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LI EDDUCTION

/’Sereial movemonte play importent role in tho soclal
and politicol process, In tho social proceans they
influence the sociaol structurc, i.e. social inotitations,
gociel rolations, vealues and norms, and bring about
chenges in them. In tho politicnl process thoy influence
the political mystem and sxert prossure on the policy-

MRGI‘EQ/

The firgt chapter donloc with concoptual fremowork
of coclal movoment. It beging wlth tho definition and
choractoristics of tho meisl movemont. It has been
difforentinted from the phenomenon of eolloctivo behaviour
which £s short lived, She typolopics of social nmovenmonts
in tormo of many critorias speclally that of its gomsogucnes
‘and orientation constitutc an importent port of this
chapter, %he min typolopies discuosed are: rofornative,
rovivalistic, rovwlutionory, transfornative, messianie,
charianatic and emulative typo of social movoments, A
social movement maver remsins of one type, but 1t chanpos
from one type to another, (&ny particular type of sotial
movenont 1o relative to o porticular phasc in $ts dovelope
oent, o.g. & movement may bogin oo reformative, btut

ultiontcly 4t nay bocomn transformative social covenont,.
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There aro four main thoorien thet of Relative Deprivation,
Rovitalisation, Stroin and Acoulturation, in torms of
wvhich tho origin of the soctal movcment has been diceussed.
Tho idcology of the social movanent 45 ales an imporient
concept which is tho basic of pgroup-cohenion and gmp:-
solidarity and from which tho action progrommes of the
soclcl movenents arc derived. The collactivo mobilization
and leaderebip of thoe soclol novements are iaterrclaoted,
ond the orgonisgtion of the movenent i very often fodoral
in fom. A soclol povemont doos not remoin as such for
6ll tho times % como. A% somc Juncturs L% becones
mutinized with cotodlished inetl tutional procedurc of
‘roorultnont, connitment, code of conduct and sanctions

for pundshing doviants, It becomes o part of institutionsl
~ gystan Jooding its imnovativo features, Thus when o coclol
movemont with & definito idoology becomes o politieal
party it ceages t¢ be & socisl poveneant ond becomes a
political movement ® bo spoarhncded, henceforth, by &
political party. Splito ond sebioms in termo of percomal
rivolry, and 1dcologlcal éifferencoo over otrategies %

bo adopted, are cormon phoncoens in the process of o
political movemant, This chapter ends with & dipeupsion
on somo of tho important functione of the social

i moveaant.{
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/fn the first part of the second chepter, tho theory
of tridbal politics hao beom dlacucsed. Tho tribes of
Indic have boon indigemous peoplo of the land., They had
a eelfwsi;ffiaient village ecomonmy. Neny foreigners eome
frop time to Ype into Indla but tholr self-sufficlont
village cconomy rcameined undicturbed. Uith the advont
of the Britfchors thoir tradlitionol solf-sufficient
villagoe cconomy underwent drastic motamorphosis, Tho
Britichors introduced rew revemuc, admintstrative, lepsl
and judiciol systen to Srausfors traditionnl selfs
oufficient village econony énto o market econotyy to
facilitate tho prmoooos of axploitation. %his resulted
in thoemergence of many problemp mainly alicnastion of
land with which thoe tribalc had sentimontal atiachmont,
Liony tribal social wovements vory of ten taking the fom
o rebollions took plucu againot tho Britishers., Rcbollions
wors ultimatoly crushod ond the tribals hod to conform
to the British policics. Groduclly conscicusness bogon
to cnerge atong tho tribals. Aftor indopenience the now
consii tutionsl arrangencnt added o new dnmension o this
congclousnoos. Srival polistical elites emerped and
political portios also extonded thelr influcnce in the
tribel zones, %he tribal political olites politicised
the tribtal problams and began to oxtract concessions fyom



N

the povornment by lounching various sovemonts, Polities
bas cnorged as an importsnt inotrumont % protect and
promote the tribal intoroots end solve thelr manifold
problems. Roecently thero hos been an important ohift

in the nature of thoir politico. From the politico of
conpliance and af{firmotion, they have roved over %o the
politics of procsure, protest apd insurpency. Thoy hove
é:nxae out of the 'Subjoctivo political culture?', and the
nowly emerged politiecal culture 48 o mizture of *porechial
political culture' and 'participant political eulsuro?,
In the scoond part of tho oome chapler an attempt bao
been nade % dolfinentc Jhorkhand movement in Blhar
(Chotanagpur and Santhal Pargenss) in tems of éonccpm}.
francwrk of soclisl movement%, %Tho Jherkhand movement was
precoded by 20 rcbellions end movemonts which wore multi-
dinensional, 1.0. thoy wero reformative, revivelisH e,
rovolutionary, Sronsformative, emulativo, meosienic ond
churiomatic movement, But fron 1910 onwards elamopis of
politicol organization bogan %o emerge in the covenent
and in 1950 it bocanme routinized and beran % be gpears
&aa&ed by & pollitical party, vis., Jharkhand Party. low
it 45 o party-basod political rovement for & ssparate
Jhorzhond ctete conciating of 7 districts of Bihar and

9 ddatricts of Yest Benpal, Orinsse and MNadhya Pradesh,
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She third choptor donls with tribal problems in
the no-called Jharkband region of Bihar, loln ampbadls
hao dbesn given ¢n the problems of land-alionation,
forcot, indobtodnoso, noo-payment of minimum wages,
bonded lobour, mipgration of the tribals, atrocities on
thos ond toll-tax, Apart from them some problens of
social cervice infractructuroc havoe slse boen & stuesct.
Tho stato government, firon timo & tine, passed many Aets
¢ mlve these prodblans but dus © loopholos in theceo
fote, the probloss are parsloting as usuel which are
gountds of dlscontont behind thoe Jhorkhand woveneant and
trivel polities in Biher,

In the furth chaoptor the tridbal polisices in Jharkhand
rogion of Bihar bos been discussed iﬂ detall, liain focuo
1o on the ovolution of tho Jharkbama party through verious
phagses {rom 1910 enwerds, iis porticipation in the gencral
olections cnd its achiecvomonts, relstion with the political
procoas, Congresse-Jharkhand merger, consogquences of tho
morger, eplit ond fraogmentation of e Jharkhend porly
and enorgence of oplinter groups, 1967 Gereral Eloction
and installation of coslition govornnonts, ™Mao of urban
pressure groups, 1972 Ganeral Eloction ond wamning of tho
popularity of splinter groups, radicelisation of tribal
politico and riges of independont marzist politicol
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orgaonizations, Jhorkhand-pglliance betweon workers and
poasanto, cracko In tho cllionce, lcadership pattera
aronz tho tribals of the reglon, notional political
partico and thelr sttitudo towerds tho damand of a
soparate Jherkhand stato, thoir allegations on tho
Jhorkhend movonont ¢knt 1% 45 8 secosslonist movement
opd a forcign inspired conspiraecy. An ottempt hao aloo
been made %o refute theso allogetions by some argunonte
that the Jharkhand movemont 1s noither a eccossionist
m&emént nor £t is o foreipgn incpired conopiracy, but
% 1o o political covement for thoe gttainment of a
oeparato ctatchood on cthnic ond regional h»aais vithin
Indl on fofleral set up. |

Rhe fifth chapier on conclusion hio tuwp parts.
The Z4rs¥ port desls wlth the findings of the cn¥ire
gtudy of Jharkbsnd wovenent ané iribal politics, ond
the second port snalyses iho ceusos for tho faeiluro of
| %he mvmt;



CHAPEER X
CONCEPE FRAEVORE OF SOCTAL PDVEMERRS

[Soctolopinta end Socinl Anthropologists hove shown
an inereasing intarost in the gtudy of socisl movemonts
ang thoir linkageo with socisl chango. Sociol movemenis
are beconing o oatter of increacing concorn for genersl
public, administratoroc ond ore leoked at with concorn by
poliicy-tnkers. Soclal movemnte belong to the arca of
procecs hoving connection with thoe ecionl structure
{ooclal institutions, cocdal relationships, valuce and
norms) end socisl change., Thoy cause chenge in ths moclial
gtructurc and can be ceouged by it. It is, houwever, not
necopsary that only epeial covements lead to noelal chonge,
Sociol changeo cen teke place indopondently of soelal
povenonts, !

Socla) movement oo an fngtrunent of soclal change
differa from imitstlve or epulotive process of socinl
chonge, The latter centres around acquicsocence, roquost,
obodionco and loyalty ond soeks to bring about change

1. Portds flath lukhorji, "Soclel lovements andé Socinl
Chonge: %owards a fomceptual Cleasificotion and

Theorotical Framework®, Sociological Bullotin,
vol.26, llo.1, lorch ‘!9%7, Ps 30,
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vithout cndangering the law end order situstion. But
the former focuscs on protost, conflict, challengo snd
revolta, It vory often endangers tho provefling law
and order situation to bdbring about coeld change.z The
aulative process of social change in idontical %o ILH,
Srinives’s concept of 'Songkritisation' according to
vbich tho lowser castes anulnte the cultuprsl patv;sm of
the hipghor castes to fimprove thelir social status without
any formel protsat and confrontation. But socliol change
through cnulstion leads to pooitional chenge and not
structursl chonge as night happen in case of o goelsl
novenent, I% has beon peen that enclal movements contaln
some features of omulotive movamonmts. Strict watorw
tight comportnmental fsotion botween thom 1o not possible,
Safle in various ooclal novements toking the form of
rovolis preceding the political Jhorihand movement, the
traditional lsadorship apart from chellonging thoe
prevailing socisl order, auphasised on 'Hindu modol of
tribal absorption?, This *Hindu model of tribal sbsorption?
ic Ldoptical to MLH. Srinfvas's concept of Sanshkritization,
| according to which the Indlen tridbes led by their

2, M.8.A. Reo, ®Introduction®, in his (eﬂ.} . Socisl
Hovement in Indds, vol.I (How Delhd, 1979)c
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traditionsl loaders followed the cultural pattorns of

the upper cacte Hindus of thoir locslity to improve thotr
coelal stptus ang thot woy they lost some amount of their
tribal iaan‘utira This codel s different from the American
model of *'reservations' for the Red Indlans, There were
reservations for the Indiong in the Hew Uorld under various
$rentices concluded betweon their chicfs snd the colonisorts
govarament, but still encrocachment on reservations and
rostriction of their native righte continucds In the
United States which hoo Red Inaian populotion of 800,000
divided into 300 tribos livirs $n 300 rocorvations,

40 percont of them live bolow the poverty line. Federal
Govornnent hes been gpending an incredibly lorge amount

on their welfares and the Rod Iandians mjoy full rights of
imerican citisens, Wt In spite of ¢ thoy bave refusod

to bo assimilated and %o give up ®elr ageparsts idontity.
In Indls the British roveroment cdopted the policy of
protective administretion for the tribel arcas in view

of special problens ond noclsl sfitustion of thr tribals,

It wae of the opinion that normnl laws should mot be
opplied 1in the tribel arcas. (In spite of it, the tribals
continucd to follow €t culturpl pattorn of thn Hin&ua.3

3. K.S. Singh, "?ransformotion of Tribel Socloty:
Int:gx;gféoxz Vs assimllction®”, BPU, 14 Mugust, 1982,
PPe? Ce
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In the nincteenth contury, ths oyncept of socinl
movemont had a opecific meening. It was identifiocd with
the movemuent of industrinl lebour elass (proletariot)
with gocialistic, communintic snéd enarchistic tondenciop,
and sought %o ercato a azoclal order ubich would cbolish
ceoncedc explofitation md glve wrkers a chance t anchieve
full personality devolopmont, On the continont of furope,
‘ .zhia fdentification of zocisl movenmt with the labour
novement lasted until the second decade of this contury,
éehic.h attracted fov poople belongiag To lsbour elacs with
linited goels of climin:ting bourgeols institutions. Todoy
this norrov meaning of social movenment ip no longor
 ponoible. Dow it rofors to o rnoo movoment oiming ot
comprehenaive and fandamontnl chargos in the socinl
structure and soedlel orders It 1o o social movenat in
its broodor songs, I¢ dlffors froo cleselenl sense of
the soctsl movemont which impliod ereotion of an ontirely
new soclo-cconomic and political ordor cpeclally concorming
the inetitution of proporty and distribution of pmarsr."

Thero are some inportant conceplusl comstituents of
cocdal covenentes - definitions, claspification or typologlies

4, Budolf Ecborle, *3ypos ond Functions of Social

~ Fovements®, in Duvid Shills (ed.), Internptional
Laeyclo aaéia of Social Sciences, N Y Eg I




11

ond thelr orientation to the exiatng culture and congoe
quences, oripgin, ideclogy, c¢ollective mobilization,
organizsation, leadership, internsl dynamics, routinisotion
andé funetions., Lot us look at some of the definttions,

Dofinition: "A ooclal movement 10 on orgunised ottempt

on the part of a section of population to bring ebout
qualitative chonges cither portial or totol in the oxioting
syoten of social relations, social institations, vsluos

end normo, through collsctive mobilizotion baesd on
mwlogy“.s Thic definmition cophacisco the port ployed

by ths goct ol rovemont in tho devolopnont of coelal chango.
It bago ideslogicol componont, i.c. & ot of ideep ubich
spocify discontent, proscribe colutiono and justify chonge.

4 much moro comprchansive gofinition is ap follovus:
%4 social moveront oeccurs when o fairly large mumber of,
or an othoruwioc 1donti fioblc ocegrent of population dolidbera-
toly bond togothor for colloctive action . in order to alter,
roconotituts, reinterpret, rootore, protect, cupplont or
eroste somo portions of thsir culturc or eocisl order o
bettor their life choncos by redistributing tho power of

Se E.S.fs. Rao, "Conceptusl) Fromovork of Soclal
Hovemonts™, in his {cd.), %cial Vovenmento in
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control in a mietyﬁ.a Zhese movements Day cent!.ime
ovor & length of timo through repested collective sctiong,

ticlaugblin gives roprocentative definttlono of social
movenento. “Collective ontorprises to ostoblich o now
order of life" hao buen concidored & classie definition.
snong the other definitions ore "group bebaviour diroctod
in s concerned way of bringing about soclel chongesy, *a
group venturce exbtonding boyond ¢ loeol ‘cit:y or o
dingle ovent and involving o oyotematic offort o inoumurato
changes in thought, behaviocur ond social rolotionships?, and
a2 eollectivity vhich cets vith some continuity to promote or

rooist chonpoo in 2 society or a group of vhich 4t 1o paﬂf*..’

Peul Wilkinoon is concorned with the forculation
of o wrking concopl of cocial movement rather than
giving o procice definition. Sho Snglish word
flovemunt? dorives from the old Pronch verb 'ovior?
vhich neans 'move' or f‘impel! and 'movircontum® {turnj,
After explaining this, ho reproduces the definition of
cocicl oovement from Ouferd dictionary aes "a geriec of

6. L.E. Dohopaten, ®Soclel llovements poong the Tribos
of India®, in K. Surcch Singh (cd.), Tribsl Situstion
in Indio (Simla, 1972), p.39%

7. Perry llcloughlin (ed.), Studies in Social Novements
{llew Yﬂrk, ‘969)’ Ps3e
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actions and endeavours of o body of percons for & spociol
objeetﬁ‘.s Bis working concept of socinl movement is bosed
on these formulstions - {8) a sooclel movement {5 2
deliborste collective cndeavour ® promote change in any
direction snd by any moans} {b) a svcial movement rmot
ovince o minimel degree of orgunisation, though 1t ooy
rangoe fron infornsl or partial lovel of organisation to
a highly institutionaliszcd or burcaucratic form; amd (¢} a
socdsl movementts commitnent is % changs ond the raloon
dretre of 1%s organization is founded upon tho conocious
volition, pormative comnmitmont to tho movemant’s aims,
bolicfs and active porticipation orn tho part of tho
followers and metbors. Hojor characteristics of mpelsl
covement, according to him, ares conacious comnitmoent to

change, nininal orgenicstion, noroative commitment aond
participauan.g

According to J. Uiloon, "Soclial moviment is conscious
collective organiscd attempt to bring about or rosist
lorge scale chongo in socinl ordor by mon-institutioncliced

:aean;sﬂ.w To sum up, wo con opay that social movensnt is

8, Paul tiilkinson, Soclal llovements (lLondon, 1971}, p.t.
9, Yvld., pp.26-27.

10. dJohn Uilpon, 1
{How York, 19 s P»
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on orpenised eoclal cctivity or endctvour of o cufficlently
lorge nucbor of peoplo who consclcuonly and continuoucly
involve or take part in $t vith some pignifiecont poolo or
cbjocts before thom - tho objective boing the estebliohment
of a new soelal order or prouotion or resistance to chongo

§{n ono's meisl conwlronnont.

Lmonr some of %o major charocterinmties of soelal
novensots orc the following: (1) o socicl movanents arc
group pbononeny ond the bollofs ond actions orc corried
out by the group mambers, It is o group action rothor
thaon the indivicuanl sccontric bohoviour; (2) tho ides of
the movement sagposte offorts towards schioving chango.
sfforts consiot in nctivitios, dcmonsiration, pootings,
litoroturo and coupoipno, 1% conoloats more thon the
poosivo songe of dlacontend, houever, chored $hot oay be.
It el eo imvolves belicf-percoption of thot lo wrong vith
the goclety, the culture, institutions and uwhat ghould
bo done obout 1%; (3) wovencntis are sore thon oxprossive,
thoy noced o change o gocioly ond thus put procoure on
the non-beliovers ond opponento. Theso are focal pointe
of conflicts ir the coclcky and usunlly gotcrote publie
$ocuos; (4) coclol moveocnts ioply diocontent with tho
ozioting situction ond to ereate o nevw one - o policy,
¢ get of mulos, valuco ond cuthoriiieo ond goek %o ehanpe
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the soclal order and tho gysten; ond (5) discontent sith

the ezleting soclal ordor is accomponied by new prograommes,
policioes and domonds for thelir adoption. Throuph soeial
actions, men chollonge the cuthoritics, institutiong, voales

and norns ubich other pwplc chorich. %The social rovenents
are not pporadic oceurring only once; they take momentun
and grouvth. %hey call out rooponsos {rom those who oppose

. them and dofend stotus quo. So thoy arc olge important
apheres of soctal m.mieﬁ.“ Iv 10 a 9arﬂcﬁlar pignifd-
cenes of tho mcigl movenont that it is5 one of the foportant
meddn through which the nov {deas and praéﬁ.c:aa entor into
the ooclol fobries I%8 appenronece in o sipgn that tho old
cocial order Lo beling chsllenged hoving lost its pacrodnogs
go it becomoo irrelovont to the peoplets noedn., I¢s riso
is oloo an indicstion thot the nev world hoo beon concoivod,
new bopoe ore boing exprosscd ond e falth has boen
ronzwed in the idan ﬂmﬁv humaaityv shrourh 1ts oun offorts
can éﬂﬁ.e this wrld o bedtor oko. Soelal movemonto deoend
attcntion becauso thoy provide volugble cluss orticulated
in the erioos of anouish and declaration of hopes ctout

tho dircetion in uhich tho future changen will toke ploco,
They ore suggestive of hov peoplo coup ulth the ococial

11, J.R. Gusficld (cd.), Protest, Roform and Roveld
{llew York, 1970), pp.T:k. '
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gtroon by iloventing and dcveloping new soelal mcmcmuiz

Soclal oover=nt io a force vuhich saves tho society fron
dootruction, olthouph o dominnnt majority may not reolise
that et tho timo. %his is probobly one roomn wby it o
difficult to cuppross peroonently e movenant; uvhoso aime
~and cbjects ore in hamony with tho tendencics of pociol
change in o given aﬁciaty. 17 the supprossion of the
rovenent contimues It moy letd %o thoe disintegrotion of
tho aocieﬁy.”‘

Socic) tovensnt boo 40 be distinguished from the
feollective beboviour' thot ucnolly takes the form of
erowd bohoviour, nobe-nction, riot, penic, ete. %The
phoronenon of collectivo behaviour moy renge £rom Pesponsos
%o the dispeter, the dicordorly stroet nob or rodical meial
upheaval to the penceful obift in the oricntntions of the
individunln and mwnll groups thot occurring in mes eon
produce mujor chengos ip tacto, fashion an? public opinion.
I% ucially tokes pluce in o problemotic cltuotion in uvhich
the participant lock ndoquate guidance in their conduet.
Chenover any cucton thich is convetiomlly end officially

12, John Uilpon, op, cit., p.8.

13. Hadolf Heborle, Soeiol llovement - An Introduction
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accepted fails to Seke account of, or rung countor %o
deaply felt sentinoms or comron porecption of reality,
people ercato a earrcnt of agitation by thelr actiona,

The colloctive behaviour 4o a problen colving actividy
rother thab o ptrustural soelal action., T¢ 1o endouved

i th birerre behaviour, exagperated emotionality, violonco
and extromisct ideolopgy. 1t occuro not only in the midot
of videsproad cheos, conliclon and uncertsin setsings, but
also in the midet of highly institutionolised settings,
Tha phenomanon of cau&f:ﬁivc behaviour vory ofton renping
confined to o porticulor oociety, though £t uight plve
rise %o a cheln of roenctions at snother place, But it

is not 2o widesproad oo coclol movenent. In 1% the
bohaviour of the participonds ip nover dotermined by tho
prior usxpectations with the posi¥on they ccoupy in stablo
cocial structure. 506 colleetive bahaviour ie in foet
ubiquitous which ceunco tentotive disruptions, but
1introduces pormancnt nodificotions in the socis) atmcturezl’

Tha colleetivo dbohaviour aacﬁrs gomotimes 4in
complota foolntion or conetimen 1% Lo port or an offshoot

of a wuidor social movement, A soclal movemend io vory
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ofton procedcd by oiloctive behaviour againat the
establishod ooclnl order. The oxporiences 4nm colloctive
beheviour can be rolatod to o convorsion procoss, cince
it may produce pew inopos {idesloglcul commitments) or
nou groupings out of whbieh o soclal movemont growagﬁ

But ‘at1ll there is tome rolation botween the collcetive
behaviour and social movenent. Collective bebhaviour like
amzstraﬁén, rﬁ.bt end gporadic oets are instrunental in
genorating social movements and articulating denands for
change. They are gsymptone of provailing lstent dlscontont,
Bow coeclsl rovement znd colloetive boheviour involve
miningl orgenisation of e pocple ond bsliefl about what
ougbt to e done and what will coms to peas.

2ypologion: The litersture on sod ol covemonts cbounds
wita typologles or clogsificotion which e mads in toms
of various arﬁag‘ig; waleh rengs from boiag purely
dogeriptive in nature tc those uhiel have beon deducod
fmm‘ o Wody of thesry.

'The locus of tho movenent 15 e criterion of social
novemen$s. On thic count coclal movements pay be claosl~

fied into linguiotic, religious, seculor, scctarion, casts,

15’ Ibtﬂ: » p. 561’.
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peasant, wrker, tribal, othnic, fonministic, siu&emt,
politlicol or non-political, o%c. Scale and ppatial

spread Lo also a eriterion in tormp of which it may be
classified into national, regionsl and locel soeial
movanents Tho dominant fssuc of intorent such as tcoparence,
wnen liberation and distinetive oxproosive ert form
provides another eriterion. 6

The moat importont eritarion of the claosification

is thot of gonsequencos of the soclal movemcnt and 1%n
orientation % the oxigting culturs ond the society, On

this basia the moveneont may be recctionary or rovivelisoie,
conaoreative, revisionary or roformative, transoformative,
revolutionary, nativiciic and rovisaliotic,

Yhan eoclal movemento advance ainn seoking to bring
back "o mod oldor days® thesc are called a reactionory
movement {Camoron), but thosc sre gensrally known as
roviveliotie (Linton). Conservative movenent scok %o
porpetuate the ptotus quo and are organiscd to obstruct
tho current changes, Linton calls thon perpotuative
covenantn, For hin boW revivalietic and perpetustive
movomoents are subsumod under notiviatic movenent which 1s

16 HaSele Hao, 22:_@&", Pele
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"an orgonised attempt on the part of the goclety?s
petbors to revive or perpetuste selected aspocts of
thoir culturc®, But both nativiotic ond revivaliotice
oocinal cvovemonts bBavo been congtdored to be e agpoets
of the sane ¢laso of phonomonon, This large ¢lapse has
boon termed as revitolisotion rmovement and it has been
defincd as "a conoclous, deliberato, orgoniced offort on
the part of some monmbers of 8 melely to ereato a nore
satisfying culture, a17

Some movemonic oricnted tovards bﬁng;tng about
reforme in sone arcas of 1life or the othor, fnvolving
now rolationohips, cetivitieo, normms snd valuoo, are
knoun 6o reformative movements. Theso are also called
rovisionory becaise in thooo gpectific chanpes arc dosired,
efforts ore nado % modify or smupplant tho cxisting
customs, Wt the existing soeisnl structure as a whole is
mot 1 be replaced, ©All movenents orpenised for tho
purificsdon of the culturc or evclal order by alininating
tovil? or low customs, boliofs and ins® tutions typicolly
social mobllity povenente con be charscterisced ao
roevidonory. This caterory may be quite appropristely
applicd t the soclal wobility movemsnts among the lover

17 L.Kc ﬁﬁh&i’&tm, Q‘Eu dhg Piw{}o
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eastos in tho Hindu soelety. Othor movemento orfcnted
touords bringlng chonges in ouper-ordinate snd pub-ordinate
roelotionohips poy be desipnoted as *tranafoma’eiva?
mpvenents. In the rovolutionary rovementis, attempto |

ave node by the protogonisto to bring revoluttonary chenges
in al]l tho gpheres of 1ifo ond in all tho basic valuos.

Tho aim is to roplace the entire culture amd soclil ordor
with anothor more suitsble, adequate and propgressive,

But tiso ia uot o pay that actually ovorything in the
context 1s roplaced ané Motorically this has nover been

the case with ony revolutionary mmt{mnt.m

In tems of tho eritorion of lcoadership thore ore
oillensrion, messisnic and chilleanic soclal movemcnts.
In 2 highly induotrialised socloty traditionsl groups
and fngtitutions have lost control ovor loyalitios and
behaviour of the individualo., %Tho woskoening of prinary
group attachnent snd the imperacnal charscter of large
scale organisation alienate mon from the source through
vhich ¢ democratic political process io pedlated to citisens
and achieven ito legitioocy, Such olionated people are
comily mobilized armmﬁ charionmasic qualitice and gyrbolie

18, Ibid., PP.400~01, o1
88
954.12
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gotls, 19

2he term millennrien dorives from a Latin tem
ntllenniumt which mecno o poriod of thousand years,
According to nillonsrian trodition which is baged on
apocalyptic ltoroturs and revelation of S%. Jobn, Chript
will reappear in tho gaise of warrior, vanquish the devil
and 5o0ld him prisoner, He will then butld the kingdom of
God and reign in porson for a thousand years. Phe torm
millenarien is novw used ot in 1to epecific mnd lioited
historical eenss, hut Sypologically %o charactorize
relipgouc movenenis, which emphosdisoes inminent, ‘htai,
ultipste, this wrldly end collective aalﬁation.zo

In mossianfc novement, a mossiok as e losder attracts
the people with prophetie powors of inducing sssurance in
the minds of the people becsuse of cortain peeuliar belic?
systan in thoir sulture. Thero is & genoeral beliof emong
theo followors that tm messiah will arisc to bring back
tho good old dayos, the goldan age, secure Justiceo and

- 19 JeRe Gusfield, The Study of Social Hevemenis?®,

in David Shille {(od,}, gxz‘begaﬂm&a& %ﬁ:t&gae&m
of Social Seicngss (Heow York; XNe an), Volelly
Pe N

20, Internat 3
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, 2
drive sway the oppreceors ond get aslvation, 1

In chfiliosoic movement & chariamotic leador io
gupposed to ottraet the followers botause of his choriama,
o personal oxWa-ordinary qualition and slleged
miraculous sueccesses. A chorismatie leador undor divine
ingpiration con only initliete chilloom whieh in the vords
of Frof, lushimam %is a mlleativé preporeiness to
gtart anox towords sccuring or vatortelising the deeply
craved for paradise 1tko happy Life on the vearthﬂ;.zz

Tho rdllemarien and nacsionic both typo of movenonts
arpe sinilsy ia tho sonas that the nojority of miilenarian
covements arc mesclaole. Salvation is broupht about by
& rodecner who o a masdlator betweon the hunen and divine.
- Anothar impértanﬁ nediantor botuoon the dvine and the
oovengt Lo tho lesder, Lecdorship tonds to bo charlipe
natics The intensc and total comml tomont required by
nillsnaricm $o0 sucooncd forth by tho loaders who are
considered to be set apart fron the ordinsry mon ond
ondoved with suporactural powors. Mllomarias ususlly
involves messianism but the two 40 not ncoepsnrdly coinelde.

21 L.K. ﬁo!mpatm, ebs % P 402,
22, Ibld,, p.iD2,
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IDzpoctation of o humtn divine saviour is not always
acconpaniod by oxpectotion of totsl and finsl redemption.
Convorsely expectation of nillemarisn does nmot alwnys
iovolve tho modl tation of s nmessiah. Rodemption in eortain
copes Lo directly brougdt about by thoe divine, lillenarism
hap religioun 1deoclogy and most of them aro rostorative,
Their ain 18 rovitsliosticon of the indigenous culluro and
thelr viow of e futurc &o lorgely tradisionsl, They

arc aloo imnovotive., Sho oot igportent featuré of
aillenarisn seems % be componite 'intormcdisie noturet,

It conbines components vhich aro scemingly mmaily
ozclupive; 1% is historicel as woll as mythicel, rolipioug
ao well os politicol ond noot significantly it is future
oricnted as well as post 01‘5.3::%3&.33 |

The typologiens of tho cocial movement dlocussed
shove ars bound to remain incdoquate for o movenecnt tends
to scouire nov featurcs during i%s coursce ond ony typology
con be relativae to o particular phaso in its dovolopment,
It bap been ascon that 8 movasont shifts from onc type to
snothor.

23 Intmat%m SREY
[ iew Yorky lacihilil

ggeaia' of Soeial Seiencon
113 39 VO * Pp. > 1
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Shore now oxiotso o consldorable literature desceribing
vorfous kindo of movemonts. Thors 1o no gonersl consonous
concerning tho clegnification of movements. Difforent
geholars have adopted differont ecriteris of clsasifying
movenents. They oven glve differcnt terminology to them.

In this work we soloct a fow eriteris of difforent Yypolopics
convonient to our oun intorost, but of little valuo ag an
sbooluto $ypology for penoral uso 0s o gulide to ohporvastion.

fsouoe in the study of socl sl movemento io concerning its
caergence., fThoro are nainly four theories which concoptuns
Jize o origin of & movomont., Thooo theories oxplain
stucliral conditlons cnd motivationol forcen vhich give
riaz to a movement. Thoso arc thoordes of Relative

Deprivation, Strain, Bovitalisation and Asccultuirastion,

£he thoory of rdalative deprivation bac developed
along tw difforent lincs » coclal mobility and soelal
conflict. Tho formor linc of dovelopment 4is roprosonted
by Horion ond Runcimen, Herton aystematically doveloped
the eoncept in rolation to reforonce group thoory
analyse gocisl mobllity. lLeter Runcimsn following o
tho example of Mortom doveloped the concopt in relation
to roforence group and problons of inequalitios and ooeinl
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Juotice. In this spproach relotive deprivation is mmde
the basles of a study of ococlol robility as acting through
cnulation and positive reforence group behasviour, As
againgt thio appwach liarz ond Aborle developed the concopt
of rolativo deprivotion cmphasising thoe slement of confliet,
liorz and Bungols recognlsoed that diosatisfaction uith the
statis quo 1o not dotermined by absslute conditiong, but
by relotivo oxpectations, Aberle defining relative
deprivation ao a negaﬁm al gerepancy baetwoen legitinate
oxzpectations end sctunlity, treated it as s bederock for
the study of & spoclol movement, Ho anslysed rolative
deprivetion in termmus of mutorisl possession, statug,
bohaviour and worth, Curr conpidoroed relative deprvotion
oot in. verms of oxpectotions, but in relation to porecived
cgpobilitios. He defincd relative doprivation as & gop |
botwoon oxpoctotions and porécived egpubilities fmvolving
three sots of valucs - sconomic conditiono, politicol
poucy ond social ototus. The gop moy be caused when )
expsctatione remain ctoble, but éapabinﬁea dseling
{dearenent of deprivation); oxpectotiono riso i}nt
copabilisies declino {progreossive decline); and expectotions
rioe whilo cepabilities ramin %o same {aspirationsl
doprivation). %he point comcaded by rolative deprivotion
theprists 1s that a position of relative doprivation alone
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w11l not genoratc o movement. The otructurel conditions
of relgtive dem,vatian: provide only the necessary condition.
Sufficionmt conditions are provided by the porcoption of @
sitation and by the estimate of cambuitias by certain
leaders thot they cen do mmething to remedy the oitustions®

Snel aer propouniiod the gtrain theory which trects
ptructural strain as tho underlying factor leading %
soclal movenont, Structarel otrein ocecurs ot dtfforent
levels of norms, values, mobilisetion and of tuationol
factlitas, Uhile atrain provi dos gtrustural conditions,
the orystsllisation of o gonernlised bellef narks the
attompt of poreons unfer atrain t snsess thely situation
and to ocxplain the sgituation by eresting or assembling o
goneralisod bolief, But otrain and pgenerelised bolief
require precipitating factor to trigger off o novemont,
Smeloer's analysis of the genosis of the movoment 1o in
structural-functionsl franework. Be cénsir&era straoin
as non-gdjustment of relations among verious parts of
tho gysten and includes dcprivetion under strain. tolloce
raintaing that soelal povements develop out of a delibsrate,
orgenised and conscious offorts on the port of & gioup

2hs HeBslda 8&9, gﬁg_eih ) Fp.lwﬁ.
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of poople in soclety %o construct a more sstiefying
25

culwure,
2ho rovitalicotion thoory propounds thot odopiive

processos are employed o cstablish oquilibrium ol tustions,.

Soctal movements on tho one hand expross dissatisfoction,

diacent and protost ageinot extsting conditions ond on

tho othor thoy offor o pooitive programme of action %o

ronedy the ot tugtion. ﬁaﬂy nativiotic and rovivalistice

movements have occurrod smong the tribsl poople in contocs

with European civilization., %his hap eomotines led o

the ioprassion thnt acsulturatiosn pressurs lends dirsctly

%o fonatical sociol ocovenments., ©his prosaure producos a

statc of *cultural shockt in whieh ihe ¢ribel poople

axporioncen o sort of collcctive hysteriecsl cyndrome

char setorisod by ccotatic but unrealistic comxltuent %

& utoplan eccial movameat,

Ideclogy: The eoclal movemsats otrive to bring atout
catirely new coclowsconomic ond political order. %o

| Justify all their sims 0ll the social movements develop

an cloborste and consiotent sot of fdcas {idzology),

which 1%s manbers muot atcopt uncritically ac monbors

25. Int dg 2 ?ust
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of roligioun group sccept 8 oroed. Fron the idsolopy

ore derived setion proprammes of & nors chonging naturc,

It i5 a foundation of group cohosion and solidarity ond

fts volue in due to ite opponl to the interents, sentioonts
ond reasontments of o certein soclcl strato, Poundors of
wodorn pocialiom Earl Harx, Englos as well as consorvative
cdvocate of social roforu Loves Von Stoln desorve credit
for baving demonstrated that idcology 1o linked with soclel
sltation of csrtain clasoes expresping the socloepolitienl

ingservsts or needs of thope classco amd if they aro not
linked in this woy %o tho actual soclal ofituation of
coertoin classcs, the iden will ranein without practical
efi‘eﬁ.za Idcology intorproto tho environmental and

projocts self-imoge, I codifiop and recognives bolicfa,

gituntion. It 10 not only o 'framcxork of consclousness?
tut aloo a soures of lopitimizing actions. The formulgstion
of fdcology is an ipportant cepect of eny socisl movement,
Tho lepdars work out Al fforent themes by uhieh tho conecorned
scetion in tho novenend attempte to improve its lomege,
respeet md homour. Ydeology dso provides the source of
lopitimisation of nov valuen, normo, Institutions amd

26, Rudolf Heberls, m.131, pp.13=15,
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rolotionchips envipaged by the loaders, It providos the
basis of interest articulation and of establishing ncw
i&wﬂt&s&”

Tho fdeology 15 oll the time not & determining factor
for pcople % join o particular movement., SThelir potivatlon
{n joining & soeicl oovoment may renge fyom a retional
belief in tho movement's aim to pure opportaniom, quite
often tho decision to Join fo more cnotional then rotional.
Is cortain typoo of oovescnts the muss of supportors ore
attracted by thoe poroonsl charm of & leader rather than
orientod towsrds on claborate boliof oystem or dofinite

action programae, Somotities §t becomes traditional for
some families to join o partlculsr movemont,2t

novement &5 rdatod not only to the 1deology tut olso
to tho msture of leadership and orgonisation. In caso
of choriasmatic leaderchip colloctive mobilisation ia
cponteneous. The procoos of recruitment 1s highly
divercified on the basig of tho talont of the peoplo.

270 {eSe e Rao ’ 22_.- %; pp-'?"ﬁ;
28. Dudolf Heborle, D.4, PebhO.
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Intellectual olite formulote idmlogy, businsos elite

cive finsncial support ond political olite takas the
lcaderchip position. In come capes militaery olite has

alm interests in tho attainment of ths ohjectives of

. the movement, Very often the {nitial leadership of the
covoment and oupport to 1t como from tho upper strata of
the socicty which {s under the influencce of wostorn culture
and education. The support from the lower strato consisting
of nminers, poasants, plenintion labour and other entegoriee
of lobour come in the lator period of the movemcnt, Sho
socie) movement %endo %o be chuoractoriged by the colloctive
| lcadorghip with s dlvigion of work among tsho various typos
of olites, 29

Soclal mﬁ&ﬁat as on cetion group noodocone kind
of organisation that ennbloo cortain persons to net oo
sutborised gpokesman and reprosentatives. %ho organisation
ean tako the form of the comoittees, clubs, labour unions
and politfcal parttes,>® But normolly the sociel movement
tecnds to develop 8 lovasc fafernl struecturo with contral
ané rogional associationa boing hold togother by rolatione

29 MNeS.8. Roo, m ci‘kg, PePs
30, BRudolf Heberle, B4, pebhte.
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shipas of locsl autonomy snd sxtornal links basged on conmon
intorenta. One noy idontify different lovels of commitnent
on the part of thoe londers and othors fron falth to
fonoticion, Commitment o manifest in the adopiion of

a2 boliefl pystan wWlllingnoos to volunteer in performing
vorioun tasks, readiness % take riok of various kinde,

The more commitied persons are rewarded im terms of higher
ctatus, bonour and vanpgible positions. In the process of
colloctivo oobilisotlon, s .},aaéem tond to axploit the
pre-cxdoting kin, coste and lingulstiic taes of the individual
regruits and use the troditionsl institutionsl framowrk,
Thoy alszo operats through idtoms ond symbols fomlliar to
the people bosldes ercating new units of arggniaation.’ !

Intornal Dynamfc: A time comes when the orgonlsation of
weial novament becomes pore formal and rigld, then thereo
1o o tendency for schisms to develop and splito, confliets
ond rifte %o occur during the course of the movemont. hile
oome conflicto are in the nature of permnal rivalry,
ethers are based on divergont 1deological difforoncon

which lend %o gplintor mvcmnts.s 2 Tho conflicto and

31 HeSubo Hoo, Q&.% Pe Y
32« Ibigg 3 Pe10e
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oplits olso oten out of Soctics and sirategies $o be
adopted to atlain the aims of ¢ho povement, liore sorious
schiens and splito ero over thoso long term strategios,
The tactles, strateplion, ldcology and organization of the
socisl movemont are intcrdepondents The cholce of tactice
ond form of orgenizotion aleo depend on tho politicel
synten in wbich tho movenmt operates ond in part on thoe
size of tho movanment ond 1ts $nflucnce. The tactico of
the movemonts chenge oo thoy grow - they nay become 1080
‘rovolutlonary as the ncovenent goins in 4afluence or thoy
pay bocose more sgoreosive as tho chancos of success

increspe. 33

Soutinisation of tho Sociel lovement: There is o threshold
begond wbich o socipl covomemt coases to bo o poelal
movemont and becomeo o political movement, Undor certsin
cireumstonces the coelsl movenent bacomes routiniscd with
on ostoblishod 4nstd tutlonnl procedure of recroitoment,
commitnent, code of comduct and ganciions fHr punishing
devionts, Yt bLecomos a pard of institutional syston
loosing its fnnovative foature, Thus when a soclal moviment
with a dofinite and defined fdcology becomen & political

pordy, 1% censes to be o gocinl ooverment and becones a

33. Rudolf Beberle, Nuh, ebb2.
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political movemont. The political party codifies tho
varlior 4acolony of tho socinl movemsnt into 44s ocwn
belief oystcn and providon fnstitutional arrangoment

%0 ioplenent and anferce & code of ccmhxct,% Tho
political porty nmotdlisco the support of tho poople vhe
ocorlicr fdentificd thonoelvos with thoe social movenent.
The poople becomo polliticized ond conscious of their
rights, %hoy learn $6 use e political oystem's normal
ond 1pstitudonal nodes %o chizlletipe the povoranental
policioo ond dosielons and seek te exsercise influenco
snd redress thale grimamas‘.j 3 Tie party sorves as the
politienl) spoarhcad of the novepont, though the moveoont
sy be roprecented thyough soversl parties. The party
may contain soversl movoamonto or perts of thexn.s 6 Even
£ a vovepont does rot Dessps reoutinised or doos not aspire
for political powsr, 1t hao politicael &mplicati.ona.”

sftor youtintsation of 2 movament, thero are
posaibilitics thaot 1t moy dic & notural dests or it mipght

3 DeSuhe Beo, %ﬁifgﬁ e 0,

35. David H. Baylaz, "Public Protest and Foliticsl
Process in 167, in J.R. Gusfield {ed.}, Protest,
Reform and Rowlt (Bow York, 1970}, p«304s

36, Rudolf Boborlo, B, pebbls
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lie dormant for somelioe end plek up mov interoots which
will give it & now 1ife or 1% night dcvelop internal
contradictions ®at vill throw up new forcen &irceted
tovardo increasing maiesliaatiamj 8

etions: Zho groed changes which ususlly occur in the
social order are vory largely tho dircct or indirect
recult of soclsl movemonts. ?br av?ea if o soclsl) movemont
does not achieve sll of 1te goals, ports of 1ts programmcs
are aécaﬁ%&d and incorporated into ever changing soeinl
ordor. Those are the mmi.f’ést functions of the soeinl
povenonts. Among $hs lotent functions are ~ {1) sgocial
covemento contribute to the formation of public opinion
by providing for tho dlecucolon of ococial and politicol
problens through the ésxmhml incorporstion of muc of
tho movepent's ideas into the dominant public opinton;
{2) it providen training for the legdsrs who becone part
of the political elitc ond moy eventually riase to tho
pooitions of lecding statosmen. Vhen those two Lfunctions
heve ropched tho poins there the movonant aftcr having
chonged or modifiasd tho social oraaé, bocomoa part of it
the 1ife cyele of the movenment comes to an ond; £t betdones

38. §leS.he R0, %ﬁﬁg s P10,
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an inotitution, ¢.g In Soviet Union and Chins Communion
¢on oo longer be called o movement, but 1¢ hag transformed
ftself ints a ragm,”

39. Rudolf Hoberle, Bak, Pebbie



Baral Indlo right fyon tho bogimning contained tho
largest nunbor of tribal population. Tho tribals of India
are tho autochthonous peoplo of tho land in %ﬁe 86000
st thoy had been long settled in Gifferont parts of the
country before the Aryon pooplo penotrated India to pottle
doen hore, After the Aryons thore ceme 4o thls land
civilicsod foraigners fron various porto of tho wrld
nainly contrel Acis from acrose the north and northeeastorn
border of the couniry ond pettled heore some of thom, of
courge, for the time boing. But &in spite of 1t tho
indigonous tribol communities of Indis livod 4n rolotive
gecurity, seclusion and igoletion for conturion and in
varying degrecs of agglomeration and in varying lovels
of privary economy. / Thoy (%tibala}i had come to cdquire
through centuries e knowlodge and experience of cortain
tcchnologlcs, weaving, uco of certain matals omd cortain
crafts and a primary low level egriculturel %They oloo
llved in varying loevd s and dogrecs of contacts and
rortuaicatidn with the communities of the peoplen of
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the jatl soclsl orgenicotion. But vhatovor tho levels,
dogreos or stages, thoy vere on the uhole sble %o mointoin
thel r sepoarate Jano idontity. Bach tribel community
maintalined ito own -wdnoraiigious ond ecultural 1ifo and
its political and cconomic orponisation.’

It was only sftor the ndvent of the Byitishers thot
a stir vas folt ond oxperionced in the nidot of theoe
tribsl cmnﬁﬁeg. Such a stir vas slouly and stendily
T brought stout by sovorsl foctors and forces which aifferod
é‘ram rogion to rogion not only in thaelr intenelty but olso
in accordance vith the coloninl nceds tnd ospirotions of
tho British mulors,.

The Briti ch ruleorsc krd to open up tho entire countyy
to be sble to rule officctively and intencively whieh
obliged thon to evolve sventuclly on offoetive and extonsive
comnunicotion gyoten including postal, telegraphie, roaduvay
ond vollway sorvices. LEfostive and intensive rule colled
for a2 coomon adniniotrotive oyoten that sioed at draving
ap cuch ap possible tho catire country uithin its orbis,
obliging tho administration %o set its officers, polico

te [dharranjen Hay, "Introductory Address®, in L.
Suroch Singh {ed.}, Tribal Situation in Indin
(simla, 1972), pp.i10=T17. '
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and ormy % the farthoast wnd despost depths of the land,
}mtera remained the primary obligotion of the British
colonialisn %o moke nilitory conquost as completo ap
possible from one end of the country to the other from
past to west snd from north to couth, This celled for
intornally o politicsl and militery policy thet dotwnded
matntenance of o strong thruet into all the recigtance
areas includiog the forest éepiha end ki1l aides and bill
topo. %his affected tha tribal areas all over the emmﬁ’y./
Fov admirdstrative, rovomue, logal and judieisl sysiems
wore ovolved to tronsfom thoe traditional self-gsufficlont
fribval villoge ccomomy into o merket ccopomy. Dew uppor
clasa of landlords, money-leniors, contractors ang officinls
capo into axistenco as & remlt of tho Britich policics,
end it constituted tho backbone of the neuly establichod
Britich epire. Thio newly omerged upper class wos
instrumental in tho economis transformat fon of tho country,
Chriotien missionnrios ponotrated deop into mony tribal
comupitions ell over Indla, and converted & good many of
thon and oxposed than t the nodorn mrld.z Ss tho
| 3:5.1:1 shers through tho instrunmentulity of thatr policies
ercatoed new goclal, cconmumic, politicsl and sdminfotrative

2., Ibld., pp.17-19,
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inoti tutions to sorve tholr oun celfish intercstas but
vhich weore dotrimentsl to tho tribal interests.

The cumulative effect of tho now Britich policies
wapg fer reaching. 7This brought about tromundous chonpen
in the lifo of tribal communition. $he vory fact that
thoy weore ciposed to o wider 1ife, quicker tempo, a modorn
logol snd administrotive oystom ané al ﬁgathsr to a
difforent wvoy of 1life, tho prepsure of which uss cver on
increeso, meent & great dioturbance in those communitien,
ecoonic, mclal and pgycholopical, %Fhe first sign of
such disturbances and otirringc storted making themselveo
poni foat already abtout the oecond guarter of the nincteonth
contury and in tho civil dioturbancee that followved t’
grent 1857 revellion in which a falrly good number of
these communities of posple, spresd over 8 wlde aroa,
found thansolves involvod, ILven leter in thoe last quarier
of the nineteenth century snd first four doendos of the
tuventieth century sporasdic disturbancep anong the tribes
and ¢loshes wlth tho suthoritices were frequent, The
imsediate and rocuoto csucos of these dlsturbances included
interfercnce in thd r soclal and roligious cuptoma and
practicos uhich were considored borbarous by the Britich
authority, intrmoduction of cosh cropping in the areas of
obd £%ing and low lovel cultivation, alienction of thelr
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community land, tholr esxploitation by londlords, woncyw
landers, contracfors, middlemen, police, forest and other
officialo end their clsin for higher noclal otatus vere
attenpts which vore vory often rosicted by Jawdl Einmgg

In other worda, tho tribal ¢cormunitos wore uprooted {rom
thoisr tribal codo of production. They lost thelr poorings
from the tribal sociol organization, tribol relipgion ond
twibal cultursl life. A large scoldon of this tribal
population was roduced to tho ototus of bond alaves ond

- perfs of coneylonders, gopinders or londlords and contractors,
They were al go reduced 3o tho csteppry of noar slove
labourars wrk_ing in plantation, wines, railuay, rood
congtruction ond othar cich enterprises, 7They wors
upreofed froo thelr babitat and lived a wretched oxinteonce,
A section of those Yribos was Dranded as criminal trivos,
as manbers of these tribes could only survive by methods
offiecially deeecribed as erines becamies of tho logn of

land and thoir none-accensibility to altornatc occupations,
Thoy aaffered fron seomonic and political messurss odopted
by tho Britichers %o enhonge thdlr ccononic oxploitation
of the country. Thoy siso sufforcd fron o now lawp vhich
wore gpocifically formmlated %o porve the economie intarosts

3. Ibids, PP.19-20.
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of the nowly cmerged upper claaa." The British governumt
adopted the policy of protoctive adnini strotion for tho
tribal ercos in view of speclial problems snd goclal
cituation of the tribols, It wos the opinion of tho povern-
nent thod normal lawp should mot be applied in the tridbal
aroas. This principlo underloy the paosago of Scheduled
Districts sct (1874) ond shoped the concept of 'vackword
arcas' undor the Governmont of Imdis Act of 1935, %he
tribal ereas were ternod oo *Dzelwded Aresst! and wero
placed under the &ircet Britich cominfetration. Instifution
ol Developnent Boarde for the excluded sreas cstoblicdied

by the Britich 414 not substantially ellevizste thoir
(tribole') alfemation,’

Before Indepondence, the otirrings and civil disture
bances enong the tribol corrund ten took the fora of
sporadic revolts and uprisings liko Revolts of Assam tribes
under Coudhar Konwar in 1828, Rovolts of Khesls of Ascom
in 1829, Grest Kol insurrccetion 4in Bihar in 1831.32, loik
rovolte in Gujorot 4n 1838, Bhil Revolts undor Euwar Jive

b  AeR. Dosal, *Iribep in Transitionv, in A.R, Dooal

{_agig, Raral Sociolopy in Indin {Bomboy, 1969),
Ps »

5. BReSs 5ingh, “Pransfomation of Tribal Soclotys
Integration VYo Asoimilation®, EFY, 14%th August
19&, p013200
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Vagsave in Gujerat in 1840, Rovolts of Chokro Biopyi, the
Ebond tribal lesder in 1650, tho Sonthal Rcbellion of 1855,
Birsa uprisings of 1895-1900, Rani Cuidallotso lsger none
Chriotian rovolts {Asoun) in 1932, ett:.6 Zhese rovolls
vore undor $ho leadership of locol treditional clites,
These tribal upricings on o whole haa cocial and reliplous
ovortonss of adbolition af feudol zmﬁ ami-fenﬁal forms of
| land ownersidp ond traofey of lami to tb.e agtual ti1llora,
;heaa uprisings in the course of tims also became poliiicol
fe:hen thoy joiae& tho uider nationsl mvmt for indopcndence
ond no-tax compalgn opainst the alion govermment, But moast
of tho upriocings woro mizpmsaeﬂ end in the long run, the
tribales had to mly uith tho British policios uwhich vore
dotrimantsl %o %helr intorecots, By the third and fourth
docados of this century, in many of thuse tribal coumunities
signs wore ovident onough thot a new polf~conacicucnoss and
& comsciouencan of ﬁwir‘aﬁcisl, goonomic and political
rightc was introducing nen disturbing clemcnts into thoir
ovworall politieal 1lifs oand setivitioes.

The problens of %o sribals contimied aftor indepondonce
despits the strotogy of devolopmental change adopted by the

-

6. V. Rnghavaiah "Pribasl Revolts in Chronologicel
Order: 1978° ta 19717, in A.R. Desal (ed.), Feagant
Strupele in Indla (Boobay, 1979), pp.za-zﬁ
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government. Therofore, the old tridbal problems in the
course of Hme also scquired new dimenslons. Some mow
problems of sharpor edge have slso omerged ocuch ag security
of Jjob, docent stondord of living, oasy accessibility to
resoureos of clvilizod 1ife, acquisition of cducotion
which can engble tan to decide whot customs, whot ritusls,
and whot sesthetie cultural elcments they should rotoin,
climinate or sbpordb from thd » own &nd alion cultures,
The tribal problen 85 tho issuo of tho establichment of
o social order founded on tho baosls of equality of
opportunity end climination of ezploltatian.’ In other
wrds, thoir problem 1o tholr involvement in the moincetrcam
of national 1ifo, ccononic dovolopmant end socisl Progress,

In pbst-indapmﬁcme poriod, the alroady cmorged
consciousnoes amﬁg the tribals also scquired now dinensions.
The specific conotl tutionul arrangements snd the plodges
of the governmont sueh as {ncluclon of demecratic way of |
1ife, principles and procedures, sdult suffrage, fundamental
rights, direetive principlco for tho guidance of the
centrel and stato governmments ond edninistration, seculoriom,
- ceononie system aiming ot cod clistic pattern of socioty
and safeguards for the scheduled esotes and scheduled

7. Ibld., p.231.
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tribes, proved conducive ¢ the tribal consclounnces ond

the tribal political ec:tiviﬁee.a/ Undor the influonce

of nov constitutional arronpgements and alroady coorped
conaciousneso on orticulate ond effective politicel clite
enorged in soveral tribol oroas. The new tribsl politiesl
olite has not only ccquired o tapte for politien, but it

i5 oloo vigoroudy contributing to the chorgence of a now
political fdlom. It %o not comstroined by the convontionol
rulos of politicnl gamoi 1t coken $to own ruleo oo tho

ploy progrossen. Thio oclito rejocts the solitude of thooo
in pover znd hoae no use for their condsccending bensvolonco.
- 1% is conceioun of tho tribal rights snd io espable of ncoking
chirord ead coleuloted movos Yo goin thelir agcsptoneo, Thero
such on elite dooo not oxiet, politicel partios, nstionsl,
rogionsl or locol aro coving in %o f£i1) the v&em.g The
vardous politicol portios are sxtunding thelr sonep of
octivitice in the tribal orcan., Thoy huvse ereated munorons
orgonisationns 4o the tridbal arecas and sven leunched various
povanenats %o redross $ho gricvonces of the tribal populotion,
The vocol, educatod ond richor section of the tribos all

'@ Mharrenjan Ray, Ops git,, pp.2i-22,

9. 8.C. Iube, "Insugursl Address?, in K. Suresh

Singh (cd.), Zribol Situstion in Indis (Sinle,
1972), p.30.
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over the country have sles started indepondent politicsl
orgeni sastions of the ¢$ribal population ulth o viow W
oecuring concoasion ubich they fael to bo beneficial %o
tho tribes.’0 $he problams of the tribals snd thelr
griovances are boing politicisod increasingly. Thost are
belng manipulated by the tribel olites and tholir politicnl
orgenisations o modilise tho tribal support bebind thon
to @Wa tholir own a%atua, %o occupy poverful politienl
positions ané %o sorve thclr own solfish intereste.

Today the entiro pgormt of tribal problens havo to
‘bo seon in a political porspective, FPollttes hao cmorged
pe $ho principsl avemme through which thay look forunrd
to finding solutions to Shoir monifold problems that have
poeraisted in one forn or another through centuries, The
$ribale through politicsl actions, f.e. netbordhip of
politicel partics, participation in rollics, denonstration,
voting, potidioning, morchos, cpontancous revolts, arded
gtrugple and guerillo warfare, seek to chango their phynieal
and spelol environment, Thoy hove ovolved local politicsl
inctitutions a8 o shleld to protect tholr soclal, sconomic
and cultarsl interests. Shoy oloo uso the mothod of ballot
box ond elected roprescntotives to the otate asserdlios

10* ﬁaﬁ& 985&1, 9& % ?.233
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and Bouge of tho peoplo to schiove thetr aime cnd demonds,
Thoy use both perlianmtary ond non-porlicmentary nothods
of strugglo.t?

In the laost tw dccados thore have been many new
additions to the tribal nesdo, for the teibsls have olm
undorgone a limited rovolution of rising aspirations, They

( arc ayare that in tho cmmapamry politice, compet! tive
prossures dotormino onot's placo and shore in the docision
moking procoss. By bolng o port of %his process thoy fool
thoy can ensurs nod only the prescrvation of thay nolfe
interosts but al oo galn proportionately lorger sharo of
goarce romurces of cconomic dovalopriomt. In many srose
thoy bave discarded the pstellite role they have ployed
oo for in the politicenl pwocons. There has beon o noticooble
ghift ia thotl r politicel stiitudes and glrategies, From
tho politics of complisnco and affirmation, thoy have
ooved over to tho politlien of prossure and protest, The
tribal political elités in tholr offorts to copturc the
pindo and votes of the tribals ere adopiing radieal postures
and fomeniing militent apitastions. %hs Lire of discontant

111 Jool 5. ¥
Preosures towuris i 2 al a

¢ Snird vor LONg p;: '

R.H. Dosa ’ g, cit,,, pps%"j!:
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!
{0 by fed by intorooted tribol and non-tribel epeneclcs,
The politicisation of tho tribal scone in o senpe $s o
natural ond logical culndnntion of the democerstic process. |
The politdcal culture of thoe ¢ribale is undergoing a
raGicsl troneformotion. %ha tribes sre erorping fron
tholr *'subjoctive political culturo? {n uvhich thoy &4
not question the velidity or uscfulness of tho higher
political &e&ai&m, und visuslited thdr oun role oo one
of compliancel In otbor vordn, thoy concerned themeclveo
with output functions of the political syoten and wero not
bothercd about 1ts input process But the vmerging political
calture is dMaturbing in soversl rospects, 1S appoars
% bto & crops botveon whotd Almond and Verbs would ecoll a
‘gmehial political sulturst and *participant politiesl
culturct, It ie orionted wore © subrational tribal
fdantition than to o broader national fdentitiens UThere
interests of emaller unit ond lerger unit clash, the
tondency is to ignore or sacrifice tho lntter, This
conotriction of percpectives resulting in exclusive or
excceogive focus on purcly mgienal, local or tribel
intoresto and on tholr colutions ublinked with brouder
noilonal intorests inperic parcehbial overtones to the
energing political culture, %he protagoniets of thio trond
rotort that tbey arc not the only one in the country ©
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adopt thlo strategy ond the realities of the contemporary
socidl situation 1s on their side. On the other hand,
thoro 18 cleo mone wolcone ovidence of the emorponte of

o 'participant political culturet in vhich the psople toke
an active intorest in framing insuce and formuleting
policies, quostion the validity and usofulress of highor
political decisicns vhen neceaspary ond sugprest rectificstions
to vhot are or w¥het appears to be unjust dacisions end
polictes, They have dovcloped & concorn both for thoe
output and input precess of the politlcol systen, This is
a vholecone trond and 1% cen be channolised %o strenzthon
InGfots roots of dewersey. But the unsany nix of paroehiol
and participant clemonis in this &ntemmiﬁe% typo bf
political culture ralses 0s mony problome as it solves,

the nein 1o harnonisetion of nutlonal and trihal interests.
Further tide bi-faceted politicsl trend visible in tribal
Indta todoy is both conjunctive and alafunctive on iho

onoc hand a new tribal solidarity is deing forgod and on
the othor the tribols os o cotepory aro belng allicnpted
fron tho rest of country's population. %Tribainess 1o nov
o poweriul political factor ond o cxploit ite full
posential tribal groups at diforent technoescononic lovels
snd ropreoonting dlfforont cultural ethoo and potiorns

ore being linked politicelly vhieh has given visc to
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poparatiot tribsl political movements all over the

country, 2 t

\" l'&
L
. M

II. Dolineotion of Jhorkhsnd Fovement

seross the bolt of niddle Indio running fron the
border of Gujorat throughk lladhya Fradosh, Bikar, COrisea
and Yoot Bengel lice a vast tract of undulating upland
intorspersed vith hilly spurs ond fortile valleys, fTho
aroo 1o generally forectod ond the eastern part $s richly
ondowed with voluablo minercl deposits. It is peopled by
end large by the tribal comounities, SThers are 16 districts
in tuls region belonging to Bibar, Bongnl, Hadhya Pradech
{tiF} and Oriescaf. ©This region is known ao ébarkhampmgicn. -
2he proposed otate of Jharkband io supposed % conoiot of
7 districtns of Bihor, 3 of liost Bongal, 4 from Oricon ond
2 fron lladhya Pradeoh, In thoe stoate of Bihagr this rcgion
i1a covorcd by tho Chotongpur division {(consiosting of five
districts Honchi, Polomou, Hazaribopgh, Dhanbad oand Sinpgd
and Santhal Pargenas and Giridlh dlstricts. The sthodul

12, S.C. bube, P dh, PP.30=33.

13. %Tho vord *Jharkhomd?' mcons o 'Eract of forestt or
tforcst Roplon'! or 'Buch land?., It s also known
ag *Ehukhat, The [loghul caperors gave the name
of Jharkhand to thdo rogion due to voast snd thick

forest, Britishero called this ropgion as Jungle
¥abal. '
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oroa in the otate of Biher are reotricted to Heneidd
district, tho Lathohar and Delbhum subdivisions in Palamou
ond Singbbhum 41 otrictso reospectively, and Raj llabal, Godde
and Dumks subdivisions of Santhal Pargoned’ dlstriet. %he
tribal arcas in Oriasa oro Kcoﬁjhar, Boral, Bombra,
Gangupur and Hayurbthanj; in P, sérguja, Jashpur, Udaipur,
Rorea; in Vest Bengal thio region is covored by Furulla,
 Bankura and mdnapera./ - fdnoty pgrcm of the tribsl
papulaﬁan in thic a0 callcd Jharkband rogion is concentrated
in tho 7 districts of South BibarJ The donolty of tribal
population in Bihar éiffers from distriet to dlstriet.
Renchi has the hipghest concontration of $ribal populotion

58,08 porcont. Sho next highost concentration of tho
tribals e in Singhbthum sbout 46.1 percent. In Paleman,
Phonbad, Giridih, Besaribagh ond Senthal Pargonss 4lstricts,
the tribals constitute 19,1 porcent, 19\.6 porcent, 13.7
percens, 8.7 percent and 36.2 percent respectively, Token
together ge total tribal populotion of Bihor fs obout
49.33 lakh, ubich conotituto about 8.76 percent of the
totol populntion of Bihar."’

The tridals of this Jharkhand roglon belong % the
proto Australoid stock, though traces of langoloid strains

4. GCenms of Bihar, 1971,
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THE PROPOSED JHARKHAND STATE

Acmrding to a document of the Jharkhand 25,984,748, The community-wise break-up iy :
FParip (Jharkhand State: Whar, Why, How?

Jhackhend Party  Banifesto, Church  Press, {.'.‘bfgs o "’,2.3_2.7"(?39
Ranclz, 1979), the propesed State would com- Beiedided Castes chedabod and 3,752,605
prise 16 Jdistricia (7 from Bihar, 3 from West *Yﬂﬂ"ffii'c{{;: 1.r{tflf‘~\t{: sl and
Bengal, 4 from Qrissa and 2 from Madhya 'llf’f.’""‘{)l")‘,"f”,f}r d o ;,f:;??
Pradesh). The doctiment says tiai the Jharkhand !“’f’g o JRGERALRE GO Jamy
Party wili not imsisg on the inclusion of parts of fong times 1 »’v,?g»‘: .379_‘
Gaya, Shalobad, Monglye, Bhegolpwe  and Fotul 25,984,748
Mirzapur diztricts of Bikar, (howgh they form {The non-rihal population ronsivts of * those
part of Fharkhand — becav o that would disrupt wiio frave been Living in Jharkhand sinee on fom
the adminisirotive unity of Bikar. Therefore, the times  phe Hwse Marwari, Bengall, Otiya,
reui atea and population of Sharkhand State as | Punjabl ond G jarail rqdery who came 40 dhar-
concelre would be more 1 v stated befow: i hand several decades buck and 1o day consider
The momosed State will nave on area of themselves Jharichardis, Theww figures do noi

Ko7.646 33, kdomuaves, Hs popultition gecord Wclude migrani Bausirksl workers Srom wierth -
ing 10 ke 1V71 Ceasus was estimaied 1o be Bihar.} :
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hove olco been found in porisc of Senthol Porgenno, Thoy
oro of average hsipht, dorkbroun im colour and generally
hoalthy. 13 They belong to about thirty difforent fribal
comcunitios each wWith diotinctive culture and institutions,
like Iumnda, Oreon, Ho, Santhals, Kherwar, Birhors, Birjio,
Lohra, Blmiya, ChikeBoroik, Binjia, Asuar, Scurie Paharia,
16 "
the poot foportant tribes erc those of Fundo, Ho, Oraon
end Santhal ond they constl tatc nbout 80 percent of the
total tribal populetion im Bibor,

Ilsler, Banjara, Corsit, Kormali and Rorwar, ote.

Zhe tribec of Bibar kove o nusber of lenpnogoo of
thoir ova. llpst of the txibol lonmogos foll into o
coteporiens ~ tho pustric ond Drovidion., [undari, Fo,
Santhali, Kharin, Birbori, otc. balong to tho Auotricfonily,
vhile Rurukh, the longuage of Orcon ond Holto, and She
lonmage of llaler of Samtbnl Porgenos belonpg to fas
Lravidion group. Dundsri, Saathali, ¥o and Oroon oro
well developed lengunges ond these have thoeir omm litoroture,
Zho peript is cither Dovnogei or Eonan. The large nuober
of the tribals of the rogion opodk HEindi or ong of ito

15, Sachchidonond, *Iribal Sitwetion in Bibor®, in
K. Surcooh Singh {(o@.), Tribol Situotion in Indie
‘Siﬁﬂﬂ, 19}2}9 pd?ﬂo '

16, L.P. Vidyorthi, Culfmr% Contours of Fribal Bihop
(Colcutta, 1964); p.
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dialect like Magadni, Bhojpurt, Cowni or Ssdani, 17.6b
porcent of the txibes in Biher sposk Hingt as tholr nother
LONgUo,. | amo%her 17 percent are bilinguaol and bosides
tiir mother tonpuo thyy gpeck Hindt or onc of 4tno dalocts
86 o second langucice On Bongal and Orissa bordor thoy
gpeak Bengell ond Gziya ag moaﬁm’y languages, 1In
Shotanagpur v mn@aga of %ha woekly mrket and sapiler

ngﬁéakrgem%/v P alGordBao .

It $5 thic sb called *Jhorkhend rogilont'! where o

~ politicel movement popularly known as [‘Jharkhand Movement!
i{s going on, But this Jharkhand movement 814 mot begin
‘&b such. Mg o mottor of foct, 1t was precoded by s nucher
of ooelal movemonts, vhich very often took tho form of
revolts like *Santhal Rebellion® of 1855 and *Birass
uprising of 1895-1900' oxtending over about wore than

@ centurles. The povenents ond rcﬁ“elliom preceding

the prosent Jharkhsnd oovenont were mainly eothnic and
eimed at tribol awakening and soclal end economie t&plif‘tw
zent. In a&éition)tn boing roliglious and cultural,(thoy
aloo aimod ot transforming the then exiBbing smcioty in
general and tribsl in particular end gotiing solvation

- 17, Sachchidanand, op. cit., ©p.170-71.
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from the oxploitaotion mmd ogéreasian by tho cutolders, |
Thoy asserted thdr tribal identity not inferior in ony
pense to that of tholr explofiters, Thoy slmed at incresaing
ethnic unity, purity and prosperity through roformed
roligion and to rosist tho cneroachment by the sutelders

on tholr ancestral land and instltutienc,

Zhe voriocus tribol communities of thoe reglon lived
i villeges pancefully in frosdom omd relotive isolation
uptil the sixteomth contury, It wac from thic contury )
onvards that the infiltrotion of tho outsiders ints this ,/v’r
rogion bepan % take ploce. The Hoghul cmporor Jahangir
inveded this reglion roinly Chotenogpur cnd begen to tnke
ennual trilute from the king of Chotensgpur. The king of
GCheotonoppur and varlous trioal ehiefso bLecone fenderiesn of
the ¢ontrol Ipghul cuthority, Tho Roje in order to
strangthen hip feudal base gove lond % the casto Hindus
apd ¥uslios for thd r religious and military services, uho
migrated freom the adjoining erean of north inte this
/mgicn md thio way the exploitation and oppresasion of
[4he tribols of the reglon begon, %ho advent of Bast India
Gompany in the oecond holf of elghteenth contury added o
now dincnelon ® tho socio-economic exploitation ond
opprassion of the tribals. Fhe British eolonialists
exploited and opprossed than in eoiluaon with Hindu
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landlords, Bengall monoylandors, traders and controctors.
S0 with tho advent of the *gikn___g',‘a tha eorly troditionsl
social, coononic and politicol relations, troditional

ordor and institutions bopan to deintegrate, %The
traditional tribsl coononmy was tronsformed into market
economy by the 'dikus' to protect and promote thoir owm
interentn. Just ao thers hod been a clesh of geonooic
interonts, sinmilarly thore bod been o clash of culture

aleo betwesn the ¢riktals and the nonetribol vested
interosts bulwarked by the mling cuthoridy, thse Britichors,
She tribals rescted fiorcely whem their roliglous bolfofs
wera acofled at, thelr indopsndonce was atiacked, thelr
tradi tional cusioms and panners,; civil righta, Judicial
systens, atandords of ot quotte, prectipge «wwd code of
econduct were brushsd aside and thoir deep rooted gonvontions

. 1
were ipgnored, insulted and violated, ° Thus tho tribosl

i8, Diku 45 o ribal toro wiich &8 used for the foroignors,
f.0. thope w0 cone Drom outelde inte ihis tribal region
and indulged thepoolvos in the expleoitotion and gppreee-
gion of tho local iribals of tho reglon. 1% i
intercsting to note thot the connotation has chmped
from me t time, Originally the term *Diku' vas used
% ncan tenindars and bls enployoes, who were non-tribals
Leter on, 1% degan W be used fo mean non-tribals of
uppor custe including Britishers, A% presont 4% 15 used
%0 meen the people frow Ueiih Bibar, Seo Surajit Sinha
Sen and Panchbhoil, "ihe Conccpt of Diku Among Pribec of

Chotepoppart, tien in India {Renchi}, 1969, vol.i9, lo.2,
PP 121"339 '

9. V.i. Hoghevelah, “dac urd of Trikal Struggleos 4in

Inala®, in A.R. Deoal {cd.), Pessant Strugple ip Tndle
{Boubay, 1979), Pe«lb. '
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people werc never ablé to reeover from the inforior
econonic position % o marginal euboiotoncs level in
vhich they ucre placed as o remlt of the super-imponition
of the now occonomic oystem by the dilus. Quite log,icany,
‘msreféra, ingccurity end frustration led %t ongry rovelto
ond movemants, the purpose of vhich wap %o proeserve their
land under traditionsl gy etom of land tonurs, end thelr
cocdinl, cultursl, coorvumic ond religious baliefes - a usy
of 1life which 18 cleerly bound up with thelr Sraditionsl
lond-tonurce ayasten,

' (W&. Reghovaieh reports that thore were mere than
soventy tribal revolis in Indlc extendlog over & perled
of nearly two hurdrod years, Out of thenm, sbout 20 rovolts
took placo in the oo colled Jhorghend region.m Some of
the ioportant tribal rovolts and movemonts uhich took
place in this region were: the Rovolt of Heje of Dalbbum,
Bhumij Chaur of Ilonmbhum, Rewolts of Eolpr Hoo, ond Hundss
in Chotamagpur and Santhal Pargens (1795-1800), Tomar
Rovolte in 1801, Chotoncopur Tridbal Rovelt {1807-08),
ths Great Kol Insurrcction {1831-32), Sonthal Uprising
{1855-56), Bokta Risingz end Bol Novoment of 1857, Sardari

20, 9, Baghavaial, Tri Rovolto in Indiae (Hellere,
1971}, pp.261e
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Laral or imktl Lorni llovement 18581895, Khoruwer lovcmont
of 1833, Tamar Revolt of 3820, Bires Movement of 1895«1900,
Bhagat lovement of 1902, Eol Inmrrection of 1931-32, otc.
Yo ghall pgive a short deocription of soma"af the tribel
revolta ond novemento which would be helpful in tho
doelincation of m curront Jharkhand Hovemont in this
ragism through various pmae; vinee 1to incoption.

Anons the sariient tribal rovolts uss the Tomop

- Bevolt vhich uos repeated over 7 tines between 17801832,
Under Bholunsth Sahay of femar tho tribalo revelted agoinst
the Britioh suthority cnd fts erny in lidnapore, Leelpur,
Thedhe, Ghetehila, Jholda, S1111, Tamar snd in tho edjolning
areag, %hio rovalt was vory mich dae o the faulty and
slien systcn of povornment, e’

In 1832, the arrous of war moerc circulated throuphout
ths region, The Oreon, lundae end Hos or Kole who ore
othnically, linguietically end culturally distinct joined
the insurgents undor tho lcodorship of Gange Harain Singh,
a poegbor of Banblum Raj family. The main otronghold of
this rebellion wan the prescnt 3ingbbhum district with
Chalbasa 2o e odninistrative hesdquarter. In each
village of the orea, the dilkug werc mardered and their
bousec were burnt osnd plundercd, From this time onmards,
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the *Eols? cane to be knoun as 'Lakrs :Rols' bacause

they proved to be splondld fightors., The Britich outbority
wis not propared for tho ocutbreak of a rebellion of mich

a nagpitude. Pinally, the revolt was put down in 1832-33,
Holban or Ho country uwas anncxod as govemnant sstate,
Siople rales for the adninistretion of Eolbans ware droun
up, though the systen of gvernment through the *Ho!

tribal heod wes matntatned.?!

%he Khorwar Liovenent of the Senthals in 1833 was
potivated by tho desiro ® roturn to sn idcaliscd poast of
tribsl indepenisnce,  The wrd *Kherwsr? i ould ¥ bo
an ancisnt pame of Senthals aud in thelr ninds 4% s
Inseperably sooncleted with the golden age of thelir history
vhen they uvad in on adomlulo indoponiance and thoy had
not W pay tribute %o the king excopt s enzll offering
t teir ledors in virtus of thelir ofﬁcen.m This

21. R.0. Dham, "Zribal Hovement in Chotanappur?, in

- SeCs Hulic {od.) gaent F"o?iwt and ﬁeﬁam in
Indian 1v11£aa%i  Samla,

Pe P
mtw in iy | gm;asi :’;ﬁ&e Tﬁifg 3f
] a8 'S
ss.m%%g in §g%n’(ﬁimla ssf;a), pp.a,ig-m'&
yo eaﬂara&:i Pattern Avong
2rdbals of Chotonazpur® 1h o Surosh .:ingh (a&.),
fribal Situation in In &ig (Simla, 1972), p.bh2.

22, Lotter %o the oditor, gge Statommon (Celeutial,
0%, 8, 1880
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movenaont started under tho charisnatic loadership of

- Bhagirath Hanjibi of Codda ouwdbdlvidion, vho sasumed the
t1tlec of '"Babaji' and onnounced that bo would ropgtorc the
Golden Lgo of tho Senthnls iIf they roturn to the worohip
of ona God and clean themselves froo thelr sins, Ls o
king of the now Santhal Haj he endeavoured to liberate
the Senthals from tho opproscors like Sahibs, somindars
ond Hahajens, Ho exhorted the Senthale to worship the
Bindu dfoty Ram who he identificd «1¢h the Santhal *Cando?
and bannod eating pigo oand fowls., Hoe ascured then that
thoir lond would be rocovoraed, Tholr proesent oppreocion
ond ezploitation, he explaoined, 15 o 4lvine punichnont for
pbandoning the worabip of onc God and turning to the

yWencration %o tho oinor gnd evil spirftc. Later on, he
{mposed on tho Santhals tho rules of bohaviour which
reflentod Hindu notion of ritucl puriiy ani pollusion,
Fuchs suspocts Chriotian influcnce in tho ocarly phases of
this mevoment. Lator on it took more pelitical turn by
plenning a revolt for driving away none-Ssathals out of
thoir habitat}}

23. Joopeph Troisc, 7Scecial lovemont amonp Santhalo”,
in HM.S.A« Rao ted.) einl lovemants in 1 dia

{How Delbi, 1979, cphen ¢
’ 196;}; PP @6"59.

» Pe
cbellious Pro het tBomb&y,
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Bokta Rising, Sardari Larai or luk$l Larai llovement
of 1858«95 took place in variocus parte of Chotanappur,
Sardard Laral {®ho wor of leaders) lovement was restorstive,
f.0, to atiain thelr anclent rights on land by expelling
hated landlords through revolution. According to K. Suresh
Singh, Sardari Larsl llovemeont cvolved through threc phooos -
tgrori ot phape {1858-1881), tho Revivalistic phase (188t~
1890) ond Political phase {1899-1595).%' '

Zhe Sonthals furthor rovolted in 1855 ogainet the
exploitation and oppraaaiaﬁ by tha sanindars who wera |
endoved with unjust powers of ownorship of the land which
the Santhal cultivated for many yoars as their own land.
2hd s rebolifon of Santhsls woo sled apninstthe village
ponsylenders and officlal asutocracy who wore anpowored to
imprison the poor pencants in tho event of thelr foilure
W repay the debto, The Senthels nover thoupht that they
“could bo ovictod from thoir oneestral lond boldings ang
forests ani that they w111 be doprived from tholr cottle
ond grein erop e to follure to pay tazes sand debts, but
thot came to be the order of the doy., ¥wo brotheors Sidmm
ond Ronhu proviced leadership to the diocontmnted Sonthals,

24, B.E. Boy Burman, "Soclal Uovaments hmonp Tribes
of Indla®, Secular Democracy, Anmual Dumber, vol.IV,
ﬁﬁ&'B&#, Pesln - '
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Thoey not at Bhapnodih vhoro 544k ané Kanbu anpounsod
%2t it 15 o divine ordor for the Santhals to pget ready

o do away with the oxploitation and opprescion by thoe

- outsiders, tako poosession of thoir lond and establioh

2 govarnnent of their own. Ag many as 35,000 Sontholp
formed tho bodyguard of thelr leodors. They armed thcmgolves
dth thelr trs;ﬁi tionnl wenpons bov ond arrows, axes and
swords and wmarched towards Colaitts o place o petition
before the povernor %o frce them fron their opprossorus
But onc police inspoctor obstructed tholr morch and provoked
then into violense. Thuso stortod Wielr robellion end
thol r regultent massacre 5% tho hands of the Britishers,
fhe rcbellion lastod for 60 dayn., The Santhal rebellion
forced the govoramont to roviou 1ts policy towards the
Sonthal tribals. Ln ores of 5.000 sq. nileo was corved

- out ag 'non-regulationt district and 1% woo nomed an
Santhal ?argama'; Ono cdministraotive authority tno pot
up to rocover oliengted landc from the immigrent londlords
in order to return thenm to tho tribals, the origimal
ownoro, 5o thic Ssnthal rcbellion wes abeolutoly o
rontorative movament which simed at completo amnihilstion
ond axpuloion of thoe exploiters and opproasors both
indigenous and foroipgners, and reverdion to the proviocus
government and carlicr rulco of sgrerien ond socisl
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ralaﬁens.as

In 1895, duc % oncroochment of lunds land by the
fmoigrant londlords, alluremont of Kunda labourers to the
oo eptates of Apassm by willy recruiting agonts ond o
fonine, Birpa Munda arosc ag o prophet and storted
proaching o pew religlon.) Birse rocelved teschizgs from
‘buth tho Luthoran mmmee snd Hindu ascotics, but
lator reverted to bis Hunds reiipgion bringing with hin
baliclfs and imgaa‘v from wih the nojor foiths, He tought
the Hundos that he was & divinely sppointed nassenger
w0 came to deldver them fron the foreign rule. (He come
%o be popularly known ac 'Bhagwant' and nharts‘.ahha\tthe
father of the mrld;.\ Ho elajmed that bis misslon was
to cave the faithfuls froc destruction in fmminent flood,
firc and bulbstone by loading them to bill top of a
mountein, Boneath tham all the Britichorn, Mindus ond
Yuslims wuld perish, aftor vhich Funde kingdon and selfe

rule {Abua Raj) will uchor in. Birss proached Hindu 1desls

of ritual purity, mornlity and secoticiam, The Birsas
covepent uss a revitalisation movoment btut it ptorted
in o Yypleal ’é:ay of notiviotic movoament. %bis movemont

25 Ir. K.Re Dutts, gonthol Incurrection (Caleaitta,
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contained olements of both resistanco and emulation.
It sas alon reformetive and mepsianic-cum-chiliastic
covezent. I% woo amiletive in oo for as 1% borroved
& 19t of mltursl procticop of Hind: end Christien relipgion.
On tho eve of Chriagtmas in 1899 soveral ourderous attacks
wore nade by Birsafts on tho landlords, monecylenders and
Britich offlciale, %hoy refused t surrender to tho
ebldiers 2pd whan the first wolly of Sritish bullets fell
chort ol romge, the robels wore convinced thu% #he bullots
hod indosd turned into uater, cnd so they rushed at the
eoldfors who shot doun come twenty of tho rebole at point
biank rEnge. Biroo vao coptured ond Apuz into joil vhore
ho dled. He was publicly crinminated in order 1o convineo
his followerc that ke wao not a fod, but & nore cortal
diko other ardlnary oon, Yot many still beliave that
Birsce is not dead and he will return some doy Yo cove hio

pmpla.%'
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g

The Tene Bhagat movemont among Oraons of ticotern
Chotanggpur in 1902 was & product of cconomic prasoure,
- apjpraaaae,n. oxploitation cnd doprivation fron mmﬁ Like
othar tribal communities, tho tans Bbagots attriduted cll
thofr 11lo and tmubles to tho tribel oyotem 1%oelf, %o
thelr God and spirito who folled Y safeguard their
intervots, The remedy wap thus %o refom thelir old
customa gad find aﬁt a now gystea which would raiso tholr
prosent degraded position to gueh 2 hiphor lovel as ven
occuplod by e Bindus and the Chrictiens.| Tans Bhogat
was o now Palth which agsured ite followers that 4t wag
only thraugh the wordhip of Dlurmos and by following certoin
 prescribed patterns of behoviour that they would be able
to {ight agoinst tho oppreocive samindars, '&neylc;ﬁdm
and new adninistrative, judielal, legal ard landetenure
syetem, Tho nsw rovement possed through two phages,
The firgt ms that of cleaning and purging, f.o0, by
dsstruction anﬂ expuleion of ol4d apirita ond God. which
had brought mothing but siecry, The gecond wap that of
tiiding up and consolidotion of o new falth by proescriding
spoclal rules of conduet on the pattern of Hindu rituels
of ourity ond ponnﬁiuw} €his povement began as' 8
rolidous novenont undor the tlaaﬁefshiy of Jdetra Oroon,
Put later on, 1t become revivelietic and reforoative and

-
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political, when Tona Bhogats Joinod tho non-cooperstion

povemont under ths ledorship of Hohatma Cendbi in 1921.-2?

In the third docads of tho twentieth centwry, the
nost imporSant uprising woo of Kol in 193132 which bogan
uniaor siotlar circumetoncos and 1t wos elnmiler o othor

movenents in termo of naoture, o/

Thup tho history of this so called Jharkhand region
hap boen ono of c¢ontinuous exploitation end dispoasession
of tribal peoplo punctured by disorder snd robelllons,
firotly, in order to ozprosc their grievences snd vindicate
thoir riahte, the tribal communities of tho rogion, from
timo o Umo, roce in rebollions intopding only to ki1l
ond expel the Hindus end Nuolim lenglords, moneylepders
and Dritiohors, who grabbed thelr land. But they found
themoslves committod to hopeless fight with cposrs and
axes, bowp and arrovs egalnpt an armed governmonts. %he
povornnant with political ond military power 4n its hand
was able to suppress with ease the various rebollions and
ond movaments, yot 1% 414 hordly snything to investipote

A

27« S.C. Bo *’a Roligloun Hovemont Among Oraons®”
% g asa (Ranckd), 1921, vol.1, Fo.b, PPs 266~
*Tho Froblans of Tana Bhagatse of
: m f aihar ﬁribal Rosearch Insﬁtma
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into their living conditions and passod lsws to protoct
ito own intoreste. 3Secondly, the variocus robellions and
movenents which took placo in this reglon wore sporadic,
1mlated, unorgenized and spontancous inctdents. In coch
rebeliion and movement only one tribal community was
m;gm_ moreover, 1t wos confined to only one
perticuler locality and dirested ageinat local opprossors
axﬁ axploiters dospitc thae foct that all the tribsl
ecreruni tios of the roglon suffored from the deprivation

of sape kind. That i vhy alien povermnment could esoily

suppress sll the rebellions and mvemmm_\kgi;gé 7,
these rebellions and pove .

1.0, those had economic, soclel, roligious and politicol
‘content. These wero mainly duec %o econonic exploitation
and opprosaion of difforent tribal comrmnitios by the
Briticher wbich woo hand in gloves with indigencus lundlords
and monsyleonders, dJust an thore had boen o clasch of
otonomic intorosts, similorly $hore had beon a clach of
cultures tlso betwesn the tribalo and the nom-iribal
vested intcrests bulwarked by the Britichers. The tribols
rcocted flercely when their rolipgious delicfs were pooffed
ot, vhen thelr independencc was ettacked, whep thelr
troditional customs, mannorn, civil rights, judicial

afatm, stondard of etiquotte, preotige and cods of conduct
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and bonour wore brughod aside snd deep-rooted conventions
were ignored, insulted and violated.

Sometimes during the rebellions and movements, the
tridal comrunitics made & conmon cguse with the freodom
movenmont when 1t made inroads into this tribal reglon,

This was under the leaderchip of nationalists end later

on under MHahatma Gandhi, 7The leaders of verious tribal
communi®l os sav in the froeodom struggle an opportunity

for the recovery of tribal raj, earlier rights and sgrarian
relations, which they lost grodually under the alien
domimtian.zg But in spite of 1%, these rebellions ond
novanonts were not political in aboolute menon of ithe teormm.,

In the various robellions and movemenis mentioned
sbove, painly tribal interosts werc involved, i.c. the
locus of theoe movements was tribalism end they remained
8% the loenl end regional level, Their dominant Lpsue of
interest was emancipation from socio-oconomic oxploitation
and opprespion by the outslders (Plkus). CTherofore, it
was both agalnst imperisliists and indigenous exploiters.

28. K. Suresh Simgh, "A Study 4d Tribal Politics and
lovement in Chotanagpur fron 1900 % 19757, in

S.C. Kulie {od,}, Disgent, Protost end Refomm in
Indien Civiliszotion i%m!a, 1977Y, PP.317=18,
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In toros of consequences, dlfferential orientation

% tho exdsting culture snd cocledy, goels, ideology amd
mothods of organization, those varicus tribal rebollions
and movemonis were of five types - (1) Restorative movement
@ d4rive out alien wlcers ond oppreessrs and restore

earlier rules &nd socinl molaotionaehips, (2) Religlous
mavemauts for the liveration of & region or an ethnic

group under a now forn of government, (3) Social gmﬁiw,
(M Torrorist vengeanse with ideas of meting out collective
Justice, (5) Heen inmrrection for the redressel of particular
griovences, The first end scopmd of those types are
trancformative in thoe sensc that thoy sought from thoe
boepinning snd sometimes briefly achieved o large sesle
restructuring of tho oocloty. Restorative rovelts wero,
hawavér. backward looking., Relipgious tribal movements
_hove boon nativist 4n combining traditional cultursl
allmwt.a m&' valuos with now themes, cometimes derived from
opprosaive group in a utopion vision of gplden age. ¥Tho
third, fourth and £ifth typoo wers initially reibrmative

in thc sense that thoy aimed ot only partiasl changoes in

e

29, ©This term bas boon uned by Hobsbawn, Soo B.d.

| Hobotown, "Primitive Rebols® {Manchenter Univorsity
Press, ’!959), Prs13~29; E.J. Hobobown, "Bandl¢o?,
{The Erinity Press, London, 1969), PPe 13=23,
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tho socioty. But the third ond fifth typoes, hovever,
eomoti mop beeme transfornative and lod to soisure of
1iberated gone., Tho fourth type 'torroriost vengeenco?
took pluce pporsdically ond spontancously with little

or no organizsation, It occurred many %imes in sll arcag
of the roglon in the fori of emall outbursts of rotolioction
against locsl landlords, moneylenders, ete. Ocacacionally,
thip terrorist venzoance devoloped in%e on organised
‘movament involving roligious cult. It was usunlly presont
to some degroe ip all the other four types, Sha rolipious
povenents wore not only confined to attempt to liborate

an othnic group or a rogion; somo bandit groups and torrorict
- movemeontn hod spectial rolirious cults and both rector'aﬁve
oné insurrcctions had umally becn inspired by normal
religdous sentiments, %he raligious covements for the
liberation vory often involvod messianic, millonorian

ard cbiliootic charnetoriotics. Thero woro ot leost tan
tribal rovanente with posolonic and millenarion ovoertones,
All of them had divine or prophetic leaders who were
bolicved %0 posoess supormitursl pover ond looked foruard
%0 o Sorrvestrial m&a of ﬂgh%aanmss and justice in
unich their encmios wuld be dofeated end removed, Host
of thas were transfomaMvo rather than reformative in

thotr axpectation of o sudden ani totsl chango ond oost
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bolioved in Golden oge %o bo imnincnt ond subjoct to
some kind of supermatursl intervention. %$hey were dirocted
agoinst Britishors snd thope fenilar foos, tho lénglords,
nerehants, monsylendors, revemuc sgonts, buresucrsey,
troops and police. It 1o to bo remembored that the various
rebellions and povennts wbich tock place in this rogion
16 mot belong to ono pardiculoar catepry. They bad nized
charactor in toms of eonoegiencos and oriontation %o the
thor exlioting socd wby end culture. %hey were refomntive,
rovoelutionary, tranoformative, vovivallistlic, nativictice,
rovi talistic, chiliomic ond neoslentic {n veriouws phascs
of thelr gvolution. They bopm in gporadie and unorgonised
forn ae rafﬂnﬁiary povenents, bus graduslly they boeome
revivalistic ond then tranoformntive, Shoy wore alos pre=
politienl ond primitive in tho epoclal sonso thot they
vere not ﬁa&faa&aé ko the future of the mtion nlate and
thup were doomed to follurc when thoy aimod ot rovelution.
Thoy were, bowever, politicnlly progreasive in the gonoe
that thoy mught & now stato of tridal society which wuld
conbine frecdom fron olicn rule together with some traditional
vvirttzea ond modern tochmology and populsr government rathor
than meroly roverting to pro-Britich soctal atrueturs,

Phey amply fllustroted the ramorieble organizing ability
of the tribals, thelr potantisl discipline and solidarity
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their doternined pllitoncy in oppooing imporiclien ang
exploitirg ¢loss relations, thelr inventivoness ond
potential mtlitary provess ond their aspiration for o
pore democratic and epalitarisn soai&'hy.sg

The rebellions ond povemonts montioned gbove
occurrcd undor the condition of rolative deprivation,
1.0 Geprivation condldorod cutrogeous relotive %o tho
pané, proscnt expectsd or fonrod future status. Tho
tribvals of the rogion uere cubjoctod to multiple deprivotiono
due to multiple factors. <Thoy were doprived econonicolly
oving to the introduwtion of tho oystom, o.g. ront, M,
thikaﬁaﬂ ond sexindord, vile¢h rocoivod fresh, impotus with
thz atolition of WJ ! or Bhuiphayi rMghts, %hoy
were culturally end emotionally deprived becmusu of none
redresoanl of tholr griovences doppite thelr conversion %Yo
ghriotionity, end coxporioncod the impact of Hindu valuop -
the lotter led aven to their social ostracisaetion, Thoy
oxparienced political deprivation in the gphere of decinione
mpking, which in the lotor phases lod tham %o sgitoto for

30. iEatholeon Gough, "Indlan Peasont Uprlioinge?, in
A+Rs Desal {eé«i, gaoent Strunele in Indis
{Boubay, 1979}, pp.Ys=

31, The meaning of thio torn 11l be dlocnasod &n
datoll in the following chaoptor,
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& separato state. Yt was their perception of oxploiting
situations whieh led thens to launch movements ond rebollions
apainst the then oxtoting cocial dwatian.zz

The oarly tribal mebollions ond movenents very often
eontained important fantures of soelal cobility throuph
emilotion, or woe can pay thet they were also cmulative
movenanta m certoln rospacts wbich ninsd gt omulating
cultursl »?‘aﬂeins of highcr Hindu céstas which surroundoed
the various rebellious tribos 4n t.‘ze region., The traditional
tx*&hal alites who spearheaded thc rebeuions and pmovenonts
roglised the lov inforior status and o they enphasiced on,
fncorporating panskritic roliglous eynbole ant practicoes
sach bo glving up cadMeg ment, drinking rico-beer and other
intoxicants, toking $o vogetorionism, adopting the habite
- of daily purificatory baths and use of sacred threads,
vorohip of one Cod and giving up vorshiping tho ovil
spirite, ote. Thouph %ho tribalo hated Hindu oppressors
1tke anyﬁmg onhd wished triumph over them but still they
enulated thoir cultural pattorns vhich wore definttely
" guperior o their own. $hoy vere ¢nfluenced by the traditions

32, B.E. Vorms and Romesh Sinhs, “Socio-Political
Hovomonts cmong the Lupdas end Orasons?, in
Bhupin&ﬁr .;ing;h ond J.5. Bbandarl {ed.), Tho

v 1_ond I%o Srensformation (low De
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ont inptitutions of thelr reighbouring Bindu comruniticn,
Thoy borroved heavily from the Hindu ideoos and institutions,
Ao & result various aspecte of tribsl life, viz. materisl,
gocial, cconomic, linguiotie and religlous, bad beon
affoctod by the Hindu eulturs, Ilartin Qroons calls thie
phencacnon of emulstion procesa the *Rank Concession
Syndromet's %he pettorn of socio-cultural activities of
atiﬁénia@ hi@:er'rank 1o ppidod cossentianlly by brocd natwre
ol PRank gathﬁ. 1f the ronk path io essenti ally econonic,
tﬁm the tribes, porticlorly thelr upper strats move 4n
the dreetion of emulsting the cultursl patterns of
goninant Hindus, I4¢ further moans tho asccepisnco of coelsl
inforiority. By conceding ronk to the dominant Hindus,

| the trivals placed thanselves in an inferlor statun,

Thelr resanipent of lowv ptotus profuced in them o tondeney
tovards coulation of wbat Oreons calls ‘powor incorporative
borreowing'. %ho ontire proecos is siniler % Srinivosts
concopt of '"Sonskritioction' and Bose's 'Hinds lopdel of
2ribol fbeorptiont,33

33.

. ‘ Ethnic ﬁelzﬁions am;mi
ﬁebi lity ﬁovemmt among Somo Tribues of Uaatermn

ond GContrul IndiaY, gxnthm&m gal Bulletin, [lo.8,
Calcutts, 1958,
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Earlier up¥ll 1910, tho tribal grievonces in the
region found owpression in the robellfons ond poveoants
which remeined localized, SThoy were sporadie, unorgonised
foplated and spontanmun. Lsch rovolt mwaes otarted by one
tribe in one loecality opainst the local opprooeors and
oxploitors. But from 1910 onwards, the political ol ementes
bogan to emerge in tho tribal rovemento and rovolin of the
- veglon, whon the Chrietian tribel clites bogan %o realico
the noad of a paa«-trlbai organisotion which would cut
across all the tribel loealitize of the region, unify
all the tribal communitics umdor i1tp banner, and fight
for the redreassl of thoir griovances. Thzy further
roolized thot unless ang untll they {vject the ocutcidors
fron the position of pover, thoy would pot be able %o
protect snd promote tho intorests of tribasl communitios
of te z?égiea. Thistrond grodually culminated in tho
organizotion of pan-iribel orgenisation, vis, Jharkhond
Party in 1950, vhich begon to opearhaad the Jherkhond
povement in the rogion. Ths oarlier trital movements _
vere trassforsied into o porty based movement and 8 Acw
pocular modol emerged, which symbolized the aspirstions
ond needs of the locsl and regionsl people. é:m bagie
undorlying forces of the Jhaorkhopd movemant sre still
oconomic and ethnic and not polltical, the pulitical
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eulture of tho movemmt is a strategy or a consaquenco

of thoge forcep rather thon & detormining foctor. %he
Jhorkhand movement has been initiated $n response %
daprivetdon relative %o present éxpeete& end feared future,
by the tribal elites, Thoy percoive deprivation rolative
to opportunity of getting gcarce ccomomic rooourccs, shore
in politicel doet dlomemoking end feoling of poverlosoraas,
for the rumoval of their ograrien grievances. @he
activipgts of the Jharkhond rovement sensitised tho raoses
that they were boinz given loso than what they (tﬁbala}
should got, Ehe {deolopy of tho movoment bas buan aroxh
up on %ic basis of relative deprivation in the ardss of
acomomic, political, civic and ecduentional spherso aé' |
tribal lifc. %This %deology is giving & mttvattunai forée
%o tho movement, amd modorn strateglos aro bolng adopted
to mobi1lso tha support of tho tribals. The Jharihend
oovenent aims st, rightening those wrongo tméar whieh the
tribal commuinities of the roglon suifer, gotting shore in
the stote [{Bihar) pouwar structure and politlcal moachinery
in the reglon ropresentod by the Jhorkhond, and finslly |
winning autooomy in the $ribsl blocks ond a sopsrate state
of Jhark'am;@ ‘Ehe@iharkmg/party oimo ot oxtennion of
demoeratic rights of the tribal people, It has drawn up

a chzatiwm‘ - & ptataent of prineiples and objeetives
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‘1%ko any otber political porsy. By bolding conferemces
and peetinge i1 socks © stimulate politl cal oxareoncss
mong the tribale of the roglon and keep them united,

It provides an effective Yeadorchip to the tribals of

the reglon and the wovement 1tgolf 4n & sort of training
in politicsl ecducation and dopocratic way of 1ife. 9his
movement bas ecquired a mb-ngtional character which finds
oxproscion in tribaliom, rogionalien and localie mné se
cuch 14 compole Yo fdve o sceond thought to the issue of
'rezanntmcﬂbn ol Xn&i.a_n polity alomg bhenlthy foderal
principlos. Thic also indicstos & shift from Youbjective
political culture?, in which though the tridals opposed
tho gov ermentel policies throuph ravolts and movenmonts,
tut thoy woro wpprésm and made to conform %o the said
policica, to what io celled o mixture of tparochisl
political &lmi'e' and 'participant political cultaro!

in vhich the triboalo arc concorned more with their own
problems at regional love)l snd they went t pley important
role in the dccleion-moking procese of policy formulations
vhieh are likoly t%o affect thdr intercots in the rerion.

fhus pow the ocorlicr Yridbal rovolts and movenonts
have beon replaced by ono unificd Jhorkhend oovonont,
It bas beconme routinised in the form of politienl pat‘fy
with an establishod inotiwiionsl procedurs of recrultment,
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comnitment, code of conduct and senctions for punighing
dcvianto, It hso become a part of inatitut&cna;isa&
aysten looolng tho innovative featurcs of socisl movement,
fow it is absolutely a political movemont ond promises

%0 bo a more offective mosno of expression of attitudes
and actlons of tribal comrunitios in the roglon. As o
politicel movemont, it ip aleo cndawed with sll the
rarscterigties of political movement end political party
in 1%z process.
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The various tribal comsunities in the spe-colled

Jharkhond rogion of Blhgr {Chotanpgpur and Santbhal Porganas)

1ived in villages peaccfully in rolo¥ve fgolstion and
socurity until the sixtocnth comtary. The tribals hod
a very slople uay of 1ife and economic activities, Thoir
- main neans of production were land end forest ovor uhbich
thoy hed 'Ehuntkatttt’ or 'Bhuimpberi’ righto, Khuntkattl
a3 o gysten of land Scnure. Tho individual cultivators

were knovn as *Ehuntkgttidors® or 'Bhuinhgrst., Zaeh tribol
Ehunthkettidor pald some smount of lond pradice to his
respoctive tribel chiof for his meintensnco, but 4% was

a morol requirement, not It:vgal.z In sddition the tridbals

1. The word Kimntkottl consists of tw wvords - Ehunt
meaning polee, 1.0, jungle which was cleared by &
particulor tribal conruni ¢ty and whichk has beon
dcmarcated by fixing polos. Ka¥$l means felling of
treco. Literally, it moans thoso wbo cut the first
poles. &he tribalo clesred the foraesis o nske land
cultivable and vbich hes ovoer oince been pasoling
over from onc zonaration to snothsr, EKhuntkat
righte in forests meansg, the traditional rights of
tho tribalo %o upo th oioor forost prodicts, €.
firewvod, ete., for thc domeotic comsumption and
cormercial purposes without any intervention on
bebul £ of the suthoftty,

2, R.0. Dhen, *Triba Movemsnt in Chotsnogpur®, in

S.0. Iulic {ed.), Dioocnt Protest and Heform
Indien Civilisation (5inmilo, }s PPe

L
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alsd practiped wecaving, baoketemaking, fishing, bunting,
fovd-gatharing, ote,

The tribal communities of tho region also dovoloped
& good pottern of troditlonal lesdership and genoral
sdnintetrotion, Tho troditional leadership consioted

of toth seeular and sacredotel villsge hogdmon who wore
kaown by aiffatenfz nomeo in Gifferant tribes. Genorel
~sGzinistrotion was run by tribal chiefs, the clon couneil
end village p&nchayata. The offico of ths pocular heé&zzan
was horeditary vhile gaercdotsl boadman was chosen fyonm o
 porticular fanily by tho nethod of divination from the
dominant elan of o village. Among some tribes thore
wors unfon of viilagos called *parbat, *pargonas? or ‘pirt
over whieh g divisifonal hoadrman px?esiﬁed. Thio office
was aloo heredliary. In [unda ond Craon tribes the hoad
of the parha used to prosidc ovor t'porba panchayat? whoso
ofricc bearers bad ttles based on tho officlals in the
court of the Haeharoje of Chotenagpur. In Santhal snd Ho
tribes tho divi slomel hoadmen onjoyca certaln revemio and
policc powers toe. In Kolhan ond Singhthum aroa the
troditional luepdorship conciated of both the village
.haa&mn {tundari) ond the divioional houdman of the pir
(ﬂéﬁki}. In Orson trido the village headnan was known
a5 'Hahtot and the parhe hond was knouwn as tparho-Bojats.
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The village penchayat ond $ho councll of elders enforced
tho cuctomary laws of kinship, marriage and inboritance,
Tho tunion of villagen® or 'perhas' svolved Ly ths lundss
and Oreons wore thers to pottle intorevillage digputon and
to enforce the customary trital lowo, About tho sixth
econtury A.D. the Dumion md tho Orgons Jointly ooloeted

@ cormen lender or Roje. He was not the soveraign of land
tut scted as ';xriz_ma inter pares' during defence oporations.
He was glvon mlunktary contribution in kind and o fow days
of free labour ovory yoor by tho -peoﬁla.j Phis way the
tribals of the reglon uanage&' tholr oun affalrs until tho
boglaning of Akbar's rolgn., After this, conditions tepan
t0 chongo and many problesms bepen to amergo groduslly wvhieh
have boen diacugsed undor tho following smb-hoodinga,

Long allenation

2ho problom of lond slicometlon cmorged due to four
nein faciors.

The firost factor opcrated tovords the md of the
sl xtecnth contury uvhen &uc to extornmal conguost, tho

3. FPhillip tkka, "Revivaliot Movemont amonpg Sribes of

chotanc@ut” in K, Sureah Simgh {(ed.) &‘r&b
Situation in xnam’gasm, 1972}, p.&%;‘“‘cﬁ%’ammam,

on in ﬁﬁ!ﬁ‘ 131 Ke Surcech giﬁgh f&ﬁ.),
gﬂb&l sim&ﬁﬂ in T aﬁia (uiﬂla, 33%}’ Ps 170
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tribsl chlefc and the Rsjo of Chotamagpur became tributory
of the vast Hoghul empire. The Hoghuls ppt attracted
towards thio tribal rogion maeinly Chotenappur by ito
reputation for dlomonds, and oftor $ts conquost tho govornor
of Bihor sent froguont detachments to Ghotansgpur %o
colleet Glemonds ae tridute., Since thoe roads were not
gorrisonci and the jJungies 1@@&9%51@, the malers had

to rencin eatiefied with a small tributo of two or throe
Hapondo. However, J mg.r mught 1o pring Chotgnogpur
into complote mb.jngaﬁezi bocause be woe not saticfied

with tho fou 6! gronds and elephonts thet the Raja Durjon
Sain ths 46th Bajo of Caotanagpur used ¢o scond to him, The
ontire roglon was sverrun in 1616, Ghe nﬁa was sent
Gwallor Fort as a prisonwr for 12 years. EBEventually the
BEnjo was restored @ bis kRimgdom with a promiss to poy on
annupl tribute of rupocs oix thousend, In the intormmedisto
perfod there hed boon constdorable inflliration of both the
Hindus end thuslips inte this roegion, The Rajo gradually
borame ﬁim:uise{i by marrying inte tho Rajput familics of
pencbate in Singhbhun spd Hopbhum, end later in other
Rajput femilics outsido Chotapagpur. In the later hlf
ef‘tzw v_aighmnth centary the Bajmito, Barailke, Routecas
and Brabmine were brought into tho roglon by thoe Haja %
perfom military md religlous services. UHWith the passcage
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of timo oy bocomo o part of the Chotanagpur pocio-
ceonontc febric. Hindu vorriors ond Brommin priests

uiiv ezme to tho Rojots court bad $o bo oupportod, Tho
foje ossignod %o many of thor his ovn customory ¥iphio

in lond, But thoese align oesipgneoes wore not gsotisfied
uith ohat they got from the Hajo. %hoy e overy offort
to scquire proprictory rights on tho lond in tribal vmagea,
ang through thio process guccoeded in redueing the tribol
propriotors to the pooition of tenonta. Thuo begon tho
pouors of tbe Raja smd the slipn osndgness, who hencuforsh
becomo ganindorg or landlords. %ho Rejo ond Wo Scpindorp
cloimed legol ovmorship of the lond and colloeted rovomuc.
They oequirced cconomic rizghis ovor tribol londs. %ho
gouncil of c¢lon elders {porho council) ond village panchoyots
were superoeded and theoo waro roplaced by the council of
Rojo cooposed of hio followors and conponions. lHorcovor,
in ordor to meintoin bis cdninistrative otaff, the Noje
made girts of Jand to his follovors. Ths new oot up lod
%o thoe breskdown of the troditionsl 'Ehunthottlt and
Ehuinheri?® oystan of lond tomure. Ehuntkottidsro ond
Bhuinbarg wore convartod fnto the toncnta, The ronte
recciving middlenon roduced tho tenants to the londlope

labunms.l’ Later on, the Nojs and hisc courtiers farned

bre 8.0+ Thon, OPe cit;, np.201=02,
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their villoges % $hike@iors, vhose dcbis they woro

unasblo to neot. Tho irmigract sooinders ond thikodors
introduced lond-rent in $ho tribal villpges of Chotanagpur
oad forcibly ocuoted pony $ridals from thoir frosholdo
wlion thoy showed reluctsnce to poy ront or to ronder
unliclted caount of besar or forecd 1sbour,”

Second faclor reopenoihlo for the problen of lond
elicnstion was grant of Diwouf of Bongel, Biher ond
orisse to tho Dast Indfon Compony im 1765, uith thig
Chotonagpur and Santhsl Porponos aled pagoed ints the
bands of tho Pritishers, They wonted to converktho
tradf tional ool fepufficl ent village croopny into tho
modern norket egonomy in crder ¢o facilitote exploitntion,
Thelyr first torget woo the lond, In 1703 the traditionnl
% untkatti and Bhuinhord lond-terurc systen was reploced
by sgnindori ond Ryotuwori oyotem of lond tenure. This
rosulted in the odvent of Hindu senindars, Bengall conoye
iendors, Huslime cnd Sikbh tm&ra from the adjoining orcos
into this roglon, She cuculative influcnco of this now
80% up was the land olicmotion of the twribals ami thoir
oxploitaiion by tho outolders, Under the now got up the
cultivator woo reguired o poy the land revemus in cooh

5s ?hillip Wg 8P ﬁﬁt; Pefi23,
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rhich vory ofton affected hin sdyoraely ouwing to the
fluctusling pricos nd fellurc of tho erop. The lond
sottlonont of Hast Indla Qotpany bed commoreiel rotive
namoly squoesing oc much rovomue from the tribal poasant
oo opo could sccure irreopoctive of hp inabiliity to
poy tho enboneod ;g&ﬁsﬁﬁ*ﬁl‘k fized at an exagporatod |
cetimgte of tho ylold of the soil. Tho Sapminders pald

& fixed eoount to o Britich government, but rolcased
much more from tho poor tribale. It was 41ffdcult for

the tribale %o arrange cash %o pasy rovenus aiter domostic
consunption and 4% drove then into the elutehen of monoye
londors. %ho tribgls in ordor % pay rovenue in casgh
portgaged thd r lands and took loons from the monoylonders
‘ot cxorbitent rate of intorcot. The tribolo woually foiled
%o pay revomie and loano end o thelr khuntkatti londs

| passed iémo the hands of Sgnindors and maaaylepaarmé

Tho now legal and Judicial syston introduced by
the Exitidhers woo aloo inotrumontal in legalizing the
occupation of the lends of the tribele by gamindars,
- ponoylenders and othor outsiders. Tho immigrest loandlorda
. ond moneylendors took advantoge ofthe introduction of

6  Iblds, ped25.
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tho Hindu police officaro inte Chotonogpur and oponing

wp of nov British courts ot Chatrs amd Hosaribogh dlotricto
to obtdl n oxperd deocrces % logolise thelr proprictory
yights over $ribel ispdo. Tho tribals vere unfanilier

M th the npovly in%@coﬂ Bri¢ish logel ond Judiclial oyontonm
and therefore thoy could not ovell $t % protect thely
fnteraste in lsnd. Boeforc the advent of the Britishers

the tribsals were hobitual o tho villoge Jjustieo vhish uns
summary. I4% wos poted out by tho villoge olders vho could
be expectod to know the moarit of cach cape personally &n
sone capes and Ey rolisble horesay in othor and 4id full
Justice %o the dloputing porties. The triel 444 not cunt
the ¢ribsls anything and thoy hid no need % wolk pcores of
piles to ke Britioh lavw courts for misierous adjournucnto,
pay lawyors sod argus out thelr cases, not by thomselven
ag they wuld do $n thely ovn villoge jﬁa‘-‘ice tut in difforont
languoge through an irterpodinry who could not hovoe pgrooped
 the implicotionc of tribel custons and culture snd could have
1o koowledge of the locplity or its surroundinzs. In civil
patters oven whon they ot leaos &t rolief ﬁ: vas only on
papers and they had to wolt for longor durations oxccuting
thoir deorcos and moeting endless hair-splitting, technical
objcotions rolating to irrcgulerities in the proccoo of
attachzend and golo, ete, Thic put the tribels inte
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unnetessary troubles and they ultiontely replised thas

it woo oot the course of cvonte 80 much ap it wos the okill
of tho lowyers and longth of tho ¢liont's purae that brought
guccens in lovw courts, they @t quite bovildored end lost
foith in o folracos of Britleh juotice.! ¥ho Ghristian
pigsionaries vho sntercd into Chotonappur oround 1845 tried
logal constitutional apgmach %o rogain tribol's leat riphts
in Iainrl-v But the ief_;al gaﬁﬁem of Christion lendaers
asking for an am;niry iﬁ% lead alicnstion problen ond for

| mﬁum of aﬂaﬁute& Ehuntkattl ond Bhuinbord londs vwore
rejectod by the Britiosh Qovorsnont, Ingtond, thy fomipgrent
imadlords ond moreylenderc were rcocognised as the ownops

of tho ill-gotien lond on thke grounds of preseriptian&s

The tribolc rosented the alicmtion of thelr Kbuatkatti
londis. They virtuslly do oot distinruish betuween tholy lond
tonure syatcen and their woy of 1ifs) land i5 mt only o
maaa&eim but & roal sourcco of security, that io an integrel
port of the community lifc. Land 15 not only o sourco of
food but spiritucl homs of ancostors and their deoeendonts
and tho triboesmen beliovo thot 1% bos beon granted to them

7 V.8, Rs ‘vaiah, "Buckground of "’ﬁ.‘ba}. Stmgg}.e“
in i.R, Doosi {ed.}, PIon t B .
(Bombay, 19?9), PpeiLteTE

8. Philllp Bkka, op. £its, Pp.s25-26.
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" by thoir ancestors. It is, therefore, symbolic of their
ezcluociveness as a conounity dearly distinguishable from
the non-tribel cormunity, in which the gyoten of lond tenure
is complotoly dlfferent. I¢ 40 apparent then that thoie
socinl, cultural, religious beliefs and ways of 1ifo are
clesrly bound up with thedir Sraditlonsl Kbuntkatti oyotem.
Consequently ony atiock on the traditionsl oyotem is o
throst to their very _mi;&%ﬁﬁcﬁ a6 o peparate tribal
coumnity.’ Tho idoo o811l poraists in Chotenogpur cpd
Santhal Parponsg thot tho tridbal deccendantso are the roal
ouncrs of londs and it i3 stlll the wmain motive f{orec of
tho prescent Jporkhond lovenent ond the tribal polities in
Bimar. 0

hird factor responsible for the problem of land
olicoation has been induotrislisation and urbonisation of
the region. This reglon is very rich in minersls. Cesl,
ixaﬁ, copper, limestone, phylliita, chromite, asbossten,
grephite, kynite and stendile oro found in obundsnee, Fho
firet woke of industrialization was falt in Chotanagpur
with tho exploitation of cocl mining induciry in Jhario,

Do B0 Dhan, 22_{% P»200.
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Boloro, Horanpurs coal {ields in Dbanbad districtd in
1856 and installation of Tata Ivon ond Steel factery in
/ ems&e&mr in 1907. Thooe twin Induotrios of conl) ond

iren morked the begimnisy of lorge scale exploitation

-of ninerals and other iadusiricl rosources in Chotonagpur.
The pace of industrinlisction and urbonlsation woo
eccalerated in Sho poot-independence pariod ond 1% led to
cultursl outotfon. Oneo laolaSed trbol communitics of
the reglon m:sraémaaé to %hs mimaﬁﬁwiﬁ, tiainly %t
rescong - gociolopdenl ond tochnicol -« hounted the
Covernment %o oelect induotrial sites in the regilon. The
sociological reacon vas thy question of developmont of
undordevoloped tribel nres apé providing them opportunitios
for employuont ané 1npro ving tholr stondard ’eflliving. Tho
technicnl resson was thot since tho lond in the aron io

not fertile %0 produce anouzh erop for tho subsistonco of

the tribalo so 1% would bo justifiable in opening up
intuotrics 90 as to gdve then cliermto em;alcy:;mt

thatever bo tho r@sazm of induotriasliscstion and urbanisction,
4t corpalled the Govarmxcné to cequire tribal land for the
construction of roiluany stations, ochools, collegos, rsdnds,
dcmo, hydro electric projecte tnd thermnl pover stotions,

ete, %Tho cxponsion of csini.ng, and roservation end dovelopment
oi‘ foresis olso put heavy demand on tribal londs ond thoy
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began to e forcibly oustecd from thel r lond and viimgaagﬁ

Farticulor attention should be glven to developmont
projects like deng, for inctance, at EKomadors in Ronebi
whore tho Koel Koro rivor velley project comprising tvo
big dems and four pover stntions, and Subarmrekho projecto
sre in progross, ore expeetod fo mibmorge about 350 villages
affceting txo lokhe QL tribole. Sincc 1947 over dix 1lckhs
of tribul poople Mavo boon pado homelosn &5 & consSCQUOnCe
of dovolopmsnt of Qnotaﬂa;;pur.w The Subarnorekha rmltie
purpose projeet under constmetion in Sinphblun slone hag
uprootoed 95 villogeo and oubuorged 45,000 ceres of goricule
tursl land, During firet three five yeor plans moro thon

£0,000 fapilies in Chotsnagpur and Senthal Pargonos huve
beon uprooted to rmie roco for public scotor induptrial
13 Yhes Jhorkbipd districts $n Dibor cupply

75 percent of tho state's rovomuc ond ore pafd to contoin

projectis,

99 percent of ite mineral woalth ut get only 25 porcent
of the devdlopmsnt cxponditure. i‘h:ay gonerate 90 porcont

11, L.P. Vidyartid
- ] maa%-ria}.m ab L

%sio—-&mmmia Ialieatians oL

12, Arun Sinhs, *Recurgent Adlvasio®, EPY, Soptoubor 9,
‘9"3* Pe ’5“0

$3. Ghanshyon Pardssl, "Submorgod jlassos in Rich Area¥,
Hainotroam (lew B@’m&;, 26th July, 1980, p.26,
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of the niate's elootriclity tut only 5 percent of tho

tribal villsges oro clectrified.' In acquiring tribel
1ond for devolopmomt projocta, the Government aleo caode
dserininotion in termo of aequisition rate which difforod
from place %o pluco, @.g. in non-tribal area 1like Bhiloi,
Durgepur ond Fourgola tho sequisition rate por pers renged
from 30,000 Yo 40,000 whilo ot Bokare im Chotamagpur 4%

wos only 9,000 per acre. Sineo almost ontire seonony is
baged on land oo the logs of lond oogne loss of subelsSones,
Foday with the devolopuent of this rogion tho land slienstion
problen of the tribals is oleo Yneressing. 45 & rooult

the rotio of land % tho tribol populotion hes gons doim.
Therc 15 5o much prosoure of the tribal population on thoe
land thgt the tribals csnnot moko & living even during
normal years, Y unie scquiring lond the Govormment
pronised to rahabilitote the uprooted tribals, give them
enployuent and conpensation,

The amount of componsation pald %o the dioplaced
tribnls wao pot adequate ond it varied from plaes to ploce
in accordance vl tb the @olity of tho land acquired,

14 Goil Omvodt, “Jhorkhond ovepont®, Third Uorld
Unity {How Delhl}, 22 Scptesbor, 1¥/Y, p.39

A5 R.0. Dhan, ops E&, ?5297 .
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tocording to the law, conpensation could be glven to
dioplaced porsous. This woc not oooy. There had beon

no curvey sottlement to cogepo the ouwncrship in land,
Tribals uouslly cultivatod londo for yeare by roclaoising
then from the forocots sdthout any legel righte over them,
Vory of ten the compemation pald %o tho tribals wap o
peliry smount in contrast % the emount paid to we pon-
tribsle of the sdjoining ;;ilm":.zs. The apount receivod woo
Péaaily spent i various uays. ' A otudy conducted in tho
rogion showed that although tho twridbsle rocoived tho cooh
compengetion for tho loes of lond, thoy opent most of tho
amount wi thin throo roaths for unproductive purposos dua
%0 lack of experience ond hnowledge. lionsylondors ovpiled
the opportunity o cloln thelr duos. Liquor vondors ond

troders also claimed o good portion of the smount. Homeo
e tribole could ot acquirs now I}é%& in lieu of the
lnnd thoy loot, 16 Middlonen like speculators in land,
ploaders, punshis and clorks aleo chosted tho simplo
trivals of a considerable enount of the compensation.
Governncat promptly ftook remodisl meosurec cuch as oponing
of paa%él gavingo, bank accounts, and postemastors werc

16, ﬁitynm ”ﬁaﬁom‘i Projocts and Displocemont
of Tribalaf, i K. Suresh Singh (ea.}g;z bal

@Qn in Indls {Sinla, 1972), pP.




93

sent to the places shoro tho compensgtion monoy wae %0 be
paid to the tribale, % collect it and credit 4t o the
account of the tribaly concorned. Alternate land and othor
facllition 1ike oclectricity, water, cote. wero aleo given
vhepasver foasdible. FPriority was given to provide amployment
to the @alifiod Widbele im tho industries for which tholr
lnd hod beon acquired, A sconior officoar of the rank of
s2editionsl Distriet Haglotrate wss placed in charge of
reiiobilitation end wolfare of the uprooted tri.bfal-s.w

Pourth fhcetor responoidlc for tho prodlem of land
slienntion van monoylonding oporationc conducted by
concylenders, traders ond progrensivo cultivators. %hey
gove loans raonginz froo 500 to 1,000 to tho poor tribals
at ozorbitont rate of intercet during the poried of
ceoreity, and fraudulontly get roceipt of omount rangiog
- fren 2,500 %o 5,000, %he ultinato rosult in all these
canos was that tho tribolo hsd to part with thelr londo.
The tribals still fool ifficulty in reteining their land
Guc to lagk of crodlt foctlitlios and they saslly bocomo
victimo of lond grabberp, who arc sasy source of crodit,

17. “Bibar? in 3&3. Duboy ané Batno

and_Alienation and Reatoratioz;

1.6. 2
rardto g%}
in 2ribal




9%
The tribals of Chotansgpur otll feol that ell londo ot

preoent being ovned by the mon-tribals according to the
last revistonory survoy of 1924~29 actually belong %o

Loegialative Enactmonts for the Contalmment of Lend
- Alicnation: Tho problem of land siicngtion wag the main
roveon of various $ridel robelllcnc and movements in the \
reglen, Therefere, fw Covernment pessed nmony legisiations
fron tins % $ine Yo govorn sgrovian rolations und to
provent allenation of thae tridal la#ﬁ, viz. Chotanagpur
Tomanecy Aet of 1869, Bengel Settlomont Aet, Bepgal Tononcy
het ond leter Bihor Tonancy let of 16885 end Chotansgpur

| N
Tonancy Act of 1903,

The firot cmprahm'kg loptiolation %o prevent
iond slionation was Chotonsgpur Tenancy Act of 1908
{CeTehis of 1508) wiich covers the districts of Renchd,
Houoribagh, Palemeu, Thonbad ond Simghbhum, The mojor
vork of thip Act wac thot the leni of the traditional willage
hoadmon came under the protoction of the courts, Tho

. \e S ‘
intmoduc tion of new % {ebrabp} and reintroduction

18, Suvoniysixth Report - Comnissioner of Schedulod
Canten and Scheduled Tribes 1978+79 {How Dslhd,
1980}, Part I, pp.iiB-49,
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of foreod lebour (begari) as part of rent danend were
disollowad, and commutation of rent in kind into cach
rent :aaé anphasi 48d once more. It reotricted transfor

of lond fros the ryotg. Aftor the ensctment of thip
logislotion the courts canme Yo have posscssion of spocially
tailored low and also written rocords of rights which
ohowoé d fferent vighto and dutics portelning to tho lond.
It fuproved tho eeanomic sitaation of the rural population
10 pome oxbant. 9 vBaﬁ.ﬁe& these po wajor changes uoro
introduceod through thio Acet in the subsequent yearc and
zo0% of 1ts provislono ere otil) in force dospite como
cacndments in 1915, 1920, 1923 and 1929, Though tho fet
roptricted tho trunsfer of land, but in cortain cance

1ond was made tranefercblo to mining companics but

- compengation was to bo fixed by ths Deputy Commigoioner
{D.Ca)s Tho powor of the yevenuo suthorities worc sleo

1ncmsaé.2°

In the alotrict of Sonthol Parpanss the first
Leglclative Act concerning lond rofors was *Santhal

19,  Detlef Schworin, *The Control of Land snd Labour
ia Ghotnnag r" in niatanar Rothermund and D.C,
Viadhua {ods ami . Peanant and Hines
{llew Delhi, {9 ’ pp.. '

20, Deitmer Rotharmund, "fchency Legislation for
Ghotanagpzw” in Dol tmor Rothersund and D.0. Usdhwa
{ed. }, Camindare, Posuant ené Hines {How Delhi,
1978), Pp.Oi=te,

-
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Parponas Settlomont Reguletion Act IIX of 1872Y, %his

sct bad beon amenged dinco that time in the 1ight of now
dovalopnents 1 protect tho intercets of Santhal peasante,
In 1908 this Remulation of 1872 was amended in one importent
roopect, Among mony provisions oms woo caphasised by tho
sottlomant wnd necephod by tho ordinary courts of tho

| ﬂgﬁntm‘zw anog in the &L aposal of agrerian casen thot
rvotl land cannot ba made he @jact of tromnfer, It
eapowarad the D.0. to intorfers with 1ilcsel allonntion
and enforce the provisions of tho gettlement records,

Thic repulation slos provided by the infliction of
penaiiles on propristors, headmen end ryoto, who coomis
corteln meeliic brcuchos of the record of ri;ghf;a.zi The
tenancy laws in Santhal Porpanas were supplomented by
Santhal Perganas Temsncy (Supplonontary provisions) sct
1949 (S.P.7. Act of 1940} vhich & cuch nors comprehonoive,
%he roet striking sopeet of S.P.%. et of 1949 is thot a
ryot cannot traﬁster his right ia kio holding by asle, gifs,
~mﬁgage,_ will, leaco or any otler contract or sgrooment
gsproosed or fwvplied, unicos £t ip gpecifically reeorded
in the record of Mghto oo only to She extent to ubieh

2%, P,C. Chaoudhury, Bibor District Cozeotteers -
Sunthal Porgenns (Fotho, 1905), PPeuf i=7he
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such right is @ recorded. %o prevent tho lend from going
out of the hando of thc aboriginel population, mib-clouse 2
of the gsoction 20 prohibits tho tromsfer of land to &
aan:finﬂgiml; tho tronafor 1o peradtted only in ease of

& bona-fide cultivating aboriginsl ryot of the Pargenas

or Fulks or Toppo. in which the bolding fs sltustoed ﬁr %
bio ghorjemal (son-in~lew) roolding with him. %Tho Act has
boon partislly rclaxzed through scetion 21 3o permit
‘usufructuary mortgago of lané on bhuputbaudhs to 2 land
Dovelopment Bank or a recognised grain gola or a registored
co-oporative woeclety or %o & zyot of Santhsl Pargsnag %o
the oxtont of gne-fourth of his bolding, Such a provision
bap boun cond dorod nocopoery to provide them institutional
erodit. Furthor, roloxotion bhas been glven 4n clausp 22
wbich permito o ¥yot %o tramfer land %o any ryet of Zonthal
Forganss for cultivation tempororily on trust on grounds

of hoalth, abacnco, loss of plough, cattle or if ryot i

a widow or mm.r.az Tho S.P«Te Act of 1949 almed to provide
bettor protection © o tribals in rospect of transfer of
thel ¥ lond. The extent of land altenstion io reported to

be some whet lisdted in Santhal Pargones because tho sald
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sct 15 pore siringent ond allous transfer of lond only n
ezceptional ctmmatanceaﬁﬁ

Despite the cxistoncs of C.Tuhe 0of 1908 and S.F,.%2.
bot of 1949, tho land alionstion problem of the tyibals
continued, boeause of tha Joopholos in e sald Acto, C.T.0.
of 1508 has & provision to prevent traonsfor of land
belenglng to Scheduled Cestos/Schedaled Trides {SG/ST) ond
Backword Clenses but the tribsl lands continusd to chongo
honds and went to o m;mma in disguloo, To svoild
logol corplicaiions the moneylenders have successfully
manipulated to prove tkat the lands are still is the
possepsion of tho trihal&% The lend allenation continued
both tireugh legal and $llcgal meothods,

{1) Scction 46 of C.T.0. of 1908 pormits saaporory
alicnotion by & tribel to & non-tribal, if tho alienation
i3 made as 2 giople rorigege or a loose for a pariod of
5 yoars or Bhugutbandbs norigage not excesding 7 years

23, R.L. {mp%, ﬂBihar?* in S.0. Dubo and Bains Durdla
{ed ),  Alions giation and Raaﬁcm%&o meal
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 4n case of indlviduol rortgage ond not oxceeding 15 years

in case of a corigage W1t o rogiosterod co-oporative
@ﬁiatfn

{11} Ondor secHon 47 of C.T.4. of 1908 oliemation
gan bo effcetod tlmouph tho sale of & holding in oxecution
of @ deeroce i r arrcars of loans and the recovery of land
ioprovement and agricoltural ioans under certificato
proceedings.

{3241) Undor poction 49 an occupancy ryot or any rwobor
of Bhulnhori fanily con tranafer his holdins fHr any
ressonabie snd sulfficlent purpose which may boe ¢horitable,
religious, oducptional aud industrial Gevolopment, howover,
the Gocunmand of alfenation con Lo reglotered ouly with the
gonoent of Dl.C, |

{4v} Sections 240, 241 end 242 of the Act 4o not
imposs uny restriction on alienstion on Bhugutbondhs
mortgage for 7 yoars or Lukarrari lcase.

{v) Logal transfor of lané c¢on also bo effeetod
tirougk provigions of *Land scquisition ALct', but such
incidence of tromsfcrs vere yrure in the rurcl oroos,

{vi) There 1o cloo o provision inm C.P.T. of 1908
agcord ng to which agrfcultural land on 1is convarsion
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into homostead lond ray be sold, D.C. cmn aleo ollou
tranofer %o oncble the tribals to got modium ond long
torn loans for consunption ond production purposes,

2, Illopol Heothode:

{1) Collusive title suitn « lust for land has lod
to use of gevoral ingenious wnd fraudulent methodo by
ron-tridals to acquirc control on tribal land. Onc such
nethod wuich has boon vory populsr in transfor of land
"khmugh collusive titlc osuits, is koown ss declaratory
sults, | |

{1L) Dzlfocto ponuession - In mmay ¢asos cven tho
fornelity of a dcclaratory sult Ls not dome, though dofacto
popsession of land passes into the bands of tho pon~iribals
on rocolpt of a concdderation or in satisfociion of & loan
tckon carlier, In such gesos, though the dejure posscosion
of the Wibkals continue, thce defneto poosession passos over
to the non-tribolo. In many cancs tribalo enter into o
| shoroe-eropping aprecment with & non-iribal soneylonder,
Edsher a percentage sharo of the produce or 8 ixed quentity
iz egrecd wpon orelly ds poyment tougrds tke Interest
account of tho lotn. The principsl omount, therofore, cam
never be ropaid,
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{431} Transfor in folio nanes -~ Instancos have come to
licht thoro lend is purchoscd by & nopn-triba)l in the nano
of come fictiticus tribol, and rent rocolpto are fcoued
cnd matotion o done 4in dio nime. In this way the none
trivals succceded in elrcunventing the provisionn of the
CsTohe of 1908. In some cases a rogular roglstration dced
in effocted thoupgh sctually 4% g a fake tranpfer,

{4v) A novel mothod of lond alienation cane into
1ight vhen non-tribsls bogon o got possassion of tho
land by marrying & tribal women or in some ¢apeg by

kecping ber ap concublne or adopting a tribal ehim.zg

Similer loopholes exioted in 5.P.T. Lot of 1949 amd
najor portions of ribal londs came %o be recorded in the
anoes of the moneylondors or Mahajono and othor welleto=do
non-tribals. Korfanoms {o kind of bese), rent eviction
esits, collusive titlon, advaroe possesscion, ete, arc scome
of e methods thich provided bduse sppesring legsl and
pisuptble for chumge of nameon apd conferment of #ltlop.

Theso methods vere oll covered uvith black deslge of {raud,
collusion, cote. Hany o tioe the tridal faéea a ront=oviction
mit vithout knowing tho foet thet he delaultced in paying

-

25, I.H. hokur, ops £lte, Pp.170~72,
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rent, Potty allurcnent enped out bis admission 4n the |

- court of law of sdverse pomscoslion to the other parsy

and his grenting of Zorfnome % him, MNow the tribals
undorstand all those misdeods and they want them %0 be
wndona, Tho fallure of 3S,FP.%Ts 4c¢t of 1949 % gront rolief
to tho tribals had mode then restive ond resontful and
thio doveloped o achgs of fmatration ezongst thom. Bofore
section 51 of S.P.T. A8t of 1940 was struck dowr by th
Patna High Court, lanids ware acquired from the kyots

even for individual or sectorien purposes by the revanuo
authofities. How when the sootion hoe been anmulloed, the
tribols want bock thoir londs. This het for lack of
appropriats provisicons io not in o position to unds e
poot sction of vho revenus suthoritiesn, Hence the 6,.&
of the tribals remcin unfulfilled. The viilags wastelond,
‘the sottlament of which 18 the prosogative of the village
pradhan, oostly serves the cmase of the monoyed snd
influential porsons and the $ridbols remalip alionated of
thelir due share in this lesmh% The defzetive legislotion
and tardy implemcntstion wag also the mark of othor tomsncy

26, Commisngion for Schedulod Castes and Seheduled
fribon ~ {On tho spot Study Aeport of Strocitios
on Scheduled Castoos snd Schedulsed Tribes in Codde
subedivision of Dintrict of Sonthn)l Parpgapas of
Bihar Stato) (Hew Dalhl, HeDs}s pp.36~37.
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legiolations modo by the British, This continues ovon
in coee of land reform logislation of Congraees Hinlotries
after Indepandonce, Bihar State povermnent enacted Bihar

. ea R n Ac 69 and promulpgated

1% in chotm@nr end Senthal Pargma to plug the
loopholen in C.7.A. of 1908 and S.P.T. Act of 1949, This
Repulation Act sought %o roctore tho aliensted land to

tho disposcessed tribals through logal process, provint
further alionstion of land 4in the future, and protection

of the tribals from oxploitation by usurious mneyim&era.z’?
Sho Regulation het conteing ecomprohonsive and siringent
provisions % doal with the problen of lond alicnation ond
%5 restoration. Undor this Aot D.C, can evict the none
tribel tranaforco from land fllopslly acquired £roo the
trancforor. In caesc no holr of the original trangferor

ic avallable, the lond canm bo glvon te any tribal porson

in accordmes with the villoge cuatoms. Occording to the
poction 46 of the Act, tho non~tribal transferee can bo
Wﬁmaﬁﬁ fHr throe yeors or ho may bo fined upto B 1,000.
UGhen tho tranoferce makes construction on tho alienated
lond bo may retdln the some by fulfilling certsdn conditions

27. ﬁigmaauth Report ~ Commiasciencr of Scheduled
Castos and Schaﬁnxeﬁ Zribes - 1968+69 (llew Delhi,
1969}, Part I, p.27.
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1iko giving componsation and clternate land asn doternined

by tho Aet, In this taso D.C. w1l take necoasary aceion,zg

fho Hogulation Act of 1969 prima facle appesrs to be

‘beneficlal % the tribale. But e decpor eaacdnation of the
sct will show that this only vitlates the pious naturoc of
SeP.T. Act of 1949, the main alm of which 15 % preccrve
the non-transferable choracter of the lend, %This Aot hap
incrensed the tendoncy of the non-%ritale to greb big ochunk
of tribal land by orecting mbstantial structure bocouce
%nds 2et ultimstely helps in rogulerielng thin tronsfor.
tUhet tridbal moy got by way of coopensstion iz no mabotitute
for hip valuable land., Lond of the yyet is olso clicnoted
15 anothor way, 0.8. orol usufructuery mortgage vhieh
continues for lergth of time which 4s coupletely dlaspropors J
#ionato to the amount of loen advancod to the tribal,
Poreover, tho tribal shoreos the produco of his own land
uith the moneylendor in pursuance of om agroenment ontorcd
int%o by thon clam.ua}znaiy, loan being the consideration
point.2? aftor poosing of this Rogulation Act of 1969,

the dofacto tranofeor of lond on tho baoio of orasl apreement

33¢ I. 0. m@r, Ofs’ % p?o‘!?s"?&w

29, Conmisston for Schoduloed Costes asnd Scheduled
2rides, n.26, p.38.



105

betwoon the tramfleror oand tranogferce is bocoming very

cormon, GThere {8 & continuous game of hide and seck

going on botusen thn CGoveraomont and the nons~tribal pcoplo

of vestod interests. Ap inerossingly new legal reatrictions

are put by the Govermnant %o prevent land slienstion or
for 1% restoration, tho non-tribalc &n their never ecnding .
ingemity discover novel mothods of defeating govermmentsl
maauras.m The logislativo Acts and exccutive orders
prevent land alienation contein mony loopholos so the
problen is still continuing in one form or other. From
June 1975, tho provention of land aclfiongtion and &to
restoration to the tribal o bas boen accordod time bound
pricrity. As o result the State Govermmont has amendod
and enscted frosh loglolationo to chock land aliocnotion

_{ sod W eccclerats land restorstion in the tribel arces.

In =pite of the afforio by the State Govormment
to protect the rights of the tribals in land, illegal
nlicnation of land is taking place Sus to, {4} inadoquatoe )
legiclaticns, romlations ond thelr defuctive implementotion,
{41} poverty ignoronce ond apethotic attitudo of th

tribals, and (211} coercion and froud by the noun-tribals

30. H.P. Pandoy, Lond Records and Aprarian Situction
- &n Bihar (Cnleutip, 19& o
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%o goin iflloga) possescion of the tribal 1&&&.3’
Hecommendations: Among tho importenmt steps for controlling
alicnation of land of the tribals would bde firstly to
conduct & dotalled seruting of‘ a1l lepgislations aml
rogulations papscd by the Govermment to provent land
aliomation and plug the loopholes. Secondly, thore

should be & goneral prohibition of all trensfors whother

by sole, wortgage, gift or lonm under eny kimd of agrecment
or contract entored into by the tribals in favour of non-
tribals Without te pamiscion of the collectors. Thirdly,
eollsctors should be oppovored to institute onquirfos ond
rostore possoopion of the land without payment of any
compensetion to the transfereo, Pourihly, 1t io svecossory
% launch canpafipn %o oducate the tribels Shrough none
official agoncies regarding tho lovs ond refulationn made
for thelr benefit and provide necensery finoneial and

logal ssdl otance to secure odvantage thoreof. Fifthly,

for more effectivo implementation of the provisionc of

tha legislations and rogulastionc & gpocinl administrative
sachinory should be crostod in the Scheduled aren % uske
cuznary enquirtes into the ommorship of lond under occupntion

3t.  Hatne Lurdla, "Land Allotment ond Lond Alionation®,
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of von~trivals and % roestorc thom to the origlnal owvmers,
vhara thoy can bo traced or roescrve theo for asslgment

to tho landloss tribes whore tho original owners connot
ba traced, or 4o not coma forward to claim them. Sixthly,
o comnittos coneisting of locel lcaders and officials
should be constituted in tho stato to investigate the
causes of land allenstion and alliecd problome and recommend
to the Govornmert measures for restriang to the tribal
ounors the londs which have besn $1legally olicnated ond
o provent lend cliemation in mbzra.32 T™he iesues of
provention of land aliecnotion cmd its restoration ore
intoriinked. Stopa teken for the provention of lmmd
slfomotion will reduce the dimcnoion of e prsblen of

. restorstion of lam in future, Gimilarly energetic setions
for the rostorption of lanl will prevant non-triboloc fron
aﬂmm’in@; $llegal) Ianaugrebb&ng; £ho provention of lani
sl encticn and 4to rontoration should be backed by nassive
doveloprental efforto for improving the produetivity of
lcndg parﬁicalgrly of the uplands througs increasccd uge
¢f selentific inpuilo and changed umethode of culilvation.
It has boon oboerved Mat where agrimiltarsl condt tons
hove improved toroupd bettor ferming and adoption of scome

32, IMld., p.12%
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productive vogetable cultivation, the incldoncos of land
sliocnation bave pgono &%33
(The Indlan Conptitution bas not only provided nmony
pafoguardo W protect end promotc ths interests of the
ocheduled caston, schedulod triboes end backward clenses,
but it heo also spelt out adminietrative arrangepente for
the offective invootigation of the working of these
safepuards, Tho Comminploner of Scheduled Castes and
sehetuled Tribes {(Compissioner of SC/ST) eppointesd in
. 1550 under article 338 of ths Comstitution 1g roguired to
investigate al) mgtters relgbing o the safeguards providod
for thoso com—unities nnd mbdnit an snmual Report to the

prenisent sugposting rocommendationc. )

bo Commissioncr of SC/ST im Mo 196970 Report

pétmm‘i out that tho rolief vhick should have ranchoed %o

%o tribals on account of sorloc of Acts to prevent lend
| alicnation 4id mot rooch them netuslly. The wanknoeos
oxipted in the Acts themgzclven. Tho orpanizetions viiech
could hove holped ©o tribal communitiez in securing relief
wore fou end for. Tho tribal communitlies vary often vore
opprosaed by the fooling that aftor all they hove to 1live

33. L.n. Thelur, ops oit,, P.176.
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in the samo villoges anpngnot their noighboure who oxtended
eredit in tines of distress. In 1971-73 Reports, the
Comnissiona rocormendod thet the Jurisdiction of ordinary
courts should be oxcluded in vatters rolating to the
icplememntation of protoetive Acts, under article 31(b)

of tho ninth schedule of tho Constitution, It should be
utilised by including in tho niath scheduled of the
Constitution oo that it wuld not bo possidle to challenge
such Acta as violotive of fundemontal righte. It uas aleo
pugposted that no rigbt of o momber of a schodule tribe |
in his icmoveble proporty should be tranafered to & female
membor of ochoduled $tribo ubo fo not narried to a mambor
of her rospettive community. In his 1977-78 Report tho
Commi asionor suggestod dctallod sxaminotion of tho working
of variouo jcts to prevent 1and slienotion and tightoning
up Bolr provigions snd thodr inplemontation as well.
sxecutive inatruction should bo givon to the officors of
the Rovemue, Uelfere and other deopartments %o romain vipgilant
gbout the sctual working of thoss Acts. In 1979 he suppested
pome smepdnents in the oxloting C.T.A. of 1908 in the light
of land daputes and claghos betweon the tribels and none
tribals., Thorefore, Bihor Covornment promulgeted “The
Chotanagpar Somncy Amendment Act in 19797, wvhereby the

provisions of tho sald Act was made spplicgble to the
.
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trital londe alienatod in e oreas or parts of the arcas
thich havo beon constituted inte nunicipslition or notified
oren committes or uhich ore vithin tho cantonoment. Tho

oaid Act enoblod the tribelo to oortgege their lmmds @
Bonko or socleties in order %o reics loons for asgricultural
purpocsss. But the ict is rumning short of sxpoetations aomd
oneh st1l remins to bo dono in thie reopect.3* Dospite

$he leogisliotions, az:am%ieeﬁ ordero and dovelopmontal agoneies
lend oliemation remcdno o point of diccontent with thoe
tribols. |

Indebtodneso

fhe coneylendors hove beon ozxploiting the tridbals
of %he region right fron tho British period. In the
aistriets of Chotanogpur, =nd Santhal Pnrganﬁs the tribols
1ive fn tho oidst of nonetribol outslders. In rural arcos
tho trivals vork on the lend of coaoto Hindu landlords ond
oleo borrow monsy froo thom. In urbon arcas the ronoyleniars
arc non-tribal potty Wradors. There ie o functionol inter-
ﬂapendance aaong then or o ocort of Jojmeni system prevolls

34 Cotmissionor of Schedulod Captos end Scheduled
$ribeg, D18, p.152.
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35 The needs of the $ribals hove Lucrossced

considorably. They recuire money both for production and

omony Wen,

conoinption purposes, Thers ore many rcelipgious cercmonics
ond ritunls reloted vith birth ond death on uhich thoe
tribals spand laviohly. In certain tribel commnitiesn

the value of bride price has pone tuch high, 1% is very
41£ficult for the tribpl fonlly %o arrongo monoy to mood
all its noodo. So the trilals ore compelled to go to \
poncylenders, nortgoege their lond asd toke loans 6% '
exorbitant rate of iatéraat. Those loans thus are not

put to eny productivo uoo ond ore conmumpéion leans. In
tho evant of fallure o pay bock the leans, their lando
paso into the hands of mmﬂm&em% In order %o provent
this the C.T.h. of 1508 reotrlcted the Sranofor of tribol
~lond to tho non~Wribols. A gqueer Pepult of thie prwision
uns the rise of a new clasc of tribol moneylendors which
engoged ftoolf in part tinmec monoylending business and
sccentuatod the strats differcntiotion in the $ribal gocl oty
and deepaned o gulf botvesn the intolligent and offluent

gections and those who werc iopovorished opd hsovily indcbied,

35. Sachchidopand, "Tribel Situotlon in Biharw, in K,
Suresh Singh {ed.), | ton in Indio
(simla, 1972), ppe it

36. R.S. lenn, "Probloms of Indton Tribeo?, in R.S, llenn
and H.ll. Vyas {ed.), Indlan Tribos in ‘i’raneitibg
-~ {Jaipur, 1980}, ppﬁgm.
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In Sonthal Parpganns the Yribols silege that the
moneyleonders chborgo oxorbitant rete of intorest as o
raculd they hove alucys reaninsd ccononically cubgserviont
to the roneylenders. Sonetinos Santhnl tribals vorigege
thelir gold ond silver ornenents. Dven wvhen tho tribolo (
are rondy Yo pay the oniire loan with interest, 1% hao
boen found thot monsylendors ore in no oood 0 roturn
paraed or

nopants, ALl this S0 duo to spoaring pricos of
gold emd ailm;- overy 4ays The roluctconce on the part of
the consylondars for ot roturning -t‘hé powmod orncuonto
of the Santhols and their desporate bid fo get them boek

hoo ogerntuated the wnsiaaass?

It has aluoys beoon seon
ot tho $ribalo beling 4llitorate connot keep trock of |
thelr ropaynent i thegr nole any, Sonotimes in liaa of

e interost the noncylondsrs have been found cultiveting
tio land of the tribol dobtors ond clsiming ito produce,.
Lven 1f the tribsals contimuc %o cultivote the cortgenod lond
they bave to pert vith o mofor porticn of their producs os
sn interoot on o 3.0&:1&.33

In Dhonbad diotrict of Chotonogpur o high rote of
indcbteénens 1o provalent among the conl niners, inong

37. Cotmiesioner for Schoduled Gastoo and Scheduled
?ribea, &2‘6, Do 19

38, Commisgsioncr of Schodulod Castes and Schaduled
Tridbes, ﬁg’gg Pe20s



113

thoe tribol vomen working im the cosl nines of Bhoro$
Cocking Coel Linfted (B.C.Cele), ot lenst 60 perecoent of
‘ thes are in the clutchos of the moncylanfors uvlo ors vory
ofton North Bihori Rojputs, Bhojpurias, Punjabis ond
Esbulivales, Owing to illiterscy thoy arc not auworo how
mach they ouc ond co continue to plve awny thelr antiro
39 Dotionalisation of ool inos hao cortainly
inproved the daily carnins of the eﬁfal oiners but tho benefis
of sach wage inerense oo gone largoly into the pocketo

ronthly wazes.

of the coneylkandcrs. In the berlpning vagoo wore ot
cufficient. Uorkers vere loft With 1ittlo amount oftor
sonding roney to thelr fooilies in tho villopoo. %hio
togother v th the hodit of drinking led ¥hom to tho
noneylenders, %he ooncylonders plep perforn ono woro
orploitative funetlon. Shey work as labour egesto to
rocruit Lamrers br the nunsgonant of coal nines, %The
nonoylondors vith the holp of muasclcen, Maaa srd trado \
union charge ond rcleaso high rate of interost on the loons
given to the coalminors who are unsbleo to pat any resictonco.
The rato of $ntoreot vorios fron 10 porcont to 50 percont.
The usual pi'actiw is to chorpe so hipgh rato of intorost

39, Goutom 5.G. Vobra, "A Raw Lool for Iinoea®, Zimes
of Iandis (liow 1), 1% Mugust, 1981, p.g,

»
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$hot in noking ths poynent the prineipal aoount is neover (
1iquidated. Uorecover, the concylendars often toke thund
impreosion of the loanoes on o blonk paper cnd rocord
vastover cormitment they wigh %o moke, Shay snateh suay
thel r ddontity cords and bonus cards in order %o dircetly
reccive wago paynwnte ot the unter., Thoe poyment cleorio
are alco in leapue wi® tho mneﬂgmcrs,’*? Thus the
tribals buvo boon botly o7 wrpovered mmm&cally, politically
ond socially by the ponsylendars. Shoro Is cxtreno poverty
anong the tribes of tho rogion ond othe faclors apars,

the ropayleondors aro chiefly yesponsible for Sholr nisory.

(o deal with the problen of indebtednens tho Bihar
GCovernment Lirst of all possed Bihor !bnoylenders Aet (sof‘
1938, ond o 1ittle later in order to rocaove somo doubis
peparding the validty of corteln provisionos of thio Act
it pooacd Biher loneylenders pet of 1939, Thope Acts oro
applicableo in the ontire state but have no opecific
provicions for the ptholuled csstes and schoduled tribes,

Therofore, Bihor Scheduled Ares Hepulation fct of 1
was passed %o polto corteln crwndnento. The mendnwis

L0, Beport of the correspondent “Indcbtednens arong
‘&af{z%l%gry Vorkers®, EPU, tugst 2, 1975,
Pp. Fow > ‘
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>

#cqnira overy poneylender to declare ond mointain rocord
pbout the date and amount of the loen advanced by bin to [
o pcheduled tribe percon sleng with dotslls of tho interess,
ropaynent of loans 4f any ond other Sormc and conditiono

of loans. In the event of follure %o declare thoso loons
vithin spoecified poried, 1% &5 %o be prosumod thot no loon |
uas advancod o o ocheoduled tribe person concorned. The
Rogulation Lct nlep capouercd the court to flx {notolnento
for ropaynoent of loans and also postpone tho reppymont of
firast instaloent for a poriod mot exceoding five years from
the date of order vitloul any interest for that poriod in
cooe of a ccheduled tribo dobtor. %The Repgulation Aet ocleo
provided for the constitution of o conciliostion Boord for
omicebl o sottlement of dicpules bolueon W0 moneylonders
and debtors in casc whore thoe cmount of loen oxceodo ono
handred vithout inwlving aony trousfler of lanﬁ.“ The
Government furtber paosed
shich ontitled ol) debtoro %o redecn land worigaged in lian \

of interest aftor scvon youro and prohibited monesylendors
from cxtracting total intorecot payment of wore than double
of %ho principsl coount. I¢ provided thot any lond cortgogod
bvofors or after the commenecment of thic Act shall bo doemod

L1., Conmisaloner of Scheduilod Castes and Scheduled
Zribes, n.27, p.27.
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%o hovo wholly redeemod on the cxplry of o period of peven
yoars from the dote of the czecution of the bond, Also ne
court shall in ony sult poss o degrec fOr the renlizatlon
of intoreot at & rate oxeooding 12 porecnt per anmun vhore
the loun io oecurcd and 15 percont whore the loon 1o insccure,
The court chall also not cntertain o suit filed by an
unrogistered toneylender . for the recovery of loans advanced
by hin aftor the commenccoent of this zsct.z'z ?iecexstly

state Govornment hao enncted the Koneylenders ict

el 1975 to regulste monoylonding moro effectively, Booldes
goneral provisiono relsting %o tho ropulation of monoylonding
~ ond agking for naintennnce of accounts Where are %o othor
foportent provistons: (1) It hoop been lald dovn that the
mazimun omount whch o oonoylendor can realise from the
dobtor on account of principal and interest, should not be
jpore than double ths amount of the losnh advanced by him in
casc of o loan in monay ond one snd half %nmeo in cose of @
loan in kind; {11) In tho cose of umfractuary mortgage
reloting to agricultural londs tho principal emount and
intorest shell be deomod to be fully oatiofied and the
sortgage fully redoesred on the expiry of s perlod of 7 years

42, Arun Sinha, "ro Laws ngalnst Bonded Labour®,
EFY, 11 October 1975, p.1602.
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from the date of tho oxocution of the cortgage. In 1975
the Governoent olso protulpgatod on ordinence doclaving
\ that tho dobin owed by schoduled trides holding lcps than
one aere of lond sholl bo dooned %o bhave m&emﬂs@
Thege Aclis ond amendmonto have brought mooe reliof to o
tritols. Hovever, unloos the credit noedo of the tribalo
[oPe odequately ond promptly mot by cregit insti i tions,
these Acto end ooemdnenio will romain futile ond tho trivole
will be likely to fall into tho clutchos of voneylendors,
It is importent, thoreforc, ot ercdit is advaneed to o
tribals both for production and consumption purpooes, if
( their dopendence on ronoylonders o to bscope o thing of

the past,u’

[She Govermment wade crodlt¢ focilitios under Block
Devoloprent Programmes in the region. Since the Block
‘officiols wore non-tribal it wap practically @ifficult for
the %ﬂbaln t0 get loono sdthout proasing the pelm of tho
Block offfciolo. ELfforts woro made to inpart shgr% training
to tho officisls in tho tribal 1ifc and mlmm[m was not
_eftaeﬁiw.. 2he policies framed by tho Govornmont for cconomic

R

k3., I,B. Tholur, op. cl8., P.175
bbe  Bele Gupts, ops £i%s,s Pe18be
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botterpant of the tribolo were not realistice. Evaryibing
that were spocificolly frimod for the tribals falled ot

$he operationnl levez,,i due 1 bod adminiatration, lock of

- co-operation tnd unavoldeble rod-tupism. Ilont of the funds
vere cornered by the non-tribsls under the Block Dovelopment
mgras.f'-s The Comniscionar of SC/ST sugpeoted ibhe Stoto
Covernmont to take necoonury action to arrange for the
sonction of consumptlion credi o %o the tribal through the
fLarge=-Sised fltipurposo Co-oporoative Societicat {Lmys;"é
o that the $ribalo mould not depond on e conoylonders
for thelr urgont nevdo, Therofors, the Stote Government
ootablichod o nutder of LUIPS © provide production ond
wnt&m loans, Bubl thore orce pany binderences in their
suedt gésfulv functioning, ond thorofore the tribals continue
to renefn at, tho perey of coneylonders and shophecpers. %ho
various types of co~operative a&cm{i es functioning at tho

45, %ﬁk@m&@ﬁﬂ&, obs _{:}j” PPs *73‘?&0

46, The purpose of Lerge-Sised iuliipurpose Soclcties
{LiPS) 4o %o purckace ogricilturcl produce ond
oinor forest producto from tho tribale directly
on recconsble rotes % ovold iaterpediorios, and
coniractors who purchace thom on pretty low ratep
snd by aolling then in far off places corn much
profit, Shene socicties also provide lom~torm
end shorte~tern loans for production and consunption
purpoooes and alco sell to the tribalso tho nccogoitics
of daily 1ife on rearonebls controllod rotes.
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village lovel have beon amslpamoted in tho LAIPS but tho
problen of ouistanding duen %o shopkeopers and tonsylenders
dooo not oilow them to tsko pocosoary holy from tho LAIPS,
{lorcover, the LAWS are furctoning oo faip-price shops
ond they ors not perforning thoir stipulated functiong,

he Govornment ghould cnmare remuler capply of cosonticl
‘goods %o thosoo ocgencied and sbo should soo fo 4t that ¢tho
benofits fron thom acerue to the tribelu.w

The forests play vory ioportont mie in tho cconnmie
1ife of the tribale, %Yhs tribals of tho rogion had
Ehunticnttd mMghio ovar tho forcsts vhich mecns thoy bod
troditionsl snd custoniory rights to uge tho misnor fovoot
products {IL.F.P. )}, 2upe fivorood, flowero, fﬁﬂ%}s;, loavos,
honoy, bousing natoricl, odible nuto, mediceol horbo, gross,
otc, They dopended on tho forosto for gresing thelr onimolo
. ond chifting cltivetion. Thie way the row foreat coterislo
voro holpful to the tribalso % supplonent tholr ngricul tursl
geonsny. Foreats wero ond ot ll today aro connetted vith
tha vital acpoct of the tribal cconony in the region, Tho

4;7. cmmianer of Schotmlod Lastos snd Scheduled
Tribos, B.18, pp.167-208.
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imporsancs of tho forest in tribasl economy hes bosn depleted
by the Ranchi Scttlement Roport which roported, "There are,
hovever, othoy factors So be considsred boesides the totod
vame of crops. %he nborigines and low caste Hinduso who
cpring from the samo roce sro remarkable for their physical
ehildbood. They con, therofors, oubsist on conditions in
which moembers of the moro civilised rase could not oxist,
then $ho crop fell, Junglo Pruits and vegetebles of sll kinds
{Sop) are valunble rescrve with tho holp of these thoy
raccesdod in tiding ovoer $hoe period of strass which vould
play mﬁacﬁ.w This rolotionship betrson the Sribol cconomy
and foras;a ko beon rocognisod tut 4% hag not beon articulated
in termw of cloor policlies and progrommiosn,

- Unti) tke rdddle of ths ninctesnth contary, €he
Britick forest poliey recognised the Sribol riphits to use
the L.F.Pe Bul tho tribal interests in tho foreot began
%o be offoctod by theo forast poliey of 1895 which stateq,
*The sole objoct with which State fbmst; are adpinistored
in tho public benofit.scess e cardinal principle %0 beo
thaﬁz is thot the riphto ond privilcegoo of tho individusls

48, K. Sureshk Sinmgh, "Fazfne, Scorcity and Economic
Dovelopment in bal ﬁrﬂaa“, in K, Surech Singh

{ed.) ??bal Sitetion in Indla {¥imla, 19’]2),
WOB 5‘
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st be um_s‘_,/tad._ pthertise thon for their oun benefits

only in sud degreos oo is gboolutely necossary %o sceurc
that adventoge®. This forost poliey affected the tridolo
ﬁar.y decply and was the oot couse of the delicate relotions
betucen then and ths Forest Depariment wc;;ﬁ 11 continuas,
In general tho grouth a;g;rmwation of the forcots
fovolved the ropgulation of the rights and the repirictions
of pri_vilﬁges of the tridbals ond tho nelghbouring population.
After Indopondenco the Foreot Poliey of 1952 furthor
roptricted o .inﬁiift&aimte use of the forast by the
tribals. It inposed groator rostrictions by saying that

the village comrunitioco in tho neighbourhood of o foveot
¥ill naturally woko groator use of its producta for the
paticfaction of thoir donastic and sgricultursl nescdo. Such
uso, bhowevor, should 4n no ovont bo permitted a% the oot

of nationsl intorostse..s Therefore, the neods of tho local
population oust bo mot %0 8 ressonsble oxtent, nationsl
intorosts should not bo suerifiecd becouse they ore not
directly dacorniblo nor should the rights and intoreotn of
the futuro gencration should be cubordingted o ﬁzé
ioprovidence of the prosoat ganoration. The %t foroot
policies wore of 4ifforecnt noturc and they adversely affeetod
the intorosts of tho tribalo living noor tho foronts {1) The
0ld policy envinaged the roloase of forest land for
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cultivation subject %o cortd n oofeguards. The now policy
vithdiraws this concessiony (2) $ho policy roptricicd the

uoe of H.F.F. by tic villopgers from the reserved foresto

and proacribed thet there ghould de village forcato for this
purpcse; {3} Contrels werc oxtended %o privete foroetng

{4} Frec-grasing wao ocalod down to oinfoum snd foo wo
introduced for thip purposo; {5) The new policy mado one
concosaion, I¢ odcdtted that swhile 4% wao cnphatically
opposod to tho obdfiing cultivation, porsuasive, end not
coorcive maamms::mm be uéa& {no a cort of niosionary
rother thap in en cuthoritarics nooner €o étt@a:pk to vin

the tribals fron their traditionnl mothods, S0 ths tribal

_ ﬁghta in the forogt wero pgroatly restrieted through o
geliberate procons | of low, %he traditionel righte of the
$ribols were no lonzer rocopniscd as rights, Their rights
boecane Tconcessionats, Thoy were bmﬁght undaer the control
of the gbmst Bopmrtnont. Heponoration of the forvots vos
@gmsiaa&'unﬁor the now t’amé’ﬁ policy. Uncontrollod grosing
in ths forest vas restrictoed and ninfmum wogen were introduced
mr the tribals vho ssrvo under the Foregt ﬁeyamrx%; The
‘éribala living near tho foreoto ond hoving no employnond were
diroetod to de cmployed Sy 'ﬁm Forest Departuments oo far as
poostbtle.’? fow the forosts oro at tho dspossl of 'State

9. P.K. Bhowotck, "Forcstry, Tribe and the Porost Policy
in Indfa®, &n L.P. Vidyarthi (ed.), ‘i" ribal Bave;agnt
snd $tp sdminigtration (llcv Dolhi, 1981), pp.33=35.
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Yorest Corporotion' and *Forest Departzoent! whoss Demagenont
of the forest ié/ dotrinentsl to the tribel economic interocsto.
Despite sovoral attenpto on tho part of forest ndndinipiration
to adjust thelr progreomos to the opeeinl neods of the
tribalo 1iving noar the foreot arcas, tho genersl sttitude
of tho tribals to tho feraaﬁ_édﬁtaistraﬁionis that of
sugpledon, IS 4s not olusys dae t prosent day lapoe of
fsh;}amat odmini strotion, cometimes 1t 15 slep Que to tho
‘bistorical reasons. Fron tinen fmnmenorial the tribale
cnjoyed froodon to uno rg_x:eat ond 1%o0 products and thio haos
glven than o conviction ﬁat remning cven today dogp in their
hogris that forooto Lalong to then, The grodual ea%;zmian
of thn suthority of %.h_: éewment in thepe arcas ond the
patural decire of the foroot officicls to oxorciss ovor
closzr control ovor tho usc of 1. #AP. hao deoply disturbed
tho enﬁ_r/e trival eccomony and introducod psycholopical
conflict. There hive Dech nmony complainta fron the $ribale
ond thoir roprosentotives againot the forost administration
ond therefore & staoto of tenoion ond mutuel dlstiust ealote
and interfores vith the dovolopmont of tho foresto ﬁaﬂ.sa

50; B.Ek. Doy Bnm&n *Poront ond Tribals in Inﬁia”
in L.P, Vidyorthi (cd,), Appled Anthrop o
Indfe (Allshebaa, 1968}, p.<03.
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fribels have to pay roynlsy t%¢ tho PForest Deportment

and get licences from it to collect HL.F.P. t ncet thelr
eaph requirement, %ho buyers of the H.F.F, are very often
the contractors and the agents of the Forest Dopartment,
Thoy purchase H.F.P. fron the ¢ribals 2% low pricos ond
earn mich profit by selling them in for off placos. Sinco

the contractors poy royolty %o the Forest Departsont for
| the contract of fﬁiiag'_traaq Bo they pay low wageo %o the
%ribszls; Thoy aloo coploy the tribale for plucking kendn
leaves for bidlep and g;ivé then low wapes. 4 wman plucks
loafage for 12 hour, but 32% gets only onu YUPOE 00 TAKGO.
So the retc of exploitotion io very high., Sometimes the
tribalo do mot get euployront in the adjoining foregts of
their villagos. The pricup pald to the tribals for H.F.P.
collceted by them, s enlcaloted in torms of Sholr lobour
inputs {gmoring the coot of trcnsportation boesuse of
voristion in dlswmnco. Thore is no cow~rolation botuween
the pricos paid W then for H,F.Pe ond their actual norket
prices. Bibar Govermment reslises 30 crores frem the foreots
of Chotensgpur, what rmet the contractors be sarning. In \
return of this royally of 30 ereros; tho Governnent gponds
vory meagre amount for the dovelepount of the tribaslp, thieh

avan does not rench then in fuall. 51

5%s Ma,hasmta Dovi, ®Comtract Labour or Bonded Labour?,
? & Juno ?9‘}5, ps1013; Comnisoioner of 3&@&1@&
cptes ond Schomlied Tribes, n.18, pp.10~-11.
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In Singbblunm 61 otrict of Chotanonpur tho main foreot

protlcn fs thot of cutting of *cal' troos and plantotion
of tosk treecpn by the Forest Dovolopmznt Corporstion. Thin
fo regented by tho tribols of We arca vho consider gal
troes oo secred and ccomnmicolly core useful. Sal trecop

arw clogoly amiﬁia& wﬂ‘«.&a @e religlous and soclo-cconomie
14f0 of the tribals, Bemooth clusters of gal treso ore
located tdabsrsthana’ (Holy proves) of the tridale, wharo
stones wggs&n’eiag their doition are instolled. %hoy
provide virtually in-caboustidls leaf crop to the iribolo,
Shousends of tribnl women, mon ond children vielt forost

w collect ths leaves and propare 'leaf platen' and tloaf-
potst ® capplenent thelr incone, ﬁs;ll hrzmcma md Yeigs
of thom ore olcoo wnaet\ea for uge ap *toothestichot,
Salepecd o1l 1o conoumed locolly. Tho non-oily fat
mgﬁﬂsz_&; are uced ia tho prepsration of chocolote s2ilo
thoe rasb of the ol 15 conpidered £t for other industrial
upss. Sel vood is used Yo nomifacture furniture, ogriculinrsl
foplonento ond tullocke-corts, I4 is also used in the
congtruction of houncs and 1t yields pood quality of chorconl.
The tribal g of the croo bave gricvences roparding 35
khunthotid villages, Thoy sy thot these villagen woro
acquired by tho British Goveromont in 1899 ond doclercd os
repsorved foreste, [ou tho ¢ribals tont restorstion of these
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villapes %o thmia?

To sun up the tribal grievances and problems relating
to the forects are - cutting of sal trecs, and their
replacement by teak (Soagon) trees, non-rocognition of
tribal khuntkoat$i rights in the village foresta, none
plantation of frult booring tress, inadoquate supply of
bemboos, negogoity of toking pernission o fell treoco
and gesk trensit passeo be-fere they ore allouwed to collect
ll.FoFe, Postricting snd quostioning the troditionsl rights
of tho tribales in Wwe forest produee and their borasmoant
by tho forost oillel a’lmsa

She State Covernnent has recently sot up & Tpdbol
-oporative Dovolopront Corporation to organiso tribal
nurkoting co-operatives 55 thot the tribals may got fair

pricos of thelr produces Covernnont bas nlsy undertckon
a rucher of oteps for increasing the inflowe of louy interest
institationnl credit to the tribal farmers through coeoporatives

52» Commicaionceey of Scheduled Captes snd Seheduled

riben, n.i18, pp.148-49; Times of Indis (How Delnt)
12 {:c%;her, 981, & o ’

53, Commicsion for Schodulod Ceotos and Scheduled
fribes - Report on tho spot ntudy of Atrocitico on
Sehoduloed Contes and Schodulod Sribes in Singhbhunm
Diotrict {lew Dolhi, H.D.), ppe42«il.
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and banko. %he Forost Doportnent extonded & mumber of
faciliticn t© the %ribal poople 1living in oand oround thoe
forestin, Steps bhave boon Stakon to orgsnivoe labour
cooperatives uvith o viov %o oliminanting exploitotive forest
e In 19784 it lounchoed 'moelol forostry
progrormet % harmonisc the tribel economiec interceis ond
gtate commerclal intorosts in the forost, Under %thds
programme the Forest Departaont provided poedo to tho tribslo
for the plantation of trcop, ond purchoosd H.F.P. dircctly
fron than by elinmino¥ng niddlenen. Proviously tho middlchen
ond contractors werc oxploiting the tribols by oxchonging
such volucble cormoditien with orticles of dndly usc like
solt, kereseme, oll, ofc. on a barter system. %ho gal seodo
are eollocted by tho tribolo vhen thore {5 hardly ony
soploynant in the orosn. But reccontly the colleetion and
norketing of sal socds hoo boen givon up dac to the anpitation
oPpanisod by the middlenon with the mpport of politicol
parties, So in spite of forost Deportment's Uolfare schene
it io beling scuttiled by tho vested intercets. Ubot is olooing
in tho whole schemo ip non-involvement of $he loenl tribol
poople ond lack of politicel will on thoe port of the Covornment
% uvithotmd e proooure of loeal contractors, mniddlcion

controetors.

S54s I, H. Thokur, op. cits, pp.178=-79.
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and ohopkeepols. 35
The Commissionsr of SC/S% has siggested that teak .
trocs Mza be plan%ed tut not by cutting gal troos,.
Lhonovor the gal treco are Vo bo cut, the local leadors of
thoe tribals - Japki and [undes should be tcken into coniidence,
2ribal e do not resent 17 big treos old and ringed arc cug, .
\ba% not tho green treco. Cutifng of gal trevs in mape cetle
hurt their sontiments becousge thoy bnve bean cezzaawmg |
| taon a11 thooo years. Tho Khuntkatet righte of the tribalo
in the forvsts ohould beo vecopnised and thoy should beo nlloued
20 uso tho H.F.P. Dot only for domentic congunption but olso
for comnercisl purposes, Foreotation responsibility ebould
be given %o thun, Thoy should be piven ploto to grow trees
uhich would belong to them. Lorge scele ploptation of
fruitos fodder cnd fuel treos chould be undortockon vith
uwsufruct rights %o the idontified tribal fomilien oven on
tho forest lands without involving any tramsfer of titlo
over thn land. Tribaole chould be allowsd to meot thely
donentie ‘requirman%a ulth rogard to fuel wood, thatching
and fodder grass, bocboo, and tirber for house eonatmction
and zaricultural imploscnts. Thoy should be allowed %o uge

55. Commiesioner of Schodiled Castes and Scheduled
Eribes, R.18, pp.212-14,
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IleF.Pe nos only Dron the gmtaéma& forosts but in cortoin
canses oven from the reoocerved forest and thet too without

ony permiselon., ¥For reguleting the nisuse of privilogos,

the Hanki ond Hunde chould detarpine a working poliey. An
rogard check p on oolling foroot produce by thoe ¢ribals for
oco¥lag thelr dally roquiranento, 4% sbould be remuloted

in conpulietion with the simo local leaders. It is oloo
mggeoied thet o &ié'zmt lovel advicory commftico comprioing
Dulsy 0£ficlals of $he forost Dovelopaent Corporation and
reprosentatives of menki ond punda moy be o.¢ up. BAosociation
of the tribals in the forost manugeoent 1o otrongly maggoostoed.
The lovor forest officlole with xhen the tribalo comic in
touch bavo not besn propurly oriented in tho dynonics of

the tribol culture ond bdhaviowr. The forest-officiols skeuls
ey gréat afphadis oh proctising regulations and persucding
the tribole to follow thai. %o fasuo s chollonge and roglator
o caso spoingt then {0 vory cagy but its consequunces are
grova. The intorprototion of forest regulotions and Ghoir
enforcemont &n the trfibal arenn phould be oo simple as tho
$ritolo Sensolves, ond it should bo difforent fron tho

forcot nonsgepent in thoe non-tribal rapion, 56

—

Lo séi@n for Scheduled Cantos and Schoduled
Trives, p.23, pp.52-55.
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Bonded Lotour

Though the bonisd lebour hag been gbolioched by the
article 23 of the Indian Conotitution but it still continues
in thio tribvel region in one form or othor. In Falemeu
ond Hosaribagh vhero this system 4o widely provalont, is
knowvn as *Kanin-pyston' but in other pario of the state it
i5 knovn an 'Komil-cntit or '8&?&!@1@@3&%*.57 This gystam
conointe of & porson ogreoing to serve out o loan he nmay
tolte from the womsylender and the londlord. Though the
monsy loan is emall but the monipulation of the account
is & arrenged ad %o requirc the debtor % spond his lifew

tine as a bonéman, and very often, oven his son is sled

- found paylng out bis father's debt by rendering oimilor

service. %hip systen 1o ildentical to gerfdon. The oyoton
of advancing moncy for purposcs of narriape to s donustic
sorvent or forn pervant on the undoratanding that he noy
pay 1t off by sorving bis creditors in the fomily 45
videoproad in the region. Under this 'ayaﬁem cultivation
io somotimas practicolly ¢orried out by tho asrfs. Bondod
lsbour slso exiots in the form of compulcory labour for
tho ¢rcditor at such timos asm may be doeclded by the lattor,
This aystom serves t hipblight o oconomice hardohips

57. K. Surcsh Singh, op. cit., p.389.
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sufferocd by the tribal compunities pnd it 1o o sourcoe of

vozxation,

The firat Act speinst the bondod lobour vpe passed
in 1920 known as 'Biber and Orloso KoncotWl Agreoment Sct?,
This legtiolation bonned any wrkor-employer compuleory
labour ut it ::m;;a aa%_bziag sbout desired romlts.
Recognizing thot rural indcbtedneos io the root cmuise of
the probles, the Bibor Government poooed o DIl to ond
such indebtodness, This weo Y8ihor Schoduled Castos,

Rellef Set 1974* which otipulated sweopingly thet an ogroomant
vhotlor entered into bofore or after the commenceoent of
thip act vhoreunder a scheduled debtor or any memboer of

g fenily is roquired to wrk ne a labourer or othorice
for the crséitor shall bo vold, and any such custom or
trodition choll comse %o proveil. The Act provided that
ovary d4obt advenced % o schoduled deblor beforae tho
enforcement of %hio Act includl ng tho emount of interocot
amz. be decacd to hoveo beon ubolly dlschorped and no such
deb$ phall be rocoverable fros bin or his coveble or
immoveble proporty nor sholl ony ouch proporty be lioblo

o be stioched or zold or proccoded against in any nonnor
in tho oxecution of o deecrec or order reloting to cuch dobt,
Sho ASS vas a@glieablé o gﬁll ochaduled debtors owning onc
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acrs of lond or lesn and $% debarred the eivil courte
from cntertalning any sult or procecdinge ageinst a schoduled

58 During energoncy tho

dobtor for rccovery of losns,
abolition of bondod labour pot gpeeific ottontion in Prime
Hinigter's 20-point prograrmes. It statod that the practice
of bonded lrbour 1o barbarous and w1l be atolished. The
Centrol Covernment prepored Central lavw for tho entire
country sbolioching the bonded lobour aystem, This ubp
prooulgated in October 1975 by the President, This ordinonce
has now becn roplaced by en idct of ths Parliasment, Thio
ret oxtinguiohed 1icbility of bomdod laboursr to ropey tho
bonded decbt and vors £illing suits in pny form for ite ¢
rocd vury; It 2loo provi dec that vhensvor o conplaint is
pade by e bonded labourer, the burden of proof thnt the
dabt 15 not 5 bonded debt shall lie on the ereditor, %Tho
proporty of bonded lobourer undor any morégege, cte. otonds
frea. %The bonded lobouror hos been givon legsl right %o
pecure mstafaﬁ-aa of pogsepsion from the amﬁibr of his
proporiy by opplying to the preacribed cuthority. It
] prohibits oviction of freed labourer frou Lis homestesd or
other roegldentiol premisges. Of{cncos atirescting the

provicions of %hip Aet arc cognisable and bodlebie and moy

58. arun Sinhs; ops, ., Pp.1601=02,
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be triod summarily by an oxocutive magletrate wvhe hng

been entrusted with judicial powors. Bach of thesc offomsos
except the one rolsting to rentorotion of property is
punisheblo vi % ioprimnment oxtending to throe yeors ond

& fine upto L.2,000. %hio Act also providos for sotting ,
up of a viglilance comittec ot the aintrict and sub-divisional
lovel % @ oure proper implcentotion of the fet and provides
for cconomic ond sociel rebobilitotion of tio bonded
lsbourers. 9 |

Despiteo theze Acts tho problom of bonded labour 1a
atill contimuing particularly decausc of slowv &nd incffoetive
foplenent ation of those pets and ifgnorance of the poor ond
fnnocont tribale. %These Acte also 4o not contoln provision
rogerding the rehobilftotlon of the freod bonded labourors.

It hao oloo besn seen $hat the cguses of bonded lchbour
~ are @uite of ten not roported ss the affcected pergons are
totally dcopendent for thoir subglotence on the monaylendors
ko are alse @©o landovnors. In order to do awpy with the
systen of bonded labour tho proctics of monsylonding 4tself
ghould be gradually stopped by evolving tho coeoperstives

59. ZTwentythird Report - Commigsioner of Schoduled Castes
ana‘sgg'?aeﬁ Pribes « 197475 (Hew Delhi, 1576},
Ppe it .
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in tribal sreas % provide loans on nominal intercnts.
Thoe tornm bondod labour has not beon properly defined and
the enforcing muthordty hes alse not boen vory ai‘fieisnt.ée

tion~poynont of rinimun wapes to the tribal workers
16 falrly wldospresd in thic reglon. It 1o alleged that
tho tribal workers aro paid uegos st rates much loss then
those proseribed under the minirum wagoo Act. Both the
apriculturel ond forest warkors are victios in thie roopect.
The tribels therafore feel & lot of resontment,

The wages glven © the tribal vorkers ares not uniforp
in thia tribal region of Bihar. Palomau 1s the only diatrict
in Blhar wvhere the minloum wapge $9 P 4.00 end 500 gns light
meal. In Sgnthel Porpemns ths rate;i‘ wagos 1o Bn4.00 for
irrigated lund apd B5.5.00 for unirrigated land but no masld,
Zhe oimdmum wapges far%chilé, workar is B2.50 plus & 500 gue
light meal in the distr eto of Ranchi, Singhthun, Dhonbad

and &:{riﬁih.ﬁ‘ In sone villoges of Santhsl Parganas the

60, Buddudecd Chaudhuri, "On Sone 7ribal Problens®, in
Buddoded Choudburd and Samito Chaudburd {ed.), Zribs
Dovelppmont in Indis (New Delbi, 1982), St e

61. ﬁo%?xéaéejinaky, Tinicun Yages®, LPY, 19 July, 1973,
P 1070, _
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Brahain landlords pay wopos % the tribalo less $hon vhat

is proporibed by $ic stote Govarmoent, _Sattu 1s givem as
ungeo in o moot hunilisting cnd degroding manner. Sottu

is nover given in utonsils ond the tribal wrkors are

acked to vat 1S by meking pit in the wr@.& In Sipghbhum
the forest coniractors oleo do not pay dninmun wages
preseribed by o lav ond, morcover, they extract more ladour
renging from 8 to 12 hours. The Porest Corporction ond
controctora pay Wabe50 0o woren uheroas other industrial
unites like mincs puy R, 5.B0 por day. The tribals in Singhbhum
olso denend B2, 5.80 as é;i‘ly wagens In the interior parts

of the fcz?anta, vneos arc nover d&sbursed weckly., Sometimes
it tokes 15 % 20 doys for getting paymnt.63 In the pcmo
districet agriaulturol vorkors are not given minimun wagoes

ond morcover the work ic aleo extractod for pretiy long
duration. Therc io no parity betucen o woyes pald do the
faanle snd msl lebourcro, Fenalo worliers ged 2% kp. of paddy
vhile the gnle wrikers get 3 kg. of paddy. During tho offe
scaoon tho vagcs are furthor .’wtz; |

62, Conoiosion for Schoduled Castos ond Schoduled
Tribes, 0.26, p.1be

63, Cotmission for Schediled Caston and Scheduled
i‘i’ikes, 3322; 9-@0
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20 relato wages o the cost of living the Govornnent
vants enployer to pay wrhkoers vholly in stable feodgroine
cuch a8 paddy, rico, vheat and gres. The guantitien of
food=grain esquivalent to npinicun wvagoes rate werc stipulated
pepoarately for all the diotricts. Tho vorking hours woere
fized for adult workoro at ¢ bours, for children nt L bours
ond for edoloscents ot 6 hours, in sccordanco with byelaw
{1) of rulo 24 of tho Bibor Miniowun Uaces fiet of 1959,
According to tho some Leb mi ndult vorkor vho toils for core
thon 9 bours a day or 48 hours o weck van entitled %o got

Gouble the uoges for vxirs vork put in, This wos Shoe sceond
upv ard rew;.sion of agricultaml wogoo in Bihar oinco thoy
vers fized undor Hinloun Usges Act of 1948, ﬁnﬁer Gie
Hinfoun tagos Act of 1951, the ninfoun vegeo were firgt
fized for Potna distriet ond by 1959 the ubole ntote wo

declared as coversd undcer thdo Aet, The ninimun waros wore
ogain reviped in 1966-67 follovinp charp risc in prices.
Howover, ovidonco g&ﬁaﬁ by & nuobor of surveys indicated
that the r;it_rimumhagcs vere in foct mot enfbreed. The
wé.gan éere puch lousr than whot vas prooerdboed by tho Acto.
& study conducted 4n 1974 in Sinthal Parponeg found thot

' the sverosge deily i{ncona of a farm wrker during tho pock
aoncon Wob in 1.25. Uptil that time only tho chiof fnppector

of anricultural vapos wap inecharge of the onforeocont vork.
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But in 1975 the Bihar Coveormnent sct up s poparate
éirae%rate?f agricultursl lobour wWith o joint labour
conni ooloner at ita\hssé. For gqulck dleposal of caoes
concerning lobour disputes Lond Reform Doputy Colleoctors

in sll the distriets werc given arbitrary cuthoMty. The
Governnont alep encouraged the formation of farm lobour
unions under Trade Union &ct.% In the dlstriet of Singhbhum,
- %he A striet adnirdgtration convoned a toeting of Qe
roprescntotives of the political partiosn, smpll and big
farmers and lobourers. The lesders of agriculturnal latourers
depanded that sgri cultﬁral labourer chould got 4.5 kg. of
pody &nd t4ffin per day. Fhe cultivators statod thot the
ares under double erop is vory negligible and the yiold from
the unirrigated land s also goo:. Thus they wsuld not be
able W pay noTe WapeS. ‘izﬁh:'egard to implsmentation of
minimun usges ﬁct,/tha Agricultural Labour Superintendont
of Si;ghbhum district statod that tho proportion of female
ladourers is more than mele labourerc vho ere paid lose
wages but they do not mako vritien complaints bacousco they
are afrald of belng dlocharged by theoir employers, It wnp
slec felt that the mumnbor of lebour inaspeclors is low, and
noreovor, thoy do not have facilitlos, e.g. vehicle for the

64. Uolf Ledejinsky, op, git., p.1076.
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intensive coverege and anforcemont of oinfoun wsgeo Act.és

The wage repisters ore sloo not maolntained by o enployers
and they by bribing the officicls of tho labour Departoomt
make good ensape from the labour lawa.

Fhe problan of the non-onforcemont of minioum wapges
Lot bas given rise to 'peoplots court® by CPI (Herxiste
Leninist) mrkaﬁ étmraby s exploiters are being compelled
to0 pay oiuimunm wagos for £ bourn as preseribed by tho Aes,
In the évént'oi fafluro t & 5o fimes are inposed, cropo
are Dreibly hurvested and 14fe 1o throgtened. This hos
croated a roign of torror inm nome tribsl villagos of Singhbbun
district, Thio is becausc agricltaral lebourers orc not
orzanised ac indugtrial wnrkers ere. 5o they appoar ta'hc
rodrossing thel v @&cen through political gaﬁes 1liko
cr1 (eiargistmx,miniat) vhoso leaders rosort %o vialmt
s&ethois.éé
of nintmun wazes has gtarted im tho region. %he agricultural
1sbourors davo orgenized 'Eigan Semitios' for this purpooo.

Rocently & pow povement for the enforcoment

zhat 4o vhy landowners havo bocome quitc hostile to the Kigan

65, Commiszion for Scheduled Castep s2nd Schofuled
T14bos, B.53. PP.62-6h.

563 Ibda, s PPs 26"271
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Semit.iea.67

Seusonal Iigration |

$hs problem of measotinl migration is sleo much moro
ceute in the region. Ime to bad harvest, drought conditions,
poverty and lack of employnent the tritals ere compelled to
sigrate o the towns in ooorch of employmont, Tho
contractors and thelr agoents are active here whé luro the
tribals vith tho promises of potting them employed ot handoome
wages, Very often tho young $ribal boys ond girls become
tho victins of?ha recruiting a(gants. Such canos of nigrotion
are cocmon in Singhbhun whore it takos place betweon tho
month of ley and [ovember every yoar. %the migmﬁaﬁ io
uouaslly t the statos of U.P., Punjab, Haryana, Vest Bengol,
Apsem and lisbarashtre. Once thoy mgrata to othor gtates,
thaoy become source of cheap laho—:zr—/t;ecense thay ors hard
presced by time, d not have nmoney W rsturn to the villago
anl they arc not in the position to bargain with thoir
caployers. It has also Pﬁg reported that the cuployero
vipit the hutments of tho migratory tribal girls ond nake
then victims of thalr luot, Tribel girls are also used for

67. . Eafaport of the Correspondont, "Singhbhum: Exploitation,
Pfotcat and Represcion®, ERY, 2 June 1979, p.942,
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imroral purposes. 64

In connceotion w=ith this problem the 'Inter-State
tiigrant Uorknen (Regulstion of Lmploymont and Cond tions
of Sorvicoes and HNiscellancous Provisions) &ct 1979* hog
beocn posped but has not bocn notiffod by ths Contral |
Governmont. Unéer thioc Act the particulers of ths contractors
and mlgroting worknen will heve to bo roglstersd end
contractors will heve to got licenco before thoy are aliweﬂ
to teke the workers out of the ststo. Sinco the Aet hao mot
been motified, the problen of ;mthcﬁaea -migrattag ic
contiming an ueual,8? N

Zoll Zax

Tho wockly hess {locol markeis) play important role
in the tribal economy of tho reglon. The tribalo not only
sell and purchasc in thoe ‘hatp? but theoe also offer o meoting
place whers thd r wolo-sconpmic and political setivitios
are conducted, In the hatsg the tribels bold meetingo,
emproos tholr griovances de % the ezploitation by tho

68, /Janak Simgh, "Lav of tho Jungle in Jharkhend®,
Simos of Indias {(Hew Dolhi}, 11 Febmary, 1982,
- P53 H.O. Dhom, gp. eite, P.207.

69, Commissfionor of Schoduled Caostos and Schedulod
fribes, n.18, p.149,
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contractors, polico emd othor officinls, ond docide tho
ecourse of action © be teken apgsinst them. Theso ncotings
have often led %o the polico firing resulding in the doaths
of the $ribols, The tribonlo do not like the oystom of

toll tox tollcoction becoune they aore oxploited by 1%, Tho
villago hats lesoces buy the bhatg in auetion for soy 10,000
and thoey wont to earn t&zriéa by oxtracting oore $oll tax,
Horesver, toro 1o aboolute lack of urinals, drinking vater
and rosting sheds in tho v@uadof hats, Tribals ore haoroosed

by tho private comtractoro {(hat 1&3&@9] éﬂé loesl officinls.

———

The toll taz collectors chorgo oxorbitant rote of tgu

Wthout giving officisl rocoipt. The collectors and polico
oisbehave with the Ex_'_ijal 5etal Samct&;ga tho commodities
braugh% in o bhats for oole ore mnatched, ore obducted
and nen ore beaton up by them, It has often beoon seon that
policenen collect moat, vegotablo, poultry birds fron tho
éribalp vithout paynent on o pretext thnt o warrsnt hoo
boeen fssued in tholr nsmes nand they would bo arrested. The
tribols request e policenen %o ollow them %o otiond the
weekly ot for carrying out solos and purchascs snd for
monaging the affadro of the fomily until they have %o reonin
in the police custody, %hin cort of exploitation ic coomon
phoponegnon in the weokly bats, and tho eircle officor, under
s&kﬁaa sépervisian weckly boto ore held, 1o o silent spectator
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and holpless governmont officisl. Fron tinme to time nany
suggestions heve beon mads to cnd this eort of exploitation
in the weokly hats. I¢ bas boon suggestod that toll tex -
colloection by private contractors should boe abolished end
thic responoibllity chould ba conferved on thoe triba) o=
operative sveletios. 4t prominent places im the hats the
rate of told tax should be dlaplayed and tho lesscos chorging
‘more then what Lo prescribed ehould be prosecuted, The
poiice patrolling in the weekly hats should be mininicoed or
thoy may be allowed to movo in the plain clothes, %he
expioitative tactics of the lower rank of police officisls
ehould be brought to en immodiste halt wWth firn dotorminotions:

At tHen

‘Mmcifsiea on the tribgs of the repglon hove been
regiotoring o percepible rioe giving cause for greator
econcern. loud volces are heord vhenovor any atrocity is
rogported. Ths stata nmachinery down o the district level
ptart probing into the_ incidonts of the atrociticn and oomo
cages arce dl oo roglotered, it seldem are the root causes

b

70. cmimiaa for Sche&aiea Castes and Schedulod
- %ridben, % Ohe6638 Cormnisd oner of Schedulod
Cantes chaﬁm& Tribes, 8.18, P.147.
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properly amelysed sp as %0 koep on offcetive vigil on the

bases of spcio-economie tmi@&ﬁ.'n

The maln causes of atrocl®¥os on the tribale are
lend-olicnation, non-regtoration of londs to the tribals,
bonded labour, usge-lobour, non-enforcement of minioun woges
Act, non-rscognition of ¢ribsl kbuntkattl rights in the
foronts, wlloction of ezecssive toll tox, ‘inﬁabga&aons, ote,
This presaents é %0 tol pieturc of ecaploitetion and injustico,
ond any atteapt 0 shoke éff any of thess foras of oxploitoe
tion, under tho impact of asuskeoning of the aga oF in order
%o avall the benofite of the varlous massures lsunchod %o
uplift them, ocusily Invitco the wrath of the vested intercsts.
The result is atrocity of any proporiion. Lack of adequotoe
efficient lav and order machinory ond inadequate legal
protection bave sleo contributed to o lorge extent to the
rising tronds io the incidento of otrocd ﬁles.?z" In Sonthal
Pargenna the police hop beon dond in glove with dominating
" Brohoin lendlords in perpotrating atrocitics on tho Santhole
sribols. Santhols are ofraid of police eo much so that thoy
gven & not @ to the police station to i‘ﬁgiﬂt@t complolinto

71. Commlssioner of Schoduled Captos and Schoduled
gﬂb@ﬂ, n.ié; Poza
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of eploitation and atrocitiss, It hos become o common
phanomepon in this reglon that aftor each elash betweon the
tribals ond tho non-tribalo, Central Heserve Police {CRP)
and Bi.ha;f"ﬁilitary Folice {BIP) 1o deployed which wudncts)
po callodcomdbing operad onot to arrest the aceusged tridal
lcaders in the pight without proper legsl warrants and in
that process beat ths tribols, ropc the tribal wosmenfolk )
and sometines their hwuschold erticles ore alee takon awsy.
The institution of 'informants' evolved by tho police doeo
more hewm than good to the tribals., Informents use police
uniforns. Sometimos the nonoylenders alsp use ths polico A
mfmm ond 'p'mtm& to bo infdmants, and that way exploit
the tribals, 3

" Therec are logel provigions in tho siste for paying
conpensation o the tribala in cose of injurics, rope end
deoth of tho tribd o duc to clogh between the tribals ond
the none-¥ribal explolitors and polico. %ho stato Goverment
has also established spocial cells under Inspector Genersl
of Police and conotituted study teams under the supervision
of Sinhe Institutc of 3Zocinl Studies % check atrocitico well
fa timc and  scrutinise thdr cmeea.ﬂ’ The Govermment

S

73, Comniscion for Schefuled Castoo and Schefuled Peibes,
D26, pp.26-33.

T4 Cormiasionsr of Schediled Cantes and Schoduled
Tribes, 8.18, pp.230=57.
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has also established Harljen eclls under Homo Depariment

0 check atrocities znd followinz the eteps initiated by |
these cells, it has issued orders to the dlstrict neglastrates
and superiniendent of police thot they would be responnible
for checking atrocitisc on the tribals and poople belonging
to wegkor scctions of the soclety. In case of even pinor
slackness atrict action will be tsken asgsinat the concernced
officers. The fire-arns of the perpatmtez?a of atrocitien
on tbe Harijen and the tribalo vill be can.i‘iscataa.”

Some suggestions bave Leon made to check atrocitien.
The police should o% once rogistor & cosc on roegceipt of a
complaint from scheduled captes and scheduled tribes {5C end
5T) as a 'specially reported casce! in so far as 1t relstes
to the atrocity or practice of untouchabllity, and
prosecution should be fmmediately stearted. The loesl
administration should get the iist prepared from the
 Block Development Officer of the actuel locses muffered
oi: account of looting, sroom, osssult, desth, rape,
noloctation, stc. and the victims sbhould be liberslly
cotipensated monotarily and otherwd se instead of sticking
to the schedule monetary relief. The existing polico foree

75. Arun Srivaatava, *"Using Haxzelite Bogey”, EFh
29 March, 1980, p.629. P
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with the Stote Govermnment appears o be oxtremely inadequote
in rolation %W the provention of atroctties ngainst 50/57.
Zhere is centrally sponcored schome, vio, the enfurcoment
machinery for tho protection of Civil Righte Let 1955 under
videh fundo are belnz rdeased by the Covernment of Indle

to the Stato govarnments/Union territories sdminfstrotion,
Luring 1978«79 the stste Governcent of Bihor was provided
wvith the funds ® the oxtent of 5 lakhs by tho Gentrol
government for tho purpooe, Undor this scheme tho State
governnent can a%rang&eﬁ the QWQ foree oo that
cuses of otrocitios againot the wembers of 5¢/57 are mot
ropested. Mo indl serininnté uasc of the CAP/BMP should be
nnde by the state (overmment for 'ccmbing operations’ on

the tribal houscs, ond in cose of accusod persong tho normal
police force moy be deputed for initlatiny nctions ond that
too with puerch/arrest varrants prainot the sccused. BRelds
by the police should not be conducted during night co the
vomenfolik feel inscouro to proteet tholr homour in the
obsonce of thelr monfolk vho losve thel r houses out of
panic/torror creasted by ocuch ralds. In foet lady magistrate
poy be included 4in the police force at the timo of conbing \
oporations. The polico Departmsnt chould be monned by the
porsons having upto doto kmouledge of erininplory and inbued
with gympathotic spproceb to porsons driven to crinoes with
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a view t bring then back o the fold of civilized 1ife,
The institution of inforponts evolved by the police doep
nore horn than good to the poople as tho informunts in
police uniforn tend to ocaploit the villagors. This oysten
of ¥informunt' ohould bo dono awey xaﬁ;h.?é

Bacise Policy

The tridels of tho reogion have sindlar probleme
with regard to Yio wey in whieh Blher Exclse Lct 1915 1o
enforced. Tribals of the reglon take rice bear or Horis \
{local brev) a5 neceosary part of thair food, It is not
considered o sinful act. o tribal would besitate in
confeseing fronkly thot he tokos rice beer ao & food and
as restorative. Pure Hupla sode ot home s f1t for offering
1.# © their c:o/sm and oncootors. It 1s also health glving
and invigorating. T%hough Horia inducos intoxication, but
it holps the poor live without food for lonp periodo. Sevoral
tribels ssy thet with on intoke of tw glasses of Hardo
thoy can 4o without food for 10 % 12 hours. In spite of
it ovoryday tﬂfbalamgaght for infringing the provisions
of the sSxciso 4¢% ond prosocuted in ®e law courts, The

—

76. Countosion for Scheduled Costes end Schaduled
Tribes, n.26, pp.3i4=35.
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tribols yet to bo convicted wondor, i they have roslly
comnitted any offence. They cannot underptsnd vhy go much
stross is laid on 'probibitiont. To iraa;; thomoelves haolthy

in oind and body they sbould renain fres fron such $roactnentss 77

Unemployment

Tha $ribasls of tho region ;':oul& not get bepafit fron
the industrialisastion in tems of employnent. They werc
pronised that ons percson irop csch tribal family will be
caployed in the industrics. They were saployed only aschonp
labour as they did wot hove cny tochnicel anmd induotriel
;raixzixz;;. Industrico requircd skilled lsbour wvhich come
from the adjoining non-tribal aress. The launching of Block
Tovelopnent progrosme {BIP) ¢nd estoblichment of cormunicotion
Doparinent also rouirod skilled staff that too eono from tho
Porth Biher ond othor adjoining states. Ripght from the
beginning the leocal tribals foced and are still feelng oliam
sutoiders in gotdng enploynent, shich has incressod thelp
frustiration all the roro, This is otill cne of the main

77 K.B. Srivastva, *haninistration Through tag{v
the Tribos of Chotanagpurt, in L.P. V ﬁyarthi
o baiiﬁevelm*nt and Its g&z}.niatmtin
; 98 053 Jangk ‘
s;mbgm ibr &ﬂiu&l“ ‘i‘iuzas of Inﬁia {t:ew ‘i)alhi),
12 februsry, 1982, pp.i .
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propagands matorial of the Jharkhend leaders which hag
helped in the pgrouth of internal colidarity and out-group
antagonian. A oltrong antipathy bos been ganorated towverds
th Dikus.?g /

Due to nstionsliocation of coal minss in 1971 chout ‘
50,000 Jharkhand niners lost thelr jobs and thﬁfy WOre r
raplaced by the people moinly 'i‘io:;s Liortkh mncr; @ml
thougend of telogron were sent, over nipght, fron Dhonbod
atotel ot alone to tho poople ot m, Balta ard Choppro
informing that Jobe wero a?ailahi—;. Iuring eaergency sevoersl
wors potrenched ond vith raro excoption they wore 611 trihala
ang ﬁarﬁaas.?g In sncrtang{;pur zlope laokhs of skillcé
and unskillea workero have cone from outslde, They bave
capturod the white collar jotc wnd pooitien of pouer. Dven |
the buogineos activitics bave beon captured by the outsidors.
Aéminiotrative stoff %@ run induotrisl projocts is lorgely
frog the non-tribal roglon cominz from Ssuthern stotes
{clorks) mnd Uorth Bibar (officcrs), Harwvaris, Bengelis
and Gujeratis .mntml uholagale and rotall trade, Punjiobia

78, Jyeaﬁ Sen, "dncrkband Hovement®, in K. Suresh
Singh {c&), Zribol Situstion in Indla (Simls,
1972}, pabdba

7% llimal Seagup ta, "Clags end Caste in Jharkhana®,

e
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have grebbed transport and contractis. Conmdering the
rapld ixzé;:;riaiiaaﬁcn and fast incresaoc in commercial
acvivities 1t wuo neturel thst lerge scale nigration took
place into this '?eg,le‘a.% The number of the outsiders
have increased ae;ch 80 in the region that they have
outnunbered the local jﬂbals who aro afrald of l:oaing

tholr eultural identity.

——

I’rrigaﬁgn

In spite of the industrialisation of the reglon
the majority of the tribols cre ogriculturists but thelr
agriculture is ot subslstonco level., The settled tribal
agriculmurists guffer ot mineroue fronte. A vast ocercage
i3 unirrigoted and tho cultivators grow only one ¢rop vhieh
is slpe rain fod. Drought, r@e and acmit’g arqe very
comzon phenomena in thla reglon. The pﬁmmive stage of
tools gnﬂ tochnology in another handlcop. The use of chomical
fortilipars, lmproved implauents, sceds and tochnical knoww
how is at minimjma}r. In e¢nze the cultivators arc
notivated to go for ;ay’ nigh yieléing verietiaos the neotesoory
pre=reguisites are not oveilaeble. Therofore, tribol

Fformars continus to ropoin out of the £old of aprlcultural

80, Chanchoyem Pardesi, gp. cit., p.27.
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innamtion.m Mecording W ono optimate the %otal irrigated
land in this tridbael ores 1s less than 1 _percent as conpered
%o 25 percent in the country oo a2 whole. In the stato of
Mhar a big emunk of totol invostment on nmajor and ncdiun
frrigotion goon % the onegoing projects. Such a policy
operates pgainst the t-ngal reglion ao noost of the onepoing
projects oro located outsids thisg tr}_gal region. It has
boon obaserved thot the S%aio Government does not take up
now projects %mlesm on geiag projacts ars cempleteﬁ. in
Chotanagpur a.né Santhal mams, tho lift &rrigatmn from
$ho river bods is most condaclve due to circumstances
prevaelling around ia thm mgwn. Lift is epemted through
diepel) uhich 1s in ahart« supplys. Dven 4f thio focility i
provided, the percentage of the $ribals actually bencfitted
will be much 16&82

Heolth

The boalth of the ¢tribsls in tho rogion is otill
vory poor. Fanily diot generclly contaln minimal allowences
of the protective food nocessary to mointals heoalth and

Bt. K. Suresh Singh, op. cit., pp.388-89.

82, Commissioncr of Scheduled Caetes and Scheduled
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fight diseancs. Under such conditions the chilérea are

the biggost sufferer as thoy sro nont vulnersble, and the
bighoost mortolity rate oceur among tiom. Proper anto-
natal carc and competent :s'atal porvicos gre nagligibls
naking infant and ma%arml mrtﬁlit? very Mgh., lost of

the ehildran aufmr m theo ﬁiaeama end Dost gonton of
than being intasﬁml, ms»pira%ry and eormunieable i scason,.
Undser nourichnent ond melmtrition folloving weaning s
largely respondbtle for mortality agee-group. Childrom undor
flve are also suscoptiblo %o dlsessos like malaris, rmall
pon, trachoms, dlarrhocs, parssitic and skin infectiono and
loprosy. A1l these aro 4ifficul$ %o desl with as thoir
mniral depond upon messurcs that prove effective conly ovor
a8 extended timo porded such se bettor mutrition, iuproved
envirormental sanitotion ond mags hoslth sducetion. Vhote
over little nedical facllitico provided ars not aveiled by
the triS;u;s. ribal cormunitios of thoe ragian.cantinnu Lo
be superctition ridden. The pred®ouninsnee of superstition
has m?m sheken oven under changing conditions. They
gtill halieés 't_h-a_taims aro couscd by opirit and con

b uardel off by oppeasing then, Traditional modicino pon
(Bhagate) are popular chong thom and guide the destiny of
the olck porpomn. lost of the tribal children and youths

aro deprived of little noddeal sorvicu avellsble duo %o
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thelr parcntls ;g‘mrmca and traditionsl nttitade. Lven
if modlcal .t'ar:i;.i’;;aa in tho hoapital are gvalled, but in
cose of death of the dlscased, ﬁw tribals loose falth in
the hoopital and sgsln depend tolally on the Bhagats and
gzae&a.as Vihere the doath and dlecaso or cpidamie viels
vary f;aﬁgxaentiy the lonoly villages, the villagers launch

& udtchehunt, fdentify someonc as uwiteh ond kill bher,
f©Chiribury izahila'semaj! under tho g&{iership of Laru jonko

o couragoous Ho voman has lounched o macs sl ppoture compaicen
against witch-hunt, %Shis Sangd is demanding sdoquato pediesl
facilitiea:’?ha witchehunting 1o barbarous snd uwrong.
Doctors and medicine W1l bring shuccour to ®e peoplo, Ve
aeiﬁeva nothing by killing fonocent wsmen.f&’ Thoe hoalth
conditions of tribsl conlenines in Dhaonbad &l strict iz very
poor. Thers is ac_h that still needs to be done for the
colliery vorkers. A survey of the minee in the cosl-flelds
éf Thonbad conducted by the Indion Hedical Assoeiotion showed
that 70 percont werc olther sick or in an indifferent ptate
of heolth and 35 percent suffor fron nojor or minor oilment

roguiring medieol trestoent, 20 percent W 40 porcent of

83. = Sachchindra Norsyan, ®Children of Bikar®,
tieckly (Bomboy}, vol.Ci, 44, Docember 14-
Peiis

84, Maobasveto Devi, op. cit., p.1012,

1luctrated




154

. the inhabltente wore vidtima of filorianis ond 10 porcent
of hook-vorn infections leprosy ond waermlwis.s’s

—
| Thore hasg been considcrable expansion of mediecal

faeilitos in thin region from pecond and third plan poried

~ onwards tut the benefits kave not boon comaensurate sith

the efforts made. The reacon ig that meny bhoopitols ond

| dioponsaries in the tribal zress hove beon without docSors

{or nmontho. Doctors and parés-mdieal ataff hegitate o m |

to scrve in tbe interior parts of the reglon oven with

specicl pay and allovancos boecouao of the 41ff%culty 4n

£inding any sultable residentinl cccomnpdotion emd lack of

sdoguote neans of tronsport amd mmﬁcat&nn. Xt 12 no uge

of estoblishing hospitolo {f doctors md oﬁher aneillary
etaff cannot be found % nen then. Rosldentisl accomzodotion
should imariabzy be providod ifar the doctors and the otaff,

The conditions of writ should he made saft 1c&satly atiroctdve

by offer of speciel pay. The need at prosont 19 loas for

tho expansion of cxioting fseflitles than for tholr

mn&ai&ﬁaﬁiaﬂ.%

85. Goutsm & S.G. Vohrs, op. eitt, pab,
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gomnunicatlon

The tribels in the poot interior ports of the region
are cub off in tormg of communicotion. In many aress of
thick forest and bigh hills, tho tribals are leos benofitied

from the programes of plenned change. The problom of

physical isolstion debuars then of pony adventagcs. The
objeetive of bridging %o gup betueen the tribal arcas and
surroumiing developed arenn, and undortziing suiteble
developoentel progroucze oo not been attelned. The nain
obotacle 4n this respoct hap boen thet the infre-otructure
haa not been adequatoly developed in thesc arcsg. A —mtmx‘k
of ropds, rollwoys and facllitice like teloe-comrunication
ond eleoctricity ore ioportant 1€ full benefits of the
invostment in thesc sreas bove %o reach the tribal peoplo

of the reglon, Uhitover little prans of commnicstion and

¢trancpori exist, thoy are %o sorve industrial belts ond
87

There 1o acute shoringe of drinking water, In rost
cuoes the tribals of tho region depond on jungle streons,

87. Commisoloncr of Schodulod Castes and Scheduled
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ponds, wells and irrigation tanks as mourges of drinkinp
vater. The vater of the village tanke 1s used foy bething,
waghing, cooking and drinking. Cattle 15 aloo mode to take
bath in these tanks. The tribals further suffor from the
acute sghorisge of wotor in Juomor then even limited murecs
of water go &ry.as In the distriet of Singhbhum thore is
shortoge of vater in tho thickest Srost. Duc to lack of
pucps end wells, the tribols living thore bod boen deponding
for generation on couplo of ptrogus paasing thm&gh Jungles
for akinking water supply. Vith the locotion of washorien
like Yndla Iron, Stesl and Conmpeny ond Bokaro Steal Complexn,
the water {lowling in thoce siresms not only contoin cheniealn
but 1t 4s also very turbid, This hao Geprived ths poople
and cattle of thelr only drinking source of wator, Fou
punps and welle thet oxist 8o not functon proporly beesune

the ecarth is mcoky snd they have not been &g very &mp.sg

Housing

fhe houdlng systom %8s aleo bad fn this trdbsl roglon.
Wiadle £% 18 appropriate %o bulld t1lod bouses for the tribalg

€8, Indian Flonnlng Cormicsfon, op, clt., P.30.

89. J anak Singh, "Adivesy Struggle for Survival®, E’i‘imw
of Indla ﬂw Telbl), 12 Fobruary, 1982, pp.t
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but in reamote villagos 1t 1o sheer extravogance because
tho tribols connot maintsln then, & $ribsl koows how %
plug & loak in 8 thatched houge but this is not the casc
W th the ¢ilod house. In building bouscs for the tribals
considoration sbhould bo glven %o tribal custons znd practicos,
In Denodar valley ubere villagee oro built o reheobilitate
the tribolae, displacsd by tho constructlion of doms across
Denodor Biver and {to tributarices, vent untenated, boecnuse
the planning of the villages and tho desipgn of tho housen
vent not in accordence tith tholr 1deas of lay out and
design. So the housing ocheme in this reglon should bo
chalked out in conoiderntion of tribal wishos, rituals and

idess regording lay out and ﬁesign.m

sducstion

There io no dearth of oducationsgl facilitios in this
trivol reglon, howevor, the tribgls sre unsble to avall
Shooe focilition belrg provided by the Education Council of
Bihar Goverament, Diotrict Board, hdimjati Seva Mandol
and Fisalonscries = Rompn Cotholic snd Lutherasn. It Lo
@ fficult % atiract the tribal children %o the schools,
bocause the pehools are organised o thout teking into

90, Indiam Flanning Conmlasion, op, cit., p.30
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connideration the cultursl ond ecomowdle conditions of the
trival oommunitios concerned. %he plans for tribal cducotion
being implemontod 4in the rogion can in no woy be dlstinguished
froo thopo in non-tribal oroecas, 7There sre sors problens

that need consideration for the sclontific planning of

tribal educntion.

Bfucated trital youths in gmﬁré}. look &étm upon their
oun noruo, valueo, ccomonie ayoten snd polity ond laupgh ot
their owm cusions and practices. Though the tribols lecrn
tho thros R's yot they sro uprooted from thelr socio~cultural
wviliat, snd condl tlons ore rapldly formed for cultural
diaintegration or malodjustnont. The "phunmkuriast, the
tradi tlongl cducationul institution %o fmpart education to
the tribel adolencent no longer play any role in godern
education. ¥ribals have %o strupgle hard for thelr oxistonce
and the ebildren orc not sporcd from thls struggle. Duc %o
seurceity and heavy agrlc:lturnl engogemonts ths tribol
peaconts and lendleops egriculiural lobourers do not fing
1% popoible %0 spore thelr childron for tho schools as
thoy ore nceded in tho fielé. Thora is total lschk of
troining In oggriculture craft and other vocption oo thot
thz tribal youths can enrn ovon tvthen lsnrning in the scbools.
- Various parts of tho syllobuo oro not yot integrally relotod
10 the environment of the child. The oyllabus roquires
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podification in the 1light of cultural necde of ths tribal
poople, The 14fe and culture of tho tribsl people are
closaly asoocdated with thelr soncons)l occupations, After
barvesting in winter thay arc well off snd arc in o mood

% spoare thelir children for schooling. But during reiny
sesson ppecially at the beginning of sowing they hove o

do 043 jobas %o get even ons menl for the whole day. Durim
this poricd thay ars not in the position %o send thelr
children % tho school. Children ean lcorn bottor throupgh
languages spoken ot hogo than through a forelgn languago.
One noton with pgreve congern thet {rom the vory ¢lenontary
clagoes, the tribel children in Bihar are taught in Hindl
ond thelr cothor fonpues ere neglocted. A% prescant teachers
working in Chotatiappur are moinly non-tribols from Torth
Bihor who do not know lanpuagos, cuntoms end procticos of
the tribal ehildron thoy teach. They mainteln & soclel
distance and look doun upon Wibel children %o be dull and
unintelifgont, Unicso they underge o short training in
sociol anthropolopy and tribal culture, such prejudices

aro uniikely %o digappoar, As rogards peripts most of the
triven in e roglon 40 not love thelir oun geript oxecept
Santhall serdpt uhich has never como into general use, Roman
poript wos provalont in some tribel sector undor the influcnce
of misclonaries but slpce *Devnegrl? 4s not tha only script
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of ths reglonsl langusge but sloo of the national langmane,
tho Boman seripi has pot boeh pglven up altogether and
Dovnagri bheas beon atcopted ac @e seript of the tribal
langusges of Bihar. &4s rogards textbooks Shey are not in
conformity with the noeds of the tribgl soelety. The books
roconmendod by the Bdncation Department deal moro with

the culturnl contenls of ¥ho core advanced people and givo
distorted picturc of the tribel life, Hew ftoxt books oro
roquired to deal vith ¢ribsl mythology, traditions, horoes,
thelir games and other wesns of rocreastion ot lezgt upto
prinayy atage.gq Iost of the tribal arcoce in the region do
not have ochool bulldings ond adoquete munbor of teachors,
Toackors glve mors ottontlon te their oun udiness rather
than to toach tho gtudenis. Stiponds for 5C/5% studentso
in prinery schoolo nre o grest blopeing to the %teachers vho
tuke a nice cut from the goney ubich is sgent in lump ma.gg

Laucation has tajor reole in bringing sbout socione
ceonomic chapges smong the trdboo. In fact, 1% 10 o koy
to their developmont. It is therofore esgentisl thet bipgh
priority slould be cccordod to cducation in all dovelopnent

9t. L.F. Vidyarthi, cultu
{Caleutta, 1964), PDPe?

92, Mohasveta Dovi, op. cit., p.101Z,

Cantours of Tribal Bihar




- 1614

progrommes, I% bago boen found that in Bihar the mumbor of
non-enrolled students fc ruch low, Even those who cnrol
taemselves drop it im the middle, It 1o, Sherefors, dosirsble
that Governcont would plve sultsble incentives like universol
coveroge under tho schomo of avard of pre-natric otlponds,
oponing nore ﬁshm achonlo, backvard class hostels, booke
banks, change 40 curricular, adjustnent of school Hnminzs
accarding to tho nocds of the tribvels, fres & stribution

of staonery, unifom oné nid-day pesl, ‘ste. %0 tho ¢ribol
ptudents to encoursge rors of them %o onrsl and econtimue
after prinary lovel.problens like cbsentes toachors,
insufficient pooting of staff, lack of edoguate loove
roscrves, bullding of infra-structuro asnd teachers guartors,
wideh are go common in the reglon should be golved, Thoro

is lack of tribal teachorg, so thot community feoling ooy
induce them to wrk for the dovelopoent of the ¢ribal ymple?:’

In spite of eamy cducotionnl prodblcoas, thoere bas been
phunonenal growth of cdueotion anong the tribele during tho
lagt tro decades. But with this tho probles of uncploynont
bhos aloo inereascd ouong them. [ost of the tribsl studento
after thelr pocondoary and univorgd ty level cducation go back

93, Commiopioner of Schoimlod {astop and Schedulod
Eriben, 1,18, pp.220-26,
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W thalr villages and look for cmployment outoide.
Unemployment among the aducsted tribsle has been pounting
very fast. 7§ percont regervotion for the tribals in
central, and state services, public snd priveto sector

has benefittod only & fou tribal eliteos end their fonily.
The real benefits of the roscrvotion as not reachod to thoe
tribol downtroddens., The poste rescrved for the schaduled
tribos have ale not been filled for ome roason or othor.
Thio bas driven then to disappoininent und frustrstion. It
bao beon noticed that unsoployed tribal youthn uwho are
oatriculate are activoly taking part in 8ll sorts of

agite Hons whethar thoy oro relasted to forest problems,
mixﬁm wages, or oovenent for peparate dharkhand gtata.%
shope objective conditions have led % e fedlings of
discontentment ond alicnotion udich express thampolves in
8ifforent demnnds rolped fron time to time by organinotions,
groups and partics eapoucing the tribol caupe.

O9%. Sechchidamamd, op. git., p.178; Commiosion for
Sciggmled Canter and Scheduled Tribes, n.53,
PLbe



CHLPTLR IV

The tribal politico in the Jharkbhimd region of Bibor
bogan &n obeplute socnso of the tern from 1910 onvaerdn. The
currcnt Jbarkhsnd Dovement ond relatod fribal politico hos
%0 sved in ths 1itile studont organissiion vhich vwoo chepod
by its founder J. Bartholnon, a youny orphan from Cholbopa.
Ho uas studyins in the Yot yoar Arts in 3%, Columbus Sollego,
Hasoribogh, in the yeasr 1910, %Thouds the youngmon locked
paruntal effection, ho wos brought up urdor the divine
parconthood of snglican misclonaxios of Chaibapo. T2 hod
warn feelinge for hle poor colloagues, who ouffered coro
or lecos the come plipht. Bis ovn livelibood und cduention
why dependent upon a 11ttlo loan of .25 per ponth, roccivod
fron bio college. He spont [5,17 eoch pon® on his
asintenanee and soved R 8 every conth for an outing during
tho Summior or Puje Holidays. His oun bitter cxporiencon
of hard 1ifv geve hin o astrong urge to help hio felloy
students. Ho was very much cogor Y% solve the problens of
the poor tribal studomts, ond so be formed *Bacca Studoento

Pniont. He collected cone Chrietlaen students and patrono
ond bold series of meotingo in ubich some professoro ond

niosionaries were askod to give roliglous dlocourscs. o
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proposed ¢ raiocc funds 0 bholp the needy Christlan
ptudents, This wao & challence from & poor orphan boy
uhich wos sccepted by everyonu with the suomee of truo
Chrintian brothorbood, Funds were ralped in the shepo of
conthly subgcriptions ond donotions from o few generous
oisofonaries snd layuen, Sometimes in 1912 & pley YAlibabao
and PForty Thioves! vas stogod in Ranehl by the unien %
collect money. Boing oncoursged by all this, noxt day tho
ptudents of the union called o meoting oi”‘ Lutheron and
Anglican studonts in which thoy expleined thelr sins and
objects, Tholr vicuo wore accoptod, andi subscquently
handzome acpunis vere oollected, and a ixs;a branch of thig
Dacca Studento Uplon woo oponed in Hanehl, under the
pupervicglon of & sinilar acWve person Potor Beward. By
tiio tine J. Bartholnon conplotod his B.h. {1915) and pot

a job of vesistant tcachor at sﬁ. Paul's School, Ranchi.
Heoye too be woo on active participant, but when hio cfiorts
' oho union
cotobliched by hio nobilised the tribsl students on the
demends like educptionsl foctlitico, Jjob opportunitios, cte.

ware 10 blosson he upno throun out of thc sconoc.

Zhe Britishors could cuslily concede the Qenmunde of the

%o LeFs Vidyarthi,
Bihar {(Coleutto,
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atudents for thoy wented % corve out an elite subegroup
fron among the tribals. This student union wis the nuclous
of a political party which rallied the tribals for over

olx decades.

L:hen tho era of conotitational roforms dawmed after
1918, an& tho amand for the promotion ond protoction of
roglonsl and sectazicn interosto grow, the educated Christion
tribalis noinly lunda and Gmon students be}.onging to Lutheran
and anglicon Hioofons reorgonised the 'Baoces Students Union!
ond renomed it 'Chotonoppur Improvement Soclety' at the
instonce of ts;:gncan bl shop of Ronchl. A lunda Peter Huors,
its soeerotary lod this intor-densminetional body. It volced
its concern in 1916 over the asboence of security for the,
tribal s and stressed tho need for the proservation of tribal
{aentity in tho chonging political context. It slso offered
various suggostions for the cconomie éﬁvanamant‘ of the
tribal mmmn&ty.z
*Chotanappur Unnoli Samajt. Its objJoetives were, (1) to

uplifs Ghotanagpui' froem 1%s backwardnsssa, {2) to ioprove

In 1928, this soelety wam renoned

2. Ke Surech Singh, "From Ethnicity to Reglionalimm -
& Cage Study of Tribal Politice and Fovement in
cmtam@ur 1900~19757, in S.C. Hulle {eds},

scnt mteat ahid Reform in Indian Civilization
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ﬁw goctal, political and ocomonic conditions of the
tribals, and (3) to oocurc caploynent for the cducated
tribals, reservation in sorvices and legislative bodies

and formulstion of o subecaote joinsd Yo Boengel wend Oriosa.
Thouph it sought % opresd ito activitios emonp the villages,
but 4t ressined essonilally an urbon movm%.3 Tho
manborship of the ﬁams uos confined to the tribals toth
¢hristione sxi:sa noa~Cheintiono, [Ho non-tridbal could bo a
mumber of the Samnj. Its lepndors wore educsted tribol
Christians liko Pnul Dayol, Bandi Orson, Rev Joel lLohera,
Theodore Huord end Anond Haghi Topne. The Sanmaj not the
Simon Gomnission end raleod for the first #me the demand
for & separato tribel states This woo thé firos tinc that

a political domond, which in tho subscquent years arougsed
the entire tribols 4n the region, was relsed. The Sinon
gommizglon 414 not toke tho demand vory sericudly, Howover,
the 'chotsnegpur Lon8lords Association’ undor the leaderchip
of Thakur Hchendra Heth Shoh Deo of Jhoria estate imnodlotely

b

opposed tho demond.  The movement under the Somaf wao

unique of its kind, as it wos lod by educated gioups of

3. K.K. Veorms ond R. Singh, "Soclal-Political llovemcnt
apong Hunds ond Qraon”, in B, Singh and J.5, Bbhandari
 $he Tribel lorlds and 1to Yronsforpation
L £ 3 I ?‘

hn Chonchayars Pordesi, “Jhorkhend-I Osiglian of the
Hovenent®, Halnotrenn (liew Delhi), 19 July 1960, p.8.
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thc tribal youths, and 1% wos silently rovolutlonory

in cboracter. Its leaders hod bumning geal ond true
dovotion for thelr peoplo, Eut thoy still laocked one uho
could lead thenm to thalr dogtined objoet, FHowover, it
uag on oxperinent and they fared well, %Thoy put forvard
thalr grievances slong with the demond of & gopsrote otate
vhich, tmmgh not aarifmaly eonsidered by tho Sinon
Qem&issiaa, had 140 fopact ot the time of freming of tho
Governmont of Indis Act of 1935, that provided for the
gotablishsient of esn All-India Poderation and o novw syston
of goverunent for the provinces on the basie of provinciel
aammray.s $ho perlod of 1%0 onedivities nloo vwitnoosed
the dovelopmont of & pint-revivolisn enong the $ribes vory
mach on the pattorm of Indlen roncisoance, which elresoed
return to the Golden age of We tribal community, and
formulated an individucliotic approoch to the roforn ond
sorvice of ths e@mﬁ%}*.é

Béueatod tribol lendorp of the Ssmand bod 2 stronn
urge © uplift thelr cociety and orgonise themsclves on
a single plotform. Thoy wore 8lso touchod by political

5. LeFo ?Zﬂyarthi ond R, g# E.ahay, TR
eadorship in Bibor 1967-71 {alla.

6. L. suresh Singh, gp. ei‘ﬁ,, p.320.
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curronts in the meinoctrean of the country, /;‘ séma of the

lesders of the Sems] were not satisfiod with the get wp

and functioning of Unnatl § s bocause the urban oriented
middle clase leadersblp of tho Samaj falled to penctrate

the rural binterland which hod massive fighting potontial, \
Paasantry could not be rmobilised oo long as thoe land émbl.an

wto not the central ons, Tho more radical clements liko

Theble Oreon socmsed the woakness of tho movement under the

Samaj and walked out of the Somaj %o form 'Kfsen Sobhat'. Thore
was 0o signififcant &lffcremce botween the Samaj and the Sabha
thoe tw tribel orgeniczations, oxcept in thelr method to odlve

' the probloms of the tribal community. The 'Kisan Sabha' was
radical in ito attl tude and bolleved in prossurising tho
governnent through rodical sctdons by noblilizing the support
of the peasantry, whercus Same) belioved in the instrumentality
of memorandums end potitions, | Except this basic 4ifference,
the loadership of the tw &génisatiena wos homogenous, The ‘
loaders of the two tribsl organisations bolongod to the sams
social category. lMost of then had beon to the universities in
Indls and outside, and were quite fomiliar with the lifeo and tha\
ways of the cemmunities living outslde thelr tribal done and in
urben arsas. Thoy pot only had no felth in the :ﬁ&gif:&l
practices but took then ao o sign of backwardness and 0o an |
obotacle in e way of progress. Thoy bad by and largo & secular ‘
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and rationsl frame of mind. But thia 414 not meen thot

their community sentimont wos wosk, It was on the controry
50 strong that vhon Silmon Commission viaited, they led a
delegation to pr&mf tholr prievances and denanded thelr
redresgsal. In 1435 clections, the 3Sabhe set up ites cendidatos
for the assembly, tut faz‘éﬁ very badly, end nothing wao

haosrd of 1t after ﬁmt]

411 the late thirtics, these tuwo organisotions were
oainly restricted t the Christian tribals belopging %o
snglican and ILutheren fiiosion members. Catholics verc
cut looking for on orgenization of their own to protect
and promote thelr intorosts. Baniface Lakars and Ignes
Beck two importent Cotholics fron the Chriptian tribal
comrunities under the ingpiration of ths Arch Bishop of
Chotamegpur orgenizod *Chotansgpur Cetholic Ssbhat under
thol r joint loadership. %hough thoy daclared that this
Sabha atpod purely for soclow=roligious advancemont and
ccononie betternont of thy comrmnity, they teck active
intoruvst in political iczues too. Ipgnes Beck and Baniface
Lukara contented vlecticn in 1936+37 for legiolaetive bodles,
and i of thenr wore cloctod. Othor tribsl loaders

7e
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slected were Charam Murom, Debu Mfurmu, Rem Bhaget, Rasike
Ho and Tikaram Manjib. f*Chotanapgpur Unnatl Somejt sné
*Kisen Sabha? also sot up their caniidatos in the eletion,
but they lost to thelr rivael condidates bedonging to the
Sotholic Sebha. The reason was that tho Satihnlie Sabho
had gsined much popularity boecause of the bettor organizod
Catholic Mispion, end this put the two other organications

&t scorious & sadventuge, &

@gm_iae&*s experisnces in the legislature sinece
1935 charpened his political skill and he dreamt of & panes
tribtel organization like *Adlivasi Heohasabbe' to fight mors
vigorously for the all mufxei davelopmont of tho entire tribal
population of tho re@amgﬁhil& roprosenting and ationding
the nootings of the legislotive bodles Guring 1935-40,
| fesling of augpicion and contompt cropped up in the ming

of Igneo Bock in respuct of various political perties &n
general and Congress in particular. Ho thought that Congress
Farty befng a party &n gamr would not do any gmod % the
tribole, tut look aftor {to own partisan interssts, Bo drow
conclusion from the vorious meedlngs and dlscusalons in the

8  Ibid., p.10%
9  Ibid,, p.109,
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parlisnent that 4f all tho tribalc wonted good for thomsclvos,
$t could only bo geined through tholr oun efforts, Theso
worc the feelings, Ignes Beck said, "thet haunted ot the
back of oy nind; when on onc occesion lohannsd ali Jinnah
spoke in the porlizsent sossion and pave vent to the similar
feelings, ny comviction pgrew ctronger®, than Ignes Beek

vas contenplaWng on tids subjoct he viguslized that unloss
they {(tribals) reoove denominational a{ffercnees mong
thenselves and stood united for tho common couse, the
aboriginol paosos vill not attaln glvation from tio soeiol,
cconomic ond politicel backwordness.'® Another sourco of
influence vas thot 4n 1937 oloction hold undar the Governmont
of Indla Ac% of 1935, the tribol leaders had very bitter
oxporionce. In this cdloetion Conpgross had gwept the pollso,
Thig phenomenon percuaded the Christiun and nop-Chriction
tribals bolonzing to various denoninctions end thoir
roopective orgonisctions to closc thelr ranks =nd form o
Joint body. b Siodlarly dn tho mid-thiréies nationel
movansnt for indepondoneo grov in strongth. 4s a resuls,

in 1936 provincial eutobomy was grantod in 1% provinces.
Oricss bocame o provinco soparate from Bihaor. A1l this

10. L.P. Vidyarthi, op., cite, P.157.
1. Ke Buresh 315@, 2P Ciic; P. 320,
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had its reporcussion on the minds of the eﬁnmﬂeé t:';‘.bai
leaders. I% downed upor then that the woy to politiend
powvor and progroos lay 4o ths formation of a scparato
gtote, 12 For thin 1t wao necessary % heve an orgonisotion
to represcnt the tribal interosto bofore the govermont,
/’51/1 ‘these factors vere inotrecontsl in percunding Ignes
Beck to erg;a&iné o Mgger tribol orgonization.. But it vas
not oo easy task.  Bio .ﬁrs% A fficulty wsn 0 convineo the
lenders of the throo difforont tridbal organisations, abovo
all his oun organisation {Chotansppur Catholic Sakhn). BHe
thought that onco ho had convincod the manbors of his own
orgonisstion, other orpgenizctions will follow the cuit,
Henes he approochod the then Arch biehop of Ronchi and
axplaincd e whole slituation to him. Ho wao convinced
and & meoting of 'Chotanagpur Cptholic Sabhat was called.
Beck placod his proposalsc bofors the meeting btut he foced
stront opposition on behalf of the prieate and laynon.
Houaver, ho wue oeked To contoet the loodors of other
parallel organizations,. Subsequently ho approschod tho
inaivi dusl leaders ond mode then understend his view pointo.
211 of then agreed W hs views snd proposals ® peet ag

12, dyo "political Dovolopment in Tribal Bii:ar!'
ia }ia%zn ﬁitm and Borun Daoscupta {ed.)

ectivo for NortheLast (Caleutta, 1967); .
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1Gatholic Ashran® tho present sito of *Gram Guey OpPPien?
Purulio Rond, %Thoy mst at the oppointcd ploec ond efven
lonz diocupsion all of they agreod in principle %o forn

at least & tcoporary allisnce % fight out clectiono in

the ensuing Ranchi lunicipolity oclection. fThey propored

co well and pgovo cuch & touger fight thot they won tho
cleetion. %his gove such on offective iamprossion %o the
mélﬂ and e loadoers that they ozprossed their desire to
saintoin the unity for ever, %he lesders mot epnin and
organised fadivaal Hohssoobhat {A.M.), ¢ oow-czlled pan-iribol
_ orpganisotion to represent oll tribal corounitdes of the
rogion in 1938 to fight the diku raj ,to improve the soclo~
econonrdic ond politlicol conditions of the tridals, ond Cinolly
to vin & soparate stote of--}harkhaa&.n

In tho iwgiming of 1939 Jaipol 33.(:@11,”" wvho wap

13 LsPe ?ﬁY&M; %ﬁi%c’ ?t"sgc

14 Jdalpal Singh woo an Oxford educoted Chriastian Dunds, He
o born in paban {priest) femdly in Takera villaope
near Henchl. He oxcelled in tho field of gports, and
eventually obtained o 'Pull Bluo' in Hockoy ot Oxford,
HBe captained tho Imion Hockey tecn which won world
chanpionship at #© o Yth Olyopiad st imoterdom, and
congeguently roeceivod opocial congratulontion fron tho
Viceroy of Iudia, He clco held zoms inportont ond
regponsible pocitions in tho other ficldo &5 woll, Hie
oxcellent carcor mads thoe tribals in Bihar feel that
he hog exceptiomsl povoern, othervise he could not hove
achieved 80 meny dlptinctions in forelign lands, Dvone
tuclly be ceme to be looked upon a8 sp incarnation of
Birss Bhapwan, ond hoe use accopted as "Warang Gomke?
{Suprcme leader) dac to bis o colled Charisnatic
@&l&tﬁﬁﬁn
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then o minieter in Bikaner otolc cese over %o Ranchi on hip
way o Poina., His fmo was alrosdy known to the loeders of
hells They picked up this opportunity to request his to
preoside over the pegsting of tho AJl. Jdaipal Singhk vas hingolf
intorestod and koen %W toko actvo part in the inproveaont

of Ghotenurpurip. He nccoptod wis invitation willingly.

i‘he blg neoting of 4.i. wok placc in Ranchi betweon larch

and April 1939 with & greav wribol ponp ond ghow, Fron this
tine onnards bo bocane & rogalar maabor of the 5;.3;1, s ond @
littiﬁ letar ko boctra the precidomt of thio sabha.is

ﬁgﬁ;, mprmsﬁtaz‘i m advance on tho earlior coveanont,
cormanded o wWdor political baso, and cleinod s paneiribal
conposition and objoctvo, A0l 4n e beginning got cupport
fron the Benpgalls oz 2 regult of Bonpdi-Behord contrversy, 16

15, Ibid., p.156.

36, Shio controversy wus concorped mainly with the economice

interesto of both tho Benpnlis and Behoris, Uith the

- advent of tho Britishero and iniroduction of pormoncnt
gettlemont, the Boapslis came frem the adjoining ocrcso
into thip region., They practised monoylending, roteil
and wolesule busineps. The poor pesgants morigngod

C tucir londs % e Boenpali oonoylendors ond took loons
at ezorbltant intoroota., In the event of faflurs Y% ropay
the loan, the lond passed into the bonds of Bengalio
instend of pping to WMo londlords uwho were wry often
Behori g, Tho Bengolio dleo eornyd much profit by purchasing
the lond produces of the peasants and solling them in the
for off places. The Bengallis vere aleoo educated ond shillcl
ond @ thg coptured sost of $he ublte collar jobs, vhen
this region bozen %o be indusirislised. The Boborio -
wanted W drive the Bengnlio out of the region. The/
Bengalis folt that tholr Interests in Bibor vero not aonfe,
ond thorefors, thoy could conbino uith the tribals to form
a suparole gtate in vhich thelr ccomomic intoresnts would
rcoain protogtod,.
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It aloo got a;;:gbrt from the tuslis league which during
15408 playod vith the 4dos of forming o corridor paesing
through e tribal arca to link Jast and Yest Pakistan,
They éympﬁtaisaﬁ with the tribols and gove finsncial suppert
to the .M. Tho L., on tho vhole remained cutside the
mainstress of netionslist politlices and fresedom movanont,

Its president Jalpal Sinph gave support to the Britioh wor
efforts and played o porsocnsl role in reocruiting tho tribals
for the Britioh aray in thoe hope thet Britishers will
aypputhetically consider hipo demané for s separate state.

By tis tine 4.1l bopon to be led by professioncl politicesnl
vorkers, somo of thom bhighly cducoted ond articulato. I%
became a Chotanagpur liovenent oxtending ovoer both the urban
and the raral arcos. It denended not only %he formation of
o tribal sub-ptuto, dut alco conplute separgtion from Biber.
It 0lso bocanc nilitant to attoin fts objective of ssparate
state of Jharkband. By 1947 militoncy falled to pay off,
The 5.M. wvas routed by the Conpgross in the clections for
olecting mcmbers to the Constituent Asoembly in 1946, Tho
Iink with the Nuslin Loopue was brokom, and the Bengolie
Behari controversy also dled ﬁom,ﬂ But the £,1l. contlinucd
to enjoy the oupport of Porvard Bloc {the pame of Subhooh

17« Ee Surcsh Singh, op. ei%., p.321.
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Chandra Bose was dragpged in), Conpress Socialist Party and
fow others vho wers t join 1{ a little lator, 18 The AJdl.,
as a political orponization wanted closo tios with the
gongress, and demandcd ropresentation im the Bihar Pradesh
Congress Compities and Uorking Committes, Both of theso
demends were rejected, Soveral clashss took place betwcen
the Congress wrkaés ana; #xanbers of the A.M. Jalipal Cingh
also Fought clecton for the provincisl council o 1946,
but e was defetted by the Congress candldaoto. Fip defeost
found cxpression in the slogen Wie shall take Jharkhond,
Jharkhand 45 the lend of adivesic ond non-adivasl exploiters
will be turned out of the reglon even by violence®, Some
of tho othor demands of the .. were reservetion of geats
in higher education and e::;:loymém, 1/, represcntation
in adniniatrotion and wbite collsr jobs., They further
demanded that only Chotenappuris should be given employoent
in the industrics of the regi.fm.’g

Upto the lato fifties the AWM. was confined oxclusively
%0 tho Christions and the non-Christien tribals, Aftoer thin
it was consldaered negceosary to include the mon-tritale living

18. LeFe Vidyarthi, [=1:0% Citm, 9»159.

19,  K.L. Shorns, "Jharkhond Novement in Bihar®, 2Pt
10 January, 1976, pp.4i=42,
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in Chotonagpur and Santhol Pargenos 4n thic orponization,
both to oxtcnd fis codre bage, end to universoalise the
cauce of o separate Jharkhand otaote. 7To press thisc viouw
point Juptin Richard orgenized "United Jherkhand Bloce® in
1948, This brought about o now turn, The ipbers of the
belle uonted to introducc chemges in ite constitution as
woll 4t3 objecHdves, I% was av the sone $ine that non-
tribal residemis of Chotpnagpur establiched & separate
apsociation at Doltongun) in order ® place their volco

in the parlienent for o sepsrato slate of Chotanggpur. Its
first president was Deokinandan Sinho of Daltompuni. Hovw
to accommodote the non-tribalo in the A.H. weos the nost
vital point before the lendors of the A0, How B reccncile
tha controvorsy of the mneiribsl rosidents gver the
intereots of the tribaols of tho roglon wne the diffimlt
problem, that hod to bo corted out., 3Shis waa indoed s
difficult question in principlo, but to mzkc tho demand for
a poeosprote state pore sironp, the reconciliation wos oqually
inportent. Henco in Janphodpur cossion of tho AlJle in
1949-50 1% ves doclded, thot though Sobha would not looso
its idensity, 4t will cxtend ito membership to the non-tribal
rogidents of the roglon. @;z order %o avoild thez controversy
ol the tribale ond nom-iribols, it {A.lle} wBs ronaned as

fdbarkhsnd Portyt in 1950, Since than 4t becoue & fulle
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fledged politicnl porty, the A0, exioting vithin it os

o cultursl unit, Jaipal Singh become its procident, and
Ignes Beck %0 a&cratazy.zﬁ tiith forpation of tho Jhorkhand
party, the tribol povemont in Bihor evolved ink s oodorn
politicsl orgenization. It func¥oned like any other
political party, and it bos beon led by profeasional
politicisng,  Zhesc politiclans wors not &if‘femﬁt fron the
politicsl men of othor parties and they had olniler political
motivation and orientation as the Hindu ond !ééﬁlicx politicions
h&é.zi Vith ito formpation, %he soparatist movement uas
$ransforpod into 8 perty-based povement, end a now geenloar
model emergod ubich symbolised the asplrations ond the nseds
of ths local omd roglonal pao;:la.zz Jeipal 3ingh vwag oble

to bring ogother Christions and non-Christiosne urben and
rursl people under thoe comnon bonner., %The movenent sprend
sll over the region and gven beyond anong the tes pardon

2°
lebourers of Bengal vho waro anigronts {rom this rogion. 3

20. LeF. Vié?ﬁl‘thi, OPs Ciﬁ., P 159,

21,  Shashisghekhsr Jha, "2ribal Londerghip in Bibare,
2PU, 13 april, 1968, p.608,

22 E.Ks Vorsa aénd H. 3iﬂghg OpPs Ci,to; Pede
23, dyoti Sen, "Shorkbond lovementi®, in K, Suroesh

Singh (ed.), Zribol Situntion in Indie {Sinla,
1977}y Pebldin “ _



179

Lorliecr tho tribels of the rogion hed boesn facornised
a5 minorily., Tho fremers of the Constitution were pgiving
tho countyy a pecular gsyebes which assured the niosionariss
and ninorities. Furihor it wae dlecovered thot ceonma of
1941 pove on oxpgpereted figure of the tribal populetion in
Chotaonapgpur. 1he census of 1951 like that of 1931 showod
that the tribals wers not o very larpge comunity. In foct
they had been s majority in the Chotanogpur region, Therofore,
the Jnarkbend Farty was throvn open at least in ;atimipl_a
ap enbodied in its constitution to &ll Ghotunogpurias, This
affocted a tronsition from sthnicity 0 rogionalicn, This
¥asn p&fﬂy in kooping Wl¢h tho large politicel and seculor
stonee currcent in thoso days that the loanguage, and not
etinieity, shouls dctermine thu fornetion of ths ntate,

Sone elenents of the Congross Soclioalist Party and quito a

fov rembors of nop-Boherl moneylending community, oretubllo
knoun s 'dikut, joloed tho perty. The consopt of Jnorkhond\
use enlarped o inelude all ko reclions thet once formad
purts of the Chotenagpur adninistrotive dlvisica. Shus tho
tracts inhchbi tod by thoe Chotansgpurd tribals, which now

form peric of Vest Bengal, Orisco ond Hadbys Pradesh, vero
included in o shaz%chmé.zk Therefore, the Jharkhond Party

2h. K. Surcoh Singh, op. cit., p.322.
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claimed ond stilll clalms that Jbarkhend otatc Wlll conprisoe
spart fron Chotemagpur ond Sonthel Pergencs of Bibar,

9 dietricis of Bengal, Orisco ond ladhys Pradesh. It shous
oipns of ethnicity and reglonsliom,

Zribosg in general all over tho wrld are knoun by
tholr respective totcois. [HMany primitive triboes sre dlvided
int gjg(alaaa); The @b namo {0 dorived from on anfomel,
plont or natural object; tho glb matos dioploy gpecial
atid des towards these ereatures or things, vhich are
Qoctprated by She anthropologists o totens. Tho institution
ubich compriscs the plbg, tholr totens and the attondent
belials, custons nd ritusls s ¢nllod totunien; whoress
thoe sun total of totenle features in a porticklar triboe or
a $ribal group 4o usially dopignntoed so o totenle comples,
Pornspes balfl of tha core primitive tribeas of Indio have
toteniom, 4nimals aro ponerslly preforred as totems. Birds
and plonts algo ocour as toton 4n cerdoaln Iribal proupn.
Totens repreoscnt culturs)l traito. The totem 15 regorded
on o friend, o protocior, oor:thing of one's own kind; it
is usually troated with rospoct, but 1t s not God. The
fonpination of ths totonitc epdous the tribol group wWith
powers prestly bdeyond the hunman. Foychologiesl attitndes
toverds totcms oro oluays of o kind to rovosl the totono
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ap objects of enhonced cootional va}.ue,zf' The Jharkhand

Party of the tribalo of tho rogion asdopted 'Cock?! us ite
gycbol, and £t has bocn o gource of sontinent for the
tribols. It 10 aspocdated :dth sll of tholr ritucls and
gacrificon., Coctt is consldered % be a fevwurite objoet

of saerifice to tdr Suprocno Belng. Agein 4t ip cock vhieh
avakes thom in the moming to begln thelr dolly 1ife. Im
other words, it mcant *the doy break?, 'arrival of the doun’
and *tribal auekening's Tho flesh of tho cock 0loo asrves

a0 o favourite dish % the tribale and % pany 1% 15 o ocource
of income. S0 cockt bao opoumaed a great veluo for the tribals,
and hence o pordy having tho cywbol of cock must bove o
sirong appecl to tho tribsl mirzﬁ.za Again the gymbol of

coclt symbolized for them *the crcotive God and sll porvading
bongat. It acted as o oeglic stick for tho tribal eloctorate.
The cadres of the Jhorkhand Porty convenod their clection
oeutings by the sound of crowning. Hundreds of pooplo
gothered whenever they boord humen belngs crowing. Lven

the {lliterate 0l1d and chort-sighted women made sure that

the ballot box had the gyobol of cock before casting thelr

25. Alecszander Golden-l.efoor, "Totemisn®, Internationnl
Enc¥c;ggaodia E'o'f Sociol Sciencos, licw YOFK, 1.0€
2 m’ ?0 - tb’ pp. *

26, L.P. viayertk wmd E.U. Sohoy, op. cit., P. 328,
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ro60,

S0 far os thoe memberchip of the Jharkhend Party
wao concorned thore was no prescribod maaborchip feo,
~och $ribal wes to boe consldered s meober of the Jherkhend
Porty by bis very birth in the tribel fmily‘.zg

The ﬁm‘ﬁ gamml 2leation wmas appmachiag, oo Jaipol
Singh cﬁnvincaﬁ tho t!ﬁhﬁl poople of the need for a scparato
Jharkhand state, parm&ﬁaé thea to msliaa ito inportance
and w&pwga then paycmlogieal}.y for it, He also pove
rolevant a}!egan {kzr&ag tho election., The mobllisers of tho
party and tho novemont led by 1% echoed the alogan “horkhond
obua, daku dlku senoa® [Jhorkhsnd is ours, the dacoit dilm
will o).

The firs? general olocton of 1952 parked tho senlith
of the popularity of S$ho cthnie Jhorkband Party and the
povenant led by it. In thip election the Jhorkhand party
bod electoral allisnco uith the Japoto Party which had tho
cupport of both tho pessonts ond on-gonindors, %Tho slze
of thae wites pollod by the Jharkhond porty romained nll tine

27« S.V. &egdmr and R.l. Pork {ed.), Boport on Indion
Genernl Tlectiong 31951-52 (Bomkay, 1958), Ppe<v=i0.

28. L.F. Viéyaﬁhﬁ ond HK.f. Sohay, _&cit., pe9ie
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rocord end o was the munber of soato coptured by 14

32 seots in the Bihar staote cssexbly and § in the Lok Sobha,
Through the achievement in tis cleetion, it becone tho
noin opposition party in tho Bibar leglslative asserdly,

and ® 1t was in the position of otromgth ® bargoln with
the governnent end clinch tho issue inits favour.?” 1In
addition ®© capturing 70 porcent of e reserved geatp, it
also éamurﬁﬁ some peneral peasts, @er@a' sangmsﬂ wos pble
to gecure 20.59 of ®io goots reserved for schedulod ¢ribes
in Bibar. 5he rest wore 4l vidod between the Lok Sovak Songh
and thu Jenata Party.’? (Sec Zable-1 and Table-2)

The success in the clectlon brought the party in
fovoursble position of strenpginh %o bargaln with thoe Govurnoant.
It intensificd the Genand for o separate Jharkhand stoto,
vhich sssumed grosgt hoight at the tipe of denonstration of
the tribal nen ond woroen of Chotsnogpur beforce the Stato
Reorgonisation Cormioalon {SI0), rhen it vipitod Ronehi in
the yoor 1955. Wherkhand Alag Pront? vas thoe main sloron

of the dcuonsirators. The daonstration was the bigpest so

29, Ee Sﬁrﬁﬁh 3111@3, m*:iﬁg PP0331’33s

30« Sochehidanond, Zpibol Voters in Bihar (New Delhd,
1976), p.17. - ‘
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I:BlEe1

%ms’mm AID LOK StZfh
Politicol Party i, of Seats lio. of Soats
hasably . Lok Satha

Congrass F75 B b5
Socialiot Party : 23 '
Jhsr&h&t:& Porty 32
Eri shak Masdoor |
Fraja Party (ENPP) 1 -
Lok Sovek Songh 7 -
Ja@ta Party i1 ' -
Forvard Bloc ' i -
Goptantra Pariomd 1 -
Rom Rejyn Porichad 1 -
Jon Songh - -
crI - -
Hindu labapcabha - -
B.S. Party - -
Other Parties - -
InGependents 13 | i

TOTAL | 331 54

Sourcos s&&ahishekhar dhe, |
‘ (Bambay* ch & G0y




TAB&B«-EZ

Folitical Party

ﬁ;aetinn Yﬂeav‘zf _

1969

1952 1957 1962 1967
dharkhand Porty 70459 65,63 59,38 == 13,79  10.34
Songreaso 20,59 25,00 9.37 548,38  34.49 58.62
Hul Jharkhand - - —e - 13,79 3.5
Jon Sangh - - - 72, V24 e
Suatontra Party - - 1876 6,89 345 -
Soclollot Party - - 9,37  3.43 .45 -
Indepondento - 3. 12 - 25,00 13,79 2L, %4
Gthor Portt co 1.82 6.25 3.12 - .- 3.45

34 32 32 29 29

o, of Booata

Sourcet Sachchddansnd, Iribal Votcam in mmr

(liow Volhis Hatliono

Pe 16.

founa,

184



185

far taken out by the local tribsles an sny other cccasion

in the past. Tho SRC olso vielted Dupks in Senthal Parponsa,
and thore also a demonstWration on a magnificent scale woo
led by the tribals. Therc werc also counter demonsirations
which aupported tho integrity of Blhor, and were oppopad

to the Jhorkbandig, It is sald that the wholo Jharkhond
Fovement gpecially o Gemand for 2 separste Jhorkhend otote
a8 well as iis expresedion in the form of Jomonstrations
befors SHC wore postorminded by the foresign Christlon
misciongrien, Thoy vere behind the movement from the vory
beginning, %The common argument put forusrd in this comeciion
wos that the tribals are vory oimple and nnéoph&atieata&
pcople, and such a widér moverant cannot have any sdder
atrength behind it, unleos plamned snd gadded by the
odsoionarics, *Hlyogl Committee® get up by the Hadhyn
Pradesh Government also supported this populer aypumcnt

ond conagidered foroipn ndoodonaries speclally Homon Catholice
roesponsible for it, thouph the aiadaaaﬁw as ugual reacted
vory sharply to 142! The oxecutlve committee of the
Jharkhond Perty submittod a memorendusm to SRC emphaoplzing
tho economic, politicel and cultural imperatives for the
formation of a separatc stets of Jherkhnnd., %The memorandum

3te A Soares Gonversion
proveil®, The Cathc
1957)s PP :

wleans and Lnde in Truth shall
ic nopociotion of Bombay (Bombay,
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stated thot ethnically, lingufetically and culturally,
the tribsls are distinct from the nonetribala, Besidos
igjlﬁa, thoe propoacd Jhurkhand ares provided certain
éeogra;hinal contipuity and adninistrative separatencss,.

50 they pleaded thoir clalm for s poparste state, But

the Commigsion rofected the denand on the point, thot since
maitiplicity of langmoges poratetod in the arcs, so tho
clain for a single linguistic statc was not %aable,a 2

Pbe poerformance of thoe Jherkhand Farty and 1te inage
in the 1957 goneral election wes not eatiasfsctory oo compared
to the 1952 elec¥ons, Thore was a siight declipe in ito
populorisy. It wes duc %0 mony roncong, %he Junerkhend
éarty gould nobl got 1%s denond for o separate stato accepled
by tic SRC. She tribals of tho region on th: eve of 1957
election had bocoms dicdllusioned and dishoartened, molnly
becauee of pon~-fulfllmont of thdr demond for & separcte
: Jharkhand state, Somo sectlons of than had storted thinking
that the slogan of o soparate Jhsrkhand stato was jJust o
mosns of explolting the sentiments of ths simple tribal
poople on the part of thoir leaders liko Jalpsl Singh, who
gorved only tholr selfish interosts of sttaining pover,

32, K.L. Shamms, Ops ci%s, P.38.



187

Thoy bagon to feel that lavish promiges bolng pade by the
then loeddorship would not be fulfilled. Thue Jaipel Singh,
who was odorned by his poople as *Harang Gomke', bocono o
lesdeor vorth nane only, and ho begon ®© fall dowm in tho
eotinntion of the people. 9This feeling grow all the moro
strong when during aia‘etion in 1957 linoo Hapsani, a parsce
lesat koown %o the tribals of Chotsnogpur, was asoocinted
with tho Jharkhand Porty. BHe wao imvited to fight oloction
frou Ranchi on the Jharkhand scat, and he really succecdoed
in vinning tie poot. Thic wss not liked by the tribalg,
ond 1% vas £olt that Jalpal Singh took money from loscond
for alloving him to fight eloction on the Jharkhand tickot

and convessing for hirss‘}}

Dempite the rise in the number of voters, tho voton
polled by the Jharkhond Party in tho 1957 General Tlection
wvop omsll in nuedher, thouph the nurber of seats bogged by
1% in the Bibor stoto sopoerbly remeined hmmt.}g’ Jhorkhand
Porty 414 mot increase ito strength but 1t reteinsg 4ts
bloc of 32 escots. I% lost como safe soats resorved for
tho scheduled %ribes but modo up the lose in  geners}

33& Logos Viﬁ?&f*&i and Ee.il. S&h&y, CPe Q:itg’
Pe'd0n

e £« Suresh mﬁgh@ Ob. c&z;; Pe333.
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conati woncies, 37 Though the perty pot mojority of the
resarvad ceats, but ite {nfluonce wap doclining, It could
ecapture 65.6 porcont of the reperved seats, The Conpgress
goined coc» pore of the recorved scats as compared %o the
provicus eloction. Some indepondemt candidates algo sppoared
36 gor the Lok Sobhe e Jhorkhond Party
fielded 14 condidston but only oix of them could bo alocted.>’
g0 1% wao in better pooition oo compured to provions Lok |
Sabhn olection in uvhich it could semd (_m;ly 5 enndldoten,

On the uwhole, the porlod betuoen 1952457 wss in many ways,
$ho peak poriod for the Jharkhond Farty and the novenont

led by 1%. {See “abloe=2 nbovo anﬁ Toble-3.} The Jharkhang
Porty remnined a ngjoy porty in Chotanagpur and Sonthal
Porpones vegions, 1% dioployed remorkable unity, laid doun
the low in the Jhorkboand roglon, and 1% could mobiliso
thouponds of pwple and sako out mmoth proceosions ot

ghort notices, 38

on the sgconc,

35. Shacbighckhar Jha, De7, P«57.
36. Sochebidonond, op. git,, pe16.

36,



fio. of Scato

Political Party FBo. of Seats
won in the von in tho
Apsembly 1ok Sebha
Congress 210 L1
Prajs Socisliet
Party (PSP} 31 2
Socialist Porty -
cPI 7 -
Janats Party 23 -
Jharkhand Pardy 3z 6
Jan Sangh - -
GeL. Fedaration - -
Gantontre Parishad - -
Other Porties - 3
Independsnts 14
TOZAL 318¢ 53¢

% The delinitation comnisnion had reduced tho

assenbly seats from 331 to 31
peats from 54 %W 53 in e 195

&, and Lok Sabha
General Election,

Source: Shaghishekbar Jhs, Palitieal Slite in Bihar

(mehayz Yora &c&la* 23 PedV3
Shardo Psul, 1980 Genorel Llections :
{Hew E‘e];hi* Acoocialod Fublishing Eouso, }&0) }'

P33t
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In the late fiftlios ond early olxties thare woe
declino of tho Jharkbond Porty, which could be sttributed
%o mony factors, Shors woe the growing ispact of devclopmont
prograonos and inerensing involvement of the tribale in the
devclopmant process. The gplit botween tho sdvanced
Christians and rolotlvely backwerd non-Christian tribalo
arising oul of tko compotition for better educational
foeiliticn, auploynent opportunitios end control develspment
faputs and réa:mrem decpensd, Tho non=tribals started
locking W other partics, lany A1l Indls Parties, vis,,
Congress, Jan Sangh, Swatantys Party and Comemunist Porty of
India (CPI) appaarod on the stene, The exporience of Hadhya
Pradesh and Orisess which had pgiven rapresentation o the
tribal interento in tho governuont and councll of minlstore
hod made it clear, thot the iribals nocded o share in the
pover ¢ protect and promote thol r interests, uhich could
aa well bo sscured by Joining the Congrosa or by coming to
soma sort of understonding vwith 3% as 44 vas in Orioss,
Jherkhand Farty 44d not hove any agrarien progromme.. Its
leadors were town based profescionals who had 11%ttle
consideration for the rural probleas, Yts ally was Jonats
Party vhich represeated ibe intorests of oxploiters, the
semindars, lloreover, it oppolnted a sceretary from the
moneylending community. %The situation was gradually beconming
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radicel and go tho tribel maoses wanted & rodical prograome
vhich tho Jharkhond Party could not afford. Goaritdi Hatao!
prograrme of the Congrens wao sloo facilitating its succoso,
There vas dlosidence vithin the party arlising out of the
gtyle end performance of the lendership particularly ot the
time of re-prpunisation of the otaton, when the Jharkhend
party had not only follod to pross fto demand et tho bigher
level, but had cloo seon a ciseablo chunk of Jbharkhand, vis.,
[lanbbua or Purulia bedng glvem ouny %o Viest Bengnl. %he
porty had almys beon handicepped by want of fundo vhich
could cusitain an orgsnisstion, vhich never funciloned
effficiently at the bigber level, The gearch for nonoy

led $0 sirange olignment with the slenonis #uc& oo *dikust
the traditional onemy of the tribals. The non-Bgharl dihku
bod vosted intercstc in ths rmovenent to koep the Bohario
oway. Porty sipport was olso given to many outdders. all
thio srested & strain within the ;:arty.3 % e governnent
sponnored devolopment policies bonefitted only the upper
¢claoo tribalo moinly Chriotions, %hoy were members of the
3.egialétive ascerbly, lendlords and clitos, The uppor
clocs wanted %o mointsin their position, To diverkthe
attenilon of the tribul dountrodien menses, the uppor clase

39. K. Sursush Singh, op. cit., p.343.
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continued to incite then sgeinaot the pooror non-tribal
dikuo, They were nctually hond in gloves with the rich
ronetribal industrizlists who holped them wdth funds ond
obliged them in hundrod other ways, It was this upper

clags from vhich stemnod the demand for a separate Jharkhand
gtate, Although o Christiang formed only 10,6 porcent

of the total trdibal mpuiatian, thers was a fond hope erong
them that Jharkbond vill be o Christiac o%a%e ond they would
have much gay in 1%, Hsturally this demand had the bocking
of the Christten Churchos.™ %he Jharkhond Party leaders
had become self~complacont snd they vere lopsing thelr close
contacts with the iridbal magses. An impression wis raining
ground that the tribal leaders were having thelr {ine time
2% Delbi and Potma and 444 not caro cuch for thelr clectorate,
The d«nand for a ocparate stnt# wap declining znd oo wop the
influence of the Jharkbend Party. The leaders slso fafiled
to provide leadership to worgling industrizl labsur, During
ghis poriod there wap als decline ir the setivitics of the
dnarkhand Party and thors were fovourable eircunstonecs for
both the Conprest ond the Jrerkband Farty to come clopor in
one uay or snother, The influence of Jaipul Singh was on

H0. Sachchié&nanﬁé w2ribcl Situstion in E»iharﬁi K. Surcah

singd {od.}, Zribol Situction in Indla { Simla, 1972)
Pp. 177-78.  ~ ’ ’
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‘decline whoreos that of Suohi)l Kumper Bage was on mcreas&.M

1t was undor these circumstences that tho third
general election was held in 1962, The atrongth of the
Jharkhand Party declinsd from 32 to 20 seats in the Bihaer
lopgislative agsanbly looaing 12 seats, Tho munber of votes
polled by 4t fell doun 0 4,67 lekhs es esgainst 7.6 lokhe
in 1957. The party lost not only some gonoral seats but
aleo mé reservad saa‘ks. to its erstwhile slly Janato Party
{nov Swatantra Party) and Jun Sangh, GCongroess and CPY uho
héz&. nede sipgnificant inroads into itg atmngholﬁs.az I
pecured only 59 percent of the reserved seats, 7ho Congress
aloo ouffored hosvy looo. It secured only 9 percent of tho
scats, Swatantra Party in which the Janats Party had
nerged pade & good start, It won 19,75 porcent of tha
rosorvod seats. fmong the rogt three went to Sanyukta
Socialist Party and one {op the Comnuntat i’arty.” In %he
third Lok Sabha the Jharkhan& Party could r«atum only 3

candidatos xhich showed ito woning papularl%y. {Sco
Table-2 and Table=i.}

% P LeP. Viayaﬂhi and K.l Sﬁmy, % Cigg, ?Pp98"99e
42, K. Suresh Sings, ops €%, Pe333.
43. Sachehidanond, n.30, P.17.

bl  GeGe Hirchandani,
, ok ::atsha anid




Tlo. of Seoats

- Political Farty } Ho. of Seato
von in the won in the
Apsenbly ok Sobha
Congross 185 39
Suatantra Party 50 7
Jdhorkhand Fardy 20 3
Proja Socialist Poarty 29 2
CPI 12 1
Socinliat Party 1
Jon Sangh 3 s-
Jan Erent{ Dal - -
Other Parties - -
Indopendonts 12 -
TOTAL 318 33

Sourco: Hahondra P. Singh,
party: FPradosh c

$-77; o5a Shoabiohckbar Jho,
El te in Bihar (Bombay: Vora

Po
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ongress-Jharkhand Porty Herger: In tho post third pencral
eloction poriod the prevolling circunstances wore vory ouch
conducive for the nergor of the Jharkhaend Farty with the
Congress. The factors which were recponsible for the
decline of the Jharkhand Party vere alse instrupantsl in
bripnging the party closor to the Congress. In addition

%o them thore wors also other foctors. Congress Party

by this time realised that without the aid of the Jharkhond
Party 1%s chances in ths reglon wero doomed. The Jharikhand
Perty leadors on iﬁaﬁ;r part weorc tired of sitting in the
égpcaiﬁeh ané beliaved that onco in tho governnont thoy
could actively pursuc policies for the tribal welfore, and
thoy would aleo boe able to fight for & geparste stote from
uithin the Congroess, Tho Janata Porty vhich merged with
tho Swatantira Party woo olop incrsapling itp influenco in
the strongholds of the Jherkhand Party. The Jharkhand Party
wags algo facing difficulidles in raloing recources for tbhe
organizationsl wrk, 5 sne formation of states like Andhra
Pradesh, Habarashtrce and Hogoland bad profound offect on
the Jharkhand Porty leaders, It was pentioned egoin and
ogain in the public meol ngs and gatherings thot these states
have been formed from within the Congresa. vIf we alod

LS. Sachchidanund, n.l0, p.175.
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follow the course token by the leaders in thope gtatas

ond be a little militart we ghall als achieve our gonl“.,.
One group of leadors olso thought that studonts should be
organised and givon training in militant m@ha&s.l‘é afsor
1962 general olecton, tho Jharkhend Party lesders smelt
the fecling of the poopleto # acontent who' had boen promisod
thc poparate Jharkhand state 1f they voted for the porty.
The people falt that thelr drcams of o soparate siate would
blosson into rcality immediately after the general olection
and they would be relieved from thofr sufforinge. As their
dreons razained unfulfilled thoir faith on the leaders
began to fade avay grodunlly. Hence, the Jharkband Porty
leaders thought to neot their pronise by merging with the
Congrems. ALftor the sme clection the top brass leadors
 became far away fron the tribsl meses, The local leaders
vere not helpful. Thus & vacuun uwas ereated in the loadore
sb.ip‘w Pactions cmergoed both in the Congress and the
Jdharkhand Party sround ths lenders who ware_.nkely to be in
& position to distribute potronage., They were looking
sround %o acquire pali%lcal skill to @rviva in the otato

46, Jyoti Sen, DaZly Pelbdbe
47. Sachchifianand, n.3Q Ppe17-18.
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politi cs.w

Afteor tho organicetion of the Jharkhand Party
a 'political ramk path' wee opencd beforc the tribals of
Chotanagpur. In the course of ¥ne tensions along ethnie
apg well as religious lines sroec within the Jharkhand Perdy
and, in order to countoryail thai, merger wis concldorod
mce-saary.w The Conpgreos alse eperged wosk after 1062
General Elcetion. Vhile dharkhand Party neoded strong
#llisnces, & faction loé Dy Rinodanand Jha in the Bihay
Gongress needed ito support in the povor game baing played
at that tims, %Tho Jhorkhand Farty bed lost 1ts ¥raditionnl
8lly Jananta Party. 50 the compulsion to geck fresh asllionces
bocane evident to it, A resolution Poming en opposito
bloe with Praja Snclolist Party wao edopted in 1962,
liepptiations with tho CFY for svolving & straiogy on the
lobour and industrial front wao gottlied, 50 Ite talk With
the Congroes for elcctorol understanding hed broken dowm,
vhen 1% wantod gensral ssato in {ts oren of influence % be
loft %W 1t., It was also in no mood to concede any of tho
tribal rosorvod seats to the Congress. %he Congross on its

48, Ibvid., pp.110~11,

4&9. FPramab Dasgupta, Inp
a Tribe in South B

5. R, Suresh Singhk, op. cit., pp.331-32,
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part could not let dovn the four mombora of the Jharkhangd
Farty vho had joincd tho Conpgreas legisleturce party snd
others who had loyelly stuck to it ot considerable rick

%o thomselves, 51

All thops factors uare rosponsible in
inducing both tho Congross ond the Jharkhsnd Party to come

¢loncr for cventual merger.

fhe efforis fur ihe morger wore sctively purpucd
when S8inodanand Jhs was the Chiof inioter of Bihar, Jalpal
51:}@ vag porsuaded through bis wife Jhanaras % iaerge the
dharkbond Party «1th tho Congress. Hebhru, sceording to
HeEe Hore, Precident of Jbharkhend Porty, promised %o Jaipal
Singh that Conpress would crcate & ssparate Jharkhond etaste?z

The agreement for the anorger was finallsed on 20th
June 1963, which stipulsted: {1) Conctltution of a development
Board ;‘.’ar Chotanazpur ond Senthel Perpenss and parts of
Bhagalpur, Monghyr snd Shohabad dlstriects for the purpose
of coonomic, industrial and agricultural devslopment of the
people and genera) developmept of the area as & vholes

T2l lierger of Congress Party ond the Jharkhond Perty ond
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constl tution of & gubeconrd ttae of Blhar Fradesh Congress
Conmittes to co-ordinats political and organisntional
activitios in the z’egmn.” The nove for the perger was
4o result of factionalisn ond oppertunism. It was not
based on any common undorstanding on the guestion of tribal
cause, It was o gort of political bargsining by the tup
sidos ond couplote integration 4ld not, therefore, take

place,

ggzwe\/%emea of the Ierger: The merger was announcod without
gven colling o general mesting of the Jharkhond Party. It
was not realised that the Congross was & vast party in vhich
the fdentity of the Jharkhand Party will be lost, %The
nergar generatod schism inglde the Jharkhend Party ond the
lenderahip came to be dlvided in the fom of factions,
Jaipal Singh led ono faction and the other wsa led by

S«.K. Bage, & third faction vanted to revive the old party
and functlioned independontly., The reasons wvhich kept
foctioncl politices alive in the Congress olso worked hera,
Poerzonol interests sotlvated the lesders to action, The
ries of the new leaders threatened the supremagy of the old
leaders ond so the cleavages took place. This seculsr phape

530 " Re Suruosk Sin’g!l, g‘&n‘ E"%’ﬁ PP4331'33.
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of the tribal politics was mot integrative but fectional

in natire.“ fhe mergor cleo sbocked tho hard-core
Jharkhandi s and some goctlions of the dominant Chri stian

elite who foared loss of leverage they could have exorcised
ond tho wore koen W maintain thd r soparate fdentity. The
merger wap not ratificd by the general body of the Jharkband
party, and so 1% &as- tecnnicolly delociivo, As coOn as

the morger was effocted it bogan %0 be eritictzed by the

ranp. The behaviour ¢f the 1aadeéaizip which bad pought
'&Taa‘merger &14 not help sutunl bLickerings apd poersonal

Mvalry delayed tho implemsntatisn of ﬁw terms of the

nerger snd itp consolidstion. Some members though technically
paabors of the Congroso encouraged ﬁwv eriticisy of the
merger snd worked secretly agaimt it towards the closo

of 1966, 25 Horgor was offected at the spex of Jharkbond
leadersidp boecausge J’aiim:_t Singh wap sbeolutaly fod up vith

the church muetors snd wanted rightly that politicsl questions
of the region should not be settled in the church cempus and
threw the ball in the Congress maidan. Most of the Jharkhand
lesdors and tribal maesco 4ld not accopt the merger, becsuse

the loaders who gpearhesded tho norger procoss were themgolves

5i. Shoshisbokhar Jbo, Ne7, Ppe110=11.
55 K Suresh Singh, gp. cifs, Pel2he
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tho target of stlack and evi ticien, The fnteprity of
Jdaipal Singh was chellengoed, The rumour wes spraad all
oround thet Jafpal 5ingh took bribs from Bineodanond Jhe
snd cold the trivals of the roglon %o the Congrese. Othors
said that Jaipal Singh dld 1% out of his erase for pover
o3 & ninlster in the Congreos govormment. The merger
was supported by only 20 nembers of the Jhsrkhend Party
in the ocascmbly. N.B. Horo and roenk and file opposod 1t.
liost of tho Jharkhand eloctoratc &ld not know sbout tho
36 Turing this cloction
vhen thoy canc % vodve for tho Jharkhand Party having the
gymbol of cock, erying tourge' *'murget {cock, cock), but
learnt to thelr pgroat dlooppointment that the murgs was
caton by the 'yoked bullocks® {Congress clection symbol).

narger until 1967 Goneral Election,

Joipal Singh wao includod 4in the cesbinet as o pinioter.
This brought an ioportant tribsl leader into the active
participation in the povernpant, Other inportant Jharkhand
lendors wers accommodated in the Congross committeos at tho
diotricts and state lovel. At this Juncture 2,K. Bage sloo
émerged ss en important leador and challsnged the leaderphip
ponocpoly of Joipal Singh by supporting the rival faction of

Sﬁo L.Pe Yidymm and Kbﬁlﬁ S&h&y DD Ciev
PP 99~ 100, » SBe Zte
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R.B. Schay in the thenm caoto politics of Bihar,>7 After
mnctime Binodenand Jho retired from the post of Chiof
Hinligter under the feonous *Eomarajo Elanfss and [resh
eontest for the poast bogen, In e factionsl ond casto
politics of Bibar Binodonand Jdhe group was fszolated, An
corlier sttonpt by Binodonanda Jha %o tuild up on entirely
new base of oupport Wwrough merper fefled. Pinding hiooclf
out of affic:a, Jdho foction could not kesp & good nmeny of
his novly asquired Jbarkband followors under the looderohip
of S.K. Bago, from dofoeting to the potontisl Chiof Ildnister
Erishns Bhallebh Scshay's foction, who was willing amd epper
Yo oblipge Jhorkhand lesders with pa%mnaga.sg On becowing

57. Ivid,, pp.99-100,

58, 7This plen was proposed by K. Kamraj the Congross
Chiof Hindotor of Modran {now ;:szxnméu} ond
subsoguontly prosident of Indion ﬂts%iamai Congroos,
?his plon wap intonded to *rovitalinet the Connrese
orgonisation. I¢ suggeoted thot londing Congronumen
in the govermment should voluntarily stop down from
their minfotorinl postio and of for thonselves for full
tioe orgonisatlonnl work, All Congroso chiof ninioters
ond ol) union oinisters rosipgnod in renponnc %o the
Conzroos High Comoand, S5ix chiof oinisters and siz
union ninfsters vere raliwad to do nrgaaim’maﬁal
ﬁaﬂ: {s. ﬁoehvmk, Thoe Conproeso Party of ndim Tho

mesdcs of one parsy (Fri ' ?

59, Mohendra Pratap Singh, Cohesion in o ?rséuminm%
Lh&?!‘&dﬁﬁf&(}ﬁﬁ Fepd and Porsy i $:
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Ghisf Ministor K.B. Schoy turned his face againot Jaipsl
Sinzh toking him @ be an ally of Binodanund Jha, Ho won
ovor S.B. Bage aootber powerful loador next only to Jaipal
Singh. This phcnonenon secelerated dipsonsion in the
Jhorkhand group, boeceuse S.E, Boge cupported Sphay foction
and bocgme minister agoingt the wishes of Jaipal Singh.
Joipsl Singh publicly accuscd Le.B. Sehay ond told o pross
conlerence in Pstns in 1964, "thot none of the torms ond
conditions of Jh&r&hm&-sﬁﬁgmas parger ozreod upon in
Junc 1963 bad been wlcﬁentea by ﬁhﬁ Congross in Bihor
thouph the fongroas ,gmai;mnt and chiof ministors of Bihor,
waost Bw@l and Oriocss were party %o it%&

Tho 1967 Gemeral ilection was apym&chﬁm, but the
pegulérity c:f rost of the ioportent Sharkhand leadorg, vie,
Jaipal Singh and S.K. Boge had already ctorted waning fue
to Jharkhand-Congress morpor. i‘hﬁng’h both of them had been
in tho ministry ut tho lot of tho tribals 4id mot improve.
It vas during this period; 1.c0. 1966 thot tuo sceporato stotes
of Harycns ond Punjob vers formod but not that of Jhorkhand,
Lncouraged by the formatlon of thene tvo stoton Jalpal Singh
colled upon bio poople to act in thooo vords "the dayo of

60, Shagbishekhar dba, B.7, Pe9t.
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begeing are gone, ve shall hove to set in Birse Hunds fashion
to get our legitimate demonds. Tribals should raise their
hesds ageinot wronp-ddors and if necessary uso bous and
errous”, But nothing cone out of &%, %Thore wos olso &
proposal to revive the old 'sdivasi lHahaasgbhat but it could

nod be dmm-..é‘1

Around this tipe the greet looder ipage vas
foding. dJaipel éingh mélised that the norger was o blunder,
He is stated to hove told ILE. Horoe, o 1ittlc beforc his

degth in 1970 thet "lehm chested hin”. fe wao mors concerned
with the fact of his being chested by othars but he 4ia not
roalize that he higsdl éhaaﬁe& his people who bad grent
expocicHons from him. In 1968 he thought in fermo of roviving
the Jharkhond party uwhich, he t%ld Horo wps bhle 'first lovel.
Beforc his doath be wos quite optimistic and wontod Jharkhandls
té Join m&a uith J agiiman, filem 80 that the coxzibimﬁ atrongth
of the scheduled costes and scheduled tribes could triumph
over tho entrenched fendal cimaents.ég Yiosatisfaction uith
the vork of Jhorkhand lesdors allied vith the Congross csused
mich rescntoent due to vhich glery of Jolpel Zingh waned and
ris follovers doserted him, Its iopaet wes felt in 1967
Gonsrel Zloction,

61, K. Suresh Singh, op. cit., P.324h.
620 Gmmm ?a!’ﬂérﬁ! % ‘Citi, p‘?‘
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In she 1967 Genoral tlectlon, the Jharkhand leadors

ouffered the blast of antl~Congress wind, Fhe collaboration
with the ruling party thus proved s millstone in tholir neck.
The various splinter groups of arstvhile Jhorkhang party
contooted the eloction. Since thoy wore in the opponition
they wore popular w8ih the masses. But the result wos
disastrous baéaaaa they fought olection as indepondents,

The trend notlc aé in %the third gensral eieeﬁgn dovelopad
further. The Jan Sengh, Congress, Suatanirs and CPY gainod
while Jbharkhond splintor proups could capture only ¢ seasts
&nd 1,72 lokb of tho valld votcs polled. This was tho lowest
evur porfornasnces. The Poason vese the splitting of votes,

_ CeBe theore were ao many oo 119 condidntes contesting 15 sents
in fanchi ao ppoinot 73 in 1962, 69 in 1957 and 59 in 3952.63
Security deposit of 5,8, Bago was forfeited and nmony $tribal
icadors lost thelr seatn, 3Sven Jalpnl Singh nerrovliy escaped
the defeat in the clection. Tho leaders who werg popular
uith the masson for ﬁwir being in the opposition von 24
parcent of the resorved seats, Tho Conpress hold the largost
shore of 48 percent end Jon Sangh sccured 17 percont of the
poats. The Swustenirs Party won three seats.éf‘ {Sea Tablee2

630 K. Burosh Sinﬁh, 24208 Gil- Yoo Peo 334.
64s  Sschehidenand, .30, pp.18-19.



Folitical Party flo. of Suats HNo. of Seats

won in the won in the
Asocmbly 1ok Sabha
Congress 128 34
Sanyakto Socislist. - .
Farty {(S57) 68 -
Jen Sangh 2% RS
Praja Socieliat Porty
{PSP} 18 1
cPI 24 5
Jon Eranti Dal (JED) 13 3
Swatantira Porty 3 -
cPH | b -
Soclalist Porty - 7
Otbhor Partios : t -
Indeopendantso 33 2
TOTAL 318 53

' Indopondento 0lso included 9 cendldates vho were mot
sptiofied with *Congress-Jdharkhand Herger' and fought
the elsction asn indepondonts undor the nano of Jharkhand
splinter groups with different pymbols. They uvon
because they more in the oppositlion and popular with
the tribal msoeco.

Source; tishendra P. Singh,
Pradesh Go..




207

above and Table-5,) In this eleetlon despite the good
performance as compared o the Jharkhand Pardy and othor
portics, Congress wap dofeated, It could not attein the
required nejority to forn government and thie paved the uway
for tho installstion of coalition governnent in vhich the
cplinter groups of Jherkhord porty blayed minor role %o
wrest some gaine, But on the t—:imle, tho bopes, {d8cale and
copiration of the tribal lcaders wers totally chatiered.
=ven thoge vho stod for tho Jharkhond-Congross Merger?
becane didilluaicncd, 4l ghoartensd ond the fdes of Jhorkhond
- wag ogein there to haunt them. This gave fresh impctus to
the erippled and faction ridden Jhorkhand Party. Fresh
afferts wvero made by the nev leaders to rovive the Jhorkhand
Fariy $o their own way %o got popular support on the ons
hand, and recognition bybths governsent and the election

?

Commionion on the othor,

Fron 1938 #11 1967 Joipnl Singh moro or less dominoted
tho tribol politice in the Jharkhand region through one perty,
f.9, Jharkhand Party. Turin; this period Jharkhend vas
fought on papers. As Horo says, "that wes a war of mexporandum”

alonz with some occasional domonstration no doubt., But

65. L.P. Vidyorthi end X,N. Sahoy, op. cit., pp.87-106.
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nover in thio period woo any effort mado %o drive home

tho point by mass atruggla.“

Split ond Frognentatlion of the Jhorkhand Perty: The procees
of split and fregnentation within the Jharkhand Party hod

already otorted after its merpger vith the Congress but thia
process culminoted and come %o surfoce during and after ths

1967 Gunzrsl iLlection.

 After the mergor, Lal Baribor Hath Sahdeo, & locsl Hindu

asdvocoted of Ranchi beceme the leader of the anti-Jaipal Singh
group, and claimed to contime tho old Jharkhand Party. He
bhad support of a fou trivals. He nenorialised ths alection
Cormission to reccerve cock gynbol for thew in the nano of
tSahdeo Jharkhand Party', In addition to 'Sahdso group?

there werce 'Psul Daysl group?, 'Lakara group'!, and fow others
on e ove of 1967 Cencrel .lection. Since these groups

sere not aligned to any major party, they vere troated as
indepondente., The oynbol of cock was not given to any of
thenm, but other aymbols liko 'Lion' and "Rining Sunt werc
civen to them. After the goenernl slcetlon it was reslized
that 80 long ae thore uvill be moroe than one group working

66, A!nn Sinha, "Contoining Jharkhand Movoment®,
ERY, 7 Aprh, 1979, p.648.
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in the name of the Jharkhoni Party, oone can win the mpport
of the tribolse, Lo o rosult there uss o move to unify sll
the oplinter groups. A two day confercnce of all the groupo
vog held st Hosaribagh in Novembor 1968, Among the foportont
lodderc were David Junsmi, S8.E. Bage, H.U. Horo and Sicon
Tigge. There wors sharp differconces anmong then nainly
betuwoen Bage ond Boro, &nd nony oallegations wore mnde by

one ageingt tho othor.%7 Dut deopite tho 4ifforencecs onc
unified *Jharkhond Party' cierged fron this conference as

a rocult of comprooioo vhich ceae %o be kooun as '41) Indla
Jhark-hanﬁ Party', DBogun Sunbrgl becanc its first procidamt
and N.E. Horo op {18 goerotary. One of 4ts first act uwos

to declare the nerger of the old Jharkhand porty wvith tho
Congress 4n 1963 as unconotitutionsl, as {t was not approved
by tho gencrol body. DBut again thore mme & eplit uithin

the *211 India Jhorkbond Porty'. Factionallism enorpged once
agai:; under the %wo rival lendars Bogun Sumbral and 11,5, Hore.
Thore wos texprapental ixiw‘npatibii&ty ond confilct botwcon
the tvo leadors, Loter on with the oplit 4n the Conzresc in
1969, Hor led faction supporied now Congress or Conpgross (R),
ond Bogun Sunbral led faction cupported the old Congroso ond
Jzn Spaghe Finally the foctlon lod by Hore walked out cnd

67. L.P. Vidyarthi oond K.H. Schay, op. cit., pp.102-04,
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formed Yibarkhend Party'. The najor split cccurved sgoin

in tho o0ld Jhorkhand Party when the Sgnthals aleps sepiratod
themsolves from the Chotanegpur tribals ond formed thelir

oun party nemed aftor Zgnthal inmurrection {locally called
fHult), f.e. 'Hul Jharkhand Party'. The Sonthals always
nursed grievancos, that though, they werc more numerous than
the Yundss end Qroons, thoy &ld not command adequate influonce
in the Jharkhand polities. This sirmsring diaénntmt had
already oxpressef 1tself in & demonstration againat the
Jharkhand Farty loodor Jaipal Singh in 1957, This ozplains
vhy decpite tho atteapts to uiden tho political bage of tho
party to include parto of Singhblun ané Hosaribagh it bocane
epscentially o Sonthel orpenisation. In Dacember 1568

'Bibhar Prant Hul Jherkhand Party' was fomed, Shore was a
further aplit in it into tus factions in 1572 for the mimoe
maadm, viich coused gplit in the Al Indis Jharkhend Farty,
1.0, porconel differonces and rivalry. The break awvay factions
callod themodlvos the 'progressive Hul Jharkhand? and *Rejye
Bul Jharkhanﬁ‘.és Here it 1o very important to nots that
thio process of aplit within tho split, and factionglization
vithin the Jhorkhand Farty was on dcnoninational end othnic
linen, The '411 Indic Jhorkhond Party! functions malnly coong

68. K. Surosh Singh, ops cite, pp.324-26.
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the Hog of Singhtbum wdth fts headquerters at Chaibara,
'"dharkband Party! Lo popular emong the Hundan of Ronchi,
and 'Bul Jhorkhand Party' among the Santhals et Spnthol
Far@naa.ﬁg Later on Bopun Susbrail left All India Jharkhand
Party and joined Janotn Party in 1977. Fow the All Indla
Jharkhand Porty is headed by Selkhen Hurmu.

dse of Urban Prossura Crounes: It was ofter 1967 Genoral

Blection thut sone urban prassure groups camc inte exiotonce
like Birss Seva Dal (BSD), "Krantikari Morcha!, and *Chotae
nagpur platocu Parishadt, imonz them *'BSDY was wmost foportant.
BSD wes formed on the suggostion of Jaipasl Singh at Ranchi
by e group of 'y‘nungm Lalit Kujur (CGenersl Secretary),

Prom Rujur (sdaditional Scerctary), FPius Lokars ond othors,
wvhich 4o gsald to be an indopondont tribal orgenization
cngaged in uniting the trivels in a welleknit and socially
conscious 6rgani.saﬁ.an to wrk &r'mral. mental and scononmic
ug}.irt.?& It waé forpmed with the objoctive of pecuring o
better deal for the tribvgle in the matters of employment,

and functions painly in Janmshodpur now., Behind its formstion

two influcnecs wers at wrk. Firet, tho missionsrics of

69. Pramab K. Dosgupta, op. cit., p.105.
70,  Hew Hepublic {(Ranchi), 15 august, 1969,
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difforent denomination nhad been shocked by the frapgmentation
of political structuro of the Jharkhend Psrty and uere |
dismayed ot $he erosion of Christian leadership os revesloed

by olectlon results, Therefore, o nev orpenizstion had to

be entoblished %o smafopusrd the intereosis of tho sducated
tribsle in the urben oress, Second, extrooist olenents wore
setivo secking to ontablish & baoe of thelr influence and
oporation in this tribal reglon. They maaag.eé. to influcnco
the BSD's {doology, prosrommesond mothods conaiderably. The
we-cxistence of pro-nissionary foction and pro-CFl faction
vithin BSD, was pot happy one and mbpeguontly there was a
@lﬁ. But the tw0 workod togetber for smwme Hme, %The
conatisution of BSD opoke generally of the componmalily of

the intercots of the tribel bockuard classes and othor
ozploited ssctions of the populetion. BHowever, its objectives
vore primarily geesred to securing intorssis of the tribal
poople, IV demdnded action to (1) bring about 5 wido svakening
onons the tribal pesple to secure thelr dellverance, (2) remove
feor, inferiority complox, ascnse of imlation and correct

the habit of silent mubuisdon to the tyrapay and exploiiation,
{3) organize tho tribala o secure fundamental righis and
democratic/regional rights, (4) to end and nxpose colomial
exploitaton which hos boen tho rect cause of sufferings,

{5) socure priority in mttere of employnent in sdninistrative
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and privete institutions, {6) provont loot of land and
secure restoration of slionnted lends, {7) establish the
rights of tho tribals %o soture admission to sducetional
inctitutions on priovity besio, (8) orgenize workers end
students %o seourc their depands, snd (9) ine%il love and
dovotion for the tribsl culture and forge unity among the
poople end %topeh thez how to gxemi@e their collective

¥ill 2 secure thoeir »izhte, The action prograeme, howcver,
woe Mnited to socuring employment, ond é&miéa&aﬂ to
cincatonel institution mmidst the slegaen for regionslisstion
{oven tribelication) of W loesl a@ziaiétraﬂ@a. Theresi-
wors tio phases in thoe dovalopnment of the BSD, Tha first
frém 1967 to 1969 was ths militant phapae. Violont methods
of struggle %o securc tribol Pights were advoceted, Hestings
and procscoions of the youths armed vith bows and arrows,
phercos and ¢slchration of Biren Day, wm» e modes of

mobd lization. The slogan was Wharkhsnd Hamars Hal, Jharkhand
Larke Lenge, Teer Ke Bal Psr+t {Jharkhend 1s ours and Jharkhand
vi1ll %o won by e fight uith ke force of arrows)., BSD
demnndod creation of separate ntate, expulai.mi of non=
Chetanagpuris, sgraricn feforme and neapares sppinst goney-
lenders. The situsticn beceme voree in 3969. In tho lerch
of that yoar ihe CFH launched a Kaxalbari typs of novaements
Some elomonts of BSD mupportoed 1ta pro«liao »alogans which
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appearid on tho walls of Ranchl town and olsowhore, But
tho movemont under BSD folled to atrike root smong the
Ronchi tribtals, But aftor this the ipfluence of CPH and
the oissionaries grodually waned, BSD plodged itself
play o constiwitional role and adopt peaceful mothods of
struggle. Violent incidents ceased, Tho orpanisation was
undermined by the conflict between the teo foctiona. Some
of the BSD leaders sought rofuge in the All Indis Jharichand
Party and now it functions mainly in the Lndustrial toun
of Jamshedpur. BS5D 15 not o politicel organisation thouph’
1% works in unisfon with Al India Jharkhand Party. It is
painly o soclo-political orgenisation, ang not & politicel
party in absoluto scnse of the term, as it nover conieoted
"' 9o cublen of BSD 15 & thito flag uith a
bow and arrmov cobosed in rod on 1%', There 18 o prescribed

any clection.

code of confiuct in the motter of exchenge of grestingo.
Yhon the nembers of the Dal meet, one ralses hio right hend
strodght up and saouts tJai pdivaesi' {victory for gdivagis),
ond 1t 15 roplicd in tho stmo manner by ralsing right hand
and uttering *Jai Bireat {(victory % Birsa)..n

7%. K. Surcsh Singh, op. £i%., pp.326-28.
72, Pranab E. Daspupts, op. cit., pp.105-06.
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In tha 1567 Gensral zlection not o slngle party
could get majority enocugh to form the governmsnt, The
dominance of Congress Pariy came to an end, Shis wae
followaed by the politics ol coalition end defection., From
1967 to 1969 coalltion povernment was led by Shoshit Dal
and Saemyukta Vidhayak Ual under the Chief Ministership of
Ho.Fe inba, D.P. liishro, &nd B.P. Handal., Defection |
remained the main insirument 4n the toppling geme of
coulition govempent. Jharkhand splinter groups played

ninor role.

1969 Ceneral blect¥on ond accantuation of the g.sali_ticé
of Coalition and Defection: In the 1969 pld-torm clection

ell the gplinter groups of Jharkhand Farty participsted in
the clection. All Indla Jharkland Farty led by Begun
Sumbrai and Jharkhand Purty led by NuoZ. Horo together won
10 seats from the reglon. The formor almost swept the
polls in Singhbhum, I4% won all the geats which were proviously
in 1967 held by Jun Sangh, Congress and GFY, Hul Jharkband
Party flelded 18 cendcidates snong whom 5 won from Sspthal
Fargenas and 2 fron Singbbhum, S0 the Jharkband splinter
groups wars ablo to reguin lost grounds in 1960 midetemm
election. She pondulum owung back to the 156Z position.
Tha Jherkhand splinter proups captured 17 snats and 3,17
lakhs of the valid votes, They cone in¥%o a position to
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further extract concessions but 1¢ 414 not mean that thoy
could return to 1957 position. %Tho decline of the paﬂy
continued,’? In the samc olection Jnarkhend Party end Hal
Jharkhand Party esch von tewo scets 4in the Lok sabha.‘n

The rigo of Jharkbkand Porty ond Bul Jharkhsnd Party chocked
the influsnco of the Consress whieh caie doun from 4,3
percont % 34.5 persent, Jan Sungh sppeared to be '5a potentisl
rivel by winning 17 porcont of the scats. Independent
candidates sscured 14 pareont of e peate., Jhorkbond and
Hul Jharkhond partios wn olnost equal minber of peets
{13.79 porcent).’” (Sce Table-2 cbove snd Tebleefe) Bagun
Sumbral, H.b. Horo and S.K. Bags woere imporient loaders of
gplinter groups who won the election. David Munsml, o selfs
deoi gnated presldent of the ALY India Jharkhond Porty wese
defeated along dih 38 cardidotes noninated by him on bohalf
of the party.

Even in this nid~torm poll of 1969, nono of the party
csuld wWin enourh majority o forn tbe povernment, and thie
occontusted the curlicr politico of dofection and cpslition.

73. K. Suresh Singh, ops cit., Pp«326-34.

The 3hiv Lel), Indlen “lections Since Indopendence
{fiew Delhd, iy Peddl - .

75« Sachchidenond, n.30, p.19.




Politlical Party o, of Seats [lo. of Scotg

von in the von in the

Asgambly ok Sabin
Congress (R) 118 24
Jan Sangh 3% 1
Congress (0) - 8
sanyukte ﬁecial&st Farty 52 5
CFI - £ 5
Praje Soclalisy Forty 18 3
1ok Congrese Dal (LCL) 9 -
Janota Poarty 13 -
Shoohit Dal 6 2
Bharsiys Kranti Dol {BED) 5 1
CFH 3 -
Bul Jharkhend Forty 7 2

811l India Jharkhond Farly 4 -
Jharkhand Party 6 2
Suatantra Porly 3 -
Other Partiss 3 -
Indopondonts 12 -

ROTAL 318 53

Source: Fabandro P. s&n@, cﬁmaﬁu 1n a_Predondnant
&l‘t{ Pm ) W e Pl l -~
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The splinter groups of Jharkhend Party also joined

coulition miniotry which was bound %o be unsteble. From
196¢ to 1971 six cowiition povernments were $nstalled,
turing this pericd of coalition, fdeolopy plaved pinimun
mie. LConflicts stemmins from the ideplogy wers Ly and
large guccessfully resclved through the nethods of excluding
controversial issues by epreeing in advanco upon common
oinfmun programimes shiclving of any nes or unforeseen fasues
Wth potantizlity of wperaveting conllicts, and moving
cautiously by tho é&nafmsusjé Thers wore mainly tio pources
of conflici and tenslonmn that joopardized the stebility of
tese coalition covernments: intre-party dlesensions within
the Congress, and wrangles over miofeterial poaitions emong

tho gualler cosleascin: parties,.

After the nideturn poll fresh offorts were made to
affect sn allianc: betscen the various splinter proups of
eretvhile Jharkhand Party. Om Prabash Rajpasria tho goneral
pacretary of All Indla Jharkhand Party sos asked to moko o
unity move which 4in due course d4id materlalise, One %Jharkband
Legislative Farty® on the basla of working alliance was formed

76. ‘sbendfa.Pratep 3ingh, gp. Clb., Pp.75-76.
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% give support to the coalition governnent end extract
concessions, N.L. Hore was made education minister in

the Congress led minfatry. But within sixz weecks thisg
ministry was topplod and president rule wag impcaéé for

the sccond time. It i85 noteble thmt splinter groups gave
énppart to conlition govermmentis on the conditicns that
government will sct up 3 etotutery regionel boarde for
Chotanageur and Santhael Parpanes with complete sutonony
whdch could take indspendont decisions in matters rolated

to educstion, employment, appnim:éent of vice-chancellors,
and wel fare of its people, and development of the ares,

Tho Jbarkhand legl slature partymen were meking consistent
efiorts to exert pressure on Borihar Singbh ministry to glve
concretc shape %o ithe proposals and termg of canﬁitians of
support. Horeover, they prossed the demsnd for the creation
of Jharkhand stsle by presping logleslly that if there could
be Hapalond and EKhesias Jeitise Hill States, there wis no
reagen why there should not be 8 @eparste Jharkband gtate
in Bihar for the tribuls on cultursl,; lingulstic and
geographical grounds, 7This cosnlition ministry led by
Barihar Singh was slso toppled on 20th Jume 1969, because
Jharkhand snd Tul) Jharkband parties along with othero
ermased the floor during voting In the agsembly on tho budpet
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domand for the aninal husbandry ;ﬁapar%am.?? This was
followed by s installation of Samyukta Vidhayak Dal {3VD)
ministry led by Lok Congress Dal {LCD) leeder Bhola Paswan
Shastrl, on June 22, 1969, The Jbarkhand partles participsted
in it, Soon the ¢loments of f{ission appesrod, The 10 mombar
Jharkhand and All Indias Jhorkbhand Party expelled two of i%s
tiembers who were ministor in Shastri government, and densnded
their replacement by froch nominecs., Congress was $rying

% topple the SVD minlotry through defectlon ognd SYD wae
aleo trying % defoct the (ongress members within 1ts fold
by luring then with oinioterial posts., It was at thig
Junsture that 7 membore Hul Jharkhand Pardy after oxtracting
an agourance from tho Ghiof Hiniaster for setting up &
regional plamning and Tevelopment Board for Chotanagpur

and Santhal Parzonan reglon, dscided o join the governmont,
but Jan Sengh & coalition partner 614 not want to include
Bul Jherkhand Party in tho ninistry pereciving %t %0 be a
goparatist organization. Bhola Paswan Sheotri, the Chief
Hinistor could not pleasco tho Jon Sangh which in turn withdrew
1%z support reducing the ruling SYD government to & minority.
Bhola Pasuan Shastri rooignod and thst wasz foliowed by the
prasident?s rle, though tho assenbly was not dssolved,

77 L.P. Vidyarthi end K,l. Sebay, op. cit., pp.i05-06,
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The opiit in the Congross ereptod confusion in the politices
of Bihar, New Congress lod by Darcge Frasad Ral formed
coaliticn govornmant in which both the Jhorkhend parties
and the Bul Jherkhapd Party along with others participated,
4% this time Jharkhand Party snd Hul Jharkbhand FParty
maaigml&teﬂ the ueakgega of Bal govermment % get maxinun
| ﬁmmher of tbeir part# mombors nominated oo mindstors, This
ministry alse collapeed duc @ defection of coalition
partnors on Dogesber 18, 1970.7C Aftor the collopse of
DeP» Ral ministry, Ssoyukta Scelalist Porty {55P) Chalrman
Earpoord Thokur formed the nou SVD coslition mintatry on
Docember 22, 1970, whose partners smong others wac aloo the
Hul Jharkhand Party. But tho sinor coelition partners
‘brought about the fall of ministry wWithin 160 doys. Desplte
roconuondation for tho Prosident®s Rule by the outgoling
Chiof Rinister Korpoori Thakur 1t wes not imposed, Bhola
Paguan s@has‘sﬁ‘ win egain givon opportunity to form the
povernment, %This tne he sloo got the support of Horp led
Jbarkhend Party. %his govormment resipgned to pavo the way
for tho fresch asseobly clectlon in Pebrusry 1972, %The
rosignation of Shastri poverrment was followed by the

78, Mohepars Pratap Singh, op, cil., Pp.75-96,
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prostdentts Mule.’’ So during this porfod (196671} tho

Jharkhand Farty splintor groups played the role of ‘woights'
o $ilt tho balaneo either in fovour of the ruling coalition
goveranent or in that of the opposition to topple it,

objeetive conditions of the Jbarkband Movement wore presont,
and thore wore spurts and there wis even & sustained rhythm
of the movemen$, thore vas no unified political system,

The structure of the Jharkhand Party had been fragmanied;
parent body hod broken wup 4int amallor pertics formed by
tribal sub-othnic groups, The Jherkhand Hovenent wes 1iko
o splinterod glass., Thoro wao & movement but ne componite
;&rty.m thatever splinter groups wore there, thslr
popularity continued $0 wone gradually, vhich iz ovident

- from the abovo election rogults, This trend continued in
the coning oloction too.

On the ove of 1972 Genersi Election Congroas had
become very populer. Puople in general end tridals &n

79. R.C. Prasad, “Social Polarisation and Politiesl
Instability®, in Iqbul Barein {ed.), State Pelitics

0. K« Surosh Siﬂ_gb. g&%’ Pe323.
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particular in ihe Jharkhond roglon attributed Indla's
victory in Bangladesh to the leadership of the Congross,
This lod Congreass to win o spectacular success in 1972
sloetion. Asbout 39 porcent of the 29 roscrved soats wen$

%0 it. The mumber of sutcoscful independont candldstes
swolled Yo 24 poreent, Thoe position of Jbarkhond and Hul
Jharkhand parties wvens down. ﬁnly 10,3 perocunt and 3.4
percent of the seate wero socurcd by thoss parties

faégswﬁx 9iye. %he CFX a’iaé pecured ong aaet.m £ho
Jharkhond Party splintor groups polled 3.6 lakh votes ond
captured only 7 seuts in the eonorbly, while Congresg
capturad 47 sonte cut of 79 fron Chotanagpur aod Santhal
Parpones reglon. So %he Congress swept the polls in tﬁhal' |
areap of Biber., This trend inslcsted the grouwlng integratian
of the tribal into All Indis political system. At ks

- the statosman oboerved otids clearly indlceted repudiation
by the sdivasia of the Jharkband Pertyts demand for a8 peparate
ptate of Chotanagpur v th Santdal Pargm&ﬂgw In the Lok
Sabba All Indis Jhaxkbhani Party could sond one cmndidate

in 1971 olecticn, {Sce Toblee2 above &né Tablo-7,)

_—

82, B. Buresh Singh, op. cite, Pe33h.



Folitlcal Party fo. of Scats

Ho. of Sosts

won in the won in the
Asoenbly in 1ok Sabha in
1972 Blection 1971 Coneral
Election
gonmgrans (R) | 167 39
Congroess {0) 30 3
Socislist Party 33 2
Jan Sangh 25 2
CFI 35 5
Swatentyw Party -
411 Indle Jharkhand Porty S 1
Bibar Prant Eul
Jharkband Party 1 -
Prograecsive Ml Jharkhandg 1 -
Hinduotani Shosghit Dal 2 -
Other Fartiss &
Indeopondentss 18 i
318

FOTAL

53

Sourco: Indlie, Election Gomnionion Eoport on
Fifth General Tleotion in Indla 197172

{How Dalbi}, pp.100 & 159
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Towvards the nid ond lote geventien the Jharkhond
Party and its various gplinter groups roma

ned passive
political channel, H.Bs Hovo presonted two memorandung,

one in 1973 and other {n 1975 % tho Prinme Hinioter Indirs
Gondhi. Doopite fraogmentation, the Jharkhand Party splinter
groups sought the support ot All Inaia level for tho
formation of s suparate state in the context of retionsl
re-organisntion of the ststes. On Seytmﬁar 10, 1974, threc
regional partion, vis., Heba Vidwrbbe Scngharsha Samddd,

tho Vishal Herysnn Poardy end Jhorkhand Party jointly
proposed 0 hold & convention of all tho reglonal partiszs
in Indla o chalk out & progranne for reorganization of

the states, Tho splitting up of the biggor states becans
necegsary sccording to the opokesmen of this party W
elininste roglocsl imbalaneces and ceononie backwardnons,

The creation of sinilar ctotos would strengthen the country

ceonorieally and politically, 1t was atreaeamsa

It 1977 Genoral Eloction, H.E. Horo supported Conpross
of Indirs Gandhl and oo hoe suffored ho anti-Indirs wave,
He wap defecpled in tho contost for the Lok Sabbe seat, though
he could elect tws machors of his party to thoe stato assombly.

83, Ide, Pe332.
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Begun Sombral was supported by Jenata Party e he won the
Lok Sabhe seat and s wug AL, Boy of Harxiet eo-ordination
Comnittee, The Yl Indis Jhorkband Parily returned one
pember to the state agoombly. {Table-8,)

In 1980 mid~torm clecton Hore won Lok Sabha peat
for the Jharkhand Party Irom Khunti constitueoncy. Bagun
Sunbrol wn on Janata Party ticket from Singhbhun dletrict,
Both the leaders due to their poroonsl influences in tholr
rospoctivae constitioncios could win Lok Sabka oonts, But
iheir respsctive politicsl partios, vie,, Jharkhand Farty
and All Indie Jharkhand Party could nwot wipn eny oeat in the
aspembly in 1930 .slection, The Jbarkbang '?arzy gplinter
groups have been totally eliminated from the politicol
ccene in ®@ie stats politics of Biber and they no longer play
any major 'palzticai role, {Zaeble=9.} Poro led Jherithand
Party has confinod itc cetivitles only %o the pstitions and

menorandans.

A& study of voting behoviour in this tridbal region
rovealed that Juyarkband Porty and its various splinter
groups aro loosing thelr base in tho reglon. Other parties
iike Congress, Jen Sspgb ond CPFI have entered into the region.
The Jdhorkband Party has fsiled to put forward 1te stond ase
the champion of e poors. The spiit of tho party into
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SABLE=8
Bsaa &SS&“BT AND LOK SABH)

Political Party Ko. of Seats Ho. of Scats

BEET BEE
Janate Party 218 52
Congress 57 .
CPY 21 -
PR X -
Socialist Unity Contre
{suc) 1 -
Jharkhand Party 2 -
511 Indla Jharkhand Party 1 4
Semyukta Soclalist Porty 1 -
Bhartiys Lok Fontric Dal 1 -
Bul Jharkband Party - -
ngg;gghmméinaﬁoa . ;
Independents 18 -
TOTAL 32 55

TR No. of aasambly seats and Lok Sabha soats were
increased from 318 to 324 and from 53 to 54
respectivaly in thio election,

Sources
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BIHAR :sssgmm AHD_LOK. SABHA

Political Party  Ho. of Seats Ho. of Seats
hosobly . Lok Sevhe
Gongress (I) e 3
smreas {uy 14 L
Janata (8) Baj Barsd m 1 5
Junats Party (Cheran Blngh) 42 | -
Jharkhend Fuktl Horehe {JH) 13 -
cPI 23 b
] 6 -
Harz et Co-ordination |
Committee (HCC) 1 $
Forward Bloc 1 -
Bhartiys Janata Party 21 -
Janata Farty 12 8
Jherkband Porty (Horo Group) - 1
Indopendents 20  }
20TAL 321 54

HOTE: Blection was counter manded in 3 conetitucncles
of Blhar assumbly. Dlection was held for 32%
constituencios,

Source: G.G. Birchandent, g o Bl ne
{How Dalhi: ?ﬁsaa ‘Absy ¥ s PP» 3
s.s. Ghatuﬂm Qhe eventh Lok Sabha
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difforont groups %o olep o ceusa for the shifting of

pceoplets cholce to othor partica, particularly to the
congmaeﬂich gagorly wonted to win thoeir favour. %Though
the Jharkbend Party still enjoys the confidonce of va
tridbals oo the party lenddoro belong to tho tribal communities,
but 1% L8 no longer o suprone party for them., Thoy have
b’agan: o doub% isa bana-ﬁées.%

wdicallisation of Priba ?elitzaa and Rise of Indecpondent

: Horxigt Orpanisations: Durisg 1970-75 the Jbarkhond lovement
beceno passive under Jharkband Porty ond its various splintor
groupe. So indcpendent lord et groups came shesd to gpearw
heod tho movement undor whonm thoe tribal politics becone

somevhat radicel. This redienlicstion of tribal politice
wae duo S0 the following facloras. Firoct was the apgrarien

- factor in the tribel situation. Thoe Jhorkhoend Party in its
conp¥d tutional r™le ao o regloncl party bhad played dowvn the
agrarian issuc. %Rbe agrerian situation had become woOIrso.
Incidonces of slionatlion of land belonging to the tribale
had shown upward trend, Unesployment of tribal aducatod
youthe, construction of induotriel comploxes like Bokore
Steel Plont, snd alsplacepcnt of tribals from thelr lond,

84. Sachchidenond, B.30, p.76.
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their nop-sboorption into tho indusirial culture wore
inotrumental in radd enlising tho movoment. Though thoro

vas some devolopment in the Sribal roglon but 1% wos on

8 swmall scsle than elscvhere and 1% woo outetripped by
rising sopirotions among the now generation of the tribal
conmunity. The participation of o seetion of tridbal loadere
phip in the ytmnt no dbubﬁ roculted $n dlatinet
ipprovenont in sono watters, MNore tribale were empleyed 4n
tha admintetretion, the quoto rosorved for thae woo by and
large filled, more scttention wae pald to thelir rogion mnd
thore wos also & large fiow of funds, But evidently this
wao nodt onough. %The Concus of 1971 disclosed o alarming
otats of affairs. The percentage of the tribasc in the
population of the dintricts of tribel Bihor had charply fsllen.
This wae not Gue to slow grouth of tribal population, but
bacouse of heavy influx of pesple Ifyon othor parts of Bihar
ond aijoining states. Sceond, this radicalisation was éuo
influsnce of the Haxalito llovement., Thero uas inf{ltoration
of extremiot dlanento in the tridal orpgenisstlon ond entry
of leftist perties in the roglon in s big woy. The latter
had generally kepi themsclves out of the trival politics
and thelr i{nterceis had beon limited to %he scction of workers
engogod in mining and induastrion, The left orientation to
the tribal politico mopnt & grost strosns on the politienl
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cducation of tho workers end agrariasn fssues, linking up
of local and All Indla pa’iit&es, violence and militaney of
the means and & botier organisntion. There was aled &
comnitment by A1l India leftist partice to the concept of
$ritel asutonony ap distinct from thet of tho formation of o
tribal ;. stete. 3Zhird, asc %o politicsl charactor of the
Jharknond recedod inte the bockground, the sgrarien cspost
cime inte prominence. The former politicsl slogan of 2
gepsrate stato was not given up but 1t had weskoned and
there wes grest siress on tho naturs and consequences of
oxploitation, igolation and mogleoct, Thero was & botter
artliculated demand for zore dominant role for the tribels
and othor Chotanapgpuris in the roglonal administration,
bettor oducational facilitles and more cmployment opportunities,
There wore sleo dcmand for restoration of sliematod lands
ond proviglons for legel and fnstitutional safeguards to

protect tribal interosto and %o end all forms of exploﬂ.tatian.es

In 1969 8inod Bibard ﬁemagé? nwas emerging as an
f{oportant loador of the detribalised *hurmi?! caste 4n

85. K. Surech Singh, op. ci%., PPe323~24.

86, Binod Bihari leh% 12 o lavyer snd %rade unfonist.
Ho 16 also a lender of 'kurmi' enste, but ho got
_intograted with the $ritels of the rauglon due to
hio long associctfon vith them. harliier he belongod
o OFH but was expellcd from e party dug to bip
oxtrenist viows,



232

~ Hesaxibagh eond Dhanbad d otricts which wero mot until thet
$ine among ¢he strorgholds of Jharkhand Movemont, The
ccononic conditions of both the tribal and backward caste
(kurmi) was almost tho pane. They vory often formed joint
fronte to fight againet the exploiters under the influcnce
of Bazalites, B.B. Uahto orgeuived *thivajl Samajt im 1971
and first of all startod soctiel roforms among the locsl poor
people of ‘kurmi* capte, Spoclal cophesle was g‘ine’a on the
 rostorstion of slicmtod lends to the peoples of tribal
communit e and backward coates belng Moplaced in the wake
of repld infustriglisation of the reglon. The Shivajl Semay'
aleo highlighted tho backwardnsss of the gturdy poasant
conmmnity and syught %o removs it by forging sllionce with
Sentbals, Tho rooult of this allisnce was the formation

of tJharkhand Mukti Morcha® (JIII) unier the loadorship of

| 88 -
Shibu Soren,57 B.5. Mshto ond Sadenand Jha.  JMI also got

87. Sbibu Soren Lo o com of s Santhal farmer who uwss killed
by tbe nz.omﬁanﬁer: Since thonm he jolined tho wiruggle
egainot exploitors. He claims t bo a Harxigt but he
hag not read Horzist litcrature and has no leftist boacke
ground, He is conasiderod % be tDhesam Curu' and Chando
Bonga {the Groatest Cod). He i & charliomatic leadors.

It 12 sloo propagatcd that he has supernsturpl power. It
ic seld thai ho ercases tho river on motoreycle, is not
burnt by the fArc; dives into the pond and comes out
through some hole somewhere in the earth, bBullot cannot
pierce his body and 50 oh. It 15 alad propegatot that
ndirs Gandhi has given him licence to rule thia part

of Jnorkband torritory. Surprioingly not only somo tribal
officiels of the state but also some others are very soft
towards this oxtreniet lesdor and let him bhave hisg way.

8s. K. Suresh ﬁ.n@, Lb. é %e 5 P.329,
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sapport of Harid ot Co-ordination Committes {HCC} led by
AsKe aay,sg because by thio tloe the influsncs of the
copmunints from t%ieaf. Bengal Began to increase, A.K. Boy
and Ismamuel Hal Ehan asked the $ribal pessanto and the
vorkero of the reglon %o Join the i1ssue together and fight
o atteln a scperate Jharkhand stato and end exploitation,
S0 in the eurly seventies cignificont developments took
place under the leadership of JMM and NCC., The Jharkhand
Hovement betsme mags basod draviag suppart from both the

tribals and non-%ribal peassnts and wrkara.ge

The J53 combined in its operations elements of
agratrion radiceliss and cultural revivaliem. The tribals
ungor its leadership forcibly harvested the erop standing
on their laﬁéaa whlch ware 11logally occupled by the money-
lenders and landlords. %The Horcha 'alm lsunched operations
19 recover allenatcd londs fyom them and in this process

89, A.K, Boy earlior balonged %o (FIt but he was
ozpelled from the pardy for his extremist viowe.
Since then be loid the foundstion of Harxdst
Go~ordination Committeo with hsadquorter at
Phanbad., He bolorngs Yo colliery Kamgar Union
and bo hes ness following in the collieries
of Dhanbad district. He clolms to repregent
the CPM at dlstriet level, but actually CF e
opposed to his activities,

90, Ghonsshaysm Pardeci, ops eit., p.%.
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nany incidants of arcon and ourders %took place in the region.
JdiH got support from the Hul Jhorkband Party and i¢ olso
supported Prime Minlsterts 20-point economic programme, Tho
Senthals of Hosaribagh, Girid&ih end Thenbad fomed common
front with those of Santhol Pargenss.”’

_ JEY panliszed that waln reason for the lndobledness
of tribal peasantso and workors s liquor for which they
are entrapped in ©e clutchos of the monoylonders who &n
turn eharge axorbitont rate of interost. Side by side the
action agoingt exploiters, the JHM also turned fnward @
rodesn the opprosgsed fyom thelr own wesnknoss. Ons such
weakness wes liquor, The JI! succesded in boycotting liquor
in the rural arcas. Ono of tho slogan rzised by Jif! xas
Xalali Toro, Jharkbhand Chorot! (Smach the liguor chops and

quit Jharkhsnd). They could force the rocaleitrant Bihar

govoranent {shich ecarned M8 crores as exelss duty by
kocping the tribal addfeted to the liguer) % ban thio

M quor in rursl Dhanbad in 1976,

The porcha also tried to combat Llliteracy both
among the adultes and children, Funds for thia was ralsed
fron amonz the villapers themselveas, 'Akl4 Akhalles? the

91. K. Suresh Singh, op. cit., P.329.
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local name for the night achool had, aport from making

the $ribals literatoy; other political role to play. Unlike
the educetion in’ modern institution which only increased
the dopendency of the oppressed on the system, JiIi{%s schome
-was for Mburoting the young pilitant sotivists ond all the
peasents by cducating then the reacson for thelr age old
migorien, helping thom W i&anﬁtfy e resl snenics and
ﬁ@tﬁng egainat the opproscors and ex;;}.oi‘c&m.gg

BHorchs sloo reaiised the need for crodit inst! tutions.
‘thxz govermment as ususl 84 not holp then {tribals] to their
exzpoetotions. $ho people under JU devised indigenous
inotitutlons. pvery villags sed up its own Grein Jolep
{Bonks) from vhere e needy peasents could borrow groin
durlng lean geasons. 9Tho interect rate is nominel., Through
cunpaipgn and pursustion, e Vorchs activists could also
reduce extravagensse on marriages and othor soeisl ceromontas.
II:n saleaiad pockets b ales introduced collesctive farmming.

JI21 aleo revived ancient $ribal govcrnment, *Bafshit
{People*s court} functions ao a ¢ourt without feoe and heore
simple cagses for spesdier Justice. local mmylameré and

92¢ Hahajan end Iyer, YA Preliminary Roport on Agraﬂan
Yovement in D gnﬁmiﬂg flational lLab GPG ur Inoil

Bulletin, vol.1, Mo,
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Jandlords can al a0 bo gued in those ecourto and can de
puntehod 1f founa guilty.”

- So & pew thrust on ograrian prollema, wore militant
strug ple agalnat the roneylemders and thedr allles (usually
government officials) and amphacio on socdal reforms are
the dtstinet foaturos of o Jharkhand Movemont under JMi,

Jharkhond allfance: The JMM amd HCC sttompted %o set the
things in o correct porspective, ‘m 83 %o zake *Jharkhand
allienss? betwsen the peasmis and workers posaiblo. 4
Jhsrkhand according to JI21 and 1CC is & porson who produces
irrogpective of caste, cresd and religion. Sonversely a
tatkut i3 a pormn vho exploits. Since thon workars and
psascanta participated in tho atmuggle shoulder to shoulder
sghivast oxploltation and $5 win & geparate Jharkhend slate,
Yorkers ond Poaswnto becane parss of 'Jharkhond olliancet
ond united Xorcha boegsn %0 Lo hold Wlth tke nlogon 'Lalkbhand
Jharkhand' {Red aroa, forest eres}. Red flag {MCCYs flag)
vas placed by tho clde of Creen flag (JIM's flag), The
mober of perticipants i¢n the procession and demonstration
rooc to 50,000, The slogan ‘Jhsrkhand is surs, go back
diima"’, bogon to bs ochoed all arcund. The drese of Jbarkhend

L

93, &« Surosh Singh, ops £if,, P.330.
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becais to orcate Lolkhand., Joint demonstrations wore
gostures whish helped bridpo tho gop between the workers
and peasonts.

dharkhand Divao (Jherkbond Day) was celobrated on
February &, 3??3 vl sh vas 'fdllamﬁ by a long mcasﬁéa
of armed poascnts snd eoTikers. Ehecuraged by this JIN
boeame aasertive and odvlined ﬁné t?ibalé to for&biy wt
the erops froo the lands which they cultive ted but right
over wvhich ﬁaé usurped by the lendlords and woneylonders,
Most affected arcss wers Giridih, Thanbed and Hacaribogh
districts, Im Pirtaur lardlords npened fire on the tribals
s 1974, Tho tribado rotslisted snd twe landlords dled,
Police roprossion followod in the entire region. Theo
landlords and moneylenders chapgoed tho mothod of thely
attack, They deocided %o finish off the leaders, so they
golloborpted with the government to epply now nethode Yo
chock tho tribel pessan® ond worker's uprisimgs. A.K. Roy
was arvesied. D.B. lebto woo fdlaely impliea&aﬁ?%irt@r
caco {in which o police ingyector was kidrepped and killed
cubseguently by the tribuls of Toptonchi ip Dhanbad dfstrict),
cltbouph Lo was attending the office of Dhenved Zils Parigbad
in bis capaclity as o mombor. Somu antiesocial olcmento
ikilled Sadapsnd Jba, undar whose leadership tribale amd
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wrkerse bad paralyscd Gomoh rallway atation and trancport

on G.T. Rosd to props tho demand for cmployment of local
people in the rallwaoy, ete, Sadanund came into conflict
with Kalysn 5ingh a Congrosmman and the loader of hoodlums
in the region. Aftor Jha's murder, Kalysn Singhtg house

wao urnt which was followed by massive repression by the
polico againet the workers and pessgnts, An award of

Bse 10,000 was placed on Shibu Sorents head, In spite of
roprossion by tho police Shibu Soren led an 8 mile long
procesoion consisting of about 30,000 poasents snd workers
armed vith bowe and Ma ant ghorgoed Deputy Comminsionerts
offico at Dhanbad 83 2 protest agsinst B.B. Habhto'o srrest.
he roflway strike in 1674 further strengthened tho unity

of poesante and workars, Gony reflway wrkers rai‘cea out

of thafr quartors in Dhanbad and Gomob took sholter with

the peapants ond colliery workors, %ho mtionalization of
coal mineo also contributed to this unity. After nationallw
gation goondoian in tho colliorics greatly inercased under
the auaspices of Indian lational Trade Unlon Congress {INTUC).
Hany workers lost thelr jobs and so poasent snd workers agalin
came ecloaer to fight 1%, In fact a situation hed nover boen
reachod whers trade union struggle could load a peagant
péruggle wnd peasant stmggle could sustaln trade unien
gtruggle. In 1974-75 harvost was marked by & largo number
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of cleshes, as tribal poasents intensified thely struggle
ageinst lexd lords and menoylemders. %The movemont under

JHi also sproed to meighbouring Santhal Pargenas and Yeot
Bengal. %he losders of the strugnle alo took part &in all
tho democratic propraves of the movenent under Jail Prakash
Rarain in 1974 under tho banner of *Janavaé! Sengram Samitit
of vhich Shibu Soren?s brothor was comvanor, They mainmtained
thoir indopendence of Jon Sangh dominaled *Jan Sangharshs
Samiti?, Soon tho omorpency wao ¢laimped snd it belped

the propertiod cluss and government to rafes the bogoy of
Haxalites and ocond Ceniral Reocrve Police Fereo [(CRPP),
Border Sscurity Porco {BSF) and Bihar Military Force (UNP)
into the arca to defond the monsylendsrs and lendlords.

Be.B. lighto and Shidu Soran were put behind the dars undoer
fiaintenance of Intermal Security Act? iﬁISk).%'

In 1977 Gepcral Dlection Jamta party came int
powsr which had ito influcnce on Bilar state assably
election %o, In thioc zssembly clection ECC was partner
fin the United Pront compricing Revolutionary Socialist Farty
(RSP} ond Porward Bloc. Thoy hed put together 60 candidetes

94, Arwied Harayan Dag, "Struggle of Vorkers and
Feazanta®, ﬁ?%, 1 Kereh, 1975, Pe3Bhe
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for the cleetion to the ammuy.gs For Lok Sabha <lection
A«E, Roy hinmoclf comtosted slection from Dhanbad conastd tuency
and due %o ths oupport of Janate Party he won. There was
Qa--apamtian botweon a.a.%eﬁ e and Jenala !’art‘y;%
{Rablo=8 above,) Shibu Sorcn was by this time freed from
the Juil, He along With hie followcra jJoined the rullng
Janata Party. SZo ho loft his previous neasiani soal to
pureue %the caume, slowly Jiill, like Jharkhond Party aloo
became insctive, The ismie of & Jharkhand stato flssled
out,

onwards the Hovemont for a acparato Jharkbend state began

on g united front besio. %his united front comprised %he
Horo led Jnarkhand Party, KCC, Ji1gi, CPYI-KL {SHS), Birsas

Seva Dal, Jharkhand Hualim Horeha, Hul Jbarkband Perty,
Revolutionary Soclialist Party and Congress, The United
Front bad 20 leaders all jomportant and influentisl in thelr
rospective arcas, however, snall., Ths siruggle under United
Pront may be called a third importeont pericd of the Jharkhand
?hvéaeat end tribal politics. The main characteristice of

?5. 51\17351, w’ ?P'M.
96,  Shivlel, 0,37, pp.S~1t.
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this period was further involvement of the masses in the
movament, The movement under United front bescamc $wo
dimenoiomal -« {a} political battle for the Jharkhand state,
apd (b) economic war agsinot the exploiters. In this
gerzea‘ mone of tis constituent organisation of the front
wao in & buf? %o get & soparate state, The purpose of the
sovemont wss 3o haip sho oppressed magsos treln tiemsolves
in ihe pacs-sbirugzloes Shibu Soren sald, ®Even 1f Jnarithend
stato does not come inlo bLeing in my life why should I be
bothered®, Our first concern is to chasc euasy tho bBloodw
suckers end help ths people lond & respettable, quite and
fraternal 1ifo%. LK. Doy of MCC whbo $8 exporimenting w1t
the spplication of Merxism-leniriss %o e trital situation
in Tharbad ares sald $hat Jharkhand Kovement s {mportant
bovaups *the emancipetion of the working class is imposddle
unless it is linked with the eepirations of sudiugated
nstionclitios of Chotcnagpur®, She primary sim of the
movamont under upited front was liberation fron tho econonmis
ciplodtation av lorng az ths separste state of Jharkhond is
sot attained, It wis 3 movsoont for pelidesl Jharkhand
and not territoriel Jhorikband, though thie alm wis nevor o
e loat sdght of. It uep not Mat until Jharkhand $o ottained
the liberation from exploitation should bo postponeds. Vhet
they {constisuent pollticel orgauizations of the united
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front) would do as governrent vhen Jharkhand is attained,
ghould meanwnile be done by the masse stmggle.w The
united agltation took all forms of mass siruggle from
| hungers étrike, sit=-ino, mano-rallies and ghersos %o
conforences of intelloctuals, mootings end propaganda.
The slogen under united front for Jhzrkhand was "Give mo
blood and T will glve you fresden®.”® Turirg Jenate rule
there had been four highlights of thies sconomde struggle
 sgainst exploitation - agitotion apaingt offorestation
policy, Jungle fato prograorme f© recisim the fresh lond
for cultivation In Binghblum, agitation esgoinst forest
proéur t purclisae policy in Renchi, aglteticn to reslore
Iands to the tridbalo pgrabbed by moneylenders in Sunthnl
Parganas, ond agitation agalnot public sector projeets under
construction in Singtbbunm end Renchi, For the first time
thoos ismies sav magses of pevple organise in ke area on
mase seale. Janeta govarnmant in order %o limidate the
movenent in Jharkhand rezion pursued $4s well tosted policy
of annihilstion and socimilation. On e one hand 1Y packed
the Jharkband raglon with CEPR, BSF and BHP and gave them
free hand to fryrly desl, % use the Chiol Ministorvg phrose,

ST arun Sicha, 22,_ _Cé&. P?ué&é‘*‘}gg

98, Gatll Omvedt, "BihareJhoarkhang Fovexont®, Third
rla t.mz {Eau Dalhi), R1-22 mtmbszumer,
s Pe.
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dth enti-sociol end anti-nationnl clemsnts®, snd on the
other, it set up threc sutonomous development authoritles
for Horth Chotenagpur, South Chotsnogpur and Senthal
Porganas whose Chairmen were Janate leaders, and who
openly backed the Gemend for a scparate ptate of Jherkhand,
thile the palicy of scssimilation succoedod to some oxtond
but 1% nioorebly £d led to appease 'thé masmé gnd thelr
leaders, For (howm tho atuete 1ot loone its armel forces
vhich liberally used thelr weopona, atitacked villages,
arrssted oundreds of tribals, pluniercd willagoa ond
humilio ted defonceless tribal womonfolk.”’ The Harsis
understanding of tribals cause oimed et o unity batueen
workErs and peasants wWiihout having a cleanrsight of the
politdical question, f.c. tho @moation of power both at the
local, state and oll Indta lovel. ¥hio allowed the lcaders
of the Uuitod front %o align themeolves with the 21l Indls
porties with no ideslogical commitment either to abolish
capitalion or to solve socio-aconomic probleme of the
tribala. | |

From early 1979 tw uer developoonis ook place,
First, the tribaele of the lorih Bihar %hough cuiside the




bk

periphery of proposed state of Jharkhand, came under ithe
banner of *Uttrachal Bhartiys Adivani Semiti? sgalnst tho
opprossion of the landlords and police on March 21, 1975,
This organisstion supporting e separation of Jherkhand

led 2 denonstration uhich Jater turned into & rally in Patm.
$ha 3I0=-point charter of demand thet $he demonotrators
sabmitted to the Stato governnent corcarned mainly wish

the strocities agninst the poors in Chotansgpur and North
Bilar., 7The demand for & separste state of Jharkhand wes
23rd in number in ths charter, 100 Seecond, alien landlords

and other vested intercsts vho earlier opposod the movement

tooth and noil came in active mupport of e Jharkhand
otate. Landlords like Baoant Horaln Singh of Ramgarh joined
tho Horcha.

racks in Jharkhand Alllance: In the beglaning of cightlos
eracks 'bagan to develop within the Jharkband Hovemont, ond
Jherkband ellisnce betuecn MOC and Jiit, The difforences
uore ideological and to some extent they also stemmed fron
thoe personalities of Shibu Soren, A.KE. Roy and B.B. Mohte.
& section of peasantry bocame mors and more susplcious of

the wrking class. The once dlscarded slogan of driving

100, Ibid., p.550.



away the outsiders including the workers asgein surfacod

in pone quarters, Hoy thinks that workers in the {ndustrial
towns of Ihanbad, Jamshedpur snd Bokaro slould lesd o
diboration movement in Jharkhand, why not pessantery. Thin
i5 where the differonces have arlsen botwesn Shibu Soven
end A.E, Boy. Shibu Soren s a fimm believer in the
revolutionary role of the peasantry and this bellef grew
stronger &5 the wrking cless incresaingly aﬁgpte;& & pidtle
elosg attitude towards the movomont. ZThat apart, the
widening galf betwuon $he {ncomes of Induatrisl sorkors

and agricultural labourers aleo proved detrimentsl to tho
alliasnce, This docs not moon that il the vorkers sre in
the came eatogory. Some workors ere tore gainfully coployed
than others. Yhore are sone workers who are in the state
of groat nigery, not only do tho cmployors cxploit them,

but thelr own brethern wbo control lobour market and have
become honchmen of tho nonsgement, hamag m@. Such workors
are closer %o the tribal peasente and thoy joined them to
golcbrate the Jharkhand iﬁig&s on February &4, 1973,‘92 R}t
15 much more nilitant and 1t han atitracted pecple belonging
to the lowsr ptrata of tribsl sccieties, It has been trying

101« Ghanshoysm Pordesi, "Jharkhand IIY canaagmncea _
of Imadequate Underctonding®, [ainstreas {How Delld),
9 sugust, 1980, p.30,
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% meke ths movenent broodebsscd and so 1ts sctivities

- aro mainly outoide tho legiclsture. Its maln thrust is
consolldstion of tho 8alits ond soctelly backuards. A.E.
Boy's view i that typicolly tribal mocla) and economic
 protlens ara not covcrod by any conventionsl Marxist class
analysis. Combining the class and soclial question to bdufld
& movomont of the dalits has nov become the MCG's object.
4.8, Toy 12 oloo aware of e organisational limitations of
JiZ1 and the fact of its belnpg axposed to various oztorms)
pulls and preseurss. This bocemo cvident when JI gplit
botwesn the pro-communioto and dg&iat on the eove of 1980
&asmiy election. Shibu Sorem dié not clarify hio otend
but pecmed % be more close to tho rightiste who come W o
ﬁmée with Congress-1 through slectorsl slliance in the
aasaably olections much against the wishes of A.K. Roy ana
B.8. Hahto sho duo to thoir left idenﬁiy aro opposed to
tho Congrasn-I gentral and nate‘gﬂarmw&a. There are
~also 1deologicol differences with regard %o NHaxalites and
Harijans. The Prime Hinfster Indira Gendhi by winning over
Shibu Soren {az émyaaa has won over post tribal leaders)
sought %o mutraizoe N.E, Toy wibo derives his pupport from
the Santhele and thus & fuso the demend for & soporats
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During 1980 mid=tern poll for the Lok Sabho, Jomta
and Congress-I condidates von fron most of the Lok Sobha
constituenciea of this Jharkhond reglon. During this
clection Shibu Soren &eclared 3hat he will support that
party shich in twrn w1l oupport the creation of puporate
Jbarkbind gtate. He wn from Dumks from HGC platforn ond
heke Roy won from Dhanbad censﬁ tuoncy 09 an i#ﬁagméeaﬁ.‘w
In Bibar state asscobly election of the same yoor, HGC
along vith Forward Bloc could win only two poate, $he
GG actually won only ono geat, By the ®imo of this clocHion
JiZ1 hod become guito influential in the Jparkbhand region
o much go that it defcated 3 Congrosse«I candidaloes though
o the baals of electoral alllance, Thse fongroos-T 414 not
oprose JII! candidatoo in othor 9 congtituencios, I3 flolded
3?7 condidates for ihe acewmbly out of vhich 13 candldcles
WO h. 104 {See fable~9 above,} The main reasons for Conpress-)
and JiM alliange waro, first, Jii1 hod become quits popular
ané influentinl &n somo pockets of Jnarkbaend region ond the
Prine Linister Indirs Gandnl favoured elactoral alllaneco for

103, S.X. Chaturvodl, b2 Seventh lok Sebha Flection -

An %&E&s of Pcoplove Verdict (Kempur, 19B1),
PP .

10k, G.C. Hirchendani, Lescmbly Blections 1980
{iew Delbhd, 19813, Pelsls
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{rmodlate clectoral golns, and alse begsauss her pordy
synpathised ¥ith tribol plight,'0? Second, Biher refuses
t0 accept Congress-1 with wido open arms ap elaoswbere even
though the parly naonaged to scrap up absolutc majority by
winning 167 seate out of thoe 321 pests for which clections
were conductod {in thres cono¥ tuencics oleetions were
countorvended due to the 4oaths of thres condidaten).
Howaver, propped up by 13 ooobors of tho JUM, ftas aiaéﬁm
~ally, the Congress-I hoo curvived in tho asserbly. Phinmd,
was %o isolate A.KE. Roy who dorives support from the
Sonthels end orstuldlc Jorata party to émmm tim deaand
of soparate J.haﬁmméj%

After the nawly forped alliéazé sith the Songrestel
Shibu- Soren has besn forced %o mke tactisal withdrevel.
In Basaribagh, Giridih and Thanbed whoro he bos bis lergest
.ib‘;.lawem', militant tactics and e v&ﬁaa' have beon glven
up. In 1980 vhen BIF brutally magsacred scorss of tritols
in 16 villages of Chakratharpur mbdlvieton (Singhbhum
étatricf), Shibu Soren choss to be more Gandhisen than Candhi
himaalf, |

105« Ibid., Pp.48=49.
106, L%, P»?Su
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Singec electorsl alliznce uith the Congrasse<l Shibu
Soren has shiffed Mg contre of politico) activities o
the adioining arsas of Yoot Bengal {Purulis Bankura and
Ididnapore) and Orison (ﬁaynrhban}).m? Shibuy Sorants
shifd oz foms from his own ptate {whers the opprescion
of the Wibsnle bos imereascd under ¥4ohrs Governnont) smacke
bis political bonesty. Despite his cell for joint actien,
shitu Soren and biscsupporers ors by and large imsctive

gadership Patterns Tho Jharkhand reglon witncssed a
series of robellions and revolts, About 20 $ribal rovolts
a8 mentioned earlier took pincoe agaizet the Britishers,
Sm&létﬂ&, maayl@%?s and other Opprossors. These
revolts were led by religlious prophets 1ike Birpa, Jatrs
Bhaget, Budhe Bhagat and Ganga Nersin, who éem aipposed
to huve chariemntie powers, This chorismetic lssdership
sought to emandipate tho iribals from socio~ecoromic and
political opprosaion apars from gonskritising the tridbal
’mlaty on the pattern of Hindu rods)l. These lesders wore
oot sducytol tut thay wero suppoced % heve received dlvine
guldance thiough drcans or otbhernise % loed the

107. 5hivazne Banerjec, “Lrowing Mlitancy of the Tribalsw,
- fipep of Indlz {Usw Lelki), 11 Rovember, 10813
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DABOOS, o8

£hils rural-bred choriamatic and tmei'sipn oriented
lecodereship changed into mudern pocular leaderphip Guc %
nany factors, mmong wvhich mention may be tade of urbanisetion,
industriolisation, contoct with tho outelde world, commmunity
dovelopuent 'pmmea ond establishnent of gsoclal welfers
sgencico, miassionary acotiviticos and gproad of educotion, 109
A Mittlo amplification 1o roquired here., The Christian
pleoionarios of various denonination became very such active
{8 tho regionsl walfors work. Thoy converted many tribale
into Christianity end provided them higher education, The
Shristian tribals woro urbonebred snd in tho wake of ropid
indugtralization cane into contaet with tho outoldo culturs
and civilisgtion, ao a rosult thelr cutlook got modernized. ’
Aftor indopendenco intrvduction of democratic form of
governnont and political imstitutlions like lepgislsture,
panchayato end universal cuffrego boosted thelr voral %o
oosunte political loadorahip. Tho facdlitep like reservation
of seats in educational inoti tutlions and governmental jobs
wore nootly availed by the converted ¢hristions who betpne

108. L.P. Vidyerthi, "ain Appreissl of Leadorship Pattorn
cmong tho Tribes of Chotanagpur+, K. Surcosh Singh {od.),
Zribal Situotion in Indis {Simle, 3972), pp.b4bi=43.

109, Shachishokbhor Jhs, n.21, PP.60L-05.



251
an olite class among the tribals of the rugion.

Due to sll those factors, leadership ceme into the
hands of the Christian tridbols., They became responsidblo
for intorproting and tackling political situations uader
‘aifferent politicel orgenizations like Catholie Sabha,
Adlvooi HEshaesbhs and Jhevhbend Party. The spurcos of their
pover wvere ot thelr dregns end divination but tholr emée—zion
and -axpeﬁénﬁa in politicol skill. They werc based in
urban ond induetrial centro of Janshedpur and Ranchi, Their
income was for sbove thon that of & common tribal, Thelir
status wap achioved and not ascribed ons. They wero not
hercditary @hia;e or Christion priests, but profossional
political leaders with now functionol roles, They foupht
for politicsl righte, privileges, grants and concessions
from the povernment to improve the materisl condltions of
ths tribelo. Thoy functioncd fn the realm of polities and
not that of religion. The leoadership of the Jharkhand Party
wap casentially politi?:al and soculor. Though on the whole
it rcuained in the honds of Chrisilon tribals, but 4ts
nenborehip was oxtended to fome 1@3332'&' who had nonetribal

religlions and ethnic afmiatiam."c Hindus and fmolime

A
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wore glven Jharkhand ticketo to contoot 1957 Genoral
tloction. Some othor vested intorcsts like ploaders and
businocamen also Joined the Jharkhand Party. This indicatod
the mnsplidotion of diifeorent typens of leaders undor ono
regional politicnl party. %ho concolidation aluays took
place on a political level vhoen some bighor objectivos of
tho region becanc seculorised and broad-baged, This
seculorisation of 1enﬁera?i£p wap duo %o neods of the rogion
end injustices that wore donc to tho backwerd aroso of
Chotanagpur, Tho now leadarsiip symbolised the oopirations
and noeds of the reogional pmyie.’" Prom ths death of
Birsa uptil 1962 Gonoral Sloction tho loadership of the
trivols of the region remelnod in the hands of Christien
tribal o and only they were elected os mombors of the lok
Sabha and stato asoably.

It was fron thia eléeﬁaa onusrds that conselousnesse
bogon %0 misrge smong the noneChriotian tribols. Shis was
due ® oany reasons, (Shriotan tribale bepefidtod nmoot
fron tho governmontal policies of tribal devclopoent in
o :ée_gian. Zhey bapped cost of thoe srholardhips and
governnontdl Jjobo and betcmo meaticnaily and cconordcally

111, L.P. Vidyarthi end K., Sobhoy, op. cl%,, PP.97-98,
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nore ocdvanced, Thoos facdlitieo never reached the tribal
downirodden maam.ﬂz Groduslly thoe attention of the
non=-Christian tribals was draun to 1t, wbho begen % rovive
thelr traditional instl tutions like *Porha-Poncheyntst and
*pdivosl Vikao Perighadt. %hey elso mado efforts to reo-
organise tho non-Christisn tribal loadership. In sboud

. the year 1953 undor the losdership of Kartic Orson, a meraiaér
of parlispment, & mooting uwas convened which wis attended by
pevoral reprosontatives of the adjoining tribal areas and
there 1t was decldod that somoc steps sheuld be tekon %o

inprove the soclo-ocomomic conditions of the pon-Chription
tribals which could bo dono by roviving and re-orgenising
_;;arhé-pmehayat éysﬁa:i on viliage and area level ¥ th tholr
ﬁmc‘ﬁ.cné romaining wore or less similar %c the 218 pothon.
*akhil Bhartiyo Adivast Parisbad® wao organized at All Indle
lovol, 1Its stoto uni® in Blhor almod ot making 8ll round
dovelopmont implicitly of the non-Christian tridbasls, This

vioing consciousness vitnessed & new turn vhen in tovembor
1968, the non~Christion t¥idolc led a large scale demonstration
undor tho leadarchip of Kortic Oraon bafore the *Chandro
Comzittent (o study teanm of Joint comrittees of parliament)

to Geoschodule tho Chriotian tribals elaiming that sinee

112, Sachchidanond, n.40, p.180.



254

thoy {Christian tribals) hod chenpod the treditionsl
religion of tholr encestors, thoy no longer remained o
tribe, This deconstretion markod on important phase in
the dovelopment of non-Christion tribal leadershlp os

4t w3g the first organised attempt in the pudblic &:‘m‘m
son-Christian tribale wanted to mske thamselvos fres fron
the yoke of donminant Chriction tribel lesdership, Shisc
tandency on tho part of the non-Christisns alarmed the
Christian tribals and thay bogan to adapt thenselves

© the cmorging cireumstances by ro-eveluating and re-clopting
thely indigonous customs g thet there would be lenast
cultursl aifrorences botween We Christions and the none
Christian tﬁ.bals,”:i The Jharkband Farty after 1963
began to Lo split sand frappenteted by the individusl
Chrisvien lesders o porve thalr norvow selfish ntorests
wich was aleo instrumentsl in moking noneChristisn tribals
conscious. Jan Sengn Party also succesded in winning the
favour of non~Christian tribals by cmphasizing the points
of sﬁnﬁlaﬁty betuetn them and the Hindus and showlap to
them thet 4% {Jan Sangh) ¢on copouss thelr case bettor
thon ony other party, That io why in mid-torm eluction
of 19469, Jan Sangh cousclidatod 14s position by winning

193. L.P, Vidysrthi and K. K. Sahay, op. eit., pp.137-38.
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7 and &4 seats gradually from Ronchi and Palomau diia‘tricta:m
Tho Christlane dominatod Jbarkhond Party merged with the
Congress in 1963 and this proved a wrning point in the
political bohaviour of the people bocausy this morger was
congidered % be a betrayal to the tridal nasses,

Tue Yo thepe remgono, the non-Christiane trlbels
become very ouch conaclous. fTheir consciounnesc found
oxpression in thu fourth gonorel cloction of 1967, in wbich
cut of 2¢ rescrved sevds in the otate apsomdbly for the
tribtale, 75.80 porcont uore wn by tho noneChristian tribols,
toong the 5 rosocrved Lok Scbha ooato 80 peresnt of then
vere von by the pon-Chrisiian $1ibals alone. The loadors
vho were clected msinly belonged to Santhal, Ho, Orgom, ond
Ilungs tribes, though only 10 out of 30 tribal coomunitieco
porticipatod in the cloction, As regards thelr politicol
affilistion tho Congress wos doviocusly the golnor by omnoxing
aloost balf of €he goato, Tho remnining wvent %o Juarkhand
Porty, Jan Sangh and Indepondenis. In visw of the then
proval 1ing dofection wsong the eloctod leglslators sfter
ths fourth generel sloction in whiich the tridbal legislators
had besn vary muebh osctive, thelr own Jharkbond Party bocowe

$14e  Sachchidenand, Ba40, Pe161.
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irrolovant ® tha,. The mpat outstending point in the
tribal politiecs of Bihur was tho loss of monopoly of the
christien tridals in winning most of the asscmbly end

Lok Sabha seats, which reflected the amarensss on tho part
of 90 percont non-Chrictian tribals % clect non<Christian
tribals as thoir leadors, The mide-torm olection of 1969
also confimed the same political trend noticed during
fourth genoral clection. Except certaln ulterations 4in
the strength of the diffarent parties, tho othnie ang
religious picture remained the awa.“s

It was the Jperkhand Party which provided lesdorshp
to the tribals of the region uptil 1962 general Sloction
by wobilising them on the {smes of a soparste Jhorkhend
state, Prom 1962 onwsrds the Congress, Jon Sangh, CPY ond
ottier parties alno began %o nake iaroads into the tridbal
reglon of Jparkhoand and provided leadorship to thom though
of course through their own brothern, Thesc partics
sympathized with the plight of the tribals end wantod to
improve thdlr soclo-econonic condltions but on the whole
oy vover mupported their larger ceuse, i.0. crostion of
& peparato Jharkhang atale, They took differcnt stands

iist LaFPe ?iﬁyarm, wé’ Po %5.
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uwlth rogard %o thelr demand of o separate Jharkhong state,

$owards Sepurate Jharkhand State: The Gomgress Party
sapported the ercation of separate statos on linguistie
basts, o she d4d in tho past, Sho never ampporscd
ethnlodty except in the case of croestion of North Bastern
Hill atates. %The Prime Hinieter Indirs Gandhi rojects the
demand of socparate Jharkhand stat%o on the basgls that 4% s

- not practicable and £t would heve bad offect in the country,
' The president of the Bihar Pradesh Congrona Committes {BPCC)
desceribed the movemont for separate Jharkhand stete go
poiitically motivated, ingpired by parvchial approsach, a
sind stor move raiged by Forth Biharig settled in the region

ubich would perpstuste eapleitation of tho tribels by mﬂé

The Jan Sankh {(now B.Jd.P.) sces bekind the movement
tho inopiration of the Christion mipslonorics and sntle
nationsl fcree.a.*w

nd ot Faprt . {CPI) slap rojocted
the demend and instead sot 1o oxplicit terms the sbjoctive
of reglonal automomy for the prodominently tribsl areas

116, Inotan Bation (Paﬁa), 12 January 1975.
 147. K. Suresh Singh, gp, cl%., P.332.
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of Cho%anagpur an;i m& Parganas, sand of cconomic and
cultural upliftment of tho tribals, In 1ts resolution
adopted in May 1973 4% woo stateds (1) the existing
political organisation of tho tribels like Jharkheni party,
Hul Jbarkhond Party, Jharkhand fuk¥ MNorchs, Birss Seva
Dal and Cholonagpur plateou Fariehad leck clear political
parspeciive for the tribalisg (2) 4f o soparate stote of
Jharkhand of theilr conception comprising Chotanogpur,
Senthal Pargenas ond other eres of Vest Pengal, Orlooe end
Hadhye Fradesh ie set up it would reduce the tzibals to a
state of perpetusl winority of 3/3 of the whole populstion,
s & result they would not be in o position % solve any
of sthelr politicel and cconomic problems, which the tribals
are facing. Instead 4t wuld onadle reactionary forccs to
secure flrmer strenglehold for plundering both the $ribals
and ponetribal people; (3) tribel rezional councils according
%o the conotd tutionsl provisions should be formed for tuwo
cogpacs tribel oinority sreas in Biher « {5} conploting of
najor parie of Lothobor mbedlvision of Palaswmu, Ranchi
{oxcept aix sunchals}), Singhbhurn and Hazaribdagh 4istricts,
and (b} Santhal aveas consieting parts of Ssnthe) Pargenas

and Dhanbad di-atﬂata.“s

118, Zho Patrist {How Delbl), 14 itay, 1975.



RAME I35y i rxig is algo
opposed to ths demani of aeparate Jharkhand state, I%s
stand 1o that thore is no Jherkhond natfonality and that
the bourpeoioles intoreeate nay capture the agltation. Tho
CPH dlao alleged the demand for & separate Jharkhond state
to be & socescionlet domand and a foroign inapired wnsgiraeyz 19

But nolther of these allopations ao lovelled by ths
CPH ip true. %he question of seceossion erisco when g
particular natfomnlity oo & stalo of $ts own ap a constituont
ucit in & political grouping like federation. | But the
tritels of the reglon do ool hive o soparato otute as thore
is Punjab for the Funjebl spesking population cnd Bengel
for %he Bengull spudking populetion. The tribals of the
repgion sepire W kave £ goparste stateo on the samoe patiorn
bat the probles i that here §s mulitipiicliey of twribal
lsngrages in the region wherceas thore should bo only one |
lanpaage comnon o all the tribal communitics ia. the reglon,
Zhorofore, the trivals of the roglon domand ethnicity %o de
tho basis of crecting ooparate Jharkhand stato, which mns
contrery to the conoitution, According to indleations
ayailable the baols of thios Gomand 4o shifting from ethnicity

119, Gail Umvedt, op. cits, P4l
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to regionalim. sutonony, 1.0, glving pecosaary powors,
‘rogponsiltility end recources to the tribals for tholr
socio=cconomic and political development, ¢an beo given

%0 them, boesaus: this errangement 1o within tho fedoral
constitutional framowork. Attompts hove boon made from

time %o timo o providc some ancunt of 1% speclally during
Janata rule {establisbront of throo jutonomous Development
huthoritien), but tho tribals are not sotiafied with %,
They wapt nothing short of a separete Jharkhand otate within
the Indlan lefloral aet up.

Zho allegation that the demand for sepurales Jharkhand
stoto is a forcign Lnnpircd conspiracy alse camnot ds true.
I% might have besn truo, whon the leadorship of the tribals
was in the honls of Chriotian tribals of Jharkhand Party.
Hay bz; thot Christian aigaisnaﬂ;és wers finndng the
novenent at that tice, becaurs the centro of Jhorihand
activities wos Ranchi, o strongbold of Christian misscionsrice.
Lut now this allogation connot beo true, becézsa- tho loaders
abip bag come iate the bonds of Indigenous tribals and thoe
centro of thely sctivitios hae alao shdfiod from Ranchi 4o
aothar dlotrict of the rcgixén like Singbbhun, Thunbad and
% the sdjoining stotesn,



CHAPZER ¥

Thi contemporary Jharkhand Hovemont 4id not bogin
ag a party baoed political movement. It begen as & soclal
moventent in tho fom of rebellions and revolts by most of
the tribal comrmnities of the region sgeingt oxploiters
both foroigners end indligenoun. The sarly tribsl social
povenents wore dlrocted agelnst saoclo~econonic exploitation
and oppreaslion. Thene movements wore tmlti-dimansional
in the gonsa that they wers cnlowed with the characteriotice
of reformatory, revivalistic, revoluticmery, trensformative,
ecmlotive, nativistie, chiliastic and mesvsianic type of
pocial wovensnts. It was pn the wlwls a pro-political
gtaga despite tha fact that thoe chariszmastic leadars of
thess carly tribazl soclial rwvements jolmed thoe thon nationmal
mov caont for d{adepondsnco and supported *Suadoahl' and no-
tazx campalgn prograTucs. The olemeatn of pelitient
ergonisatlon in aboolude samoe »of the tom bagsn fo cmeorge
£ron 1910 when a Christian tribz) ntudent J. Barthslman
orpanized 'Dacca Studonis Unfon' % aslve the prodblems of
tha poor trlbal atuﬁemt&; Lator organisations like Wanntl
Somajt, Hisan Sabha' and 10a%holic Sabha’ began %o put forward
pelitical ioouas and prodlems and soughd their solution
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through the politics, %hios process culminated &n the
organisation of 'Adivani !lahasabha? in 1938 and *Jharkhand
Party? in 1950. Tho Jharkhend Pariy cloimod %o be a pane
tribal organizstion to protoct and promote the tribal
interests in the replon. Prom this tios onwards the oarly
tribal socisl movement asoumed the charsetur of & party
based political movencnt., It aimed % solve manifold
probvlems of the tribale of the reglon by cupturing politieal
power thrmxgh politicsl activitios ond manneuverings and
finally winning for thsm & poparate Jharkhuné state, In
the course of time 1€ also oponed 1ts doorn % the non-
$ribalo of the reglon and siresood its roglonsl charagtsr,
S0, now the Jharkhend Hovemsat 1s e politicel movement wvith
olemento of etholeity end reglonalipn.

Tho %ribal leadership of the movement adopled politics
68 an instrument to solve thoir probloms, Heny yesrs bave
pasced but nothing substential has been achfevad. Still
todey @ majority of tho tribels of tho region are without
land, without homes, sdthout roney, withous minor fHrost
products, without socilal ocorvice facilitien, and on the
top of it uwithout education and technicsal Uraining. Atrocitics
on than are ineroasing day by day. Bul, bowever, 1t does nét
mean that povernment ia not Going anything for them. The
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problen is that gpvernmenisl policios of tribal development
contael n mony loopholos, Yhatever foellitles the goverment
fo providing for the tribel devolopmant, a wide chunk of
them is bolng availed by an elito class which has emorged
aﬁbng then during the recent ysars. %he rceal benefito of

ths tribal developmont policies in soclo-cconomic flelds

are not reasching to the tribel downtrodden, %The llaapholns
in the governsental Acta 0 protoct tribal ccomomic interasts
are bsing manipulsted by tho vested intercsis and their
probleme, taelr exploitation and eppression perasistes usual,

A colonial typo of relation exists between tho
Jharkhand region and nation at lerge. There is come
difference. In colonicliom, the colonmial power of coloniser
exploits the cconoule rosources of $the colony and sonds them
out of the colony for 4its own cooromic development and in
this process Lt opprosues and exploits tho irdipgonous people
of the colony. 1In tho Jharkhand rogion feudsl elemonto
rnoinly outsiders iike lanilords, moneyloenders, contractors,
‘traders along vith upper ochelsons of burssucracy end police
uppress and cxplolt the tribgls of the region. Thoy oxploit
the ecenomic resourcses of tho reglon for their own dovelopmont,
They sund the reosourcoes and incomes sarned by dint of them
out of the rogzion but pot cut of the country. The amount
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of ooney spent for the cconomle davolopment of the tribals

of the region 1o very mongre as compared to the revems
carncd by the contrel and state povernment from thoe oconomie
rogources of the reglon. %he Jharkband movemont which is
almost halfl & century old now s o manifestation of popular
ravolt agaluet this sort colonisl opprossion and explofitation.
It 45 aleo a reflection of regloval ceomomie dlgparity and
socdal injustice, Backwardnose %o o glven roglon 1s 1denticsl
to colonlel status and it 15 & function of dominence within

s lerger politicsl sysien.

She Jhurkhand Farty ¢loimed i%soclf to be a pan-tridbal
organization. Actually this pan-tribdbalisy wag Mtaa in
mony ways. UYhatever 1ittle emonn® of it oxieted oles began
to dsintegrate after 1962 Gonoral Clection. Io the boginning
the main cupport to the Jyerkhond Party eime mainly from
Kundas, Oraons, Hog and Sonthals. After 1962 clection
thoge tribos begen to glve up their mambarchip of the
Jharkhend Party end orgonised their own purties, vis.,
Jbarkband Partsy (Horo group) of the jundas, All Indie
Jharkhand Party of Bapun Sumbrol of tho Hop of Singhblum,

Bul Jharkhand Party and latoyr Jhorkhand Inktl Horchs mainly
repregents the Santhalg, The influence of Harxist Co-ordination
Commitice &5 confined only to the conl miners of bhanbad
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dietrict. %heps tribes also begen to be attracted Wwards
otber parties 1llke ongroes, Jen Sangh, CPI and CFH, otc.
with the passage of ¥ime., Somo of tribes llke "8irbors?

of Ranchi and Hasaribagh diotriets, 'Pabirs' and 'Ehorwart
of Palamau 4 stricts, and othsr like *Khariat' and "Halor?
nover joined Jharkhand FParty end romaincd out of the movement.
These tribvos rght from tho boginning supported Congress and
Jan Ssngh. It might bave boon @ posaoibility that these
tribes wore not politically conscious by that time. It, 2l oo
substantletes that the leadership pettern of the ieolated
tiibal comcunities like bhunting and gathering *Pabirat tribe
lving in the foots of Dalma Hill in Singhthum 3iatrict was
rolotively louss eryotallised apd integreted vith the rogional
pattern than that of the tribdal communities like guttled
agriculturtsty who have boon oxplogod %o external influcnces

and asarcnsss. S0 pon-tribalios nover existed,

!%mx dharkhand rovemant 4o likeo & gplintored glass,
There o o movement but no compoeite pardy. It 1o charace
terized by splitc ond schiasms, Thore 1s totsl breakdosn
of tribal soliderity and aboolute lack of idenlogical
forsulations end tribal nationalism in the Jharkhond reglen.
Thoso splbte wnd schisms can Do explained in toras of vany
factors. DoficWlon 45 ono such factor Guo to which the
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focusn of tribal interest hss sbiited from the resl welfare
of tho people to all typos of petty politics and luct for
pcuer;- @‘he politice of defection iz being prgctiae& since
1967 Genoral Election for potty politicsl gains, Fhis was
algo responsible for tho instability of government in Bibar,
betweon 1967-71, Shis dofection is still contimuing in

the tribal poli%ica in spite of ithe split in tho party.
Eribal leadors have become opportunistic tnd joim tho partlos

who gesn Yo have good future lo terms of copturiny power,
Factionalian oloo cxigta which stans out of ideologleal

dif ferencen, perconniity of the leaders and persensl rivslry
for powerful minisstcricl poaitions. ) Tals factiondlisn was
rasponsible for the Jharkband-Songross W rger., It still
continuee i vertous formo. ZSribal populatiw and the
tribsl leaderchip io alao @ vided in terms of reliplous
cocnaideration (Chriotien tribal of varicus :ﬁemminaticm

axd non~Chrictien tribuals), cthnie conaldaratlon (Munda,
er:cn, Ho and Santbel) spd territoricl considerstion. Such

B U ————— T

cﬁmmamﬁcm hnve hmuﬁht &bcut mctusl bittorneas in tha

tribal _}.gfaﬁﬁg'_ahip. fielaase of theoe forcos have e'eid&ntly
kee-n nale vith & view to coteh votos in the eleoetion, In
the entire tribal reglon cthnic concentration colineiden
with ceriain torritorico. This hap rosulled 4n tho clash
of interestin emong the respective pollitical splinter groups.
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Thus the Hul Jhorkhand Party reprosents Santhals in
Santhal Pargenss, Jharkhond FParty led by Horo represents
Hundas and Qraons of Renchd, All India Jharkhand Porty
represonts Hog 'or Kulbams of Singhbhum, Jhorkhand Muktd
Iorcha reprosents Sanfhol s of Qiridih, Hatsribagh ond
Dhanbagh and the influoneo of Harx st So-srdfnation Comttee
of h.K. Roy ia confincd %o tho coal miners of Thenbad only,
Z;il ﬁsaﬁe splintor groups ars conniticd %o win & separate
Sheriband stebe. MNost of thom bave not eny biso and

subel ot on emotionelian. Fhere is mutusl rivalry smong
sy splinter groups end the genuine welfare of the
W“rivels has buen idroun iato tho background. A% the
leadership leovel the citestion 45 olsp coniused, Today
.%o Boro leaus Fumdos, Shilm Sorsn leads Senthels, Begun
Suirbrai leads Hos, A.K. Foy leado cosl miners of Thanbad
aﬁfl BsBa Hobte leoads tho Kurnmi eaaﬁec>

The brevkdown of Jharkhand Farty has cortein ‘
rescublences i B t&w-i;eakapw of cortain nationel portics,
viz,, Congress, Socialist and Commund 8t FParty, otec. Howover,
¥ith ths broskdowi of mtlonslist partles, ths ropional
partivs like D.MeE., 23ksli Dal end Orfiess Congross grow
atronger. FPerbaps the only vregionsl pardy whiehb ane shown
&8 Goparture from tie guneral Srend is the Jparibond Porty
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¥hich has sustalned the setbock. Jharkband Porty and 1%s
various splinter groups bhave funetionod ot the mogt the
parties of only 30 porcent of the people living in e
dictriets of Chotanagpur, and Santhal Parganas.

(By and large the tribal leaders ere mot in the

- position %% adjust with the new gituution that they have

to face in polities both gt tho stato and contral lovel,
Thetr cultursl compuleivenons stands in the way of smooth
negotiation with thelr colleagues who are politically more
agsertive, voenl and crafty, loreover, there are certain
inhibitions on thdr parts to negotiute on the foollng of
equality as thoy hail from ecomomically and soclielly poor
tribsl settings. Uith the brogkdown of tribal solidority
thoy are not surs of thelr followingn and hence they cennot
play the role of ecqual partner with others in the party
politices and gaining share for thoir own tribal communities.)

The Jemand fr acperate Jharkhind stato by the Jharkhand
Party splinter groups spoarheading the movement {s considered
to be o pecesslontot Gemand. It 1a slso alleged W
movement i & aaceg_giggig_t__._ movement. Communal elements have
aloo tried to alvide tho Jharkbhondis by spreading the rumour
that 1% 15 @ novoment of tho Christiuns by the Christians |

——

and for the Christians alono and tha't all the ocutsiders would
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be throun out of 1%, if the domand of separate Jharkhand
state 1o accepted, 71t bas alw been alloged thot the
Jbarkhand state w1l be o bomestste of the tribals alone.
But this allegution Lo without any subatence behind 1t,

HeE. Horo also refutud this allegation and said that 4t

is neither possible nor practical. The asm of the movement
snd the Jharkhend Porty is w improve ihe socloccononte
condttions of the weukor sections of the people including
the tribals. torcover, the conatitutfon of all the Jherkband
Party splinter groupu speak of & set of regionsl objectives
and propremes of action. This has been due to the realization
thoat the Wibsle do not form the majority in the region

as o swiole and that Chore erc backward comrunities in the
region ee & whole vhifch could be brought togetheron s
common political pla‘form. /Agaln the Gemand for seporate
gbate is within the poope of Indlan constitutional framework,
She protagoniots of ke covement demand ethnicity %o be the
basls of separate stebo but the government accopts only one
coxmon languspge % be the basis of creating a eeparate state,
Zho prodlem in wdr respoct 45 that thoro 15 multiplicity
of langusge in the rulon and nod ons comzon languape, They
s not seek W withdrsw the tribal region from the Indion
federation. UYhat thuy wvant 1s & separste a%ute within the
Indlen federetion. !he movaemsnt cannot bo levelled as
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soceppionist for one more reacon. *The protagonisto of

the movanont-have no$ 1ndulged 4n any terroriet activides
%0 mrzn thelr &mamd.@%ey are slso not boing supported
by any foreign country with erps and emmnition ap 4t 1p the
ecase vith tho Hiso lational Front (HHP) activists, OF
course some clachos have token place between the police
and the tribals of the roglon, when the tribals rostisted
some development proarammos of the governnent which are
detrinental %o the tribal econonic Iﬁewetaa\

At thig fJumchure £¢ shall be appropris o to nontion
some of the important ressons for the feilure of the Jhorkhand
novement, its doveloprmont into & full-fledged rogionsl
covenont end non-motorialization of its cherdshed dresn of
& geparate state of JW&M&

There are prisordel infrastructural impodinonts
such se nicro-identification by tho “ridal people with
thoir oun tribes and 'tahare is a phlegmatic rasponse % the
broad-boged leadership,

Fow Jharkhand Hovement 48 not o tribsl lovement in

~ sbsoluts senso of the tarm. Tho Jherkhand Party snd lator
ito various splintar groups exlandod thoir membership
the non-%ribala. 50 now both tho tribgls end non-tribale
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are pulling the movazent in the opposite érections to
servo their raspective intorosta, The total mon-tribal
population is much more than the tribal population. EHoth
of tkem ars not on best of the tomms. Tribval clite use
the movement and the support of the tribale to perve thair
own selfish intoresta of atisining powcr and prestigoe.
Loreover, Jharkhand flovement 1s no lobgor homogenous. Shere
ars conflicy of intorests betweon the tribsl clitos from
more aducated tribes and the rest, Hon~tribal vested
intorosts 1ike morchanto end tradors have bitched on to
the movement for thoir own ands. Thaoy have poupht allies
aong tho tribal alites by obliging them in many woys and
they aro exerting thair oun preesures upen thom,

(Thors aro schisms, splits and cleaveges within the
mmwm;ﬁ end the shadhand Party gplinter groups duo to
fdoological and personal di{feronges. \The tribals or we
can say e Jparkhanils have lost falth §{n thelr leeders
who are only pover bhungry politiciens. They doubt their
integrity and eredibility and so they aro belng mobtlisad
by the other parties who d not support tho demand for a
seperate Sharkhand state, ) /

Tha protupgonisis of the movemont always made allisncos

with the ruling party. First of all Joips) Singh merged
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Jhorkiend Party with the Congrsos. Aftar the glit tho
varicao splintor groups of Jharkband Forty played the
politics of defection and sliience botwoon 1967-7%, They
pade alliences with the mling coslidlon government on
some igsues agelngt tho rivel Jharkhimd gplinter gmnﬁ.
t1ll the oplinter groups could mot tove sny undted stand
againet the goverrnment. Turing 1977 olection H.B. Hore
joined Congress., Bagun Sumbroil end L.BE. Roy sought the
support of Jemats Party and in turn mipported 1t in the
clection. After thic eloction Shibu Sorem also joined
Jonatas Party along with hiz followern, In 1980 aosembly
alection he mado electorel alliance vith the Congresnel,
odmply because it sympathiscd sith e tribel plight, S
we see that the protagondsic of the rovememt have good
rocord of sllisnces with fho raling party which bas aluays
givon petback to idr csuse of a scparatc Jharkhand state,

I% 35 alod oapld that the demand for separate Jharkhand
gtate does not hold much water., The exanmple of thys hill
state of Assan camnot be held up for Chotansgpur and Santhal
Parganas reglion, as in the former trbais sre in prepoderant
wajority., In thé Jharkhand region orly 143rd of the total
population is tribal, OCut of 79 legislators who mon soats
in Biher legiolative Gosembly from the 7 distriets of the
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Jharkhmd roglon in Biher in 1969 only 18 ateod for

the soparate Jharkhand stets, the others oprossd ¢,
Thus only 23 percent of tho leglislators supported the
dormand. Evidantly Jharkhondé cannot be imposed on ??
pareant of tho lepislators., In sudoequont clections the
aumbar of o leopl dotors mpporting ths demand for thoe
gseparste ntate hag further declines,

{@‘;m Jharkband datsfcte du Biher supply o the
atate government adout 75 porcent of the statets revenue,
They contudn 99 percent of its ainsral el th and gonarate
about S0 percent of the stotets clectricity. The territorial
cleinm of Jhorkbend state thie mvers & major portlon of
coal and stesl belt of Indls, This mincral rich arsa
aled bousts of macsive indusirial Livestmenta of sbout
16,000 eroren, pcceptanco of the Gunand of & soprrale
Jherkband steta ncats lods of this extremely rich roglon
and loss of revenue o the stato and central guvm&at.j

In opite of it, tho slopan of o soparats Jharkhend

atate has ot been glven up. Ths splinter groupe of Jherkhand
Party are moving awey from each othey, ZThere is a strong
and fim goverpment 4t the centre wubich de rqjecting the
dcmand for roeorgenising the statos, She splinter groups
under the prevailing inimical conditionz cannot capturs
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the pro~1962 position in the logislsture and oo cennot
boargain with the govomnmont on the issue of separats
Jharkiand state, though tho movement continuss os ususl.

el
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