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PREFACE

L

This study is an attempt to gtvé a bbief
acecount of Political Development in Manipur from
1950 to 1977. Before 1891 Manipur was an independent
state. The state came under the British controi in
1891 as a result of a Palage Revolt by some of the
sons of Maharaja Chandrakirti Singh. When India
became independent on 1l5th August, 1947, Manipﬁr
like other princely states of India, was free to
merge either with India or Pakistan, Manipur merged
with the Union of India in 1949. With the enforce-
meﬁ% of the Constitution of India in 1950, Manipur

became a Part C state in the Indian Union.

In the early stages, politics were confined

_ to a very small group of persons. Thelpeople of
Manipur fought for the restﬁration of responsible
government established under the Manipur Constitution
Act, 1947. Progressively, Manipur was granted a
Territorial Council in 1957, a Territorial Assembly

- 4n 1963 and full fledged statehood in 1972, Now

Manipur is 4h the mainstream of national life,

The present study analyses the various political

forces which have been at work in Manipur politics from
1950 to 1977, e.g. political parties, elections, nature



of different governments during this perilod, defections,
An attempt has also been made to study the role of Manipur
in the North Eastern Council and relation with the Central
Government on some important issues. It was however not
possible to.dealhwith‘all these matters at great length

in this short study. What is presented here is only a .
small effort in this direction,

Due to the lack of published works the present
study is based-ﬁainly 6n primary sou#ces, personal inter.
views, newspaper reéords,'journals etc. The views of
'several political leadérs of Manipur were also obtained

and prove very useful,

I take this opportunity to offer my grateful
thanks to my Supervisor, Dr; Balveer Arora, who advised
me to work on these lines and to Prof, C,P. Bhambri and
Prof. Rasheeduddin Khan, who encouraged me at all steps.
And I'wouid'like t§ express my aincere gratitude to the
_ Directop, Centre of Post-Graduate Studies, Jawaharlal
~ Nehru University, Imphal, for granting me leave and to
the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, for awarding
me Teacher Fellowship under the Faculty Improvemsnt
Frogramme of the University Grants Commission, 1976-77.
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"I am also grateful to my friends without

whose help, it would have been an uphill work for
me to complete the present study,.
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CHAPTER « I

THE POLITICAL EVOLUTION OF MANIPUR FRQM
PRE-COLONIAL ERA TO TH: INDIAN REPUBLIC
Manipur lies on the eastern frontier of Indié. It

is a hill girt covering a total area of 22,356 sq. kms, with
a 1,812 sq., kms, fertile valley in its centre. The State is
bounded by the State of Nagaland in the North, by Mizoram 4in
the South, by Upper Burma in the East and by the Cachar Diste
rict of Assam in the West, Its Population, according to the
1971 cénsus, is 1,072 lakhs of which more than two«thirds is
concentrated in the small vglley, where the majority consists
of Manipuri i{indus (Meiteis) and some Muslims, The remaining
one~third éf the Population is dispersed in the hills, with
as many as 29 retognised Scheduled Tribes divided either into
the Naga or the NoneNaga groups (vide President's *Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes List Nodification Order, 1956)],'

The process of development of Manipur as a political
entity from the ancient days was similar to that of Indian
nationhood, Just as Indian culture and nationhood were not
the product of a single administrative Power; the development
of Manipur as a political entity did not take place under one
supreme political Power, "The feeling of one nationhood was

built up through a number of small but almost independent

1, Govt. of Manipur -_Annual Admi niw -
1974=75, p-i.
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kingdoms which grew and functioned in the manner as the
states of Greece_didt‘2 These small kingdoms were in keen
competition with one another, and special mention may(be
made of seven clans which could establish énre or less
stable kingdoms in different areas of the Staté. ‘These‘
were the Khuman, Moirang, Ningthouja, Khaba, néanba, Iu-
wang and Angom e¢lans, According to Colonel MoCulloch,*

the Political Agent of Manipur from 1844 to 1867 and

fithe Meithels were the strongest of several e¢lans inhabit-
ing the Manipur valley, who.evenﬁually obtained the mastery
and gave their name to all the other elaas§3 fn thé event
of any foreign aggression these small kingdoms were united
against the common enemy., "Excepting rare cases of betrayal
and fifth columnism by some small kingdoms in the whole
history of Manipur, the kingdoms were united in the event
of wars with Burma or with any neighbouring countryrh7 Thus

there were some elements of federalism in ancient Manipur,

It waé only in the eighteenth century during the
rebn of Rajarshi Bhagya Chandra that all the olans were

merged into one and a single state was brought into existence,

2. %533%%3%5?13592: %gg%pur. A Study -« Imphal,

3. Shakespeare, L.W. = Histogx of Asgam,ﬁiﬁ%s -
St. Martins Street, London, : .
Ltd, 19296 p"l 5.

#McCulloch was the Political Agent for nearly
24 years, except for an intrruption in 1862-63,
He wrote a book on Manipur called 'Account of
the valley of Manipur and of the Hill -Tribes,
with compnarative vocabularvy of the Maniouv




Before the British conquest of Manipur, the state was

under the monarchica; system, All the powers and functions
of the state were combined and concentrated in the hands of
the king, The king was assisted by'a council of ministers.
"But the ministers could act on any measure of national
importance only with the consent of the.Rajaf5 During the
reign of the king,‘Manipﬁr was subjebteq to many invasions
by the Burmese forceé, In 1819 Manipur lost hér independence
and was under Burmese suzerainty_for'seven years which was

called "CHAHI-TARET-KHUNTAKPA? " The Manipur king sought

British help and the Burmese were driven out from the territ.
ories of Manipur. Subéequently, Gambheer Singh was recognis-
ed as the Raja of Manipur by Art 2 of the Treaty of Yandaboo,
1826, which runs thus: "With regard to Manipur, it is
stipulated that should Gambheer Singh desire to return to
that country, he shall be recognised by the King of Ava as
Rajah thereof 16

A. ANGLO-MANIPURI RELATIONS

The kings of Manipur started their contact with the
British Empire through its agency, the East India Company

Contd...s
and other Languages!?
L. N, Tbmbi Singh,~ op,eit, = pe5. .

5. N. !bobi Singh -« Elements of Public Administration
in India « Imphal Raar 00k Sta 97hL. p=23L,
*  Sovom zag D Qvas\qL

A R,K, Jhalajit Singh = A short Histo of Manipure
Imphal, O,K. Store, 1965, p=
—&'_n_':.r_assi‘._g:a—na

s oo e e Il aam @
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operating in the Eastern Zone of Indié in the beginning
of the nineteenth century; %he King of Manipur and the
British East'India Company entered into an agreement of
mutual éid in times of crisis and extemmal aggression,

In 1835 a British Resident Officer, Captain Gordon, who
had been serving as adjustant since 1827, was appointed
by the British Government as Political Agent in Manipur,
According to L. Ibooﬁgohal Singh, the main objéct of ré-
taining an officer in the character of the Political Agent
was "the preservation of a ffiendly_intercourse, and as a
medium of communication with Manipur Government, and as |
occasion may require, with the Burmese authorities on that
frontier, and more eSpeciélly to prevent border feuds and
disﬁurbances which might lead to hostilities between-the
Manipuris and the Burmesel? The.Political Agent was also
to advise and regulate the conduct of administration of the
Rajé. The Court of Directors remarked 15 a despatch dated
the 5th May 1852 to the Political Agent:

The position which you have to assume of pledged
protectors of the Bajah, imposes on you, as a necessa
consequence, the obligation of attempting to guide him
by your advice, but if needful, of protecting his sube
Jects against oppression on his part, otherwise our

guarantee of his rule may be the cause of inflicting on thenw
them a continugnce of reckless tyranny!

Empﬁbi"“ﬁ‘”‘%%m ‘1‘ S REE RS SR, 10T -

P-13 [

8. Mgggggzieeaﬁ %&g §§§%? %gsggrn Frontier of



Although Manipur"contihned to be a sovereign
state the relations between the two be‘bauee increasingly
closer. Maharaja chandrakirti Singh, son of Gambheer Singh
accepted the title of KCéI conferred on him by the British
government, "Whatever migﬁt; have been t.hé material changes
in the actual relations between the govemment of Manipur
and the British Government, the significance of the accept=
ance of the British title by Chandrakirti must be regarded
as a definite step towards acceptance of the extension of
the British empire upto Manipur!’9 Again it ﬁay be said
that Manipur lost a part of herﬂsevereignty in so far as
foreign relations of the state were controlled i:y the pole
itical agent, 10 'i&axgi.pnr ceased to have any foreign relations,
That is to say that ﬁanipur was to communicate with forelgn
states and neighbouring districts through the political
agent or at least with his concurrencet’ll nThis indicates
how ateatthily and steadily the British had gained the
upper hand in the domestic affairs of Manipur, reducing the
status of the state to a nominal :.lm:'tepe‘m:iex'u':ez'12

9. N. Tombi Singh % ops eit, p~13.°

10. eneral beli Mani,
x'ema%n 3 1nde§enggn%nuptg 5).%5 %}att}tlgems' tgg
is of the opinion that Manipur had already kmx
lost her Independence much befcsre.

1z, J Roy - History of Manipur = Galcutta -1, East.
right Book House, 1973, p=86.
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Chandrakirti left two warring camps of his sons born

to different ranis. As a result of this, there was‘Balace
Revolt in 1890 led by Tikendrajit, the Senapatl, the chief
of the Army, The main cause of the revolt was over & giri,
Mrs. Grimwood, the wife of the then Bolitical Agent writes:
We know the Bakka sana and Senapatti were rivals too.
Both wished to marry a girl who was supposed to be the
most beautiml woman in Manipar eesessositoes - The two
princes were at daggers drawn about her., Once they had
a terrible quarrel over her in which the Maharaja had
taken the side of the Pakka Sana, and that the Senapattl
had sworn never to speak to the latter again, Since
then the eight brothers split up into 2 factions, the
Maharaja, Pakka Samai Shamu Hanjaba and the Dolairoi

Hanjaba formed one side while the Jubaraj, Senapatti,
Angou Sapa and Zillangamba formed the otherfl3

The Palace Revolt was the immediate cause of the

downfall of Manipur and the whole administration of Manipur
was taken over by the British in 1891, "The form of adminise
tration known asf"Native Rule" wgs established in Mahipur.

It made a very drastic reduction in its status or rather,
Manipur was put on an entirely different footingﬁlh

Though Manipur was ruled by a prince, its administration

was handed over to>a Durbar consisting of eigﬁt members

with the Maharaja as its Predident.

f « Grimwood, E, St, Clalr -'ﬂ§ ghggg Years in Meanipur -
B London, Richard Bentley and Sons, 15955”5_5 .

14, R.K, Jhalajit Singh - op.cit. p-296.
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B.. .GROWTH. OF POLITICAL. CONSCIOUSNESS

In the ﬁre-British period, politics in Manipur was
confined td a very limited circle i.e, the Maharaja, his
nobles and a few ambitious man, The people remained comp-
letely ignorant of politics due to the lack of communi-
cation and education, This had prevented the growth of
political consciousnéss among the people of Manipur., But
in the 1930's during the British Period there was some
grovwth of pélitieal consciousness, ;FactorS»favouring its
gréwth were the stfugg;e for fregdom‘by the Indian National
Congress, the deplorable state of manifold genuine wants of
the people, the weakness of the administratioﬁ and the
perverseness of an unscrupulous section of ‘the state
officialss?5 There were anti-British movements also like
(1) Nupilal oi Women's Movement? in 1904, the main cause
being the revival of Lallup by the then political agent
Lt. Colonel H,St.Maxwell "The revival of Lallup led to the
outbreak of the violent agitations and demonstratibns in the
town by thousapds of women to protest against the orders of

Superintendents But it was to be dispersed by force which was
obtained from the regiment statfoned in Manipurt,16 (41) "Towards

15. Ibid = P.301,
164
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the end‘bf 1913, there wis widespread agitation against the
system of 'Pothang or compulsory labour! by which roads

- and schools are kept up by the‘viliage labourn, 17 'hpracgically
every village in the valley eieept the Imphal villages which
‘were. exempted from the system of compulsory labour by the
Durbar a few years ago combined in & passive resistance
against the aystem".18 (1i4) The Kuki Rebellion 5957-1919 -
The aim of the rebellion was to turn out the British from
Mahipur and to establish an independent Prﬁnicipality in the
hill areas of Manipur "The distinct forces of antd - British,
intra-tribal and intra;dynastic were the main features of the
rebellion®, 19 (iv) The Zeliangrong Naga uprising 1927-32 =
It was mainly based on the antl - British and a sort of
rudimentéry tribal nationalism and {v) the fifth was the
great Woments agitation or movemeﬁt in 1939, On the 12th
December 1939 some hundreds df women held a domenstration

before the state .office and requested the Durbar to ban the

export of rice and stop all rice mills.?0 fThus noneparty and

1 B Adminq.gn %m.gﬁ Report of the Manip
7e Sugée f&r the year 19 Calcutta- 1913 - P, 1, =
18. Ibid « P, 1. |

o Bt - e ikt apriatng 10171010 tes

March, 1975, P.30.

20, of Manipur - Administration Report of the
ﬂgngpnr State -~ 1939-10, P.1, 2 2 2
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socio~cconomic movements predeeded the development of

organised political movements and parties in Manipur,

~ Growth of political parties:i

Before 1934 there was no political party in Manipur,
In 1934 under the Presidentship of Maharaja Churachand Singh,
an organisation called the "Nikhil Hindu Manipurd.Mahasabggg

-

was formed,

The Congress Partyi~ The Mahasabha was at first a social orga-

nisation, But after the Chinga Session in 1938, it became
the first political party of Manipur, "The Mahasabha
followed the ideology and policy of the Indian Nationalr
Congress, but the programme had to be modified to suit local
conditions,"®! Iy marked the growth of strong political

-

consclousness in Manipur, In November,1938, a petition signed

by 356 leading citizens of the state was submitted to His

Highness, asking him to set up a legislative council and to

nominate the members of the Durbar from amongst the councillo?
 In November 1939 the Mahasabha submitted another

petition to His Highness to set up a unicameral legislature

of 100 members, 80 to be elected and 20 to be nominated

21, R,K.Jhalajit Singh « gp.citep,301-2

22, Govt, Of Manipﬁr = Administration Report of the
Manipur Stage = 1939«40-p.1 BN
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by hime?3 The fifst‘Stagés of Women's or {Nupilal) Movement
of 1939 was led by this Mahasabha, Later on there was a
division of 6pinion in the working committee meeting of the
Mahasabha, The leader of Movement, H, Irakot Singh jbined
the RBraja Sammelini as President to lead the movement.zh
The Mahasabha in course of time developed to be the Congress
Party in 1924.6.45

The demuﬁist Partys-

Organisations such as the Kishan Sabha, the Mahila
Sammelini, the Praja Sammelini and the Satra Sammelini led

by Comrade Irawat Singh were communist oriented organisations,

In the beginning of 1948 there was no branch of the Communist
party though a few political workers were enrolled as members
of the party.26 The Communist party was established around
the end of 1948 while Comrade Irawat was in underground,

In the beginning of 1950 there were mass arrests of peasants

and students, The underground leaders and workers also

23. Jbid ~ p.2.

2he P fficé?g%974?“§¥%?g“12392& TPRES

25, Ibid -p.itls

26. Ng,Mohendra Singh « "4 Brief- Histcry of Communist
Party” - Khollao, 26, 12.1975.
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continued their activities and they built up the Communist
partyvin 'zﬁany areas of Manipur.27 fThe Manipur Krishak Sabha
was establiéhed as early as 1936 at Nambol.,28 "The Krishak
Sabha was more or iess all embracing and organiéed to
‘embrace all shades of the peasantry of Ménipur, in keeping
with the reality that Manipur has always.béen a predominéntly
peasant state",29

As the need for organising a new political party was
felt, Comrade Irawat, after his release from Syhlet jail and
his 1nt9rnement, established the Praja Sangha in the year
194,546,309 In fact it was not a new organisation, There
was already one organisation named Praja Mandal which had‘been
established in 1930 and of which Irawat was the President,31
He was also the President of Praja Sammelini, It»was under
his initiative that a move was launehed,for the amalgamation

of these two organisations into one effective organisation.

27. . Ibid, _
29, Interview with Ng.Mohendra Singh, 23.4.78

30. The source of the information is 0ja Bokul Singh,
one of the fbundar members of the Praja Sangha,

31, lnte r'view Wif:h Ng.Mohendra Singh= 23.4. 78.



"This markéd the beginning of a political organisation as

distinguished from existing mass or class movements,3?

The Samyukta Socialist Partys«~ In 1945 Dr,Ram Mahohar Lohia,
Joy ?rakéSh Nafayan and Ashok Mehta were the leaders of the
progressivé group in the Congress Party, L.Achou Singh,
the eai-pres;dent of the Soc‘ialist" ?arty,‘uet Dr.lLohia

at Géleutt.a University in 1946, He agte’nded the first
annual conference of the Congress Socialist Party in 1947
‘at Kinshik as the representative from Manipur.33 It appears
that Manipur had a socialist branch from the beginning of
the formation of the All India Socialist Party. The
Socialist leaders of India such as Dr,Lohia and others
supported the movement of Manipur State Congress for _

responsible government in Manipur in 1947.

Hill Partiegss~ In 1947, a local party called Praja Shanti

was also established. Thus before 1947 t;;e politics of

Manipur was confined mainly to the valley. As regards the
political parties in the hills, there were about 5 small o
politicgl parties such as ; : a 1 Agsem

1
Kabuil Association, Khul Union and Mizo Union at the meeting ¢

32, Ibid,

33. Manaba « 23,3.78
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all political parties ofith@ Maﬂipur Hills anq.valley'qf
Manipur helé 4in November 19&7.3k Thése’parties have the
aim of preserving and ilproving their cultures, freedom

from external exploitatien and unification of their geo.
graphical areas 4nto a homogenous political unityz But

. their origin ues in ethnic factors. I

C. MANTPUR ANB INDIAN INEEPENDENCE

'On the 15th August 1947, when India became free,
the paramountey of the British crown over thg_native
states also came to an end, Paramountery,o?éé;Manipﬁr
also lapsed on the same date, and the British government
| decided not to hand over their powers and obligations
under paramountcy to any government of British India,
Alongwith the lapse of suzerainty, all treaﬁies and agree~
ments in force at the date of passing the Indian Independence
Act, l9h7‘¢eased to operate. Manipur was free to accede to
either pakistan or India. Due to geo-political condition
Lord>Moqntbétten, the Viceroj of India, édvised:Manipur to
accéde to one 6f the Dominions, In the meanﬁime-the:currents
of political movements and labour strikes in British India
had their'fepeecussiOns'in'tﬁe state.35 The leftist group

34, The Bira Singh « op.cit.pp.11-12, The Meeting
' was held at M.D.U, Hall on 30 Nov. 1947 and was
convened by Praja Sangha,

35, Govt, of Manipur ~ Administration Report of Manigur
State = 1946-47. p~2,
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of the Manipur State Congress launched an agitation i.‘or»

the establishment of responsible government in the state,

In view of the wishes of the people the Maharaja of Manipur
declared that he would introduce a fully democratic and |
constitutional form of government 4n Manipur: He announced
the formation of a constitution-making committee consisting
of seventeen members, six non«officials from the hills, six
non-officials from the vallej and _fivé official members, In
March 1947 the constitutianméking committee formed 2 sube
committees, one for drafting the constitution of Manipur and
the other to draft the Hill Reguvlations..- On 8th May 1947,
the repcrts of the two smbacgmmitgees were duly passed by
ghe constitution-making committee. A4 fovernment Report
notes: "It was a great credit to this committee that they =
could in such a short time bring out on'agreed constitution,
M_anipur'énd’ her people will owe to them a great: debt# 36
With the aﬁpmval of the Maharaja it came to be knowti as
the Manipur State Consiimtion Act, 191@.7 and the Manipur
State Hill People's (Administration) Regmlation, 1947.
'I‘t was “ve'ry important chapter in the history of political

. developrhent. in Manipur, as 1t guaranteed popular govemhlent.

36. Ibid,
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Regarding External Defence, Forelign Affalrs and -
Communications, a bilateral treaty was concluded between
the Government of Manipur and the Interim Government of -
India. It was known as Standstill Agreement, According

to this agreement the responsibility of conducting affairs
1n these three key areas was entrusted to the Government
of India. 4s for the internal administration of Manipur, -
the Maharaja and the people were free to adopt any method
suitable to the condition of the State. This Agreement
came into force in August, 1947.

While the constitution making process was going on,
the Maharaja, to give effect to the contemplated changes
in Manipur, formed an Interim Council in August, 1947. The
council eonsisted of four officials, one representative of
the Maharaja and five,nan—aff;cial répresentatives of the
Hills. The council had a Chief Minister, four ministérs
from the #alley and two from the Hills, However, the
Maharaja was the ultimate authorit:} in all impartant matters
and the Interim Council mierely_helped and advised him.

D, MANIPUR STATE CONSTITUTION &CT, 1947
The Manipur State Constitution Act, 1947 consisted
of eleven ehapters and 58 seﬁtions or articles,” The

executive author:.ty of the state was vested in the Maharaja-
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inecounc il:

ries for the time being and hereafter
gggtgsrinm ﬁahgragah are govemed by and in the

name of the Maharajah. All rights, asuthority and

Jurisdiction which appertain or are incidental to

the government of such territories are exercisable
Igy t:};:% Maharajah subject to the provision of this

Ct.

{hepg undgr, phig, et °it‘°‘l§ ool sf%gﬁ"%ﬁa%“’“ms“

approval of the i!aharajah shall he taken to any
measure, the Chief Minister shall seek the approval
of the Maharajah in person or in writing and shall
obtain the Maharajah¥s orders thereon, Should in
any case the Maharajah's approval be withheld, the
Maharajah shall be pleased to inform the Chief
Minister 4n person or in writing and to communicate
his reasons for séitvhholding such approval in writing
to the council, 3

The Maharajah shall be assisted in the exercise of
his executive powers by a council of Ministers head=
ed by the Chief Minister, The Chief Minister shall

be apg@inted by the Maharajah in cons \%tat:.on with
the elected ministers of the council,

There was a discussion in the Manipur State
legislative Assembly as to whether the m@iaters ‘would
be elected from among the MLAS or from outside, 40 The |
matter was put to vote and the President declared to the
House that the ministers would be el@cted from among the
MLAs only. The ministers were bound tc take an oath of

37 Manw.ss_gmmimmgm-swﬁon-a.
33, Ibid « Section 10(b) '
&_g_ « Section 10(c),

che Manipur State L

Assembly - Palace Darbar Hall, 10,11, h8.
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loyalty and alleglance to the Maharajah, his heirs and

smwca=~ssc»r==»."l ‘The Maharajah~in-council was the constitue
tional head of the state."’g The Maharajsh-inecouncil had
the absolute right to promilgate, in emeigency cases,
orders having the force of law without previous reference
to the Assembly. Such orders would have the force of law
for six months only and were to be iaid before the Assembly
as soon as it was reconvened, 43

 Manipur had 2 unicameral legislat.ure known as the
Manipur State Legislative Assembly. It was elected for a
period of three ysars and comprised "representatives freely
elected by the people on an adult frénchiée and on the
principle of Joint electoraéez’% There are three categories
of constituencies ~ General, Hi1l and Muhammadan Seats
among‘them were in the "ratios of 30:18:3 respectively with
an additional two seats for the representatives of Educational
and Commercial Interestsy 45

42, Jbid - Section 9(b).
43. Ibid - Section 31.'
1,:;.1.. M,,uSection 17+
45, Ibid.
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~ The law making authority'cbhsisged.of the Maharajah-
in.Council in collaboration Vwit_h the State Assembly.h6 When
the Caunc:il of Ministers vox" the Assem‘biy considered that a
law ghould be enacted, the ccuncil had te draft & bill, It
was laid before the Assembly which could make alterations
or amendments. The bill would agéin be drafted in its
final form by the chief minister and would then be sent to
the Maharajsh, who could either give or withhold his assent,
Should the Maharajah in any case withhold his assent to a
Bill, that bill shall lapse as if it had not been passed,
If the assent of the Maharajah is not forthcoming within
one calender month of the Bill being submitted to him, he
shall be deemed to have withheld ‘!'s,ié assent®’ The seme
bill‘may again be introduced in the next session of the
Assembly. If it is pasgsed without amendment by a 75%
majority of the Assembly it became a law without the assent
of the Mahargjah,

The constitution envisaged a Judiciary separate
from the Executive, The Chief Jus;i‘ce and two Jjudges were

however to be appointed by the MaharajaheinCouncil, The

46. Ibid - Section .26..

L7, Ibid ~ Section 29,
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liberty of the individual was -guaranteed,"There shall
be guaranteed to all‘pgpple, Justice, social, econonic
and political, equality of stattzs, o'f opportunity before
the law, freedom of thought, expregsion of belief, faith
worshﬂ.f:, vocation, association, and_éction subject to law

and public moralityl L8

E., ELECTIONS AND INTEGRATION WITH INDIAN UNION |
Elections under the Manipur State Constitution ict,
1947 vere held in March, 1948 under the Manipur State
Election Rules 1948. To frame fhe Franchise Rules, a meete
ing of the Manipur State Constitution making committee was
held at Imphal on 14 Oct,1947 at which 1& members were
present, 49 They formed a'Franchise Committee and it was
decided by a big majority that the singie member constituency
system should be followeds5C The whole valley was divided
into 29 constituencies. Out of these, in the three const-
{tuencies where there were numerous Mohomedans, there would
x be pln;ral voting i.e. one voter would have two votes, one

for the Mohomedan and the other for the non<Mohomedan, 51

48. Ibid - Section 52.
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The entire Hills area was di¥ided into 18 constituencies,
As for gpecial_constitueneies; the matericulates, title
holders in Sanskrit and Maulavis were given votes under
the teducation'! categary and all the registered shopkeepers
under the "commarcé and industryl category: 92 The candidate
to ;he sent up had to be a Manipur State sﬁbject. As regards
Hi{ll men, it was decided that out of the 18 seats earmarked
for the Hills, one would be allotted to the Bill men reeiding
1n tha‘valleyﬁ They would contest in one of the 29 constitu-
encies where there are many hill man.53

If bribery was proved in ronneet*on with an election,
the clection would be declared null and‘voi&, and in addition
the guilty candidate was liable to be disqualified for a
period prescribed by the tribunal empowered to hearé the -
election petition, 54 ‘ o

Moast of the political parties in Manipur such as x
the Manipur State Congress, thé Manipur Krishak Sabha,'tﬁe
Socialist Party and the Praja Shanti contested the elections,
The Manipur:Krishak Sabha put up 23 candidates, out of which

52, Ibid.

53¢ Ibig - 13.1.48,
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5 were returned.55 In some constituencies such as Yairipok

and Lilong as many as 10 candidates contested thg 'eléction. 56

The elections in the Hills was held after the results
~4n 'the'valleyi had been announced. "Another peculiarity wes
the s‘ystem of quotas in which av,partf.icular number of votes
could cast their votes on a parvicular day only at the same
polling s{',ation.5'7 The following is the break up of the
party poéit.ion in the Assembly:

Manipur State Congress - ¥
Manipur Krishak Sabha -
Socialist Party | | -3
- EBills {Independents) o - 18
’Ix.ldepenclent (Praja Shanti) - 12
| Nominated : - 1
TOTAL: 53

55. The Bira Singh - op,cit. p~13.

56. Resistance = 18.4.78¢
57. Ibid.
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2 coalitienigavarnment waa'farmed comprising the
Independent grnup.known as thé Pragﬁ Shanﬁi. For the
first time in the historw'of Eaﬂipur a government was formed
by the elected representatives of the peoples Shri M.K,
Priyokrata Singh;'yoﬁnger brother of the Maharaja assumed
office as Chief Minister: Mr. T.C. Tiang -khom and Mr, T,Bokul
Singh were unanimausly electéd as 8peaker and Deputy Spesker
raspectively.ﬁg Thus in 1948 Manipur had a constitutional
monarchy.

The political parties including the Congress Organisea
mass demonstratlons and 'satyagraha' to press their demands
for the end of monarchy in Manipur, The Congress leaders
demanded the merger of Manipur inco the Indian Union. The
Congress Policy of integrgtion might have originated.from
the All India Congress Folicy of forming United India., The
Socialist Farty also supported the Congress on this question
as they got their inspiration from the Congress Socialist
Group of India. In the meantime the Dominion Government of
India intended to roplace the Dominion Agent by 2 Dewan so
that thers might be better relations between the Government
of India:and'Manipur. Meanwhile Sardar Patecl, the then Home

Minister of India, proposed the ¢reation of a new state
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named Purpachal Pradesh consisting of Manipur, Cachar,
Tripure and Lusbai’ Hills.

The most important force against the policy of the
Congress was thé movement led by Irawat Singh "He was
never against the merger of Manipur into the Iﬁdiqn Union,
His deﬁand was that Manipur should be a full-fledged Stgte
as good and povwerful as any other sister state in the Indian
Union.  His apprehcnsion was that after merger, Manipur
would be relegated‘tc a2 status lower than that of other;
states of Indis withthis perspective in view, he and his

party demanded full-fledged statehood and greater autonomy
for Manipur!’ 59

The opposition against the integration was also launched

in the hill regions of Manipur., In fact the merger was
favoured only in the valley region which constituted 6n1y
about one-tenth of the whole area of Manipur. The people

in the hills were concerned more about the preservation of
their own traditions and culture rather than integrating <>
with the Indian Union. A special meeting of hill representate
ives was held on 27th July, 1949 at Imphal under the chair.
manship of Mr, S.{flune Resolution No. 2(a) of this meeting
stated that the hill MLAs regarded the Congress Policy as

59. Interview with Ng. Mohendra Singh, 23.4.78.
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subversive activity. It is also declared théu: the plain
people of only about 700 square miles would not be allowed
to deéide upon the integration of the hill people of Manipur
which covered aboﬁt; 7000 sq. miles and it was not their right
to do these things on behalf of the hill ?peaple.f’o

The .constitutional monarchy in Manipur established
‘under the Manipur Constitution det, 1947 did not last long.
On Sept.1l5, 1949 the Maharaja of Manipur left Imphal for
Shilloxige The purpose of the visit was not disclosed to the
public, An agreement was arﬁ#ed at on 21.9.1949 at Shildong
for merging the S’oate of Manipur with the Dominion of India
between the Maharaja of Manipur and V.P. henen, Adviser to
the Government of India in vthe Ministry of States on beha]f
and with the authority of Governor General of India, with
Shri Prakasa, the then Governor of Assem, as withess.6l 1Tt |
was agreed that the Maharaéa would cede tc the Daminion‘ GCoverte
ment "full and exclusive aut.hority, jurisdiction and powers
for and in relat).on to the governance of the statel It was
also agreed that the Maharaja would continue to enjoy the
same personal rights, priﬁjleges, dignities,; titles, authority
over religions observances, customs, usages, rites and cerge

monies and institutions of Manipur{ The Manipur Administration

-~

60. Lam amyanba No. 50-140%,1973; pe27,

61, %
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Order 1?14,9 incorpei-ates the provision that as from
15th Oct, 1949, the ministers of ﬁanipur.‘&‘at.at‘e would
cease to function and the legislature would stand disse
olved.62

The Manipur State Legislative Assémbly and the
Council of Ministers were dissolved, The Chief Court
~was also abolished, The administrétian of Manipur was
placed under a Chief Comnd ssioner, With the enforcement
of the con.st.itutinn of India on January 26, 1950, Manipur'
become a part C State of the Indian Union. |

6&. Notzfieatian foice of the Chielf Commissi
sion
Manipur No., 0001/G.G. of 15th Oct, 19149?1\30211??
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THE DEVELOFMENT OF POLITICAL
FORCES 1IN MANIPUR{1950=1977]1

There are four main political parties which have
plaﬁed a very important role in the politics of Manipur
from 1950 to 1977. They are the Indian National Congress,
the Samyukta Socilalist Party, the.Communiét Party of India
‘and the Manipur People?s’ Party, Besides these political
parties, there are a}so smaller local parties in the plain
and in the Hills, The local parties in the Plain are: the
Nationalist Socialist Democratic Party, .the All Manipur
Peoplefs® Convention, the Manipur National Qrganization, the
Manipur National Union, the Kanglei League ete, And in the
Hills there are the Mizo Union, the Kuki Hational Assembly,
the Khulmi National Union, the Paite National Council, the
Hmar National Uﬁion, the Naga National League, the Manipur
Hill Union, and the United Nagé Integration Council, "A11
of them have the aims of preserving and improving ﬁheir
cultures, freedom from external exploitation and unification.}
of their respective geographical areas into a homogeneous
-political unity! Besldes these pplitical bodies there are

also social organisations such as Pan Manipuri Youth League,

1, N. Ibobi Singh = Elements of Public Administration
in India, Imphal sri Book Stafl, . P=
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Macha Leima, Tangkhullong, Kabui Association etc. The
process of separation and unification of political parties
is also going on, For oxample the United Naga Integration
Council was merged with the Congiess (R) in August, 1972,
the Manipur Nationalist Party and Kangléi League with the
Manipur People’s’ Party in 7 Jan,1974 and 1977 respectively,
In the sections which follow the ideology, programme, social
and geographical supporﬁ base, organisational structure and

membership etc, will be examined.

A, MAIN PORLITICAL PARTIES AND ORGANISATIONS

| The object of the , | ,

i1s the same as that of the Indiah National Congress, namely,
| tthe well«being and advancement of the people of India and
the establishment in India, by peaceful and constitutional
means, of a socialist state based on Parliamentary Democracy
in which there is equality of opportunity and of political
economidand social }ights and which aims at world peace and
fellowshipf!? And to be an active member of the Manipur
'Pradesh Congréss Committee the person must 'subscribe to and
work for promoting the principles of secularism, socialism

and democracy; and no directly, openly or otherwise, adversély

24

Committee (AS amended by MPcc on 15
approved by the Working Committee vide letter
No. P.C. Manipur 19675 dated 16,10.74,Article~

®
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criticise the accepted policies and programmes of the
party, except through party forums."3 Therefore, its
main objectives are the attainment of Socialism, Democracy,

Co-operation and the elimination of poverty in the country.

The Communist Party in Manipur, like the Communist

Party of India, cherishes the idea of thetﬁrOPagation of
Marxism. Its main objective is 'to establish a socialist
society in India and to stop alljkindgs of exploitationlh

It is intended.to be the party of the working class of India,
It aims at the establishment of a proletariat state based on
gocialism,s and seeks to promote the principles of democratic

socialism. b

The Samyukta Socialist Party and the Praja Socialist
Barty which merged in 1971 aim at the "nationalisation of

basic industries, providing land to the landless and~1mproﬁg
ing the conditions of wbrking class¥: The socialists want

the "eradication of iﬁperialism, racialism, colonialism and
other forms of economic inequalities?7 Thus the All-India
Parties in Manipur have no separate political ideology, policy
and programme other than those pursued by their respective

parent organisations in India,

3. Ibid - Art VB(h)

e Constitution of the Communist Party of India.
CPY lﬁanipur State Council), pel. ’

5. Ibid.

6

PS m."- p‘z. )
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_ The main reason for the formation of the Manipur

People?¥s Papty - was 'to safeguard and uphold the interests

of Man:ipu.zv' and to upgrade Manipur p.olitically, ecbnomically,

socially, culturally, educationally and linguistically?8

The bb,ject of the party according to iﬁs constitution is %v-*-

'+o achieve politically, socially and economically, by demo-

eratic and peaceful means, the well being and advancemdnt

of the people of Manipur and to establish .an egaiitarién
society based on democratic socialism!9 It stands for more
power for the state of Manipur. The local political parties
of Manipur stand for retalning the separate -ident:’;ty of
Manipur, to safeguard the interests of Manipur, the regulation
of the entry of outsiders into Manipur and quick industriali-
sation of Manipur., They are not much concerned directly

with the other states of India as such, | :

| jm. ¢ Pan Manipuri Youth League and the Manipuri

Chamnra Leishen Marup generally known as !'PANMYL' and
*Macha Leima' - though social, cultural and non=-political

youth organisation, have on some occasions played an important

role in the political history of Mgnibur. They exalt the

8. g.e_cgmﬂﬁg%ign og %hg Manipur Peoples’ Party
. M, Secy. M. "P’* = Pete 7

9. I...b_i-.c.l..)"'p-‘z
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glory of ancient Manipur. The PAMMYL appeals to the

youth of Manipur- ' It is high time to think about the

~ future of Manipur taking into consideration the present
Manipuri Society and the deteriqratihg political and

social conditions of Manipurt10, The organisation strongly
demanded the r@storation of Kabo valley to Manipur, "The
Pan Manipuri Youth League while strongly opposed to the
illegal and wrongful occupation of Kabo valley by Burma,
reaffirms and reiterates the most important national demand
for the restoration of Kabo Valley to Manipur®!l The
organisation stands for socioucultufal_unity among the
Manipuris living in SoutheEast Asia, i.e, Burma, Tripuré,
Assam, Nagaland and Bangladeshs The Macha Leima stands
for building up the socio=economic and political strength
of the Manipur.12 The organisation demands fhe reservation
by each political party of one fourth of the contested

seats for women in the elections to the legislative

assembly, 13

Social and Geographical support base:
If the question is asked whom does each political

party represent, it is very difficult to answer. In.India

10, PANMYL,~ Summer Conference, 20,21 and 22 June,1969

- 11s Memorandum addressed to the President °§ g¥8;§ by
_ Elamglam Doren, President, -p.2
12, Macha Leima,-'Women's Day 12*;2’7h‘

13. Macha Leima-'Second Resolution' 3rd Apnual Cone
- ference, Imphal, 7 and 9 December,1973.,
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the parties do not repfesgnt the rival classes nor do they

represent dlffefent soéipaeconomie status groups, Because

such classes and groups as they exist"invlndia at present
‘are érissscrossedfamong themselves as well as bf'several _

: overlapping groups formed around particularistic loyalties.,
 These various GVerlapping gronps have the same membership
“and therefore, from the view point 0f the members, they form

a sfale of loyalties with the ordering of loyalties on this ‘

‘scale varying from place to place énd situation to situation,

" The articulation of conflict at the level of any of these

1oya1tie,. because of the uncontrolable situatﬁonal vari-

ables in the process, is unpredictable,ih .

In Manipur more than 50 per cené of the members of
different parties are peasants and agriculturists, Though
the Commnist Party is a party of peasants and workers, the
Congress alone claims more than one thirds of its members
to be peasants.15 The number of peasant members obviously
varies from urban to rural areas, In the rural areas
peasgnts éonstitute more than 50 per cerit of the Congress
members e.g., Kakching which ie the stronghold of the Communist

Party the number of peasants are more than half of the total

14, Sushil Kumar. 'The Problem®=Qur Political Parties,
Seminar 124.p.12 _

15. Convress Bhavan,-?ermanent Active Members
2 Ma ] ained under Art . VII13) o3

MPCG COﬁbt.g Imphdl Hanipur,
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number of active members i.e."11h out of 141 1nv73-7# and
257 out of 405 in 75-76,16 Businessmen constitute the
_second largest group among. the ‘members of the COngress party
in the urban areas. 1.e. Yaiskul - 11 out of L8, Keisamthong
21_out of 31, Uripok 9 out of 20, Singjamei 13 out of

32,17 There are also a large number of social workers in the
cipy dlstricts of the Cong?ess Party. The numberiof sfudents
and teachers ére negligible in all the parties of Manipur,
But in the 1960$ when the S.S.P. was very popular;in.Manipur,
most of party members in the urban areas were educated
yohths. Similarly, in the beginning of the‘seventies.thé
Manipur PeOples’lPariy attracted many étudents and members of
the younger generation, There are very few fgmalé members

in the political parties of Manipur, The Congresé, which

: is the largest single party in the state, has very few
members in the hllls, and they are nearly all social workers
eege in Saikul Saitu, Kangpokpi, Tadubi, Mao, Karong‘18

This may be due to lack of political consciousness in these

areas,

16, Ibid,~197541976.
17. Ibi ’“1973‘7hf;
18, Ibid,=1975«75.
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No political party can therefore claim to have a
clearly defined social support base valid for all parts
of the state, or even for the same part at different times.
Peasants and agriculturists all over the state do not
support the same party nor do the busineésmen or the urban
middle class or workers, Every‘partyfis supported by a
combination of ail these elements, For the same reason the
social base of the parties is subject to wide fluctuations.
But the parties are labelled and classified as parties of the
haves and have-nots from the angle of their political
~ 1deology = that is from the viewpoint of their bellef

regarding'thé future pattern of group relations and social
justice in the caun%ry and the methods for achieving it,
Regarding the geographical base of the parties in
Manipur, the Congress:is the only party which has a deepé
rooted orgahisatiqn in all parts of the_state»valley as
well as hills, It'has a fairly large number of members in
all the five districts of Manipur, The CPI has strong
organisations in the valley i.e. Lamlai, Kakching, Konthoujam,
Keisamthong, Keirac, Kumbi, Swgnu, Mayang Imphal, Thoubal,
Wangjing Tentha, Hiyanglam, Khangabok, Wangkheil, Singjamei,
Khurai, Heirok, Moirang, Thanga, Bishenpur, Oinam, Nambol,



T
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Sekmai, Sagolband, Urdpok,  Sagolmang and Khundrakpam."g

In 1976 t.he CP1 had 270 party branches, Due 80 religieus
factors, thefpafty is sléw in building up the organisation
in the hills.' The S,S.P., which merged with the Jafta Party
in 1977, had a very strong base in the vnlley, especially
in Wangkhei Singjamei," Kwakheithel Khurai,,etc. and in
some areas of the hills 4n the 19603. The Manipur Peoples'
Party was also very stmng in the valley since the beginning
of the seventies upto 1977. But now, since most. of the
founder members have already joinad the Janata Parby, '

the party is trying to build up its organisation again,

The other local parties concentrate their organisat.ion in
some areas of the state only. The Pan ﬂanipur Touth League
has spread its branches ’beyond the territorial boundaries

of Manipur i,e, Gauhati, Silcher, Hojai, Lanka, Lakhimpur,
Burma and Bangladesh,20  ° | |

Q_z’-gani_éat.ional Structure and leadership:

:..*“'

, , : sabha which was
founded in 1934 was organised on the basis of the ideclogy of
the Indian National Congress, The Political Conference of

19, CPI Office,- _Chart, Imphal,1976

20, Interview with O.,Natum Singh-Ex.President
PANMYL, 23.2,78,
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the representatfves of various parties and organisaﬁiéhs
held at 'the Aryan Theatre on Gct.‘l%é, marked the birt.h of
the Congress Party in Manipur.z‘l After the lapse of
British ‘paramountcy, the Manipur State Congress demandgd
a ’demo‘céétic, popular and respénsible fbm'éf govemmeht :
in the' 8tate, The party Split into two on the quest.ion ofi
the formation of the Interim government in July 1947, ©One
group was led by B Tompok Singh and the another group by
p,'romal Singh, But the two factions were uhaniméus ony.
one issx;e-the need to intéodﬁcé regponsibie ‘go'vérnmen-t in
Manipur._22 A meeting was held at the vvic’i';;ry cenimg hall
on Feb, 1948 for the re»ﬁnifiéation of the two factions to
face the election of 1948,%3 |

Manipur was eategorised in the Indian onstitution
&g a Part 'C' State to be administered by the G«_entral |
Government through the Chief Commissioner or Lt,Governor.
~ The President of India constituted an Advisory Council to
be associated with the Chief Commissioner of Manipur, in the
discharge of his administrative functicns.zh The Congress

21, Th.Bira Sﬁ,ngh-Comrade Irauat ~ Imphal, C,P. I.Offic
. 197‘“?0110 ' '

22..' &gg‘ié ce L 10.10 19770

24, Govt, of Manipur~ li!anigur Gazettee~ Extra Ordinan
(A) No.,77-E«37=1950,
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had two advisors in this council, But due t; the differences
of opinion between the congress advisors and the then chief
commissioner, the party directed its advisors to resign

and eventually all the Gongress advisors left the council

on 6th February,195}. When the first election under the
Indian Constitution was held in Jamuary,1952, the Congress
?arty’cpntesﬁed-in 22 out of 30 constituencies. But it
éecured only ten seats. Shri Ng.Tompok Singh, é 1eader of
the Oongress Party, was elected as the first memher of the
.Rajya Sabha and the Inner Manipur Lok Sabha seat was won

by L.Jugeshor 3ingh on a Congress ticket by defeating -
Maharani Ishwari (Independent}, Tthira'Singh {Communist Partj
and L, Achou Singh (Socialist Party).25 In the second
advisory council inaugurgted by thé,chiéf commissioner on
5th June,1953 the congress had four members out of fives:

1, Shri S.Krishnamohan Singh,

2e " H.Dwijamani Dev Sharma,

3. " §,Tombi Singh,

4o  Br.L.Kampu, | |
Althnugh-theqcongress had lion's share in the new Advisbry
Council, the party started_a'movement for full responsible
gévern&ent and the restoration of the Legislatiﬁe Assqﬁbly in

25, Congress Bhavan,- Election Results 1952« Imphal,
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Manipur, Vhen the states re~organisation commission
proposed the merger of Manipur with Assam, the Manipur
State Congress strongly oppo'§ed it and wanted Man_i_pur
to be aisepﬁféte state, In amemxvandum to thé SRC,
1t submitteds ’

Manipuris are unique people quite distinct
‘etihnically, culturally,linguistically from the people .
of either Assam or the g‘urgosed Purbachal or the purposed
North Eastern Frontier Tribal State. We cannot con-
veniently be merged with any of these states at risk of
antagonising the Manipuris against the state in which
Manipuris may forcibly be merged, Merger of Manipur
with any state will mean the veritable anihilation of
its distinctive culture.s.sss+If Manipur is forcibly
merged with any other state against her will the people
will £ind themselves as if let loose from this moorings
with the result that Manipur will b%game a sick spot
in the North Easterm Fart of India,~Y ‘

sssss

joint sitting with the congress members of the Edectoral
college dlscussed the State Reeorganisation Bill 1956,
and declareds | -

The Committee regrets to note that the bill makes no
rovision for the introduction of democratic set up
?n Manipur., The people of Manipur take it as adding
fuel to bwrning fire because they have been long
demanding responsible government and they have strongly
resented the delay as well as the present degradation
of the status of their state to that of a territory.

The Committee therefore, resolved that the government
of India be requested to incorporate in the present bill
provision for the introduction of responsible government
égnlgani ur consisting of legislature and council of

ister responsible to ftecesesse M7 -

26, Memorandum submitted to State Re-organisation
Commission by Manipur State Congress. Imphal,
April, 1954 pe3. ,

27. Resolution of the Joint Meeting of the Manipur
itate Copgress Exgcutiye  Commit ge and Electoral
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The Advisory form of govt: was converted into
'l‘erritorial Council from Ist January,1957 consisting of
30 elected members and 2 nomi_nated membsrs..} In the
election of ﬁanipur i’erritcrial Council, the Congress
contested in all thirty constituencies, The Congress won
12 seats but coﬁld not command an absolute majority; moreover
gome of its former members of the Adviécry Gouncil namely

S.Krishnamohan Singh and S. Tombgd Singh were defeated.

In the outer Manipur Parl:xamantary Gcnstituency, the
Congress candidate ’ R,Suisa: 'v;dr; 't-he seat by defeating Mr.
Daiho {Independent) H,Tualvung (Independent) and Rishang
'Keish:ing {Soelalist),28 The two nominated women members
namely R,K.Mukhra Devi and Akim Angnal and some independent
members joined the Congress par:y. The Congress party was
thus able to manage the council, of which Sibo Iérho was the
chairman, till the end of its term in 1962,

In the next territorial council and parliament.ary
elect.:mns, the Congress won 15 seats in the territorial ‘
council and its candidate S.Tombi Singh was elected to the
Lok Sabha from the Inner Manipur Parliamentary constituency,

28+ Covt, of Manipur, (Election office)» Election

%mer and outér : _' ;gnr garl amentary Constitutenc
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The two néminated 'women xﬁembers R, K.M‘ukhra Devi and
Lingjening Gangte, five independent members, namely
Paoneikhai, Goukhen Rao, Anaipa, Athuibou and Khersung
Anal and two socialists namely T.Solomon and K.Envy joined
the congréss party and thus raised its strength to 24,

On 3rd August,1962, M, Koireng sizigh‘ {Congress) was
elected Chairman of the Territorial Gm‘mcil by defeat'ing‘
L. Achou Singh'by 24 to 8 votes and on 21st August i962,-n,
. S.ﬁ,ijO'y Singh, (Congress) was elected as vice=chairman -
of the council. When the Territorial Council was conversed
into a Territorial Assembljr following the Constitution
Amendment -(Fourt.eenth_ Amendhent) of the Government of the
Union Territories Act,1963, the chairman of the council,
M.Koireng Singh, beeame the Chief Minlster of Manipur,

In the election of 1967, the Congress won 16 seats
out of 30 and with the joining of gowe independent members
namely Ch.Rajmohan Sonkhothang Ason,G#Akhangai and Lal
Roukeing the Congress legislature party increased its
strength to 20-members; Mr.M.Koireng Singh again became
thé Ghigfvﬁinister of Manipur, 'In July 1967, more :'lﬁdepéndelfj
members joined the C,BePe and the party strength increased’
to 25 mezfnbers., But due to & crisis within the CeL.Fs, the
 speaker, 3.Tombl Singh, Deputy Speaker, Kh.Chaoba Singh
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along with 8 other members 1ncluding one nominee left
the party, thus redncing the party strength to 15. The
Congress ministry therefore resigned on 4th Dct.1967.

On 19th February 1968, a Congress Ministry was
again formed with M;Ké.ireng Singh as L"mef Mini.ster, | as
more members rejoined the G«Ls!%- Butlthis ministry
resigned follawiﬁg a nosconfidence moeian'oh 15th 0c§.1969
aﬁd'ﬁanipur was placed under President's Rule till the
next general clection of 1972, |

When'there was the split of the Indian National
Congress in ﬁ$§.1969, the Manipur Territorial Congress
remained neutral for some time, But in July 1970,vthq
Manipur Congress wae also split into Congress {0) led by
R.E.Jhalajit Singh and Congress {R) led by R.K.Birachandra
Singh, |

Manipur was granted statehood on the 21st January
1972 under the Norgh~Eastern Areas (Re-organisation Act),
and election to the Legislative Assembly wag held on 6th,
9th and 11th March,1972, The Congress (R) contested all
the 60 seats and the Congress (0) only 10 seats, The
Gongress (R) won only f? seats in tha.electicn,29 but
though it secured the largest number of seats it could not

29, Congress Bhavan- General Election 1972« Legis-
dative Asgembly, Manipur Imphal, March 14-1972,
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form a government, The congress by absorbing some
'indepeﬁ‘dent M. L.As raised its party strength In the
legislative assembly to 23 on 26,10,72,30 o

In the mid-teim election Qf Feb, 19’71», the Congress(R)
contested L9 seats out of 60 but could return only 13
candidates, The Congress Party was a partner in the
coalition government that was formed on 6th December 1974
with R.E.Dorendra Singh as the Chief Minister, The Party
tried to strengthen i1ts party position by taking in other
members from the opposition, thus ral sing its strength
to 34 on July 1975.31 on 23rd July 1975, Chief Minister
R.K.Dorendra Singh tendered the resignation of his D.L.P.
ministry, and was sworn in as the head of Congress«C.P,I,
coaliticn. By tho end of February 1976, the Congress had
a strength of 42 members though it had started from an
ingignificant figure of 13. The Longress~ C.P.I, Ministry
resigned @2 on 13th Hay 1977 fellowing the defection of
most of $4i8 members to the newly formed Janata Party,3?
How in_ the Manipuyr Legiclative Assembly, the party strength
is nil, The Manipur State Congress had different fronts,

36, Th.Golkul Singh= @fgct;ons in Manipuy 1262 £o
._m* Imphal Th. Achou Siﬁgh, 1978,13.102.

31. 1Ibid,~ p.61. o
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namely Womens Front, Ybuth Congress, Students Congress,
Seva Dal etc. In every district of Manipur there are
di#trict Congress Committee and there are also Kendra
Congress Committees which cover an area of 20,000 population
and aré co-terminus with Assembly Constitutencges,33

~ The prominent personalities of the Congress Party
before 1950 were E, Tompok Singh, P,Tomal Singh, S.Krishna-
mohan Singh, H, Dwijamani Sharma, R.K.Bhubon Singh,
DroN.Leiren Singh and L.Jugashor,31ngh. They continued to
play a ver§‘1mportant role in the Congress Party'during the
time of Adyiscry Ccugcils i.0 frqm 1950 to 1956. In the
1ate,f1£t1és and the sixties the:ieadefship of‘the Congress
Party has been taken ¢ver by the persons 1ike Mr.,M.Koireng
'Singh who was the President of the Congress Party from
July*55 to Oct!57 and resigned from the presidentship on
16,10,57 and S.Tombi 3ingh who was elected as Congress
President on 25,10,59 and held the office upto September,
1963,3% 1In the beginning of 19708 t he Congress Party
was not s0 strong as it was before an§ most of its leaders

also defected from the Congress Party. Now the Congress

" 34, Congress Bhavane The Presidents and the term
wiw Ae-KE
Sonmitton - I!nphal Hampu%
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is trying to. build up its crganisation nnder the leadership

of N.Tombi Singh, M,P., I,Tompok singh, BEx.M,P, and.

H&Nilamani Singh, the party preaident. In 1965 the Congress

had some 1500 permanent active members in Gentnal, East and

South district.35 But the number went on increasing from

year to year; In 1975«76 the City District Gongruss

Committee alons consisted of &61 permanent active members.36
| Very little is known about thgvorganisaticnal history

and structure of the C.P.I. in_maniguf;because of the

supﬁréssive neasures of the government.' In the beginning

of 1950 there were mage arvests of peasants and #ﬁudents

and many were put in jail, But the underground~iéaders

built up the organisation of the party in many areas

of Manipur, The CPI put up 6 candidates out of 35 in the

election of 1952 but only 2 fere elected, In fhe elections

the party was able to secure L seats out of the 17 candidates

that it put‘upyl In the 1962 eclactions ncne of the

commnist candidates was elected. In 1967, the party for the

first time had an M,P, clected from the Inner Manipur

: Parliamentary constitutency and secured only one seat in the

" Legislative Assembly, In the electd ong of 1972 and 1974 the

35. éCcngrass Bhavan,~lﬂ apipur Territorial Congress
Committee~Permanent Active Membergrﬂgggnper
-1235 Lo 1233 67«1nphal,

36, Ibad.
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the ééfﬁ}t felded 24 apd 12 candidatrs respectively for -
the 60 'méﬁtféef 'Legi:slativa hssemblys It won .5 seats in
19'72 and Gin 1974 The pmminent' leaders of the Communist
i@aﬁ:y ifﬁ:}m 1950 to 1977 were M;Meghaehandra Singh, ex<M.P,
and e:fi. éﬁiniéter; Th.Bira Singh’? MiToohal Singh, Ng.Mohendra
?Sir;gh: and Th,Meghashandra 3ingh, In the present legislative
| a:sse‘mb{lyi of Manipur the Commnist Party is functioning as .
ione opposition parpy heving 4 members under the leadership
of Ksﬁ;’zram Singh, In the fift;{es and sixties the
Gomunisﬁ Pai’*t.y in Manipur had very few members, Buﬁ from
: 197i to 1.976' there was sudden Jjump in the membership of the
parfy. In 1976 the party claimed to have about 4000 members
lin’i;.h‘e valiey area aloneel’
| Izi the 1950s and 199608 the Socialist Party was a
. very strong force in Manipur poliﬁies under the leadership
of L.A‘Qhou Singh, But in April ‘1966 mcsﬁ of the leaders
and aétive meabers resigxeé.. from the party because of the
dictatorial nature of the leaﬂer}s- The party had 1 and
6 membe‘rs‘in the Territorial Council of 1952 and 1957 rese
pectively; and one was elected to the Lok Sabha in 1957

37. CPI om-.ce, mmm Imphal 1976.
38. Ng o 4&»[&066 253’#.66.
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from the Inner Manipur Parliasmentary Constituency, In

the 1962 and 1967 elections, the party secured 5 and 4
scats and Mr, Rishang Kelshing, a socialist candidate

wgs elected to Lok Sabha from outer Manipur Parliamentary
Congtituency, But there was a decline in the party's
strength fu the 1972 and 1974 elections as it could secure
only 3 and 2 legislative assembly seats respectively., The
party has now merged with the Janata Party following the
national wave in 1977, In the Socialist Farty L.Achou Singh,
ex<¥{.F. and the present general secretary of the Janata
Farty was the unéisPuﬁéd leader of the party. throughout
the ughole period,

The Manipur Peopled! Party#= The Manipur Peoples' Party

was formed on 26 December,1968 at a meeting convened by
late Shri Chsoysima Singh {Thoubal) Shri Nilachandra |
(Moirang) Y.Yaima Singh {Cinam) and S.Tcmbi Singh (Imphal),
Later on some of the peliticai leaders of Manipur also
joined 1it, Most of them were defectors from the Congress
party and the main reason for their defectlon was differe;ces
over the food policy of the government,>? The first
conference of the party was held on 27th January,1969 at

39, Interview with Kh,Chaoba Sin Agricult |
- Minister, 3.3.78 g, Agriculture
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the Aryan Ball k0 The party contested 4O seats in the
1972 Legislative Assembly and secured 15; it was thus
able to form an MPP led cealition government by having
the support of 3 8P, 3 UNIC, 1 MPCC(O) and 11 independent
members. In the 1974 elections, the party secured 20 geats
and formed a coalition_gbvernmeﬁt with socialist, Manipur
Hi1l Union and some independent members,  But the Chief '
Minister (MPP) handed over the resignation cof his council
of ministers on 8th July 197h following the formation.éf
the Progressive Democratic Front by Congress, M,P,P, and
C.P.I, The party members were divided on the issue of
merger with Janata on Jgne 1977. The pro-merger group
merged with Janata on 3.7.77, following a‘fesolution of the
Executive Committee of the party,s1 Those who merged wera th
0ld members of the M,P.P. and new mambers coming frbm
M.N.O. {which already joined the M.P.P.}).. The antiumerger
group consisted of those members coming from the Kanglei
Leagué.hz" The anti-merger group expelled thevpartyv

president and his associates from the meﬂberéhiprof the party

40, Y.Yaima Singh *’Eeikhoigi Wakhalt= Sth Annual
' Conference of MPP=-Imphal, 26 December~75-p, 11,

Li. Interview with K. Jilla Singh = exﬁGen.Secy;
MPP=5.he78,

k2, Prejatantra - 3005077g



; 47 -
for ﬁorking in ¢ollusion with Central Janata leadership
to abolish the Peoples’ Party.*3 fne leaders of the Manipur
Peoples! Party Md.Alimuddin, S,Tombi Singh, ¥,Y¥aima Singh
and Kh,Chaoba Singh, all defectors from the Congress Party,
joined the Janata Party in 1977,

B, ELEGTORAL POLITICS AND PROCESSES

In Manipur one very effective method of camg;gning
is,doot%td—door éonvassing in order to elicit votes,
Informal face to face contacts by the candidates are often
more effective than mass media commnication. The voting
behaviour is influenced by these personal touches, There
is also community or grpup feasting., Over the feast the

candidates tries to Ttouch the heart of>the voters" iﬁ a
7ery congenial sociél setting. . _ ’

The pelitical behaviour of the electorate has
differed from district to district.and particularly between
the valley and the hills, The political and electoral
participation of the people in the hilleareas have to be
increased only by the efficient working of the party system,
still in 1its infancy, ard by giving proper education about
the democratic process prevailing in the country and the staé

gy

L3. Ehau = 29.6.77
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~ In the urban constituencies most of the voters
remain unéttaéhed to pérty boliticsa The majority of .
them are'cbmmitted voters and most of them judge the
candidates from,thair’personal_merib‘and imagag- The |
persdh&lity‘factér is a dominant consideration,_‘ﬂrban
votérs are more interested in national politics, b

The First General Elections= gzzgt

- The.fi?st general elections weré held in 1952,
They heralded an era of Feople's Farticlpation in the
pelitical processes and government of the state, There
were two constituencies for the Lok Sabha « viz « Outer
Manipur and Inner Manipur. The outer Manipur constituency
'consisted of the Manipur Hills and partc of the Thoubal
Subedivision of the Manipur valley, ?heélnner‘Manipur
conetituency consisted of the central valley and a small
portion of the Sadar Hills circie,
| The parties which contested the Lok Sabha seats
in 1952 were the Indian National Congress, the Socialist
Party, and the Communist Party among all Indiax Parties,
and the Gandhi Sevak Sabha, the fraga Santi, the All

"ihs Ravindra Pradap Singh « The Ganersl ZTlection
in Manipur 19724~Impheb197k,p-35,
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Manipur Natiqﬁal Union, the Historical Research Committee
of’MaQiénr and the Kuki Nationel Association aﬁong the
vlégal'parties. The Congress won the Manipur Inner Lok
sabha sgat-aﬁd_the Manipur Outer Lok Sabha seat was
 éaptured~bywthe-socialist candidate who defeatéd his
f;dr rivalsé

For the election of the Electoral Gollege_coﬁsisting
of 30 members, the state was divided into 30 comstituencies,
20'15 the valley and 10 in the hills, Two candidates
were elected uncontested from Jirivand Ukhrul, The national
parties which—cbntested the election were the Congress,
the Socialist party and the CPFI, The local parties were
the Gandhi Sevak Sabha, the Praja Shanti Party, the All
Manipur National Union; the Historical Ressarch Committee,
the Kuki National Assoéiationi the Mao-Mzram Union, the Mizo
Union, the Manipur Zalsirong Union; the Paite National
Louncil, thé Achumba Pamba Congress, and the Raga National
League of Manipur, Besides these, thore ucre 8 independent
candidates,

Two local parties Mao-Maram Union and Manipur
Zaleireng Union won 2 seats they contested in the north and
the north~western hill area of the state; The Communists

won 2 seats out of 6 contesteds. The Socialist Party
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secured only one oﬁt of 14 contested seats,, The Congress
emerged as the largest single party with ten members in the
Electoral ﬁollege@ Among the all Iﬁdia Parties Congress
got the maximum average votes, 1783, followed by the Communist
Party's 883,45

- The political maturlty of the people can be guaged
from the small number of invalld votes., The total number of
invalid votes was only €37, giving a'percentage of O.k6m

The main issue amcng the political pafties in the

1952 electiqn was the demand for fuli responsible government

for Manipur.

The Second General Electiong= 1957:

Manipur went to polls iﬁ 1957 to elect 2 mwembers of

the Lok Sabha and 30 members of the Teriitcrial Council
under the provisions of Territorfal Councils Act, 1956. The
Lok Sabha seats were contested by the Indian National Congress,
| the Socialists, the Communists and the Prajg Socialists,

There were also five independent candidates. The number of
electors in 1957 rose to 3;30,311, an mcrease of 10,60 per cent
over the electorate of 2,96,552 of 1952, 46 The Inner Manipur
Lok Sabha seat was captured by the socialist candidate in a
five comnered contest. But the outer Manipur Lok Sabha seat

went to the Congress.

L5. Ravindra Pratap Singh~ The @General Election in
‘Manipur,1972« Imphal, 19 h,p.B .

46, Ibid. p.37
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While the 1952 elections to the Electoral College
were fought by 14 political parties, both national and
local, besides independent candidates, the elections in
1957-wera contested by only four political parties -« the
Congress, the Socialist, the Communist and the Praja _
Socialist along with a large number of Independent candidates,

| The Congress Party secured 12 seats out of 30
contested with 28,01 per cent of the popular vote and 40
per cent of the seats in the Territorial Council, The
Socialists won 7 seats out of 23 contested and the communist
could win only L seats out of 17 contested, The Praja
Socialist Farty put up the poorest show as all its 21
nominees were defeated, '

In the hill areas the average number of candidates
contesting the electicns had been 3.6 per constipugncy,
in the valley %.6 against the state average o£ L9 47
The total strength of the electorate was 3,30,21% of which
1,671,337 vwere males and 1,686,874 females, There was only

85 invalid votes out of 1,74,172 total number of voters
showing a superb electoral training of the voters by the
political parties and their candidates, '

The main issue in this election was also the demand
for full responsible government in Manipur,

L7+ Ibid. - p.&0
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The Third General Elections 1962

‘Manipur went to the polls on 19th, 23rd, 27th Feb.
and 6th March 1962 to elect 30 members to the Territorial
‘Council and 2 members to the Lok Sabha., For the Lok Sabha
seats there were eleven candidatess They belonged to the
Congress, the Socialist,'the Communist and the Praja
Socialist parties, The Congress candidate S,.Tombi Singh
‘defeated his rivals in tﬁe Inner Manipur, constituency by
securing 46,281 votes, The socialist candidate Shri
Rishang captured the outer Manipur Parliamentary seat by a
margin of only 42 ®otes, de?eating his nearest rival
Shri Sibo Larbo of Congresse '

The elections to the Territorial Council were
contested by four national pelitical parties Congress,
Comminist, Gocialist and Praja Socialist besides a huge
number of Independents, The Congress Party's parfofmance
was the best as it captured half {15) of the Tergitorial
Council seats with only 29,15 per ceﬁt of the votes, The
Soclalist party captured 5 seats uand the remaining 10 sea€g€?1
to Independents,i8 |

Az a consequence of the 1960 agitation, the Asgembly
Demand Co<ordination Committee consisting of all opposition

parties i.,e. the Communist, the PeS.Ps and the S5.S5.Ps

L8, Govt, of Manipur (Election Office)y~ Declaration -
of election results 1962 Imphal, 1962, pp.238-245,
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contested in all constituenciese the main issues in the
election maa’ﬁfestogs -oi‘ the ADCC were :{a) to bring a
responsible government in Manipur, (b) to bring about an
alterﬁative to the Congress government, {¢) economic |
viability, (d) development of Industries, improvement of |
peasants! condimon, increase in the salariea of teachers,
educational and medical facilities, establishment of a
university in Manipur and inclusion of Manipuri language
in the 8th Schedule of the Indian Constitution ete,4d
Tre ADCC . appealed to the electorate not to vote for the
Congress as the party had not fought for granting of
Legislative Assembly to Manipur,m- :

The Fourth General BElections 1967:

In February, 1967 the elections of thé Manipur
Legislative Assenibly and Lok Sabha were held. The United
Democratic Front (UDF) was formed by National Socialist
Democratic Party (NSQE*.) and the Maaipur Socialist Party
with the" sole purpose éf defeating the Congress Party in the
: elecﬁion. Altogether ten candidates fought the eldctions

49. ADCC - Electdon Manifegto ~ 1962,
50, Ngasi~ 28.1.62 |
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for the two Lok Sabha éeatS, while the coﬁgress Party
éontested both seats, the Commnists fought for inner
Manipur and the S.5.P. for outer ﬁanipur’ seat only, The
Commnist iéader-M,Hegbachandra Singh ﬁas elected by
defeating:ths Congréss\éandidate R.K.Jhaiajit 31ngh by a
margin of 18,983 votes .‘from the inner Mahipuz? Constituency,
In the outer Manipur an Independenﬁ candidate Paokai
Haokip was elected by defeating the Congress candidate
Rishang Keising by a margin of only 1,541 votes, Manipur
which used to be represented by the Congress and Soclallst
ncminees in the previqus Lok Sahha, sent a Gommuﬂist and an
Independent this time,

The Assembly elections were fought by the C.ongress,
the Samyukta Socialist Party, the Praja Socialist Party,

the CPI and the CPI(H), plius some Independent candidatas,
The Cdngress Party, wgich had lost both of the Lok Sabha
seats this time managed to get a working majority in the
‘Assembly by securing 16 out of 30 seats, The leftist )
parties together secured about half of the Congress votes..
The Independent candidates formed 63.87 per cent of the

candidates (99 out of 155} and bagged about half (48,86 per
| centy of the total valid votes pqlled.51

51, Ravindra Pratap Singh - 'Q,cit.'Q Pe57.
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The election manifesto of the Communist Party laide
down that the fundamental rights guaranted by the consti-
tution has not been implemented in Manipur because of the
dissolution of the Manipur Legislative Assembly in 1948
upto 1966, 52 The party also criticised the food policy
of the government, The Communist party offered a 16 =
lﬁoint' i:rogréme, among whicl; mention may be made of the
inteérity of hill and valley of Manipur, the conferment
‘of statehood on Nianipur, special autonomy for the hill
areas, amendment of the Land Revenue Reforms Act, nationali-
sation of banks, re-organisation of educational poiicy, b <
inélusio’n of the Manipuri language in the 8th Schedule of the
 Indian Constitution,53 The UDF in its election manifesto
proclaimed that they wanted a new form of government which
would demé.nd statehood for Manipur, and described the

‘grant of statehood to Nagaland irrational, b

Lok Sabha and General Elections, 1971=72:

When the Congress split inte Congress (R) é.nd
Congress (0), SmtIndira Gandhi's government lost the
majority in the lok Sabha, she decided to have a mid;tem

52, GPI(Manipur State Council)-Manipur Election.
Imphal, 1967,pe3e

53, Ibid = p.20-29¢ | N
54, UDF = Election Manifesto - Imphal, 1967,pe2.
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poll for the Parliament, one year ahead of schedule.
Manipur was also summoned to elect two members for the _
Lok Sabha. The election was contested by the 2 Congresses,
the Gomﬁﬁnists, the Socialists and the-Manipur Peoples!
Party. The defeat of 4 party chiefs, which included three
former'ﬁembers of -Parliament, at the hands of the then

Manipur,
Congress (R) General Secretary;?hri N, Tombi Singh

was the most important aspect of this election, The S.S5.P.

and the Congress (0) candidates even lost theif.deposits.

. In the outéiiﬁan;pué Parliamentary constituency the sitting

| congréss M;f.Shri Paokai Haokip defeated his nearest

rival Shri Rishéng,'an independent by a mafgin of 3042 votes
, The slection for the Legislative Assembly of

Manipur was ‘held oni Gth, 9th and 11th March,1972. In all

261 candidates contested the 60 Assembly seats. Partywise

break up of the eandidates fielded aﬁd returned to the

Assembly are as followss

Sl.No. Party Candidates  Candidates
. . fieldeds ‘ returned,

1, MPCC(R) - 60 17

2, MPCC(0) 0 0 < 1

3. cPT 25 5

be CPI(M) 5 0

5,  SSP . 16 3

- contd.'p?.'
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8l.No, '?éfty - Caadidates Candidates
—~ — fielded = _returned,
6.  MPP 2 15

7.  Jema Sangh 1 o

&  WNLC s 3
9 MNP 1 o
1. MmO, 2 o

LA T Indapenden--. __ 9£»1 | o 16

Al parti@s combined thnough some form of formal

or informal understending to break the Congress Party's
dominant role, Almost all the parties in Manipur threw
a cgallengé-ta the Manipur Pradesh Congress and rallied
round the banner of anti-congressism, =

The maaifestos.of'ﬁhé opposition parties had a
kind of tacit cenéénsﬁs'in the matter of accusing the
carrupt and faction ridden Manipur Congress as the devil
mainly responsible for the bad state of affairs in tha
state, The Manipur Congress 1gnored'the hate campaigns of &k
these parties and banked with confidence upén the image'of
the New Congress and the charismatic leadership of Shrimati
Gandhi, the Bangladesh issue and the grant of statehood
to Manipur, "The conferment of statehood to Manipur is
a.glorieus'acﬁievement of the Congress. The léadership
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acted with tremendeous courage of conviction in taking
this decision and in implementing 4t%,55 |
Primarily lccal issues dominated the election

seemzand the party manifestesf Party ddeology and
principles were adapted and diluted to meet local requiremen
International issues, Bangladesh affair and other issues of
national importance were not’ highlighted. The CPI manifesto
mentions national and 1nternational issuea like Vietnam
war, Indo-chiet Treaty and the emergence ‘of Bangladeah,

abolition of Privy purses, the right to vote for all '
| over 18 years of age and so on. The MPP urged the formation
of an Education Reform Commission for proper conduct and
tre-orientation of éduéat:on’55 lThé election battle was
fought by the nonaébngress partieé'iith anvappeal for anv
talternative goverhment' because of the alleged colossal
.failure of the Congre%s Party to deliver the immediate

gpods and redress the-ﬁopular grievances.

The Mid—term Assembly Electinns, 121#: | , ‘
| In the last week of February 197k, elections were hel
for all the 60 constituencies of Manipur, The Part#es

55, MPCC - ﬁ;actionfﬁanifeatgélmphal, 1972, 5;66
56, M.P.P.~Election Manifesto~ Imphal, 1972.%.5.
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contesting were the Congress(R), the Gbng?éss {O),'the
M.P.P,, the S.S.P., the CPI, the CPM and the Manipur Hill
Union. The party wise break up of number of candidates
fielded and returned is given belows

SLve. By Ol G
1 Gcﬂgress {R) 49 - 13
2. Congress (0) 13 00
3. M.PPs 39 20
b SeS.Pe 18 02
5. CoP. I, 12 06
6 M. H.U, 19 | 11
7s Independents, 108 : T o8

This time also local issues dominated the election

scene.vfhe Gongréss'Party‘called the last MPP led government
unholy.alliance, deménst:aging the interngl weakness of the
regionalist party by inénlging in massive corruption, acts
of nepotism and‘high-handednéss.57*‘Amdng the goals of the
Congress Party mention may be madeﬂof'(a)”establishment-of’
a stable government, {b) to provide leadérship and gnidance
to the younger generation towards the mainstream of national

1ife, (c¢) establishment of a full fledged dnivarsity'ana a

57, MPGC - Election Manifesto, Imphal, 1974,p.@.
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thorough re-orientation of the education programme to

meet the challenge of junemployment, (a) development of

the regional hngﬁage and the tribal dlalect etc,58 The
Congress entered into electoral alliance with the C.FP.I,
in_order to cluck the rising dax_ager of regional sentiments
;;ropagated by the local parties, the show of money power by
a. large hnmber of indepenc}ent candidates and supporters

of the regionalist forcesme5?

m Lok Sabha Elections- March, 1977:

In the' Lok Sabha elections of March, 1977, the
Gongress s the CPI, the N‘iPP;‘thé Socialist and a'member of
independent contested the inner and outer Manipur Parlia-

mentary seats. In the Inner Manipur the Congress candidate
N.Tombi Singh was elected by securing 10,5670 votes and in
the quﬁer Mahipuir the' Congress candidate Yangmaso Shaiza
{who has since .Joined the Janata) det_feated all other
candidates by securing 10,5006 votes,60

59. Ibid' = Pu7e = The same view was also expressed bj
Mohendra Singh. ThsMaghachandra Singh and -
Th.Bira Singh of the Communist Party,Imphal,

60+ A.H,Choudhury {Returning Officer) =~ Results of
~ the election to Parliament, March,1977., Imphal,



C. GOVERNMENT FORMATION AND ALLIANCES

The Advisory Council, 1950~563. |

Since Manipur was integrat.ed and its adxnﬁhiétration
taken over by a Chief Commissioner, the Merged States
{Laws) Act, 1949, (Act No.59 of 1949)was applied to her,

It came into force on the first day of January,1950.6‘*
Manipur remained a part C State under the Constitution

of India, The former Coun_ci_i of Ministers and the
'Legiélative_ﬁssembly were dlssclved and in its place the
President léénstit.uted an Advisory Council, Eonsistiné of
the €hief commissioner and fourteen other members nominated
by the Central Government in consultation with the chief
comnissioner, 62  The chief commissioner nominated
advisors repéese_nting different parties like Praja Shanti,
Mandpur State Congress and some local Hill Arca Partles,
The Advisory Council was inaugurated on 9th Oct., 1950,63
N,Ibomcha Singh of Praja Shanti Party was nominated President
of the Advisory Council by the chief"commissioner. The
Advisory Council was dissolved on Ist Nov,, 1956, and thus
came to an end the Part wc' States: Act, 1951 and a care~

taker government consisting of 5 advisors was formed,

61. Govt.of Manipur (Law Dej pt), m__gnm;_m
E.Z‘.L.L. Impbal ’9635 P.65.

62, Govt, of Mani r,- Manipur Gazette Extrae
ordinary TN ‘ [

63. CGovt, of Manipur Manipur Gazettex Extra-
ordinary No. A9-E-hl,-Tmphal, 1950
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Territorial Council and Territorial Assembly 1957-1967:

|  The States Re-organisation Act, 1956 brought into
being‘a new territorial paﬁtern. The part 'C' States
{ laws) Aét of 195¢ was modified as the Union Territories
(laws) Act, 195 . The Seventh Amén&ment of the Constie
gution permitted ﬁhe}crééticn of é legislature in Manipur
by passing the Territorial Gouncil Act, 1956; Fron Ist
Jaﬁuary; 1957 tha-ﬁdvisefy;formfof_gGVernment was sube
‘atituted‘by'the Territorialvcauncil consisting of 30
eleéted énd two nominated members. In the 1957 elections
the Congress Party secured 12 seats and 1;ter on the
2 nominated members and five 1ndependegt members joined
the Gongress Party, Thus the Party's strength was
increased te 19, But due to the division of cpinien.
regarding the leadership of the perty, it could not
form a government for some time. But from 1958 onwards
the Congress was able to manage the council till the end
of!its full term in 1962, In the election of 1962 the
Congress Party secured half of the_total seats and
forméd the Congress Legislature Party (C.L;P.), 2
nominated membera,,five independent members aﬁd 2
socialist members joined the party. ‘Thus the party's

strength rose to 24 and Mzﬁ_Koireng Singh was electdd
the chairman of the council,



In July 1963, the Territorial Council of Manipur
wasg cm;verted into tEe Territorial Aséembly .and the
existing members éf f,he Territofial_@‘ouncil became the
members of the Territorial Assembly. Shri M, Koireng
Singh‘ (Gangmas)'was the Chief Minister for the whoie
term, |

In the eieci;ion of 1967, the Coﬁgress Party
secured 16 ‘'seats. The Congress again formed the governa
ment under the Chief Ministership of Mr, M, Koirengy
.Singh by having é comfortable majérity of 25 members in
a House of 32 members {with the joining of 2 nominated
members and 7 independents into the Congress Party).
But due to defections the Koireng ministry resi_‘gnecfi on
4th Jctober, 3,96?.6& It was succeded hy a sh@rt.o.liv‘ed
United Left Front Ministry headed by Shri L., Thambou
S4ingh which was sworn on the 13th Oct., 1967. The
{,L.F. had 17 members beloiagihg to 5.5.P., C.F.1.,
Independent® and defectors from the Congress, b5 Mean
while gome members of the Hnitéd Front defected to the
Congress and a no-confidence motion was considered on |
16th Oct,1967. On 24th Oct.-l%’i‘,. the opposition congress
had 16 members. The House was soén prorogued by the

65, Ibid - p.l5.
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Administrator, There was a suspension of the House

for 5 months.

Third Congress Ministry (19,2,1968 - 23,9.1969):
‘A new Congress ministry headed by Shri M, Koireng
Singh was sworn in on the 19th February, 1968. The now (,
Congress lLegislature Party consisted of 22 memberas, 66
On 23rd September, 1969 the Koireng ministry fall and
" President's Rule was imposed n the state on 16th Oct,
1969. | |

MPP led U,L,P. Coation Government (20,3.1972=26,

On 2151:.January, 1972, Manipﬁr was granted
statehood alongwith Tripura and Himachal Prgdesh. Elections
were held orn llth March, 1972 for the valley and on 6th
and 95& I&ér‘ch, 1972 for the hills, A ministry headed
by Md, Alfmuddin (MPP) consisting of 15 MPP, 3 S3P,

1 Cong. (0) and 13 independents under the name of United
Legislature Party was installed on 20th March 1972.67 '
‘ﬁze U.L.P. consolidated its strength with the joining
of more M,L.As raising its membership to 37 in a Housze
‘of €0 membe-x.-a’. Soon dissensions croupped up in the

government, ©On 3155 duly 1972, all the three members

66. Ibid = p.2i.
67. Govt. of Manipur - Administration Reporte
1972273, = '

L 8
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of N,1,C. and 2 independents joined the Congress’
Legislative Party. This was followed by the defection
of one M.»P.P-. mepber reducing the strehgth of U.L.P.

to 31. But the .U.L.P. was able to rais'e i.'bs. strength

to 36 in August, 1972 giving it a comt‘orta_ble majority,68

During the budget session of the Legislative
Assembly there was turmoil in the House. Nine members
including 2 ministers and the Deputy Speaker of the - |
U.L.P. denounced the actions of the U.L.P. ministry and
defected to the opposition on 15th March 1973, Ome of
the defectors joined Congress and the rest formed the
Progressive Independent Group. Congress, CPI and PIG
joined together to form the Progressive Democratic
Alliance on 15.3.,1973. The strength of this Alliance
was 32 and that of ruling party 26, One M.l.A. remained
neutral and one seat remained vacant following the
death 61‘ a ULP member,

A no-confidence motion was moved against the
Government on 23rd March, 1973 and on 26th March 1973
Shrd Alimuddin subkitted the resignation of his govern-
ment to the Governor. The Assembly was adjourned

sine die by the speaker the same day. On 28th March,

68.” Ibid.
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1973 President's Rule was imposed in Manipur and the
State hssembly was dissolved,69

Second MPP_led ULP Ministry {4.3.197% to 8,7.1974):

After the mié@tem elactions of 1974 both the

MPP and the Congress tried to win over different groups
and independents in order %o form the government, The
Manipui' Peoples® Party won the struggle with the support
of 2 SSP, 6 KHU and 7 independents, Alimuddin formed
the government under the name of U,L.P. on 4th March,
1974,70 Just befare the sweaxring in cerémony a section
of M,H,U, led by Shri Yangmasc Shalze left the U.L.P,
But the ULP government was 2ble to rafse its strongth
to 38 4n 2 House of 60 on 25th March, 1974 due to the
joining of more MLAs, |

Meanwhile the opposition parties i.e, the Comgress,
M.HU., C.P.T, and Indepéndents formed an alliance called
the Progressive Democratic Freont and lured as many members
of the ruling party as possible to come to their side

with promises of benefits and position.

69, Ibid. )
70. Th. Cokul Singh = op.cit., p.52.
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In the course of the Budget Session six members
of U.L.P. crossed the floor on 8th July, 1974, More
defections followed in the evening of the same day result-
fng in the resignation of Ministry in the afterncon of
8th July, 1974 and the Assembly was adjourned gine die,

On 10th duly 1974 the Progressive Democratic
Front Ministry headed by Mr, Shaiza was sworn in. More
members defected from ULP and joined the P.D.,F, Soon
a rift cropped up between Mr, Shaiza and the'Congress
Party regarding the inclusion of Congress nominees in
the ministry., Meanwhile a section of the Congress .
members negotiated with the U.L.P. for forming another
ministry. They could collect as many as 31 MLAs on
their side and claimed that 3 members of the Congress '
Party were kept under duress in the camp of Mr, Shaiza,
When the Gciremor called the 3 MLAs they expressed
their support for the Congress - U.L.P, Coalition. So
the Shaiza ministry resigned on 5,12,1974,

Gongress-ULP Coddition or DLP Govt.6.12,197h to 23.7,1978):

On 6th December, 1974, the Democratic Legislature
Ministry headed by R.K. Dorendra Singh was installed,

Meanwhile the Congress Party tried to form a pure Congress
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Government by admitting new entrants in their fold.
The party had 34 members. After getting favourable
response from the Governor, Shri R,XK, Dorendra Singh
tendered the resignation of his D.L.P. ministry on
23rd July, 1975. | |

R.K. Dorendra Singh was sworn in as the head of
a Congress-CPI coalition on 23rd July, 1975. More MLAs

joined the Congress Party and by the end of February 1976
the Congress Party has a strength of 42 members in a |
house of 60, The Ministry contimied upto March, 1977 .
with a comfortable majority of 50 members in the House,
But soon af'ter the Lok Sabha election of March, 1977, and

the formation of Janata Government at the Centre

there arose divisions in the Congress legislature party:
between those who favoured the Janata, those who favoured
C.F.D, and those who wished to remain in the Congress,71
By the middle of May, the Congress Government led by

R.K, Dorendra Singh was reduced to a m:lnority as more
MLAs cont.:lnued to join the Janata Party.' So the President
of India suspended the Legislative Assembly indefinitely

Kh@.l-léﬁ koin77~ |
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from 16th May 1977 and Président's Rule was imposed
on 16th May _].977.72

Janata Ministry'

The Janata Ministry under the Chief Ministership
of Mr. 'ggngnasb Shaiza was installed on 99'6.1977; All
. the members of the Congress Party and MPP 361@3@" the
Janata Legislature Party. As a result of it the Party
had 55 mewbers in the House and the CPI is' acting as the
' Opposition Party consisting of 4 mel;xbers. There is no
~ Congress M,L.A., One Janata member recentljr joiﬁed
Congress (1).72

D, NATIONRL-REGIONAL PARTY LINKAGES \

The links of national parties with regional
parties of Manipur can be viewed from 2 angles « i.e,
theoretical and from the practical viewpoint, Theoreti-
cally, there is?mch difference between the two types
of parties, ‘I'he national parties in Manipur like the
quigre.ss, the Cozrmnm?.st and the Socialist Parties are
branches of the Indian Nat:'gonal Congress, the Communist
‘Parzty of India and the Samyukta Socialist Party of
ind;ia in so-far as they are controlled :and directed by

these parties, On the other hand local parties like the

72, mg - 29.6.77
75 oYYz, T oS toge e o



- 70 -
Manipur Peoples! Party, the United Naga Integration
Gbuncil were established solély to p:otect_the interests
of the state or of a particular commnity. Thus the
main object of establighing the Manipur PQOples; Party
was to achieve the well being and advancement of the
pebple of‘Manipur by democratic and peacefgl means. The
party stands for regionalism and grater autoncmy for
Manipur, Likewise the main object of the United Naga
Integration Council was to integrate all contiguous
Naga areas in Assam, Manipur, NEFA with Nagaland State,
to ensure and promote commnal harmony, ﬁo‘press the
Government of India to initiate talks for final settle-
ment of Naga political issues, to safeguard the religious,
politicai, gconomié, cultural etc..rights of the minority
communities.7“ The Manipur Hill Union was established .
just before the 1974 election by some ex<MLAs of the
Hills led by Shri Yangmaso Shaiza, It was-said that
this:party.had the subport of the hostile Nagas.75
Besides these there was also many 1ocal'part1és like
the Manipurbnational erganisation;‘thé Manipur Nationalist
Party, the Meiﬁei.Marup, ihe Kenglei League etc, Thus .
| ideologically and theoretically there is a great

7he NIC - Election Manifesto - 1972 - Imphal,1978
. 750‘ Tho Gokul Singh, -OE .cit” p.hg.




difference betw’eeiz the national parties and the regional

parties of Manipur,

But practically these differences mean very
little, Actually most of the local parties were founded
by the defectors from all India parties. The Manipur
Peoples! Pafty was founded by thé defectors from Indian
National Congress in 1968. _The United Naga Integration
Council was founded in 1972 by Rishang Keishing, a person
expe:liled from the Congress; before joining the Congress
Party, he was a socialdst M_P; Similarly the founders
of Manipur National Organisation, the Manipur Nationalist
Party etc.'are former'socialists and congressmen, When
“the glection results are declafed or at the time of the
formatiﬁn of the government or during the tehure of a
péfticular gévernmént, the MLAs elected on local party
tickets often joined the national pgrties, in some
cases even by aboliéhing the local party itself e.g.
the United Naga Integration Council merged with the
Congress in 1972, the M.H.U. with the Congress in 1976,
and the bulk of the Manipur Peoples' Party with the
© Janata Party in May, 1977. Now in Manipur there is no
strong local party except what is left of the Manipur

Peoples?! Party {former Kanglei League) and the newly
formed Manipur National Union., -
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 Thus there is infact a very close link between
the natioﬁal parties and regional partiés in Manipur
poiitiCs; A ninister of cabinet rank can retain his
ministerial post in different governments formed by
national parties and r;gional parties by means of
defection, as the occasion demands. This is because,
as Shri 0, Joy Singh, Deputy Speaker;‘ﬁanipur Legislative
Assembly, puts is.™ost of the politiciéné in Manipur
do not stick to their owﬁ party principies, They are
guided by their own interests and not by political
philosophy of the partyf 76 The problem of defections

therefore merits special. attention.

E. DEFECTIONS AND TOFPLING GAMES

~ "Power -~ the first love of every politician is a
treacheious\beloved. Like those of a pretty woman of
litéle virtues, her wooers are many and her loyalties

shifting? 77

Traditionally defection means floor-crossing,

But the term defection also means any change of political
lable and should include all cases such as (1) that of
‘leaving a particular political parﬁy after being elected
as a legislator on its ticket and joining another party,
(1) of resigning from the party but remaining independent
thereafter, or (iii) of joining a particular political

76. fogeryieu kith Ogdoy Singh-Dy. Speaker,
Contd. .



- 73 -

party after'being elected as an independent.78
,,Legislaicrs who vote agginst their party in the
vlegislature on basic issues without actually re-
signing from the party should none-the-less be deemed
to be defectorg.

After the féurth general elections 1967, the
state politics in India was éharactarised by a novel
' expériment of coalition goverhments of widely heteroe
geneous elements which were responéible for the collapse
of many governments, Manipur alsoc experiencéd such a
phenomenon of alarge number of legislators indulging -
4in frequent marches and countér»maréhes from one
poliéical platform to another largely with a view to
gaining ministerial office or other, often personal,
benefit; If necessary, they did this by helping to
topple successive governments and forming others in
their places, | |

Defections were not however uhknown to Manipur
earlier, since responsible government was established
in the state in 1948, One Socialist MLA defected to

79

the Congress, This ¢contradicts the views expressed

by Shri M.K. Priyébrata Singh : "when the first election

COQtda e

77+5.C,Kashyap -~ The Politics of Defection - New
Delhi, The Institute of Constitutional and
Parliamentary Studies, 196%, p.l.

780 bid - po 120‘ N

¥9.Th.Bira Singh -Comrade ‘TrabotlImphal,CPI Office,
kL 7% - T N
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on adult suffrage took place in Manipur in 1948, ‘the MLAs
wefe ﬁew ﬁo the system‘an& did not know defection.80:

The Congress Party in Manipur succeeded in forming a
durable Congress government.in 1957 énd 1962 by securing a. |
few defections from the ranks of independents in 1957 and
socialists in 1962. Here . defections led to greater stability
Despite securing half of the seats in a Ebuse of 32 members,
the Congress was able to forma'govgrnmeng in 1967 by #hg
joining of 7 independents and 2 nominaﬁed members 1nto‘the
party. Soon a severe struggle for power ensured within
the Congress legislature party. Sbme‘members weré promised
contract work.and some certain other persoﬁal benefits by
the Chief Minister; even these promiseé were apparently
not kept. The law and order situation in the hilds and |
plain areas of Manipur also considerably, deteriorated;
economic conditions became from bad to wcfse. The'pfevaiiing‘
condition of Maﬁipur became good propagaﬁda material to
those who wanted to overthrow the Kgireng1Ministry, Shri S,
Tombi Singh, Speaker, Shri Kh, Chaoba Singh, Deputy Speaker
én&lé CongressiMLAs defected from the Congréés Party and
formed the United Front with the Opposition on 19th Oct.1967.

80‘ M Ke Priyn]bhrata Singh - N W‘hiiher Manipur” -

-~
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" The Front requested the Chief Commissioner to allow them to
form the government, Shri Koireng Singh also contended that
he had still the majority. Camps were set up for ULF legis-
latoras at Sekmai and for Coagréss legislators at Uripok to
prevent them from defectiﬁg. Shri Kgifeng Singh had no
alternative but tcvrésign on 4th Oct, 1967,

On 13th Oct,1967 Shri L,Thambou Singh, a defector from
Congress became the Chief Minister of the ULF government,
Scon Shri Demjalam Kipgen, who had earlier left the Congress
to join the ULF, defected back to the Ccngress and the
Opposition raised a motion of no~confidence against the Ministr
The ULF Ministry was defeated by 16 votes against 15 ( the
Speakér hgving no rizght to vote): and the Administrator
prorogued the House and the'Legislature was suspended, Soon
all former Congress members,who had recently defeated to
the U.L.F.(éxcept Shri §,Tombi Singh and Shri Kh.Chaoba Singh
who hadvhgen expelled from the Congress) rejoined the
'c ongress, The Congress government waé again' formed on
19th Feb;1968. This mimistry 1asted for about one and.a
half years befcre another defection took place, On 23rd
Seﬁtember 1969 a motion of no-confidence was moved by |
Shri Koireng Singh. When the division took place, the motion
was aupported by 19 members and the ninistry tendered its
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resignation, Here the defection by some Congress MLAs and
2 Independents were mainly responsible for the political
instability in Manipur, They have defected as many as

3 times,

Defections and Toppling Efforts =« 1972773

In the 1972 elections the Congress{R) secured 17 ,
seats and the Manipur People’s’ Party 15 seats in a House of
60. Both the Congress and the M,P,P, were actively tiying
to get the support of independent MLAs for the purpose of
forming the government, But every Indgpendent member wanted
~ a position in the Council of Ministers, "Isolation camps"
were set up by both the parties. At last the Manipur ‘
Peoples! Party won the game, getting 32 members on their side
(15 MPP, 3 SSP, 1 Congress(0) and 13 Independents). In
the Council of Ministers 10 Independents got ministerial '
posts and one each were bagged by the SSP and the Congress(0),

.The Congress on the other hand also tried to _
atrengthen its position by absorbing the Independent MLAs,
tThe Naga Integration Bouncil having failed to get pOSts
in the Alimuddin Miniséry nerged with the Congress*.31

810 'ﬂ‘l. GOkul Singh - wo-po19



Soon two Congress M,L.A.s Seiwasri Thangkhnlal and
7,Bira Singh and 2 Independent M.L.A.s joined the United
Legislature Party,

On 15th March, 1973, during the budget session, 9
members. including 2 ministers and the Deputy Speaker
‘defected to the Opposition, denounclng the actions of the
U.L.P,Ministry, Ona 22nd‘March 1973, the opposition moved
a no=-confidence motion against the Alimuddin Ministry., When
tﬁe motion was taken up for discﬁssion there wure allegations
and charges made by both sides against one another, The
discussion was adjourned inconclusively till 26th March, 1973,

413,30 p.ms of 26th March,1973, the Speaker informed the House
thaﬁ thé‘conncil of Ministers ﬁeaded by Md,Alimjddin had
tendered its resignation. Here 6 M.L.A.s defected twice
during the one year rule of ULP Ministry i.e. 3 Independents,
2 Congress(R) and 1 Congress (0). In all 20 MLAs have
defected from their original parties. Thus the toppling
efforts of ‘the Congress succeeded at lasﬂ” *In his report
to the B¥61a3% on the political situation of‘Manipur

MrgAlimuddinw; the then Chief Minister, pointed out that
two defectora ha d,the record of changing sides four times
each (both of them were congressmeq) anﬂ the other congressman

defected three times",82

-

82, X,C.Chaudhuri~ 'Politics of Defection in Manipur!.
Narth~Eastern Affairs-AnnuaX¥, Shillong, 1973, p.9
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Defections eontinﬁed to play a very important part
in the politics of Manipur from 1974 to 1977, Manipur
witnessed as many as foqr different ministries within the
short period of one year and three months i,e, from 4th March,
1974 to 23rd July,1975. In 1974 the Manipur Peoples! Party
won the struggle for the formation of gpvernment with the

support of 2- SSP, 6-M.HU, and 7 Independents, A section

of the M,H,U. led by Shri Yangmeso Shaiza left the United
Legislature Party just before the awearing in of the
Alimdding Ministry, Shri Habibur Rahaman, a Congress MLA.
and the General Secretary of the Manipur Pradesh Congress
Committes and Shri $,Ibomcha Singh {Independent} also
defected to ULP on 25th March,197) and 27th March,1974 '
respectivelyé _ ’ |

Meanwhile the Opposition parties i.e. the Congress,
the M.HU,, the C.P.I, and other Indepehdents formed an
alliance called the Progressive Democratic Front. During the
budzet session in duly 1974 four ministers namely, Shri T.P.
Kinlengpao, Ngulkhohao, Borthakar Sharma and A.T.Thgngan
resigned from the U,L.P and went over to the P.D.F, The
apeaken?'Shfi R;K.Doyendra Singh and three othergMLAs namely
§;Biramani Singh, Kh,Nimaichand 3ingh and Shri S.Ibomcha
Singh also supported the P.D.F. This time there was not any |
no-confidence motion against the Ministry, but on 8th July 193
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the ruling bench was vacant except for Shri S Tombi Singh,
Finance Minister, A Shraf Ali, and Kh., Pishak Singh, Md.
Alimuddin submitted the resignation'of his Council of '
Ministets'to the Governor in the afternoon of the same day,
Thus the Ministry was overthrownmainly by the'defection

of Ministers, Speaker and other MLAs,

Then the Progréssive-nemocratic Front government
was formed with Mr, Shaiza as’the Chief Minister, Soon
there was & confiict between the Gongress Party and Mr,
Shaiza about the inclusion of Congress Raminees in the
Ministry. 4nd there were also divisions in the Congress
Party - one group supporting Shaiza and anothér group
against him, The Congress and ULP ovérthrow& the Shaiia
Ministry,by having the support of 34 MLAs on 5th Dec.1974.
Heée the downfall was mainly brought abog; by the Congress
Party, not pleased with Shaiza's Folicy regarding the
inclusion of Congressmen in the Souncil of Ministers,

The Congress-ULP coalition government headed by a
another defector Shri R.K, Dorendra Singh (MPP to Congress
came into existence on 6th December, 1974. Soon other
members from the Bpposition began to join the Democratic
Legislature Party, Now the Democratic Legislature Party
had more than 40 members in a House of 60 in July 1975.
But the Ministry did not last long as there was no coe-
operation between the Congress Ministers and the HLP
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Ministers._'The Congress wanted to form a pufe Cdngress
vaernmeni. They already had 34 members including one
associate member, They also urged the M,P.P. Ministers

tb join Congress, with pfomises of ministerial posts,

3 - The second R.K, Dorendra Ministry was formed, in
which the Congress had to co-opt the C.P.I. in the ruling
party]acéepting tﬁus the advice of the Governor Shri L.P.
8ingh.83 More MLAs started to join the Congress Party
and thevparty had 42 members in February, 1976. In'hhe
beginning of 1977 the party had 50 members including one -
CPI member who had defeeted to Congress, But when the
Janata Migistry was formed with Shri Yangmaso Shaiza as
Chief Minister {himself elected MP on the Congress ticket
in March, 1977 lok Sahba Elections), all the Congress
MLAs defected from the Congress agé jo#ned the Janéta 
Eartyt :
S0 during the period 19741977 as many as 4,7 MLAs
defected»f:om one party to another, some of them as many

as 5 tﬁ.mesO

What are the reasons or causes for defections in

- Manipur? Many MLAs and Ministers give different Opinions.sh

83, Th, Gokul Singh,-Qpscit., p«62.

8L. This information was gathered from their
rgsponses to questions asked during inter-
views,
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Sumo of thow are of the opinlon thet thoy have dofoctod
according to tho wiched and desireo of tho oloctorato,

oote bocsuso of tho leondarship erisis, sowe (fron local
porty to notional porty) to Joln the malastrean of tho

notion a0 an to o orvé the pocplo botter,

But tho public porception s conevhet differcnt,
The pepularly held viaw fa that nout of a‘m degindators
daTocted and counter defecto! bsesuse of the terptations
of offico, money or statuc or denlal ol the same, - They
did not take gorlously sny political primiple# or porty
4¢eclogy,8% In his report to tho Covormor, Mr, Aliouddin,
the then Chdef Mindoter 5ald = "Nofections in all cases
have bacn found to smonate fm‘a%‘a desire of barpain and
putting politlsol pressurs on the raling party for ode
ventoros shich are sytrenoly 41fficult ¢o entertodn, 86
"Thers 16 a gract deal of frapmntation of sveloty, loyolitle
to proups pet intivifusls ore often strengnr thon loyalty |
to porty, rivalrics between Indfvidusle v ithin the sone
party aro strong ond corruption, vhich fo the nain couco

r 8 gty )
85, é%%&’%?f’”mﬁ‘ ¢ Jﬁ aiﬂ: e Asgwglyh
23§zh79l

86: K«Q& madmi;.m&i’ 9“9330
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of ﬁaﬁeaﬁm, iz unfortunstoly oore rampant in the
m;mwi politicol gysten than olaouhorod 87

Tho oxfsetence of & large rumbor of indepondont
HLAs sccelorated the pace of defoctions dynumico in
Hondpur. 1o ovory cloction since 1957 many Indepondonto
wore olected, some of thon constenting olsctions ao
Indopondents, on boing dentod porty tickets. Independents
played o decioive role in toppling the ozicting governe
monts and installing now onos,

Another feature 45 thot once 2 povernmont 4s fornod
tho mecbera of the opposition party stavted defocting to
the perty. Thie 4o often tho cuge 4n Monipur, Tt nay be
beosuse of the dopulee to wlold pouer, Ylove of Power,
34ke ust, fs muck a strong gotlve thot it influcnces

root Men's netdong more thon thoy think it e!zuum,!‘eg‘

87, Covernorts Roport 0 tho Presidont of ITndine
1973 quoted from Mindustan Stondard « 29,3,1973.

88, Bortrond Russol - Poanapelondon, Georpe Allen
and Unimon Ltds, ;5‘3‘3“' pe278e




CHAPTER « III
STATES REORGANISATION AND NORTH EASTERN COUNCIL

10n May 12 and 14,1947, the Hindusthan Standard
“of Galcutta carried a news item that U Aungson, the Vice-
President of Burmese Interim Government might visit Manipur
and the Manipuris wanted to merge with Burma, This news
itemy; creatéd a great political stir in Manipur, The state
Congress alleged that the Communist or Irabot Singh had
connived with the Burmesef,! |

With the lapse of British Paramountey on 15th August
1947, Manipur also became independent. And the State was
"persuaded® through the Congress to merge with India, Sadar
Vallabhai Patel proposed the creation of a new state named
Purbachal Pradesh congisting of Manipur, Cachar, Tripura
and Lusiiai Hills: On the other hand, the Naga National
Council under Phizo wanted to carve out an Independent
Nagaland State comprising the Naga inhabited areas of north-
eastern India, At the same time every political party ’
including the Congress demanded Kabaw Valley for Manipur,
"Kabaw Valleyv belonged to Manipur but legal argument was

1, Quoted from Gangumei Kabui- *Leftist Movement
in Manipur!, A case study of Hijam Irabot Singh'~

a paper submitted to the %Eth Session of Indian
History Conference, Calcutia, Jadavpur University,

sSior
197h=p.9s



- 8k <

not enough, the dembcratichights of the people cannot
be ignored. Kabaw valley could not be forcibly brought
back to Manipuru If the peOple of Kahaw valley wanted to
Jointﬁanipur, the valley would come to Manipur®.2 The
demand of Kabaw valley uas closely related to the estabe
1ishment of reaponsible government in Manipur,

' Among the political parties, there were two groups.
over ﬁhéjénestion of mérger with_India.v:The Merger
Movemgﬁt was 1éd.mainly by,the ¢ongress Party of Manipur,
and the anti<Merger group w;s led by comrade -Irawat Singh,
thé’QPI iéader. *Irabot Singh waé agaipst'thas movement
and.trﬁed.tc pfeser§e the sovereignty of Manipur!,3 The
Assam Odmmittee‘of the CPI sent Baagna Singh as an organiser

and eriticised Irawat Singh on the grounds that his anti-
merger policy was against the official policy of the Assam
Committee, But another view was that Irawat was never
against merger of Manipur with the Indian Union, His demand .
was that "™anipur should be a fullefledged staﬁe as good
and powerful as any other sister state in the Indian Uﬁion(
His apprehension was that after merger, Manipuf would be

relegated to a status lower than that of other states

2, Compade Irawat =- Anouba Jug -fImphaI,ié3.N6#s19A7.
3. Gangumel Kabui - op.cit.p.t1
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of India, With this perspective in view, he and his
follewers‘demanded,fullbfledged statehood and greater
‘autonomy for Manipurt.b

‘The peopleu of Manipur started to express thedirn
views and Opinions regarding the merger of Manipur with
the Indian Union which was ultimately done on 15 Oct. 1949
when Manipur was put under a Chief Gemmissioner. It has
been alleged that the Maharaja signed the Merger Agreement
without the approval of the responsible government estab-

lished undef the Manipur State Constitution Act, 1947,

A. THE STATES REORGANISATION COMMISSION

- On Janﬁary 26, 4950 with the enforcement of the
Constitution of India, Manipur became a_part C State. |
According'toOG.NaJoshizﬂPolitically’Paft‘C States are not
‘80 daﬁeloped as Part A States, hence provision for parlia=
mentary government in these States is not made in the
Constitution”. 5 But the Constitution had some provisions
for the introduction of full or partial responsible
government in such states, Under Part 'C' States Act, 1951
some of these states like Ajmer, Bhopal, Coorg, Delhi,

4. Interview with Ng.Mohendra 3ingh ~ 23.4.78.

5. " Quoted from Dr.N,Ibobi Singh - Elements of Public .
Administration in India, Imphal, Rajsri Book §taIl

3 Pe
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Himachal Pradesh, Vindhya Pradesh and Bilaspur were given
Legislative Assemblies and they had thus engoyed responsible
- governments But in some states like Manipur, Tripura and
Kutech the introduction of fespOnsible government was
ccnsidered inexpedient, In these states provision was made
for the constitution of a Gouncil of Advisers.

| In the first general electicns of January 1952,

30 members of the Electoral College had been electeds, This
Electonalcollege recommended the names of ‘5 Advisers,

who eventually formed the Adwisory €ouncil of tp, Chief
Commissioner, But the will of the people are ndt ‘reflected
in the administration, The people who had once experienced
ehé rule of responsible government, {even though for a

brief pefiod) could not be.expectgd to femain_satisfied

with this arrangement.-'aiscontent against the administration
was expressed by various political parties and by the people
of Manipﬁr; In the meantime the Prime Minister made a state=
ment in Parliament on 22 Dec., 1953 that ? a commission would
be appainted to examine objectively and impassionably the
question of the re»organisationvof the states of the Indian
Union so that the welfare of the people of :each constituent
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| unit as well as the nation as a whole 15 promoted"-é The
formation of the States Reuorganisation Gommission created |
some apprehension 1n Manipur regarding the future of the | 1
‘ state, ” : ' - '
- Two members of the States Ra~organisatien Commission
Shri H.N.Kunzm and Shr:l K.M.Fanikar visited Manipur in
April 195&.7 There were diffarenees of Opinion regarding

‘the probable changes of the boundaries of Manipur. The |
Manipur State congress strongly Opposed the merger of |
Manipur with the bigger st«te of Assam. But the Praja
Sociali st Party in Manipur pleaded fer the merger of the

state with Assam and sent mamorandnms containing points 'A

in favour of the merger.8 The memorandum submitted by the
Manipur State Gongress to the States Reuorganisation Gommissim
in April, 1954 strcngly criticised the gtand of the Socialist
Party, The Manipur State Communist Party did not support

the ‘PSP Policy of merging !ﬂanipur with Assan_:. It stood for a

separate Manipur state with full respensible governmgnt.

6. Report of the Staﬁes Reworganisation Commission,
1955-p.1. The Commission was formed on 29 Dec.,

1953 under the resolution of the Government of
India &n the Ministry of Home Affairs, No,53/69/53.

7. Govt, Of Manipur- I_-ganigug Gazette No,6~ Imphal
April’ﬂ’ 1955.

8. Ngaghi - 6.7.195k. It proposed the formation
% Purbachal Pradeshs
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The hill areas of Manipuf, inhabited by‘tribals wanted
the merger of the contiguous hill areas. of Assam and
their separation from the Imphal Valley. They were
apprehensive of domination by the mere populous Hindu Meitie
of Gentral Imphal Valley.9 They felt that in the pre=
independence days their rights had been safeguarded by
the British Polztical Agent, But with the coming of
popular democratic forces, the hill tribes of both
Manipur and Assam tended to feel that their safety lay in
;their combi@ed nnmbers and that ﬁhey Should thereque, jodn
together for self-preservation,10 But the State Re-orga-
nisation‘commission was of ﬁhe viéw £hat Manipur and Tripura
cbuld not be viable states and anticipated the merger of
Tripura in'the short ruh, an& of Manipur, in the 1ong‘;un
with Assam¢‘1 The Manipur State ﬁongress expressed dis#
content and submitted 2 supplementary memorandum refuting _“
the arguments for mergingiﬁanipur with Assam or including
her in some newly created State.‘ The memorandum alsq_oPposed

the Purbachal Plan, creation of a Frontier Hill State,

9¢ BRustomji Nari - Enchanted Frontiers- Longon,
Oxford University Press, 1971, p. 106

10. Ibig@_»

11, S.K,Chaube «~ Hil “ris ¥
! %a§ gttg,eﬁrien ongman, 1973, P
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The suggestion of the Commission were:

1) Mani 1d be merged ”héve a democratie
(1) Yanipug Sy taneneyoreed to T

2) Manipur cannot have democratic set up so lo
(2) as %% con%gﬁues its separate existenge._ ne

The States Re-organisation Bill was brought up in
Parliament for its final apéroval in 1956, The Government
‘of Indiavhéwever did not éccept the proposal of the States
Reeorganisation Commission for the merger of Manipur with
Assau; Ultimately the Seventh Amendment Act, 1956 of the
Constitution of India converted Manipur into a Union
Territory to be governed by the President through an
Administrator to be appointed by him, It also permitted the
creation of a legislature in Manipur under the Territorial
Councils Act, 1956, | | |
Prior to November 1969, Manipur had been a single

District Territory divided into ten subedivisions, But on
1), Nov, 1969 Manipur Territory Qas re~organised by the
Central Government into 5 administratiwe uhits, viz, 113
Manipur Gentral District, H,Q. Imphal (2) Manipur East ’
Districé,H.Q,ﬂkhrul, {3) Manipur_wgst Bi;tgict, H,Q, Tamenge
long, (4) Manipur Ngrth’District,ﬁgagxarong and (5) ﬁanipur
South District, H;é. Churachandpurs In 1972, the Re- |
organisation of the North East India Act converted Manipur
into a full fledged states .
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B. THE NORTH « EAS“ERN COUNCIL

Northreastern India commands strategic importance
being one of the crucial border regions, possessing
peculdiar geographical eomp}exities, vast racial, religious
and linpuistic differences, ' It became a fproblem! region
since independence as a result of the partitien of India,
The region including Nagaland covers an area of 98 thousand
square miles, a little over 8 per cent of the geographical
area of the whole country; The administrative guidelines
to the hill areas in Assam were laid down by the Sixth
Schedule to the Indian Constitution.Autonomous District
Councils were set up in the Garo Hills, the Lushai Hills
(known as the Mizo Hills since 1954), the Naga Hills, the
United Khasi~Jaintia Hills and the ﬁikir'and the North- |
oachar Hills,-

The Naga Hills rejected the District éouncils and
along with the Naga Tribal Areas emerged as a full-fledged
state known as Nagaland in 1963, Manipur and Tripura became
Union Territories as per the recommendations of the States
Re-organisation Commission, On April 2, 1970, the Garo
Hills District and the United Khasi~Jaintia Hills were
constituted into a sub=state of Meghalaya within Assam,
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On Dec,21, 1971, the Parliament adopted the twenty
seventh Amendment to the Goﬁstitution of India, enabling

the we-organisation of the North-Eastern region of India,

Accordinglyvthe Northeeastern region now contains 5 states;
Assan, 'Manipur.", Meghalaya, Nagaland and Tripura and t#:o
Union Territories = mi‘zora;m {i‘omerly‘ the Mizo Hills District)
and-Arunaéhal Pradesh (formerly NEFA), K.C.Pant, the tﬁen
Union Minister of State for Home Afféirs saids "the basié
object of resorganisation is to re-struecture thé adminisé
trative set up of the reéion and to provide opportunities
to the people of different parts to associate themselves
in the gask of development", 12

Linguistically, racially.and sfrategically this
region has some unique features, 'N6 bther part in Iﬁdia
has so maﬁy languages, so many Hill tribes and so great a
contrast iﬁ life and outlook of the hill-men and the |
distinet civilization of the plains, The bulk of the
population in the region is rural in character., The pro-
portion of rural population to the total population ranges
from 85,45 per cent in Meghalaya to 96,30 per cent in
Arunachal Pradesh as against the all India average of 80,09
per cent, The tridal population in the region is around
L4 lakhs, This represents about 11 per cent of the équntry's
total scheduled tribes population of around 380 lakhs,

12, Pant,K.C, =« "Rew Era in the North East India®,
Patrika, 26,1,1972, -
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‘Though eﬁdowed with abundant natural resources
the région has suffered from many ills, impediments to
economic and social progress and unfulfilled basic
requirements of growth, They are due partly to geogra-
phical and historical reééons and_ﬁartly to some pecgliar
problems within the region itsel{?//kpart from Assam,
other States and Union Tﬁrritories cannqt be said to be

economically and financially viable‘yet. They are unable

to provide from their own resources the total financial
costs of even the basic elements of administration and
technically trained pefsonnel that afe fequired for ihe
rapid develbpmént of the economy:,

Although the North Eastern region was re-organised
into different political entities to satisfy the
growing political aspirations of the people, all
units together can well be treated 2s one single‘
unit from the point of view cof economic planning,

. Geographg directs that they act as one unit and
political separation cannot undo this geographical
faste All the units will have to work in coe
ordinated and cokogerative manner for the mutual
advantage of all, 1

- 50 to provide the necessary organisational set up
for co~ordinated development of the region the North
Eastern Council wgs constituted under’the North Eastern
Council Act, 1971 and 1t forhally came into being under
a Presidential_order with effect from Ist August, 1972,

13. Nnrth-Eastern Councile Shillong., PRO. NEC
1972, p.Ts B T T
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The Council covers the five states of the North Eastern
region, viz, Assam, Nagaland, Meghalaya, Manipur and
Tripura, and two Union Territories of Arunachal Pradesh
and Mizoram, The common Governor of the five states is
_the chairman of the council and its members are the Chief
‘Ministers of the five states, thq'Lt. Governor andjthe
Chief Minister of Mizoram and the Chief Commissioner and
& Councillor of-Arunaéhal Pradesh, The Council functions
through a_Secretaria; with the Sec%etary assisted by
Advisers on Planning, Finance and;Senurity'and.oﬁhéf
technical and non=technical staff, Theléfgaedlof the
‘council is located at Shillong, | |

‘The facters which have been involved to Jﬁétify
the c‘reation of the North Eastern Council are. 1 ..

(a) The size of the ‘political units of the region
is not very large, Further the units are'_.geo'graphiéally
so situated that the effects of any major change or
devélopment taking p»lace in one unit is bound to be felt
beyond its geographicaly boundariesy

{b) Real development can be effective with mutual
. cd-‘-operation among the variqixs units; especially since

all the politieal units cannot yet be said to be finafaciall

ke Ibid = pebs
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viable, Funds available for these units for welfare and
development purposes need to be utilised to the bést’advan-
tage avoiding duplication of efforts and expenditure., This
can be'eﬁsured evidently through co=ordinated regional
planning.

{(¢) In today's world econcmic and industrial
operations have assumed such size and proporﬁions, covering
as they do vast areas and veried fields, that it can
hardly be practicable for any.single unit to undertake in

isolation and all by itgelf any &arge scale economie operati%
successfu%ly without adequate co~ordination and cow~operation

{d) The region suffers from lack of adequate
infrastructure in various sectors of communications,
technical expertiese ete, The back log in these fronts
can be removed expeditiously mainly through joint efforts
and co=ordinated planning., Opening up of the region and
ggneraticn of much needed power resources will provide
a tremendous f1llip to the local economy and enterprise
and will ensure its continued growth subséguently,

Explaining the objectives behind constituting
the councii, Smt, Gandhi séid that 'the primary purpose
of this council is the development of the region for
‘greater human welfares - The first principle of development
is cowordinated activity., I have no doubt that the



different units of the region will gain by such co=
ordinated worksseesseSuch co-operation {will not) in any
way lessen the authority of individual government',15

Functions of the Council |
According to the North Eastern Council Act, the
functions agsigned to the Council are as followsse

The Council shall be an advisory body and may diacuss
4H¥ matter in which some or all the states represented
in that Council, or the Unlon and one or more of the
states represented in that Council, have a common
interest and advise the Central Government and the
government of each state concerned as to the action
to xbe taken on any such matter, and, #n particular,
may discuss and make recommendat@ons with regard to,=

(1) any matter of common interest in the field of
econcmic and social planning;

(41} any metter concerning inter-state transport and
communications; :

(111) any matter relating to gower and flood control
projects of common interest,10

-

For securing the balanced development of the northe-
eastern area, the Council shall forward proposalse

(a) formulating for the states represented in the
council 2 unified and co~ordinated regional €lan
{which will be 4n addition to the state plan) in
regard to matters of common importance to that areaj

15, Indira Gandhi- "Inaugural Speech" North Eastern
Council, Shillong, PEO, NEC, 1972,

16. The North Eastern Council Act, 1971« Article
4{d).
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(b) regarding the priorities of the projects and

schemes included in the regional plan _and the stages
in which the regional plan may bg implemented; an

(e¢) regarding the location of the projects and schemes
included in the regional plan, to the Central Government
for its consideration,?

The Council shalle

" {a) review from time to time, the 4implementation of
the projects and schemes included in the re%éonal plan
and reconmend nessures for effecting co~ordination
among the UGovernments cf the States concerned in the
matter of implementation of such projects and schemes;

{b) where'a project or scheme is-intended to benefit
two or more states, recommend the manner in which,

(%) Such project or shheme may be executed or imple-
mented and managed or malntained; or

(4i) the benefits therefrom may be shared;

{iii) the expenditﬁre.therecn may be incurred;

(¢) on a review of progress of the expenditure,
recommend to the central goveranment the quantum of
financial assistance to be given, from time tc time,
to the state or states entrusted with the execution
or implementation of any project or scheme included
in the regional planj; . '

{d) recommend to the government of ths state concerned
or to the Central Uovernment the undertaking of
necessary aurveys and investigation of projects in any
state represented in the Council to facilitate consie
deration of the £easi§%lity of including new projects
in the regional pian, :

17, Ibid - Article 4(2).
18, Ibid - Article 4{3).
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The Council shall review from time to time the

measures taken by the states represented in the
touncil for the maintenance of security and public

order therein and recommend to the Government of the -
State concerned further measures necessary in this

regard, 19

Thus the North Eastern ?buncilh most important
function is to bring about conérdinated development of
the region with funds, provided by the'céntre and without
interfuring with the respective plans of the member
states.; The different projects unier the régiohal plan
also will be execut#d by the State government or Hnion
Territory Administration concerneds

The different members of the North Eastern Council
have their respective §tate Planning Boards or Planning
Departments which draw up five year and annual plans for
thelr respective States or Territories and get th@m
approved by the Planning Commission at the Centre, An
important function of the North Eastern Council is to
ensure that the State plan is devetailed to each other.
as also the‘regional pian, In this respect, it is, not -
only a link between the different political units of the
Council but also between the Stéte Planning Boards and
the Flanning Gommiseiod% o

19, Ibid - Article 4(4),
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. The act also gives the North Eastern Council
powers to review the law and order gituation in different
member states. But the Council can only recommend
measures to the state concerned in this respects Therefore,
this does not purport to be a dtlution of the autonony
Aof the states as provided in the Constitution, This Eeing
a-border region it hes some e#tragarﬂinary security'
problems which must be admitted and as the best security
is economic mecurity so also sconomic prcsberity is |
endangered by lack 0“ puhxic order and aecurity;

#The Couneil; hes, further nors, newther legislative
nor executive powers of any kind and has no constitutional ‘
or legal power to supervise any of the actions of the
States, The Council 4s an advisory body- it advises .
hoth the Central Uovernment as well 2s the constituohds
states, It is open both to tne Cenire and to the units
forming the Council to reject its advice, "It 4s hoped,
however, that the advice which tha cou;c¢1 renders will
be so potently in the interests of the constituent units
asvof the country as 2 whole that it will not be rejected
save for extremely strong and valid reasons, The

Gentral Government has no authority over the decisions or
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the recommendations of the Council except that it may,
if it so desires, nominate a Minister of the Central
Government to be a member of the Counc11:2°

The North Eastern Council had its first meeting
on November 7, 1972 which was formally inaugurated by
the thén Prime Minister Iﬁdira Gandhi, She announced
that her Government would make available to the Council
funds upto Rs.50 crores during the remaining period of
the Fourth Plan for regieﬁal projects drawn up by the
Council, éhis wogld be in addition to the funds received
by the States and Union Territories under their own
reapective state plans. She also assured that such
special and adequate allocation for deveIOpéent of the
North Eastern region would continue to the Fifth Plan
also-and.saidz "I can assure you that any worthgwhile
1dea'that-it miéht purpose as being of tangible benefit
to the region will not suffer for want of funds*,27
The Chief Ministers of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and
Manipur, the Chief Commissoner. Arunachal Pradesh and
the Lt,Governor of Mizoram welecomed unsqni#ccally the

formation of the Council and assured their co-operation

20, B.K.Nehru - 'Inaugural Address; Sixth Annual
, Conference of the Assam Political Science
Association, 11.1.73,
op.clit,, pe33.

21, North Eastern Council - 9Dagdt.p.9.
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to achieve coe-ordinated and balanced development of
the region, The Council emphaéised that transpoft and
communications shéuld receive the higést priority in
the development programme of;thg regioh.  The Planning
Commission offered to provide necessary assistance
and expert service in identifying programmes as well as
in drawing up projects for the regional plan. |

The second meeting and the first businésu-aession
of the Council was held on June 22, 1973. It marked the
beginning of a co-ordinated, integrated and co;operétive
approach to the.task‘of purpqsefuliregianal piénning.'
Bésides the members cf‘theicouncil, the Advisir,’Planning
Gemmiséion énd the Joiﬁt Secfetary; Ministry of Home
Affairs also attended the meeting, The two most important .
subjects discpssed by the Coﬁncii were {a) development
and improvement of surface communication including
railway, road and ropeway communication and power
generation, Other subjects included development of
agriculture and improvément of veterinary and animal
husbandry services 4in the region, Extension'of'the railway
system in the region was given top priority; The Council
accordingly resolved to move the Government of India to

(a) extend rgilwayliinea into Arunachal, Meghalaya, Manipur
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and.Miéoram; which do not have a single railway -
cennection at present, {b) take up construction of
Bongaigoan Gauhati Broad Gauge railway line 1mmediately
to provide through rail traffic from calcutta, Delhi and
Bombay to Gaubati, (c) rationalise the existing railway
system in the region in consultation with the State
Governments and the North Eastern council, (d) review
the existing rinancial criteria and considerations
governing tha construction of raiIWay lines in this region
and modify them favourably for this region for a period
of at least twenty yearsgy
The members of the council led by the chairman,

net the Prime Minister, ‘the Home Minister, the Finance
Minister and Planning Minister in New Delhi on 13 September,
1973 and submitted a memorandum arguing the case for

xtension of the railway networklin the region. The
delegation suC¢eeded in impressingvupon the Gehtrél
Government the need for giving special considerasion for
the development of railwgys and'other infrastructural
facilities in fhe region, The Prime'nihister issued
directions to the Central Minlstries of Planning, Home
and Finance to develop a *Convention! whereby all
proposals by the North Eastern Council are ggnerally |
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accepted by the Centre unless they run counter to
laccepﬁed ﬁoiicies or'involve expenditure‘ﬁeyénd»the
allocations to the Gouncil.22 |

The meeting also decided to set up six expert
Gommittees on different subgects related to the over—all
eeenomie development of the region. These are (a) Road
Committee~ to review the existing cammunicationlfacilities
in the regign and suggest.suitable‘projects to bevtaken
ub‘for.developmsnt of snrfacé commnnicationsﬁwith a view
tc'Opehing up ef'thé region and egploitaticn of the
natural resources éf the area (b) Committee on Jhum
vReséarch < to go into the related problems of Jhum Control,
soil conservation; affofestation and flood control in the
region and make recommendations in the shape of feasible
definite projects as solutions to these problems, (c)
Regional Electricity Board < to examine the legal
constitutional technical and administrative implfcations
of a proposal for setting up of a regional electricity
board; (d) Technical Power Committee ~ to work out a
détailed programme of investigaticn of thermal and hydel
powef poﬁential of the regioﬁi to prepére a programme for

generation, bulk transmission and distribution of power

22, gStatesman - 2111373,
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and to identify specific schemes, (e} Agricultural
Tfaining Committee - to examine the question of organised
training in agriculture and (f) Barak River Project
Committee -~ to draw up an integrated soil conservation,
fif forestation and power generation scheme in the Barak
river basin and watershed areas,

The different committees submitted their views
and Specific proposals for carrying out investigation or
survey work or.undertaking development projects at different
placea.' Accordingly the North Eastern Ccuhcil-Secretariat.
prepared a Five Year Regional Plan of development to
cofincide with the country's Fifth Five Year Plan, The
‘third meeting of the council held on 25 énd 26 July, 1974
approved of the regional plan involving a total outlay of
Rse 114ehly crores,?3 The regional plan of the North
Eastern Council is phased out into aﬁnual plans which
will be executed by the respective 8tate Governments and
Union Territory Administrations concerned on being finally
accepted by the Government of Indias

23, Statesman - 22,7.78



.. The Fifth meeting of the Council held on 29 January,
1975 accepted in principle all the three power projects,
viz, Kopili Hydel Project (partly falling in Assam and
gartly in Meghalaya), Kameng Hydel Project.(érunachal
Pradesh) and Garo Hills Thermal Project (Meghalaya) for
implementation in a phased manner under the North Eastern
Council Regional Plan, Governor L.P;Singh, Chairman of
the Council, in his introductory remark said: "more
fwpontant than the location of project is the manner in
¥hich the benefits of the project are shared in the
region”,2hk The Sixth meeting held on 22 August,1975
rewiew;d the performance in regard to implementation of
schemes under the North Eastern Council Plan for 197475,
In the next meeting‘of the North Eastern Council held on
30 January,19?6,_the Chairman suggeéted closer co~-ordi-
naﬁion between the field organisations and the Secretariat
departments in the States on the one hand and the North
Eastern Council Secretariat on the other, at all stages.
of planning and execution, ‘
The North Eastern Council met again on 20 January,

1978 and approved a large number of new schemes for the

V
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deVeiopmeat of agriculture and animal husbandry, water
and Power,; roads, industries, and-mining in the north
aastérﬁ regién to be taken up during 1978«79. The
agricultural_scheﬂes appro#ed by the Council include
setting tip of seed férms.for major field crops and root
_erops, a piggery station, a fodder sub-sﬁation'at_fawang
in Arunachal Pradesh and a feed teéting laboratory at
Qauhati.’VSchgmes_fof ground Qater exploraﬁion, first
apérqximation and resources e?aluatioh in Pagladiya‘and
Jiabharali river subnstatians'of Assam and pilot
projects_for.eradication of aquatic weeds in Assam and
Manipur'were‘also approved, For power developmen§, the
Council decided to undertake investigation of a major
‘hydel schemes, The'hydel sites tentatively selected are
at Damwe, Kuiton, Mokong, Subansiri, PangeI, Rikar, Idipo,
Pakke, allvgn Arunachal Pradesh and Tuivai in Mizoram
and Manipur,

Development of infrastructure in the region was
given special emphasis by the Council., Althgether 19
new road schemes are proposed to be undertaken for the
period 1978«79 to 198283,

The North-Eastern Council has also taken steps
not only to arrange for an assessment of the requirements
of manpowér, but also initiated'trainingAﬁrogrammes for
personnel reguired in the agriculture, animal huaﬁandry,
sericulture, industry, administration and other fields,
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Backwardness that has retarﬁed growth over a

long period has now to be removed. The North Eastern
Gouncil is ‘making a dent in assisting in the eonomic
development of the region.

ggnipur and. North Eastern Council,

- .. The then Chief Minister of Manipur Md.Adimudd in
attendad}the’inauguration of the North-Eastern Council
on 7 Novem, 1972, ﬁe appreciate&.the*idea of having a
co~ordinating body like the North Eastern Council, He
was optimistic about the successful working of the Council
to bripg about rapid development of the North Eastern
Region, He offered Manipur's fullest co-operation to the
North,Easternlgauncil. Manipur also attended the second
meeting of the council held on 22 June,1973 which marked
the beéinning-of.integrated and co-operative approach
to the task of purposeful regional planning, The “ouncil
resolved to move Government of India to extend railway .
lines. into Arunachal; Meghalaya, Manipur and Mizoram
which do not have a single railway connection at present,
within the Fifth Five Iéar;Plan Period, One Regional
Medical Coilegé had been establishedbin Imphal under the
supervision of North Easterﬁ Council, The fifth meeting
of thé North Eastern Council held on 29 January,1975
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decided that & duly registered scciety will be formed

to run and manage the callege with a Managing Comnittee
compriaing representatives from the participating units,
the forth Eastern Council. Secretariat and the Government
of India, The Manipur Chiefim;nister will be the Chairman
of the Committee, It was also agreed that the college and
the teaching hospitals will be run.as integrated unit

and as a regional institution on the .lines of the Regional

Engineering Colleges in the country,25

Apprehensions and Evaluation

Some doubts have been expressed about the bonafides
of the Centre in setting ué'the'Couneil." The suspicion
18 that the Council is designed to reduce the powers
cf the states in this region and to inmpose upon them the
will of theACentre. The then Governor, Shri B.K.Nehru,
who was the Chairman of the council observed: "This never
| wés and is not to-day the intention of this organisation, 26
The Prime Minister, Smt.Indira Gandhi while inaugurating
thé Norﬁh Eastern Council referred to such misconceptions

and misapprehensions and saids

25. Fifth Meeting of the NEC' - Journal of the
NEC Vol.1. May 1975 No,2~p.36,

26, North Eastern Counci},Shillong P.R.0.,NEC,
1972’ p.5.
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I should like to take this opportunity to remove
some misconceptions regarding the scope and fune
ctioning of this Council, This is an organisation
of the various political units of this region, set
up under an Act of Parliament, to formulate a’
co-ordinated plan for development and welfare, It
is not a super government, It does not abridge the
power of the states and the Union Territories in any
manner what so ever, It is not an extension of the
Union Government. It is an Advisory, not a supere
‘visory body. It does not alter the relationship of
the member units with the Central Government, The
Central Government will not use the Council to
interfere with the affairs and functioning of the
various Governments of this region.<7

'fhe North Eastern Council ié not an external
agency, It is a common forum where theé constituent units
éaﬁ sit together, discuss, deliberate and decide on
prégrammes beneficial to all of them, It has been
described by the Friﬁe Minister as ?a promising innovation
1ﬁ regional planning®s On the queséion of the autonomy
of the NE Council; Governor B.K,Nehru observed: "T@e '
independehce of4the Council from the Central Government
is symboliéed by the fact that its Chalrman is the
Governor of the North Eastern States and not a Minister of
the Central Covernment as is the case with the existing
Zonal Councils in various parts of the countryzzs "Unlike

-

27, Indira Gandhi - Ibid,p.6.

28, B.K.Nehru, Covernor of ASsam, Nagaland, Manipur,
Meghalaya and Tripura - tInaugural Address'-
Asgssam PoJgScilence Association, 11,1,1973, North

Eastern Council <opscits
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the Zonal Councils, the North Eastern Council has

monetary resources and manpower at fts command,® 29

waever, not all the participaﬁts share this view
of the role and independence of the NE Council, The
Chief Minister of Tripura, Mr,Nripen Chakravarty expressed
hisiopihion that fthe North-Eastern Council as it existed
had little réle to play in the development of Tripura
and the adjoiring Assam, Meghalaya, Arunéchal Pradesh,
Mizoram, Nagaland and I&anipur".fi(} Mrs.Rano M,Shaiza,
M.F.from Nagaland said: ®a seﬁarate Ministry at the Centre
for the North—East‘wauld‘he @ble to do much more than
the North-Eastern Council &s it would have easy access to
the various Central Financial Agenciest 31 The Chief
Minister of Manipur Mr,Yangamsso Shaiza also does not seem
to ba too pleased with the functioning of North Eastern
Council.® As ragards Norih-Eastern Council, Plans and
schemesvéannot be executed for want of allotment of fund
in tine, The G?uncil\takes time for arrangement in its

sitting, Sometimes allotment of fund for development works

29, Ibid.
30. .Statesman et 16"978.

31. Hrs,Rano M.Shaiza ~ Ura Mail, 31.5.78,
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| envisage disproportion for one State to another,
Unnecessary enthusiasm is to be taken by the State if
more fund is to be obtainedm.32

~

The North Eastern Council is facing some deep
trouble regarding its structure and functions, .The
Chief Ministers of the\tive_units'had an informal meeting
in Délhi on 23 August,1978, It was decided that the North
Eastern cohncil should be,ehaired by either a Central
Minister or by themselves in rotation, not by the
‘Governor, They were not in favour of a common Governor
for all NE States and asked £he Centre for a separate
Governor for each state.33 The Chief Minister of Assam
{the largest of the units) even questioned the justi.
fication for the very existence of the Council, According
to him the Council had fashioned itself 'in the image
of a minieplanning commission or smaller edition of
variaus.mihistries of the Covernment of India and {was)
adopting on athoritarian attitude in sanctioning scheméé'
for the development of the states in the region.3k The
Chief Ministers decided to téke preventive measures® so -

-

32, Interview With Mr.'!angmaso Sha;za, g.M.Manipur.
Y

33. Eﬁﬂ&ﬁﬁmén¢ 25.8«76

34, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol.XIII,
No.36 Sept. , 1978, p.1530,
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that the Northe=Eastern Council strictly remains an
advisory body. They also decided to recommend to the
Home Ministry the amendment of the North Eastern Council
Act which gives it mandatory powers to review public
order and security in the region,35 .

These'developments show that all the Chief
Ministers of the North-Eastern States are not ;atisfied
with ﬁhe working of the NofthpEastern Council, When
the Council was created an agsurance was givgn that "4t
is not an extension of the Central Government, It 1s an
advisory and not supervisory body*:36 But the views
expressed of all Ghef Ministers of the five units seems
to show that the North-Bastern Council is functioning as
the Centrets managing agent in the region., For example,
the Council has extensive powers relating to the mainte-
nance of law and order in the member states,

One criticism is that the Council has very much
grown into a virtual super state as it thas on it represen=
tatives of the Union Ministries of Home and Defence. In
this connection reports of the Union Home Ministry for the
years 197576 have been cited:

35. Iimes of India, 3.9.78.

36, gfogomfe_apd Pdditical Weekly, op.cit,
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Substantial administrative and financial powers

have already been delegated by this Ministry to
NEC Secretariat, The question of further dele~
pation of powers is under consideration.37

More administrative and financial powers have been
delegated to the NEC Secretariat:’ (Report of the
Union Home Ministry, 1976=77)386 .

This has been taken to mean that through the North
Eastérn Oouncil,'the Centre is interfering in the little
powers the States enjoyeds a

In spite of all these critisms %t may be pointed
out that the northéeastern region being a very sensitive
border area needs 'co-ordination! of developmental
activities, The North-Eastern Council offers the model
~ of a new type of sub-federalism in the way of conflict and
consensus, The Council is not an assurance of stablity,

‘ The stability is ensured by the Union Government'!s

~ power eapeciall} in relation to Defence and Finance,
fnd too much control by the Centre over the region may
also be the cause of instabilityq'.

37. JIbid,
38 Ibidg
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MANIPUR AND CENTRE~STATE RELATIONS

According to K.C. Wheare Bwhat is necessairy for
the federal principle is not mereiy that the general govern-
ment like the fegional governments, should épérate directly
upon the people, but further, that each governmentlshould
be limited to its own sphere and, within that sphere, should
be independent of the other?l The Constitution of the
Republic of India which came into force on January 26, 1950
has federal features, But the creation of Pakistan and
the integration of Princejly States in the new body politic
fcleared the decks for the inauguration of a centre-oriented
foderal union which was always the aim of the Indian
National Congressi? K,C, Wheare describes the Indian
Constitition as qﬁasi—federal.? - The Indian Constitution,
wrote Panikkar, "is federale-----<but it is heavlly weighted
in favour of the Centrel'4 We shall examine in this chapter
the problems in the f1eld of relations between the Centre
and Manipur, |

A, MOVEMENT FOR STATEHOOD IN MANIPUR

Demand for responsible government in Manipur
The demand for Statehood in Manipur is somewhat

l, Wheare, K,C, =« Federal Government - London
Oxford’University Press, 1971, p.i4. ’

2, Griffiths, Percival- Modern India, London
. Ernest Bean Limited, . PedYe
3.Wheare, Ki CO - OEQCitt‘p,é7.
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different from simiiar démanda in other parts of India,
In the case of Mahipur, it is the question of the revival
of the fully democratic and responsible form of govern-
ment which was introduced in 1948, and was unfortunately
abolished under Art.7 of the 1949 Metger Agreement, As
one representation puts it: "Since the State of Manipur
was integrated to the Gentre; a gloomy phase of life.
heralded because of the continued deprivation of the.
legitimate political and civic rights of the people. The
: diésolution of the popularly elected legislative assembly
with the responsible Ministry and the forced imposition of
| the unsuited autocratic rule of the Chief Commissioner re-
‘sulted to the persistént rise of irresistible feelings of
.discontent and frqsﬁrqpiqn in every nook and corner of the
Statel!d It can be said that since the day of the mergerd
of Manipur with the Indian Union, the people of Manipur
had been demanding rastoration of responsible government
in Manipur. On the day of the merger the Socialist Party
of Manipur organised a public meeting at Bir Tikendrgjit
Park pfotesting against the merger; when Manipur was
placed as & part C State, almost all the political pérties

Con‘bd [E W}

ll-. Ranikkar Ma, )
. London, &eorge '

5. Memorandum submitted by the Maniggr Ybugh
Demand Gommittee to the President of Ind
fgr the restoration of responsible poverne
- ment in Manipur, 1960, . ' ¥
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in Manipur rosc against it. At the time of the introe
duction of the mﬁmry Council 4n Hanipur, I.Ps bolong.
ing to Uanipur, Tripure and Kutch snd some opposition
leadors sent g memorandum to the Jovernment of India
| pleading for the introduction of & Legislativo 'Anasmbzy
rather than the Advisory Council in these part € States,
The Tripura Communist H.Ps Daearath Birendutt and V,P,
Rarayon sent up & bill to tho Parlicment for establiche
mont of the Logislative Assombly 4n Manipur, Tripura and
Kutch. The CPI, Hanipur State Committoe also supported
the bill in its meoting held on 7,849 September, 1953
and demanded that from 1953,
the Legislative Assembly should be given to t%nipurﬁ
mm Rishang Keishing, an .P. from Henipur domanded, 4in
Parliament, democratic govermment for the Part C States,
Ho argucd that the people of all types of states ghould
enjoy equal rights and status and sald that the Advisory
Council @%n by the Coveornment was most undemoeratic
and reactionary, which oven the ImpePialist Pouwor had
not edopted,? then Nohru visitoed Hanipur in 1952, papers
were submitted to him asking for the introduction of a
Legiolative Assembly, by the Sociaelist Party of Hanipur,
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the Tangkhulong, the Paite.Union, the Manipur Zelerpng
| Union, the Hind Kisan Panchayat, the Kuki National Asso-
ciation, the Praje Nationalist Party, the Achumba Pamba
Congress, the Young Socialist League and the Mizo Union,8
Shri Lalitémodhob Sharma,'?resident of the Manipur State
Congress, also submitted a memorandum to Prime Minister
Nehru in which he said ﬁhatvthe Congress "was afraid that
until and unless the administration was adequately demoe
cratised, the people would not be satisfied. They were
also of the qpiﬁion that the Council of Advisors should
be an interim step towards a democratic set up in the
§tate, which , it was believed, would come into existence
soon,? The Democratic Front saids |
Our immediate demand 38 the establishment of responsible
overnment in Manipur by setting ugaa Council of
inigters responsible to the Legislature elected on
adult franchise., Because, without the representation
of the people and their willing cowoperation, a govern
ment cannot be run peacefully and to the entire satise
faction of the people., During the years of Chief
Commissioner's Rule in Manipur, we have seen wrost
things which never happened during the British Rule,
The economic crisis and food scareity are to a large

extent due to the lack of local and popular represeni-
ative in the machinery of the government of Manipur,l10

8. Ngasi - 24.10.52

9. Congress Bhavan= Memorandum submitted to the
??T%§ﬁ§?ﬁ§3terpof India by the President,Manipur

State Congress = 20.10,52, Jmphal, 1952,
10'-§n3ga 5 gﬁfg gﬁr ﬁgra 3%n§§ gecy' Semocratgc
) o - ) *

Front, Menipur, 23.10.52, imphal, 1952,
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4 stfong United Front consisting of the opposition
parties was considered essential for the éommon demand
fof Législative Assembly. A strong democratic front
(lefﬁist) would bring the right'of'sélf determination
in'Manipur.ll The Manipur Revolutionary Party»took the
extreme étep demanding that a Legislative Assembly
ghould be established within 15 days.12 Tne deménd for
a Legiélative Assembly was strengthened by the failure
of the Manipur State Congress pledges that they would
bring stability and responaible goverﬁment after the
dissolution of the LegislatiVe(AsseMbly estébli3hed in
1948,

~ 25th June, 1954 had been observed as the Assembly
Day by the PSP of Manipur. A movement for responsible
government was organised in 195h51ed'by the Socialist
Party of Manipur, Satyagraha was also launched for this
cause and a large mumber, of people were arrasted in
connection with the movement, The Satyagraha lasted about
six months. A statement issued by thé PSP forking |
Committee read as follows: | )

11, Khul - 22,8,1953,

12, i of 1 ipur Revolutionar¥ Party
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Politically Manipuris weére not free and demoeratically
they lost their birth rights as the lLegislative Assembly
introduced after the Election of 1948 was dissolved, For
the establishment of & responsible government in Manipur
elected on the basis of Universal Franchise, the Pparty is

- going to agitate and the party requegts the people of
Manipur to extend full co-operation,i3
The Socialist Leader Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia came to

Manipur and he was to speak'at a Publﬁc Meeting at Bir
Tikendrajit Park, Imphal. The‘caverﬁhent'promulgated |
section 144 4in the Park and the adﬁoining areas, A large
nu@bei of people, defying the order turned up for the
meeting, pr, Lohia, L. Achou Singh and Th. Ghandrasekhar
Singh (Socialist leaders in’Ménipur) were arrested and

1mprisoneds The Congress also decided to support the

' agitation in 1ts Political Conference held at Raja Dumbra

on 16 and 14 August; 1954, The Party sent a deputation
consisting of Shri Lalitamadhob Sharme, Shri Jugeswar Singh
and Shri Tompok Singh to meet the Prime Minister and
reach a solution, On thelr meeting, the Prime ﬁinister

“suggested that the report of the States Re-organisation

Commission would be published in 1955 and insisted that
they wait till then,lb

Statement issued by the PSP Working Committee,
54 404 95&" phal, 1954.

14, Prajatantra = 21.8.1954.
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Mr.. Rishang Keishing, M.P.. Said::
There is no reason why the people of Manipur
should wait for the publication of the Commisgsion -
report, as advised by our Prime Minister, and remain
deprived of the democratic rights enjoyed by the
people of the rest of India and, suffer humiliation

at the hands of the bureaueratic regime of Chief
Commissioner and Council of Advisors in this way,15

He also said that the hill organisations and

- the hill people also resented very much the abolition of
the Legislative Assembly and they had been protesting
all along these years against the regime'of.the'ﬁhief
Commissioner and the Council of Advisors in their
own way,16 The PSP decided to launch the movement from
November 1954 if the Central Government did not make
a declaration before the end of September 1954 fulfilling
their demands.,. The Central Government ﬁas duly informed
but gave no reply.. The party also sent a deputation to
New Delhi and met the Home Minister, Dr.K.N.Katju and
Anformed him that the people'’s pa&ience had been
exhéusted and the irresponsible and irresponsive Chief
Commigsionerts rule could not.be tolerated even for a

single day and urged the govermment to fulfill the

15, Statement,. .of Rishang Keishing, M, P.-'
: *Present BoUfidary' = 6, 12, 195&, Imphal.

16, Ibid.

\
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democratic aspiration of the people by restoring responsible
government in Manipur.1? fhere was complete hartal of the
Bazar on 15 Nov. 1954s - All the Colleges of Imphal observed
a general strike on 20 Nov.1954. There were processions
shouting slcgans for the réstoratibn of responsible
gpverﬁment.in.Manipur. The.GoVergmqnt,adopted every possible
measﬁfes to suppress the movementy The actions of the .
police against the'satyagrahis was strongly condermed by
every seétion of the pepuiation. The Manipur Bar Association
demanded judiciai enquiry into the allgged police exfesses, 18

A United Front Organising Committee ﬁas formed,
Later it was converted into the United Assembly Demand
Committee under the chairmanship of Th.,Meghachandra Singh.
The PSP Convention expressed its deep dissatisfaction to
the Government of India for the imposition of a purely
bureaucratic regime directly under the Central Govérnment.19‘

9th Januafy, 1955 was observed as 'Manipur Satyagrah Day?,

It was observed in different places.of India such as Bombay,

17. PSP « tFacts about Manipur Sat aha' -
Ancuba Samaj, 15,12, 5k.p, yagr

18. Reso&ution of the Bar Association- Secretariat
Bar Association, Imphal 26,12, 54,

19, tThe Present Movement in Manipur?!, Janata
5.12,1954,
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.Poona, Calcutta, and Gauhati, ‘Shri'L.Jugeswar Singh“
(Congress M.P,) said in the Lok Sabha on 19th January 1955,
"if the establishment.of a responsible government is |

qélayed or the Commission had decided otherwise and if their
demands were not granted, who knows that this lull is a lull

before the stormn,20

-~

All'the Hill Organisations and hill people of
Manipur,'who:constituted one=third of the total populétion'
of the state, also submitted a memorandum to the Prime
Minister demanding responsible government for Manipur.21 |
The agitation was also supported by PSP leaders like
Dr,Ram Manohar Lohia and Smt.Kripalani who came to Imphal
on 10th April 1955,22 fhe problem continued to be ignored
by the Central CGovernment, The issue was not merely;a '
regional one, It posed a fundamental question.23 The
agibétian continued for six months and ended with ghe
pnblicatign of the sgc répdrt; . The result of the agitation
was the 7thiamendment to the Constitution of India |
permitting the creatién of a legislature in Eanipur by the
passing of FTerritorial gouncils Aét,.issé.

20. Ngas.i-. .l 21010;9550
21

[

SP = ¥Pac apout Manipur Sat ahat =
guba Sanas-16015, 19558 yagraha

22, Manabg « Decem, 1971 - p.l1l,
23, Hindugtan Standard - 14.4.1955,
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The people of Manigur Qére not satisfied with the
Perritorial Council. $So the movement for the resteration
of responsible government led by the Socialist Party was
~ resumed on the 1lth April, 1960.2k Before the movement
several memorandums were subhitted to the Union government
at New Delhi and a deputation waited upon the President,
the Home Minister and the Prime Minister in the first week
of April, 1660 &o apprise them of the situation in Manipﬁr.
In the early part of 1960 an Assembly Demand Co»oﬁdinat;on
Committee was formed at-a:Political Conference in Imphal.
to direct and guide the movement, It consisted of represen
t&ti?es of (1) The éémduk&a Socialist Party (41) The ?raja
Socialist ?arty, and (1i1) ?he Communist Party of India,
"The Home Hiniste2>and the.Prime Minister were adament and
‘expreseed their unwillingness to concede to our,deﬁand,

All the methods for brinéing about a peaceful settlement
failed, ard there was no other aiternative for the Committee
than resorting to a peaceful and a non~violent aatyégraha
movement for the restoration‘cf respongible government in
Manfpur?25 To mobilise the youtﬁ and studeats of Manipur

a Youth Assembly Demand Committee was fofmed on léth

April 1960,26 4 Women's Assembly Demand Committee was also

24, Assembly Demand Co-ordination Committee-“?pz
. [ &960 P 4

Bgfponglble_quernment for Manipur? Impha
Pedle

25' Ibid - pogo
26, Ib,‘ id = PoBo
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formed, There was_peaceful picketing of courts and
government offices and a civil disobedience campaign was
launched by the Comﬁittee. SeVere_lathisbcharges,vtear
gasing and firing were resorted to by the Police. *Civil!
Resistance Day was observed on 16th May 1960 by a mass
difiance of section'lhh, Several leaders and more than

500 persons were arrested in‘coﬁnection with the movement
so far, The chargesheet submitted to the Union Government
against the Manipur Administration contains serious
complaints of the people, specially, the problem of de-
Manipurisation of key posts in the civil service, of the

- rising prices of rice and famine:eonditions prevailing in
Maniﬁur, of the corruption, wastage and non-implementation
of Ylan schemes in vafious departments, of the Naga troﬁble
on Manipur borders and of a host of lépses on the part of
'the‘Manipur Administration, "All these problems can bé
solved effectzvoly by a popular and democratic government
and not by a Chief Commissioner and his bureaucratic machinégj
The real and lasting sclution would lis in the establishment
of responsible government in M%nipurc The denial of
fundamental civil and political right of self-government

in Manipir is a challenge and the people are prepared to
accept it in that spiritl'27 The demand for the conversion

27. Ibid - Ds ll; l L




of Manipur Territorial Council into a Legislative Assembly

‘was also discussed in the Territorial Council, A resoliition
to that effect was passed on 23.2.60 at its 30th session;28
(1) In order to bring up Manipur to a Statehood,
the government of India should amend the
Constitution of India. '
(2) In order to safe ard the oneness of the hills

snd the valley of Manipur a strong form of
administration agreed upon be introduced,

A Legislative Assembly in Manipur be established
(3) sim&%tgneously with tge ensuing general election,

(L)As a sure step for establishing a Legislative
Assembly in Manipur more powers be given to the

Manipur Territorial Council before the general
election takes place,

Although the Gevernment of India had made slight

changes in the administration of Manipur, the demand of the
people of Manipur for a responsible form of government, had -
not yet been granted on account of the scanty financial
resources, small population and the size of the territory,
The Union Home Minister in his statement in the Lok Sabha
on 26, 4,60 said that the annual revenue was only Rs.35

lakhs and annual expenditure for Manipur was more than Rs.5
crores, and that Parliament would not, have any sympathy or

support Gpwards the movement.29 The argument of the Assembly

28. W%WMM
' VOl. 9b 2 .96 wle 06

29. A.D.C.Go "‘OEQCi@ - pblzolBo ‘

i
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Demand Co~ordination Committee was that no state in the

Union cgn survive without loans and grants from the Centre,
and economiec viability is hardly a convincing argument against
autonomy or statehood or responsible government,

In response to this popular movement, some powers,
including law making poﬁers, ﬁere'transferr&d to the Terrie
torial Council by the Central Government in 1961, By the
1ith Amendment Act, 1962, Article~239A was inserted to the
Constitution of India, granting a Legislative Assembly to

Manipur consisting of 30 elected and 2 nominated members.

In March 1968 the All Manipur Statehood Demand

Conference was held at Imphal and it stressed the need for
granting Statehood to Manipur, The demand was, strengthened
by the granting of Statehood to Nagaland in 1962, having
lesser economic resources and population, 'The gneighbouring
State Nagaland has become the 1l6th full fledged state in
India. But in comparison of the two states our Manipur is
not inferior to Nagaland in many respects. But the statehood
éf Ménipur had been deprived by the Government of India'30
One leader said, "We feel very much about thé step-mortherly
attitude towards Manipur!3l t#ye have nof right to cast our

C. Y. Yome Sinpgh, Procsedings of the Manimar
30 e T S e L e e .

vol,xxxvill, Jlmphal, 1957, p.l4l.

31, Th, Chandrasekhar Singh, Ibid - p.148.
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vote in the Presidential election, We are in the grade
of 2nd class citizen. It is our crying need to have full-
fledged statel3 | | .

In 1968, the Congress, the S,3.P., the C,P.IQ, the
C.P,M. and the P,S.P. staged dewonstrations during the
visit of Shri Y.E. Chavan, the then Union Home Minister
and the other Central Minis’ters and urged the Central
Leaders to grant full-fledged statehood for 1\716111:1;3\1:!:333
In November 1968 a Congrass Delegati*an vent to New Delhi
and they were told that it was not the opportune time
to raise the jssue as the entire region was politically
unstable,3% In October 1969, five political parties
viz, the 5.5.P., the C.P.I., the C.P.M,, the M.P.P. and
the P.S.P. formed the United Action Committee and stagrted
a vigorous campaign for achieving statehood, An All Parties
Statehood Demand Co~ordinating Body was constituted by the
Congress Party and the five constitutent umits of the
United Action Committee. On §th May 1970, an A1l Party
Parliémentary Delegation visited Manipur and 2 big rally
was held at Imphal under the auspicious of the All Parties

a

32 Ry hghau Sing 105828205 - e eke oz o s
33. L. Achou Singh "The case of Manipur® 1970,p. k.
34, Toid.
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Statehood Demand Co<ordinating Body. A Memorandum declared,
#The spontanity and aaanimity among all sections of the

people in this movement have reached their peak#35

- After their return to New Delhi, théy submitted a
memorandum to the Prime Minister and the»ﬂbme Minister
urging upon the Union Covernment to grant Statehood to
Manipur before it was too late, In order to pacify the
people, the Centre upgraded the post of the Administrator
from the Chief Commissioner to the Lientenant Governor and
empowered him to take decisions on the spot without frequent
reference to the Centre. This could not satisfy the people
of Manipur who had been agitating fér a fullefledged
Statehood for a number of years. The movement became
very strong after the announcement of Statehood for Himachal
Pradesh on 3lst July, 1970.  _‘The Imdependence Day, 1970
were boycotted by the APSDCB. It also organised & Givil
Disobedience movement from 17th August, 1970. |

Afted a long struggle far about 22 years, the
Governuent of India accepted the demand for statehood. The

Prime Minister, Smt, Indira Gandhi made an announcement

35, Memorandum submitted to the Honourable Members

of FPariiament visiting Manipur on 9th May,197
by 8.5,3.0, CeB.-Manipur, Jophal, 1070, Peie
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to this effect in the Lék Sabha on 3,9,1970, Thevmgvement

launched by various political parties for statehood was
called off at once, The bill for conferring Statehood to
Maniﬁur was introduced in Parliament on 9,12‘1971, The
President of India gave his assent on 21,1,1972 after being
passed by both the Houses of Parliement. The Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi formally inaugurated the State on the same day.

‘B, FINANCIAL RELATICNS

One of the most important area of relations between
the Centre and the states in a federal government is in the
financial sphere, In India the State Governinénts derive
their revenue from four distinct sources, viz,, State tax
revenve, State non-tax revenus, Share of Central taxes and
grants and contributions from the Centre,Different geow
graphical conditions coupled with various other factors
account for differing proportions of tax refenue % other
caiegories of revenue in diffeorent states. A state governhe
ment can inérease or decrease the tax revenue and non-tax
revenue of its state according to the need, whereas it cannot
do so in the case of other two sources, viz,, sharc in
Central taxes and grants and cant?ibutions from the Centre,
"The distribution of Central taxes ané grants to the States
is made by tiwe Uentral Gévernment-according to cert&in set
of principles based or the criteria of population, per

capita income of the states and stage of economic development
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cbtaining in ﬁarious étaﬁes etc936
In 1950 after the merger of‘Ménipur into the Indian

Union, the entire range of financial powers were exercised
by the Central Governmént through the Chief Commigsioner of
Manipur, In accordnace with order No. 18 dated 18th January
1950 of the Chief Commissioner of Manipur, a Deputy
Comnissioner would be in charge for the collection of revenue
for the whole of Manipur takén as one 2illa, 37 Acccrding l
to Section 42 of the Government of Part C States Act, 1951
the Centre was the sole authority in financial mattors of
the state., "The salaries and allowances of the Advisers of the
Advisory Ceouncil shall be such as the President may by
General or gpecial order determine¥33 The following classes
of cases shall be submitted to the Chief Commissioner after
considerations by the Adviser in-charge and before the -issue
of orders:

(1) ggoggga%s involving the impositioﬁ of any tax

ermanent remissicn or reduction of the
an existing source of revenue;

6, Deptt. ¢ atisti ] . -
36, Deptt: of 3tabigtics (ovt. of Manjgue) 7 Ay hal,
Peds

37, Govt., of Manipur- Mani,ar Gagette Extra-ordinarye
No, 25.E-9,Feb.k, IG50, imphal,

38, Covt, of Manipur « lanipu Grehhamll 3w M ;
SFEa 0 RN R AR Sty 2eds gl sty

1953.
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(2) all proposals which will, either immediately
or by their repercussions affect the finances

o

of the State or which in particular;

(3} (a) involve any zrant . of land or &ssigament
of 'revenue or coficession, grant, leasg, or
licenceo of mineral or forest righits cr a

- right to water power or any easement for
privilege in respect of such concessionjor
{b) in any way involve any relinquishment of
revenue;

L

11 reports of the Accountant General,issam
) Y Off%ger gubordinate to him relatiné to

the accounts of the State,39

In 1956 the Central Government, by passing the
Territorial Councils Act, 1956, delegated to the Territorial
Council the power to levy certain ﬁaxes. They are {a} Taxes
on Profesaions, trades, cellings and employment, and (b} tells
on bridges constructed or maintained at the cost of the
Territerial Council, Income from Property owned by or
assigned to the Territorial Council shall accrue whelly to
that Council, The Central Government may p&ay to the
Territorial Council sums eguivalent to the proceeds of the
following taxes attributable te the areg or areas within
the jurisdiction of that Council, 0

(8) the net proceeds of the entdrdainment tax
including any theatre or show tax;

39. Govt, of Manipur - Hanipur Gagette - 1953_
Bio.12. 27th May, 1953, Impnal,

¢, 1956, Section 36.
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{v) such percentage of the net proceeds of
land revemue net exceeding ten as may be
prescribed by the Ceniral Government;

éc the grcceeds of the taxes levied on
oter vc 1

£ th xe8 L
$§&e§’§n?° a@rgﬁgch mgy bgeigc grceego%dthe

taxation of passengers and goods or fares
and freights and the net proceeds of any
terminal tex on goods or passengers carried
bg road, railways, inland waterways or by
air,

The Central Governnent msy, subject to such
conditions, if any, as it may impose, mske such grant
or grants to the Territorial Council as it thinks fig,h
The Central Governmenit acts as the final authority for
abolishing or reducing fny tax imposed under Section 33,
The Territoril Couticil mey, with the previous approval
of the Central Government, by notification in the official
Gazette, remit or reduce any tax or fee or exempt any
persons or élass of persons or any description of property,
wholly‘or in any Part, from liability to any tax or fee
and cancel any such remission, reduction or exemption,4?
The Territorial Council may with the previous approval of
the Central Government borrow on the security of any property
belonging to the Council such sums as may be necessary for

any of the pursoses of this Act,43

41, Ibid, Section 37,
42, Ibld, Section ki,
L3. Ihid, Section 46,
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Tae budgets passed by the Territorlal Council was
'subject to the restrictions imposed by the Centre in the
person of the Administrator of the 3tate., VWhile replying
to a guestion put by Rlighang, Keishing, mewmber of the
Territorial Council on the floor of the House, the Chalrman
said thét, - "though theA1958~59 Council budget was for about
57 lakhs, the Adminis$rator had imposed a restriction to
the effect that the expenditure during 1958.59 should be
limited to 41 lakhsisl That means the Administrator can
amend the budget passed by tihe Councili: But the Council
after coansidering the amendments of the Administrator nay
or may nrot accept the amendments in the budget.

Evéry year the»badget of the Council depended on
granis from the Central Government. .The amount of grants
fron the Central Government was muich gredter than what the
State ﬁay~be entitled to in terms of percentage of the
performance, b5 To include provisions in the final budges
of the Council ;n excess of the total approved by %he Govérn~
ment of India’would.be meaningless as it would not be

possihle for the Council to obtain the required additiomal

orial Council

k5., Chairman {MTC) - Proceedings of the 33rd Session
%% the Manipur Territorial Gouncii - 6,3, 1961,

ism-gl




funds, 0 And the previous approval of the Administrator

is required if the Council wants to ingrease the deficit

between. its own income and expenditure,h7

In 1963 when the Legislative Ass bly was granted
to Manipur, the sunual finsnclal statement or the budget
had to be r@guléted in accordance with Sections 27 and 28
of the Union Territories Act, 1963, Tha budget prepared by
the Covernment of the 5tate had %o be submitted to the
Government ¢f India for obtaining the appreval of the
President under 3Sect, 27{(1) of the Act. b8  From 1963 to
1969 thers was a wide gap betwsen the income and ezponditure
* 4n the State budgeta' The gap was &lways filled up by grante-
in=2id and lcanf»; from the Covernment of India,
With the attainment of Statehood, the State had
for the first time a2 balenced budget in 1973. This wae
because the State was eligible to & share in the Gentrai
taxes éﬁd duties, higher leans frowm the lentrg, certain»

adjustments between the Centrihl &énd the State Govermment,

L6, DM, Dev Sharmz (Member MTC) - Proceedings of
ghe &2nd 3ession of the Manipur Territorial
Council - Ak 3.1063,

47. Ibid, Annexure - A,

48, figpo;

28

nipur Lepdslative Asgembly
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grant-in-2id from the Centre and the like ¥? The process

of a planned sconomy was-intrcduced with the launching of
‘the First Five Year Plan and thereafter‘the subsequent plans,
Prior to the Fourth Flan, the outlays on development in
Manipur were quite meagre as can be seen from the‘fbllowing

table.50

Five Year Plan Outlays and Expenditures (%s. in crores)

Plan Plan Cutlays Actuasl Expenditure
lst Plan Ll 55 1003 .

2nd Plan - 6,25 5.97

3rd Plan 12.88 12,81

Lth Plan 32,72 (actual) 32,65(1ikely)

The main objectives of the State's Fifth Five Year
Plan were:

(a) To build up infrastructure in the field of
Communications, skills, Fower and irrigation;

{b) Stabiliging economy particularly in the agri-
cultural sector;

(c)'Centrol of Jhooming;
(d) Utilisation of Natural resources;

{e) Crecating employment ste,

49, Assembly Proceedings, Vol, ZIXJ-Third Session =
1973, K%nexure—B, %ﬁphal. .

50, Govt. of Manipur (Planning Deptt.)- = =
Fifth Five Year Plan-1974-79, Imphal, p.8.
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Keeping these objectives in view, ﬁroérammes have

- been formulated. In the formulation of Programmes, the
guiding principle has been that whatever is physically
practicable should be made financially possible and the
potential of each area should be developed to the utmost
extent without inhibition far financial constraints, The
Plan outlay of the Fifth Five Year Plan is Rs, 92,86 crores
(Tentativé).51

There are also schemes proposed by the sitite for
being carried out in the Qentral Sector, It includes
. programmes prepesed to be financ#ad out of the funds
available with the various agencies in the Central Sector
1ike North Eastern Council, Public Sector uhdertéking,
Border Roads Organisation, Government of  India Departments
etc, They are construction of railwaysff Improvement and
construction of roads, Power, Industrial Agriculture, Forest,
Medical education, Public Health etec.

Still the State Government is dependent upon the
Central Government in financial matters., Asked about the
question of reﬁiewing Centre-State financial relatiohs,
the present Chief Minister Yaugmaso Shaiza said:

1For small states like Maniggr which are totall
dependent upon the Centre financially, the exisging

relationship i1s the best., Increase in the State!s
share of taxes with a corresponding decrease in the

1. Govt, of Manipur (Statistics Deptt,) =- \
2 Statlstical Hand éook of Manipug. 1575,
Impha 3 PeOs -
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Centre's share will only mean that the bigger stateg:
will claim more share of the taxes, Correspondingly
the share of the smaller states will get lessened, In
that eventuality the smaller states will be seriously
handicapped because they wi}l not be.ablg 20 bank on
the Centre to make up for the shortfallf 5 ‘

The ability of thé State to mobilise the financial
resources depends basically on its level of economic develop-
ment. Buf in our Goﬁntry the level of economic development
df State has been far from uniform, on account of histerical
and accidental factors., Furthermore, the allocatioﬂ of
financial resources under the Constitution is such that the
States are left mostly with inelastic sources of revenue.53
In a less developed States like Manipur adequate financial
resources are necessary in order to'exploit the abundant
natural resources to the extent desirable. The State is
faced with a low level of development énd 1nelqsticity of
finances, with the result that the development potentialities
-stiil remain largely untapped, ‘

The State suffers from‘certéin basic difficulties.
These are: ° |

{a) Law and order situation,

(b) Extreme backwardness of the hill areas necessisating
. huge investments in infrastructures,

52. Quoted from Resistance - 27.6.}978.
53. Govt. of Manipur (Planning Dept.), gp.cit. p.78.
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{c) Impfovement_of the general administrative
- Services both in the Secretariat and district -
levels, = o '

(d) Improvement of the Service Conditions of its
employees which are much below the standard
of neighbouring states, - v

Increa éd Dearness_Allowances in view of the
(e) Veryeh‘gh cgst-of living,

‘The entire plan of the State will, therefore, have
to be financed through Central assistance. The pattern of
assistance must be flexible and liberal in the context that
a major part of the State's plan will be towards building
up of an infrastructure. The Central assistance may come
by way of grants or leems. It wili be only through '
such measures that the state can be prepared to meet on
its own the developmental requirements in the future,

- In a Conference on Sept. 12, 1978, at Gauhati the
Chief Minis ter of north-eastern States deicided to evolve
a common apﬁreéch for retaining ﬁhe "special status"
enjoyed by the States cutside'thé Gadgil formula adopted
by the Union Government in respect of distribution of
Central assistance for planned development. The Chief
Ministers.discuSSed the question of Centre-State financial
relations specially concerning the north-eastefAstates
in theAlight of the déliberations of the Committee appointéd
by the_National Development Council, .Invthe cage of north-

eastern states alongwith Jammu and Kashﬁif and Himachal'Prqdes
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the Centre applied special dispensaticn‘oﬁtside the,Gadgil
formula in distfibuting plan funds, The Chief Ministers
felt that even if a chéngg ar revigion was made to the
formula aé it is now reviewed by a small'working group of
the Committees, the special status enjoyed Sy north-eastern

states must not be disturbed,

The Chief Ministers in the Conference also decided
to mo#e the Union Government that the expenditure on
centrally spomsered and central sector schemes shouid be
fully borne by the Centre and their loan components should
be reduced, if not altogether abolished. The Chief Minister
of Nagaland suggested that for the 279 centrally sponsored
and central sector schemes in this regioﬁ, the Centre_should

bear the expenses,k

All of them emphasised the need for a concerted

movevfor evolving a special formula for the north.egstern

states in view of the peculiar conditions confronted by them,

C. CONSTITUTTONAL STATUS OF MANIRBURI LANGUAGE

- Manipuri or Meiteil language is the only medium of
communication among the different tribes of Manipur. About
2,00,000 out of the total tribal population of about
3,50,000 in the State speak and understand Manipuri. "This

5k. Zimes of Indla - 13.9.1978.
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languége is understood and spoken by all the members of

the Manipur Legislative Assembly irrespective of whether
they belong to hill and valley to express their views!55
Thus Manipuri or Meitei language is the lingua franca of
Manipur State,

| The language was used as the official language and
court language of the State Qhen Manipur was under British
Superintendency from 1891 to 1907;‘£he Parawanas, or{
notifications issued by the Political Agent and Superine
tendent of‘the State were in Manipuri,56 Meithei, the
Official language of the State, is the only one of them

which possesses an alphabet and a literature! 57

Section 58 of the Manipur State Constitution Act,
1947, provided that the court language of the State shall
be Manipuri or‘English, In 1957 also the Territorial
Council unanimously resolved that the Official language
of the Territorial Council shall be Manipuri, 58 The-

language was also recognised as one of the Major Indian

+ N, Khelchandra Singh . W
55 St;atug and orta%e - f{ad

56. Ibid, p.2.4.
57. -
2
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Languages by the Sahit&a Akademi, New Delhi, According to
Dr, Suniti'Kumar Chatterjee, National Professor in Humanities
éhd Chairmen of the Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi, Manipuri or
Meithei is a highly advanced langmage of the Tibete«Bhpuan
family. "It is spoken by not even full one million people-
some of lakhs only but has quite an advanced literature,
worthy of having a place in the same like with those of
the advanced Aryan languagest 59

The demand for the inclusion of Manipuri language in
the VIII Schedule of the Indian Constitution waé raised for
the first time in the 35th Session of. the Manipur Territordal
Council. The following resolution was moved by ¥, Yaima
Singh (T.C. Member) and was seconded by M, Koireng Singh -

"Resolved that the Government of India be requested
to include Manipuri language in the list of Schedule VIII
of the Constitution of India, _The'Chairman of Manipur
Territorial Council be authorised to write to Government
of India about thisy 60

The resolution was passed unanimously, when

Legislative Assembly was granted to Manipur, the question

59. N. Khelchandra}Singh - E.cit., p;29§30
60 Bpeaediast Rfuiiea’2¥2801d8g,of the Mentpur
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was again raised in the third session bf ﬁhe Legislative
Assembly in 1966-67., The opposition member Th. Chandra-
sekhar Singh moved a Private Member Resolution regarding
the Manipuri lahguage on 4th Beb, 1966:

"Among the Indian nationals we are a small‘ggoug well
known to other Indians for our culture and ¢ivilizations,
We regret that the Government has not declared Manipuri
as a regional language. India is a vast country having
various languages, cultures etc, It will be very good
if Manipuri is added to the 14 langnages mentioned in the
8th Schedule of the constitutiony 61 ,

But the resolution was voted dawh by 13 votes against 3
supporters, The same resolution was passed unanimously on
2nd September, 1966, |

Supporting the resolution that Manipuri laﬁgpage
should be the official language of the State, Mr. M, Koireng
, singh and Th, Bira Singh said on the floor of the House on
.’9.6.1972: "The inclusion,of'Manipuri language in the VIII
schedule of the Indian Constitutioh will greatly depend
upon the status of the language in the state¥62 In 1977,
the then Chief Minister of Manipur, Shri R.K., Dorendra
Singh declared_that the Central Governgent w%ll be requested
to include Manipuri language in the VIII schedule of the

Indian Constitution. If the response is not favourable,

61. Roport of Proceedings - Manipur Lesislative
Assembly - Third Session = 1966-67-Vol, XXXI7J.
P hi, -

62, ésagmhla;§§gneedinﬁgb Official Report, Vol,IVe.
- Po 3, P20 .
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he Héclared himself ready for any movement.63 The -

Manipur Legislative Assembly passed a resolution urging

the Central Government % include the language in the

VIII Schedule., The speaker, Dr. L, Chandramani Singh

wrote to the then Home Minister of India Chaman Singh

on 6th April, 1977 to consider the matter, On 6th June,

1977, the Home Minister, Charan Singh sent his replys:

- In a strictly constitutional sense the VIII Schedule
as now becoge superfluous. The inclusion could give
no new benefit to the language, However our endeavour
is to use constructive methods for the preservation and
development of the Cultural and literary heritages of
languages not included in the VIII schedule and if you
and your colleagues would have any ggggesticns in this
direction, these will be welikomed, :

While discussing the repdy letter from the Home Minister

in the Legislative Assoembly of Manipur M, Meghachandra
Singh asked that if the VIII Schedule is superfluous, then
why is 1t still in the Comstitution? In spitie of the reply
given by the Home Minister, it has been decided by the
members of the Legislative Assembly to press the demand
again.65 Commenting on this matter, a local daily writes:

63. W - 28,4.1977,
64, Charan Singh = D.D, No. IV-14014/1/77-NID(E)

65. Prajataptra - 26,10,1977,
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"™r,. Charan Singh is not the first Home Minister of India
who refused the inclusion of Manipuri -I:gnguage 1{1 the Eight
Schedule of the Constitution, He differs from others only
in the promptness and bluntness of nis replyx'eé

Recently on 2% August, 1978, the 8tudents in Manipur
rascrted to violence demanding fulfilment of their demands,
like the inclusion of the Manipur language in the 8th
Schedule of the Indian Constitution,-

- The Manipur Sahitya ?arisha';i also organized a Pubdic
meeting at the Bir Tikendrajit park on 28 August, 1978
demanding the 4inclusion of Manipuri language in the 8th
Schedule of the Iﬁdian Constitution, Similar mectings were
also organized under the augpiecs of the Farishad in different
parts of Manipur and eveﬁ outside Manipur on that day.

Thus the inclusion of the Manipuri language in the
8th Schedule oi‘ the Indian Constitution is likely to become
an important political issue in the relationship between
the Government of India and Manipur,

66. Hesistance - 8.11,1977.



CHAPTER-. V

CONCLUSIORS

In the preceding chapters we noticed that during

the period under study (1950~1977) certain fundarental
changes took place in the process of political development
in Manipur, After the integration of Manipur into the
Indian Union, the State was placed as_f_ffff;fi§§ate"in the
Constitution of India, From 1950 to 1956, there was an
Advisory Council in Manipur, the members being nominated

by the Governmént of India. As such the peoples of Manipur
were denied the political rights which they enjoyed in 1948
and 1949 by having responsible goverﬁment under the Manipur
State Constitution Act, 1947. Due to dissatisfaction with
the political set up, the people demanded the restoratiop of
the Legislative Assembly set up after the 1948 elections,
They could not forget the taste of having a respoﬁsible
government, So the main issue from 1950 to 1962 in Manipur
politics was the demand for the restoraﬁion of resﬁonsible
government in Manipur, After 1962 ’ ihe Territoi*ial Council
oflManipur was converted into the Territorial_&ssémbly and the
ddministration of the State was conducted by the elected
representatives, But this could not satisfy the political
aspirations of the people, The political parties of Manipur
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launched mo#ements-aimed at bbtaining the grant of
statehood in.Manipur, All sections of the people, both
of the hills and the plains supported these movements which
culminated in the ‘declaration by the gbvernment of India
accepting the demand for statehood towards the end of 1971,
Manipur became a full=-fledged State of the Indian Unien on
21st January,1972.

After getting statehood, the main problems which
form the focal point in the polltical development of
Manipur have beente

{(a) Defections}

(b) Political mstabnuy,

{c) Helatlons between the peoples of the hills
the plains,

{d) Political influence of the underground Nagas .
of Nagaland especially, the conclusion of Shillong
Accord, 1975, bbtween the Government of India and
the underground Nagas; and
(e) The demand for an Independent Sovereign State
 of Manipur,
Of these the first two vizu.defections and political
instability are closely related., In the late 1950s and
early 1960s defections led to greater political stabiliity
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rather than‘instabilityﬁ. But from 1972 onwards, defection
plays a.significant'rolé in Manipur politics, leading to
political Snstabllity rather than stability, An attempt
has been made to analyse the caused of political instability
in Manipur, When contacted most of the members of the .
Legislative Assembly of Manipur replied that defections are
the causes of political instability but that they have
defected from one party to'another\accardipg to the desire
and wishes of the electorate,®¥ |

An interesting feature.éf Manipur politics is that as
soon as & new government is formed, most of the opposition
members stért defecting to the ruling party. This would
seem to mean that the M.L.As, and the electorate, want power
above everthing else, and they are constantly striving for
power, There may be reasons for this., It is generally
believed that if an ﬁ.L;A, from & particular constituency
belongs to the opposition, no developmental work can take .
place in that constituency. This mey be due to the lack of
political consciousness in both the representatives as well

as the people of Manipur., M.L.As also after defeat for

# See chapter - II, E,
®# For further details see chap, = II.E.
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personal benefit such &s monetary gain. Political instability

may thus in turn be the cause of defectionss

Another feature in the political developmeat of
Manipur is that the State is easily influenced by national
or Central politics, It is believed by many that Manipur
cannot have a government opposed to the ruling party in the
Centre, This seems to be born out by what happened in
1972 and 1974, when the Manipur Peoples! Party Coverament
was topp}ede In 1977 also at the time of the formation of
the Janata Government in the country Manipur had a congress
government having an absolute majority in the House, But
within 3 months, most of th; MLAs defected to thé newdly
formed Janata Party and Manipur was the first State in India
to have a Janata Govérnment without an élection.'

Frior to 1947, basically, Manipur had a semi feudal
society, The Meitei King was able to keep under his control
all the tribal chiefs in the hills:k This political tradition
of the past is playling & very active role evén in the
politics of to-day. The educated young peoples from the hills
feel that their forefathers were exploited by the Meiteils,
They no longer want}tha domination of the Meiteds in the
social and political life of Manipur. This becomes apparent

when the Legislative Assembly of Manipur repeatedly discusses
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the question of the Manipurl language becoming the official
lahguage of the State, It was anlydl.nﬁarch 1978, that the
Manipur Legislative Assembly unanimbusly_passed the Manipur
Official Language Bill, 1978, designating‘!ﬂanipuri turitten
in Bengall Script! as the official language of the Svtaté..‘
But the Governor of Manipur did not give his assent to the
Bill §n the grouné that most of the j1:.1‘3.’9&1 MLAs objected it,

The Higlls people are afraid that if the Manipuri
ianguage i.e, the language of the Meiteis is the official
langgage of the State, they would be at a disadvantage and
may be exploited., Even some hill MLAs warned that the passing
of the Bill by ihe Manipur Legislative Asseprly would greatly
affect the integrity and unity of the State. '

There seems to he some relationship between the Nagas
of Nagaland and thé hill tribes of Manipur (except some hill
tribes in Churgchandpur and Tamenlong). There are about |
29 major tribes in Manipur.' They ;ca-n be divided into two
groups, Naga groups and Kuki or Mizo groups.. The Naga
geoups were the Lahupa, the »Tahgkhuls-,, the Kolya, Khoiroo
or Mayang Khong group, the Mao, the Maram, the Kabu-is, tﬁe
Marrings including Saibu, the Melloni, the Lapvo;mi and the
Phozameh, The Kuki groups were the .Khonjais or New Kukis,

. the old Kukis, the Simte, the Siktds, the Chussads, thé
Sinphos and the Poisy
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" On Nov,11, 1975,.an agreement called fShillong Accord?
was concluded between éhe government pf India and the
undergrouné Nagas of Nagaland. Clguse 3 of the Accord says'
that all Naga inhﬂkitedv&feas'of Manipur should bé mérged
with Nagaland. If this agreement is implemented iﬁ.will
greatly affect the existing political situation in Both
Nagaland and Manipur, There is a likelihcod of a political
conflict between Nagaland and Manipur on this issué. |

On the other hand, the Mizo National Front neaded by
Mr,leldenga is also demanding that all Mizo inhabited aress

of Assam and Manipur shouild be integrated with Mizoram,

Soon after the Janata Govermment came to power in
1977 various attempts were made to reach a settlement with
the underground Nagas led by Mr, Phizo and the Mizo National
Front leader Mr.Laldez?ga. The first meeting between the
Prime Minister Morarji Desai and Hr,Phizo was not fruitful,
The Prime Minister's stand»‘was that Phizo must acceptrindian
citizenship and constitution first, The signatories of the
Shillong Accord insis that 'co long as Fhizo is alive, he
alone can bring a settlement?, The meeting of the Naga
National Council at Khonoma on May 11 and 12, 1978 also passed
a resolu;;fibn reiteratiné the party's confidence in the leader-

ship of Mr,Phizc, The centre has also not 'closed the door!
for the solution of the Naga problem, The U,D,F. Government
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of Nagaland is serving 2s a link between t.fhe Centre and the
underground, This government of Nagaland 13 committed to
solve the Naga problem through peacefu.; means., | |
The Centrsl Governmmnt also t.riéd to reach a mutualiy
éeceptable_solut;ion to the Mizo préblem by holding talks with
INF leader Mr.laldenga, Accerd:‘uig to t.he July 1976 Agi‘eemt_ant,
Mr,Laldenga ple&ged to work within vthe Indian Constitution,
But the Central Government on March 1978 suspended the talks
with the MNF leader, because of the donblé dealing attitude
of Mr, Laldenga, .
| C‘I’he solution of tlrz‘e territorial dispute between
'Ménipur and Nagaland, Manipur and Mizoram greatly depends |
upon future developments between the Government of Inéia
on the one hand and Hagaland and Migzoram on the othe;‘;
Another development in the North-East is that the
peoples of the North«Eastern Hills region want to preserve
t;heir‘ own ideni:ities. The first convention of all regional
"parties in northeeastern region was held at Shillong on 19
and 20 May 1977, The Convenor was/\mr.'.f Sailo, the Chief
Minister of Mizorsm and President of the ruling People's
Conference of Mizoram, The convention arrived at a,
consensas on the need for a'common form' to provide the
constituent units an opportunity to consider matters of
mutual interest and of common caneefn affecting the wel =
being of the hill people of the northeeastern region, |
Mr.Sailo wished to draw increased a.ttention of the Centre to
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the region, which, he said, i3 guarding the eastern
frontier of India. The executive committee of the con#entiOn
decided to hold the@r.seccnd meeting in Nagaland sometime
in . October 1978,

3ince the merger of Mon-ipur inte the Indian Union,
there ére some organisations which demand indepen&ent
sovereign states for Manipur, They are the Meitei State
Committee and the so called Revolutionary Government of
Manipuz, The activities of the Meitei State Committee
continued upto mid sixties and that of the Revolutionary
Government of Manipur in the late sixties. These organisate
jons always praise the ancient glory of Manipur. Recently

Eﬁgzg~i§/§gmg\{ggig%}\ﬁﬁ,&hi&,spirib. In 17 July 1978, some
of the youngmen belicved to belong to an underground Meitei

Organisation shot & sub-inspector and 2 constable in broad
day light on the main highway leading to the airport, Next
day, a branch of the United Bank of India in Imphal was
lcoted by an armed gang., Again on 19 July 1978, four young
men simply boarded a bus coming from Moreh and shot a jaﬁan
~of the Manipur Rifles who was guarding the qrms of hig two
other mates, The main aim of these killings was oniy to
snatch arms, DBecause these youngmen had not harmed even a
single member of the public nor their actions discriﬁinated
against any perticular cormmunity,  This revolutionagry party
is led by one Bisheswar Singh, They are believed to.be
trained in China,
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Following the incident the Government of Manipur
declared on 21 July, 1978, the whole Manipur Central
district comprising the valley as 'disturbed area! under
the Armed Forces (Assam énd Manipur) ‘Special Powsrs Act
and several arrests had been made in connaction with the
distﬁrbances.

When discussed in the Rajya Sabha, Mr, Dhanik Lal
Mandal, Minister of State for Home Affairs on 28 July,
1973 said that thére was no connection between any foreégn
pover and the inclidents in Manipur. He said that none
of the firearms recovered and seigzed so far bore forelgn
markings., According to him, thersa was no involvemgnt of
Nage and Mize hoétiles.' The gpurt of viclence in Wanipur
valley is not linksd with insurgency in Nagaland or Mizoram,
but is the result of urban terrorism, according to Home
Minigtry sources. These scurces zscribe it to the sense
of frustration ambng'ﬁhe people resulting from a lack of
employmént opportunities.

Nowe-a days students also play‘a very active part
in the politics of Manipur. There is & student organisation
called All Manipur Students Union (AMSU), which is formed
by chosen representatives of the educational institutions
(from Junior'H}gh School Standard and upwards), The main
objective of theﬁorganiéation i3 non-political, But all
the political parties of Manipur are trying to gain control
of the organisation, Recently a peaceful procession of the
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students went through the main streets of Imphal demanding

the establishment of a Manipur University, revival of the
old.Manipur script and the indasion of Manipuri language

in the eighth Schedule cf ﬁhe Constitution, 4 pamphlet
issued by the ﬁMSd.further indicated that the students are
now unlike their parénts, very conscious of the distinctive
identity and histury-of Manipur and its people.

Manipur is a very sensitive border state of India,
Politically the State is united with the Indian Union, but
socially and culturally there scems tc be some gap between
Manipéf and the rest of India (except Nagaland, Meghalaya,
mizorgm oné Arunachal Pradesh). But in due course, this
gap wili diminish as the State has already joined the main-

stream of national life,

‘
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1939
1946

1947

1948

1949 ¢

1950 1

1954

1956

1959

SELECT CHRONOLOGY OF IMPORTANT EVENTS
IN_THL POLITICAL DEVELOPME TP

- Council Act,. 1956

APPENDIX~ A

| Manipur under the British Rule,

Women's or Nupilal Movement, '
Birth of Congress Party in Manipur,

Manipur, an independent state and are
free to accede either to India or Pakistan,

Manipur have a responsible government w ith
M.K.griyobrata Singh as Chief Minister,

Establishment of Communist Party in Manipur,

- Merger Agreement signed between thelMaharaja

of Manipur and V,P.Menon, Adviser to the
Covernment of India, Ministry of States

Agreement comes into force ( 15 Oct,).

%ﬁ%ggrU2 ggm?2g Jggff C! State of the

Movements for the restoration of responsible.
government in Manipur,

fiatkiof tigdemegs of the Stetes Re-orge-
The Second General Eléctions are held,

Tl 1 Council is substituted by a
$§§r %griginouncii undeg tge Tbrrito¥ial

Movements for responsible Government &
Manipur, \



1962
1963 -

1967

1968

1969

1970

1971
1972

1973

$iie

The Third General Elections are held

( 19, 23, 27 Feb and 6 March )z.

The Territorial Council converted into

' a Territorial Assembly with M.Koireng Singh
-ag Chief Minister,

The Fourth General Elections are he id
{ 19 and 20 Feb,).

Eormation of United Front Ministny with ‘
Thambou Singh as Chief Minister (13 Oct.).

President*s Rule Imposed {25 Octs)s

~ President's Rule Lifted {1(% Feb.). |

Formation of Congress Ministry with M, Koireng
Singh as Chief Minister {19 Feb.),

Formation of Manipur Peoplets Party {26 Dec.).
ngit 'ghe Prime Minister, Smt.Indira Gandhi

Presidentt's Ruke Imposed (16 Oct,.);

ggﬁ%ggt A%o & afties i?atehood Demand

Independence Day Boycotted by APSDCB,
Lok Sabha Elections ( 1,4 and 7 March )
Statehood granted to Manipur { 21 Jan.)

Legislative Assembly Elections are held
i 9 and 11 March )

President's Rule Lifted'(’ March )

MPP led UsLePo Ministry With Alimuddin as

Chief Minister { 20 March )
U.L.PMinistry Falls {26 March )

President's Rule Imposed (28 March)



1974 i=

1975 &=

1977 3=
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The Mid-Tern Assembly Elections are
held {( 19, 23 and 25 Feb, )

Presment.’s Rule Lifted { l&aréh .) |
1 ist it
eongdrgnp 289 hakePadn: Ster wl&a%c h)

U.L.P. Minis‘éry Falls (8 July )

Formation of PDF Ministry with Yangmaso |
Shaiza as Chief Minister { 10 July )

P D.F. Ministry Falls ( 5 Decem.)

g:mation of D.L.P, Ministry with R.K. Dorendra
gh as Chief Minister ( 6 Decem-)

D,L.F. Mindstry ufalls {23 July )

Formation of Conﬁress - CPI COilit;ion '
Government with «Dorendra Singh as
Chief Minister {23 July )

Lok Sabha Elections (March )

Congress = CPI Coalition govemment
falls { 16 May ) , _

President's Rule Imposed { 16 May )
?residentls Rule Lifted ( 29 June )

Janata Party forms government wit,hr
Yangmaso Shaiza as Chief Minister ( 29 June )

LR



APPENDIX B

OF IMPORTANT
~ VIEUR

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES
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C

ALiMUDDIN sMD,« Member of the Ménipur State
Legislétive hssembly,_1948 -‘&ember, Electoral College
Manipur,1951 « Member, Manipur Territorial Council,
1957, 1962 = steIOpment‘Minister,v1967:- Founder member
of the Manipur Peoples' Party, 1968 - Chief’Minister,
1972-73, _1972;. - Opposition leader, 1975477 - Finance .
Minister, 1977, o - |

DAIHO, ATHIKO = Member, Gonstitution Making Committee,
1947 - Member, Advisory Council, 1953-57 « Member, ‘Manipur
Territorial Council, 1962 - Finance Minister, 1963,

ELANGBAM TGMPOK SINGH - Resign from the State Service
Manipur, 1938 =~ A Congress leader in the forties,

HIDANGIAYUM DWIJAMANI DEV SHARMA - Member, Constitutdon
Making' i}‘ommittee, 1947 = le_iember, Advisory 'Cauncil,wso -
Member, Electoral College, 1952 = Chairmsn, Manipur
Territorial Council, 195‘7-;-58.,, :

\

HIJAM IRABOT SINGH < Resign from the State Durbar, 1938
President, Manipur Krishak Sabha and Praja Sammelini, 1939«
Went underground in the ’early fiftiess
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TRENGBAM TOMPOK ZSINGH « General Secretary, Manipur
Peoples! Party, 1972 « Member, Manipur Legislative |
Assembly, 1972 = M.Pa, Rajga Sabha, 1971_;--78 = General
Secreta'ry,' Manipux" Congress ?arty_,‘ 197& '

KHON@ANTABAM IBETmBi SINGH Member, Manipur State
Assembly,‘lghs = Firgt Chairman of the JImphal Municipal
. Board - Speaker, First .Man:pur_ Legislat;iva Assembly,1963.

. KEWAIRAKPAM CHAOBA SINGH - Member, Electoral College,
1952 - Deputy Speaker, ULF Ministry, 1967- Founder member,
_‘Manipur Peoples' Party, 1968 = Einister, 1972 1974 and
1977, | o

LAISRAM ACHOU SINGH - lﬁémber, Electoral College, 1952 -
M;P., Lok Sabha, 195762« Chairman, Assam Socialist Party,
1953'-56 ~ Member, Menipur State Legislative Assembly, 1948.
Ghaiman, Manipur Socialist Party, 1952«-57 - Memhar,
Manipur Territorial Council 1962 - Pres ident » Janata
Party, Manipur, 1978.

" LAISRAM JUGESHOR SINGH . Member, Constitution Making
Committee, 1947 Member, Advisofy Council, 1950« M.P.,
Lok Sabpé, 1952 « President,, Manipur Peoples! Party;
1972-Ths
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I.ARHO,S.-; Chairman, Manipur Territorial Council,1958-
Finance Minister, 1967 = Speaker, Manipur Legislative
Assembly, 1968 = Founder member of the Manipur Peoples?
Party, 1968, o

LEISANGTHEM CHANDRAMANI SINGH = Speaker, Manipur
Legislati#e Assembly, 1972~ Law Minister, 1974=- Revenue
Minister, 1974 - Speaker, Manipur Legislative Asaembly,w??‘

LONGJAM THAMBOU SINGH w Member; Manipur Territorial
C—ouncil 962 « C=hiaf ‘tﬁnist.er, United Left Front

MAXR@IBAM KOIRENG SINGH Member, Manipur State
Legislative Assembly, 1948 « Memher, Electoral College
1952« Pr@sident; Manipur State Congress Committee, 1955-57..
Member, Manipur Territorial Council, 19574 1962 Chief

Minister, 1963, 1967, 196869 - Opp_osition leader, Manipur
Legislative Assembly~ 1972,

MOTRANGTHEM MEGHAGHANDRA SINGH = M,P,, Lok Sabha,

19&7»71- Member, Manipur Legislative Assambly, 1972, 1972,-
Education M:‘mist.er, 1974 = Medical Minister, 1975-77.

NINGTHGHKHONGJM TMBI SINGH - Member, Manipur Leglse
lative Assembly, 1967- Education Minister, 1967-68-M,F.,
Lok Sabha, 1971=76, 1977«
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i

NONGTH@&BAM ECMCHA SINGH - President, Advisory
councu 1950 « Member, Manipur Legislative Assembly,1963.

RAJ. KUMAR DORENDRA SINGH - Speakerf, ¥andpur Legislative
hssembly, 1974 = Chief Minister, DLP, 1974~ Chief Minister,
C-ongress ~CPI Coalition s 1975+77.

VRAJ KUMAR FRITOBRATA SINGH - First Chief Minister of
Manipur, 19#8-;49.

- RISHANG KEISHING - M.Pj, Lok Sabra, 1962-67- Founder
of the Naga Integration Council, 1972; Member, Manipur
Legislative Assembly, 1972~ Finance Minister, 1974 and
1975¢ / " |

SALAM TGMBI SINGH «~ Member, Electoral College, 1952 -
M.Ps, Rajya Sabha, 1972 « Founder member of the Manipur
Peoplest Party, 1968 - Member, Manipur Legislative

Assembly, 1967 » Finence Minister, 1974« Industry Minister,
1977,

SERAM ANGOU SiNGH = Member, Manipur Leglslative Assembl
1963 - Minister, Planning znd Development, 1964= Minister,

ULF Ministry, 1967~ Member, Manipur Legislative Assembly,
1972c
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SHAIZA, YANQMASO = Finance Iﬁinister, 1972 ~ Founder,
Manipur Hillrlfnim, 1973 - Chief Minis’cer, 1974- M.P.,
Lok Sabha 1977 « Chief Minister, June, 197‘7.

SINAM BIJOY SINGH - Member, Const:ltution Making Body,
191.,7 Member, Manipur State Assembly, 19&8- Member, ‘_ :
Electoral College, 1952 = - Member, Territorial Council,
1957, 1963~ Member, Manipur Legislstive Assembly, 1967,
1972, 1974 = Minister, 1975.

- 91NAM KRISHNAMOHAN SINGH - Member, Constituticn
Making Committee? 1947 « Minister, Interim Covernment
of Manipur, 1947,

?imw YATMA SINGH « General Secretary; Manipur
Eisnan Congress, 1947- Organising Secretary, Manipur.
Stéte_ Congress, 1955= Member, Manipur Territorial Council,
'1957«62« Founder memter of the Mgn;pur}?eaples' Party,
1968 ~ Education Minister, 1972«7i,



APFENDIX ¢

THE MANIPUR MERGER AGREEMENT, 1

: AGREEMENT made this twenty first day of September 1949
between the Governor General of India and His Highness
the Maharaja of Manipurs
~ WHEREAS in the best interests of the State of Manipur
as welliés of the Dominion of India, it is desirable to
provide for the administration of the said State by or
uhder the authority of the Dominion Governmentg

IT IS HEREBY AGREED AS FOLLOWSie

| ARTICLE I

His Highness the Maharaja of’Manipu? hereby cedes to
The Dominion Government full and extensive authority,
3arisdictibn and powers for and in relation to the
' g@vemanée of the State and agreesto’ transfer the admini-
stration of the State to the Dominion Government-én the
fifteenth day‘af\cctaber 1949 {hereinafter referred to
as "the said day") |

As from the said, day the Dominion Government will be
~ competont to exerciée the said powers, authority and
Jurisdiction in such mahner and through such agency as

it may think fit.
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ARTICLE 1I |
His Highness the Maharaja shall cbntinue to gnjoy
the same personal rights, privileges, dignities, titles,
authority over religions observances, customs, usages,
rites and ceremonies and institutions in charge of tﬁe
same in the state, which he would have enjoyed had this

agreement not been madcs

ARTICLE III

His Higlmess the Maharaja shall with effect from the
said day he entitled to receive fcfAhis life~time from
revenues of the State annnaliy for his ?rivy Purse the
sum of Bupzes three lakhs free of all taxes,

Thig amoun% is 4ntended to cover 611 the expgmses
of the Ruler and his family, including expeﬁses on
- account of his persoaal staff and'armed guards,_mainte;
nance of his residences, marriages and other ceremonies
| etc.,'and the allowances to the Ruler's relations who
on the date of ezséution of this agreement were in receipt
~of such allowances from the revenuea'of the State,and will
nelther be increased nor reduced for any reason what;

a0evers
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- The Government of India undertake that the said
sum of Rupees three lakhe shall be paid to Fis Highness
the Maharaja in four eaqual instalments in advance at the
beginning of cach quarter from the State treasury or at
such 6:the_;r treasury as maey be specified by the Covernment
~ of India,

ARTICLE «IV ‘ ‘

His Highness the Maharaja shall be entitled to the

- full pwﬁership, use and enjayfaent; of all private -
W_.'p:ope'ri;ies {as distinct from Siata pzfop.erties ) belonging
" to him on the date of this agreenent, '

His Highness the Maharaja will furnish to the Dominion \
Government before the first January 1950 an inventory of
all the immovable property, uerurities and cash balance
held ty hin 23 suck privete property. : i

If any dispute arises to whether any item of property
'is the priva,‘ae property of His Highness the Maharaja or
state proper‘cy, it shall be referred to a judicial officer
qualified to be appointed as a High Court Judge and the
decision of that Officer snall be final and binding on
both parties.
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Provided that His Highness the Maharaja's right to
the use of the residenées known as "Redlands® and'"Lesa
Chatalettes" in Shillong, and the Propéfty iA the town
of Gauhati known as "Manipuri Basti" shall not be

~

Questioned,

ARTICLE « V

All the members of His Highnessﬁs family shall be
entitled %o all persoﬁal rights, privileges, dignities
- and ti;lesvenjoyed by them whether within or outside
the territories of the State, immediately before the
15th August, 1947

ARTICIE - VX

.The Dominion Government guarantees the succession,
écaording'to law and custom, to the gaddil of the State
and to His Highness, the Maharajats personal rights,
privileges, dignities, titles, authority over‘religions
obzervances, customs usages, rites and ceremonies and

inatitutions in chargz of the same in the State,
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ARTICLE « VII

No enquiéy shall be made by or under the authority
of the Governmen§ of India, and no proceedings shall
be in any Court &f Manipur, against His Highness the
‘Mahaiaja whether in a personal capacity or bdtherwise
in respect of anything done or omitted to be done by
him or under his authority during the period of his
administration of that State, |

ARTICLE « VIII

1. The Covernment of India hereby guarantéeS'either

the continnanceyin service of the permanent members

of the Public Services of Manipur on conditions which
vwill be not less advaptégeous than those on which they
were serving before the date cn which the administration
of Manipur is nade over to the Gevernment éf India or the

 payment of reasonable compensation,

2. The Government of India further guarantees the
continuances of pensiocns and leave salaries sanctioned

by iis Bighness the Maharéjayto'sefvants of the State

who have retired or proceedad on leave preparatory to

Totirement, befefé the date on which the Administration of

Mapipur is made over to the Government of India,
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3. The Government of India also undertake to make

suitable provisions for the employment of Manipuris in the
various branches of Public Services, and in every way
encourage Manipuris to join them, They also undertake .
to préserve various laws, customs and conventions prevaild:
ing in the State pertainiﬁg\to the soclal, economic and

religious life of the peoples

ARTICLE « IX

Except with the previous sanction .o;‘: thé Goxrer‘nmeht
of India no proceedings, civil or criminal shall be
mstitﬁted against any person in respect of any act done
or purporting to be done in the executioh of his duties
as a servé.nt of the State before the day on which the )
administration is made over to the Governmenﬁ of India,

In confermation- whereof Mr,Vapal Pangunni Menon,
‘Adviser to the Government of India 4n the Ministry of
States; has appendéd his signature on behalf and with the
authority of the Governor General of India and His Highnes:
Maharaja Bodh Chandra Singh, Mahaz'a,ja of Manipur has |
appended his signature on behalf of himself, his heirs and

successorss
BODH CHANDRA SINGH
Maharaja of Manipur
V. P.MENON _
. Advisor to the Government of India
‘ , Ministry of States.
SRI PRAKASA

Governor of Assam,Shillong
September 21,1942
[

|
' so0e
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