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PREFACE

The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution which lasted from 1966 to
1976, (official Chinese reckoning lasted to the death of the Mao Zedong) some |
ten years, was of the most extraordinary event in the his.tory of twentieth
century. The movement was largely the result of the decision of a single man,
Mao Zedong. Mao’s quest for revolutionary purity and his personal authority
gave him enough power to unleash potent social forces but enough power to
control them. This Great proletariat Cultural Revolution degenerated into
violence, factionalism and chaos.

Much of the pain, the anguish and the search of young victims of the
GPCR where expressed in post-Cultural Revolution literature, especially after
the downfall of the ‘Gang of Four’ in October 1976, in critical writing on the
darker side of the Cultural Revolution better known as Scar Literature. It has
expressed and defined the problem Chinese young generation n post-Cr period
in a most effective way. Among writers who stands out most prolific and the
one who had greatest impact on vthis form fiction was Liu Xinwu.

The focus of this study is the period of GPCR which is 1960-1976. 1

“have endeavour to study how. this ten years influence the Chinese society in
particular with reference to its influence on the family system and youth. An
attempt has been made to understand Chinese perspective (represented by Liu

Xinwu) on the GPCR and the way it affected the people of China.
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The present study is divided into five chapters. The first chapter deals
with the background of the Cultural Revolution and the survey. of literature
about it. it also provides the justification of the proposed research stﬁdy about
the Cultural Revolution. The second chapter provides a detail study of the
GPCR and analysis its impact on the Chinese youth. It also provides a detail
account of Scar Literature of Liu Xinwu, a pioneer of scar literature. The third
chapter takes up the period of post-G_PCR and subsequent reaction of the -
Chinese youth and the emergence of scar literature. It also provides the literary
works of the different prominent writes on scar literature.

The fourth chapter analysis the post-GPCR Chinese youth changing
attitudes towards revolutionary triton and new thoughts among them in China.
the fifth and the last chapter gives a summary of the study and attempts to draw
to broad conclusions about GPCR’s implications for the contemporary china.

This study is purely a historical and analytical one. It is based on both

primary and secondary sources through survey of literature from books and

journals especially Scar Literature.

i



CONTENTS

Page No.

Acknowledgments i
Preface i-iii
CHAPTER -1 1-18
Introduction: The Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution
CHAPTER -11 19-42
The Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution and its impact on Chinese Youth
CHAPTER - 111 i 43-67

The Post Cultural Revolution: The Reaction of the Youth
and the Emergence of the Scar Literature

CHAPTER -1V 68-85
Break with the Revolutionary Tradition

CHAPTER -V 86-95

Conclusion

Bibliography ' ' 96-104



CHAPTER -1

INTRODUCTION: THE GREAT PROLETARIAN
CULTURAL REVOLUTION

The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution that lasted for ten years
(May 1966 to October 1976) had a profound impact on the Chinese nation.
The need for this revolution was informed by various differing political
perceptions and a series of events. By the late 1950s, Mao Zedong who
started and led the movement argued that the agents of the capitalist class
and counter-revolutionary revisionists had penetrated deep into the party, |
government, armed forces and cultural circles. He believed that the control
over a majority of working units was no longer in thé hands of the Marxists
or the masses. Since all movements and struggles in the past (such as “The
Anti-Rightist Campaign” of 1957 and the “Socialist Education Movement”
of 1962) had failed to effectively deal with this problem, he came to the
conclusion that only a complete Cultural Revolution could help. By this Mao
envisaged an open and comprehensive movement to mobilize the masses as

he stated in the “Theory of Continuous Revolution under the Dictatorship of

sl

the Proletariat.

On 28 January 1958, Mao said in speech to the Supreme State

Conference, “I stand for the theory of permanent revolution. In making

' Taisung An, Mao ZeDong’s Cultural Revolution (Pegasus Publishers, USA,1972). pp.27-28



revolution one must strike while the iron is hot. One revolution must follow
another, the revolution must continually adva_nce.”2 He, thus, provided the
theoretical basis for the Great Proletariat Cultural Revolution.

As Mao believed that mass movement was necesséry for all work, the
Great Proletariat Cultural Revolution which was essentially *““a great mass
movement in which the whole energies of the party and people were
channelled for half a dozen years™.’

A number of reasons, including the political struggle for power and
the mahipulations of the Lin Biao and Jiang Qing groups (later the Gang of
Four) made the nation-wide ‘revolution’ go off track. On 31 May 1966,
Chen Boda, then the head of the Cultural Revolution Group, with the
approval of Mao, led a group to reorganise the official newspaper ‘The
People’s Daily’. This marked the begihning of important party organs falling |
into the hands of the Lin Biao and Jiang Qing groups. Control over the
media éﬁd a mandate from Mao, then gave such groups the opportunity to
‘ignite’ the ‘raging flames’, which soon engulfed the whole of China.

The confusion and chaos that ensued saw a number of people being’
wronglyubranded as counter revolutionaries or capitalist agents. They were
publicly condemnéd in the ‘struggle meetings’ and often severely punished.
Furthermore, the struggle and changes occurring in the political arena,
translated into a frequent and often confusing change in ‘the fevolutionary

leadership’ of the society. The chaotic state of affairs continued

2 Robert Michael Field, “Cultural Revolution: Second Thoughts”, China Quarterly,' December

1986, p.628
Jack Chen, Inside the Cultural Revolution (Sheldon Press, London, 1976), p. 75.



intermittently till death of Mao Zedong and the downfall of the ‘Gang of
Four’ irA1->:‘1976. In the end, thé effect of the ‘revolution’ was a widespread
feeling of disillusionment and betrayal. Many Chinese people bore deep
scars from the experience. But it was the young generation that was perhaps
the most bitter about its experience.*

For those most affected were urban and largely from families of high |
ranking cadres. There were young people who had been regarded as the
‘New Blood’ or the ‘Vital force’ of the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution. After the ten yeérs of chaos they reacted and demanded a
change in the system and argued that communism was working against the
welfare of the people. Their focus began to shift from ideology to material
gain.

The Cultural Revolution ended with the downfall of the Gang of Four
but its impact was felt for a long time both on Chinese society as well as on
economy. Many people, especially China’s youth could not help asking |
questioné like “where the future lies and what was the solution to the post-
GPCR chaos. What angered them the most was the role of the Gang of Four
during the Cultural Revolution as ar;icles and open debates oh how and why
the Gang of Four took the power, indicate, critical of the party’s system.
They»often say that they have learned through this painful experience that
they must possess the rights to freedom of thought and personal liberty

under a legal system.

*  Lee Hong Yung, The Politics of the Chinese Cultural Revolution (University of California

Press, Berkley, 1978), pp.3-4



China’s youths who had grown up during the Cultural Revolution
(1966-76) often call themselves ‘the Lost Generation’ and some Red Guards
who played a prominent role during the ten years of chaos say they were
sold out. Although the post-Cultural Revolution leaders have been
promoting the Four Modernizations and adopting new policies to appease
intellectuals, but they have not been able to gain the trust of the people
especially educated youth.

Chuang hongqi, a female guard who sought political asylum in
Brussels, said in November 1979 that “the Cultural Revolution victimized a
whole generation of mainland youth to such an extent that they no longer
have any faith in their leaders, have come to doubt the reasonableness of the
one party dictatorship, and are concerned about securing freedom of speech
for the people. There is a cultural gap between mainland youths and the
people aged over forty. The youth are becoming more and more concerned
about the future”. °

Many young people developed anti-Maoist and anti-Communist
sentiments since the Cultural Revolution and made efforts to set up a united
front in order to demand freedom. For example, there was the case of the
appearance of big characters posters in Canton in November 1974 which
criticized the ideological basis of the Chinese state by pointing out that the

capitalist system had been adopted in most of the socialist states, and more

*  Wang Xuewen, “Old Problems and New Thought Among Mainland Youth”, Issues &

Studies, July 1982, p.100



than one hundred' communist parties in the world no longer believed in
Marxism-Leninism.

Similarly, at the time of the Tiananmen incident in Beijing on April 4,
1976, youths wrote a big-character postér in blood appeared saying that
China was no longer as it was; the people could no longer be fooled. The
poste;s demanded freedom, democracy and legalism and human rights.

The problem of education aqd employment also troubled China’s
youth in 1970s, especially those who had been rusticated during the Cultural
Revolution. The disruption of their education and actual unemployment and
widespread despair led to a general social degeneration. Apart from the
People Wall Movement of the mid 70s, there were many means through
which young people expressed their anger against the Party. Some of the
views were expressed through scar literature, drama and painting and film.
Indian film ‘Awara-the Vagabond; was very popular in the post-Cultural
Revolution period and got an immense response from the rusticated youth
who views themse‘lves in the role of Raj Kapoor, who turned to petty crime
as he saw no way out of his circumstances.

Following the ouster of the Gang of Four, there were outbursts am‘ong
the young people demanding freedom, democracy, legalism and human
rights. They demanded for rule of law in China and rules should be made
democratically.

~After the implementation of the Reforms and Open Door Policy,

China was opened to foreign influences and the Chinese people were



exposed to western standards of living. Seeing the unfruitful product of so
called révolutionary ideas, young people staﬁed favouring. the idea of |
material benefits. “They started applying what they term as Little Four
Modernizations” that is, modernization in clothing, freedom of action, a
higher living of standard and modernization of furniture to their own lives.®
They asked why capitalism, supposedly inferior to socialism, had created a
more prosperous economy than sociqlist China. Why was capitalist science
and technology more advanced and the standard of living in capitalist
countries higher.

Studehts noted that they wanted to lead the same quality of life as the
workers of capitalist’s nations. In 1983, a poll was conducted in a Canton
high school on the relative superiority of socialism, capitalism, feudalism,
fascism, or anarchism revealed moré than 50 percent youths polled felt
capitalis_m was the best system.’ Clearly they were dissatisfied with
socialism and communism. They wanted a different rule-based regime.

The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution was a ten-year political
campaign.with objectives to revolutionize China with the cultural and
political ideologies of Mao Zedong. Mao Zedong launched ‘the Great Leap
Forward’ in 1959, which was a complete disaster. To help bring China out
of the economic depression caused by the Grgat Leap Forward, Mao Zedong

began the Cultural Revolution in China that lasted for ten years from 1966-

Ibid. p.104

Chou Yunshan. “Mainland Youth in Search of Freedom”, Issues & Studies, Vol: 19, No: 6,
June 1983, pp.64-65



1976. The goal of the Cultural Revolution was to steer China away from the
lines of the Soviet model and into its own form of government. .

Mao thus ultimately adopted four goals for the Cultural Revolution.
They were:® to replace his designated successors with leaders more faithful
to his current thinking, to rectify the Chinese Communist Party, to provide
China's youths with a re\'olutionary experience and lastly, to achieve some
specific policy changes so as to m_ake the educational, health care, and
cultural systems less elitist. During this time, thousands were killed and
millions of people were imprisoned or exiled.

The period of The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution
(approximately 1966-76) was the most extreme in modern Chinese history.
Though its underlying causes were political, it had profound cultural, social
and economic consequences. Chairman Mao began the Clllt;lral Revolution
as an attempt to regain power after criticismﬁ emerged about the ruling of
China. His goal was to return to the ideals of the Chinese Communist
Revolution. Liu Shaoqi and other ‘revisionists’ had advocated relying on
urban intellectual elite to lead national development, and they favoured
using bonuses as incentives to increase production. Mao Zedong, however,
emphasized that workers and peasants were the true revolutionary forces,\
and he sought to increase production through political idealism. He closed
the schools and called upon all youth to take up the cause of revolution as

‘Red Guards.” They were to fight against those who were taking the »

% Lee Hong Yung, The Politics of the Chinese Cultural Revolution: A Case Study (University of
California, Berkley, 1978), pp. 34-35



‘capitalist road.” With the support of the Red Guards and the Army, Mao
.had removed Liu Shaoqi from power by the end of 1968; revolutionary
committees were established at all levels to replace the centralized
bureaucracy associated with Liu. Party cadres were sent to the countryside to
learn respect for physical labour and ‘correct’ political thinking.

The Red Guards attempted to eliminate the ‘Four Olds’: old ideas,
old culture, old customs, and old habits. They travelled around the country
destroying religious icons and ancient art works, changing names of streets
and parks, forcing women to avoid ‘bourgeois’ clothing and long hair, and
violently attacking counterrevolutionaries and foreigners. The Red Guards
purged o‘ne faction after another, often with no apparent consistency, and
fought with one another. Thus, it was dangerous to speak and write, because
what was proper one day might be considered counter-revolutionary the next
day. In this research, I will discuss how the Cultural Revolution affected. the
Chinese youth who actively took part in the revolution.

Over the past one and half years, I have conducted several interviews
in an attempt to understand how the Cultural Revolution’s event played out
across China.’ In the summer of 1969, in almost‘ all schools, the People
Liberation Army (PLA) took charge of and physically attacked the Red

Guards. Many Red Guards were beaten by the PLA. In other cases, the Red

I had conducted face to face conversations/interviews with some ex-Red Guards, who-are at
present settled in different organizations, during their visit to India in August 2003. Their
names and designations are as follows: 1. Huang Yuan Xin, General Manager, ChengDu Yu
Xin Catering Service Company, ChengDu City, FuQian Road-610021, 2. Chen Wenbin,
Depurty General Manager, Liaoning Electric Power Co. Ltd, Ningbo Road, Shenyang, PRC-
110006, 3. Jiang Qian, Chairman, Giant Elevator Co.Ltd, 68 Tai-an Raod, Nanxun, Huzhou,
Zhejiang Porvince, PRC-313009.



Guards were seriously injured and some committed suicide after suffering
humiliation and tortﬁre. Shortly after the rise of campus violence, more
people off campus, who didn’t come back to school to continue their studies,
were threatened arid murdered by the PLA as well. In the beginnihg of the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution period, the Red Guards were as
paramilitary to the PLA. In the later period, the relationship between the Red
Guards and the PLA became as the manager and the subject.'’

These violent attacks on campuses, however, have not been reported
for various reasons. In the summer of 196.9, when these events occurred, not
a word concerning the violence was ever mentioned in the Chinese media
(print and visual media), despite the fact that the media enthusiastically
hailed the ‘Red Guards’ -- which had arisen nation-wide in early August of
1966, ana the media reported their activities as headline news almost
everyday. From the newspapers, magazines and documentéry films
published by Chinese authorities at that time, we can see pictures in which
millions of teenagers wearing Red Guard armbands march through
Tiananmen Square, with some Red Guards leaders applauding Mao Zedong
- who stands on the top of Tiananmen Gate. Against the red background of the
red wall of the Gate, Mao's little red books, red flags, and red slogans, stood

thousands of young, jubilant Red Guards forming a powerful, distinctive

image of the Revolution.

10 Y.C.Chang, Factional and Coalition Politics in China (Praeger Publishers, London, 1975),

p47.



The bloody and the torturing sides of the Revolution were lost in the -
spectacular, uplifting image the media created. And the deaths or torture
were also not reported which took place between the Red Guards and the
PLA. Very few reports talked about the sufferings the Red Guards had gone
through, that too were almost unnoticeable. Unfortunately for today's
scholars, government-controlled media have become the primary and, in fact,
almost the only primary source 'for research on this period of the
Revolution."

Not only were the stories of violence not reported by the media at the
time of their occurrence. The Chinese media only cautiously began to
mention the victims as a way of restoring their reputation. This sort of
publicity was limited to a small number of purged high-ranking cadres,
victimized celebrities and a few ordinary people who were considered
‘heroes’ or ‘heroines’ for resisting the ‘Gang of Four.” The students, then,
the Red Guards who were victimized in 1969 were not so much mentioned
in the later period.  After the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution how they
felt about it none of reports were mentioned sincerely by the Chinese media.

Some of the published general histories works such as Wang Nianyi’s
Da dongluan de niandai (Decade of Chaos), (Zhengzhou: Henan rehmin :
chubanshe), 1988, Jin Chunming’s Wenhua geming shigao(Cultural
Revolution Report), (Chengdu: Sichuan renming chubanshe), 1995,

Wenhua’s da geming  shinian shi (History of Ten. Years Cultural

"' Madawc Williams, “China - From Red Guard To Old Guard”, available at http:/media2.

travelzoo.com/msn (April 2004)
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Revolution), of the Cultural Revolution have covered the brutality against
students carried out by the PLA in the summer of 1969. The fact that many
of the events of the Revolution have not been reported has affected research .
on the period not only by Chinese but also by western scholars. One reason
why authors of these books mostly neglected the subject is probably that |
they mainly relied on the written materials from that period, and have done
little in the way of oral history. For ipstance, Gao Gao, the author of one of
these histories, says in the preface that her book relies on three kinds of
sources: publications of the authorities and of Red Guards during the
Revolution and publications after the Cultural Revolution."”?

When I was talking to the people and later on gone through some of
the articles and books on the Cultural Revolution, I found that there were .
gaps between what happened and what has been reported, especially what
happened to the Chinese youth who actively took part in the Cultural
Revolution. How their personnel relationship were affected by thé Cultural
Revolution. They had confusion over what to say and whom to say about
their feelings. Many basic facts have been neglected intentionally or
unintentionally:
Review of Literature:

In the article ‘A New Trend in the Literature of the PRC which
Moves the Readers in the West’, (Issues & Studies, Vol; 22, No; 9, Sept

1986), the writer Barbara Spielmann outlines new trends in the Chinese

2 Gao Gao, Wenhua da geming shinian shi (Tianjin renmin chubanshe, Tian jin, 1986), p3
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literary field in the post-Cultural Revolution period especially those which
attracts wthe non-Chinese reader. She notes that the trends in Chinese
literature have differed in the pre-CR, the CR and the post-CR periods. She
has not only discusses the new techniques and narrative styles but the level
to which ‘the reality of life’ is presented in post-CR literature. She analyzes
new themes like ‘love as fulfilment of life’, ‘pictures of desires’ and
‘conventional love stories’ that have'emerged in post-CR period. And she
extensively discusses the emergence and importance of Scar Literature and
the literature of expose in the post-CR period, which claims to present a
realistic description of tragedies.

She analyzes few works of some writers such as, Chang Chieh,
Chang Hsin-Hsin, to show the-emergence of new trends and argues that the
reason for the emergence of Scar Literature and tile literature of expose is
the obscurantist policy carried out during the Cultural Revolution against the
people. She also points to social abuses and political contradictions as the
main cause of the problems that occurred during this period and which are
depicted in the writing of post-CR authors.

In an article ‘CCP’s Policy Toward Intellectuals’ (Issues & Stua’ies,
Vol: 23 Nb:, 1, 1987) Milton D.Yeh has written about the recent historical
background of Chinese intellectuals. He analyzes the salient features of
intellectuals in different periods under CCP’s rule and the policies, which
brought about changes iﬁ their positions and status. He discusses Zhou

Enlai’s stand on the autonomy of the Intellectuals and Mao and Deng’s stand

12



on the role of intellectuals. Looking at the emergence of new trends in the
Chinese literary scene, he talks about the different roles of intellectuals in
Deng’s era. Unlike the pre reform era period, intellectuals under Deng were
included in the Pafty, but at the same time, he says, it is not clear whether
intellectuals dominate the policy making process or not. Nor he notes can
one find any clue to the role of intellectuals in China’s development process.
Finally Yeh discusses the debate Fhat took place between Maoist and
Dengist’s on the emergence of new literary trends, with the Dengist
demanding a ‘double hundred movement.’

In ‘China’s Youth: Problem and Prospeqt’, (Issues & Studies, Vol:
18, No: 8, Aug.1982) Thomas B. Gold discusses the youth problem in
China. He says that there exists a crisis of confidence among youth in
China. They lack confidence in socialism as it exists and they view it Ias
failing to give them the benefits, which they have been promised for so long.
Analyzing the impact of the Cultural Revolution on the minds of young
people he finds that its experience prompted them to demand change in the
system. This gave birth to the democracy movement, which was led by
young people. The author also mentions the Party’s response to the attitude
of Chinese youth. While Party did not deny the existence of the problem, it
stressed that involved only a minority and it was controllable. In the
beginning the Party claimed that cause of the Cultural Revolution was the
cult of Mao but later admitted that there were errors committed by Party

leaders and there was fundamental problem in the Party and its system.
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Jeffrey C.Kinklay’s ‘After Mao: Chinese Literature and Society,
]978-1981 ", (Harvard University, 1985) attempts to examine the recent
changes in the literary filed and deal with contemporary Chinese literature
and Chinese society. He analyzes the reason for the emergence of different
kinds of literature in the post-Mao era. There is a general agreement on the
issues the he Viewé as important in this period. He makes three points in the
book. One is the emergence of ‘the sqarch for the truth of life’, the second is
the struggle for the independence of literature from politics, and the third is
the expressions of sélf in Chinese literature. He says that these trends
indicate the future direction of Chinese literature. He notes that in today’s
China writers and intellectuals are asking for freedom of expression,
wherein they can express their own feelings and thoughts in their own ways.
This book provides an analysis of unprecedented divérsity of new literary
forms that emerged in the aftermath of the Cultural Revolution. The
author’s approach to these studies reveals much about society, politics and
popular culture in the post-Mao era.

In ‘Communist China’s Scar Literature’, (Issues & Studies Vol: 19,
No: 5, Feb 1983) Chou Yushan has talked about the reason for the v.emerging |
of Scar Literature in post-Mao China. At the end of 1978, at a forum jointly
sponsored by the Central China Normal College and the Institute of Foreign
Literature of the Chinese Academy of Social Science, the participants
examined the four basic causes for tragedies under socialist rule. They

pointed out that there were: 1. The existence of class, class contradictions

14



and class struggle, 2.defects in the socialist system itself such as lack of
democracy and an irﬁperfect legal system and bureaucratism, 3. Lack of
experience in promoting continued revolution under the dictatorship of the
proletariat, and 4. The existence of old ideology and of ignorance among the
people. These fours factors co- exist in the works of authors whose works
constitute what is termed as ‘Scar Literature’.

The writer says that under thp Chinese Communist rule in the past
thirty years numerous people on the mainland have suffered insults and
bodily harm. He argues that many of the;m had a chance to acquaint the
public with their sufferings by means of their own writings. In this article
the author has cited three typical examples of Scar literature that prove that
affection for one’s own kin persisted in a society in which children were
taught to pllace the Party above their family and told that ‘Chairman Mao is

dearer than their parents’.

Justification of research:

In the last one year, I have conducted interviews and collected |
materials in an attempt to understand how the Cultural Revolution (1966-
1976) has affected the Chinese Society and the people. I have interviewed
several people who experienced the Revolution while they wefe in school. -
Most of the interviewees were students in 1969, but some also were teachers.
Several were relativés of the {/ictims. They related stories that occurred in
schools, both in Beijing and iﬁ the provinces, including colleges, middle

schools; elementary schools, and a kindergarten.
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The fact that many stories of the Cultural Revolution were not
reported which forced researchers to go beyond the printed or filmed
materials that historians usualiy employ for their studies. For instance, two
books considered  the best works on this period,”> ‘The Politics of the |

Chinese Cultural Revolution’, '

and ‘Red Guard Factionalism and the
Cultural Revolution in Guangzhou’,”® and the dissertation of the author of
the latter book, ‘The Origin and De\{elopment of the Red Guard Movement
of China’,'® while providing many details on the activities of the Red Guards,
these made no mention of the violence against the Red Guards by the PLA
in the summer of 1969. This despite the fact that these studies employed not
only careful reading of large amounts of both government and Red Guard
publicaﬁons, but also made use of interviews with former Red Guards.

I have conducted face-to-face conversations and correspondence with |
the interviewees. I asked if they were beaten in schools during the Cultural
Revolution. Most interviewees had been a witnéss to those events. I also
asked for names of schools where there was no violence against the Red

Guards. No response ensued. In fact, I have found no school where the PLA"

did not beat the Red Guards during the Cultural Revolution.

William A. Joseph, Christine P. W. Wong and David Zweig (ed.), New Perspectives on the
Cultural Revolution (Harvard Press, Cambridge, 1991), p. 285.

Lee Hong Yong, The Politics of the Chinese Cultural Revolution (University of California
Press, Berkeley, 1978).

Stanley Rosen,, Red Guard Factionalism and the Cultural Revolution in Guangzhou,
(Westvjew Press, Boulder, 1982).

Stanley Rosen, “The Origins and Development of the Red Guards in China”, Ph.D dissertation,
1979, printed in 1984 by University Microfilms International, Ann Arbor, Michigan, U.S.A.
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Most interviewees were willing to tell me what they witnessed. Some
interviewees who were involved in the beatings refused or were reluctant to
talk to me. It is regrettable, though understandable, that those who best know
the deiails have been the most adamant in refusing to disclose them.

A more surprising phenomenon is that some Red Guards victims who
were beaten also would not provide details of torture. For them, the |
memories of this pertod are too humiliating and painful to relive. Students
were physically attacked by the PLA. Eighteen educators in all were beaten
to death by the PLA. In other cases, the ‘Red Guards’ were seriously injured
and some committed suicide after suffering humiliation and torture.

These violent attacks on campuses, however, have not been reported
for various reasons. In the summer of 1969, when these events occurred, not
a word concerning the violence was ever mentioned in the Chinese media,
ciespite the fact that the media enthusiastically hailed the "Red Guards" --
which had arisen nation-wide in early August of 1966 -- and reported their |
activities: as headline news. almost everyday. From the newspapers,
magazines and documentary films published by Chinese authorities at that
time, never mentioned anything about violent attacks against the ‘Red
Guards.’

The bloody side of the Revolution was lost in the spectacular,
uplifting image the media created. Nor were the deaths or torture reported by
the Red Guard publications of that period. Aside from these two kinds of

materials, there are scarcely any private records left from that period.
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Unfortunately for today's scholars, government-controlled m_edia and the
writings of Red Guards have become the primary and, in fact, almost the
only primary source for research on this period of the Revolution.

When I was working on this paper, I was repeatedly shocked by the
gap between what happened and what has been reported. Many basic facts
have been neglected i'ntentionally or unintentionally. This case is a classic
example of the success of Chinese authorities in controlling mass media and
public opinion, and reveals the extent to which key elements in an important

part of history can elude even persistent historians.
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'CHAPTER - 11

'~ THE GREAT PROLETARIAN CULTURAL REVOLUTION
AND ITS IMPACT ON THE CHINESE YOUTH

The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution was one of the most
complex political events in the entire history of the Chinese Communist
Party. It involved directly of indirectly, all of the Chinese people, raised
debates on a wide range of issues, and revealed a multitude of conflicts at
various levels. |

After the catastrophic failures of the Great Leap F orWard Movement,
Mao Zedong withdrew from active politics and left Liu Shaoqi, Zhou Enlai
and Deng Xiaoping to guide the economy fo recovery. All had been loyal
Maoists but they no longer believed in the brand of radical ideological that
Mao advocated. Under the new leadership there was a shift to an emphasis
on expertise rather than ideological purity. Mao was disillusioned with the
revisionist direction that the Communist Party was taking in the Soviet
Union and probably saw China heading in the same direction.

‘The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution’ (1966-76) was launched
by Chinese Communist Party (CCP) chairman Mao Zedong. He perceived
that the country had drifted away from socialism and it was going toward the
‘restoration of capitalism’. The campaign, Which‘was euphorically described

as ‘a great revolution that touches people to their very soul’ and which
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inspired radical students. But now it is regarded as having been a terrible
catastrophe for the Chinese nation’.! |

The origins of the Cultural Revolution can be traced to the mid-
1950s when Mao first became seriously concerned about the path that
China's socialist transition had taken in the years since the CCP had come to
power in 1949. His anxieties about the bureaucratization of the party,
ideological degeneration in society as a whole, and .the increasing
socioeconomic inequalities that had e;rlerged as China modernized escalated
through the early 1960s and propelled him to embark on a crusade to
expelled the “revisionism” that he believed was contaminating the party and
the nation.

According to Mao, the Cultural Revolution was a continuation of the
revolution, which thé Chinese people had been waging for over forty years
against the Chiang Kai Shek’s Kuomintang dictatorship. It was a poiitical
revolution carried out by the working class of China leading the main
masses of the people, the peasants, the petty bourgeoisie, and the cadre
intellectuals, against the Chinese bourgeoisies and all other exploiting
classes and their international backers.

The Cultural Revolution can be best described as Mao;s attempt to
resolve the basic contradictions between the egalitarian view of Marxism
and the elitist tendencies of Leninist organizational pfinciples. By drawing

the Chinese masses into the political process, Mao wanted to reverse the

' Jack Chen, Inside the Cultural Revolution (Sheldon Press, London, 1976), p.19
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trend toward restra_tiﬁcation caused by the bureaucratization of the Party and
also he‘;vanted to build a mass consensus on the future direction of the
Chinese society.” As the attack on the Party commenced and proceeded,
Mao relied on two organizations to implement his radical programme: one
was the Red Guards, China’s young generation of school and university

students, and the other was the Cultural Revolutionary Group led by Mao’s

wife Jiang Qing.

The Red Guard:
After the launch of the Cultural Revolution, the Red Guard

movement rapidly gain momentum. Thousands of students from all over the

country gathered in Beijing and listened to Mao’s speech on different
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got a glimpse of Mao. Under Mao’s continuing encouragement, the
numbers of the Red Guards grew rapidly. They not only carried out many
protests and demonstrations, also started destroying the remnants of China’s
culture such as historical sites and temples. They arrested many people
without having authority letters and attacked whom they wanted. They were
doing things at their own will. In the beginning Mao did not seem to be
disturbed. In one speech Moa said:

“I firmly believe that a few months of disturbances will be mostly
for the good. And that little bad will result from these disturbances.
It does not matter if there are no provincial Party committee,; we
still have the district and Xian committee.... ... workers, soldiers and

Lee Hong Yung, The Politics of the Chinese Cultural Revolution (University of California
Press, Berkley, 1977), p.3 Diss
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peasants must not interfere with the students in the great Cultural
Revolution”. >

And ‘The People’s Daily’ quoted Mao as saying, “In the best analysis,
all the truths of Marxism-Leninism can be summed up in one sentence: To
Rebel is justiﬁed”.A
Cultural Revolutionary Group: the Cultural Revolutionary Group was to
act as a provisional organ of power and administration across the country .
until the shattered apparatus of -the Communist Party was rebuilt.
Theoretically, the Committee was to be established on the basis of a
‘revolutionary triple alliance’ consisting of (a) ‘revolutionary mass
organisations’, (b) Red Guards and other Pro-Maoist ‘rebel’ groups, and (c)
remnants of Party apparatus that still held party favour. At the provincial
level, the revolutionary committee were to become the embodiment of the
Maoist claimed that a seizure of power on the three way alliance principle
had been accomplished. The army was to help the establishment of
Revolutionary Committees throﬁghout the‘country.4

The Red Guards disruptive behaviour prompted the Party to take
some restrictive actions. On September 8, 1966, the Cent_ral Committee and
the State Council. decreed that the Red Guards should cooperate with the
Party and government organizations and with the PLA in shouldering the

glorious responsibility of protecting the Party and State secrets.

> Y.C. Chang., Factional and Coalition Politics in China (Pracger Publishers, New York 1976),
p.31L.

*  Tai Sung An, Mao Tse-Dong’ Cultural Revolution (Pegasus Publishers, USA 1972), p.28
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Throughout the fall and winter of 1967, the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army made great efforts to restore peace and order and tighten
control over unruly and protesting Maoist factions. The army sent the Maoist
‘rebel’ back to the schools and factories. PLA reopened the schools with the
army political commissars on hand to supervise both the instructions and the
ex-Red Guards pupils at schools. They enforced strict discipline against the
troublemakers and exerted great pressure on rival Maoist factionél groups to
conclude the revolutionary three-way alliance or establish new
Revolutionary Committee as new instruments of local power. As a result of
factional fighting across the country in the summer of 1968, heavy damages
were inflicted on Communist China’s Industries, railways, ports and other
communications facilities. Speaking to a conference of transport workers in
Beijing in May, 1968, Premier Zhou Enlai acknowledged that factional
fighting and sabotage in a key railway junctions in the southern Jiangxi
border area had paralyzed.

In late July 1968, Chairman Mao apparently decided to take steps to
crack down on this fresh phase of turmoil. Moderate leaders in Beijing
apparenﬂy convinced Mao that if he allowed to cbntinue such kind of
factional fighting then it Would risk national integration. So the time had
come to bring the rampant Red Guards factional struggles to a halt.
Convincingly or unconvincingly Mao decided to turn his back on the Red

Guards as he had heard lot about their abrupt actions which creating disorder

in the society.
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It was quite apparent that even Chairman Mao was disillusioned with
the Red Guards and their actions that he'once.hailed as ‘forerunners’ of his
Cultural Revolution. According to reliable Hong Kong sources of August
1968, Mao personally called five Beijing Red Guard representatives at three
o clock in the morning of July 28, 1968, and continuously for five hours
blamed them for their disunity and _failure to measure up to his
‘revolutionary’ standards.” These sources describe Mao as having broken
down and wept as he told these senior Red Guard leaders that their
unprincipled factional fighting was responsible for provoking fhe trend
toward military rule in China and not proletarian rule in China. Mao told
them “you have let me down; you have disappointed the workers, peasants
and soldiers of china”. After this session,. Mao termed the Red Guards as
troublemakers and asked PLA to pu; them down.

In August I, 1968, (Beijing Army Day), Chairman Mao perhaps
reluctantly approved directives authorizing the army to suppress Maoist
factional fighting and halt the leftist-extremists militant struggle for power.
He told that the PLA control them with arms also if necessary. All the
posters and publishing of papers by the Red Guards were put under army
control. The army was instructed to normalize railways traffic, which was
disrupted by the Red Guards. The Afmy Day editorial (Beijing) described |
the.Revolutionary Committees that were set up in provi-nces as the country’s

organs of power to be obeyed by all units. The army was directed to back

®  Joan Robinson The Cultural Revolution ( Penguin Books, Middlesex, England, 1969), pp. 31-
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all Revolutionary-Committees at all level of administration and to defend
themselgles from enemies on th.e right or extreme left.®

Since then the Red Guards have been consistently looked down upon |
in Beijing’s official statements. An authoritative article published on
August 25, 1968, in, Red Flag’ and reprinted in ‘The People Daily’ laid
down the new line. Calling both the Red Guards and China’s old
intellectuals as vacillating and unreligble. It hailed the workers and peasants
‘acting in collaboration with the commanders and fighters of the PLA as the
staunchest and most dependable agents for carrying the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution through to complete victory.

Moreover, the Red Guards were subjected to more concrete
disciplinary measures. Workeré-peasants—soldiers team for propagating the
thought of Mao moved into colleges, schools and other cultural
establishments to deal with the students and intellectuals and carry out
struggle ‘criticism transformation. Fresh attempts were made to disband
illegal mass organizations and to sent students and unemployed youths to
work in the countryside or in border regions.

But considering the fact that they had to destroy the very same party,
they went on not obeying the Party’s-order. And in Méy 1968, the Party
called the PLA to stop the Red Gﬁards disruptive activities. Hence, the PLA
began an extensive campaign against the Red Guards. In this carhpai gn the

military used the Red Workers. At the end of July 1968, Qinghua

¢ Ibid. pp. 56-57
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University where the Red Guard movement had begun in 1966 was occupied
by mixed work-teams of the PLA and the Red workers. In the.course of this
event number of students died and many were wounded. In many parts of
China, the PLA with the help of the local organisation carried out campaign
against Red Guards and in the proceé.s several hundred Red Guards were
shot dead.” The most serious confrontation between Maoists and local
troops developed during the period of February 1968 to September 1968. It
was here that ‘a civil war-like’ confrontation developed. Both sides used
heavy weapons while fighting. Some of the to»hvns were almost destroyed
and more than 50,000 people were killed in four months. On seeing this
kind of incidents taking place in china, the Red Guards were surprised and
confused. And therefore, they appealed Mao to look into the matter. Their
appeals were uﬁanswered and they were captured by the Regional
Commanders and their followers. At the same time other administrative
units also declared that the Red Guards organizations were to be officially
disbanded and replaced by other kinds of mass organization.

In order to bring the Red Guards and their organizations into under
control the new leadership started to force the Red Guards to undergo
manual labour in the village so that they learn from the peasants and learn.
how to submit themselves to ¢ revolutionary discipline’ .

The nature of the conflict between the PLA and the Red Guards was

violent. The fight between them led to many deaths and injuries. For

7

Joan Robinson, n.5, pp.47-48
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example, four hundreds rebels were said to have burned alive in a multi-
storey building in Wu Han incident of July 1967. In the later period of 1969,
the participants in this factional struggle used arms like daggers, knives,
small arms, automatic weapons, mortars, artillery and even tanks in some
cases. And as a result many people had died in the fight. After going
through the harsh treatment by the new leaders.hips the Red Guards were
confused and developed a sense of betrayal. They could not help asking |
from Mao what was going on there. They reminded Mao the purpose of their
formation as Red Guards. They said that their purposes were ‘to change the
nature of the Party, to revive revolutionary consciousness and to create a
radical Party’. They asked him why the Party was controlling them when
they were supposed to control the Party. And why Mao was also helping the
new leadership in controlling them. The Red Guards felt betrayed socially,
personally and ideologically.

In the post-Cultural Revolution period, there existed a crisis of
confidence among the youth in China. They started disbelieving in |
Socialism that was supposed to benefit them as a system. They lacked faith
in the Communist Party of China also which was supposedly wo'_rking for

society’s betterment and therefore, indirectly would benefit them.

Socially: After being controlled by the Party With the help of the PLA, they
felt socially betrayed, that is, their actions were condemned by the Party and
by the people of the society. They were at lost by thinking that they were

working for the welfare of the same people but eventually they were
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criticising them for their actions. They could not help but got confused and
felt betrayed by Mao. After their capture by the same Party which Mao had

asked them to destroy, they developed a sense of betrayal among them.

Personal: Those forced to become manual workers complained that they
had no hope of promotion. Their work was tedious and unrewarding and
their years of study had been wasted. ® -The Chinese young people felt
betrayed personally. They said that they gave up their study to establish a
new Party but they were paid nothing for that instead they got betrayed by
the same Party. They had left their homes and joined Red Guards movement.

But in return they had been given nothing but sense of betrayal.

Ideologically: Ideologically, the Chinese youth felt betrayed too. They
thought that by following Mao’s thought they would establish an ideal
Political Party system, but they could not do it because their actions were
halted in the process.

During the GPCR, the people and especially the youth were so loyal
and ‘inspired’ that they would force themselves into believing anything,
once the official announcement of it came.

In his fictions ‘The Overpass’ while describing the revolutionary
spirit and enthusiasm of the youth, Liu Xinwu says, “the youth of that time
wére so simple, ‘the call of the Party’, ‘the need of the motherland’, ¢ the

aspirations of the people’, as soon as these words entered their ears, raging

8 Adrian Hsia, The Chinese Cultural Revolution (McGraw-Hill Book Company, New York,

1972), p.63
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flames would be ignited inside their hearts.” Another good example that
depicts this effect of the Cultural Revolution on Chinese. youth is Lu -
Xinhua’s ‘The Scar’ wherein a young girl hated her own mother for having
‘conspired with the enemies.” She leaves her house to take part in the
‘revolution’ and refuses to even acknowledge having received letters that her
mother sends her. It is only after a decade of hatred and self-convincing that
informed that her mother was wrongly convicted. Even then she is unable to
believe the news and waits for the ‘official confirmation.’

In November 1977 issue of ‘People’s Literature’ carried a short story
“The Class Councillor’, written by Liu Xinwu. This was one of the first
works of the new era in Chinese literature that later came to be known as
‘Scar Literature’, a movement that revealed the wounds and sufferings of the
Chinese people. It was also the first writing that revealed Ihow obscurantist
policies carried out during the Cultural Revolution -had harmed the minds
and spirit of the youth."” Thus, Liu Xinwu became one of the pioneers of
the new era in Chinese literature. As he says himself in “Tearing off the
Labels”,'! he was even called the father of the Scar Literature

The first example of Liu Xian’s story about this secondary school
teacher 1n “The Class Councillor.” The story revolves around Zhang Junshi,

a teacher who is confronted with the task of admitting a juvenile delinquent -

Song Baoqi to his class. Zhang Junshi has a lot of speaking and explaining

Xinw‘u,-Liu The Class Counsellor (People’s Literature Publishers, Shanghai, 1977)

Qin Yuhui, “Course of fiction writing after the Cultural Revolution”, available at
<http://www.white-collar.net/wx_bzj/xslc/9910105_01htm>,2001.

Xinwu,Liu “Tearing off the Labels”, (ed.), Xiaohong Bo, <http://www.kehuan999.com/xdwx/
liuxinwu/000/016.htm>2001
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to do since there are apprehensions among other students regarding the
‘change of atmosphere’ in the class after the induction of the ‘young
ruffian.” Here we are introduced to Xie Huimin, a hard working model
student of Zhang’s class. As the story develops, the focus slowly shifts from
Zhang Junshi and Song Baoqi to Xie Huimin. Xie ‘Huimin represents
students of that period that were intelligent and capable, but due to the
strong impressions taken from thq ‘revolution’, evolved into stubborn
personalities who failed to subject their views to scrutiny. To her, only thing
that camé out in the official newspaper were true. For instance, when other
students and even Zhang himself asks her to read a foreign book “Niumeng”
she refuses on the grounds that it has not been recommended in the
newspaper. Such was the block in her mind that she closed doors to all
views attacking the ‘naturally correct’ conclusions that she had made about
life. Here, the reader gets the feeling that it is probably easier to reform
Song Baoqi, who made silly mistakes owing to lack of maturity than to
make Xie Huimin understands, who clings on to her views fearing confusion
and insecurity. It can well be imagined that when it is so difficult to make a
young and intel_ligent student come to ténns with reality, how difficult and
probably shattering it would be of others.

In another example ‘One’s Wishes’'2, we read about a secondary
school with the mysterious character of Shi Yihui who has been its

inconspicuous sweeper for years. His childhood was one full of suffering

12" Xinwu, Liu, One’s Wishes (People’s Literature Publication, Shanghai, 1981)
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and oppression by two foreign missionaries during the late Qing dynasty.
Since, he belongs to another generation, he often able to give. the author, a
teacher in the school, a very different perspective on the events that take
place during revolution. Here we once again observe the character of a
young, earnest and simple teacher who is often in doubt regarding the
evidently inhuman or illogical things happening around the campus in the |
name of revolution, but yet is unable to criticize them as wrong. For
instance, he is very disturbed when he finds out that a ‘capitalist’ was
dragged out of his house and beaten to death. The body of the man méy out
in the open as it rained without anybody caring for it. Shi Yihui, without the
slightest fear or hesitation, covers the body with a plastic sheet. When
‘revolutionaries’ discover this, they are greatly angered and want to make an
example of the counter- revolutionary \;vho had so blatantly shown sympathy
to the ‘capitalist dog.” Though they never find out who did it, the author
knows all along. However, he is angry with Shi Yihui too for having |
sympathised with such a man. It is only later in the story that the author had
a chancé to find out why Shi Yihui acted in the manner he did. Shi Yihui
simply tells him that he thought the struggle was .among men, ad not
between men and animals, thus there should be a line drawn. He tells the
author that he respected the Party because he was sure that it would never
ill-treat anybody. However, since a few years, he say totally different
picture. To him people seemed to use the revolution more as a pretext to let

their animalselves loose. This simple argument of an uneducated, illiterate
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old man leaves thé teacher deeply moved. Despite being equipped with all
the theories and ideology, the author had failed to see things in the same
light and clarity as Shi Yihui. Throughout the story, the author grapples
with the character of Shi Yihui. He finds him mysterious, then foolish, then
strange and finally someone to learn from. He is constantly perturbed by Shi
Yihui’s act but unable to summarily reject him as a clumsy fool. This is yet
another example of how the ultra-left policies of extremist groups like the
five-one-six plundered the Chinese society in the name of revolution.

In another fiction “The Overpass™", Liu Xinwu describes a family
living in an extremely small house. The story is set in Beijing after the
Cultural Revolution came to an end. One observes as a distinct strain in
human relations reflected in this work. The members of the Hou family
seem to be in constant conflict with oneself in trying to strike a balance
between individual interest and common interest. For example, Hou Yong,
who initially admires his elder brother Hou Rui, a teacher in a secondary
school, fdr his knowledge and intellect starts despising him and even looking
down upon him. Hou Yong finds Hou Rui incompetent and incapable since
.he is unable to use contacts like some of his colleagues to get a better house
allotted to him. He also finds out Hou Rui and younger sister Hou Ying
‘obstructing’ his aspirations of settling down in Beijing in spite of working
in the outskirts , similarly the presence of sister in the house makes it

difficult to him to move in and finally get his domicile transferred.

" Xinwu, Liu, The Overpass (People’s Literature Publication, Beijing, 1979)

32



In chapter 21 of ‘The Overpass,” Liu Xinwu talks about the difference '
in the attitudes of people before and after the revolution. Describing the
scene of an evening in the narrow lanes of Beijing, he say that the dark and
gloomy streets were not a result the fine tradition of saving electricity but
instead a product of selfishness induced by the ‘decade’ which has no
‘parallels’ in history. He says that before the revolution, houses within one
compound had only common electric meter. The electricity charges were
calculated by counting the numbers of lights or simply the total number of
watts of electric bulbs. At that time people weré not really that touchy
about using electricity. During the evening the streets would always exhibit
a splendid scene with the lights lit up in every compound. Since people
were a lot more conscious, they would switch off the lights whenever not in
use. Thus actual wastage was not much. After the decade long chaos, ‘there
was this universal feeling of betrayal’ and the people of these lanes in
Beijing suddenly became selfish. The mutually accommodative and
mutually forgiving neighbours suddenly changed into misers, calculative
down to the last penny. In some years, every house had its own meters. This
happened on such a scale that there was a scarcity of meters. As for those
who were unable to get 6n installeci, they would feel little lower than others.
They would often be the losers when calculating the electricity charges.
People became so miserable tﬁat they would have only an 8 or 6-watt bulb
inside their houses. The money saved would then be used to buy other

things. The result according to the author was that children often had to go
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to man roads and study under the’sfreetlights. This also discouraged people
to .Spend_their evenings reading newspapers or books, thus.according to
author, increasing ‘vulgarity” and ‘shallowness’. Another result was that -
many hard-working children who had to do their homework under
streetlights turned myopic.

The novels also talks about the overall economic situation of city
dwellers at that time, and the disparities in well being that had crept in. This
is an example of how the society was frying to get reorganized after ten
years of chaos and how the years affected the mindset of the people.

Another story describing the situation after the revolution in ‘Black
Walls’”, Liu Xinwu describes the difficulty faced by people in coming to
terms with the new reality. A simple incident such as a man deciding to -
paint the walls of his house black attracts the concern and condemnation ‘of
his elderly neighbours. The writers shows us how these people who are
tuned to the.‘class struggle’ mentality of the ‘cultural-revolution’ days, see a
simple issue of personal preferences as an act of ‘bourgeois liberalism.’
Older generations find it hard to accept the end of class struggle and the
diminished role of security organs and neighbourhood committees in
implementing what seems to be a big fuss over mere interior decoration.”
The ‘revolutionary’ style of d‘oing things had_ such a profound impact on the

minds of these people, that they naturally went back to their well-practiced -

" Xinwu, Liu, Black Walls (People’s Literature Publication, Shanghai, 1978)

Steven W. Lewis, “Chinese Political Literature as Comparative Social Science Teaching
Material: Issues and Obstacles”, Paper Prepared for the workshop on “Teaching Chinese
Language,  Literature and Culture”, Asian Studies Program, Rice University, <http:/
www..ruf.rice.edu/~tnchina/commentary/lewis0500.thm>, 2001.
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ways whenever confronted with a situation of individual action against
‘collective consultation’.

Through the examples citied above and other such writings, Liu
Xinwu presents the readers with a spectrum of characters, and the
personalities they evolve into, emerging from the Cultural Revolution. He
vividly shows how the conflicting views and mutually contradicting
statements emanating from the leadership af different points of time induced
feelings of disillusionment, indifference and obstinacy in many people. His
characters of the post-cultural re\.lolution period often show a constant
mental struggle where they feel insecure in subjecting their views to scrutiny
but yet between the effects the period had by changing reality. He also
makes a comparison between the effect the period had on people from
différent background and the way they reacted to events during and after the
revolution. Thus, through his writings, Liu Xinwu gives the readers enough
space and material to analyze and understand what the Chinese people came
to be emerging from ten years of ‘educating and liberating themselves.’'

Impact. on the Chinese Society: Inspired by Mao’s call to eliminate
the ‘four olds’-old culture, old ideas, old_ customs and old habits, the Red

Guard student brigades went on a rampage. The Red Guards destroyed

' From the 9™ to the 28" of October 1966, The Central Committee of the CPC convened the
central working proletarian cultural revolution”. He called the Party’s practice of sending
working groups to various places for the task of leading the revolution the “Capitalist
reactionary line” and instead championed the so called The Revolutionary Line of the
Proletariat that advocated ‘self-teaching’ and ‘self-liberation’ of the masses. During this
conference Lin Biao openly blamed Liu Shaoqi and Deng Xiaoping for following the so called
“line of suppressing the masses and acting against the revolution.” Working groups were
actually sent to various parts of China to properly regulate and guide the revolution by Deng
and Liu during Mao’s absence. This was contrary to the interests of Lin Biao and his group.
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anything and everything associated with pre-1949 China or the West. Their
~ targets included tight trousers, jazz records, silk clothes, mah-jongg sets,
antiques, classical and foreign literature, religioué objects, and eveﬁ pets.
Then, since they did not have to go back to school, the Red Guards spread
out across the countryside. Society was in complete chaos. People were
forced to commit suicide. Many parents asked their children to kill them in
order to-be safely killed rather than killed brutally by the Red Guards. The
Red Guards publicly ridiculed and abused Mao's rivals. L.iu Shaoqi was
imprisoned, where he died in worse condition than normal death in 1969;
Deng Xiaoping was also put in jail, and Zhou Enlai was driven into
seclusion. The aroused students and the Peoples Liberation Army were used
to pull down bureaucrats from their positions of power and privilege. They
forced Maoist orthodoxy on party members and populace alike. In all areas,
from surgery to nuclear physics and beyond, Mao's words were law.
Presumably, the application of the wisdom of Chairman Mao which was
written in the little red book, Quotations from Chairman Mao Zedong, was -
to lead to miraculous achievements or at least what they had thought of. The
Red Guérds pl.aced political purity above economic growth, and therefore
-they hampered production and research works. Their réllies and
demonstrations disrupted the entire educational system. College professors,‘
plant managers, and the children of the bureaucratic elite were tortured and
forced to confess publicly their many crimes against ‘the people’. In all the

cases many innocent people became victim of their brutal act of violence.
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Many victims were publicly humiliated at struggles sessions where they
were forced to wear dunce caps and confess their crimes before crowds of
baying tormentors. At the trial of Jiang Qing and her accomplices in 1980, it
was reported that nearly 800,000 people had been framéd and persecuted, of
whom 34,900 were persecuted to death (this figure does not include those
who committed suicide).!” Those who were not imprisoned or killed were
forced to do manual labour in rural communes to enable them to understand
the hardships endured by China's peasantry. In cities such as Shanghai, the
workers seized control of the factories and local bureaucracy. As Mao had -
hoped, the centralized state and technocratic elites that had grown steadily
since the Communists took over were being torn apart by the anger (rage) of
the people. However satisfying for advocates of continuing revolution like
Mao and Jiang Qing, who saw their power grow by leaps and bounds as
Mao's former compatriots were purged, it was clear that the Cultural
Revolution threatened to return China to the chaos and vulnerability of the
pre-revolutionary era. By 1967 industrial production had hampered and
basic education and reséarch had ceased. Red Guards burned down.the
British consulate and attacked other foreign einbassies in Beijing, and some
areas of the country were almost in anarchy. The Red Guards and other
student and worker movements were disbanded and in some cases forcibly

repressed. When the Communist Party held its Ninth Party Congress in April
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11969, the students’ holiday was over. Two thirds of the delegates were in
military uniform, and almost nobody

represented the radical youth.

Impact on the Red Guards:

During the Cultural Revolution, the personal life of most Chinese was
affected to a great extent. The group whose life was most affected by the
Cultural Revolution were adolescents and young adults. The Red Guards
role was as the destroyer of the ‘four olds of society i.e. old ideas, old
cultures, old thinking, and old customs.

The generation of the sent-down youtﬁ in the Cultural Revolution are
usually characterized as a homogenous group because of their similar
experience during the Cultural Revolution in the countryside. But at the
same time, others have described them differently. Some people call their
generation as a lost, deceived, and decadent generation. The reason they
give to call them as lost generation is that they participated in a failed
political experiment and that they are marginalized in today’s Chinese
society. Some of them have described them as the most strong and capable
generation ovf all.

They made posters forced them into conflict with authority and the
older generation. Most of the youth of the Cultural Revolution generation |
felt that their lives had been off track. “In the post Cultural Revolution
period, there existed a crisis of confidence among the youth in China. They

started disbelieving in Socialism which was supposed to benefit them as a
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system. They lacked faith in the Communist Party of China also which was
supposedly working for society’s betterment and therefore, indirectly would
benefit them'®,

The generation of the sent-down youth in the Cultural Revolution are
usually characterized as a homogenous group because of similar experiences
during the Cultural Revolution in the countryside. They have also been seen
a lost, deceived, and decadent generation. Because they are seen as having
participated in a failed political experiment and marginalized in Chinese
society today. Some scholars, however, have described them as the most
strong and capable generation of all.

Whatever or however people call them or described them, the red
guards call themselves as lost generation due to their experience during the
CR and their lost of education and almost everything in that period. They
say that their education was interrupted and hence \had no qualification to
fight in today’s Chinese society. “All they wanted was to complete their
study and were given a suitable job in which they could use their talent and
made contfibution in the constructions of their country’s economy”.19 But
du_e to their inability, they weren’t provided any kind of job in the Post-
Cultural Revolution period from the same Party for whom they sacrificed
their whole adulthood and when that decade was over they were treated as a
lost generation and given no attention to their problems of livelihood, career

and their family. The rejection'from the Party, they felt disheartened and

'8 Wen Chung-Kuo, “China’s Youth: Problems and Programs”, Issues & Studies, Vol. 18, no. 8,

August 1982, p. 42

" Andrien Hsia, n.8, p.56
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frustrated and hence, carried out a movement called Democracy Wall
movement to express their anger towards the party and to- seek justice.
Young people dominated 1978-1980 movement. Their dissatisfaction and
disillusionment with the system took the shape of great outpouring of
grievances and suggestions for change in China’s political system. Through
this movement they wanted to convey their feelings of betrayal which they |
got from their own Party for which they worked for. They demanded the
change in the political structure. This movement precipitated unprecedented
political debates, fresh political issues, unofficial magazines, and
independent political organizations. As Wang Juntao, one of the participants,
has pointed out, the political activists who came to the fore in the
Democracy Wall »movement played a key role in China's ‘struggle for
democratic change’® in the post-Mao era. This movement not only began
the public critique of the Cultural Revolution and Mao's policies and
démanded a reversal of the unjust verdicts of the Mao period (1949-76), it

also for the first time in the People's Republic called publicly for political
reform and human rights. The participants of Democracy Wall movement
attemptéd to achieve their own political rights. During the Democracy Wall
movement the participants used the same methods of wall posters,
pampbhlets, open debates and establishing their own networks that they had
used when Mao summoned them to rebel against authority in the Cultural

Revolution. But this time their goals were different. A group of people were

% Merle Goldman, “The Twentieth Anniversary of the Democracy Wall Movement”, Harvard

Asia Quarterly, March 22, 2001, p. 8
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looking for new institutions and new ideas and not the new leadership. Most
of them started hating Marxist terminology. Because of the sufferings they,
their families, frieﬁds, and colleagues had experienced in the Culturél
Revolution. Some of them called for institutional and legal procedures to
guarantee freedom of speech, human rights and civil liberties to prevent
(avoid) such repression and arbitrary treatment in the ﬁ]turé.

Debates on the role of Red Guard:

There are different opinions exist among the people in today’s
Chinese society about the role played by the Red Guards in the past and the
significance of this past for the development of the nation. = There are
people who blame the Red Guards for the excesses and human tragedies
which occurred in the Cultural Revolution. But Red Guards argued that they
were forced into it, they did not do it willingly. They were told that what
they were doing was good for the nation and especially for the struggle of
classless. society. Hence they thought it was good for the nation and
committed tragedies and mistakes. They regretted about their actions and
were unhappy and hoped that they wished they could have avoided those
actions.

China's leaders may choose to ignore the Democracy Wall movement
for political reasons but others have not done so. Democracy Wall
Movement was a trénsformative political event in the People's Republic. It
precipitated unprecedented political debates, fresh political issues, ﬁnofﬁcial

magazines, and independent political organizations. As Wang Juntao who
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participated in the movement, has pointed out, the p.olitical activists who |
came to the fore in the Democracy Wall movement played a key role in
China's struggle for democratic change in the post-Mao era. This movement
not only began the public critique of the Cultural Revolution and Mao's
policies and demanded a reversal of the unjust verdicts of the Mao period
(1949-76), it also for the first time in the People's Republic called publicly
for political reform and human rights. Unlike the participants in the spring
1989 demonstrations, who begged the party to reform, the participants in

Democracy Wall movement attempted to achieve their own political rights.”’

?' Natascha Vittinghoff, “China’s Generation X: Rusticated Red Guards‘in Controversial

Contemporary Plays”, in Tang Tsou, Cultural Revolution And post-Mao Reforms (The
University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1986), pp. 286-287.
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CHAPTER - III

THE POST CULTURAL REVOLUTION: THE REACTION OF
THE YOUTH AND THE EMERGENCE OF
THE SCAR LITERATURE

The majority of youth were born on the eve of the Cultural
Revolution and grew up in a period of great turmoil and terror. During their
early childhood, all images of state and family authority were destroyed.
Under slogans like ‘Making revolution is ﬁo crime,” ‘Rebellion is right,” ‘the
situation is excellent’ and ‘Don’t forget class struggle,” the people of that
time created unending confusion which undoubtedly hindered normal
development of youth. When shuttered schools were reopened after the
Cultural Revolution youth did not abandon their evil practices such as
robbery and vandalism. They still insisted on struggling against teachers and
school administrators. Many of them still preferred manual labour to
gaining knowledge from books.'

The Chinese Communists graded students by their political standards,
because of this reason, very few cared to devote themselves to study.
Teachers were afréid to discipline refractory pupils. They said that youth in
mainland China today have a low educational standard and lack ethical
standards. On May 21, 1981, the Guangming Daily published a lettef from a

teacher in a senior high school in Beijing who complained that

! Chiang Chen-chang, “Youth Problems in Mainland China”, Issues & Studies, Vol:19,
No.5,May 1983. pp. 37-38
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troublemaking ,stﬁdents had caused a women teacher to suffer a nervous
breakdown.

After the downfall of Gang of Four in October 1976, the Chinese
Communists iniﬁated a new educational poliéy in which students were
required to study hard, love and respect their parents and love their brothers
and sisters.” The new policy had little effect. Still influenced by the
anarchism of the Cultural Revolution and the poisonous feudalistic heritage
they persisted in unruly behaviour and in some  cases took part in
demonstratiohs.

The outward mantfestation of a youth problem in China varied from a-
general cynicism and sense of alienation to spectacular individual or group
actions such as the bombing at the Beijing vRailway. Station. There deeply
exists a crisis of confidence among youths in China. They lack confidence
in socialism as it exists or even as it is supposed to be as a system to bring
them the benefits that they have been promised for so long. They lack faith |
in the Chinese Communists Party as a dedicated and competent vanguard
striving to build an ideal society.® They also very sceptical of repeated
pledges by elements in the Party to enforce discipline and regaih the Party’s
fine working style of Yanan days. The party’s very legitimacy is in question.

On a more personal level, they lack a sense of efficacy-that an individual.

Thomas B.Gold, “China’s Youth: Problem and Programs”, Issues &.Studies, Vol: 18, No. 8,
August 1982. p.53

Wen Chung-kuo, “The Rustication Policy and Youth Movements in Mainland China”, Issues
&Studies, Vol: 17, No.1, January 1981, pp.66-67

~
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They can make a difference either towards achieving the Four
Modemiéations or controlling their own fates.

These themes were well expressed in the essay ‘A Middle School
Students Despondency’ sent by her teacher to Shanghai’s Wen Hui Bao and
published there on January 20,1980. The student wrote that young people
lived in a spiritual void and had experienced a distorted development.
Despite enthusiastic sloganeering people were only out for themselves. In
her daily life she was surrounded by hypocrisy and deceipt. She wrote of
her beliéf in Communism as an ideal and her desire to be useful person, a
living being who benefits mankind. She pleaded for help to attain this goal.

“Youth who displayed great activism were usually suspect by their
peers. -Where as the majority of university students join the Communist
Youth League (CYL) as a safety measure, peers who join the CCP are
immediately branded as opportunists and careerists by others. Often, a
student who had joined the CCP will complain the loudest about its
shortcorﬁings to show that he is still one of the guys. But whenever we are
talking and a Party member comes around, we immediately change the ‘
subject. We can’t trust thém anymore.™

“At one end of the continuum of the manifestations of a youth
problem, this alienation takes the form of acquiescing in what is demanded,
but doing no more than that. Thus there are the phenomena of slacking off

work and absenteeism; of a negative attitude towards co-workers and

*  Quotations from the interview. One of the Ex-Red Guards serving as Vice-Chairman in a

Machinery Company in Kunming, China. 8™ August,2003.
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customers in the service sector, of a general lack of civility and of
channelling of energies from serving society towérds self-satisfaction,
mainly in the form of consuming the material goods now appearing on the
market, and aping foreign fads. There has emerged a new trend among
some youth to seek meaning in life from new sources such as Buddhist
worship is also experiencing a revival”.’

This alienation also has been manifested in more aggressive forms.
There are youths4 who hang out all day, going to entertainments, holding
dance parties, circulating pornographic literature, engaging in sex and being
a general nuisance.

A disturbing numbers of youths are turning to crime. In some case it
is to obtain these goods or the wherewithal tb get them. In others, it is a
manifestation of the general breakdown in social order and morality over the
past decade. Officials regarded it as one of the most outstanding of all our
public security problems®... a good eighty percent of criminals caught
between 1977 and 1980 were young people under 25, before the Cultural
Revolution however juvenile delinquents made up only less than 20% of
criminal offenders.” There have been examples of spectacular criminal
sprees. There are also consciously anti-social and anti-regime activities.

In 1979, the riots and demonstrations by rusticated youth "si.n

Shanghai and other cities demanding to be allowed to return to the cities

> Yuan fu, Zhang Autocratic Traditions and Chinese Politics (Press Syndicate of Cambridge,

Cambridge, 1993), p.327
®  Thomas B.Gold, “China’s Youth: Problem and Programs”, Vol; 18,No.8, August, 1982, p.44
7 Thomas B.Gold, n.2, p.44
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were examples of young people seeking redress of grievances from the
authority. Acting first as individuals many youths later organized to press
their demands. There were reports in 1979, that anti-Party underground
groups existed and had liaisons among themselves, though most have since
been disbanded, their activists behind bars.® |

China's leaders refer to June 4 as ‘an unfortunate incident’, none of
them refer to the Democracy Wall Movement, nor, for that matter, did the
participants in the Tiananmen Square demonstrations of vspring 1989.
Though a number of the Democracy Wall activists, now in exile in the
United States, commemorated the event in the summer and fall 1998 issues
of ‘China Rights Forum’, its anniversary has come and gone without
provoking much comment either in China or in the Western media and |
academic community.

China's leaders may choose to ignore the Democracy Wall movement
for political reason but others have taken a serious note of it. Perhaps, the
violent events of June 4, 1989 have superseded and focused attention on the
later movement, but from the perspective of the end of the 20th century, the
Democracy Wall Movement, much more than the spring 1989 Tiananmen
demonstrations, was a transformative political event in the People's Republic.
It precipitated unprecedented political debates, fresh political issues,

unofficial magazines, and independent political organizations.

8 Ibid.
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As Wang Jﬁntao, one of the participants in both events, has pointed
out, the political activists who came to the fore in the Democracy Wall
movement played a key role in China's "struggle for democratic change in
the post-Mao era’. 'This movement not only began the public critique of the
Cultural Revolution and Mao's policies and demanded a reversal of the
unjust verdicts of the Mao period (1949-76), it also for the first time in the
People's Republic called publicly for political reform. and human rights.
Unlike the participants in the spring 1989 demonstrations, who begged the
party to reform, the participants in Democracy Wall movement attempted to
achieve their own political rights. "

Equally unprecedented were the political practices used in the
Democracy Wall movement. Most of the participants were ex-Red Guards
and workers, who might have been students but for the suspension of their
education from 1966 to 1976. They used the methods and strategies they had
learned in the Cultural Revolution forming unofficial groups, putting up
large-character posters, writing and printing pamphlets, and setting up their
own networks to achieve their own political goals.

In the Cultural Revolution, they had employed these practices
initially to purge party officials and the intellectual establishment in

response to Mao's summons to "rebel against authority”.!' As their actions

David S.G. Goodman, Beijing Street Voices: The Poetry and Politics of China’s Democracy
Movement (Marion Boyars Publishers Ltd, London,1981), p. 135

Merle Goldman, “The Twentieth Anniversary of the Democracy ‘Wall Movement”, Harvard
Asia Quarterly, March 22, 2001, p. 2

David S.G.Goodman, n.4, pp.15-16
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provoked increasiﬁg chaos and violence, decimated the party bureaucracy,
and undermined the party's controls they had been able to establish in the
later years of the Cultural Revolution their own study groups and engage in
freer discourse thah at any other time since the Hundred Flowers episode in
the first half of 1957.

For some, the Cultural Revolution marked the beginning of an
independent political consciousness and the means to express it, as seen, for |
example, in the controversial wall poster signed by Li yizhe, a pseudonym of
its three authors, which appeared on November 7, 1974 in Guangzhou." It
denounced the lawlessness, despotism, recklessness, and killings of the
Cultural Revolution and called for democratic and individual rights.

A larger-scale expression of increasing political independence
occurred on April 5, 1976 with a demonstration in Tiananmen Square
supposedly to honor Zhou Enlai, who had died in January 1976 without
much official note. In actuality, the demonstration was an organized attack
on the . Cultural Revolution and the tyranny of the Gang of Four ‘and
implicitly of Mao. The April 5th demonstration was the first time since 1949
that ordinary Chinese had taken the initiative to launch their own movement
and establish a public space where people could freely express their opinions.
But it wés suppfe_ssed after just a-few days.

Whereas purged party officials and skilled workers had planned the

parades and the placards to be carried into the Square months before April 5,

2 Ibid., pp. 36-37
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1976, the Democfacy Wall Movement appears to have begun somewhat
spontaneously. Against the background of the party's official repudiation of
the designation of the April 5th demonstration as a ‘counter-revolutionary’
movement in the .fall of 1978 and the official media's calls for ‘socialist
democracy and rule of law’, individuals and groups suddenly began to put
up large-character posters and gathered together to discuss political issues at
the Xidan wall on a busy street in the middle of Beijing in November 1978.

} While most of the Democraéy Wall participants continued the April 5
critique of the Cultural Revolution, sought redress for Cultural Revolution
abuses, and urged economic reforms, a minority of them went beyond these
issues to explore new avenues of political action and dialogue. In addition,
various groups some formed in the Cultural Revolution, others formed in its
aftermath  printed their own pamphlets or brought their underground
magazines out in the open to publicize their views to a wider audience. In
Beijing alone, there were several dozen unofficial magazines, among the
most prominent being Beijing Spring, Fertile Soil, April 5 Forum, People's
Reference News, and Exploration.”® Almost all of them were mimeographed,
with print runs of just a few hundred. One journal, seeking political reform
within the system and with connections to reform party officials, ‘Beijing
Spring’, printed 10,000 copies of one issue which were all sold out quickly,

but that was the exceptional case. The sponsors of these magazines wrote,

edited, mimeographed, and distributed or sold them at the Wall.

¥ S.G. Goodman, Beijing Street Voices: The Poetry and Politics of China’s Democracy

Movement (Marion Boyars Publishers Ltd, London, 1981), pp. 136-137
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These groﬁps also established networks among themselves to carry
out agreed upon the political goals. Although the magazines expresséd‘
different viewpoints and emphases, most shared the desire to reform the
political structure.A Several of their magazines called for ‘democracy.” They
may not have had a clear understanding of democracy, but they knew they
wanted to reform the existing political system. They shared an antipathy to
the Leninist political structure that had given unlimited power to one or a
few leaders, resulting in the Culturgl Revolution, and they desired more
personal and political freedom. They held a weekly ‘joint conference’ of the
various groups, at which they discussed and argued about politics. in an
intense but civil manner. They not only gathered in front of Democracy Wall,
they glso met in their living quarters and at public parks to exchange ideas
and debate on a diverse range of political and economic issues.

Since Marxism-Leninism was the only ideology most of the
Democracy Wall activists knew, they tried to propose political reforms
within that ideological context. Some referred to the Marxist revisionist
thinkers and reforms underway in Eastern Europe. A small numbef, who
were able to obtain and read Western works on democracy, sharply
criticized orthodox party views and provided important sources of
alternative political visions.

A graduate student in philosophy at Beijing University, Hu Ping, for |
examplé, published a famous article ‘Oﬁ the Freedom of Expression’ in

‘Fertile Soil’, in which he asserted that genuine freedom of expression was
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not achieved by ‘.Letting a Hundred Flowers Bloom’, but by establishing
laws and institutions to gUarant;:e that freedom. Others offered, for the first
time in public debate, topics suppressed by the party, such as human rights.
Groups outside Béijing also contributed to this'expanding political climate.
Enlightenment, an organization in Guizhou, made six trips to Beijing in fall -
1978, where they put up big-character posters and distributed their magazine
under the same name. On one of their trips, they put up a poster ‘An Open
Letter to President Carter’, asking the United States and other Western
countries to pay attention to the state of human rights in China.

An unofficial organization, Human Rights League, established by
Ren Wanding, a former Red Guard, did not publish a journal, but issued a
Chinese Human Rights Declaration, which called on President Jimniy Carter
to criticize China on the issue of human rights in the same way he had
criticized the Soviet Union. The League also organized mass demonstrations -
of people who came to Beijing seeking individual redress for abuses
suffered in the Cultural Revolution. "

In Shanghai, the petitioners demanded the return of youth sent to the
countryside in the Cultural Revolution. In Beijing, petitioners marched with
placards calling for an end of oppression and demanding human rights.
Among those prominently supporting the petitioners was the only major
woman activist in this movement, Fu 'Yuehua. She was also the first

Democracy Wall activist to be detained for her activities. When this

" Ibid., pp. 128-129
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happened in J anuafy 1979, her family contacted the Democracy Wall groups,
which then sent a delegation to the police deménding to know what
happened to her. Their journals pleaded for her release.

This was another new phenomenon in the People's Republic. Before
this movement, few family members, friends, or colleagues pleaded for
anyone the party detained or attacked, for fear of endangering themselves
and their associates. Though they may even disagree with the views or ..
tactics of the one being attacked, the leaders of the Democracy Wall
Movement immediately came to the defence of their colleagues under attack.

The Democracy Wall Movement quickly spread from the Xidan Wall
in Beijing to other Wallvs in the city and to other cities Shanghai, Guangzhou,
Wuhan, Huangzhou and Qingdao. While most focused on economic issues
and Cultural Revolution grievances, a small number emphasized political
issues. Participants coordinated their actions in each city and sometimes
between cities. By mid-1979, activists were beginning to set up connections
between regions, which developed into a loose network. Although the .
activists were small in number, several hundred to several thousand at any
one time, their posters, debates and magazines attracted tens of thousands of
readers and listeners. Officials as well as ordinary people, who shared their
revulsion at Mao's use of terror and chaos for his own political purposes and

also sought to reform the political system, were among the readers and

discussants at the walls.
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The Democfacy Wall Movement not only broke new political ground,
it also broke new literary and artistic ground in China. ‘Today’, a bimonthly
literary magazine was also distributed and its contents discussed at the Wall.
It was started by a group of young writers who had educated themselves
during the Cultural Revolution. In reaction to the pdlitically conformist
socialist realist literature and art that had dominated China since 1949, they
asserted that each writer should be able to express his or her own individual
voice. Their magazine cultivated a unique literary and artistic flowering that
spread to the artistic establishment as well. Today’ published a host of
writers and poets who were to become prominent in China and abroad, such
as Bei Dao, Mang Ke, Gu Cheng, Duo Duo, Shu Ting and made popular a
-new literary genre, called ‘misty poetry’, (menglong shi), an apolitical form
poetry. " For two years, ‘Today’ was able to produce nine issues and four
books. In addition, it organized literary events and held regular monthly
discussions on literary works that attracfed large numbers of university
students. Even though ‘Today’ was closed down in December 1980, it
influenced China's contemporary literary scene for years after.

Democracy Wall also provided a space for non-socialist realist art
and for abstract artists who showed their works in front of the Wall. When a
group of these artists tried to present their work in what was called the Star
Star exhibit in the fall of 1979, the police banned the exhibit. A few of the

sculptures ridiculed Mao. As with suppression of other colleagues,

" Ibid. pp.18-19
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Democracy Wall aétivists drganized demonstrations to protést the closure.
Despite-the ban on the Star St;r exhibit and later criticism of ‘misty’ poetry
as incomprehensible, these artistic innovations, associated with the |
Democracy Wall movement brought new vitality and originality to Chinese
literature and art and have had a lasting impact.

Young people, primarily workers, dominated the 1978-80,
Democracy Wall Movement. Their disillusionment with the system took the
form of a large-scale' outpouring of grievances and suggestions for
democratic reforrhs in the media of wall posters and non-official
publications in many Chinese cities. Although it is now believed that the
Beijing Spring was a tactic of Deng Xiaoping to isolate and eliminate the
whateverists within the Politburo, it was nevertheless a spontaneous mass

movement.

Emergence of Scar Literature:

Scar literature emerged almost immediately after the Cultural
Revolution as a series of first person accounts and short fiction usually
authored by zhiging - youth sent down to the countryside to be re-educated
wi.th the peasants

The arrest of J iéng Qiﬁ’g and the cﬁﬁer members of the Gang of Four
in 1976, and especially the reforms initiated at tlie Third Plenum of the
Eleventh National Party Congress Central Committee in December 1978, led

more and more older writers and some younger writers-to take up their pens

55



again. Much of the pain, the anguish and the search of young victim of the
Great Proletariat Cultural Revolution were expressed in post-Cultural
Revolution literature, especially in critical writings on the darker side of the
Cultural Revolution, writings which came to be known as ‘Scar

Literature’. '¢

In the post-Cultural Revolution period, this became very .
famous and has been openly circulat’ed throughout mainland china. This
literature has aroused an enthusiastic response in and outside china.

Scar Literature is also known as ‘Exposure Literature’, ‘Literature on
Catastrophe’, and °‘the literature on Socialist Tragedies’. Much of the
literature discussed the serious abuses of power that had taken place at both
the national and the local levels during the Cultural Revolution. The writers
decried the waste of time and talent during that decade and bemoaned abuses
that had held China back. At the same time, the writers expressed eagerness
to make a contribution to building Chinese society.

This literature, often called ‘the literature of the wounded’, contained
some disquieting views of the party and the political system. Intensely
patriotic, these authors wrote cynically of the political leadership that gave
rise to the extreme chaos and disorder of the Cultural Revolution. Some of
them extended the blame to the entire generation of leaders and to the

political system itself. The political authorities were faced with a serious

problem: how could they encourage writers to criticize and discredit the

' Chou, Yu-shan, “ Communist China’s Scar Literature”, Issues & Studies , February 1980, p. 57
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abuses of the Cultural Revolution without allowing that criticism to go
beyond what they considered tolerable limits?

Since the downfall of the Gang of four in October 1976, critical
writings known aé Scar Literature ,on the darker aspects of the Cultural
Revolution , have been openly circulated throughout the Chinese mainland
and have aroused an enthusiastic response there and abroad. Terms like
‘exposure literature’, ‘literature on catastrophes’ and ‘literature on socialist
tragedies’ emerged as synonyms of Scar Literature. Some of the people
described thin kind of literature as ‘Protest Literature’ or ‘enlightenment
literature’. )

At the end of 1978, at a forum jointly sponsored by the Central China-
Normal College and the Institute of Foreign Literature of the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences, the participants examined the basic causes for
tragedies under socialist rule. They determined the following four féctors: 1)
The existence of class, class contradictions and class struggle, 2) Defects of
the socialist system itself, such as the lack of the democracy, an imperfect |
legal system and bureaucratism, 3) Lack of experience in promoting
continued re.volution under the dictatorship of the proletariat, such as the
difference between subjective understanding and objective laws and the
practice of certain incorrect principles and policies, and 4) the existence of

old ideology and of ignorance among the people. These four points co-exist
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in the works of the. Scar Literature. Scar Literature works demonstrate that
Chinese Communists rule based on terror, cruelty and deception.'’

Under Chinese Communists rule in the past thirty years, numerous
people on the m.aiﬁland China have suffered insults and bodily harm. But
how many of them have had chance to acquaint the public with their
sufferings by means of their own writings? Following are few example of
the Works of Scar Literature that prove affection of one’s own kin still exists
in a society in which children are taught that ‘Chairman Mao is dearer than

parents’.

A. “The Scar”

“The Scar”'® was written by Lﬁ Xinhua, a student of the department of
Chinese Literature of Fudan University in Shanghai. Following its
publication in the Shanghai Wen Hui Bao on August 11, 1978, works of a
similar tragic nature have burgeoned and flourished in mainland China.
These works are collectively described as Scar Literature. In fact, the “Scar”
of Scar Literature had been taken form his novel only.

“The Scar” tells a story of a girl named Wang XiaoHua, who had
drawn a clear cut line between her rﬁother, an alleged traitor, and herself.
Because of her grudges, Wang left her home at the age of sixteen for a rural
area in Liaoning province where she settles down as a peasant. In the

following nine years, she did not see her mother. Finally, overcoming her -

" Ibid. p.60
'® Xinhua, Lu, The Scar (Shanghai Wenhui Bao, Shanghai, 1978)
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hesitation, she returned to her hometown only to find her mother lying dead
- in a hospital ward. With trembling hands she lifted the white cloth covering -
her mother’s face and in the words of the story, moaned to herself.

-Oh! This is the mother I haven’t seen for nine years!

-Oh! This is the mother now separated from me forever!

Her mother’s emaciated face was crowned with white hair and some’
scars were etched among the wrinkles on her forehead. Her half-open eyes
looked serene and she seemed to have been waiting for someone.

“Mama! Mama! Mama!” the heart-broken daughter cried, using the
affectionate term she had not uttered since her childhood. “Mama! Look!
Look at me! I am back Mama!”

Passionately she shook her mother’s shoulders with all her strength,
there was no response. Despite the daughter’s grief at her mother’s death,
the Chinese Communists authorities asserted that the author of the story did
not intend to emphasize affection amongA families. Thus, ‘The Scar’ was
selected as material for political education in the movement to expose and
criticize the Gang of Four.

In an interview Lu Xinhua said that he wrote the story to portray a person
whose mind had been numbed by the Gang of Four. It was because of the
pernicious effect of the quartet’s ultra left ideology that the main character. -
Wand Xiaohua was sceptical when she received word that her mother was

not a traitor but a completely innocent person. Because of her scepticism,
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she deferred her visit to her hometown and missed the opportunity of
reconciliation with her mother.

It should be noted that such tragedies did not begin with the Cultural
Revolution. As early as 1957, years before the Gang of Four came into
power, Pa Jin, a writer, confessed in his essay ‘On Affection’: “I have some
young friends who were born into capitalists or landlords families. When
the land reform and the three-anti and five-anti movements gained
momentum, to draw a clear-cut demarcation line between themselves and
their fathers and brothers almost all of them adopted the same strategy. i.e.
to cut themselves off from their families. When their father or mother wrote
to them, they ignored the letters to show that they still clung firmly to their
standpoint. But deep in'their hearts, they were not that firm. Sometime
they would remember the caressés of their fathers and brothers and would -
shed tears in secret. Sometime, they wished to write back and ask for
information about their families. They were afraid that if they did so, Party
organizations would doubt their own loyalty and take actions against
them.”"

This depiction by Pa Jin more than twenty years ago was similar in
theme to Lu Xinhua’s story. According to Lu Xinhua, literary and artistic
works in. every period have their own special historical background. the
Cultural Revolution and the influence of the Gang of Four were of such a

distinctively special nature that they had no precedent either in China or in -

" Chou Yu-shan, “Communist China’s Scar Literature”, Issues.& Studies, February 1980, pp.

61.62
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the world. Therefore, the events in that period deserve careful analysis. In
the present special historical period after ten years of disorder caused by the
Gang of Four, literary and artistic works should respond to special demands.

He said his story “The Scar’ was based on this concept.

B. “In Memory of Xiaec Shan”

Pa Jin’s tribute to his wife, “In Memory of Xiao Shan”? first appeared in
the Apri‘l» issue (1979) of Zuo pin (Works), .a monthly magazine published in
Canton, and was later reprinted in Pa Jin,s column in the Hong kong Ta
Kung Bao. in this story he described his resentment against the ruling
Chinese Communists authorities and his affection for his late wife. Pa Jin
wrote that he often attended the cremation of old friends, and in doing so, he
always recalled twenty or thirty people most of them weeping had paid their
last respects to Xiao shan at her own cremation. He wrote:

“I remember that in Home, Chu Xin said, it seems that Chu has also
become un unlucky spirit after her death when I wrote it 47 years ago |
never thought that I would be writing it for myself.”

In the story, Xiao Shan was thirteen years younger than Pa Jin. She
died at the age of fifty-five. At one time she had been shut in a “cattle pen,”
paraded with the signboard on which the word “monster and ghost” were
written and was ordered to clean the street just because she was Pa Jin’s wife.

For the same reason she was denied treatment when she suffered from

20

Pa Jin, In Memory of Xiao Shan (Da Kung Bao, Hongkong, 1979)
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cancer. Until three weeks before her death as a result of backdoor deal she
was finally accepted at the hospital.

However it was already too late. In deep grief Pa Jin said, “she did
not want to die, shé wanted to live. She might have lived if she had not been
the notorious wife of a ‘black element.” In short it was I who had got her
into trouble. It was I who ruined her.” Pa Jin regretted that he had written
novels and that Xiao Shan had borne him children. In agony, Xiao Shan
once told Pa Jin, “our children said that you have done evil things that got all .

of us into trouble.” It distressed him deeply to hear this.

C. “A Letter That Was Finally Sent”

Tao Chu, who was persecuted to death during the Cultural Revolution,
was posthumously rehabilitated. In his memory, his daughter, Dao Xuliang
wrote “A Letter That Was Finally Sent.”?! The deep affection of a daughter
for her father the letter discloses, like the daughter’s affection for her mother
in Lu Xinhua’s “the Scar” and he love between husband and wife in Pa Jin’s
‘In Memory of Xiao Shan’, was previously an unwelcome topic in litefary
and artistic circles in Mainland China where spirit is the focus of all |
emphases. These works about ‘blood and teérs’ publicized by the current
power-holders expose and criticize the Gang of Four might gradually exert

negative effects on the Chinese Communists Party.

21
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In ‘A Letter that was F inally Sent’, Tao Xuliang described her father
as one of the victims of political frauds. She asked why her father had been
driven off the political stage, imprisoned and persecuted to death all without
the approval of ariy Party. According to Tao Xuliang , Tao Chu fell ill in
October 1968. As a prisoner, he received only limited medical treatment. In
April 1969, after his entire skin turnéd yellow, he was finally admitted to the
hospital where his aliment was diagnosed as pancreatio carcinoma (a
cancerous growth). An operation was performed, but it turned out to be too
late for his condition gradually worsened and he died at the end of 1969 and

was cremated.

D. “False Tracks Lined with Flowers”

Feng Jicai’s first work on the Cultural Revolution ‘False Track Lined
with Flowers’? is a melodramatic short novel from 1978 in the ‘Scar
Literature’ genre. As we know that this genre was arose as a means of
dealing with the consequences of the violence and mass hysteria of the
Cultural Revolution period. The meaning of the book’s title is explained in
the introduction in which Feng asks the readers to look back ‘thunderstorm’
which arose in the mis-1960s, when everything was submitted to revaluaﬁon.

The story is about a young person who ends up on a false track. The |
first scene shows Bai Hui, a seventeen-year-old schoolgirl among a group of

Red Guards during a session at which teachers were criticised and attacked.

-
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- Feng depicts how the Red Guards generation was militarized and whipped
into a fanatic frenzy, being forced to trained themselves in the use of ‘haté
speech’ against the enemy. As a result of tense atmosphere, she allows her
to be swept along and she joins the hate-filled crowd in beating up the ‘class
enemy’ an elderly women teacher, until she is unconscious. When someone
beside Bai Hui asks: “Is she dead?” Bai Hui is roused from her intoxication.
She is seized by panic and nightmares start to torment her. She loves her
father who is also humiliated during the Cultural Revolution. Feng depicts -
the daughter’s train of thought as follows: “She revolutionized the life of
others, just as the life of her father was revolutionized by others. She
believed in the correctness of this rule even when this rule brought her some
difficulties at the emotional level. ”

Through this novel Feng has tried to start a dialogue with society. He
was the first who dared to oppose the Red Guards especially the obscurantist

policies that ruined the whole nation.

E. “Ah! A Psychological Portrait of a Cultural Revolution Victim ”

In 1979 Feng published the short novel ‘Ah!’? Which was
proclaimed best short ndvel for 1979-1980 by the journal Wenyi Bao and
which still together with A Hundred Personal Stories, must rank as the best
work bv Feng on the Cultural Revolutién; rThe protagonist Qf the novel ‘W u

Zhongyi is a staff member in an institute for historical research, an

?3 Feng Cai,Ji, Ah! A Psychological Potrait of a Cultural Revolution Victim (Wenhui Bao,
Shanghai, 1979)
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inconspicuous, timid man who is only recognized by his academic
achievements.

Wu Zhongyi is genuine antihero. His possess an impeccable
character. He preférred to be alone and avoiding conflicts he is trying to get
along well with everyone. At that time, Wu zhongyi and his brother were
still sensitive ana passionate young men with many interests. One evening
both the brother sits together with friends. And Wu is called to express his
opinion. He points out that man feudal relics in society have still not been
removed. “When state power comes under the control of a few people,-
personal power may develop again and class dictatorship may possibly be
transformed into a.personal dictatorship.”

At one place the author has tried to express his feeling as: A hot
feeling streamed through Wu Zhongyi. He raised his arms and cried on top
of his voice: “Long Live the Great Proletariat Cultural Revolution!” ... tears
of gratitude ran over his entire face. Jia DaZhen cautioned him: “Brother
Wu, you have made a mistake and should learn from them. It was correct
back then to detain you and now it is correct to restore your freedom to
you.” Wu Zhongyi smiled back at him. He was unable to hate anyoﬁe. He
only wished to be treated by everyone with consideration. (p.271)

Feng explained vthat he wanted to describe not only the situation of
intellectuals during the Cultural Revolution but also the special atmosphere,
psychology and expériences of this period. In his novel he has particularly

talked about the intense struggle and criticism sessions. As Feng puts it in
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his words: when I wrote Ah! I wanted to describe how we lived during those
ten years.

‘Ah!” shows that the destruction of Wu Zhongyi’s personality is due
to political pressuré. In this novel he has tried to show the really picture of
the Cultural Revolution.

In another example, ‘The Tall Women and Her Short Husband’** the
author writes about a young couple who arose their neighbours curiosity
because of the great difference in their body length. Although they seemed
perfectly happy together, but their neighbours were wondering about their
real reason for marrying. During the Cultural Revolution a struggle and
criticism session was convened against the couple. During the session the
husband was accused groundlessly of having tried to pass the scientific
secrets to foreign capitalists. While the session was on there emerged a
women and and asked very unrelated question. Everyone was surprised and
confused as the question had nothing to do with couple’s being traitor. That
woman asked: well, speak up. Why did you marry him? The tall women
did not answer. Then that women said that well, if you don’t answer she
would it for her. She said that your married this man because he is rich.

Through this story the author wants to convey that such was the scene
‘during the Cultural Revolution. People were taking out their personnel

grudges against their neighbour and relative whom they disliked.

* Feng Cai, Ji, A Tall Woman and Her Short Husband (People’s Literature Publication, Shanghai,
1986).
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The author .conveyed his sympathy for the couple, not by descriptive
detail or dialogue, but portraying small details of their outward behaviour.
in the novel, one of the most striking examples was the image of the short
man walking in the street after his wife;s premature death. While walking
h¢ was holding umbrella high above his head and to one side as usual as if to
pfotect both his wife and himself.

The point that the author wishes to make is that these kinds of
incidents and unreasonable criticisms had great impact on Fhe Chinese
people. They were compelled to seek change in the existing system and to

bring change in their ideology. So that innocent people would not go

through such tragedies.
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CHAPTER -1V

BREAK WITH THE REVOLUTIONARY TRADITION.

If we consider the whole period since the liberation of the People’s
Republic of China to the Cultural Revolution (1949-1976) there were many
conflicts between the Chinese youth and the leadership. From liberation to
the Cultural Revolution period the conflicts were never resolved. On the
contrary they gradually intensified as a result of a series of developments
such as the anti-Party revolt, the educational revolution, the new Maoist
educational policy and finally the vacillating educational policy pursued by
the Chinese Communist Party. Prior to the Cultural Revolution, many time
young people tried to express their discontent with Party leaders through
discussion and other available and accessible means.'

During the many movements that involved sending educated youth
into the countryside many young people were discontented because they had
no time for their studies, no time for leisure and precious little time for sleep.
They also objected to political education and manual work, which neither
interested them nor helped them in their academic pursuits. All the wanted
was to complete their education and find a suitable job. But they found that -

the campaigns left them with little time to study and hence complete their

Adrian Hsia, The Chinese Cultural Revolution (McGraw-Hill Book Company, New York,
1972), p.75.
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studies and, if some of them completed their studies, there was no certainty
that they would be employed in the kind of work for which they had been
trained and in which they were interested. In other words, young people in
China wanted a greater degree of personal freedom, which they could not -
obtain under conditions of intense political pressure. To a certain extent, the
conflict between Chinese youth and the Chinese leadership was a conflict
between China’s younger generation, which questioned the ideologically
inspired policies with which they were confr‘onted, and an older generation
which insisted on ideological conformity and had the power to enforce it.
The ideological attitudes of young people in China, especially those
people who were attending schools and universities were suspect in the eyes
of the Party. Dissatisfied as they were with the state of Chinese education,
politics and professional life, they often finding it difficult to obtain suitable
jobs and 1n many cases finding themselves allocated to entirely unsuitable
work. They were often accused of bourgeois leanings. It is not surprising
that the contradiction between the youth and leadership was a serious one.
Even though many trusted Mao and followed everything he had asked themv
to do few could sustain belief in the extreme aspects of his ideology. In the
later period most of them admitted that their actions were based on fear and
felt that they did not have any choice or the.courage to oppose. The few who

opposed-were declared as “capitalist roaders” and condemned. The official
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and public condemnation was so ruthless that finally only a few dared to
. 2 ’ :

oppose.

Criticism of Political, Economic and Cultural Policies

Of the Maoist Period: Political Criticism:

The political education of young people on the mainland in the

Maoist period included the following four main programmes:’

Collectivism: The Communists opposed individualism, anarchism and
private ownership. They advocated selflessness and equalitarianism,
emphasised the importance of the interests of collectives and considered all
pursuit of private interest immoral. They even taught young people to rigidly

place national allegiance above filial piety.

Active participation in mass movements: Mao Zedong’s insistence on
mass movements to create revolutionary consciousness and create social
transformation broke down structures of authority-in China. He exploited the
worship of the people to motivate them to launch these movements. The
Communist Party of China made special effort to arouse the young people to
struggle against class enemies. As a result, an ambivalent feeling gradually
developéd throughout Mainland China. Pe»ople were taught to deal relentless

blows to class enemies even if they were their friends or relatives. This

Ibid., pp.47-48

Chiang Chen-Chang, “The Cultural Revolution and the Identity Crisis in Mainland China”,
Issues & Studies, April, 1984, pp.14-15
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social aggression, which should have been constrained, was thus legalized
on the mainland.

Acceptance of the authority of the Chinese Communist Party:
Political education'on the Mainland China stressed loyalty and devction to
the new society. The people were taught to recognize special symbols of the
country such as the flag and emblem of the Chinese Communist Party and
the portrait of Mao Zedong. Children were taught that chairman Mao is

dearer than their parents. Mao was regarded as the reincarnation of ‘Truth’.

Sanctity of labour: In the new form of education everyone was to take a
positive attitude towards labour. Students were told that they should choose
their profession in accordance with the nepds of the state and should
sacrifice their own interests if necessary.

The Communist spares no effort to educate young people on a
materialist world éut look and patriotism and recalling past sufferings and
contrasting them with the present happiness. In short, they taught young
people to become blind worshiper and use them as robot under their control.
This was a tragedy because young people’s vitality was restrained and
lessened.

The famous slogan of the Cultural Revolution propounded by Mao,
“to rebel is justiﬁed” signified a break with the traditional claims of

authority.4 This slogan, initially announced by Mao Zedong, also became

Y Law Kam yee, The Chinese Cultural Revolution Reconsidered ( Palgrave Macmillan, (New

York 2003), pp.249-250
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popular in the post.Cultural Revolution period but for different reasons. The
Cultural Revolution offered much rarer authoritative discourse of the
legitimacy of rebellion. This went beyond the notion that individual
scholars might pro'test with rulers as a matter of individual conscience to
include the notion that the rebellion was a right vested in the Chinese people.
Students could claim a special status as the voice of this national conscience.
This was an important moment in the development of a sense of Chinese
nation because it introduced a bottom-up rather than top-down account of
legitimacy. It broke with the identification of the Chinese people as the
subjects of Chinese rulers or the state which in favour of a more autonomous
conception of the people.

In the post Cultural Revolution period the student activists placed a
positive value on individualism that was contrary to the Cultural Revolution
period. They shared the notion that they were spokespeople for the national
conscience and that this identification gave them the right to rébel. They
claimed a right to challenge not only the policies of leaders but also the
legitimacy of the leaders.’ Transformation in the discourse of political
authority was linked to a new significance for the idea of democracy. The
Cultural Revolution did not introduce this idea to China. The Cultural
Revolution transformed the understanding of the ‘Proletarian_democracy.

The Cultural Revolution introduced a stress on popular participation and

* Ibid., pp.256-257
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also the representation of popular interests. The interest Cultural Revolution

transformed the understanding of proletariat democracy.

Criticism of Cultural Policies:

The notion of cultural crisis could be traced back to at least the last
fifty or hundred years of Chinese history. Internal weaknesses and external
threats raised questions in about the adequacy of Chinese culture to make the
country strong in its new global situation. Cultural innovation and
importation both responded to and some cases it created a sense of cultural
crisis also. The self-strengthening movement and May 4™ movement were
the expréssion of this sense of crisis. This crisis reached a kind of highest
point to the failure of the Cultural Revolution. During the Cultural
Revolution there was call for an outright attack on the Chinese traditions.
There was a call for declaring was on the old world. As the Red Guards of
Beijing once wrote: we are critics of the old world. We want to criticise
and smash all old ideas, old culture, old customs and old habits.
Intellectuals were changing the “olds”.

During the Cultural Revolution period, the intellectual were called the
“Stinking Ninth” category of bad elements. Rusticated, humiliated and
abused Chinese intellectuals as a group came out of the CR with a sense of

anxiety, with a range of grievances, and lot of unfulfilled aspirations. The |
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Cultural Revolution has accentuated modern China’s sense of Cultural
crisis®.

The Chinese in;cellectuals struggled in the post Cultural Revolution
period to develob a renewed sense of their importance in China’s
Contemporary society, history and future. Students as cadet intellectuals
inherited anxieties about the place of intellectuals from their elders. At the
same time, they observed both the importance of technical specialist as
agents of China’s modernization.. They neglect the broader cultural and
political concerns which they felt intellectuals should also to address. In this
regard, the Deng era echoed but went beyornd the old ‘ti-yong’ call of
foreign learning for practical matters and Chinese learning for matters of
essence. It engaged in the importation of technical expertise, calling on
members of the intellectual classes for help. Cultural Revolution had
inhibited creativity among intellectuals. There was no open debate on
cultural policy during the Cultural Revolution in China. Intellectuals argued
that there should be more freedom in literary content and authors should be
allowed to write whatever they wanted. In the post Cultural Revolution the
role of the intellectuals as social critics is being recognized.

In the post Cultural Revolution the view that literature must intervene
in life, that is, it must be concerned with and involved in the lives of
individuals and groups, must reflect the darker side of the society as well as

its bright side has been accepted and heard again. It has been reflected in

¢ Ibid., pp.251-.252
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many greatly acclaimed short stories, poems and journalistic reports and
essays. |

The Scar Literature authors such as Liu Binyan, Liu Xunhua, Liu
Xinwu, Wang Meﬁg and many others participated in this debate. Although
there is still a strong opposition to these ideas, but this debate was being
conducted in the open.” The party is apparently attempting to strike a
balance those writings which explore the darker .side of the society, which
reflect the endeavour to correct the past mistakes and to build a modernized
society. in the post Cultural Revolution, the main proponent has officially
replaced the slogan ‘literature and art serve politics’ to ‘literature and art
serve the people and serve socialism.” This change was accompanied by the
official abandonment of Mao’s famous Yanan Speech in which he said that
“literature and art are subordinate to politics”. Research institutes and
universities have been strengthened and given greater economic support.
The Cultural Revolution generation’s economists have been playing a very
important role in formulating economics policies. Scientists, research
scholar, engineer and other technical experts have been given greater
freedom in pursuing their own research and charting the development of
their respective fields.?

In the post Cultural Revolutipn period, new professional and

academic associations have been established. Local association have been

Kalpana Mishra, From Post-Maoism to Post-Marxism: The Erosion of Official Ideology in
Deng’s China (Routledge, New York,1998), p. 21

Tsou, Tang, Culture Revolution and post-Mao Reform (The University of Chicago Press,
Chicago, 1986), pp.162-64
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set up in Various'provinces and cities to mobilize all human resources to
achieve and to take advantage of special talents. In the post-Cultural
re?olution period, the academics and professionals have been encouraged to
take the initiatives in organizing specialized associations. The association of
Chinese Writers adopted a deéision to organize a committee to protect the
rights and the interests of the writers. The fanshen or the reversal of the
position of the intellectuals and the reverse flow of their influence to the
state and the party on basic policy decisions is one of the manifestations of

the changing relationships between political power and society.

Criticism of Economic Policy:

The Cultural Revolution created great havoc in China’s economy and
related fields like education, science and technology. The young generation
argued that thev Communist Party of China had failed to provide them with
sufficient opportunity for employment and education within an economy
that was stagnant and often disrupted by political movements. Maoist
economic policies made the younger generation more apt to be pessimistic
disillusioned and disenchanted. Some critics noted that the rustication policy
implemented by the Communist Party of China had made young people
economically useless in urban areas and thereby enhanced the prevalenﬁ

instability in the mainland.

> Chung-kuo, Wen “The Rustication Policy and Youth Movements in Mainland China”,
Issues & Studies, Vol: 17, No. 1, January 1981, pp. 68-69
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The rehabifitation of Deng Xiaoping in 1977 and his confirmation in
office -at the Eleventh Party Congress changed the nature of the campaign
against the Gang of Four and made it possible to develop a new economic
policy. Prior to Déng’s reappearance, constant reference had been made to
Mao’s 1956 speech ‘On the Ten Major Relationships’, published openly in
the press for the first time in late 1976. This speech was made partly as a
completé refutation of the 1950s Soviet economic model. This model lay
stress on a centralized economy. Soviet model was ambiguous and lent itself
to different interpretations. On the one hand this policy affirmed the policy
of simultaneous advance on all fronts, such as agriculture, heavy industry
and light industry, on the other, it also become the rallying cry for the Great
Leap Forward. In 1977, with the support of the younger generation Deng
Xiaoping adhered to the sectoral balance interpretation of Mao’s speech. In
the post-Cultural Revolution period the rusticated generation shared with the
government reformers a sense that China needed to make up for lost time.
China needed to progress in areas where the Cultural Revolution had seen a
regression. They expressed their view that political reform should
accompany economic reform. In the posf-Cultural Revolution period
Chinese rusticated generation found that China’s economy was weak and
backward in comparison to the West.

This generation focused overwhelmingly on the goal of reversing the
maferial decline and producing rapid economic growth. With this in mind

people urged government to invest in heavy industry. They paid more
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attention towards technical subjects. The economic reforms made a visible
transformation in the material lives of the Chinese people and a great
improvement in their standard of living. This generation began to have
access to new fdrms of communication with the radio and television
becoming household commodities. They now had access to all sorts of
'boéks including translations of western works, opportunities to travel and
lots of other commodities, which were not available to them at the outset of

the Cultural Revolution.

New Thought:

A great majority of Chinese youth confronted a loss of values and a
general >c»onfusion over social and ethical moprings. Many of them could no
longer put up with Chinese Communist control and persecution and
developed anti-Maoist and anti-Communist sentiments. Hence, the
generation of youth which smarted under the Cultural Revolution were
wallowing to nihilism at the end of it. They no longer entertained hope for
reform or identified themselves with thé regime. The Cultural Revolution
victimised a whole generation of mainland youths to such an extent that they
no longer had any faith in their leaders. As young Chinese cast doubt on
Marxism-Leninism and- Mao Zedong Thought and the superiority of
socialism over capitalism some tried to escape the orbit of socialism and the
Party leaderships’ control. The reversal from revolutionary ideals often

meant a craving for the bourgeois life style, individualism and anarchism. In
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short, the post Cultural Revolution generation no longer believed in.
-Marxisnﬁ-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, had no faith in proletariat
dictatorship and the CCP leadership. However, as they doubted the one-
party leadership théy also became increasingly concerned aboﬁt securing for
the people freedom of speech. In doing so they dared to present a challenge
to authority and lawfulness.

Since the Cultural Revolution, Chinese students made a few
significant attempts to put a united front to demand freedom, despite the
danger to state coercion. A typical case was the appearance of Li yizhe’s big
character poster in Canton in November 1974, which charged that,
“Capitalism has been revived in most socialist countries and more than one
hundred Communist parties in the world no longer believe in Marxism-
Leninism. The socialist system in China is in bad shape and lawlessness is
the order of the day. Arbitrary arrests, oppression and bad frames-ups are the
daily fare of life in mainland China.” When the Democracy Wall Movement -
erupted in Beijing on April 5, 1976 youth wrote in blood a big character
poster saying that “China is no longer as it was_” the people can no longer be
fooled. These posters demanded freedom, democracy and legalism.

As scepticism of young Chinese about socialist ideology and their
efforts to challenge the core aspects of Party ideology became apparent in
the 1970s so did the regime’s efforts to control this effect of the CR. The
leadership under Deng began upgrading political-ideological education by

emphasizing that Marxist-Leninist must be in control. In July 7, 1981, Deng
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Xiaoping issued to the CCP Propaganda Department a directive on
strengthening leadership work on the politico-ideological front. 10 Thié
directive called for upholding the Four Basic Principles, i.e. the socialist
road, proletarian dictatorship, leadership under the Chinese Communist
Party, and Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought. The objective of
the campaign was defence of the leadership under the Chinese Communist
Party against the rise of notions of bourgeois liberation. Party leadership and

the socialist system need to improve but not in the direction of liberation or .

nihilism.

Anti- Communism:

In fact even before the Cultural Revplution educated youth in the
mainland China were ideologically opposed to the CCP and communism.-
The ideblogical conflict revealed a contradiction between iyndividualism and
collectivism betWeen the professional perspective and the political
perspective and between liberalism and totalitarianism. A great majority,
particularly college students, actively resisted communism.'' The most
conspicuous and frequent activities in which youths participated during.the |
Cultural Revolution were rebellions against power~ holders and cadres. But at
the same time they carried out anti-Mao, anti-Communist activities as well.
The antagonism of youth to the CCP and Communism became deeper since

the Cultural Revolution and ended with the arrest of thé Gang of Four in

' Xue Wen, Wang, “Old Problem and New Thought Among Mainland Youths”, Issues &

Studies, July 1982, pp.100-102.
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October 1976. After this event they raised four kinds of questions. The first
was, which is superior, socialism or capitalism? Why is that only in socialist
countries do greét numbers of people risk their lives to flee abroad as
refugees, but it farely happens that people in capitalist countries seek
political asylum?

The second question was, who were China’s friends and who were its
enemies? It seemed that no socialist countries could be counted on as
China’s friend. The third question was, what is socialism in essence? What
is the criterion of socialism? Why is Communist China supposed to be the
seat of genuine socialism and the Soviet Union accused of pursuing social-
imperialism? And, fourthly, why is Communist China worried about the
recruitment of successors? Why is there no such concern in capitalist
countries?

The post-Cultural Revolution generation people favoured the
capitalist system and had shown great interest for adoption of the capitalist‘
in their countries. Their argument was that no matter what system we have
as long as it benefits the people.

In May 1981, the Philosophy Department of Beijing University
distributed a questionnaire to college studenté in Beiji.ng asking them critical
questions about their views on communist rule and socialist society. The
first question asked students whether they were fond of Communist society.
25 percent of the students said yes, 26 percent said they liked capitalism, and

49 percent said that they liked whatever was good for the people. In answer
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to the second quesﬁon on what do they thought of Party central leadership,
only 15 percent of the people thought it was in a position to vlead the people
in pursuing the modernization program. 40 percent demanded a shake up
and 45 perceht wbrried about Communist China’s future because of the
ideological rigidity of the leadership.

With more and more youths disenchanted with Communism in recent
years, the result has been a drastic decline in for Party membership in 1979,
but the number of applications decreased by applications for Party
membership. It is reported in Shanghai that 5,270 league members applied
43.8 by 1980. When young people were asked what they thought about
Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought they said that they were not
Party members, or personally don’t believe in Marxism-Leninism and Mao |

Zedong Thought."

Admiration of Capitalism:

S.ince the Open Door Policy of China, Western ideas have penetrated
the mind of China’s youth and produced a catalytic effect on their minds.
Currently, there is an increasing numbers of new apostles of cynicism

among the youth of China. Seeing through the futility of so-called

revolutionary ideas, they favour the ideas of material benefits, freedom of

action, a higher standard of living and modernization. They argued that since

capitalism is supposed to be inferior and socialism superior, why are

' Ibid., pp.102-05
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developed capitafists economies more prosperous than Mainland China,
their science and technology more advanced and their standard of living
| higher?

A Canton ybuth disclosed that when schools conducted in late 1980s
an anonymous questionnaire on which is superior, socialism, capitalism,
communism, feudaliém, fascism, more than 50 percent of students agreed
that capitalism is the best system available for China. Clearly, with mainland
-youth capitalism and liberalism rate higher than socialism and communism.

Since the late 1970s there has been increasing and pressing demand
for the three prihciples among the China’s youth. These three principles are
freedom, democracy, legalism and human rights. Following the outburst of
the Gang of Four, there were outbursts among young Chinese demanding
freedom, democracy, legalism and human rights. In an article in 1981, one
young student wrote that everything should stand the test of history. China
must follow the policy of pragmatism if the interest of the people is taken
into account. Moreover, given that the  CCP had mishandled national
reconstruction it was inadvisable to prevent democratic parties from taking
charge. The fact was, he argued, that the CCP had brought the country’s
economy to the verge of collapse, failing to meet the needs of the people and
the ongoing program of fo‘ur modernizations. It is clear that most young
people of China had come to identify themselves with the Three Principles

of the People (democracy, legalism and human rights).
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Affirmation of theiordinary life:

In the 1980s, the post Cultural | Revolution generation not only
participated in China’s greatly improved material standards of living, but
also joined with others in developing much more explicit cultural values on
the pleasure of ord.inary life. The ideology of sacrifice was never lost but the
difference was that the youth who were prepared to sacrifice for the sake of
the country were not prepared to sacrifice for the Party. The young people
rejected much of the asceticism that Mao and the revolutionaries had
promoted. The paid attention to privacy and were openly consumerist. They
enjoyed sexuality and personal friendship.

They demanded the right to pursue happiness not just material well-
being or public virtue. In all this they were encouraged by the writings of’
‘Scar Literature’ which probed the injuries inflicted during the Cultural
Revolution. Duriﬁg the Cultural Revolution children had been forced to
betray their parents, wives had been pressed to condemn husbands and
lovers had been separated by rustication. Through the stories of Scar
Literature a new value on personal. relationships and ordinary happiness was
nurtured, - alongside a critique of the kind of political interventions into
personal life that had shattered both. This. kind of new positive valuations of

private life helped to underwrite the young people to speak as individual

84



citizens rather than simply a member of the masses they were addressed by
the Party.13

Achieving a sense of positive agency and personal efficacy was an
important theme 6f discourse for Chinese young people in 1980s. By
carrying out protests they also tried to show that they were nothing like the
protesters of the Cultural Revolution. During the Cultural Revolution the
young people were deprived of their autonomy and manipulated by the Party.
In the post-Cultural Revolution period, the nature of the protest was more
straight and open and directing the leadership. They were more open in
demanding their interests. In the post Cultural Revolution the role of the
intellectuals as social critics is being recognized. In the post Cultural
Revolution the view that literatupe must intervene in life, that is, it must be
concerned with and involved in the lives of individuals and groups, must
reflect the darker side of the society as well as its bright side has been
accepted and heard again. It has been reflected in many greatly acclaimed

short stories, poems and journalistic reports and essays.

13

Law Kam-Yee, The Chinese Cultural Revolution Reconsidered (Palgrave Macmillan, New
York, 2003), pp. 230-235. '
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CHAPTER -V

CONCLUSION

In the post-Cultural Revolution, the cultural scene in China was more
diversified than ever since the founding of The People’s Republic of China,
and for the first time commercial, rather than political, factors were
determining the majority of what was published and produced. Guidelines
from party leaders were no longer the main agent of cultural change and the
market economy made its way into literature and the arts, ideological control
weakened. Along with the rapid development of the media and publishing
industry, literature split into many genres and levels each appealing to
different audiences.

When the Chinese Communist Party leadership initiated economic
reforms in 1978 they also set a process of political reform. The term
‘political reform’ here doesn’t mean the introduction of a multi-party
political system or even the end of the communist party rule as witnessed in
eastern Europe and Soviet Union (which is seemingly rather impossible in
the Chinese political system. It is by its very nature a rigid centralized more
coherent and authoritative syétem). Rather, it refers to the massive changes
in both the process and functioning 6f political power within the existing
framework of party rule.

The Cultural Revolution resulted in a loss of faith in communist party

rule; the new leadership deemed it necessary to gradually transform a
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politically mobilized society into an economically mobilized society. This is
evident in contemporary Chiﬁa and contemporary Chinese society has had a
radical social transformation after the transitory Cultural Revolution period.

This change in emphasis in itself represented an important political
reform. The move away from the mass mobilization and stormy techniques
of the Maoist era resulted in a depoliticisation of Chinese society, compared
to the highly politicised atmosphere of the Cultural Revolution.

In any civil society the ma.in aim and the focus is on the following
points.” First, the continuance of century old valﬁes. The older generation
wants to carry on at least some of their traditions and pass it on to the next
generation because they love it and it is very difficult for them to depart
from it. The second priority is on the political and economical growth and
development. The ithird is their living standard matches to the contemporary
highest living standard of the world. And the last but not the least, peace in
their society at the cost of anything.

When we see the post-GPCR generation, the youth of China analyzed
their society on the above mentioned ground and found themselves no where
in the world’s pol.itical, economical and social scenario. This caused a
phenomenal and drastic change in their thought process. The major cause
behind this was the collective failure in their society. Through contemporary
literature and mass media this young generation rebelled against their past.
Not only the current generation but the previous generation also does' not

want to talk about their lives during the Cultural Revolution. Attempts to -
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probe experiences result in highly emotional outbursts about their
experiences. The previous generation sees their lives already ruined by the
hands of Mao and they feel they cannot stop their children from rejecting
Chinese culture and taking on western culture. They find no point in
stopping their daughters and sons welcoming western culture and values in
the very society which was earlier a communist pattem of society. They
could not stop them embracing the western values. This despite the fact that -
they do not really want to accept this because in some corner of their heart
they have appreciate their system és well. But they are unable to present any
logic for supporting the older political culture since the current generation is
totally unaware of communism and not willing to learn about it and feel that
communism has set their society far behind western society. Their common
argument is that they have little to do with Revolutionary Culture when they
don’t find any change on the ground after this idea was in practice for the
last thirty years.

Young people often compare. the living standard of the Chinese
society with the western one. They compare their own society with tﬁat of
western society in order to find a justification to continue and like their
system but they failed in doing so. Consequently the admiration for western
culture and its political system is on the rise. They find that the we'stern‘
~cultural is more superior to their system. They argue that no matter what
system China has, it should benefit the masses. If any good or superior

system doesn’t meet the need of the common people then the system is
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useless for them. In the post-Cultural Revolution period, they were willing
' to embrace the capitalist systefn and criticised the revolutionary tradition of
China. They demanded change in the whole political system, for democracy
and freedom of expression. They demanded that the material interests of
individuals should be given prominent place in ideology and policy
decisions. They argued that the personal interests are the base on which class
interests are concentrated, without this base there are no such thingé as
common class interests. They also justified that fact that the common
interests of a class will eventually find expression. in terms of its members
personal interests. They argued that to deny the personal interest is to deny
the common interests. In the post Cultural Revolution‘ period, one can see
that individual interests are being given importance in comparison to the
pre-Cultural RevolL{tion period when collective interest was in focus.

While talking about socialism as a system they said that in order to
build socialism in China, the party must not ignore the personal interests and
must pay close attention to their material interests otherwise it will be
impossible to bring about socialism. In effect, the material interests of
individuals are beihg given a larger place in traditional formula that the .
socialist economy should integrate the material interésts of the Astate, the
collective units, and the individuals in various fields.

While talking about the freedom of expression and democracy they
argue that to restrict the freedom of speech on matters of politics is

equivalent to endorsing political autocracy. They said that without the
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freedom of speech'in the political field there can be no genuine freedom of

discussi-c;n in science and art. Although thé party has rejected the slogan of
democracy as the fifth modernization there have been inc‘lusions of human

rights, democracy and rule of law in the Chinese constitution.

This is clearly evident from the Scar Literature, currant writing in
China and peréonal observation in China. Even in recent articles we can
find that the scars of the Cultural Revolution is still on people mind. These
innocent young people repeatedly asked only one question, what did we and
our parents get from radical ideology? They express their need for peace,
harmony and development in their personal and national life. They ague that
irrespective of the political philosophy they follow, they don’t want ideology

that rouses the people without delivering a better quality of life to them.

Implication of GPCR:
Political

In the post-cultural Revolution period the state constitution was
revised which reflected a clear rejection of the ultra-left political philosophy
of the Cultural Revolution and a reversion to a more routinized form of
socialist legality." The new constitution emphasized the creation of orderly,
account-able, legally regulatec-iv govemméntal institutions and procedures.
This constitution sought to strike a balance between civil liberties and civic

duties.  This constitution reflected a clear break from the political

' BIll Brugger, China: Radicalism to Revisionism 1962-1979 (Croom Helm, London, 1981), p.34
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philosophy of the Cultural Revolution. However, it has not implemented the
institutionalizing the pluralistic rule of law.

The Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh Central Committee of the
CCP held in December 1978 has turned out to be the landmark of the -
beginning of a new historic era in China.’> For the political development of
China, it has signalled the end of nearly three-quarter of century of
revolutionary ferment and uphéavals. After this session there was a “call on
the party to shift the emphasis of its work to socialist modernization .and to
integrate the universal princibles of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong
Thought with the concrete practice of socialist modernization and develop it
under the new historic conditions”.”> The changing relationship between
political power and society can be most easily detected in the sphere of
icieology, more specifically in a reinterpretation of Mao Zedong Thought.

In the post-Cultural Revolution period, though ideological discussion
still has an important place in the official newspapers and various journals,
there are greater proportion of articles on practical problems, factual reports,
and empirical studies. The reversal of many concrete programs, strongly or
partially justified by Mao’s ideas, as we_ll as the abandonment of many of his
explicit directives or policies has been rationalized on the basis of a
reinterpr¢tation of Mao Zedong Thought. This rationale basically implies a
shift from the emphasis on the substantive conclusions of Marxism-

Leninism and Mao Zedong to stress on their use as a method of analysis. It -

2 Ibid.

Roderick MacFarquhar, The Politics of China: 1949-1989 (Cambridge University Press, New
York, 1993), pp.7-8
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also implies a transition from the stress on utopian goals to an emphasis on
the concrete conditions confronting China.

In the post-Cultural Revolution period, ‘Practice is the criterion for
testing the truth’ has been elevated to the status of the most fundamental
postulate on Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought. 4 Thus,
reversing the emphasis given by Mao in his later years to the decisive role of
theory. —These ideological shifts indicate-the formulation adopted by the
Third Plenum on the need to integrate the universal principles of Marxism-
Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought with the concrete practice of socialist
modernization and develop it under the new historical conditions.

The ideological shift which took place in the post-Cultural
Revolution period gives greater weight to the perceived interests and
demands of various social groups and individuals as they irlnpinge on the
Party and the state, especially the Party’s ideas about these interests and
demands. China still has a system in which the Party and its leaders guide
the national development, coordinate its interdependent parts, and ultimately
control its multifarious groups and individual. But the inputs and feedback
from the society to the Party and the state are more direct and have more
discernible effects than before.

The significance of this kind of change lies not alone in the impetus
given to the restoration of a fneasure ‘of rationality in economic énd other

policies. Its fundamental meaning is that there exist certain areas of

4" Yuan fu, Zhang, Autocratic Traditions and Chinese Politics (Press Syndicate of Cambridge,

Cambridge, 1993), p.152
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autonomy in economic and social life into which political power can not and
should not intrude. It symbolises and legitimatises the reversal of the historic
trend toward the increasing penetration of politics into all social spheres. It
has also marked the beginning of new relationship between political power.

and society.

Economic:

In post-GPCR period, economic reforms in China made a visible
transformation in the material lives of the people and great improvement in
their standard of living. Restriction on private entrepreneurship was greatly
relaxed and disparity between the private and collective economy and state
public sector was addressed through these reform measures by Chinese
leaders.” Productivity in industrial manufactﬁring and agriculture increased.
through greater investment in infrastructure and adoption of more scientific
methods. Unemployment was dealt with by encouragingA small
entrepreneurial manufacturing and promotion of small-scale industries in
county side.

The retreat of politics finds no more concrete expression than in the
field of -economics. The former trend toward increasing the scope for
planning, restricting the use of the market, limiting the functions of price,
attacking the use of profits, and disparaging material incentives has been

reversed.® Now the planning is limited. In the post-Cultural Revolution.

> Roderick Macfarquhar, n.3, p. 21

Yuan fu, Zhang, n.4, p.165

6
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period there have been some shifts in thé policy towards enterprises.
According to the trend emerged in the post Cultural Revolution, enterprises
should be given certain rights over their own incomes and expenditures.

Urban residents, particularly urban youth seeking employment are
being encouraged to organize into small cooperatives to engage in small
industrial and handicraft undertakings services trades. Licenses for»
individual traders are being issued. This kind of decision reverses the
political-trends since the mid-1950s toward absorbing all family-and
individual owned stores and trades into ever larger state-owned and opérated
enterprises and cooperatives. In other words, the state is increasingly
relying on indirect methods to control China’ economy. This new system is
helping to replace centralized bureaucratic measures by the use of market
forces and price mechanisms to create é structure in which basic-level units
and individuals are being given a much larger measure of autonomy than
before. The economists have replaced vthe revolutionaries as authoritative»
interpreters of social change. The central message is that economic
considérations cannot and should not always be overridden by the political
live and government action..

Such changes in economic thinking énd practice took place in the |
larger context of renewed attention to the immediate material interests and

pressing needs of the masses.

Social/Cultural:
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The relationship between the individual and the state is also changing.
The direction is toward granting individuals a limited sphere of immunity in
which he can be assured of some degree of regularity and predictability in |
his daily life. The full significance of this new direction cannot be found by
an examination of the slights changes in the provisions in the drat
constitution for individuals rights. The current emphasis on ‘socialist
legality’ is intended to prevent the reoccurrence of the terror unleashed by
the Cultural Revolution, which is now regarded as a “catastrophe’.

In posl;—GPCR period, Chinese intellectuals wete recognised as a
responsible social critics and their position became eminent in the Chinese
society. Universities and other educational institutes were strengthened,
given more freedom and greater economic support, scholars, scientists,
engineer and other technical experts were given greater freedom in choosing
and pursuing their own research and carrying the development of their
respective fields. In post-GPCR period, the newly emerge out ‘socialist
humanism’ led to abandoning on the autocratic control over people and
society and upholding the equality of all before the law and providing

individual freedom, rights and human dignity of the people.’

7 Milton D.Yeh, “The CCP’S Policy Towards Intellectuals”, Issues & Studies, January 1987,

pp.98-99

95



" SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY

PRIMARY SOURCES:

Ji. Feng Cai, 4 Tall Woman and Her Short Husband (People’s Literature
Publication, Shanghai, 1986) ‘

Ji, Feng Cai, Ah! A Psychological Potrait of a Cultural Revolution Victim
(Wenhui Bao, Shanghai, 1979)

Ji, Fengcai, Falls Track Lined With Flowers (People’s Literature Publication,

Shanghai, 1978)

Liu, Xinwu, “Tearing off the Labels”, (ed.), Xiaohong Bo, <http://www.
Kehuan 999.com/xdwx/ liuxinwu/000/016.htm>,2001

Liu, Xinwu, The Class Counsellor (People’s Literature Publishers,

Shanghai, 1977)
Liu, Xinwu, One’s Wishes (People’s Literature Publication, Shanghai, 1981)
Liu, Xinwu, The Overpass (People’s Literature Publication, Beijing, 1979)
Liu, Xinwu, Black Walls (People’s Literature Publication, Sharighai, 1978)
Lu, Xinhua, The Scar (Shanghai Wenhui Bao, Shanghai, 1978)
Pa, Jin, In Memory of Xiao Shan (Da Kung Bao, Hongkong, 1979)

Tao, Chu, 4 Letter That Was Finally Sent (Si Chuan Literature Publication,
Si Chuan, 1982) |

SECONDARY SOURCES:

BOOKS:

An, Tai Sung, Mao ZeDong’s Cultural Revolution (Pegasus Publishers, USA,
1972).

96



Barme, Garmie; Minford, John, Seeds of fire: Chinese Voices of Conscience,

(Hill and Wang, New York, 1988).

Barme, Geremie: Lee, Bennett, The Wounded: New Stories of Cultural
Revolution, 1977-1978, (Joint Publishing Company, Hong
Kong, 1979).

Barnouin, Barbara, The Ten Years of Turbulence: The Chinese Cultural

Revolution (Kegan Paul International, New York, 1993)

Benewick, Robert and Paul Wingrove(ed.), China in the 1990s (Macmillan
Press Limited, London, 1995). -

Berman, Par, Paragons of Virtue in Chinese Short Stories during the

Cultural Revolution, Gotebord, 1984.

Bih-Jaw lin, Post-Mao Sociopolitical Changes in Mainland: The literary
Perspective. National Chengchi University, Taibei, 1991(45-
70

Blecher, Marc, China Against the Tides: Restructuring through Revolution,
Radicalism and Reform (Continuum, London, 2003).

Boorman, Howard, Literature and politics in Contemporary China (St.

John’s UP, Jamaica, New York. 1960.

Brady, James P., Justice and Politics in People’s China: Legal Order or

Continuing Revolution? (Academic Press, London, 1982).

Brugger, Bill and Stephen Reglar, Politics, Economy and Society in
Contemporary China (MacMillan Press Limited, London,
1994). |

Brugger, Bill, China: Radicalism to Revisionism 1962-1979 (Croom Helm,
London, 1981).

Brugger, Billl, China: The Impact of the Cultural Revolution (Croom Helm,
London, 1978). |

97



Butterfield, Fox, China: Alive in Bitter Sea (Hodder and Stoughton .
Publishers, London, 1982).

Chakrabarti, Sreemati, Mao: China’s Intellectuals and the Citltural
Revolution (Sanchar Publishing House, New Dethi, 1998).

Chan, Anita, Children of Mao: Personality Development and Political
Activism i the Red Guard Generation  (University of

Washington Press, Seattle, 1985).

Chan, Sylvia, “The Blooming of a ‘Hundred Flowers’ and the Literature of
the ‘Wounded Generation.” In Bill Brugger, ed, China Since
the ‘Gang of Four’.-London: Croon Helm, 1980.

Chang, Y.C., Factional and Coalition Politics in China: The Cultural .
Revolution and its Aftermath (Praeger qublishers, London,

1976).

Chen, Sihe, On Invisible Writing in the History of Contemporary Chinese
| Literature 1949-1976, Tr, Hongbing Zhang, MCLC, Resource

Centre Publication.
ChenJack, Inside the Cultural Revolution (Sheldon Press, London, 975).

Cheng Fong-chong and Jin Guantao. From Youthful Manuscript to River
' Elegy: The Chinese Popular Cultural Movement and Political
Transformation, 1979-1989. Chinese University of HK Press;

Hong Kong, 1997.

Cherrington, Ruth, Deng’s Generation: Young Intellectuals in 1980s China
(St. Martin’s Press, New York, 1997).

China’s Countryside: A vast School Jfor Her Youth. (Foreign Language Press,

Beijing, 1976)

98



Chong, Woei Lien, China’s Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution: Master

Narratives and post-Mao Counter Narratives (Rowman and -

Littelfield Publishers, Lanham 2002).

Dittmer,Lowell, Ethics and Rhetoric of the Cultural Revolution (University
of California, Berkley, 1981).

Eber, Irene. “ Old Issues and New Directions in Cultural Activities since
September 1976.” In Jurgen Domes, ed, Chinese Politics after
Mao. Cardiff: University of Cardiff Press, 1979.

Feng, Chi-tsai, Ten Years of Madness: Oral Histories of China’s Cultural

Revolution (San Francisco Publisher, San Francisco, 1996).

Feng, Jicai, Voices from the Whirlwind: An Oral Histories of the Chinese

Cultural Revolution, (Panthon Books, New York, 1991).

Gao, Yuan, Born Red: A Chronicle of the Cultural Revolution (Stanford
University Press, Stanford, 1987).

Gittings, John, China Changes Face: The Road from Revolution 1949-1989
(Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1989).

Gong, Xioaxia, Repressive Movement and the Politics of Victimization:
Patronage and Persecution during the Cultural Revolution,

(Harvard University, Cambridge, 1995).

Goodman, David S.G., Beijing Street Voices: The Poetry and Politics of
China’s Democracy Movement (Hampshire, Marion Boyars

Publishers Limited, England, 1981).

He, Yuhuai, Cycles of Repression and Relaxation: Politico-Literary Events

in China, 1976-1989. (N. Brockmeyer, Bochan, 1996).

Hinton, William, Hundred Day War: The Cultural Revolution at Tsinghua
University, (Monthly Review Press, New York, 1972).

99



Hsia, Adrian, The Chinese Cultural Revolution (McGraw-Hill Book
Company, New York, 1972).

Huang, Shaorong, To Rebel is Justified: A Rhetorical Study of China’s
Cultural Revolution Movement 1966-1969, (University Press
of America, Lanham, 1996). |

Jiang, Yarong, Mao’s Children in New China: Voices from the Red Guard
Generation (Routledge, New York, 2000).

Jiaqi, Yan, Gao, Gao, Turbulent Decade: A History of the Cultural

Revolution (University of Hawai Press, Honolulu, 1999)

Kinkley, Jeffrey C., After Mao: Chinese Literature and Society, 1978-1981
(Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 1985).

Kinkley, Jeffrey, ed, After Mao: Chinese Literature and Society, 1978-1981.
Cambridge , MA, Harvard UP, 1985.

-~

Knight, Deirdre Sabina “Scar literature and the Memory of Trauma.” In
Joshua Mostow, ed, and Kirk A. Denton, China Section. Ed,

Columbia Companion to Modern East Asian Literature. NY;

Columbia UP,2003, 527-32

Kyong, Julia, Cultural Revolution in China’s Schools: May 1966- April
1969 (Hoover Press Publication, Stanford, 1988)

Law, Kam-yee (ed.), The Chinese Cultural Revolution Reconsidered:

Beyond Pruge and Holocaust (Palgrave Macmillan, New York,
2003).

Lazzerini, Edward J .» The Chinese Revolution (Greenwood Press, London
1999).

Lee, Horig Yung, The Politics of the Chihés_e Cultural Revolution: A Case
Study (University of California Press, Berkley, 1978).

100



Lieberthal, Kenneth, Governing China: From Revolution through Reform
( W.W. Norton and Company, New York, 1995).

Lin, Jing, The Red Guards’ Path to Violence: Political, Educational and
Psychological Factors (Praeger, New York, 1991).

Liu, Alan P., Political Cultural & Group Conflict in Communist China
(England: Clio Books, Oxford, 1976).

MacFarquhar, Roderick, The Politics of China: 1949-1989 (Cambridge
University Press, New York, 1993).

Niu, Niu, No Tears for Mao: Growing up in the Cultural Revolution
(Academy Chicago Publisher, Chicago, 1995).

Pickowicz, Paul G. Literature and People in the People’s Republic. HK,
Centre for Asian Studies, University of Hongkong, 1971.

Robinson, John, The Cultural Revolution in China (Penguin Books,

Middlesex, England, 1969).

Rosen, Stanley, Red Guard Factionalism and the Cultural Revolution in

Guangzhou (Westview Press, Boulder, 1982).

Rosenbuam, Arthur Lewis (ed.), State and Society in. China: The

Consequences of Reform (Westview Press, Boulder, 1992).

Saich, Tony (ed.), The Chinese People’s Movement: Perspectives on Spring
1989 (MLE. Sharpe Publishers, New York, 1990).

Stockman, Norman, Understanding Chinese Society (Polity Press,

Cambridge, 2000)

Thurston, Anne F, Enemies of the People: The Ordeal of Intellectuals in

China’s Great Cultural Revolution (Harvard University Press,
Cambridge, 1988).

Wen, Chihua, The Red Mirror: Childre_n of China’s Cultural Revolution,
(Westview Press, Boulder, 1995).

101



Xinwu, Liu, Wang Meng and Others, Prize-Winning Stories from China
1978-1979 (Foreign Language Press, Beijing, 1981).

Yang, Chiang, Lost in the Crowd: A Cultural Revolution Memoir (Mcphee
Gribble, Melbourne, 1989).

Yang, Lan, Chinese Fiction of the Cultural Revolution (Hong Kong

University Press, Hong Kong, 1998).

Yang, Xiaoming, The Rhetoric of Propaganda: A Tagmemic Analysis of
Selected Documents of the Cultural Revolution of China,
(Peterlang Publishing, New York, 1997).

Yushu, Kai. The Chinese Literary Scene: a Writer's Visit to the PRC
(Penguin Books, Harmondsworth, 1975).

Journals:

Barme, Geremie. “Flowers or Weeds? Culture in China Since the fall of the
Gang of Four.” Australian Journal of Chinese Affairs 1
(1979) : 125-33

Birch, Cyril, “Chinese Communist Literature: The Persistence of Traditional

Forms” China Quarterly vol. 13 (Jan/March 1963) 74-91

Birch, Cyril, “Literature Under Communism.”, Cambridge history of China
Volume, 15, Cambridge University Press. Cambridge, 1986,
743-812.

Birch, Cyril, “The Literary World of Mao Tse-Dong.” China Quarterly vol. |
13 (1963). |

Chang Tze-Chang, “Modern Literary techniques in Mainland China’s
Protest Literature”, Issues & Studies, October 1985
Chiang Chen-chang, “Youth Problem in Mainland China”, Issues & Studies,
| May 1983.
Chieng, Chen-Chang, “The Cultural Revolution and the Identity Crisis in
Mainland Youth”, Issues & Studies, April 1984

102



Chih, Pien. “ The Wound Debate.” Chinese Literature, vol. 3(March 1979):
103-05

Chou,Yu shan, “Communist China Scar Literature”, Issues & Studies,
February 1980

Emerson, AndreW G. “The Guizhou Undercurrent.” Modern Chinese
Literature and Culture 13, 2(Fall 2001): 111-33, Chinese
Studies, 1981.

Jenner, W.J.F, “1979: A New Start for Literature in China.” Chz‘na Quarterly
vol. 86(1981): 274-303.

King, Richard. “Wounds and ‘Exposure’; Chinese literature after the Gang

of Four.” Pacific Affairs 54, 1(1981): 92-99

Lee, Leo Ou-fan. “Dissent Literature from the Cultural Revolution.” CLEAR
1(1979): 59-79

Leung, K.C, “ Literature in the Service of Politics: The Chinese Literary
Scenc Since 1949." World Literarure Today, 88, 1(1981): [§-
20.

Liu Shengqi, “The Democratic Movement in Mainland China in Retrospect”,
Issues & Studies, April 1981
Liu, Zaifu, Chinese Literature in Last Ten Years: Spirit and Direction.”

Chinese Literature (Autumn 1989): 151-77

Louie, Kam. “Discussions on Exposure Literature Since the Fall of the Gang

of Four.” Contemporary China 3,4(1979):91-102

Lu,Jie. “Cultural Invention and Cultural Intervention: Reading Chinese .
Urban Fictions of the Nineties.” Modern Chinese Literature

and Culture 13, 1(Spring 2001): 107-39

McDougall, Bonnie.  Dissent Literature: Official and Nonofficial Literature

in and about China in the Seventies.” Contemporary
China(1979): 49-79

103



Miton D. yeh, “The CCP’S Policy Toward Intellectuals”, Issues & Studies,
- January 1987 |
Ni, Hua-yin'g,‘ The Treatment of Cultural Revolution in the post-Cultural

Revolutionary Literature(late 70’s to early 90°s) California,
1973

Roberts, Rosemary A. “Politics and Pathos: The Reappearance of Tragedy
on Chinese Rural Literature.” 4JCA 13 (Jan. 1985): 85-95

Stuart R. Schram, “Economic in Command?” ideology a_nd Policy Since the
. Third Plenum, China Quarterly, July 1987
Thomas B.Gold, “Youth and the State”, China Quarterly, December 1985
Wang, Xuewen, “Old Problems and New Thoughts Among Mainland
Youth” Issues & Studies, July 1982
Wen, Chung kuo, “The Rustication Policy and Youth Movements in
Mainland Chiné”, Issues & Studies, January 1981.

Diss
951.056
H2759 Ef

QLY T

Th11420

104



	TH114200001
	TH114200002
	TH114200003
	TH114200004
	TH114200005
	TH114200006
	TH114200007
	TH114200008
	TH114200009
	TH114200010
	TH114200011
	TH114200012
	TH114200013
	TH114200014
	TH114200015
	TH114200016
	TH114200017
	TH114200018
	TH114200019
	TH114200020
	TH114200021
	TH114200022
	TH114200023
	TH114200024
	TH114200025
	TH114200026
	TH114200027
	TH114200028
	TH114200029
	TH114200030
	TH114200031
	TH114200032
	TH114200033
	TH114200034
	TH114200035
	TH114200036
	TH114200037
	TH114200038
	TH114200039
	TH114200040
	TH114200041
	TH114200042
	TH114200043
	TH114200044
	TH114200045
	TH114200046
	TH114200047
	TH114200048
	TH114200049
	TH114200050
	TH114200051
	TH114200052
	TH114200053
	TH114200054
	TH114200055
	TH114200056
	TH114200057
	TH114200058
	TH114200059
	TH114200060
	TH114200061
	TH114200062
	TH114200063
	TH114200064
	TH114200065
	TH114200066
	TH114200067
	TH114200068
	TH114200069
	TH114200070
	TH114200071
	TH114200072
	TH114200073
	TH114200074
	TH114200075
	TH114200076
	TH114200077
	TH114200078
	TH114200079
	TH114200080
	TH114200081
	TH114200082
	TH114200083
	TH114200084
	TH114200085
	TH114200086
	TH114200087
	TH114200088
	TH114200089
	TH114200090
	TH114200091
	TH114200092
	TH114200093
	TH114200094
	TH114200095
	TH114200096
	TH114200097
	TH114200098
	TH114200099
	TH114200100
	TH114200101
	TH114200102
	TH114200103
	TH114200104
	TH114200105
	TH114200106
	TH114200107
	TH114200108
	TH114200109
	TH114200110
	TH114200111

