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The global sprosd of natlionalisnm and the siruggle for
indepondence in the areos wihich were colonial territories
gave birth to mony nationestates arcund the world in the nid-
dle of the 20th century, The societios onre isolated, or
slumbering under colonial rule t4ll as late as the 1940s have,
in quick succession, gained political independonce ond fe}uen
helr to scores of social, cconomic, and political problems,
Uany of these countriecs inheritsd populotions of mosalc com=
position with widely contrasting, socio-cconomic systems and
historical experionces., They hot few ties of interaction,
unity andd identity amongst their populations aport from those
provided by their common cxperionce undler a single iaz‘z'ly
unified coloniscl atministpation which centred aroumd ti.véx
valleys vhere plantation, industrics and market €lourished.

The process of formastion of nation-staotes on such o
foundation loft many othnic grouns which were relotively less
developed socfoties, within the bounds of those in the plains.
Because of the uneven economic develomment, contrasting
social systems ond ‘he different historical experiences the
groups deoveloped a strong primordisl sentiment on ethnic
boundaries, As colonial rnowers departed, these cthnic
groups were overcone by tho desire ¢ be noticed, They
soarched for an identity and aimed at making that identity
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publicly acknowledged g having import - "a sociol assextion
of the self an being somebody in the worid®,}  Consecuently
political ottention in the new States shifted from the antiw
eolonial strugale to integration of s heterogensus population,
Dorestic tensions ond centrifussl forces hecame so intonsie-
ficd that the vory existence of the nascoent Stotos were
taeatened, This, in some cases, led % the bresking up of
notion stotes into more notions, India 18 one of this kind.

On the ove of indepardence the Indian sub-continent
was faced with the problem of retaining the colonisl territo-
rial and politicsl stmictures. Inspite of her aim for
‘unity in diversity’, under the leadership of Jinnsh a greast
mimher of Muslims opted out of the new Indila and foroed
Pakistan, [lany othor groups raised the same cloin to be
free of 8 govermment in Delhi, such as Kashoir and ihalistan
in the north, Dravidian state in the south, United Bengal
in the east, Negaland in the extreme northeesst, etc, Howe
over, all these except the llagas were subsumed in the process
of Indla's nation-building which was choaractertized by cone
flict and occormodation. The Hagas prrsist for an indepenw
dent Nagelond. .‘mair contention &s that they were nover an
intogral part of Indis except for some common exnericrce
urdler o colonial power.

3 Berlin, 1., (19%8), W
Now York, Oxford University Press, p, 44.




In the post Vorld War I poriod, the Noga tribes
forged themselves togothey for a political identity under
the Naga National Council, They had not only claimed the
right o indepondenco on the Ceparture of the British but
had also pode their ovm unilatersl declaration of indeponw
denco on 14th August 1947 and Launched an orgsnized attempt
to sustain it gpainst the will of the Govermment at Delhi.
In the protracted conflict, a section of the notionalists
negotioted with the Goverrment of India and a state was
crented in the Indian Union &n 1963 called Nagaland. But
some sections have, oven today, mot reconciled to inclusion
in India ond, therefore, their movement remains an unsettled
political problem and an omooing movement,

Since tho rise of various natlons in post-torld Viar II
sociologists have recognized a need for the study of nationa-
iism thot permeated various ethnic groups and i{ts cxpression
as political and coclol movements on the basis of notionalist
ideology. This study 15 an attenpt to analyze one such movee
pent in the sociological trodition, which emerged from a sege
mented tribal socicty, claims to bo worthy of the status of
notionhood and launched an organized movement.



The nature of inqulry is bascd on the propesition that
the Hoga Movenent 1s historical, structural, snd {deological:
Historical in thot 4t is a process of history in vhich a 'pri-
pitive people' (less evolved cociety) living in isolaoted cloe
se systems within the paracter of cormune villages, forged
themsolves together o form a notionality through a considexsw~
blo poriod of time. Structural in that the varfous changes
in the course of events were direct responses to the structu~
ral circumatances in ond around their socioty, And ideclogie-
cal in thot, there is the persistence of ideology which has
kept the movenent aslive through the chonges. The study,
therefore, is in tine-peraspoctive so as W understond the
concormitant stages of the movement and subsecuent development:,

In 21l civilizations men have got togethor to strive
for meeting collactive needs which directly or indircectly
offect tho socipl ordep, The study of such endesvour is
claimed by scholers like Rudolf? o be the origin of socio-
logy. However, 1t hod not been given much importance as @
subject of study until the unprecedonted socio-political upe
heavals through mass movements in the twentieth centurys

b o v -

2 Horberle Rudolf, (1949), ©“Observation on the

Sociol of Soclal Movements®, in
Socioloalcal Review, vol. 14, pe 34




Vioxyld wars, revelutions, ideclogical conflicts, peasant and
farmers movements, student unrest, naoticnalist and liberaw
tion nmovements, ete. These experiences sroused soclal
sclentints to study those factors ame! forces vhich contrie-
huted to such collective actions. Since then, collective
socisl anst politicel sctions as processes through which
socioty i shaped hove become a major area in social resmarch,
A in recent times the study of such collective phenomena

~ has evolved into » loosely defined field of socislogy termed
as Soclology of Sacial Movements,

The words social movements hed been variedly used and
understaod. Ihen it first came into use in the nineteenth
contury, it moant ®the movement of the new industrial working
closs, with 4¢s soclalistic, communistic, and anarchistic
tendencies®.” It had also been regored as “epiphenomena,
as the by products of sccial snd politidal development or
topics t!tsmssad in passing as sub-species of collaective be-
hoviowr® . Thus ss Bank antly ataué, *so loose and slipe
shod has the employment of these words hecome that they seem
capeble of applicoetion %o any kind of group activity whaisow

Wcz
3
4

s ﬂ&dh . (kgn’t '
london, Macmillen,




Raverthaless, the aim to develap a comparative syste~
métic theory of socisgl movement is justified. For, move-
ments inspite of thelr vast differences in aims and doctrines
have many common traits ,.5 Therefore, social movements desexve
to be studied in their own right as phenomena,’ Smelser also
adds to this justification in his stidy of collective behaviour
and states thet umier comditions of stable interaction, many
social elements are either ‘controlled' or *taken for aranted!
and hence are not readily observabls, but ®during collective
behaviour these come into the open ... Thus it affords & pecu~
liar kind of laboratory in which we are able to study directly
components of behaviour which usually lie dmant".a He fur-
ther stated that Palthough wild rumours, crazes, panic riots,
and revolutions are surprising, they occur with regularity,
they clustar in time, they cluster in certain cultural areas,
They oceur with greater frecuency among certain social groups~
ings, etc® -.9

Thus in recent timos the study of social movements
atirseted increasing attention throughout the world amdd even=
tuslly various opinions have smerged attempting to identify

Hezberle Rudolf, (1949), Op Cit, p.347
Helaughlin (Barry)(£dl969, QOp Cit, p. L
Smelser, N.J., (1962) Wmsmn
Bohavioux, New York, ﬁree eS8, P -

9 Bid, ol

o N O
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| the subject motter comprohensively. However, the study of
sociol movenments still laocks preeisien or uncninity on cone
ceptual and thoorotical sapocts becouse of the diversity of
social movenonts., “Thay range from religious to secular
from povolutionary to resctionary, €rom cooporative to schie-
smatic® 29 and also bocause the subject itself is still in
o forontive stage. Hence it is mmrat!w to distinguish a
novenont frem a non-coverent and get a char idea of its pean=

ing, uszgos and sallent feotures. A roview is made in the
following poranrophs on sope ropresentative concepts put fore
woerd by scholars on the subjcet « definitions amd characteris-
tics, classificotions and omergence of socisl mwvenents in
gencral snd nationalist movements in particular,

Blumor briofly definnes social movemont as a “collective
 onterprise to ostoblich o new order of 14fes. 2t So do Szynonsk
and Coertzez o8 a "colloctive effort to change sociotios®.}?
Joseph R. Cusfield narrows g little furthery and defines it as
®soclally shared sctivities ond beliefs directed towords the
10 tcLoughlin Barryyedf1969), Q0 Git, p.o

J § § Horbert &lllnﬁr. 9Socisl Movements®, 1in Helsughlin
\ (1969), ©Op C3i%, p.B8
12 me. J. Szymamk ma ‘l‘gd rmrge caaert:m. (1979)
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demonds for exchonge in some espeets of social ax:i&r.m

More explicit than ‘sspects?, Zald and Ash defined socisl
movenonts s ®a purposive and colloctive attennt of & mm-
ber of people to chamge individuals or societal institu-
tions and structure®, 4

Hexberle Rudolf?® distinguishes betwesn two types of
colleetive cotiont (a) thwre which because of limited
goals, mver attract rore than small arouns of people oy mere
1ike sentimonts ond like azetions which ocowr imdeperciently
among a larce mmber of people or imitative moss-pctfon; and
{®) those vhich aiming ot comprehensive and fundamentsl chonges
in the social oxder with 5 sense of aroup fdentity amd solidae
rity and an muaarenccs of being united with cach other in
'actinn for » cormon goal amongst the iniividuals, The latter
ho refers to os coclal movements. To him, it s tho scrite=-
- rion of 'oroup consciousneost thot cocisl covetents ore disw
tinguiched from other moverents,

P.N. féukhexjaem strasses on structursl chonpes thot
~ the novenent sooks.  He exanines ten cases of colloctive mos

P L Sl n—

13 Gusfield, J.A. (1970}, Proies
New Yorl, John tiiley, p.d

14 Zald, May N. and Robexrta Ash (1966), “Socisl lMovements
Qr?antmtima Growth, Decay and Change®, JHELS
Yo ’gM. p‘ &a

13 Sce, Horberle Rudolf, (1949) and {1963), Op Ci%

16 . Hukherjeo, P.L, {(1977), ®Sociasl Movement and Secial
Chongos Towirds g Conneptual Claxificotion and Theo-
rotical Framework®, in Socioloodical Bulletin, vol.26

Ho.l, llarch 1977 '
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bilization and closcifies them into three broad categories,
They ares (1) Corxporate routinized, formol and institue-
tionpl orticulation of collective behaviour; (§1) Collecw
tive mobilizotion forming pressure qroups ond interest

. roupS, organized arourxl specific intercsts with limited
gonls within the systen; and (141) Collective mobilization
vihich contres oround a demand for chamge of t.hé system, Of |
these, only tho thind kind fosms a social movement, Aithmtssh,
the thres may coexist in ‘s given soclcoty, to him ®only collee-
tive mobilization for action directed explicitly towprds ale
teration or ‘ronsformotion ‘af the stéxmttm of 8 systermg or
against an oxplicit threat ¢ an alteration or transformation
of a systen: con be properly \mﬂexsm as a social movenent,
Collcotive movenments within the syoten are cussi-movements,

T.Ke OCommen maokes distinction betweon cellective be-
haviours, such as: (1) Panic response; (41) Hostile oute
bursts; and ($41) Organized zction, To him only the third kind
nake up a socicl movement for the other two ®are velatively
short tern unorganized outbursts ond are not necessarily toted
to an idoology or issue".” He concurs with Blumcr in that
only when g movenent Yacouires organization and forn, a body
of customs amd traditions, established leaderships, aml ondu-
ring devicion of labouy, social rules and social values, in

L ol O PNy

L7 mﬂ ToKo' (197?)9 Charisma S¢atad .06 alateist]

. Bhoadan<Gr am J:‘a L QVRmE
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short - 3 culture, a2 social oraanization znd & new scheme

of life, 1t becomes 3 soclial mmemnt“.m Here we see

the neod for o consistent and significant span of time andd
ideology for qualifying collective action as a soclol movew
pent. Likewise Gurr'® considers mob sctivity, demonstre-
tions, and riots os being uutsine the scope of socicl movew
‘monts,  They are bporocic act#n not necessarily linked to
demandls for change in the soclal order. IMN,S.A. Rm.m

made explicit the noed of an ideology when he defined social
moverent as ®an organized attempt on the part of a section
of society to bring about elther partial or total chamge 4in
socioty through collective mobilization based on an fdeology®.

Poul t’:iminsanm is concerned with the formulation
or working concept of social movement rather than with giving
a procise definition. This *moving concept' he bases on the
following formulatioms (1) a sociel movement is a deliberate
colkac?:lw endeavour to promote change in any direction and
by means not excluding vielence, illegality, revolution, or
withdrawsl into a Utopian community; (2) a Social Movemsnt
must ovinco a oininasl degree of organizotion, though this may

ia Herbort Dlumer, (1969). w%' pe 12

19 Curr, T.H., {(1970), W‘?, Princeton,
Princeton Untvemtty Press, p.

m ' Hw' Ofﬁtﬁt, ‘1979) E3%. & Rkl
vol.I, New Dalhi, ﬂﬂmﬂrg p.

vdlkinson, (1971), Social Movement, London, Pall
a1l 9 Te 56 ’ * *

g
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renge fron a large, informal or partisl level of orqanization
to o highly institutionaliged or burnsucraticed formy (3)

A social novement's commitment to chonge and the zalsen dlotrs
of iis orgonizotion sre founded upon the conscious volitlion,

" normotive commitment €0 the movement's ain or beliefs and ace
tive porticipotion on the part of followors or membders. Thus,
to him the major choracteristics of social movements ares
'mmcxmxs cormitment <o c.ham: ninimal bx*gantzatian and nor=-
motive commitowent and participation.

%115&92’2 pruvidéa an example of Anthropologicel
epproach to social movement, He enploys the term "Revitali-
gation povenents®, moaning, a deliberate effort hy membexs of
& soclety o constyuct a more satisfying culture, He applies
en analogy of human society a8 o definite kind of orgenism
and 148 culture conceived of those *patterns of loarned behgw-
viour vhich coertoin Yparts' of the social oraanien or systen
characteristically display. To hin it s functionally necese
sary for every person in cocfoty {0 pointain a montel imoge
of the society and 4to culture, as well as of his own body
and {ts behavioural regulorities, in order to set in ways
which roduce styesses at all loevels of the systen. Uhen the
nerbers experionce severe siress leading to s cultural distor-
tion, the process of ‘revitalization' take ploce and this foree
stalls or atleast postpones dire consecuences for the society,

22 wanace. a.F .c. (.\.956). "Revitalization liovemonts®
pliis ) N ist, Hew Sﬁrlﬂﬁﬁ Wlo%, {Aﬁrii)




oo

A study of socdal movemonts necessorily involves
itself with socinl change. This has been achnowlcdge by
o1l scholors and social scientiots, [illian nuts the study
of secinl moveronts as 'primorily a study of social change
28 woll os a:uxwml chamge, of a changing social order as
wll as changing velurs amd mms“zs However, 4t must be
noted that mam? of the eorly vorks eontered around Wnﬂ
dirceting towards chonge and hence undeymined chango resiste
ing aspects concoptually, As a response to this tonderncy
Zmﬁen% has in his study of the Southern Thite resistonce
povenent in Amorica stoted that social movemcnts do not Ang-
tiate social change morely becouse they arice. They of ten
stioulate the rise of novemont opposed to the changes thot
sociol movemont ©wroditionally hos been defined &n & manner
which would automoticslly exclude movements renisting social
change®, He, thercfore, explicltly mentions in his definie
tion, Y... & MoYe or less persistent and orgenized effort on
the part of o censiderable mmber of menbers of 5 given
socioty cithor to change o situotion vhich they define as
unootisfoetory or o provent change in a situotion which they
defing as satisfoctoxy®,

——— . -

23 Killian, Lewis M., ®Social &avments“ in Faris.

nnbert EoLe (Ed)e, (1964), Hay
s Namnd Menplly and

pp

24 Vander, Zanden Jms. . (1950), "Posistonce and
Secial Movemen Social) Farce, vol, 37, pp, 312«5
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This viow of ,sdcial movemont as inclustive of change
resistonce has beon expounded by other writers also.
Pulthorjce nade this oxplicit in his above cited definitions,
Gmn‘% in his worl on charismatic movement concluted that
such a movenent can bo Yas rwch a systen conserving foree as
1t 45 a eystem =~ changlng force'. He observes that the defi-
nan:; cx:itm*ia of socipl novemonts employed by various sxiters
are highly influenced by the nature of the society in vhich
thoy undertske the imnvestigation ond the amgiﬂc types of
'mwmn%s vhich they sbserve, He motos that ®5ll) sociologists
vho had studied complex societics consider the gool of move-
ments o bo *chonge! and all Anthropolegists speak of the
aval o8 systen stability®, Bottomore=C also mode specific
montion of this vhen he defined social movement as a "collec=
tive endeavour t profwote or resist change in socfety of which
1t forms & part®. In contra~distinction to this change or
stabildty position, Fisenstadt®! notes the possibility of
nationalistic movemonts in underdeveloped countries simultpw
mously ogionted 10 modern and traditionsl values,

Fram the shovo cited definitions and opififons we gather
that solient cheoractoristics of s social movemont vould gonoe

raolly bo os followst

T, Ak -

25 Cormen, T.H. (1972), M p. 14

26 Bottomore Tom, {1979), Political
Delhi, D.1. Ptblicatmm, p. 4

27 Edsenstadt, S.. (1957), ®Soclologicel Aspects of
Politxcal ﬂavelommts {n !.Mordnwloped guniries®,
Y 3 e an LA LN8KE e Wl’v{é)i
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() A social movement i3 a group phenomens and therefore
tho beliefs and sctions are held and carricd by members of
the group structurcd in an organizotion or orgonizotions
with ecotablished leadership and division of lsbowr,

(1) A soclal movenent 45 always integroted by a set of
constitutive fdens = an ideology. Such {ideologles *have to
project a csuse o strugyle for, and present s version of a
more valued alternate awm'.%

(1141) From 1deology, policics are formuloted for lomg tosm
strategies and short run tactics ?us-sa-vxs the ultimate gools,
Those are guided by soclel rules amd social values as upimld
by the moverent.

{iv) A social povement has omong {ts membors a consclious-
mess of aroup identity, solidarity and coomitment slong with
an pwarencss of common sentiment and gooals,

{v) Social povoments are products of the social structuve
and therofore are pasentially reloted (0 socisl chawe, It
can be both change prototing, or change resisting,

{vi) A social movorent has an observable duration in course
of which 1¢ can go through various phases of chonge.

28 Hulther Jee, P.ile, {1979)’ w Pe 47
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Thus, we may define 5 socisl movement 93 o deliberate
and organized enleavour of a sufficiently large number of
people, bound together by cormon belliefs, with o sense of so-
1idaority and o oneness of obiective towards chonge or ogsinst
chamge of the structurs or structures of s systen through a
significant span of timw and in goccordance with a set of values

ond norns of aciion.

5o0cial movencnis encompass a variety of social phonomoe
na. Ihereforo, a sysien of classification bocomes inovitable,
DBegause of this very fect the Mtroture on sotiological theory
contains & plothora of typologies of movenents,

Fron more or less locus of the movements tf:ukinmngg

gave a pragmatic typificotion when he categorized coclal oovee
ments into (1) religlous movementsy (11) movement of rural

antt urban discontents (111) nativist, nationalist and race
roverentss (iv) dmperialism ond pan covementsy {v) class and
ocoupationsl intorcst movementss (vi) moral protest and reform
novements; (vii) revolutionary, resistonce end counter vevoluw
t4onary coverents; (viil) intellcctual moverents; (ix) youth

29  Wilkinson, P. (1971), 0p Ci3, pp. DL=52
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movementss and (2) women's movcmonts. He was less concerned
with 3 typoloyuy based on aony conceptual principality. In the
same foshion tallace™ categorized six subw-typos of Rovitalle
gation llovenents vhich were, he considered, evidently mot une
usual pheénomons but recurzing factors in human history. They
arer (1) notivistic movementsy (11) wevitalistic mvamntsg
{111) cargo movements; (iv) vitalistic movementsy {v) millenpe
roan roverenis; and {vi) messionic movements, Cduard Jaym
suwmorizes revitalization movements in Indla Snte 4om broad
categorics, Resistance movements and Fmulative movenents,

ﬁlmr views soclsl movements as a series of steps
when he categorized them intos (1) genersl social movements
vhich ore relaotively undirected and ersentislly unorgonized
change of people's values &n o conmon directiont {(11) spreci=
fic noveronts vhich rise out of goneral moverents, ‘mm kingd
is subdivided into twos kewxuuunarv movemonis ond reforn
movenents. thile both scek to Influonce the social order, &
revolutionary atlempts to substitiite oxisting norms and values
with new ones mm.s a reforo novenent accept oxisting norms
and values and uses them to criticize the social defects it
opposess (114) exyrossive moverents which do nmot seel: % change
the institution of the social order or its objective character,
but thoy sre reloassed in some type of expressive behaviour,

2 Wallace, A.F.C. (1986), Op Cits ppe 2627
ai Jay Edward, (1961), “Re;vtkal&zat&m dawmms in 'rtlbal

iﬁnj in Vl«iz&rthl, ‘~ ]. A TH el o An. lgls
i A ™ Heoru ) .

x2 Herbort Blumer, (1969), Op Cis.
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He also mentions the tw:sihnity of merqging characters of
specific social movements and impressive movements which
poarticularly appears in Revitalist movements and Nationalist

novenents,

Smelser> distinguishes between norm-oriented movew
ments and valuv-oriented movements and Omnm slso classie
fies socinl movenents from orientotion into thres: Organiza~
tionpl, Ideological and Charismotic., His typology arises
from threoe distinct posaibilities to meet & situation of
Strain in society. ‘They aves (1) appearance of chazismtw
lsadey, vho comos with a promise of mitigating the evils 5t
herdd onel loading the poople to future utopia = Chari.smaﬂtz
moversents; (2) Emergence of » new ideology which champions
the cpuse of the disgrunted or dissatisfied section of the
population - Ideological movement; and (3) Establishment of
& now organization to deol with the problem at hamd - Organi-~
zotional moverents, |

Horhorle Rudcsusb broadly identifies two kinds of
social movemonts; Class movements and Ethnic movements, The
formor botvwen vorious classes of people in sociely and the
latter he uses to disignated a veriety of phenomena. (1) The
movenant for political independence of notional minorities

Smelser, Neil, (1962), ©Op Cit

Oormon, T.K., ‘3-972)9 [+, 3% LY

Harborle ﬁudalf. (3.968). “Smi.al Mwmnts“. im mﬂd L;
Shills (Fd}‘ ANLerns nal xyelaps ‘ _Soc
llacmillan Company, Gy p. R4

8¢ |




I8¢

with the old empire state of Burope; (2) The indeperdence
covoments of natives in colonfal countyries of Asla ai Africay
{3) The movenent for national unity; {4) The oovements of
notionolitics for civie and cultural ecunlity within heterow
genous stotosy Szymansk and c‘mtm@‘x agrees with this
category but also suggest amother kind of classificotion in
terns of method used - revolutionary and reformist,

PN, Iﬁz&hﬁ:jeﬂmsi&ws social novements o3 an agent
of social change m::efafe bases his typology on classificaw
tion of changes: {1} chonges ocouring within given structure(s)-
secunulatives (2) changes occuring from an emergence of oddie
tional structure and changes occuring due to the elimination
of loss of styucture({e) ~ alternative; (3) changes eccuring os
2 rosult of replacement of existing structure(s) by alternative
structure(c) « transformative.

Ralp ‘fumex”claasiﬁﬁa social movements on the way the
public definos 4t rather than on cualitics supposcd %0 bo ine
trinsic to the movement, From this scheme he conciudes four
types of movements: (1) Revolutionary - defincd ss frmediately
threatening to the soclety, 4ts ‘core members defined as disloysl

Sgymensk and Coartzez (1979), 0o Cit, p. 316
thikheriee, P.il. (1977), On.Cit, p. 43

Turney, Ralp, "Colloetive Behaviour and Conflict®,
in Nelaughlin (Ed), (1969), Qn Ci%s D 67

8 4 8
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or deludeds (2) Poculisr « defined g8 deviant but not threa-
tening, its nombors defined as ®odd balls®, but smusings (3)
Respactablo=factional « defined as being within the acceptable
rango of conventionality, its members being regarded a5 reose
pactable but comotimes misguided; (4) Respectable-non~factional =
Similor to the preceding except thot the movement meets no

~ organized opposition and its objective are defined as conéem

sual,

Thus we have varlous ways of classifying soclal movee
'mnw based on consequoncos of the movement, locus, oriontaw
tion, phases, ote. Uhile all cuthors have their owm view of
the subject, cath type of classification appears to be speci-
fic movenents in unfque circumsisnces and it is not possible
to defend any clossificetion as socipl movements varies in

thoir context in st cases,

The cuestion of how a social movement come into beoing
occupies a dominant ploce in the analysis of sociol movemonts,
Vaorious theories omel approaches have come about in perspective
of the respective authorts discipline and ideclogy.

A genoxal and abstract explanstion for genosis of sow
cial movorents 48 that of Killian vho says that ¥the genesis
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The bitter ewperience under the militsry policy
further glienated the people and widen the gep of m-s

staniing, It strengthen the support of WFG from m ai%

m&emmmmmzmmamutmmum
minds of the Hogas teowasds Endions on the other, These
gave lasting consequences in the inabiity to bring
friendly stmorphere amongst the two groups,

By the time Nagas begsn o take up arms Nehru had
become a statesman for the developing nations and India
a champion of suppresced nati-nalities in the world,
Therefore, intilaily Mehpu ®fearful that his 1iberal image
e tarniched here and abread, drew the proveriisl iron
curtain around the subject®, 3  This kept the Indion
neonle away from Enowin: the hanpenings In Neca Hi'le and
thus ~n unknovn war contimsed, Jndia Joday loments that
“truth had been a casualty in this wor too®. To main=
tain the 'eurtain’ anm fsclate the Naca issue, foreloners
in Moce arvas - noetly missionerice = were sent away in
19508 and standiing rulcs made for restricting any visit
by them. Kuldip Hayar® reported that in 1979, Kohime
winted Mew UDelhi %o relex restrictions of forelaners visite
ing Hagaland for relicious fumctions or educational seminars
but the Central Govermment refused to make any exception,

31
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A popular basis of tho theories of the genesis of
social movenonts 4o deprivation, Clock and Staxk‘afw
thot a necessayy pre-condition for the rise of any organized
seciol coverent whether 4% be rolliglous or seculor is a sftua-
tion of folt-deprivation, According to Melouchlin dissatise
faction 4n & porson’s life prompt him to seek the solution
of Joining o soclsl movement but Ponly vhen dissotisfaction
contains the clement of deprivotion s collective sction
1ikely to nﬁewﬂ.ﬁ Akin to this &5 the relative deprivaticn
thoordes which developed from two broad lines of anprooch,
one using the notion of relative from point of soclol mobiw
1ity. In this approsch, relotive deprivstion is made the
bosis of s study of sotlal mobility as occuring through omue
lation ontd ponitive reference group behavio%.“ﬁ and the
other from conflict such g the Marxien tredition which ree-
copnized thot disspgtisfaction with the giglus cuo was not dew
teroined by absolute conditions but by relotive expectation.

Max Veber in his claossical works protrayed the sisuce
ture and colleetive action of the croup as o whole as the oute
corme of comitnent ©o certain systens of belief, In tune with
this tredition, Smlser“&’ propourdied structural conduciveness,
struetural strain and crystallisation of genexrolized belicf 4in

42 Gm{:k' C.Y & Stark. n" {1965). B

Antention, Chicago, Rand Llellally
43 McLoughlin Barry, (1969), Op Cit, p. 70 Ny
45 Rao, M.S.A., (1978), O CA%, po & - )

a5 Smolsexr, Neil, (1962), Qn Cit, p. 36 S
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a social order as the underlying factors leading to collec~
tive bohaviour. then s sitation develops with these condie-
tions, speedfic events may trigger off a social movement.
Smoloer s concerned vith the ports ployed by cultural value
and moros in the relation betveen an emerging moverent and
tts social mildeu, T.K. Oocmen 00,8 in his classification
of social movenonts included ideolonical nmovements thich
emsrgt as response @ fetrain® created due to the inadecupscy
of the existing ideologlcol sreams in a society,

| Guxr explaing relative deprivotion a8 Taclors poaxgepe
tion of discrepancy between their value expectations end
their value eapsbilitios., Value expectations are the goods
end copxiitions of 1lifo o vhich peonlo belicve they are rightly
entitled, Value copabilities ore the goods and condditions
they think they ere capable of getting and keemm}"?f Tho diow
creponcy may be cousod vhere expectaotions remain siable but
capabilities decline (decremental deprivation) expretotions
rise but capebilitics decline (progressive depyivation) and
expectotion rice while capabilities remoin the sane (espirse
4ional deprivotion).

Social psycholegists look for genesis of social movew
ments 4n vhot Wranspires within the psyche, ligny have drown
brogdly upon Froutdien tradition, They look €0 discrepancies

46 Oommoon, T8, (1972), Q0 _Gids pe 19
a7 ﬁm; T, (1970), w. Pe 24
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botwoon the ‘ego~lovels? and the 'schievement levels' of
individuols., Thinkers from psychological schosl also cone
sider potholopicol traits in on individual's as officlent

cause of o soecial novemont,

thile raviw‘ing the various améuaches to tho goenosie
of socinl movenent 4¢ 4o pertinent to point out the twn broad
categoyies ond wﬁswnﬁim views, (&) The moterialiste,
Morxion coproach on ﬁhé basie of relative denrivation ephoe
sizing tho ohift toword intreczsing poverty as the sourece of
poetential rovolé, The Dorxian cnnrooch wihich Zgonorolly tro-
ces colloctive oction boek €0 solidrrity wi4hin cooups and
conflicts of intorest botween grovns considers the soliderity
ord the conflict of intrrest ¥o reinforce ecch other, and bases
toth of then on the orgonisotion of prm!ucﬁ,m",m {41) The
romnterinlist vievs which regord nommaterdcl volues on the
ultimete osources of moverents, TFor inctonce, Szymonsk and
Cooptzag vho sald thot novepents arise vhon socletios €oall
0 oot basic humon needs but Psustoined roverents comp ghout
beecause of frustrotion of peonlets nommateriol emotionol
drivos, spociolly the drive for cignity?,4?

Tocouevillo also hod veitten of the FPrench Nevolution

RN

8 Choxles, Tilly, (1978), Op Cits p. 14
49 Szymansk and Gocrtzez, (1979), Op Cit, p. 321
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and sald that tho peasants wege woalthier on the cve of the
tawmtmn than in any ecarlier period of thelir history, he
thus gave his view that revoluticn begin then comndition of
1ife begin to improve. CNations that have endured patiently
and a.’t.mm wons;cﬁ.mw the nmos$ overvhelning oppression
ofton bust in%a roebeilion againct tho yoke the moment 4%
begins to grow ldohter®. P  James C. Davies also conform

to this view vhen ho stoted: ¥the actual staote of sociowetow
noric development 1o lers significant than the expoctation
that progress now blochked can and must continue in the
fuwm"’.ﬁ

The emorgenco of people into notions §s a modern phow
nomonon shich began in western Europe in the elighteenth cone
tury. Since then writers from verious discipline have put
foward critorfia for a prople broconing a notion « territory,
size of population, culilural homogenity, similzrity of language,
compon historicol expericnce, cormon interest, shaved bolief
and loyalty o the groups shared hf;pe.’ etc, But the energonte

A " Lo

80

Sl navies Jms C., “Tcmn'd a "‘henrv of Revolution®,
Yi ¥ Bociglo:d oy, vol. RAVIX, phab,
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and existence of notions and nationestates &n the world today
on widely ﬁiff‘wm@s arourkis meke one difficull to give a comw
mon mogsuring yardstick, Therefore, while p sizocble mumber
of prople fms a defini“e territory whilch the people belicve
bolong to or should bolong to then ave certainly essentlal,
in the finsl anslysis as Ruper Emessmsa pointed out 5 nation
s simply o body of poople vho focl that they are a nation.
» And vhen human feelings are in bélm, ho tmpiies, they sre
nore then the sun of historical troditicn, language oy stotee~
craoft, 1t is this ctate of minﬂ. Sihe consciousness of bew
lomging o 2 notlion coupled with an active urge to perpetucte
and stronothen nationsl power which has developod into a powvers
ful ideolony, vaguely described as notional mindedness or
na%iamnsm”,s‘a Hans KohrPtiefines nationolism as ®a politdcal
crced that umlerlies the cohesion of modern societios ond lo=
gitinizes their clain to authority. MHotionolisn contres the
supreme loyalty of the overwhelning najority of the people
upon the nationestate, either m}.sum or desired®, According
to hin, the rise of notionalisn aﬁ a pherosenon of modern
European history 495 closely linked with origins of popular so-
vercignty, tho theory of govermment by Tactive consent of the
governcds ﬂm orowth of mwmria@. the lessening of oldey roli-

i

52 Emetsm\ Rumx'. 1973} “The Nature af ?!a%iun’*, in
Mo Alister, I (Ed) 11974), wuth Fa »

Akzun aendamln. {1964), ate and lai
& Co., lonion, p. 46
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glon, tribal, clonist, or feudsl lovalties, and the spread
of urbanization, industriaslizotion and improved commnicae
tion, A from thic Europeon oxperience the sproad of naw
tionalien on o global scole §s 'the result of the Europese
" nizotion ond codernization of non-western and preepodern

sociotios,

The focets of notionalism has been approached by
writors of vorious disciplines, Nliﬁinunv;% notionslisme
gre judgoed by 5 sinole eriterion; whether the group sttained
soveroignty or not, This ¢test lumps togother all successful
moveronts regardless of their soclolooicsl conient, Hang
Kohn™® following & historians trodition classified on geopra=
phical typology as “western® amd “nonewestern®. Such @ clas=~
sification involve peral Sudgement and does not regord sny
nanifostation of 'nonwestern' nationslisn in ‘western' or
yice yorsa. Cerlton Haveas" snother witer' from historical
trodition cugaested distinetion botieen oriainal and derived

- ——c——

$5 &31‘&1, AdD, {Ed ]’ ‘1.976)3 ALLE '- ),
Londion, P 6

mhw. Ham, (3.94&). the
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87 SC‘Q. riﬂ@mt&dt (Eﬂ)‘ ‘19?1’. wr 2 b RAGE CAOAQONE [
Roader, Dasic Books Inc., bilshers, fiew Yorks P &
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nationaldsm. He hes focussed oxclusively on ideology, Yet he
seem 40 base on sound empirical observatien vhen he sajd
thot nationolisn does not exist &n any *pure' form, but repe
resont slwoys a blend in which certain notlonalist ingre-
glients ove fused with vorious other ideoloaical clemonts,

This gives a useful clacrificotion for un’erstonding developw
nent of notionalico in Furope and the poculiar blemds vhich
have opprarod in the post=colonial sceme, But such exclusive-
1y ideologicol opproach has its limitstions for the study of
social movements 15 escentially involved with the portici=
ponts a5 an action group.

From a soclological bockground Louis vpith>2 distin-
guished four bosic typess an expansionisct variety or hegee
mony notionallsn, s separatist variety or particularistic na-
tionalice o virulent Lorderland variety or morainal nationse
1ism arel the nationelisn of minorities. He further devided
tho laot typo into three: Pluralistic - seéixing cultural autoe
nony and civil equplitys Secessionist, seekinp coparstion from
¢the dominont mojority, and milicant, seeking dominotion over
this majority, Uith support from agoressive coenstionals from
atxoss the border. This classificotion is predominently based
on the aims of porticulsr notionalist mvamnﬁs butthe ains of
various movenents ore difficult ¢o assess spocislly those of onw

A " S o
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going movenents, Thus, as he himself adnit Vitrth's classi-
ficotion 18 not so0 much os distinet varfeties but rather as
vorious stoges of the stane notionalist movenment.

Aulds Smith% cotogorises the uze of the torn notlow
nolicm into ¢hros moin referencess (1) the whole process by
vhich notions and notionestates have come into beingy (11)
the formation of nationol consclousness ond soliderdty - o
national f;;e:ﬂmitﬁwrlﬁf {441) the phenomenon of an ideclogical
‘movenent aining ot outonomy and identity smong cortain units
of the population, definod by stleast s minority of its
wenbers as vorthy of the stotus of natiorhood.

The claossification made by Konstantin® as regards

. netionalist moveront seem the most accurate, Aecording %o
him notionslisn can be understood into two wide catecories,
(1) tlationalion of mnjorities which hold politicol power
in thoir vespoctive reolmsy (44) notionalisn of the subject
proples vhich strivo for poiltical and cultural emancipation
{inclusive of conuine nmimorities as well as policical mino=
rities), To him tho first casc of notlonalisn is usually a
consocuenco of the countryf’s international relations such as
conflicts over boundories, political ond economic rivalry,
military defeat, 0%, OF & reaction against the noticnalist

AR - -

59 Smith, A.D. "The Diffusion of Nationalisms Some Hise
torical amd Sociological Perspective®, in [ 8
nurnal of Socioloo vol, 29 2). 197é. Peds

€0 Konstontin § s «» Symmolewiez, ®Nationalist Movew
pentss An AL ¢ at a Comparative Tynology,® in S.N
Eisonstadt (Bd)., (1971), Op Cit
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stirring atong the country’s minority pecople. In the sscond
case 4t s usunlly o reaction to the status of inferiority,
to the denisnl of political and cultural self-expression and
the frmosition of allen rule and custom, He describes the
sheordd cotoqory o8 notionolist novements %a socisl movenent
aiming ot & mational liberation®,

Konstantin fuithm: statess Palthough nationalisn
smong the nojority poople ooy ot times take the foro of o
social oovenent, 1% 45 for the most part repre onted by regu-
1lar political portics or by the state $tself, In tho case
of "ninority pcoples® on the other h'ami, nationalisn must
&f nccessity follow the pottern of o typlical social movement,
fnd e Nsoa Uovenent represents a typical case of such o

mvenent.

Chaptex 1t A rveview of literature on social movements
in an attemt ¢o assess oninions on dnfinitions, clacsifications,
orvi origin of socisl movements in gonmersl and nationalist movew
ments in particular,

~Chantex IIs Social movements are products of social
structure, Thorefore, the Chapter desls with the MNans peoplex
tho social envirorment, the composition, and the socisl system
in the treditions) tlaga soclety.
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w The Chapter dwells on the pree-movement
history -« tho onvirommental conditions thot evolved a primopw
dial sontinmeont amongot the Nagas and their neiphbours in the
ploins and the emergence of nationalist ethos in the Nagas
political view.

Chanter N1  In this Chapter we look ints the poli-
tical situation in the fmﬂt-infmpandent Indins, Tho ovents
thot led ™ coealation and further alienation of people in
o chromological account,

Ghapter Vi  From the facts presented in the proe
cecding Chapters, w moke an ovaluation of the imposse and
conceptualize the sockael dynamics thot caused the persistence
of the idevlogy of Nags nationalism inspite of the changes.

Chantar. VIt A retrospect of tho siudy and the
trend that the poverent seem to show.






The people known as the Nagas are of the Hongoloid
rate mubeoring ocbout g million ond a half. They inhabit
the Indo-burmese frontier between the mrﬂwm paxt of
Brahnoputra and Ghs.mm;n rivers covering an approximate
area of 20,000 s, miles, They are o comglomeration of a
nurboy of @ibes aml subetribes bourd together on putative
blood~tio, The varfous tribes speck different lamuages
and dialects of the Tibeto~-Burmon group but share many si-
rilsr cultural troits vhich podints towards an obsciwe cobe

pon origin.

Hithorto the meaning of the word *Naga', or the reaw-
son for which the Naga people came %0 be known by this no=
monelature remain chscure,  Althouch vorious theories on
this has come gbout, ovidence to substontiate any of the
thearies atill lack convincing foundations and, thorofore,
attonpis to Wwoce the otvhmon of this word so for rest solely
on scemontic exercisos, However, 1¢ is rewsrding ¢o seo
into the roasons o8 to vhy various scholars have postuloted
thokr theories, |

then the British wore in explorativo expeditions
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fn the middle of tho ninsteenth century, Dalton’ recorded
that the name appliod by the Hindus <o the inhobitants of
the Maga hillo was from the Sanskric root, meaning *noked!
or the Somskrit ‘pag's snske, and he remorkedr ®which ever
dorivation vo tako, 4% must be a’mitted thot the word 4s
optly applicd as the Nagas love to decorote rother than to
clothe their porson, and) are decidedly snche=line in theis
habit®, It 45 also believed thot the word is derived fyom
the Benppli word wz noaning, "noked', Yerudet!, Yhope
borioun?, cte. The theory of nskednecs és the origin of
the vord does not hove nuch logical reasons, for, though
tho Negas woyo theon hardly clad, so also were the neighbours
ing tribosten such g8 the hasis, Garos, liikirs, ote. Al
08 U, Robinson® ohserved oven in the 19th century, "the
torts noga = nolted = has nover beon bnovm to be opplied %o
pthor scontly clod hill trllwé“. The second word moaning
'snake? 4o also ascocloted with thosc suthors vho believed
Nages %o bo onshe worshipers or 'snakesrsce', Dut to ac-
copt this theory ve would only depend on rhymos without
any base on tho poople, as the tlagas were movhero close %o
snokewoyship. On tho contrary, some fiagas eot snaltos amnd
is emicﬁewd p dolicacy. |

S U Daltm E.T., 9Tho Nagas of Uper nsam‘. in szln
Vexriez’ (Ed}mémég). The. Nagas 41 inetre
Contury, Oxford University Press, London, pedth)

2 Yonua, Asoso, (1974), The His s Vivek Publie
shing RG!!SQ‘. Delhl, p. &

3 LDowinson, 11,, *The Naga Tribes', in Elvin Varrier,
d) On C1t, p. B :
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Some writers sugnest that the word Nage means, 'hill
want® deriving 1% fron the Hindustant pag ocuivalent o a
nountain. ﬁuﬁt@n‘é eleo for onc tine oubscribad to the meow
ning ‘countainecr?!, ‘mountareous'! or 'inaceessible ploce?,
He, however, reeconted his ogsin&cm to the 'naked® theory.
Later, *in view of the foct that Piolemy in the third ox
fourth century A.D. and Chiataxidin Talish in the ointeenth,
bokh speisk of Nogas as "nanna® mosving na!*ml. Whilo atecnte
ing ' probabiiisy of Sinacseosidle mountain® ono is left
to ask vhy 4t should exclusively nope the Hagas vhon all the
periphory of the Brahmaputra valloy were hill peoples

thy Poarl® suggested s throry of derivation from *nok?
a vord used by some ocastern Nago tribes for prople., E.G.
Gai.tﬁ also wrote ®the collective designation by vhich they
{Nagas) oro known to the Assamese seens o be derived from
nok which reons *folk' in some of the tribal dialects., then
stronge partios meet &n the plains, they are sald to ask cach

ek et or 'ﬂm‘ meaning ‘what follt aro you?'.
One notsble polnt 4n this 45 thot cven today Nagss have the
hobit of caw.nag one ondther or encuiry vhore n@e ic fron or
vhere one Eelang as a rort of greating,

——_—

4 Sce, #ills, J.P. (1926), W. Ligemillon,
t&mn’ p;‘lqg ﬂ,& : : ‘ b .

% . Im Hutton, JJM. (1928), 1
ﬂnivexcsity Press, mndon.

1’1!‘&@14 & 60.. ralcu%ta, p.
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: Another thwght is the pmhabilitv of sﬂerivat&m fron
the word mg, maning *daot in the language of the Ao Nags
tribe and 'Ka' meaning Y60 have'. . Hence tho word 'logat dee
rived fm tHok~Ka' to mean a man with a dao for eVery alf:lad
' Negn corried with him a dao in the olden days.

Some toke the word to be from the Kacharis a nedghe
bouring tribe from the plains vho called the hill peoplo,
’Nehﬂga,‘,a ;neanilng twarrior' or "fighter', Assgmeso pronouns=
ced as Nuahg or Nona. Hente 1% was anglicized as tboge to
denote the choracteristic of the warrior,

Blwlin accopt the theory of *rok? or or Tacoplet to "Naga?

as Ahe mmt itkely derivotion for it hos ﬂm 3:¥: n) manina in

o few ‘!‘ibpto-*%man Yamguoges. He wrote, "4t is common
mwg}mut India for tribesmen to ‘call t!mméelwa by words
meaning 'man' an attractive habit which suggesta that thoy
Jook on themselves simply as people, free of cormmal ox
caste agsaciéuam'ag Horan'® also finds this theory most
probable. ‘

Although 1t lack concrote ovidence of tho thoordes
gtatod ghove, wo are inclined to accept the *man® or 'people?

9  Blwin Verrtor, (1961), Hagalands Shillong, p. 4

10 Hoxam, [, {1978), W, Baiie mmushing
‘ Corporation, Dnlhi. Pe
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proposition. It is alss found in various Afzican tribesnon
that thoy ontitle themselves by Hoxdo moaning 'the men' or
beoplet. IDuls tribes, the Bura ond Pabir tribes, and the
Mumye tribes of Nigeris are exenplicry for all these nomes
mean 'mon' or 'pooplet., The lNeges aleo fdentify themcelves
ot 'poople®. Thio §s spociolly prevolent ariong the Naga
tribos with whon outsiders from vestern pleins would first
and most frovuently encounter, For instance, Rongmol, Zems,
Liongnel, (the three constitute Zoliangnong) which are clo-
sest % the plain in the sauthern part, Remgma, Tenyimia,
{Angemd) Chizima {Lotha) Semi {Sema), etc,, in the contral
rogion, and Toprongurd (Kanyat) in the north, The words, -
mel, oi, oo or nis, mean peaple® or ‘ben' in various llaga
dislects, - The naws of a2 Wibe when suffixcd by one of these
would mean men belonging €0 thet 'tribe®, For. example Sopond
mesns men belonging to the copo people orx u&»ﬁ;

Thus tho oricin of the vword 'Naga' remsins yet %o be
cétablished, However, it is obvious thot 4t was a neme given
by non«llogas for the Heaas mmszeives did not have any collece
five norenclature until the later half of the 19th century.
Even by 1891 R.G. eadthrope }mted “the vord (Naga) is foreign
ant unzccognizod by the lagaes thetselves. They hove no genoe
ric tern for the vhole raoce, mor cven fex' each of the variocus
tribes constituting this race® '} Their coming togother or

3l Toodthrape, R.G., "Meeting of the Anthrepologicol
 Institutets ins Elwin Vereier, (Ed), (1969)s £p.Ci%
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seeing in oach other similorities vhich now pmﬁnma then
oS one people porhops 'was prevented by the proctice of heode
hunting and internccine werfore, It is proboble thot even
the tribal nomes as they are Qsmé today =~ Ao, Anoaml, Lotha,
p¥€C.y = avo also eézm@ by outsidexs,

Foeod viith lock of cuthentic conclusion on vhy ave
thozo Wribos called Nogss, ve ore persuaded w furthoer look
into tho constituentss their origin, their similarities and
the rocsons by vhich thoy differentiote themselves from othes

peaple,

Tribes and subetribes of the Hagas conmot bo exactly
manbered a9 thelr boundories are on vegue demarcation of ten
on the bosis of diolect, And typical of & tribal life cach
village dislect differs with the other. Presently recogni=
sed tribes aye Angly Angaml, Ao, Chakhesang, Cheng, Hemd,
Hiamyon, Joru, Jothe, Fhiemmungon, thorom, Holyo-Kenyu, Hom,
gonych, Lomkang, lotha, lakaors, Mao, m-ﬁ:mm, Iaring, Mavso
- llonsang, Nemaik, Uockte, Phon, Rangpam, Rengoma, Sanplam,
Semey Tonghhul, Tsangsa, Tsaplaw, Usncho, Y mchunger, md
Ziuamng, divided in the north east Indion stotes and
north wostern bonk of Chindwin river in Burma,

Somso of the fribes are formed out of combination of
various subiribes such a3 Chslhensang, consisting of Chakru,
Kheghs end Saongtan, Each of these tribes has 0 definite
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texritorisl bounlary, proctises move or less a homogenous
culturoe and is morked by a consciousness of belonging to a
cotmon entity. This had croot becring in the ‘la%ter poli-
icol developmont monifesting into ﬁribs.l alliancen,

For lock of a written record and proper research
tho history of the Nagas thus for, rcoain® g8 obscure as
thoir remonclatime, Thero ore legends, stories, and folke
loves among the vorfous tribes indicating their origin and
routo of migration but these differ widely and are incohorent
{n thoir dotoils, lore often thon not these folklore are
mixed with 1llogical and mythical toles and thus evede rotiow
nal conclusions, Inspite of these pwoblém one cormion feoture
noteworthy 4s thot pll these theories point towards the ease
tern part of the vorld as thelr origin. Thic is culte probo-
ble for othnicolly they exhibit affinity ¢to various mainland
Asian and Southeast Asian cultures,

Sdmo cultursl tralts of the Hagas which had been proce
ticed since time immemorial points to life {n 2 sea crwirone
ponts Firstly, all ilsga tribes use sea shells {n their orns=
ments. and clothes highly csteemed as jewollory sntl avong Some
tribos the sholls sorved as currency. Seccondly, every tribe
in scoe form or the other, have boat-;ahapa artifocts, Somo
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in forms of huge containers and others of log-drums or
xylophones, Thirdly in the vecabulary of the iribes, words

| connoking soa @mmm are distinctly svailcble, For
instonce, in Angooi languago, the vard dadd Kegha (1iterslly
= big wotor) moaning seo, MW (premature
tand) meoning Loland pu meoning boat, Considering the hilly
terrain of tholr prosent habitation and these cultural treits
w0 moy sofoly ooy thet the tlagas once lived on a teo shore
OF noar to one.

~

Dy 0.6 smmhm a Christian misatanary ordd a8 socloloe

gist gavo o comporative study of Nogas and their effinity
with Dyske .ami Ravans | of Doyneo, the Dattack of Sumatras in
Indonosio, the Irrogots and Hupaos of Fhillipines and sooe
tribsl groups of Formoss in cultural similorities with ome
another like head<hunting, dermitory dwelling hoise, dispossl
of the desd on raised platforms, o great freedon of inters
courso betweon the acxes before merriage, betel chewing, aver-
sion to nglk o5 an article of diet, tatooing by pricking,
chsence of any powerful politico! organization and double
cylinder vorticol forge, the simple loom for wooving cloth,
o lorge quxirangular or hoxogonal shield, and residence in
hilly rogions vith erude form of agriculture, He, howevor,
motad thot these charactoristics do not oppear unifornmly in
the various Nopa teibes, B

32 See, Smith, W.C., The
mziﬂﬂ é@o 3-1?8.,
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Alenchiba’3 finds that the study of legends and tra=
dition among the Maoge tribes reveal successive waves of mig-
rotion from different route and ot difforent points of time
but generally from south to north.

Thus by criteria of their folklores linquistic group,
culturol affinity, du-eciims of oigration and of courss, the
phorotypical fﬂaﬁ&*@, the llagas have thelr root towards the
esst ond Southeast Asta. Dut the questions of time and routes
of migration ore as yot shrowded in probabilitios,

| Considoring the sbove criteria, we nust beay in mind
thot those theordcs cogld be eosily opplied to the other hill
tribos of Northoast India. And, thorefore, wo ore faced with
the cuestion vhy this group of people came to form a peopls
soparcte fron their fellow immigrants? end how thoy distinguish
themsolves from the rest? |

In this rospeet somo outstanding cultural features are
noticorblo (4) the sco orlented culcures of the Nages which
are found cbsont in other iribes of the lortheast Indiag (4%)
01l the Nago tribes decorote their war implements e Doo, Speor,
shicld, otec.y = vhich are also vsed in ciam;es, anl festivities

i3
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with hetry usuolly of goats and simep, which others do notj
(111) Nage tribes point or dress dheir calves thowgh it va-
rios in dooligns, o5 a sian of valowr oml such i::mctim is

" ot fourd in the culture of the other tribess (iv) A comron
footure 4o the peopleo ooting in maﬂen plotes,

According to U, Robinson 14 Nagas appear in general
to distinguish themselves from twefr nelighbours by physicel
confornation, ®for though thero &s ouch differomce amonpst
then, yot they ore in common remorkehle for exmly €oarse,
savage countononcen, and dull, tﬁmiﬁ; heovy dicpositions®,

Pravuing common traits a? reseblance agnongst the tribos
wo find tho scmes and Tangkhuls hove offinity of language,
clothes, folk-sonns, and marshoe customs, The Semas, Maos,
Chokhosangs and Angonis have offinity on cuestions of inherie
tance, sdoption, taking of ooths amnd such other things. _T!m
Tonghthuls, Chathesengs ond Acs and Angamis have similor mothods
of cultivotion and house building. The Chingjarol Tanghhuls
speok almost the same diolect as the Angamls and Chokhesange,
The tatooing system and 1t aceompanying bolief soro the some
mong hos, Tangkhuls, Semas, Rengmas, and Sangtoms. Agadn
the Sangtans gnd Aos arce pkin in varfous ways to the Konyalis,.
Likewdse, wo find mony oioflorities among the t:;bea.m As a
» mattoy of fact no boundaries botween Chekhesang, Angond ond so

14 Robinson, Y., (1941), M’ pe. 84

15 Pox detoiled list of smilaﬂt&es ser, Horom, .,
(1975), 0p.Ci%s pr. 37



tribes can reolly be drawn,

. Thus as Horanm pointed out "the similaritics hetween
the Noga tribes far outstirip the cyiff‘ezemu betveen them,
Such foctors o8 the mmmucxw of Lamagea con casily be
urplopstood vhon one reolliges t.hs greﬁ 1sozauen in vhich
small groups lived®, 16

It is ovident thot cven in tho ecorifest days of thoir
known history the Hoga tribes distingaished themsclves from
othor hill ¢ribes arcund them, though constently at ware
amongst themsolves amd using d‘iam\ts o different,

‘ ) 4 4 €an only be the lack of 2 writton script thot
propey rocord of thely corlier life and interactions got
bloak ond thus posing the cuestion to present rescorchers
25 to vhether the Nogas os they clalm today, were reglly o
distinct group of people,

thotover the problems « appelation of the word Nags
or their origin - for our study in the soclologicsl porsproce
tiva, the foct that o group of people ¢ome together a8 a
poople amd launched s eollective setion striving o bo & no=
tion=stata gives us the premise of analysis, Ue, thereforo,

B - ; - niv

16 Horam, ti., (1975), Op Cit. p. 37
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will look into the Hags society in their guthentic nre-colo-
nisl poxiod to understand the social structure and sociologie

cal dynomies within thedr social systen,

Knotn history of the Nagas does not provide any basis
to belleve thot a contralised authority or a psrticulor form
of political systen over existed before the British advent
although Dr Bmh“ suggest that Hagas night eriginclly hove
autocratic forn of goverrment chich wos invented whon the rule
of ome strong man was essential in the pre-settlcd stage,

Naga tribes veye scattersd ond icolated fron one anothor bee
cause of their hoodhunting practice, intermecino varfare,
cormunication problem and close cconomic systen, Eath ibe
had 1its own éwwm of social organisation ot the village lrvel,
Although looscly knit allfonces amongst the villages gavo the
tribrs cortoin amount of unity for purpose of defence and wor,
each village was a sovereign state, an\ indenendont politicol
ontity of on integrated vhole, Therefore, s study of the
Nego socioty dwell around the villooe os a sociol, politicsl,
cconomic snd roliofous unit, |

7 Bareh, H. ”I\!agalamifa m"ﬂiﬁw in top
Kohima, vol.l, MNo.l, Morch 1973, p.i8 lighlandeg,




Naga villeges were perched on hilltops with norrow
approach paths, The prinory consideration for such a site
obviously was the basic nced for defence'. They vore wollw
fortificd with linited gates vhich were very often guarded,
A viow of 'ﬁm flolds, and proximity to water ssurces vere
" other considorotion of a villoge site. louses are bullt
vory close €0 oach other ond thercfore, & very close soclal
interaction amony tho mechbers of the village,

Polity

Traditionol Nego intcrnal political systen prodonge
nantly involved decision makirgg* law onforcement ond dise
putes, sottlenents wAthin the boundaries of the villoge.

It vould bo a futile atterpt to emmorote the various prace
tices within the scope of this research. However, the g«m-?
ral power structuxe of the variws, villegos and tribes can

be clearly umiersm through the varlous segmentption of

the village conmmnity., Fvery villoge consists of throe or
more clans knowm as *ithels?., These clans vere ofton linkcgess
- even othorwise peabers are belisved to be from common gncese
try. Ewvery clan hod interreloled pressure groups such as the
Uorung, ane grouns, the Council of clders and the familles,
Politicol powor in the villege 1s structured ond operated in
ﬂsnemirs; or :icscenﬂiné orders according @ the type of systenm
caoch twibo practice.



r ]
44

Raorm politicsl systems varios mong the tribes from
a nooy dictatorship to an extreme form of democracy, The
Semas, Ronysks, Chongs, and Maos had hereditary chiefs., Of
these the Konyak chief enjoys highest stotus, He i3 consi-
dored sacrosonct. The Semas have o protofewdal systen. The
lrnd 45 controlled by the chiefs and distributed for cultie
vation to the poople. In such tribes the chiof may consult
tho elon elders vho in turn tahes tho viow of the different
preassure groups in the clan. Hovewver, th-e ultimote authority
restod solely on the chicfe and thoiy rule was occepied 2%
Low, lost of the other tribes proctice chicftionship but
selected by the clans, |

The Ans haove a repulplican form of govermment in which
& sizesble council of clected menbers from various clans
hnown -aa. tartars? rule with powers vested by tho villagers.
These councillers were instated for a fixed term according
to the cge-group sucecssion and removed vhen their tenure
oxndres, The Angamis are knowm fer their 'pure' democracy,
They have frooefor=all debates in decision mokings - the clan
1f the insue is within or inter~clan and the whole village
if theo case is intere-village or on village level. '?hef hove
nominal chiefs vho functicn only as convenor of the gereral
noatings, Uriting about this system Captain Dutier sald
Cavery man follow tho dictate of his own will, a forn of
purest democraocy which fa very difficult to concolve of a8
ex;ié»ting cven for a single davy ond yet thot 4t does endst
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hore is an undentsble fact®.}® Howover, for final delibe-
ration they depute peoplo with experiente ond in such selece

]

ion spe seniority is hichly respecisd.

The village chiofs or headmen in Naga villsges axe
‘proninent figures, Nesides thoir political power, in all
coclol and roligious festivals, Thoy onjoy varicus privi-
leges. They ave entitled {0 certsin clothing end & portion
of moat of anfmals killed in the village during festivals
or in some coses evin pt othor times, They are always
offercd the best rice berre  They have no slaries, but ore
vell paid in percuisites and grotuitous labour,

The chiofs axe also assigned hoavy responsibilities,
They m:a control over the entire civil moiterr, They look
gftcr tho dofonse of the villege ond acts as the host or
olocotes hosto to visitors, All visdtors to & village nust
notify the purposo and durotion of thoir visit to the villcge
chicf ond poy hin their respoct, who in turn guaranice, Meir
safety during theiy stay, He is the convenor and chalrman
of villogo council meoting and reprecents the village or
deputes his reprecentotives in inter-village conferences,
rbove all, he is the cormanler=in-chief of the villoge®s pass
fut RS 4+ ¥ ém leads then in time of war.

18 Int Huiton, J.H. {1921), On Cit, pe 193
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The Nagas have a patriarchal, patrilinial and natwi=-
local kinship systen. Thereforoe, the hend of the family 4s
the fother or in cose of his early Ceath the eldest son,
Inheritonte go to sons, though daughters do not inherit proe
portios ivmoveblo properties can be given to them on hoy
maredoge as gifts. DBecause of the patrilineal system descent
is rockoned through the male line ond deccent through women
fs largoly ignorod, Therefore, heatds of ¢the clan or villope
ave slways mole members, This doos not howover, indicate a
low status for vomen. The womenfolk has heavy responsibilis-
. t4es and privileges, Uriting of tho Ao vomen, Hills said
BAn Ao voman is very for from being a slave and a drudge.
Her position 45 nowhore inferior o that of man, she slways
has hor clon behind her end wero a badetempered husband to
bully his wife he would soon hove o swarm of angry in-laws
buzzing round his cars, ond his wife would promplly leove

him®, 39

The clans form the exonencus aroups and in some cases
vhero papuiaﬁon 46 bigy the cxogemy is arranged on lineage
groups of a elen, Uidows and oged people becomes responsibie
14tdes of thedr immediote consancuines, In case of o divorce
thich 45 quite common the vomon goes buack ¢t hor own kingroup
and mams' ¢ill a reunion, remarrisge or death, A divorced
woman is ontitled ¢o only ismovable properties, |

1 " -
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Ono of the most important soclal institution in Naga
socioty is ¢the morung = a dormitary for ummorriecd young men,
Every Noga villoge hed one or more morungs andd among some
tribos 1t 45 orgénired in texms of clans which may hove more
than one,  Though the word is possibly Acsamese origin every
villsge hos 2 nome for it in their recpoctive diaslccts,
Konysk call 4t *ban' or 'pen’; Aot call 4t Yasichu'; in
Angari Yildchu 4%, 'Longshim® in Taupkhuls '*Dek Chang! in
Sepay 'Chanpo! in Lotha and 8o on. The noture of use vories
fronm iribe 20 Wribe but » morung has various fisnsuuns indise
ponsoble o a Noga. |

Givon the warenrone stmosphere ffie nurung sexved a9
Yguord houso vhore youny hien Stay togedher roady for any
ovontuglity. This 45 mose eviicnt tn the Ao oreas chore the
corung §s gonerally situoted ot the gates ond sirotegie
sites of the villsgo, More than Poing o defence technicue
- the poreng wos the contre of the Neges cultwrel life, It
vas in <ho corung thaot the ycuth gots trained for the future
indepondent 14fe ond were dmparted lessons on community lie
ving., I% provided physical training in comes, sports gnd
warfore énﬁ lessons in crts ond handicrafis from the wooving
of baslzaia o construction of houscs and sundry. Here the
youth gots fnvoluorle lesson~ &n oration, diplomccy, and
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loadership, Thoy wero olso acquainied vith the hislory,
cultwre, folklore, moral cedes, sustoms and tratitions,
songs and dancos of their villege, in short their entire
h@ritsga. These tore inparted both orally ond practicolly
to tho leorncr. The curriculum of the morung sloo included
feslivitios ond llescrely cdiscoursco vhero mvs in omd

crounyl them ore cormunicated,

The morung tuzns out ealﬁ-mnenﬁ Oirciplined citi~
zons omd responeible lesders., They im:uicat.e valuos of
hamsw,' wruthfulneos, industriousncss and aro roady to
beor the rosponoibilities of o matured msn, Ursuls Dovers
odve o comprehensive view of & norung oroduste chen she
vrote Pthey ore the Rwugher fibre and the rough corncrs have
boon rubhod off, They are rore celferclaint, with cormon
genso ond bottor diccinline ond cghove all their loyolty and
vense of torvice to o corporate body i8 welledleveloned,
They hove not lost the individualicn, but they have o view
of the vorld in relotion to them-elves, a group of mutual
dution os vell gs rights, & way of gliving o fair desl for a
i’aw”ﬁﬁal"‘,a 1111872 slso find the .monm@ 08 8 replocement
of a fathoy o8 o discinlinarion ond noted thet violent cua-
greolos botweon fother on? sons ave rore frequent in tribes

vadch have no norungs,

21 Bownrs, Ursula, G., (1952), Naga Path, Readers Union,
M’Eﬁﬂnp P 75

. }ﬂmiﬁ;h Pe 68 . '
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Hotungs are exclusively for men. Though in some
tribes there wepo suall hgmséa for unmarried girls too, in
many cosos such proctice did not exist. lomen ore prohi’ de
ted from entering o morung eor ity premisos, Such a taohoo
was otrickly adhored o by nost of the wibas.. It s baliwsc!
that a breach of such a tabso entoils 11Ruet for the vhole
corennity « in ¢im- of hunting and war, Suth praciico of
housca sirictly served for the use of moles or femplos 20
vhich seeoss is denfcd to mesbers of ﬂw opposite SoN wos
also mglem in tiany ports of the wxm,gs and the strict
sdherongo contributo to the moaintenonce of a balconeed social

order.

Thore are variatiecns in the degree of velue atteched
W and the organization of rorungs am:mg the different tribes,
An AD not groad store by their norungs ond he would not
sponht of himself a2 bolonaing %o o particular fTol of his
village but t0 a particular ltiorung vhile o the Semes and
Aangonds the morung does ned ploy oo immortant a role excopt
for spociol festivols, reolating to reliclous telfief and ceiiw
vitios and other importont political diccussions, For BAthen
ordinarily attemionce ot the morung is not compulsory, (xiting
of the oorung ctong the Aos, %mim@r&aﬂ says: “one noy agreo
or disogreoe vith the principle of qgiving boys a traintng in

23 sﬁ@"g Hoxan, [1., 1975, Op Cit, P 66
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comunity spirit outosdo the individusl familyg but there
ten bo no quostion thot the morung is one of the main pillars
of the Aos soclol ordog. The bachelors hall was the social
centre of thr villapge, the ogowmgroups of the morung vhere
the ngtural lsbour toamy for cvery mublic work and the rights
and ebligations of overy meubrr of the cormmunity was regulae
tnd by his place m the age=group systen®, 24

The Semss have no separste house set aport or built
to bo used a8 forung .bu% thoy uce the chief's house vhich
usually wap spocious crnpugh €o sorve the purpose, The
Anganis have o difforent term for the *iichuki' and the
'thehu' though both are usually situsted under the same roof
or very clase by. Jhohy is an institution gencrally sssociow
tod with a bornfire obviously for warnth, and orcaniged along
the lino of locallzed clans. It nrvertheless secrves the
nurpose of vhat 8 rorung does in other <ribes,

Hombership of a morung in most tribes 1s an olaborate
affair, Sobe even hove age preseriptions and specified course
in spreified durntions, All tribes hove vichts and duties for
the various sge-grouns of the morung = the oge group is strictly
ohservod atong the Aos. lew entrants ore scverely ragged and
disciplined. They are expected o gother fuel, fetch woter,
cool food and all sorts of demestic chores, They are oxpected
o run exonds  for the senjor mwobeors or for the cormunity and

24 Furer Bnmmzéuri. Christopher Von, (19062) (2nd Edn,),
AR Naked lanas, Thacher Spink, Calcutta
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‘wf the same time gttond to thelr comforts, Obedience is
ptrictly demanded of ther at thie stoge, ALl theso gre
ohoyed without ohioction as esch one hoped thot in due time
‘his turn would come. The cenior members assume other heg-
vier yeoponsibilitios in connection with the adninistration
ond xunning of ﬁxé torung. For sil these the morung has
145 ovm ret of rulos and regulotiors ond though the one oute
side intepcfors in 4ts odministrotion. The monbors undepe
staniaobly come oithin the psle of the vi.'naga authority ond
ore liable to punishment as any other ordinery villogers
for broach of ony traditionsal or customary law.

thile morungs curriculum are nainly for the youth,
it aloo 15 on institution thot involwed ‘he wholc soticty,
The exponditurcs incurred when morungs ore bhullt are met
by the vhole clon or village but its neintenonce was the
responsibility of its morbors, JJP. HMlls describes this
significonce t&xust' "1t 45 an undoubted fact that among
the Noge tribes thet build morungs, the state of those
bulldings in o villago gives a sure indicotion of the state
of the villoge i1¢self, Decaying moru.gs mean o decaying
villago ond o wolleused well kept morunas a vigorous commuw
nit?.ﬁs |




A morung also funciionnd as a3 sanctuary. b erinminsl,
vhethor of thot village or a fugitive from anothrz, could be
touched wim in g vorung ‘oven did a mon tormit nurder. The
avongers, in the fury of the moments canmot pursue hin into
s torung. The mon of the Khel to which the corumg beloms
st protect hin €411 the case ggainst hinm hoe been discussed
ond caln sction deeided on® .26 Crimes were also not coomitied
in a moruno, Property con bo left lying sbout in one with
safety, for it 4o o tgboo to sidal in 5 m. Any strongor
ontoring & morung a5 o rule was troated with hospitality
ard could in no sccount be refused e nights shelter.

Intererolaoted with the morung is onothor ioportant
soclal institution « tho age-group systen. FPor most of the
Hogas this systen scts as the determinant factor for recrite
ment or merbership into the village citizenty through the
socialization process of tho morung. Among the Ass every
male child born within the same age group of 3 years durae
hon of 7 yoors of oge 48 elipible 0 enter the morung amnd
replaco and £rec the senjors of the tradition-bound responsie
bilitdes, And on the oxpiry of three yeavs, they ore again
raplaced Dy o now sot of reeruits, A boy remains in his
originol coo-groups, t11l he dies, eoch groun taking iis

i

26 [31ls, J.P. (’-937). wtg Pe 52
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e from some prominant members, Oirls also hove their agos
groups but the oysten does not play a very prominont part in
fensle” llfan_ .

In tribes such ss the Anganis pnee-grouns are nare of
vork and socislizing orientation. Therefore, in this systen
hoys and girls togr ihr:s: farn grénps mt‘ aﬁrictw on any crie
tozion, Howover, sonerally mer borship conos within 4 t0 5
years. As.ooon as g child is ghle 0 do serdous work in the
21014 the g0 group is morked and he &s free to join his
groun. Menb rs of s group worksT togother in th? fiolds
from one % onother throughout work scason, Thic system boe
sides othor functions serves impertant roles (1) Doys and
girls of the same ggo~group come 4o soclalize ond thus matchos
for motrimony ore ossily erramged for masrzage'; (11) The
solidority and integrity of tho soclety is perpetusted in
the close interaction of the groups; (114) this systenm ereato
a progressive sonoe of competition amongst the various cgee
oroups in their contribution to the pultidinensional respon-
sibilitics of thotr coommity. To belong to a roputed zges
group 18 o greoot pride vhich every member strives to maintoin
vhother in torns of sorvire or of social contyol; (i¢)  liome
bers of an ocge group disploys solidsrity anxd meet the tradition
bound oblication in tires of a merber's morriace, deoth or
pisfortuncs {v) tho oyoten of working together leove no ricte
bor % lethargy or irvecponsibility.



Econony

Agriculture, animal husbsndary and the forest vare
tho moin source of nproting the econsmic ‘wan%s - food, clothe,
ond sholter == of tho HNogas. Thercfere, they are strongly
ottoched 2o thelr lond., The organization of these zesources
cove then o solfscufficiont villore econmios on subsistonce
lovel antd in ¢the post notural stote, Constreint on tho scale
of production due to low techmology and difficult terrain
restricteod the sconomy %o rospottive villace bouniaries.

Azricultural pursulits of the Nogas ore in Gwo nathodel
{a) poroanont vot cultivation on torraces. This 15 a proce
ticod by the cenirol ond southern tribesmen in & very scbntie
fie pottorn, Tarrceos gre cmd out in the hill siopes and
ore hopt vwell nonurod by covdung, husk, lcaves, etc, They
cra irzicoted “hy meoans of artificial channol along which
the woter 45 often Drought frem very long disicnce by means
of adecuots noveducts ingenicusly constructed of hollowed
put trees or barboos ond scmotimes bricdging deep rovines®;
(b) DUry shifting cuitivo ion known as Jhuning or swiddening.
In this mothod the forest is cleared ord! burncd {n dry season

arsi seedS oro sowm &8 wot conson annrodches. After use of o

perticulor ares for G oy threc years togethcy the aito of

27 Butlex. J, ‘Angami Farming® in Verrier Eluwin (Gd)
(1969)1 m‘ P 587 ’
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cultivotion 15 shifted %o other place lnaving the forwer
to fallow, Land for cultivation ore both in forn of private
and cormumnl ownership, Deponding entirely on the ocological
providente Nogas cultivote rice, millet, molze, job's tears,
yan angd voriotics of vogetsbles, Immlemonts for cultivation
721 0 pﬂms.tiw = ane, hoe, sickle, daos, rtc., and were opee
rated only by manual labour,

A substantial part of Hana's doily use and £ood nupply
io directly obtainnd from the forest: both flora and founa.
Nagas oot almost any moving creoature in the jungle ond 2
great many voriety of plants and leaves. Hunting and €ishing
arc fovourite pastime and there are various methods, for nghe
ing trops both in forest and rivers, For wont of any other
neans, materials for housing, handicrafts snd trolenents were
mootly frem the forcst and exploitation of these usually
entoll meny seclal fmplicotions, ‘

Nagan cconomie organization {s very simnle and horizone
tal, in the sonse thot lobour ice exchanged armong porsons of
the sano gesgroup, working relation sre guided and sustained
by cach one's comron undorstonding of customs and traditions
and ot by any stipulated sgreement. Social division of lae
bau# is oloost nil, aport from thote in texms of sox amd ogo.
And specialization is proctically nonwexistent as the needs
for Hacksnithy, pottery, an! noking of dher {mplerents vwere
on the Laesis of an indivicduel's genlus and confincd only @
farmily circles, | |

Q
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tith rogerd to domestic animals, the Nogss roar
mithun, buffalos, covm, plas, goats, dogs, cats and varfe=
ties of fowls, both for the purpose of food as well as for
salo ol bortor, NMitlam, baffalos and cows are lot louse
in coommol posturos keopt owsy ond fenced from the cultivse
tod aregs. Until the recent past, Nogos did not use these
aninals for cullivotion noither did they tale nilk as an
article of food,

tithin thnir limited resources Nagos hod a faixly
developed stondard of ort and handicrafts. Spinning, weave
ing of clothoo from cotton were usually done in srtistic
dooigns. - Implements for wor and cultivotion wore nade from
"foported iron, Mats, baskets, tubs, pails, cte., o¥e woven
of bomboo or reod and core made woter~tight by smearing with
the jgico of the zubber <ree, Drums, beds, slatos, cugs,
etce, ore curved from ticbers, ALl ¢hesco handjcrafts for
- domestic ornanentol uses gre done with fine eesthetic per-

coption,

Inspito of the agencrolly close syateé of cconomy, the
Nogas hod treodes with the plainsmen for their imndispensable
s, The ¢oods they give out vore chicfly, cotton, domose
“iec ondmols and fowls, ont! forest coods such os bee wax,
rubber fluld, oodicsl hrrbs and dyes of various colours. In
contral ond couthern Nagas vho had wet cultivotion usually
goouds wore exchonged for solt, iron and ornasontal moterials,
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vhilo those in the north and western paxts for clothes,

rico, salt ond othor foodstuff, Fxchonge bofore the British's
advent had boen generally in bertor system slthough in some
tribes there wore currencies in various forms,

One of tho important featurs of the Nona economic
1ife is the maxioum pority of weslthe Oiven the linited ree
source, comumoal ovmerchip, ¢lose kinship systico, practice
of fecats of morits, the competdtive nature of interaction
and othor virtues of industriousness, otc, The logas had
e Wwo rich or two poor in their nociety and, thercfore,
have a strong cense of equnlity.

Foasts .of nordt are important cxiteris in 2 nan's
socdial status, These feasts are given by men who sre oco~
romically in a position to feed the villace, The menu of
the fecst depen! on the stage of his achlovement but s
usually of rice, moat, rice bosr, pickle, ote, They ere
given with an elaborote proccos of rites, festivity ond
sports in vhich the splendour, colour and extrovagance of

ﬂaga 18fe 15 concentroted, There ave serles of stages of
the feaets in ascending order verying from tride <o <ribe,
These series zre strictly proscribed and every man tries

%o proceed as far in its as his means pormit. Hills noted
"1% wauld bo an unheard of thinp for a man t© 9o no further



with the serios if he could offord to do 90‘3.28

Every foast entitlos the host to cocial distinction
aend Aincreases progressively his stonding o position in
corzumity. Ono vho hrs these distinctions wears opecial
clothos and ornements ond decoretos his houze in o cistinte
tive nanner morking his achievement, Huge monoliths are
grrgaed el orected in the nome of the host in the osutakirts
of the village on the rost sicdes. The process of erecting
such nommonts involves an important plece for the wifng
Lotoy the particulay opot or arca of this conolith usually
eone 0 be ltnoun by the none and in cegory of the succosSe
ful man. Among the Amnani ond Chabhesang wibes the most
preainont oorts of such g man io shown by tho hﬁzm: of his

houses

Soclslly, ond cconomicolly the feasts are of areat
significonce. The worth of e cspirant for fanme is revealed
by the success of such fostivitys Here his kit and kins |
ond frionds play imoortont role ens the fecost much doponds
upon them. They bring prorents of riec, and enitnls and
contribition of rice heor besides thelr labowr in arrangementis.
Consideriny ¢the pognitude of the feast the host of such a feast
is considored influcnciol for the confidcnce he has inm tho first

placa,
28 '4dls, J.P. £1937), 1 0p Ci%, p. 381

29 For o pon-picture of o feast of mordt as it is talking
plm‘:i&é 8c0s Furer, loinr~mlorf, R.V. (1939), Op.Cl%,
s+ 38 Jong?
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The corenonies strongthen tles of kinship and friendrhip
as reelprocol roscilons follow ond thus oxtend the continuity
of interpction. In such €foosts shoring ond disteibution is
dong equolly dovm <o the poorest, Fxrchonoe of precents omd
distribution of neot and rice also take place cmompst metbors
ef differont vilipgeo, THis roflcet enets spread of actuaine
tanto m'esz‘ is regorded ps signifying the strangost possible
bond of allionce, Such practice portray the cecomonie view of
the Nega 1ifo 4n vhich nropordy asanntiény qons to the coos
munity boyond ono?s need for subsistonce. |

The roligious boliof sysienm of the MNagas 45 senerslly
Lnotm 'aﬂ Aninism vhich regards the suprenntural in general _
feon o point of view thot &5 sublirely vague. The tribes have
slight voriotions but conerally all come un’er the bolief of
2 suprene Goity ereotor of the vhiole eczrth, the precerce of
moerous domons, ghoots gnd cvil spirits, and the life sfter
death, Natural forcos, cuch o8 earthcushe, sun, ncon, eclipse,
ete, Uystoriocus valleys and mowntains and oven enimols which
for o long Lo succoosfully evade 485 pursuers ore erodited
i th supornaturol cuolities but thene are not vorshiped,

The dwolling nlaco of tho craitor i3 locotod in the
shy and 0 tho Angeni tribes ®*Uhopenuonfu® 4o the supremo
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bonevalont Cods Poople who 1dved in cood conduet live with
hin after deoth, Likewlise in Aos 'mamg" is 2 judging Cod
o wotches the bohovicur of cvery man amd puniches or ree-
wards differont noople according o their brhaviour amd
Liehabs or Lumitisoncha is the Cod of heaven and ercotor of
the eorth. The Honyaks nane the supreme God YCawang® vhich
nean foarthohyt to them the nare sionified not the spiritual
catence of the universe but o diety of hichly portonal cha-
roctoxr associated with tho shy move than with the covth,
“The Semos hovo three oscending cotegorios of tho opire
firet 1 ‘Alhuu' who {5 the remote suprene Godi socend, the

opirit of the sty vho hove occasional contacts with the
children of mang and the third the spirit of the corth who
are heroful 4F not propitioted, Lothas do not believe in a
suprerse God, but they belfiove &in spirits and deities, Lome
deitios, thoy belicve ore good, some neoutrol ond some molie
cious, lowover, no llana ribes hod o fixed ploeco of worship
or images of ¢thelir Cods, To this Hueiton, remprlod thuss
Upolytheist, pantheist, he (a tioga) ray be but he is no
tdolotor® , P

The boliof in 2 norrow poth 0 paredise is universsl
cnong the Nepss ond, therefore, s werrior is usually burried
with his wanons. The plece ©f poradise amongy the tribes
diffor but gonerally sll point towords mouniains e»rvvalkzys
cast of thedir locotion. The souls of the dead, hovever, o5

S

e 4] ﬁuttﬂﬂ; Jalla ‘1921)' ne /)

L3ANASE , tﬁacm&'.lan.
londony pe V77 '
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bolieved a3 not omimly cut off from the formor cxistonce,
Nead pan's dr m}:im-harn is frecuenily hung up in case he
may return for refreshment, Hovever, the opirits of the
denth are btolief o be olwoys desircus of ofdding nore spirits
to the spiri? vorld and so thoy cote € troubloe the living |

to take them away. Thvmforé, the cct of ancostral “worship!
is efther <o opprase of denosunce thep,

tisgas ottribute all pisforitunes - pickness, umatural
death, natursl caslemities, erop failuzes, otc,, to the ovgl
opirits on. observe various saerifices € opposse them, Fowls
end dotiostic mmals ere offerod, The lLothas, Senaes, Sengtams,
Angomis ond Chongs relesre the Tscape-goat chicken® vhich
vould eorry oway the curse of the sick man, Those vho met
vith unnpturol death are bolioved W be physicolly, socfolly
gnd apirituslly sead. And for fear of such fato and nisfore
tines, i@zxgés greatly rely on dreans intorprototions and omens
of all sorts,

Noga rolioion ®in not a norol cnde, it &5 a sysien
of comnies“.aa The Noga in his frar for the inmmerakle
malignant ospirits who were belicved to be hormful 4o oon
take shelter under reliinfious observances = ¢ho tchoos cormronly

‘3L The horn of NMithun or buéfalo 1is uscd 28 cens.a.l
mugs for drinking ricc boer.

& Likils, JePay ‘3-9?6)1 m De 215
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toymed as Ygenna'. This tern 15 o derivation from Annami
flonyl? and 'ponna? signifying Yforbidden' or 'prohibitiont,
lenvs ic imnlied ¢o forbidden acts in momol 1l47c both for
iMivi.&ml andl oroups ond poppe 4o restriction of paﬂicula
‘occasions, dsunlly declored for ¢the vhnle cortunity,

- Absteontion from forhidden ocets on probibitted doys
called Ygonnost oro very immortont as the breoting of this,
thoy believed vould bring - curse, Therofore, to ten strict
ebservance of gepna is obsclutely mecessory for health, weolth
and progress of the inliviiual and the community. %The code
of morals the sonction on which 4t rests is secialy and not
rolss;imm".% Thof$¢ for instonce, vhile o very sericus offconco
vhen porpetrated by an inddivicdusl egainst his fellow villager
io proper 1€ not prafice-corthy octlon vhen porpetroted ogoinst
o merbor of another cormunity, N

There 19 no regulor pricsthsos {n the Hoga aninisn,
but soer porsons are supposed to be better ondowed with the
powey of divination than others. Such people oxe éle:ava
found in every villogo. One with sueh povey acts.. g5 8 high
pricst an! performs the functions of declaring gemmas, In
Angemf, teihe he is hnovm s Zhicvpe Ho declores work seasons
and recites blessings in tines of Dirth, oarriocge, construce
tion of housesn, feoasts, cte, Uhen calanity octurs, onc ox

. MR L s ——

33 Hutton, J.H., (1921), p. 183
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more of those soothsovers, it colled on to asccrtsin the
porticular demon vho ia offorviod, o vho rocuires to bhe
pocéficd, E.A, Gaum Q'iescrs.bed such a ritval thus,

B¢this 4s dono eithor by dovil doncing, vhon the diviner
vorks hincelf into o poroxysn or druntennoss ond oxcitew
eont, and then holds conwerse with the unseon spirits |
oround hin or by the oxanminotion of ooons®., In connoction
with the cocyificos ho rocorded Ton oll nocessopy occasions,
goots, fowlo and othor animals ore offered to the qods, but
£¢ 45 olways assumed thot the lottor vill be contended with
the blood and ontalls = the flosh 45 divided mongst the cac=
rifices ond his friendds, he presiiing scothsoyoer ususily
gotting the lionts ahem*‘,m

Fram this bocharsund of boliefs Nogos hes a sweasing
proctice = ooth toking = which was the £imal moons of settling
disputes ond other criminal offences. Though tho details of
cothods varv froen place o ploce, the claim of one plesding
mot gullly io vouched by toking ooth in the nome of opirits
viho vould punish the accused with dire conteiuences in case
of flose stotenent. The ooth ¢<alken by a porty usually ends
o dispute as tho othor porty. hovever, reoasonohle their ovie
dence of ocecusation or dofence may be, loaves the judgement

34 Gait, E.A. "Aninisn®, Im Eluin Verrier, (1969),
Op Ci%s pp T10-13
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o the fato the other paxty swears unon, A coomon oath

as stronslated by Hutton ® runs os followsy ®If I le in
vhot I now scays thon betwint hesven and eorth, lct me not
grow like other men, but let mo boecoe p8 ruin, a5 & Durfit=
out fire, os rotted twine'. Attochnont of volue and serious=-
ness of oath, howover, vories from tribe €0 tribe.

Like wany othor pro=litorote seclotios llapas are
knoun for their praoctico of heod hunting which was 5160 oseo=
clated with the toking of hands, feet , cors, coic., of people
one could shy oo trophies of war, Usrriors for thoir éaniax
rocognition ofton venture cut individually ond hunt for heoaods
and g such an oxpedition an gmbush was richily considered o
folr xile, Such et bhying serious sicliceccomnic consecuences
in porsonal and interevilloge zelotions. leverthelacs, it is
also found that the gneny wes not invariesbly Lilled, Dy
vestern Rengna cuctom™! 4€ a mon colled out *father to o
man oining o speay ot hin the spear was not thrown end the
pon's ife oprood.,  Such variont olternotive are found gnong
other wibes too, |

Hen intonding o go on a zaid keep Qﬁmsalws chaste
lest he should weaken himself, and picht not cotech up plos
' 36 Huﬁ%n‘ JaHa ‘lgpl)’ W' p. 82
37 4138, J.P., (1937), Qp CiLs p. 157
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and fowls, lost ho bocone confused and rushed wilily about as
thoy do. Uhile hushonds weze awoy their wives could not
opin or their pen vould trip over creepors, ond hod to remain
chaste or they would bo %illed or vounded,

Hoad hunting hod i%o coelnl imnlicotions, lon vho
hod hoads to thoir eredit onjoyed certain socisl stetus,
Theso warriovs voap eortain clothes ondd decorations in their
regolio. The speciol clothes were considered a manly mork
adding dignity to one's porsonality ond honour ond oleiote
a nan's stotus which beor influence in deeclsion nckings of
their cormunity. Such influence wos oraded by the murberx
of heads he eollocted, Being otle %o tobe heads also was
an important guslificotion for a mon in marrisce, Young
warriors, vho hod Lshen a head held o great cdventege ovey
his fellows in ottracting the post beautiful girls of his
‘willoge for merriage.‘m Indeed, 4t 13 sald that o youth
vho had mo docorotion as mork of successful varrior found
comvidoroble difficully in obtainimg a wife.

Collretion of heads served nod only o8 the gloxy of
war or of personal ochieverent but cles it goin o 'soule
force! vhich is belicved %o bo irheorent in the shwll of man.
By taling a hood fron anothey villsge 4t wos bolicved that
a new njeection of vital and crective onorgy would come o
the ezggressor?s village chen he brought the head home, This
was bolieved volusble for human omd animol fertility, cood

;. Underscondably this is bocause of seeurity bosides
other sociol volues,
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hexveot and for the heolth of the village's populace. The
cudtons 4o dispose heads Lohen alm had rigorous rituals
vorying from tribe @ tribe, ALl thece or.eals stimulnte
arts such 29 dances, clothes, and oernaments vhich added %0

tho Nago eulturo.

From the shovo discourse on the salient feotures of
the twoditions) Noga socioty, we find that there was s sort
of Durkhicman poehanical colidority, o solidarity of rosemw
blgnce within the porametor of the villsge vhere the indie
viduals wore differentisted a¢ the mindoum and iived as
ecuales econstically, politically ond socdolly, loyally and
avtechnon? o tho corporate Whole = the villoge cormunity -
wos olowst chsolute, Ientificcotion of 'solf' was in tertis
of the vhale gnd disont wns contained uithin the community.
Therefore, the trodicional [aga vhon in intorsction with
othors had plugys dome se 4n hinship pattern; clan o elan,
villaoge to villege, tribe te tribe, otc, All these are mono=
lithic structures in relations, From this bachkaround some
ehorectoristic of the Noga personality beocomes gnromimnﬁ.

The strong feeoling of ecuslity manifost dn a proud
notures Sonse 6f Pman to rman® form the basis of thoir interw
zetion with others vhich is noticeable in thoir works, ocmes
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and fights, Thoy conslder thepsolvos infexior ¢o none, This

io evidont in their offort o prove it by fighting the nore
atvance culfure - Ahonis, Danipuris ond lotor the British.

Thev also hove a antrong dosire €5 ouldo ticir fellow men in
soefoty, lopy L: ad remorked, A casual obsorvery tould pover
inagine the abition for fene okl glory thot lurks oven %0

this <oy in thoe Mapa brocst.. He is reasdy 4o cacrifice to the
uimiost thot his pralses ooy be sung an! his none mrpeﬁuawﬂsw

Nages aro o vory suspicisus pecoplo, Thio con bo oosily
understood os the <hon nrevalling soclal othic provided oppow
sfto ottitudo to wenbers within the community ond e these
outoido, Thus any visitor from outside the cenunity wzthaut
proper crodentiod wos o potoniiol enemy, This notupe had been
prominontly notiecd by oot Gritishers. Sword vrote that the
Nopas wore Posuspiciocus of he thito oon on did not look with
favour upon his inﬁmzw,“@ Mary Hican also rocorded of the
Nagas suspicion on tho first missioncry. ®Sond hin off ..
‘you vidll sooner or loter hnow thot this great W proochoy
§5 o disguiocd ogent of the Company (British Fast Irsn Company)eee
Has ho mot tho somo whito faco?®, 4 The lagos howover, when
convorted W Christanily later, beeame strong advocotes of tho
foith,

-

» Clorl, Davy load, (1907), A Covnex dn Todiz
Ba&aﬁﬁsw Ptﬁau“hi% aaclotv. hilallelphias De &6

£0 Sword, VH., Daod
Chicagn, (1930

41 Clazk, Mopy Mosd, (1907), Gp Clie e 107
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Hagas olso are a conservotisg and ohstinate prople
in thefir sttitude %awatds chenge thwough in practice they
ave susceptiblo, These choracteristics cven {oday octs as
impadiment to social mgreaa merhkesd by their sivong caphae
o5 in txaoditions. triting chout Angami's strong resistence
to soclal and political chonne Dowson stoted thot they
“glung to old ways with o tenscity romorhable even for Nages®,
11411s sold of a corwn choracteristic vhich all the Haga
tribes hove: ®on chsolute inobility w forcsee the fusure®,*3

42

Nagos are knovm for their warlilke choractor. Throughe
out their hnown history there had bteon perpotusl wor and
violenea, Hutton“ att#ibuted three roasons for war in Nags
soclotys (1) ohortage of land nocessitated forcible oncroache
oont on that noighbouring villages; (41) the protection of
trading intorests as on attenpt on the port of one village to
rode cirectly vith another at seme dlstonee has often causc:ﬂ'
war with gn intervening village through @hich the trode use
R0 passs {(144) the third cause it heod hunting, Leogends has
it thot the Nagos orlginally did not know how <o mahe vay
but learnt by waotching ants roid each othort's matﬁﬁﬁ
Uhatover tho zeoasong be it insnirction {rom crootures, men,
or from boliof system or frem the very noed of éurvival with ond

agalnst

turc, the Nages hed been, antd porhans still ore, & fighting
&009190

42 0:!&*29031. FQJ, SR <E}’
43 T Dills, J.Pa, (m:a?). M Pe 42
a4 Hﬁ%‘t@n; Jvﬂo' (1@"1)‘ A 110 D .

45 L411ls, JuPeg (1937), On CLte pe 154

Gauhotd, (1971),p.114

ags {loczillan, lendon
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tpiting about average Anganmi flags Dutler sald ®he
is o finc, athlotic follow, brave ond warlike and, coong
thenselven, oo o rule truthful and homest, On the other
hand, he is bloodthirsty, trcachercus ond rovengeful <o
on almost incrodibleo degree. This, however, cen scarcely
be wondered ot then, +.. revenge (4s) being eonsidered o
cost holy acﬁ, vhich they hovo beon ﬁat@a% ot childhood
evon W rovore &b one of their most sceved cutics®, e
further added, “the *blood feud' of the liagas is vhat
the vondotto of o Corsicon was, a thing avgzrlaaﬁng and
nost boncfl hioreroon, involving 4n 445 rc-lentlesc course
the brutal nurders of helpless old men ond wonon, innocent
young girls and children® .%

Given tho odd circunstonces to strugnle for survival
the Nages ore industrious and hichly endowed with physical
pover, Thege neré the naén resources to meet the Sudsise
tonce, Hutton noted theco vhen he wrote ®corrying hoovy
loed thoy con nomh for long distence, 25 miles heing con=

sidered oo 2 roesunable minrch for a txav'*.m'

Those characteristics of the lego personality had
great bearing in the loter times vhon thoy ceme into contoct
with outside civilizations ontd greatly detormined the course
of their cocisl, political development. '

46 Butlexs J., In: Verrier Giwin (Bd), (1968), Op Cik, p.30L
47 Hﬂﬁw“’ Joﬁi‘ (3-923-). w Ps 26
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From the abovo study we find thot the ilagas tradie
tionolly 1ived in sogx nted and fsoloted villege romblics,
These republics spread out o form the tribes ond the tribes
constituted tho Naga society. Ule also have losked into
thoir soeiol Sstrueturcos and sociol dynomics vhich hove
through the yoars ewoalved a-ganaraz porsonality and governcd
the day=to-day am;&;z 1ife _of its moobers.
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As we hove seen the social structure of the Nags
troditional socliety in the preceding chapter we shall now
deal with the historical bachoround =« ¢the soclsl circume
stances that lod 0 the emoxgence of the ideclogy. The
cxoa of history which Nelson' describe as the intoraction
botwoen the ‘client-to~ba® of the movement and the *sgente
towbe?, ard how the 4w contradicting opinions ocmerged 8o
as to causo a protracted confrontotion betweon the {laga
nationnlists and the Govermmont of India.

In the study of the pre=colontal situotion of the
’ﬁagas avl their surrounding areas one cannot help but use
the too) of dichotomising the people into Hill peaple and
mw.z The valley people constituted of the
Bengalis and the Ahoms in the southern and morthern basins
of the river Drahmapuira, rospeciively, and the Burmans in
the Irrawady plainsj and the hill people were kmnowm by vae
rious namos - Nagas, Hachins, Chins, Arakancses, Harens,
- Garos, etec,

i Sce, Holson, Horold, A., PSeocisl Transformotion omd
Promovenent Effee.t : A liminory Encuixry®, In

W&W 1974, vol. 15, pps 127=142

2 Such dicmmtsaunn had been sarlicr dome by B.R
Leach in his works ®The Fr ers cﬂ Bma% tm
ﬁ»‘% Miﬁ%r; J@m; Tt Jrny (Eﬂ 2D LB
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Because of the geograohical and ecologics) situas
tion the history of soclo-economic development of the wo
groups of people differed fmmensely, The vslley people
developed o relotively stable civilization and concentrae-
tion of populotion in the rich slluvial soil of the river
beds vhile the hill prople enjoyed a meagre stondord of
14ving sustained by crude methods of cultivotion on unfae
vourable terrain and thus s spread of tmlaged population
slong the hills, | |

The most distinctive cultursl difforonce the vallaey
people had, apaxt from economic stability, was thelr adhew
rence to certain fareevolved rellofons = Budhism in Burms
and Hindulsm dn Indta. To them their relinfon and civili=
tation vere synonymous and therofore, look upon thg hill
people by the way they asdopt to these religions. And hence
the tribal standerd wos looked down upon,

In the econonic intaraction the 1itils thpt the hille
man produced for trade « chillies, cotton, domestic animals,
an! fowls, forest goods: bee wax, rubber fluid, medicsl '
horbs, ardl dyes of varfous colours - wore Wrtercd at throvm
aviny price vith foctory and mill products vhen brought %o
the plains, Thus the valley pooples were a 'bully? and an
oxplottative group to the hill poople and the latter an
apprchensive group alvays out teo defend themselves from
vhat seem to throaten their existence, This enemity was
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demonstrated by the hill people in the fashion of tribal
vergentce by ralding and looting their unfriondly neighbours
vhich inevitably provoked punitive reactions from the
valley people, |

Thoush there were also times of conciliction and
cordial relations between the hill people and the plainsmen
such as the Nagas end Ahoms,? the history of the two groups
were genoyally of enemity, An experience of “s dismetrically
opposed node of subsistonce associoted with two 4ypes of
terrain ..., & continuing pottern of interaction between
two kinds of ocology, two distinct pa‘i;tetﬁ of kimship orga~
nization, and tww sets of cconomic interests® .4 Consecuently,
there nover was lasting cordial or haymonious intercction.
This had great booring espocially on the Nagas in the deve~
lopment of a primordisl sentiment of boing o different
people and a xenophobic awarencss,

In the early nineteenth century the éxpansion of the

A O S i Mg

3 Soe, Misra Udsyon, "The Maga fetional Cuestion®, In
Ecatondc and POLASACAL Uegkiy, ARFLL B, 1978, p6A8

4 Lesch, E.R., (1973), Op Cit
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British empire resched the Haga hills, They came to the
ayeg on punitive oxpeditions for the Nagas® constant raids
to Assam plains where the colonial tea gardens flourished,
The first encounter wos in 1832, vhon Captain Jornkin and
his men crossed the Angemt territory while returning from
tantpur valley to Assam,

At fizst the British tried to intimidate the Angeni
tribesmon and, thereforc, other expedition forces were
sent but the tribesmen's ralds could not be stopped., Theree
fore, in 1847 to 1850, the colontsl government established
three sutposts fn the hills - Samacufiting, Mozemah and

The advent of the British furthered the development
of the i{ngroup feeling of the Nags people, Vhen British
forco defestod the Haga resistance the xenophobic awareness
intensifiod, A folk song composed gt this time goes:

"You from far unknown valley
looking moro ghastelike than van
g& peculiar wooden to
hing nolohbours without much efforts
Have settlcd in our land ...

Hay we with d fortune

Conqjuer and defest ... s
Ardd have our ¢iln once sgain®.

- Translated by the Nesearcher from an Angemi
folk-aong
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In this we find 5 clesr demarcation of sn inwgroup
twe?, 'us?, Tourland' snd an ocuigroup: 'you!, 'maighbours?,
Such expression were the expressions of a political devew
lopomont taking place within the isclated soclety 4n the
avent of anccuntering poople from ofitside thelir group.

The coming of the British to Naga hills was purely
of economic intevest and since the expensive expeditions
and ereation of outposts were of no profit excepting the
contro) of raids thoy followad s non-interference poucv.ﬁ
This profit-oriented podicy is evident in Lord Oalhousie's
minutos, ®I dissent entirely from the policy which 4s
recormended of vhat 4s called obtaining o control, thot is
to say, of toking possension of these hills gnd of estabe
1ishing our sovereignty over their savasge :ﬁhabitahw. Our
possession could bring no profit to us and vould be as
costly to us a8 4t would be unproductive® g

The non-intexrference policy prevailed for sometime
but cven so the Nagas did mot refrain from rajding the plains,
Therofore, the British adninistrators took to more sguresw
sive policy, In 1862, the Commissioner of Assom roported,
%1% is mot crediteble to our govormment that such attrocities

é This policy was recommended by Captain Butler, Ferx
Botall reasons of the policy sce, Alemchiba, M.,
A . Brief Historical Acenunt of Haaalapd, Kohima, 1970,

't & Culture, pp O
7 ?&‘.Mﬂ. Qo, (Eé-). ‘1969). wo Ps 162
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should yecur annually with unvarying certsinty and that we
should bo povorless alike to protect our sudjects or to
mmish the ogoressors ,... The noneinterference policy s
excellont &n theory, but Govermment will probably be inclined
to think that 1t nust bo abardoned®.® Given this situation
the British oceupied Hohima on Hovember 4, 1878.9 This was
strongly opposed by tho Noga® and a good number of battles
followed, Borpujari ccomonted, “exclusive in spirit, inde=
pendent in bearing the valiant Nags could not tolerate inter~
forence in their internsl offairs and encroachment on their
prioordisl rights”‘m The Hages even 1aid siege of Kohina
for edoien days in 1879.“‘ But the superior power provailed
and hence the colonial rule,

With tho ereation of British administration at Kehims
tho Nagas for tho first time had to‘ aceept gn olien power as
thetr ruler ight in the midst of their torritory,’? But the
British wishod least cost of adminisiration and, therefore,
took care not to disturb the tribal pattern of villsge domow
cracy *by acknowledging tho right of the tribal council as the
sole suthority to desl with Nega affeirs®;'? promulgated the

8 Cuoted in Yonuo Asoso, (1974), Qg Cit, p.87

o For details of the crration of Naga Hills District, see,
Barpujsrf, 5.X. "Formation of the Napa Hills District: A

1ﬁ}$g v"'#i'.’ﬁf‘&’?a?‘sﬁﬁ%x %%::aégﬁmog: 'pf ,

}§ 1 Janes Johnstone, sar.g‘ i 15, Vivel

Publishing House, Delh
12 Misra Ydayon, (1978), On (4%, p.6

13 Iagd




fnner Line Hegulaetion Act in 1873, wiich prshibited the nonwe
Nagas from ontering Nags Hills beyorxi certain line laid dovn
vdthout prior permission from the Deputy Cormissioner of the
Haga Hillsy divided the Haga aveas into various units and
placod them in the control of different adminisirative hesde
quarters « Areas contiguous to Assam wero ceded to Assam atiw
mﬁn&atxauan; southern Hagas were placed under Dandipur King,
the contral tribes adbinistered with a headcuarter at Kohime,
and other tribes who were of no throat % colonial interest
wore lefh as Punadministored™. As understondable, the British
ok up no pregrmm for the development of the Hogas. Thus,
Ahe Dritish rule kept Liseif loast occipled excopt for sup= |
p:mssioﬁ of the few instances of Tovolt and intopnecine ware

faro.

Along with the colonial power came the Aerican Baptist
tliisgionaries who converted the Nagas into Christianity and es=
tablished the institution of tho Church. In the process of
prosolytization thoy transcribed Nags dialects into Roman
script and thereby brought asbout the fnstitution of the school
and its formal cducotion system, These institutions transe
cended the closed villoge houndaries, lestencd intexwwillane
‘conflict and introduced the Nagas % new ways of 1ifo, Howe
ever, Pthe usefulness of this {missionary) educotion was 1imited
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-to 1t very content and purpose .., the vocational scienti=
fic and technological clemonts were w::mhasiwd.“ b ¢ 3
was confined to tho nood ai_" the Christian faith,

Neverthsless, the introduction of litsracy and con»
versicn of MNagas to Christianity had far reaching influence
on the Hoga tribesnen, thatover the contents, tm education
fmpeortod tremendously widened the Nages! world view amd gave
them wider avenues of modernization, Barpujori wrote “If
the Christian missionorics would not have come forword to
shoulder the responsibllity of educating the Nagas duxing
tho lest contixy, the progress of Naga education which was
plroady slow waﬁlﬁ hove been slower stul“.w

By the turn of the 20th century, the British hed conte
rolled the Nags revolts, Thelr art of siministering Justice
through a contralised gnd structured organisation impressed
the people and evoked high apprecistion for lessening, 4f not
stopping the once devastating practice of headhunting and
violent intorevillage feuds, Thus the British suthority was

14 Luithul Ela i)utt. ”A Shcrt Discussion an Fducoilion®,
18 1N jon®, Hew Delht, 1081

1% Bmujari S.l, "Haga Education in the Ninsteenth
Cer *tn1 aimm vol.I, No.l, tlareh 1973,
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to o great extont legitioized in thelr porception. Secondly,
tho 1ifestyle of the Christian misscfonaries ond the British
edministrators vho chowed no obhorence to Haga way of domese
tic 1ifo ond thelr offorts to educate them impressed the
Negas so much o8 o help the ®Nagas to forgive and forget the
. post end oceopt the vhiteman as his kin'.m

The rapport thot the vhite men had made enabled them
to recruit not loss thon 5,000 Nages for lotour corps %
Fronte during the Torld War I, This corp included Nagas who
were atle to comprehend internoifonal situations. The groupe
inos of Neges from Jdifforent tribes into tho corp brougt the
sembors closey ¢ ocach other, vwhile in foreign lomd, Xt
“festored mutual love, sesvice and sense of political unity
vhich monifested 4tself in their resolution thot on return to
their lend thoy would vork for friondship end nity among
themsnlvea“.“ Their experionce and commitment for unity
brought shout the Ngpa €l on their return ot Kohlma end
akokehung in 1018, These clubs provided political platforms
prd discuscion forums for plders of vartious tribes, goveRne
oent epployoos and the educated elite, Perhaps ¢ is this
spirit of being o Noge ond the desire to propopate §¢ that
tade up the thrusting forece of ovents %o come, The return
of the labour corp also added to the growing morket econocmy
bocause of thoe considerable omount of money brought home &9

their esrning..
16 Anand, V.R. Conflis Hegaland, Vikes Publishers,

{LQBL,. New Delhi, p, 9°
17 Yonue Asosn, (1974), On CiLt, ppe 125«6
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The Nags Clubs for the firat time trled to organise
511 Nags opinion, and thus by 1929, when the Simon Commission
cane o Kohima the clud submitted a cemorandum stating theixr
demand ww be excluded frem the purview of any constitutionasl
changes in British-India and that when they (British) oo from
the Indian subwcontinent, the Nages should bo loft a8 they
mre."s The memorandum denanded sdecuate sofequerds from
any possible yulo by the plainsmon by stoting the Nagas!
difforence with them (plainsmen) historically, othnically,
culturally and politicolly, and, therofore, their desire for
right to sclf-determinotion,’® This was the first written
oxpression of tho Naga consciousnnss as a notional entity,
Gundenis wroter ®*This was no doubt motivated in part by an
irheront and fiorec pride amongst the Nagas to protect thelr
lang, their forests snd thelr way of life from interference
by more sophisticated people of the plains and ovorall oxploie
tation by gn oxpareding cconomy which was 1) alien to W‘.m
The Comission on their return to lorion made reconrendation
on the Nagss opinion, but nothing substantiol came sbout except
vhen the Goverrment of India Act of 193H was possed the Nags
Hills wore placed as Pexcluded aroas® and mot ®backward tract®ol
s 1t was known esriier, |

18 By this the Nagas meant that they were independent priox
to British coming and should, therefore, be left {indepen~
dent vhen they leave the subcontinent,

19 For details of the nemorsndum, see, YomuouAsoso, {1974),
Op Cit, p.130=33, Also in Alemchida, M {1970),0n Ci3,ps163

Publishers, New Deihl st

2 . Yoo Asoso, (1974), Qu Ci%, p. 134
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In the Viorld War 1I, southern part of Naga territo-
ries vore battle flelds between the Japanese and the Allied
forces, The war tooh months together with the fierce thire
toen day bottle (April 4 to 17, 1944), fought at Kohims
tovnship carking the end of the terld War in the eastern
sector, C.E. Lucas, Phillips described the strategic impose
tance of the battle as ®Kohimn was to Burma what Stalingrad
was 0 Russfia and Almeln to the dusnrt“,m

The tagas participoted in the war as soldiers, intele
1icenco officers, informers, porters, etc., for the Allied
forces with the hope of freedom ofter the war;’"“’%? And this
contribution hos been credited as on important factor in
dofesting Jepanese forces, Field Marshall Sir Williasm S1im
stated thot "The gallant Nagas vhose loyalty, even in the
most deprossing timos of the invasion hod never foltored ue.e
Many a British and Indian soldiers owss his life to the
naked, heodhunting Naga®s2> On the other side of the battle,
AsZs Phizo and his brothor Henivalie were €ighting slong
with Subhash Chandra Bose for the Jspanvse advance, Accords
ing % Phizo, the Japonesc had promised to recognize Nagoland
&8 on 2miepemnt sovereign stote 4f they won the war. 24

23 Cuoted in Aiwmh&ba, My (197231, on.Cits pe182
23 Slm’ put rroes 1 & ) f. S35 % (1956). Cunl & Co
Xaﬂnﬂﬂﬂ, Phe 25 ",

24 Hibedon ﬁ&rml. Y5 LAGIL) . 2 (o
Publishers, (1978}, Hew Delhi, pe <9

Lancers
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The WorldIWar I had devastating as well a8 far rea=-
ching effect on the Nagas., Many villages were burnt down
and many homeless, added with the heavy influx of réfugee:
from the Burmese side, On the other hand the Nagas witnessed
men from different nationalities and nation-states fichting
each other for their national intarestsg This furthered
their aépiratioh for self-determination and the deiire to
have a:peiit&cal identity. Though this war the Nagas also
“experienced the use of sophisticated weapons and aystém of
organised warfare. Asoso, described the post~tiorld War si=
tuation of the Nagas as ®they (Nagas) began to conceive theme
selves as part of 5 larger world which until then been regar-
ded as sepeihing alien and separate and with the affair of
which they had little concexn'.zb These experiences of the
" war later sparked off the 1dea to give an organised struggle

for 3 nation~state.

Bdsides the expiriancas of the war in the&r ownt homew
land the Nagas aiso had come to know of the nationalist movew
menta against colonial powers in Afro-Asian countries and,
therefore, political ideas permeated 2o all sections of the
society with greater momentum, Describing the general atmose
phere, T, Sakhrie wrote “people became suddenly restive with
the existing state of affairs. There was social unrest,

political unrest, economic unrest. Everywhere, there were

2% Yonuo Asoso, (1974), QOp Cit, p. 149
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cries of better, bigger and nobler thimgs ,.. The clans
which use to cmphasize their differcnces hostoned to psteh
ther up ond forged unity., The claosh of inmperifalistic inte~
rests had given birth %o the rnew era ~ full of opportunities
and hopes for » glorious futre, 27

In the early paxt of the 20th Céntury, along with the
formation of the Haga Clubs, in 1918, major tribes hegan to
form subeiribal coaneils for the wmlfare of their respective
coreinitios and by 194%, most of the Naga tribes had thelr
councils, In order to unite the Hazas in the task of recons
struction sfter the war and to foster the wolfare and social
aspiration of the lagas, Sir Cherles Pawsey, thon Deputy
Cormissionor of Kohima hrought together the various sube
tribal councils to form the Haga Hills District Council (NHDIC)
in 1045,°8 1y socelved official patronsge as a unifying
and moderating tnfluence.?d But the confercnce of this MDTC
_held at tiokha on Februory 2, 1946, changed the Council into
Maga National Council. It had 29 members representing va-
rious tribos on the principle of proportional representation
in §ts imptmn.m Thus Hagas camr under a single political
omamzaﬁm for the ﬂnt tim )

27 Cunted im Bzmtn. Veo (1951). n.Cits 072

28 The oricinal objectives were local autonomy for the I
Hills and the training of the people in the art of self=
goverment, See, Stracey, P.D,liaasland Nichimare (1967)
Bombay, p. 66

29 Elwin, V., (1961), Op Cits p.51

o

Alenchiba, M., On Cit, P.163
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The formation of 12K marked the emorgence of legal
ond formal organisation in modern and universal tomms and
at the same time the blend of traditional pelity and oodern
techntque,  *Haga notionalism did not grow ot the expense
of tribal structure of villoge adninistration but virtuslly
on 4¢3 thile the representotives of the sffiliated
tribe 15 sent on the basis of tho particulor iribes politi=
col syaten, the mecbers that form the c:uu;wix uorkod on the
besis of constituted systen and dectision on o najority by

voting,

The comatitution of the N contained four Articles,
Firstly, i¢ deals with jurisdiction which include sll Noga
tribes ropresented in the Council, Secondly, on merbership,
All Naga tribes are eligible for smombership te be procesesd
through a formal petition for afffliotion, Thixdly, on the
council, 1t enumerotes the comiitions for represontatives
who sholl serve for o term of three years and be eligible for
rveelection, A reprosontative is elected from the tzibsl
council and can be removed from office on being convicted in
any court of law or for serious neglect of duty, by a vots
of not leoss than twoethird of the council af ter the metbep
concerned has bren given full opmrtmity\ hear the charges
agoinst him ond to defend himcelf before the couneil, And
fourthly, the Constitution details the powers and duties of

al  Misza, Udayon., (1970), Qo Cit, p. 1954
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the difforent functicnarics in the Gamu.& This marked
the modernizotion of political system and the division of
labouy with the arganisation.

The I funstionod on the free aexvice voluntseyed
by m. workers and 4¢3 resources came from the contxibution
of ovory Haga family, made both 4n cash amd &n kind, It made
everybody hove a sense of participation. And for communie
cation a IMﬂxly Journal colled Naga Natiogn was published
as the organ of the X, Besides these, the [agas strongly
unchallenged loyaity to thelr cotmunity helped the solldarity,
vhen traditional reprosentation was made in the council overy
Naga was * <2 taken for ovanted to be a loyal memher of the
council and thus {38 authority legitimate over tham,

As the indeperdonce of Indis and Burma becoms Smminent
in the postsTorld er situstion and the Nags natfonalisn grew
Robert Rofd then Gdvernor of Assem gave symnathotic conbideraw
tion to the Mages politicol curst and suggested a Crown Colony
or a Trust Territory comprising of the Napa Hills, the area
bound by the North East Frontier Agency, the Chittagong tract
of East Benoal snd the Nage areas in the North Uest of Burtms,

a2 Foxr detsils of the Constitution sce, Yonun Asoso,
1974, Op Cit, p. 163«64 »
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In hiz confidontiol rosort he urote ®Wo hove no right to
ollow this oot &mﬁy t:f non=Indian anindsts and Christions
to bo drawn inte thr strpgole botveen Hinlus and %mmmmas
This prepocal wos supported by others like Dr J.H Hutton,
ﬁwﬁiasiﬁmr for the Naga Hitls, L0+ Porry, Superintcrdent
of the Lushai Hills and JoP Uills, Advicor ¢o the Assam
. CGovernor of Tribel Affalrs. Sir Reginald Counland, British
Gonstituitional cxnert, clso proposcd in 1946 o sinilar plan,.
But vhon the T ceme o krnow gboud the ochenr 1t vehepently
opposed, To the N vhen the Dritlish ruit India it pust oleo
cuit togs Millo for good, Indion Hotlonol Congrons olse
opposed the ides ond the %ilspss proved oo stmné oo any
Conaroscmen in inolsting thot tho Dritish :.mé% g;oﬁ.m

As the celonicl rulc wos coning to an end in tho poste
Torld Yar XX, cvonts vere mvingﬁ‘aaé. The hill peoplo in
botroen the 4w valleys of Braolimepulre amd Irrewsdy rivers
breooe restive, A% Coleutia, stw'ent lecders foroed o
Irdio-luzma movement. 188 64m wos ®90 uniie into ono unit
all the ports of land lylng along the berdor of India and
Durma and othor a@jocent orcas, which are fmhobited by sinie
lor kind of poople and thot the fulure stotus of Indo-Burmo
thus forced viil be decided by a reprosenfiotive body of
the poople®,

e
33 Cuoted in Yonuo Asoso, 1974, Op Git, pe 130
- 34 Elwin, V,, 1961, m e B2

35 Yonuo hAsose, 1974, Op Cit, p. LED
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Ont the Burmess frontiex the Chin end Kachins were alse
administercd by the British through an imdirect policy, though
they fall within the boundaries of Sagoing end Mandalay divie
sions, In these areas ®the tribsl chiefs or guwns were left
in control as long a3 thelr administration was fairly compe-
tont ami 3&5%‘,3‘5 The less populated portions between the
two were called bscheard greas, This included the Nagas and
the Uas, Under the act of 1985, the provinte of Burmo and
Indin were teparated, And as Burma was preparing for indee
pendence undey the banner of Anti-Facist People's Froedom
L.em, there was folrly strong oxpectation in British ciprw
cles that ®the Shans Kachins, Chins, the Karens and the Nagss
would want to remain outside the AFFFL eabrma“.m However ,
the Burmese through the AFPFL's secretery Thakin U Nu begasn
moeting the hill pooplo and ultimately under his influence,
the supreme council of United Hill Peoples (SCOWP} was formed
in 1046, Tho SCOUMP finally came to an agreement in 1947
February, A2, with AFPFL, The sgreement was @& Undon of the
Hille and the valleys which were gdministered by the colonial
povey from Rangoon,

Thus political cvolution smongst the hill people bew
cane diffeyrent botwoon those whom the colonial power sdminise
tered from Rongoon and tho e administered from Delhi, *This

S A S

36 L. s Fravk, N
Pall Mol) Press,

37 Gundevia, (1973), Qo G3%. D« 5%
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put an end o any dream of the hill peoples on either side
of the Paltfai- % renge of ever constituting a Crown Colony
outodde the domatn of Indfa end Burma.®™®  On the Burmese
side such a Union of the hill people was ¢ asy because thw
| hill people constitute a stzeable amount of the population
and more than 60 per cent of the territory vhereas in the
Indion side the hill . people in the nerthesst constitute an
insignificont minogity, Added to/ %ﬂ%swaw of national
awarenass did not touch the other hill aroups os ouch as 4t

porneated amangst the Hagas,

The K became the mouthplece of the Nagas cuest for
solfwdoterminotion and unity, In April, 19046, it sent o de=
Iegation to New Delhi ond fnformed the Cabinet [Msston™ thot
the Naga's futures would not be bound by any dkbitrary declw
sfon of Britich Govermment, The Seeretary of 10K stated that
WO stands for the unification of all tho Noga tribes and
their frcedon .. Our countey 15 connected uith Indis ...
connected in many ways. Ue should continue that commection ...
But a5 a distinctive community we must also develop sccording

to our genius and taste. Ve sholl enjoy homeerule in owr
B  Gundevis, (1975), Op Ci3, Pe 58

> 'ms; Cabinet Mission was sent the British Covern=
ment to India to study the pol tical situntion in
the Indian subecontinent,
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country. Dut on broader issues be conmected with Indta, 0
Thus, N begon delfberating and expressing 4ts ajims and
objectives,

At first the N pursued modest political aimsg ine
tegration of oll Noga Térritories with some sort of regional
sutonomy with Assam prévgma and to learn the art of celfs
government, However, 1t mace elear in {is rosolution one
condition that in aésa*,i Pahistan was ta be ereated out of
the Musiim populated arces the Napas aloo would take & dife
feront docision regarding thedr own future,

The Indion Hational Congress had by this time come
o notice the Hagas?® stond On August 1, 1946, Pandit Jsuwshar-
Lal Nehru gs President of the Indian National Congress wrote
to T. Sokhric, Seerotory of the Gy 21t 45 obvious that
the Nage texritory in castern Assam is much too small t
stard by ftsolf politically or economfcally, It lies bete
ween the two countrties, Indie and China and part of 4t cone
sist of rathey backward peopls who raquire considerable help.
Fhen India 45 independent, as 41t is bounxi to be soon, it
will ot be possidle for the British GCovermment to hold on

4l uid, pe 1862




91

the Naga territory or any part of it. They would be lsole-
tod between Indio and China, Inevitably, thorefore, this
Hago territory must be part of India and of Assim with which
$¢ has dovelopod such close assactatmmu%” This was

the first coonunication of the Indian National Congress with
the Nogo poople or with the [NC. As Wiayon lifspa commented
®Indio was yot %o maoke 4te claim over the Nagss and Hehru
was cleoarly stating that the 'Naga territory' wad Coo small
t exist as on indepondent notion and fer siratogic roasons
1t must Join the Indian Unton,®>  With the Indion lcaders
preoccuplod with the problems of the nnscont notionwsiate
ond tho British with thelr postewsr recomstruction and other
global probicms, Nage issue was neglected and thus the NE
took @ iis ovn course, |

The beginning of 1947 brought sbout ovontful develops
rsent“ and apprehonsive of thess the I begsn to entertain
views for independence. On Februsey 20, 1947, i< fromed o
schemo of toneyeor interin goverment and subnitted to
His Ltipjesty®s Govermment and the Govermmont of Indio 55 o
mrmorandur, It stated that, the Hage people worn independent
bofore the British odvent and are -ifferent with Indfan people
in their othnic composition - soclal systen, culture, relicion,
and thet, they commot be simply thrown among tho forty crores

42  For full text of his lotter, see, Yonuo Asoso, (1974)
0D Ci%s e 199+04, Alemchiba, (A970)s Qp.Cit, DP.Ll66-60

43 bisro, Hdmn., Cltes Do 620
44 The partition of Indis and Pahistan, tho reccssion of

colonialism in AfroeAsia, the inclusion of Nagas
under {ndependent Imxila, ete,
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of Indisne, The memoysndum demonded the setting up of en
interinm govorment of the taga people for ton years, at e
end of vhich the llaga prople will bo left to opt for any

form of govermment under which they chovse to live, The

sane Sthome was prosented to the submcomnitice of the advie
sory cotmittes on aboriginel tribes of the constituent
Assembly vhich vicited Kohima &n tlay 70, 1987, But the sub=
committeo refused to mpke any suggostion of IO yesr gquardisns
ship scheme and for N it nade 4t clear thot the Naogas

sould not sccept any other kind of comtitutional arrenge=

menﬁ;%

Lﬁmdimely sftex the failure of the Advisory Commitise
of the Constituont Assembly to arrive at any sgreenment with
the Hegas on the future constitutional st up, Sir Akbar Hydari
then Govornor of Assam camo to Kohinme and ﬁ“harted regotiations
with [N, The mooting took throo days (June 2725, 1947,
amd yesulted in an agreement called the Hydord Wnﬁ,m
with a presmble recoonising “the right of the Nagas to develop
themselves actording to ﬂm&r free expronted wishes™,

T AT RO " "
45 Alemchibo, M.y 00.Ci%s PP 16070
Fox ﬁntaﬂs of the A;;rnm roy, Yonuo Asoso
. InT63 o sn %

éw@ Qp__ﬁ _g;g lenchiba,e (19
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The Agresment contained nine points in which the
MWC would have full executive and legislative power of
contrel aver all sphere of Nogs life ranping from prevalent
tribal laws %o the ownership of land .and taxation, And
thot the Maga arcas trarsferred to Sibsagar and Nowgong
District of Assom by British Adninistration be brought back
to Nags Hills District, The nineth point was in regard to
the poriod of the Agreement, Xt yunss “That the Governor
of Assam as the agent of the Govermment of Invitsn Union will
have special responsidility for a period of ten vears to
onsure due observance of this Agreemont; and at the ond of
this pertod, the tiags Hstional Council would be. asked whetiwy
they recuire the shove agresment 1o be extended for a furthur
period or o new aoreement regarding the future of the Nags
poople arrive at®,

Just as the Agreement was being agreed upon controvers
8y grose in the inteyprotation of the clause 9 and created
confusion, To the IIX {t understood as ensuring the Hagas
right to complote independence after the oxpiry of ton years,
amd for Sir Hydari he later on implied thot the Hagas would
come within the Union of Indla sfter the porsod of the agree=
monts AS P.U. Stracey commented, ®it is difficult o tell
vhothey thore was any genuine misrcading of what wos adnitledly,
on aphiguously worded clouse or whether thore wers inspired
thoughts eﬁ one or both udn'.M Whaotsoever, the reagsons,

a7 sw3§ﬁ?¢ P.D. ‘1@”); Do C1ty Do &
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the agreement was not enforsed, Even in N casp thers was
a division of opinfon on the controversial clause, A group
led by A2 Phizo rejocted the agreement as 1¢ did not expli-

eitly state the right to independence after the expiry of
ten yoars and to another group led by T. Sgkrine 1t was &
democratic and evolutionary step tovards the Tselferulet,
The laottex also mttaima' that ®*so long as this provision
remain offective the Nagss can mointain their independent

notional Ilfe".“

Dissotisfied with the ambiguity of the Hydari Agresnent
the N sent a delogation of © nmesbers % '”"." Mahatma Gandhi
ot Hew Dolhi, The meeting took place on the 19th July 1947
in which the I informed the Indian leader of the tlanas desire
for self-dotoymination, The Father of meﬁ?géfgn gave sympae
thetic heoxing and assured the dolegation that in no circumss
tances force would be used against am Nagas. e told them
that ®the Nagas hove every richt tof/indeperdent, te do not
want to 1ive under the dominotion of the British and they are
now leoving us, I want you to feel thot Indis is yvours, I
feel that tho tlaga Hills are mine just as they ere yours, Bul
if you usay thoy asre not mine, the matter must stop there, I
beliove in the brotheghood of man, but I do notl believe in

48 Quoted in: Yomuo Asose, (1974), Op Cit, p.i75
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foxce oxr forced unjons, If you do not wish to jJoin tha Union
of Indis nobody will force you to do that®,*? The Nags les=
dors feft conterded but apsrt from the verbsl assurance nothe
ing tangible emorged on the issue of the Nagas' future,

On the evn of Indian independence the HIC having found
no concrete solution to their aspiration declared independence
‘slong with Pekistan on 14th August 1947, The 16T sent to the
Goverment of Indla and the Secretory Genersl of the UN in
Lake Success a telegramy

Cothas Hogas with Konvoh Naoay Deciore Tadepeme

dence Today the Pmtamtb August, 1947,

On the same doy, X also informed the Govermment of Indias
that 1% could pursue the Hydari Agreement §f the Clause 9 is
‘modified as "at the end of this perfod (ten years) the Nagas
will be free to decide their own future,® but the Govermment
of Indla remained indifferent, 'lMearwhile the administration
of the Hags Hills was handed over to Goverrment of India along
with the rest of India by the British on the 18¢th August 1047

.-and Govexnment of India inhorited the Colontal legacy s§thout
making any deporture from the easrlicrr colonial mnw towards
the Nagas and hence the {ppasge.

o

49 The meting took plau at Bangt Culonx mw mlhi and
for dotails of discusslan see, Alemchiba,
Yorws Asoso, | e CAt, lecaa:». ity e
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Sociolegically spesking the cmergence of nationalist
cthos among the Nagas ¢an be explained as an interaction bot-
wesn its iniltiol culturdl orientation and the subsequent
political developments: the pre-colonial phase of cultural
- differonce betveen poople from plains and hills, the colonisl
pericd of ccgregstion, the postecolonial dovelopments in
providing new exposures and consolidation oi their ethnic
distinctiverwss sceking a specific and independent politicow
qaaétmhiz;ai expression, These development led to the
emergence of a persistent fdeslogy of the flaga movenent,






Vo hove discussed in the preceding chaptors what
can be called historico-sociological background of the
Nags Soclety and wvarious developments generating variety
of soclowpolitical conditions which led to the cryvstalli-
zation gnd consolidation of primordial sentiments, e
have identificd the qropps which forsed the "clientetow
bot and the 'sgontetoshot of the moverment, Now we shall
look into the movement g 4t doveloped into s whole-scale
war, turned into o guerilla movement and split into bits
and pioeces, The focus in this soction {s one of the fore

mation of contemporary phase of the movement,

The Naga consclousness emerged in an unfavourasble
timo, The background of colonicl cdministrotion, the rise
of imperialisn in the post-Uorld tar II and the stote of
undeveloped socloeeconomic 1ifc of the people, all combined
and thus X was focod with three {mportant issues,

(1) Territorisl Integratiom Ths rulo uf‘
British power with its profit-moking policy had divided
Naga inhabited areas umdler various administrotive heod
quartors. On the eve of Indisn independence the Hagas
found themselvas im (a) ﬁaga Hills Distxict; (b} Areas
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contiguous to other Districts of Assams {c) Tirsp fron-
tiex of North East Frontier Agency with Tusnsang areas (d)
Northern, Bastern snd Western parts of Manipur; and (e)
Some unadministored Nags areas were ceded to Burma, In
this sitiation, I pledgod %o integrate Naga areas under
a common admintstrative set up,

(2). Politicsl Statust Tho xecession of colonis~
lisn in Afro-Asis loft many people politically independent,
Many tribal pecple specially in Africa b came independent
nations, The Nages with thelr fesling of sc;sau’mms from
Indtens began to deliberate for an independent Nagaland,

(3) Technical Knowledget The Nagss emerged as
nationality from segmented and isoloted socfal groups with
different systams of administrstion. Therefore to forge a
system in tunc with the tradition and compatible with the
Universal civilization becesie an important task of N NC,

{4) Cultursl DIsage: In the course of politicel
consciousness the Hages realiscd that they canmet appesr bee
fore the world simply as » geographicsl entity or a bare
political frame., The desire to be clothed in a cultural
gred sypbolic of thelr alm and ideal being became 3 comewn
aspiration. Values of honésw, industriousness, sincerity,
wibal socislisn, ote,., which the traditional rustic Naga
society 45 known for beceme dominant issue for sociocultural
reforms, Though faced with s strong force of westernization
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nativistic trend of rovision or porpetuation of selected
gspocts of thelr culture became s grest challenge to the
nationniists,

The failure of Hydari Agreement snd the uncertaine
ty of Nagas? future status brought great disappointment in
the XL camp, The 13X had maintained that the Hagas wers
nover apart ond partel. of Indls, but given the backward
state of socloty &t sought the guardianship of the Governw
mont of Indio. Howover, the faflure for a clearecut agree~
ment for an interim guardianship, lost a good deal of mutual
trust betwmen NIX and Govermnment of India.

With this situation the NIT tosk %o 2 more yadical
stond, This stand can be best undexstood in the note add-
ressed to Mahatma Gandhi for discussion during their meeting
in 1947, The NNX stateds (1) the Nages ore determined mot
to join the Unien., They will all die before losing their
&ndmwarm‘ Tiill the Govermment of India use force to
bring the Negas under the {Indien) Union?; (2) Has anyone
under the sumn the right to take sway their independence? Not
without Justification. But is might richt?.} Follewing this
stand the HIKC declared indepondence on the ld4th of August 1947
but §¢ was in no position to defend 4ts declearation,

A Guoted $n NIZ:DON NIuML, (1978), Qo Cite p.32



The Gavermment of India took no notice to the moves
of 12X and on the rocommendations of the Constituent Assembly
vhen the Constitutfon of India was adopted on 26th November,
1949, the Negas were placed under the Gth Schedule along with
the other tribal groups of Assam, The Indten leaders miine
tainod that the Nogas become an integral part of Indips with
the colonial era. This impasse betwoon the Gmemm of
India and the NI could not be resolved ${nspite of many meete

inos and thism the Naga Movement began, |

As discussed in Chapter Thres, thw B was organised
&3 3 blend of tradition and modernity; the formor to legitie
mige the organigation and the latter to give ﬁw 0 the edus=
cated Nagas to shoulder the responsibility of the new politi-
cel organisation. Having understood the new dimension of the
ML and 4¢s aspired international reference, the treditionsl
leadership concoded and the cducated group enjoyed encymous
influence, Founding lesdears of the N were an elites grouwp
with men such as T. Sakhric, Josokie, T.N. Angami, Alibs
mtl, ete,, vho were products of missionary education with
degrees in higher aducation. This group was endowed with
profound stotesmanship and enjoyed much charismotic popularity.
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In the early part of 1947 A.Z. Phixo who hod slready
been drewn to the nationalist wave, joined the IIC and bew
gan to forn o faction of his own in the organization, With
the doubts of a proper settlemont of the problen with the
Goverrment, of India, the Naga people became disappointed
and beaan to adestion the future policy of the L. At
this stégﬂ a sthism developed botweoen a nonwviolent group
undexr the lcadership of T. Saskhrie and a greup undey A.2.
Phizo for a violent struggle, The fermer group took a oo=
derate stand of ovolution which sought its means through &
noral front and achiovement of goal in stages, 7. Sakhrle
declsared that ®nonwviolence is a toctical policy in wihich
you place your oppononts in a position vhere he feols morale
1y wrong to oppose Iscm.:"..2 The lattey group sticked ¢o an
extyene revolutionary stand for an axmed strusgie. Phisze
naintained that Pviolence hao to be the life-blood of tags
Notlonalier®.3 From this point there began conflict of
opinion and antagonisy within the KL,

The frusteation over the stalemste and the subsocuent

- uniloteral decision of the Govermment of Indis over the future
of the tlagss, procipitsted the atmosphere around HIL, This
resulted in the upsurge of violent views and eventually,

Wy MRS ST SR PN

2 From intepview with Jasokie, s founding leadey of 2K,
3 Rud
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AdZs Philao withdrew from the MK to pursus a mors militant
policy ant formed the People's Independent lLeagus (PIL)

for & soveroign Hagaland Stste comprisine of the Nega Hills
District, the Tusnsang Frontier Division and contiguous
Noga oroas in Assan, Mandpur and Burma, According to -
fsosn Phips ngde the PIL "more extreme, more virulent, more
dynamic, and more purposive thsn the 1IG® A However, for
this cct, Phizo was imprisoned in no time on charge of sedis
tion by tho Covermrent of India. Heamwhile, 18X made several
attempts to resolve negotiation with Indfan lepders but
nothing notorialised,

In 1949, A.Z, Phizo was released from detention on
compassionato gxaumss‘a Soon sfter that on reaching Nana
Hiills he began his political campaian again ant was unani-
mously elected tho President of the Naga lational Council, V7
Thic came sbout bocause the NG gl ady had a good mmbey
of members disilliusfioned with the peaceful policy and appre-
clated tho stand of Phizo, In the viéw of the moderstes
the llagas were not in & positien %o have rival camps at such
3 erucial time, thercfore, Phizo was indeected as President in
IZE with the condition that ho would abide by the detlared
palicy of UK for poasceful means. He then immedistely rejected
tho Constitution of India and went on campalign iqt an indepen~

" S e ’ a

4 Yonuo Asoso, {1974), Qp Cit, p. 200

5 This was bocause his wife snd children were critie
cally {njured and a son died {n an accident while
travelling from Khonoma to Kohimo,

)



dent Nagaland.

The ITE having faced smborsssment in the inability
to dring chout on amicah™le solution called for a conforemnce
of the reprosentative of all tribos of the Nags Hills Diste
rict in 1981, The conference wos fixed for the 14th and
15¢h Day, Tho CGeneral Conforence asserbled on 13th Blay ot
Kohima and there was discussion of the Nagas future both
in gencral peetings and amongst the tribsl representotives,

The confersnce passed a resolution stating thot the
future of the Nagas « svhethor ¢ be independent of Indla or
join the Unfon » would be decided by a plobicite, tiith the
sanctfon of this resolution Phizo began ooving from village
20 village aml conducted the Plebicite, It was insuguroted
ot Hohima on llay 16th, By thic time the IIX had orcaenised
the Negs Youth lovement and tho Naga Txmen Soeioty, These
¢oo orcanisations afded the (U anxd the Plabicite cloimed
99 per cont in favour of independence, Signotures and thumd
improssions wore talen and oaths were administored in txibal
gashion to £ight for Nags independence.®

6 See, Alemchivas, M., {1970), 0p Cit, p. 178
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To uphold this issue of independence against the
will of the Govermment of India, NIC hat to mobilize the
cultivators in the villages who would be indispensable
for providing resources = both nanpower and naterfal,

For this purpo-o, a communication machinery was conducted
through » publicity depertment, This deportront was die
rected by T. Sakhrie until the end of 1955,

Hany documents on the llagas were roleased o inten~
s4fy the deepwrootod tianas?! love for a free and uncontyolled
11fo, Nativistic and idyllic expressions were calculatedly
veition for the poople's consumption and 4t would be rewards
ing to analyse one of such writings by T, Sa!zhriu':

®Truely we are a peculfsr people, Ge are all
cqualo, lMen ond women have equsl soclsl staw
tus. Ye have no caste distinctions; no high
or lov class of people, There is no communal
feeling, neither are thers differcnces to dise
turh our harmony with our comxdditfons, Thore
12 no minority problem, Ve bslieve in that
form of demotratic govermment which permits
;tlw rule, :txai ﬂtwg majority, bu% of gyhe oo™
6y, 88 a8 vhole, govern ourselves a8 gow
vormoont vwhich does not govern at all.-..u..,"’

The writing was aimed at inculcating in the minds of
the poople the contrast between the Naga people and tho plainse
men = the Hinduetiusliin populetion. Such writing covered the

fanily system, econemy and sozioepolitical set up of the
village and of a Naga charscter vhich was 1dealised in

i o d

7 Nibodon Hirmal, (1980), Ihe
Publishers, thw Delhi, p. 35
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honceaty, fraternity, and freedon,

Aftox yoflecting an ideal 1ifo, the N loid grest
stress on the apprehnnsions on merging with independent
Irndis, Ono of the tost offective propsgands waes on taxae
tion vhich t111 then was only & noninal twwributs to the
British Crown. Villagers wers t%ld how ®in the plaine,
lond bolomn o the stote amd the people have 0 pay taxes
for land, for houscesites ond bullding too, for fisheries
and oven for forest Jprodict, They {piasinsmen) have water
tax, latrine tax, entoriaimment tax, road tax, etec. Every-
thing hos to be pold for £f they want to live in this mw.s

vThe people wige warned thot under Incitan Govermmont they
viould soon be 'mzm; tox for their land, ldivestocks, income,
o,

Anothor populsr point of publicity was the danger
of gotilng assinilated and thus lose the Nans identity, To
the Noges mostly of animist amni Christians with hardly &
popiletion of 5 lakhs t mix with 4,00 mfillton Hindus and
flsiios of Indla bocape uncoopromissble, This attitude was
hardencd by fear of incompatibiiity with Nuslims ond Hindus,
Such feslings wore agurevatnd by Cow protection movenent
and prohibition policy. Even in loter years *lagelond for
Christ! beeome an appealing slogan to the Nagas,

- S

i il W TR

8 Report of Nagas Goodwill Mission to Assam, 130,
" Rohima, 15.12.1983, | r
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The schiovement of tho mobilization wos succinctly
doperibed by V.K. Anand thuss ®the populstion within Hagae
land divided mainly betwesn the Christiasns anl oninmists
" demonsiroted no particuler aninosity for each other ,.,
the few doctors, lowyers, educationists, and intellcttuals
could not haﬁe hoped for a more priviledged ploce, There
wore no poverty stricken sherocroppers and tho blg lande
lords vhose land could be distributad vize not <o be found,
There boing nefthor any capitolist mor lohour closs, thw
trade unfon, thot covld be energised to apgltate, did ot
exist, Thore was mo white collored burcaucracy o be worked
up. The sfflvent wore envied ot not halted and the few
poor wera helped ond not oppressed, In the ghscnco of
najor contradictions within the community ne internal con=
elﬁeﬁuxsm A tause thot cmm attroct all the Hogas and
bestow advantages on tho entire community had %o .be aaainst
another perty and that had to be India®.?

CTith  the backing of the mobfiization X launched a |
civil disobedienco, Tho Magas rofused to inotitute District
Council ond the 'auhseqmnt gonerol clestions of 1952 were also
boycotted, The Nagao were entitlod to elect throe [As to
the Asngn Assenbly but mot 5 single tlags stond for clection,
though all formalitics worn talien un by the aminiatrmnn,m

A

4 Anand, V.. (1980), Gp.Ci%, p. 70
10 £lwin Yerriex {1961), Qo Ci, p.54
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There were moss resignation of school teschers and
govermmont servents, amd boycott of all Govermment of kmu
colobrations. Students boycotted govermment fnstitutioms
and in ploco of these the INIX opened Naga National High
Sthools ot lohima ond Mokohchung. The people refused to
pay toxos, Labour and supplies were refused to the officlals
and police forces of the adminfstration,

Aftor demonstration of thece a Hage delegation mat
tiohyu at Delthi &n March 11, 1952 in wvhich the infuwriated
Prime Minfister told the Nagas thot ®evon 4if heaven fell or
Indla oo to ploces the lagas would not bo gliven independence® ;‘u
This rosultod in the hardening of attitude on both sides,
- Through the success of the mass mmnt N proved itself
a8 thoe spokosman of sll Nags tribes and thus tho fervour of
independence incressed an'plans for escolation of asction bew

gan 1:9 tate place,

In Moreh 1993, Indian Prime Minister Nehru with his
Burmose countorpart Thaniiin U Nu visited Naga texritories
togethor,'® They reached Maga Hills on 30th March and visited
an Industrial Training School, but akwpttng a few instructors
there wos nobody to velcome them, The Naga students kept away
from the function,

B ‘ " A ST )
:ﬂ. SWWQ ?09&’ (196&); Pe ?1

12  For details of the tour see, Mullick B,N. {1972)
Op Cit, p. 3038
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At Kohima they were given a rousing welcome and
Nage lesders from all parts of Hags Wills come to aequaint
then of thoir desire and aspiration for frendom, A huge
erowd gathorad in the local stodlan gs the heads of two
nations arrived snd were sested, then the Haga leaders
wonted to addrecs the Prime Ministers they were refused
any heoring vhether in speech or in writing, The Nagas
felt insulted and decided that if the Prime Ministers would
not hear the Nagas ﬁwv' would not hesr them ofther, The
Nega pride was hurt and they walked cut of the meeting
emmasse boforo any asddress was made by the dignitartes.
Only & fow govermment servants am! their familios remsined
to heer the Prime Ninistes' speeches. Nehru was ressonably
surprised a5 the poople whom he had taken for granted to
be able to obey him had demonstrsted their unanimous deci-
gion to defy him,

This incident is Important for it turn out to be
‘the deciding iine between the political and military phose.
This act was token very serfously and the asdministrotion
~immedistely fssuedi warrants of srrest for the KNG workers,
Palice raided the house of Sakhric, the Secretary of
on April 4, ond began to sesarch important villsges for MG
workers, The NG lepders sbsconded and from thence began
the underground movenent. |
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The Gmrdmnt of Assam then took serious measures
%o track dewm the NNC, Its monthly journal the [isgs Natiop
was banned a8 anti-India m;sagamia man. arrced police
forces wope yeinforced and averwes of negotiations were
ulased.."a As a reaction to these events thousands of Naga
youth' joined the dnderground and formed the lana Safesuiazds.
Consequenily, instances of viclence began to ocoaur, On
Septerbor 18, 1954, some of the undergrounds formed Hangking
W‘“ in Tuensang ares ol started organised attacks
on police stotions, tHowewver, al) these instances of violence
wert disowned by K which sssured that peacoful means would
be used to -achieve fts arﬂsy |

Even o8 the NL clsimed s nonwiolent policy it became
a known foct thot the instances of violenre were from cuar~
ters in the ML and that, emotfon in the organisation was tendw
ing to syampathise or support the violent asctions, llagty factors
both external and internal of NHaga societly combined together
to transform the nonwviclent political movement into the
military phase,
s s T T————
13 M. delegstions were refused hearing by Debar, the
Inciian National Conaress Preasident at Iuphal and

Prosident of Indio, Rajendra Prasad a2t lew Delhi in
December 1083, Fox details, see Stracey, P.D., (1968),

gp CAt, p. 72
ia litarally means Youit! or fget out?! in

alect
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| One of tho main reasons perhaps éauxd be the Wagas
Pride ags oquals vis-awvis the response of the Uwilan peoplo,
~ The sttitude of the Indian govormment in particular and the
Iniian publie in gemerol towards the Nagss' national con-
sciousness was thot of exireme underestimation, The report
of N goodwill mission to Asscm in 1953 stcted that ®the
Indign people are under the imprecsion that Nagas are not
only a ss%aé people vold of political apnsciausmaa but
also lacked humen wisdon®.’® Thia attitude was strongly
ingrained in the minds of cven the Indion elite, So much
so that vhon X sent memorandum to the Prirme mnia't.a;: mma,
ho remorhed that ®the memorandum twst have had someone's
hand in the drafting®.}® The Prime Minister did mot expect
tho Nagas to be able to articulste oy fzdmehmd such
political arguments,

Secondly, with the prejudice the goverment officials
exhibited storn posture and high hondedness, As civil dise
obsdiencoe was going on, the Covermment of Assam promulgated
a8 regulation in the Nega MHills o recuisition the sesvices
of porters in any cmergency in Scptember 1953, Such lawe
were enforced with much harseness and infuristed many people,
The officials ottitude towords the L workors was with
contonpt tranded as *hostiles?®, Ysecessionists?, 'rebelst,
otc., #Added vith the arrogent and chollenning actions of

18 Report of the Goodwill Dission to Assam, Op CA%
16 st:&ﬁl?v‘. P.hey 1968, m Pe 72
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the armed fordes, the ﬂaga' falt being subdued, And eventuslly

the killiny of Zaubitcn in 199 by an armed police sparked
off inmediate violent response fros the NG Camn,

Added to these points was the total loss of fsith in ‘
petitions and poscoful demonstrations. The frustration over
" the pesceful means raised hue and cry sgfal.ns.t the Governeemt
of India and the emotiona) group looked upon the vielent
group in the 0K <o fight and restore thelr honour.

Eventually on 20 July 1955, the Assam Govermment doe
clared the Noga Hills as Pdisturbed aros® and the lsgs Hills
Pisturbed Ares Ordinonce and Assom Maintenance of Publiec
Order Act of 1954 came tnto force. The Indian Avewy was then
called in, in October 1958 under Defence of India Act and
the sfituation was honded over to the Army, The Army's
counter-insurgency policy foll haavuﬁf on the civilions and
thus strengthened the 'umurgxounds support,

iith the mounting of frustration and tension the
vl&lent group in the N becane more and more militant end
by 1985, Nogaland was golng through an undeclored war with
the urdergrounds® attack on the srmed forces and the bter
retalioting heovily on the villaces, Hany villages were

17 For details, Stracey, P.D., Qp.Cit, p.74




burnt down with grancries and the inhabitents facing dire
consequencob, AS the situotion intensified with both sides
etcaloting, come of the 18X leaders objected to the persise
tence of violant methods and resigned from the organisation.
These included T, Sakhrie and Jasokie, two founding lesdesrs
of the I, From then on the extremist group and the modew
.raw or liberal group parted and while the moderates werse
trying to reorganise the 18, T, Sgkhrie was kidpapped ond
purdered by the oxtremists w strike teyror to the propaga-
tors of tho non-violent moans, Thus the K becass stlely
controlled by theo sxtremist group,

This split cut across clans and villogos and gfirey
of Nagas who opposed the 1L led by extremist group emerged.
Sore of this group later joined the local militis end assie~
ted the Avmy in fighting the undergrounis.

Y8 the anlit of T the violent group remained in
the organization and plans for a direct arm confrontation
with the Govermment of Iniia was made, The IIK declared the
fornmation of the Naga Federal Govermment (IFG) and proclasimed
it as a defegto govermment at Phensinyu village on the 22nd
Mareh 1976, A structure of governmontsl mochinery vas set
wp with an exscutive hosded by the Kedaghe (Presi:ent) and a
Council of {ilonsers (Ministers) with different portfolios,

a Jatax hoho (Parifament) and an armod winy with a Conmandere



aront traditional ceremony ant feast. 115
40

On this day the Federal Yehaabg (Constitution) was
adoptad, vhich in bricf runs ase

Na?alanﬂ will maintain po:manent Lifl{tary neutw
ralitys There will be no stanting or the
maintenonce of law and avder, There will be
Dopartment of Homeguards headed by a Chief, To
function in dusl capacity of Police and Soldier,

In MNagaland, land bolongs to the people and it
will remain so. Thers will bo no land tax, and
other forms of taxation {which the Nanss hove
not pald before) will br formulsted by different
aninistrative gnits.

All forms of trade, business, indusiry, irens«
port and other public utility will be free ond
wiil be in the hands of private enterprises,
EBdutotion will be free and will be in the hands
of the people, Religion will be free,

Each Ncgs villoge §8 a republic in $ts ovn
rioht, Each 28 fanily or tribe occuples its
gwn distinet religion, and shall continue as bew
fore to eoxercice full puthority over its own af=
folyrs incluling lont, community orgenisotions,
social snd peli fous proctiecs andl customs,

Mon and women, above 22 yeors of eoe, will haove
. @cuval right of voting There wi<l be ecual
wagos for ecual work {rvespective of sex,
Stmultaneously, an grmed wing vas set up g% Home Cusrds
undor a CommanderwinChief, A major-general for cach tribe

comcanding o divioion of not less than 500 men and lower ronks
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of military hierarchy down to an ordinary soldier. The
armed wing was given enoxmous power as the situation dee
manded, The NFG also had 1ts intellicence network, Thise
wipo rafsed from all sections of the soclety = €rom high
goverrment servants dowm %o the winor boys in the villages.
The informations wonted were the Govermuents plans, the
Indian socurity forces movements, location, units, perso-
nalities, otc,

The mojor tasks of the intelligence was to deliver
mossages, A messenger usually runs long distonces but
vhere the distance involved avernight journoy, relay systen
was odopted, Other mwans of communication were; glass ref-
lection on sunny days, lap signals on dark nlghis, snokes,
xylophones, gonas, ete. V.K. Anand describe the mmﬁ as
®yery much similor to the system vitnessed in the phagipm's
jungle of Depkpll o with such natural incenious and invae
lusble pido, the Nags army was able to offectively obtain
corroct and timnly information. It wps not, therefore, odd
thot desplis curfevs, cordoms, searches, surveilaonce, seqroe
gotion and traffic control the NFG was stil)l sble @ maintain
en cfficient oystem of intelligonece commmicotion and securit
and oven heep the logistic chammels upen“-‘w FPor cormunicaw
tion with the outside, the tlaga intelligente systen hed its
notuork in Rangoon,

18 Anand, V.K., {1980), 0o C1%y pr. 1067
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As the NFG was organised, the Nags Youth Movement
filed in the Army whereas the Nsga Yomen Society were called
upon to work as cooks, nurses and helpers of the Memamda.
A muobor of trained compounciers and nurses glso jolnnd the
unlergrounis, <o contribute theixr part, Thus both rcomps
weye pitched for the showdown and consec uantiv'mn war faxe
bogan, The formation of the NFG marled the NXGYs asteps to
defy the Goverment of India, challenge {ts legitimacy over
the Naga Hills and 4ts decioion 0 run & pamliai aovery=
ment, This symbolic declaration as V.!7, Anond says, connot
be "dismissoed as sham demonstxation by the wretch o wrest
avthority. Over a cuarter oillion verile tlagas had e&a&n an
unusual attempt to *regain fxmml‘.m

T™he war situation was botwoen a guerilla group and
on organized modern army,  The Maéa ormy had Wry 14¢tle
arms argd gomunitions shich comnrised of remnants of the
Sccond Yorld Uar and locally mode muzzle inaéere. But they
had the advsantoge of the support of the population, (heress
the Indian army on the other hand though fully t%mstpped with
modern wespons wore faeling many disatdvantages, The paln
drawnacks were: (1) unfomiliority of the tribsl land, cuse
toms, and mannersy (44) multipliicity of roglonal lancuage

19 Anand, V.K.p Qn CGits p. 109
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and the armed forces' inshility to undarstand the regionsl/
local dislects; (414) the little knowledge of Jungle survival,
and unfonegifor terraing (4v) vulnerability to sub-tropical
disvase} (v} cumberssme ecuipment and clothings {vi) the gb=
sonco of a front to wine the people, thus faced with a hostile

people,

The Mégs aymy took the tactie of 5 querills warfare
by ambushing miliitary convoys, roiding the army camps and
police stations, ote,, for arms and ammunitions. Thus the
Inifan scourity 'forms were faced with en enemy vhom they
carmot €ight in o fatestoe~face conmbat, Fer such warfare they
were not trained, This situction gave a stronghold for the
undexgrouncs and even a seize of Kohims the capital town was.
attorpted in 1986, ’

Throughout the war situstion the Indian Security
forees exerted maximum pressure but this was mot onvugh to
force the Nogs unvdergrounds into a surrender, As Mullick
recordady ¥,,., though there was neorly one security troop
for overy adult msle in the Naga HilleTuensang are:, There
novey was @ time when 1t could he claimed that the lags
guorillas had been broken into submiuim...%w

The nature of confrontation enraged the security
forces so puch that thedd policy was aimed st the people
vho support the undergrounds, Uith their inability to dise

20  Mullick, B.N., (1972), Qo Cis, pp 31314
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torn or wnderstand the populstion snd added with an eurs
of an ®oceupation forece® the Indisn army fell heavily on
the civilian population indiscriminately, This had extreme
roverses and Govin Young observed the NFG and its men as
21attorwiay Robin Huos, loved ant yevoyved By the people® ;2“‘

o . -J")Vll_k"llv o

By tradition 2% descyibed in Chapter 11 a Nags glves
his loyalty to the decision of the society whether he agrees
or disegroos, This persisted and by the conference of May,
195, the Hagas had committed themsolves to the ides of
plebieite vhich eventually decided independence from India.
To unlo this- another confersnce ecually representative choe
racter hod % meot, The bitter experiences of the armed
confrontation nade the moderates who had been kcoping o
low profile to come togethry ones again to help end the wor.
Therofoxes in 1957, sn All Tribes Noga Peonle's Convention
was convened ot Kohims, to act as o via-medis botween the
underground Hagas and the Government of Indis from Auguad
22nd to 26%h, This was strongly recormended and supp&rtaﬁ
| by the Indien Intellicence Burepu ot Kohims and thus anproved
by the Govermment of India,.

21 Gtvwiﬁv Youno, {1961), The
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- On the stipulated dete about 1,760 delegotes snd
over 2,000 visftors from every Naga tribe sttended the
meeting, [r Imkonglibs was President and Jasokie ws
Seerotorv, The main resolution of the convention advoe
cated settlorent of the NHago fssue through neqotiation,
ant pending o final political solution ¥the pressnt HNagas
District of Assam and Tuensang Fromtiey Division of [EFA
along with the reserved forests, tronsferred out of the
Noga Hille District after ther reforms of 1921, should be
constitutod into a aingla aﬂminlatratwe unit, under the
External Affairs !IMnistry of the Goverment of Indies
through the Governor of Assan seting In his diceretion as
the Agent of the President of India,**% This was readily
zccepted by the Government of India and the Noga Hillse
Tuensang Area (MHTA) was inougurated on I December 1057,
But the reserved forests were not included as apreed upon
in the new arrangenent, beamwhile, fierce fighting cone
tinued and Phizo left Nagalond for the westorn countries
0 nobllise world support on the question of taga indepen~
dence and surfsced in Lordon via Zurieh on 12th June 1960,

The Second Naga People's Convention &at held at
Ungma villege from 21«23 May 1958 and third at tiokokchung

it

22 Cuoted &n Yonuo Asoso, @p Ci% p. 2273 alse in
Mﬂaﬂhibﬂ' s PAPY M’ P 186
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tovn from 22 -« 26 October 1959, From theso two meetings o
menorandun 3 containing 16 points was drafted ond later
smmw to the Govermment of India, Following this the
Points Aorsement was yeached betweon NPC and Government
uﬂ’ Ineiia, on the 30th July J060, with some modification

of NFC's memorandum, Nehru had felt the pinch and with

his image at international forum at stoke he readily agreed
to the meuorandum sgeinst strong objections from the oppo-
sition in Indion perliament, Fven the word 'Nagaland! was
considered a$ not Indion by some people, hut Neheu replied
*Daon  4t! They want 4¢; don'*t they? If the Thais can
have Thoiland, why should the Negas mot have Nogaland?®,24
The essence of the Agreement was the formetion of a State
within Indian Union to be called Nagsland State under the
Extornal Affalrs Hintstry of the Goverment of Indie with

2 linlted autonomy 4in regards to customary low of the Nogas,
adminfetration of civil and criminal justico, ond ownership
and travsfor of lamd and its resources, On the basis of
this agreement, the Thirteenth Constitutional Amerdoient Bill
and the Naneland State BLlil were adopted in 1062, Thus the
Nagaland State came into being, An interim arrangement was
also made by shich on Interim Body consisting of 12 pembers
chosen from the NPC was instituted to advice the Covernor in
administrotion for the transitionol period,

23 Por a‘ﬁtrﬂ of thz“ ma::{gm and éetaii‘gm
neontiotions, see Alemchiba x DD 197
Yoruo Asaso.‘m_m PPe2 W Ppe

24 Gundvia, (197B), On Cit, pe 72
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Thero was difforence of oninion tho tho 16 points
Aprecannt oven gronn tho modorntos, A Kovichusa and somo
of the leadine PG trebors were opposed to IEG inftlating
o political setllicornt without the porticipation of the
IFU. Thercefore, vhen 18 dcemgﬁ:ﬁ.éa vent to coed the Goe
vernog of Astsh with their ormorankim iﬂkgru. 196D
Hovichusa sent o uritton ototomont to the Govornor sayinas
®A sottlenent nroesupposes the < xistonre of 4o contonding
pardies, In the present troudle, ono psrty is the toverpe
nent of India and the othor 4o 10T the Nago Coverment
soxvants or ratired goverment corvonts, Any netllenent
to be pornanent must settle, the Ciffcrences betweon tho
o parties an’t the o perties cust be broucht togethore,..
ne forces settlenont will bring posrmonent mam".zﬁ Truc
o this stotenont nost of the Ipterin Dedy monbers txre
cov ement servents rerigned for the mmsﬁ.zﬁ

avious of tho NFG, §{t considered tho Agrecmont as
befeayal and in defionce ctopped up 148 guerilles setivities
in th Nago inhabited aa'f’;zs./m Lonlgn Phizo atated that |
the lepdors of tlago pcople's rauvantim who signed for the
Haga State in India wos o punpet osscoblys ol that no agroo=
could bo zocognized rogording the fulture of Naogsland excopt
vith those people tho vere fiahﬁ:in*z\am vere the trun rop-
resentotives of the licgo tation® . m llsgas desire fox

25 Hihedon r&mml (1978), Opn Cit, p. 119
26 smawy, P.3. (1963), Op G318, p. 93

27 Hewy Sea2esnan, © n'on, St-;;wz?;z r 3, L980; cuoted in:
YOMYD 18080, .ﬂﬁ;&&l Pe 2
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indonendoneo otl'l forned an atoonhnre sizes' 1y groot for
(=]
the 18 {0 suppross &n the longy run ond conse vontly
Dr Ihonaliba wos cosesinsted ot Uokochung Sovn on Jugust,

22, 196),

Aftor the Interim Body's rulo for 3 years, llagalond
the 36th State in the Indion Union wee inouguroted by
Dr Radhahrishnon, the President of India on the Lot of
Deecepbor 1963, A now Udnistry heade ! by P Shilu vas ovorn
in tho seme day by tho Covernor of Asscen Uy Vichnw Eohoy
ho concwrontly sworn in oo the (Bvornor of [ogoland,
Following ¢the insuguration the (iret gonerpl clections for
Nogolend Stote Legiolotive Acsembly were held and the ruiing
political porty, tho ilogo Notionolisd Orgonization cmo %o
porepe with o mojority of 23 meoders in o houso of G,
Pe 8hilu wae zeclecicd &8 lec'er of tho ruling norty ond
his Ministry wes ovorn in on Jomuory 28, 1064, A Political
Parwy hnstm éé the Denocretic Porty under the leadorship
of A lovichiss becrrr tho onposition party with o strenpth
of 12 oeehers in tho SCote Ingislotive Assombly.

Proge [idsaton

thilo tho IBC was going heod with the idoo of statow
hood withitn the Unfon of Intfo, tho TN contimged 4ts guerilla
activitios, Dy 1862, they wrpe sirccdy in touch with Paliston
for coms on! odMtory <roinin,  In Aprdl 0, 1963, the Princ
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Ministar of India told tho Lok Sghha aboul the lisga Army

using woapons from foreign comntrics. On April 21}, Shilu,
the Chief Dinister of Nogalangd confi ned thot the weapons
of the Nago Arpy hod Pohistond m@rkings.m Thus in spite
of the progross of mé@ﬁaﬁm' betveen IPC and Govermiont
of Indio the Naga poople continued o suffer the patns of

VigE o

Givon this uncortainty tho Nagaland Baptist Church
council in its eonforonce ot Uohhe on February 24, 1964,
resolvod o constitute o poace mission, Following this
rosolution o throe-nrbor peace nilssion wes formed in
April 1064, consioting of Jaya Prakash Norayon, then
Director of the Sarvedoya Movencnt of Vimobhe Bhove,

B.P. Chalihna, the then Chicf Linisicr of Assam ond Rev,
Lichoal Scott, o vorher for Human Rights, Through the

- offorts of thoe Prace Udssion the &G gnd Covernmoant of

India come W a coasofire pgrooment which came into effect
on Soptetboy O, 1964, omic grect jubilation, The 12

nerboy oppostion porty on this cvent resicncd onblock fxém
the locisliative gsserDly and demanded the dissolution of

the Acsenbly, the oxistence of vhich they stated was obotruce
tinc the final politicol scitlenent of the MNogs Issuo,

26 This wos stron-ly dontediby Z.A. Dhutin tho Foreign
Iinioter of Pakistaon on April 15, seo, Yomup Asoso,

1975, On. Ci%, p. 247
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The pooco nission nrosonted o 14t of nropessls

 to the contending parties in which £t urged tho Hagos to
voluntarily join tho Indian Unlon, and the Gevermoent of
Indio to consider ways of treting the politicsl aspirge
tions an’ intercsds of the Mages o the nanimun nossible,
It orronged tolks botvoon the tvo conlending portics omd
loter on Prive fiinistorial level Deteon Indira Gondhd,

the Prioe Minfster of Indio an Nughoto Sukhoi, (to Kilogroy
(Priro Mintstor) of the 156,29

- Tho pooaco R&lks, howover, could mot zeconcile tho
o qrouns from the swre. The G demondded rocognition
of thoir sovereignly and thelr richt 0 solf dotermingtion,
thilo e Indian Covorment nafntoined thot 40 could not
ontertoin cny detand’s vhoco Doske nremice G8d not accopt
llogalend stotus vithin the Indian Unfion. Mot looe than
six roun’s of talk were held with the Prime [inistor of Indie
but both cofdos mixm Wi compronise their stanls, Roverthoe
lees, e Prioe ldnicter of Iwdiao in the <¢h round of gall
rede o sdgnificont concecsion ﬁ.n&ica%&w;, “that a sctilenont
within Indion Union ncod not necossarpily be within the
constitwelonol fromcvort,® But tho NFG renoined porsise
tont 4n their otsnd. On 24 July 1968, I'rs Indirs Condhi
toldd the Lok Sobha thet the Indisn Coverrment hod o intone

ST

28 For dotails of he nesce nission nropogel an’ szirmtes
of %ho reunﬂs of talks, sece hxam, i, (1074),
rzmold«lpincnann Publishers, e mi

30 Yonus Asose, (1074), Op Cii, pp. 200
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tion of rosuming the pooce negotintions ot the coment,
The immosse led to further occurren. ¢ of confrontotion
botroen the Indion cocurity forees ond the loga oroy.

Fotoful ovents begon to otcur in the NFG camp vhen
dogtdlock: of the 'nrgatiation’ beeche evident. The MFG
clondestinely begen sending oon for ormo ond guerillo troine
ing to Chim.m thile this step was boing plonned Genorol
sito the Foyo Illoncer (Nofence Uinistor), storted diffor-
ing with the (I legdership. He voo inddignoted for mot
" bBeing conoulted on the cigning cz{ LCoasefire Agroenont ond
over the sclection of ren for the mission to Ching., Added
with his dissotinfoction with Phizo's ochicvenmont gbread
Coneral Hoito began chollenaing Phik™s porticipation in the
alls vdth tho Govermment of Indio. Ho denonded thot &f
the nrgotiction camot Dring any imediote scolution ¢tho
156G chould hond over oll povce 0 on croy govermnont heoded
by hiorelfs Conn sficr he otoced an chortive nilitory coun
ond then sct=up an Amy Covermment in Janucory 1063, nitted
cgoinst tho IFG with the support of the Iniion cu%ariw.&
Dut e wos assasinoted on fucust 3, 1063,

——————— ~ P

a By lotee port of 1566, MFC hod sont 1% T.H [uivoh
CPloninotontiory® ond Dricodtier Thinosolic with
S0 ren o China, Yonuo /8020, % Cie, ».327301c0
idbedon [iznal, 2978, Cp CL ., » 18

2 Nibedon t4ronl, (1973), 2p (4%, pe A72
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thile this spli¢ was taliing nloee in tho Armed Uing
thore was olso dissontion in the [FG. Oceto Lwu <the [odaghe
had aleeady resigned 4n 1966 and vias oueccodod by G. [hieolu
o he sinth round of Call vith the Uovernoont of InBlo,
Hughaoto Sulthol tho Al [dlenscr vho heeded the (zoe delega~
tion rosigned from offico ot the face of heoted crivicisn
for his inchility in ochicving any noliticel goin, fren tho
prolonged nrgotiotion. These 4vo locders along vidh lolto's
follovers forned a mow politicol porty colled Council of
Mcga proplo in Mavecher ), 1063, ond declered g [cvolutionory
Covernmont of -m@axmﬂ,m Beoidos this ﬂévclomem Thunatd
Chona the fngh (Governor) of Turnscng cloo enncunccd the
tsecossoion' of his group from the [T 4n fpril 4, 1968 ond
fopted Yonghing @xoup'.aﬁ lleomhiile én eorly 1.968.' % woo
condirred thot Isak Svu and Ceneral Uavy vith o thousend
oen hod maﬁhéﬁ China, 33

Tho breshi=gway grouns doclored themselwos rocdy for
full ond Zinal cottlemeont within Indien Unfon nyevided ¢the
llogos receivod o cortoin veightage and in collusion with the
Iaddan cocurgty forces sttempted to £lush out the 13,0
The greatest feot in this oitenpt was ¢the interception of
General ot and his Chinowtrained Cuerillas vhile on their

ey

Singh, Praohash, floagland, (1071), Nlew Delnt, n,162
CGurdiovio, {(1979), p.l93

Adda. 0.3
homoubbeon, Dodhiha, Op Cit, p. 409
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roturn to Honalond, This was doclaved by the Defonco !iinister
of Indic on 1 Anril 1960 in Lok Sobho o8 tm breating of the
backbone of the niscuided mvenm%‘.m Theso brrakeaway
groups later formally surremdered to the Govormmoent of Indio,

In pgcecordonce with the Constitution of Indio ond its
provisions theo second Cenerol Election was held in 1069, for
thoe Stote Acscembly, The defuncted Denocratic Porty resurged
oo United Front of opaland (UFN) and conwsted egoinst the
nking N3O, The lotter retaincd 4to m&aﬁm thoe on-Chic?
Ministey Hokishe Semo vho 200k over from Qa Angonl in the
previous torn wos roeloeted Chief Ddnister, > The MU ook
the defost of W which wos sympothetic to the IF6 a8 o turn
of cvemts ogainst MFG of the varicus elements who wore suse
preted of synpothies for the PG r:ause.& After this cane
the 197) nidetorn Yok Gebho poll vhere the sitiing merber,
of D, 5.C. Jonir last lsgaloni's only Lol Sabhe soot to
the kaler of Tl As ovichusa vho hod stood for rosumption
of mgotlotion with the undorarcund Nagas.

On 1 June 1972, the Covermment of Indis transforred
the coffoirs of Maogalendi from the Externol Affolrs llinistry to
the MNinstyy of Heme ﬁffam.w leomhileo, sporadic instonces

37 Dr, Azan, (1974), Op CiGe pe 203
6 Remsubbon, [adhike, Op €L, D403
30 Yonuo Ascso, (1974), Q2.Ci%s p. 376



of violonco contimued ond on tho 8 August 2077, tho undere
ground attcontod tho 1ifo of Mokishe Sonn, the Chicf liiniotor,
of Negolond State. This lod ¢o the nremulgotion of the Une
laful sctivities (Prevention) Act of 1967, bonned the KX,
the (&6 ond the oo Arny, Teroinotion of the Geosofire
Agrocment and disstlution of the poocece observers toam.
This was followod by onother aosasinocion ottennt on the
1o of J.D. Josolkio, then géum@mn Pdnister, on 28th Ccto-

boy " 1973,

In Pobrucey 1974, the tﬁiw Gomoral Elocting to
the 5%ate Asccmbly tree held 4n videh the United Decocratic
Prongy (10F) = g combinition of the UFN ond o broalieguoy
group of NL=-come €9 powcr, Vizol the vos on cetive membey
of the I3 311 the 1086 split ws elocted &5 the Chief
Ninist £. The P persucd a policy of reconciliasticn vith
the G, It deoclared that the Nago nyodlem wos a nolitiecsl
o rather then o cuwestion of Law and Grder ond viorltied for
tho releagse of politicol nrisoncrs ond for dircct tolhs bote
wen e Covernaont of Indic ond the 506G, Dul the Dinisiey
could not lost vhen dofection of 1ts rerders begon ond finslly
the GCoverrment of Indda sucnonded the Asserbly and procloired
Prosidont®s Fule on Narch 77, 1075, and this situction |
Crenoimed in foree theourlhy Che r«morﬁaémv, 241} lovorbor, LO7T.

-

40 Yonuo Asoso, Op Cis, p. 374
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The coning of UIP ¢ powey in 1974 ushored in new
atlropts for nogotiotion end even ofter thelr foll in errly
1975, e initistive mado, continged, Throunh the Hagoland,
Peago Counclils cofforts in 1975 on Ll toveober an cgroenent
Lnovn as the Shillong Accord was recched betywron the (TG
vorkers in the ooinlen? cnd the Covermor of flagolord on
boholf of tho Covermment of Indio. This accord consisted
‘of throe claouscs; the undorgrouns representotives of their
ovn volition coeoptod “he Constitution of Indis, undergrounds
tould doposit their orss of ocppointed pleoecce, and thot the
undeparouncs chould have reosonchle time ¢ forpiiloteo othey
fssuos fer discustion for finasl cetilem-nt, Following this
cccoxd lcgo rolitical prisoners vore rolegsod ond the NG
hott series of mrotines to discuss the natuée of o politicel
sotlicernt with Indioc.

In tho offort {0 solve the eonflict the Nogoes have
gomarded e particination of NW2. Pizo in tho necotioation
ana in Juno 1677, Phizo oot lorerdd Uesal then I'rine [iniotoy
of Inlie ot Ln oa, D[Dud the dogiiloe en the issuo of Meao
Incépendonce provoiled, However, the tloged zcoffirmed thelr
confidence in the lcodezship of Thizo in (L& Lgho {(Conforenco)

in 39?8.4" And in nirvsuonce of Chis <hero hove boon offorts
43} Thoe Confrrenco w2s held o Mhonomn vitloce ond the

rooffirmation of hiizo Ylcodershin was tho firs roe
solusfon nassed 1a She Confrrentce,
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20 bring Phizo {nto the plcture of political nocotiotion
with the Goverrment of Indio withous precondition loid boe
fore talks,

The signing of Shillong Accord broucht chout wide
differencos croongst the llgges. There vero foctions vho
considorpad the f?;,cmzﬁ s betroyol ont to Cemonsiroto their
fisogreenent a oroup of rduccted young non ontdl waoon onfilte
rotod o Tibet ond Donglodesh &n 1976 for pilitory ond nolie
tiecal moinﬁmg.@ In tho Burna=boted cam of the [FG e
Generol Socretory of IG, Th. [uivo otoged a eoup dotot
ond clonn with ¢the Festern lloco tlotionnl Council forrmeda o
| Macise ozinn%ﬁ Mational Sociclist Council of Negaland
(}sC), ond o Govermmont of the Peoplets Lepublic of Nagnlam
wos declored on 2nd Februory 1989.43 This group condemncd
the Shillong Accord os %<rceson' ond resolved W continuc
to fight for on Indepondent [logolond, It accuscd the 10D
of cemtrolising suthority on a fodly or ¢ ond thelr yolo-
tions, ond dempunced the leodorship of Phizo for met condemnim
the *¢reosont. It ruled out the '4llusion' of saving ogaland
throush poseeful coans .M Thus the MNoga [otionol 4ocue otill
remoing on ongoling and unmredictnble movenent,

" —— : _ " .

a2 Nibodon, Hirmal (1078), Op.Cit., p. 344=6

0% 0 Tﬂ&é’?ﬁﬁﬂ Soedatiat Co
Wl €§: (”;a‘ » p. | k|
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Rudolf Hepberle stoted ¢hot in ovolusting a social
novenont o gre coving on w troacheorous crouad, dhore
passion ond projudico ﬁhma%en o Cin the objcetiviey of
our Suﬁgcmnt".l‘ “Thic is pore ¢o in the stu'y of g prot=
racted ot on=rolng wovoront such 08 that of the Hoges.
Hovovor, in objrctive dnruipy v gtlcrmt to undorstond
the valucs thot forned the fdeology, the motdvotion, the
chiofd cheracteristics, molure of cetion omd the odjective

rorits of the tiyvenont,

to €ind the Nagos woge ovoresme by notionoliot cthos
on the evr of Insion iwlesendonce anvi had developed & deop
sense of seporatores: fron the Indian people, historically,
vculmpny, ot policicolly,

This consciousnros 45 ofton acsuzed by many wrilors
o Do g deliberato nreslusd of Oritish rule ond the Christisn
pissicn. Dut such a conclusicn voul | he too for-~fotched
for tw Dritich's profit oricnted orinminisirotion imnosed ¢the
Innezline licgulation Act of 1833, only to Yccoon complierpw
tion in ¢he Moge Hills, It nichi hove hod odverse contew

L Dudslg, tozherlo,., (1949),70ns sorvotion on tho
53@:1::3,;:@3 eﬁ’ focdnl Uovrr zmt ind %MM

Lend, "Vérg"p vol. z-“u, e W
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quencos on the coming togothey of the hill poonle and the
valley neoople bBut 4¢ vios ot o delibeorate o7 icmpt, As for
the missionaries porhans they con be blomed for educoting
the tlogas omt thus gliving thino the peane ¢o seo wider horie

zon but no other gllegotion has any oubsionec,

Hovewer, ths eontribuiion of these foreion sgencics
to e fHsve seperotisn connot be ot togother ruled outs
Thus e nay caeeo with Cundevio vhon he soys Yeortain hise
toricol aceldents combinrd consciously or unconsclously
e e [oninent aoong thoce vas the osysten of riogidly exclu~
sive gininisirotion ¢ apted during the Dritish peiied and
cortoln influcnces; perhans inbibed fron foreicon mioolong-
rics alse, olthough 42 vould be invinious to level p gene~
val accusation of gny conscloys fostering of cuch temtionw
cico ciher ogoinst tho Dritish officers or the nissionariec® .2

The Hago soparotisth con be best exolained through
¢tho historicol peroncetive of socinl{ progross among the
oo groups ontd the gop of primordiz) sontiment which exice
ted nrior to tho cooing: of the British vddenod during tho
coloniol oxo. Gundevig notods Pthe only Indion thot mné.
vith the British Gfficer vas the "sepoy? in uniform or the
coop follovor of the Bricish ruler; both of chon tere loohed
uson by the HNogas o8 the leglitinmote target of attach, on

ISR

2 Gundovio, (1978), Op Ciz, p. E6
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vhom vengence nust be wockod®.S To this wo oy 2dd the
Hegos? La%xbmouu%rs vith the arrogent clirh, the un=-
scrupulous businescnion and the cosee Hinde oho mnsasiéreﬁ
2he ages ot unouchables, These chorecters anpesred O

the teogo nind gs inteincic o on Imidon popsonnlily.
Therpefore, the Ragsr! contor pt for the plainctrn sercisted
an: the Dritish conindstrator ® id mot thint his business
to tale seoylogs notice of hic continuing animosizy. Ko
was only thore t tec thot the Mogo did not comnit curder®.”

‘ Tho coonleto loc® of intorcetion Juring tho British

sule tep? the Mesos avay from the Indien ationsl strugple,
Ao Joys Praligsh tiamvans onincd the togas falled o vision

a stotus vithin Indonendent Inllo, Jdded 0o ¢this accordimm
@ hio wos “the unimeolnstive moaw e on'l-eh of unierslonds
iny of the Aosan ond ikion Coverreonts in dealin: with then
{lloges) ond heir aspiraﬁmn.“ﬁ

Thus givon thoe widoly Uffering hictorical cxnerience
the llages wope cought up In the vove of notionolicm in Afro=
fsia in the nostelorls ‘or IX om! thic diverted thon fron
entcrtaining any ddea of shoring on Indenerdiont Indio.

3 Gundavio, (3-975). w! pe 57
4 Lafl. pe S8

5 Horoyon, JePe, [obion Didl da
Proltashon, Varouosd, fcw De h »

<3 N4, pe 314
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- thilo definitions ond ottributes of notion, notionoe
1%y, on' notionolicn wouls belong to o wider denoin of
stulys &n this worl the llogs ideology 15 defined o8 o no=
tionalist Ldeolasy. This io becowe of the odmnle reason
that o group of prople inhabiting o defined torritory cole
legCively shared the belirf of Deing o dlotinet people
warthy of the status of a coverecion nationmotote, omd
stru-gled 2w schieve the sorme, The issue hed emergoed puch
bafore the indeponce of Ivdio, and, theecfore, the cuestion
of colling it o sccessioniot novemont does mot arise, The
exproscion of Chis noticnaliso hod been C¢he demand for celfe
dotormination, This prrheds is vhat Hons Fehn coont vhon
he vzote “Fvopy poonle aviakonrd 0 notionalicn soes polie
tﬁegz colf=lotorninotion oo !.% caal. To be zenoratle, Qiow
tinct, on indomorviont fro othrr aotions, ond ecudl ¢o
then 4s the fun.orontal cloin of netlonplists for their
rxms)lo“.?

S:Jithg hed obseyved that ot the coro of tho study of
notionclist covements ldec the vered cucstion of ethnicity.
This howe significont fmpliection in tho Mlagos concopt of
tholir notionniity. A statod im Chnpter fto the vord [loao

_7 mahn, wam. **nati m}.s.sm". Ins Waﬂ&_ﬁw
¢ e b2 » Ds €

s Yol,

2] Soith, Adde, (fé). (1976). 24
Moendlion 10eSo, tondon, n. AL
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oncompoesos o congloncrotion of {ribns gnd subwiribes and
the consciousness of m%emliﬁr wae confined ond lindted
to tiose tribos alome, Theco widen Deifeve that they come
from a cormond origin and hove sindlqority of cultursl prace
tice. Raelol purity formed the bosis of their notionality
in tho fashion of Jewish concept of the 'cliosen nooplef,

It is beoouse of this ctmocontrico thet othor <ribes or
provle oo had for consi icpeble time rosided &n Nogo croos
- ullo, Mochoris, Nopoaloso or cny other commnity consie

dored non=ilags ~ toro excluded in the naveront.

Such nntionnlist $doology “strossos the politicol
unicy of o people oricing frem their culiural ond limguict
Binship. Z¢ ascorts thet this 'pricozdiol! unity 4o poliw-
2icolly more inmortant thao ony cdiviclcns ongst the poople
and that the sole legitinote guide in eoline vith other
poonles 4a thel, intepests of Whe umiivided naﬁi.aﬂ”.g This
charcetorictic of the Nego 4dedloyy o very conspicuous
in thot the Heogas chow unity on! o common onoression as &
proplo insnite of the foct thot oy hove been divided
into nDany edninistrotive unite ond cvén countrics = Indio

Cand Durta,

9 f‘am: “tiepulism ond tlatianaolisnm: A Cormont on A

'~ s, ﬁhc:» m‘*vcm of Populisn in Durienda®, Loppo~
TREYAI4 2y Sulic in Sﬁﬁlew R ymt"’l’VQ \!03..6.
\OGImEl, Do OS50
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Tehnocontrics 4o glso ontailed by ome's agttach=
oent to ono'o twibe, clon ond lincoge. And concept of
Noga notion rests on the Unity of 4ribes., A tribe on
the cormonnese of orlodn ond divided ints ¢lans, ond o
clan divided to linrcyre en' fomlldes. It is bocouse
of this concept thot the nondote = the [IX cloin rost
upan the ropro-entotive viow of éha ¢lon, villcoe and
ﬁézha 8o sanctionerd by thedr rotprolive polity. IU now
ver foeed g populer voting of the prople éacopﬁ the
nlchicite, This choracterictic of the idcology olco
led to gp bloch ceperotion on clan or tribe bosis in
tho cvents of schism,

Basing on tho othnic nxincialo thoero voio troits
of rovivalicnm on! nativicn in the Neogo fdeology. Idyle
1ic viow of W post Meco cocleoly ond 1¢e chiproctoriotics
vope deseribeod onidt 0 move fo rovive or restore such o
stote of 1ife vas iniicoted, AL the oome time the oim
of puroling the socicty of umiontod alicns, of cultural
clenonts of foreion oricin or of both wos o striking
point in cobilising tho prople,

The idoology of Naga rcovenent {9 zeovolutionary in
thot cvery Nege fandly hes been effociod by £4 in some
way er the othor ol 8¢ ocohs for radiecl secic=ccononic

pro
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and poaliticol channs, Tho constilution of NFE slotes
Eoch Nogo village 45 o ropublic &m 1ts ovn right. Eoach
togo fanily or tribe occupies §ts ovn iistinct roligleon,
ond shall continue s before o czereice full cuthority
over its ovn offeire including Lovyg Proctice ond (usﬁoms”.Lo
This was the politicsl order they sce™ ¢o inotitute, Joya
Praash Heroyan steted in the Zotor Hoho of the foderal
Covormaont that “the strugele lcd by IFC cernot Lo regordod
os o nepe problen of low ond order. I8 40 Gost certoinly
o stryugole for motionol freedon. IL does not oin 0% overs
throving o govreroont, but iR cortoinly oims ot <hrouving
ofit o govermiont, viz, the Covernnent of Indio thich 1t
regord oo cotoblished by foree ... The lago ncople are

unouestionsbly & natien“.*k

Tho Emorgonce of MHICH gsve o now ideologicsl dimens
gion te the Mags movenont. Ite csndfesto doclored o struge
agle for o sovegeion Mogoland through KEGH with soclolisp
a0 tho soclo~ceonamic goal basing on the foith in the sole
vaticn of Josus Cheict ond the ceoons throuch arfes. I

10 Alcochibas e, (1970), Op 1<, p. 184

13 ¢ Ngorcophumy, (1976), , Torin Printing
torks, Innhel, n. 2
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stoteds It 45 orms ond orosn cooin that will sove our oo~
tion ond onsure froedon to ¢the mp&e”.m

The IE2CN made o departure from (LY syston of opw
gonisotion ond policy in that 4t by-possed the traditionsl
concent of unfon throuch fribsl offilistions and represens
totion. I8 oloo defined Che cloos distinction in oo so=-
cioty. Tho ox~lofting clces consisting nmoinly of “the reow
cetionary ’wai%m, the burcouerats, a hontful of rich nen
cnsd the Indian vornin® ond the cxnleited close the 'nossost,
®The controdiction thot cxist betreeon the o elcssos aro
such f:hci‘. there couldd boe mecting noint t:-’i’m%aévar”-‘m
lonifeoto of ITCH oxplicitly stoted, ®the dictotorship of
the prople throuch an orgenisotion is, indisponsable ...
ond the sctive practice of democreey vith the organisction
is unruontionchble for tho sclvotion of rzcraland“.m The
inclination tovods [ooist concepld of revolution in theo
IECH 48 ioplicit taeost for thodr {reotice on roligion
thich obvicusly 1o tceticol on their port for the MNags
peonlets indesendent !:;auef in Cod in the porson of Jesud
Christ,

his hos qgivon the notionaldsts of (NG coop and
15071 o shorp divicion in the 4deologtiesl peroprctive,

12 Ns Tho Publicity Dencrtmont of tho
¢ of llegolam!y, 108U, p. GO
13 an Cit, De 35
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Socio=-poyeholonical school of thounht on theories of
rovolutlon ascert thot rovolis om movenents orc oul of rre
bellious personolity, Drkn Goozer seil, ©4t tekes o robel
o mbal“.m This vicw hos beon entertoined by mony Schoe
lore in tie coso of tlege movenent. Theorefeve, 42 will he
gevarcing 0 o0 into he Clicracteristicn of the llsgo leo-
dershin « theole Dagberound in torms of wealih, educotion,
fanily sﬁb%&zs, ccoupation, otes, [or this purnose, v toble

smples of the lepdership oo follows:

- g

Bisth Flceo: I’a':'sil H

_ Cduca Gccupow
Namo anme/ High/i dd- ,
Tosm/City alo [lass tion tlen
1  Phizo Villnge [1iddle loteicus Dusie
Closs lato ness
-2 T Sothrio do de do do
3 Alibno Imdd 6o do Groduoto Unompe
loyod
4 Scato Swu do co \ do Toochor
9 [lulvo do do inivoroity Unchme
_ Degreo loyed
& Zgsol Huro do do "ateicus ao
loto :

i Cunted in Sinch, Doliis &, el (ow' 'zmga). Ins Cuer!.ne
Verfero, Indld (Uaricely, 1969, ne 203
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To #ind o oinilority in all thn leeders os the
teble roveols, The lceders ecne froo rurel bocheround
but piddle cless by Moco stondords, The coupcurrence 4n
unemplovioont, 4n oot coses was broeoguse of their Jodning
the movenent just ofter thoir studies or oven bofore
completion of tholr dogree, And tho rond and file of the
NFG vere reeruited €ron the villegers ond cullivators,
Thusy wo ave foced vAth the cucstion os 1o vhy this ped-
plew were otived to the strugale,

The onswer o motivotion con only bo scon through
the dyncoicn of on ideology. For @his oo cpreo with Lo
wbberlﬁ in his thosis thot ideology con bo an indepon=
dont vericlle in socicl dovelonnrnt. Throush ¢his onolysic
of lepdors the oforccited view of Dricn renoin rebuited ap
vo find lecders cone ond wont but the povenent continued,
It is aloco inmortont o mote the seerifice of the Ynuth
fresh froo colleges and Univcesitice. Thic certoinly
roints to the indopendence of ideoclogy fron othoer worighles
such gs {rustrotion, robollious porsonoclity, socio-nsychos
Jogicol dicpositicn, cote,

The roliotous Ceetor &n Nands Movonoant hos &mmaxtaﬂt
ale in &t motivetion and coonmitment. The [0 uscd veorses

froo She Bible, such o5 ®But yo ore o chosen concpotion, o

o prp——

SnE L Eanie ond the
3% zaucmut Parsen)
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Royel priosthoo:, an holy nalicn, o peculior m@fﬁe".”
foplification ond politicization of such seriptural pas-
seges rvobed mony 20 the ceuse of fighting tho non
Chrisclan nation, Suth, Pin'‘cnondonce movement that con
cloal §tself in the ecrb of Doth nationo’d o end religle
ous righteousnces hes on initiol cdvantoge. And thore
can be o dowdt thot the rebel leoges ore sincerely o
pious 1o¢e 2B

Novertheloss, <hore oro olse instoncos in Hage
oovenrnt there notivotion W joln the moveoent cen be
wraced 0 share opportunism. Ue pay thus acree to Herberlo
vhen he sayst "the rotivotion of individupls in Joining
a soclal povencnt nay rance from _m“v:&cmz belief in the
covement o chareepportunicn. (oite ofton the eclocion
to join is poxeo arotioncl thon ra"?.;zﬁmal%w’ In 3 protroce
ted movenont steh as%%ﬁ%%%i%ﬁ alco turns =oepochiol ond
R4t may in cortoin femblics or eceunotional grouns of |
local comaunitics breome trodinional to belons®, 2 Sueh
ootivetion olce hove orisen fron share fooling of vendotto.

17 mm;smw

18 Ucans Gordon, {(1966), “mgmlanﬂwsho Ancny of Ending
3] Lg;gilla Uor®, in Poc e q. V@lpg‘?. 2‘2953,
P

19 ) ﬂ@@bcml@ hu ‘«‘31’5. (Lgég)i w’ Pe {:“:B
20 m




Regaeding steategy 0F o rovolutionsry movenmont
Panoronjon [lohonty has poostulated o proposition thot Vidcow
logy tend <o puch sWotegy in the rognatic dircction thile
cnvironnont pulls the strategy In the dircetion of nracpe=
tisn comwi opmr%uﬁksm".a mis nrososicion s relovanco
for on inoight into ¢he Nooe movement. For a comprohensive
asser coont of the otrotegy ve choll sco the politicol one
viromrnt dn ond oround Indic, sn the llopss rosponse %0

the situotions,

In ¢the internotionol scone the ond of Uorld tar 1X
brousht about the emorgenre of (o Sunr Powers « the nited
States of focrico ond the fovies Unien. Theso e  owors
n065e5050d eopebliitios comlotely ciffrront fron any other
counteics bot: in cuolily orel . vontity. TYechnnloolcolly
strotrales of viorfeore cntoped an eatdrcly nww rhaso vith
developtiont of nucleoy vegpons, Thus the stcbilisy of ine
ternaticnol relotionthio coor o Conend on on ontively novel
cechonisn - the cold wuor « thich desrnled on o tochmlogicol
ccuilibriwm botwoon thr neeleor cosahilities of the o
supey povers. Added eith this voo the idcole des hootili-

Ly botrwon librrsl caniiolifsn. countrics of the liost ond <he

21
Partha Chatterice, Lrrp. Alldopee gy Stpogonv, The Mocntllon
Comneny of Inlo, Cole: uia, AO7C
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Sociolist counteios of tho Bost. This nitehod comps
eventually o cduced oo rivaol bloes of inflexible gllfonco
rysten, with uncommitted third group of nowly indopendont
nations epen to vorving degrces onl Liinds of precoure fron
both bloce®, 2

Indic on hor indopondonce foll in the cotegory of
the uncarmitted group snd opecrheaded the nmonoligned foroign
mliév; In o> of his 0ot cuoted stotrment Pondid t&ehmag
o8 Pripo Minlster of In'ic emnloinsd Indio's forelcon pelicy
a5 an attenpt Lo eombine iceonlicn with nationsl interose,
Thorotore, thaugh 1%celf o noncormimnist comcry Indio in-
clined toverds the Sovict bloc, /According to Dortor ®Imlio's
pro=Sovice policy and it deliberote refussl in the ninetoon
fiftics 0 join the onti-Sovict comp ... Can be cald o beo
the recult of her geegrephicol aroximity to 4o Ceormunist
nodghbours « ¢the WKEH on the Uorth~lost ond Chino on the
tﬁarﬁhuﬁes%‘f.as This eon be enodly undcrstood o8 the 4w
- fronticrs proved dongrr €9 Anteogrity of the tcrritory on
tihieh Indlo declored her indomondonec,

In this given {nternostionol situn ﬁon the coso of the
Nagss bocome problenotie. The {{ogas wore convorted indo
Christianity Uwough the Anoricon pisscionarice ond pdfed with

- s —

Mational Publishors llnuse, lkew Dolni, 1977, p.3

23 Iid, p. 34
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the fosr of cormuniso the Naga Christlon dovoloped o deop
attechnent for the Amcricens, This cbviously disturbed
Indliot's forcicn policy. 4An independont Nogolend vould bo
vulnorable 20 powrro speciolly of the west ant India had
scen the euéza;sle of Tolwan yis-o=vis China's covereicnty,

Focod with those problems Heohru had to rocont his
seand on inviting the tlegos 0 Join India, An invitstion
presusnoses on opilon %0 refucc or cotept snd Indig could
not offord the Magos ¢o opt out of the Indion tnion,
Thepefore, Hehru gdopted o f4rm pttitrie onoinst the Ncgé
inspiracion and glierpted o cow=corm (he mmnt? all
costs, He siated 4n 1051, Y<the indenondonce Hagos are
aftor {5 scomthing cudle different fronm individunl and
group freedon. In the sroront context of offoirs both 4n
Indis and the vorl’, 1t 6 impoosible to condider, cven for
o oaont, such gn absurd denon? for infepondonco of tho
maqcs".za The Mago nvoblcem was thus con~i ‘ercd on intcrnol
problen, thich the o pors=powers refroincd frop touching
in their cffort %o win India in the now pllionco systcn,

Guezillo ¥":az‘£am?5 predotes 20 3630 B. . Concept on

24 Yonuo Aseoso, (1973), Op Cit, p. 03

24 i‘m‘ o history en qurrillis movenent, coo Doljit 64 &
Lod, (1965), © o ’ 3 Sngh
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osuch warfore was furthrr systenoticed by HMoo~Tse-Tung in
1ato 1927, Deducding freo ﬁhf: diverce cxpcricntcs of Cucs
zillo worfove in China, Yugoslevio, Albonie, Indo-Ching,
Faillipincs, Leloya, Cubo, Algeris, ote,, Doljit fingh and
‘e hod dofincd o mosorn cuord o varforo s %a var of
totolity, bosod upon noss oovenent oni olms ot o now polie
ticol order®,20

The Hagas! violent upsuzge ot first orgonisod the
smed ving in tho formm of o stontling aroy bt becouse of
the superior force of Indien orny both in cuslity ond cuan-
ity 1t wos spontencously changed inlo o guoitl&a Coverent.
In the tleoo conteut the s roteogy of such ¢ situntion de ond
on woy=laying oilitory convoys and osnotiing orte ond ooYVUe
nitions ond other miutary cosentiols, This straotegy hopt
core thon 1,000,000 Indion niiitary pogsonneld ecmépied in
the oves bt understoniobly the combot brought the oitup=

tion moviore noor %o o solution,

In tho lotor yoers <throuch their contaet with China
the thages orthord of guerills warfore beeame nore sophistie
~ cated on! thoreby the nover onding wor situation prevoiled
in Maoo inhichited creas. Vlolle Anand colled the situntion
on “unusuol cheractor® of the lloga insurgency ond solds
“Though during the %o decodes thot followed, the potontiol

26 Iidey pe 790
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of guezitlb bond wont on reiragrossing yot 4¢ nover seon
to reach thot obycmoll level os could comnletely free the

govermmont of Indio of the nightmore thot otill hounts 1%,‘-’27

Tho Nogos onjoyrd the noivileae of $:5 undoveloped
fronticrs with Cuzma, [wvea ol vorst timrs the Nogo querille
on the Indion side cou'd talic rofuge in the Durmese areo.
[fcons 4n Burnp formed Easgf t?aca Levolutionary Council (CIIG)
ored cosrdinntod t4th (Fu. The KIRC conircl the vestern
benk of the Chinduwin river vihlch the veah Govermont of
Rengnon could no? countor gndd thus the oreoo scrve g8 o 90N
ey fer the guéxailcs of both sides tw <oho shelioy ond
to troin the ncw veeruds frem the other Mogs oroos. v

Tho iomrdioto rozetion of ¢the Covermont of Indio <o
Wie viglont uwpsurge of the MNooes wao for o nililcry solution
onxl, theroforc, the Army tios collerd umon 20 hondlo tho situc-
Lione Laws such oo Assan Dol lencnee of DPublie Ordor of 19t3
ond fomed Forees (Kssan one Uondnur) Spreiol Potoy Act wore
pacscd in tho Pariaent cooinct heowy opnosition {ren maony

nr-ores 67 Doth Cwe [lsuses of Porlicoent,

o oy

a7 fMnondy, Valle, (AQE??). Up Cil%ey Ne 220
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146

laws an’ have in the course of fis operation W mw i
suffering on men, women and children, Kalbag laments the trae

cedy thus, “novhere has the enpuiem of insurgency been
longer and creater than in HoBalend and nowhere else in the
Nerthekast has human suffering been mere painful and protrace
ted, Hagaland was the laborastery in vhich the Indion Army,
new %o counter=gmsurgency committed its biggest errors®,??

Along with the off and on negotistions the tragedy continues,

In 1979, thirteen various organizations in India sulmitted

a memoranchm to the President of India, They stoted: For
years now these speas (Maga areas) have been virtually under
aroy rule ,... under the guise of maintaining law and order,
dorst forms of erim & are conmitted including genocide and |
rape. Under the pretext of mainienance of peace and hagmony,
the worst possikle ﬁewwaﬁ&n of human life take nlace, As
late ss 1987, the Naga People's Movement for Human Rights
(1101) % nas brought o~ iight coses of army attrocities =
sexual sesault, mass torture, violation of educotional inse

titutions, desecration of churches, asbduction of people, ete,

o8 For s itm eanttud on mnp see e
mﬂk mz  Agia,. % f "N
S4ratl, - .. : oo (3] ¢ + 088 : :
20 Kalb mm w n Jodda Joday
zaemf? octones 8L, 1982, vehavil o gt

36 The Supreme Court of mmmamsmum,",

#mmmmtwm&sw?hea@m
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The bitter expertence under the militsry policy
further slienated the people and widen the gep of under<,
staniing, It strengthen the support of WFO from “ i ~
peonle on the one hand and @od 1Ore ummm in Ql. ol
minds of the Hagas towards Endlons on the other, These

gove lasting consegquences in the inabiiity to brimg

friendly atmosphere amongst the two groups,

By the time Neges began %o take up arms Nehzu had
become a statesman for the developing nations and India
a champion of suppressed nati-nalities in the world,
Therefore, inftlally Mehpu ®fearful that his liberal image
be tarnished here and abrosd, drew the prowverbis! iren
curtain around the mb;mt".n This kept the Indion
peonle away from knowinn the heopeninos in Nega Hi’ls and
thus on unknown war continued, Jndia Joday loments that
"truth had been a casualty in this wor too®. To moin=
tain the Yeurtain® and fsclate the Noga issue, foreigners
in Naoca arcas - noestly missionarics « were sent eway in
169808 anel stamviing rules made for restricting sny visit
by them. Kuldip Mayar®® reported that in 1979, Kohime
wonted Mew Delhi to relax recstrictions of forelaners visite
ing Nagalend for relicious fumctions or educationsl seminsrs
but the Central Covermment refused to make any exception, f

‘r

3L ani Amritha, "Mizoram: Tragedy of Our Own

g 8
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Merle King econtends that “when guerills warfaye is
woged with success military tacties are coordinated with
nolitical, socisl, economic ant psyebalw_icd ‘mmm‘-,"
The Govermment of Indin could not initially understand this
asoeet of the sfitustion but © : later the Indien Intellie
genee Bupeau (I3) felt the! futility of miiitary sction
alons to counter the movement oven in the nineteen fifties,
Therefore, on the IB's recommendation other methods came
to be used,

One of the methods adopted was grouping the village-
n taetic aiopted by British in Malaya, In this method vile
lages were trought togrther to a central place and gusrded
by strong security arrancerent, Viilagers were permitted to
go out during day time and cultivate their flelds under esw
cort But before night fall they were brought back to the
camp and no~ pormit was civen before day break,

In this commection Udayon ms!ws"” presents an ime
portant point of analysis, According % him the main nro
of the Naga movement wos the tribal council, This cave
the NFG a firm foundotion and thot the only effective way
of reducing their authority would be to pecduce their in=-
fluence and thet, for this, a2 breskup of the economic pattern

34 Baljit Sinch and Meo, 1968, @n Git, p. 289
33 Misra, Udayon, 1978, Op Cit, pe 621
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of the Haga peonle, speeclally of landerelstionships would
be necessary, The Goverrment of India realised this and,
therefore, the method of regrouping villages was adopted,
Hisra conterwis that the disruption of the entire econamice
pattern of the Nags prople in thies methed is bound %o hsve
far-rraching consecuvences which will in the long run shake
the basis of the Naga socicty - the 'village republics®,

Another step was the roisin: of Naga miiftia. Manie
pulating trital, clon arnd family rivalries, from the local
nopulatio: an armed force was reeruited to fight the under=
groum's, This step was effective a8 the pereonnel of the
“iiitla were acouainted with the terrain and peeple as much
as the NFG men. According to Mullick, ®these two steps,
grouping of villages and raising of the Negs Militia reslly
forced the rebels into the defensive®, o

However, the two steps aiso had reverses snd ultie
mately the situstion was back %o sauare one as the undere
aroumy's contime-d to command thesupnort of the peonle,
Mullick,concluded from the desperate situstion that ®guerile
las fight 2 partisan guerilla warfare had never been ulti-
mately defeated in the field, Though temmorsry crushing
reverses mioght hove been inflicted ot vorbus people and
on varisus occasions the ultimate solution of portisan

&illlek’ Bcﬁi. lm‘ m Pe m

yd
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weriila war fare inveriably ifes in a political settlement,
History was nroved that the partisan guerills warfare is ale
nost impossible %o subdue whether it wis waged in Vietnam

or Algeria or Nagaland®,”? The Goverrment of India, there=
fore, readily accepied the terms of the NFC when it came

for negotiation,

Inspite o° attempis from the two contending parties
ary! from many cuarters for a setilement of the conflict, the
Naga problem has thus faor defled any amicable solution,

This inabiiity is msinly because of the noture of the con-
filict vhich s deeply evbeded in the difference of their
primoriial belief,

The Nagas msintain thot Indis and MNagaland form two
senarate notlons and that any megotiastion for a union should
have this twoenaiion arproach as a pre-condition, On the
other haml, *he Govermment of India consider Naga areas o8
an intearal part of India since the transfer of power %o
Indis by the British in 1947, vhotever the merits and dee
merits of thelr arguments, the Goverrment of India after
the establisiment of administretion in Nage sress could
not recant %o the twoenstion approach,

7 Bid
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This primordial conflict fmpeded 3ll attempts to
find o solutfon of the fssue, In the Hydari Acreement
beecame of the preamble that "the richt of the MNagas %o
selfdetemminetion is recognised® the talk could proceed
but the guestion of the Npges richt to secede became conw
iroversisl, In the 16 points Acreement under point 2,
Hagelard! was %o ‘e under External Affairs Ministry of
Indis but the undergre nds were not included in the sgree-
ment anvi therefore, o consensual set:ilement could mot take
place, The prace talks in midenineteen sixties was nrece=
ded by g ceacefire, This PG toeok a8 an acceptance on the
part of the Goverrment of Indlia the 'sowereion®' existence
of Magaland but ultimately it was not se,

From these exporionces %o bregk the Jinx the peace
mission's nronosal in para 13 recognised the richt of the
Nagas to selfwdetermination ond adeitted thot the lisges
never formed a part of Indian mainstream but ot the same
time urged the MFG to emepcise that right in favour of
Inclo,

This effort of the poace mission creasted favourable
atmosphere anci the Covermment of Indlas megnaonimously rese
ponded, However, a finsl settlement vigs dorted becavse of
the following reasonst



(1) Though a cease fire wes agrecd upon and negotistion
was in nrocess the Uovermment of Indls was not in a position
to officially accept the WFG's twn-nation aoproach on the
negotiation table which provoked the FG,

(2)  The event of instituting & prace mission, declaration
of ceasefire and appearsnce of negotiation in the presence
of rencwned personalities, the MNFG became over-cptimistie,
ant, therefore, the Yglve and take® nrinciple could not be
dane in the process of negotistion, The concersion of India
was to the NFG an admittance of foet and was bent on the
demant of sovereignty,

(3)  The optinmism was coupled with the hope of intere
nationalising the Mags problem and, therefore, NFG nroceeded
with the Chinese connection and elso created vident instances
in Assem vhile talke wepe on, This created doubts on the
NFGYs intention in the mindds of the Indian policy makers,

(4) At the cruelal juncture of the negotiation Phizo

was at Lon‘on away from Whﬂ:’i. but, understandably wanted
to keep the situstion under his control, Therefore, a
‘murge! was made in the WL lesdership and subsecuently
Sema brothers Kalto, Kughato, and Scato broke away and the
leadership went to the Angamis and even that was confined

to a clan (Phizo, Mhiesiu and Mowu are close kins), Fhether,
dope eonsciously or not, the Sema brothers took the leader=
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ship formation otherwise and the dynamism of clanism and
tribalise slayed its rels, In this situation the Governe
ment of Indio recanted its policy and declined to go shead
with the negotistion,

The Shillong Accord peached in 1975 did not make
any endorsement %o sccommodate the Hagas primordisl belief
and the twoe-nation avproach, and, therefore, it was not
accepted by many of the people, It further caused the
formation of IE(N and the existence of a faction in N
vho refused % abide by the Accord, Therefore, no head-
way hove bheen made since the date of agreement on the
third elswse which enderse the settlement of "other issues®,

Thus we find the efforts of settlement made from
time to time shorted due to the conflict of primordial
bellefs and internal socisl dynomies,

Ihe _State  System

Nagaland State was created as an alternative to
the NFG's demand, The fallure te put down the 'rebellfion’
had badly embarrassed Nehpu and the developin evenis «
Phizo's apprarance in lowion, NFG's comnection with Pakistan,
the reinvigoration of the HFG's ranks, ete, =~ hod made him
a man in 2 hurry aos reogards to the Nagae nroblem, Therefore,

vhen the NIK delegation presented the 16 points memorandum
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the Govermment of India agPeed upen all the points subse
tantially exceptine some points vhich it did not directly
reject but kept them on record for future considerstion,

On the basis of the 14 points Agreement the Nagaland
state come into beino in 1967, The smencment (Art. 371 A
of the Constitution of India) made certasin provisions for
the protection of the customary lows and relicious beliefs
of the Hagas, It laid down that no Act of Parlisment in
respect of 1 (1) leliolous or seeclal practice of the Nagasj
(1) Nogss customary law and procedures; (1ii) administra=-
tion of civil ond eriminal Justice invelving decision ace
cording to Naga customary laws (iv) ownership and transfer
of land an! fts yresourcej shell apply s the State of Nago~
land uplics the Legislative Assembly of Nagaland, by 3 re~
soluiion so decides, Subeclause (b) of the Clause (1) em=
powered the Governor of Nagalend with respect © low ond
order in the state for so long a8 in his opninion internal
disturbance continue,

Through the State system political structures and
social insiitutions were ereated in the patitern of other
states of Indle., Thereby, patierns of socle! behaviour
got channelliged into the new frameowork of relationship,
Added with the situation of administrative division of
the Nagas, it became ecasier for the Govermment of India %o
penetrate the Haga social fabric both within the State and
in Mags inhahited sreas outside it,
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In 3 situation of already existing political
differences and lack of acceptance of the State's legie
timacy by the majority, the large inflow of money from
the Goverrment of Indiia to support the new structures ond
to boost o certain section as gposed to another greated
immense confusion, '

@& Consensual politics of tribal 1life was transe
formed %0 a factional papty system giving birth %o new
interest pockets and unscrupulous means to get a part of
the cake, Negative aspects like individualism, parochiae
l1ism and tribalism and corruption in public lifec came
sbout, The influx of outside goods and people crested
urban poctcts which helped to sustain these and became
bastions of a corrupted life-style,

In education field the system effectively intyoe
duced a new content which diverted the neoale fom leagn~
ing their own history and ways of life, The state creasted
an eoployrent market catering only to this kind of educse
tion. This eltuation sdded with easy sceess to money
brought sbout & priviledge section in the Haaa soclety
with & high living stondard - a superficial westernizae
tion evident in the colonia! bureaucratic ethos cultiva
ted by the educated section,
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In spite of these draw backs the “tate has brought
sbout great changes, Soclow-conomic modernization is being
sceelerated throuh the introduction of planned development,
With generous ~ranis from the Union GCovermment of India va~
rious aspects of life has made much hepdway « Fducation,
imorovement of methods of Agrieulture, industrializetien,
transport and communication network, medical and publiec
health, etc, The pace of prooress in Hogaland as compared
to other states testify to this fact, The chenges have %
a reat extent diverted the people from the movement t
the process of modernization,

The politicsl situstion in Hagaland as it is teday
fe di‘fievlt to aseess, The creotion and functioning of
the State gives a confusing state of affairs. The introe
duction of election system overlap with the traditional
polity, As an unaveddable process of modernization the
eleciion system was accepted and the turnout of voters in
the four genera! and two pariliamentary elections have been
very good (shove 70 per cent), This response of the clecw
torate proves the State's legitimecy,

At the same time the W's claim of control over
the people through the tribal councils {s of ten demonstrated
in their lighos (conferences), One such was the ¥honoma
MC Hoho in 1978 when tribal representatives from all Naga
tribes came together and resolved to uphold the leadership = |
of Phizo ond Mulva, The [ighg brousht sll factions together =
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ten likes “ughata Sukhal, ex-Atokilonser and Thengti
Chang attended,

The nature of nolitical process in Naogaland indie
cate the people?s verdict thet Statehood fs not teing ac-
cepted as a final settlement of the Haga peeple, All par~
ties within the state system that face the electorate o=
cesgarily inilu‘e the set lement of Naga political probe
lem anx! the inteoration of all Mauo territories as their
nenifeste, And in 1974, the UF which had been identified
a8 nro=undergroun’ came into power with its pronouncement
that the Hage oroblem was a nolitical one rather then a
cuestion of law an’ order and rmust be resolved ot thot
level, This party won acain in 1977 with s grest mojerity
anxt ruled the State, reorcaenised as ENOP in 1980, till the
ond of Nevember 1982, |

As the speciffic relisisus ethos considifntly explol-
ted by the contendine political forees in Punjeb™® the
Nagaland State politics also play around the solution of

the Haga problets - the nationalist ethos, This recognition

by people from the Stote system proves o us the persistence

a8 Gandhi, J.i., P"System, Process and ?apn&az Fthoss

A Study in Contemporary Politics in s in
Pll\t&b Jowrnal of M&ﬁa, voleve, No JM
* pe6d




Strategy of a social movement largely depend on
the intrgrity and consistency of {ts cadre end supporters,
Thic aspreet of 1t strategy become more fmportant in mt.-
racted movemen's as i{deass and stiltudes chance in course
of time either by the force of pragmetisn or by the influen=
ce of the counter-movement,

The initlal success of NN and HG was getting the
sepport of the vast majority of the people but in coupse o
time fts surport begen %o -eakdn;ai ettitude of many of
the people, if not most, twrn eut to be one of ambivalance,

Bomc of the reasons of this decline are as follows:

(1) The persistent noliey of vioelence of NFC made the
common neople suffer for years together, This began create
ing doubts in the minde of the neople on the strateqgy of
the 1¥G,

(2) The outrage at the NFU k{llint of leaders such as
Te Sathrie, Ur Imkomglibe, ote., and the intimidation of
any riscent to the MFG's policy indigneted many supporters
of Nage notionalism,

(3} Moy of the conwerts to the path of violence could
foresce the indefinite confrontetion with the superior



- Indian axmy and, therefore, incline %0 negotiaste with the
Goverment of India even for lesser status than Soverelonty,

(4)  Some of the educsted and established groups feel
that the lsndlocked Nagalond i circumstantially related
with Indiz ond for ceo-elitical reasons would be hopelessly
dependent on India for protection andd for economicdevelope

ment,

() The Nanass were mostly Christisns and many took a
secon! thousht in partieisating in & violent moverent,
This feelin: hecame sivonger vhen [ turn to China for
help, Hany devout Christens preferred connecti n with
sec lor Iwis to cormmsist China, |

{6) The counter-insurgeney poliecy of the Coverrer nt of
India slso latey tool to emphasise on socio~rconomic front,
The policy fncluded in the supnly of easy money in Nogow
larvl, This policy dlisturbed the vholre economic system
end a middle class emerged with enormous influence and
easy supply of money, This class become an imnertont ase
set to the Government of Indls, firstly, by their ghstie
nence in the movement and secomxily, by their influence in
dissucading others to join,

{7) The NN and NPG in thelr proiramme only concentrated
on the military front and had no . mrovision or srocrarve tn'
séoclio~eco nomic integrity, Amd in the protracted strugnle
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neople became attracted to the cconomic srogramme of the
Govermment of India and stayed auay from the movement,

The changes in the attitude of many Navgs and the
new political poliey of the Goverrment of India combinedly
helped an atmosphere of negotiation, But the primordial
beledf impeded sny settlement and the movement continged,
The mersistence of the movement can best be understood
from an insight view of the Naga chorecter as stated in
Chopter II., the socia-ps‘yahelmglcna. dynamics as acainst
the development of events,

In the first place we find the persistent sttitude
of the Haga® on the twownstion theory. HMany view the
Ixiian adninisiration in Nagoland as o defect end, theree=
fore, consider the mm»stmuonlu a domination, Vithin
the forces of the primerdial conflict mony accepted proge
matism as the solution and many acculecise to the situations
thot doveloped, Yet many etlll clinged %o the twio-~n- tion
theory, leop in their heart many stil! belifeve in the
cavse and struggle of the IWFG. Two important PG lcaders,
in 1978 announced in a joint statement athat “recognition
of the historical richt (of the Magas) is the only avaeilatle
ond ultimste sanction for aenuine prace and honour for il
concerned, Untll that is done peace is an 1llusion and we
shall not take comfort in thot &ilusion®,® Sebi a Nage

K A T SR 5 W A 4 R 1 T

®  Iimes of Indlas Novenber 29, 1978
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whom his villagers 'invariably defer! stotes: "our suffer-
ing cave ahout not because of wrong dolng but becguse we
helleve in our cam".w Tobu Yenichusa an -Mﬂn viho
recently join-d the rank of the gueri las wrote: ®"The Nage
neople hove walited rore than any other naotien in the Asion
sub=continent for wisdom and honour in those in whose handl‘ ‘
our fate had een nloeced by an aspelidental twist of hisw._“

Tratts of abstinancy in traditional Nagas charactex
played its role w meke up the dognatic actors in the game,
Hence the often cuoted Nage dictum Ywe shall defend our
honour and dignity?,

Another character of the Haga that add %o the perpe-
tuntion ie the crave for venpence, As stated earifer ven=
gence ecomes an 'heirloom® which coes on for generations,
Nagas have a saying “the child will always walk in the treil
of his parents hW&& The long armed conflict hos coused
the loss of many lives and younger generation vho throughout
their childhood ewperienced the war situstion bear the trauma,
Al with the slightest provocation many joining the cuerilla

movenment,

40 Kalbag Chatnainya, (1982), Qp Cit, » 91
41 ids ve 92

42 Loid
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The State system has no deoubt brought ghout immense
development and changes ‘hus weskened the sirength of the
movemont but {t also has its reverses, The unrestrained
corruption, the dis-epity of developrnt and the large in-
flux of non=dags population throuch the state system =
hure guerats, technocrats, businessmen, %€, all these cotiw
binedly brings boe the cuestion of the identity crisis
to the Naga mine and the need of g new economic system,
These see! to find the solution thraunh the movement,

The erestinn of Hagaland State gave hope of meeting
their political aspirations in the minis of many Nagas,

But some of the most important points of the 16 Points Agree=

ment were not taken up, The new Hagaland was merely the
reconstruction of the former Hege HillseTuensang Area admie
nistraotive unit with nefther the reserved forests nor the
other contiguous Naga arcas becoming part of the new State,
Heither did the State have 1ts own Governor or High Court,
The internal law and order continued to remaln in the hands
of the Governor of Assam, And in 1972, imcosing the linlowe
ful Activitics (Prevention) Act, the Govermment of India by
manipuloiing the ruling party brought Nagalsn' State under
Home Ministry from External Affairs Minletry., These create
misgivings in the min' of many Nacas %o the hopes in the
Stote systien,



One of the new dimensfon asdded to the movement is

the nammongolei strugole against New Delhi, This is
taking a “ig turn ofter the Assam *foreign nationals' agle
tation, Though sttempts have beon made in the past also,
the new trend visualises the unificaotion of all revolue
tionary forces in the Morth Fast India with the alliance
of MECH and the Peonle’s Liberation srmy of Manipr, This
trend threaten to unite the militant groups of Assam,
Magaland, Meghaloya, Tripura and Mizoram, Organizations
such as NAMMWAKT, SULA, (Seven United Liberstion Ammy),
ete,, have emerged, if not effeetively atleast on popers,
Such attempis has drawn the attention of the nationalist
novements in the Southefgst Asla.

An evaluation of the Nage movement thus reveals
the persistence of an ethnocentric nationalist ideclogy
in o soclety that is fast chongings e conflict of proge
matiom an! doometism amongst the members; and generating
a contimous structural sirain in and sround {ts soclety.






t phv the
mle of aW nationalities or underl
ing population, or passive bystonders:
history, or drowers of water an’ hewer el";
wood for their better ergenized neighhours,

®uhile we (Nages) were willing to have an
ecgal relationship wﬂh other societies
and cultures, we cou 'got accept 8 posie
tion of swmw

He find the Naga lovement arising as a spontaneocus
resnonse to the political develonment in ond around them -
an inevita' le historical vhenomenon amopgst Afrow/sian
tribesmen in the poste-colonial situetion, Vhile Nagos
vere trying te settle their prablems the British departed
from Indian subcontinent and the lNaga ecase, therefore, was
hancied over to the naseent goverrment of independent Indla.
And due % the erwirommental factors end fts national intee
rest the Covermment of India decline to accept the right
of the Nagas to selfedetermination, Hence, the impasse,
And eventually, the Nagas organized and fought for vhat
they consider as their birth right,

3 Deutch, Karl, W,, "The Growth of Nations: Some
Regurrent #aium of Political and Socisl Integ-
rotion*, Ini John Heallster (Fd.)y (1973), Op (i3

pe 1
2 bex liote Papexn, WRHE Workshop, Dimapur, 1980
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The emergence of national awareness and the oute
break of violent struggle brought untold miseries and
bitter experiences to the Nagas which hod adverse reverses
in coming to an sgreement with the Covermment of Indias At
the same wn/gfsc gave new visions to the people., Their
world view which was confin-ed to the physicel horizon
aroun’ them suddenly spreades to the schere of the globe,
The experiences in the armed struggle gove them selfecon-
fidence in their potentialities ond this gove them the
impetus %o grasp the techmolecical and mial channes
around them,

The Naga movement alse gave Indlas & new perspective
in their administrative arroncoements, If not for the tHagas
uprising the Tribes and Costes in Inila wouls not have
Constitutional safequords os much as they enjoy todaye
Professer B,.%, Roy Burmon remarked, "But for the chsllenge
posed by Nagaland and Kasheir, secularism might mot havee
been aceepted as the guiding e-ho's of the notional polity
without stiffer resistance®,? These influonces has heliped
India %o miticate minority problems and meintain its intege
rity, At the sare time Nogos had inctalled the ides of
separation and deprivation in the people of the lorth-East
as it have manifested of lote in various forms,

Nehry Memoriel Library, N
1980




Through the stresses and sirains of their struggle
the Nagas have drawn the attention of the Govermment of
Indils and the vorld at large, This culminated in the
ercation of a Hagaland State a8 2 concession to their de-
mand, Through this state machinery and the grants that
entail 1t Nages have mode 8 grest headway to moderniza=
tien,

In the midst of this progress Nages also find
themeelves faocing the problem of adapting to the new sie
tuation, The wove of nationalism gave 2 momentory effort
o minimize the forces of westernizotion and Mindwi- -
zotion but because the movement largely took up the mili-
tary role it was unable te consolidate on all fronts,

The catapulJted progress did not give the society a pro=
cecsual and concommitant growth, Thus the Magas today
find themselves with a floating culture supported by the
generous ronts of the central covermment and are cought
in between the forees of westornization and indigenization,

Ifsoite of all these developments the Nagss sre still
confronted with the ilssues that they tacled over fourty
years ago - Territorial integration, political status,
technical “nowledge, and cultural image, These pro:lens
are still deeply inorained in their vision and has been
explicitly expressed by all groups and parties regerdless
of their ideology, programme and sphere of activity, Fven
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staunchest advocates of joining the Indisn national maine
stream such as the Conoress I in verious Naga inhabited
areas orenounce thelr programme of a peaceful settlement
of the Naga prol lem ani integrotion of NHage inhahited
arcas into one ghinistrative camopy in no uncertain temms,
The fssues, therefore, are still alive in their political

perception,

The state of Nagaland comprise rof only 16 tribes
of the more then 3% tribes and subtribes of the Nagas, )
This make MNages placed within the jurisdiction of other
States and Union Territory indignated, More so for those
who have been ceded to Burma, Such feeling of alienstion
often manifest in the form of demonds for Union territo-
ries, sepsrate state, or br.oking awey of a tribe to form
smaller tribes, Accusations are lmued'hy one m'u
another of having sold out the struagle or have profitted
on it and often signs of fissiperous tendenties surface,

Deseribing this paradexical situstion Professor Hoy
Burman contercieds % If there had been no major outbresk of

violence in Nagaland for some time 1% wes not becsuse every=

body has eschewed vioclence but because the Magas failed to
sort out the cuestion of their internzl relations® .‘ The
sil-nce for the past few years does mot sufficiently prove

4 Burman, B.K. Boy, Op Cit
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an acuuiescence to the situation or the ghatus cup. Through
the years vhile many Naga gueriilas cet killed, captured or
swrrenderesi many ventupe forth to the jungle tripls for

their commitment and determination %o strugole for their rese
prctive ideclogy on the Maga notion,

Thus we find the Nage movement - g metamorphosis of a
genopho! ic awareness of trikal life into the modern ideclo-
gy of noticnalisr and @ strugole to sustoln 4t » in a struce
tural maladjustment, MNacas are lotr comers to nationalism
and! their consciouvsrwss emepged in: an unfavourable time and
an inhosnitable onviroment, History is yet % see whether
their aspiration could be aammﬁwé} in the political
structire of India or has to go ite own way. Only praoba=
tism an M%tw would yield hman understanding, Yhotw
ever the outcome one faoct remain clear, that, the Nogas
in their self-zsseriion against heavy odds, have retained
their nationality,
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