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:fbia ease:; deals IIIith the iwpnct of tta.s3 media 

ib shaping social end political attitudes a1d opinion 

in I11dia. -'!he maJ:l medin of me.as corumu.nicr~tio"l lUte 

the press, :radio, cinamn, and televisiO!l have been 

taken i~to co1s1deration a.."ld en atte:c.pt he.s bean made 

to revie\'J the pablisbed literature to asses a thsi:.: 

impact i'l I:~d.:le.. The preseat study is prep~.;.'etor~ to 

a l~rger end detn1lod study of the role of talevisiO'l 

i"l India. 
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/Man • s cbrractarizetio~ as B social animal pre .. 

supposes com~~icntion wi~h fellow hwma~s. lhus, 

commu~icntio~ hea bo3n a feeture of every h~D~ commu~ity 

throughout history. However, a cnraful pe~us~l of the 

history or buma'l eootnulicntion shows thnt man has never 

been srtisfied with the nnturnl liiLit~tiO:l p.l.aced oa his 

ability to coc~u~icnte mosaagos. Pcactically throu~hout 
r 

his lo:tg history, he bas tried to evolve n:eche"lisms 

whereby he could n~iress messages to tnr-flun~ a~d wider 

audie~ces. But his capacity to do this wns co,str~i~ed 

by tech~oloJicnl ~~d scientific vro&ress. Lncki1~ the 

scientific k~owled~e e~d the technical skill to communi

cate with tar-flu:1~ Md ~ider audiences, his in1ovat1ve 

limi teti::ns nnturnlly t·orced him to ramei1. satisfied 

with eommu"tication with his immediate social neiGhbours 

through the spoke'l oord. 1 For the illiterate vil.l.ager 

i~ an a~rteultural society or the past•, writes Toffler, 

'most of the ineami~g messages were wh~t might be called 

casuAl or "do-it-yourself" commu~icat1ons. ~he peaJant 

might engage 1~ ord13ary household co~versat1on, ba~ter, 

cracker barrel or taver~ talk, brippi1g, eompla1:t11.g, 

boasti·'l6~ baby talk:, (a.'ld, 1~ the same sense aniDlal talk), 

etc.• (l970al55). 

J!he scientific developme-nts folloifin;; the industrial 

revolutio~ provided F rewarKabJ.e breakthrough for man to 



W6S 'lO lOt;Jer entirely depettdent upon hi:..; voce~ chords 

for commll"'liCE'tion.. ·1or was he necessarily required to 

restrict his comm~~ication network to his i~odiste 

neighbourhood. .11th the help or technology and. technical 

devices, be c~uld now address himself to fer-tlu~g 

audiences S.."ld tr.:•nsmit messages ·to people dispersed fer 

beyo:td his iCWlediflte physical wot•ld. Usually rctorred 

to ns the mass media, those tech'lice.l. n.nd meche.!lict?l. 

devices employod by men tor p~rposes of co~unic~tion 

h~ve r:>pidly mul tiL1li~~ Be ;Jin 11 '1.;; with· the prin ti"lu 

press as the metms tor tronsmission of ~~ri tten mes::>a";es 

to people cnpGble oi' readi'llJ i 1 widely dispet'sed plRces, 

m~~ hAs within n short spA'l of time ~orcously elPboreted 

the forms of the mass rnedie.. l't addition to the increased 

use of ~he printing press with the expansion 1~ literacy 

rates all over the world, no matter balti~bly, man has 

today evolved both auditory end visual 1nedia forms 

whose receptio"l does :1ot depend upo:t o~e• s abi.l.it.)• to 

read the ~ritten word. thus, the co,'ltemporary world 

1s cbarect~rized by the presence ot a wide vnriety of 

c~&.tliCP-tioa medin mn~ing from the pri:lti!'lg press to 

radio, f'11JI ~.nd television. 

~be fnOrmous elaboration o.r the mass media 

since the industrial revolution has not merely resulted 



J.n an enlargement of the ephere and extent of cot:.muni

cation. It has aloo meant a shift in the str,ctu.re of 

COf!tr.nmtca.tion. Com~'..lnication through the ~ass media 1s 

no 1ongor loose, unstructured, earrulous and unedited. 

It has :•urposivenese and systematization.; '~he ind~trial 

revolution', writes rofficr, 'oringing with it the 

enormous elaboration of the mass menia, •••• altere 

radically the nature of the messages received uncoded 

messages from the environment, and coded b~t casual 

messagc~s from the people around him, the 1ndiv1-.ual 

. now becins to receive a trowing nu•·nber of coded but 

pre-engineered messat;ea · ao well' ( 1910:155). '.L.'hese 

ent,ineered mess~t .. es' , ~'o • 1'1 er goee on to OJ.:. c, • di!fer 

from the caau.al or"do-it_yourselt" product in one crucial 

respect; tnstead of being loose or careltttesly fraaed, 

the engineered product tende to be tit{hter, ;ouore condensed, 

less redundant. rt is t.igh· y purposive, pre-proceaeed 

to eli 71ns te unnecenear. repetition, c onsoiouoly designed 

to ~nximiee in~ormational content. It 1e, as comm~i

cation tn.eoriets eay, "information ric?l" (1911:155). 

\:hta ahif't in the content of Cet.:lQ'lt.tnication through 

the mass media hae made the mass media a powerful communi

cation media. f'raotioally everyvhere - in bueineee, in 

education and goverr .. 1ue::1t - the mase media is being e~ployed 

as a means of transforming peoples• attitudes and 

values and enriching their informational base. ) 



modi:-- 1·1 prrticul'!"r hr-ve bi._.h.t.i._;htod the re::rrkrble role 

or mn~s mediC" it the process of developUJe:tt (sec, 1'or 

i 'lstan.ce, 3cbrrJNu, 1964; ,;:Lt"O, 1966; end My1:dnl, 1966). 

It hes been su .. .;ested tbr t the exposure of tho i·'ldividunl 

to mass uL~dic e:1J.r-r _;es his 111·ormntio'1 bnsa t':'S ~Jal.t. as 

e~coure~es ~~ orientatiOl towards ~eca~tonce or acco~oda. 

tio'l or chn."l:.;;e. / LJmer• s remt;~.rkflblo study (Lerlor, 1958) 

ot the role of com.mLL"licatton 11 the !J..:ocessas of J..IOJ.it1cal 

developtnfY.lt G!ld mode.rntzatio·, was e vioneeri~g ef 1'ort 11 

this ·directio!l, but Lerner•~ reser.~rch i'i'lji'lgs b.o:~ve si"lce 

bee'l co1.f'imed by a n~ber oi' reserrchers~ In India, 

Atal ( r.tt'lJ 1968) was ~1Il011.3 the 1'1rst to run.d:a v~ extended 

use of Lerner's J~piricnl mode1 but other rese~rchers 

who h~Ve ~orked O"l MY Of tbe ditlO:'lSiO.lS Of cha'lge bnve 

found thrt exposure to mas~ medio has a critical role 

1'1 sh~pi'lg attitl.ldes n~d. behaviour patterns. 

r~ver since i"ldependence, Indian society bes been 

e~gPged i'l a massive and lerge-acale efrort for the 

re-orJa'l.1zat1o'1. or society. Ot cour':')e, a maJor part 

ot this effort is directed toward producin~ structural 

social changes which would precipitate a movewent towards 

An egaiitar1An, socialist and secular order. Even so, a 

change itl the attitudes Md orientatiO:'\S o1' the yeople, 

through c;;reAter eclucntion end exposure to mess cedie 

-
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roma1ns an e~uelly esse~t1Pl pFrt ot this ettort. 

In a traditional society like lndiv, the attitudes 

tend to be hostile to cban~e and leek economic motivnt1~. 

People know little beyond their Villages, little of 

science, little o~ modern agriculture, little of their 

country's effort at ee~om1c development, end little 

of the respo'lsibilities of nationhood. For e.xempla, in 
J 

some regions in this co~~try people are hostile to 

killi~g or animals, sometimes even of insects and 

parasites thrt are df'ngerous to health and steo..nd 1"1 the 

way of improved far41ly and batter living conditions. 

Furtbarmore, tradi tiO!lal social pattoarns and structures 

are "lOt capital crer•ting1t PCD ple bare prefer to bring 

up a large family tor "old age insurance• and to use 

m~ey when they have any tor a dau~hter•s wedding or 

e. feast or some other reward more irumediate than bank 

acco~"lt or ins~ranca policies. fhe widespread custom 

ot ~o1ng deeply into debt for wedding dowries, festivals 

and !U"leraJ.s Md caste system vhich ~re£1tly restricts 

the kind of \tfork a ma'l cPn do and the extent to which he 

can associPte an.d cooperrte with otber men, are not 

consistent with the rAtio~al determination to progress. 

It is with a view to harnessing the mass media 

to the task or reconstruction or Indif\'l society os well 

as to the promotion of attitudes a~d oreintations 

favourable to ecooomic develop~Lent that the government 



has been led to wtdertoke expa~siO;l o1~ the mass media 

'latwork. J!he Jover.:toent hf's over the yerrs expanded 

the capaei ty of exist1~g mass medio as well e.s i11troduced 

new media forms. The radio ··ustwork bos beoo expanded end 

televisio~, which had made a modest beJ1n~1n~ from Delhi 

i'l 1959· and had remai&ed confined to the cApital tor 

~early fifteen years, is now being extended to other 

eet1tras. fbe television t"'elay tao111 ties now exist 1'1 

all lliaJor cities and are soon to be extended to cover the 

cou~tryside as well. The opportunity provided by the 

stotio~intJ of' the us cowmunication Jcte.i.lito over India 

had ot·:rorad an opportu.'li ty of exposure to television 

to the rural population 14 distant parts ot the country 

briefly, nnd the uovcrnment's present efforts are 

directed to bring tho:;;e arees within the orbit of a regular 

COI!lmunications network. 

~he mass media is essent1~l!Y a system of 

d1ssem1'lat1o'l of 1'1fomttti<n end 1 ts eff1cecy 1"1 trans

fo~ing nttitudes and orientations of the ~ublic lies 

essentially i" 1 ts 9b1li ty to disseminate information 

quickly and to a lnrge !lumber ot.people simultaneously. 

lwwever, precisely because ot the possibility of its 

beinb able to reach a VASt number or peo~le simult~eously, 
the mass media 1s an effective means or propaganda. 

Govern~ents and states thro~hout history have relied 
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upon means of exton.ded communication to prope.bnte their 

ideol081 and Views. Its ex~~sive QSe during periods of 

war and peace are too well known to need recou.11tint;; 

here. Governments all over may have also been porsueded 

to make heavy investments tor the development of mass 

media by its utility tor propaga~da purposes. There can 

be little doubt, tbore!ore, thAt the mass media 1s today 

a subJect or co~siderable significance and its numerous 

dimensions require det~iled discussion. 

The efforts of the Government to promote the 

mass media as well as to use it effectively both as a 

means of propago'lda as well as tor reorient1nc public 

attitudes have aroused considerable i~terest i~ its 

study rmd ane.lysis. A bod:! of research has been 

emergi~g o~ various dimensions of the mass media in 

India. 3eve~l individuals and organizations have under-
/ 

tak~ research to evaluate the effectiveness ot mass 

media as 9.'1 i'1strument of social change as well as into 

the ~namica of its i~fLuence. Several surveys have also 

been conducted to exemi'le the extent o£ exposure to 

mass media in India. -~he !ndian Institute ot Mass 

Communication, an organization estebl1shed by tbe 

Mi'listry ot Information and Broadcasting, Government o! 

It1d1a, was crer,ted in response to the need tor det~1led 

analytica.l studies on mass media in India. It has a 

research win& which has over the years carrted o~t 
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numerous surveys on tbe role a:1d ert·eotiveness .or mass 

medir 1-t poli t1cel process ( Yadavo., 1971), n.;ricul. tural 

developwent (iUVlin, .toy, J.ilie.;el, Jen, 196~) end 

family pla~'ling (IIMC, 1967). Some studies bevo also 

bee'l mnde by the Insti tu~e to compare and eontrrst 

tradi tio~al and modern media forms and to ~nuge their 

relative effectiveness (Parmnr, 1976). ibese studies 

are a useful repo$.1 tory of i'lfOrllk~tion o~ the role r-::nd 

effectiveness of mass media 1!1 India. 

Untortu~ntely, the attitude or official a~encies 

toward sharing or i~!orcetion collected by them with 

social scie'ltista remains ambi~uous. A gre~t ueal or 
the research do"le by the I., dian I:usti tute of Mass Commu

"licat1o~, the Liste~er's rlesearcb Unit of the All India 

Radio and the V.i1istrr ot IntormPtion and Broadcasting 

has been declared 'classified' and is not available to 

anyo~e who wishes to utilise their !i·ldil"l&•·' 'l!bls 

nPturally presents a serious handicap for a thoroU6h 

survey ot available research on mass media. Even so, 

the published dPta do provide some tentative generali

zations and these have been utilized in this study. 

~he present essay, preltwi~ar.y to a proJected 

researcn on the role of television 1~ the sbapi~J ot 

social and politiCAl attitudes 1'1 I-tdia which would be 

based on empi rice.l i~vestigatio"ls, is the outcCill'le of an. 
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exercise attempted 11 praperatiO'l for thr>t research. 

~he exercise hr· s ctnsisted i 1 su.rveyi 1~ the 11 terature 

relnti:tJ to maJa media 1:1 India with n view to riruii'lJ 

out the ~alie~t i~Si0hts SUJgested by earlier rese~rchers 

in the field o::td id811 tifyinJ some tentative eo·1Cll1SiO"lS 

sug,Jestad by theo. :fhis survey of the literature is 

CO"lccrned primarily with two aspects. Firdt, it seeks 

to a~alyse the exte3~ of exposure ~o the diftere~t types 

of mass media. i.l l'ldia on the basis ot available resear

ches. As already 1'1J.icated, the comp~~t~ ran.;e ot data 

compiled 0:1 this aspect are not available as soma of 

them have bee~ declared 'classified'• Still, a series 

of surveys conducted by resoaroh, orga~izations and 

newspapecs are available tor an assessmeQt of exposure to 

mass media in I·1dia e..'ld the 1'ollow1ac; discuas10"l sbal.l 

try to summarize &'ld co'tsolidate the fi!'ldi ·168 suggested 

by them. 

Second, this essay seeks to deal with the role 

ot the mass media i'l sbapi'lg and raouldi'lt; public 

attitudes. Originally, the plan vas to focus apeciti

cally O'l social and political attitudes and try to 

exami'le the exte.'lt to which these were susceptible ot 

being i~fluenced by the mass media. U'lfortunately, 

however, the studies on the effeot of the different 

radio progrnmmes o~ liatawers by the Liotenors .!e;earcb 
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Unit a'ld the studies of the India?l Haas CorumunientiO!l 

I1st1tute era mo3t~y clas3ified 2nd could not become ,, 

aveilobla. .i?h-1refoce, this o~oay shelL bo lioited to 

a~ ex~mi1a~io~ of tbe i~flu~co of uass media o~ three 

aspects O!l which data were available. ~hese ere electoral 

attitudes and behaviour, attitudes to romily pla~~ing 

a.."ld e.,;ricultural practices. £here are :1uruerous published 

studies on these subJects and this es.:my shall be limited 

to them. 

l!he basic structure of this essay bas bee1 

shaped ess~tially by the two aims to which it has been 

seared. Follor~in..; this I 1troduct1o~1 settin6 out the 

problew of the survey, tbe first chapter sbali present 

a brief historical background of the development ot 

mass media in I~die and shall outline the type or different 

mass media in use today. rhe second chapter will then 

discuss the patterns or exposure to different mass 

media. .rha thil'd chapter will deal with the i~tluence 

of mass media and discuss the ex teo. t of people~ s 

susceptibility to mass media. Fi~aliy, the co~clusion 

shall summarize the mai~ f1~di~gs of the survey and 

shall try to formulate questio~s for detailed stud¥ 

later on. 
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lbe form end e:xte!lt o! con.mw.'l1cat1on varies from 

society to society accord11g to the i'eatllres or its 

socin.L orga'.lisetion, its value orio:atetions end the 

level ot· 1 ts tech~olo..;ioel end scie:ltific development. 

therefore, it wo~d be useful to beJin with a brief 

considerl>ti<Vl o£ tha history and natu ... ·e of coLmH1:J.icat1on 

ia 1'3dic. 11 order to assess its extent and impact • 

.fhere c.re few available a.ccou:1ts ot the pattern 

ot commu:"J.icat10!l 11 ancient India 1 so that it is not 

poosi'ble to form a precise idea of the forms and nature 

of commtu1catio'!l existing 1:1 ancient In:U.a. ;ome 

· acco~~ts or ancio~t India prese1t a picture of colsi

derable scie~titic progresn and tach~olo&iccl advanc~ 
'l!hus, m::n.v wri tJrs o~ a11ci -~t I1.dia have tried to suggest 

that the system of satellites was know3 and existed in 

ancient I:tdia. However, these descriptions rely 

generally on. a misreading of certain 11 terary sources. 

So tar as o:te ca:t Ju~a from the pastoral and e&ricultural 

~ature or the economy at tbrt t~e, elaborate tec~~olo-

61Cal media could ~ot have existed. or cour~e tlus is 

-tot to say that coomunicPtion was strictl>' re.ce to face 

and there was 10 sys~em of disa~i~ntion of ideas. 

Quite to the contrary, cor...mtt'lication and dispersion ot 

ideas to wider circles was practiced quite extensively, 

except that the oea!ls employed for this purpose wore ~ot 



techJ'lOlo:,;Y-ba.aed. Parmar has 1!1 e. recent s".iudy 

(Parmar, 1976) suo~osted a d1sti1Ctio~ which ~Jrvcs to 

brittg out tho dli'.f'erenca batwee•l tecluoloJy-i.lo.sed and 

other media for,ms. lle eo~tr~sts the technolociy-based 

mass media. which dissiminnte messages to hetro..;en.eous 

2uiien~es to e1.other verioty of media which he calls 

folk-media. It ce~ be said thnt there wes ~o mass 

media in a1.ci~t Iniia and thnt only the folk media 

of coomunication existed and were~ilized for dissimi-

nntio3 of i!lfor-mtio;t and ideas. ~he teeh~ology.based 

mads media appeared on the India~ scene o~ly after the 

estr1blishment of Btti tisb rule a.'ld wns the co~tributio~ 

of tho developed tech~olOdY the British brou~ht with 

them. 

Parmar defines folk media as •a phenomenon 

rapresenti~J a~ act of communication by employinJ 

vocal, verbe.l, musicAl and v1sua.i.. i'olk art toms (lQ76:'1). 

'fbis t'orm of media operRtes essentially on a local 

commu~ity basis. Pa~ar bas shown that this communicRtion 

media is of long standi~g 1~ In~iia. It aeems eerta1~, 

t~eref'ore, tbP.t the folk wed1a was the O!ll.Y .t'orm ot 

comm~~1cation media in a~cient India. Jne can argue 

that it •et the aeeds or the commU:.'lity adequately. !his 

type of media was exceptio·1ally sui ted to the require

ments or the society and operated ~ithia the t~awork 



of the social co>tditions which were existin.; nt thPt 

time. 2his was true both for political comlliU."liootio"l, 

ns well as commun1entio~ for racre2t1o~nl and i'lstruc-

tio~al purposes. 

Political debate nt the time was itself lPrgely 

co~finad to court circles and there was no electio~ 

campaigns, no co'l te'ld1 1c,; ca11<11clntes requirinJ arguing 

out of issues bel'ore the public. Porhaps, the OllY 

occasion .rhe'l the ruling elite needed to cou.mu1icrte to 

the masses were when they wanted to broadcast official 

decrees, end the drummer-cn~ounears fulfilled these 

functions adequat~ly. 1or wore reli~ious i~stit~tions 

and educl"tional systew much prO!le to use commulict't.i.O'l 

media. Temple t-Iorship did rtot he.ve a"ly weekly samons 

which could be utilised for communication of messages 

end the educntio~el system did ~ot feature the pheno

mena~ so familiar to us todAy 1~ the form of lectures. 

!vide!ltly, therefo~e, commu."lication in anciont India 

was limited to co~versat1on.l 

l. In present day rural Iniia also, conversation is the 
Principal me&Bs by which ideas and infor.mation are 
excban&ed. Whatever of interest coaes to the attention 
ot villagers is sure to be qL1ickl1 end widely discussed. 
In each vill~e, there were special loceti~s, such PS 
the blacksmiths shop a low wall alonci the public square 
or benches 1~ a pF:rk that ·were recotrnized as "Coversa
tio:la.l sitting places. fhese •ere likely to be occupied 
from mor!linJ to ~1ght. But social d1scussio1a were ~ot 
co~fined to e~y special places. hlywhere and P.t a"lyt1me 
thnt two or more people get together, ~h~ce 13 some topic 
or common i3tere3t to th~m. ~d so it was i~ ancient 
In.d1a also. 



i'hcre had existed 11 anc1e:1t ..t~-l1n a'l ei'fact1ve 

systew or writinJ ~~d o~e ~o~ld have expected thrt in 

the absence o! i:'lStit~tio:lo.lized plE'ti'orms t:or public 

debate a.11d commu..'lice.tion or 1dens, the .;ri tten •.:ord 

would lle.ve served a.s a. uood substitute. But the use or 

this medium was greatly l1Ir.i ted. .i!i1us, oae expert O!l 

the history of mass media notes, • It is a stranbe pheno

meuon tbnt 1~ I~dia from the oldest time up to the present 

da.y, the spol:t~ word end not wri t~!lg hcs bee:t the basis 

or literary a~d scientific activity. Oral commu..~1c2tion 

h~s served even more deti~itely the social, political 

and commercial needs or the people' ( Oliver, 1971122). 

The reaso"l 11 part u..~d:>ubtedly was the ~ide-

spread illiteracy of the populatioa. But considering 

that I~dia in early times had had an efficient system 

of ~riting, one could assume that literacy could have 

been ~e~eral 1! it had bee!l held 1a h16h esteem. l!here

rore, the cha1ce to cowmua1cate largely throu.;h the spoken 

rather tha'l the written word would sppea.r to be a deli

berate one. Probably it bad social and religious reasoaa 

behind it, Si!lce the !Jrivilege of leamin& used to be 

a prero,ati ve ot: the higher castes and Brahmins and 
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was rastricteri by cnate eo'lside.ra.tio3s.2 

·tot 0.1.ly oral and philoso~hical commwlication 

but commQ~icat1o~ for entertei~ent was 4qually limited 

11 O:..'lCient India. :Cbe pr11c:1pel forms of O!ltartninu..ents 

were the folk song sung by si~oers 1 puppetnry shows, dance 

dramas or na tak rnandaU s and re.l.1&1oLW reci tnJ.s. '.Che se 

were ~)erformed by p:cofession.als who moved aboat from one 

place to a~other and earned their livelihood. While 

they co~veyed to the people the glorious eJics or 

i~mayana a~d Mahabharata1 or the great doi~gs of some 

kings or heroes, throu6h their puppet shows and dance 

dramas, tho movement of such parties was never on all• 

India basis due to the limitations or transvortation 

in those days. 3ntertei:'lment was, thus, me.i1lY localised 

to particular re,ions or areas. Fu~tbermore, access to 

such entertni'lmeo.t and recreation was :tot open to the 

whole population ot a village or town. .l!he recital of 

classical music previously had largely been tbe preserve 

or priJ.cely courts and elite classes. rbe lower classes 

and I:ilrijans had :10 access to them. they were prohibited 

2. If members or low caste listened to the recitation 
or the sacred literature by any but a Brabmi:1, the 
reactio:'ls were such that his ears should be filled 
in w1 th melt~ lead. If be himself ventured to 
ccmmi t the ~ext to ttemory or to recite thew the 
reaction of leerned class used to be that his tonsue 
should be split 1~ two (Oliver, 1071:22). · 
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' from enteri"tg and ea.joyi:tJ such shows which were 
/ 

considered to be tbG privileges or the e~ites or upper 

classes O'lly. Besides, women. 1:1 those dl"ys seldom 

came out of their homes. ·~herefore, these torrus of 

recrertion f''f'J.d en.tertr.i·1went were ge'lerPlly n prerogative 

of limited sect1~:1s ot societ¥• 

._/ 

/2he esteblishtl~t or Pa.x-D.ritf''l'lica i'l the 

ni'leteenth ce1tury opo~ed a new chapter 1~ India~ society 

1!1 so far r.s eou.mu!lica.tio:'l was concerted. ~he British 

brouaht with th~~ :tot o~ly e new technology and new 
-· 

comtnttl'lication media but also a new.pbilosopby which cut 

acroJs the social bou..'lJ(1ries a--td a..l.lowed the-1! to be 

addressed to a ~idcr public. £his was varticularly 

required in the special context of their political rule. 

As a foreign power, to be admi'listered by a sma.J.l nuc.l.aus 

of Bri tisb oJ.'i'icers in the districts, the Dri tish admini

strAtion required a mea'ls ot communication th~t woUld 

e,able them to dissimi~ate information to heterogenous 

audiences. ~herefore, the British uadertook to intro

duce the mass media i~ India !Jr the first time. 

·ehe first among the new media of communication 

introduced in India was the printing press.) ;:he advent 

of pri~ti~g presa did not initially aftect the masses 



on the whole as literecy was fer too low. :Che wisdom 

or ne-w ideas, a"ld thi'lkia6 of the west:;rn democratic 

COQ~tries and the views or tho Government were opened 

only to certain nect1ons or the people. Is western 

i"lfluence .:nthared rnom~tum a"ld mor~ l'nd more peopl4L 

started goi"lg 1~ for university education, educ~ted 

people stnrted renl1z1~g the increasinglY important role 

played by printinG press a.'ld mass media. A series of 

newspapers were started. In l823 .. laja Ram Hoban Joy 

and some others Ql-af'ted what has bea'l called the serogi ta 

of the India"l press. I Tilnk and /~IJ..I:'obi~do Ghoah edited, 

!.esnQ. and ~ae J'.atr.wa respectivelY. ~bey were not 

ne~spapers in the ~odern sense of the word. Opinion 

sheets would be a more appropriate description tor them 

as they had .10 prete~aion to offer e comprehensive 

coverage or :~ews, i1vest1gat1ve reporti~t;;, explaining 

of economic and social issues or being a link with dey 

to day life or the people. Furthermore, their circu

lation was much less than the small circulation ot news

papers todny. ·tonetheless, these newspapers became in 

time a powerful so~rce for the expressio~ of political 

demands. 

Duri 1~ the ni:teteentb century, the govertlment was 

u~cartai~. i1 its attitude about whether and bow to super-

vise the circulatiol of idtas within I~di~~ society. 
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Usually strict control resulted from specific epinodes 

or threats of widespread viola~ce. For example, in 1780 

·~rrfn I!astin.;s reacted to personal attacks 1;1 J. t .• Hickey's 

£1engaJ. Q§aettt by prosec'-tting the publisher end barring 

the paper from the ceil, but followinb Charles ~~tcalte•s 

~Liberation" ot pri~ted opinion i~ 1835 the policy 

tended to;vnrds select censorship on.l.y • .-. l.gai:l.' while 

the 1857 mutiny evoked a renewal of controls 11 the form 

or pre-censorship and Jail sentences for ent1-gove~ent 

editors, there was relaxing of co~trols until 1878 when 

a new nc)agJ1ng act" sougbt to limit vernacular papers 

commentary O"l official policy. which was later relaxed 

in a g~sture of liberalitY.• 

~hroughout tbe ni~eteenth century the Government 

of India preferred e low key policy ot informal i~fluence 

over the press instead or subsidies and persistent appli· 

catio7'1 of p~al ties. However, by the end or 1905 the 

situatio!l chan..;ed dramatically. B.r this tiae the politi• 

cal trends that bad bee~ developing si~ce mid - centur,y 

came to prominence. One factor ~as the emer~eBce of 

reg1o1al and communal political ,roupi~&s that criticized 

and put pressure on tbe bureaucracy, accumulated official 

inJustice, the example of the Jap~ese aad Italian 

people's efforts to build their oations, tho imperial 

attitudes and policies perso 111'1ed by Lord Curzon - all 



rei•tforeed a new milita·1cy a!ld sense of nati:>::lalist 

m1ss1o:1 (Barrier, 1976;8). Indian llter·nture became 

a maJor vehicle for communicating and stimulating this 

new political ideol?gy. Amo~g other moans, mass politics 

evolved using printed matter to affect n widespread 

audimc e. 

Dy tbis time the India"fl periodical i1dustry had 

incrensed markedly since its enrlY begin~ings in eighteenth 

century. /1!eble l provides e. pictu.re or the grov~th 

or ~ewspaper a~d pri~t1~G industry in British India. It 

shows tbat in 1905, 1,369 newspapers and joumals reached 

an estim~ted 2 million subscribers (Barrier, l976J9). 

Baluchistan - l Central Indian States • ' 

East Bengal, Bengal • 179 Central Provinces - lB 

Bombay 

Portuguese-India 

Burma 

AJmer, Merwara 

- 320 Madras, Madras Princely 
States • 304 

• 9 Pun3abi, 1WFP - 283 

- 54 Uhited Province - 19' 

.. g 

CO!ltcl•••••••• 
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Engllsh .. 285 Burmese - 20 

3~glish & Vernacular - 82 Pu."'l.Jabi - l2 

Other r~uropean .. 16 Sindhi - ll 

Two or more Indian 
Vernaculars - 28 Or1ya - ? 

Urdu - 388 Kha.s1 - 5 

GuJarat1 - 97 Sa!lskrit - 3 

t{Qratbi - 9S Porsia.'l - 2 

:?emil - '78 Assamese - l 

Ben.ga.li - ?4 ~ra.gra - 1 

Halyalam - 54 U!lkn.Own - 14 

Kena.rese - 30 

relu.;u - 29 

3ourcea Barrier, l9'76al0. 

By 1905, over 200 newspapers commented on political 

issues. Most of these, accordln& to Bri t1sh observere, 

te~ded to be disloyal or persued dangerous editorial . 
policies. therefore, as Barrier notes, 'Act XXV ot lBS'7 

"for the regulation of pri~ting presses and newspapers, 

for the preservatiol of copies of Books pri'lted in British 

India and the reg1str~t1o~ of such books" became the leaal 

basis for surveillP.nce system• (:Barl'ier, 19?th5) .• Barrier 
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writes, '.fhe le.;1sletio:l t"ec111tated ide'ltificatio~ of 

those reapo~siblo for a ~van work. From 186? onwards, 

books and newspapers wore required to benr the names of 

authors, print•Jrs and publishers. t-!oraover, the act set 

up meeha~ism whereby India~ officials and India Office 

could be 1:1formed about what ;vas bei1g printed. Copies 

ot pri~tad matter had to be delivered promptly to a 

designa:te representative of' local government, who then 

prepared a quarterly catalogue of bOJkS and periodicals. 

The tollow1n~ information was included in the roportsa 

title a~d conte~t of the title page (with trenslation 

into 3:tgl1sh if vernacular), language, author, editor 

or translator, subJect, names and place of printe~s and 

publishers, p~ination, size• edition, number of copies, 

price a"ld copyri~ht deta1l;i. The Government circulated 

the lists amo~J officers and sent copies to the Secretary 

of State'(Barrier, 19?615). ~be stege had been set for 

a dramatic encounter betwe~ bareaucracy and Indian 

publicists that was to endure tor the lost 40 years 

ot British rule in India. 

Lo>king back to 1947 vast cha:>.ges seem to have 

swept the In. dian press, in circulation, content, news 

coverage, journalists working condition and neispaper design. 

But pitted agai~st the needs the evolu.ti:..;;:o~. =~ 
1t1-AL II(<> 

s~ails pace; For example, Japan,a pri {piil-l$i&n Country 
Dis'S ; ·: .;. 

yp.LJ./N.7 11t4 \\\ -\~ \\' 
1 

I 

t~ /~}-/ 
--::;;::.· 



with e develoyad press, has a daily c1rculat1o~ of about 

4S million copies as much es 1.82 to n household 1::t a 

populetio!'l of 95 cillion. :Che technological development, 

there, is iflmease even by world sta:1dard end the press 

tu.'lctions 1'\ lush end vigorous competitio'l \'lith television 

rodio and a ve.st book publishi"lg i!ldustry. rable 2 

gives the fi~ures for comm~~cations media as estimated 

by U1~dCO. 

lhe Indio~ newspapec industry is 13 comparison 

infertile semblance with a circul~tiO'l or about 5.7 

millio~ n day, 14 copies to every 1,000 perso'\s 13 a 

pop\.llatio 1 of 450 rJ.lliO"l and tremendous gap 1'1 produc

tion method. I~ 1951 there were 330 dailY ~ewspapers with 

a circulatioa of 2.5 million and in 1963 tbare were 601 

dailY newspapers with a circulatioa ot 6.6 million. !he 

number of·newspaper w~s 11,926 at the end ot 1972 compare4 

to 12,218 in 1971 and 12,185 at the end ot 1974 (India, 

1976:115) sbowi~J a decrease ot 469 ~ewspapers compared 

to 1973, (India, l976al23). so, ~rowth has been there, 

but figures would fall iato perspective if it were k~awn 

that the total number or literate people in the eountr,y 

13 1963 was 114 million and that nine million of them 

were bei~g added every venr and the number of literetres 

was to become 201 million in 1963. A~a1~st this c1rcQlat1on 

figures of India~ newspaper shr13k to dancerous insijniti-

cane e. 
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1nd1a 

.in done.: i.a 

Bur.na 

Cir014at1on ot 
datl~ newepaper. 
a co~ pdr 1,000 
inba bi tante 

2 1 

7(195,)11 

7 11(1959) 

8 12 

Circ\il.atioa of 
periodical. a, 
copier.~ per 
1,000 late 
1950e. 

••••••• 
1(1959) 

•••••• 

•••••• 

TABLI I 

. . . . ... •••••• 
10,741 24 

1,114 12 

603 29(1959) 

.Radio :{eceiv r 
per 1 1~00 

0.3 ' 1 s 
3(1951) 7(1959) 

o.6 6 

Oine!:la attendance per 
p rson per y~ar lnte 
1950!. 

0.09 (1955) 

,.5 (1953-59) 

3.0 (1957) 

5.2 (1959) 
,,~uth ViotnasM. •• 2d(l95d) • •••• 973 69 ••• 9 1.4 (1954) 

PhUltpilld 19 18 60(1957) 153(1959) 6(1959) 4(1949)22(1959) 0.6 (1954) 

thailand 4 14 ••••• 1,472 56 5 7 •••••••••• 
Ceylone 29(1950),7 41(1957) 1,167 170 4 :56 2 .• 9- (195~) 

Kal..,-a 50 J4 35(1959) -···· ••• 10 36 :3,2 (1959) 

Source: United latiO:'~;~, OoapencUwa of ::racial tat1et1cs: 196,, lev York, .A.prU 1963, Table 65 PP• 345-346, 
tor Cols, lt 2, 6, and 7. UDSCO, Jlaaic fa<:te lt fiauN8 19619 PariPt 1962, table 24, p 126 Ool. 3: 
Table 1'9 pp, 10:5-105 tar Col. f a 1 am Table 29, pp 151-152 ~or 0~1. 8, Gunter, ~ Astaa 
arama, Vol. 111, 190B. 



t.1. a'lalysis or tho figures or economic growth 

a~d literacy predict that 10 per cent a~~ual growth in 

newspaper cireulntio~ should be easy by 1975 but in 

fact it has ~ot bee~ so except i~ 1962 when the Chine3e 

invasi~ a~d gene~l elections co1ns1ded. Certain 

brattes like the shorta~e of newsprint and machinery 

have also contributed to this. By the year 1965 the 

spread of the Indian press vns highly U."l.aqual. In 

states like Kerala, Hadras, Haharashtra, Gujara.t, Hysore 

and Andhra, development was aatis!Pctory. In 11adhyA 

Pradesh, Assam, Rajasthan and Orissa it was poor. In 

betwee~ states were PU3jab, West Bengol ~nd Uttar Pradesh. 

~ lan~uage-wise study of newspapers shows that the 

largest number, 73,200, was published in Hi~di, ro1lowed 

by 2,453 i~ ~glish, 915 in Urdu, 739 in Bengali, 71? 

i'l Mara<;hi 1 569 in JuJarati., 527 in Tamil, 465 in Ma.lyalam, 

425 in Telugu, 331 i"l Kanne.da and 268 in Punja.bi. 

Bili~gual ~umbered 989 (India, 1976&12,). Out of 7,459 

newspapers tor which the publisher's supplied circulation 

data, 7,113 or 95.5 per cent claimed a circulation 

of up to 151000 copies per publishing day (small newspapers) 

and had a combined circulatio~ ot ln,o?G lakhs or 45.6 

per C&.l t of the total. Another 243 newspapers claimed 

a combined circulation ot 65.26 lakhs or 19.7 per cent. 
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fbwever, 103 newspapers having a d.reulatfon of more thai" 

So,ooo mp1!!s (big newspapers) together aemunted for 

114.87 1 akh copies or 34.7 per egst of the total cl.raJl a

U on of all the newspapers in India (In:Ma. 1976rl?.4). 

The data aVailable for 5,834 newspeper canmon to 

1971 cfld 1972 show a o.a per cent growth in drcut ation. 

The data available for 1974 show that the newspaper llad 

a d.rc::utation of 330.92 lakh mp1es compare<! to 3'52.7("1 

1 a)chs in 1973. 

B.m adcasttng be9!11 in Indi e as a r esut t o ~e 

pioneering effort of the Madra& Presid.-.cy Qub.~ The 

Q.ub Embarked on broadcasting service in 1924 but on 

acmunt of fin and. a1 di ffi cul ties gava it up in 19?.7. 

Undeterred by the failure of the Madras experim~t, 

a private a:>n cern, the Indi EP .Broadcast1 no Cbmpany, was 

founed in the sl!lfle ye~ with stations at tbmbl!fl an~ t""alrutta. 

This Cbmpany a1 s::> ran into fin and. at dl ffi <:1J1 ty art d 

ultimately wf6!~ into 11~1datton in 1936. The effort~ 

of these two dl teft'ri ses had, however, succeeded in 

making both the ptblie llld the radio trade mnsd.ous 

of the potEJlti a1 t1 es of the n ev medium. The t;Dvernmt!n t:, 

th~efore, yielded to public opinion 81d took 

over the a::m'lp~y• a aet1 v1 ty. In 1934, to put 
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oroade~sti"lg on e proper footing, a swa of &. 40,00000 

was provided f'or its development. .Che yost of Comptroller 

of Droadeasti!lg Wt:!S erented. 1!. rndio station was set up 

in Delhi in addition to the ones existi~g at Bombay and 

Calcutta. rhe Government of Madras also drew up a plan 

to provide a broadcasting service in the state. lbwever, 

it wns with the arrival ot Mr. Lionel Fielden end c.w. 
GoidEn, experts from BBC, in t935 and the establishment 

ot All I~dia lad1o ia 1936 that broadcasting commenced 
I 

as an orgP!lii;ed system. ~hlls, when the second World wnr 

broke out in 1939, I~dia hnd an organized broadcasting 

service with six stations besides tbe princely statee 

catering to over a lakh ot Ucenee holders in the co~try. 

1he war bigbUghted the role the radio could plQ¥ 

e.s a powerful. medium ot propagnuia. Consequently, more 

transmitters were erected, traoaaission houses were 

increased a wide variety ot typical talks and feature 

were 1ntroduee4, the news service waa expanded end the 

monitoring of important toreiga broadcast was organiaed. 

Simultaneously, an extem&l service was also introdu.cecl. 

~With the launching of eount:ry's first five year 

plea in 1951, the developme~t of broadcasting was 

brought within the frAmewoZk of planned progress. At 

that stage the primary service on. med1um wave was 

available ortlY to about 21 per cent of the population. 
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Dy the end of the fiftees, 55 per cent of the population 

had been brought within its reach, while e 2nd grode 

service on short wave was available in most parts of the 

country under the fourth plan. :!!he AIR's medium wave 

broadcasts covered at least 80 per cEJnt of population 

of each state. 

!he r9l'lge ot listening to AIR has been rapidly 

widening. ~he number of broadc~atiag receiver licences 

bas risen from a meagre 2t'15 1000 in 1947 to 1 ,28,94 1535 

by the end of 19'12 and 1,481 48,097 in 1974. (India, 

1974a106; India, 1976J114) 

All India radio reaches the rurel area by weans 

of community listening sets installed for public use in 

large number of villages as a.lso a network of rural 

Ustening clubs. The so~d broadcast network of All IruU.a 

Radio consists of five zones caaprising 69 centres which 

cover all the important cUl. tural and linguistic recione 

of the country. 

'the programme broadcast trOll All India Radio tall 

broadly into the following category. 

1. !lesa.2l9J. :rrpSAI'AIJU. • Broadcasts from different 

stations in regio~al languages, these prog~es while 

maintaining en underlined national purpose are necessarilJ 

oriented to the needs of each region fostering a~d 

reflecting 1te cultural, aspirations and attainments. 
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2. 1atw1a:&. fmsmmmsua - Centrally devised end 

broadcast from all stations iaclude music, plays, features 

end talks and programmes specially designed for occasions 

of national tmport~ce. 

3. '!saw; ftAd gu}.tyE§J. ;a(f'ji&;Q • 'rbese are put both 

eO!ltrally and from regtonal stations in Snglish and Indian 

la"l guo.g es. 

4. ij&tgEQ~ ie~ct P£Qi£DWWID • Broadcast in dnglieh, 

Indian and foreign languogest these are directed towards 

listeners 1n foreign cou!ltr1es end Indians overseas. 

s. LiCht HugS& p}&Xs eng f!it~ma - ~hese are 

broadcast under ViV14h Bhara.tt and 1 ts Commercial 

Service. 

6. 3\li'G ~amsmnmu - While programmestor ..:·ural 

areas neve a.lways been broadcast from every AIH stations, 

a concerted effort hns been made in recent years to make 

them more purposeful. by establishing forwns and have 

u.n.1ts at 29 stations. These units plan and produce, 

prog.remmes on agricultural, a'11mal husbandary, co•operat10ft, 

cottage industry and allied subjects keeping 1n view the 

pattern ot development in particular areas. 

'· Fpp1J,z f~ipg Q&pai,ma - Family Pla!l!iing unite 

nt tbG various stations at AIR, under the guidance ot 

special cell a.t the headquarters, plan and produce Pl'O• 

grammes tor use in rural areas, for industrial worker• 



?9 ...... 

women and youth. Also radio sup_ ort 1s proVided to the 

campaigns orgnnised by the departm~t of Family Pla1ning 

and by the State Gover~ente. Family Pla~ning programmes 

are also projected as e. brond based social movement, 

closely linked wi tb maturity t child health and nutr1 tiO>t. 

Fcm:l.ly Plan 'ling P roarammea are broadcast in all the major 

languages in the country end in a. large number of dialects 

of various regio"lS• The number of such broadcast during 

1972•7S was about 21,000 (J~a&it 122§1112) 

e. lguth Ffgs;a;mg~ • Primnrlly education oriented 

and related to school and university coursee are broad .... 

cast regularly from different stutio~s. ~hey make ~~ 

attempt to provide a focus of i~terest and a t~rum for 

the you.'lgEt.t' generation. .Che programme however does not 

permit enough involvement of and participation by youth 

be1'lg o:1ly programme tor them and not by them. 

9. .fmsrQHI tor gJibez I&'DUQI • special prosraaes 

tor woman and tor children are regularly broadcast from 

3'1 st~t1ons ot Aid at least tw1ee e. week. Fourteen 

stattiona broadcast daily programmes addressed to the 

members of tbe armed forces. Special programme• for 

industrial workers are broadeaat fraa 23 stations tour 

to six days in a week. Simil~rly, 19 statio~s located 

close to the tribal belt Cft~Zry special pro~ra.mmes tor 

Adivasis. Programme directed to listeners in border 

areas are broadcast daily from 20 atati~e. 
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~o reach e.ll sections of the populatio:t 1 Al:t' s 

progrr-Jnmes in tho homo service are broodcf'St in 20 

lnngua.aes, 22 dialects and 91 tribal languages. In 

add1t1o3 the eaternnl services of Aia beem their 

programmes all over the world in 24 langue.ges. 

On an average the programme of the duration 

or more the.~ 117 bours i=t the a~&regote are b:L'"Oadcl?.st 

dailY from difi'erent stations of AIR. Husic takes about 

43 per cG!lt 1 news n.bout 22 • '1 per CEnt, talks, discussions, 

plays, features and specie.l. items tor women, children, 

farmers, industrial workers, student and other group 

take the rest of the time. 

~he Vividh Bbarati service makes a~ additional 

aggregete of 565 hours a day bri~gi"lg the grand total or 
aggregE:.te hours or broadcastins tor AIR to more than 

a thousand hours a day. A fuller and precise idea of 

programme composition is set out in Table 3. 

The programme exchange and tr83script1on servic• 

ot AIR help di!tere~t stations to exchange outst~ding 

~rogramme, transcribes speeches of emi~ent pers~alit1est 

end ma13tain the sound archives. 

Feature films are produ.ced in India since 1912-1.3. 
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~ypas of P~grammes 11\!Ed~S!Il Approximate 
Hrs. Mts. percentage 

: : . :::x : :::: : :·: g : ::: ~ .i :: :: : : :: 
Classical Vocal 21,332 45 s.a 
Classical Instrument 20,567 59 v.s 
Folk Vocal 7,498 32 2.9 

Folk Instrumeatnl 23"1 01 o.1 
Light Vocal 2&,221 43 10.0 

Light instrumental 2,'181 01 l~l 

Devot1o:1al Husic 1.3,021 04 5.0 
I 

Film J;iusie 14,2U 14 5.4 

':lestal"'tl Mus1e 6,509 45i 2.5 

Talk, Discussions etc. 18,0'12 00 6.9 

Drama 10,6?1 19 4.0 

!iews 59 524 . ~. 68 22,7 

ael1e1ous ·.::jt6 . ~·· 
18 0,2 

Children 3,645 07i 1.4 

Women 3,'148 40 1.4 

iiUnl. 6,183 &l 6.2 

Indus.tnal 3,692 ·&6 1.4 

Arraed Forc:?s . 4,9'13 at 1,.9 

~ribt!l areas 4,'103 38 l,S 

Educational 6,324 42 2.4 

contd•••••••• 
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CO!ltd,••••• 

:::: : ' 1: : i 2 5 I 

PubliCity 4,617 16 1.8 

Others l2 179a 56i 4.9 

!J?otnl 2,61,714- 23 100.0 

Vi vidh Bharati lt33,29l 06 

Grand fotal s,95,oo5 29 

Sources Ind1at 1974&109. 

RG Torney produced Pa.l'ldalik in 1912. Dada Sahib Falke 

produoed •Raja Harish Chandra' in 1913. 'l!he era of 

silent film was succeeded by Talkie era in 1931 when 

Andeshir Irani produced • Alsm Ara 1 • Today India leads 

the world in production of feature films. In 19?2, 414 

feature films were produced, l87 of them in colour. 

Bombay, Calcutta and Madras are the most illportan t cen tr•s 

for the making or films. In 1972, 134 films were produced 

in Bombay, 137 in calcutta and 243 in Madras. Further t 

a total ot 243 short films, including 1,550 films in 

35 MM, 879 films in 16 MM and 4 films 1!'1 8 MM were also 

certified tor public exhibition. 
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Films are produced o~ various thomas. nocial 

subjects, bowever, predominate and 273 films 1'1 this 

ePtegory were c~rtitied in l972. Table 4 set out the 

growth 1!1. the number or films produced in India by 

theme tor l96l-lg72. 

$.~E t 

·~~t~IC 9Li2SiElS~:iJ1 12§1-692& 

:!!heme 1961 1966 1968 19&9 1970 1971 19'12 

• Social 1&2 189 224 238 254 283 273 

Crime 30 35 65 64 ao 83 82 

Fantasy 25 15 13 11 13 8 9 

Historical 15 6 5 2 2 5 2 

Biographicnl 5 4 - 3 3 2 3 

MJthological 32 20 15 17 l8 16 16 

Legendry 26 22 19 27 18 l2 e 
Devotiol).al 2 1 2 3 1 8 6 

Children. 1 5 3 - ., l3 2 

3tunt 5 3 4 2 - l 6 

Adventure 2 16 - - - - 3 

Political - - - - - - l 

Documentary - - - - - 1 ' Horror - - - - - - 1 

Total 303 316 350 3S7 396 433 414 

Sow:'cea India, 19'141123. 
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Indian news review, Cartoo~ films, quickies and 

docUI:lan taries re'iuirad for public 1'l1'or-utot1on, educ~tion 

and 1:1struct1on. a.ro produced by the Film3 01. v1s10:1 of the 

r:a~istry of Information a'ld Broadcasti~g. lbe division 

\vas set up in 1948 and bas JrodllCed more than 3,000 films 
' 

during the last 25 year. Most ot the tiles are produced 

in &tglish and 14 Indian la..'lgu.ages. ~hrough its 

produotio:l of 200 films, the diVision bas been recording 

the contemporary history of India and presenting filmic 

reports O'l the sooio•eco,'lomic progress of the country. 

Important, newsworthy events wi t:~in and outside 

It1dia appea.r in the weekly natio1al numerals. ·l!he tilme 

divisio"l hAs exchange arre.nganents with 21 foreign 

newsreel orga~1sat1on tor tree exchange of important news 

event. 'laws eve~ts are also filmed by State Government 

film u~its. At present the diVision releasee one news

reel per region in a month. rhe cartoon film units ot 

the division produces c~oona by using a variety of 

techniques. 

Films tor obildre!'l are produced mai&lY by the 

Children's film SOciety. It was set in May 1955 as 8ft 

autonomous body registered under the Society's regist

ration act 1860 to. undertake the production t acqu1s1 tion1 
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distribution and exhibition of films specially suited to 

or or speeio~ interest to childreG a~d adolescent. These 

films are mostly produced in Hindi aftd later dubbed in 

d1£fet~t regiolal languages. Upto 31 March 73 it has 

produced or acquired 86 films irlclu.ding features cartoons, 

puppets and short films. 

1alevis1o~ m~de a modest beginning with the setting 

up of a pilot centre at DGlh1 on 15 Sep 1959. It has now 

grown into a fuJ.-nadged fV Station with a range of eo xm. 
a.'!'ld telecasts programmes f'rom 6.00 P.M. to 10.30 P.M. on 

all days ot the week. The viewers have a ran~e or choice, 

i'lform.ation, education and eatertaiaaent. 'fews 1n Hindi 

and i:i!nglish is telecast daily. Commentaries B."ld dis

cussions on current topics are arra.'l&ed and eminent 

persorta.lities are interviewed on cUltural, literary and 

eon temporazy subjeets. Feature films in Hindi, English, 

and rsgio~al languages are also telecast. Special 

audi~c• programmes include prognmmes tor tamers 1Krieh1 

Darsha~•, the Children's proc~es •Bachcbon Ke Liye' 

and citizen's programmes 'Nagar ~agrik'• For community 

viewing of these programaes 77 tam tele clubs and 163 

urban tele clubs have been orga.oJ.sed. In school 

1nstruct1o1al programmes on selected subjects are alao 
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telecast and the Government have installed 560 television 

sets in different schools 1~ Delhi .• 

The Bombay ~V Centre started fU!lctioning on 

2 Oet 1972. I31tially programmes were telecast for 2 hrs 

and 15 mio.utas every day but ext~cied to a 3 hour daily 

tra.!'lsmission on 1 Apr 19'3• As Bombay is mult1llngua.l 

c1ty1 the programcos are telecDst in Maratlu, Gu3aratit 
~ 

Hindi; Urdu.:.. English. Programmes are trensmitted by a 

1 o Klf tra:tsm1 tter at Poona wh1Cb has extended the range •t 

Bombay TV programmes by 86 Km. which was commissioned on. 

2 oct 73. 

fhe tV Centre at Sbr1 ~agar built at a cost of 

3.5 crores started experimental telecast on 26 Jao. '73. 

The one hour service telecast thrice a week waa extended 

to a re&ula.r daily sertice of ' bra duration 1rl Jul.v·, '3• 

A special two hour aorn1ng t.raasmiss:l.on 1s alt10 

made on SUndays.. frearamaes an telecast in Ka•hmil':l. 

a-td Urdu. More than 160 COIIIIUf.lity sets have be.., :I.A• 

•talled 111 Sh1'1 "fe.gar aa4 in ltaabmir Valley. 

The fourth ~Y centre 111 the couatry is the Amritsu 

transmitting station with a rena• ot 'e KM, was comm1ss1oa-~ 

ed on 2g 3ep ?3. 

Jevelopmewtt ot teleY1110'l in the fourth Plan 

envisages the establishment of ~V Stations at CP.lcutta, 



&dras, Jllllunder and Lucknow and relay centres a.t 

Bhe.tinde, K.anpur, KAssa.ul1, end 1-tussorie. .l.'wo relay 

centres set up at Calcu<;ta will serve Kharagpur area. 

and Asa~soVDu.rgapur area. 

India has also taken advantage of the new space 

te~~ology and 1ts application to teleVision broadcastiBg 

by signing an ag~eeme!lt with USA whose '1lASA would la~ch 

a geo-stationary satelU te 1n 19'13 and make 1 t available 

for India. for OQG rear. The satellite was made available 

tor instructional programmes tor four hour every day a 

year and about 2,400 villages in 6 states of k~dhra Pradesh, 

BJ.hnr, Knrnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa and Rajasthan 

beneti tted. From Aug 1 19'151 tnstruct1onal programmes 

beamed to the satellite from earth stations tor direct 

reception on :ev sets. Progr811Dea tor priaary schools ue 

telecast in the moro.ing transmesston everyday while the 

evening transmission presents pl'Ocrames on U,prov1ng 

agricultural practices, hygiene, family plan.11.1ng, natiol\al 

integratio~ and allied topics. 

The setting up of more television stations in the 

co~~try has led to increased demand tor televis1o~ reeeivias 

licences. fhe dtmand tor receiving Licences hns risan 

troa 551 in 1963 to 84,114 at the end ot 19?2 (Ind1at 19'14:t14l 

and 2,.151424 at the end ot 19'14 (India, 19'16:120). A demaftd 

projectio~ study made by AIR in 1969 i~dicated that 3.'1 

lakhs television sets would be reql.d.red by the end ot fourth 



Plan. ~he Government have sanctioned.a capacity o£ 

1 ,1o,ooo ~v sets in the organized sector (both pubUc 
. . 

and private) nnd of over 1 ,'10,000 sets in the small 

scale sector. By the 0!1d of 19'13, three manufacturers 

in the org~zed sector with en annual licence capacity 

of 40 ,ooo sets and Six manufacturers in amall scale 

sectol' w:l.th e. capacity of 30,000 sets bed started productiot 

~elevisio~ has beeB introduced in India recently 

compared to the Western countries and it has yet not 

covered the rural and interior areas of whole of India 

and is mainly centered in prominent urban tows. In due 

course o£ time, the potentialities of television is 

being realized and with the pace of developme·1.t, even the 

people living in rural areas and villages will be able 

/ to receive this advantage. 
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f-lasa commu1.1ea:tion media are essen. tially carriers 

of messages. This is the reason why tbeY ere so heavily 

relied upon both by governments and advertizi~g agencies 

as powerful i~strumants of shaping opinions a~d attitudes. 

fbwever, before ·the messe.ges transmitted through the mass 

media can have an impact they must be received. Therefore, 

1~ order to assess the impact of the mass media in 

India it is necessary to arrive at an assessment of the 

degree and extent of exposure to mass media. This 

chapter tries to revi'ew the evidence on this question 

and to torm some idea :;;t the patterns of exposure to 

mass media. i:t India. 

~he literature available on the exposure or tht! 

Indian public to the mass media is not u.ut'orm. Exposure 

to some media has bee"l l%lore extensively s tu.died while 

exposure to others has not been researched upon at all. 

Furthermore, there are no studies that can be said to 

cover the entire country. For example, surveys ot 

exposure to mass media conducted bf private and sem1-

govet'rll'.l1en tal organiations such as the Operations Research 

Group, the I~dian IQstitute ot Public Opi~ion, Indiaa 

Institute or Mass Communication and a tew surveys conducted 

by 1ndi vidual scholars, are Um1 ted both in scope end 

coverage like Atal., (Atal, Delhi, ·,rational, 1973) and 

Siraikar (Sirsikar, Poona, 1973). 
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Perhaps the moat elaborate data on exposure to 

mass media comes from the national ree.de:rsilip survey 

conducted by tht~ Operation he!loaroh Group, a well-known 

conoultnnoy organiz~tion, curing 3eptember-~ecember, 

1970. rhe survey covered all the regions of India, 

studied the readership of about 130 dailies and 170 

weeklies and magazines p\Wlished in 14 major languaeee 

in India. rhe majority of these publications had a 

circulation of over 10,000, but a few publications vilh 

a oiroulation of leoe than 10,,00 had also been included 

in tho survey eo ae to ensure adequate regional coverage. 

ihe OJW survey divided India into four zones. £he tour 

southern states - Andhra Prndesh, Kerala, ~:ysore, ram11 

~)adu-conatituted the south zone, the west zone consisted 

of Gujarat, t•i'lhare.ahtra and M!ldhya Pradesh, all the 

eastern atntes - Assam, uihar, Orissa, J. ~engal 

comprised the eastern zone and the northern zone vae 

comprised by uelhi, p;....1jab, harayana, ·~imachal Pradesh, 

~Jaothan and ~ttar Pradesn. £be sample of respondents 

whose re···derehip vas assessed through this survey was 

deaigned to be representative of all the persons in India a 

aged 15 yenrs and above, &zcept t toae living in Jammu 

and Kaehnir, H&A and tl".e oft-a ore territories like 

And .. an and Nicobnr, etc. In all, a sample of 54,000 

adulte over the age of tS wae seleoted.randomly. 

About 39,000 interviews in 2ft towns and 1 '3,00') interviews 

in 722 villaees were conducted • 

• 



41 

~be survey estimrtes that 13.2 per cent of the 

~dult population in India is exposed to the press. When 

the survey was eon~cted the total popUlation in India 

was known to be 547.4 million but the corresvon~~s estimate 

ot the ndul. t populatlo'l over the age of 15 was not yet 

k~own. It was estimated to be 525.? million (or 59.5 per 

cent of the total population). On. this basis the sw.-vey 

ecncluded that the actual number exposed to press comprised 

ot 43.0 million adUlts. 

IJ!he Sllrvey estimr ted a 'reader•· on an average read 

about three publications (of course there be1ng~6t'lfWho 

read O"'lly one and others who read mozte tha~ three). 1!hus 

tbe total 'lumber of readers read approximately (4313) 

129 million copies. As agaiast this tbe total circulation 

ot various publlee.t.tons covered in the survey was only 

ebout 14.4 m1111cm. It is com;_.Oft knowledge that in India 

all the readers ot newspaper and periodicals do not 

necessarilY buy them. 'fewspapers and llB&e.zines are often 

borrowed from friends _and neighboQs or read in the ottice 

or circulating librariea. j!heretore; the survey concluded 
. -

this vide ditterence between the_c1rculatio4 ot publications 

and thei• total readership to mean that a copy was sold ovo~ 

every 9.1 readers. table 5 gives the per cent of adults 

exposed to press vis•a•vis the per cent ot literacy (19?1 

C«tSUS) 



state X:erala w.Ben- ta!1- Jlabaftall- OQ~arat Assam Z'iyeore llal'yana .lndbra B1h:J.Z- Ori~oa :loc.Ulya Uttar Rajaathan 
pl. Bactu tra A B.P • Prndeeh prndeab l'rn-

' Delhi.. desh 
Punjab 

Per-cerato-&e 39.4 27., 22.4 t9.t 17.4 t2.1 
acl.ulte 

10.2 9.? 9.4 ?.4 6.4 5·3 s., 4.2 

exposed '0 preea 

r 
Per-centage ~.2 ''·' , .• "·' ,,.1 28.8 ''·' ,. .• 24.6 19.8 26.t 22.1 21.6 te.a 
l1tteracy 

t97t 
oeaeua 

(incluee age grour o-t4) 

Ql~,·. t t97t: 6 
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--~~\ ~ne OJ.posure to tho preaa vns UJ.gheat 111 tbe 
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'\t·~b_ou&b pt~zt ot thio vol11Cti ,1 ern bo u4j,ilf i;l.ad bl' Utorrcy 
, \I 

evel, -th•r• sees to be other soo1o-oc0'1omlc ft!ctoN r:s 

wll eft.at1l& the renderallip level in tha vrtr1ous c~es. 
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Uttu i'radeeh t.s 
'foftb Zorie '•' 
Aasaa t2.1 

D1bA~ '~•' 
~rl,sae. ••• 

CJ.l~ 'd•• •• 



state 1'rea 

w. Btll9al 2'7. 3 

· East 7JOft e 14.6 

Cujarat 17.4 

Madhya Pradesh 5.3 

Maharashtra lC} .1 

WeSt zone tJ.e 

111 dh ra Pradesh 9.4 

l<eral a 39.2 

f!!yaore lt'. 2 

T-11 N~ 22.4 

south zone JP • ., - - ~- ........ ~ 

All India J.e. 2 

Aetual No Exposed 43.~ ..... - ..... 

source• ORO, 1971a17. 

The l!lJ r:Yfl/ shows that the exposure to the prMw 

vanes aecor:CUnQ to certain .,del var11J)les. TaJclnq first 

the difference by sex the survey (X)ftd.udec! that: ttxt"'IIIUrtt to 

the press is h1 c;;her snonq mtn th., womtr~ ( 20" & 7" r@speet1 "• 

lY) or 1n t.he ratio of 3tl. Part of the oxpllflatton for 

this is the lower 11 terac.y 1 evel of womt!J) ( 40" men lS% 

women). ln zural areas, the f4fftal e readersht p 1 s very low. 
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Table 7 11ven a picture or the exposure by sex. 

HEl 
fDE Ceg,l 

wm 
fer Qm~ 

§lposur.1 W.~erogx ~R2§M£1 Lite;a;[ 

'1orth 9.8 33.6 

"~ast . "·.'·;···: 
:.:,~,),~6 30.7 

!lest 20.1 43.6 

South 27.0 46.0 

All 
India 1Q.6 39.5 

Source: 

'taking the variable ot income, exposure to press 1s 

the lowest (7.3 per cent) 1!1 the b*low Rs. 200/- i~come group 

which fo~s 75.2 was per cent ot the •otal population. At 

the other extreme it is very high 55.0 per cent in the highest 

income group which toms o1ly 1.8 per cent of population. 
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fable 8 e1 vas a picture of exposure to the press by 

income. l!hu.s, 1 t is clear that Exposure to press increase 

rapidly os income increases. 

Below... R:!. 
~. 200 200-500 

··forth 2.1 9.4 

r.mst 6.1 ss.a 

Wast 7.0 SJ.? 

South 13.t 38.0 

All IncUa. '1.3 26.4 

Population 
Weight '15.2 19.9 

Source • oaG, 11'11•9· 

Fts. 
500-1000 

20.7 

e5.6 

54.5 

52.3 

40.3 

5.1 

~. total 
1000 

33.8 6.1 

75.1 14.5 

61.9 13.8 

55.1 18.7 

5!h0 13•2 

1.8 100.0 

Educatio~·wise, amo~g those who have below s.s.c. 
educatio,, eKposure to press is o~ly 28.5 per cent as 

.. 
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against 85.9 per cent among those who have bad college 

edueat1on. 

Table 9 brings out the picture of eXposure to press by 

education. 

i!!Waiti 2 

W9eYB:; tQ PBEtis §X ~AslQJ 

Illiterate 
Below 
s s c sse College 

------------------------------------------------------lorth 

East 

West 

South 

All India 

Population 
Weight 

Sources 

8 

8 

8 

8 18.'7 

8 

68.4· 100.0 

oao, 1971110 



Exposure to preas by age e.ccordi:tg to OJQ survey 

is maximum it ~he y~~Jer a6e &r~up (15•24 years) and 

decreases in the h1Gh3r oge groups. It is the least 

1~ a~e group 45 yeors and above. Table 10 givoa the 

picture of exposure to press by age. 

N'orth 

Ze.st 

lJlest 

South 

All ltldia 

Population 
Weight 

15·24 25-35 35·44 Over 44 
years years years years 

21.0 

22.0 

30.4 

Sourcea ORG, l971Jl2. 

Total 

100.0 
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Jxposure to press by occupatio~ is highest 

among profeasio~als (9.~~) followed by those in clerical/ 

3fles/Jerv1ce end traders. It 1s lowest among those 

not i~ employment like housewives, retired people, 

and u:1employed and also among the workers skilled end 

~~skilled. ~able ll gives an account or the exposure 

to press by occupatio~. 

'£ABLE l. 

E.IPOJ.Ul!E l!Q PM~S Bl ocgyp A,liO'J 

:lorth 

East 

liflst 

south 

All India 

Population 
Weight 

tfo rkers Clerical 
Sales 
nerv1ce 

12.8 51.9 

4.0 

Source: ORG, l97loll 

Profe- Traders Tot in Total 
ssio~als employ. 

went 

22.0 

76.0 11.5 14.6 

85.1 

52.1 100.0 
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The oRG survtfl also finda s1c;J»i f1eEI)t d:l ffertf')ee in 

readership pat.tems aec:nrdino tlo whether a preson lives in 

an urban or a rurat area. Exposure t:o press lf'l'!ono urb., 

residtllts is five.Umas higher t.h.n snon9 those r~aS~1nq 

1n the rural areas t.houQh 11 t:eraey tn urbfll tncU a 1 s on1y 

slightly over twJ. ee that of the rural areas. 'rabl e 12 

shows exposure to the press by rest dfJlee pattern. 

~AB.E 12 
IWOSJPE 3P pR~~~ UR o.zt!.R~ g,.wz ~.Jt 

&:aareea 
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Exposure to press 1s mostly through l211..;uage 

publicnt~ona• O~ly 3.6 per ceat adults are exposed to tba 

~s.;;lisb presa as atiainst 12.6 per cent to the lCl!1gue..;e press. 

Bxcluaiva exposure to the ~nbLish preo3 is of the order 

ot o.6 per cent, the bala~ce readinb both ~~glish and 

language publications. Exclusive exposure to La~guaJe 

press is 9.6 per cent at the All India level. 

fhe Indie~ I~st1tute of Public Opinio~ i~ 

carried out repeated surveys of newspaper readership in 

the metropolitan cities of India. ..!he first or these 

surveys was a3dartake3 in 19?0 a~d was co~ducted in 

Calcuttn, Bombay, Delhi and Uadras. ..!he survey was 

!"epeated in 1973, whe'l Luel<!lOW was also atlded to the list 

or cities covered, and i~ 1975. Leso broad-bnsed then 

the U':l.O Survey, tho surveys co~ducted by t.he Indio.n 

I~stitu~e ot Public Opinion nevertheless provide detailed 

dsta on several aspects, including the c~ges 1a pat~erns 

of readership over time. Acco~ding to the IIPO 1970 

survey, the exposure or the metropolitan residents to 

newspapers seemed almost total. ~here were only four 

per cent respo.1dents who said they bad never. read a"ly 

newsl)aper. Further, the sl.lr'Ve.Y showed thP.t one 1"1 eit;ht 

persons largely from the have-not classes made do with 

borrowed copies. According to the October 19'13 survey, 0:1ly 

one il eight never read any newspaper. As compared to 
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the survey conducted 1.1 1970 i:t the four metropolitan 

cities, the 1973 survey 3howed that the newspaper reader. 

ship had declined by about eight per ce~t. :Chis drop 

largely occured because of low readership figure 1'1 

Bombay where O':le 1n four never read any daily. On the 

other ban.d in Calcutta and ~tadre.s newspaper readership 

was ~.lmost total, the figures for those reading newspapers 

being 9? per ce~t and 99 per cent respectively. In 

Delhi one 1~ eight never read a~y daily. 

~he survey carried out in 1975 corrob.orates the 

phenomenal growth of newspaper readership and the same 

pat'tem 01 all aspect ree.ture preferences' ra.'lkint; of 

newspaper, etc. emerges. 

I~ 1970 )nglish nJWspapers had an edge over their 

language cou!lterparts (35 per cent read only English, 

27 per cent read only language, and little over one 

third read both English and la~guage news~apers). HOwever, 

the survey evidence of 19?3 showed that language press 

had not only overtaken but surpassed the &.1e;Ush press 

(34 per cent read only ~glish dailies, 43 per cent read 

language dailies a"ld one in four read both 3nglisb and 

language dailies) and according to ~ovember 1975 survey 

49 per cent :read language dailies against ;51 per cent 

readers ot S~Jlish dailies only. Table 13 gives the 
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·.I! ABLE ).~ 

t:afi~ §~i!~t&~iit!i ~tl ~CJJ gi]Q Q@BR 

3ngl1sh Papers Bombay Calcutta Delhi I·ladras Lucknow ~otal 

Hindu - - - 61 - 10 

I'l:11an J.xpress l? - 21 21 4 14 

Statesma·.~ .. 36 6 6 2 l2 

~il.nduatan :Cimes 1 l 37 1 5 1 

£i4es of India S2 l 10 1 5 9 

t~ita Bazar Patrika - 17 - ... - 4 

·1a.tio~l Herald ... - - - 3'1 4 

M£~11 - - - 10 - 2 

F:ree Press Journal 6 - - • • 1 

La.'lSY!!il Pasatu 

t~and Bazar Patrika ... 59 l - - 15 

JuJe.ntar - 36 - - - g 

., ew Bha:rat ., - 30 - 1 8 

Swatantra Bhnrat - - - - 49 5 

Dina. :.l~haoti - • - 19 - 5 

Bombay Samachar 23 • - - - 4 

Lok Satta 20 - - - • • 
liindustan 1 .. 13 - 2 e 
Maherashtra 'rilles 16 ' - - - - 3 

·tav Jhakti 5 - - 3 - 2 

Janmbboom1 8 - - - - 2 

Maratba 7 - - - - l 

'fav Jivan - - - - 13 l 
Others 2'1 l3 15 25 17 19 

Joure•• I.I.P.O. t Oct. l9'15tX (the supple~ent). 



r'a'lking or newspapers i"l .descea.di'lg o.t•der 1n terms of 

rendership. Accordi'l.g to the IIPO, the ·ttbures should 
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be read with two riders. First readership does not 1~d1cnte 

tbe circule.tio 1 of various newspaper listed tor the 

· survey covared. O!llY five cities. Sec~:1dlY the share ot 

each n~~spaper io subject to the eampli~g error of two 

per c~t for all the cities combined together and rour 

per ceat for each city. 

So far as readership or ma~azines and periodicnle 

1s conoa~ed, according to the 1970 survey evidence three 

11 tour perso'ls 1'1terviewed read periodical in metropolitan 

cities. According to 19?3 survey evidence, six i'l ten 

persons i 1 terviewad read o:te or more periodicals. Hadra.S 

le~d the other cities by a wide margin with 86 per cent 

reruiint;; periodical or ma.gazines. 

Readership of periodicals unlike that of ~ewspaper 

1s ~ot restricted to physical distances except that the 

la~guages periodicals are read largely to the states 

where each la.-tgt1n&e is predomi::umt. .the ll6Ya~rateg 

W!eil¥ retai~s tbe eommandin~ positio~ among magastnes 

readers, claiming 29 per cent of the total readership 

i·1. all the five C1 ties. Oi>her leading periodicals are 

out-ranked by this ma~azt~e by a wide me,rg1n. fl.,.,(lrt 

ra~ked next to tbe Illustrated Weekly with only 11 per 
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C~t f!ef:l.IJersflipt ,f;\),&.~W<lll bJ f-31.. (t p0%' Ct)rtt), l't'ld 

Jt<;}lR' g ill& ;r~~~ (9 pur l.!elt). lalJ.!I ht1:J thG l.owoat 

rendusbip (6 pa.: oe11t) 1n -ehe five ci tios. Ill ;;o ... b1 

k{~Q£!ii:\li elairaa two 1'1tth of' the ~"rzi:te readership. 

~;P!<IliAI£ .. I*~~.Si11tl ia wny L3:-1 "td i2iii1l'A*.lit. 1"\ thiu c1 ty 

'"~ tb 1.3 p~r co:tt rcc~·rablp. ~bese two ~t>~Czi:tes are 

hovever rectl by ~ lorae:: vrJport1o:t 1"\ Lue~'lOV (C3 end 

30 per ··tnt rttspectively) thrn 13 .;Jelhl. 2'he dOt:1"1A1'ltle 

of la"l6Wl68 per1odicnl:J 1s SOO:l 1'.\ I-mms &rld Ce1ou·~ta. 

~nble 14 !iivos o picturo of torture .vret• :r.~!lces. 

C1 ty\11EHl1 editor:tala are r-.Jad e10re • aBalC~.r.!.~ 1"1 I!&. \res 

(4? per co:1t) t:nj Co.lou/:tn (44 pertoetlt), tba.'l 11 other 

ci t1ea. ~h3ro are mor~ sport tn'ls 11 Calcutta ;? per e~t 

nnd :,tadrns 46 per CO"lt thtl 11 ot;har Ci t1ea ( =>alhi ~0 per 

C8'l.t). tdvart1au~~t3 oatch tbe at,8'lt10:l ot & aisoable 

sot;mG!'lt of readers 11 Ha.driHJ (41 .. er CG'!lt) ruul 1'1 Jlcaber 

(41 pe&- Celt). I'l Delhi O:'tlt 1·\ four ti·\48 01ly AdYOI't1Je

~ta of 1~t$rast. 

~he >uzvey OJ:tdl.lOted by -:he Monthlj public op11'110'\ 

aurvoy (OctGber1 19,3) ot tour Hetro.oUtOll o1t1ea Calcutta, 

Bombay, Delhi a'ld Hadrn:t brillii:.l out i"tterea•i'lg vanat.1.o:1 

wi tb NiPH to s J01nl var1Gbles ot aex, e4uct~t10!\ &rld 

i''lCODl• A 1P.1"88 proportiG'\ of male l1terntes (91 pel' C*lt) 

rend '18wspa.pe~ as compared uo female roap01.d4t!\ta (82 per ce:at) l 
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'to. ot .:e~u.- :Jcco- V•rv rot .. 
l:'iJ3,tJ0tl• ltJJ:.Lz; .arJ.ot~"· ~j~-- .:. ·rtaJ."lil3• .1otnl 
4etlta l.J..V J~ ~el 

·revs nbout 
loc~.l eva,.ts 1991 ES Q 3 l 100 

'TOW!~ nbout 
t~Jnt:i.o"tel 
we,ts l9nl 76 1? 5 100 

re~ about 
other 
C:>U1f;rJ.G8 1981 59 <:) • • ........ 11 ., 100 

:_;,ns ·tews 1981 39 lG J.3 30 11? 

l..ettars to 
tile ;i41tora JJ18l se :J3 14 q$l; 

....,;~ lO~ 

CnrtoctUJ 1981. 55 J.7 9 19 10~ 

.iev1ev or 
?~1J.ms 1981 40 27 100 

F1rt0fle1ttl 
1eva 192-l. 23 • 14 15 100 

f,dventae-Q.,. 1081 22 17 26 100 

Jourcsa IIPO, oetober 19?StiY. 

~on a the bnre 11 tor.>tes J~ll1 40 pa&- o-t were re~uln~ 

Nniet-s. 'fowspn.:er ruf'de.;.·sbip 0:1 survey evid1t1ae ba~iltJ to 

GXiJ~'lJ. w1tb 0:1. adu.cnt1o-'\ of aec;..ttdP.ry level o ·1ii~Brda U."l't11 

1t becomea n.l.sloat ~11-veraal auiO'l _at the t.i:llvcrs1ty aluOAto4. 
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IlC\lCe too 1a r; s1_:11f1on"!lt VEtriO.~lo. 11 ~bo lO"J i.·1come 

b~..e'ktJt (t:. 150) 58 pe.r ceo.t rar.u df:l1Ua-.J. lm.cn"'ot "l01: JO 

poJr <1:~. 151 • r;. 500) threo 11 te:1· ~ovo.e ceca ~:11 ·1evsvnp••• 
;\a 1:1 e~:us of ·®Ct~.t1:nt !\GWS"ul,er r&FJderab1G be~i::ta to 

ax~<'!\4 w1 th levels of 110ome, for 1~1c.:Hne 1~ o i'f'Qtol' haV14a 

elo:}a oo-nltrtln vtth l.ovals ot ei1ucat1J·l• /.coo~41~s •o 

t·!Ol-thly rabl1c JL.)1~o:& uuwe~ of ·Jct:>ber t:>73 ot o'llf to&ll' 

oetro:;al1t:rt c1t1ea ~o vr~i!'lt1~n t:Ps observed 1~ n:;;e-w1ae 

bnokthrou&Jl• 

2ne :ro1thl1 ,..'UbUe az>1'l10:l surv-ey rovamter 1<J'IO Plso 

~1vee twa "'coou.1~ ot wbetb.er there are d1tfere~ces 1~ tbe 

e~ntcnt ot the t: ~41a to Jhtcb J;eoplo are e.;.~i~o;aad o:1 the 

t;nola ot nooial v~ rinbles. ~ho you':\& ftSiJOfl\i1En ts ot the 

aarve.v do~o ot fOUl- c1t1os :IrJro.s, Ct:lol.ltte., ~lulh1, ~be.J 

70 llSr cent w-.:>.:e mo~ nv1t1 rer<lors ot I'Dll,.;~z11os r~d 

v0~1od1Ct!'l~ th~l 'lGV.:JpopL"'St th&."l the 014 (65 per ~t). 

Jende.rsh1p ot l.l!'llbw:ae lJPpora 1s very high fitA<r.ll bare 

l.1 torates (03 p<Jt- C:!1lt) end o,;ce bal(ugiag tfJ seoMd.r~ 

e4ucat1J~ leval (78 per ce~t) cat&iory. <~016 ~1iverslt1 

ecla&e•-ted, prete.teftce tor C4dlJ.ab 4&111es, tor reuo'la ot 

better coverage ot 1h8 G!t4 nefit ao4 Y&ricrty of teetufte1 

reett1!'l tP1rly h1ih• ~hua M pttr MBt .;re-.clulltea ~ rbgl..lala 

z.npers otl;r o~r11st "':be COft'eapcndlt'ls f1iw:'8 of tG JMt• oeat 

to~ the l('!l&ll-':l.;a rGr.tiora. 2hrae 1 "l ~0'1 ~~.dl.l.t_,te, ~:~oweveat, 

Nttd both -:.1~;U.sh n:t:l lf:''l~u~,fr~ !:npers. l1Ca:1e-w1ae eleo tbe 

stae phe-tomcnor1 1a observed. ~4th the riue 1~ l~co&THt tbe 
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l,lr&£'$rG!lC& tor l!tlJ..tL~G p,1rJ.Od1Ct"\l daaUlGI• ._ ll.ikO '18WS• 

i~nvera ror.deradp• e. l.!'.Z"t,;Or proport:i.J~ (as per ee1t) of 

tiot!Et'l rood peri.o;Ue·ls f'!ld ~6PZi1es thn'l mn (61 per CEnt). 

~,ome 1'lllv1:lunl acholtuw h.~ve c:lso ~t~ed ~~o3ure 

to mtu}a ::e.;U.n. .!lloitt ot~ we:e eo"'llaete4 ~~1:1.t.v l't tho time 

or olocti;.>~S. So they give o ~.1cture of tho 1Jr"tten ot 

a~;;;osuro to i;.: . .1s :::Otlin Juri"l.; olactio1 tllie. ~able 15 

tJresnts the ;t tter1. of "1GW8tmrer renderailip rever lad by 

Jir31~r•s at~ ot tho urbe'l n1.d ru;rpJ. ~,crlir:t..-:'ltc.ry 

C~stitua~cy ot Palle. 

l!r'.:c.tb..~ ~Jra tho 3&-l itlponcnt po._vez: 1:1 urbP~ 

co UJtit~GtC~' n!ld f11"'tb 13 impo:r.-t~lCO an0:1g uUto voters • 

...!he elite vota~a 1:1 o:llitio.l re~d ~ic:.os of .ild\r.. n~d 

U;.>ilta-aah•ra .i!wea, either other lJO.Jer Uid 1ot received mu.Ob 

ftSiio.-.ao. tbe tnble rlso GhoJo that Jrllndersid.v ot nJ..l the 

PE'Vere ;, enti.o!led obove wes ralr.t1ve1Jt llit;b o~J'l~ el1tea. 

:;cce df'.ta O'l rend•::o:.;ip 1s f'leo vro~1dal.l by e. aurny 

ct>nie4 ou.t b1 t.tcl ( fitel, t0'11). Atel oome4 out tue 

survey 11 throe o:.>~·1i. ties 1 ~ voaten Uttu rredeah. He 

cnlls these I!O :au.11 t1n COC, r£ n!l4 3c detpeidlt'lC up01 tb•t• 

sin e'!ld pop\llntlo'1• Hia etu4J ahov tb~t &ona the LC M4 

oo l\eviJ)I!pers vue '\Ot subacr1be4 to by aa,one. ll'l 'V'iov of 

tbe low level ot l1te~J ex1bite4 bl the aample drewa traa 

tb•• o .. tn1t1es1 tbis 11 uacllratan.clable. ;~ve~ 1o. C\X:3 aa 
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!'ABLE 15 
~~iiSPAPEiiS HEADING n~ UHBAN AllJ-~UiiAL POoiA PlaLIA;·J ~~'rARY co;, srirUB:lCY 

--
Constituency Sakal l(eaari l'arun Vis hal Prabnat 'limes ot Mahara.shtre l·~a. rat ha 

.Bbarati Subyadri India 1'111&8 

Sivaji Magar 69 20 6 5 17 12 17 ~5 

Kaela 96 18 12 4 17 9 19 20 

~ukravar 93 49 20 6 1 11) 19 20 

~anton•ent 4J 4 9 1 7 20 7 9 

.bb.avani 72 19 10 9 1) 9 9 19 

~otal 310 110 57 25 61 65 71 91 

(fercentage) 48.68 , ••• 7 (11.97)Lc760 
Xulahi '' 4 5 11 10 - -....-........-- 2 9 N • 1 53.. . 
Ltercenta~el 21.21 

.tn1 te 291 204 56 15 9 221 100 

Percentaee 73.67 51.65 (55.95) (25.32) (17.72) .J- 395 

~OUR OS: Sirsik&r 
1973: '75 



ma<tY na 93 respo'ld.cnta 7'1.5 per c~t did :tot allbacribe D3Y 

rtewspnpers. r"!agaai,ne aubscriben were. at1l.1 less. :;u, 

23 respo'ldGrltl b3lcnso4 to thin oatG.:o~g. k'bile allbscribe&-a 

o:t home were a1l.)r 2'1, then wece M otben wbo WG:lt to other 

pl.Pces like ran.d.14~ zoaws or fr1'-'"ldo' house to rea4 the 

newspeper oecnaa1>llel1y or dail¥• ·zh\la the totel !'lovapnpe 

::end.i!l& public ea.y be put c.t 61. aaoas the !l03•8U.bacri.bel's 

readers 22 were tr«:l coc, 11 from .t.c' n.nd cne troa :;c;6. 
~!be India'l l~otitute ot ma3a co=WlJ.catS.o'l (i:ad8Yt 

t97t) s1e:ed e:1 ov~ .. o:rtu'lity &.tri."lS the 1991 • ~rl1mumtcry 

·1ect1o1.a to make n stne\Y ot OACIJ()sure to 1>oli tical 

co:.:tat"ll<mt1ol 1'l m Ia41an Y1lle.ge ot fZnrye.o.n .:tato t~1th 

populet1-l3 ot ebol.lt ocoo. · t.pproximr tal¥ 4 ,rsoo vot .:rs tome4 

tho totlus. ct the atu.cSY locmte4 1.'1 tbe .;a.aar .... · tlar~e'ltnJ:~y 

C0'1St1tu.ncy 1~ !~tll'ya"le :;tate. A s,.,•ple of 09 voters 

oeleeto4 o~ tho bnsie·ot ~trat1tied ~duD so~pl1~& p!04ucedu• 

to cover the major cnate, eduoeticn, age art4 au cate&oi'iea 

were 1nte1'Yieva4 to fi 'ld aut tbe chauel• tnro"Sh ;~ ntch the 

viUe.gers tira' rece1Yt.td 1:tto:tmEttiv"l ebout perUtuw8!1tarJ 

eled1Mt regnN111g the ...... ot the l1k.eJ.1 eo!lteatorat f~ 

~be zaaaAr CO"Ut1tu~cy, tua1 .. paJ.~Y n.ttiliatio.'lt the 

PZ'OcU·•••• ot these pPrtiea 844 elect101\ e)"laltola. ~able 

tG gives a bl'iet 4escr1pt1.Jl ot llewapa"·•n a~or1bera b 

1. LC • ~i~k Com~~it¥• 

5• ;iC • .;mall COIIIlUlity. 
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V..e"lclhotl. ~be Sur'f'&Y ravoole4 tbat noa.e ot tbe newspaper 

ware aubscr1be4 to by the lowttr cnstea, !10~ was tb.e ~Ul:ibft 

of rer:.de11 per 'lewa~per very lt';r&•• Clea~11t therefore, 

we ce~ cO'lelUde from tbese surve,-a tbOt the a&te-tt ot 

uposu.reto '1ewspapen ia sroo.tJ..:; JJ.rr.1ted 11 the ri.U'C:"J. nnaa. 
' . 

O:l the •hole, th1o sppen::a qtd.to U:'!l4ersttt·u.Sable in View ot 

tbe fact that literacy la low 13 tbe :ural areas. 

1Q 

iu6Cn.Lera • dnate i~e 
r-. 

'To. oi 
rl.eadel 

r, t1o"l&1 :::lSliab Doily li'Aibe-Jaa BraJJd.a 61 0 
r:ternld ( :~ilftrptrlch) 

~be ft • aon. ;a.ch - - 11 
Jribu::ae ,;cbool Ha"1.dbot1 

til "llUSta'l'l Jil<U. • • - - ' . 1 1:1\lStn'l ~11"141 • tunecU.c - - s 
48p1tal 

~Iil4WJtll!l li.il'ldi It Jhantl Ju 3~ ' :JwnNp 

i"J:ntap tird\l • .Jbl&a tel ~ua 31 
1-'U."lch 

.;arya1a ~elk D11a Ju !>.:ebmia '' 0 
Fztom ;.tobtak Urdu ::leeklJ ( ~pi.lt'lcUeJat 

.~'fltretar; 

::io~e• : .. ;. :/cdnv1 19'71tt0 
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.~he J~L:l SU.NG.V 10?1 ~lsO C3llOOta4 Jr:tn 01 U4pO!lUl."8 to 

~aio (<nl1 V.i.v1db ... ;.:'"':.."!"'t1 n:td ~~r dlo cay.Lo1e) -'e.blo t"' ~.QwS 

the e:qJoJ\U'e to radio ViV1db l:~lt'rti ( r'll;;t) f'l~tl _;.r-ltio c.:a~ lCT.le 

b1 ut~t•• It abowa t~At o~t ot tho t~t~l ~uwbor ot ~,ao,oo,ooo 

37 

I Viv14b :.-1l..'"lmt1 I .~rclio ro~ lo1e 
t • 

!lelbi I 
I 

._;U.'lJCbl 
<I ''·3 '·3 ~:f.'ryn'1al 

I u,v. I 

~nJ~~tutbe.t'l a.e 4.3 

Ui:h.zt Pra4eab &.7 4.1 

'T olth ZOtle s.a 4.9 

~.. ... 11.0 10.9 

t'<i~ ... 8.1 '·' Or1aea e.G Gel 

'4• S.pl 22.3 to.e 
3rtst ZOQe 13.1 a.a 

COQtcl.. ••• · 



Gll3Prttt 

!·!..,d,hfn l;!"ndesh 

~ldhro ~·radesb 

t~o~.la 

Hysora 

ram11 'T::da 

Jouth ::or.&• 

All I"l41a 

Aetw\1 'To ~pOSG4 

I 

' 
VIvln.~ 1";·~, 1 '~I t t u .. l Jj -· ~~ ..... 

14.'1 

u>.o 
10.1 

t4.0 

a., 
::!t.?' 

12.0 

tn.o 
12.9 

• 

'·8 
32.2 

12.0 

''·' 
14.3 

4,30,oo,ooo (13.3 per cMt) ue apoae4 to V1v14h Bba.rat1 aa4 

3,ao,oo,ooo (9.9 P•~ camt) to :adio ce11~•• ~poa~ to 

Vi v1db Bbenl ls almost ua11'orm 1~ all the ao:1ea exceilt the 

!lorth. -~xPoaure to radio Coyl~• le h1~st i!l the ~;outb na4 

Jest mn••• 



·• A 01.} 

A survE!f of radio l4stEtJing con~etttd by a ~onthly 

PUblie Opinion· SUl'VI!Y in 1957 in Madras - by n~ .. me~s a backward 

state - had revealed that. more t.h~ half the Urbarl popul atton 

never 11stEt1ed to raCilo. A succeeding survey earrt ed out in 

1971 remrded a steadY rise in radio dld1 f!f1 ee evt11 in small to'-" 

(65 per eEJ2t) 111d rural areas (56 per etnt). !n metropolit2fl 

e1 tl es radio listening was almost un1 versat. TePle l8 shows 

the growth of the radio auel~ee flt)m 19Eo-1973. 

'l'A§E ~ 

GtQKift Of RADIO ellmmg 19f.oa197~ 

All India Urbcfl M etropoli t_, 9n all 
atr 'lb~• 

L1st4f'J 19Eo 1962 1967-1970 1971 
to 
Radio 

Yea 74 79 98- 96 66 

No 26 21 2- 4 34 

'lbtal 100 100 100 lOo 

scureet I.l.P.O., Novenber 1973tblue su ppl tfft tJl t. 

Rural M etropol 
t~ tan
dUes-

1971 1973 

51 92 

49 e 

100 ~ 



2he aurvey CO':'l1ucto1 b:; tho i,:o1~bly r \lblio J~·2•t10l 

~u1•rtorly 1'1 l9'10t co·1f'ir~od -tba 3Ul.'VvY f1 tll13 of l9G9 tbnt 

96 par C0"\1: of l1 tJ:rt.J Ja~iatr.lt.J l1:Jt·.J~l~.l to .rniio. ~bia 

1'1,;ura i"lCl.u.laJ 7 par COlt .JUO \114 tot ~w1 t"! ca.Ao :.set, C.'ld 

nccor .11'.1.; to aurvs;t ot Tove! ... usr 1973 o l.e.y o~o i'l. ei,.;bt 

bouleholds J11 lOt u.r ~ve n .rc:Jio uet. Ill l..ltJbe:~ Old i..Uck'lOV 1 

the p~oportiol :>~ n~:l•Otlr'lOt-o waa b1Uhur 010 .;1xtl1 MJ o:1e 

fourth .o.·aapoot1v;.;l1• 'liJO.O'l 66 par ceat soem to i.ia core 

ro,;ultt.r l1ste1er thtt'l. me3 58 per cu~t. lb ... pntt~Jm of 

l13te=t1'lt; of pewit hllars 1a s.t.m1lr~ to thtt.t obsarvJd 1~ 

enrl1er eurva1a, 1~or it 1o :letarrJ111ol bt leiuure hours whicb 

br:.vv ,ot ohA.lJed. t. J..t).,.~O l•ropo.::tlo 1 listo''l L..at~JGO"l ? to 

0 tt:J (42 p::r CO'lt) f~J.l0Wt)d by ~ t:> 9 /!; (32 t,\.Jr CO"lt). In 

~he av<J11 'lJ 9 to 10 PH o.re po~;: 11.JtO"l1l& llJur3 ( ea pQr cent) 

tbou...;h OYS'li'l..; lioto'\l 'l') h.>JJ.ZOS 11 til • two p .eceedi:~,; 

iloUr,3 (4'1 p:1: co'\t) botweO!l 7 to e ~;M ee11not bo .:;.•osn:datl 

f\J "\3ol1J1blG. ~nblo 19 shows the l.iste"li lG hou.1'.J o1· 

rn11o i'l five Ul}~rop)lits• Cities. 

C1ty.v1av1 i"l Ctlleutta a l~:ae i'ro!.o.ctiJ~ (53 por cu!lt) 

l1r.ft&~ to tha :.:ndio botwe·t~ 7 to 8 AM ru:te.t' 41tlillb t1c.a radio 

~c.tlii~ce iecl130iJ drti.tttically (10 pe~ cent). ..:~ Hadras too 

a decllne betwe\11 8 to 9 I!.M 1u ob..)eft'e4, tho~b it 1-l not 

10 stHp (07 pe.t Ctnt to 35 per C&'lt)e I!l wlhi P'ld. i.Uok;lOW t 

01 tlw otb!JI' ha,J, tb1a pn~ ';~I' 1 1:J cevlJr .JeJ. ~hor-J, 11aterli!'lC 

ln nenv1er betwe" 8 to o AH tba1. 1~ the p.reeea.U.!16 h·Jura. 



'{< 
! 

t} 6 

A~~ ALi.A~ ~ i~.;:.; J.iV lO 
tWLB 12 

JSUALL Y ~I 82 ~ ro aAlHO Pit OG ltJu\lli"lE 

lJOIWAY ~ALCUT~A lJELHI MA~ .. as LuCieN O-w "lO·l'Al 

' ~ ~ :: . ·: :~ 2 : :: () 

5 a.m to 6 a.m. 1 1 2 ' 1 
b a.m.to 7 a.m. 14 20 9 2$ 9 16 
7 a.m. to a a.m. 39 62 28 57 40 46 
1J a.m. to 9 a.m. 46 22 52 40 57 41 
) a.m. to 1) a.m. 33 22 35 '5 34 34 
:') a.m. t.:> 11 a.m. 25 12 21 ,, 10 17 
1 a.m. to 12 noon 39 10 30 21 19 2& 
2 noon to 1 p.m. 37 42 22 4~ 20 34 
1 o.m. to 2 p.m. 2d 79 29 2~ 37 40 
2 n.m. to 3 p.m. 35 61 40 '' 47 43 
~ n.m. to 4 p.m. 12 14 10 49 8 20 
f.. p.m. to 5 ?•:i• 5 /, 4 24 1 8 
; p.m. to 6 p.m. 13 8 ::; 28 ~2 12 
r to 7 p.m. 24 15 12 30 ·.<1 19 ) ·o.m. 
7 p.m. to a :.:l.m. 32 51 22 51 J1 39 

' p.m • to 9 p.m. 43 24 47 59 67 !5 
• p.m. to 10 p.:.n. 47 67 50 58 70 57 
) p.m. to 11 u.m. 30 6'3 23 24 20 34 

p.m. to r=lidn1ght a 2 2 ~ 1 3 
, not listen on Junday 17 3 7 l 12 8 • 

Base X X J X X 

At wilAr :r Ii•l.iS u 0 Yu 1IU.2 R-t iC .~A.i.;lO P l~OG iiA:·i :.;33 ;.J WO ,,!{IN G l.AJS 

a.a.. to 6 a.o. 1 2 ' 1 1 
a.m. to 7 a • .n. 10 17 8 25 6 15 
a.m. to a a.m. ' 36 ?3 26 57 34 42 
a.m. to 3 a.c.. 3d 10 41 35 47 32 
a.m. to 1) a.m. 19 ti 18 '32 24 20 
a.m. to 11 a.m. 10 3 7 4 3 6 
a.m. to 12 noon 17 4 a 5 4 8 
noon to 1 p.m. 14 12 6 9 6 1'J 
p.m. to 2 p.m. 1 24 1 1 1' 14 14 
p.m. to 3 iJ.m. 13 15 12 14 17 11 

~ontd •••••• 
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3 p.m. to 4 p.m. .- 2 4 2 3 4 u 
4 p.m. to 5 p.::a. 2 2 2 a 3 
;(p.m. to o p.m. 10 3 3 20 2 8 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 1J 9 7 28 d 15 
7 p.m. to a p.m. 31 51 20 51 28 38 
a p.m. to 9 p.m. 46 22 53 61 1 5 47 
1 p.m. to 10 p.m. 47 53 60 54 17 5'5 

1J p.m. to 1 1 p.:n. 30 5J 24 22 17 32 
1 1 p.m. to .:t: idnit.·~ t 6 1 2 2 2 
uO not lieten on work-
ing daya 11 J 10 4 12 1 

Sources I.I.P.O., Nov 7JaVIIl 



2be 

~it:l·wl~o r,lf'~!t~io of 1et~tu.re p1tJ~.::~~:.t,lc .::.» suowo ~bat 

~l~:.n~.J nro l;.;~~ ..;!J:trt f~s 1'3 ~.Lcuttn r:"lJ :._ J .... bc.;..· (43 per 

e(Ut) tbol il P!lhi (16 par co-~f:) rr1d ~:nl:zr: . .; (:..2 p .. ~ cnt). 

P ~~ofOritlCO ,\':):' l'l.lin·l Cl.nJ Ji .. :ior.l. t..U:JiC 1.,; ilJ, )lJ :; t i'l :1a:,l.rrl iii 

<•~~ per OtJ'lt) r 1J lowe:Jt il .>olhi (l;.> por LC'lt) c-1J. CtllCt!~tn 

(25 pe.r C'-'1.t). to:.::.bay lenJ.; o';h r cit1o:J .. ~:.! it:J li~i 1c.,; 

obaerv<;Jd 11 w~e1 1 Z p~~~rn~~~• 1 'l tue cit~-. ~able ;JO shows 

tile pnttar·l or iJ~6~& preteL"&t"J.ce. 

1970 b.~:it~tS .:>at ~~oo .:tit1'a~e'tcu 11. th:l cJ·tte:lt or media tor 

tuoaa expo:..ed tv o~."t:dio J.ista·ti"l...;. o~ the bnsis at aouinl 

va~1abl·ll3• lt inll:1ta Qi.lti thnt p.ref.)&e:r;tCe for t.rtlt.;S a'ld 

d1scue31.ll:t n"ld, l:.J0.\.1 "4icr 1 cocaue"lt~Yd.as iJ cu tfi:)GJ. it> . .tiely 

to tbe t.ll1vere1ty e~::ttod. tb<> .. t Qilo 1·1ttb oi: tho U..'liV~ra1t1 

ocl\lontcd li ... rtd1.1 ... 'J t'"ld. 018 auth le.s~ aille· t -d .i;;~ • ...;'len 



H9 

-!9.7.Q "' 'ttJ.i%._. I . J.22~ !i'Zropo- •a .;~t.lre t-:;tropOli tn.."'l 
litM. ..!Otlr.l8 City 
Clty 

Taws Eullotll 86 S5 85 as 

3por~a "tevJ so 14 " 33 

I~dinn Clons1cal 
r~:uJ1c 2? 21 16 29 

I.:tJ1a!'l FS.lm I~ua1c 73 ?1 71 ta 
:1o at en ropul~r 
l·tus1c 22 -J l 13 

Ploys 56 46 34 64 

folks ~ ;)i!)CWJ.J10lS 21 19 17 ca 
.. lome:~ • a V:oogl'f'-l4m93 14 1:ll u 06 

rol1t1oal Co~'lltc,r.v 20 20 ~ 26 

.lCif.t.lee ~~ ro.;t:fi.Wlle u s •• 1' 
V:u~iet,y I)ro .:;raaae 24 25 26 3S 

source: IIPO, 1ovcber 19'3• 

preferred these features. Probably this implies that le~s 

ed-.t.o~tted people ~v-j avors1o:1 to aeriJWi pro,l't'mmes Md 

they voul1 rnthur opt !or more ~tertei~~~t. ~othe~ 

13ter•st1'2i a1deJ.1&ht provi:ie~ by tile ltll'¥'81 1a a ..;z:e;:ter 

I 
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p.:ei'ar&"lae (20 t-rJr O\l'lt) tor ~~~~~"" 1 s 1::.:J,.;rt ;,;.mo r~0.1.J br.ra 

11 terates. ~"he t.l1Vc!"a1ty \;ducr~tej w~~ (10 per cnt) 

by co"ltrast so,;~ t~ fi1d tbuso proorruwnes or little 

11\t."'rest. z;'1lm muGia .ra"lk8 bi.;her (BG por c&.tt) tutn oVO'l 

'leliS bulletl"lS ('15 por Celt ) e.m~::tg thoi3e bolo"l.):l~ to 

:ts. 150/• i:~.come :...r ). P• .Cha umne phe"l\A;>tUOl 13 ob:.torve4 

1 1 the en:J9 of WO:.U9'1 l't"\ll tbo;JG bolotl)ilil to the .vot.n~or 

:,;e"lern.titH. 2nbl.e ~1 t,;1vea C'• pictura of pr;)gt""'l;;.;..·e prei'aren.ce 

~-~Col"J.l!l~ to d1f1't!ro,lt aoeic• varlnbJ.o. 

Yajovt J staJ.y aJ..;o covot\1J tue 5.-.t>:>blta oi' w:poau.ro 

~~ _-adio l1n·;e'l11,., 1 except .;unt lao ... trta ~cro l1t;J.tod 

to rnd.io UGte'li:tJ duri l~ a.1..eat1o"\ twe. .:~.iio utu.dy sh~wn 

uo3t of tbe md1o:J tiJCN Ow:lGd by hiwhar c::natea. ,·Jiio'lg tho 

lower ~'1a~J.J• &.llU.'iJtt"l:l nac.>u'lted tor '16 !Ju ... • c~o·nt Old the other 

lower ~nst~s lO •. f-!:3 ;;or Co'lt &nt>lf.; tbe rNiio o-v1er::. • 

.tbo'-lt o·to tl•ird ot• tbO r~;;l4.<0!\Jetto 3ove~ .:.1st ~'led to 

... ·ttdio brondct"<sts . .tt.u:1'l~ tha oleetl.3l ~"li £~b:>>4t ~no ":hird ot 

tbe ra1po 11nts l1JtJ'1:~J to c· ,uo ,t.;ro.:,;~~aum'31 ·accna1.;)1nlly. 

1}1ly 0'\9 t Ju.rth Of the:r~ lioif; :, \ft.J to J:'f\,.110 t·.· lPJOELi't8 N6Ulr~rlJ• 

:'hus cnta.-J medJ.r;, wGr9 of le;:use.:.· ai,'l1f1c&!'lce 1~ ro~J·rd to 

edu.enti'lJ .,•espOl·1n-ts. l;'aUi1l.i' u"Jm&..e.:::;, ruti.;;llbilu.rs n"l..j fr1<lftda 

\Jie!'9 the IDOS t 1mporttr:tt o;JU~'CCS Of Sl&Cti:Yl i1.fOmr>ti'l1. 

followed by publl~ m ;e~i'l&.J nn·i p~rtJ 1J~0 4•f'.._/'' 1Jr;. J()wever1 

comprt!'A~1V.d.J Jj..tOAkil,~ pGt'.JJlS bG.Lt>lo.i.l~ t.J bi~h;J,r Ct•st.tJ 
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ZAIH 21 

IB ~ENERAL wHAT KlhD OF RADIO l'RO~·lMBS DO YOU LIKE TO LISTD 

ho. or Hews ;;porta Indian illd ian Vest- plays f8lk8 Women's Poli- bOi,:!DC8 Variety Any other 
respon- bu- prog- Clan-s 1- t ila era & dis- progra- tical .P:rogra- Progra- .Programme 
dents lle- ramme cal music pop;;.- cusc- mmes OO!l'D- mila mme 

tine MU.FliC lar ions enter.; 
1'1U81C 

~ ~ ~ I 5 r; 2 &· ~ E: ~~ II :: 13 : 
Sex 

Male 1368 92 39 28 74 13 59 " 9 32 ~9 29 6 

.Pemale 690 18 20 28 85 1' .,., 24 61 14 11 38 5 
~9tii: @Sa @ '~ : Zi :: 7§ • u :u 2§dll 11 26: 26 17 ~' : § :: 

Aa• 
21 to 35 1150 84 36 25 89 17 69 26 28 25 19 5 

y.;;~ars 

:56 to 50 632 92 '1 '2 75 10 64 29 21 14 '2 8 
years 

Abtve 50 years 276 90 23 36 39 1 42 32 17 , 29 14 25 7 

~obi i25a ~a :2~ ~i 2~ 13 g ~~ 
I 

~6' ~§ i7 ~! 2 : 
B4ucat1on 

Primary or lees 206 78 19 30 19 7 50 16 41 17 9 18 5 

aome aeco n4ary .,l. 86 23 2' 82 6 64 18 41 20 10 29 6 

socond8.J.7 comp-
leted or some 756 a a )5 30 79 l.4 69 29 22 26 l7 '9 4 
Un1vere1ty 
University degree 
or core 665 90 41 '0 71 19 62 ~ '5 17 ,. 24 32 1 

Total 2058 00 '' 29 78 1' 64 26 26 26 17 " 6 

contd •••••• 



1 2 ' 4 5 6 1 8 9 to 11 12 tJ 

DOOM& (llonthly 
1n as.) 

Upto 150 49 76 25 39 86 16 61 t8 16 '' t6 ta 2 
151to lOO 224 88 29 32 at 9 58 23 27 29 ,, 29 4 
301 to 500 493 86 '' 26 11 11 67 25 25 22 15 '' 8 
501 to 750 416 89 36 28 eo 1t 70 28 29 26 17 '' 5 
751 to 1000 ,,, B1 '' 31 14 17 61 ,, 21 30 te 35 ' above 1000 425 87 32 29 73 17 66 32 24 29 18 '' 8 
Refusal eo 85 ,, 24 75 19 54 23 30 20 23 ;,o ' [' 

I • • '8 . ,, 
" 28 26 2li 17 D 6 total 2058 88 '' 29 

OI!Y 
Boaba.y 429 at 43 41 at 20 59 45 47 41 29, 46 1 
Calcutta 488 94 56 25 ,, 12 n '2 26 ,, 28 35 ,, 
Delhi 463 B1 16 10 81 6 54 ,, 20 ,, 

' 15 ' Madra& 475 82 22 43 ?5 20 62 25 14 23 '' " t 
Luclmov 203 94 20 20 79 4 63 20 23 22. 9 te ' 

Total. 2058 88 '' 29 18 ,, 28 26 26 t7 '' 6 

Source; t.t PO, Bov. 1973 1 IX 
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+:hr~u.;b ~dio thn'l ~bo lower c1'st ::D e'lJ Ln:t·i~t't~ c·1·1 1111· 

tern.ta., ~eJ~'l'ldntJ enfle t.> :: 1~w flbout 1 +; ~a11.1.y thr.)ut;h 

pnr+;y .•ropn:;r'\dn 1 !t1'13t:J.J3 C'l.:i t'rie-1'111. 

lhe atuey eJ.co br~·t.;~ .J .... t the diffett:J:'lco t 1:=;o1e those 

uho li.Jt-.nod t;;) tile ~1lo :luCi16 U'lJ&.L.l.'l~ ~or1od re~o·orJi·1.; 

to aoc1E:<l voJ.~ial:J.o. V;.trS.)l8 .!.ia?;e11'l~ to ';lle ~~3.io beJ.o1.ged 

e~u.'lllJ t:> tnr:.;e 041e .;r;>ulJ J.t' ".:bo .YOtUIJ ~·~spo:~l&.'lts; 10 per 

C&l t did 10t li.Jto~t to rn.liJ eVO'l o l\!G, but tho !1.0 1-listeners 

i'l r.be w1_.1Jl:: n.,;,e b.t"oup we.t"~ 45 }JJr C&lt n:tJ tb\: oJ.d n~e 

~:o..Lp 50~35 p:u.• Otht. 0:1e out ot ovory i1va old persons 

(20 per ce'lt) wna tta•ul~r 11 l1sten1 1.; to tho ,adio. lhtb 

1~ tho m1JdLe n~1 old ~~e ~rJup, the ~~bor ot por~o1s 

l13ttl'l1l;;; 1:0 the r:'dio occa~al.l1ally was bigber tnn~ re~ul~~ 

l13tee'lf!rs. ~hu.a, a,e WPS 'lOt s1&~1£1cA"ltl.V relf'!ted •1tb 

radio lia ~8'1.1'1,.;: pntt ·lrl o1· the roapo'tde:t t. ·.r~tble ~2 shov• 

the exposure ~o radio b~ ace. 

,,. 
YOU"li 

Y.J.ddle 

Old 

~GtP.l 

'l!~l.ui &a 
~tAtwJwii ~~ .>tw:o u~ AGI:i 

. te&uJ.nr oocasio1al 1ever 

5 4 l 
60.00 40.00 J.O.OU 
c ., 10 

a2.?a 31.82 4&.45 

" 6 ll 
19.03 ~8.6'1 ~.3B 

14 17 :.a2 
26.41 32.88 41.5l 

~otal 

10 
lB. a? 

22 

' 
41.51 
21 
39.62 

53 
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Jtnong the unedUcated rqspondents about 52 per cert 

were never exposed to radio clld no marke" c!ifference was 

visible in the d1 strib.J tion o f p ariro a!!Y ell d m 1 c!dl e e~ cation at 

respondents in three eateg:,ries of media listEfJers. Of the 

persons listftlino to radio re911 al'lY* 36 per ce~~t hed 

higher e41eat.ion and 20 per cent were unet}l cated. Tti:>l e 23 

g1 ves fill acmunt of this. 

T!,a.E 2~ 

i2EQ:P3: f! PJ ~ !li.Q [t! D mJ C;fiON 

Regular occasional Never. 

Une&tcated • e 13 
16.oo 32.00 52.00 

Primaz:y 2 • 3 
22.22 ••• 44 33.33 

Middle 3 3 • lo.3o :t\Jo 40.('1('1 

High School 3 2 1 
So.Jo 33.33 16.66 

Cbllege 2 0 1 
Eo. 6"1 - 33.33 

'Ibtal 17 22 
32. Ee 41. se 

x'- • 7. 31, df e N s 

sou rees J. s. Yadavar 1971• 70 • 

25 
47.17 

9 
16.98 

10 
tP.e7 

6 
11.32 

3 
s.66 

53 

.Anong the re~lar .rad occasional. listt!l')~s the nunber 

of persona belonging to the hi9her caste was higher as 
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CXllTipared to those of the lower caste crld the Harij an 

respondEJ'lts. The percentage of persons who were never 

exposed to. radio was comparati Vel.Y higher in case of lower 

castes ( 66• 66 per cent) e11 d Had.j ans (59 .95 per eent). at t 

difference in the listening pattem on the basis of the 

caste of the respondEnt was statl.stically not siC}:li fieaf:lt. 

Table 24 brings this out. 

T;.,a,.~ 24 

§XfQ.!VRR -~ CA§TE ll:!p RADIO 

Caste Re91l ar Occasional· - Never---·-- ~t:el---

11 91 7 29 
lfi gher 37.84 37.84 24.32 54.72 

1 2 6 9 
Lower 11.11 22.22 66.66 16.99·--

3 4 9 15 
Harij an 13.32 26.67 6o.oo 28;,30 

14 97 22 53 
'lbtal 26.41 32.08 41.51 

df 4 NS 

source 1 J. s. Y adav, 1971 

Yadav• s s'b.ld.( found that rural listeners easilY 

registered speetaeul ax- news. Of murse, factors like 

edleatl.on, infomation level base and interest of listEners 

had si 9'11 f1 eant bearing upon the oomprehtrl sion, registration 

cj'ld retEJ'ltt.on of partieular news itans. The listeJ'ler generally 



picked up the main point of sEnsation a1 newa in the news 

broadcast while most of the details and otht.C news itffl'ls 

were lost to thErD. Within a short span of Ume the news 

spread to the vhol e mrrmuni 'tv. 

Atal' s studY (1971) of three mmmunities in a 

westem df.strt et. in the state of Uttar Pradesh fbund that 

of the 52 persons in the ssnpl e rou ghty 25 per e~ t ot41ed 

radlo receivers. Of these 45 were 1nhab1t.f'lts of co c 

and 7 of L C. No one fzt:Jm s c o\\t'led a ratio. 

S?reOWRR tO gNFM A 

The ORG au r.vf!f/ al so c:oll eet.ed in fb rm ation on 

exposure to the d.nsna. The data on the exposure to dnmta 

mmp11 ed by the sur"'ey are set out in 'l'B:lle 2S. l't shows 

that out of a total number of 32. to.~ 10.4 per ef;flt are 

exposed to cinena. Exposure to d.nena is highPst 1n 

the 9:>u th zone. The impo rtan ee of d.n sna in south zon P b:» th 

form~ tJ~d womtl'l are trenEJ'ldous. ,.eble 26 brings this out. 

Atal (1971) had taken ~ account of expomre to 

clnsna of the three comnun:l ttes in a western dl s1:r1et in 

the state of Uttar Pradesh. The respond tiP~ ~re asked whether 

theY have sefl) t!IJY moVie in the pest three men ths. Desp1 t.e 

the cinema Hall ai tu at~ in co ~ fe people about (57 per ~ t 

fxan th41 ccrnrnun1 tv did not see t1JY pictures dlring the 



:>elb:L, fUlJnb, 
:a~~stba"l 

utt!"::r r ~"Alesb 
lortb 7..o1.e 

... 

-----------------------------------------------
Aa~ 21.~ 
Eih~r 9.3 
Ur1a3c 9.? 
J. LOlgnl 31.5 
~~=- ~-3 
-----------------------------------------~----Ju3cret 17.:.:: 
t:a.Jll;/o ~~ ... -ndesll l3.u 
l:Shr--·r-ailt:rn i!5.l 
:;a$t :·Jle J:J.4 

--------------------~-------------------------f.llbra P ~daSh 3~.0 
r:arr J.a 4tl. 5 
::yaore u~.4 
:.?a..,11 !aiu 4:>.4 
~~~u 2'"~'" ft sA o 

.. ---··-------------------------·• ...... 

Freas v .oofu~·e, ti .Jt>dio Ce;,.l.OlO 
t~ l? "~ F ll F ... ·~ . .. .....,._ & Ml IJ 

"forth 9.~ 2.7 10.2 6.3 5.7 4.0 

;~at 21.6 '7.0 1'7.5 1.1e4 11.6 &.e 
NGst OOel ?.4 l7.? 10.2 15.7 4.0 
Jo .. ~n 2'7.0 l.le2 15.? 10.~ 1'7.0 J..O.~ 

tJ.l ldal9.6 ?.o 15.2 a.e .w.4 '·3 
-:o. ot 
n1\Ut8 3l.G l.Le4 24·' l4.4 20.~ :.;o.o 
lJ- 16.9 '·' J.l·' s.5 9.4 6,6 

\ J."t.? 3.7 13.0 5.9 l'J.B 5.4 .. 
. JOUf'-!81 ORU, 19'7ltl9 • 
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C11eaa 
'' F u 

I 1 II I ..... 
11.9 &.1 

:aa.s ~.o 

24.5 1.2.4 
~-l4eU 28.4 
!..!&.3 14.3 

42.0 24.8 

l'~.g ~., 

J3.b ll.3 
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perio:l lr.lier refa>."'&!lee. 2be .'\UL!.ber oi' peoplo who bRd. 10t 

see:1 C."lf picture wr:.s atn:.t1ntl1 high 11 LC Md ot1J.l h1i>ber 

11 JC (51 ou1: of 65.' 1"' r..c n~u 28 oat o.t' 3...s i 1 ~C) • 

n :.;t>erdJ.,g the expooure t~ ~ ~' l.ov1s.~.o., ~o L.Ll India 

ourvey is avnilnble. lf we teka i'lto e.ccouat tno n~ber 

of tJce1ver lice~oe, 1t does not toll ua o£ tbo pur ce~t~~e 

of viowar:J ea O:lO ~V aot is Viuwed by ~,~'lY tut the 

approXimate eot~nte 10 th~t o~e ~v oat toth pr1vntely 

o•:ted a3i c~1.tu ty set 1~ viewed bY nbou.t 10 t~eQiJlo. 

Accorjl'lS to IJ.1l1S!lCG .lesecrcb \Jut, :>911:,11 Ja·1ua.rv, 19'16 1 

thore i~Gl"J 405 ~V sets p-.il" 10,0,0 p3r&o'te 1'1 ;)~lbi 8'rea 

O'll.J• 

Jt the totnl members ot ~v fem1l1es, youtb (ll-28 

yenra) a1td chil-lr«l (below 15 J'GBrl) co'tst1 tute 2& li•tt 

cent encb. ' out of 3ver¥ 10 ~V 1'011Uly bela!\.; to ll.,-per 

middle an.(l m1 i.il.e clao~ 1"l :.A1 :&.hi. vi· the to~a.l. u~bera, •• 

third f' re &md.uate ana hi&bl¥ qua..t1t1od wbJ.le O:\G t1tth 

are diplome bolda~s/aducot~~ upto hi&ber aec~ndnrt level. 

3;& per certt of tba to&;l-ll mcbers are •o«11.bt 23 por oeat 

bo•sew1V<J8 an.d 3~ per oe-at. atu4Mts. 51 JJer Cu;tt ot ~V 

households have monthl1 1~co.• upto 1500/- w1ule othora 



79 

baJ.o-1.;i"lJ tO bifibt:Z i lCOii1l t;t"GU'[.)S• 6B p:tC Cant :)f ~V 

tPulili~s o.n e il:>use, 44 p'flr ca'lt e ... ·a .U.vi 1:;; 11 .:entad 

b.ou.J.e/Jovt. acc:>w:;o:lr.tlo.l fl.'ld the re.Jt 1.J. l p~r c~t 

l.lnvo t"C\f,UirG.l thJ bU\1.30 11 utce L .. u.t'Ctli.'~H~ tlao.f.s. ? ou.t ot' 

evac;,· 10 zv fru:..1l.1ea lmve th.r.:t.: o~ ,.o::e llvi'lu r:JOUo. 

:re:dmu:, :11.1 ... be.c o~: .~.•·v i"C'.:...ilios subacr11Je to n.o~J. f'lJGrs 

('19 ~,>f)r e~t) ft1:l oo.;e.z1~os (56 pa1· c.-:nt) 1'1 .::\~ ... i~b. Liild1 

rulwspe.per C!ld ma~P.Zil~a e.~o subscrJ.bed 1)~ J6 ~o~: cm~t ttnd 

40 per ca~t r~;JpoctivalJ;'• 2~bJ.o ~? ohuwe the soc1o-eco·tom1c 

!JiJD!JU.S oi' J 'l.b1 lV ll:Ju3ohol:ls. 

Upper 

Upper Middle 

Middle 

Low ar >a. .LUe 

~h:Jce i:;S 1:> rtxad tic.c ot tWli'l~ to l!V 1:1 s o\.lt 

or Gvsry 10 ~v h~~es. 

~v ls s·Jfn .:.·()~;ultu."l¥ bx 04 11er c~t, .t~qu.4tltl.f by 

25 pur c.:!'lt, occas.~lo·lally by 17 ~~er ca1,' MJ rnrely ty 



3 por crnt 11 J:JJ.hi. l:.verr .,e Je.ily v1ew11.~ llas be&.t 

worttGJ out 66 por c~t. It is maxit:.alw on Ju."\dny (UOper CEilt) 

whG!l teo.tura t1lu 1'1 .tii1di is show!! G:ld u.111t:.tun on lu.esdny 

(48 p:.;r c~t). ilewB@cr in &.&ore popular tilp.n DIJW'-l tgsku;. 

On a"l ev3rt'.l69 day • 3amnob.nJ."' end • teuo-1oda:, ' are viewed 

by 38 ~d 16 p3r cant respectively. ~nbla 28 givas the 

popularity ot oomo or the progrcme. 

·Chis ..;iV!.JS the pattel"'l of the exposure to !'.ass 

Hodia thl'ou~h soma of the otud1es. UT.J3CJ bas s~gested 

a ynrdst1ek b7 which to me~sure the sut11c1~cy or 

irtsufficiO"lcy of mass commu'11cat1ot tecil1t1es 1!1 the 

developiac e::>u:J.tries. As B!l immo~ate tc.:c:t the ot>gan1-
I 

ZP.tio"l snys, evar1 cou1try should aim to provide tor every 

100 ot its 1~a.b1 ta'\ts, teo copies or dail;l rtews;mper, five 

radio ~eceivers, two c11.ema aeats aad t•o televis1o"l 

receivers. 

JucS&ing from this yardstick, IaJie. is etill very 

backward so far as developme-:1 t or mtt.;ss media ns cOJDpared to 

other ' .. /estJ.r!l coll.."ltries 1s co~certled. ~X11osure is la.rq.f,8.Y.;.Y 

CO'lCe:ttrP.ted 1n urba'l acaas rathar tmt'l rural areas &'ld tc 

b16her aoc1o-eco3a.ic strata e~d to bi~ber aducated b~~up. 

Jarf:ar Qlatlehal, says thBt 'Indian pre.;s 1u ol1 i;lat &1\d 
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1Jopulnr1 ty 
;; ot viewing 

l>'onture Film 3utldtl¥ 4.30 av.4 
Chitrn .Jaar :1ednesdny a.1s ao.o 
Ploy tlonday a.4o 69.0 

Yaden jo Kucbh 
Yead dohen ~llW:'sday G.~o ea.o 

3porta 1) ,:!v~tG ~ed'lesdfly· 8.45 4? .. 5 

U) l-tagoz1:1es tlU."\4ey a.45 1"1.1 

Youtb Forum F~riday 8.30 28.5 

Ghar Parive~ Juo.dAY ?.so 27.6 

Yuvn r~'lch Cuesder 8.30 26.5 

Ch1ldran•s Fr1daf s.oo aa.G 
Progrnmme .zuesday 6.00 20.5 

Aap Our Hta J!hursda.r 6.4& ~.1 

Mir ~.,r ot the 
world Jetarday ;.15 21.0 

Current At!aJ.zta 
(H13d1) 1-'riday 6.15 17.& 

Perspective F4·1da.f 9.15 16.5 

l.U.d-week Review Wetn.eacta.v v.le 14.5 



met~i'olitatt atu it d:>us :to~ r.;tt~ll eva'l e. wajorit.v of 

tho;e whiJ eM rea41 ( 11o.mo:1 .. !eports, 196'1$26-2'7). 

82 

:t,ow literooy J.evoJ. is o:te or tile rens,Jt1S for this 

n~d readership of n~wspnper is lar~ely reutrictJd by 

theJe CO\Sidert'tio·lo. t:i tb ro..;t>r-J to rt:'dio, c1.1a:nc ~J 

talevisicr.s which· cut ooroos li ~Grt"oy seqLliremoat tho 

exposure in mo ··a thri:l wt th regard to news)oper but 'lOt to 

the sntistoetor.: level wbich mey be accotn.tod. due to low 

eco':lom1c co1di t1Q'l of the people also Q3u l'ldJ.a bas still 

to so a fo.r way ahood. 

Jou...~aliste tbomoelves ca1·10t easilY dc:r~ot"tti1e how 

much ne.4apapor 11fluo:teo the public opi!l10!l or ebn."lge 

tbe ..;ovan:Janta. ~'hat-over ;;urvey ht\a be01 111 I:l.ila 

however suaae3to that at ler:.~t the e.ttet'ltio=l pe.ld b7 the 

public to editorial vieJs i~ the ~aJor papers is still 

flattar1~giy lnr~a. ~bre the pity ~hurotore, tbct L~diam 

!teWspaper seu~;:. to be Pf.\Yi'l& l•sa and leso attG:'ltion to 

strondtbeai~i the editoZiol wr1t1~i a~d staff and 

tle.;leeti!l& tbe1 I.' op1n1cn 1:tdLlc1a& side. · ~he .. ·easott partly 

lies witb ow~era ot newepaper who hove other busi~ess 

1~~erant3 ~lso a~d ~ewapaper are ~ot apec1ally importeat 

as r'~V111.ue gethsr1l'li i'latrumeat ( Sarkar Cbenchnl, ·Tit"1..m0ll 

report, 1961•25 ... 27). If I:1.11an press is to ba truly 

repra3&ttat1 ve of the people 11 street, tbe ~ro•th baa to 
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lie wi tb ~b3 lortJW"'Jo pres a. It doe.s ~ot t...ern tbP.t 

3l1~1s~ papor~ o~~~l~ disnvpanr. Urow~b of l~~~ueso poper 

is tnki·1g plac3 S:'ld growth a"ld expe:'loio::l '>f 1~11an pre~s 

1s 1'l111Vitnblo e·1.d :10 o;te CC.;i hold it bncL;. 
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2here hnve been very few atud1es sbowins the 

~p~ct of mass media on social and political attitudes 

nnd motivntiorts townt'ds Chtl:lS•• All e.ttemvts e.t oommu.:11cat1on. 

f)t:e i'l SEr.lSe experimental o~d. itbetber meaonaes set through 

ana. 1m~mrt the 1'1 tended mea'li~l ls nl.ilays somewhat ~1.CGrtaJ.a. 

l!his la pe.rt1o1Aal'ly tnte ot exper:i.tn«1ts 1!.1 i!ltroducus 

oha!li:•• ~ben caste, status, eduCation cles:; d.11'1~ere'tees 

too have their bearillg O!l the impact created on the 

1!141Vidual. As ~1amt>sb.m,v Hoy ( .. ltlmr!.sbmy Roy, 1973) sug,sesta 

the dittenna soclo eeo1.01n1c bocltgttot.IL'ld hNJ a oracial 

eond1t1cmJ.rtg nti'ect O'l tbo ac~,tuis1t1on ot eertain mental 

an.d social a.tte.inmfftte. some of the atudles wh1ch b.ave 

bee:t tak~ into colsldef!at1oa here (tor example .. tao, 1966. 

I.I.M.c., t067. 1eumth Pal11 11., t962. Kivun, J.oy, 

Fliegal!~ sen, 1968. r-tatbur .:.c., t965. a.amnsbro.y ~~oy, 

19'3 etc.,) show thnt tho ga1n itt k!lo-t~ledge score is more 

r. a a result ot exposure to mass media but eo tar as trial 

· nn4 ndopt1ol1 is c01cened 1t 1a still at a low level. 

Aaoog the fi.vaileble studies deallt'lg spec1t1eell.Y 

with eo-un1cat1ofl ea4 lte "leYal'lce to~ developmeat, -- -~ 

aao•s 41scusatoa ot two villages 1~ Andhn. Pra4eab ia perhap 

tbl 110:.st out,tandin.&• .Rao'• stwty (.tao, ti68) takes two 

v1Uace•• Kotbu.ru M4 Pathur11. 2he tomer is en 1ndust• 

r1al1ata.c village wbU.tt the latter is a notl ... 1ndw.t1'1al1dttc 

v1llqe. Aga1ra., Kothw:u 1s .110re upoat4 to mess mec11a than 

Pathuru. 
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Patburu. .2be information be.se ot the people in Kothw:u 

was tlore up to date regcr<U.ng every dny matters about 

village an4 outside. ~hey displayed a greater decree ot 

awareness O!ld reflected a higher 13C8!1t1 ve tor educat10!'l 

to better the lot of thai• ebildreo. an the other band, 

Pathuru was incape.ble or tumbled of ti!lSWerbg or thinking 

1!l such terms. People ot Kothuru are raoro opt1alst1c 

about future with the e.wnnness o! change whicb baa cse 

tor tbe good to the Village ancl the altemative ebo1ce 

~'l7b1ch bns opthed up before the to better their lot by 

tnk1ng adva~tase ot the opportunities. ~be bnsic difference 

in lt*:\owledge and in perception ot chanae vb1ch •paro.tea 

Kothu~ a~4 Pathuru automaticnl~ separatee thea 1n their 

future ori.entat1on and t.:> tbe1• ab111t7 to •path1H. 

Lntsbaana Hao says, •rhe 110st strtkitl& d1tterertce1 betv ... 

Kotnuru aad Patburu in response to •pat~ quest1one wa 

that Kot~'• reapondenta were better able to aua~est 

specific action proara.me ••••• that ao~ in4uatry Should 

be brol.libt irtto the Yillac•• 1 n1a coUZltet-put 1!1 Pathuru. 

would suggen1 that people' a veltan ab0'-ll.4 be taken ·ca.-e ot 

(Rao, 1086, Pas• ?t). 

li eeeular •4 rational dlnsloo. ot labour based 

on inter .. t aad aptitude rather than birth and caste an4 

more politicAl mot1Y1ty is jeveloping 1n Kothuru Wbile 

Pathuru still baa not been able to coae out ot 1te.lra41t10Qal 

bo:'ldage. I!t ICothUN t~re is freer m1x:1J:la betw.en eUte aa4 



people e!ld people Jbo:4 6tteotJr ne :!d13esa to depfnd for 

~dVise 01 the 1"lformed, the educated n'!cl the qualified 

tbn3 the perso~ who heve ~ze or status os in ?nthuru. 

f .. 3f'i!lt Kothuru1 a peoplo were moee <i1reetly exposed to 
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five yea.r ple.'l' s then Fathuru where tew k~ew that nGri• 

cultural loa~ raoil1t1es, tho Via1t1~g v.t.w nnd compulsory 

nn:l freo primory educatiol'l are all pa.rt oi' tho ti ve year 

pl.nn. -y:"'ble 29 shows the k"'lO'.fledge ot aoverwGl'lt pln.'\8 an4 

at~itudee towards th~ 1~ the two villases. 

t XothUJ:U. 1 PAthuN 
• t 

' 
1es1denta vbo had heard nbout plaaa 

Attitudaa of those vbo had h~ •••• 

Approve tully 

Approve bnlf· 
heazt~y 

Disapprove 

Doo't Knov 

t 

1. 

16 

2 

2 

,, 
s 
8 

6 

0 



~il~ougb a Cot!l1Ja.re.t1ve a1alysis ot tho two V1llngeo, 

ae.o says tbr.t commanicatio!l end developmeQt l1re related 

and inter-action is COlSt&nt and cumulative but nt the 

SP..tne time be points out thnt pnrticul.tu::• develolJI!)Stlt 

orientat1o, 1s 'lot entirely d~e to exposure to mass med1e. 

but because of communtcat1on which inclUdes mass oedia 

as weU as more trnv.al outside ~d gre~ter Uiti"t.lSiOl ot 

inter-pez:s:nal counu.Ucation os well as greater urbnn1zat1on 

and eduentio~. 

f. atucll was U.."l:iertake~ by I .I.J.:.c. (IIICt 196'1) 

to find out the &Grleral impact ot the b1'0adeaot by Fem and 

doae Galls of the AU India Radio o!'l the dittusion ot 

intormntioa about h1Jb y1eld1n& variety ot crop 1G certaio 

seleeted re61ons ot India. l!he clata ve:re aeeuftd 1n M 

Yillaaes ot lliP areas end 392 small, 223 aeUua end 205 

large size clllt1vator$ were 1n.tew1ewed. !be clata were 

gathered 1n Vlllases vhiob were eovered (rete!'red to u 

group A) aad ~ot eOYend ( retir.re4 ~ u gl'Oup B) by the 

Farm and Ho-M Cell p.rog1'9ml.lle. fable 30 brl~s out what 

many perceataae of resp~deats wore aware ot, interested to, 

n~d tried to grow or wanted to ncbpt, hiih 11tld1ng van••r 
ot crop 1!1 group A a'\d Group B tJpe Villaaes. 



l_j G-, HJUt A - Fcv-._""'-~ ·~\ v.·..QJ:.o_ :P"' (_lf\A.O-~ ~'1 I~ 
I+ 1 ~~ F e;...'l-t.w. ~c.l H (J1AAD cUD 

)~ ;-ov-~fp ~ - F W1_..~ in V1 -tL~ neTt Ctrw_h91 

4ourcea liMe, 1967&22 
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From the graph 1 t is ev1dnt that difi'erenee 1:1 Group A 

a"td Group B type ville.ges have !lOt beG'l very wide. 

Po3it1ve replies ceme from 60.87 peroe~t of the total 

srunple; to.oo percent of tbe tamers expressed a aUght 

l1tt1tlg for the pttopoJate& variety ot crop. ".!!he attit'-lde 

ot the lnr6e size eultiyatora uas more favourable. :Che 

~able 31 shows the attitude and the o1ae of cultivated 

land. 

,..jf@,rcl "' 
Ali!iWUPfJ .t §iZE ,OE CVI.1iY6&iD lt~"JD 

Likes Sl1gbttf Likes Doeslnt Like 

lotal 820 
Sample 

10.02 

21.69 

18.SG 

18.05 



£bo fomars mo:o.tione4 vru.·i~us roosona tor llki.'lg 

tbe new verictieat 66.65 per cent 13d1cnted thct they liked 

thee fo~ tboir hi~b y1aldi~g c~racter1st1c. ~bey attr1• 

buted ~he1~ knowledge ot the high yield!~ variety to 

vnriouo sources of 1!l£omntifl:l such ~'3 personal experience 

(9.42 per cent), v1llnGe level wo~ker (14.80 per c~t), 

neighbours (le.oo per cent) a..'ld radio (1.81 per cant). 

l!o;;-e tlun 0:1e follrth moat1o1ed 'good pr1ce1 as the reason 

for tbe1.r lilti!'t& tbe now vanet.v• • Good tor home consump

tio2l1 was a1ven by 15.?3 per cent, 1 requires less 1nvest:neat' 

was a1ven by 11.5 per ee~t, •not susceptible t~ pest sad 

desease• was wentioned b¥ 12.0'7 per cent. 

l!be study fou."ld that inter pers~a.l sources like 

Gram Sewak were the first a~ents ot acro-1."ltormat1on at 

the Villas• level tor about 80 per cent ot tbe femere. 

tiadio vas tbe first source ot 1afonaat101 for one GO'tll 

five tarmen in Group A while radio vas let ao\&J!Iee of 

1~tormat1o~ ot o~e among ten farmers in Or~p B type of 

villqes. ·J!bu.e 1 1t is clear tbet the ett.e~tlvertess ot 

the radio a.s a source of 1ntol'm8tioa vaa lees then tbat 

ot 1nte~ersoaal sources ot eomaunication. Untortu~ately, 

the study does not est"bllsb how tar those wbO adopted tbe 

new varieties ot aeeda were actually 1!\fluen.ced b~ the l"841o. 

<rewrath Paul M. • s accoUQt (April t 
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t982t2'15-as) throva turtbar 11gbt oo. the role of tbe radio 

in ngricul.tural change. Poul otadied the effect ot the 

j~dio Fam Forumo of the L'~l .. I'-!d1a Rc41o, ~'oo'la• · Jo for 

ns gAin 1n toowledgo we-through these farm forums was 

erneened the study allowed that the tOO forum UU'lAber 

(20 each .1n 20 village) began with a'1. averap of 6.4 points 

on 18 point acnle oJtpres:Je4 levels of luowled&e. l!fter 

the ~perimalt they e:1ded 41th a!\ average of 12 pointe. 

'l!he 20~ rospo'ld&\ts 1'\ the 10 ~trol. villaiea with no 

fol"um croup begro with a1 average ot 6.6 a"ld en4e4 w1 th 8ft 

e.veraJe ot v.o. For, the 200 respondent 11.1 10 CO!ltrolled 

villages w1 tbout radio, nothing clla3~&4. J!he average was 

4;,0 before C."ld 4.-G otter the expe~t. 

1~1a tmpoc~t the whole experimeat i'l the for;":fZl· of 

1mEit.dJ.ats notiott could be seen Juri ~s the shori period ot 

experlmGllt itselt and a few weeks tbereatter beeause ot 
the 111pe!td1tUJ 1·!0!\sOO!l. V1Ua&es collectecl mo:tey tor pure 

breed bull1 chiekens ven vaccituttM qait'ltt AaQikhaat 

desettsfl, took deces1on to hire a ltbderganeo. teaebett, 

dug d1 tchea to keep the street clean dud.l1g aoaaooG aa4 

took etepa to rou.t out gUin.e a won vitbia ~ daJ• of 

listeruas of to the radio pro~ by dlDl!lfectU& tb• 

water and C0!1Yert1ag the atep 4owa well i.ato rope c4 

bac~ well. Be.Y<>ad the 1aa1J.iate eet10t\8 vlsible 1B 
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Written. records, tho real impact went mllCb ·deeper. Qutte . 

a nUtJbar of forums turned into little Villege Parliament 

to take these decisions. 

Z<he most specta~ular conclusion suggested by Paul's 

experimental study was that the impact of Hadio Ff'rm 

Forums was not uniform on all respondents. Quite to the 

co~trary, the degree of impact varies accoRding to 

whether the listening was organized or un.orga'lized. Whore 

the respondents listened to the radio 63tirely on their 

o~, they showed much less susceptibility to the radio. On 

the other hand, where there existed a properly orga't12ed 

farm forum the susceptibility was much greater. 

lhe study by Kivlint Roy, Fliegel and Sen, (1968) 

br1~gs out that, while ~~owledge about percentase 

spreads rather quickly, trial a'ld adoption tends to be 

slow and at a low level. This study, the third Indian 

Report of the diffusion of innovations pro3ect, tried 

to measure the continuing result of communication treatment . 
or radio farm forum, literacy classes md control 

villages (no treatment) between the period lgt;' to 1965 

and 1965 to promote innovations like modern agriculture, 

health and family p~11ng practices. !he locati~ or 

the site of ~ stUdy was near the city ot Luckn~. 
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I:t G0'ltJrt~--l 1 tbo .. :~Uio l"oa i'or~..L: tro~ttla!lt 

villages allowed mo:a vrot;rGJJ tllal l!ta..:Pcy nnd co:.1tro1 

rillrgoa 11 rogord to K l(.)WJ.aago, l;rinl rod a.JoptiOl 

VBL~nbla-s with regard to improve nnd pmotice ln. agri• 

cUlture o:1d heal tb 1 but tbe ave~t#G:J fot tuo tbroo sets 
I 

ot Villagos did tot vnry oit:'llfl~tly. t,vort~se trial 

and adopt1o1 f1buros ranaed .free -n 104 ot 0.5'7 avorage 

adopt10:l 11 100'1 i!l the cOttrol V1lla6es to n high 

ot 0:\11 l.5G avorooe 1:1 tbo ~:110 VlllaJe for thet year. 

~able 32 allows tbe pore<nte~e of X'S3pondEmts 

bav1~ adoptej prooticea by comparing tha c~u,'licr't10l 

treatment &'td c()!:ltrol Villsses 1"1 three periods. With 

the 1"1cnese4 publiCity 31V&'l to family plft"lt1n& 1n 

198& Bt'ld 1966 figures apJ,JroJd.Jaately doubled ror all 

sets ot v1llaces 1:1 1966. · ~here was a much ema.llor 

1neren3e !rom 1966 to 1967. J~r.l~1~gly1 the COGtrol 

Village made tile &)rentest &ai~ ill aowlfldi• ot family 

plann1ag bam 1964-6'. iloWGWftl dl.tte.NGces rurJOtlS tbe 

three sets of v1ll.a&es v•n "lOt sl&~1f1CEnt. ~able 33 

shows the peroe'ltego ef rosp . .>nd8rlts llb.o ktutw about tom11¥ 

pla.t'l!li'll• 

It is appal"GI\t that there waa vl4eep~en4 k.'lovledie ot 

family pl&n"ll~g 1·1 10e'7 an4 t.bnt tbe CCXI:llllt1icat10!1 tnat• 

ment did 'lot produce my lns~irli ditte&-ertce. It ca3 be said 
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1966 1967 

1 
... L1 tteracy . Control Radio Litt- :rron 

erae,-
I . 

5 15 59 1' 40 

20 35 79 3t::)· 29 

46 18 71 S2 48 

29 22 46 24 22 

31 1 1 34 18 1 1 

24 57 72 Ci2 53 

43 26 80 35 54 

66 59 90 76 67 

3 1 6 4 3 

27 27 52 20 14 

2 6 3 ' 0 

0 0 0 0 0 
42 8 33 5 9 

6 6 d 16 ., 
51 23 7) ... 88 



that regUlar block prog:rtemea sad other cben-:1el.s of 

comm~1~at~o~ had brought the 13forc~t1ol to all the 

v1llag•s, 1:1.olu.d1ng cot'ltrol village. 

P:~ac:rr~ Od' T1::hi,Jl031~~ ~!0 K r. ~~ fDOU'l! 
FAtttLY PLA UI~G, iiADIO 'J!R&ld!B:.J'n A'TD 
COM!J.JL Vl.t..:t.AOE!J COMPAReD. 

Radio form forum 

Literacy Classes 

Ccmtrol 

1984 

3'1.9"1 

45.13 

sv.es 

1966 196? 

In. regard to average 'lU&nbe!" ot methods known El!ld 

responde&te who practiced familY pl~~~. table ~4 

shove tbat radio Villas•s ~cored b18her. 

!reatllast 1964 1966 19!7 

Radio Form Foraa e.a3 e.aa 11.39 
Literacy Claat" 1.'7'1 7.96 2.65 
C~trol 1.15 ~.45 5.75 

Source•- Ki vlin., ~lOJt r'l1egel, Je:t1 l91812g. 
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2!11s atu.dy r-lso nttet)vted nn GXPJni!lr-tiYl of 

attitudes towards programmes of cha1ge liko•· 

a. tr';i.:tg a new aethod of tam1:l8 

b. bri~glng about children in a codern way 
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c. bouoew1ves getting mora scooling O.."ld of itecls et 

as i141cnt1J~ ot social change like~· 

a) political k1owlodgeabilit7 of natlJ~al, state and 

area political tigures. 

b) formal social partiCipation. 

c) Jeoul.e.rism. 

whlcb be spooks a gtnemlly nat1o:1al set of Vl'~ttes, 

or1Mtat1cr.l 'o tbe larger society rather than to village 

rmd pre-d1spos1 t1on to accept some eoc1el cboQge. ..:.od1o 

villages hc4 the highest average score followed by 

literacy• co'ltrol villages, but the ~fterersces between 

them were not mu.ch es IJ!nble 35 O!l social parti c1pet1o~ 

1!ldex nn.d ~nble 36 ~. Secularism index show respectively. 

·C@!& M 

AV,~+J6GI alk&2Ut 'W!lij&t iQQJAit P(.lrRISfifA&IQJ .,. 

lmifiiii I Jiti J§U : 1 Jii! 
Radio tam torll!l t.ti t.12 e.oo 
t1terao7 classea o.,a 1.te o.et 
Control o.eP 1e11 1.to 

SourC4ta K1 Vlb, Roy t FUegel, Sltl, 1969 ••z 



Rrrdio farm forutl 

Li~orac.v clnssls 

Co·1trol 

19G4 196& 196, 

~he item which stood out na indLl01ng n trcd1tio,lnl. 

res,o~se was,-1f your so3 wa3ted to ~~a low caste 

sirl1 would you allo.~ ita. Jnl7 Z3 or (1~ per cent) 

of the ~espOQdents answen4 1'.1 tbe affirm! t1ve to th1a 

questio:t. I~ ge!ler&l, all vil.Legea scored about m1dW81' 

betveera the ex trees ot secular Md tati tioaal scone. 
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~he stUdy pointe oat 'bat conei4e~ns variablea 

as3oeiated with adoptio"l, a prio.cipal aeA!ls of lee.mlll 

about t'l8W practice is throuah some cte.1sioa. O!'&a:uaat:Lora 

Perso~al comm~~1cnt1~!1 ehan~•l• are elao important but 

the 1nt~zaRt1o~ rer the leaders and i~~ovators come 

chittly throl.lgb 1mperao:to~ co1tact with the lonse: 30eiety. 

~~be 1n 'ova tors 1nto1118ti·:l~ an4 persuat1o.1 flow ou-tward to 

the bulk ot cul tivatora an.d r.tl1 nforeca ~he s..~po.ct of the 

aass mtd1a. 



f.tatbur J.c. (Uc.tbu.r1 OriO'lt LO>"l&ma~•s, 1965) 

sphnaize& i:t hls atudy that tbe extent of l1ste"'lbS M4 

the kind of respoa.se ot the a\141e-J.ce W'ey eort.aiderebl.v 

depe'ltli~g Or} whether the village tws · o proporl,y organised 

radio fnm forum, or in located 11 the ~u'31 t.v block 

area or t~Joys ~eltbe~ tacll1ty. l~t~ tells ot tbe fata 

I,stituta of soclal oc1C30GB (see l~t~ J.c., ·r~th Paul 

Mi 1>or1e1 Ul~Jco, 1969) wblch orga.'lizetl a detailed 3\U'Ye)' sa 

40 vil.lago (20 experimO':ltal Md ao control Group).ot .l1D.dio 

Pr-an Forums ns a~ nge:1t to~ trnnamis.Jl.otl ot k.~owlatige. ;rbe 

~!~o Fa= ForumJ prov~.ed to be ••rr succeaatul tor sub-

groups sueb. as len&u.•a, agt1eul.tur1ets, non-nsr1culterists, 

11 terates o~d iU terates. ·~il8 major oo:~tl'ibut1 ;n ot the 

t~ was that 1t beceme en impol'hrlt 1Mtmaatt ot v1llqe 

demo~cy e!td 9!10ble4 more people to partake 1n decea1on 

molting process 1:l the v1llnge. Botb leadel'e O..'l4 m-.'bera 

lear1ed bow to co'lduct orderly 41acuu10ft, keep to the po1a't 

and nd3ust t~ eecb oth~ point. Porua teYeloped .ap1dl7 

i!lto detJs1on mak1ag ~. cPpable or spee4S.Ag up COI;Goa 

parsuits or the village faet•~ tnaa tbe eleete4 Poneh&Va'· 

Ueeeai:ne to rectuest VQ.la:::rta.r-1 coatdbu.tiol8 of kbou, ..... ,~ ~·:.-~ 

materials W\d maey could ena11y be ude by tbi.s vo1Wlt&l7 

body whel.'e as the,v 1&3 beyO!ld legal prerolie.t1 ve ot the 

Pmcbayat. 



I-klthuc also b1ves al account of the commm1ty 

telev1s1o'l viJWi"l.J who~ O!\ 15th ::J~ptemb1Jr 1 1959, l.J.l 

In din .:t~'ld1o ino.ugw:ntecl 1 ta expori.Ll\)!ltal service end a 

yecr la.t~r O'l 23ri 4lcc<Lbart l96Gt tho progrMme of 

telaolubs was taken in ~d ditb the help of U133CO. 

"fenrly 66 eommu.:'lity coo.troo 1:.1 tho c1ty ot Delhi were 

chose:1. tor this pro3oct. Boat ot the teleclu.bs were 

:Located 1!1 urba'l and oub-u.J."'ba"l L-eg1o!l.a. 

~be proJect wa~ted to ~~ic~te through 

progrt$lmaS bt'.sed O!l trattio end road son so ( Chol ti 

OU·lia), de"lgors to co~'lity bonlth (Haznr 7aiyncat) 
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adulteratio:l of food atut!', O!lcroa.cl:went O!l public property, 

tna'l'l'Jt'S of citizen a"1.1 tCTd!l plal'll'lio.g new i.;."tfomnt'1o~t 

~d try to 1,fluenced soeinl a perso~al attitUdes, babite 

custom a~d 1"ldiV1dUAl pre 11l1ot10!\s and to suacest tirec

t10!1s 11\ vhich itd1V1dllt\la and groups co~4 take action 

Md moald their wa..v ot ·are (sea also J.c. Mathur, Saxena 

H.P., tn&aco, 1962) M1 to see whether ab1tts it\ attitude 

are br~l.llht abou.t as a reslllt or viewing 20 special telecast• 

on citizenship Bmd pnrt1c1pat1n& 1n poat view d1seu.s1oe. 

fbe lar&eat gain wea mode oa 1nformat10ft questio~s. Wbile 

the ga1n in eea."l aco:re was l'•' per Ctwlt on attitude 

quest1o!'l and 2~.2 per cent O!l behaviour ~uestioa, it wne 

a5.2 pe~ coot on i'lfonnatiO!l quest1o:us. f.!ambera ol1o 

said they reafl.ried telecnstes as wore LlSetUl in clttt.•1fying 



their 1Jeas tua'l is fur'liShi!lS tbew wi tb 1 tems ot new 

i"lformati:>~. .!ha.v •·alt tbt'.t teleceate luwa ao.s1J.1 

O"lOlluraged OJ: O!lthusod them tha1. motiVRtea tbeo to change 

eomo items or behaviour. 

~bre tha3 o~e teleclub reported that a particular 

vrllgrnuiJe haJ ~1ve1 to the members a eorr-..;ct po.::•speetive 

nbout rules C."lJ rogt.llf\.tions about du·ties Md J."eSIJO:lS1b1l1 ties. 

1!1 the early stages, the report registered sharp 1--eaction 

to the \'lays ot Gov"1 • .e:td authority but there wns cl&u.• some 

times grujging o.pp_ .. ac1at1o~ ot•c1t1zens' 0110 rolo. 

r:embors witll high ed.ucr·.t1~ ineama end tbose 

balonbilg to occapntioas raqW.ri:tg predou11ta.t1tly montal 

work t&lde4 to participate it\ the diaeuss10t'1 to a greater 

exte:1t tha:l tboae with less eduent1G:t ant.l il'lCOIDe and 

4o1ag physical wock. SiJiilul¥, tbose oa b.lgb aoorea 

w1 tb reported habit ot 11steo.lrt& to l'fldio and NAdlrt& aon

tictio!l bo >ks end newspaper~ te1deCl to puticlpate 1ft 

d.1ecussio3 to a greater extert t tbazl those w1 tb lov acore. 

Reeont a'\alyses ot the 111lpact ot SI.i!E (S&tall1te Irt.atructioeal 

~elev1s1~a 3xperim~t) 2.v. pros~• wh1cb covered the 

state ot Assam, i:t\.'lipw:-1 'Tago.l.Md, f.~egbala.Ya1 l!rlpu.re, 

M1aoraa1 a tnet1on ot ilest Be!'lgel 1n tar eaotem beam, 

Bihar, O:t..•lssa, centrnl aad &astem Utter P.;.-adeah, 

3aster'1 end southern Madhya Praaub, a fl'&Ctiol ot 

I·taharasbtra ud A!ldbra P~:·ed:;sh lt'l Beat•m beam, tal't\ate.ka, 
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.fe.mil ~adu, pert of Korel.a1 part or Andhra V.ra.u~sh, 

fondicher.cy 1'1 .-outbor.l b~, a.Luoat wh.Jle o1' I·!nhr:rashtrn, 

better part o.f." Jujara.t, pnrt of ~{r.Jasthan, westar.'l HaQbya 

Pro.dosb, a friltlO of t.ndhra ~ _,adesb end l~sore in ve3terr. 

barua, D1lh1, wootem Uttur P.radesh, pert o! P~1jeb end 

Himo.ohal Pl.'adeab 9 porto of iJaryana in "lorthera be~ by 

11a0 in some of the !lGwspapers t;1vs e. picture of how far 

they have bean succoosful. 

lhe objacttve of Oll3 bad stro3sed the need for 

informatiorl based progrmr.mes relating to oducr-tivnt both 

primary and out of acbool, notional 1nte..;:cat1o."l, and 

eoeinl cha:tge, health, by:.;ino, fElDlllY planning and 

agriculture. Mr. P. v. Krisllaamurtby, Jirector Goeral, 

Uoorsha'1,1n a.-1 11te:v1ew with Kavite. :ta~pal, (:l!he 

.Hi!ldusta!l lila.;,s, May 9 1 1974, Sil!a, Promise md Pertora111ce) 

to tbe ~ueat1on. •no you feel that Site baa been nble to 

change attitude 1n villages", sayst •I can Sa¥ with contl

d&rlce that the S1 te primary edu.cntton telecastes have 

been responsible !or raisiQg the level ot att~dance. 

~he dropo11t ra~e bas bMn st.-eel... ftrld why SI~I baa 

succeeded is thet programmes have ~-- 'old to lay ott 

the Syllabus and DJt to teach throuab the eav1roruaa"tt,. •• 

I feel that why the Delhi schoel :r. Y. 1s not eucceeaful. 

is precisely due to its syllabus orieated approaeb ••• 

'1!. V. has however proved to be a ana• leveller lllld meay 

caste barriers have beea brok~ •••• 



.bgc.r-Ji'ltl nttituJe tcr>iarJa £emily plan11ns bo says, 

"tbo.~:o is P-"1 nworo-1es:J of tho nsod !or scaller family omoag 

certni'l secti)~s, but the~ are still €\ &rel'\t au:,JbGr ot 

reserv~t1o'ls.n "~.v. by itself ean do lit~le beyond 

p;:oovid.lnz ilfor:nnt1o!l. It 13 for other flJet'\C1es .f;o speamen4 

~etio'l. l"~or: i·l!ltrntca, it fo.mily plan·ll::tg cempa era held, 

while J tbe ~. V • cocpr:iJJ"t ia b 'ins on, the ;;oesul.ts cn~1 be very 

good ...... 'be comput~izad drto. thnt has be~ received showa 

thnt i'ltOl'"m!ltoey pro;;rammas are more popular ttw.n tbo l•Ure 

O';J.tertc,i!'W..I&.lt o::los. ~he pro~~s on pest C03tl'Ol e.nd 

those O!l method!:~ to i!lcrease yields have provad hits.• 

•1egsrdl~g tho e,joption. rate ll:·. J?. v. K.r1all:'lr•.t4~h;.; a£\ya1 

"As I oatd errllor, z.v. by itsolr CB!lnot briag nbout 

radiccl Cha'lSC3• It C('tl promote En. awer-.::nesJ oi' the ','1884 

for sueh cbanie but besides tb1a there are other trnd.J. .. 

tiv3el re~ao~s f;)r the sloi: rote of ·edo~tcbil:i ty. ·.::hare 

nro mo-''11 stoges in o.doptio:~.. .i!be .i'irst is the awerenees 

stage, then comes the 1'lterest stE>ge, tolloweJ by the evelua

tio'l r:3d triPl stace. In e. Vill~.ee cOt.1<-'lU,'lit.r, 1:."1d1Viduala 

'lever talte dec1s1o1s, most commitments are the result ot crotap 

sAnctio~, the olj m~'l out is a rarity. Before any action 

c~n be take:1. or change brought about, the vtllacere have 

to discuss the pros al').d cons nmoo.gst thanselves. Commu.utr 

aceeptence alone cn:t lee.d to COlllmLt1.ity aoti.,th" 'to the 

question •oos li.t..!~ bee3 able to mate a dent cr.1 tho fn.toliat1e 

et!ld superat1t10!\S r14detl belief of Nral folks," .r. v. 
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Krisbnamurthy replies, a direct oessnge is not excepted. 

~he viewers are to be approached from their point ot view." 

rn another evaluation of Sir~ rv by .Uileep Padgaonkar, 

(~imea o~ India, May 7, 1976, '£elevis1on in the village' -

the bright aide and t.ne dark,} snye both the enrol~ent 

ard the attendance in schools have gone up wherever SirE 

has been introduced. L'he mores and t.abits of children have 

also changed. Where they used to get up fr~ bed and come 

straight to school before, many of tl,em now brush their 

teeth, bathe and change their clothes before coming to 

watch the educational pro(ra~~es. Casual en~uiries made 

in Several villages of Jaipu.r reveal that while most cr1ldr•n 

wished to study only up to the eighth and ninth standard 

and then become farmers, shepherds and labourers, they now 

aspire for jobs in school, in the police and in the 

administration like Block development officer shom they 

see in their Village moving about w1 tt. an air of aut, ori ty. 

Again it is children wto press their parents not 

'o leave the food uncovered, to see to it that water they 

urink ia olean, to bathe regularly and guard asainst 

epidemics an instructed by the r.v. 
After seeing a r. V. program.u1e some ..JO\A.Dg men in 

l1ad1keshvara got a washing stone re11ovecJ from near the 

community well and re-installed it some distence away. 
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Whil·«.. the respo~se to Sll!B haa been fulsome amons 

cbildrm. It has been rathe luk:awtll'll'l with adults. Ini• 

tia.lly men Md ~omen oalle to sea the ·:v proaJ.'UlJiea ir.& large 

number out of c~osi ty bat attend8!'lce tb1Me4. doVr1 1n all 

the SX:!3 clusters. .i!he main eason tor th1s was the timinii 

of the programme wh1cb 41d not stli.t the adults. Besidaa 

they became choosey al.so about programme. A Hami4.le. 

progJ.'m'tllle was wa tche4 by as meny ~ta s,ooo people caa.tng 

from distant villager, 1n Jlindl speakittS s1 te cluster. 

Films based on mytholog1cal stones, bi.stoncal films end 

folk so'lga end dAnces, partieularlY in the language ot 

tbe region, also proved to be big clrP.va. 

D1)~eep Padgao!'lkar ('l!1mes ot IncU.a, Hay a, t9,6 1 

•relev1s1J!l in the Village • a tactOJ- tor Ullity) aa1s 

1elevia1o'l bas beeo -.tsed to make people 1n orte rea1on 

learn sometb1na obot.lt thli~ compatriorte 111 other anae 

and thus caDent the bol'lda of nat1o1al. wuty. 

People 110re and mon queat1011a about -.otac1ecl 

labour A!ld the debts farmers have ia_cu.rad Ol' why tbaJ caa 

not avail of tbeaselves of tert1Uaen eve11 when televtaton 

exherta th• to produce mozrt~. 

Bu.t maehan1cal breatdow of the ~eta, abzupt 

chan&•• in the telecast shedule, uae of "hi&h talut1n 

l.Mguqet Uped.JI-ta •plaitlGd at tlllel in too aketcb 

a fesbioa• e..."ld :tot usittg typical local d falects ware sa~~e 

ot ~w--backs whioh to a great extent tlldel'lld.tut4 1 ta 

ettectiven.eas. 
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U11vora1 ty t t 954) otu.dy ot 1•tn"M-1.l1 md Ju.dQ viJ.le..;es 

shows that tor~ broadcast rarely ronehes the vlllotiera 

beyond R few ect1 ve l1steters amo~ the · torL~D members. 

It 1s}Looked upo"\ more us a ld.!ld of &.tterttli~ent tbmi as 

a source of 1"ltorm.':'.t1o'l. L1at.ers appear to lt"Ck the 

bacttgrott.?.d krl.owledge to understa~d the forum brondeestea. 

lle poi "lta out that there are three ca.tet;ories of people 

who co:1tri.bt1te to effective r.ad1o co."t'lU:'lice.ti n ill Villages 

l!he first are • ~o.te keep art' • who are 1n chttrse of tho matn

&.tt'l."lCe ot Ustbing oet o. programme selact1o1 bu.t the 

pl'Sctlce ot protessio:'lo.ls noting tuJ •se.te keepers• aeon to 

llo1t the effectiveness of village p10gramoe cocm~cat1om 

because they come from atttside the Y1Uese1 quite after 

trom urbe~ areas end the villageJ~e proaftlltle 4o ~ot later. 

est the)'tt. 

seco~d are •traBamittera•. rhlf are tbose l1st~er• 

who listett to the radio an.d take about tbe contoat of the 

broa.dcaat wltb n.cm-l1at8!\era. ~- .,rall&m1ttera• an of 

high femil.yt ~on.cult1vatirli agricultUI'ists ond partly 

educated. 'l!be eftectivet'le•a ol thell' ComrDI.t'l1C~t1oa with 

tbe "at of tbe Villa&• populat1 1!'1 1a lJa1 ted becaUH of 

eute sroup1811 in the villas•• 
·~he th1r4, cat~ory 1c1cl&ldaa •1!ltll19"lt1nls•, or 

1-:lterprnersn ot radio commun1catio.'l wbo oolo:~g to e croup 



ot bllb frunily, educated agr1cultltttsta, midJle tSmity 

educatad professio~als ruad 0!\8 liariza.~. 2hese people an 

Also members ot different fnctloas 1!1 the villeae of 

gossip groups md other •privata clubs• antS moke ~~osa1ble 

the wider d1ssem1:tat1o:\ of •wvorto!lt ·1ows• 1:1 tho village. 

J.lhe Ca 1 tral l,'amily lJJJn 11ns I:.ot1 tute ot India 

has o.lso tried to measure the 1flpoct of nevapnper (CI>,I, 

1965, 196'1). JtuQies co~ducte4 by the I:1st1tute ~"'ve f'W"l4 

that :1ewspeper ill s«r.eral have a very restricted sco~.e ns 

a cooun.t11cator ot family pla 1~ing bocnuse of hl&h mte ot 

111 terncy. K'lowladge of femllY plM li!lg tlu~ugh !lSWBpepa~ 
~ 

was round to be big her GaOflS richer Led.uco.tad persOtl. 

CFPI, f967 found tbat kd.owladge score or 68 percGrtt 

ot womea, who heard this procJUDe &\4 wen etucU.ed 

recularly l!lcreased trca 3 to t t points. nte 'lumber of 

aucb women wbo tho\liht LUDC calt.:les dosease reduced to 

10 percent from 22 percent a1' the oeton survey. 

· Protftnburger 1.! (Farall1 plan tltll coaDU!l1ce.t1on 

in an Iad1ara villoge, baroda) toUlld tbat ald. ts tMld iOssip 

sesa1o~s vere most 1~tereat1Bi to villagers rather tbaQ 

radio talks by govt. official• or informed authorities. 

However, mdio vas found to be very 1t\ai~'lif'1c~at as a 

coat~~&L."l1C~to.r of tam.111 pla'l.'lias ~~essage • 

.. tole ot .(tlm as a OOIDml.l11entor ot tcmily pl.a.'l!l1DI 

message has beea ev(l..l.u.eted as e limited o~e, t:houbh J.t 

could be very ef;.:ective 11\disssi:lflfiL"l& alun,le irlfozme.-.s.• 

~out p:rocr:1arnos ot ChMI• (especially in. n develop1!li 

couatry ~ith low level of literacy). 
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People nccept family plM'ling more for eeo'lomiC rerso:~.a 

that1 tor health reascm.s (seJ 1111 I3d1a Institute of fJ3"u1ne 

and rublie health, CelCQtta, Actio~ cum ro~ucrcb family 

plan31ng progre.mme nt o1ngur). 

Telev1sio~ as a source ot family plon~1ng message 

which is protty rec~t in a stud,y by •tatio'lal Institute 

ot fomily plalning (Paris s., fnc111tat1ng I~dia's tam1ly 

plan•ling through tolavision) fou..~d that out of tbe two 

eltel"!l.et1ve programmes, preobted by a docto&- end a 

village opinion leader, there was a decidod adventa~e in 

utiliZing informal Village opinion lead~~ in teems ot 

cba'tge ill kn.owled.ge, att1 tude i;'1.ot1vat1on is cone em~ 
Coming to pol1 lical sphere itslaeshra1 !toy (.doy, onent 

LongaeB'a 1g73) poillts o1.1t that eoc1o ecotomic bectq;ro~cS 

van able has crucial condi t1on1n& effect on the acqLlioi t101l 

ot certais political disposition. FirstlY the ditterift& 

aoc1o-econa.1c background in 1taelt constitute a resource 

bnsa which ellowa an 1adiv1d.ual to acquire certaia 

ctpabillties - a eertaia level ot ~~tal end social attaia

aent. In the 2ad place the looatlort of the 1..'\41Yldual 

1a a particular soc1o-econoa1c s1 tuatl 1 1 def1!les tor h1a 

not onl1 the 4011laut 1t~terest ot his Ute but al80 the 

pattem of h1a interaction. with bls ~diate enV1J-OWaent 1 

of course exceptiol'l to th1s are also to be t~ound. 

the 1ndu ot socio econOIDic bnckgrot.tld is compoeecS 

of caste1 edu.cati;>n, land/income•• !he table 3'1 presents 
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SES AND !iiFORMATION (TI~ PER CENT} 

Status 0 Bihar 0 Punjab 

Information IRgh Medi- Low total High Medium Low Total s ~ s- um ,....., 

High 69.7 21.1 e.2 76 86.9 11 • 5 1.6 61 
1 oo.oo 100.0 

Medium 59.9 25.4 14.8 142 79.1 18.2 2.7 148 
100.0 100.0 

Low .A9.6 29.4 21.0 119 70.7 24.4 ''"4.9 82 
100.0 100.0 

.N A 66.7 33.3 - 3 1 
100.0 100.0 - 100.0 

total 199 88 53 340 229 £54 ... g 292 
58.5 25.9 15.6 100.0 78.4 18~ 3.1 100.0 

c = 0 164 c = 9142 

Source:- l;(amashra~ ltoy 
1973: 156 

Utter Pradesh 

High Medium Low Total 

78.9 17.1 3.9 76 
100.0 

53.4 32.3 14.3 189 
100.0 

35.0 33.8 31.2 157 
100.0 

66.6 16.7 16.7 6 
100.0 

220 128 80 428 
51 •• 29.9 18.7 100.0 

c = 0322 

I 
I 
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West Bengal 

High Medium Low Total 

78.7 11 .5 9.8 61 
100.0 

52.0 32.8 15.2 125 
100.0 

23.0 44.3 32.8 61 
100.0 

50.0 50.0 2 
100.0 

128 76 45 249 
51.4 30.5 18.1 100.0 

c = 0 374 
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tbo BOCi0•9CO'lOmie St€\tUJ Of l.'OOPO::l..l&.ltS 8:'\d tbG l-'VOl 

of their _,ol1 ~ic!l.l 1li""Ortll:·tio3. It 1S eppo.r&.\t thnt 

higbar the aoc1o-eco:tomS.c atatt.W, the bit,;hu.t;.• 1a t:G:'leroll.Y 

tho level or 1rU'omc.t1e.l. j:ou.."l~ votore with arad~ml 

ax.po'laio:J. ot educat1a 1al facil.i ty, have go;lO th~ 

aooe acbooltlg e~d no oxpo~urc also brilJO out thrt 

you:l~ ~oopla are more exposeli to ca.so celie, are oore 

i·1c11nod to equip themselves With relovo~t pol1t1Cf'l 

tncta (Joysl.56). 

It the acqUinitio:l or politie~l. 1'1fOl'tl7't1o:l le 

oo mueb clepErtd~t o-. soe1o.eeo-:~oo1c stotus tt'lJ o£;o, 1t 1s 

be;rOld 4oubt the.t the s,:>c1o-acO;lom1C atr tus nets as a 

co~dit1o~1~J rrctor for bavt~u mo:e eppo~tQQ1ty ro~ more 

i!lfomo.ttoo a1d o. resource base has a grent emoll'\t ot 

1nflU~ce ~ a votar•s interest 1~ public attalra. 

!loy bri:'lge 11 notice tho re:1ennt1on th8t the 

h1J}le.r J~:!J may be 1:1.strumantal 11 bav1ai more 1~tormet1oo 

but mere ac=lu131t1on ot i'lform:: t1on. on politically 

relevaot facts 1a not enou.I:h to uo\Ute aa en.d~itl& 

1aterest 1'1 public afteJ.rs. '!able 38 br1~a th1a out. 

l!ho 1nf'ej.•enoe tbnt draws out is tbr~t 1 t 1s the 

level of poli t1enl 11terest t~"lt aetel!.'C4ilos the t1t.LO:ftum 

ot 1~for.n:-t1cn a voter may hnv'-'• I~ is appe191t tb.~·t O!\Ce 



State 

Interest 

In:fo:rmation 

High 

Medius 

Low 

Total 

source:• 

High 

6.8 
14.6 

41 
12.1 

c • 0.246 

fO o.t99 

Bamasbray Roy, 

.1. J () 
~ABLE 38 

INPOHN.ATION A;!D POLITICAL INTERBSZ (IJi PIR CENt) 

Bihar Punjab Uttar Pradeah Weat Bengal 

Medium 

34.1 
24.0 

125 
36.8 

1971 : 

Low Total Hi8h Jledi- Lov Total High lled- Low To- Hip lledi- Lov fota1 
~ 1~ tu a 

199 28.8 39.3 
100.0 86.8 86.5 

88 16.7 
100.0 11.8 

71.7 53 1t.1 

28.8 100.0 '·' 

174 340 16 104 
51.2 too.o 26.0 35.6 

c • 0.267 
TC o.t59 

164 

31.9 229 17-7 54.5 27.7 220 24.2 53.1 22.7 128 
t6.2 100.0 72.2 56.6 37.7 100.083.3 59.1 34·1 100.0 

57.4 54 8.6 50.8 40.6 128 14.5 46.1 39.5 76 
21.1 100.0 20.4 30.7 32.1 100.022.4 )0.4 35·3 100.0 

ee.g 9 s.o "· 7 61.2 eo 15.6 26.1 57 .a 45 
7.1 1oo.o 7.4 12.7 30.2 1oo.o14.3 10.4 30.6 too.o 

112 292 54 212 162 428 49 115 85 249 
38.4 100.0 12.6 49.5 37·9100.019.7 46.2 34.1 too.c 

0 • 0.267 0 c 0.277 
TC • 0.220 TO • 0.119 
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a voter be_;1~a told.:1.~ 11taroct 1:1 pol1t1ou, be is Ukoly 

to nci.j.ui .. a Jr.J.Levo::tt polit1ccl 1.ltor;;;~t1~ to t:oop bio 

i'ltsrest a.Uvo. 

Ltvol ot 1 'lfOl'mntiO"t or e voter hc.o 1 U'l.uence 

O'l tbG o4;N"lUth o£ pcrtisn,.sbip but he:o :oy olso b1"1~13s 

out tha rooorvnt1o1 ~bet n ·closer look would aug&est tbnt 

1~stead of lovol of 1~fotmnt1on bei~G tho 1~dep~dent 

catal.vot oi' po.~y id.entifict"ti~!l, lt 1~ tbo lattf)r tb: t 

seems to. bo 1-u,~ruma'!ltol 1~ i·tolit\113 prrt1SO'lS to acqUire 

· re1ave-:1t poUtier'l i!d'ormrtion. ~imilt'..rly, :loy GU$Jests 

tb~t lovor the leval of i~fo~t101, scnller becomes the 

proport1o'1 of tho ae, who cltt1m to bo creatly ect1ve 1-l 

electoral compn1w.t. att the relatiovasbip, be says, 1a very 

weak. ~hare tore, 1 t would be more approprtcte to say 

tbnt electoral tnvolvemeat 1a D.leb more inst~O!ltal in 

in&lc1ng voten to i1form ~b•selves poJ.i t1cn.Lly, or 
col.lt'se hi&h ;:; ~':i bei"l~ the resource base tor bei'\S more 

pol1~1cally i~volved is thore. 

Atal' s study (A tal, Delhl1 ·rati~nl, l9?l) or 
tbe thNG commu11 tios coc, 1.£, a"ld so, 1'1 tet'ms ot 

exposure to radio, 3GWspaper1 ma~aa1ne, ci"lagn1 1~ CJC ~o 

0!\8 t.a?'lexpoaed (mea"'l l.R) • 1!1 r..c !\O :l'lG 13 hibhlY exposed 

(mea"l 1.2) 1 1'1 ,;C no on.e is ll16hlY or medium expose;]. 



In t 3m3 o: UzPOau;;.•s it1.1ex, the i1eltiflce.tion of 

tho paopla iii th poU -etcnl sy ~tam, ildiCPtel to aome exteat 

by tb& amount of bowlaJ&e possessed bf them 1rl regard 

to problems tacina col.Cltry, shows extent of awareness ot 

the commu.lity cad le.ble 39 shows the 8lllarenesa score ot 
M coc more lcompr.l!IOCl to i.C ead .:;c. 

I~ tart~S ot exposure 1'1dex, tho 41e,reo or political. 

pnrticip~tio l t?l:lO:l!l tho people of three cowtaa'li ties 

(tbet.r orgn1ize.t1cna.l cwberah1p, peat voti!llo: exper1oace, 

part1c1pnt1o~ 1~ tho current eleoti~eertn~, ~Jdviao g1v1as 

a1.d pol.1 !:S.cnl discussitn) the ovart';;;e p~%1:S.o1pot1o 1 i:'ldex 

tor this populatio~ came to 1.55. Commu~tywtse the 

scores wore 1.53 (C~C) 1.66 (1£) G.'1i.l 1.43 (SC). People 

e.lso axbibi t srevter dograe ot awc.reneas about !lllt1oaal 

me.tte.rs tha.'l ragi~al or 1!1 ternntional matters ( Ataltlt9) • 

I~ relatio~ to 1nteznat1onal matters and fore1SQ 

poUc.v Bela!'a~Datl •s (Balal"aalan1 •10Grl'4-84) stud¥ po~te 

out that o3 moat or 1!ltenst1~nJ. 1a~"•• press baa beeQ 

foUowins rather tbarl leecl1~' tb.e Oovernment. However, 

en issues nbout which pubUc op1n1otl bas bee!l ecotio::tallJ' 

&1'0Ll$ed 1 such ns tbe d.ispu,•s w1tb l'ortUjjr~l ~!td l'nklstan, · 

tbe press hns bed ha'ld 1-t shapi~a foreiga policy end tho 

gove.r.uoeat had to respOrld to pt.1bl1c oz1111o:t o.o t'Gpresented 

by press. For exmnple duri!l& episode of the •pencetul 
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Btilti :¥t 

&\iUc~~f:;t:~ 1 wf ·u·••~.n"* ~Q~,;ii1~-

.Gconom1e coc LC :w lotnl 

Food shortage 9'1 09 2~ 1'1'1 

111811 Price 36 41 9 86 

Uneeplosme=tt 12 , 1 20 

IneNased ?axes 3 - - • ..... -
~;g,,.~ 

Increased aoondaism - 38 

I~crensed Populatio~ ~ Fnmilf 
Plonn1ag 6 1 - ' Corru.ptio!l - 1 - l 

fQU!;iQP,}. 

Ij~~abi Subo 1 l 0 2 

Kashmir 1 0 0 1 

MallY PC\..rtiua 1 0 0 1 

D1v1aio~ ot v~oVi~ces 1 0 0 1 

Otb4tra 2 0 1 3 

MldrPiltAUYI 
Corruptiotl 3 29 l 3S 

DishO!leety 1,.1 voli£ 1 • 0 I 
·tatiooal Developmtnt 4 0 0 • 
Slecti~ Problem 3 0 0 s 

Qtbl£! 
k\t1 Cow 3laughter 4 6 2 l2 
student A~itPtlon 0 3 0 3 
Govt :taployees :3tl"ika 3 1 0 4 
Movaaents 2 0 0 2 
Oth91'S 3 0 0 .s 
'lo K!\OWltdie ' 4 5 16 

I • I I 

sourc•• Ai;nl~ lO?l,il§~. . -- ..... 



1!lvnta1oo" of Goa. lo tho quostion. whether presJ ever 

crer,te public opi'li<n on 1'lterant1oo.el 1.Jluea, ·'lle 

t'lrlSw!Jr. i.1 1 t does ot oou.rse, but ooly !.:1 e limited way 

&ld. certei'lly not to an. extent where the pubUc opinion 

thU3 orao ted be ot at1cb dimension ns to make tho foreign 

ottice sit up end take notice. 

!akin& ~~to acco~'lt these studies with r~tereaoe 

to whether mnse me41a moulds opinion e:~d o.tti tuJes, one 

ca'l say that mass media does have an impact. At the 

same time it baa al8o come to l1gbt (ID·I: 1 196,, ilJ.rli:1, 

aao, FUagel, sen, l968)$ba't the iapact ere~ted is 

marg1!1al. Formers who were eXpOsed to rad.io 1·am forums 

or ra.dio COlltDU.'-licati<tl tree.tment ve.te a· .u. ttle abencl 

11\ k?lowledi• trial and edoptiO"l or ~ow pract1oes but 

the d1ttereneea ~ere !'lot spectacUlar. Funber, mass media 

helps mon i!'l 'he &aitt of k'lowledae (Mathl.lr1 l9GO) mtber 

than ~~ate ch~ge or bebaviour or attitude. Chane• 

ln attitude or adopti~ of a new practice takes place 

01.ly after it has passed throuah several stages. l~irstly 

the need for Cba."tge should be t•lt and the awnr$1GSS 

or alternntive should be crente4.w1~h the esJu~~ce thnt 

cbaage voQld brin& profit or be~etit. Aa 1n1ovntors 

Pttor havt.·u~ .ro~d the new practice useful and be1.ai'icial 

talk about it wi-th others, .t;he o.doptiO"l or a ~ow prectica 



or c~e of behaVior tnkea plcco thro~h 1'1 e,-,J.'l)·arsv'lel 

ebrunel. J!bus tJS.33 wedin bos mol:e ot rn'l i'-ldiract impcot. 

It doas erar•te E.\'1 impact 11 the se:1se thot thooa who o.re 

exposod '!io mai:ls ma<11n ore more pro':le tJ*C~ds tdens of 

chonge1 t:he1 do ~ivo it e. tbo~t o.."lu do Aot react to it 

1r1 a hostUe way ~d u.lticntoly· c:oy be l40tivated to aJ.opt 

~ew ideas or c~ge their attitudes towards certn1n 

thi.-..;s. !bus, mnaJ cedie. OO!l ba said to be a. V81"J lmportGl'lt 

og&.lt 1':1 sbapl'1S ottt tuJes and op1nio"l 1:1J1rectly. 





l-1-..... sa media has cane to ~- la.Y a very laportant 

pert 11 bumon society. 2horetore, a que•t10l :'lntumlll 

nrises as to v::uttiler 1t bas D!1N direct Md irae4iate 

1mpn-Jt l:t moul.di!li poopl.e • s at~1 tud.e a"l.d vnl.uea &'14 

whether 1t 1s tnot~tcl in l!liueh& people to wolde 

cbmse. 

-~he present esooy tned to excmirle a.vaUnble 

U ~emturo 0r1 the qu.es,10tl with special reteNBCe to 

. I!ldla.. ~he PrL .. clpal ccncl.ufd.OBI auggeste4 by the 

su.JNey of nve.Ufi\.ble lJ.tuature o~ tbfJ subJect m.~ 

·now orietl.y be s~aoa. 

flills3 media. ia ita modem and true sensa 

was 1:~trod...ced with the o4vea.t of Br1t111b rule. 

Collml.l!l1cat1on ea"'Uer ve.e •scntiallY fe.ce to face 

and vae 111D1ted both 1:1 1u OOt'ltlo~ M4 sco~ Geneau, 

the Ua..;8QI'd.nation. ot 1.4eu Mel ftluea 11'1 a.'lc1ent IocU.a 

vas carnecl out tiU'OUCh llba' ue ealle4 tolk •e41e1 

namely, folk soet3s1 4Ance, a-a, anA Bbc.Jaa Me.ndau.a, 

etc. ·:hHe COIDIIlUJlioa,lor& aetia wen loceJJ.ae4 zeaioa• 

a117 and operat·e4 UGMJI eoe1a1 co!latainta U&poM4 "bf 

p~11t1g social restnoet10tle ot caste customs. Lwet

caste 8t'l4 woau•' wen aen..uy d«ll•cl acces1 to the 
t •Jo,.•t of thtlse media toaa a.a a reault ot social 
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reatr.t.et:LO''lS plr~eo4 ora t~ b)' Nlea gtmtt"li!lG social 

o~sa:U.aat1o:'l. Conlnu.l:S.cat103 media pnvnlc.nt oerlie&~ 

were of folk verJ.ety. 

tru. Dr'1t1Gh brought witb th• tbe odvaaee-4 

aa18!ltit1c e.n4 tecluological ltr\owledge as well as a 

new social pllilosopby that cut across soC1el restrS.c• 

tio'1.e. Conseq,ueatly with tbe alll of tec11itat1!\s 

their c.dm1'1lstmtio:l they tint S.nt~uee4 the print• 

i!l.g press b h418. Su.OOe~uG'lltl.Yt iladio r11d CJ.nema 

wen el.oo 1:1t~oduced. i!el.evisi..>"l wes adJ84 to W.a 

list ot media attor 1.!lcleptu4«~ce end with the l!lcllan 

Gove~t•a plrn to edUcate the people oo nrtl~ 

&tveloiGen"• 1ts e;rowth is e;.;paeted. to ta cou:tt~1de 

ira the n•~ t11tare. / 

:i!be survey ot avt'ilable llteratllft auggesta 
·~. 

that uposUM to MSs me41a la lar&elJ natricte4 to 

the urbiiQ ueu. Runl anae an CM*P&a•i-vel.y Bleb 

le1s apoae4. P.iu:tbezt -. •• expoaed to uas mecu.a 
than woe•• :he survey ev1<itlooe el.sf brlrase out tbat 

tbe people of b1ghezt socio-eOO!l•lc state are mon 

exposed to press al.thouah tuy tona a mudl amal.le..

perc-.tage of the populat1:lt'l• Bxpoaun to tbe Preu 

la alao more amoa.s ooUea• educated. 8l14 u..'l1vera1t7 
. tt..J.-
edUcated A semi J~at~d and ~1eo~dar7 l~v~l 

acbool. \>-.:o~pnti:>awiH e.xpoa\lre to p~ass is 

ni.;iltHJt o.r..o lJ prof'easionala • toUwod t.y cloricnl. 
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sal .ts/s;.;~vice QO.d trade:t'"S. 

;aposure to mass t.i,;Jdia 1'1 I1U1a nau expa'lded but 

compo.red to t!le 4astem coun :;rios, end s~ ot tba 

pro~resailfe Asian G.:>u.n.t:cias, fl',} ar• still vary fnr 

bJh1n4. l!be pri-tolpal ree.so"l tor this 1s the w14o s-pread 

i.i..Uteracy Md ecortomic backward!less of the CoU!ltry. 

Gau&1'1~ tho extan-t ot 11~psct 0:1 available ovi..ience on 

mas nnd18. presonts dlff'1e-..lt1es. ~ven so, the evidence 

surveyed su;gests tHat it ~"JS 'lot have tl'l .t..wnodir-.te en.4 

cU.roct 1mpact. It is rlOt as it the £1SOple J.tote:'l to "lOW 

ideas 'or r~bout new 1"lnova.t10!ls end talmod1atr·J..V adopt 

~he1 or tbnt their e.ttitu.des t~erds things cban~o 

dlcoctl.y as a ronul t of cx;osure to maas m·J:l1a. J!. e proceae 

ot ebe!'lJG is gradual a'ld oowpl.t.cated. l>eople cat 

it\fluenoed attar ::opet1t1ve r·':ld ;mdu.al exposure and 

tbi:a ta1 help them .in bei"lg r;.-ora prcne .tow~·da e.dopti·l& 

1ew practices or br1a~1~& cba~ga ot attitude a~d bebnviour. 

lbWJ • ve saw that tarmars ex,-.oaed to Ratlio Fa~ Forums 

wllre little ahead of otbura { tboae who were 'l;Jt oxpoae4) 

111 tbe tnal •d fl(Lptiot ot flaw practice~. lhereton, 

,the 0113 COBC 1.wt1Grl W8 C&'l .U.~.oi8St il tb&t ill L'lvdia, 

belpl people 1rt gai1.i1g m re krlowledce CIO.d in clnr1ty1na 

thai:- v1ewa Nl&rditg thinas. 

~re 18 Som& evidence to SU&£8St that the ~pact Of 

the maaa modia la re-inforced by Jn.tarpora.nal co . ..mu:ti• 

~aticn and ily the put played &;y o_p11\1o11 ·1ea lcrs orul 

Village l'.1!1V8l wol'tort who aro usually tho .;ae lves heavy 
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USdrs ot mass mJ41e. If svme ne~ il3ov.at1on is introduced, 

tbroUJb tbe mass media, peo.vlo lista!l to it but they will 

adopt .s.t· ctlly U' the o,;1310:l loa.d.:l's or v1Uogo l~Jvel 

wor.~er e;:1lorue it, 1~ their 1ntur-p0rsoaal c..>l:llluo.1cat1o t. 

.Cr1a.l e:td ado.,;t1o'l of tile practice comes later. It o."l.a 

or two il:lOVatoce fi:.1d the 1Jr&ct1ca u.aetul and profitable 

attar o1.e or two trials mel talb: abo1.1t 1 t to others, the:t 

othars also try and latJ~ adopt 1 t. It is 1:1 this 1..'1direct 

·way ·tflet maus cedia helps in shap1n...; e.~tit.udes and opitliorl 

&"ld plays a role i1- bl"i.'l..J.'lg about eha..'tge 1~1 society. 

It the Ch&'1ges h t~dod to be broU& ... t about throu&h 

ma3a oadia, dig at very s~s1t1va belief or values of the 

socisty, t11o"l. thJre is bound to Le oonfro'ltetiol with 

the i;roup 1.orms. It is oftO"l very difficult tor e:1 1~d1vldual 

to t\.lr:'l rgabst a stro:1.;; t,;rou.p 10~, for 1:1. that ce.sa 

eith'Jr tbe vhilla ;.;.r~up HUSt cha'lge or be UAWJt l<t»ve tba 

grou_l a.n,:l fi'ld a n~« .;rou;. ~1~t.UJ, i'lc:..·easi!lg the 1"' ber 

of radios, nellspapyrs anol c1rvl£88 ottly will "lot naceaaarlli' 

bri1g about a coi:reap04d1ng increase 1n til- rate ot social 

cban.;a. Changes inteniad to lA brou6ht abo&.tt ce.~ take 

etteot 0111 wh.._,_ they era r~-1·1torced by or&Mized forum 

or ~rou~; d1scu.aS10!1B• PeO&Jle oust have a cilet\ce to talk 
--··· 

it OV,~r atl.d decide Whe to d~ about ite MfL"l,Y U!lds of 

social cba..'\IG are thr~aten13& to old social rolationehipa 

and positlome ot autborit;. ~o the usa of mass media 

to ace ;;mpl1eh social cha:'loG do run tha ris!~ of bai~g 1~

eftectlve and bei'lg cou.Qter prol.luct1va. lh1a is part1oalarly 

true of the 118SS r(nd1a because they cov,:.:r lal·gelt a.:.·aas 
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and operate f.t"'t!l e. cl1sta'tc3. ~h13r0fo.~.·a, jfuil9 ~ryi 1~ to 

eccompliab snnotucr tnd spaed1ar soc1e.l cilatbJ t tlla 3ld.St• 

i1g cultural li'lk··se ~..-l.d soaial .:·el.ntio.lsiii!J ot tha :·egio:l 

~ •• ust be tate::t into COtl&id&mtioxl. 
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