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Introduction

The present endeavour was undertaken in
- order to study the 'man-woman' relationship as projeéted in
the da&-to-day populatior fiction. The study mainly focuses
on the marital and conjugal themes of these fictions as th-
-ey appear in the popular magazines., An attempt has been m-
-ade to compare the themes of these fictions with those of
the 'real-l1ife' problems as they appear in the "Personal C-

-olumn' of these magazines.

The first chaptier deals with the theory
of conjugality as interpreted by different social scientis-
-ts. An attempt has been madé to analyse the nature of 'man
- woman' relationship.

P4
Chapter II discusses the 'methodology'

used for the analysis of the fictional tales taken from di-
-fferent magazines. We have also given details of the data
used for the present study along with'ideology' of the cho-

~sen magazines.

The third chapier deals with the analy—

/

-sls of 'tales of courtship'. Obsgervations have also been



ii
" made on the 'real-life' courtship problems from the 'perso-

-nal-column’,

Finally chapter IV deals with the anal-
~ysis of '"tales of marital relations' and 'real-life stori-
- -es of divorced women', An attempt has also been made to d-
-iscuss thé 'regl -1ife’ problems in marriégé based on the

problems taken from the 'personal column',



Chapter « 1

Conjugality in Hindu South Asia



IThe family is by far the most important
primary group in ihe society. Family constituses of 1living
togetner?&ates - 3 mating relatiénship between a man and a
woman ilhrough marriage is one df the most ilmportant charac-
—teristics of the family. Marriage is the only institution
which unites man and woman iégether. Bésed on Hindu script-
-ures, marriage system in India was well established in Ve-
-dic peri&d and has veen closely adhered 10 by a vastmajo-
-rity of ihe populaiicn ever since. Married life or the gr+
-hasiha has been ﬁeld in high esteem in- this country and-—;
perSOn is said to be incomplete until he‘/ she marries. Ma-
_ -rriage, tlherefore, is a major sacrament ancd it is,perhaps,
the only sacrament that has survived intact in all its soc-
~-ial and psychological aspects. From the point of viéw of
dherma, the objective of marriage for a man is :

(1) =he performﬁﬁce of religioué rites (dhérma);
(1i1) the continuance of the family line by beget-
-ting children (praja); and

(11i) the enjoyment of the pleasure of life(rati
(Ra03;1969: 48)

)
According 10 ihis concept, individual
interest (i.e. pleasure) is considered secondary. Whereas,

religious as well as social obligations (i;e.-dharma and

praja) towards the family, community and socliety are cons-



-idered primary.

For ihe woman, however, marfiage is an
initiation in two senses ¢ |
(i) It marks the transition from spirigual childhood to ad-
~ =ul thood.

(2) By the act of gifi, she 1s incorporated in her husband

and his family.

It is s21d ihail a man can elvher folldw
the path of the nousehoider or reusouncer. Yet, in the dhar-
-ma-shastras, grhasthi is the wosi ideal life. The order of
nouseho;der (grhasth) is considered as the highest of the
four ashfamas, namely ¢1) the pupil (Brahmacharya);

(2) the-hbuseholder (Grhastya);

(3) the nermit (Vanprastha) and

(4) the renouncer (Sannyas) .
The lhree ashramas namely, Brahmachérya, Vanaprastha and
Sannyas depend on the housenolder or ihe grhastha who pro-

-vides them their daily Sustenance.

On tihe other hand, a woman can be eit-.
-her a motiher, sister, daughter or wife (grhastha). Class-

-ical Hindu laws focus primarily on women as wives and mo-
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-thers. The role of daughter and sister are .0of secondary

importance. Pariicivation of women in rituals is often in

their capacity as wives.

We observe ihatl all lmporiant Gods of
Hinduism have been married 'housecholders' and are worship-
-ped along with their wives, for instance, Rama and Sita ;
Shiva and Parvati, etc. 7Thus, it 1s evideni that 'conjug-
_ality' is ceniral to the Hindu thought. According to the
Hindu view of life, 1% 1s nccessary for a man and a woman
10 marry iﬁ order to achieve the great'ideas 6f life,i.e.,

dharma, artha and kama.

According 1o Hindu philosophy,mafriage
is notl only the union of two physical beings, butl is a un-
-ion of two souls. The true purpose o1 marriage is compan-
-lonstlpe. "Iv @lms al indiviaual's viological, emotional ,
social and spiritual fulfilument and developmeni through
union wiih a person of ihe opposite sex and through Tthe
relationship which neither could achieve in isolztion "

(Kapur;1973:84-85)

This chanter is devided into two se-

~-ctions. The first sectiiocn deals with the interpretation
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of conjugality in Hindu South Asia as intewreted by differ-
Zéfit social scientists (anthropologists., psychologists and
sociologists). The next section deals with .the nature of

husband-wife relationship.

Section I
Theories of Conjugality 3

Here, we shall be dealing ~with the
theories of conjugality as opined by differeni social scie-

-ntists from different perspebtives :

Irawati Karve's iﬁeory of conjugality
is mainly based on the variation in the aspects of conjuga-
~1ity in North and Seuth India mainly dﬁe 1o the variation
in vhe marriage and family systiedms in these two different

Zzones.,

North Indian family is patriarchal,
patirilineal and patrilocal. Here, in marriage the girl is
given outside of the kin group and the local group. Thus,-
the North Indian families extemd their relationship  to
those with whom they do.not have kinship iies, i.e., by

marrying somebody who 1s removed oy less ilhan seven degrees
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' from the father's and five degrees from the mothersside.

However, in South India along with
patrilineal sand patriloca1 fa@111és there are few ~other
sections of the population which are matrilineal and matr-
'~-ilocal as well. Among the patirilineal and patrilocal fam-
1ilies in Soutn India tnerkinsnip ties are strengthened th-
~ =rough crbgs-cousin-andvuncle-nlece marriage. Bome matril -
--ineal and matrilocal families pr?ctice-tﬁe.system'of 'vi-
-sitlhg husband'g Howewer, some écnolars dismiss this: as
"mock marriage' and notl proper marriage as such because
here, the husband and the wife doznot stay togather which

incidenthdlly is one of the most imporiant criteria for a

proper marriage.

Expressing a parallel view point Veena.
Das valked avout the differences in the North and South
Indian wmarriage systems. According to her as quoted in Jain
(ed.), she says;
T»n South marriage is a means of reinforcing an -
already existing relationship while in the North

the marriage is primarily for establishing  new
relationships. (Das'$1975:81)

According to Karve, in North India ear-

ﬁlifwarriage is preferred and parents of the groom and the

+ ¢ Details at page number 8.
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bride arrange the marriage. The girl afier marriage goes 10
a completely new place, and most of the time.she goes 10
live wiih her husband and his parents'and siblings in a- jo-

-int family.

In such families men and womlen are se-
-gregated under most conditions. Men spend thelr time in
the company of other men-folks. Thile women spend their
time in the company of other women in the family. After
marriage, role of 'bahu' or the daughter;in—law is more
03 . .

important than the roleawife in one's life. According 1o
Karve;

The woman has many new and far-reaching adaptat-

-ion's 10 be made aftier her marriage but they are

not in terms of a life of all absorbing passion

of two people together. She has 10 adjust herself

10 a big group of wmen and women. The loyaliy. to

her husband is loyalty to the agnatic joint fam-

-ily of the husband.: (¥arve;1$65:12)

Thus, in a joint family, the wife~husba-

-nd relationship (conjugal) does not become  primary -

in one's 1ife because intimate relationship beiween
husband and wife is not encouraged by the elders of the fa-
-mily. As Karve has meniloned;

Afier marriage he (young married wman) may see his

wife now and lhen moving and working with another

brides in the .house. .He ceremoniglly commences to
live with her afier : - she reaches puberty
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and then also hisiAmother and auntsS. A man speaks

40 his wife only occasionally when young. (Karve,
| _1965 212) _,' o B

While dlscussing about the nature of >

R

- conjugal relationship, Sudhir Kakar is also of the same op-

-inion ihat nusband-wife attacnment is dlscouraged by ethe
elder family members 1n a 301nt famlly, because i1 is cons-
‘-iderea as a threat to the solidarity of the family,

i

Any signs of a developing attachment and tender-

~ness within the couple are discouraged by 1he

elder family members.... every effort is made to

hinder the development of an. 1ntimacy within the

couple. (Kakar~1978€74) _

Accoxding to Kakar, 1nt1macy in conju--

-gal relationsnip comes late in one's llfe 1.e., ‘when a
wowman becomes the mother (of a boy). The same 1s the case
for a man, In the later stage of married life, he may spe-
-ak te his wife more often, but even then direct addreéss
10 her 1s forbidden by convention. This is because, in the
years of middle age the husband wife bond no longer seems to

threaten the solidarity of the family, but possibly even

to represent the Tamily.

Howevef, the kinship system in South
India presents a complicaied pattern of Kihship ties and

family organisation; For instance, in the matrilineal joint
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Iamily.bf‘the'Nayar type, no relations by ma:riage l%¥ve to=
.Qggther;«The wife of every male member is a‘déﬁber of gnois
-her hoﬁsenold where her motlher, brotners,'sisters and the-
~ir and‘hér children live. fhe foilowing,diagram reprgsénts
tne'matrilineél joinv famiiy among tne_Nayars; The diagram

represents the practice of 'vigliting husbands'.

Diagram ¢ 1.1'

Matrilineal = Joint TFamily

It can be seen from ihe above diagram
thaf a2 man visiis his wife occasionally and therefere the
husvband of each married woman visiis her occasionally. Thus,
there is only sexual relationship beilween a man and a woman.

Companionship is absentl in such families as women's brother



looks after her children.

However, among the patrilinear group 1in

South India, marriage is prescribed and preferred beiween

certain relatives, such as :

(1) Uncle-niece marriage :

For instance, among the Tamil Brahmins

a'girl is allowed to marry-a younger brother of her mother.

(2) Cross-cousin marriage @
| | Here, marriage_of 2 boy with his moth-
-er's brother's daughier or father's sister's daughter 1is
allowed. |

In South India, a girl after warriage
moves 10 the place of her own relatlives. A wo@an in Sbuth
lives and moves freely in her father-in-law's house. Even,
her position in the family 1s high a8 compared'to the pos-
-l1tion of women in North Indian families, because in south
men is the cross cousin and the playmate of his future wife
not her lord and master (as in North). Marriagevor sexual
life is a culmination of friendship started in childh&od..
Many scholars like Veenz Das opine that this provide a betti-
-er adjusitment fdr a 8irl 1o her parenis-in-law. She argu-

-ed thatl there is an advantage of marrying a girl into an

i
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already‘familiar family as it is easy for the girl 1o adj-

-ust with her in-laws. However, she has also mentioned ab-

-out;

The disadvaniage thati some psychologists have ;. . .=
pointed oui,ngmely, the possibility that sex-

-ual adjustment is difficult when the husband

and wife have known each other since childhood.
According to this argument, the familiarity

which makes for easy familial adjustiment also

makes it difficult for a man to experience the

same erotic excitement as he would for an
unfamiliar woman, (Das;1975:81)

The above discussion shows that conju-
—gality‘is subérdinate in North India where zgirlc:after
marrizsge moves té a sitranger's place. Whereas in South In-
-dia, man and woman usually know each‘other before marria-
-ge€. So there 1s no question of suppression of conjugglity
by the ealders of the family; Moreover, girl after marria-
~-ge moves 10 the house of her own relatives where she has

greater freedom =2s compared to the girls in North India.

Veena Das, in her =z2riicle "Masks  and
Faces - an essay on Punjabi kinship" (1976), talked about
the nature of conjugal relatlionship aumong the Punjabis. 
While discussing the characterisiics of Punjabi kinship,shé
has télxed aboutl two stages i.e.,'Back stage z2nd Front sta-.
“ge. Back siage 1s derivéd from thé rules of ngturé,is ass-

-ociaved with the private life of the husband and wife.Whe-
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I3

-retziological needs like, sex can noi ve suppresséd. On
the other hand, froni siage 1is derived.from the rules O}
cul ture and is‘associated wiih the public life of the co-
;uplé which is based on certain rules and regulations.The
main reason is that sex is associated with shame so it
should be kept away from the front stage. These two stages
are distinct xthough lhey may partially overlap. According -
10 Veeﬁa Das,the Punjaoi belief is that coﬁduct derived
from the 'pioclogical suobsiratud' can noti be . suppressgd
but that it should be kept 1n ilhe back siage. away from
public view. The back stage is not any less real than the
front stage where behaviour is governed by rule derived

from the cul tural stratum. (Das;197651)

By 'biologicﬁl stratum' Veenz Das means
the two fund=menti2l facis of biology, i.e., procreation =nd
copulation. Both of which are recognised to creatle strong
bondscbeilween Pergord, Procreatlion creates affcction between
mather and child, and is concepiualized as an 'act of sacr-
-ifice'. Another biological acti which creats obonds between '
1Wo persons l.e., husband and wife, is the act of coitus or
copulation. In the front siage i.e., at the cul tugal level,

bonds resulting from sexual relations are not given import-
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-ance. At his level, the¢ only jusiification for sex is that

it is notv necessary for procreation.

, Thus, sexuality is not denied,,it is
only Eggfiggﬁa to the back stage which is hidden from the
public. Thevback stage 1is notv oniy considered real, but al-
-so important. Although the sexual ralation obelween the
husband and the wife is not given overi recognitién, but it
is realized that sexuality creates strong bonds between th-
-em, IV is believed thal the processes of procreatiion and

copulation create strong ties beilween husband and wife.

However, there is one important differ-
-ence between these two types of redationships i.e., g man
cannot alter the fact that he was born of one particular
woman and was nourished by her milk. On the other hand, it
is believed that theé demands of sexuality can be satisfied
by any woman. As Veena Das has writtien;

People often say that a wife is replaceable since
one woman 1s as good as another purpose of procr-
-eatllon, butl that a wother is irreplaceable. As a
proof of this they ofien quote the fact that when
in pain a person always calls his mother (haay
waan) but never nis father or his wife. Thus, they
argue that when all ohe's defences are down as in
sickness, and all the masks of soclal obligation
have been laid aside, one turns for comfori to
the mother. (Das;1976:4)
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Front stage 1s governed by socially co-
-ﬁstructed rules, These rules demand a compleieISuppression
'of the sexual relation between the husbgnd and the wife, gs
sexuglity is relaied with shame. e.g., in the presence of
elders, a woman should never sit on the same bed as her hu-
-sband. During day time, a newly married couplé is supposed
to ignore each other completely.

A man faces conflict between the bioiof_
~-gical ties created by sexualiily and the previously existing
biological ties with his mother. Sometimes a man may obey
all the rules in front of others but may also giwe signals

from the 'back stage' to convey the 'real' siate of affairs.

: Thus conjugality is suppfessed but not
denied as it is necessary for procreation. Conjugality is
rel egaked only to the privatle life (back stage) of the

husoatia and the wife. They have itosuppress their emotions

in front of elders as g part of thelr respect to themn,

Like Veena Das , Lynn Bennett has also
talked about the private and the public life of the couple
in Nepal; "The bride's relation 1o her husband in public

and private 1s necessarily two faced." (Bennett;1883%:180)
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According 1o her, the public role of the wife towards her
husband is one 6f ‘respect-avoidence', Young wives can not
address their husbands in the presence of others. Here,
l1ike Veena Das, Lynn Benneiti has élso meniioned the conce-
-pt of shame. As one woman remembered her early years as a
daughter-in-iaav- "I could iny speak to my huéband in our
room. If I were to talk o hiu outside, then 11 wbuld be
'1aj! (shame,’embarrassment). He didn't talk with me nor 1

with him." (Bennette;1983:172)

Iﬁ pUbiic; i.e., in front of others
(specially elders) husband and wife are supposed to ignore
-each other. Benneilti has called this 'Concept of Mutugl ig-
-norance'. In Nepali soclely ihe posiiion of wife is very
low as she %8 supposed to serve her husband in every poss-
-ible WaYe €e8., She wusit walk behind him, eat after he
has finished, refer 1o him in honorific terms. for a Nepa-
;11 Hindu bride the husband is considered as God and it is

her 'dharma' to serve him in every possible way.

The expression of the wife's deference
is found in the ritual where the.woman washes her husband's

feet and drinks that watler by splashing some of it into
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her mouth. Yife also takes food in the unwashed plate from
which her husband has eaten and consumes whatever food he
has left for her. The implication here 1s;
Boih the plate and ihe lefl over food are cons-
~idered jutha or polluted; likewise ‘the water
from washing the feei, an impure part O0f the
body, is considered defiled. The wife's consum-
-ption of her husband's foot water and his left
over food is symbolic statement that he is so
high above her that even his impurities are pure
for her. (Bennett;1983:174) ,

" Thus in the Yepall soclety +‘the - wife
has to show respect to her husband not only in public but
she has to show extreme resvect in private also. As Ben-
-netl has mentioned;ﬂﬁn equally important part of the hu- ‘
-sband-wlfe relationship - ideally in both public and pr-

-ivate aSpects - 1s the extreme respect which a wife must

show to her husband”." (Bennett3;1983:174)

In the'light of the gbove argument it
may be referred that wbmen 1ry to vlesse her husband thr-

-ough service and humiliation in order to make her own

+ ¢ Here, it may be mentiioned i1hatl the views of Lynn
Bennett is an extention of Veena Das's view pointe
Bennelt mentioned that the wife has 10 show her
respeci 10 her husband both in public and private
life while Veena Das meniioned that the. wife has to
show respect 10 her husband in public only and
there i1s no mention of aspects in private life,
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po$1t1on strong in the_family, because her position in her
house depends a gréat deal on her husband. Moreover, pdly-
-gamy is socially and religiously sanctioned among high -

caste Hindus. So, bringing of another wife is a constant

thregt which exércise a.hold over the new wife.

Tike Veena Das and Lynn Bemnett, Sudh-
~ir Kakér (a psychd—analyst) is also of the opinion that
husband-wife attachgment is alway discouraged by the elde-
—fs (in a joint family) because i1 is considered as a thr-

-eal 10 the solidariiy of the family.

Kakar also talked aboﬁt the 'public'
and 'private'! life of the husband and the wife. According
to him, in public, husband and wife cannot express any aff-
-ection and interest in each other; they meet in private
only for a brief period during the night. So, there is ha-
-rdly any intimacy between ihe couple specially in the be-
-ginning of the mzrried life of the couple. Intimacy deve-
~lops léter in amarried life, as boih pariners slowly matu-
-re into adult 'householders' and when the husband-wife

bond no longer seems 10 threaten the family solidarity.

Unlike Veena Das and Lynn Bennet(who
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has taiked aboutl the sirong relationship between'mother
and son), Kakar has pointed out an element of antégonism
betwéen opposite sexes,especlally aggression of mother to-
-wards male child, and atfection beiween mother and daugh-
-ter. According to Kakar, aggression of motﬁer towards ma-
-le child 1svrooted in the.cultural devaluation which she

has to face from the beginning of her life.

In ner own natal family a girl sees
the preference for sons over the daughter, social inferio-
-rity and dependence upon men. Girl has to go through psy-
-chological crisis during marriage when she is married to.
;‘complete siranger and has o0 adjust in the new environm-
-ent of hervhusband's family. Shé has 10 be obedient and
compliant and has to fulfill the wishes of her husband and

other membérs of his family.

Thus, this kind of ineqﬁality resul ts in
the heightiened female hosiility and .enMy towards males._It
ithe woman percelves that gender 1s responsiblevfor the st-
-alus hierarchy betiween the sexes and if because of cul tu-
-ral 1aboos, social inferioriiy or her dependence upon men
she is prevented from expressing%er anger en this point ,

then the only posslible revenge agasinst oppressive masculi-
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;'-nwiy can be her aggression towards male child. However N
LT Kakar is of view that except for certain communiti-
chis does not appear 10 be characteristic ef Indian

f,wo¢gn, given the ev1dence of songe, tales and other kinds

‘of felklore perhaps. Perhaps, the aggression of women aga—

1nst themselves may be due to. the feelinge of worthlessn-

d inferiority 1n the patriarchal set. up, where wom-

n: ganot 1egitimately show her anger against-men. '

- On the otner hand, Sudhir Kakar has

*talked about the hostility between male and female (motheu

feghostility towards her son)  Whereas on the other hand
;:heihas talked about the affection between females (motherb’
%affectiOn towards her daughter) In her daughter, the mot=
7i~p9r~re-experiences herself as a cared for girl, and" 1h'
iadian socliety, aAdaughter-is considered as a 'guest' in
rher ‘natal family. As Kskar says- " Mindful of her daughten
_ _rfe developmeatal fate, ihe mother re-experiences the em-

e

-otional conflicts her own separation-had once aroused |,

;an Znis in turn tends 1o 1ncrease her indulgence. and sol -

“tude towards her daughter." (Kakar'l978 60-61)

Unlike Sudhir Kakar;who_talks about

“the. aggression of females towards male children, and aggr-
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_ession of females among themselves, another psychoanalyst,
Ashis Nandy talks about aggression of men against themsel -
-ves and this self-aggression, according to him, 1is dué t0
Indian 'matﬁifocal culture'+'in which uliimate authoritj
in the Indian @ind-has always been feminine. Copley as qu-
-oted inﬁdaplan says, "Thai is because of the 'excessive'
emotional demands of the mother upon the son, as well as
the fear.bf the loss of seminal males in India tend.to

feel highly threatened~by women." (Caplan;1987:285)

According‘to Ashis Nandy, in ihe ear-
-1y years éf the child's life, the mother is the only true
and close authority to which the child is exposed. It is
only with respect 10 his mother that he recognizes his own
self as an individual. A male child often finds his motihe-
-r's tickle, angry and'incoopgrativeubecaUSe of her inter-

-mif tent presence in the house. Son's anger is often dire-

+ ¢ India, an agricultural society emphasises the
- feminie principle in nature, to see the nature

as a mother on whom man is totally dependent
for survival, Moreover, the deities worshipped
for the critical sectors of life are all moth-
-erly figures. In other words, the ultimate
authority -dn the Indian mind has always been
feminine,
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-cted toﬁards nis fickle, ghgry'and ;nCOOperative mother_,.
‘but he caﬁﬁbt expréSg-hiéﬁé@ger,towérds‘he: because of the
fear‘of counteraggfe$§§on. This'fééﬁifslin wale-gelf aggr«
H -ession.in our wmatrifocal society.’ | | | }
Thus, in male-female relationships wi-
~-thin the family, it is the mother-son relationship, which
is verj St:ong and moré impoftanf than the cénjugalr(husb-
.~gnd-wife) relationshiﬁ in India. This is'because; the tr-
-aditional family values respect women's motherhood rather
than‘the-role as a wife and as a daughter. Women's respect
1n the tra&itional systeh.is~non-protected through her fa-
-thér or husband, but through hér son. Son is the major
medium of: self-expression for ihe Indian mother., It is al-
-s50 through the soh - and en.the son that she exercises
her aufhority. Son 1s the only mz2le in a female's 1ife on
whom she can exercise her authority." Thus tﬁe mother - son

relationship is the basic nexus and the ul timate paradigm

+ ¢ To a son, mother's image is of an angry, fickle and
incorporative mother. This shows the aggression of
females towards male :children,mother towards her son,
as mentioned by Sudhir Kakar. To a male child his own
father is his model of mgle identification,who himse-
-1f is more a mother's son than a noman's son,
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of human-social relationships in India." (Nandy;1980:37)

Gore is also of the opinion that most
of.the males considered themselves closer to their mother
than to thelr wives. Which proves the minimization of the

significance ofvtne conjugal:bond in the family.

In the 1ight of the above discussions,
it may thus concluded that it is the 'mother-son' relatio-
-nship which is more important in India as cdmpared t0. the

conjugal relationship. It may be because the 'ideal -typic-

)

o -al! family fbr'Indians is the joint family. Where 1htimav
TS% -cy. in the conjugal relationship {2t 1least in the early

! years of married life) is considered as a threat to the
%E ‘staoili;y of the joint family. However, even in nuclear

households, man is closer to his wmother than 1o his wife.
It may be becausec the nuclear households in India 2re not

really nuclear families.+

As mentioned esrlier, the nature of

conjugality in the Indian system may be dévided into two,

+ ¢ They are merely an extended family where
kinship ties are not completely severed.
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namely, the front stage or Lhe public life and the back
stage or the privaze life. In a patrlarchal set-up, the
intimacy between tne husband and the wife in public 1ife
is discourageq,ﬁﬁoweyer, the interaction pattern beilween
the husbaﬁd:and};héfyife takes a different dimension in
the private‘lifé; Tﬁeﬁr relationship in private is based
oﬁ close physi¢a1 intimacy resulting in deep emotional
attachment to eachfotﬁer. In sum, it may,ihus be condlq-
-&ed'tnat conjugal relationship is always subordinate to

the requirements,of the larger social systlem,
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SECTION - II

This section deals with ithe nature of
husband-wife relationship in Hindu South Asia. There are
different ways of interpreting the husband-wife relations-
-hip; for instance; the husband- wife relationship may be
Based on the concept of 'equality'. According 1o the belief
of ihe ancienty indian‘religion, woman is an egual partner
and companion of the man i.e., her position is egual to
that of the wan. If husband is 8wami, she is Swamin; if
husband &s Deva, she is Devij; if husﬁand is Vishnu,xshe is

Yaxmi.

On the other hand, husband-wife relat-
-ionship is based én bhakti or devoiion i.e., the relatio-
-nship beiween superior and imferior. Where, husband as a
God is superior and wife as a devotee of her husband is
1nferior.-The highest dharma of 2 Hindu wife is Patiwvrats
l1.e.; complete devotion and loyality of woman to her husb-
-and. Husband& is her God and is the only mean¢of ultimate

salvation.

Whereas, in the social structure of

the tradition-oriented family, the husband-wife relations-
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her master and serve hlm faithfully. For 1nstance, Dumont

5has expr'ssed that,'

) _ er husband at a distance in
o processions ing - journeys which can be ta- .
-f-ken as a symbo-'af the relative position -of
the two-.sexes. The wife dees  not sit down in

the husband's presence, or she does not sit
. ‘at his level. She serves him at meals and do-.
. =é8'not eat untii‘he eats. This shows the su-.
- { “bordinste ‘positi fﬁwomen in the- society.-_
',,(Dumont°1986 22 ‘

It 1s not only the husband—wife relat-

-1onsnip which is hier chiaed. Infact marriage‘ttself is

hlerarchized. For instance;'ﬁrlmary marriage, where 1t is
performed according to the rituals and this enqbles the
couple to magke offerings t0 the Gods and fathers. However,
in supplemehtgry_or subsidiary marriasges: - there'are no
rituals 1nvolv§d gnd_tﬁe'partners are notv éiigible to make

. offerings to Gods. “

In case of woman, her Tirst marriage
is the primary marriage and is indissoluble even by the

death of the spouse, alihough, womer can have other unions.
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For example, in Punjab, s woman being married to one brot-
-her (usually the eldest) is shared by other brothers also.
- Among Nayars, women  can have unions with men other than
'their ritual husbands. In the case of devdasis (Temple-se-
-rvants), ithe girl is given in marriage to a God (her pri-
-mary marriage is 10 a God), whereas other men can have

sexugl relations with her.

On the other hand, the practice of le-
-virate allows the widows to marry the younger brother of
her husband. For example, widows in Punjab are at iime in-

—herited by their devars."

Héwever, in the case df a man, his fi- .
-rst marriage becowes the primary marriage only when it
bears him children i.e., preferably sons. In most of the
places South Asia, 2 man has option of téking other wives
in case the first wife is barren or she is unable 10 bear

him a son. However, in some royal castes, a man can go for

a number of marriazages even though the above mentioned con-

-ditions were not met.

+ ¢ Husband's:younger brother; it has its roots in the
Sanskrit word dvitiys vara,meaning 'second husband'
or groom,This appears to reflect the fact that in
some ancient sasiras or codebooks a husband's bro-
»lher might be appointed to beget a son upon his
brother's widow. (Kolendo'1987 289)
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Apart from this, men usually have the

fs.of maintaining a concubine or mistiress, or of
ng 10 a prostitute at his will. Whereas, women do

ave such privileges in our society.

Thus in Indlan societly, the double
:d of sexual morality 1e flrmly 1nstitu1iona11zed
a:wife 1s expected 10 be sexually faithful 10 her

husband‘ but a husband can have extra-marital relations

with ther women. ‘To quote Kapur;

9 ale-dominated society, there was

a1l freedom for men to satisfy their lust

with virgins, with other men's wives or with

any wouwan:who made herself available.

{Kapur;1973:261)

- Sexualily of women is always controll -

by placing behavioral restriciions on them. Until her
nhr;iage, a woman is strictly guarded by her mother and

v_other elders of the family because it is considered impor-

,f-feniﬁthat_a woman should be a virgin at marriege. After

mar 1age women veil themsel ves (specially in North India)

der 1o demonstrate that their sexuality is monopoly

heir husbands.,
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The Nambudiri women in South India pr-
~ovide one of the best examples of tﬁe 'control of female
sexualipy'. Among the Nambudiris, who are Brahmins, only
the eldest son marries a Nawbudiri woman . However, his yo-
-unger brothers need notv necessarily marry'a Nambudiri wo-
-man obutv they may have sexual relationship with the Nayar
women (sudras). As a resuli, a large number of Nambudiri

women remain unmarried and they die as virgins.

In anothervcase, most of the men in
S5indh (now in Pakistan) provides a good example for the
control of female sexualiiy. Here, most of the men,because
they were businessmen used 10 20 aoroad and stay there for
yeafs (for business purposes) leaving their wives.at houme,
These men, while away from home were relatively placed in
a position to have extra-marital affairs. Neanwhile there

wives remain with their in-laws in suppression.

Tikewise, in North India, a kanya or
unmarried gir) is worshipned as a devi during the Navratira
period. But a woman can not be worshipped after marriage ,

but she becomes 2 pujarin (worshipper) of her husband.
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In the lighl of t1he aovove arguuments so-
—-me relevant questions may ce raised ¢ In this value system,
why 1s mafriage necessary ? Wheiher 11 1s necessary for the
fulfilment of morzl dutles or the fulfilment of personsl n-
-eeds and happiness ? Is iove disgouraged in the extended
families ? Is there love 'inside' marriage or is it 'outlsi-

~-de' marriagé; or do love and marriage go togather ?

If we see deeply into thé traditional
joint family, 1t apvears that the husovand-wife relatllionshilp.
is not that of primary relationshlp beilween 1IWo sexes. How-
-ever, 1t 1s not the case. Ferhaps, 11 appears that the fe-’
~-male sexuality is suppressed but in rezlity it is not so.
In Indian socletly, because the conjugal couple has 10 subo-
-rdinate-their relationship to the demands of the pailrilin-
-ehl and patrilocal éet-up. Patriline demands the suppress-
-ion of conjugal relationship beiween the husband and the
wife 2t least in public l1ife. However, it appears that the
conjugal relationship beilween the husvand and the wife 1is
relaxed in thelr private life. The conjugal relationship b-
welWeen fne husvand and the wife may thus be summed up as ,
" The shared sexuallly vetween ihe husband and the wife cre-
-ale a strong natural bond vetween them which is extremely

difficult To resist."



Chapter - II

The Methodology
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This chapter'is divided into three se-
-ctions. First seétion deals with the 'methods'.we have u-
-sed for the anglysis of the tales taken from'different m-
-agazines. Second section give the details of the data us-
-ed for ihe present study. Whereas, in the third and last

section we have talked about the 'ideology' of the chosen

J 3
magazines.

Section -1

METHODS

Researéh in the social sciences and h-
-umanities dépends in one way or‘another on careful readi-
-ng of written materials. Content analysis has proved to
be a #aluable research method in many such areas of inqui-
-ry} |

Holstei (1969) survey content analysis

in terms of three principal purposes :

1. To describe characteristics of communication - asking
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what, how, and to whom sonf‘ething is said.

2. To make inferences as to the antecedents of communicatl-

-ion - asking why sometlhing is said.

3. To wake inference as 10. the effeéts of communication -

asking with what effects ‘t‘something is said.

The folllé?wing'diagz"am 2.1 shows the
'Hol stel's content analysis aqd the communicaiion paradigm!
'Content analysis and thé communiegation paradigm'

(Holstei,Ole R.jContent analysis for the Social
Bciences and Humanities;1969;Addision-Wesley:25)

{c
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Holstei also ialked about - Quantitat-
-ive and qualitative content analysis. Quantitative conte-
S < ahalysis méasures the firequency with which,symbols or
other units appear in each category. Using frengncy coun-
-ts.we‘might, e.g., tabulate how many times particuiér th-
-emes and’éituations are%;ppeated in different stories. An
. é.dvantage of Quantification is that statistical methods pr-
_ -ovide a powerful set of tools hotvonly for preciée and p-
~arsimonious summéry of findings, but élso for improving
the quality of 1nierpretation and 1nference; Qualitativev
ébntent anaiysis is based on the dréwing of inferences on

ihe basts of presence and absence of attributes in messages,

’

But we can not Separate_qualimative Cc-
-ontent analysis from Quantitative content analysis, beca-
-use for the purposes of inferences, the frequency of an

assertion is necessarily related to its importance.

Content analyst should use qualitative
and quaniitatiive methods 10 supplement each other. It is
by moving back and forth beiween these approaches that the
investigatorais most likely to gain insight into the mean-

-ing of his data.



32
Pool (1959) summarises : "It should n-
-0t be assumed that qualizative ones are inéighfﬁf;‘and q-
-uantitative ones merely mechanical methods for cheking h-
-ypotheses. The relationship is circular one; each provid-

-es new insights on which the other can feed." (Holstel ;

1969:11)

Apart from conventional techniques of
éaﬁfént 8nalysis (quantitétive and qualitative) as descri-
-bed by Holstei and others, we may make mention of other
st&leSLGI content analysis which we believe are of releva-
_ =nce for the present study of short stories from popular
magazines. Usually classed as modes of 'structural analys-
-is', they have been utilised in particular in the study

or intlerpretation of folk-tales and mythology.

The french Anthropologist, Ctaude Lévi-
Sirauss is the pioneer of paradigmatic structural analysis.
Paradigmatic analysislin folklere describes the pattern b-
-aged on oppositions that are hidden in it and that gener-

-ate meaning.

According to Liévi-Stirauss,"mythemes (

fundamental or minimal unitiof myths) combine in certain



33

,z-hemes , auch as - "Oedipus kills his father Iiana"

or "Oedipus marriea his mother”

or "Oedipus 1mmolates the aphinx"

on ot mythemes results in myths. Myths areii p

5-tant becaase they function as charters for the groups,th_

the way a story 1s told. Levi-Strauss believes that myths

give coded messages from cul tures to individuals, and . twe

messages.

Viadiwir: Propp's idea 1in his Pié

‘-1ng book "Morphology of the Folktales" (1928) deals - '1th

synzagmatic analysis. Syntagmatic analysis ¢$.a text anal—

”-ysea the sequence of events ‘that forms some kind of
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~-rrative . 'Morphology, according to Propp, is the study

of forms,i;e., 1he component paris of something and their

relatiohships 10 each other and to the whole.

Propp(1968) did his work on a group of
. fairy tales and describes his method as follows @ |
We are undertaking a comparision of ithe themes
of these tales. For the sake of comparision we
shall Beparste the component parts of fairy
tales by special methods; and then, we shall
make a comparision of ithe tales according to

their componenis. The result will be a morpho-
-logy (i.e., a description of the tale accord-

T

~ing 1o 1its component paris and the relationg-_
~hip of these componentis 10 each other and to
whole). (Propp;1968:19) :
The essentiai or basic narrative unit
that Propp(1968:21-23) used was what he called a 'function.:
Functions are the different aetions of the characters in
the tale,i.e., they are the constituent of the tales."Fun-
-ction is understend as an act of a character,defined from |
the poinv of view of 1ts significance for the course of t-

\1
-he action

The observations cited may be briefly

formulated in the following manner :

1. Functions of character serve as stable, constant eleme-
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-nts in the tales, independent of how and by whom'they are
fuifilled. They conétitute the fundamentél components of a
tale.
2. The numoer of functions known to the fail')' tales is ii-

-mited.,
| 3+ The seéuence of function is always identical.

4."A11 fairy tales are of one type in regard to their stril-

-cture." (Propp;l968:21-23 )

Propp gives a summary of each function,
an abbteviated définitién of it in one word, and a conven-
-tional sign for it. Same funciions are rather complicated
and have numerous sub-categories, all of which fulfill the

same task. Propp has given thirty one such functions 3

01. Absentation (B) - One of the members of a family

absents himself from home.

02. Interdiction (7) e An 1ntérdict16n is addressed

10 the hero.
03. Violation (§) - An interdiction is violated...

......-...OQ.....O..'.....O......0...0....'...'.QQ....-....

31. Wedding (W) - The hero is wmarried and ascen-

-ds the throne.
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Thus, Propp's most 1mportént operation
'is the dissection of the text into a sequence of successi-
-ve actions. Talés are always composed of certain fgnctio-
-ns (or elements); as functions are essential for the cre-
-ation of a tale. These functions (or elements) are arran-
-ged in a proper way. Thus, the ordér in which events take

place in a tale is very important.

Propp's work has great significance to
us, we. can-adopt-apd adapl 'his ideas for the analysis of
ihe chosen tales. His concept of functions can be applied

T0 the selected tales for interesting resul ts.

A1l the tales consist of certain sequ-
-ences of awtions whom Propp has called 'functions'.He has
dissected the>text'1nto different funtioné according to
.thelr sequence in the tales. Thus, Following Propp, we can
also reduce the content of selecied tales into few mailn - .
gﬁaions.according 10 their sequence in the tales. Actions
(or functions)Aare arranged in such a way that after read-
-ing the sequence of functions one can easily make'out the

whole tale i.e., what is 1t (tale) about ?
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Similarly, following Propp, we have r-
-educed all the sets of tales (we have taken three sets) ,

in such a way that the structure of the particular set will

remain constant for all the tales (of that particular set)

‘i.e., the number and the sequence of functions will remain

‘the same,

1 "TALES OF COURTSHIP"

Tales of courtship are’primarily conc-
-erned with mate selection, where twobﬁartners-pf opposite
Sex meet each other and b;coﬁe deeplylinvolved with each .
other and finally get married (sometimes there 1s a break
up between the pariners-and marriage of the either partnef
with a ihird person). |

Diagram-2,.2

'Courtship Patterns' in the tales of courtship

“RELATIONSHIP

PPROVAL. =
—— SMO0OTH PAR&@TS APPR 5 {MARRIAGE.
£Ncou~rfy . .

| Me‘g‘;‘w& | ‘ ‘ ﬂ Re coNCILATION -l MARRIAGE.
3 — 08sTACLES
;:GIRL /) becosse | OR -

L — STRAINED. T—)Mzsomeem-' -
~NDING. - : : :
L L SEPARATION. BrReAr- LP,
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%e have reduced the content of the sel

of tales into following sequences of functions :

1. THE MEETING :
Partners of Oppoéite sex meet each ot-
~~her. There are iwo sttuations in which partners meet each

other. These situations are :

(a) ENCOUNTER ;

In the present context it would mean, -

when partners meet each other by chance and on their own .

(b) MEETING : e
It would mean, when partners meet Or
ape introduced to each other through a mediator, i.e., a

third person.

2. INITIATIVE :

| When one of the pariners take# the in-
-itiative in starting the relationship of affecfion betwe-
-en them, Initiative can be téken by elther of the parine-
~T8s.: |

[N

5+ SIRAINED RELATIONSHIP :

Relationship between the.pariners after



51 tuation .

-nship _'w.ill‘f’-ffa;; qifnétically break<up between the-. pé.xﬁi_ihéré.
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Se ﬁND : i.e., resulilor ﬁltimate condition.
There are two types of end.:

(a) Happy ending for bothcthe partners:

Conditions where'the original partners
éulminate in marrigge, hence, happy ending for both the p-.
-ariners.
(b) Happy ending for one of the partmers :

Conditions, where eitﬁer'of the origi-
-nal protagosists marry a third person and not the original
~partner yet satisfied with‘a wedlock; Thus, happy ending

for one of the original protagonists.

Tales of marital relations are primar-
~1ly concerned with the conflict between the husband and
the wife, We can reduce The content of thlis set into the

following functios :
IT TALES OF MARITAL RELATIONS
1. RELATIONSHIP

(1) STRAINED RELATIONSHIP :
Relationship betiween husband and wife

are not smooth. The two reasons for their strained relati-

-onships are >
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. o
(a) Confiles s |
4g:.' In this context contlict' 1mp11es that
‘there is a dsrect confrontation between the spouses.
(b).ANﬂETij | |
| Iz ﬁeans when there issno-direct conf-

_—rontation between the spouses 1.e., when one of the spou-

_-ses begins to doubt the relationship (or suspicion)

(11) 188UES

r‘ | There are.certais issues responsible
for the.situation of conflict/%rzgt; between husband and
wite. '; |
(a) Insecurity 3 |
| - Eithex of the. partners feels that he/
she is not getting proper attention from his/her spouse or
p_uhen elther of the spouses thinks that his/her‘spouse is
| 1nterested in some other person. |
(b)) Infidi@elity : |

| DiSloyai or unfaithfulness on the part

of husband or wife (the ‘presence ofcthird person is must).
(c) Inability 1) compromise 3

When husband and wife can not adjust

10 each other because of inflexible and stubborn nature.
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(111i) WIFE'S POINT OF VIEW :

Situatlons of conflicts/omxu}y from the
point of view of wife can be summarised as follows 3
(a) Insecurivy.
(b) Husband's infidelity.
(e) Dominatng by husband. and

(d) Inflexibility.

(iv) HUSBAND'S POINT OF VIEW :

Situations for conflicts/awnxiy from

N
*

the point of view of husband can be summarised as @
(a) Wife going against his wishes.
(b) Inflexible naiure of wife (Stubbérnness) and

(c) Unintended.
e | 2. RESOLUTION

Situations of reconciliation between

husband and wife are :

(1) AGENTS OF RESOLUTION :

. In thé cases of conflict/anxiek betwe-
-en husoand énd wifg,vone of the spouses or -the other tri-
-€S 10 resolve the situation either by creating’situatiOﬁs

of resolutions on their own, or by fdllowing the adviges
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of other-persohs i.e., with the help.gfzgediator. The med-
-iator may be either ;heir friends; relatives or other el-
-ders eic. The mediator performs the work in iwo ways:
(a) Narrative\;
| \ When médiator iries 10 convince one of
the spouses\by reciting facts of_his/her own life or by t-
-eliing his/her own 1ife's simdlar story.
(b) Dramatic ¢ |

| When mediatorAuses'some striking and
impressive techniques or when mediator tries 1o resolfe tm

-he marital conflicis/anxietyin an unusual way.

(11) SITUATIONS OF RESOLUTION :
| This means; the éituations in which r-

;esolution of marital conflict/anikﬁg\takes~p1acé. Thesé

different situétions of resolution between husband and wi-

~fe may.be classified as :

(a) Reunion of Sﬁouses;?

(b) Spouse gets‘io know the reality.

(c) Adjustment beiween the Spouses.
3. TURNING POINTS

When situations of marital conflict/
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o ,-.4’;f'ﬁcomomsx

Among tne spouses who tries to adjust

z;Spouse 1n the situations of marital confli-

5. EAD

We have three kinds of cendscofithese.

séto oi stofieé

(a) Reconciliation of spouses.

(b) Separafi Za : H ‘ '

(c) Open;end iﬁathié sitoation story ends in an inconcl;'
~usive way (one step before the reconciliation or the

separationyof the Spouse@.
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III. REAL TALES ',oi«j DIVORCEB WOMEN

So called 'real' tales also follow:. the
conventions of marration and neavly have a structureand can

‘be reduced into the following functioMs:

1. CONFLICT 3 relationship between husband and wife are not

smooth. Situations ané sources of conflicts are :
(a) Husband's submissive nature (Husband is under ‘the coht-
-rol of his mother).

(b) Dominating mother-in-law; harassment of daughter-in-law.

2. CONTINUING CONFLICT ; because of harassment of wife by

her in laws.
3. ATTEMPTED RESOLUTIONS 3 by either of the spouses.
4, FATLURE OF RESOLUTIONS ; results in divorce.

5. END ; unhappy,~frdstrated, lonely and miserable life.

Régret on their decision.

o ~ We have analysed these functions of d-
-1fferent sed of stories with the help of qualitative and
quantitative content analysis toggther in a tabular form .
Our inferences are based on the frequency counts of prese-

-nce and absence of dififerent atteibutes.
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Section - 11
DATA

The data for. the present study consisis
of 'fictional' and 'non-fictional' tales; apart from it the
are takem : _
real 1ife problemsifrom 'the personal column' of different
magazinés. The major archive under investigation, consists
of ficuional tales, namely -l. fales of 'courtship' or 'lo-

-ve - stories' (Set-1) and 2. tales of 'marital relations'

(set-11).

On the other hand, a very small number
of 'real-life' stories of conjugal relationships from the
same magazinés are~taken. These stories aré characterised
“in relation to set II (tales of marital felations) beca-

-use they are presented as non-fiction,

These fictlonal and non-fictional nar-
-ratives are read in the context of another archive from
the same maggzines, namely the 'personal column' because
this column presents the 'real-life' problems of the typi-
-cal readership of theée journals. Replies givem to the
readers queries can be seen as an indication of the 'ideo-

-logy' of the magazines in whichi;ne;tales are published.
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The following table shows the distrib-

-utioh of the tales in three different sets ¢

Table - 2.1

Disivripbuiion of tales according to thelir themes

S.No. Themes of tales No.of stories %
1 Tales of 'courtship' 9 v_40.9 :
2 Tales of 'marital relations' o1n 50,0
3 So called 'real tales' of 2 9.1

divorced women

Total 22 100

It can be seen from the above table
tnét fifty percent of the stdr;es deal with tales of 'mar-
-ital relations', While about foriy one percent of the st-
-ories deal with 'couriship' and the rest nine percent of

them deal with 'real:life' tales of divorced women.

As we have discussed earlier, all the
téles of courtship and the ficiional and non-fictional ta-
-les pf marital relations aee about the problems in the c¢-
-durtsnip and marriage respectively., In order to get a pi-
-cture of real life problems wé have taken tiwenty seven

cases of the personal column ffom 'Woman's Erae.
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'The.personalkcolumn' in 'Women's Era'
- deals with the different types of problems. Thelir adverti-
;sement in the magazine reads; "Have you personal problems
of any néture wn;ch yoghhesitaie 10 discuss with your fam-
-1ly of friends ? Share it with us, we will try to help

you."
~

We have taken ten issues of 'Women's
Era'. These ten issues dealswiih;total forty one peronal
problems under the‘cdlumn 'the personal polump'. Out of
these forty one problems twenty seven (65.8 percent) prob-
-lems are about the problems in 'couriship' and 'marriage',
The following table shows the:distribution of Two differe-

-nt types of probleums :

Table - 2.2

Distribution of different problems from the *
'personal column' ' ‘

S.No. ~ Problems No. Percent
1 Prbblems in 'Courtship! 11 40;7
2 Problems in. 'Marriage' 16 59.3

Total 27 : 100.0

It can be seen from the above table

that 1ittle more than fifty nine percent of the cases dea-
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~1s with the pfoblems in 'marriage', while the rest of the
problems,(forty point seven percent) are related to the

problems of 'courtship'.

For the present study, we have taken
ten issues of 'Tomen's Era' (from Nov. 1988 to May 1989) ;
two relevant issues of 'EVe's'Weekiy' and a special 1issue

of 'Alive!',

Women's Era claims to be the 'India's
llargest selling women's magazine‘in English', This journal
is published and prinied ;n Delhi, but has offices in sev-
-eral other big cities of India, i.e.,'in Ahmedabad, Bang-

-alore, Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, Patna and Secunderabad.

Eve's Weekly is published and printed
in Delhi and has its circulation only in Bombay, Calcutta

and Delhi.

Alive is printied and publishéd in Del -
~hi and has offices in : Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Calcutta ,

Madras, Patna and Secunderabad.

The 'Women's Era' and 'Eve's Weekly'

deal with the articles, fictions , fashion, cookery,beauty,
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health and several other features. The speclal issue of
'Alive' (family issue) deals with fiction and articles.

It may be mentioned here that the rea-
-dershiﬁ of these magazines is limitled only in certain big
cities of India; Moreover; their contents are elitist (ee.gy
cookery, fashion, beauty, dresses etc.). Hence it can be

inferred that thelir readership is limited to an urban sec-

-tion, like the upper-middle and middle class ladies of t-

- «»he urban areas.
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Section - 11X
IDEOI.OGY OF THE MAGAZINES

'The\personal columnf reflects not on-
-1y the problems in courtship and marrisge, it also refle-
-cts the ideology of the magazines. Thus, on the basis of
advises given in the magazines, the following inferences

can be drawn about the ideology of the magazine.

In"the personal coiumn', courtship or
sel f-arranged marriages are neither sxplicitly appfoved nor
expliclitly disapproved, although the\majority of the prob-
-lems in courtship deal with the~pr9blems, ﬁhich are in m-
~-0st of:sthe cases created by their parents. In some of th-
-e cases the boy/girl are advised either to go for the ma-
~-rriage against the wishés‘of their parents. However, in
many cases girls are advised to inqure about the boy from
his friends and other people in order to make sure about
his sincearity, or are advised to convinge their parents

1o approve their marriage.

The adviees given in the column of pe-
-rsonal problems are reinforced by the the articles in the

journals which deal witih ihe same themes and problems, For
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instance, Chaya Srivatsa's article on 'Arranged Vs. Love
Marriages' (W.E.;16,3633;1989:13-14), deals with the pros
and cons of 'Love' and 'Arranged' marriages. love marriag-
-es, she says, ensures emotlional securiily 1o the couple b-
-ut they have to face parental oppositions; whereas in an
arranged marriage inieraction between the partner; is sli-
-ghtly steained, but the couple getls the support from the-
-ir families. Chaya Srivatsa then comes to a conclusion t-
-hat - "happy marriages don't begin with either love or a-
-rranged marriages, it is the couple who has 10 come up w-
-ith their own working plan for a successful union. The m-

-ain foundation stone of a good marriage is trust and mut-

-ual respect." (W.E.,16,36%;1989:14)

On the other hand, inter-caste and in-
-ter-religious love affairs are at itimes advised to go ah-
-ead as they are believed to be good for national integra-
-tion as well. For instance, in case fomber I(2), the girl
was advised - "Inter-religious marriages remain good only
when each spouse is allowed to follow his or her owm reli-
-gion and botih participate merrily and whole heartedly in
each ether's religious festivals. Such marriages might al-

-850 be good if one person changes religion out of his or

her free will." (W.E.,15,6359;1988:91)
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Another factor, which has been given i-
-mportance in the advice-columns, is the age of the girl at
marriage. For instance, it has been advised normally that a
girl should not wait for too long to get married. For a gi-
-rl the age of twenty years is considered .as the ideal age
to get married. However, for the boys the age 1imit in not
mentioned, as If the boy's age does not make any differnce
in the marriage. Another interesting point is that the late
marriage for a woman resultts in the pregnancy at the late
stage of her 1ife, It may resultls in various complications
and at iimes the chances of giving birth to babies with co-
-ngeniial diseases are quite high. According to one of the
advice columnists, inborn anomalies in the kids depend upon
the 'absolute age' of the mother, i.e., when mothers are o-

~lder than thirty five years. (%.E.,16,%69;1989:35)

Other prominently projected points, in
this column, are the pre-marital and extra-marital affairs.
For instance, pre-marital affairs in ihe form of physical
relationships and emoiional entanglement are botih dangerous
and iammoral for the girls. In ihe case of a break-up, the
8lrl becomes vulnerable to, olackmail on the ground of the-

-se evidences., In these cases where wives have had pre-mar-
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-ital relations.werpe advised not to disclose it to their h-
-usbands unless iheir husbands are likely to know about 1t

on their own,

However, a noteworthy feature in these
advice columns is that the pee-marital affairs of boys are
never discussed. Thus, it seems that the presbarital affai-
-rs are not dangerous for boys as they are not vulnerable

to blackmail in case of a break-up.

On the other hand, no woman confesses
10 a post-marital affair. Bui, posti-marital affairs of the
men are common and they don't need to hide them even from
their wives. In such cases wives are blaﬂmed and not their
-husbands., Foe example, an advice columnist has written;"if
he were completely happy with you, there was no reason for
him to get attracted towards your younger sister. Try to f-
-igure out what he likes in your sister (nature,good groom-
-ing etc.) and try to develop those gqualities in yourself."

(W.£.,16,370;1989: 50)

It seems husbands do not require forgi-
-veness from their wives for their postemarital affairs.Mo-

-reover, wife has to adjust with him by forgetting his ext-
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-ra-marital affairs. For insiance, Usha Bhatnagar in her a-
-rticle 'Can they be just friends' says,

If the girl is married, her husband just can

not tolerate her friendship with another mmn

even if he realises that it's only platonic.

Husbands are basically possessive and will
never tolerate such friendships.

On the other hand,if the girl 1s unma-
-rried and the boy has a wife,the latter's
spouse is often an understanding person as
long as her husband is 'true' to her.In fact
she starts treating the girl as her friend
also and regards the affeciion between her
husband and his friend with indulgence.
(W.E.,16,36531989:12)

Thus, in the light of above arguments
it can be 1nferred ihati,the image of women is projecied as
subordinate 10 their husbands. Infact, in the advise columns
women are usually advised to take a subordinate position to
her husband in order to have & proper married 1ife and a p-
-roper home. For instance, the wife 1s regularly advised to
serve her husband and his family with full‘zeal and devoti-
-on' According to Vinita Dhandiyal in her article 'Against
female chuvinism', "Women's true sirength lies in her sense
Oof realivy, adaptability and her warmth and softness. Even
ambitions and career oriented women should not forget their
special position in the house." (W.E.,16,36%;1989:80-81)
Similarly Krishna Gary in her article 'Working women and b-

-roken homes' emphasized that,"a married woman with childr-
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-en must consider the fact that her going out to work will
not only jeopardise her own health and well-being, it will
also mean neglect of her children and her husband. The An-
-come from the job should be weighed against all these in-

-conveniences and family disorder." (%.E.,15,3613;1988:40)

On the other hand, it has been conside
-ered ithat marital confilcis usually occur pecause of wifw
-e's education and career-consciousness. For instance,Anj-
-ana Dutta in her artiicle 'The last resort ¢ AMITY' has w-
-ritten - "The wife, a highly career-conscious woman,®bvi-
-ously has no mind to play the role of a coy and sybmissi-

-ve wife," (7V.E.,15,359;1988:8)

Similarly Krishna Gary has also menti--
-oned that - "When women start asserting their rights as
wage-earners, the household starts breaking up." (W.E.,15,

361 3;1988: 40)

This projects that women should not as
-ssert their rights, or else thelr marriage is in jeopardy.
Even educated and an independent woman should adjust to

the traditional mores if she wants a home and a happy life.

Moreover, if we see the column 'your

body', we find that a woman's body is for her husband's
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gaze and pleasure. As one woman tn one of the columns has
written - "I am a thirty one year old married woman,having
two children. My husband always complains about my drooping
and sagging bust and does not seem 10 enjoy sex with me."

(W.E.,15,359;1988: 92)

It may thus be concluded that the pres-
-ent magazine (Woman's Era) seems to retain the traditional
and conservative image of a woman,i.e., home is projected
28 the best place for women and the happiness of a family
rests on the mother's patbence and the wife's support and

devotion.



Chapter - III

Courtship
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The present chapter is divided into th-
-ree sectlions. The IirstAsection deals with courtship in g-
-eneral. It also deals with courtship in the Indian socliety
and various other issues involved in the study of 1it. Seve-
-ral observations havebeen made regarding the changing pat-
-tern of courtship in the Indian society. The second secti-
-on deals with the tales of courtship. Here we have analys-
-ed a set of 1ales of courtship. The third section deals w-
~ith the problems in courtship, taken from the personal co-
-lumn. Am attempt have been made to find out the 'real 1-

-ife' problems related with courtship in our socieyy.
Section - 1

In this section we will try to examine
a set of 'tales of courtship' taken from day-to-day popular
fictions. Before starting a proper amalsis of the 'tales of

courtship', let us first discuss -'What is Coutiship?'

Courtship is primarily concerned with
mate selection. It is the process by which two people of
opposite sexes meet each other and become involved:idseeply

until their relationship is converted in marriage. In some



59

cases friendship between two people of oppositle sexes does-

not necessarily lead to their marriage and resul tgsin bre-

=ak=up.

The process of courtship begins with <..
the meeting of two people of opposite sexes, when ilhey come
into contact with each other, sither, by .chance or through a
mediator. The wedding ceremony marks the end of the courts-
-hip phase. However, in some socleties courtship is the fa-
?nndation of the marriage and can be defined as a marriage
oriented relationship. During this period the couple geés
to know each other. Sometimes, strong sexual atiraction br-

-ings the couple together.

In western countiries, couriship is som-
-elimes confused with ﬁating'f Afiler meeling, dating is use
-uglly the next step for a man and a woman who are attract-
-ed 1o each other. But when dating results in finding a -
partner, then dating is a part of the sequence of courtship.
Thus, sometimes dating is an expression of courtship and

sometimes it is not.

+ : It may be defined as heterosexual social interaction
entered into for one or more of the following puposes:
fun,recreatlion,self-developmeni,mutual exploration,
status-enhancement,exploiilation,sex and mate-selection.
(Smart and Smart;1980:158)
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Courtship in Western society usually p-
-roceeds from '‘dating to ‘'going-steady' followed by 'engage-
-ment' and finally the 'marriage' takes place. Sometimes t-
~-here is a break-up between the partners during the courts-
-hip period. Break-up can oe ovefore or even after the enga-
-gement. The following diagram shows the varieties of path-

-ways from dating to marriage.

Diagram - 3.1

Varities of pathways from dating to marriage

~ n BREAK- UP. BREAR-UpP_ -~
ﬂ e < BRrEAK Up e

-

Go//vo; §; rmzz.‘f--?//w/\/& Jo6E ”’5" L ><Ty /VA/?A’//)&E -

| S |

\\ \\ - -
~ —

S~ ENGA G£/‘7£/V7'
S~ \ Bkéﬂk UP.

Note - Dotted line denotes the courtship period resul ting
in marriage.

Source - Smart and Smari(Families - developing relationships
Macmillan,New York)3;1980:166
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Let us now discuss courtship in the In-
-dian context. In Indian socliety, marriages are cussomarily
arrgnged by the family. The purpose of marriage is to carry
on ithe fawmily name and to buildor sgrengthen an alliance b-
-eiween two families. Moreover, traditionally marriage is a
soclal sanction for the establishment of a légitimate fami-

-1y rather than a socigl licence for sexual indulgence.

In traditional Indian families, marria-
-ge 1s usually arranged for ybung people by the elders of
their families i.e., by father or paternal grandfather. Gi-
-rl's parents formally takes the initiative in arranging a
marriage. Young people are not consulted in the choice of a
nate. lhey do not normally see each other before the weddi-~
-ng ceremony. In choosing a mate for their sons/daughters ’
parents usually do not consider personal attributes. They
emphasize mainly the ancestry, local reputation and prospe-
-rity of the family. As Mehta has mentioned - "Marriage un-
-der Hindu orthodoxy was not a matter of free selection be-
-tween 1wo individuals; rather it was an alliance negotiat-
-ed belween iwo families. I1 was an indissoluble sacrament,
blessed by religious Wedic rights in which the individuals

most concerned were not consulted . . . ." (1970:17)
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Thus, only arranged marriages are appr-
-oved or even mandaiory in the traditional Indian extended
families and the romantic attachment of courtship before m-
-arriage is disapproved. One of the reasons for the disapp-
-roval of the romantic attachment of courtship before marr-
-iage in the Indian society is the suspicion of conjugal a-
-ffection between the husband and the wife as it is consid-
-ered a threat to the stability of the family. Disapproval
of the courtship checks the development of an intimate emo-
-tional relationship between husvand and wife and reduces

the threat to the system of fraternal relationships.

Thus, the question arises - Does the H-
-indu tradition recognize the concept of courtship? If we
see in the age af Vedas+, marriages based on romantic love
were recognized. Even Gandharva Vivaha™ was given approval
by socilety as one of ihe accepted forms of marriages. Vats-
-yayana in his Kama-Sutira' considered 'Gandharva-Vivaha' as
lideal ivype of wmarriage. Kalidasa's great drama 'Abhijnana

Shakantalam deals with this type of marriage between Dushy-

+ ¢ Ancient Hindu scriptures, there are four Vedas =
Rig,Sama,Yajur and Atharva.

«e¢ In Gandharva Vivaha bride and bridegroom choose each
other and exchange garlands in g simple ceremony.,



63

-anta and Shakuntala (Kapur3;1973:87)

In the Bpic age the bride had privilege
of choosing her husband in the practice of Swayamvaral. If
we see the conventional mediewval tradition of knightly love
then we find g number of love affairs (mostly with tragic
ends), which are still very popular in the form of films a-
-nd stories, e.g., 'Laila-Majnu', 'Heer-Ranjha','Shiri-Far-
-had','Sohini-Mahiwal' etc. All these affairs had tragic e-
-nds (i.e., partners could not marry), because of paternal
and societal eppositions. This shows the disapproval of co-

-urtship in the medieval period &1 India.

Slowly, with the decline in the positi-
-on of women. with:the advent of systems of Purdah2 and Sa-

-t13

etc., and the lowering of the age of marriage for gir-
-ls, marriage exclusively arranged by parents came into ex-

-istence. These are still popular in ome society.

Recently, we find that the traditional

13 In the Swayamvara parénts of brides called selected
men worthy of their daugbters and the bride has to
choose one among them.Thus,the marriages arranged
by the parents also had the consent of the bride.
2: 118 a kind of veil,usually worn oy Muslim or Hindu,
10 serve as a screen from the sight of men or strangers.
3¢ Its a practice where Hidu widow immolajes herself with
her husband's funeral pyre.
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way of arranging marriage of young people is changing to s-
-ome extent in urban areas. Vatuk's study of 'White collar
Migrants in India' (1972) shows the changing pattern of ma-

~-rriage arrangement in urban areas.

For girl's family in urban areas, boy's
job is more important than his family, property and ancest-
~-ry. For boy's family girl's looks and education are more
important., In traditional families in rural areas, people
imployed formal go-betweens., For example, a man from a Nail
(Barber) caste or Brahmin. Now a days, thks role of mediat-
-or 1s informal and is done by amnyope who knows both the p-
-arties. In urban areas, although elder males of the family
have the fingl say in the arrangement of marriage, the boy
has also more choice than boys in rural areas. The boy 1is
consul ted by his parents and he 1s even allowed to reject
a displeasing match., But the participation of girls in the
choice of husband is even less. As Syluia Vatuk has mentiio-
-ned - "In many urban middle class families it is becoming
usual for the boy and girl to see each other.... A boy may
choose 10 reject a girl whem he has seen....More recently,
the girl finds the boy unacceptlable...her doubts may not be

heeded." (1972:85-86)
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Apart from arranged marriage, self - a-
-rranged marriages do occur in our society. But, such marr-
-iages are not self-arranged in the real sense. Accoding 1o
Ross, " Now the young people themselves tend to select the
person they want to marry and ask their parents approval f-
-or their choice." (1961:253) Such marriages can be called
as '"love cum arranged marriages'. Promilla Kapur on the ot-
~her hand has talked of 'neo-arranged marriage' - shough s-
-ueh marriages are arranged by the parents, the final deci-
-sion restis on the boy's and girl's approval. Promilla Kap-
-ur's study shows that 'working' women now stromgly disapp-
-rove of the traditional way of bringing about arranged ma-
~-rriage. Mehta's study (1970) of westarn educated Hindu wo-
-men also talked about the preference.for marriage arranged
by the partners through pre-marital aquaintance between pr-
-ospective mates. Gore in his study of the dggarwal famili-
-es of Delhi, found tvhat they preferred marriages arranged
by thelr elders, where the pariies 10 the marriage are con-

~-sul ted.(1968:208)

Thus, the above studies show that educ-

b4
. e

-ated women prefer arranged marriage with,consent of the p-

~rospective mates. This reflects the direct relationship b-

-etween the level of education and favouring of consultati-
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-on of the boy and the girl in the cholice of his or¥ her sp-

-ouse, while arranging the marriage.

Sel f-arranged or love marriages are ho-
-wever, more common in Westernized upper chass or upper-mi-
-ddle class families. According to Sylvia Vatuk, romantic
attachgments do occur between two young people and are cal-
-led 'love affairs'. The main reason for the occurance of
the love affairs are , "The chances 1o select one's own ma-
-te is part of 'modern', 'progressive', and Yorward' social
ideology associated with the west and encouraged by the fa-
-nciful and romantic Indian movies." (1972:87) But, the mo-
-st interesting point which Sylvia Vatuk has made is - that
young people generally express their positive wish for 'self
arranged' marriages, but they usually accede to marriages
arranged by their parents. The wmain reason behind this is
thalv - young people in middle class families are Socialized
in such a way that they rely mainly on their parents and r-
-emain under the control of their parents., So, when it com-
-es 10 geilting married, they act according to the wishes of

their parents. (1972:87) °

It may be concluded that love marriages

or self arranged marriages do occur in our society. But, in
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a majority of the cases partners prefer thelr parents 1o .
approve of and endorse their marriage. However, in Indian
society, arranged marriages still remain im norm.But, the
younger generation who atiend colleges (or working) have
ambivalsni feelings about arranged marriages. They prefer
'neo arranged marriages'+ or new type of love marriages.q‘
But love affairs between couples are disappeared (with few

exceptions). Love marriages resul ting from love affairs

are often themes of gossip amomg people in India.

Families play a role ¢tn the courtship
process, aiding orp obstructing the courtship. Parents ex-
-ert a fairly strong influence on their children.Sometim-
-es this leads to conflict between young people and their
parenis. However, in the present day soclety, specially in
urban societies, there is some difference.in the family c-
-ontrol on their children in the selection of partners th-
-an that of traditional society. The following diagram sh-
-ows the mode of control in modern and traditional societ-

-ies,

+

W@&e boy/girl approve their parsnts choice.

Where parents approve ihe choice of their son/daughter.

<Q
o
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Diagram - 3,2

Bode of contol in modern and traditional society
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Source - Smart and Smart (From family control to autonomy);
1980 : 158,
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Section - Il

In this section we will try to analyse

a set of 'tales of courtship' in the light of the following

questions :

1.
2.
5.

4.

5.

How did partners meet each other?

Who takes the initiative?

Is the relationship between the parties smooth in these
stories or not?

In case, the relationship is not smooth, how are aebstac-
-les and misunderstandings between the partners removed
and who does 1t?

Does the welationship between the man and the woman in
these stories result in marriage 6r not? What kind of

ending do these stories have - happy or unhappy?

Here,in order to analyse the stories

of courtship and at the same time 10 answer the queries ,

wevhave dissected these stories into five different parts,

namely, the meeting, initiative, strained relationshipg ,

solution and the ending of these stories.

THE MEETING :

The system of courtship underlies the
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previous meeting(s) of partners before marriage. The more

\
often people meet, the greater the opportunities for getti-
-ng acquatnted, becoming friends and eventually getting ma-

-rried. But how do partners meet,
Table - 3.1

How partners meet each other in tales of courtship

S.No. Situations Ko. - Percent
1 Eacounter” 8 88.9
2 Meeting® 1 11.1
Total 9 100.0

( + ¢ When partners meet each other by chance
and their own,

¢ : When partners meet or ape introduced to
each other through a mediator)

In most of the ceses (about eighty nine
percent) pariners meet each other by chance. For instance ,
in story no. II (The Tangled Web) Nandini met Shivram by c-
-hance in the following way : One day Nandini and Nilkant
(Nandini's friend) went out for a car drive and met with an
accident, Nilkant was hurt and they hdd to go to a dispens-
-ary, where Nandini met Dr. Shivram Sridhar for the first

time,
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In about sixty six percent of the cases,
partners aré either working together, studying together or
are neighbours. For example, in story no. III (News from A-
-broad) Leela and Ravi were working toggther. In story no.
VIII (Fragrpance of Love) Priya nad Ian were teaching 13?5&-
-me university. In story no. VII (The Besf Friend) Manju a-
-nd Satish were studying together. In story no. IX (Mirage)
Vikas and Anubha lived in the same locality. In only one s-
-tory did the partners meet each other through a mediator,
i.e., in story no. I (When Day light Comes) Kaushik is a
middle - aged bachelor, whereas ﬁema is:divorcee with a six
years old daughter, Revati. Revati kmew Kaushik beforehand,
as she use to pléy in his garden. Revati introduced her mo-

-ther, Hema, to Kaushik, at a party.

Thus, in almost all the cases the part-
-ners meet each other by chencg i.e., on their own, witho-

-ut any mediator. (For details, see appendix I)

INITIATIVE @
Now, let us find out who takes the ini-
-tiative in starting the relationship beiween the two part-

-les?
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Table - 3.2

The Initiator+

S.No. Initiator | No. Percent

1 Male Partner 5 : 55.6

2 Female Partiner 1 11.1

3 Uncl ear® ' 3 33.3
Total 9 _ 100;0

( + ¢ Person who takes thitiates the relationship
between the partners.

¢ ¢ Initiator is not explicitly mentioned in
the storfes)

In fifty fyve point six percent of the
cases, 11 is the male partner who initiates the relationsh-
-ip between thé iwo partners. For example, in story no. II
Nandini met Shivram Sridhar by chance and Shivram 8ridhar
to0k the initiative by asking her name. In story no. III t-
-wo men,,Mahesh and Ravi, proposed to Ieela at different t-
-imes, Mahesh and leela were working togather. Once lLeela
fell 111 and Mahesh visited her with a bouquet of flowers.
On the other hand, Leela nad Ravi were family friends. Both
of them were in love wiih each other and Ravi took the ini-

-liatlive by expressing his feelings to leela.
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Only in one case, i1t is the female who
takes the initiative. In case no. I, Hema took the initiat-
-ive by inviting Kaushik on her dauther's birthday (but,she

was under the impression that Kaushik is already married).

In the rest of the thirty three point
three percent of cases i1t is difficult to make out who is

the initiator. (See appendix I)

STRAINED RELATIONSHIPS:

In all the tales, relationship between
the partiners are not smooth after their meeting each other.
Their relationships are simained, either because of misund-
-erstanding beiween them or because of obstacles created by

a third person or party.
Table - 3.3

.8ituations of strained relationship

S.No. Situation No. Percent
+
1 Obstacles 5 55,6
2 , Misunderstandingg 4 44.4
Total 9 100.0

(+: Created by third person or party
No third person is involved)

(e
L 1 )
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It can be seen from the above table th-
-at in fifiy five point six percent of the cases, there 1s
obsilacle created by elther parentis,friends or near kin. For
instance, in story no. VII(The Best Friend) Manju and Sati-
-sh wanted to get marriea. But Manju's parents and her fri-
-end Rekha did not l1ike boy and were very much against that
relation. When Manju and Satish planned to run away, they
were caught by Manju's parents with the help of Rekha, .who
knew about their plan. In other such story (No. VIII),PPtya
and Jan (an Australian) wanted to get married. But Priya's
parents were against it and discouraged her marrying a for-
-eigner. In one of the stories the obstacle is religion (No.
VI). Nisha is a Hindu girl and Sarwar 1stMuslimiq§érwar re-
-moves the obstacle by marrying Nisha secretly in front of
her family deity, according to Hindu rites. .But when Nisha's
sister and brother-in-law get to know about Nisha's secret
marriage with Sarwar, then they took Nisha to some other p-

-lace and never again allowed her to meet Sarwar,

In 1wo stories obstacle is that one of
the party is engaged to some other person. In story no. III
Leela falls in love with Ravi after her engagement with Ma-

hesh (Ravi's friend). Id story no. II wmisunderstanding bet-
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-ween the pariners resulted in an obstacle of engagement.
Dr. Shivram 8ridhar mistook Nandini as Nilkant's sister ,
and sent¢ his propoSal to Nilkant's father. Dr. Shivram Sit-
-dhar.. was trapped and the circumstances were such (Nilkan-
-t's sister had an broken engagement) that he was engaged
with Nilkant's sister. Thus, in this story misunderstanding
between the partners resulted in the engagement of one with
a third person., In story no. IX the main obstacle is the m-
-arried siate of the male pariner, i.e., Leela is in love

with Vikas who is already married.

In two stories, misunderstanding betwe-
-en the partners is because of the possessive nature. For
instance, in story no. I, Hema mistook Kaushik's relations-
-hip with his client I.eela and stopped meeting him. Another

whene

such sitvation is in story no.V, Uma was in love with Gaut-
-am, bui she was jealous of a girl (Gautam's eolleague) who
use to visit Gautam. Una mistook her for Gautam's girl fri-
-end. In story no. IV misunderstanding between the partners

Occurs because of the insensitive, arrogant and selfish na-

-ture of the female,

Thus, it may be concluded that in the

cases of obstacles we find that obstacles are usually crea-



76

-ted by parents or close kin and friends. Anotiher interest-
-ing point is that obstacles are usually created by the pa-
-rents of the girls. It seems that courtship activitlies of
the children are strongly influenced by the parents and so-
we times, 1t leads 10 conflicl beiween young people and th-
-eir parents. fhe parentis of girl creatles more problems in
courtship activities. This may be because female sexuality
in Indian society is related with the honour of the family.
So the parents of girls try to control their daughter's ac-

~-tivities outside, and sometimes even within the houme.

On the other hand, if we see the patte-
-rn of misunderstanding between the partners, then we find
that, wherever there is misundecrstanding between the partn-
-ers i1t 1s because of females or i1 i1s the females who mis-
-understand the male partner. The main reason behind the m-
-isunderstandings in different stories is female's jealous,

possessive and arrogant nature. (F¥or details, see appendix)

SOLUTIONS :
Let us now find out - who removes the
obstacles and misundersiandings between the partners, how

these obstacles are removed?



77

The obstacles may be removed through i-

-he agency i.e., through a mediator. Sometimes there is an

automatic removal of the obstacles in a dramatic manner. S-

-ometimes one of the partners lakes the initiative to remo-

-ve the obstacle or misunderstanding between them,

Table -~ 3.4

Solutions for the removal of misunderstanding/.
obstacles between the partners

S.No.  Types of Solution No. ©Percent

1 Mediator 1 11.

2 Automatic Removal® 2 22,2

3 Either of the partnerx 2 22.2

4 No resolution ¢ 4 44.4
Total 9 100.0

o o oo

With the help of a third person.

When obstacles are removed automatically in a drama-
~tic way.

When either of the partners takes the initiative

for the resolution.

Break-up between the partners)

In apboutr eleven percent of the cases,

misunderstandings between ihe partners were removed by a

mediator. For instance, in sitory no. I Kaushik's uncle Rag-

-hvan (who knew Hema also) acted as a mediator. In twenty
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two point two percent of the cases there is an autematic r-
-emoval of obstacles in a dramaiic way. For example, siory
no. II and story no. I1I, In story no.II the main obstacle
between Nandini and Dr. Shivram Sridhar was De. Sridhar's
engagement.with Nilkantls sister. fThe obstacle was removed
automatically when Nilkant's sister's previous fiance (who
was supposed to have ditched her) came forward %o marry her
in a dramatic way. In story no. III Teela and Ravi fall in
love with each other after lLeela's engagement with Mahesh
(Ravi's friend). Mahesh has gone abroad for further studies
and he was about to come back, Ravi and leela were feeling
guilty. They did not know what to do: Then Leela received a
letter ifrom Mahesh in which he regretted falling in.love w-
-ith another girl abroad. This way thelr obstacle was auto-

-matically removed in a dramatic way.

In tweniy two pointi two percent of the
cases, either of the partners takes the initiative for rem-
-oving l1he misundersianding,obstacles between them. For ex-
-ample, in story no. VIII it is the female partner who took
the initiative to go against the wishes of her parents and
decides to marry Ian. In story no. V misunderstanding betw-
-een the partners was removed, when male partiner, Gautam ,

came to Uma's house and asked her father for Uma's hand.
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Forty four percent of the cases do not
result in resolution. These cases resulils in the break-up
between the partners because one or the otlher pariner was
interested in marrying somebody else or get married with
some other person. For instance, in story no. IV Atul ref-
-used to marry Preeti and showed his interest in marrying
Preeti's cousin Uma. In story no. VI although Nisha and
Jarwar secretaly got marricd, they were forced to live a-
~-part., In story no. VII Manju was forced by her parents

10 marry someother person.

END :
T et us now find out - what kind of en-

-ding do these stories have - happy or unhappy?
Table - 3.5

Types of endings of the tales

S.No. Type of Ending No. Percent
1 Happy ending for both

the partners+ 5 55.6
2 Happy ending for one

of the partnersQ 4 44,4

Total 9 100.0
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In none of the stories there were cases where
the two protagénists gets married to different

‘partnerl °

L 3 )

(Note

+ ¢ Condition where the original partners culmin-
-ate in marriage, hence, happy ending for both
the partners.

¢ ¢ Condition where either of the origingl prota-
-goknists marry a third person and not the -
original pariner yet satisfied with the wedl-

-ock. Thus, happy ending for one of the orig-
-inal partners)’

/

It can be seen from the table that ab-
-ouk fifty six percent of the cases have simple happy end#
-ing i.e., where the original partners got married.iFor-t-
-nstance, in story no. I Hema and Kaushik planned to get
married. In the other stories, no. II, III, V and VIII the
eriginal partners either marry each other or plan to get

married.

Whereas, forty four point four percent
of the cases result in happy ending for only one of the p-
-artners (and unhappy ending fogp the other partners Where-
-as, in few cases picture of another parimBr's life is not
clear. So, we can not make any inference,whether he/she is
happy or not). It is a condition, where either of the par-

-tners marry a third person and not the original, yetu is

satisfied with the arrangement. Thus, there is happy end-
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-ing for one of the original pariners. For instance, in st-
-ory no. VI although Nisha and Sarwar got married, they we-
-re forced to live apart. Nisha was never allowed to meetl
Sa;war. After few years she met Rohit and they got married.
She stayed happily with Rohit (but was unable to forget Sa-
-rwar. Nevertheless, she could not bring herself to tell
Rohit aboutl her secret marriage with Sarwar). Even after h-
-er marriage she was emotionally bound with Sarwar. But, she
could not get in touch with Sarwar ever again. This shows
that although Nisha is happily married but still she is ve-

-fy attached with her first lover.

In story no. IV Atul refused to marry
Preeti and showed his intverest in marrying Preeti's cousin
Una. Whereas, Preeti was very much in love with Atul. Thus,
there is a happy ending for Atul and unhappy ending for Pr-
-eeti. In story no. VII Manju waé forced to marry some oth-
-er person with whom she 1ives happily. Whereas, Manju's b-

-0y friend Satish 'got involved with some other girl . . &

married ged another . . . and then abandoned her after two

kids .. . to go to the Gulf country.' (W.E.,16,3%683;1989:92)

There was a happy ending for Manju. In story no. IX Anubha

was 1n love with a married person, Vikas and they were sta-
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-ying as husband and wife in Delhi. But after seekng Vikas's
relation with his wife and son, she realized that she can
only be mistiress in his heme and will never get the rights
of a wife. She then decided to marry Naveen (who was in lo-

-ve with Anubha) and thus, resulting in a happy ending for

all.

Thus, it is only fifty five point six
percent of the cases that the original partners marry each
other after courtship. Parents have approved their son's/
dapghter's choice for marriage in three cases (33.3 percen-
-t) only.+ Another forty four point four percent of the ca-
-ses where one of ghe parstners warry a third person, We fi-
-nd that in majority of the cases, i.e. three cases out of
four, it is girl who gets married to a person other than
the original partner because of parents diapproval, and was

forced to marry a third person.

In the findings from the tales, it may
thus be concluded that the majority of the tales of courts-

~-hip are abouti the process of falling in love and getting

+ : These three stories emphasige the approval
from the parents of girls. Whereas, appro-
-val from the boy, and not from MWis paren-
~-ts, 1is mentioneds
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married . However, in few cases, there is a break-up in the
friendship. The tales of courtship may thus be presented in
a dtagrmmatic from ¢
| Marriage
Courtiship

Break-up

Our study @éhows that courtship as an
institution 1s not very popular: in India. However, it may
be mentioned that courtship in its limited sense is takimg

its roots in urban areas.
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Section - III

This section deals with the 'real-life'
problems in courtship. These problems have been‘taken from
'The Personal Columnsg'., Here we will try to find out- what
are the different issues resfponsible for the problems in
courtship. We will also discuss the real nature of the pr-

-oblems in order to find out + who is responsible for the

problems in courtship.

IBBUES :

We will first try to discuss the diffe-
-rent issues responsible for problems between the two part-
-mgers, that thwart or threaten the happy ending of the tal-
-es, In the present set of problems, different issues can
be summarized as :
a. Religion / Caste : When the two partners belong to diff-

-erent religions or different castes.
b. Younger boy : When the boy is younger than the girl.

ce Marital state of the partner : When girl is in love with

an already married man, and vice versa.

d. Anxiety ¢ Can be due to
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i, Infatuation i.e., when the girl is helpless in

front of her own emotion,

ii. Guilt i.e., when the girl has a broken love a-
~ffair and is guilty about her previous affair.
iii. Hesitation ; Indecision i.e., when the girl is
in love with a boy,but she is unable to decide
whether the present boy friend is the right p-

-erson for her or not?

The following table shows the different

issues resposible for the 'problems in courtship' :
Table - 306

Issues responsible for the problems in courtship

Se.No. Igsues No.of Cases Percent
1 Religion 4 36.4
2 Younger boy 2 18,2
3 Married state of v
the partner 1 9.0
4 Anxiety 4 36.4

Total 11 100.0
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In a majority (36.4 percent) of the ca-
-ses, the main problem is because of difference in religion
or/and caste. For instance, in case nos. I (2), I (4) and
I (11), the girls are Hindu and the boys are either Muslim
or Christian. In case no. I1(2), girl has steted - " I am a
iwenty six year old, employed Hindu girl, in love with a

Muslim boy." (W.E.,15,359;1988:91).

In eighteer point two percent of cases,
girls are worried about the 'age difference' because they
are older than their male partners. For example, in case no.
I{3), the girl is eight years older than the boy, Whereas,

in case no. I(9), the girl is two years older than the boy.

In nine percent of the cases, girl 1is
in love with a married man, i.e., in case no. I(6), the gi-
-rl has mentioned, "I am an unmarried, working girl in my
twenties. I love a married man having two children." (W.E.,

16,368;1989:82)

In the remaining thirty six point four
percent of ithe cases, the main issue is'anxiety' on the pa-
-rt of ithe girl because of infatuation, guitt or hesitation.

For instance, in case nos. I(1) and I(7), the girls feel
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guilty aoout their broken affairs. In case no.I(10) the gi-
«r¥l is unable to decide whether to wait for her boy friend
(who has gone abroad) to come back or to marry another man.
VYhereas,in case no.I(5),the girl seems t¢ be helpless in f-
-ront of her own emotions and feelings as she has written,
"I am a Muslim girl, in love with my cousin. Buf it »eoks
as 1if he doesn't care for me because he doesn't even reply
to my letters. On the other hand, there is a doctor who lo-
-ves me. He has even proposed to me but I don't feel any g-
-reat atiraction for him." (W.E.,16,367;1989:42) In this
case, it seems that the girl is so much infatuated by her

cousin that she is not interested in marrying any other,

NATURE OF THE PROELEMS :

Here, we will try to find out, who is

responsible for the problems in courtiship.

Table -307

Persons Responsible for creating problems between pagtners

S.No. Responsible Person Specification No. Total Percent

Boy's Parents 2

1 Parents Girl's Parents 1 5 45.5
Both 2

' Man 2

2 Partners Woman 5 4 36.4

3 No obstacle - 2 2 18.4

Total 11 11 100.0
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A. Parental Opposition @

In a majority of the cases (45.5 perc~-
-ent), obstacles between the partners are created dither by
the parents of one or both of the partners. For instance,
in case no. I(3) and I(10) the parents of the boys opposed
the relationship between the partners. In case no. I(3) boy
is eight years younger than the girl because of which boy's
parents opposed their relationship. Thereas, in case no.
I1(107 boy's parents has rejected the girl because she belo-
-ngs 1o a poor family and g¢an not afford a dowry. On the o-
-ther hand, girl's parents opposed the marriage between pa-
-riners i.e., in the case no. I(8) girl has decided to mar-
-ry her boy-friend, who belongs to a different caste. But:

girl's mother is aggainst their marriage.

However, in rest of the two cases, 1l.e,
in I(1) and I(11) parents of both the partners created pro-
-blems. For example, in the case no. I(11), two partners b-
-elong to different religions oecause of which their paren-
-1s opposed their marriage. As the girl has mentioned in
her letter - "I am a twenty gear old Hindu girl in love wi-
-th a Muslim boy of the same age and want to marry him....

our parents are opposed to this marriage." (V.E.,16,371;

1989:23)
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Thus, 1t may be concluded that in a ma-
-jority of the cases of courtship, parents opposed the rel-
-ationship betiween the partners mainly because of differen-

-ce in religion, caste or class between the two partiners.

PARINER :

In thirty six point four percent of ca-
~ses, one of the partners created problems. In two casess,
I(2) and I(7), the boy creates problem for the girl. In ca-
-se no.I1(2) ooy creates problem for the girl because of his
coné}Vative ideas about his own religion. To quate from the
column ; "I am a twenty six year old, employed, Hindu girl,
in love with a muslim boy . . . We want to marry, but he
has put a condition - that I must cénvert to Islam before
marriage. He doesn't want me to put a 'bindi', wear a sari,
say 'namaste' in the Hindu style or celebrate Hindu festiv-

-als., This ¥staply can not do." (W.E.,15,359;1988:91)

In case no. I(7), the boy created prob-
-lem for the girl by getting married to another girl becau-
-se he did notv havwe enough courage to tell his parents about

their love agffair.

While in the other two cases (in I(5)
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and I(6) ), problems are created by the girl.hbérself, For
instance, in case no. I(5), the problem is because of one
sided affair, i.e., the girl is in love with her cousin but
cousin is net interested in her. On the other hand, in case
no. I(6), the girl ié in lov; with a married man and wants

10 marry hiam,

Thus, in these cases where one of the
partners 1is responsible for creating problems in the court-
-ship, it seems, most of the time boy creates problems bec-
-guse of his own behaviour (either because of his obstinate
behaviour or because of his submissiveness), Yhile, the pr-

-oblems of the girls are self-created.

Whereas, in eighteen point one percent

of the cases, there are no problems as such.

Thus, in the 1ight of the above argume-
-nts 1t can be concluded that, in a majority of the cases ,
problems in courtship arises because of religious and caste
differences between the two partners, Courtship between in-
-ter-caste, inter-religious and inter-class are mostly dis-

~couraged by the parents of the partners.

It may thus be concluded that, if we
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compare and contrast section II (fiction) and& section III
(real 1ife problems) find that in both the sets, parents c-
-reate problems. In real 1life problems, main reasons for t-
-he parental oppositions are, difference of caste, religion
and class of the two partners. However, these factors are
not mentionéd as relevant in the fictional tales. Another
interesting point worth mentioning is; in the 'tales of co-
-urtship' obstacles are mostly created by the parentigs of g-
-irls. Whereas, in the real life problems obstacles are cr-
-eated by the parents of boys. Thus, we can conclude that
the narrative stories do not necessarily reflect or project

real life situations.



Chapter - IV

Conjugal Relations
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The present cahppter is divided into fo-
-ur sections, Section & deals with the marital relations in
general. Observations have also been made regarding the ch-

-anging trends in marital relations. Section II deals with
the 'tales of marital relations'. Here we have analysed the

husband - wife relationship projected in the fictional tal-
-es, Section III is concerned with the 'real 1ife' stories

of the divorced women., While, section IV describes the nat-
~-ure of the real life marital problems taken from 'the per-

-sonal columns',

Section - 1

Marriage is very necessary part of the
gsoclal system, It is one of the deepest and most complex of
human relationships. Marriage has been defined as a cul tur-
-ally approved relationship of one man and one woman (mono-
-gamy ), or of one man and two or more woman (polygamy) in
which sexual intercourse is usually endorsed between the o0~
-pposite sex partiners, and there is generally an expectati-
-on that children will be born of the union and enjoy the

full birth status rights of their society. (Kuper and Kuper,

1985;487-88)
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Marriage resulis in the formation of f-
~amiky. The common belief is that Indian live in 'joint' or
extended families. S.C. Dube suggests that the nuclear fam-
-ily or small joint family is typical in India. Pauline Ko-
-lenda's study suggests that "most Indian do not live in j-
-oint families." (Kolenda;1987:77) The key elements in fa-
-mily are : father - son relationship, mother - son relati-
-onship and husband - wife relationship. According to Levi
Strauss;

The most easily conceivable and the most easily
observable structfires (which he called - 'Atom

of Kinship') of kinship are the relationship be-
-tween : (1) husband and wife,

-

(2) father and son, ¢.:
(3) maternal uncle and nephew, and
(4) brother and sister.

He opined that;

Father - son relationship is familiar, since the

son may disobey his father; while the maternal

uncle - nephew relationship is rigid, the latter

owing obedience to the former.(levi Strauss;1958:236)

Thus, father - son relationship is a

negative one and maternal uncle « nephew relationship is a
positive one. On the other hand, there is negative relatior
-nghip between brother and sister (Levi Strauss agreed with

Mary Douglas (1963) observations - A brother, not to stay

in the same roof with her, not to speak them face to face,
not to touch them).7hereas,husband-wife relationshin is pos-

-tive (they are boud to stay with one another in sickness as
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well as in heslth)e Lévi-Strauss has represented these rel-

-hsionships as - ( ': :) .

A=0O A
—Q+
According to Levi Strauss, many differ-

-ent combinations can be observed. We may find a symmetric-

-al structure, where all the signs are inverted. For insta-

-nce,
- or =
+ - -

+

On the other hand arrangements of the type, N (; ‘)
- ’ -

occur frequently, but those of the type (+ +) (: :)
. - - ?

are rare, or perhaps impossible.

In India, the structural character of
the dyna@ic relationship between husband and wife involves
dlffereézugocial roles (the role of husband versus the role
of wife), which are complementary to one another and ranked
intoehlierarchy of higher and lower positions. The division
of labour and power-prestige relations between husband and

wife aré crucial structuzal characteristics of the marital

dyado
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The Hindu family is considered as patr-
-iarchal, patrilocal and patrilineal. In the social siruct-
-ure of the tradition-oriented Indian family, the typical
pattern of husband - wife rebationship is 'male dominance
and female dependence', According to the traditional norus,
the husband is an sutheritarian figure whose will should a-
-1ways dominate the domestic scene. The wife is his subordy
-nate and is expected to regard him as her master and serve

him faithfully.

Rao and Ra0,1982; Kapadia, 1958; have
pointed out that women's education and employement have af-
-fected with their actual behaviour with regard to the tra-
-ditional role relationships between spouses, However, edu-
-cated modern woman is no longer willing to accept the dom-
-inance of her husband. As Dube remarked; "The husband is,
without doubt, superior, and has in most families the upper
hand, but practically nowhere do we find him a comtetely do-
-minant, authoritarian and patriarchal figure." (Bube;l1974:

141-42)

More and more of the educated women pr-
~efer to be the copartners of their husbands. Iducated wom-

-en aee challanging the pissive role of the wife in the se-
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-xual relationghip within marriage. Promilla Kapur's study
(1973) indicates that women now prefer mutual participation
and copartnership rather than the husband's superiority and

exclugive role in sex relations,

In this process of changing.attitudes
towards marriage and family, and sometimes because of other
family problems, conflicta between husband and wife may of-
-ten take place. Sometimes conflict between husband and wi-
-fe becomes serious and thus results in separation ar divo-

-TCCe
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Section - 11X

The main aim of this capter is to anal -
-§se the 'tales of marital relatioms'. We will try to find
out the patterns of conjugal relationships in these stories.
Most of these stories are about strained relationship betw-
-een husband and wife, Thus, we will try to find outj;

1. What are the issues of strained relationship between huZ

-gband and wife?®

2. Thether the situatiions of marital tensions are resolved
in these stories, or not? In case, tension between husb-
-and and wife 1s resolved, then one should note‘:

a. Who acts as the agent of resolution, and in what si-

-tuations resolution takes place?

b. What are the tupning points in the situations of ma-
-rital tension leading 3o either 'positive' or fneg-
-ative' results? In other words, we will comsider
what kind of ending these stories have i.e., whether

or not there is reconciliatiion of the partners?

SIRAINED RELATIONSHIP :

A1l the tales of marital relations are
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about the sirained relationship between husband and wife.
Table - 4.1

Situations of tension between husband and wife

S.No. Situgtions No. Percent

1 Conflict” 8 727

2 Anxietyg ' 3 27.3
Total 11 100.0

( + : Yhen there is direct confrontation between
the spouses,

¢ ¢ When one of the spouses beging to doubt
their relationship)

It can be seen from the table no. 4.1
that fifty pereent of the stories (eleven out of twenty two)
are about marital relations and all of them deal with eith-
-er situations of 'conflici' or 'anxiety'. In these cases,
about seventy three percent of the stories deal with the 8-
-1tuations of conflict between the spouses. Whereas, a 11t-
Ztle more than twently seven percent of the stories deal wi-
~th the situations of gnxiety,specially on the part of the
women, For instance, in story no. XIV (Catch the Right Mom-

-ent’), conflict between Shanta and Ramchandran arises when
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Ramchandran tells Shanta to leave her job so that she can
join him in Madras (Shanta was working in Bangalore), which
Shanta was not ready to do. As & result, Ramchandran left
for Madras, leaving Shanta behind, and their marital relat-

-ion reached a critical point.

In another story (No.-XV 'Made for Each
Other') Sudha was in an anxious position when she gets to
know that Mrinalini (Manish's previous girl friend, whom he
had wanted to marry) would be "coming to visit her organiza-

-tion.

ISSUES :
Now the question arises ¢ what are the
issues that result in the situations of conflict/anxiety b-

-etween husband and wife<®

There are nuomber of issues responsible
for the conflict/anxiety betiween husband and wife .in these
stories. Different issues responsible for the situation of

conflict/anxiety can be classified as @

Ingecurity ¢

When either of the partiners feels that

he/she is not getting proper attention from his/her spouse
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or when either of the spouses thinks that his/her spouse

is interested in some other person.

Infidelivy ¢

This is related with the disloyality or

unfaithfulness on the part of husband or wife,

Ingbility to compromige or uncompromising nature on the pa-

-rt of husband or wife.
Table - 4,2

Issues Resposible for the situation of @onflict/

Anxiety between husband and wife

S.No. Issues No. Percent

1 Insecurity 4 36.4

2 Infitdelity 2 18.2

3 Inability to Compromise 5 45.4
Total 11 100.0

In a majority of the cases (45.4percent)
marital conflict/anxiety is because of inability to compro-
-mise with each other. For instance, in story no. XII (‘A
Holi to be Remembered'), conflict between hmsband and wife

was because of uncompromising nature. Usha was nat ready to
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stay in an 'Adivasi' locality, where her huband Naresh was

itransferred. So she goes back to her parents place.

In another three cases, marital confli-
-ct/anxiety is because of the wife's inability to compromi-
-se with her husband. In these cases wives want to retain
their jobs ans control over their self earned money. In ca-
-se no. XIV (Catch ihe right moument'), conflict between Sha-
-nta'and Ramchandran arose because of Shanta's job. Shanta
was working in Bangalore and Ramchandran in Madras, and Sh-
-anta was not }eédy to leave her job. In story no. XVII
(Rema's earning’), Roma was upsetl because she had no costrol
over her own earnkng. Her anxlety increased, when her husb-
-and, Anil, withdrew Rs. fifty thousand from their joint

bank account and bought a car, without consulting her.

In story no. XVII (Making up for lost
time’), Purnima goes against her husband's wibhes and becom-
-e¢ friendly with her neighbour. In story no. XVIII (The
Holiday) conflict arose when swati insisted o spend thelr
holidays in Mrs. Shipstope's cottage, though Nitin @idinot

wanti 10 (this case reflects the stubborn nature of husband).

It may thus be concluded that a majori-



102

-ty of the marital conflict/anxietly is because of inabil;ty
of the wife to compromise with her husbané. The suggestion

seems to be thi$ marital problems occur when women are inf-

-lexible and stubborn.

Thirty six percent of the marital conf-
-1ict/anxiety is because of insecurity (specially on the p-
-art of women). For instance, in case no. X (‘The Open Door)
the main coflict was because, the wife felil that her husba-
-nd liked his mother wmore than her. In case no. X111 (‘The
Verdict), Roopa felt very insecure when she got to know thf
-at her husband, Dheeraj, is told by a doctor about her pre
marital delivery. In other case (No. XIV -"Made for Each O-
-ther’), Sudha suffered friom anxiety, when she got to know
that her husband's ex - girl friend (whom he had wanted to
marry) would be coming to join a show. In case no. XIX (The
Lamp) wife was insecured, as she had no children. She felt
thal her mother-in-law wanted her husband to go for a seco-
-nd marriage. Thus, in these cases, insecurity on the part

) towavds
of wife is because of her pessessiveness @& her husband.,

Only a 1little more than eighteen perces
-nt of the marital conflicts are because of infide¥ity (sp-

-ecially, on the part of husband). For instance, in case no.
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XI (Change of Heart), Ravi started moving around with his

secretary, Julie (infact, he was taking her for a ride). As
a result, Ranjana left him and started staying with her pa-
-rents along with her two childrem. In another case (Ko. XX
‘

Sttd') Raghu visits another woman and does not treat 8ita

well.

Thus, our data shows that majority of
the situaiions of marital conflict/anxiety reflect an inab-
-i1ity of husband and wife to compromise with each other.
The feeling of insecurity is another reason for anxiety on
the part of women, who can not express their feelings 1o
their husbands. We will be able to get the clear picture of
marital conflict/anxiety if we analyse such situations from
two different point of views i.e., one from husband's point

of view and another from wife's point of view.

MARITAL PROBLEM FROM HUSBAND'S POINT OF VIEW :

Now, let us find out, what are the dif-

-ferent situations of conflict/anxiety from husband's point

of view.
Table - 4.3
Situations of marital conflicts from husbandls view
S.No. Situation No, Percent
1 Inflexible nature of wife 6 ‘ 54,6
2 Unintended 3 273
3 Other reasons 2 18.1

Tozal 11 100,0
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It can be seen from the above table th-
-at the situations of marital conflic in a majority (54.6
percent) of the cases arisesbecausé of infexible nature of
the wife., For instance, in case no. XIV (Catch ghe Right M-
-oment), the situation of marital conflict arises when Sha-
-nta expresses her desire to rejoin her office soon after
the honeymoon. The husband, did not want Shanta to continue
her job. In case no. XVII (Making up for Iost Tim€), situa-
-tion of conflict arises when Purnima goes against Arun's
wishes and #decame friendly with Anjali Menon. In case no...
X111 CThe Verdict? situation of marital conflict arises wh-

-en Dheeraj gets to know about Roopa's pre-marital pregnancy.

In twenty seven point three percent of
the cases, wife suffers from anxiety and husband is not aw-
-are of it. So, if we see such cases from husband's point
of view, then there is no situation of conflict as such.
For 1nstance;in case no. XIX (“The Lamp’), Durga suffers from
mental crisis after reading a letter from her mother-in-law
(written to her husband) -

The girl is a beauty and the fantastic thing is,
she looks so much like Durga. The round face, the
hair, the ivory complexion.... I'm sure you'll
love her. 1'11 be coming there tomorroyﬁorning ’
and I'11 try to convince Durga that this move is

really for her peace of mind.,
I hope she will understand and coeoperate
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. +ees because her whole hearted approval

is absolute vital in this case. (W.E.,

16,36631989:36-37)
Durga thought that her mother-in-law is planning for her
husband's second marriage as she can never bear a child(in-
~-fact mother-in-law had mentioned about a baby-girl for ad-

-option). So, thig shows ihat Durga's anxiety was her own

making because of her feeling of insecurity.

In eighteen point one percent of cases
resoms for the formation.of marital conflict, from the poi-
-nt of view of husband, is the inflexible or stubborn natu-
-re of the wife. For instance, in case.no. X (The Open Door)
the main reasom for the marital conflict was Aruna's nature
(Aruna was unable to adjust with her in-laws). In case no.
XII (A Holi to be Remembered), it was Usha's inflexible na-

-ture which forced Usha and Naresh to stay separately.

It miy be concluded that, in our patri-
-archial, male-dominated society, the male (usually the hu-
-sband) is authoritative figure whom wife is suppose to ob-
-ey. In case she goes against her husband's wishes, then t-
-here will definitely be a conflict between husband and wi-
-fe. 1f we see the situations of maritgl conflcts from the

point of view of husband, then we find that, a majority of
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the situations of marital conflicts arise because of wife's

inability to compromise with her husband.

MARITAL, TENSIONS ¥ROM WIFE'S POINT OF VIEW 3

Now, the question arises, what are the

situations of conflicts from the point of view of the wife?

Table - 4.4

Situations of conflict from the wife's point of view

S.No. Situations No. Percent

1 Insecurity 4 56.4

2 Husband's Infidelity 2 18.2

3 Dominating Husband 3 2742

4 Inflexible Nature 2 18,2
Total 11 100.0

If we see the situations of conflict
from the point of view of the wife then we find that a maj-
-ority (36.4 percent) of the conflict/anxiety arise because
of thelr own feeling of insecurisy. For instance, in case
no. X (The Open Door), a situation of conflict arises beca-
-use Aruna thought that her husband likes hks mother more
than her. S0 she became indifferent .with her husband. To q-

-Gote the story; "By compéting ;with her mother-in-law for
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his love, she had unknowingly become reckless and come to
such a state." Thus, the main reason for the conflict was
Aruna's feeling of insecurity. Theeeas, in case no. XIII
(The Verdict) Roopa became anxious when Dheeraj told her
that she may never conceive., To quote the story, "Roopa fe-
-1t ahger rise within her. Who was he to condemn her? She
felt a deep urge to strike him. He had struck at the very
core of her womanhood. Lvery woman wanted to become a mot-
-her." But Roopa did not do anything because of her guilt;
as she has conceived before marriage (she was insecured be-

-cause of her pre-marital delivery).

In twenty seven point two percent of t-
~-he cases, situation of conflict arises because of husband's
dominance. For instance in case no. XIV (Catch the Right M-
-oment), Ramchandran tried to dominate Shanta and he did n-
-0t wanl a working wife. But, Shanta was nét ready to leave
her job. As Shanta asked Ramchandran; "Why did you tell me
before marriage that you did not want a working wife?™ ..ee
"I thought it was understood," he had said. "Any way, I ha-
-ve had enough of this. I am gbing back to Madras tomorrow!

(E.M.,XLII,131989: 44)

In case no. XVI (Roma's Earning), Rouma
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suffers from anxiety because of Anil's dominating nature.le
forced Roma to change her job and later on, he did not all-
-ow her to spend her own earned money on herself. ¥hile 1in
the case no. XVII (Making up for lLost Time); the conflict
between Purnima and Arun was because of Arun's dominating
and demanding nature. The main conflict started, when Arun
told Purnima not to mix with their new neighbouring lady as
he did not likes her looks and dress. As he told Purnima -
"Don't associate much with her - you are the type who geis
so easily influenced. I don't want you moving around in pa-

-nts, at this age." (¥.E.,16,363:1989:65)

In eighteen point 1wo percent of the c-
-ases, the main reason for marital conflict is the infidel-
-ity i.e., husband's relation with another women. For inst-
-ance, in case no. XI (Change of Heart), Ravi started movi-
-ng around with his secretary Julie. "hen Ranjana (Ravi's
wife) saw Ravi and Julie togather in a restaurant, she felt
very humiliated and left for her mather's place along with
her children. While in case no. X (Sita), there is a serio-
-08 marital conflict betiween 8ita and Raghu because of Rag-
-hu's infidelity. To quote the story, "He...Raghu... has

had anotiher woman for two years now." (E.,W.,XL.1I1,4;1989:49)
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However, in rest of the cases (18.2 pe-
-rcent) marital conflict from the point of view of wife is
because of their own nature. For inatance, in case no. XII
(A holi to be Remembered), Usha was not ready to stay in an
' Adivasi' locality as she was féeling lonely and did not 1-
-ike the place. Thile in another story (No. XVIII 'The Hol-
-1day'): Swatl was interested in spending her holidays in

Mrs. Shipstone's cottage.

Thus, it seems that most of the situat-
-ions of marital conflict/anxieily are created by the wife
herself, i.e., mearly fifuy five percent of the situations
of marital conflicti/anxiety are because of wife's own inse-
-curity or 1nf1exib111ty.+ Whereas, forty five point five
percent of the cases of marital conflict/anxiety are becau-
-se of dominafing naturé of the husband or because of husb-

-and's extra-marital affairs.

RESOLUTION
AGENTS OF RESOLUTION :

Whenever, there is conflict between the

+ ¢ Though the wife is made to appear as responsible
- for the situations of marital conflict/anxiety. ;
But these situations are often not created by her.e.g,
in caseno. XVIII,the wife @isobeys her dominating
husband after twenty five years of married life.
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hugband and the wife, one or other spouse tries to resolve
the conflict either by creating the situations of resoluti-

—on on their own, or by following the advice of others i.e,

with the help of a mediator.
Table - 4.5

Agents who tries to reselve the marital conflicts

S5.No. Agents No. Percent
1 Husband 3 273
2 Wifte 3 27.3
3 Mediator 5 45.4

Total 11 100.0

In equal number of cases (27.3% percent
each) husband and wife, individually tries to resolve the
conflict/anxiety between them. However, in a majority (45.4
percent) of thu cases mediator (third person), who acts as
the main agent of resolution of marital conflict/anxiety.
Let us now find out, how is mediation done in these cases.

Table - 406

S.Ko. Types of Mediation No. Percent

1 Narrative' 3 60.0
2 Dramatic? 2 40 .0
Total 5 100.0°
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( + ¢ When mediator try to convince one of the other
spouses by reciting his/her own 1life's sgimilar

story.

¢ ¢ When mediator uses some striking and impressive
techniques or when mediator tries to resolve
the marital tension in an unmsual way.)

Above table shows that mediation is el-
-ther done in a narrative or in a dramatic way. In sixty p-
-ercent(qf the total 45.5 percent cases of mediation) of t-
-he cases, mediation is done in a narrative way. For insta-
-nce, in case:no. XI (Change of Heart), Ranjana's mother a-
-cts as a mediator in resolving the conflict between Ranjar
-na and Ravi. She narrates her own similar story to Ranjanaf
She told Ranjana -~ "I guess a good marriage is based on g
sound foundation of love, trust and forgiveness, and one h-
-as to really work on this to achieve contentment . . . If
you had wade the same mistake and Ravi had not forgiven you,
can you guess the pain you would have undergéne Ranjana?

(W.E., 16,36731989:40)

Thus, by telling her own story (autobi-

-ographical narrat1Vé); Ranjana's mother made Ranjana real -

+ ¢ Ranjana's father had an affalr and Ranjana's
mother had left him. Nearly 2 month later she
got to know that he had taken an overdose of
pills and was in hospital .Ranjana's mother re-
-conciled in the end and Ranjana's father never
betrayed her again,
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-ize that it depends on her to be happy in life, ive., by
forgiving her husband and by swallowing her pride and ego
for the sake of her own family and family's happiness. In
this case, tlke mother's intervention 1B in the forg of aut-

-obiographical narration which succeeds in making Ranjana

compromise.

In the case no.XIV (Catch the Right Mo-
-ment), Shanta's boss, Dr. Rao, acts as a mediator in reso-
-lving the marital conflict betiween Shanta and Ramchandran.
When Dr. Rao got to know that Shanta and her hugband are s-
-taying separately (as they were working in the different
cities) he advised Shanta to compromise with the situation.
In this context Dr. Rao told Shanta about his own sad storyf
Dr. Rao tells his own story to advise Shanta to compromise
Shanta's husband. He did not advised Shanta's husband to c-
-ompromise, thus, giving the idea that it is the wife's du-
-1y 10 compromigse with her husband in adverse situations a-

-nd not in fact vice versa.

+ ¢ Dr. Rao to0ld Shanta that his wife was
profesitnally ambitious and he himself
wasg orthdox.Both of them were admant
and non-compromising,as a result of which
they were separated.Now Dr.Rao is very
lonely and regretting being orthodox. He
told Shanta-"life is based on compromises
«ses chase happiness."(B.®,XLII,1;1989: 46)
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In case no. XVII (Making up for Lost T-
-ime), Anjali Menon, Purnima's friend acts as mediator in
resolving the conflict beiween Purnima and her husband.Anj-
~all told Purnima that it is always in the hands of the wo-
-men 1o liberate themselves ¢ "You put yourself in such a
situation that to withdraw would mean marring your reputat-
-ion as the ideal wife." (W.E.,16,363;1989:67) Anjali made
Purnima reslize her own mistake by telling her own story
(Anjali's husband was suffering from cancer and was in a d-
-eath bed). She told Purnima that she is not blaming anyone
for her own miserable life. In this case,' the wife is wade

by her friend realize her faul ts.

In all the above cases, it is the wife,
who 1s advised to compromise with her husband, by a mediat-
-or -offering a self-reflective narrative., Wife is in these
cases is made to realize that she has to compromigse for ma-

-rital harmony, even if there is no fault of hers.

Mediator in a majority of the cases is
an elde¥ly person t.e., mother in one case and boss in ano-
-ther case, Hhereas; in yet another case; a2 friend acts as
a mediator., Elderly persons give advise on the baslis of th-

-elr own personal tragic experiences.
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In another forty percent of the cases,
mediation is not narrative, but, it is dramatic i.e., when
mediator uses striking and impressive techniques 10 resolve
the conflict/anxiety in an unusual way. For instance, in. c-
-ase no. XII (A Holi to be Remembered), Naresh's friend,Ra-
-nprasad, acts asg a mediatior. Ramprasad tried to resolve t-
-he conflict between Naresh and Usha in a dramatic way.Nar-
‘-eBh and Usha were staying separately. Ramprasad wrote a 1-
-etter to Usha, te'ling her that Naresh is planning to take
in an 'Adivasi' girl. After receiving Ramprasad's letter ,

Usha out of sheer jealousy and anger comes back to Naresh.

In case no. XIX (The Lamp), Durga's mo-

-ther-in-law cfeated anxiety for Durga and later on she he-
-rself resolves Durga's anxiety in a dramatic way. Durgas t-
-hought that her mother-in-law wanted a grand-child so bad-
-ly(as Durga had no children) that she is trying to fix up
another marriage for her husband, Mukund. Durga's anxiety
got over when she was taken to children home and@ her mother
in-law tried io convince her to adopt a child. Durga's mot-
-her-in-}aw told Durga:

You must be honest and frank with yourself, If

you are sure,you can give this baby your whole

hearted love and care, only then can we legalize
this adoption.Ilf you have the glighest doubt in
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your mind, it means your hegrt is not yet ripe
t0 reach out to another human being.
It's for you to decide.Take your time,and
come 1o terms with your thuoghis and feelings.
(".E.,16,36631989:40)
In this case, major decision of adopti-
-on is taken by Durga's mother-in-law. Durga has no inpect
of her own, She is just relieved and her anxlety reduced w-

-hen she finds that her mother-in-law wants her to adopt a

child and not to get a divorce.

Thus, it may be concluded here,in the
cases where mediator tries to reeolve the conflict between
husband and wife, it is the wife who is advised to comprom-
-ise with her husband by a mediator. The wife is always ma-
-de to feel that, home &8s the essential need for a woman.
Surrender and pepression are the qualities which are casua-
=11y accepted as the only way for a woman to retain her fa-
-mily life. Toman is projected as the central element of t-
-he family, a constant adjusting element of the family sys-

*tlem,

SITUATIONS OF RESOLUTIONS:
There are number of situations in which

resolution of marital conflict/anxiety between the partners
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take. place. Digfferent siiuations of resolutions between h-
~usband and wife may be classified as ¢
1. Reunion of the.spousesz i.e., after separation;when one

spouse re-joing the other spouse.

2. épouse get to know the reality: when either of the spou-
-ses gets to know the truth, i.e., when spouse exhibits
his/her love to the other spouse, Or when one spouse na-
-rrates the real situation to the other or when spouse

realises his/her faul ts.

3. Adjustment between the spouses: when one spouse tries to
adjust with or accomodate to the desires or demands of

the other spouse.

Table - 4.7

Situations in which resolution of marital conflict/

anxiety takes place

S.No, Situatdons No. Percent
1 Reunion of the spouses 4 36,4
2 When spouse gets to know
the reality 5 45,4
) Adjustment between the
spouses 2 18.2

Total 11  100.0
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In thirty six point four percent of ca-
«8e8, conflict/anxiety between husband and wife is resolved
‘when oneuspouse rejoins the opher spouse. For instance, in
case nos. XI, XII and XVIII (@hange of Heart, A Holi to be
Remembered and The Holiday); it is the wife who leaves her
husband after the conflict and it is she who re-joins him
in order to resolve the conflict with the help of a mediat-
-or. In case no. XIV (Catch the Right Moment) wife and hus-
-band were working separately, in different cities, and it
is the wife, who joins her husband after getting assurance
from her boss that he will try to transfer her to the same

city where her husband is working.

Therefore, in the situations of reunion
between the spouses, it is the wife, who takes the initiat-
-ive of rejoining her husband. Either she is advised to do
sO0 by a mediatvor (even she leaves her husband because of h-
-is faults) or she herself realizes her own mistake: and she

takes the initiative of rejoining her husband.

In majority of the cases (45.4 percent)
regolution between the husband and the wife takes place’ whe
~-en the spouse who misunderstands the other spouse gets to

know the reality:.and unfounded suspecious are allayed. For
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instance; in story no. X (The Open Door), Aruna felt that
her husband, Siddheshwar liked his mother more than he did
her. But one night, when Siddheshwar Rao exhibited. his love
10 Aruna, she realized her mistake and the conflict between
them was resolved. In case no. XV (Made for Each Other),Su-
~-dha suffered from anxiety when she saw her husband Manish
and Mrinalini (his ex-girl friend, whom he wanted to marry)
togakher. Her suspicion was resolved when Manish said,"I
told her all about our life togather and at the end of 1it,
she said,'May be I could have made you more of & success,
Manigh, but Sudha has:made you happier. . . ."(W.E.,15,361;
1988:96) In case no. XIII (The Yerdict), Roopa tried to
hide her pre-marital pregnency fro Dheeraj. When Dheeraj,
g0l 10 know about it, conflict arose between them. The con-
-flict was resolved when Dheeraj told Roopa to narrate her
story and assumed her that he would not allow their marria-

-ge to dissolve,

In case no. XVI (Roma's earnings), the
situation is different. Roma suffered from mental crisis w-
-hen her husband, Anil withdraws Rs. fifty thousand from t-
~heir joint account without consuliing her . Roma read this

as ilmplying that she had no right on her own earnings and
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that her own earnings are of no personal or individual use
for herself. So she resolves her anxiety by leaving her job

without consul ting her husband.

Aftier another week, one after noon, Anil came back
from his office early and was surprised to see Roma
relaxing on the bed.

"Are you 111 he asked.

"No, not a holiday - from now on, all days are hol-
~-idays for me. I have resignéd from my job."looking
straight into his eyes, she added,"I've realized,
it doesn't serve any purpose for me."
(W.E.,16,3%6331989: 38)

Thus, in a majority of the cases, situ-
-ations of conflict/anxiety between husband and wife are r-
-essolved whem one spouse, who misunderstands the other sp-
-ouse, gets 1o know the reality, or when the spouse who st-
-arts the conflict realizesé his/her faults. In three cases,
it is the husband who creates the situation of resolution
and takes the initiative for resolving the conflict or cle~

-aring the doubts of their wives.

In eighteen noint two percent of the
cases, there is mutual compromise between the partners.¥or
instance, in case no. XVII (Making up for Lost Time),Purni-
-ma disobeyed her dominatling husband. She kept herself away

with her new neighbour, Anjali Menon and then started busy-
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-ing herself making paintings and ignoring her husband.Then
the same friend, Anjali Menon made Purnima realize her mis-
~-take and advised her to adjust with her husband, overlook-
-ing his negative points. So one day, Purnima pressed Arun

10 see her paintings and asked for his views. This way,con-
-flict between them was ressolved. In ghse no. XX (Sita) ’

Sita tries to compromise with her husband Raghu (who visits
another woman) for the sake of her daughter, Priya. But she

failed, and eventually decided to divorce him,

TURNING POINTS :

Now let us find out, what are. the turn-
-ing points in the situations of marital conflict/crisis 1=~

-eading to 'positive' or 'megative' results.
Table - 4.8

Main turning points in different situations of

Marital conflictfcrisis

S.No. Turning Points No. Percent
1 Role of third person 5 45.4
2 Mutual support 3 2743
3 Revolt/Realization 3 27.3

Total 11 100.0
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In forty five point four percent of the
cases of marital conflict, third person (or tlediator) plays
an important role in bringing the turning points to resgolve

the conflicting situations., For instance, in case no. XI
(Change of Heart), Ranjana leaves Ravi, after conflict,alo-

-ng with her children and goes back 1o her mother's place.
Ranjana's mother advised her to go back to Ravi by narrati-
-ng her own similar story. As a result of whis, Ranjana co-
-mpromised with the situation.by going back to her own home;
where she was welcomed by Ravi., The moment Ravi told her -
he missed her. Ranjana's anger was gone. Thus, the story e-
-nds with the reunion of spouses. In case no.XVII (Making

up for Tost Time), Purnima and Arun were not on talking te-
-ros because of their conflict. Here, Purnima's friend Anj-
-ali played an important role (as we have discussed earlier)
Thus, in the end, conflict between Purnima and Arun was re-

-solved because of Anjali Menon.

In case no. XIV (Catch the Right Moment)}
the conflict between Shanta and Ramchandran was reselived by
Shanta's boss. On his advise Shanta agrees 1o rejoin her h-
-usband. In case no.XII (A Holi to be Remembered), Usha was

called to rejoin Naresh in a dramatic way. But, in case no.
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XX (Sita), 8ita tried to compromise with the situation of
conflict, by ignoring Raghu's infidelities for the sake of
her daughter,Priya (as, she did not want Priya to grew up
without a father). But, Sita could not tolerate for long
and become tired of Raghu's infidelities and suspicions.
Thus, she decided to divorce him. The wmain turning poinf in
this case is, when, Sita's grandmother tglls Sita to leave

her husband and to find a new path for herself and her dau-

-ghter.

In twenty seven poin theee percent of
cases, mutual support.beilween the spouses acts és the main
turning point in the situations of marital confliut/crisis;
leading to positive results. For instance, in case no., X
(The Open Door), the main turning point in the situation of
conflict between Aruna and Siddheshwar Rao came when, one
night, Siddheshwar exhibited his love to Aruna and told her
"Aruna, I love you and I need you tonight."(Alive(family s-
-pecial), April(ISt);1989=77) As a result conflict between
them resolved. In case no. XIII (The Verdict), tension betl-
-ween Dheeraj and Roopa was resolved when Dheeraj told Roo-
-pa that he will not allow their marriage to dissolve. But,

the wain turning poini in this story is when, after hearing
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Roopa's story, Dheeraj told her that- "You have me now to
share any pain or sorrow with." (W.E.,16,368;1989:64) Thus,
Dheeraj compromised in this case by sharing Roopa's painful
story and by telling her to adopt a child so that she can

never remain chil@#less in her life.

In case no. XV (Made for each other),
Sudha's anxiety was resolved as soon as Manish explains to
her about hés talks;with Mrinalini.He said,"I told her all
about . . . . but sudhé has made you happier." (W.E.,15,861;
1988:96) On hearing this Sudha was cleared of all her dou-

—th.

In the above cases, 1t is the husband
who takes the initiative of compromlising with his wife in
the situation of mariszal conflict/anxiety. But, $he situat-
-ions of conflict/crisis are resolved only with the support

of the othe spouse.

In rest of the twenty seven point theee
percent of the cases, the turning points in the situations
of marital conflict/crisis come when one of the spouses,who
made mistake, realizes his/her mistake or when one of the

spouses revol ts against the other spouse. For instance, in
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case no. XYI1I1 (The Holiday), turning point comes when Swa-
-ti realizes that she has not tried to.share Nitin's sorrow
-ws and pains. After ten days of stay in Mrs. Shipstone's

cottage, she started wondering about Nitin and her kids and
finally she joins Nitin. Thus, conflict between Swati and

Nitin gets resolved when Swati realizes her own mistake. In
case no. XIX (The Lamp) turning point in the story is, when,
Durga was taken 10 children home and a six month old beaut-
~iful baby girl was shown 10 her. Her mother-in;law tried

10 convince her to &adopt.a child. Durga was unable to deci-

de, whether to adopt a child or not1? But, her thinking was

positive in ghe end.

In case no. XVI (Roma's Earnings), Roma
reselve her anxiety by leaving her job (in a silent revolt).
Turning point in this story comes when Roma realizes that
her gwn earnings are neither important for household nor f-
-or herself. So, she decides 10 have no income by leaving
her job without telling her husband. The story ends at a v-
-ulnerable point, where her anxiety is resolved but confli-

-ct can start.

COMPROMISE :

The following table ghows the pattern
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of adjustment between husband and wife.
Table - 4.9

Pattern of adjustment between the spouses

S.No. Spouse Ro. Percent

1 Husband 2 18,2

2 Wifte 6 54.5

3 Both (Husband and Wife) 1 9.1

4 None 2 18.2
Total 11 100.0

In tifty four point five percent of ca-
-ses, ilhe wife iries to adjusi with her‘husband, and in ei-
~-ghteen point two percent of cases husband tries to adjust
with is wife in the situation of marital conflict/anxiety.
Only in nine percent of the cases both the partners try to

adjust or compromise with each other.

In general it may thus be concluded th-
-2t 1t is the wife who 1s expected to make the compromisges

and take the initiative in dissolving the marital conflict.

END :

Now, let us find out what kind of end
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these stories have? Do these stories end with the reconcil-
-ation of spouses, with the separation of spouses, or do t-

-hey have some other type of ending?

Table - 4.10
Type of Fnd
b
S.No. Type of End No. Percent
1 Renciltiation of spouses+ 9 81.8
2 Separation of spousesg 1 9.1
5 Open end® 1 9.1
Total 11 100.0

( + ¢ Reunion of spouses resulting in marital
adjustment and happy marital life.

¢ ¢ Divorce or staying separately.

‘A situation where story ends in an
inconclusive way., )

L

It can be seen from the above table th-
-at in most of the cases (81 .8 percent) of marital confli-
ett/anxiety result in reconciliation of the spouses. While
only a 1ittle more than nine percent of the cases reéult in
divorce or separation of the spouses. In rest of the cases
(9.1 percent), the stories end in & silent revolt. It is a

situation where, the story ends in an inconclusive way.
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In general it may thus be concluded th-
-at most of the marital conflicts/anxieties are of a tempo-
-rary in nature and most often the pariners resolve the co-
-nflict mutually resulting in a happy reunion. Divorsge or
separation: are very rare. In the 'tales of married relatio-
-ns' we find two sequences of resolutions of conflict betw-

-een husband and wife.

1. In one of the sequences, a mediator is present, who hel -
-ps in the resolution of conflict/anxiety between husba-
+~nd and wife, i.e.,

Opposition— 3 Mediation.——Solution

2. Whereas, in another sequence, mediator is absent and co-
-nflict 1s resolved when both husband and wife try to c-
-ompromise with each other in the situation of conflict/
anxiety, i.e.,

Opposition——sMutual Compromise —aSolution

But, we find that in both the sequences,
one or the other spouse must compromise in the majority of
the cases, it is the wife, who compromises with her husband
even if he is the root cause of conflict. In the cases, wh-
-ere mediator tries to resolve the conflict between husband

and wife, 11 1s the wife, who is advised to compromise 1in
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the situations of conflicts. Women are always made to feel
that home is the essential need for them. They are usually
advised to forgive their husbands (for their faults) and

10 swallow their égo and pride for the sake of their fami-

-ly and family's happiness.

In almost all the cases, we find that
women are educated and belong to higher middle class fami-
-lies. Their image is projected as one of bold and assert-
+ive women in the begining of the conflict, but these woum-

-en get 'normalized' in the end ( with few exceptions ).

The woman's feeling of anger and of b=
~elng needed are portrayed in an innocent way, and their
anger gels removed and their feelings of being needed gets
fulfilled as soon:ias husband explains or some other person
gilves adviee or they mre made to realize their own wmistak-

-€8 even when they are not at fault.
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Section - III
'Real tales of failed Marital Relationship'

Marriage is primarily meant for g$he fu-
-1filment of religious and social duties in our society,and
husband and wife can only be separated by death. To quote
Gupta, "The marriage among the Hindus was considered sacred
and permanent, once the 'seven steps' (an important marria-
-ge rite) has been taken togather ihe wife and the husband

had to live as such until death.” (1987 :77)

Among the higher caste Hindus divorce
was never prevalent except in the cases of barrenness or
adul try. The higher caste Hindus never divorced his wife
until she proved barren or an adul tress. But, women did not

enjoy such previlege in any case.

A wife is expected 1o provide all serv-
-ices needed by her husband and to keep him satisfied. Sat-
-isfying her husband and his family has been considered the

sole duiy in the life of a woman.

However, wiih ihe changing outlook on
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marriage because of higher education, aititudes towards tihe
marital bond are also changing. The most important change
in women is a sense of her own identity as separate from
that of the man, The educated women 1is no longer ready to
act according to the tradiiional image of women, as a resu-
-1t of which sometimes conflict between husband and wife t-

~akes place. Sometimes conflict becomes serious and results

in separation or divorce.

Rama Mehta's study of 'Divorced Hindu
Women' gives reasons for the break of the marriage resul ti-
-ng in permanent separation or divorce (1975:44-45). Some
of these reasons are :
1. Dowry demands.
2. Dominating iﬂ laws,
3. Husband's dependence on his parents.

4, Difference in the attitudes between husband and wife.

In this section we have taken two cases
of 'marital break-up' from 'Woman's Era'. This magazine in-
-vites stories from divorcees; as their advertisement in t-
-he magazine shows - "ARE YOU A DIVORCEE . . . and you wish
you'd not gone into it? Women's Era would like to publish

.your story. Your identity will not be disclosed if you pre-



131

-fer it 80. In such a case you may choose a pen-name for p-.
-ublication purposes." (W.E.,15,361;1988:14) Thas, the two
cases which we are going to analyze are so called 'real ta-

-les' of failed marital relationships, ending in divorce .

Here, we will try to answer the follow-

-ing questions :

1. What are the situations and the sources of marital conf-
-lict?

2. Who are the agents for the continuing conflict between
husband and wife?

3. Does elther of the spouses or both try to resolve the c-
-onflict between them?

4., How does their relationship leads to divorce?

It we see the situations and the sourc-
-es of conflict in the tales of 'failed relationships', then,
we find that the main reason for marital conflict is the s-
-ubmisgive nature of the husband. In both the cases, husba-

-nds are under the conirol of their mothers. For instance,

in case no. XXI (Towards Longliness and Misery), husband t-

-reated his mother like a goddess. Whereas, in case no.XXIL
(It's Over Spilt Milk That I Cry), husband was totally und-

-er the control of his mother. To quote the story,"My husb-
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-and was a spineless creature, comletely under his mother's

thumb." (W.E.,15,3613;1988:11)

Another source of conflict, 1s harassm-
-ent of daughter-in-law by her domineering mother-in-law .,
Yor instance, in case no. XXII, mother-ine.law was very shr-
-ewd and doginating. As the writer has writtien - "My mother
-in-law was shrew of a woman who could not bear to see her
only son being 'snatched' away from her by a mere slip of a
wife. He was the apple of her eye, the only son admist four
daughter."

"The first thing she did was to take a-
-way all my jewellery. I wasn't allowed to visit my parents
place either. She even made her daughters sleep in the same
room as us, the newly married couple." (W.E.15,361;1988=ll)
Every month, her income too was handed over to her mother-
in-law. When she became pregnanti énd felt sick, she did not
gel any care from her in-laws.

In case no. XXI, the wife was expected
to adjust with her orthodox in-laws, and husband used to g-
-ive his home all his income. Wife was also told to do the
same, which hurt her a lot (as, she was in habit of spendi—»1

-ng a handsome part of her salary on he:self). The wife was ﬁ
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expected to do household chores (along with her job) which

was difficult for her to manage. To quoile the story,"A wor-
-king woman finds it tough to prepare meals at home and th-
-en surrender herself into the arms of her husband, at his

will and pleasure." (%.E.,16,369;1989:66)

The harassment of wife by her in-laws
was the main regson for continuing conflict between husband
and wife. In case no. XXI, wife tries her best to adjust w-
-ith ﬁer in-laws. She had sacrifieéd her interests and hob-
-bies (paintiings and pen-friends) for the sake of a happy
married 1ife. She has written - "I wanted a firm foundation
for my marriage and hence submittied myself to his desires

and views at every cost." (W.E.,16,369;1989:66)

Whereas, in case no. XXII, husband tak-
-e8 the 1nitiative for resolving i1he marital conflict and

the wife also agrees to it (wmutual adjustment).

But in both the cases failure of resol -
-ution takes place. The main reason for the situgtion of m-
-arital conflict, which results in divorce, in the case no.
XXI was disgloyalty of the husband. Neelima Sharma's husband

was transferred to a far place in Andhra Pradesh. She, her-
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-self stayed back with her in-laws because of her job.Affer
six months, she planned to give her husband a surprise vis-
-it on their second marriage anniversary. But when she rea-
-ched there, she was shocked to see her husband with anoth-
-er woman., To quote the story - "My husband welcomed me wi-
-th a stzained face. He seemed frightened by my appearance.
Perhaps, he never expected me, I thought. The bedromm unra-
-velled the whole story. It was quite clear that some woman
was present in the room, prior 10 my entering it, I was st-
-unned and shocked. He did not utter even g single wordeeee.
I searched for the girl . + . I found her in the basthroom."
(W.E.,16,369;1989:67) She returned the very next day and

they remained separated for two years and ulimately she di-

-vorced her husband.

But, in case no. XXII, the main reason
of separation was, wife gets the unwanted pregnancy aborted
on her own signature, against her mother-in-law's (and hus-
band's) wishes. In this cases, husband had no identity of
his own and was very much in his wother's control. In fact,
when wife asked her husband for}abortion, he went and con-
-sul ted his mother, who said "no" for the abortion. But,

wife became very furious and get the unwanted (because of
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family circumstances) pregnancy aborted. After abortion the
wife went to her mother's place: for recovery because she w-
-as confident thatl her husband would definitely come 1o ta-
-ke her.back as he had done before. But this time her calc-
-ulation was wrong. He never came to &ake her back. After

two years, her father (she was geiting support from her fa-
-ther) told her 1o divorce her husband and ulfimately,their

relationship ends with divorce.

But when we see the present state of T-
~-hese women, then we find that, they are regretting their
decision of divorce. In case no. XXII, the woman was getti-
-ng support from her faiher and at present her father is no
more. She wonders whether her father was her friend or her
enemy, "If he had not spoilt or pampered me, I will have a
different‘story to tell. If only he had not encouraged and
abetted me in lack of adjustment - if he had given me sound
advice and taught me to win over my in-laws with love - my

1ife would have been different." (W.E.,15,361;1988:14)

Married woman is supposed to curtail h-
-er relationship with her natal family, but in this case f-
-ather - daughter relationship was stirong. Because of this,

The failure.of (this marriage took place.
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In case no. XXI, the wife blemes herse-
-1f for her present miserable condition.She now feels that,
"Patience, maturity and more understanding might have saved
our marriage, bui my friends misguided me. I blame myself

for listening of them." (W.E.,16,36931989:67)

In this case her friends advice her the

adverse effects, for which she is now sorry.

In fact, the column from which we have
taken these stories ask only for such stories in which wom-
-en are regretful after divorce i.e., "you wigh you'd not
gone into it." So, we can nol say that in all the cases of
divorgce woman regrets later in her l1ife. As Rama Mehta's
study indicates, "In spite of their lack-lusture lives, the
majority of the respondents felt that 1ife after separation

was better for them than it had been as married women,"

(Mehta31975:64)

In eseneral it may be concluded that in
both tha cases situation and sources of conflict arise bec-
-ause of mutual incompatipility beiween the spouses and the
situatiion 1s exacerbatled by a third person; here mainly by
dominating mother-in-law (and over-protective father in one

case).,
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In both the cases, there is short-lived
atiempt to ressolve the conflicl., These stories end in div-
-orce, However, in both the cases, the divorce is projected
as being a rash act which, results in repentance. Here, di-
-vorce is portrayed as an attempt to throw the woman into
insecurity. In both the cases; women are independent econo-
-mically well-off (working), but stil] they need companion
as their 1ife is lonely and insecured. As one of the women
has written,"I need above all, a man. A lonely life is a c-
~urse and horrible to live. Parentis, brothers and sisters -
nobody bothers to care once we enter into old age. Soclety

looks with disdain and wmen look with lust and desire."(W,E.,

16,369;1989:67)

Thus, home life, mainly understood as
married 1ife is very essential for a woman, as it gives se-
-curity to her and to her childrens A woman, however educa-
-ted and independent she may be, she should not let go her
capacity to adjust to the traditional mores if she wants a

home and happy marital life.

These women are now blaming themselves
for not showing patience and endurance in the beginning of

their married 1ife. Thus, thelr present position dramatizes
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their own 'self-aggression'. Now, ihey have realized that

womgn's real house is ker husband's house.

It we see these cases from sociological
poin of view, then{ we find that these cases highlights the
1. Problem of adjustment for the girl in mer nem house afti-

-er marriage;
2. Suppression of conjugalitly by the elders of the family;
3. Sirong mother - son relationship in Indian familiesjand

4. The need for a married woman to sever/curtail relations

with her natal family.



139

Section - 1V

‘Marital Problems' from ' The Personal Column'

Let us find out, what kind of marital
prolems 'Woman's Era' receives in 'The Personal Column',.All
the cases of marital problems (except one case no.II(14) )
are sent to 'The Personal Column' by women and thus show.

the problem from the point of view ®f the wife only.

Table - 4.11

Issues responsible for marital tensions

S.No. Issues No. Percent
1 Alcoholism 4 25.0
2 Infidelity 4 25.0
3 Pre - marital relations 4 25.0
4 O ther 4 25.0

Total 16 100.0

ALCOHOLISM :
In wtweniy five persent of the cases ma-

-rital relation beilween spouses is strained because of alc-
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-oholism and in all such cases it is the husband who 1is an

alcoholic. For instance, in case no., II(1), husband is alc-
-oholic and eveh beats h&s wife publicly (in front of the

neighbours). In case no. II(3) - "My husband was a drunkard
even before marriage, but I married him thinking that I wo-
«uld be able to mend him. Now he has increased his drinking
because. his business flopped sometimes back." (W.E.,15,361;
1988518) 1In case no. II(10), husband is a drunkard and ep-
-ileptic. In eftse no. II(11), husband is an inveterate alc-

-oholic.

INFIDELITY :

| In another twenty five percent of cases,
problem between the spouses is because of infidelity, spec-
~ially on the part of the husband. For instance, case no.
II(2), wife is in great tension because husband has 'become
friendly with' an actress. In this case, wife seems to be
very possessive about her husband and she is jealous of an-
-other woman with whom her husband is friendly (al though ,
her husband is nol neglecting her). In case no. II(8), hus-
~-band is working in Dubai. Afier marriage when wife joined
him in Dubai, she discovered that husband was having an af-

-falr with a married lady - a mother of two children. In
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case no, II(1%), wife herself is a second wife end she fee-
-1s very uneasy because of her husband's sexual relations

with another girl. In case no. II(16), within two years of
(love) marriage, husband tells his wife that she is too old

for him and he is in love with her younger sister.

PRE-MARITAL RELATIONSHIP ¢

In another tiwenty five percent of cases,
the problem is because of presmurital relationship of wife,
For instance, in case no. I1I(5) , when husband got to know
‘that his wife had done'bad things' (unspecified), before m-
-efore marriage, after reading her personal diary, he star-
4ted 'misbehaving' and even beating her. In case no. I1I(6),
wife had physical relations with a boy before marriage and
sometime back, she cofessed her guilt and confided everyth-
-ing to her husband. Since then husband 1s extremely upset
and depressed. In this case, husband's behaviour shows the
possessive and jealous nature of the husband. In case no.
II(9), wife (after four years of marriage with a three angd
half years old daughter) is still in love with her pre-mar-
-ital boy friend and wants to join pim - "My marriage was
solemnised against my wishes. Before marriage; I was deeply

in Jove with a boy and had even concatved a child by him,
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but my father got it aborted and forcefully married to a d-
-ifferent boy. Both of us dislike our spouses and want 1o
be togather again, We are ready to do anything for the sake
of our love." (V.E.,16,%6631989:91) In case no. II(12), w-
-ife had sexual relations with two colleagues, but both of
them refused to marry her. She even got pregnant by her se-
-cond boy friend but got it aborted. Now after marriage the
wife is worried that her husband might come to know about

her earlier affairs.

In rest of the twenty five percent of
cases problems between husband and wife are different. For
instance, in case no. II(4), wife wants something in order
to earn own additionil income because husband's business
has suffered a loss and they are now in debt. In case no.
II(7) the wife writes : "My husband is very hot-tempered

and usually makes unjust comments about me."(W.E.,16,365

-e

1989:88) In case no, II(15), wife is frustrated because of

her husband's behaviour.

Case no. II(14) is sent by a husband -
"I got married to a Hindu girl atl the age of 32. Within one
month marriage, my wife filed a case against me for divorce,

stating that I had blood pressure, diabetes and heart trou-
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-ble, while I have none of these complaints. The case is n-
-ow in the court." (W.E.,16,369;1989:35) In this case hus-
-band has no intension of breaking marriage and has filed a
case against his wife for the restitution of conjugal righ-

-18.

It may be concluded that fifty percent
of the cases in marital problem are because of husband, ei-
-ther because of alcoholism or because of his extra-marital
affairs, which show his disloyalty towards his wife. In an-
-other twenty five percent of cases problems are because of
pre-marital affairs of the wife -

1. either because of jealous nature of the husband,i.e., w-
-hen husband 1s very upset and depressed because of wif-

-e's pre-marital affair; or

2. because of wife's uncontrolled feelings; as in case no.
I11(9) , or
3. because of wife's own guilt feeling, i.e., where wife is

worried after marriage about what will happen if husband

gets 1o know about her pre-marital affair(s).

In the oiher ilwenty five percent of the
cases problem is because of a dominating,hot-tempered and

stingy husband or because of wife's wrong step.



Chapter - V

Conclusion
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The present study was undertaken to ob-
-serve the 'man-woman' relationship as projected in the fi-
-ctional tales taken from different womeﬁ magazines. Here,
an attempt has been made to compare the marital relations
as they appear in popular fictions in these magazines with
the 'real 1ife' problems taken from the 'personal column'’

frem the same magazines.

Here, it may be mentioned that the sam-
-ple size is small,thus, no generalizations can be made,ho-
-wever, on the basis of our findings certaln inferences can
be drawn. In order to have a clear insight of the man-woman'
relationship, let us view this from two different perspect-

-ives, namely *Courtship' and 'Conjugality'.

COURTSHIP :

The study reveals that courtship usual-
-ly starts with the engounter of two persons of the opposi-
-te sexes, who live nearer to each other, i.e., work toget-
-her, study tvogether eic., and initiative is genarally tak-
-en by a male partner. However, in a majority of the cases
their.relationship 1s strained because of misunderstanding

between them or because of obstacle created by a thied per-
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-son or a party. It was observed that misunderstanding bet-
-ween the partners were usually because of jealousy; suspi-

-cion or the possessive nature of the women.

However, in the ficaional narratives ,
obstacles were created by the parents of girls, or their k-
-ins and friends. But in'real 1ife' cases boy's parents also
create obstacles. In'real 1ife' stories caste, class and re-
-ligion between the 1wo pariners are important reasons for
causing problems. But, these problems are not significant

in the fictional narratives.

Our studies show the courtship period
as projected in the fictional tales and the real life prob-
-lems are not free from obstacles. We may thus conclude th-
-at there is a close link between populax fictions and 're-
-al 1ife' cases. However{ it may be mentioned here that, in
the popular fictions obstacles are created mostly by the g-
-irfS parenis. While in the real life cases it is the pare-
-nts of both the pariners who create problem in most of the
cases. Menition may be made here.that about fifty percent of .--

the narratives end in marriage with their respective parin<

-ers and rest of them results in break-up between the part-

-ners. This is copntrary to the impressisn gained from Eng;v4
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~lish romantic literature of the so called *Mills and Boon'
Variety where most of the reladtionships result in marriage

between the partners.

In general, it may thus be concluded t-
-hat, courtship as an institution is new in India and coni-
-rary to the western romantic fiction model, a remarkable
number of 'love-affairs' in Indian society do not end in m-
-arriage. Thus, we can say that courtship is not real cour-

-tship as such but it is a romance between the partners.,

CORJUGAL RELATIONS ¢

Our study shows that conjugal relations
are not free from confliet. However, it way be mentioned t-
-hat most of the marital tensions are created by the wife
because of anxiety, suspicion, insecurity,jealousy etc. But
these conflicts are usually temporary in nature. It was al-
-s0 found that a mediator plays an important role. Mediati-
-on 1s usually done by an elderly person or a friend. 8tudy
shows that wives are mostly advised by the mediator to com-
-promise with her husband even if conflict arises because

of husband's fault.

Qur study shows that even in the 'advi-
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-se column' the wives &re usually advised to compromise wi-

-th their husbands for a peaceful famlly life.

~lhah we compare fictions and advise co-
-lumn then the problbnliin marriage revealed in personal c-
~olumn are on the whole different from the fictional narra-
-tives, 1.e., problems in the real life cases are mostly c-
-reated by husbands whereas, in the fictional narratives p-
-roblem in marital relations is projected as created by the
wife, though infidelity or suspected infidelity is a common

theme in both thé cages.

A coumon point worthmentioning is, div-
-orces are few in both the cases. In 'real tales' of failed
marital relations divofio is shown as an extreme step which
occurs because of mutual incompatibility between the spous-
-e8. Divorce ig portrayed as an attempt tbo throw the women
into insecurity. Thus, divorce is not a solution to marital

unhappinegs but a failure of mediation/compromise.

In general it may thus be concluded th-
-at courtship as an institution is a new phenomenon in Ind-
-ian society. It may also be mentioned that marital relati-

-ons are not free from conflict but they are mostly short -
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1ived. It reflects an invincible bond between husband and
wife. Finally, it may be concluded that there isaclose 1-
-ink between the fictional tales with the 'real-life'

cases
as they are projegted in the popular fictions,
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: Tales of Courtship
I'When Day Lightucomes”: S.Govindaraj (Alive;April'I';1989).

The present story is about anmiddle aged bachelor, Kaushik(nuesery
owner) and a thirty years old divorcee,Hema,with acdaughter,Reva~
-ti.Hema is a marfeting executive in afirm.Hema and Kaushik met ¢
each in a get together organized by an old man,Raghvan,who was k-
-nown to both of them.Hema's daughter Revati introduced her moth-
-er to Kaushik (Bevati used to play at his place)and Hema invites
Kaushik for Revati's birth day parity. Hema started Yiking:him.Af-
-ter few days Kaushik met smithcan actident and fractured his wri-
-st,after hearing this,Hema and Revati came to see him.When they
weregoing beck Hema saw Leelafa lanscaper,whouwas taking horticul t-
-ural support from Kaushik)going to Kaushik's place.Hema mistook
Leela for Kaushik's girl-friend and stopped meeting him.One day
Raghvanwwent to Kaushik's place and told him that Hema thinks h-
-ighly of him and she stopped coming to his place because Leela
might misunderstand her.Hearing this,Kaushik told Raghvan to co-
-nvey his message to Hema that Leela is just a client and he al-
«S0 1likes his company.The next day,Hema visited Kaushik and both

of them decided to get married. :

¥ The Tangled Web @ Nurgesh Kothawala (V.E.,15,359;1988)

This story is about a twenty years old girl Nandini.She was frie-
.ndly with a notorious boy Nilkant Rao. One day they went out for
a car drive and on the way thelir car hit a iree and Nilkant inju-
-red his leg.Thpy went to Dr.Shivram Sridhar's clinic.Nandini and
Dr,8ridhar fall in love wiilh each other at the first sight.Dr.Sr-
-idhar mistook her as Nilkanti's sister and senk his proposal of
marriage to Nilkant's father.As a result of his misunderstanding
he got engaged to Nilkant's sister,Sabita,who already had a brok-
-en engagement for no fault of hers.Nandini got very[ﬁ er heari-
~-ng this news, as she was very much in love with him.But Nandini's
problem resolved when Sabita's former fiance came forward to mar-
-ry her,requested the Dr.to break the engagement.In the end,Dr.
sridhar decided to ask Nandini's parents for their daughter's hand.

IE.News from Abroad 't Sudha Palit (¥.E.,16,363;1989)

This story is about a girl,Leela.Leela and Mahesh were working in
the same office.Leela use. to take dictation from Mahesh and in 1t-
-he processithey fall in love with each other and got engaged.So-
-on after their engagement Mahesh has to go to 8tates for his MBA
course.On the other hand Leela was also friendly with a family f-.
-riend,;Ravi, who again was very good friend of Mahesh.When Mahesh
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left for states,Leela and Ravi became more friendly with each ot-
-her and one day both of ihem realized thal they are in love with
each other.When Mahesh was about 10 come back,both of them were
in dilemma as bash of them were guiliy and did not know,what to
do?But, their problem was resolved when lLeela received a lester f-
-rom Mahesh in which he had apologized for falling in loxwe with a

classmate abroad. .

IRiCinderella's Sister : Kaveri (W.E.,15,360;1988)

‘The story 1s about a beautiful and arrogant girl Preeti.She 1s in
love with Atul,and Atul is also quite friendly with her.She thou-
-ght that Atul is going to propose her in the coming party.But,u-
-nexpectedly,Atul told Preeti that she is not the right girl for
him and asked for her cousin Uma's hand who was a very simple girl.

¥ .The Matchmaker : Himranjani Venkateswaran (Alive,April(1)1989)

This story is about a 26 years old ummarried,independent and car-
-eer woman,Uma,who was liwing all alone in Bombay.Her parents we-
-re looking for an appropriate match for her.But she was against
arranged marriage.On her holidays Uma went to her aunty's place
where she mel Gautam,an architecti,who wag stayag as a tenent at
her aunty's place.Uma started 1iking htm and al so became friendly
with him.Uma was very jealous of Gautam's female colleague,who u-
-se to visit him.After few days Uma was called by her parents,Ga-
-utam could not waii for long time and the very next day he went
to Uma's place and asked for her hand.Finally they got married.

jﬂ:the Hurting Heat": Kumud Bhatnagar (¥W.E.,163370;1989)

The story is about a girl Nisha who falls in love with a Muslim
boy,Sarwar.They got married secretly according to Hindu rites.But
when Fisha's sister got to know about:she took Nisha to a far off
place and never allowed her to meet Sarwar.After few years she m-
-et Rohit and they got married.However,after marriage she is hap-
~-py with her husband but she has not told her husband about her
secret marriage.Moreover, she is unable to fogetl Sarwar.

11}
@‘ :'The Best Friend : Romola Shanbhag.

Manju,only-child of her parents fall in love with Satish during
her college days.Whereas, Satish was only after her money.%hen M-
-anju's parents gotl to know about her affair they opposed it and
iried to marry her off 1o some other person.Meanwhile,Satish and
Manju planned to elope.But,Manju's friend Rekha knew about their
plan and to0ld her parents about it,finally they were caught and
Manju was then forced to marry some other person with whom she is

happy .
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@.‘Fragrance of Love : Chitra Ramaswamy (W.E.,16,3633;1989)

This story is about an Indian girl Priya.she was in love with an
Austiralian,lan.Both of them were ieaching in the same university.
In spite of her parental opposition,Priya got married to lan.Eve-
-ryone advised her not 1o go for this marriage as marriage is a
sacred bond in Indian socliety and just a contiractural bond in we-
-stern society.But she stayed happily ever after her marriage.

JZ:Mirage"s'Krishna Garg (W.E.,15,35931988)

This story revolves around,Anubha who was in love with Vikas.In
fact,both of them were living together in Delhi.But when Anubha
got to know that ¥ikas is already married,she could not help her-

. -self as she was very much in love with Vikas.Vikas used to visit
his village during the holidays.During one of his such visit,he
took Anubha along with him to his native place and there she was
introduced as 'the wife of his friend'!In Vikas's place she gaw h-
-is wife and son and their relationship with Yikas,she realized
‘her own position that she 1s denied of the rights of a wife and
‘she can omly be his mistress.Meanwhile,she plans to go back leav-
-ing the couple behind.

TALES OF CONJUGAL RELATIONS

QD:The Open Door Lily Tripathy (Alive, April'l‘*;1989)

This story is about a newly married woman,Aruna,who is unable %o
adjust with her im-laws because of which she became indifferent
towards her husband.Moreover,she thinks that he likes his mother
more than her,So,she was competing with her mother-in law for Si-
-ddheshwar's love.Her marital conflict was resolved by Siddheshw-
-ar who opened up one night and exhibited his love to her.

a1l
Xl?Change of Heart : Meena Das (W.E.,16,3%673;1989)

This story is about a nousewife,Ranjana,whquas happy with her h-
-usband andiwo children.But,her relationshiﬁzher husband became
lense when she saw Ravi with his secretary,Julie,in a restaurant.
She left her houge and started staying with her parents along wi-
-th her children.After few months Ranjana's mother told Ranjans
T0 think aboutl her future and advised her to visit Ravi at.lpast
once, by narmating her own story with happy ending.Thus,Ranjana
went to meet Ravi and was welcomed by him,

o v
XIP.A HOli to be Remembered : Aloke Saxena (#.E.,16,3673;1989)

This story revolves around Usha,who was unable to stay with her
husband Naresh in an 'Adivasi' locality where he was transfered.
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Usha did not like the place and started staying with her parents.
Meanwhile,Naresh was feeling lonely.Naresh's friend Ramprasad re-
-s0lve their conflict in addramatic way by sending a letter to U-
-sha in which he had writien that Naresh is taking in an other'g-
-irl. After reading the letter,Usha came back to Naresh.

[/} . .
jﬂﬂ:ﬁhe VYerdict: Pramila Bharat Singh (W.E.,616,3683;1989)

The present story is about a woman,Roopa,who anxiously wants to
have a child but couln't conceive even after four years o%.marri-
-age.Once she missed her periods and went %o doctor along with h-
-er husband.Her husband told that she is not pregnant and will n-
-0t conceibve in future because of her pre-marital delivery about
whom Dheeraj did not know.Roopa get very disturbed, but her moth-
~er-in-law and husband were very understanding.But when Roopa got
to know that Dheeraj knows about her pre-marital delivery,she be-
. =came very anxious and thought that.their marriage might break up.
But Dheeraj was very understanding and told her that he will not
allow their marriage 1o break and advised her to adopt a child.

[l 1Y . .
Xi¥..Catch the Right Moment : Kusum (E.W.,XLII,1;1989)

This story is about a newly married typist,Shanta who is staying
in Bangalore.But her husband,Ramchandran is an Bngineer in Madras.
After a month of marriage,relationship between them became strale
-ned because of Shanta's joB.Ramchandran wanted Shanta to leave
her job and join him in Madras.Vhereas,Shanta wascnot ready to
leave her job.After constant confrontations,Ramchandran left for
Madras all alone.Both of them kept writing to each other.After f-
-ew days she stagted missing her husband and planned to take lea-
-ve for few days in order to. join her husband.She went to her bo-
-ss Dr.Rao and asked for a leave and when he got to know that Sh-
-anta wants to join her husband.He told her not to miss the oppo-
-rtunity and to compromise with her husband narrating his own st-
-ory with unhappy ending.Dr.Rao assured Shanta that he will try
for her transfer in Madras.

¥ o ~ .
X¥.Made for Each Other : Gemini (W-E-15,36/;1988)

This is the story of Sudha,auBocial worker who is married to Man-
-igh,a doctor.Sudha became very anxious when she got to know that
a famous play back singer Mrinalini(who was Manish's girl friend)
is coming for her show. Sudha was very disturbed when she saw Ma-
-nish and Mrinalini together during the show.But,finally Sudha g-
-0t to know that Manish told Mrinalini about their married life
together, she was relieved of tension,



xiv

EEZ§gRoma's Earnings"s Ela Mitra (V¥.E.,16,%63;1989)

This story is about a working girl.Roma,who has no right on her
own earnings.She gets married to an executiwe of a mul tinational
company, Anil .Anil was very dominating.He forced Roma to change
her joboand proposed her to open a joint account in a bank in o-
-rder to save money for a flat.Anil never allowed Roma to spend
her money on herself.The conflict arises when Anil withdrew Rs.
50,000 from their joint account for a car,without consul ting
Roma,She realized that her own earnings are of no use.for hersel f.
In theé.end she regins from her job without telling her husband

about.

" o )
XVl Making up for Lost Time: Meena Das (W.E.,16,363;1989)

This story is about a middle aged frusirated womap,Purnima,who is
fed up of her present 1ife because of her dominating and demandi-
-ng husband, Arun. After 25 years of married 1ife she wants to bre-
-athe freely and want some change in her l1ife,and then her ‘new n-
-eighbour,Anjali Menon,comes in her life.Purnima became friendly
with Anjali against her husband's wishes, and started learning
paintings.In this process she neglected her husband.Then Anjali
made Purnima realize her mistake: by neglecting her husband.In the
end,conflict between Arun and Purnima is resolved.

XVID. The Holidaf': Aruti Nayar (V.EF.,16,3%70;1989)

This story revolves around a school teacher,Swati Mehta,who used
to be an independent and most-headstrong girl in the school .After
marriage, she became only a housewife who simply looks after her
family.She was fed up with the daily routine of her life and wan-
~-ted 1o spend her holidays in Mrs.Shipstone's cottage. But,Nitin
was 100 busy to accompany her.Moreover,he was not ready to spend
his holidays on charity,so,Swati went all alone to the cottage.
In the beginning she enjoyed the peaceful life of the cottage.Af-
~ler a week, she realised the difficult possibilities of her hus-
-band and children and felt guilty for enjoying hilidays all alo-
-ne.Thus,in the end she goes back to her husband where she was r-

-eceived with open arms.

1 1] .
S{};:The Lamp: Rukmini Parthsarathy (W.E.,16,366;1989)

This story is about a housewife,Durga,who had no child.Durga bec-
-ame very anxious after reading her mother-in-law's kétter writt-
-en to her husband,Mukund,in which mother-in-law had mentioned
about a gtrl.Durga thought that her mother-in-law needs a grand-
child so badly that she is trying to fix up another marriage for
him,But,her suspicion was resolved when her mother-in-law took
her 10 a children home and told her 10 adopt a child.In the end,
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Durga was double-minded,whether to adopt a child or not,but her
thinking was positive.

%8 “sita’ : Gita Aravamuden (E.¥.,XLII,4;1989)

This story is about a woman,named Sita.She is fed up of her hus-
-band's infidelitjes and wants to divorce him.Sita's husband,Ra-
-ghu,has kept a mistress.He even beats Sita as she has started
working.Sita suffered for two years because of her daughter Pri-
-ya,as she did not want Priya to grow up without a father.But
now she is unable 1o tolerate and tells her grand mother about
her deeision to leave Raghu and to find her own path.

'Real ~talkesg' of Failed Marital Relations

L] ' .
ZZiinwards loneliness and misery : Neelima Sharma (¥.E.,16,359;1989)

fhis is a real life story written by a divorcee,who is a working
woman.Her husband was from orthodox Hindu family:.:and used to pr-
-ay his mother 1ike a Goddess.Even gave his pay:to his mother o-
-nly.Neelima was also told to do the same.She had some difficul ty
in adjusting herself to his ideology and ways and had to sacrifi-
-ce even her .hobbies for the sake of a peaceful life.later on,her
husband was transferred to Andhra Pradesh and she stayed with her
in-laws because of her job.On their second marriage anniversary
Neelima decided to visit her husband.When she reached there she
found her husband with an other girl.She left him and goes back
to her parents and stayed separately for two years.Finally,she d-
-ivorced her husband.Atl present she is regretting about her deci-
~sion of divorce.She feels that patience, maturity and more unde-
-rstanding might have saved her marriage.

L] LY .
iggl.lt's Over Spilt Milk That I Cry: (Name withheld on request)

This real 1ife story is written by an unknown woman.Writer's mot-
~her-in-law was a very shrewd l1ady and her husband was under mot-
-her's thumb.Few months after her marriage she became pregnant
and felt sick,but she was not getting care from her in-laws.So,
she went back to her parents place and delivered a baby girl.Four
months after the delivery her husband came to take her and she
went back to her husband's house.After few months she again beca-
-ma pregnant and wanted to go gor the abortion.But her mother-in-
law and husband did not agree 1o it.But,she got aborted on her
own signature and went back 1o her parents and after two years

- her father advised her to divorce her husband.Now she feels whet-
-her hqr father was her friend or enemy as he gave an adverse ad-
-vise 10 her and she 1s regretting on her own deeision of divorce.
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I1

1. 'Real-1ife' Courtship problems from the 'pesonal Column'

(1)

I(2)

1(3)
1(4)
1(5)
I(6)

I(7)
1(8)

- I(9)
1(10)

I(11)

20 years old girl is in love wiilh her brother-in-law.
She could not marry him pecause of parental opposition,
Now parents are searching for a groom.She has written
several love letteBs 10 him.She is affaid that ther can
be trouble for her after marriage.

A Hindu girl is in love with a Muslim boy.They want to
marry but boy has put a condition that she must convert
to Islam before marriasge.

A 30 years old working girl got married to a boy 8 years
younger to her.

A Hindu girl is in love with a christian boy and wants
to marry him.

A Muslim girl is in love with her cousin who is not int-
-erested in her.%hile,a doctor proposed 1o her but she
is not ready to marry him,.

A working girl is in love with a married man,
A girl has a broken affair and is guilty about it.

A girl is in love with a boy of different caste and gir-
-1's mother is creating problem for her.

A girl is in léve with a boy two years~younger than her.
She wants to know, whether there is a law preveniing su-
-ch marriages.

A girl is in love with a boy who has gone abroad.She is
unable t® decide whether to wait for him or not as his
parents are rejected her.,

A Hindu girl is in love with a Muslim boy and wants to
marry him.



xvii

II. 'Real-life' Problems from the 'Personal Column'

II(1)
11(2)

I1I(3)
11(4)

11(5)
11(6)

IIk7)

11(8)
11(9)

11(10)
11(11)

I1(12)

Marital probem is because of algoholic husband who
even beatls his wife publicly..

Husband has become friendly with another woman and
because of which wife i8 tensed.

The wife is worried because of drunkard husband.

The wife wants to do something at home in order o
earn money,as her husbnad's business has suffered a loss.

Husband has read his wife's personal diary and came
to know about all the bad things she has done.Since
then he is misbehaving with her and even beats her.

The wife t10ld her husband about her pre-marital affair
(with physical relations),since then he is very upset
and depressed.

Husband is ver dominating and money-minding.He is

pressing his wife to ask her parents for her share in
the ancestral property,because of which she is very
upset. '

Husband is working in Dubai and is having an affair v -
with a married woman.The wife was left in Delhi to
her parents place.Now husband is asking for divorce.

A woman was in love with a boy before marriage.The
boy is also married now.Both of them hate thelr spouses
and still love each other and want to get marrged.

The wife is worried because her husband is an epileptic
and a drunkard.

The couple has no children.Husband is alcoholic and
wife wants to divorce her husband.

The woman is worried that her husband might get to
know about her pre-mariaal affairs.



I1(13%)

11(14)

1I(15)

I1(16)

xviii

This lady herself isg a second wife and is disturbed
because her husband had sexual rekations with another

girl.

The wife wants to divorce her husband.Whereas, husband
is not ready for it.

This letter is from a frustrated lady whose husband
belongs to a Scheduled Caste and do not allows her to
spend her own earned money on her cloths,because of =
which she is very disturbeéd.

The wife is disturbed because her husband told her that
she is 100 old for him and he is in love with her youn-

-ger sister.
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