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the tlobal sp!'aod of nationalism and the s ~~la for 

tndepsndenca tn the ~oe ~Jhf.ch t._re eolonlel ten:i wles 

96VO birth to many nation-states ai'Ound \h., ~tld ln tJ'l8 nld• 

dle of the 20th century. 11ae soctet1ca once lt;olatcd, OJ!W 

s 1\.lnbertng under C",olonl.al ntle 't111 a& late as ttu·· J.9«ls have • 

in qulck succession. gained po!itleal imependonce and fallen 

helzt to ncOl"o& of eociol1 economle, aNI polf.tlcal prnblems. 

t.lany of these countries tnherl ted populations of mosaic com­

post t1on td. th widely contras'Ung, soelo-ccom~ntc systems and 

btstarteal experiences. They had few tie& of tnte~actton, 

unl ty em ldent1 ty emonust ~tr populations apart from those 
• 

t'!"OVI.ded by t~!J' eommcn (IJtPf\rionce under a s1n,le fatzly 

unlf1Gd eolonlal admintstratlon ~4hlch ccntr~d around rlve% 

valleys where plantation, 11\dustrles and mark4lt flourlehed. 

1h~ procoss of formation of natton-states on such a 

foundotton loft eany athnlc grou,e \\ttleh were relottvel.y le&G 

devalotni soeietl~s. \~thin the bounds of those ln the plains. 

Bncause of th~ uneven t?CorY.Jmlc developmPnt, contrasting 

soclal sy&tern& Dnd .-;:h~ dtfff'ront hlstortcal eK~:rt<Jncea h 

CJro-ups deW'>loped a stroru.J primordial sent~nt on ethnlc 

boundart.n. As colonial ~rs dopsrtltd, th«"se othntc 

poups werr CJVflrt:ome by th0 rleslro to b~ nottced. They 

aeaJ'CMd for nn tdent1 ty and almc>.d at mnklno that. tdentl ty 



pUblicly acknowledged as having import • "e soelel ass~rtlon 

of the ~elf en ~lng ~v ln th0 wozld0 •
1 Consetittently 

pollttcal nttentlon ln the nMI States shlf'Wd from the anti• 

eolonlal n'b'\tgglCJ to t..n~gratton of a J\()t.er~n3US pcpulaUon. 

DoJnctstlc tensions and cen'tl'lfugel fOZ'tes became so l.ntensl• 

flod that the very exlatenee of the nascent Stataa ••re 

'thl'fUltened. This, ln &CIMt eases, l()d 'to t-he neaklng up of 

natton states into moft nations. lnd1a la oM of thl& kind. 

Qn the eve of S.ndtt!)OndenctJ thtt Indian tub-continent 

was- faced with the proble of retatnlng the co1onla1 terri. to• 

l'lal (lnd pollt.lcol ettac.tuns. lnsplw of Ml' atm for 

•untty ln dlvernlty', trttder thfl lt-!adanbt.p of Jlnnab a Qftat 

~r of l.~lltn8 optod out pf the new Xndl~ and formed 

Pakistan. Uany other groups raised the aame clnlo to be 

free of a <JOVM"rrnPnt ln Delbl, such aa KasJint.r. and Mhaltstan 

t.n ttw north, DJ:'avldlan state tn the ·aouth, tJnltad Bengal 

ln the flatt., Nagaland tn 1tte extnme north-aast, ntc. tillw­

evel', all thf1se exe~pt the f~egas were s.-s\l'lled tn the process 

of !ndle's natlo~ull~t~ ~teh was tha~actarl&ed by con-

flict and nccor~BOdatt.on. Th@ f'lagas fJ"J"Slst fo.- an t,.Jepen-
• 

dent Nagaland. Thou contention ts that they weJ:e mver en 

integral paJ:t of India •xcept fOJ: &CJt~e common expe~<lence 

undeJ: e colonial fJO\\JOZ'• 

-··· ···-----~~·-········ .............. . 
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In tho post \Votld Wu lt peJ:tod, the Nqa tl'lbea 

forg~d themdelvea tnoethe• for a polltleal tdenttty under 

the Naga Nattonal Council. They had not only clal.sled the 

rlgbt to tndcpe~nc:e on· the departure of the 81:'1 ttsh but. 

bad also csdo thctb:' mm unlln~l'al docle~"atton of lndepen­

denco on 14th August 1947 and launched an o:rgsnlnd attempt 

to sustain lt against the will of the C"~l'fuent at Delhl. 

In the JJI'Ot.l"aetf?d confllcl. a section of the nottonalts• 

ftftQCUeted wlth ttm Gow!'f'l!ltlnt of tndta and a state was 

ennted tn th& .tndltm llnlon tn 1963 called tJIDalfUI!. But 

&om9 sections hl:tve• even today • not nconctl~d to lncluslon 

ln Indla andt tneftfore, their ~m nmalns an unsettled 

poll tlcal t*'Oblem and an ongOing moveflten't. 

Since tha r!se of various nattons tn post-\~•ld ~sr II 

eocto1oglsts hove ~ecognized a need fo~ the atudy of nstlone• 
llsm that pr.moetcd varlous ethnlc groups and its cxpresalcn 

as po\itlcol and r.oclol ~nts on 1:Jm ba&l& of n!ltt.onellat 

ideology. 1h1s study t.s an attet\1)\ to analyae one such move• 

mont ln the eoctolootcutl t.r('dt tlon, whtch ft!lerged from a aeg­

ocnted t:J:-1ba1 soclcty, clabns to be \\OI'thY of th_,. status of 

nationhood and launched an Ol;Janlzed ~nt. 
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the nature of tnqutry ls basod on the proposition that 

the tJaga t.:10vat~ent ls hlsto!'lcal, st:ruetural, lftfJ ldeologtcal• 

Htetorlcal ln that tt ls a eu-ocess of history tn vttlch a 'prl• 

mltlve people' (less evolved e.octety) llvlnc:J in isolated clo­

se systems tdthln ~ paraa~Ctor of eontUM vlllatQ, fOJ'Q4td 

ttu'ltnselves togethPr to form a nattonaltty through a constdera• 

blo period of time. Struet=al tn that. the vartous etr:anps 

ln the coune of evnnts •s-e dlrcet responua to the attuctu­

Jtal ~lrctatt tencoa ln and around 'thrt.r soetoty. And l.deologl• 

cal ln that, thez-e ls tlte perttstcnco of Ideology tlltch has 

kopt the ttovMrJOnt ellw thtmuuh the chaJ"Iilf\s•, ~ study, 

theftfRe1 to tn tif!le-pfl'speetsvc so at to unde7:s'tand the 

eonccrr.Ditant stages of thCt moveJ!lent and subset:uent. deW>loJI!lPntr. 

In ell ctvlltaatlont men have oat togethor to sutve 

t• meeting colleettve needs Which db'ectly or lndlrecUy 

effect tho suc!el order. The study of such encteavo~ la 

claimed by schollli'S llke Rudolf2 to be 'the OJrlgin of sqclo­

lOtJV• However, lt hod not been CJtven much trnportance as a 

subject of study unt.tl the unprececklnted soclo-J)Ollt.lcal lfPt'* 

beavals ttu:ough mass movements ln the U.ntleth centurya 
. 

--·- .... 1 , ...... ----- .............. ..... 
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Wcrrld wan, nvo1utlons1 t.deologt.cal conflicts, peasant and 

f4l"mft& movements, student UJ"~relt, n&tlonallat tmJ l~a­

tlon mo~nt.s, ... tc. These expert~ne•s noused social 

eclenUats to study those fecton and force& mleh contl"l• 

buted to such eollcctlvo act.tons. Stm:r then• collecUw 

soclal and poll t.tcal actions as proeesn& throuuh which 

socle'ty ts. shaped have becOitm a major eea ln soclel nMuJnh. 

And ln neent ~& tJtt, study of such collccUve pl\enoNna 

ltd evolved into e loosely defined fleld of soclfJ1fJQy ~ 

as ~lology of Social Movements. 

The wo.l'ds social movement.& had been Val'ledly used end 

undenWOd. ,Uhen lt ftrst c~~ .lnt.o use in the nineteenth 

centmy, 1t. moant "thft ~nt of t.h& new lndJ&trtal te~1ttng 

close, wtth its &tJClallstJ.c., t:ortDUnlsttc, and ansnhlstlc 

teftdenctea•. 3 It bad also &.!·en regartad as "ep1~,...ne. 
aa the by pJ'oduc\5 of soel.al end pol1t1W devttlopnent. u 

topics dtacussed tn P6&8lng as sub-s..,.ttes of collflctlw be­

hnl~.4 1hus as Bank aptly ate~, •so loosfl and sllP­

ebod has tho empl~nt of those words beeoaM 'that they sea 

capable of appltcetlon to any kind of group actlvlty whetso-
5 ewzl' • 

........ 1 l 2 ,., TS .. j) • I ._lFI. f A.. • ..-w £1. 

3 

4 
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Nove~tholess, the aim to develop a comparative syste• 

matte theory of soelal movement ts justified. Por,. mow­

mente lnsplte of tho!r vast difference& 1n a~ and doctrines 

have many common vat ts, 6 the.refoze 1 social movements dasene 

to be studled ln tholr own r-ight as phencoena. 7 Smelser also 

adds to thts just.f.flcation in his stUdy of collective behaviour 

and sutes that untier condl ttona of stable interaction, many 

soelal elements are ai ther •controlled• or •taken for granted• 

snd hence aro not. resdS.ly observable, but •during collecttve 

behaviour' these came in~ tho open ••• Thus it affords a pecu• 

llsr klnd of laboratory :f.n which we are able to study dlrec~ly 

components of behaviour \'hlieh usually lle dozmant-. 8 He fur• 

1:1\er statad that 11a1though Wild s-unours1 ct."azes. panic riots, 

and revolu'ttons al"e surprlslnc.h tl't.Qy oeeuzt wt;tb regular£ ty • 

they clusta~: S.n tlme. they cluster ln ce~taln cultural anas. 

'ft\ey oeeutt WS. th greater frer:uency anong ee~taln soelal gs-oup-

tngs. etc0 
•' 

Thus S.n ree~nt times the study of soetel move*nts 

attzacted lne%eastng attention throughout the world and even­

tually various opinions have emerged attt!ftlpt1ng to Identify 
.,,, . .,_PI ___ Mft$ .......................................... _ .... 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Herberle Rudolf• (1949). pP , C&t, p.347 

t4cLaughl1n (Bany)IF.dl969, P.g Cf.St P• 1 

Smelser, N.J., (1962).! !hJrlhiPa. 9§- COit'CGibe 
DebaiQYE• New York, nee esa• p. 

,Jbid.a P• 1 
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the subject motw Cor.l~lmnslvely. However, the study of 

'soctol movet!\Gnts still leeks prnclslon or unonltl1 t.y on con­

ceptual and thaoretlenl aspncts beeauan of the diversity of 

social movt;mOnt.-l. 0 'l'hey range from J'eliglous to secular 

from I'Cwlutt.onary to J'4Ule1.lonarv 1 from eoopozoatlw to ncbl• 

aQetlc~.10 And also b~cauqe the subject tt&elf ts stlll in 

a farmnttvo stage. ~ne~ lt ts ~ratlve to distinguish a 

~nt fJ:'om e non~~nt end get a ~ar ldea of ttl mf!an­

t.ng, usbgas and sallf\nt feotures._ A revlet"' f.& made ln the 

following PtU"agraphs on aosno l't?f)J't~sent.crtlv~ cone~pts put for• 

ward by scholars on the subject • def1nlt1ono and characterts­

tlcn, clanniflcntions end emergence of social mov~nte tn 
general end nationalist. movements tn particular. 

81\I'Qnl' bt:lofly defines acetal movemont os a 0 eo11ectlve 

ente~loe to C~stot,lt.sh o nrtJ ordtl:r o~ llfe" •11 So do Sr.ymcnsk 

end C~rtzoa as a ucollcetlve effort to cha~e socletlen•.12 

.Joseph R. Gusfl~ ld narrows a lt ttlCJ furthf'·r and defims :1. t ae 

•so~tolly &hBI'~d sc'tivS.tt.es and beliefs dl.fttcted toi'Jards the 

•••. ¥UU1a•·--------···· FJ ljUI11 OW ... .., 
10 

11 

12 

.. 

t'lcLaughlln Ban:Y1(ed)(l969)• PR.Git, p.4 

Ho%\Mrt 01\IM!r, 0Soclal MovernPnts" 1 ln Me laughlin 
(1969), Qg Cl$a p.O 

Albert, J. Seymansk anrl Ted f',eorge Go(')rtaea. (1979) 

fe'e~ ri:t::iJi"e=m~~~ a rtDnaDt!MJsm, 
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deftanda for exebonge t.n some es!)Pets of social ordt ... 13 

t~re explicit than •ast.Mcts•. tald sntl Ash defi.Md soelel 

movemonts as •a purposlw and eollocttve etter.l!)t. of a num­

J;)e,.. of people to change lndlvtduals or socl(\\al lnstttu­

tlons end sV'ltctua"e". 14 

Me~berle Rudolt15 dlstlngulsbea between two types of 

eolloettve octtont (a) thoro \Whf.eh because of llmt ted 

goals 1 nover attract f"JJTe than small qrourts of JK!!Oplti w men"J 

ltke senti~nts ond llkf' sctlons -.N.eh occUl' i.nctepenrlently 

.emong a large nl.lnb~r of people 01' Ud. t.ative raasa-aetlon; end 

(b) tboso vmieh almlng at Compnhenslve and fundamental changes 

S.n tho eoc1ol order \'Jl tb a sense of group ld~ntl ty and sollda• 

rlt.y and an !W'.wenes& of boina unt.~d with eaeh oth~r ln 

aeUon fo~ a c~n goal ll!!'OmJ&"t. thCt 1ndlvl<htalti+ h latter 

he :raferc to ntl soclal movrrnents. To htm, it. is the alta• 

rlcm of •group conseloosness• that soelsl ~nts GrfJ dls• 

tS.nguSehed fi'OCJ othf.'s- movet!'Jenu. 

P.:N. Uukbo•jee16 svesus on suuctural ebonges that 

the ~nt socks. He exet!'llnes ten cases of coll~euvo mo-
.......................... _______ 5! .......... , .. .... 

13 Gusfleldt J.A. (1910), l?liBIS. Bl&am. MEld. UJYO~St 
tktw YQrk, John tJlley, p.l · · 

1.4 Zald. t<\ay N. nnd Roberta Ash (1966), •social ~ovements 
OX'ganlast.lo;a Growth, neeey and Change•, aasr&al . HIIQI 
vol.Mt P• 

18 Soe, Hfm)erlo Rudolf, (1949) and (1968), Qp C&l 
16 s~\uk~J:jeo. P.n •• (1917), '*Socl31 Movement and Soel.al 

ChnngtH Tow"lJ."ds a Conr!eptual Clortflcatlon and TMo­
ntlcal Pramawork0

, tn UtiiAlaal.cAl UVl&ISilh vo1.26 
tto.l, flaftb l9TI . 
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blllzatton and clasnlftes them tnto three broad categarles. 

They aret ( l) Corporate rouUnlJUlld, formal aJ¥':1 lnsU tu• 

tlonal arttculaticm of collective behsvtour1 (11) r..o11cc• 

Uve mobtllzntlon foml~l pressure 9f'oupa and lnwreat 

gr'oups, o:gonlzcd nraur¥1 e~tflc interests with llmlted 

goals within t.bn systemJ and (ill) Collective mobllluttnn 

whtcn eontzcs enund a demand for change of the ay&tem. Of 

'these, only tho thlnl kind forms a soclol movement. Although, 

the thl'ee may coe:Kls-t ln ·a glvcm soctcty1. to him •only eo11ec• 

tive moblllzatlon ftrr ectton d~ct.ed •Xl'>llcltly fm'lards s1• 

teratlon or transfomotton of the st:ructun of a svnut¥ or 

agelnst an e"J)llc:lt thrc!tet to en altf:ration or· transfomatton 

of a cysw .cnn be proPf'~ly undeJ'&tood as a social movement. 

CollC'ctlve tlOVC"tnentn tJl thin ttm syo~ ore c;\aasl-movementl. 

t .tc. Oommen makes distinct ton between ccllectlve be­

havlo\11'81 sueh aru (1) Panic nsponseJ (ll) Hostile out­

bll'rSt.sJ and (ttl) Organized action. To him only the ~ kind 

mako up a ooclol movemP.nt ffn' th~ oth•r two 0 are relatively 

short tem unor~anizcd outbul'st.& end ore not n~ces&a1:"11y 'b1.ed 

to an ideology or 1ssue8 •
17 & concurs with Bltat'l' ln that 

only wlu1n a movelnt'tnt "aeGulftta orgentaatlon and fom, a body 

of custcm1s and tradltlons, •s.tabllshed lr>adershlps, and el'ldu• 

rlng dev1nlon of lobour, soetal ru!Ps end social valuea, in 

........................................ Ill.····-
17 
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short • a culture• a soelal organtaatlon end a new scheme 

of life, l t becomes a soelel movement• •18 Here • '" 

tho need for a consistent end stgnlfleant span of tiM and 

ideology for r1uallfying collective action as a eoc:ta1 •w• 
t'l(}nt.. Likewise· Gur1!'19 c:ons1del's mob acttvl ty • demonswa­

tlons. ancl rlotn ot betng. outslcle the &cope of aoclol move• 
f 
~0 

menu. they a~e nporeettc ac"n not necessm:S.ly linked to 

demama fer change S.n the soelel order. t.l.s.A • .Rao,20 

m.adf> expltctt the need of an ideology when be defined soelal 

moYot'lltnt ea •an organized attempt on tho p~ of a sect'-

of society to bJ.'lng about. el ther partial or total change 1n 

soeloty through collective moblll2atlon based on an tdeologyP. 

Paul ~tlktnson21 ts concerned ~th the formuletlon 

• working conttipt of ~octal ll0Vf?1D(Int ~attwr than ~ th glvlng 

a precise deflnttJ.on. Thls •moving c.oncept• he bases on the 

followiftu fomulstlont (1) a soclalmov<?l'ltent ls a deUbel'ate 

eollect.lve endeavour to promote change tn any dlroct.lon G1l.l . . 

by means not cxcludlno vt.olonee, lllegallty, revolution, • 

wl't.hdJ:awal tnto a utopian cOITBmltyt (2) a Soctel Mowtt~~nt 

bU&t evlnce a minimal dcgr~• of organisation, though thls may 
..... w..--rtl'\1 ........ , .... 11 •trM•·•r•••I$FIMIS•••••••• P 

18 Hemc~t Dltaer, (1969), Ql .Gil•• P• l2 

19 aun, T.R .• , (1910), lbx HID Bft&?, Prtncewn. 
PJ'lnceton Unlvenlty Pfesa, ,,. 

Rao, M~S.A., (1919), §pfJal fllll!nSI .In las'Ut 
vol.I, New Delhi, Manohar. P• 

t':Jllktnson1 ~ (1971), Sas&a& HIY.BUU• London, PaU 
f.1ell1 P• 20 
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atenge fi"'tt a 1artae1 informal or partial l"vel of oroeni1otton 

to a highly lns~ltutt.onali1!Vtd or butnaueeatteed fo:ntJ (3) 

A eoelal f!OVf"mt'fttts CamntlWnt to Cht>ngo am thn WUA.&C&Kf 

of its organl~atlon are founded upon ~ conselous vollti~ 

nt.tmntlve eomr:llbnt to the C'.O\retnr.nt•s aim or b&llefs and ae• 
' . 

Uw pal't.:lclpo~lon on the part of followan or memt..n. ntus. 

to ht.m 't.ha mnj• churactes-lstlce of &®lal movements all"et 

eon!iclous e~ 't.ment to c:hangfl 1 minimal organlzat.ton and nos-• 
metlw eornmt. tmont and par-Uelpatton. 

W.llace22 \'lftWtd8s an example of Ant.hl'opologtcal 

approacb to. aoclal ~nt. He employs the te-rm DRevltall• 

aa\lon movements0 , moaning, a deliberate effort by~ of 

a soele'ty to cons~uct a mortt saUnfyf.ng cult.ure. He applies 

an analogy of htaan soelf)ty es a def1n1te klnd of organbm 

and lt& eulture eoneeS.ved of those 'pat.tems of learned beha• 

viour ,.,.leh e~ri.nln 'parts t Of 1:.lUi soc: tal organtsm or ays'tet! 

cheratrterts'tlcolly dltlplay. To hk'l it ts functionally ~cea• 

981:'Y for every person tn socloty to mntntain a montal ~ 

of the soel~ty and it& cu1'tt.¢e, as •11 as of hi.& Ot" .. n body 

and 1 ts behavS.Ottral ft9ulerl Ues, 1n ordoJ: to act ln ways 

whlch reduce Gtl-enaes e<t all l~vels of the system. \1\en thtJ 

~, expcnanee severe atftae leading to a cultural dlstor• 

Uon, the procer.s of •revt.taltutton• tako plac~ ~ this fore• 

stall& or atleast postpones dtre eonse~nces fo' the society • 
.... ·-··~·--. ,/& ... , ............... , •••••• " .. 



A study of ecelal movements neeessarl1y involves 

1 tself vd tb soct.ol change. 1'hls has been ec:knowlrdge by 

ell scho1ors an!l &Octal nct.entlota. t~ll!lon f!UU the study 

of soet.al movet1ents as 'primarily a study of social chango 

Btl mll as eultural changP-1 of a changing soclal orCel' as 

t-.11 a& ehnngln.3 valu~o end noms'. 2a· l·:O.ver, lt must be 

noted tJ\nt many of tho eorly t:ortts centet«'d around ~nts 

dlrocting towardn chonge a~1 hrnce undermt~d chango r8$l&~· 

lng aspects eoncoptually. As a response to thl& tendency 

Zanden24 has tn hi a st.udy of the Southern \1ht ttl res tetancn 

tlO'Vt'J~nt ln Anw~lca stated that soetal mveti.'K'nte do not lnt• 

tlotn ooctal chQn(;0 nwrely becnuse thby arise. 1bey often 

sttou!ate tlttl rice of ~nt opposed to "the chongeJ that 

social movGt:ent 0 W'ad1tlonally twa been defined tn a aanner 

which uould automoticolly exclude movements reatetlng soclDl 

change•. He, therefore, expll.cltly ant1cns ln hls deflnl• 

tlon, n •• • a mer() or lf'ss ~r&l&tent and orgsnlzoo effort on 

the part of o constderabl., ~I' of members of a glven 

soeloty t-!thor to ehanne a elt.uotlon mlch th~y ~efine • 

unaotiefnetory ~ to ~ent chanue in a altuDtlon ~lch they 

define as aatlsfac~. 

•••••ttn f ..... I --~ ...... 1 •• ff T VIii ....... 
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thl& vtew of .soclel movement as tnclustve of change 

rcnlstanea has be~n expounded by other ~ltera also. 

thafdu~rjoo nade thta oxpltclt 1n hl& above clted deflnltlons. 

o-n26 t.n hls wol'h on cherlsmotlc movement tone!ucted that 

sueh a rcovet::lent can ba 'as tJUCh a systen cons~nlng foa-ce at. 

tt lG a eyn'Wttl - changing force•. He obsezves that the deft• 

nlnn et"l torio of noelal ~nte employed by various \'4"1 tera 

aro hl.ghly influenced by the natu:m of the e.oetet.y ln mlcb 

ttury unrlel'tako tho invcstlgiltion and the &poelflc types of 

~nts t:mleh they obst~rve. He notes that •all eocS.ologtsts 

mo had studied eomplax soel~tlc~ conslde-r thf! 9Dal of move­

~nts to 1m 1chonoo • and all Anthropologists Sf'Oak of the 

goal au nysteo stabllltyD •. Bottomore26 also made spect.ftc 

oanUon of thl& ~:hen he defln«?d ooc::tal moY('mf?nt as a •eoll~c­

ttvo andenvour to procnow or resist. cbanne ln soetet.y of W\S.ch 

lt fO'nlS a paJ:t•. .In contre-dt&ttnctlon to thls change or 

etabl.llt.y poslt.lon, ES.senstadt27 notes tht! posslb11lty of 

ftatlonallsttc movements ln underd~lopod eountrles stmulta­

.. ously or tented to modem end tt"adl tlonal value&. 

hom the &bovo cited def$..nlt1om and ol)titlons we gatheJ' 

that salient chcraetert.attes of a social mvr-~nt ~uld gene• 

rally be ns followss 

..................................... •• •t-••• ............ 
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14 

( 1) A social movement. Is a poup pbencJ!Defta ant tbe:refon 

tho b&llefs and ectlons arn hn ld and canted by mMnben of 
I 

the ,roup structured ln an organlaatt.on or organt.aotlon& 

with establitlhod l&a:::erehlp and. dlvlslon of labour. 

(ll) A social movc .. nt ls always lnt.grntcd by a set of 

constltutlw Ideas - an Ideology. Such ldeologlC~s 'have to 

f,J1"0jcct. a eauso to trti:'U<J(Jle for, and present a vero1on of a 

~ valt.~Cd alternate ayatem'. 28 

(til) Pwm tdtlology. pollcl('la ce fomulntnd for lone wan 

otlrategle& and shc.¢t nm tactics vls•a-.J.s the ultimate goala. 

'fht:n 8e gulc..'ed by soelal rules and soelel values as upheld 

by tbe~nt. 

(tv) A soelal movement has among lts members a conscious• 

nos& of group ldentl ty, solldarl ty and eoomi tment elona w1 th 

an 0\<~aJ:'enesn of c:cmraon sent.tment and 90als. 

(v) Social oovmnents 8n tJrodUCts of the soela1 structure 

and tharofore aro essentially related to.eoclol change. It 

can tm both change ~ttnt, or chanue nslstf.nt• 

(vl) A soctal movnltl@nt has an obse..-vable duration in course 

of Whlc:.h t t enn go through various phases of change. 

• "••• ••• •· • •• 1 nr · ·•••••--•••• • •••••• ••••• 



'Thus. ~ may define a soelal movement at a dellbuate 

end Ol"()tml'Pd endeavour of a suff!clontly leJrga ~I' of 

people, bound together by e~on b!'llefna wt.th a St!!Me of so• 

lldarlty and o oMness of objflctlve towards chn~ or egatnst 

ch~ of the suuetu.re or &Vt~Ctures of a syswm t.hJ'out)h a 

slgniflcant O~"!ft of timtl and tn accorch!lnce· w1 tb a aet of values 

and mms of action. 

Social movements encOJ'Ot)asa a vartety of soelel ph-onome• 

na. thereforo. e syatem of elasslficctt.on bmcmot:fs. lMYl table. 

nr:cause of thl& Yflry fact tho lltrrtlt.ul'tt on sottolo~Jt.Cal theory 

contalm a plothot:'a of typologte& of mrw~nts. 

hom more Ol' less locus of the raovements Wllkt.Mon29 

gave a p1'8\'JIIatle typtf1cotlon when he categorlud social move­

l!lents Into ( l) re llglous. moveumnts t ( ll) mowment of I"UI"el 

and urban discontents (ill) nntlvtst. nationaltst am Jlt:aee 

movetnentsJ (lv) ~lallrJn llnd pan movements, (v) clo& and 

occupntional interest ~nta; (vl) moral protest and ~:efOI't'l 

~ft'tsl (VlS.) revolutioMl'Yt rf'>ststaner end counter rc-.volu­

tionlll"y t!OVcmon't&J {vlll) lntr>llec.tunl ~ntsJ (b.) youth 

•••••• liP.• !II'M'. It•••••- ..... I ••- IU •••••••·--



movt~m.WJn'ts• end (a) 1111011M!n'• movements. He was lees eoncerned 

wl 'th a 'typol.fnjy baaN.I on any C".oncr.t'tUal pr inclpall t.y. In the 

name fGshion t1allace30 eategorl%ed atx nub-typos of Revltall• 

astlon r~1o'VC'JS'Onta '"ld.~h wore, ho eonstrlered, evidently ,.,t. un­

usual phenomena but ntun'lng factors ln htaan hlntory. 111ey 

ann (l) natitlls\le mowrnentst (ll) nvltall.stle move•ntaa 

(lll) caqo ~nts; (lv) vt.talS.!tle movementsJ (v) mlllena• 

l'tJBn movements a and (vi) mesat.anlc movements. Ed\18d Jay31 

sWJJmGz:lzes nvt. taltaatlon movements in India lnto tw broad 

cu~es, Realstanc:o ~nta and fmulatlvo movetll!nts. 

Bla~eJt32 vtews social movements as o serlea of •tepa 

\'Jhnn be categorbed thPm tntoa (l) general social movement.t 
tihtch ll!'f\ relotlvell' undirected and cmsentla11y unorganized 

change of tJ0ople1a values ln a Comt!IOn dlrect.lona (11) spPcl• 

flc oovooonts .... bleb rlae out of genel'al movement&. Thts kind 

1& subdlvlded into twos ftvolutlonary movemonts ond nform 

movements. t~lb both !HJek to lnfl~nce the social t.n'."der, a 

revolutionary attempts to substi:tute ratstlng noJ1lllS and values 

wtth net~ oms whereas a Nfonn movet1rnt accept f1X1&tlng nonm 

nnd values and uses them to cr1 tlclxe the social defecte it 

opposesa (111) expre~alw movec~nts 1:1\lch do not seott to change 

thg lnsUtutton of the noelal order or tta object.tve chaJ'acter, 

but t.hoy ore a.-eleeaed tn c;ome type of expressive behavtcn,.e • 

• $ ••• ,.,_ ---· ••••• j .......... , , ..... ----
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wallace, A.P.C. (1956)t Qa"'' PP•· 26-27 

,Jsy Edward, (1961), ftJlevttallzaUon ~~monte tn Tribal 
lndta•, ln Vldyartht.. (Ed)• a&Reda of BoJJo&mtla . .lr;J!Im 
!ar.&f~X• M~erut. 

Hel"bol't BltMPr, (1969). Qa PI~· 



He elso mentions the po~slbtllty of aerglng chnraeters of 

&fHJ'Clflc social mov~nts end il'tprP~&lve mowments which 

p6rt1tularly appears 1n Rovltallst movements and Nattonallet 

t'llOVfJ.mtnt&. 

Sme1ser33 dlstlngut.shes betWeen ~lented move• 

menta and value-ortcmwd movements and Ocmaen34 also cl.P&t• 

fles aoc:1o1 moventents fmm orlent.at.t.on lnto thnel O%'Qenlza­

tlonol, Jdeolog1eal and Chartamattc. Hl& ~ypology arlses 

from thl'ee dlstlnct posslb11l tt.es to •et a el tuatton of 

svatn :f.n society. '~bey ana (1) appearance of chartamatt.c 

lftade~, · tl\0 CCXI'J(jfl w1 th e promise of mt Ugatlng t.M evll& at 

hand and hadtno the poopl0 1.0 fu~ utopia - Charismattc 

movGn»ntsa (2) Em~rgPnce of a nrw ideology \\illdt chaMPions 

the causo of the dtsgzunted o~ dlssatlsfled sectlon of the 

popUlation • Idao1C)91cal movement.; and (3) Eateblt.sh!.!len.t of 

a M1lf ol'ganlzat.lon to deal w1 th the problem et hand .. On,Janl• 

aotlcmal movet1ent&. 

He~:beJ:l.e Rudolf!fl broadly ldentlfS.es two kinds of 

social movement&; Class anoYecrt~tt'\U and Ethnic: mowment.s• h 

fORlrll" bli'brJClen various classes of peoplfl ln sor-l~ty and the 

latte~ he uses to dlslgnated a verlet.y of phenomena. (l) 1be 

QOVement for pollttcal lndepr?ndenee of noUonal mii'IOJrl\lea 

33 S.leer, Nell, (1962 >. f2D. Sb 
34 Ootnen •. T .K., (19'72), Qa. GIS 
3S Harbet'le Rudolf, (19M), •social Movements•, in David L. 

Shtll& (Ed), ~~rDISfPffi.E~IIdia af ~R'ii& p,iCDQ!S 
f.lacmlllan ~. vo • • p. 



with the old empJ,re state of Buzopet (2) 1he lndePlndence 

~nts of natives l.n colonial count.J'le& of Asla and .Aft:tcet 

(3) the movement for national unl.tyJ (A) The movemnnts of 

natt.onsllttoa for e1vt.e and cultural eGuallty \dthin he~n­

genous atntcs t Szymansk and C'~l'tze~36 agnes wltb thb 

categol'y but also suggest anot.h~r klnd. of elatalflcatlon ln 

tert'lG of mlltbod used • revolutionary and rc..fomt.st. 

P.N. tt.ukheJ~je.,3tonatders social movements as an a;ent 

of soclal change U.J"efore bases his typology on classlflca-

tlon of changcnu (1) changes oecurlng wltbln glven structun(s)• 

accumulaUvcr (') chang"& otcurlng from en emer'(Jence of eddt• 

tlonel sta.-uctun and changes occurino due to the· e1Smlnatlon 

of loss of struct.ure(&) • altttrnatlwa (3) chengea occUI'lng as 

a rosult of replacement of exletlng at1t'uctun(e) by alternative 

structurft(c) - transfomattve. 

Ralp turneAlaselfiee social movements on ·ate way tho 

public deftnos t t rat.hl'r tllan on c:;uall ties supposad to bo ln­

tJ:lnst.e to t.tte movement. · From thls scheme he eonclud•s fOUl' 

typc:1o of movetntJntlt (l) Revolut.lonart ... defined as t.tm.I'Jdlately 

thJ'eatf!ntng t.A t.hf.l' soet.et.y, lts ·'core members deft.~d as dlaloyal 

......... If I, .. I ••• f ........ ., .. , ..... , •••• 4 n~ 

36 Say10ansk and Goo"aez (1979)• Qp SLit P• '316 

37 tMhnrjee, P.I·J. (1977), Qa.Gii• p •. 43 

38 T~l", Relp. "Co11net1ve Behaviour and Canfllct-, 
ln t!c:laughlln (Ed), (1969), Qp ;&,$, P• 67 



oz- delttdadl (2) Poeult.ar • deftned as deViant but not threa• 

ten1not tta mombr'l~$ deflMd as •odd balls•, but .,_ingJ (3) 

rteapectabln-f acUonal • d•f tned as bfitng vd th!n t.he acceptable 

araftge of conventionallty, lts ~rs being reg.-dad o res­

pectable but ~tf.mtnl mt.sgul.ded; (4) nespectebl.e-non-facUonal • 

Stmiler to the preeedtng exe~pt that the movement 100ets no 

0Jr9anlatid opposttlon an-:1 lts objtte't1ve are defined as eon&en­

sual. 

lhus we have VG'lous ways of classtfyln;g soelsl ft'IOW• 

menu based on consetiuencoa of the movement, 1oeua. orlGnta­

Uon, phaaos, ote. fill~ all authors have thelr 0\'"Jft vler.r of 

the swjcc:t, oaeh · type of classlflcaUon appears to be epee!• 

fie mo,...nts tn ~tque ctrctaStancea and lt la not ,osalbl8 

to defend eny clnsstflcatt..on as soelel movement& varies ... tn 

their context. ln most cas,&. 

The question of how a soctal movement come tnto being 

occut:tles a dominant place In the analysts of social movemonts. 

Various theorl.,s and appJ"OacheG have come about. in perspective 

of the nspecttve a~•s dbclpllJW and ldeol09Y• 

A gene#al and abstl'act tncplan.:>tt.on for genesis of so• 

c.t.al movomentn tn that of IU.lllan v.tto says that •the genesis 
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A pcpul• basts of the tht?ol'let of the genests of 
2 

soclol movements ts deprtvat.ton. Olotk entl Gtan4 lind 

that a neceseQ"V ,.-e-coJ¥11 Uon fol" the rise of any OJ!9anldd 

occlol £OVC"t'X'nt tl'llftthf:'~ lt be J."Ollglous c.¢ secular lt; a altua­

U.on of fol t-depr!vaU.on. Aceor-dlng to llclau~hlln dlfJsatts• 

factlon ln a poraon'o l!f., protllt)t hiD to &Pet: the solution 

of jo!nln!l a soclel movtmJent but •only .aten dt.ssattsfacUon 

contains tht't ~1ment of de~lvotton ts eo11Pct1ve aet.ton 

likely to oeeurn.41 Aktn to this ts the rela~ivn deprivation 

thool'len N't~ch developed fi'Oll two brood liM& of approach. 

one using the notton of relaUve fnm polnt of aoclal tnobl• 

l!ty. In this a,pl'Oach, J:'elotlve deprtvatlon is made the 

bosts of a study of soelal 110blllty as oecuring through emu­
lation Dnd JJO&!tive referent~ group behaviour,~ and the 

othcz- from eonf llct ouch as the Marxian tzodl tlon whleh J:t~• 

cognt&ed thot dtssatl&faetton v4th the t1ilfal, 1J1P res not de• 

tczmlncd by absolute conditions but by :relcttve eJtpectatlon. 

r~u t:ebe .. ln hls classleal wrka pJ:OU'ayed the atrue• 

ture ard colleetlve aetlon of tOO group as a wholE' as 't.t'le out­

eOI!lO of c:omr:d. tmont to certain systems of be llef. %n tune wt th 

thls tz'ad1Uon, Sttalse~4 tmJpOuNied structural ccinduclwtWae, 

stwetu:al s traln and crystalltsatlon of gene .. ollzcd bell.cf 1n 

....,._., .... P . • I ..... • ••••••-- J •tU MWI!M·_.... .... 

Gloek, c.v n Stark, n., (1965), 
&DBDS.&S!Ib Chieaoo, J:u.nd e~et~.!ly.,....,IIMMIIIIIU~IIlllo\Miii~Mf. 

McLough11n aa=y, (1969), QRS:&S. P• 70 
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Smolaet, ~tell, (1962), !28. g;s, p. 16 
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a soclal oJ:der oa tho •.mdewlyt.n,l f acton lf.Jadl~ to collec• 

ttve behaviour. t:'lmn a st watton develotJS m th these condS.• 

t.lons, opeel.flc Pventa may tztgg.r off a social movement. 

Smol&er ts concemed t-Jlth the parts playNJ by cultural value 

and ntJm.t') ln thtl Jmlatlcn bet.!en an tmi@J'gi.ng ~nt end 

lts aoclel td.llou. T .rt. ~n too.46 ln hls claaelfleatlon 

of social ~nts lnel~d 1dcolontca1 mo~nts tlllch 

·~ as l'caponoe to •sweln' creawd due to the t~uacy 

of the cxlatlng ld~oloolenl streams in a aoel~ty. 

Gur.r expl6ins relative deprSvDtton as •actors porcep. 

Uon of d1scnpancy be-.en their value eapee'L3Uons and 

tl\eb: value eapablll'tles. Value expectations a11t tho good& 

end ccnd!tions of life to vhaleh f*)~lc belteve they are rlahtly 

entitled. Val~ capabl!itles aro tho 900ds and cond1ttona 

they think they ere eapable of ~(\ttlng end kEteptng•':f11'tto dls• 

c~epancy may be eousnd \~l"e ex~ctattons remaln r; tabla but 

capablllt!ea decline (decrf'mental deps-lvatlon) cncprctetloM 

riM but. capablll Uco dt!cllnP. ( progresnlve depJlvaU.on) and 

cxpectaUon rlne ~J.ln capabllltles remain the e.- (esp!ze• 

t.iona1 deprlvat!on). 

Social psychol~lsts look f~ gemsta of social move• 

roonts in met transpb'"s Within ttw psyclm. fdany have drewn 

broadly upon Pnudt.en tzoadl Uon. 1'hey look to disen!J8ftc1es 

.......... td fl ••fill .. IUl.,_ '¢ IIR •. ···---······--.---

t46 (')canon, T.K •• ·(1972), 91. GU· P• 19 

41 Gun-. "f .n. (1970) I gp ca;. 'P• 24 



bQ"tvvson the •aoo•leve 1& • and the 'aehlovement levela' of 

lndlvlduale. 'tblnltors from psycbologt.r.al school also con­

sldor. pntholoq,lcol traits in on lndtvi.dua1 1s as off1elent 

eeuso of o ooclal oov~nt. 

~ilo reviewln9 tho VDrtouo n~rooehos to thn genesis 

of soct..ol movcnr-nt f.t ln pc:-rtlftf'nt t3 point out thfl i'Nlm broad 

co~.ego:rle:tt ontl outntonrllng vl~. (l) Tho tn\ltf'r!.a!tst-, 

~!an c~proseh on tho basis of t~latlvn depr!vntlnn ep.ha• 

atune tho nhtft tm-:~rd lm::r:e~stno povt'!rty a5 ~ s~uree of 

~wnt!Jll rovolt.. lho r~crxlnn C!!f'.Zooth t'~·d.rll 8 CJCm'!roJ.ly tr&• 

ec:rs eol!oet!vo aett.on bne!t 'b aolt.!'irrrt ty t7! t;.,ln crour>n and 

canflieto of lntorE?st bett.-een gro~~rm eonslt!£·rs tho solldslty 

and tho eonf\lct cf in~rost _, ~~nforctl ec;ch ott.:~ro and bases 

both of theo on ttro c:u:gon!act.t.on of produetJ.on". 48 ( 11) The 

m:trrnntr-rtsl!st vht-.13 ttlich t"r"Cnrcl nonnote:r1cl vnluos ott 'tNJ 

ul ttmate ootn"ces of ftlOV('trnts. For ln!'toner, S2yrnnnsk Dnd 

C'~t'l'tECtl t.lho !HJ1d thnt ~nto artse rmcn sor::t.ottes fall 

to c'!-"et baste humon ~eds but naustn!nf'cl mvenent& eoco about 

bcteut<"' of frunuatton of J~('"'Ortl~•s nommtf.rtol motle;nol 

drlvcn, spoelolly ~ c~rlvc for c!lgnl'tv". 49 

Toc~uevlllo aloo hnd ~lttnn of the Pr~neb Nevolutton 

.. idl) .. l __ ltMt•···-1·11111 MA I._J 111···---··. a I w• 

~ Charles, Tilly, (1978), IJR.fciS, P•· 14 

49 S~ymansk and Gorl'tzez, (1979) 1 gp ,Glt, P•· 321 



and satd that tho !'@as ants were t"Jr~al thler on the eve of the 

I'Qvolu'tlon than tn any earltnr period of theu hls'tory, ho 

thus vave hls vtew that revolution begt.n mera eondt. tlora of 

ll.fo bf<gln to tJnprove. •Nations that have endu.J:ed patiently 

and almOst uneon~clously thr mast owrrllelmtng OPPJ."SSSlon 

often bu!lt into rc~l.llon against tho yok., thE' rtommt. it. 

boglnn to tRW llgtttertt. fD Jees c. Davf.es also eonfana 

to this view men ho et.ottch •the actual state of soc.to-eco• 

11t8lc d&velo~nt to lers stgnlflcant then thD e•ctaUon 

that rn-~s now bloet<C~d can and must eontlnue ln tile 

future0 •
51 

The eme .. gflnce of people into nottons ts a r.mdern pl\0• 

notnenon t>mlch began tn western Europe in the eighteenth ce,... 

tta:y. Slnce ~n wrlwrs from vartous dlsclpllne hsY~J put 

fort-cd crt'kl~la for a proplf) breomtng a nctlon • teft'ltozy, 

s1ae of population, culttcal ~enlty, slmiltlJ.'I:ty of language, 

eonr:.Dn hletorlcol eXf.K'Z'lN"tCe, common Interest, ~ed ~llef 

end: -loyalty to t.tw grot.aps ahand tt~:pe, etc. But ·the cmorgcnce 

•rtrtt•ea• :aar• a • ••nn n 1 •• •••••••• • 



and existence of nJttons and natton-statrs ln tim vMld torlay 

on widely dt.ffcr1no pounds make oM d1ff1eu1 \:. to glve a com­

mon moesu:ing yardstick. TMrefOS'e, mtlo ~ st.aeabl~ ntab~J' 

of people rm' a def1nl .. :e wnltory whleh the ~ple belteve 

belong to or shou1(1 bnlo~ to th«l are eeJ'talnly essential, 

ln tho fJ.nol analysis as nupor r~non52 po!nwd out a nation 

ts of.rlply a borly of pt~oplb \1'4\o fool that they ore a nation. 

And d\en hwnnn feelli'I'Jn are In bal~, he tmpllem, 'tl'w.y 62:0 

mre than tho sum of hiGtoJ1.cal ~odltf.on, le~uege OJ' e'tote• 

CJ"oft. It to thls otate of mind, •the t:tm~clousmas of be­

longt,ng to a nation coupl11d tJlth an ac~lve urge to pr;l'patuotG 

and str.eno+Jten naU.onal ~.- d\1c:h has developod tnto a powc~:• 

ful ideology, vaguely deacrlbcd as notlonal mlndedneae or 

nntlonalt.smO. 53 Mans KottrP1tefliWIG natt.onallsm as •a po1S.Ucal 

ceced that unde,llee the cohesion of modezn socl~tlos ond lo• 

glUtd.zes their elaltl to author! ty. tlatlonoltam centwee tho 

su~ loyalty of tho ow~~lmlng majorlty of Ute people 

UtJOn tho natl.on-state, f'lther rx!stlng or deslrcd0 • According 

to hiD, t~u;t rl.&e of natlonaltsrn es c Phenomenon of modu-n 

European hlstm:y t.s closely llnkcd \d:tb orlgtns of populu so• 

verctgnty, tho thPOJ:y of govorment br 'active consent of the 

gCM!I"nndt tho erot1th of seeulortsm, the lessening of older rel1• 
•" tr .... ,...,1'i$11J.,,.;••• ••• •=••••• ••••••••• 

Emerson RupeZ', (1913)f 0 'ftle ttat.ta:e of NnUonO, tn 
f¥ A11SWI"t Jr. (Ed) 1974), fiiJdib ~l l\l'ill.llw. 
~.d.l:ldlattAI ~&Q$1QJ, Ra ce House, 

Akzun Benjamin, (1964), iHa G Uo.yPn6 Hut.chtnson 
& eo., Lontlon. P• 46 

Kohn, HaM (19M), 0 i4aUonalismD ln fi~k!D't ~­
GXG-&1 R( fiAS'AI ~.e&eas;e,a,, t:1CI!d.lanS:O;, vo .~, 
PP• . 



gton. trt.bal, elantat, or feudal loyaltles1 and the e.preed 

of urbanlant!on, lntlustrlsltaatlon and lrlf,)roved communlea­

Uon. Am from thls EU'l'OPeon experience the spr()ad of na­

Uona!S.em on a global s«;nle t.s 1the reaul t of the Europea­

nltotlon llnd r~t.aatton of ftGJM'f(.!stern and pra-«nodem 
.i 

The feceu of tt.:lt.lonallsm has been approached by 

v.cf.tGn of various dlf.lclpllnea • Poll Ucolly, 58 nottonallsma 

~ judged by a· o!ngl~ crl terlcmJ *rtlltwl' the group attained 

s~lgnt.y or not. Thin test lwps togeth~r t.Jll ttur.cessfu1 

mGVOtx)nts regal'rtleos of tltrb' sot.;lologlc:al ean::tl'nt.. Hans 

Kohrl36 follcn1lng a ht.storlara u&dl\lon e.1asstf1ed on geogra­

phical typology as ~trternD and •no~atemo. Such ·a clas­

stflcatlon lnvolw moral judgement am doee not regmrd any 

mnntfoG~'1t1on of •non-4r1:~stem• notlonallStJ ln •western' OJ" 

Ki&Bulllll• Ces.-lt.on Hay.:u,.57 anothcl' wrlte.-· fi!1D historical 

tradltlon sugoested dl~t!nctton between orlglnal ar,rt dnrl~ 

... 111. 11 ' ... _....... ....... ......... J t 1 ........ ... 
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nat!OMU.. He has focussed exclusively on ldeol~. Yet ~ 

seem to banG on sound emptrtcal observation when be aaid 

that naUonal1sc does not @Jilst. in any 'pure' fom. but np­

rosent always s blend t.n mlch certain notlonallst tngre• 

dlent.o exe funed with various other tcteologtcsl clemnnts. 

thlu glves a useful cla!:rlfleatlon for un ;eJ:Sta..-ltng develoP­

ment. of natlonallr,m ln Furope and the pecult.- blends mleh 

ha'V'e eppr-arcd in the post-colonl.al SC@,.. But such exclusive• 

1y 1deo1oglco1 approath has 1 ts llml tat. ions for the study of 

social ~nts t.e e&r,enttally involved wtth the peJ"Uei• 

pants as an Dctlon group. 

enm a soclologS.eal bockgt:ourJJ Louie t'rl. tta58 dlstln­

gullhed four bonlc ~·· an eK;)anslonlnt var~ty 01' hap• 

monv netlonallso. a sepsratt~t variety or nartlculsrlstlc ne• 

Uonollem o vll:ulent borderland vartew or marginal natlona­

llsm and tho nnt.lonaltsm of mlmJ'l Ues. He further rlevf.ded 

tho last typo into thl'eea PlUS'allntic - aee!Itng cultUl'al auto­

nomy and clvll ec:iuolt.tya Secesstont.st, seeking c.eparatlon fl'om 

tho dontlrwnt majorl 'ty1 and mill tant, eeeklftfJ domination DWfJ­

thls major!. tv. Ul th supr;ort from ~salve c:.o-notlonals f&UD 

aerou tho btndllr. Thto c:lesnlfleutlon ts p~odomlnantly based 

on the alms of port1eulsx' nntlonalht mov~rJCnts but the al.mfi of 

vsrlOU$ movements axe dlfflcul t to asse&• spocl.ol.ly those of on-

• ··- ,,·---···,··-···--·. 1 ...... 

!8 Et.senstadt, (Ed), (1971), Qa .G&$. P• 467 



oolng mmmtAenta. Thus, as he himself admlt \1U'th's claatl• 

f lcotl.on is not so ouch as dlstinet vmrletles but rother at 

various stages of the s~ netlonalht movement. 

A.D. Smltb59 cotegorlaes the use of tbe tem natlo­

naliem t.nto ~oe main refereneeaa (1) tht1 •o~e process by 

\"htlch notlom and Mtt.on-statea have come lnto being; (11.) 

the fomett.on of Mtlonol consc:iousnttsa 4ind solideri.ty • a 
. \ 

na~lonol csentitntonit- (111) tile pbencctenon of an t.deologtcal 

t:JOVc:mont almlng et out.onor:ly and Identity 81n0ng col'taln un1 ta 

of the population. deflMd by atleast. a minority of ita 

mttlbtJI'S as ~J'thy of thP atotue of nsttomood. 

the clasatficatton moda by KDnstantln60 a& ~eg~a 
llatlonall.st mo~nt. seem the most accurate. Aeeordlng to 

hlm: no'tJ.onallnm eon be tmde2'ttood into two rJlde c&te9Rlel. 

(1) tlatlonallsm· of mejorltl~o mlch hold polltlc::al pow& .. 

ln their nspocttve r:o.almsa (ll) naUonellsm of the subject 

pnopl~s t:ihleh etztvo for poll tlc:al .ond cultural emanctpntlon 

(lncluslw of gonulne mlnorJ.ttes a& \-mll as pelttleal mtno­

rltles). To him the ftra~ case of nat.lonallsm ls usually a 

consor.uenco of the counw,j3s tntem:attonal relnUons such as 

confllcts over bOundnrtes, poll tlcal ard eeonoenlc: rtvali'Y. 

mlll 'tsJ'y defeat. etc., or a reaction against the natlc;nallst 
UUI,-.tTl 1 ·--·-· ••n ....... 



stlftlng taong the count.J:y•a mlnu:lty people. Jn the second 

ease ~t ls usually a nactton to the status of infertulty, 

to the dental of polltieal and eulturol self-expre&sion and 

tho s.m,oslticm of ellen rule am eustan. I* describes the 

m.mond catc.qory os notlonalls't COVfltMntt •a soelel 1'1J0Yf!rnent 

olmlno at. a nnt.tonnl ltberaUonG. 

IConstanttn furthet: statess •although nationalism 

among the O..'ljortty pcoplo tlDY at times take thft fom of e 

soclel oovcmant, it t.s for the CJOst pari reft!'e- onted by ngu• 

laJ: poltttcal p.al'tles or by the a tate lt.s~lf. In the case 

of ttnt.norlty peoples• on t.he othezo hom, nationalism must 

Gf ncceselty foll• the pat.tes'n of o typical social ~r..o~n't. 

And the ttoga t~cment repna(\nts a typical case of such o 

moveMnt. 

CJJallS !f A l"evtew of lt trtreture on soelat movements 

tn an attem,t to assese or>lnlons on definitions, elasatflcattons, 

am orlgln of aoetol movements ln gcftn'al and nationalist move­

ments tn par-tteulor. 

c.. CJltmHI\ lit Social moveeents artt t'I'Oduct& of social 

steucture. Tharefcme, the Chop'tPJ: deals ti!l!th tht" Nat,Ja pcoplea 

t.hG- soctel cnvlrorlnent. 't.hr:l camposltton1 and the soel.el system 

t.n the tradl tt.onal tiaga soetety. 
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9A-2SI' .1111 the ChepteJ: dwlls on the pJee-mov.-nt 

history • tho onvlronnentel condlttons that evolved a prt.mca-­

dlal oont~nt amonunt the Negas and t.lw>f.r neighbours ln the 

plalns and ~. ~enc:e of natlonallst. ethos S.n the ttagas 

poll tS.ce1 view. 

G!&IZZSII • ~ ln tbis Chepwzo we look 1rtio the tJOll• 

t!cal sltuntf.on !n th~ !'()!'·t•1-m~e,nndent. Indle. Tho events 

t'hat led to oncalatS.on and fUJ.Wth("lr alienation of people in 

o ehronologleal account. 

ceedtng Chnpten • \\8 mako an "valuation of t.lle Impasse and 

concaptuall2e the soct.al dynam:tca that eau~ttd ttm ponlstence 

of the l.deology of t.Jaga natlonalt• tnspl te of the change&. 

'baSS. Yl• A nUospcct of the study and the 

wend that the covement seem to ahow .. 



~.,m 
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the people known ae the Nages are of the Mongoloid 

J'GCG ntlfb?J:lng about a m111lon and a half • th~ inhabit 

the Indo-.Bumese frontier be'b»en the nortlwm pU't of 

Bl'ahmaputl'a and Ch111dwln rlvers t.OY«'ring an apf'l"OJC!mate 

area of 20,000 sq. miles. They l.tftt a congle87J:at.lon ~ a 

1\Ud)r?t' of trt~n am sub-tribes bound to~cthel" on f)Utat.lve 

blcod•tte. The various tz1hns ermek different language• 

and dialects of th& Tlbeto-Buman ~oup but shGJ:"e C18ny aS.• 

tlllasr eultut"al trei ts mlch rolnts toto:nrds an obscfJJ:e com­

DOn ortgtn- · 

Hl tborto tho tt\fi"lnl~ of the t'IOI'd •Nage • • ot: the ne• 

son for ~1eh the Naga people eamP to be known by thls no• 

moncla~ rPmaln obneure. Al thott9h vorlous theOJ:leo on 

th:ts ha& come about, evtdenr.e to stbstantlatl! any of tha 

theorteo atlll laeh convlnc!ng foundations an1, ~rt1for., 

a~ts t;O tzo~o ~ etymon of thts \~rd so faro rest solely 

on semantic ~xerclscs. t~-oMWeJ", lt Is rewarding to see 

tnto tho reasons oo to \i'ly various scholnJ'e have poa'tulotml 

thou ~rte&. 



in tl\0 middle of t.bc nineteenth contury, Dalton1 ncolded 

that the na.'OO Gl'l'llcd by the lltndus to tb~ lnhabl tants of 

the 1'0go hl11o VIa& from tbt' SanakJ'1~ root, moaning •naked' 

or ~ t:onst..rlt •!Iii&'• snake, and ho ft't»Gl'kedt "'mlch ovez­

darlvatlon \10 takc, !\; must bP at!mlt.ted thnt the word ts 
Df'tly appltcd an tile tJagas lOY() to decorate rnther than to 

clothe tlwb' penon. anc• are dectdedly snake•11ne ln thel.l' 

habtt•. lt t.o also bellewd that. the v.;ord 1.& dettlved fJ:Om 

tho Bonuall \$I'd ~2 meanlll,h 'naked•, •ci'Udtt •, 'b~J.~~-. 
bglcun •, ate. 11tc thP.OTY of nakednrn~a as thn orS.gln of 

1tte t:m"d does not. have much logical reasons, for, though 

tho t.Jegas tKJt-o ttu;n hardly clad, oo also tr»re tbe ml~hbot.Q.'w 

lng tzlbe~n aueh as the lO'tasla, G81'os, Ulldza, etc. And 

os t'J. Noblnson3 obsewed even in the 19th cent.uJ>y-. ·~ 
t.eJ.1a naga • naked -has ~Vf!tr beon knmm to It& oppll~ to 

o'tt&or scantly cled hlll ti'Uxre•. The eeeend t.ol'd meaning 

•emk@' to also asr..oelotcd \:d.th thoso outhon mo bell$vod 

t~oea to btl onake tvanhl~rs o:r •snake-«ace'. But. to ae• 

copt thl& theory \-:tt M.JtJld only depend on rhymes r1t thout. 

afff base on tho people, P the tmgas ~re l'lO'Wtwro close to 

nnnket"_.,_,,. On tho collUary, sumo tmgas eat. tnu~!:tf\S and 

u consldend a dollcacy. 
• ,.,,.,' •··•·•·•• •' ••• ••-•••••u ••• •••••--
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3 

Dal ton• E. T., "'lbo Nagas of llppe&- Assam•, tn Elwln 
VerrS.eJt (2dli (19&9), ftt W' Sn,f,a~lDDIJriJBSb S:.SDSP!E¥• Q,tfOJ-d Unlvus :y esa, · on, f)• 

Yonuo, Asoso, (1914), .,'BI!AJXJ tfa91l• Vtvek Publl• 
ehlng House, Delhi, P• l 

lloblnson, n., 'Thn_ N r+JG{'J a Trlbea •, ln Elt7ln V.a!'rtez,. 
(&d), QR. GIS• P• 93-84 



Same wr:tters StJgCJtU!It th~t the \'JOM tWJ& tntUlMt •hill 

man • deriving 1 t from thf' Hindus tanl All (\(jUt val~nt to a 

mountain. Hutton4 also fOJ" oftr\ tbx't aultserlbnd to thn mea­

ning 'mountatnet>Z'1 • •mountaneoue.• 01' 11naccesslble ploee'. 

HCt, tmwewr • roeantl'd hf.a oplnlon to 'the • naked • theo.J'Y. 

Later, 'ln v1ow of tho fact that PtO.l~ tn the i:hll'd 01' 

fo.\az:th eentury· A.D:- emf !.1'\S.at•uddtn Toll,tJh tn .the sixteenth, 
... . l .. ~ ,. .... • .. • ;. 

.bOth npciah of ~arr as "nantta' m~~119. nak~.. ia\llo atcq,t-

i.nn ttl~' tlf.Ob~bt11ty "f 'lftt!t;r,~nriJi~,~ mcuntalnt ona ls loft 

to ask ~ l:t should ~xc1unJve1y ~ the. t~gas oJben all the 

~iphoJ:Y of tho Bratee,uwa valley Wt"l'e · hlll people. 
\ 

ftt. Peatt.l5 oug~stBd .a thllOJ!Y of dewt.vntion fnm tntJk' 
o ti.ord U$cd by &\1ttln "at urn Maga trtl,N".t for flt'ople. ~.a. 

Gsl t 6 also wrote •'the collerrt.lve cteal'(Jnatlon by tidch they 

(Nagai) oro known to thr ASaemeso eeetw to ttn del'lved fcom 

noft \'iblctt means •to1k' in aO&BO of ttm tribal dlalccta. \1ten 

strange putt.oa ~et t.n th~ ttltd.ns ... 'f'Jwy an t;·ald to ·ask each 

othe»: 'ira DAk a' o~r 'It Dike' ewanlng 'What. folk are you?'. 
~ 

One notable point tn tht& t.& that even today IJa-088 have the 

habt~ .~of' callf.n9 ono <lnO~J- o1i enqulJ:y whero one lo fi'E OJ: . . 

•w .•••••rr•••• 1. _...,...-•.•• lit ;r,• ill! •-'••••,.... 
, f ' jo 1 f..._, 

... 
~G.t Ml11st .J.P., '(19-26}• :l.br. BJ, 1~191"• Uacmlllsn, 
to~n, p.;.J. •• tl.l · . , I . 

tnt. ~t~n.,: J.H~ (1921)• ~~UWit 'Oxford 
Untverslty P.resa, ~ndon •. p.~ · 

Gal-t., Fr .n. • ( 1933), ,A UiQ;tqJ:v, A' A•••• thnekor 
Plnfk ll. Co~, Calcutta. P• ~ 



. Another thoug~ls ·the probability of dortvatlon f~om 

. ; ' . . 

the ·word ~~:&7, mnanlng •deo • in the lanc)Ul)(Jfl of :tbo AD Naga 

trlbe am •t<a• mrantnu . 'to have', ; Henr.~ tho WOl'd •t~a• dcJ­

r~wd- from 'Mok-Ra• to rm:;~n a man·wtth· a dao for eveJ"y obled 

· t~ega conl@d m th him a dao 1n tbe olden day&. 

S~ takG the WOJ:d to be from the Kscharts fl Mtgb• 

bourtng vlbo fs.-om the plains mo.· called 1'.tln hlll people, 

'Nahftga•, 8 cn;.anino '-wafttu• or •·ttghter•. Assemese r.trOnotm• 

ced as UJ..ebt· or· tell• Hencf* lt was .angll.ctzea' os tJega to 

deno~ tho chsrae't..erlstle of the \"'BJ!Ttor. 

!lwtn .accor>t thP theo-rY of 'Mk • or ·~ple• to •ttqat 

es :tho con~ likely delvatlon for it h.n& the •&a!:lO -ant.ng ln 
' 

o few Tlb~to-~t11.1nean languaues. Me .rote, 'J.t ls c...,.. 

through<Jut !nrlla for: tribesmen ~ ·call tbeuelvea by words 

meaning 'man• an attl'actlve hablt. \\hlch euooests thlJt they 

look on themselves atmply a& people, free of eot1'1JlJMl u 

e~ste assoclaUons• .9 .HoJ'am10 also flnds thts theO!'y most 

pnbable.-

;Uthough l t loek concrete ovld,t'ltn of too tb.tnorlea 
• • • 1 

. ....... , ................ - ..... , .... ,-.•.... , .. ..... 
1 
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9 

10 

' 

Phlltp• P.T. :(1914), J:ba.§lmfll\ ot llt.aS&I$ GbursJl.U 
II tliad- Gauhot1, p. 5 . 

. aw 
Blwin Vent(!r, (1961), .HII.iiiM• ~hlllong. P• 4 

Horsm. M. (1915), fioS& fliZ• a.; •• PUblishing 
Corpo~atlon,. Delhi, P• .. . 



t)ifJPOSi tlon. It Is also foUJ¥1 tn various Afl'lean utbeamen 

·that they ontitl& thmaelwa by !fordo moanlnn 'the men' 01' 

~oplf)•.. ~~ula tribes, 'thf' Bt.ea and Pabk trlbas, and the 

t.l~ trlbes of t~lgerta en exRt~pltary for oll th.He names 

moan •mon• or 1poo!)1o'. The tlagas alElQ tdenttfy themselves 

c& 'people'. Thlo ts cpee.lal1y provolent among the Naga 

trtbas wl 'th vht.om oatsS.ders from ~•stern plelns \tOuld f.lnt 

and most frot~uontly eneountor. For t•tanee, RO'f9tlol, Zeme, 

LlongJOOt, (t!w thrc~ constitute Zellanonono) ~tch ere clo• 

.sot to tho plaln tn tho sou~rn p~, Rengma, Tt'nyt.mla, 

(Angemt) Chltdms (Loth&) Semi (Sesa). ~te., in the cenual 

· rog1on~ and Topnmg~t (ttanyat::') s.n tha north. The worda, · 

mel, mt, mo. or ml.e• cuum 1 peopltf1 or 'men' ln valoua tlaga . 
dlalecw. The n~ of a wtbe ~n suff 1xe'd by one of these 

WDUld li.'Jei)t\ 1f!l(jn bel_,lno to that 'tz'lbe'. Ftur, example Sopami 

means m&n be1cmglng to thfr eopo poople 01' 'VllMh 

Thus tho orltJln of the \""md •~a' remains yet to be 

eatabltshed. Hotr;ever, lt ts obVIous ~t tt -.,s a name ~S.vcn 

by non-:~ogas for tho Nagas tl'w.m~elves dld not have any e:ollee• 

Uw not:le:nelature until the lrttel" half 'Of the 19th centuzy. 

avon by ~l R.G. t'loodthropo noted "the tr.o~ (Naga) t.s foreign 

ami unt"ecognizod by the Uagas tbemaelves. they how no gene• 

rlc ~ for the \\ho-1<' cac:e, nor oven for each of the vert.oua 

trlbcs COftf;tltuUng this raee•.11 1b4'U coatn\} togethn 01' 

, .... 11._ J.L ··~ , •. t •• 1?.,,' •• ,.,. J1 .•• ------



Boeing ln each oth(:l:r stmllarl tt.es \'t&leh ,_., ~onounce them 

OS one peoplo po!'hops v.ta& p%'evented by the praetlee of head• 

rruntlng and lntez-neclne warfare. tt. is . probable that even 

the wlbal ncmon as t.htJy ore "sed today • Ao, An9smlt Lotha, 

9tc., .. aft also col~ by outsiders. 

Paced \1lth lack of outhontlc conclusion on ~ ere 

thono "Wlbc& called t~gos, ""• oro persuaded to fw:thcr look 

lnto tim eonstl tuents 1 tht!i.J' arlg1n, their slmt.lort. Ue& and 

the ncsooo by vmtc:h they differentiate 1'.hmselve& from o1:hG1 

people. 

TJ-lbet and ou!).trlbes of ·the fl8fl4S cannot bo e•actly 

1\Ul!ibc:od an· thr:~lt: bollfti~OS":tes al'e on vague dtmUJrcaUon often 

on the bOSifl of dloloet, And typt.eal of a tribal llfe each 

village dlal~c:t dlffeJ:s wl th the other. Presontly recognl• 

sed vtbos ere Anal, Angand., Atl1 Chakhtltulng1 Chang, Heml, 

Ntengan1 Jctu, Jothe, "'lemwngon, 10\aram. 'tColyo-t<enyu, Korrt, 

Konyc!:t, ~ar191 ltltha, Makaoret, Moo, t.\o!'om, r,~ar1no, Mayao 

• fjonsana. t-3ot!slk, tlOcltto, Phoc. Rongpcc, Renooa. Songtem, 

Scme, T~thul, Tsangsa, T&IJ!)law, t?aneho, YSmehunge~r, and 

Z.U.J.ongrongJ dtvldNI ln the not't.b east ~len etotes tmd 

not"th t.'lfOstt-rn bonk of Ch1n."twln rlvor ln Buma. 

Scmo of the id.bea • ., fos-med out of eomblnstton of 

varlous eubtrlbes such· as Chal.honaano, const.st109 of Cbeltru, 

r~cdto end SnngtaM.. Each of t.ftt,se tzlbes has o deflnt te 



n r·~ 

~· 

tenltorlal boun:tary. t')roctlees taOft or lc58 a homooenous 

eulturo and ~~ mo~hcd by 8 conse1oU9~SS Of b~longlng to 4 
I 

common entity • 1'hls had ':root beortng in the latws- poll• 

tical dovelopcont monlfentlno into tribal olltances. 

Pu lack ~ a written neOI"d and p:ro!)el' nseal'cb 

tho hltttm:y of tho Nagas thUs fo:-, ~aln!1 as obscure as 

thots- nxnonclat;are. 'I'Mre al'e le.,endn1 stories, end folk• 

lorca among the vi#tous tribes lndlcnt1119 thetz orlotn and 

I'OUto of migJ:£rtt.on but 'tl\ese dtffer widely end are tneobenAt 

ln 'their dt.rtalln. t.bre oftc:?n than not theM folklon .,.. 

mixed mth t.11ogleal and mythical tales ~ thus evade l'atlo­

nal eonelunlons. lnsp!te of thceo tu·oblem one corr.on fentun 

notev.vrthy ls that oll these theories point tm'Jai'CIB the oas• 

tnn par't of the tJOrld as thelr ortgln. Thlo le CiU1 te proba­

bla for othnieolly they ftxhibl~ afflnlty to YaJ'lous malnland 

Aslan and Southeast Aslan. cultures. 

some eul tUI'al tral ts of the ilagas \\blch had been prac­

ticed sS.ncc tJ.me ~rial pelnts to ltfe ln e sea environ• 

oont1 Pt.ntly1 all tlsga t:rlbea use sea shells ln their orna­

ments. and clothes highly eawaed as jewellery and _.,no acme 

tl'lbes the shells served as eunency. ~eondly. eve~ vlbe 

t.n sc:ae fom or the?. othel', have boat-shape al'tlfactfh Some 



1ft foxms of huge containers and othen of log~ v 

xylopbonon. Thirdly ln th@ vocab~1811' of the :tzloos, \\10J:'da 

connc&lft9 eea onv~nt are dtat.Snctly avallcble. fe 

lrwtcnco, in Angaol languauc, taw '"«"rl d•&i, lS!IJ1o (litettally 

• blg tl.:rtor) ftl(}md.~ seo, ~«y,JA, .E!ShU~aJ!flt'f ( prematul'e 

lend) mcDnlng J.ol!lnd m moaning boat. Gonslue•tng the hllly 

wnaln of thoU' prauent habl tatlon and these c:ul tural tl'e1 ts 

t20 mey nofoly nov ~at the Uagas once llwd on a sea shore 

OJ" nom: to onth 



Alemchtba13 fl.nda that t.M study of legends and Ua• 

dttton among tho tl698 tzlbe& r:eveal successive waves of 111tg• 

a'atloa fnm different a-out. and at dlffOJ>cnt f)Olnts of ttme 

bUt. gvneroll y f~ south to north. 

Thus by es-iteJ:lo of thou tolklons ltngutsttc group, 

eultus'ol afflnlty, db'ecUon of mlgJuJUon and of course, the 

phonotyplcal feo*; the ttagas havo ~lr root ~ the 

east Oftd. Southeast /$1a. aut the c,uestt.ons of time end routes 
' 

cf mttp,"atlon ore as yet shl'ouded ln f)J:.obablll ties. 

Connidorlt'l] tho llbove Cl'l'tel'la, we oust boo:: in mlnd 

. thot ~ thcorlr& ~ld be eostly opplS.ed to the oth~r hlll 

ttrlbcn of Northeast lntlla. And, thbreforo, \~ ore faced "1Ith 

t.t't() ~tlon \·,tay thts g,J:Oup of peop1Cl e.LJI!Kj to fom a peoplo 

sepoJ'nte froo ttwu fe!lot1 !amlgrants'l and how thC>y dtstlngubh 

themselves frat~ tho nst'l 

In thin J:ospcet aomo outstardtng cultUI'el fea-tures ~• 

noi.tccDblc (l) tlw coo orlenWd cultures of tho rmgas whlch 

CJ'e· found obaon't ln other tribes of the t,t,J'theaat. Zndla• (11) 

oll the t~ tzl..lx:s decorate t.,h('lr \'taz,t lm!'hments • Dso, apeer, 
t 

nhtcld, otc. • • \"mleh are also used tn dances, ann fflntiv1 Ues 
-'lll*liJM!i d -·· . • = •• •. ........ 1 ....... . 
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wit.b balr_-; usually of go~rts and sheep, uttieh othen do not1 

(Ill) ttaga tri~a point or dr.tess -.u- ealvcs tho_... lt va• 
' . 

rtos !n deolgns 1 as a sign of volour and suc:h pJ"aetlee ts 

not. found ln tho culture of the othe~ trlbfl'&l ( lv) A c:~n 

footuro ln tho rmople eatltvJ in wooden .plates. 

Aecftdlng to tJ. RoblnsonlA Nagaa 'aopeu ln genoJ:al 

to dbt.J.nguleh ~oolves from theu netghbous-e by phyat.c:.ol 

eonfortllltlon, "for t,ho.ugh thorf1 ts rm.t(!h dlffel'ente &mOf\18\ 

them, ynt thC'y on in coumon z:o~morkablf-1 for extz'O'mely coarse, 

eevago cOJJft~naneon, and dull, t.lmld, heavy d1nPGslt1ons0 • 

DJrswtng cottnon traits of ·rene::~blaneo amongst the vibes 

wo ·ftnd tiW Get38S and Tangkhul& hwc affln!.ty of lonouage, 
, 

clotl\e$1 folk-songs, and mt41'(fage eustoms. The Semas, Maoa, 

Chokheaangs and AnQ6tills haw offlnlty on e.uestiona of l"""rl• 

tence, adop'tloft, taklng of ooths ond such othol' t.td.ngs. 1'tm 

TMg!dtulo. Cha!d\esenga and 1\0& and Angamls have similar lft('lthods 

of cultlvntlon and house bulldlno. 1'l1e Ch1ngjuol Tongkhula 

speak a.l.mMlt the eame dtaleet as 'the. Ang«Jl& ahd Chokhets~s. 

nto totool~ sys~ am it& accompanying bellef &J'e tJ\e same 

!SOftO AGu, Tangkhuls• Sema&, Rtn·wgma&, a."" Ssngt.ams. Agaln 

tJm Sangteou ond Aos orr·· okln ln varlou& vtays to the Konyatte. 

Llkawlsn, t:JC) find many otollorltt.e& among tho Wlbea.18 At s 

, oa~tcr of faet nn boundGJrles bnt.weon Chakht!eano, Angoml and .tJso 
...... '' _ ..... _.,., n.t. •••·• uu· 11 JP td ••• 

14 Robinson, t?., (1941)• Qa, C£.$, P• 84 

15 Pc dflt.ollPd list of stmf.larltles seC", HM"a:n1 r.~ •• 
(1975), sa s:as. liP· 37--..41 
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. thus as_ lift am pointed out 8 the et.mllart ttes between 

the Naga vlbeo fer outsU'lp the differences betvan u.n. 
Such factors e& ~ multlpllc:lty of la~nges cen easily be 

.undentood men one reollaen the QI'H~ teolatlon ln dllch 

small gzoups llved0 •
16 

J\ ts t)Vldent thot ev~n in the ~artiest days of thou 

k~ history ~ f-&!Q8. VibPS dlstlngulsl\ed tt\em5(1lV88 frotn 

othoX" h!ll 1:1-J.bos erounrt them. Ulottgh constantly at •• 

amongst tbmse1ves and uslng tllalF'cts so different. . . 

It can only 'be the lacJt of a wrl tten se~lpt thllt 

PJ!opttl' record of th~u em:.ltf)r llfe and lnteract.lon& tot 

bleak end thus posJ.no the (} .. atlon to pres~nt teseoreheo 

cs to thteth~r t.l'm t-~89Ml e& thr.y c:latm today, vmrtt really a 

dlsttnc' group of !)(?Oplth 

V~'h,.,tever. tbe problems • appclstlon of tha tO~ t3aga 

or U\Q:I.Jf ot'lgln • for om. e;tudy tn thn soct.ologleal porspr.c­

tl"(l• the f oct ~nt a g.roup ~f pPople came tog.,t.her 88 a 

pooplo end launchad a coll~ctlve netlon ,strlvlno to bo a na• 

tton-sta-ta g1ves us the premtae of analysts. tttt, therefore, ... - ......... ... ................ , _____ .. .... 



1 ') 
'J. ..... 

wlll look lnto the Nags soctety in their authentic ru:o-eolo• 

ntal period to undei'Gtand the &octal a'b:ueture end eoclologl• 

eel dynamics wlthin ~tr soctal eyatem. 

Knom history of the Nagaa da.s Mt tttOVlde erty ba~le 

to bellcve thet a c~nvo11.sed authorl ty or a ~UeulOJ" fom 

of political sys'tffr.1 ever exlsted befon .the Brltlsh edvent 

altho{A'Jh Dr Boreh17 suggest that t;tagas mlght oriutnolly have 

autoc=atlc foro of gow::trnent tflieh WU& f.nvented •n the ·s-ule 

of one atto'ng m.,,n \',UJS essenttal in the pn-set.tlcd stage. 

Naga tribes t.~l'c sc.atte~r:.d and leoloted fron Oftf'l anotho~ M­

cause of thelr hcDdhuntlng practice, lntel'nttcl,. wari are, 

eot'!CUJ'JlcaUon probl~ and close £conomle aysWt1. Each 'b:.'ihe 

hed lts awn. syst~ of soelol o~~anlsatlon a~ ~ vllla~e l~vel-
. . 

Although loosely knlt al\lnncea amongst the vlllagea ~svo the . 
trSJ.H:s cenoln amount of .unity fer pu!"f))s& of def~nc• ond WGr• 

each village t~as a eove~"elOn atete, an:J independent politleal 
\' 

entitY of an lntepot.ed v.twle. 1btJref01"9, a atttdy of h 

Nsgo soctaty elwell nroun.i ~ vl!loga us a &oclol. ~11 Ueal. 

~conamlc and rnllgtous unlt. 

• u.,_,, .... ,. •• , .• •• • *·*•*'M• .......... u .. , •• ,. ••• 

1? 
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Mage vllleoes wen Pf\I'Ched on hilltops with naft'OW 

approach paths. the pr!Dory eonsidezot.lon for such a site 

obvlously was til~ basle ~ed for defcnc:~.. Thoy ~re _,11• 

forUflcd tJlt.h llol tcld gatee t:!llch t>:ero vr:ry often guarded. 

A vlC\1 of tho flclds, snd rroxl.mlty to wate~ e~urc.es ~re 

· otl\()J" eonnJ.doJ"ot.ton of a Ylllago ·slte. Nolth& Dnt bullt 

vory close to oac.h o~J: and t.bttroforo,. e Vf>'I/Y close soclal 

lntes-oction amonu tho mcr!KYra of the Ylllage. 

. . 
Tl'adi tt.onal t~~JgQ lntt>.rnal poll tlcol system prodomt• 

nantly lnvolvod dcclolon matd.ng, law enforceroont ottd dls• 

putes, Gf!tUtmlento wl thln thf! boundarton of tho vlllotJe, 

%t t10~ld bo a futllo ot~t to cnl.I!Wl"ote i'.he ¥al"ious pJ:sc• 

tiC(! a t;.i. thln the ocopo of this research. HOY48V'ert the gttM• 

rel pot.er etrutturc of the various vlllagns and tr!bes can 

bo cl~erly unrlllrstootl thl'oUOb tho YIJ.'S.ous se~ntot.ton of 

·tho vtllage c~nlty. fvnry vlll~ ~onsts·t& of ~~e or 

more clans knmm as 'Khels•. hse clans v-Je~ of-ton llnl\tJgesa 

even otheNS.se ~a ar• be ll~vect to be from ctM1WOn ances­

try. EVU"y clan hod lntettoloted p:ressure groups sueh as the 

Uowng, ago groups, the Colancll of elde" and thn famllle&. 

Pollt!cel pawor ln tho Vllloge ls structured ond operated ln 

ancendlng or ctcscondlng orclen. aecordtng to the t.ypo of system 

oacb tl:ibo ·~act.ice. 



. Ktlo?m poll ttcal systems vales smong th@ tribes fi'Dift 

a mDI" dlctet.onht.p to an eJttfttme fOI'tn of demoez-acy. The 

somas, Konyakn, Chongs1 and Maos had twndtteJty chlefe. Of 

those the Konyllk cld.$f enjoys highest status. tlf' ts consl• 

dcnd sacrosanct. 11m Semas hove a protofeudal system. The 

,ltmd is contrc:tll~d by the chlde and dlsvtbuted for cultl• 

vstion to the people. In aucb t.zihes the chlof may consult 

tho clan eldern mo in tuJ.'n takes the view of the different 

P"SSI4'0 groups f.n tl'w elan. H~Vf'r 1 the ul ttrnote authorS. ty 

zeated oolely on the cht.ofe and tbolr nle was aecepted a• 

J.aw. t'os\ of tho other tl'lbea p:-ocUc(') chl.,ft;tenshlp but 

selected by the clans. 

11te Aoa have a retdlllcen ·fom of gove~nnent ln lllthlch 

a td.uable ctJum;ll of ~lccted llt!t:hnrs from Val'lous claaw 

ltnown as ·~s• ~ul<' with ~ra vested by t.htl vtllagers. 

Those counelllers ~ instated fo~ a fixed teJ:m ac:cordlng 

to itw Q98-Q1"oup sucer-uion and refltOVCd \"llt-n theU: tenure 

oaptros. nt9 Angamlo are knot'Jft fer th~ir 'pure' dflmOCracy. 

they have fsreo-tor-all debates ln dec'tslon makll'lfJS • the clan 

f.f the· l&suo S.s w1 thin OJ' lntel'-clan and ttl~ -.1\olCt v.tllaga 

lf the caso ts lnter-vlllage or on village level. They have 

nominal cJ\tofs 'd\o fi.II'ICticn only as cotl'Venor of tha genPral 

Qt'!etlngs. tJrl tlng about this systefft Cap'taln Butler satd 

0 1Jt1tJrY man follcm the dtetate of hts own will, a fom of 

punet detnoei'OCY mkh lS Yt!tfl'Y dtfff.cult to COnet'ilft of GS 

oxl$tlng oven for a stngle days and ~t thot lt dceo e:d.st 



hon ls an undenleble fact*.18 HoweYft1 fOX' ftnal delibe­

ration they de~ute poop!o ~th experience and in sueb aelee• 

tlon age aenlOJ'l ty la highly J'capected. 

Tho village chlefs'or headmen ln Raga village& .re 

· ~nont flgurea. PGs~des tholr political power, ln all 

eoelal oml :ro H.glous fe&tlvals. hy enjoy Yal'lmll ~lvl­

leges,. '!boy are ~ntt tl«t to eertntn c:lothlng end 1 port.lon 

of moat of antmaln killed tn • vl11ege during festivals 

or ln some eanas &Yf .n at o~J' tiMs, They ttnt al'JSYS 

offeJtcd t11o best l'lce be£<r. They have no slat:'l~o, bu~ ore 

well paid tn perc;ul&ttes and -atult.oua laboUJ:~ 

The chlofa en· also ssslgnr?d heavy respansl.bllltles. 

they tmvo conttol CM'I' tho entll'tl clvtl matterr. They look 

after tho dof~nco of thf! vi!legt1 ond acts a~ the hont a 

oloc:otc:n hoatu to vtfif1tors. All v1ttltoJ's to a village ~t 

nottfy the purpose and durntton of thctr vlslt to the vtl!sge 

chJ.of end pny hiD ~lr respect, \;M ln tum guarantee, '.atelr 

eafety during thof.so stay. He ls the eonveno:r and cbalmen 

of vl1 1agn eouncS.l meottno and represents thr. vlllago or 

deputes ld.o ~PT~'r~ntatlvea ln lnter-vlllago conf~rerw;e&. 

f.bovo all, ho iS tl\('1 canrnandnr•ln-chtef of the village •a UWII 

a&&&&.ID ancl let1ds thm ln time of Will' • 

....... rfliU.- .. 4IM··· I!IM' I tl lA •• 11 n •• -



Tho Naoes have a psUiucbal, pavlltntal and !'lltl-i• 

local klmhlp system. Tht'rttforo, ~ Mad of the fdly le 

tho fothes- or ln cbse of hls early c:eatb the eldest san. 

~rS:tant'!e p to eons, t.hougb daughters do not tmerlt pro­

pat'tleo t.mma:voble1 ~r.U.es can ~ given to t.hem on btl,. 

tlaftlqe as gtfts. Because of the pat&'lllnea1· system descent. 

f.& reckoned throUgh the malo l!IW! tlft'fl deocent thl'Ough t.JOmcn 

ln ln!'Voly tgnorad. 'Dwrefore, hf'ad& of the clan or village 

on elvusye male membGn. Tht.s doe& not howove:r, lftdl~ate a 

low status for tJOrnen. "1.1w womenfclk has heavy responslbtlt• 

. tles an-i prlvllogos. t1rltlng of the Ito t-amen1 Mills seld 

"An Po tean te WI'Y fat" f~tom being ~ slave and a dNctp •. 

Her fJO&i tton ls nowhere l.nfcrtor to ~t of man, &hft always 

bas h~r clan behind her end t.~Z.O a bad•tempered husband to 
bully his td.fe he would soon have o swa~m of angsy 1n-1aw 

b~•zzt.ng mund hl& eatts, end hi& wife would promptly leave 

hlmn.19 

1he clans form the exogenous groups ond ln aome cases 

•'-ro popula~lon ts blo1 the rxogemy ls e~enge~ on lineage 

_.oupo of a elan. r;ldat$ and nged people becomes responalbt­

lt tl~n of thou f.medlate consanc:ulnes. In case of n divorce 

t::!tleh ts quite eC'mDOn the r~n goes bnck t.o hr!J~ otm klnp:oup 

nnd nmalns till a nuntcm, ntDan-t.age • death. A dtvorcc;d 

woman is ont.ttlod t.o only Immovable pro~rUes • 
•••• Ul IIJ._Iff I I &PI--IIJF•r t r 48_,_ .I nat II I .• 
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Ono of the most Important soclal lnstltutton tn Naga 

eoetoty l$ tho morung • a doml tary for umnnled young men. 

Every N.aga vllloge hod OM or more mor~s and ano~ aome 

trlbrJa 1t ls orgenlr.ed ln 'tel"mt; of clans Milch may twve more 

than om. Though t.1w \"JOrd te pooolbly At:semese orl.ot.n evea-y 

vll1cgc ben a name for it ln thel~ reepocttve dialects. 

KOnynk eall tt 1bant or 'pen'; Aos call lt 'Aslchu't ln 

Angsol •rttcttu f<l'• 1Longshlm' tn Taugkhula •net:. Chang' In 

Swaa 'Cheopo' l.n J.otha 01"d so on. "nt(l ftt1tu!'e of use vcn:les 

fl'om ti'J.be to wlb& but a morung hen various funettonn lndls• 

ponnoble to a t~aga. 

Glwn tho t":ar~one e'l'mosphr'J:f.) ._ rnurttfm sewed aa 

1(JUOI'd hoUOO mCX'(l younq tlt'ft &tay ~OJ,- J"Pady fOt' any 

ovent.ualSty. TSlln is most evt;:Iont ln U. Ao nr~cs ~here the; 

oorung ls ~enero11y sttuD"ted vt tho gatr.s Dnd stzootegt.c 

slt.cn of the vl1.le1Jo• More than ~·otng a def£ntf'l technl~ue 

the" ~uno ~na the c:(lntr.e of the r~es cultural ltf.,. Xt 

t':as ln the ClOJ'Ung that tht' yeuth (JOts tzaf.nec~ for the futunt 

lml€Jf'l'M~nt ltfe an:J ~X"C. f.L7pn!'ted lessons on COfm!lUl'llty ll• 

vlno. It provided physical tl'aln1ng ln tames, spm:t..t) and 

wari ere and 1esaoM f.n orts end hanrllere.fts f!'tn!l tha wenvlng 

of basltets to eonstruc:t!on of houece end $!JftL'!'y. t~ro the 

youth 90t.a tnvn lunt-~ lt\~sonr. 1n oration, dlplomoey, and 



lnodezahtp. Theywcro also acquatntn4 ~th tho hlstory, 

eul tus:'o,. folttlore, moral codes • cunt.cas end tratil Uons, 

sangs and danetm of thotr v111e9o, in &hor~ tht!lr @fttf.n 

horlts;o. ThP.ee t10X'Il lnparted both orally on:1 practlcally 

to th~ loartr.l'. TJu) eurl'f.culum of the morung nlsc lnt luded 

i'ce~ivi t!cs a~ llo&t"Z'oly c:tocnuracc "tl'tcrc ~t·JS in ond 

aounrl .thctl are eor.:munleatr-d. 

tho morung turns out eelf~llant Gtrclplined citl• 

zons Dnd zoopnnsfbla leaders. They tnculca~ values of 

honosty, tJruthfulneos. tn:tuatr1ousnesa and ere l'eady to 

bell!' tM s:espono 1b11l tins of D matured man. t~sulo Bowers 

give a compJ."ohenzlvo vic:,w of a mm:unq (?:'ac~uate t.'h&n she 

t-JrOte flthoy oro tOO tougher fi~ end t)lo rough eorncre hS\'0 

boon S!ubood off. They are core rPlf-=nlolnt, t1ltll CO!!!JIOft 

eonso nmJ 1)(\twr dlaelpl!ftrl and chove a!! th"ir loyalty and 

e.ense of Oeirvlce to a corporetn bo~ ts we !!~1evelofM'd• 

They hsvr. not lost th.C'I lndlvldualtcm, but thrty have o view 

of tho t·.:orld tn ~lott.on to them:elveo, a oroup of rrutual 

tlutlNl os t..ell o~ rl.gbts, e wav of otvi~ a fair neal for a 

feb ~Aale;. 21 tt1tlls22 also flnd thn morun~ os o :rcplae .. nt 

of o fatho~ os o dlocl~ltnarlon nnd noted thet violent ~ua­
noln botveon fnther era~~ c~ns are r-.ore frequent ln tribes 

~th hnvo no oorUlgS. 
_....._ • ...,._..__.., •••••••••• ~ nit cu.•••r•·•·•-•· 

Bowllrs, tr.rsula, o., (1952), Uls& 21:\b• Reoden Union, 
London, p. 7!} 

l.'llllst J.P.1_ (1937), lbf.. ~~ Niall• r.bcmlllan & Co, 
tondon, P• w · 
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Mol'tJng& ore exclusively fu men. Though ln some 

t.t-toos there \"Jr?J'tt smal! houses fe UI'Dafti.Pd gbla too, tn 

many cesos such pr'aet.lel\ riid not extst. t~n ~~to P"hi'' l• 

ted fJ:om ~'nterlng a moru~ or 1 t.n pl'(lrolson. Such e 1:4boD 

wan o~lc:tly adbnrt:d to by mot.t of th~ tritws. It 1& be1$.eved 

thot a breaeh of such a taboo C'ntalls l!!tuch for tho d'lole 

c~ty • ln t~ of taunting and '1Ul"• Sutb practJ.cc of 

houses stzletly nontr-d fot" th~ ust1 of males ol' females to 

tmlch atcasa ts denl~d tO mvnb~rs of the oppoal~e GQX was 

also -alent. ln many parte of the t.cr!d,23 and the trttir.t 

odht>ronc.o eontr1buto to ttm main~nonce of a b.aloneed aoctel 

OJ'der. 

Thtlra se Vlll"lllt.toras in th" degi'Oe of value ottaeMd 

to ami tbc organlzatton of t!Ol"unga ~ ~:lw rll.ffaront tzt~s. 

Aft Ao aet ~Pot n torn by ~lr OM"Uft9S and ht> t"»uld not 

apoatt of ht.msalf as boloflt11rtJ to a particular Hhol of hts. 

vlllago but to a particular tbrung mllrt to 'tl'w SEmas end 

Angomts taU? mof'ung ct~o net ploy as tm,ortant a rolt•r esccept. 

for !lfl'elo1 festivals, :t•()!aUng to rt'llglous tellflf and DC.tl• 

vltlnn and other lmt':tort.ent pollUcal dieeunslons. F'OJ.' t.1'.hel!l 

ordi~t.ly attendo'IU!@ nt tht1 morung is not COf!IPUlsory. t~l tlng 

of -the -.rung <'.00!\g h Aos, ttalf!J~ndod says• •one r!toy BgJ:ecl 

o~ dl~egret'! tilth ttl~ prlnelplP- of glvtno boys a trelnlng s.n 
••t.t ·-·l·· . A iPt·-------·••r••••• ......... 



coomttmlty sptzlt outside the tnrJivtr.Jual fmnilyt but t.heJ.te 

cen bo no quootton thnt too mrung ts oM of thf) main plllera 

of the Aos soctal ~... ThP bac11elm:s hall was the social 

centro of tbn vlll&(,l9, tho ngn-groupo of the t!lOrung \..,ra 

tho natural labour teanG for c-~ry public WOl!'k and the rights 

nn!l ob.11gatt.one of mrery metnb!"l' of tho eor::munf;ty wss regula• 

ted by 1\1& plac;o ln tit" ege..group system•. 24 

the Semss hnw *' a,l'al''ato hou.-;e set aport 01' built 

to bo used 8$ mol"ung but thf'y uce the ch.let•s house mlc;h 

usually r;at; &t')Oet.oua enough to serve the purpostt.. 1he 

Aft;srJla hnv$ a different term for the •t:t.chukl t end the 

'htua• though both are usually situated under· the &l.l'lfo I'OOf 

01.' wr:y c: lase by. Jlu?lu! :ls an lns.tl tutl.on genc..,elly assoela• 

ted \11. th a bornf ire; obvlousl y for \'Jal'lllth, and or{'anlud along 

11\o lim of loealltted clans. 1\ nr~less &el"\fr!J the 

nui"POOO. of mat 6 ccm.mg doeo in other ta-lbes. 

r~rshtp og a morung t.n most trt.bos ts at~ o label' ate 

affatr.. SaoP even hava age P!OS~iptlons and epc~lfl~d course 

ln e~tiftod dUI'.nt.lons.. All vibes hav& tlghto and duties for 

tho varloun ag~-grooups of the monmg • thn ago poup le s trlctl y 

obsarved among tam Aos, t~ entrants DJ'e severely rugged and 

dl&cJ.pltnod. they are ox~etod to gather fool, fetch wateJ", 

cook food end all n•~ of dtcestl.e choft&. They are r~cted 

to tun emmds for the senlar ~mbttrs or for tho ~nlty and 

--••••••••••ntrr••••• a IJJ1 ••••'• -• ,,,...., 



~~ t.htl a~ time ottrlnd to thPI.l' comf.-.ts. Ooodlence t.a 

OV1etly deoanded of them at t~ll& ste99• All theso •ia"e 

obnynd \~ thout objoctlon as each onP hopf!d that in due ~ 

· hln tunt muld come. The !:enler ~rs enslii'M' ot.tmr hea­

vtw ¥'esponstbllttlco in conMctlon \"Jlth the adolntsuatlon 

and t:Unnlng of th9 oowng. Por all 'Ulcse th., morun.u haa 

lts orm t.et of t.tt~los an:·J J."Cgulotlona ond though ttm om out­

Side lntert'fcro ln its m!mlnlstzatlon. The member& undu:• 

stendobly ~omo ~thln tho pale of tho village authority and 

art~ liable to pun1shtlont a& any ct.l'lor ordlnel"y vlllngen 

for bl'aaeh of any b"Bdi tlonsl o~ cus~y 1~~ 

;bllo mo~ungs c~lculum are mainly fo~ the youth, 

lt also to en lnstltutlon that involved ~e ~lc aoctety. 

The etJCPOtdS.turos 1~ wh~n morttngs nre hull t are met 

by tho \".hol0 clGn u vtllnue but 1 ts matntenanc:tt was the 

1'8SpOntf.b111ty of 1\s fJ.'lC'It"JK>Jtr.. J.P. Mills describes thts 

&lonlfleance thw:u 111t te nn u~oubted f aet ttwt. smong 

the flaga tribes that bulld morungo • t.hc'l a tetn of those 

buildi~ tn o vS.llago glves a sure lndlcotlon of tho state 

of the vtllDto 1 tself. Deeavtng moru •ns mean a decaying 

vlllago nnd a wnll~cd •11 kopt morungs a vigorous cODnu­
ftlty.29 

................... ,.,.IF .............. .._ .. _. .. 



A tmrung also func:ttomd as a sanet.u•v• to e~tmlnat. 
whether of thnt vlll~ or a ftll)ltt.VtJ from ef'IOt.hr·~. could be 

ttJuehed \\fl\11~ tn a eorung l?even df.d a man cor.mlt f.'M!'de~. Ttw 

awngers • ln the fu:t:y of thn ~nt& cannot pta sue him tnto 
a morung. "i'hf1 roon of the ~1 to whlch t.tw mrung belongs 

munt protact hltl till ttw case ogelmt hlm he& bf'len dtacuased 

.and· com action deeS~d on•.26 Crll!wa were also not eoanttt~Jd 
ln a tnoJ:"ung. Pro~ty ean bn left. lylng abou' ln OM td.th 

safety, fm:- it lo o teboo to •~tal tn a l'ft0fil1\0• Any atrango• 

ontorl.ng a 'ClOrUJ\9 as a l.'ule was uaet.ed vd. t.h hospl tali \y 

and could ln no account bc- refused a nlghta shnlte.. •. 
' 

lnte:r-ce loted w1 th the mol"lmg t.s anothor 1~\ant 

nor.t..nl tns'tltutton • t.ho ave1J'Oup ays~. p_. most of tbe 

1-lagas thf.& systco aets as the detemlnent factor for rf:CJ!lt­

ment or mrnnbct:ahlp into th., vtll~ clt1PMV through the 

&oc:loltaatl.on process of tho mol'ung. Among the Aos evca:y 

male child born \'Jltbln the osr:te age group of 3 ye81'8 d-.a• 

tlon of ? yeoro of age 1~ c!i~lble to ente~ the morung and 

roplace and fJ'ee the stJnloro of the tzarllt.lon-bound responsl• 

bllltf.t:t&. And on tho eapb'y of thrtm years, they on again 

repl«("}d by .o new sot of r~uui ts. A boy remains ln hls 

oJrlglnol ot:o-gJ!'oup~, t.tll tm dl~s, ~roch grot'!) taking t.w 
••••-• i • u a a ••••-- •xr 
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r.~ ftom some promlnDnt members. Gtrls also hove thet~ ago• 

groups but the oyntcn does not play a very pramlnnnt ~t ln 

f«!lale' lifo. 

tn tribes ouch as tho Angemls a~e-grou~s are oore of 

t·.-o:r~ an.1J soct.al!slng ortontatlon. therefore, tn this aysWt:l 
. . . 

boys snd olE"lG togt th":r fOI'O groups not atr:lctly on any at• 

~tlon~ Hot:ovor, coner•llly cne:- 'berehlp comas wlthln 4 to 5 

yee:ro. As. onon aa a rihlld ts tf>le to do sel'lt:.us ~k t.n 1:be 

flo1d tho .ego 1JrOUp ltt raorked and he ls free to jotn his 

grou!). M.ot'Q. rs o€ e gx·oup ~l'f.t('~~; togt:lther in thr- flolds 

from oM to another throughout. tmd' scu1son. ntis eystl"m be-
, 

o1des othnr functions aenos Smportant roles (l) Boys and 

gtrl.s of 't.l'w e~ age1t'oup eome to ooclellae ond thUI mat.chos 

for mt~trlmony are oasll v en:"anc.Jed for marrlqe a ( tl) The 

solidarity and 1n~grity of 'I:.M noel~ty t.s perJ'Jetuoted t.n 

the close t.ntcractt.on of ttw groups 1 ( lll) thle syotem entoto 

a progrer.s1~ oenno of eampetltton anongst the various oge• 

cp-oups ln thnb' contribution to tha multldloensf.onal reapon­

stbllltS.os of the>lr co:-muntty. To ~long to e rcpu~ age­

group I.e o ~cot pride \tihlch evet:y ~-belt strlvee to malnteln 

~cthnr tn tomn of sorvtr o or of soc tal eontzol; ( lvl. t\cm• 

bc11'S of an ego group dlcrlnys so!lfi~rl t.v a:'\d t"~et· the tl"atl1 tlon 

bound obllgatlon ln tt.t:r.s of a meobc:r•s roottla(Je, death or 

ol&fOl"tuneJ (vJ the syotcm of worktng togothrr leave no ~m· 

ber ·to lethargy or lr.lenponoibl!l\y. 



A£.Wlculturo, onf.mal husbandary 8!\d the forest wrtH 

tho maln source oi? r.wcting the. ec:onoml.c t'mnts • foo1, clothe. 

ond shelter .... of tha tJagas. 'l"tlfJrcfoz-e, they are svong.1.y 

.attached to t~wtr land. 11\o· orgent.znttnn of tht?sn s-osaurces 

~ave ~ a r~!f-nuff.ictnnt vl!lo~e e~cnami~s on eubstotence 

J.t"Wl end in tho cost nntuJ.>al &tllte. tonstrotnt on thf> &eale 

of production due tn low tcchnolac)y end cUff leu! t wral.n 

restrlctod ~ economy t.o ro!'.,oct!ve v1Ala~o houndarlcs. 

A31"t.cu1 tural rrursut ts of the Hogan ere ·t.n ~ m~thodtu 

(a) pcroaoont \;1)t cultlv&'tlon on ~naecn.. Tld.s ts a pJ"ee• 

tie~d by ttm ~entrol and southern trlb"mnrn in e Vtii'Y s~nt1• 

fie pattern. Tenocc~n ere eurvod tmt 1n the ht11 alupes and 

en kc:·pt ~11 manurod by r.cw"duJK.J 1 husltt lt'aves, etc. TMy 

(%0 lrrloDtod 0 by tJf'ans of artlficlal channel along \>mlch 

tho wator !s often brought from ve~y long rllntcnec by means 

of B!~ee,:uote OO.ueduet9 t.~entously eon!:Jtrueted of lwllatMd 

out trf"c& or bamboos nncl &t~motf.I'!K?s bridging deep tovlncsJ'.l; 27 

(b) Dry shlft1ng c::u1 tlvD·, lon known as jhumtn~ or swtdrientng. 

In thln mothod tht\ forest ls cleared ond bul'ncd in dry soason 

and n~eds c.rc sown es t~"f'>t snason eprmogr.hC!th Af~r use of a 

particular aret~ f~ ~ Ol" three ~ern tt.gf*ttv·r 't.hr nlto of 

... q..... . ··-·· ........ -···--- .. ..... .......... -



cultivation 1& shifted to other ~1aeo l~nv!ng the fozmer 

to f<1llow. Lend for cultivation are both f.n forP of prlvete 

omi ccr.J:lunnl ct"mershf.p. Depc>nding enttr~ly on the ('lcolouieal 

providence Nngao eultlvate rlc:e, mille\, mn12e, job's teen, 

yam and varletl~s of vngotables. Jm'l~m0nts for cultivation 

~n prtmlttvo • as:c, hoe, sict>~le. deos, rtc., ~nd \'\left ope­

rated only by manuel labour. 

A nubstantt.el pOJ:t of t:laoo's dsf.l.y uno end food oupply 

ts directly obtained from the forc!stt both flora ~and fauna. 

Mages eot almost any moving cx-o~ture !n tho 3uno1o ond a 

gr~at. many varl~ty of plants an:! lellw&. Hunt.ll\9 and fishing 

oro fnvourt tG plltrttme and thor" are varlous at: thode, fo7: matt• 

. lng traps both ln forest nrv.l r!Vflra. For want of any oth.e~r 

oesnna mtltr:rinla for housln9, handi~afts and lmnl~nts wer, 

rnontly from tho forrnt and oxplo1tatton of these usually 

cnt.all many GOf'lal tmp!!eatt.ons. 

Nagan cco~le oreantaatlnn la very at~le and horizon­

tel, in the sense t.hnt lebour t~,e tucchanged ~ong parsons of 

th& semo r~:e~oup, -.,dtlng tP-lotion are t)uidad end sustalnod 

by ench onP"s eotr'lOn Uft!~crstonrilng af customs ant~ t:ratiltlons 

and not by arrv $tlt'JU1El~ agJ<eement. Soclal dlvislon of la­

bour ls n1.moot n111 apnrt frott th.ot.Q in 'tt!m& of St:X and £lUfl• 

And spoclallzation lu proetlcally non-exlstent as the needs 

fO%' ttactcsot thy, pot~ry, l!n:' l1nk1na of d!.hP.r lmplrnnents vmn 

on the t.~esls of an lnd1v1r?ual •s genius an!l confined only to 

family ctrcles. ~ 



With regard to domastlc: animals, thn Nooas roa 

tllthun, buffalos. CO't'$1 plgn, goats, dogs, cats antl varl~­

t.lo-s of fcwJls, both for the purpose cf foetti as t:t!ll as fu 

salt~ llnd b~tor • lilt. thm, baff alos end eows ~.n let loose 

tn eocamunnl pn&tu'ra!; kopt away t~nd ff'nt:ed fl'om th~ eultlva• 

tad enos. Until t.htt recerrt past, Noge& old not use these 

on!Ooln for cul ttvotlon, net. the:r l'ild thoy taka ollk as an 

arttcltl of food. 

\'Jlthtn thnlt llmt;ted z-esourees tJogns hod a fab:ly 

developed f'tandaJ'd of <#t anrl handl.eraft&. Spinning, weav• 

lng of cloth:co fl'oti cotton· wert" usually done tn orttstlc 

doat.gns. · lmplemf)nts f03!' rmr and eul tivat!on Wt'ft made f~ 

'icported iron, tAata. baskets, 'tubs, pails, e-tc., lll"e .wen 

of billbco or nod and Cl'e tnatle •~ater-tlght bf ;~aring wt th 

·tho Sui.c:o cri ~ ttubb~r the. Drums, bndn, slates, e:ugs, 

etc .. , ore t:UJ!'Ved f!:'ct.a tinbers. All iheee han~ltcrnfts for 

domostte orna:~~ntal uaos ere done t.vlth £too eesrthet.tc pe~ 

eopUon. 

l'nsf)tte of the oe~ .. 4lly elose system of (tCt.JftOm7, the 

t~&gas hod trnttes t1lth the plainsoen for tholr lmtspensable 

!~. Tllf' ~ootls th~y give out t·.~l'ft chiefly, cotton, domC'S• 

tic onlmolo and fowls, and fOJ"OGt (JOOOS such as bee wax, 

ru:l!ml: fluid, osdleel h~"DS and dye& of various eoloura. In 

ccntl'al i)ftd oouthem Nagaa mo had wet c:Pltivntton uoually 

goo~n \"KJl"' "xchoft9~d fG:' salt, iron an:l ornaoc;ntnl mnte1'"1als, 



VJII!le those tn· the FlOI'th and western pa~ts f()lt elottwe. 

X'lCflt tt$lt and OthoJ' foodstuff • fKchongo btrfore tl'\@ BJ:l\lshts 

odv~nt had ooen generally ln bsJ'ttJr system although 1n some 

'b'lln>s thern \1tth c~nctfls ln varloua foJ'mS. 

Otao of tho im'!)Ortant feature of the Nof)a 'lconomic 

11f'o la ihe maxlmtan pm.-1ty of wealth. Gl.ven f:.lle llolted n­

noureo, comunol cw~nershlp, clo&fl klnshtp ayst.ce, pracUce 

of fecsts of UWI."i tb, the compet,tt.ve na~ure of tn•actt.on 

and o't.her vtzotue& of indutttrlousnasa, ~tc. Th£~ t~as had 

none too T.lc:h or too pool' S.n their a~lllty and, thenfon, 

have a evonc nense of e«lUDltty. 

P..,asts ~of nwtlt ~ tmpo.:tant el'lt.ttrta ln a man•• 

noelal status. 'lbese feaats are t'Jlven by awn \'w'ho are oeo­

nomteelly in a posltlon to feed 'thtJ vtlla~"· the menu of 

the feest depond on ttm stage of hts achlGvemt~nt but. is 

usually of rlcc, 11m at• rlce bear • pl.c;kl~, ete. ·They eJ"e 

given with an ela!)orote 'P!"OCcos of tltea. festivity and 

spuote ln \"Jhtc:h the splendour, colour and extl'a\lagance of 

tJego lifo ts concentrated. Then ore ••~les of steoes of 

tho feaet&: in uscf'ndlng or~"r vcrylng fl'om trU. to i'Zlbe., 

These aertr:G ce strictly prcoert.bed and ('Ivery man trle& 
(; 

'to 'jJnceed as f~JX lfl lts as hls BIP.ans pormtt. Mills 110ted 

"It would be an unheard of thinTJ far a man to go no further 



every feast ontitlos tlw host to toclal rlisttnct.ton 

and lnr.r,ases prcgrer.s!vc!v hls stondlng and 1'091 tlon in 

Comt.lUnlty. OM who h~S theeo dJ.etlnctiom \"$~ npeela1 

clothos and o»r~nts on:~ c!ecm:ntos hlo hour:e !n n c11atl~· 

tlve mn~r m~ltUJ hlo ach1flvctrent, HugG mono!l the aJ"(t 

t:!rt:g(JOO onrl "rt::c::~d ln ttw ~ of t.l'w host tn t1'tt: olftsld.rts 

of tho vtllagt! on tht'l ronrl sS.< 1CS. The p:rocens of on>ctlng 

nur.h oo~nto involves an tm,ox-tarrt f)lecc for tho \'3lfo.29 

Lntor tho partleulnr spot or orca of tJ11a momll th usually 

com~ to be ltnoi.;n by thfl n::or and in cmmo.-y of the success• 

ful man. t.mong thP Aftf)om! oftli ChehheDang trlttQs the most 

FCO!non~ mar!!S of euch a mon to shmm by ttw horns of ht.s 

house. 

Soclslly, onrl ~conomlcolly th~ foosts era of ~eat 

stgnifleance. Tho .-,.rth of tho oapunnt ft# faoe ls nveel~ct 

by ~ success of euch fflnt1v!ty. f<t('\J:'fl hlt:' klt ond l!lnt 

ami friends pla\' m::ortont rolf) en .. ; tha fecst much eopends 

~n th~m. ttu~·v brimJ f)torente of rice. and entmnlo and 

contribl)tlcm of rtee boor b~nides t.Mtr labour ln Bl'lfllft9et".OOnts. 

Cttnsf..dertn; 'thr oagnituda of the ftusst the host of ouch a foast 

ln eamldorcd !nfltwm;lDl for: thf\ conftrZNlce M has in tho fb"s't 

place. 
- ...... 1 aa- _.I. , ............. •••nt .. U ····-

2a t:.:11lls, J.P. (1937), 1 Qa1 c&s. p. 181 
29 Pm: a po~lcturP of a feast of mt'!rlt m'l it is 'tak.tng 

plnee, SCOt I'Ul:P"""'' %%a1rr.rr~ort. n.v. (.193tt). AD, Fl'&· 
PP• 19-2? 
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'tho cc~nles . stroft!)th~n ttos of ld,nshl't' <lnd · frJ.onrJrJdp 

as reel.p:rocol rear.ttons follow and thus ~JC~nd \hfl con't1ncl ty 

of lnteroetton. ln aueh feas~s sharing and df.etr!hutlon t.s 

dono equally down to t.he poorest. rxr.twnur:; of ptoerentn ond 

dtatrtbutton of ~Dt end rt.ee also tar~" placf' cmongst met:bcro 

cf tilfferttnt vt.llcgcro. TIU.c. rcflc-et c~•e spread of aecualn-

tanco Qm'l f.a r~arc1cd nn stgn!fytno th~ ~rt-znnJnst por.sS.blt~ 

bond of o111anco., Such pr.oetS.ce portray the flCOnotllt: vlm-, of 

~ Nnga lifo in mlch !'J:Opnrty ensontlJJlly tJOOS to tM eom­

owtlty b<tyand ol'l()'s rwvd for subst&tC~nce. 

The nU.gtoua ~llnf ttyntem of ~ Na{')SS to ']OM!'al.ly 

l:.nm-111 an Animism t-~hlr:h reglll!de ~ suprrnntu.rol in (jOneral 

f~ a pttlnt of vlr't.7 tho~ ln subl~ly vsgt~. 11\r tzlbes hnve 

~ligh~ varlotlons but cenernll.y all cc:mte utr!.,r tho ~l!Ff of 

.a &uf»"~ Go!t, erPoto:' of th~ ~:holo euth, ~ prP.c~nce of 

ftmr:!"t>US dcmvnu 1 gttos~ end c-vll apirltn, and tho ·llfc efter 

death, Natural forcoo, oueh os tlal'thfiuaf:f', sun, f:lGOn, eclipse. 

etc. t.1ystoJ:~tous valleys and munteins and oven animals trhllch 

for a long tlo~ nuec~enfuJ.ly ovade ita pursuflr& ar~ crecU.tcd 

t·Jlth oupor.nnturDl r.uf:)lltt~o but thor~ as:c not v;arshlp&d. 

Tho dwelling !)loco of the ere rto!' ls located tn the 

etty and to the An!Jt.Ol t.Tlbcs cU!!o~nuor.tftP lo ~ su~ 
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bonewl~nt Go:1. Poortle \~lo l.iwd ln fJ00;1 eonriuct llve wlth 

htm afwr denth. Likewise in Aos 'mt)ztng 1 te a judging C--od 

t-bto \":()td\tto tho oohmfJ.;t.D" of c:vory man and punt.shas or re­

t:Jards different !'M'JOple accaf'dlng to thou brhevl.our end 

L,it;bab.a or J~tm;t.LI.Qz'l.p lr. thf' r:od of hcsven and erootor of 

thn enrth. The Konyake ~~ thCt su;xrer!W? r,oo •nat"mng• mlcb 

ooan •cst."or~y' to thf'tl the name st~nlfl.ed not the spb't.tual 

oscom:~ of th~ universe but o t1l~ty of hl~ly 'f)Oroonal cha• 

rocw.~ oonn<"-ist.cd t~ th thn sr~y more than tJ! th the earth. 

·The SemDs hovo three osunding cotet;orl~o of tho oplr1 t 

f:tnt in 1Alhou1 \"Alo f.& the remote suprm:m GodJ second, the 

nptrtt of thO sky ~o hnve orcnst.onal ~ontacts tJ!th the 

chlldrmn of manr and thm thll"d the spirt t of t1tt1 c-DJrth trllO 

a2r0 hamful lf not propl tinted. Lotbas do no~ bellevo ln a 

ou~ (;od, but they oollove ln svlrlts antl dettles. Sot10 

doltlOt~, they beJ.love ot'tl <JtlOd• ttC!m:(l fte'ttt:rol OnQ SC1:lle moll• 

clou~. t!Ot«JV('Il't no Ua~a trlbe& he-d o ftxed ploe~ of worship 

ot lml.loen of th~lr tktcln. To thin Hui!tton, rmert:od thus 1 

0pol~tst, pantheist, he (a t~aga) oay b& but tro ts no 

ldolotM-0 .3) 

tho bollr.rf ln a n~n:ow, path to r>aredtso ls untvfl~&al 

a::KJft9 the t,Jages Clnd, th<'roforfl, a t'~orrlo:r t.a usually buft:-1ed 

vJlth bitt wt'lo~na. ~ ploc(l of !JCS"at:!tso noon(J th"' tr'lbeff 

tt!ffor bu~ ge~rally oll poln~ tatvardn moun'i',otns cr vel!oy& 

cant. of their loeotlon. Jb(l tmule of the deada hat10Vcr 0 cze 
• M _ J IU A JM ••••••-n• ---·---
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believed as not ontlr.,ly eut f)ff from thn forrnnx- existence. 

Dead man's dri.n1d.f19-horn31 ts frec:;uontl.y hung up in ease he 

may r~t.utn for r<'fresh!lf:>nt. N~vn, the aplr! t.'> of the 

deeth al"e t·:ollrf to bt" olwnyn c~osirooo o'U oddinQ t'im'O splztts 

to tho Sfllrtt t-~1)1.'1t1 and so tlwy c:~ t.o troublo ~..l'K? llving 

t.o ta!:& ~ e.tlay. Ttwroforc, ~ cct of anens tzal '\'fO!'&htp' 

lo eitbc'>r to eppease oto den."Mtce t'.h(lm. 

t3ogas IYttrlbuta all rotefortuMs • slcttnen~, unnatural 

death, natural ealdtt.Ps. crop failtat?8• Pte., to tho ovtl 

op1r1 ts on . o~eone .vnrlous &Det"'lftces to oppcaao them. Pow!& 

end dnccst.J.e onloals ore offernd. Tho Lothan, Serlas, Sengta!!ls, 

An9amln ond Cbnngs roloa~o the •se~-goat ehtckenP ~lch 

t-JC)uld cllfty (Jilfay ~ curse of the sick osn.; Tho$e mo mot 

m'th unnaturol de-att1 aro bnltovnd to ~ physleolly, socially 

am:l npkltually :;ead. And fOX' fear of such feto end mlsfa:-• 

tu~s, ~nges grcaUy rely on dreBrno lnterprotot.lons Gnd ~ns 

of all Gotts. 

Noga rolit)lon •t~ not a oorol code, lt ts a ayatec 

of cora:onlcs". 32 Tho t1aga in hla ff"'C for tho lmt~Jf!lero!'-le 
mallgnnnt optrlts t\h) were bf,1.lcvcd to bn hnmful to con 

take aholt.cr under "'-lolous observanr.no - the tdMtoD eotr"Dnly 

l!MUI r• 1 I Jll.Eff .......... ··--·-- 1 11-UIIM-

·31 1hc hom of tA!thun or buffalo ts used llS cenconS.ol 
mugs for rlrintd.ng nee beer. . 

33 t1llls. J.P., ·(19?6)• nq [ilS• ~'• '1:; 



tezmed· llS 'flenna'. ThtG tem is & d~ri.Vt1tl"n from Angcnl 

tt(Onyt.• and •penna' stgnifytno 'forbidden' o:r 'problbltlon'. 

J!&t'td,. Is lmf')lled to forttldden acts ln nomol 11.·:-o both fOI' 

inJ1vtttual ant\ 9J"'OUf>S ond DCDDP te rostrf.c'tl.on o~ pcrtlculcr 

occsslown, \tsuolly deelcred foJ' the vmnlfl Cor.tltlnity. 

· Abo ~ntton from fo~~1!dilen octs on oprohi;>t ttcd days 

collt:d 'eannos• oro W%'V ~tont as the brco!d.ng of thts, 

thoy ~llcvttd \.ltluld bring e curse. ~rofora, to them o~lr.t. 

Qbscrvan~e of £rDJli is ab8clutc1y ~eenncry for bt>alth, t.-eo!th 

trnd progress of the 1~¥'1vltiua! sn::i tJw. roomtm1ty. e'i'ho r.ode 

of COJ"tJls the sanction on Which t. t ~su le soetel, and not 

r<'llglousn. 33 Theft for instance, \".td.ln n very sex-loU$ offcnca 

t-hmn pr~rpotl'ated by an !nr:i1v1rluo1 cgalm;t. hle felltu·J vlll~r-:r 

lo pl"opt'r tf mt preicr-~thy nct!on t:hrtn pc-r~trntod ago ~.nst. 

a ~1" of enoth~r eor:munlty. 

th4"J'O is no ragular !*'iosthood S.n the tlol;]a anlotsm, 

'but. somo Pf'!'sons are supprisP.d to txt b('f'\tt.!r endowed \!'lith t.he 

txWJOI' of dlvlnaUon than otllrs.-tJ. Sueb f'Eiople nrc alway& 

fouft!3 ln 4>VOJ'V villa~. One ~11th ouch pot»%' acts. , as a high 

priest end P,~ri'onn$ thn functtorm of ckclel'ing 9crmas. In 

Arr.JatB! tr1bo he J.s fnt!.wm es fJ;llrf&• He ooclar~e work seasons 

n~l rcel:tvo b!~os!nqs in tl.ot';s of blrtht manloge• construe• 

tion of housoa, f£1aste, crtc:. tllon eoletllty oct:lG"'G, ono or 

•• Wl•. .• ·-· nn• $! .... f_f f I ••••• r-
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more of the5a soothSayers. tn cnllcd on to asef:\rtaln the 

par:tlct:lar t!ctlOn \"tho S.s offont:"d• end ~'ho ret clren to be 

pocf.ftccl, E.A. Gott34 doscs-f.bcd ouch a rttual thUo, 

0 th1s lu do~ el thol' by dav!! danelrvJ, t:h<'n tho dlvtnor 

t~rt:o hit'r..P.lf ln~ n f)llroxyso ~ dl'un!tenno~s nrul oxelte• 

rcont, an1 tbPn holds eonvt:z-co ttl t.h tht? uns~n apttl ts 

oreund hto or by thtJ cxm:l1no~lon of ODOnse. In cotlnf1ct1on 

t";!:th U.o SDcrlft.eoa he r('leorded •on oll nee~GSOJ"V oecaslons, 

coots. f0\1lo and other animals arc; off~red to tb~ gortn, but 

lt ln al~..aya aaolll':U'Jd thot 'ttte lat.tor t".ill be contended \?ith 

tho blocd emi entail!'i - t..'w floab In divided rocnnst ttw sac•· 

rf.ficca om:l hlo frtomst ·aw p7'f\sl.ilng scothsoyor \a!lually 

getting the lion•~ ahare~.36 

From this boebgr~nm1 of bollofs r~ogos has a ~lng 

prDcUc:o • o&th ta!d.n"3 • t"~~tc:h ~1as thef flnal raoans of eettllbJ 

disputes end othr-r t\&-trn1nal offeneos. Though tho details of 

cothods VI'#Y fron ple~en to plor.ft• ~ elatm of oM plo~1ng 

not gull ty lo vnuchf'ld by toklnry ooth ln tho nn.~r of oplrl ta 

r.!ho dlUld puntnh t.l'tn ot"eut-od ttl th t'!!~ eonnet u"netts ln case 

of flnso etotcGf.'nt. ~ oa'th taltr-n by a porty usually ends 

o dtnex•te as tho o~.hc>r tk-~~"~V• t:Ot'Jr>Vl"r, rnasorwbte ttteu ~vl• , 
dttncc of occuoat!on o:sr dotrrwn f!l.ay b(lt, \caves th~ jud(J~n't 

••• ••••••• ....,.......,. .... ,.UJ •••.,.=• r• lt"SI• 

• 



to tho fa to th.e other party swears u!)On. A C?!T"An oath 

es ntronslated by Huttcm36 runs as followsa •u % lle ln 

t-.tlat. t notJ nay, thon brtwtxt heOVE?n and ea!"th1 . let me not 

(jt'OW llke oth~r cxen, but let m bc·ecoc;. os ruln, as a burtlt­

out flre, os rot.tod twtno 1 • AttochmN\t of value and S('J:lous­

neso af oath• howovr>r 1 varlfl& from t.wlbe w tribe. 

Lito rn.eny o't.her pre•llto•trto noelotlos tlauas a:e 

hmt.~n fOJ" ttwir procttca of hnod hunting mlch t'JOO aleo os~ 

et.atod wlt.h the taking of hands, foet 1 cars, etc. 1 of pcopla 

om could &.by on tftlphS.es of ttJar. tJerrlora for thou social 

rccogn1t1on often venture out ind1v!duolly and hunt fOJ' htmds 

anti p such an oxpodttlon an omtlunh was rl(Jhtly con$1dered e 

fob' rilo. Such ect ttrJ.ng Gf>l'1ous olelc-ceonomtc consec~ur-rn.een 

in p:Oraonal and lnt<'r.....vlllogc rolc:rtluns. tlOWll'tht'>l(}nSt l t ls 

also found that tbt' ane13y \'JGS not lnvaxlably ltllt~. Oy 

t~stern ncngno cuctan37 if a oan collcd out 'futheJ:1 to e 

man Dimlng o Gpct« at hlo the £>l)."'"'al" tsas not thr0\:1Jl end the 

men•~ •1ft! oproau. Such variant olwrnntlvo arc found anonu 
o'thear tl"tbos too. 

f!en tntondln.,"J to go on a l"alcl tco•p thcnnoolvos c:hoetc 

lost he should weaken himself • end mleht not cotc:h up pigs 

........ I I FW*••• • ., I J lt·tiA:MJII $ .,_ I W . ill I n• 

36 Hutton, J.H. (1921), OR. ,,j;, P• 82 

3'1 t'lllls• J.P., (1937}, Qa ~iS· P• lfl? 
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am fowls• lest ho boeomo confus~d end rushnd wl'tlly about a& 

t.boy do. t'lllle husoonds ~n tt;ltrv tltf'·ll" w!V!"G could not 

npln or thr-lr ~n Jm:mlrl trlp over cr~epors, ond hnd to remain 

ehoete or thfly \10Uld be kllled or t:aunded. 

Jmad 1\Uf'l'ttng ~od ito ~ot:lol ltmlleotioftS. f.Wn t'lhO 

h:;1d hnadn to "'hotr ~ed! t en3ol@d cel'teln social atatus. 

Thoso tmntora t-.'0'8 cflrtatn c:lothN> and decorntlom ln thoil' 

zoegslto. The npcetal elothvr-· Wf?l"O eons1{~ered a manly m."lrl~ 

orldlntJ dlgnl~y to ono•s personality and honour an~ CY&-\tote 

a man'& status \1hi«lh boor influence 1n declnion makinga of 

~lr comounlty. Such lnflunnee was uradcd by tM nut!lbel' 

of hoada he eo11C'eted. Br-ing oble to ta~o heads also t1at& 

an f..mpol'ttlnt C~Usltf lc:atlon for a t.Wn ln m.arrlaee. Young 

warriors, mo had ta!ton o ~arl hf.>ld a -eot cdvantege OVtt~ 

htn· foll<ms tn ottl'acttno ~ moot beauUful girls of hls 

vlllogc for oal'i'laga. m Indeed, tt Is aatd the~ a youth 

U'ho had no doeorotton o& mnrk of successful \'JaJTtor found 

connldorDble difficulty ln obtaln1ng a wlf~. 

Co11rctlon of hnads serv~d not only os tho ~lory of 

~ or of personal nehl~veMnnt bU~ oleo lt uotn 0 •noul­

forco• mtch is t»Plt."v"'d to ht' lnbe~nt 1n the S!!ull of man. 

By taking a hood frotJ another vlll-1ge it. vms bollcvcd that 

o 00t1 t.nj~ ctton of vi tal ~J er£>att.ve ont~rgy t~"'uld e~ to 

~ ~ssor•o vlllag~ ~en bo brought th~ h~ed home. THlo 

~as bollrvnd valuablP- for human end antmol fertility, tood 
-llfit41.2l & ••••••. L IIIIJ•tt I Iii IIIIAIF U 

38 Unt!er$tondahly thlo is b('cause of security bcslclos 
o~r soclol value&. 



bQJ'Veot on.1 fer tbn hcolth of the village's populace. 11m 

cust.crnr. to dlr.f'O&D hPnde <when altso had ric.;orous l'ltuala 

VD!"Ylm.J from trUm to t.Ttbe. All theco or.;ealo &tlmulote 

a..tn. such as dances, elofJK:s1 an1 ornemrnt.s t"ihf.c:h added to 

tho NOQO CUl~. 

Prom the eboVo discourse on tho Galiant fct1turea of 

tho ~aditlonal Naga not:S.Clty1 we fint1 tbnt thet·o was a sort 

oi Durlthlman occbanlcal nolldority• e solldal"ity of resem­

blance ~th1n tho parameter of th~ vl!lsgo whor~ tho lndl• 

vlduolo •r~ dlffercnUotcd o't'. ttm mlnloum eml !lved as 

etSual$ ee..'l~lcally. pol1ttre11y and aOtttolly. klyalty and 

ottm:hrlN't'4 to t.hc.; eorf)OJ"trtc ~:~lt" • tim vtllogt" e~unlty • 

was elmont obsoluto. Xdentifieotlon of •self' was in teJ't!'IS 

of ~ ti!l~lo mrd dlsont rms contained tJlthln t..'w ecmnunlty. 

thorcforc1 tho trodi.-;~!onsl t~a •n ln 1ntoraet1on with 

othoro hcd alwoyo do~ sa ln hlnshtp patterna clan to elan, 

vill~e to vt.llago, trlbe to tribe. etc. Al! these are mono­

li'thle st!."ucturos l.n rolat!ons. From thls boeft~ouni some 

dwrtZCtcrlntle of tho Naga J)C:!J:'SOnaltty bceomr·s promiftf"nt. 

lhtJ strong fe~Jllno of e~un11ty monlfos~ tn ll f)!"oud 

noturoa Sense of 13man to man., form tho bast.& of tbeb' tntor­

actlon t:1 th othc=rn t:hlch to not.lcr ahl\i tn their t~kn, oanes 
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and fights. They ennolt:Or thrn:lsolvos t.nfcx-io.r to Mne. 1'hls 

to ws.c:ont in th!'U' cffott to prove lt by flohtlnt\ the more 
. 

G!:lVanee cmlturo .... ~.n, t.1anlyr.Jrlu on-J lotcr the British• 

'lb@y aluo hovo a n~onu dcstrc t~ outdo t.! c-lr fell0t'1 men ln 

ooelC~ty. !~y r.:;: ad r~Clotked, 0 A casual obe~rvcr t:ould JYJ'ftl" 

lmagim th~ llr.bJ:~lon for feoe ooo glory tha~ lurks f\Ven t.a 

'th$ ,doy t.n tho N~ bz'ccn t. He ls ~ady to sacrlf lc:c to the 

u~nt tha'i hlo ~alaco noy t1CJ ca .. ina nn~ hts ncoo f'Ol"f'JC)tuatod0 • 39 

Nagao oro a vory susp!ci!'JUS t')SOJ)lo. ihla con ba eoat.ly 

underotcod as tho than prcvatllng soelal ethic ~ovlded oppo­

nito o~t.ltuzlo to ~:rn t-Jtthln th., community and to tttoso 

outot.do. Thun arrv vlni tol" from out.sldn thro f.'or.r.unl 'i.y wl thout 

propOr cradcntlal wan o potentia! ~~. Thls noturc had been 

~lnontl v no·~lr.cd by t::';Oat Orl ~toherr.. Z\'"t)td t:.Tote that tho 

Uogoo ~ro 0 ounplc1oun of thn cld.to con ow; dld not look \"lltil 

favoll!' upon his ln't.:J.'USlon'l'. 4l t1al'y &~an also J:'('leol:ded of tha 

Magas suspie:lon an tho fb'Gt mt.sslond:'v. •nond hiel off •• • . 
' you t;Jill SOOntJ~r OJ" lntol' know tho't this gl"<"·at £118 proocluJJ: 

1n a dtoguiood 01;cnt of ttm Compony (Brttieh r:as~ lrdla ~any) ••• 

Has he not tho st:DO whtto far.e?•.41 The t~aoaa ~Vflr, when 

converted ~ Chrlotant ty !ntcr • beeano strong 8!2voeotca of U\0 

foi:th. 

,,. .......... t•r•.-r•• lftM 1 S a I1J.li .. I & d a• 

41 

Clot:b, t.1~ry !~!'Jad1 (1907) t 6. ~~ <~ zm!lit ftm"rf.een 
Oap'Ustu PtibllnhJ.ng Socl(!t,y• J.; · -e:•f' tlhia, P• 46 

S~rd, v.H.,~jO!U~In t}s.94J., c·onfoE"cneo P!'css, 
Chtc:ono, (19 , P• 

Clark, Uory l~('lad, (1907), Op C&~• '>•· 107 



ttaoas olao aro a cons~ati""' and obstinate people 

ln th0tr a~tltudo tot~ds ehtnDO t~gh ln ~ettieo they 

oro ausceptlbln. 11ler.o cl'tarne~r1nttcs flVon today octo as 

t.~nf.iPlmtmt to noeial f)r()(.!X'eos m43rtv.w by thof.r etrono cmpha• 

sin 1n tzod!tlons. flrttlnu about Anger:lJ,'a strong raslst.ence 

to ooelal and PQll tical che~e Darmon stated that they 

nelung to old \;1£1'10 ,.,lUi a teMclty rcmorlca!lle ~~JVon tor Nagas".42 

U111s sold of a ctJI'lOOn chnraetel"1st1e vt~S.ch all the t~sga 

trJ..bcs hnvt~t "on ebsolutc lnobl!l ty to forcn~o the future•. 43 

t;Jages ate It~ fer thelr warl1kt1 ehDroctoJi. 11U."ou(Jh• 

out tholr hnot...n history thoro hnrl teen P"Ji'pc-tual ~ end . 

vtoloncg. Hutton44 at.lbuttd th:l:cte roasons for t·tar '" rtaga 

soc:!otyo (1) ohorta~ of land oocee&1tatcd forcible onenach• 

oont on ~at mlghbourlno vl!lagoss (it) th£~ prott:'ct!on of 

tredlntJ Interest& an on ot.tcnpt on 'U\C" port of onr village to 

'U-ndo tii.rectly ~.-;tth nnothrr at nom" dS.vtcnc:o has often caused 

\·.~er t1lth en intcrveninf) vlllo9c tht'o\ltjh M11.ch the trade ut1• 

to psus; (lll) the third ceusG lt> t\tlnd hunting. Loutmds hna 

it tho~ the Hn9as orlotnally cad not know hOt<~ to cake ".,• 

but lt~arnt by t;Jatchtng anto raid each othor'n Mnt.n. 45 

tllatover tho r<:oson~ oo I x lnoD!rctton from c:rootures, mrn, 

or -uroo bellof nystem or froo t.hc v~ry n!"Gd of survival with and 
against . 

,.ftetu.t-c, tiY1 Nagas hod beef\• end pcn:·hans .stt.ll are. a fighting 

pcoplo • 
.__.. • u •••••••-••••-- t ••••-•• 11 naa 

42 Dowsona F.s, J1lf'. £t&.r;Jl$" ltwJs.QI (ig;). Gnuhati,(l971) 1p.ll4 
43 .- UlJ.lo, J ... P •• (1037), &a CISt p. 42 

44 Hutton, J.H., (19!"1)• ibf'l. §mal tkUlAfit. Uoc:1tllan, tendon 

45 t:Allla,. J.l .... (1937).- oa w. p. 154 . 
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t'IJ:t tlng obou·t ovr.raga Antjeml f~age Dttilflt satd 8 1» 

is a fi~, athletic f~llor1, brov~ ond \~llkP anrl, among 

t.hecs,lven, on o l'Ult> truthful and hontnt. On tJll'. o~ 

hand, ho to b!oodthb'st.y, tl'caeh«rrous · on1 rr.vongeful to 

an almttst lncrodlblo degree. Thlo• ·bo.tirov~, can tn:areely 

be t"".ramierfld ot dwn, • .. • rc'l('n;;o .< ls) · fx-lnn ~om'rlcend a 

cost holy oet, t~:hf.ch thtty hove been taught ot childhood 

oven to roVC~re an Oftrt of tht" b: i!!O& t oacrc<t ,;ut1e>e8 • tl& 

fm-t.hcr. a~'ded, u~ 'blood feud' of tl\@ uauas t.e ~t. 

tho vondctt{) of tho Corolcnn was, a tiling ovcrln&Ung and 

tlOOt banotil hlor-rocc, tnvolvinn f.n 1 ts J"~.-lentleoc. oot.O:Se 

tho ~utal ourdcro of hclpleee old ~nand vrooon, innocent 

youn3 gil' lc and ehtldt:enc. 46 

Givon tho odd ctzcwstoncoa to Si'ZUtJrJlO for survlval 

tho t~es ore lndustrtous and hlth!y fl'ndowed t'lf.th physt.cal 

~r. Thes(!t t:Tel'e tl'w maf.n %'<"Sources to f!l{'·Gt tbf' stbst&• 

tone('. Hutton notc:>d ~~o men he. wrote 0 ent'rylnfJ hC'cvy 

load they can 1:10Jt31·· for lon9 rllst.ane"• ae miles bf:\ing con­

sidered cs a roesona~l~ m~rch for a aa,a.41 

1hcs~ charec~~tstlcs of the Haga p~~sonaltty had 

gsooat beoS:lft{) in tho lott-r tttms VJhon they ccme tnto eontoc~ 

~4th otitslde clvlllaatJ.ons ond fJ1""'atly df3't,(lm1~d the course 

of ttwlr ooelal, pollt1c:al develoP'!'Jsnt.. 
••11 1 I a a._ .... It t•tr 1 ••••• r g A a•a 

46 But.le!X't J., ln: Vcnlor Elwin (Ed), (1969), Qp C.J.l, p.301 

47 Hutton, J.H., (1921) 1 lla.Ci&L P• 26 
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Prom the o.bovo study we fin1 'Ulot the ilagas "b:adl• 

tlonolly llved ln so~tntrd .am~ tsoln~d vl!laue ~publlcs. 

Thcoo tet:tublt.eo nprcarl out {Z) form thr vibes llnd the tr~s 

c:om> t1 tutrld tho Naga society. t.e also hove lo:;kc-d into 

thotr r.oelol otrueturos are:l sot:lo~. dyrw:ntcn !l!'lieb have 

~OU\lh Ute yoaro s:wolvcd o general personall ty and governed 
.,3 

~o doy~-day ooeial lifo of l ts rt.r:obers. 



-
l!fla • • atlll. u • •. 11 ullla& 



Pis. we taove seen the social structure of the Nqa 

tl'edt. tlonal r;oet.et.y ln tho pneedlng chapteJ' • shall ......, 

deal t.-4 tb the hi&Wlcal back(JJ'Ound • the aoel.ol eue..­
stances that lttd to t.Nt emes-tenco of the ideology. The 

GI'Oa of htst..ory .mtch Ne1•on1 deaftibe as the lntdactlcm 

betwe.n the •client-to-be~' .of tJ\e ~nt erd the 'agent• 

to-be• • and how tho t.tto contzadlct.lftO oplnlons emel'ged eo 

aa to C6UIO a PJ'Of.Z"acted c:ont'l-ontotlon JJet.on the tlaoa 

nat.lonalbta and ttm Go\lfJ~ment of India. 

' 

lll:iat&lald. .IlDlA .......... .lla8dlll .llldlaat 

In the study of the ..-a-colonta• sitWJUon of thst 

Natee and thttb' au.r.I'OUI'Iitng aJ'eas one e•nmt help but Ull 

the t.oo1 of dlchotomlslno tho people tnto 1!111...8181& 4JIAd 

ltAJIXrs DJsmJI•1 the val lay IJM'p}.t, corw~t tuted of the 

Bangall• and the Attams ln the southel'n and nol'thQn baalns 

of ~ rlve~ D~ehmaputra, J:Cspecttvely, and the BUIIDIM 1.1\ 

the ll'.r--'Y plalnst and thtt hill people Wft kJ101;,11J by va­

rious .-.a .. N.ogas, K.achtns, Chins, A:rokant"ses, KDHns, 

~ Garos. etc • 

..... 11.,11' ltWII ...... I ...... JilW I ....... ... 
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hcaun of ttw pogl'aphloal and eco1ogtce1 sltua­

Uon tho ht.sto~Y of eoct.o-oconnrnlc dcMJlopment of the tM» 

poops of people dlffeJ~ed I.JDenMly. 'I'M valley people 

dttvelopad e ,olattvaly atabl• elvl11,;att.on am corw:tmt.ra• 

tt.on of populotlon l.n u., rt~ a11uvta1 toll of the rt.wa­

bod& ml~ the hill ~ple enjo\'f!d a •ape standard of 

llvtng auetalned by enid• methods of eulttvatlon on unfa-

along the htlla. 

The most. dlstlnetlve cultural dlfforence the val:Wy 

peOple had, apart fl'om flCOnctnlt steblJ.tty, was thetz edhe• 

nnc:a to cer'taln fu-evolved J:ellgloJW .. Budhlsm ln B\11:11$ 

and Hinduism ln Indte. To them their relf.rJt.on and clYill• 

1at1.cm WOJ'tJ synonymous and thorofare, look upon the hill 

poopltJ by the way 1;.hey adopt to those nllglons. And hence 

the wlbal atond~ was looked down upon. 

In the economl~ lnte•aetlon the 11 ttle thot. the hill• 

men f)'Nduced for vade • -ehlllles, cotton, dcnesttc anlmels, 

and fowls, fOI'ost goodaa bee wax, l't.JlJbc;r fluld, mettlcal 

hd'bs. and dyes of v~trlous eolours • wen tutenct at ~~­

••Y Jd'ie.ft wl th far:. tory aftd mlll yn:oducts 1111\en bJ'Ot."(Jht. te 

tho plaSM. 1hus the valley peoples wre e •bully' end en 

eaploStetlve tnUJ> to tho hill JX'Ople an:t the 1ot.tu an 

appreh.IU1!>lve g.t'OUI' al\:.'a}'$ ou\ to dafend t.hftlselvea f¥ca 

mat eeem to ~~tten thell' extstenco. thls •neldty •• 



dllftonewatad by the hlU l*'Pl• t.n the fashion of tribal 

ftftQ9nt:e by raiding and lootlnc.J thf'lr unfriendly nelghboun 

•teh lnevltably provoked punlt1v«~ l'e:i&ttons fr• the 

valley people. 

though tb"re wen also times of eonelllatlon and 

eo"lal l'dat.lons between the hill people and the pldJwmen 

suth as tho Maga and Ahtlns,3 the hlatosy of tbr two gtoupa 

•ro genoJ'ally of ..-tty. An cucpe!."lenco of· •• dlametJ:lea11y 

oppOsed mode of eubal.e tence associated w1 th two typea of 

wn.-un • ••. a eonUraJI.no psttel'n of lnwreetlon betMr•n 

two klnda of ecology• u.o dlstlnct patten of ktnshlp .,.,... 

nlzation, and u oets of ecoftDihlc ln..._...te• • 4 Conaet~•ntly• 
thfte novel' \"JP letting eordlal or h8'11)0nlous lnte~ocucm. 

Thla had tJ'Oat bot!rlng eapoclally on the Nagas in tiM! deve• 

lopelflnt. of a p:rlmorif.al sentt.m.n't of being e different 

paople and a xenophobic ..,..,., •• 

.... f1I • I 7 f II . • ...... 11, ... l .... E ... U I 

8 ••• Mls:ra Udayon, •n.e tt~a Na'tlonal ~stton"1, ln1 
iSiiJI!ll&G. 1'11 ea&U&sa& ••~· AP1"11 a, 1918, p.6l8 

4 !.each, E .R. 1 ( 1973) t SJa GIS 



B.:ittsh •pin l"f!ached the Nate hllls. 1bey came to the 

&ftte on punt.ttvo oapedlt.lcmn fos- h Nagas•. eonaten\ •at.ds 

to Alnam plains when ~- colonial tea gardens floul'lahtd. 

tho fb'&'t encoul'l'tQ waa ln 1832, .twn Captain Jenkin end 

his men a:ossed the AratttDt. tonS tor¥ 1llll1e ntuml.ng '*­
flaftlpuat valley to AS••• 

At fbat. the Brl \ISh vted to lnttmldete the An9tml 

tl'lbeaon and, t.herefOS"tJ, otheJt expedltl_on fol'ces wn 
sent but the •tbesmen'e ralda could not be stopped. Then• 

fOJ"e, ln 1847 to 18!50, th~ colonial gcwer~:~nent eatabllsbtd 

thfte ou~ts tn tlw hl11s ·- s..-ulUng, ~1oamah ard 

Kllortm!la. 

The adVmn~ of the Bxlttsh furthend the develo.-.nt. 

of the l.ngroup f~llng of thf' Naga ~ople. ttten k.lt.lsh 

force defeated tho Naga re•l•t.ance 't:he~· xenophoblc __..,. •• 

tnt.enstft.ed. A folk aong composed et thb time QOHt 

.............. , ••••• I lta·l 1.11¢ •• J ....... 
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Jn thla • find a cltt.- deucott.on of •n lft11"0up 

•••• •us•, •ourland• and an outgHupa tyout, •mt.gh}Jours•. 

Such ox~esston ~re the expreastons of a polltlcal dive• 

lop'Aent taklne placo td.ibln the Isolated •octety 1n the 

ewnt of flncountl!rlng paof'le tram O'{ltSlde thell' group. 

The coming of the B~:ltlsh t.o NaQa billa wat pUI"ely 

of ocoi'IO!btc: lntes-est aiW alnce the expensive expedtUcms 

and areatt.on of outpost~ wre of no profit excepting the 

eontro1 of rat.ds they follenMd a t't!On-lntede:rance polt.~y. 6 

this ,-oftt-orlenwd pollcy ts ~vldent ln lor.d Dalhousie '• 

mt.nutos, •r dlst;&nt entirely fi'Om the polley _,lch Is 

rec~rtdtid of tttat ts callod obtalnf.nc) a eonttol, tho\ Ss 

to eay. of taklno posMsslon of these hllls end of estab-
. .· 

ltstd.ng our aovonS.gnty OVl'r their savege S.nhabl tents. OU. 

possesst.on ecula brlft{1 no profit to us and t":Vult1 be as 

eostly to us at t t. tm~l(~ be unr:n:o..'iuc:tlft•. 7 

1he non--tntftfuence .,o1tcy pxwalled fu samatt. 

but CJVen so h Nagas dt.d not ZO@fJ"sln ,.._ raldt.ng \he plalnt .. 

1"tlt'l'&fWfl, the B~l Ush admtnla wntor& took to ll'JOJ'G SMJVS• 

alVf! f'Ollcy. In 186?, the Coi'Jr.:Jlstd~ortel' of Astlca r~ported, 

•tt t.s nat eredlt$blb to OUI" g~~nt that such attncltles 

.....,ttrnllill!•••••-•••c•r••••••,•••• ••• ...._ •• 

6 1hle palley was rec~ncled by Captain Outler • Pu 
Detat.1 l'~oom; of the policy •~•• Alernch1ba, PA •• 
irt'i'!u¥L~:':e! ~ AI Lilllflllll!t Koblma, 1910t 

1 Elwln, v •• (Ed.), .(19&9), Qa cu, P• 162 



thould _.._. annvally w1 th unvarying eertaln\y and the\ w 

should bo ~rleas ollke to protect our subject. or to 

puniSh the oggresflOW$ •••• The non-tnteJferPnte policy l• 

excoll<mt in theory, but. r10Wl"t1Mmt 'will probably be t.nellned 

to think that l t must be abandonect-. 8 Glwn thla &ltuaUon 

'the BJ:'ltlsh occupied t~hllna on ~I' 4 1 1878.9 thla wa 

tt.Joong.ly opposed by tho Nagas ami a good number of battles 

folJ.OWd. BO%PU3art ce:artmnted, •euluslve ln •PII'lt, tnda• 
pendent ln beclno the valiant Mat,! eould not tolftl'att lnt.C!I'• 

fel'ence J.n tholl' tnw•nal affairs and eneroaeteent on thftu 
primordial rtgbtsD •10 The Nat•• even lald aleue of v.hllla 

fOI' •.l8ian days ln 1119. U But the S~J'lU' J'lOWQ' !*flYallttd 

and oonce tho colont.al I'U1 •• 

wttn tho aeatlon of Bl'lttsh ata.t.nlaU'atlon at Kebf.ma 

tho Nagas few tho flnt. tima had to aecept en albn f)OWel' as 

the 1r ruler right t.n the mldat of t:h~u ~ITl tol'y •12 But the 

Brl..t.lsh wlabcd least cost of admlnt.stzatlon and, tbenfon, 

took c~ not to dlstUI'b the V:lbal pattel'n of vtlloge d...,_ 

CJ~at:Y tlby aeknot<llffdgtnJ the right of thP trlbal eo\tftetl ea the 

sole autho!'lty to 9a1 wl:th Mega affatn•,13 PftiDUlgated tM 

8 

9 

lO 

11 

12 

13 

ttuoted ln Yonuo Aaoso1 (191~). Q1 ,,,., p.:G? 

Por de~al1t of. the cr~atlon of Naga 11111s Dlatrlc,, •••• 
BarpuJcl1 S .K. •Fona~lon of the Nata Hilla Dlstl's.c1a A 
HonAJ. . ~ tho H&.•. to~ of Brt.t.t..ah-&aa Relotl.oont', trn IASIIIAI ....... vol.IX. No.2, Septl!d:»er 1974, l<oblma, p.& 

Aid 
Je&DGs Jotmatoftrl• su., Hlf:ffJf,•lld Bf~Uil111 VJ.vek 
Publishing House, IlelhS., , p. 

Mtara Ydayon, ( 1978) • Ga f &1-• p.6 

.Jdd 
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lnrld U.ne Regulation Ac' In 1873• wntch prtbl.blted the non­

Nata& fnm enterlng tJage Hille l»yo~ certeln llM 1atd dOWl 

m 'U\0\Jt prlu .-mt&&ton fnm the Dtputy C!otmtlasior»r of ·the 

Nata Htllst dlvlded the ttqa areas into .varloWJ unlta and 

placod thnm in ttw control of df.ff(}nnt admints ~otlve head• 

cav•ten • mae contiguous to A.SseDJ •re ceded to Allall ad­

mintsq.atlont eouthem ttagas were placed under r.'lanl.pu:r Ktng, 

the cenvol trlb~a adml.nlstel'&d withe he-a&.uerter at J(Obt.ma, 

and o~ trlbes tlfho wep Gf no 't.I\J'ao't to colonlel lnt.liftst 

v,...e lef't a •unadmt.nlsured•. AI undentall\lctblfft ~ Brttlsh 

took up no pro-am:we fot" the developaent of· tho Nagas. l'hua-, 

the OrtUah rule hopt itself least. oec~~pled eacept fe sup­

J'*'OS&lon of the few instances. of rc:NOlt antl intol'nteirw w..­
f.e. 

Along with \he colonial pow&l' e.., the lifJUlcan Baptist 

r:i!sslona:rles dlo conveJ't&d thG t~agas lnto Chs-lstiard.ty and ••· 

tebllshed thP. lnst.S.tuUon of t.M ~h. In~ procaat of 

f*!JSolytisat.S.on they wansulbed Nap dl_alec~ tnt.o ROIUI 

&C&"lpt and t.h&reby brought . abou" the 1n&tl. t.utton of tt. school 

4ftd lts fotmal e!ducatton ayatera. 'lbeae lnstS.tutlons tt:ana• 

cended the closed v111o;e boundarte&. lessened lnter-vl11age 
· confltct and lnv~ tM t~aeas to ,..., ways of llfo. How­

evez-. •the usefulness of thls (rnlsatoftd'Y) edueotlon was llmtted 



·to 1 ta ver, content and ~· • • • the vocational sclentl• 

f:lc and ted'tnologleel fllemonts t.Mft umer-emphaslaf'fl. 14 tt 
wa confined to the nood of the ChJ!lstlan fal tb. 

~less. the tn~uctlon of 1lte .. acy •m con­

w,.slcn of Nagas to Chrt.stlanlty had far reaeh1ng influence 

on 'Uul t~aga urtbeamen. tthatawr.., tho content,,· the education 

!mpel't.ed tl'emendc:nasly widened the Naga •· wor-ld vtew end 98ft 

them wldel" avel'ltma of mdol'nlzatton. Bgpu3arl \IC'ote u %1 

the Chrlttlan miaslo~rle& ~ul~ not have come f~ to 

shouldea- the nspOnslblltty of educotl.ng the Mega& dWS.ng 

the lest Ct>nta,t, tho Pl'Ggre&tl of r~ga education mlch ... 

akeady slow would hew been sl~l' stl11° •15 

. By tbe tum of the 201;h centwy, the Brt.tlsh had cont­

rolled the Mage r:evo1ts. their •t of admlnlstert.ng justice 

"through a centl"allMd and ttl'uctund ~nlsat.lon f.mpresaed 

thtl people and •voted hlgh IJ'PI'8Ct.eUon fOI' laaaenlft9t Sf not 
&topping tOO once devastating praeUr.e of headhun\tng and 

violent lntel'*¥lllage feuds. 1'tlus the Bd\l&h authortt.y wat 

-..•••r 
14 

15 

·d aftlnn •· ... , •• , u .,. .... , 1 t• anr ,._ 

Lultbul Bls Dutt, •A Short Dtacunslon on f.dueottcrn-, 
ll\l, Ueu XRdli.A Btl.\r-1$12Jtt New Wlht, 1981 

BepuJ.art, s.t~!f •Naga Eoucatlon ln the NlMtMnth. 
een~f). lnt DISb&aDPI• vo1.1. No.1, Marm 1913, 
Koblma1 P• 3l 
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to a gl'eat extent lagl tmlsed ln their pttJ:Cei)tion. Secondly,. 

tho llfestylo of the ~istlan mls&to~l•• nnd the British 

adtnt.nlstl'aton tAm s~d rto ebhorence to Naga way of doMS• 

tic lifo and th&il' C.~ffortl to educate them lmpt"f'ttsed tM 

tlegaa so r.tach as to ~lp tho •Naeas to forgive and fOI'gttt the 

· pnst end DCCCpt 'thtf mi 'tcman a& hls ktn-•1.6 

the I'IPJ)OJ't that the ml te men bad marle enabled t'­
to J:OCI'ult not !oso than 5a0C0 tlogo for lal'Otlr COJ'pS to 

Pr:onc;e during b tmld tva !. Ttd.a COZ'P lneluded Nagai: W.O 

•re atlo to e~ehPnd lnwmatlonal ettuat.lons. 'fha. gi'OUP­

lngn of Uagas fi'Om d!ffm:ent tz~a tnto tho cozop brougt thtt 

memh~n closes- to oath oth~, mlln tn foreign land. !t. 
0 font.ol"cd mutual love, seJVlce and sttnse of polltf.cal unity 

t-4\ieh montfoctcd tts~lf ln tb&U" l'ttSolutlon tbot on fttum to 

th()lr land tht1Y t10uld ~m.-k for fl'lendahtp and tnl ty .ono 
themsa1vos•.17 11l.t'tlr expc .. lt:tnce and comttm£nt for unity 

brought obout the ti&A fllal on thtt!r ntum .ot Kohlma and 

~Akoktlumo in 1919.: These club& provided poll tical plaUcmas 

and dlseusaton forums for elders of varlous tr1bes, uove~ 

cmnt £mp1oyoos and the edueowd ellUt. Pel'haps tt lts t.hla 

&pb"f.t of bfllng a Nnga ond the de•tro to propogate lt that 

made up tho thruntS.ng fcree of Pvents to come. Tht? nturn 

8f the labour corp also added to tf\(1 growtng market «'CO..., 

because of the conslr'erabl~ nmount. of money brought hctle at 

thou eemtng., 
Wlll- t; ltJ•Y , U I. •••JaWP • U .lllll-

AnandJ V .ft. ~~~~~' ,...a&atll, Vlkas Publlshus, 
(1981.·t: New t P• 

17 Yonuo Moao, ( 1974), Q1 fj&,s, PP•· 125-6 
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1'be ttaoa Clubs fc the flnt time vted tt; ugantse 

all Naga oplnlon. and thus by 1929. -.n the Sfaon COI8lttlon 

canm to Kobima ttae club submitted a memorandtlb staUng theu 

detnard to be excluded f.roa the puJVlCJW of efff eoretltut.tonal 

chCRQea in BrS:ttsh-tndla and that m.n they (BJ:lttsh) uo fnat 

h lndlan aubwconUnent, the t~gp should bo left as they 

•~e • .l.e Tho mctooJ"andt.a detoanded ndec:uate eafc()Ual'ds fnll 

any CJOSalbln rulo by tho plot.nsmon by otottnc ~e t~as' 

rlifforenco t1ltb them (plainsman) hlstorleally• othnlcally. 

culturally and polt,tcally, and,. 't.iwl'tlfora, thttll' desire for 

rlgh't to self-det.l'ml.nstlon.1' lftlla wa1l th,., flnt written 

.(lxPJ:eSSion of tbn t~aga connetousnnas as a nntlonal entity. 

Gundenla wrote • •thtn v.res no doubt rr.otlvatfld 1 n part by •n 

lfth~ront and fle1tt0 f'J!"Ida amonoat the Nagn to protect t.l'teb' 

land. thelr for~&ts &nt"l theb' way of life from tntelf~trebO• 

by mo:re sophll\tt.eaU.d peopln of the plainn and overall explot.• 

tatlon by an &JI'Pand1ng f!conomy whlch was !8.11 allen to 1:hel". 20 

1be Commtseton en tholr return to LDndon made re~ndatlon 

on tho Nagas opinldn1 but nothing atbstantlo1 eame aboUt. •xc•pt 

\'lct?n the G~J'rlml;nt of tndSa Act of 1935 WDG posst;d the Nata 
Hills wn:rg placed as •ext luded aroas• and not •backtml'd wact-21 

as tt was known ear1le~. 

19 

By U\ls the Ragas meant that tlmy WJle independent p:rt.or 
t.o 8rltl8b Ctll11_'19 and Should, the.nfore, ~ left lndepen­
dent t'4\en 1'.ltey lAave the subContinent., 
Po.r details of tM mtmJOrandtJD• see, YonuouAsoso.L. (1974). 
Qn C.At., p.130-33. Also f.n AlNU:hlbe, M (1970)•Wir S:&Stp,l63 

Gundevta, (1.915), "flad. gm. &a lflli&al.ld. Plalt e. Plalt 
Putllls~n, r~ Dii , p.. · 

Yonuo Asoso. (1 CJ74) • SJR S:U. P• 134 



a rrJII.aa ... a . ..a .. u:n .aun• 

1ft the World Wer Jl, southu-n ,_, of Naga tenlto• 

l'l•• •n batu~ fteld& bott-»en the Japanaae and the Allied 

fonea. The wa took months to~t.bo wl th the flflfte Ulb'­

't.een day battle (April 4 to 1?1 19M), fought at Kobtlla 

townsbtp mer-king the end of the t.l>Jrld tJ• ln 'the eaatun 

neew. c.e. tueea, Pblllt.ps described the str,etegte s__. 

Uni'!e of the battle a IIKoblma was to Bunte M\et Stall...._ad 

"~•• to Runsla and A~ In to 'tM ••••t• .a 

The Nagaa partlctpated ln the war as sold!.,_, lntel• 

ll.genco offlCili'St tnformero, poriUs1 etc. 1 fOJ' the A11lttd 
:· . .,. ... 

fcwcn wlth the ho~ of fl'eedaa sftd' the ••• ~-..- ~ And thll 

contl'Sbutton hot ~en c&-edlted as an lllpol-tant. f aew in 

dcfentng JapeMse forc.s. Field Mal'ahall Slw William Slim 

atated the\ "Tho oellant. Nagas tflontt loyalty,. ewn ln the 

most depx"osslng tlmc>a of tho l.nveslon had ftf''Vttr foltu'ed •••• 

r~ny 4 8J:l thh end lndlan loldlen --· hS.a ltfe to the 

naked, he4Jdlwnting Naga•. as On ~ ottte• atde of the battle • 

A.z. Phtao and hls bJ:othGI' Kenlyolt~ wwe flgh.tlng elong 

w1 th Subhdh Chandra Bose fOJ> the JIJl.)8ftMe adVance.- AccoJ'd• 

tng to Phlao, th~ Jel'JinP*" had proastsed. to recognize Nagol and 

a an Independent sovereign state tf they.,... the ••• 24 
M ·.. Rl WliJ. 1--IPII bllS .......... f t I 11' •• ... .. 

22 
23 



Q? uu 

The World War Il had davastatlng as well as far rea• 

chlng effect on the Nagas. Many villages were burnt down 

and many homeless, added with the heavy influx of refugeet 

from the Burmese &ide. Pn the other hand the Nagas Witnessed 

men fS'Qin different nationalities a~ nation-states fighting 

eac:h other for their national interests. This furthel"ed . l . 

their aspiration for self-determlnatlon·and the deiftre to 

have a·polt.tlcal identity. Though this war the Nagas also 

exPerienced the use of sophisticated weapons and system of 

organisttd warfare. Asoso, described the post-world Ws s1• 

tuat.lon of the Nagas as •they (Nagas) began to conc:etve tllem• 

selves as part of ~-j: large¥" world whteh until then been hgar­

ded as ~thing allen and separate and with the affatr of 

which they·had llt.tle eonceJ'ft'l. 2~ ntese experiences of th• 

war later sparkP.d off the idea to give an organised st:ruggl• 

for a nation-state. 

Besides the exp•~lences of the war ln their own horae• 

land tho Naga& alao had come to know of the nationalist move• 

menta against; colonJ,al powe:ra in Afro-~ian countries and• 

therefore 1 poll tical ideas permeated to all sections of the 

society w1 th greate:r momentum~ Describing the genet:al atmos• 

pbere, T. Sakhrle wrote •people beeame suddenly restlve wlth 

the existing &tete of affairs.: There was social unrest, 

political unrest. economic unres~ Everywhere, there were 

25 Yonuo Asoso', (1974)• gq Clt, p. 149 
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ales of bette"• bigger anrl nobl•r things ••• the clans 

tllleh use to taphulaa theu dlff~ncllt hDswned to patch 

't.hem up and fOJ'pd un!t.y. 'lbe clash of impel'lallttlo lnte­

nata~ glven bb'th to the new ua • full of oppm:otunlt.tes 

am hopes fe e 9,lc*loua fut.unw.21 

In the ocly pal't of the 20th C\ffttur,, alol\9 with the 

fOl'IJWtton of tho t~ga Clt.t.J 1 ln 1910, ~ tl't.t.s btgan to 

fo~.t~ e .... lbal COMCile for the •lfan of thab' respeotlw 

COMJNnt.Ues and by 194&, •at of tho fl}aga tl'ltma had thek 

counclla. Xn OJ:'de:r to unite the tJa~a• in the Wlk of ncon­

stwctlon efteJ~ the war and to foster the •lfan and eoclel 

a&pil'atlon of the ttagaa. Sll' Cltarln Paw•Y• then De,ut.y 

Commla&tonel' of Kohlma br'ough\ togethd' the va~loua •• 

tl'lbal counct.1e to foa th& Haga Hllls Dlttrlct Council (tHYIC) 

ln 1M.,. It "celved offtctal !)atronage aG a unifying 

end IJJ){lcJ"ot.lng lnfl\ienee.29 But 1'ho confconce of thle tHl1C 

held a' tiokha on FtbrunJY 2, 1946, changed the Council tnto 
ttaga ~Uonal C.ouneU. lt had 29 raemben ~"•~•s.,ntlng va­

rious trlboa on the p:rlnelple of pro,.,ntonal •ept'esenteUon 

Sn lt.t lncepUon. 3P 1hus tJagaa c,._, ...me.- a single J'Oll'tlcel 

organtuUon ftJr the fln't ttJae• 
..... 1 WH dl I F$ Wl.l tldiWIII II J.ll.i&W Ill r&i .t II 

27 
28 

Quated t.n1 Bl..S.n, v •• (1961), Qlu GISi• P•12 
"1'hhJ OJ:'lglnal objcettvea werft local autoncmy for: 'the tJag.a 
Hl!ls and 't.he tzatnlng of ~ PfJOJ)le tn the an of self• 
govt~Z'I'Clent. s~e, sw~cny, P.D,iJ!ulaDd .. I'Astl!IIJII (1967) 
Bombay, P• 66 
Blwlnt v •• (1961), Slit &&:t.. p.51 
Al~hfha, M. • Q1 cu. p.l61 
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the formation .of t~ marked the emo~oence of leoal 
and formal oruenlsatlon ln modem ard \81lvena1 tEilllS and 

at tt. s.- UmP. the ble ... of ts-adttlonal polity and modem 

tcch.nlquo. 'Na;a natlonallsm did not ~ow. at. i'.l'm eJCpeme 

of tH~1 &Vur:ture of Yl!lllgtt odrltniatzat.lon but vlriually 

on lt'. 31 t1tt.1e the reP"sentot.twa of the affiliated 

tl'lbb 1.& sent on the bu&t.a of tho parti.culOI' i:zlbes polltl• 
/ 

cal ayat.em. the mte'.bera that fcm the council t-itJrked on t..he 

basto of constituted system ~i declnlon on a majulty bf 
voting. 

1'hrt constitution of the tee eonteWd ·foe Anlelea• 

Pl.weUy, lt deala with jurlldlc~lon M\lch t.nclude ell ffflta 

VIJMtS I'OPJ'OHntttd in the Council. Secondly, OR membehhi?• 

All tlm)a t:rlbel are ~llglbltt for tM?mberahlp to be pJ'Oes&ald 

thJ.toU(lh a fomal JM!'lUon fo't afflllatt.on. 1hbd1y, on the .. 
council. It e~l'a'bts tho eontll ttona fe I'Of)l'e&Onf.:;aUvea 

mo shall &e!'Yn for a ten~ of three jenn enJ bit eligible fol' 

neleeUon., A repr.-,sontatlve ls elected froa the tdbel 

counctl and een a. ....,..d fi'Ofl) offlctt on bel.no cowlct.od ln 

any e~ of law or f• aerlous 11!19leet of duty, by a wte 

of not loss than ~Ud of the cotmtll after ti'Mt ~ 
' 

conc<:J'ft(id ht~s bren given full oppos.ttunlty he• the da.,.• 
against hta and to def.,nd hla~e lf ~fon the coune11. Atf4 

fCUI'thly, the Constltutlon detalll the pawen. end dutt.ea of 

' 3l MIRa, Udayon •• (1970), Sll GISt P• 1954 



tJHt dlffel'en\ funouc.,.ics tn the Council. 32 thla IMI.ked 

'tM modenlaatltrn of ,oll.tlcal syateart awJ the dtvlal.cm of 

labour.wlth the organtsetlon. 

tho K funcUonod on the fne aentce volunte...S 

by ·su wonors and t.ts :resources c.- ft'oa the convlbutlon 

of ever.y t~CJa f amtly. made both ln cash and ln fd.nd~ It 11ade 

evetybody have a· aense of part.lclpatton. And fo-, coununl• 

cn~lon a monthly joumal called tlAGA &.HID was published 

as tho organ of the t<~C, Besides these, the t.mgas •wonuly 

unchallenged loyalty to thetl community helped the solldadty. 

¥4tt~ft 'Wadi ttona1 np1."esentat1on waa made l.n t.l\e eounctl fWI'Y 

Haga was t'f-_:::7•;5J taken fu ql'antfld to be a loyal ~• of the· 

counell and 'Vlw l ta authul t.v legttbtate owr them. 

As thD J.ndepcmdonce of lndla and Bunta becauJe bll1.nent 

.ln the pos~ld Wei' lltuatlon and 1:h.fl Naga nattonali.Sil ~tn 

Robert Reid ~n OCWei'IIOr of Ass• CJ8V8· SVftl!Jet.hatlc tonlictel'a• 

tlon to t.hrt r~egas polf;tlcol t;uns\ and suggeeted a CftJWrl Colony 

or ~ Trust Tttftltey c:tlfaprls1no of h Naga Hills, tM •• 

bountl by th~ No»'th Eat f'l-onU.o Agency, tN Chl'ttagong vact 
of 2ot B"ngal end the Mega areas ln the North weat of Buxma. 
!Iii ••. IJJI II ••if•• •••••••wu •••····· ··p .l-



In bla eonftdentiol ro*'JO!'t he v~ote •\1o hGV(1 no right to 

o110t<t tb!s ~ot bofiy of non-lndtan enwt.ste and CbrletlDns 

to be drawn into '\:.tlfl otrwgltt bcttseen tU.ftf.!us an:l Mua!!mn. 33 

· Ttd.s prepoool v.tcs Slt~rt.cd by oth~n !tte Or J.H liutton1 

~lasiont"r for the Nags Ht.t ts, tJ.!·• Perry, SUpertnvnfl~nt 

of the LtJt>hal Jostlls ervJ J.P t:tllo, Arlvteor to the Assnm 

Governor of Tr1bel Affair&. Sir RcglMlf., tou,lam, Brlttsh 

Constt.tuttonnl ox!X'rt, nlso p!'Opoeed tn 1946 a nlbtlar plan. 

Out etten t.ho tee c:me to f:mm obout thrr eehr-o~ l t vr:tvmr-ntly 

opposod. To the Nir. dlren i'J\e Ol'lttsh c1utt Indio !t must. oleo 

t'tult Naga C·tllln for good. Irrlt.an netlenol t.ormroos also 

opposml tho t.deo oncl the •uooos proved on n trent') as any 

Cofttll"ostmten tn t.nolot!ng that the Brlt1Gh ou~~ ~oc. 34 

An tho eolon!ol rule uos c0fl1~ to nn Pnd in tb~ post• 

t!or-ld tJor II, c:vonts \·;n!.'o movi.nu fast. 'fl'w. hill people tn 

botN~on thr ~ valleys of Ot·Ghmaput.ro ant* :b:Tawady rivers 

bPcc.o l"Qt:rtlv~. . At Coleutta, st.uJent lf\od(l>t& femed a 

Zntlo.Oumo Mv~mcnt. Its eim woe 0 i>..O unt·;e lnto ono unit. 

all the ptJT.ts ~..t'i' !Dnd lylftfJ alon~ tho bort'{')r of i'ndla and 

Durrna antl o~.:Jl()r G\tjoef'nt areas, \1ll!.ch ore tfthabi ted by e1rnl• 

lor hind of pr;oplfr' em:l th.nt t.~c- futuro &twtu~ of Indo...Ourmo 

~u~ fcrr.MJ t:411 be dccldcd by o r~0ac:nt:r:Jt1V(t body of 

the pottplr"C • 35 
.... II 1•11; .. , •• ,,... 1 Faa U.~11l ..... I Jlo; 

33 Cuotod !n Yonuo Asoso. 1974, QQ. ''t• t:t• 139 

34 5lw1n, v., 1961, gg tJ.t,., p. 52 

36 Yonuo r..ooso. 1974• QR fll• p. 165 
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On 'tM Buras• fi'OnUf!JI the Chin end Kechlns .n ala• 

admlnl&tetod by tho Ba-lttsh through aft tndi.rec\ policy• though 

they fall wtt.htn the bouhdal•• of SagoSng end Mandalay dl.vl• 

slons. tn these ••• •the tribal chlria u dJIII ••• lef\ 

lft control as long • ti\Gb edmlnlswaUon wn f auly ctlllfPI• 

tftn<& ond just•. 36 The lest populated .:.nlons be'bleen the 

t\c wn celled baekl':ard arc,aa. Thta t.nc:ludcrl tho Nagas and 

the ra. Undtlt:' t.M set· of 1985t the pnM.nce of Btemc end 

India~ aepareted. And os Bunaa ·was preparing for lftd8• 

pPndence under 'tlle ba'fln~Jr of Anti.-Fectst People•a hcedoa 

LotlgUQ, there wa~ feb'ly atl'ong t!Xpectatlon ln Brttf.&h ctc­

eln that 0 th9 Sbans Kochlns, thlns, itle ICa'ens and the ,.._. 

would want to nmaln otttslde t1ut APPPI. eatbl'aee• • 31 ~~. 
·tile B~ae through 'h APPFL'• aecnt.uy thakln U Nu t.pn 

J!JO&tlno the hlll pooplo and ultlmat&ly uitder hie lnfluenco, 

the supreme council of u·~tted Hill Peoples (SCOUHP) waa foliOed 

ln 1046. Tho SCOWP flna11y ci!JM' to an agn.,.nt tn 1947 

Fftru8JrY, u. wtt.h APPPL. the SOI"tttlflltnt was e UnS.on ofthe: 

Hilb am 'the- valleyt •lcb wro adtat.nl•ttmtd bf taw coltmlel 

,. ... hua Rangoon., 

Thus polltlc•l evolutton amongst tho hill ~pie b.­

cet> different bott~Een those l'iaam the eolontal powe,.. edlllnls• 

to.-ed fJ"ce Iiengoon ·and tho· • admtnlstt•nd fnm Dolhl. *this 
.......... ),I ---~~· ... .... f- ·- ..... , 

Trnw. hank, N., liiM.IU.'"'iliJ.IMIIIIll ..li...IIJSJ._, 
Pall MaU Press. ~.on· 

31 Gundevte. (1915), Qg GAS· P• &I 
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pu\ an end to ant~ dream of the hi.U peoples on el tJteJ' side 

of the Pattiai- ;! --renee of •ws.- canttttuUng a CJ"o\"1\ Colonr 

outelcle h llemaln of India end 8Ul'M.e31 On the a ... se 

slda web a lM1on of tM hill people wa& • asy beeauu thl 

hlll people constl.tut.e a stpable anat.mt of the pr~pulatl.on 

.and more than 60 per cent of the tnr;rttory \\tl~u ln tlw 

Indian alde tbe hill · people tn the IWJ1heast. constltut. a 
- this 

lnatonlflcsnt. tDlMJ'lty. Addttd to/ti'H! wave of national 

&\'fldGnGmt dld not toueh the o't.t$1' htll poups es mueh as l\ 

pemeat.ed emongst. t.he tJagaa. 

1M NJC bee,.. the •utbplec• of the r~• r:.ue1t fo~ 
self-dtttezmf.nstlon and unl tv• In AJ)rll, 1946-, -l t sent a d8• 

legation to New Delhi and lnf-.d the Cebtnet ~,lsston• tho' 

the Haga•a futta:ee .,uld not bo bound by art1 .,,, u~ dec I• 

eton of Brltlsh ~n\. the Siu:ewy of m«: stated that 

•t«; stands ff# t.he unlftcaUon of ell t1lc> Nata trU1ea and 

their f~om •. • 0\e eount.a:y ta eoJU"tHted ul. th lndla • •. 

C:OMOCt.ad tn many waya. tie ehould ecm'tlnue that COrt.nr?Ctlon ••• 

But as a tlle\f.nct.lw eoaaunt.ty • must alao develop acccm.llng 

to oc gentua and taste. We aholl enjoy home-wle ln our 
............ I .......... ,.... I..... -···· .. 
• 
39 

Gundma, (1915) • Sll. uGU, P• 55 

1he Cabinet Mlsston was sent bv the .. Br.itlah rJOvnn­
mmt. to Znd-la t.o study the pollttcal eltuetlon In 
tho lndtan aub-contlnPwt. . 
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country. But on bnadez t.ssues be connected wJ. th India. C) 

thus, MtC began dolt.~Jftl'attng and express~ l.ts aiM and 

objectlws. 

A\ flrst tM rt«; P\fl'*..-! IIOdeat politleal as-s t.n­

te~eUon of o11 Naoa "ffftl tortes wlth S«M't sort of ft(Jlonal 

outoM'IIJ'f wlth Assnrn Pl'OVtnc• and to learn t.he •' of Hlf• 

govn~nt. However, lt maee clear ln lte tceolutlon one 

condt 'tltln that In cas•• Patd.steft wae to ~ ueaW out of 

the Muslim populated anes ttae ·Nages also cmilld take a dlf• 

ferent dretnion rcgardlng their own futuJ:ct. 41 

11le Indian National Congl'ess bad by this U. COIM 

to notice the Nagaa' stand ,Jft August 1. 1946. Pendl t Jawah.-­

Lal Notrru as P.retident of the lnd!an National Conpess Wl'ttte 

to T. Snkhrte, secntSJ'y of the tiet •xt lo obvf,ous that 

t.tte Naga t.enltoly- In •aat.eft) Asoam l.s much too small t.o 

stand by t.tsolf polS.tlcally • economically. It lies .,.._ 

ween the two counutes, Jndle end China and tJal"t of it eon­

&1st of z-athel' bockw.-d paople ¥ItO 1l't!ClUire considerable help. 

r:tten lttdla la independent, • lt lJ bound to tm soon, It 

wlll not be posslbln for the Ot:l Uoh C'tOVOI'ment. to hold on 

«J Yonuo Asoso, (191-'), Qa GU• l'• 1M 

41 lbld· p~ 162 



91 

the N'fa territory u &ffl/ pert of tt. they would be l•le­

tod bart...en Indio aJ¥1 Cht.na. !n&vltably. t.hClnfore, thl• 

f~ega tffnttory mutt bo pas:t of !ndla and of Ailb with tlhl'b 

l.t ha!J dovelopod such elone assOf;lat.lon ••• •. 42 1hle tCII 

tho first ecmunlcatlon of the lndlaft National COngress 14th 

the fqa people or wlth the t-~~. AI lllayon Ulsra comoented 

•tndta v1an ~t to makP its clalm o~r tJm Nagaa atli ttehi'U 

wa& clearly atat.ing that the 'Naga teft'ttorv• t.tas teo Mall 

~ $Xlst as en lndttt)(Jndent ne1:lon end for ntrate<!ic reasons 

tt must jo!n the Indian Unlon/q Wtth the ·Xndlan loadel's 

preoccupied ldtb tho problems of tM nmu::cnt nstlon-atate 

and the Sr1Usb tilth their post-wazo J>eccmtl'uctlon and otheJ­

olobal pJ"Oblcms. t~oa tsaue was nr.g1ected ard thus tho NC 

took t.o 1 ts Ot"'n course. 

the ~tMlng of 1947 Jttought about eventful develot>­

ment414 fJftd appretmJWlve of 'these the NtC began to t!ft~lra 
· viC?WS for inrlependenc~. On FobJ:uarr 20• 1941• It f¥omtd a 

&r..hrf!ltl of ten-pear tntA!rlm gove~nt and eubm& ttod to 

ms Maje&t.y's Govcrment and the Gov£1l!'ffnon\ of Xndle as e 
~morandta. It staW that, the tlage people ml'rt Independent. · 

bf)fon tba Brltleh adVent and _.. ·ilfferent. ~Jlth Indian people 

tn theu athnte coapost.'\lon • soclal systGD• eul~. tellCJlon, 

and 'thot, they eonnat bt' slmply ~ emono tttn fm-\y cros-os 
....... u •.••• .lllilf •• l •. FlU··- ,,_..., 

42 PC' full 'te•t of hls lnttf!r, see, Voiwo Asoso, ( 19?~~­
Qa C&it P• 193-04• AJ.Emehlba, (1970), Qa.GJS, PP•1co-fJ9 

43 Mtua, tk.layon., QR r&i•t P• 620 

M tho pazt\ltton of lmla and Pakt.etan,. 'U'lc hC~aeton of 
enlonlall• ln 1\DO-Asla, the lneluslon of t4agas 
undel' lfttlepe~ent Indla1 etc. 
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of JndtGM. the memo•aftdum clnlanded 't..he ae\,l.ng up of en 

tntenm gov~nt of t.tm t~auc poople fOI"' ton .,.._., at the 

end of dlleh h tlaga people wlll tNJ left to opt ff# any 

fom of gaftl'ftDOnt undoa" tllleb ~Y c:hoose to llw. 1M 

same sctmM was f#esentod to the aubwcoDnl twe of the edVl• 

&o~y COb'd tve on abot"tglnal ta-J.bes · or th~ constt tuent 

AG&.,ly •leh vtnlW *hlma In r~ ~. 1'*'• But b ••• 

eammtt.tee nfused to make any suggeatton of 10 yet~~ 9U.-dtan­

ablp seh~ end for tl'£ lt r.usde t:t e1~a that the Nagas 

tZO\•ld not eceept. any otbw: klnd of eonetttutlonal SI'I'GnP• 

•nt.41 

llmctdlately sftft h ·failure of tho Mvt.sozy C..ltwo 

af the Coft&Utuont Assembly to Cftlve a\ any· ~n\ Wlt.b 

the ttaga& on tho futuro conatt tutlcmal so\ up• Sir Akb81" Hyds-1 

then C".WI'I'IOr of Aa&sm camo to Kohtma and s~d ~gotlatloM 

•11th N}t:;;.• The. moetf.ng took thftp dttVa (.June 27-'8• 1947)• 

and resulted t.n an ~nt celled the Hydarl ~nt., .. 
with a pxea'nblo ~teognlslno ntM right of the Nagas to deVt!·lop 

theselvos aecontno ·to 'ttlftlr fne- cuq.ccu.tHCI wtshftatt • 
...... ••.•• IJ_0$Ql .• H lllil(lif•••fll II f#l··· ttt __ ,. llFAr 
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1h• ApftJient cont.al..S nine polnU in whSch the 

me MJ'Jld have full oaer.uttve ond ·leotslntlve power of 

control tw@r ell sphen of Mega llf• ranglng fltom prayalen\ 

vtbal laws to thP CMR~nhlp of 1.- .and. tna'tl.oft, And 

that h ~ oreas vansfnT'ed to Sl.bsagar and Nowgong 

Dlsti'tct of Asae by l~ltlsh Adoinlstr~tt.on btl brcu;ht bac!t 

• Nags Hilla Oleta-lct. 1M nlnath point was ln reg.-d flo 

tim pcJPlmt of h ~nt.. ft JMWt "1hat the. GoWmor 

of Aeaam • the agttnt of the Gov~.,..n't of lndten Urllcm Will 

havo s~ctol reefJ(m&lblli ty for a pnlod of ten yeea to 

cntun due o'bsei'Vanco of thls ~ntJ and at the end of 

, this pel'lod• the Haga •uonal Counetl would be~ •ed •u.,.. 
thQy P«~Uint t.he above aQhtH.Mtnt. to tNf ••~nded ·for e fUJ't.hU 

porlod • a MW agnaen' eGGII'dln; taw future of the Nap 

people 8Tl'VIt at•. 
Just as the 1\gl"e.,..nt was b0lng ••• upon eon~· 

ay aroae tn the t~etaUon of the clause 9 and cnat.ed 

confusion. to 'the f'll: l t undentood os ensurlng the ,...,,. 

l"lght to complo~ lndepondenca afteJ' the oJCpi.J.-y of ton ,.an, 

arkl fOI' Sir Hydal'i he late~> on l.tlplled that. the ttagaa would 

as wt thln the Unton of Wla aftett 1hft p~:~rl.od of 1M agne• 

ment. AS P.o. svacey c-..nted, •tt u diffS.eult. to teU 

d\0~ tho!'e was af't/ genuine mtuoadl.JVJ of \\1\at waa ldnlt~y, 

en amblf}uously t«.~rded clouse or •the then .,..,_ t.Mpl.hd 

thougtt'tS o~ ~ • both aldH•.47 tatataoewz;, 'the ftPOMt 

•·•*« ••••' .I H s t r ,1.._ • n·•••••• n• •••••• •• 



the agnaMnt was not ent.-cec~. 'Eftn l.n N~l: CIIIP there w• 
e dlvtston of opl.nlon on the eontnve:rsla! clause. A gnup 

lod, by A.z. Phtzo rejected the agnement .- lt dld not. expll• 

eltly &tote the right to lftdopenUrace afW.I' the expky of 

ten ye8J'& and to i.mott.r group led by T. Sakrlne lt waa a 

democJ"oUc and evolutlonert' step toward& t.Nt 1se1f-c"Ule•. 

The let~• also mat talned that •so long as thts pnvlsSon 

remain ~tffectt.vo tho Nags& can rmlntaln tt.ti lrde~nt 
national llte• .• 

Dissatisfied wl tb the OtftblQUlty of the Hydar1 Agi'Hment 

the NrC aent a dttl~oattoa of 9 ~n to ••t Mahatlla Gandhi 

at tw Delhi. The l!lHtt.no t4Dk plaee on the 19th July 194? 

tn which the rK lnf~ the lndlen leadeJ: of· the f4ept dMln 
~ndian 

for Mlf-uwmlnatton. The Pathel' of' Ule/Uatlon tift ayapa-

theUc heel'lng IJ1d assured the delfl90t.lon that in no cll"cuas• 

tancee force would be used egalnst :;e HaOP• He 'told tha 

that 11thtt ttaga& tuwe .WI'f .. igh\ toJ_lr*pentient. We do rat 

•ant to ltve under 't.ho d•lnat1on of tha Brl. tlah an:l they •• 

now leov1ng us. I want you 'to feel ttu:rt Indla ls youra. 1 

f•l that tho Naga Hille an ldne just • .....,., en yoUJ:a. But 

tf you sey U.oy are not alne, the mattea- J~USt step there. % 

bellow tn tho bJ"othel'bood of man, bUt I do notl believe ln 

Mfl I_.J J£ lllttlflMZ,ILl.ttLk •DJI'd 111111 •••• 
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fOI'Ce o_. f-.:ed unions. If you do ftO\ wish to join tht lmlon 

of ~tls nobody wtll fOJCe you to do that-• 49 1bo Nao4 t-e­

dan left contended bUt apart fl'am the Yttrbal assurance noth­

Ing 'tanolble ~d on the t.seue of U\e nagpt tutun, 

On the eve of Indian tndeperd•ne• the ·me hilling found 

no conenu ttolutl.on to ttmttt a&Piretl.on deeland indeP~Jrdtnee 

along tvi.Ut Pektetan on 14th August 1947. Tbe I'll: tent to ttt• . 
GoVe~at. of lftdla and 'tlw Seuewy General of the UN ln 

tak.e Succeas a telegrafiJ 

On 'the • .,. day. r-u; altJO tnforall4 t.be Govel'tll1ent of Xndla 

tha~ it could pustsue 'the Hydsrl Ag:reement lf 'the Cleuse 9 is 
I 

madlfted as "at the end of 't.hla period (ten ·yean) 'tlvt Nqas 

td.U be fne to deelde t.heiJ' .., futun.• ~t the GoVe'ITil«lnt 

of lndla I"CSaf.ned indifferent. · ~atMtllle fihe adld.nlsta-nlon 

of the ·Nate Hllle was handNI ovu to Go\tfls-ffHtnt of lftdla along 

with the &'eSt of India by the Brl:tt.sn on the 18th AUgust 1941 

; .... al'td ,OoYeftDI!tnt of lrdla tme~i ted the Colo.nbl legacy •thdut 

maktng any dep61'tul'e fnm the eerli.PZ' colonial poltey towal'da 

tttb ttapt mrrl h.,nt. tM .... 
ll# n••·*leau•••••••- •••••••~••••n·•·-•• 
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SOctologtcally apoektng the ~•oence of nationalist 

ethos among the Mage ean be e;cplatned as on tnte~ec\lon bet.­

..,. l ta tnl t.lol eul tuN! orlentatt.on &ftd ttte sullaeC"JUttnt. 

po1tU~a1 dewlopaentat the pn~loftlal phase of eulteal 

· dtffe:unee bet\•en PGDPIB frta plains and hills, the colofttal 

Pft'lod of tCfjftga~lon, the pOst..,-;olonlal develofiiOnts ln 
' 

Pft'Vldlng QG\'1 eJqJOsurea and conso1Sda~t.on of 'their ethnlc 
~ . 

dlsttnctlveMis heklng a apeelfte and independent polltlco-

c.JeO~~ hlcal etepnrseton. The so dove1op7lent led to the 

eN!'gence af e peral.&tent. ld•olow of tho Nata ~. 



/ 
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.. h- discussed an the preceding dlaptln .. , 

can be called hlstarlca-soctologlca1 ~ack~ound of the 

Naga Society and various develGJ~Mntl genel'attno vutety 

of eoct.o..,.ll Uc:al ccmdl tf.ons Md.ch led to the CZ"vatalll• 

aetton and consoltdatlon of prtMHJ.al ••nttaenta. We 

haft tdenUflod the IJftUPS wbleb fOIMd the 'cllent-to­

JJ&t a..t tJuJ •eoent-to-be' of the movownt. Now • shaU 

look into the movcmtent as it doveloplld Into a \4\ole .. cele 

..,. • ttaned lato o guerilla .,._nt and spll t. .lnto bl te 

and plecea. The foeus ln thla see.Uon ts one of the fcw• 

matton of cot"tte~ary phase of the ~nt. 

fhe N4ta consclousnese emel'ged t.n an ·unf tJYOUJ'abJM. 

u.me. the backpounrl of eolonlol adrdnlavnttoa, the dee 

of lllpErlall• In tim pnst-Wol'ld we II and the stat. of 

undwehlpncl soclo-econofftlc llf" of the people, all cOIIbi.Md 

and thus me was foc0d w1 th thztoe lai'O%'toftt tasuea, 

(l) Teft'l torlal JntegraUcmt ttt. nlo of 

Brltbh f.'Ol'OI- wl.th lta proflt-mekt.ng polley hod d.l«ded 

Naga t.nhabi tctd arr+as ~cr VM'lous admlnlstl'atlvo heed 

querttln. On the eve of Indian lndepttfkfenee the tlagaa 

found theJBSelwa lru (a) Nage Hllls Dt•trtctl (b) Anas 



contltuoua to othe• Dlatztlctl of M&MII (c) Tbep f~on­

tlel' of North East FnntieJ~ Agency t4th Tuensang eftiJ Ca) 

Nett.~ &aatem ms weaw.m pan. of Manipur.a ...S (•) 

Scao unadlllnl&teftd ~ ••• were ceded to IUI'Ifa• .tn 

thl& altaatlon, II£ pledpd to lnW;rate Nega .,. .. Wide 

a coaaon edlllnS.stzntlva set up. 

(&) • PDUUcel Stttva• the ••••ion of colont.a­
llsm in Af~la ltJft aany peep!& polltleally lnd•penctant. 

l'Aany t.l'lbel people specially tn Afl'lea b• c.- S.nd•pe.-nt 

naUons. 1be Nagu with their feelS.ng of a-.,uateJWss ftolt 

lndleM bD9tm to dellbdate fe an lndiiJte....S.nt Natal.,..·· 

(3) tectm&cal JCMwledget '11M Mao•• -.Z'gttd • a 

naUonallty hole M•nw4 and s .. letwtd social 9ft'4JS with 

dlffennt aystas of adlldnlateat.lon. therefcwe to fOI'P • 

ayatea ln tune td.th the tl'ad1tl.on and eo~~PaUbh Wltb the 

Un!wna1 ctvlllaatlon bee.., an ~~~portat teak of N N c. 

(4) CulqaJ. . .._.. ttl tM co••• of po1i'tlcal 

cot~~cf.OUJntss the tfag• nells~ thet they c;annot _.. be• 

fan ·a.e ~ld elllply • a Of'GPe>hlca1 enUty o• a ban 

polltleel fl'••h The dealft to be cloth.ed ln 1 cu1t.tme1 

.- •.,.t>olte of t.Mu a!IJ and Ideal b1?1ng bfle.. a '*-'" 
aapb:aUon. Value• of honesty, lnJ•trloUSMI&• slncvltyt' 

triltal soetallsm, otc,.. •t.ch the ~adl tlonal zvntt~ Naga 

socle\y ls known for bttcfllle doad.Mnt bsue for aocloc:ul~al 

a:efoms. 'l'hougb faced wlth • atnng force of ••wmlseucm 
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netlvlstlc trend of rcvlslon or po~tuatlon of aelected 

aapoctta of trtse:u eul iJJft t.teeanae • rreat chall•nte to tht 

natl~'lllata. 

JlaJ Iii ... I ~~~ U-

1M fallae of ~aft Avfe••nt and the unc:en.tn­

ty of t.fagae' futun ata\Us bl'ought _.., dlsappolnt.Mnt in 

the t« CfiiP• The tiC had •tntat.ned that tJ\8 Nagat •n 

new• .,_'t and palle£ of Jndl•• but gtwn tbe backwald 

state of aoct.ety lt sought the ouanlanship of the Govern­

mont of lrdlo. ~. tho follUH fc. a c1eaJ'«<CUt _. .. 

mont fo~ an lnte~tlt. gullltflltnlhlP• loat- a good deal of a~tual 

tl'utt betwen me. and Gow,..m of ~'•• 

With Vllt eltuatlon the NJC toek to a more s-adtca1 

atunt~. 1hta stand can be beat u..t-tood ln the not. .wdd• 

J"esaad to l'4lahataa Gtndhl for dlscuselon du.rlng thelr aeeting 

In 1947. 1'ho rae euteda (I) the Nagaa en de--ned not 

to jaln the Unlon. 1'hey td.ll ell dle before 1oS1ft9 hb 

lndependenc:e. \1111 the Go\feJ'18Jnt of India use fone to 

twtnv the Nagaa tmdeJ' the (!ndltn) ttdortlt (Z) H.- 8ft10nl 

undea- the sun the l'lobt. tG take .,.., t.hell' Snctepandencet Not 

wt.thout jU&tlflcat.t.on. But. &c might ftgtaW.1 ,ollad.ng thla 

stand the tDC decleNd f.ndepeftdenee on the 14th of Augua\ 1941 

bUt It was ln no posltlon to defend Its decloa'lon• 
•, ••••·._.,¢ 1 1 nurl!l• ••• •-• •'•••• ttn• 
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h Gow~ment of Jftdl• took no Mtlee to 1M..,., •• 

of tiC anrJ. on the nc_.metlons of tbo eoutStuent MHI!Ibly 

men tm tontt.t.tutlon of India was adopted on 26th NoVellbe~, 

1949, the Nago wen placed untt.s- the 6Ut Schedule alonQ With 

t!a& ottte~ wlbal fi1"0UP$ of AI••• 1tle Indian leaden lfl&n­

talfted that tht Negu bffGG~H an lntepal pan of India wl tb 

t.h.e colon1o1 e .. a. 1'hia lapnse betMten the GoYel'raent of 

!nella and tho m«: could not be nsolved t.nspl te of unv meet­

Ings 8lld thifA the Naga Movelllnt bepn. 

liE II ... I I ............ ,. 

AI dlscusHd ·In t'Jiapte~: thiMt t1w NlC waa utantaed 

at a blend of wedlttcn and .nmltya the fon.l' to letttl• 

mlae the organtaaUon and the letur to gt.ve· way to the edu• 

eated NageB 1» ehoulde• the responstbl1lt.y of the new p01l.U• 

cat 0190nlsa'tlon, HaY~.ng a.mdeatood ttm new dimension of the 

lll: end t.ts espked S.ntomatlonal nfuence1 the t1redltl.oM1 

lftactenhip conceded and the t>ducated QJ'OUtJ enjOJ'4d enotiiOUI 

Influence. Pounding leadua of t.he ta£ weJ:e an elite poup 

Wl th •n euch as T. SakhJ:l~, Jaaokle• T .N. Angel• Allbe 

lfttt, etc., d\o Wh prodUetl of aS.salonary education with 

depees ln h.l.gbet •ducatton. Thlt oroup was endOY.ed tdth 

profound .ataw~~Mntht.P and en.10Jfid much c:harltaa'tle JIOpuldlty. 
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1ft the euly ••" of 1947 A.z. Phlao • bad alnadY 

been dl'awn to \he natlanallst wave, joined Ute~~ w be• 

gan to form a factlon of hb own ln the Ol'ganlzatton. WS.\b 

the doUbts of a propel' aetU.-nt of ttm Pl'Ohlem wl th the 
• 

Govemnt?nt of lndle, tho t-• poople t»cce dlta;JPOlnted 

and be9an to <lO.ttlon the futun policy of the tH:, At 

this etnoe e &chbm developed b&tween & nDfi!'VIolent tz'OUP 

undft the 1oedarahtp of T • Satthl-t• and a group UJ'Ide• A.Z. 

Phlzo for- a violent stl'ugole. 1lle ~~ group toot a mo­
a~rate ateftt1 of awlutlon wttlch aougbt tts .. .,. tklough a 

moral fbnt and actdoYIIIent of goal tn stages., T. SekhJ'te 

decland t.Mt •no....n.oltt,_, la a tactical policy ln wld.oh 

you plaee your opponoR\G ln a posl tton •rt:r tKt f•ela •r-al• 
ly vcong to oppose yoll' • 2 The latW. gi'Oup eUc:ked to 4Ift 

e•1'.1'em£t t:t:voluUonary stand fOJ: an 8ftllld evugglo. PbS.ao 

t:ta!ntelmd that •vt.olenr:e haa t.e be thP life-blood of ttaga 

t~ttonalt~ •3 PbrA ttd.a polnt ttce ~van conflict of 

opl.nlon and antagonism .-4 tbln the NJC. 

1M fl'uatl"atton ovc the ataltmate and tha ldlaequent 

unilateral declll.on of the Govesrment af %nella 0\'0' the futun 

of the t;1agas, preelplteted the etmosphU'e anund me. tld.s 

naultcd ln the upsurgtt of vtolent vlewa and oventually1 

......... , .... t r ·_ tt•• -*•••• •• ,., •••••••• nu•• 

2 

3 

flocM lnt.ewtew with Jasokle• a fotmdlng lead•• of r11:. 

au. 
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A.z. Phlao withdrew han the t..'te to punue a mora tdlltent 

policy and fOJ'med the Pftople'e Wepement. J.eegu. (PD.) 

f• s s~elgn Nagaltlnd State eaMprlllft9 of the Naea H111s 

DlsWtct, thf! Tuensang fi'Qntle:r Dlvlalon and contluuoua 

t~a: araat ln ASsam, Manlpur artl Buma. Aceol'dtno to , 

Aloso Phtu made tim PIL ._re uu.e. mon vbulent, _,. 

dynamte, and fllO!'e purpoatw then the t;r.~•. 4 Howatvu • fol' 

t.hlt ect, Phlao was t.mprteoned tn no t.ble on chaqe of aedl• 

tt.on by the ~n~ of !ndla. ~onwhlle, t~ •• a&W~:al 

attempts w nsolve MGOUetlon with lndlan .leadut bu\ 

nothing matorlnllsed. 

1ft 1949• A.z. Phla was releaed f•• detention on 

compastlonoto pounds. D Soon sf tar ihst on neehlng Naga 

Kill& he began hls poll tical ta~~Paltn again and waa ·unanf.• 

tDOU$ly elected tho P:weeldent of tho Naga National Ccunctl. v 

tbln c~ about bGeeuso 'the NNC all*< ady had a gootl nullbeJl 

of memben disl11uatoned wt. t.h the peaceful pollGY and apJII'•• 

elated tho stand of Pht.JO. In ·'t.tlt' vt• of the rnodetl."aVt• 

the t~n wcnee not tn a pOSlt.t..h to have rival CtlfJPS at. aueh 

e crucial tf.lle, the~fon, Phlte •• tnrl•ted as l'l'ealdent. in 

t~C With the eoafltlon that he ..ould abt.&t by the c!Hland 

policy of t:M: fo<t peacoful means. He ~n I.Jaedlately r•3•cted 

the Cons~ltutlott of tndta and •nt on c•palon fat an lnrtepen-
- ' 

..... •••••t~•••.......,..,..,...,. ... 1•• •••• au••• 
4 Yonuo Meso, ( 1974) • Qa StU. P• ·20:> 

5 This WI because hla wlf• anfl ehlldnn wer:a altl• 
cally l~Uftd .m a 1on dled in an acct.d•nt tlhlle 
wawlllftg from 10\oncaa to Kohlao. 
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liE .. - .. ....... 

1M UtC bevl.ng faced •bawas .. nt tn the inability 

to brlng about an amlca"'l• solution callttd for a eonfennee 

of the l'eprosentatlve of all tribe& of thP Naga Hll1s D&et• 

rlct ln 19t;l. The conferente wae fixed for th(! 1Atb and 

15th tlay.. The Genel'al COnferenee asemble'l"d on 13th May at 

Kohlma and t.ttere was dS.s~usston of the Nagel fut.ttn both 

tft (J8M~al fl$>8t!ng5 and Sl'lOntJSt the tribal ~pJ.'flSCfttatlvea. 

'lhe conf•renc:a passed • nsolutton stating that 'the 

futuro of the Naoo • -.thf)J: to be independent of India Ol' 

join tbe Unlon • would tm decided by e plobt.ette. 'tilth tt. 

sancUon of tills ~:esolut.t.on Phlzo began oovlnQ f:rom vlllagtt 

to vl11age ew1 con1ueted tho Pl~bltl~. It t'189 t.nauoUJ:atecl 

ot r<ohtma on f:l&y 16th~ By thlo tlmt~ the r~!C had 0%'9anlsed 

'thO Nnge Youth Hovei!lent and tho Nago ~n Soet.ety. Thea• 

u~ cr~anleatlona alded the t:~ aftd ~ Pltblelte elo~ 

99 per eem ln fawUI' of Independence. SSgnatune and ttnab 

IMP'J'H&S.ons tlfi&-e taken en.1 oaths wen edmlnlot~l"od in trlbal 

fashlon to flQht for t~ tndepemenc•• 6 
............ WfW II l M lilY···· ••.. I I, ... rtat• ••• U I ., •. , 



To uphold thl.s lsaue of tndeperw.ienee against tM 

will of tb& Goverraent of Zndta. NH: had to mobllla the 

culttvato11l ln the Vlllag~• t41o would be t.ndlapensabl& 

fo:r: providing a-caOUJ"Ces • both maflPO.MI" e~ mat.erta1. 

POl' tl\ls pm:por;e• e communlcatlon maclll~ry was conducted 

1m"ough a publicity d•psrtment., Thts depnrtr.3nnt was di• 

rocted by T. Sakhl*le untll the end of 19&5. 

Nanr doctJ!I9nts on the tJagas •• ro leeaod to lntan-, 

st.fy the deep-«:oof.4)d Nagas' love for a fne and uneontnllttd 

life. Matlvtstl.c: end ldy11lc: ••presst.ons were t:alculetedly 

w:rl;ttcn for the ~ople'a consumption and tt woul"J be ~al'd· 

ln9 to enalyrn Oftt\ of such \"JJ"lt.lngs by T. Sakhrlot 

h wl t.l.ng wes atmed at lnculc:atlng f.n the Rttms of 

t-he pnoplo the cont..~,Jest btltteen the Naga people and tho plains• 

tnert - the Mlndu-t.!Uallm population. Sucb wrt tlng covered 'the 

f.Sly system. econacry ar.t soelo-po1t.tlcal set up of the 

vllleoe en~1 of a t~a eharar.wr \1.!\leh waa Idee !1sed t.n 
............ lil•••ntw••ll 11 I Hllll 1 P PI••• R •• 

7 
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Aft.e~ .-efl«lctt.ng an Ideal llfo, thtl r:«: lald C)J'Oat 

s tnt sa on tltfl appreht!ns&ons on mergl~ wt th lndepem.tnt 

tndla. One of 'the most t"tffectl.v{t; propaganda wee on taxa­

'llon dd.ch Ull then was only a norairml tl'lbuv to the 

Btltlab CltOtm. \flllqra Wl'o told how •tn the pla1na1 

lend lmlortn to thn state and 't.hc!l fJQOple have to pay taxes 

.,.,.. land, fe houa&-slt&s ant.t bulldlng too, tor flatte•te• 

and oven for fonat ~Pftldtct.. they (plalnsmeft) have watel' 

'-• lawt.ne tax, entol"talt'IIMnt to, road tal, e'tc. lwJy• 

thing he& to be pald for lf they t:ant. to 11,_, in thb -ld8 • 
8 

v "1M people _., waMd 'thot undla- Indian Gov•~n1. they 

would aocm be paying tea for U.b' land, lt.ve•toek•• &nc:OM, 

etc. 

Anot.l'w.- .,uler poln\ of publlclty wae tho danger 

of getting aoslmlletmt and thus lOse the Nage lclenttty. To 

tho Noges mostly of animlat and ChrlsUana with hardly a 

pop:Uletlcn of 9 lskhs to mb w1 tb 4,00 tallllon Ht.ndus and 

Mt.as.llas of India bec:ame uncar:~p~amlsablo • Thls ntt.f. tude was 
honenod by fear of lnccwapa'Ubltlty wlth Muslims Gn!t HJ.nrius. 

Such feeling& \"A)I'ft aggrevatAd by Cow proteetlon movement 

and prohtbttf.on ))Olley. !von in 1Dtu yean •t~alcand fol' 

Ch%lst• boesoe an appealing slog4n to the· Mages • 

• 
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the achievement of the moblli1a\lon was aucelnctly 

desut.bed by V,.K. Anand tmllt 0 'tbc:J popt~lfltlon Within tlag.­

leftd dlvlded mainly betwe•n the Chxcf.atiaftt ani ent.ml.sts 

demonst:roted no pa!'Ucular animosity for each othlt~ ••• 

tho few doct.on,. lotl!fU'&1 educotlontsta, a~ ln~llcctuala 

could not; have hopod for a mt:tn prt.vtledged place• Thne 

wen m poverty st.rteknn shoroti"GP'Pf"n and the blg ltu'VI­

lords diose lan..tt could be dlatztbuted -.e not to M fttund .. 

Thon billng RPlthol" any capltolbt nDt' labour class, the 

vado union, ttwt could hft ••roto~d to Df:tltew. dld not 

exlst. Th&ro wan no mt.te collomd b\c~auuDr.v to be •rked 

up. Tho affluent wez" envtod and not halted and the fa 

poor wro he~d om not opPJ'e&sed. In the ahaoiiiDtl of 

Dt'~OI' contradlc:Uonn wt. thin the ecaounlty no ·tnv.rna1 eon­

stde~etton. A cnus~ thn~ could attract &11 the t~~ end 

'b.e&W.J adVantages on the entire c«r1munlty had to ·be egalnst 

anott'IP.r peJrty and tha' had to be lndia11 • 
9 

Wlth th~ backlng of the mdbl!lsotlon Ni~ lau~d a 

ctvll dlsobedtenco. 1M Naoaa rnfueed to t.notl tute Dlautct 

CotJttell and the subsequent gonerol elections of 1952 wn also 

boycotted, the Nagas .ern entitled to ~lnet t.td:'ee Lu.Ae to 

the Atose Aasebly but not a s!n~~Jle t:aga stood for olectt.on, 

thOugh all fomslttt<ls wn&-n t4!tt~n U!' by the a~ln1etraU.an.10 
-· Jll ... JUS •••nrt tlltM, •••111. tUll U PM r tl ••• UIW'W .... I I!IJIIIII.W 

9 Anand, V.lt. (1990)• Qa E&St P• 18 

lO Elwin Veft"l.fl~ (1961), Qa G&St p.54 
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1her• ,..._ mae• aslgMtlon of school teachen end 

oow.nment aervants. and boycott of all CliOVan&ent of lndta 

eelebratlons. Students boycotted ~owrrcnont l.natl tuUona 

end lft ploee of these tho me opened Naga National High 

Schools nt t<oblma and rskottctnmg. tha -people refused to 

pay taxes. Labour and aupplt.•• •n nfuuod to 'tJow off1elala 

and pollee forees of 'f:he. adatln!et~tetlon. 

Afw dcmions ,_aUon of these a Mage delegation •t 

tlehru at Delhi t.n l!al'ch 11, 19S2 t.n .mt.eh the lnfw:tated 

Prime Mlnletezo told the NaQaS thot •evon t.f hcuwan fell a 

lndta go to plceos the uaga •uld ...,, be gtven Independence• •11 

1hls naultod ln the hard•nlng of attitude on botb s&do., 

. ntrough the succesa of the masa mowment ~~ ~ itself 

OS tho apoko~men of dl tmge b'lbea and thus \hfiJ feJNOUr of 

lndepel'ldfJnee t.ncreesed an::plans for eaealatlon of aetlcm be• 

gan to ta'te pl&H. 

In Morch 1953, tndt.aft Prl.me Min.tstel' Netwu wl th hls 

Bu=oso cmmte~t Th.ankln U Nu vtsl ted Naga 'tel'l't torle• 

togeh~.12 Thay t:eached Uaga Hl!l$ on 30th Mareh and vtsl ted 

en !rdusta-lal Trelntng School, btrt eaepttng a few tn&VUcton 

t.Mn was nobody to \~lcc:ee th~m. The Naga atud•nts teJ)t 11'1141 

ftom t.tm function • 
...... " .... ll U U.MliMillllrtJIU J Lid _, I &PI •••••• 

11 Stracey, P.D., (1968)• P• fl. 

12 For details of the tour see, l~'!ulllck a.N. (1912) 
Op Cl t., P• 303-5 
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At Koblu they wn 9tvan a roust.ng wlcomo and 

t~aga 1ecden fStam all parw of Nags Hills catoo to acqualn\ 

~ of tholr deat.ro and aspb'stlon for fl'endom. A tn.tQe 

uowd gathered 1n the local stedi:ID as tho heads of t.o 

nat.tons aJTlwd end t1eH 1oawd. \1hen 'the t4aga le.a:tcn:a 

wanted tG oddret:& tho Pr'S... Ml.ntawn th~y wen refused 

any hearing wttethPJ" ln •smoch or ln wrltl.ng. The Nagai 

felt 1nsu1 ted end detldad that tf th& Pl'lme Mlnlate.-e .ould 

not hog tho Nagas they would not Mel' them .,, the&-• 1tte 

N698 prido wes hm:t end they walked out of the meetlnt ' -

enmaoae boforo any addre&a was made br the dlgnltsrl••• 

Only a fa gt1'VO.,..nt eenants and th .. lr famt.ltoa IUteWd 

to hear the ~tmo Mlnlstet' speeches. Nehl:u w.a• naaonably 

Btd'p.rloed as the poople tlltlom he had \ak@n for -anted to 

be able to obey him bad d41m0nstr'~ttod t.het.r unanllnoua decl• 

ston to defy him. 

1ht;a lnct«Mnt l• lml'O~tant. for l t tu#n out to be 

the decldlng liM betMeen the polltS.cal and e1lllWV ptu,so. 

'nils act was tak~n vet>y serloualy and the adlnlntst.l'aUon 

· Ulledlet.ely l&auf!Ch lfalTants of anest for thO NtC .oran. 

Pollee ~alded the house of Sakhrl~. the 5eereta~y of NNC 

on AJ*il 4, and began to •••eb llbf)Or'teftt villages fol' tg 

tJOJ-kcrn. The NK: leaders abSconded and fnm ... nc:o began 

the undowcJJ"OUI'IJ movement.. 
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tJw GoWI'ment of M•• then took ••~'toua measure• 

to crack down the II£. Its monthly jnurnal the Uilllv tfUioa 

waa banned aa anU•lftdla propavanda organ, amed pollc:e 

forces wnl'tt nlnfoJ"Cttd and avenues of negotiations were. 

closed.13 M a naeUon to tha•• events t.houaands of Mage 

youtl( 3olMd the i.ftdqrg~"<nmd and formed the 11181~ ilftallaldl• 
Conteqtamtly. instances of vtolence began to oc·cUI'. On 

Septetmer 1a. 1954,. stat of the undugrounds fom~ HUslltllla 
14 t.n Tuenaang area snd started organteed a\\aeka 

on pOllee statio•• ~~~. all theee instances of violence 

wnrf.) disowned by ttJ: ""lc:h ••aured that pcar.oful means •uld 

be used to ·aehleva Ita ends~ 

Bven 41 the ~1: cla~d a non-Ylol~nt policy lt became 

a knatrm fact. that the instance& of vlol~• went from ctu..­

ten ln the N:C aNI that, emotton ln the orvanlsa~lon was tend• 

1"9 to S\Of'athtst~ or aupport tl\f! vtolent sc:tlons. r.~ factor• 

bo~h extemal and lntental of t4aga SO¢lety combined togetheJ' 

to tt:ansfom the no~lolent poll tical •vement. i.ftto the 

mlli'-Y phase • 

........................ ,, j._ •••••••••••••• 

13 

14 
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One of iha main reasons ~maps would be tbe Nagaa 

Pl'lde ss e()ual• v1s-a-vla h response of ·t~ut Indian people. 

The attitude of tho Wlan gowftlftf!nt In partte.ulel' ,and the 

:MS.an f)Ublle in general t.Gwardn th& ~-~ national con­

sciousness was that of ext.nmtt underes\lllatt.on. The report 

of r~-t:•s goodwill mleslon to Asaem ln 1953 stcted that •t~ut 

1~1lan people ~ under the tapre~alon that Nagas are not 

only a euwace peopla vold of polltlcal eonsetousness but 

also lacked hllftan .S.ad~ •1& Tld.o attltudfJ wat strongly 

ln;ralnod tn tho mlnd& of even the Indian e !lte. so much . 
so that v.hon fi£ sent ~ramum to 1:he Prllne Mtnlstea- NcYhru, 

ho rett~ted that •t.h@ .-J'andum must have bad ecoeont'• 

hand in the dJ:aft1ng&.16 The PriM Mlnlstu dld not. expect 

tho Nagas 'to bo ah.le to artlc:ulate ot- conectwd ,such 

poli.Ucal ai'(Jteentt.-

Secondly, .tth the prejudice the· gov~rnment officials 

exhlblted std-n IJQ&tul'o and hlgh hardednesa. As ctvU dls• 

obodtence was gotno on, the Govurmont of ruusem !)J'«m.algated 

a ~egulatlon ln the Nega Nllls to ~ulstt1on the aervteee 

of porters tn any Cimft<Jtnc:y in Scptemllel' 1953. Such 1.a 

wero enforced wl tb mtieb harseMsa and infuriated many people. 

The offlclal& ottltUdo towl%dl t.bc r:~ workers was \dth 

conten,t t-randed as 'hostllt"st, •secetu;tonlsts• • •rebels', 

etc. P.ddtKI \Jltb the arrogant and chollcnvJlng eetlona of 

MtiiN JR r-.Td a• TS(_MI, •• I 11 .JliTaM'$7 •• 

15 Report. of the ~Mll Mt.salan to Asaam1 P. Flt 

16 swacoy, P.o. • 19M, Qp1 CJ.t. p~ ?a 
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thO ...S f0111n,. the Nt19a felt belng atJ:Klued. And w.nttlally 

the killing of Zoalbt to11 t.n 19!\4 bf an .-mecl pollee apadced 

off ~late vlol~n\ response fz-om tiMt tH: Caap. 

Added to these potnw ·was the total lose of fat.th t.n 

peUtlon9 and poscoful deiiOnstratt.ons. 11\f, fztuswatton ov. 

·· the ··peacttfu1 means a-alsed hutJ and uy against.' tho Govel"nffft'.Mt 

of India and the emotional group lookod upon the violent 

poup ln tho tK to fight and rcaton their honour. 

Uwntuall y on 20 July 1955• t'M Assam Gov•rnnent de• 

clm:ed the Nega Hllla ae •dlatul'bttd area• end tho Jlnga Hilla 

Dtstutbed Area OJ:dlnanee and Asaom Maintenance of Publlc 
. 

Ordft Act of 19&4 came lnto force. the Indian AftfV ttJa& then 

celled ln, ln Octohr 1955 undel" Defttnctt of India ACt and 

the sltunUon was h.onded over to ~ ltltltrt• the /JII!IIItf'• 
counte~·WUJ"tt'I'ICY poll~ f~ll heDvlly on tbt! clvtllans end 

thus st'rttng'ttmnod 'th9 undeS"~ounda auppRt • 

• 
vlolem. group l.n the N:-1: bt<came _.. and more mill tan\ and 

by 1955, Nogaland was got.ng through an undec1GI'ed w.- wltb 

tho underp-ounde• atteek on the GJ,'I'ned fOl'ees and the l:t-tel" 

ntallatlnu 1\(IGVI.ly on the villages. l1any villages wn 
........ •a.tn•____..--_,..,. •••• _.. •••• ,., I ••• 
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bumt dOWJt wltb C#aneJ"les and the lnhabltants ft.tclng din 

consequencss • AI the sl t.uatton lntenslf!ed wt. 'th both •ldel 

oecola~lng, some of thn Nt~ leadeJS objetted to the ptJSl&• 

tence of vlolf'lnt tnetbods and ret~lgned fftll!l the organleatlon. 

1b~se lnc1uded T • Sakba'te and Jasold.e• .,._.founding leedtn 

of tM tte. P.-om ..._non the extl'eml&t group and the mode• 

rate or llbf'!ll!'al group paJ'ted and \!Uhllo tile moderate• •" 

tryf.ng to reorganS.~ tho tte, T • Sakh:de waa· lltqnapped and 

mtadel"ed by the ex~lsta to av1ke WB'OI' u the f'Z'OP89a­

ws of tho non..,1olent. meana. ~us the ta-t: bee-.. st.lely 

contl'olltxl by thee •xtnmlst OJ'Oup• 

thls spllt cut across clans and Y.lllape and~ 

of Nagas M\0 oppOsed the NfX: led by exuemtst group eCJerged. 

Some of t.hls ~oup lateso joined tl'le local mlll t.la aftd as ala• 

ted 'tt&e Army ln f lghtlf\CJ the undergroundl. 
I 

Wl\ti tM •~11 t of NrC tiM violent gl'oup l'emalnad lft 

the •uanlsatton and plans for a direct am eon&ontaUon 

""' th tM ~ent .r lndta waa made. the tK declared the 

fomatton of the t3aga P•deral Govel11D11nt (UFO) Hid proelolmed 

lt as a dllflkt ~flnf?nt et Phctn&lftYU vlllage on the 22ftd 

March 19~6. A stnactuh of gov.,rmontolmochlnr.ry was eet 

tiP w1 th an eMCutlve ht.1aded by tM Kttdagbe (Prest~ktnt) and • 

Counetl of r<t.lonseJ'S (f.'lnlst#.n) with different portfoltoa, 

a law b9bt (PM'llament) am an emcd win":> with a Comnaftder• 



On this day the Podoral Xlbll!la (Constt ~ut.ton) was 

adopted, mtcrh tn brl~f runs •• 

Bach Nega vllla~• ta a re~llc ln lte O\~ 
rlght.. Bach Naoe fGml1y or tl'lbe oeeuptea ita 
own distinct religion, en;1 shall continue u be• 
fore to oxeret.oe full ou~iortty OYCI' l.tt own sf• 
foln 1nc!ud1nt; lnnrl, community orgenlaattons, 
social smi trC'li~ t.oon ~eetlec5 on~t custOIIS. 

Mon and women, abOVe 22 ~ors of el)e, \"Jill have 
equal •lgbt of vot1nc 1b(ll'e w1 <.1 ba e~uQl 
~~r- for e~ual ~k lrrea~ctlve of eex. 

Simultaneou!lly, an emf.ui Wing ~as eet liP el Hl'lJ.Mt Gusrds 

under a Coanander-tn-Chiof. A mejor-gsmr:al for Pach tzlbe 

eonr.randlne a dlvtolon of not less than 500 tben end lCA\1el!' rents 



of military hlettardty down to en ordinary soldier. Th4t 

~ wino was otwn enol'lnDua power, as ttt. sl tuatlon de­

manded. 1he t.FG also had Its 1nte11tgence net.won. 1his• 

~ talMtd from all eect.inns of tho soclftty • frum hlgh 

gov4)rmnnt sen MD down to th~ alnor boys ln the vllleges • 

the lnfdl'matlons wuf'l'tt'd M.U:'e the GoVGI'mJOnts plans, the 

lndlan socurl~ fox-cas ~nta. location, untts, perso­

nallUes, etc. 

The maJo~ taa~s of the lntelllqance was to de1lve~ 

messagPt. A measenger usually runs lon9 dista~ea but 

NleJ"o tho dlstentJe inVolved OVt!rntght journey, relay syatem 

\'faG l:dopted. Other mrtans of communleattcn Wl'flf glue ftf• 

leetlon on sunny days, l~tP •lgnals on d.-k nl9hts, smokes, 

ayloptumrtt~;, gongs, etc. V .K. Anand d•scrlbe the r.thods as 
8 very mutb atmtlar to tha &Y&t.em wltMse~d ln the aaiill!• 
Jungle of Jltri&J.&. ••. wt th such na~al lntenl.oua and tmra• 

luable alda1 tt. tJQga BJ1nY t~as 81., to ~ffecUvely obtaln 

cono~'t end t.tmnly lnfOft'latlon. It. was not, ~refore1 odd 

tllat deaplto curieue11 cordons, neuches 1 survellance, ugn­

totlon and traffic control the t~ wat stl11 able to ~ntain 

an trift.el~nt eyeu..m of lnt.ellt.oonee eommunlcartlon and HeU1'lt1 

and~ keep the logistic cha~le ol)One.18 Por eOtmUnlee­

tlon with ~ outelde, tho tJaga lnt.el11gence &ys"t£<m had lta 

nett;..rt t.n Rangoon. 
_____ 11 ...... !ISttct ... b j .11•••u•• rn 1•• 111 1 1. 
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AI 'the NFG was e,anlaed, the Nagl YotJtb Movement 

fll"d ln ~ Jwmy ¥1\eJteas the Nega Wc:llllen Society •~• called 

upon to work as cMkt, nuraea and bfl1pera of 1'.he undei'(JrOt.tnda. 

A nt.d'Jol' of va1J~Pd cmpcnwters and nurses also jolMd the 

undergrounds, to contribute thf;u part. Thus both :e_,. 
~· pltched foS' t.he &tt~own ·end coniet uentl y open wal' f se 

bot]an. The fOl'rnatton of the t-lPG marked the meta stepa to 

defy ttm Gov~nt of lndla, challenge Its legl ttmacy over 

tho Nsga Hlll& and lta rlectnlon tD run a perallal go~ 

~Dnt. 1hl& symbolic deelal'ation as v.r~. Anand aaye. cannot 

be •dlsmlssHJ a& aha~ dmnonstrat.lon by the wnteh to west 

authorl'ty. Over a t;Uill'teJt att.llon Vdll@ tJagu had modo an 

unusual attempt, to 'Pgaln fl'eedall' •1' 

tho wu al tuntlon wes betw•n a gUJJJ'l l ta poup and 

an orgenta~d modern aJ:mY• ~ Naga aJmy hed VC~Jry 11. tUe 

el'mS and atmnmlt.tons '*lc:h c:cmprbed of ~nt& of the 

Second \~1d t# aftri locally made muaale loadera. But they 

had 't1lfl advantage of tJ10 support of thtJ population. tNN.­

tho IMlan amy on thfl other hand tho\19h fully t!c,uS.pped with 

modem ~apons WCJI'e f aclnu many disadvantages. The moln 

dr.aw!»acka we"' (1) untemt!1cr1ty of the Vlbal landt cus• 

tOllS• and mannen1 (ll) aultlpltcf.ty of nglonal langua;.e 

A 1 If *'' I S I -~~·-! -·· ll J F • I ... Wl -• _ II ... 

19 Anand, v.K •• Ga.'&:&• P• 109 



and the ~ fft"c~s• lnablllty to Wldu'stand the zoeetonal/ 

loc•l dlalfJcta; (lt.l) the little krwwledoe of jungle aurvlval. 

and unfott!l!d ten-elnr (lv) vulnerablllty to aub-tcoptca1 

dlsoasea Cv} ctabfJrsCM equJ.taent and clothlnQt ('Vl) the ab­

sence of e fmnt. to \dnt · the people• .Uws faced wlth a 1\ost.lle 

Pf!OJ)lc. 

Tha Nag• lU:tftY took tho tactic of a gue.-tlla \'lalf•• 

by ambushing mlliwv eonvoys, l'sldl.ng the amy e~Df)t~ and 

pollee stations, etc., fu arms and MJJ.~Unltlons. 1'hla t.lw 

Indian sccutrl'ty foret~s wn faeed wlth an •I'WtiWV ~ thay 

eamot fight tn a fa«:e-to-f.ce combat. For auch warfan by 

were not 'tl'aiiW'd, Thla sl tua\lon ga'Vft a stJ:onghold few tbe 

undel'(Jfttundl end eVf!Jn a ulae of ICoblme the capl tal town was· 

at.'tet'lpted ln 1956. I 

1'UlJUghout 'tlw· w.- attuatt.on thf'J lndlan Security 

fo~ceu «!xertod maxtaa ra-eeat*e but thta was not enough to 
fos-ce tho t~ga undergrounds tnt..o a aurl'$ndel'. M &,ulllek 

rPc~J • .... thou9h ~ wae neDI'ly ono security tt:oop 

fea ewry adult mal" ln the Neua Hlll•Tuentang •••~• Then 

nover was e t.11t1e d'ten lt could bet clas-d that the t~oa 

~lllas had b~on broken lnto submtsaton ••• v.20 

' The nature of confrontation eM' aged the tectal ty 

fotett& so liUCtt that the# po1lcy waa a~d st thc;o peoplo 

who &uPfJOJ't the undel'9l'O'nt:l•• ~11th tboll' t.nabl.!lty to ella• 

---11••••·---···1 T I I l.lltltl••• . I I f ·-···-
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cvn or Ulldentand the population end edded wlttt an our• 

of an •or.cupatlon forcfln the lndlnn amy f•ll heavily on 

t..tMt elv!llan populatton lnd!SCI"ltnlnately. 'Ibis hod ••t.r•• 
te'W¢ses and Gavln Young obsei'V~6 the Nf(; and l ta •n as 

•ln'tttJrtW(ioy Robin ltt)O!i&, loVfi'J and -nwl:'J"ed by ttu? peop1e".21 

... I 8:1111'& I SiiiDDStiD 

By vadtt.lon 3S deaqtbed tn Chap't.e!r II a Nage glvoe 

ttll loyalty to the dectslon of th~ society .tlethe:r he au-en 

or dlseo;reca. This peralsted and by the eonferenee of May. 

19!51 .• tho Nsoaa hod eOllllltted themselves to thf'! idea of 

plGblci te •teh evantually dectded independence fnn India. 

To Uft!lo thls anotMJ: confel'enc• equally ·l'ttprosont.atlve cha• 

raew hMl to mc~t. The bi'?tttr expe~lencos of th~ ~ 

confl'ontatlcm made the model'atea w had been koeplng a 

low profile to eome togetht'l' oncG OGaln to help er.J tt. Wl.ll'. 

'llml'of01'81 in 1911, en All TJ"lbes Naga I'P..,le '• Cofff'ltntlon 

lfiJS. coi\Vt!Md ot Koh!ao• to act as a vla-llledla tJg-.n 'tbe 

underground Nagas 8l'1d the tlerftr..,.nt of !ndla fwam Auc)uat . 
22nd to 26th. Thla waa atl'ongly s-eeonnendttd and auppo~ted 

by 't:tle Xndlan lnto11S.C3tti'ICO Bureau at KohSIDa end tbus a'PJ)%'oved 

by the Go\lernnen~ of India. 

••.., ••••--•••• ••••u• fUJI til • :u·ar_.. . 
21 GeYin YoUft9• (1961).-TJut IIIII :- Ap !-.!•• 

l.ondon 
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On the sttpulet.d date about 1,1e> dttlttrJGtes end 

~ 21000 vlalwa f~om f!'Wrl Nata vtbe ettended the 

mseti.nq. Dr !'mkonoll.ba was Prestttent and Jaaokle •• 

Secntnry. The rnaln naolutlon of t1w convention advD• 

entad settlement of t.hlt t4aga iSS\te through neootlaUon, 

and pending s final poll tt.cal solution •ttte present. Naga 

Dtawtct of Assam end Tt»n~ang F~toft\t.e~ Dlriston of r~FA 

along with tha JMseJ'Wd forests, transferred out of 'tbt 

Noga Ht.lls District after tho l"efo.a of 1921, ahoulcl 1te 

conatl tuted tnto a single edmlnt.suattv• unl t, llftt'lft tbtt 

EKtcl'Ml Aff alxos r.Untstay of the Gover,...nt. of %ndte 

thl'ough t:tw C'JOVontOI' of Ass• acUnn ln his dlseotloa aa 

tho Agent of the Prestden\ of Zndia.•22 1bt.s •• nedlly 

accepted by 1M Gowmsnnt of India and the Naga Hills• 

Tuonseng /W.'tJa ( Nn'A) waa lnnuQUI'ated on 1 Deeemt:»nr 1917. 

lut tha reserved fonsts •n no\ lneludttd as agrood upon 

in the new ana~nt. Meanwhile• fierce ftghting con­

Unuod and Phlao left Nagaloncl for the •swrn co\lhWlet 

to _,tllao t103"ld support, on the question of tlaga lnde.-n­

dence and surf ac"d ln toft!:lon vta Zurlt:h on 12t.b JuM 1960. 

1he Second Naga People'• Convention was held at 

t.rngmo vtlla;e from 21•'3 tqy 19e& and third at Mokokehung 

-·••••••wffrns •• t.SJ•••• rtr r r t U_ tftu n•••• 

22 Quoted ln ~ Moaot Qa &IS• P• 22'J also 1ft 
Alcmchlba, Ill. • gg &it• P• 196 



town f~= 22 • 26 OC'tobec 1959. P~ \MaC) two ••Una• • 
tnf!tnoraftd\823 containing 16 points was drafted em laua 

submitted t.o the GoVe~nt of India. followtno thll 'h 

iAialldi.Asaf8tD was ·paea.d bo-.n NPC and Gove1181nt 
. . . 

of India, em 'the ·.atu\ July lOfD. With sa. mo~S.ftcaUon 

of NPC•s memoJ'antlta. Neleu had felt ~ plneh end \14th 

hh t.msge a\ lntematlonal fONJS at atake hCJ roadlly fiO"ed 

to the memorandum a;elnat svong objections ·f"''om the oppo­

st;tlon tn lndlon paJ'llSDent. ~tvon the \*Ord 1Nagalam' ••• 

constd~red at not Indian by •oaae peoplo, but Nehw replied 
0 Damn ttl they t1ant itt don't thtt'(l %f tM That• can 

baw thailand• d\y should the Negas not have Napland?•. 24 

Tho easence of the AQnemun\ was the formation of a State 

tllt.ht.n lndlan unton to be ca11~d Nqaland State u.lel" U. 

Eaw111a1 Affalre Minl&t:ry of the GoveiTI!tGnt of tndta with 

. e llmtW a~ tn reoarde to eustm8y law of tho Nagas, 

admt.nlsvaUon of civil and utmlnal junUca, ond ownenhlp 

and traMfC!I' of land and l'W nsoUJ.l~••• Oft t.he buab of 

tills agftement, the Thlrt.ent.h Const.l \uU.ohal Amerllmom Bill 

e.-1 the t~agaland State 8111 Wftl'e adopted ln 1962. thUs the 

Nagaland Stete caee lnto being. An lnte~riiB a1N1nuoment wa~ 

olso made by mic::h on Zntedlft Body conatstlng of 12 ~ 

chosen fi"Om h tWC was lnst! tuted to advlu tl'to- Governo:r ln 

admlntswatton for the tl'anetttona1 perled. 
• 

23 Pe the teat of 'the ...._ancba end detall of U. 
negott.atlOM, see Alf\llChlba-1-Q!i• pp.lt7-99 & 
Yonuo Asoso, Pl. ''~ pp.234._ 

24 Gtmdvla1 (1978)1 RR CJ.S• P• 12 
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thoro \1GB dlfforenc{) of or>lnion thn tho 16 pt>lnw 

~g&"eror:nt r:vcn eflOnry tho mo~rntoa. A t(Ovlchusa and eomo 

of the" 1e ad in~ t-!PC ~~.-o t·»te opposed to t.f(; ln1 tlatlng 

o pt>l:l ~teal ceto; lc-Of!nt \'ti. <::Jlout th~ pol~ttctpatton ot the 

ta:o. Th~f.'P.for&., t".'tl~n t.WC del~gJtion r:ent to ~t the Go­

V(;rruJr of A&oum \11th 't'.l'tt'tr cr.t!IO:rnn<hm ln April,. 1960 

ttov::lehusa snnt o tJrltwn st~~tt;oont to the C's0v~rnor nsyln~u 

"A sottl,-.f:K•nt ~SUP'i'DS"s thP r x1s~m:o of ttm tontondlng 

pnrt.lf!o. in thc1 ~esont trolh!C\, ono party f.s the:! tt.evcrn­

~nt of India anri tht~ o~r to ~IDT th~ NtHJD CGV~ltff.:lOnt 

ocrv;1nts or rt::t1rod ()OWrf'l!lf'nt ct~rvonts. Any· octtlc~nt 

to be f)."'maoont must eettlP, tt:o (~lffcl'('lnt:eS be'ttirccn tho 

~'tJ ru-rrtlco arri ~ft t\:'.:o t')(Jl"tl('IS must bt; brotallht togrtht'Jr ••• 

~ foreetJ ncttlrr:mnt \·.rill briftf') rwm.ofltlnt. poacoc. 25 True 

to thl.s s-tatoclont moct of t..ha ~ CQP.Y OC!nbPre t:ere 

uov~ ~1't:wnt. sPrvcnt.n ref igned foy t.htt purpese. 26 

Olwlous of tho t~FG, it consi~er~rl tho A~nt os 

t»tzmtol nm J.n c!efinneC' r:tf.PPf'd up lts gUF>I'lllc ectlvltl~n 
v 

in the'~ t~ago inhabited OJ"(~us. In tontGn Phlzo stntod f.hat. 

~f\ locdoro of Uago f)t'cple 1s convention ~o ·algncd for the 

Uage Stntn ln· ln.ii.o \;fl!O n punpet assttlblya ond that no agJ"Oo• 

could bo rcc:"gnJ.z~d l'CHJO!etlln~J th, futu;re of tlogolnnit eJteopt 

t'Ji ~l thnse ~opl~ t·tlo t~rr f1gh~!ft9 ernl t·.:ere tho .true rep­

rcsC'ntotlve& of the Ucgo t::tatlon"'. '-1 1be tlogao d~olro fOJ" 
..,.,,,., ..... ., •••••• , •· •••· -•••••• r eu•••r••• ••• 

Ulbt::don ntmnl (1978}• np e&.t, P• 119 
St!'acey,. 1'.~. (196.~). Qp c.y. p. 93 

.niSliJ;l!.t:nn.n. '"·"~on. S.C.pt.n:Jbrr 3, 1960; f;uotod tnt 
0 ·. l4.SOSO, CB.fU· fl• ,36 
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trr.le!')Gndonco stl • 1 folf'Oed an o-<:no~11hnY o si&Nl• ly groot for 
0 

·'tf'tc tfl't to s~oss 1n the lo~ run onrl ccmnc t.ll('tn·t! y 

D:r !n".!toaJl!ba tJ.:!a oosos~n::~d ot t.~lto'·chung tot:n on r.u~t. 

22, 1961. 

Aftol' tho !ntf'lrlm Body's rulo foJ: 3 'fl"'llt'"O• :'lnqillon:J 

tht> 16th Stflto ln · tho lnd!nn Union t1~s !MUGtmotctl by 

~ nadha!trtnbnon. ~ Prrst~ent of Indla on t.ho lst of 

December 1963. '" nm-1 l.U.niotzy h<'ectd by P bhllu \"JQS sr~m 

ln 'UlO e ~ day by tho aovf'JTtOr of Aoono t.".r Vishnu ~obey 

tito coneurrontly Dt"10J'n in an tho c~mol' of Nogolnm~. 

rollotJlng the inuu.~n'tlon thr> fr b'r.t gcn?J:Ol c~lt'Ctlons fnr 

Nogolcnd Sto~ u~gtolotlvo Aosemb1y ~rc hPl!:l end ~ rulln~ 

political party, 'Um tlo~o tJ~~tt.onnllst Orgontznt!on eroo to 

f)Ot:.t::r ~.11th a majol'i ty of S3 l'OC'~rn ln a h~ur-o of t3&. 

1>. Shll\• t".res rccllf'\etcd m lt·c~ ·r.r of -ato !"ullnn pol:'ty ond 

htz t1lntcu,r t'JnD ot.m:-n in on Janun!1{ .,! , 1964. A Polltleal 

Pll!'tV t:m~;m as th~ r~att.c Porty untler thr" lttadoJrohlp 

og A t:tov!chioa b:'ic.r:r..:, thn Oi'flOSltion p.gtttv t11th o S~fUJth 

~ 12 oc-~z:oo !n tho Stotn ,.t~ginlnt1ve Asoombly. 

t~t.lo tho NPC t:YDS <JOit"lJ chnod t1lth th~ !doo of! stato• 

heod t11 tlitn tho Union o:f Xnt~!o, ':!to !'~J co!'t~!nt)ed l ts ~rtlla 

oct!vlt!Nl. Dy 19@1 ~Y trt'"C' n~..::rlv ln touc:h t"J1th Pehlnton 

fo~ ems cn:1 ot!t ~ZV ~cln~.n )• In A~!! n, 19ll3• ttw Pritlo 



r:11nla~-r oil Imlla told t;lo Lok Sabho at:out tbfl t~aga Arf:1V 

using wonponn f~ foreign countzi~s. On April :a, Shllu, 

tho Chlf'f r.!intstc:r of t~~alend confl ~d that tho weapons 

of .t.ho t~a P::my hod PQ!~toton1 l!lf:.Zkingn. 26 Thus tn St')!te 

of the p.Togross. cf ~go.tlatinn bflt\;;-een t~ and C'~r-rmt?nt. 

of lndlv th~ Mega pooplt; cont1~d to suffer th~ pains of 

Glvon tb:l.s uncortalnty tho tlagaland Baptist Church 

council tn tts eonf~ronce at. t::'ohhn on Febru,:~rv 24• 1964, 

r~eolvod ta constt.tu~ a pt'aee mission. Fo!lOt"dng this 

resolution e t!lroe-o:,r~r ponce a1oslon tJSS formed tn 

April 1964, eonslotin,n of Jaya t:Takash Narayan, ·then 

Dlroetor of tho Snrwdoya eovmont of Vlnobhe Bbnvo,· 

a.P" Challho. t.h~ th~n cttlef f.:11nietor of Assam oJ¥1 &v. 

r~1tchn.nl Seott., n ~th()r for Human Rights. Through the 

efforts of tho Pr ace ~lssion the filF<i and C-ovt"~nt of 

Im'lla earn:: to a c~aonfirC> oC)Toeof.lnt t.1hicb CGm!l into eff«Jct 

on SG!)wnbe'r 6, 19641 Dmlti or~ct jublltrtlon. 'nw 12 

oc-mb~r opvost!on f)C:rty on thin CtVent reslt;n.~d tlnbloel; from 

th~ len~telotiVts osst"'tt:>ly and demnmfc:Jd t,hf" dissolution of 

~ Ansmbly• t.bf:". oxt.si:(tne('l of t·~bleh t.tmy sta~d was obsttut'• 

tint'! ~P f1ntll politiGo1 sr·ttlcnr.:nt of the Naga Issue. 

$ ---••r.J_,_ ...................... -LI'Illt-



'lbo J.'OuCo otoston !)l'onont~cl o list of r.l:r:G~-a:t.&. 

to thn contend inn pm:tt('ln in \-.taidl 1 t ur()nd tim !~anas to 

voluntt-1rtly join tho ltr.i!an Union, anrl Ul(' r~rr~nt of 

lml1D to conoid~r tJays of wetlng th1' £)0!1 tleol asf)!J:'a­

tlons an' in~tns'W of t.Slt" t~egeo to tho omd.mun nooai.blf'. 

It orrongod tolks bott·:ot'n thP b:~ t"on\'A:rv.~il\9 porti~n and 

loter on Prtmo ra.nlstortal !f'IV('I! bP'b-mcn Indirs Gnndh!, 

thn Prltl~ t:ilnls~r of lndln an:~ t~ughoto Su!thal, '\to L'i&J.s!D!"frF 

(Primo Mlnl&~l') of thn rs~. 29 

Tho _pcoco talks, hOtvov~r, could not rPeoneilo tbo 

~ '-1~ froa thrs sta!'t. The r-~ tr.t1aooed ~neognttlon 

of t!'tt'!t" nOVC'rolgn"y an:1 th"'lr rlczht ~,o oolf c.krtc•rminoUon, 

t:~ll!o ~ Int!t.an Govol'rrt~nt ontntowd that l ~ could not 

ontoJrtein vny demun:"n \~co ih-:slc ,rtm1cr~ (!J.d no~ occo(lt 

t~agalend stotut> t""Ji thin t1'w lnd!an Un'jon. Not looa ~an 

slx roun-:~s of talk t-:c-~ro hn!.d t:Ji tb tht'-· P:rtoo ll!nlatc'!r of Wia 

but ba~ nldos eould no~ c~rmlsc th~tr atan~~. I~vDrtho­

l~se, ·.Jte Pl:'tct~ f;!intowr of l:ld!a ln tho 4th t•cur:r' of talk 

nttio o Gigni'l'ieant. concecst.on tndieoUw.; thot a ec-,tUc~t 

tn thln Irulion Union oood no-c neccsallr11 y bf' t1i thln tho 

eonot1tutlonol fr~~rh.30 But thor~~ ~oi~d persia• 

tont tn theil' s~nd. em !'4 July 1968, r.~s Xnd!z.a t~nndh.l 

told tho Lok Sobhs thl)t ~to Intl1an Covrrl'Elt'nt hn:t no lnten-

........ . .. ---PET ............ , -
For dotatlo of ttl!' ~nee mlaslon !)r'OPOOol a~ mtnutoo 
of tho !"Otm!'lO of 'tallu; t DCO Arat:J, Jr t ( 1974), ~QSQ I.J'l 
t!Qg~, f.!'mld..C!elnrmnnn i?tth!!eht'l"'Ct t~,.-, Dol 

Yonuo AooGC, ( 1974) • Op Cl t, Pl'• ~ 
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tlon of nsumln9 tho ~occ negot!ottonn ot tho camcnt. 

Tho .lcl!)anse !~"<d to . furt..hcr oceunen. e of eonf'ronttltlon 

~tt'!Cen the lft(,!an ooeurt ty foreos and the tlogo ore.y. 

illlli .t d. . b I 6 

Potoful events began to occur in tho t¥~ eq ~n 

docdloct~ of tbC> '~Ygotlot1on• been~ evldent. The t<!FG 

clondestinoly began sondl~~ ocn for ~ and guerilla tro~ 

1~ to Chtnn. 31 tllllc this step tla5 bolng planned General 

l::O!to tho V:cyo r~t!o~~r (OcfC'ntE'l r::tnistcr). !ltorted differ­

ing t11 th the t:f; lr-arlcrohtp. Ho t'JOO lnd1gno'tr"d for Mt 

· botnry eonoultad on t~"' elgning of :C~aseftrc- ~N!ncnt and 

over tho tJC"lectton of mon for tho mleslon to Chinn. J'\ttded 

with h1s dlnsotlafoet!on wtth Phlao's ochttiVOOOnt abroad 

Con<~ral rtoit.o began eho!lenglnq ~:ii)~rs portlelpatt.on ln the 

tolhs t-4 th t.hn eowrnnrnt of Wto. He deatnltk:Jd Ulot lf 

~ wgot!.n~tcn cannot ~1ng any m~wdtote eo!utton ~ 

rro ohould hond ever a!J~ pm;:cr to an orny g~rn:aont hooded 

by hto~t!lf. norm aftr r hr otc9t'd an obol"tlvo otll tory cour,. 

and then &ot-Jp on t®y t"i)V("rrt:rnt. ln Jenu.')rv 1069, r>l t.ted 

cgoinst tho· tlN \11th tho eul)pOrt of the Intllon outl"lor!.ty. 32 

Out lto V1DG osoostoot('d on ~nt 3• 1063. 

•uu J .,.,,,.,•m•••• ~~'•••••uuiiU Jll 11 ••••••• ••• 

3! By lot..r-r pnrt of 1966• f.!PO hnd oont t1'ft, T .H t'!ulvah 
CiJ!c;nl?Otcntt.ory& on:;1 Orl{!o·.:teJ: Thtnosol!(" t-.rl th 
3:X> Mr>n ~ fhtno. Yontto f~o, " 'f'1• !'•3C?Jolco 
t!ltx--(~n r.u-r.a!, l97a, £tQ c:a. , t'• 4 

t3S.bndon tliz'n,11t (1979), £It (;1.~·· p• 172 
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f.bllo thio splt t tV3S tal: ittJ ?locn t 'l ~o A!'f!1od t·~tnq 

tht\t"O tJas olso rl1sscn~ton tn tho tlR.i. f>co't3 !..\"AA ~ t#a:\lab.c 

had sl!'rarly l"~ai(.'Jn.ed ln 19M and ~.-:~s cueccodod by G. Clltes!u 

Mtt::r ts"le $!Kth rouwJ o'l ~!t! ~4th the- c~rrt"K!nt of .x.•la, 

ttugbDto Su!tho! tho L\'t£ IQJ.amr.:~ ~Jho hroaded the r:c~n cJeloga­

tton rosigftt'd from offif'c at tho face of' hf'ottrd cr1 ~cla.'Zl 

for- hls !n()btll tv t.n of'hi~ving ony J'lOlf:tt~al qo!nt fi!'Oo tOO 

prolonged n,~t!ot.tcn. 11\r>ec t\".:o lccdt'!"O alonu t"Jl th I~ to' o 

fol10t'.l'lft\ f~ci o rrt"J fX'Illtlca! pcrty cc!lcd Council of 

tlc9a p;'cp!o t.n r~~Z' 1• 1963, and dt>e!er<Jd o Lrvolutlon~y 

Uowrt'C(In~ of ·tlosolon:t. 33 Bealdos tbtn dovolopoont 1b:mrjtl 

Chang the &.zwb (ltwe>rnor) of Turonscng eloo e~unectl tSw 

•secesolon• of his Qroup fne 'tt$ t~i tn r.prt.l 1\1 1969 ond 

~o~d 1iton~d.ng ~oup•. 34 t~ont·.h!lo !n eos:-ly 19001 !t poe 

eom"!rced tlu>t l&e!t S\-TJ on1 c-enerol t~.J t11 th o thtn.tsend 

r::;cn hctl reoehed Chino. 35 

11\o llrco!t:•cn1oy groups r'oclo!:MJ tlm:nsclvo~ roccly for 

full ond final sottlreC'n":. t4thtn lnd!an Un!on ~ov!d<-d the 

tlotJOS received o eert.o!n t;~ight.oge a~ !n ettlluslcn \'1Ith tho 

~~ian eccur! ty fo:rc(!>s attcn~tc>d to f!unh out the t·lh.?. 36 

'ih.'"> tJ,reot(\at feat ln thin o'\:tcop{i. tJOS th£" lnt.er«:P!)t!on of 

~ftr'rcl r~Mru on--J hlo tld .. na-tza!ned C!!Or!llon t-!111~ on thcoll' 
* lA 1 tU - ••• I I'*F1 Jl tiQ' ...... _. t i :1 1 a• • t 11-

33 S!ngb, Prohceh. lltaSJft~Ql.\ilt ( l\'J7l) • t~1 flo!t~t., n.l6'2 

34 Gurdovlo. 11/JJi e. &Pace Ap £3PNI1cllih (1975)• p.!93 

35 l!l~. v.3 

36 no:aallilbcn1 I~ct111Ska, Qo ~:.,U, P• 4:>3 



rotum to t~agalarrJ. This was docla!:nd by tbP Defcnec tUnlstcr 

of India on 1 APril 1969 l.n Lok Sabha a& ~ •br('lek1n:J of the 

bactt.bano Gf tho olst~,:uiclcd oovetl<'nt•. :rt Theso brrak•away 

~ups later formall.y surrendered to the C10Vc~nt of Xndlo. 

In accordance with tho Canstttutlon of Indlo ond lts 

1)%'0Vlsions ~ GE'eowl GencrDl Blcetlon was held in 1969, for . 

the State AOnernbly. 'lhf' dofunctod Deooeretlc Porty re&u~ 

on United Front of t!ogalond (UFrt) on1 eontosted egoln!lt the 

ultng m~l tht' lottf.r rctn!ncd 1 ts cwjof!~ the ox..Chl<"f 

f;'11n1stt.-r Moktstu:! S(!mo ,-mo took ()V():t from\~ .t~. J\n9GPt ln the 

prrv.t.cus tGto v;os ror-l~·cted thlf'f t1ln1stcr~ The M~ took 

the! d~foat of lf1':U \'1hleh \10& &yrnpathc-tlc to tho t~ as o turn 

of t'Vt:>nts aga!Mt ~R; of th~ varlcue elr-·oont.s t'Jbo \~ro tlUS­

~ctod o~ syopot.bles for thr tw eeusc. 38 Afwr fhts ClnO 

'\t\o 1971 ol(:•tcm Jok Gebho poll t:~tlt':re the sttt1n9 mrtimro 

of m-:o. s.<;. JC!tltr J.oo't Uagalen:J1s only tot: Sabtlo soot to 

tim ku.r:ter of trftl A. r,..£'Vlchu$o \·iho hnd atood for roeUflPtlon 

o~ nogotiotton t1l th tl'l.c! undcr§rcum :~no. 

On 1 Juno 1912. the Govcrt'IDOnt of Indta U'onsforrod 

thC', offotrs of tlllgaloml from tb1' Extt-rrwl Affotn r.Unletl'y to 

the t~tnstty of Hcee t,ffoll'&. 39 t'leamihllo, spor~.file lnst.onees 

•l I ••0#11 J-1 ···-----···---

37 Dr. Ar;;.c-. (1974)• Qa "*• P• 203 

33 llao&w!>vn, t ~.adhlka, 9.2 S::l ,,, p.ll33 

39 Yonuo Aooso. (1974), fJ2 GJ.l• P• 376 
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of vtolonco eontlnued on~ on ~o a A~ust 197~, tho under• 

gromtd attcm!'tod t!w llfo of ttokt.she fJOt'ltl, the Chief tllntator. 

of t~o!tmd State.. Th!o 1('\d to tht!' ~emulCJotton of the Un­

!Ct'Jful t..ctlv!t.!es (Prc;.Vt-nt!on) Act of 19611 bonncd t..t<to ttL• 

the t.s7t1 ~~ tho tJ~o flli:Oy, Termtnotion of tho C'~aecflJ:e 

~r-nt and dt.oso1utlon of ttl.." poocc · oooervero team. 10 

this t'.10D follov.lld by ono~r ansostno·,lon ott...~pt on tho 

llfo of s.o. Josok!.o, tJ'u'.n 2dueotton t.U.niotcr, on ~th Octo• 

b~r, 1973. 

In Pobtuory 1914, tllo thltd Oonoral ~loctt·1ns to 

t.bo S~to ASnctlt>lv t:l"!'fl twl[.~ ln t:J •1~h Um U'nl ted 'Orooerottc 

PronJ (tiDP') • o ean:J!.rntlon oe thf!· UR·J ond l.l t>~a!:-nt"Joy 

9J!'f)up of ttl).o.ec~ b t~r. V!nol ~ t'JCO on cet!ve ~&-
, 

o~ the t:ir. t!l.l tho l9t<> spl! t:. t'J:=9 ~!t~ctcd S$ tho Chlt"f 

U!nls~ r • Th~ i.IDP f'PI'eUf\d a pol.!C'y of J:(·conet!latlcn tJitb 

tho t~. lt doc!o:r«t that the tJagD DX"O~lC'm VJSS 8 D01!t!ea1 

ooo l!:'a~r than a C"iueotton of Law esr Order and tiorf1cd for 

tho release of pal! t!ea! nr!oonrrs end fo~ d!rcct t.o~s bet­

tt·lin ~ Covf'rfr.l<:nt of India ort!1 ~ ~m. Out the t:tnl.n~y 

eeuld not last mrn &ifr-ct!· :n o~ !t.s rrrv~re bogon ond finally 

t1:'K'- C"1Werf'fJt\nt of Iw!a au~rK'nded the ooaecl>ly and proc!ab:ctl 

~st.eont's Pu!<: on f.:a!'eh :>:", !915. on1 th!o eltuct!on 

rcnainod !n fo~~o tt?EGu·;~• ~ t·oc,r'30fiCY• ~!1! t~vocttor, 1977. 

40 Yonuo Asoso, Qn. fl!ia p. 3111 
• 
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Tho eomtn~ of ~ ~ powo~ tn 1914 ushe~od 1n new 

ot~tJ~ for ncgot!et!on end evrn eftt:r \tu)fz foU !n eDrlY 

1915, ~ lnl t18tf.vc made~ ront!.nood. Tht-OttJ~ the Uag.oland1 

Pcac(l Counclla C'fforto ln 1975 on 11 r~~r an ngtoooent 

ttnot·;ft es the Sll!llonq AC~oJ:d tJan tl'cebr-d between the ~a-~ 

\"~rhcrc t.n tho oo inlctrl on!J th.f' Govcrmr of f~auolarrJ on 

behalf of tho Gowl"tt:X'·nt of lndto. ihls accord ccnststed 

of throe ela'lm.cs• thr um:Jorg.rouM rc.mresmtot.tvec of thou 

Ot"m volt ~!ion oceot>tocl "ho Constl t~t!on of lnd:lo• undergroUJYJs 

~ulcl dtrpos! t ?kit Cl1'1n$ ot eppo!.ntcd plcecn, ond thnt tbe . . 

urnkrgrouat:ts choulcl have ttflo&onotllo tllnc' to fomfd.oto otheJ~ 

issues ~er \i!scuao1on t·or final oottlem''nt. Jro1!«11ng tb1s 

oceord tkgo pOll tlcol prisoners \'1Cre roleascd anrl tbc' tPG 

borl s~rlco og mr.oti~:n to cltseus& ~ noture cf a pol!t!col 

so~t!~errnt t:J!th ind!o. 

In i'.ho of~OX"t to solvo tho eonf!tot tho !'3ogos hovo 

~micd th3 partlel!'a~ion of A.z. R!!zo ln tho ~,otlotton 

on..: !n JU!l(> 1977, Ph!EO crt f:::Ororj! IJeSll! 't!1rn f'J:!t:lQ tU.n!o'tc>r 

of ~!o ot u n ~n. out thr ck~l!oer~ on the tssuo of tlcgo 

InGepcrnt~onc<? f.fl'~Vollrd. Howcvflra tho Uoucn rcofff.l'tlcfl their 

eonf!rlcnec in tho lcat.lershlp of f-htz.o tn ~lC ~~- (Conference) 

tn 1979.41 An1 tn •sunnco of ~1& thero hovo boon efforts 

...,,, ..................................... ffi.}I111 .... 1 • ,, .. 

41. Tho ConfC"'t'r'ncc t.:s twld ot r~Y.Jnct:t:l vt '!).!o(:e on-.:2 tJ\o 
E"Ooff!mo~on of v;,:~zo lrodrrnhl.n t·;ao ttlo fire~ r<J­
solutton naescd ln ~r- Conff'!'ence. 



to b~lnG Ph!Z3 into tho ~icturo of pol!tlcal nPgottotion 

\J! tb "\:he Glfvermrnt of !ndlo w1 thou~ prCleomf. Uon lold bo-

Tht1 st{mln~ of Shillong Aecord brou;;bt et»ut wS.de 

d!!rfc?onc:os cmongst tho r~ogce. Thczo t":e!'o foctlnoo d1o 

eons!doJ:ed thr.! AecOZ"d c& betrayal o.W to (emons·:roto thciJ: 

r?lsogrecoent a qroq, of r daeoted young oon end t'JUJOn cJt£11 t­

rotcd to 1'1bet ond 13onglodt's7l t.n 1976 for ollt'WJ:y ond ?Oll• 

tteol tl'o!nlnt!• 42 :rn tho Ouma-bllood cat'3!J of ~ tlFG the 

Gencrol Seerotcry of tit;• Th. r.1ulvo oto~ a coup d'"'tot 

otat1 clonn t;zl th tho Fan tern tZ!lco tlt:rtlonol Council forroodo o 

t.klola~ orlon~d t~otlonol Socla!.tst Council of rJagoland 

(NSC~l). onrl a G:JV("'!'rf!lent of tM Pc-cp!o1s l~epublte of ~alond 

was t.ktelared on 2~ February 1000.43 1b!s 9'ft'up eondemnod 

the Shlllong i\ccord cs 1\:.r( ason' o~ reoolvoo too eonttnuo 

to f!ght for on lnde!'()nj~nt Uogolond. It occuncd tho Nr£ 

of ecntrol!sinq authortty on a fcr.tly or tt-.o and thef.r rr!o­

't.!ons. ond doMuneed tho leodorshlp of Ph!zo foff Mt eom.lcrnnlRf) 

·t.tte 1 trr>oson'. !t. ruled ou .. ~ t!'1C 'lllus!on• of nmng tJtmolam 

throu~h pooeo~ul coons .:44 Thun ~ tklga ~lo~t.onol ioouc a till. 

remains on ongoing ond un:;redletablo ~n't. 

42 

43 

fJ!oodon, f·~tmal (1978), !2m C&.t.• p. ~-6 

~~n~f_J'Jm.Jl·~~~~·~. ~J.ffliS C.g,pJ'l!:Jl tf 
_..£!!_§},_~, Oit1~;-(itL ~hP•· l . 

• ~. p •. 3!) 
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lludolf Hcli!b<:r!o stotrd ~tnt in avolu3tln'3 s social 

SOVC".OOnt 0 m ~ oovtn:1 on ~ trcoehnrous (3roua:1, tihore 

passion on(! J)3:"("1judtco thJ"Cstcn to C.:!o ~ objC>ettvltv of 

om jud~nt'·.1 · Thlo ~s oo::c so tn t.1'w ntu··.y of o prot• 

rae ted en:; o~o1m} ratl'\:'('nont nuch cs ·~nt of the tt:lgcs. 

HO\"X)VCJr, S.n objrct!ve inru~: t.'X" rrt.tc-O?"t tc urn:orntand 

thr va '.m~s that fomrd tt-~ ld~o,.og,, tht' mottvotton, tho 

eh!"f ehe!rac~rtotico, fti:1~Ul"(' of action ontl thr o!!tjt:'etlvo 

cori ts oQ' thr m~vcment. 

r:o find the N.,gos wor(' ovorcomt"~ by notionolt.at othos 

on ~ evr of tnd!on ln~lc~mlcoco ani hoo developed a dcop 

sense o~ eeparatorieoE froo th~ Indian peopl~. hlsto~icolly• 

eul turo11y • c~i poli ti.cnlly. 

Thls eonsctouonroo la o!?tcn or:a~d by tilony mltOt;'n 

to bf\ o dc!lbrrato a:·o:.:oot. of nx-~~sh rule on~J thr c;hrlstlan 

o1!.1slr~n. nut euch a f'o~:· !an!.cn t'OU! : !1c t.oo fcr-:Jntchrr:d 

for the Orttlob'n f')rof!t o:rt.entr-d n~~in!strotton tmnoGod tho 

.tnrwrliftr4 tlNjulntlon 1\et of 1993. only to !~G!lt~n ccor>!.l~o-

t!.on in ~e Nogo Htlls. 

d PF I ····--ll,. .. r ...... JI Ol$ ... •rJT • .Irliii .. 9"P..- ...... .__ 
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quencos on tho coming togotbP.t of tho bill poo!)lo and the 

volley poop\" but 1t tJ,?s not. a c!e~.lborDtc o~~cmpt. oo for 

thfl mtsslonorlf's perham; they can oo blcmf'd for cdt~otl~ 

the t.~as on~ thus 9tv!ng tru m 't;.h" eoorn: to sec \1!,(;.'er hor1• 

zon but nn othfll' o!lPgat!on has ony oubs~nef>. 

Hut~ve:r, tl\'3 e·)ntribu~ion of thona fo~eittn agenctea 

to ttc tle!Ja ceperDt!so ('~fmot ~ o1 togctbc r rulr,d out. 

ThUo t'Xl nay ~o 't'~ th f:unclcvJ.a t-:lmn 1m Goys 0 ccttaln bls­

to~leol ocelclents cambl~ti conectaus!y or uneonsctounly 

.... proolnt'nt eoon~ thocc ~:as tilt"- oystc"o og rf.~idly eac:lu­

stvo arto!n1at.rotlon o, ~npt.rd ttut"!nt~ t.hc Or! tish. pC'lletd and 

cr-rt.:lln lnfllJC'Inces: f'('rhc~ Jtlbf.ood from forcl~n m1enlona­

r1<'s also, ol thou.;1l l t tA.lU,,d oo lnv!:;J.oun to l("v~l a C)CI\0""' 

rDl aeeucat1on of ony e:,nsc-1oue fostrrlng of euch VA'nt;en-

c!ro clth~r ooo1nst tho Or1~inh officers or ~'~ olsslonarlean.2 

the Nogo uof)orotis."!l eon bP bf!Gt extllolmd through 

~ho historteol DCrn~etlv~ of ooetal( progress among tho 

w~.tt ~ups and ·the gaf) of prtmorc~tal sc.,t~nt t'1hlt:h cxta­

tcd !Xflor to the !'Oct.~.: of ~· Brt. ttoh \~dent>•i clurtntJ tho 

<:olon!.u! ero. Gunrk·vlo not!'ch etht"- only Incltan ·that fl!.:ent 

t:11. th tho Ori tish Offlcrr \:an ~o •ne,oy' tn unifortl or thO 

eeilp fo!l()WCIJ" of ttl., ert t!.nh ~ul~~ 1 both of \-:hom t."mro lcohnd 

u,on t;y tho Uogos O$ tilt"' lc.'ts!t!Ootc tsrgot of a~tact:, on 



~ vengenco oust be \"t!:t"!e!todO. 3 To tllio t1C" may !X!d the 

Nagoo t loU>l' ("ftCOUft~t'$ \;1 '?..h the arrogant el< rh, th(l un­

scrupulous bustmsctlf"tn anti ~t' cco'tc' Hf.wv.*u t'ttG C!)nsf.!1C'I"OU 

the Nagos a c. un~..oucnnb!C>o. 1'twsr dlarec: tern ap~ttt"'tl to 

tho r~ll oin~; as tntrln!'le to on Ittiion prrsoanU.ty. 

Th('\J'C!i'DrPt tho t~atsr ~ cont.!'i pt eor the p!a!.nco~n ~j(lrclswd 
' 

nn.:~ \:!'to Orl. t1sh cr)i}!n!s~ntor 0 t'lfl not. t.'lln!! hls buslfK'SS 

to to!!o ecr!.ois ng~tce of ~~1r, cont!~J1nn an!mosi ~. l{o 

t"JSS on'.v ttw:ra to oa(l \hot ·~oo tJsgo did no·:; cotnl t r.:n.adcrt. 4 

Tho ecof)letc loet: o~ tn'C.~E"cetion '1tt!:ln1) tho British 

rule hcpt tho t~oo 0\·JaV from 't.hf' IrrJtcn n:r~lonol s~~lE'. 

Ao Joyo Prot:~oh t~ovan5 O[)l!ttd thc-, t3o~oo f a!!Pd to vtolon 

a s~o'Ws t·4thin !oocnr~E;nt. !n,;to. :.c!dcd to ~in aeeorrllnn 

to him ,.,oa 0 ~1lf· un!mfr;~~n::;~2.vr mDl'l~:·r cn:.~t~~!t of t:n;ters~end­

ino of ttl(\ Aonao mrJ ;lr .ton r-ovrr!'e(\nts ln t:('la!ln,--· vJ! th then 

(ik14jes) ond '\:.ht'!.!' llfipb'ation.t~6 

. 'thus f31Vnn t.tw w!doly "11ffnr1n') llf.~tol"f.Co! nsoorloneo 

tho t3agoo wore ~ c.uJght up t.n tkr' t"to~ og oot!onollcm ln rlfro­

l'..s!o !n tht' nost-t.o~!(~ ~ or :n: onrJ ~t~· cl!vr:rte~1 ~~n frca 

~'>ntc'-rtalniru,, any trlca of sbt·J!'ifl9 on Indf:\:1f"rrlcnt lnd!a • 

.................. _... .. at ·--'P':I·-------191 t I 'fill f I .... 
3 

4 

5 

~andnv!o, (l9?e), Qa f-&£, p. u1 

J!'-1&·1, D• 59 

N~oyon. J.P •• thtign D~,li.'lli! it\J.m!l.w,. tJ,,vseht~t.ll'l:l 
Prottenhan, Va~m1oot. r·~ ne h , Y1t:), p. 31e 

.6'l&r1. P• 314 
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t(hllo dc,lnl~tons and ottrlbuteo oi notion, not!Ona• 

llty1 on,; na\'.lonolinm t~ttl:; bolon~ to o t:lt!or l!onuln of 

stut:y, ln th!s t.10rt~ the r!aga tdeolomr to deft~d oa o na• 

t1ono1!st lr:oolo~iV• ThlD 1s ooeo'ttlf?' of the eto,lo :reas.on 

tbet o group of tx'Oplc lnhabttt.n~ o dofin.(!!d wrrttc'Jry eol• 

1N:t1vely sh~ed th() bP,.lrf of oo!nu a d!ot!net 1'€0f)ltt 

t::!lrt.hy of ~~ otntuo of e scvc:~utgn m~on-stotc, o ... 

st!!'u.~nlctl to ochlevc the sene. l.ltf> lstme had emar9Cd much 

before the tntlc-pcneo of l:·.dto, and• thrr0fos:-~, ~ (Uentlon 

of coll!ntJ it o &r-C!er,et.ont.ot oov~.t'nt t!oN> m>~ arl.so. the 

Cltfll"()Solon oi? '\:.h!e notlena,.tsm boti been tlle t$eoom:l for cclf• 

dotGm!no,.~1on. Th!.o Q:rho!)S la t"t'h.:rt Hans l~hn moont d!Ctn 

he t-:roto ~·very flC"Otl'lC' Dt1d-tcnod \:a no'<.lono!icm aces DOll• 
. 

t.!ec! colf~c:rt~roln,,~lon cs ito f30:!l. 7o bt' aet')orato. d1n• 

ttnet, un:: S.nr1orwrrlcnt frcr o'\:.IYr.- notto~~. cmd e~uol to 

~bco t.s t.hC:~ fli:n .cr cnto! clc1o of natS.unal!.o'ta for ~b.' 

~oplC"".-7 

Z::lS:tJ-.9 hed obi:ltJrvod tb;;t ot the to!'<l of "M 1ltu~y of 

nnt!ono!l.st ctJvet:onts ll.<'c t.IV' veJted cucstlon of ethnlclty. 

Th!s hnvc etgn!f!eont tf!l:>ltect!on in thfl U.nCJ&S c:oncopt of 

t.tr-h not.f.onaJ.!~. As o\:.o<Wd in Cbnptc.r ttJ3 til<: \~ tmga 
•- • ....... ,....,... • u• • r r * •• 11.., W• r.,.. ..,,. •• ........ 

-7 ftoba. Hons, urloti.nolismP I ln• 'fl"IPJ~AQQQUJJSIS&la­
~1 fa.£1.a~, fis:.irD.t.P&.• ':ol. 4• P• 65 

Sraitht A.~ ... (t- d). (!916), ~£g& 111}.,lpj; JhVCZCD\1• 
l1Qen1l,,on 4-:Z.'<'so. ¥..£)ncl~n. "· 



oneonrpaseoo o con;)l~t>utlon of tti.brts and sub•t!'S.bt's and 

t'ho conselouontN:ta og no~!cnal!ty \"10~ conf!nt'!d an.rJ. J~lmttcd 

to t:·.NlC trlooe nlona. Thece ~!.~o ~lf.Mfe that they C()!!l(j 

f~am D eocmono orlgln and hav~ e~Ml!~rlty of rulturo! prnc• 

t!ee. Reelol pur! ty €ol"'C'd 'tf'lc !";csts of thc<lr natlcnall ?.y 

1n tho fashion of Jmiah c:onerpt of the •e:.oscn ~oplcf. 

lt !o kx'eouse of th!s t<t. ... nocentr1sc that otbor: ~ibes or 

pco!)!('! dto hoo for ca!M;t· ioroblc: tit1c' rost.det: !n t~a crooo 

- r:u!tto 1 t~churis. t~polosc or cey o~r eo:l6:Jn!.ty cons1• 

derod non-t!aga • ~Jc,ro ~xe!ut:iod in tl"w movot':C~nt. 

Such nn~io~'llst !doolo9y us~oooo tho ,o!it1eo1 

unl~y of o people ora~ !ntJ fretl t~f.z eultur~l an1 linguict 

kt.nsh!p. It nsecrto '?.hr~ thto ·~t~rrl~lol• unlty lo poll• 

tically mf)~r. ltl~rtent. ~\Oil any r:t.vlclcM ~· ~~~t tho pecplo 

cM thot thC' &0.1~ l.ogltitlnt.r ~UldO !o ~!eD11n;; t"Jith Ott'~J: 

~o~!Nl !o ·~f\'L tn~rl"'ots o!? t.hc un:Jivldecl notlen12 • 
9 Thlo 

charcc~rlntte of the Ncno !de~!ovv to v~ry ~onsp!ruous 

tn thnt tho Ncgas rhot<J un1 '(.y on: I o cor:::JOn f'N!Jt'Coston as a 

fX"'Oplo !n~~lts.o of tl\t::l fact tbot tboy hcvo be-en divided 

!nf!o osnv almlntsttDtlve unl to on1 evan c;lurr~f.C'Io ... Indio 

and Durma • 

..................... J[f .......... "tlibtl•······ • 



1thnoeontr!~ la alao entailed by ona•n ottoeh­

cent to om'o tribe• elon onti llnoagt\.. Anrt concept of 

r&lgo notion rtta~ on th-e Unity of ~ibrtl. A tr!oo on 

th(' t011~nnaoe of or!, 11n owl dlv!<~d tnto clall$• and o 

clan d1vtr:cJ to l!~~Jf'!: cnc ~ i'cal!let1. !t. lo t>,ceouse 

of ~ls ~oneept '\:hot t..~ oandoto ~~, :\he t~JC clota rost 

u~n the r(!prc··~ntativc;, vlct-J of th~ elon. vl!lc:go and 

~!be az saru~ttoi'W'd by thr:t.r rC'C!Jf"e~!vc r~ll tv. It no• 

vor foe~d o ~upulcr vot1n~ of ~P ~op!~ exc~~t the 

f)lcb!e!te. Thl!l r.hnractr:rlctlc: of the lt'cGlogy ol~ 

led to ~D .blPS.i. ocpcration on e!on or ~ibo boslo f.n 

tho CV(\ft~ Of S't'hf.Dm• 

Go91ng on 'Uln ot.ltnie ryrlnctp!t: these ~ro trn! ts 

o~ tovlvnlltm anJ n:ltivf.cm ln the t~c;Jo l<tcology. Idyl• 

!le vtor' of til~ f)Ost t!ceo r-ocf.('tv ond !tr c:tcroe:tor!st!cn 

~~o dooer~d cnrl o movo to rnvlvo or t~ntoro such o 

s~.,to of llfc t:DG !n·itcotcd. At the OCOC' timf' tho t~lm 

o1 p~lng th~ not!Pty of ~antod altcne, of cultural 

o!cc~nts of for(:)f.gn orir!n or oi both f;1{l~ o strU:lftn 

potnt ln ooblllstn;, tho Pf"Oplc. 

Tho !dooloqy of tJo{)S oovcm~nt ia l!'('lvoluttonm:-y tn 

~1nt every t!cga a £:L~ly has ~en f"ft'cctctl by 1 t. !n srew 

\"JOV ·or ~ otlwr end t t O('ct:e for ra~1!ec1 sotl()-Cieomotc 



1S6 
and pol! tleol ehan,no. Tho con~tl ~tton of rlN; stotos 

~oeh Nogo vtllago is o ~~publle ln lts own rtght. EaCh 

Nego fad.ly or tr1oo ~cuplos ito et:n 1ilsttnet rollglon, 

and $hall ecnt!nuo os before> to C'neretoc full cuthori ty 

over 1 ts ~ o-2¥. alro tm:lurltng Lo\71 Proet!eo ooo c ustoms0 • 
10 

Th!s \"1SS the pol! ttcal order the- y see'· to lm tl 'tutc!. Joy a 

Pra::ash t-Joroysn st.Qtcd !n t.ht"' XQY£ tmlJS! of thfl federal 

Govorro:;nt that t:tht' s t!'UQ{;!'"' le-d by tWts ccr.not be rrgcrdod 

os o ~r~ pro!>lm o-2 !ct"J on:-i ordor. I'\: !o tiO~t er-rto!.nlv 

a struggln gor notional frC'odco. It ~.oc!i not o!o ot over• 

\:.hrot·J!nt] a govrrntlen~. but J.t ccrtoln!y olna at ~ng 

otrt o 90vcrm~n~, viz. t.'hc c:nvcrrrncnt of lntita t:blch lt 

re9~ oo co~!i>llshod by force • • • 'i"hrt t~ago t'X'oplo arc 

u~u~sttondbly a natton~. 11 

Tho Emergence of ~t~ q"vo o Mtt ldoclog!eol dt.mon­

slon to thf! tlaga ~nt. lt.s t:UJnlfeoto ~cl~cd o ata:oug• 

<Jl.c ~or o oovrr~lgn ~3oualan~ tbrooo_,h tSCt3 wt ~ soetolleo 

oo tho ooclo-cconomte qool bnstng on tho felth in the sol• 

VDticn of Josun thttct end thC' coons t.'lrouqb ares. It 

••••••••• J- qp- f 111JI······ •••f _${ ••• ._. ....... 

10 /Uc:nch!bQ. tl., (1970), Op t:tt, p. 184 

11 f t!gca.-cophuft9t (1976), 1£eneu; of Sutag. Tor::n Pl:'lntlnq 
t:orhe, l'bphnl, n. 26 



stotods 0 lt f.s OJ:On and omn c(Joln thot will oove cur na• 

tlon and ensure frccdoo to the f)N)ple0 • 
12 

1bo t&:et.J mQrlo a departurn from tr·c•s ayst._.-;rJ of or­

gontsa'Clon ond poltcy !n thot lt by--ponned ~ trcd!~onal 

eoncont of union throu~h tr!~al offlltattons, and reprenen­

totion. It oloo clci'tnea tho clvtiS <.llattnetton in Uogo so• 

eloty. Tho CM'·"'lOltln;J elcso eonnt~t!ng oatnly of 8 t.he J:e• 

~ct.tonnry tza! tors, tht:;> 1'>url"ouerato, a hn:Kifu! of rteh oen 

cn:1 the !n:t!an vomln" and th!" ~xnlo!tc-d c!GtH· \h(l •oasses•. 
' 

!)Tho eont·otU.ctlon ~nt cxlot bt''tt-tc<:ft tho tt"A3 cluszcs oro 

nurh that \her~ c:ould be ne ~C'til\9 !'Oint t~:hnt!loevcrh •13 

r.:lnn1fGoto of f&:"~Ct3 oxpllcl tly ototcd• ll~ cletntorahlp of 

tho pr-of)!o throut.h an o::-gr.:nlootlon f.o, lfrlltlponso~lo ••• 

and tho oct!vf" prne~leo of tkmocrccy tJlth tote organlectlon 

1o un:,u~ntloncb!r for the eclvotlon of t!or-alandu. 14 Tho 

!nc).f.n)~!,on tm-~s t.ico!.ot concC'pt of rovo!utton tn tho 

~!!!.tl !o !tnpl!ct t UlCO' ;t for th<"·lr tZ'C'i.)'t!r;c on rolf.glon 

t"Jh!ch obv!ously to ~t!eol on thr'tr pc!"t for the Nnga . 
f'C'_.Ory!o•s lnrie~em:~r.nt bollef ln Cod 1n ·~ pcrnon of Jesun 

Ckr!nt. 

Th1a hac ol~n '\'ho nottonol1oto of t!~!C •s eamp and 

t:Sf:l o nhozp cU.viclon tn tltc ldoologlcol pcropt"ctlve • 

._._... • .., •••••••• A at·,. .. ..., ••• ••••...,..•---

!2 

13 

!4 

if=1:N1~;t,nt;gi;Gii' Tho Pub! let ""\.y Dep0zotrnont of the 
cop o a l~t"'pu·, c of ilo9olan''• !98:J• P• G-9 

Hf&N £.'\gpif~s3i:J, 0';) Ctt. !'• 35 



Soe1o""1)Syeholon1ca1 eehool of thou')ht on thcorlea of! 

Z'C!vo!utf.on oaoert thnt revolts en:.: ~n~ ere out of rc• 

be111ous ~reonolttv. nmn CtOOz~Z' sat.·!· 0 f.t ta\ce c rebel 

to !'t"Jbol0 • U.l 1'hls vlt·\"J has bef":tn en~rt.olrwd bV mDny a.ehc• 

lore ~ t.~Ct ccno o£ t1ooo oovC"OCnt. fhercfm:c- 1 it t·Jl!l be 

rct:J~!rt:J to Of'O into ~e c:lcJ:;;:e~r!stico of tho r~ago lC\O• 

dorsh1? • the!!' baekf-'1'-iuna in teres of 'KJolt!l0 cducDt1on* 

faol!y sto~, ec:cu;>a'Clon; t"te. ror thin DU:r~se, m ~!-1!c 

suof;,14JO of the !C'crlt:rsh!p as follows t 

............ ·--~----··- ···------ * ......... ··-· ............................... ·······-

-2 T Scl:hrt.o 

Bin-th flccoa 
V!llo.go/ 
'io*..m/Ct.ty 

Vll!oge 

3 Alibo lbtt do 

6 ZesolHuro do 

f.llddlo 
Closs 

do 

tlat!:'!cu- Dust• 
loto noss 

do 

Gra1uoto t:.bQ~ 
·~ loyod 

do Teaeho:r 

•J.nlvorstty ~ 
Drgreo 1~ 

t".otrtcu• . do 
lote 

.... ··- ........ l ....... .....,.. -·-------- .......... ,.. ...................... ........ 



t:o find D ototl.o!'tty tn o11 t.'tln lo~rs as tho 

table rowols. Thf' lt'cdern en..""!e fl"'tl rurcl b~:et!~Und 

bu~ c!thllo clros by tln9a s'U.lndnrds. nw coneurrencfl ln 

uneo~loy,?l()nt1 tn oont casco wns bteouoc of their jotlltng 

the tl4)Veoon't ju~t ~fwr 'U\ciJ: atu:'!.es or cvrn ooforo 

coruplet.!on o1 tho1r dogree. ~ thcJ rent~ and file of the 

t~ t~rG roeru~~d frao the v111o~rs onrl cultivators. 

Thus, ,.:o ~·t" f need t;! ttl the usca~l.on as to \my ~hlo peo­

f)let1 t7el'O cnt!ved to the struggle. 

n.~ anct-1er to inottvDtlon eon only be ocon through 

th('> riync:l!to of on ideology. for ih!o t10 cgrco t;:lth r.1ox 

t·.cbc!!'16 in hla thoof.o thot ldoology eon oo on irr.lefJOn­

ticn~ vcrlct:l<"' l.n soclcl d<'Vnlo~nt. Throu::]h thin anolyslo 

o{t !codora th~ oforccltcd vtct·J of Grlon rrooln rebutted as 

t'O f !nd l"r:dero c~ on~t t:cn't but t.hC'I eovcocnt continued. 

li. in alsc lo,orto'ilt to m>to the oecr!fleo of \:/to Ynuth 

fraoh froo eol!rg~o a~ untvrrsltt~c. Thlc ecrtoinly 

polnto to ~m l!'ttfependcnec of teleology froo ott-..c~ vnrltblon 

t;ueh as fruztratton. rooolllous pornonollt.y, soc!o-pcycho-­

logicol d!oposttton, ~tc. 

Tho ro11t.)ious fcet.or in tJotjt» f!!ovooont boa to:w~tant 

J!'!>l('l ln ! to cot!vot.lon ant! cot".o1 tm"nt. The r!rt; uocd vorsee 

frco ~ho Bibl~, such os: naut Vf' crt:' ll ehotcn f.7P"'-""'l"~t!on. a 
._..._. ______ ,....... .......... ••• ···-I ••••••••--
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Royal prloothoo~:, an holy na\!lon, o fX'CLllor txoplo0 •
11 

l::lpllf!en~f.on otrl pollticlaatlon of such aerlp~~al pes• 

ne.gos r·vot~cd mony 'i.o tim ceuco o~ f!ght.ln;t Uln nono­

Chrls~an nation. Sueh0 ntn;\crycnConcc cov(:'111Cnt ~a~ con 

cloa!t ltselg !n t~ gQ'b of both natlono)!· o and rcl!gl• 

ous r1g~tt?ousw·co he& on tnt tlol cdvant.o(}G. 1\nJ thcro 

can Jx-. VlO doubt thot ~e r~be! tlc~,;s ere s!.nct'lr~ly n 

pious 1ot0 •
18 

t~vertbeloso, ~~a oro olso tnstoncna ln !~go 

tUWCO:"ft'?. ~bC'!'P mot!vntlon ~ joln th~ tt:OVC':JC·nt. ecn be 

traced ~ ohnre opf)O~:tun!so. C'e CDV thus ~reo to f·~ol'borlo 

t'~n he aaysa llthn ~tlvot!on of 1nrl!v1dt~olo tn jo!nlng 

a soeio! aov~nt DDY !'aft~";('l from t"ctloool b~!.lcf f..n tho 

ecvrw-nt to Saalie op,o:r:tun!on. ( a! tt- otr'U,n t!w : 1CCla1on 

to jo!n in oo~o tBlOt!ono! then ratiunaJ..D.10 In a prot:roc• 

~d ~nt eueh soi~t~~9:\ti>n a!co turns l!!'Gt:Oeb!ol omi 
a1 t nay 1n eC'rtoln f ca!liC'£J cr oeeurJot!onol 01."0~'~ or 

local ccounlttr-s b~·eCGe tr1X::l t!.onal to ~!ono0 • 20 Such 

oot!va>!:J.on o!co hove ~tern frco ah~" fee11nry of VC'nt!ett.o. 

~-••••••,...... •• •••••·• n ,,.__..._, .. ,._.__. 

11 Jm DDJ.n, .1t Pn.'t421• a..2 
19 t:Cans <;ort:on, (1966), 0 tlnoolond•'ioo /\Q3Qy o<i ~ndlng 

;. n;~tllo t:~ • !n £1os;&IJc £tff..QJLc; •• vo!~~• uS) • .a, 

19 Nerborole l~u.~lf, (1969), gp cu. P• ~~ 

20 l!?14 
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Ro'.)lrdin1 st!.':Jtcgv o~ o rovoluttono!'y rnt'M":mont 

t:~1)ft0t"Onjon f.1oh.1nty buS ~:itul~tpd 0 ~pes f. t!cn that tlS,dCO• 

!o~y tend t.o punh s~ctc--gy !n thf' ~~atlc: rttrotUon t'111lf" 

<"m.tlromont pul.lo tho stro~v ln thf' dlrt'ctton o~ Dr~a-

tiso c~1 opportuntso'>. 21 Th!a tl!"OpQSi. <::ion liis l:t' lc-vonco 

'ior Dn 1nDight. ln<OO tho l\1llga em~mcnt. ttor o ec::~hrnslve 

oaoc· coont of the otret~qy t·:e oho!l sc() th0 pot.!"t:.1col cn­

v!rott:"'.c:-nt in ond nrounJ Indto, am tlw r~eet:J ~sponc.o eo 

ta"lo eit:Jot.t.ons. 

In tho tnt.erno't1o:-wl scnne the f'ncl oUt t=m:ld t-:er II 

brou~~ ~ut the- ('f00!1JC't1rf" of tk» Su~· r !-'t:\oon • thO Unl tr-d 

S~~s of Aarr!e.o D!Ki the tOV1t>t Un!on. Th;("'$0 U"w'O 0\!0-J:S 

~soeascd eopuh11.1 tt.oe C"f!ltl'!)!C"~ly tilffr!"t'n\'.. free any othc:-r 

eountztcf.J bot!~ !n c t~o '·ltv oreJ . Hant! tv. ··rcehmlogle oll y 

otrott'tJ!c~ o£ \·Jcrfc:::(i c-n~rc"d on "n'tlrc.\~, nrt1 rhnno \iJ!th 

dcvo l~nt of nuelrl'r \~O!'~ns. 'ibut; tttr &t.cbtli ~V of l.n­

tern:J<Gicnol ~t>.\o'U.onnhi!' c.-rr to <1c"lt"'no on en ("'ft\:.~!y mvol 

ooeho11!SO - tllC"' cold tlt'% • t:Jh!ch dr.~rr-.:r J on a wct~m>l09lcol 

cc:u.I..U.!l":r!t.o fx'l~;::oon tt~ w~elf\C!" eo~·~'i!f. ~('15 cf ttt~ tt:.:o 

naper p,~re. tu-!df'd d.tb ~1s eco tbr- 1'-~rolo,·:!c~! t~oo'\:.!!1-

t.y bc\t;.:t'Orl :U.brral Ca:)l~n!t.n~: f~O~n'?.1C'i( r of ~fl \.teet ond ~ 

#tUhJII ... IIil'fF .• t •• JWF TCIU11f-4tdb. dlf ·----
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Soelollot cotm~t.os cf the Dost. Thls oltchorl camps 

~ventua11y p~Gdueed e~~ ~1vn! blots oi ln~lexlblc olllaneo 

ryotm, trd. th unr:otmill t~d th!rt~ group of newly S.n-,.,tcfl{"'ndont 

n!l~lons open to VO!!"'lrt:l dc~cca on: t~!~~s of pree-n~ fZ"OD 

both bloe'&0 • 
22 

lndlo on hor tndopomlonce1 foll tn thO eotl"l~ of 

the ~-ol tted ~oup onrl cpoorhc:aded tl'te nonollgnt'd fo.ro1gn 

pol ley. ln o~ of hle ~s~ c··uoted s t!itrmrnt. Pond! t t~hl'u23 

oo l'.rloo rAinlst.rr of Jn, :to eJt1l10ift(':i !nclto•s forel01 pollev 

as an o~tcspt to et'Ji.'blno l<~co!lco t-;lth Mtloool lntC'rost. 

'i'h:crofaz:r. ~:JU1J:;\ !~elf a oonc:ot'l!l~mtst coun~J :tooto !n­

ell~ t~;trds ~ Bovtr·t bloc. Aecorr~lng to Dortor "Inrllo'n 

~.UOV!<''t pulley end lt$ dcll~<'I'Otn refusal t.n thO ntnoteon 

ftfttes to join the ent1-&:Jvtot ccmp · ••• can bf\ oald to bo 

tho racult of ~r goc~oph!cal l)!"OX!mlty to ~ r~1:lUnlst 

nt'lCJ~oours • "-he l..£'Sn on tilt." r.l>rth-r:oot orad Chino on tha 

tzorth-.Easte. 23 Th!s ean be 0.:1Sl!V untkr&tood as tho t\'» 

fron1.toro f.)l'OVetd tlonn-~r to !ntC''l!'i ty of t!\("' tc,ni tory on 

t-.i1leh !'."td!o dcel~d h"r ln~c~~t~nec-. 

In this given 1n~rnot1ono! sttu1 .. 1on th~ coso oi ttw 

flagss bccQCC'I protllr:ootle. ~ tbgas trX'r('l comwttcd tnto 

Chr1stlon1ty ~oagh ~ At'lClrtcon otsolonarlc-o and oot!ed t-.r!th 

............ IW- R 11 I • t• I I ; ......... 0 Qt • !«i ..... 

23 

Doctor, MJ. ~~. ~sm Jn lwl'iJD 'l~f'~ ~&l&:l• ~otlona! Pub~.ta 5rs U:n.sso. tln;:l ue f\~ ,~971 p.3 

,ll1r'l, p. 14 
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tho fo~ of eonm-.Jnism tho tlagtl Chl"tstlon dovolopcd o deOJt 

atte<'h:a~nt for the r ... ~crtc.ono. This obvtounly dlstur~ 

~to's forf'!(tn !'Olley. t\n t.~penr~nt tJogo!ond t"JOU1<1 bo 

wl~r®lo to pot"K::J:O s~elol!y of tht1 met onJ lnr!ta hod 

seen \he eterople cf Yolwen Ufl:-il:l'M China's ceverelgnty. 

l?Deod rJl th tlloso prohletnn t~r>~u haft to roctsnt bls 

ntanrl on 1nvlt!nn tho r:cgoo to join Indta. An lnvltstlon 

~osummsoa an optton to rrfu~o o:r cr.eef)t owJ India could 

not C'lford thr- t~t~uos to opt, out of tho !ndion linton. 

1'hc-r0{t'O!"e, t~hru a~fop~d o f!m ottt twi() Of!O!not thf! tJcgo 

1nsp!ra'\;!on awl ot:tcrp~d to t:Ot~etm tlw mvf'f.':30nti ~11 
eostn. H~ e~ntl'>·:l in 195!• uthf' f.n:Jo~ndcnr:o £-lagon are 

after in som~thlng C:t!lw d1ffc-rC"nt from l~llvl<luol and 

CJ!:'Ot!p freCYJo."J. In thr> ~c-·fJnt eofttext of off otro both t.n 

India anrl 'ttlc ~rlr·, tt I.e t,.mpooetb!c to c.ono!.der, even for 

e ot)O:'lflt• such an ab&ter<l <::-('Cofl!<l for tnr'cpcrr.~cne() of tho 

r~co". 243 Tho tlsgo ~:>lrm t-JOG thoo con .... !.· ·er<"d on lntcrool 

fJ:l"Ob!~m. t:t.!cb ~ et pC"!"-pO\~re rf'>fro!nctl froo tou~hl~ 

ln t!'lr-!.r r-ffort to otn lfi'tl!a !n t.hr- new o!ltaneo Gyetcm • 

.......__P.IlA .... &f···JIIJIUI-J I ...... _ •• __. 

Yo!'uo Aaoso, (1975), gg C(J.t1 t'• ~'03 

Pot o hlo~ o} C)Uf'r11la oovcMC"nt. coo Dolj1t !lln{lh a. 
t.~!. (!'t65), gp ·111 . 
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ouch t:ttlriuro naa furthf'~ systr.:1oU!X'd by t1~Te<"•iung ln 

lato 1927. Jlr.durf.n..1 frao thlt' d1vcroc ('Jlpt"'l'~(\nees of oac• 

rlllo t-JG!l"f are in Ch!nn. Yugoslcvlo, ·1\lbanin, X~~o...chlna, 

Phtlltpln-rs, f.lalaya, t"ubo, Algr-rlo, etc,, Oa!jlt ftifti}h on~ 

r:.et. hod dof1ncd o moc.ern goort·, !o \-::arforo oe "a t-;orr of 

to'Ul~ .. !tv• basad upon c.tms otn.'t:oent on.~ cf.mn at o ftC\1 poll• 

ttcol Orcscr0 , 
26 

The Nogao • violf'nt upsu:~:ge ot £bot organised tho 

~ t1ing in tho fo...~ of o stantilnJ amy bti\ br.-eouso of 

ttw o~rt.or foree of L~ian amy both ln cun11ty end t:uan­

ti tv tt t"JDG spont&nrousl y eh~d tnto o 91Jfll'illa oovcoont • 

. In tho Uct_,'i.O eon~•~ t.t~c _s 'ro'Wgy of/ cuch o al~ttrt!on c1e 10nd 

on t"Jlly-lay!n~ o11! t-::a:y convoys and onu~ng o~ and ~ 

nt.tlons DM o~r olltt.cry cs&entiole. Thlc st.ro~uv t.:opt 

mo:ro thon 1,00,000 Indian otllta:ry [)O!"tKmft0l occupied tn 

th(r oroo bUt unclerstanclo2>ly ~:.ho eO!'Jbot brouoht. thr- oltuo­

tt.on not·.~re rwor to o solution. 

In tho lata~ yoers throuch ~lfiU contact t:Ji'tl"l Ch!no 

t.tw tl:lgon 0..-"~~71 o1 gUC'rlllo ntl%'fort~ bee~ oorcJ oo!'hls'ti• 

ea'tfld oncJ ~('lr.~by tht:'l never cn:U.m, t:tar &1 tuotlon p:revo11cd 

ln tlo~n tnha~l ted croas. V .r.. Ana~ eol!C""d the &1 tuot!on 

on °unuGU.:ll charactor0 of tt&O tlDgo tnsurgcm;y on1l saida 

"ihour;h c'turiw.1 tho ·~ ckeotles thot fol~:JO<l. tho ~tent1a1 

................. 1 ...... - ...... l ••t•••• • t 

26 Ibid. t P• 200 



of gucrt '.lo baml ~not on rctl:'~soirtJ yot it nr,va seam 

to rocch 'UlD~ o!oycanl! lrvcl cs cou!J ft:~n1'1r-to1y free "f:hc 

czovernmont of !mlio o~ tl\(" n!ght.ttero thnt ott!l haunts l t .. c~27 

tho tlO<JOS onjoy~d t4'lr- !'Z'iVilc~ of t. ·~a undovolopod 

g'ront!.ot"O t:l~l CUI'ti"'Jl. r vcn ot \'XJf'&t t~o ~ t'~CJD guorllla 

on tho Xndlon aii.dc eou'd ta!Jtf" rcft• tn the BUI'l'OC'oo ana. 
t~C\105 ln Buran flomcd t:ooV't~fJa hevolut.t.onory Counc!l (rt~:C) 
om coorclia1~u \4th t!FL.. "ihP Et!l.C ecn·~rcl the ~JC~stcm 

ban!t of tho C:hin:.\"'.i.n r!vcr t:::1tc.h thr- t-;eok c~vcrrocnt of 

ncn\)'!'!011 could ~t eountcr on-J thus the tlreo acrvc on o scne­

t.u~v ftJS thr 9u~rl!lcs oi boti·1 st\~es to \·o':o oholtc!! and 

to 't!'oln ~ ocr1 recruit; from th«"' other ~logt) cro~a. ~ 

~'"' violrn~ upsurgr- of th~ r:tosoo tmo far n o!!l ~ oolutton 

o~l, 'therefore, ~r 1\!:'oy eoe ec!~rd u!'Qn 'to hondlo tile &!tuc­

tlon. Latm sueh co /l.$6CO L:...t!~.'tf'ncnec of (~lie O!'dor of 19rS 

cn1 /L~cJ lr'o2:eee ( t.s&CSJ c:nD t:aru.,ur) Spec !ol Por.nr Act U['l"e 

f)~cocd in ~.c Pa:-·· t.~n\:. e;oinst hc:.:vy op!JOS!tion froo mnny 

rr~rrs o£ :}Oti\ ~~(' r:3usrs of PcrllCJC~n·'· 
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