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PREfACE 

-In keeping with the profundity of ancient 

Indian philosophy, the stte~a of yo~• spoke of the 

world being a single falllily - Vasudaivo Kutuabekam, 

they said. In our own times, however, we axe witiW •• 

to an era in which the world is becoming a 'single 

family' of an altogether different sort. It is one 

that accrues largely because of the infor•eti.on

caamunication revolution. We era living, to use a 

cliche, in a •global village• run by •global 

corporations•. 

The existing inf'om ation end communication 

order provides the institutional basis fbr the 
infomation-communication ravolutian. It ·ha a sucked 

into its vortex the remotest zegiona of tt. world and 

has bent time in its stride. 

All is not wellt however, with the said orderJ 

indeed it is rent with severe crises. Its operations 

inevitably favours the develo.-d industrialised 
~-~ 

countri•• of the world and seriously imperUas tha 
polity, economy and and sac ie ty of the de val oping 

nations. It i.e Pall wonder than that the developing 

nation a want the existing informat ion•cOitmunication 

o~er to be dismantled. In its pla~e, they a•ek the 

establishment of a democratic infar.etian-cqmmunication 

order. Hence, tha demand for a New World lnforaation 

and Coamunication Order (NWICD). 
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The demand has not found favour with ell, though, 
and naturally so. The Western indus trialiaad countries 

who derive umpteen bene fit a fmm the axis ting informa

tion-communication order do not want their "golden 
goose" to be done away with. They have the1ttfore hit 
back, accusing the protagonists of NWICO of harbouring 

ul tariar aotives. 

Apparentiy, the~ is a need far critical analysis 
of the demand. It is felt that a holistic study, chargad 

with an analysis of tha whole gamut of the issues 

involved, can do justice to such an endeavour. This ia 

what this dia .. r-tation seeks to do. Thereby, it ia 

hoped, a case can ba mada for a NWICO. 

The dissertation starts with a briaf pdaantation 
of tha problem. iaginning with tha infor.atian-eommuni

eation ·revolution. it tracaa the odgina of tha existing 

info~ation-communication order and then goaa on to 
analyaa the criaia end tha complaints against it. This 

is followed by an explanation of what ,. NWICO is supposed 

to be, and rounded off by an explication of the methodo

logical issues. 

The nex~ chapter exaainaa- the iraquitiea of the 
present inforraation-connaunication order. It D in this 

context thet the. role of the tranens tional corporations 
and the massive monopoly of the Western industrialised 

countries are laid bars. In eo doing• a aadicum o~ 
light has been thrown on the poor posi-tion of the 

developing countries. 
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The third cbapt•r diacusaea tt. hideous dimeneiona 

of, the ongoing infomation-communic at ion order - tha 
values it _propagates, the dependency structure that it 

propa up and the harm it doe a to tha polity, econ0111y and 
society of the developing nations. 

This is followld by a chapter which Slalyses the 

iMpediments in tha establishment of a NWICO and in this 

context discus ass the weaknesses of the developing 

nations and the counter-aff'llnsive launched by tha indua

trielieed countries against the demand of the developing 

nations. 

The conclusive section eummarisas tha major find

ings of this dissertation, presents the perspective that 

infona it and seta out a blue-print fbr action, in the 

fora of pco•andationa. 

In ths course o., mp work I have banked upon the 

halp and co-operation rendemd to as by saveral .-ople. 

My supexoviaor, Prof. Rashaaduddin Khan, brought to bear 

with me his .-erudite acholarsh ip and rich a xpe rience. 

Indeed, because of his inspiration and encouragemsnt I 

have had plaasura in working for this dissertation. His 

a'tfort waa supplemented by that o., the 'faculty members 

of my Centra who ware kind enalJlh to help •• whenever 
I appzoeched thli11. My teak w~s also l'!lade easier by media 
axparta. partieu~arly Shri Nikhil Chakravartty, 
Shri N.L. Chawla and Shri P.K. Bandyopadhyayl who took 

time off their busy schedule to help me in various ways. 

The staff of the Jawaharlal Nehru University Central 

Library, the Indian Institute at Maaa Communication Library 
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tha Indian Council of World Affairs library and the 
American Center library, helped me very eagerly in 

collecting relevant data. Mr. B. Thulasidharan 

contributed hia aha :ttt of help by typing out a couple 

of drafts of this dissertation in record time. 

My 'friends, both at JNU and outside, did their very 

best for •• and even chipped in with unaolicited help. 

The me111bers of my family we~ magnanimous in sustaining 

•• during the period of my research with both moral and 

material supportJ they, in fact, made my endeavour 

seea their very own. To all of them I am highly 

beholden. The errors and misjudgements that r•main, 

if any, however are my own and I alone am responsible 

for them. 

Placer JNU, N~w Delhi 

Dated& 21 JULY 1986 
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Chapter- I 

PROBLEMATI QUE : ISSUES AND RAMIF'IC AT IONS 

·( I ) 

The Information and Communication Revolution: 

The dialectics of civilizational life has unfol.lled 

in our epoch yet another revolution - the pervasive 

and interlinked inforiJIStion and communication re volu

tion. In its wide sweep, it has given rise to a 

calculus of life and society and a new matrix of 

global relations, that is breath-takingly different 

from that obtaining even at the beginning of this 

otherwise cataclysmic century. The process, though, 

started decades back, is still unfolding, and continues 

to gain momentum. 

Scholars and analysts have tivan various epithets 

to describe and designate the society wa live in. 

Marshall Mcluhan calls it a "global village", with tha 

future, posited on circuit technology, promising to be 

an "information megalopolis"• Zbigniew Brzezinski 

labels it •• a "technetronic" society in which tachnologyJ 
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and electronics shapes a society 'a culture • psychology, 

and economy. Daniel Ball among others, speaks of a 

•post-industrial" society raarked by the rise and pre

el11inence of the tertiary sector, which is the information 

aector, over the priaary i.e., agricultural and the 

secondary i.e., industrial sectors. f"or f"rit z Machlup, 
1 contemporary aociety is marked by a "knowledge economy". 

Thera are, besides, many others, including the Japanese • 

who prefer the term "information society". Whatever be 

tha epithat, ana thing is clear, they all acknowledge 

the sweeping technological developments that hav• 

catapul tad the information and coMmunication system to 

the centre stage of global developments. 

As of now, we have at our disposal technical 

capability to handle and process info:rmation at anormoua 

speed and econoMically, in tems of a coherent systeM 

1 f"or details sea Marshall Mcluhan, Understanding Madia 
(london,1964)J also Marshall Mcluhan and Quentin 
f"iora, Ihe M!dium is the Massage (Harmondworth, 1967) J 
Zibgniew Brzezinski, Between Two Ages : America's 
Role irt the Technetronic Era (New Yqrk,197D)J 
Daniel Bell, The Coming o., Post-Industrial Socie tv 
(London,1974); and f"ritz Maehlup, Th• Production 
and Dlstribu;ion of Knawl!dge in the United States 
(Princaton,1 62). 
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using signals. Simultaneously, we also witness 
2 phenomenal advances in space technology. 

The triad o~ revolution in micro-electronics, 

comp~~ers and telecommunications - utilised for 

' acquisition, processing, storage and dissemination of' 

vocal, pictorial, textual and· numerical infomation 

a:e the new celebrities in the field. In the field of 

computers, we- had the first generation computers, based 

·on vacuum tube, in 1950• Eight years later came the 

second generation of transistorised computers. In 

1966 was built the thud generation of computers, based 

on "chips". And in 1973, the ~ourth generation, baaed 

on complex chips ._ each chip holding an e quivalant of 

110ra than a thousand vacuum tubas - came into being. 

Thereafter, the third and the fourth generation of 

computers. have undergone considerable sophistication 
. . . 3 

and miniaturisation. What is more, the costs are 

2~ R. Sadananda, •tnips, Computers and Information 
Technology", link (New Delhi), 26 January 1 984, 
p .122. . 

3 W .s. Titus, •of Pearls and Peanuts", · Eaatern 
Economist (New Delhi), vol.73, no.1, 6 July 1979, 
p.19. 
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coming down with each passing day. Soon we will 

herald the fifth generation of computers designed to 

realise, what is called, "artificial intelligence". 

In the telecommunications field we have fiber 

optics which can carry 20,000,000 bits per second or 

even higher with broadband cerrie·rs. The cost of 

transmission, thanks to satellite channels, ie going 

-down at the rata of 40 per cent every ya ar. The 

increasing eepacities and dee.reeaing costs ailow various 

opportunities for date transmission, graphic trana-

1'11issian, picture transmission, ,pictuxe telephone, 

etc. 4 

Silicon ba•ed micro-electronics has made 

communication today all the more easier. we also have 

robotics, word proc.easora, etc., which are displacing 

human labourJ and videos,· cable televisions, etc., 

which hav• become •entertainment gurus'. Simultaneously, 

the development of software is increasing by leapa and 

4 Sadananda. n.2, p.123. 
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bounds. Besides, whet is significant is that there is 

a discernible process of convergence and integration of 

once disparate technologies - for exampl.e, between 

computing technology and date communi£etion facilities. 

We have even technology for blocking communication 

through el.ectron.ic channels. In a way, technolog.v has 

acquired a self-generating momentum of its oWl, bending 

time and space in its stride. 5 Those who toy with the 

appalling prospects of a nuclear holocaust, maintain 

that the deciding bettles of future wars will be fought 

nat on earth but in space,- the so called 'star wars', 

based on the control of the communications media and of 
·-'~ 

6 survelllance b.v satellite. 

s. According to Sola Pool there have been four 
communications revolutions sa far: the first was 
the invention of writing some five thousand years 
agoJ the second was the invention of printing 
500 years ago; the third, about a century-and-a
half ago, was the symbolization of messages by 
e].ectro-megnetic force instead of by marks 
inscribed on a flat sheet; and tha fourth, occuring 
in our own time, is the computer nvalution - for 
tha f'irst time, thanks to digital logic, messages 
may be modified or even created in the machine. 

( lthial de Sola Pool• "The Cul tum of Electronic 
Print", Daedalus {Massachusetts), vol.tlt, no.4, 
Fall,1982, pp.29-30). 

6 Anthony E. ·Smith, "The Information Revolution of 
the ·1990s"; The Political Querterlx (London), 
vol.54, no.2,. April-June 1983, p.1 87. 
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The import of these de vel opme nte is there fo l.1t 

striking. As the MacBride Commission Raport points 

out: 

These new technologies, use of which 
is at present mainly concentrated in 
e few industrialised countries, open 
paths for a new ara in communication.· 
Distance has ceased to be an obstacle , 
and the possibility exists - if thel.'8 
ware a collective will - of a universal 
communication system lJ.nking any point 
on the planet with any other. The 
equipment. cumbersome and costly in ita 
early days, has become rapidly cheaper 
and is b,v its nature extremely flexible. 
Electronic communications, for a long 
time restricted to communication be tween 
individuals, are increasingly available 
for use in collective communication. 
Conversely, it ie feasible to envisage, 
instead of global systems, a web of 
communication networks, integrating 
autonomous or semi-autonomous, decen
tralized units. The content of 
massages could be diversified, loca
lized and individualized to a large 
extant. New techniqYBs exist which 
~take it possible to multiply informa
tion centres and to· foster exchangs s · 
between individual& • Tale-processing, 
or telematics, end the establishnent 
of links and rel eys between two or more · 
satellites, are likely to open up almost 
limitless possibilities of systematic 
integration.7 

7 M n Voices ne World : Communication and Societ 
Today and Tomorrow being the· Final Report of the 
International Commission for the Study"of Communi
cation Problems) (New Delhi, 1982) ,p.12. In the 
dissertation the Report is referred to as the 
Maclb:ida Commission Report for the sake of brevity;. 
it shall. be referred thus hem after. 
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Today a stage has been reached where information 

is considered to be a vital resource, at par with 

energyJ indeed it is being called a manifestation o.f 

power. In a sensa it is the sine qua non of modern 

life. Every society, in terme of its techno~ogical 

level., utilizes it, .in greater or lesser degree. It is 

estimate~ that in the industrialised CO\lntries of the 

world (mainly in the OECD countries) about ana-third of 

total current employment is in the infomation 

processing sector and, it should be noted that this 

proportion is increasing day by day.8 

. But the information-communicati. on :revolution 

as such is mostly centered in the developed industria

lised countries of the West where it is subjected to 

the laws of market economy. lncidentel.lv, problems of 

social allocation, access, commercial privilege, 

control, .privacy, public interest, etc. have become 

an attsndent, though a negative, feature of the present 

revolution in the field • 

8 H. Krupp, •Economic and Societal Conse que nee s 
of' Informatization", in Barrie T. Stern, ed., 
Information and Innovation (Contemporary Topics 
in 'Information Trans'fer. vol.I) (Amsterdam,19B2) 
p.27. . 
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( II ) 

The Origina of the Existing Infomati. on and 

Communication Order& 

The institutionalisation of the information and 

communication revolution is zeflected in the present 

inf'ozmation and communication order, that is being 

honed to fine sse, ever since War ld War I I • However, 

since an information and communication order has 

linkages with several dimensions of social 1 ife, it 

would be useful to look at some of' the structural 

aspects. The evolving order should be seen in a 

holistic perspective, that is, it needs to be related 

to the dynamics of poli.tical el'\d economic life. 

The ne)(us between international communication 

and international balance of power had been an 

established format even earlier. In el.l ages of 

human history the power that l:e - political, econo•ic 

or, religious - had to control communications in 

order to govern more effectively. The entire history 

of mankind is witness to the fact that •whoevez 

controls communication controls society. whoever is 
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the master of information flow ensures for himself -

for !!t· time - order and stability ."
9 

In the 19th c:entu ry the North Atlantic Empire 

aystns had been the dominating influences. The news

service caJ;"tels of Great Britain, francte and Germany 

divided the world according to their spheres of 

political and economic influence. Thus, while 

Reuters of &zeat Britain dominated the British Empire, 

Havas of france reached out to the Latin world and 

French speaking dependencies, and Wolff of Germany 

penetrated the Scandinavian and East European 

countries.10 The process is therefore historical.J it 

is a commentary on the colonial domination end division 

of the world into •centre. a' and 'peripheries'. 

the pre sent world or de r xe fl ec ts the post

Second World War rules of the game - which saw the 

9 Jean d' Arcy, "The Right to Communicate", 
Background Paeer, no.36 ·(prepared for the 
International Commission for the Study of 
Communication Problema) CC-79/WS/128, ~ ·''--"'""' 
lParis,. October 1979). p.J. -

10. 
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ascendancy of the United States (US) as the leeds~ 

of the Western world - and finds expmssion in the 

global and regional organizations created by the 

industrialised countries, when the developing countries 

had, at best, a marginal voic•• The passage of four 

decades a inca the end of World War I I has seen an 

increase in its sophistication as it unfolded with 

the activa connivance of the transnational corporations!
1 

The transnational dominated world system today, 

operates through, what Somavia cogently points out as, 

'*an arsenal of' diverse but converging instruments". 

Chief' among these are: 

{i) the political-military-intellig~ace 
service dimension (expressed thrcu gh 

the North Atl.antic Treaty Organization 

(NATO), the Inter-American Treaty of 

Reciprocal Assistance, the links between 

intelligence services, etc .• ), meant to 

def'end the status-guor 

11 for a detailed discussion on these aspects 
see, among others, T.E. Spero, The Politics of 
International Economic Relations (London, 1982); 
G. Coree, Need for Change : I,.owards the New 
tntBrnetional Economic Order (Ox'ford,1980) J and 
H. Redica. ed., Internationel Firms and Modern 
Imperialism:-THarmondsworth,1975). 
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·(ii) the economic-industrial-trade 

dimension (expressed through the 

International Monetary fund ( IMf), the 

World Bank ·( IBRD) and the General Agreement 

on Tari 'ffs and Trade (fiATT)), so as to 
create conditions for tzansnational 

expansion of capital; and 

(iii) the communications-adver tising-cul tut:e 
dimension (expreesed through the 

various mass media), which though a 

recent invention, is nevertheless signi

fi.cant in that it helps in creating an 
insatiable need for Western values and 

12 life styles. 

tt is the US that is the main power centre 

as well as the main beneficiary a'f the pre sent world 

order. Its stellar role can be traced to the power 

relations that grew in the aftermath of World War II. 

In fact even be fore the war ended it waa clear that the 

economic power of US would be a force to reckon with 

12 Juan Somavia, "The Transnational Power Structuxe 
and International Information, Elements of a 
Third World Policy for Transnati anal News Agenc iea", 
Development Dialogue (Uppaala), no.2, 1976, 
PP• 16-17 • 
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in the post-war world. It had escaped the ravages 

of war - Pearl Harbour, a distant island in the 

Pacific. was the only territory of the US subjected to 

a direct experience of a shooting war. Otherwise tha 

mainland US remained outside the arena of the battle 

fronts. The role of the leader or the Western world 

was therefo~e endemic in its steady emergence on ths 

global scene. Besides, the powers that be in the US 

had learnt from history the use to which the information 

and communication media could be put for deriving 

benefits for national pre-eminence on a global scale. 

No wanda r, there fore , that they sought to 

institutionelise the doctrine of the 'free flow of 
. 

information', which in essence meant the 'free flow', 

fmm the US, due to the unequal natur~ of the world 

situation. And aa luck would have it, the situation 

then was. just ripe ~r. th~ acceptability of sue_~ a 

doctrine. The devastations wrought by Nazism and 

Fascism had created an . abhorrence in the public mind 

against any sort of control. 'Freedom • thus became 
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the watchword. Free flow of infoz.mati on there fora, 

became a desirable objective. Apparently, therefore, 

the United Nations (UN) and its specialised agency, 

especially the United Nations Educational Scientific 

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), behind whose creation 

lay, again, the mighty hand of the US, were harnessed 

to provide legitimacy to the doctrine •13 There was, 

besides, the provision of the First Amend~nt to the 

Constitution of the United States that provided the 

13 The important ones in this regard a%'8 the 
following:-Art.19 of the UN Declaration of 
Human Right ... s ·( 1948) - which says that 1 • 
"Everyone has the right to freedom of opin1on 
and expression·; this right includes freedom 
to hold opinion a without interfezence, and 
to seek, receive and impart information and 
ideas through ·~ aedia regardless of frontiers." 
Resolution 59·(1) adopted by the UN §eneral 
~ssemblx Sessign (1946) on 14 Decambsr, which 
eelared that "freedom of information is a 

fundamental human right, and is a touchstone of 
all the freedoms to which the UN is consecrated", 
and that freedom "implies the right to gather, 
transmit and publish news anywhere and everywhs1'tt 
without fa tters•; and Art.1 of' The Constitution 
of the UNEStg (1945) which promisee that, 
"Tha Organization will collaborate in the work 
cf advancing the mutual knowledge and understanding 
of' peoples, through all means of mass communication 
and to that and. recommend such international 
agreements as may be necessary to promote the free 
flow of' idaae by word and image." 
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ideological justification for their crueade.14 

This crusade was however a facade, a smoke-

screen, as the US set about gaining control of the 

information and ccmmunication structu xe to further 

its global design& of domination. The crusade came 

handy in its fight against the North Atlantic control 

of the new a agenci ee and telecommunications. In an 

attack, reminiscent of the trenchant criticism made 

today by the developing countries on the role and 

influence of the four Western news agencies,. 

-KJSnt Cooper, the ebullient executive -manager of the 

Associated Press (AP), said s 

In precluding the Associated Pxess 

'from disseminating nawa abroad, Reuters 

and Havas, served three purposa•u 
(1) they kept out Associated press 

competition J ·(2) they were free to 

present American news disparagingly to 

the United States if they presented it 

14 The first Amendment to the ADBrican Constitu
tion guarantees freedom of the Press. It 
states that "Congress shal~ maka no law ••• 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press ••• !' 
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at allJ (3) thay could present news 

of their own countries most favourably 

and without it being contradicted. 

Their own countries were always glorified. 

This was dona by reporting great 

advances at home in English end French 

civilizations, the benefits of which would, 
d 15 

of course, be bestowed on the warl • · 

The efforts of the US, howewr, wero not to go 

i . 16 n va1.n. The marvellous technological innovations 
t 

facilitated the ushering-in of the new era, whic~ not 

inappr«?Priately is termed the "American Century". _ .... """ 

However in the shadow of the US, some countries 

of the Western industrialized world like Britain, 

15 Kent Cooper, Barriers Down: The Storv o'f 
News Agenc:\C Epoch (New York, 1942), p.43. 

16 For details sae: Herbert .I. Schiller, "The 
Diplomacy of Cultural Domination and the free 
flow of Information", in Jaswant s. Yadav8 , !.!!•, 
Politics of News c Third World Perspective 

(New Delhi,1984), pp.1-23J and D .R. Mankekar• 
One Wa:v fl;ee flow.: Neo-Colonialism via News 
Media (Delhi, 19 76) .pp.19-2!. 
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France, Germany, etc., in Europe,. and Japan in 

Asia, continued to thrive. We thus have today an 

information end communication order, that is 

controlled by the developed industrialised countries 

of the West under the overarching dominance of the 

us. 

However, notwithstanding the US dominance, 

tha present order has led to the fruition of 

communications into a mass-phenomenon. f'or the first 

time it has really become mass-communication with the 

constriction of time and space. In a way Mcluhan•s 

"Global Village" seems to be a reality. Besides, thanks 

to the triple processes of necessity, engineered needs 

and the self-generating momentum of technology, newer 

and newer inventions axe flooding the world. 

Apparently, we are also witness to a quicker obsoles

cence of existing technologies. All these he ve 

rendered the existing infoxmation and communication 

order both dynamic and complex. 
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(III) 

The Crisis of the Existing Order and the Cries 

Against It: 

The present information and communication order 

is in crisis. Calls for change are being heard with 

an e~r increasing intensity. A catalogue of complaints 

have been prepared against it, mainly by the developing 

countries who are at the receiving end of this skewed-up 

system. Chief among the cc:nplaints are: 

·(1} That thsre is a one-way free fl..., of 

information from the • Centre t to the 

'periphery' which creates a wide gap 

between the 'haves• and the •have-nota' 

- as is unavoidable in the given situation 

of socio-technological imbalance. A 

natural corollary of free do Ill in an unequal 

world is that it breeds more inequality. 

(2) That the 'haves' ere in a position to 

dictate terms to the 'hava-nots' -this 
has created a structuze of dependency 
with widespread economic, politic& and 

social ramif'icationa (creating in the 

process, more havoc in the developing 

countries). 
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( 3) That this vertical flow is controlled 
mainl.y by the Western transnational 
corporations whose rules of the game 
are in ~avour of their perpetual 

domination. 

(4) That infoxmation is treated as a 
~commodity", to ba bought and sold, 

and is eubjectsd to the xule s of the 

market - this conflicts seriously with 

the developing nations' concern that 

information and communication media be 

harnessed fO%' the comple)( task of nation

building, and socio-economic transformationJ 
th&'k is, essentially fbr developmantal 
purposea.17 

·( 5) That needs do not necessarily determine 

production - needs are also contrived 
to accommodate production capacities • 

17 Some media men from the daveloping world have 
cal. led for a whole •. new orientation - they 
have pleaded for -~~~'i1!tl; JitCJtularly known as 1 
'Devf!!lopment News' • A great exponent of this 
is Narinder K. Aggarwala. See his article; 
"What is Development News?•, Journal of Communi
cptiori (Philadelphia), vol.29, no.2 1 Spriag 1979. 
pp.180-81. 
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(6)· That there is no check on the Western 

mass. media - they are free to carry on 

any mischief and misinforms tion they 

feel like. 

(7) That the whole information and communi

cation order is e part of, and in turn 

props up, the inequitous "systemtt that 

creates and sustains a structure of 
neo-colonialism. 

This last point bears analysis. As explained, 

no information and communication order can axis t in 

isolation.· The political, economic and social 

apparatuses coalesce to form a collective whole and 

this• in toto reflect the value-sys tam of a particular 

order. Each supplements tha other to create a 

workable whole. 

Any attempt there fore at red.ressing the 

inaquity of the present system has got to attack the 

collectivity and not only one aspect of it. Today 

a point has been reached where the collectivity -

the political, economic and social apparatuses -

ere under attack. The attack against each of these 

aspects. however has its own his tory. 
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It was the political aspect that received the 

first attention. The process started with decoloni

sation but it did not end with that. The de

colonised constituted themselves into the Non-Aligned 

Movement (NAM) • On the positive side NAM seeks 

democratisation of international relations and the 

assertion o'f national sovazeignty by the developing 

countries. Nf:lga·tively. it seeks to det away with the 

rigours of 'power-blocs' and the subordination of 

national sovereignty of the newly independent 

countries, to the global hegemony of the neo-colonial 
·x.l\M. ih 

leviathans. Today, with more than 100 members,La 

force to reckon with, admired even by its one.:time 

adversaries. It makes its voice heard through various 

forums, the NAM and the UN platforms baing. the two 

important ones. It has emerged now as a major force, 

forged by the developing countries, in their fight 

against nao-colonialisrn.18 

1 8 for details see: U.s. Bajpai, ed. , Non-Alignment:. 
Perseec::tivas and Prospects (New· Delhi,19 83); 

· Rashesduddift Khan, !J!., Pers-pectives on Ron.;. 
Alignment (New Delhi,19B1)i K.P. f-1isra, ed., Non
Alignment 1 fx:ontiers and Dyn3mics (Nsw Delhi,1982); 
and Pater Willets, Non-Aligne Movement : · Tha · 
Qrigins of a Third World Alliance (Bombay,197B). 
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The economic aspect was the second area to come 

under closer scruitny of the developing na tiona. The 

present economic order, based an the post-Second 

World War Bretton Woods structure, has divided the 

world into suppliers of raw materials and producers 

of manufactured goods. But the roots of this inequity 

lies deeper, in the colonial structure. It is this 

historical perspective that has unfortunately created 

umpteen hurc:llea in the way of the 'South'. Today, 

this inequity is reflected in the fbrm of cheap 

exploitation of raw materials and labour of the 

'South'• This is not all, the •south' is also flooded 

with manufactured goods of the 'North' on the one hand, 

and faced with walls of protectionism and high tari'ff"s 

against their measly goods, on the other. 

The developing countries, ho-ver, have not 

taken things lying down. Exerting themssl.ve s through 

NAM, the UN, and within the United Nations Conference 

on Trade and Develapmen t ( UNC TAD), throu gh the 

Group of 77, the South has exposed the 'holier than 

thou' attitude of the North. It delivered home the 

302.2 
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brutal dimensions of the dependency structure 

that the share of the developing countries in world 

trade was lass than 1 7 per cent and of manufactured 

goods only 8 per cent, while it has two-thirds of the 

world's population. Apparently in 1974 the demand for 

a New International Economic Order (NIEO) was formally 

approved by the UN General Assembly ( UNGA) • NIEO, 

till date only an ideal, seeks rejection of the present 

economic order and the Western development models. 

It saeka the creation of a democratic interdependent 

economic ordar. 19 

The third leg of the dependency structum to 

coma under attack is the information end communication 

structure • Though there have bean protests and 

eccusatio,ns against the inequity of the present 

structt..re 'for man)' years, it was only around the early 

'70s that the non-aligned countries took the decisive 

19 See, n. 11 • Also see: North- South : A Pro gramme 
'for Survival. (being the Report of the Independent 
Commission on International De vel opmen t Issues) 
(London, 1980) J and a follew-up of that, Common 
Crisis, North-Soyth s Copperation for Wor.J:d 
Rscoverv, The Brandt Commission 1 983 
(London,1983). 
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20 
steps in projecting and insisting on their rights. 

This was done in the platforms of the UNGA and the 

UNESco: This led to the adoption by the latter in 

1972 of a Declaration of Guiding Principles on the 

use of aatsllit• broodcast by a vote of 55 to 7 with 

22 abstentions. It provided for the free flow of 

satellite broadcast, with a proviso that national 

sovereignty, in the f'o:an of' prior permission or 

agreement with the country to which broadcast is to be 

beamed, be adhered to.21 Thereafter,_ the UNGA voted 

100 to 1 {with the United States abstaining), 

directing the UN Outer Space Committee to formulate 

guiding principles to govern direct satellite 

broadcast. 

This set in motion a plethora of debates, chatcgas 

began to be traded and opinions hardened along group 

lines. This reached its climax in the 19th Session 

20 ror a chronological account of the important 
events in this regard sea: Appandix-1. 

21 See: The Dec1aration on Guiding Principles on 
the Use of Satellite Broadcasting for rree 
rJ.ow of Information, the Sereed of Education 
and Greeter Cultural Exchange (adopted at the 
Seventeenth Session of the General Conference 
of UNESCO). {Paris,1973) (mimeographed). 
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of the General Conference of the UNESCO, Nairobi, 

1976. A deadlock ensued. resulting finally in the 

establishment; in December 1977, of the International 

Commission for the Study of Communication Problems, 

charged with the study, in toto, of the existing 
22 

information and communication structure. The 

22 The Commiesion 9 constitdted with Mr. Sean MacBride 
as its President and 15 other members, representing 
a cross section of the countries o'f the world, was 
asked to conduct its inquir_y and discussion along 
the ibllowing lines: 

·(a} to study the current situation in the fields 
v~ communication and information and to identify 
problema which call for fresh and concerted action 
at the national and the international level- it 
was asked to analyse the state of communication in 
the world today, particularly, info~ati on problems 
as a whole, taking into account the diverse socio
economic conditions and levels and types of 
developmentJ 

(b) to pay particular attention to the problems 
relating to free and balanced flow of information 
in the world as well. as the specific needs of 
developing countries, keeping in view thEt decisions 
of the General conference f, 

(c) to analyse communication problems in a holistic 
perspective by relating it to the u~ge for the 
establishment of- a new internet ional economic order 
end the measures needed :f'or the realisation of a 
"new world information order•; 

(d) ·to define the role ~ich communication might 
play in making public opinion aware of the major 
problema besetting the world, Sl as to help in· 
gradually solving them by concerted action at the 
national and international le ve 1 s. . 

The 20th Session of the UNESCO General Conference 
further asked the Commission to analyse and prepare 
"concrete and practical aaeasures leading to the 
establishment of a more just and ef'fective world 
information order" (Man~ Voices, One Worlds Communi
cation and Societr Today and Tomqrrow, n .7 ,pp.42-43) 
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Commission, popularly known as the MacBride Commission, 

submitted its Interim Report in 1978
23 

and the Final 

Report in 1980~4 which brought home the magnitude of 

the inequity in the existing information and 

communication order. 

Meanwhile, in 1978, the 20th Session of the 

UNESCO General Confel.'f3nce adopted unanimousl,v a 

Mass Media Declaration which was a landmark in its 

history. The Declaration recognised the progressive 

role the mass media has to PlaY in the developaent of 

k • d 25 man 1.n • The same year (December 1978) another 
. . ' .. 

signi fie ant event took place - the 33rd Session of 

the UNGA, meeting at New York, adopted a resolution 

on the New World Information and Communication 

Order (NWICD) • 

23 

24 Many Voices, One World : Communication and 
Society Toda.y and Tomorrow. n .7. 

25 See The Declaration on Fundamental. Principles 
Concerning the Contribution of the Mass Media 
to Strengthening Peace and lnternationg.). 
Understanding, the Promotion of Human Rights 

' and to Count•ring Racialism, Apartheid and 
Incitement to War· (adopted et the twentieth 
session o., the General Confaxence af UNESCO) 
{Paris ,1979) ·(mimeographed). 
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However, it was the submission of the Final 

Report of the MacBride Commission that served as the 

basis for a NWICO • Thus it was the in 1980 the 

21'st General Conference Session of the UNESCO, in 

Belgrade, passed a resolution for the attainment of 

a NWlCO J there by formally approving the demand • The 

Conference also decided upon an Intemat tonal 

Programme for the Development of Communication (IPDC), 
26 particularly in and among the developing countries. 

To oversee its activity an Inter-Governmental Council, 

composed of 35 member atates elected on a regional 

basis, was also sat up.27 

There we z:e, be sides , th rae Inter-Govern me n tal 

conferences on &mmunication ,olicjls in Latin America, 

26 See Resolutions 4/19 and 4/20 in Records o'f 
the General Confez:e nee twent:t-first Session 
Belgrade, 23 September to 28 October 1980, 
iol.I t Resolutions (Paris,1980). 

27 Manjunath Pendakur, "NWICO t An lntexnational 
Power Play Batween the Core and the Periphery 
Counteies", in Yadava, n.16, p.48. 
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Asia and Africa, whex:eupon it was agreed that •frae" 

flow needed to be tempered with a "balanced" flow of 

28 
information• 

Subsequently, in the Fourth Extraordinary 

Session of the UNESCO General Confexence in December 

1982, it passed, amidst others, Resolution 2/03 

approving Major Programma III, titled: "Communication 

in the Ser9ice of Man•. It is supposed to contribute 

to the establishment of a more equitable situation 

in the field of communication and the media, 

encouraging, inter alia, the growth of the developing 

countries' capacities- in particular by the streng

thaning of infrastructura, and the training of 

personnel. 29 

28 for detail aee: Inter overnme te Conference on 
Communication Policies · i) in latin America and 
the Carribbean Final Report, San Jose (Costa 
Rica) 12-21 July 1976 i UNESCO, ·coM/Ill /38, ·(Paris, 
October 1976) J (ii) in Asia and Oceania, 
final Report, Kualalumpur (Malaysia) 5 to 14 
February 1979, UNESCO/CC/MD/42 ·(Paris,June 1979); 
and {iii) in· Africa, Yaounde (Cameroon), · 
Final Report, 22-31 July 1980- UNESCO/CC/MD/46, 
(Paris, January 1981). . . . 

29 See Records of the General Conference, Eoyrth 
Extraordinary seasi on; Paris, 23 November to 
3 December 1982, vol,I : Resolutigns (Paris,1983). 
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In its session in 1983t the UNESCO General 

Conference called for interdependence and the values 

of solidarity and said that international cooperation 

•while taking a glebal vision of problems, should be 

constantl.Y guided by regard for national development 

1 • i .,30 po 1c es •••• 

The 198 5 sa ssion of the UNESCO General Confe 1'!1 nee 

was held amidst an air of despondency and severe crisis. 

The scene was set by the withdrawal of the US from the 

UNESCO in December 1984 and the vehem&n t attacks launchecl 

against the Organization by the vested interests who 

questioned ita very existence • The cool headed 

rationalism of the member-states however retrie\iBd the 

situation. They were able U:J adopt the communication 

programme by consensus. The communication programme 

calls for a period of stock-taking and for practical 

action in redressing the inequality in the information-

30 ~ See R cords of the Gen r 
Second Session, Paris, 25 
1983, vol,l 1 Resolutions 
Resolution 17/2. 



29 

communication area. It also calls for the cant inuation 

of studies on the social and culture~ impact of new 

communication technologies. The Conference adopted 

·Resolution 6/2, calling for the establishment of the 

Intergovernmental Informatics Programme (I !P), ..... 

"aimed at strengthening international co-operation 

and national efforts devoted to the training of specia

lists, the de\lt!lopment of infrastructum a, the defini-
. . - ' 

tion of national policies, and the better recognition 

of the mle of informatics ••• .. Jt 

Also interesting in this regard is the attitude 

of the vested interests from eaziy on. The strategy 

of the Western countries, led by the US was at first 

to vociferously attack the \Nhole demand, but faced 

with mounting criticisms. it. relented and tried to 

hijack the whole movement by deflecting the concern 
. . . - -

from the establishment of a new order. to questions 

regarding transfer of technology, etc. The who~e 

problem was sought to be zelegated to one of technical 

problems only •. However, when the US found that i'$. 

31 ~ Sea Re;eords of the General Conference, 
Twenty-Third Session, Sofia, 8 October to 
9 November 1985, vol,I : Resolutions (Paris, 
1986). 
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could no longer call the shots, it announced its 

withdrawal from the UNESCO, and did so in Dace mber 

1984. Great Britain and Singapore withdrew in 1985, 

while eome 11ore have threatened that they too would 

quit the world body. 

As noted earlier, the NAM has been the main 

protagonist of a NWICO. Though it had been talking 

o.,f and on of "information colonialian", it was at the 

Algiers conference of the non-aligned heads o., ~tatee 

and governments in 1973 • that it cse out with an 

emphatic denunciation of the existing order. The 

Conference demanded the reorganization of existing 

communication channels which aze ~he legacy of the 

colonial past and which have hampered free, dizect and 

fast communications between tham (the developing 

nations)·. The Con'ference also enunciated a set of 

proposals • called the "Action Programm•", exhorting 

the developing countries to take concerted action in 

the field of mass communication in order to promote a 
32 greater interchange of ideas among themselves. 

32 See Provisions XIII and XIV of the Action 
Programma, fourth N.on-alignad Summit, Algeria, 
September 1973, in, ewa A enciea Poo of the 
Non-,ligned Countries a A Perspective New Delhi~ 
1983 , p.93. 
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The symposium on communication policies 

organized by the NAM in Tunis in March 1976 was 

significant for its deliberations an e new international 

information order. Thereafter-, in July the same year, 

the ministers of information of the non-aligned coun

tries, aeeting_ in Hew Delhi, further discussed the 

issue. They also conceived the Non-Aligned News 

Agencies Pool (NANAP) as a practical measure to 

bridge the news gap. This reaul ted in 1 976 in the 

non-aligned !ummit formally approving the constitution 

33 of the NANAP. The Pool is not a challenge to the 

Western news agencies. It is only an attempt of tha 

non-aligned countries to exchange information among 

th i . 34 
e r news agenc•••• 

The non-aligned countries alSl formed a broad

casting organ-ization to promote cooperation in the 

33 Constitution of' the Pool-Revised Version 
approved by New Delhi Coordination Committee 
Meeting, in, News Agencies Pool of Non-Aiigned 
Countries : A Perspective, Ibid., pp.21 -21. 

34 for details, see: Nawa Agencies Pool of tha 
Non-Aligned Countriea : A Perspective, ibid. 
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field. They also undel:'took measures to train non

aligned personnel in information and ccmmunication 

technology and to develop expertise among them. 

Significant work in this direction is being done by 

the Indian Institute of Mass Communication ·(New Delhi), 

the Yugoslav Institute of Journalism ·(Belgrade), the 

Institute of Journalism (Tunis), the Faculty of 

lnf'oz:m.ation (University of Cairo) and the Centre far 

formation of Journalists o'f the Union of Journalists 

of Cuba (Havana), which trains pareonnlll of various 

developing countries in mass communication • 

The Colombo Summit of the non-aligned countries 

was also important for two other reasons: 

(i) it established the integral J.elation

ship between the twin demands of NWlCD 

and NtEO J end 

·(ii) it set up an Intergovernmental Council. 

of Information Ministers to coordinate 
the activities of the non-aligned 

countries in the field of information 

and communication. 

Meeting in Malta in 1982 the Council adopted an action 
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p.rogramme f'or the '80s. The programme envisaged: 

strengthening of infrastructure f'or media in non-
. . 

aligned countries wheze they do not exist, o.r ad in 

a .rudimentary formt expansion and deepening of' co

operation in information exchange and extetnsion of 

this co-operation to Rawer areas, including production 

of newsprint and text booksJ and joint production and 

35 exchange of films and television end radi.o programmes. 

Tha non-al.igned countries have also been exploring 

other avenues ...- like teaming up with the soc ie.list 

countries, as in Jllew York in June 1984 at the UN 

Committee an Information, in their attempt at establish

ing a NWICD (signif'icant work in this direction is 

being done by the &roup o-r 77 at the UN Committee on . . . . 

~nf'ormation). Earlier t~t year, the Con'ference of 

the Ministers of Information of .the non-aligned 

countries res~lvad to taka urgent steps in implementing 
' 

reduction of telecommunication tariffs and achieve a 

35 P. Unnikrishnanl. •r4ew World Information and 
Communication Order", M!insjjream, vol.xxii, 
no.1 5, December 10,19 83, p.1li'. 
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more efficient and shared utilization of telecommuni

cation facilities and networks. 36 Another significant 

event earlier was the NAMEDIA confexence in New Delhi 

in December 19 B~. This was a media conference of the 

non-aligned countries aiming to widen and strengthen 

the base of freedom of communications and to 

democratise it. 37 

The goal has thus been aetJ a NWICO is a sort of' 

beacon light nOllf. · As of now 1 dialogues are still going 

on as to how it can be realised. The non-aligned 

countries are mixing rhetoric with praxis. but the task 

is not easy. Besides there is the. reactio~ of the 

v.eeted in tarests who want to thwart ita. establishment 

by any means. The coming years will bear testimony as 

to hetw far this goal is reali•able J fail.u1"8 would spell 

doom. For, the goal is but a "p.art of a m oxe general 

assault on the economy and power of the West". 38 

36 COMINAC, Jakarta, January 1984, Resolution on 
Reduction of Communication Tariff, in, §!miner on 
Improving Nawg Pool Performance (Naw Delhi, 
April 1984), Rsport t ftecommendations ; Documents, 
p.36. 

37 for details see: NAMED lA (Media Confe renee of 
the Non-Aligned, New Delhi, December 9-12,1963, 
Eina:). Reports and Documents (New Delhi,19B4). 

38 Smith, n.10 1 p.173. 
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(IV) 

The New World Information and Communication 

Order (NWitO) ' 

The term was first used by Hedi Nouira, the 

Tunisi.,n Prima Minister, during the opening of a 

symposium of non-aligned countries in .Tunis in 

March 1974. 39 Thexe is, however, ambiguity as to 

what it refers to. An idea can however be had by 

looking at its possible basiaJ and this can be dena 

by referring to Resolution 4/19 ef the 21st Session 

of the General Conference of UNEStO, 1980. 40 The 

said resolution "Considers that: 

·(a) This new world informa~ion and communication 

order could be based, among other considera

tions, ona 

i) elimination of the imbal., ce s and 

inequalities which characte~ize the 
present situation; 

ii) elimination of the negative affects 

of certain monopolies, public or 

private, and excessive concentrations; 

39 Jarzy Oladzki, "Polish Perspectives on the New 
Information Order•, Journal o-f International. 
Affairs (New York,N.Y.) vol.35,no.2, Fall/Winter, 
1 981 /2 , p. 1 57. 

40 Resolution 4/19 • n.26. 
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iii) removal of the inte.rnal and external 

obstacles to a free flOII and wider 
and better balanced dissemination of 

information and ideas; 

iv) plurality of sources and channels of 

information J 

v) freedom of the press and information; 

vi} the freedom of journalists end all 

professionals in the communication 

media, a freedom inseparable from 

responsibility; 

vii) the capacity of developing countries 

to achieve improvement of their own 

situations, notably by providing tteir 

own equipment, by training th air 
personnel, by improving their infra

structures end by making their informa

tion and communication ausdia suitable 

to their needs and aspirationeJ 

viii) the sinceze will of developed 
countries to help them attain these 
objectives; 

ix) respect for each people's cultural 

identity and for the right of each 

nation to inform the world public 

about its interests, its aspirations 

and ite social and cultural values; 
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x) respect for the right of all peoples 

to participate in international 

exchange of information on the basis 

of equality, justice and mutual benefit; 

xi) respect for the :right of the public , 

of ethnic and social groups and of 

individuals to have access to informa

tion sou~ces and to participate actively 

in the communication processJ 

(b) this new world information and communication 

order should be based on the fund amen tal 

principles of internet ional law, as laid down 

in the Charter of the United Nations; 

·(c) diverse solutions to information and communi

cation problems are required because social, 

political, cultural and economic problems 
di'ffar from one country to another and, within 

a given country, from one group to another ••• ~ 

The objacti._ of a NWICO is to, as Somavia puts 

it: "move forward from a unidi:z:eetional to a multi-

directional structure; from an ethnocentric to a 

culturally pluralistic and multi-dimensional 
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perspective 1 from the receiver's passivity to an 

active participation; fJ:Om the prapondsrent 

transnational influence tD a multination balance; all 

of it on the basis of structuxes that permit true 

access and generalized social participation in the 
41 

ccnamunication process. tt 

Besides. as Bogdan Osolnik puts it, NWICO has 

a dual dimension: ·(i) the international dimension 

to see to it that it serves everyone& needs according 

to general international principles; and ·(ii) the 

internal, social dimension - ·(a) to sea to it that 

all technological progress subserves man's needJ, 

rather than alienate himJ and ·(b) to democratize 

r•lationa in the domain of information and communi-

cation, not only for realization of human rights and 

development along democratic lines of each nation, but 
42 

also for its peaceful intexnational cooperation. 

41 Juen Somavie, •Intemational Communications and \1\b· 

Third World Participati on•, Developl'lBn t Dialogue •L 2, 
1977, p.143. 

42 Bogdan Oeolnik, nrha Objectives and Principles 
of a Mew International Order in the Field of 
Information•, ·Review of Internet ional Affairs 
(Belgrade), vol.xxx, no.711, 20 November 1979, p.13. 
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A NWICO nead.s to be established - "to ensure 

the participation of all psoples in life-enhancing 

43 
kno~ledge.• And the sooner it is established the 

.batter. 

(V) 

The Methodological Issues: 

The mandate for a NWICO springs from the z:e alitiaa 

of the contemporary situatian. The chan rJJ in power 

equations- exemplified by the loosening of the 

rigidity of the bloc system of international relations 

- coupled with the revolutionary technological 

innovations and the blithe yearnings of the "Wretched 

of the Earth", have all led to a situation vhare the 

existing order cannot continue indafini.tely. A 

change is inevitable. The question is: what direction 

will it take? This ia, as tilily say .it, a million 

dollar question. 

43 t Quoted from the Speech of Mr. Raj iv Gandhi, 
Prima Minister of India to the UNESCO Meeting 
in Paris, June 1985, in, N.l. Chawla, 
•Rejuvenating UNESCO", Hindustan Times (New Delhi) 
24 July 1985. 
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Hypothese a, 

The main thrust of this dissertati~n is t~/ 
/ 

provide a cogent analysis of the existing'. information 

and communication order so as to bring out in stark 

reality as to what exactly has gone wrong. In so 

doing, it ia aSSI!Md and believed, that a case for a 

NWICO can ba establiahetd. The analysis is sought to 

be done on the basis of the following hyp,otha sasz 

1. that the existing info11nation and communi

cation order has gi wn rise to almost a 

total aonopoly of the Western powers in the 

field of information and communication; 

2. that the said order because of its 

structural. logic reflects the values of 

the Westem capitaliSt world; 

3.. that this has created a structure of 

dependence which has negative effects on 

the polity, economy and soc isty of the 
developing nations; 

4. that the manifold problems of the develOP

ing countries, on. ths one hand9 and the 

policies of the developed capitalist 

countries, predicated on the maintenan-ce 

of the status guo, on the other, impedes 

the emergence of a NWICO J and 
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5. that a way out of the quandary would 

be to mix rhetoric and theoxatical 

considerations with praxis. 

Theaa hypotheses when tested end found carrect 

would assuredly prov ida the rational.s for a new 

order in inforaation and communication. 

Methodology: 

The project at hand will have a holistic 

perspective - that is, anelysia will be done of the 

wider aocial structuze since it is belie\ft!d that 

neither does an information and communication order 

exist just by itself, nor can a study • based on a 

particular aspect~ do j ustica to the topic at hand. 

A survey of literature - both the primary and 
44 

the secondary source matad.al - will be dona. 

It is imperative iD mention here that there ia a goal 

behind such analysis - to search for social deter-

44 f'or a format of survey and analysis aeea 
Morten Deutach and Stuart w. Cook, Research Methods 
in Social Relations (law York, 19 59), pp. 330 .... 42 a 
and, George Garbner, "On Content Analysis and 
Critical Research in Mass Coanaunication" • in. 
Lewia Anthony Dexter and David Manning White. 
ads., Peo a Socia t d as Comm nic tio a 
(London,1964 , pp.476-50D. 
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minanta and possible consequences of the present 

information and communication structu:z:e • The aim 

will be to go beyond the apparent d"d understand 

the real intexnal dynamics. 

Since truth ameu:gas in the dialectic a of debates, 

the opposing viaw:points will also be looked into •' 

Though it is believed that value free social science 

is a myth, objectivity wil~ be maintained as far as 

possible. The aim~ in short, will be to present a 

clear and cogent analysis of the issuas at hand. 

Besides, it needs to be clarified that no delimitation 

is sought in t~erma of either space (geographical 

area) or time ( duJ:ation). 

The Semantic Aspect: 

Since semantic issues have a great bearing on 

research, the eent.J:al terms used hare, and to be used 

hereafter, a1:e sought to be clarified fbr the sake 

of coharence. 

The words "information" and "communication" are 

used in the same sense as in the MacBride Commission 

Report: "Communication as the "process" of exchanging 
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news, facts, opinions, messages between individuals 

and people; information as the "product", i .a., ne.ws, 

data, end various other content and outputs of 

media, cultural activities or indU3 tries. 
45 

In 

short, information refers to the tt•asage" and 

communication to the "medium" used for transmission 
46 of such message. 

In speaking of the "information and ccramuni ... 

cation order• we refer besides news U. "the entire 

print media comprising news agency services, newspapers, 

magazines and books J radio and tale vision enter-

tainment programmes, the cinema and theatre, and 

advertising and transbordar information data-bank 

services ••• the term • •• embraces all kinds of 

in'fomatian, carried across in words, signals, 

digitala, messages and images.n47 A variety o'f 

· 45 Many Vo:lces, One Worl.d ' Communicat:lan and Societx 
Toda.v and yomorrow.,n,7, AppendiX~2, p.2B3. 

46. C .R. Irani, "A Critique : UNESCO Meddling", 
World roc us ·(New Delhi) 2 s, vol.3, no.'i, 
January19S2, p.28. 

47 D .R. Manke kart "India and Third World", -
Mainstream (New Delhi), vol.xxii, no.15, 
December 10• 1983 1 P•20,. 
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~ 
medium, including such sophistic a ted wonLers of the 

modern world - computers, satellites, remote sensing 

devices (RSD) ate., are all included in it. 

The ideal of e new internet ional order in 

information and communication has, according to 

Osolnik, .clear connotations. It is •new• in the 

sense that it seeks the replacement of an order that 

is· obsolete as it has failed to serw the needs of a 

majority of nations. tt is "international." because 

it must have universal applicability both for 

technological reasons end because of the fact that 

today •s world is an interdependent one • ·It is not 

a mere question of technical solutions any more 

but a question of relations, of benefitting on 

democratie lines, of modern technology bene fitting 

each end every one. It is not a matter foit St~tee 
or governments only, but a social concern too. 

"Order• he takes to mean a system nf relations which 

are not accidental or a monopoly of aoiiB vested 

interests, but promoted wi. th certain purpose in mind. 

This is to be based an common agreemnta and 
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decision making and is not to be construed as 

the imposition of a modal. It is a case o~ equal 

partners aiming to develop and utilize .international 

co~~JBunicationa in accordance with the aims and 

aspirations aspired to in internet ions! and social 

li'fa. 48 The aia, in short, is to establish e 

democratic information-c0111munication order so that 

mankind cen live a 1 ife of kno~ledge,. peace and 

infJerdependence. 

48 Oaalnik, n.42, pp.13-14• 
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Chapter- II 

THE MAGNITUDE OF WESTERN MONOPOLY IN THE fiELD 

OF lNF'ORMATION AND COMMUNICATION 

(I) 

The Settinga 

Mark Twain, in his inimitable style, once 

commented that there wexe only two sources of light in 

the world s the .§!m in the sky and the Associated 

Press on the earth.1 This comment, made about one 

hundred years ago, might ap pe ar somewhat off the mark. 

It was mad• at a time when the international informs-

tion theatre was still not overwhelmed by the US 

agencies, but was dominated by the thxe e Western 

agencies; viz., Reuters of Great Britain, Havas of 

france and Wolff of Germany. They had divided the 

world into their aphe~a of influence; each enjoyed 

almost an exclusive right to collect and disseminate 

1 s. Golyakov, "CroDk'Sd Mirror of International 
Imperialism", New Times (Moscow), no.43, 
October 1978. p.zo. 
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news in their raapective domains. However, Great 

Britain, because at its preponderant international 

position was the •Lord 8 of the scene. The 

Associated Preas of the US was then, at be at, a 

poor cousin of the three news agencies. TWain's 

aphorism can however be construed to re'fer to newa 

imperialism which existed even a century ego - a · 

ai tuation that can best be described as • inf'ormation 

imperialism", to quote the f'orme r Finnish President, 

Urho Kekkonen. 2 

The terrain today is vastly dif'fezent - a 

revolution has changed its eontouzs. What is more 

remarkable is that t~e process is still unfolding 

ita •magic• and rendering yesterdays innovations 

ob~'te today. Havas and Wolff hue become extinct1 

their-~pre-eminent posi tiona have been overtaken by 

the United Pre sa International (UP I) of the United 
--

Stat•• and tha Agence Franca-Press• (AfP) of France. 

In the field of technology, carrier pigeons and tele

graph have bean replaced by aiero-electronics, 

computers and sophisticated telecommunicatlon aystera•. 

2 Ibid. 
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0~ particular significance is the emergence of 

the US as the virtual "Czar" of the information and 

communication arena since World War II. Mouthing 

' pseudo cliches it has heral.ded. through the trans
i 

\national. corporations, the ttAmerican eentury". The 
I 
) 
I 

':United Kingdom (UK) toda.v occupies, at best, an 
\ 
junior position compared to it. This, as said before, 
l 
is a reflection of the post-war intsmational power 

\ 
) 

.canario. 
I 

Incidentally, today we are in the midst of a 

situation that Prof. H .. Krupp prefers to call as the 

•J.nfomoti.t:ation of society". It is a phenomenon that 

has 'f;he poten tiel ef "embracing the entire globe as it 

dif'fii\~• into all elements of society : technical, 
' '.7.14. 
' -~ ' ,._ .. 3 econa. 1 and social •••• 

These developments have helped create an order 

that is aPPallingly unjust to a vast number of countries, 
' ' ' 

particularly of the latin American, Asian and African 

3,. H. Kurupp, "Economic and Societal consequences 
of Informationtt, in, Barrie T. Stern, !!.!!,. , 
Information and Innovation (Contemporary Topics 
in Information Transfer, vol.I) (AMsterdam,1982), 
p.27. 
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continents. The sa three continents, as is W!ll known, 

accaunt.s for two-thirds of the world •s population. 

We have, what may be called, "castaism", even in the 

information and communication arena. This apparently 

leads to imbalances in tbe existing information and 

communication order, with telling effects. 

The level and forms of imbalance that the 

\MacBride Commission Report speaks of in the arena of 

'·nJI.w• circulation can be applied, in general, to the 
I!; 

· ·existing information and CCJDmUnication order eer .!!!.• 

This imbalance which has both a qualitative and a 

quantitative dimension is a complex and varied 

phenODlenon. Imbalance can be between: ·(a} developed 

and developing countries as the flow of inforatation 

is conditioned to the availability or non-availability 

of adequate infrastructural faciiities; ·(b) nations 

having different political and socio-economic 

systemst · ·(c) developed countries belonging to the 

same political aystem, particularl.y between sma.ller 
. . 

and bigger onesJ ·(d) the deve~oping countries 

themselves; and {e) the sensational and topical 

information, and the developmental and indepth 
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4 
coverage, as for example in the domain o'f news. 

Though there is a diffezence in details in 

each of the areas that come under the zubric of 

information and communication order, inequality in 

their possession is a commonality that binds them 

all. It is, however,. in the context of the developed 

vis-.a,-via the developing countries that this inequality 

is confronted as a brutal reality, with all its 

hideous ramifications. 

The structure that gives. rise to the dominance 

of the Western industrialised world has alxeady been 

discussed. In so doing, an attempt was made .to 

underline the structural aspects that keeps a majority 

of the nations, particularly the developing one a, in 

a .dependent relationship. It ie pertinent at this 
0.. 

point to addL'few mora points to complete the picture. 

4 ManY Voices, One World 1 Communication and Societ.y 
Today and Tomorrow (being the Report of the 
International Commission fOr the Study of 
Commuication Problema (New Delhi,1982). p.36. 
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As it is, most of the developing countries, 

prior to their independence in the 20th century, 

were under colonial domination, which extended in 

India' e case, far ins tanca for about 200 years. 

This ensured a relationship that was grotesque in all 

its dimensions - political, economic and social. 

Systematically, these "periphery" nations were depleted, 

a process that helped the "metropolis" countries to 

fatten and develop themselves and thereby complete 

their bourgeois revolutions against existing feudal 

social orders. 5 De-colonisation did not help matters 

much - for it meant in many cases only a formal 

independence. The Bretton-Woods economic structure, 

the bloc-dominated international political power 

structure, and the communication and cu1tural structure, 

all helped create a scenario that is dubbed as 

"neo-colonialism". Short in finance, technology and 

infrastructure! facilities, these "Wx-etched of the 

Earth" were prescribed in a· majority of cases. in the 

5 For details, see among otherst 
Robert I. Rhodes,~., Imperialism end Under
development: A Reader (New York,1970) 
A .G. frank, tapi tal ism and Underdevelopment in 
l~tin A~rica : Historical Studies of Chile 
and Brazil (New Yark,1967)J and F. fanon, The 
Wretched of the Earth (Harmondsworth,1985):--
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•tirat davelop~aent decade", the Western development 

' modal and they took to it like ducks to water. In 

the field of information and communication, W.stern 

aodala were implanted without earing much as to whether 

these grafting would suit these nations or not. Onca 

hardware was iaported, the software fb llowed and kept 

on flowing, for these nations b~ci and hath in a aajori t~ 

of casas, no -racili tiea for their own production. 

Besides, Western exports ware, and are, very cheap, 

compared to local productions. · This sorry plight was 

also accentuated, and ia baing perpetuated, by the 

prevalence of Western educated eli tea J.n the power 

circlea of the devaloping nations. 

The dependency circle thus come to engulf tha• 

countries all round. But the information and communi-
7 

cation modal, •• expected, failed the• countries. 

6 tha structural aspects have already ~en discussed 
earlier in the .. -t~ n..St' '~ .. :.:· Chapter. Refexencas 
may ·also be made tor Hamza Alaviland Teodor Shanin, 
!.9.!,., ntrodu ion· to a Sucioloa of •new o i g 
Societies• · Landon, 198 J Barbaxoa Wa , etc., !....!.•, 
fh• Widenifq G'p 1 Davelap•nt in tha 1970• 

New York, ~911 and s. George, How the Othe:r Ha1 f 
Diea (Harmondaworth, 1978)~ 

7 For an useful discussion aees Krishan Sandhi, 
J;ommynication. , Grow;th and Pyblic Policy (New Delhi, 



53 

They slowly came to realise the over-powering 

dominance of the Western powers. It is this that 

sparked off a tumul taus debate in the '70s, which 

reached its denouement in 1980 6 when the 21st 

Session of the liens ral Conference of the UNESCO passed 

·the resolution on the "New World Information and 

Communication Order". 

Apparently, the inequality in the existing 

infoJ:mation and communication order necessitates a 

through going enquiry. This is important because 

not only is it the apicent:re of the outburst, launched 

by the developing countries against the Western 

industrialised countries led by the US, but also 

because this has serious repercussions in the 

political, economic and social arena. The scope of 

the present chapter would thus be to analyse the 

magnitude of Western monopoly in the field of infor

mation and communication. The analysis is sought 

19 83) , chapters 1 and 2. Also see : 
Everett M. Rogers, "'The Rise and rall o'f the 
Dominant Paradigm",· Joumal a'f t;ommunicetion 
(Philadelphia), vol.28, no.1, Winter 1978, 
pp.64-69. 
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to be done on the basis of a hypothesis which states 

thatr the existing information and communication 

order las given rise to almost a total monopoly of 

the Western powers in the fiald of' information and 

comm_unication. 

(lJ) 

The Transnational 1)4mination: 

The main agency that perpetuates and accentuates 

the magnitude of Western monopoly in the existing 

information and communication order is, what 

Somavie calls, "ths tran-snational power structure". 
8 

- In fact, communication patterns, at the international 

level, "closely follow other sectors of economic 

li. fe, in which the general expansion of tran•national. 

corporation& in the most vi.tal fields is one of the 

8 Juan Somavia, "The Transnational Power 
Structure and International Information, 
Elements of a Third World Policy for Trana
national News Agencies"; Development Dialogue 
(Uppaala}, ... ~. 1976, p.15. 
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significant recent trends -ffecting the world market, 

trade-, -employment; and even the stability and indepen

dence of some countries.•9 

As the MacBride Commission Report notes: 

"The phenomena known as 'tranenationei..tzation 1 or 

'transnationality' has affected practically the whole 

field of communication. Indeed, one can speak of a 

transnational communication phenomenon. Just as in 

other sectors of the transnational economy, it is 

possible to identify in the indus trial and financial 

operations of mass communication, centres which control 

production and services and the peripheral markets to 

which they are addressed.n10 

The transnation_al communications structure 

covers a whole .gamut of activities "comprl.sing news 

agencies, advertising agencies and data banks, and 

9 ~anY Voices, One World : Communication and 
Society Today and Tomorrow, n,4, p,106.-

10 lbfd., pp.106-07. 
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supplying information retrieval services, radio and 

television programmes, til.ms, radiophotos, magazines, 

books, novelettes and comic papers with world-wide 

cireul.ation. Various components, originating mainly 

in industrialised world, reinforce each other, 

stimulating in toto the consumerst desire to attain 

forms at social organization and li'ftt-styles imitative· 

of the industrialized capitalist countries, which, 

experience has shown, can only be applied in Third 

World on the basis of high and increasing concentra

tion af income in the hands of a few and of untenable 

social ina qual. i ty." Things are c and i tiona d in sue h 

a way that the receiving populace consider them 

"historically inevitable", to be accepted without 

any hesitation whateoever.11 

At this stage the question that necessarily 

arises iaz what do we mean by a transnational agency? 

One definition which may be accepted, with slight 

modi ficetion, is the one given by the Group of Eminent 

11 Somavia, n.B, p.17. 
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~arsons~ set up by the United Nations. According 

to them a transnational corporation is one which 

own or control production or service facilities 

(or operate) outside the countries, in which they 

ere based. Such enterprises are not always incorpora-

ted or private. They can also be co-operative or 

State-owned entities ·(the words in brackets refer 

to the modification). 12 
The central objective behind 

transnational operation is their desire to consoli-

date and expand their capacity to act and exert 

13 
influence throughout the world. In the developing 

countries their source of power lies in their ability 

to control technology, finance-capital and marketing, 

as well as in the dissemination of ideas, opinions 

and valuas.14 The transnational corporations swear 

12 v. Gauri Shanker, Taming the Giants : Trans
national Corporations (Hew Delhi,1980) .pp.t9 ... 29. 

13 Somavia, n. B, pp.1 5-1 6. 

14 Thomas Guback and Tapia Varia, 11 Transnational 
Communication and Cultural Industries", 
Reports and Papers on Mass Communication, 
no. 92 , (Paris , 19 82 ) , p. 5 • 
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by the market and gear everything towards that. 

Apparently, information is mainly relegated to the 

status of baing mere "commodity", to be bought and 

sold. 

The transnationalization of the communication• 

arena has been "parallel and supportive of inter

nationalizing of capital". As is the rule, "economic 

expansion is unfallingly associated with political 

and socio-paychological expansion: that is foreign 

investment of capital imply soc isl and cultural 

15 consequences, and the export of ideolog.v.• 

The transnationalization in the field has been 

rapid after the '50s when there was a shift towards 

manufecturin g and :r::elated areas such as ban king, 

advertisement and media industries. This proce sa 

was facilitated by technological innovations in 

industrial production and international communication. 

Facilities of air travels, telephones, telex, 

15 Tapio Varia, •Aspects of the Impact of 
Transnational Corporations on Communication", 
International SocJ.ol Science Journal {Paris), 
vol.XXVIII, no.4, 1976, p.aoa; 
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satelli tee, etc., enabled the establishment of 

p~oduction units in many countries. Besides, a 

global strategy directed from central headquarters 

helped in maintaining control over the whole 

process. 16 

A pertinent point to note is that there are 

different degrees of tran,snationalisation in the 

field, still largaly composed 'of int~rnat ional 

marketing and distribution operations. The electro

nics industry, fer example, has maximum trans-

nationalisation as compared to othereJ one reason 

for this being the neconomics o~ scale". They are 

therefore found in areas which have cheap labot.tr and 

markets for export. However, tha highly skilled labour 

and research and innovation are centred in their home 

countries. 17 

16 Guback and Varis, n.14, p.S. 

11 Ibid., p.so. 
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Guback and Varia divides their activities into 

18 the following categories: 

1 • those who own or cont ro 1 a foreign 

media industry, far example, publishing 

house, television station, film production 

company, ate. J 

2. those who own or control a foreign 

marketing network, for example, 

distribution system, •ffices, etc.J 

and 

3. those who contra 1 foreign sales of 

madia products, for example, they are in 

a dominant pGsition in foreign merkets. 

A vast majority of the communication trans

nationals hail from the US. Next in the list coma the 

European countries. It is estimated that 34 of the 

500 largest non-American companies are directly or 

indirectly related to communications. These are 

baaed in the federal Republic of Germany (13 companies), 
. ' . . ·~ 

UK (7), france (5), Sweden ·(4), Netherlands (2) and 

18 Ibid., p.7. 
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Italy (1 ). Two of these (ITT Europe and Honeywell 

Bull), though baaed in Europe, are controlled by US 

based companies. Rank Zerox is the most profitable 

among the lot - its profit margin is rated at 

1 a.2 per cent though the largest is the Dutch 

Philips, producing hardware.19 

(III) 

The Quantitative and Qualitative Aspects of 

Monopoly": 

When we speak of imbalance in the existing 

information and communication order we ze fer to two 

of its categories viz. 1 the hardware and the software. 

Hardware, here 1 refers to technological equipmente 

like computers, television receivers, parts, 

transmitters, etc.J raw materials like pulp for 

making paper, raw films, etc. Software, on the other 

hand refers to books, film for entertainment, 
20 music, etc. 

19 Varis, n.1 5, p. 614. 

20 Vijaya Lakshmi, K.P., "The United States and 
the New Information Order 1 1967-1979", 
(H.Phil.Dissertation, Jawaharlal NehJ:U University, 
School of International Studies, New Delhi. 
1981), p.25. 
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Besides, there are two dimensions to it, viz., 

the quantitative and the qualitative dimension. 

Each of these bears analysis to unravel thair true 

import. 

Be aides, there are two d imensi ana to it, viz., 

the quantitative and the qualitative dimension~ Each 

of' these bears analysis, in unravel their true import. 

(A) The Quantitativa Dimension: 

Though it is impossible to make a precise quanti ... 

tative assessment of Western transnational control of 

the information and communication structure, an idea 

of it can be had from the various studies carried out. 

Naked statistics show that in the total flow of 

information between the induatrialil3ad part of the 

war ld - which has one-third of the world 's population 

- and the developing countries - that have two-thirds 
• 

of the 
It 

world t s population - Lis at least 100 times more 

intense towards the latter than vice versa. 
21 

21 Varis, n.15, p.B23. 
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As for the degree of transnational control. 

it can be grasped from the fact that nearly 75 per 

cent of'· hardware of all systems of communication 

media of the Western nations is controlled by about 

6 corporations of the US, UK, Holland and West 

22 Germany. 

It is also unfortunate that about 70 per cent 

of the population of the world is still unable to 

be adequately informed of events taking place in 

their own or in other countries.
23 

. According to figures culled about five years 

ago, the. US could boast of about 75 per cent of the 

total world circulation of television pro grammss., 

50 per cent of the cinema films. 60 per cent of 

'!'ecorda and cassettes, 89 per cent of computerized 

commercial information, 82 per cent of the production 

22. N.L. Chawla, "The Media : An Insidious Tool"• 
World Focus (NewDelhi), vol.S, no.B,S6, 
August 1984, p.2s. 

23. Dragan Bartolovic, "The Contemporary World, 
Underdeveloped C!ountries and Communication: 
in favour of a NIIO", Socialist Thought and 
Practice {Beograd), vol.XIX, no.J, March 1979, 
p.54. 
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of electronic parts, 65 per cent of commercial 

advertisement, and in conjunction with two of its 

European subsidiaries, 90 per cent of a~l television 
24 

news and documentary pl.'Ogrammes. 

A brief survey of the different components of 

the existing infoxmation and communication order would 

show that there is appalling imbalance everywhere. 

In almost all the areas the domination of a few is 

immense. Basad on statistics again, a catalogue 

of the imbalance in these areas ia as followaa 

ta) The News Agency Scene: According to Tapia Varis 

the news agencies represent the "first examples of 

25 transnational communication". Since World War I I, 

and as of now, it is the US that is at the top. 

This is because of its ascendancy in the political 

and economic field ,and the campaigns it carried on to 

24 Altaf Gauhar, "Third World 1 An Alternative 
Press", Jour ·of lnternational fairs 
(New York , vol.35, no.2, F'all Winter 1981/2, 
p.172. 

25 Varis, n.15, p.809. 
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break the backs of the British led news cartel. 

The resulting e~fect has been that since the War and 

till date, the four sisters - the Associated Press 

('AP), and the United Press Inte:mational ( UPl) of the 

US, Reuters of UK and Agence France Presse (AF'P) of 

france, have been dominating the news agency scene. 

So much so, that BO per cent of all information, 

printed or broadcast over radio and television 

emanates from these ttBig Fourtt. They have successfully 

carved out their xespective zones of influence all 

over Asia 1 Africa and Latin America.
26 

They operate 

in about 110 countries of the world, including India, 

transmitting as many as 45 million words a day. 27 

This compares unfavoursbly with the circulation of 

the. Non-Aligned News Agency Pool (NAJUAP), during the 

same period• which was only about 40,000 words a day, 

of which universally usable material in the form of 
28 

. professionally produced news item was a small part. 

26 Chowla, n.22, p.25. 

27 A. Raghavan, "Relation with NIEO s Sialll8ae 
Twins", World F"ocys ~ val. 3, no.1, 
25,Jenuery 198~, p.25. 

28 P. Unnikrishnan, "News Pool : Competition Not 
the Aim", World Focus, ibid., p.22. 
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Besidtus., a number of countries in Africa and Asia -

1 a in Africa and 4 in Asi.a - lacked news agencies, 

even as late as the early •aos.29 The situation has 

not improved much since. 

Karl Norden-s-trang estimates that 67 per cent 

of news disseminated in the world comes from the 

US. 30 On the basis of a detailsd study of tha state 

of news agencies around the world, Rohan Samarajiwa 

finds that the economies of replication, pricing 

policies, market control and divusifi.cation, perpetu

ates the monopoly of the "Big Fourn news transnational8 

and prevents new entrants from getting a foothold. 
31 

In the dissemination of economic end business 

news across the world, the control is still in the 

hands of two organizations : Reuters Economic Service 
. . 

and AP-Dow Jonea. 32 

29 · Raghavan, n.27, p.25. 

30 Bartolovic, n.23, p. 54. 

31 Rohan Samarajiwa, "Thixd WOX'ld Entry to News 
Market : Pxoblems and Possible Solutiona11 , 

Mainst:ream (New Delhi), vol.XXIII, no.2B, 
9 March 1985, pp.35-44. 

32 Raghavan, n.27, p.2s. 
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Article services of major newspapers are another 

form of monopoly which the transnational& have. The 

New York Times news services, for example, distributes 

to 1 36 important newspapers through out the~ 1 d. Ana 

in world 'a news film agencies, only 3 are important, 

viz., the British Visnews (owned mainly by Reuters 

and the British Broadcasting Corporation), thB British

American UPI-TN, and the American CBS-News. Their 

strength lie in their ownership, i.e., they are a part 

of major news age.ncies and tel.evision companies, with 

both world-wide news gathering network and technical 

equipment of news-film production. The developing 

nations are totally dependent on them for their national 

television. Moreover, in pictorial foreign news 

material, more than one-half of Europe's regular news 

exchange between television campania s is news film 

t .. 1 33 agency me e~a • 

(b) The Electronic Media: In the electronic media, 

as Chawla points out, revolutionary expansion has been 

vary significant. •During 1950-75 while the percentage 

increase in the number of copiB s of daily newspapers 

was +77, in the number of radio and tela vis ion 

receivers the increase was +471 and +3235 respectively. 

33 Varia, n.15, pp.B27-28. 
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As the networks expandedt the increase in transmission 

hours in radio and television could not be sustained 

by local software productions. Most of the countries 

in ths underdeveloped regions therefore resorted to 

importing a great deal of tela vis ion and radio 

programmes for their broadcasting stations and much 

enlarged audiences. The share of imported material 

particularly in TV programmes is something as much as 

90 per cent. This in turn has led to the flooding of 

international markets with product'3 of Western television. 

According to an estimate • over 400 million people of 

Latin America, Africa and Asia watch the American 

serial "Bonan%a" every week ••• Another estiMate 

suggests that western television networks sell and 

distribute abroad transmission ~eterial for about 

250.000 hours every year and tte profit to television 

networks in the United States alone is about 

S 100 million ••• sometimes these programmes are sold 

at very low prices and ••• have the effect of 

discouraging ti'le national network from investing in 
34 their own productions.• 

34 Chawla, n.22, pp.25-26. 
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Coming to the hardwaze part of it, ~orth 

America and Europe controlled 75 per cent of sound 

broadcasting tran_smitters in 174, while Asia l-ad 10 par 

cent, Africa 3 per cent, South America 11 per cent 

and Oceania 1 per cent. As ~or the distribution of 

radio receivers, North America and Europe together 

had 78 per cent in 1 976, while Asia had 12 per cent, 

South America had 6 per csnt, Africa 3 per cant and 

Oceania 1 per cent. In case of television broadcasting 

transmitters, North Anerica and Europe had 71 per cent, 

Asia 25 per cant, South America 2 per cent, and Africa 

and Ocearaia 1 .per cent each, in 1 974. Besides, in the 

distribution of television receivers, North America 

and Europe had 82 per cent in 1'76, Asia 10 per cent, 

South America 5 per cent, Africa 1 per cent and 

Oceania 2 per cent. 35 

·(c) Radio Frequency, etc.: In the distribution of 

the radio frequency spectru• between the few developed 

countries and the many developing ones, the s:irtuation 

has been equally disturbing s the control of the 

36 developed countries being 90 per cent of the spectrum. 

Similar discrepancy arises in the allocation o'f 

35 Manv Voices, One World' CoMmunication and Society 
today and Igmorrow, n.4, p.127. 

36 N .L. Chawla, "An Overview" • World Focus, n .27, 
pp.J-4. 
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'parking' slots in the ge o-s tationar y orbit, which is 
. . . . 37 

where synchronous satellites are Placed in apaee. 

Acteordlng to the MacBride Commission Report : 
~-r . . 
' . 

ttAssignmentf»f radio frequencies inavitably bears a 

relationship to the number o.:nA power of transmitting 

stations, of which developing countries have a prepon

derance, but it must also be related to the soe'ial and 

cultural needs of all nations. 38 

·(d) Telecommunications: As in other fields, the world 

development in telecommunication has been very uneven 

too. The Cable and Wireless Group - incorporated in 

the United Kingdom - and associated companies a:ne. the 

world's largest international telecoDtmunication: 

operatorAwith activities covering the whole world~ 39 

tt There are at present some 400 million tela pho~ s in 

the world, an increase of about 1 ,000 par cent since 

1945 ••• Eighty per cent of the world's telephones are 

37.r B.G. Varghese, "MacBride Commission a Correcting 
Imbalances", World Focus, ibid., p.7. 

3~~ Many Voices, One World : Communication end Society 
Iodax and Tomorrow, n,4, pp.132-33. 

39 Varia, n,15, p. 621. 
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in only ten countries of North America and Europe, 

for a total population of about 750 millionJ 

approximately half of all telephones are in the 

United States alone, where several cities have more 

phones than people. The socialist world has 7 per cent 

of the world's telephones for a population of 1,300 

million, and the developing world has 7 per cant for 

population of 2 1 000 million."
40 

In the field of telephones and telegraphic 

equipment there is a keen competition• with Japanese 

and American firms _coming up fast. The competition 

is keenest between the big three British firms and 

continental European supplies ( L .M. Ericsson in 

Sweden, ITT and Siemens in the Federal Republic of 

Germany, and Phillips iri the Netherlands).
41 

Satellites: Artificial satellites, launched by a 

few coun-tries, are a J.'t!lvolutionary facet of modern 

communications. Today, the satellite systems include 

communication satellites and associated earth station 

40 Many Voices,one World: Communication and Society 
Today and Tomorrow , n. 4, p. 54. 

41 Varia, n.ts, p.811. 
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terminals. The global coverage of satellite systems 

include all kinds of telecommunication service..s,from 

international telephony, telex and telegraphy, to data 

42 
and television transmission and reception. 

Herein, the Western Powers, exert monopoly 

through the Intelsat ·(the International Satellite 

System), a communications consortium of the. Western 

bloc. Its present: membership, i.e., those who subscribe 

to ita services s tend at 1 09. The 21 year old system, 

created by the US, provides telephone, telex and TV 

transmissions to most of the worldJ it also provides 

the so-called "hat-line" between Washington and Moscow. 

There is also a report that the Soviet Union is 

thinking of joining it. 43 Significantly, in the West, 

the production of satellites and the operation of 

communications through such channe-ls are largely in 

private hands. 44 

42 Ibid. 

43 News items "USSR likely to Join Intelsat", 
Times of India (Newt'Delhi), 15 March 1985• 

44 Alcira Argumedo, "The New World Information 
Order and International Power•, Journal of" 
International Affairs, vol.3S, no.2, Fall ~.;i.nter, 
1981/2, p.186. 
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(e) films: Aecording to Guback and Varia the film 

companies were the first transnati onals, after news 

agencies, in the mass media field. 
45 

A majority of 

the films shown, are produced by B or 9 l sr ge US motion 

picture companies : MCM, Columbia Pictures, Twentieth 

Century F"ox, MCA, and in the case of children, 

Walt Disney Productions. 
46 

Some tine back, the Walt 

Disney ~reductions claimed that 100 million people 

watch a Disney film e.L~ek and that 800 million people 
€...\{Q.)I.~ 

read _ 0.. book or magazine L 'Week published by their 

1'irm. 47 

.. In many countries imports reach upin 90 per 

cent of the films on ex hi bit ion. As of now, less 

than 12 production and distribution companies., 

. collectively labelled as the "Hollywood•, keep'· half 

the cinemas in the nan-socialist world suppled with 

films. Films from Western countries are also widely 

shown in th!l socialist countries. 
48 

45 Gubeck and Varis, n.14, p.5 •. 

46 Argumedo, n.44, p.182 •' 

47 Chawla,. n.22, p.26. 

48 Varis, n.1 5, p.823. 
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The hardware for film produc tian is controlled 

by a small number of transnational corporations of 

American, Dutch., West German, Japans se and British 

origin• Eastman Kodak, Phillips, RCA, Matsushita, 

CBS, Sony, E MI, Zenith, Grundig and Polaroid. 49 

(f) Video-Cassettes r The vide o-cesse tte mark at is 

dominated by major corporations linked to the electro .... 

nics. industry, viz., RCA, Phillips,· Sony, Hitachi, 

CBS, MGM, and EMI. 
50 Japan alone produces three

quarters of the world's videa-cassette recorders. 51 

(g) Record Produetion; The leading :record producer 

in the world is the US with almost 70 per cant of the 

world's sale outside socialist countries (equivalent in 

1974, to I 2,200,000 aillion). At the end of the •60s, 

however, it had made well over half af the vorld's 
52 sales. 

Out of the $ 8 billion world market turnover in 

gramophone records in 1977, about 60 per cant of this 

49 Argumedo, n.44, p.1B3. 

50 Ibid. 

51 M. Singh, "land of the Rising Sale s•, Sundav Ravia~, 
Iimee ot .I ,gil., 20 October 1985. 

52 Varia, ·n.15, p.B26. 
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was in the hands of CBS, El'r1I, Polygram, Warner 
53 

Communications, and RCA. 

(h) Integrated Circuits: Between 60 to 70 per cent 

of the worl.d ts integrated circuits production is generat

ed in the US whe1'1t 5 corporations control BO per cent 

of the countries national production, alongside largest 

computer producers, who, owing to their schemes of 

vertical integration (for example at IBM), use their 

own production to cover a majority of their require-
54 menta. 

In general, transnational activity is highest 

in the electronics arena. These corporations are 

rapidly advancing foreign sales and activities abroad, 

ranging from diffex:ent lines of' production to research 

and services (for example, ITT has affiliates in 67 

countries and realises more than one-half of ita 
55 profits abroad). The industry., as such, is dominated 

mainly by the US, .West Germany, UK, Holland, france 

and Japan. The production field of the 1 S largest 

enterprises in electronics industry control 75 per cent 

53 ~rgumedo, n.44, p.1B3. 

54 Ibid., p.1 as. 
55 Varia, n.15, p.B14. 
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56 
of world t s communications a quipnen t sales. 

(i) Computers: In the case of mmputers available 

data show that •developed nations possess over 

95 per cent of the world's computer capacity, 
57 

measured by the value of equipmBnt". The American 

giant IBM is responsible for 70 per cent of all 

computer installations in the entire globe, Even 

in Japan, a nation considered to be a heavy-weight 

in computer hardware, the IBM has over a quarter 

of the market. In fact, its power helps explain the 

extra-ordinary pre-eminence of the US in the 
58 

information field. 

·(j) Data Besse; Data bases, considered to be very 

vital in present day life, also suffer from monopoly 

control. At present 90 ps r cant of all the infor

mation i-n the world is held in tte data bases of tha 

US, 59 The gravity of this situation can be perceived 

56 Argumedo, n,44, p,185, 

57 Manv Voices, One World: Communication and 
Society Tod;y. and Tomorrow, n.4, p,129. 

58 Anthony Smith, The Geopolitics of Information: 
vow Western CUlture Dominmtes the World 

London,1980), pp.133-34, 

59~· S.c. Par asher, "New World Infornaat ion Order", 
India Qyarterly (New Delhi), vol,XXXIX, no,2, 
Af)ril-June 1983, p,181, 
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from, for example, the fact that all the information 

needed by Swedish fire departments is kept in a special 

database in florid~. 60 

(k) The Advertisement Domains Advertitiements have 

become such an important facet of 1 ife that, as of now, 

advertisement receipts constitute the bulk of media 
' 61 

revenues outside the socialist bloc~ Coming to the 

specifics, the Western advertisement field is now 

domi·nated by no more than 50 large advertisement 

companies of transnational character which operate in 

various countries of the world. In the •7os, the 

25 largest advertisement agencies in the world obtained 

more than 50 per cent of their earnings from abroad_. 
62 

-.Besides,. of the 10 leading advertisement agencies of 

·the world, 1 are wholly American owned t 2 others 

(International Needham Un i vas 1 and SSC & B Inc • ) have 

American interests, while 1 ( Dentsu - limited to 

domestic activity) is a Japans se agency. The 

concentration in international advertising agencies is 

60 Smith, n. 58., p.129 ~ 

61 Samarajiwa, n.31,. p.39. 

62 Argumedo, n.44, pp.1B3-84. 
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even more severe than infiirect foreign investment. 

Only 10 major advertisement agencies control more 

than 80 per cent of all foreign maj ori ty-cont:rolled 

advertisement agencies. 63 

Many authors agree that inte~national advertis

ing is di%Bctly linked to marks ti ng needs of ex pan ding 

global enterprises and maintains or reinforces the 

originator's values in developing countries, especially 

64 where consumption patte.:ms aze conce zned. 

(1) Book Production z In this field, the US and the 

Soviet Union are important - together they produce 

every year more than the whole of Africa (i.e., more 

than 80,000 titles) J other major producers a%8 the 

UK, the Federal Republ.ic of Germany, France, Netherlands 

and Polland. Hare, the number of :transnationals are 

not yet very large, and a.re eoncemed with technical., 

scienti fie and medical publications (though it is 

believed that they would take o wr other areas as well'~ 

for the British book-transnationals, exports are the 

main source of income - 37 per cent of all British 

books are currently exported. 66 

63 \lal!'i,e, n.1S, p.B28. 
64 Ibid •. 

65 Ibid., p. 826. 

66 Ibid., P• 820. 
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Besides, there are magazines wh~h have world

wide circulationJ Readers Digest for example sells 

h i 22 . t . -67 12 million copies every mont n fore:a.gn coun r1es. 

(B) Qualitative I ssua s: 

The quantitative aspec·ts, though they underscore 

the pernicious level of monopoly, yet, hide some vital 

aspects, which only an analysis of the qualitative 

aspects can explain. 

One such feature of monopoly is the acquisition 

of companies which helps boost transnational activity. 

In the 70s specially: "Mass media conglomerates. •. 

saw new subsidiaries as vehicles to help smooth the 

high and the low earning periods that occur often 

in the mass media indus tries. The hope was that when 

one media sector's profits where down (say, in 

consumer magazines), another's (say, business magazines) 

would be up."68 

67 ·Glen Fisher., American Communication in a Global 
Societv {New Jersey, 1 979), p. 71. 

68 Joseph Turow, "Corporate Planning and Media 
Culture", in Robert N. Bostrom (ed.) Communication 
Yearbook 7, {California,1983), p.435. 
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The American Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) 

is a g~od case in point. In 1 982, it controlled a 
i 

television network, 4 radio networks, and several 

rad~o and TV stations. It also awned 5 magazine 

pubiishing companies, with 43 Magtzinea, ranging 
' 

from Los Angeles to 'Info~aystema, a motion picture 

produ.cing firm, a market research firm, a marketing 

data base company, and a home video - cable, video 
69 

disc., and video cassette - programming firm. 

The transnationala are also good adaptors. The 

~$ film industry, for example, appears in different 

-forms and in different names in diffe1'8nt European 

countries. In the federal Republic o'f Germany, 

they operate as independent affiliates, but in Italy 

and france, the-y are partners of domes~ic industries. 

The penetration of foreign investment is aimed at 
. . . 

obtaining access to, or even control of domestic 
. . . ' 

production or services in media markets abroad. 70 

Linkages have_ also helped much. to take ABC 

again as ·an exampie,, it linked up wiith Westinghouse 

69 Ibid. 

70 Varia. n.1 5, P• 822. 
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to create a Satellite News Channel Operation, with 

ESPN and Getty Oil 'for a sports pay cable service, 

and with Hearst for the ARTS and Daytime i\perations?1 

As of now the communication industries are being 

dominated by conglonerates "with significant stakes, 

in a range of major media markets giving them an 

unprecedented degree of potential control over tte 

range and direction of cultural production,"72 

Besides, we also have concentration in distribution, 

of films, for example. 73 

Many conglomerates are pursuing roads currently 

unpopular with consumers, in the hope that they will 

bear fruit in the future. Thus, a few book publishers 

are developing data base products and seriously enter

ing the data publication business • 74 Optimum utiliza

tion and economics of scale is what the big conglo

merates have advantage over the smaller ones; appal:l!lntly, 

tharefore, the big fishes eat the small ones. 

71 Turow, n. 68, p .43 5, 

72 Graham Murdoe k, "Large Corporations and the 
Control of the Communications Industries", in, 
Michael Gurevitch, etc., eds., Cultuze, Society 
and the Media (London,1983r, p.120. 

73 Varia, n,15, p.822. 

74 Turow, n,68, p,437. 
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Mass media conglomerates alSO give rise to 

what may be called a "chain-reaction". For example, 

media firms zequire a flaw of ideas and people to 
t'r-.Q.m 

help J.. in th.-e.W work. Thus, we have the rise of the 

public-relation industries, the advertisement 

industries and the press associations. 75 

What ie also important is that this centrali

zation is total - there is now a greater .centralization 
76 in decision-aaking even. A new corporate approach 

has developed which seeks to use the parent C·ompeny 

as a pivot linking various corporate operations 

philosophically and practically. The idea is to 

arrange the corporate parts eo that they might work 

for the good of the whole • 11 

An important development has been the under

cover activities of banks;, controlling Anerican 

businesses. In the US, 3 banking institutions -

Morgan Guaranty Trust, Chase Manhattan Bank-Chemical 

Bank N.Y. Trust and the F"irst City National Bank, 

75 Ibid., pp.437-3B. 

76 Guback and Veris, n.14, p.49. 

77 Turow, n.6a, pp.435-36. 
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either owned or controlled most of the transnational&; 

and this is done under tte cover up system o'f 

'nominees' and addresses. 
78 

An interesting poin,t that Jeremy Tunstall 

makes is that the commercial media systems and 

materials of the American type inveuiably beat 

government/public service media in terms of market 

appeal. The commercial media systems win market 

success if and when allowed to compete with public 

services systems; the public service media in such 

an event~ go on the defensive. 19 Citing the case of 

the British Broadcasting Corporation ( BBC), Murdock 

.holds that the major media corporations increasingly 

structure the business environment within which 

public communication organizations have to operate. 80 

There are besides, inconspicuous channels like 

cultural exchanges and institutions which lend 

. weig-hty support in transnational activit.:ias. 81 

According to Guback and Varis, the trananati onals are 

78 Varis, n.ts, p.B14. 

79 Chawla, n.22, p .• 26. 

SO Murdock, n.72, p.120. 

81 Chawla, n.22, p.2s. 
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actively entering the mass education field, parti

cularly with the introduction of new technology. 

Ths big electronic companies have educational divisions 

and are increasingly interested in the traditional 

mass media. As they observe, the introduction of a 

new medium usually takes place without much discussion 

and critical evaluation of its social .and cultural 

. t 82 1mpac • 

Media corporations are not separate entities 

by themselvesJ shareholding and directorial links 

between media companies are part of an expanding 

netwetrk binding major communications corporations to 
. 93 
the other core sectors of the economy. 

As Murdock rightly puts it, the effective 

reach of these corporations are likely to inc~ease 

further because of their strategic..command av~r new 

info.mation and video technologies. 84 Increasing 

monopo~y is therefore in the offing. 

82 Gubac k and Varis, n .14, p. SO. 

83 Murdock, n.72, p.1J7. 
. . 

84 Ibid., p.120. 
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(IV) 

The Daunting Fact: 

The world is thus divided largely into 

producers and consumers, even in the arena of in for-. . . . 

mation and communication. The monopoly status of . . 

the Western powers has resulted in a situation where 

the so-called "consumers", ins pi te of being in a 

majority, have 1D lo~k up to the "producers" at 

every twist and turn. It is this that has gat to 

be reversed for it entails innf:Jmera~le cor:-sequences 

which have gone against the interests of the 

majority. 

This monopoly, or "Colonialism in information 

and communication has been considered by many social . . 

scientists as the latest and yet e110the r major trend . . 

in empire-building." It is held to be equally 

damning as the earlier trends like military conquests, 
. . . 

a .militant Christianity and mercantile colonialism, 

alongwi th the Indus trial Revolution. The Western 

service based economy is a slave of information 

technology.J and since it is the preserve of a few 
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developed countries, "mercantile colonial ism has got 

replaced by what has been called the electronic 

colonialism." 85 

It has already been explained as to what it 

is that has given rise to, and perpetuates, this 

colonialiSIIl of the Western powers. Superiority in 

areas like finance-capital and technology are very 

important in this connection. For example, the 

US spent $ 49,700,000 in 1 979 for publicity and 

advertising purposes, a sum greater than the total 

estimated balance of payments deficit -Of developing 

countries i.n 1976. 86 Or for that matter, the gross 

income of a corporation AT & T in 1979 was S 36 billions 

which surpassed the gross national income o 1 11 8 of 

tha 145 member atates of the United Nations. 87 As 

'for technological superiority, it has almady bi!IBn 

explained that the m-called information and communi-

cation revolution is centred in the developed world. 

To these two factors, Varia would add two 

other factors 1 marketing and dissemination of ideaa. 88 

as. Chawla, n.22, p.2s. 
86 Argumedo, n.44, p.183. 

87 Ibid., pp.18D-81. 

88 Varis, n.15, p.Boe. 
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An ideJ' of their marketing can be had from EMI. It 

is one of the\ largest racord producers in the world 

(main labels - EMI Records, His Master's Voice, 

Music for Pleasure, and Capitol in the US) J besides, 

it owns recorel and music companie a in approximately 

30 countries. It is active not only in leisure 

industries (tapas and records, whieh account for 

most of ita income} , but also in fUm production end 

exhibition, television and electronics. 89 - As for the 

dissemination of' ideas, the hold of the advertising 

eompanies~ outlined above, explain .the predicament. 

Ideological justification for their activities 

is obtained under the guise of the •free flow of 

. information" • They quote UN and UNESCO Charters 

and Declarations, and other documents to vindicate 

··their clai~ll. But rights impl.v duties; and this they 

. fail to appreciate. They deliberately side-track 

appeals to the effect that they can best subserve the 

various UN and UNESCO Charters only by agreeing to 

co-operate with the developiog countries. Tha.'t 

89 Ibid., p.B21. 
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interdependence, and not dependence, is the need of the 

hour, is conveniently forgotten by them. 

We have, on the other hand, the pitiable 

condition of the developing countries. As the former 

Information and Broadcasting Minister of India, 

Ml.". v. Sathe, pointed out: "We are still way behind 

the noma commended by the UN£ SCO in the 60s to 

developing countries that they should attain at 

least 10 daily newspaper copies, 20 radio-sets and 

2 c;i.nema seats per one hundred people. Alcmg with 

the physical targets of means of in format ion 

reception, we are faced with the urgent problem of 

reading and communicating speedily and e f~ectively 

90 
with the people in remote, rural and tribal areas." 

Research and Development fR&.D) activity in tha 

developing countries are almost absent • · Because of 

the high l:'&search cost in advanced technology, the 

North is the only main innovator. More than 90 pel:' 
t'no.. 

cent of technicians and scientists work inldeveloped 

90 Speech of Shri Vasant Sathe, Minister of 
Information and Bmadcasting a Government of 
India, October 1980, XXI Session of the 
General Conference of the UNESCO, Belgrade 
(Mi1118ographed). 
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countries and more than 90 per cent of scientific 

activities are concentrated in research for the 

rich world. 91 No wonder, there fore, that in an 

UN Conference on technical co-operation held in 

Buenos Aires in September 1978, the participants 

accused the US and other industr.ially advanced nations 

of "technological colonialism", aimed at making the 

developing nations more dependent. 92 

The present world situation in the field of 

information and communication is thus, highly unequal 

with the US basking in its tmparalleled superiority. 

A few countries like Japan have advanced and even 

overtaken in sub-sectors, but even that has been 
.-~,.>·.· ~. 

under the "US umbrella". This trend is dangerous 

as even in the US the posses sian of technology are 

not with the people, but with the transnationa~s "who 

possess and control the basic foundation of these 

technologies and are directing them towards military 

91 Argumado, n.44 1 p.1B6. 

92 Golyakov, n.1, p.22. 
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and other forms of world domination pursued through 

business interesta.n93 

All these factors point towards just one 

conclusion, and that is that there is almost a 

total mon"Opoly of the Western powers in the field 

of in format ion and communication. 

93 R. Sadananda, "Chips, Computers and 
Information Technology : National and 
International Implications", ~ (New Delhi), 
26 January 1 984, p. t 23. 
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!;hapter-I II 

FOR 'THEIR' BENEFIT ONLY : THE IMPLICATIONS OF 

TKE DOMINANT-DEPENDENT EQUATION IN THE EXISTING 

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION ORDER 

(I) 

The Issues: 

A more vivid perception of the main thrust of 

the debate against tha existing information and 

communication order can be had from a careful analysis 

of the neg-ative effects of the to tal monopoly of the 

Western powers in the field of information and 

communication on the life and culture of the develop

ing countries. Such an analysis would, it is hoped, 

help both in vindicating the claims in favour of a 

NWICO, and in answering the critics who carp and 

cavil. against it and tend to explain away the grave 

crises afflicting the existing order as me xe 

aberrations. 

facts, like the existence of dependence in 

the existing information and communication order, the 

val.ues propagated and the detrimental effects on th• 

polity, economy and society of the developing nations, 
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are no mere rhetoric or slogan. Indeed" all these 

aspects coalesce to form the objectiw existential 

reality. It is in the operationalisation of the 

existing order that one comes face to face with each 

of these aspects - truth stares in the face rathe:r: 

in a brutal fashion. Apparent slogans like 

"information imperialism", "media diplomacy replacing 

gun-boat diplomacy .. , "the 20th century version of 

neo-colonialism", etc., are not mez.e expressions, but 

reaJ.istic designation of such manifestations. 

The "present-day world conditions - political,. 

economic, scientific, technological and military 

as we~l as social and cultural - tend to foster the 

position end influence of certain countries, and to 

perpetuate the dependence of a large number of other 

countries•. And in the overall scenario, "it has 

become increasingly clear that the effects of 

intellectual and cultural dependency are as serious 

as those of political subjection or ec anomie 

dependence." In fact, there ttcan be no genuine, 

effective independence without the communication 

%&sources needed to safeguard it." But, as ana1ysed 
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in the previous chapter, •in today's world, communi

cation has all too frequently become an exchange between 

unequal partners, allowing the predominance of th• 
1 

aora powerful, the richer and the better equipped." 

It is this, in coalition with other factors, which 

feeds the overall depe-ndency structu:te and props up 

the inequitous international order. 

The significance of the issues involved might 

seem to be vague, but it can be made vivid if we 

try to look beyond our nose and :telate the information 

and communication stru~ture to the problems of the day ; 

·nuclear arms race, drought,. hunger and poverty, 
' ' . 

illiteracy and false consciousness, racism, unemploy-

ment, economic recession, economic injustices, 

population explosion, e.c.ological destruction, sexism, 

rise of conservatism, etc. Towards the solution of 

all of these the· infoxmation and communication structu xe 

1 ion and 
the Report· 

for the Study 
Delhi, 19 82) 
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can play en important role by d~recting attention, 

raising consciousness, organising the masses, etc. 
2 

But the march o~ history has a different story to 

tell a1 together; the information end communication 

structure has been harnessed for even thwarting 

solution to these challenges and pe~petuating many of 

thesl& evils. 

And herein we come to -the role of the existing 

information and communication orde¥. The contention 

here, as presented in the form of a hypothesis, is 

that: the said order, because of its structural 

logic, has helped in the dissemination of the values 

of the consumerism-oriented Western market society, 

and on the other, has created a structure of dependence 

which has negative effects on the polity, eeon omy and 

society of the developing nations. 

This chapter -is devoted to en ana~ysis of this 

hypothests. It ma,y be nentioned here, for the sake 

of clarity, that ·this chapter is charged only with an 

analysis of the effects of the existing infomat ion 

2 Ibid., pp.34-35. 
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end communication order on the developing countries, 
' . 

and its related aspects not with its effects in 

general. This exercise is meant to further the 

ongoing project, which is an attempt at a cogent 

appreciation of the demand, led by the developing 

countries, for a NWICO. 

(II) 

!he· Values Catered to by the Existing Information 

and Communication Order: 

Value-neutrality is a concept devoid of 

normative concerns. By suspending the right of 

*discrimination • and tpreferenee •., it tends to equate 
I 

the good and the bad 1 the desirable ~d. the undesirable, 

and in so doing contributes to conformity with the 

St§tus guo. It overlooks or igftores the equations of 

everyday existential calculus. For instance can 

we overlook the fact, and suspend our value judgement 

on the existing info%mation and communication order, 

which indeed reflects certain values? Can we be 

blind to the •attendant distortions and imbalance • 

which reflect in some way the dominant inte%Sste of 
3 

the society f'rom which they emanate"? 

3 Ibid., p.37. 
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The values catered to by the monopoly Western 

media has to be looked into in this structural 

context - in the context of Western polity, economy 

and society,and its global ramifications. 

Politically, these countries axe defending a crisis 

ridden capitalist state apparatus, in the guise of 

liberal democracy, which in terms of power-equation 

has been dominated by entrf.nched political oligarchy 

and elite interest-groups. Economically, they are 

apolmg~st.s of the exploitative. Bretton Woods economic 

structure that divides the countries of the world into 

manufacturers of finished goods and suppliers of raw 

materials. Socially, these societies seek to uphold 

the dominant political and economic vel ue s of a 

bourgeois society - no wonder socialisation take a 

on a very important role, with both formal and info.rmal 

institutions harnessed for iha purpose. 

An idea of the values can be had from a look 

at the media role in each of the 1 three 1 worlds. 

In the report of the Stockholm Seminar, 1978, which 

was attended by the representatives of all the 

"three worlds", three different conceptions of the 
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role of the media, representing respectively the 

First, .Second, and the Third Worlds,wel.'8 recordad. 

The roles were thus defined:
4 

·(1) In Western countries they al.'S concerned 

essentially with the recording of facts, events, 

end situations in te1:ms of market re qui.rements -

a .Photographic record, as a French news executive 

put it. 

(2) In the Socialist nations the media is 

concerned first and foremost with the major problems 

besetting mankind, and with educational and cultural 

needs. 

·(3) In the Third Worl.d, the me.dia is construed 

as an instrument of development and there fore, while 

acting as the watchdog of public interest, it also 

has to share the burden with the state of the tasks 

of nation-building and also play the role of educato.r. 

4 D.R. Mankekar, "India and Third World", 
Mainstream (New Delhi), vol.XXII, no.15, 
10 December 19 83, pp.21-2i. 
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Thus it is, that the central values to which 

the Western media pays obeisance are the dominant 

capitalist values. These are values that seek to 

perpetuate and legitimise capitalist practices and 

build the illusion that the operation of the liberal 

democratic ideology serve well the interest of all 

people (despite manifest inequality). This is 

necessary for smooth bourgeois functioning. 

No wonder, these values project an aggressive 

achievement-oriented individual - brutally 

competitive and wedd•d to the realisation of the 

'individuised' goals through .. ans, fair and foul. 

It p%ottiees salvation for the individual hare and now 

and portrays society aa a hospitable arena in which 

the only road to success is one of cut-throat . . 

eoapatition, drive and thrift.. Tha values of 

cooperation, compassion, fraternal obligations towards 

.,allow human-beings, of charity of sansitivJ.ties and 

refinement of behaviour end justice, are all portrayed 

as dysfunctional, impractical and obsolete. There ia 

always the dream of a "pot of" gold at tha end of a 

rainbow• held out. 
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The dominant values so projected seek to 

serve "in.dividuals" and "groups" in a system that 

i.e 'given• end 'unchanging'. In effect they negate 

the concept of "class" and revolutionary change 

recasting the parameters of the given society of 
i:'tl.~'l 

uriequals. Therefore :L 11value· the liberal slogan 

of "freedom"7 without concomitant adherence to 

"equality", and without caring to realise that freedom 

in an unequal world leads to more inequality, and 

soc.ial degradation for the "have not" classes. 

The values popul.arised by the Western nedia 

promises the 1goodthings' in life and therefore cares 
. . . 

for such precepts as 'entertainment t, 'sensationalism', 

'po,~nography', 'individual gratification', 'journalism 

of the exception', .etc. It values "consuaerism", 
• + • • 

and believes in the uachination• of the market economy 

and" 'acquisitive society•. 

These values portray gc\Jernmental role as 

designed to mediate the aspirations of various 

individuals, wroups and classes, - portrayed, as it 

were, as a democratic, neutral agent, overlooking 

the class-bias of the ruling elite. 
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For its own ends it values altruism of a 

particular kind - in the perpetuation of the 

whiteman's burden,resulting in paternalism. It 

prefers th a 1 Wid. te 1 man against the 'Black 1 or 

tcoloured'• and men against woman. 

It believes in internationalism, 'for a 

"homogenised inte:mational market" is an economic 

necessity. Apparently, ethno-centric solutions of 

the North Atlantic communit.J are held out as "the 

model• for universal development and salvation~ 

It values such morality and ethics as are 

designed to serve the system - an outwardly god 

fearing, church going, conformist,bourgeoia man. 

· Naturally,the.je.ft:>P't-~t comes down hard and fast 

with labels against thosa who threaten the system. 

It values ths status gy_q because only this· can 

guarantes safe 'haven• to its axial beliefs and 

power structure - a~l talks are confined to issues 

within the system and not beyond. No wander, systemic 

~hang• is looked down upon with contempt and derided, 

as an unethif.;:al adventure of the naive and the wicked, 

possessed by the diabolical machinations of the 

'communist' ghost. 

l 
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'Piece-meal and fragmented social engineering • 

is its credo. It believes in the imperative of 

technological revolution and the refinement of 

techniques, within the parameters of the given 

bourgeois system. 

It generates various 1 myths 1 that go to uphold 

the edif'ice ... of what is portrayed as an objective, 

value-neutral, ·plural media, 'free' from government 

control, thet seeks to serve the needs and aspirations 

of the people. Examined more closely the~ would not 

bear much scrutiny, but nonetheless these are believed 

unfliQchingly as gospel tru.ths. 

Western mediamen continue to harp on the so

called value of' "objectivity", an euphemism for the 

uncritical acceptance of the events, news, projections 

and formulations given by the dominant media, whose 

bias is known, as "facts". Quite overlooking the more 

basic fact that the same events, news, projections, 

etc., can also be •seen' and 'portrayed' differently 

by a different perspective. The situation in South 

Africa, Namibia, Nicaragua, Vietnam is a case in point. 

The perception of social reality is based on 
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'selectivity o~ facts•, the angle of observation 

based on the existing framework o'f norms. There 

are no pure facts. There fore to b a reduced to the -
position of being just a collector of facts, means 

nothing. The essential point is interpretation, 

perception and projection. There is na such thing 

as abstract objectivity. It is there. fore naive to 

believe that one can safely judge, comment upon and 

observe other cultures. without any prejudice to 

•objectivity". That there is manifest "ethno

centrism• in western media is sought to be unabashedly 

negated. 

Another prime Western value shared, in 

different degrees and with different consequences, 

is a common belief in the separation of power be tween 

the media and government. "'The adherence to a 

privately owned and 'free• press is indeed perhaps 

the one fully shared self-defining belief of the 

democratic West. It is an intellectual doctrine but 

also an economic precept, pert and parcel of the 

notion of 1aissez-~aire.• 5 

5 
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Besides, the 'aspiration' for plural media is 

meant to guarantee competition, leading apparently 

to choice, discrimination and reliable knowledge for 

the masses. That this ie a mere facade and an illusion, 

given the massive monopoly hold of a few transnational& 

over the whole, is so evident, that to overlook it is 

an exercise in futility. 

The dominant values espoused by the Western 

mass media is in conformity with the role and purposes 

of the transnational corporations. Not only do they 

mobilise capital. and technologies and transfer them 

to the communication market;. the.v also market 

countless socio-cultural consumer goods which serve 

as ve_hiclas for the dissemination of an amalgam of 

ideas, tastes, valuas and . beliefs. They exert a 

direct influence _on the economic production apparatus 

of the countries in wh,;ch they operate, and play a 

significant role in commercializing their culture. 

They can thus modify the socio-cultural fbcus of an 
6 entire society. 

ManY Voices, One Wctrld : Communication and 
Society Today and Tomorrow, n.1, p.JB. 
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In fact thia power of the transnational• 

mat€_hes, and sometJ.mes, becauae of financial cl.aut, 
.... ; 

also o·utmanoeuvrea that of governments. This is 

cha~elisad througha ·(e) ownership ef •edie and 

other com•unication uana, or investment in tele

CoJtmunication channels J ·(b) production of ao'ftware 

and cU.suibu'tion of various kinds of pmgr.-nmes and 

cor:-tentsJ ·(c) advertising and marlcating J end 

(d) val!'ious indirect ways of influencing the produc

tion of • aaagea. 7 

Apparently, "the idea or vision of the world 

of the select few who have the political and aeon omic 

erivilege Df disseminating !daaa and i!!!agea to the 

whole woild, together with CORU1'18nts thereon .. ~" 

determine tha selection and arrangement of images. 

These become the very "mechanisms of thought• and 

since reciprocity is absent, accountability is 

virtually·nit. 8 

7·. Ibid., p.118. 

8~·1i'il Ibid. • p.1SO (emphasis in the original). 
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ln ·the market dominated intemat ional infor

mation and communication system the "content of 

communication - information or entertainment, or 

a mixture of the two - is treated as merchandise, 

marketed and sold in· the same way as other commodities .. " 

Therefore, the "social serviceu aspect of· "many 

communication media and vehicles has diminished, just 

as the quality of a large proportion of information 

and messages has decreased their values as a social 
' ' 9 ~G..S b~e.Y\ ' 

good." This scenario taecent.uated by the recent 

"adv'ances in the field o'f informatics• which have 

accelerated the emphasis on infoxmation as a commodity 

through the production and servic;es offered by data 

processing, data transmission and data retrieva1.•1 0 

The commercial aspect is 'touted' as neces 

'for freedom fmm governmental contml~ Some con 

this responsible for the Western conception of 

news as anJ.y that which sells. The developing n 

9 • I bid • • 1'-1 52. 

10 Ibid., pp .153-54 .. 
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however, consider this to be as dangerous a8 govern

mental control. The system, they feel, meets 

someone else 'a financially stronger demands and 

the rafore news becomes entertaining and sensationa1.
11 

Of all the components, advertising deserves 

special mention. Critics have drawn attention to the 

fact that it is essentially "concerned with exalting 

the materialistic virtue 8 of consumption by exploiting 

achievement drives and emulative anxieties, employing 

tactics of hidden manipulation, playing on emotions, 

maximizing appeal and minimizing infomation, 

trivializing, eliminating objective considerations, 

contriving illogical situations, and generally reducing 

men, women and chUdren to the zole of irrational 

consumar."12 In fact it has become a truism now that 

in aany socistiss "one of the main functions of 

advertising is linked to the dominant xequirements of 

the market; to influence people to want and to buy 

11 Glen Fisher, American Communication in a Glob!ll 
Societ.y ·(New Jersey, 1979), p. 66. 

12 Manx Voices, One World 1 Communication and 
Sociej:y TodftY and Tomorrow, n.1 1 p.154. 
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increasing quantities of a wide range of prod ucte. The 

system depends on this for its surviva1.•13 

These being the values, it is a small wonder 

then that the existing information and communication 

order works against those who aze alien to such values 

and are forced to accept these, both through "hidden 

persuasion" and "open coercion". And these people 

constitute the bulk of humanity living 'in two-thirds 

of the world's.newly liberated countries. 

(lll} 

Information and Communication Dependenc~ 

Structure: 

That the developing countries are at the wrong 

end o'f the information and communication structure 

can be easily perceived if we care to analyse the 

dependency relationship of these countries to the 

given structure of dominance of the advanced capitalist 

countries. Herein, it is pertinent to realise that 

"communication is not an industry like any other. It 

1 3 . Ibid • , p • 1 55. 
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intimately affects the psychological and so'cial 

framework within which men and women lead their lives. 

Hence,. the quantitativa imbalance is also a qualitative 

imbalance ••• " Besides, while "there a1'8 aspects o'f 

this imbalance in most parts of the world,. its ef'fect 

is most marked in developing countries because of the 

quality of' •ssages and the difficulty of penetrating 

into big news markets, as well ae because their general 

communication capability is weak. • 14 

Such domination is covert and exploits the 

situation inside the developing nations. Aided and 

abetted by the transnationals they esek to have a 

vice-like grip of the media in these nations. And, 

as any careful study would show, countries which 

have a weak base of development of ,local culture and 

its autonomy, is bound to fal.l a victim to Western. 

capitalist influencs and contro1.15 

•Before World War I I, the Third World countries, 

then under colonial rule, were completely dominated 

by Western c;ul tura. That cultural domination was 

14 Ibid., p.148. 

15 
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largely maintained through the print media - the 

imperial news agencies, and books - in an ethos 

generated by an alien colonial elite ruling th.e 

country# supported by a native subordinate counter

part."16 

But independence did not change their lot. It 

acquired more dangerous overtOnes with the structural 

control of' the media in the developing countries. 

Starting off as initial c~pital aid fer installation 

of new systems, the parent models were actually 

thrust upon them. · This enabled; for example, the 

British Broadcasting Corporation ( BRC) to retain 

its cultural influence ever its ex-colonies and 

through this, maintain ita economic grip. 17 

But hardwaxe does not keep the fire_ in the media 

hearth burning - there is the need for software, 

finances, technical know-how,. etc., which only the 

Western countries and specially, the transnational& 

can provide. Their offer is lapped up by governments 

end the eJ.ite in developing nations, who ,as it ware, 

16 Ibid., p.123. 

17 Ibid., pp.123-24. 
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18 
are bombed with fun and frolic, g la Western style. 

Concurrently, the developing nations find 
~ 

production coste of local programma a high and face 

acute technical and managerial problems. The resigna

tion ·to the situation of dependance is there fore 

compete and 'moksha t is sought per~farce in the · 

Western way of lifa. 

While dependence in hardwaze ia almost total, 

in software, as wall, it is near total. In broad-

casting media it is a one wa,y traffic from the 
. ' ' 

developed to the developing countries. The reverse 

flow is just a m1U'.'e trickle. And what is mare, the 
' . 

flow ia mostly eontrolled by the transnationala, 
' 19 

usually American. ln fact, critics hold the 

American broadcasting media to be the most insulated 

and closed, with imports of software virtually nil. 

It is estimated that the total foreign sales 

of American tel~vis ion tn:o gramme a ax:e between 
v 

100,000 and 200,000 programme_houra per ~ar. A 

third of major American exports go to Latin America. 

1 a Ibid • , p .1 2 a. 

19 !bid., p.f23. 
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East Asia {inc.luding Japan, s. Korea and Taiwan) takes 

another third, while the rest goes to Western Europa. 
20 

Others who export are UK, France and West Germany. 

The same story repeats itself in other fronts 

as well. Thus, in the computer front we have the 

American giant IBM which alone instals 70 per cent 

of" the computers in the world and c cnmands 50 par cent 

of the market •21 

Besides, it is only the big agenc iea who can 

go scouting around the world in coverage of events 

because of their technological and financial prowess. 

No wonder then that the developing countries have to 
22 

depend on them. 

Whenever developing countries have sought to 

create indigenous media they have been vexed by 

Western competition, either in the form of rival 

media products or competitive investment in the loca~ 

media itself.
23 As it is, the economics of scale, 

20 Ibid., pp.128-29. 

21 Smith, n.s, pp.1J3-34. 

22 Mankekar, n.15, p.132.' 

23 Smith, n.s, p.48. 

l 
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distribution of' products, supply of inputs, etc., 

all tend iD favour the developed against the 

developing nations. 

The developing countries are also dependent on 

the developed ones for sc.:ientific and technological 

information; data related to industrial, commercial, 

banking and trading operations J infer mat ion on 

natural resources or climatic conditions, obtained by 

statellitee, and so on. It is mostly monopolised 

there by governments, large research centres ar 

national and transnational corporations, which can 

also starve countries of such requisite infomation. 

This hampers the developing nations' development Plans, 

deprivas them of vital data in many important areas, 

and often hampers their negotiating situation when 

dealing with foreign governments or transnational 

t . 24 
corpora 10n •• But i'f we cax-e to perceive cal:efully, 

this is one problem which also stares in the 'face of 

some of the developed countries as well. All the 

information, ~or example, required by the fire 

departments of' Sweden ie kept in e special database 

• eo id 25 J.n rlor a. 

24 ManY Voices, One World t Communication end 
Society Today and Tomorrow, n ,1, pp.143-44, 

2 5 Smith , n • .5 , p • 1 2 9 • 
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The dependency we talk of is also accentuated 

by the "generation gap". The remarkable technolo

'.tgical dev.a,.lop.tJ!ents, thanks to the interplay of various 

factors, has been confined to a few developed nations 

of the West. Their monopoly threatens menacingly, 

resulting in an ever;..widening schism between the 

developed and the developing countries. The contrast 

was aptly end picturesquely put by Preside.nt 

Julius Nyerere of Tanzania some years back when he 

said: "Others are trying to reach the moon. We are 

2'6 
trying to reach the villages. n 

Dependency is also perpetuated not only through 

overt methods like export of pmducts, copying of 

modelA,etc., but also covertly, through "hidden 

persuasion". Components of mass media, like advertis

ing for example, greatly hel·ps in this. The big 

fishes in· this lake ere all Amet.ican. The demand for 

these come mostly from big transnationals If As i. t is 

favourably positioned in media reveri\t_e earnings, it 

often dictates the content of programmes too. 27 

Another important input into the depe~dency 

structure is the English language which enforces 

26 Mankekar,. n.159 p.2. 

27 Ibid •. , p.124 •. 

28 Smith,n. 5, pp.SS-59. 
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a kind of on.e-way flow, even if both tlfJUf ere 

communicating. And since media products a• aasen

tially Western produced, Western values .1d culture 

are easily imbibed. It spreads value• .nore effect ... 

ively than it spreads information• entf is held to be 
\ 

a more powerful Amaricanizer than h~burgers. or 
. 28 

Coca Cola, or autbmobilas. 

Besides, the edu~ational ays~em eKiB ting, as 

of now, in many developing countries is a poor copy 
' 1\'\ . 

of that obtaining!. the Western .-,ations. The books 

read, specially at the unive.tsi ty level, e.z.e those 

which come from the devel•,.d West. Ae in India, 

for e•ample, this mak~~ "Western valuas, idioms, 

and symbols obviously appealing to the lacal people. 

There is al5o the 'elite' factor involved in 

this. In many developing nations, the 'White Sahib""' 

have been replac~d by the 'brown • or 'black t ,S.ahib4 . . 
These elites, });taught up in Western ethos, act as 

good carriara./of Western values. 
/ 

I ,· 

28 Slai tl~, n. 5, p p. 58-59 • 
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Paradoxically, it was the UNESCO which in 

its earlier days contributed to the infozmation 

dependence on West by suggesting 'minimum standards' 

for communication development, as the J:Oute to social 

transformation. £vary country was to strive to 

provide 10 newspapers, 5 radio receivers, and 2 cinema 

nats for every 100 of its population. No wonder 

these tools of modernism broke down and the Shah of 

Iran's fall provides a classic example. Ironically, 

despite all the superficial efforts for modernisation, 

"an indigenous traditional information system, Shi 'ite 

Islam, discovered itself intact at the end of a decade 

or more of vigorous importation of Western culture and 

on the crest of a Wfa ve of oil prosperity. The whole 

quest for modernization was rejected along with the 

Shah and the electronic culture, technically advanced 

though it was, was suddenly seen to have be en an 

exGrescenca, an imposition, a conflict-bearing over-

seas culture which appealed to a particular Westward

leaning elite, but which had not and could not penetrate 

the entire culture.tt29 

29 Ibid., p.59. 
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Among the developing regions of the world the 

case of latin America is the worst, so far as depend-

ence is concerned. For long consideu:ed an American 

backyard it is bombarded by the American media. 

According to Fernando Reyes Matta, in the field of 

international information services, for example" it 

continues to be dependent on the transnational press 

agencies, particularly UPI and AP, for setting trends 

of knowledge for the public in the 1't'gion. There are 

also continual signs of ~nfor.mation inertia in events 

presentation - certain regions, countries and 

personalities assume dominant role in generating an 

information framework for raports on international 

relations that determines which information on foreign 

affairs shall be made available to the public every

where. While the region is flooded with information 

that is either irrelevant or has little bearning on 

its future, it is ignorant o'f its own realities and 

also o'f what ie happening in other developing regions 

- specially of Third World struggles for eel f-
30 reliant development. 

30 f'ernando Reyes Matta, "The Information 
Bedazzlement of latin Alll!.rica : A Study of World 
News iM the Region", Development Dialogue 
(Uppeala}, 2, 1976, pp.29-30. ·{Emphasis in the 
original). 
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It has now been observed that the tranenationala 

are sl.owing down on outright ownership of media 

institutions in developing nations, but seek to retain 

control through programma sales, technology, 

professional models, marketing patterns, fJ.ow of 

entertainment material., etc. And because of .increase 

in joint ventures between international and local 

.capital, both privata and public, foreign influence 

has become in many cases more forceful and more 

acceptable. 31 

All these have an effect on the larger whole -

· it buttresses the overall dependency of the developing 

. countries on the Wes.tern nations and their institu-

tiona. Obviously tha dependence in the field of 

in'formation and communication is interlinked to the 

situation. of economic inequality and political 

subjugation. In fact, the ever-increasing and relent

less march of the international system towards an 

"informatisation of society" is an important input 

31 Man:v Voices, One World : Communication and 
Socia tv Today and Tomorrow, n.1, p,119. 



118 

toto Western "technetronic" economy El'td "global village" 

poli
1
ty. Each of the props of the triad are enmeshed in 

a mosaic th'!at has the o versll effect of guaranteeing 

the superiority and domination of the North over the 

South, o'f capitalist neo-colonialiSm on the emerging 

aspirations o'f autonomy of the developing world. 

As this chapter develops. the integ~al links 

between the three structural props will become clear. 

It '.ls ·to vindicate this contention further than an 

analysis of the effects of the existing information 

and communication order becomes imperative. 

(lV) 

The Malignant Effectsa 

The tyranny of the existing infozmation and 

communication structure against the developing count

ries is accepted almost as a truism. Though the 

realisation has been late in coming. the problem 

has now assumed frightening proportions. To start 

off 1 it would perhaps be fit to quote the former 

Prima Minister of India, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, who 
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32 
while addressing a NAM conference said: 

ln spite of politit:al severe ignty 1 moet 
of us who have emerged from a colonial 
or semi-colonial past continue to have 
rather unequal cultural and economic 
relationship with our respective former 
overlords. They often remain the main 
source of industrial equipment and 
technological. guidance. The European 
language we speak itself becomes a 
conditioning element. Inadequacy of 
indigenous educational materials make 
us dependent on the books of these 
dominant countries, especially at the 
University stage. We imbibe their pre
judices. Even our image of ourselves, 
not to speak of the view of other 
countries, t"~Snds to confom to theirs. 
The self-depreciation and inferiority 
complex of some people of former colonies 
make them easy prey to infiltration through 
forms of academic colonialism. This also 
contributes to ttl& brain drain. · 

It is through observations like this that the 

developing countz-ies have gradually come to .realiaB 

that Western inform~tion-cammunication monopoly has 
. . 

became a sort of "intellectual occupation, leading tc 

. 32 Inaugural Address of Shrimati Indira Gandhi, 
Prime Minister of India, to the Ministerial 
Conference of Non-Aligned Coyntries on the 
Press Agencies Pool, New Delhi, July 1976 
(Mi~ographed). 
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a systematic undermining of the political. gains 

ae-hieved by the national independent movements of the 

1960s and 1970s." It affects "world power in 

1" 33 genera • 

Tha grievances of the developing countries 

an both quantitative and qualitative. The harm done 

to them can be broadly catalogued as under: 

Furtherance of Western Strategic Interestsr The 

existing information-communication order helps maintain . . 

Western political hegemony that has played havoc with 

the ind~pendence .and savers ignty of the developing 

nations. In fact. information. has always played a 

strategic role in intern at ianal politics. It is 

significant that decades back the hawkish American . . 

strategist, John Foster Dulles, whose crusade for 
- - . -

Amsrican domination is well-known, had observedc "If 

I were to be granted one point of foreign policy 

33 Anthony Smith, "'Reflections and ·Refractions 
on the flow of Information•, in, 
Hamza A~i end Teodor Shanin, eda., Introduction 
fo the Sociology of Developing Societies 
,London ,1982), p.422. 
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and no other, I would make it the free 'flow o'f 

in 'formation. "34 In simple political paraphrase 

it implies the right of the US dominated media to 

in'fluence warld public opinion to bring it in tune 

with the purposes of US foreign policy goals. 

The much touted free media has often served 

the interests of American international diplomacy. 

According to w. Phillips Davison they have been used 

to create/generate/change images of different nations. 

And as Phillip Knightley, in the First Casyelty 

portrays, the American media has not been immune to 

the rul~ of news coverage of conflict being determined 

by the national orientation of the media. Knightley 

says of their role in World War II, Korea and Vietnam, 

thjt they "got on side and went along with the 
.~f' 

United State Military's view of how the war should 
35 be reported. " 

34 

35 

Quoted in Herbert I. Schiller, "The Diplomacy 
of Cultural Domination and the Free Flow of 
Information•, in, J.S. Yadava, !a·• Politics 
of News : Third World PersJ!!ctive s (New Delhi, 
1984). p.1. 

P. Sainath, "One-Way Traffic•, in, ~ . --: ·. ~ 
Robert M. Crunden, .!!£!.., Traffic o'f Ideas @!'O~t'_,..~~~·, 
Between India ond America (Delhi,19B5), ~{lflto 'q~·l, 
pp. 26,30. ·~\ cr~·-~t-. P~;p 

<· ·,. ') ' '/,~~"11 ,·· ·~ .. ~,·~£ii7 
'':~~ .. ~· 
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In fact, James L. Tyson finds a significant 

sentimant in official Washington which suggest• that 

inte-rnational broadcasting if propertly administered, 

can be one of the most cost-effective arms of foreign 

policy, In fiscal year 1982, for example. the total 

cost of United States• broadcasting efforts amounted 

to leas than $ 200 millions, the approximate cost of 

36 
one B-1 bomber. 

It was the American defeat in Vietnam, which 

perhaps, more ~en any other single event, has 

contributed to change the world' a image of the cultural 

power of America, and its recognition as a dominant 

force in the culture of the new nations. Conversely, 

it has also made America realize that its 

., information presence' is ell the more vi ta1 to it 

in validating its hold on global leaderehipJ this 

in turn has made the receiving nations all the more 
37 uneasy. 

36 James L. Tyson, US lntemational Broadcasting 
and Nst~onal. Security (New York, 19 83), P• ix. 

37 Smith,n.s, p.sa. 
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In a scathing analysis of the part played by 

the mass media. in the context of American involvement 

in. human Jights violation in the developing nations, 

Noam Chomsky and Edward s. Herman observe that 

"the first principle of the free Press is the averting 

of the eyes from benign or constructive terror (that 

is sponsored by America) ••• In sharp contrast, 

countries that ordinarily evoke minimum Western 

intarest are thrust into the limelight when "enemy" 

terror and the evils of Communism can be revea~ed ••• 

Thus, the second principle of ·the Free Press is 

the intense of dedicated search for nefarious terror 

(of the opponents) • • • Further devices used in 

handling nefarious terror • • • include stripping 

away .of historical context, fabrication, and myth 

t . ft38 crea l.on. 

They further believe that: "The success of the 

Free Press in reconstructing imperial ideology since 

the US withdrawal from Indochina has been spectacular. 

38 

, 
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The shift of the United States from casual agent to 

concerned bystander - end even to leader in the world 

struggle for human rights-in the face of its empire 

o'f client fascism and long, vicious assault on the 

peasant societies ~f Indochina, is a remarkable 

achievement.. The system of brainwashing under freedom, 

with mass media voluntary self-censorship in accord 

with the larger interests of the state • has worle d 

brilliantly. •
39 

Destabilisatian of the Polity of the Developing 

Nations: The harm done to the polity of developing 

nations are many, but the emergence of' modern computer 

and communication technologies pose a new threat to 

them. This is because communication technologies 

have become crucial in the Pentagon's command and 

control structuzes and if'l its formulation of war 

scenarios including nuclear war strategies. As 

c. Raja Mohan abserves, the "Reagan administration, 

as part of its unprecedented militariza~ion, is 

strengthening its military bases and communication 

facilities around the globe. Those countries, which 

39 Ibid., pp.299-300. 
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have permitted US to install communication 'facili

tie-s, are integrated through transborder data-f'lows, 

into tJ-5 global military atrategyJ as a co-nsequence 

they would also become targets o'f the rival power, 

in • •• case of a conventional or nuclear war. The 

new satellite and computer technologies also facili

tate detailed surveillance of the nations of the world 

by collecting, transmitting and processing the 

intelligence, secured from the numerous spy. 

satellites orbiting the earth ••• "
40 

Besides, great political changes in the 

developing countries~ are interpreted in terms of 

Western criteria. The Iranian changeover, for example, 

"was reported in te:z:ms of its impact upon oil prices, 

jobs, the balance o'f world power. almost anything 

except its attractiveness for Iranians themselves who 

had endured some decades of a regime which they 

increasin.gly dis.liked•" The Shah's oppressive regime 

40 c. Raj a Mohan, "Technological Imperatives of 
the New Information Order", NAMtDIA Spuvenir 
(New Delhi, n.d.):r p.22. 
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was construed as a concomitant of the modernisation 

process and lts 1'ailures portrayed as unavoidable 

pitfalls in the march towards change. So much so, 

that the Shah's ouster came as a big surpzoise to many 

in the US. It is events like this which make the 

developing countries point out that "this systematic 

failure on the part of the Western infomation 

apparatus to compret1end the dynamic of poet-colonial 

history has led to aPpalling distortions which are 

(or were) shared by Western diplomacy as well as the 

Western press. ht other words, the Wast comes ixl 

believe its own lies and recirculate them. • 41 

Developing nations ere also given a hrie fing 

of all the "three worlds" by the same source -

and fed distorted news. for example t of even ta like 

Afghanistan, tailored to suit the political and 

strategic interests of the Western alliance system. 

In a well-documented article, Fred Halliday explains 

how disinformation has been used to fuel the cold war 

in the case of Afghanistan. As he saya: "That there 

is a terrible war. involving great suffering and loss 

41 Smith~ n.33, pp.423-24. 
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of·· life, taking place in Afghanistan,no one can deny. 

But thia has not prevented a veritable industry of 

f.lsehood, and fiction, from being created. Much of 

this coaes from US and British diplomats in New Delhi 

and Islamabad. Day after day they brief sympathetic 

journalists who wse stories allegedly coming fmm within 

Afghanistan. Casualties of Afghan government and 

Soviet forces are· ·greatly exaggerated. Incidents that 

never happened are solemnly documented. A rough rule 

of thumb would be that at least two-thirds of all 

_th,e news stories allegedly coming from Afghanistan 
. 42 

via these diplomatic channels are rubbish." 

The developing countries also have tough time 

in developing institutional frameworks for nascent 

political deltocrecy. Acquisition of political 

•-f\dependence has. taken them decades and centuries and 

they ere now on tha Perilous endtiloiig road of nation

building, in order to foster and promote the spirit 

of national identity. This necessitates e mantel, 

educational as wall as a political revolution, which 

the developed European countries had experienced 

42 fred Halliday, •American Disinformationa An 
Ally in US~Soviet Rivalry", Times of India 
(N-ew Delhi), 28 September 1985. 
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earlier when they too had to go through this vital 

test. And in this context the "threat of sheer 

cultural swamping by Western information is perhaps 

a gr-eater thJ:Sat to sov&reignty than was colonialism 

itself - greater but less tangibl.e, because the 

pressure for it lies in institutions that no one in 

the West seems fully to unde :rstand• sti~l less to 

contra1."43 

The acute problems of the developing nations 

·require deft handling, empathy and understanding. 

Sensational journalism can only aggravate matters as 

had happefled in the case of the Biafran rebellion in 

Nigeria in the late 60s and early 70e. Such journalism 

contributed to the prolongation of tension, amounting 

to loss of countless innocent lives and threatened 

44 the very body politic of the cauntr.y. 

The mesa media also helps paint distorted images 

af country 1s political leanings. As Bhabani Senn 

Gupta observes& "Six American scholars have done 

43 Smith. n.·33• p.42B. 

44 Mankskar, n.15, pp.61-62. 
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ae~ious studies of India's relations with the Soviet 

Union, ·and ell of them have reached. the conclusion 

that Moscow ~xercises no palpable influence on this 

country. Still US officialdom. the mass media 

community and the common American all see India as a 
45 

virtual stooge of the USSR." 

"The bias inherent in the military-policy

corporate components has two levels of operation. 

One is the ideological bias.- . that of the prevailing. 

dominant ethos - intagral to ~ll media. Tha second 

is tha conscious element of project-ion end image 
.. , 

buildingtt by vested interests. 

All these helped distort the Vietnam evant, 

for example. Till the Tat offensive of 1968• the 

media helped in giving a "very sanitized, 'clean and 

technological' view of the war." Indeed television 

coverage that yeax- helped "make the public actually 

supeortive of the war". 47 

45 Bhabani Sen Gupta- "Thank God for the 
Communication Gap", in, Robert M. Crunden, !&., 
n.Js, p.13. ·. 

46 Sainath, n.35, pp.30-31, tEmphasis in tha originalJ. 

47 tbid. • p.31, lEmphasia in the original). 
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It is also pertinent to nota that software 

imports from Western nations have a crucial political 

significance ~ in providing ka.v assistance in the 

maintenance of various ruling cliques by maintaining 

local social inequalities while boosting the 
48 

credibility of unrepresentative governments. 

In addition, the double-standards adopted by 

the •prastigioue free Westem institution~• are well

known, and that of ·the BBC fresh in Indian minds. 

It bad no qualms irt giving coverage in 1984 to the 

secessionist Jagjit Singh Chauhan, who·in· the interview 

cried murder against a democratically el~cted Indian 

leader and her family members. The justification 

given was that it was to LlPhold the high standards 

of 'objectivity', though Chauhan commands virtually 

no -following among tha Sikhs in India. Later, in 

19 85, the BBC did not mind giving in to 

Mrs. Thatcher's request to cancel a television ... 
documentary ~~aturing en inter~&•w with an alleged 



leader of the outlawed Irish Republic Army (IRA). 

That subsequently it bowed dawn to criticisms against 

its cancellation, does not detract from its appalling 

double-standards. 

Incidentally, sensational reporting has caused 

anxiety evan to the d•veloped nations. So much so 

that in the wake of the TWA hijacking by Shi tita 

militants in June 1985 1 Mrs. Thatcher, in a speech 

to the American Bar Association at the Albert Hall, 

lamented the aedia role in giving due cov.erage to 

"the terrorists", and called for "voluntary code of 

conduct" for the media. She also proposed tD "starve 

the terrorist and the hijacker of the oxygen of 

publicity on which they depend."49 

~anard against •enemies': The socialist community of 

nations,because of their support of the causes of the 

developing nations9and also because of ideological 

reasons, haft over the years attracted much negative 

49 Neal Ascherson, "Grappling with Terrorism : 
Madia role i.n Retrospect", reproduced in the 
Newatilft1!· (Hyderabad), 31 July 1985. 
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tl:"eatment by the Western media. It ia to thNart 

the ~ruition of progressive ideas that the Soviet 

Union and communism have come to be attacked almost 

obsessively, without interruption. The media is 

harnessed for this purpose to portray the so-called 

•evil nature' of Soviet Union and communism. The 

pattern of "jerries" or Germans being the bad guys 

changed with the inclusion of the Federal Republic of 

Germany in NATO. They were replaced by the 'Ruskiee' 

who have held that adverse enemy role ever since, 

barring a brief parole, when tha bad guy mantle 

descended upon the "Yellow Pel:'il" or the "Red Chinese". 

With the US-China equation changing with Nixone visit 

to Beijing, the Ruskies were once again signed for the 

Bad Guy role • 50 

The broadcasting media has been- very often used 

fer such purpose. On October 1, 1985 a US controlled 

broadcasting station, Radio free Afghanistan, began its 

tran am is sian. This is the fourth such ape cia ~ise d 

radio station entirely funded by America: foll•wing 

the persisting told War tactics with the Soviet Union. 

The others are Redio F'rse Europa directed at the 

50 Sainath., n.3S, p.40. 
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East European countries, Radio Liberty directed against 

the Soviet Union, and Radio Marti, which came into 

existence in May 1985, and is directed against Cuba. 

Seldom do .people know much about these radio stations, 

though they know of America •a effie ial intemational 

short wave radio broadcasting organization - The 

Voice o., Aasrica. 51 These are .used to ca.rry on 

relentless campaigns against "communism" by using 

myths, slanders, disinformation, etc. Incidentally 

the 'commie-phobia 1 of the Ame z:ican media reached its 

nadir during the McCarthy era. It then "bucked under 
52 

very badly" • 

At~ericart Congressional hearings have also 

established ·another dangerous face of the Western 

media - their eloae liaison with secret services, 

the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) for example. 

Carl Bernstein includes AP and UPI among the most 

important media in America who cooperated with the 

C!A.Sl 

51 Vineet Dikahit, "This is Radio Free Afghanistan", 
Hindustan Timets (Nat~~ Delhi), 17 October 1985. 

52 Sainath, .n.l5,?1J.36 'ff• 
53 Mankekar, n.15, p.67. 
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In fact, so unabshed has become the. practic• 

of some ~ediamen .that Soldisr o'f f'ortyna, an American 

J»agazintt, h.iked its bounty to S 1 million for one of 

_ .the Soviet-built MI-24 helicopter being wed in 

Nic~ragua. According to its publisher Robert K. 

Brown, th~.t magazine .would pay S 1 million to the first 

pilo~., craw member or 'trainer who defects from 
54 

Nicaragua with ons of the gunships. 

Use of labels: Labels and slanderous euphemisms are 

tagged on all those who oppose Western interests. 

Thus, we have a "Terrorist Qadhafi", a "Leftist Nyreu:e•, 

a "despotic Khomeini", a "Marxist Sandiniata dicta .. 

tors hip in Nicaragua", a "terrorist leader" Arafat, 

who heads a tthierarchy of terrorist organisations", 

a "Communist-dominated SWAPO•, a •pro-Communist ANC", 

a "Soviet-installed Kabul regime", a "Communist

inspired Pe"ce Movement in Europe", etc. National-
. . 

liberation movements are "terrorist-movements" and the 

Socialist world is represented by the catchword, 

54 · News l tenu "Steal a Soviet Copter and Earn 
I 1 m. •, Hindus tan Times,. 1 a .July 19 85. 
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"iron-curtain•. For years Jawaherlal Nehru was 

described ae •crypto-cammunist•; ~a 'woolly socialist', 

'a fellow traveller', end Indira Gandhi aa 'pro

Moscow'. But the descriptions are different when it 

come~to Israel, South Africa, and what President 

Carter celled as, 'friendly dictators•. The zionist 

Israeli regime, for example is described as •fiercely 

independent government•. While social reconstruction 

in Vietnam becomes "Marxist strong-arm methods" • the 

Pretoria racist regi•n clever stone walling of 

world condemned apartheid becomes "dynamic reforms 

away from segregation•. Similarly it is nsoviet 

made. Syrien-managed" MIGs,hut when it·comea to Israel 
. 55 

~hey simply use Miragest f-16a and Skyhawks. When 

the Soviet Union helps Afghanistan in pursuance of 

its treaty relations, it is nsoviet intervention", 

but when America supports insurrectionar.r elemen ta to 
IY\ 

promote civU war in Ai'ghanistan, it iaL "defence of 

.human rights". And afjcourse when the US blatentl,y 

tramples Grenada, it is "to restore democratic 

55 e. Sainath, "The Eighth Fleet : Transnational 
Media in and on tha Developing Nations", 

. eeace and Solidarity (New Delhi), vol.15; no.11, 
November 1 984, pp .18-19. 
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institutiorua; to "quell anarchy and le-ftist th~.tgs"'• 

and to "rebuild representative institutions". 

-ca·tegorisation into 'Black and White': In Western ,. 
media parlance striek categories of 1 bl.ack end white t 

exists as absolute entities. One is either for them 

or against them. Thus, during Nehru's trip to the 

United States in 1949, at the invitation o'f President 

Truman, the first question that was asiced, on his 

landing at New York, by an American correspondent was: 

"Mr. Nehru, are you with us or against us?• Nehru 

replied non-chalantly: "Why should I be with you or 

against you? Can't I be neither?" In 'fact the lll!dia 

was one of the deadliest weapons used in~old War, 

and as is evident from several official pronouncements 

11ad• 'from Washington, the American government used it 

consciously and with planned purpose. 56 

Cult of Violence:: In print media we have numerous 

aag.zines in America that deal with weu~, violence, 

combat, terror-techniques, guns, explosive.&, 

56 D .R. Mankekar, ·"The Role o-r Madia in Nan
Aligned Movement", in, M .K. Saini, ed., 
Aspects on Non-Alignment (New Delhi;19BO).p.78. 
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•unconventional operationi", etc., end have a 

combined readership that could run into lakha. These 

are for and about mercenaries - the innumerable who 

are or would like to become soldiers of fortune, killers 

on hire. Most of these mercenaries an veterans of 

Vietnam, Rhodesia, Indo-China and other bloody wars. 57 

. · And they. are used fo-r destabilisation of the developing 

· ·nations .that are not supportive of American polic ie e -

the Contra.s, f'or example, being used against the 

legal government of Nicaragua. 

Furtherance of the Transnational Interests The 

information and communication structure helps prop 

up ·the econo•ic e,d·ifice of the transnational· domi

nated Western countries, which is fundamentally 

exploitative of the developing nations. It doea ·aa by 

responding to their pivotal cones rns like defence, 

space exploration, energy, labour, ete. Electronics 

has effected a re~olution in production and trade 

of goods including information. The twin bugbear• of 

developed societies - labour and energy - have been 

57 For detailtu 'Praful Bidwei, "Murderers by 
another nama", Sthda.v Review, Times of Indie, 
28 July 1985. 
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taken care of by computers end other automation to a 

great degree • This helps them ovarcome event a like 

the temporary "energy crisis" of the mid-70s. And 

to this scenario eKport earnings add its share J 

no wonder therefore that there is a mad rush for 

58 flooding the developing nations. All these 

· develap~nta help thwart tha·move of the developing 

nations to break the Western vice like grip on them. 

In this, modern electronics play a crucial rola1 

in facilitating the daily operations, decision ... making, 

planning and record keeping of the big trsnsnationals 

engaged in widespread production, distribution and 

marketing all over the world. This gives the central 

manaqemant of these corporations unprecedented 

information for decision-Making. Unhindered transborder 

data flew while helping these corporations, weaken 

ih• developing nations. AvaUebility and quality of' 

information is one of the key elements of the power 
. . . 

of these big corporations, whose vary structure is 

information dependent. Their ability to appropriate 

58 J.S. Yadava. "Introduction", in self !A., 
n.l4, p.xxviii. 
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information is possibly aa important as their R & D 

capacity and the control they exercise over markets 

59 and technology. 

The ~tedia also craatee a congenial atmosphere 

for Western economic agencies by conditioning the 

mind of the people in the developing countries, for 

their acceptance. Indeed, as D .R. Menke ken= puts J.t • 

in the 19th century flag followed trade, today trade 

follows media. 60 The media also help• disseminate 

"corporate mythology" that is directed, not to 

arouse, but to lease~ concern . about social and economic 

realities - to halt, impede and hopefully reverse, 

social and economic transformationa. 61 

-Media Constraints in the Er-.onomic Upliftment of 

ttii Developing Nations: According to Herbert I. 
. . . 
Schiller, the "concentrated control of information 

by Wastem monopolies has created enormoufll 

difficulties for those sse king economic sel.P ... 

determination and political autonomy... information 

59 Raja Mohan, n.4o • p.21. 

60 Manke kar, n.4, p. SO • 

61 Sainath, n.ss, p.21. 
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•anagarae·nt for years paxmitted the dominating ·centers 

to ignore or misrepresent the Third World daands for 

·new .Conomic and cul turai-infomational arrange-

. manta.•62 . 

Further • a a 5 .c. Para she r points out, the 

Western media o-rients taind in a way contrary to the 
. . 

values Gf a country. ·A struggling economy is faced 

with r.ising expectations f'::n:t• a Western style, which 

it cannot .hope to ful f'i.l. This then leads to rising 

fJ:ustrations, and causes destabiUaation· of the 

national. economy, culture and institutions. 63 

As example of the crass bottom laval to which 

the ~aste~ media can stoop in defan~a of atatya 

~ and against developing nations, is to ba had in 

. .its coverage of th.e UNCTAll-V meet in Manila in 

June 1979. As P. Sainath says, •Several issues of 

crucial iMportance to the developing nations were for 

the first time coherently and concretely formulated 

and. :raised, many of W.ich led to specific d emends 

. 62 . H9rbart I. Schiller• "Whose New International 
[canomic and Information Order?", in, 
Nge Manh-lan, eS•, ynrea1 Growth ' Critical· Studies 
in Asian Development, vol.I, (Delhi,19Bl),p.eo. 

63 s.c. Paraaher, "New Wor~d Information Order•, 
lndif Ouarterlv (New Delhi), vol.XXXIX, no.2, 
Apr -June 1983, p.180. 
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for international economic justice from the West. Days 

before the meet, the TICs launched a furious campaign 

of ridicule against UNCTAD-V. Unauthenticated -

sometimes purely fabricated - storiaa appeared, 

describing how Third World delegates were found asleep 

at the conference hall because they had indulged in 

sae "fun 11 with Filipin-o hoepitality girls the previous 

night • • • and ended up labelling the gathering aa 

FUNCTAD-V." No such stories wexe carried baftme or 

during meetings of the International Monetary Fund { IMF) 

and Worl.d Bank, al•o held in Manila, probably because . . 

the duo represented and articulated Western interests~4 

Distortion of', end in coverage of, the Societies 

of the Developing Nation•: The developing countries, 

because of weak standing, have to content with what 

is given - never for them a say in what they ought to 

be given. The standard transnational reply till 

recently was tha~ they could not do anytiting signi

ficant as it was not economically viable. In fact, 

64. Sainath, n. 55, p.17. 
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t(eith fuller, President of AP• unabashedly proclaimeda 

"£har basic aim is to supply an objective news report 

for the Aaerican-papers that own us. They pay the 

bills -and we are in business to cover the news for 

th .,65 em. 

An appalling effect of the dependency on trans ... 

nationals has been that thaxe is a c,ommunication and 

knowledge gap between countries of the same region, 
~ 

say between Mal.aysia, Indonesia and the Philippines. 
~ 

Because they axe fed by the Western agencies they know 

more about the Western metropolitan countries than 

about their own ne ighboura. 
66 

Information, 1 ike trad•, 

follows a north-s.outh . direction, thereby curtailing 

development of exchanges between the dewloping 

countries themselves. 61 

A classic case of neglect o'f one •a own regional 

interest is that o-f the coverage of the granting of 

~ndependence to Surinam by the .latin A me ric an media. 

· 6s. "anlcekar. n.15, p.3&. 

66 lbid •• p.43 •. 

61 fJanY Yo:! sea, Qne World : Communication and 
Societv_Today and Tomorrow, n.1, p.145, 
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Not a $ingle paper of' the continent aant a correa-
- ' 

pendent to cover the event. On 26 November 1975, 

not one Latin American paper even carried Surinam•s 

independence story on .its 1'rant page, and the world 

famous hazilian daily, 0 Estado, which published it 

in an inside page., reflected the view of American 

journalism (which ·originated the material ) , that SUrinam 

was incapable of governing herself and had racial 

conflicts looming up. 
68 

To come back to advertising media again, it may 

be mentioned that it "is seen by many as a threa-t to 

the cultural identity and self-realization of many 

developing countries : it brings to many people alien 

ethical valUSSJ it may deviate consumer demands in 

developing countri"s to areas which can inhibit 

development priorities; it effects and can o'ften de'form 

'9 ways of life and li fe .... style. According to Noreen a 

Janus and Rafael Roncagliolo, advertisemanta constitute 
. . 70 

a parallel and nonofficial developman t pro gramme. 

68 Smith, n.5, pp.71 .... 72. 
69 ManrY Voices, One. World : Communication and 

Soc i.e tv Todav and Iomorrow, n .1 , p.111 • 
70 Noraene Janus and Rafael Ronctlgliolo, ".Advertising, 

Mass Media and Dependency•, Developnten t Dialogue , 1 , 
1979, p.9s. 
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The importance of countries has also been 

conditioned by historical, cultural and linguistic 

patterns. •r.tany small countries, in spite of their 

economic strength and cultural level, are largely 

••• neglected by many in.formation media. Important 

events and valuable achie vementa ( scienti fie, economic 1 

cultural) are often unknown,_ only because they happen 

in smaller countries or areas which do not attract 

.. world attention." The one-way flow is based on link• 

from fo,J:Rter colonial periods and surviving economic 

ties, aa wall as Oft CUltural and language influences. 71 

A generational gap with the developing countries 

is also a source of strain. The positinq of old and 

nt~w cultuxes as a result of the in'fluenea of the mass 

media has deleterious .jffecte. While olq values are 
- . ~ 

swamped and destroyed, new ones remain unstable and 

dorot take hold. As Frantz · fanon notes in ths African 

context; " ••• the impressionability and sensibility 

of ~he young African are at the merc,y of the various 

assaults made upon them by the very nature ot Western 

culture. His family very often prcvea itself incapable 

111 Many Voices, One World 1 Communication and 
Society TOd!.V end Tomorrow," n .1 t p.14S. 
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of showing stability and homogeneity when faced with 

t~uch attacks. • 72 

the media have f'ostexed such norms and traditions 

that their domination are widespread. Ona co•a 

across, in Asia and Africa, elite popu.lations who 

hinge the capital. and re·gional centres that have 

undergone the process of "modernization" and have become 

indoct1"inated to Westam cultural ethos. Western 

nraes culture has become •rhil'd World" elite cultu1'8, 

resulting in an alienation from the general mesa, 

presenting appalling cultural pxob.lema for them and 

their children, de-rooting tttem fmm ethnic cul tuxe, 
.. · ... 

and doling them a peripheral role in the West centred 

cultural miliau.73 

In a well documented study of' international 

press agencies, Juan Somavia holds that distortion 

is a regular feature of international inf'omation 

agencies. This doe.s not necessarily lead to false 

presentation of events,_ but alsa to arbitrary 

selection and slanted evaluation of reality. 

72 Frantz fanon, The Wretched of the Earth 
{ffarmondsworth, 1985), p.1 58. 

. . 
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74 According to Soma via it is variously expt:essed thus s 

1. •overemphasizing events that have no 

real importance. • • " 

2. •Putting isolated facts together and 

presenting them as a whole without this 

'whole' aver having existed ( •making' 

news) ••• " 

3. •Mitn:-epresentation by implication, 

characterized by the; p111sentation of 

facts in such a way that the itaplict 

cone lusi ons to be drawn fro·nt them ue 

favourable to the in tara ate of the 

transnational ayatem ••• " 

4. "Distortion by 'preconditioning' of events. 

facts having a speci fie d imansion are 

presented in such a way that unfounded 

fears and misgivings are created, condi_ 

tionin g future action on the part of 

individuals, companie.s, societies, groups 

and governments. • 

74 Juan Somavia, "The Transaational Power Structuxe 
and International Information : Elemants 
of a Third World Policy for Transnational News 
Agencies•, Development Dialogue ,2, 1976, 
pp.20-21. 
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"UPI filed the following dispatch an 

27 February 1974: 

••• 

New York, February 27, (UP I ) -
A meeting o"f a number .of the aain 
bauxite· producing countries scheduled 
tentatively far March 5 in Conakry 
·(Guinea) haa caused understandable concem 
in Washington. Soll'le experts feel that 
the conferahce could be the first step 
in the establishment of a series of 
international cartels for controlling 
raw materials essential to the industria
lized nations which could set the United 
States t economy back more than 40 years. 

this create the image in industrialized countries 

that the increasing organizational capacity of raw 

material producing countries is a •threat' to their 

develop•nt." 

•tt is inferred that it is 'legi timata• for 

the industrialized countries to defend themselves 

aftd to· ssek by all the .means at tius ir disposal to 

·obstruct the organizational ,capacity of the Third 

World. At the same time, the cable warne the count

ries ••• that Washington'• concem is 'understandable' 

'and that, consequently i'f the)'· should come to an 

agree~~tant on bauxite, it '-~auld be logical. that 

reprisals might be forthcoming." 
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s. "Distortion also, by silence; by failure 

:to zepo:rt on situations that are no 

longa~ of interest to the agencies • 

home countries." 

This ·entertain~nt industries have also created, 

gsneraw~ and parpatuated stereotypes - 'blacks t as 

violent.~ A~·abs as over-sexed• the "yellow. races" aa 

vicious:, &till others as "primitive", the Soviets 
\ 

as "conspirators" and the ~rest as "lazy•. Stereotypes 

have a way of taking root; some of tte se de val oped 

in wartime as anti-enemy propaganda, were lapped up 

by the post .... war movies,and soon thay became integral 

parts of the pmceaa. Reason and analysis thus 

came to be substituted for h,y Pavlovian responses to 

stereotypes. B.y constant repetition, they could be 

internalized by the target audience. as sal f-evident 
75 truths. 

It· is believed that the mass audience o'f tte 

industrialized world has bacane conditioned to a 

view· of the non-industrialised world W.ich is in 

75 Sainath, n.3S, p.39 •. 
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itael f exploitative,· patronizing and distorted. This 

audience is so powerful an agent in itself,ahaping the 

inte·rnational machinery which gathers and shapes 

information, that ita appetite for 'wrong • or ill

judged information about the Third World is eel f

feeding and self-.sustaining. 'ftO wander. when this 

hampers the economic interests of the developing 

nations, the institutions that perpetuate such stereo

types should be critieised.
76 

The developing nations are also ·piqU!I d by the 

step-motherly attitude displayed in sending few and 

often non-specialist correspondents and reporters to 

cover events and happenin-gs. This is elsa alleged to 

be a cause of distorted imageA,hald o'f these countries. 

A.s a resul. t of all these, the other side of 

the pictu.re is hidden. As a senior off'icial of the 

United Nations Developmant P1:0gramme (UNPP), 

Narinder .Agga~wala points out, devel.opaent news :f.• 

hardly eva&- given eoverege - that. for example, India 

La self-reliant in food production, is the eighth 

7 6 Smith, n. 5, p .1 5. 
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LQ.'f'~e.st · v· 
Lin'ttustr.i.al country, a:tc. Ths stress itt qn auch 

,/ 
populistiC items ·as' diaa,ters, electoral con'\\icts, 

. 77· . 
problems Of publiC and social life, etc, ThE 

Bulletin issued by tha Indian Embassy in Bel9Z''kda 

(dated Novamber -1976), quoted Mohammad Yunus, a 

special <e;.avoy-· of the then· Indian Prime· Minv>tart to 

the effect that the developing nations ha"• U:t pay 

millions and millions of rupees to the Veste:m 
78 

countries to be told lies about thsm~relvas. 
/ 

I 

Another strange facet is the publication of 

purely fabricated new stories in t.~~ld headline a and 

giva·n a solus position. Later, under pressure • a 

denial is issued, which is tluckr,d away inside somewhere 

and thus remains incognito. This has the dampening 

effect o'f spreading false: imagaa. 

The problem is the otherway round too. .As 

Krishan Sandhi J)ttrtinent.ly points out, the deve.loping 
:·:« 

countries get a wmng impression of ths Western 

77 Smith. n.33, pp.425 ... 26. 

7a A.s quoted in Dragan Barto.levie, "The Contemporary 
World, Underdeveloped Count~es end Communication: 
In· f'avour of a NI IO", Spc:ialist Though~. and 
Practice (Beograd), vol.XI.X, na.l, March 1979, 
p.57. 
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world because of the impact of the giant multi

nationals and the glitter of the cinema world. Thus, 

a person from the developing world ia deprived "of 

two importan-t elements in the developed world: 

(i) commonness in terms of the suffering of humanity 

and (ii) knowledge of idealiatic movements in the 

West which are concerned with such global depriva ... 

tion."79 

Intellectygl Slavishness: Even in the intellectual 

arena, in diplomacy and in international relations 

and even in appraising one's own political system and 
- . . 

performa~~~Jca, concepts, models paradigms and tools,. 

crafted mostly in the developed nations beve been 

used by the developing countries. In the field of 

aocial science, the effect of behavioural science is 

pervasive. In international politics. concepts of 

balance ef power, national interest, bi-polarity, 

systems analysis, etc., are favourite. In political 

science concern hea been developed more for interest 

groups and pressu.te groups, rather than Marxist concepts 

of class-struggle and class conflict. In sociology, 

79 grishan Sondhi, Problema of Communication in 
Developing Countries (New Delhi,1981) p.252. 
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equilibrium and stasis have become central concernsJ 

and in India 'caste' has become the focal. point in 

80 sociological analysis. 

Problems posed by Scientific llevelopmen tss Electronics 

pose a host of additional pronlema for the developing 

countries. The increase in use of modern computers 

and such technologies for circulating infbxmation, 

makes it more difficult for the developing nations to 

participate in the intellectual life of the 1 ate 20th 

ce'!tury. New elect~nic inf'ormat ion services have 

the effect of hijacking indigenous information for being 

.processed in the United States or by its companies. 

Trenaborder data flows, satellite-borne measage systems, 

ate •• result in "a giant pipette sucking information 
. ' 

aut of the weaker societie a". Rcmote sensing techno

logies,, because of skewed possession, enable the 

possess_ors to gamer all information required 6f the 

developing countries, resulting in these countries 

baing rendel:Sd vulnerable to the transnetionals who 

wiah to. ·exploit thair resources. There are, besides, 

devit::es like the Satellite Businass System (SBS) which 

threaten the. 'ndiganous control of local buaine se. 81 

80 Sen Gupta, n .45, pp.17 ... 1 B. 

81 Smith, n.33, p.427. 
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The 1 right to pd.vacy • and even tt:t& 'right. 

not to know 1 is threatened by technological revolu

tions• Computers at AP in New York process 

1 5,000 words a minute • And dealing with the sa further 
. 82 

requires computers. All the• can only lead to an 

informational trussing up of the developing nations. 

The new technologies are both multip+ving the 

dangers and as wa11 increasing the number of terri

tories subject to it. As Leonard Marks, former 

director of' the US Information Agency ·(USIA) observed: 

• • • global el.ectronic netwol:'ks ••• will 
pose re.alistic questions about informa
tiors-flow and cultural integrity ••• 
These networks will move massive amounts 
of .. in.foJ:ma tion through high-epee d 
circuits across national· boundaries. 
Moreover, they wll1 be effectively beyond 
the reach of the traditional forms of 
certsorship and control. The only way to 
tcensor' an electronic network moving 
••.• 648 million bits per second is 
literally to pull the plug. Th• inter
national extension of electronic mail 
transmission; data-packet networks and 
information - bank retrieval systems in 
future years will have considerably 
more effect on national cultures than 
any direct broadcast systema.SJ 

82 Mankekar, n.1 5, p.31. 

83 Quoted in Smith, n. s, p. 57. 
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. -

Developing countries need pro taction ·of' their 

intellectual ethos and copyright laws to oversee 

the flow back of wealth accn\ling from their p-roducts. 

They also require access to Western info~ation storet 

which aJ:e controlled under copyright laws by the 

oziginating countries. Appal."'tntly, the laws which 

a:re detrimental to their interests axe now being 

challenged by the developing nations, so that they 

too -can thrive in the inta-llec1;ual arena. 84 

Harm done to Media of the De vel oping Nations r The 

Structural control,, the one-sided flow of hardware 

and software materials, and attentiant features have 

~ready .been discussed. That the Westem agencies 

posses• tha opportunity to filter most of the news 

and give them their version of 'slant' and buffet all 

·this w~th· ethno-centric background-information, haa 

also been dwe~t upon. To round off the picture it 

would perhaps be pertinent to mention a few points 

in passing. 

Paradoxical as it might seem, we have, as 

Jean d• Arcy p-uts it, been "conditioned" to .accept 

84 Smith, n.33, pp.426-27. 
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a one-way top-down vertical flow as something both 

normal and inevitable. This only helps in gearing 

us to considerations of quantit-y only-in improving 

quantitatively the vari.ous mass media in the 

d l • t . 85 eve op1ng coun rli.es. 

Besides, the dependency o~ imported models of 

information and communication a true ture have led to 

a pariphary-.satellite relationship, even within the 

periphery. Thus it has been found that evan national 

broadcasting disfavours rural populations in many 

countries. Surveys have pointed out that this is a 
. . 

common phenomenon in almost all components of the 

d • 86 
mass-me 1a. 

It is all these that have led Elihw Katz and 

George Wedell in their cs~ebratsd study of broad

casting J.n the Third World to demOftstrate the need 
.-~.,;· . . 

for these countries to evolve their o--n models 

rather than attempt in transplanting these of the 

West. In their study of the establishment of 

85 Jean d 1 Arcy, "The Right to Communicate•, 
Backg%ound Paper, no.36 (prepared for the Inter

. national Commission for· the Study of Communi
cation Problema) (Paris,1979). 

- - -

66 :Manv Voices i _One Worldt Commul)ication and 
Society Todax ·and Tomorrpw, n.1, pp.123ff. 
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television in the 19 St'Ja, specially in the de vel oping 

nations, they discove1'8d a vast array of exaggerated 

hopes, aelf'-defeating political goals, competition 

between departments of government and general 

unpreparedness.. Country after country has abandoned 

these structures which ware set up after independence, 

to house the broadcasting media. 87 

Deflection of the demands of the Developing Countries: 

It is a favourite hobby-horse of Western media-men to 

denounce all developing nations' demand without any 

fair and critical examination. The reaction to the 

demand for a NWICO is a c].e ar example of this approach 

end attitude. They have paraded slogans of •censorship", 

"pmpaganda", •governmental control", 11denial of 

fraadom"", etc., against the evolving concept of NWICO J 

while the fact is that, NWICO is envisaged precisely 

to overcome these very impedimenta. Aa Phmkakar observes, 

they see 'regulations• only in developing nations, 

not in theirs. Tha fact. is that even in the United 

States there is the Federal Communications Commission 

(FCC), the Fairness Doctrine, and such similar bodies 

87 Elihu Katz and George Wedell, Broadcasting 
in the Third World (London,1978). 
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in Britain and other parts of Western Europe, estab

lished to regulate broadcasting media. 88 They fail 

to realise that the perametere of the nta ss media will 

have ta be defined tealistically in terms of financial 

and institutional situations. and in consonance with 

national and strategic interests • 

Further, any attempt at creating alternative 

institutions, howsoever fledgling. is immediately 

sought to be strangulated ·by the established Western 

vested interests through criticialft.6,andltithar ways. 

Thus the nawa agencies pool of the non-aligned nations 

has 'been dubbed as a •handmade" of •tinpot Third World 

dictatorships"• Mort Rosenblaum, a former editor 

of the International Herald Tribune thua said c "many 

. '(Third World) leaders use such devices as ·newapoola 

and development journalie:w as 'a convenient •ana 
. 89 

to muzzle criti~iam end hide their own shortcomings." 

Till very recently. it was even sacrilege to 

say that something was wrong with the existing 

(dis) order. Of late • howe,~r, because of relentless 

88 Menkekar, n.15, p.17. 

89 As quoted in Sainath, n.55, p.21. 
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campaign, even hardened critice, 1 ike the Fteedoa 

House representati'-ye, Leonard R. Susama1 for exanple, 

have come to ~ek.~owledge inequity in the pzoesant 

structure.90 

ln fact, the very questioning of the credentials 

of the UNESCO by the Western governue nta and other 

vested interests l'etVBal their true co.lCJ:Ur. 

Mr. A•adou Mahtar H'Bow the UNESCO Chief rightly pointed 

out, that the maelstrom of controversy surround.ing the 

UN body was deprived of political dfaens ions because 

of distorted press covsnge. He also drew attention 

to the personalisation of the whole debate and the 

•1rong attribution ef the xe sponsibility fat" the p~eaent 

dead-end. in international zelationa and aulti-lateral 

cooperation on the deve~op.tng countries. A• be pointed 

out, a "strategy o.f rumour" has been used and ttfacta 

i.nvented", aoae by delegate a within Ur£ SCO, to focus 

ths debate on personalities, rather than on 'J)Dlii:ical 

dimensions of 'the agency and its critica.91 

90 See for examp~e Leonard R. Sussman, "The March 
Through the World •a Mass Mediaa ,Orbia(Philadelphia), 
Winter 1977~ pp.B57-79. 

91 News Ite•& '*UNESCO Chief attacks press for 
distorted zeports•, P.atriot (New Delhi) 
17 F'ebruary 1985. · · 
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The total effect then is one of unadulterated 

stultifieat'ion of-·tha developing nations• legitimate 

.rights, genuine •Mmands and ·-~ue: dignity. I't 

helps keep the developing nations in bondage ,and \rt 

thwarting their creativity, cultural innovation and 

scn:-io-:economic dyna~i.sm. The issue there fore 

ove·rf1owa the bounds of acad~mie zesearch end enters 

·the dcmain of intern~tional palicy concerns. 

Seen against this background, the clamaulP of 

the developing nations for a change in the information

communication order appears totally justified • But· 

then reality doe a not easily yield to rati anal. sol.utiona. 

And it is this that makes the whole situation so much 

mora-complex, and bewildering. 



Chapter- IV 
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Chap :tar .... IV 

" IMPEDIMENTS IN THE ESTABLI SMMENT Of A. NWltO 

(I) 

The Imbroglio: 

The acgumeutts and analysis provided in the 
'!; ----
. p.rec~ding three chapters under line the valicli ty of' the 

case for a NWICO. Yet, darkness looms large. While 

man)l believe in the ne-cessity of a NWit:t'l - as a 

sine sua no.n for real independence and de.mocratisa

ticn of international information and communication -

the progress towarela this direction has received a 

setback in recant years. A clear sign of this is to 

be bad in the six-week long 23rd Session of the General -

Conference of the UNESCO in Sofia {Bulgaria) 1 in 

1985. Given the virulent attack o'f the developed West 

tR:e Session had to par'force give in; it waa compelled 

to hold in ataeyance the rhetorical demand: for the 

estaaliahmeftt of a NWtta. 

The blistering attack of the Western vested 

interests has succeeded in impairing the raein logic 
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•nd thrust of the developing nations. It has been 

made to appear that the developing na tiona are out to 

·stifle media freedom and that the UNESCO has aided 

and abetted this "nefarious design" by acting as a 

mid-wife. Apparently, the voice of the developing 

nations has been stifled. Now, the:r:e fare, we have 

demands for piece-meal advancements and not a whole-
a. 

some and full-fledged proposal forl.NWICO. 

' . 

Not only that, vigorous and dramatic e'fforts 

have been mads from tiae to · time to thwart the very 

existence of the UNESCO. Consequent on the withdrawal 

of the US, UK and• Singapore,·and the cOntinuing 

/threat to do so by a few mo:r:e obliging surrogates, 

the UNESCO had to adopt a zero-growth budget fOr the 

current year, 1986-67. Together with this, it had to 

undertake so-called in-house reforms and backtrack 

on many deval.opm.ental schemes. 

The progress in the d118ction ef a NWICO is 

also stal.led because of the inherent weaknesses o"f 

the developing nations - lack of adequate infra-

structure, financial constraints, etc. - which, as 

explained before, are primarily a result of the dynamics 
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of the inter?~Y o.'f th!3 dominant international 

political and economic structures. 

The present information and e•mmunication 

structure is a product of and has itself extended the 

historical relationships obtainirtg between the 'active' 

and the 'passive' civilizations, between the im-perial 
. ~""'tit\~' 

power and dependent~ exploiting and the e.xploited• 

. :.- : ., The prosperous na tiona of the North have not 

coma to terms with the 'fact <the~ they are naw being 

obliged to be themselves 'observed', as the relative 

political status of the great pow•r blocs is beginning 

to change. "They are insisting upon their cultural 

prowess, even where their economic and political power 

has been diminished, it is this which has suddenly 

raade dev•loping countries aware of bow dependent they 

had be_en ••• •1 and, one might add, are. 

Thera has to be a change, then, towards a new 
. . .. 

order~ that ensures democratisation of international 

Anthony Smith, !h! Geopolitics of Ipt'a.raftion: 
How Western Culture dominates the World London, 
t9so),. p.irs. 
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information and communication - democracy aa under

stood in the wide sense o'f the term • 

Bu.t the dynamics of life and 1 iving doe a not 

yield to .strait-jacket linear eo tutions. It is 

therefore difficult to speak of :t·ationsl and 

mathematically neat solutions since the problem is not 

mathematical, but historical. Juan Somavia is perhaps 

correct when he says that a NWICO is inevitable, that 

its mandate lias in history 1 or, as he cogently puts 

ita • ••• the world can neither fight nor long ~siet 

an i.d•a whose time h•s come... the time has come for 

the liberation of the Third World from its intemal 

and external bandages and that intellectual sal f-
2 

reliance will assure the success of that struggle. • 

The situation at present is however bleak. The 

prospect o'f a NWICO being established seems to be 

Plagued with pmblems. 

In tha ensuing two sections the hypothetical 

contention that tha manifold .problems of the developing 

countries on the one hand. and the policies of the 

developed countries, predicated on the maintenance of 

2 Juan Somevie, •tntemetional Communication and 
Third World Participation•, Devaloement Dialogue 
(Uppsala·) 2, 1977, p.139. 
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the status quo; on the other, impedes tne emergence of 

a NWICO, would be analysed • This should help explain 

the impasse. 

{It) 

!he P roblams of the De vel oping til a ti one : 

It ia a common attitude ot many media pundits 

to see the prciblem~of the developing countries in 

. a partial manner. This makes their analysis hollow. 

Unless a holistic perspaeti ve informs an anal,vsia 

it cannot be complete, as well as, objective. This 

being,tha cJ:ttdo, the problems that face the develop

ing nations, in the establishment of a NWICO has to 

be seen in a larger perspective - in the dynamics 

of political and economic life• It is this holistic 

perspective again which cen explain the counter

offensive of the Western camp cogently. 

Informed by such a perspective 1 the 

problems of the developing countries can btl stated 

as undaxot 

{ 1) Structural Probleru The analysis provided in 

the preceding three chapters explains clearly the 
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mal..aise that has been created by atructu ral 

corurtrainta. An important aspect of this is that 

dec:olonisation has not meant severance of ties so 

far as een tre-periphe zy rel.ationsh ips axe cones mad. 

Political tiea continue not only with the extension 

of 'borrowed support' to illegitimate end unsteady 

'Third World' regimes. but also through strategic 

and military tie-ups. .Economically the Bratton Woods

GAlT international economic regi• continues to hold 

sway over the globe. Based as it is on inequitous 

economic relations, the developing nations are at 

the wrong end of the process which ensures thai% 

continued dependence on the 'centre' powers. At the 

eul tux-al and ideological level, the borJ:owad ideas, 

media structures and equipuen ts - both hardware and 

software - and, above all, the transformation of the 

world iftto a 'global village' • hawe led to a situation 

where the developing nations carry the ideas o'f the 

developed nations in The~ head, in many cases. The 

signal role in this structural linkage is plel"'d by 

the transnational corporations which help in perpetuat

ing the insidious petentiali ties of a 'global 

village •. 



\ 

166 

This gives lie to the argul'tBnt! of those who 

believe that the problems of the developing nations 

are fully self.;..created. The argument in the West that 

"••• if the Third World has no 'good order in news 

flow t, they should blaae their rulers_, and not the 
3 

West end the US", is there fore not tenable. 

Besides, the replacement of' •White S$hibe" 

by 'Brown Sahiba', has in many cases led to structural 

1:ontinuity - leading to virtually not much chan ga 

in policy making, a·tc. Weetexn OJ:ientation and the 

English lang~Jage makes the• an integral pert of the 

Western camp. 

Thus, the bug-bear of structural linkage is 

no mere rhetoric J it has existential effects. as well. 

This is also seen in the auccessful counter-offensive 

launched by the West against tha demand ibr a NWI CO, 

since it threatens the exploitative status-guo. 

It is this structural linkage again which explaiil' as 

to why a continued end continuous struggle needa to 

be waged on all the three fronts - political , econom:it:: 

and cultural-ideological • Many other problems of the 

3 S .P. Singh, "UNESCO in Crisis", Hindus tan Times 
(New Delhi), 13 June 1985. 
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developing nations can be sean as resulting from thia 

focal problem. 

·(II) Social. Structure and the Pl.'Oblem of Nation

Building in the Developing Countries: The developing 

countries have before them the onerous task of nation

building, having gained their ·independence in the 

last few decades. This is toa short a span in the life 

of a nation for effective stability and censolidation 

of nationhood. As it is, most of the developing 

countries are ttaaat with problems of nation-building -

finan.cial, technological, economic, social and 

political, etc. Primary services like health facili

ties, clean drinking water, subsistence wages, education, 

a·tc., are eluding many a people in these nations. 

Added to these is the prevalence o-r primordial values. 

Many natio_ns are, and have been, eking out 

a critical existence; often their very survival is at 

atake. More than twenty countries in the sub-Saharan 

A'frica, a$ of now, are faced with appalling drought 

. situations leading to large scale starvation deaths, 

running into thousands. 
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What all these portend' for the information 

and communication sector ought to be clear. 

Resources being scarce, they cannot obviously be 

directed towards the infoxmation end communication 

sector. Nor does it get priority attention. 

This makes these countries victim of either 

a lack of i,nformation or of being bamboozled by the 

Western media. Incidentally, we have examples of 

Coca-Cola and Pepsi Cola baing available at pl.aces 

where no clean drinking water is available. Apparently, 

it is a situatiort of being, "eo far from God and so 

close to the United States".
4 

The problem is compounded ·as these nations sink 

deeper in the mire of the Western financial institution• 

and Weste.m transnationals. Thia has thrown up for 

some the essential issue of the survival of the 

country's sovereignty itself. 

{lt I} tnfrastructural Problemas What to talk of 

matching the. West, many developing nations 1 aek basic 

4 Glen Fisher, american toamunication in a §loba~ 
Society (New Jersey, 1979), p. 75. 
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infrastructure in communications. Not ta apeak of 

satellites, advanced computers and telecommunications, 

these countries in some cases even lack basic amenities 

like news agencies, transmitter sets, etc. Till about 

1982, according to Pero Ivacic, about 20 non-aligned 
5 

countries did not have their own news agencie •· The 

situation hes not improved much since. 

A cogent analysis provided by the MacBride 

Colllmission ,;how that the malaise is very deep in this 

regard. Soma countries• particul.arly the developing 

anas leek enough data making it difficult for policy 

plannera to choose between options or quanti'fy infra-

etructural requirements. Unnecessary experiments 

and reliance on al.ien models is, there fore , resorted to. 

Besides, the high sophistication and capital intensity 

involved in communication equipments make it well nigh 

impossible . f'or many countries to undertake ~election 

and production of such equipments. No wonder then 

that dependence on selected pro duet ion centres is the 

rule o.f the game. further. equipments being 

5 ·pero Ivaeie, n F'orewordtt to 
Al.iqned Countries 
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multipurpose - satellites, for example - "the ef'fect 

ts felt in other areas too. The pervasive impact of 
-6 

all these deprivation is therefore acute. 

·(lV) fi·nancial Problegea "Whining about the harm 

the Westexn economic and cultural agencies are causing 

will do ua no good a they haVe ·got the money and their 

7 money speaks their language." This about sums up 

the dilemma of the developing nations.. Aa it is, in 

terms of' annual per capita GNP, 77 of the de-colonised 

countries are categorised as the Least Developed 

Countries ( LDCs). 6 of' these am at the bottom rung 

with less than S 100, while 71 are in the range of 

$ 101 to 1000. About 28 have a per capite income between 

S 1001 to 10,000, end onJ.y 3 account for a per capita 

of more than S 10,000 per annum. Of the 11 most 

populous States of the developing world, 6 are 

categorised as "poorest of the poor", 3 as "poor" and 

2 "remain in what. might be called the penumbra of 
8 

misery and hope". 

6 Man Voices ne World • Communication nd 
Socia ty Iodav and Tomorrow being the F'inal Report 
of the Intemational Commission for the Study of 
Communications Problems) (New Delhi, 1982), 
pp.213-14.. . . 

7 Editorial - "Money Speaks", Patriot (New Delhi), 
12 August 1982 •.. 

8 Rashaeduddin Khan. "New Global Leviathans n, 
to be published in the World F'ocus. 



171 

Even ·~f othe~ things ru:e perfect - proper 

sOcio-political climate, communication goals and 

poli$ies, etc., - fund a for conuaunication development 

pose a problem. Apparently, many developing countries 

have no more than a Hobson 'a choice - i.e., it is 

between a governmental media or no madia at all.9 

This has led to ei tuations in soma countries in- which 

unpopular regimes, in order to curb dissent end quell 

rebellion, have effectively sealed off all 6venue·a 

available far such activities by curbing the mass media 

in various ways. This has given the necessary excuse 

to Western critics to smell rat in the demand for ~ 

NWICO by the developing countries. 

Coupled with this are tha pmblems of the 

prahibi tiva coat of newsprint, high communication 

tariffs, etc., which pose problem for wider dissemi

nation of news within and among countries. It is 

to ease this situation that the first ever .conference 

of Inforaaation Ministers of the Non-Aligned countries. 

in New Delhi• 1976, deliberated on the issue and 

9 
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called fo:t concession on telecommunication rates. 

f · Incidentally, Rohan Samarajiwa, in an incisive 

study of' the news agency scene, points out that the 

••• •examination of economie a of replication, pricing 

polJ.cies, market control and diversification reveal$ 

that 'he world market in news is characterized by 

sign~ficant bar.riers to entry.. Entry under free market 
. ' \ 

conditions would entail large and continuing losses 

for a considerabla, or even indefinite, length o'f 

ti' .• 10 me. . 
~-

Financial constraints ,affects the UN even, 

in dissemin;ating inf'omation properly. As 

Mr. Isu'!lha Ikashi, Assistant Secxetary General-in

charge o'f Information to UN headquartel:'s, disclosed 

rather revealingly : an information office of a Super 

Power at the UN headquarters in New York spends 

ten-fold more on its in'fomation services than the 

entire annual budget of I 30 million earMarked for 

the global information services of the UN. 
11 

11 Rohan Samarajiwa, "Third World Entry to News 
Market : Problema and Possible Solutions", 
Mainstream (New Delhi), vol.XXIII, no.28, 
9 March 1985, p.41. 

12 News Itema "New Information Order- Realities", 
Patriot, 22 July 19 85. 
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The clout displayed by money is therefore 

understandable • 

(V) Technological Pmblamst The communication arena 

is one where sophisticated technology rules the roost. 

The information and communication revolution that has 

unfolded a battery .of scientific equipm nts, has 

thrown the developing nations into an evan deeper 

morass. These nations are starved of technology becaQaa 

of a variety of zeeaons. As has been dacu.•nted above, 

advanced technology remains a monopoly of .the rich West. 

Thus, in the UN Confexence on Technical Cooperation in 

Buenos Aires, 1978, the participants, not without 

substance, identified the United States and other 

industrially advanced countries for their "technological 

colonialism a, i.e., to use it f'or making the developing 

nations mors dependent on them. 12 

Besides, technology is not value-neutral, less 

so is its use. DileRina regarding options therefore 

arises. And considering the volume of' infomation 

12 s. Golyakov, • Crooked Mirror of I nte mat tonal 
Imperialism•, New Times (Moacow) 43, 
October 1978, p.22. 
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produced• the risk of mS"t ipulation increases consi

derably. This is a problem whic:h e.f'fect. not only 

the developing nations but aJ.so the industrialised 

ones 11any a time. Coupled with this is tha problalh 

of standardization in the manufacture of equipmen ts 

and Materials. This serves as an effective handicap 

to regional cooperation. Concurrently. the r"ata and 

extent of the sometimes sudden changes which mast modern 

technologies bring about • ~ave in case a, acted as a 

factor of disruption and dastabilization in developing 
13 countries.· 

(VI) Uneguel Development of Mass Medias Development 

has followed a lopaided path in many developing 

countz-ies. In the field of information and communi ... 

cation this h_as la.~ to a si tuat.ion where the modicum 

of facilities that exist are concentrated in urban 

areas at the cost o'f the rura.l areas. Growth, falling 

to mate h the increase in population, is arrested and 

the weaker sections of the society in thel8 countries 

get a very zaw deal. The situation is worsened because 

of tha lack of desirable policy decisions, rampant 

1 3 Voices 0 World a Con~municati on and · 
Societv. Today and tom-orrow, n.6, pp.215 ... 1 • 
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administrative inafficJ.ency and lack of resources. 

following the pattern in other sectors of the societ~ 

women continue to get a raw deal - their needs in 
14 

print or broadcast media are inadequately uet. 

·(Vlll Absence of R&D: Research and development hardly 

exist in many developing nations. A multiplicity of 

f'actozos - low scientific bass, patent laws, financial 

problems, wrong policies, etc., - preclude; any R&D 

wo1'th the name. The little R&D that exist 1 ia repeti

tive, costly and hardly capable of delivering the goods. 

No wonder then that the d.ch 'North' remain. the main 

innovatol:'e• More than 90 per cent of the technicians 

and scientists work ~or the developed countries and 

mora than 90 per cent of the zesearch activities take 

plac• in the rich world.15 Besides, the developing 

countries lose the beet of their technoerata, scientists 

and medicos to the davalopttd countries, because of the 

p;r:robl•m of •braitt-drain". Since: the latter are able to 

of"fe.;r higher incomes end better facilities, than ia 
. . 

available in the fomer, there has been a one-way flow 
. . . 

of "brain•. According to Mr. K .R. Nal'ayanan, Minister 

14 Ibid., p.123. 

15 Alcira Argumedo, •rha New World Information Order 
and International Power•, Jaurngl lf International 
Affairs (New York), vol.JS, no.2, Fall/Winter, 
1 9 81/2 ' p .1 86. 
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of State for Extexnal Affaira, India last S 175 million 

wo,rth •brain• because of migration of intellectuals to 

other count~iaa of the world •16 

This explains why the developing nations fail 

in generating their own novelty and gat out of the 

rut of the hold of Western technology. 

(VIII} Lack of Proper Communication Policies: Naive 

belief in the Western de vel opmen t models he ve spelled 
0.. 

havoc for manyLdeveloping country sa fal:' as their 

information and coannunication structuxe is concerned. 

The borxowid JJtOdel has heightened pea ple • a expectations 

and made them pliant tools in the hands of the rulers. 

The belief in the "trickle-down" thao r.y has led them to 

disastrous paths. Thus, the "result have been far from 

what was expected J today it is acknowledged that these 

theories in developing countries have produced greater 

benefits for the mora advanced sectors of the community 

than to its more marginal sectors and that the gulf 

between rich and poor is not daczeaaing."17 

16 News Item: "Need to Si:Op Brain-Drain'1stzeasad", 
Indian, Express (New Delhi), 24 June 19 86. 

1 7 Man)( Voices, One World t Communication and 
Societv IodaY and Tomorrow, n.6, pp.204-05. 
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The institutional and structural framework 

relating to the role of state in communications, 

amount of freedom desirable and the xole of pmfession ... 

ala, etc., alae leaves much to be desired. Clear-cut 

direction is often not perceivable. Often what exists 

in paper is not translated into practice. 

(I~) Professional Training: The phrase t it is 

ultimately the men who make or mar ideas and policies, 

applies to the field of information and communication 

too. Sadly enough pro'fessional training ia lacking, 

in a number of developing countries. In many countries 

of Asia and Africa, according to the MacBride Commission, 

mass-media studies have bsen introduced only in the 

.last few years. On• ray of hope here is the caae of 

latin America, where the scene is not so dismal. There, 

almost ell countries ha~eat least one institution which 

provides such training; and most of them are associated 

with universities. 1 a 

(X) Leek of Co111munications Research: Till lately • 

communications research he• bean undertaken in only a 

few industrialised countries of the world. The 

18 Ibid., p.231. 
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developing countries have been lacking in thia regard 

and been therefore dependent on external sources. which 

very often d61 not answer their basic needs. A host 

of problems have prevented the developing countries 

from undertaking Dl!taningful communications research 

and the few researcher.& available, have felled to 

deliver the goods - they had been trained abroad, which 

precluded their clear grasp of the domestic z:equiraments. 

There is also imbalance in the di ffexent face-ts covered 

by research - a meaningful balance and definition of 

crucial areas is badly lacking.19 

lXI) Problems of Intez:national Assistance: Faced 

with the overall economic crisis in recant years -

what with recession. plaguing many advanced industrialis

ed countries, international assistance has waned. 

Multilateral assistance is baing cut by the advanced 

industrialised countries - they are resorting mare 

and more to bilateral assistance and tagging on such 

aid to their per.ceived strategic and other political 

considerations. 

19, Ibid., pp.224-25. 
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In general, aid and assistance is provided on 

.A!! nac basia, and is sporadic and poorly integrated 

into the overall developmental plans, thereby making 

a mockery of cooperative efforts. Co~unications 

sector is neglect"'ed in comparison to other sectors, and 

anyhow it is not regarded as a priority matter. For 

example, the loans and credits provided for telecommuni-

cations development by the World Bank upto the fiscal 

year 1978 amounted to approximately 3 per cent of total 

Bank lending since 1960. Besides, m5ty funding insti

tutions are reticent in supporting general communica

tion projects - such pmjects ere outside the priorities 

of ~organisations lites the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP') and the World Bank, and wholly outside 

those of regional development ben ks and the many 
20 

institutions supplying bilateral assistance. 

further, with the withdrawal of the United States 

and the United Kingdom from the UNESCO, this important 

UH agency has been hit ha~. The International 

Programme for the bevelopment of Communication (IPDC) 

therefore falls fiar short of the burgeoning demand of 

20 Ibid., pp.219-22. 



1 ao 

the developint countries. This can be construed ae 

an attempt on the part of soma industrialised countries 
21 

to move away from multilateral cooperation. Such 

postures portend ill .fD r the davelopiftg nations. 

{XII) The Problem of the Deepening Effect: . last but 

not the least is the p.rob.lem of the deepening effect. 

According to this logic,. dltpendisncy leads to more 

dependency and inequality to more inequality. This is 

a historical pheAomenon which has continued over the 
22 

years. What Charyl Payer in her study, of debts making 

countries more debted, analyses, is applicable to 

various area of relationships. 

lt is in this context that talks veering xound 

the proposition of naatching the developed West. etc., 

sometimes seea futile. By the time the developing 

nati.ons hope to reach upta the present level of' the 

developed countri.es, the latter would have g:~na much 

further ahead. As a result the gap would widen. 

This is accentuated if one continues to be 8 victim 

21 

22 

Dileep Padgaonkar, "Debate an World Information 
Order", Times of Ipdi~ (New Delhi), 
11 Mazch t 986. 

Charyl Payer, fteb1i reap : The IMF and the 
Third World (New Yar ,1974). 



181 

of the dependency structure and does not saek to severe 

the dependency equation with the •centre '. The problea 

facing the developing countries are there fora multi

pronged. What is important is that a running thread 

of connection should be seen among all these factors. 

(Ill) 

The Reaction of the Western Worldt 

Wearing the "holier than thou• mantle the vested 

interests in the Westem world have succeeded in 

thwarting the progreaa towards a NWICO. Portraying 

themselves as· the messiahs of innocettt viztue a, 

charged with the onerous task of upholding truth and 

objectivity, they have succeeded in painting the 

demands of t;e G:eveloping nations in dismal colours •. 

A a in • aat~piece populistic movie, the developing · 
,!.:. 

nations have~ been\ portrayed as the devious villains 

out to thwut the highest of time honoured virtues in 

the field of information and communicati·on. Tha fact 

that truth does not come in black and white teras, 

but in the varying shades of grey, has been lost 

)Light of, thanks to the influence that these vested 
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ittterssts wi~at:l.d. Their control of 'the political. 

e-conomic and social leve~a of power in the inter

natia.nal arena have made their lie a. rape ated a 

thousand times. appa.ar as truth. 

Though the Western powers have now come to 

accept that theze is at least something wrong with 

the present information and coauaunication orde~>, 

there was a time when they strictly denied that the 

·.order was undergoing erisi'a and was rent with severe 
. . . . . dQ....ye.V\e.e. C>~"t\-,.Q.. .. . 

dJ:awbacka. · TheirL sta·tu$ guo iailed down to the follow-

. ing propagandi•t assertions. They asserted with 881 f-

• ....JO...&.& 2.3 r1, ... ,..ou'"'e ••• 

1 • That the existing ·world information order was 

buoyant and heal thy and needed no change .• 

. 2 • That the demand for a NWICO was misplaced and 

·was a cam-ou-flage an·. the pa:t of the despots of the 

developi:ng nation& to stifle media freedom, to impose 

~.- ... sorsbip and ktitip away foreign correspondents from 

having ace.ass to infcn.."lftation. aourcea, ao that their 

•isdqings never c:ome 'to light. 

23 MankekaJ:, n.9, pp.BSff. 



183 

3. · That the attendant slogans of 'cultural aelf-

dettn:mtnatiori 1 , 1111tdia imperialia•' and •national 

sovereignty over a country's communications', were 

aeant to be 11are 'facades of an. evil design. 

4. That the UNESCO, neglecting ita nobler 

objectives, was, on the one hand, acting as a 

aid-wii'a to tha attempts of the dictators of the 

developing nationa to usa the information and coanru.a

nication media for propagandist purpossa, and on the 

other, wae aeeking to monopolise control over inter

national information and co11municetion. Theae went 

against the norms of fairt~lay and objectivity. For 

them, the UNESCO aae11ad to have exceeded i*s given 

role under the Charter. It therafo:re needed to be 

t~ught a lesson. and the 'freedom of the free world t 

needed to be guaranteed against UNESCO sponaored 

encroachment. 

5. That the attempt by the developing nations 

to encourage pluraliam in news aourcas through 
I .. 

·institutional arrangements like the Nan-Aligned 

·News Agencies Po•l (NANAPl was assenti.elly a heinous 

··attempt by dictatorial regiMes of' the deveJ.aping 

wot-ld to paddle propaganda. 
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6. That they ware the upholders of tha time-

honoured highest moral standards of truth, freedom 

end objectivity, and that no one in the developing 

nations in his right senses could, and should point 

an accusing finger at the•. 

7. That their attempt in picturing the existen

tial truth of the developing nations - political 

instability~ economic backwardness, primordial 

loyal tie a and backward value a - had made th• fall 

in disfavour in the ayas of those who wanted thaae 

vary things to be puahad under ths carpet. 

a. That the.v ware driven by al truiatic motive a, 

in furtherance of the 'whita-atan 's buxden ', to 

civilisa the primite savages of the developing 

n.ationa. 

9. That the MacBride Commission Report was in 

lf)ague with siniatesr forces in their grand design, 

.because it -provided intellectual juati'fication for 

such schemes. 

But thi_a proeaas of daluaion could not persist 

for too long. The Weatarn world had to perforce 

give in to tha damand of tha majority of states, and 
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concede at least that imbalanc• and bias did mark · 

tha existing in~ormation and communication order and 

that therefore some changes were needed and indeed 

desirable • 
...... (" 
·. ·' 

·· This sat in a pe.ri~d of brief honey-moon. They 

championed. themael ves now as the true friends .of 

the developing nations - by seeking 'b3 do •"a.V with 

ethnocentric end colonial $Vertone s, by giving more 

coverage to the developing nations, by imparting 

training to the parsonnsl of the developing nations 

and by helping in expanding their ilfformation and 

communication structure. Ths We stem strategist• 

also tried to hijec k the movement for a new inter

national informatian-co.mmunication order by deflecting 

the concern from the establishment of a new ordsr to 

qQestiona of technology trans fer. It was ~~tade to 

seem that the onus o'f the problem 1 aY only in technical 

shortcomings. 

The honeymoon could not have lasted long. end 

indeed it did not fb r the problems ere too deep and 

structural. to rec:oneile the opposite posi tiona.· 

They need radical change. Differences thus cropped 

up more sharply. 
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To be true to facts, differences had cropped 

up as early as the 7Da, when the inequality of the 

eKiating informatian and communication arde~: began 

to be gradually unravel~ad. This was aided and 

abetted by the_ change in power relations when the 

developing nations began to outnumber the Western 

world by increased membership and a collective voice. 

But the virulent attack that the UNESCO and the 

developing nations are facing was to come later, 

in the aos. 

Thia roughly coincided with the convening of 

the 20th General Confex:ence of the UNESCO at Belgrade, 

1980. The Western countries wanted to scuttle the 

attempt of the UNESCO session to decide upon action 

policies on the MacBride Commission Report and the 

lntet"national Programma for the Development of 

Communication, which were against their interes~4 

The vested interests saw an en amy everywhere -

in the UNESCO, the developing countries, the MacBride 

Commission Report, and even in the personality of the 

Director General of the UNESCO, Mr. Amadou-Ma&'tar M1 Bow. 

24 Ibid., p.174. 
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Their objection was to the very idea of 

governments di.scussing media problem a and eonsidare d 

it to be inconsistent with the basic doctrine of 

media free-dom, whose cornerstone is independence and 

separation from the 9)V&mment which is assumed to 

be nutdia 'a natural adversary. That this was an 

erroneous viaw since the UNESCO is anyhow a forum of 

governmental representatives and has e clear mandate 

from the UN to concern itself with problems of infor-
25 aation, soon became manifest. According to them, 

the. MacBride Commission Repo.rt sought to deliver on a 

platter: the cont%'01 of' mass msdia to the governments 

of. the· developing-nations •. 

However, as an· ·editorial in the Columbia 

Journalist Review (July-August 19 BO), pointed out, . . . 
subh criticisms • ••. hardly saem justified by a 

close re.ading of the report, which in many cases 

rejacts p;r:aposals that might more truly have been 

causes of alarm in the West~ •• the Commission voted 

not to endorse a proposed code setting out the rights 

and responsibilities o'f journalists. a msasure which 

25 Ibid., p.176. 
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many Western observers feared could be used by 

governments to put %8Porters on a short ].sash •• ;. it 

reicommsndad against special legisl.ati on to protect 

journalists, noting that such safeguards would 

invite the dangers entailed in -. licensing system 

since i 1: would re qui11l somebody to stipulate who should 

be entitled to claim such pwtaction. •• the COmmission 

••. urged all nQtions to ensure admittance of foreign 

correspondents and to guarantee their free access to 

the en-tire spectrum of opinion within an·y country" 

anr:l called "for the abolition of ell censorshi-p". 

It further added that~ the "hardline Western view 

ignores the possibility that the model which has 

effectively served the communication needs of the 

_industrialised wor_ld _may be inappropriate for younge%' 

nations struggling with illiteracy, social tensJ.ons, 

and extremes of' poverty and wealth 1 Besides, it f'al t 

that "• •• the issues addressed in the (MacBride) 

Report cannot constructively be resoJ:ved by Western 

insistence on a 'freedom' that, to many Third World 

2& nations, may look suspiciously like control." 

26 Ibid., p.179. 
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Aa ti•• elapsed and the .zeso lution for the 

establishment of a NWICD was paa811d 1 th• vested 

inte:reata felt threatened. Their cri~.s became mora 

and mora sharp. They now directed their ira against 

the UNESCO aince they felt that it was coordinating 

all the movaa against tham. Appa%8ntly, they sought 

to strangle it of all lifa-blood. This is seen from 

the withdrawal of the United .states in 19 84, and of 

Britain and Singapore in 1985, leaving the UNESCO 

poorer by about 30 per cent of 1 ta ac area bud get • 

The Reagan administration in the United States 

with its obvious lf.lck of enthuaiaSJB for the foru• 

of mul tilataral diplomacy, used .ita might to challenge 

the UNESCO. An 18 month review of the Aldrican 

position in the international organizations to which 

it belonged was undertaken by the Assiatant Secretary 

for ln_terna~ional O~ganiaation Affairs, Gregory Newell~ 

The five policy priorities underlined in tha revi., 

were: 

- to reassert AMerican leadership in 

llul tilateral affairaJ 

- to imple111ent a policy of zero nat 
growth in organizations' budgetaJ 
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- tQ. increase American .repzesantation 

in the secz:e tariats of mul.til.ateral 

egenciaa1 

"""' . to reduce tha incidence of· expansivit 

conferancasJ 

- to enhance the J.Ole o ·f the public 

sectot: •. 

At the conclusion of the review in May 1983, 

tnree broad issues were identified as the crux of the 

problem contributing to the weakening of the organi

zations, namely t politieisation of the specialised 

agencies of tha UNJ a 'statist' approach ta the 

solution of problems and high levels of budgetary 

growth. As expected, the UNESCO was considered to 

27 be the chief villain in this regard. 

The gravamen of the charges that the United 

States has levelled against the UNESCO are: 28 

... That the UNESCO's programmes, basic 

orientation and budget growth are 

faulty. 

27 Brian Mocking, .. Words and deeds : Why America 
left UNESco•, The Wor.\d Todo)£ (London) vo1.41, 
no.4, April 19BS, p.75. 

2 B Memorandum presented by Willian G. Harley 1 
Communications Consultant, United States Depart
ment of State, 9 february 1984 (updated in AprU 
t 984} ,reflecting the views of the State Depart-
ment on what the US Government is thinking and doing 
about UNESCO. (EmPhasis added). 
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That it sings an anti-Western tune 

and is not willing to defend the ideals 

of free thought and free expression 
upon which it was founded. 

That it has beco• 'statist', o'ff'era 

•collectivist solutions' to world 

problema .and doles out'ideological 

polemics•. 

That it has not heeded American efforts 

in recent years to change this orien

tation. 

That it raj acta sound management 
principles in favour of sal f..,.serving 

and self"promoting procedures. 

- That ii( continues to harp on 1;ha NWICO, 

which embodies element! harmfu.l to free 

tress ADd free ntarke1;. This will help 

governments to define "responsible" 

reporting and control what is written 

alJout their nations and in their nations. 

A cogent analysis of the issues involved herein 

gives lie to such arguments. As Professor Moonia Raze 

rightly point. out, such arguments betra~ appalling 
~ . 

un-truths. As he elaboratest29 

29 Moonis Raze, "UNESCO end the New Barbarians", 
Peace and SolidaritK (New Delhi), vo1.15, no.11, 
November 1984, pp.12ff. 
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( 1 ) The charge that NWICO is hostile to pre as 

freedom is false. It rather aims at strengthening 

press freedom by undoing the grip of the tran a

nationals on the media in general, and the developing 

nations in particular. 

( 2 ) The ra sol uti on s xe let in g to NW I tO were pa seed 
. . 

bN the UNESCO General Conference by consensus of all 

the 16t member nations, including the United States. 
f' -, __ 

·(3) The activities of the U~ESCO under the 

NW.ICO programme is meant to strengthen national 

capabilitie~ and sal. f-reliartce in the developing 

countries and do away with monopoly contmls and 

distortion of national cultures. 

·(4) An analysis of, for example, the UNESCO '• 

budgetary estimates of 1984-85, shows that it was 

equivalent appzoximately to the cost of thme B-52 

bombers, or a little ao.re then half the cost of the 

aircraft-carrier, Nimitz. The proportionate 

expenditure on th.a various head a cannot be consi

dered to be a cess ef over-spending at all. Literacy, 
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for exa~pla, was allotted a sum of one dollar for 

ever four children that have to be covered. 

(5) The accusation that UNESCO spends 80 per 

cent of its budget on salaries ia also wrong. It 

is close to SO percent, and this cannot be considered 

high in the case of intellectual activities that 

are mostly teacher/researcher bound and whe::cein 

hardware plays a vary minor role. 1n feet an 

American Treasury Departnent official, in a testi ... 

many to the Congress on 14 September 19 79, said, 

·· •w. consider tha (UNESCO 'a) management unique and 

advanced iB comparison to other UN agencies. This 

efficiency offers the poasibility of a growth in the 

afficienc;Y of US participation in' the UNESCO •11 

·( 6) The idea that the UNESCO is a sort of en 

employment agency for the developing nations is again 

false. Only 39 per cant o'f the UNESCO positions go 

to the people of Asia and Africa who comprise 70 per 

cent of" the world • a population. On the othe1:hand, the 

US and Western Europe which account for only 13.86 per 

cent of' the world's population, haft cornered 40 per cent 

of UNESCO pasta. 



{7) The charge, that UNESCO promotes a North-

south confrontation is also false. The fact that 

resolutions ara passed by consensus, inepite of 

the f'act that the developing nations have an over

whelming major! ty giva s lie to such an assertion. 

I,n fact, even Leonard R. Sussman, who is 

known f'or his rase rvations against ~WICO, admits 

that none of the UNESCO conferences approved resolu

tions suppor-ting censorship, licensing of joux-nalists, 
O-r 
Lather governmental control of independent news Ud 

inforttation media. Yet, Western press 1'8presentativaa 

sea UIESCO differently and tha• version dcnai,.nates 

the data 'banks of even the best American newspapers. 

According to him it appears that the United States 

is using UNESCO to alter, or, f'ailing which, withdraw 

from the wider UN system. 30 

.Many coun tries had withdrawn fro at UNESCO at 

various points of time, but most of them again 

rejoitusd it. South Africa quit in 1956 'for ever. 

Poland, Hungary and Czechoslovakia quit in 19 53, 

30 · Leonard R. Sussman; "Reaponsa ", Journal. o-f 
Communication val. 34, no.4, Autumn 19 94. 
pp~159-61' 162. 
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.alleging that UNESCO was a tool of Cold War. They 

however s:atumad soon enough next year,in 1954. 

Pcn:tugal quit in 1 971 in protest against the UNESCO 

stand on its colonies and rejoined in 1974 following 

i h h d • d ti 1 31 
8 revolu t on t at as ere :tn 8 emacra. c ru e. 

But the ADIBrican withdxoawal 'from UNESCO and tha 

attacks against it he~ serious implications. As 

Mr. M'Bow, the Director General of' UNESCO pointed out: 

"Those who want to use the organisation· for their 

own ends have a i;emdency to c~ate confusion• - and 

hence tha •massive attack" on UNESCO. What is mora, 

it is not on.ly an attack on UNESCO, but •the totality 

of' the instrumant for mul til.ateral. cooperation that 

is at a taka." in "certain circles" there is a trend 

towards bilateralism. Mance it is "the democratic 

principle" that "is also at stake hem ••• what ia 

happening has ramifications fbr North-South relations. 

There are those who, because they pay mare, find 

decisions by majority intolerable.n32 

31 Newa lt~mt "UNESCO Ma,y Refer US Move to Court", 
Titnas of India, 26 October 1985. 

32 Jlewe, Iteuu "UHSCO Tides Over financial Crisis", 
times of tnai1, 29 April 1965. 
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In fact, the Western attack against UNESCO 

is so tenuous that right thinking people• and organi

zations within those countries have pleaded with their 

govemments not to scuttle UNESCO '• efforts since it 

has been doing noble work. for instance, the United 

States National Commission for UNESCO appointed by 

the Congress to go into the issues concerning the 

decision of the United States to withdraw froa UNESCO., 

strongly opposed the withdrawal. It found no ground 

whatsoever 'for America severing ita ties with UNESCO, 

though it did want improvt;m'lents in the Organization. 

The Commission, in feet, showed clearly that all 

the American arguments adduced in favour of withdrawal 

33 did not bear scrutiny. 

The US State Department report submitted to 

Congress held that UNESCO expenditures that benefitted 

tha US amounted to over 40 par cent of vall.B of 

American contribution. The bulk of UNESCO '• budgetary 

allocation, according to it go to educational and 

33 United States National Caamission for UNESCO, 
•What are tha Issues Conceming the Decision of 
the United States to withdraw from UNESCO?" 
1984 (An advisory forum established by Congress, 
vide Public law 565, 1946). 
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scientific programmes, and the most controversial 

part gf UNESCO 1 a programma in communications accounted 
34 

fgr only 8 par cent of the budget. . 

Besidas, man,v American scientists who have worked 

for the organisation and zelated progrEmmea said that 

the American withdrawal 'from UNESCO would cause loss 

of key benafi 'ta to American scientists, scholars and 

35 cultural g!.'oup·a. 

The British withdrawal. is Particularly galling 

because it came about after UNESCO set in motion 

a series of refoxms and reduced its budget. Not only 

the several member nations of' UNESCO, but also the 

members of the Commonwealth and :the European Economic 

Community (EEC), as well as eminent personalit iea like 

Joseph Needham, Graham Greene, Peter Ustinov, 

Yehudi Menhuin, ate., requested Britain not ~o with

draw from UNESCO. Even the former conservative 

Prime Minister, Sir tdward Heath asked Britain not to 

34 Majid Tehrani an, •Response•, Journgl of 
Comraunica:f&ion, n.30" p.149. 

35 News Itema "US Scientists see Loss in Leaving 
UNESCO•, I!JRSs of tnd:lg, 24 December 1984. 
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go "back into our hole of a nasty, squalid and petty 
. . • . . ~36 
nationalism ••• 

Besides •. the influential House of Commons 

foreign Affairs Committee had earlier recommended that 

if UNESCO carried on extensive reforms in its 19 85 

General Conference Session; UK should desist from 

pulling out of the UN body • Pointing out the fallacy 

of the British argument that it was not getting 

value for its money, the rep.ort held that Britain 

would lose financially rather then save money • It 

pointed out that· in· 19a·s it earned £ 9 .s million from 
: r 

UNESCO by way of salaries end consul.tancy fees, while 

its contribution was only £ 5 million. 
37 

Wh.atsver may be the motives for attack, 

Ult£5£0 ta posi t.ion is clear. It seeks a 11 free and 

balanced flow• of information. It bel .is ve s that 

imbalance can be rectified~ for ;Lcample' by equal 

36 'N.L. Chowl.a, "Future of UNESCO in Doubt", 
times of Indio, 30 Dace mba r 1 985. 

37 News ltama "H-ouse Panel .asks UK not to quit 
UN£SC~•, by K.N. Malik, limes of India, 
27 September 1985. 
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participation of the. developing countries' media in 

the Western news flow system. This is o~ourse not 

acceptable to the West. UNESCO has also made it clear 

that it does not give a clean chit to the developing 

nations. The Director General, Mr. M'Bow, has often 

said that the "aaeond half of hie battle will ba 

fought in tha Third World where, in most cases. the 

38 prsaa ia held on a tight leash.• 

It must be said to the credit of urtESCO that it 

has t.-1ad to II'Utllt the criticisms, ~avalled against it, 

through concrete actions. Coupled with a ze m-growth 

budget for 1986-87, it also decided to "institutionaliae 

a special committee to oversee reforms in the 40 year~! 
39 olct world body• - the only worl.d body to do so. 

Raply.ing to the American demand f'or staff 

reductun,_ Mr. M•Bow, the UNESCO Director General, 

pointed out that this would affect the organisation 'a 

programmes as most of them were specialists and 

38 Singh, n.l., 

39 News ltema •UNE5£0 Agrees on Reform Mechanism", 
!igs of lndj.a, B November 1985. 
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40 
exparts and not mer& bureaucrats. Vet, UNESCO 

ag-reed to do away with 600 out of about 3,000 posts, 

including professional and general personnel., ae a 

raaul t~ of the budget freeze, consequent on the pull

,out 'tby US and UK •41-

Despite ita crisis, UNE~CO ia doing ita beet 

to live upto its ideals. lnspite of the budget 

reduction, the member-States at the 23rt! General 

tonferenee of the UNESCO in 1985, reached a consensus 

on giving priority to program'mes that would keep 

intact tha main obj.ectives af' tha Second Medium fer• 

P~an for 1984-89.
42 

Over 90 per cent of all t\tnda available tD the 

communication sectors f'ro11 all sources of financing 

il'l 1986-87, aze earmarked fbr the developmantof' 

communication infrastructures end training. Most 

of the money~ reprasenti.ng a sum of more than 

40 News Item: "UNESCO Passes Zero Growth Budget", 
Tj.mJB of tnd\g, 27 October 19 85. 

41' News Jtemt "UNESCO Penal to Settle Claims with· 
US", by k .N •. Malik, Iimes of tndij!f, 20 December 
1985. 

42 Nawe Itenu "UNESCO Assured af India's Support", 
Times of Indig, 2 January 19 86. 
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S 35 million• comes f'mm extra-budgetary funds 

entrusted to UNESCO by industrialised countries. It 

includes s~ma $ 8 million that have been contributed 

so far to the Special Account of the International 

.Programma f'ar the Devalopnant of Communication 
43 ,Projects i.n the developing world. 

All. these show that what is eppare nt is not 

real. As William Plaff :rightly point.& out, "The 

controversy which provoked the tJS government • s decision 

to leave UNESCO at the and of this year ia an affair 

in whjch the unspoken is vastly moxa important than 

44 what actually is charged and counter-charged." 

The former United States Permanent Representative 

to the UN, Jean Kirkpatrick, gave an inkling of the 

real intent, when aha said that "those who pay the 

bill dontt have the votes and those who have the 

votes don•t pay the bi11.•45 

43 Padgaonkar, n.21. 

44 William Plaf'f', "UNESCO Caught in the North
South Cross fire"', I 0 temat ional Herald Tribune 
(Paris), 31 .January 1984. 

45 T.N. Kaul, "US Threat of Withdrawal from 
UNESCO" , . . Patriot, 21 reb rue ry 19 84 • 
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The real, though latent, factor in thia ga11e 

ia the transnational factor. Since early 7Da they 

ware feeling andange~d in two ways, aa trans

nationals and as communication organ isationa, because 
46 

UNESCO cuta acroaa their area of activity. 

In tha US more than &a per cent of menpower 

and Gross National Product (GNP) ia in the infoma-

tion and communication sector. The commun.ic at ion 

industries can thrive only thmugh export iD developing 

countries. Naturally, they are angry at. UNE SCD 

att•apt through ita communication programmes, to raise 

capabilities o., the developing nat ions based on ael. f

rsliance. The US triad to neutralise UNESCO programmes 

by insisting on developmental aid on a bilateral 

basis, instead of through UNESCO, and by wanting to 

involve Aaerican transnational& in such programmes. 

Thesa moves were firmly resisted by the developing 

countries, and hence the American anger. 47 

46 Jemaa Szacsko, •Response•, Journal of 
Communication, n.lo, p.102. 

47 •us and UNESCO : The Other Motive •., 
ftainatret•• vol.XXII, no.24, 11 February 1984, 
p.s. 
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UNESCO is only a test case in the dangerous 

dri f't from mul ti-lateralism to bi-lateraliara. 
48 

The campaign, though addressed symbolically to an 

international organisation, is truly aimed at the 
49 Non-Aligned Movement. UNESCO has been chosen 

0ecauae of its relative weakness and also because 

it dared challenge the market values of the vested 

interests. the resurgent conservatism in the US 

and Western Europe is allergic to any criticism -

tt. re;resants an unabashed backward march from several 

democratic values, cherished in a moze liberal era. 

In this no ... holds barred war against the 

interests of the developing nations, the vested 

interest's ·~ the Western daminating elites and 

organisations,hava utilised all the resources at 

their command. Even the much touted 1 f%ee pre.sst 
~ ~one 

of' the Wast ··n-an'.l. the whole hoq with these 'forces. 

Without examining retional.ly the demands of' the 
-ha.ve 

developing nations, theyL used their leverage to 

48 Tehranian, n. 34, p.148. 

49 fnri que Gonzalez Manet, •Response•, 
JaumAl of Communication, n.lo, pp.115-16. 
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give the devl!!loping nations a bad name. An examp~e 

of this can be had from Mort Rosenblaum, who, writing 

in the International Herald Tribune, ·(25 february. 

1980) obse:rvedt "The objection (by the Third World) 
"a. 

waa not simply to inadequate reporting, it was to 

aceura'he reporting of embara-aasing information • 

. Through UNESCO those who wanted simple press control 

had found' a way to disguise it.• 50 

But as Altaf Gauhar righ-tly paints out, "free 

press", is not the sante thing as •free flow of 

information". "free Press" is a concept, an ideal. 

Whareas what Weste:m news agencies mean by ttfree flow 

of information" is nothing but a commercia~ 

proposition. In the field o'f trade, the developed 

'West~ sets up tariff and non-tariff barriers to 

regulate flow of leather goods, textiles and jute 

50 Mankakar, n.9, p.175. 
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msnufactu~:es from •south•. ln this case they are 

not deterred or- embarrassed by thail:' .:ommitment 1D 
- 51 

free trade. Why. ~hen do these nations earp and 

cavil against the developing nations when they attempt 

to insulate themselves from. manifest harm to their 

vi ta-l intere-sts? 

A rational analysis there fore shows that the 

Western attack is a cover to maintain the inequitous 

status-quo in the field af information and communi• 

cation, which in turn contributes to the maintenance 

of the dependency structure • Their "holier then 

thou• pretensions lie unmasked. 

51 Al taf &auhar, tditorial •Free Press Vs. 
free Flow •., South (London ) ,_ nth 1 0 , 
August 1981, pp.6-7. 
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CONCLUSION : FINDINGS• PERSPECTIVE AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

"Even a journey of a thousand m ile a tarts with 

a single step", .so goes an ancient Chinese proverb • 

The developing na·tions are now taking the first 

steps towards the ~ong ardous journey for reaching 

the destination of NWICO. And as the developing 

countries take tha firs't a tapa towards this direction • 

it is imperative that they get their bearings correct. 

An attempt is made in this concluding cha ptar to 
L • 

recapit"Late some of the main issues of tte debate 

and suggest soma essential guidelines for necessary 

action. 

(I) 

~indings: 

The need for the establishment o·f a NWtCO stands 

vindicated. The reasons alii not far to seek and can 

be summarised from the major findings of this dis ser

tation. The following are the major findings: 
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( 1) Tha world is wi tne as to an information and 

communieatio11 :revolution of cataclysmic proportions. 

An admixture of developments in the mic m-alectronic, 

computronic and telecommunication fields, have bent 

apace and time in their stride. The world stands 

reduced to a •global village•. 

(2) This has heralded .a calculus .of society in 

which information plays so vital a xole that it is 

deemed to be a curzency of power. 

(3) The information and communication order that 

axista aa of today owes ita pzedoainance mainly to 

the congary of' daval.opments since World War II, 

rasul ting in the emerga'lca of US as the 1 eader in 

the field. 

·(4) A few transnational corporations, blessed aa 

they am with massive technological and financial 

prowess, have comarad IIIOSt of the benefits accruing 

'fro• the existing infomation and communication order. 

This warrants their calling the shots. 
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( 5) The existing info:anati an and communication 

order has to be seen in the structuxal context. It 

is one of the thrae props a.f the dominant dependency 

structure, helping thexe by in the continued dapendence 

of the *periphery" nations on the •metropolitan" 

countries. 

(6) The said o:z:der ts rent with crisas because of 

the built-in ina quality - one way f'ree flOf , 

deplorable effects on the developing nationa, control 

exerted by the transnational&, i nf'o11nat ioft be-ing 

treated as a "commodity•, etc. 

(7) A few countries in the world' - like US, UK, 

france, federal Republic of Germany, Sweden, 
; . . . . 

iffatherlands, Italy, Japan - through their trans-

nationals, a xert almost a to tal 1nonopoly on the exist

ing information and communication order. 

·(B) This massive domination has both a quanti-

tativa and a qualitative aspect, each subaervas the 

other. 
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·(9) Aa a result• tnenfore, the developing nations 

are, on the '!lne hand , faced with hunger of! ne cas saxy 

information and on the other, a11' slavishly dependent 

on the monopol_y powers. While that in hardware is 

almost total, the dependmcy in softwam ia no less 

alarming. 

~ 

·(10) Besides, the existing ias..-itoua order also 

reflects the values of the monopoly powers and seeks 

to convert other nations end cultures to the va~t~e-

faith of the dominant Westerb baugeois countries. 

(11} No wonder thezoafore that the order wreaks 

havoc dln the political, economic and cultural-. 

ideolo9ical life of the dependent nations. Not only 

are the interests o~ the monopoly nations furthered, 

but the vary sovaxeignty of the •hava .. nat• nations 

have Dacoma open to question. Thtse. hew, stultif'illd 

the latter's democratic gmwth in all the tnxee vi tal 

areas - political, economic and cultural-ideological. 

(12) Though NWICO aims at 11tdressing all these 
' . 

inequities. yet, its establishment is not easy of 

realisation. The problema of the developing natiana 
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- structural, infraat:ruetural, financial, social, etc., 

- and the reaction of' the monopoly powers, bent as 

they are on retaining the expJ.oitative status qua, 

imptadaa the emergence of a NWICO. 

·(II) 

Perspective' 

·All said and done, a· NWICO needs: to be 

established for it promises global. damoc:ratisaticn of 

information and communication. It is not a mere goal 

but ·a search for betterment, for a free and balanced 

wozld of' nations and peoples, Apparently, the 

concept of NWICO· does not have a finality of its own 

in terms of solutions. It is open-ended-open to 

developments, to changes and impro vamants. 

Aa is clear by now NWlCO is integrally related 

with the concept of NIED and Non-Alignment. They 

ere not to be seen as mutually exclusive, but indeed 

re-inforcing, . campl.eDnsntary and supportive. The 

imperatives o'f structural linkage makes the severance 

of tie a of the developing countries from the depend eney 
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equation in all the three fieJ.d.s- political, 

economic and cul tu~l-ideological - obligatory. 

This cannot be done in isolation, i.e. , in any one 

field. As argued in the fore going chapters, any._• 

such attempt would be f1:uit1es s since it is the 
~ 

intezmeshing of the three apparatus that forms the 

mosaic of dependency. 

The immediate future may nat seem promising, 

yet, a dispassionate analysis of the developments, 

since the present information and communication order 

has come under clout, suggests a few guideline a for 

the future. These suggest tha route that can be 

traversed, and as the journey progressea the necessary 

changes can be included and the guidelines improved 

upon. 

(III) 

!•commendations: 

The Christian belief that it is better to light 

a candle than to curse the darkne as holds true for 

all those who want to gat out of the rut that they 

are trapped in. It should be action on three fronts 

theoretical, praxiological and rhetorical• The 
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essential ingredients of these should contain the 

~allowing a 

1. The Thegretical Dimensions Theory is a guide 

to action. This being so, theoretical conaiderstions 

acquire signi~icant importance. The following 

theoretical considerations needs to be taken into 

accounts 

(e) The import of information in the present day 

world has got to be grasped and disseminated to all 

segments of the society. Information is an impO%' tent 

currency of modern power J its neglect would spell 

doom to the gigantic and much delayed process of 

socio-economic transformation. 

(b) Analysis of the infomation and communication 

structure ought to be dena in a hol.is tic fashion. 

Atomistic analysis would lead ~o piece-meal end 

fragmented social angineed.ng resulting in confusion. 

Holistic approach would also help explain the frustrat

ing efforts of those who want to retain the status 

guo in the field a f information and communication. 
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Baa idea 1 the ra is the need for a sound c. once ptual 

foundation. Otherwise. the answers reached would fail 

to meat the bUl. 

(c) Diversity notwithstanding, an uniforra global 

information and communication policy based on common 

aims, values and interests needs to be foxmulatad. 

This will help answer the needs of an interdependent 

world. 

(d) The nations of the world need to formulate 

their own national policies in keeping with their 

specific social, cultural and economic environment. 

·The aim of such a policy should be the democratisation 

of' national communications and should involve the 

various social groups end ensure social participation 

at all levels. This should help in moving away from 

foreign models and .,rom pattems of' dependency. 

(a) Broad-based research at local, regional and 

international level is ~quired to examine the 

hitherto unknown areas in order to further inter

dependence., coordination and optimum utilisation of 

the various mass ... media, ate. 



214 

(f) The dependence on North Atlantic- centric idioms 

and symbols needs to be eschewed and the development 

of' local idioma and symbols encouraged. This would 

help in prase rving the national cult ural heritage. 

(g) The developing nations have to uphold the 

loft)' ideals of the UNESCO and ita parent ergeni

zation - tha UN. Collective action on the part of 

the developing nations cen helP sustain these organi-
. 

sations and make them work for universal wel t'am .. 

Multilateral action in an interdependent '«trld should 

be the watchword. 

(h) F'iftall.Vt it is important thtltNWICO be looked 

upon as being open-ended, a journey towards democra

tisation in the field of' information and canmuni-

cation. 

2. The Praxiological Dimans ion t -praxis ia the 

need of the hour. lmroadiate action needs to be 

initiated, among others,. at least on the following 

aspects, viz.: 

·(a) The developing nations need to give possible 

priority in national objectives and finance<~ to their 

national information and communication media, so as to 
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develop their own faciiitiea and move ·away from 

dependency. All possible sources of finance should 

·be tapped - en efficient and optimum utilisation of 

communication resources should be aiaed at. 

(b) The developing nations have to democratisa 

their national infomation and communication structuxe 

wherever possible. Autonomy of mt!Uis-atedia, rights of 

journalists (both national and international)._ rights 

of privacy, pluralin in info:rllation sources, should 

be the watch-words. A voluntary code of conduct, 

prtn:t:ared by professional bodies, may hcwever be adopted 

by the various mass media agencies. All avenues which 

throttle spread of infomation - viz., monopol,y 

ownership, financial control, cammerf:ial: influence, 

etc., should be curbed. Pluralism and diversity of 

information should be the ai.m. 

Written comnu.mication should be given importance. 

Production and distribution of books • .periodicals and 

magazines, should be streamlined and made to reach as 

large an audience as is pQ-ssible. 
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Local needs have to be answered through local. 

networks - low cost, amall range transaitteJ:~s, 

television stations, amall presses, etc., can be 

established. Communication interaction thxough masa

metdia needs to be encouraged. Remote and backward 

aJ:Saa should be given priority thxough national radio 

networks, which should get priority over development 

of talevi$ion. 

Apparently, mass-media should be used to both 

educate and entertain. Knowledge of communication 

systems can be an essential input in the educational 

atructuze, so as to preps ze stud ants for communica

tion activities. 

·(c) The att:empt should be to raak a use of both 

traditional and modem mass-media facilities available. 

Simultaneously, the requisite infrast:r:uctural facili

ties required for the spread of mess-media. needs to 

be developed - inczeasa in literacy, development of 

languages, a tc. 

(d) The developing countries need to take active 

steps in safeguarding their culture and developing 

them. Communication means should be uaad to make 
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creativity ··'f'e.o..e..1-. · out to broad mass of the people. 

(e) Thera has to be a movem•nt from the 'man bites 

dog' sort of journalism towards Pl.'O greasive9 purpose

ful, development-oriented journalism. The problems 

at the national, regional and inter-regional level 

should be highlighted. The mass media should also ba 

harnessed to serve the developmental needs, with the 

proviso that by ao doing their autonomy and impartiality 

ia not compromised. 

Crisis and tension situations require careful 

handling. Nothing shoul~ be c;ione to exacerbate 

tension and violence. At such time tha nawa-men should 

not be carded away b.v sensational spot-news, but 

shot.tld be able to develop an empathetic understanding 

of the larger issues involved. lt is also pertinent 

that the weaker sections of the socie~ - women, 

minorities, backward, uneducated marginalised groups 

and strata, etc. - and their problems should be 

approachad with ca.ra and d.- understanding, 

The mass-aedia needs to be an guard against the 

hazards of' espionage and de-stabilizing elements, and 

must uphold their integrity in adch contexts. The 
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aim should rather be to promote internet ional co

operation by highlighting ita desirability. They 

should focus on higher values like peace, co-existence 

a:nd disarmament, development, interdependence, toler

ance ~d cooperation f'or mutual benefit, etc., and 

thwart the evils of human rights violation, apartheid, 

denial of freedom, etc. 
·. ~ 

(f) The de-veloping countries need to collaborate 

with eacft other to tap chSf!Jtlt1' and increased 

availability of nawspd.nt and xeduction of tariffs, 

· f.or news transmission, charges far flow of' varioua 

.i.ftfor•ation materials or usa 01" diver sa communication 

(g) They must also exert themselves to gat their 

due of the finite natural resources - tile elactm

magnetic spectrum, for transmiaaian pui:poaea, and 

geo-stationary orbit, for parking communication 

satellites. 

(h) The developing countries should also immediately 

seek legislation prohibiting flow of valuable 

information acmss borders through the marvellows 

technological equipmenta. They must also taka care 

of copyright laws, patent-laws, etc. It would be 
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hazardous for the developing nations if adequate 

prevention is not taken agains"t the flood of 

developed technology. Even the developed nations 

take such maasu rtt, though they erN hoarse when it 

comtls to the developing nations. 

{i) Since raass-aadia involves technical expertise. 

the developing countries should •stab1ish centres ta 

impart expertise in the various maas-aedia. The 

example of the Indian Institute of Mass Communication 

€New Delhi')~ is a case in point. 

There is also a need for a change of mind on 

tha part of tha 111edia personnel. It is imperative 

'that those who oeal 1llli th i nformat ion should he ve 

heightened political awareness - · ·· be critical 

and resist an information madal that does not answer 

one 's cultural , political and a conomic need a. 

( j) Research and dsvelopaent shau ld be undertaken 

by the deve~oping countries. This should nat be mara 

imitative of the West but be novel, geared towarda 

realising their genuine needs and vital intereata. 

Such research should overstep national boundaries and 

be based on regional and inter-z:a gional cooperation. 
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(k) Active measures, both at the national and the 

international level, needs to be initiated against 

the adv.artising transnationals. Appropriate advisory 

and watchdog committees can be formed. The onus 

should be to move away -from the pre sent trend which 

stresses an sexism, false dreams, sensationalism, 

artificial needs, etc. 

(1) There is also a need tD regulate the activities 

at the trananatianals by forcing them to abide by 

a coda of conduct guiding investment pattern, 

modus operandi of functioning, para• tars of' 'function

ing, liabilities in case of default or mishap, e-tc. 

·(m) Above all, the deval.aping countries should 

forge alliances at bi-lateral, sub-regional, regional 

and inter-regional levels, to develop collective 

self-reliance by way of joint activ.itiea- in 

devaloping mass-media, technical cooperation, sharing 

of information. links between professionals, etc. 

The call for introduc'tion of Development Press 

Bulletin Service, f-or increasing the wluma of infox-

mation exchange among and fmm the nonal.igned countries, 

as well as for impmving the speed of such tx-anaission, 

is a case in point. 
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India, f'or one, can help other developing 

countries a-inca it has acquired a significant degxee 

of sophistication in the communic ationa field. 

Co-operative ventuxe a of this aort aze the need o'f 

the hour. 

3. The fthetorisal Diraensionc Criticiama notwith-

standing. rhetoric has an important role to play in 

the establishment of NWICO. It ia unfortunate that 

the rhetoric of the developing nations has been 

stilled because of the agressiw postures and actions 

of the monopoly powers. Rhetoric however should not 

be given up - it helps create moral and intellectual 

pressure in favour of a demand. And if such rhetoric 

is backed with solid research and cogent logic and 

arguments, ths opponents ate fo read to acknowledge 

at least the truth of the argu•nt. for the developing 

nations rhetoric is an expression of their wretched 

exiatentia.l realities and therefore any a::Jftening on 

this score, can waaken their case. Besides, rhetoric 

need n-ot always lead to antagonian, it can also lead 

to modus vivendi, if the opponent is made to see the 

point and act accordingly. Every novel idee has to 
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pass through a difficult terrain. The developing 

countries fteed not despair - the cme-ti•e detractors 

of nonalignment, for instar;ee • now praise it as the 

most positive process of inte.rnat.ional aggregation. 

As the curtain is rung down, the massage appears 

clear. The existing information and communication 

arde~ needs to be dismantled. In its place, e democratic 

NWICD needs to be established. But me J.t!ll.Y carping 

and cavUling will not do. The time has coma for the 

developing nations to take concerted action and widen 

the base of' its supporters. Chesterton once spoke 

of 20 m.Ulion young wolll!n rising to their feet, crying 

that they would not be dicta ted to - and PMmptl.Y 

ta.lcing up the job of stenog rapbers. The developing 

countries cannot afford to emulate these young 

women. 

It is an open question whether the biblical 

prophecy of the meek inheriting the eaJ:th will ever 

come true. But in ouJ: own time their voice is baing 

heard. 



APPENDIX ... I 



223 

Appendix- I 

CHRONOLOGY OF' SELEf.JED EVENTS IN REGARD TO THE NEW 

WORLD INfORMATION AND COMMUNICATION ORDER 

IN VARIOUS INT£RNAT10 NAL rDRA 

1968 " - UNESCO sponsored internet ional symposium 

{i.jubljana, Yugoslavia). Imbalance in the 
f'low of information di scussad .,or the first 

time. 

19'9 - Meeting of UN Committe• on the Peaceful Uses 

of Outer Space (COPUOS) in which· the debate on 

direct broadcast satellites (DBS) began. 

- (June) UNESCO Meeting of Experts on Mesa 

Communieationa and Socia~ (Montreal, Canada). 

first study on the necessity of a "balanced• 

flow of infomation presented in the meeting. 

1970 - {September) 3rd NAM Summit (lusaka, Ztimbia). 

toncem expressed regarding the sovereign rights 

of nations over their natural z.oesource s. 

~ (October-November) 16th UNESCO General Confer
ence (Paris ,France). Delegates froar a number of 

. developing countries stressed on the need for a 

free, two-way flow of in'fo1'11lation. 
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1971 - Special World Administrative Radio Conference 
(WARC) on Space Coramunication. Definition of 

broadcasting satellite services established, 

allocation of suitable fraquancy bandsJ principle 

of equal rights in the frequency band f"or radio 

space communication services established. 

1972 -(July) UtfESCO meeting of experts on communi

cation poliCy and planning. Rejected in their 

final report "cultural. imperialism" and "new 

communications colonialism". 

- USSR introduced resolution in UN&A calling for 

elaboration of princ i.ples governing DBSJ resolu

tion approved 102a1 ,- UNGA called upon COPUOS to 

study and formulate principles to govarn DBS. 

- (Q-ctober-NovEQber) 17th UNESCO General Con
ference -(Paris). USSR called for declaration of 

principles to gowrn DBS. Conferanc e mandated the 

UNESCO Director-General to foxmulate •fundamental 

pr-inciples governing the use of mass media with 

• viaw to strengthen peace end understanding and 
combating war propaganda, meialia and ape~thaid" 

(referred to as "•ass nut die draft declaration"). 

1973 - (May) International Colloquiu• on the inter
national circulation of TV programmes, organised 

by the Finnish National UNESCO CQmmittee in 

co-o~ ration with UNESCO ( Tampaxe , Finland). 

Expressed concexn over the imbalance in the flow 

of TV prograrame-a. 
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- (September) 4th HAM Summit (Algiera,Algeria). 

f'irat zefe1"8nce to "...Social and cul turel 

imperialism• through cosamun:Lc ation. Called for 

action in the field of mass-communications. 

1974 - (May) UNGA Extraordinary Session. Adopted 

resolutions on the establishment of NIEO of' which 

new international information order should be an 

integral part. 

- (JIJly) UNESCO meeting of experts (Bogota, 

Colombia}. Measures aimed at regaining bel an ce 

in communication s.vstttma demanded. 

"' (October-Navember) 18th UNESCO General Con

fe:cence (Paz:is). fleso lution submitted for practical 

action to strength en and expand communication 

capabilities in the de-veloping countries to hal p 

correct imbalance a. •Mass media draft declara

tion" tabled for further consideration. 

- (Navambe r) Conference on communication policia a 

~~ the Caribbean (Kingston,Janaaice). 

- Special WARt on Maritima Servi C$ s. First

come/first-serve "principle given no pxecedence 

for the first time. 

1975 - (Januaryi TANJUG begins Non-Aligned News Agen-
c.ies Pool (NANAP) t:reuuJmission. 

- ·(June) UN£ SCO sponsored expert meeting on the 

davalopJ'l'IS.nt of information exchange in Latin 

America (Quito,Ecauador). Underlined the necessity 

of a balanced two-wey information flow and reco

mmended promotion of it by ate an s of bi-lateral 
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and multi-lateral agreements, to stimulate 

co-operation between the developing countrie a 

of Asia and Africa. 

- (August) 5th Conference of Foreign Ministers 

of Non-Aligned Nations (lima,Peru) , Recommended 

~ormation o~ a new international information 

order with the participation of the UN. Adopted 

resolution c·once rning NAJfA.P • 

- (March) RAM Symposium on Information (Tunis, 

Tunisia). Final report, entitled, "Emancipation 

of communication media in the non-aligned 

countries'' ~recommended se:P'\2'S'~ of •sa-sure s to 
develop telecommunications infrastruc tu xe and 

promote co-operation end exchange between non

aligned countries in all communication fields, 

in conformity with ef'forta to establish a new 

international in format ion order. 

- {April) Conference on imbalance in Asia {Kendy.

Sri Lanka). Concluded: "free flow• helps those 

with superior information syste lfta. 

- (May) I nte mat ional Seminar on the • role of 

inftU.'mation in the new internati.onal infomatian 

orderttt sponsoxed by the Latin American Institute 
for Transnational Studies (Il.Et) and the lleg 

Hammarskjold Foundation (Mexico city) • eall-ed 

for reformulation of t-ransnational information 

structu :re. 

- (July) UNISCD Meeting of lntar-Govemmentel 
. £xperts {Paris). •Mass media draft declaration 

•approved and Placed on agenda of 19th UNESCO 
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Gane.t:al Confe renee • 

• (July) UNESCO sponsored Inter-Governmental 

conference oR communications policies in latin 

America and the Caribbean (San Jose ,Costa Rica}. 

for the first time demand for e new internet ional 

information order voiced at an Ur£ SCD conference. 

Called f'or "balanced flow" and regional news 

agencies. 

- (July) RAM Pliniaterial Conference (New Delhi, 

India). Coardinatio n Committee formed to improve 

methods and communication f'a cil itie s of non

aligned nations. 

- (Juiy) 1st Session of NANAP Coordination 

Committee (NewDelhi). New Delhi Declaration adopted. 

Committee of experts formed to study telecommuni

cation facilities and the possibility of co-

op~ ration in the field of satellite and space 

communication. 

- ·(August) 5th NAM Summit {Colombo, Sri lanka). 

ieclaration of New Dalhi Ministed.al tonfexen ce 

endornd. fo%mal ratification of NANAP Constitu

tion. Decided to 'form NAM inter-gave rnme n tal 

.co-ttrdinating council for inf'orDIIat ion and a co

ordinat~ng committee for NANAP. Resolution adopted: 

called for a •new internet tonal inf'ormat ion order• 

as vital to •new internet ional economic order• •. 

. Tunis.ia delegated to pre pare NAM posi t:io n on the 

new international information order for the agenda 

of the 19th UNESCO General tonfe :renee • 
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- (Octobtu:-November) 19th UNESCO General 

Conference (Nairobi, Kenya). £alled for not only 

"f:ree• but alSO "balanced• flow of information. 

Asked UNESCO Director-Gene :rel to invite e team 

of consultants to undertake a study of communi
cation problems in mod ezn society. Support far 

assistance t:o NAflAP appro wed. Decision on •mass 

media draft declaration" deferred. 

1977 .., (January) 1st meeting of NANAP Co...ardinat:lng 

Committee (Caim,£gypt). UNESCO participated as 

an observer. 

""' ( feb.ruary ... March) 1st Session of Inter-Governmental 

Coordination Council for lnfoxmation and Communi
cation of Non-Aligned Countries (Tunis). Stressed 

on the necessity of l.Sduction of •imbalance" in 

the circulation of information. 

"!t (April) UNESCO International Colloquium of 
Journalists (F'lorence,Italy). Discussion on •tree 

and balanced exchange of infoxmation eJDong the 

advanced and developing c ou ntri as n. 

- (May) Meeting of International Committee of 

Exper-ts on Communication of Non-Aligned Countries 

(Baghdad.Iraq) • 

... (October) 1st Con-Fexence of Radio and Television 

Organisaticu~s of Non-Aligned Nations {Sarajevo~ 

Yugoslavia). Equal access and equal distribution 

of technology stressed as prerequisite for balanceJ 

flaw of in formation. 
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... (December) 1st meeting of Internet ional 

CoJJuaission 'for the Study of Communication Problema 

(Paris) • ·( t& mambar non-9)varnmental Commission 

headed by Sean MacBride). Purposa : to help 

resolve outstanding "infbrmation o xder• issues • 

... (April) Coordinating Committee meeting of NANAP 

(Jakarta,tndonaaia). Discussed regional distribu

tion centres, communication training pmgrammes 

and definition of f'UtWs 1D conf'ora to n• de of 

developing countries • 

.. (AprU) lleeting of lnta:r-Govemmental Conference 

for the Cordinati on of Inf'oraat ion of Non-Aligned 

Countries ( Havana,Cuba). Aim: to organise and 

disseminate NAM position on. the issue • 

..., (April) .Meeting of repmsentativee of major news 
.· 

agencies and their counterparts from the develop-

ing world (Stockholm,Sweden). Discussed inf~a

struetu:re of news auppl.Uu.-s. Conflict between 

concepts of •fras flow" of inf'ormation and national 

sovereignty. Meeting sponsored by UNE.SCO Interna

tional Commission for the Study of Communication 

Problems (MacBride Commission). 

- (October-November) 20th UNESCO General Conf'e:re

nce (Paris). Interim Report of the MacBride 

Commission submitted. Mass media daclaratio n 

adopted. UNESCO Commission on Cultuxe .,d Communi

cation adopted resolution enders.ing the effort• 

made by Director-General 'for the establishment 

of a new and balanced world inforiBat.iDn and 
communication order. 
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... (December) 33rd Session of UNGA adopted ze so

~ution on the new world information order. 

1979 ... (February) lnter-Governme ntal tonf"erence on 

Communieation Policies in Aeia end oceania 

{Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia). 

-(September) 6th lAM Summit (Havana,Cuba). 

Called fo~ the development of information
communication infrastructure;conaideJSd thia to 
be essential precondition 'For establishment of 

a naw information order and in setting up a 
nuJlti-dimenaional info.:tmation f~ow. 

- {September) International seminar of Journalists 
and Mass Media E•perts, organised by the USSR 

Commission for UNESCO md the Union of Joumaliste, 

Uzbekistan, in eollabaration with UNESCO 

( Tashkent.USSR). 

1980 - (April) 2nd tansul tative Meeting of Interna

tional and Regional Organisations of JDuDu!li sts, 

under UNESCO auspices (Mexico city). 

.. (April}. Inter-Govsrn ma ntal Confrlre nee for Co

operation on Activities, Needs and Pmgrammes 

for t:ammunicetion Development (Paris) • 

.. ·(June} 4th Meeting of lntar~Governmantal. 

Cooi:dination Coullc:il.-:!:for Info:rmetJDn of :Non

Aligned countries {Baghdad). 

- (July) Inter-Governmental Conf.erence on Communi

cation Policies in Af'rica ( Yaounds.c.meroon). 

Called for decolonization of info x:ma tion-
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communication structu1'8 s. 

- ( September-tlctobar) 21st UNESCO General 

Conference (Belgnde, Yugoslavia). Adopted 

MacBJ:>ida Conua.iesion Report. Passed resolution 

.,or attainment of NWICO and set up an Interna

tional Programma far the Development of 

Communication { JPDC). Resolution proposad 

constitution of 35 ~utter Inter ... Govemmental 

Council. 

1981 - (Ma.v)Meeting of the Inter-Governmental Council 
for Coordination of. Information and Mass Media 
{ Gao rge town , Guy ana ) • 

.. '(May) Confel8nca of media experts of mostly 

Western countrieS, entitla d, •VoicaA of freedom" 

.conference (Talloix:es. France). Asserted that 

press 'freedom was a •basit! human right" and 

declared their resolve to resist •any encroach

ment on it.• 

- (June) 1st Session e'f the lnter-liove.rnmental 

Council of IPDC held (.Paris) • 

1982 ... (Januar.v) 2nd Session of the Inter.,;;.Governmental 

Council. of IPDC held ( Acapulal .Mexico). 

- (NovembBr-»eceraber) 4th (xtraordinary Session 

of UNESCO•s General Conference (Paris). tonsi

.-._...d the draft aedium-tem plan far 1984 ... 89. 
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1983 - Year PJ:OClal.•ed as World C011municati.on,4 Tear 

by Urt&A. Aiuu development of communication\ 

int"~aatructuxea to inczease the scope and 

effectiveness of communicat:io ns a• a farce 'for 
economic, cultural and social development. 

- tlarch) Tth · NAN Summit (New Del hi). Rena wad 

demand for NWICO. Ca}.led fol! greeter ca~ration 

among. non-aligrwd countries in the fie ldL infor

mation and mass-media by strengthening and 

expanding the maSs-media end information infra

structure in developing countries • 

... (Qctober..oNovstnber) 22nd Session of UNESCO 

General Confamnce (Parie). Called 'for inter

dependence and international. co-operatic n. 

- (Deceabar} NAMfDIA; Media Conference of the 

Non-Ali~ad {Pia" Delhi). Called upon fellow 

prof'ttaai.onal.a to intensify efforts towards 

astablishment of an ecpitable world o zder of which 

Nl£0 end NWICO should be essential counterparts • 
. ' ' .. 

... (December) US notified UNESCO o~ ita intention 

to withdraw ttJ:Om the a rgenis atilln in Decem bar 

19 84.· failing zttfll rnlS. Complaint levelled 

· against UNISCO pmgrammes and policin • the 

•enage111ent of the Organisation by ita Dil:ttctor

General, loose budgataxy control and ovar
centralisition of decision making in the hands of 

the Director-General. 
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1984 - (J!nuary) ,NAM Infornation MiniSters• meeting ,._ 

(Jakarta). Renewed faith in NWICO and UNESCO 
and called for reduction of eommunicat:iDn 

tariffs. 

- (June) Meeting of UN Committee on Information 
(New York). Rare wed call for establiahment of 

NWICO. 

- (December) US withdrew fmm UNESCO. 

1985 - (October-November) 2lrd. Session of UNESCO 

General tonfe.tenee (Sofia-.Bulgaria). Dubbed 

as the "conference of consensus". Comm unic a

tion programme called for a period of stock

taking and practical act:.iDn to redxeas in 

aoae. measures the imbalances in this critical 

. 1986 

area. 

- ·(December) UK end Singapore withdrew from 

UNEStG 

,_ (January) 8th Session of Inter-Governmental 

Coordination Counci.I for Co-ope ration in 

Information between Non-Aligned countries (Dakar, 

5enegal). Called for the strengthening of" 
muiti-lateral and bi-lateral co-operation 

'~j.. 

between al~ kinds o'f commun:ic ation media of 
member OJuntrie s. 

- ( Ap.ril) A round-table of journelistil, 

researchers .and dec is ion-makers fro a 2 5 coun

tries (Copenhagen, Denmark). Sponsored by 
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UN and UNESCO. Streesad on the practical 
aspects of NWICO. 

- (June-July) Meeting of the UN Committee on 
Infoxmation. Adopted recommendation of G-77 
countries by 41 to 11 votes for the es'tablish

ment of NWICO. 

------------------------------
SQurcest 

· 1 Append.:i.x-1 in The United States and The Debate 
on the World •Information Order• (Study f'wndad 
by US .Inta.mational Communication Agency and 
tha f'ord Foundation) (Washington D.c.,l97B). 

2 Appandi•-1 in New World 'Information Order 1 

&n App;oach ·(New Delhis American Center Library, 
1983). ' 

3 

4 Personal notes. 



SELECT BIBliOGRAPHY 



I. 

235 

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY 

PRIMARY SOURCES 

'"· 3 

UN and UNESCO D&curaantst 

Constitution o.f the Uf!: SCO• 1&' Novnber 1945. 

UN Declaration of Human Righta, 10 Dacembe~ 1948. 

B•cords o'f the Gena ral Conference, Sixtaentl;] 
Session • Pa ria, 12 October to 14 Novam be r 
1970 ( vol, I, Rasolut ions) (Paris a UNESCO, 
1 '71) • 

Reco,da of the §enaral Conference, Eighteenth 
5eaaiTn, Paris, 17 October to 23 November 
1974 vol, I, Reaolut ions) '(Par.f.a a UNESCO 1 
1975). 

Racords of the li!ntral Co2ferenca, Nineteenth 
Sesliop, Naixcbi, 2 October to 3l November 
197 ( vol, I, Resolutions) (Paris 1 UNESCO, 
1977). 

Records of the General Confe:z:ance ,· T!!!ntieth 
Session, Paris, 24 October to 28 November 
1978 (vol,I, Resolutions) (Pariaa UNESCO, 
1979). 

Becorda o., the General Conference, J!lantx-first 
Session, Belgrade, 23 September to 28 October 
19BO (vol,I, Resolutions) ·(Pariss UNESCO, 
1980}. 

Records of the General Conference, Fou;th Extrn
ordinfr.Y Session • Paris, 23 November to 3 December 
19 82 vol, I, Resolutions) (Paris a UNESCO, 19 83), 



236 

Recorda of' the General Conference, Iwentx-third 
r;asion, Sofia, 8 October to 9 November 1985 
·val,I, Resolutions) ·(Pari•• UNESC0,1986). 

Dac.t,a;ation on founga• ntal. Prine iplae Concerning 
the Contribution of the "ass Media to S~rength
ening. Peace and International Understanding, 
ih• Pl:gmotion of ·Human Rights and to Countering 
BociaJ.i•· Apartheid T"d lncita!ent to War 
(Paritu UNESt0,1979) Mimeographed). 

Intergova.rnmentol. Conference on Comraunipation Policies 
in Lo,tin A•erica end the Caribbean, final Report, 
San Jose, Costa Rica, 12 to 21 July 1976 (Pari•• 
tJN£sco. 1976). 

Lumpur, 

Todav and T011orrow · 'being • final Report of 
the Internet ional Commission for the Study of 
Communication Probl•••) (New D•lhia Oxfol:d & 
tBH, 1982). 



237 

R Comntunic atio ( Paria a 
Series) • 

II. Non-Aligned Documents• 

NAJit!DIA, Madia Confaxencs of tha Non•AliqJWd, 
New Da~hi; 9 to 12 December 1983,. Final 
Reports end Docun.ntri (New Delhi;1984). 

S!!tiftar on lmnroving Neva Pool Performance, 
New Delhi; 25 to 27 April 1984, Repettta, 
Racom•endatione .nd Doct.nraents (consists other 
important docum•nts also), 

III. Other Documentaa 

U.S. Congress. Senate.; 95th Congress 1 Session, 
Subcommittee on Interna-tional Ope ration a of 
the Committee .on Foreign Relat~na, 
He rin s on Jnternationa Comm !cations d 
Info pat ion Washington,» .c.: Government Printing~ 
Office,. t977). 



u.s. 

Th• 

238 

Jgfgri!A1: ion O:rtier, Report of the Stu y funded 
by United States International C011munication 
Agency (Grant-in-Aid No,1069-B81S2;) and the 
Ford foundation (Grant no.785-0267) 
(Washington#» .t .: Academy for Educational 
Developmant.197B)~ 

6 fn• and Balanced Flew, Report of the Twentieth 
tantury fund Tas Force on the International 
Flow of News (Back~JrOUnd Paper by Colin Legum 
and John Cornwell)(Le•ington: Lexington Books, 
f97B~. 

N9rth Squth : A Ppgt:~ma for Survival (being the 
Repazd: of the Ii1 ependen t Commission on 
lnt•rnational Development Issues under the 
Chairmanship of Willy Brandt) {London: Pan 
Booke.1980). 

. - . 

1 Coa ration for 

Voicea of f'.raedom Confare nee, Tel~airea (France}, 
tS to 17 May 1981, Declfrft$ion of !olloires 
tn JovxTul.\ o 'f Communicat on (,Philadelphia ,PA) 
vol.lt, no.,·4, Autumn 19B1,pp. 113-15, 

lamorogdvm l!etal:Bd b_v Wilftiam G. Hod•.Y.• Communi ... 
.cations · onsultant, !rDipartmant of State, 

· 9 february 1984 "(updated in April 1984), 
~ef'lsct.i.ng the views of the Stata Department 
on what the US Government is thinking and 
doing abou~ UNESCO, in Jourml of fommunicotion, 
vol.34.- no. 4, Autumn 1984.- pp, 89-9 • 



239 

United tf. ommiasion for U S 0. 

I. Booksa 

at· are the issUtls ·concerning the eciaicn 
of tha United State• to withdraw fro• UNESCO?" 
1 An Advisory· forum eata.bl.ishad by Congrea', 
vida Public l~w 565,. 1946), 1984. 

SECONDARY SOURCES 

Abel, Elie, ~., Wha,•e Naww: Th! Media in American 
Society (California: In.stitute for Contemporary 
Studies, 19 81). 

. . . 

Agee, Wax-ran ,-K., et.al., · IntX'Od;ction to Mass 
Communications (New Yorka Harper & Row,1982). 

. . 

Alavi. Hantza and Shanin, Teador, ella., Introduction 
t.o 1;ha Sociology of' •Daveloping Societies" 
(London 1 · Mac.millan , 19 82 ). 
. . .. 

!ajpld., U.s-., .!!!.'•,' -Ron.-Al!gnuent 1 Perspectives tnd 
.Prose.a-cts (Na.w Delhi: lancers.-1983}. 

Bagdikian, Ban, R. • :the Hsd\a Monopol,y (Boston 1 

. · . Beacon -~ra·ss, _1_983). ·· . · 

Bandyopadhyaya, Jayantuja-1· North Over South t A Non
Westefn Perapectiva of Intarnati on Bo1etiona 
(New Delhi: South Asian Publishers,19 84). . . . 

Societ 

Brzezinski, Zbigniew. htween · Tw& Agas1. Aaeriea ·'• Rol! 
in the TechnetroniC £ra lNew York: The Viking 
Press.191o). 

Bulatovic, Vladialava, Non-Alignment and Information 
· (Beograd• Federal Cammittee f'or Initirmation, 
1978). . 

Bures, 9ldrich, !.!!•.• Cuz.rent V.illwa an the World 
lnfor~aatioh Order (P--rague t International Organi
sation of Joumalistt,1977). 



240 

!.!!!, •• 

Choasky,Noam and Herman,£dward,S,, Th! W{shing~on 
. t;onnection and !hird World fascia'!. Tha . 

P·olitical Econ01ty o¥ Humll'l Rights,vel.l) 
·(Nottingham& Spokes1118n ,1979) ~ 

Ceoper,Kant, J•.rriars Down t The Sto;y of the ft!w! 
·agency ~poch (New York: Farrar and Ria.ltart,. 
1nc., 1 42). 

Corea, Gaaani, Need fbr Chtna• t Toward-s the New 
_l,telnational Economic Order· (Oxford·a ·Pergaman, 
1 8Q • 

trundan, Robert, M., !!!• • Iraffi; of Ideas Between 
ln-dir. one A•arica (Delhi r Chanakya Publications, 
1985 • 

D•xter, lewis Anthony and White, David ·Manning, !!J!!,., 
People, .Society tf!d 22•a Communications (Londona 
Collier Mac•illan 1 19 ), 

Fanon,Frantz, Ihlt Wretched of ;the forth, trans. by 
Constance Farring.ton l Harmondswor:th: Penguin, 
1985). 

frank, A.G., 'opitaliam end Uqde%develo~ant ~ latin 
. r•rica t Historical ·Studies of Ch let a Brazil 

N•w York.: Modem Reader Paperbacks, 1967). 

Freire, Paulo, P!daqogy af the Dppre,sed, trans. by 
Myra Bergman Ra1110a· ·( Hanlend awor ttn Pan gui n , 
1973}. 



241 

George, Susan, How the Other H 
Reasons tor World Hunger, 
Penguin,1978). 

Gerbner, Geo~ge-, S•, Moss Media Policies in 
Changfga CuAtures (New Yorkt John Wiley & Sona, 
1977). 

Goonafilaka, Sueantha, Cri::led Minds r An Exploeation 
tnta f;olonial Cuitura (New Dalhit Vikas,19B2}. 

- . . . 

Gurevitch,Michasl, at.al., edt,, &ultura Society and 
the Media (londont Methuen,1983). · · 

Katz,-Elihu enc:l Wedell, George, BrtHgdcfsting in the 
__ Ihird World (lc~dot'U Macmillan, 978). 

Khen,Rasheaduddin,. !.4,. • Pe;spacti\Sa on Non= 
Al~gnment _ (lew D~lhit Kalatakar ,1981). 

Lasswell, Harold, D., et.al., Propagard a and CoDimuni
cat.ion in WorJ.d His to EX ( vol. III, A Pluralizing 
world in formation) (Honolulu: The University 
Press of Hawaii, 1980)~ · 

lowery, Sha.fron and Fleur ,Melvin L. De, MilestoJ!! a 
in Mass. Comm.,unication R'seg:rch J Kadio Effect! 
I New York z Longman, 19 83 • . . ~ . 

Machlup, fritz, nc~l~d. e 

University 
. ' . . ~ . 

Mankekar, D-.R., gne-war fr!e f,l;ow t N•o-soloniatism 
'via News Madia {Delhi: Clarion Books.t978 .. 

' ' 

Martin,. l. John and Chaudhs~ ,Anju Grover, !.!!§.., 
J:omeyrative Mass Media System.a (New York t Longman, 
f983 • 



242 

McLuhan., Ma:nhall, ygde;atandj.ng Media. (London; 
Sphe rs looks, 19&4 ) • · 

l!fld Fio11t, Quentin I Ih! Medium 
ip the Massage (Hamondsworth: Panguin,1967). 

Misra, K.P •• ad., Ngn-6J&ignrl!!nt I Freftiero and 
Dxnatics _(New Delhiz Vikaa, 1 9 . ) • 

Oaolnik, Bogd.n, !h! Mew International ln1Dr•ot ion 
and Coamvnication Order (Beograd.: Jugoslovenaka 
Stvarnost ~ Medjunarodna Politika,19BO). 

Packerd, Vance• m Hiddsn Perauac1ars (Hermondawarthz 
_Penguin,~198 ) • · 

Payer,Cbaryal, Debt Trap ; The IMf and tb• Third 
. World {~~w· York: Mont~ly Review P:reas,1974). 

Pya,Lucisn, W., ed., tpamunicatians and Pglitical 
Davelopl!ent-rNew Jerseys Princeton Universit)' 
Pre sa, 19 63). 

Redica,H., !.9,., 
l!!p&rialiSm Penguin ,1975 • 

Rhodes, Robart 1 •• U•• lmeeria:LJ.sm fld Undar
dava1epmant j A Re,dar (New York 1 Month~ 
Review 'Press, 1970 • 

- - ' ' 

Saini, M .K • , !Jt. , aeects on Non-Aligri m n t 
(New Delhit Kala11kar, 19BD) • 

--~~-----' fo!itics of ftul:!;lnationwla t A 
Pa:tt•r_ n ·in Neo-Colanialisa,Naw Delhi a 
Gitanjali, 1 f&1l. 

---~~~-' lJation-Buildim:a, MediA & TNCs 
(Delhi• J:ndian .Institute: of Research on 
Transnational torporat.ions, 1984}. 

S~hil.tle~, Harbert, I., •Whose New International -
Economic and. Infort~ation Order,•, in, 
Ngo Manh-lan, !!!.• , Unrea1 G11twth 1 trit ical 
Studies in Asian Developmen:t (val.I), 
tDelhia Hindustan,19B4}, pp.79-95. 



243 

Schwartz, Tony, Media ~ efha Second God 
RandoM House, 1 ) • · 

·( New York : 

Shanker, v. Gaur!-, Tgming the Giants t Trans
lational Comorationa (New Delhi& Bela Nair, 

980). 

1 How 
001 

------- ·' Goad by §utenberg 1 The Newapap a; 
Ravolytion qf the 1980s (Ox~ordt Oxford 
University. Pr~ sa, 19 80 j. 
. ' 

Books, 

, Cqam unic atio n, Growth 111 d Public 
Policv t" Tha Indian Exeeri ence (New Delhi a 
Breakthrough Publications, 19 83) • 

, Coamun.ication and VaJ.t.tll! (Bombay: 
Somaiya Publications, 19 85). 

Economic 
Unwin, 1982). 

Stern, Barrie, T •• !.£., Jnformat,ion and Innovation 
(Contemporary Topics in Information Transfer 
vol.l) (Amsterdamt North Holland, 1982). 

Tyson, James, L., 
god National 

Ward, Barbara, at.al • ., eda. ,, The Widen inq Gap ! 
Develoeaen1; in the 1 f1Da (New York a Columbi• 
University Press, 19 1). 



244 

Webster, f'ran·k and Robins • Kevin, "Information 
Technology a Futurism, Corporations and the 
State", in Ralph Miliband and John Saville, 
!.!l!,. , The Sqc iali st Reg :is ter 19 8 1 ( London : 
The Merlin Press, 1981). 

Willeta,Peter, 
of a Third 
1978) .. 

Williams, frederick, The Communications Revolu
tion (California: Saga Publications, 1982)• 

Williams, Rapond ,_ Jommunicationa (Hamondaworths 
Penguin, t982 • 

)forl.d £01tmunicati,ons (a 200 country survey of press, 
radio, tel.avision· antl film} (Pazisa UNESCO, 
1975). -

Yadava,.Jaswant, S., !.£. ,_ Politics o 'f fiawa 1 '[hir.d 
WOX'ld Pa;aeectiye (New Del.hia Concept, 198'} 

Aggarwala, Nerinder, K., "What i a Davalopmen t 
News?•, JgUrnill of Commun.:f.c at ion {Philadelphia, 
P.A .}, vol.29, no.2, Spring 1979, pp.1 80-81. 

Ali, Shauqat; •Parameters of New World Information 
Order•, Mtinstreaa (lew Delhi), val.XVII, 
no.35, 2B April. 1979, pp. 8-9 1 34. 

Argumado, Alcira, "Th• New World lnformet ion Order 
and International Power", Journf. of Inter
national Af~aira (New York,N.Y.~ val.JS,' 
no.2, fall/Winter 1981/82, pp.179-BB. 

Aaant,, "olafi Kate and Kim, Kyang Liang, •Realizing 
a rno I A-lternetiw StrategiB a• t Journal of 
Communigation, vol.34, no.4, Autumn 19B4,pp.143-
47. 



245 

Bajra~Ismail, "Th• Non-Aligned and the New Int-r
national lnfol"mation System•, Rev.il!w of 
International Affaira (Be1grade) ,-·vol.XXX, 

.no.7DO, 5 June. 1979, pp.J-6. 

Bartolovie ,Dragan, "Tha Contemporary World, 
Underdeveloped Countries end COD!munication s 
In favour of • NllO", trans., by s. Nincic, 
Social{s t Thought and Practi ca (Beograd) 
vol.XIX, no.l, March 1979, pp.51-66. 

Bha~:gava, &.s.,. "Prejudices Die ftard", World focys 
(New DelhJ.), 25, · vol.l, no~1, January 1982, 
pp.13~11i. 

Bhattacharya, J .lC. 1 "lPDt and Naw Warl d ln'formation 
·order•, Meinstreant vol.XXI I, no.1 5, 
10 Dtlcamber 19 83, pp.26-29, 50. 

Bf.dwaL,Praful, "MurdeJ:ere by ~nether name", 
" ·sunday Review, J:gaa ·of Indio (New Delhi) 

2BJuly19fJ5. 

Boyd-Barrett, J. Oliver, "Western Newa Agencies 
and the 'Madia htpari.alism ' Debate a What 
Kind :of Data· Base?" 1. Joumal o'f International 
Af'faii£s, vol.35, no.2, Fall/Winter i981/2, 
pp.247-60. 

Chakravartty, Jfikhil., "Imperialism Die a Herd", · 
World focus, 56, ..-1..5, nc.B, Augu.st 1984, 
pp.3-g. .. 

Chaddha.ri, Krishna Kanjilal, "Comnrunication
Inibraation Revolution- I, II, lii : Medal 
for India and Third World", r~ainstream, 
vol.XXIII, nos.B,9,1D•t1, 20 October 1984, 
27 &ctober 19B4; 3 to to November 1984, pp.23-
2B,21-27, 15-22. 



246 

Chawla. N .L ., "An Ove rviaw", World Focus ,2 5, 
val. 3, no.1 , January 1982, pp.J-6. 

, "The Media : An Insidious Tool•, 
World focus,56, vol.S, no.8,.August 1986, 
pp.25-27. 

'·· 

, "What's up in BBC?•, ~ginstream, 
vol.XXIII, no.14, 1 Decsmber 1984, pp.l,34. 

, •rarrorism, Violence end Media",· 
Mainstream, vol.XXIII, no.47, 20 July 1985, 
PP• 7, 34. 

Diene, Doudou, "UNESCO and Communications in the 
Modem World", Journal of International A'ff'airs, 
val.l~S, no.2, Fall/Winter 1981/2, pp.217-24. 

Due,Don R. Le., •East-West News Flow 'Imbalance': 
Qualifying the Quantifications", Journal o~ 
J;ommunication, vo 1.29, no. 3, Summar 1979, 
pp.135-41. 

Gauhar, Altaf', "Third World a An Alternative Press", 
Joyr?ol of Ifter.national Affaire, vol.35, no.2, 
fall Winter ·981/2, pp.165-77. 

Golyakov, s., •crooked Mirmr of International 
Imperialism•, rfew Times (Moscow), •o.43, 
October 1978, pp.20-23. 

Goaling, William, ""Info zmation Tech no logy's Seven 
·League Boots•,. Thtt Politic,al Quarterly 
(london), vol.S4, no.2, April-June 1983, 
pp.120-26. 

ffaaalirtk,Ceas, J., "Informatics t Third World Call 
~or Naw Order", Journal o~ Comfunication, 
vol.29, no.3, Summer 1979, pp. 44-48. 

Harley, William, G.,. "The US Stake in the IPDC", 
~ournal. of' Communication,· vol.29, no.3, 
Summar 1979, pp.tso ... s8. 



247 

Hocking, BriEf't, •words end Daeds r Why America 
left UN£Sto•, The World Today (Landon) 
val.41, na,4, April 1985, pp.75-78, 

J :rani, C • R. , "A Cri tiqua 1 UNESCO Meddling" , 
.,Wa;ld F"ocus, 25, vol,3, no,1, January 19 82, 
!ipp. 2 8 ... 30 • 

Jain, N.¥., "Non-Aligned Press Aganciea Pool 1 
A Step Towards a New International Infozmatian 
Orde~, Review of International Affairs, 
vol,XXIX, no,673, 20 April 1978 1 pp.17-20. 

Janus, Noreen• and Ronceglialo~Rafael, "Advertising, 
Mass Media end Dependency" Development 
Dialogu• (Uppeala), na.1, 1979, pp,81-97. 

Jordan. Robert, s. • "Boycott Diplomacy : The US, 
the UN, and UN£SC0°, Public Adain:istratioo 
Review (N.w., Washington,n.c.), val,44, no,4, 
July/August·1984, pp~283-J1. 

Kaul I T .N. I •us Threat to Quit UNE sco•, Mains treara. 
vol,XX%1, no,26, 25 February 1984, pp,T-8,32. 

Khan, Rasheaduddin, "Non-Alignment·: leading The 
Struggle", World Focua 56, vol,S, no.a, 
August 19 84, pp,14-17. 

Mankekar, D .R. 1 "Third World Role ; Decolonieation 
of Information~,·world focys,25, vol,3, no,1, 
January 1982, pp,9-12. . . 

, "India and Third World•, 
Miinstreallil, vol,XXII, no.15, 10 December 1983, 
pp. 19.;.22, so. 

. . . 

Marta lane, Tomo, · "A Global Communications Order?•, 
Review of International A.,fairs, vol,XXIX, 
no,684, 5 October 1978, pp.12-14, 

Masmoudi, Mustapha, "The Ne\., World Information and 
Communication Order", Iha Non-Aligned World 
(New Delhi) 1 val, II, no,1 1 January-March,1984, 
pp.111-24. 



248 

Matta, fernando Reyes, "The Inf'ozmation Bedazzlement 
of latin America 1 A Study of World News in 
the Region", Development Dialogue, no.2, 1976, 
pp.29-42. 

Mehan, Joseph, A., •uNESCO and the US a Action and 
Reaction• 1 Journ31 o'f Communication, vol.29, 
no.l, Summer 197 , pp.159-63. 

Mitchell,Jeramy, "The Information Society : Private 
Monopolies and the Consumer Interest•, 
The Pqliticalfllarttlrl v, val. 54, nct.2, April
June 19 83' pp .1 o ... 67. 

Nordenatreng, Kaarle, "BehitY:I the Semantics 1 A 
Strategic Design", Jcuryl o 'f Comm unic at ion, 
vol.29, no.2, Spritg 1979, pp.19 5-98. · 

Nar~in, Marc, "The United Stata s Sanctions Against 
UNESCO and the Three Vatoe s 1 t s a Democratic 
United Nations System Possible?•, Devalapmen t 
Dialogue, no.2, 1976, pp.79-94. 

Oledzki, .Jerxy, •Polish Perspecti\lf!S on the New 
Information Order•, Joumal of Intemst ionol 
A.,fairs, vol.35, no.2, fatl/Wintar, 19 81/2, 
pp.155-64. 

Osclnik, Bogdan, "The Objectives and Principles 
of a New Internet ional Order in the Field of 
Information•., Review of Internet ional Affairs, 
vol.XXX, no.711, 20 November 1979, pp.13-14. 

Parasher, S.c., "New World In-formation Order•, 
India Quarterlx ('-Jew Delhi), vol.XXXIX • no.2, 
April-June 19 83, pp.173-82 '"-· · 

Pavlic, Breda, "UNESCO Mass Media Declaration and 
Disarmament•, Develonen t and Pegce (Budapest), 
vol.S, no.2, Autumn 84, pp.1 61-73. 

Pool, Ithiel de Sola, urhe Culture of Electronic 
Print•, Daadal.ua (Massachuaatts) 9 vol.111, 
no. 4 , f'all 19 82 , pp • 17-31 • 



249 

Porat, ·Marc Uri, "Global Implications of the 
Information Society•, Journal-of Communication 
vol.2B, no.1, Winter 1978, pp.70-BO. 

Raghavan, A •• "hlation with NIEO ' Siamese Twins", 
World focus,2S, vol.3, no.1; January 1982, 
pp.23-26. 

Raghavan, c., •A New World Cammunic ational Infor
Mation Structure", Daveloe••nt Dialogue, 
no.2• 1976, pp.43-SO. 

, "The Right to Communicate", 
Seminar (New Delhi), no.236, April 1979, pp.28-
3B. 

, "Reflections on Namadia", Hainstream, 
vol.XXII, no.24 1 11 February 1984, pp.15-19. 

Ramachandran, C.P., "Socialist World. a Unstinting 
Support", ~rld Focus, 25, vol.3, no.1 1 
January 1982, pp.18-20. 

Raza, Hoonis. "UNESCO and the New Barbarians•, 
Peace and So!idaritv ·(New Delhi), vol.15, 
no.11, November 1984, pp.11 ... 15, 35. 

Righter, Roaamary, "Battle of the Bias•, Foreign 
Policz (N.W~ Washington D.C.) no.34, 
Spring 1979, pp.121-3B. 

, "Newsfltlllf Internet ional", 
!he Political. tJuarterly' vol. so, no.3, 
July-September 1979. pp.302-15. 

Rogers, Everett, M., "The Rise and rall of the 
Dominant Paradigm", Journal of Communication, 
vol.2B,. no.1, _Winter 197a, pp.64-69. 

Sadananda, R. • "Chips, Computers and Information 
Technology a National and International 
Implications", Link (New Delhi), 2 6 January 
1984, pp.122-24. 



250 

Sainath, P., •The Eight Fleet 1 Transnational Madia 
in and on the Developing Nations•, Peace and 
Solidarity, vol.151 no.11, November 1984, 
pp.16-22, 23. . 

Sa11tarajiwa, Rohan, lfTha History of the New Informa
tion Order", .:Jou:rna1 of Communication, vol.34, 
no,4, Autumn 19 84, pp,11 0-13. 

---~"""'~'-""-'!"-~· "Third World Entry to News 
Market s Problems and Possible Solutions", 
fllainatzoeaa, vol.XXIII., no,28, 9 March 1985, 
pp.35-44. 

Schwartz,John, •The New World Information Order?" 
Texas Inte rnetional• Law Joumal ( Taxaw.), 
vol.18, no,3, Summer 1983, pp,573-95~ · 

S.haplay,Deborah, •rtt. Media and National Security", 
P,aedgl,Y§, vol,11t, no.4, fall 1982, pp.199-209, 

Silva,fred&a, •The Language of tha Oracle 1 English 
as .J Vehicle of' Dependence•, Development 

· Dialoaua, no,2, 1976, pp.SS-62. 

Smith, Anthony, "lnfox.mation Technology a1d the 
Myth of Abundance", Daeda!u~, vol,111, no,4, 
Fall 1982, pp,1-16 • 

._ "Telecommunications end the rading 
----a~f'~t':""h-e"""':'"lndust rial Age • • The Political 

. Quar4ar1Y• vol,54,.no.2, April-June 1983, 
pp.127-35. 

Smith,Anthony, E., nThe Info:.:mstion Revolution of 
the t990s•, !he Polit:(ca). QuarterlY, vol. 54, 
no.2, April:..June 19 63, pp.1 87-91. 

Somavia,Juan, "The Transnational Power Structul:ll and 
International Information : Elements of a 
Third Worl.d' Policy ibr Tran a national News 
Agencies", Development Dialogue, no.2, 1976, 
pp.15-28. 



251 

Samavi.a,.Juan, •International Cammunic ations end 
Third World Participation•, Development 
Dialogue, no.2, 1977, pp.tlB-44. 

Sussman ,Leonard, R., • Tha 'March ' Through the Wor 1 d 1 s 
Mass Media•, Orbia (Philadelphia,P.A.), 
Winter 197.9, pp.857~79. 

, •Independent News Media 1 The 
People's Press Cannot be Run by Government•, 
Jour.•l of Internation'~ Af'fairs, vol •. Js, 
no. , fall/Winter 1981 , PP•199-216. 

Titus, w.s., •ot Pearls and Peanyts", Eastern 
Economist (New Delhi}, vol.73, no.1, 
6 July 1~i79, Pe19 • 

"Towards an ln'foraation Society•, Easter,n Economist, 
vol.73, no.1. 6 July 1979, pp.1&-21. 

Unnikrishnan, ?•, "'News Pool : Competi tian Not the 
AiM", World Focus,25, vol.3, no.1, .January 
1982, pp.21-22. 

, "New:,_. World Inform at ion &. Communi
cation O.zden:-•, M•in!:tream, wl.XXII, no.1 5, 
10 December 1983, pp;14-1 a. 

"US and UNESCO : The Other Motive", Mainstream, 
vol.XXlt, no.24, 11 february 1984, p.s. 

Varia, Tapia, "Aspects of' tha Impact of Transnational 
Corporatic:u-• on Communication•, lnttu.netional 
Saeial Scienca Journal EParis)~ vol.XXVIII, 
no.4, 1976, pp. 808-30. 

------~----· •The International Flow of Television 
Programmes•, Jgurnal of Communication, va1.34, 
no.1, Winter 1984, pp.143-52. 

Varghsse, B.G., •MacBride Commission l Correcting 
· htbalances", WorJ:d focys, 25, vol.3, no.1, 

January 198.2, pp.7-B., 



252 

Vinogradov, V•A., et.al., "Towards an International 
Information System", international Social 
Science Journal, vol.~XXIii, no.1, 1981, 
pp.10-49. 

Wigand,Rolf, T., et.al., "Transborder Data Flow; 
Informatics and National Policiestt, Joyrnal 
of· J:ommunic atioa, va 1.34, no.1 , Winter 1 9 84, 
pp.1 53-76. 

Yu, Frede rick , T .c • , "The I nterna t ianal News Flow 
Pmblem - What cen Ba Dona About It?", 
Journal of International Affairs, vol.35,no.2, 
fall/Winter 1981/2, pp.189-97. 

IIli DissertationA: 

· · Rethi, Kenheiya l.al/i Le a P blems of' e New 
1nternattonM~"lnf'orraa tion Order M .Phil. 
Dissertation, Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
School of International Studies, Nsw Delhi, 
1980). . 

Vijaya lakahJDi, K .P., The United Stafe' and the New 
lnf'ormgtion Order : 1;9&7-1979 M.Phil. Disserta
tion; . Jawaharlal Nehru University, School of 
International Studi• s, New Delhi,19 81 ) • 

Vishven,Vinod VBhari Singh, Non-Alignment and the 
H.•w! &genciaa Pool (M .Phil. Dissertation, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, School' o~ 
Intematio~al Studi.es, New Delhi, 1982 ).-

lV. Dictionaries, Yearbooks, Souvenira.a 

Wetson,James and Hill,Anne, A D~ctionfly of 
Communicgtion and Media Studies Londona 
Edward Arnold, 1984). 

Communication Yearf?ogk 6, ed., Michael Burgoon 
(BeverlN Hills, Calif'ornia: Sage Publications, 
1982). . . . . . 



253 

Communication Yeerbook.z, !.!:!,., Robert N.Bastrom 
{Beverly Hills, California: Sage Publications, 
1983). 

Communication· Yearbook B, !.!'!·,. Robert N .Bostrom 
·(Beverly ·Hills,· California: Sage Publications, 
19 84). 

Communication Yearbook 9, ~., Margaret L. 
Mclaughlin (Beverly Hills, California: Sage 
Publications, 1986). 

V. Periodi:cals and Newspapers: 

Editorials on tile (New York, N.Y.). 

tg'?ts on f"it.e (New York, N.Y.). 

Vital Speeches of the Day (Southold,N.Y.). 

Newsweek (New York, N.Y.). 

Time (Chicago, Ill). 

Hindustan times (New Delhi). . . 

·xwu.an Express (New Delhi). 

InterfY!!tional HeraJ.d Tribune (Paris). 

Patriot (New Delhi). 

The §tatesman (New Delhi). 

limes of India (New Delhi). 


	TH21220001
	TH21220002
	TH21220003
	TH21220004
	TH21220005
	TH21220006
	TH21220007
	TH21220008
	TH21220009
	TH21220010
	TH21220011
	TH21220012
	TH21220013
	TH21220014
	TH21220015
	TH21220016
	TH21220017
	TH21220018
	TH21220019
	TH21220020
	TH21220021
	TH21220022
	TH21220023
	TH21220024
	TH21220025
	TH21220026
	TH21220027
	TH21220028
	TH21220029
	TH21220030
	TH21220031
	TH21220032
	TH21220033
	TH21220034
	TH21220035
	TH21220036
	TH21220037
	TH21220038
	TH21220039
	TH21220040
	TH21220041
	TH21220042
	TH21220043
	TH21220044
	TH21220045
	TH21220046
	TH21220047
	TH21220048
	TH21220049
	TH21220050
	TH21220051
	TH21220052
	TH21220053
	TH21220054
	TH21220055
	TH21220056
	TH21220057
	TH21220058
	TH21220059
	TH21220060
	TH21220061
	TH21220062
	TH21220063
	TH21220064
	TH21220065
	TH21220066
	TH21220067
	TH21220068
	TH21220069
	TH21220070
	TH21220071
	TH21220072
	TH21220073
	TH21220074
	TH21220075
	TH21220076
	TH21220077
	TH21220078
	TH21220079
	TH21220080
	TH21220081
	TH21220082
	TH21220083
	TH21220084
	TH21220085
	TH21220086
	TH21220087
	TH21220088
	TH21220089
	TH21220090
	TH21220091
	TH21220092
	TH21220093
	TH21220094
	TH21220095
	TH21220096
	TH21220097
	TH21220098
	TH21220099
	TH21220100
	TH21220101
	TH21220102
	TH21220103
	TH21220104
	TH21220105
	TH21220106
	TH21220107
	TH21220108
	TH21220109
	TH21220110
	TH21220111
	TH21220112
	TH21220113
	TH21220114
	TH21220115
	TH21220116
	TH21220117
	TH21220118
	TH21220119
	TH21220120
	TH21220121
	TH21220122
	TH21220123
	TH21220124
	TH21220125
	TH21220126
	TH21220127
	TH21220128
	TH21220129
	TH21220130
	TH21220131
	TH21220132
	TH21220133
	TH21220134
	TH21220135
	TH21220136
	TH21220137
	TH21220138
	TH21220139
	TH21220140
	TH21220141
	TH21220142
	TH21220143
	TH21220144
	TH21220145
	TH21220146
	TH21220147
	TH21220148
	TH21220149
	TH21220150
	TH21220151
	TH21220152
	TH21220153
	TH21220154
	TH21220155
	TH21220156
	TH21220157
	TH21220158
	TH21220159
	TH21220160
	TH21220161
	TH21220162
	TH21220163
	TH21220164
	TH21220165
	TH21220166
	TH21220167
	TH21220168
	TH21220169
	TH21220170
	TH21220171
	TH21220172
	TH21220173
	TH21220174
	TH21220175
	TH21220176
	TH21220177
	TH21220178
	TH21220179
	TH21220180
	TH21220181
	TH21220182
	TH21220183
	TH21220184
	TH21220185
	TH21220186
	TH21220187
	TH21220188
	TH21220189
	TH21220190
	TH21220191
	TH21220192
	TH21220193
	TH21220194
	TH21220195
	TH21220196
	TH21220197
	TH21220198
	TH21220199
	TH21220200
	TH21220201
	TH21220202
	TH21220203
	TH21220204
	TH21220205
	TH21220206
	TH21220207
	TH21220208
	TH21220209
	TH21220210
	TH21220211
	TH21220212
	TH21220213
	TH21220214
	TH21220215
	TH21220216
	TH21220217
	TH21220218
	TH21220219
	TH21220220
	TH21220221
	TH21220222
	TH21220223
	TH21220224
	TH21220225
	TH21220226
	TH21220227
	TH21220228
	TH21220229
	TH21220230
	TH21220231
	TH21220232
	TH21220233
	TH21220234
	TH21220235
	TH21220236
	TH21220237
	TH21220238
	TH21220239
	TH21220240
	TH21220241
	TH21220242
	TH21220243
	TH21220244
	TH21220245
	TH21220246
	TH21220247
	TH21220248
	TH21220249
	TH21220250
	TH21220251
	TH21220252
	TH21220253
	TH21220254
	TH21220255
	TH21220256
	TH21220257
	TH21220258
	TH21220259
	TH21220260
	TH21220261
	TH21220262
	TH21220263
	TH21220264
	TH21220265
	TH21220266
	TH21220267
	TH21220268

