuits of equal justice. Yet, there remains t~e 

haunting realization that the promises of the 1960s and 

1970s have still to be fulfilled and, that perhaps some 

of the progress has been an illusion. 

- , 

9 Ibid., Po 345o 
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"Women candidates are scrutinized by the public 

much more than men 11 said Stephanie Stoliea of Women's 

Campaign Fund (WCF) in Washington. "In running for 

office, questions are asked whether (women) are tough 

enough, experienced enough. They have to pass a higher 

political standard than men". 10 

Furthermore, some of the gains that women's 

groups point to do not seem very impressive. They note 

that women now hold 1,102 state legislative seats, or 

14.8 per cent of the total seats, triple the number they 

held in 1969. It is a significant increase but it pales 

alongside the fact that women make up for more than 53 

per cent of the voting population. 

Female candidates have fared less well in running 

for Congress. They hold a meagre 25 of the 535 senate 

and House seats, including only two in the senate or 

4.7 per cent of the total membership of Congress. 

Much, if ~ot most, of the movement's vitality 

is directed at getting elected to public office, with 

special emphasis at the state and local level •. It is 

there the movement activist feel that women have the best 

10 
Dom Bora:fede, "Still a long way to go", 

National Journal (Washington, D.c.), vol.13, 
13th September 1986, p. 2176. 
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chance of winning office and doing the most good on 

behalf of women's interests as well as being in a position 

to influence the post-1990 congressional reap9ortionment. 

Hany of the obstacles that have long plagued woman candi-

dates are still in place, but the novelty of women seeking 

office has diminished considerably in recent years. Slack 

women candidates have done especially well in electoral 

politics. Of 6,424 elected black officials in the United 

States 1,483 are women. Money generally remains the 

problem for women candidates although the PACs (Public 

Accounts Committees) say they want women to go to them 

and that their doors are not closed, but then they also 

want women candidates to 9rove themselves first. 

For the women's rights activists, the question 

confronting the feminist movement today is not the distance 

it has come but t~e direction it is headed. Leaders 0f 

women's organizations are persuaded that notwithstanding 

the evident progress they have made in diminishing sex-

discrimination and achieving equal status with men in 

the work place, they still have a long way to.go. They 

are aware that it is unlikely to be a steady, orderly 

march, but instead an erratic, incremental trek of fits 

1:-and starts} · 

11 b . -
I_ id., p.217·5. 
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?or the most part, the ~rren' s movement is 

travelling along two parallel paths, different in nature 

but mutually reinforcing, one involves electoral politics 

and the other socio-economic issues. 

Black Feminism 

In forging the women's liberation movement, many 

techniaues were borrowed from the black movement -- all 

black organizations, creation of black consciousness and 

identity, the changing of names that signified their 

oppression etc. Women took these techniques from the 

black movement, in part, because they had been success

fully used by blacks. But then women also asserted that 

their situation was similar to that of blacks. 12 

Black feminism finds its origins in the histo

rical reality of Afro-American Women's continuous life 

and death struggle for survival and liberation. Black 

women's extremely negative relationship to the American 

political system ( a system of white male rule) has always 

been determined by black women's membership in two oppressed 

racial and sexual castes. As Angela Davis pointed out, 

12 Staples, n.6, p. 164. · 
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Black women have always embodied, if only in their 

physical manifestations, an adversary stance to white 

male rule and have actively resisted its inroads upon 

them and their communities in both dramatic and subtle 

ways. There have always been black women activists -

some known like Sjourner Truth, Harriet Tubman, Frances 

Harper, Ida B. Wells and Marry Church Terrell and thousands 

upon thousands of unknown who had a shared awareness of 

how their sexual identity combined with their racial 

identity to make their whole life situation and the focus 

of their political struggles unique. 13 

A black feminists presence has evolved most 

obviously in connection with the second wave of American 

women's movement beginning in the late 1960s. Blacks and 

Third World and working women have been involved in the 

fe~inist movements from its start, but both outside 

reactionary forces and racism and elitism within the 

movement itself, have served to obscure the black women's 

participation. The National Black Women Feminist Organi

zation (NBFO) was formed as far back in 1973. 14 The first 

conference of NBFO met on the east coast in New York. It 

attracted 400 women. Though its leadership acknowledged 

difficulties in organizing black women around feminist 

13Gloria T. Hill, But Some of us are brave 
(Bloomington, Indiana Univ. Press, 1982), p. 13. 

14Ibid.. j. 
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issues, for example, when Eleanor Holmes Norton, a NBFO 

board member stated, "Five years ago you couldn't have 

gotten five women trJ come here". A welfare mother said, 

"Five years ago •••• We tried to start a consciousness 

raising group four months ago and nobody was interested. n 15 

The group stressed that many goals central to 

the women's liberation movement were of critical impor-

tance to black women. 

Black feminist politics also has an obvious 

connection to movements for black liberation, particularly 

those of 60s &~d 70s. It was the experience and dis

illusionment within these liberation movements as well as 

experience on the periphery of the white male left, that 

led to the need to develop politics that was anti-racist, 

unlike that of blackmen and White men. 16 

There is also an undeniably a personal genesis 

for black feminism that it is the political realization 

that comes from the seemingly personal experiences of 

individual black woman lives. Black feminists and many 

more black women who do not define themselves as feminists 

have all experienced sexual oppression as a constant factor 

in the day to day existence. 

15 Deckard, n.2, p. 342. 

16 Hill, n.l~, p. 13. 
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alack feminists often talk about their fealings 

of craziness before becoming conscious of the concepts 

of sexual politics, patriarchal rule and most im?ortantly 

feminism, the political analysis and practice that women 

used to struggle against their oppression. Then the 

development is also tied down to the contemporary economic 

and political positions of the black people. The 

difference between male and female incomes is dramatically 

less among blacks than among whites, suggesting that sex 

alone is not the sole determinant of economic status. 

The black feminists movement was also tied down 

due to certain myths which were created by some black men 

and women in collaboration as the reaction to the "threat" 

posed by the change, which they thought would come due to 

the black feminists movement. These myths were as follows: 

(a) THE BIACK WOPJ.EN vlERE ALREADY LIBERATED - which was 

just to confuse the term "liberation". For those who were 

a part of the movement, it was argued that black women 

were already liberated as they had always gone out of the 

hoBse and worked. They headed the families and were 

seldom sheltered or pampered. The Black women knew that 

their lives in some ways incorporated the goals for which 

white middle class women were fighting for. The report 

presented by DANIEL P. MOYNIHAN regarding the "Matriarchy 

theory" further distorted the actual position of the 
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status of black woman. (b) PACISM WAS THE ONLY FACTOR 

0:-\ ONLY O?P?-ESSIOl'I SLACK 1--lOMEN HAD TO SUFFER. (c) FEMINISM 

':lAS NOTHING BUT 1'1AL~ HATING - which of course was not true, 

the movement certainly did not mean hate men. 17 

These were some of the "horre truths" or myths 

which coloured the black feminist movement. The fact 

is that there was a vital movement of woman of colour 

in America. 

unlike any other movement, Black feminism 

provides the theory that clarifies the nature of black 

women's ex_9erience, makes possible positive support from 

other black women and encourages political action that 

vrill change the very system w-....,_ich has put black women down. 

Inspite of the barriers which came in front of 

the black feminist movement, it made certain gains, not 

only in developing the theory, but also in day to day 

organizations. Black feminists have worked on countless 

issues. Some of these could be identified with previous 

feminist movements, which black women have defined as 

.their priorities. These were far from being irrelevant 

or peripheral to black people. The issues that have 

been focussed on, touch the basic core of their community's 

Survival. 

17 Barbara Smith, "Some Home Truths by Contemporary 
Black Feminist Movement", Black Scholar (Sausalite, Cali
fornia) vol. 16, March/April 1985, p. 4. 
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Some of the issues that have been worked upon 

are - reproductive rights, equal access to abortion, 

sterilization, abuse, health care, child care, the rights 

of the disabled, violence against women, rape, battering, 

sexual harassment, welfare rights, educational reforms, 

housing, legal reform, anti-imperialist struggles, anti-

racist movement, nuclear disarmament and preserving the 

. t 18 env1ronmen • These are some of the areas where black 

feminists have worked sometimes together with the white 

feminists. 

The question which worries the black community 

is the relevance of all this for the black woman. The 

white woman has been asserting that the oppressions faced 

by them and black women are common and blacks can not be 

free unless the women are free in the society. Even those 

who support the movement admit that many of its goals are 

class bound. Congress woman Shirley Chisholm, asserts 

that women's liberation with its emphasis on economic 

justice for women must be viewed as a contributing factor 

to the overall economic improvement of black women. As 

an example, she cited the National Day Care system advo-

cated by the women's movement as benefitting black women. 

18
Ibid., p. 10. 
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Black women also came into conflict with the 

women 1 s liberation movement on other issues. At the root 

of their rejection of the movement were the different 

historical experiences they had encountered and the fact 

that forms of oppression that the white woman has suffered 

have never ap~lied to the Black woman. ~'/hi te 'l'lOF'en for 

instance are protesting against the sheltered lives they 

lead i.e. being put on a pedestal and being confined to 

suburbia with all its gadgetarz. It is the white woman's 

desire to be emanicpated from her home in suburbia that 

is most incomprehensive to Black women. White women may 

be expressed as a group they are still white. Many black 

women feel that one of their greatest enemies has been the 

white women who for hundred of years underpaid and demanded 

the black women in the kitchens of America. 19 

A primary objection many black women have against 

involvement in the women 1 s movement is that it may estrange 

them from their men. This was explained by a black female 

spokesman v-1ho thought that "An organized effort to 'liberate' 

black women is, at best premature. Should we liberate 

her and leave black men and children - the rest of race 

to their own salvation, each seeking his own road to 

freedom". This in a way reiterates the belief of many 

black women that black men are not their enemies~ it is 

19 
·Staples, n.6, p. 169. 
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the oppressive forces in the larger society that subju-

gate black men, women, and children. One of the most 

obvious difference between black and white women is 

that while black women have suffered all the dis-

abilities of their sex, they have seldom been afforded 

the protection accorded to white women. Black men have 

never been allowed to protect their women. Thus black 

women have always been forced to take care of themselves. 

In the words of Congress woman Shirley Chishalm, 11 I have 

been liberated a long time. There are some aspects of 

\oJOmen 1 s liberation that relate to black woman, but the 

rest of it is balcony". 20 

MALE PERSPECTIVE OF THE WOMEN 1 S MOVEMENT 

Most men are conditioned th~ough the socialization 

process to believe that they are endowed with qualities of 

leadership and that women should play a subordinate role 

in human affairs. This form of male chauvinism is found 

everywhere in the world, and likewise for the men in 

America. But black men in the American society cannot 

help but be affected by the stereotyped roles of men and 

women. To a certain degree they try to use male supremacy 

values as do white men, but have been prevented from doing 

so by the various social forces which stop them from 

car~Jing out the suppression of their women. 

20 . 
Ibid., 172. 
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In reviewing the attitudes of blaCk male leaders 

towards black women writers and scholars have found a mixture 

of affection, a recognition of t~eir contribution to the 

black struggle for liberation, and a desire to protect them 

from the ravages of white racism. So when the question of 

black men's attitude towards women's movement came - then 

one black woman remarked that "Black men are the one group 

accustomed to women who are able and assertive because 

their mothers and sisters, were that way, and they can't 

reject t"!leir mothers, sisters and wives". 21 

Contrary to this belief the reaction of black 

men towards the women liberation movement or towards black 

feminism has been notoriously negative. They are, of course, 

even more threatened than black '\.Yomen by the possibility 

that black feminists might organize around their own needs. 

They realize that t!1ey might not only lose valuable and 

hard working allies in their struggle but that they might 

also be forced to change their habitually sexist vTay of 

interacting with an OPJ)ressing their women. 

Black feminism has been assailed on the ground that 

it divides the struggle and is a powerful deterrent to 

the gro\...rth of an autonomous black movement. 22 Inspite of 

21
Ibid., 

22 
Elizabeth F. Hood, "Black Women, 'tlhi te Women, 

separate path of liberation, Black Scholar, ' 
Sept./Oct. 1983, p.26. 
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all the fears, be lie fs and values black women did not 

join the movement in large numbers. 

Many changes have occurred in the roles of 

blacks and women in the past forty years v-1i t!-1 respect 

to their functions in American society because of aware-

ness of the impact of their own collective behaviour. 

World events and technological changes have affected the 

producer-consumer roles of the two groups. The contem

porary blaCk civil rights movement and the ensuing women's 

liberation movement stimulated changes in the organized 

behaviour of these recognized minorities. 

Homen, as blacks increased the awareness of 

themselves as underpaid, under-~·appreciated workers. They 

saw differences both in size of pay checks and in ins-

titutional attitudes towards their special needs as 

persons. Only an impetus was necessary for them to take 

collective action against sex-discrimination. The black 

Civil Rights l'-1ovement provided that impetus. 

Black and White Feminism - A Comparison 

Black and white women recognized the commonalities 

in their oppression and of those forces operating to 

establish the "structured conduciveness for changing their 

situations.
23 

Yet the two groups did not form a close 

23 
~,p,.27# 
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alliance against their comnon enemy, the patriarchal 

system. 

The contem9orary white women's movement failed 

in many respects to identify with the problems peculiar 

to her group, most of which arise from the triple burdens 

24 of racism, sexism and poverty. 

The socialisation process differs between blacks 

and whites in measurable ways, creating distance and 
\ 

suspicion. It has been seen that judicial courts and 

public opinion tend to favour white women with respect to 

concern for action against violence levelled at them. It 

accepts the physical appearance of white worren; the pro-

visions of benefits which will ensure them position of 

advantage in life and chances conducive to-their being 

reared in genteel, refined circumstances, and bearing the 

illogical white people's hate often hurled at blacks. 25 

Quantifiable differences between black and white 

women exist in all spheres of life: family income, educa-

t.ion, 0'1ployment opportunities, housing, acce!?s to leisure-

time activities, the arts etc. Racism in its virulence 

24 
lbid, p. 31 , 

25 ltlilliam H. Chafe, Women and Equality (New York, 
Oxford Univ. Press, 1977), pp. 52-53. 
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places black women at the bottom of the heap economically 

and socially. Since white women do not struggle against 

racism wit~ a fervour equal to that of their a~ti-sexist 

campaigns, there is no exact parallel between them and 

black women. Simply stated, white women as a group conti

nue to value their whiteness above their sex. 26 ':'he G-Q.lj; 

created by racial difference has not been bridged by the 

co~~onality of sex. 

The unwillingness of white women to identify with 

the problems of black women and her refusal to take the 

offensive against racism has set up barriers between the 

two groups. Black-white coalitions for civil rights have 

not been effective instrument in the struggle to eliminate 

racism. The problem of sexism t~erefore cannot command the 

undivided attention of blacks. 

'dhi te and black women cannot unite in their 

struggle against sex-discrimination until both groups 

recognize the functions of sexism and racism as contro-

lling structures in a system that presupposes ine~tality 

between the sexes and races. 'dhite women cannot be free 

until they reject all the forms of racism that separate 

them from black people. In the struggle for human rights,. 

26 
Hood, n.22, p. 35. 
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black and white women will follow separate paths so long 

as either group harbours illusions about the possibility 

of freedom becoming a reali~J before the existing structures 

f . d . rumbl 27 o rac~sm an seX1sm c e. 

Black women have voiced strong feelings and 

claimed that the struggle for women's liberation cannot 

be divorced from the struggle for black liberation. 

Thereby, they have created a situation wherein they have 

to engage simultaneously in two struggles. Black women 

can look back and recall the black minds operating with 

a raised level of consciousness towards the goal of 

liberation from the oppressive forces of racism. Many 

organizations were formed and strategies developed to 

bring about changes in the lives of blacks in such areas 

as housing, jobs, education, medical care and freedom from 

police harassment and brutality. 28 Yet it has been noticed 

that all the tactics employed did not bring about the 

desired result as far as the changes in the social and 

economic welfare of blacks and women were concerned. 

27 Ibid., p. 36. 

28Gloria, I. Joseph, and Jill Jewis, Common 
Differences: Conflicts in black and white feminist 
perspective (New York, Anchor 1981), p. 275~ 
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3lack \.-Jomen 1 s initial .::-eaction to'>-Iards the women 1 s 

movement was one of distrust. Their initial responses 

were ones of sneering, jeering, ignoring and dismissal. 

The white •..ramen 1 s attitudes tov.Tards the black 

liberation movement a.!d to'.-iards black warren in their 

movement, have been undergoing a change during the last 

few years. Some of their political strategies started 

to change when faced with black women 1 s demands and anger. 

It cannot be denied that black women's liberation in 

America, like the status of all blacks, requires radical 

remedies. slack women and all blacks are consigned to 

seeking radical ends in a system whose structure is extra

ordinarily well organised to prevent any real changes from 

taking place. 

The 3lack Homen have a long history that enforces 

their attitude that, "there a in 1 t gonna be no real changes 

made for our be ncfi. t under the present system 11
•

29 This 

belief is one of the reasons that black women view the 

women 1 s movement with suspicion·. 

One ·thing which needs to be clearly understood 

is that the sexist or racist policies exist not simply 

29Ibid., p. 275. 
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r 
because of white male leaders who are inseD3itive to the 

moral implications of the system 1 s discrimir.ati::m against 

women and blacks. The replacement of these leaders with 

black women will not necessarily make things ~tter, 

change will depend on the nature of the persons 1 political 

analysis and vision, not on the col•')Ur of the skin or 

gender. Sparring is not the answer, nor is it a matter 

of questioning one another's oppressions or comparing 

oppressions, or taking comfort in the commonness of 

oppressions, or wallowing in a sense of being victimized. 

Black women have to realize that sex-discrimination 

is an integral part of the dominant governmental, economic, 

educational, legal and family institutions of the American 

society, that the sexism surrounds them ~~d is ready to 

impinge on their lives oppressively at every moment as they 

try to survive within a society run by capitalist white 

males. They also need to realise that if these white men 

felt it necessary to employ sexism as a means to further 

subjugate black women they would do so in the wink of an 

eye. Both white and black '\>romen should no longer be fooled 

into thinking that by pressing their personal "most severe 

oppressions", or making a pitch that "their" oppression is 

the severest of oppressions, they will achieve any substan

tive gains. 30 

30 Joseph and Lewis, n. 28, p. 280. 
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The juxtaposition of blaCk women consciousness 

and white feminism sets the stage for the need to cons

truct different political sites for challenging the un

satisfactory realities of the male-female polarities. 

The differences recognized in the sexual relationships 

between black men and women, in contrast to white men 

and women relate to the question of power. 

Black feminism is the context for the develop

ment of black defined struggles, examining the sexist 

tensions and conflict in the terms of black culture and 

its shaping within and against white dominant culture. 

It has to seek ways in which black women and men can 

politically negotiate the tensions and abuse in a way that 

reinforces their coll abo:::-ati,..)n against racism. If black 

feminism has a co~itted solidarity with men, then their 

anti-racist imperative of white feminism has to seek 

political visions and strategies ~1at have men on the 

agenda, not just committed individuals, but also in terms 

of coalition against the particular forms of patriarchal 

racist and capitalist society. 

The foremost objective obviously, for all black 

people, which emerges is the elimination of the racial 

prejudices. The black are aspiring for their liberation 

in the United States. The second priority is, being able 
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to establish a decent way of life for t'!eir families. 

Once they have achieved these, then and only then, may 

oe, the black women will be able to take up elimination 

of oppression based on sex-discrimination as the first 

objective. 



CHAPTER-IV 
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EXPERIENCES OF THE FEW FAMOUS BlACK WOMEN 

To Fredrick Douglass, an abolitionist leader 

is credited the plea that "the Negro be not judged by 

the heights to w:1 ich he has risen but by the depths from 

which he has climbed". 1 Judged on that basis, a few of 

the negro women embody one of ~~e modern miracles of the 

new world. 

The black woman was the most pathetic figure on 

the American continent, she was not a person, in the 

opinion of many, but a thing, Whose personality had no 

claim to the respect of mankind. She was a household 

drudge a means of getting distasteful work done, she was 

an animated agriculture implement to augment the service 

of mules and plows in cultivating and harvestL~g t~e 

cotton crop. She was an automatic incubator, a producer 

of human live stock, beneat~ ~mose heart and lungs more 

potential labourers could be bred and nurtured and brought 

2 
to thelight of toilsome day. Today she stands side by 

side with the finest manhood, her race has been able to 

produce. Whatever glory belongs to the people for an 

1auoted in Lerner Gerda, Black vlomen in White 
America (New York, Random House, 1972), p. 579. 
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unprecedented developrre nt in history in a short :period 

of time, a full share belongs to the womanhood of the 

race. 

By the very force of circumstances, the part she 

has played in the progress of the race has been of nece-

ssity to a certain extent, subtle and indirect. She has 

not ah.,rays been :perrni tted a place in the front ranks where 

she could show her face and make her voice heard with 

effect •••• (But). She has been quick to seize every 

opportunity which presented itself to her.
3 

One can easily imagine how many difficulties 

she must have faced to achieve something which she had 

been denied all her life. In thjs chapter an effort 

would be made to trace the rise of a few black women to 

the pinnacle of fame and glory. These women reached the 

top and attained excellence in their chosen field. They 

came from diverse backgrounds and attained success in 

different fields but they had something in 'co~non'; 

they resolutely refused to accept the inferior status 

that the society had thrust upon them. These examples 

are illustrative rather than exhaustive. 

3 Gerda, n.l, p. 576. 
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Shirley Chisholm 

Shirley st. ~ill Chisholm's rise to national 

prominence in the United States political system Has an 

outstanding achievement for a woman and for a person of 

colour. The national attention she received reached its 

peak in 1972, when she announced her name for Presidency 

from the Democratic Party and campaigned for it. Indeed, 

her sex, her black skin, and foreign parentage caused 

the most progressive segments of society to question 

Chisholm's potential as a political leader in a tradi-

tionally white, male-dominated arena. 

During her campaign she highlighted her years 

of working her way up through grass roots politics, fight-

ing past barriers at every step of the way, nartially 

!:::lecause she was black but mostly because she was a \-loman. 

She pointed out how she made it within the system inspite 

of 4 the sys tern. By her candidacy she desired to give 

the most neglected group in American society a real voice, 

and the votes she received made one thing clear t~at 

minorities in America were going to be a force to be reckon 

with. In one of her campaign speeches where she talked 

about the economic justice for women she said; "when one 

4Nancy Hicks, The Honourable Shirley Chisholm 
Congress Woman from Brooklyn (New York, Lion Book, 1971), 
p. 172. 
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group of society is as oppressed as &~erican women, no 

one can be free", Males with their anti-feminists atti

tudes maim both themselves a1d their women. 
5 

She repea-

tedly stressed that like black people, women had to face 

bias; such is the predicament of all American women and 

multiplied for those of us who operate under racial 

. d' 6 preJu 1.ces. ifuen asked as to where was the discrimi-

nation and bias in the system when she could get so far 

she replied that, "on the contrary my battle was long, 

incredibly hard and continual. Because I pushed, I 

encountered the strong prejudices of less competent 

males both black and white". 
7 

The unique personal and professional strengths 

that undergird Chisholm's impressive career as a public 

servant had their roots in her humble, strictly disci-

plined childhood. "I am unbossed and unbought", she said 

over and over again. She would say, "This is my symbol 

and I intend to maintain it even if it costs me my poli-

tical life. I rose to prominence because of my ability 

to take a stand. If I change now, the young and black 

people in this count~J would be disillusioned. If you are 

5
Hicks, n.4, p. 172. 

7 
Ibid., p. 192. 
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a leader, you are supposed to act like one you are not 

supposed to straddle. I want to be this kind of free 

til I d ' II 8 agent un le • 

Early Years: 

3om to parents who immigrated from Barbados 

and Guiana, Chisholm was endowed 'IIi t.., a strong sense of 

ethnic pride, which was perhaps why she was able to 

violate the implicit and explicit behaviour codes which 

had prevented many United States born blacks from exce-

lling. 

Strong family ties, helped Shirely to reinforce 

ideals which were inculcated by her parents, who believed 

strongly in British value of education, individual 

initiative and enterpreneurship, but were opposed to the 

11 divine right of kings" and scorned the inherent racism 

ru~d colonialism. Instead her father chose to be a strong 

supporter of Marcus Garvey's movement of 1920s a:-~d a firm 

believer in the declaration that "Black is Beautiful". 

Her father was a very proud blackman a.'1d he instilled that 

pride in his children 'a pride in outselves and our race 

9 that was not as fashionable at that time as it is today''. 

8 Frank P. Le Veners and Jane P. Sweeney, Women 
Leaders in Contern ora· u.s. Politics (Colorado, Lynne 
Rienner Publishers, 1987 , p.11. 

9 !bid., p. 10. 
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The racially changing Brooklyn co~,unity in which Chisholm 

was reared was also catalytic in forming her understanding 

of systematic racism at a very young age. 

Throughout her school years, Shirley Chisholm 

excelled academically but the educational options avail

able to her were constricted by racial and sexual bias 

of the war years. She was offered scholarship to Oberlin 

and to Vassar for her brilliance during her high school 

years, but could not avail it as her parents were not in 

a position to afford a room out of the town school. So 

she went to Brooklyn College, where black were not allowed 

in the campus/social clubs, so she and some of her friends 

formed a black women's student society which she named 

11 IPOTHIA" an acronym for "in pursuit of the highest in 

all". Besides her efforts the harsh reality of racism 

in higher education and systematic exclusion of blacks 

and women from vocations in medicine science and law, 

limited her choice to professions. In fact, blacks were 

not even permitted to enter the social work professi0ns 

as late as the 1940s. After graduating from Columbia 

University with a B.A. and M.A. in education she began 

her career as a school teacher and later assumed the 

directorship of a day care centre. 

Shirley Chisholm's work in elementary education 

and school administration reinforced her intention to 
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fight ignorance and poverty at all levels of society. 

Ser involvement in local politics gave her a practical 

education in the working process of the Democratic party 

and sharpened her ability to turn ideas and beliefs into 

votes. The turning point in her professional career came 

when she came in contact with a blind professor of poli

tical science who gave her all the encouragement and made 

it possible for her to take the big and daring step to 

enter into politics. He in other words gave her the 

"push" that was needed to enter into political arena. 

During the early years of her career in politics 

Shirley fought diligently on behalf of working class 

citizens in her district, w~ich was (12t~ Congressional 

District in Brooklyn). The period between 1960s and 70s 

was crucial for Shirley Chisholn. Dur.ing this neriod, 

she gained a reputation as a maverick and troublemaker -

qualities which proved beneficial in the later years for 

her to fight against the inequalities in the system. 

IJi th the support of progressive white and black voters, 

she was able to form a club called Unity Democratic Club 

as an alternative to the existing political machine in 

her district. The first major victory of this "rainbow 

coalition" was the election of Thomas R. Jones as the 

First Black assembly ~~n from Brooklyn district. But 
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t':! is victory was overshadoHed by her nomina ticn for the 

posi~ion of state representative of the district, where 

s·-,e had to face a great deal of resistance a~1d challenges 

of rtlales i;oth black and -.,.,hi te. In fact, she had to 

suffer from racism in the Democratic Party from liberal 

as -.,.,rell as Conservative groups and sexism on the part 

of white a~d blackmen proved to be challenging life 

forces throughout her long career as a public officialo 

The Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm 

Elected to the 9lst Congress in 1969 she was 

preceded by her reputation as an unpredictable black 

a~d uncontrollable woman. As it is she was breaking the 

precedent merely by bing who and what she was. Anyone 

could see that there were a very few women in the House 

and fewer blacks and there was only one black Congress-

woman. 

She was simply being a first which meant a lot. 

Being a first black woman vTas one thing but \vhat she did 

later was uncharacteristic of the newly elected legislator. 

She stood up to protest against her committee assignment; 

she objected to being appointed to the Committee on agri

culture. She pointed out that there were only nine blacks 

in the house. Since they were not represented in proportion 

to their numbers in the country, it was obligatory on the 



88 

part of the Congress to see to it that the few there 

were in the House should be in the place or Committee 

in which they could do some good to their people, she won 

her argument. Though the assignment she got afterwords 

was not veDJ good according to her but was certainly 

better than forestary com~ittee. vfuile in Congress 

she maintained a heavy speaking schedule, her maiden 

speech in Congress in which she expressed her strongest 

antiwar feelings, caused her_to be in great demand on 

the nation's campuses, the heart of the antiwar move-

ment, because she was the first black Congress woman. 

She was also sought after by the fast growing women 

liberation groupse She spoke on various issues, made 

speeches in the Congress relating to the Bussing dilemma, 

black politics and women and labour and many other causes. 

On child development she s."3id, 11 There are thirtytwo million 

working women in the United States, who have over five 

million children but only t't1o per cent get child care 

facilities, the rest face the nightmarish task and 

-
change of baby sitters Congress is enacting one of the 

most important pieces of legislatio_n that \vill be 

appecting the lives of all kinds of children in the 

10 country. 

10congressi~nal Quarterly Almanas 1971 (TtJashington 
D.C., 1971), P• 659. 
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on the Emergency Detention, in the House she 

said the mere presence of the Act on the books is offen-

sive especially to "Americans of Colour". "Today it is 

not the Kuklux :Klan or the syndicate whose doors are 

bei:1g kicked in, it is the 'Black ~anthers' skin colour 

gentlemen, that is the criteria it makes us special 

targets". 11 

She was offered the position of President of 

National Association for the Repeal of Abortion Laws 

(NARAL). She declined the offer, but continued to make 

appearances and campaigned on its behalf. Many black 

leaders objected to her sup~:ort to (NARAL), as many of 

them saw it as racial attack on the blacks. They argued 

that through these laws whites wanted to restrict black 

gro-vrth and such progra:nr:1es were labelled as "genocide" 

by blacks. 

The development and implementation of human 

services programr~es for women, minori tles, and poor were 

halmarks of Chisholm's legislative tenure. She also 

fought hard for equitable administration of existing 

laws for all disenfranchised and marginated groups, but 

the most outstanding achievements in her political career 

11congressional Quarterly Almanac, 1970, 
Washington D.c., 1970), p. 567. 

. . . . --
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'i·las when she offered her candidature for the office of 

the ?resident in 1971. Her candidacy opened doors for 

women and minorities by serving as a catalyst for 

aggressive political action and exposed t~e racism and 

sexism of many so-cal~ed liberal Democrats. 

She was not the only black politician thinking 

along these lines. Black political activity had increased 

greatly since 1 68. Each election year br0ught more black 

office holders on state and local levels, more black 

mayors of major cities, more black Congressmen. Many 

black political leaders felt that the black vote could be 

significant factor in the upcoming elections if it were 

12 organised and used properly. 

On January 25th 1972 in a press Conference she 

formally announced her bid for the nomination as the 

Presidential candidate of the Democratic party. She said 

at a rally of her supporters: 

I stand be fore you today as a candidate for 
the Democratic nomination for the Presidency 
of the United States. I am not the candidate 
of Black America, although I am a black and 
proud. I am not the candidate of women's 
movement of this country, although I am a women 

12James Haskins, Fighting Shirley Chishalm 
(New York, Alfred A. Knoph, 1975}, p. 153. 
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and ru~ e~ually pround of t~at. I am not 
candidate of any ~olitical bosses or special 
interests •••• I &~ t~e candidate of t~e 
people.13 

Deeply com~itted to the cause of equal justice 

to :Olacks and \vomen, she refused to become the captive 

of either faction - a position that precipitated a 

better po\·ler stn1ggle between members of both groups. 

Her stand was not even supported by blacks and 

she described black male antipathy for her campaign as 

simple chauvinism. She charged that "'::>lack male poli-

ticians were no different than white male politicians 

• • • • Her campaign was underfinanced and lacked 

effective orgcnization. She was unable to draw crowds 

even in black neighbourhoods. The time for a black \•Toman 

?residential candidate had not arrived. And she knew 
a 

that she vras flag bearer for a time that was yet to come. 

Shirley Chisholm's ascent to a position of power and 

respect in a male dominated and male controlled pro-

fessions was far from easy. She often stated to the dis-

pleasure of black males that sexism was by far the strongest 

barrier to her success. Her espousal of feminism aroused 

the ire of both blackmen and worren, because many committees 

see ·the feminist movement as synoymous with white middle 

·13 rbid., p. 195. 

14venees and sweenly, n.7, p. 17. 



92 

class female privilege. As white v:o:ne:1 have traditionally 

benefitted from racism and have failed to effectively 

challenge inequities facing women of colour, many white 

~·!omen did not support Shirley • s bid for ?residency. 

3ut Hha tever may be the attitude of t~e people, Shirley 

Chisholm was always com:nitted to eq~al opportunity for 

both blacks and women. She was a strong supporter of 

~qual Rights Amendment for women, and her com~itment has 

remained constant ever since. She was part of the black 
-....! 

caucus, ~hich was r ..... ·~'of the black caucu~ which was 

composed of thirteen representatives in the 92nd Congress. 

These members who served the 91st Congress representated 

all black Americans. They wanted ?resident Nixon•s total 

co~mitment to the goal of equal rights for all Americans. 

Then she was also a supporter of the 'shadow cabinet• in 

the house to oversee federal enforc~~ent of civil rights 

laws in response to conclusion of a report to the United 

~ t t i i i . 1 . ht 15 ;:;, a es Corrun ss on on C VJ. RJ.g s. 

During a telephone i:1terview in the mid 1980s, 

Shirley pointed out that females in politics face a harder 

battle than their white counter-parts. In essence the 

barriers of sexism in political life have been bridged 

to a great extent but racism·still poses a threat to 

,'residential hopefuls. 

----··---

15 Congressional Quarterly Almanac, 1970, n.ll, 
p. 690. 
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Realizing the validity of this perceptions 

many fe!1l2le activists and policy makers who also hap·,en 

to be black 1t1ere f; rming their ovm coalitions and asso

ciatio~s in the seve~ties. The most dynamic of these 

organizations was Natio!l.al Black Political Cacus, vlhich 

'.vas started by Shirley Chisholm. To some the format;_ons 

of such organizations confirrred the exclusion of blaGJ:c 

woman from existing organizations as a complement to 

traditional women's associations. 

Shirley resigned from Congress in 1982 because 

she was disappointed by the conservative mood in the 

country. She paved the way for other women politicians 

by sensitizing the Democratic Party and the United States 

political system to the dynamism and ethical leadership 

of v1omen. She symbolized change and progressive reform

in the political system. 

Shirley Chisholm provided an excellent example 

for women in policy making process. She represented 

strength and ability to fight the challenges, barriers 

put up by the male dominated system. She knew how to 

make place for oneself in the anti-feminist and racist 

society. 
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Barbara Jordon 

Barbara Jordon Has the first black \vorren t.o 

be elected to Texas legislature. She \vas not the first 

to reach the political arena. 3ut she did rise to great 

heights which \·Jere C()ns ide red impossible for black Homen 

to reach. She fought her way through braving the struggles 

and overcoming the difficulties in her path of success. 

She wrote later that at the very beginning of her career 

she promised to herself: "I am not going to be like the 

rest, my point of reference was other black people. It 

seemed an impossibility to make any transition to that 

larger world out there" •
16 

She Has born in 1936, and spent her early years 

with her grandfather as her parents financial condition 

was not very sound. She learned quite a lot from her 

grandfather who vTOuld tell her not to be like other kids, 

he would say, "you just trot your own horse and don't get 

17 into the saJne rut as everyone else". 

She •,-rent back to stay with her parents, but it 

was very difficult in early days and there would be 

fights and arguments all the time. Explaining the 

16 
Barbara Jordon and Shelby Hearon, Barbara 

Jordon: A Self-Portrait (New York, Double day Co. Garden 
City, 1979), P• 1. 

17rbid., p. 7. 
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situation at her home she said, "So I was as accepting 

of life then as I could manage, because I did not have 

a choice. It could have been fun to rebel at some point, 

but I did it, I had to be where I was because at that 

point in time, I had to be taken care of by my parents. 

I knew there were things that I \vanted to be different 

for me at some later date, but most of time I went along 

18 \·lith the things as they were". 

She did her schooling from Phyllis vfueatly High 

School, and was ~~osen by a National black sorority that 

looked over a roster of senior girls to select one who 

was most outstanding. She was selected to become The Girl 

of the Year in 1952. Then Barbara added another award 

to her long list of oratorical awards by winning the state 

-
award of the United States Association on 3rd July in 

vTaco. Then again on 4th July when she represented the 

state of Texas at the National Convention, she got the 

first prize which included $ 299, scholarship to .. school 

of her own choice and a literacy medal. 

On graduating from the school, in a statement 

to Informer (Black magazine). She said, "It • s just 

another milestone I have passed, it's just the beginningn. 19 

18 Ibid., p. 7. 
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It was indeed a beginning to a successful career for 

::;a.:-:-:J,::!.:::-u. But she felt that winning a medal was not 

en~ugh. It was going to take more t~an one mdeal to do 

anything, for the children who were cons ide red good 

enough to play the blaCk maid in the elementary school 

presentations. She told herself that if she Hanted to 

be one of the few blaCks who made it in the white vTorld, 

then she had better move. Her first step to\vards it 

v-1as taken when she joined the law school in Boston 

University. There were six hundred students in all and 

out of them only six were women and two black \~men, 

Barbara and Issie. 

In the laH school also they had to suffer the 

discrimination of being a woman as the professor's did 

not call the "ladies" very much to recite in the class. 

ilomen were just tolerated and not considered really top 

class \-Then it came to the study of the law. 

Change was no doubt taking place in the American 

society but at a very slow pace. Barbara was of the 

opinion that since the decision of Brown Vs Board of 

Education that happened ages ago nothing much has been 

done. The only way to move things along, she concluded, 

was to get into a position where you could implement laws. 
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That was when she seriously started thinking of getting 

into politics. Then the time came and she graduated 

successfully from the law school and got her degree, 

but that was not the opening for her to get into politics. 

She did not even know~nfluential people in political 

arena. So whatever had to be done it had to be done 

by herself. 

She decided to participate in the Presidential 

campaign of 1960 which was going on for John F. Kennedy 

and Lyndon Johnson who were running for President and Vice 

President respectively. She started helping the campaigner 

with the development of a black workers programme. It was 

very successful and there was 80 per cent turn out, which 

was the best 'get out and vote' that anybody could recall 

in that country. By the time the campaign ended she had 

earned the reputation of being a good orator. That was 

the time when she was actually bitten by the 'political 

bug'and she could not turn "political loose". As a result, 

she stood for Texas legislature in 1962 and campaigned 

under the slogan "retrenchrrent and reform". She was one 

of the twelve candidates who stood from that particular 

district. It was during this campaign that for the first 

time she got standing ovation after she finished -~iving 

her speech. 
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The response she was getting never shO\'ved that 

sl:.e would lose, but t.vhen she did, she realized that she 

did well in black areas, but in other places she could 

not get the votes. The votes just did not come from white 

people. She Hondered where she went wrong when a pro-

fessor at Rice University told her that, 'you know it's 

going to be hard for you to win a seat in the Texas 

legislature. You have got too much going against you. 

You are black, you are a woman and you are large, people 

20 
do not really like that image". Initially, she thought 

these were just the side issues but later she came to 

realize that these issues were indeed very important, 

she decided that she \·vould win with these things attached 

to her name. She lost again in 1964 elections. After 

that she wondered whether she should stay in politics or 

not? Her family members wanted her to forget politics 

and get married which was not to be the case for Barbara 

as she was determined to make place for herself in the 

society. She realized that the public expectations were 

different for a man and for a woman. Where a man was con-

cerned, the public perception was that man was supported 

to get out and lead and make decisions but a woman had to 

have, one and above and beyond other aspirations, a home 

20 -
Ibid., p. 115. 
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and family. That was what every normal woman was 

supposed to want and if Barbara did not w~~t it then 

21 
she must not be normal. 

Since her defeat in 1964, she was working as the 

administrative assistant to country ~udge Bill Elliot, 

and at night in her own office. But a year later she 

decided to stand again in the elections but this time 

as the State Senator she had to stand against Charli 

Whitefiled who was a good liberal and staunch labour 

supporter. 

During her campaign, in one of the speeches she 

said, "I ran race in 1962, you endorsed me and I lost, 

I came again in 1964, but the same result. I want you 

to know I have no intention of being a three tiroo loser." 22 

She won that election making a nation-wide news, 

by becoming first black woman in the Texas legislature, 

one of a small group of the first blaCks elected in the 

South since Reconstruction. She S"'lid that, "this is the 

way it ought to be. I am going to stay in the Senate as 

23 long as I want to stay there nobody can stop me now". 

The law had allowed Barbera at last to enter the all white 

world of good old boys. 

21 Ibid., p. 118. 

22Ibid., p. 132. 

23 
Ibid., P• 134o 
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Barbara Jordon - The Senator 

In her maiden speech she gave her full support 

to liberal leader 3abe Schwartz's opposition to adding 

of c·ne per cent city sales tax to the existing state 

sales tax. Schwartz's responded by praising her maiden 

effort. By the time she presented her first bill, she 

had learnt to take advantage of the mutual trust. 

During the presentation of her bill she said, "I am a 

member of two groups long discriminated against in Texas 

politics. But I d5.. scovered the "'eight of t.'"lose factors 

that are a part of whatever I am, will sometimes cause 

people to vote for an issue. I am in favour of rather 

than against it ... 24 Then being black and female instead 

of a liability proved an asset when she could get passage 

for her Fair Employment ~ractices Act, Senate Bill 79, 

(FEPC) created and provided for the regulation of dis

criminatory acts in employment. She was re-elected to 

Senate for four years term in 1968. She had to stand 

again because of redistricting in the state. She was 

elected for two years in 1966 and again in 1968 but this 

time for the four year term. All this proved just a 

stepping stone for her successful career later in the 

United States Congress. 

24 
Ibid., p. 148. 
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Barbara Congresswoman 

Hhen she called for Lyndon Johnson the then 

President, at the fund raising cocktail :party it was a 

sort of a campaign for her to ;-:e elected for the u.s. 

Congress. While making a speech at the party, the 

President said, "Barbara Jordon proved to us that black 

'is beautiful, she is a women of keen intellect and 

unusual legislative ability, a symbol proving that we 

can over come, wherever she goes she is going to be at 

the top, \vherever she goes all of us are going to be 

behind her, 11 So blacks and Horren can vote for Barbara 

25 Jordon and feel good". Then she entered the history 

books by becoming the 'Governor for one day' of her state. 

She was also put on the Judicia~] Committee for the 

impeachment of President Nixon, but nothing came out of 

it as President resigned and Gerlad Ford became the 

President. 

In 1968 the u.s. Congress had passed the omnibus 

crime c~ntrol and safe street Act. This act had created 

the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration (LEAA) with 

the purpose of assisting the state and local governments 

in their law enforcement activities. The Act however did 

not provide for civil rights. In 1973, in the very first 

session of her first term the act ca~ for renewal. 

25 Ibid., p. 159. 
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3arbara decided to register her presence by attacking 

the bill's lacunae, regarding the civil rights. Horking 

out what became known as the Jordan Amendment, Barbara 

proposed to mandate the use of federal funds in a non-

discriminatory fashiono Having taken the a~endment 

through the sub-com~ittee and the whole committee, she 

retained it on the floor of the House where it passed. 

After it came out of the Senate in substantially different 

fOnm and was sent to conference com~ittee headed by Senator 

John L. HcClellan (Democrat, Arkansas) and 3arbara was 

made the confree which was a unique position for a fresh 

person and also for someone who originally proposed the 

wording. The amendment was passed and inserted into the 

Bill. 26 

Host important of her civil rights work was 

her getting extention to voting rights acts which she 

considered had effectively prohibited blacks in various 

covert, convoluted ways since they '~Jere given the right 

in the Fifteenth Amendment. It required only blacks to 

define such terms as expost facto and habeas corous, or 

the financially discriminating poll tax which 'rexas had 

used. In 1975 she introduced an amendment to bill's 

---- -------------
26 Congress and the Nation, vol. IV (~'lashington 

D.c., 1973), pp. 562-564. 
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renewal requiring that Texas be placed under its 

jurisdiction. 

She was asked to be the character ivi tness of 

(?orDer ~exas Governor) John Connolly who was accused of 

acce)ting illegal gifts in 1975 but was later cleared of 

all accusations against him. 

In the Democratic party's nominati~g conven-

tion in 1976, she was asked by the party bosses to be 

the key note speaker. The Democratic nominee Jimmy Carter 

won elections. After the elections she was often 

asked whether she would be in President Carter's cabinet. 

She Has offered many alternative positions like the ones 

in the United Nations, Solicitor General and others but 

she wanted to 0ecome the 'Attorney General', she was very 

firm and therefore she was not ta~en in the Carter's 

Cabinet. 

She had other things to look forward to about 

which she knew nothing. In 1977, she received a letter 

from Harvard University, informing her that she had been 

selected for an Honorary Doctoral Degree to be given to 

her at the University's June commencement. She was con-

vinced that she had reached a point in her life where she 

was going to be heard and attended to. She recalled, 
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"uhether I yrc~ '::aced my name Hi th Representative Congress 

'lioman, Senutor or whatever and if I had reached that 

point, then I did not have to be a part of those political 

institutions which demand so much of one's time in a 

routine \vay". 27 She decided to move into a new di.:.ection, 

and utilize her time in such a way that it ,,,Tould be 

structured by country's needs as she perceived them. 

On the day she was going to get her Doctorate 

Degree, she was asked to speak for few minutes and she 

did. It '\lias again for the "first time" for a black woman 

to address the Harvard Com~encement and for any individual 

to be selected both by the Honory Degree Com~ittee and 

the speaker's comr'cittee. That Has the time \-Then she made 

her exit from politics, and \·Tent into the teaching 

orofession and is still teaching. 

Mahalia Jackson 

I'1ahalia Jackson 1 s life and achievement is being 

presented here not because she has been in politics, but 

because sh~ had become famous and won recognition. She 

like the other two was born in poverty and therefore had 

to struggle hard even to survive. She did not have time 

to study, but inspite of all hardships, she managed to 

make people of America accept her for what she was; a black 

27 
Ibid., p. 49. 
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and a \.,oman. Hith her singing, she smashed all the 

barriers erected by the ·vfui te ~-Jorld. 

Born on Water Street in New Orleans in 1911, 

betHeen the rail tracks and the level of the Mississippi 

River, she grew up in a mixed neighbourhood with Negroes, 

grench, Creoles and Italians, all trying to scratch out a 

living. She lived with her parents on the plantation 

and saw real sufferings of the slaves and how they were 

treated by their masters, how little they earned for 

their living. In those days coloured children were allmved 

to go to school only on the rainy days whereas white 

children were allowed to go to school every day. The day 

the sun shone in the sky, the coloured children were 

supposed to be out in the field cropping cotton. The 

coloured schools went as far as fifth grade because the 

blacks were supposed to teach themselves only upto that. 

~-1oreover, whites did not want them to get higher education. 

'i/hen she was only five years old her mother died, 

and she started living with her Aunt Duke Hhere her life 

completely changed. So long she was the pet of the family 

but her aunt put an end to all the fun~.-_ she was used to 

having.' Her aunt was very serious and believed· 

in Church and her work, which was to be life for her 

from then on. She started vrorking, she would do things 
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like scrubbing the floors vlith red bricks and \vashi;l.g 

cJ.othes. She recalled later; "Growing up, I knew that 

some of the children I played with were white and I 

was coloured but it rrade :10 difference 11
• 

28 

She was used to going to white people's house 

with her aunt who used to work there, and thus had 

reasons to meet some nice white people who treated blacks 

nicely and gave them nice things. She had a good voice 

and used to sing in the Church. By the tirre nahalia was 

sixteen, she had seen many people shift from New Orleans 

to Chicago because anyone 'l.vho 'l.·Tould come back home from 

Chicago would tell others how much better the life was 

in Chicago. Certainly there \>Tere more facilities than 

in New Orleans. Jackson was encouraged to use all her 

savings as a nursemaid and laundress and go to Chicago. 

Chicago by then had become the greatest centre 

for black race in America. The life of blacks in Chicago 

was in full bloom. For Hahalia going to Chicago v1as a 

real treat a~d ve~J exciting to see blacks doi~g so well 

for themselves. Before she could organise her life in 

the metropolitan city and think of continuing her studies, 

28!-iahalia Jackson and Evan Hcleod Hylie, 
Moving on up (New York, 1966), p. 23. 
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her aunt fell ill and she had to go ~ack to 1dha t s:1e Has 

best at ·oeing a maid or \•Tasherwoman. 

Mahalia the Gos~l Singer 

Her Aunt Alice took her to one of their Churches, 

Salem Baptish Church and that \•Tas the right road for 

:~analia to "da.lk on in Chicago. Then she met the founder 

of the Church and his family. Reverred Johnson on hearing 

that she had learnt singing invited her to try out for 

th2ir choir. She subsecluently recorded her first public 

performance as follows: "There \-lere fifty people in the 

choir, but at the first rehearsal that voice of mine got 

going ove:r;all the rest. -~·Jhen the choir leader waved his 

hand to stop us short, I was ready to die, but then I was 

asked to try the solo and everybody liked the way I sang 

a!-:d I became the member of the choir". 29 

Hhen the depression hit Chicago the life of 

the blacks fell apart. Mahalia had by then joined the 

'Johnson Gospel Singers' formed by Johnson brothers. It 

was the first Gospel singer group in the city. Initially 

they Hould sing only for the Church but later on they 

were asked around. Their little group was just what the 

Churches needed to keep their doors open, and they Hould 

earn $ 1.50 each night for singing in the churches. They 

29
Ibid., Po 49. 
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sang all over the south side ar.d invitations came from 

outside the city for them to and visit coloured churches 

in dO\·mstate Illinois and Indiana. 

On t1--:e advise of some of her admirers i-~aha lia 

save some money to taJ;-.e lessons. ~he and another of her 
·' 

I' 

friend went to Prof~ssor Dubois :t-1usie School_ 'Who after 

listening to her said, "you've got to learn to stop 

hollering. It Hill take time to bU:ild up your voice. 

The way you sing is not a credit to the Negro race, 

you've got to learn to sing songs, so that white people 

30 
can understand them". She wondered how could she sing 

to make white people understand when she was coloured 

herself. That \vas the first a:.1d last lesson for 1-lahalia. 

She never bothered with them again in her life. 

Her singing Has getting better with each day and 

she was able to earn $ 10 per night for herself. The more 

gospel s Ltging got hold in Chicago and around the city, 

the more and more objections started coming from minis-

ters, who said that her way of singing was not dignified. 

Her reply to these people was that "she was serving God, 

no one had to teach her how to do it, and said that what 

h d 'd 'tt . th ':)'bl d h d l't .d " 31 s.e 1. was wr1. en 1.n .e ul. e, an s e rea every ay. 

30
Ibid., p. 69. 

31Ibid., p. 59. 
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iiost of the criticism in those early days carne from 

weal thy blacks, but they did not do a thing to help her. 

The only _9erson who helped her was an undertaker and 

-:>ol i tic ian Dob Hiller v-1ho vias the first one to present 

her in concert in High School and raised her concert's 

admission fee from a dime to forty cents. She made a 

promise to God that she would sing only the Gospel 

songs, and did just that. 

In 1935, she married Isaac Hockenbull, a graduate 

from Fisk University, but could not get along and they 

were divorced after some time. After her divorce she said, 

11 that I was meant to give my life to Church that it had 

to be that way and she is not ashamed of it 11
• 

32 

She was earning enough monPv to keep herself 

away from maids \vork but still she could not depend solely 

on her singing. She opened up a 11 Beauty Salon" and a 

11 Florist Shop" both shops gave good business to her. 

In 1946, she brought out her first record of 

her song "t1oving on up"; that record moysd so fast that 

it mad,:~ her famous but only with blacks. ':::'hen in 1950, 

she was invited to attend a conference which was held to 

discuss and lecture about folk music and jazz. After the 

32
rbid., p. 63. 
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conference, it seemed 2s ir the dam had broken. She uas 

invited by Ed Sullivan to ap0-:ear on his T.V. shcYvl. She 

vlas made the official soloist for the National Baptist 

convention the largest Negro Church group in the \vorld 

and t~en came the invitation from New York for her to 

give a concert at Carnegie. All the previous records 

·r,.rere broken regarding the attendance at the Hall, and 

ct~s wrote lovely reviews. She was a success and a 

credit to the Carnegie Hall, where she became the regular 

singer. After seeing the success and affection she got 

from the people she thought, ~~~r.ay be I have turned a corner, 

may be I am going to be accepted just for myself and not 

treated differently because I am a Negro 11
•

33 But she 

realized how \vrong she was \'/hen in 1954, instead of doing 

a local programme on a big CBS station in Chicago she 

1.-1anted the prograrrune to be on the netHork. She \·las stunned 

by the answer she got, "you are alright here \vith a local 

s9onsor, but there is not a sponsor who sells his production 

dm.;n south that would ta:·:.e a chance on a Negro singer. 

They are afraid the southerns Hould not like it". 34 

It was alright as long as she.was on the stage 

but the minute she stepped down, it was very likely that 

people would treat her as if she had leprosy_, 11 I am no 

33 Ibid., p. 79. 

34Ibid., p. 94. 
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s )ccL:::l :egro, I do not ·'ar:-c. to iJe treated dif:Eer::;ntly 

t.1an any other member of my race. It is just t;"lat when 

you ffi•)Ve oack and fo.!:'th :)etween the white and coloured 

'.·JOrlds every day, the hostility and cruelty of so:-·te 

white people toward the :regro hits you so hard. You do 

not know whether to explode or pray for so:!le one who has 

such hatred in his soul~. 35 

People do not change over night and that was 

the case of the v1hi tes; they just >·lOuld not accept blacks 

• t:ahalia bought a house in the white neighbourhood but 

very soon the whole neighbourhood 1·1as of blacks as Hhi tes 

refused to live in the same place as blacks. She got a 

chance to sing at the 1 Hontgomery Im;=lrovement As soc 'at ion 1 , 

second only to the ;:c:Jst imyortant association of the blacks, 

the NAAC:?, so that they could raise funds, to t:e able to 

help their coloured friends. About ?lartin Luther I<:i·;.g Jr., 

she said, "The more I saH of ~evered King the more it 

seemed to me that the Lord had specially pre~ared this 

one man with the education and the warmth of spirit to do 

36 his Hork. 

She was making long strides as far as her career 

Has concerned, and making whites accpet her, a long \vi th 

helping in any way she could her own people. She was 

35 b' 1 I ~c., p. 95. 

36 rbid., p. 128. 
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honoured with a reception in ·,,Jashington ::). c. at the home 

of i1r. and r1rs. Chester Bowles, and sang a concert at 

constitutional i-Iall, vrhere years earlier in 1939 : ·_::rian 

Anderson had been barred because she vras a black-woman. 

Time had changed because when i·lahalia went to sing, the 

hall was .:. j~f!l packed with coloured folks. After the 

concert one black girl asked her crying, "I'1iss Jackson, 

how can you sing, Ey country, it is the sweet 1lan::1 of 

liberty, as if you believed it when you know the white 

people in America do not vlant us here?" It is not their 

-country Mahalia replied then, 'It is our country too'. 

We coloured folks were brought here long ago and we have 

b 'en born here and raised, our families are here. :.·Te 

are Americans as much as anybody else. 'Nhat we are going 

h ' ~7-throug now means oetter days ahead for you younger people. 

She was invited to sing the "star spangled 

Banner" at the inaugration celebrations for President 

~<ennedy and the show Has ,?roduced by Fr;:::nk Sinatara. It 

was great moment in Hahalia's life w11en she met President 

Kennedy and thought that blacks were fortunate to have 

him as the President, who believed in equal rights and 

had it in his heart to do something about it. 

37 rbid., p. 39. 
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Though she is no longer among us, but t'::.en 

one cannot deny her the credit for doing so much for 

herself, her people and for the Gospel singing. -~en 

at every step she Has discrd:minated, v.ras doubly victi-

~ mized but she did not let anything stop her. She is 

still remembered because of her courage determination 

but above all she is alive in her songs. 

This was the history of only the chosen three 

famous blackwomen, who had come from different back-

grounds, achieved different things in life, but had to 

go through the victimization of discrimination inherent 

in the political system. They all wanted to be accepted 
the 

by the v.rhi tes, not only themselves but ;Whole black 

com~unity they were fighting for. 

There v.rere many more black women who while 

fighting for themselves also fought for their r2ce; their 

rights and for being treated as equals. They have passed 

into oblivion but their relente.ss strugc;le in their O\-ln 

cays made the task of others who came later somewhat 

easiers; their burden some\·lhat lighte4 Some of these 

\vomen made history and left their names in the history 

books but there were thousands who fought without getting 

recognition. The progress the u.s. has made in evolving 

towards a democratic and egalitarian society owes a great 

deal to these silent unknown black women. However, it 

is the dramatic events which attracts the attention, and 



114 

it is in this context that one should see the success 

stories. 

In addition to the ones mentioned in this 

chapter T.-Je may note in passing a few more \vhose success 

inspired others. Barbara Hatson - First women and first 

black to head a state depar~tent Bureau with rank of 

Assistant Secretary. She held this post in 1974 December 

and was re-appointed to it by President Carter. Toni 

Harrison - V-Tho received the National Book Critics Circle 

Avlard in 1978, again the first time that award was given 

to a black writer. Rosa L~?arks - because of whom action 

triggered in the 381 days bus boycott, during the Civil 

Rights Movement. She made the headlines when she refused 

to move from the seat in the bus which was for whites only. 

Caretta Scott King - who was the wife. of nartin Luther King 

Jr., and founder of the Centre of the non-violent social 

change and a leader in her own right. She became the first 

woman to preach at st. ?aul's Cathedral in London and was 

appointed representative to the 32nd General Assembly of 

the United Nations by President Carter. Angela Davis -

was a rebel in her own right, she joined the Communist 

Party and vias among the 1 ten most wan ted 1 list of Federp_l 

Bureau of Investigation. She was sent to prison in 1970. 

The 'Free Angela' movement shook not only America but the 
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whole ;.1orld to see that so many people were with her. 

Leontvne Price - First black opera star to appear on 

television in an NBC TV production. 

They all had to undergo various hurdles and bear 

the sting of discrimination, live in poverty and rejection 

at the hands of other human beings. But all this did not 

deter them from getting at a stage 'tvhere they were 

accepted and \velcomed to the fold of the Hhi te world. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

JT'Wo different vlorlds - of the blacks and of the 

vJhi tes - interacted and yet remained apart. Poverty, 

discrimination and humiliation were part of the world 

of the blacks, whereas the whites had, power, money 

acclaim and everything for vl:'lich blacks were striving 

for. l'lany blacks accepted all this and tried to reach 

for the stars within the ambit of the rules framed by 

a white dominated society. Some of them did succeed; 

others fell by the wayside. The condition of black women 

was worse than that of blackmen; because even the black 

society assigned them a different role to get married to 

give birth to children and raise a family. Therefore, 

when a black woman stepped out of the house and entered 

the world of politics and entertainment she did not get 

the support of the blacks. Only when she becane a national 

celebrity, was she claimed by the blacks. The black women 

faced the cold discrimination, indifference and even 

hos ti li ty ./ 

The central theme of this work is about black 

women who have been oppressed as a result of their brio

gical characteristics, their sex and race. All dimensions 

of the roles they play in Arrerica are affected by this 

racial and sexual oppression they are subjected to. 
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This also makes any study of black woman unique 

because she faces dual subjugation being black and female 

and hoH she co9es with her oppressor is a question which 

is of grave im9ortance. 

The black Homen were brought to the continent 

like blad< men as slaves in 1619, only three out of the 

twenty slaves who landed in Jamestown Virginia. In her 

native Africa the black woman, whatever her cultural 

background, had enjoyed an orderly existence in a social 

structure with established legal system and strong family 

ties. In America, as a slave, she was dropped suddenly 

and completely to the bottom of the social scale, where 

her position was totally vulnerable, lacking status or 

rights, she became easy prey to men, both black and white, 

as well as the vindictiveness of vlhite \vomen. 1 

No concessions were made for the black women 

because of sex, as was routinely the case of white women. 

She was expected to do as much work in the fields as a man. 

She v-Tas not allowed to be 'literate', added to her roles 

of cook, washerwoman, housecleaner, gatherer and preparer 

of foods, and runner of ereands, was the function of 

"mammy" to the white children and sometimes that of 

1r1abel N. Smythe, The Black American Reference 
Dook (New Jersey, rrentice Hall, 1983), p. 341. 
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confidante to their lazy mothers. In general in the 

slave family the mother or another black woman, rather 

than the father, \vas the dominant and important figure, 

that was so because very frequently the ~ was sold 

away from his family, and even if he was ?resent his 

decisions could be vetoed by his white owner. 

During slavery blacks \-!ere forced to adjust 

simultaneously to two contradictory worlds. One white 

priviledged and oppressive ti1e other black, exoloited and 

oooressed. Ins0ite of her life of constant drudgerz and 

her responsibilities as the head of the slave family, 

the black woman still found the strength to protest 

2 
slavery. She participated in all of the many groups and 

movements that from the early nineteenth century protested 

against slaver! and '.iorked for abolition • 

../Any study of the black vvoman • s past in America, 

can lead only to one conclusion: "G~e strides she has made 

to• . ..rards the re3.l ization of yesterdays "Impossible Dream" 

are ti1e resu 1 t of an oven-.rhelming dedication and unending 

3 
hard •-rork. J 

2Herbert Aptheker, Airerican Negro Slave Revolts 
(New York, Green Wood Press, 1945), pp. 144-45. 

3 Smythe, n.l, p. 350. 
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Black Women in Contemporary Society 

It is well known th2t to forge ahead one has to 

push fo.::-,_.:ard and someone is also pushed aside (the fourt."fJ. 

chpater has al:-eady extensively discussed this while 

talking of Shirley Chisholm, Barbara Jordon and t·lahalia. 

Jackson). Opposition is t."fJ.erefore natural, but black 

women could not press too hard either th~i'r 'blackness' or 

'womanness', for pressing either v10uld have made .their· ta~k 

of climbing up more difficult, but their innermost feeli~gs 

occasionally did break out and they lashed at the oppression. 

Their example was not easy to follow. But· .''leir struggle 
I 

made things easier for those who carne later carrying the 

heavy load of 'Double Jeopardy'. 

~he question is have things improved for the 

blacks? Host blac}(, male and female alike, find the 

struggle to survive and advance in a racist society a 

never ending, burden and challenge. That's why it was 

no surprise Hhen a black boy on a T.V. shovT -.:..ras asked 

what he wanted to be when he grew up, responded, " I ;.rant 

to be white 11
• It is as if to be white is the chief quali..:. 

fication required for jobs, housing, protection and 

privileges of all kinds in the United States. 4 

4
Ibid.o, p. 351. 
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As if it Has not enough for them to be shunned 

by Hhites in the society. The black \•Toman has been subject 

to yet another form of discrimination gender prejudice 

from fellow blacks. A saying that sums up this kind of 

prejudice became prevalent, 11 If you are white, you are 

right; if you are brown, hang around; i£ you are black 

5 
get back 11

• This concern for white standards of beauty 

applied more to black \·Tomen than to black men. 

This issue is actually not one of the major 

problems of black women. Their fundamental concerns are 

still with their families, employment opportunities, 

education, involvement in 9olitics and advancement in 

careers, all this gives them little time for personal 

bitterness. They are still behind the white women in 

employment, the difference in 1960 was 9.4 per cent to 

12.2 per cent of vThi te T,..,omen. In 1970 the gap narro1t1ed 

to 12.1 per cent to 12.5 per cent of white women. In 

1980 it was, however, ' . ..ri th the greatest gain for black 

women in clerical work the smallest in managerial and 

official positions. In 1988 the white vromen in manage ria 1 

jobs were 68.9 per cent Hith educational qualification 

of doing 4 or more ye~rs of college with the same quali-

fication the black women in managerial service were 63.9 

5 Ibid., p. 352. 
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per cent. The same is true for educational at-'c.ainment 

also, the medians of years of school completed by 't!hite 

females is 12.8 to 12.4 per cent of black females.
6 

For their success in poli-tics. The double 

disadvantage and ~~e matriach burden of the black 

comrnuni ty, black women are expected to take the political 

back seat in contrast with the white women. It is a 

knovm fact, "If v-mmen are scarce in goverl'1Irent, minority 

·v1omen are even scarcer11
• One outcome of the Civil ~i,;rhts 

struggle \vas the Voting Rights Act of· 1965 for blacks and 

its extension, the resu 1 t vJas the act broke down the 

barriers of participation and resulted in a significant 

increase in black voter registration and subsequent voting. 

There vras also increase_ in the blacks elected to the public 

offices. There was 111 per cent increase in black mayors 

from 135 in 1975 to 286 in 1985, a 42 per cent increase 

in black state legislature from 276 to 392 and 19 per cent 

increase in black congress officials from 16 to 19 per 

cent which created an op)ortunity for black women, consi-

dering that in 1972 only four black women we.re elected to 

u.s. Congress, their number has certainly increased since 

then there has been an increase of 2.9 per cent. There 

are 2 u.s. representatives, 72 state legislators, 14 

6 u.s. Bureau of Census, Statistical Abstract 
of u.s. (Hash~ngton D.C, Govt. Pr~nt~ng Office, 1989), 
p. 390. 
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regional officials, 64 country, 60 municipal, 78 judicial 

and law enforcerrent, 424 education. How many of those 

struggling for an acceptance in American society, have 

got it. They have done everythi~g possible to be treated 

as e~Jal as part of the whole. Inspite of the harsh 

realities and the continuing adversities faced by black 

women collectively and individually their achievements 

have been remarkable. They have not only held families 

together against overwhelming odds, but have gone into 

exciting professio<al endeavours. There is now scarcely 

a professional or business area in which black women are 

not found. The long struggle to survive forged a woman 

with astonishing tenacity, a woman who has learned to 

use stumbling blocks as stepping-stones, building a self

confidence that no amount of abuse could wholly destroy. 

In many respects the black woman today stands at 

tr1e cross-roads will she continue her historic roles as 

family supporter and guider meeting every situation with 

resolve Hhile often remaining in the background? Or wi 11 

she follow the current tread and attempt to gain increasing 

control over her own destiny, rather than reacting to the 

patterns t..vhich are designed for her by the society? These 

questions have their answers, depending upon the black 

"'TOman getting 'equality' vlith white women without any 

discrimination regarding racism in it. Having the problems 
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of identity, recognition resolved their role in women's 

liberation has not been verz enthusiastic, the reason given 

by many black women \vas - "V·le have got to liberate black 

men first". 
7 

In the preceeding chapters we have seen that 

hmv strongly they are marching ahead and making their 

presence felt. But then no one can imagine the physical 

and mental agonies of those who came up to the forefront 

to say No? rejecting the myths and stereotyping about 

themselves, denying the roles \vhich society had assigned 

for them. 

Only a few have reached the top, some have 

managed the middle level, but then there are thousands 

and thousands •trho are still standing at the beginning of 

t:1e long &!d dark road of struggle, one can still hear the 

cry of Sojourner Truth ,,rho in the nineteenth century started 

fighting agaj_nst the ill treatment of the black Homen and 

had said 'Ain •t ' I A Homan? 

If this is a situation in the last decade o£ the 

t-r,..;rentieth century, of the black women, one can ask oneself 

regarding the issues she would be fighting for, the goals 

7Elizabeth Janeway, The Changing Roles of Slack 
Homen jNew York, Arno ~'ress, 1973), p. 17. 
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she would be striving to achi.-eve in the t\venty first 

century. The income differential betHeen white and black 

families continues to give evidence of racial discrimi-

nation. In 1984, black median family incorre vlas $ 15,430 

com_?ared to $ 27,690 for \·hite families. In 1987, the 

corresponding incomes v1ere $ 15,475 and $ 27,427. The 

overall black poverty rate in 1984 was 33.8 per cent 

Hhere as for whites it was only 11.5 ~r cent. In 1987 

it \·las 33.1 ::;er cent to 10.5 :per cent. The number of black 

males unemployed rose from 433,000 in 1970 to 1.1 million 

in 1985, Hhich resulted in the increase of the female 

headed households. Almost half 46 per cent of the federal 

and state ~)rison populations are black males even though 

blades constitute only 12.12 per cent of population. 'rli th 

t::eir criminal records, it 1..rould be difficult for them to 

find employment. The~' still lack job skills, same goes 

for females also whose rate of incarceration are also 

increasing rapidly with roughly one fifths of all crimes 

being committed by them.
8 

There is a decline in marriage rates for blacks 

which is naturally linked with high rates of unemployment. 

8 u.s. Bureau of Census, Statistical Abstract 
of u.s., n.6, pp. 453. 

- La~ner.AJoyce, 'Black Homen face the 21st 
century major issues and problems', Black Scholar 
(Cal~rniQSauslite), s~pt/Oct. 1986, pp. 14-18. 
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divorce and 8lack males in prison. Jobs created in the 

service sector have not benefitted blacks on a large 

scale. The groHth of nigh technology has, for the most 

part, excluded unskilled and under educated blacks. Then 

there is also a problem of teenage unemployment, the black 

teenage male unemployment rate was 41.4 per cent and 

female was 37.9 per cent. The rate for teenage white males 

was co~1siderably lower(18.8 percent) and 15.5 percent for 

9 females. 

This picture is dark and gloomy, after all her 

hard lab8ur her struggles which have made an improvement 

upon her past experiences. "If anyone should ask a Negro 

woman what is her greatest achievement, her honest answer 

vlould be, "I survived". 10 ~Vhat does the future hold for 

her? Does she get a chance to live or does she continue 

to survive? The most plausible guess is that equality 

with \vhi tes is yet a distant dream. The struggle vJOuld 

continue. The successes '.-Jill be hard to come. 

9 
Ibid., pp. 14-15. 

10 Quoted in, Carol Hcphee and Ann Fi tzerald, 
Feminist Quotations (NeH York, Praeger Publishers, 1979), 
p. 165. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

PRIMARY SOURCES 

Documents and Memoirs 

Chisholm, Shirley, Unbought and Unbossed (Boston, 
Houghton Mifflin, 1970). 

-.../... 
____ , The Good Fight (New York,I(Anchor ?ress, 1973). 

Cleaver, Eldrige, Soul on Ice (~ondon, Oxford University 
Press, 1969). 

Davis, Angela, Angela Davis: An Autobiography (London, 
Oxford University ?ress, 1975). 

Dubois, W.E.B., The Souls of Black Folks (New York, 
Nevi American Librarv, 1968). -

_________ , An A~tobiography or W.E.B. Dubois (New York, New 
American Library, 1Q68). 

Green, Dans s., and Edwin D. Driver, eds., W.E.B. Dubois 
on Sociology and the Black Community (Chicago, 
University of Chicago Press, 1978). 

Jackson, Hahaila, and E.M. ~</ylie, t1ovi ng on up (New York, 
Praeger Publishers, 1966). 

Jordon, Barb~ra and Shelby Hearon, Barbara Jordon : 
A Self Portrait (New York, Doubleday and Company 
Inc., Garden City, 1Q79). 

Meier, August, Elliott Rudwick and Francis L. Broderick, eds, 
Black Protest Thought in __ the Twe9tieth. Century 
(New York, Pantheon Books, 1Q71). 

l'1eier, August and Elliott Rudwi ck, eds, From Plantation to 
Ghetto (New York, Hill and Hang, 1966). -



ii 

SECONDARY SOURCES 

Books 

Aptheker., Herbert, Amer:i. can Neg~ Slave Revn l ts (New 
York, Greenwood Press, 1945), pp. 144-45.< 

Barker, Lucius J and Jesse J. Hccorry, Black Americans 
and the Political Svstem (Massachus_. etts, 
cambridge Press, 198~ 

Baxter Sandra and Majorie Lansino, Women ann Politics : 
The Invisible Haiority (Michigan, University 
of Michigan Press, 1980). 

:aeckwith, K., A.rrErican Women and Political Participation 
(New York, Greenwood Press, 1986). 

Berkin, Carol R. and M.B. Norton, Women of America : 
A History (BQSton, Houghton Mifflin, 1979). 

Billingsley, Andrew, Black Families in White America 
(New Jersey, Englewood Cliff, 1968) .--

Blick, Sliver Edith, The Ethnic American Wom~n: Problems, 
Protest~, Life Styies (New York, Greenwood Press, 
1978). 

Cade Toni, The Black Homen : An Anthology (New York, 
Lion Books, 1970). 

Cambell, Maria, ~=eed (New York, Greenwood Press, 
1973). 

Carroll, Susan, J ., vlomen as candidates in American Pol'i tics 
(Bloomington, Indiana Universl ty Press, 1985). -

Chafe, William, _w~o~m~e~n~~a~n~d~~~~~~~~~~~P~a~t~t~e~r~n~s~I~n~ 
American Culture University 
Press, 1977) • 

Chrjsty, C.A., Sex Difference In Political Participation, 
(New York, Praeger PubliB.hers, 1987). 



iii 

Clark, Judith F., Almanac of American Women In the 
20th centurv (New York, Prentice Hall, 1987). 

Cliff, Tony, Class Stru le and Women's Libera~ion 

Deckard, 

1640 to the Present London, Oxford University 
Press, 1984). 

Barbara s., The Women's Movement: Political 
Socio-economic and s choloqical issues -

Baltimore, John Hopkins University Press, 
1975). 

Evans, Sara, Personal Politics : The Roots of Homen's Lib 
in the Civ1_l Rights Movement and the New Left 
(New York, Alfred A. Knoph, 1979). 

Fullen, Hider, Clair Knoche, eds., Feminism in u.s.A. 
Politics : A Study of :_l;tleolo<Jical Influences 
(New York, Praeger Publishers, 1980). 

Franklin, John Hope, 
York, Kneph, 

Up From Slavery to Freedom (New 
1967) • 

Frazier, Franklin E., The Ne<JDO Family in the United states 
(Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1966). 

Freeman, Jo., eds., vlomen : A Feminic:t Persoective 
fornia, Mayfield Company, 1984). • 

(Cali-

Gatlin, Rochelle, American Women Since 1945 (Mississippi, 
University Press of Mississfppi, 1987). 

Gerda, Lerner, Black 'tJomen In vlhite America (New York, 
Random House, 1972). 

Gouke, Cecil Gran Ville, Black and the u.s. Economy 
(Massachusset"ts, Harvard Uni versi-tv Pres~, 1987). 

Glazer)Nathan, Beyond the Melting Pot (Massachussetts, 
Harvard University Press, 1963). 



iv 

~amilton, Charles v., Bl~ck Experience i~ united States 
Politics (NeH York, Random House, 1973). 

:-tar ley, Sharon and ~osalyn Terbog~r Penn, The Afro
American ·l"iomen : Struggles and Images (Nevi 
York, Greenwood Press, 1978). 

Haskins, James, Fighting Shirley Chisholm (New York, 
Knopf, 1975). 

Hewlelf, Sylyirl Ann, A Lesser Life - The Myth o-f ~'/omen's 
Liberation in America (New York, Oxford Univer
sity Press, T986). 

Hicks, Nancy, The Honor~ble Shirley Chioholm Conqress 
'rloman fr()m Brooklyn (New York, Lion Books, 1971). 

Hooke::, Bell, Ain't I a Woman : Black 'domen and Feminism 
(Boston, South End Press, 1981)o 

Ivanou, Robert, Blacks In the United States History 
(Moscow, Progress Publishers, 1985). 

Janeway, Elizabeth, Women Their Changing Roles (New York, 
Arno Press, 1973). 

Jaque.'tte, Jane S., vlomen In Politics (New York, ·willy, 1 q7 4) • 

Jordon, Winthrop, ':lhi te Over Black :American Attitudes 
Towards the Negro (Baltimore, John Hapkins 
Universi tv I 1969 r. 

Joseph, Gloria P. and Jill. Lewes, Common Differences : 
Conflicts In Black and White Feminist Persoective 
(New York, Anchor Press, 1981). ----------"---

Justice, Betty apd Renate Pose, Toward the Second Decade: 
The Imp:;ct of Feminist Mo~!ement On U.s. Institution 
(New York, Greenwood Press, 1981)o 

King, Coretta Scott, ~ife With Martin Luther King Jr., 
(New York:, New Market Press,· 196q). 



v 

Ladner, Jo:/ce A., Tomorrc:M 's Tomorrow: Tl-le Black ·.·loman 
UeH York, Anchor ·Press, 1972). 

Leveness, ?rank P. and Jane P. Sweeney, eds., Women Leaders 
in Contemporary u.s. Politics (Colorado, Lynne 
~ienaer Publishers, Inc., 1987). 

Lmv, 'd.A. and Virg:i 1 A. Cliff, eds., Encyclopedia or 31Ack 
America (Ne'"' York, McGrow Hill Company, 1983). 

Heier, August and Elliot Rud\vick, Along the Color Line: 
Explorations in the Black ~~perience (urbana, 
University of Illinois Press, 19715): 

t·1oynihan, Daniel P ., The Politics of a Gauranteed Income, 
The Nixon Administration-(Ne•.v York, ~e.ndom Hou.~e, 
1°73). 

Hyrdal, Gunnar, An American Dilemma: Negro PrO:f?lems and 
Modern Democracv (New York, Patheon Books, 1962). 

i~ose, Peter I., Americans From Africa-Old Memories New 
Hoods (New York, Atherton Press, 1970). 

Sapiro, Virginia, The Political_ Integration of 'domen 
(Urbana, University of Illinois Press, 1983). 

Scharf, Lois and Jean I1. Jenson, eds., Decades of 
Discontent : 'rhe 'domen' s t--Iovement (conntcticu t, 
Greenwood Press, 1983). 

Smythe, i'label M., eds., The Black American: Reference Book 
(New Jersev, Prentice Hall, 1983)". 

Staples, Robert, Black vlomen In America (Chicago, Univer
sity of Chicago Press, 1973). 

Terkel, Studs, Horking (New York, Path eon Books, 1974). 

Willie, Charles v., The Family Life of Black People 
(Ohio, Bill and Honell company, 197o). 



vi 

'di1liams James D., eds., The State of Black America 
(New York, National Urban League, 1081). 

, The State of Black America (New York, 
----------National Urban League, 1984). 

~·iilliams, James and Harrv A. Ploski, The Negro Almanac 
(New York, McGrow Hill Company, 19 83). 

Articles 

Allen v'lal ter I R., "The Socio-Economic Statuses of Black 
\'1omen in the U.S.A.", Phylon (Atlanta, Georgi.~), 
vol. 42, (March 1081), pp. 26-40. · 

Almquist, Elizabeth M., "Entangling the Effects of Race 
and Sex : The disadvantages status of Black 'domen", 
Social Science Quarterly (Texas, Aust;n), vol. 56, 
(June 1975), pp. 129-42 • 

.. ·aonafede, Don., "Still a long way to go", National Journal 
· (Washington, D.c), vol.37 (13th September 1986), 

pp. 2170-2179. 

Better, 3., "Black vJomen and Home 0\vnership - The Financial 
Challenges of the 80s", Black .Schol<'~r (California, 
Sausalife), vol.2, (November 1979) 1 pp. 23-30. 

Berry, Mary Frances, "TWentieth Century Black vlomen", 
Journal of Negro Education (Washington, D. c.) 
yol. 51, (1q82), pp. 288-95. 

Brown E.F., "The Black Queening of America", Ebony 
(Illinois, Chicago), vol. 40, (December, 1984), 
p. 112. 

[3rown R.B. and \·J.F. Anderson, "Survev of Black 'tlomen and 
Persuasion Process : And the Strategies of 
Identification and Resistance", Journal of i3lack 
Studies (California, Newbury.Park), vnl.9, 
(December, 1978), pp. 23-48. 



Bryce, 

Clay, 

Carny, 

vii 

J .H. and A. E. Warrick, "Black /!omen In Effecting 
Offices", Black Scholar, vol.6 (Octoter, 1974), 
pp. 17-20. 

;:...1·:., "Socio-Economic Status of= Blacks", Ebony, 
vol.30, (September 1075), p. 29. 

V.H., "On the Threshold of ltJoman's ERA, Lynching, 
empire and sexuality in Black Feminist Theory", 
Critical Inquiry (NevJ York)N.Y.), vol.12, 
(Autumn 1985), pp. 262-277. 

Chisholm, Shirley, '1?irst 3lack Women in the United States 
House of xepresentati ves", Negro History Bulletin 
C.~ashington, D.C.), vol.33, (May 1970), p. 128. 

Crawford C., 11 Status of Blnck Women 11
, Ebony, vol. 30, 

(S.e.gt.- 1975) 1 pp. 76-78. 

Darling, J.M., "The disinherited As Source: Rural Black 
Homen's Memoires 11

, Michigan Quarterly Review 
(Nichigan, Ann Arbor), vol. 26, (':linter 1987), 
pp. 48_63. 

Davidson Hill L., "Black \.</omen's Leadership, Challenges 
and 3-c.rategies", SIGNc; (Chicago, Chicago Univ
ersi t:f Press), vol.12, (:/'linter 1987), po. 381-85. 

Early :::>., "lrlai ting for Miss AmP.ri ca", Antioch Review 
(Ohio, Yellow Springs), vol.4;-1Summer 1984), 
pp. 291-305. 

Farley R., "After the Starting Line, Blacks and Homen In 
an Uphill !lace 11

, Demogra~(Virginia, Popul=ation 
Associntion of Ame'rica, Alexendrin), vol.25, 
(November 1988), pp. 477-95. 

Gatz M., and others, "Pschyo-social competence, character
istics of black and white women, the constraining 
effects of triple jeopardy", Black Scholr~r, 
vol. 13, (Jan/Feb. 1982), pp. 5-12. 

Hood, Elizabeth F., "Black Worren, White Women, Separate Path 
or Liberation, Bl~ck Scholar, vol.14, (Sept-Octoher, 
1983), pp. 26-35. 



viii 

Huise, C:.D., "To be Gifted, Female and Black", South West 
Review (Dallas, Southern Methodist University), 
vol. 67, (Autumn 1Q82), pp. 357-67. 

Jeffers, T., "Black, :Slack Homan and the Bl~ck Middle 
Class", :Slr1ck Scholar, V'"'l.12, (Nov.-Dec. 1981), 
pp. 46-4Q. 

Jones, I .J. III, "Work, i"lelfan~ and Poverty among Black 
Female Headed Families", Econ_<?mic Geography 
(Massachussets, 'tlorcester) ,vc1.1··.62, (January 1984), 
pp. 20-34. 

Jones, R. c., "Blaclr Women In the Army 'dhere the jobs are", 
Crisis (New York, Baltimore), vnl.82, C:v1ay 1975), 
pp. 175-77. 

K. Yasalaam, "Women 1 s Right:s are Human Rights", Black 
Scholar, vol.10, (Harch-April 1979), pp. 9-14. 

King, c.H., "Oppression and Power, The Unique Status o-F 
the Black ~·loman In the American Political System", 
Social Science Quarterly, vol.56, (June 1975), 
pp. 116-128. 

King, :~.D., "Multiple Joepardv, Multiple Consc:iousness 
The context of a Blr1ck Feminist Ideology", 
STGNS, vnl.14 (Autumn 1988), pp. 42-72. 

Ladner, J.A., "Black 'dorren Face the Twenty First Century -
The Haior issues and :.:'roblems", Black Scholar, 
vol1.17, (Sept.-Oct., 1986), pp. 12-19. 

, "The Women : Bl~ck 'tiomen In the u.s. During the -----Past 200 Years", Ebony, vol. 30 L~pt. 1975)·, 
pp. 76-78. 

Lyes, D. B., "Black Women : Person or non-person", 
Crisis, vol. 82(May 1975), pp. 163-166. 

Marshall, Mo, 11Maxine w..lter, u.s. Is Most Influential 
Black woman politician", Ebony,vol.39 (August 
1984), p. 56. 



ix 

1-!assa, A., 11 3lack '>'I omen in the 'dhite Ci ty 11
, Journal of 

Arne~ican Studies (New York, Cambridge Univer-
sity Press >)- vol.8, (December 1974), pp. 319-37. 

Mathe1.vs, D.H., 11 0ur worren and 1.·lhat they think, Amy Jacues 
Garvey and the Negro 'dorld 11

, Black Scholar, vod;. 
1n, (May-June 1971), pp. 2-13. --

r-Iegey, G.s., "Does sex make a difference ,-....___ case study of 
women in politics", VJestern i?C?_l_it~_g_al QuarterlT 
(Utah, Salt l.a1k~ City), vol.39, TDecernber 1978 
pp. 492-501. --- . 

Masley, Hyetis Hall, 11 Black vromen administrators in 
hiaher education - An endangered species 11

, 

Journal of Bl~.ck Studies, vol.10, (March 1980) 
pp. 295-310. 

Morrnent, L. I "Northern Black v.Jorren/Southern £Hack '//omen~· 
·Current History (Pennsaly,.:ani~, Philadelphia), 
vnl. 70, (Hay 1976) 1 pp. 22-27. 

Parlmer, H. ·P., "White vlomen/black women- The dual ism of 
female identity and experience in the u.s.A ... , 
Feminist Studies (I1aryland, College Park), vol.9 
(Spring 1983), po. 151-170. 

Pearce, M.D., "The Feminization of Ghetto Society", Society 
(New Jersey, New Brow~_Siky ), vol.21, (Nov-Dec. 
1983), pp. 70-74. 

Pinderhugee, Dianne M., "Black Homen and National Educational 
Policy 11

, Journal of Negro Education, vol. 51 (1Q82), 
pp. 301-308. 

R. Darcy and C.D. Hadley, "Bl~ck \vomen in Politics, The 
Puzzle of Success",- Social Science Quarterly, 
vol. 69 (September 1988), pp. 629-45. 

Rovner J ., 11 Record Number of 'dorren, Blacks in Congress, .. , 
Congressional Quarterly Report (Washington D.c.) 
vol. 46 (12th November~88), pp. 329-335. 



X 

Sedwick, Cathy and Reba Williams, "Black Homen and the 
Equal Rights Amendment", Black Schol~r, vol. 7 
(July-August 1976), pp. 25-29. 

Smith, 3arbara, "Some Home Truths on the Contemporary 
Black Feminist Hovement 11

, Black Scholar, vol.4, 
(Harch-Apri_l, 1985), pp. 4-13. 

Smith, J.E. and Smith H.P., 11 The Black Female Single 
Parent Family conditions 11

, Journal of Slack 
Studies, vol.17 (September, 1986), pp. 125-34. 

Sorkin, Alan L., ":Sducatj on, eccup==>_tion and Income of Non
White Women", Journal of Negro Education, vol.4, 
(Fall 1972), pp. 343-51. 

Staples, R., "The Political Economy of Black Family Life", 
Black Scholar , vol. 17, (September-October 1986), 
pp. 2-11. 

Stevenson, R., 11 Black Politics in the U.s .A.: A survev of 
recent literature", Bl~ck Scholar, vol.19, (t1arch
April 1988), pp. 58-61. 

-
~·lilhte, A and J. Tillmann, 11 Women? Blacks and PAC discri-

mination .. , Social science Quarterly, v0l. 67, 
(June 1986), pp. 283-298. 

'tlilliams, Lunora, "Viole nee Agai!lst Black\1-fdnen", 
Black Scholar, vol.12, (Jan-Feb. 1981), pp. 1A-24. 

'dilliam, rvr. s., "Black White Equality, An economic doctrine 
for white survev", _Journal of 3l==>ck Studies, 
vnl. 12, (Dec. 1981), pp. 142-165. 

\-.Tilson, J. w., "A.mP.ricans social pol icy and the Ghetto 
underclass", Dissent (New York) vol. 35, 
(Winter 1988), pp. 57-64. 

Yoe.ng, G., "Black Women on the Move : But where? Crisis, 
vol.84, (April 1977), pp. 253-54. 



Articles in Periodicals 

"Lets ah-1ays hope for the future", sbony, vol.32, 
(9th June 1977), p. 128. 

xi 

"Other Voices, Other Moods: S}'lllposium", MS, vol.7, 
(2nd Feb. 1979), p. 50. 

"31.::\ck Vs Feminist", Time, vol.10, (26th March, 1973), 
p. 64. 

"Stresses and Strains on Black Homen", Ebony, vol.29, 
(6th June 1974), p. 33. 

11 Gro~tTina Black Participation in Politics", Beijing RevieH 
(Beijing, Barwanzhung Rd), vo. 27, (19th March 
1984), pp. 14-15. 

"Blrtck Homan", Crisis, vol.9 (June-July 1983), pp. 5-57. 

11 Black Women Internationalizing the struggle 11
, Freedom Wavs, 

vol.1, (1975), pp. 5-6. 

11 Barbara Jordon Talks About Ethics, Optimism and Hard 
Choices in the Govt. 11

, l'1S, vol.13, (April 1985), 
pp-. 75-6. 

11 V'lomen•s Movement, Broadens the .::>cope of its role in U.S. 
politics .. , National Journal (1/ashinaton D.C.) 
vol.14, (11th Dec. 1982), p. 2108. 

11 v.fhy a ·,·:omen's Lib Is In Trouble", u.s. News and Tt'lorld 
Report, vol. 83, (28th November 1Q77), pp. 29-32. 

"Another Dark Day for the feminist cause", u.s. News and 
World Report, vol.91, (6th July 1Q81), pn. 53-4. 

Periodicals and News papers 

Ebony (Chicago) 

National Journal (Washinqton D.C.) 

Negro History Bulletin (Washinqton D.C.) 

Newsweek (New York) 

New York Times Hagazine 

u.s. News and vlorld Report (Washington D.Co) 


	TH31940001
	TH31940002
	TH31940003
	TH31940004
	TH31940005
	TH31940006
	TH31940007
	TH31940008
	TH31940009
	TH31940010
	TH31940011
	TH31940012
	TH31940013
	TH31940014
	TH31940015
	TH31940016
	TH31940017
	TH31940018
	TH31940019
	TH31940020
	TH31940021
	TH31940022
	TH31940023
	TH31940024
	TH31940025
	TH31940026
	TH31940027
	TH31940028
	TH31940029
	TH31940030
	TH31940031
	TH31940032
	TH31940033
	TH31940034
	TH31940035
	TH31940036
	TH31940037
	TH31940038
	TH31940039
	TH31940040
	TH31940041
	TH31940042
	TH31940043
	TH31940044
	TH31940045
	TH31940046
	TH31940047
	TH31940048
	TH31940049
	TH31940050
	TH31940051
	TH31940052
	TH31940053
	TH31940054
	TH31940055
	TH31940056
	TH31940057
	TH31940058
	TH31940059
	TH31940060
	TH31940061
	TH31940062
	TH31940063
	TH31940064
	TH31940065
	TH31940066
	TH31940067
	TH31940068
	TH31940069
	TH31940070
	TH31940071
	TH31940072
	TH31940073
	TH31940074
	TH31940075
	TH31940076
	TH31940077
	TH31940078
	TH31940079
	TH31940080
	TH31940081
	TH31940082
	TH31940083
	TH31940084
	TH31940085
	TH31940086
	TH31940087
	TH31940088
	TH31940089
	TH31940090
	TH31940091
	TH31940092
	TH31940093
	TH31940094
	TH31940095
	TH31940096
	TH31940097
	TH31940098
	TH31940099
	TH31940100
	TH31940101
	TH31940102
	TH31940103
	TH31940104
	TH31940105
	TH31940106
	TH31940107
	TH31940108
	TH31940109
	TH31940110
	TH31940111
	TH31940112
	TH31940113
	TH31940114
	TH31940115
	TH31940116
	TH31940117
	TH31940118
	TH31940119
	TH31940120
	TH31940121
	TH31940122
	TH31940123
	TH31940124
	TH31940125
	TH31940126
	TH31940127
	TH31940128
	TH31940129
	TH31940130
	TH31940131
	TH31940132
	TH31940133
	TH31940134
	TH31940135
	TH31940136
	TH31940137
	TH31940138
	TH31940139
	TH31940140
	TH31940141
	TH31940142
	TH31940143
	TH31940144
	TH31940145
	TH31940146
	TH31940147

