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INTRODUCTION
4

‘The pericd following the downfall of the Guptss was
éharacterised’es the ‘dark peried’ by the,coﬁventiongl
historians on sccount of the ‘asbsence’ of large territorial
empires, Of lé§e this has drawn the attentlon of various ’
scholars who ha?e presented g good volume of many enlightening
'wbrks dealing with the sdcioéeccnmm;c and 9011&&081 G¢n&it10BS.
of the time., Apart from the variations in their theoretical
) appProach in charscterising this period on various models,»
what comes out unanimously £rom their Qtuaies is theiﬁact‘
that the early medieval period wes the crucible.ofhmany

;-

significaht atructursl changes in the realm of socioty and
palityn | B 3
' The significance of thg'early medieval period (2D 700~
1250) liga in the fact that it marked a departure from t&ex
eaéiiéanﬁcioeecbﬁomic setup., It will be our endesvour to |
examine these changes which is seen as representing a
distinct 89¢1eaeconomié iofmatian charascterised as Indian
feudalism in the context of the social ‘and political
s%ruéguré gf_éhe middle~Gangetic basin duriﬁg the period

under review,

Chapter I deals with the physical setting of the region.
' The topographic variations, the river systems, the fertility
- of éci;. the irrigational facilitles snd their éumulative‘

effect on the ccurse of history have been exanineds



Chapter‘xz deals with the sbéial'structure of the middle
| Gangetic basin as inferred from various inscriptions and |
»  litérary sources. The chapter describes various castes,
 their traditional cécupations as enunciated in the earliat
satra and Sm;ti texts and the changes occﬁrring 1ﬁ theii
occupations and maiﬁi@ns in the caste hierarchy aﬁring '
 this period. The chapter seeks ¢0 describe the proliferation,

chenging position and role of different castes in the'sccietya

Chapter -II: is aﬁ attempt to analyse the politicel

- structure in the light of the recent theories pu£ forward

to charscterise the early‘medievai'polity. It alao aéals

with the general administration of the period and various

grades of officials and the position of the sémant - as in

the light of the land-grants of the region under review,

1

As ¢ompared with the ecarlier periods 6f Indian history,
the peribd under review 1s rich in socurce materiel, both
literary and epigraphic. No doubt we do not have a work
like ‘Arthadgstra of Kautilya but specialised works on
several gspaéts of economic and political life are not

wanting.

Of literary sources the Purfnas, the Kévyas, the
dramas, the short stories, the smrtis and thelr commentaries,
the smgti_digesﬁs. anthalogies and works on gramnar, |

philosophy, technology,information on the lend system and



palit;cal structure of our area and period. The commentery
by vedhatithi on the Manusmrii is an importent source for

our period, as Hedhatithi refers to the practices of his

times,

The thgg Kalpataru of Lokemidhara (12th century), the
Minister of Géha@avéla King is in the form of a digest, which

‘sheﬁs importsnt light on the various aspects of the period,
Among the Yuriinic studies, two Purinas ~ the Agni Qgréga of
early medicval period, the Kalikdpurana (1050 #D) and the
Brhenndradiys Purdna hold importance. The Krsivrdsera is

a book on agriculture. The Rimacerita of Sandhya Karanewdin

tells about Rama Pala of the Pala dynasty énd iz an important
soﬁrae moterial. 7The Kalaviveka and the Dayabhaga of
jirvutavihana, Mayamate and Menisara wrigten sometimes between
the 10¢th and the 12th century A.D. discuss sbout the village
life, glanniﬁg where even rulers or powerful chiefs céuld
reside,. Theﬂgaréjitggfcéha speaks of various grades of
feudalvchiefé. among the historical K3vyas the Raf%araﬁgigi
of Kalhana is of exceptional importasnce which shed light

in general of this age., The Gita Govinda of Jayadeva is

also of importance, kemelska of Sankhadhara, who

Thg 19

e

flourished in the reign of Gahadavals King Govindacandra
of Kanauj is more useful for the present study, for they
seck to hold up to ridicule the social follies and vices
of the age. IThe Ukti-vyakti-prsakayona of DamodariPandit is

ép'uniqna work on sccial and economic life in the time of



thé Gahagavélas., The bardic literatnre_like Prthviraje Resd
also éanﬁa&n some traditions of the period undar‘considaration.
'whe‘writiﬁgs of B&ga,'a contemporary of Hargavardhan (AD 606w
647), Bhavébhﬁti and Vakpati in the court of zaébvarmgn of
Ké@yaaﬁubjav(aéh Century AJLD.), Yogeshwara, a ecurt:g§-§ﬁlas

of Bengél L?ﬁh century, A.D), ékiharga in the court of Vijaya-
candra and Jafaceﬁdra of Kanauj (12th century A.D.), throw |

mach light on the period,

As regards foreign aacaﬁnts, we may refer to Hiuen
'Tsang; letsing and Alberuni, Hiuen Tsang's account is most
valuable as it contains the statement 6£ a monk scholar who
visited from UP to Assem. Dharmasvéamin, a Tibetan monk,

visited Bihar during A.D. 1234-1236.

The inscriptions of the period yield relisble evidence
regarding the land system and politicsl structure of the age.
Being méétly dated records assigneble to definite localities,
’ mahﬁ cf.them are not altogether free from the traaitianai.
literary conventions and the majority of them are grants of
lands or revenues to Brahmanas or religicus institutions,

Thé land grants of Hargavardhana. Jayandga Devokhelga,
Jivitagupta ilw Pgla, Condra and Sew.rulers of Bihar and
Bengal, the land grante of Mahendrepala and Trilocanapale

of Pratihara dynasty and Ghadavalas of Utter Pradesh mention

» gifts-of villages or land made to the Bréhamanaspl goas.z

1 Biography of Bharmasvamin, K P.Jaysawai Research Institute,
Patna, 1859, p.vii,

2 El, XIX, no.49.



- great perscnalities or officers of the,state,3 About eighty
inserigﬁiéﬂa directly eanﬁécted with the'history of the
Gahadavala dyaa5£yrhave beén f@una‘. All these csn be taken
in ghreé'groups.v Group 'A' includes those inscriptions
regarding land grants or dthez deeds qf kings, queens and
princes af’tﬁe dynaat?.' Group 'B' records either land grants
by Géhé@a?éla ieudéﬁery chiefs owing.allegiance to’ them.

: ﬁt&upf‘c* are miscellanecus inscriptions recording various
t&eeﬁs of private indivi&ual directly subject to the Gahadavdls
rule. Out of which, K sixtyseven inscriptions belong to the

- first category. ﬂext'graup comprises eight inécriptions

and only four inscriptions belong to the third category.

| Although these ins@riptiﬁﬁs provide uséful information
aﬁﬁut the land system and political structure of the period
ﬁﬁﬁar review, they have not yet been fully utilised in any
systematic study of the subject. The general pattern of
the land grants is'alm&st the sane. They begin Qith the
geneslogy of the king in verse; then give the details about
~ the graat, generally in y#@se, next appedr cartein 1mpxecat@ry’
.versags and st the end the names of the engraver, executa&,
etc. and the date are mentioned. For our purpose the pfcéé
porti&ns'cf thé grant are most important. 1t contains
iﬁfctmatisn regar&iﬂg'the'constiﬁuent parts, types, namnes,

boundaries, nature of the land taxes, officers and other things.

3 1A, Xvili, PPe 134-1413,



A large number of books and articles written by
Indologists and historians deal with different aspects of
the problem we have taken up for study. Prominent amnq

these are the early works of ﬂ.s. Subba Rao4 and B4y Dase

5
But they do not pay much attention to the early medieval
period and congentrate on the period only up to the Guptas

and Harsha, By way of illizstrattcn we may mention H.C,

Rayﬁ; CeVa Vaidya?; R,C. Majumdar’s twe volumes in the
aeries;.a they have esch Bectt.on ‘on socio-economic nfe.

1

ed. R.C, Majumdars B.P, Majumder'y Puspa Niyoge'l We may

tgke note of some books on specific topies connected with

J12

‘socioeeconomic life dike U.N, Ghosha which is a good

" survey of the epigraphic evidences. In addition to these

4

6  Dynastic History of Northern Indis.
7 History of Mggievzzl Hindu India.
.

9

12  Contripution to the History of Hindu Revenue System.

i
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{

_certain other suthoritative works for the study of é.S.Eharma.13

D.N. Jha, ' R.C. Majumdar'? R.R. Diweker,l® R.c. Chouanary,!’
B.N.S. Yadav,'® L. Gopal,!® Irfan Habib,?0 Roms Miyegi,??

22 .nd others.

- BJK '. ﬁﬂit}’
At the same time, the present study is beset with seversl
 aifficulties. In the first place the materiels available are
notisufficient to enable a thorough study of all‘asﬁects of

56Ciety and polity during the period under review. Again the

13

14

15 The History of Bengal.

16  Bihar Through the Ages.

17 History of Biher.

18 Spciety and Culture in Northern Indig in,@gelitﬁ.Centur .
19 1The Economic Life of Northern Ingig,(c.AD730-12§92.

20 The Agrerian System of Mughsl India - Cambridge
' Ecopomic History of Indig.

21  The_ History of Gshadavala Dynasty.
22 Life of Northern Indila in the Gupta Period.




8

sﬁﬁc}y of such & subject cannot start with s specific déta

éé ié possible in the hisﬁary of a particular king or § ruling
dynasty. Ghaﬁges in socisl and political structure do not take
place zbruptly but aré genérally the result of a'gradual
‘QIQC@SS; This has led us ta'loék béck to some of tha-eérlier
sources s well, simiiasig. certain later sources also haﬂ

o be uti;izeé &s they throw some light on the periocd uﬁéerA‘;

study.

Cuy stﬁﬁy is limited to the region now covered by east
UsFe and Bihar. Go we cannot freely utilise the records br '
materiais meant for other parts of India ex&ept whefefthey
corroborate our investigation or he;p us ﬁo mgke a comparative

study. >
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-CHAPTER I .

PHYSICAL FEATURE

‘HMiddle-~Gangetic basin is not a cleare-cut demaraated
‘physical unit, 7This region gains a geographical perﬁoqality
on sccount of the unity aha coherence praviééd-by the Cultur§1
and economic’patterns; Placed between the relatively dry, |
mainly Bhanyar (aldex alluvium)e dcabs ot upper Yangetic
clain and humid, largely Khadar Bengal, this region is &

" transitional region with respeét to its climate and tapography.l
_ Indawﬁapal internatbonal hounéary which b?cadl?'cuts thréugh
the Bhabar and Terali zone down the Shiwalik, forms the northern
limit of this region. Southern boundary “skirtsvaown the:
face of the hill-spur-scrap and alluvisl embayment zone of
the Vindhyan-Hohtas-garha Chotanagpur plateau”. 2 The Bihare
Bengal state baun&ary excluding Kisanganj subedivision of
Purnea marks the eastern houndary of the region., The western
1im1t of the region is marked by the eastern limit of the
 upper-Gangetic basin. The middle Gangetic Plain, thus, is ]
placed hetween tha.ﬁimaléyas and peninsular ramparts on the
north and south respectiveiy and covers the whole of the
. Bihar plains and eastern U.P, Thus, dividing Inﬁian‘sub-

_éaﬁtinent into three divisions on the basis of its physical

i 3patea, .H.K & &@rmonth, Aed ¢A., Ingig and Pakistan,
A Genersl snd Reglonel Geogrephy, 1960, p.565.

2, Singh, R, L»' znﬁin; A R g nal grag}; . 901840

3 Ibid., p.183, :
Y- 3
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features, i.e. the Himalayen upland, the Indo-Gangetic

,-?lain angd the peainsular-lnaia.q it wﬁuldlaéﬁear that the
middle Gangetic basin'forms a segment of the IndaaGanget§c
trough but it covers some marginal ?ortions of ¢he other two
majcr‘ﬁermatians, i.€+, the fringes and prajections of_thé
peninsular block in the south and the Siwaliks in the northern

péft of the Champaren district of Bihar;s

Except for the foothills of the-51wéiiks and Bhabar in

_ tﬁe narth and the peninsular uplands in the 3outh, the region
is absalutely alluvial and. manutonbusly flat until the hills
are actually approached. HNevertheless, from the viewpoint of
small topographic facets, the plain is not without interest.
Altnough this region cannat be divided into physical sube
units on the basis of any prominent foundation of relief, we,
for the sake of convenience, can divide the region into two

subedivisions, i.e., North Gange plain and South Ganga plain.

_ Ngrth«éggga Plein:

The entire Saryupar and north Bihar plain 1is essentially

built up of vast alluvial cores;s

The river levels snd bluffs,
or the sandy féa@ures 1ixe Dnus of the Saryupar; the OX-bow |
lakes, Tels, Chaurs, dead arms or remnants of the river
channels, etc. produce only heterogenlety in the physical

1land shap;’

4 Law, .C., hlstcriggl beoggég Y. of Ancient Indie,
Pafisg 1954' 9912.

5 Singh, Reliy, OpeCi E-a Pa. 189,
‘6 : Sp&t&. O.I“i..ﬁ. ? éz)aCit.’ ¢ Ba 564'
? &iﬁgﬁ; Rtb‘v OEQQiQO' Pa 191.
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~ The Someswar and thé Dun hills of the Siwalik formstions
azerthe_cnly hilly tracts of the north Ganga ﬁlain whiéh
cmnstituée the lowest and outer most of all ﬁhe Himalayan
rangés.a Running along the whole length of Nepal, they
extend for sbout 20 miles £rom the northewest to the southe
ﬁasﬁ.g in the feét~hill zone there are three 1mportantt
negotiable pesses, i,e. Someswar pass along the Juripani
river: the Bhikhana Tori pass slong the Kosi river and

Marwat pass through the Harha river valle?.lﬁ

A narrow
elongated moist subemountain tract below the foéthills :
called Terai‘is_folloWﬁ& by a subarekai belt of marshy lesnd.
A wide belt of marsﬁy low lands notably devoid of uplends
and éﬁaracteriseﬁ by permanent depressions and lakes,

follows the subeterazi belt.li

The alluvial plain of this region can be 8ivided into
two categories: (1) the older alluvium or Bhengar, and

(£1) newer alluvium or Khadare.

The older slluvium occupies the higher land not liable
to flooding which includes the entire sub-terail region and

lands towards the northern side of the region. The land

8 | biwakar, ReR., Bihar Through the Aqges, D.24.

) Ivid.

10 Singh, R.l., oDRscits, Prs189-90, "
.ii_ Mandal, R.B.,"Some Geomorphic Aspects of North Bihar“:in

Geograsphicsl Studles, Patng Reseagrch Bulletin, no.l0,
#Harch 1978, p.39. :



i2

alongith@ Chaghra and 1ts eastern parts is mostly Bhanga:.lz

Tﬁe newer alluvium is confined to the £lood plains of
"the river anﬁuaily emundated by floods. It consists‘ef silt
éﬁd clay with fine senés,depasiteﬁ on either sides of the

'river,cﬁahnel>ané is characterised by the absence of kankar.

The whole region is dotted with numerous ox-bow lakes,

tals chaurs, dead arms or remnants of the river channels,

t

most of them created due to the changes in the course of

_vorious rivers.

The South Ganga plain represents a more diversified
surface and regi@na1~¢9ntrast than the north Gango pléin.
In a&dition to the southern hiily tracts, it is sprinkled
with numerpus cut-lives of Chotanagpur highlands, South
Ganga plain is formed by the sediments brought £f£rom the
Bouthern uplands and alluvium is relatively coarser. it is
Aevoid of the oxebow lakes, so commonly found in §he northern
plain, There are number of hills like the Barabar, the |
» Rajgir-&ethian and more gignificantly the Kharagpur hiils
rurning in elongated ri&ges‘te the esst of the river Son.
The extension of the low lying area called Tal towards the
south of the levee of ﬁhe Ganga is a rather peculiar feature

cf this region. It perhaps marks the old bed of the soh.ls

12 Binqh, Rali,, OPs Citv; 901921
13 -Ibid., p.192.
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Drainages

The whole region is 1ntersecteﬂ‘by a complex network
va very'many riveré. Breadly spesking, this region has,a'
ﬁeadriéic.pettérn~0£.drainage, Ganga being the main trunk
stresm towards which almost éh@lé drainage grovitates, It
45 the general cheracteristic feature of the tegion that the
‘rivers meet at acute angles and severel tributeries form '

- parallel or snb»pa:allel lines to the main stream.lG

Gangas 3 snew«fed'ﬂimalaﬁan-rivet, flows keépiﬁg a
distance with the ﬁimaléyas and thus, the northern perennial
'tzibutaries have to cover a w;def’arena and longer distance
through tﬁeir'highlf meandering courses.s As the Yamuna—ﬁangé‘
,éystem is féd by very many tributaries throughout its course
~and flows in the direction of increasing rainfall, the plain
of the Ganga ﬁéxms the pé:ﬁs of 1té water “catchment“.ls The -
_southern tribuaries meet the Ganga rather hurriedly because
of steeper slqpé;. These tributaries of the Ganga bring eﬁormoné
quahtity ef,silt dquring the reiny season to spresd es a new |

sheet 0f fertile sediments over the soil.

Ghaghara is the main tributary of the Gange in the
eastern U.P, plain. OGhaghara receives the water of almost
ell the rivers of the Saryupar west of the Gandaka, Rapti, a

Himalayan stream, is the chief tributary of Ghaghara and itself

14 Singh, Rele, opeCite, p.193.
15 .  Spate, U.HeK., ORsCit., DPe43.
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is gﬁe_reaipient of many‘atﬁer smaller streams origigating_
- from the 5iwalik, the Bhabar or terai plains, eté.. Ghaghara
like other rivers has a capscity to spill over and enundate‘
vast neighbourinq fertile land and rendering them into flat

sands. 1t also changes its course frequently.

Gandak'is also a snow-fed Himalayan river and a8 najor
tributary of the Gaﬁgas' Although Gendak does not receiVe any
iimportant tributary, ic has a number of old deserted beas anﬁ
axstributcr&ea like spill channels, 1.9. the Barni, the Jharhi. the
Data, etc. nue to 1ts high gredient, it is also notorious for

16

£loods and changing courses - and many deserted beds are

testimony to it. ST

' Buzhiaﬁenﬁaka is snother ¢hiefvtributary of the Ganqa;
&1thbugh it is not a snow-fed river as it rises in the westerh
extzemity of the Someswar range.17‘it carties cgnsiderable |
shrount af water thraughout the year and taking an exceediﬂgly

pandarlng :cute, i€ finally joins the baﬁqes.

Bagmati :iseg in Nepal and fdllowing a courseAnaatly
-pérailei o Bn;hi Généak to-ultimatelyvarain jtgelf into
_‘Iattéziv‘It3is_aot a snow~-fed perennial stream but since it
receives a numbsr of hill streams dﬁriag the ralny seéSOh;

it rises qulckly to overflow .and enundate a large areas

i6 Singhy Rol,, Qggﬁiggi PQ-195~6.
17 Diwskar, R.R., 9P.Clte, ppe29-30.

i
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Kosi, formed by seven important Himalayan streams
(Sgptakosi), does not receive any tributary in the plain

owing to its raised bed;ia

The Kosi has no suffic;ent space
to flow gradually "through the steges of grading, maturely
-_énﬁ;aggraéing it takes a su&den leap from the degrédeé o
sggraded stage with no graded 1ﬁterVa1.19’ From itslmpuntain
‘catchment of abou£ 24,000 sq. miles largely in shaks and sand
étqnes. it carries enormous amount of detritus and sand and
thus, déspite a £lood discharge of about 200,000 euéecs, it
taars'thrcugh the csunﬁry in numerous capricioas ehaanels
'wiihout following & permanent channel.?® Due to xts?dynamic
ghifts, it hes numerous sbandoned chennels known as Burhi
{01d) or mars (decad) Kosis. Its notorious quality of flooding
qﬁickly results in the £requent‘transformatioa of fertile
land into arid waste of sand on account of the infertile

sediments deposited by it.

Son is the largest gMong the many tributories received
by the Ganga from the southern uplands. All the southern
rivers have a steep gradient and thus with raln waters during
the monsoon, they quickly swell into roaring river but again

21

turn into formidable streams. The Son is wide but hes a

18  Singh, Rule, opsgits, Del96.
19 Ibid.

20 Spate, OJH.ke, gpscite., p.42.
21 Singh, Rel,, Qpecites pe196.
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- narrow f£lood plain. 7This river is also notorjous for

changing its course.

‘Other tributaries of the Ganga like the Karnauti, the
Tons, the Karsmanasa, etC., all to the west of Son, and the
- Puhpun. the Mohini and the Chandan flowing to the east bf
the Son are sméller. Each of them takes a route parallel to
the %anga through the elongated tal. As thesé rivers flow
‘through a lower level, they cannot drain themselves into the

Genga in spate and, therefore, emundate large area.

Floddé are a common feature in the region, especially
in the narﬁhmﬁangé pléin. hlmcst.éli the rivers of the
iag&on swell in volume considerably during the monacon and
are notoriously dynémie in their character. The formations
of ox-bow lakes, dead arms, chaurs, tsls, etc. are the
illustxatiaﬁs of theirvdfnamic character regarding:chaﬁging
the dourses. The Gange itself has shifted over 35 Keme

22

between Bhojpur Tsl and Surha Tal, Kosi being the most

notorious among the rivers of the region for changing its

course, has shifted 115 kin west of its original course.23

‘What appears from the foregoing discussion on the
various aspects of the geogrephical set up of the middle
Gangetic. basin is that, topograprhically, the entire region

is monotonously f£lat without any significant elevation or

22  sSingh, R.l,, Opecit., p.197.
23 ﬁtandﬁl? R.B., eaa'giﬁi‘ ‘;?.42,



17

”&egraasLQQ, The whole region 4is intersected by a complex
. network of parénnia1 as well as seasonal rivers and'§§
1characterised by a veryrfertile land throughout. Altheugh
éhis area does nbt appear, as has been p@intea out ea§lier.

io be a clear-cut demarcated geographLCai unit, the geagra-
" phical festures played an importernt role in the course of
history. The absence of aﬁy prominent geograghical bérrier
and a complex network of rivers ce:tainly facilitated a
brisk intersction gmong the people of<d1££eréﬁt_partsi g
have eviﬁenée to show this kind of intersction among many
'eerly histericael urban centres like Pataliputre, Vaissli,
Sravasti, Varanssi, Kanyskudja, etc. which were canneqtea

by many impcrtant land and water-ways whidh, in turn, might
have‘heiéeﬁ the diffusion and transmission’of'domlnant social
and political ideclogies. That the geographical festures |
of this region were conducive to the emergence of staﬁe
structnfes is evident from the fect that the first imﬁerial
power of India, the Mauryas, established themselves at
Patliputra and were followed by the Guptas with their capitsl
at ¥Yraysg and Gaha&wals7atlxannauj, etc. The emergencé of
these strong political powers served as a unify'ing factor

in this region and rendefed it a distinct geogtaphicai:entity.
The geographical set up, thus, played an important role in
the course of history but to reduce historical explanations
.t the éeegraphical situztion only will be inadequate ﬁather
a historical, especially in early medieval period when geoaraghy
became relatively 1esé inportant in comparison to political_and

social factors which would be examined in the following chapters.



CHAPTER X1

50C1IAL STRUCTURE

1

The social structure of the middle Gangetic basin
during the early medieval period presents a picture of
stratificd society thgh was a continuum of the sﬁratification
of eariier'times@ The only change in it wes its growing
rigidity on the cﬁe hand and its expaﬁsion covering a wide 
range of factors in the séeiety, on the»othei. The stratifi-
cetion ‘and the graduasl rigidity based on the segregation of
occupational group wéﬁ the logical culmination of the various
vféctars at work, But the most striking feature of the Indian
social structure was the caste systém which has been studied

in a greater detail by the scholars.

The origin of the Caste System has been traced f£rom
various faeters. different scholers emphasizing different
f&cﬁarg contributing to its formation. For instanceﬁﬂeafielél
emphasized the hereditery specialization of occupati&n at the
- root of the caste system with the petrification of.th§ guilda
into éastes in an hiefaxahical order, assigning'lowar ranking
to the practitioners of a more primitive and ancient occupation
in a:deseanﬁing}order- | .

2

Senart® alsc followed the same 1ine holding occupstional

£actor as important im the origin of the caste system but he

1 Nesfield, J.C., Brief View of the Caste Systom of the
NprtheWest Provinces and Oudh, Allshabad, 1885,

2  oenart, Ceste in Indig, p.153.

$18:
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brought to the fore the distinction between the Varna and Jati
defining the Vérna as a ‘class’ and identified the Jati with
| the 'caste’, fovhim the two institutions were essentially.v
independent of each cther but later became incctparated with
the grafting of the Jatis on the Varnas by the Brahmanas to
maintain their superiority snd that the Varpa system ﬁever
correspondéa to reality. He traced the origin of the:easte
system to the indo-European ﬁin;gtoupiﬁg corresponélng £o Roman

‘gens's This view of Senart has been criticized by the later

- sociologists.,

3 also held that the Caturvarnya system was more an

Bougle
idesl than anything else., He thought that the system had the
Jétis as real groups with three fundaméntal pﬁincipless.hereai‘
tary specialisation, hierarchy and repulsion or isolation of
one group from another. However, he held that the relative
purity and impurity of occupations was a greater determinant
of the hierarchy than the usefulness or difficult nature of

the nature of the cGaupati@ns;é

5

Agein Ketkar~ stressed that the concept of purity and

pellution was at the root of caste exclusiveness.

3 Béugle,ﬁﬁelestine. Egsavs on_the Caste System Tr.
by D.¥, Pocock, London, 1971.

4 Ibid., "Pe38.

London.- 1911.
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ﬁuttoﬁs_thinks that ‘more obvious factors' contributing -
to the ‘emergence and development'of caste system are viz.
ecological isclation, magical beliefs about certain crafts,
primitive ideas regarding power of food to transmit quaiities;
tribel concepts of taboo, mana, soul-stuff, totemism, polluticn,
ceremonial purity, belief ?n the dmcﬁrine of Karma, clash of
races, and dolonr prejudice and deliberate expioitaﬁion.by a
hierarchy. - But Hutton's view has beenvcriticisad? on the
ground that in tr&ing to define caste with refereacehtaia
number of cultural-behavioursl traits and i"clating its:
 essential characteristics, he overlooks the fsct that caste
is primarily a system of 1ﬁter-re1ated groups in which
"differences in distribution of economic and political power
are aexpressed through a cﬁlﬁural language such as ?e&tri¢tiona

on commensality and connubium, etc.”

ﬁumbnte thinks that Hutton's ‘atomistic' view of the
caste does not see the system as a whole in an ideological
-‘sense Of the term, because caste is above all a éystem of

ideas and values.

6 Hutton, J,H., Caste in Indis, Cambridge, 1946, p.1646.
7  sanwal, RJLD., Socisl Stratification in Rursl Kumeon,

9!31}11; 1976, DebSe
8 Duront, - louis, Homowﬁgergrchicus, Delhi, 1975, p.35.
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1

. #ﬁéaf&iﬁg . auvira Jaiswalg; Huthon 8 stuﬂy shows
it clearly that caste is not a suaaen artificial araation
'but~ah arganzsm<which evnlved graﬁually'thraugh a multiplivigy .
cf factars. even though ﬁutton regards the caste system as
a,comgosmte anit of many 1ndiviﬁual cells, each functianing

'indegenﬁentlylg

" ané as such unduly minimizes the imqutqnc
gg.thnse seg;e»ﬁcongmig ;ﬁﬁvcuztufaifhandguwhiCh sustain the
'§§steﬁ éakiﬁg’it an aéganic whole. ﬂéspité this. ﬁuttgﬁ ;
provides us wzth a classic inv09t1g¢tian‘1nto the arigiﬂ, /
'naﬁure and Eunctioning of the caste syqten, ‘ |

ﬁcnoraiaq to Eumcﬂt}1

the raality’of casté syutem derives
£rom ﬁhc ccnﬁegt of hierarchy Whiﬁh is the yrineiple by which |
the elefﬁnts of avwhole ara ranked in relation to the whole".
Hence caste is an Grganization of hierarchical relationship
in /which the intﬁmenerzdehcé of inherent elementa within it
is esse ﬂtial for the existense of the system. This ma?egi
the hierarchical saciety anti-individualistic and & non-
competitive ranking.system with no {ndividual initistive 1n

the interest of a higﬁez'order-lz

I

9 ‘Jaiswal, Suvirs, “Studies in Barly Indian History 3
' Trends and ?assibilities,“ I.HBR,, VI, nes.laz,
1979*80, Qo3c

10 | Hutton, Jaﬁcg aEtgggtoj 130197-
11 Dumont, Louis, gp.Cit., Pe66e

12 3615"73}-; 3'1(713:’8; E_t(?it-; Pefe :

DISS
954.02
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Duront ‘s caﬁcefn is to bulild a model of caste‘with
(ritual) hierarchy as its central 1déa in order to contrast
it with the Western wérlﬁnview based on.egalitarian values
which led him to subordinete all other importent aspecﬁs of
the system in iﬁé'formation and-fnnetianingais What is'more,
Dumont's hierarchy emanating froQAthe opbésitidn of the rure
- and imgure, makes Indien soclety stagnant. But such a‘view
dverlooks'sigaificant chsnges in cless contradictions 1n the
aeVEloymant‘Qf inéian history14 from the post-Vedic peziod'
onwards. Theuﬁh‘numantfaamits that in modern times caste
‘hardly determines dccupation; and that cammenséiity and :
cannubium are on the decline with the #eakening of the notione
of purity and imgurityl? nevertheless he Ssys nothing sbout

the gradual dissolution of the caste system.

The continuity end strength of the caste system has
evoked two explanations, Whi}e Pube Sorokings thinks that
" 4t was & ’satiéfactary social distribution of individuals',
NeKe 335827 takes castevtd be a bhasically non-competitive
system-@f‘produéticn whiehISafeguardeﬁ monopolistic herediﬁéry,

rights to ogcupstion, However, Suvira Jaiswalla thinks that

13 Inides peds

TH-1724
15 Dumont, anﬁitap ?ﬁéleg.ﬂﬁte 11i2e.

16 Sorokin, F,A., Social and Cultural Mobility, New ¥ork,
1959, p.531.

17 Bose, N.K,, Culture and Society in India,london, 1967;
_iéen' Man in Indi PY Lbi’ December 1 71' 90400f0 )
18 Jeiswal, Suvira, oOpscits.s ps7s

yLuas LS

14 'Ibiﬁtg pt50.
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both the views overlook the boﬁality of the system. While
the former view holds caSte as s static phenomenon, the -
latter view'gives only a partial explanation. Although |
ﬁhalsystem assured the monopoly of hereditary occupstion
ﬁc those with speciszlized skills and provided a sense of”
security to them, there are two more factaralp involved
aamely; the minimal néture of the integretion of iower
castes with the wider éaate/class society-and their strong
'sense of saliéarity,_exclusivcgess and taboo inherited from
a tribal past; Secondly, they tend to 4imitate upper caste
notions of purity/pollution to improve upon their low ranking.
Above all,vihg caste system has ensured the supply of handie
crafts and agricultuzal'labeur, to uppér castes by making .

-upward mobility practically impossible for the menial castés.ze

The difference between the Varna and Jati hss to be

scrutinized further, Trautmann21

thinks that varna cannot

be identified with 'caste’ or 'cless' since it is a sacred

- concept and hence immutable, whi;e castes may fuse together

or split into smaller castes. Hence he translates varna as
‘order' or ’estata’» As already discussed senart distinguished

between the Varnas and jati which was endorsed by Hutton.

19 Jaiswal, Suvira, oDscites p.7.
20 Ibsd.
21 Trautmsnn, “On the Translation of thé Varna® in

JESHO,vii, 1964, pp.196-201,
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Méx;waberzz also held Vazga as & ‘status group' or 'estate’
and not class, which had an econpmic meaning., -SQeioloéists ,
iike M.H;vSrinivasz3 pointed out the inadequacy of thé concept

'df varna to explain the fact of castes as these exist ﬁedayg
ﬁencebﬁhey apply twe_diﬁferent models of varna and jéti;
'thefﬁpkmer remainiég the same all over'lndia‘and the iatter
éperating at the local le&elg They further stress that
theoretically the division of varnas are on the basis of
functions while the orgenlsation of jiti hiersrchy is based |
on the yrincipie.of the absolute purity of the Bréhmana caste

and the relative impurity of all other castes.

Wé-may see a distinction between the jati énd the varna,
in moaern times with the éargas acting as broad categories
subsuming within éhem a 1érge number of jatis in a rather
loose fashion.?¥ _Bﬁt.we £ind the literary texts canfusingil
hhe‘terms 2aqge ?aﬂinizs has used the term varna twice for |
g:eupé mentioned in later law books as jatis or mixed caStés

and the term j&ti has been used for BrZhmana varna.

22 Webef, Max, Reli : 2, 20C
Hinduism =nd Buddhiag {New Ycrk, 1968) .

23 Srinivas, M.N., Caste in Modern Indla and Other
: Essays, Bomwbay, 1970, pp.63-9.

24 ] Jaiswal; Suﬁ QEccitoo Pnga

25 Agrawala, V.5,, Inaia and _Known to ngini,&ucknow, 1953,
pPP.75, 91if.



25

26

The Yajuavalkyas Smrti™ though distinguishes between

the two terms, yet quite often the two have bheen confounded.

“hAccording te wag1327

jati represents a concept which ascribed
status to birth, hence the excellent and low jati occur in

the texts. The general aspplicstion of the term jatl to well -
demarcated, exclusive social groups of tribal origin liké

: the candila jﬁki; the vena j&ti, the Hisada jati, etc. may

, suggést that the term was popularized because of the assimi»
legtion of tribal groups into the Indo-Aryan social organisatioﬂza
ﬁeCause of the hexeditarg nature of the division of labour

in the varna system, the varna could also éignify jati ang

29

hence the interchangeability in the.applicazion. This may

also suggest~tﬁat varna and jati were not two different
systems but one.-°

31

Remila Thapar™™ holds that varnas represented the

theoretical asnd j§ti the functional aspect of the Caste.

26 K&DE}‘ ?-&Vcc HiStGr
Poona, 1941, p«55.

27 Wagle, Narendrs, ey al ",,7’ of the Buddhs,
Bombay, 1966, p.iZZf;

28 Sircar, D.Cs, Soclety and A4 ] ‘
andé Me&ieval India, vol‘l CaICutta, 196?, pp.103-5.

29 Jalswal, Suvirs, op.cite., pPe¢10.

30 = Tamkiah, 5.J., "From Varna to Caste Through Mixed

Unions"in Jack Goody, ed., Lharscter of Kinship,
Cambridge, 1973, p.191f.
- 31 Thapar, Romila, Prg dings of the Indlan His

Congress, 3ist Session, Varanasi, 1969, p.21f.
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32

of kxinship rather it indicates status position. Dunont

Bﬁt according to Wagle™™ Jati does not emphasize bonds

33
has suggested that the varna hieresrchy is based on functions
while the jati emphasizes'the relative purity/impurity of
castes. This may suggest that both the terms, varna and
jéﬁi,"have gheoretical'as wel1 as practical dimensions.

134 holds that the notion of Furity/imgurity

Suvira Jalswa
was in fact further elaboration of the varna ideology

reflecting a deterioretion and hardening of class relations,
I1

~ The earliest portions of the Rgveda reveal only three
majér classes - the Brihma, the Kggtrg and the Vi, The
fourth varna, viz. the éﬁggg appears in the Purusasiikta
hymn of the tenth Mandsla of the Rgveda which is generally
tgken to be an interpolation thus representing the conditions
during éhe later vedie society., The origin of the éﬁggg'
class has éenezally been traced from the Dasas and the Dasyus
of the ggvedic}ageﬁhut according to Prof . R.5, $harmass the

32 wade, N., gpecit., pe131.

33 Dumont, louis, op.cit., pp.71, 148.

34 Jaiswal,,Suviré..ggzcit.. Pel3.

35 Sharma, R«5., Sudras in Anclent Indlas, pp.40f.

-~
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defeated and dispossessed Sections of the Aryans apart
from the non-Aryans were reduced to the status of the

f ..
 Sudras in the scheme of four ygrnas. These four major
36 -

37

classes™ of the Vedic period were, to some extent, Open

classes™’ 4in that the inclusion and sbsorption of various
-heterogenous elements in them was a conﬁiﬁunus,ygecess

during the later perlcé.‘

The tarm‘_gggg has been used to denote the ahave
mentioned classes in the vedic literature. The term {zti
is conspicuous by its absence in the vedic literature.

o

Hence the two systems, viz of the varngs and of the Jatis

38 one Dharmasitras of Gautama

have been differentiated.
and Vasistha, etc. explained the jatis as the result of the
mixed unions or 1nt¢r«harriages between the members of the

different varnas.

The Dnagmaéﬁtrgs use the term *'jati’for the mixed

. . /_
castes only mostly of the Sudrg status. But the terms like

36 . The most common names are Bxahmgn Rajanya, Ksatrivs,
,ﬁé_xﬁ and Sudrg or the lster Brahmana, Kstriva,

‘and Sudrg vide Macdowell i, Kelth, Vedic
Iﬂﬁiag vol,1ll, 13.252.

37 Yadav, B.N. S, 0P+, D24

38 Senart, Caste in Indias, p.153,
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xrsna-ggéizg and Brihmanajativa mentioned in the Nirukis

(X17.13) and Astadhyayi (v.é.?) resgectiVely, ‘may suggest
that the a:iginal four gggggg slaso tended to harden into

@

cagtas.ag - ' ’

The infiltration of the foreign clements following
tﬁe-éﬁkaegahlava invasions and the growing tendency of

40 1ntﬂ<c1as$és with hostile interests ultimstely

1eavages
19@ ta t%e emergence of the claasieal caste systen to cambat
_ these new tendencies and resﬁar& and strengthen the earlier
social 5ystem.41 The caste system, which appeared to be
somewhat stationary in‘the.gastsﬁaurﬁa paribé envigorated
itself in the post-CGupta period following tﬂa 5mc§al aﬁﬂ
politicsl uﬁﬁeéValE due to ﬁbreign 1ﬁvasiaas and the develop=
ment of feudal tendencies. This led to increasing rigidity
on the one hané and expansion due to the inclusion of foreign

and indigenous elements on the other hand in the caste syztenm.

We £ind from vaxinus inscriﬁtions42

an increasing
concern on the part of the gastaeupta kings to restore ané
uphold the ideals of caste system as enunciated by Manu.

The Palgs are saiﬁ‘td'ﬁéve maintsined the order of caste.

39 Kane, P.V,, History of aha sastras, vol.II, Pt,I, p.ss;

40 ﬁopkins, ' '
. RE i Leig‘?ig, 1881) + P uv 80
41 Yadav, Eﬁf‘;ﬁ-‘;qf QEonitsp Psle

4z ’i”ré.ﬁi Inﬁi:,ivnl;ka no.1, p.3; VOl XXIII, p.150, etc.
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?he'pé:ioa had inherent in it very many factors like &

lecaiised agrarisn economy, increasing social and economic

immobility ana the emergence of a hierarchy of landed

sristocracy due to the practice of land grants

43 yhich

contributed to the enforcement of the caste system. According

44

§ A+] R.ﬁ.‘Triﬁﬁthi » the proselytizing zeal of Islem alsé‘

contributed to such tendencies so muck SO that the Prabfiira

Kiﬂg'éhoga (C+836-885 A.D,) adaptéé the symbol of varaha on

his coins to reinforece tﬁe Hindu ideals. Even Alberune

45

refers to the growing differentlation of castes end thelir

rigidity. But asccording to Suvira Jalswal Islam should not

have mede much impact because the natural tendency, in face

of an Islamic onslaught, would be the unity of various sscial

 ranks tﬂ @eet the challenge whereas we £ind differentiaticn

angd rigi&itj amonq the castes.

46

~

The éarly me&ieval period witnessed growing teboos-

'}_raaarﬂinq fooé practices. ‘The inter-dining was greatly

‘rrestrictea ﬁuc to the growing iﬁeas of baucacaragé? The

Brahmanas maintained,redtrictians in accepting food from

43

44
45
46

47

Yadav, B.N.S., oDscite, Ds6e

/Trim?&thyg , Rosm P Hiﬁmg 4 Qf Kﬁ nay 5 Ps ?QQB\" .

Sachau, B.C., Alveruni's Indis, vol.l, london, 1910, p.és.

Jaiswal, Suvira,"Studies in Early Indien Social .
Histery -~ Trends and Poss ihilities » ,ﬁ' Vﬁl .VI . '
1979*8@5 Pt23t R

Yadav, B.N,S,, Mﬁ:p PQ?;



30

’ the other three varnase Eccording to LQRSmidharada

the |
‘Brahmanas could accept food from the other two higher -varnas
on certain prescribed days and from the sudrss in emergency
‘only or as Kalivarjya. '

Thus the early medieval period witnessed the adaptation
?ef’ﬁﬁe caste system to the changing conditions through meodie
fication rearrangement ana shift of empnasis. It is in
.-thiSt light that we have to0 examine the different castes and

their occupation in the society.

éhé-fagt that the society in the middle Gengetic basin
Was~sufficient1y stratifie& by:the Gupta period needs no
éxglanatioh. The stratification of the society was directly
felaﬁed to the economy of the time. More important was the
phenoméncn of feudalism which 5ad'been teking shape right from
the Gupta period onwards, 1nitiatéd‘hy the practice of land
grants which was sccentuated by‘the successors of the CGuptas.
The cessation of fiscal and administrstive rights from the
central authority to. the local beneficiaries snapped off the
economic and political ties between the two and resulted into |
many smaller fiscal and admihistrative units, These economic
units furthérvgot reéuceé in size dué o the sub-infeudation
which created conditions for the development of g kind of
scciai hierarchy“with unenual distribution of land or land

'renenue as the case may be.49

48 CL, Niyatakatakanda, Pe. 252, vide Yaﬁav,, NS., Ibid.,
fnuéﬁa FQ?QQ ’

49 Sharma, Re3., "Social Change in Barly Medieval India
- . (CQAOEiSOO“IZQQ)a' PsBs The first D. Rs Chanana Memprial
. becture, 1969, New Delhi, 1981,
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The period under study is marked by the existence of
innumersble castes and subcastes. The conventional division
~of the Caturvarnya or the four varnas, viz. the Brahmanas,

the K§atr1yasa'the Vaiéyas and the 50dras had come to be
confined in ﬁheary only. The numerous castes mentioned in

- the Smrtis undoubtedly existed in society and the differences
in their enume#ations in various Sm;tis are more in keeping
with the actual conditions which varied in different localities

and different periods.sg

Concerned with the ptesarvatton of
tﬁe-6§tugg§rnxa,‘sysﬁan of the vedas, the Smgtikaras
endesvoured to bring the actual state of society of their
times within the purview of the Cgturvarnya system and hence
they enunciated the theocry of vsrnassmikara which held that

- the numercus castes actually arose from the unions of males

51 Although this

with females belonging to different Varnas.
theory originally applied to the four primitive varnas, it
had to be extended to the subsidiary or mixed castes ¢o

sccount for the fast prolifersting castes and subecastes,

The other justification of the proliferation was the
Vegetya theory which explained the origin of numerous castes
from the sons of twice born who became Vratyas (fallen from

their castes) for not fulfilling the sgcred duties¢52

50 Majundar, R.C., ed., The History of Bengsl, vol.l,
ypa555~56. '

51 Kane, vpgvo; i‘i-ao, VDI.II,.Cha}?c:I' De 58

52  Manu, X.p+20££, vide R.C.MHs op.cit., p.566, fn.l.

e
/-
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- But this process of juétificatian could not be stretched
to0 long and hence the smrtikaras gave up in despair the
task of'aeriVing them, even though immeﬁiately from the
?fiﬁary varpas«53

‘Though lacking historical value, the getkara and
vrgtyvs theories of castes were without doubt generally
believed in and greatly influenced the determination of the

status of the different castes gnd subw-castes in the society.

The names and nﬁmbers'af the caéﬁes anﬁ sub~Castes

varied according to time and localities, The composition
of 3 gmrti in s particular local condition and time influenced
.grea£ly its enumeration ¢f the lists of such castes and subm |
castes. The authors did take into consideration the changes
occurring in a pérticular glace and time. Moreover, since
the preservation and perpetuation of the gé;gg system was
the chief aim of the Br%hmaha smrtiksras and other law givers,
any change occurring in the social structure either due to

. Wdigenou s elements eothe
the assimilation of thejforeigners into the varna strﬁctuge

wags taken care of.

111

As of the Brihmanas the Dharmafastras speak Of Sis-
ﬁéld duﬁiess4 viz. study of vedas, teaching, sacrifieing,

officlating as priests at secrifices to help others perform

53  Kane, P.V., gp.cit.
- 54  Kane, P.V,, HD, vol,II, Pt,I,
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1 saurifiées: acceptance of gifts from a werthy personlcf

‘the three higher varnas, and making gifts.c .Of these the

gecond, the fourth and the £ifth constituted their well
recognised means of livelihood. Hawéver, the ?égééérgvgﬁgEESS
recomuends that a Brahmana could take ugmagriculture_aiso. apart
 from his six-fold duties. Lasksmidhara also supports this view
bﬁt maintains that it céuld‘be tsken up only in times of
distress. This mey suggest a departure from the earlier
practices, though in actual practice the Brahmanes followed

56 Bu£ thiz suggests a modification in the

many vocations., _
normative social theory and the prevalent factors necessitating

1,57

Mé&ha#ébé%ya§8 commenting on Parasira, holds that the
Brahmanes should practicevagriculture with the help of the
éﬁdrgs. This 1hjanctien was more in keeping with the needs
of the Brehmanas land owning ¢lass - a result of the growing
practice of land grants, as revealed by numerous inscriptions

of our peried under study.

55 Satkarmasaki to Viprsh Krsikarma ca Karayet-parasara «.
" Madhavab, A Cara Kanda 2.2, vide B.N.d. Yadav, op.cit.,
£n,.98, p.80, Kane places the gmrti between 600 znd 900

AD vide chronological table in HD, vol.V, Pt,I1I,

56 Kan;e. Pivo-)' opsci » WiQII' Ftﬁl' 9013(,:
57 Yad&V; B..thc; GE.&C’.'Q.“ fﬂoioj-y Pﬁegi

s8 Madhavatarya on Paresara - A Carakanda, 2.2,
vide, Yadav, -Oﬁgcj-&o‘ £fn. 105,
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The Dharmadastras ere not unanimous sbout the Brihmanas
taking up Rsstriya Qécupation‘in distress. Laksmidhara
1@uaﬁas the contradictory views of Bandhaygna and Gautama,
while the former holds that a Brahmang, having failed to
maintain his family by the three rightful cccupations, could
11ve}by‘K§§triza acﬁupat1§n, the latter strictly enjoined
that even in fun a Brahmana must not tske up arms.5§ Farhaps
Lagksmidhars opines tbaé a Brahamana in distress must not
brdinarily skip over ﬁhe occupation of an intervening varcna,
but & Brahmana may follow the occupation of a v§1£ga,iﬂ

preference to teking up the Ksatrive professianég

snd that
.the period of distress being over the Brshmana who has
degraded himself by following the occupation of a.lowet‘gﬁg%g
must purify himself and revert to his usual occupations and
dutiestﬁl

62 or meney-

A Brahmena was also allowed to take to trade
1eﬁdiﬁg,_but this appesrs to be a tolerated course, However,
a Brahmana could not trade in cooked food, poison, srms, lac

“endigo,. silk-ana woolen goods, salt, meat, liquor, hides,

money, cow, some of these could be bartered by & Brahmana, for

59 ’gf. L?ksmidharaaﬁrtya,Kalyataru - Garjshastha Kanda,
P, ig?7. T

60  Ipid., p.72.
62 Svayani Va Karsanani Kurya 4 vanijyani va Kusidakani -

. Kurma Furana guoted by Madhavacarya on Parasara - A
Carakanda 2.2, vide Yadav, B.N.Se, Opecit., £n.105,p.80,
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| others of the same speeies.63 majarity of the Dharma$astras
viewed money lending as a degrading occupation but Brhaspati
prescribed it as a means of livelihood for the higher varnas
64

L4

in aistreaé and preised it as the best, according to
Laksmidharge
/ ,
A Brshmana is forbidden to tske to Sudra-vriti (Sudrs
occupation) even in distress except when in danger of life
(ggéng Saniﬁaga'w Since it involves one’s own self and also

65

those whom one maintains eccording to Lak§miéhara, " who

quotes Gautama. Interestingly, Gautama does not allow a
‘Brshmana to touch arms except when he has a danger to 1155,66
The same has been spoken of the vaiSvas who Can take up
arms to'protect B:Shmanas and cows and to prevent inter-

mixture of castes.67

Thus Lékgmidhara appears toO have reckoned with the -
changes in the social and ecohoﬁic position of the Brahmanas
and though advocating the pursusnce of traditibnal cccupations

of the Brahmanas, he makes room for the Brahmanas to follow

63 Laksmidhara, Krtya Kalpataru, Geryahastha Kanda, p.210.
64  Ibid.,pp. 76, 221,

65  Ibid., p.224.

66 Ibid.

67  Ibid., p.188,
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any honest profession of any other caste. The same idea

is also reflecﬁed in the ggggggggggg.ﬁs

The Dharmabastras enjoined the teaching of the vedss,
officiating at sacrifices and receiving gifts, as the
priéileges of the Brahmanas who were traditionally hefd
as the highest among the four varnas beczuse of their
mastery of the vedas, vedangas and other branches of
learning. Hence they were called the 'Srotriva’

Acaryas and held as the most worthy for giving gifts, A
large number of Gghaﬁggg a landugrantsﬁg made mostly to the

Brzhmanas upheld the privilege of the Brahmanas 33 the donees
par excellence.

According to the 1nsariptions, some of the doneecs wezg
masters of two vedas or Dvived in and some were gaturvedin
(“Q&ggyxggngi ra~viiita), while some others were students
of different vedic Sgkhas and Pathas (Cheridogys-Sakhin
fggigtggh;g?l). The M%trgxa Purgﬁé makes for the presence
of Caturvedin ﬁgahmg?gs a8 priests in the performance of

- 68 Karawetkrsi vanijyani viprakarma na Ca tyejit—paamapnran
;45 91, Cf. Yadav, B.N.S,, Qa.clg., £n.98, e80a

a

69 E.I., voloIV, 1896-97, no.ll - Twentyone copper plates

of the kings of Kansuj to either the roval purohita
Jagusarman or his sons and other Brahmanas.

70 'Ibiﬂ. Cogpez ylate of Jazacandra of V,5, 1231, p.ii5
?l‘ Ihlfso' DPs208,
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Tulg;ggggsaumahéggvg72 which wes performed by Candradeva
many times and the inscription recording one such occasion

mentions Brahmenas who were gcatur vedens, the Dvivedins

and tripathins.

\ .
The various land gréﬁts 6f.ghe middle Gaﬁgetie basin
of the period refer to nﬁmerous‘ggtraa_éﬁd prevaras of the
Brahmanas who received gifts, In the gandravati inscription
of ?gnéra&avg'73 (V.S. 1150) more than forty gotras of 500
Bf%hma?a-ﬁonées nave been mentioned, viz. Agesti, Atreys,
Bharsdvsjs, Bhargeva gsndratrays Deksa, etc. Among the
gotras there aré‘KEézaga, Kat.a ana, Bharadvaia, Bandhula,
Gobhila, Yatsd, Vasistha Farevesa, Sarkaraksa, Sgndilva-
gg afa, Krisnatrezg, &g&ikgiﬁx a Kaudik 3, K ‘sth’«,;
Kﬁﬂndingg U aman gg;gsgra.ahaggav§ jiVantygygna;lﬁgggg;f‘
arave Bhaumya, 8 us SVASBe ggggggg Kutqa, Galava. ‘g%kggg,
Candr3treya, iﬂ"M_QEQﬁv Ssunya pippaldds, Maunve, Hapits,

maudgelve, Derbha. Kanva, Agasti bereva, etc.’®

Tne §£§Eﬁ£§§ are enumerated-ass Bandhuls, Aghamsrsana,
L]

LY

g;égmnigrﬁg Gobhila, Angiresa, ggisg, ,B gggva.cxgygga,

72 Indigg Antiggary. val XIV, p.208,
P

73 El, vol.XéV, no.1s, PP.202-097 other inscriptions
~are ibid., VII, p.99; Ibid, V, p.118, 212-13: Ibid,
XIK, ppe1B=~197 Ibid. IV, ppclﬂl, 132, 133y Ibig, VIII,

y;iﬁé, j‘hid., X-VJ.II; pp¢12.222o

74 E.T., VII, p.99: Ibigd, V, pp.1i8, 222«139 Ibié., LIK
py.iﬁulgf Ibid., 41V, pp.lal, 132, 133; Ibid., VIII,
p»1547 Ibidy WIII, p.12, 2227 Ibid., X1V, pp.202-09.
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Avatsarg Naidhruva, Bh3zadvaia, Bafhaspatva Kexikavena,
Keubike, Dheumva, Audalys. Devardta. Gautama, Altatha
| agie g. , et¢.75 '

Sri, Th gkkurs and Rauta were the most common atong
the honorifies and appellations during the yeriod under study.
These were spplied to the Brohmanas apart £rom others, ©.ge.

Rputa Xajadharavarmen Ksatrive and Riutg Jatfs arman BrEhmeng.

The Brihmenas had special homorifics like Bhatta and sidrae

_cher‘impartant appellations were - éggﬁitg, gg§§ Fe?§ita,
#vasthika, ik%itg or mgagnggkiita, Dyiveds or ﬁviveﬁ;é

| caturvedin, ?rigaghin, Sgégzé; Pr%nébégga»?7 _Tities like

Dikiﬁtg\t&naed o bevnete&itary which may squesﬁigggy trans-

formed into sub-castes which became common in'later times.’a

| Though feiriy'lgrge in mumber, as'gieaned £rom the
inscriptions, this priestly class was heterogeneous which

comprised femily priests of kings and feudatories and the

75  E.l., 1V, p,i@l, Ibid., pe.112: Ibld., pp.130-133;

ibid., Vil, PP«99=1007 Ibid., XVIII, pp.12, 13, 17, 19, .

222, 224: In ;,gn Anticuary, XIV, 9-193. etc,
76  Esle, IV,pPe111-112; I.A.,XVIII, pp.134£f,

77 According to Kielhorn those who or whose ancestors
had performed a great secrifice like the Jyotistoma
- were called Diksita and the honorific Prenscarya was
used by the royal physician. Cf. Ibid., no,ll.
Copper Plates of V.5, 1182, 1190, 1224, 1226, 1232.

78 - Ibid. The title ﬁiksitg is found to have beon used
' for at least thred generations in the Gahadavala
inscriptian of V.5, 1182 ané Ve, 1200.

16
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temple priests both receiving land grsnts and other gifté.
The latter though not given a high status in the Brahmsnas
@@mmunity gained in influence with the emergence of the

temples as wealthy lenﬁed magnates due to the land grants.

- By the early medieval period the Bgéhmgﬁgs came to be
divided in five sectinns on territorisl basis as gleaned

-‘ﬁram‘a-ﬁaetrakﬁta inscripticn79

of Govinda I1I (926 ALD.), viz,
the Sarasvata (of the region of the river Saraswati),
Kanyakubia (of Kané&j region), Utkala (of Orissa), Maithilas
(Gf north Bihar) and Zaufda (generally believed as of Bengal
region) . o |

-?h@ Brahmanas during our perioed of study enjoyed various
social, ecanomic. political, legal and religious prxvileges.gc
Almost all the inscriptions of our period found in the middle-
Gahéetic Basin méntieh immnity from taxation, full right
to treasu:eaﬁrmve and'sale eligibility to recai#e certain
gifts as the ecan@mie privilege of the Brihmanas. They vere
appointed on high posts of priests, judges and ministeréaaik
Mgghétithi spoke of the four-fold privileges of the Brahmanas

79 E'I*‘ mx:, n014‘l 11*295.
80 Kane, Pv,, QEintcg vol.Il, Pt.I, Chap.IIIg-

81 L ksmidh ra, the author of Krtyakalpataru“was the
- asandhiviar ika and ﬁantristEQ of Govindacandra

iﬁg‘ gagav.zala‘ CL. gggglz;gcgﬁikﬂgdg of rtgaa Pels Veb,
PPe41-42, vide Yadav, B.N,5,, OEDCitli £n.281, .
P90,
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wviz. religious 1natru¢tions} receiving honour in spite of
lack of learning and charecter, full right to treasure-trove
and receivihg'gifts irrespective of thelr merit. Again they
have inmnity of property and from censure and punishment

for malolent rites on proper oceaﬂions.az

Traditionally'the Ksatriyas held the second highest

rapk after the Brghmanas in the C3 urvarnys system,

The Stuéy'af the vedas, offering sacrifices snd giving
gifts - these three were enjoined on the first three varnas
by the ﬂharmasastrass83 The Brghmanas had three privileges -
teaching the vedass, officiating at sacrifices aﬁa recelving
'gifts} K§atri§as-ha& the privilege of the profession of arms
and prciectisn of the people and the vaisyas had the peculiar
priviléges of agriculture, Cattle-rearing, trade and moneye |
| 1ending§4. |

The K§aﬁriyas appeaf £0 have been divided 1nt9 two
classess viz - the gst-ksatriyas and the Kgatriyas. The
sat-Kgatriya is mentigne; in the K;rétarjuniiggs of Vatsarais
iiéthfc&ntury AD.). This may also be gleaned from the accounts

1 Idegs,p.433.

82 %Qshal, UOth 7;.
53 . Kane,. P.V;, Dgaﬁito; 931850

84 Dvijati namaedhyana mijya danani. Brahman asyadhi Kali
pravacanaye jans pratigratah. Purvesu ni yamastu
Rajvi Yodhikanl raksanani sarva bhu tanani,
Baudha Dh,3utra 1,107 Manu 1,88-90; X.75~79, Yajno.l.118«
118, V. as sys~Syadhikani Krsi vanik pasupelya Kusikani,
Cf. Gautam, X.1=3, 71507 Ap. Dh.5.11.5,10, SeB. ‘

85 Rupa Kgsatkani of vatsraje vide Yadav, B.N,S,, gg,cit..
fn. 389; 9.94. :
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" of the Arab treveller lbn-Khurda Dbe>C

who talked of the gab-Kufriya and Katariyas - which.Altqgarav

' translates as Sat~Ksatriys and Ksatriya, respectively, C.V.

_ Vai&yaes holds the former tce be the ruling K§atriyas and the

of 10th century A.D.

latter to be the agr1culturista¢

This aivision coincided with the emergence of a ruling |
landed aristocracy of the Ksatriyas claiming superior ststus
within the caste and also the mling_a:iémcsracy'_s sense of
ciean supericriéy‘and maintenance of its segragatienpsg
Perhapé this may explain the exclusion of the Gahadavalas
‘and Senas from the list of pure clans of Kﬁatriggé.go

The Gshadavilas claimed a ksatra 11neage;91

likely some of the feudatory famllies also were K§a€xiyas~

Quite

The Altgareva Brshmana allows a ksatriya to use the
. j .
peavara of his purohits and some later works allow the use of

86
87 1 ) : T'mesi ?pv318'319a
88 ;Vaidya, CoVay H;sgogz of gg aval H ggg India, vol,IlI,

Pe374.
89 Yadav, BaN.S., opecit., pa3Se
90  Ibid. (“f.£n.395), p.36,
91 E.I., IX, pp.319-28,
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both the Gotry and prgvara of the purohita by a Xgatriva -
at the t&me-of-marriége.gz The gotra of Rguty Rajyadhara-
varmen Ksatriva 93 (s said to be yatsg which hes five

praevaras, viz - Bhargsva, Syavana, Apnaven, Aurva, jamadagneéva.
‘The gotra of the feudatory chief of the Singara dynasty”
has been mentioned as ggg%iggg. |

.neﬁ. Naudigg suggests that adoption cf»traditional
ﬁréhmaﬁic gotras by non*ﬂréhmaga group was to gain sécial
prestige and the gotra héd become a useful tool of social
- mobility. But this application might have been ornamental

alsa?

6 Probably because of the wider prevalence of clan
Oxogamy among the Indian aboriginal population, the none
Brahmana communities were also divided into a varlety of
exogamous units - which are mentiane& -as Gotras or lankikas
G@tras in texts.97 Thus Gotras and Pravaras served to

accommodate newly fcrmed castes with new kin-groups and clans.,

92 KBBE& P-vin Obs Ciﬁo, pp.&%-:-i.
93  Esle, IV, pp.11l-112, "
94 Ibide, pPp.130-132.

95  Nandi, R.N., "Gotra and Social Mobility in the
Deccan + BIHC, 22nd session, Jabalpur, 1970, pp.118«24.

96 . Risley, H.H,, The Tribes and Castes of Bengal, vol.l,
: Calcutta, 1819, pp.i-Llxxi,

- 97 Agrawala, V5., Indls as Known to Panini, p.77.
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The common honorifics of the Ksatriyas aré ?hgkkurg

' and RButa which were also used by the Brahmanas end
KEYesthaﬁaga The Dharmaddstras enjoined on a ruling
Kfatriyavthe chie£ occupation of protecting cows, Brghmanas
and others, on a~K§§trizg,who was not a king, worship of
 gods and serve the Brihmanas. Gsutama prescribes for an
ordinary Ksatriys service to the king as a soldier end in

times of distress he could take to the V§iéxg v;gt;.gg

Ho substantial change appears te have occurred in the
dﬁty éné position of the Ksatriyas. Yet the emergence of(Ehe
REisputrs or Rajputs during this period is significant =
who began to amerge from 7th/8th centuries AL 109 and by
the 12th century proliferated into thirtysix clans. Though
11téraliy it measns ‘soneof the king', the term joaggtféf
Ceame to be é@glied to warrior clans and petty chiefs helding
- village who largely constituted the ruling landed aristocracylal
The appesrance and rise ¢of the Rajaputris in the Indian scene
sYnehroniseﬁ with the feudalistic tendencies anriouncing their

: impartancauiqz

98 °  Ibid.,, D.106.

99 ' Cf, Gautamg qwated in Krtyss Garyashastha Kangg
§§.254~55g

100 Vaidya, C.V., ﬁggiggal ﬁigﬁn,lndia, vol.li, Pe3.
101 Yéﬁa"a’? Biﬂ§slv _Q,E;Citsr Pe 324
102  Vaidya, CeoV., op.cit., Chap.3.
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: we'aa not £ind direct references to the conditions
- and positions Qf the véisyés and sudras from epigraphic

. o -
sources of our period and region, Hence the reliance is

mérg on the contemporary literary sources,

The early medieval period witnessed a change in the.
relative pcéiticns of the vaiéyas and.the sudras, The '
'generél accupation of ihe vgiézaslwas agricuiture. trade and

money lenmding. But the insgg were not allowed to trade in
| certain artiﬂles incluﬁing salt, wine. curd, clarified butter,
milk, lac, hide. flesh, nidigo. poison, arms and idols, 103
| _Eiﬁee the Brghamanas were also ba:ge&194 from treding in the
kaEOVe mgﬁti¢gea articles even in times of distress, this left
only the éﬁgraa to trede in these articles, What appears
from all these injunctions is that even in ﬁimes of distress
the iawet varnas could not ﬁake‘up the 6ccupation of the uppér
vornas. 105

' The distinction between the vaiéyas and the $idras got

blurred in the Qostasupta times as the didras no longer appesr
mainly as slaves, artisans amd agricultural labourers: they

106

took the place of vaifyas as cultivators, This is emply

1b3?' Cf. Krtya, Geryshasths Kenda, pp.254-55.
104 Ibid., P 210, |
105  Ibide, Pe257.
106 Sharme, R.S., Op.Cit., .17
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S o | | 108
. anrzﬁbarated'hy'tne accounts of ﬁgggg_§;§§5g3107\\and éibgggaw'

.

‘ _ The suéraﬁ were by no accaunts a homogeneous caste,

| ?heir heﬁercgeneity deriveﬁ £rom aifferent a@ctinns of the

| 'laweat rung of the sgciety likeethe agricultural labourers
_and petty peasants? artisans and craftsneﬂ, vendors. manual
workers, servants and those leleing low occupetions‘ This

109 as. revealeﬁ

”tenﬁeﬁ tc»&i?i&e them into saveral caste groups
by the acﬁtﬁmp@rary saurces - which xeldte to other :egiwns
but may help us in the face af paucity of contemperazy sou:cgs

reluting~ta.sur regian.'vf"'

The inscriptions of the early medieval period mention
sub=sections of the sudra like the artisaﬁs, eraftsmen,

 musicisns, etc.

: _ /o o
The sudras were divided into sat«éudggs and Aggtesudras

on the basis of the purity an& impurity of their profession

110

 and conduct. Anothier division was into Bhojyanna (a éﬁ&rg

whOSE'prepéfea £cmd could be partaken by Brghmanags) and =

kbhajyanna.lili Then there were Nir-va_site é@égﬁﬁ‘eiQ~ the
¢3ndalas who lived cutside the limits of a settlement,'!?

— A . :
- 107 ,?' Halters, On Yu byt ] Tr vels in I ¢ €8s
T. Rhys Davids & Bushell. London, 1904=5, vel.l,pﬁléﬁ.

1108 &aehan. 72,515;, v@l.I; p.iﬁi.

109 Yedav, a.ﬂ.s.,,gagggg.. p«38.

110 Kane, PuV., OPscit., QG;QII. Pt.I1, p.122.
111 Ibide. p.121. |

112 Ibids
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The ﬁharmaééﬁttaa speak of A:%@zajgs&is This is

314 ‘ho spoke of Arityvajas as next

corroborated by Alberuni
to the sudras. These éntyéjas who performed many services,
were eansiﬁereé.as members of certain craft er'piﬁfession -
but not avong the castes. Then there were ggmg_(ggaggi and
, c5§§§1a who were not reckoned among any caste er'guilé agnd
performed menial jobs and were considered to be illegitimate

‘mixed castes degraded as out-castes.tld

The Dharmasastra list of the Arityaias was sometimes

exyaﬁded as gleaned from tﬁe law digest5116 of our period -

the shove list of Arityaias was distinguished from the
117

The latter held as inferior to the former.

N The prae£iee of untouchablility gained in strength during |
our period, vntouéhability derived from low birth, menial

jobs, siniﬁl acté, adherence to heretical religion as sects

113 - Ibid., p.70. Rajska (washerman) carmakara {(worker in
hides), Nata (dancer), Buruda (worker in bamboo),
Kaivarta {fishermen), Meda and Bhilla, are the seven
Arityajas mentioned by atri, 199; Yama, 33,

114 Sgchan, gpscit., vol.I, p.101,

115 Ibld., pp.101-102. |

116 'Kane, P.Ve, 9ReCik., P70,

117 "ibid. Arityas Vaseyins are = Candiia; Svapace {eater

of dog's flesh), Ksatr, 3rita, Vaidehika, Magedha,
and Ayogava (Mitaksara on Yajnavalkya-I11,260).
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118

and certain physical impnr&ties. The early medieval

- period witnessed increase'iﬁ the ﬁumber of untouchables.

- The Aritysigs and Candalags continued to be regarded as
untouchables as before.iig The Dg a8 and the Lapmekara

became untouchables by the i2th century A.D, 120 The practice
of untcuchgbility-was extended to the sﬁgrgs in general and
various means of Préigééitg {purification) were 9resaribea by

the law givers 1ike Aggggﬁkg and vi jﬂggﬁﬂvafﬁa

Y3ifavalkye 122 (. » 5.100-300) refers to the term Kavestha

and the Gmpta tec@rdslzs mention the Prathamg Kayastha as

aaaisting the provincial governors and district aﬁministrations

§§§§ mentiocns the Kayachas a% & caste and “ggggxggg_gmggg

places them with the 3udg§ 124 Upto 8th century A.D, the

term Kayastha indicated official designation as gleaned from

118 Kane, P.V., £DeGife, Chap.IV,
- 119 Ipid,
ia. pp.zssz.

120 Sharms, ReSe,

121  Apararka {on Yaj. p.275); Vijnunesvara cited in Kane,
Qasgigp ¢ P 174.

122 Yajna.l, 336, cited in Yadav, B.N,S., gpecit., £n,554,p.100.
123 sircar, D.C., Sglect Inscriptions, pp.283££-324ff,

124 Kane, PV, op.cit., p.76. P .C, Sircar (Bhartiya Vidva,
- voll.X, 1949, pp.280£f) saw this crystalligation into
caste as due to the fusion of the class of serebes tnko
gagtexgsxdaexta with the tribal group known as Karanas, ;
" probably a mixed caste, But this fusion was not the
- ¢gzuse but only a steage in the formation of the Ksyastha
caste, holds B.N,S, Ya&av, fe Qlﬁigoy fn.ﬁfﬁ; Pwlﬁﬁ“
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| the epigréphic évidenCes but then onwards, we hesr of
’-K§yastha famliies lixe Yalsbha, §gg§§;4§§§22;§: Kg§§£&§a
. Vastavya or éri_‘Et a.Reg. ,;25 etc, which gradually
o aémé tc,cepnete_jat1 with charecter of caste groups. Thus
| by éarly medievsl period the Kayasthas had emerged as a
caéte group. However, &ékgmidhara,did not recognisé.the
Kayasthas as forming & se?arata caste and held them as

royal officials.126 '

The-Géha@a#éla inaariptions are not clear sbout the
term Kayastha whether it denotes a caste or a official
designation only. The Gshadevala inscriptions mention

127 ﬁhile‘athers haﬁe been

some Of the scribes as Kayasthas
termed as §§rn£§gslza

simply Thakkuras, ?®

and still others have been termed
Sometimes the scribes bear the title

125 CE, Yadav, B.N,S5,, OElC&g; fn.55%9, P«100,
126 Kritya, Rajadhsrmokanda, p.83.

127  E,I,, vol.IV, pp.103-104 (Name of the scribe is
- Srivastava Kayastha Thakkura Sri Jalhana).

128 Ibid., pp.114=-116£f, (Copper plates of V.5, 1174 V.5,
1175, which mention the scribes ss Karnika, Sri Vasudeva
and Karnika Thakkura Sri-Sghedeva, respectively).

129  Ibid., pp.107-108fE.
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'ﬁggg'xsggaggliggiag Though the Ksyasthas are mentioned as
L L . .

scribes, yet they appear to have held high posts as the
term Mgha Ksapatalika may also suggest that the Kayasthas
3 e :

emerged a3 the rivals of the older sociel aristocracy.l!

131 vYac”iav,A BelN S,, opscit., pP.53.
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POLITICAL STRUCTURE

In the recent vears the early medieval Indian politicsl
vstru¢tuté has ﬁaugﬁt the atigﬁﬁian of many historians, who
have disCussed this problem through various angles and
?ﬁféyéﬁﬁi?e&. The characterisation of this period of Indien
Lhigteﬁy as z ‘dark §ﬁfi0ﬁ’ by the eonventional historians
which &e@arﬁing te them was characterised by the 'sbsence’
of vast ﬁerfitﬁriai kingdoms after the decline of the Guptas,
has been questioned very effoctively, Now, there is no
doubt that the erstwhile 'dark period' was undergoing
- significant chéﬁges,in the various aspects cﬁ'ﬁ@ciety.l
Histcriaﬁs have come up with.éiffareﬂt rodels to explain
thas@'@haﬂégs, At gxésant there exist at lcast three
imgqrhant sﬁrueéural-mmﬁels for early medieval Indian poliey.
?hésé are£'(i3 “Indian Feudslism model”, (ii) "segmentary

state model”, (iii) "integretive polity model”.

.?iréﬁ of all'wé?%rg to conceptualise the thecretical
fremework of these models in brief and then would examine
the validity of these generalisations on the basis of our‘
‘OWﬁ stﬁéy of gﬁlitical and social structure of middle Gangotic
basin during the early medieval yariod. We will also try to
- £ind out sgma regi0na1 varisnts in the process of soclal

fragmentetions, if possible.

1 Sharma, R.S., “"Social Changes in Early Medieval Indis
- (c.AD 500«1200)"%, The First Fevraj Chanana Merorial
Lecture, 1869, '

$50s
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| The:ccnceét of Indisn feudalism envisages a gradual
brezkdown of the cemtraii§ed buresueratic stéﬁe system,
a process which led to the emergence of diverse centres
_79£fpower in the form ef’lﬁcal kingdoms and principalities
at the cost of the former. The genesis of the feuéal
polity has been sought in the ever-increasing leﬂd‘grants
,ée religious as well as seculsr suthorities with adminise
trative and judiclal rights éorrvding the guthority of
the stote and leading to the "parcellisation” of its
snvereignty.z This weskening of centralisealantbarity
through feudalisation of state apparatus led to the
creation of a class of landed intermediaries which
aliensted lah& and people from the central'dynesty. This
process of political fragmentation and deeentralisatieﬁ
QE psliticél auﬁhbriﬁy was further aggravated on account
sﬁ.the decline of iﬂtérregional trade and urban centres,
which further weskened the ecomomic structure of the state
as is reflected in the paucity of coins during this period.-
Invrecent years, however, the ‘indian faudaiism school’
itself has undergone a process of refining the conceptual
framework by conceding the limitations of the explanation

of feudal developments in terms of foreign trade, the

2 Sharma, RaS., Indgisn Feudalism, 1980, ChapPs.l.
3 Sharma, Re.S,., OpsCite, P 54€f,
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decline of which‘depended 1argely on factors external to

4 The emergence of feudal tendenciles,

the Indisn situstion,
thus, are seught”to be explained in terms of prevalence of
sharp'ﬁlaﬁs antagonism as reflected in the concapt'of
Kaliyuga. Thus the emergence of 'feudal polity' is viewed
in tefms of inherent contradictions in the society. It
would ﬁot be out of point here o note that sﬁgh a funda~
'méntél crisis in ancient ana‘medieVal Indian society has |
<bean guestioned and s kind of ‘equilibrium® is believed to
havé existed on atcount of high fertility of land and low
subsistence level ofvthé ﬁeaaaﬂts, which factorg:gkhigh
guantum éﬁ surplus available to the stste, But, the above
criticism does rniot give due attention to the evidence which
indicates that & sharp internal crisis characterised the
society of this period., This conclusion is based on a fare
fetched natioh that the 'peéasants had control over the
means of pfoduction‘fﬁom the economic viewpoint at least.

But this point has been well refuted by Prof.R.S. Sharma

in one of his recent &rticlesﬂs

A grqup of Ameriéan historians, Burton $tein$being

most prominent among them, have put forward another theory,

4 Jha, DeNe, "Early Indien Feudalism : A Historiographical
- Criticue®, Presidential Address, Section Ancient India,
Indian History Congress, Xl Sesgssion, Waltair, December
1979, ' :

5 Sharma, R.8., "How Feudal was Indisn Feudalism”,

SQQ&QL Sg;entis . X11, no.2, 1984; ppo?ﬁfﬁt

6 Stein Burton, Peasant State and society in Medieval
Inaia. 1989n .
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npanely of the segmentary state; The-theoretical framework
of this concept has bgen»aerivea‘fmom the studies of_the
~-allur, society in Eastern Africa by A.4. Southhall, an
\anthrbyalggist. The concept of ‘segmentary state' seeks

té plaae.ehe cola and Pallava polity on the ’cont;nuﬁm of
governance' bétWeen the"stateless’ tribal form of govern=
,mgnt and the uniiary states This theory conceives of a
‘multigentréa political structure formed of various "nuclest
aress of corporate institutions" which were basically self-
gcverﬁing independent and economically autonomous units

- of agrarxan arganisation.7 Though 3tein concedes that the
authority and political control was sbsolute at the centre,
. as we go towards the pariphery where 'several levels of
.subordinate feei? organised pyramidelly existed, the form
of the‘control of thevcentfe over these segments turns
inﬁc mere ritual sovereignty'—a Thus,;in other wbras,,
tne ! segmentary state’ model characterises thé south
rn&ian'polity during the éarly medievéllpericd'as pyranid-
&&lly organised segments with a strong cent:alised political .
_‘contzal at its ﬁop. the authority of which tends. to recede
in yroygrtion of the aistance of various segments from the

care and tnrns 1nto mere ritual smvereignty at the extreme .

4peripnery of the political atructure.

7 Ibide, peB.-
8  Ibids, p.274.
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But this model is not without criticism. Examining
ﬁﬁe éoncegt af"SEgmentamy state and ité_applicehility in
South Indien early medieval society; ﬁ.ﬁ, Jha in his |
recent brilliant article’ has not only questioned the

intezpretatién_aﬁVVaricua terms i.e., padu, aLtar, etc.

.but also pointed out the aggiication of iggﬁéggaeies of
this concept derived framAthe study of the political
techniques adopted by immigrant groups'ef the Allur of
Eaét Africs to the Pallgva-cola kingdoms who are believéd
to be indigemous peopleglo ' He furtﬁer shows'thet the
communities which the colas encountered were not ‘chiefless‘
and nadus consisted of different groups in hierarchical
order, contrary %o the Allur soclety, and thus nadu could
not have been social and administrative cohesive segménts
of power. Apart from these criticisms based on empirical
study, H.Kulke has raised an interesting question on the
thegreticél framework 0f the segmentary‘state by pointing
out the reiationship between ‘ritual soveseignty‘ and
diréct political contr¢1,11 ‘He maintains that with regard

to traditional Indian society, ‘ritusl soverecignty' secems

9 Validity of the Brahmana-peasant alliance and the
'segmentary state in early medieval South india,

Social Science Probings, vol.l, no.2, June 1984,
PPs270-296.
10 Ibidc; p.284.

11 "Fragmentation and Segmentation Versus Integration”
' in Studies in History, vol.lV, no.2, December 1982,
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- €0 be an integral part and sOmetimes even -paceo-maker

of politicel pawer.zg

on thé basis of the study of the process of state
formation in Orissa,Kulke presents an alternative model
called 'integrative polity' for thia;peric&, He points
out that the period of north Indian deﬂentral&éation after
- the decline of thelﬁuptas witnesses a very intensive
pzoéess of state formation on the local, sub-regional and
| regional level resulting in the emergence of various
#ndigeneus'states in different parts of Indis. He explains
the emergence of indigencus states as a result of the
process of integration at various leveis, fi.ce territorial,
cultural, etc., The regionsl traditions, gccording to Kulke,
with their vertically and horizontally integrating func#ions
'“briage the gulf between the 'high' and the ‘low’, thus
rmodifying the function of ‘ritual sovereignty'® to ‘ritusl
ﬁol#&y'.za BJ.D. Chattopadhyaya}4 draws attention towards
the'piacess of integration in political and econ@mie realﬁs.
He suggests to view the &1££ere§tial~ieVéls of foel of

powers as components of state structure which were sought

12 Ibid., Pe254. _
13 Ibide, D262

14 ¥Political Processes and Structure of Polity in
Early Medieval India s Problems and Perspective®,
Presidential Address, hncient India Section,
Iggian‘ﬁiatory Congress, 44th Session, December

- 1983, ' '
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to be integratéés The Samanta system sccording to Pﬁ@fg-
Ch&t&opaﬁhyaya‘répresented these diffused foci of "quasi~
autonomous” power. He maintains that the dominant mode in
‘the fdrmatiaﬁ-aﬁ the structure was represented in the
expaﬁsion of a linesge Into sﬁpraulacal paﬁer through
pulling military resources and other supports from other
1inaages, vhich, in turn, required a system of ranking
which reflected in the formation of ranks in the Samenta

system.
1

The disintegration and decline<c£.the imperial Guptas

~ had prauuced 2 poWer vacuum in the northern India. The

: Gurjara~9rat1hargs had succeeded in establishing their seat
of power at Kaﬁauj after the death of Barsa and controlled

a substantial portion of Bihar. The palas had entrenched
themselves in Bengal and dominsted a good portion of the
eastern Bihar; Perhaps they had no fixed capital since

most of their inscriptions were issued from J ‘askandhffvét S ,

15 Vataparvataka (madérn

viz. Pataliputra, Mudgagiri,
Va@eQVataaparvata near Patharghata in Bhagalpur district),

Rémévatils (nesr modern Gaura in the Malda district),

15 - I.84, XWII, p.304££f, lines - 27-81,
i6 JBAS, Lﬁixgvylate Las Po66ff., line=30,
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17 i8 19

Vilasapurs or,Haradhamab‘.Sahasaganda. Kéﬁéanapura
and Kapiiavaékﬁuzg Their lccation on the Ganga was a
great unifying factor in the Pala dominion. At the same
'time; these various Skandhavarasmay reflect constant shift
in the seats of power as a disintegrating factor and admie

nistraetive decentralisation typical of a feudal pclity.21

The Rasfrakitas hed thelr capital at Manyakheta or |
Malkhed, but they too issued landgrants from JayaskandhaVaras.zz
Bﬁt these Skandhavaras might have been streﬁegicaliy situated

td,suppress.tefxactory'vasSalaaEB

‘ Qhe early medieval period is mékkeé by the constant
triﬁértite struggle among the‘Fala. Pratihara and the
Rastrskutas for the control of Kanauj which had emerged
as the most important seat of power in the northerm India
after the aisintegration and decline of tne'imperial Gugtas.
Thus the middle Gangeeic basin hardly had eny political
stability duting'the early medieval period,

17  IA, X1V, 166~8; XXI-97-101; EI, 23 line 28, etc.

18  EI, XXIX, 1,6, line 26.

19 Ibid.., 7, line 24.

20 ibic., XXXI1I, 47, line 2.

21 Sharma, ReS., Indisn Feudalism (Delhi, 1980), p.87.
22 I, VII, line 32, p.13; Ibid., Xi, line 37, p.159,

23 sha;ma. ReB., pDeCit. '
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The Gghadavales emerged as sovereign power in Kanauj
after the decline of éhe Pretiharas in 1089 A.b. The Péla
Power was also on the #érge of disintegration, specially in
norih éiﬁar where the Karnatas emerged a8 an independent
- power in ﬁiﬁhila by 2«D. 1097. Thus the middle of Gangetic
basin pre&eﬁteﬁ a seene of freguented politicsl authorities
éisﬁé:ﬁeﬁ ané constantly fighting for extension of thelr

dominion and status,

-Although theysceﬂe was one of fragmented political
authérities, the generél political structure derived its
roots from thé classical Hindu political ideas as represented
by the Artﬁaaaétﬁa and the earlier~ﬁharma§éétras. Though
the early medieval period witnessed some remarkable chengeé
in the actual pelitical institutions, the law-givers of
this period voiced the same olad palitical_;deas and hardly

made any original Qﬁﬂﬁrihﬁtiﬁn024

Kings
‘ A centraliséd'hereéitar§ monarchy based on the lzw of
primogeniture and attached with divinity aé enunciated by
the Dhatmaééétraé was the normsl feature ef’Indian polity
after the later #eéiclpericﬁ. This feature continued even
during the early meﬁ1QVa1.perLoa. The various political
powers maﬁiﬁeste& such fegtures in the middle Gangetic

basin during the period under study.

24 Y‘adava Bul,5+, S
Pellds

Culture in Northern In
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The'PELa kings ﬁaed high sounding titles like

| Paramedvara Paramabhattiraka, Meharsja-ahiraja. The
»Eretiﬁgra k1ngs also assumed similar titles.zs From 10th
gehtury cnwa:as'more and wore gran&ilequént titles were

uge& by the king. The most c¢lassic éxample msy be that of
‘the Gshadavala king Govindacandre and his successors who

held titles like Paramabhaggaraka Mah%rijiahiréﬁa‘?etame§VQra
~hévapat1, Gaja?ati. Narapati, Rajairayidhipati. Vividha~

ViﬁyéévicéfaaVaébaépeti.zs

This group of titles was assumed by Visvarupa Sena
:aﬁd Surya $ena probably after Laksaman Sena’s success ageinst
the Géha@av%las.27 These titles may suggest thet the kings
had unlimited powers et least theoretically and that the
king was supreme over the lords, chiefs and princes owing
allegiance to himes Thus the idea of paramountcy together
with the enhanced dignity and pretentions of monarchs under
feudal conditions is iﬂher&nt in the assumption of such

titles-zg

25 EI, XIV, peil,

26  JASB, VI, p.108 (C.P, of Govindecandra of V,S8. 1180).
©  Three titles, aAsvapati, “Yajspati and Naragpsti, have

invited controversies, Some scholars (Ibid.,XLILI, Pt.i
(1873), p.327) hold that Gejapati and Narapati were used
by the Telingana-Karnata and Orrisa rulers respectively.
Re8, Tripathy (History of Kenauj, p.303) suggests that
these three expressions dencte three different-classes
of feudatories who had sccepted the Gahadavala sovereign-
tys Interestingly the Gshadavala feudatories used three
different designastions - Mahanayaka, Ranaka end Maharajae
The Kalsouris also used simllsar titles in the 1ith century
A.Ds But rore significant 4s the fact that the Gaheda-
valas used these titles exactly as the Kalacuris only
after the Govindacandra's victory over the Kalscuris,.

27  Niyogi, Roma, History of the Gohadzvala Dyngsty,

v - Caleuttae, 1959,
28 Yadav, B.¥.5., Qp.cite., Pelld.
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YuV§£§jgs,

Under a hereditary manaxchy based on the law of
' primogeniture with the eldest son to succeed the father,

Yuvaraje or heireapparent played an important role during

. this-period, although his preclse functions and sctivities

are not glaane&-fmom-the'inaariptignsg

The heitﬁapparent or the Yuvar@js have been mentioned
as the Ditskas or the messengers of the land-grants auzing

the Pala periodazg

A Yuvaraja aprointed ¢© a high adminis- -
trative post was called Kuméka.3° The Kumgras also gave |
counsel to the kings in connection with war; for example
Ramsp3la is said to have consulted his son Rajyapala in
canﬁéction-with the Kaivarta revolt.31 The Kumara had his -
- own Amatyas célleﬁ Kumaramatyas, distinguished from the
Kumaréhétyas ﬁere to be attached only to those princeé
assigned with gubernatorial tasks or to other princes

without any such task.3>

o

29 xh; XXX (1892)& p»253€£: EI, v, ?0243-

- Yuvaraja Rajyspala and Yuvaraje Tridbhuven Pala had
been entrusted with the duties of Dulakas, the above
Lwo 1nacriptions respectively; :

30 . Sen, B.,C,, Some
of Bendsl (Calcutta,

31 - Ibiﬁ-
32 Inia,
33 El, VIII, pp.156=56; IA, XV, PPe7=13,

1942‘.”pp.529-30o/
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The mention of the Yuvarajas -during the reign of

the Pala ktngs may suggest that the heir-apparent was chosen
during the life time of the king itself,. This was in keeping

+loons «
with the orthodox smred $£§2833x19531

/," Under the Gahadavalas also the heir*apparent.was often
‘selected during the lifetime of the king and vested with all
the roval prerogatives as is reflected from the inscriptions,
sﬁmétimés a prince, though not proclaimed Yuvaraja, was véste&
‘with all royal prérogatives-and could grant lands during his
father's lifétime as is the case with Maharzja Putié. o
Rajyapealadeva, a son of chiﬁdécanﬁéa.34 ;Intereatiagly.
the grants made by the princes were announced in their names
only and not in ﬁhe'kiag'a'n@mé'as was the case withithe

35

grants of queens,”- Mshirajaputta Jayacandra though not

actually praclaimeé a Yuvarajsa. exercised special pawers
in aéninistration‘unlika other Gahadavala princes ana granted
1&5&3:36

The GahadaVala princes haﬁ their eeparate 1nsignia

or Lahnhana on their seals which was differenﬁ from the

37

king' 5‘33810 . Prince Asphogcandradeva and Rajyapala&eva

34 EI xnx, ppa216¢~29: zma_. viiz, pp.xse—se. 5
35 m xv, pp.w:.ffz Ibid., v. ppciiﬁff. '
6 Ia, xxv. p,,.wx—-ma; E1, II, pp.358-61.

37  EL, V;II, pp.155-56. The royal seal camprised a
- figure of a Garuda above and a couch~shell below with
" the neike of the king scross the centre and the Prince's
Lgichana consisted of a couch-shell sbove and an arrow
below with the name of the Yuvaraja across the centre.
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- used this type of 1nsignia in thelr inscriptians.aa This
may suggest that separate seals for yrinces_had notzﬁgg?ve&
"dﬁring the reign of Madanapaladeva. But there is evi@ence
- of the existence of separate Lauchana for.thé»princes by
the couch~-shell énd arzaw:ﬁrawn vertically in the‘brcper
right margin of the Basahi®® and Kemeu1i® grants of
‘Maharajapuh:a Gavinaaéandra bearing his name and not of

his father,
Queens

» - The Pala inscriptions Go not mention the gqueen as
an impartabt'peraonage in the polity’which appears to be
the case with the Gahaqavgla polity. The only mention of
the term Rajni is found in the Ramganj copper plate of
Iévaraghcsa#% aquite likely a pala feu&ahqrf. The real
significance of the term cannot be assessed. .

The queen sppesrs to be an important personage in

42

the GéhadéValéApolity. Tbe Arthadastra placed the queen

in the-catégary of king's mother, commander-in-chief, Purohita,

38 Ibid,

39 Ia, XIV, pp.101=4,
40  EI, 1II, ppeaﬁanélw
41 v

= . [ 1\! eﬁi; N.G. Majﬂﬂﬂﬁrt
vol‘IAI, 145 (Rajshahi, 1929), |

42 Arthasastra. QE aciga' Vae3e
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Yuvaraja and ministers, all of whom could draw & salary

of Aa,asavgaﬁas_per annum., The Gahadavala inscriptions
endowed thg chief~-queen or pag@a-mahidevz with all royal

' prerogatives (Semasta~raja-prakriy-opeta) who granted tax-
freeo lan&s with the consent of the king,43 The gueen

could also give consent to land-grants made §y the pzinaesaéé
Some of the Géha@avﬁla quéena had their own treasury or
Bhandagdra which comprised the merriage gifts, bath and

~ toilet money from the father and income from the property
settled ét the time of marriage by the husband and such

other funds, with a Ehénéébéilka or treasurer.45

furchita:

This importent official is conspicuous by his absence
in the Pala grapts."gﬂite likely the Buddhist f£aith of the
Palés rotivated them to dispense with this bfficial, while
‘ip Ehe Gzhegsvﬁlg pc11ty he 1s an important personages
Lék§mzdhara speaks of a Briahmana of good family well versed

in the veﬂés angd whe has abne tenance, to be made a purOhita.Qs
44 EI, 11, pp.356-61,

46 Krtya, Rajadhsrmakanda, ppe164£fa.
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The duties of a Purohita are mainly religious ones, The
post of Purohita appéars to have been hereditary under the

Géhaéavélas'as gleaned from the 1nscriptions;4?

Mantri:

Pr@bably the Mantri had a highly developed status under
the Pales.ge The post aprears to have been hereditary. Partly
the adoption of hereditary principles in the appointment of
ministers and partly their weaknesé may explain the predo-~
- minance of the ?r{me-ﬁiniater during the reigns of Vigrshapala
and Néké&anyéla.ég This méy suggest that able and ambitious
miﬁistera could put an effective check to the arbitrariness
of the kings, although such influence of the ministers wasg
rather personal than constitutional. One such 1mpottant—
minister under Govindecandra Gzhadavala was Laksmidhara who
claimed to have given wonderful counsel t0 the former.
Laxsmidhara describes himself as Mantrigvara (Chief M&niétez)
and Mahasandhivijrahika. His father BhattWUHrdayadhara is

47 - E1, IV, Copper Plates of V.5, 1182, 1200, 1221, etc.

48 The Mantrin or Minister is spoken of as an

, important wheel in the administrative machinery
by the ancient Indian political thinkers, We have
insztances of many ministers of 10 to 12th centuries
who claimed to have practically framed and directed
the king's policy and were respected and obeyed by
the kings, BI, II, p.160s 1A, XVIXI, pp.62«64€£.

49 Y. Majumgar, R.C,., History of sncieng Benagl
{Calcutta, 1971}, p.306,
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also described as a Meh3sandhivigrahika® Though Laksmidhera

places the Mantr;_at the top of the list of the Amatyas, yet
'strangely the name Mantri does not appear in the Gghadavala
charter's list of officials.

- Several later Pals grants mention a ’Mantrgf as

| ﬁﬁfakasSI

Amatyas c@_Réf AruSgs 4

Under the Palas the‘AmEtyas appear to0 have formed é
cadré of high officlals, They are not mentioned alone but
are mentioned as the Rajamatyas or the Mgha Kumaramatyas.
ﬁé méntioned in the case of the Yuvarajas, the Kum3ramityas
are 8aid to have been officials Qﬁder the KumareS‘o: the
"quva:EBaS. The Rajamatyss appeatr to have been officials
under the king, since both Rajamatyas and Mahakumaraniatyas
have been mentioned separately im the Bhagalpur grantsz of
Narayana-Paladeva.

The Rajapmirusas appear to be s distinct class of

officials. This can be inferred from a Kalacuri 1nscr1ption,53

50 Krtya, Dznagkanda, pp.48,89, In the Rajadhsrmekands
' ° Lgksmidhera, following ancient law givers, enumerstes
the gualification of a Minister ss of high birth,
learned in sastras, rites and mantra, of heroic
personality and cool-headed. He gives preference to
Brahmenas and Mantas or hereditary officers (Pitr-
Pastamshsn). Ibid., Rajadharmekanda, pp.22-24.

51 1A, XV, p.304; EI, XIV, p.324.
52 Ia, XV, p.304£E,
53 BE, VIII, pp.155«56. This inscription of Kgladeva

Sodhadeva (V.5.1134) refers to two distinct classes
of officers, royal and others, The royal officials
{Rajpurusas) were certainly appointed by the king
from the gentry and the others appear to have been
selected or elected by the village-people. (Cf.Niyogi,
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which is qnité similar to the'GEhagavéla inscriptions in
technique and styles The inscriptions of the Kalacuris

and other dynasties of this perlod generally refexfed 0
the village headman as Mahattara or Mahattsma, but the
village headman, the Janapaﬁa-and villege community are

- conspicuous by their absence in the Gﬁhagavila inscriptions.
Perhaps under the Gahadavalas, the Réjagurugas wére.m@re |

_ difectly concerned with the formalities and technicalities

of a g:ants§4

The Rajan, Rajni ang Yuvaraja occurring in the
Gahadsvala inscriptlions have been taken to mean elther
| feuéatéry chiefs and théir familiesfzgf whom lived in the
royal court of provincial governers and the;rlfamilies.SS
But the occupations of the frontier regions by the Gihadavala
chiefs or feudatories does not indicste their continued stay
at the.iméeriai court and they could not have been concerned

56

with land grants ocutside their furisdiction. At the same

time quite likely it might have been a convention to refer
all grants to the three highest personalities in the central

administration;57

54 Niyogi, ﬁoﬁa, QRacit.

55  Sen, B,C., oD.Cif., De542. .
56 Niyogl, Roma, op.cdit.

57 Ibid,
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- Sengpatis

Both Palas and Géha§avélas had their own standing army,
a8 is evident from their inscription. The term Mshasenapati
occurs in almost all the Pala records among the list of

officials who. are made known of the said granes.sg

éerhaps Méhéseﬁgpati was the head of the military
department, some special officers like Kogapala in charge
of forts and Praritapala, the wardeﬁ of the marchescsg
There were separate officers under him inaharge»af\infantry.
cavalry elephants, camnels and ships which formed the divisions
o€ the arm&.ﬁg The term cakass and Bhapas perhaps dencte

*regular' and ‘'irregular! *!;recape;..M |

58 1A, XV, D.304€f: Ibid., XXI, 253ff; EL, Iv, 243, etc.
59 Ibid.

60 EI, IV, p.243. {Khalimpur Piate of Dharmapaladeva
has the compound Hasty = asva-go-mshisyzeaj~avike
adhyakse and bala dhysksa and Nankadhyeksal; Ibid.,
XX11, p.290ff, (Nalanda Plate of Dharmapaladeva)
has 'hasty-asva-ostra-balavyaprtaka and Kisora~vadava=
go-mahisya=adhikrtal IA, XXI, p.253ff, has hasty~ :
asva~ostra-bale~vyaprtaka and Kisora~-badava~gom
inihisya=aj-avik-udhya-Ksa. Thus two types of
officials are reflecteds viz, Vvaprtsita and elther .
‘adhikrta' or 'adhysksa'. Adhyaksa is perhaps a
superintendent in civil administration, C€£, R,%,

Majumdar, Bistory of Ancient Bengal, £fn.47, p.330,
61 Majumdar, R.C,, 0p.cit., p.316.
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R,C, Majumdar thiﬁks that this

important offieial was the chief officer or the Head of the

Bapartment of the War end Peacey

63 under the Falas. Strangely,

Mahasanéhivigrahika does not appear in the 1ist of officials

of the Gahadavalas but Laksmidhara, who was a minister of

Govindacandra calls himself the MphaEsandhivigrahika.

64

&ak§m§ahara appears to have been an influential minister

of Govindacandra Gshadavala., Hence the office of the

mahéséhﬁhivigréhika must have been an 1mpo:tant one, thaugh”

its absence from the regular list of officials is inexpli-

cable. However, R.3, Sharma,

65 holds that Mahasandhivigrahike

was %he_designation'af an official who had been brought into

the line of feudsl vassals like Maha-samanta and Mgharajas

a8 the prefix Msha (great or chief) would suggest. Further,

he associates this afficiél with the procedure of land grant.

However, this official haﬂ assumed foudal status an& sometimes

gave consent t¢ land grants in the absence of king.

62

63
64
65

JaSB, LXIX, 68; IA, XV, p,304ff. In the former
inscription Mahassndhivigrshika is mentioned as
the Dulaka, while in the latter one he is mentioned

‘in the regular list of officials,
_Majﬁméarc RsCs, Opacit., P.313,

Krtya, ﬁrahmacarikanda; Ps2; V.8, p.2?9.
Shé‘sﬁ'mﬁg ReSe, I;}ﬁ;ﬁ! EgﬂggliSé{io pp-.??, 178€,



The former was the in-charge of the hgcounts and

Records Department and the latter assisted the ﬁo:mereﬁs

Under the Gohadavalas too’MahékgapaEalika had similar
'fnnctiana to'carry‘out.' bak§midhera'prescéibes to quali-
ties to be possessed by the one who is to be choosen as
Akfapayalika; viz‘kncwleage of income and expea&iﬁure,
ability to read people’s charascter and ful;_infarmatidﬁ
abautvthefgraduce of the landgﬁv.‘hkgapeyalika appears to
have teken over from the Karanikes and’Kékasthas; the tésk‘

of writing grantass

Prof R.5. Sharma®® thinks that he had been brought into

from the reign of Candradeva. However,

the line of feudal vassals like the Msha-sandhivigrshike

and was largely associated with the procedure of land grant.,

_ The majar officials discussed above generally oécur,
in alﬁest sll grants of the major ruling dynasties af the
early meﬁieval period in the miédlo-Gangetic baoin. We
will naw diacusa rest of the officials.as’occurring in
the inscrigtians-of the two major dynasties in the Palas

‘and thevééha@évéias separately. We will, first of all, |

66  Majumdar, R.C., OpyCites P.315.
‘67 'Krtyao ﬁajaﬁhazmakanda, Pe26,
68 v "EI, IV, p.i15 {Grant of V,5, 1226, 1231. etc‘h .

~

_ 69 Sharma, Rn#io Mf, 9.179.
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discuss the officials mentioned in the pala inaeript&cné’o

which are ss follows:

. Rajarajenakas All charters begin with Raj»rajaﬁaka.

e

They may-éendte feudal chiefes who probebly stayed at the

7 73

court,'* Sometimes Rajanska has been.equated with Ranak

but the occurrance Of these two desighat&ons together in
one record defies this suggestion, Quite likely Rajanaka

is a corrupt form of REjanyakaa?3 

‘Rajaputras_ Indicates probebly a younger prince who was
——RET RN s '

assigned some regular duties or functions.74

Mahakartekrtikas Meaning not yet established,

ﬁghﬁﬁanhséﬁhabé&hanéka ! Meaning obscures

Mghadandsnayska s Incharge of the judicial department. He

wes also called Dharmadhikara. He could ect as the chief

Judge, general or magiatrateavsv

_ Ré}asthanéya : Regent or Vicero 16

Upsrika s He was a provincial governor. In the list Uparika

is generally preceded by the Rajasthaniys and the two together

70 EX, iV, p.249; IA, XV, D.304££: Ibid., p.253ff;
EZ" XVII; pa310ff. et

71 Majumdar, R.C., Opscit., pe312.
72 1A, XXI, Line 31, pe254e

73 Majumdar, R.Cs, OPscit.

74  Ibid., p.313. |

75  Ibides, pe325.

76  Ibid.



- , 71

probably mean a viceroy and a,gsvernor;77

ﬁagébargahika ¢ An officer essigned the duty to collect.
Tes 78

fines for ten specified kinds of crimingl offences.

Caurcddharanbka s Probably relsted to the Revenue Department

and was responcible for the cclieeﬁian of tax payabZe‘by_ﬁhe

, villeqezs for protection against thieves and rcbbers.79

Dangika, Bag@apasika or Baq@asakt& ¢ Related to the police
o 80

department. But their precise duty cannot be defined,
Gaulmbka 8 Precise significence and meaning remain highly

conjectural. It may denote an Officer ine-charge of a

military squadron caslled Gulma. But Gulma also means a

wood, fort and a police station;ax

Following the latter
 meaning Flect translates Gaulmika as Superintendent of -

Woo@8 and Forests.C? U.N, Ghoshal following Gulmadeya used

in'the &rthaéastra,in the sengse of dueé paid at the militaxy

or police stations has explained Gaulmika a8 ‘collector’ of

customs dﬁties.83

77  IbiGe, Pe326.
78 Ibid., De324.
79  Ibid., p.31d.
80 Ibid., p.31S.
81  Ibid,, p.318,
82 C1I, 111, p.246, £n.4.

83 Gho Sh&l # uﬁ 'Y CQ ibllt 1@ &1
- Hindu Revenue System, p§.246, 292, u&lcutta. 1929.
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;- ' |
Saulkika : He wasjthe collector of to0ll and custom aues,94

Ksetrapa: He was probably sn officer in-charge of land under
' 85

cultivation.

?r%ﬁtapﬁlé 3 Warden of thé-marahes.ag

Kagtayala ¢ Uf€icer in chargé of forts.67

Knhandarsksa 3 He was probably an officer of the public works

depgrtment. spéﬁially chérgea with the construction and

a8 According to Ghoshal he was a

repalrs of buildings.
military officisl.>?

Dute-Prapsanika s Belonged to the foreign department. Its

 1iteral meaning is one who sends out s messenger. But is

‘appeared to have two separste words, Duta and Praisenika,

the former meaﬁing something like a modern ambassadervéna

the latter meaning a messenger or a Special envoy sent to

a foreign court with a specific or speciel message.9° 

84 - Majumdar, R.C., Op.Cites Ps326.

85  Ibid., p.325.

86  Ibid. |
87  Inid.

88  Ibid., p.318,

89  Ghoshal, U.N., L.H.Q., XIV, p.839.

90 I*iajuméar.- aic»; OPsCite,s De 313,
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91

Gamagamik” = 3 Meaning obscure.

Abhéetvaramsna s Meaning obscure.,
92

Viseyspati i District Officer.

Bhogapati ¢ according ta'xielhotngf it means chief of the

'Bhogas* where Bhoga is perhaps equivalent to Bhuktd,

§a§tn§dhik§ta s It apparehtly means a superintendent or

-

comptroller of the Sasthanmise or Sadbhages i.e. the sixth
| oy T4

part of the produce due to the king,. _
Kbéla" Though his exact function cannot be determined hut

according to Ardhaaﬂséadhi Dictionary, on the authority of
" 95

Bhadrabahu Khols meant & spye Keilhorn suggests that its

place was taken by Presanika (messenger).96

Beliahyak§a 3 Appears to have been the incharge of 1n£antry,9?'
Tarilia ¢ He was probably the overseer of ferries, tolls and

ferests.as'

91  I.B., XV, p.304£f.

92  Ibid., p.326.

93  EI, IV, p.253, £n.6.

94 Ibid., £n.7. Cf, Mahusmrti, Chap. VII, V.131.
95 Majnmdar, ReCes Opacite., Pe314.

96  EI, IV, p.253, £n.8.

97 Majum;iar. ReCo, ORsCites Do324.

%3 EI, opscites
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Tadayuktaka - Viniyuktaka : These two might be classes

of officials called Ayuktaka. 99

nasagramika 3 Heaﬂ of ten villages.lﬁo

ViSayarVyavaha?in.z Probgbly en officlial or agent of the
101

Visaya,

Pramatr ¢ Probably an officer in charge of land surveyzoz

e Rk ik

though some take him to be s judicigl officer,

/ . - _
Sarabhanga & Meaning obscure,
Offieials enlisted the Gahadavala charters:

Bhégdégé:ika : He was the superintendent of roysl store and

as such responsible for the proper storage and distribution

103 This officisl may have been

of necessary articles,
véignifi;ant in view of thé revenue from the rural areas
aaming in kind at that time,

‘Bhisag 3 Laksmidhara calls this official as Pranscarya. He
happened to be the court physician. At the same time he was
also the incharge of public health ﬂﬁPartment-104

Naimittika 3 The roysl astrologer whose duty was to calculate

and announce auspicious moments for undertsking expeditions,

ete ‘195

99 Msjumdar, R.C., opscit. | -
100 1Ibid,

101 Ghoshal, ©BsCites Ps205.

102 Majumdar, Qp.cites, P.325.

103 Tripathi, R.®., gp.cit., p.342.

104 Ibid.

105 Ibid.
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Antahpurika ¢ Superintendent of the seraglio who looked
106

after the needs of the royal household.
Dﬁta t+ The envoys who formed a diplomatic corps responsible

for proper relations with foreign power5s1°7

Kéri@urggaﬁPattan-ékarawsthgha»sokulgahikat-Purusah t These

were foicials ine-charge of the elephants, hcrsed, towns,
mines, palice stations and cattle St&ti@ﬂScioa
Kayastha or Karanika : He was the scribe of the records or

legal documentsulog

Apart from the éfarementioned officials we have

Rajasthanlya, Uparika,Cats, Bhsta, Dandoddharanika (either

a,judicial officer as inferred from the prefix Dauda or a
police officer derived from Dahda in the sense of rod of

chastisement). Ayuktakag Niyuktaka end Pattalikailo (Stein

,11}‘

Konow translates it as the hesd of a Pattala Again

we £ind ﬁstavargika. Mshatthasasanika Daividganika, Daivajna

and Sankhaﬂhari, etc.112 Probably the last were religicus
| 113

officials™ ;" while others cannot be explained. Roma Niyogi

thinks thst Dharmadhikarana was the head of judiciary.

106  Ibid,
107  Ibid.
108  Ibids, Pp.342-343,
109  Ibid.
116 EI, IX, pp.325-327, v.22.
111 Ibid., p.320, note 2.
112 1Ibid., VII, p.97.
113' . Tripathi, R.5., gp.cit., p.344,
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The provincial sdministration in the middle Gengetic
basin during the early medieval period was mreﬁ,?*a continuicy
of the earlier structure followed by the Guptas and post=
CGupta kiﬁgs in the northern Indlas as a whole. The Gupta
empire wa;s,divmea_ into a series of well defined adminige _
trative‘nnits such as bhukti, ¥isava, mgr_xg,‘é la, Méﬂd
other minor subkdivisions esch éf which generally hed a'

number of next fellows.ﬁg— units, The Brakti and Vi?aya

were somewhst equivalent to the division and district of

the modern periocd. With Uparika and Kumaramatya coOrrese

ponding to modern commissioner and collector at the head

of the two raspectively,114

village was the lowest adminis-
trative unit snd mandalas and vithis were the 1neermeﬁie‘te\

units. PFrobably each of these units had an Adhikarana or

office of 1its own,

Unaerv the Guptas the emperor himself appointed 'Uparika

Maharaja (Divisional Commissioners). .The lstter appointed
the Kumaramatya or-Vi‘gayapati or Kyukgaka (District foicers}u
although sometimes the king also appears to have appointed

116

the Kumaramatya a8 the Visayapati, on the advice of the

114 Majumdar, RSy, ODsoite, DP.288.289,
115  EI, XV, pp.130-133, 138, 142,
116  Ibid., p.135.
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. recommendstion of the-Governor of the Bhukti. Thus, we
can infer that the province was divided into one or more
Bhuktis and each Bhukti into a number of Visayas,

Bhukti and Visaya as well as Vigaya'and'ﬁapéalé were

- sometimes used as synonymous - what s more is that a visaya
‘sometimegjénclu@eﬁ in a Mandala and sometimes itself inclﬁaea'
e, eug.'bag@abhukti has been mentioned as a mandala of the

Vardhamana bhuktiigzi The literal meaning of the term Phukti

- ' 117
is 'something intended for enjoyment. Hence as a territorial
‘§ﬂ1t Bhukti was probably meant for the enjoyment of itg |

gavernarsazls

Thaugh.VZEhi# had no clesr connotation under the Guptas
_but later it came té_denéte é‘aubudivision of a Bhukti or of
Jg.mag@ala.lig

e ————————

j?he:récor&slzevaal other suh?diyisians of mandalas as

Eha?éala,'agrtti and bhaga. Avreti was further sub-divided

“'into Chaturakes and latter into Patakas, although some grants
. refer to Chatugka;aS'aisubmdivisian of .a mandala and the |
Pataka of a bhaga.‘éThé Pgﬁaka was probabiy‘the lowest

administrative unit, definea by‘ﬂémacandra as one-half oOf
» avvillége;lag ‘

117 sircer, D.C., Select Inscriptions, pe394.

1ls snama‘.'n.s.; Indion Feudolism, P.ld.

119 "Méjumdar; R&C,, gbeoit., p;Qéd. | - B
120 . Inta.
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The Vigayspati had officials like Pustapala under

him who Kept the records of the sale or purchases of land

in the éistrict.

| The aforementioned aﬁmtnistrative structure acntinued
vduring the later and postvﬁupta period, Even under the Palas,
the same structure continued, Bhuktd remained a large
administrative unit, directly ruled by Pala kings., The
mandala denoted the territory of a samanta or vassal chief
enjayiﬁg tgrriturial antonamy.izks régards the Pals adminis-
trative divisions, theAexaet connotations of the two divisions,
viz. visaya and mandals create confusion, for gometimes the
formez’éﬁmpri&eﬂ the latter whila sometimes it was vice versa.
The Nalanda copper plate grantzzz of Devapala appears to |
indicate that mandala was a larger unit than the vigaya.
since the donee is described as the mandaladhipati and seems

123

t0 be powerful. Hiranané Saatri suggests that the mandslas

here has been used in the sense of DeSa of which Visaya was

a subedivision. However, in most cases the Pgla records

refer to mandalae 124 as a division of visaya.

121 EI, XVII (1923«24), pe3il.
122 1bidu¢ p-Biﬁg
123 Ipid.

124 Mandala appears to be meant for the enjoyment of

district officials placed over them (Sharma, ReS.,
Indian Feudaliom, p.l4)s B.N,.5. Yadav thinks that

in many cases Mandala meant more of a feudatory
circle headed by s feudal superior paying allegience
to the king or emperors and less of an adninistrative
unig of the central government (Yaasv, B.,N.S., opscit..,
Pe Z2s : :



7 .
 The term vithi’?® unich generally signifies a

market roade-vay or the like, used to be sub-divisions of

the visaya or mandala, Similarly, the term ‘Naya' seems

'to'imgly a like division. The pals records reveal other

smaller units like Khandale Avrtti and Bhaga, which were

-

units during the Guptas. Hence no change appears to have
ocourred in the division of the provineisgl administration

of the‘palaa from the Guptas.

So far as the provincial and local governments under
the Palas gre concerned, as enumerated in the list elsewhere,-

'We £ind ‘joasthgnxya. Uparike, Kumaramatya, Vigayepati snd

- gr‘émé;aati associated with the Bhukti, visava, mandala and
e e i . < C ¢

grama. Some new features were introduced, e.g. the Das
PR .

gramika (head of ten villages) which may suggest some sort
-v——-—-—““'_.-——-——‘ .

of reorganisation apparently for the revenue purposes.

| The long list of the officials in the Pala grants may
suggest that the'administration was highly buresucratised.
Though many of the officlal designations sppear to be feudal
‘ranks rather than officials as such, yet their association

with the roval administrative machiﬁery indicates a high

125 Ibid. (It is noteworthy that this charter employs
the term Nayas in the case of Rajagrha Visaya and
vithisu the case of CGaya visagya which would indicate
that in these two 50 contiquous visayas different
sube-divisions were made apparently for revenue
purpose., Cf, Hiranand Sastri, Ibid.).
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&egree of'b&réaucratisatian. Though the feudal lords
_ hadvﬁheirlawn spherés of influence and were &utonomous
to gréater eﬁtent, yet the king's control had not become
serlax during the early pala period which might characterise
the 1a£er pala period especially in North Bihar region
where the Karnates of Mithila carried cut independent
 kingdon. |

, The'Gahadavala inscriptions do not reveél much about
the provincial or local aﬁministration. But the usual
div15£bh of the empire_cantlnuaa and ves more or less like.
the other asdministrative divisions of the‘contemporafy
neighbouring kingd@mé. fhe»heaéaquarters of the visayas

were called Adhisthana or Pattena. The next administrative

unit of Pattala and village, as usual, constituted the
- lowest and the most stable unit of admiﬂistfation;

The Gahadevala inscriptions refer to an official called
visaye-adhkari Purusa®Z®

trative officer in-charge of the Visays or province in the

who appears to have been the adminise

Gahsdsvala domain, He may hawe been directly responsible
to the kings’

The Gshadavala inscriptions do not mention the officer

127

inecharge of the Pathskas. The term Pattalika has been

taken to mean as the head of s Pattala and es such a junior

administrative officer.

126 E&, RXdy, pp.193ff.
127  iIbid., IX, pp.319-28,
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‘The administration of the town was probably under

the Pag;anmgahikarieFuru§a who appears in the list of

officials in the Gshadavala grants, His precise functions
are not known. The specific and separate mention of the

runicipal officer from the Visays-adhikari puruss may

suggest that probably the Gzhadavala towns were separste
administrative units and not under the provincial and district
;admiaistrative officers. Village administration was probably

carried cut'by a Mahattama who may have been the village

headman, But the Gghadavala grants refer to Mghattaka who

may have been connected with village administration,

Compared to the Pala administration, that of the
-Gahadavélas, appesrs to be simpler in that the Géh&davgla
1ist of the officials is not as exhaustiva as that of the

PalaS;
IX1

The “amanta system is a distinct feature of the esrly

medieval pﬁlitical structure in northern Indis. Its genesis

is generally traced from the $aka~£usana polity as can be

128 129

inferred fmom the Sahi and sahanusahi. The Arthasastra

refers to Samanta a8 a neighbouring prince, but quring the

128 Sten Konow, CeIl.l., vol.1I, Pt,I, pexxvii.
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130 - and the

Kusana period the term came to connote vassal
latter meaﬁing'Characterised the aspplication of the term

from the post-Gupts pericd onwards. It denoted the conquered
 fendatories during the 6th century A.9.131 Gradqally the
appiication of’séhanta was éxtendeﬁ from defeated chiefs to

royal ofﬁicialsizz and titles of great imperial affice:s.l33

The samantas had chiefly three obligations - to pay
 annual tributes, to pay homage to the emperor in person and

render military services.lzé

Three kinds of obligations were imposed on the defeated
kings, who were apparentlf reduced to the position of the
samsnta - to become personal attendant of the king holding
" chowries, to serve as docrekeeper in the court and reciting

of suspiciocus words uttering success (jaya)g135

Another obligation of the defested simanta was to
present daughters to the emperor. We do not know from our
sources anything sbout the administrative or judicial,functioné

of the sgmentas. Perhaps certaln sociel obligations had to be

130 Yadav, B.N.S., op,cite, P.136.

131 Sircar, D.Cus Sg;gcg Inseriptions, Verse-S, p.394,

132 Sharma, R.5., Indian Feudalisin, p.20, CII, IV, p.cxli),
133 EX, 1.

134 Sharma, ReSes OpsCit.s pe2ls

135 Sharma, R.S., Ibid, pp.121-22; Cf, Harscarita, p.194.
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performed by the samantas staying in the court, like

participating in gambling, dice-playing, £lute playing,

ete, 136

The samenta system had fairly been consolidated by

the 7th century A.D. a8 can be inferred from the types of

137 viz

the samantas, enumerated by Bana - Samante, Maha-

samanta, Anuraskte-samants, Satru-samanta, Apta-sananta,

Fradhane-samanta, Prati-sémanta end Karadikrtf-samanta.

This enumeration was apparently based on the relathanship

of the samanta vis-a-vis the k&n@.

“Apta-sananta referred to those who willingly accepted

the vassalage of the over-lord. The nost trustﬂwakthy
vassals were the Pradhana-Sgmantas. But the meaning of

the Prati-Samanta is not CIearn%zs

Anurikta=-samantas were

those who were especially attached to thelr overlord.

~

A — ' .
Satru~-samantas were vanquished chiefs who rendered

4

variousz services tavthe empercr and were held in respect,

This category included the princes. Another category of

13‘5 ‘ ﬁgraWala. ‘g»st' Kad ..iL.'* £ tik Adhyavan,
' Yaronasi, 1956, pp.127-28,

Appendices 2, Pstna, 1953, S

138 Sharma, ReSe, QM?‘? Pe23s
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.the pfizicés - vassals were, Mahipalas, whé vere forced to
submit €0 the Qreétige-af the emperor and thase,who were
attracted to him out of their admiration and affection

{Emiraga} for him“g

The use of the term Thakaru or Thakkura, Rauta and

Ranas from the 9th century A.D. onwards indicstes the growth
of feudal tendencies, These terms which indicated chiefs,

- warriors or Zords in ganeral, were used mainly by the class
af ruling landed aristocrscy. These terms became honorific
titles of amsmcracy which included, apart from Ksatriya,

Brahmanas and Kayasthas alsc.

Various factors paved the way for the samanta systems
The f£irst among them was the foreign invasion and the weakening
of the central authority.' The invasions of the nomad Ephthalites
and the Hunas exposed the weakness of the décaying Gupta pover
and led to the assértian of independence by émbitions military
. commanders, and governors in the far~fluﬁg areéas. Even thé '
aboriginal tribes began to assert their in&eppnaenCEaiéa
“Although Hazsavardhan succeeded in ehecking suﬁh tendencies,

- but after his death same state of affsirs relapseds ol

139 Psgl’&wal&. V.8, H MM& P43,
140 GIIg IIi no.21, p,QZ.
141 Yadav, CRCSIj w"' p.138~
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Thus emerged small states, chiefdoms anﬁ-é #uling~aris~

"~ﬁce;acy immediately connected with land., The period from

é.éso AJD, onwards witnessed continuous struggle between
pewers contending to claim supremacy over the north India.

Thiz had two phases -~ £irst, between the Palas, ¥ratiharas

eng ﬁ5§§rakﬁtas and the second between the Cahamanas-

Candelss and the Gahadavalas. Thus feudal structure was

_encauraqeﬁ by the prevalent conditions.

The anciant traﬁlticn of ﬁigvijaya appbarently influenceﬂ

. by the ideala of ﬁharmavijaye to reinstate the ﬁefeated

princes aﬂd to acquiescevln the continuance of the laws and

customs of the vanquished pecple by the victor accelerated

- the $amanta system.142 -This appears to have become the main

. mentation of land

© adm of the conquest in course of time.

C -

The 1mpravement in agriculture. the breakaup of large
families into smailer units, with the latter‘s inability to

employ a 1arge nunber of slaves and servants ‘and- the subsequent

emergence of a,dégendent peaéantry, all largely due to frag-
i43 gave rise to feudal tendencies. The
aecline of trade and commerce and urban 1ife tended to make

the socliety increasingly agrarien - and thus encouraged -

142 "’f&fﬁéw. B,N.«Sg, Ibiﬁv‘ ?4139-
143  Yadav, B.N.5., Ipid., p.140,
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' locaiism and a comparatively closed economy. Thus the
- feudal rélatious between landed aristocrscy and the:peaaants

“and again among the ruling aristocracy found conducive
' 144

environment .
The development of thevSamanta_system_may be traced
aL@ﬁg‘tﬁé gx@wiﬁg practice of lend grants to kinémgn, warrior
chiefs and officials in the post-Gupta period. This was in
practice éight since the 4skas and gatavahenas. The law-books}??
&uting the eérly centuries of the Christian era pravideﬁ for
bestowal of land on the administrative offiéials, Although
by the 8th century A.D. the practice had‘heanma fairly common,
yet we do not £ind meny evidences of secular lend-grants as
remineration to officials and vassals. We have an inactiptioni46
of the Palas ﬁantioning payment of an officlal called ﬁ%éégré;
mika in land. Again, we have the inscriptions of Mahip§13147
which spegks of the resumption of land earlier allotted to
‘the Kaivartas. #Moreover, the officials enumerated in Péla'
grants vizg - joes. Réi?utras, ranakas rEBaré}anaka, maha
séﬁaﬂﬁas and maha-mandal3dnipati, etc. denote vassals cmﬁnected

with‘lanﬁ; some of whom may have,vsnguished chiefs and others

144 Coulborn, ?gggglégm in History, p.8.
145 Manu Smrti, VII, p.11S£€.

146 EI, IV, 00,34, 1, pe147.

147  Ibid., VII, 118-119,
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‘might have been granted land for their military service.143
- similarly, we do not f£ind many secular grants of the

Pratihgkas except a few.lég -

The prectice of sub-infeudation is not clearly evident

under the earlier Palas as can be inferred from a Pala inse

eriptiont®0

where the Msh3a-samantadhipati{ Nirayanavarman
had to request for grant of four villages to a temple but
he himself .could not grant land to the temple.  The donees

could have,aBSigﬁeﬁ a part of their revenues or land to
sub-vassals for management but it is difficult to establish.151
On the other hand, sub-infeudation is evident from the

152

Pratihara grantss Even their feudatofies practised sub-

iaf@u&ation.153 The government of the Pratiharas appears to

have been in the hands of the vessals who were kept under

154

effective control as the only official referred to in the

155

FPratihara grants are the Niyuktas. 'Thia may aslso be

‘supported by the fact that the grants of the feudatories

‘ '1rafer to mere officials than the grants of the Fratihara

kings. The GEhadavilas also had the practice of sub-

~ infeudation batn by the kings and their feudatories.zss

148 Shazna, ReSs, ppecite, Pu69,

149  CII, IV, 74, v.9; EI, XIV, p.13: lines 14=27.
150  EI, IV, no,34, lines 30-52.

151  Sharma, ReSes OPsCite, Pe74.

152 - BI, V, pa24. -

163 ibid., IX, I (Plates A&R).

154 Sharma, RS+, Op.Cite, P76,

155 - 1Ia, XV, 138€£, I, 1I, p.36.

156  Ia, AVIII, 14-19 (grant of V.S. 1166): Ibid,, XVII, 6164
V.3« 1176); EI, IV 130-33 (V.s. 1191} ; Ibid,, 310,
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157 refer to land grants

The Géhagavéla inseriptions
£0 a chief on_REjapaggi {royal fillet of Tiara) by one of
the ancestors of Govindecandra. The secular grants made
" to warrior chiefs andvrelatives often became hereditary
in léter'pericé, especially with the‘weakéning of the
céntral authority. This led to the passing off éo a
considerable extent the'gavernmental powers and priviieges
finté.the_hands 0of the land~holding military ariétecracy.
'All-this may indicate thé tendency of decentrélisatian and
emergence of pétty principalitigs anﬁ to the further growth
of‘éamanta system.lsa @ur&ﬁer these factors tenéeﬁ to limit

the areas directly administered by the central authority.

We £ind the classification of samantas in the

Apardjiteprechs on the basis of the number of villages held

pesianation | No, of Villages held
1.Mahamendalesvars 100,000 |
2.Mandalika 50,000
3.Mahasamante | 20,000

4.5amanta 10,000
Selaghu-samanta 5,000
6.Caturamsika (Frobably . 1,000

petty kings below whom
were Rajaputras)

157 EI, IV, no.l2,.
156 Yadav, B.N.S., op.cit., p.146.
159 Yadav, BeN S, M'.O pe149,
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At the top of this pyramidal structure was the lord
soverelgn, the Maharzjadhiraja. The bigger feudatories

160 A1though

were perhéps like semi-independent kings.
such hierafchy is not gléaned from the inscriptions, yet
this could have existed in some form or the other, The 
ﬁsﬁE'SEméntas figure in the 1list of the Pgala grantsgiég
We find variations in these titles in various psrts of

’ nﬁ%thern’lndiaa Thus literary and epigraphic sources
reveal an elsborste hierarchy of ruiing lgnéeé aristocracy
and a sizesble class of landed intermediaries during‘thev

. early medieval périodn

We have another constituent of the samanta system in

the Payca-mahasabda which developed in the post-Gupta period.

lts connotation is controversial but it appears t0 have had
more than one meaning., First of all, it might connote five
titles like Mah3.Kirtakekratika, Maha-Dandendyaka, Maha

- Pratihara, Maha Samanta and Maharaja. According to Kaja-

Taranginll®? it Genoted five offices - viz. Mshd Pratihira,
Maha SEndhivigrehika, Mahd Svesala, Maha Bhandigara and
Maha Sadhsna - Bhogae. Abccrding to another meaning,163 it
160  Ibid.

161 Ix, XV, p.304ffs EI, XIV, p.324; ASR,III, 124, nc.6.

_ "S¢tste in Ancient India) p.430.

163 1A, X11, p.96,
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‘stanﬁs for five musical instruments, viz - ggﬁba (horn) -
éarikha‘(ceuch); pheri (drum), jayaghaﬁ?a (bell of victory),
_and»Tamagé (Tambour) . Thus, what appears is that these five
titles or the privileges t0 use these five musical instru-
ﬁents,in'eéurt and professions meant insignia of royalty -

conferred upon loyal samantas. That the Péﬁéamahédgabda was

conferred under the Pratihares 4is gleaned from 1nscriptions»164

Thus, the samants system marked the substitution of the
bu;eaucratic elements by the feudal one in the admiristrative
structure. The king-samanta relation bssed on loyalty
replaced the hierarchy of suthority in buteaucratic sense.
This also characterised the relationship between samantas
and their subordinates went down to the level of:village

chiefs-ies

Moreover, the growlng ranks of the samantas

tended to minimize the difference between nigh military
officers and the samantaé. The bureaucratic officers of

the earlier period also edministered £he Bhukti; visaya

and han&ala gradually gave way to the somantas. This led

to the disagppearsnce of the administrative divisions like
Bhukti and vi§aya to a lérge extent bﬁ the 12th century A.D.
because now they came to mean fiefs of the samantas and hardly

- a@ministrative units of earlier times,

164  BI, IV, 443 IX, 1.1.3.
165 Yadav, B.M.S,, CPsCitss Ps160,



CHAFTER 1V

CONCLUSION

The preceding discussion which has surveyed the
social and political st?ucture as prevalling in the midgdle
Gangetic basin in early medieval period can be summed up

as folléws:

'The early medieval period was characterised by the
social and political disturbances. The disintegration of
the Gupta empire created chaps and led to the rise of petty
principalities hither and thither.

As per the social structufe. the basic principle of
four varnas (catur varnys) remained unchanged., But at the
same time it witnessed expansion and prcliferation. The
‘existing varnas split up into numerous castes and the varna
system agccomodated many new foreign and indigenous elements

into its €ola,

The Brahmana class expanded tremendously with the
méétery of different rituals and schools of learning of
vedas ﬁhichﬁis indicated by the references to titles like

Dvivedin, caturvedin, Pathaka, Tripsthin and akhas. Moreover,

the new gotres also originated from the original home of
the Brahmanas., 7This was a marked feature in the multipli-
cation of the gotras. But in spite of the proliferation
and expansion, the Brghman varna remained a closed class,.

The law books of the period incessantly advocated the

91
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exwlusiveness of the Brahmana caste and its occupations

- were not held open as ‘ipadvgtti? for the other three
varnas. ) |

The everégxowing practice of land grants to the
Brahmsnas emphssised thelr importance and supremacy in
givigé sanction to the temporal suthority. 7Thus the
'Brahma Kegtra' nexus was strengthened, The gractice of
land grants ied to}the Emergehce of the Brghmens as landed
intermediaries énd_pavaé the way for their discharging of
some secular actiVitiesa _:Since the land grénts/éérried
.aéministrative, judicial and’fiacal rights of all kinds,
the Brahmanas also emerged as feudal chiefs., One such
exampie was £hat of Mahépurahita Jagu éanmén in the kingdom
. of the Gahadavalas. He and his successors recelved ﬁany
land grants fbam their patron kings. The influence and
power of Jagu éarman must have been felt in the regions
donateé to hi@‘and his family members. Thus.the position
and status of the Brahmanas as the first éﬁong the'é¥égggg§9
was re-emphasised, The use of feudal titles like fgéégi
and '?hakku?af by the Brahmanas smacks of their feudal
stat;;_;;;;;Zmayiindicate complete feudalisation of this

class,

The occurrance of Purohitas in the list of officials

enumerated in the inscriptions of the period underlines the

importance of the Brahmanas in the administration.

!
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Unfortunately, the re¢oras of our perled do not reveal

the administrstive functions ss such of the Brehmanes,
apparently due to. the lack of space, hut for that matter.
tne inscriptions. ao not give the details of the functions
af other officials as wellg Hence the Brahmanas appear to
have been religious functionaries more than aﬁministrative

functianaries. ,

.The;Ksatriyas wné come next to the Brahmaﬁas in the
- varna hierarchy, remained as the sole politicsl authority,
although iheirveccuéations éculdrhgﬁé been taken ué by the
Brehﬁaﬁés as an ‘Kbadvktti’s ) , .

The Ksatriya ¢lass also proliferateé apparently due to
_.fdﬁtﬂrﬁ 1ike the assiwilatian of foreign and indigenous
elements in 1ts rankse The use-af gotras and pravaras by
the KSatziyas may in&xcate such assimilation and this gave

‘them a wiﬁpr social aeceptabilitya

As ger the VaiéYas, tﬁey appeér to have lost thelr
former position beceause éf several factors. For, instance
the Period 19 markeﬁ ﬁy the éecliﬁe of'treae'aﬁa comﬁa#ée
and the urban centres which drove tbem to the rural areas. .
'ﬂarc. they took to agricultute which by this time haa come
to be an occupaticn of the suaras a3 well, Thus they were

‘ degrgdeé and some of them came to acquire sudra statuS.

- A new clase i.e. Qﬁ the Kayasthas arose to the fore

anﬁ acquired eminence hecause of its aﬁministrative functions.
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-Qﬁis can be inferred'ffomgthe inscriptions of our period
referring to Kayasthas as one of the officials. The
_Ka?asthaa used feudal titles like 'Thekkura' and_'REhta’
which were also used by the Brshmanas as well as the

Ksatriyas. This may indicste their feudal status as well,

80 far as the'%ﬁdéas,are concerned, ve éee-them
'§%oliferatiﬂ§ tremendously. The law books of our period
refer to the %ﬁaras as agriculturists and not only as slaves
© or servants. At the same timé, there was an incressing |
notion of untouchability. The proliferation of the sudras
resulted into numerocus subwgastes héaed-on the.kind of
occupagions they followed. Thus, the division of labour

played s vital role in the formation of numerous sub-caétes.

Untouchabllity emerged a8 an exclusive feature during
this period. More and more social and economic dissbilities
were imposed on the éﬁa:as and the law~givers of the period

‘_enaeavoured tplmaintéin-caste exclusiveness, Thus, inter~
caste marriage was as ever abhorreﬁ, £he offsprings of which
unions were held as untouchables among ghe éﬁ&ras. Commens a-
lity and connubium vere severely restricted. Thus, though
the pasiticn‘éi*the §Udras somewhat improved by their joining
the peasantry, the practice of untouchability certainly
reflects their worsening condition. Thus, thevsaciety

presents a picture of a fully stratified one,
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r as

The political structure in the middle Gangetic basin
in esrly medieval period presents a picture of ftagmeateﬁ
political authority. The ever-incressing prectice of lande

grants to the Brahmanas and secular donees infused feudal

elémengs'in the polity. The relatives of the king and the

officials invariably carved out their sphere of influence
even during the reign of their patrons, if the latter were
weak and a?eaially during the disintegration of the central

authozritys. This was inherent in the practice of land grants.

“The foudal chiefs tended to snap off relations with the

central authority and declere themselves independent,

This may explain the emergence of petty kingdoms in the pogte
Gupta period. Moreavgr..the situation of such feudal lords
in far flung areas of the empire left them practically
autonomous powers in their respective regions. Thus the
middle Gamgetic‘baéin was practically ruled by such vassal
kings owing allegiance to different sovereign powers, Viz;
the Palas snd the Gﬁha@afélaég Such tendencles could not be
checked because the seats of various central suthorities
were always at ihe.periphery of the mid&ie Gangetid basin
1ike the Gahagavglas at Kannauj and the Palas somewhere in
Béngalu Probably the latter had no fixed capital but their

activities were more confined in the Bengal region than in

the middle Gangetic basin. Moreover, the inscriptions of

the Falas occurring in Bihar were issued from the 'Skandhavars®

 ‘camps of victory) which may suggest that the PFlas used to
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but a careful analysis of the distribution of land-grants

and the position of the samantas in respect to the areas
given to them clearly shows that in many cases the samantas
are not the indigenous or local chiefs rather they have

been imposed over those areas by the central authority through
the paraeilisation of ﬁhe admiﬁistrative and judicial rights
of the central suthority over the respectiﬁe areas. This

amply suggests a case of political fragmentation.

Thus, what is evident from the practice of land grants

~ is the clear=-cut fragmentation of political suthority through

the process o0f feudalisation where g lordevassal felaﬁi&nsﬁig
is established. Though we do not £ind any explicit mention

f the c@nﬁiﬁi&ns imposed on the samantas regarding their
duties towards the central authority, their gresénce at the
Skandhavaras at the accésieé of the grant may suggest #mplicit.
duties of reﬁéering military services to the central authority
in their reépective cspacities. Thus, on the whole, it
appears.hhat while the socio-political structure ﬂuring}
this period in the region under review does not conform to
the rodels oé}éegmentary‘ar integrative polity, it represents
a feudal éﬁructﬁre which, in the case of sociel structure}
‘refleets subordination of a lower social rank to its immeﬁiéﬁe
| higﬁei social rank, thus constituting 2 hierarchical social
order, while in the case of political structure, it represents
a iaég-vaséal nexus which is the characteristic of a feudal

'lyalitya
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tske up expeditions in this fagion to protect their
dominion, This may élso suggest th#ﬁ they could have stayed
for léﬁg in this region and retreated after giving the

- governance of the territories in the hands of some vassal
chiefs. Similar was the case with the Gehadavalas. Thus,
the middle Géngetic basin during the early ﬁedieval period
apéears to have been ruled mainly by vassalwchiefs owing

allegiance to the shove mentioned two major powers.

Thus, the existing scenario conformed to a feudal polity
in which the lord-vassal nexus is an important factor. The
concept of 'segmenﬁezy state' as given by Burton Stein cannot
be applied to analyse the situation of the middle~Gangetic
“basin during the_periaa under review because, first of ail,
the segmentary siate model hés been applied basically to a
situation where the ruling elite was an emiérant (the Allur
:society), whilé in our context the ruling elite appears to

have been indigenous.

Secondly, the concept of segmentary state seeké to plece
the p&lity.cn the ‘'continuum of govérnance' between the
'stateless tribal form of government' and the 'unitary state’.
Here in our area the soeiety had already attained the state |
character and was divided into various clagses, thtrary to
the Allur society, in our case the communities which the

central authorities like the Palas and Gahadavalas encounter, were
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cmmpgsed of different groups in hierarchical order. Thirdly,
in our czse, thére'is no evi&ence of self-governing independent
and econmomically autonomous units of ‘nuclear areas of
" corporate institutions' gs compared to the Allur‘societyc
‘The samantlsystem'has been ﬁuggéstea.to represent the
"“diffused foci of quaéiﬂsutongmnus powers®. In a segmentary
state there 18 an immitaiian of the pelitical structure of |
- the central éntﬁnrity at the differential loci of rowers.
Even we accept the samanta system to represent a diffused
“loci of Quasiﬁaatcnomaus powars, the study of the political‘
structure at this level does not cohfarm to a pyramidal
structure. _Lastly, so far as the concept of ritual hegemony
is cancernéd Hermann Kulke has pointed out the relationship
between ‘ritusl hegemony' and *direct political control'.
The segmenta#y state model takes the ritual sovereignty
or hegemony as distinct from the actual pélitical control..
The difference betﬁeen the segmentary and ‘integrative
state nodels' lies mainly in the implicetion of the eondept
of ritual sovereignty ass to whether it denotes ritual
5averei§nty ag such or a direct political control through
a royal cult, In our centeét we do not find instance of
any roval cult of that sorts

The land=grants ere also considered to be a device of

 integration through the formation of a systém of ranking to

facilitate the expansion of lineage into a suprse-~local power,
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