EMERGENCE AND TRANSFORMATION OF TRIBAL IDENTITY ~

In the Context of Socio-Economic Changes Among the
Tribals of Ranchi District, in Bihar

b3

Dissertation submitted to the Jawaharlal Nehru University
in partial fulfilment for the the award of
the Degree of
MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY

CHRISTOPHER LAKRA

CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF SOCIAL SYSTEMS
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY
NEW DELHI-110067
1982



CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF SOCIAL SYSTEMNS GramiJAYERY
SCHOOQL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
_ JAWAHARLAL KREHRU UNIVERSITY 'E-’Blexlhonmgggfﬁﬁ
' 1

New llohraull Road,
NEW DELHI-110067,

*

Date ) 1982,

This dissertation entitled, “EUERGENRCE AND TRANS-
FORDATION OF TRIBAL IDENTITY?, (In the Contextof Secclo-
Eeonomic Changoe Among the Tribals of Ranchi District,
in Biher), dy CHRISTOPHER I.AKRA for the laster of =
Philosophy Degree has not beon submitted for any othor
Dogree of this or any othe; Univeorsity. Ve rocommend
that this dissertation should be placed before ths
ennniners for thoir e¢onsideration for the award of tho
Degree of Master of Philosophy,

Wﬂ/\ /,JZI.J/W
(Prof, Yofendra Singh) (Prof, Ravindra K. Jain)

- Chaiynman . Suporvisor



Hy sincore thanks to Dr, R.K. Jain, whoso expert guldance,
voluable suggestions nnd &iuéent supervision made it possidle
for no to complete thie dissertation, In the course of collect
 4ng material, X had intorviews and diseussions with Dr, Phillp
Bkka, Fr. AJVan Exen, ¥r, P. Ponotte, I'r, Lims Kinde, L, .iivlmm
Trkey end lr, Domndc Bara, I expross my thenks €o them all and
to Dr, Phillp Ekke, in particular.

I take this opportunity to thenk the iibrarians at Biher
Tribsl Research Institute, St. Albort's Colleges Xavier Institute
of Soclel Service, al) et Ranchi, and Nehru Memorial Librery at
Teen Lurtl, and J.N.U., both in Few Deihi.

In oollecting maps, I punt oxproas my thenko to Hiss Alomeni
Eujur who was ever willing ¢o help me in veriovo other ways,

The preofereading, no less an important work in the
pomplotion of the dissertation, was carefully done Yty A, Akhilanand
Khalkho, I muet thenk hin in & special way for nis voluntary servioce,

Iy hesrtfelt thanks to my Jesult Superiors, who kindly
permitted me to pursue my studics and cerry on my vesearch at JNU.

i

Pinally, I very gratefully remember s leng list of friends
a8 J,N,Us who have deen helpful to me in various different ways

vhile writing ny dlesertation,

NEY DELRY

JUNB §» 1982 Cheletophef Lokra
: y AYVSR



Eaes
| I. Introduction .u¢ | e e 3
IX. The Land and Puople “ee ey 15
11X, Ordgin, Settlement and Struggle PP 35
IV, Bffeots of lodern Bactors
" on Tribel Identity vee ves 86—
¥Ye Political Identity O eee | P 137
VI, Tribval Identity and '
Dotribaligation . sy ase 167
VII, Conslusion ves ees . 197

BIBLIOGRAPHY ™ “ne nes 205

GQLOSSARY P sue sen



CHARZER -2

Chotanngpur has been the original home
of tho ndivesis even beforo the down of history in thin land,
Sinco the time of their settlonont which remains unknown
in tho dark of history, tho triboles -« tho Orson, [lunds
and Kharia « (Adivaals), developod their own unificd
culture with thelr soclo~-ocononie and political organigations,
Though it ip difficult to trave the oxnet doie of tho enry.
‘entry of theoe adivasis at differont pordods of time, 1t is
unanimously sgreod that tho Nunda tribo was the firot to
cone to the hilly tracto of thiso land. The Orgon tride
followed the lunda #ind with their lmproved agricultural
knowledgo, the former surpasscd tho letter, DBut in the
oren of cocial and politicaml organigations the Oraons took
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puch from tho Mundas. Tho Kharin tride which was hknown
much later in tho arom, alco copled semc of the institu-
tional orgonizations of the Hundas, Tho woot comnon
oloment of the tribal organizetion found in all tho

throo tribos was tho Parha fedoral organizotions in the
oariiost tribal socioty. [oot of tho soclal nnd politicnl
inptitutions vors common omong the throe thibos. For our
purposo, then, we shall cell Yodévanis?t, thooe throe
tribos collectively, | |

Until tho invasion of tho NLughals (1585«1765) in
the hilly regions 6f Chotanngpur, ¥ho ndivasic 1ived o
happy, peooceful and undisturbed 1ifo. They took the
trouble of oclaaring the junglos and traots (Jhoykhond),
to muke ficldn for oultivations snd dulld houcoo.  Thoy
had their own Parha panchayst 42 rulc and contyol the
villages. The tribal chioftain was the Parho raja helped
by tho couneil of five panchon, This wno thoir court
vhich took dociolons on overy inportant ratter and sonotionod
penaltion to the dofauvltors. The adivesic were celf-
sufficient, hordworking and pheosure loving pcople. Thoy
lived in thelr kingdon of Joy and penca.

The historical account of the adivasic son bo traced
only with the gubjigation of tho tribal chicftoin by tho
liughal cmperor, Akbar in 1585 A.D« The tribal chioftalt



wao nastoken for s renl 'rejn' and emporor Akbnr oont the
his army vhich conquered tho formor and mads hin a tridu-
tary to tho Lughal eomporor. Thie wee to mark tho ond of
the freo, poaceful and harmonlous 11fo of tho tribdals.
There wors vopeatod anttacks by the gonerals ﬁn'tha‘tribala.
Tho major transformntion howevor, came wAth Rols Durjeneal
who was coptured by Jehangir ond token prisonor to Gwallor
in 1616 whero he was complotoly cnamoured by the reyal
style of life ond luxuries. Upon roturning to hio palace
in 1628, he sot out to furnish his court nftor $he manner
of the Mughala.’ Consoquently, ho invitod Hindu Pandits,
courtenans and othor hosts of efficlelo to soltle down in
the pelace, Theso pﬁéﬁle wore ietor on given jJoziro end
bocono the thikadsrs. The provess of lend alicnation degan
with this now Influx of tﬁe alionp on the land. In the
subsegnent yoars, the woes ¢f tho trihais,worc unbearable
duo %o the loss of thelr *bhumihari’ and *Khunt koti' lend,
The sdivasis who woro the original setilers smd tho owners
of Jond wero doprived of thelr land, cubjugatod to hegari
(unpald lobour for the rajos ond jogirdorc), emd lot of
haragsments, with the rosult thot peny left the place and
migrated to tho tea ecstates of Appam and Bengel o find
thelr livelihood.

vith the arrival of the Britigh on tho land, peace
and harpony wes restored for cope tims, But tho imponition
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‘of the tex syotem ameng tho tribale continuod the old
avil of land diopsesooviony the adivasls continuod To

‘lese thelr lond now in o more subtle manmer in tho coumts
optobliched by the Britishers. The simple tribals vho

. novor know nbout dosuponts, (for thoy mover noeded them)
ond the court procoduro, bovame the wiredeenable victing
of the oppricious intrigucs of the Zamindoro nd thilkedars,
tho by foreo or fraud, monnged to ebtaln doourontoc 4n tholir
aupport‘in the courte.

A% thig juncturo, tho Gﬁriatian miaalonailoa nppeéred
on the scono as the only saviour of the helplesp adlvasis
whom thoy met in the stroots of Celeutta as coslics and
vorkorso, with thelr oympothy and holp tho tribale learnt
te go to tho couwrt to rodecm their land tho ropacious
hands of the Zanindars, There wos a scetion vhich inmprecsed
by the hope and help given by tho nicelonarics booone |
Chrictisn while the others aid not, Ve ahail dovolop
thio peint in tho course of our diccussion., But thic had
an important bearing on their 1ife, It was ot thisc point
that como of tho convortod tribals droko awny fron the
mission to orgonice thomselves againct the Britisch, the
londlordc and tho niocionories, This was o¢slled tho
'Sardard lovement' vhich was tho deginning of nony oube
soquont risinge of tho trivalo %o redress thelir gricvances,
Tho most famous of cuch risings wore the Sexdard Covenents,



the Kherwar movement, the Birsa liovement, aport from
stroy and short lived protests and wprisinge. But cuch
recurgents vore torned rebelllous and vislent by officlals
anﬁér the British adninistration and wore ruthlessly
erushed at gun point. These rioings, however, 414 have
effects In the enactmonts of come of the regulations e
the Chotanngpur Tononey Aet being tho most inportunt of
then a1l, -

Tho post znnupundanné oYs wag prﬁaeﬁaﬁ By tho erma of
organizations snd constitutlionsl demends, Ao early as in
1908, the Chrigtians took the initistive of orgenising the
tribels into soclotiecs 1ike the Unatti Same), Kisen oobha
end Advael Nghgendhe to raise up tho soclo«ccononic 1ifo
. of the tribdels, This eontinued $111 the eve of indopondonce
vhon the orgonisetions motured and terminntod into forming
a8 fullfledged political porly, c¢slled the *Jhockhand Porty!
with the Cock ac ite eleetion cymtol. The party fought the
first alection in 1952 ond won the ma Jor ity of’raaerva§
gonts forming the main opposition to the Congreso in the
Biher Assenbly., But the tactlenl dovieo of tho Congress
got 4% morged with ituolf rondering tho 93#%3 poralyged
for over, The nunorous fractions ¢f the party arc not
ths obvvious pigno of tholr wmanimity and focous on the trival
probleﬁ which alone could serve s comnon ground for struggle:
But with tho given situntion tho tribtal prodloms seom to be
d12fused and othor national pertics 1iko the Jann<Songh and



the CPI are trying to fish in tho froubled waters. Even
at %h-e‘p@ntieai lovel thoe Jharkhend bocones evietinised,

‘//m troncforming factors in tho past and tho pro-
indopendonco porieds are chx'ia%iani%yi &amatm; industrio~

1igetion, urbonisation and rodernization, Thase ore the
factors vhich have got %o bo exanined in dotall vhich have
brought ebout great chenges in the original idemtity of
the tribals of %ﬁamapur ond thet of Renchi diotrict in
porticular, Renchi is the bizgest and the most populouc
of all the five districts of Chotansgpur and heneco tho
ptudy of the adivesioc of this district chould be the

sxamplar of the tribals living in other parts of Chotanagpur,
» o~

7, This peper is an attempt to look into tho tribel
history in order to exoping the ;:m#am of trannforantion
of trival ddentity down the ages. Though tho moin concen-
tration would be on the poat Independence g:a_ﬁ.aﬁ of the
esrlier history ic oo important %o put the prococs into
proper contont. Sceondly, ono bmz to got 'ﬁhg‘imﬁ.giml
inage of tho identity of tho tribels in opder to undorstand
tho prosont éhangaﬁ ono, Thirdly, ve shall ¢oko only thooe
ovents end factors which have played o role hi tho trance
foymation, In modern timon, factors 1like cducation,
irdustrics angd urban 1ife arc of great imporianco bhodtaouse
they are mojor factoro of chango in teday‘s mridi/

-~
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Vidyarthi Wes roferred to tho scholarly orientod
Britioh adm&ﬁiatraters 1ike Ricoly, Dmlton, O'lisiley in
Bagt India, Russoll in niddle India, Thurston in Sﬁuéﬁ India
and Crooks in North India, But thess anthropologiots hed
strong colonial biaces due to vhich their works worc meant
to help tho tack of colenial expansion in tho tribal areas,
In tho same poriod mioslonnrics 1ike Bodding {3925), Roffmann
{1925) and Dehon publishod ethnographic mstorinis on trivals,

- Thon come the seolfensde anthropologiss, S‘ﬁq Roy
urador the influence of the above suthors. Ho wae 4ho flrst
Irdion netionsl who published his epoch making work on tho
Furda tribe, Nothing waé put inté writing cystometicelly
abkout the tribals of Chotonagpur Befora this gontury. The
very flrs¥ othpnography on the Runda tride published by
SsC. Roy waes “Tho Nunda ond tholr Country” in 1912, Then
foliowed he othor vworkors., The CGroong ef Chetanagpur, 1915
Oraon Religion and Cupstonos, 1928; The Khariaw, 1957 Theﬁgb
‘the historlcal ports of thede workops of Roy aro puroly
eonjoctural, thoy have servod as oxeellent boslo fos data
and inférmatlonslin regard <o thoe tridals’ culture, cuctonso,
bollofc, practicos and coclo-soonomic institutiono, She
lator cuthors on tho three tritals of Chotanagpur havo
hoavity baaed.ﬁhemdélven for mothrial on tho worko of
8.y Roy, |

The second phase of writings was morv oxtonoive end
conprohonsivee Theso §ontétndepandanca uritings on tho



tribale of Chotanngpur were glvon lond by Sachohidanennds,
N.K» Bomo ond still at o leator otogo, L.Ps Vidyorthi, 4As
o true snthropologlst Sachohidanande's approach to tho
$ribal ctudies was analytical, critiesl, and ebﬁipwative.
L.Ps Vidyarthi on tho othor hand rostrictod his approach
to dosoription ae yegordo tridel oustoms, culfure amd
oroonicotiono. Ulth roopeet to intorprotations, Sachchida-
nonda woo othniceblasefroe and poro suthentic €o tho tribel
symbolic end rituslistic meaning, N.K. Boso ndvocaotod
tribal intoaration on the Brahminesal, honoe Hindu, pottern,

In his tulti-facoted Studics on Chaning faotors 1ike
Chariotianity, Educationp Induatrialisntion, Ledernization,
Urbanization, Vidysrthl wos groatly praising tho eapacity
of adjustnent among tho ¢ribals to these changing conditions.
But, dospite his prolific literature on the muitiplc aspects
of tridal prodlems he gove en impreosion of boing rother
suparficinl in annlysisc and with g purpoce of holping the
plarming politles of tho government in intorproting the
npdern changos ocourring in the tribnl ereas. Howgver, the
changing procoos of londerchip pottorn wao woll troced in
o book, Dynaplen of Tribal Loadorehie in Bihars {1978).

Dy, K.l. Sghay wroto hic doctorsl thosls on the
infiuence of Christianity off the five Oraon villages of
Chainpur Blocl 4in Renohd diotrict, Since then ho gponisliged
ir thic 1lino, 'Under the Shodow of the Cross® 1976, 1laid an



out=1ine for undorstainding the proccss of mocio-cultural

- changes among the tridbels. tvhile the work was praisge
worthy, the ill-informstion about Christianity and tho lack
of genuine understanding of the tribal culture led %o 772
suthor to miseintorprotetions. He hao practicolly
puggested that Hindulem was the bost end tho only altore
native for the #ribsls in the face of conversion,

Thore came a sot of historicsl writers on the
questions of the tridale in Chotanagpur, Dr. S.P, Sinha
wrote the firet authentic blography of mrsa, W |

' £ Biras Phesmpn. 1964. K.S. Singh's, The Dust
Jdgt: ocome out procticnlly at tho

sametimo, Thepoe two authors provided rare and multiple
dota, Through the sgrarisn movemsnts the tribdals, cop.

the Nhundes imwortalized thomselves in the ammals of tribals
higtory of Chotamngpur in the cecond half of the 10th
sentury. S.P. Sinha hoo prosontod o detalled account of
the carser and activities of the groot personslity of

Biroa Funda, vho exarciced personal influence mi the history
of Chotanagpur during a vory oritleal period. K.S. Singh
provided detailed descriptions of the Novements botween
1875-1900 under tho chariematic leadership of Birca Kunda.

‘A Migsionary, FPidelds Do Sa, by mamo wrote tho book
Crisle in.Chetenacpups 1975, with e speclal reforence. to
vhw Wgal prwedurea botwesn the Hisslonsries and the
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British Govermmont, DBopidos, tho book was rich in
historical dota and docunontal sources, Historiano, on
the whoele hove boan truo to its Sradisftiony howvevor, thoy
rofrained from Intorpretotionn,

In tho third otage, the writers heve tumned thoir
attention to tho moot prominont pelitieal orgonization,
the forum of tribal oxprossion sinve 19H9.50. The
Jherkhond Farty sorved oo g vargiuord €0 expose gl the
trivel pmhlm, flagty cuthors have writton on diffcrent

tophos 14ko. .. trivoln sulture, land slienction, Dihus,
 tribel oxplototionn, influcneo of Hinduiem, Christienity,
fodernioation, Urbonisotion and Inducteisliication, The
Community Dovelopment Programmes wore ctudies by Sachohidae
rxamia and Vidysrthl, vho regretted it that nost of the
ollocations of yosourcos moant for the tribals were
ranipuloted and ended in neepago,

4 otrong politicol orientotion was precentod in
*Tho Tribal Votor in Bihar® by Sachchidorendn, But ot
loter ctoges An the Sixtlon and seventios tho authors
in srticles and cooays have iamenteﬁ the end ef the
originnl Jharkhond wvhick hao fragmonted into ronll porties,

At this orucial poried, the msjox Mtlonax politicel
partioo like, Congrocs, C.PeX. (K), Jan Songh, Socinlist
and Swatantra, oade tholr intrunion Into the heort of tridbal
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* roglon of Chotangopur ond Renehd distriet., Tho Horxists
have made their allience with Jharkhand Mukti forcha snd
sontrol the industrisl citios of Dhonbad Jharis end Bokaro
in the region, The uterior motive of Thiso party in woolng
the Jhoxthond Muktl llorcha is not hidden from the people
either. TThe Congrens hos played the chaomplon of the
poor throughout in oxdor to win the role of the same, dut
$ts ouoeess is to otwvious in ill%aim@ This Jon Sangh
Porty, time end sgain, hog tried win ever ¢ sortain
hinduized section of tho itribals, turing them againet

the other seotions ond thus followed the poliocy of
“divide and vule®. Irvonionlly énough very fow teibdel
politicions have been mble to renlise how thoir prodloms
got aiffused in aligning themselves, with one porty or
anothor, | .

In writing sbout the trivals of Chotanngpur and Ranohi
district ond tholr probdlems, wide coversge of aspeots has
beon doudtlosely schieved, Since the tridale of this area
came in the notice of the anthropologliots, soglal snthropo-
logints, esoclal workors and politicians, the changes among
tho 4ribals hove deen woried by all. |

< this reseorsh Ao lorgely l'nasad on the cecondary
aourees, avoilable litersturo, doocuments sand o Low inters
viaws, Dircet fiold work has doen mm?; The Zfirst
chapter conslete of introduction of the sudject, survey of
1itorature, outlining the plans and mothodology followed,
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A short doscription of the land and peeple 1z embodied in
the second chaplter. A drief history of the origin and
gottlement of the three tribes « Orsen, iundas, snd Kharia-
has deen traced in tho third Gha;ptét‘n

The extensive detailed account of their origin is not
possible, for the lack of data, and whot hos boen done is
with lots of conjestures, But evon fhi,a wag notcosary to
‘ghve s proper gontext to the development of the tridals,
‘The offeots of modern factors are desaribed in Chaptor four.
But behind this deseription sttompt hos besh mado to chow
~ how and why the tridbals adapted thomselves, tholr soedal,

| sconomie and ocultural styles te theoe now gituotions, This

in £ast indlcaten, indirootly the propor and more sulted /
approach to study tribal sooloetiess History and tho process
of adaptation combinsd togethor give us a more luminous
inoight into the tridal socleties.

Chapter five degls with the problen of search for a
now Sdentity in s new politicel forum. Tho sent of power for
influence in any domooracy lies in politios which, in the
given situations cannat be Just fgnored dy tho tribals of
Ranchi district. In Chpater six, we have tsken the fssue
of Detribalizotion® which was & thorny prodlem when connscted
with the question of intogration of tridals in the noin streanm
of notional 1lifo. The finrel chopter consists of the conclusion
in an pttempt to suggent & more sultable approsch in ptudying
the tribval societies undexrgoing chenges, The historico-sdaptive
method 62 a greot extent seems suitnble for the purposs becsuss,
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this io moro helpful to understond tho meening of changes
in tridal soclotios. Thioc provides incights into arasping
the problen of detribalisation. That we call detridatize-
$ion pay not app ly %o tho tribdos themsolves, vhe otill
adhere to the trital poattorn of lifo, |

in this cormeetion, wo may refar to tho trticle of
J+Cs mmsm, "Theoretical Oriontations in Africon Urden

iﬂ the Africon cmtrien the authors have mnwm two

brood catogories, “In ono, ezemplified by the cooin)

tuevey, variows oooial ehorsoteristics of tho nrban populae
tions hove beon recorded, frequently with 1ittle nttempt

to relate thoop charseteristics ons to amother in an
mimtary vays Tho othey type of study alms €5 interpree
ting the hehaviour of peopls intorms of the soclal situations
thot oxiet 4n the tomn®.}  Hence patterns ofk behaviour
hove criven in towms which sre different from thoss in
4ridal arwas from which most of the $ownsmen have come,

But most authors ave mictaken in taking 4t ac ocoola) ¢hanze.
Even in tha Indi.an Contex MK, Bope, 5, Fuche and others
uped Diffneiﬂniat {Cultural Contact) apymnh to study tribal
socletiesn, KN, Sahay, suraait ss,mm, Edwamd Jay uaed

L W vl L
1o Tl mimhai&, ”"‘hmm.inai Oﬂ.emaumn in Mt’im
Urban Studi : ", .08 Lo ,
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funstionaiist frame of roference, Vidyorthi end Spehohide.
nande etudied tribel eocinl ohanges in terms of contaots
with end impect of modern factors,

But ail these approaches failed to gresp tho two
lovels of changes pointed out by J«Cs Hitohoil, m
such change 3o due to the different behavisur g teibel
porgon nust adopt as he participates in urhan institutions
and is &mmaé in upban structures, JAnothor in the
change whlch is proceeding s new inptitutions and
patterns dovolop out of old, Nitehol, thorofers, has
suggestod the ‘hictorical’ or 'processive’ mothod to
ctudy the two lovels of simultancous ¢honge in a ¢ribal
societya |
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SHARZEB-X

Ronchi district Lo situsted betwesn 20° 21° ama 23° 43 W,
at%itude and botwoon 48° 0% ang B5° 547 E. longitudo, Tho
tropiic of Concer runo through Ronchi, Tho origingl homo of
the *adivesis' (Hunda, Oroon and Khorda), 86 olad with foresta,
out neross by rivoro, strooms end ravinos, is bounded in North
by Polamau and Hozaridagh districts, on South by Sinéhbhum‘ |
{Bihor) and Sundorgorh (Origos) distriets, on Bast by Singhbhum
and Purulia (Yoot Bengol) distriotp nnd on Woet by Roigarh amd
Surguis (both in ILP.) distriots,

The district of Renchl oxtondo over 7,035.2 squore miles
{18,331,0 oquare K.ii.) with a population of 2,138,565 of which
1,076,251 wore males nnd 1,062,318 wore females, Tho density
wag 304 per square nmilo, Thuo tho laorgest district of tho
otoge in area it rankso enly 12th in rospoet of p@pﬁluﬁion.i

In 1833 Ranchi van arcoted an outoromous diotrict with
Lto hoadquarters of tho Prinsipal Accistont of tho Agent %o
the Governer Genersl, who adminiotred tho srea initfally at
Lohardage, but 4in 1843 it wno ohiftod to Kishunpur a village,
vhioch later mergod into Ranchi %ownaz Renchi which ig one of

1, Cenous of Indis, 1961, Vol. IV, Bihar, Port IXA,P S7.

2, Originnlly Ranchi wao a big village, but with the
g%&gt ai tgg gigtriczoggginigtgagive n:aﬁqggrﬁers

t dove L into o town, a nto a ol th ¢
oxtonsion of HEC, Hatias’ ty with the



THE FOUR SUB-DIVISIONS OF RANCHI DISTRICT

SURGUTA
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tho fiva‘diatrzéta of Chotansgpur division in South Bihar,
io further divided into four sub-divisions, (a) Scdor
SubsDivision, (b) Khuntd Sud-Division, (&) Gumla Bube
Divioion and {4) Simdogn SubeDivision., Adcovding <o 1961
Consus, thors were ninc towns &n Ranchi diotrict. Theso
towns vere: Renchi, Derando, Lohopdogs, Khunti, Kholerg,
furd, Bundu, Simdogo ond Gunmlos

The land i full of forests, hills, valloys and rivors.
- Tho most importent rivors 1ike, Suvernarckha, North,Koel,
South Rool snd Shonkh flovw across the heart of Renchi
digtrict. Numeroun waterfolls, the highoot boing the
Bundru £011, falliing from the holght of 320 foot, about

49 .M. from Ranthi town, mork the beauty-cpots attracting
gront numbor of tourictots Ranchi, Among tho many hill
summits the higheot in tho district ptonds aver 3,621 feot,

The elimato of Ranchi plateonu ie cool amd ploses nt,
bocouse the district land io cituated ot an olovation of
2,180* fron the soea lovel, In Aprid) the teoporature
otoosionslly ricos to 105°F, But tho nighte oro cool and
the atpopphere iIs oo dry thet heot i rot opprocsiva. The
tomporature in December rices to zz.9°c {37.5°P) and fallo
to 10,57°C (50.5°F) oﬁ_én average, In lay snd Juna the
tenporature rises to 37,2°C (00.0°F) and 4%0°C (104°F) or
above in aoﬁe'pluaeg. roapaativély on an averae. Dut with
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the alivence of the éaumh»west monpoon into tho diatrict
by about tho socond woek of Junoe the weather cools down
approeiadly, The rainfall ¢n on average covers for

80 days with 58,34 rain in a yoar,

The lend of Gha#anagpur divigion hoo got tho wvorld's
largost deponsit of nlon, Indla'’s largoot doponit of coal,
fron, coppor and adoguate quantitios of baurite, limectone,
phyllite, wehromito, Abeoton, graphito, kynito gnd eteatite,
Tht district of Renchi io alse prognant with rich doposito
of minerals 1ike, mica, phyliites, schists, quartaite, lime
siiicate rocks, abesstos, barytes, dauxite, boryl, csssiterite,
eoal, coppor load, silver, mincrsl plgments, otontite,

1imostone and buillding materialala

Tho distriet of Ranchi sught to be situated in the
eontoxt of tho widor geographicsl pap of Chotonagpur
.a&visiamg in order to undorstand end estimato tho richos
it carries in her bosom, Chotanagpur and Senthal Parganas
account for 1/40th of the country'o oreas Bub core than
vx/ﬁth of the totsl mining activitios are centred hore.

Hore than 1/5th of the Indin‘s publie soctor invootmont in
inductrisl sctivitios mre loented here. In privotc gectors,
gport from tho glant plantes 1ike TRELCO and TISCO gluninium,

soppor, ursnjum, mlica industries are planded in tho laond

3, ©Cf, L.P. Vidyarthi, 1970 s p. 5.
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af‘ﬁhnrkhané.ﬁ ™io sogion Lo covored with 29,20 srea of

foroots, Tho following tadlo roprocenta the typs of lend
in thic region.

Qypo of Lond Jherihand Rott of A11 Inais”
P i Binass o

Uncultivabdlo 10.7 5.2 | 132

Cultivable fhllow 7.1 1.2 6.6

Currant fellow 1543 B,2 4,9

Other fallow | 12;3 243 3.9

Land put to b2,8 68,8 57.8

Agr&églﬁura une N '

Land put %o Notie 12.4 15,2 £346
agriculture use

¢ ® 1970 « 71

*%a 196970

Source » Directorste of Stetistios amd Bvaluntion, Bihor,
given in Nirmal Sem Gupta, Cless and Teibo in
Jhag%gaﬁﬂy 1‘1 EPU, Vol. XV, Ho.14, AP, 5; 1980,
e £ :

 UAth such pich doposit of minerals, minesc and factories
~eptabliched in recont timos, and with comparativoly rich amount

&, Sanguetﬁ Miynn), ‘Claoss gnd Txibe in Jhazkhand®, in
EPY, Vol, XV, No. 14, Ap. 5, 1980, p. 667.
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of ogricultural lond in the roglon of Chotanngpur, the
pdivasin of thio lend aro poor, unecduented, uncmployed and
oxploited. Thio fo the poradox weo thall try to show in the
rospoctive chaptore. The orlginal tribals vhe cloared the
foreots end cultivsted the land mm not only custed fron

[ R RS,

tholy k&mland. M woro denicd omployment, education and
aquolity w ﬁh@ cutsiders. In the glant plants of Thormal
Povor aemm&mn at Patrutu and Bokaro, Stool FPiemio of
Jamshedpn: and Stool City of Bokare, Heavy Bryidmcoring
cnrporaﬁzon nt Hatla in Ranohi, the groator cojority of
amployeﬂ are mn—trwnmg who havoe come fron rlaﬂh Bihoy
and other neighbouring stoten,

The Oraoon, lundo and Khoria are the threo tribos
oorlicoct to impigratc into this land which becano their
home in ¢the subsoguont goneorotionss Those threo rojor
tridbes (for convonionee wo ahail ‘gall thom eo 'Adivanist),
the undisputoble carlicst sottlers In the region of
Chotanagpuyr populated the arca eo sottlod agricuiturists,

According to tho 1971 Consuo the total nron of
Ranghl district wons '

Total « 18,351 : Tota)l « 2,611,885
Rurpl = laalaﬁaa Eple « 12323, 303
Urbon « 210,06 ‘ Fomnlow 1,288,142
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This is tho total of the four subedivinions of Ranehi
distriot. The distriot of Ranchi is doninantly tribsl in
population somposition, According %o the 1961 conous the
tridal population in tho dlstriot wos 61.61% of the totnl
population, dut it got docrossed to 56.0% sccording to
the 1971 consup, The docronso 1o obviously the rosult of
irmigration in the lond from other otates. Sceondly, the
district hao got the largost percentago of tribdel Christiano,
The consus of 1971 geve noarly 883 of the total Chriotien
population ¢f Chotanagpur tribalgrecsiding in Ranchd
dietrict, The percantaze of the tribals in ¢ho tvhole of
Chotanagpur sccording to the 1961 consus wae 3%,99 vhich
pane down 0 32,25 in 1971. Tho throe major tribon accorde
ing to tho 1961 census wore:

’ Oraon Tridbe - € 735,000

Kunda Tribe - & 628,000

Kharda Trdbe = © 100,000

Thio mokes 33,9595 of the tetal population of the
Chotanagpur diviocion. Tho population of aleforont [rives
in Ronehi district is ao follows: 1971 consuo

‘Oraon - 65,598
Lunda . 521,095

Khario - 115,116

12,681,809 Total Tribal Population,
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This could be compared with the geneoral population of
thé dintrict vhioh i 2,611,845, so given adove, Tho Oraons
are the highest in nunbor followed by the Nundas and tho
Khariss come only in tho third place, Tho Khardas chow
growth in population, and the figurcs also show thot the
diotrict of Ronchi i&l the concentrotion of triabal populow

tions «» Oraon,

Fundn ond Khavio,

The following tablo gives the ideo of the tribal ond
non=teibol populotion in Chotanogpur and Ronchi dletriet,

Population Tridal | Nem‘triw f{og Trlbals)
Populatian ?npulstian

| {in *eaoi

Patol - 11,035 34013 7625 3140

Rural - 8,224 3,220 5,722 36,0

Urban » 2,091 189 1,903 9,6

Total = 2,610 1516

Rurgl - 2,254 1,454

Urbon « 356 65

Sourcor
NN

NT2HUTINSS ) 5
MWY—

Censuy of Iﬂdia. 1971,
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P

Spurge ¢+ Hyron Veolnor, Seng of tho Soil, p. 186, Table &t
Both in Choetanngpur o 6 whole gnd Ranchi distriot
‘in porticular, Sthe pajority of the tridal populae
tion 1ives in the rursl arcss. This ghows their
coconomic boase in agriculture primavily,

Though the 4istriet of Ronchi is tho most populsus
trital oreo. Tho following table reprovents the tringd
population and porcentage in other districto too.

Dictriotn Schoduled Tribe Tribda) Percentage
| - Population :

Polencu 287 19409
Homaribagh (Giriaih) 332 10,99
Ranohi - 1517 56,08
Dhanbad | 15 10,61
Singhbhun 1,120 6,12

g .

Sourcos  BsK. Roy Burman, Dem(f’raphia and Historical Setting
: for Ethnic Relations in Chotanngpur with Partioular
Roforance to tho Tribal’s in The Paoscing Soene in
Chotanagpur, P. Dnsh Sharma Ed, 1980, p. 158,
Vhen corpored to the 1961 census, o gradunl and general
orooion of tridbal concontration io found in all %the diotriote

of Choteanpgpur.
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Zallan, Jal

Diotrict | Yoor {1961) = Year _(19‘_7&}
aio—————————c——— A ———— W—— P—
Pulomau 19.25 19,09
Hazoribnegh 11,29 10,99
Ranchi 61,61 58,08
Dhonbad 11,08 10,64
Singhthun 47.5 46.12

Sourve 3 Ibid,

Tho above two {tnbles vloearly show the gradunl orosoion
of tho tidboll. Though $he rate of migration is reduced
campared to tho 19th contury, there is r highor roto of
jmmigrotion in this lond of Chotanagpur, rodusing tha
percentage of the tribdals. Now tho tridals mo moro migrate
to tﬁa‘%ea egtonten of Assan and Vent Bengal, But g0 out to
cities iike Bombay, Celcutta and Dolhi and a subctontial
numbor migrates to the green belt ef Punjob end Horyona
in saarﬁh of Jobn. Tho cutuidara unoorupulously floed tho
induptrial towvms of Chotonggpwr, I thic oo on unrogtricted,
the separato state of Jharkhand would mot be realised on the
seore of tho najority éf tribval populations Thio soens to be
tho subthe policy of the otote and contral governnonts to
pininize the majority - margin of the tribdals,
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Ronochi ond Singhdhum sre otill the arens of hoavy
trival pepulotion. Ronchi hos got 58,085 and tho district
2 Singhbhun rotoing 46,127 of the total populotiono, In
the oneo of Ranchi; the percentnge is move 1ikoly to cope
dowm boosuse, the cdugadod tribalo arve looking for jodbe
outoide ond instoad the nonetribals are flechking into the
district, According to the tensus yenre the rateg of
immigrotion and migrotions ave as follows:

1891 95,100 14 21,900
1901 121,300 | 2,482,000
1911 f  1,89,7%0 3486,000
1921 | 1,436,500 754000
1931 | - 2,07,000 KA
RA
RA

1958 ty 32,000
1961 7487, 500 |
Sources Beks Roy Burcan, Op OLt. pe 159s

Those dnta do not give the trital and nonetribal
brask up. From tho various othnographic studien carricd
out in tho srea, it con be aosumed that the bulk of the
outnigrants 'fwm Chotanngpuy aro $ribals and tho dbulk of
the in m&armts to Chotonagpus m non-tedbois, Zho highoot
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number of outnigrants vos in 1891, for that was the time
whon the lond lorda doprived the tridbale of tholr lond ot
g very high rate, Thie wao the poriod again vhon the
mievionarics oppearcd on the soene and soved thoir Yend,
The munber of outnigrants was o loos in 1601, But 1t
wons up onco mere in 31931, aftor folling grently in 1921,
On tho other olde, thdinmigrants hovo been on thdincrense
conatantly, %ho outgoing migronte wore tho lsbources in
the tom ootates of Assep and Bengal. “Thup the orosion of
tho tribal proponderance in Chotenogpur in tho xecont
decaden can bo congidered to be primarily tho rosult of tho
influx of monetribalo in large mumbers frow outoldo. It has
been aaoéﬁzuatad»by the outnlgration of tho t»idelo to &
cortain extont. But the contribution of tho latter footor
in eausing domegrophic imhamce geens %o be progroooivoly
p LT - 5

Ao wo have soen in the provicus pagoes, tho grester
nnjority of the tribals ere concentrntod in Ranshi disteloet,
{Cef, Table 1.3)s According to the 1963 Cencus we give the
break up of differenttribes in different ports of Ranehd
distriet. The Lundas nake 74,08 of the total Dunda tribes
in chatanamwr and 15.67% :bf' tiw totul mpniation. {gonoral)
of Renchi, Their mnin concontration iec in tho ﬂo\iﬁhweaawrn
rogion of Ranchi dia‘kriem mﬂaa forn as high av 86,; 3653 in

5. Bs:K. Rﬁy mﬁ; 0P Qizg Pe ié@ﬁ
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Hurhu Anchal, 85.,10{ in Tamar XI, Anchal, 66,1953 in Torpn
Anchal and 60,378 in Khunti Anchal,

The Oroons form 17.5% of the total tridal population
of Bihor and 14,5° of tho totsl tribal population of Chotanage
pur: 76.5% of the total Orxmon population 48 concentrated in
the district of Ranchi, Thoeir mein concentyations are in the
amﬁral end the westem poits of Ranchl diotyrictes Tho highest
percentage of the Oraon population comes in Ghoghro Anchal
vAth 65,38% folloved by Gomharia Anchal with 59.52%, Lohardaga
Anchal, with 535,78° and Bishunpur Anchal vith 55,553, The
Khorias are the loast numorous according to 1961 end 1971
ﬁaﬁm among the thras trides, Almost 508 of the total
Ksarla population 4o soncontrnted in Chotanagpur, DBut they
neks only 4,267 of tho totnl population of Ranchi District
and 6,897 of the ttotal ¢tribal populstion of the sane dietrlct?
Tho oough wootorn region of Renchi district ic tho concentrae
tion belt of the Kharios. Tho Khories are 43.755 in Bolho
Anchal and 24,8425 in Simdegn Anshal. Thors are throe categories
of Kharian, nemoly, tho Hill Kharins, 80% of tho Dhelki (Delki=
Thone cons later) and Dudh (Pure) Kharize, 807 of tho Hill
Ehariss depend on forest ccononmy for thelir subsiotence, 309
of ime Deiki and 5% of tho Dudh Kharias dopond on forent
acoonony for thelr suboiotoncoy 3500 of tho Dolki and 57 of the
 Dudh Khorias depend on foraat ecommy.

TR e

&g, Ivern mels. Chetemgmur Snwey. 1969, p. az.
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At we have nlready nentioned, somo tribalo wore
convorted to Chriotionity while others remained in thelr
priginsl Sarma religion, To undorptand this lot us glve
tho goneral picture of the dietriet populetion acoording
to roligion. |

i " i

Budhigt Christiono Hindugs Jaing [Muslimo Sikhs Other

11207 228,120 862,787 1,106 98,187 2,958 129,971
Pe170 233,946 825,220 1,084 91,754 2,891 133,214

Boures ¢+ Consus of Indis, 1974

. The Hifdus ore the highost totaling to 16,067,067 followed
by the Christimms totuling to 5,062,070 and thoo othor religlows
groups oone third vith o totel of 2,63,185,. Thoro nre come
teibalo who hovo rocorded themoolves as Hindug, Ilonce the
tribal porsontage Lo distorted. 4All the Christiane of
digforent donomingtions are put in one category in the consus
of 1971, Ue oon infor that the majority of thon oro Roman
‘Catholios, In othor roligions, the greater majordty is of
the tritole who proctico tho Sorna Dheram: Tho doninant
rupbors of Chrdstiono in Ronehi dictriet are fron among

a

®Snyna Dharan 4o tho religlon of the abordginalc of
Chotarngpur; co calleod bocause thelr worship rovelved
round the Sarna or the *Saered Greve',
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%ﬁeae throe tribem ~ According to the 1971 censun there woro
72,805 Christians anong the Khardas 1,54,627 acong tho fundao and
1,80,377 among the Oroons, Tho porcentagc, however, is highest
among the Khariss, The numbers of non«Chriotion Khardos, Fundas
and Ornono are, 42, ,3%1; 366,468 ond 865,221, vegpeotivoly. The
total numbor of Christian trivols comes to 4,07,009 acgording to
the 1971 Consus, in tho district 2 Ronehi. In 1961 thore wore
about 3,64,000 Christiens forming 27.65 of the total tridal
pﬂpﬁlaﬁm and 17 of thoe genera) 'wpnxatmn of the digtrict,

If wo eonpore tho data of 1961, end 1971, thers has boon an
Ancroasd An the nunber of Christions, Thoe following toble
mmnémé the rote of inoroace in gonornl and Chrictian
population in Ranchi District.

Genoral 986,400  4,65,000 78,600 ¢ 20.4

Chrigtian 97,201  1,41,400 bl,159 + 45,4
( 25:253% { 59 aaﬁ) , "

General 75,083 96,000 20,917 o % 28,0

Christion 46,891 66,800 19,999 2 82.5

(62,58)  (69.65) ) ’

! h,H0,000 5,62,77% 122,770 + 27.8

Christion 1,13,322 1,55,000 %1,678 4+ 37.4

(25.73)  (27.57)

Sonrcos  Fe ivorn, Ghatanaapuz? Survey. 1969, op eit, D 55.
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Thore hoe boon ‘an increoce in tho numbor of Christiens
by Sb.45 mmong thl Mundos, by 42,55 among tho Khorino cnd
Y 37:1% among tho Ornons from 1931 0 1961, Though tho
Ihordios aro the leset nupmorcus of the three triboo, thoy
have got thaﬁigh@aﬁ poreentone of Chriotisn population
(69.62), followed by ¢the Likmdsa (30.43), amd Opaone (27.59).
Thig leads to the conclusion thet tho largest numbor of
tridal M&Ghtié‘kiam arc ameng the Orsens fellewed by tho
Mundas. Actording %o tho 1971 Cenous, the mumbers of non
Chriotians Khordeo, Mundos end Oraone vore, 42,311, 3,66,468
and 54,65,221 rospectively. ihon we compare the porevntage
of Chrietiono of the distriot vwith the rest of tho scoinl
. groupo wo cons o the fuuwﬁ.na' fhguroos |

o
R W
Hibdus Formed . 63,7
Christiang Formed 177
Lucline Formed 5.8
sikﬁs Forped _ 8.1
Jaine Formed 0.1
othor Formed 12,6

R

- Sourco 4 R ‘Ive&én, Chotonagpur Survoy, 1969, pp. 4belds,
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Though the largost mnjority in the distriet are
Hinduc tho Chrictians como pocond followod by the other
roligious groupso,. Ronchi district is tho hoavily populated
oron by tho adivasis and tho highost runber of Chriotions
{88,0%) aro found in tho diotrict of Renchi,

In the censuscs tho different doneninationnl
Chrdgtiane ayo al)l put togother. It io diffiocult ¢o got
all the droskups of those differont Churchen, But wo try
%0 give tho pleturo of the Catholie population of Ronchi
Archdioeeoe”, obtained from tho ssersd roturns,

_‘ | T 1978 1979 1980

Totol no,of Cotholien 3,731,518  3,44,008 34 50,857
Nonetridal Cathoelice : -
included in the total 103 74 Nods
Insroased by - 13,390 54953

The catholics form the largent number in tho dlstricts
followed by tho GEL (Gospney Evangoliesl Lutheran) [idesion.
There are soven Vikaraoton in tho Ranchi Catholio Archdiocesoc.
The following &5 tho numbor of Christians Vikoriote-wise,”

® . N

&  Archdiccsece 1s the scclooingticnl jurindiction gdoe
graphically demnreantcd., Tho seo Roturne ore the
Annual Census of tho Cotholics gubmitted to the
Archdioonse gt tho ond of the year,

e Vikariate 1o the cubsdiviolon of tho Archdlocoge cone
plating of o nunber of Parishes (olwmo aplled the
Doonery), headed by tho Deon of the Cholrran,
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Barway « 60,868 Khuntd « 40,503
Biru w 1,02,;808 Mandoyr « 2,620
Gunla - 23,206 Noatold « 57,342

Ranchi - by 501

There has boen an insreaso in the mumbar 62 Cotholics
from 1978 to 1980, But while tho incresse from 1978 to 1979
was by 13,390 Lt hao docronsed to 5,953 fron 1979 to 1980.
Socondly, the inorease is not By _aaulé baption so much as
Anfant beptism, That meens the rate of birth 4o the mere
eignificant factor for tho increase in tho nupbor of
christions. In the doonde 1951-1961 tho Catholie population
of Ronchi distriet showed on annua) incronse of 2.10% ac

egoingt the annual inersase in the goneral) population of
165, This rate of growth is net the come in oll tho oude
divisions, Tho following toblo makes 4% cleoy.

Genoral Population growth ¢ caﬁhauu Po Spuzat&on gmwth 5
1951-61

Simdoga Subedivicion 12.5 Biru Viesriate  16.5

Khuntd Subediviscion 6,5 Khuntd Vicardote 25.0
Sadoy Subedivision 20.75 Ronohd Vieardote 31.5
Gurda Subedivision 14,8 Gumlnp 17.7
Chainpur Dumrd |

Anchal 145  Barvay 13.0

Sémm gulntion ) Qmmwg 1064 Cathollcs ¢ Sacred retum
1eb 1. F, Ivorn, op.cit. Po 36
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The Cotholie population of Ranehi éw‘ﬁriéﬁ hag
regiotorod ite higheot rato of growth during rosont
yourg, in tho urbon perichoe of Ranchi fown iteolf,
In 1963, the four urben parichos had 14,000 Cothollen
{54785 of the Cotholic Population of Raonohl diotrict).
In 1967, it cane upto 20,500 (7% of the Cathelic of the
district), 7Thio is an m!@aﬂan of the ¥oto of urbane
isotion beoaune of vhieh tho rural pepulation ia poving
into oities. The following Sable gives the ficuren of
‘roligious sonposition of tho diotriet from 1001 ta 1961,

Bargentare af Fopulntion v Raliaiauds Grouns
Hangun, asidng. Chrintisng 2aihnlo and othors

" Religion

1901 4911 1928 1931 1951 1961

Hindus 39,95  39.69 51,88 55,48 Sh00 62,7
Duslimgs  3.35 3469 3.92 8,28 5.20 5.8

Trivols | | »

M»Uﬁ 53081 39930 23.50 32:13 12:6
Sarnn
Chriotiorn | 10,52 32&31 14,80 16,80 18.05 17.7 .

&m@ .l Fo Ivorn,; op. 0its po 44,

',All the roligiouo groups show increaco in nunber
per deaemial.. Tho Hinduo show a gpurt rise botvooniost and
1961 1.0, fron 54,403 to 63.7%  This 1s becouco &n 19508
tho aataﬁiiahment of HeEyCs ond other industiries doveloped
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in Ronchi diotriot vhich attracted mony nonetribale £ron
outpido Chotanagpurs The Sarnn tribdale have loot Dupidly
dovm theédeconnials, Whore as thoy wero 467 in 1901 thoy
were vedused to 12,68 only in 1961, This is obvisus that
neny tribals wers convorted to Ghristlahity and qua’
others to Hikduiem, Tho Christicns ghow o oteady and
aonzinnal growth on the avorage o 114t00 moro $han 2% porr
dedenninl, - But $n the lagt doconnisl there ic o docroose
from 18,55 to 17.7%, Tho foet Lo that though tho Christian
population is on tho Incroamo (Ref. ps 10, No, of Cotholics)
the rato of immigretion of the eutesidera ic highor than the
formor, This is seen particulorly iﬁ[tha period botween
1951 and1961 vhon Renchi distriet bogon to dovolop in
Anducteinl copplones. In futuro this tondoncy of rrowth
of cuﬁalders, reducing the pr@psnaeranae of tho leool
tr&bala Both Christians and nnn»chrﬁnﬁiansg io poot
1ikely to continue, in tho distriat of Ranchi, in porticular
and in Chotenagpur in  goneral,

Thore are certain concluslons to be dravm fron the
doto givoen in the proceding pogens Though the land of
Chotanagpur and Renchi diotrict ic rich in nineralc and
arable lond, the locol tribal populntion ie not aboordbed
into Anduptries nor in Loproved farming. Conseguently
outoidors arc flooding in tho dictrict and the tribals are
flocking %o the urbon scntroo loaving tho otormant rural



sgriculture. Tho maro pducoted tridals are looking out
for jobo in distont tewno end oitioes thile the wnokilled
lavourers freom tho tridal bolt are roving out to Haryena
and Punjsbh and the brick Lilns of Coloutta, with tho
rosult that tho prosent tribdol poreentsge of Ranchi
district whieh in 58,087 of the totnl {tribal populotion
is going %o doeronse further,

Regarding the religicus minority, the prooent (1971)
position of 17.7% Christians in the dletriet #ny increase
tut ot a very elow roto, bacauso tho trond indicatesn that
tho inoronse in the munber of Chrictians 4o mootly Shreugh
mfam ‘bap%s_m. There ic no nass convorsion any noro,
%though the najerity of tribals are still non-Chrictions.
Ramé&i diotrict, thalland of tho oérilent cotiied adivesis,
hao become the home for all raves and people.
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ERARZER- AL

The Mundeg, Ornone, and Khariam cal),Miva:!y knowm
a6 tho 'Adivesis® or tho oarliost settlors in Chotanagpur
and Renchi, came to this land ot difforent pointo tof time.
Although tho origin of those threo tribes romoln covorod
with the uncertain and distant past, we shall tyy to trace
thelr original honos in kooping vith tho ncceptod othdnos
grephien which have appeoarod in tho paot. Tho carliest
writings about those tribos are found in tho othgnogrephic
volumes of Sarat Chandra Roy of Bongol. Thoush tho earlieot
- part of the origin of theoo tribes io to o large oztent
gonjosture, theroeforo, unhistorical and unscrtain, the
decoriptions about their unknown hiotory ie not without a
base, Culturel and linguietic ovidencas 1ead to ascept
. the given thoorios of origin which 5.C. Roy hae proposed in
his writings, Of course, psuch theorios are disputsbdle,
but ws do not ongage owrselves in this theorotical question,

These three tridbos bolong to two pain eatogories of
races. The bunda and the Kharia tribos beleong to tho {5 -
Auttralold roce and the Oroon tride is attributod to the
Dryavidian race, In tho following pnges tho dosoription of
each in bdrisf will make tho prodlem rmoh clearey,



The tundoo are sprosd ovor Bihar, Oriobn, Voot Bengel,
Haodhya Prodosh and Tripurn, Byt tho mojor concentration io
in Renchi dietriet, The folleving toble given tho diotridue
tion of llanda population and gonorsl populotion,

AL xwa 1,18 1 1 47,050,000 668
R T Y
Bﬁ«hﬂéﬂ' ?t 331 165 %6; 353, 3?9 - 27.31%,707
Chotanngpur 7,14,927 11,050,22 3y, 372 5,263,707
zé#":’) iaﬁnéog’f 3£8¢;55 ? ti 3'0053)
Ronohi Dt. 5.2 - 2,611 2,487,110 177,611
(a0 00 ﬁao,éoﬁ)s 1 hoo:ooﬂ)

Seurce ¢+ Sachahidananda, The changim@‘mnnna, Ps 33

Thero 16 o olight incroace in tho hunda populotion at
the a1l Indin Yovely from 0,197 in 1901 it bocame 0,215 in
1971. Such on increace g ales cotn in Chotonngpur but
thero is a dect0nae at tho dlotriet lovel, Uhilo it wao
2k, 53 in 1901 it camo down to 20,00 in 1971, A% tho bogirming
of ﬁﬁe zothlcanxury pany [undae pmigratod to Appnnm and Bonaal
aﬁﬂ rﬁaénxly tho [undno from the dictrict of Ranchi ore moving
_out to othor districts of Chotanagpur,



7

acoording to tho rocord of SiCe Roy 4n tho "Hundg
and Thoir Coumtry®, 1912, the Lundno ond theis kin
Ealarion tribvos originslly lived in $he hilly zogiono
along the Arovalll ond Vindhya ranges and £rop thoro thoy
pgroduglly cprend. They opread further to the north ond
ccoupled the valleys of tho oighty rivers of Norther India.l
Lator on tho Hundno were puthcd southward vhon the Aryan |
trivos begen o pour into Indis through the Nerth-Vestern
paosgs, the formor unadle to rosiet them, wore pushed
muﬁmﬁra;a |

Like the Opraong, thoe Nundas eleo refer to Ruldos in
tholr tredistion os tholr forner homs. *Tho faroun
Rohtaogarh ie without doubt the Ruldas of Lumda trddlation,
How long thoe Mmdsoo duslt horoe it io ispoosiblo nov to
doternineg; but oven thio ctrong fortroos falled to afferd
b isoting rofugo to the %rim%g Thoy werd forecd to move
out fron Ruides and Shoy ook the courco leading couthe
onotward, until they como o n villngo Onmedemda which Lunda
tradiation names as tho £irct cottlement of tho [wmdas &n
‘Ragpur® - es thoy namo the Ronchi diem«:t.ﬁ'

mla tholr kincoen, tho Sonthals, portcd compony
and oroseod tho Bam&ar &n‘ao thnt 1o now cauca. *!:he samhal

o

' it Rg{; BsCoy mmda and Tholr COtmtry; 1912, P 26.
ds ps 27
zn ivid. P: 109
« ibid , P 114,
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Porgannsty tho ﬁmﬁ proforred to gtiay on &n tho foroot
coveroed roglons ¢f whot 4o nov the Ronchid aigtyict, In
this now homo (Jharkhand), tholr kincnon, tho Asurns,

- pppear to have slropsdy proceded them and worled whiokh
hintu ot the quoction vhothor the Nundas woro the firct
vattlers or the loogor tribve,; tho Asurac. oot prodadly,
thoe Asuras wore primorily orticens snd tho Dundos subjugsted
them boeouso of thelr agrioniture and forast econony . This
ovont of subjugotion of one mimr'&ésm Yy angthcr e jox
‘Bz‘iba 1-9; probably rolated in the ﬁmﬂi#&#ml undn lagoend
of _‘t}m Asur voy, 2d11 of pores, who wao givon vholtor by

8 compascionsto Lunds couplo, named Luthiun Hormn ond
Luthlcum Buriahs Tho logomd goss that the Acwras wore
ﬂe;:tmya& 4n tho furmoes, by tho help of tho bof who was
~in fact, tho "Sing Boncn' {tho oupremo God), 4in dioguise.

Theee valleys of Chotanngpur mnd Renchi off orded
then lands sultabdle for cultivation ond Corools offored
oxtonoive pastures for tholr caﬁlo. Fo ¢enenios could any
longor dog ¢thelr eteps in theso forosteclad highlando,

o intruder would penotratc inte those hilly faotnons

and forest to wreot tholr new found horo frem then, Hero

at length tholr sgo long wanderings woro foliowcd by o

long era of peaco, Here, in the primeval foresto of
“Jharkhand” or tho *Forost Coumtry® ao At oppoors to have
‘Becn once callod, tho first lunda immiarontn node cloarsnces
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in ¥the Jungles ond ontoblischod thelir primitive Kel
viliagos, jJust as wo ood tholr lattor day dossondonto
doing even in our own tUmon in the South-Eootorn ports of
the Ranchi ﬁiﬁ?ﬁi@ﬁasl thilo they eloared the foroots to
peko tholy 'Hatu' (Village), lator knowm ac tho *Khuntatsi
Hatu' (originol village), they reserved one bit of junplos
Zor the villege opirdto. This ig the origin and noaning
of *Barna io %hé traditionnl abode of the opirits around
 vhich the whola ritual 1ife of the lundes and the Oraons
ie ocnﬁred,ﬁ
ne first Nunde sottlement in Chotonagpur nlartod
wvith Rige funda by nane, vho camo dowm o Hurpn, Fonous
for great danoing place ~ followod by 21,000 Murdac with
2% ki1ls (elons). Doter Xorumba Hunda foundcd g Dunda
ilinge dallod Korenmbe nancd after him, Sutio was <he
follower of Risn and he slso founded o village onlled
Sutiambe! ofter him., Fron hera the Mundag fizthor wont o
Pithoria ond finally to Chutin (Sutia)., Fron thip comos
" $he word 'chnﬁia Rogpur® vhioh lator booomo tho prosent

Chbtaﬂﬂgﬁﬂra

S5« Ray, 8.Cs 191& t pp. 1xi~zzzg 11h,
6, Roy, 1912t pe 1
7, Sutiorbe &6 oup g@seﬁ to be tho fathor of

- Rajlo Pharipukont R, the Zirot Hagboansi Raja.
8. Roy 1912 ¢ yp. 131=132,



0f the throe tribos of the Ormons oro tho rost numorous
both in ﬁhﬂmgpw 0o woll e in Ranchi dictrict, They ere
distributod in the otafoo of Bihar, Voot Bongol, ladhyo
Prodosh, Origoa ond Tripuro, According to 1961 Conous
tho nunber of the Oroons in Bihar was 7,335,025t Voot Bengal
and ladhyn Pradoch hod the populotion ¢f over 2 lckho ooch
and Orioso had ovor ono lakh., Thoy wers 2,875 in Tripura.

Uniike the Hundas the Oroono voro olin to the
Drovidian rese vheve linguictie influonco 1s found oven %o
this deys & fov senturies oftor the Lundas hod oottlod down
in Chotsnagpur, thoxo foliowod o Dravidion tribo pursued
by enemios fror the North and found its way dmdo tho jungle
tractes vhich hitorto tho Hundas had cnlled a3l thoir own,
These wwolcons Intyudorg werc tho *Kurukho’, boticr known
to us as the Oraons, Uhoe woro thoso Opaone? There is a
muoh thicker vell cast on tho origin of the Oreono, thon
on the m:mdamg Aftor mony wandoringeos in Horthern India,
in the acurse of vhich tholr tradidtions reprosent then
a0 hoving paused thouch Rendamgorh and Hardinegor, plagos
whichean only be doubtfully identifiod, thoy at longth
wont to whnt 1o mow tho Shohabad dictrict in Dihaw, Hepe
thoy sottled dowm as agriculturiots aend 1andmmem.m - Thoy

NG

9« Roy, 1912 » p. 123,
10, S.C« Roy, Tho Oraons of Ghotanagpur,
1951, pp. 28-29,
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- nppaay to have lived in tho country round abowt Arommagar
(Arvah) ond Bynghro (Buxar), vhore thay wore oub-numbered
by othor kinemen and Nunda folk, %he Cherosy go thoy
gonsoguently wont to toke sholter in Ruidan, hilio, Thore
Thay dbull® the facous fortrosc of Rohtacgarh, vhoro thoy
1ived much longer them the lundos did, But tho fortress
of Rohtaogarh wae not safo for them cithor. Tho trodigtion
geot So teoll uo that thopo the [leches or tho Kaviavas
(nceordisig o Pr, Grignord) took sdvantago of the

drunkon revolry of the Ornonc ot *Khadd' {Sormul) fostival
and drove tho lottor out o scouth, At first tho ononlos
were ropellod, whors ovon vomen dmamﬂ in rolo's attire
féugh‘k ﬁhe battle, but i‘iman';ir_‘tha cnezlen mcﬁédcﬂ in
capturing the Orpon Gi‘ﬁt‘;@ﬁiwi‘ Thus vhile ono divicion of
the Oraons namod *liale’ sett led vdmm in Rej Liaha) Hille

. {The ﬁa&-ﬁrn) ytb‘%‘hﬁ othey blager division camtz to thoe lond
b_f chnﬁmgpnr ém-gh wan '. alreandy pcwmsiéxi by tho lundas,

With thoir higher Intolligenco and bottor knowledso
of arriculturs they bocame graduslily predominent in the
northewestorn and tho centrol parts of tho pletesu, Thio
ghould do  added here already thot while the Orponsg
introduced the plough and other egricultursl tools omong

AR . .« o

1%, RO}’ ] 1912& Pe 126.
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the lnndan, the formor adopted the latter's vmage social
orgenization with ito Hunda Khunt and Pahan Khunt, the
gysten of tribnl governnent and ovon somo of tho Lostivels
ond rdtusls. While the lundas ¢alled tholr Parha Raje

as 'Lianki® tho Orgone retainod the word 'Raja’,

According to the 1971 Consun, the Khorins wore
found in tho staton of Bihoyw, lindhya Pradech, Noharoshtra,
Oriopa ond Yost Bengol,

States Total Population Linle Fonmale
Bihar  1,27,002 61,403 654599
ladhya - 23,228 11,495 11,733
Pradosh ‘ v

Isharastra 3,827 1,863 1,964
orinoo 1s 80,1&83 : 59 rGlQ 60 p6?3
Voot Bengal 55,906 23,602 22,304
Teipura 744 382 362
Total  3,21,190 198,555 1,62,635

Souree s L.«P. Vidyarthi and adhyay V.S The Khorias
Then and Now, Appmgzx, P 24 "
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¥ron the obove tadlo, 1% is cleor thot Bihar and
Oricsa are the mein concontradions of tho Khoriss, The
Southorn part of Ronshi District and tho Northorn port
of Orisss are heavily populated by tho Kharias {Refs p.9).
Tho highest porcentage (43,75%) io found in Bolda Anchel.

The principal habitat of tho Kharian oxtendo from
the Contral hill of tho Mayurbhanj distrioct in Oriscsa in
the Southesast and tho hills of Singhbthum and lanbhum
diatricts to the‘ﬂqith of Nayurbhan through the hills
and platesu of Ranchi dlistrict, mow in Bihar, and Sanbalpur
distitet in Orissa.l2 There are thros catogeries of
Kharies, nonolyi~ the Hill Khariss, the Dudh and tho
Dholki {Delki) Kharias, o

The Khariso have becn clansed on raciel andd oultural,
par%iculaf&y‘iinguiatiﬁ. arounds among the lunda aroup of
the aberdginale of India. This grouwp ic alco somotimes
ecglled the *Kolarsin' grouwp. The lundns, Santhals, Hos,
Sgvaras are generslly bottor known than the Khorlas and
other trides puch as Godavan, Asuyrs, Birhors, Korwaa...atc.la

The Duih and Dhelki Khardes, recount tholr memories of
thoiyx fnrm§§ stay in Vindhya and Kelmue ranges in Rohtasgerh
bofore nlarating to Chotanagpur. Thio sghows that all the

12, 5.C. Boy, Tho Khoxrins, Vol.l. Pe 204
13« 1Ibid, p. 21.
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throo tribos have passed through Rohtasgerh roglon

ot different timoo. The Dhelki Lurthor recsunt the
tradigtion of iheir forner home in Chotanagpur Lfem the
banks of rivers Kool ond Shonk, in vhat are wov Gunia
and Simdega Subedivisions of Renchi district, Lotoron
the migrotion took placo to difforent reglons of Joshpur,
Gongapur and Control provinees. The Dush are so colied
toceuse thoy aro conoidered to bo puritanist omd do not
ent meat, beef nor would they recsive aniied fond from
other tribes. The Dolki vhioh in Kheris litorally mesns,
thoso come leter, arrived in Chotonagpur much lator tham
tho Dudh. In fact dooause of the arrival of this group,
the Dudh weore forced further ints the intoriosr of Diru
(Inv$£mﬁaga,nﬁbdivisian) laaving the banks of Kool and
Shonk. Now thoy are secttled nt various pleocos 1ihko
Palhaﬁ,.aaaia, Kolebiras ond Blru Polico Stntions., On the
outhority of Sir George Griorson the philological ovidence
- would nppoay to ond suppowt to thic oupposition of the
Khorleg having migratod through the Gentral Provinces to
their present hebitat in Chetonngpur and Oricea. Dut
vhatever tho route the difforent soctions of Kharias

oy have fnllowed,'in thelr past fomligrotion, they have
all como into contact with various commmitios and cultures,
ond by changing their mannore, bablts, custons they were
ot the oame as thoy ars today,
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‘Upte thio #gint evorything sbout these trivals is
historically undortain and a conjecture, Thoy contored
into history during tho Mughal pericd (1585 AD « 1765 AD),
when their colloetive 14ife and policy corsated o doudt
in the mind of the loghal omperors, who, nisteok the trivel
chloftain for a repl *Rojat, subjugated the lotior end
reduced him to a ‘linlgujor’ or tributory to the Iughol
 Epplres T411l the 13th yesr of Emperor Akbar’'s rolgn the
land of Chotanagpur called *Kokrah' remsined indepondent,
In 1685 AD Shabaj Khan Kanbu nent g detachoont thithor
ond the Kokrah raja wis defeated, lany detnchmonts were
gont later on wntil during Jehengir's peried the Kokrah
- raja PDurjan Sol wnsvtakan prisoner to Gwalior in 1616,
who upon roturning in 1628 showod hinmself o chonged man
in ovary vay. During thio ostoy for twelve yvoors in theo
- tughel Court he had soen and tacsted the voynl luxarious
life. Upon returning fron hie lmprisonnont ho fachionod
the kingly court after the manner of tho lusholo for vhich
ko brought in many Hindun ang munlimg g courtiors,
attendants ond officinlo. Thoy hod got to bo maintained
and pold for their sorvices which the king <id by alving
lond takon from the tribals, Thus, vith theeso Jagirders
and thikodars, the Khuntlkoti and the Bhumihori land of
" tho Mundao and tho Oraons began to bo alionoted from then,
This new coro come with o lot of sufferings ond otruggles
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for the tribals. But beforo vwo come to doperdbe in details
the oxpot procesn of lend allengdion lot us examine the
sooiol snd occonomic orpanisations of tho 4ribnis,

Though the three tribos came to the lomd of Chotanage
pur st different times, they came in contoet with cach
othor and lator on thoy developed a collestivoly sinilar
soslel orgonisations and administretivo structureo, The
odivasis had the 'Parha Ponchayat® (Village Gohfadﬁrauy)
hooded by tﬁa Parhe Rejo vho ves called tho Iontd among
the Hundan, This confedorsoy was organized consioting
ef 10 % 15 #iliagca, The hende ¢f the viliagens formed
the Parhs Cownelil, Every hond of the famlly was the memboy
of the Parha Panchayed. The Porhea Rajo or 4ho llanki wes
1iko the chieftain of tho trido vho wos miotakon for
_ the real raja by tho Uughale. 4t ono period tho [umdas
and the Oraong lived togothor and chono p Roja collectively
%o bo the chiof ovor their land and pooplo. Thic Raja
rocognized tho rights of tho Kundas ond ¢ho Oraons to
thoir oncootral land and did not interfore &n tho intornal
adniniotretion of theoir villopes, The villogeo end tho
confedoracion romained autononous, |

The Parha Pan choyat wae the supreno court vhether
potters regording tribal lawo, cuctons, morriago, inhorie
tancs, quarrelo, theft, purder, cex erimes and sny loss of
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property were brought in, Iost of the timc tho penalties
woro sanctionod with paying ¢f finos in cash or in kind
@h&eh wvent ¢o the feanting and drinking dy the Parha
mombers. In eeso of pro-merital sex rogulting in
progranoy they wore sottled in murriage aftor tho nominal
£ine, mless the culprits werc of the sano clan or gotra.
The same type of court weg operative evon at tho villege
level, This ?1llaga level Panchayat alse donlt with -
ﬁimiiar‘caﬁas, and 172 necogeary, o caée could bo roferrod
%o the higher lovel at Parha gourt, Lllost o2 the time the
cagses wore sottlod at the villoge level itsolf. This was
tho original pollicy of tribal villaoge administrotion.

Lend was the biggost ccononic asset for the {ridbals,
Thoy were sottled sgriculturicts, who bogen ¢loaring the
forent to 6onvorﬁ then infe fine fertileo poddy yielding
stroches of fioldg, Awhng the kKharios, the Hill Kharias
nover know gultivotion, for thoy dopondcd ontirely on
the aunglé éraduetu, for thelr qubsiatanca. Ocenbionally
they cngaged in 'Jhun Cultivation’, But tho Dudh and
Phelki Kharias wore ao good agriculturists ag ony Orson
or Mundn, They producod cnough to 1ive throuchout tho
yesr and in ldsm‘aéaaana they would mupport'%hemnaxvea
vith supplomenting jumale producto, Exchanges of geods
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and servies wore postly on bartor oystom, They wore
solf-pufficiont ond 4id not coreo to produce any curplus,
Lonoy wap oleoot unknown to them until the Jpgirdori ond
particularly the <¢azation, bogen with the Britishoro.
During the intonsificd poriod for pgricultural oporntions,
1ike tho plantation, horvesting house-bullding oto., tho
 tridalo cooperated with ono anothor and tho corvicoen

were pald in kind op in ropoy of sorvico by labour, The
sooperation woe Lknown as the Parcha oyotems This panche
syoten rofoys to the sollieotive eaapmraﬁian of tho vhole
village to any particulor family for the typo of work he
nocds, Anyone vho neoded such cosperation vould ook for
it and pay thom by offoring drinks and moalo. Lot people
know this syten also as *Hadet’.

Land wad owncd sollectivoly. The lunde called thelr
lond Khuntkatél, becouss thoy hed aequired it by clearing
the forcsts, Ameng tho Oreons the same was know, oo
Bhunihari wvhich meant that thoy woro the amginai wﬁem
of tho land, The Khunt hend or &n the cose of Opaons the
Bhumiharis hosd was the resl ovmer of the land and tho
decondents wero only collective owmors with tho hood.
Though such land could have beon divided cmong brothers
for mn#en&enca sake but 1t cowdd mt bo oold or clienated
in any oy, for that fbﬁlanged not to the m‘rmual m to '
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the Khunt or the Clan. ?he‘aalleetive land ovmership
among the tribals could be illustrated through the
following diagram » '

: gﬁgiﬁiﬁﬁ:ﬁ tgg gfggnﬁeﬁggﬁg of the families,

This system of common ownership of Khuntkatti and
Bhumihard land was not understood either by the Jagirdars
or by the British, This type of land was dear to the
adivasis who would not have liked to part with it at any
cost, But later on the process turned out to be such that
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the najor portion nf'tho tribal lond was grabbed by the
olien landlordo.

There wore throo nain village-officiels known as
the Pehen, Pujar ond tho lohto. Pohon was the roliglous
hoad of tho villago whilo the lshto wos the nacular
adminiotrative hond, Pohon wao the officiel pricot to
offer sockifice to the *Bongnl’ snd Bhoota' and thus
look after the opiritunl end cultic affoirs of tho villoge.
The lichto was, on the other land, the custodian of ilew
end order, Pujar vheoe plae¢/¢%a9 not so significont was
the holpor of tho Pahan at the tine of offering coerificea.
Those offiolals were grontod sorvico lands (Dheothheta) in
ovder to maintain thomoolves ond their fanmilico, They
~ were most respected ond every menber of tho Panshayat in
the village obeyed thom. They wore tho conSrollors of
the villoge in cvory mottor, They wore acsiotod by the
councll of villege panches,

CULTURA

| Though the tridals belleved in Bhoots end lesser
spirits, they had tho idea of one Supreme Spirdt which

the lMunda ealled 'Singh Bonga' and the Orsons called
(Dharmes'. Honee tho term animist for the trivals coems

a mienomer, Animieto are thoso who worshlp natural powers

put theoat was not tho cace with these tridals, lany asuthors

have mndo this mlotake with the tribdels of Chotanarpur,
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Tholr boliof in ono Supreno being 1o corrobvoroted by

the following poesogo fyon S.C. Roy. “Ap for rolipion,

tho Lundoe do not appoor to have ovor doon Fotiohevorshipe
porg, For them tho carth Lo full of invieidlo opirvits
”é?mﬂa blossings thoy inveke and whoso wirath thoy noek to
gvert by vaﬁaus paerificon, Thoelr.prifoipnl doity -
Sing Bongo (literslly, tho Sun « God, ond ﬁamndiy put in
ﬁ"éﬂiity of Suprond Deity) Lo mliogethor a bonoficiont
Doity. evor 'iniant’ on doing good to manyind= 18

Thero aore two kindo of Bongao ond the Bheoto, the
firot aro bonevoiont who ore protectors of village, Sorrde
tory, lend, cottlo, oreps and people, Thoy ore Anvoked
for help. Tho oncestors are the spirits most benevolent
vho hove been homed in tho land of tho bloooed, They are
offored seorificos, The nalefficlient spirits dring evil,
piofortune and sicknoss to ¢ottlo, orops and children and
honce thoy need be appeoood through sserificen, f%his
proves thet the tribale used “\‘;:o 1ive in uttor Loor of such
vaplrmé. In faod, as we gholl sce ioter, ¢ was in
opder to be 1llborated from cuch spirite that the tribdale
wore convorted oither to Chrictianity or to other rellgions
1iko Rindulom. Thus, ono oan gay. with subntontisl reason,
thot the convorsion hod spiritusl motive, too aport fron
. temporsl snd mpotorial.

A

18, S.Ce Roy, Kundo ond Tholz Country, p. 122,
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larriege wos contracted among the adults vhich was
strictly mongamous, though diverco was allowcd on cuffi-
ciont ground. Such easos wero decided in tho Parhe court.
Harriege wae clon-oxogenous znd tridbe endogamouc. Braach
of such tridbal cuntans wore heavily puﬁlﬁheag The family
wos patrilinesl, patrilocol end had 2 wide range of
kinchip rolations.

There wars rituale *do pansage'. Thers woro oladorate
rituals end customes for birth, msrriage and desth. Ancector
worship was very much in vogue which is kept otill very
alive sven omong the convorted trivels,

Phumkurio oy Citti Ora (smong Lundass) wos the respected
soclel institution for tho soclolizotion of tho adult men
snd women, These were youth dormitories which wore used
to introduce the youth in the life of merrizpe and fomily,
Thio wos aleo thoe ventre for learming orafts and shille
and also served as the labsur powoer on oceanions,

The tribals ere kﬂbﬂh for thoir 1ife full of happi~
nons, joy and galoty. Thoy love dancing in tho 'Akhara®
ovening aftor the day's hard work as the moot imnocent and
. conmon pocrontion, whavairia donee in rown vhile the boye
héat tho druns. Since the danaihg io almoot 0ll the tine
in tho ovening till late at night the osutoiders look down
upon this cuotom with @isdain,
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 The footivalo ore orgenized ascording to the
agricultural eyclo, The most Lsportent of theoe are
Sorhul (Khadl),; Phagu, Kornn, Kadletn, Harlihary, Rowakhan,
Sohrai, Knolihoni snd Maghe, It wos during tho 'Khadi'
footival thot the Ornons wore ﬁnkan-aﬁvan%agé of thoir
drunken revelry and wore drivon out of Rohtaogarh. These
feotivale are cocasions for 1ot of oating ond drinking,

The tribdels lod tholr 1life in porfect posce and
harmony. Thoy were self-sufficlent econonically, hed self-
govornment, and remsined indepondent of eny outsido
ageroession until thoir ovn raja sold then into the hands
~of the aliens in a gradugl process, After the hiotorie
inprisonment of Roja Durjansaol st Gwglliox, il the doscon-
donts were moro ond more Hindulsed in tholr 1lifc-style,
custons and marmors, Yot these Rajeo oo far 4id not
oxaot tridutes, dut tho Orsono ond tho liwndas voluntarily
offored gifts and rondored porvieco on osecasionn, Dut
boonuge of the royal court’s inerosced expengos on tha
naw‘aaglzaata and attondnnto, oven nllitary, tho Roja began
slowly to levy fixed tributes from the Khunttotti and
Bhunihari tribals, 444 to thio, tho Roja oven gove the
Jaaqu*5 consioting of o fow villages to his officinls and
tourtiors, These Jogirdars, played havoc in oxaoting
exnaesiva-trlbutea fron the tribale who,nnt only rosisted

A,

e

15, Jagir = Egtate glven out to an individunl for
the porvies rendered to the Raja,
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but aloe were unable to pay the oxhorbliiant anount,

The furious Jagirdors, whon they wers not pald the

fized tribdbute, eue;tpieﬁ their lands Zoroibly. Thic was
the bdegimning of the procecs of land alienation in tridals
roplions which continuous even now in much nore subtle
wvays. dospite the land protegtive Chotenagpuy Tonancy
Act of 1008, Thic wes the firet upsotting of tho long
panecful, harmonious and nolfesufficiont 1ifc lod by the
$ribole with their own vociowoconomic and pelitical
systens, The era of tranoformntion of theiyx tradintional
soclowecononmie, political snd cultursl systems started

- with thoe firnt encounter with outsiders.

The adivasis werc conscious of their hictoricsl and
collective ldentity through lapnguass, Lodk..sonos, lorpdtory
and gpitura, LeP. Vidyarthi hao pointed out some of the
chorasteristic features of the tribvals which gave then
their identity, "Tho tribal ¢tradlation was conducive %o

roliglous orientation and soclioty functioned on the
-prinaipiee of reciprocity and outual odligations. Tribdal

1ifo vno charactoriced by londsanpe. Lolk sonns and

WWWW
and aopartnerﬁhip“ 16

16, L.F. Vldyarthi, Inﬁuetriallzation and Social
Change in Ghntanaggur in Pasoling Seene in
Chotanagpuy, Dash Sharms ed., op.oit. p.i43.
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Uyron Velinor wirites in his book, Song.of tho Soll,
about the distinctive featurocs of tho Chotanagpur tridale,
“Tho distinctive fopturo of the tribols’® 1ifo is tho
vory attitude towarde 1ifo #itoolf, Tridalo are carofroe
peoplo, hedonistic in their dosirs ¥y eimplo plonsures,
Thoy enjoy their drink, denco regularly, onjoy Lrocdom
in sotial intercoursc botvwoon tribol boys ond girio, go
for on efrﬁngqa mﬁrrlaga»maﬁtxy, hove oioplo food habita"f

These two authors have brought out proctienily all
the most distinetive foatures of the sdivacic of Chotanog-
pur and Ranshi district which gavo thenm tholy identity in
their multiplo sulturnl notion of India, To peintoin this,
thoy developod tholr own political organizations in their
own land, Chotanogpur wag their ancestral horoy lond was
tholir diggest aogot in oconony éhrongh vhich they led a
selg-suffioiont, unporturbed lifo ond oxpressed thoiy
Rappinens in regular singing end domoing in tho Axhors
oo tho simple neans of rocroation. They dovoloped thelr
longuogo and oulturc,

But those vory tribals wers clowly roduced to ouch
conditiono, by tho lotey Rajas and Jdeglrdars, thot the
former wore rolegoted ns nere tenants of the lattor. They

———y

17. [Liyron Welnor, The Song of Soil, m:-ci‘hn P 158:
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holplosely paw-thelr land (Bhumihari and Khunthkatel)
boing dlopovsetpod from thomy tholr women ond children
horascod persocutod ond oxploited. The situstion went

~ ©o for an to foree tho tribals to lesve tholr homolend,

- chorished fob so long, and migrate to the ten optotes

| of Ascop and Bongol, Vhon the British came %o the land
in 1765 ao tho Dowani of Bomgal, Bihar ond Oriecoe was
aeaaa to the EIC, the condition wop worsened, Tho
&mpea&tinn of taz droggod tho tridbals into mnayueebmmy
hl'ﬁhem wknorn to thon, i‘ho corpony did not vont
paynont in kind but in eosh which hed to bo lovked for
elpevhere. The tribals could not buliove thot Vthey had
to pay tax, To puy. tax for tholy owm lond, which thoy
had soquired dy ciooring the fez;gaw,, vao uﬁorlx 'mn-
sensicnl, Thoy woro mainly agriculturicts whe never
cared for a’ surplus produse or coch orop. But in the
procent conditions, they wore focred to prodece {roney’
from their land vhich weo inmpossible, Conceguently 'ehay
migra%ad io eoxodus to Accon ond Bengal to earyn moncy
o labourerss to pay toxed. Tho tribals proud of possoss-
ing lend wore deprived of 4%. Thoy were deprived of
agricultural cconomy and turned ints & nmoss of labourers
in toa plantations., Thooe vhe proeoisted ond otayed in
Chotonnapur cntored a poriod of confliod, otrugsleo and
peuperisation, | |



57

In 1765, TM tughnl Emperor wag defoated by the
 Britich and the Dowani of Bengal and Orlesa was oded to
tho Bust Indis conpony. Consequently, Chotonappur, a part
of the Dewani of Bihar, foll under tho British Rule, In
1772 tha administration of Chotanagpur wos brought under
the British dircctly, |

The Britich took¥ uv&;? ¢he Jogirdorl oysion of
levying tributos intreduced by the Lughale, But instead
of o Jagirdnr now thero wns the nev tax collestor enlled
the *Jaminder’ ‘am the payment wos donc strictly in casch
inctopd of in kind., The Jagirdore ond landlords or the
Jominders entercd into pllionvo with the company So
sooperate in distridution of villegen for texation and
in pome coson both the Jogirdoro ond Jaminders wowo the
S8ne pereons, |

The tribals, under this now system continued losing
thoir londe, "Thus, tho poriod of Biitish ruls in Chotansge
pur wag o tine of intornal ﬁ;aturbance and mma%”."e Dewani
woe the tribdute paying districts ond the roverue collectors
were tho Jamindars., %he EIC woo a trading company intorested
in cash revenuo. To proteet tho trade and tho troding interest
the Company maintainod a military farce. |

—————

i S

18, De Sa, Fidelisn, Crigis in Chotanagpury p. 41,
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The Zax aéiiﬁataraa Jamindars, vore tupposed to
pay a fized amnuﬁx %0 tho Conpany ss rent, but thoy taxed
the tribals more thon what wae‘rﬁqul?adg Thoy were froo
to ¢naot any omount (vhich was alvays aﬁnenﬁmva). fronm
tho tribale, feiling whieh the lattor's iaﬂaag‘cattle,
and other valuablos were confiscotod, their vomen ond
¢hildren wore beaton up, Vhon they wors unsblo <o pay
taxes becsuso of the fallure of eropo, the Jaminders took
¥he 1and of tho tribals emd loter bocame the mocters of
- suoh landa.(xﬁnalaraa)‘v By forco and fraud the foreignors
managed to doprive the tribals of tholr land, Tho Hsharajd?
had givon the ﬁ@iﬁtﬁﬁ dnﬂumenta-tu tho Jogirdors fron |
whomn lofier on thé.aamiﬂdara obtsinod the viliagos and
their lond, The Heharale himself did not resiisze tho
inplications of the grants of Jesirs, for ho lneu that he
had no prnpfietnry righto ovor tho land, Heo noont no nore
than relingquich his elalps to the supplics in favour of
the Jagirdors,2? Dut tho forelgners made &% appoor that
tho Noharajn poosessced absolute right over tho vhols the
Chotanagpur ond that in moking hio sorvice gronts he had
tronsforrod his absolute proprictary rights to tho Jegirders.
Landlordiem thusg ontered Chotanagpur. The tridals were
reduced to tcnantc from the ownors of land, In tho law

PRI

19« Unhornde = Tho tribdal chiofe became Rindused
ond assunod thio titlo.

26, S.C« Roy, The Lunda and Tholr Country, 1912,p. 165,
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courts the cpses of tribals were Yosot, hocause thors woe
no writton document to prove tholr ownorship of land,

They 4id not nood such sephisticoted docunmcnto Yo prove
tholy ovmorship, instond, if only the‘fnreiguarﬁ netoptod,
the docunents of tho tribule wore engraved and planted |
in the "Sacandri' (k411 etones) and grave yerds (Horh geri),
Their saered groves (Sarnas) wero the tradiational merks
“of Khuntkatti and Bhumihari ownership, Whilo for the

time being they holplessly saw their land possing into

the hands of the Dikus (thoge forelgnors), théy took up
ormt. Henee, thore wore instances of peny pioingo o
radrose thelr grievences and éave thelr lend in popticuler,
- Thisc was the xreot csuco of %hé agrarian unrest in Chotanage
puars in the sedond holf of the 19th contury., Thoe Sardori
lMovemont and the Sunthal end Birss movonento wore only

tho mout outotanding cgltations with regerd to tho lond
problems,  Toking up arms was porheps tho firat peons

of adoptetion to the drsstisally changed conditlons in

the 1ife of the tribslo, Their original identity with
thelr ovn aystems of government, thelr own cooisi amd
cultural ac well as economic organigations, wvnos diorupted,.
They wore threatoned <o disintegrate as a $ridsl group

and socioty. Tho movoments and aaitiationa weire nothing
but efforts to rocopturc thelr original otructural set up
v nostalgically glerifying their ocarilier Motory. The
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religlous or ovitelisation movements vere tho bost
oxamploes of such phenonens in vhioh thoy wiched <o
rolieve the golden age by revitalizing the eurlior
gultural syrbdols.

At o ropult of lomd allionntion many twibole,
oopocinlly the Fundos ond tho Ormong Moft tholy horen
ond migratod alaewherﬁ. Tho nupbor of outaipration has
been given in Table 3{2} on 9agﬁléu~ In 1891 the highest
rmunber (4,21,900) of Chotanogpur tribole nisroted outolde.
The second wvae in 1911 vhen 3,686,000 tribvale £ron Chotonage
puyr migratéd nostly ¢0 Assam and Bongal.

At thin Junoturo the nisaionsrics cnme on tho geone.

The ¢eivelo in despelr, doprived of thoir lond, then vwent
in big numbore <o Asnon, Bonpel ond the gity of Caloutta.
Horo in the oftroots of Caleutta, the Chrdotiom nicolonge
rieg first met he ounfed tribnls, vorking on conotruction
| Jobs se coolicon, vhone cheorfulness ond pgaloty, onidots
hardahips, atiractoed the attontion of the formor. Through
thon they cone to kmow sbout the ¢ribes in Chotonogpur
vhore they found novw oreg of nmicelionary oporation, Vhen
the tribsls found ¢hoso misclonarico oyopothotic ond
willing tc help thon to sovo thods land, thoy caco to the
niosion house, sought tho helg of the micgionorios, recolved



their ndvico and wnitaed to honr the mispionorien

preach B new roliglon, Sinse thio roligion offored

then holp not only to save thelir land but alas to
prosexve thelr commmal lives and tribal orgonisations,
the tiundag and tho Oraono thouzght thot they had found

the mosns to pdopt %o tho changing conditions in their
country. Conversion to %o Christionity, thoreforo, hog beon
peen by Fidéliﬁ De on, in hio book, “Cxds 2. Chats
80 6 neens to Bﬁa*p‘! thopsolves to the now si.tnatione.

The Cosonor Evangollienl wthamé samt in Ranohi
in Nov, 1845, Whon thoso nissionariop ceme to Chotanagpur
thoy found the BEnglich vhe were in tho sooto of political
powars Tho Lutherans and the Jesudt Miesionaries
bolonging to the Roman Catholic Church were the main
advotaten of the vause of these adivasis, Tho vork of the
Lutherans could bo divided into threo phesess from 1945
t6 1850, fron 1850 to 1857 and fron 1857 to 1868, BPut
wa shall be brief in doserdibing tholr word,

The firot porconsc to Be boptised dy the Lutherans
wore the & Orgon Bhupihars in Ranchi, where they used %o
come in connection with thely court cosse. Though they
wore oll Kebirpanthi Bhageto thoy wero mush influcnced
by the proaching of the Lutheran ecatechiats, The convercion
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to Chrietionity once bogun went on rapidly cwoeping

tho tribal villages ink Renchi distriet. By 1855 tho

nuriber of baptised wno over 400 ond thore worc svor

800 emguirors. a year lotor there were about 600

~ buptized and over 2,000 enquirers, lioslon staotiono
wove ptarted at Domba in 1846, nine mileo woot of Ranehd,

ut Lohardaga in 1648, 48 oiles woot of Ranchi ond ot

Govindpur in 1850, about 30 mileo southewest of Ranchi.

The landiords wore grootly disturbed to cec the
tdeslonary vork vhich olalmed so meny of tholr clients
into tho other fold. Socondly, the onlightonsd Christians
wors rosloting the unjust lobour deémonded by the landlords.
In otheyr worde, & group was boing formed which chollenged
the authority of tholandlords in tho reglon, They
lovelled false allegotions againot the misslonaries

ard agonsed thom bdafore tho Governnent. Thoy wore acoused
of unduly oxeiting tho tribals, twning then into rebels
vho rofuncd to pEy taxes. An ovcasion offored thoen %o
take rovenge on tho lilosion and <¢ho convorted tridals

in 1857 in tho Sepoy Dunity, whon the landiordas atiacked
the pission churches the mioslonaries and tho converts,
The mioeionaries had to loave Ranchi and fleoe to Caoloutta
on 318t July., Onee the newly convorted wore otarving for

21. Do Sp Fldelis, Cricis in Chotonagpuy
- Enquirer were thoto secking mmmﬁéﬂg: 77'
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wooks. Sposking about tho sttitude of the landlopds €t
the ﬁhriatians\anr&ng the monthe, July %o Ogtobor 1857,
Coption Davios, the Sonlor Avsictsnt Compicoloncr of
Lohordegn wrote, "The Londlovds tool: advantoge of the
 tboance of the outhoritioo and opprossod ond plundored
tho vhole of theo notive converts, nony of vhoen prooerved
their livoo only by socking, with tholr femiloo; tho pro-
tection of tho gungzés“azz Tho Luthorsn [invienarles
rotumed t5 Renchi by tho end of Ootober 1857 vhen order
win rootored, Thoy rebullt foot ond the Govornpont made
Rollef Pund ovollsble to tho adivasic whe fook &% oo a
a&an-éf gyopathy ond £rlondehip of tho sutheriticg
towsrds thom, But thelandlords thoupht that tho Governe
nent was oiding with tho nlescion and the Chriotiaons, For
- some time thoy withdrow fron thoe scens and Joft hormesing
the Christiaonn, But thot was only an eyo-wnsh in the
oight of the Britich gutheritiess Tho rate of conversion
was o fast $hat by 1868 thero wore about 10,000 converted
Chrietions. Se far, 1t wao the lono offort of tho GEL
'churﬁh;’ﬁhe Anglicons vere always with the Covornrment,
ond ocenaionally they ovom played ogoinst tho anvuhuruh
ond later on sgainot tho Roman Catholle, tou, But thore
were somo intornsl confilots due to which the (UEL Church

22, Senlor Acsictont Commissloner of lohordega,
to the Comnicoioner of Chotonmgpur; dated
Layroh 15, 1859, in the Caloutta Review, Vol,
XLIX, 1859, ps 126.
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was split in 1868.23 & group af" thom, the eplintoers,
doslored thomaslves oo jJoining thoe Angnﬁam thile the
othor ropained Lutherans. Sinco thon the cpirds bf is
compotition camo in the misnfon work ond thio lod to
many falss and unpropared @meéai@na for the cohe of
numboyr and influenst. &'ha' miscion booonoe looo offective
henseforth, and the converted Chrictions wero sonfuscd
botwaon the two foetions, Uany tyibals yolapoed in
tholr old tribel roliglon in the years to cono,

| Upte 1869 the Luthorens wér& é}m oaly group in the
£icld, m.if the Christions wore not convinsod thoy
hod ¢o prove their loyelty by going to Sunday Semvices,
give up &::imng and dencen ard kaapihg awoy Prom the
worghip of non-Christianc,.

The f£irst Joouit nisslonary sreived in Chotanangpur
on 24th Novembor, 1868 in tho nidet of troudlo thot
throatoned the Luthoron nission, Hie mome vas Pother
Stockmsn who hod beon sont from Caloutta to invootigate
the wéa&bﬁium of starting e nicoionestotion in tho
gyea. At first he found tho place not gsulted for the
purposs ond m'zumed, But Steina, tho Vicar Apootolic of

i . A

. 23, Tho gplit took place vhen four oldor Gorpan
Nissionaries wore opdainod Anglicen Pootors
vho storted cenvorting. As a rooult 4.000 .
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Voot Bengal asked hinm to go back ond start one, He
arrived at Chaibaoa on July 10, 1869, to pitch tho
comp for over and sot tho holl rolling for tho Jooults
and tha Roman Cotholic Church to flouxioh.

Fother Stockman was tho ploncer vho wne noaloted
'by' o group of young nissionorics. This £irgt baoteh was
very coutioun ond confined ito wwrk among the Dumdas in
tho hilly regionc of Sarwnds, Chalboca snd Bondgoen,
The vy stalwarto vhe followvod wors Father Conotnno Liovens
end Fathor J.B. Hoffmann Liovens was postod to the reglon
oo o niasionory in 1885, ond in thoboginning 1fivcd under
Fathor De Cock, tho nisslonary vhe awas alveody working
in the reglons staying ot Jangoi. %This ploce wns in
tho bordey arsa of both the [indao gnd tho Oraonn, This
wnts a strotogic loontion from there this now oAthusiastic
missionary loarnt the longuages and poople of both the
tridoo. | |

Licveno werked in thio niosion from 1886 to 16868
By tho timo Licveno was in tho £icld, the Sardori oglte-
tior: hod grovm otyonger. Tho cnlightened group of
Chriotians, who woro denicd holp ond ndvico ¢o cond
petitions to tho Govorrment and Hor llnjeuty tho Guoen in
Englond, formed thonoalvoo into on organication goaingt
the wishes of the niesionarios, the Governmont and the
lend lords, to carry on tho novonents This s in chort
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the reot esuce bohind Sarderd sgltation. Those Sardors
forced the converted to withdraw tholr childron fron

tho miéaion gehools. At this time mony Luthorsng lofe
tho GEL Church ond joincd the now misoion of tho Roman
Catholics, Tho tribdaleo were so dooporately in nood of
hoelp in order to sove thelr land that anyons vho promiced
thon some hopo could win then, It ie importont horo to
note thet theoce misclons wers noons for tho tribals to
adopt themoslves to tho changing situations, Tribdals in
large munbers were drawn to 4%,

The earliont misoionayy mothod of conversion
intyroduced dy the Lutherans end tho earlior Jasuite wan
direet proasching end convertingy Liovens adopted a
different method, Vhon he w saw that the Lundas wore
hoing deoprived of tholr ancestrulland and wero being
harneged by the tax oolloctor londlords, he chanped
his mothod., “Licvenn found thaot 4in opuch g situntion
direct pronshing to tho people could not drav their
ottentions, Evon the ordinery works of mercv.”gb By
vioiting the villagers snd iiotening to thom ond tholr
troubles and helping them he oamo to be regorded 0B &
friond, He toskk tholr cooue to dofend agoinst ront and
eaqpuiﬂbty unpoid servioce (Begori). He lesrned about
the traditionsl rights of the Lundac and the dues canctioned

2%, Fidﬁgﬂ De 8p, Crisis in Chotanagpuy, ﬁp.cl‘t.,
Pe AL
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by a low and euoton. He advigod them to pay the roguired
taxes, dbut if taxocd more thon sanotioned, to toke 4t to
~ oourts If thoy werc ill-trootod they would toko the
matter t0 court snd mo bribos were sllosd. He himoelf
visited the court at Ranchi pany times, and vhon chonee
offored he supplied magistrotos and dotalls of Mmﬁﬁ-
montp by the landlords, In mony coses the amamm
o5t and were puniched, Tho suscess, auhiwvea‘ay ¢ho
tribale over tholr onemlon £iX1 ¢d thely with g ponce of
viatory and evon pride to soe thelr opprossort punichod.
liorc ond rore Nunas flotked te Liovens who, togother with
such hélp, esrriod on tho work of tooching eatofhicn and
giving baptiom. Thisc was dotmed a ripe season for
abundent horvest and Licveng put conditions for offoring
his help, Fldells Do Sa writer, "He told thege socking
holp thet he would rot holp thenm unless overy aingle
membor of thelr villsge joined tho mispton® .2 Then they
brought the rent and the vhole villagoers bBotano Christians,
This pethod of such o groot missionsry 1iko Liovens did
not go without etitisien, Ho was oo hesty in duptising
then vithout much proparation, In later yoars, thepoforo,
thore were many both in tho [undo and tho Ornon oroas,
vho méneﬁ to thoir oldor rellgion or Joined tho Lutherans,
Faothor Hoffmarn, anothor gront nmiesionnry of tho poglon
 wos eleo of $ho opinion thet the tribals cono to them

25, De fg??idéliﬁ eriois in Chotonagpur, op.oil,
Pe *
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my for materisi gain ond pocepting Christionity woe

Just part ef the borgein. "We oll know that thoy primarie
1y ond chiofly expocted from us vos sssiotance sgoinet
sppresoion and agpression of the allen invadero, and to
ohtnin thio thoy Just harcly aceepted Christimmity as
part of the borgain,“26 However, this statencnt of
Hoffmonn Lo taken t6 bo too suporficially and poonimie
stioslly by the prosont missionary who ie the Dirostor

of Cathelie Cooporntive Bank in Ronehd, His contontion

is thet reasong for conversion vore dospors Accopding to
this nissionory, Fathor Van Exom, the reasons wors spiritunl
g woll ne materdol, The lattor 0id not neced oxplanation,
but for the spiritusl port the suthor contanded that the
trivals wore in epiriiual bondago as thoy feared the
gpirita. Christionity proclaimed froedom fron cuch

goyvile fomrs ond presched tho loving rolationchip of God
in tho Bible. Thoy nccopted Christionity in this context,
thus to got rid of thelr epiritunl obsession tegording

tho spirits {llalefiolent Bongaw and Bhoots), Sccondly,

the converted tribalso wore conselous of tholir volferespect
ond human dignity. Thoy wero pove indopondent and learnt

%o £ight tholr covo succoosfully, Colonol Doiton write,
“The Kols vho epbraced Christianity Sobibed more independent
notione and in serveral inotsnces succensfully opgerted
thedr righte,”?’ Van Bxcm eleborsted 3¢ in dotaile explaining

L

26, Hoffmarm, J+B«» "Social Verk %n Chotonsgpur” for
Privote Circulotion, 1909, p.%. |

27. Quotod in C.5. Roy, bunda and Thoir Country, p.179.
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the tridal bollef in opirits and Sing Bonga, and a8 8

~ ponclusion he had ghoun how tribal roligion = ﬁérﬂa

Dheres » was contiguous with Chrictiondty omd Chrictianity
was the interiorization of the fbrmﬁruzs | ’

ANy Sondhwar, vho made a field gtudy of the
ean&ur%afamang the korvno of Palamau dietyrdiet in Chotanapge
pur, oleo comos to the conclusion similar to the mothod
‘aﬁapﬁad\by tho earliest miosionarics. His conclusions,
houovor, oro moro blased ﬂﬁﬁ ganaxai&zad, ‘”ﬁhe\ﬂaﬁhode
~ of convorsion by noteriel inducement os implied in the
' c§hwéés16n of tho Rorwpe of Nuwadih ray de considored to

hé one of the vardous nothoda of conversion ad&ptea by
éhxistian.miaeinnariea in Chatanngpur”.ag Sotondly, he
aﬁnnlnﬂeﬁ that the poos trivale aro pore guided by pnone
roligious conaldorationo in aocapting Christianity then
Yy the religtous ond thoologlenl ideas of & roligion.

H thatevey the eritlofioms of the mothod of convorsion
tho undenisblo regult wao that thousands joincd the nission,
though not all wore baptised, The lomdlordo on Sholr

- port took it aa'a sosiol novemont (ravolution) vhich
encouraged thoelr nubjeatod to dicobay thoms Tho following
figures givo uo an idea adout tho rote of conversion s

26, Von bzem A, “Gribal Roligson ot $ho GrocoeRosd’ in
Chrisctianity in India, Its true face ed, & Pubiished
by tho C.B.C.2. commisoion for ovangolization,

Now Delhi,; 19810 :

29, Sondwar, A.N. °The Hethod of Chriction Conversion



Xoar | Noang Copvorted, |
Soptomber, 1886 T 2,000 followors
July, 1687 10,000 at Torpn tlsoion
Jonuzry, 1888 25,000
tiaroh; 1688 ' o, 000
otober, 1668 56,000

soures + Fidolio De So, Crislo in Chotanagpur,op.oit.p.133.

Ao rogerde Sho lant figurs, Ségbﬁﬂ it iv not cortoln
that oll wore bopticed, Liovens did mot inguire into the
notivetions for conversion, “Neithor Lievens nor ¢he
catochists inguired clesoly inte the potives of the
eonverts, Lievens snd hic componions wero convorned with
statietdos, which wers usually approxination and often
oxoggoratod,"2® The reactions of the landlords woro
swvicusly ininiecal. Thoy opposod their boooning Christians,
They persecuted the converts, threatoned to hil) o
misoionary; Fother Do Smot, robbed tho peoplo and intinie
dntod the ootochlsots, Evon Fathor Liovens wag purcusd
ofton by tho londlord's gongamon who esought $o ki1l hin.

Thnt ie vhy vhon Liovens coved to Barwny in $ho Orgon
region, ho woo poro ceutious sbout baptizing nduitse. Ho

" moved to Berwoy in 1869 and when ho loft tho ploco for

hio homoland to recovor from tho infeotion of Lungo consumpe

~ tion thore wore sbout 13,000 convorto smong the Orzonc,

- . O dsdeise v

Among tho Tribalse The Koy converts of Palamam
A cage otudy, genoral of cocinl rescorch, Vol,XVI,
19?3' PO 92;

30. De So Fidells, op. cit. p. 137
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The first roason 1ie§‘1ﬁ'%ha vory condition of the
poopic, thon the tridalo wore dﬁpr&vcﬂ-&f'ﬁkoif‘lﬂna
ond loft heiﬁiees tho miesionarica gave then hopo Yo
reotore thoir 1andg35 They wore sympathotie ond liotoned
to thelr grievoncos with pationco, Thoy gcamd with all
pouoible holp, whiloe otill earing to otoy in good favour
of tho British Government. "Poople soem %o have folt
that tholr religlon ocould not holp them. Chrictionity
vos o meens of paving thelr land and deing froo fren
forced laboursd?

Secondly the continuous oppression by tho land-
lords drove tho tridalo more and rore to ascocpt Chriotianity.
Tho londlords 4id nod question vhy tho tribnio f£fled fronm
thom and sought the protection of tho miscionorics, Had
they given this conoldorntion and offered o vintlo alter~
native for the ¢ribalo thoy would hove hept the €ridals
ith thems Thio hoo not becn tho ronligation cven to
this day,

Thirdly, the attitude of tho miosionarics drew many
tribale to embrmce Christianity, Theose wore found accessidle
poople for any kind of holp at any time. Tho nissionaries

31, Hope to rcotoro thoir lond maintsin thoir cocial
organizations, custono and culture,

42, Do So Fidolls, Cricio in Chotomagpurs op.¢it.p,82.
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rogtored in then telf-confidonee which gave thom oelf-
rogpoet ao agoinet thoe dboostly troatment givon by the
Janindors and landlerdo, I

Inopite of the bonevelont and friendly buhaviour
$horo wae s seotion of tribalo which wao not ottrooted

0 Christianity. The roascono aro verlous, Chriotionity,
though &n univershl religion, wno to tho tridalo a foreign
roliglony The Christienc wore fron Englond and Zurepean
countries who prenched the roliglen which was ontirely
new t¢ thom, The carly Luthoran misslonarios ﬁaw voery
otrict rogarding the habito of drinking amd dancing which
wore sssentisl fosturon of tho tribale. Theore wore somo
vho did not 1iko to give up those tridal cunstons

at tho cost of mcospting Chrictianity., Kuchol Korkotta
hag wrdtton an articlo in tho Journal of Soviml Research
onploining the role ond slgnificoned of ‘rics beoy' in
MGn oultore? His mein pointo are thot drinking rlee |
beey hap culturnl valuos. Rive boer is emsenticl for
cortain ritusls and eoclol customs. Tor inotones in
Sohral, the foust of tho oottle, tho houseewife has to
sprinktle rice beer on tho fout of the cattlo. Thore are
a8 nunber of other customary exsmples vhen riceo beor is
aanmiai for oemmn&as; Enmnmic reasong aro that on

- Kemetta Kuahah "Rice Beer and the Qmm cul‘tmn
A Prelln: Obseorvation, dournsl. o ol Rappareh,

vaz.m Ko.i, marah. 1960, pp. 62 8*. -
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an ovension whon sonoono invites for panche (Cooporntive

" work) he has to offer rico buer and mon) ac vagen of the
doy. It has sociol significsnce, becouse vhonevor ony
guost comes in tho houae he 1o choored with this
customary ond tradisional rice boeoy, vitheut vhich the
foavting is incomplete and tho guest romsine unhonoured.
K.Ns Spghay, roports about hic fiold work in throo Oreon
villogos in Borway. Ino onc of the Chrdstion Cotholice
Snbha, thero ¢ome o proposal of banning rico booy completoly.
The pajority éf the prosont @taﬂ rother $6 leavo the
church and rovert to Soxrna religion then give uwp drinke
ing complotoly. ©On this satter the Lutheranp were much
otricter right from the beginning, 7This step blascd many
othey ¢tribals phoinst sccopting Christionity ang dsove
many Luthorans to the Rommn Cotholics who adopted 1ibderal
otond in this rogord,

Daneins wao the only culturnl rocreantion onong the
ndivepin,: Tho Idoslioneries vho enne from thely Buropean
hackground of morality, looked dovn upon thic ront |
csoentlal port of tritnl 1ife, Tho tribsls lovoed to
dance,. Tho xn_iéalonar&ea rootricted doneing porticulerly
~ the night dancos and in many ploces otopped it complotely.

Tho third big reccon was that now roliglon gove an
irpression thot it weo ot the coust of loming ens’o *jot’,
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In many placec the Luthoron nissionsrics, pode ovorye
vody oit togothor snd dine., Though there wao no ntriot
cnste systen among the txidnle, yoi, thoro twrze cortain
foud and the typon of food ono tribo wuld not acecps
from the hand of tho othar, The Hindulsod Dundns of

- Topny and Bundn aveas in Ranchi digtrict 414 not oooopt
eookod foud from any other peoplo.

Fourthly, the troditional villogo hesdo « tho
~ Pohen, lato ond Pujor, end the PPanches werc roplaced by
& nov sategory of londors, nanoly tho cotoohisto, Thoro
ogeurred o olooh beéa_ﬁaa they folt thot their troditional
cultural institutions ond customs wero throastened, There
- ven an imposition of a ms:z mode} vhioh wao primarily
Yegtorn ond not ouitod <o ¢tho lifeestyle of tho tridal
pcoplo, |

In $886 thero was 0 oplit in tho GEL loaion vhers
four clderly miesionarfes woro ordained Anglicen Pastors,
The Luthorans felt botrayed and voro eonfucd with ¢he
rooult they oot intorost in being converted, The two
Zoctions not only ¢ricd %o got convorsiens in corpoltition
but also onused seondslo to the now converto and the yet-
to-bo-convortod duc to thoir infighto, Daforo tho Jeoult
miseionarieo cenoy tho ILutherons had boen elack in
offoring reliof fundo and in tsking care of tho converted,
Thogo were come of the moot importomt reocons vhy o
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Chelationity, There is otil) snother rosgon vhy the
Luthorans joined the Argliesnc and vhich barred the
non-Christiens frem convorsion., The Luthersn miosione
grics dought hugo amount of londs to dulld churches ond
rosldoncos and thoy otvmed isndo, Thoy nehod for church
donations from poople vho took it as paying tox o tho
new landlords, Since tho tridalo were fighting agninet
puch ovils Shey found 1t tronsforved on the miscionarios
vho gave The improssion of o new class no leos sapricious
than their neative Hindu landlorde., Thus, they foumd
that tho nission betrayed thon ond could not offor thenm
the nesng of ndoptotion any move., They had jolned the
nission ond changed their reiiaion besaute, vneonpiously,
they szw in the new yoligion a means towardso readjustment
to tho chenging conditions in tholr country., 4o long ns
thoy thought that tho now roligion was offoring this
nomms thoy camo t6 $he miosion,dd

Tho sardori movenont also had ite foplications.
7he mipaion dogpito tholr nctivitics for rentorotion of
land to the lundas snd the Orpong, 4id not 1ike to take
any cuch stepsc vhlch would vin disefovour of tho British

W i AR

493. Do Sp Fidille, Crioio &in Chotanagpur, op.oit.
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Governmont, A;wardinglg tho Sordari ogitation woo viewed
oo oxtremiots’ netivitios by the missionarios vho not

- only 4id not éffar any help dbut aleo dissunded thon |
from sonding petitions, Tho Ssrders (Loasders) in roturn,
inctigotod the convords agéim tho nisoionories amd
provented tho none-tonverted from approaching thon,

Thoy tricd to crecto an iuprossion in thomings of the
peoplo that the nisslonarics, after all, wore not the
gonuine osretokors of the tribols, To o grest oxbont,
partioulsrly the monecomvorted, bellevod them.

Tho tribale had seen the Goldon Age boforo tho
introduction of noneiridals into the land by thelr own
Hindulood Rajas, Rojo Durjenos) and Pheni [uknt Rod
{llunde Ragbonsi Raja), to namo but two imbibed Hindu
$deals, adopted tholr culture, customs and oven intorw
married with thens This gave them the power ond otatus
1ike any othey Hindu or Lughal Rajos who livod in
splondour and ruled 1iko monaorche (fisharajas), It was
groed for power and stotus vhich sold the tribaloc into
splavory and opprossion,

Tho firct onslsught by tho alien Jogirdors and
Thikadars completoly disrupted tho infrastructures of
the tridal coclety, by dopriving them of thoir land vhich
they had soquired with tholr ovn weat and blood. Tholr
cconomic eysten was thrown overbvorad. SIt chould be borne



in pind thot tho tribol seocio-culturnl oystem wap vory
puch 1inked with tholr sconomio oysten. We have olreody
mentioned in the foropoing pogos thet the rellgioun
fontivole of the tribonls were organised socording to the
ogrioultural cyelo. thon onco the cconomic organisntion
(infro-gtructurs) wos offoot, the rolsted avolsl, |
politice), oultural ond roliglous orgonizationo (oupor—
gtructuros) wore slse offeeted, Thic fumntionol approach
to the onplycio of problems Lo erusiel ot this point. Thie
w1l bo doslt with erphotionily in the third shoptor
when wo would eonsider tho offoets of industrialisotion
vhich pendorcd many triba) feotivels and rituslo dafunct.

17ith tho arrivel of Christion Digolonarics the
4tridbale scomed to have found a *Saviowr' in then for they
inopired new hopon An thely despondent mindn, But seeking
the nlssionarioca® cuceour wao not without a coot, Onte
the tridals wore convertcd tholr sllegiance and loyality
wuent o tho nioolon firet ipnoring tho tribol cocloty.
The now lenderchip emorged in the percon of tho Christian
cotochiot in ploce of tho traditions) village Pohan or
Rajn of a Porha., The 1ife around tho traditionsl Sorma
{snered grove) wae chifted to the church building.

Thio hod g further icplication, A olonr diotinction
war modo botwoen tho convortod tribslic and tho non-converted



f:*ibafim% The convorted tribals wore bettor off ond
vequirod highor status in society, In carlior popos
nention hoo boen nado how the Chription tridals falred
bottor in court hocause they wore more confidont and
had acotas to sound lognl ald.

Christianity chengod the villago erganisation of
tho teibals, Though the traditional villago panchayat
oti1}l functionod, the centre of 1ifeo and sotivitien for
tho Christions vno tho church ond the Christien Sobha
{Cotholic Sobha), theso inotitutions replased tho
panchayat to a groat oztent, Uhils 1% 1o truo thot the
isolontricn tried to mointain, os nuweh oo posoibleo, the
tribnl sustoms, inptitutione and culturs, tho csphooie
vt now shifted sluevhore,

Lend wog the himeﬁt ocononic nooot to ony txival.
m, it wos the Jond vhich was glionoted frop the tribvals
and ﬁiia 1ond glienntion problom ancued down tho oges in
vhich pohy sgitations and agrarion rovolutions haove tsken
ploce oven cooting 1ives of mony a €ribal, Their cultural
and coclowpuliticol 1ife rovelved round the larnd. Shelr
2amily and Mmhip rolotions wore dotormined on thiso 1line
for inhoritanco ond ownorship of land.

ety

35, Sachehidanonda = The Chonging lumda,



Duc ‘éa o nunher of parorisk uwricinge ottontion
vao given %o lonéd roforms by the Britich rulorv. %The
tisharajas hod gronted Jogir lond to tho alion, Hindus
- and Busliinmss but not tho owmership. But thomo Joglrdoro
pnd istor on the Jomindors, decoitfully usurpod the tribvel
lond graduslly, Thie was followed by disputes botwoen
4the plien ond the aborliginel and caused wnrent in tho
regidm To remedy thio unrest, the governnert pagsod
the Chotmmagpur Torure Act, 18669, with mubsequent cwevey
pottlonont operntions. The hopo was thet it would prove
& pangeon for these troublos, instend, thie Logielotion
£01) ghort of its ﬁ‘bamﬁvea The reosons for the follure
sare, that the Act had come oo late, Had it cemo beforo
1839, 1% would hovo been ouccessful, Socondly, tho tribdale
got susplelous that invostigation of tholr lund by the
ppocinl Commiosioncrs wers meant $o impose moro tax. The
londlorde ployed tho rumowremongers. The teidals rofused
in mansf ensen %o hovo ¢their land invostigated,

Thic foot vos wdoniable that tho Britich wore welle
intentioned %o enact lews for land tonure, This was the
couse of wnrost in the rogion and they wontod pesco at
a1l cooto oo that their trodo would Clourich, Thoy had
discovored that the lundae and ¢he Ornono were covorely

vrongol. 35 Sene of thoe British sdniniotrators like, Davidoon

35, ‘Do Sp Fldilis, Oriels in Chotonagpur, op.cit.p.67.



and Richets cloarly resognized some of the epnentiol
feotures of lend tonurs Oystom of the Nundas and the
Oruons, Some British Judges, tos, werc impi.rez% by o
goneral desire to do mmtim to thoso pboriginalo,

And a1l utteﬁpt 2o dring peace fallod to tholr groot
wmammf. It wap hore that tho great m&w&omw omel
linguist, Father J.B. Hoffmann, undertook tho charge of
studying the land tonuxs aya%@m of the Mmndas, ond
scquainted tho sdminictrators vho finally cnactod the
mm fomous agrarion lovw knowm s the Chotanogpus

Tonanoy Act of 1908,

6;09
%ﬁ.s chatamgpur Tensney Aoty 1939?‘ e 0180 n

faree, because whem it was passed the time hod eiapaeﬁ.
By the tine the Aot come out ninutenth nf

The woll-intontiencd Britich administrators, whope
golo sim was Yo sorry on trade and colleot tax, falled in
thic rogpeet becouso they did not understand the lord
tonurs oyotem of tho Nundag ond the Oraons, and tho faet
that ovon tho tribalo oould bo lond owmers., JAccording
%0 Hoffmann, tho dofect lay in tho genoral Anadility of
tw entiroly difforont civilisations to undorstond caoh

-—c i Ry o Tt i i
36, FExko Ph&lip. "Refvtta uat mavamen‘!: anong the
tribeos of Cho ury Tribal Situntion in

Indla, op.oits 1972: p. 826,
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other. The Britichors ¢ome fron e backpround with
privete property whose ownerchip wes in popor docunonto.
But in the nomo of rocords of otmorchip tho ¢wibaly hod
their proprictorohip inceridod in tholyr burdnl placos
{Sapendiries), Saommoe,; ond Kilieotonos; dut to vhot uoo
in the Britich lognl eourt! The Judiclol oyeten proved
favouroblie o tﬁe foﬁn&gxx lamdlordes whe could produco
‘writtan documents, Sruc or faloe, eovld oponk %ho
language which the tribnle could not in the ecoudt, The
iondlords hod monoy ond potienco to froguent tho courto
while tho poor tribole folt exasperted and horagoed, 77
Thuo, the Britich wn-intentioneily and uwnmiilingly helipod
in tranpferying tho cnmrunal otmership of long into

~ individual ovmoerchip in Laveur of the landoxdo, %Shere
oo opulant plooce for miochlofs 5.0« Roy writan, *Thoush
inndoquate knowledge of the Britich officlialo and thelr
Indien subordinates of tho history of Yand holding in

| the district and ¢tho inppproprinte axspls.eatto;x of the
pﬂﬁéﬁp’.é of AEng;mah low ond fdeas of landlordien <o 8
eountry whore the history of lond«holding hao been quite
asfforont, incnloulablo micehiof wos dons to tho 2ights
of tho aborigingl poopont pmprﬁ@tam".j 8

37. be &n Pidilic, Crisis inC Ghﬁ'ﬁﬁtﬂ@m ﬁpaaitg
1978, §‘ 68. Lower officiele in tho courts
nd police wore all slliop of tho lord lowds,
Gove,s gocnod to protect thom,
38, 8.C¢ Roy, Tho Lunda ond Tholr Uorld, o.olt,
Pe 370, Depn, Pu p.08 (Quoted),
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Thoro wad o puzzling question raolond in tho minde
of the tribolo, Thoy know Zthat they woro poying nomingl
undemonded pifte ond scervicon %o thelr rojan, But now
thoy wore baffled vhy thoy had o bo toxoed on thelr owm
iand and oven bo coorcod to 4o so, Thoy did not vndomrs
ptand the paporeownorship of lond vhile signo of cimer-
thip for thon lay burded in tholr lond ftsclf.

IMgration wo o comedted prodolon with the tridvols,
The growth of lend olionotion throw meny Dunda¢ ond Oracns
out of placs oven %o tho point of storvatiorn with the
result that they hod to losk oloowhore for subsistence.
Sopondlys the neod for cooh drove thop to look for Jobo,
The growth of tribal population crontod o ouypluc of
1abvour ready to be cmployod in tho ton sotates 0f Dengal
and Assan, The britishoro likod them to hirs 66 lobdourers
boeouse the tribtala were hardeworking and acoustoned to
work in hilly rogiono ond olimotes Thone wore the factors,
givon by lyron Velnor, but sbove all it wao land slienation
vhich caused migration’on masse®,

1¢ hao boon guggonted that outpipration 4o &
politicsl oafoty valve, thot 1o, thet diceontented people
protost with thelr feet as well oo with gums, tullots,>?

AN

3. Veiner, Liyron, Sons of the Soil, p. 162,
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It 45 truo in tho oaso of tho lundas ond the Oraone

who, inme;xsd of r;;sina up in croe mwﬁeﬁm HoYe

dofused through migrations. A Big group nigrsted

outoide whilo the othors who stoyod faced tho situstions.
There wors Kol insurrections in 1832-33, 1835 (Santhal
Insurection) and ”'1;85? + The digeost of nll theoo wprisings
vag led by the religious, cherciematie agrarion leader,
Biren Munde, in 18991900, These movoments wore mcfe:a
down ruthlesoly at gun point by tho Britichers, dut if
the wholée populstion of tho discontented tridals instond
of fleckvg thd Assan, had stoyed end organiced themeelvoes
tho movenent would havo gelned strength and pomentum

to nork the history of coecisl movemente, Dut & movoment
roguires cortain cconomic standsrd vhich wvap too low
omong the adivasin, ' A men vho is too poor and sloorable,
samnot protoct: Thh tribvals wore roduced to misory and
povorty, not g conducive dlsposition for any sooial movemont.

Thers is a second cotegory of movements which grow
ot this tine namoly, the retigious (revisliot or rovitali.
gation) movomento. 7 he Tann Bhoget Lovenent 3n Ranchi
distriet in 1912 woo one of tho nost outotanding example
of this, Vo have already hinted at thia thot thooo rovee
monts wore no lecs assertive of tho tribal idontity then
the ag‘l‘tﬁtions in prms, Tho difforonse was that wvhile the
fornmer adopted cultural mothod, the létter‘ ndoptod violent
neans,
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A% thic ptago, 1t Lo irportant to look into tho
attitude of the Britich edministration towsrde tho
mseionarien. In genoral tho Government 414 not eoncorn
Ltool? over much with tho wordt of the mienien, oo long o
tho lattor did not como in conflict uith lavs, Uhile
gpocking of the Lutheran Misnion and Ato cervorts roporto
made no mention of the aplritunl slde of tho apoadtolate.
Thoe o£ficinlo opoke highly about tho ontorrnd notivitios
nanoly the coedal uplife of the convorto. |

Tho Josuit miscionories wers reforred ¢¢ in tho
roport (1886.1889), as involving in tho intricato problonm
of land tonurd cyotom ond wore agcused of cxtiting peoplo
 of lond tonure toxos, [lost of thesc chorges ogoinot tho -
mioglonaries wore drought by the landlords vho tricd to
mnlign then. The mivsionneios were not nilled to tho
eporicliots® vho balongod o thoe Sapdori group. At
oot vhat tho Jeouit miooionories hod done wad that thoy
ugod to send comploints ocoinot the londlonds ond ¢ho pl
polico to vhich tho governnont 4id rot soen %o hoed. The
nioolonarioe hod como Anterferonce in ootiors cornoeted
vith iond tenures and ront yet Shoy wore not wholly
rosponcidle for the dlo-nffeution bHotweon the Joninders
and tho ryots.® The pdniniotrotion seousod thooo
nicoionories of pmizing up epiritunl vith torporal pattors,

A o e

%0. Yot it wvno JuBs Hoffomnm tho nisoionory vho holped
tho Govornmont in formuloting the Chotanogpur
Tennoy Aot, £008. \903.
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The policc cald that the m;aaiomﬂea erapporated tho
cosoo. Tho micsionarios weore cwayed dy feollng, occorde
ing to como offiedale, af‘ eorpoooion and syrpothy with
mfforing hueonity to bo dispnecionnte and irporticl sritico
of pany motters coning undoy tholr sbzorvation, According
to tr, Dillingoton, vho wos commicoloned te invootipg aote
into the mottor porconsily the missionaries wore told

$0 koop thodr hendo off matters which wore commoestod

vith the comploz prodlen of land tenure in Chotunngpur,
even though this invelvoed obtaining justico for the
aboriginols: This wag the cleor indication thot tho
Britichers and the londlords were one in plundoring the
tribals. This history ropeatn oven %ﬁay in nony parts

of Chotonagpur, Tho mmmew are ;;am but tho indtgxmns
opproceors are otill ‘Thore. The Government did not do
much o remody tho situstion cxeopt paooing imoffective
lave, Thoy proventod miscionnrios fron dmaiﬂim Justieo
gor tho aborigimale, ond the Jenindoro did  tholr boot

" to vppose thon. |
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Christienity hod boen o means of ndaptation for the
 tribals in the fast chenging situstion, But thic docs not
goen to hold good &n'the 20th conury, particulorly after
the 19508, Thiec 46 so because now thers are pony othor
factors vhich are attributed to se means of adapiation.
 todern educntion, industrialisation, urbanisation ond
modernication are some of the most eignificant foetors
today, Christisnity vhich has got its vital rolo evon
now,; s but one of sueh factors. In the following poges,
wo sholl examine the transformation of tribal identity
brought adout by the above mentioned factors. Though
Christisnity does not oporato An Raonchi disteriet in a
sanner that it did under the earlicot missionaries to win
convorts but &t ¢ of importsnce since ite offcots ore
doep « yooted in tho soclel, pelitical end cultural 2ife
of tho adivesie ovon today.

-The following chnptors are spoecially focusoed on the
post independence poriod, If the lotter hslf of the 19th
contury was known ac the ora of strugglo in arms, tho first
holf of the 20th century could bo tormed as tho ‘era of
momoranda’s Tho third ora which comes in the pecteindependence
period could be named se the *era of politics®, given
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situstion. This wae the 'motif' of unifying the different
pordodsand struggles,

Q:n the firat half of the 20th coentury tho cducgted and
enlightened Christian tridelso took the lemd in orgonising
the converted tribols and mnde them averc of their prevailing
oosloectononlc eonditions, Thoy ereated on opinion in the
poople thot their tribdbo) soclety wvas poor mnd opprocsed,
Unotti Semaj, Kican Sabhn, Cotholic Sabha end Adivoal
ilahaeabha were tho most nu%ataﬁﬁ&mg pociowccononie orgenico-
tions a for the upliftnent of the tridbola, I¢ chould be
rotoed hcfa thot those orgenizations wore led rost of the
tine by the Christian tribdals and for the Chriction tridals,
Advpsl Vohacabha reached ito sonith in 1939 vhen tho tribals
in lekhs marched through tho main ronds of Ranchi orying
out their denonds. The ssme yesr lir. Jaipal Singh, on
Oxford oduonted Hunda tridal, was clooted prosident of the
Adivacio lohasobhe which by this time had iﬂﬂlﬁﬂeﬂ oven the
non-convortod inte its menbership.

Undsr the influence of Christisnity, the traditional
Parhe orgonipation was roplaced by a new model., &ho converted
tridols left the Parha confederascy and entered into the
ootleslastical hierachical structure. The catechiot or the
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Paracharsk, populariy so-called, becane the leandor of the
gonverted tribals, Tho cetechists wore the besdo of villege
churches and pany villogo churchos were orgonized Into o
Parioh or lideoion Stotion with £ Poarich Priest at tho head,
The follewing dlegran givos the idon of social organigation
of the Chrinptiens in torno e¢f oxtonsion

DEAGRAID » X

Papacy
With the Fopeo

Cordinnlate with a
Cardinal

Archdiocone with an
Aveh Bishop

Dearary with a
Dean

Parish with o
Parioh Priont

Village Church
with o Cotochint
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Diagram XIIt+ Church Organiszation in terms of Hieracchys
' The Pope
(Papacy)

ﬁeanary
Parish _

Diasgram III: Parha Organization

r J {
Village Panchayat viii. P, Vili.p,
v v v v v v v v v

V = Village,
VP = Village Panchayat

The structural contrast is obvious from the abeve Alagrams.
Though both the Parha and the Church organigations have
hierarchies but the latier has got double the complexity of
the former., It extends over much wider world than just g

segment as is the case with the Parha organization.
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Duo to the effeats of Christianity the vory physieal
nap of Chotonagpur wos chonged, Dr. Nirmel [in§, tho present
'Bishop of the GEL Chursh in Ranohi wrote, “Bocause of
Christionity the vholo District of Chotanagpur was dotted
with pigsion ctations, churches, schools, sgricultural farms,
dispensaries and hospitols.®l The centre of 1ifo ond
sgtivition chifted from the Sparpa to the Parish. Such a
chenge, though drastie, but grodusl, wac acceptodble to the
trivals becouse this set up helped them to edapt to tho
now conditions. The same author contimued Zurther, "These
physiesl changes in the driba) reglon of Chotanagpur perved
@ on aid to form now visioms and attitudes to 1ife ond it
provided a froch strongth to fooo the chalicﬂga of lifo
around thom®,> | |

?ﬁe sonverted tridale felt proud of belonging to the
ehurch boteuse in this now religion their relotions cut
seresg bloed, racisl and reglonal boundaries end oxtended
t0 the fellowehip of Christisns sll ovor the world, Thelr
lepderg woro dducated and enlightoned, The converted tridale
met overy Sunday when thoy comp for woeokly sorvice ond had
~ the occasion of mooting thelr relatives and othor people
irveppective of coeto. In the Parhe Ponchayat they used to
neet only vhon the noed prose, |

R

1. Minj Firmel, "Troncforming Bffcots of Chriotionity on
| Tribols of Chotanagpur®, in Poosing Scone
in Chotenagpur, Ed, Dosh Shnrmn, p, 18,

2. Ivid.
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| ~ There were o number of né&: organisations in the
church, Ontholie Sobhe, Hahile aangh; Horin liorg, Dario
Samt, Yuvs Songh ete. were found among tho Catholles,
vhile Youth Club end Sunday School Group wors common among
the Lutherans in Ranchi distriot, Every hoad of the family
gnd ovory houssewifo of the fomily was 'do foote' tho

momber of Catholic Sabho and lehilp Sangh rospectivoly.

The Catholle Sabha woo tho Parish sosenbly 1iko the
traditional Parhe Panchayot, In tho monthly mootings
{goneral body mooting) they formed policles, regerding
Idoelon Schomes, Bank Loans, Dhangola (Poddy Bank) ond
doliberated lews conncotod with slmost all mottoro concorned
%0 thom, The Hohile Ssngh, the Haris Darg eng thoe Yuva Ssngh
#loo held their monthly mectings regulerly whero thoy
dissussed mattorn pertaining te them. The pilloge catoohiste
of the villege churches wore tho offioclal roprecontotives

who formed the Parish council with the Parish priest at

tho head.

K« Sahay, a profoscor in the departnmont of Anthroe
pomj?y in Ranchi Univercity, hod made an extenaive otudy of
the offoctso of Christionity on tridal soclety, UVhile he
published hia doctoral thosis with the title, "Undor Tho
Shadow of The Croes® in 1976, there had boen nany more
changes among the Ormons of Cheinpur Block in Ronchi district,
But the mnolysis of tho chureh orpgonipation made by hin de
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significant and the oome structuro prevails oven nﬁw
vith fever modificntions., Just like tho Catholic Sobha,
Sahay pointed out,; wan the Prachorakpon among the
Lutherans,

The missionaries bonically ¢rganized the convertod
tribals after tho marmer of thelir traditionel Parha Panchayet
pystenm, becsuse tho nannor of functioning was the some to
8 lorge oxtont, Dosides, tho nisslonorios did not intend
to dostory the traditionsl village ponchayat. But in
practice the convorted tribalo , ignoring the traditionsl
panchayat, depended moroe and more on the Cathelic Sabha,
In K.N, Sahay'avterm&naiagy this process of chonge io
colled 'Oseillation’s This Smplied thet the individusl
vac shuttling botween <vo valuocs, osclillating his loyslty
betwaen two cholces.”

The nonecorivertod were holding on %o thelir tradi-
tional Parhs Panchsyst snd Hatu (Village) Panchoyaet, unxxi
the introduction of the Statutory panchayet in tho Block
Devolopment Schenoes launched by the Gomernmont in 1956,
Yhonever, the queotion of chanse cane the noneconvertod wore
tho worst affocted for thoy did not have anything to hold on
to, whileo tholr converted eountorparts had Christionity
ond tho Churoh,

L " Ve -

3+ Tho word Omeilloation may be dosoribed oo ¢tho oinultonw
cous obuervonce by tho converts of bolicf and practieco
having Christion and Sarng oloments, which normally
tond to bo cantragé?tnryg {K«Ne Sphay, :
, ‘ 36 D» » -
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Dhumkcuria, on vhioch Sachchidanande has mnde extensive
a%udleag“ gtill romains the primsry inotitution for the
noneconverted tridal youth, In Dhumkuris vhich is termed
‘Gitti Ora’ among the lMundas, the young boys and girls of
the village ere intreoduced. This villoge degnitory for
youth is supervised by an oldorly msn. This sceasion io

" given %o youth %o congregate at tho pooregroupslovel and
pany ales tako this shanco for matowselection. Thoy are
introducoed into tho art of houschold managemont and othor
gustons of socletys This group of youth alab provides ladbour
force for the village vhenever roquired,

Tho contre of socinlisation for the Christion childe
ron are primarily Christian schools, Though 1if¢c of a
ohild begine in the farily ignchild is Instructcd in
Chriation roligion, porale ond customs ot ochooln. From
early ehildhooed he hos 6 lonrn prayers which ore eaid in
the fanily both morning ond ovening, and dotailed religious
inotructiono are given ot aschools, On every Sunday-service
they hear talks and sermone and attend catochism olasses,
In other words, schoole and churches are‘the centras for
goeial, roligioun and moral formotion of Chriotinn youth,

P ' w . Sedprimt

&, Dhumkurin = Youth dornitory in a tribo} village.
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é@ay*a desoription of soclalization irnoyon the
foot that there are many other ¢astes and sﬁaiai croups
in tribal gilleges., Tho villazeo are composod of tridal
08 well o5 nonetridbel families. They intercet ond
assoelate in mony differont ways froguently. In foeot in
pany trival villagaes the cpste Hindus are clected to the
poot of Sarpanch (Head). Tho tribols have lonrnt %o live
and pdjust with any group particularly in tho rurnl areen,

A1l tho four spample villeges token for gtudy by
Sphoy vero homogensus in population and oven roligion,
It L6 quite posoidble thon §n Barwaoy area thoe villoges mootly
have such social composition. But in Biru aond Nagpur oress
the villoges are more hotoregencous in socinl compoocition,
Village Shophali, which Sohoy ctudiod, had predominantly
Ropan Catholic Orsons, vhile the second village Jalpur
wae populsted predopinantly by tho GEL oraons in Raidih
| peiiea stotion, The third villego, Sanwaria, was predomi-
nantly inhabited by Sarna Oraons (non-goenvorted) whiles the
fourth viliage, Bumtel, had @ mixed population of Oraons
belonging to all three religions. All these villoges wore
locoted in Barvay area ehbout 112 nilee on the road on the
wootern fringe of Ranchi distriot, from Ranchi eity.
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Aword’.ng to Sphay, the converted dictinuguishoed
themselves in their mamers, hehaviour and conduet, They
sbateined from nothing dirty or obstens in scremonies and
strictly bormed dirty talke ond cutting disty jJokoo,

Thic was the observation medo by ¢the outhor during his
field work - about fifteon yooro ago from now. OF late,
however, there is a reverse trond obsorvable ameng the
youth. Some of them do not hoesitate €o make obstarne remarks,
Sekes and indulze in heavy drinking and even in highway
robberies, This is true among the youth whe sre little
sducated hence wnemployed ond 1iving in tho suburbs of
Ranchi e¢ity or in the elity Litself, .In py interview with
Father M. Van den Dogaert, who is the prasent Director of
Xavior Institute of Secisl Service, in Ranchi, theso polnts
sre correborsted in a siightly aifferent contoxt. According
to hin thia trend, seemingly of n revelt, it is particularly
narked among the group of students vho have come to towns
end found it 4ifficult %o odjust ¢to the urben culture and
follen victims of idontity crisis. 11, Van den Bogaert
alkssifien the Ronchi tribal cooloty into four cotefiories -
1ine group, the employed gnd woll-nettled, and the middle
¢lass. This phenomenon io soon omong the poor or near
povertye-line group. The people of this scoond category,
particularly the young, oro faccinated by the trinkots of
nodern siviliention, cloths, wntches, shoos, £ilm songe,



96

windoweshopp ing ote, Therc io a crazc arong tho ponle-
educatod youth %o go %o citioo vhich requiroa poney. If
poney Lo not odbtained through carning it haoc got to bo
sequired through devisng naans; Drinking habit 1o
eppalliingly on tho inorease among tribel Chriotion youth,

These obgervations of 1ntest tronds anong tho ynuth'
vho go controry to aoaiai and roliglous injunctions, naodo
by I Van don Bogaert arc monifestations of vidoeeffocts
of drop-oute from schools ond unomployment, Their cconomie

- eendition does not carry them vory far in golng for

furthor studleo, and on the other hand, there are no
rocpeetadle jobo, oncopt manual lebour or othar ontrae
proncurship. Thoy heve time ond potioncs for indulidng
in soclal dovioncos. Bus, at a decper anslyoio, this way
of activity may bo an oocape from facing reaiitics, Thoy
refuse to angege themeelvea in agrioculturo or in oo
othor solf-omployed serioun jobs., According to Nimmel
11in3, thore is a foar of the trival youth deing up~rooted
from village farming boesuse overy oducetod youth 4o
dosiroue of o Job in the urbun contres, Thic problen Lo
srising oo a reoult of podorn cducation indicerininatoly
applicd among 4he trivels.’

A i i . i " _ a i inur _
5. iinJ Nirmal, ®Sovisl Implicetion of Chonging Oraon
Ceonomy™s in Bulletin of Bihar Tribal Rosearch
Inatitute, Vol. IV, fo.2, Sopte 1%2@ rrs 3el5.




-~

The sbove tronds hove adverse offecto on tho tribal
spcioty in goneral, This 18 dhut one ozample of 'eultural
ghoek® preveiling swong pdivasis of Ronchi dietrdct. Thie
 perticuler gategory of population or scelel gyoup, has
nover struck doep rooto, hence, it comes under the catogory
of floating population, Shoy are ceeily ovayed off thelr
faot by the new culturs thoy encounter. Sccondly, thoy
dovalop n spirit of meédlooro mentality, with the rooult
that ﬁany drop out of studles and Yook for easy monoy in
deviant maya; Thio L8 o soéial predlenm smongthe youth of
Ranchi tridbole, but ivonically onough, mueh of the problem
is self-corned, This is, in the long run, a self-offoeing
procosg, besause the coming generation stande a bleak
future of rioing, lot slonc compoting, in soclowoconomic
strondapdo. This may lesd towords solfeoxtingulching of
tribals in the ooeinl end intelloctunl world of poople,

v~ But the seme puthor hao aiaﬁ\puinted out to come
of the n&éatlvc aopecte of Christien ¢ribols® cocinl lives,
Christionity drought tension in perconol, coclal ond
intordenomiefitional aphex‘eﬁ.é

The seed of tension was planted in the very first
stage of conversion, vhen tho first Christien piosionsries

6. Sghoy,s K.N.y "Christionity os a Factor of Tensi

. agd ggnfigei Among the %r,bala of ch@ﬁanagpur”.ofg
Conflict, Toneion and Cultursl Tremd in India,
ed, L.F, Vid;mrthi, 19‘5%
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protooted tho tribals from the elutches of Jonindars and
have provod themgelvos the chuppions of the dewntrodden
and oppresseds But thie icd to tonslions and conilicts

a5 4t was inevilable, ﬁhe’wnrk of %he nission nocecsarily
~ antagoniged tho Hikdu folk, for moot of the Janindars

worc Hindus, Thoy foored that the fyeo exereice of their
doopotisn would bo hompered beceusc of the nissionariecs.
Tht Christiene were more reselutc snd hed more moral
courags to essert their eight than tho noneChristions,

As a recult thoere was B constant tension betweon the two
sroups. In Bihar, vhore poiftios ond sosfoty md cante-
riddon, the spirit of antegonicnm io only oscaleting,
Todoy, there erc no Jamindars Dus in tho burcaueracy,
poelice and courts, the anjority ero Himdus, who contimme
te oppreos the (ribals in rore subtlo, legal and oyotamatio
AENNOrs.

The tenplon wop creatod even bedwooen the comvorted
ond tho nonesonvorted. 7The converted considorcd thelr
noneconvertod countorpaxts oo inforior in coeinl ond
roligious life, In rotury tho nonmmoonvorted hotod the
Christiong. Sahsy hag pointed out Instancos of Chrlotions
going end haroosing the none-convorted. But thic hao got
%o bt wnderotood in g goelisl) ond relationnal bockground,
vhich pnenns thet the peoplo might have token advantage of



- the ooonsion to tske revenge on tholr onemies. The
eonflicting iesue of convorted and none-converted wog
holghtanod in the lato 19605 by tho late Kartik Oroon,
whe was then tho menmbor of Porkismont.

The nonetribale devoloped on attitude of diolike
for tho ehriatiéna vho looked dovn upon the former, S.C.
Roy switen, “"Largo sestionn of aboriginal Chrdistiang
appear to have eonsciously or unconsiously dovelopod o
suporiority complex end hove poretically cut thomsolves
off from the 1ife and soclety of tholir non-Christian tribal
follows"?, The non-convertod also thought that tho
Christions through tholr convorsion hod shandonod
ancostral doliefs and roliglen and thus degraded oy defamed
the ‘good nans' of thelr tridbe.

There wno tension among the Chrigtiane of tho same
denoninations, on the ground of Chrigtisn custons ond
proctice. Theyro voro caset vhon the nowly convortod still
pradoticod tholir old religion. BSuch poople wore cnlled
the *Kaccha' Christiens (lax Christisns). Thoy wore taken
to tack by the good onop with the result that this led to
formntion of groups of tho ovtracized. In the church
ootracisn meant ‘mondli bohor', l.e, out of tho church and
Chriotien Community.

7. Quotod by K.N. Schay - Ibid = p, 280,
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Chriotionity sloo cronted tonpions in familioe,
vhers some of tho family membors wore converted while
others were still noneconvorted, Thore wore divieions
in fomilieos, quarrels ond gonfliots botwoon bBrothors,
porents and childron, At tho individusl level thore
wors conflicts in tho nind of people who'war@:nﬁt\raaliy
convinecod Chriotisns and in nattors of £aith, thoy wavered
botweon the o1d and the now., In timen of sickness pony
wore socn to consult witoh dooctors vhon thelir prayers -
foiled them. Though ons wao & practising Chriotion he
ptill bolievoed irn tho oldor spirits and ovon otoalthily
offered sporifices to then, This cultural prosoos ie
knowm 88 *Osclllotionn’ in K.N. Sshey's gnalyaiﬂ;

~ The decpor annlysis of Christian 1ifo and oulture
mode by K.N. Sghoy in hig book, chows that though outwordly
conversion to thio roliglon lookod smooth and fast, the
real percolation in the intorior sooinl ond culturnl
lives was not vithout confusion, hasords end gven rociote
once. Sohoy hao examinod thic phenomenon along the line
of five culturn) procecsces, vhich in foot 1o the poradign
of the book and hio pothodology« %The sbroviation of this
culturnl procens ie '0SCIR'. Thooe lotters otund for
*0scilliotion’, 'Sdrutiﬂlaatinn’, Conmbination'’, 'Indigeni.
vation' and *Rotroversion®. VUe have alresdy given few
. examplon of the process of Oscillation. Serutinisation is
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dofined as a progecss that leoodo to eﬁ..tms.mtian uf cortain
Sarnp elemonto on the ono hend ond <o the rotention of
sthers on the other, on propor mminy‘ Thio io
gertainly assoclated with the fivet type and 1o sooron
with the sacond gonerotion of tho corverted, Proctice of
*Inddra Benja' (merrisge of novw wells), taboo food, and
such like practices vihich do not contradict the Christien
falth ore retoined ae eocisl customsn, Certaln doliofs
1iko the Bhulo epirit, Biksari, ovil oycew.rhich noy
involive ouportitions nro rationally enpleined away; Theso

are some of tho oramplos of *Scrutiniczotion’ pwaaame

Cuktural Sewtmfmﬁdn io followvod by conbinstion
vhich may dbo d@a@ﬁﬁ&d g6 tho mizxing up or conbining of the
rotained Sarna olononts vASH nowly introduced Christion
oloments. For sxsmple, in times of cioknesc saerifices |
wore offored but now prayers and mpapes sre affered in the
ehurch, Prayers ers recited espeelally for tho blensings
o2 houses, wellp, oattlo ond erops. Tho Christion pricst
hat replaced the OJha {witeh dm#ar) in times of sleknons,
Those are culturel cnmbinat&ma.g

 Cultural Indigenimntion, within tho indigenous frame- |
vork of o partlceulor Scrnn bolief or practico, rofors to the

- N

8y Sshay K.N.; Under the Shodow of the Croes, op.oit,

ps 164,
9, Sohoy, K«N., Undor the Shpdow of the Crons, op,olt,,
| 7 'ppe 16465, T



102

roplocenent of Sorna olepents by Christion oncs, tho two
gonernlly being contradiotory %o cach othor, This procese
ic eimiler to cultursl combinntien, with the only difforcnce
boing thet hore wo note the partisl replocomont of o Sarna
belief or proctice by functionally sinilar Chriotion
eleponto fulfiliing indigomous noeds, Feay of She dovil

io warded off by saored objecto like medole of opinta,
imogos or sacred relies. The sickness is not onpleinod
ovay sny core by 0jhas as tho vork of ovil opiritc tut

thoy are exploined through the Biblo, 10

Cultural Retroversion moy bo deserived oo tho
roovaluation ¢f provicusly olininoted Sarma olomente and
thoir rondaptation aftor necessary modifications to oult
tho ghongoed noode and outlosk of converts. Thio procoas
werks gonorally oftor ono hoo acquirod a congiderable
underotanding of Chrictianity and 4o in g poscition <o
moko ono's volue Judgomonto. oot of tho tribval footivels
ore now adopted inte Chriction liturgicsl syolo. Yermillion
3o applicd at the tino of morricgo on tho bridge end

tho mm;“

Thoze cultural processcs soywved tho theoroticsl end
pothodological cutline for K.N. Sghay and dota wore collissted
to high 1ight the some. Thic otudy of courte, wao dono in

10, Ibid, p, 165,
11, Ibdd. o 167,

S — st
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tha'aarmy siztios, Binco then lots of changos havo come
in Chrictien Church ond worehip., S5ingc thon tho church
hag launched o compalign oll over tho wvorld to pronoy
ftoel?, Sahay hoo oboorvod this now trond and g hae
writton an article, 'Indigenipation of Christionity in
India*, in fon inJndda, Vol. 61, No. 1, lorch 1981,
Tho latest ploture of the Church, portiocularly of $ho
Ronan Cotholle, o glven inm that artiele. The church
in Ronchi Archdiocesc is vexry tuch nov made into tho
Chureh of the place and poople. Phillp Ekka hoo
contributed o lot to indigonising the tribal church in
Ronchi Archdioteme:. But beforo giving the dotoilo of the
indlgenivation procens of the shurch in Ranehi, it in
neceseary to underntand the roasons vhish mode such
chenges imporative. |

Sphay hev steted 4n his articlo, "Tho Christions
felt on urge o reevalunto, to ro-sdapi, or to *go back’
to many of the indigoenouo Indian Cultural Trodiotionn
which they had cariicr olfminated or abandonaﬂ.“ia The
roncons wore that thore vas an nood of detltor undopotonding
#f Chriotionity ond ito wider implicotion ond thoy cought
now intorprotetion of como or poot of tholr non<Chylaotian

boliofs and practicos, ones obandoned. The sceersd Votioon

12, BSahoy, ‘Indigonigation of Chedstianity in
‘ Indin®, in Lien in India, Vol, 61,
NG.I; i-}ﬁmh 1981& ph 171 :
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Councili géfﬁama strongly roconnendod to incorpornto
olenents of local culturs as much ag possible into
Church«life., Thoreforo, the word 'Indigonisation’ is
proforred to *Indianigation®,

Pricsts | 6,500 _ 52000
Nung 20,4000 | 17,000
Aroh Blohons . 16 i3
Dioaane {(aron) 50=(with Indian Bichops) 30
o | ) — —

Source ¢ Sohoy, KeNeo Ibid, ps 20.

Brothorse ?8
Nung 8h1

Sourcer Ve Rooner, Tho Ranehi Archdlocesc, 1979.

The rotio of tho Indion pricots io iy (foroigner).
Acong tho Protestonto thero are 5000 oxdnined pootors and
clergy nen vho are Indion, but thore are 3,500, vho are
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e

foroigrers. The church in ite ainm and orientation io
Indian and hos achioved Indian status end autonomy.

*The missionary sim was no longer to be the sproad of
missions and miesionaries, but tho planting of the
Church. Ko longer were the missionarios to be in aboolute
control of the Indian Churoh,*i3 | |

The Ranchi Archdiocese hag approved the sondoptow
tion of a number of Indigonous tridal festivalp like the
Phogu, Sarhul, Dhenbuni, Hariheri, Kadletn, Korms, Nowakhand,
Sohrai, Khelihanl ond Haghe aftoyr tho podificotions to

sult¢ tho Chriotian boliofs and needs, TFhoe Cotholico have
adopted, for instanco, tho naglonl disgran of Sorhul as

o motif of the ritunl dress donned by priesto at the time

of nags sorvices The chief ploncer on this lino of adapts-
tion of tribsl fessts, oultursl symbols and practices,

Father Philip Exke, opoarwheadod the movement. In the
introduction of his telk given by hinm ot the 1967 [issionary
Hooting at Archbishop’c Houso Ranchi, he cnid “Bhe (the
Churoh) hag tobe Cotholic (}.0. universal) ond alse ot

horio in particulor cultures. Religion.haa to bo pade relevant
in the personal, vooatlional and soclel 1ife of our poople.
Thers ought to do no dichotony betweon tholr evoryday dife
and their raligloun practicen,

S n ” — P

13. Ibid, p. 22 (Quoted from Buago)1965s3h).
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"he bésic cutlaok of our poople 1o vory slemplo,
They arv ngriculturists, children of tho ploner setilers
of the country. ian@ iz tholr prentest assets Chlldren,
crope ond eatile arc their post prised dlessings, for
with the holp of these thoy sre ascured of tha conltinuge
tion and happinese of thelr family, clon and $ride, hile
thoy neimowledge God (Singhongn, Dharamos) as the Supreme
Boing end invoke Hin ot evory aritical phase of ﬁheir 1ifo,
they alse propitiatc minor mpirita in an nttampt to solve
the problons ofsuffering. Thelr nnmns) fegste nre intimately
comestod with 2ho ammunl sgricultural cycio.”ia Thoologl-~
¢511ly theoo feasts ore imdigeniszed, They hove sot up o
group of peraonnel vho are 4he study Roglonnl Theoloay.
This is gh‘u%tampf ot all-Indis lovel, by vhich dhoy hope
to produce theology of rogional religionn in Indin, The
throe moct importont monments 4n an individunlo' 1ifo are
hiz birth, merrisge and doathecumeburial, These coremonien
ore ox-teneively ohristianised,

In the ond of tho cane 2alk Fhilp Ehka wanto to disopel
the poseible feors from the ninds of people. therefore, he
coneludes, "Wo need hovo no Leor thot theco andaptotions will
lond to ethroeontriclion end Adiveol exclusivenoces, teesupo

1%, “Catholic Adoptotion of Adivasi Customs®, Talk
given at the 1967, liicolonary locting at Arohbishop's
House Ranchi, (for private cireulation), ». .
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pony of thooo foneto nre slroady borrowings ond adoptoe
tions of the fceogts or our seni-Hindulsed nsighbours,
Ouy Christion adaptations of these feaots aro curo %o
attraot mony moro Hindus than our purely Westornizod
foastn. Nor nood we fear to bo outmeded, Vo hovo not
missed the bhus, The revival of the Adivesi fostlivals
1o av very 1ive isouo todoy® 19

The woxrd 'Rotroversion’ uced by Schay te‘daaeribe
onsetly this now process, in his earlier vork, gounds
vory nogetive, Inmdtcad tho new torm ‘Adaptotion’® op
‘Indigenization' &8 more positive. The word 'Rotroversion'
donotas reversel in the archaoich, vhich perhaps oo moant
by tho suther, But tho torms “Adaptativo’ aond *Ipdigeniso-
tion? denoto ronewsl and onrichment, No doubt, whoy
Schoy jumps to a superficial conclusions as o rooult of
thie propecs, “As cuch, Chrictianity, in courso of time,
gpoelaily with chango of genorotion, is noot 1ikoly to be
trested by the common Indion maeses (non-Christions) at
por with Rinduisn, Somo Chrictisns might feol approhensive
but still thinge seem inoclined toc move in thio dlwaation.”‘é
His second condlusion which ceenms more 1ikely to be acceptabdble
io, “The way in which thoy rotrovorsion and indigenization

15. Ibld, p. 11,

36, Sahay, KN o "Indigenigetion of Chriotianity
in Indin, op. cit. p« 34,




108

it vorking, and oxpoctod to do intenslified, indicaten
that thore would be a gradual goftonding of tho attitude
of Indian nossos towords Ghriﬁtiantﬁy“.i7

The £irot concluslion of Sahey, thot Christienity io
post likely %o be troated by common Indion mosees at per
with Hinduion lnplien two things. The first %o thot
Christianity is o religion of lower status compared to
Hindulan, &herafbré. cﬁriatiﬁnity wne, a8 if,; in noed of
A riaing‘higher to somo ctandard roligion. How many would
ogree with this vievspoint is open te qaestian, The
socond Smplication is that the suthor unconoeiously ceens
$o deag tribal roliglen snd tribvals to accept Hindulon,
No doubt, that in history, cortain sootions of Lundne,
9ar¢1¢uiar1y in Tamor ond Bundu ayons in Rahéhi district,
_ have baan'ﬂinduizadkay the Valghnava saints. It would de
incorrect to ssoume, thorefore, that tho tyibals aro bost
eutted for Hinduldo, |

An plternptive position {tokon by Van Exon o thot
tridals arc closest to Chriﬂtiana¢za He arriven at the
eonclusion that given thoe noture of tribal boliefs in

Singbonge and Dharmon, the logser spirits and the ancestors' '

17. Ibid, p. 3b,

18. Von Exom 4., Tribda) Roligion at ¢tho Crono Road,
op.cit. Rof. alpo by tho samo author
"Early Evongelisation in Chotonogpup®,
in Indian lissiologicnl “Reviow, Vol.i,
No. b4 1979, pps 350 £%,
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opirits, tho tribal religious doliof (Sorna Religion) is
contiguous with Chriotionity and the latter Lo tho intere
fordzation of the formor. In his studien ho diseovers
lotn of similarition betwoon Christion falth gnd tho tribal
Sprno bellef. Socially or soclologlcslly spenking, he
oontonds, the tribols would not sccept Hindulen boosuse it
involves ceste pycton unknown €0 the tridvsls, If over
they do so, they would b2 ¢consldered the low caste or
untouchables, implying %haf ﬁhéy‘wnald be placed in thoe
lower rungs of the cante hisorarchy,

'Aébtnia'yninﬁ.'what is of importonce 1o not tho
guootion of ono rellgion ha&ng’cioser to tho Snrne religion
that than the other, but to ask vhether the Adivasi Sarna
religion is yr@pareﬁ-to remain intact from tho oxternal .
influencen, or in the situstions it is roady td adapt
1tself to the ohanging conditions in ordor ¢4 dovelop an
gutononous idenfi%y; not unduly influenced by othor religions.
Is there such a poosibility?

| Anothor important factor vhish brought about tremende
‘ous changes in tho secial ond cconopic lives of tridols in
Ranchi district wao the spread of cducation, [lodorn
cducation changod tho face of Ronchi district, by ensdling
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people %o copo with the ohanging situstions bocauso 0
induptrislisntion and sodernisation. It wan sharacteriotic
#f o misoion stotion in Renchi dlstriet that tho schools
had to open along with it vhere tridols flockoed for oducote
tion, Leter on, thore wore pony privote as woll ps govern.
pont and Adim Jotl Sows Handnl schools opencd in tho preas
vhich mado many odmicsions possivle,

Total Peopulation Litornte

tiunda 865,003 | 69,225
Oraon 564,774 77302
Kharia 954956 13&?@5

Soureos Lundn = Renthi daosetteor, The Mundas, 1970,

Orgon = Cenpug of Indlo, 1961, Vol, IV, Bihor,
Ported, P XV, 70 & 88,

Kharis= Consus of India, 1964, aloco in Ranchi
Gasotteoy 1970, p. 118,
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potay . Illiterete ___ Literate
Fop. ou F T 7

nunda 521,062 123,282 236,796 64,990 26,067
Oraon 645,598 232,955 287,517 67,71k 37,44
Khasda 115,116 39943 51,530 15,672 7.974

L

Sources Concus of India, Bihar, 1971,

n om r FOTALL POP.
Iiterate 753,615 763,083 1,516,608
Titornte : 189,909 76,487 266,056

Sourcos Cenoug of Indla, Bilhar, 1971.

12 we deduct the total tribal 1itorstes, (239,878), from
the totsl of genoras) iiterste in Ronchi dietriet (266,056), the
nen~tribal literate nunber comes to bo 86,226, FPron ¢hin we
are lod to conclude thot the maejlority of theliterotes in tho
diotrict in 1971 wero the tribvals (adivaoin). Sho porcontage of
1itersoy of general population of Indis according to 1951, 1961
and 1971 Censuses wore, 16,63, 29,45% and 36,178 respectively.
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Tho trdbsl of Ronchi distriot hee a oconsidorably blg
poreontage of 1itersty in tho persentege of Chotanngpur
divioien hod got the higher percentage of llterscy thon
FKorth Biher. Fron the ahave'ftgnras thic Lo obviows

that the lltornoy is on tho inarease among the edivasio of
Ranchi district, The following figures give tho nunbor of
such inctitutions with tho number of ctudents,

-

Institutions Total No, of Ezrnﬁaiaélisumu.»...*Eﬁmeﬂaihnlln_.
L Studento ye Girlc  Boyn Girle

pricory 23,826 11,642 8819 8762 460-

Sohaoly (385) 32 ’ 3

ma?%g)smom 40,718 11,688 9337 12,563 6930

H, Sehoolo (77) 26,945 7267 = 55735 po76 5019

Souree:  Amnusl Returns, Arch Dioceso of Ranchi, 1980. There

- ave four (4) gredunte Cathollic run collonon ord two(2)

run by tho GEL miocsoion, ngée ore 2475 1291 Boye and
o8l gztial, Cotholie studidy otudying in Cotholic
and non-Catholic collogen,

Beeldaé tho Chriotisns studying iu the'mieaianamy inotitu-
tions, there oro ethors vho nleo oitond tho non-ricolonary
sehooln. In totol thers are 6002 such boys and girls of vhom
32538 ere in Primory schools, 863 uiddle sehools and 618 in tho

Hiah Schools,
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From the gbove figures we £ind that tho majordty of
tho Cotholios go to mimeionary sohools and all these are
adivanis, Hajority of tho non~Catholie boys and glris ore
odivants, This ip 56 pootly in the rural besed sochodls,

In the urban dbogeed schools which are fewer inn number, the
non-adivasio have o bigger percentage in some of them. In
others the percontage of non-tribsls in the schools would

bo 1ittloc nore then 505, In the Christiaon eolloges on an
avorngo, 60 to 653 are tho sdivaeis, In tho fbl}ﬁﬂing table,
wo have the figures of Christisn tribais gnd norwChriction
tridale ot the HHigh school lovel, singe we do not have the

dotn for tho othors,

Chriotinn Tridala Non«Christian Tribalwe Total of
Boys 4669 1138
Girls 3961 . Lol
Total= 8650 1632 o 105282
, 7 _ — _ , ot

Sources Annusl Report of Cothollc Sochools, Tho District
Director of Educotion, 0ffice, Gram Guru, 1980,

Tho goneral total ptudents 6f the 44 schoolo were 14623,
fhoreforo, if wo deduot the numbor of tridale (Christion and
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nﬁmnﬁhriatiaﬂﬂ) thézﬁﬁher nonetribal studonts axo 4341 only,
Thic moons thot the aversgo ratic of the tribal studonte
with tho none-tribals in 10:4, Similarly, the average ratio
of the Christian tribele to the nonsChristisn tribale is
811, This leads us to conclude that the numbsr of odueated
are more among tho Chrictian tribdals, Furthor the fomale
litoraey is higher among the Chriction tribals than the none
Christions, At the lowor stages, namoly: primary ond the
114d2e, the nunbers are higher both for boys ond girle,
but the number of girls perticulariy of the non-Christion
deercases very sharply, Tho non~Christions do not go for
fomnlo eanuatlcn but are married aff before they roach the
higha sehools,

At tho college 1levol, tho ploture is different, Accord.
ing to the Annual Returns, 1980, the mumber of Catholic hboys
ond girlis studying at verioug colleges was 1491 and 984
rogpectively. Thic could bo comparced with tho total mumber
of High School boyso and girlo which vas 4669 ang 3982,
Obviously the number goos down for both boys amd giriec at
the tollege lovel., The girio, particulnriy., profor to go for
training in temching, nursing, sewing ote. Thoy do not go

in larger nunbors for highor studles, Tho boys nlsp pgo for
"ﬂﬁﬂlﬁiﬁﬁg tonchor's training, technical training and agricule
tural training,
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Tho dota alse indicate thet the convorted tribdals

" have chown much higher percentage in eddoation which gocs
to prove vhy they have progrossed much rore mg»xmm
overy sphere of 1ife, O©f the thres tribal groups the
Orsons soomd o be the most progroseive sinee thoy go

for highor sducntion in lorger riﬁmbez-s. Thoy show the
greatent degrse of flexidillity end adaptability, This

is corraborsted from the statoments of i, Narayanii,

one of the protagenists of tribal welfare through the
government agoney, The Addm Jotl Seva Nandai. "The
Oraons are educationeorifonted. Uthonover, a school s
oponod, it is £41%ed with Uraon boys and girls. Hony
Oraons ombraced Chrietionity, 'mﬁmaﬂ they could nss
odusate their children othervise. They are making rapid
progrese both in olementary edugct fon ond higher clucation,
Tho British Governmont entrueted this work to the nissions
nrice in Chutanagpur ond gavo them lorge gram:fs".w The
gane author rocorded that emong womon tho Christions

vers tho firot ones to be educataﬂ; In 1956 vhile not
ovon one porcent of tho womon in tho vwhole of Bihaor was
oducated thore woero as high os 99 of Chedotlan women
otucated,®®, About tho mumbor of schoole he has aiven
thooe figures, *In 1950 sgain thema wore 10.690 Oraons

.

19. Narayanji, “Gmon, [luenda and Hu“, in “ﬂ.hﬂa of
Indla, Published by Bhartya Adimjeti
Sevnl Sm‘lﬁh; 1950& Ps 3? »
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in‘alaman$ary‘sgﬁaélag 500 in the High Schoolsopy 38 boyn

in differont collogos, Thero was an Urbon Doputy Mngistrote,
ono lavyer, one Engincor, 285 Chrictlian Uraon graduates,

2 Uraon girle in collegen, 35 Ureon girls in High SchoolenZt
Bosideo, thoro weprs outstanding figuron among Uraons like,
Saheb Bandi Rom Ursmon, Theble Ursom, Cheotan Ram, Sulira

Urgon, ond Antu Bhogat, '

Racantly, Sita Tﬁppo haa pub&iaheﬁ 8 hnnk: Emngmggg

tional Oraon Institutiun. Dhumlturda, for cdusation,
That'was the only ingtitution in tribal socicty for
odusntion and socialization o€ Graon youth, Bubt gradually
this Dhumkuris woo mede obsolote with the arrival of modern

Vootorn eyoton of formal edugation,

There sra constitutional provieionn for tho ¢ribal
wolfare and eduention. Articlo &6 of tho Conotitution
 imys dovn that, “The state shell promste with speedsl
core the educational and economic intoreots of the weeker
peotions of the peoplo and in particuler of tho Scheduled
Castos and Scheduled Teibhes and sholl protoct them from
cocinl 1n5ustiéa and a)l forms of expleitation, to implement
thooo directivo principles in Article 46, suitable provisions
have boon nade in the £i£ih end sixth schedulod of the

21, Ibid. p. 38,
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Constitution”, Accordingly, Consolidate Fund of India
gives grants inenld o provided 3nh&zticia 275'n£ tho
Conotitution, In 0l) fivo yoor pluns the tribal aroas
wore glven sufficiont ald eut of this fund, Tho
programmes drawn up included « apaistonce at aoll otapes
of e¢dusation, froechips, stipondn, hestel faoollities,
booko, stationery grants, midedoy wosls, uniforme, grants
of scholarships for tochnieal training lend reolomsiion,
irrigation, supply of seods, manuren, implomentes. o0te,
Tho govornment aloo has ndvanced Overseas Scholership and
botweon 196165 thore were 41 Scheduled Tribwe fron various
part of Indis who obtained fellowship, In tho 3rd Seyear
plan 1.022 miilion and 1,718 nililon ohildrom belonging
to S. costen end 5, Tridern wore glven Poot Hetrie Scholarships.
In 1968-60, 145,000 corohing oentres were opuned for the
oxanination in UPSC and #irst ¢losp Subordinoto Services,
In the fourth plan, Ro. 11 ororss wers providod for poste
antric scholorships.

™he suthor madé 6 study of 450 Cpraon Studento in
23 difforent schools, Ton of which wvopo ohriotion missionary
sochools, 13, Adinjeti Sewa Handaly 12 were located in urban
aroas and 1 in the rural, Thhro wore five boys' schools,
poven girls' schools and 1 co-edusation. 250 students
wore from tho ldocionary schoolo and 200 from tho Adimjati
Sovn Nandel, 60 atudents were urban and 190 wore rural.
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8,450 o Chrlstion otudente » %o got jobdbn
B% = Christisn studonts =  Potternment of ﬁ%anﬁard
of living.
37.55% = N.Co Studants ‘ =  Bottornment of standard
of 1iving,
35% - ﬁ;C. Students - = %o get Jobse

Sourne:s Téppe sita ﬁ;namiae of Eduaaﬁianal deQIOpmanﬁ
" in Tribalp India, p. 169=170,

The differenco of &5 and 37% betvweon Christion
ordd ronechristian shevs the Chrictianc have alroady high
etandard of living vhile the non-Christiens erave Lor it.
There is & smallor norginal difforenec botwoon the attitudes
rogarding job. Tho follewing ¢able gives the iden about
tholr cholee of 1ife botwoon urban and rural arosy,

JARLE Db.8

Total No. of Chriotisn Studente (250). 0f tho nonechristiens 200
Profer rursl 14fo 115(863) « 81 {40.53)
Pr&f or urban 1ife 135§5a%) - $19 (59%3

M:‘.:“

?etﬁi Ho.of Rural ttuﬁenﬁs Total No.of Urbdapn Studonts
(1190) {26¢) :

Profor rural 14£0 - 117(61.575) 75{ 30, 385)
Profer urbon 1ifce 73(38.43%) 1801(69,625)

P ' - . WP : ——

Sourcer Ibid; pps 171172,
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Both tho ptudonto with 545 ond 59,55 who profor urbon
14f6 havo on attraction for urban centron, But thope ptudy-
ing inr yrurs) eross (61.5%) porfer rural 1470 %o urbaly and
thoue ntudying in urban arcon (69.,6%) profer wrdaon 1ife to
rurol, A1l thic show thoir contonment with thokr own habitot,
Tho greot majority of tenchors (wanging frop 637 « 1008)
exprogoed that the Oroon studonts have modiun intolligence.

In the yeer 1970 ond 1971 the total tridal students
vhe cppesyred foxr BeAs/B.Sc, Finnl examinagtions in the Ronchi
diotrict college, Ronchi, woo only 1873, which eamo down to
145 in 1972, Evon if ono addn the nunbor of schoduled
saotos,; which s omly 1/10 of the trivals it would atill
be too low, According to tho Univercity Ordinaonco No. IV(26)
1t should bo 305, Nirnnl Hind obfectcd to thio nonetribal
dominsmeo in the Ronchi eolloge. His opinion wac that in
tribal sren t here would do reporvationo for the nonetridal
students thon otherwice., But vhon 1t comen to results the
tribals falr poorly. The following data worc obtained from
the CroogeLiot of Arto, Seionce ond Commoreo of the year
19711972 showingthe rosultno,

Pre,l, Arts 7 Nen-tribols
' _ 61% Other tribals
555% The Oracns
Pra, U, Bo. 605 Hmﬁrﬂ.’b&lu
3653 Other tribalo
333 | The Oraonsg
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ZABLE L1080 (Contd,)

‘ﬁ Pﬁrégggégﬁ”éfsna&eé%fmi %
Xedo gz Nonetribalo
765 Ax1 Teibois
A L - o o ————

Soureo s+  Ibid, p. 172,

The above table shews that tho manimunf failures wore
fron opong the Orapons end other tribsls, Site Toppo has
givon cone leogitimate reasons for such fallure of which
tho illiternoy of paronto and aboonee of tutors ere importe
ant, “Hoot Oraon studente comoe from "Ashren Schosio®
panaged by Adimjeti Sova Nandal ond other viliage schools
 whoro toaching 18 not upto that standerd which 49 ottained
by tho sehooln of Ronohi tovn vhore montly tho non-tribdbal
ptudonto gtuﬂg”.23 This chown nlco thot Adinjnti Sove
liandal Schooloy meant cpecifically for the tridals, do the
pogt hary to the sanmo,

Becsuse of tho education joint fanmlly otructurally was
lopp suited and enterod into orisis, Tho young wore more
gduented mnd thic orented o conflliet in tho outhority role

- o M o —_— " o e

22, Toppup Sita, Dynanlcs of Educotionnl Developnent in
Tribalg Indio, Ps 223,

23, The come things wepe oleo obsorvoed by L.P. Vidyarthi
Socio~Cultursl Implications of Indugtriniizotion in
Indla, 1970, Tho otudy by ReBs Lallp “ﬁﬂcial Change
Among Urban Oraons® publiched in the Bullotin of Bihar
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of the familyehoad, Bdueated wivoo oxhibited mere indepons
dence in houne<hold mattors. Traditionol outhority end
rolo-oxpoctotions wore affec%mﬁgzz Uith the ¢harngo in
Joint fenlly syotem and kinohip reintionsc, the tradaitionnl
custono of comoporation in timen of intemoiCiod agriculte
urol operationo « planting, wecding, hervesting... ote.
customary vicite %o kinsman, and tridsl oolidarity voro
1oot to o grogt oxtent. The spirit of Srinsl commumoliom
and togethhrnoss were converted inte individunliem, Tho
young gencration olighted the trndiaﬁienai‘autherity¢

1.P. Vidyarthi wrote, "Urban-bred chilron oro cophicticated,
frequently more litorate and have groster nnotory of the
nov urbtan environment than thelyr pardnto. Tho paronts hoth
among the convorsd ond none-convorted teibaln froquemtly

adpit their inability to Gesy with their childron®,2”

~ With regerd to drostes and ornomento tho odvoated
girls diceerd them as primitive ond orthedox. The practics
of tattolng their 1imbs io sltogother cutmoded smong those
girio, Thh charpsteristie fostureos of sdaptobility and
flozibility erong the tribolo are romarkadlo. thilc they
eling to tholxr original ldentity Shoy also have tho desive
and capocity of odapting to chanping eituatione,

23, Trivol Remeoreh Inctitute, Yol., V., flo.i, Uarch
1963: PPe 33 ££. rovenloed the como frot),

2b, Vidymrthi L.P., Socio-Culturnl Implicationo of
Ingugtrialisption in India, 1970.
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These throe factors ara clessly roloted 4o ﬁaaybﬁharu
Industrialigationl leads to urbanisation and these twe
faotore conpoquently account for modermigation. The tribals
were cent percent agriculturists and are prideninontly o
ovon now. They dwolt in mudewalled, tlloe-roofed hougos in
the villages., Todny they hovo come in contact with the
nodorn world which has doeply inflvenced then.

Industries have greatly transforned tho sceial ond
osomemie 1ife of tho tribels, The Heavy Enginsoring Corporae
tion ot Hotin in Rﬁﬂ&hi, Tharmai Flants et Potrotu and Bokaro,
Steol Plants ot Janmshodpur and Bokaro aro She Clant Plants
ontablished in the tridal reglons ef Chotonngpur, In and
around Ranchi eity, there aro several industriec. Theo
optablichment of HEC at Hatia, N,C.DsCe of Ranchl, soveral
nediun seale industriocs ouch éﬁ Srirem Bal) Doaring Ltd,,
High Tenoion Ingulotor Footory. Unha Naortin Black Ulirceropos
Ltd, are oll in the vicinity of Ranchi. Usheliartin Blaeh
Bnt the lorgeot coenlo changoes hove cono about boeouse of the
HEC ot Hatis, L«P. Vidyarthi has gmode a otudy of Hutle
Inguatry with tho holp of o toam commipsioned for the purpose.
The puhlished r@pcrt wats in forp of o boolr titled, “Soclg-
‘ Sponsored by Rosoareh Programme
aommlceae; Plaﬁning Cammiﬂaion, Govornpont of India, New
Delhi, 1970.
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The greon of Chotenagpur come undey thoe polluting
dunts and opoltos with the discovery of cosleninos of Jhords,
Bokaro, Karanpur in Dhanbtad in 1856 aond the ocotablionment
of TISCO Plant ot Janshodpur in 1907. %heoe twin industrien
noykzed the dbogirming of lorge seals explotation of pinerals
and othor industriol rescurces of Choetanagpur. Ronchi has
got the HEC in its hoart. Thio induetyia) complox is
extondod ﬁver‘9,20ﬂ'a¢raﬂ'includﬁng 12 viliagoo,aport from
cutting nerono certoin portions of 16 other villogos. The
factory sros nlono ic built on about 1,900 acrop covering
four villsgos (Dmirvm, Lotma, Sotronii ond portion of Hatias),
Tho towmohip of Jognoth ooouplon 5,600 aoren covering ton
villoges:. Inopite of all this tridbals wers otil) ldving
thoir traditionnl ond primitive lives, “Eneept tho
pisolonnrieon, no other asgenolon tould holp the tribple
much %o comeout of the dark olimate of peverty, illitoracy
ond poor living nenﬂitlﬁnagzs

The purposs of oponing the HEC vap that tho Goevornnment
of Indla and tho Blhar Governnent supported tho view that
pince tho land wes not fortile onough too y&a!ﬂAaubaiatence
lavol crop for tho local tribals, they would 1live on worlte
ing for wages in the fﬁaﬁﬁrw. Bosides, this would make them
come into contaot with the oducated and advanced groupe
of people which would nake thon conoblous of pelf-dovolopnent
in rospect of coomemie, social, eduontionnl and nloo
poychologleal stotus.

Qs - L f) Vo
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Throo villapges word displacod for the factory proper.
Ton villagoo vore disploocd to bulld wp towmehip nffeot.
ing 1620 fonmilicn. Twelvo villogoo vore dimgplaoeed To
pake reilvay and dam donctructions. In all tho HEC,
Hotia conts

Totol no, of villogon affected - 25
Total no. of fonilien affoctod - 2198
Qarial population nffoctod - 123990
Totsl oren soquired - 9,200 agres
Totel no, of arm acquired foy '
rohobiiitation = 34552 oorés

How pany wore sbaorbed in the Lfoetory? Tho bulk of
trivals wont for unokillod lobour. In 1963, the fotal
munbor of induptrial workors wno 28232 of which 12,003 wore
skilled workers ond 16,229 were unskilied, Onc ¢om inmagine
the tpibale vhe must hove £illed tho 1ists o2 unokiliod
lobourors, In 1965 <he mmwx‘ of cmployees in Rognlor
Tenporary and Rogelnr Dustor Role was 5566 o2 which 706
wore tridvals; tho root 4260 wore non-tridalo, Thio was
one of the instances of defeating tho purpose of oponing
HEC in the tridal belt., Out of 706 workers tho unckilled
wore 409, Qut of the totnl tribal working foree, 57.9%
wore unokilled and on Ructer Roll. UVhereas in the case
of nonwtribalo only 30.25 wore unckilled and on lustey ©
Roil. On tho first of lipy 1965 thore were 208 Scheduled
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- Conton and 605 Schoduled Triboo raaruitmanta7§$ videh only
659 wope from among tho displaced. Tho lion's ghare of
Jobs wont to the immigrants vho orowded Hotia,

Stote Nosof No,of Ko. of No. of  Aversge Sise
lelop Ponnle  persons Famn&w oﬁ' £ uea

ReBihor 38 222 5ho 26?( 52%) 3.2

.Bemgal 65 50 s e 2,9

U.P, 43 B 85 200648 b2

Korala 36 1 50 70(6:15) 2.5

Soureo 1 Vidyuﬂﬁhig 19?&: O @iﬁ.¢ Pa axa.
Thero wore ntill othor statoo bdbut only tho noot
natataudiﬁg enes were enliotod.

In the midet of dloplecenont anﬁ fovoriah offorts to
rehabilitats the tribals, tho undas and Oraons, proved
thelr copacity of ndjustnont, Some of tho fanllion vore ree
hobilitated while othoyrs otusk on o tho place and opened
shopn, cyels repoairs, toiloydng schopn, hotels, cloth chops,
flover nillg..sot0, ond otorted living all over apein,
Tholy life-otandard wac improved, bocaune of tho incroace
in their por capite income,
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Ornons 150 162 2y 223
- Kunds 124 140 216 227

The fortile land of tribalo wap cenverted into an
 industry, Tho tribals were off sot complotely becaune nll
those glant Industerigl Plonta wore for them unhcord of. Thore

were radlosl changee ag o conasguence,

The chorseteristie homngoncoun population of tridals
war chenged inte hoterogeneous énﬁ.a6 TThe flux of floating
populntion, mostly lobourors; orowded the factory oreas,
Truck ownora, contracters, tradersn, mopchants found aocommoe
dotione in the suburb villages. Idono ond idoals, language
and populstion, food habito and dross, fooial ond roligious
outiock, and for that mattéyr the ontire way of 1ife vore

charcoterizsed with dotorogonelity,

. Thore wag o ro@lon) chenge in ldadership., Troditionasl
panchayat systen waso replaced by political and lobour union
loadore, svince the nature ofproblens woo induntrin) and individual

AT e " vt sty o -

26. Inid, pp. 1h2-143,
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os agabnot agrarisn and communal, With the inoreace in
edusotion and political consolousncss and contoote with
the cutsids world, the very foundation of tho traditionsl
foadorship woe chakon, The tradictional eulturnl oystoms
gnd socinl significance lost thelr functions and mosning,
The Oracng gnd the undas entercd into accompotitive
vorld so far unknowvn to them. The tradlational gpirit of
mutual cowoperation wns gonverted into olbowing ond
corpotition, because there wos no gquostion of any hereditary
votupation in the induatrisl wordd. Inetend, technicel,
end nencgerisl okilllo end division of labour crontcd nmore
éﬁpomiﬁea for the individuals to choose tho type of
work one wos suited to, '

| The position of wohen wap roloed bessuce thers wore
working wivas to odd to the family incone. Thore were 1b,25
wvorking wiven su glvem in the omway 0o agoingt 9.3%50 earlier,
Consequently, omoller famllites were proforred as ngalnst
big onos vhore overy howd wes a help, Now overy hond which
vos net ekilled was e 1lebility in the fomily. Ao roforred
to eariier, there woo o confliot regording Seaditionsl
authority. Singe ponoy-tconony was given Lmportonsce,
this ﬁaa the eriteris of suthority., Agriculturnl coonomy
wos now supplononted by Jobs in the factory and through
self~amployment in shops, grocories, saloons, tailoring
chops,..ete. lligration ofmostiy wen in the irdustrinl
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aress osused perponal etraing, stress, samdisparﬁ.ﬁr,
which led to mony ovils 1liko, murder, nlcoholism,
prontitution ete,

Lany peoople wore not givon works with the rooult
that the aumbor of unempleyed increased, 7This was ono of
tho z-aasané vhy thero wmo otill o strong protost against
the installaticn of HHatin, HEC. Peoplo from tho affeotod
villages axpected Jobs dut tholr hopos vore bHolled.

Moot of tho villagers exprensed the opinion Chot tho
installotion of foctory hoé boon more benoficinl to tho
outoiders and moye hazerdous to the looal peoplo. In
Hatia viilnge there were 712 Hindus epployed in tho HEC
while only 348 tribalo, of vhon mostly joined panual
ladour, It is impuﬁant o note thot nelithor the Governe
ment ner the Corporntion any time, did anything <o ¢pen
tochnienl controg £for troining the locel poople. Coll
omvedt studiod the Stesl workor -pdivasnis, in Bolkoro,
Acoording to hor analysio, the fLaotories hove orcated
rieh and poor classen of manogers and workoyt., “Poverty
~ Jurta posod with wealth, bookward ronolectrificed villsgeo
Junte pored vith huge Stood Cprporntion Complilittessswan
11)itorato and resontful) tribal populotion umable often
%o oven understand the lanpuoge of Bengold, South India,
Biheri, ond Buninescmen vho zvo the ruling olite of the
regian%z?

27. Gpil Omvodt, "Stool Verkors Comtrpot Lobeurers
and Addvasis”, in E.P.V, Vol, XVI,
Fo, 30, 25 July 1981, p. 1227,
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Industriclisation lod to Urbanipation, In his
article on the Pasning Scone in thtanégpur-b;?. Vidyarthi
weote, "The Lcolstedfdrocted end hilly bdolt with ayaice
and pattered folk population became integraoted with the
world norket and thooo nevly developed urban contron (ao
thyerewns groat flux ot‘pépuzatiﬁn in %ha'rﬁﬁpcntive
districts), lod to the grovth and developmont of sotellite
urban arca with cpecialicod fundations of trancport,
conmerce und pdministration., Thio lod to the induotrial
urbanization in Chotenogpury28 Qha~ﬂg§n populntion
in 1881 in Indin wae O.l55, 8,1% &n Bihar and in Chotanngpur
it wno evon loms, According to 1971 censug tho percentsge
of urbtan population was 18.9 in Chotansgpur op sgeinst
10,08 in Bihar.

In Ranchi district, the 1netaaaa in pereontnge of
urbon population in tho throe desennialo wore 62,5259,
61.925% end 76.26% in 1951, 1961 and 197% roopoctivoly,
Gbviously tthore wns on increaso in thé urban oigration
T ho ruynl populstion wao the pomo an boforc, The trivel
populstion was 61,645, but thio has eomoc down to 58,088
in 1971,

Beoauoo of industrinllzotion and urbanigotion tho
tribal population wag ﬁiaplacad; The trxbala hava becone

AN
28. ”L.P. Vidyarthl, *Industroligastion and Soolel

Chango® in Tho Popoilng Seono
in Chotonagpur, op.oit., P« 137,




130

bogaars now, 0 phenomenon which was unhonrd of by the
proud tribdslse, The cousecs wore pany of ﬁhxéhvuxwaninag
tion was ono. T.5s Roo &nd Hlchmel Van den Bogaert,

hovo made g octudy of the beggars' problen in Ronchi

city, Tho cstablichment of important institutions at
Ranohi like Rojondra Modieal College, Barletu, Agricultural
and Vetorinory Oollege ot Kenko, Birla Inotituto of
Tochnology st Loohra, nunber of troopn of Engtorn
Conmand stotioned in the neighbourhood of Ranchi, changed
the face of Ranchl elty greatly. To eastor %o this
population hundreds of chops, restaurants, leundnries,
garagon, répalr-ahﬁpa and transport gervices have ptortod
vhich roquired cpnce in theeity. Huge otrotehos of
tridel lands have beon taken over by sucﬁ ineropeing
population in Ranchl and the neighbourhood. liony tribals
who were outsted havo boon reduced to misory oven to

the point of begeing. According to thelr otudy the
tribel perceontoge wos 39.05% among the tcken vamples

which wos vory high, It was‘oither-poverty or displaco-
nont which had pushod them to s livelihood they wore

not naturslly inolined to, Thoe scoond Bipgect porcentage
wao Hindu casto with 20,55 followed by S. Canton with
15,55 in the somples (200)2%, It hoo been mentioned
about the study dono by Rirmal [in] on tho social

29, Roo, T.S. & Bogaort U.V., Tho Bogaor Problen
in Ronehi®, in Indion Journol of Sooinl
Vork, Vol. XXXI, Oct., 1670, pps 205-302.
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implicotions of chenging Uresn Egonony. The outhor

hag oxprogsod foars thot the young gonerotion was pore
ineclined towards getting Jobsn in urdan contros neglect
ing village sgriculture,® Thepe aro sono of the
Smplications ond consoquonces of urbonisation, Tho
gtudy of RB Lall could nleo bo montioned horo in which
he hod onslysed hov tho urbon dwolling Oroono in Ranchi
city have hoen nlienated and chonged fron tholr characte
eristic foatures, ! | |

The converted and in particular the nonsconverted,
ontored the process of nodornisation with the Introduce
$ion of Community Development Prograsnoco launched in
1957 by ¢ho Government., Aftcr independence tho Governe
mont of India, both ot the ventro and otate level are
spanding considerabls amount ofi the tribalo and
Sehaduled Castes. In tho first three plano, tho amount
spent wore 17 crores, U1 ororoc ond 53 éromen, gespect-
ively besideos the annual plong for 1966-67, 1967,68 and
196869,

In Bihar thore wore 63 Blocks acoording to the
otudy by L.P. Vidyarthi, 1974.°2 But inspito of the

-

30, Dhebar Commission Report rccommends agriculture
cun dalry ferming for the oconomic development of
the trivals, but the Oraons gcen to move townrds,
agricul ture-cumsgoviao pattorn oconomy,

S1. Lall, R«Bsy Soolnl Change Among Urbon Oraone” in

- Bulletin of Blhor Tribul Regsenrch Inctitute, Vol,V,
Ro. 1, Harch 1963, pps 20=37. _ ‘
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ampunts spont in tho first threo plons percapite of
oxpenditure on devolopment was very mongro. For
ozomple, in tho third five yoar plan the ppounts gpent

Q

por copita in rupces wore s+ Boonomie uplift « Ra, 1.82 orores)
Education - ® 0,098 *
Hoplth & Heusdnze ©® 0,78 °

| 411 sohenos # 3.5 "
Thie i too little an anount spent on per capita,

Undeor theoe planc many pinor irrigat&nnﬁ wvore set
‘up, Such irrigation contres woro started in Bundu and
Temar {Liunda) srons in Ranchi Distriot, Aninnl husbande
ary, fishory, forentry, cooperativen vere comd of tho
important schomos under tho plans, But these schomen ore
by endlaerge falluros. Semo of the reassons aves o/ Thors
fo o nogleet end ladk of attention inppitc of Conotitutional
provisions; b) 1nade§ua§a fund oll otment to cevor tho
soctorsy ©) inndequate mochinory of administration
4} lack of effective porsonoly o) exceﬁaiva politicize-
tion of tribval iecues omd fallure of tridale o produce
dedicated, articulste and enlightencd loosl leadore,
These are come of the glering deficiencics the government
should correct if the schomes wore to bonefit those moont
for. Very few triabls have benofitted from tho Blocks,

52, L.P. Vidyrathi, "Tridval Dovelopment in India and
Its Puture in lan in India, Vol, S4, Fo, i,
Jonelinpeh, 1974, pp. 51 £f.
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The tr&hazé as well oo nonetribals of Ranchi
distriet were grostly holpod &y sone privoto égenézea
for dovolopnentol programmts 6na such ogzgnizatian wag
" %he C.R.S. (Catholic Relief Socletios) &n Ronehi district,
In an interviow with Fathor Linus Kindo, tho prosent
Diroctor of CRS, I camo to kriow the pecreto of thoir
succesa, They have fmproved upon tho defects of Bleek
gysten, The ssoret of thelir success, as I was $old,
ops thot the GRS was oporating on the traditionul pahehayat
systen, vhero real demoeracy oxintod, Though the pfocasa
of functioning was highly burceucratic in ptPuctuve,
the efficlioncy and ability with whieh the vork went,
ensured that the peoplo were soldon displeascd or
harassed. It wvog based on cquality and honeogy: ond anye
ono vho applied for any schone, irrespoctivo of enote
craad or sex, was duly glven o chanee, Tho CRS has helped
poople to dig many welle, cultivatc vhect ang cash orops,
provided work ond solved tho unemploynment probdlem through
“Food for Bork® schemet, Thie programme etopped migration
%0 outolde pleces, People have more to oat, ns pony as
thrae times a day, and heve cnough surplus to pay the
fows at school. Living stondurd of people han gone up.
Ho dismispod the doudts in oy nind aboud tho allursemont
for sonvarsion since 1t was run By tho Catholies., There



was no hook ottached to it, He pave agmé oxomplon of
cortoin orese wvhors the schemos wore token by tho none
Christians and not o singlo conversion was made, In
Lohordags and Kt oress there wore 5098 non-Christisns
ond in Noadih and Gumle arsas more than 667 were none
Christionc who bonefittod from the schenes, The
prineipal and the only aim of tho CRS was to holp people
to dbecomo solf-pufficlent my'ﬁelping thomaolvos, The
Governnent was only tﬁ& happy with CRS, beesuse it hes
not to pay tho cargoos (with cuppliies) coning fron Lforelign
countrios,

Sechehi denanda pointed out in his studles the
def¥icieneler of communication ss tho defoct of the Bldok
systoms, Bopides, most of tho time the nonetrivale wore
those who took the lion® thore and tho tribals remeined
ati they werw.aa Donnic Bara; tho diréctor of Vitos Hoitri,
{another private agency), o corporate endcavour of different
churches, oxprocsed his dicsaticfaction with tho use of
panura, inplements, seedo, and fortiliser, His npain
contention on failurcs ¢of thooe were that pooplo need de
tought end tholr attitudes ohanged.

Ao & cumpation of thiv chapter let us 600 the radical
changes in trivel footureo charsctoristie of tholr identity,
The population of Chotanngpur and Renohi distriot wes tribsl,

33. Sachchidongndan, "Commnnity'ﬁeveiapmaht and the
Tribals®, Journal of Socisl Reseorch, Vel, VII,
Nos, 1e2, Harch-Sept. 1964, pp. 70-78,
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~ but today thla'hbmngeﬁeity has given inte hotorogoncity.
The tribals wore primerily deponding on pgriculture
heve now tpkon up differont cooupations like, Jebs in
offices, duniness and commerca, Tho book, Zha Chonsing
Ipnda. by SSachohidonenda, and the other book, Iho Kherdss
oo end Noy" by L.P. Vidyarthi, show this nov chongoed
att&tuﬂaa of tho tribale in tholir aconomie oystens Thoy
grov sush drops, ns against oolf-sufficiont occonony,

invest monoy in banke, ond are engaged in work throughout
the yosr., Thely cconomic attitudos are vory woll docoribed
in the book, anom tituden of Shedanarmur
by As Von Ezem, the present diroctor of the Catholice
Cocperptive Bank in Renchi. The author deplores the laek
of thriftinoos and the scons of seving for investumont

y &
;:«

apong the tribals,

Seeially, tho tribals who 1ived only in rursl centpes
now have shifted to urban sontrot and intograted in the
city culturo, though not without haszordo, and problems,

The illiterste are boooming mere ond rcore oducotod, £illing
even tho highcot governmmontol pooto in the oteto andd

the Union Servico. Thb custom of having blz familios has
chonged into nuclonr types, at leooct structurnlly. Tho
senco of mutual cooperntion and the otrong, sclidsyy
spirit of ¢tribal communitarianiom hovo given inte more
inaividuslistic and segrogotional attitudes, |
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o

In oultural spheres the tribals havoe besn exposed
to many external situations and peepls, which have chenged
Shelr primitive and superstitiovs values, Nony tribvel
feotivele and customs havo disappesrsd in the ehangoed
situations. Dancos and rocrcotional gethering have bocome
loas frequent, In dress and ornament, the now and nmodern
fachions have invaded the tiibal secietioo. lore and more
poople are ennaroured by tho coming modorn culture with
the result that the villagw‘ are ot ptake of undore
population, . In all these the tribals have besn very
flexidle to adapt themselves, and thus try to develop &
new, modern {doentity. in order to mske e contribdbution
%0 the multi-ocultural notion 1ike Indias,
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SEBAEZER-XY

The tenditional tribnl losdorchip took o different
dirsction in the woko of Christion infliucnce on ﬁha'trlbalaf‘
Vidyarthi has troged the gradunl development of Jharkhand
porty. Ho hat alco mnde on analysis of the Jhorithand Porty
- lendership in the late nixtiea ann early sevantios, The
rovement vhich hao passod through sevoral initisl gotages
62 devolopnont in Chotansgpur discussed olsevhoro,? ovent-
unlly enmphooized politicel funstiond oince 1959 and spoeciolly
after Indin’s independence. Tho demand for tho fornation
of geoparate Jhorkhand state under the guoplicos of A.l.
Jharkhand party wvhich received the first £1111p during
tho vicit of States Reorgeniszation Commission somtinued
to bo followed very vigorounly %ill recently wndor the
londorchip of Jalpal Singh vho found it improcticodble, and
vho preforred to Join hondo with the Nationnl Gcn@r@as.a

The poriod from thoe begirning of 1915, when tho first
Chrictisn Students Organisation was formed undop tho leadership
of Bartholome, till 1937, hoo boon tormed as tho preporatory
otopos for pollticsl activitios.

1. Vidysxrthi L.P., ®"An Apprainel of thoe Loadership Pottern
~ Among the Tribdals of Bihar®, in Tribal Situation in

India, K.S5, Singh, eod, pp. 438453, Ref. also by the
aamexggt¥g;. Aspeots of Tribal Leadership in India,
PP «12(s

2+ Elsewhore = L.P. Vidyorthi,"Acpecto of Tribal Leaderw
ghip in India®, pps 131&12?.

3« L.Pe Vidyarthi, "An Appraisal of the Londership Pattern

' among the Tribes of Bihar®, in Tribdbal Situation in
India, od. 5.Cs Dubo, pp. 539»&&0,
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within this poried many organizations 1like tho
Unsti Sonaj, 1928, formed by Joel Lakra, Kisan Sabha, by
Bandi Ranm Oraon, Catholic Sabha, by the Roman Catholie
lissions, and Adivaol lishasabhe under Ignace Beck and
lator undor Jaipol Singh, came into oxiotenco,® Those
orgonizations wore mainly for the coclo-ocononie uplift of
the tribels of the region, Thoy mootly ndopted congtitus
tional methods to forward thely demands in order to allee
viate thoir legitimnto griovancos. Tho pordod thot

procedod this was marked dy vielensc and arned upria&nga.s

Irmodiately bofors the formation of tho politicnl
wing for tho lphasnbha, sons tridal loaders 1like Justin
Richard reglized the neod of ineluding the nonetridols,
1living in Chotencgpur in this organipation, This loader
orgonized the limited Jhorichond Bhkok in 1948, which later
on wns accepted, “Aftor resisting tho idea for cometime
Jaipnl Singh aocepted 4t ond the Jharkhand Porty wat
forpod in 1950 in Joapshedpur ss the political wing of the
Adivani mahasahha“gé

L, Cef, aleo « Nirmal Iinj, ®Effects of Christianity
on the Tribalse*, in Pasping Sceono - p, 79 Cof.

K+5+ Singh, The Dust Storm and the Hanging list,1966,

S5« 1Ibid, i.0. Flrmsl ind.

6, Sochchadananda,*Tribal Situation in Bithar', in the
Tri?g% Situation in India, od, K.S. Sinrh, 1972,
Pe .
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The performance of the Jherikhand Party can be
divided into threo pajor porieds, nomelys

1950-1957
19571962
" 19631970

1971 - orwvapds =

-

-

Glorious Ago
Doeline
Disintegration

Attompto to reunite ond
furthor 4ivisions,

Theso periods hove boon elavsified on the boois of

genosal slootions Both of the Agcsembly oo tell as of
Prarliioment. The fazinwiqy Lable glven the ancount of
rescrved mests won by tho Schoduled Tribes in verious

éaeetianaq
Parsentage. of : :' z; ; *:ﬁ ’ ;&: :! ;1: 5. :.r 0
R Election Years
Porty 552 1957 1962 1967 1969 1971
w— g 2 2 B
Jhorkhand 7059 65n63 59,38 13,74 10, 2“
Gm‘:smss 29'59 25;0@ 9#37 1}8,28 * 589 2
1;111 ghan&khm " - - 1; on {3&7 3:“5
ana sandgn - - . , -
Swatantyra - - 18,76 _6:39 3:"5 -
Socialict - - 9,37 E'b‘ 345 -
Independon‘& - guiz - 2841 13479 2h, 14
Qthor Partics 8,82 25 342 - -» 3;“5
No.o0f Reserve M 32 32 29 29 29

Seats

Souree 1 Sechehisananda, The Tribol Votor in Bihay,

Now Delhi, 1976, Tadlo I, p. 16,
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Tho pocition of Jharkhand was very high in the first
throe gonoral clectioc ngo, though in a doteriorating trend,
In the first general eloction tho percentage of the sents
von was 70,59 which dwindlod to 59,38 in 1962, The first
two clections were the glorious porieds of tho Fharkhand
Porty. This shows that the Jhorkhand was adlo to vodbilicge
the tribale who mustered their votes to the pparty on the
focue af'separate~§tatahaqa for the Jharkhandis, During
this perfod tho famous Statos Roorganization Commission
vioited Renchi and Chotanagpur (1956), The tribals
prosented s memorandum before the Commission In which they
demonded n éepékaie gtate for Jharkhand #caaiating ot
Ghotausgpnr'aﬂ& Senthel Perogana, |

Merging of the Uharihand perty with tho National
Congrase In 1968 wasva virtual deothebdlow t¢ tho party
fron which it has nevor beenm able to regain ito prostiglous
position. Thore woro circumstoncos vhich noccgoiated the
morger of tho Jharkhand with tho ruling Rational Congress.
Inspite of the spectacular victory of the porty in tho
Assenbly sloctions for 1952 and 1957, tho portyemcn,
partiouiarly Jaipsl Singh, folt that without the Congreoss
their efferts to obtain e separate stete wore of no avail,
“Jharithand party leaders wore tired of sitting in ¢the
opposition snd believed that once in govorrnmont ¢thoy
could asctiviely pursuc pollicien for ¢ribal welfaore, They
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also mu:m ﬂght for o seporate atato of Jharthanﬂ from
within the Conaross®,’

Secondly, thore vas 8 groving influenne of Jonate
Party in the srea, ond thore was o difficulty of raloing
ropources for the Jhorkhond party orgenization, 7Thirdly,
thore 'ima 8 gonernl apothy among the peoplo vho loot
§nterost in Jharkhand due to the fallure of it .ﬁemand
for & soparate state., There was slss & rumour that, the
then Prime Hindotor, hir, Nehru hed bought up tho Jharkhand
togother vith Jaipsl Singh, perceiving 4t no tho emorging
opposition with o very otreng mose suppord, It wos svident
that due to the demend Loy o seperate state the non-trivale
of thoe place were sgainst ‘bh_-d party. Somo oven spresd the
rumcur that smong the nonetribals it was the Tota Compony
0t Jamshedpur vﬁtimh mourht sp Jolpol Singh who posged an
fominont threat to tho suteiders (the Dikus) by creating a

’

goparato Jherkhend stoto,. e

At sny rato, thoe porty was perged with the Congroos
whioh vesulted in ¢ blow for the firct time, vhon with the
rosignation of Syi Binodenond Jhe, oo, the Chief Hiniotor
of Bihar, Jolpal Singh wao dropped from tho niniotry ond
instond hia ueatenan’t mr. S;K. Bage woe pade o zmlnia‘l:ar

7. Sachohidonanda, “!i‘ribal Sitaation in B&har’. in
Tr&?% Situation in Indin, op.ols,
Pr .
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by the new Chief inioter, Sri K.B. Sghay. It woo only

thon roolised by the leadors that even tho vory ldentity
of tho Jharkhand porty wes lost %o the great rosontment
of lirs Jaipal Singh, But the ruling Congross saw 4t as
rehabilitating tho sagging prontige of itsolf in Chotannge
pure Vith tho morger all hopes of tho tridal poople of
the reglon wore shattered. Thay folt that thoy hod been
betrayed even by such & gront and choriomntie loador as
Jaipal Singh. '

In the 4th general olection &n 1967, the Jharkhend
leaders suffored the blapt of tho enti-Congrens wind,
- Bri S.K. Bage lost hio security deposit. Lony tribnd
joadors Yost thelir scate ond oven Srd Jdeipal Singh coraped
through tho emtie~nerger vont in the election,

The poricd thot follewed the oventful ond unfortunate
norgor, was that of doterloration of the porty ond divieion
in sevoral splinter groupsi. FPoopls folt groet rosomtment
sgoinst thess lesders. There was a vaoouum fn tho tribal
loadorehips To £111 this vacuun, 8 nunber ofnow porties
ond organigntions cane uwp, Tho Bires Sova Dnl, Krontikard
Bercha, the Chotanagpur Flatesu Praje Parichod and come
splinter groups, omiling themsnslven $he Jhevihindd Porty,

appearvﬁ on tho BQQﬂOaB

e A

8. Sauhahidananda, "The Trival Situation in Bihor®,
Ins Tribel Situotion in Indin,
ﬁpsaitu pe 176,
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Upto 1967 it>waa\a.paﬁua§ui toiling in tho porty
ond its policieos But tho arrival of Bires Sova Dol
brought aleng with 1t rodles) ections whioh wore hoared
in thelr battlo orioce, “Jharkhend Hamara Hal®™, “Jharkhand
- Loyke Longe « Teoxr ke Bol Popr” or “Jharkhond ie ours” “We'll
win Jharkhand on the point of arrows”, It ghould boe borme
in mind that even at that tine ihe poroentapge 6f the tribal
population in the Jharichond reglon wvas only 35,085 (1961).

On the evo of 19593 by~0loetion,; Hul Jhoxkhond {aotive
4n Santhol Pragona) was borms Jherkhand and Hul Jharithand
Sried to check to rising influsnes of the Ceonpgeece, The
result was that vhdle Jharkhend end Hul Jharkhand cocured
13.795% oach, of the remerved ceats the Congrocs bagged 3,395
ef the goms. The tribnls wero fodwup with tho Jhorkhand
oné itg gifferent factionz, Honeo their choico in olootion
£a1) more on the Congress; vhich portrayed i%s imoge as
chagpion a; the poor ond hookward,

At this stage thero woere mony sther notionn) perties
whish had mode thedir ontry into the forosted and hilly
reglong of Chotanegper and Sento) Porgonn., Jang Scngh
foupht the oleetion for the flrst tine in 1967 scouring
17.24%% of the renorved cooto, Swotantre ond Soeislist
partion pecured 5,890 and 3,450 of the resorved ceats

'reapéct&valy. in tho 1969 hywoleotion their position did
not improve but thoy did not suffer loss eithor, Fhe
percentege of independent candidnten decreaged fronm 24,15 in
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19067 to 13.79 in 1969, But corparatively it wos higher
than in thoe provious years, which uvss on indicator of the
éhu’.ee of poople for candidetes othor thon those beibnging
to any politicol party. Tho moin repson for thic distridu.
tion of peats was that tho tridel clectorate hod nmo more
foith in politicel losdors particulorly in that of Jhorkhand,
The Congraos took tho lend soouring 58,625 in tho 1972
 ploction, while the indopendonts get 24,248 leaving Jharkhond
and Hul Jharkhond to 10,345 ond 3,245 rospeetively, The
roacons for the landslido victory of tho congiroor in 1972
were obvisusly the vittory of 1971 Bangladech war agoinst
Poriston, ond 1t oftestorco«typicsl ologan in favour of
tho poor and bockward class. that is the
us hers 45 tho total downefall of the Jharkhond and its
gplinter groups, - |

In 1971 thore wan & oplit in the A1l Indis Jharkhand
Porty botvwoon the groupo lod by RE, Horo snd Bogun Sunmbwal,
The incrosse in Independent candidatos (20,14%) indicates

the resentmont of the tridolo ngoinst Jhorkhond.

irportonce for

, 53
1967 353 Abrupt fallid
1567 | 3% Abrup
1972

Soures ¢+ Saochchidonanda - Teibal voter in Bihar,
ops Qitl pe 20,
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The.rrﬁyaratarg stageo bofore the emergence of the
Jharkhand Porty, the nctivitics of the tridnl organisse
tions (Unattl Sanod, Kisan Sobha, Catholic Sabhe and Adivasl
Kohasabha) all controd round socloe-coononic prodlons,
Rottoration of alienated tribal land ond equality in the
oeonomie distributions end opportunities worae in tho focus.
In order to achieve theao demonds, 12 not granted by the
normal ruling government, tho tribals were rendy cven to
donand p separaste Jharkhand Stote which thay‘waﬁld rmle,
Jharkhard was, thereforo, a torritorial as well ao an
othnic identity. Right from the beginning of the Jagirders
syotem, the tridals have béan in conflie¢t with the rulers
of their luond who slways had tho resources in thelir hends,
It was the Britich vhose adninistration dircetly touched
Chotanagpur in 1834 and, later on, afier indopondence, tho
Congress, who ruled tho tridsls, Tho latter claimed tho
right to govern and control thelr land oo thoir own. "Thus
they were in conotant ¢onflict betweon thelr acpiration
to have thelr idenﬁity of their owm and their oxperience
that thoy hod no aunh iﬂent&ty“.9 The riec af‘dhaxkhand has
soothed tho glow of conflict for somotime {1962). This was
the golden period of Therkhand,

9. Sachohidananda, Theg?rihai Votor in Bihar, op.cit.
Pe .
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But the sogcond orp ctarted for onothor sot of
struggles with demands, Thore were tws significont
difforences in thig poriod from thé;prav&oua one, A8 ve
hove remarked eariier with regard to the_aingana of Birsa
Sova Dol; thowe were plannod activities, of deronotrations,
prateéﬁé, dharnoe and cven of non-cooporation and Sabotoge.
Saannﬂly; %&e canﬁéquanﬁ factions in tho Jharkhond party.'
lsd by the personal ¢onfliclo anﬁ ambitione of the loaders,
cnmgufiagéa the oime of the party as a wing of tho novement,
Dicocouresged and ba%rnybﬁ by tho Jharkhend leadors, a new
‘6ot of leadero enorged who tried %o ook into the prosente
dey tribal problemo in their ovn porspectivos. They
organized thomselvos scocopdingly into diverss groupsn, What
was copmon in %h@m, was, of course, to fight cut the
outsiders - Dikus. But in the lster stages of Jharkhand(s
developnent the issuos woro mostly of urban naturo as
agoinst tho rural ones earlier,

In tho earlior stage the solo oin of fighting ongoinst
tho olienation of lénﬂ and ito rectoration united the tridals
vory otrongly which was monifest in the eloction rosults,

An we hove noted 4n tho sccoond choptor, lend for tho tribdole
won the greatest nonet and nlco hod a spirvitusl dond.
Sachohidanannda writes, "For them (tribals) land 0 not juet
a monns of osudsistence bdut is 8 gpirituel hopd botween
them ond tholr anceotors. Thorefore, eny loos land is
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strongly r&ﬁentad“,tc

Though they strictly gurded thelr
1onds ogeingt nlienntion, tho conotant necd of ensh

{tince the timo of Jaglrders ond Britishern), for ocultivee
tion, paying tax (rent), froguent famines, drinking habits,
sea0te. precipitatod the way for thelr exploitation by the
unoerupulous ronoylendors whe sdvanced losn at axhorditent
rotes of interosts, Thet wao why nany tritnl congs wore |
molancholie and full ofnuptalgie For the losteglory of
tholr lomd ord 1ife,

This rural-centred land-issue wvas scopingly neglooted

 ond moroe urban losues 1ike, unemployment nohesdmicoion in
sducationsl instituticns, out in acholnrochips ofotudents.
displaucoment prodleme due to industrion, etC..s«s wore thrown
intoe high relief. With thisc unaninity of purpvoe, for rallye
ing behind the Jharkhand wap loot. Difforont ribdal lesders
had difforent viow po&nﬁs“on trival prodlems, Vith the |
rocult that amany of then loft tho party send other jJoined

the Congrens or formed n new ono,

| At his otpge Jhorkhand and, for that nottor, tho
tribals were the most suocaptidle %o ony now party or
ldeology. It ig not surprusing therofore that tho tridbals
hove doen toosed about from ong gide to anothor in on effort

o " - -

10. Ssochchidanande, Tribdal Votey in Bihar, 0p«citep.22,
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%o £ind thelr ldontity. It wes tho same phenonsnon
ropoatod which opeoratod in the cerlior stoge of tho ¢tridels
vho wore influanced dy Hindulsnm, Christianity and othey
roliglo-culturnl ond socigl groups. Ewvon on thoe politioenl
‘plaﬂ the tribals found thonsclvoes in troublo.

in tho froudled wators the nﬂﬁmtrihax politienl
poartion sproad thoir neto Sor a big houl, Vith tho norger
of Jharkhand with tho Congross, tho lettor Lor ovor Io-
hobilitoted iteol? in thoteribol land,

The Swatonten and Soclalioct Partics intruded in
1962 olection while Jeno Sangh made Lts meidon ontry in
1967 oclootion. The o%hergparileﬂy'ﬁhaﬁgh with logo success,
wore CoPsls and CoPuls(l1),; vho cxtonded their infivonco
in the Induetrial towns ¢f Jamshedpur, Bokaro, Hotio,
Dhanbad and Jhario. Thoso political porties hove chown
thelir sympathy $o tho tridalo, tino ond ogain, and ched
%hair orocedils tears for than in oxdeyr to gain thoir
cuppoxrt and votes, Jan Spngh capitaliczed on thoe Christinon
and non«Chriction issue to win but 2 port of tha tiibals,
that too, for o shortslivodeinflucnce, 7Thic party sloo
indirectly but vory cloorly intondod to divert tho oupport
for n soporate Jharkhand which involved the “outoldors®.
It hoo slwaye opposoed the oprood of tho niosionu in the
1and and wanted to deo further by bringing the fasus of the
convorted and omoneconverted tribale into the limelight,
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The Nationnl Congrons, who envied Jaipal Singh for tho
mésa&vﬁ tribel cupport and votes, was ovor keen of winning
over the tribdal loadors on §ts sido, Tho Congiens wae
throgtoned by the rising suppert for Tho ceparoto Jhore
Tthoand, and in order to divert their attontion,; fornoed
policien for the wolfare of tridals and bockward elaos,
ity image was thet of o chompion of tribvel's cauoco,

The other partiot 1ikeC GiP.l, ond CuPul.(ll) have
goinod the support of tho industrial workers in tho trihal
bolt ond trled to orgoniso tho tribel workingeclons with
pome sutcons, Dhanbad oron, from vhere, A.K. Roy tho
lierziot lesdor was olocted in tho Asgenbly, wag ono of
the oxamples of their o}l isnce with the tribals, For
AKs Roy, the londer of Horziot Co-ordination Committee
ond Coll fory Kamger Unlon, vho was oxpordmonting with
the application of Harzxisne~Copmuniom “in its truo opirite
in Dhonbad ares, the Jhorkhomd movement was importont
boeouse "Thoe empneipation of the working ¢loss 1o irmosoidble
unlons 1% 4o linked with the gopirotionc of the oudbjooted
notionnlitics ai'ahotanagpuﬁﬂigl

Uith theno politicol inveslens in tho tribdal region
tho pnin foous of the Loouo wee diverted and the purpoce
wno not only dictorded dbut defented, Besldes, vith po many

11, Sinha Arun, "Contoining Jhorkhand [lovepont®
in E.PJW P 6‘3‘9,
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foetiono in thoe Jharkhend tho otrength of the tribale
diesipatod, Ultinstely, it was tho Jhartthand who wos tho
looor in the game..» for it vas parolyzed beyond recovory teo
fight and run its course. The other paﬁiaa wors only too
happy to seo tho Jharkhand like o 1ion without tooth,

Once tho lion wao too thloces oven if 4% did not cupport
thon tith voton it hordly mattored its onemico, Iit
putficed them to know thet the prodator hod bosonoe the pray.

The activition arc dotermined by the viowepolnts of
the asotors, Different noetions of people have diffegont
voluation of prodloms and difforent measuros to pdopt in
ordeor te¢ sock wmolutions to prodviens,

The primsry ncod in tho tribal policies ot present
io tho quostion of unity of purpocs and plan on ono and
the cone platfornm. In tho early soventien, six comnlttees
made a surprioing oppearpnee in an attamptf;‘arge unity.
The battlo=-gall wos onge more hooded to by all, oven dy
Kortick Oraon, who hod politicaslly survived on anti-ceparaw
tion plonk. They oll vociforoucly advocated Jharkhond
Rotionnlicon, Thoe Unitod Pront concioting of nincepurtye
conmittee wan te

=« Jharkhand (Horo)

« larziot Coeordinntion Comnittee
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» Jharkhond Dukhti Morcha

= Hud Jhorkhand

« Revolutionory Socialist Party of Indio
. CoPule = Mol (S.NeS.)

» Birna Seva Dol

« Jharkhend Duslis lorchs

» and Congrosn,

This affbb% for unity hod no bettor fato than the
eoalition governmonts in Bihar, The sboonce of Bogun
grovp in the Front and unwelldy mumder of groupn remdored
it impracticabdle to forgs any such unity. Boeldoo, thepe
'mas\liﬁtle morgin for accormodetion and underntanding of
other® ideologies. TThin unity-effort remained a pio in
the ekty. The divergenve in visions vhich camo in tho
socond era ought to bo undorsteod in thiso dackground,Where
88 they relled obsolutoly on ons organization and Ycedership
{Juipal Singh) now there vore doxons of partics and leaders
ench inmportant in his place ond wodded $o tribol notionallem,
According ¢o N.E. Horo, lopder of the 411 Indio Jhorithand
Party (Horo), the old exrn was a war of memormnda, but now
the batthe wae corried on two dimensionn « political battle
for soparato Jharkhond and ecahnaic war againot tho oxploiters,
Tho now spiinters like “Alag Jharkhand Rajya SarmuXh lorche®,
Jhorkhand Lukti Horcehe", *Birsa Seva Dol, have beon organising
peononio ond cooinl struggles in their respootive arcas of
influence,
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~ Sibu Soren, tho present Gonersl Seerotary of Jhare
khand Bukti lorwha, otrossed the need of tribal omancipe~
tion from tho hande of Dikus, "Even if Jharkhond does not
cone into baing in my lifo.time, why shoeuld I Bo bdothered?
Our first concorn is to choso away the bloodesuckors and
holp the poople lend a rospoctable, quiet and fratormel
iiiﬁ“.ig |

We have alrepdy viewsd the ideology of A.K. Roy, who

is at present in close sllianco vith Jharkhond Dukti Mnrah&.
Liborotion of the working clacs 1% poscible onco Jharkhand
ia‘attﬁinéd, but yot ¢ Lo boing done evon nov.  The
sgitotions, hungorestrilien, Bundhas, and rollico are organiged
in order to pross the demamin, This method.'thaugh.
ﬁémncraiin and non~violent, thorefore Gendhiesn, 1o stemming
from the liarnint idcology primoxily. There hove boon
agitotions pgalinst offoroctntionp poliey in Singhbhun
{Saol tree Vs. Teak), forest produco purchaco policy,
for reclonstion of gruadbed land, and against Public Seotor
Projeuts undar 3bnatrun%inn in Singhthun ond Ranohi. b2
Foraaet pcliéiea ore lald down by thoe tinmbor comtractors and
fovest offic ors, Lalit Draon witnosoed that they had
dogtroyod trecs vorth filve eroron,

Wil ” iy

12 Quoted in Amin Sinha, “Cnntainxng the Tribal Uovomont®,

ﬁpyg’.ﬁa EQ?DW‘. Api‘in% 7"‘;@?9; p,tﬁag. z 2P

13 Cof, sloo sArun Sinhao, surgent Adlvnolia” in EPVW

* al.flzli, Radﬁg Sﬂpﬁtéa 1978i Ppﬂisgé‘isﬁg;'

SAL troe was an economy of 505 of the tribals, Tesk
wagtbg?afigégltga a%i‘ﬁxggpi thettgibalmastghéa .
pgitation Yed to polico firing st Gua on B¢h S
1980, in which seggrul tridbals wors killed, R
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There were protosts &hﬁ movemonts launchod nt verious
rlacen; to opposo the dﬁaiapm'eﬂt progranmes, At Kapdaras,
about 500 miles from Ronehd, the tribals roloed barricados
to stop lortdes to ronch the KooleKare Construction olto.
But to liquidate such oppositions ond novemonts the Gove,
floded tho region with C,R.F.F,, and Bihar Lilisary Police,
Blhar Armed Pelice ot various sonsitive placos. Tho
government tormed these sotions ap 'Naxalbari' ond Antle
Nationolict*, This lolso has to Bo dorme in mind that the
govornment hao ostabliched throo Autonomous Devolopment
Authorities for North Chotanagpur, South Chotanagpur and
Santal Porganao, Chotansgpur has & mind-socrotarit ot
Ranohi to avoid delay and wasto of time in cortnin
dosisions. The governmont has olso mppointod Tribal Velfere
Connmisnioner and Doputy Comlssioner of tho 1.4 8. ronk,
Bogiden, thore aoro spato of "Special plang” aﬁd “pubeplans’
and great plans® for the tribal development, Howovor, their
exooutions may bo quootioned, Out of Re, 73 crores nllocated
undor the tribval scubeplon in 197879, only Ros 21 ¢roree
tore spent, ond how it happened, one need not ro to
Chotanagpur to find it out, Tho Chotonagpur ond Santal
Pargons Development Authority formed by the Congresc helped
only certoin poldtical lcaders, and the three now bodleo
aro going on tho vame lino. 7This ie the twoepronged policy
of armihiliotion and acoimilation of trivals by the
Government,
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N.E, ﬁ#m v&ewé&- the inaming calamition nt the door-
otops of tribals induced various developmental projcets,
The people were swarc of tholr imminent digplocomont and
opponed tho functioning of tho ‘eyumm and oven blosked the
roads, The KooleKore projoct noar Kandarn (with tro big
dans and four power ntotlons) and Subsrnarckhs projoot,
would render 350 villpges submerged, Sinse 1987 chout gix
Yakhe people have boon ronderod homoloss, Sfarshepur was
built on the debris of 158 tribal villages. This wns the
ronson for opposition, sabotage and protect in difforent
forme, Adivosis wero forcod to bocomo violent againot
their nature, “Adivosin ore o6 o rule simple hespiteble
ond honosty but thoy eon de quite sgaressivo und oven
dangorous, ospoeielly to those who chent them, *1¥  Thero.
wore cames in vhich larvniic had beon kild od ot Ramgerh
and Sim&ega,. In Ranchi an Apin, vho wac notorifous for
choating, wao dono to doath,

Adivesic had beon given o row denl in tho p&.u_cgr of
buyring jungle p roduvots, particularly of oil-sasdo, Enranged
by thiec poliey, shout 8,000 wk adivanic rallicd in o demonstro-
tion %o tho 5.0,0, of Simdego, in Ranohd Dictrict, In order
to offage tho niddle =mon in the purchase the Gove, had
appointed two trodors ond the Raja of Biru to purchhee Hshua
and Kugum oilssceds. But they would not, which led to
ptaryvotion of nony femilies., Tho demonstration wap planned
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with the help of local traders, whomo crafty dooigns led
to pﬁ&iﬁeaﬁﬂm in vhich offieially, only ono dled and
threo got mama,w But actunlly thers were three more
in the 1ist of the deads The loenl traders ond morchonto
nade such a conspiracy vhich got tho Adivaeis killed while
thoy wore safe, This race of opprescors of the Adivasis
w7411 never proteet them. These adivasic have to Bupply
tholr middlosmon, ndministrators and police in ordor to
provido an alternative instead of golng for moro protestd
and opponitions,

To show the diacﬁn‘&ant, non=cooporation movonent wag
Bunched by Jharkhand Luktl Morehs, lerxist Cowordination
Committes, joined by Jharkhand (Hore), from 22 iny, 1978
+111 Aug. 14, 1978, Actordingly pé@:te wore aoked to
refuse paying the taxes bleck thoe dovelopmental programme,
gtop the survey settloment oporations, ond boycott panchayat
olootions. In Jaldegn, Kolobirs, Thothaitangor, (oll these
in Kharis ares in Sindogn Subedivision) tho gtacked Kendu
lonven (meont to moke bldio) woro dumt du:uzem..16 Dut thore
wao only a portial response to the eanll for nonecooporotion,
heonuge gone other portien 414 not asree to tho course of

tion, portly out of sheer apathy, However, on tho point

15. Firing ocourred on 5rd Aug. 1978,
16, TIbid, p. 1546,
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of seperate Jhorkhand thore was no differenco botwoon
the econverded and ononetonvertoed tribale cxecpt for the
group following Kertll Orson. “Reomarkably there aro no
differances ot oll cultural or politiesl betwosnm the
Christians ond others among the Adivagie, 811 oxe one on

the soparation dawan&.‘m?

2]

This goos to nogote the opinlon of Sachohidonanda who
vreto in 1972, that although Chriotians formed enly 10.65
of tho tribal pepulation, there wos o fond hopo among them
thot Jharkthand would bo Christion stoto as thoy would have
had muoh ssy theroin. Such on opinjon was nover unanimously
exprossed anyvhero. Bosides, the author should take note
of the popoota of lesdership among tho tribals cmerging
rocontly, Initlally the movement began a2t the initiative
of the sonverted ond vas evon doninatod by ¢hon upto 1939,
But lotor on the pivot of trival) loodership chifted fronm
the convorted to tho homdo of the nonsconverted, Hence
that Soohohidanonds swote years npo. is not tenadle now even
by the mon-gonvortod, '

In the loto s&xtieﬁ\thet@ were many outrogeous agte
of violenco committed both by certein scoetions of the Jharkhandie
and tho police, Thic has to be underatood in tho airoumstances
that provedleod in the distriot of Ranchi., with tho emorgence

17. Ibtdd. p. 1546,
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of Birsa Sova Dol in 1967, doninated mootly by univorsity
students, thore worc mguemo of evento which lod to
ontagonizing the nonwtribnls and thus inviting troubdlen
and violence, Tonsiono pounted in many erpop of vhich
threo eulninatod in poliecefiring lopding to tho hiliing
of only tho tribnls. On 2nd June, 1968, at Chiri, adout
50 milos fron Ronchi, in an pttempt to rocloln tho upurped
lond by a Sghu (Bhola), tho polico oponed £ire in vhich
officially threo were killed but the sctual mmber was
éweng A fov montho lator thore wes pgoln another firingi
on the orowd of Adivosl girdsctudento of vhon threo dled
and goms (3) injuriod, Firing in Simdege ocoured on 2nd,
Junce, 1978 and latoly it vas &t Guo in Singhbhum Diotriet,
wvhore nine $tribeic 4ied, In ell those blg cheoting cnsonm,
it ia surprising to seco thet only the tribals foll v!.etim,w
In aimoot gl)l the incldonvos thers wers ovidoncss of proe
plarning to kiil the Adivesis, and clrewnstoncpo wore
ereatod guch vhich necessiated the spening of Fire by the
police vho ere never frionds of the Adivasio. Thece
guardians of lawe have bteen conotently harpooing oven
plundering ths Advasisc particularly, in tho dcop gmgle
roglors of tho Singhbhum diﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ%.ig Thio 1cd to firving
whon proetosted, in Pokards villsge in 1979, (Cof, B.P.W,
17¢h HMerch, 1979).

S

18, Arun Sinha, "Gun loosacro of Tyibhale in E.p.U.,
VQIQ mg ﬁﬂﬁ; 38@ Sﬁptg 2&, 1980;

19, Ibld,
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The aetivities of Birsa Sova Dol were not oligned
with the politicnl sctivities. They doolt with cases of
delsy in the peynent of  scholarships, difficultics in
admizsionn to postegradunte clesscs and ve on. Thoy also
tool care of the candidates rojected Lrom employment on
flimsy grounds, then the communal riot broke out in Renchi
on 22nd August, 1967, the Sove Dal orgsniscd a *Peace Dal'
vhich went round convineing the Adivasis that thoy
ghould not got mixodeup in this cormunal riot. The
Birgsa Sova Yal orgeniszed musnive demonstratlionc €o protost
speinst the pdlice fixing at Chirt in June 1966 gnd, in
OaSoder, the same year, at Chalmpur. Thie vas ong of the
ressonc Why the Del wae tormed “m&litaﬁtt?&ng“ of tho
Jharkhand Hevement. I% wng aloo ronerked dy meny that
thoe Dol wes gradusily pase&ng into the hando of tho
Compumniste vho provided monoy end leadorchip.

The other powers havo always tried to c¥plolit the
gituationw to thelr advantage. In this tonoe situation
the commundots, the luolim oxtromlsto and Jonn Sannhis
have also always playad with the Dnl, which led ¢o the
dioparagoment of the namo and diverting of purpons. The
uloolon wan accuped of fomenting violones in the Dal to
which charge the formor mndo its stand ¢loar, %o tha
Daputy Commicoionor at Ronechi, “The churchos always acted
na champlons of the rights of the poor and tho oppressed,



159

It was the mloslonaries vho mostly cducnted tho boekward
- glasges of this ares and turried thom into onlightoned
eitlzenc of Indin, Thoy were still roady to stond by
tho righte of the poor and the opprossed dut they
dissociatod thﬁmaalvaé copplotely from any group that
advocated violonge and uscd such means to rodrono of
tholr grievoncen, Some of the church leaders owproosed
grove convern that the Communists, luslims ond tho Jana
Sahghie.wern trying to roap dencfits from the provelling
%enﬁianﬁuaa

| Barlier the party wos poro proscouplod with the
problom of urbon areas go ogainst rural, Theso prodlens
wore cropping up in the fornm of d&nplacamentn; inndeguats
eomponsation and nonerohabilitation. 705 of the displaced
wers not satisfiod with the componsation, The cducoted
youth were not employed,montly due to lack of training
and pkill « [ore aond smoro tribole wanted to toke part
in tho ndminlstretion and major declsions in policy moking.
Tho denande vhich concorncd the rurn)l population were
reclainotion of land, ostablichment of health sentres,
conatructions &f roads in the Intorior rogions. Tho rural
public felt neglected by the perty and tho rosult of
1972 eleotion was that only 347 of tho clectorsto turned
 for voting.

20. Sen Jyotl, "The Jharkhond Dgvement™, in Pribal
Situation in India, upgcit,yp,asswﬁjé.
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A oopornte state for Jhorkhondio remsino gtilld
o dream. The very concopt of Jhorkhand otote ao o
torritory hes not beon cloarly dofinod, nor Lo it
unnnfoously accepteds Tho nop of the Jharkhand arosd,
published in Sunday, Sept. 17, 1978, on pago 51
invluded 16 districts fron fowr differont statos, The
Six digtricto of Chotonagpur division in Bihar, four
diotricts of Orissa, throo £rom Woot Bengal and tvo from
Nadhyn Prodosh go to noko the pyopocod groetor Jharkhond,
Theose 16 dlotriots drawn from four states havo about
50 midiion populntion, Tho other proposal for tho
soparate Jharkhend indludoo the whole of Chotanngpur
ond Sontel Parsgnas coloy Lyop Bihar Stote, Tho nilled
problen vith this torritorinl auncetion 4is thot of tribval
populotion. In the vhole of tribal rogion of Chotonage
pur only J005=425 arc tribsio and othors noreSritols,
Aceording to Sachchidonondn®o ogurvoy of the oleotions
out of 79 legislotors vho won the scats in tho Bihor
Apgombly only i8 were avowedly for Jhorkhond, So, how
cen the wich of 235 of tho logiolators be irposed on the
vout of ¥797

The word *Diku’ originnted whon outoldors begen
to pour into thoe Jungle trocts of Chotonoppur: Then the
word Diku {Diku or Dekeo) roforred to, “outsidors, none
tribals™; ‘roncy londors*, *Jamindoro’, 'Brohping, Hindie
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spopking Biharis' and *Baniss’. Thoy were "thouo
othore” used dérugxatiwly, Tho word in bundori ic

the plurnl form of *Di" = thot’, 'Diku’ = *thoy', used
pojorntively. Thus this ‘hato' word covercd o long range
of pwplmzi

But thisc torm weo not wopd to denoto the cowhaobie
tant articon groups omong the tridnls, Thoso non.tridal
aﬁ&aan gm:m wore cnotoo, liko pottors, blaockemiths,
veavors, bockete-pekors vhe aleo had shared the tono fate
economically and soslelly. The Mundao aceoptod them as
so=inhabitonts, R.E: Boro 1e of the opinion thot not
only thosoe srtisan groups dut mony Hindus, %oo, who hove
cottled down for long ond consider themselves ng the sons
of this coil should B¢ includod in tho torm “Chotanng»
purians’ rather thon othnlc torm *tribals'., Henoe, K.S.
Singh oone to the forpulation of the torm like 'Fron
Ethnicity of Reglonnlien', In Ranchi dictrict, only
56,085 was the tribal populotion according to 1971 census.
Tho articun groups, of course, have lived cide-dyeoide in
tho mame villege for gonomtmna and “with vwhom thoy have
dovolop cd o symbilotic relationship to such an oxtont that
thoy have heoone & part and paresl of the hroader tribal
poodoty. Thorafore, thoy ore not categerimed op 'Diku’
acnamny.az But if even tho long settled oppretcors are
incinded ao *Chotonogpurians' athe banie purppsoe of the

gnasinand i (fienyod

£ Diku among the

21, Sinhno, S5.C. gt gl.."The concept o
Tribes of Chotanagpur in flon in Indla, Vol. &9,
Nos 2, :9691 P 12%.
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The teym 'Diky’ ¢ tokon for what it moans, crcates

~ further d4difficulty. If thls term meons ‘opproscore’ them.
thore are in the same tribvel community those who hove
otonomically buceno ﬁaher‘ ond keop opprecoing tho tribdals,
They aro ealled ‘inner dikus', Sits Kanta Hshopoten wrote
on artielo on “The Incider Diku”® eixpoting thio fpot thot

- guch ;Bﬂpié wore ceiled so bocmusy of the growth of populate
tion ond inoresning wealth within thoe dommunity, 23 Thio
point éhauid bo token for serioun consideration. If one
dny 'Jhemnand' io gmmefd@, ic thore any pguarantoa that the
tritnl cocloty could bde totnlly froo from tho dikus and
opprecsors? The present trend in the teibel ooclety |
indicote othorvise,

The point io corrobornted by the prasent condition
in the partys There are pony factions whlch indicoto a oclear
Inck of unity and cormon fdoclogy. They aro no oorc committed
Yoodors to the tribal ceueo. In the last quarter of 1977,
vary cuddenly & pushroun 6f orgenizstions oprong wp in
Jharkhond all esking for a egpurste o¥te, Theoo prominent
onders werc Lalit Oraon, the then forest Idniotor in Dihar
- Cobinot; Hrs. Johanawa, Knrtlek Oroon, Baguen Sumbarn) end
Sibu Soren. But lator on due to nllurononts and coorolon
fyom the Karpurl Binlotry, ond thelr inhorent wioknoss, the
orgemisations broke up and disappesred, 24

| N Ii?m o TBe bt iionta, “Tho Inad mk;.t? v
" in %ia, Vo:f 56? Ia*!éd. gaﬁ?ga:gg; zm,;;’.%ﬁaa.

2k, Arun Sinhe, "Tenoions Nounting on Jhorkhand', in
Sunday, Sopt. 17, 1978, p. 51,

N g g
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Laok of sany idéaiugy in tho povonont ic Intrinoie
woskness in thoe demnﬂ for n sopornte mat.é*, Thol lenders
have never ceriously tricd to plon the stratosy and loy
out tholdeology for Jhaﬂ:ﬁnna; This 1g the roacon vhy
thoy aro swayed by any blggor party and osoily bought w
~ by othor to the grest rosentment of the peoplo, 7Thus,
the focus on tho t#ibal nnd commmitrorion prodlems
gots blurrod and evon diverted, The sseliloto botvroon
their powepwntoking dooirs and commitmont te tho porty
policy.

The publie Lo loso oducotod with regard to the
eleetion and the valuo of votes, Though Hul Jhorkhond
hao built rapport in Sontel Pargans onmly 14,199 wore awore
about it vhile 294737 wero aware of the Qoﬁgmam Anong
tho hundas, 44,125 wae avhre of tho Congross and only 32.55%
wore aware of Jharkhond, 64445 of tho Orsons Imow Gongress
thile only 11,115 wos awore of Jhorkhand, Tho Ormone soomed
to s moro attracted towards tho ruling Congrocs, dus to tho
lato Kartik Oraon. Tho highor svereness porcentace was
secn apong $he Dundap (32.355).%% Yet tho int
other portios wao noticondle, In the Assenbly bywelection
on 29th November, 1981, Karis Ilunda, won electod go Bed.P.
condidate fron Khijri Conotituonecy, lt,aafeating his Cong.(I)
rival Sgvana Lekra by 3000 voten.

25, Sachchidonansda- Tribol vetor in Dihow,
op. oit. p. 28,

qagion of
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Apong tho w:ml population only 35.93° voted for
Cong,. (1) and 23.81% for Jharkhand. Apong tho urban populo-
tion 31 .,zsﬁ votod for Congrosn bHut 50.005 vobop £or Jharw
- khend. The industriol waﬁkera wors 37.29% and 33.909% for
Congs (1) and Jharkhend rospectively. This 1o agoin
on ovvious slgn that the Jhorkhond porty hao dogodno thnt
of the urban (50%) and industrinl (33.90%) cot wp. Religion-
wise 30.605% noneconverted veted Lor Cong.l ond 33,215
for Jharkhand, 507 eonverted voted for Cong.d and 20,950
for Jharkhand. This is snothor gvidoace sgainst Ssohoridae
fiandn, that Jharkhond would be n Christian State, 12 grented?S

with tho divergonce of pufpnae tho poreontoge of
voting olso kecps changing. This 1o obviouo from the
folloving toble s |

Teido | nenimd pm&ﬁi«- Actunl portiote
gation pation
Santnl o7 0427
fundn | 983% o0
Cxaon 97.70 05.2%
Ho 79*57 93: 55
Rural 89.18 75,88
Urban 100,00 B87.50
zminamal 100,080 3’% 28

Ecmrcm Sachaﬁidamnda - Tribal Votor in LinGrs p, 50, |
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sepa%ﬁa ‘Jhorkhand wes tho main focun Loy the
'hi-g}xast’ porcentago of tribal voting, 'but. aftor morgor they
proforred Congress for other lssuc conneeted with the tridal
welfare, The gop botwoon tho dooirod participotion and the
getunl participotion wop bigeest among tho [umdas (98,5375
69,707%) end tho cmsllost omong tho Oraons (98.783 « 95.249).
Thero wore sono ressons glven for not voting., Thoy wore
- not intorogted any mere, loot felth in tho porty omd in
ito ggonls Some otherp Myccs%ed the pollina.

Tho reason for such o movement has been bacicolly
ccononle. To mchievo this tho tribnls adopted political
posns and even vent to thoe point of diclonce, But sincs
thoir scononic grievancos wores not vedrossed in tho given
cystonm of gowemamg thoy optod for g cocond altamntive
1.6, o ooparato otote for Jharkhand, NMehaowotn Dovi
wrote in the Jew Republis on this point s "Thnt thore is
no longer any ¢ribol right over foreots, thot noney lenders
have boon unourping tribal lond, ond thot minoral resources
hove brought progpority to the area but not to be tribalsS..s
Undor such conditions, tho demond for & sepnrate otote a

onlled separatiot,*?’

27+« Dovi Dohaswota, “Jdharkhand gote s High Prisctess®,
in the New Ropubllic, Aua. 15, 1984,
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This hon boon the core«point of the wholo tridbal
povemont in Jharkhand srsa. The Jharkhandic vanted to
rostoro tholr ccon omic smd socisl cystems, thus cecurs
and pointain thelr idontity. Tho politicol posourss in
the present situstions have doon tormed *Antlesocial®,
"Separatists®, "Naxalitos® by tho govornment and thoy
aro not gpared by the poliee forto. The four police
firinge vhich have boon mentioned carlier in this ahaptez?
bonr witness, Tho Jyoti Basu Govt, not only hep oppocod
tho Jharkhand activitios in the district of kidnapore but
aven banned voluntary sgencles to work among tho poor
trivalis. Thioc way politicol porties sre out to ozplolt
the trivale for thelr end, The adivasis, today, in this
democratio India, continuc to B¢ opprossed, now porhpas,
pore subtly, oystemotically ond politically, behind the
policien of tribal welfare, integmtimA gnd acsicilation
in the mainstream of nations) 1ifo,
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In the foregoing chapters we have analytically
examined the set of processes which were instrumental
for the adjustment and retentien.of tribal identity among
the adivasis of Ranchi district, and Chotanagpur division,
at large, Sociologists and particularly the anthropologists,
have tried, in the past,; to situdy the transforming process-
es among these adivasis applying various conceptual models;
such models.were Sanskritization,lGhristianization,
Modernization, Industrialization, Urbanization, Assimila-
tion, Detribalization etc.l In the mid 19608 the issue
connected with "Detribalization' caused stirs in the
district of Ranchl when Mr. Kartick Oraon, the then
Gongress‘M.P., elegted from Lohardaga reserved constitu-
tency, introduced & bill 4in the Lok Sabha claiming that,
the tribals who had been converted to any religion other
than their own tribal religion, should be considered tribals
no more and the privileges given to Scheduled Tribes should
cease to apply to them. The bill was never passed but the
event put many social scilentists to study the phsnomenon
more deeply.

To understand the process of detribalization and to

evaluate 1t properly, it is negessary to define 'tribe’.

1. Hazel Lutz and Ram Dyal Mund, "Tribal Change and
Development” in the Passing Scene in Chotanagpur,
Ed. Dash Sharma, op, cit. pp. 82-100.
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Actording to mma, thore aro ¢wo ways of
potting obout in semrch of o dofinition of tho torn trive,
The first is to oxamine tho oxinting definitions vhich
hove been workod out on gencrsl considorations. The
soeond 16 to anplyse the specific conditions in Indio and
to £ind sut tho attridutes whieh are distinetivo of
groupst conventionally rogarded ag %ﬁ&ema

"The trive 58 a soslety having n olear lingulsctic
toundary and gonerally o goolledofined pelitionl boundery,
1t 48 within tho lottor that ‘rogulsy doterninate wayo of
noting® are foposed on ito membors. The tribo alvo hae o
cultural bo undayy, nmuch loos poll definod, and thio io
tho genorol frace for the memé,.‘ the folkwaye, tho forus)
and informn) interactions of those mombers®.” Thio
definition conforms folrly well €6 then ususl toxtebook
definition of a tride,

Botolle soeng to givo loes importancs o cultural
boundory bocouse nocording to hin, £icld-voriors throughout
tho world have realicod that no iron wall oxlaotco whore one
aulture bia‘im ond onothor onds, Com—onnoos of culture io
very much & quostion of dogros, Cloarly, thon, tho popition

L

2+ Botellle Andro, "Iho Dafinition of Wribo® in Tride,
Cante and Rolipgion, cod, Romoch Thakur, 1977,
Neeruts pp. Te=il,

3' Xhidi P 10,
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of a ‘common oulture' oon hardly be considered ac &
primory oriterion in domoreating the boundery of o
& Anothor
oharnotordstic of o trive ic ito primitivences, The
suthey dismiesop thic aleoo by saying, “this nlseo 4o
somewhat micleading, since nene of thoso attributon
is universs) among tridal coclotiop or, for that matter
sroinsive Yo thon, Thoe sdne pay bo said of tho ccokopgiconl
nharacterizatian\af‘tr&bﬁsts Thoy do not nossosarily live
in feslotod hillo and forostn., Tridol sociotion have been
knowm to flourieh undor sil kinds of ccolegleal gonditions,

trido, or of any sceloty for thet nattor.

The ideal-typleoal definition of a tribe is worked aut'
by Beteillo thum "The tride as a vocloty with a pollitical
1inguietio, and s @onovhat vaguoly « dofined eultural
boundarys Surthor as s cociéty baoood upon kinship, wvhore
soodal stratification Lo a%aeat“,é

According to tho author, therefore, in today's Indila
tribvoo vhich anower to the anthropologiot’s conceoption of
tho 1deal typo aro roroly to bo fourde Evon the €¢erritorial,
political, linmdetioc ondeultursl doundardics oro bdoing broken
grodunlly. There 1o nothing oxelunively {tribal in these
sphares., Tho procoss of *give ond take' has boen continue
ously true in the cese of the Indian triben, Tho tribes are

L .
&, Ibid., p. 10,

g« Ibid, p. 13,

» zbid’ Pl 13"
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entoring into the industriasl preductive system of
coonony. Distinetiono on tho basis of wealth hove

bogun to appoor in tribols sociotion which wore unotroati.
fied ot one timo. The trives are finding o new identity
in changing conditionn, Thoprocens by which tyibee have
beon transformod is g historical onc. And only by going
inte the antecodontn of g group dan one say whother or not
1% should bo congidered oo a tribe, "

Constitution Opdey 1950 declarod 212 tribon lovoted
in fourtesn Statos as "Scheduled Teidbes”y I¢ o portinent
26 point out thot no single oritorion hos boen hitherto
adopted to digotinguich the tridal population fron the non-
triba) population, However, 1f we have to Yook for common
© footures in the purest of tribal groups, which have been
rvopioting atoulturation oxr absorption, we find tho
following se

1+ They live away from the civiliged world in tho most
inaccesoible parts of both forests and hillay _

2, They delong either to one of tho threo otooks « Negriton,
Auptrololds or Longoloids;

3« They opeak the camo tribal dialeoty

4, TThoy profess o primitive religlion kmown as *Animion’
in which worship of ghosts and spirite ioc tho most
important alement) |
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5.

6.
7

8,
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They Zollowe primitive oceupations such so gleoning,
hunting and gfathérzng of forest producey

Thoy are largely carnivorous or flesh or meat eanters;
They are oithor nokod or somlensked, using the tree
barke ond losves for olethingy and

They have nomadic hadbits and o love for drink and
dange,?

| | | 8
Verricy Elwin divides the tridbes into four olasses,

The Anthropologiots ond vorkers whe not at tho Tribal
Volfare Committoo, ot Caleutta ouzgestoed the following
claoeificotionn of tho exioting triboo

{1)

(2)

(3

(4)

Trival sommunities or thooo vho aro ofill confined to
the ordginal forest havitats end follow tho old pattern
of Yifo;

Somi-tribal communities ox those whoso haove more or
lens sottled dovn in miral sreas and have tohen to
agriculturg and allled ocoupationsy ‘
Acoulturated tribal conmuniticse or thooa who have
nmigroted to urban or oonleurbdban arens snd are engagod
in podern induntries and vooantiona and have adopted
nodern cuitural fmitm and

Totally sssioiioted ¢ribalo in the Indian Population,?

7. C.Bs HNamoria, Tribal Domography in Indla, Kitad lashal,

Allahobad, 1958, pp.2i«22, quoted in "Tribhes in Transition”
By AR Déaag. In gtibep aste and Rellgion, op.oit,p.i8.

8, Ibid, p. zg.
9+ C«B. Hurmorda, op. ¢it: ppe 22423,
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G4S. Ghurye, in MHis Dook the *Schodulod Tribes' in
Chapter II (Assinilationsl Stresses ond Straing) hae divided
the tridep into ¢throo clasben:s

Firot, cuch Gections of them as the Raj Gonds and
others vho have succonsfully fought the batdtlo, and are
rocognised as membors of fairly high otatus within Hindu
cocletyy Second, the large moss that has beon Hindulged
end hes somo in olosor contact with Hindus) and third, the
hill woctions, which have exhibited tho greatost pover of
rosiotonea to tho slion ¢ultures that have prosned upon
thoir dorder, 10

Theno attampto to clonsify tho tribal cocliotios are
the obtwvioun ovidoncop to prove that thore would not bo one
single dofinition, so comprehennive so to encorpass all
tho oxinting Trivos, Secondly, the tribale thomselves
are passing through tho stoges of oultural devolopments
(A:Rs Dognl), Tho tribale (Adivacis - Oraon, Dunds end
Khoria) moro or leps como in tho 2nd ond 3rd clagoos
 necording to Ghurye’s 1is%, Whilo on the one hand menyy
adivasis have chifted to urban gentres and indusirion
tho groator majority otil)l otay in the villoces as
sottled pgriculturists.

-~

10. Ghyryo, G.3. The Scheduled Tridbes, Popular Book
Dopt.s Bonbay. 19594 Ds 23s
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The tribala of Chotonagpur havé slwayo boen open to
adjuot to chonging soituations, He tride to-day onn exnist
in compleote feoleation, There ic & dogree of intogration
and adjustmont, For non-adjustment of sony tribe would
bo possible only at tho coet of its extinction, (Tho
t#ib0e of Chotanagpur ond Ranchi district havo poooed the
primitive stages and coped with the modern inductriel
world which brought thom &n contoet with the nonetribal
groups. Whilo on the ono hand the axﬁcﬁﬂ, fundnn, ond
Kharsas have boom infiucnoed bu such outeide eulturos they
are for fron boing oboorbed fully into them. Theto tridals
£all in the Lourth group. According to Stephoen Pushs,
oA fourth an 4 porhaps most ioportant group it formed by
those tribves wvho 1live in morc compact and mmcrically
atrong conmunitios., They have developed como dogreo of
tribnl eonsgelovencne, ond meet nometribalo on n moro o
loos aqtal footing, Thoy rofusc %0 be complatoly ahbpoorded
by nonetribal culture end oeefety, In central Indio, the
tribon of Chotonatpur beleng ¢o thie g:aqp.ti

The yofusnl to be complotely absorbed by n&n»%ribal
culture Smplics on thoons hand ohangas in cortain Sraditional
tridal chorasgtoristie fonturos and on the ¢thor tho rotention
of a cortain amount of the indigensus axdturc. Tho identity

socording Yo Schay, consleolc in gglf-lgage, Lall=-umiinasion
' iy el ot ok : . " i e

11, Stophon Fucls, Contral India Trives, in Coote
Trivos and Roliglon, op. olt. pp. 50.
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and their rﬁlﬁ%i&nﬁh&p with other groups, tUhnt o ¢ribo
thirite about itoelf con be explained by anslyscing the
etynologleal meanings of thoe names one bearsc. For.
instance, the word *Naega' measng *Hilimen', 'Hore' for
the tiindes mesns the ‘man' and "Kurukh® means o
Sultivators® for the Oraons. In every tridbe there is o
logend troocing tho origin of the same,

. The traditionn‘rﬁiatiﬁa thelr original charnotorw
isties. In this connection, 5.C. Roy has narrﬁtad e
iegand phout %he origin of tho Wagedenel Rajlo among the
Bundas, vho wos traditionaily a tribtal chicftain. Accord-
ing %o Hortin Orans (1064) guaipeiend snottins, andesamy,

ot trinnl raliaion culty d tragdiction erc the distin-
guishing foatures of tridbel fdentity. In this context
Foonversion to another falth would smpunt to detribalipa-
tion ... Conversion is the ossapo from renlity, the

renlity of being & tride and, & §eraon on conversion
completely dieowne the tribol ruiigian ard it noy safedy

be sald that detribalisation a3 preerequisite to canversionziz

Yhile the Tana Bhagets modelled thelr now roligion
puch on the Hindu puritanistic observences, they ore not

e * -

12, Quotod by K.N. Sahay, in the Artiolo *Twibal Saff-
: inoge and Identity", in Identity and Intoraction,
'gdibs'cﬁgngbfﬁ gi u9.£ﬁl§o rsf; Kgpggkxoraan.
‘Tribve gnd Trivallsm, in Journal o ¢lal Research
Vol. III, Ho.1-2, 1964, pp. 36=52. '
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strictiy'ninduu‘bncéﬁaa‘tﬁcy otill bdeliove in the
suprome spirit of the tribsls.'Dharmes’ and do not ooll
Brahimns to officiete at thelr rituals. Thie is the
poeason why Philip Bkke, who wroto his dootoral thosie

on the "Tana Bhagat lovemont® did not categorise thenm

s Hindus, Tans Bhaogat moveront was not strietly o
process of "Sanﬁkritizatian*. but was more 6 rovitolisa.
tion of 2 culture emerging from socls~tconcnic prossures,
It wae not juet 8 rﬁligiaua rovenent but also o pollitical
ono in nature, R. Olivc Dhen described tho noturs of
the movoment in these wordss "Tans DBhogat wes thoe new
faith, vhich assured i%s followers that it vas only
'thrnugh the worghip of Dhuormoe and by folleuing cortain
préacritadxpa%%erna ¢t behoviouvr thet they would bo adle
to fight the oppreseive Jamindars, money.lendors, and
the new land laws,*3

K+H, Sahsy, however, im his study ef tho Hindu
Impoct on the Tribsle®, hos highliighted tho Hindu g
relligious eloments ignoring thotrsditional rosiduesn,
end thus deliborntely foreed. The conclusion thet the
Shogets worc totnlly Hinduxﬁad.‘3a The Hindu clemonts

13. R 0. Phon, "Tribsl Lovements in chptanaga]ur”,
in Dipsont Protest ond Reforn, cd, S.C. nnjik.
1977, p. 204,

13a, Sphay K.l., "Hindu Impoot on the Tribals®, in
the Pamolng Seefe in Chotanagpur, op.cit.pp.56 f£f,
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wére found gore in the Bighnu Bhagats, Kedirponthis and
¢he Bachchiden Bhogats but whether they were totslly
Hindulzed is open to question, One reason is %o
question whether the Hindu hierachy hee accepted them

as sush, The same author, however, hes a 4Aifferent
imnge of the Tana Bhagats who begon 8 now wl&g&um
originally oslled the Eurukh.Dhearam (original religion
of the Orsong), *Unlike ether Bhagat mevemonts, the Tana
Bhagat is cherasterisged by the inclusion of strong scolel
and economic ndjinotmenta®, 1h

*Proneeding aconording to the rationele that these
gods were in reality not Opramon, dut alien delities that
had been imported from Munda religion, the originators
of the Tans Bhagat movenent embaried on & programme of
proselytisation ﬁnd agitation for the exorcism of the
foreigh spirit. 7 he oult emphasisdd a return to original,
or real Oramn religion which consequently became known
a8 the Kurukh ﬂham’ts. Regurn %o the original religion
by purging the present one is also evident in the study
of Phillp Ekxka, “the new cultists not only sbandoned the
worship ut the BMutg, dut thoy expelled them out of the
sountry m:sh a8 mags exoreism...”, From thely endless

mpeﬁﬂom of "tam ‘baba tana”, (pull out f&'&‘hﬁl‘g pull out),

L o e i

18, KN, Sahay. Himm Ispact on the Tribals’ op,oit,

Ps 59,
15. Guoted by KN, Sa inia fron
3 Roy 84Cs, 152;! 3%;253* ) " ¢ 9e 5
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in their exorcism hymns, the now culticts gome to be
nicknamed "Tang Bhagato” by the autaidarﬂ"-.w

‘Birse Dharam (1895) wae & similar mﬁvemem'wh;lah
had both the religlous end politicsl eloments in it, This
movement was meant to expel the foreignors and exterminate
the nissionaries and the landlordo, At this point a
parallel could be drawn ameng three well known $ribal
movements, As early as in 1885 the conversion movement
of the great misoionary. PFather Constang Licvens, aimed
at ’pur's.&ng tho tribsl religions bollefs and liborating
then from the foap of spiritn, He esnpeignod agoinst
the excesses of the landlerdn and the policeo, In 1922
the Bhagat mwemm asperted the need of purifying the
trivel religlon by casting out the lowor spirite in
preference to the ecuproeme epirit, the Dharmes. The
movenent, porticularly the Tona Bhegat, insisted on
driving out the inferior spirite and the oppressors,

In 1895-1900 the Birsa povement stood for thp purity of
roligton and driving out foroligners, missionaries and
lendlords (dikus),l? |

The Birea Dhorma has assumed much of Hindu practices
but conld not be totally Hindu, for the Bircites have

16, Ekka Philip,"Revitaliet movement among the Tridals
of Chotanagpur®, in Ixd 3 ALk ’
‘. op» A L. D b27.

17. This triple parallel was mnalytically buidt by A.Van
.Bzxem, the present Director of Catholice Cooperative
m ﬁm Ranchi, This wos obtained in an interview
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gtrongly protested pgaingt the Dikus who ware all Hindus
at that time, The argument of K.l» Sharma that the Birsa
Dharam was pore & social movement and not a new religion®,
hes heen rofuted by Sechohidansnda pointing ito roligious
gharseter, In fact even to this day there ore pecple

in ocortain pochots of Funda regiong who mmity there
.gelven oo followers of Birse Rellgion. Wo can oay,
thérefm. that & chenga over fo another falth may not
pean sutting off ontirely from one's traditions and
culture, It may seck & neov identity in tho process of
adaptation and asoulturation,

01ive Yhan has otudied the sopreh for & new tridal
identity through the growth of political conmciousness
gong the tribdele of Chotonagpur end Renohi dintriqt.‘a
Through the orgonization of Jhorkhand Movement and other
eoclo-tconomic procosses, major changes have occurred in
the troditionsl soclow-political system of tho Orasn
community. Through Jharkhend movement they have
oneouraged the growth of nationslicm ameng the <eibes
of CGhotanmagpur, Urban conditions oncourange the creation
of tiez sutting ecroce trital affilietions, Aceording
to the some author, Jharkhand hae brough? ruvpl and urdas

"

18, Dhan, Olive, R,; Theoe are Tridesman, G.E.L
* PX‘QI;; Rﬁ:ﬁﬁi’.g‘im.b i b

® ® K.L. Shorma, *Jhorimend Sovement in Bihar® E.P.W.,
Vol.X1, Nog,ie2, Jan.10, 1996,p. 37-43.
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- Chrigtion tridals and onon-Christisn tridbals and its
sympathisers together. It hes orcated wider Adivasi
imoge and a new tridel solidarity. Dhen hes & reason-
sble ground for argument since she has focussed on the
emergence and formstion of a new identity which is wider
and nore inclusive, |

Diiwar Hano, o prominsnt tribdal leader and Anglicen
‘Bishop stressed vory mich the possession of land as
eeoential for the tribal identity. The attaochzsnt to
the land has beon oxpressed torsely, *We havebeen in
this lend of ours since the dawn of history, Our
records of »ights are not in papor and ink our burial
and memorial atones prove our waa.eaﬁi@nm Consequently,
we love this land of ours with ardent love which
gannot be compared with the love of it by others,°i?

He deplored the rising and spresd of Industries at the
toat of trikal land, %We have seen thone artistically
terraced rico~fieold, builteup with the loving labour

and precious oweat of gencrations of our ancestors,

slip out of our fingers inte the posseenion of othors
glving place to modern industries. We have clung to our
ancestral land becouse land hao boen our 1livellihood,
without which wo hed no 1ifo ond 1ivelihood ot a11®,20

NIRRT NSO

19. Ruoted by K,N, Sshay in'Tribal Sclf Image and
' Identicy®, S)‘Qn ¢:l»‘8?ypu. 50, '



180

It 1o Loportent to rocall what has boon otated earlier
that lond fo not Just on economic meset to tho tridtals

~ but it io nlso & synbel of social) snd rellgious status
in socloty. Tho Khuntkotidars smong the Hundas and the
Bhinhoaris among the Ornons wers 1like the landloxds, who
m:m regarded highest in the villege soclety. Tho Fahan,
tshto and Pujer, the villoge officie} heado wore olocted
from among them. _

Kartik Oreon gvelved o roughtp test on the 20618 of
shich one can Judge vhother o communlty was o trite or
had geased to be £o.o%  According to him these were the
ensential features of the tribas of Chotanagpur and
Ranehi district.

1. The place of inhabitate e not necensarily hills or
forests beosuse wa find the settled sgriculturicts
deslling in the plains,

2, The practice tridal ondogany and olan exogamy.

3: They prufecs the tribdal roligion (Animiwm)®.

b, They wust have difforent rank and otatus and 5ot
having a conmon rank,

S« Thoy adﬁq_x*a to teidal cuwlture and tradition.

e

21, Ovaon Kartik, °Tribos and Tridvnliem of Imdia®,
in Journsl of Soninl Research, Vol, VI, No.{e2,

¢ = The religion "Animion” Lo too vast in lto neaning.
It im tho torm uped to cover the miscellainy o
Superotitions vhich provall aoong primitive h‘fbas
in all parts of the world, But the more preelas
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6. They muot have a common problem copmon affinity,

eoumon defence, aspirations and should have their

sommon ege for maintaining ﬂiﬁ trivel culture and

tradition.*? |

Thege are the six text-stones provided by Kartik

who pade the iooue of detridalisation a politicsl one
in the lste oixties,

\/ﬁmﬁm@y, if a tribe was vonverted to snother

fuith, his converslon ampunts to detribtelisation. He
~ 'was excommunicated, Convorsionm, according to test No.3,

wae therefors, the eptaps from ronlity « the reslity of
Boing & tribe end u poreen on conversion complotely
disowns the tridal reiizion and it aony safely e said
thot detribniization wmo a prorequisito to comversion,
Therefore, it woo obwious that o tribe mﬁt have boen
dotriveliscd vefore boing converted under the canon of
trivaiiem,

Ag soon g8 the pergon was converted, he geve up sll
his tridol culture and tradition, ¥insle has rouchly
analysed ouiture under seversl heads, for instance, %ools,
art, or ritusls and we £ind that nothing is left in common
with the trides on conversion. Social customs and rituels,

ey o R A, s ———

22+ Kartik Opeon = ap&&t. pp. B3,4b,

te toim for the roliglon of Ranchli Tribuls is
Sarana Dheran, It certeinly is not equoted
with ‘5111231.%"1




182

for Instonce, with ropard to Brth, death and marrioge
ware complotely abandoned by the oonmvorts, Thorofore,
o convert 4ld net stand, tho fest of unity of tribel
sulture and tradition, |

Acgording to test No, 6 anfter conversion & convert
booame & now man and won made part end perenl of that
partisvlar falth to whioh he had been converted which wos
o hetorogenious community pade up of converds from
péherents of difforent raugism difforent guliture and
trpdition ond could therufore hove any common offinity,
conmon defence and common sepiration end ogo for naintaine
ing tho tridal culture and %mdi‘kian.{ A eamm. therefors,
sovered all Mo enmeum:ma with the trivel and would no
longer be considercd o Bo the 1ife ana 1ink% of the
tride, Ko was to be ozconmumionted according Co the
conons oé trivellen, 22 According to him "a trive is o
trive in Just the samo way s a Hindu 1o o Hindu, a
Christion 1z @ ﬁhrie’ﬁian ond & Musiin i o !aumima:’

Any mwhriaﬁm, noveiindu, nonelusiin, ron-Budist is
dba. Only a reod tribe should be ineluded in the

3.5 ot of tho meduc& Teivos, Gamtﬁ.tuﬂou doeg not

pm‘vma a pamre M‘ Indlan Chrictions %o mer the

o " - o

zt»: :ma: P %8,
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! .
yealn of "Scheduled Tribe®, Whore L& the pacgport
for Indlan Chrictiang to enter the field of “Scheouled
Teiben®? I8 thore a lear mtification to ﬁha affect
thot Indian Christisnc on cesmation of privileges meant
for them in presindepondence sge would be considored as
*Scheduled Trivos®,25 |

These were the arguments whish sorved the basis
for the introduction of the Bill of Detribaligation of
the Converts (portisularly of Chrintian converts) in the
Lok Satha Sm 1968, and the same provided the duewprint
for hie elootion campeimn on ihe‘ Congrece ticket, strongly
supported by the Bana Sangh Party.

It has been remarited by K.R. Sahay that Eartik Orson
developed & poush losk of tritalisp. I anyons wore to
look for a sociel solaontint's critical end scientific
amiya&g of the toplc, X'who was aware of the problematios
of the samo and understands the deeper implications of
h.tu gtatenent, he would certsinly be disappointed, for
mst readers wonld pass off the suthor's approach o gore
polotical than solentific in nature, Kartik Orson
wae 8 shrewd politician beyond doubt,

¥hile Kartik Orson provided the toushegtone of
tridaliem, spetially of the Adivasie of Chotanngpuyr and

L

25. Ibid, p. 28,
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- Ronchl district,; he wos not awars of the very problsn
of detormining a uniform definition of a 'tribe' which
wee disgussed at the  beginning of this chopier, Vhile
Andre Beteille ignored the torritorisd and lingulstio

bountaries of a tride he emphosised the cultural
uniformity more which aloo was difficult to find,

| Ironically, Rartlk Oraon himself would bLe the first
one to vislsta the conons of tribalism Bullt by himvelf,
He would not be pble to stend the tests he has set up.
Hyron Volner wrote, “Kertik Oraon came to symbelize this
noew pai&uﬁml foree in Chotansgpur, that 10, those tribep
who sought the support of Bihari Hindus and who spoke
of "integrating” thamaélvas inte Bihar by acsertingthe
Rindu identity. He oxplieitly calls himself a Hindu,
wears & longetrend tt%’i%bm:n the contre of his head
in the manner of orthodox Hindus, and io reportedly
gupported by Hindu politiciane not only in ﬁmgrﬂsai but
in Jona Sengh oo well, He is known oritic of uslims,
und freely ottackse luslim politiolsns, s gesture intended
to ootablish further his Hindu ldentdty.*2® Re proved
himoelf more of a shrowed politicisns and leasw of an
anti-Chriotion by causing a oleavage bBetwesn the converted
and the non-converted tribal middle claes, Thus the Congress

Party won the suppert of the non-Christisn tribals through

A

e

oBimstipms

26, velinor liyron, Sons of the Seil,op.cit. p.|92
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Kartik Orson vho oponly identified himeeld with Rindu
Infle. If Chyisticnination has olionated and done
hars t0 the tribal copnunity, the Hindulsed and tho
Hirndu influenced groups of Kartil Oraon hove nlicnated
and horped the tribel community Bo less,

Rartik Oraon betrays tho caste-biased view in
vogarding tridvallen fdonticel with religlon, For o
Hindu thore could not do sny othey veligion dut Rinduienm
just as Islam 35 for p Nuslim. This Lo not the cose with
the tribe. 4 tribel is not identificd with o religion,
Por, in Hinduiem there is no poelal mobility bdocouse of
the closed hierorohical syctem, But in a tridbol such
pore so in the modern times, thore ic soeial mobllity
because of agonomy and Gecupotions,

Kertik Oraon contradlcets hincelf on tho gqueotion
of resexvation policy for tho Scheduled Tridoes, for while
he olaims the privileges of regorvation on tho tribal
ground, he debars the converted Christians from such
previleges on the economic ground, N, Ninj agress with
others on the oconomic ground t-g reservations whioh is
implied by Kartik Ornon,. In an interview with Lyren
Weiner, Nirma) Minj confided to him, "Personally I anm
in favour on cconomic oritéria for reservation, I do not
see why there should b rowervation for me or for Haortik



186

Oraon, Let our children compete againat the none
trivaie. 27 .

\/\/xn a runber of intexrviews with somo lmportant
tribol personniitics, lyron Weiner exposes the oxioting
nyinis, s Bveon the oduoatod tribels find 1t & probdlem to
ldontity themssives as tritals, But howsver much they
may Be edunnted thoy have to identify themselves with
the community they beleng te = as Oraon, Lunda, Khorde
or Ho » Hewever much thoy might profor to thivk of them.
- selves so Christian, Hindu, or oven lawyer, teacher or
sinioter, But thore oxlsts a fecling of rocentaent in
the mindo of the advonced tribale for, vhilc they ore
successful in ccoronlc sphere, thoy ore denicd tho
rospect thoy deserve ond instond are looked down upon
by the non=tridale., These rospondents have a very wrong
notion of a tribe which has created o cense of humiliae
tion and consequently an identitye.oricis in thelr minds,
This soncept, indeed, would incur chame on onyone eince
thic is = notion at theoriginal ntoge of evolution of
culture according to tho earlier anthropologists, But,
though "everyone in the world once belonged to b tride”,
the prosent tribvals heve gone far ndvanced with modern
tachnology and socisl orgenigations, The Gormans,
Belglens, Freneh, Angle Soxons, have evolved from the
primitive Europesn tribdes. Now thoy are no rore cnlled

ac i i L - e
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as trides dut they otill maintain thelr ethnicity even

~ 4n the most developed Buropesn countries., While they
are dotribolized in thelr structure and practice, they
hove developod themselves in oocordoncs with the modern
times, naintaining the inner {ribalism (ethnisity).

Total ioolotion of a2 tribe) would meon its axes.mm./

Detribalisetion acaoxding to the notion glven
above is o nepessity., “We belleve in detribalisation.
 Some people went us to be proud of being tridal, They

ooy thet we ghould carry on the old culturess«we should
' make rice beer, (wine) v we should get drunk, we should
eleep on o mat on the floor. I am mere intorested in
vhat we ehould change than whot ve chould koep”s”"

. 3% we Jook into the hiﬁ%mw of the tribolo of Renchi
ong Chotangapuy, we find two tronds emorgiag in tho
provoce of seorvh for identity. The fLirst trevad i
. rocession sewn In tho cnso of gone trides Yike the Birhor
and  the Korwar, whe recedo and icolate themsclves and
are witimately fnced vAth gradunl extinotion.??, Vidyarthi,
in his cese study of Birhors in Ranchi dlotyict, pointe
out meny rensons for vesieting developmontal procecs by
the Birhors while, it is not po strong mmong the Orsons,
thundse and Khardas, The latter are slroady peottied
sgrioniturists while ths Bivhor are stnl nv!.ng in leea

T 28, Ibid, p. 198s

29, Rof, L.Ps Vidyerthi, "Cultural faotors in Develop-
ment Processs A case study from Tribal Bihar, im
Han dn Jndis,

Voi 9693 Hog. Mg ﬂﬁc.i?ﬁ& pppglsjniﬁ?,
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end £ind their cubsistonce therein, They still hold

%o tho jJungele-oulture, ond onything, whieh interfers
with thoir customery woy of 1ife is otrongly resioted,
This strong reslotence by tho Birhor in Ranohi diotrict
drove thom back to tholr prisitive stage of life,

The socond trend, and moot important for our study,
13 thet of adapiing and mm&ng for a now identity in )
the shanging conditiong, This search for a new dentity
is seen both in roligious movements ae well me in political
spheres, The Bifass Dharna, Tana Bhaget mwmen?,sﬂ Senakir-
tization, Christisn conversion movement, sll these are
offorta %o sook 8 vew ldontity sither by ﬁm;fying the
6ld religion and edopting new ones or totally shandening
the old end adopding g new falth, or redisvovering the
‘ﬂlem‘za ofnow Lalth in tho old. In the age of medernigae
tion ond change, ?thase groups tan not repein wmefocted,

These gmaéémay howover, ushoered large posle

structurel changos in tridal sosiety, This apparontly

wos understood as deotribalisation by meny authors, Joseph
Troisi has studfcd this prodlem of detribal!.aaﬁon in the
context of Ghristian Liissions emong the Santais in Bihsr,
Hie snalysie sceks to discover whether conversion was sn
integrating or an aliensting factor. According to him

' Chrimanmy vag not Just for conversion bub also for
mngea. %o dring the Mba:w to a higher form of ml&g&ous

o

301; Rwitailzatim or bessianic Dovements are n
tovprds regaining of the Geldm Ages :mzmw
of Burridge, Kenelm, New Heayen 5e _




189

consiofousness and 1iverhte them from iserable 1iving
gonditions. Thic conbined both humanitorden (soolal
Junties), ond evangelicnl objectiven., But thore wore
allegetions levelled that im ' onditiony ¢
poople lod to dotribalisntion, L.os Toaring apaw of the
corverts from thelr moral ond soclal senctions, Howaver,
it is undeniable thot toedoy the minsionarien hove ﬂ
undorstood the trivale and thelr religlen botter than
anyons oise.”t “roici now louded the missienaries for
tholr gontribution in carlching Sontsli lansuvoge and
1itorsture, Goromisg Phiﬁ.ipm a Baptiat pisoionary,
pudblished a bood, IxSroduekiion . to Santall in 1854, B.L,
Huzly wrote and pnhlished o wcawlary of Bontali language
in 1868, Horkaxan Merg Hapresio Roek. Kegbn {(Treditions
and Inatzi"m‘b&mu of the Ssm%aza} - B Bantai Dletiomry
wnss compiled by the micnionaries in 1887,%% Fp, 3.3,
Hoffmann the great Hissionary wrots the Buovglonpodis
Daderils in fourtsen volumes, Besldes, 1iko the nission-
arios st eny other place, they sorved the tribnie through
eduetion, medical carv, seclal and developnental worke.

Troisi, however, came to conolude that decaucn of
thriotisn gxplupivien and mmmm. the teivada in

b3 O weml: Jmmph, "cmﬁzxm hissionn mz Dew
trivalieation: Lyth or Roolity? “In Vidynilrvetd
(Jonmx of Tenclogicsl Raneeuan) ¢ Vez.m..:xx.
Ho, 10, Row, 19?97 bR« M’“

3ég Ihid, P t}??!
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Sawta)l Pragenne £e1t thomoolves $msloted from thoir own
4triba) community.

In order te protoet tho new falth of the sewwerts,
the plontonarieo regarded all tridal and orcactral opirits
an domors, the source of ull evil snd cremies of man,”
Thus, thoy were grelusivists. 7Thoy were porsmtivg in
approach. The Chrintisn Iissionaxics tended %o be highly
nornative in the pence thot they sat norms to control the
hohaviour of their converis, mot only within the roliglous
cphore, but aloo in of hor soelal mtﬁm.ﬂ" Dintinctive
tridal customss of cocloty wore controliled with o hoavy
hond, Drinking, dencing, assooiation {social intorsction),
vorchip, cocial dﬁstmm; tribal festivals ond obocrvances,
wore conocosred by the nissionaries, This shovo the
athnocontric bing of tho Piaslonnrioo, "mmiemriaa
terdod do Ldontify Chriutionddy with tholr ovn particular
culture ond ofton ovaluoted Sontel lave and ountons
cgeinct thio hackgrowmé, Chongs wao thorefore, unie
directionsl snd odoption if any was mindme1®.>®, Tnis
offcoted tribal unity. cbhoslen and solidarity. 4o e
result of Ghriction grsinniyenens 5y ‘
the convordo wers, by and lorgos beldng old

orinted from

$3. Ibid. p. 481,
b, Inid, p,. 882,
35 ¥ R!.‘lﬁ- 94 “ﬁg‘

ad
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their village communitios, lHorcover, converts booone
sotranged fron thelr own kinsfolk,

Tho discoveries and eonciusions of Tyvisi nppesr
spooific and exaggorstod,honce for from delnp wnmivercal,
Thore are equal nunbor of inctancos, 1f not more, of
radiscovering the values of tridal regigion, truditions
gnd values in the process of *Indigenization® rofoerred
to earlier, Such alicnating attitudes wora only in the
initinl stages of conversion, Secondly, Troisi has
oshuerved only the oxternsl aspoots of trits]l Sdentity,

another dimension oboerved in the progess of ree
pagserting an 4 redefining tridal identity was glven
through the polotical nmovements. Kumar Suresh Singh has
A stnd_ied the prodlem of such movements whisch gtarted on
sihnie craung dut was trancformed to rpplongliom. Betwoon
1020 and 1975 some distinot changes were noticesbie 4n
the behaviocur at pattern and there was & rice in Soerme
of ethnicity of a seporotist movement and ito Lrang-
formation ints a regional movement .36 The formulation
of o purely tribnl ethnisc movement (18906+1949) with the
ezpliiolt impulse of the Hisslonaries and Chriotion etudents
wan graduauy tmfomd into a pauﬂeal mm (1939)

36, Singh, K.S. "Pron Bﬁm&cﬂy to Roglonailiem A
Study in Tribal Politics and Movementis in Chotanage
pur from 1900+1975", in Tribdbal Situation in India,
op. ookt pp. 31?-'33%
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with strong reglonsl overtonoc, The rice of protow
nationalion wis transformed into submotionalieon,
pesking its Ldentity in political wnity. Acooxding
to B.K: Roy Burmen Chotsnagpur is cuprently gaaamg.
through o phase of protonatisnalion,

m the phase of g&%mﬁamnm new oynols etrike
root end en elite emorgo out with vested intorect in
consolidating the expandod identities of smoll cormunie
$icc., At thio stoge thore 1o sn orgeniped anttempt to
influence tho reglonel ond/or national merket, Protow
notionalisn has an othnie soul and a peglenni ‘body.—a?

 In this senso tho political oopoots of protenations.
1iom s reprosonted in differomt forms of Jharihand movew
nont seching a politicnl undty in the formation of
dnonantate nation. This unddy cartainly goes a step
beyam K4S, singh*a fernulations of ethnioity to reglonaliom,

Ing a strongly welfareeoriented state like India,
vhere demooracy coushes pluaralism and diversidied
patterns of 1ivelihood are provided, the tribdas partioularly
tend to decome Mﬂﬁuemateﬁ soclal entitien without 1b o

L o A . L

37. B«K« Roy Bnmsm 'Ethnh Rolations in
' chotsnaggur in the Passing Seene, op.olt,

R
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losoing their dlstinot ldentities, They bedone protos
Mfiﬁﬂﬁtga

Protonationslien has severnl faots, In itn coeial

© popost there 4o e continuoun redefinition of the voncepts
of diku {s}ien) and indigencus populntion. Tho politieal
agpoot Lo represented ao reforred to soriier, in
aifferent forms of Jharkhand movement, 3In 4¢0 oulturel
oppoct thors is o revivel of intoresto in tho teaditionsl
Zestivols on 2 grond gonle, m notional othos of welfare
gtate seems to have roinforaed the process,

In the foregoing pages wo hove cited the difforent
rotione and approachos to tyribalism and detribalisation.
ALl these approaches ore oleerly negative, in thot thoy
deseribe how n porticular tride hos loot 1to traditional
fonturos. J+Ce Mitohall, in hic nxticlo, "Porcoption of
Ethnieity and Ethnic Behaviour® hao distinguiched twe
levelo of tribalism,39 He hes dosoribod othnicity in
poriance with trivolion. “DLFLorenacs supponed or resl,
in the customs, bollefs, ond practices thot pro idontifies
as charascterictio of partioular saté of porsons have long
boen accepted so an‘ almost univerasal espect 0f huran

38, dJain, R.K. ®"Soolal Anthropology of Indisi Theory
and Method”, ZCSSR, Report 1981, pe 82.

30 Litohell, J.Ce, "Peraeption of Ethnicity and
Ethnic Dehaviours An empiricsl Explorstion® in
Urdan Bthnle;ty. ed, Abner Cohen, pp. 1=36,



104

behaviour. The awnronose of theaé'aifrarﬁngas-haa
baen roferred to ns natiomaiisn as trivelisn ﬁnﬂ; nore
genazaliy ae athuiaiiygh“

The moot remorkedle contridution which itchell
hos mode in this artisle is that of the doudle dintinstion
botuoen “@thnieit&* st & gonntruct of perseptun) or coe
gnitive pheoromons ond the ethnic group’ es o sonstruct of
behavioural phenomenn, and betwaen cormennense notion
and onalyticnl notion of ethnicity. This dictinotiomn
i, according to me, of prime importance to understond
the proeess of detribalisation. There is g difforence
between behoviour and cognitive structural phenomena,
In Plere slso oboerves this contradiotion betwoen pttitude
of the people regarding their race and the actusl behaviour
of the poople.

) The firet fenturo ¢ bo noted io that though due
(?0 industriolication ond wbsnication many more Adivasis
are flooding the c&tiﬁa, thore is o otructural detribali-
sation bdut tho gthon of. tridnl poraloda. aven in Lhe
Dog aituation.. This othoo of trivalism oy athn&city is
nenifest in the fact thet pevple of thesame tride or
ethnle groups prefer to live, congregate togother and
make olubs, assoclastions, The Oresons, undas and Kharias,

L -

4o, Xbid, Pe 1s
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vho 1ive oither in Delhi, Caloutte or Hombay, have often
been aeon to hehnve in the certain patlern and, rost of
the time, group tegethor for variouvs prupeses onh scoasions.
Henoe, though cudwardly sueh Laotors like urbenisation,
nigration, inductrialisation eeceningly eauco o Lwonkdown
of the cognitive structural phonorens of n tridbe the

othos of tribolion pamistm) | '

The sense of ethnicity becomes more mcute &n a new,
changed nituation, becnuse hove the fact of ethnicity
becopes the platform Loy 'zmwa?;i’z status amd maguri%y‘
In B now situation membors bocome a more compnct othnie
groups Onee uprvoted from the yural aress, tho sene
group of poople begine to reunito into a solidary gthnic
group. This process hos been tormed "Retribniigotion®
w "Rotribvolipation is & process by whioh o growp
from the ono ethnic catogory, whose meonbers are fnvolved
in g struggle for powor and privileges, with the members
of n gwup from anothor othnic aategory, within tho frame.
work of a formal polidical systen, ranipulates sope
custons, values, myths, symbole and ceremonials, fronm
their cultural troditions in order %o srtioculote an
informal political organisation shieh fso used a8 a
weapon in that aﬁm&gla”?a

bt, K.&5Singh, Triadl Trensformntions (II)eTribal

tiovenonte, Bighth Davea) Chanana, llemoris
Lwtmﬁﬂh at Deihi Univmits‘. 1

k2, Quoted by lidtchell, J+C. op.cit, ppe 16417,
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The éﬁéﬁﬂ@ of dotribalivation, therefors, 45 token
%00 olmplistionliy. According to Nitehall's cotepory 1t
ic o conmonsenso eonsizuct and not an annlyot'o congtruos,
Ethnicity in commonsonse construct ic that which nakes
proplo’s action intelligiblo to the obsoyvers, Fron
thin point of view *othnicity' at the cemmonconce lovel
is simply the significance that Lo attributed to preceptible
 cultursl destinotions in s for as public is convorned,
In bo for se the soolcl aeticn is concerned tho anslyet
pugt start rathor fyom the foot of these attributen and
procesd to show how thoy sre used or i@m&w by aotoro
in aifferent situntions,

Henee, the otudy of dotritmlisation from doth the
viow points of the obnerver snd the actor has mot heon
probed into, The prooont atudy shows only tho unidininsional,
onc oides congidoration, 7The nmind of the actor, olither
in using or ignoring the atiributes, hao deen neglooted
in this field, |

L AR

” “Sc ‘Ibid, P 5.
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BsK+ Roy Mmm's sritique of Indian Trital ethnoe
grophys reported in o survey undortoken by L.Ps Vidyorthi,
pointc out a‘ sorious faw mng the athnoaraphors. Pssse
without sonsvitioing thomsolves sbout these historieni
rosiitics, the othnographers of tridal soociotice ore |
writing sbout the lopoct of industralizetionn and wrebmi.
gotlonesss Obviously the starstypes end moths which some
to be sasoolated with the framoworks of 1ittlo traditlons
graot tradition, sonskritisstion; urbonigation,; induotralic.
lication and 5o ons ¢ould not have boon continued unchallenge
ed hod pethodologleo of recenrch recsived more metioculous
oare” .}

Tribal history is unknowm to nany Anthropoloziots
ond yot thoy have ebttempted to study twrival cociotios
opplying one model or the other. Aport from such pethods,
the changing tribalo soclotics have Doon studicd also under
mhdoranivation and dotribalization, But due to lack of
historicity comprehonsive ard adequate underetanding of
tribely socletics remoin intorplotes Tho aforoenid models
fail to give us o comprehensive pioture of tho tribsl
societien ovor the centuries, Rather, such models deplot
onp aapeot of a opoolfic sognont of poople ond perioed.
Heneo, this phononenon carnet bo opplied wniverasiiy. For

. o piai .

1, Quoted by R«K. Join in hie 1.6, %ﬁ,&, Roport 81
' S”égi ﬁnth;oéolagy in Indiag ¢ enry’angp ﬁ&tﬁmlx? b
P »



198

ozample, the Mx?ausﬂ movenent of the Tona Bhagats in
Chotenagpur; wao rostricted to o section of Oraonm,
Just as Bhakti movement of Valenavaites influonced
ema}y the Iundas from Bundu and Tamer avese in Ronchi
dlotrist, DBooiden, tho prosess of sanskritisution is
6lnost a finlchedeup concept, The ethos of inductrialie
& etion and urbanization in Indls still remsins in the
nir. Vory fow of the tribals in Romehi dlotrict are
1iving in urdan centres and still less mmber aboorbed
in the industris) complexes, The influsnce of Christi-
enity remning far from being undversal, Thess methods,
thorofore, provide bases for mioroe-isvel studion,

Changoes among tho tribals have been multlefoceted
becpuos of tho opulant chojces of oocoupatione in precent
poolefy, One may not assune anynore now, that the antire
populotion of tribals ore peasants since thore are
diversitics o2 1ivelihood pattern, They become anlti.
nuciented soeial entities without losing their dictinot
fdentitien, Henoo, the nature of changes also is nore
divoraified rather than uniforn.

There 48 & n;ed. therefore,; of searching for a
d4ifferent acthod of study chonges in tridel societies,
particularly in Chotanagpur. In my opinion historiesl
‘mothod seems more sulted for studying tribdal scoieties
hore In Ranchi dlatriot. While the othsr mathoda sive
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only a pertisl plcture of o reality, the hintorical
nethod enconmpasses the ontiroe procaes of evolution of

a tribal soplety. It hap been remarked aarlier that the
adivasis of Chotanagpur have ghown trensndous amount of
adaptotion and adjuotmont capacity down the history,
Historical moethod, theon, helps o review and usiness the
attempto and processes in sdapting to now gonditions
at various points of time in hiotory, This Lo one of
the rensons for the ocurvivel of tho sdivasis ae sgoinst
some tribele 1ike, Birhor, Korwa, Maler and othor minor
ones, iuﬁm are noarly wiped out becasuso of complote
1803atéd and atrong roolotonce to any change.

%he adivaais of Chotanegpur were primarily larde
owners. But because ofthe intreduction of aliens the
conditions changeds whon the newscomers graduslly begen
o deprive the formor of thelr lsnd, Even in this new
pltuntions the adivasic wore flexible to adjust thoix
iving,

These adjustments and intogrations were not casy
transitions in the past, While contradioting the proposie.
tion of K.K. Bose regerding tride-caote interaction
Surajit Sinhe illustroted, "There is an undariying
assunption in Boge's proposition that, on the whole, this
provess of olow intezration provided the tribas with
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sufficient ccon onic, soeial end oultural secrity os

- not to gmm lorgee-gtals roebollion, Uy own lmprossion
is that inspite of this general pattern of harmeny the
tribvos are mot without on awsronese that thoy wore looked
down upon and given a low stotus®.?

This phenoménon hag besn viewed by G.5: Ghurys, ap
support to what has boen oold obove, from a difforont
otondpoint, He in of tho opinden that the vorioun groups
1obolled by tho Govermmont us *tride’ are not isolated
from the Hindu snotes of the plains in distridution,
langusge, econony and religious treditions, Henoe, Ghurye
is inslined to regard the offielelly labslicd tridtal growp
of Contral Indin no *Backwerd Himduo', .64 greups loperfect.
ively integrated with tho casto gystonm,

The triden in Ranchl district rose agaim the
Britich Gove., Landlords ond Dikus, time snd agoin, to
defend, protest and presorve thoir tribtel imtosrity ema
troditions, Yet fewer exanles of risidity and more
ovidences of ndjustments wore found in the hiotory. In
thie process of adjustment and adaptetion hagards and
confiietn, oven tloodmhed wore nst aheent,

. Thore are some reasons why sdaptation mothod rey be

AT % - NS as ISP -

2, Qll&ggﬁ 4n RuKe Jain, “Report 1.C.8.8:R., op,cit,
auoted 4n + O)
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proforred to tho earlier onss, Firastly, adaptation is

a phenomenon which shes oome with the start of history in
go far as the timo dimension is concernod, Ssaondly,
dariving from the first, this phonomonon io on onegoing
prosecs o ageinst time and space bound models of the past.

Thirdly, thorefors, this adepattion Méi iz pore
comprohensive and universal. Pourthly, adaptation mothod
iﬁ lﬁﬁkiﬁg 8t tho PENSOUS £rom the rocipiont’s atand point,
Thin approash enables us 4o fool theporametros of the
extont ond intonsity of the adaptation prosous,

Adaptotion 12 s finy intertuining and dovotpiling
of continuity snd change. In o chenge the mow o tuilt
upon tho old, Not a1l <he aspeots oF ths old aro entively
eliminated, But the distinotive foatures of the old
continue to kesp the idontity. Adsptation Lo cuoh o podel
in whieh continulty and ehange booons patent. Tribals
socloties are mdept to gradunl tronsformations bocsuse a
oudden and radica) shanges offset the trivale wery cuoh,
Hence, this model seermo pore sulted to tribal sooieties,
The other mpdels seem more like iecpositionn to which the
triboln sucound instesd of interaoting,

Adeptotion model provides an slternative $o the
controversy of isolation and asmimilation intogration of tridals
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into the moin airém of notionnl 1ife, thilo on the
one hand Verrler Elwin fears the dissppesrance of tride
through, ahsorpation and advocster the theasry of
*isolotion®, G.S. Ghurye, on the other, oomes out with
the opposite theory of "Assimllotion®, The lottey theory
18y of courss, dased on the gontemtion of Chuvye who
conniders the tribes as *backword Hibdue®.

The challenge ldes in Linding a solutlon botwoon the
bipolar gpproaches of Verrier Kmin and Ghurye,. Adaptation
podel falls nidwey singe in this prosess, the ¢caontial
fogture & of one's identity sre retainsd on the one hand
ond on the other adaptations t¢ now ohonged econditions
are achieveds In this procesy the idendity of thas tride
48 not only msintained but also enriched and enmobled.
 Zaolation ic unto oxtinotion and sssimilation unto |
ennihilietion, But through sdsptation; a trive is enriched
and oan pode a wnique sontridution to natio nat 1ife,

A otyong desire to pmmwé a separste socloe
cultural and political identity of o tride e juetified
in view of ovolving & tribtn) reglon inte a wort of none
gtate notions. 4 nonestate notion lo on identity unlike
the dessationist movenent in tho North-Bast Reglons in
India, The concept of a nonestate nations goos beyond
5 political identity without creating much troudle in
- sdministration or impsiring eto. natlons' integrity. 4s
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gush the tribel reglons would be losp thorny probdlems to
denl with,

In tho pant, and pumm:zm in ‘Bh& mezfs .tndemmdme
géﬂnﬁ; thors hao bhoon lots of affords in mﬁ&@mﬁ. intesra-
tien. But this idonl of natlonal integrotion hes beem
’ vory much in the air bocause there is no *Indion Motionalien’
mﬁk ite nane, The m'z&a vith diverse people and asulturos
and am fme& and mmea np togothers The coactont confle
fots botweem the North and the Scuth, the Comtss ond the
Stetes, &nd Indin and the NortheEsct Regloms axa owvlous
slgns of the forced wmity of Indio oo & nations 3India
i5 @ courdry of the politiciens ond wot of the pesplo.

Instoad of thio tugeofewsr oy dominsnoed by ono
oeotion or the othor, cuffistert sutomsny of developing
sno'z soclemcultuval heritoge would help in corenting the
mﬁy and nchisving the integratioen of Indln, On this
M%ﬁw evolution of a mormgtate nstion of
_mm; reg.iena wa}d mimtfy the unity of a nationg
then thore io external foreen irpocsd to achieve Andepra-
tion 1t is rebelliouvely reoloted, Butd 2 1t5 socloecultural
gnd mnmx Sdentities are allowed to flourish 1t is
mmlléhed end enriched, |
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Henag, thoreo iu a twoefold challienge bofors the
trivale of Ranshl ond Chotanngpur. The firet ono ia
to give an ideoloay %o 8 geographical entity of Jharkhond
rogion snd tho wocond, by ndapting to and enriching its
soclomculturel 1ife by the new changing conditionas,
provide o viable oltornative of integration., FThrough
tho enrichnent of their coolo-oulturel and politioal
1ife thon the tridels of Chotenagpur and Ronohd dfotried
can make & unique contribution to tho vast muY t4eeul tural
rmational 1ife of Indla,

L& g g rhedag ot Tadifed 2ol d
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outsider, alien
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