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.PREFACE 

In the post IInd World liar period 1 the 

concept of non-alignment emerged as a policy and 

programme of the Third World countries in order to 

ascertain their independence in the midst of 

increasing imperialistic hegemony and competition. 

Within a short span of time 1 NA.f-1 has made remarkable 

success by gathering a large number of Third World 

countries under its fold and thereby in£lu~ncing 

world opinion extensively on themes like anti­

colonialism, disarmament, New International Economic 

Order, peace and development etc., In the 

solidification o£ N~1 as the most important Third 

World organisation and in evolving non-alienment as 

a policy postulate, India b~s played a very crucial 

and concrete role. The present study is an attempt 

to discern the role played by India in the evolution 

and consolidation o£ the movement of non-alignment. 

The first chapter analyses the role played 

by India in promoting consensus end solidarity among 

the non-aligned countries. It also discusses the 

specific efforts made by India in strengthening the 

movement. The second chapter deals with the New 



ii 

International Economic Order which is one of the 

main concern of the movement and India's efforts 

in propagating the cause. It also discusses the 

initiative taken by India in advocating self­

reliance and cooperation among the Third World 

countries• In the third chapter disarmament is 

focussed with reference to India. Since from 

the very inception of the movement, India has taken 

keen interest in emphasising peace through 

disarmament. As one of the fow1ding members of 

the movement, Jawaharlal Nehru made significant 

contributions in fostering the movement. Hie 

statesmanship and world outlook were instrumental 

in providing proper guidance and direction to the 

NAM in its early stages. The fourth chapter 

examinee the contribution made by Nehru in this 

regard. The concluding chapter provides an overview 

and summary of the earlier chapters. 
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*********************************************** 

INDIA 1 S ROLE IN THE CONSOLIDATION OF NAM 

*********************************************** 



INDIA'S ROLE IN THE CONSOLIDATION OF 

NON-ALIGNMENT NOVEr<IENT 

Non-alignment basically emerged as a policy of 

opposition to colonialism and imperialism and as an 

urge to assert the independence and equal recognition 

. 1 
of the states in the world pol1tics• It was also an 

assertion of togetherness of the third world's 

oppressed people. India has played a very active 

and prominent role in consolidating the movement by 

providing the ideological impetus and skilful leadership. 

The Indian National Congress which led the 

freedom etrusgle of Indian people, began to take 

interest in foreign affaire, as early as 1920. In 

1920 it resolved to promote co-operation and friendly 

relatione with aLl the neighbouring countriea. 2 

Further in 1921, the Congress adopted a resolution on 

foreign poli.cy that expressed its desire to have 

cordial relatione not on1y with ita neighbours but also 

with other etatee. 3 In 1927 Jawaharlal Nehru got an 

1 • 

2. 

Bima.J. Prasad, "Historical Background of Non­
Alignment", in K.P. Miera, ed., Non-4ligpmenta 
frontiers and DYnamics (New Del~: Vikas 
Publishing House, 1982), pp.13-14· 

G.H. Jansen, 4fro-Asif and Non-£1ignmeat (London: 
Faber and Faber, 1966 , p.2Q. 

Bimal Prasad, n.1, p.14. 
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opportunity to ineet some Asian leaders in the 

international. Congress against imperialism in Brussels. 

Nehru attended this Congress as the representative o£ 

the Indian National Congress• He described it ae 

nthe outward symbol. o£ the intense desire for mutual 

co-operation which had taken possession o£ the 

oppressed and the exploited a11 over the worl.d" 4 . 

Expressing the necessity of £u1fl.edge co-operation with 

the League against ImperiaLism, Nehru pointed out that 

·we cannot, in our own interest and in the 
interest of the worLd, afford to remain 
isolated from the great movements and5 
forces which are shaping the future • 

The main£esto of the conference ended with the resolution 

that 

the oppressed and enslaved nations which 
.. represent the overwhelming majority of 
mankind, like the proletariat, can conquer 
the world, the wor~d o£ the future. gppressed 
people and oppressed nations unite.· 

By the end of the Second World War, Indian leadership 

could recognize the threat posed by the polarization 

4• ~·, P• 15• 

5• ~., P• 16. 

6. Jansen, ;n.-2, :P•:30:.. 
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of the world into two blocs. In response to the 

polarization Nehru commented that this situation 

confronts not only the Ind1ans but "the hundreds of 

millions in Asia and Africa a1so 11
•
7 - The Indian 

position we,s made clear by him in 1947 as president 

of the interim Government, when he decl~1ed, 

we propose eo far as possible to keep a~ay 
from power politics of groups aligned 
against one ancther, which hs.ve led in the 
past to world wars and which may again lead 
to disasters on an even vaster scale .8 

In 1947 India took an important step by hosting 

the first Asian Conference which is considered to be 

the "fore runnder" of the no~~gned movement. 

Referring to the importance of this Conference G.H. 

Jansen says 

When people think of the Afro-Asian Conferences 
.it is the names 'Bandung' and 'Belgrade' that 
usually occur to them, ••• that is a pity, because 
the firet, the biggest and the beet of these 
gatherings was held earlier end elsewhere. This 
was the Asian Relatione Conference that met in 
New Delhi in March 1947.9 

7. Bimal Prasad, xi.1, .-pp,-·17•18 .• _ 

a. !.l2i51•• P• 19. 

9 • Jansen, A~ .• 13•· 
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In his address to the Asian Relations Conference 

Nehru said 

it is so happened that we in India convened 
this conference but the idea of such a 
conference arose simultaneously in many minds 
and in many countries of Asia. There was a 
widespread and an awareness that the time had 
come for us, people of Asia, to meet together, 
to hold together and advance together. 1° 

Further, giving a clarification to avoid unwarranted 

suspicion Nehru remarked that the underlying idea 

of the conference "is in no way aggressive or against 

any other continent or country ••• we have no designs 

against anybody, ours ie the great design of promoting 

d l.l th World •-'~ 1 I 1949 peace an progress a over e n , 

again India took the initiative in holding the Second 

Conference of Asian countries to ponder over the Dutch 

. 12 
attack on Indonesia. 

The Bandung Conference which was held :Ln 1955 

is considered as the 'first cryatalisation of collective 

13 It was the period when thought on non-alignment.• 

cold war was in its full ewing and the tentacles of 

imperialism could be seen in Asia through its mil.itar,y 

10. Asian Relatione, Repopt of the Proceedings and 
Documeptation of the First Asian Relatione 
Conference, New Delhi, April 1947, pp.21-22. 

11 • l.l2,!g • , p • 24 • 

13· Rasheeduddin Khan, "India and the Non-aligned 
Movement" in Satish~Kumar, ed., Year Book on 
India's Foreign :PolicY (New Delhis Sage :Publishers, 
1984), P• 78• 
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pacts like SEAT014 which was threatening the pursuit 

of an independent poLicy in the region. India's 

consistent co~wd tment to an indepen·:! cz::.t policy 

baaed on peaceful co-existence helped to bring 
I 

solidarity among the like-minded countries of Asia 

and A~rica. At the concluding session of the Bandune 

Conference 1955, Nehru said "we have met here together, 

seen and made :friends with one anothe:c and argued with 

one another to ~ind a solution for our common probleme." 15 

He emphasized on the problem of peace in the world and 

its interlinkage with each and every country. 

Thus, before the advent of NJJ-1 as an insti tutiona.-

lized body i·tself, India had taken successful steps 

in formulating a policy of non-alignment with power 

blocks in tune with ita political and ethical heritage. 

The Indian statesmen tried to project this negative 

term. as an affirmation of a positive concept. 16 The 

various conferences and interaction with third wor~d 

~eauere, provided Indian etatearuen enough opportunity 

for propagating and stream1ining the new policy. 

14. 

15· 

16. 

For details see Jansen, ~n.2; ·nP.14-15. 

Jawaharlal Nehru( Indian foreign ?olicY 
(New Delhi, 1971}, P• 219. 

For a discussion on the semantics of non­
alignment, seeR. Khan, ·n.13,,p.a1. 
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The Belgrade Conference o£ 1961 was thus a 

crystalisation o£ the earlier Indian endeavours. 

Though India had certain reservations 17 in the 

initial stages regarding the timing and the nature of 

the new group, but along with Egypt and Yugoslavia 

India provided tha necessary strength and vision to 

the conference. Nehru in hie speech emphasized the 

necessity £or peace in the context of increasing 

nuclear threats. 

From the Belgrade Conference onwards, India had 

been try~ng to bring out consensus among the members 

on various issues. India had also been keen on 

restraining from confrontation with developed countries. 

On the other hand, India had been emphasising on 

peace~ul co-existence and peaceful settlement of 

disputes. For instance in the Second Non-aligned 

Conference while Indonesia advocated a policy of 

confrontation with the developed countries, India 

stressed the need for peaceful co-existence, nuclear 

disarmament and peaceful settlement of diaputea. 18 

In the 1960s due to the Indo-China war, and 

worsening of the domestio situation, Indian prestige 

17. Jansen, -·-, n. 2, P• 281. 
Also see Rasheeduddin Khan, ~·1~, P•60•· 

18. Ka.pileshwar Labh~ ."Intra Non-Aligned Discords 
and India", India .Quarterly, vol. 38, no. 1 1 

January-March 1982, PP• 67. Also see Jansen, 
n. 2, pp.282-25. 
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in the international sphere was at a 10l'1 ebb • And it 

was also a period when the movement of non-alignment 

which was supposed to play a vital role in the 

international arena wee at a low profile due to lack 

of proper understanding among the nonaligned countries 

and also duec:to the deliberate attempts of the 

imperialists to put it down. The imperialists 

considered the new group as. not relevant in the context 

of the relaxation of tensions between the two Super 

Fowers in the wake o£ Cuban mieeile crisis. 19 In 

1970s the non-aligned movement recovered again. India 

under the premiership of Mrs. Gandhi played a vital 

ro~e in bringing about this transformation. She 

stressed the economic field as an important area, where 

20 the non-aligned countries have to operate. In the 

19. Kapileshwar Labh, Ibid., P• 67. Questioning the 
relevance of non-alignment the bloc countries 
advanced arguments like, even if the non-aligned 
countries could play the role of some kind of 
mediator during the cold war they had now 
definitely lost this function, also as the great 
powers have established direct contacts and were 
no more in need of se1f-oty1ed mediators• Renko 
Pet Kovic, "Historical. Vitality of Non-alignment", 
ReviQw of International 4f£Qire, vol.. 36, no. 852, 
5 October 1985, PP• 1-2. 

20. Kapil.eshwar Labh, . n.-18, p.68. -
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words o£ Kapileshwar Labh 

·she not only highlighted the relevance of non­
~alignment but also sought to strengthen the 
movement by emphasising economic cooperation 
among the non-aligned countries•••she discerned 
that the 'biggest danger' to non-alignment 
'is the economic pressure o£ large countries• 
and laid stress on developing economic 

. '11 cooperatJ.on •"-

The efforts by ~~a. Gandhi had its own impact. 

Non-alignment movement has undergone a major change in 

character and content in the 1970s by transforming 

itself into a collective economic movement of third 

22 world countries. In international platforms like UN 

the non-aligned countries began to assert themselves 

by claiming equal terms in the trade with developed 

countries• They also stressed the need for self 

reliance and cooperation emong the Third World ·countries. 

Although the non-aligned movement was gaining 

strength in the 1970s, as it could be noted from ita 

increasing strength from twenty-five at Belgrade in 

1961 to about ninety t~ee at the Havana summit in 1979, 

it had its own problems. Moreover, it· is bound to 

have difficulties due to the very nature o£ the 

countries involved in it. The countries which belong 

21. ~·' 

22. Qtde ' in ~·.• P• 68. 
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to the movement have their own histories, cultures 

and perspectives o£ international politics. Also 

other factors like geographical, political systems and 

economies differ :from each other. 23 Even then, the 

effective leadership and guidance o£ India helped the 

movement in strengthening its unity~ Some o£ the 

important issues that surfaced in the non-~igned 

movement were the ideological and bilateral disputes 

among the non-aligned countries• To a certain extent 

this was instigated by the United States through their 

pernicious theories o£ non-alignment as equi-distance. 24 

In the A1giers summit conference, there has been 

exchange o£ hot words between Fidel Castro and Ge.ddafi.
25 

But showing enough maturity India did not get invo~ved 

in the tussle. Instead India continued to criticize 

the old power politics game practised by big powers. 

And despite the differences there had been total 

consensus on various issues like Palestine, South Africa 

etc. 

23. K.F. 1-lisra, "The Ideology o:f :tiAW• in Hanskocher, 
ed., ~rinciptes o£ Non-a2ignment.(Third World 
Centre, 1982 , P• 63. Also see Samman Boutros 
Farajal.J.ah, '..'The Security Challenges to the No.n­
&Ligned Movement", in Bajpai, ed., Non-Q!ianment 
f~rspectiyee and,Proepects (New Delhi; Lancer 
Publishers, 1985), PP• 84-85• 

24. .Ra.aheeduddin Khan, "The Non-Alignment I1ovement, 
Its Content, Crisis-and Prospects", in Vijay Gupta, 
ed., IP4ia QE4 N}n-A1ignment (New-Delhi: New 
Literature, 1983, PP• .105-7• 

25. Godfrey Morrison, •Role to Play for the Non-aligned 
Despite Groupe Unwielding Nature Post-Algiers Aeseee­
ment", Internat~onal Perspectives, January-February 
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The major cha11enge to the non-a1igned movement 

was to resist pressures, po1itica1, economic £~Om the 

big Powers. Neverthe1ess India stressed the unity o£ 

the non-aligned countries and cautioned against prceaure 

from the big powers to divide and weaken the movement. 

In the Belgrade Foreign Ministers Conference, 

197~ there was severe protest ag~inet the use of certain 

terms in the declarations of the non-aligned movement 

like "hegemonism", "natural a11ies• etc. Cuba particu1ar1y 

was in favour of considering Soviet Union as the natural 

ally of NAM opposed the use of the word "hegemonism" 

vie-a-vie the Soviet Union and on par with United States 

of America. These disputes threatened to wreok the unity. 

And it was India which finally brought about a compromise• 

Similarly in 1979 Havana Summit India expressed the 

view that the concept·of non-alignment is opposed to 

the philosophy of "natural alliance•. The then Indian 

Foreign Minister s.N. Miehra, opposing it said: "We cannot 

have one foot in non-alignment and another in a1ignment•. 26 

After the mid-seventies, conf1icts between the 

non~a1igned countries intensified. Earlier, these 

1974, PP• 41-42; also seeK. Labh, n.18, p.6e •. 
P• 68. 

26. Qtd. ~ .in Ke.pileehwar Labh, n.18, ·pp.69-70• 
:· 
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conflicts had no severe effects within the nonalign~d 

oirc1e. The con£1icting countries use to attend 

nona1igned conventions where these conflicts were 

discussed, but without causing any major controversies 

or having effect on the course of the. meetings or in 

the outcomes. Eut after mid-seventies, conflicts between 

some non-aligned countries had adverse effect on 

overal1 relations within the non-aligned movement, 

thereby threatening its integration. 27 The threat to 

unity of the non-aligned movement became so grave in 

1978 that the issue dominated the Belgrade Conference 

of Non-aligned Foreign Ministers. In order to freeze 

the situation India proposed a code of conduct for 

non-aligned nations with a view to ensure strength and 

unity to the movement. Explaining the code, the then 

foreign minister A.B. Vajpayee said that there should 

be an agreement among the nations that they should 

respect established frontiers and shou1d refrain from 

force in settling disputes. 28 

The increasing tension between the Super Fowers 

in the late seventies and serious crisis in the 

international economic relations, and in addition, the 

27• Eojana Tadic, "Conflicts among the Non-aligned 
Countries (III)"'Review of International Affair_g, 
voJ.. 26, no, 852, 5 October 1985, P• 9· 

28. Kapi1eehwa.r La.bh, :n•1_~, ~~72• 
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crisis within the movement itself gave a serious jolt 

to the solidarity of the movement. It was under this 

crucial period that conflicts between some non-

aligned countries became more intense. In 1977 Vietnam 

intervened in Kampuchea. Thus a new trouble spot was 

created within the movement. 29 The Camp David 

agreement between Egypt and Israel was vehemently opposed 

by most of the Arab states and they demanded its 

suspension or expulsion of Egypt from the membership 

of the non-aligned movement on the ground that the 

Camp David agreement is contrary to the decisions of 

the non-aligned conferences over the Arab-Israeli 

conflict. Even though India took a critical view of 

the Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty, it opposed the Arab 

move to suspend or expel Egypt from membership. It 

was a t~e when the movement was getting regionalized. 

Cautioning the dispute as intra-regional, India argued 

that it is unfair to bring into question the membership 

of any member of the movement.3° Even prior to this 

issue, India opposed the use of the forum of Non-

aligned Conference for ventilating bilateral and 

29. Bojana Tadic, n.27, PP•'9-10• 

30· Kapileshwar Labh, ___ . n. 18, PP• 70-71. 
AJ.so see Ill. s. Ra.jan, "Dangers of Regional.ization•, 
Wor~d Focus, vol. 4, no. 4, APril 1983, P• 20. 
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regional differences. A.t ·i:;he Colombo ;.:,unuuit in 1979, 

Nra. Gandhi said: 

We should now allow such differences as may 
exist between some members on·certain issues 
to af£ect our unity. With eo many leaders 
the con£erence is too important to spend time 
on bilater~ mutters. There are risks when 
national goals compl~fely supersede the 
collective purpose.31 

The international scenario in the beginning of 

the 1980s was still more turbulent. Many old disputes 

and confli.cts between the non-aligned countries 

continued. Some of them entoring into an acute phase. 

In 1980, the disputes between Libya and Tunisia 

became grave. Likewise the conflict between Somalia 

and Ethiopia escalated periodically, the disputes 

between Guyana and Venezuela became increasingly 

acrimonious, also differences between India and 

Bangladesh and the Falkland war between Britain and 

A-... t • 32 ...,...gen l.n&• 

After the late seventies the non-aligned 

countries began to take more interest in solving the 

conflicting problems among themselves ~hich threatened 

31 • Qtd. · in Kapileshwar Labh, n.18, ~·71• 

32. Bojana Tadic, .n.27, p .. 1o. 
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the unity of the movement. In the meeting of the 

Coordinating Bureau o£ the Non-aligned hel.d in Ravenna 

in May 1978, it was stated that "disputes between some 

non-aligned countries had created conflicting 

situations"• It was decided to convehe the Foreign 

Ministers conference in the same year at Belgrade 

so that it coul.d consider 

how the non-al.igned movement as a whol.e might 
find ways and means of conducting peaceful. 
solutions of disputes among the non-al.igned 
countries .33 

Despite the efforts of the non-aligned to cool. 

down the bickerings among themselves and to strive £or 

peace and development in the worl.d, the situation 

deteriorated in 1983, when the Seventh Non-aligned 

Summit was supposed to be hel.d at Baghdad. It was the 

time when the theory of the "crisis" of non-el.ignment 

appeared. It was al.l.eged that the pol.icy of non-

alignment is ineffective and obsolete. It is unabl.e 

to sol.ve any international. problem. I•Ioreover the non-

aligned countries do not even have the strength or 

power to unravel. disputes and conflicts l'li thin their 

own ranks. 34 

3 3 • ll2.!.S. • , 

34. Ra.nk:o Petkovic, "Historical. Vitality of Non­
alignment", Review of International A£fairs 
(Belgrade), vol.. 36, no. 852, 5 October 1985, 
P• 2. 
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In this grave situation India undertook the task 

of hosting the seventh nonaligned summit. Commenting on 

the dangerous international situation, I\1re. Gandhi, the· 

then Prime Minister of India said: 

The hood of the cobra is spread. Human kind 
watches in frozen ear,_h~ing against hope 
that it will not strike.35' 

It is significant that India undertook the 

responsibility of hosting the Seventh Summit, when Iraq 

was not in a position to host due to its .... ,ar with Iran. 

Morever India was ab~e to host it without any 

postponement, unlike the Algiers Conference, which was 

postponed due to domestic problems in Algeria. It 

reflected the incapacity of the movement to find out 

an alternative venue. But with the partial 

institutionalisation of the movement, it has become an 

effective participant in opinion formation at least to 

a minimum level in the global decision making. So it 

was natural that the Summit had to take place at the 

earliest. The summit was hosted only after a delay 

of six months with the agreement o£ both Iran and 

Ira.q. 36 The successful holding of the meeting provided 

35· Quoted in .K.:P. Misra, Nonaligned Movement, India's 
Chairmanship (New Delhi:Lancer Books, 1987), P• 11. 

36• .A • .K. Damoda.ran, "A;n Overview", World Focus, 
vol. 4, no. 4, .April 1983, P• 3• 
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an added incentive to India.' s mature ;;1nd skilful 

d . l 37 
~p oraacy. 

Arms race threatened peace and security. ::luge 

amount of money is being spent on armaments. Added to 

this, the concepts like deterence and "limited 

nuclear war" are propagated. Comr.1enting on the 

dangerous impact of nuclear warfare Jonathan Schell 

in his works says that nuclear arms "are a pit into 

which the whole world can fa1l - a nemesis of all 

38 
human intentions, actions, and hopes"• 

Secondly the economic crisis due to the structural 

imbalances and inequalities, in the world and due to 

ita integrated and interrelated nature, has made the 

situation aggravated. The impact of this economic 

crisis will be more on the developing and underdeveloped 

countries than the developed world. 39 

Some of the contentious issues within the movement made 

consensus-building an uphi~l task. One of them was 

the Xampuchean issue, regarding ita representation in 

the movement. The consensus on this issue arrived in 

37• Rade Brajovic, "The Seventh Summit and the Role of 
India", Review of Internationa1 A£fAirs, vol. 34, 
no. 790, 5 March 1983, P• 14. 

38. Quoted in K.P. Misra, Op.Cit., n. 35, P• 11. Also 
see f.UJ.jan Xomalina, "The Aim of Alignment", 
Review of International A£fiars, vol.. 34, 
no. 786, 5 January 1983, P• 10. 

39· K.P. Misra, ne35, p.12.-
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the Havanna Summit was challenged by a group of ASEAN 

countries• ~ven though India recognized the People's 

Republic of Kumpuchea, it decided in deference to the 

last Havanna Summit, and in the intere~t of the 

movement, not to invite any of the t\>ro and to keep 

the seat vacant. Likewise, the Afghan issue was also 

tackled l"t'i th care. ?>lrs. Gandhi in her inaugural 

speech said that India also hoped for early normalcy 

in Afghanietan. 40 With rigorous efforts and initiative 

o£ India along with other countries 

~ climate of opinion was created in which the 
~consensus was to be seen not merely a pleasant 
myth, but something concrete and realizable 
after.·eome fundamental brainwork and hard 
negotiations with subtly divergent1 regional, 
national. and ideological factors' • 41 

In this given situation India as the Chairperson 

of NAM tried her beet to focus on the most important 

urgent issues which posed major threats. It focussed 

on iesuee like the threat of nuclear war and global 

economic crisis confronting mankind and the relation 

between disarmament and development and the burning 

po~itical issues like Palestine, Namibia etc. and 

the strengthening of the United Nations. 

"40. Ibid., PP• 15-20. 

41. .A.K. Damodaran, n~36, PP•4-5• 
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One of' the important ini tiati vee \'lhich New 

Delhi summit took was on disarmament and development. 

The Chairperson l\!rs. Gandhi in her closing address 

cautioned the assembled world leaders the.t "the 

resolution to the dominating isf.::ues o£ our day, 

disarmament and development cannot be dramatic ... 

She added; 

We have only established the base Camp anc 
have a long climb to the attainment of' our 
goals and idee.J.s .42 

On this regard a six nation appeal on nuclear 

disarmament was issued. The countries include India, 

Tanzania, Mexico, Argentina, Greece and Sweden. 

Regarding the burning political issues, India 

with other NAH countries attempted to give f'urther 

impetus to the efforts directed towards their solution. 

It supported the heroic struggle of Palestinians, 

demanded the withdrawal of Israeli forces from 

occupied Arab lands. It urged for the speedy 

achievement o£ Nambian independence, highlighted the 

need for peace in the world and extended support to 

42• K.P • .fllisra, "Delhi Summit and After", Review 
of International A±fair§, vo1. 36, no. 855, 
20 November 1985, P• 11. 
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South Africans in their fight aeainst racism e~d 

th 'd 43 a.par e~ • It strongly recommended to augment 

the role of .United Nations in resolving these issues 

44 
and to maintain peace and security in the world. 

Even though India had a tough time in hosting 

the Seventh non-aligned summit, it could succeed in 

it, due to its commitment and vigorous efforts to 

consolidate the movement. 

India was successful in building bridges 
of understanding in bringing contending 
parties to the negotiating table and in 
exhibiting remarkable drafting skills 
whioh generally harmonized conflicting 
points of view~5£or the larger good o£ 
the movement.· 

In doing this the personality o£ Mrs. Gandhi, 

43· 

44· 

45· 

46. 

as chairperson did play a contributory 
role in the smooth transaction o£ business 
before the Seventh Sumiit, ••• she came to. 
be recognised as••• a champion of the 
principles of peace and peaceful coexistence, 
a valiant opponent of colonialism and 
racism and a. powerful advocate of 
disarmament and development ·.46 

K.P. I1isra, n. 35, p. 16 • 

K.P. Misra, n. 42, P• 11. 

K • .P. Misra, n. 35, p • 27. 

Rasheeduddin Khan, . n. 13, P• 75· 
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In brief the Seventh Summit, under Indian 

chairmanship gave a ~ead for the rededication o£ the 

origin~ princip~es of the movement, by preservation 

of its independent character. And a~so under the 

~eadership o£ ~~e. Gandhi the movement got a 

hea~ing touch o£ reconciliation, which strengthened 

its unity and cohesion and provided dynamism and 

direction.47 

After the sad demise o:f r·1rs. Gandhi, Rajiv 

Gandhi became the new chairperson and continued 

India's e:fforts in guiding the movement in the right 

track. One of the major steps taken by him was the 

reasaertion of the six nation appeal in a refined 

fashion. It called for the curtailment o£ the 

arms race in the outer apace and implementation o:f 

the non-pro~i:feration of nuclear weapons• 

There had been vigorous attempts in focussing 

wor~d attention on the plight of Namibian people. An 

extraordinary meeting o:f the coordination bureau o:f 

non ~igned countries on the question of Namibia 

was conducted. It demanded the Security Counci~ to 

47• Ibid., P• 75· 
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take immediate steps to so~ve the issue. A number 

of meetings l-Tere conducted on Namibian issue in 

order to provide ample attention on it. The same 

way the question of Palestine was also given 

attention. 

Thus during India's Chairpersonship, there 

was remarkable success in mobilising l'lOrld opinion 

in favour of disarmament, ban on nuclear weapons, 

decolonisation etc. 

In evolving commoness and togetherness wnong 

the member states of NAN, India has succeeded to 

a great extent. It was this feeling of fraternity 

which Rajiv Gandhi stressed when he declared: 

We are drawn together by a shared view of 
the world. We come froo more than a 
hundred nations, but we be~ong to one 
common family. We want our family to live 
better, •• We want it to be not half affluent, 
half deprived, but to be vivified by a sense 
of equality ••• we want to live not·in fear but 
in freedom, not in shadow of war but in peace.

48 

48. Rajiv Gandhi, "Non-alignment in changing 
history: Statement at the opening o£ the 
eighth conference," Review o£ International 
Affairs, vol. XXXVII Sap 20 1986. no. 875, 
P• 32. 
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CHA1:'TER - II 

.N.AM AND HEW INTERNATIONAL .:&;CONOldC ORD.tiR 

In the post second WorLd War period, most of 

the deve..Lop.iug uoun1;r~es were freed. f'rom the 

curect political. d.omiuat~on of the co.lonia..L West. 

During co.lonial ru..L.e, these countr~es nau been 

structura.Ll.y integrated in the wor.ld capitalist 

system, and they were an integra.L par~ of the 

internationa-L uapitaList div~s~on of l.abour anu 

capital. Tney were used not only for the accumULation 

of capi~al, but also as terr~tories of raw 

material. and markets for finished manufactured 

products. And even after the acquis~ tion o:t' 

poli tica.L independelJ.ce, economic a.omination of the 

advanced capita.list countries persisted. This 

pattern of neo-co.LoniaL dependency, which is 

ma~ntained without direct political control is 

assured through financ~al and technology transfer by 

the deve~oped capitalist countries, to the newly 

liberated countries. ~n th~s k~nd of dominat~on, 

profit maxim~sation is the main motive of the 

developed capital~st nations, s~nce, terms of trade 

and market is d~rected. -by them ..i.n the~r own favour. 
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Th~s neo-co~on~a~ dependency ana unequa~ development 

of the Th~ra Wor~d countries is pr~dicated, as 

Rasheeduudin Khan points out: 

in an arrangement and set of policies generated 
by ttJ.e advanced industrial~zed ( erstwh~le 
co.Lon~al) powers :.Ln the contemporary glooa~ 
sett~.ug :.~.n wh~ch direct political-bureaucratic 
co~oni~:.~.sm has become obsolete and redunaant, 
but pros~ects for indirect techno-econumic 
colonial:.Lsm not o~y exist, but expand, due to 
the compu.Lsions of the economy of interdependence 
operating in a shrunKen worlu where the 
deve.Loped··a.nd deve.Loping have tp co-exist, even 
though in an unequ~ equation, and yet share 
certain common laywan covc:erns, at the national 
and international level. 

Various ins~itutions, which are under the 

control of the western capitalist power serves 

the in·terests of the ueo-col.onia~ plundering uf the 

Thi.rd world. li•.LF, World Ba:tlk:, Q.J:!)()lJ etc. , through 

its financial capita.L assistance to the developing 

nations compels them to be under the control. of 

world capital.ist market system and its global designso 

The International !Vlonetary System a.tJ.d its 

controlling institutions are st~l~ functioning 

according to the .brel..ten Wood decisions of 1944• 

.tVlNU 1 s also, wi l;h t.i:J.eir advet.nced techno.i...ogy aL:ld 

oapi tal. have w~d.eJ.y penetrateu d.eveJ.vping na1#ions ~-

1. Rasheeduduin Khan, "Non ~:.~.gnment: ~ead~ng 
the StruggJ.e", World Focus, Vul.o ~. No. 8, 
Aug 84 , p o 14 • 
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~hie has .. ~ed to the increaeine and wideni.ng gap 

"' between the deve1oped and the deve1oping nations.' 

This unequal positioning in the dependency 

system, brought t~e realisation among the Third 

wor1d countries that the o1d order hae to be 

changed and a new economic order has to be 

imp1emente~· In raising this demand for changing 

the o1d economic order, NAM has p1ayed a very 

i~1uentia1 ro1e. India was an active participant 

in these de1iberatione. Here, it is necessary to 

make an examination of the important NAM Summits 

in order to get an idea of NAM'e efforts in 

aotivising the demand for a new wor1d economic 

order. 

Though broader po1itica1 issues were in the 

forefront, the Be~grade conference proposed that 

•efforts ehou1d be made to remove economic 

imbalances inherited from co1onia1iem and 

imperia1iem." 3 It ca11ed for acoe1erated economic, 

2. See Girish Mishra, •Economic Imp1icatione 
TNCs P1ay Havoc; World rooue, August 1984 
PP• 18-21. 

3· Belgrade Conference Dec1aration, N4M pgcument, 
1 9 61 -79 , p • 6 • 
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industrial and agric~tural deve1opment to close 

the ever-wideninB gap in the standards of 1iving 

between the advanced and the 1eee deve1oped 

countries. The Conference also invited consideration 

of concerned countries to cal1 a meeting to diseuse 

the most effective measures to ensure internationa1 

social justice. 

In 1962, a Conference on the prob1ems of 

Economic Deve1opment was he1d in Cairo under the 

sponsorship of e1even countries incLuding India, in 

which thirty one countries participated as fu11 

members and five countries and six internationa1 

organisations participated with guest statue. This 

wae the first Conference of its kind ever he1d and 

the suggestions made by the Conference put forth 

many of the ideas which were to dominate later 

discussions regarding the restructuring of wor1d 

eoono~c order. 4 Ca11ing attention to the growing 

disparity in the standards of 1iving prevailing in 

different parts of the world, the Conference asked 

the deve1oping countries "to cooperate c1oae1y 

with a view to ensuring economic progress and 

4• Nitin Desai, •Non-a1ignment at the New 
Economic Order• in u.s. Bajpai ed., 
Non-4kignment Perspeotiyee 4Qd Prospects, 
New De1hi 198,, P• 179• 
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strengthening peace among nationa.n 5 

Thus, in 1962 UNCTAD (U.N. Conference on 

Trade and Deve~opment) came into being to conduct 

detai~ed discussions and negotiatio~s on 

international economic re1ations with North-South 

participation. Its first session was he1d in 

Geneva in June 1964. 

In the discussions the members from the 

South functioned ae a cohesive operatio~ force 

and came to be known as the Group of 77• Its 

permanent affi1iation with the U.N. general 

oounci1 provided UNCTAD the necessary institutiona1 

character for future activities. 

However, due to the non-cooperation of the 

deve~oped countries, the proposa1s of Group 77 

in the ~irst UNCTAD oou~d not get imp1emented._ The 

Cairo SUmmit which was he~d after two years in 

1964, assessed the situation with concern. It 

statedc 

5· Cairo Deo1aration of Deve1oping Countries, 
NAM Pocument, P• 15. 
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Whi~e the Geneva Conferences marks the first 
step in the evo~ution of a new internatio~ 
economic po~ioy for deve~opment and offers a 
sound basis for progress in the future, the 
results achieved were neither adequate for, 
nor commensurate with, the essential 6 
requirements of developing countries• 

Possibly, this ,could have prompted the Heads 

of States who attended the Cairo Conference to 

draw attention to the structure of world eoonomy 

and its institution. They noted that 

the structure of world economy and the 
existing international institutions of 
international trade and development have 
failed either to reduce the disparity in 
the per capita income of the peoples in the 
developing and deve~oped countries or to 
promote international action to rectify 
serious and growina imbalances between 
deve~oped and deve1opina oountries•7 

vSimi~ar~y, the Third NAM Summit Conference at 

Lusaka 'in 1970, also put emphasis on the structural. 

imbalances of world economic order• It declared 

that "the poverty of developing nations and the:l.r 

economic dePendence on those in aff~uent 

circumstances constitute a structural weakness in 

6. Cairo Conference 1964, N4M Pocuaent, P• 27. 

7• ~., P• 27. 
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present worLd eoonom1o order"• It is in this 

Summit that India had given the call for carrying 

out the unfinished .revo~ution of eradicating the 

remnants of oo~onia1ism• India &Leo insisted that 

a clear programme of action ought to be drawn 

8 
for that purpose. £ 

A new dimension had been attached to NAM's 

perception of world economy, when the Foreign 

Ministers' Conference of Non-A1igned countries he~d 

at George Town in 1972 condemned the imperialist 

forces as well as Trane-Ns.tiona:L companies for 

their economic plunder of Third World countries• 

'The Action Programme for Economic Cooperation• 

drafted by the George Town Conference in unequivocal 

voice eaida 

•••• imperialism continues to be the major 
obstacle in the way of developing countries 
and of the Non-A1igned countries in 
particu1ar to attaining atanaards of living. 
Consistent with the moat elementary norms 
of human dignity. Imperial.iem not onJ.y 
opposes the proposals made by the countries 
of the Third Wor~d but assumes a be~igerant 

e. Lusaka Summit, lfAM Document, P• 48. 
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thereto, eystematica~y attempts to undermine 
its soci&L, economic and po~itical structures 
in order to maintain economic co~onialism, 
dependence, and neo-co~onialism• •••••• In 
~ysins the prob~ems of economic deve~opment 
and po~itical independence, the Conference 
denounced the practices and activities of 
transnational corporations, some of which 
vio~ate the eovereienty of deve~oping 
countries• The Non-Aliened countries condemn 
such practices and activities of tranenationa1 
corporations which invariab~y impair the 

I 
p~~nciple of non-intervention and eelf-
de~ermination of the peoples, and at the same 
time make a call to the end that such 
activities be systematical~y denounced to 
world public opinion.9 

In the fourth ~it of NAM at Algiers, the 

attack on imperialist forces were more vehement. 

The Economic Declaration·of the Summit unveiled 

the new designs of erstwhile colonial forces. It 

stated: 

Colonialism and imperialism have not been 
able to withstand the vast movement for 
politioa:L liberation, for which the Ba.nduna 
Conference vas a historical turning point, 
but they have revised their methods in order 
to be ab~e to continue under some other 
auiee robbing the riches of the third wor~d, 
and they have secured markets and al1 
manner of prev~egee l8r their manufactured 
product and services• 

9· The Georgetown Declaration, NAN Pocueent, P• 76. 

10. Economic Declaration, Aleiers Conference, 
NA)J Docwaent, p. 98. 



•• 3n •• 

It demanded urgent steps for the restructuring 

of international moneta~~ system worked out at 

Bretton Woods on the ground that so far it served 

the purpose of the deve~oped countries only. 

Another major important feature of the Algiers 

Conference was that one of the items in the 'Action 

Frogramme of Economic Cooperation' opted for more 

11 
cooperation with the socialist b1ock. 

The conference also made a significant step 

by requesting the U.N. Secretary-General to convene 

a special session of the General Assemb~y exclusive~y 

devoted to prob~eme of development. The mounting 

p~essure from NAM countries was thus instrumental in 

oonveniD& the Sixth apeoi~ session of the U.N. 

General Counci~ to discuss exc1ueive1y the ieeues 

o~ economic matters. On 1st May, 1974, the General. 

Assembly adopted the Declaration and programme of 

action on the establishment of a New International 

Economic Order. The de~aration in cateaorioal 

terms stated 

11 • 1.W. ' p. 1 06. 
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It has proved impoeeib~e to achieve even 
and balanced deve1opment of the international 
community under the exietina international 
economic order. The gap between the 
deve1oped and the deve1oping countries 
continues to widen in a system which was 
eetab1ished at a time when meet of the 
existing deve1oping countries did not even 
exist as independent States and which 
perpetuates inequality.12 

Another prompt action taken by UN in response 

to the cal~ made by Non Aligned countries was the 

appointment of a eroup of eminent persons to 

examine the activities of Tranenationa1 companies. 

Significant1y, it was the Indian representative 

L.X. Jha who headed this group. The report of the 

eroup halped in focussing ~ide attention on the 

ro1e of ~ansnational. companies• 13 

In the next Conference of the Non-Aligned 

cGuntries held at Co1ombo, in 1976, mounting 

attack on the uncontro11ed and continuing p1under 

of Transnationa1 corporations was made. 

The economic dec1aration categorica11y stated 

that 

12. U.N. Press Re~eaee, May 1974, •neo1aration of 
N.I.E.O." para 1. 

13 • V • Gauri Sha.J:lkar, n Transna tiona.J. Corpora tiona. 
and Non-llignment•, :in x;p. Miera, ed.- ,. 
Non-A1ignment : Perspectives and Prospects, 
(New De1hi: Lancers Pub. 198~), pp.202-204• 
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nothing short of a complete restructuring 
of internatio~ economic relatione througn 
the establishment of the new international 
order wil1 place developing countries in a 
position to t~hieve an acceptable level of 
development. 

The Conference reasserted their determination 

to secure through collective action the mtablishment 

and implementation of the New Internatio~ 

Economic Order. In the Folitical Declaration it 

affirmed that 

the non-aligned pledgee themselves to make 
every effort, in association with other 
developing countries, to strive for 
international cooperation in the establishment 
of NIEO. Should they fail in their efforts, 
the responsibility for creating such a 
confrontation between the developed and the 
developing countries woUld ~all squarely on 
the developed world.15 

Another important assertion made by the 

summit was that the Non-Aligned movement was not 

at all becoming apolitical. Emphasising the 

For an account of the role of transnational 
corporations and the Third World in relation 
to NIEO, see Samir Amin, "After the New 
International Relatione", Bajpai, ed., 

nmen • r ct Pr 
(New Delhi: Lancers Pub, 1983 , PP• 202-204. 

14. Eoonomio Declaration, Colombo Summit, ~ 
Docugenta, P• 210. 

15. Political Declaration, Colombo SUmmit, BAH 
Document, P• 205. 
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indivisib1e 1ink between po1itice and economics, 

the conference noted that: 

••• it is erroneous to approach economic 
affaire in ieo1ation from po11tice .. • i'h.e 
increased importance given to economic 
affaire at non-aligned meetings does not 
~p1y acceptance of the view that the 
po1itioal aspects of internatio~ affairs 
should be 1eft to the rich and powerfu1 
states, whi1e poor and weak should main1y 
concern themse1vee with economic affairs. 
That view has to be regarded as pert of an 
imperialist strategy aimed at preserving 
an internationa1 order favourab1e to the 
rich and powerful••••• It is of supreme 
importance that the non-aligned, along with 
other deve1opinB nations, strive vieoroua1y 
for the estab1ishment of the New International 
Economic Order whioh would end exp1oitation 
o~ the weak and poor by the powerful. and 
rich.16 

The Havana Summit Conference of 1979 al.so 

stressed this point of the 1ink between po1itical 

and economic spheres. In exp1icit tone the 

po1itical declaration o~ the Conference stated 

that the contrast between the rich and poor nations 

meant in practice •the perpetuations of the o1d 

co1onia1 re1ations in their origina1 form or 

under various disguises or attempts at the 

16. Ibid., P• 204• 
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imposition of new re1ations of dependence and 

subjuga~ion.n 1 7 ~he Conference also adopted an 

Action Programme for economic cooperation among 

the member States and emphasised the strategy of 

co11ective ee1f-re1iance. 

The Seventh Summit which was he1d at New 

De1hi in 1983, took an ~recedented step in 

re1easing a specia1 message on the wor1d economic 

situation. This message was an addition to the 

e1aborate Eoonomic Dec1aration. It itse1f indicates 

the paramount importance given to the economic 

sphere by the non-aligned countries. The message 

said: 

Never before have the economic fortunes of 
the deve1oped and deve1oping nations been 
eo close1y linked together yet many rich 
nations of the wor1d are turning in the 
midst of this common crisis to the 
oatastrophic bilateralism of the 1920s 
and 1930s rather than to en1iehtened 
multi1ateralism. They still refuse to 
recogniee that the economic rivival of the 
North is simply not possible witnou~ the 
economic survival of the South. So1utione 18 in these problems must necessarily be globa1. 

17. Political Declaration, Havana Summit 1979, 
14M Pocument, P• 361. 

18. K.P. Miera, Non-4ligned Moyement - Ipdia'a 
Ch&irmonship, New Delhi, P• 23· 
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The Conference devised a paral1e1 approach 

of adopting urgent measures in areas of crucia1 

importance, such as money, finance, trade, food, 

energy etc. The other basic and f~ndamenta1 

prob1ems were to be dea1t in a later phase. 

Another important out1ine was that a appea1 to the 

socialist countries to active1y participate in the 

decision making processes of the international 

. i t. tut. 19 
econom~c ne ~ ~one. 

The Summit has given an added importance to 

the strategy of se1f re1iance. As a part of the 

acce1eration of South-South Cooperation five 

specific projects have been p1anneda the centre 

for Information on Transnationa1 Corporations 

which is to be set up at Havana; the centre fo~ 

Sc~ence &: Techno1ogy which 1.e to be estab1ished in 

New De1hi; the operation of the Non-A1igned 

So1idarity Fund; eetab1ishment of a project 

deve1opment faci1ity; and creation of the counoi1 

of producers• A&sociation. 20 

Another important event wae the re1easing of 

the expert Committee's report on Internationa1 

1 9 • l.W. ' p. 24 • 

20. l.ei9.•, P• 24 • 
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Monetary and Financial system. It suggested the 

convening of an international conference on 

money and development financing with universal 

t . . ti 21 par 1c1pa on. 

It can be discerned from this overview that 

the importance of economic sphere in the agenda 

of Non-A1igned movement has accentuated over a 

period of t~e. Initially, the non-aligned 

countries were demanding for a better treatment 

of developing countries by the developed ones• 

Later they demanded structural changes in the 

existing economic system itself. These demands 

got wider legitimacy and recognition when the 

U.N. General Assembly itself declared the adoption 

of the Declaration on the Establishment of the 

Nev International Economic Order. Centering 

around this formu1ation a direction has also been 

given by the U.N. in the form of the Charter of 

Boonomic Rights and Duties of States. In this 

process, Non-aligned movement functioned as a 

pressure group in the various platforms representing 

21. See for details- Augustin Papic, nThe future 
of the Internatio~ Monetary and Financial 
System•, Review of Intepnational A£faire, 
vel. 36, 1985, no. 835; PP• 4-7· 
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the deve1oping countries' interest. And, unlike 

in the case of hand1ing 'po~itica~ issues•, a 

c~i~te of consensus among the members preva~ed. 

This transformation of NAM into a powerful 

co~ective economic movement of the third wor~d 

countries bas attributed a new ~abe~ to NAM which 

was otherwise considered to be an organisation 

o~ new1y independent countries which intended to 

keep awa7 from the conf1icts and confrontations 

of the global powers. This new stature of the 

NAM is that of •global trade union of the have-not 

22 
states•. 

This has provided in fact a deeper. po~itical 

dimension to the movement - fight against colonialism 

in its new form. It is to be reca11ed that the 

Colombo Summit made it clear that by giving primary 

concern to economic affairs the movement is striving 

to provide real meaning to po1itica1 independence. 23 

It is this realisation of the interlinkage between 

economic rea1ity and po~itica1 rea1ity that which 

helpa the movement to grip with the present day 

22. Rasheeduddin Khan •Non-Alignments The context, 
dimensions and challenges•; in Rasheeduddin 
Khan (ed).1 fersp,otives On Non-Alignment, 
(New Delhi, 1981 , P• 3• 

23. See NAM Dogument, Co1ombo SUmmit, n. 14, pe204· 
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needs. As it is shown earlier the dec1arations 

of the movement repeated1y stressed the anti-

imperialist nature of this economic strugg1e. 

As Claude Ake perceives, the division between 

the deve1oped and deve1oping countries resembies 

the one between 'bourgeois and pro1etariat•a 

Internationa1 po1itics is increasing1y 
reflecting the importance of the contra­
diction between the bourgeois and the 
prc1etarian countries. As the contradiction 
has deepened, it has become po1iticised, 
and something similar to a c1ase strugg1e 
is taking p1ace.24 

It ie this po1iticisation which moves the 

Movement o1oser to the socia1iet countries• For 

instance, in the Algerian Conference there was a 

direct call for more cooperation with the socia1ist 

oountries. 25 The corresponding response from 

the soci~ist b1ock and their attempts into 

entering into an international dialogue on this 

24. C1aude Ake, feyo1utionerY pressure in Africa, 
fLondon 1978 P• 19. 

25. See, N4M Pocueent, •· 10. 
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iseue are indicative of the converging points 

. 26 
of ideas and programmes• 

Meanwhi~e, it is to be noted that in the 

deve~oped capitalist countries also there is 

mounting criticism against the existing pattern 

of economic re~ations. There is an influencing 

section o~ western scho1ars and specialists who 

recognise and support the.demand for a radical 

27 change in wor~d economic system. But how far 

does the deve~oped countries are wi~~ing to 

cooperate with the efforts in restructuring the 

present economy? The picture is not at &l~ 

encouragiJlB• ~he deve~oped countries had been 

continuou~y trying to b~ock the tran~ation of 

the programme inscribed in the U.N. dec~aration on 

New Internatio~ Economic Order into actu~ 

practice. 

26. The reeo~ution - 'Internatio~ economic 
security - put forward by soviet Union was 
approved by the 40th session of UN General. 
Asaemb~. ~he meaore.ndua given to the U.N. 
Gener~ Aasemb~y by the Soviet Govt. -
•internation~ economic security of States-
A major condition for the improvement of 
Internationa1 Economic Re~atione• - ~eo 
ref1eota the converging viewpoints of Soviet 
Union and NAM countries in internationa1 
economic re1ations. Y. Etinger, N4M H~etorz 
and. rta.1itxz 4 S:tud:t, (New De1hiJ AJ.J.ied Pub, 
19B7h P• 136. ALso see Maoief Peregynski and 
Jersy Prokopejak "Sooia1ist Community-Natural. 
A11y of Non-A1ianed countries," in Choidogin 
Ga1( (ed), Socia~iet Communitz and Non-&l~gnment 

New De~hi;~ied Pub 1979) PP• 41-53· 

27 • Bee, A.:Laeair MacBean and U • .N. Bal.asu· br ' . amenyam, 
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In order to avoid radical alterations, the 

developed countries adopt various tactics. They 

either refrain from result oriented negotiations or 

put up hurdles in the oourse of discussions. 

Besides, unwi11ing to admit the in-bui1t 

contradictions in the existing order, they cling 

to theories like 'cycle of stagnation' and 'Basic 

human needs'• They believe, that 

incremental reforms constitutes the preferred 
means to strengthen the evolving post-Bretton 
Woods international institutional order and 
the economic and po1it~§al relationships 
governed by that order 

In short, the developed countries are not ready 

~or any • structural changes", but onl.y :tor a structural 

adjustments•. 29 

It is this adament and unoonoiliatory 

approach of the Developed countries that has given 

Meeting the Third world Ch•l1engt, (London 
1976) P• 159 and L.K. Jha, •New Eoonomio 
Order•, World Pocus, vo1. 4, no. 4, April 
1983, P• 28. 

28. See Rasheeduddin Khan, "Behind the North­
South Dialogue: What impedes understanding -
C1aah of value system or clash of self­
interest? An Indian View• (in mimeograph) 
~rooeedings of a Conference, the Shastri 
Indo-Canadian Institute, University of 
Cal.gary, 1984. 

29. ~· 
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strategic importance and a new validity to the 

economic co-operation among deve~oping countries, 

i.'e. South-South 30 cooperation. The decades of 

strugg~e for the imp1ementation of the New 

International Economic Order has given a va~uab~e 

~esson that unless the South commands sufficient 

strength, the North-South dialogue co~d not out 

much ice. By proper handling of resources, ski~~s 

and market, the South co~d increase its economic 

potentiality and re~ianoe on North can be 

oonsiderab~y reduoed. 31 Thus the concept of 

oo~~ective se~f-re~iance has become a "cornerstone 

of the ph~oeopb7 of"economic independence of the 

South•. 32 

/Though India was an active participant in 

&L~ these NAM de~iberations, the specificity of 

India's ro~e has to be noted. Like in the ear~y 

atages33 where India promoted disarmament and 

30· v.a. Panchamukhi •South-South Cooperation 
and Economic Non-~ignment• Maingtreom 
March 9, 1985. 

31. For the prospects of South-South Cooperation 
See R.o. Dutt~ Se~f Re1iant Deve1opment and 
NAM• Beou~ar Democrac~, August 1986, 45-49• 

32. Sarita Ba1i, •Mu1tilateraLism' A Non-A1igned 
Perspective• 1 -Beou1ar ~emooraoY, August 1986, 
P• 66. . .... 

33· The need for a new internationaL order was 
manifested in semi~ form in the speeches of 
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wor1d. peace movement, during Mrs. Gandhi's 

chairpersonship, special efforts have been taken 

in projecting the eradication of economic inequality 

as one of the most important contemporary task of 

non-aligned movement. It was e~e who put forward 

the oft-repeated theme of the action programme 

to f~fi11 the 'unfinished revo1ution•. The fi11ip 

given to the economic sphere in the New De1hi 

Summit by the Indian proposal of co~ective se1f-

reliance is of great significance to non-aligned 

countries' future ro1e• 

With the realisation of the necessity of 

South-South cooperation India has taken initiative 

for cooperation in areas like science and technology, 

agriculture and other deve1opment aspects. Number 

of joint industrial ventures in various field 

were p1anned• Programmes 1ike ITEC, (Indian 

~echnical and Economic Cooperation}, SCAAP, 

{s.peci&l Commonwealth African Assistance Programme) 

Nehru as we~ in various Afro-Asian conferences• 
For instance in Bandung Conference Nehru made 
an appropriate argument that is still reJ.eva.nt. 
He said in the economic field co-operation 
between the countries shou1d be much as to 
encompass a11 aspects of deve16pment. Jawahar1al 
Nehru, *n4ia'e foreign po1icY, Se1ected 
speeches Sep-1946 - Apri1 1961 -New De1hi 
1961. PP• 274-275• 
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were introduced for mutual assistance in 

scientific fie1d. 34 India is also taking 

interest in the deve1opment of African countries 

through its participation in ££rio~ deve1opment 

p1ana. It has taken interest in Africa fund to 

s.peed up the recovery of African economy. 

Moreover India has increased cooperation with 

the neighbouring countries• Nepal and Bhutan are 

the major recipients of bi1ateral trade. 

According to the scheme countries 1ike Bane1adeah 

and Ma1dives are also provided assistance. 

34· Narendra P. Jain, "South-South Cooperation," 
Seo~or DemocracY,.Jan-Feb, 1986 P• 
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CHAgTER - III 

INDIA AND DISARMAMENT 

Wor1d is heading towards a tragic situation 

where human surviva1 may become impossib1e• It 

is due to the uncertainty created by the excessive 

mi1itarisation o~ nations• Past experiences -

destruction of 1i~e in two Wor1d Wars, and other 

innumerab1e ware fought between countries, and 

above a11, the nuo1ear ho1ocaust in Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki - have ~ai1ed to open the human eye 

reaarding the su~~ering and pain in a war situation. 

Arms race is sti11 continuing and countries are 

inteaai~ying their capacity for extermination• 

The gravity of the situation can be gauged 

from the ~o11owing account: (a) A mi1itary budget 

o~ S66o,ooo,ooo,ooo ~or the wor1d in one year; 

(b) a stookpi1e of over 50,000 nuo1ear weapons; 

(c) 25 mi11ion men and women under arms; (d) 1 

b~ion peop1e 1iving under mi1itary governments; 

and (e) more than a mi11ion civi1ian deaths in 

oonventiona1 wars since II Wor1d War. 1 

1. Cited in K.P. Misraa "De1hi Summit and After"; 
Reyiew o~ Intern&tiopel 4f~airs (Ee1grade) 
no.855, vo1.36, November 1985, p.11. 
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This arms race traps the deve1oping countries 

in a worst situations. The deve1oping nations are 

forced to spent their resources for getting arms 

from the deve1oped nations. Seriousness of the 

situation is evident from the fact that 91e9% during 

the year 1979-83 of arms exports to the deve1oping 

wor1d ie from six deve1oped countries. Thus it is 

the deve1oped countries, who are the beneficiaries 

2 
in this process of arms export. 

This high expenditure for rampant mi1itarisation, 

if used otherwise cou1d a11eviate the pathetic 

condition of mi11ions of peop1e in the wor1d. As 

Wi11y Brandt Commission pointed out in its Report: 

a) The mi1itary expenditure of on1y ha1f-a-day 
wou1d suffice to finance the whole ma1aria 
eradication programme of the Wor1d Health 
Organisation; 

b) A modern tank coste about one mi11ion 
do11are; that amount cou1d improve storage 
faci1ities for 1,00,000 tone of rice and 
~h~s eave 4,000 tone or more annua11y; one 
person can 1ive on just over a pound of 
rice a day. The same sum of money oou1d 
provide 1,000 c1aes rooms for 30,000 
chlldren; 

o) For the price of one jet fighter p1ane (200 
mi11ion US do11are) one cou1d set up about 
40,000 vi11age pharmacies; 

2. K. SUbrabmanyam, "Security: The Arms Transfer 
Trap", Wor1d Focus, vo1.5, no.a, Aug. 1984, p.23. 
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d) Also one-half of one percent of one-year's 
wor~d mi~itary expenditure would pay for. 
a~~ the farm equipment needed to increase 
food production and approach ee~f-sufficiency 
in food deficit Third World countries by 
1990.3 

In this backgro~d, as it is pointed out by 

Ambaesodor Garcia Roblee in hie Nobe~ Prize acceptance 

speech, it is evident that •the time has come to 

seek security in diearmament".4 Therefore, it is 

imperative to strengthen wor~d peace movements and 

disarmament efforts to assure global development. 

In it, the po~itical will of the Non-aligned countries 

in general, and India in particular have made wide 

contribution. 

Since from an early stage India had been trying 

to put forth disarmament as one of ita major areas 

of concern in foreign policy. The Indian position 

on disarmament was very much ref~ected in the 

Bandung Conference in 1955, The final. communique 

of the Conference noted& 

w. Brandt, North South; t Programme for SUryiya1, 
(London& Pan Books( 1981 , p.14. 

Acceptance Speech by Ambansodor Alfonso Garcia 
Roblee, Permanent Representative of Mexico to 
the Committee on Disarmament, Os~o, 10 December 
1982, (Stockho~m: Nobel Foundation, 1982). 
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disarmament and the prohibition of production 
ex~erimentation and use of nuc1ear and 
thermonuc1ear weapons of war are imperative 
to eave mankind and civilization from the 
fear and the prospect of who1eea1e 
deatruction.5 

It e.l.so dec1ared that "freedom a.nd peace e.re 

interdependent and universal disarmament is e.n 
6 

abeo1ute necessity for the preservation of peace"• 

The Conference made the appee.l that a11 the 

concerned parties must take necessary steps for 

the regulation, 1imitation and contro1 of armed 

forces and armaments. The participants e.t the 

conference took the reeponsibi1ity of bringing 

about reduction of armaments and the e1imination 

of nuc1ear weapons through the United Nations 

acting as an internationa1 forum. 

In 1957 India expressed its grave concern over 

the continued development and production of nuc1ear 

and thermo-nuclear weapons of maee destruction 

through a Lok Sabha reeo1ution. The reeo1ution 

5• A• Appadorai, Select Documents op India's 
foreign golicY apd Re+ations, 1947-1972, vol.II 

Oxford, New Yorks Oxford University Preas, 
1985), P•550e 

6. ~·• P•550. 
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expressed regret on the apathy of the nuclear weapons 

producing countries such ae the United States, the 

Soviet Union and the United Kingdom.7 During the 

discussions Nehru said that for India, 

the questions of disarmament is more 
important than any other problem, internal 
and external, natio~ or international, 
because it is a national problem, apart 
from being an international one. The whole 
future survival. of India. and every;~ Indian 
depends on it.8 

India's voice against the armament eso&Lation 

in the international arena was expressed in various 

international forums. It wae at the instance of 

India that for the first time the issue of nuclear 

tests was inscribed in the agenda of U.N. GeneraJ. 

.A.ssemb1y.9 v.x. Krishna. Menon, in an U.N. Session 

suggested an international inspection body on 

disarmament to go into the production of nuclear 

weapons of mass destruction in the countries where 

there existed nuclear p1ants. 10 The destructive 

8o Qtd. in A•K• Chopra; •India's urgency of 
Disarmament•, Journe1 of Rol. Studieg 1 vol.XV, 
no.1, Feb. 1982, P•32• 

9• T.T. Pou1ose, •India and Disarmament•, 
Internstiona+ Studies, vo1.18, no.1, Jan-March 
1979, p.385. 

10. Appadorai, n.s, p.569. 
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weapons, India considered, even if not used, remain 

a potential source of threat to peace since it could 

be used at any time. Hence India considered that 

the total e1imination of weapons of destruction was 

the on1y suitab1e way out from a nuclear ho1ocaust. 

In 1960 India had sponsored a draft reso1ution 

1 1 with e1even other countries, on the question of 

general and oomp1ete disarmament at the United 

Nations. The draft reso1ution said that among other 

things, •general and oomp1ete disarmament should 

reeu1t in a wor1d in which the method of war for 

the so1ution of internationa1 prob1ems and the con-

tinued existence of al1 the instruments and machinery 

of war should stand e1iminated•.
12 

The definition and scope of •general and 

comp1ete disarmament• was eo wide as to inc1udea 

a) the e1imination of armed forces and armaments 

and of armament production; 

b) the tota1 prohibition of the manufacture, 

maintenance and use of nuc1ear and thermo-

11. Other countries are, Burma, Combodia, Oey1on, 
Indonesia, Iraq, Morocco, Nepal, United Arab 
Repub1ic, Venezue1a and Yugoe1avia, see ~bid., 
p.621. 

12. Draft reso1ution introduced in the UN on 
15 November 1960, i2!S•t p.622. 



•• 50 •• 

nuc~ear weapons and of bacterio1ogical and 

chemical weapons of war; 

c) the e~imination of al1 equipment and faci1ities 

for the de~ivery, the p1acement and the 

operation of al1 weapons of mass destruction 

within nationa1 territories and of a1~ foreign 

mi1itary bases and ~aunching sites of al1 

13 categories• 

The ear1y Indian efforts against atmoepheric 

nuc1ear weapons tests got wide acc1amation and 

recognition by eminent scientists and inte11ectuals 

1ike Bertrand Russe11, A1bert Einstein, regarding 

Indian efforts. 14 

vln the Balgrade Conference of 1961; even though 

the emphasis of the other participants was on anti-

co~oni~1sm, it was India which had given priority 

to nuc1ear threat and disarmament. 15 Ref~ecting 

on the new reality that c1asaical co1onia1ism is 

passed, the then Indian ~rime Minister Nehru cal1ed 

13. Ibid, 

15. Rasheeduddin Khan, •India and the Non-A1igned 
Movement , Satish Kumar ed., in Year Book on 
India's Foreign Po~icy (New De1hi 1984), p.ao. 
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tor a proper perspective in giving priorities to 

issues. He argued: 

Firat things must come first and nothing 
is more more important or baa more priority 
than this wor~d situation of war and peace. 
Everything e~ae, however vital to us - and 
other things are vital to us - has a 
secondary p~ace.16 

This was taken in the proper spirit by the Conference. 

Dec~aration number 1'5 stated that 

disarmament is an imperative need and the 
moat urgent task of mankind. A radical 
eo~ution of this prob~em, which has become 
an urBent necessity in the present state of 
armament ••• can be achieved o~y by means 
of a general, comp~ete at strict1y and 

17 
internatio~~Y contro11ed disarmament. 

The conference also requested the U.N. to convene 

a wor1d conference on disarmament. 

Thereafter disarmament and peacefu1 coexietenoe 

became the central theme in the Non-a1igned 

Government's agenda. The Second Conference he1d at 

Cairo in 1964, decided to recommend that the U.N. 

General Assemb1y shou1d adopt a special dec1aration 

on the princip~ea of peacefu1 coexistence. The 

16. Qtd. in ibid~ 

17• B6lgrade Conference, NAM Pocqment, p.6. 
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Lusaka Conference of 1970 made it very clear that 

the ending of arms race followed by universal dis-

armament is very much part of the Non-aligned 

movements• objective. The Conference welcomed the 
- 18 

designation of the 1970s as the "Disarmament Decade"• 

At the Fourth Conference in Algeria 1973 and 

Fifth Conference in Colombo 1976, the importance of 

disarmament and world peace was reetreseed. 

The Sixth Conference of Non-aligned countries 

at Havanna in 1979 accorded special attention to the 

problem of disarmament. The urgent need for the 

prooess of genuine disarmament was realised and it 

was declared that 

\ 

The problem of guarantees for the security of 
non-nuclear weapon countries has a speci~ 
place in this process• The non-aligned countries 
do not accept euaranteee that amount to taking 
shelter under one or another nuclear umbrella, 
instead they believe that the most effective 
guarantee of security for the non-nuclear 
countries is nuclear disarmament and prohibition 
of the use of nuclear weapons.19 

16. Lusaka Conference, N4M Document, PP•57-58e 

19. Branko Brankovic, 8 The Sixth Conference and 
Disarmament", Reyigw 2f Internatione1 Affaira, 
no.710, 5 November 1979, P•7• 



•• 5~ •• 

windia's deep concern of disarmament was 

ref~ected in the Seventh Summit which was he1d at 

New De~hi in 1983. The great·priority that India 

attached to disarmament is c1ear from the draft 

which India out1ined and presented prior to the 

New De1hi Summit. The priorities in the first draft 

(1) peace, i.e. to deter the confrontation 

between the United States and the Soviet 

Union; 

(2) to deve1op a common strategy to face the 

economic crisis; 

(3) to engaee in bi1atera1 discussions to de~ 

with speoia1 situations of oonf~iot such as 

~a1estine and West Asia.
20 

Linking disarmament with the very existence of 

human race, the po1itica1 deo1aration stated that 

the greatest peri~ facing the wor1d today is 
the threat to the surviva~ of mankind from a 
nuc1ear war. Disarmament, in particu1ar, 
nuc1ear disarmament, is no 1onger a mora121 
issue; it is an issue of human survival. 

20. A•W• Singham and Shir~ey Rune, •The Non­
A1igned Movement from Havanna to New De~hi•, 
Man and peve~opment, vo~.5, no.1, March 1983, 
p.1o1. 

21. Seventh Summit, Po1itical Dec1aration, para 28. 
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I>1rs. Gandhi in her inaugural. speech in the 

Summit said that "the drive for peace is universal 

even within countries which tehmselves produce 
22 

nuclear weapons and in those where they are deplored". 

She underlined linkages of "development, Independence, 

Disarmament and peace", without which she implied 

there co~d be no peace in the wor1d. 23 She pointed 

out that it is on1y by diverting resources that 

which is used for armament to developmental purposes, 

progress can be achieved. 

India went a step ahead in May 1984 when 

Mrs• Gandhi issued a six nation appeal on nuclear 

disarmament together with leaders of Argentina, 

Mexico, Sweden, Greece, Tanzania 1 ~he main objective 

of the appeal to the two global powers, United States 

and the Soviet Union is to •create a world free 

from the shadow of nuclear war•. It a1eo invited 

member States of the United Nations to "have a 

commitment to take constructive action to"tTards halting 

22. Indira Gandhi, Inaugural Address to the seventh 
Non-Aligned Summit, 7 March 1983, New Delhi, 
in Niranjan M. Xhilhani, Rea1itiee of Indian 
Foreign Policy, (New Delhi& ABC Publishing 
House, 1984), pe183• 

23. Ibid., p.182. 
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24 
and reversing the nuclear arms race"• This bold 

initiative on India.' e eide~.ie .a major contribution 

in ita own way to expressing India's as well aa world 

opinion against the unLimited arms race. 

This appeal was again reiterated in the Five 

Continental Six Nations Summit on Peace and Nuclear 

Disarmament he.J.d at New Delhi January 1985, convened 

by Rajiv Gandhi. 25 The new version of the appeal, 

known as the New Delhi Declaration, called for an 

immediate oeaeing of the arms race in outer space 

and an early conclusion of a comprehensive nuclear 

weapon treaty. The declaration called for parallel 

measures to transfer the resources currently wasted 

in military expenditure to social and economic 

development. The Declaration also called for 

accelerating the U.N. efforts in thie regard. It 

appealed to the people, parliaments and governments 

wor~d over to lend forceful support for the above 

cause. These new efforte got wide acclamation from 

~ over the world. 

24• Rasheeduddin Khan, ne15, p.81. 

25. Ibid, 
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Even though India is a spokesman and an active 

participant for disarmament in various international 

forums, India had to face criticisms for its nuclear 

options. Keeping in view the present day reality 

India considered nuclear technology ~a a prerequisite 

for non-nuclear nations, for "nuclear technology is 

the technology of the future and is likely to become 

the most crucial and potent instrument of economic 

26 
development and social progress·• 

The narrowness of such perception overlQoks 

the main principles of India's foreign policy, peace 

and disarmament and development. India's consistent 

advocacy of disarmament is entirely bypassed by 

narrow linking of India's nuclear policy and Chinese 

27 
nuclear threat. India consistently denied that 

26. Azim Husain, member of the Indian delegation to 
the United Nations, on 14th May 1968, on non­
proliferation of nuclear weapons, in AoAppadorai 
n.~, p.651. 

27o The Hindu in ita issue of 2 June 1970 said "few 
informed people in India pursue a real Chinese 
threat but the very proximity and enormity of 
Chinese power leave no alternative for India 
except to go in for an adequate nuclear deter­
rent of ita own and it is onLy a question o~ 
time before India is obliged to enter the race 
by the aheer.force of circumstances"• Qtd. in 
Bhabani Sen Gupta1 Nyolear Weapons? Policy 

Optiose for India \New Delhi: Sage Publication, 
1983), P•3• 
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it had any p1an to go nuo1ear. Mrs. Gandhi said that 

underground nuc1ear exp1osione were abeo1ute1y 

essentia1 to the deve1opment of nuc1ear energy for 

peaceful purposes and were therefore an integra1 part 

28 
of India's deve1opment programme• Even JawaharLa1 

Nehru foresaw India's determination to go ahead in 

the task of exploiting atomic energy. He said: 

The subject is natura11y one which excites 
the ~agination of everyone, and there is a 
fee1ing that in this matter at least we 
shou1d not 1ag behind, •••••• I can say 
nothing more about it than that we have no 
intention of lagging behind, in eo far as 
our resources permit.29 

India a1waye made a o1ear and sharp distinction 

between nuo1ear weapons and nuc1ear techno1ogy for 

peacefu1 purposes• There was no 1et up or shift in 

India's foreign po1icy on disarmament even when the 

country was determined to pursue and explore the 

possibility of harnessing the peacefu1 usee of nuc1ear 

energy, in spite of innumerab1e obstacles created 

by the gang of nuclear powers. 

A significant shift in India's disarmament 

28. Bhabani Sen Gupta, ~-~ PP•4-5• 

29. Jawaharla1 Nehru, "Our Atomic Energy Resources•, 
in reply to debate on demands of the Atomic 
Energy Department, Lok Sabha, 24 July 1959, 
Jawa4arla1 Nehru's Beeeches, vol.III, March 
1953 - August 1957• 
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strategy first manifested itself in the country's 

stand on nuclear non-pro~iferation Treaty (NPT). 

India and the non-aligned members of the eighteen 

nation disarmament committee agreed that proliferation 

was indeed dangerous and it is in order to deal with 

nuclear proliferation they insisted that the treaty 

should contain a provision to curb both vertical 

and horizontal proliferation. But the unpreparedness 

of the nuclear weapon countries to concede to the 

demands of smaller countries without nuclear 

technology or weapons strengthened India's suspicions 

about disarmament. Moreover the discriminatory 

clauses in the nuclear non-proliferation treaty 

divided the world into two5 the haves with nuclear 

power and technology and have nota without these 

techno~ogioal advantages. 30 

It is in this context of the divided opinion 

about the monopoly of nuo~ear technology that India's 

disarmament policy is to be seen. 31 The historic 

Pokharan explosion in May 1974 was in no way an 

abberant in India's policy on disarmament. It·was 

rather the continuation of a policy consistently 

30. T.T. Poulose, n.9, pp.386-7• 

31. For details see, Azim Hussain, ne26, ppe646-47• 
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advocated right from the 1960s• 

Even before the Pokharan explosion Mrs. Gandhi 

expressed her plans for India harnessing atomic 

energy. She said in Lok Sabha on 15 November 1972 

0 The atomic energy commission is constantly reviewing 

the progress in the technology of underground nuclear 

explosions. The Commission is studying the 

conditions under which peacef~ nuclear explosions 

carried out, underground could be of economic benefits 

32 
to India without causing environment hazards"• 

In 1973 as well Mrs. Gandhi reiterated India's 

deep resolve to conduct peaceful nuclear explosions. 

In the Rajya Sabha she made the ptbrint that. 

the economic value of such underground 
explosions is being studied with respect to 
available information in the various parts 
of the country. Its possible effects and 
the environmental and ecological conditions 
are also being studied. It is only after 
satisfactory to all these problems are· 
available that the question of aotual under­
ground test for peaceful purposes can be 
considered· .33 

It ie clear from the two statements of Mrs. Gandhi 

the.t the purpose of nuclear technology is meant for 

peaceful economic purposes. And there is no 

32• India, Lok Sabha Debates, 15 November 1972 
pp.125-6. 

33• India, RajYA S&bh& Debates, 15 November 1973, 
P•413• 
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~orality invo1ved in such peaceful nuc1ear exp1o-

sion. 

The under1ying theme of India's forei~n po1icy 

remains the overal1 development of national interests 

with equal emphasis on peace and deve1opment, 

eingu1ar idea1s of Jawahar1a1 Nehru, which were 

given an enormous thrust by po1icies of Indira Gandhi• 

India under her strongly believed that peace and 

development are indivisib1e and are the preconditions 

of progress of humanity. Emphasi·s was pl.a.ced on 

these two goa1s in the context of the exca.l.ating 

arms race. India. considered not hypothetioal.l.y that 

international. conf1iots and disputes which are 

accompanied by a.:t·r.us .r.:C:I.ce a.re much more l.ike1y to 

reeul.t in war than those in which an arms race does 

not occur. It assumed rea1istica1l.y that inter­

na.tiona1 tensions due to arms race 1ea.de to conf1ict 

and war. Therefore, it demanded not merely arms 

contro1 of weapons of mass destruction but demanded 

a tota1 disarmament. The Indian stand on disarmament 

has been dul.y endorsed by countries of the NAM at 

De1hi Summit in 1983 is a c1ear confirmation of 

India's unequivocal commitment to disarmament and 

by its committed po1icy, InJia contributes richly 

to the disarmament process in a coordinated way 

with the NAM. 
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Q~TEB.- IV 

CONTRIBUTION OJ!' NEHRU TO NON-ALIGN!IIENT 

The significance and streneth of India's 

foreign policy lies in the fact that it is orientea 

towards the broader outlook of maintaining development 

of the country's interest and pursuing peace in the 

world. The twin goals of development and peace eo 

deeply rooted in the historical conditions of India 

were evolved slowly and consistently by Jawaharlal 

Nehru. As a towering representative of the Indian 

National Congress and a strong and committed anti-

colonialist, Nehru evolved a Congress foreign policy 

from 1920s onwards, (the preparation for eventual 

independence of the country) best suited to India's 

conditions and interest, as a struggling country. 

The perspective and policy that he evolved and 

developed over these formative years formed a 

'- ' 

precursor to the future policy of non-alignment, when 

India became independent. 

The essence of non-~ignment is that it 

"represents a protest movement against multiple 

patterns of domination and hegemony, against 

dependence, 11 satelli tism", and 'heo-colonia.l.ism". 1 

1 • Rasheeduddin Khan, "Non-Al.ignment:The Context, 
Dimensions, and Chal1engee 11

, in Ra.sheeduddin Khan, 
(ed), P r active on Non- i nme t (New Delhi: 
Kalamkar Frakashan P. Ltd., 1981 , P• 4· 
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It may be added that "ae a ba.:cga.ining counter within 

the United Nations system and in the North-South 

dialogue, the non-aligned countries constitute a 

2 
sort of' "global trade-union" of the "he,ve not states 11

, 

and for this reason Rasheeduddin Khan calls the 

movement of' non-alignment as 11 the movement o£ new 

alignment 11 .3 As he poiuts out the change of' 

nomenclature is predicted upon the fact that non-

alignment 11 is more an alignment than a non-alignment, 

a positive affirmation rather than a negative 

withdrawal, a norm setter of international politics 

rather than a deviant from the norm, a challenge 

rather than a response. It has helped to destroy 

'old' alignments based on power, and create 'new' 
. 4 

alignments based on peace, proeress and prosperity". 

The major objectives that the formerly 

constituted non-aligned movement have come to possess, 

were clearly stated by Nehru, and the views expressed 

by him on peace, development, disarmament and other 

related issues are still relevant. A study of' 

2. ~-. 

3• ~., P• 20. 

4• Ibid., P• 21. 
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Nehru's ideas on peace and development which arc 

integral to India's foreign policy and are also a 

bed rock of non-alignment reveal how far hie 

views are still relevant to our contemporary times• 

In the followine pages a conceptual understanding 

of Nehru on Horld issues such e.s peace and disarmament, 

development and co-operation e~ong the third world 

countries is discussed. A proper study and ane~ysis 

of Nehru's views on these aspects is called for, for 

many misconceptions surround India's foreign policy 

and its relation to the non-aligned movement. 

For his contribution_ and systematisation of the 

concept of non-alignment, Nehru has rightly heen 

described as a philosopher of India's foreign policy. 

In the words of one of his biographers "in no other 

state does one man dominate foreign policy as dot-s 

Nehru in India• Indeed so overwhelming is his 

influence that India's policy has come to mean in the 

mind of people everywhere the personal policy of 

:Pandit Hehru. And justifiably so for Nehru is the 

philosopher, the architect, ~e engineer and the voice 

of hie country's policy towards the outside vl0rld 11 .5 

5 • !1iohael. l3recher •. _Nehru: A Fol.i ticaJ. BiograPh.y 
(London, 1~~9), P• 564. 
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In recent years new studies have come on the 

personnlit;;,r attributes of the individuals engaeed in 

foreign decision making process• The personality 

traits of leaders are classified under two categories: 

6 
"aggressiveness" and "conciliatory" character. 

-· . 

'Aggressiveness is identified vri th those leaders -v1ho 

are 11 high in need ±'or power, lo\v in conceptual. 

compl.exity_, distrustful of others, nationalistic and 

l.ikely to believe that they have some control over 

events in which they~e involved." 7 On the other 

hand those who are conciliatory leaders are 11 high in 

need for affiliations high in conceptual complexity. 

Trustful of others low in nationo.J.ism and likely to 

exhibit a little belief in them and in their ovrn 

8 
ability to control the events"• 

Interestingly the study of Hermann includes the 

period of Nehru and his foreien policy. Specific 

attributes of leaders influence foreign decision 

making process in terms of national interest as well 

as o£ the overall. progress among nations in the worl.d. 

6. Margaret G· Hermann, "Explaining Foreign ?olicy 
Behaviour, :E'ersonal Characteristics of ?olitical 
Leaders", in ~nternation~ Quarterly, vol. 24, 
no. 1, March 1980, PP• 8-9· 

7• Ibid., PP• 8-10. 

8. Ibid. 
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Nehru is classified under the broader frrunework 

of participatory democracy. This enables us to 

a~yse and understand Nehru's contribution to non­

alignment in historical pers~ective. 9 Nehru had a 

high conceptual understanding of international 

developments; was trustful of the third world 

leaders in their capacity as the prominent leaders 

of their respective countries; encouraged among 

them a sense of unity among the nations; created a 

climate of understanding based on mutual trust and 

co-operation, and at the same time his efforts were 

directed towards bringinl$ the super powers to the 

negotiation table to thrash out the differences 

towards maintaining peace and towards eliminating 

arms race. To see Nehru on these lines in broader 

historical perspective the concept of participatory 

democracy in foreign affairs becon1es a sophisticated 

tool of ~~alysis. 

Nehru as an international democrat had a wider 

vision of peace and progress in the world. Though 

it is not possible to know what transpired in the 

inner circles of diplomats and to read what is the 

reaction of the diplomatic circles in poiicy making 

9• Ibid., PP• 8-9· 
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process. It is assumed that the public pronouncements 

and foreign policy decisions oi' Nehru az·e taken to 

mean to refer to his decisive influence in foreign 

policy matters. Based on his correspondence, officie~ 

statements end interviews the study of.Nehru and his 

foreign policy can be constructed. 

Non-alignment has been discussed in depth in 

scholarly journals and standard l-!Orks. The concept 

has eluded precise d e:fi:ui tions and ideological 

orientations. The scholars engaged in the study of 

t'lhat is called, in the words of Leo r,!ates; a 

"phenomenon11 10 of non-aJ.igrunent he.ve given defini tiona 

t'lhich inform national policies of individual 

t 
. 11 

coun r~es. ~hat is to say, the definitions of 

non-alignment are in terms of national interest and 

national sec~1ity which are considered to be a 

cornerstone of non-alignment. 

mh 1 't • 12 • e ear y wr~ ~ngs have not focused on 

configurations of the "phenomenon" of non-alignment 

10. Leo 1-iates, Nonalignment: Theory end Current 
Policy (Belgrade, 1972), ~· 9• 

11. Adi H. Doctor, "Nehru's Foreign Policy: A 
RevieH";, in V.T. Patill, ed., ~tudies on Nehru 
(New Delhi: Sterling Publishers, 1987), PP• 148-9. 

12 • A. Appadorai, ••Non-Alignment: Some Important 
Issue':' .. , in K.P. Misra, ed., Non-AJ.ignment, 
Front~ers and Dyne~ics (New Delhi, 1962), 
PP• 3-11; and Bimal Prasad, 11 Historical Background 
of Non-Alignm nt•• · K p · e • ~n ~· • M~sra ed Ib'd 
PP• 12-14. ' ., ~·, 
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in their impact on the rner:1ber countries of' non-

alignment as l'lell as on the t\'lO military blocs led 

by the Soviet Union and the United States o£ 

k~erica. Many scholars have seen non-alicnment as 

t . . l" 13 a part of third Horld coun·r~es f'ore~gn po ~cy. 

Some have been seen non-alignment as a third world 

a.lliance. 14 Non-alignment is meant to re£er to a 

set o:f principles which govern national sovereignty 

and national interest, at the same time it is meant 

to ayoid the domination o£ big powers. Moreover 

they have seen non-alignment as the product of 

Nehru's :fertile mind in the Indian context though 

they made passing re£erence to Nehru's advocacy of 

the interest o:f the third world countries - in Asia, 

in the X·liddle East o.nd in Africa. 

Nehru's role in the makine of non-aligned 

movement has been seen in a chain o£ continuum 

of' events only £rom the 1950s to the 1960s, that is 

the fif'teen years period in v1hich the traces o£ 

13 • Leo I•iates, Op. Cit., no. 10, pp. 9-10. 

14. A criticism o£ the 'label' is given by K.P. 
Misra, in his article "Towards Understanding 
Non-alignment", in K.P. l\7isra, ed., 
n. 12, PP• 23-27. 
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. 15 
non-al.1gnrnent are seen. The early \'tri tinge in 

general have discussed the main features of non-

alignment in terms of its relevance to the progress 

of India, and in its terms of its imperative need.to 

steer clear o:f the influences of the military blocs. 

This is a simplification oi.' the principles of' non-

alignment and reducing it to the level onl.y India's 

foreign policy. However in recent times the role of 

Nehru in the formulation and crystallisation of' the 

principles of non-alignment has been recognized. 

Thus in the words of Rashecduddin Khan 

there has been no~., a great realisation of 
India's early contribution in providing 
initial stability and direction to HAI'-1, 
especially the creative role that the 
architect of the foreign policy Jawaharlal 
Nehru had played as the precursor (1947-55), 
progenitor (1956-61) and pioneer (1961-64) 
of the non-aligned movement thereby committing 
the largest nel·rly liberated developing 
country with an active democratic policy and 
expanding industrial base, to the global. task 
of building a decolonieed vrorld of equ~e 
with shared goals for common f'eature .16 

This means that the role of Nehru should be seen 

in three stages: the period of evolution, that of 

A• .A,ppadorai, n. 12, P• 5· 

16. Ra.sheeduddin Khan, "Nehru's Vision of Peace 
and Security", in 1·1J!,inetree.m, vol. 25, no. 19, 
January 1987, P• 35. 
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po~icy formu~ation and that of non-alignment. 

Though these three are inter~inked the specificity 

of each period is discussed separate~y. Attention 

is paid to the contribution o£ Nehru and to the 

overa1~ deve~opment of the concept of non-alignment. 

Though India is taken as the object of study the 

general view of Nehru is seen in a broader perspective 

as a representative of the intereet of the countries 

of Asia, Africa, Latin America. 

Period of Evo~ution 

The inchoate beginning of India's foreign po~icy 

started in 1921 with the reso~ution on foreign policy 

adopted by the All India Congress Committee at its 

Delhi meeting on 4 and 5 November 1921. The resolution 

stated that the activities of colonial Indian 

government regarding its external activities -

mobilizing resources for imperial wa.r purpose. and 

thereby expansionism - did not have the approval of 

the Indian people. 17 Jawaharlal Nehru on beha~f of 

the Indian National Congress participated in the 

Congress of Oppressed Nationalities at Brussels in 

Bimal Prasad, The Origins of Indian Foreign 
Policy (Calcutta, 1962), PP• 71-72• 
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February 1927 which helped him in giving a nevr 

orientation to India's perception of world forces. 

Nehru's participation in the Brussel's CongresG of 

Oppressed Nationalities and his experience with the 

League of Nations in subsequent years ·inspired common 

outlook, and regular contacts, >-lith many leaders of 

the dependent peoples and countries economically 

dominated by foreign powers. Nehru developed 

interest in the nationalist movements of Dut:Ch East 

18 
Indies, French Indo-China and the Middle East. 

Vii th its sta:z.~ting point in the association of the 

Indian National Congress with the Brussels Congress, 

the anti-imperialist and pan-Asiatic drive o:f this 

phase :formed a basic factor in Nehru's thinking. In 

the annual Congress session held in 19;56, Nehru 

empaasized the importance o:f understanding on the 

Indian situation in the context of world setting. He 

said: 

I am convinced that there is :intimate connection 
between world events, and our national problems 
is but a part.· ~f the l·TOrJ.c problems o:f capitalist 
imperialism. 19 

18. Deva Narain ~1ellik, evelo ment of Non- i nment 
in India's Foreign Folicy Allahabad: Chaitanya 
Fublishing House, 1967), P• 7• 

Qtd. in Bimal. Prasad, , n. 1 2, p. 1 6. 
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V"" The ~nd1an National Congress, whose pr1ncipal 

spokesman in the realm of foreign po~1cy ana 

in~erna~io~ re~atione wae Jawahar~ai Nehru, passed 

resolution in 1939 at the Haripura Session, which 

stated •India was resolved to maintain friendly 

and cooperative relatione with all nations and 

avoid entanglements in military and similar al1ianoe 

which tend to divide up the world into rival groupe 

20 
and thus endanger wor~d peace.• X.P. Miera ~inds 

21 
in this resolution the genesis of non-alignment. 

But as Rasheeduddin Kh~ right1y points out as an 

impulse and an idea, non-alignment is rooted in the 

ethos of world politics that developed as a 

consequence of the great collapse of the hegemony of 

the West European imperialist system after World 

War II.
22 

In faot it was immediately after the end 

of World War II in the wake of the crystallisation 

o~ bipolarity that Jawaharlal Nehru soon after 

assuming oharge of the foreign affaire portfolio in 

the interim government of India made a statement on 

7 September 1946 "which is probably the first more 

x:.p. Miera, _ n. 12, P• 25. 

21. ~., P• 26. 

22. Rasheeduddin Khan, n. 5, P• 4• 
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or ~ess o1ear enunciation of the po1icy that has since 

deve1oped into the concept of non-a1ignment•.
23 

He 

stressed the perusa1 of an independent po~icy for 

India regarding its relations to great powers and 

ex~ended whole-hearted co-operation towards the U.N. 

He saida 

We shall take full part in international 
conferences as a free nation with our own 
polioy and not merely as a satellite of 
another nations. We hope to develop C1ose 
direct contacts with other nations and to 
co-operate with them in the furtherance of 
world peace and freedom. We propose, as 
far as poasib1e to keep away from the power 
politics of groupe, aligned against one 
another. We believe that peace and freedom 
are indivisibl.e and the denial of freedom 
anywhere must endanger freedom elsewhere 
and 1eaa 1;o c.;,,n£1ict anct war. we are 
particu1ar~y interested in the emancipation 
of colonial and dependent countries and 
peop~es, and in the recognition in theory 
and practice of equal opportunities for all 
races•••••We seek no domination over others 
and we claim no privileged position over 
other people. But we do c1aim equal and 
honourab1e treatment for our people wherever 
the7 may go, and we cannot accept any 
discrimination against them. The world, in 
spite of its riva1ries and hatreds and 
inner conflicts, moves inevitably towards 
closer cooperation and building up of a 
world Commonwealth. It is for this one 

23. ~·, P• 10. 
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world that free India will work, a world in 
which there is the free cooperation of free 
peoples,

2
!nd no class or group exploits 

another. 

In this statement we can find so many, policies which 

constitute the bed-rock of India's foreign policy. 

These include avoidance of power pol1tics of groups 

aligned against one another; the eman1cipation of 

dependent countries and peoples; equal opportunities 

for all races; repudiation of racialism; and closer 

cooperation and building of a world commonwealth. In 

the same statement the indivisibility of the 

concept of peace and freedom is emphasised, which 

after about thirty seven years of India's foreign 

policy was rei~erated by Indira Gandhi in 1983. 

Later, addressing a press conference, Nehru made it 

o~ear that "India will follow an independent policy, 

keeping away from the power pol1tics of groups 

aligned a~ainet one another". 25 

Nehru's public statements and declarations on 

India's independent foreign policy based on self-

24• Jawaharlal Nehru, India's Foreign FoliCYI 
Selected Speeches, (New.Delhi, 1971), P• 2. 

25. ln4ian Jnnuo1 Register, 1946, vol. 2, P• 252. 
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reliance are analogous to those of leaders of the 

Third World countries. Most of the countries in 

the post World War II, and in the cold war period 

evolved policies of their own which wae a species 

of non-alignment with the m~~1tary biocs• Their 

independent pursuit of foreign policies was a 

prerequisite for their own national proeresso St1~~ 

they did not evolve a forme1 policy of their own, 

nor did they give shape to what they thoug~t about 

their relatione to the m111tary powere. 

After India's independence, in the Constituent 

Assembly, Nehru ~&iterated India's evolving po~1cy 

26 of non-~1gnment. On the one bend the official 

recognition of People's Repub~ic of China, and on 

the other Nehru's visit to the United States of 

America, were the important events which followed in 

this period. In this early stage of Indian foreign 

policy Nehru gave •a lead and a sense of direction 

to the movement of cooperation among the many 

countries which were not aligned and which wanted 

to strengthen the fight for defence and extension 

of freedom in Asia and Africa". 27 .lt is to be noted 

2~. ~head~d4in Khan, "~na~a and the Non-aligned 
Movement•, in Satish Kumar, ed., IearboJk oa 
lpdia's loreign Po~~ (New Del~, 1984 • 

,.. 

2.7 • X.P. Karunake.ran, ,%he :PheBQmeno'Lo;f Nehru 
(New Delhi, 1979), PP• 56-57• 
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speciaLLy that Nehru tried to expose the American 

p1oy of posing 'communism· vs anti-communism' as 

the main issue confronting Asian politics. On 

the contrary he stated that it is th~ issue of 

'colonialism vs anti-oolonialiem•,
28 

which is a 

major factor of internation~ politics. 

Interestingly, Soviet Union and other Socialist 

countries were also suspicious of India's posture 

towards external political issue. This situation 

continued more or lees till 1955· Ironically, this 

was a period when Washington under the influence 

o£ MoCarthyism, called Nehru as a 'Commie• 29 and 

Kremlin oa.lled him as a "running• dog of American 

Imperialiam. 30 But the anti-imperia1ist position 

taken by India in both the Korean War and Suez 

Crisis, he~ped the socialist bloc to evaluate and 

oh~~ their perception. 

~eriod of Policy Formu1ation 

It is at Bandung 1955 that a clear out 

policy of coexistence emerged among Asian and 

28. Leo Mates, ... · n. 10, P• 85 • 

29. N.v.K. Murthy, •Third World Problema and 
American Perceptions•, ~ainetream, 
Annual 1986, P• 63. 

30· T.T. Po~ose, "India and Disarmament•, 
International Stud;ee, vol. 18, no. 1, 
J anuary-Maroh 1 979 , p. 384. . 



•• 76 •• 

African countries. The Bandung Conference of 29 

Asian and African countries was held in the period 

of intense block confrontation and India took a leading 

role in the promot~on of an operational po~ioy of 

coexistence, npanchashee1 which became the bed rook 

of the eventual expansion of the non-a~igned powers, 

constituting the now famous third wor1d".
31 

Tne 

ten principles of Bandung Conference basically 

expressed the wishes of participant countries to 

provide opportunities for a11 countries of the world 

to develop in peace, independence and full national 

sovereignty without foreign threat and interference.
32 

31• Rasheeduddin Khan, no.1, P•7• 

32. Theee~ten principles are& The respect for human 
rights in agreement with the UNO CharterJ the 
principle of sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of a11 nations and states; the 
principle of equality of a11 races and nations, 
regardless of their population; the principle 
of non-intervention and non-interference with 
internal affaire of other countries; the right 
of every nation to defend its freedom and 
independence in agreement with UNO Charter, 
avoidance of membership in military organi~ations 
threatening the interest of other countries; 
the principle of avoiding aggression and threa~ 
by aggression in international relationship; 
the solution of conflicts by peaceful means; 
peaceful co-operation and common actions 
directed towards common human interests; respect 
for international justice and international 
obligations••• Ivo Sarajcic, "Non-Alignmen~, 
Independence and National Interests•, in 
X.P. Misra and K.R. Narayanan, eda., Non-A1ign­
m nt in Cont m orar Int rnationa1 Relation 

New Delhi& Vikae ~ub1ishing House, 1981 , p.82. 
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The historic significance of Bandung Conference 

can be grasped in the words of Nehru himself who 

said: 

Bandung proclaimed political emergence in 
world affaire of over half of the world 
population. It presented no unfriendly 
challenge or hostility to any one but pro­
claimed a new and rich contribution. 
Happily the contribution is not by way of 
threat of the creation of blocs. Bandung 
proclaimed to the world the capacity of 
the new nations of ~sia and Africa for 
practioal idealism. 3 

However, his advocacy of the principles of 

Bandung Conference was not unreserved• He had 

basic disagreement with some member countries who 

souaht to bring under the label of colonialism, even 

certain liberated sovereign countries which come 

under the Warsaw Pact. 34 Nehru sought to avoid this 

controversy which obviously reflected the projection 

of Cold War affiliations. 

Nehru extended unequivocal support to anti-

colonial forces and projected the idea of peaceful 

coexistence of all nations. He declared that domi-

33• Jawaharlal Nehru, ne24, P•279• 

34• ~., P•276• 
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nation through force in global politics has to be 

prevented and the progress of the world must be 

based on peaceful coexistence. He saidc 

we raise our voice against domination and 
coloni~ism for which many of us have suffered 
for so long. And that is why we have to be 
very careful to see that n~ other form of 
domination comes to our way. We want to be 
friends to the West and friends to the East and 
:friends to everybody. The onJ.y approach to the 
mind and spirit of Asia is the approach of 
~iberation and :friendship and co-operation and 
not the approach of aggressivenese•35 

The first oonorete step towfl.rds bulldiner up the non-

aligned movement was the Brioni Conference of 1956 

in which Nehru, Nasser and Tito came together to 

diseuse various problems confronted by the newly 

liberated countries. They expressed the necessity 

of an approach of co-operation among nations. They 

said that peace cannot be achieved through division, 

but by working for collective security on the world 

ac~e and by expanding the region of freedom as well 

as by termination of the domination of one country 

over another. 36 
The tri-partite~oonference put 

35• !RiS•t P•271• 

36. B·D• Muni, •Non-~ignment and National Security• 
in R. Khan, ed., Prespectives on Non-Aligpment 
(New Delhi, 1981), p.133• 



•• 79 •• 

forward the idea of further organized consu1tation 

amons the non-aligned countries• 

Nehru, however, did not consider the coming 

together of sma11 nations as a "third force". 37 

In hie view a •third force• implied the military 

bloo as an alternative reaction to two mi1itary 

blooe. But he recognized the fact that countries 

of similar way of thinking should come "close 

together, should confer together", 38 and he felt 

these countries "should joint1y function in the 

. 39 
United Nations or elsewhere"• 

While categorically stating that undoubtedly 

Indian po1icy is •un-aligned' and •un-committed' to 

military blocs, he made it a point that it is a 

positive concept, and that it is neither negative 

nor passive, since it is •committed to• various 

policies, various urges, ~nd various p;inciples. 40 

37• Jawaharlal Nehru, n.24, P•78. For a refutation 
of the concept of 'Third World Alliance•, see 
K.P. Miera, n.12, pe36e 

38. Jawaharlal Nehru, n.24, P•78• 

39• Ibid. 

40. Rasheeduddin Khan, n.16, P• 39• 
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Feriod of Non-4li&nment 

Despite Nehru's initia1
41 

hesitation, Nehru 

a1ong with Nasser and Tito provided active guidance 

in giving shape to the formal institutional and 

ideological structure of non-aligned movement at 

Belgrade in 1961. The first Summit of the non-aligned 

CQ~ries was attended by 25 fu11 memebers and 3 

observers, representing continents of Asia, Africa 

and Latin America. The starting point of the move­

ment was made •from which the influence of the voice 

of the non-aliened nations has become a significant 

factor in world affairsn. 42 The final declaration 

of the Summit was an attempt to underline the 

elements of non-alignment into a set of fundamental 

norms, whereby the credentials of nations claiming 

to be non-aligned could be measured. 

In the First Summit, Nehru assertee that the 

era of classical colonialism is over and the present 

danger is that of war. Therefore, he argued first 

priority to be given to world peace. Addressing 

the conference Nehru said: 

41• ~., PP•38-39• 

42. Qtd. in ~· 
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The whole course of history of the last 
few years has shown a growing opinion 

spread in favour of the concept of non­
alignment. Why? 
Because it was in tune with the course of 
events; it was in tune with the thinking of 
the vast numbers of people••• because they 
hungered passionately for peace.43 

Nehru had shown remarkable statesmanship during the 

Belgrade Conference in briging out consensus among 

various leaders and making the Summit a success• 

However, a year after the Belgrade Conference, 

India faced its "greatest danger to its own non-

aligned policy" when the border tension with China 

culminated into a direct mi1itary conflict. 44 This 

was the time when the Western bloc was wishfully 

thinking that India would be compelled to give up 

ita non-aLignment posture and ideological 1eaninga.45 

44• Peter Lyon "The Non-Aligned Movement", in u.s. 
Bajpai, ed., Non-jlignment& Perspective apQ 
Prospgctg {New De1his Lancer Pub., 1985), p.30. 

45 • For instance the lfishf'ul thinking is expl.icitly 
expressed in the fol.l.owing assumption made by 
the then u.s. under secretary, Georg Balla 

During the l.ate 1950s and early 1960s 
we watched with misgiving the emer&ence 
of an increasingly powerful. neutralist 
bloc among the lees developed nations 
with Nehru as its prophet. But in the 
f~ of 1962, Peking foray over the 
mountain barriers threw the Indian 
Government into a panic. The pieties 
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As A.K. Damodaran correct~y pointe out, in this 

crucial juncture, Nehru saved the essence of non-

~ignment by maintaining the caref~~Y cu~tivated 

re~ationship with the Soviet Union and not by 

entering into an ideo~ogical warfare· with Communist 

China.
46 

In one of hie last reflections on NAM, Nehru said: 

Non-Alignment has become summary description 
of this po~icy of friendship towards all 
nations, uncompromised by adherence to any 
m~itary pacta ••• essentially non-alignment 
is freedom of action which is a part of 
independence••• ~on-alignment is now an 
integr&L part of the internatio~ pattern 
and wide~y conceded to be a comprehensible 
and legitimate policy, partic~ar1y for the 
emergent Afro-Asian statee.n47 

~o sum up in ~aying the foundation of a new world 

vision for the third wor1d, 48 non-aligned movement 

45• of neutr~ism were forgotten in the 
frantic effort to seek military aid 
from the Soviet Union, and the United 
Btatee and Great Britai~. 

Cited in Ashwani K.Ray, •The Two Worlds• and 
•Non-Alignment• in R.Khan, ed., no.1, P• 

46. A•K• Damodaran, •India and Non-Alignment", in 
X.P. Misra, ed., n.12, p.207• 

47• Jawahar1al Nehru, •changing India•, Foreign 
Affaira (New York), J.pri1 196,3, P•407. 

48. Raeheeduddin Khan observes that •Nehru's most 
oonspiouous impact on the course of history 
Indian, Asian and g~obal is probably as a system 
builder". Rasheeduddin Khan, •way Nehru 
Remains Relevant", Mainstream, Nov.1982, P•7• 
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i·e the major contribution made by Nehru• 

A p~atform for the third wor~d was thus assured. 

Its bargaining capacity, activities·and organisa­

tionaL structures have undergone drastic change 

from the ear~y period. But the Nehruian vision 

sti~~ remains va1id. He brought to the forefront 

the supreme urgency of wor~d peace and avoidance 

of war. By denying passive neutrality and by 

strengthening oreative and constructive but not 

unoritioal association with socia1iet nations 

Nehru had provided a progressive ideo1ogical 

orientation to the non-ali~ent movement. It was 

the capacity of understanding the ~inkage between 

national and internationa1 po~itics that he~ped 

Nehru and ~ike minded ~eaders of the new1y ~iberated 

countries, ~ike Nasser, Tito, Sukarno and Nkruma 

.to cqme together and to foster the idea of non­

~ignment. 
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QHitPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

Though NAM had found ita institutionalized 

expression on1y in the sixties, Inqia had been 

projecting non-alignment as ita wor1dview from 

an ear~y stage. In the super power dominated 

g1obal po1itics, it was a natural manifestation 

of India's exter~ out1ook, because the concept 

of non-alignment was we11 in tune with Indian 

ethos and va1ues• 

An overview of India's association with the 

movement c1ear1y shows that India's main concern 

has been to strengthen the unity of, and so1idarity 

among the member states. When membership increased, 

there occured conf1icts and disputes within the 

movement itee1f, due to the varying ideo1ogica~ 

orientations of the individua1 states. India 

tactfuL1y tried to shift the attention from 

conf1icting bi1ateral issues to broader e1obal 

issues on which consensus cou1d be bui~t. 

And at a time when the theory of 'the crisis 

of non-alignment•, which c1aimed that the po~icy 

of non-alignment has become obso1ete and ineffective, 
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was gaining ground, India took the saving 

mission of conducting the seventh Summit of NAM. 

India had shown remarkab~e maturity in evo~ving 

consensus among member states whi~e dealing with 

such de~ioate issues 1ike Afghanistan, Kampuchea 

etc. The seventh Summit was a great success 

since it provided a revitalised image to the 

movement. Under the leadership of Mrs. Gandhi, 

the movement raised a powerf~ voice against 

economic exp1oitation of the Third Wor1d. Realising 

the linkage between disarmament and deve1opment a 

six nation initiative in disarmament was undertaken, 

a1so on India's prompting. 

Owing to the demise of Mrs. Gandhi, Rajiv 

Gandhi undertook the reeponsibi~ity of the 

chairmanship of NAM. He effioient1y provided 

effective leadership to India's efforts in 

strengthening the movement. Appeal of the Five 

ContinentaL Six nations for Peace and Disarmament, 

once again emphasised the need for curtai~ment 

of arms race anu ban on nuc1ear armaments. Vigorous 

efforts were made on the question of Namibia and 

Palestine, intented to mobilise world opinion and 

to pressurise the concerned parties. 
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Extending active attention and concern to 

the economic relatione ie a major development 

in the evo1ution of the movement of non-a1igned 

countries• Though there had been appeals from 

various platforms of NAM and other Third World 

gatherings in the past, it was in the seventies 

that the pressing demand for a restructuring of 

the existing economic order got a wider and 

sympathetic attention. 

India, under the leadership of Mrs. Gandhi, 

was in the frontline in advocating the need for 

a new economic order. In world platforms, in the 

United Nations and ita agencies, and especially 

in UNCTAD, she accused the developed countries for 

maintaining unequal terms of trade with developing 

countries• · India was in the vanguard of the 

Third World countries collective endeavour to 

guarantee a better dealing for them by the 

industrialised nations• At the same time, India 

insisted that the member countries should increase 

their volume of trade among themselves and work 

on the principle of ~~9peration and self-reliance. 

India has taken initiatives in this regard by 

extending help in diverse fields to the Third World 

countries. 
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In the New Delhi SUmmit, 1983, India along 

with other NAM countries stressed the need for 

taking drastic steps to steer the world economy 

away from the present crisis and called for 

radical structural changes in the internation~ 

monetary system. 

By shifting the focus on the economic problem, 

NAM has taken a great step in its growth ae the 

platform of the ~hird World countries. And, 

the contribution of India in this regard is a 

significant one. 

Disarmament is another area where NAM had 

succeeded in bringing up the global opinion in 

favour of peace and peaceful co-existence. Her$ 

also India had played a prominent role in shaping 

NAM's position. No wonder, since from ita 

independence peace and disarmament have been 

constant themes in Indian foreign policy. ~hrough 

various proposals and resolutions India 

consistently emphasised in a number of gatherings 

the uraent need for disarmament and complete ban 

on nuclear weapons. 
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In the first Summit of the non-aligned 

countries, India made disarmament as a mjor 

item on the agenda• It advocated immediate curb 

on both vertioal and horizQntal pro~iferati~n of 

weapons especial~y nuc~ear weapons. India had 

been critical o£ the deve~oping countries for 

their co~osal investment on armaments• Highlighting 

the ~inkage between disarmament and deve~opment, 

India advocated that it ie only through cutting 

the expenditure on armament that progress and 

peace cou1d be achieved. India made enthusiastic 

ef~orts in making NAM the most powerfu1 p1atform 

for mobi1ising pub~ic opinion against arms race 

and war. And, these efforts had not been a 

fai~ure. As Mrs. Gandhi rightly c~aimed the 

NAM has been "history's biggest peace movement". 

Eventhough India is criticised for its nuc~ear 

option, it has repudiated these criticism by ita 

consistent stand that nuc1ear power is used only for 

peacefu1 purposes. 

Nehru's behaviour and performance in the 

Asian, African and other g1obal p1atforms c1ear1y 

reveals his pere~ity as that of a true democrat 

who was coneistent1y fighting for the equal status 
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of the new1y 1iberated countries and sympathising 

and supporting those who were fiehting for 

their national cause. At the same time, he had 

a wider vision of peace and deve1opment of the 

wor1d. 

His ro1e in giving stabi~ity and direction 

to non-alignment can be c~assified into three 

stages as a precursor (1961-64), a progenitor 

(1956-66) and a pioneer (1961-64). Consequent1y 

based on these c1assification his contribution 

cou1d be 1inked to hree periods - evo1ution, 

formu1ation and crystalization of the movement of 

non-alianment. 

In the first period, as the representative 

of the I~dian Nationa1 Congress he participated 

in the Brusse1s Conference of the oppressed 

nationalities• It he1ped Nehru to deve1op pan­

Asian and African fee1ings for the common cause 

of independence and deve1opment, and to advocate 

for more co-operation and so1idarity among the 

Afro-Asian peop1e to achieve their aspired goals 

through oo11eotive and peaoefu1 endeavours. 
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In the poet Second World War period, the 

newly independent nations in the Third World 

were facing the unbearable challenge in sustaining 

their individual statue in the new international 

order. It was in this context that Nehru as 

the leader of the independent India engaged in 

building the foundation of the non-alignment 

movement. Through platforms like Asian Relatione 

Conference, Bandung Conference etc., Nehru gave 

concrete expression to Indian policy of anti­

colonialism, peaoefu1 co-existence, fight against 

apartheid and for Third World solidarity. He 

made it clear that India is striving not for 

creating new power blocks in the already polarised 

world but to maximise the possibilities for 

promoting elobal peace and progress. 

When the Non Aligned countries· fo~y 

launched the movement, Nehru as the founding father, 

had shown great statesmanship in providing the 

correct guidelines and orientation. He stressed 

the point that the movement is intented neither 

as a third force nor as a passive one. He portrayed 

it as a positive movement with positive 

programmes. He also brought to the forefront 
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the necessity for putting up disarmament as a 

major goal in the action programme of the movement. 

Thus the wider scope and aims of Non-Alignment 

Movement got a concrete definition due to the 

great vieion of Jawahar~a~ Nehru. 

To sum it up, India has contribu~ed conorete~y 

over the decades in the coneo~idation and streng­

thening of NAM ae a g~obal forum of the new~y 

1iberated countries, committed to the five basic 

taek of deco~onization, deve~opment, detente, 

disarmament and democratisation of international 

organieation. 
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