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INTRODUCTION



The aim of this work is to study the agrarian

| systen of Orisea in early medieval times, Attempt hae
been made to assess the nature of relationsbip among
the different classes of the society based upon the
distridbution of landed property. The possible co=
relationship with the state structure es e nscessary
fulfil.ment to the needs of this sort of economy hes

also been stressed,

Although researches have been underteken on the
regional history of Orissas from the first half of the
19th century'
the 20th century- enriching our knowledge about the

history of the period, the scholsrs heve analysed the

and it grew in volume by the beginning of

events in a general manner, Basically they dealt with
the politicel history of the perfod., Only recently
endeavour has been made to discuss the socioe~econonmie

dimensions of our period.

1 8 Andrew Stitling &s the first historien to work
on Orissan history: It wes published under the

title, *An Account Geographicsl, Statistical and
Historical of Urisse proper or tatEack? (18287, '

2. A comprehensive bibliography of works done can
be found in Das, M.N,(ed,) Orissa; A comprehensive

Bibliography of en Indien gtate, BBubandswar, 1978,
.ie?erréa go Bencelorth as OACBY.




As these suthors® have not enalysed the economy
of early medieval period in & comprehensive manner,
much remaine to be done regording the topic we ere

going to discuss.

Qur discussion centree round the issues concer-
ning the agrarien system, It is very difficult to
vanalyaa the topic in a detsiled maenner due %o lack of
space and time, Nevertheless we heve tried to raise
the mein points and attempted to anawer them as for as
poseible,

¥We have used mainly epigraphic records of our
- perlod inside and qutuide Oriesa, archeeologicel remains,

such as, temples and sculptures, excavation reports and

3. ‘Sheh, A.P,, Life in Medieval Orissa, CAD 600~
1200, VeranesY, 1970,

Das, B,S., Studies in the economic history of
Orissa, Calcutta, 1978, '

SS;gddhi, U., The Bhauma«Ksras of Orissa, Caleutts,
1 .

Das, M,N,(ed.), Sidelights on history snd culture
of Orisea (catéaeE, 196%! Téierred to hencelorth
as (SHCOY.




contemporary as well as later literature as our source

matarial.

Most of the epigraphic records of our period
have been edited by S,N, quguru“, and D.C. Sircar.s

| ' The epigraphs furnish valuable information rega~
rding administrative units, duties end power of different
officials, But they supply scettered, frogmentary and
incomplete 1nf§rmation about patterna of egriculture and
the nature of landlord-peasant-relationship. However,
thoy yleld more relieble evidence then the literary
sources of the time which are based on primsrily legen-
dary and mythical themes. The presence of roysl eeal in

many of the charters proves their authenticity.

Eschmann, Kulke and Tripsthy (ed.), The Cult of
Jeagannath and the Regionsl Tradition of Orissea,

Reth, B,K,, Culturel history of Orissa, Delhi,
1983, referrsd to Eéﬂ?d?or%%'as {CROY.

be Ra agnru~ S.N., Inscriptions of Orissa Vol,I=-IV
{195 »66‘ referraed Lo henceilo a8 )} Bhubaneswar,

De -?égcar, D.C., Salect inscriptions Vol.I, Calcutta,
: Se



Unfortunately the epigraphs often refor to an
unknown era or are dated in terms of reglonsl yoars.
This poses problems in determining the correct chronology
of the verious dynasties, As the problem of chronoclogy
is & compliceted task beyond the scope of our work we

bave accepted the generally accepied date,

Monumentel evidence ieg of use in supplying corro-
borative evidence regarding the axistence end location
- of importent centrep of the different dynastics, We
can also glean 8 picture sbout production from the items
consumed in these pleces, FPlaces like, Jaipur, Ratnagiri,
- Udayagiri«Lalitagirt complex end Kendrapara (all 4n
Cutteck District), Puri, Bhubaneswar, Praci vealley end
Daya velley, (all in Puri District), Binke snd Patna
{in Bolengir), Beud and Gandharadd (in Phulbani), and
Khijjing (in Mayurbhanj) contein most of the historical

‘manumenta of our period.

Although Orissa euffers from peucity of literary
sources in early medieval period, works like the Rama



gggggg? of Sendbya-Kersnendi, the PaVnnsQutav of Dhoyi,
the Tirthe Cintamani® of Vacaspati Misra, ere importent
in cerroﬁorating verious points, The Rame Carits des-
eribes the StataAot Orissa during the rule of Pal%king

Ramapela, The Pavanduta refers to Yeyati nagara, the

capital of "Somevemsis®., The Tirtha Cintamani gives s
description of various shrines at Bhubsnesgwar,

’ give the

Purénas, such as the Ekamrs Purana,
details of the establishment of templas and pllgrim
ccntres in Bhubaneswar, tbus adding to our knowledge of

the location of different pleces.

_ .10
Lexicons, such es the Abhidhane Cintameni by

6e Réms Caritas (ed.) by H,P, Shastri, Calcutta, 1910,
by M.M., Chakravarti, Journsl of Aeiatic

79 (ﬁﬁg, 1
Socliety of Bengel (New weriee], JASE (RS), I,
PPe 53-08, Calcutta, 1905,
8. (ed.) K. Smrititirtha, Bibliothecs India, 1912,
9 (ed,) B, Gergavetu, Cutteck, 1933,

10, In pbhidhéna- Sangraha, Vol.II {New series)1964
Vearanasl,




Hemachandra (AD 1088-1172), and works like ggnasolléaa11

by PSomebvara, III" (AD 1127-38), constitute importent
sources of information regarding different crops, crafts

and agriculture of Orissa,

The Madala Panji,'? the temple chromicle of the
Lord Jegemnath temple at Purl is based on e late tradi-
tion current amongst the temple pricsts regerding the
late Somavaréls, the Esstern Gangas aend the Suryavemsis,
Although it preserves a substratum of historicel truth,‘B
it can be uped only for cultursl history of Oriese with
caution, It's usefulness for the economic history of
the period ias »mininmal,

Foreign accounts like, the account of Huen-Tsan 3‘

- who provides interesting information on the fertility of

11 (éd.) G.K, Shrigondekar, 2 Vols, Gaekwerd Oriental
~ Series, Baroda 1926, 1939. o

12, (ed.) by A,B., Mohanty, Cuttack, 1940,
13‘ R&th, B.K.’ ngeij': ppl 1‘}1“53.

16.v Beals, buddhist records of the Weetern World,
London.




-the soll, types of crops, territorial limits of diffe-
rent units of Oriesa, et%c,, and "The Regione of the Worla®
(Eidud-al-ﬁlau‘ﬁ), which mentions geography of some places

of Orisea, are useful for our purpose, So bassing upon

these sources, we have tried to construct the agrarian

- pystem of ¢arly medieval Oriess,

Chaepter I deals with the physicsl setting of the
reglon and the historical background of the various goo=
graphicel unite, The fertility of the soil, the uee of
irrigational facilities, different crops and fruite,
agriculturel implements, the influence of outside world
upon communication net-works, important populstion
clusters, and the role of geography in state formation,
all these things, have been snalysed from different

angles,

Chapter II dincua;oa Landrights and the mode of
distribution of lended property among the various classes
in early medieval Orissen-society, The relationehip
between the ruler end the landlord, between the ruler and

15, Tr. in Russien by V..Minorsky and retransleted
in English, Oxford University Press, 1937, p. 241,



the pegiant, and between the landlord and the peasant,
which came into being with verious land-rights end claimg
over landed property hss been analysed in Chapter III,

In Chepter IV, we have tried to enswer the question,
how the State structure developed and sustained the agra-
rian system, The general discussion on feudelism hes
beeh,tcuche& upon end we have attempted to show how land
donations to secular and religious beneficiaries in en
area abounded Sy tribsls geve rise to feudal cheracte-
ristics, |

Before we discuss the above iagsues, 4t will be
useful to trace a brief outlinec of the political history
of our period,

 after the "Satlodbhsvas of Kangode (roughly, Genjem
and Puri District), Bhouma-Koras ceme ¢o rule a large
etroteh of territory-known as Tosall towerds the end of
the first belf of 8th century 4.D. ZTosali comprised
meinly the whole of the ecestsal Orissa, Bhauma-Kara era

commenced from 736 53‘16 Importent among the Bhauma«

16. Subuddhi, Y, 020@1‘.. PPe 63ff,



-Kara kings were "Sivekara deva I (c 756 4D - 790 AD),
‘#Subha~Kera deva I (o 790 = 809) AD, "Subhakeradeva IT
(809 = 829) iD, "Santikaradeva IX (¢ 836 = 839 )AD and
Dandl Mahadevi (¢ 916 AD).

¥hile rSivakeradeve I was the king who extended
Bhauma~Kara Kingdom upto Kelinga, Dandi Mehddevi, the
powerful woman ruler bed landgrants 1& northern as well
as southern Tosali to her credit., It hes been sata'?
that Subhekaradeva I bore the burnt of Restrakuts
invaeion under Govinda III around 802 AD, Devspéla of
Gouda is also said to haie exterminated the "utkala
Kula"'® when ‘Siva Kars deva IT was ruling Tosall,

-

These two invesions passed through without having
eny long~term impect but they show the strategic impore
tonce of Tosall st thet tima,19 The later Bhaume-Karas
end the early "Someveméls were contemporaries and at one

17. Altokar, A.S., The Rastrakutas end their times,
?00“3, 6967’ P;~55. 7 '

‘90 Snbiuédhi. “ng og.pit., piﬁaq
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stoge, when Bheuma«Karas were in coastsl Orissa,
Somevemais ruled parts of Western Orises, i.,e,, Daksina
Kopala, The "Bheume~Karas continued upto 940 AD when

‘Somavamais occupied this region.

‘From the Jlater years of the 9th century upto the
conquest by Codaganga deva, the Somevamsis played &
‘speétacular role both in political and cultursl spheres.
Mahésivegupta & Janamejays I, (885 - 925) AD of this
dynasty, not only wrested & part of the Bhenja dynssty
from Renobhanja end brought the entire sastern kosala
region under his control, but he also successfully re-
pulsed the kalacuri attack in the west, It was he who
encouraged brahmenas from cuteide to settle in his

20 on & large scale,

empire by making them laend donations
Yayati Mehasivagupta I (925+55 AD}, enother important
ruler of the aynéity, drbvaAaway the Bhanjas who tried
to attack the Gheume-Karae in northern Tossli snd lster
annexed the Bhauma~Kera Kingdom into thaet of the Somave«

nols, thersby uniting utkela and Deksine Kosela, While

20,  Bath, B., op.cit., p. 62.



"

Dhermarathe Mehoséivegupta II (AD 980-1000) was pouerrulz1
enough to burn Gaude of Vigreba pala II (¢ 980 AD) and
to attack Andhra country of the Vengis (e 999 AD),
8ajend§a Cola 1nr11cﬁad-a crushing defeet upon another
sémnvaqit King Indra-ratba in about AD 1020.23

Yayasi II (1021-1040 AD), also seems to be very
powerful, He strengihened Orissa within 1ts geographical
1imits procleiming himself as the Lord of Kalinga, Kangoda,
Utkels end Kosals, the four traditional divisions of
Orissaa23 |

It was Codngenge deve who finelly ousted Somavenmais
from Oriess in about ¢ 1110 AD., Bhanjas of Khinjali who
hed thedr kingdom in Baud-Phulbani ares before the foune
dation of Somavamsi kingdom became powerful enough to
prevent for a while Yayati I to occupy Bhouma~Kara
Kingdom, It weaxnaqahhanja.uho consolidsted the Bhenje

21 QHBA’; Vol. III, P 621‘1962).

22,  History snd Culture of Indien People Vol.d, p.6t.
23’ !1&3 B&ﬁ, FX.R,. ozﬁcitgg Pa 960
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Kingdcm. Other important kings of the dynasty wore
Satrubhenja, Netsabhanja I, and Silacbhenjs I, The
Bhenjas most probably supported the lest two female
rulers of Bhauma~Kara dynssty to maintain their position
in bheume~Kara throne, They appeared to have been ori-
ginslly the feudatories of the Bhsumas and the Somavamsis
a6 none of the rulers ere found in the records to have

borne the sovereign titles of the rulers of this pariod.zk

Another branch of Bbanjas also figured from the
grants in Khijjingakota. fThey probably came into promi-
nence in the first half of the 10th eentury AD, They
ruled 4in en unbroken line of succession t41l their

exitinction as ruling family ia 1949 53.35

Renabhenja ¢ 1024 AD, and Satrubbanja c¢ 1050 AD
were two powerful rulers of this dynesty, Towards the
end of the {ifth century AD, a dynasty established ite
gtronghold in Kalinge, Thaey are known as Gangas of

24,  Panigrani, K.C., History of Orisss, Cuttack, 1981,
~ pe 138, referred To henceforsh a8 (HO). -

25’ i-b‘d.. P- 139!:
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EKalinga Nagera, The beginning of the Gangs era has

been fixed as 498 5D;26 Indraverman I, Hastivarman,
Indravarmen II, Indravermen IV, Devadra Varmen, Ananta
Vermen and Devendre Varman II1 were the importent kings
of this dynesty. By the end of 6th gentury AD Indraverman

I1 was the master of entire Kalinga.

The early Gangas gave way to imperial Gengas most
probably towards the end of 9th century AD., Vajrahasta V
(AD 1038-1069), Rajo.RajoX (1069-1076) and Anentsvarmen
Codagangedeva were the famous kings of this dynesty upto
the 12¢h century.

Taking the adventage of the weakness of Somavemai
Kings Raja Rdja I occupied a portion of Southern Orisea,
But 4% was Codsgangs who occupied Orissa driving cut the
Somavamsie. The Ganga rule continued upto AD 1435, when

. 2
they were overthrown by Suryavemsi King Kapilendras deva, 7

26, For a discussion on the date of early Gangas see,

Genguly, D,K., Bistorical Geogrephy and g;na-tic
History of Orissa, referred to henceiforth as
{E@ﬁﬁ%f Calcutta, 1975, pp. 230-233.

27« Panigrahi, K.C., Op.cit., pp. 152-154,



1

Another minor dynasty which ruled over Oriesa at that
time wes the Nandes of Jayapurs who ruled roughly from
the 9th %0 the 10th century AD. Devanenda I and Dhruva-
nanda wers the important rulers of this dynasty, Tungas
of'Yaégartta-manﬂnla were powerful under Vinite tungs
(c885 4D) end later under (Gayada tuaga. Sulkis who
figured in purt of Dkenckanel District towerds the last
part of the Bth century AD, were a dynasty of recokening
under Renaetambha (c839 AD). |

Thus we have sesn that various rulers ruled in
sarly medievsl QOrissa from different territorisl units,
Where as the BhaumaeEarss and the Someveméis were the
importent ones anang'thém, the éﬁger’uinor rulers,
probably their feudatories sleo ruled conﬁeﬁppranoausly;



CHAPTER X

* THE _LAND AND THE PRODUCE *
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The study of the physical setting of a region
helps to understand, %o an apprecisble degree, the
different socio-economic processes associated with it,
Ah investigation into the cultivation techniques, crop
patterna, decision about starting new settlements, etc,,
needs the consideration of various geo-morphological

determinents, the terrsin, water, soil ete,

S0 far, little work has been done on the historiesal

1

geography of early medieval Orissa, Whatever has been

1. Relevant discussions will be found in; Sirear,
D.C., Studies in the Geography of ancient and
aadievaI indla, (DelhY, 1§7T§, PP+ 135=49, PP.171=78,
Gms“ly’ D.a., KGDQG.

fégg?, B., Dynastics of Medieval Orissa,(Colcutta,

Lew, B.C.,, Historical Geography of Ancient Indis,
Peris, pp. L27 If. '

Mujundar, R.C,, "Physicael features of Orissa”", in
Journal of incient iﬁﬁ!an Ristory (JAIHT, X,

- ? pp' .

Sahu N.K;, *History of Kosala and Somavemsis of
Utkel", in Orissa Historical Research Journal (OHRJ),

Lel, H,, "Bhanje Kings and their country" in Journal
of Bihsr Orisea Research Society (JBORS), XIV, pp.
113-1Y6,




o e i Tt

-

ORISSA
ADMINISTRATIVE MAP

26 ° 20 40 MILES
et
za © 20 40 g0 pMs

o
)
& >
<
ol
Q
v
A
Q -
J -
T p
? -
\"J
o

~

SAmBAL pUg

e ®®

BAY oF

BENGAL



16

done, aoeg,nct touch upon the relevant'agrarian issues
and hes largely confined itself $o & delineetion of
territorisl units which had different nemes in different
periods,

The entire State of Orissa, wbich extends from
17° 49" § %0 22° 34" ¥ latitude end from 81° 27" E to
870}29“ B longitude on tho castern coest of Indie today,
was not covered by eny specific name in the ancienﬁ or
éarly medieval poriods. (See Map No, 1) Some geographicsl
nemes, such e, Kalings, Toseli, Utkela, Odre and Dakshins
xobala, were current but these designeted certain parts .
of Orissa along with the other territories. It is
necepsery to exemine the extent of iheaa‘geOgraphical
unite in order to have & clear picture of Orissa in the
periocd under study.

The carliest term used for Orissa aeano'ta be

Kalinge, Ashoke and perbaps the precursor of the Meuryas,

Des, M,K,, {ed,) gn, CO.

- Mitra, R,L., Antiguities of Oriesa, 2 Vols.,
(C‘-ﬁlcutta, 18 - )o 7

‘Subbe Reo, R,, "History of Bastern Ganges of Kalings®
in Joumol of Andhre Historical Research Soclety, VI

le
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. Mehipadma_ﬁanda,z expended the Gdngetic militery power
structurs to this ares, This served as & base for
Kharevela, the chedi ruler (c 1st century AD) in later
per!od.3 Hiuen-Teang referred to this region es the
one which lay to the pouthewost of kongoda with e

b But from the elose of

mountain on 1ts northern side,
the £ifth century AD t4l) the rise of the Imperisl
Gangas in the 10th century, Kalinge denoted a restricted
area comprising presont Sriksekulam Distriet of indhra
Pradesh and perts of Genjam District of Orlasa.s (See Map
No. 2) 7Toseli end its two divieiono, i.,e., North Tosali
end South Tosali stretched from Mindapore (West Bengsl)
in the north to parts of Genjam in the South, It ie

open to question whether the river Bseitereni or the

river Mahenadl served as a boundafy line between the

24 Berua, 0ld Brauhmi Inseriptions (Celcutta, 1929)
) PPe 288 7T paae ' ’

3. 1b14,
be Beal, Buddhist Records II, pp. 207-8.
50 Gangnlyg QEQCit’ s p. ‘03
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two divislons.6 ‘Kongods of the Seilodhavas was included
in this Janagada.7 This territorial tract remained
under the Bhaume~Karas upto its inclusion within the

area of the Somavamsis,

Tﬁe coastal pleins, named as Utkala in Bhaumae
Kera and Somevamdl epigraphs seem to denote the tract
between the river kapisa (Kasai in Midnapore District)
and the Baitérani river 1n'ath and 5th centuries AD.8
The wide stretch of territory lying between Dskshine
KoBale end the coastel plains by the 9th century AD was
celled the Odrs land.(See Map No. 2). Muslim geographers
(¢ 9th=10th century AD) probably referred to it as urshin

or nrafin.9 Scholars suggest that Odra and Utkele denote

the some region in Hiuen-Tsang's account.‘o

6. 5.N. Rejaguru opéned Baitersni as the dividing
line between the two divisions of Tosall in
{Inscriptions of Oriesa (10}, I, p.152), whereas
D.C. Sircar suggests the river Mahénadi for the

seme,’
7. - Rajeguru, S.N., JBORS, XVI, p. 187,
8, Sircer, D.C., Op.cit,, P. 17hs

9 Panigrahi, K.C., op.cit., p. 577.

10,  Hieun-Tsang mentioned this country as *-che" or
Odra, referred in Ganguly, op.cit., p. .
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_ ?ortipna'of'weatern Orissa, vis, Sambalpur, 50§§ur,
Bamra, Reirekhol region waes known as Dakshina Kosala,
This elso comprised Rajpur end Bilespur Districts of
Madhya Pradesh, But the Somavamsis refer to the upper
ﬁahﬁnaﬁi delte, 1.,0,, the Sambalpur, Bolangir ares, by

the same geographical n&me.11

Between the main historicel eress of central and
western Orisea were several smaller territorisl units
like.godalﬁkaﬁuanQala (Dhankanal-%halcher area), in the
middle of the Brahmeni valley, the Kbinjeli-mendala
{Sonepur, Beud area) in the migdle of the Meshanadi valley
end the Yamegartta-mendala, in the,upper Brehmsni velley,

Asnother famous isolated territory was in Khijjenga Kotte,

at the upper Baltarani river, known through 4ts ruined
capital lKhiehing'.12 (See Mep No, 2).

These territorics were oi ther situasted in the delte
regions of the verious rivere flowing into the Bay of
Bengal or upstresme in the velleys, especially of the

t1. Banerjee, E.D., History of Orisea, pp. 210-221,

12 Referrsd in Kulke, H,, "Early state formation and
Royal legitimisation in Late Ancient Orissa®, in
ot, al. (ed,) side lights,.pp. 104-8.




ecentral Mahanadl river, S5ix rivers, euch aiﬁgubaram
nerekhs, Budhabalunga, Baitarani, Brﬁhmani, the Mahanedl
ana+§;ah1kulya, developed deltas in the coastal plain.

Even within the coastal plains whereas the middle coastel
plain have the benefit of an active delta growth, with s
high yield per unit of land, the northorn plains are

| undeg»degeleped, the southern delte paa & peculiarity of
dead level flat swrface with e higher frequency in a failures

of rain f&ll.‘a'

In eerly Medieval Orissa, the territoriel units
were &aually sepsrated from cach other by mountains or
Jungles, Lying along the cosstal region to the west s
e broken rugged country with & succession of hilly ranges,
with five valleys in betwean, which shows peninsular
choeracteristics, The river velleys and floed pleins in
Orisse lie between the 76 metrc and 153 metre contour
lines, Interspersed within the mountain renge ere the
rolling uplanis which have mostly unduleting topography.

A lerge trect of the whole area sbounded with forests,

13, Sinbha, B.N., "Morphological Regions of Oriasa"
in The Indian Geographicel Review, VI, I , (August,

19677,
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in earijer times, BEven now about 39.12% of the total
land 1s under forests, The abundence of forests had
naturally important consequences; a larger supply of
fuel and timber, large pastoral grounds snd finelly a
fevourauble lend: man ratio, making possible a large
scale of cultivetion and inducing shifting cultivation
in certein areas. More extensive forests probably conte
ributed through transpiration to marginally larger raine
fall as well, but whether the difference could ever have
been significant is questionable,

Although epigraphs of the period refer to, diffe-
rent types of lend, such as Sa arttoa&ra,’“ {varren~land),
Sajele Sthalnjsfnnrlhy lend), "Sunyaksetrem" (fallow or
cultivable noneerable land), Prastara-Ksetram-Pramukhem

(rocky-land),16 we find predominance of slluvial soil

elong the coastal sone with laterite to 1ts western
margin, black esrth in middle Brahmeni uplands end yellow

.  EI, I, p. 96. ﬂ//*?/(/

‘ 5l 1”1& .

16, 4ibid., LKX, part VII, p, 278,

—_— ,'\l I V. - - - "‘,
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earth in upper Mahanedi velleys. EHiuen-Tsang also in

bis account spesks of the fertility of the soil &n the
region of Odra end Ko#ala, attrivuting the abundancelof

~ crope end grains t0 thet reeson. Kalinga finde mention
a8 a regulerly cultiveted land. These forests and jungle
~were continuous, frults were sbundent end the climate

wae hot. Kongode had a low and moist ground but thet

was often cultivated end productive, Likewise, as regurde
the erop concentration, adherence to various crops like
paddy (Dhanye), cotton, oil-seeds and betel leaf, can be
gleoned from the epigraphs of the period. Paddy finds
mention i{n Bhaume~Karas and Gange 1nscriptionu’8 end in
MEnaollésa.19 It has been esid that during Bhauma-Kera
rule price of “six Adhskas" of husked rice was four panes

20

or cowries, Reference to weavers in our lend grents

and the description of Salmell vrikseh silk cotton

18.  Hindol plate of subhakera deve in JBORS I, p.38,
8lso & grant of land recording one-hundred measures
of paddy finds mention in the inscription of inenta-

varman, in Rajaguru S.N.,,;Q, 1I, part I, pp.163«64.
19, Menasollase, IIXI, p. 134-7 referred to 4in Yadav,B,
* HNeSe, Soclety and Culture in Northern Indis; in the
3we1fﬁ§ censury, (1973, Lllahabad), p. 258,

20, Misra, B., op.cit., p. 92.




v 23

tree,a‘ testifies cotton cultivation, Grant of three

puttis of land for the supply of casteroil to a éod,zz
pe;éetual burning of lempe in the temple provides evide
ence for oil-peeds production, The deily offering of
Lembulas 4in Krittivéaa.temp1023’corrabcratea 4ts production
by & section of people. An inseription slightly leter in
timﬁzh refers %o a plot of lend coversd with Yeve (barley)
go-dhuma (wheat) and iksu(sugar-cen¢), In modern Orissa
alpo we find rice cultivation in coestsl regions and

river valleys, pulses 1n:§;h5nad£ and:ﬁ?éhmagi doltas),
oil-pceds in Neyagerh (Puri District), on the eastern

side of the Braumanl river, sugar-cane in southern of ¢ye
Baxﬁarani, Sonepur and Thenkaenel plains, cotton 1n Brahmani
volley &and beteleleaf in Sakbhigopael (Puri Dia&riet) region25
Thege excluna, of course the crops which were introduced

2%, EL,7§IVI, P. 54 Also Rajaguru, 8,N,, in ZQ,I,
Pe {1e '

23, OHRJ, I, No. &4, p..302,

2, "?he Na gari platce of Ansngebhima devs III"
{c1231 Aﬁ) ,XXVIII' pp-235‘258-

25, Sinhe, B.N., Geography of Orissa, (New Delhi, 1981)
PP. h5‘579
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after sixteenth century in India, viz., maise, potato,

tobacco, groundnut, chilli end tomsto, 20

A fer ss the growing of fruits is concerned,

27 coconut,ze palu,zg

32

the epigrephs mention mango,
banyan,’o hel(nilva)sl and tamerind,

Of the system of agricultursl production we heve
unluckily very little information. Any description of
tools for egricultural production is not aveilable in
| the sources. Surprisingly either ploughehares or hoes
or spades bave nét g0 far been reported from any archaco-

logieal aite,s 3 The old Bengall literature reveals that,

26, Habib, Irfen, "Agrarian Bconomys: ¢1200~1500 in
et, al, od, é%;gg%5§§§%§3_§529%5§§ History of Indiae,
Vol.,I (e1200- y , New DeIhY, Pa50.

27.  EL, VIII, p, 141, Also, XII, p. 24t,

28, JAHRS, VIIX, p. 41.

29. EL, XII, p. 241,

30, J0, 11, pert I, p. 11,

31, ibid. , p. 135,

32, idvid., p. 114,

33. sahu,-Bharihi Praead, "Some fAspects of parly Orissan

Economy and Society®, Proceedings of the Bomba¥
Session of the History Congress, » PPe £.
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plough, clesver, sickle, freme ladder sticks, husking
yeadal etc. were the common agricultural 1nplements.3&
There are no grounds for supposing that they were in any
essentiel particulers different from those employed in
oerly medieval Orissa. The actual agricultursl observa«
tione were handed down among the pcéaantry from genera=
tion to genersation in the form of mexims and pithy

aayinge.Bs

Epigrahps of the period speak of the existence of
tenks (tatakes) adjecent to the fields of donees.>6
Probably those were the mejor source of artificial irri-
getion 1@ most arees, We begin to hear about canal from
the time of the Chedi ruler Kharavels. His Hatigumpha
1nscript£pn37 informs us about the existence of a

b, gaggggta, T.C., Aspscts of Bengall Society, pp.
£29-30, i V

35. She Deker Vaccene and the sayings of Khena have
been assigned to the 10th century £D£SSGn, D.C,,

Bengall Lan o and literature, p, 25. Aleo
théee sayings are still prevalent in the interior
perts of Orissa,

36' v %gé I;{ Part _I’ Ppi 27, 85, 310&». 15’&; 205, 295.
» .

37. Baruae, op.cit., p. 288 £f,
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tivasassta yeer old cenal in Kelinge ﬁégari. He hsd

it ra~dag snd extended it to bis capital, The large

- aree of waste-land, including fallow end forest, meens
 that there was little shortage of pasturage for cattle,
Perhops cattle-dung was used as manure. Although the
ancient Indians were fully acquainted with the rotation
of crapa,ss the evidence of this practice for preserving
the productivity of the scil in Orissa during our period

is 1&&1‘1&0

Agricultural strutegics might have variedvfrnm
one netural region to the other, In contrast to the
plain arcas of the e¢osstal region, the important manage~
ment deéiai;ne for sgriculture were t@fally different 4in
uplande snd the hilly areas,

The territorial units of Orissa show ocutside
influence, During the sarly centuries AD Orissa gained
strong impulses towards state formation through its
contect with the Empires of Harss and Sesanka from.the
Northern side end with the Calukyae in the South. Bven
in later times, the Palas of Bengal, the Coles of the

38( Y,ﬁ&av. B.N.S., ge.ﬁitg' Pe 257q
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South ond the Kalacuris in the West had a constant
ihtar&at in the affeirs of this region.39 411 thege
influences showed the strategic imporsance of the land
on the one had and the sttempt to pump out its rich
resources on the other, But nevertheless, *'the politice

40 yelped 4n the establishment of intras
bt

of plunder?
rogional ahd inter-reglonsl contacts.
lated thuot the exchange network through outside influence
led %o th§ diversification and the expansioﬁ of the

It can be postu-

resource buses of the various geographical localities,

S$imilarly, the influence of the littoral region,
to which & brisk maritime aetiiity has been aseribed in
the early censuries of the Christisn era“z and in late
medieval period,“B is uncertain in early medieval times,

39. Penigrabi, K.C., gp.cit., Pp« 17%&

40, The idee has been elaborated by Spencer, G.W., in
"the Politics of Plunder; The Coluas in 11th century
cggon;, Journal of hAelan Studles (JAS), 1976, pp.
405-19.,

Li. Stuin, B., Peasant State and Soclety in Medieval
South India, 1980, PPe 35k, '

42 The early ports were Tamralipti (Tamluk-Midnapore
Diet, of West Bengal), Cheli-ta-lo (Puri), Poloura-
Dentapura (Palur of Genjam) and Pithunde fnear
Kalinga pattanam), Behere, K,S,, "Maritime trade in
Ancient Criesa®, -84dse Lights ... pp. 115 £ff.

% 7 By 17¢h century ports like Hiili {in Balasore)},
Balasore, Kenike (in Balesore)}, Raipur, Harlshpur
{in Cuttack), were on the coast of Orisea, Referred
to Habib, Y., in stles of the Moghul Empire, 12B
(for Orissa).
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Sculptural representations showing boats eérrying ele~
vphanta collected from the Brahmgsvera temple, Konark
'temple end 3agannatha temple, indicate trade in elephants,
for which the title of *Gé;agati‘ {the lord of the ele~
phants) assumed by the medieval Orissan kinés was befitting.
| Eéen the discovery of Romen bulls at Sisupalgerh and
Roman coins in Mayurbhanj region shows its early contact
with outside world.'" From the Chinese writer Wang Ta~
yuan {(14¢%h century), we leain that because of the cheap-
ness of living in Orissa, nine out of ten persons going
there for trede did not like to return home, Rice,
which was the staple food of the people was sold at the
unbelievable low price of 46 baskets for one cawrie,
Chine used to receive precious stones, ivory, pepper,
betel-nuts, dfugs and fine iextile fabries for which

Kalinga was tamoua.h5

The econtinuation of non-agricultural
products along with agricultural ones have some indirect
46 ppe
non-agriculture products might bave boosted the production

- of agriculsural goods.

corroboration in epigrephic sources of our period.

4Ly,  Beher®, K.S., op.cit., p. 117.
45, Ibids - - T TR T

46! sah..A-Pu, oEtdtb’ pP. 97"1050
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Topographical and climatologicel elements certainly
shaped the potentialities of inter-action among the people
of different geographicel units, The littoral border of
the coastal plein might have éervgd as 8 route-gzonc, connee
cting Bengel with the coromandal plain. Each of the
streams of Orissa, besides providing focues of significent
population clusters, hes served to connect the uplands
with other more densely settled tracta. Political factors
too, seem %o have pinyed some part in determining the
alignment of some of the routes, The unification of Orissen
geographical tracts under the Somavamsis presumably increased
the contact between western Oriese and the people of the
coastal region, The physical condition regulates both
tﬁs agricultural production and the distribution of popula~
tion in & country until the errivel of an advanced stage
of industrialisation, Even today 23,11% of the total
population of Orisse are tribala.b7 These tribels cone
centrate in areas of high rellef and high slope, in hills
and foreote. The fertile coastal tract accounts only
15.29% of the total area, it accommodates 35,01% of ite
48

total population. b 03 there was any veriation in early

47, according to the 1971 census,
48,  sinha, B.N., The Geogrsphy «ss, P. 81,
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msdiavai Orisse, from the present state of relative
denoity of populetion, 4t might have besn owing to the
fact that some very large tracte in the sone of medium

or heavy rainfell were under the dense forest and 80
wore lightly populated, in spite of the rich horvests
aﬁ%aipe& in the clearings. Another possibility is that
the capitals bp the centres of the smell Kingdoms of our
period had mors population than other arees, Places

such as m (Jejpur in Cuttack), Dhriipurs (some
PurBeud region), Menkare on the benk cff?ivar'ﬁaneaakini,
Koddleke (Koelu in Dhenkanael), Khinjinge Kofa {Khiehing,
HMeyurbhanj ), Jayapura (Jeycpura in Dhenkensl), Suvarnapur,
ﬁ' ieima, Vinitapur (Sonepur, Binke ares of Bolengir) and

Yayati Nagar may be considered for that purpa-e.hg

Thepe centros also acted as the nerve centres of
communication in the respective amsll Kingdoms, We find
the construction of lerge structural temples, such as,
Mukt®evara Rajurani, osrahmeévera end Lingaraje tomples
at Bhubaneswar and Kopaleswara end Somesvara temples at

Bolengir (near Sonepur end Patnagarh) etc., during our

49, Ganguly, op.¢it., Pps 40-Th
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péricﬁ.50 Apart from serving as nodal points of communi-
cation, these temples also reguleted the agricultural
production, For, the offerings of food along with the
other thinge, such as incences, flowers and lamps, was &
normal feature necessory for ritual performances, The
extent of the use of non-agricultural producte 1s not
clear, FPosseibly the role of Orissa temples wes not as
importent as in the ecomomic sphere was that of the Cola
tenples of the time in ﬁam&lnad.si We a&lpo Go not know
whether all the temple sites soerved as places of pllgrimage,
Bhubaneswer is mentioned ae §§§ggg?2 in the puranas, but
there ie no clesr reference to Srikeetra (Purisa) before
tho Ganges. The pilgrimage centres might have hed the
distinction of being the centres for transection of

50, Sircar, D.C. “A note on the Geneology of the
Scmavansiaﬂ Indian Kiatorical Quarterly (IHQ),
xx, 1, 1944 ® Teter Somavemsis”,

onfd, 1, 4 t14352) pp " 289-300.
51. Stein. Bc, Poagent State eney °Eo°1t., PP+ ‘69 £f.

52. Ensink "Problems of the study of pilgrime s
in xggiw {n Indologice Tourinensia, Vol.II (1574),
PPe ' - ' o

53. Kulke, H,; hachmann, Tripathy (Ed.), The cult of

Jgfennatha and the re gioaal $radition of UrIea&.
b 3 $ ppi -
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agricultural and non-agricultural goods, But whether
thoy served as ineland~trade centres 300, needs more
information, and our scurces for this supposition are
inudequete, Here comes the role of geography in early
state formations., Although, large state siructure of

- the early medieval period thrived in the revenue-potent
arces like the Ganges Basin, Kaveri Basin, Krisbhnae
Godéverd Doab and‘Heichur Doab, other places such as
Werangel, the base of Kakatiya State and Anchilaponteka
of Calukyes of Gujret 4id not have the characteristic
of s nucleer regian.5“ It has been seld that the topo-
groephy of the small Kingdoms uhieh'aprang up in early
medieval Orisse and their spatiel distribution remained
almoot unchanged from the 6th to the 11%h and the 12th
¢entnr£ea.55 But the pgrowth of small Kingdoms was
faciliteted by the mountainous cheracter of the region,
not because of their sgricultursl potency. Archasological

remains from different sites of early Christian era

58 Chattopednyaya, B.D., "Politicel Process and
Structure of Politvy in Barly Medievel Indles
Problems of Perspective”, Presidentiel Address,
sncient Indie Section, Burdwan Session of Indien

Zistory tongrees, 3, PPe k=15,
55. Kulkﬁ, “Eiarly State Qo._”, 02.01‘0. p. 105.




»
suggest that the process of cultursl development was

simultaneous, both in the littorel districts and the
- weptern rolling'uplanas.56

The importence of e region, however, is related to
the convergence of historiesl factors and not merely %o
4te resource potentiul, After Ashoka and Khéravels, it
wes the Somavemsis who for s few generations, united
their homelend in western Orissa with the fertile delte
erea of centrsl Orissa, They had their base in a lees
fertile area in comparison to the coastel plains,
Most probably this union occurs due to the super military
mobilisation cepecity of the said rulers, The smsll
Kingdome after Khéravels were ruled mostly by petty
chieftains heving local roots and they came under the
sway of stronger dynssties like that of the Somaveméis
~only beceuse of their military power, 7The use of the
" geogrephical situstions only as en explanation of early
medieval stete formetions is quite insdequate,

The evidence that we have been able touse in this
section is suggestive in meny reaéects and seldom conclue
sive, New discoveries an&_péreeptiana are to be expected
on this aspect which will doubtless considerably enlarge

our present understanding.

56. sahu’ qu.’ OE.cit., p. 122.
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Any discusesion on agrarian structure bringe the
1andécunarnhip ipeue'to the forefront, The various rulers
“of our period granted land to vassals, officials, temples
" and ebove all to the brshmanas, which led to fragmentation
of laend in Orissa.

I+ 48 not possible to provide s statistical account
of the villages grented to the different donees because
we have no informetion regarding the total number of
endownents made over to them (See Appendix~ &), What
bhaop mude the study of land-righte more difficult is that,
guided by recent practice, modern scholsrs elways think
in terms of absolute rights in Land and ignore the possi-

bility of verying rights of various parties, besed more

fon custom then any well-establighed lau.1

It has been seid that the King's power to grant
villeges eslongwith various rights suggeste thet he was
the ultimate owner of lend. But we come across rights
of different partics over the same plece of land in our
period, Legel texts of the tims elso recognise this,

1» Sharmg, Re5., Indien Feudalism, Calcutta, 1965,
Pe 130, ' '
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Medieval India jurists conceived of property as sub-
divipible, Thus we find mention of the svetva of the
King, the svatva of the land-owner, the gvatve of the
tenant formor, and even the svatve of the mortgegee in
posseseion, thus glving ries to various cetegories of

awnerahip.a

The king may have acquired rights over the soil
a8 the representative of the community,.but he was never
conscious of it in early medieval tima:.3 The kings who
made grents in all parts of their kingdoms, always 414
go with the avowed object of securing reliéiaue merit
for themselves and for their parents, they did not do =0
for the spiritual benefit of the community or the kingdom,
Hence 1t is obvicus that lend wes being grented By them
in their {ndividuel capacity es private land-owners,

In an age in which the rulers were viewed and also funee~
$ioned to a considerable extent as private persons, royal
ownership of land could not have been conterminous with

ptate ounorébip.k

24 Derett in Bulletin of the School of Orientel and
Africen gtudles, University oi London, Vol. 2,
e Pe * '
34 Sharme, ReSe, OPsCi%e, Pe Vhbe

be Yad&‘, Bqﬁa&o, OEO‘Q‘-‘“;' P 253.
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Significaent in this context are a number of epie
graphs which reveal that, the doneés were endowed with
the rights, generslly extending, not only over lend,
but also over water and everything that existed on 1and.5
Pheir authnrity glover the paople (Prakrti) was also
mentioned in some caaaa.b The enﬂonments were gifted to
the grantees generally on a permanent basie end the
future rulers alsoc were requested not to elter these
" terms. This shows that practicslly the onnereh1§ of
land was conferred upon the grantees, It mey be noted
thet Mitaksera postulates the trensfer of proprietory
right also in connection with the landgrants, |

The rulers and their closc relstives, held gome
laended prnpérty under their direct juriediction, The
rajnis (queens) probably had their perconsl estates
partieularily under the Bhaums-Karas who could bosst of

5 JBORS, II, p. 404 (1916},
60' . 1bidn0, PP. “&27.

b Mitekeara on Yaj, I, p. 318, quoted by Yadav
BeleSs, OEQCi.to,’PQ’ 5% ’

8. .E.;I.t 111, p. 47, plate F,, II, PPe 3334,



37

six women rulers, This seems also to be true of the
réja putras one of whom wee given es dowry a texfreo
village by & high officer of Vﬁdrhhastu.g

Sometimes the queens and the mother of the king
~ granted land for religioua/purposas.1° Ferbpps they

gave eswsy the lands from thelr private estates,

Barlier texts expatiate on the merits of grants
of villages for religious purposes, but do not recommend
large scele grants for secular purposes, which is uni-
equivocally dome by the Maenesollasa, e work of the 12th
century.“ Of the land assignments mentioned herein,
we mey note the gift of desyam presumably exempt {rom
taxes, karajem, & similer gift with the obligation to
paey texes and gramajem, the gift of a village, with or
without taxes,

9._ tbidng 3‘. 11‘, p?. 9"“‘50
160 £,

&1, &L, PP.

11, Quoted by Shorma, R.S., 9p.cit., p.203,
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Oriesa in early medicval times, hae more copper-
plate land granté than Bengal and Bihnr.‘z In this
region, ministers, astrologers, riqpkan end Semantas,
ete,, were granted land on suspicious oécaaions, appare~

ntly for services rendered to their overlord.

The Sonavauai rulcr'nnhabhavagupta I (935~70 AD)
granted 13 four villages in Kosala by three 1andehartera
to his brahmena chief minister Sedharena. The Nanda
King Devanande III‘A(899 AD) grented a village in the.
Cuttack district to Yasodatta, bis Keyasthe minister of
peace and war, A copperplate of the Bhenje ruler Yasa~
bhanjs deva of EKhinjali refers to his sllotment of a
villége with all the usual rights to an astrologer
(Jyotisi) Jagadhara Sarma. Jayaebhanja, the younger brother
of the above mentioned Bhenjs King also granted another
village to the pame astr01056r¢‘5 Both chsrters are
dated in the second haelfl of the 12th century AD, The

12,  Ibid., p.
13.  EIL, III, p. 345.

he Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal (JASB),
XL, T9LL) 3, pp. 1066-8.

15. EI IVIIXI, 29, 11, pp. 19-29.
Yola., i1%, 43 end fu, 1.
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estrologer may have earned assignments from the Bhanjas
for his services in meking ealandera.: However, widoe
spread belief in astrology was a‘featuré of the early
med}gvél times, a& the rulers élao engaged astrologers
for predieting the future for them, |

The hhﬁgilan,‘é literally the protectors of the
oarth were notified in some lend gfantn under the Bhaonjas
of khijjinga towards the end of the tenth cantury.17
Perhaps they were feudetories as the daaﬁgnatien looks
like a feudatory rank.

The terms bhogl oceurs frequently in the Bheumee
Kera end Bhanjs chertara.’s The literal meaning of the
torm suggests that the bhogl did not bave to pay any
revenues for the lend held Ly him. Under o Somavemsi
ruler’” the bhogie formed a group known s bhogl jana,

16,  Indian intiquity (Ia), XVIII, pp. 173=74.
17.  JBORS,IV, p. 176 (1918).

18, B, I, 57, 1, p. 16,

19,  I8Q, XXXV, 2 (1959).



A village hesdman appears as brhad-bhogl in Bhauma-

kars granta,2°

@ bhogd,

He probably enjoyed more villeges then

The renekes were another group of landholders,
The Somavamei ruler Mahabhave gupta II (1000-15) granted
a village to ranaks Racco, the grandsom of a bhaf“
brahmans who had emigrated from Sravasti mnndala.21

) ‘ ' ' W

Some ranakes were assigned more then one village
ap cen be inferred from & cherter through which a renska
under VaJrahaata22($038-70) rogranted & village,

One mshasamante Vatt323 son of Semanta Mﬂndizb

finds mention in Bhanja records, to thom, the two succe~
ssive Bhanja rulers of Khijjinga alloted villages,
Although we have no epigraphic records to show that the

Sementas were endowed with lend, their later position

20,  Ibid., XXI, p. 221, II, pp. 27~40 (1945).
21.  BI, III, 47, P1.F. I1, pp. 28-h2.

22,  BI, III, 31, p. 222,

23,  JasB, XL, 3, pp. 166-8.

24, Ibid., p. 168.
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a8 importent land-owning elements in Orissa seems %o
beve developed out of their epnjoyment of service grents

in early modieval period,

Sometimes the rina;aa wore influentisl enough to
preveil upon their averiord:‘to grant lands, Sivekers
II1, 2 Bhauma~kars xxngzsiqss AD), doneted a village for
the worsbip of Budha-Bhattaraka at the request of yanaks
Vinita tunge, Similerly a certain Pulinde raja, probably
a tribal ehieftain,zé requested another Bhauma~kara king
‘Subbakera II %o grent a villsge for the god Vidyaenetha
Bhattarska. The bhupala, bhogi, brhad-bhogi, Sdmanta,

MNabapamants and raneke, all appear to be different

categories of vassels in Orissa,

The service grants of the Genge rulers soem %o
have been made to Nayekes, According to a charter?’
issued 4in the year 526 of the Ganga ers under Madhue-

kemarnava three¢ villeges were formed inte a Veleya~

25.  Misre, B., Op.cit., Pps 40-50.
26,  JBORS, XVI, pp. 69-83 (1930).

27,  Madres Report on kpigrapby (MAE), 1918-19,
’ Appen » Po D
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agrahera eand granted to certain Eraspa, Nayek of the
Vatiya.canta.27 Naysk, literally the Chief, seems to
be a niliﬁény functionary as wes the case in later
times under the Kings of vsjayanagara.za But the
significance of the Vaiéya=agrahira is not indiceted
in the epigrephs., Perhaps Nayske mentioned here was
the chief of the Valsyas. But no definite conclusion
can be made due to lack of information.

The brohmans dohees far outnumbered the secular
assignees in our period. Rulers of all dynsstiee such
a8 the Bhauma-keras, Tungas, the Bhanjas, the Somavamsis
and the Gangas, granted land to the brahmanas,

Generally individual brahmenee were granted land
.but sometimes the number of beneficiaries ranged from
two to two-hundred, A Bheuma-kara king of 8th century
29
AD

cne unit, %o two-hundred brahmenas, The Tunge ruler

granted two villages, after combining these into

2&., Stﬁm, Bq, 02061%.’ PP- 399"&020

29,  Neulpur grant of Subbakaradeva, Misre, B.,
, Opecibe, Po ke
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Gayade Punga gifted awsy the proauctiia lend of a
villege to eieven bréiungas in one eanaBo end in another
he distributed a villags among three brihnagaa.3‘ As
the villeges are ldentified in the present Dhenkanel
District of Qrisaa,32 they were ﬁrobably grented in the
tribal areas, cxéaptiug the last mentioned which seems

to have been in the nsttled,area‘33

{ The Ganga rulers granted the lergest number of
villages to the.brihnagan. It wee quite netural in
view of the large axteﬂt of the Ganga State and its
long duration in Orisss, However, we see that one
'Samente Varment> granted a village to rcurhbréhnagaa
in tho District of Degh pancali, Similarly Gange king
Indrevarmen donated a villaege to the brehmana residents

of Andorakagrahara.’s

30. JASB (NS), V, pp. 347-50{1909).

310 g. xn, p. "}2‘

32, | Although tho places are not définitely identified,
they were in the Dhenkenal Diet. as the findin%s
spot ie Talcher, U. Subudhi, op.cit,, pp. 86 ff,

33,  Intd, | |

3 10, II part I, pp. 10-11, EI, XXVII, p. 216.

- 35. BI, iIVII, pp. 39-40, XXX, part X, pp., 37-42.

-
/



Again records of nevendrnvar-an36raf¢r to the
grant of a village to three brahmanas, |

fhe instances quoted above show that brahmane
beneficieries were far greater in number then the

secular-ones in Orissa,

Epigraphic records of landgrants to temples are
glso not inconsiderable, Lodhia pletes of the Somevamsi
king Mahasivegupta Réjadeva37 mentions the gift of the
‘villoge Veldyapradrake for the worship of god 'Siva
Isencovaras with music, dance and feeding of devotees,

An inacriptlcn)a of Genga ruler Vejrahaste (936 AD)

states thet certain lends, elongwith twenty four she-
buffaloes were grented to the Vatesvara end Vireevars
gods, Anantavarman Codagengedeva gave away villages

39

for the worship of goddess Bhegavati”™” and for the

maintenance of & perpetual lamp in the shrine of

Krittiviss,**

36,  Ibid., pp. 214~16, JAHRS, II, Part IT, pp. 146-%7.
37.  Xvid,, Part VII, pp. 323~24,

38,  JAHRS, VI, Nos. 3~4, p. 202,

39. Ibid., VII, No. 2, p. 26.

L0 OHRJ, I, No. 2, p. 7 (1952),
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In some cases, the Quaana and king's mother
gifted land for religious purposes, Mshadevi Vijaya,
the queen of Ranabhaiijm geve sway lends for the worship
of Vijayesvara Sive, The queens of Nettabhanja deva"z
donated & village to 14 brahmenas., The mother of the
~ -Somavemei king Mahasivagupta constructed a separete
temple of Heri at Sripura and doneted a number of villae
ges to vedic brehmanas engeged in the worship of the
detty.*? Many euch instences of donations to the temples

may be furnished,

Although entire villeges or groups of villages
wore often doneted, it was no leas usual to allot areas
of & much smaller extent, such as parts of a villege,

- or plots of land, The Bhanja ruler Nettabhanje gave
eway e piece of lend (Ehenda Keetra) in Khinjell m"b
to a brahmeae. )

41, BI, XX, pp. 100 £f.

L2, OBRJ, I, No. 4, P. 269.

43«  EI, XXVII, Pert VII, p. 321,
4hs  JBORS, XK, o 100 (1934).



46

The Narasimhapalli grants of Garge king Harti-
varman stete the aseignment of only six helag of lend

to god Néiﬁyana.“s

S0 we have meen thot land was given ewsy to
ﬁaaaala, officiels, temples ond the bréhmenas. Apart
from the donated villages, there must have been other
villages, where the land owners were to furnish a pert
of the produce as the royal shares In those ones, it
may be aasaﬁad that peasants held land-bholdings tilling
them directly or indirectly, paying-off revenues to the
raler. |

In order to know the pattern of land distribution,
it 18 esaential to diechaa various rightes of donees, the
eystem of land tenure and land-measurement asnd the procce
‘dures which were followed in land denotions,

To begin with, the donees excercised various rights
on the basis of lend ehaétsra granted %o them, They werse
generally endowed with tax-free villages without aay
restraint (gSekale-bedhi-virodha-sdi-rahits).

1&59 i!g’ II’ I’ati I, pw 15‘ ’
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The dues granted to the donee along with land included
fines, taxes, nidhi;uganidhi, etc.

A Somavamsi record of the 10th century ﬁnaé

mentions
the grant of e villege with dassparadhe, which means rights
to the proceeds of the fines imposed for the commission of

offences, together with all revenues such as bhoga, bhaga,

kare, hiranya, upari~kera, nidhg,.gpanidhi, ete, We find

that righte generally extended not only over lend but
also everything that existed on it, The Dhenkanal plete
~of the Sulki ruler Kulestambhe devak7 rofers to the grant
of a villege togéthsr with lend, water, forest ete,
within 4%s boundariss, !aaobhéﬁjadcva‘of Khiﬂ}aliks

grented e tax-free village celled Patikomyena, with its

trees, crecpers, thickets and forest (aranya).

Some fiscal righte, appropriste to forest areas
£ina mention in Somevamsi charters, Somavembi ruler Mehs-
‘sivagupta IV who ruled over Western Orissa in the beginning

46, m; L%, P. 242 (19“&}0
48,  BI, XVIIX, No. 29, Pp. 298-99.
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of 11th century An,“g conferred villages along with the
fight of killing snskes (éhidanﬁ) end elephants (ggggiy
denda), @hf present grggt carried rights to all future
taxes (bhavisyata kera). In a like manner, the later
Somavemei king Somesvaradeva essigned plots of land
(Kkbenda Keetra), belonging to two villeges, with the
risht; of enjoyment of ivory (hasti-dqnta), tiger-skin
(Vgaghra~Carms) verious enimels (pand-vana-cara) as well
a8 different trees such as tamarind and pslmyrs elong=.
with forests.”'

One of the striking features of landgrants made
.by donors in settled areas was the trensfor of not only
village with various kinds of dues but also with weavers
{tentuvays), brewers (Saundika), cowsherds (go-kute)
and other subjects (Prakrtikah), es the Dhenkanel grant
of Tribhuvena mehadevi 1nd£¢ataa.52

other categories of artisans and peasants are covered

Possibly the various

by the term Prakrti, which stends for the genersl gnnabi-
Sents of the yillage.>’

t&gt JBORS,XVII. ppﬁ 17.’8' PP» 29*‘}90

50. Ibid., 11, pp. 37-49.

51, Bl, XXVIIXI, Part VII, p. 327, 11, pp. 3-8,

52,  JBORS, 11, Pp. 426+27.
53. Sharma, R.S5., op.eit., P. 234.
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This practice wee followed not only by the Bheume-
kara rulers, but aleo by their feudstories, the Bhanjassk
~and %he ﬁuﬁgas.ss A similer provision occurs in some
twolfith century cendella inseriptions which transfer
56 But in

Orissa this practice prevalled on a far wider scale and

artissne, peasants and traders to the donees,

for a longer periocd of time,

By the beginning of the 11th century when the
Agni-purana wes finslly complied, the system of trane-
ferring peasante along with the land, received the sanction
of the complier of this purana. It recommends that villages
with agriculsurel peasents (Khetuka) should be transferred
to the brshmenes., It aleo advises that temples and mathas
should be provided with land aﬁﬁ slaves and givan facili-

tios for dasnce and nuaic;57

S0 we notice the verious instences which state
that the dances enjoyed not only fiscel rights, but also

5ke  JBORS, XVI, pp. 81~83 (1930), Bi, xxxx, pp. 8586,
4 s LI, p. 221 {1945).

55 EI, XXV, Ko, 14, PL. 11, pp. 12-20,
56..  Ibia,, XX, Ro. 14, B, Plates, 1.19.
57Q V".de Sham' HQSQ, thcit.’ pc 23‘.
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customery communal rights in land, such as rights over
vcrées, forests, animels, ete, This development however
was not tjpicél of Oriaéa, the tranefer of sll egrariean
rights enjoyéd by the vlllagéré_waa e usual feature in

‘tho medieval grante of Northern India?a

Although our knowledge of the system of lend
‘tenure during darly medieval Orissa is vague and incom-
plete, we con throw some light on thie subject {rom the

scattored reoferences in our epigraphs, Certain forms

of lend~tenure such as nivi-ﬂharaa ak:aya-nivi#dharua

end bhumicidra pidhénanydye, prevailed in case of

religious grants,

The Hindol pletes of 'Subhekaradeva state thet
‘8 villaege nemed Noddilo was granted 4n accordence with
the maxim of gﬁgjésg Scholers differ on the interpretas
tion of ﬁhe term nivi;dharma. Wherease K, P, Jayasualéo
opines that the nivi of the epigraphs should be translated

es a despatch, or record and‘ak|[p~n1vf as & permanent

58  Xbidg, p. 235,
59«  JBORS, XVI, p. 81.

60. I, 1918, p. 51.
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61 »
document, others like Basak explain 1t ae the fixed
capital, 'muledravya! or 'muladhana', taking the use of
the word nivi fram,Anarakésaéz and from Abhidhane Cintae

ggg;hot ﬂaﬂachnndra;éaf The latter view seems to be more
acceptable than the former one, Hence, to grant lend
according to nivigharmas, 1s to give it as a perpetual
~endowment, The donee can only enjoy the endowment,

without transferring it to any bocy.6b

aksays nivi-dhorss cen better be tekon as an exten-
sion of the form nivi-dharms, adding more emphasis to the
permanency of the endowment by the word akesya before 1t,
~ The lende, gifted according to this principle of akeaya~
nivi was 4n no circumstances to be destroyed or diminie
shed,65 Perbaps tho endnumanxnéﬁ made according to the
above type of land tenures carry with them only usu=-
fructuary rights and not proprietory rights.,

61, Ibia, |
62. Amara. 9, 80, p. 218,
63+ Heme, IIX, 533 end 337.

T Meity, 5.K,, Economic Life in Northern Indie in
W riod, AD J00<500, ﬁ"" DeIhT, 1970,
PP =27

65, Ibid., Ps 39
66. ‘E-.I‘. BVIII, ?ﬂ!‘t VII' pQ 331.
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The tem bhulioeehidrigiahivaunxiZa appears as
a typical word in Orissa during our period, It ocecurs

in the epigrsphs of the Shauma~keras and the Gangas.

Phe inscripvions of other regions mentions the

term bhumiéchidraanxﬁza which indicated a custom according
to which @ person who brought a piece of fellow or jungle
lend under cultivation for the first time was allowed to

enjﬂy 1‘ 88 a ren‘kwfrea holdmg.67

Perbaps bhumi-cchidra-pidhane-nyiya 1s seme as

the bhumi-cchidre-nysye as D.C. Sircer opines.68 As
regards its applications, the mexim clearly indicates
pormanent lond tenureship end the property endowed undor
this rule is freely handed over from generation to geno-
ration, tben preceded by the expression alekhoni-prave-
ggggzgég(nn spployment of pen), this principle of lend-
tenure scems %o have further stipuleted that the land

67. D.C. Sircar in EI, XXIX, Part IV, p. 89, 1.32,
68; Ib’.d ¢y p L 860
69, . Ibid., p. 86.
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poseeesed under this mexim cen not be entered into the
register, which means that the donees were entitled to
enjoy only the income from the gifted land but had no
power to aell.it.7° 8o it also confers usufructuary
righta on the donee, We beve seen that various types
of land tenures discussed above only indiecated usufru-~

ctuary rights of ownership for the donee,

Orisse devgloped an eleborate system of lend
meosurement, We find various kinds of land-measurement
mentioned in the records of different dynasties of our
period, We have no 1n£cmnatibn regarding the total
lend ares under cultivation in early medieval ériuoag
As impression gethered from the land survey supposed
to heve been undertaken by the Gange king Anengabhima
deva II1 towaerde the end of 12th century An71 provides
that 47, 46,000 vatis of land were under cultivation

70. 8ircer, D.C. {ed) Land System and Peudalism in
ancient Indds, Calcutta » Po 16

71.  Medela Panji (ed), A.B, Mohenty, 1969, p. 31.
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during his tine.72 AMthough the correctness of this
estimate is doubtful, the cultivated lend area was less
then the ebove mentioned erea in early medieval times
before the canéueat of imperizl Gonges. The imperial
Gaﬁgaa hed & vast empire in comperison to their prede-
coesors of eerly medieval times,’-

In the Bhauma<kera and Tunga inseriptions gels
'ie‘msntioaea 88 a unit of measurement., The Ansgul
e&pper‘pléte7&-cf Dharmamehadevi records the donstion
of ten méles of lend, The lend charter of Gayadaturige
deva;75(11th century AD), mentione the distribution of
the doneted village situated in the Yamagartta mangala

in the following way:

(%) 1/6%h mala to Dalo
{11) 1/6%h male to Trivikrams and Purusottama
(411) 1/6tb mala to Netrayane

72, Penda, S.K,, "The pattern of lend and agriculture
in :;gieval 'orises AD 1000-1600", PIHC, 1980,
Poe .

73. Panigrahi, K.C., gg;g&g., PPe 155-56.
7&.. m, IVII, ﬂo, 3' P. 2}060
75 dASB (NS}, 1909, p. 348.
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{dv)  1/18th male to five brothers
{v) 1/18th mela tb visnu
~{vi)  1/18th mela to Ghallo
(vi1) 1/18¢h mala to Trilocana
(viii) 1/12¢h mala to three btoghers
{ix) 1/12th mala to Menoreve and Devasarma
(x)  1/12th mAla to Sadhovans |
(x4) 1/36th mala to Baledeva

It is not possible to conclude whether the term

male dencte the some meesure as ma, which is 1/20%h of

& veli..76 Presumably this unit of land measurement was
applied to the areas of high land, non-arable in naturmw
The land measuring unit hele was current in the Ganga
Kingdom, 7%he plough-msasure is technically celled hala.
The use of the gg}_é_ in land-grants means as much of land
a8 could be easily cultivated with one plough in a day.78
This type of measurement was in use in different parts

of Northern India, In the works of Panini and Patanjald,

76'. ﬂ, VII, Noa 20. pa 1‘)30

77.  mala still denotes high land erea 4n Oriya language.
- Yhe Yemagratta mandele, Supra, Chap,I, was an area
ebounded with malnly !'oreaga.

78! sh.h’ A.P.’ 02.013. ¥ p; 86‘
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hala is found ueed in tbe sense of o land measure.

The use of hele as & lend measuring unit shows the pree
valence of plough cultivaetion and points to the fact
that the lend donuted for the purpose was either culti-
vable lend or cultivated land.79 Depending upon the
land end the oxen, perhaps one hala of land was equsl
to one acre ae is the case even nowadays in Orissa,

the extent of lend supposed to be cultivated by & plough
in one day.

1@%& was enother measure of lend during the Genge
rule, According to Wileon's Glossery of Judicial snd
Revenue terms, a vati of lend in Orisse is equal to
twenty ___lin,gg.aa 3 ;ﬁl__;_g seems to he equel to a bigha and
is suld t; be squal tc; 25 guntbes at cuttack.m D.C.
Sircar opines that g"_é_y._;_ is oou;etimet regarded as squeal

82

to 124 acres of land, =~ Bven the yati veries in areas

79. Sharma, R.S., op.cit,, p. 36.
80.  BI, XKVIII, Part VI, p. 24k
81.  Inid,

82, Sheh, A.P., op.cit., p. 87.
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in different perts of Orissa today. Putti as a lend
measuring unit appears in the epigraph éé Gerige king
Vajra hasta IXT (AD 1058)?3 More likely, gggggywaa the
extent of land sown by one‘ggggg {basket type) full of
seed, The extent of lend coverea by one ggggg'variea
from five to eight acres.

The term mursja or mursja whieh occurs in Gautemi
plates of Inﬂraveraan85 scems to be a lend messurement,
But the extent of land indiceted by this term is not
known, 4# in the inscriptions of Bengal,ss drona-vipe
was used as a term for laond measurement in early medieval

Orisssa,

The expression drona-veps is used as a term of land
messure denoting the area of land, possessed of the capae

city of bearing one drome of speed. A drona~-vapa of land
is known to be equal %o 14 %o 2 aeres,

83.  JAHRS, VI, Parts 34, p. 208,
84, Io, 11, Part I, p. 294, I, 29,
85.  EI, XI¥, pp. 156 ff.

86,  Maity, S.K., Op.cit., p. 59.
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We find different lana mealniing units were in

- currency in Orisse of our period. There wes no uniform
method of lané-maasufamenf.' The Gangas used many land
meapuring units, then the other kings of early medieval
Oriséa. Perhepe in other kingdoms land wes not so well
demarcated as in the Gaﬁéaa kingdom, when it was given
eway % the beneficiaries, Bxibility in this respect
night have been uped to thoir adventage by the donees,

We meet with references of land-sale in our epi-
graphs, The Madras museum plaetes of Narendradhavele
agpigned to the 10th century A337 records that a person
Seda purchased a village frow Silabhaigadevs as 2 Kraya-
‘Bésana (deeds of purchase) paying some rupyaeka or monsey,

Some yeers later, the village wes sold by Same
Seda to three persons on receipt of an amount of rupa-
yekas, specified as 10 palas, 2 gggggg and L gunjes,
Yithout having eny informstion of this kind from other °
parts of Orissa, 4t is hard to belleve that lend sale
was a wideapéoad practice in oﬁr period,

87, B, ZIVIYI, Part II, pp. 49-50.
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On the eve of the land donation certasin proce~
dures were followed, The declarations of the grant was
msdo known %o villagers (Kutumbin), village headmen,
officiels, féudatoriea and bréhmagau etc¢88 Finally,
the gift ceremony was completed with pouring of water,
The intention behind these procedures was prodbably to
bring the lend-grants to everybody's knowledge within
that villege eo that little chance would be there %o
infringe the donation, | |

The distribution of landed property to numerous
done2s through landgrsnis, with various rights and with
decds of permanent land-tenure, was aeccomplished in our
period., Ve hsve algo exemined the varioue clseime of
ownership over land, From our discussion it becomes
clear thet lahd was in the possession of the rulers s
private lend owners, Ve have nﬁ evidence to show communal
ownership of land., The possibility of independent farmers
cultivaeting thelr field wae elso there,

The agrerian relationships which the land-endow-
ments genorated will be discussed In the following chepter,

88. XIX, p. 137 snd III, pp. bh=45
' %653, 31, ppa 426=274



CHAPTER - IIT

*AGRARYAN RELATIONS AND LAND REVENUE!



It 48 not possible to draw a clesr picture of
the gystem of agrarian relations in our period, The

evidence 48 so fragmentary. We can only present such
ayidenca &8 we have for the various espects of the

systom and attempt on ite basis & tentative reconstru-

ction,

It ie beet to begin with an examinetion of the
nature and magnitude of the land revenus, Different
fiscal terms occur in the records of the different
ruling houses of our period. In the epigraphs of the
Scmnvagﬁia and the Gangas, we find the mention of the
expression bhogs-bhoga~Kara.. This term seeme %o be
identical with the expression bhoga-bhoga-Kera which

finds reference in the records of the Rastrakutas, the
Calukyas, the Kale~curis, the Gahada valas and others.
Scpolars differ on the meaning of the term, Whereas
Flcet auggestadz bhoga-bhoga, as one word indicating

enjoyment of taxes, others like ReS. TripathﬂB opined

‘Q I“ﬁ" B.N.—SQ’ oaici«tq, p. 2880
R ?196‘, GII, P 320 and p. 254,

3. Tripethi, B.S., History of Kaneul, p. 348.
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thet the expression ggékp-bhogawksra signified three

different taxes, euch as bhage {shars of the producb);
bhoga {enjoyment of eortain'rightn by the landlord when
the land lies fsllow) and gggg {rent propér payable in
cash or kind). D.C. Sircar® also interprets bhoga as
the Kiag's shere of the produce and bhoga as the perio-
dical sﬁppliaa of fruits, firewood, flowers, ete. which
the villagers had to furanish to the King. This scenms
to be more plausible, For jana mentions how villegers
prosented curds, molasszes, candied sugar ond flowers in
baskets, %o the King and his soldiers on the way when

they passed through their villagal.s

A Cabsmana 1necr1ption6‘and a draft in the Lekha
gaddhati? reveal that cereals algo formed pert of bhoga,

Rera, another form of revenue known from the Genga

reccrdaa hag been interpreted variously by the Scholars.

bs %%§§i§YI§§I gz. 2, 1952, p. 79, Select ins., I,

5e Bana, Harss carita, p. 208,
60 " &, xI, .po k?i ’ .
7. | LP, Pe 9 quoted by B.N,5., Yadav, °20¢1t-, P. 289,

8. Io, II, Pert I, p. 25, 1, p. 30.
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It hes been viewsd as a periodical tax over and above

the King's customsry grain share, as an emergency tex

9

end a8 & tax upon merchants profits,” But out inscrip-

tione indiceto that Kera wes a general tax, The term
such as akari krigyaio(naking-tree from taxes}, Sargakaraﬂ

(ell taxes) which finds mention in our inecriptions corro-

borate the above view-point.

The frequent use of the term bboga-bhaga indicates
that it was one of the reguler faxee in Orissa during our
period, Bhaga, eeems to hsve been the principal tax on
lend, Brhespati, like Geuteme, prescribes that the
lowest rate of land revenue (bhaga) is one-tenth,
Cultivators shall pay to the King one-tenth or ona-eighth
on crope grown in reiny sesson, i,e., wheat end barley.12

One=sixth of the produce seems to be the normel rate of

9 Ghoeal, U,N,, Contributions to the hiat of the
‘Hindu Revenue Systam, Calcutta, 1929, P. 593.
10, I0, I, Part I, p, 25, ' ’

. “. Lbid., I' Pm II, P. 250

12, Quoted by B,P., Majumder, "Lend revenue in eerly
medieval ﬁarth India® 1n RS, Sharma (ed) Land

Revenue in Indie, 1971, Delbi, p. 20,
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13 In Orises 1t

taxation in 9th ceantury Pala kingdom,
appears to be onec-sixth of the produce normally in our
pericd., It might have differed according to the nature
end yield of the soil, But there is nothing oxplicitly

indicated in the epigraphs to substantiste this view,

The term hiranya finds mention in Somavamel

th It has been rendered differently as 'golat,

records,
ep 'tax in money' or as 'King's share of certaein crops
paid in cash.15
wgs & tex on the hoard or a tex on the capital of the

annual iaeoma.‘é Thet, it wes royasl shere of certain

N.C. Bendyopadhyaya suggests that 4t

crops peid in cash, seems to be more applicable to early
wedievel Orissa, Ue get instances in two epigraphs, as
to the epsesemont in cash., In one inetance the revenue
of the whole villege granted to a brehmene wes estimated

7 18

as forty-four gggakas‘ end as forty-two in another,

13. EI, IV, Part VI, pp. 243-77.

4.  JBORS, II, p. 53, IHQ, XX, p. 242,

15 Ghosal, U.N., op.cit., p. 60, fn. 5.

16. Jha, D,M., Revenue System in Post Meuryan and

Gupta times, Caicutia, s Pe &Y
17‘ . El’ III, KOO 20. II, Ppo 27’280

18‘ g ASB {HS). UI’ FQ 295, Ix, Pp. 22‘360
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Money eetimates firat appeared in 11th century lend~
grants of the Scnau; ?hera is no other evi&ence to
substantiata that actnal colleetians were made in eaah
either in Bengal oy Orisse, during early medieval times,

| 5£milarly, another revenue term ngarikara, hes
been rendared "as a tax levied from cultivators who hed
no progrietory righta in the soil, "y or as a tax 1mpaaea
upon the temporary tenants.zﬂ This term figures along
with the expreasian !ggp-bhoga-kara in the ﬁaranjumnra
chortor of the sonavemai king Eahaéivagupta.Q’ So it
eppears as an additional tax apart from haga, ggggg,or
kara. L:terally it means an extra cess. It mey huve
included the toxes whichlthe cultivators hed to pay to
the King. Thet it 1s & tax in kind which traders and
artisans paidzz is not plsusible, For, there is no

19, fleet, CII, III, No. 4, I, p. 17
29. | Ghoaa;, q;u;,vgg&ggg,, Pe 210, |
20, JBORS, I, p. 53.

22, V.V, Mireshi, EII, IV, p.
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evidence of a brisk trading sctivity in esrly medievsl
Orissa, which msy werrsnt taxation upon traders and

vartiaana.

Ksetra-kara, & term fomnd in e Ganga23 inscription,
may be taoken as 8 tax imposed upon a special ki#d of land
capable of prodncing ell kinds of crops in consonance.
with the definition 9£ §gg§gg in Amars kosa.zh But this
term f£inds mention only in ome epigraph. Possibly 1t
was & tax imposed upon the kingdom of Vagrahaata’lllfs
Ahart from Kalinga, there is no sevidence gagarding the

prevalence of this tax in other parts of Orissa.

simileriy gravanikara, & tex imposed upon some
merchante, 26 interpreted as a kind of tax imposed on
gravania (emsll or retail dealers) in the locality

concernoﬁ,27 can not be taken to be widely prevalent,

23. F-:-’ II‘ Ps ’51’ n; PP« 62-630 .

24 | imera Keosa, I, 5, ps 70 quoted by AP, Sheh
., * QEnQIEQ, P: 6‘0 ’ ’ ’

25,  Nerass patem grant of Vejrahssta III
EI‘ xI‘ Pp. ‘b—?"se.

26,  Ghosal, U.N., op,cit., P. 263.

27. NiyogilPuaps contributiona to the Economic history
of Northern in cutta, s Pe 07




a8 this only figured slong with Ksetrae~kars in ean
inscription of the above mentioned Gengs King., May be,

i1t was & tax on the retail dealers in the locality cone
cerned. But nothing cen be sald definitely for evidence

~ of thie type of tax 48 not found elsewhere in Oriasss,
One can only aay that it nas not a land tax,

The nidhi (treesure trove) end upan (depoeltn},
sources of royel income have been alao transrerrad %o
the doness, alongwith other righta.za Perhaps in the
ereas which were not given away to the beneficlaries,
the persons were required to submit these to the King,
YajBievelkya (11, 35, 36) holds that the King wes entitled
to one-sixth of the nidhi if e person other then a
brohmana found it., Vijnanesvara providos a more deteiled
pbttern of distribution regarding the treasure trove
between the owner and the King, saying that 4f there is
bobody to claim, the King has the right to eppropriate
threc-fourth of the property leeving one-fourth to the

28, BI, v:zx. p. thi; XXXV, Part 11, p. 6i.
o IR,
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man who first found 1t, Yajnavalkya (11,65), Nersda (V.8)
and Katyayena alsc mede laws to distribute upenidni

(dapoaita};ag

Hence tﬁe above discussion suggests thaet bhaga-

bhogﬁ, hiranya, uparikers end Ksetra-kara were land-taxes

in our period., We have mshtianad earlier some dues covere
ing common agriculturallreaeurces, rights over enimals,
end forests in Bhanja and Somevamsi grants.30 Certain
fiscal terms such as Cittols, andharua, ratyandharua,
adatta, rintakevaddi, vasavaeki and visayali, are quite
obscure and it 4@ a4fficult to throw any light on their

meaning, Nevertheless these are the dues occurring in
b2

the Ratnagiri plates of Sonavagﬁi Karna, Other terms

such os padatijivye, vandapans, Vijeys venddpana end
yaorabaliverdda of the ssme inscription were most probably
tributes., The first was for the meintenance of the foot-
poldiers when they passed through the countrysidu.32

29  Quoted by A.P. Sheb, op.cit., pp. 64~65.
30.  Bupra, Chapter-II,

31, JBORS, II, p. 409.

32,  Debal Mitre in BI, XXXIII, part VI, p. 267.
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The second and third terms represent the ususl presen- .
tetione to the King after his victory33
occasion of his viaita.3k Vorabali verddas is teken to
mean supply of bulls, etc., for the conveyance of royal
egenta.35 No information is eyeilable in regard to the
1rr£gation lovy 1n our sources. Perhaps irrigetion
facilities uort ta a certain axﬁent the concern of the
indivicuals rnther than the saatc. with linited State
initiative in the sphere of irrigation in our period,
there remained perhaps no Justification for any regular

irrigetionel levy,

and on the

We come across two types of ‘Sasanas or royal
charters during our period. They are dana-éasana, records
ing gifta end kara-Saaaua, recording ravanue-paying grents,
libile the former ere more in number, we have only five

charters in the latter catogory, i.e., the three charters

33.  Invld,
34,  B. Misrs in JBORS, XVII, Fert I, pp. 17-18.
35, AP, M’ GEcdtag Ps 66,
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of Janemejaya 1,36the newly discovered Kemslpur plates

of Kernadeva's timﬂ,37 and Talcher copper plate of

Gayadatuﬁga.ss

while the ennusl rent of the villege granted to
brahmsnas was fixed at five pales of rupye and four
pales of ;ggzg:reipectively in cese of the first,second
end £ifth echerter, the exact fixation is not knowmn
about the ramaihing two cherters g¢s the portion of epi-
grophs mentioning the conditions are not legibie,

The practice that religious beneficleries are
required to pay some dues to the donore d4id not prevail
in northern Indie end seems to be typical of Orissa,
G.P,Feffar39 draws our attention to s kind of peyment

366 %_0._’ Iv, 308. ‘8"’90 )
egoan plates of Janameyaye I ie mentioned 4in
No. 12 of B.K., Rath's list of epigraphs at the

end of bis book, Cultural History of Orises.
37.. K.C. Penigrabi, in JOH, I, No. 1, p. 2.
38.  JASB (NS), X1I, pp. 292+9k. |
39. G.P.,Fefferia'igri!a vedic brahmfns; Continuity

and chenge elr traditional institutions?,
in Cult of Jagennath, p. H28-29. '
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‘_t__a_g_y:) , by the Puri Shesns bréhmenas to the King es

& token of obligation., The payment was 11 to 13 kehons
or cowries. An individusl brahmene paid this amount

to the principal receiver of the landgrant, and he gave
the amount to the King, The King in turn used the

amount of the tagki collection for the expenges 0f the
lord Jagannath;.“g But we 3o not know what the King

did precisely witk the emount collected from the kera-
Sepanas, in early medicval Crissa. We have séen that

the donees were grented a villege, or e number of villages
or even in some ceses plots of lemd. 411l this may imply
thet lend reverue was normally chorged on individusl
holdings. But collective assesement was not unknown,
Porhape in the latter cuese, after the fixation of the
révenue on the whole villege, it was the duty of the
villoge heasdman or principel recuiver of the village
$0 collect 4t {rom the individuals of the village as

41

per their respective lend holdinge.

L8, ; was equated with a rupee approximately
by ish officialu, Ibié,

At, As in the caaa, c¢ited by B8.P. Feffer, lvid,



n

How far individuel lend holdings were assessed
on the basis of their measurement is a question, which
can not be setisfactorily answered. Since the lend-
meesuring units varied in different parts of esrly medi-
eval Orissa, local fixation of lend revenue in reletion

$o land-measurement cen be c¢counted upon,

Equally pertinent and no less controversial is
the question whether land-tax was levied on the gross
income or the surplus of the cultivator. Nowhere we
come across eny indicetion thet lend-tox wae assessed

on egriculturelist's surplus or profit,

It is however not improbable that there may have
existed a broad recognition of the fact thet taxes ehould
fall on the profit and not on the capitel, though how
fer this principle was observed especially in relation
to laend-tax {8 largely a matter of speculation,

We have seen that all types of lend was texable
— 2
excepting the bhumiecidra 1ands.b The donees were granted

42,  Supre, Chepter-II,
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revenue-free holdings, Thus one cen fairly assume thet
the burden of land-revenue rested principally on the
cultivators, In cage of donated srees, they paid veri-
ous revenues to the donees and in cese of other areas
which seems to be much less in comperisén to the former

they paid the revenue to the King.

The cherters grant such concessions as to render
the beneficiary the de facto owner of the village land,
Thie increased the burden of the pessants, The benee
ficlary is entitled to collect taxes, all kinds of
income and this 'all',(ggggg)“3 is never gpecified,
Bimilarly bhe 18 entitled to collect ell future taxes
(bha#igzat_kara).hh Itidis not clear whether 'future
texés? were meant to be collected from the increesing
production or 41t was left to the discretion of the

donees.“s But in case of increasing production elso the

43, 10, II, Pert I, p. 25,
‘}‘fl eBQRS, XVII, pp. 17“"8, II, PP; 29”‘.}90_

L5 Sharme, H.S., 'How feudal was Indian Feudaliem?
in Social Sclentist, Vol.XII, No. 2, 1984, p. 20.
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'h6
the donees interfeored, The latter interpretation
would imply an extra~ordinary right by virtue of which
the donees could reduce the actual cultivators to a

complete servile position,

The land cherters give eway'the village alongwith
low land, fertile laend, water reservoirs, all kinds of
trees and bushes, pasture grounds, forests, forest pro-
ducts, slong with right over various animals (pnana-vanae
cara)., Such provieions connect the agrarien production
directly with the beneficiary and more importantly,
transfer almost all communal agrarisn resources to him,
If & peasant does not have free accese to various agra-
rian resources, his sutonomy in production was substen-
tially erippled. Only & free excercise of agrarian
rights mentioned above cen meke his unit effective in
production, Later survivals indicate that in esrlier
times the villagers hed free access to all these agrarien
regources, although they were not conscious of their

common bwnership. But once there were specificelly mede

L6, They would be first to notice the rise in produ-
¢tivity and thereby to demand a greater shere,
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-

over to the donees, the letter would not allow their
" use by the iillagara without charge. Such & practice
survived till the 19th century in Utter Pradeah,h7whare
we £ind locel chiefs levying en exe-tax for felling trees,
On the other hand, as the femilies ér the beneficlaries
would multiply, there would be & natursl tendency to
eppropriate the fallow land for their use, thus depri-
ving the peasants their netural rights to expand into

the waste~land, In the areas which were not given away,
this communal ownership of common agricultﬁral resources

geems to heve remained in tact,

An important factor which gave the beneficierics
general control over the means of production wae the
conferment of seignioriel rightes on them, This cherters
authorised ths beneficieries to punish people guilty of
ten offences (dasﬁgarﬁdha)&s The ten offences consisted
of three specified sins of the body, three of the mind

L7 Baden-Powell, Lend system in British India
' V.1, pp. 158%“‘-» T —

4#8.  JBORS, 1I, p. 53; BI, XXKV, Part II, p. 64,
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and four of the apeech.kg But Jcllyso connects desd-
paeradha with a list of ten chief crimes mentioned by
Narade, which comprised transgression of royal commands,
killing of & female, mixture of caataé, adultery, robbery,
preghancy ceuped by enother men then the husbend, abuse,
1nanlﬁ1ng lenguege as well as procuring sbortion., Thus |
going by the latter interpretation, the right to punieh
offenders, seems t0 be a significant judiclel right.

| "It is pianaible to assume that the donee decides
in thie regerd by convening village meeting, where he
would be the final authority, in 1ieu of this right,

Further royal officers, %.,e., ¢atas and bbatas

51 and

were not allowed to enter into the donated arcas
to cause obstruction in the functioning of the donees,
411 these throw the peasant at the mercy of the bene-

i‘iciary s

‘..9;‘ Flaet, g_I.;, III, po 189:

- 50. Jolly, Hindu Lew snd Custom, p. 270, quoted by
AP, WDEQCIEQ. Pe ;7-

51,  IHQ, IXX, p. 242; 10, II, Pert I, p. 158,
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The mining rights, i.e,, the enjoy ggggi'and
@ganidﬁi, give the donee exclusive control over sron
élongwith other mines, in their areas, By this right,
they could control the supply of egricultural imple-
ments to the peasents, Although the peasants hed
- control over their egricultursl implements more or leaa,sz
the above right might have reduced their privilege to

a qonalderyble extent.ss

The succeesors of the King and the people were
asked to observe the terms of the grents, aend the enemies
of the landgrant were invested with all kinds of curses
and most heinous nina.sb Although 1t shows that there
remained an avowed fear on the part of the donor that
the future kings might resume his giftf’the above ideas
wore there @e @ moral restraint., Common mapses were
moraily indoc¢trinated by those ideas. They would not
‘drainerily think of acting ageinst the terme of the
landgrants,

52y Mukhia, H., 'Was there Feudolism in Indian History!
PIHG, 198@, Pe

53¢ ReSe Sharma, Socleal Scientint, P. 25.
54,  J4BS (NS), V, pPpe 347-77.

55. ¢ircer, D.C., Land system and feudaliam in ancient
Indla, Calcuttd, s Des 154
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It 18 therefore obvious that the politicel and
judicial righte which were non-economic rights, helped
the benefieiary to cerry out the economic exploitetion
of the peaspants in an effective manner, The beneficlory
started with fha State sanctioned title to various types
of dues delivered by ﬁha peagants to the State, but in
course of time hip cleims were mede so comprehensive
that beceuse of his local presence and delegated edmini-
strative power he eould convert his title into possession
end could treat the donated villege as his estete, It
is clear that the peasants had to reckon with the control

of the donees over the village resources,

Of course, ;heAbeneficiariaa did not enjoy specifie
.cOntrol over every plot of land that the pessant cultivse~
ted.56 But there was nothing to‘qneatién their control
over thoseo plots of land which were doneted directly to
them by the King,

Doneted fields, many of them very lsrge in area
were without doubt under the direct end complete control

564 Beneficlaries were allosed with tax~free villeges
generally.
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of the beneficliaries. If a landlord possessed too
meny plots, tenanting and sharecropping might be more
convenlent than getting the lend cultivated through

the deployment of forced lebour.

So in Oriesa share-cropping or tenanting seems
to have been widely practised allbough specific:refere-
nces in this regard are absent in epigraphs.

‘Peasants and artisans in some cepes were asttached

to the village and given away to donees, In Bhauma—karaf7

Bhanja58 and Tuﬁgasg kingdoms, this practice was in vogue,

In @ cherter, the weavers (tentuvaya) the brewers(Saundika),

cQthérﬂs (go-kuta) end other people (Prekrtikah) were

transferred to the donees slongwith variocus other righta.Go

The Devibhagavata Purﬁha61 which was most probably compiled

57.  JBORS, 1I, pp. 426=27,
58. Ibid., IVI. PP 81"83‘ E}.’ XXIX., PPe 85"860
590‘ El’ uv' NO- 1‘&, Part II, pp' 12"20.

60, JBORS II, PP b26~27.
enkanal plates of Tribhuvenmeha devi,

61,  Quoted by Yadav, B.N.S., Presidentisl address
sncient India Section, PIHT, LTaet ceesion, Bombay,
s Pe LR : .
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in Bengal in the eleventh or twelfth century gives us
the opinion that the grent of the village conferring
only the right over land wes considered to be less
meritorious than that}of the village alongwith the
people, Thet seemh to be aleso the §fdes of the donors
in esrly medieval Oriséa. Ihis right carried with it
a special authority over inhabitante of the villege,
empowering the donee to use them to his owniadvantage-

In the more of lesc pelf-sufficient units of
agrerien economy the gain of land alongwith men t0 work
on it must naturally have been the most coveted thing,

The specific mention of the transfer of all the
commonépeople or men of certein professions alongwith
that of the village in which they resided, doee not
appeér to have been the only meens of grenting autho-
rity, 1nvoiv1ng the relationehip of domination, over
the peasants, artisans and other bumbie folk., The
‘view®? that to grant villages togetber with their .

62, Sifcar; D.Ce, 'Controversy on cartain,problena'
of gg;ly Indian history', JAIH, VIII, 1976,
P . . ’
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inhabitants was a question of style, may be true,
But this is also evident at the same time that it was
not without significance, |

" The specific mention of the people transferred
along Withilénd was thus & means of_noting; alienation of
rights over them, which appears to have been of more
than one grade, corresponding to the gtatua‘of the people
' over whom they were to be excercised, The alienation

of rights wuld have been as a matter of course, yet 1%

6a, The purpose

was all the better for being specified.
of it was to ensure that the people concerned would
stick to the localities and remain attached to the

donees for rendering dues and aervilégfto them,

However, it should not be lost sight of that the
degree of dependence in respect to all categories of
people was not the ssme, The pieces of evidence noticed

ebove indicate that it was mainly the lower peasantry,

63, Yadav, B.N.S., PIHC, p. 27.
64,  Ibid.
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village servents, srtigsans etc, who were involved in

the relstions of somewhat service dependence,

Thus with the burden of taxstion felling on them
and without any treditional rights to the common agriculs
tural éeaourcea of the villsge, the peasente were totally
under the control of the beneficieries,

It would have been useful in this context to
determihe the extent of peesent popuiation working in
landgrent erees and the same working in the non-lsnd-
grent areas in our period., Unfortunately we have no

1nfonmati¢n to this effect in our sources.

Many indications of unequel distribution of land
in the village ere aveilable which lead us to believe in
the existence of aifferentistion within the peasantry
itself, We heer not only of brehmenas, but also mahe-
mahattaraés(graat vtllage headman), ksetra~kara,
Kutumbin, etc.dn a village.

65.  EI, IXIX, Pert IV, p. 85.
: ﬁTJSubba Rao holds 1t means great village elder,
Jms’ VI’ II' p‘ 81‘ .
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The mebamshatte or the headmen was the man of

highest stratum among the peasents, Although there is
no evidence to substantiate that these headmen were
exempted from peying eny taxes as wes the ceee in the
reign of Sultens before Ale'u'din Kh£131,66 it s
pleusible that they acted as intermediaries between the
donees and the actual cultivators of the villege lend.
Perhaps they collected the revenue from the peasants
in the village end depoeited 4t with the donee, Theee
headmen, who were primarily peasents, acted in a more
free menner in the non-granted villagea, It may be
correct also to hold that they held more plots of land
in comparison to others,

The keetra-kuras seem to be rich peasants having
67

a great stretch of lend (ksetra) under their disposel,

66. Before Alae'u'din Khalji, the headman khots and
mugaddems claimed exemption from land revenue,
house~tax and cattle-tex, I. Habib, tAgrariaen
economy* 4n CEBH, pp. 54=55.

' 0 L ] Ve

67+ R.K, liukherji and S.K., Maiti, Corpus of Benéai
, Inscriptions bearggg on the history and civili-
gation of Dengal,
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On the other band the kutumbins were the peasants who

68 Below

invegted thelr family labour in théir farme,

the peasents, ley the class of egricultural lubourers,

But ell of them sterting from the headmen to the agri-
cultural laboursr were under the benaficiary. AB we

.have mentioned earlier, the donees were in some cases

officials, but in most others, they were brahmenas or

religious institutions, Here one may raise the intere~

sting question of the importance of grants to Sr&hmaqas,

most.oflﬁhen seem to heve been imported from outside

Orisea, Either the ereas in which these grants were

made did not heve any brahmana population or it wase

not so numerous to doaorve'apecial mention in the

grants.69 The lists of donees show that they were invitead

to Oriess malnly from Madhyadesa, Qirabhﬁkﬁ, Radha,

Vangs end Varendra, Medhyudecsa may be middle gangetic

valley or a place between Bengal and Orissa, at any

rate there is nothing to suggest that 1t formed part of

Orisse.

68. R.S. Shamma, Sociel Scientist, p. 22,
69; Shma, R.Sa, Iﬁnﬁiﬂﬂ_peudalim,, l?_, P 231,
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C.V, Vaidya70 seye that the Kesari kings of
Orissa, who were orthodox worshippers of Siva, invited
thousands of saivite brahmanas of Oudh end settled them
at Jaipur, where they are still to be found in the enjoy-
ment of lends glven to them in free more than a thousand
‘years back., Orthodox brébmenes etill cleim Kenyakubja
or Keneuwj in Uttar Pradesh as their originel homeland,

A tradition of Orissa has it that Yeyati Keseri hed
brought 10,000 branmanes from Kenyakubja for the pere
formence of Daséavemedha sacrifice (ten-fold-horse

n At & later'date (perhaeps with

sacrifice) at Jalpur.
the shifting of the capitel), some of these brahmanas
moved south of the river Brahmeni end formed a separate
72

 endogamus group,

In order to understand the relationehip of these
brehmanss with the local peasents end with the temporal

power it 48 significant to analyse the basic reasons of

70, Valdya, C,V., History of Hindu Civilization,
Vol.I, p. 325. '

71, Be Ratb, op.cit., pp. 113~77.
72«  G.P, Feffer, op.cit., pp. 428-77.
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their immigration, It has been stated by R.N, Nandi73

that thepe brﬁhmagaé migrated from their initiel place
of residence to other sreas primerily because they faced
the acute crisie of the shortage of a clientele claée,
following the disintegration of the central empires of
northern India. As they were in search of a clientele
class, the rise of new kingdomse 1n\driasa and elsewhere
" provided e solution to their crisis, The significance
of lend grents to brahmenas in this context is not
difficult to appreciate. The grantees brought new
knowledge which improved cultivation end inculcated in
the aborigines a senge of loyality té the established
order upheld by the rulers. They hed a tremendous
.1n£luence upon the 'inner colonisationt! of the areas

of their settlement and in the maintenance of (Hindu)
law and (royel) arﬁer.'ﬂ“ |

'The purpose of land-grante to brihmaqaa was aleo

to provide & reliable source of support to them for the

73 Nandi, R., 'Client, Ritusl and confliet in early
brahmanicel order! in IHR, 1979, pp. 82-91,

The Kulke, H., (Cult of Jagennath), pp. 126-27.
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pursuit of their sacral rgsponsibilitiaa; and the gift
of arable land, part of the proceeds from which conati-
tuted a stream of income to the learned brahmanas, was
ono of the major sources of merit to pilous Hindus,
Although there is the ebsence of eny sort of contracted

elemént75 in providing laend-grents, the brahmenes were
obliged to render religious services, which might secure

 the epiritual welfare of donors or their ancestors,

The charters imply thet the right of these brahmana
beneficiaries over their respective gift-lends varied in
both kind and degree, The five categories of donees

76 tax=free-lend-

such as, tex-free-land-owning donees,
owning truateas;77 doneea enjoying the revenue of taxe
free holdihga,78

froe holdingayg

srustees«enjoying the revenue of tax~
end tax-payingwdoneoo,eo hed verying

75. qu Chaftopadhy&ya, og.c‘to; p‘ 50

76.  EX, I1I, pp. 127-30, XXITI, pp. 267-69,
y II; PPe 307"11,

77. Ibid., XXIII, pp. 62-~67
~ T6I4., XaiII; pp. 229 ff, KXIX, pp. 38-43 ete.

78. 10, 1, 2, pp. 136=37; Bl, IX, pp. 271-77 ete.
79.  BI, XXI, pp. 153+57, XXVIII, p. 331 and 336 ete,
80, BI, IIXI, p. 342, JASB (NS), XII, pp. 291-93 etc.
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relationship with the peasente of their respective lands,
In case of bréhmégh beneficiaries, who uaéd the land as
a tax-free hoiding, the relationship between them and
the non-bréhmen peasents was probably more emicable,

In such cases, they might have sought the help of the
peasents t0 cultivaete the sasid plof, for their personal
enjoyment, In some other cases where the brahmenas held
the tex-free grant on behalf of the d¢ity as e trustee
of the religious establishment he 6n1y eﬁ?rcieed his
euthority in the name of the deity and not by his own

right.st

Where the bréhmaqee were entitled to appropriate
the revenue of the donated area they acted 1ike the
feudstories, end the seculer assignees, In case where
one brahmanajor‘a group of bééhmagas act as the trustee
of & religious establishment with the right to appropriate
the revenue for the uﬁkeep of the religiocus establishment,
the relationship scems t0 be less severe then in the casos

where he used the revenus for bis benefits only.

81,  Genguly, D.K.,, "Different categories of donees”,
in PIHC, 1980, pp. 187-92.
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- 1% 48 possible that in capes of villege donations -
t0 brahmenas or other seculsr eseignees, they held their
own plots of lend., In a fifth century book Sémente
gaaadikaez »

the entire orable lend was measured, the ares under the

it 45 stated that in case of villege grents,

occupation of the tenant fermers wes demarceted and the
landlord conducted direct farming on the remaining portion,
This seems to be sleo the practice in early medieval

Oriscsa,

;Thua in these ereass there may have been scope for
the use of forced labour by the landlofﬂa; But the arsa
under the direct cultivation of the lendlord does not
eppear to bave been so lerge es we find in medieval

Eurcpe, so as to generate the trend of serfaon, &3

4s the number of lend~gwning brahmenss went on
inereasing, some of them gradually shed their priestly

82, Semente Pasadika vol.II, p;,688,quoted by
- BUN.S. Yadav, PIHC, 1980, p. &41.

83. bid., p. 43,

I
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functions and turned their chief attention to the manage-
ment of land, in their céaea, secular functions become

more importent then religious functions.

The seculer donees acted as landlords who enjoyed
. the land with revenues and with verious other administra-
tive sond judicisl rights. In case of lendgrants to
ninisters or militery efficialaeb they hed to render

some sort of eervices to their lord, the king. It was
also true in case of the astrologer who received a land-~

grant during the reign of a Bhenja ruler.85

- The lendgrents to temples were probably managed
by the officlals of the teﬁple. But we hasve no detailed
account of tho management of agrarien resources by the
temples, The early medievel Orisse saw the rise of big
temples, Perhaps in our period, the temples were not
80 active in the sphere of agricultural activitiea, as

84 Military officiels may include ranakas, Samenta,
Mehasamanta end Nayak etc,

85.  JASB (NS), XVIII, p. 299.
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was the case with theLSQuth Indian temples 4n the time

of 00153.86 a

We do not know the relstive status and renk of
the varicue lend-owning elements, hence it is difficult
to workout the details of their relationship with the
peaaanﬁry. But the net result of landgrants was to
create conditions in which superior lend-holders were

imposed upon ordinary cultivators,

This new socio~cconomic formation thet emerged
as a result of a cless of landlods and a subject peae
pantry had ite own limitotione. The peapants were
accustomed to give certain taxes and services to the
state and if the beneficiaries demand was confined to
these claims, in normal times and routine peyment could
continue, But the unspecificd nature of the terms of
certain danatioh587 ghow that the demends of the bene=
ficlary very probably 1ncreaaed, |

86Q Stain,'B., 024¢1tq. Pa 90 ffq
87.  Supra, p. 9.
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Although we have no direct reference to any sort
of constent friction, tensions and struggles betweon
the lended beneficiery end the cultivators, we can not
rule out any possibility of thet kind, It is thought
that peasant's independents control over his process of
production provented ascute socisl teneions.e3 But as
shown esrlier, this control wes more dependent than
independent. To a good degree the seeming stability was
prompted by other factors which were closely linked with
%ue system of production, eppucially with production

relatiana.89

The brahmenas, who controlled many lands, pleyed
a crucial ideologicel role in penetrating the conscious-
ness of the peasantry and msking them behave as they liked
them to do, Classes with conflicting interests were kept
together through performance of Puja, Jeps, Vratas, $irthas,

Senekéras prayascittaes, etc., and through prospects of
90 : .

. heaven and hell,

88,  Mukbia, H., opscit., pp. 258-59.
89, Sha:wa, ReS., Social Scientist, p. 34.

90, Ibid,
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Though originating in en eerlier period, the
temple grew to be the msjor instrumental locus 4n 1nfe-
groting men in early medieval Orissa. The sll-pervasive
influence of astrology aleso kept the people reconciled
%0 their lot, All these factoﬁs brought the people of

opposite interests together.

Thus the ebove discussion leads us to conclude
that the agrerien relations in eafly medievel Orisse
gave rise to some typical features which'did not arise
on the ruins of & centralised empire, but out of a
tribal abériginal background in which the eborigines
could be aasimilated to the Hindu waey of life_by ereating
brahmane-settlements in their midst,



CHAPTER 1V

* PHE SPATK AND THE AGRARIAN SYSTEM *
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It 4s difficult to 1solate the discussion on the
nature of political organisstion from the Btudy of the
Agrarien System as the sconomic activities of & State,
regulates 1ts politieal structure, in meny ways,

The growth of emall kingdome in early medieval
Orlaéa continued upto the early 11th century, the time
'*Somevameis occupied the coastal region, With the
unification of different parte of Orisea i1,e,, Southern,
Central, Norshern and Western parts, by the Imperial
Gengas in 13th century AD, the early sub-regionel State
format1¢n1 came to an end,

This process of stete formotion was §erpetuetea
through a class of féudatnriee. They bhelped the kings
of the verious dynastiees t¢ stabilize thelr positions in
alien sorroundings. Feudatories were crosted either,
by~placing eome relative of the slain king &n the
venquighed country or acknowledging tho defeated rajas,
the chieftains, whose territory wes taken over.

We £ind thet though Virevera kessri was outsted
by Anentevarmen Codsgengedeve yet his relatives Karna

1. Kulﬁ:a H., Royal Temple Poliey ... in CJRTO
P4 »
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kesari end Rena kesari were allowed to rule over

Orissa es feudatories.> That Bhanjas and Tungas served
88 feudatories under the Bhaumakeras initielly and after
that under the 'Somavamgis, showe thet the rulers of
these small kingdome got their recognition from their
sovereigneg to rule in their respective areas., But we

do not know specifically whether they were defested rajas
or chioftains, 48 they issued 1and-grantl3-indepondent
of their overlords without mentioning their names, they

might be one of the above catogories.

Feudatories were also created by elloting terri-
torles to the brotbers and relatives of the king., The
'Somavenmsi king Udoyota kesarsi Mehasivegupte mede
Abbimenyu a subeking of the western purt of hie king-
dcm.“ I¢ appesers thet this wes & lete practice ag no
evidence of territorial ellotment is scen before the
eited $llustration. The SOmavaqéts hed a vast kingdom

2.  OHRJ, Vol. I, (1952), p. 297.
3. EX, XXXV, Part 11, p..91 ££,
m&s, VI‘ ppl 236.'&0’ -_3’ xxn’ pp. 527-29.
4018, VIp PPe 27479,

be OHRJ, Vol I, 1952, p. 229,
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compared to their brodeceasors or contemporaries,

The need for effective administration of the wostern
pert of their kingdom most probably led to this practice,
Although rajil, rajeputrs, raja-vsllabha or rajyeneka

and pancke ore presumed to be the members of royel kin-

ship network, they were not shown in the epigraphs to
administer any part of the kingdom,

The difforent categoriee of land holders such
as bhupale, mendslika, lahéaéngglika, samanta, meha=
semente, etc., ;erved the rulers in different capecities,
The samentss and mehasamentaes supplied military eid to
the king,j ?he‘ggggig served aifferently, as chief
_acccuntante,6 and as drafters of the land charteras7

The ranekas scted as executors of the ehavteru,a chief

accounxantug and ministers of peace and war.1°

5¢ Sharma, R.S., Indien Feudelism, p. 228,
3N - PO Miere, Be, Qa,vﬁltip Pp. 1023,

7e XV, No. I,II, pp. 33<3h.
) J’fs’éas,'n, PP: 56‘27: I1, pp. 4O<42,

8.  Misre, B., Op.cit., pp. 102<3, Ins, No. 12,
9 &’:‘_&, p. 17, Ins. Ko, 10,
1.  Ibdd., pp. 66-67, BI, LI, No. 8, p. 98,
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The wanﬁalikas and mahamandalikaa were entrusted
‘with the adminietration of & nandala (province) or a

bigger province.12

Apert from thn different edministra-
tive and military fupctions the feudetories performed
several obligations towards the paramount ruler; The
feudatory had to attend the imperiel court not only on
ceremonial occasions but also at periodical intervals,
The feudatories nssembled at tho tinﬂ of land grante,

and were eddressed by the kinguz3

¥We heve longer lists of officlels, and taxes in
small kingdoms than the lerger onss. In aome ¢asnes
the number of enumersted taxes increases as the extent
of territory becomes smaller, For exeample, in the 12th
century, while & 'Somavemsi king Udyotekesari levied

1

twelve types of taxes, ' Karna kesari enother king of

11. z_o‘g II' P&l‘tox, P- 2220

12, Ibia.

13 Viahamsgiri pl&ten of Indravarmedeve BEI, XIX,
Pe 137. Dhenkanal plates of ?ribhuvan mahadeva

the narnninghpnr charter of Udyata kasari. OBBJ i111,
' Ppe. 72~73.
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the sams dynahty of a later date levied es many ds

nineteeq.'s Perhaps this development wes the result
of weak kinga"6
feudatories and the court circle, In the context of

attempt to appease the influentisl

political economy an emerging stete orgenisetion has to
convince ite citisens of its legitimecy in course of
time. This process seems to involve in general the
establiehment of patterns of sociel distanece. Authority
validation, consolidation of power and socislisation, i
effected by the state political ephere 1n order to

establieh & state cconemy, the basis for state survival.'7

Ae ﬁarly medieval Orissa was passing through the
process of stute formation, legitimetion of suthority
was gchieved through numerous land donations to brahmanas
and templasza In exchange for the recognition which the
bumen agents of spiritual suthority provided to the rulers,

15. Ratnagiri charter of Karnms El, XXXIII, pp. 265-77.

16, In comparison to his predecessors, Kernadeva was
a wesk kiﬂgﬁ

17. Cleessen, H,J .M, and Skelnik, P, (ed,)
The study of the State, (1981), p. 475.

18,  Supra, Chept. II,
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the former gradually beceme lendlords as beneficiarics
from the lend éonationo. Although overall emphaiit on
lcgitimation alone diverts attention frow the secular
bases of the state power, nevertheless es & polltiﬁal
process it clarifies the ideocloglesl dimensions of the
sﬁatae‘g‘ sbgence of lerge scale trading activities in
garly!maaioval Orisss is seen as one of the reasons
which loft no alternetive to the rulers of this perioa,
than %0 allot lend to priests end officlele in lieu of
their fuacﬁiens,ao In Inaien context this phenomenon
is noted efter the middle of the first millenium A.D,
lesding to the rise of ftuaalzsm.zt However, 1t 1s
aifficult to attach $00 much importenece to foinign
trade as & festor both for the rise of foudelism and
22 n

for its dissolvence, spite of the growing trade

194 Chattopadhysys, B.D., 0pscit., P. 7
20,.  Sharms, R,5,, Indien Peudelism, op.eit., Pp. 235-36.

21, Ibsd., pp.b, 77.
Yadav, B.N.S IHR, IXY, P« &be Also in Soclety
224 and cﬁltérc ::.,’pp. 17 -1§0.

22,  Jha, D.M,, ‘sarly Indian Feudalism, @ historio=
graphicel critique’, PIHC, 40th session, Waltair,

’979’ Pc 200
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feudalism continued to axistuin most parts of the

3

country upto 18th centnry.a Due to economic develop-

ment in some parts of the country after 1ith century,
the pemente system did not show ény significant declinogh
So in our view lack of evidence of long-distance trade

in early medieval Orissa cennot be taken as the sole
cause of the emurgence of the feudel set-up of that
period, GSome scholars have expreseed the opinion that
the sherp élasa anﬁagoniaaa es revealed in the discue

ssions of KalivAge,zs

could be resolved to some eitent
by sseigning the lend revenue directly to the priests,
military end other employces, as thie practice provided

& new mechenism of surplus extraction,

However, the erisis of the Kall Age as mentioned
1n_the epic-puranic tredition appliee to fully brahmanised
ereas, outlying ereas such as, Orissa, where brehmenicel
1nfluencé was yet to meke & full impaet,26 had hothing to

23 Mﬁg P. 30,

24,  Yadav, B.N.S., Society and Culture ..., p. 288,

25, = Yadev, B.N.S., IHR, I, 1974, pp.187-

26, Otherwise it does not scems plsusible on the part
- of the kings to invite lorge number of brehmanas

from outside of their territory to settle in
different parts of Orissa,
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do with the social crisis, reflected in the ideaus of Keli-
yuga.27 There may have alrssdy been considerasble pressure
on lend in fully brehmsnical sreas on account of agrarian
advance, The practice of issuing land grants thus started

in aress where land was plenty for diatrlbution.zs

The whole nexus of reslationships, revolved round
thce need to cultivate the patronage of tribal chiefteins
by the kinge in their respective kingdoms for the follbuing
two reecsons, Firstly for the security of the internal
communications and the borders of their kingdoms end
secondly to get sufficient surplus in agricultural produ-
etion through gredusl extension of peasant agriculture
by absorbing the land of the tribal chieftains., These
compuleions were cruciel from the point of state forma-
ticn which was otherwise difficult to sustain in &
tribvel sorrounding,

It hee been argued that royal patronsge to pil-
grimege centres, the systematic and lerge scale settlo-

ment of brahmenas and the construction of temples, all

27 Jdha, D.,N., PIHC, p. 22,
8.  Ivta.
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these maéaures were taken by the ruling dynasties to
"eounterbalance the dengerous feudel forcee by ritual
#aansﬂ.zg We may point out thet whereas all the above
measures consolidsted the royal power by strengthening
the process of ;egitimatien, they also helped in stren~
gthening the feudal forces, The brghmanaa emerged as
landlords and so glao was thaycane with the ;emplea.
?nﬁy behaved very much like otﬁaé fbudatori?c and
collected end appropristed the land revenue in an
equally ruthless manner through the sanction of land
chartéra;3° Qhé establishment of s class society
where primary producer was subwordinated by & group of
secular and reiigious beneficlaries was a development
‘which took place especially after the impact of the
“métropolitan stateprd! on these areas and when the
procens of state formation gethered greater uonentuﬂQ

29.  Eulke, H., op.cit., p. 132,

30. The terms and conditions in the cese of land-
grants to brahmanas snd the in case of ministers
or ranakas, 40 not diffar. compare EY, XXVI
%%, 11, pp. 19~38, end EY, III, L7, pl., F 11
28-@3 ‘with JASB, v, pp. T f

31, Thaper, Romila, "The State as Empire"® in The etudy
of the State, pp. L10=413,




102

| Orises, had 1ts contacts with Msuryen state

end other outside states in the early centuries of the
Christian era.' Those contacts helped to strengthen the
forces of atate formation.

Judging from the points discueseed above it would
eppear that the growth of feudalisa in early medieval
Orissa was essentially "a process from below®™, and not
R procﬁaé from aﬁova,33‘as bhere the rulers reconciled
themselves o tﬁs needs of the surroundinge, rather
imposing a structure upon it. Merch Bloch” while
discuesing feudalism in Europe uﬁdtrllnad features like,
subject peaaaht:y,'nna of service tenements instesd of
selary, the supermscy of the werrier class, ties of
vassalage, fragmentation of suthority ete, We have
seen that in the Orissa the possantry was totally
subjected to the mercy of the lendlords, The donees

to & great extent controlled the means of production,

32,  DsD. EKousambi discussed these two processes of
feudalism in detall in An introduction to the
study of Indien history, Bombay, 1950, PP. 274 ff,

33.  Bloch, March, Fsudel Soclety, ir.
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Although we do not find lerge number of service tena~
mente or {iefs of European nature, assignment of land
parpetnhlly with various rights created the seme
atmosphere,

The extent of the supermacy of the werriors can
not be meaaurea due to scanty 1nforlmtion in thie regerd,
but the faet that the eamantaa figured proainently in
Bhanja end Tungs granta,3“jg_ggggrin Bhanje as well as
sémavamsi chartera,35 .
under the, Bbenjas,’"
moet of whom appear %0 be militory vessals in our period,

and ranakes a8 & verge (class)
showa the importence of feudatories

AMlthough it is not easy to say that ranakan samantas
end mebasamentes acted as an assembly as K.K, Gopa137
suggested for perte of northern India, one can observe
the growing importance of the feudatories, seeing their

34.  9ASB (NS) XIX, (1946), p. 291 ££ and
I_EI___K', IL. P?: 66 3 .

35.  EI, IX, 37 ££ 11, pp. 16-17 end IHG, XXXV, 2 p. 36,
360 E_I.g LVXII, 29' "’ PP; 17‘18.
37. Gopal, K.K., The Assembly of the Semantas in eerly

medioval Iudia, Journal cf Indian History (JIH),
?Ol. }&2’ 196’6' PP.
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specific mention in land grants, probably they came
to be consulted in iaportanf issues of the kingdom,

Meurice Dobd tquato¢38 feudslism with Serfdom,
Serfdam‘may be very effective as s method of exploita~
tion of the peasants but other forme of servitude fmposed
on the peasantry did not prove inoperative and une |
préduztive.ag If the peasant obeyed the landlord due
t0 the customary excercise of different rights by the
'lettsr, the peesent remained equally subjected, without
being o serf,

I% has been argued that 4n Indis, forced labour
was rercly used for purposes of agricultursl production
as conditions of production did not require it and 4¢
-~ 4s en 4incidentsl feature, & rare menifestation of ruling
clags's politicel and edministrative power.“o In the
contoxt of Oriese where beneficiaries were elloted a

38. Dobb, Maurice, Studiea in the development of
caf 1£eliuu, London, 1972, PPs 35=37s

39. Sherme, R.S., §2¢131 sgimtiat. Pe 28,

4.  Mukbia, H,, PIHC, 1979, pp. 27172, ~
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number of villages, it is not far<fetched to assume

that the peasants worked without getting any returns

in the personel holdinge of the beneficiary. But on
the whole deployment of serf{s was not a practice, Iﬁ
-anj case, surplus produce was extracted more through
the genersl control exercised by the landed intermediae
ries, then through the employment of serfs. FPreferences
in apigraphsk to the attachment of peassantes and arti-
eans to the soll nevertheless indicate that there was
scope for the use of forceed lobour by the landlords,

We heve come across different categories of
officiales in different kingdoms of esrly medieval Orissa,
Mahaksapetaladhl Krita, mahiknagaﬁalikabz(aecountanﬂa),
Mahaksapataladhikeranadni  £3(acccuntant of higher
order), Reja Satke (royal phyelcian),hb 5thanantar1ka“5

W JBogs, xns ag;;.vasz&ea?. x'fxi p;:. 61«-83: .
Y5ia., xiv, ko, 1& p. 11, B 123,

42,  Miera, B., op.cit., p.98.

43+ It is referred in one ine., EI, IV, No. 1, p. 5.

Liye El, XXIXL, part IV, p, 88,

L5, diera, B., op ovcito, P 97,
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{(man in charge of criminel Depts,), n;hinahattagghb

{great village headmsn), Puatakagalak7(record-keaper),
' Kute Kolasﬁscgarriaon force), Sa&hyadhikaranéh?commander

of the cavalry), all these officers were under the

Bheuma«Keras, Under Bhahjas we see new designations

like Maﬁéprazihara5°(officeru1n~chargo of roysl house~

hold), Khandap ala’ “(officer-—in-genarge of Khenda),
Vargulikaﬁf messenger), Durgadevasateummander of fort},
Similarly under Somavemeis, officers such es, Mshasandhi-

gggrahi§h Sandhi Ylgrahiss(niniatar of war and peace,

46, Shah, A.P., 9p.cit., p. 57.
¥7+  EL, XXVIII, part V, p. 21k,
48, Misra, B., op.cit., p. 98.
49.  Ivia,

50, JIB, XXXIIY, p. 373.

51,  Shah, A.P,, op.ci%., P. 53.
52,  EX, XVIII, p. 285,

53,  Ibda. |

54,  EI, XI, pp. 94=95.

55.  EX, III, pp. 355~59.
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in order) Kumaradhiré}g?étPrincs), ﬂnbikaaputalik357

v(cntét Officer for accounts end records, writers of
charters), Mahakespateladh akaasa(Chiet superintending
officer of acconnta); Bijaggru59(rayal preceptor),
Qgggggéacmaaaenger to locel officials), Samahartr®!

(collector of revenue}, Sanni&hartrbz(traasnrer),

Niyuktaka, ﬁhikariké,63Dandagaaikaéh(police_ofticer),

catas end Bhates (reguler and irreguler troops)éﬁ,

'gisunawﬁetrika'éipolica functionery}, &varodha-;ana67 '

56, BI, XiVIII, p. 321=77,
57+ 10, IV, No. 22, 26, 29.
58,  QHRJ, XII, p. 70.

59.  Ibid.

60.  Ibsa.

61,  IHG, XX, p. 239.
62,  Ibid. |

63.  Reth, B,, op.cit., p. 110,
6he  IHQ, KK, P, 246,

65.  EI, XEVIII, part VII, p. 329,
66.  JBORS, XVII, p. 17.

67.  IHG, XX, p. 239.
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(ledies of higher officlels and gendoterien), figured
in the epigraphe., We also come across officers like

Mandelapati, Viseyspati, Khandapati and Nayake in
y 68 *

Somavamsi charters,

~ hpart from the different categories of officials
we aleo heve the evidence that some times ministers acted
in the capacity of feudal chiefs, The Kelibhane grant
of Mahabhavegupta I shows that his foreign minigter
Dharadattie was a aEhanta.ég Cherudutte, the foreign
minister of Hahéaivagupte was éy£§g9§5,70 The Mehae-

séndhy vigrehika mentioned in the Badakhimedi plates of

n But we can

Gangeking Jaysvarmen wes also & gemanta,
not say anything definite regarding the manner in which

the ministers hold the above feudetory ranks,

Some important feudatory chiefs were entitled to
the use of five musical instruments (Pance mahasabda)

68.  Bl, &III, p. 238.

69.  IHQ, XX, p. 250,

70.  BI, XI, p. 96.

7t. 10, 11, part I, p. 251,
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Ranaka Punje under 'Somevemsi King Bhimaratha Maha-
‘slvugupta 11,72 and xahﬁnimta Purnadeve under Canga
King 4 ayavaman” enjoyed this privilegs.

So from the designation of the officiels discu~
gped above, we may visuelise & hiererchical system of
politicel orgenisation, They are addressed in the lande

grants in the order of their mportance.n

As monetisation of economy is not fully evident
from our sources, tbese graded relationship, perhaps
wore regulsted by the extent of land ellotment,

Another matter which needs t0 be discussed here
is the issue of pelf sufficiency of the villages and itse
relationship with the feudsl political structure ond the

72Q Q&; x’ PO 292.
73. . &’ 11' Pa!‘t I’ p‘ 251‘ ‘
74  BI, XIX, p. 137, JBORS, 1V, pp. 426-27,

75.  This order differs from kingdom to kingdom., While
Samate and bhogi are addressed in Bhanja grants

8B, 1, p. ff. and Rejyéneka, Réjaputra in
ﬁiﬁi eﬁigrapha OHRJ V11, 1558, P, BEJT;T'BEeuae

sakaras and Somevamsis furnished the list of many
officiale while addressing the lendgrants.
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agrarian system, We see that long-distance trading
activity is not evident in our périod. A® the bene~
ficiaries based themselves in villages becoming land-
lords, the village had to fulfil their requirementa,

On the other hand the villages which wore granted for
the maintenence of the templen76 also supplied different
types of egricultural products and other things such as
oil, potteries, clothes, etc., for consumption in the

day-toeday effairs of the temples and their staff,

The attachment of peapants snd ertisans %o the
donated villages also helped in the rise of self-suffi-
cient economy in villages, Thuse feudalisation of the
state epparatus helped in the growth of self-sufficiency
of the villages, which in turn bocame a feature of feuda-
1ism.77 Probably it wes in this period that there deve-
loped the jajmeni system as the artisans 4id not have

XLVII, part VII, pp. 323=24,
KOS. 3““, pc 202
i 0. 2, Po

76,

| Jﬁas,
: #; V
m, 1, NO. 2, p. T

e P, Henri, Economic and sociel history of medieval
 Burope, rs Y-E. Clegs, Londos, T958—pp: 7-12,
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scope to sell their products in the ebsence of msrket
sconomy, they feﬁain tied tb the villages and catered
to the pneeds of the peasants who padd them at harvest
time in kind.vs But no evidence is there in the

epigraphs to substantiste this aseumption.

The brehmanes and their patrong in course of time
came to identify themsalveb with the localitiecs where
they settled and helped to foster local‘culturea,79 thus
laying the basis for the rise of Oriya languege end
Oriys nationality,

S0 the organisation of production and distribution
of power in early medleval Orissa assumed feudal propere
tions, These conditions which perpetucted socio-economic
inequality lingered upto the end of mbghul period in

Ord gaa.-so

78.‘ umdi’ R.ﬁ.. m’ 1979' pp. 6b‘71‘
79.  Yedav, B.N.S., IHR, op.cit., p. 23.

80,  Des, B,8., Studice in the economic hiofozyrof
Orissa, Calcutta, 1978, p. 50 if,
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CONCLUSION

Phe different geographical units located in the region

now known as Orissa went through a process of unification

firet under the Bhauma-karas in the coastal region and then
under the Somevamséis who united the coastal parts with its
western'region. These territorial units got further impetus

for stete formetion as a result of their conquest by verious

-

Kings, starting from Asoka in 2nd century B.C., down %o

Rajendra Cola in the 10th century A.D.

By the early medieval period the policy of donating
land to Brahmanas ceme into vogue. By the turn of the 11th
century A.D, the beneficiaries, who were given land, ranged
from brehmenes and officials, to thevtémples. Gifts of
villages and land was mede not only by the Kings or the
sovereign authority but also by feudatoyigs. |

Barlier, the peasants used to enjoy their independent
holdings or had communal holdings, cultivating the land
independently. They had the access to forests, grazing
fields and other common agrarian resources, Although trade
was thriving upto the 3rd century A.D., it could not have
much impact upon the different sections of the Society.



113

It wes limited in nature and affected only the trading
section of the people,

However, the earlier set-up changed in the early
medieval period., We have hardly any evidence of trade and
the practice of lend donations became firmly established,

As a consequence the Orissan economy end politicsl structure
assume feudal proportions. The legal texts of this period
sanction the dénation of villeges., Various élaime were
established on the same piece of land. The beneficiaries
with iandgrants to their side, not oﬁly extracted various
revenues from the poor peasents but virtually subjected
them in every possible manner., The ruler alieneted to the

donees lmportant fiscal, administrative end judiciel rights,

Diséribution of landed property was such, that a whole
range of lended intermediaries arose between;the ruler and
fhe peasant., Probably all payments were now rendered by
land assignments to different.officials. The donees trans-
formed the donated villages viritually into their own estates,
The non-economic rights conferred upon them by the not-so-
clear languege of the lend donetions the beneficiaries were

able to reduce the peasant to a servile lot.
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This rise of feudal land tenure led to the growth
of self-sufficient village units and the jajmani system,
Thus feudel order was there in early medieval Orissa which

grew further ramifications in the medieval period.
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+8 Newe of ¥he  Donor mnd ' Details of ine .Place of  Donsted  Object of  Identification  Remara’
P gopper pl‘t. year Donee ’ Issue 711138'/ Donation of place names : .5
“’“-Rﬂt ____________________ P - . - =t l—ag———-—-——n-—--—n.—--—ﬂ-‘-~—'—--—-—--—-~-—-~~——-—-'Hb‘!-hl‘
- (1) (2) (3) - (4) (5) (6) (n (8) (9) -
*-“.‘_m".‘“-_‘_-__*_ - . N - - - - o - - -b.}.......b..
1+ Vakratentali  Mahibhavagupba I Bhatteputra Suvernapnr Vekratertali Banatan tely P
srant Janame jaye Jatarupa 20® 53 N | s
. 3rd R.Y. in Bolangir 83°%4%g < . &
i #» Kalibhana -d0- Bhajaputra Murisima  Jawwa - . Jamagoan B
plates 6th R.Y. Govinda pattana v Bolongir
3. Patna plates “g o= i. Bhattaputrn Kurisima Vakabedda Vag:kavir: o
14, SOn of Narapa- 83" 50" B
gonda Bolangir
111, hattapuﬂra
) VAsudeva
. iv. Son of Rame Sarma
4. Patna Nusewm -3o- Bhattaputra _
platen 6th R.Y. Kesava mF -(Q= Piahitala Pointala
. Ayya 2 miles B. of
| Bolangir
$.  Ragpur Museun . [ Bhattaputra ~do~ Satallama Satlama in
platsa 8th R.T. Tanthakarae Bargarh of
Sambalpur Dist.
6. Gaintale lahabhavagugts Bhattaputra Arédma Reigrama Fot tdentified:
plates Janape jay® Tik vijs '
17th R.Y. Kat
7.  Sone -do- In favour of Gottaikela Gottarkela
plates Deities Sri  Arama 3 miles from
Kenava and Aone pur
Sri Mitya
bhaté;aka.ra to )
e - P . ZxiFemelaymg L . R
CE _ vandka Sthéna ' T
£ , of Suvarnapurs s
8. Caudwar © =do- Bhatta Sri Arama Alanda AManda, 3 miles
plates 31t R.Y. Manattamé Kataka ’ east of Bolangir
Sadharana '
9. Candwar -8o- -do- B [ 2 Tul d »
plates enda uilu?:& golangir
f 85° .52
10. Caulwar =40~ ~d0~ -do- AM Kigréna Harigoan 21°.6"N
plates ~ 83° .6"B Bolangir
19. Kalibhana -d0- Bhattaputra Juvesms, Konnapiila Not identified
, plates 34th R.Y. Deva’ P i F
12. Degmon plates Mugthagondala Bhuvanaga Sukara Kiran<kola -do-
deva of Réstra- Kataka"
7. kuta family during :
: Janamejaya 1's
reign
. 13, Oriesa Mahasivagupta I Sri Xakos Virﬁ.tapura Kudukulo -do~
L Museur plates Yayati I . Ehanda-
. 4th R,Y, Koetra
. 14. Patna Museyp - Kamadeve ~do~ Tajakajjd Talagaja 20°.39%KN
rlaten 8th Rr.Y, J 1 a83°, 33": 10 ng..
S.B. of Bolangir
1%. Cuttack -d0- “Sankhapani .
) : pani ~d0- Candagrama Candagan 20° .11%K
plates 3 9th R.Y, 86°.8"8 32 miles
- . S8 of Cuttack -
6. Mbvina -3 O Punrlarika -éo- Residen N Adentiri
Tharter 15th R.Y. “Sernd Hopaaent. of Not identiried
niksita ’
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at.

2z,

R

24.

25.

26.

27' ’

28,
29,
30,

31.

32,

mm plated

htna platas

f Quttaok

Yl.eton

* Mahakcala

Historieal
Seciety

“platesn

Kud opali '

 plates

Khandapara
platee

Banpur
plates

Maranjawara

charter

Narasimhapur
charter

Samkhamer? -
¢ grant

8ingle plate
from Mahade

Sonepur
plates

Single
Kelge plates

Retnagiri
charter

Famelpur
plates

Kumerang
plate

“qo~ Bhatia :
~ 0~ o~ Qe
28th R.Y.
Mahabhavagupta 1T ~do=
Bhimaratha ' ST
_3ra RLY. Réoeco .
Nahibhavegupta Son of  Kisure
Ré&jadava Oakradherd Kella
* 11th R.Y. .
Réna:Ka Sri  Nardyana Samands
Punja Huring pati ’
the raign o
MahAbhavagupta
Rajadeva
13th ®.Y.
MahaSivagupta Rénaka Yayhti
II Dhearma~ 51T nagayr
ratha 11th R,Y, Abhimenyu
Indraratha ¥Yor the offsr- =do:
6th R.Y. ing and worship
of the Deity !
Sri Fnadirave-
rnni bhattérike | -
Nahabiva- Svaradoyi Suvarna
€1ptu 111 Sri pura
ayatl II Yasakara
3rd R.Y, B
MahBbhave- Sankara Yayati
guy-ta v Sarman and nagara
dyota Kemari his brother
4th R.Y, Balabhadra
, Sarwman
~d0- Govinda ~do-
4th R.Y. Kara
Ud}'ota Bhat tapuira ~-do~
Kenari Dharmapila
Kuma;-a Ud&ya - Suvarna
Jomshvara Kara purs
deva 18t R.Y,
- ivhavakars; -
Son of Uldaya
Kara
Kgrnaraja Rani Yayati
deva Yarpura nagars
6th R.Y, - Sri
anaka ' Parama ~d0~
ayarnava Eara
dur ing the
reign of
Eernnadeva
Tth R, Y.
Dengi Sir -
Y¥ahddavi Brahmanias of
year 187 difterent

Gotrans

‘Iwkﬁi '-.': fl '

" grima

a R L STy e A A I i el e b sbae o

l‘}huah&lﬁ- .' <
siminiid |

Pasiliniira

o

Loisars
gréma

Bhildt e
grama '

Lupukhambd  ;
gréna o

' . L.

Haranja
nurs

Rontalenda
Lovakarada
Agarabadamula
grama

Comunga

kttenda
Varavuda

. Veravuda

© Sankonia |

14

Vadakela

Kamntsara
nagari

t

T A

Not 1dentified | .

in Xelahandl 14 iu.
_morth of Tel.

Gondm 21®.
Baragerh ES‘
‘Jarbalput

, Tinjira vnl‘ \
a:rgmpu M“

of “{smb&lpm‘

Sarandsa i M"s _i_'g

e N ew

>~ 1" "&‘-r t"h;:

Kantilo 22° za-l
Puri 85° 14"B
Dist.

Karada 20° 28+W

~$

X

W
¥

85°14"B Baromba cuérwms. '

[

Not identified .»

Oy

Lo

Achenda, 7 miles
from Kelga in
Bolangir Diss.

Not identified

Anikene,3 miles °
from Ratnagi.ri in

- Cuttack

>
-

Near Koladk of
Ganjam

Kemsaru in
Dhenkunal

f
4
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Feulpur Subhakara 200 Guhedeva Komparaka Kupari (Balasore)
’,3. amg dava Brahmanap plitaka in Panckld 208 17'K, 86° 25°'8. .
R.Y. 54 ¢ Visaya and Baghuadi, 15 milee o
Dangénki & Yok  N.E. of Jaipur with g
, in Vubhyudaya Solanpurs - _ o
. o Visaya : C
34. Chaurasi ‘Sivakara Jalubhatta ~do= Vuyradd in _ " Buhuruda 19° 10'N, ‘
plate deva 11X , Daksina Tosdli 85° 58'R 10 miles
yoear 73 North-Bast of Puri ,
$%. Dhorskots “Subhakaradeva Bhatta Narfyan = Gundaja in Gundrivadi 49° 13'N
plate year 103 and Bhatte Daksina Tobali 84° 27'B 10 milen .
Devakédnta North-West of Dhara- .
kota, Ganjam i/
3. Hindsl ‘Subhakara-  God Vaidyad Guhadeva Nddilo Nandelo in ex-
plate deva nétha pataka Hindol state of '
year 103 Bhattaraka Dhenkanal tf
granted at the ' :
request of .
Pulinda raja v
3. Dhenkwel  Tridhuvana  Hhefia | ~do= Kantaspura Kantapura 20° 8'N, ¥
plate wahadevi Jagad: dhare ’ 86° 4B in Cuttack
year 110 Dist,
38, Angul Dharma Sridhara ~d0-
plate Mahadevi bhatta
39. Ganjam .Dangi Mahd- Pratihfra Guhesvara Purvaichanja _
grant dev Thavala pataka in Varadu-
year 160 Enanda Visaya
40. Ganjam Dangl . oo e Brobd s L R Rembhiés in i = Aty wae
o plate Mahfidevi Purusottama Khalikat Ganjem "
' ' who made over '
half of the it
village to
Ravika -
41. Tekkali Indra Kaliriga Skanda A 'hala' of land Tungm, Near " A 'Hala' of
plates Varman Ragara Sarpan is Fhe village Tekkali land Is the
G.B. 154 Tunganna . land cultiva~.
: ble by ome
plough~share
42. Chieacole Devendra -t 0 iTo_Six Pappangika Poppangl in Lo
plates Varmen Brahmenas Srikakulam )
8.8. 183 ! Dist. of A.F.
43. Tharmalinge '~ 0~ ~fo0- One half of Haduvaka Adaya . in
: svara G.B. 184 the village village Purlakeneddi
Plates to God Yoges-~ of Gan]am
. vara Bhattaraka
- the other half
to studenta of
' Sivecharya
44. Tirlingt ~30~ ~30- Pillisarman Navatala Huétala.
plates 6.8, 192 and his s&on village Parlake?edi
and daughter (Ganjam
45. . Siddhnntem ~do- - Tampara One 'hala‘ of -
plates G.B. 195 Barman Di:Khit land from the_
’ who shared it village Siddha~ ‘
with his bro- rthaka -
Sher Yajna
sarman
46. Dharsza Anantavarman Kalinga Vishnu Tolatthera Gurandi
lingesvara . G.¥. 204 Nagara : Ganjam

platen

Somacharya
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47. Santabom- Nandavarman =40~ Three Cikkhali - Near Takkali
mali plates G.B. 221 Brahmanae Grama : .

48. The Vieag- Devendra~ - . Bhattaraka Tudvamaeina In Srikhalum
patam varman Dharmesvara Pudita and Dist of A.P.
plates 3.B. 254 Soligamu duda -

49.  Almanda Ananta - " Sriddhara VMedaka with FNear Almanda

: rlates varmon bhetta demarcated in Vishakapatanem

G.E. 304 boundaries Dist.(A.P.

50, Salantri Devendra-~ - Vishnp ‘sarman Muc@unika, 15 miles west of
plates of varman and 1/3 to . with demarcated Srikakulam Dist,
Musunika his borhter boundaries "
grant | Vanu barman

51. Bangalore ~-do- - In favour of Siddhata In Srikakulam
plates ‘ Guru Vinita- Dist.

Bdsi for the

worshipyping

rites of the
\ lord

%2. Chicacole ~d0- - One half to a Birinika Near Tekkali
plates Goddesns, the

other half to
four brothers .

$3. Badakhimedi  -do- - ‘Govindafearma Purujvana In'GmJam
plates G.B. 308 N

54. Tekkali " -do- - Donees name  Village name -
plates ¢.B. 310 has been has been erased

erased . .
- o D At SRANAS 11, . P -~ ) . . + LA L Y
.- 35,  Pattall Lokamahadevi «~ Goddess Pgtali, Arali Near T@kkali
: grant Queen mother Kanchipoti and Kreasankara,
' of Yuvaraja, Bhattarika the three villagea
Rajendravarman ) . '
G.%. 313

56. GSimhipura Dharme Khedi, Jayantipura to 300 Dharmapura In the South
rlates the ranaka Drahmen as of Ganjam

in the time headed by

of Devermira- Dudura valaka
varman Ganga and Chnamdaka
Eadmba vamsa |

Era 520 ‘

57. Chicacole Devendra~ - to 300 Tamaracheuru -

plates varman Brahmanas
6.E.(3)51
58, ~do~ Satyawarmen -Kalinga To Deity Tarugrama The land had the
G.B. 357 Nagara Hunkavapose capacity of pro-
Avamin as a ducing 1000,
Devdgrahara Dhinya.
in Tavour of
Kamalasana
bhattaraka

59. Mandasa In the reign - Frulkaiayddeva Patharakhanda In Ganjam

Plates of Ananta village T
varman Jaka
913 Era R.%.
15, by a chief-
tain, ranaka
Dharwakhedi ~

60, C?icacole inanta- Falinga Mahidhara Durasi The land was able

rlates vormon Masara to produce 100

Dhanya b Adhaka~
[FanRfia-neasure=
ment.
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63,

64.

65.

66.

7.

68.

10.

1.

12,

73.

T4.
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ORI S -4 — 2 - 6 T 8 IR S
Tekkall Ananta-~ Kalinga Vithubhatte  Sinicheruna - -
plates verman Nagara village
. a.E. 358
Parlakemati f Rijaputra Hossandi - The village was
platen a ,uga;d nate emadi givan on the
King in the occagion of the
time of Vajra- donee's marrisge
hasta !
Chioacole In the_time of = Sri Erapa Three vill In Srikakuwlem  The villages
platee Valhukhmarnava, Nayaka such as, Fatu- Dist. were trans-
G.K.B. 5726, a grama, IIo;xdara formed into s
aubordinate vada and Mora- Yalih a-agra-
Chicf Takshma- khini hara .
naramna deva
Ponduru VYajrahasta Dantipura Uttana Bali S1x villages In Srikakulem This grant
plates deva - Nayaka and such as Tandi- Dist of A.P. was given in
: a portion misoka, Ponduru, lieu of hie
was for his Muttalike, Tala- heroio deed
son cheruvu, Chirelumu,
Gara, Jandirama,
in two visayas ,
Chirupalli Vajrahasta Kalinga Nérayana Jadyala - -~
plates alias Ananta- Nagara
varmen
¢.B. 383
Anghavarma Vajrehasts - Madapa Goshtha gotta in
plates Bhima Vaga Srikakulam Dist.
I'irakarpur Udayakhedi Kalinga To_12 Pagadakheda In Ganjam Dist. Shares of the .
plates of the tim  liagara Brahamanas Brahwanas are'(
of Nevendra- : mentiohed hire.
varman in_terms of
Vritti and
. FPadas
Galavalll Manjuendra ~do-~ To a Aeity Numkapataka Y.
plates varman Gundisvara, gréme, Radabansi
G.E. 393 Race ived by grima and Chinta-
Samaveda cedu gram
Bhagevanta
Chidavalasas DNevendra Kalihga To three Kandli vada In Srikakum
Plates varman Negara Brahmanas Dist.
G.B. 397
ita -d0- - Narasimha s Naipta- Near Tekkali
vataka bhatta and vataka,
grant madhava
bhatta
Kamba Kaya Udayalitya - One-hahf to Reveniji In Orikakulam
plates in the time . Revana Nayek, Dist.
of Devendra- One~fourth
varman Saka each to Aitaya
Bra 1003 and Somaya
Andhavarnm Anantavarman Kalirga To_three Kel amadumvi -A0~
plates Nagara Brahmanas Salcuna
Boddapadu Va%rahaata ~40~ God Jalasvara Avaremga Avalipgi in
plates Ir and the madar- Srikakulam
Jaka 982 manavarttika Dist,
was given to
Erayama
Ganfam letta bhaila - Six Ratang Rottang in
plates Brahmanas Ganjam
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7.

76

.o

.

T8,

79.

80.
Rt
82.

83,

84,

5.

86..

88,

89,

90.

91.

92.

23.

94.

Sanjan

One
Brahmana

Two
Brahmanas

it

14 Brihmanas

Ivadetta
the merchant

g‘\ghmap a.

Two
Brahmenas

- 2

ahmana

{
One )
Brahmana
Vishnu Svami

and Narayan
Svami

One
Brahmana

Ajapala

Bhattaputra
Bappi ,

Bhat {a
Purandara

One
Brahnana

Jagadhara
‘Sarma

-do-

Harivamea

Two
Brahman as '

One

Neeta bhafija -~
plates ' ,
Ghoonaar ~do~ Vanjulvaka
plates : .
Yanjulvaka =40~ T
grant
The Bana tumva -0~ Varadda
coryrer plate R.B® 26 on
grant behalf of his

three Queens
Dasapalla ~-30- Vanjulvaka
copper plate
Baud grant Ranabhatija Dritipura
Baut grant ~d0~ ~do~
Fatna Museum ~do- -
platesn
Kunurukela Satrubhahjae -
grant Dava
Jangalpada ~40- ' -
plates Jamvat 14
Sone pur Satrubharije -
coprer plate heva
The Daspalla Ranak Satru- Vanjalvaka
grent amMja Deva ‘
. Semvat 198
The Ganjam ~-do- ~-do-
copper plate 1ssued by the

arder of Sri

Frithvl mahadevi
The Ganjam Vidyadhara o [
plates Bhanja
Orissa ~do- -30-
copmr plate
grent ’
Anterinrama Yababhafija - =-d0o-
plate R.B. 3
Antarigrama Ja-Yabhafija EKolada
plates Dava

R.B. 3
Baudh Kanaka -
plates bhaiija
Bamanajhati Ranabhaija  Khijjing
grant 1 ‘ Jiinga
Ehanda ~-do-~ -
Nanli grant

Br é.hmar‘xa

1 8 R DR,
Mgchchheda - Machhagaon 1n
grama in Quttack Dist.
Machohhhira Machhagaon area
gréma in Cuttack Dist,
Sedagrama and " In Ganjam
Rajagrama . LI
Vandu tungs Banatumva village
grem Bhar}anagar -
Genjam
Part of the Nayagarh area of
village Gunda~ Puri Dist.
pataka
Kontinthi Eontuani, 2 miles
. South of Baudh
Vallasringh Balasinga, Baudh
Vahivaravada -
Jaintamura In Sonepur,
Bolangir
Kontamullo In the Ganjam.
Dist.
1 _;
Konkaira Not ldentifisd The starting
. ' year of the
Samvat has been :
taken a8 736 AD
Komvebada In Ganjan DiBt. OFRJ,Y,{1952-53:
S.N. Ra) v,
pp. 208 g:n-
Mula Mach- ¥achha goan « V
chhada gram L
Tundurava Tundura, Aska
Ganjan
Koryana Konomana in
GCanjam
Rengarads Bhangarada in
Gumusur of
Ganjam
Bahuls, In ex-Bavdh
Bendwiki State
Jamarapura and
Simhipura
Timandirs, Bamanghati in
Nankolada Mayurbhanj
Jagbupardaka
Bonula In Mayurbhan}

!

.
)
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. 95. Tasa pai- Ranabhai i - One Brahmapa Tasapaikerd - In Binke e
. Rera platen ) Bolangir oy
96, Orirsa Repabhaiija Dhrt¢ ipura Bhatta Varisamd - Athmalik area
Museun Deva ; Varada of Dhenkanal s
plates R.B. 9 '
97. Orissa Hilebhafija Varijulvaka Tumve Deva Deuladda = In Ganjam y
Museun plates R.B., I v &
98. DBamonaghaki R&ja dhanja Khijjtinga One Brahmana - Brahmanavase in
grant Deva Deva Brahmana Bamanegari of
Mayurbhan}
99, Bonai copper Vinlta Tunga - Harsanala Konjuary - In Keonjhar
plates
100, The Fharga  Vinita Tunge = = |Bhatta A plot of - Near Meramaundali
prasad Samvat 169 Isana land in. Dhenkanal .
eop§er latc . Labantayi
" pp. 242 tf.
101, The Talcher Gayada Tunga Jayapura Bhatta Jvalpa~ - In Talcher,
plates Kotta Bhainadeva Eompai Dhenkanal
WLT? Talcher  -40- - Half of the Vemaitalla ~ Tonkura region.
ates share of the of Pallahara
village goes Dhenkanal
to Bhatiaputra
Devasarran and
one-fourth each
. to Bhattaputra
Ll Rl vf“"\.lﬂefd m}a - T
Bhattaputra
Rama Adeva
103, The Asiatio -4o~ - 1. 1/6th to Bhatta- Toro Thorakota in
Soolety plates . putra Dado Pallahara
11. 1/6th to PBhatta~
putra Trivikarma
and Turasottuma
1ii. 1/18th to Bha}ta~
putra Ramadeva,
alonmrith his
five brothers
iv. 1/18th to Bhatte-
putra Ghallo
v. 1/18th to Bhatta-
utra Vishnu °
vi. ?/Gth to Bhafta~ This grant was
putra Nerayan a Kara-sasana
vii. 1/12th to Bhatta- in favour of

K

) 9 '

putra c‘ri{rhossha and
his three brothers

viii.1/18th to Bhattaputra

ix.

X

xi,

Trilochana

1/36th to Bhattaputra
Baladeva

1/12¢h to Bhattaputra
Monoratha deva Sarman
and his two dbrothers
1/12th to Phattaputra
Sadhovana

brahmanas and

the Trin-odaka
(nomIn n

for annum9

fixed at palas
of Silvor :
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