
Nothing is conducive more to the making of my life happy, 
than to know THINGS as they are and PEOPLE as 

they are ; and this wisdom must be acquired by 
frequent reflection upon men and their affairs ; 

for otherwise social enquiries will 
contribute little to it. 
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INftOJJJC!IOW ' Soma Concoptc 

fbo mteracttonal pattom of rol!g1Cll c.n6 poll tico 

is \UlWJUallZ oGmplGSI cut d1voroo 1D a opoettlc b!Dtoe!cnl 

·context. The 11te.raturo o.t ttw ttorl6 blot~t ouagcsto tbat 

1n dlfforent porloch ot tlmo thotto ti:Jo 1not1tllt1orm hnvo 

iftteractofl var!odlto at d1ftoront lovolo, and. m ditforont 

l1&.1S· Soma ot tb:3 po1tt1oel OJStGC ot tho past and prosont 

aoc.totloo lilte tbat ot tboocratlo otatoop ooouJ.ar otatoo 

es ttoll ao oomo, ot tho ~o.toot h!Btorlcal ovontn liho tbnt 

Of t~ Oruse®o irl Eul'Ol)t':'Jo tbo tJpzteatl of Chr1Dtian1t.F in 
' 

England~ the bogblllng of Reformn tlon In Cbroany~ tbo rovool t 

againSt c. cb'moralisod prlen tbootl !a li?enco ~Ina ~ cinJO 
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of Pronob Revolution cwo "' to tormo onil 1M <:once!! of 

tho cowoq~cntS.al Qflpoc~ of tho $Atorootl01l01 pottom 

of J?oltgton m<i polltlco;o 

. !bo etut91 of tbo lntora.ot10DG1 patt<mt ot 1"ol!Bi0n 

an6 po11t1:cs ot tbo ccatopOi'ert so«om soctottos briftlJI' 

t.nto Ugbt tmoo xae~or toft!O ot sJOtems• ~oat?~tlc 

o1t)tom0 que.s l1ocular SJOto anti aocul.ar syntom. 

'lbo tbooe?atlo o,ntaa u a very oi4 OJOtcm» ttb1.c.h 

or1glnato6 Jn Grooco. !biD uas tbG s)'StGm ln t~b!ob tho 

aystt.'::s or autb.oritJ in government obo.Jlod PU'J'efl ttlth tho 

vi&w · nutborlty tilth tb9 Oo&lo 1 ln otlt>r 11or&o0 tltl bend 

ot tte eteto in ouobrta SJ'Dtcm: \1eD tb:l eplrltttal hoa4 Gl.000 

Borltoi' polDto out that sueb. c "'nta~ ox!Oto· tor t~ 

Doral &wolopment end protoctlon of' its !ndlVUiuol coborn., " 2 

He flll-'tb:lr pomto out tbat such ''a a tato vblcb to cocnt fof 

tho coral prot.tlon of 1te mGmbora ttW be eo oGuentional 

i.Dntf.tutlon. Ito los ttW. oorvo to ttako c.en gootF3 fbus 

ito otflco ideall.T t1lU bolong to tbo con ot vlrtuo ubo b9.Ye . ' 
morol d.toc~ent.. Ito chlof activity t:rUl bG tbat ot 



3 

tl'amlne an4 nustat.n!ng ttw no.tUJ'o 1n tbo t1a1 of rtgbtoouo

nono.· Such a otOCG Ia o11· sonso lo lUte a church ·uborotn 

the polltioal phUosophJ boooOOQ a sort or ••·mwal thoolog. u-4 

Taking note ot Barkor'c notion of tbooor.Q.Or~ AptoJ: 

oplBGS that "tbore 1t 10 much 1D oommon bettJoon tho Gl'oolt 

state arui .. tho aoplratiOJUJ of neVQral of tho ncz nations of 

tho tiorlct. 05 in the oountrton like Pa!ttatan6 
p In&moota7

0 · 

Burma8 
0 Saudi Arabia~ Ircn~ eto, tf4o tinct that ote:to provllt)s 

lmasoo ot virtue m4 purptDe to the 1n41v.1&1olo. ln tboso 
's oountrt.eo 1nc.tlv1citlal'o t11U bent to COl?VO ttbo.t oto,~ d9cll::>o 

is important. Tbo .oJOtom of lat1 .JD hltlhly intlusncod bl' tbo 

o19tom or rolig1on. Thus aD len« an the ogstom of 1at1 of 

theoo nationD ton& to .§ lmkod to cuoto:J0 rituol~ end otbor 

religious pract1cos; stato cators to ritual and cuntom 1n 

ito ottort: to maintain tbe purity or the society(! end str1vo 

to prevent tb9 defilement ot the oncrod b7 tho .socular0uo can 

oategoriae these nations as tbooorat1c GJDtomo. 

4:. &.Barkor1 ;;t~t:t .at A.ti:OJ;~g. Oxtord, Tho Clafl&ndcm 
Proas • 196 0 pp. a;. • 

5. Dav1ct B. Aptor t .21• ~· 
6. Wa,yne A. WUoon, "IdO.ologieal dilorrunao 1n Poktston•a 

Poll t leal oul turo" 0 in . · · . 
(od.) B.Sm1tb.p__ Priilcoton · vero1t1 Psooo., · <m oroo,, 
19f:bt, PP~345-:U.o, 

7. DB Sm..itb, ~.!PS!!:er S~1J· Pr1nooton0 If«=1 · 
Jersoy0 19~ · · . 

8. IS Scltb11 ~..I!Ml.P~l!AA.op~. rrmaoton" 
Ret~ ~orooy1 19 50 pp .• 30 328. 

9. Dov1ci s. Apter 0 Op. c1 t. 11 Po 73. --



fbo Gecond oatoGOi'1o etJ notos obov-op !9 the qu.no1• 

nocular oystoa. ln ou.ol,) a oystom the lesal 40marcotioa to 

.laid out bGtti'oen rellgicn and c tate and rollgle::a do:lo 

not loa£1117 culde tbe affairs of ~. Tbo o ~nto and 1to 
\ . 

163ology maintains nouVtll.1ty t¢.1arb all cnd.o tlng l"ell-

glous te.1tlrl. It all~s overy 1ftd1v14Ual to prce;eb0 _protooc 

and praotico e111 rollglcm ttblcb su1tn bitt <=onoclonco •. 
' . ' 

Boa14:lo in such a systGm.,ct ths ~pare.tlonal le~l.~ :al!l;102'\ 

. 1s O!J?lOf!G to 4evoloe' a Ol!~m of IC!llttool .lo~~~lmo.Cf£ ,~f! r . . . . 

·an to mol!;U1so .thG rol1tt1ou9. coomunltloo ,fql: .eo11~1cel 

en6:1, 10 It !D ·believed, that 1n such e. OJDtOD rol1a1on by 

1 tselt 4000 not cauoe 61tfbrenoeo bowoc:n :rollg1outl ccmau.- . 

n1t1oo but it 1B ~atbor t~ u.so or rol1aion 1n po11t1cs 11btcb 

causos <11ftorences. ·AS t>xamplos ot such~ ~~too, Japann 

and Ind1a~2 mar bo c1tod. 

Br a secUlar DJDtom vo moen a o,otooub!oh conDt1tu

t1on~J separates reUg10ll. tro::t politico. In ouch a OJOtoo 

polity dO!Dlnateo &na lnt1 acquires the oaoretl OJflilbolo. In 

such a systom at 'botb the lG\iOlo, nt th3 lovol of lcbolOG7 

ana at tbQ le11'01 ot lto practico» soparatton bottro01 rol.lgiono 

10. 
11. 

12. 
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anti politico Is· cbo1'1ob00 by tho peoplo aD6 b1 tho "o.ppa.

ratun of tbo ototctt co 110Ue In aonorcl0 tho polltlcal 

olltos strLw to cozm!Oo loaitlmacr not t11tb th3 .holp of 

rellaton but wS.tb tho uoo ot are.won ontl ooloncofto 'i~ Hholo 

ctE.tmAlQ' rogor&J the ~cme::Jorlt ot lr£1' no t~ solo ea.6 u1 ti• 

ma.to com.rai trnont to liwp brm t~ and prOD per o fbuB th3 roll

gSouo lmltltut1oa0 !n such o. S7Dtetl• loo~ lto boll!{)· an.li 

tho o;potom of' k1 ~~ tits· lito of oon. Bl1t'J oyotct!l 

tb:lln s~ve9 rlsc:J to a nc.1 foro ot rollalca-politlcnl roll• 

g1cm.13., Sucb a .oystcnl in prove.lol\t 1n t~ t1cotorn Horl(l o 

t1SA0 Vranoc otc., 14 

In tiW:l ros oa.reb paper our alo 1s to btahliaht t~ 

mternottonol pnttom of roltgion o.n6 polt. tlco ~ont th3 

HinaaB and tho t..-unlJmn 1n poot-Indopcnflen,t Xn&o Although 

lator-rolationnblp bowoon ~oUg1on an<! polltlcs lD 111oluotvo 

of t'JSftF olcaonta,_uo bavo rotorrotl ooro to t~ Iltn~fwlllo 

roltgt.CNS f:Woupo,. 'fbo r~onn tor tb1n oze eo tollo:1o 1 

(n) For no&S?l1 t~oo anti a b.alf (!oaa.6.c:t tbo IncU.en l.ntb-cont1• 

nent baD boca 4cm1natod by tb:9 rolat!cm. aovomintt tbc!Jo tt1o 

Boomunt ti~ ~ (b) B1 tba net ot pnrtl tlon: , tb!o !ntex

rolatlono~ belt 6om111o.toct ovoa th3 national corwa1~o0 
(c) Til$ problGal tacod b7 thoeo o0Ill'J:IUI1lt!GO interms or wtttol. 

atUuntmant art In e.;aonoo bcoto to our nntlonsl ox1otmt.oe. 

fho onominntiatl ·of tho mtozc.otitmal potto~ ot rolia!c:a ana. 

politico emona Bl.rt61!0 ontl KV:JUoo :\11U be mn€0 SA tit:> llsht 
. . ' 

ot tho OOOUlol" lGQOloSY of t~ otnto. It; So our co:atctlt1cn0 . . ' 

-' 

13o lb.vi4~ B. Aptort PA. ~. 0 Po "lB. 
14. D.avt~0 E. Aptor, J?.B • .s!b ~ p. ?Go. 
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·trb1ch 1S bcso6 on t~ oxpor1enccs of tbo l.ct:Jt tbts.'ty fOortlp 

that Sa Xn& tbs oeCtQlor goala continuo to romaln as lottv 

c.nptrntlon!J. tthtcb ere tot to bo r.oalf.Oetlo t.Jo b.ovo v!tno

sso6 !rmumornble communal violences oruptlrto in VOJ'lGUG 

roslons ot tbs country after lndepenaenooo A lrurgo nuobor 
i I l • I 

0 

of communal probl~ ~on(it!Stb e prob;tcm or ovol~tng c. 

tmlf'om ctvU. co4o15 .ao montlonoa in tho D1roet1vo Prtnelp• 

1eo· or tho StatG Poltcy11 rcmatn UQtlolv()d. These communal 

tenslcms anti tho probloo or tho rollalous mlnorlt!os ton6 

to havo tUclntcgrative offoota en our fo6.orcol politl'o flmo 

it t.o ou.r· ocm.to.tto that smoo tbo prof0Deo6 sooula.r 1l!o0-

loul6 or the stnto rama!M a/16ool vlalon0 ona 11b.&cb .as 
J'Ot not opornt~nna10 tl\G Xn~ o,?Oto fnllo tm«er ttl:) quo.si~ 

000\ll.al' 078~ ln tb.SD PoPO~p tfO orE> UOlWlf.t erl ~&:UlVO'UI' 

to conol4or thtJ t?'alia!tt of cur sbovo ntatemontoo. 

Deto,-o ve tu.rtbol' o:t:Plloate tba e.spocto 110 oro go.tna 

to 4ea1 witb t.n tbitl c.Uscortatloa11 .ao oball ~~ t b0 clear 

on tho motbodologlcal. cUmons.lOl'.Ul of tho paper. 

!ho Q9tbo4o1og1aal t.ssuc of tbo otua, fell undo!;t tbroo 

cotogor1ar-sour0039 tb.G' moaning or th9 tertO Ql'ld ecmcopm tro-, ~ ~ 

qucmtl.r use6o ana npproacb adcptotl to erullyso ths bJpoth3sno. . . 

fh9 sowccs of tbts s tudl aro ma1nlY 6ratrn f!'O!il rolovant 

boolUt~ ~ournalt~ ma6Qalncs 11 ne:topaper cllppln~ ana ei!ltor1also 

In ol1o1t1ng tbG role-vant ta$tOJ"ialo and vlCJ'tJ trom tho o.bovo 

montlao6 s~oc:s uo bavo mn® otforto to !D.corporcto tbsn 

ob~oet.!;\f01Yo 



7 

The aecon4 mothot!ologtccl . S.Ssuo pertainS to tho 

meaning ot the terms and oonoepta uoe4 1n tbie roscarch 

11ork. In tb18 roger« the tollotftng important teJ'mtl must 

bo defined bero 1n the llgbt of the moaning tbo7 oonvor 

1n thta dlnsertatlon. 

(1) RoUr;lO]! 1 

The term •.rol1s1cn' in soololog, be.n l11do msanlllg. 

Tb18 makes 1t a1ft1oult to bO 40tine6o BG:1over many ooclo-

1og1sta have provlaea tbu deflntl.ona 'to thiS torm but none 

ot tbom 18 all-encompassing. Jotmson c10&es it co o. 'coherent· 

system ot bellet and pro.ct1een oonoornln.g a auper natur-al 

order of' belnga t forces, or otber en titles a a. s J'StOJQ; . 

that tor ita a4beronts has tmplloatt.cms for tbetr bobavtou 

and 110ltaret 1mpl1cat1onD that the adh9ronto 1n varylng 

4agrfJes ~4 vays 0 take sertous11 ln tb.ol.r prJ.vato and collec

t1vo life. nl? Charla Clook an~ Rodney Stark llefifte 1t as 

"an instt.tutlonallsed sroton ot 'bo11ofb 0 s.vmbols_, values and 

praotlees that pro'f14e groups ot men trlth solutlono to too 
question ot ultimate bairlg. nl8 Not eons1der1Dg oithor of 

ttetlnltlono 1n toto0 tor our usep 110 t:rlU roter to trol1g1cn' 

as a oolleren·t SJ'Stetn ot bolieftl e.ad Pl'tlOtlces of a group ot 

17. 
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· aelbGr&nto uho 16ont1fy tlnmnelvcs co bolonsJAa to n c~itl'o ' 

Tbwl !D. thin popor rof¥1g1on !D ooed to a ign.S.fy a rellgiOUO 

communltt. 

( lt.) POlltt.cn • 

· Tho socona important terti usod boro SS tpol1t1coft. 

The torm politico llko rollgloa h~ o t1ldo cormotst1tm. an4 

lnclu@S ' various QBpecm porta.tntna to govorl'l1t1Gnt and 

otate- Wobstor•o J.Jnlvomal D1ot1onory 6ettaeo politics aa 

• a. science or art of govarnmeat ~ of'· t~ o.dmSn1Stra.t10n 

ona GJanagoment of pttblic w stato o.ttalrD' ,» fbo Intoma• 

t1onal EnoJclopa.odte. or Coclal act.oneos 1n4Sootoo that polt

tloo moe.ns any action wh1cb 1D ocmsocCcdl:11th tho totality of. 

state p~nomenon\1 otate ·tnst1tuttono as woU es state:> act1• 

vltlaD. n,. politics ll~o 110 roan tho same - tbnt fsp tm7 

act wblch 1s dbteot17 or indiroctlv concornod uitb· tho to~o.-

11t.v of state aot1v1t1ro an4 ito oraans lllte gowrnmont0 

political paJ"ties, eloot1ons 1 otc. Hcr.1evor0 mottQ ottGm tbs 

tsrlil poll.tlcn SB used to &mots tho po11t1ca1 pas;atlo9 tm4 

the stato. 

The thud tsrm uso<1 1n this p~ 1S •t.tt>ology•. !bo 

torm t~ology in coc1ol ootoneoo to a most debotetl tal'm. 



Gldden S~oberg defines it as a •sot of values end ldeas 

tbat justifY and ratlonal.tsG the programmos n.srstem . . 

carries toJMa.rll". 20 Por Itarl 1-tant 1c!eoloav roprooente6 ths 

14e.aa of tit) ruling class in soeldntt to. ratlol'lQltoe end Jus• 

t1~ the prew.lllng ortler and their pr1vlloge4 position In 

1t.2l Karl Mannbolm defines it as tb1ase4 14ecs ot tho 
' ' 

dominant class lrl sootet1•.aa In thls papor t:to have takGD 

!nto account the first aetlnlt1on of SJobos-g S!ld tbus by . 

'1deology1 tie moan n s yste:n ot 14Gas and ..,alucs tba~ r~tlona• 

lS.Ses tbe pngrammG aanlfestod 1n t-o laat.a po11tJ• 

1V S,fttpt 

fhe ·rwrtb term used ti'Gfluctly 1o otato. Thoro are 
I 

many detintt1ons of otato 1rt soclolog1c.ol11torature~ Ifgro 

ve comply by tbio teJm e &,1St& (tJb.lob lnolucSen tbe govern• 

ment) wblcb. ba9 ita tunct1an. 1n regulatlllg tbe nocio

pol1t1cal lito or tbs country. 0ms S.t DlOQDS tbe natS.on's 

po11t1cal authority wb1cb tunct1ons through govemuumt and 

logtslatlvo. 23 

(v) SmmJ.a;ite • 
Another lmportant term used 1ft tbm tUsserta• 

t1on 1S seaular10m. It Ss a Western concept 'tlbloll 
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f) 

1S b:lgbly controvorolal 1n thG ·soclologtcai leteratul'o~ 

D.E.Smltb saJS that "tbe.l sooular stato 1S a Dtato wblob 

guaratoes 1nd111idU.al an4 corporate t.reetlom or rollg1o.n0 

Seals t11tb tbe kuUvudu.al an a c1t1zcn. .1rroapoot1vo of h1o 

reU.gion, is not oonatltuttc:mal17 oonnecte4 to n particular 

roltglon nor 40aJ: lt ooelt e1tber to prom.oto or tn.tertero 

with ~r~llgJ.on!'o-24 ·xn ~ cUss~tatlon sec~r~m uw 

imply tbtJ scmo moanm~o. 

• 
adopted tn thla 61ssertat1on to a.."lalyso tbe proble:a. ".ruo 

approaches ·bave botm tolla:1e4 to analyse the 1ntorro1at1on• 

ships bet:Ieen religlcn and pol1~1cs in h&s .<1) Blstor1cal 

perspGCtlVOt and (2) Ocm.tcmporuy peropectivo. !he uso ot ·----------
• bistorS.oal perspective• J.s ma4El' 1n thQ Second Cha~ter • 

B1stor1oa1 background and the Survey or L1toraturo. In order 

to be.vo a olear un<terstandtng of tho mtcrrelat1onob1ps be'

t:tcm relig&.an atld. polities 0 in post-ln<bpondent tnd1a0 tre 

bavo made an enqut.ry ot the past bundrod toaro through tb3 

surver or llteraturo. fbls b1stor1cal porspectivo ID expe~tod 

to p.rovtde an tnoight into tbe ccntomporery soolal aet up. 

Thou.gb both hlstorical anti ocmtempornrJ perspective do not 

s tan.4 as a metbo4 ot inYOS tiga t1on !n s oclal scJ.enees ret 
their uso bsls baen common !11 soc1olog1onl arena.- It appears 

that w1thout tbe ueo of sucb perspectives the analys:1S of 
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~~ problm ltko 1ltolig!oa nn6 Pl)lttt.co m poot-X~dopon6on~ 
ln6in' uould not bnvo bocn logical eD4 sclcmtltto~ I 

ftla otu_. ot tb!:l mofoE'n ln61cn bSator, tt0\1cnlo tb::lt 

roliglon bas playoa n vorr slgnUtocnt ro1o m tho poltt"icol 
. ' ' 

evolution of moaem lndlao . It has betm txtu!i~ ·~e ot~ lrl larGO 

: aoeouro, 1.n tile pol1t1c~ cleavagcsr> 1n tba eompC?tltS.cn 

tor pcr.:rar entJ in tbG cOOlltlon buUt!lDa act1rtttoo or tho 
' 

laSt ono tnm~GG yoarob 

!be dflmlnsnt f&at\WGI of Pre-1nibpOn€ZlOo poU.ti.GS 

t1cn tit) comnnal. olontto"'ii~ ant1 tb!) lbsp woCod neturo of 
............ - ···- ~------

th!o cont11ct 1D ottostod by t~ tact tba.t In& bsa to bo 

6l.vl4od into ~o ccnrarel@l ntntcrJ on tile banlo of roUBtcm.o 

A larae manbor ot 1on4oro of Modem. ln6in bo.ve clcllmQd eell• 

st.on to be tho courca· ot tbslr lnopiro~lcm end autdrt.Jng 

toroo In thou public Ql1d pol'oonal 11f'oo Xn tbio eountrt polu

tlco.l m.ovemGDts bavo boen or(len1So4 onpUcltly to press th3 

clalmn of .rellglCWJ com:m1ttos to obero pG:10? tlll6 to fnohton 

tho state 4n a mGmOS' th9-~ voald assvo tll!l pormancnoo or 
' community baSed pollttoo,. All th1o tJ~ !novlto.'blo glV<m tlb 
. 0 . 

plural cberactca- of ln6.1en oooloty~ 1ta legacy ot tmtUBl 

bost1lit7 bet:ftaJ. tho wo maJor eoUaious gr~ • tbs 

&em anG tho I:tusl!roS e tb:.:> claDb of mtorosto" lnclutUD.g 

tb«Je of pO'!feit, bot::Jocn cct:~PotinrJ ollt.«r0 Cl\tJ 

I 
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tho colcnt~ P.o11~1ce1 f?~ork uttbSn t1b1Gh p~lt~co 

ha~ t«? oporato tor owr tbroo quartero ot o century., 

i'bQor&t1cQl.ly sp:mldntfo roligS.cm and pC»lltJ aPO tt:1o 

d!Dtlnot sphoreo f.n modem ooc1ot1oot though tbo lattoF 

baS on lnozoocstng tendenc1 to clo.Sm oomprobsno!vo 31lris• 
. . 

diction ovor thG soclal~ including re11g1ouo ct'l potocnal 

attakn ot tho o1t1zenn. Oa.o of the tbom.Oo ot GOb»n 

b!Story 1s th9 mO?ernent of oociotles from· tho proe.omment 

in.fluenco of rallgion to that ·ot ~ otnte0 0114 consoquontly 

n central issuo ln tlw tntoractlon bowcoo rol1g1cm. .ana 

politico h~ b:$m t~ cphoro ot lifo, subJoct to ro«Uln• 

tion by one~ fbts S.O ot oourso not the o.nly typo of 

tntoract1on. boWoon rel1(:~ mt'l. politico. In pl~el soc~; 
tlos tho 1ntoract1cm botJ:teen tho. wo often lond:J to COl\01 

. ' 

f11ot25, among tbc roltgtous comnnmlttoo thomnal'IOO~ fhlo ;· . 

tyPe ot lnte.r-relattonship bo~esn religtcn and po11t1ea .·· 

1& relevant in ·Indian contt'Jxto 

In tho a~rmath or Ind::lpcmdanco tb:l ~tor•rG1at1ons blp 

bot:t1oon rol1glon and poltttoo took o. nCJ forl3."' FoU~ing th~ 

partition ot tbe countr1 th:l context ot polit!co 6.\-amntloa

Ut a1 tore& Rel.1g1on l1aD soon to bavo roeu WJo4. to U'fttb 

tm country ed11 tbuo, noithor MWJ1tms nor Bm&w baa any 
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turtb1:>.r usc tor tb3 po11t1oG1 6.olt1ooo tbat ha6. pro:totoa 

COl!lJDUna1 d1vitl1ona .In tbo pc.ott aucb a.'l tbO oyatom ot oopao 

rato olectorntos. Atle~t tor somo timo political conflloto 

based on .refj1g1ouo dlftorenoen 11oro ou.pproosodo . f~ IQ)ltm 

commun1t1 t1eO both lec,c13:rleosm end afflicted v1tb n sowo 

ot gu.Ut ..owr tlw pQrt1t1a or t~ country. 21 Afttlr In~-
: . 

pen.dence pG3e.r had passed to the tfa.t1onal Congress Party 
' . 

t1hicb created ·a··ne;t politlool syatea t1bicb uco besoo en 

soeular 1Cbaln. It 616 not cllcr.:t my oort of comrmmal J.Dm · 

to flour!Db. 

ftm IntUen Constitution 11hlcb t1aD frelilo6 m 19SO ma4o 

tbe tollcr.:r1ng poSDto uttb rogar6 to separation or rellglcm. . 
' trom pol1 tlco ' ( 1) E'WJry e1t1zon ot India 'tfBS teee to 

profeos1 practice and propagate biD rolis:lon end ootGbtl.isb0 

ma1nta!n and manage ro1ia1ous mot.ltut&ons, ( 11). The state 

1:1 ou1 d g1 va aid to ~t6ucn t1anal tno t1 tut!onn 1:1 hiob 'l1ere mana• 

gotl. b7 religious ttr;ncmtnnt1ono oven tbOUBb tb~.V bad f~eJi~ 

.. e_d:~ instructions on rol1!t10UD t:torob1p in tboir o6uoationol 

inntltuttono, ( 111) Tharo trOUld bo no reltgloun 11\Stl-ue• 

tion 1n ua.y ·od\tcaticmol tnstituttons momtatnod ~bOll)' OUt 

or a tate tt&n$e ( iv) no ttUt tro.s to bo lotr1o6 spociftcally 

to promote or tnalnta~ eny particular rel1g1onCJ Tho malte.ro 

27, 
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ot tr.o oons tltutlca al.Go assuro4 tbQt a uniform clYIJ. 

co\t:l for the entb'G people 11ao alno en eseonttal ef.Jpeot 

ot the concOpt of uocularJtun Q%14 tbGV b.avo lno1UdG4 lt in 

t~ DJ.rectl.vo Princ1ploS . of State Pollet tbQ.t atatG ttOUlii 

omoavour to pttov1de ono~ 28 

Thus 'by tho enactment of tb.::3 IntU.en ConD t1tutton a . ' . 
¢ 

movement tmfar<t'l soculnr1sat1cn vao launobetl. Ono of • 

alms .of tbm secular lilOvemsnt uco to br16,ao th$ ~f' botr:Joa 

th3 u-so rel:\gious commurd.t1en - R1n6.ua an6 Muslims, It 

van believed that tbG secular polity would gra&uallr br14GQ 

tho gult betfreen tho wo rollglous · OOQll'lunltteo ttb.teh ~Wld 

propare the 1187 tor lndla to emergo a M'!J na tlon m tilts 
' . 

s ubcon. tJ.nen t. 

Mora tbm tblrty yearo bave elapset2 s tnce In6Gpon-

4once and tho time of tho onaotmat of tfl:) Secular Cons t1tu•. 
. . . 

tlon. -~~ d1fterent scholarsj · ; ma!nly m.E0 Srid.tb 

(lndta en a Socular State), Munhtr-ul.•Hnq, (Iolam m SeCUlar 



.ll)dia) t> RnJni ltothorl end faron Sotb (Dlttcnt Gil L!m1t!J 

ot C0Ii11mi1'1al Votmaa Tho Cone ot Baroda !bot) , R!cboz& 

Lomberi (Hind\1 Corz.rnnol GrOUPO tn indlon Pol!ttco) revonl 

that IJ)dlon soclaty So otW cG:DJ:ltmal aa the a:oolO of 

sQOUJ.arJDm- na!nly t~ GV01ut10'3l or n uniform ClvU Co& • 

ere ·Jottto bo reol1soe!. Socular1oo.t1on as a process hoD 

yet to noke any 603!-t.m cbansJ.ns tb!> cc:mnmol oooial 

struottli'a ot Iotaa. 

Those foots mnko lC lmporottvo to ca:tBmll'lo tb.s cauoo 

of tho taUure ctrJ tl.t3 part of th::> lndlen polity to roolloo 

tbe -,socu.J..ar goolo., 'flt:>rotoro ln tbiD ~oo~cb. 'tfOrk our aim 

1D to analyse tbo lntoi'rolntlonoh1p bowocn ro11glon ona 

poUtles amrma Bin&uo and Mus11DO tn post:-Iniiop¢ftdant Xndlo 

Sr1 or<lor to oxomme ~ for tilt? present polltloal OJStem 

ls respcm.olblo tor tbo f'oUuroo-

tbs prottrcmmos ot 61fteront notional pollt1ca1 

par-t1ss 0 botb Loftlct ana 1llght!nt0 r~floct that all ot 

them accept oecular!om and lts lctoalo. All of them tboo

roti.cnl17 bollovo that rolJ.g1on nhould not Intrude Sllto tit) 
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~tElolm of polttlctl. 
0 

Hcr!rovart dlftoront ca?o otutU.oo per

taming to .·the olcct01'Bl bohnviour of 41ftoront ce:mmml• 

ti.Go - maSnlr s.Alam Itun&mlrl (Blocttons end .Co:ammal10G 

m Hycbraboda SGOUla!' Jbtlccra.oro So 197ao PPa 29•23) ~ Qopol 
' . 

Kr.lshna (Communal Voting m In&~ BPtJ., AnnlatllU< 19G?)1) 

Slslr Oupte. (Munlimo In ~l'ldlaa Po11ttotu India ~terly~ 

lS( 4) J Oot-J))c. 1962p PPo 356-391) 0 K.,l.If clr ( Cc:nmunnl S<?GU

la.rillm ot Congl'e!)St~ oraens.sor:o 21(-M), .JU!lo 8~ 1069~ PP<~ &-16), 

Reoboo4u<l4m 1tbon (Mtml!m Lea4GI'Ob1p ad oloctOl'al polltleo 

Sn Byctarc.ba4t BPH 0 AprU 1001971)i) etoo ~e~nl tbot mostlr 

all the na tS.cmal po11 tical portico t o.t tbo pt;tnotJ.cal lo\T'Ol.t 

IJUlinlt &IrinG ~hs t~ of oloct1ono 1 mobUtoo vot~ on 

oommunel ban Ue 

/ 

Ccms1dettlng tbto eopect of the 1nterootional pattsm 

of rollg:lon and politico among tho H!ntJus on6 tho Muslim'l 

Sn India tbat vo tntcntt to onam1no tho toUG:11ng bypotbcot.ot 
0.. 

Xn"plval sootety like Xn41Q s-o11g1on ana oas to O..Ye. usod . . 
en , ~ taotrUliJOntsto aobU.ItJo poople for too pollt!Gal -~.; 

In turn, p011t1ce1 ros~ooo oro· oetoa uootl to ccnool!«!ato I 
rol1slouo group's lntoretJto. fb18 sort of !ntero.ct!.cr:aal 

pcttorn ot rel1tt1oa end poJ.ltlco nlvon riDe to a prooroo of 

oacbanBQ bctMOCD religion and poli.ttco !n a. p11U'el o oeSety 

o Sco tbo manlfoston of tit:) 41f'toront political par(: too., 
tho1 rofleot tbat they all bellovo m ooculor1s1nrt 
tho In41m ooolal sygtes t.oo ltoeptna ap~t pol1t1ca 
from ro11g10%lo 
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(pl.ll'tlculnrlJ. bo~oea ~to1ittlouo s!n0•1ty octllil1l2ftltleo an6 ti'l:) 

p~9y s,.etcol? o·
1 ~tlm'0 the proocno of mutual zteciproctty 

bott1oon rolJ.gl.cm end poU t!co gonoJ~ntc:l tens t.on in t bo soo!al 

system an6 ttt;,roby vltiono ttl!> gUlf 'botlfooa tba me.3oritg cn6 
' 

mtnorlt~ a~£t1~~ 

In tbo India octet 11boroirl the pert11 010to lo t~ 

maJor osp~ or tho ~oornt1c poUty, tb!) oinOrJ.ty eet:l~UU.!l!t!c:J 

act en prcoauro . groups~ Partlcularlt ttl!:> t-1uolto com!l'lWJJ.tJ bas 

prove4 to bo oo. fbo po11tld mob111mt1on of tbo ~Umo on 

JroUat.ous 11non bas provldoa t~ tb3 pcr:Jott to baraatn a1th th:z 

poll tioal portlcs tor moro ond more eoacosc J.ono. flW.J typo ot 

lntol'notlcn betl1oon tbo lfuslta ccmnnmlty en<i ttt> poUtlo.ol port1cn. 

b2S uld:o c02Woquenoon«~ fbe a!norlt.r cOhii'UUillty ocqu!rQ:J tpoU• 

tl~ ro11g1ouo' 1ttsntlty eblob ·Ul.tleatoly leo~ .it to cogro-

sate ttsolf from tb!t ~or-lt7 cc::lt1Un1t.Vo i'ho ooptll'ato 'poll• 
f . . ' 

t1co-rol1gious l4ent1ty of tbe :rel!sioutJ m.lnorlt1 ~tlo 

causes n tu.c ot uor be1tfocn cacb ot tbo en t~ ono baD4~ ant!l0 

1n ~~ toaothnN ulth tbe rollglous maJority communltr o:n tb:::t 

o.tb:>ro: fh10 tus o9 11ar 10 tbo ~or anuno ot ooaunaJ,. tonoion . 
In th::l oeaul.orly orleto& plvol In6ltm Boolal Sp tom.. In 

suab n tons:.toa-r1GC::m ooclal oynto tb owlutla or o. uniform 

olvil code boeom~ almost tmpcoslblo~ 1buo lf tho goals or 
sOG\lle.rJDtt 1n to.& bavo b1tborto not bocrt1 1"'0311Soti0 it !o llOt 

bocauoo somuartsm en en 1dc0loay 1o 6!0tunctiroeol oot ratb.o• 

boca.uae it. bas not bcaa oporat1cmn.l1sod 1n ~be plurtll lntUon 

sot up by tbo poll tical OYJ to . 
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To analvne tic above menttonet1 hJ'potboof.C in IncUQD 
. . . . 

context,., t.:ro bnve tt1vtde4 tbSD roooarob paper ~to F1vo 

Cbaptorp (11bSOh 1s inol.US1Vo Of !ntro®ctbn)~ 

tn tbG Seoon4 Chapter ( IHDtor1cal Beokground end 

R.-aviG'w ot Lltoraturo) 0 t~ro in en nttacp~ to rovisr tba 

t~toraturo portaln!ng to ~11g1<m and politico m ln& 

ot too ldt mmdro4 ,oars. Tho aim bGbtn6 rovtC1ln« the 

lltoraturo le to S&ln an insight into tbo pX'Obleta lm<br 

study end. ana11SG the · !Dtoracttcmel. pot tom ot rollgt.cn 
' 

a4 pOlttlcs among tbo HinduS and tho Mu::llims in Indio under 

the bac~OUD.4 of t.t•o h1ntor1ottl paD~o 

In tho t'b!rd Ohoptor • Socu.lal' 14oo10f31 ot the State 

and Pol1tical. Partien lA India • thoro Jo an nttompt to 
~"' oxp11cate "tto tenoto of tho oooUlar lt.bolosy of the Stat:o 

and it•s soclal banes. To· 4o oo 'tiE) shall first, fooug 

upon, brtotly9 tbo Givorao nature of the Indicm soolal 

o truoture en.a ttw v1etro on 1t of tbo dlfteront scholaro 0 

polttloiarw, ttl$ oommunal ~rsantsat1ono, and tbe natnonal 

pol1tion1· partl.s ·tu lDd!.a. fm ch1of aim bobitld enumora• 

tlon:ftltlso aspeoto of cecularSflm Sn to br:Jng mto llgbt 

tho ttmotlonat dwns1on of soeularSDra in tkl In&en ocm-. 

' 

In tho Fow.-tb Obaptor .. Rolig1cm.0 fl'adlttcm and 

Po11t1qo .t.n Indio. • He ohcll point out tb.OOQ oocial traiil• 

tt.onel an4 pollt1cal te.ctoro· wo to Hhloh the oocular 
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I41olog, ot the State bas not been ope.rat1m.a11ze4 In the 

latt thirty 7ear1,. 'fbe aim behind 401Dt so is to retea.l 

that tbe oontinums 11D.p.ct or soot.ety, it•• tradt.tloa and 

tt• s grou.piql (caste anct rel1s1ous groups) on tbe Indlan 

politt after Xn4ependence, an4 not vice-versa, has ma- it 

tU.ttS.oUlt to effect any soclal transtormatlon on tbe western 

seoulas-demoe.ratlo lines. , Batber lt baa perpeotuate4 tbe 

caste and religion oriented politics. Tbe pol1t1oal 

parties, on the other hand, mal.n11 the Congress, on whOm 

the rospo.n.sbtlity of tbe operatlonalization ot the secular 

ideology fallS, despite having accepted the State•s Ic!flo

logy, haft succumbed to tbue social torcea tor petty 

polittoal ent!l. !bus .• tbS. two vay proc•• • soctetyta 

impact on polity ana polity's surrender to soc1al toroea; 

bas re~n11ted in tbe accentuation at oOI!UJIUllal p011tloe, a 

legac1 ot . the pl'e-Sn4epenctence er~t and haS cb.eekec! the 

growtb ot eecUlar1zat1cn 1n In41a. 

!he alm behind such analys 18 11 to prevtde explana

tion to the tol1cw1ng questtonsa 

( 1) Hew f"ar Pa.rl1amentary torra ot ctesocrac1 baa succeectect 

1n :realla!nc tbe aeroar goall ot the ataW. f 

(2) To what extent tbe partt a,ata 11 responalble to~ 

failure on the part ot the state to accompliS• 

the secular goals ? 
..... ..,. .... - ..,.....,. 

-J. 0 fL ..,..,J.; G111.,J,.; 'Z. .J_; U"t "'V\" L '"Y'C. ieJU" ...., ~. r-,. 0 <-.LS' .S ~\,CI\.. c..lg-- .\-',~ 
.sWe!.s .S~c ~ f-~c:...(J-" .;.r ~ c.-e._l-Jz.«.e{' 



(3} Is 1t oorrect to a~y that tbe mutual reciprocity 

bebfeen rellgS.on and polt.tlca (bebfec Musllm 

mlnorlty oOIIlmUiltty aad the polJ.t1cal part1ea) 

causes or m t41!18lflGS oomDlUilalilm ? 

(4) Ia secularlsm a myth- meaning not praoticenble In 

a pwa1 soc1ety like India 7 

The answers to tbeae q,ueatltlll will be provided on 

tM bas Js ot tbe !nterences drawn trom the !blr4 and the 

Fourth Cbapters. 'ltntt the fttth Obapter - Conclus lcm -

wm contain tho answers or these questions as veU as 

. oerta1n suggestions with regard tc> tbo problems ot HSn&l• 

l·!usl!m communaliSm end tul.tlllment ot tbe aoals ot aecu• .. 
lartsm In India. 

The present cUasertatl<D ls orlented to a eancep• 

tual analysts ot the Snterrelatlonlhtp between reUglon 

ancJ polltlcs. As sucb it sa· not based upon an examtnatlao 
• 

ot el11Pft1cal materlall, altbo'.1gb oc:aas1onall1 we b,ave drawn 

an emper1ca1 t1ntl!np. In tbe light ot thlst tb~ dtsser

tatitm e hould be regar.ded a an expJ.()v.atory s tuc17'. 
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BIS!OBICAL BACKOROVlU> AID BUaVBI' OF ftm LITBRATURS 

ln th18 Obaptel' tbere 1s an endeaYour to reylfrl a 

tt'Jlf 1rnportent bookS wblch dea1 witb religion and politics 

in lndla. In orc!er to underatand tbe lnteraotloaal pattern 

ot religion and pf)llt1aa· among tbe Bint!US and the ttusUms, 

we sball consider ill some 48taU two types ot 11tehb.N -

l;~teroture ooncem&ns relJ.;lon and poltt1as~ in tbg .Rt:r 

lndeeeq.t!ent lDdle. ,and lltem!a!£! cqnqer.n~s-~•11&!99 et. 
20l1t1cs .in J!~t-lnt!!pendent,.lnd~, Tile review Of tbese 

two typeo ot literature w111 give .us an inslgbt into tbe 

nature ot tbe pl'obl• under etud1• 

1n modem lndlat the Snteraotlao between relta1on 

and politics . can be traced fit om the retom movement of tba 

19tb centu.r1• It was Clllrlng tb18 pe1oa that we tlnd tbat 

religion intrude~ d1roct11 into tbe realm of politics tor 

po11tloal action. Thus cne can oar that reform mo\femants 

ot tbe J.Otb century played a ma3or role J.n tbe polttlcal 

I 
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In tiWI regar4 t~ movements le.lmcbed by the· Brahmo S~, 

the Prarthana Seaa.J 1 tbe Tlutosopblcal looletr ana the Rama-. . - . 

kr1alma Misslon •• btgblyaigoitican~.l These movements 
' ' 

we~• In,!ll's response to the 1nt.1!'o4ttctlon ot n• Western 
' ' . 

nationaliet and tmm~~ Ideas. fhg c~equen.ces of these 

movements were profOUnd. Bvart community In Xn4len soolet7 

was let to. refOrm lta soct.o-cul tura1 pattems. The lntro

&lct1on ot wos tam ldea8 had . opened tbe minds o~ the people, 

mainly the upper atrata of aU the oommunt.~tea. lt Ss theso 

'people w~ provJ.detl leadership Sn lntU.a•s etnsfle tor lnde

pen&ence. a !be leadfng..:strata. ot mious comnnmltles were 

economt.oallt protperous and e4ueatlonally adVanood wbereas 

the vast =~or1tr Sn ever1 commun1t1 were poor, une4ucat8a, 

baclDlard and a-pollttoal. 3 ro.r them religious and parocblal 

1c!ent1tlea alone mattered. In sUllb a case religious atf1-

ll.a.tt:oma beCome an InStrument tor poltt1cal mObUi.ati.On 

$ f l II •.• , I J .. 



and rellg1oo and pollttos oatae to bet usoc1ate4 1rtlth 

,the pUNu1t or pawer by the elltee ot 41fterent ooD1J!lUftt• 

ties. 

Once tbe process ot mobUizatlon started on tbe 

<!Ommunlty bstts, tor polt.tical action. ag~inst the Brltilb 

rule, ~he pc41t1eal contJ.Sot soon occurett. !be JDaJor 

polttloal contlictl 1n modem Intl1a centered GI'OUftC! ttlo 

related queattons •. P:I.Ntly1 tbe aba:re of power to be 

enJoyed b7 dlttereat rel1g1ous commun1tlel and, ••oon41F, 

tbe constitution or· m appropzolate structure or gowl'Dilent 

to make this· ahartng ot power more etteotln. 

Tba Li~ra~~ COJl<?.~~g ~dlS~qtl-ftPdJ!~lit~~ !!2!1 
Ht.nctua an4 .~lltlt In pr,-Iqdepenc!ent ,In!¥• . 

The literature prodUoed therefore dUrtn.g tbe pn-

1ndependenae period malD17 reYolves around comm.unaltam. 

The commullal cleaYace ln. ID41an pol1t1~ 
exten~lva attention trot~ InM.aD and toreign scholars. 

1'hetr atsumpt-1ons deal wtth llal'l1&14 teatur .. N8pons1bl~ 

tor tho growtb. or cOIB.tDU.nalt.sm trDfll the Altgarb moYement. 

!be A11garh movement wh1cb Sir Syed Ahmad 1tbtm tounded 

en.il led became the purcursor or the lo.ter tfusltll League• 
-

and naturall7 occupies a maJor plaoe 1n the arm.als of modern 

Muslim pol1t1el. !be movement was malnly conoerned.11l~ 

the era4lcat1on· ot ec:!uc8t1onal backWardneSs ot Muslllll. 
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It arose in Uttar Practe~b where the Mulllla vere generall~ 

more advanced and occupied a aoolally pri.Ueged p011t1on. 

!be e&lcatlOnal act1v1t1es 1rl th!l state had lon.rwm 

oonsetU.ncu . tor the dlnlopment of Mullllll conummal poll• 

tics 1n ln<U.a. 

, '.fhe Utgarh movement tlnd!J reterenn 1D. nearly 

evarr work dlal.lns Wltb Indian poltts.ca. 4 But so ~ ~1 
DnG tull-'lengtb. atu<'l,y bat 'Nfi!ll 4ef"Oted to it bt M.S,.Jaln. S 

lam bel argued that the spirit beh1n4 the Al1Jarb .movement 

Wal!l to reassert Muslim super1or1t1 OYO!' tbl HinduS. The 

movement leJWl"a te4 tbe urce tor a 'separate and 1n4epenctent 

status tor the Muslims, vttt.ch later .oulmtna.tecl in the tor..
t1on or tbe AU-India MUJlb League. TM proauots of 

. Alf.garb emerged • the leaders or MuslSm polS. ties 1n tbe 

aJtb :centurt. The movement, which vas largely contlfte4 to 
~ 

tbe upper class seved tbe pol1~11al rather than re11gtous 

lnteresw or tbe lndlan Muslims. 6 

!be opposition to the A11garh movement was pr~14ed 

by the V1111A un&tr the leaclGrship ot Abu.\ Kalam A.za4. 

Tb!a opp_osltlon centered around the Ulama at Deobar.u!t the 

4. A.Seal, Th .tltutDCI.!lt Indian 'l:i&2b11U, Oubr1dgt 
. Untvers ty Press, Cambr14ge, 71 Cbapter 7. 

S. K.S.la~l f.bt A.licarh mHI!iDSi• Br1 Ram Hehra Press, 
Agra, l.9ti5t . pp.ll.-12. 

e. Ib14, p.ms. 
I 



world famous t'tutlJ.m fbeologloal Semlnat-1 111 north !ndla. 

nr. ZJ.aTUl•Hassan Faruql bas pubU8he4 an mterests.nr 
atu41 on tbe pol1tlca1 ortentatlcmJ ot the Dao'band tJ~ 

end reascms tor tbelr oppoa1tton to tful11m eeparatum. 7 

the U'lama ware devoted prlmarUy to tbe cause or religion 

.rather tban ot polltt.oal power• and were opposed to 

Muslim oommunaUsm because they toun4 lts votaries not . ' . 
sttttlclently orthodOx end because the A11prh moyement 

thl-oa~ned to contract tho spbee aYallable ~r lslald.• 

r.at1on.· ' 

Maul81'1a &zact wrote a u• Snterpretatlon ot the. Quran 

capable ot ccmtrlbutmg to peater rel1g10US harmony !n 

lnc.U.an society. 8 Be promoted the po11.t1oal organization ot 

tho Ulama as counter vellht to the t«usltm League, and 1t 

bas been IDISmtatec1 By MusbS.:-ul-BaQ, 9 that be expeeted 

to be made tbe Sbe1.kfl.qJ.•Islam ot· tnc!lan Mual.lml to 

provide correct leadesb1p to tbe oonmnmttr. 

Tbe natloaalllt tf:usl.J.ms vera• tbwJ, not averse to 

usSng Jtellalon tor polltloal ent11• but 1n tbe enc1 the Allgarh 
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movement waa able to buUd up_ a Muslill COJDJDUI'lal ao .... ment 

tler1v1ng its support trom the daep aenae ot rel1g1~ sOli• 

· darlty ot the greate~ ma..jorltj or the l.fuslia people. 

!he argument tbat l.fusllms were discrlmtnated againl t 

b1 the BrS.tkht and on account of their eduoat1onal baclt

var4ness were lett bebind 1n the oompetS.tlon tor Dill economlo . 

and emplo1%De.n.t Opportunltiel was tlrst developed by w. Bunter. 10 
' 

He w~ote lt as an attempt. tO: explalo. the ft!lentmer't telt bt 

Muslims towardstbe Brittsb' ~t1v1t1es 1n India,"- violently 

expressed 1n tbe act1Y1tiel': ot the lWla.bla.· Ht.81ter'a tbut.s . . ' 

. ' ! \ '\,'· 

that the l.fwJlS.. were tbe pr~ctpal , vlctila · of ·fh' nWlJ'"" 
; \ ': 

established Britl.Sh autborlt~ and bu emphas!S o'n tbeil' educa-
. . ,\. \ . . \ 

t1onal bae~ardneas an4 ta11F- to secure ade,qua ~ npresen-
tatton 1n tba semcee suppllet! the themes of, wcll':f·_ubse-\ \ ~, 

quent Muslbl un1 tr md ~ve _~an l].lbly repeat~:~ .. as \,xplana-

t1ons of the communal o~ien~t1ons given to ~1~ pld.ttlct 

by Sir Sye4 Ahmad Khan. · \ \ \\. 
' \ \ \. 

Tbe social baclGiar&'lels\.or Mull!Ditt the d~laye't,emer-
\· . ,~~ 

genae ot m14dle-clatls in t~ 1~\1111 cOIIIIJIIIIlit)' an'(\~\lllllpe
t1tlon vtth tbe alreaf!,y en~enobe\t H1ndU.•Mulllta olat,s art 

·\ \ - \ 
popular as explanations ot c~ Mwllill pollti.- w'th 

. MarxiSt sootologlsts. u · · .· \ · '. \, 
\\ 

\ \ 
. '. \ 

10 •. WW Huntier. J.DC1iD. MQIIJ.ma \(3r4 edn.)., .In~o~og1cal 
. Book Hou.u, Calcutta, 1945• p. 96. · : 'I \ _ 

11. A.B. :c. at, ~-~. ~~--4~ ot _lDAIA~~•.'&,.~Sim 
(2nd. edn.J Popular: Prakasban, Bombay, 19$4

1
, ,··\"' 

tntroouotion. ' , '', · ·., ' \ 
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The most notable Indian work representing ~ ten

dency is A.R.Dtaa1'• work. Tha p1ouer1n& work ot w.c.sms.th 
exemplifies tbe same approach. 8m1th comblrled ~ Hunt••s 

e~planatioa wttb Marxltm aoctology1 cd arra4 that couu

na11Sm va~ charaow.tstlo or tb.Oie leeton or Musllla aoct.etr 

wblch bad te~ ~ot experlence4 tho ••reanca ot the atodlra 
m14&.e-olas a.l2 

Rat1q Zaka.Pia1 on the other band, npnsentt wba t 

could aonvetitentlJ' be dHcrlbod at the nat1onal11 t lfuslila 

understanding or Muslim polltlca, vbtch trace• the sources 

o~ Mulbl QotDm'llDaltam to the backWardnds ot tbe cOJ.tmtUnltp 
. \ 

ana its claiftl at ~be lamt time to a legitimate I bare in 

powe»- an4 economy. ~. Zaltarla also exemplltt.a the aatlo

nal18 t Mutlt.mt vearlnele wf. tb the poll.tlCI ot Nulla c0Jil!Jl1-

nalllm, Vhlob .11 •••n to be tou48Jiental17 to tbe Musltm•a 

own detrlment.13 

!be thesiS tln8loped by Hunter and talcen Up wS.th 

?ariatlons by Marxiat and other wrlten on Mual1m polit1ca, 

bas been challenged b1 A.Seal and P.Brass. Seal bafll shown 

tbat Hunter pnerated data trom tbe con41tloDS or Muslims 

ot Uttar Pra4Mb .tol!' tb8 Mualllll all over In&. But !D. 

tact these oondlttor~~ v~Sed sbarplJ trom proVince to pro

vince, and Muallms 1n Kusltm-MS.nor1ty provinces were tar 



·frOm being backWard. 14 Paul Bras• bas sbatm that UuaUms 

were •4U.catlona11,y tar more ac!Yanced an4 vell placed ln 

the actnlntstratlon than lU.ndus (hla tSndlntPJ aro basea OD 

a deta.Ue4 examl.aatlon or data from tbe census reports trom 

Uttar Pradesh), and that ID4oe4 tbatr tlcht at tbe tum 

ot the oentur was tea- ore tor preserving ot tbe1r p.r1Y1-

leg~d positlm rather :tban tor l.mpro\fing their con41tlan.s.15 

Thus one can say that caaummal mover.umt afiOng the f.tuslfms 
I ~ ~ . . . 

in India ·Ves Dl09eJDent Of tbe prl'f'lloged :t'a_ther. tban Of 

the 4epr1Yec! aeotlODI ot tbe !tuslim population. 

In the pre-1nc1epenc!enoe pelod the theort ot commu

nalism (espec1ally of Mual1a oo.mmunaJ.Sea) most popular wltb 

tbe oatlonaliSt wrltan vas essentlally a proau.ot or BrltJ.sb . . . 

pollol'• Patwardban and Mehta bold tbat Sir Sye4 Abma4 KbaD 
. . 

was not ant1•B1n4ll or even antl•natlonalllt. He was not 

carta&nl.J' pro-Itt.llm who vanted to provide pol1t1oal reoor 

Ditloa to tbG MuslSrla 1n XncUa.16 He a~ceected in tb19 be

aause or the British Imperial purpose ot • divide and rule•. 17 

17. 
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The fundamental problems ~aced by the Indian people were 

more or less identical and attem t to solve them were 

'bound to. cut ac·ross discussions on comnmnal o1' religious 

lines• •18 

Th1s vieW that communal oleavag~ 1n India was caused 

b,r ~be British 1s not aooepted by many. hr example, Dr. 

B.R.Ambedkar argues that •Muslim politics takes no note 

ot purely secular categories or lite, namely, the d1tteren

ces betw~~n the rich and po~, capital and labour, landlord 

and tenant. 19 He maintained that the antagonism beu.Feen the 

HindUs and the Muslims vas spiritual 1n character. a> 

Following the same line, G.S.<»!UJ>ye has presented an 

analys f:s and contemporar 1 conflict between Muslims and 

Hinttus.21 . 

M.A.Karandikar represents yet another attack on 

Muslim secta~ian politics, and its domination by relision 

or orthodoxy •. Re has argued that Muslim politics bas been 

lB •. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

Mehta and Patwardhan, Op. cit., p. 261. 
B~R.Ambedkar, tl}ouglit,a '211 Eaki!tan. Popular PrakaShan, 
Bombay, l9El3, p.47. · . . 

B~R.~Ambellkart ,!lli~ p. 337." 
' I 

G.B.Ghurye1 · Spgk• !ens ion in iD41i• Popular PrakaShan, 
Bombay, 19&3, ,pp. 4?-?S. 



cbaraeterisecl by a sput.t or reY1Yallsm slnce the da1S ot 

Sheikb Ahma4 SirblD411 OD4 tb18 baa prevented S.t .froB 

aoat.ng to te.rn:s wttb tb.e mo4ern ethos of ~a.t1onaUam1 

tolerance ot other creectt an4 natl~taa. 22 beYer, 

tbls v1• bas been crltlcSSed by s.c. M.ll~a wbo bellevas 

that gmlGl'alisett picture slnWn by KarancU.lcar ovelOotcs . . . 

the 41trer~t raoets ot t-!usUm pol1tles. 23 

· Contl'~Y to ~bale vt.re PrabbQ.D.S.xit mdntaSna that 

eo~m sa India vas a aotlvating force in tbe pursuit 

' of power. She bold~ tbat HSn&l oomrnunal poUt1o8 bas been . . 

slmllarl7 motiva~t\. lo a plural society whero 1'elld.Oll8 

S.dentlttes are prtmar71 poUtloal power bound to be 

assessed by tba nlatlve sbare or pouer eacb communlt; oan 

secure tor ltselt. 24 

I.U.Broomtiel4 argues, cont11ot over power 1S the 

essance ot communal dlvS.Slcn. to. pollttcs - bUt that . 
41vSs1on Is eonf.lned to tbe comnnma1.1.n as auo.h. 25 

A8 agatost these, several scholars bave mainte.1ne4 

tbat J..iusUm comnnmaltsm vas a consequence or the 



ta~ure ot Inc!~an na t1onallall to develop a trull7 non-

oOtnmUDal ethos. 26 . 

The e~rassioa ot HIDdu. rel1g1oua attltudd 1D polS.• 

t1os o,._ · tbl'ougb the outlook ot 1n41v14Ual. poll tloal leaders. 
·-·~ & •• - -

Tll• rev1'10.1 ot Blndtlilm ot the l?tb century and protouDd17 

lnt'luenced leactera. like Lala La~pat Ra1 in the PUD,1ab1 --
AurobiD40 /Gbosb 1n Benpl cd fU.alt. 1n Mabaraahtra. Pan41t 

behaviour. Mahatma Gandbl- .ewn ac~ledged Binda religion - ---·-- ------ ..... ~. - . ---. 
to be the toun&lttoa ot .hSI pol1t1e~. Gandhi called bS.elt . 
a aanatani anct be11ewct 1n nnasbrama dharma, and ,.t r•J•o-
tett tbe authority or the saorea testl lt tbet contlS.ote4 . . 

, wlth bl.l own moral tense. Be 41r1w4 bu rs.rat prlnclplea in - . -·- --·· -----
poll ties or _r~~r 111 Ute, troa_ ~he os.ta. 21 

Hat ':"lab influence all tb~ bad on India pQll.tlca sa 
hard to say. fhee •• in tb.e past and there 1a now cr1t1-

olsm of Gandhi ~ _1mpo!'tt.ng religion Into polltS.cs• _and

atleest aomt part ot the communaJ. tU.villctl 1n Xndia.D pol1t1cs 

ht:" bee. attributed to hia •exee~s1ft' p.re-oocupation wlth 

HineltdSm.- Moat or the workll .ret1ewect here on· commu:nallatm 
------......___ 



pertaln to Mmtlt.m communaliSm. 'fh1a, ,J.rL.becaute in . .the_p_re

lndepen4ence period po11t1ol Val d0211Date4 by the oldal 

/of nationalS.• aac1 tbe counter clataa ot Muslill .cOl'lltlUnalt.am. 

· Blrlctu oOlDrriUnal poll.tlcs Val never wry Yt.corOul and oouaDded 
. - _. ~ - ~ ___ ... - -- ~ --

little php leal support. 

fbus tb.e ~-· and ••sumptlons ott~ work related 

wtth religion and po11t1ct 1n pre-lndepenctence India tall 
' ' 

under the tollowlng categorlesa· 

' 
(a) lru!ia const.s~ec! of c~num1t1es at d1tterent ltagea 

ot soctBl, economic and pollt1cal develoJment adftnomc 

1D tbe seal~ ot atOdernisation at dt.tterent rates an4 

over 41tfttrent t1rae pert.odl1 the gaps wblcb tb\11 deve

loped accoun.t tor tbe partloular •hap• and ·eVOlution 

ot the communal pollt1CI. 
' 

(b) !he Muslims m particular were baolorard oomtJltlD1ty, 

persecuted by the Brltllb a.utbor1t1eta. 1n the atter-

matb or the Mutsny, aD4 at a disadVantage In the 

competition tor polltlcal and economto . .p.OliU,J tberetore, 

!nitlallr atleast, they had no .choice but to pursue 

connmmal interests extens1ft1J'. 

(c) HindU soctat1 wltb its oast. eptem. t!1<1 not baw tbe 

1natltutional openness needecl tor the conatructicm ot 

a composl te national communltJ. 
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( 4) Ialamlo vttb ltl rlgld end tanatlo.al religS.Out •tboa, 

was boun~ to promote •eparatilt pollt1u. 

(e). Democratic po11t1cs1 wltb ltl eapbasSa 01'l muabent 

vu 11kel7 to 1ea4 to communal pola.rU&tlon ill a 

soctetr t:racmente4 into antagoa.J.st1e rel1g1oua 

oomm.un1tta. In any eMntt eaob oolllllUDltT waa bOunc! 

to olaim tor ltlelt the ,reatest possible ebare 1D. 

power • tbD .inevitable oorJiequenoe ot po11t1oal 

moderni&att.on. 

( t) fbe presence ot an outs ide power 1 eager to promote 

.ana exacerbate oom.munal dao1a1oDJ vas a cruolal taotor •• 

(g) the economic pro}4em was tundamental; --but ·the explol• 
- -· ----- -----

(b) fbe oonfllct vas aot ~tw~~ ~-~lt~t: .'bUt bttvea 

the competing elites ot dltfBreat communltin .. 
~" - -·· -- -. 

Fartberano.t'llt tbe problea. Val esse~t1al11 l'&glonal 

,.ather tbarl. Motional in cbaraoter. 

(1) !be nat-tonal!St asovoment used.rellgt.ous idioms and 
···--- ·-- . _____ ___.__ 

•JM:bolSsm, tb.us Sllportlnl _ communal !)"..!!!Onet 11'lto 

the movement S.tlelt., i.Dt_!;e'd ot_atftloplftl a reVOlu-
~ -- ·-: ·---~ . 

t10Dal'1t seoula:r, -•~!l~j.q_ldaOlOCf• 
~-
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( J) '1'~ leadera hlp or !llak, l.urob~ndo, ~ala La.Jpat 

Ral. and Oan4b1 became ldent1tS..t! wltb tbe z-eri.Yal . -
of H1n411Ssm. ~bey ta:Ue4 to build up a secular - .-~--... . ~ .. 

national movement and Ins tet4 !mpo~~e!! s:el1g1cn. 

t.nto polltlcs, with ttl ~eYitable consequence 

ot oQDm\lllal polarize. tlon. 

Under tb11 baokpounct ot tbe causes ot tbe growtb 

of CQmiiUllalSSm 1n India all endeavour vUl be made here· to . 
analrse the illter-relatlonsbip between rel1g1tll and pltt

tlea among the H1n4WJ an.4 Mwlll!Jis !A po.P-indQen&m.t Inctta.. 

II. ~i;terature cGDoemt.ns ~l:J.slon and &olltloa •95!1 
mn~ .¥'!4 Mus limit m eos t-S:ft~•een<Jence l!!riocl. 

Soborarly studlel cancern1ng tbt mteract1ona1 pattern 

ot rellghll and pollt1CI ID post-independence period a.zte· ot 

three tJPea, (l) 3ur18d1ot1on ot the state 1n tbe 8pbere 

ot rellg~on• (11) poUtloal b0bav1our, (111 ) ·CQ'Imn1Bal 

rtolence. 

(1) luriscllotlaa. ot the •tate in tbe sphere ot re11g1cxu 

!be maJor work_repr~Sng tbe.Jur!sdlctlcn ot tbe 
- --- .. 

s·tate ln tho sphere or re11g1Cil Ss done by D.E.Smlth (India 
' . ------88 a 8ecular State). 1'aldng tbe Un1te4 States as bS.S model 

tor the neutrality or the a tate 1ft ___ matters- ot I'Gllgtcn, Smith 

round the Indian state &nsutr1o1ently secular ~because or 

the 1n1t1atlve t.t bad taken 1n · · htormlns tm law, reltgloal 
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lnstS.tutl.ont and practices ot the HlndUI. 29 thla did aot 

c!etraot trom. tbe overall record ot the Indian gowrnments 

lts liberal poltotes towardl religious minor1ttea were 

tully la oontormlty wl.tb the tolerance ot 41ssent and freedom 

ot religious obaracte.r1st1cs of tbe 1n41ar1 tradition. Ve4 

PrakaSh Lutbara toUwins Smith'• poslt1on em wbat •socula• 

rism' tecbnioallt requires or a secular state• has arguod 

that 1ft India ttbe s'tate cannot abdicate the responsfbU1ty 

ot bringing about rellgloue retorl!ll even 1f such proeeedtnp 

do not appoar to be whOlly 1n accord with the state' a pro

oJ.at.m8c1 secular character. By •secular state• Lutbeta meims 

a constitutloaal separation ot state an4 religion, rattler 

than ~qual status accorded to aU religions as 1n lntUan 

usage. a> 

(11) Pollt1cal Bebav1~ 1 

'fb~e formal iSsues apart, a mee sptematlo scrutlnJ 

ot the political behaviour ot rellgioua cOI!U!1'Ull1tles bat 

nce1VG4 attention from bDth aoc10logJ,Itl ana po11t1oa1 

so1entuts. They main11 deal with the electoral behaviour 

ot tbe 41t~rent religious communities. The most notable 

stucty In tbJs regard 11 done b7 Ra~Di Kothari and Tarun Setb. 



ltotbart and Seth examined 1n their study (Extent and limits 

ot community voting • tbe case ot Ba,l'oda Bast) in great de

taU the bootbwme population com.poaJ.t1cm and candidate su-, 

pport 1n Baroda East Const1tuencJ and came to tbe conclusion 

tbat 'no cOtlllll'Ufllty voted: c-blook tor one party. the votes . . . 
ot et:Jery community were ~pllt ••• , except tbose ot the Muslims. •31 

The Congress Party mmaged subStantial support among the 

mmortty communities, Besides, a more important conclusion 

w• that the MWillm. can41c!ate ot the Conar•• Puty al.Wa,s 

secured substantial Hlndn aupport. !here have been other 
' 

studies s~owlng the patte.rn ot community vot1n,, uslng booth-

wise data. 32 !he general conoluslons drawn so tu see'!n to 

be that the oommun1ty vote 1S never given en-block, exoept 

I•luSllms and that polS.tloal 41'1181ons ba.Ye eroded community 

sol14ar1ty, tbousb much leis among the Musllml than tbe otbor 

communities-. 

file electoral strategies followed by the m1n.or1t1. 

oommun1Ues have been diScussed by many achoJ.a.rs •. In this 

regard. the works ot Basbeedtlctdin Khe, ZM QUreshi and VIS Nair 

are important. Professor lthan gives· an accOUftt ot the l.fusllm 

32. 
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politics or Htderabad as 1t baa develope<t since the 1nte-
U.'-

grat1on ot tbe state lnto"IncUan Union. He uses mainl1 

electoral data trom the tour general elections t:rom 1952 

to 1967,33 Be also provideS an account ot tbe Yarlous 

t4us11m p011Uoal groups operating 1n tbe reclon and their 

leadership. 

Professor Qurallhl ctves • brtet account ot the elec- , 

toral aotivtttes or tbe MuslS.S MaJlSib-8-Mwlbavarat, a b~dy 

founded tn 1.964 •·to articulate t.fUsllm interests in Indla. • 

!he MaJ11a 1 Queresbl states, •wa.s an embodiment ot the poll

tical trus~ratloDI accumulated amoltl the Muslim leadership 

since 1947. fbe M&Jlls marked a departu.l'e trom earlier 

M'Usllm polt.ts.cal movements 1n India 1n various respects, 

inoluc.U.ns tho very idea or tormS.ng a pressure group as an 

ifttegral part ot the OODititut10Dal .framework. Instead or 

augumenttng d1at.ruat agaiDSt democratic S.t1tut1ons and 

predoms.nanu·, non-t.fu8l!m pol1t1cal parties, the MaJlia 

leadership accepted normal democratic processes and sought 

to promote Muslim interes t1 tbrougb these. • 34 

Nair has argued that politics 1n Kerala 11 dOminated· 

by religion ana cas·te-oentretl interest• groups. Tbe Nair 

Servlce Socletr torm.ed 1n 1914 to promote social reform and 

33. Ba~beedud41n ltban, l.fusl1m leadership and Electoral 
polltlce tn Hyderabad 1 A pattern ot minority ArticUlation, 
Bconomio and pol1t1cal weekly, April,. 10, 1971, p. 

34. . Z.M, Quraesb1, ·ilectoral s trateglft of a. Minority pre
ssure group ' ~· Muslim I-taJlis-..-Musbawarat, Ia SaD 
SH£UYt 8(12), Docember, 1968. 



mod.orn edUcation among the Hairs, became af'ter 1948 a prota• 

sontst ot Rinella interests. 35 

(111) Qgmmppa\ YllliDII ; 

Tbe ool!liJlUnQl· 91olenoe has been .one ot the maJor_ aspects 

ot the· role ot religion in poli~loa. There baa been subStan

tive _stUdY ot this recurrent phenomenon ot Indian political 

lite. In the pre-tndepenclence period tbe main Jnc:Lc!entl ot 

communal Violence used to be associated w1tb cow •laughter, 

music botore mosq;uas, re11g1ous and pol1t1cal processions, 

eto. mot untU almost the very end ot Br1t1sb rule was com

munal violence deliberately 1no1ted tor p01lt1cal purposes. 

But lrrcspecttve of ho.t they originated, communal r.S.ota 

a.lWa}C had the maJor polltloal consequence ot mobUlzlna the 

mass ot otherwise unpol1t1cal people. Riots, have Plarect a 

maJor role 1n building up tba Muslim LeagUe's mass tollcw1ng. 

There coUld be no doubt Oat large-seale communal rioting was 

a maJor factor leading ttle congress party to accept the par
tition or Indla. 

lor s evoral )'Oars after part1 t1 on there was a decline 

1n the numbel" and intensity or communal riots. !he·Y have, 

however, been on the increase since about 19~, and a number 

ot fierce communal V1olonce bave naar oocurect. 

35. vr-s Nair, Communal interest groupe in Kerala in DB 
Smltb (ed) loutb A!Hn l!'PJ.i!iS.C! ~ Bfllgt,gg, ,2p.C1$., 
Cbapter s. 



URBSOO experts carried oat a stu4J 1n 1953 on the 

ps ycbologtcal causes ot communal ba tre4 lea dina to Violence. 

Sineo then the Ganc!blan Institute ot StUdies at Varanast 

bas done a psychologlcal stu4y ot the riots in Rourk&la. 36 

Tbia stuey, based on a aample S\U'ftJ ot 2)0 respondents 

· (31 MUslimS, 38 Adlvalls and 131 Hindua) enquired into the 

soc1o-econom1c and demograph1o composltlon ot tbe population, 

tho mu~ tears or the Blrutus, Musllml ~d Adivasu, and 

tbe role or rwaour 1B 1nc1 ttng the riots. 

fbe Government ot India and seYaral state governments, 

e.g. tbe Government ot QuJa.rat, Jammu. & Kashmir at14 14ab.ara• 

sbtra, bad appo1Dte4 commtss:l.~ to enquire into the cauaa 

~f partiCUlar riots. In 1967 the Qoyernment ot In~a app

ointed a comm1ss1ori ot fpqu1r7 to report on five communal 

d1sturbances that bad taken place during that rear 1n Bib~, 

t4abarashtra and Uttar Pradesh, with the intention that at 

tha end or the enquiry it shoUld be possible to arrive at 
I 

some &tt1n1te conclusion regarding tba nature and causes 

ot COI!lllnmal. &.stur'banoes. 

The commiSsion bas so tar submitted only tvo reports, 

one on Banchi-Hatia riots ot August 1967 and the other an 

tbe Jaunpur and Suchetpur riots of September, 1987.37 

37. 



fhe taw emp1r1cal atuc!les on Muslill society 40118 1D 

recent tears show that what 11 taking place u 1D.oreutna 

lalamlzatloa rather than modernization,~ and that c011l!JD.l

n1ty aol1ctar1t7 iS being emphaJ1se4 puticululy ln the. 

context of. the growth of B!ncb1 communal pal'tles. 39 

The vorl<l concerning rel181on an.d ·palltica ot the poat•j 

1n<Iapnctenoe pe.r1o4 Clearly1nd1oate tbat tbe Hinc!U-Mullll!l . 

communalism, a legacv of tbe o01Ull1D1al era•. continued to pr~• 

van 1n tbe soo1o-pot1tical structure or lftdependent In&. 

The dltterenoes between tbe Bt.ndul and Muslims rematn. al 

Wide as before. BesideS the secular goalS of tbe state, 

ma1ftly tbe e~lutlon ot the unltorm o1•11 code han remam 

uncompliahed. 

tJJ:uter tbil hS.Storloal backpomd ot tbe conaequen

t1al c!1mens1ons ot the lnteraotlon betw•en religion. and 

pol1t1ca :.. ~we, 1n the next ohaptert, wlll make attempts 

to unravel the pattern ot interaction betwec religion an4 

politics 1n post-independent India. 

38. ·See s.c.l41ara1 ·MU811m eommunlt1oa Sn QuJarat, Bombay, 
1964J Pratap c. Aggraw&h . ._.. tho Rev1Yal 1n udGrn India a 
the case ot the Meoe 1 &mt Ootobw lB, 1969. 

39. Craig Baxter, ·t~ lg Saghs tbQ )}rigf tl11torr 1n 
D.E.Sm1th (ec.t.) outb ASian polities and reltglon, 
Princeton, 1969, pp. 74-10. 



G.BAttiR•III 
SECULAR ! D!»LOQJ: OP !Im Sf& !I AIJ) fBS 

POLIBCAL PARtiES IN INDIA 

In thJs Gbapter, lt 18 our en4eawur to explt• 
~~ . 

cate, the seoul.ar ideology or tbe state and the neva 

on se0'1ll.ar 1deolos.v ot tbe dl.tterent polltlcal .Pal'tles 

1n lntU.a. !fbo cb1ar a1m1 beh1n4 the tOumeratton ot 

those taotl are the tolloulD& 1 

( i) to examine uhetb.er tbe s eoular Ideology ot 

tho state 1s f'unctlonal 1n the Inc11an cone

test or. not, 

( il) to brlns into light tbe extent ot 1ts soo1al 

acceptab111t1 an4 ftnally to state tbat such 

an t.de0lol1 lS the device ot tbe state to 

deal wt~h the toroea at oommuna.l.J.sm, oaste

t.am etc. t ant! 

( 1U) to ovol'f'e gra.taaUy a unlfol'm o1v11 code so . 



' 
In ordor to accomplish tbe aboYe mentioned 

alms tbll Chapter Y1U be dS.Vlde~ into wo section~. 

la tbe t.t.rst seotlon - lnd1m ~Ogtal ssrsoen IDd 

,tbt .PJ!tl'Qs lcltolea: ot l;ht ~~ID lJl Jnt&l - we wlU 

briefly tocus upon the pattel'DI of the dlYene %4Man 

Social Stncture and the ex!st81lce ot the- outdated . 
traditional 1nltltut1o.na. fhe empbaala on these two 

maJo.r aspects of the IDdian aootety vm give us an 

!nsS.gbt into the <lynamlct ot tba Indian soo1al s tru• . . 
owe. fbo analJWll ot the components ot tbe Indt.an 

social stneture wUl enable us to ewaluata the tunc

tloniDg or the seculu ldeo1011 o~ tbe state ln lndla

wbtcb VUl be dealt with at considerable leD.gtb lD tb.t8 

section. 

In the seconc! seot1 on ""' S,2J!&M U.IO . gC tba 

S.tmtl.a:c l~mzl.QII 1D loCk.- we shall, 1n order to 

examino tbe eoc1al aoceptab111ty ot the secular 14eo

_1081 ot the state 1n India, point out the views ot tb9 

dittorent scholars ana communal orsanlzatlcns tmtl then 

02amlne the vta~s of tbo national polltlcal parties . 
~ this con text. In ordor to examine the vtew1 ot the 

nattonal-.polltlcal pa..rt1es on tbe socmlar ideology 

or the state ln IntUa we sbaU comlder mainly their 
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secular programmes conoerntng tbe mlnorlt1• as eD1:1ste4 

1n tbeir election · tD&.n1testos. The examination or the •1811• 
or 4ttterent scholars, oomm.unaltstl and p011t1cal partlel 

on the secn4ar 14eol.Ogt of the (itate, wlll show .considerablJ 

the extent ot lta aoclal aoceptabU1t,Y. 1n India. Above 'all, 

in tbe 11gb t of the inferences drawn trom the aDalJS !S ot 

the above mentioned aepeota ot aaoUlarSam, ve sbaU brletly 

. point ou.t tilE! aSms ot saol4ar pollt7 lri India and lts 

achievements. 

§us;&on- & 
xnae soow ~S£'4ot:s£t e4 · ~!OUlK 

I,@olog ot. tbe S~!e- tn IDd'• 

In the oontemporary soc1olog1oal literature the Indian 

social a.tructure_ and cUltural pattern an obaraoterfaed -bJ' 

unit~_~ di~rs~ty._ Unity ot tba Indian soo1al. suuo. tve ,. 
1s man1ta8t 1n lta po11t1cal tost1tutton1 whereas 41vers1t.v 

lies Sn its aooio-cultu:ral complexea~ 2 VnltJ IS S11Jlbol1sedr 

by the politlcal s,atem whieh operates witbJn tbe t.ramoworlt \ 

ot tbo Indian ConstitUtion. TbS.S S1Dlbollo political 1.m1t1 

!S also mnnltest in the psyobological. torm- national 

consciousness, natlonal.ism, etc. Barring tbSS, other. lnst1-. 
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hlsbl.J t11981"1e and vary at both ,Ulqe an4 regional levell. 

the population of India la rac1al11 d1verae, conta1• 

nJ.ng elements &om s Sx matta raclal t1,P81 • tbe Negro, the 
t . ~ - '-

proto-Aus!rol v1d, the l«oftgollona, the Mectlterraneans, tbe 

wostem Brahycepbals, and the Norc11c. 3 Tbe beterogenlty ot 

popUlation 1n terDS or race and colour ta aoc10log1cally not . . 

very s1gn1tioant. Prom soclOloglcal v1•polnt lnatltuttonal 

41verslty is more important. Attthe tnst1tut1ana1~1e~l, 

the Indian- soclal structure, as 1t ex18tl todaft is highly , 

diVerse 1li terms ot .rellgton, caste and tribe. There are as 
• • 

many as ten major rellgtous groups. Each hal ·its own code . 
ot condUct and ee.cb 1s guided by its own personal law .... 

Bin~ by HJndU personal lllf 1 Mulltms by MusliiD personal 

lew. BC$1c!es, there are :lnumerable caste and tribal poups 

wblch ext.s t sl4e by slde. Tbe mazor1age1 tamlly an.d ld.DSb1p 

systems of tbese religions, caste and tribal sroup~ are not 

uniform and ditfor markedly trom region to region. In ln41a1 

ve find vart.ous types or ~~~arr1ap s~tena 1ft praot1ce llke 

polygamy (Jterala castes), polyanctrr (the Todaa an~ Kotas or 

·the NUg1rta, the Khasa ot launsar Barmar , etc.). polTSall1 
' . 

(Muslims), monogamy (Upper caste HindUS, Jaw and Bu4dbJ.ets). 

Apart from tbt&, oertain rulea, prac.ticos an4· customs like 

s. Ibi~ 

• See fable 1. 
' 



cU.vorce, ~S.dafl remarriage, etc., vary trom one group t~ 

the other. It widcw remarriage is permitted among ltulllmlt 

Ohr18t:1ans and Par11J 1t Js torb:l4&m among the b1gher castes 

of HinduS and law. It 41'f'Orce u allowed among oertaill 

tribal stld Mwll111 groupa 1t u torb144en among the _HinduS, 

S1m11arly ta1aU1 sptem is also· not ot un1torm tJPe. Botb 

~oint and nuclear tamJJ.y IJStems os.tlt - each ttpe, 1a 

turn, is matrilineal and patrilineal• 

'l'ABLR- I 

Religious groups 

1. BJadWS 

a. lbllml 

3. Chrtattau 

4. Sikba 

s. Jaw 

e. BudciU.a t.s. 

7. ~-· 
a. Other Tribal rellgioDI 

9 •. Non-Tribal religions 

10. zorattrlanl 

(Census, 1951) 

Pereen.tace ot the 
Population 

es 

8G .Q 

1.7 

o.eo 
o.oa 

-
0.47 

o.os 
o.oa 
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. ' 

Further, tbe olasa1t1cat1on ot these religious grOUpS 

1n terms or rural-urban res 1dence ancl occupational aftllia

.t1cm indicates tbe tollowlnga The tribal peopl.e are predo

minantly rurals the .relative urban percentage ot Musllml, 

Ctu-SSt1aDS and .raw is higher than their rural percentages 

ParS.S and latns are maJnl.J urban vbSJ.e Slkbs and 'lrlbala are 

tn1n1ma11J urban. 4 

At the v!.Uap level, we t1n4 these religious and 

caste groupa, wb1oh 41tter :wt. th each other on various terms 

like, marriage s,atem, family s7Jtem1 etc. 1 existing side by 

s14e and cooperat1n; wltb eaob other 1n tbe economld tlelcL 

There are vUlagea w1tb HindU tenants and Muslim landlordS 

(Uttar Pr$desb) an4 H!nd\1 lan.cUor41 an4 Mosllm. tenants. 

TIJere are many other Ylllagas with lan4wners t~om other HindU. 

castes (f'rom Brat.untns to tbe Bar1Jans) and a ~ Muslim land

owners aS .well. Somet1me& big t.fwllim lan«owne~s ba'fe Blnd\l 

servants wblle HindU landowners bave tfuslim ser,vants. 

Fr~ thiS 1t 1S clear that tho Indian social structure' 

is inStitutionallY very complex. Amidst the soo1al d1vers1• 

tias 1n the f'leldS of marriage, tamUy religion~ cast and 
' • I 

var 1ous other practices and customs • the people ue unltied 

by tbe soc1o-econom1o t1es. It u tb.e latter vJilch 1s 
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l'GSpons1ble ~r the soo1o-eeonomic denlopment ot tbe Indian 

o.lvUlzatiOD. 

Above all, anotber important feature, apart tram 

tbe un1t1 and d1verstty ot the Indian social struot~t 

b• been the endlarablllty ot its trad1t1onal patterns. fbe:re 

are large number ot traditional tnstltut.lcma end practices 

llke untoucbabU1ty, devadall, satl, etc. wh1cb cont~ue to 

persiSt in India despite the onset or modrml1zat1on. These 

iustitut!Ons were dJ81\mct1Qnal tor tbey were responsible· 1 

largely tor the prevalence ot rampant lnequaltty 1n tbe 

lncU.an sooletr. 

ftds was the complex tradition bound and d198rse soctal 

structure tor wblcb a new polity hatl to be set up atte,-

1ndopen4ence. !be Indian political elites 1nsp1re4 by the 

modern. ideas of equal1t7• ~ustice, treedom, citizenship, 

secularism, demoorac1, etc., anll having deSires to effect 

change 1n the IncU.sn social structure gqe to lts people a 

secular ana 4emocrattc pol1t1• Tbe cons t1tut1on or In etta 

untz&r whlcb the lni!lrm politloal system ttmct1ona Incorpo

rated tho mo~rn secular democ:rat1c idealS. fbeSe secUlar 

end democratic idealS were structured 1n accordance witb 

the l1glt1mato interests o£ mostly all the groups - rel1g1o.ns, 

caste and tribal groups. Intt1v1dUal was made tbe un.t.t and 1 

he was made equal before the law. Every 1ntUv14ual vas given 



r1gb1J to freedom ot religion. !be cons titutS.oa made 1 tate 

neu~al Jn .regaecl to 1tl religious atrU1at1on .and .tbtll a 

separation was laid out between atate zd religion. But 
\ 

there existed a restricted separa.tloa between rel1gloa. 

and state wblcb was not absolute. The con~~t1tutlca gave 

state tbe rigbt to lnter.len 1n tbe religious attalrs *'lf 

and wben necessary". But at the same time 1t made state 

sUent 1n ita attlllat1on towardS any partlcu:J.ar t'el1g1on. 

Such a res trlotec! aeparat1a:~: appears to haw been drawn with 

tbe purpose or reforming the outdated tra41t1ona1 mst~tu

ttona and evolving a unttorm olvU law tor all In<Uana. 

N• let ua mow Jn detaU about the tenets ot tbe aecUlar 

14eology ot the atate lD India. For tbe proper underatanding 

ot tbe secUlar ideology ot tbe state as embo41e4 ln the IntUan . 
Constitution we ahould look tnto 1ts three 1daa1 components • 

freedom ot ·r~l1g1on, c1t1zeraab1p anct •eparat1on ot state 

and religion. 

Free
1
4om or R~l&siolJ.•-

!be Indian Constitution •pec1t1oall1 guarante• rel~

g1ous freedom botb to Snd1v14Uala and orcanlsed groups. 

The Artlcle 25(1) a tates a *'subJect to public order, morality 

and b.eal tb and to the other proviSions ot tbla part, all 

persons are equally entitled to .t.reettom or conacience .sd 

the right freely to profess, practice and propagate 
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.religion". 8 

WbUe the constitution tully guarant•• tbe sover1• 

gnt1 ot tbe · 1n41v1«ual conscience ln !Batten of sp1r1tua11 

tbts liberty even extends to tbe cwert man1testat1Cil ot . 

rel1a1ous belleD~ (p.ractloe, prot-slon and propagation). 

A further poJ.Dt of relqanc.e Sa tbat tbJa freedom ot roll• 

gton extent\t not on11 to c1t1r.ens but to all pel'Bons (even 

the rl&bt to propagate .religion) 1 this !ncludea toreign miSsio

naries in IntU.a wbo are actlt>ely engaged 1n the propagatlOD 

ot relig1rm.. 

Howe98r, there are tu interests ot public welfare to 

be safeguarded. AU the above .rights ~· guaranteed, subJect 

to "public order, morality mel ~altb". fhls indicates 

state•s r1gbt to interfere in the religious affairs. 1'b1S 

is justlt1able on two grOUI'ldl. F1rstly, tor amellorat1on ot 

many inhuman praoticu, ~Ute Sat1t tevadaal, wb1eb .are c1er1ve4 

from the HlrldU religion. lt 11 held tbat state's interfe

rence 1n the realm or religion in the India context ts nece

ssary and warranted. Secondly, unless state interterea 1ft 

the 1'Gl1g1ous attalra there oan not be any chance or (tVOlrlng 

a uniform clvU code. "V.K.Namblar also bG11ews that the 

state•s rigbt to tntorrere in the rellglous affairs Ss waranted 

1n tho Indian context. to quoto b1m1 "One could hardl,- expect 



the state to des!at trom Snteretermg in religious practices 

which 1ftvolve human sacrlt1oe. In the case ot praottc• like 

•satl' and '4evadal1', even though they are purportedly 

. ter1ved from tbe B1rutu. religion, the state must have thO cons

titutional power to ban them., The aame apPliu to tbe praa

tioe or 1mtouebabUlty wh1ob tbe state hal abolished in 

Ar-tlole l?t on the baits ot humaD. equa11tr. 09 then are 

further d.raat1o 11m1tatlons on the right guaranteed 1a 
' . 

Article 26(1) ot the Constitution, tbe~~- are ••bodS.d Sa 

Article 95( 11) and tbey 1Dolu4e, (a) the rogulatlcn aD4 

restriction b1 the state or ant econointo, tlnancial, pOlltl• 

cal or other secUlar activity which may be associated with 

Nl1g1ous practice, (b) the provts 10ft. tor soo;ial welfare 

and reform end the throwing open or H1ndu religious 1Mtl• 

tutions of a public cbal-acter to all olasla and seotlorss 
j 

of HinduS. 

By this provision, the state was enabled to lllS.k9 exten

sive mo4lt1cat10nl· in the Bin~ Personal Llll (relating to 

marrSaP,• divorce, succession and adoption etc.). This 

prov181an enabled to_atate to enaot tbe Har1~an temple ent~r 

laws and the Central UntouobabU1ty ( oftenc~) Aot ot 1956, 

!he eollectift aapeot of' religious freedom bas been.· 

dealt with 1n art1cle aa wb1ob gives re11g1ous ~om1nat1ona 
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the right to es.tabllsb and maintain institutions tor rell• 

gtous ana ebaritable purpos~, to manage its own attatrs 

1n matters: ·Ot religi~J to own and acquire movable and t.nao

vable p~porty and to adm1n1ster such propert1 tn ,accordance 
' 

w1tb. 1.,. Evert re11g1oua 4enalnatlon u a1Ten the rtabt 

to dec14e wbat ritea and ceremonl• are usenttal acoordlng 

to tbe t~eta ot the re11g1on bel4 ancl no outside autbortty 

has the power to ln.tervene 1n thiS matter. Apart trom these, 

all mlno.rltt.es whether baSed ~ rel1;1on oc. lencu&Pt have 

the rlgbt to establ1sb and adm1n1Stw ec!Uoational institutions 

ot their own. obo1ce, no diacr1m1natlon from tbe side ot the 

state 1n granting e.14 to e4UOat1onal. lnstltutlona run by the 

mtnorlty groups. 

The second componebt ot tbe secular state, tbe concept 

or c1t1zensh1p, u bated. on tbe idea. tbat the 1nd1Y14tlal, 

aD4 not tbe group• 1s tbe baalc unit. Under tbll the ~onstl

tutlon guarantees tb.e right to equallt.v betor• tb• law. It 

states tbat "the state aball not discriminate ·against aD1 

c1t1sen on ground ot rel~lan, race, caste, sex, place or 
birth or any one or them. n10 This general prlnclplo is applle4 

to tbree spec1f1o areas • public appomtmGnt or ott1oeJ adm1• 

salon to state edueat1ona1 1nat1tut10DSJ and voting and 
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!bSs notion ot o1t1zeDSb1p bas bem mo4it1e4 on tbe 

ground of: soclal ~ustioe. !be protective .411cr1111nat1~ . . 

of' the state to the backward cast• J.s the best example. 

'fhe assumption or tbe turtbel' or the oona t1tut1Cil was tbat 

the spef!1al provisions baS•d on. protoct;1ye cU.scrlmlnatlon 

would be or a temporary nature. With the expected rue of 

mass education anct the geneal standard or living in In41a1 . 

there should be more or equality and t•er epeoial. proY1-

stons wtth the state•s 4eal.Sng vltb lta c1t1seens. Ind1Y14uale 

comtng from groupa which lb. the past have been. underpr 1v1• 
' 

leged w Ul be able to compote w 1 th others on a bat ta ot rela

tive equality. 

Segazra~1on ot ~ta~ .. ~4 Rellf~ 1 

!be tblrd component ot tbe secular atate 11 the sepa• 

ration or state from rellglcm. In India there are three 

major aspects or aepara tlon ot state and religion which are 

supported by tbe eonst1tut1oru (1) there 18 no proviSion 

regarding an oftlel.al state religion• (2) there oan be n.o 

rol1g1ous institutions in state schools, (3) tbere can ~ 

no taxes to b8 levied to support any pa.rt1oUlar rellgton.12 

From the above two components or secular ism In India 

it "appears that , there 1s no absolute separation.. beween 

U. D.E.Smith1 2P• ill• t p.127. 
12. D .. E. Sml tb, ~ ill• , p.115. 
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the state and religion. So lorig tba state ts permitted to . 

interfere in tbe matters like, the tlnanclal adln1r11Stratlon 

ot the temples, the religious laws like c!1vorce1 marr1~, 

etc., tbe question or absOlute separation does not arise. 

This has been Just1t1e4 on two groundS that (S.) Ht.ndUS.am 

lackS the ld.nd of eccl8111alt1cal orpnlzatlon necessary to 

reform 1tselft and (11) th11 !.8 Important to ewl'f'o a 

u.n1torm c1v11 code. 

!hus we tlnd from these tbre• oomponente ot tbe Indian 

conception ot secUlarilm tbat the oonat1tutt.on ~tabllabea 

no state rel1g1ont oreatea no oatogor1 ot preferred c1t1sen; 

throws o1t1zend11p open to allJ guarantees eq,uality ot status 

and ot oppor.tunltYJ and promlles to promote digft1ty of tbe 

incH.vlclual. It tbrGWs open to ell creedS, roltgious groups 

and oastea all public ott1aes inclucU.ns tbe blgbest ott'lce ot 

the President, proh1b1 t.a c.Uscr 1minat1on on tbo baa 18 ot rel1-

g1on in educational institutions; and lntrot!\tces Joint eleoto-
1 

rates to emancipate p_olltlcs trom rel1g1on. It provides to 

all religious 4onom1nat1ons freedom ot relS.gton, torbS.49 tbe 

state trom levr:lDG tdas to promote any particular rel.lg1onl 

and proh1b1tc imparting of religious 1nstructions 1n state 

1nst1 tuts.ons. 

However, all these were put un&tr check by the 

Article 25(2) wbieh entitled the state to interfere 1n any 



religious matters wblcb were agalast tbe t.ntereat ot the 

wbole community and had no t'WlctS.on s.n the mo4ern context. 

Section • II 

S,.o,cp.~al ,at,.Js, o( t~ Sec}\\,r .Iaeq~osr ot 
the ~tate ~ _:tnCU,a 

!he secular tenets of the Indian Cona titutlon haYe 
. . 

been a sub~eot of' 4abate tor many acbolars, po11t1o1ans 

as wen as political parties. Some ot the religious millc!e4 

scbolal"8 like r.t.R.Masanl equated secularJ.am wttb atheiSm 

and asserted that only oommun.S.St countrieS are secUlar. UJ 

Ve4 PrakaSh Luther a lnte!'prettng secular Ism on tbe Amer 1oan 

pattern &mie4 that Indla was a secUlar state and maintai

ned t~t 1t was, to use hls term, "a Jur18d1ot1ona11st 

state. nl4 D.E.Sm1th1 on tbe other bal\d, gives a different 

masntng to seoularilm and av.rS7: that tbe ••ouJ.ar tenets ot 

the Ind1an constitution are 1n accord vltb tbe concept of 

secUlal' ism. Subsequently, by all means, provided a te.w 

anomalies are removed, India can be considered as a secular 

s tate.15 s.Radhakr 1Bbnan ~us titleS the secular tenets of 

the Indian constitution and believes that they are "in 

accordance wtth the ancient Bin.du tradition" which is tam.ous 

tor its tolerant character •16 .Jawaharlal Nehru prov1dlng 

14. 
15. 
16. 

f""f' ln4'-• 18 t(ay1 1966, Bpeeob was quoted ot 
l asan at tbe public session at Bomb41. 
V'ed PrakaSh Lutbera, ~· .clt., Chapter X. 
D. s.Sm1th, ~. ott., p. 3. 
l<uotect 1n l~hammad Gbouse, .22• ~., p.12. 



e. rationalist Just1t1catlon or religiouS l~berty, sa14 

that secular .lam 1n IncUa •standi to reaeon." Further he 

said that tbe 4en1al ot tbe right to medom ot religion 

m.eau the blow at tbe roots ot tbo taf.tb itself. H011ewr, lf 

"a g1Yan faith proves a menace to p~lo order, or tts tea

chers attempt to tbrust it ctcJvn urwJ.ll!Dg throats ot men 

owning Otbor. perauas10DS there CaD be llO ~UStlfJ.oatlon tor 

measures which cleprive any community ot its right. n17 

But departing trom aU such issues, M.N.B.oy, a radi

cal humanist, believes that religious tree4om or splrltual 

freec\QD can not be obtained through legislation or Incor

poration of certain westernize<! seoular tenets Into the 

Const1tut1011. It can be acb1eve4 only with tbe abolition 

ot the idea or the supernatural. True spiritual t.reecto~nt 

be maintainS• moans not the t:reedom to choose my ot the 

various religious dOCtrines .but the. freedom ot human spirit 

trom t"anny or all ot them.lB P.B.Ga.Jandragadkar bellows 

that Indian secUlarism does not mean atheiSm. Indeed, 1t 

*'.rocognt.zea bo~ tbe relevance and ftl1d1ty 6~ rel1g1ca· 

!n buman llte etc ••• In tbe context ot tbe Indlm oonst1• 

tut1on seCUlariSm means that all religions practt.se4 1n 

India are ent1tlecl to equaJ. freedom and protection. n19 

17. ~uotect 1n D.E.Sm1th, Op. c1t. 1 P•176. 
18.. VK Namb1ar, Op.C1t. t P• 354. 
19. P.B. 0aJendraga4kar 1 "!be concept or s~culariam," 

1n 8asut&r Qunagr,gx, N., Delb1, Annual number, 
1970, p. 71. 



s. Ablt Husam also understandS seoularilm 1n thiS sense. 

fo quote hlm, .. About tbe meaning ot the secular outlook or 

secularum tbere 18 a serious misunderstanding among ~ 

people ot our catmtry and specially amOftg the Musllma. 

Tbe7 take it to mean an attitude ot ·mind vh1ch oomple~ely 

reJeets religion as one ot tbe highest values ·.f.n lite. 

But e.8 a matter ot fact seoul.artam is not neoessarU1 

opposed to or lnd.itterent to reltc1QQ."a:> Apart trom these 

scholars the members ot tbe two maJor communities - Hintlus 

and Muslims - n• lnd.t.aa. saoularum •art~y. In the pre

sent c!a)" c1roumstances. we tind Muslt. d1nded into tbree 

groups on the question ot secularism. !here are, ftrst, 

tb.ose who reJeot eecular1sm outright putt1ng it 1n part 

W1tb 'lrrU!.gton• and untaitbtulneas to God. 21 In the 

second 8'11)Up, comas those Musl~ who are usually ca11C4 

•Modernists• and •aecula.r18ta•. To tbenl seculart.sm 1S not 

ant1 religion. However, "this group baa less rapport with 

tbe Mus11m populace. Tbey are suspected ot not be1rls a1 

respectful to the Shar1ah as, accorc!ing to general. bel1et1 

a Muslim sbo~4 be. They prefer to express themselves 

mostly m Rngl !sb tor the s aka of a longer and • mixed' auctJ.ence 

whenever they try to communicate 1n Urdu• esp~cla.l.lJ' on 
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religious issues, the 'Ulama• tind tbe1r vr1tlnp •unoon• 

v1noSns and often mottflted. • 29 In the tbud group come 
' . 

the maJ6rlty ot tbe Ulama and tbe Muslim mas••· !bey accept 

secularlam as lone aa 1t denotes the •tate•s neutrality 1n 

the spbere ot rellglon. Tbay are very vigilant and anxious 

. to ex.pose and crlticlse the second group tor ita al.lege4 

·antt..Sbartah stand. Mil' Mushtaq Abmac!, Cb.alzman ot the . 
Secular Forum (Delb1) once asserte4 that seculariSm entailed 

an attitude of' 'positive respeott to all religions. But 

I4aulana Aktll~ Ahmad Qas im:l. or the tJllbi Jam1.vat-1~1ma, 

Sa14 tbat secularism must be explained not 1n terms ot 

'respect' but Sn terl!ll of 'tolerancel 

However, at praottcal level, we find that on the q,ues

tton ot secularism the Incl.an MuSlims are divided into two 

sections. 'l'be first aroup 1s 1n a maJority and rather con

temptUDUSl.V called •secularist' inolu<lel modern- e(bcatect 

Muslims who held that raJ.ialon, as a taitb., oan co-estst 

wttb secularism. fho second group led b1 the Ulama, standi 

by the View ·that re12c1on is not 0Dl.7 ta1th but Sbarlab ala~~ ~ 
Faith may also co-ext.st with secularism~ but Shar1ah cannot. 

fhe ·members ot the ftrst group are to be fOUnd in the Indian 

po1S.t1oal masnstream whereas the members ot the second group 

bave kept thomselYes aloof trom 1t and have pl~yed s1gnU1• 

cant role 1n arousing Ct?mmunal teeling among the majorlt.r 

ot the Musl1ms 1n IncU.a. 



!he polltlcal and cultural organisations liiGe the 

B.t.nctu I.fabasabba, the Baahtriya Swayam Se~k Sangh and the 

l.fllsllm Leasue, have denounced aecularlsa. fbe H1n4U Maba

sabha (non~x1st1ng) stoact tor the. re-establi.Jbment ot 

Akband Bbarat (uruttvt.d.ed India). Protesaor v.o. Desbpande 

declared 11'1 1949 that the' Mabalabha woUld not ahrtnk ttoa 

waging Val' with PakJstan to achieve thls lf other metho4S 

taUe& 23 It bold wlth regar4 to aecula.ria!D in !nata, that 

•muconcetved notlan ot secular delaocraoy can not inspire 

tbe mas sea• and tbat on11 the ideals ot Hmctu Basbtra are 

capable ot do ins this. ln the face ot the tt.ss1parous ten

dencies ot pronnolalilllll and linguum, according to tbo 

l~fahas abba1 "'tile real un1t1ns link among tbe people ot tb18 

vast country is B1ruiuilm, whlcb hal been aystemat1oall7 ig

nored and thrown into the background bf tbe present set up. 

Lllra tba Hiftdtl Mabasabba, the Rashtr1,va Swayam sevak 88l'lgh, 

a cultural organization, alSo believes 1n creating Akban4 

Bharat. Its one ot the most vocal leaders, Oolwal:tar, 

demonstrated great dexterity tB dealina w1~ the concept 

ot the secUlar state. "~o a Hindu, the state 18 and al.WaJS 

has been a secular tacet. lt v• only a departure trom the 

Hindu wa:t ot life that brougbt about, tor the ttrat t~, 

a non-secUlar theoeattc concept or etate under Asltoka. n24 

23. D. E. Smith, ~· Cit., P~ 461. 

24. D. B. Smith, ~· O!t. t P• 468'. 



!he concept or secularum accordSng to Golwalkar tJ western 

vh1cb separates religion frOm tbe state. In the Indian con- , 
< 

text, 1t 11 Just not appl.tcable because BS.ndulsm 11 not 1 

on11 a relislon but a war ot lite wbiob !Delude• ousto•, 

IU!lft&rs 1 bablta, r1tua11, laws etc •. In tbil aenae Biocluua 

CaQ not be IGparatelt 'frOm tM state. 28 ThuS t the western 
. . . ' . . l 

concept of seauJ.artam that India) baa adopted 1n its con-

st1tu.tton, according to Golwalkal', 18 not acc~ptable. "We 

can not give up relst1on in our national llte ••• as it would 

mean that' we have tume4 ta1tblue to our Rae• Sptz..lts~ to 

the ideal and mils1on tor' which we bava 11vec1 tor aaes."•26 

!bus, the 14eoios1 ot the organization states tbat lik8 

Jihglandt India too should have a .state religion mut cOUld 

19t be liberal to tb.e mlno:rltles. "Why sboUlct the over- \ 

whelming maJ ori t1 ot the B1ndu.S deny tbemsel '18 a pre-eminent 

position tor tbe aake of mmor1t.1 that ba~ sh<*n 1tselt / 

d1alOYal to any ldea ot a composite state. "2? · 

fbe movem.mt launched by these oollmUilat organ1sat10DS 1 

1n tbe early perloc! ot tbe atte:rmath ot Indepeadence gained 

con~1derdle support among o•rta1n sect10lll ot aasress1ye 

HinduS, Wbo had long Opposed wbat lt oalle4 the Mus11Dl 

'. 
25. D.&. Smith, 2P• y1t. t P~ 467. 

oo., D. m. Snlith, .2P· W·. P. 467 •. 

21,. fbi Ma.tamau. 9 June 1947, p.G, CoJ.s., 3 ct 4. 



appeaaement. ag But 1l'l cou.rao ot time the movement subslttect, 

nowrthelaes m certain pockets ot the country it retalned 

its bol4. 

fbe Musltm League, another communal organization 

wbicb le4 the movemen.t 1n western Pak!atan to crea11ta new 

1ndep~ndent s~ate betore Part1t1on.1 rejected ~e Inc!lan 

tot'll ot seoular1am. lt bel1Gve4 that the secular 1c!eology . ... . . 
or tbe state was a de'f'lce of tho maJority community to 11'8-

• . • t 

4ual11 asslmllate the m~or1ty communities tato 1ts own 

cu:t.ture. 

!he Views. ot these scbola.l'J• pol1t1C1anJ and commu

nal organizati-ons on secularism are blghly M.vel'ae and there 

do not appear anY un1torm.1ty 1n tbe1r thought. However., 

broadly they can be grouped under four - sebools - one which 

conceptually holdS India to be a non•seeular state (Luthera, 

M.N. Roy etc.) 1 the second e~resses the tear ot the gradual 

eclipSe ot the old 1nstttuttons al'ltl custo• sanct1t1e4 by 

religion (Hil'ldu communal organization and the Muslim League), 

the thlr4 ttnc!S 1t unacceptable on tbe ground or 1rrU1g1o

stty wblch seeUlartsm standS tor (orthodox aectlons of Mus

lims) and the tourtb wbicb 1s anxious to mo6em.1se India 
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on tho westezb democratic linea accepts seculariSm 1n tbe 

Indian. context •. 

_fhese tour different actioola ot tboucht on aecul.artam 

are ctommated ata1nl.V by academic a cbolan • polS.ttclana 81'14 
1 

the leaders ot a ~taw re11rcu1 tural ad coJIII\D'l8l orpnlsa

t1ona. !bey do not in any Wa)' represent the maesu ot the . . 

!o knCIIf about the op1b101UJ or the ~~a~ses we should 

look lnto the news ot dltterent national pol1tloal part1d 

tor they ~resent dlttorent groups, castes, rel1g1ons, 

tr1bals etc. !bougb tbe actual opinlOD ot the masses can 

not be obtatned through the opin!ona ot the part1e1 1 .vet 

their opSn1on v111 sbtw consic!erably the common interests 

or the maseea. 

~ poltt~!ti .eart1•• qn se~~lll~ 

!he views ot d1tterent national pollt1cal parties 

on secu.l.a1"1sm a'* observable in tbeu pro4rammea anct ideo

logy wb1eh they preech betore the peop,\e. !be man1testoea 

in tb19 regard throw ~mple 11gbt and tbesa could be made 

\ use ot 1n tb1s regard, 1'b.e maniteatos or the pollt1oa1 

parttes like tba Congr(l9S (Nov, Congress-I), the CommuniSt 

Party of India, 'the CommuniSt Party ot Indla (it), tbe 

Bha.rat1ta Sanata Party (formerly .ran Sangh), :lnd1oate that 

they all• by and large, aC'cept the secular 14eals of the 

state. i'hJs unity ot opinion 1s clearly .retleote4 .!n tbelr , 

\ 
I 

progJtammes to upl1tt the state ot religious m1nor1t1es; 
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After independence, ntbe Congress Party placed 

betore the country two prtnoipal atms - one tbe establ!lb

mont aft4 successtul tunctlon!nc ot a secuJ.a~ 4emocratlo 

po11t1oal structure and tvo, the bulld!D« up ot a tecbno

logtoallt progresatye economy and aoolal order based ~ 

social JUStice an4 equal opportunity to ever1 c1t1zen.a29 

!he tult11JJleo~ ot these two goals bas been the maJor can

cam. ot the Congress Party ~iDee 1Gdepenctenoe. Dealing wltb 

its flnt airJl tbe Congress Party stated 1n one ot the reso

lutions ~ May 19641 "Seoulartara 11 a priceless heritage 

ot our country, an4 1s the foundation on wh1cb a progressive 

modem state can be built tor the welfare ot tbe coJil'llOD 

Plan. u3> It also resolved 1n another resolution to maintain 

and consolidate national integration based on seouJ.arum 

as a neceaaary oon41 tlon tor the country• s march toward 

democratic sootal1Sm. 

The manifestos publ1shed 41.3r1ng the time or elections 

have stated that "the Congress bas al.Wa78 atooa and standS 

today tor a united, non-seot:arian and secular India." "It 

believes that only on this b-1s can our country progress 

and achiave greatness. n31 Further, :l.t statact tbat tbe 

a>. 

31. 

Sallq Ali, The Congress 14an1testol1n fE oma£•1 
W.csta,pna 1Q lAd'' (ed) • N• Delh by ~ • Poplat, 
Allied PUbliSbera (P) Ltd. , 1962, P• 3). 

Quoted 1n v.x.. S1nba1. §tsmJ.Nill aD ls<Aa, Lalvanl 
Publ1Bhe.rs, Bombay, ra968, P• 3). 

§J.s;tiPA !lg;&f.USR, 1962, fbe Indian Rational Oongresa 
Paragraph 51, 62. 
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progress ot tbe Indian people depen•, above ~~ on tb.e1r 

unity and cohesion and integrity ot our country. The commu

nal and sectarian approaches are not only bad 1n p~lno1ple1 

but barmtul 1n thetr· resUlts and weaken the nat1on. 

T~ Com.munis~ Parttes or India (botb .CPI and CPI-a) 

also believe 1n secular ideals ot tho stat~. The Commtm1St 

Party or India (M) declared that •tt standS tor, .. etfectlva)\: 

gua:ran~e ot the secular character of the state. • 32 Xt 

turther stated that the party stands tor equal rtgbta . ot 

all c1t1aens f.rrespectiw ot rel1&1ous caste, sex etc. -~4 

sateguardlng the. interest ot Muslim minorl~ ... in India. • 33 

the Communist Party ot India, on the otber band, declared 

1n one ot 1ta man1testoes 1 "the OoJamUD1st Party advocatea 

tor errect1w steps at all le"ls, !Qoluding Joint compat.gn 

by all a ocular parties, against propaganda and aoU V1 tiel 

which are deSigned toarouse communal passt.oDS • caste teeltnga. 

Our party is totallY againSt 1n.trus1on ot religion into 

politics 1n any toN or un4er any cover. It dema,n$. that 

the atb1D1Strat1an be r14 ot aU communal elements-. 0Ul' 

party :1S prepaJ!"Gd to work vitb all aecuJ.ar forces .1n the 

country 1n order to combat the torces or communalum, caste.tsa 

32. Election Man1testo1 197P, CO!!llnUnlet Part7 ot In41a(M), 
p. 4. 

33. ~~ P• 6. 
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and separattsm and promote national integration. We are, 

at the a ame t1•, cons 01 ou.s tbat 1n. the tinal anal.18 il, 

the proble11 ot national Integration 1s t~e problem ot demo

cracy an4 national progress. • 34 
' 

. · the Bbaratlya 

lanat-. Party ( tormerl.Y known as I an Sangb) believes 1n se

cUlar ideals aut its leader& arri"'M their faith 1n secu

larism. 35 ·!btl party wb1oh standS tor HindU rev1Yallara an4 

creation ot B!nctu Rasbtra declared that "tlh11e different 

po11t1cal parttea were busy encouraging communa1Jsm1 casteS...m 

and regtonalt.am Just to gain pettr political advantages, the 

Jan Sangb. attached eupr.me importance to national velta.re 

and constantly anti unrel.entingly w•d a var aga!Ut these 

perverse and t1&s1parous tendencies. !he Bha.rattra lan 

Sangb. suirante• full tteedom ot faith and worship to all 

but lt 1s opposect to the tendency, so contrary to the 

14eala ot a secular state, or ezplolttng religion 1n p~l

ts.es and ot demandlng Spec.lal. pr1vUeges on tb.at bas1841 

It 1s wrong to ti.v1de tbe peop1e ot Bharat into a maJority 

an4 m!Dorlty groups on the bas.U ot re11gion. It onlY shc.a 

a laok or conception. ot the true nature ot Bharatlra nat

ionalism. Its prograama prolll18e4 educational an4 economic 

36. 

Blecttan ttanimto, Communut Party ot India, 1962, 
p. aa;; 
Goeta Pur1, Bbarat1ya Jan Sangb • Ore8tllzat1on ant · 
Ideology. Steriilig Publication, N&W,.lb11 19t'J, p.l9. 
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help to backward clas set to bring them into llne with the 

whole aoctetrJ wttb a new to obliterate all ve:xat1of:18 dlt• 

t1nct1ons ot b1gh aad. low • toucbable and untouchable. 36 

Another political party wbiob is non-exiStent ~ov 

1n its original torm, 1.1 tbe ,Janata Party. It WaJ a coa11-

t1on ot political parties like Congress (0) , tbe Bharatlta 

Lok Dal, the Bbarat17a lan Sangb, the SocialiSt PartJ, etc. 

It bad its ah~ pollttoal lite but keepa ~ortanoe on 

many accounts. It came. to porter o'*tlq Mn. Gan<!h.l'S d1o

tator1al regime in 1971. Tb.Ss party professed its commit-. ' . 
ment to democracy and rural dawlopment. 

In 1ts election mantteeto it pledged to preserve the 
' . 

secular and nobly dl.nree pol-itical character ot Xnd1a. 

It accorded the highest. reapect to tbe rights and legt~mate 

needS ot the mlnor1t1es. Bel1ev:Lng 1n equality ot CltlrAn• 

sblp it loolrect torvar4 to pro-vide &ll kSndS or protection 

and tao.ll1t1es to m1nor1t1ea~ 31 !he J'anata Party like otber 

parties, atat~d in 1te manifesto a t1ra oommltmont tor a 

socular state. lt pledged to preserve the seoular an4 r1cbly 

dlvene character ot the state. It stated, "tbe part1 wUl 

accord the highest I"GSpect to tbe rights and legitimate 

36. m.eot1on l.fanitoato, 1962, BbaratlJa lan Sangb, PP• 2 & 3. 

37. e.P. Bbambbr1, fbi .Tf1Mk eor'l'-• A, Pro(p.. Rational 
Publisbt.ng Bouse;New Delb1, 1980, p. 21..; 



needS ot the m.lnor1tS.es. It believes that all olt1een are 

equal and should be treata4 as equals an4 that they abo~d. 

have tull protection against dlsorS..lnatf.on ot any kmd."3B 

The Jan.ata PartT alao made three 111portant pomta 

1n ita programme to~ ~orlt~ commun1t1es -

(a) to restore mSnortty character ot the Untnrtlty(AMU); 

(b) to proYtdo travel taoillttea to Mecca pUgrSniiJ 

( o) to activate and st ve nev · 41rect1ons to the work ot 
the Central · Wakt Council. 3J 

Prom tbe ldeologtoal and programmatic atantts or tbele 

various polltloal parties 1t appears that secularism ~ em
bocUed 1n ·the Indian Constitution 18 commonly accepted. The 

commonality ot views ot these political parties. wh1oh dlttar 

with eaoh other on various other issues ot national concem, 

on seculamm alSo 1ndl"ate• tbat 1deolog1callY1 1t 18 w1del1 
•. 

acceptable. 

Bowewr, 1t 18 a strange pa.rados that desp 1te the 

acceptance or eeouJ.ad.Sm a1 an ideology by most ot these 

national polltlcal parttea the ats ot the seoulu ideals 

or the . state are ,Yet ~o be realized. !bit is not to aar 

that ettorts b.a'VG not been macta in tbla regal"d by tbe government. 

a:t., Jloqtlon ttmifii~Q, !he z an~ta Party, 1980, P• 38. 

~ f&gg~ipn Han'ftlto, lb1d, p. 23. 
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A great many leg1alat1ona ha\'8 been onaoted 1n th!l 

regard 1n the past but all tbe leglslat1ons baw ~alt vl tb 

the soetal eVUa conneotec! vitb the Hindu religlon. Por 

example there have cod1t1oat1on and alternation ot IU.ndu 

poraonal laW wb.1cb hav. retormect •arlous praot1oes cozmected 

w 1 tb temple vorshtp such as or1mlnal s acr1tloes and temple 

prostitution and tbe f1nane1al attaln1strat1on ot Hindu· 

templea,eto.«> !be Hindu religious endov•nta CommSSslon 

4n ·1ts 1962 r.~ort made ·recommend& t1ons, resarG:lng sucb 

matters as , state legiSlation. to regulate temple de1t1es, 

the establishment ot inatitutea tor tbe training ot temple 

priests, the qual1ttcatlons and aoales ot pay ot these 
> 

tttnct1onar1es and the appointment by tfJmPle authorlt1es 

ot rel~1oUI!J teachers to deliver cU.scouraes to the Hln4U 

public. 41 

Apart trom this the personal Hiatlu law baJ been codl• 

t1e4 and ra41oBllY 8.118nde4 by legislative action. !be 

Hindu Marriage A.ct or 1956, tor example, f0Jit1rme d the 

Validity or all form~ ot lftte.r-caate marriap (th1s bad bee 

establiShed by apeolal leg11lat1on Sn 1949). Detore 1949-

ma.rr !age between persons or ditterent Varna W£:lSl strictly 

prohibited but the canst1tut1an permitted it to do so. 

«>. ».E. Smith, SQ»1;h AI \tP J!olU'e ,c B13:1,c1RQ, Princeton 
Univers1ty Press, New Jersey, fM ork, 19ED, p.a>. 

41. D. B. Smith, t!!4, P• 3). 



lbese efforts on the part ot the govemment to seou• 

lnrtze tb.e Indian society bas been very partial.· As it 18 

apparent, all these reto~ have bee etrecta4 In the Hlndu 

tnstltuts.ons and. practJ.ou. In tbe past more tban tblrty 

,eara, there baa been no refOrJ!l introduced 1n the 1Dit1tutiona 

and praottcea ot Musllml 1n In41a. 1'bu .clearlt indicates 

tbe taUure on the part ot the atate to ma.ke any ettort 

to evOlve a unifOrm CS.Yil code wb1cb hal been one ot the 

ma3 01' goalS of the seculu teneta ot the oou t1 tutlon. 

Bea14es this, i.e. the tall'W:"e ot tbe state to evolve 

a uniform c1.U. code, we ftnd that the contempo:ruy India 

oonttnues to grow under the torces ot coDUIUDal.Um1 cast

es.am etc. The continuance ot these torces in the torm ot 

ool!l1lllm8l violence, communal electoral 'bebav1o~, etc. 111-

dloates that Xn41a Ss tw trom a secular state. 

From the above d1scuss1on on the dlve1'8e In&.an 

soo1e.l structure and the secular ideology ot the state as 

· well as the soolal basts ot the secular ideology, we can 

draw the following conclusions a F.tratl.y, 1n tbe diverse 

' Indian social structure wherein var1oUt rel1gtODS, caste 

nnd tribal groups extst stde by side and where outdated 

iDStltutS.ona and prattioes like satl, J»vadall, untoucba• 

bU1ty1 etc. are still extsttng, the restr1oted separation 

between religion and state aJ out11ned.earller 1s desirable 



and •rranted. It 1s aliiO tU.nottonal tor 1t alms to bring 

abOut '!- uniform obanse 1n the sootety. SeconcUy, 1t 15 legt.• 

ttma.te. It 18 so to tbe extent that it it.ws freedom ot 
rellglon to an 1n41v14ual1 1t not at tbe cost or other on 

tbe basts ot tts att111at1on to rel1g1on, caste or tribe. 

!bus it meets the legitimate interests o~ all groUpS with

out tUscr1mlnat1ng any one 1n parttculato. Thirdly, .1t .18 

commonly accepted by tbe national pol1t1oal parties. Its 

acceptance by these pol1t1cal parties suggest. that the 

secular ideology has soclal . bat 1a ot 1•11 ttuoy 1n India. 

Finally, the goala ot s•cUlarilm, have been partially N1-

t1Ue4 !Dr the a1m ot· owl 'line a un1torm ot.•11 code remains 

unt6ltuled and comunmal ,h'o~~iLi ~,continues to pars 1st ln. 

the InMan social structure. 

For our analysis the th1r4 and the tou.rtb conclusive 

statemente a.re htghly important. We bave seen that the 

politlcal parties . have commoQl1 accepted the secular ideo

logy or the state. At the •am• time ve tind that aeOUlar 

aiua ot the atate bave rematned untult1lle4. 

thus, one can convon1antly say, keepins 1n vtev the 

above statements, that 1t aecl4ar1sra 11 yet to get tnstltu

~1onaltsed 1n the IncU.an social sti'UCture, 1t 1a largely 

because ct thc:i taU;uro ot the political· partte• to 11a1ot anr 
etrorts 1n thu regard.. 

• fhS.S vtev 18 b$Sed on the assumption that political parties 
are operational tnstr~nts of ~e state. The operat1ona-
11zat1on ot tbe ldeolog7 or the state directlY falls on the 
po11t1cal parties. 



1'bt8 makeS lt pertSnent to ralae the toUOWlfll 

«at.taS ttons • 

1, Wbt tbe polltlcal partin8, d.ftplt• bannc oateasibla 

taltb h seeula.~Us have, tatl84 to operatlonaltt• the 

aeouJ.ar ideals ot tbe atattt '1 

llnll Goamnmal.UIIt atlll ooatt.n•• to bolc1 f'31 SA 

tbe In4tan Soot.ctlf 

We &ball ll8k8 m attAhlpt to p:rovtcte ll'lJWere to theSe 

q,•sttona :lA tbe nest Obapw.-. 



CHAP f B B • IV 

RBLIOIDN,. fRADtftOH AID POLITICS IN IlDIA 

lo tnc.U.a, aeoular pol1t.v 1s t.rttns. to operate 

In a society vbtoh 18 largely n~ecular. But society 

and polity ao not operate independent ot ea.eb other 

and eacb tries to impose its own Yalues on the other. 

Bbat Is obsened in the last tbtrtryeara ~~ t.na&pa

denae 1S the ocmtlnulng Impact ot Indian socletJ 

on the Xndic polity • polttldal partles. Like pre-

1n4ependence perS.o~, "tbe llltUan society wb1oh baa ' 

'both b1erarob1cal (caste aftd class) and bor1zontal 

(tribal, .rellglous md 11DguS.St1o) grouplngs 1 al contl

nues to attee~ tbe trulat1an1ng ot the polity qu.1te 

subStantially. 

Despite tbe fact that state's ideology places 

an emphasis on. tbe individual c1t1zen and 40es not 

encourage ~oups or communal poll tics t the caste 



and rellaton (horlzMtal and vertical groups) conti

nue to ctotermln.e tu1 te cCbSlc!erably tb.o contours 

ona structure ot polt.tlCJI. In otheza vorc!l, caste 

and reUgltll are atU1 used as J:nstrumenta to~ tb& 

pol1tloal m~b~lzatiOA an4 po11tlcal c«mollda• 

tlons Sn pOI't. independent India. The faoton like 

caste and religion baYe so muob ot polltloal slgni• 

tlcance tbat tbe polJ.tlcol. Ideology does not ooun.t 
• 

and get dUuted at tbe pract1oal level. 

»Yom tbe above a tatementa two separate aspec

ts of tbo In4isn eoctety oe be dadlleed. First, 

secular polity is oparatins 1ft a noo-secular aoo1ety, .. 

an<l, second, tatlu.ence or J'e~1g1on and caste ill 

tbe tunctlODIDI ot the polity. 

In tbl& Chapter we w 111 enUIDQ"ate those tMo 

aspaots ot tba Indian society lD detau. To 4o ao 

t1B wS.U cUvlde tb1s Chapter lnto tJ~o sections -

(l) Antl-eeoulel' atpecte ot tbe ln<U.al soolet1, and 

( U) fbe procst~s or •t!banae betwem religion and 

polltlcS in lftt!Sa. 

In tbe tiNt aeotlcn, we &ball make an attempt to 
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or1t1call1 pm•potnt some ot the ~t1-sect4ar a.specta ot 

the_ Inc.Usn society. For th!s, we sball blghllgbt, ts.rst, 

·. the anti-secular elements ot tbe ladle tra41t1on 

(both HindU. tra41tloa. and tradition or Isl1.11) and, the, 

tocus ppon the existence and tunctlon1ng pattern ot the 

communal OJ:"ganizationa (both Hindu and iblill c~al orsa• 

nlzat1ons). The e:.td.stence ot tbete communal organizations 

has beeD eons S.dered as an anti-secular aspects or the lnd1an 

socletJ. 

!he aimS bebtnd deal1na with. these anti-secular aspe

cts of tbe In41an s oolety are • to sbow tb at tbe Indian 

social structure, some of' lts cbaractertatlcs, 1s such that 

it does not allow tJAY social trans format ian on the lines ot 

seculariSm and democracy, to point out that tbe communal 

organisations act aa pressure groupe whlob interact with 1 

the dOm!nant pollttcal party in each state to ctemanct protec

tion ot tbe Muslims 1n tum tor Muslim support to that . . 

In -tbe second section • process ot exchange between 

rel1g1on end politics in lruiJla • we aball b1gb11ght the 

tunct1onmc pattern ot tbe polltical partlos and show as to1 

what extent they are guided by the forces of rel1a1on an4 

caste 1ft India. Tbe study or tbe tunct1on1ng pattem ot 

these poltttcal parties w Ul proceed at two levels 1 
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(1) structural - organizational level, and 

( 11) organizational • f'\lnot1cma1 level. 

At the structural - orsan1ratlona1 lewl, we shall 

mainly ptn-pomt the Sntluenoe rel1g1on and caste exerta 

·on tbe activities ot tbe memberS ore,.e polltioal. organl.r..a• 

t1on ant! show its ccmsequetlCes 1n tbe plural Indian otlltext. 

At tbe oraaD1t:at1onal - tunct1onal. level, wb1cb vw 

further be olats1t1ec! into tvot 

(1) ideological leru, and 

( 1t) mobU1zatlonal level- we sball toem upon the .tuno

tloa ot rel1g1on and caste in tho Indian pOll tiel. 

Such a study woUld lndlcatea the mtluence ot reli• 
J 

g1ouslt diverse and tJ'aditlonally cOD11ltUI:lal society on the 

Indian polit11 organtzatim or p0l1t1ct, largely on caste 

and rel1~lous l!nes, and not on seeul.ar bafJls, perpetuates 

contmunal!sm or ratbal' intensities tt1 tbe practice ot. 

rel1g1ous and caste oriented politics creates 41v~ 1oft 

between tbe religious commun:l.tlel - maf.Dl1 between the 

Hindus and tbe Muslims and pl'OY1d.el po11ttco~rel1g1ous 

identity to eaeb ot tbemJ practice of sucb politics glves 

birth to a process ot exc~ance \Mttwec the political parties 

and re11g1ous cODlmUI11Uea. 

'the ttoc\18 on these aspects, 1n tum, wOUld at'JSWor 

the tollO'ot~lng qu.esttonss wh.r tbe secular ldaologJ or the 
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state bas not 1Mte · opeat1onal.Saed 1n ·Indlas vby tbe 

secular goalS, matn17 ·tbe un1torm clvll code tor tb.e 

whole Indians, have. not been realuect; why coDunaJ:.is• 
. ) 

flouriShes in the truU.an soc1o-pol1t1oal structure. 

Section ... I 

~S1~!(\Ul.,l£ !r!peots ot .~he Ind!a 
social structure 

The Indian sootal structure is not only diverse, but 

alSo traditional. Despite the onset ot modernization t~ 

traditional values are still uphelcl by the common people. 

The continuity ot tradition 1n the midSt ot tbe torces ot 

modernization iS proving to be an ottsetttng taotor in the 

re al1zat1on ot any • modoftl goal' • Seoular18m beiq a mo40m. 

1nst1tutton J.s also taclng tb,. challenge 1n India. 

Indian society and its tradition baa many facets. 

It 1nclu4es the trad1t1.on ot Hinduism (the trad1t1on ot 
' 

the ma~ority community) • tradition ot BuddhiSm, lalnS.Sm as 
well as tho tra41t1on ot Islam (the most ptwertal mlno:r&t.y 

coJIJmUl\1ty). Each bas 1ts awn hiStory and eacb 1s guided by 

S.ts own "beliot and practice syste••" ft.us by In.t'IS.an 

tradition we mean the tradit1oo ot aU these religious ooaunu

n.1ttes wbo have exts.te4. in In41a st.nce very long sba.rms 

each other•• oustoms an4 practices. 



Por our purposes 1 we shall deal mainly w1tb the 

traditions ot Blndullm and Islam to abcw so• ot tholr 

aspects whtob are anti-secular and wh1ch are largely 

responsible tor tb• taUure ot tbe secular goalS to get 

realised 1D India,. 

!o begin with, let us ttrst look into those an.t1-

seoular aspects of the Hindu tradition which have pla~Gct 
' . 

an offBettlng role 1n realbat1on ot tbe goals ot seou

lar18m in India. 

-
!here are many schools wbicb put torwar4 their 

optnlon regarcUng tbe tnteract1oril between tbe Indian 

tradition and aeculat'llm. Acoordlns to one school, (do

minated b7 s. Radbakrubnan) , the elements . ot the secular 

state have a long tradition in Hlndu. India. 2 !he pioneers 

ot th11 school cou14er the tolerant character ot HindUism 

as an illlpoJ'tant Uement suitable to seou1arlalm 1n modem 

InM.a. 

The otber • ebool (dom.Snated by" D.s. SmS.tb} ocmslders 

five aspects ot Hindu re11g1on as belptu.l towardS the maldnc 

ot the seoular state 1 attitude tovarcSt btstorJ, tolerance 

lack or orgat'llzation, separat10ll ot pol1tloel t...-.~ Nlig1ous 

fUnctions ana regulation ot social orpniaat1on. 3 
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Bow let us deal with each of them and. see haw tar 

these "elements" ot tradltlon are belptul towardS the 

making ot tbe seoular state. 

Dealing with 'to.lerance• Sms:tb IQ~~ 1 "Religion 

wblob regardS b1Stor1 as unreal, Qr, lt real, ultimately 

unimportant m-.1 be a~sume4 to ba \U1Concerne4 witb secur• . 
tng or maintaining s~cular power. \btl ebou14 be helpful 

to tbe secular state."• 

But what he s aye dOes not a ppea,r to be correct. 

Cornmeattng upon Smith's opJ.n1on., V.lt. Sinha Opines, "that 
. ' 

1a to 1811 rellg10\18 values ot Bindu!sm 4o not requtra a 

Hindu state, or an,y particular kind ot a at.te• tor that 

· matter.~6 Be aa~~ the very concern tor political torle 

/ oakes it dittlouJ.t to secure a democratic government. 

No form ot government nee$ a more enliabtened, Ylg~ant 

and above all a committed public tban dOes c!emocrac1. An 

attitUde whicb 18 · a-polf.t1cal, not me.rely dOGS not preclu.4e 

sett1ng up ot a non-secular state, but would encourage ltl 

setting 1n an essentially traditional society. Bellet in 

the unreality ot this worlcJ1 l-1aJta, makes it well""'111gb im

poss 1ble to trans torm a trad1 t1onal society 1r1to a mOdern 

4. D. B. Smitb, ln4ta as a secular state, princeton, 
New Jersey, 1963, p. 24. · 

s. V.K. S1nha1_ Secularism 1n lnd1a1 Lalvani Publ1cat1on1 
Bombay, 1968, pp. 28-23. · 



society., It Sl not that the maJoritr ot the people b911eve 

that the worl4 is • Mala' • · But 1t 18 uaed as a con1'8n1ent 

camouflage to cover one•a apathy tcwardl p011t1cs. "6 Pur• 

thor, b.e ••ys tbat quttef.Sm 1n Indian tradition makeS 1t 
. . 

all the more easy tor polltlcs of comnnmal.18 m ~ct regtona-

l.Ssm (am.ottonally cbal'ged md pseu4o rel1g1oUI base) to 

emerge• 'lb18 tra~t1on ot Qu1tee1Sm1 tbougb ctordnant, 18 

not ell pervaatw. It does, bowevert encounter t~ newer 

poltttcal torces released by the freedom movement. "!hese 

new torees, moved by bip 1deall.sm. an.ct 11Jlpat1ent tor change 

are not, pa.rado111oall1 altogether incompatible Wltb quite-. . 

ctsm. AS a matter of tact, between them they ba~ squeezea 

out the more "pedestrian" coJ'18t1tut1onal protests, fbs 

pol1t1cs or opposition 1n India ••• to oollblne eporacllc 

eruptions wt th long stretches ot complacent 1n.9rt1a. • !b..t.s 1 

thus, appears to ba hardly ooncl'W'1ve to the buU41ftg up 

ot a seaular demooracr. 

SeconcU1, tolerance ot Blnduilm baS been a IDJth. 

Bo ctoubt, the nature ot Hinduism perm1tl an endl.asa· v-~iety 

ot optn.1ons and beliefs but 1ts flexibUlty 11 11m1tecl. 

1 t allows tolerance to the ext.ent 1t t1 ts into the aoolal 

structure ot HinduiSm. · "T'olera11ce WaJ limited to specu

lation aloDe and was not pemiss1ble to taltbs which 

G. V .K. Sinha, Ibid., p. 23. 



. . 
.q_ues tlone4 tba soolal. structure based on reltcton, "7 

Further, what pa1sea tor re11a1ous ~olerance bal bee 

tor the most part mere inditterence. Moreoyer, und8r-

1J1ng this assumption ot •tolerance• 11 tbe belief that 

all religions have· a abare in truth. aru1· are therefOre ot 

eqUal value, "!hiS syno.ratic new m&J have aoma sincere 

votaries but what reillY: happens 1s that it makes a HindU 

intolerant or all those wbo believe that to their 1.'811-

glon alq the truth baa been revealed. •8 It 18 tbl!J 

which makei it clttftoult tor a Hlndll to comprehend the 

proselytiSing zeal ot the Cbr-1et1.-. 'that 1s why J'.C, 

Winslow Sfll'S t religious ~oloranoe ot B1nt!b11sm "as ti'U 

only or matters of tt4tb, · In practice, as Jn rega!'4 to ...._, 

the breaking or the caste rules, HinduSSm 18 as Intoler

ant as any other religion. n9 the example ot tb1s twth 

we tind tn tbe J.nstanoes ot the supp:res·a1on ot tbe Cbakara

vartist - nthe materialiSt pbUos'Ophers of ancient India." 

Certa1nl.Y1 speculations wbiob tended to question the soo1a1 

basis or Hindu society vat dlScouraget.t. fiU to481 we 

t.lnd tbat Bindullm as a religion ot the Hindus 18 bigbly 

pervasive and ma!Dtain.l its baalc structure - caste. !he 

prevalence or tbe system ot caste and the practice ot its 

1. V .. It. SJ.nba, qp. ~ 1 p. 23. 

s. V .K. Slnha1 ~ t P• 24. 

9. J.c. Wtnslowt.. 'The Intelllgentla•, Zb• Qhr~Sii.u 1illk 1Q · 
lDAe ( ed) • Jtlon r.fckenc1e, MaotaW1an, Lon on, 1929 t p.16n. 
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rules and regulat1ona and ritualS 1s the chlet anti• ~ 

secular a11pect or the Ind1an. society. 

!blrdly, a mQJor toatUl'e of Htn4ul8m 1s the ..lack 

ot any organization. This bas been ~ons14ered tavo~ble 

tor the tunctionlng ot the seCUlar demoorat1c polity. 

But tbe laok of · o.-gan1zat1on 1s not favourable tor secular 

chango. No doubt the lack or· an1 organ.lzatlon has made 1t 

easter for the state to· brlftg about changes 1n the Hirutu 

social customs Ceanct1one4 largely by religion). But at 

the same t1m.e by the same Virtue, the HindU society bas been. 

proved to be remarkably res SJ.lent to any fUndamental change. 

It baa shown tremenctout capacity to absorb the shGokB of 

external oballenge.lO 

V.K.Sinba believes that n.tbe abSence ot an organisa

tion makeS it next to impossible to regJ.ster ay victory 

tor the state or anr defeat tor the re11gloD. With no recog

nised •beall" or religion, no treaties ot comproJalae or 

surren49r oan be made with religion. Wben there 18 no o~sa· 

nlsed reaistence, there iS no recoawi8e4 v1otory either. 

A devout B!ndU has not oeased. to be leas «oubty oas te cons• 

clous because the H!n.dU cons t1tut1on baa laid dOWn tbe pr1n

o1plo or social 1Dequal1t7'.11 !Ilia ia
1 

the reason wbJ even 
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Wh81'1 protOtmd changes are enacted In social orsanS.a.tion 

w1th tel1g1ous touncJatJ.ons, they ao not penetrate into the 

t consolousness ot the HindU and therefore t.nsptto ot leg11• 

lat1on numerous SOCial e-vue c011t1l'lue to exut. 

!hus lt appears that the Hindu tractltloll w 1tb lts 

pronounced autbor1tar1an. owrtonas' Pl'••nta a real ohallnege 

to any soolal transformation on tbe lines ot secUlariSm 

and democracy. It one lookl at some ot these toature~ or the 

HindU tralit4on • author1tar!an atJ-Ueture of caste, etc., 

one findS tbat secularism 1n India tin$ a gnat oballege. 

Slut11ar to the HindU tradition the tradition of 
I 

Islam. which ss the ma~or component ot tbe Indian tradlttoa, 

also provides a great challenge before the realisation 

of tbe goats ot secularllm. 

Islam bas been one of tbG most poaertul rel1gS.ons . . 

ot the world. Ar1S1ng at tho time or nnaw class formations• 
' ~ 

1n the ez1st1ng Arab society, 1t conso11c1ata4 tbe power 

ot the state. The role or the prophet as o. rUler ot tbe 

state d1stf.ngu1shes Islam trom otber re11g101'18 like Obr!s- . 

t1an1ty and Bu4db1Sm. The latter ooul4 tum b.ostUe to 

the acquisition ot great power. Tbe subsequent Callph•s 

role be-ars witness to many mod1t1catlons deviations and even 
' . ' 

contrad1otions in the polltloal pract1cu as tb.ere 1s no 
. . ' . 

dst1n1te pol1t1cal theory or practice which bas the sanction 
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ot ·the ~uran. 12 It therefore resul te4 1n contusion. !he 

benefit, or course, has been taken bf tbe Ulema who Justi-
. -

fled the povere that be,- They dO not dlltlnguSibS.Og bet• 

ween J'elig1on. and state, Besides, the Sba.rlab, acoordlng 

to tbem, ss tbe governing code, wbicb prescribes rules and 

regulations of the trad1t1c.a1 Islam. 1'bese rules and 

regulation& are 1nv~c1ble• The contention ot moe t ot 

the orthodox eeotlon ot the Muslim commun1tt 1D Inm.a l8 

that the "Dal-ul-Islara" and the "Dar-ul•Haabn con be con-
-

s idared Jn the Indian context and Dil-ul-Ialam (the Abod9 

ot Islamf a oOUlltry where the law or Isln~~ 18 1n tul1 
"' 

force) may not be given importance but · Dar-tJl.•Hab.b (the 

Abode ot man, a countr7 belonging to 1ntlde1S wb1cb bas not 

been brought under the rUle of Islall) should be given itnpor

tanoe and Sbariab 1ts constitution must be 9ns14ered sacred, 

This traditional belief that Shrtab iS Ul'lviolable makeS It \ 

all the more 41tt1cuJ.t tor tbe •aecularilts' to think or 
bringing any reto:rms 1n 1t8 • eo«e ot condUct' to ·emvo 

ant un1torm cS.vU code to:r tbe total seoularlaatlon ot the 

soo1ety.13 

tJe find many instances when even tbe liberal section 

ot tho Ifusl!.m community expressed-

- its deep concem tor tbe proteo-

13. 
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tl.on. of Shariah. In 1948, the Muslim members sought to 

get exempted the Sbar1ab' trom .-the 41reot1ft prlnolplo 

regarding a un.S.torm ol•U coae •. l 4 One of tbe members 

declared "MuslSms hold religicm 'at the most ~aluable th~g 

1n lite and lt Ss go'Verned by their r$11g10ll• · Shrlab or 

personal ltJf ts a vital part or their rellgloD and they can 

D.Ot oooceift or the poasibUlty ot the abi'Ogatlon or Sbariab 

181 on any account. "15 Though tbo constituent ASsemblY' d14 

not accopt tbe argument and 1rlclu4e4 1n tbG directive. prin

ciples or state's policy,. a1m to evolve a unltorm civil 

coae ' tbe ID.dian Husltms, in the past more than thirty , 

18a!'S, have sbown that their personal law (Sbariah) can 

not be touched. 1'bJ.s orthodox stand ot tbe I.fuslims tn 

India 1s highly snt1-seclll.ar and 18 working as a torce 

agalns t tbe process or secular om 1n Indla. 

J Apal't trom certain trad1t1onal aud lnstltution patte

rns ot Htn&l!.sm and Islam there ue certain other social 

forces which are anti-secular atpects ot tba Xndlan soolal 

stzoucture and are working aga1nst ·the process or secular1za.• 

tlon. rhey are the toroes ot H1ndU-tfusl1m communaliSm 1n 

India. 

In augmenting the prooea s ot HindU ooJDmUI'lalJsll the 

role ot three organ1zat ions bas been qUite s 1gn1t1cant -

14. 
15. 

• 

D.E.Sm1th, Op, cit,, p.411. 
QUoted 1n D,B.Smitb1 Op, cit., p,42. 
Communaliam here meana tbe tension prevalent between 
culturally distinct communities. Th1S tension 1S the 
rosult ot the power struggie. 
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the Bmctu tfabasabha1 the Basbt:rS.ya Svayam Sovak Sangb. 

(RSS) and the Rall Ra.Jya Parlsbad. 

'fbo Bin& I(ahaaabha standi tor tbe reestabl.fsbmcmt ot 

Akband Bbarat (un41v1cte4 India) since 1947 partition agree-
. . 

ment. Besides lt als'o a·tands tor H-O&tablls-bment of . 
H1ndll RaJ in Bbarat, with a torm of govemuient 1n accoJi- . 

ttanoe with Hindu cOAcept1onl of polity eel economy.ll 

The t.fahasabba is hlgbly cr1t1cal · ot the a tate's secUlar 

idealS and advocates tor total ban on cow a laughter t tho 

repealat1on of the Hindu Marriage Act ancl other "anti

Hindu leg181atlon,• the complete integration or all or ' 
Keshmtr w1tb _the Indlan Republic. 

The eeoond B1n.4t& communal organiaation 1a tbe 

Rasbtrlya Swayu Sevak Sanah. It's tamous leader Oolwalkar 

who was highly 1ntluenced by Senskar stated that "Bt.nctus 

were a nat1onu. Be belleved therefore tbat "AU the non

HindU peoples 1n H1n4u.S tan aus t adopt HindU oUl ture anct 

lansuage, mtJSt learn to reapect and bold 1n cOl!lnOD B1n4u 

rel1g1on".l7 the RBS wbicb 1B cultval organization 1S 

bold1ng thta statement or Oolvalkar as lts ideology and 

vorldna tor the accomplishment ot the goal. 

the Ram BaJya Par.tshad 1s another B!ntbl communal. 

organisation which supports the HindU Ra~ht~a theory or 

16. D.E.Sm1th, Op •. c1t., P• 461. 
17. D.E.Smlth, Op. cit. t p.466. 
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tbe HindU Mabalabba and the Rashtr1ya Swara SeyaJc. 

· fb1S party bas its bold only 1D a small· pocket ot 

RaJas than. !be ideology whlcb thS. organlzat ion prea- . 

ches before the people pertaSna to the creattOD ot Rama 

tlaJra 1D modem IncUa.- ACcording to it, naecUlar mator1a-... 
. ltsm aoes not possess the power to bring Soto exlstenc• 

tbe state ot etemal bllas,.. .lB 

On the other hand, the tfallim coJIID\1D~ orgmtzatlon 

111m the Muslil!l teague, Bammat-1-Is~am.l, etc. have also 

ten4a4 to reyitallse Ismal In India. The toun4lng father 

or Jammat, aan«oodl, ..... tbat tormost a111_ or the MuslimS 

1n India 1s to ea tablish Islam to w a1 ot llte. 19 The party 

bellevos that Illata 18 an ~41Yis1ble whole, and polities 

Sl1 !nallenable part of tt•. •The party . cannot lpore 

p011ttcs. It allo belletes :In pursuac!Jng non•Musllml to 

accept the Islamic vay of llte In order to e1tabl1lh aD 

Islamic state In India. ~t does not believe 1n present · 

politics of demoor'act and secular !Sm. '"ao and there tore 

does not intend to Join it. It may participate 1n tw 

politics wben tbe Islaalc state. is establ!Bbed 1n lndla. 

t,tan4ood1's thesiS suggests that a t-luslim 11vlrl..g 1n at1 

ltleally seoul.ar state 4oeS not cease to be a l.fualtra until 

be accepts seculariSm as a public pollc)' and a w a¥ ot lite. 

18. t-tobammad Ghouse, SeculariSm' Society, L• 1n Ins11a, 
Vlkas Publication, Rmr ~l 1, 1973, p.67. 

19. Mohammad Ghouse, Ib14, p.s7. "'· 
a>. t-tohammad Gbouse, Ibid, p. sa, 
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The Muslim League, another communal orsanlcatlon wblch 

iS active iri Kerala, also bel lew• m t be I &me ideology ot 

creatine· lalamio 1 taw lD In41a. 

Above all, the fOrmations ot HaJlti....-Mushamarat 

whtcb 1s tbe federation ot (1) Indian Unloa Musltm. League, 

(9) lamiat-ul-tJlam1e-H1n4, (3) lammat•1-X.laal1 

(4) fam1r-1TMU1at, (5) Iltoba4-Ul-Muabalmann1 (6) t-hlslim 

bl~ok ~ct (7) Muslim l{aOJ.il. The formation ot such an 

organization !S a poe1t1W Sign. tor the Ol'la11izat1on 

standi to cOmbat oommunals.SJD, check comrmm.al riots end 

saf.\Jguard the social ancl CUltural Sntereatl ot the ta11mlt 

But 1n ,raaticf:i it bas worked to strengthen oomm.unal:l.sa 

in lnc!la. lt ball acdltpte4 the secular 14ealS ot tbe conetl•. 

tution blit' not the alms ot 1t - ur.altorm o1v11 code. It . 
does not want any chanse 1n the Mull !a personal ~-~ 

Further the organization .acts like a pressure group 
, I . • 

representing a large community ot Mueltms tn Inc11a.. The 

Pres14ent of tbe organisation says he could talk to the 

domlnnnt pol.1t1oa1 party 1n eaeb state to c!emanc1 protection 

ot tbe Muslims 1n turn tor Muslim support to tbat part.v. 21 

i'he ex1atence ot tbGse communal. or1anizationa ~ 

tb$ lndlarl social organization is b1gbly ant1•seoUl.ar. 

fheir tunctloning procedures, ,their preaehktgs and 14eolo-

21. ttobammad Gbouse, ~. p. ss. 
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glea are tu1l of communal germs. !bey do not want 

•secul.arum• to seep into the soctetyta structure and 

get accepted by the people. Rather "they want oommunaJ.Saa 

to tlour1ab an4 secularS.• to pertsb 1n India". 22 

In auob a social structure where there are Yarlout 

trpe~ of ant1-aecUlar elements present (tradltlon oommu

naltam, communal riots etc.) ollances ot the 1atal.J or 
seoulartsm to set institutlonallaed In tbe soclet7 appear 

weak. 

segtlon - ·u 
Process ot exob.anfi between re}: 1SICI'l and 

• I !at. Iii . . .. 

In the light of the antJ. ... secular elements ot tbe 

Ind1BD trac!itlon (the e:xlttence or the relS.slou.a and. caste 

groups end communal organ.1zatlona) that we •~4 make an 
attempt to stud;' the tunctlontns pattern ot the national 

political. part»s. 

In t/1.17 deDlOarat1c set up a political party, in the 

strugfle tor pCJWer, 1ntendl to atrencttwn its mase base. 

' The extent ot tle support ot the mass 48termt.nes tho extent 

ot tho accass1bU1ty or pCA~er. The wider the support 1n 

the masses the greater are ebances tor galn1ng the power. 

as. I.fobamma4 Obouse, Ib1d1 P• 69. 



88 

Thus. tbe po11tlcal.lite ot anr P.&rtr dependl upon tho 

support ot tbe ~~. 

to pSn tbe SUpport ot the maJI 11 to l&1n the 

legitimacy. Howevor,to aatn.tbe 16g1t~a01 

dependl upon various ractors. 

D.E.Smltb taJS, "A political sptem acquires legi

timacy ~ben the belief become widespread that its political 

1nst1tutloDS and procec!ui.'U are rlgbt and proper tor the 

society and. that ita deciSions should be accepted an.t'l roues 

obeyed as a matter ot moral obligation. n23 881DJ110Ur M. 

L1pset points out, "Groups wUl regard a pol1t1cal system 

as leg1t1mate or Ulegitim.ate according to the WaY 1n which 

its values tit 1n w 1th their pri1Dary values. "24 Prom 

these two statements it appears that there are two impos-taot 

features Whlcb act as cteterminants tn galnlng ptl1t1cal 

legf.tlmaoy. Pitst, tbe acceptance ot ideOlogy at tbe widlr 1 

levelt ana see~a, ideology must serve the lnteresta ot 

all the groups. · 

Every pol1t1oal party, 1n order to· maxlmlse J.ts 

support and thereby torl;g1t1ma.ct, keeps into account 

these two factors or leglt1macy and functions accordingly. 

23. D.E.Smltht ll•J.lglon IQd ·gpJ.1tfJ.Q1 Sll liJ:U• Pr1ncetont 
New Jersoy, 1965, p.3ls. 

24. s.tt.Lipset1 Some social requisites or demooracrt 
economic 48.alopmant and pol1t1oa1 lec1t1maoy. 
iUEWID ·p01it1Qat, Sqiens1 BJI!Uit 1959, Vol. 33, 
~SH~ . 
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In IncUa, where different rellglous, caste and 

tribal groups co-exlst, the tor~a.tton ot any parti

cular ideology 1s a CU.ttlcult talk. Hc:J~efer1 alnce 

thrOUghout India, religious and caste p1ues rank b1gh, 

among the pr1mar1 values ot tbe matuses 1 the close ata~ocla

tion or religion witb the po11tloal parties vout4 tbus 

appear to eona titute an invaluable means to maxt.m!ae ita 

support. This 1s the rt!&S~ vby Nl.1g1on and oaste plues 

torm : - 1mportant components ot the ideology ot any partl• 

eular party 1n IncJ1a. 

Now let us look Snto the two levels at wblcb any 

political party tunott.ona Jn a demoorat1o set up md point 

ouf: the d1tterent Wf11S ttu-ougb wbloh rellg~ lnt'luancea 

these parties at each ot the separate levelS. 

{a) Structura1-organ1zat$.onal Level a 

At the structural organizational level; we find 

tbafl most of the political parties, mainly tho National 

Congress, ha'!S certain components (members) wblcb are 

an t1-seoUlar. 

Almost stnce :l.ts Inception we t1n4 that the Congress 

Part1 has been a plattom tor all kindl of people. It baa 

been a heterogenOUI party. Itl members have be~ 4em.oorats 1 

soc1a11Bts, secUluiatl as well atJ comnnmaltats. Nebru 
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e.4t!llttett thiS and said that the C~gress sa a hrttaro~ 

nous pa1't1 and oany~cragress mom'ber 11 a communal 1st. 25 

Tho communal S.ts came Into the l:l.me light only 

when tbe iSsues 11ke the H!n4u Cotle-BUl, propos ala to ban 

cow slaughter, tbe ,uest1ont or tore1gn Cbr18 tians m1as1o-
o ' 

naties and Muslim minority came up. Punhottam DJ.s 'lQJlcton, 

PancUt !balmr ~ Bbargawa, and Gov!nd S.tb ~ bave bttcm 

the most out~a:poken adVOca~$Of Htndn causes. 28 \ibUG 

the late 18put1 Prime Mintater, Sa.rdal Patel took vtsorout 

action againSt tbe Rashtr1ya Swayara Sevak Sangh, be 414 not 

hesitate to press tor some recop1tlon of H1udt:ltam 1n 

IntU.a•s national lite and vowed not to rest unt.U the 

Sarnatb temple d.ts troyed by tbe Muslim. invaders 1n tho 

eleventh oantur7' ·· Val renovated. Such actlvitle• or the 

communallsts as veu ai ••cular18tl like Sardar Patel did 
~(._ 

. not deter, however, the othe:w: m.embera to carry on"'struggle 

tor secularism and aoctalf.sm. But such act1v1t1es hnd a 

nogat~ve impact on tbe minds ot the people. Recognls Sng 

the consequences of such actions ot these members tbo 

Congress Party declared 1n 1te 1961 resolution, "1boao 

Congressmen wbo by their act or inaction 1D an emergeno17 

support directly or 1nd1rect1y the comnnmal1st1o tendencies 

and indUlge 1n communal a.otivf.tlea ar• not worthy ot 

25. cTeawabarlal Nehru, A\ifiR~iQG:•Pblt r-taomSJlan, London 
1953, p.136, . 

26. D.E.Smith, No.4, Op. c1t, 1 p,479, 
• It ha. been contra41cte4 by Romua... fbapart. 
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remaining 1n the party.•27 

fhere haw •en 'many other m.emben of thia party 

. who bel4 blgb posltlCNI were blcbl.V re11g1oul minded. 

EYGn tbo ttrst P~s1dent ot India, Dr. RaJendra Prasad 

is lnolude4 in lt •.. TJles.e members, bolcUng a tate pos1t10111.t 

· b.ave been part1c1patlllg in rel1g1ous tunottonsllke Kumbha 1 
~ ! ' • 

Mala• ann1~r&a1'1 oelebrat1ou or V1vekanan4a, Lord Bu4dha 
. I 

eta. vttbout bothering to emphasise that they were doing 

so On.. thef.tt personal level. 28 

:tn the contemporar1 per1o<t,. the Congress Party 

has all kindS or members - orthodox H~dUI , orthoc!o:r 

t.fusl.tms, Comnnmaltsta 1 and eecular!Sta. 29 The oommunallstt 

ore ot two types-HindU communalists and Muslim commUftaltstl. 

The Hln4U communaliatl are polltloally less vocal wbereaa 
t ' 

tbe 14usllm cormnunallatt •• politically very aot1wa. {!he 
main tunctlon ot the l.fu811m c~unallsts 18 to point out 

tbe grievances ot tbe Musltms and accuse tbe pol1t1oa1 

parties tor their hand t.b1nc1 all' the e'l1lii.J These coJ:Jitrl\P' 

nel 18 ts are not those who openly come out 1n support ot 

one oommutl1ty at the coet or the nation's interests, but 
e,_VL'II\ 

rather work 1n41reotlr tor the same. They · ~ o. not"beaitate 
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decrJ'lng communaliam. Otten tbey rile 1a. ps-otest as~t 

:'.the RBS, Jan .Sangb. an4 eton the Muslim orcan1r.at1ons. 

Bven the Communist Parties also haft 1uch components 

1n their Ol'gan1zat1ons. JJ48 Ramboodiripad tor example, 

who represents an organisation wblcb !a aYOVedly secUlal" 

!n outlook and aims to achleft a clasaless an4 casteless 

soclet.r, 1n 19?0 · cl!man48d tor the proportional represen.• 

tat ion. tor Mus.liml. 3) He attested hiS Y1ews ·to the ctemana 

ot tbe · t.fullill oolmDUila118tl tor eeparate electorates. TM 

r-tuslim oommunalS.Stl bave an obJection to the ~oint elec

toral s15tem because they find tbat tbe l.fualila legiSla

tors are not 1n proport1oa. to the strength of tbe total 

lMJllm pOpUl.atlon. 'l'b.ey alSo believe that tbose who are 

elected are not true •representatives" ot tbe MuslimS 1n 

India. 31 Attestation to such demandS wbtch are anti• 

secular are commtmal activities tor they are performed 

·t:or the . instrumental purposes 1 to gaJ.n the support of' the 

Muslims. Such aotlvltles ot these leadeN have wide 

consequences. They create community consclouSness an.4, 

strengthen cOmmunity bola. Further in tum., .reJ.tgioua 

commtm1ty gets pol~t1c1ze4 which 1s often uaecl tor the 

political purposes·. Sucb aot1v1t1ea have been blghly 

31. 

I:W1n. Sbaklrt 5!!J.1m! Jn ftef In41t. Kalantkal' Praka
shan, New l»lh-. 1972, ~· 65. 

14o1o Shakir, lll!4, p. 65. 
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6etunot1onsl 1n tbe way ot secular1zat1on 1n India. 

• Organ.t.zatlonal Functional Level • 

The polttl~ partles, iB a damooratio aet-up1 

function COJDclonlf at two levels - 1dllolog1oal. level• and 

mobU1zatlonal level. We bave enough matertal.s to enume-
' r 

rate that at both these levelS, tbe pol1t1cal.part1es 
' 

operate under relS.g:S.OUS and, caste con.stra1ntt• 

Ideological Level • 

AS we haw seen Sn the last Chapter, most of the 
. 

politlcal parties 1n India be1leve 1n secularurn. Their 

manifeStos reveal that all ot them are keen in acdl!tntua

t1ng tbe process ot secutarwm 1D Inc11a. The concern tor 

minorttles, · ma1Dly Musllms and national integration Ss 
I 

woU . sbown 1n their progr811111l8S. fbey all, in. eommon1 

decry communalism and believe 1n the *enets of secularism 

and democracy. 

fb18 commonality of •1•s makes lt pertinent to 

raiSe a question at to wby these politleal part1es 1 botb 

rightiSt and Lett1s~ commonly belieV"e 1n sac'Qlarum? 

Broadly speaking, there could be two pos s1ble reasons tor 

tb1s., Flrstlr, lt is because they firmly believe that 

• By organizational - functional level we me an the level 
at wbicb tbe political parties tunct1an in a democrat1o 
set up. 
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secular18m 1s tunctlonal Jn the Indian context. It . 
serves the mterest of the natton, ma!nlr ln. tbe t1elct ot 

· national 1ntegrat10D an4 national unltr. Hav1ng genuine 

faith 1n 1ts tenets they want to operatlonaltae them c:e 
the Western demooratS.o lines so as to· gift a tUlip to 

tho process ot modernization 1n India. Seoon.dly, the.y 

accept socularSSm and 1ts tenets not becau&e the1 bave 

firm tot tb 1n secularism an4 genuinely intend to opera• 
. 

t1onol1Se the secUlar ideology or the a tate on the western 

ttlmoaratlc 11nes but rather because 1ts tlltlllll-:bl.R UQIJ,J,

trm® Sl .AD i~Al&IE C'lUWI •11W~ !tWJ411" wJllqll 
•• J:AIIR .um tJle_pupgp£U ot all ~as ot groups - both 

horizontal and vertical groups • 

. !he experience or the past thirtv years suggests 

that all the political parties - the national Congress 

(naw Congress•I), the CommuniSt Party of India (f.{) 1 tho 

Comn11m.ist Party ot IndS.a, the Bbaratlya JB11 Sangh (now 

Bharat1ya Janata Party), the tormer J'anata larty, beltevo 

1n secul~tsm mol"e beaause ot tbe second re• on and mtnl

mal.ly because ot tbe tirl t. 

• Seet1lar1Sm carries 1nstrumentel value 1n the Indian 
context tor two reasonst (1) lt meets the lestt1mate 
interests or all Jd.nat or groups - rel1g1ous t cas~' 
tribal eto. (11), its acceptance ·meat'l8 meetmg V1tn 
tbe interests ot all these groups. !here fore, tor the 
pol1t1cal partlsa wblch str1w to maximise tb91r mass 
support. ln. the Indlan contest, soouJ.arlsm carries 
!.Dstrumental values. 
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At the natlonalloval1 theJ bold secular ideology 

an4 at!Voeate lt ma!nly to maximiSe their support in tba 

masses, an4 not because the~ genuinely bellow in 1t ted 

tntent! to operatlonal.tse 1t. 1be val1d1ty ot thi8 argument 

11es .1ft the fact tbatt S.n the last more than thirty ,ears, 
~ 

no pol1t1cal party has strongly demanded for a unltorm 

e1vU co&:t tor the whole ot Indla, no Muslim member of any . 
organirat1on has so tar put-torwarcJ thiS demm1t!, no poll• 

tical party tbat has a ma3or1ty of HSAC!U followers bas· 

pl:oteste4 agat.nst the hUllabaloo created by HindU rev1Ya-

11st groups 1n favour of' banning cow slaughter everpbere 

1n India. 32 

Tbus, we f1n4 that al tt;e M~l2!lal lga;r., the 

S§gulfiP ~!l.ll 39SIPte0 br the po111;1ca\ pqrttlt tg i 

ISQV8 tM..I!mUlo..tt Q( ~~ 41ttsy:ent FJllsJsll!t .a.alta ,ap4 

t.UJv4. JlUW'U!. , It .H,.Q.q.t_operat19M].js_o4 Jz!GI-1 at 
tho ~star :tt!At .tber.mlrsllt SJ.itl!att ,tt.1t..J!WR2P· In tbJ.s 

way, seeulartam, .af an IdeOlogy ot the pol1t1cal part1ea 

1n ln&, J.s proving to be Instrumental aDd status•ca.uotst. • 

fl.B.Shah; usecul.Gt'Sim 1n India" in secalar!sa In In41a 
((l;«t;) by v.K.Slnha, LalVanl PUbllcation, Bombay, 1968, 
p.a. 
Instrumontal and status quo1.8t means tbat tbo seCUlar 
l$1ology ot these pol1t1ca1 parties are perfol'mlnB 
two tunotians. First, 1t helps them to secure support 
ot tU.f1ltrent rel1glons. caste and tribal groups, and 
socon6, S.t 1s preservtn.g the statUS"""f'UOt tor change iS 
1S not 1ntro4Uced 1n actual praot1ce, on secul~ lines 
as stated in the Constitution. -



MobUt.aattonel Level • 

At the mobU1zat1onal level, we find that rel1glaft 

and caste plaJ very a1gnlt1oant role in 8\lf.4lng tbe tuno

tlonJ.ng ot the political parties. Let us deal; wltb the 

role of caste and religious groups separately. 

Dlt.te.rent case studf8s oondUctea m 41tterent 

areas ln lftdla atte.r independence indicate that the 

caste associations sprang up at tbe state, cUatrlot and 

v111age lewls. Political ~bllizat1on transformed, 

o·astes ll)tO pressure groups. 33 111a 4om1ftBDt castes • 

L!nge.yats and OkkQ11gas 1n 14)?Sore34 Bs44is and Kammas in 

Antllra lradesh , and tbe Marathal, Brablliml and t(akkars 

m l.fabarasbt&-a - ut11Sse4 the resources ot tbe state tor 

pro3ects and schemes that benef'1tte4 them 1ft connection 

w1tb ~obs, 11oen~s, and perrn1ts necessary tor onterpN

neurlal aot1v1ty. 

fhe polltlcal partw, too sbreVa4 to ignore 

there reserwJ.rs or political pOtler, in order not to 

loose support ot any partJ.clilar caste, resorted to a 
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"cleftr bal.ancms ot one caste agalnSt another."35 In 

a broadeas t on tbe . eve ot lnt!epenc!li8nce DaY in 1962 . 

President Rac!lakrtsbnan adm1ttet\1 "!be recent elections 

showed tbat tbe s,stem or caste and communaL teelfngs 

had not loosened their bold on the mf\lld. of tbe people. "38 

It· bat been stated that ~e · ot tbe tunot~ons that 

· sustatns oaste11tn 18 that castes are reservoiH of poll-. ' 

tical power. 3? lt 11 tbe p~lltlcal interference tba.t 

·bas tncreaso4· ~aste-consolousnese • 38 In rural areas the 

politioal elite actf.vata and operate caste groups. fhe7 

W1e1d "the nal pol1t1oalt social and economic power at 

the local level, an4t l.ndireotlr, at tbe • tatet and tec!eral 

level&"39 

Tbe pOll tical part lea, molnly tbe Con~se, mobfl.lse 

the1r support on tbe caste and nl1g1ous l!ne~. Soon after 

Independence the Con~ss Partt began to appeal to a-scr1-

pt1w 1oya1t1ea1 e98ll though, tUl the tourtb General J.Ue.,... 

35. quoted :t.n Mob~4 Qbouae, .~. clt., p.49. 
36. Quoted ln Ounnar Myr4al, ~· eS.t. t P• 3)9. 
m. See "Notes and Comments an Soclal Ectu.ca.tlon and 

Cagtetsm" 1n ladlflD ·-tomaaJ. o( Ajg,l.t §4\!t.lt&mb 19, 
. Vol.I, October 1968. · 

38• 14.8 .• srtn1vas ': "'l'he I. D41an Road to. . &quality• • 
Eggnom1c .Wtcuar, June 1966, p.sa?. . 

39. Gwmar t~Jrdal, Op. e1t., PP• 292-93. - -
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tiona, there w~ no po11tloa1 party 1n Indla wblcb posed 

any thl'eat to lt. Ru<tolpb end Rudl)lpb polnt 011t that 

wbeft the pollt!cal partles tormect ~~ V1nnar KUla Kaatr1sra 
-

Sn 1952 suoeea s tully mobllSSe4 the VlnnU': votes In tbe 

eleqt1on Sn 1955,40 tbe congJ'Gss government a ought their t 

merger Into the Congres• in return tor two aeata 1n the 

state cabinet, reservation o£ t1ve out of went1 olvSl 

service posit~, lnoreaH 1n plaoe ot tbe unlwrs1tles 

tor and allocation of a t1ttSng number ot nomSm.\tians em. 

Congress tickets to the Vlnnars. Consequant11 ,thet 
. . I 

obligmsJ,y d.t.ssolvatl the 1r parties and ~oine4 the Congl'8aa • 

. O.tber partiel including Socialists and, the Comm.u.

nista emulated. the Congress 1D appealing to tho aacrip

tS.ve lOTalttes. •Lttm the Cong~ss, they too protessed, 

but har4ly practised secuJ.artsm. 41 

1m ooste sentiments baa been used by tb.o po11tl.oa1 

parties to mobilise people and maximise tbelr support 

rellgtous sentiments alSo bave been explo1te4 tor tbe 

polltloal purpose. We rlnc! tbat all the pollt1ca1 parties• 

in the struggle tor poweF~ employ varloua teobniques to 

nobU1se Muslims Sn India. 

40. Lloyd 1 .. Rudolph and s.tt.Rudolpb, the Moc!emltY ot 
frru!1t1oru Pollttcal Dewlopment Sn ·tnttt.a,t Cbloago 
trnlvers1ty Press, Chloago, 19671 .pp.60•64. 

41;. l.fohammad Gbouse1 ~. ~·, p.51. 
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One ot such tectm.lques un.iftrsallJ a.SOpte4 by the 

pol1t1cal parttes iS the caution made 1n tbe selection \ 

ot canc!idates. It 1S oatd that 1n. nominating candidates 

to contest elections, tbe Congress often took into con

stderatlon tho votlrlg strength ot tbe various caste and 1 
religious groUpS 1n a constltuencJ. Evan a leader 11ke 

l4aulana Asad wes asslsned a constituency wb1cb bad a. . . 

stmable Musl1m vote. 42 D.E. Smith points out that the 

rel1g1on end casto ot the cm41date S4 elW818 taken into 

account whtle ~electlng a C&ftd1date tor the election in 

a const1tuenc1'• It the religion o:t' caste ot a oand1date 

Is '"rigbtti tor a constituency, meaning be bas substantial 

number of "wtean ot h!JI own communitY, be 1s pref\:Jrred 

over otbers. 43 

Another common p.raotlco in tbe process ot moblll

zatlon ot the Musllma JJJ the catoby slogans use4 to wln 

~he Muslims. All the national political. parties, botb 

rlgbtlst and Lett1at, often come out 1n defense of the 

Muslims with prov6oat1ve slop.na like "lmarit;kt• Q.tt · 

m .. Panar", "trattb tg Eilb1il 91 IIIPW1Shl" etc. rAirtng 
-------==--the election campaigns t the Congrea s leaders told the 

42~ tfobammad Gbouse,, ~·~·, p~ 50. 

43. ».B. Smith, ~.C1t., P• 483. 



Musl.l.ms that only tbo Congress ccald aava the1r llns 

and property and tbat tbo eta te would not interfere 

w1tb their personal law, 1t they vote4 tor a Oongreaa 

oan414!.te. 44 While campa1gnJ.n,g tor the 19?2 eleottons, 
'-

a Cot1gress cantU.c!ate promiSed 1 *'Sbe will be the tlrst 

IntU.an ladl to, reSlgll ~om tbe Assembly ~d, alSO trom 

the Congra~s 1t MUslim lav Ss amended. Mus.llm law 18 

baeed on the Sharlah and even tho MuslimS haw no rlgbt 

to demand any change in lt. n45 Even tbe late Zaklr Husain 

was aware of suob aotivltt.es or the Congressmen and bact 

complained agaf.DS t such actlritles 1n tbe N att.onal Inte-

'' gratlon GouncU and suggested tbat the CDDgress sbould 

be readY to go into wUderness ratber tban suocwab to 

''46 communal iftfluence. 

Such act1V1t1es of tbe Congress wblcb were emu

lated by other pol1tlcal parties appear to be lndlreotlt 

responsible tor gl'ltng a tUlip to the MUslim aDd Hintht 

communal organizat1DDI ln Indta. They appear to bave 

realised that it ubitecl thell' community stood. they can 

bargain trom tbe soverz:uuent on various jssuee. !bus, 

the ttual.lm organ1zat1ons wb:l.ch ba6 become pollt1oa1ly 

~ Mohammad Obouse, ~.C2_t. 1 P• so •. 
46.. Quoted in s. Alam Jalunt!mlr 1, n7a EJ.oottons and 

oolllmUDal:lsm 1n U,4orabatf' !n SecUlar ~mooraoy, 
Zune 1972, p. 22. 

45. Mohammad Gbou.se, 2P•<!1t•, p. 50. 
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inactive after 1rutepenc!ence, regained their vtgour. 

Sl$ by aide, man1 other new f·fual~ organiaattons musb• 

roomed 1n various· places ln ln41a. In reaction, tbe 

B1n6tt orpllieatS.~~o activated t~J.Jt a~1Y1tlet 11'1 

every nook end comer or . the . oouatrr. 

Most of those communal · organlsationl like Jammat-

1-Islami, · tbe · Basbtrijra Slayam sevak_ Sangh 'were not 

pol1t1cal but were directly invol vad 1n tbe pol1t1ca 

. ot tbe country. fho Muslim orgmbatlOJ1'i,convlnce4 vlth 

. the reality that they can notgaln tbe pollt1cal pcver 

without the support or the B•dUs preferred. to act as 

presaure .sroups to secure more ona more pol1t1cal. oon

eesstona .. 

!he emergence ot such communal organizations ln 

the Indian. aoel ety bad profound ctama~!ns Impact on the 

entire aooular polity ot tbe country. fhe psrlodlo 

·eleot1ons, wb1cb are held 1n a domoerat1o polit1oal 

B38tem to prOVide Opportunlttes for tho expresston Of 

the. electorate's Juclgemant on the pertarmanoe of tho 

government, became instrumental 1ft developing nov poli

tical alignments based on rellgion. !he instances are 

many when both leftiSt and rigbtest polltt.cal parties 

ontere4·1nto an electoral alliance vltb the communal 

organ1zat1on8 •. 
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Xn Indla.1 lt 1s true that tbe comrmmal organl• 

snttom except t.tusllm organ1zat1o~ never had btm.dre4 

pereent support of their comrmm.S.ty. But the I4usllm 
, 

communal or gardzatlon alw aJS 00Dm111ftdec1 subS tantlal 

sUpport of the community. It was soi on two accounts -

(1) tho elites or the community,. who were though 41vlde4 

into tvo ,.,c~~l.'•o'i\.s ~ - nationaliSts and. orthodox.,.. in 

general, WaJ'lted a share in tho power tor tho consoll• 

dation ot tbe oommunity and conaequent11 succeeded In 
I 

w!nning ovor tho _conscious and polittcal minded poople 

of the commun1t1• (11) fhe masses were and are generally 

poor tor whom rel1g1ous symbolS and cultural norms alOl'lG 

mattered. Dlus, tbe elites succeeded 111 exploiting the 
; 

prtmor·dlal sentiments and thereby succeeded .In mobf4SS!ng 
. . 

them tor their own selfiSh political actlon. 

For the nat1onal political parties, ~alnly tho 

Congress, what cou.nted most vas ·the ".votes•. !be so11-

tiif1ed ~d ·unified Yotes ot Muslims appear hlghly alluring 

to tbeo. To secure them, these parties entered tnto a 

process of dcbange with the MUslim orranleatlona. !be 

former promiSe to tult1U tb.e demands of the latter 

(ma.Jnly elites) wbUe tbe latter extend support, m 

terms or votes, to tbem ror the f\4flllment of tbelr 

damands. 

47. Rajni Kothari,. Extent anc11Sm1ts. of communal vot!nga 
the case ot tne Baroda East, 1n Indian Vot!ntt Bboa• 
V0\11" (ed) by t·i,yron Weiner and BaJnl Kotbar1, Forma 
J?ubl1catton, Calcutta, ,1965, p. ::0. 
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2ho oonttastatS.on ot suob a "procesn of exchange" 

Ia . obaorvablo 1n tho fOl"D ot alootoral alllarloes oan.olu

ll94 4urln8 vnr1ous oleottons between tho p01ltloa1 po.r

tlos, O.."l ~oo 0119 hand,.,an6 the o0tml1.1001 or(lmllmatlons on 

tha otb.Gl'e 

fbe CO!'l{JNSS P~t, tor .lnatanco, oa4e 1D tbe 

boa.ln.ntna an Blliaoca w ltb the Bln&& 11abaSabba 48 and 

later 1n 1959 with tbe Husllm League to ovoribrow tho 

comunlst powor !n · Korala. 41 ln recent oleotlons ( &saeo-! 

bly olootlons, 1989) tbe Congro:sa Party cade z alliance 

ulth tbo lncUQtl Untcm. rrus11m Lea.gt~G und~ tbe banna• of 

iJntted Damoeratlo Fl:'ont. ~ flot OJlly Sn tterala but elae

whsro Bleo tho Cqress Pa.Fty hn9 entored tnto sucb 

olltancos. 

otbor pol1tleal. parties ltk9 the BbaratlJa Jan 

Oanab ana tbG JanQt!\ Party have also tr.u.1ulaet! 1n suab 

o.lllo.nees &arlDg tbo time ot oloctt.ona. It 1S a well 

kneJin tact that the Dharattya lana SsnSha banvUy rellet! 

on tho support ot the B1nC!U communal aotlnsts ot the 

nss 1n 19'1S electlom. In. tact, 1D most or tho oloctlons 

c, n.n. aottb, !!P.Q.D., p. 491. 
49. D. B. Smith, 21· QD:. t P• 482. 
so. D.tecan Cbronlole, rtay as, 19821 p. e. 
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the Rasbtrl)'B SWaJao G&Yak Sangh b:l8 act1Ye11 supportad 

th9 oandldatel ot len 8angb. 51 

Jon Srulgh, bof.ng 149nt1ftatl as a pre•Rindu Party• 

'Y\Over cot tho support ot tho tmallml. ~sa we.a tbo ense, 

by and large, v1tb the Janata Party too. Ho:rlng !n 1t 

tbo stronB bolc1 of tba Bbaratlya lan Saqb and tborebJ . . 
~L-

·,thO nas, ,the nat10Mll!t as well as"ortbodo:r soctt.ons 

or tho ttwllktl showed apathY' towara.. tbQ oaru!lthtes tie•· 

ldOC! b1 the lanata Party. 

Llkavlae, tile eoeun10t pal"tt.os (both CP! and 

CPI-a) bnva olao mado sucb allSancoe. · For Snstance, in 

· 1951 tbo Commu.n.tet Party made on alllance vltb the DMK 

J.n t1a~as. 52 In 1969, the Cont:nmlst Party of .1nd1a(ff) 
1 

on&t an alliance wltb tbe ln.dlan Unlon ot MUslim LOaguo . 
1D Korela ASsembly oloct:S.ona. 63 In tbo Assembly elec-

tions ot 1982 botb tbo oom.1J1Ulltst pat"t1os un4er the ban

nor ot the United Left Pront tlattl an allSnnce vltb the 

All lrUila ttusltm L03flUO to wltl the oloct1one. 64 

61. Rlohord Larlbart, ttBtn&t ComtlUllal GroupS ln. IDdla 
Polltlcs" Jn lliChord L. Park aniJ INne tinker (edl) 
&!~~~4 2~ltl~ 6l}S~~~t;J.9Dia IJl ld$111 . • 

. Prce on ~veri~tl' Pre1a, ew~orae.v t 1900, P• SltJ.. 
sa. l-'1. e. A.- Rao, a present lby Grovtb" t Jn 8miQt&, ¥ugus t, 

1961. . 
53. J.l'l)ccaD Ctu-ontole, nay 921 1982, p.9. 
54. !boOM Cbron1cle, lb141 P• G. 
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.SUob alliances botween tbo polltlcal panics an4 

thG ~ organizations aN cleal" azpreseton of com

rnnnallsm.65 itlose actlvttlos of the polltloal parttes, 

oolootton ot candl&\tes ln terms ot caate nnc1 re11alon1 

ur.e ·or provocatl~ slogans and olecto.ral alllarlces haft 

vl$! ·conseqUOneq. i'beao a.ctlvlttea pr011lt'le polltlo~ 

rocogn1t1on ana ldontltt to tho religious ·comcunltSeo. 

Tho pollttcal tdentlty tosetbor with tbe alreattY oxlotlng 

rollgtous td011t1ti ot the tbtllm comt!1Unlty prov14d tho· 

ollte& the power to borpln wltll the po~ltloal JU'tlos 

toft moro and more polltlcal conceset.ODI.. !be Prellibnt 

of tM Musllm Leapo1 wbo baa openo4 branches of bl& 

pBl'tY !n some ot tbe B1n.41•spealdng atetes, sags that 
0 b.o could d0Sal'l4 protootl.m of the t.fuD.llmS t.n tum tor 

lluslll!l support to that part.v.t~56 

lrl tho last tblrtY years tflta process of exebmge 

botvoen tbe polltlcal pa.r~tes and tbe communal 0~8Q111za

ts.ons bas got 1n&t1tut10Dalized 1n tho polltloel svetom 

ot lndln. !he 1r19tltutlonallaat1on or this proooss ot 1 

oxcbanp bat cnusoa sorlous damage to tbe procoae ot 

aoou.J.arS.aattan 1D tho ron wing wapa • J?trs tlv, lt bas 

ss.. DoeeD.!l Cbronlole, lbl4, P• 9. 

sa. ll,B,.A,. Baot Sem1Dar, August llJGl. 
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enabled tbo I~llm elites to orpn SSe tbo tr COt!ltlU!llty 

polltlonlly. In aouree of ttmo theJ have bacome poll• 

tlcnlly so conaolo'WI Gl'ld strong that they are 1n G pOlS• 

tton to lilak& their wolaht felt • a worr1t.ns 9arlable 

1a tba olooto.rol go.ms wbleb li pl~d mainly bt ~ o.rlty 

C1D!l11!11~Y 1oodora in lrldla. Secondl,, thougb the slttl:-

1Ul po11tlca1 ba.rgalrllftl by tho Mu~Um loa.&rablp bas 

otrengthenetl tho econ.o11lo an4 CUltural roots or tbe 

com-'"1mtty1 tt hos cortaiDlv ottaot tbo c!nlflll or oWlvtng 

a unl.torm ciVil ooea, one ot the most; tmpor~t a03ls ot 

thO secular toneta ot the In&• Constitution. !h1rQJ1 

1t bns resulted. 1D tho emrpnoe of cafttbllD cant':Amal 

parties 1ft India 1rl the late ss.xtSes and. early sovont!M 

ublob · i.s perb&Da responsible tor tbe ralotl'oduotlon ot 

1rrospomU.blo commun!ll ldloosSD Indian polltlca, remml• 

scent ot pre-tnt!apendence c1a11. Consequently, auoh 

polltJ.cal ldlom whlob 1a tall ot communal rJOI'ml ct«Snot 

lot oooulart.sm · seep into tho aoctety•s otJruotuM and 

sot accoptod b.V the peOple. 

He one. aay, to ocnolu4e, that the lndlrm sodal 

structure wboao V'llr10UI tradltional aloments aro antl-

oocUl.Gl' and where aan.v communal 01"ganlsat1ons ealat 

1:1blcb prossurtse the polity, wherein oom::nmal contract 

takOS placa bOtveon tbe polltlcal parties antl tho cotll!t11'\'lal 



Ol"gllt'lise.ttons, tbo cbonC98 ot oporatlonallmtlon or the 

oocu.l~ l&loloa..v ot the atato tb not appear to be plau

olblo. 'lbSS is the oato renson why ID«!b IS ~t to be-
, . -



CHAP!BR•V 

Ca:lCLUSION' 

!HE mnBB Chapters ot thu atu41 nomely IU.storl• 

oat BGOkgrOlmd and BeYS. of the Lltel'at\JN; Seeulal' 

t4eologr ot the Gtate tad the Poll tloal Part lei Sn ln.&; 

entt, RellSlollt tradS.t1o4 on6 Politics In IDdla1 were 
oeloctod to Studt the llltG1"actlonal pattern ot nllalon 

on<l politics :ln poat-!ndlpandent 1Ddia. Atte~ bavtas 

anolped tbo lnteractlonal pattern or llellalon and 

Pol1tles in tbe l&lt Three Cbaptera that we are rnaklng 

cD ent'Jea'IOU.rt Sn tbts can.cl.utUag chapters, to test tb& 

vnl1d1ty or our two hJPotbettcal .s~\e.-.~"'1:1.- ((a) Indlo 

18 a quosl sooular system, (b) An4 ln locUst rollaton 

and caste are usod tor pol1tloal enc11. tn tum, poll• 

tical •oaources are used to meet the rellgloua sroups 
Interests)- m tho llsht ot tb.o tSn&gs and ccmoluslons 

ot tbe last two Chaptera. Bes1de8 1 we aro also mald.ng 

en attGDpt to answer tbe tollcwiDg questltlll 1n tho 

light or our tt.ncU.nss - . (a) How tar Parliamentary tvm 

of ~aoy nos euccaeded 1n realising the secular 

goalS ot the statet (b) to vbat extont the party ayate 

IS rosponslblo tor the :ta11ure on the part ct the state 
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to accomplish the secUlar goals 1 (c) 1s it correct 

to say that autual reciprocity between religion and 

politics (beween Muslim m;'-ority community and the 

national political parties) causes or intensities commu

nalism; (d) 1s secularism a myth?- meaning not practi-, . ' 

cealJle 1n 8W\ ethnically plural society like India. 

In order to test the validity or our hypothetical 

.s.\:tt.:\:ce.W1L"lB we will piece together the flnd1ngs and 

c6nclU$,1ons ot the last two central chapters and enume

rate them 1n a logical sequence. !b.1s process of' enume

ration or f'1nd1ngs 1n a logical se<J.\:l8nt1ality wm help 

us ~udge the hypotheses objectively. 

Thus, to begin with, let us now look into ~he 

findings and conclusions ot the last two chapters. In the 

third chapter-SecUlar Ideology or tbe State and the Poli

tical Parties 1n 'India- we after having focussed upon, 

at length, the diverse Indian Social Structure, the secu

lar tenets ot the constitution, the views or the ditte

rent scholars, politicians and national political parties 

on secularism, the partial achievement or secular goals, 

prevalence or h1StU1ty between H:tndus .and Musl1mS 1 etc. 

have gathered the toll owing conclusions. First, iQ the 

diverse Indian sociaJ. struqty:e the 1Jlcorporat1on gt tb,e 

s equlg.r 1dea1s 1n t~e Ind1aq Cons t1tut1on is. a prggress iye 

4es im Q£ the Indian politY. It 1a also functional tor it 
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gu.ara11tees ln41v1dUa1. and the group the right to freedOm 

ot religion (to prote~s, practice and prOpagate) 1 1t ~ 

does no~ allow state to 41Scr1mlnata any Snct1~ldu.a1 or 

group or religion on escr1pt1ve g~411 eto. Secondly, 

Sill• lD"'• IRl,tr ll JfJialJr 11mc. 1 t S8 a o on two . 
acoounts. (a) It atrnsto seoulariSe Indian soclety, aftd 

. ' ' ., 

(b) It makes state neutral to its tel.t.gloarattUSatiOD. 

and torb1d!J 1t to impart any re11gloul lnstru.ctloaa tA 

any state malntainee! ectu.catlonal lnst1tutlcna. 

Havever) 1t we e.ons14er the Indian. torm or secllla--. 
rlsm wblcb separates rel1g1cm trom pollt1cs only restric- 1 . ' . 
te&.J 1n the light or the tractltional Westem notion . 
ot seoular18m vhloh cn-eates absolute separation between 

religion and pol1ttcs, our contention that Indiaa polltt 

.is 1d0ally seCUlar mar not appear thaorettcally sound. 

But1 it ve cons lcter the ln.41an form ot seculartsm wbtcb 

allows res trloted separation between religion and state 

ln the In~an context we may tinct j.USt1f1ab111ty 'to our 

contention. 

The dJStunctlonal structural an4 tnltltutlonal. 
·, 

aspeots llke u.n-un1tora marr1ap1 kinab1pt lnberltance 

rules anct practJ.cea, the s,vatem of caste, untouobabUltr, 

Devadasit eto. wblch are the part and parcel of the 818tem 

• The lndiall oonst1tutlon provideS provi81CI'UJ ot restric
ted separation between rel1gltm anct state. The Article 
25(2) ot the Indian con.st1tutlon authorise the states 
to .tntertare in the rel1gloos affairs • 

• 
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ot rellgion vgent17 naecS total .a.-e tormatt.on tor total 

temooratt.eatlon and secular1zatlon or tbe sooletr and 

pollty. In tbll context, the provulan ot restricted · 

separation 'between. rellglc and p*li.tlcs by wht.cb state 

aoqulrec! the rlgb.t to Interfere 1a. tbe rellgloua sphere

to Jatro&loe retorma end to evol~ ·a unt.tom civil code, 
' 

appears meaningfUl and purpos.t.ve. 'fberetore, RPtwUb• 

Ltaadlns 1£U, v.es.ttm aonaut or IIQ.U111'Sia xb&all .• a ID 

"ad ,m &Me.u ~· 194 spns1ft£as th! rtss1&;at aeurathl 
AI .1, n.mtaD 'U R smtf' we W gggxsmJ.mtl.E,IAY thl' lD~&I 

J§ &dg,alJ,f A ,s!tQJAg §Dttm. ThirAze ~bl !IG'Al.M i4tP62&1 

or )be flab lD .X!ldll 11M QRJJ8.14rl£alllt litfel. •c!Ukt&
.u.Jii. Except a t• scholars and right11Jt polltlclanl 

and communal parties most ot the maJor national p0l.lt1oal 

parties, liberal scholars and p»J.lt1cians have retera~ed, 

time end •gat.n, their :tirm fa1tb in seoW.arS.m as embod1e4 

1n tbe Const1ttttton1 Fourtbly1 despite hay1M MID. AOMPtat 

br 1illlaatlsmal. ROl.itlaol. P&r&1es .and polit1;1L ltpadftR 

tbt a2a11 o(!:ssP'SlarJim han .nma&neG unflAt&Jltda: The 
• • d1tterences between the Hin4UI and MuslimS rema:ln unbr idgec! , 

a uniform o1vll code is .rot to be enaote4, ~unStorm rell• 

gious laws (Hindu law,_.Muslim law eta.) eto. are stUl 

followed at\4 praotlcell. 

• The frequent eruption ot B1ndu-l;fusllm comill\Jftal r1ota 
1s the testimony ot the stralnec.t relationship between 
HindU and t4uslt.ms 1n post-Snttependen*¢In41a. 
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In our attempt to. tlnd out the causes respODS1b1e 

tor tbe taJ.l~re on the part of the Indian polit:Yt tho 

national polltt.oal parties, matnly the Congrese which 

bas been the ruling partr ever s1noe Independence, to 
' . 

realiSe tbe secUlar goals• we 1n the Fourth Chapter 

(Rel1glon1 !rad1t1on and Pol1t1oa 1n Indla ) tocussed upon 

some anti seoulal' aspects ot the IntUan tradition and 

process ot exchange between religion audpoltttos In India. 

fb.e anal,a18 of _these two tb~mes brought into light the 

tollor~g tacte. Fia.-Stl.Y1 there are certain antl-seoulal' 

elements ln the lndiml e ooial organ:l.latla like attitude 

towarttl b11t01"1t autborltattan character ot oaate, lack or 
os:gan1zat1oa 1n Rindut.sm, intolerant vieW ot Ulaata on 

Sbariab as well a1 tbe prevalence or communal organ1za-
.. . 
t1ons whl.cb ottset the det11D ot secUlari.lm 1n Ind1a anct 

dO not allGW the eeoular elements to ae., 1nto tbe Indlan 

social structure. The communal orgelsatlons act a1 

prassue groups whtcb eslst ma1Dl1 to ooa.so11date the 

Interests ot their reapeotlYe comr:mmitte~. Seaon&vt ,. 

the aeeular 14e01ogy ot tbe state which Is aoceptet1 by. 

most ot the p~lltS.oal parties, at the Pl'aet1oal level, 

1s funct10nal17 proving to be h1gb1J inStrumental and 
I. 

status quotst.. It Sa tunctlonallr InStrumental tor tt:· 

helps polltloal partieS to cmlist tbe support ot ~ 

variety ot rellg1oGS and caste groups. It .helps them to 
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broacJfm. their baSe and acquire leglt1maoy. On the otber 

band,, we t~d that it 18 tunctlonallJ' provJ.Ds to be sta

tus quoist. It Js not augumenting change tor vhlcb tt 

1s employed. to sq thiS 18 not to mean that the secular . . 

ldeologJ ot tbo state 18 status qUO iS t by ltselt. Xt 11 

a highly dynamic when activated and operatlonallse4. But 

s1nee it 1s not being operat1onaltse4 by the men who are 

oot holding 1t1 • it 1s serving tbe status quo1st purpose 

and perpetuatlng tbe colD!Dl.U1al social structure, a legao.v 

ot pre-mdependenae India. Tbl.rdl11 religion and caste 

are troqUently used by the national pollt1cal parties tor 

pollt1c:A.L en49. In tact interest articulation an4 aggre

gation take place tbrougb communal vote banD. The commu

nal organizations aot as aoJ'.IIrlunal vote bankS.. !he electo

ral all!.ance between the national political parties and 

the colD!Dl.U1al or ganSS at tons are tbe tes t1monJ ot thls tact. 

The corrmunal organiSation wb1cb enters 1nto suob alliances 

act as pressUl"e group vh1ch arttoulates its demands for 

tbelr tultlllment wben approached bt the national polltl

eal parties tor the polltleal support. !1118 violates the 

prino1ples ot seculariSm. fbe politlcal bargalnlng wb1ch 

tams place 1n the process ot tormat1on ot an al11anoe 

'between the oommunal party and the national pollttoal 

party presses beyond the legitimate social, econo•io and 

political neetll or tho community attd aeeka to dOminate 

tbe cultural springs and special tntoresta ot other 
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cormnunltles. fbls bas wide consef:lU8Qces. To consl4es.

e.ble o.xtent the pollt1ca1 bargaintng . streng~DS the 

economic and cultural roots ot tbe OOIIIDlUDity. DU.s 1ft 

1toelt ts not d.}'8 tunot1onal.. What is bad 1s the Sntro

du.ctlon ot eommunn.l ttU.om 1n pollt1cs. fhe community 

as a whole galns polS.tleal 1c!ent1ty whlch t'lrlallyleadB 

the oommun1ty to segregate itself trom tbe otber OODill11-

nlt1es. fh.ts V14ens the dltterenc~ between tbe ons 

community and tbe otber caustna tena1on 1n the eatt.re 

plural soo~al system. fbSa il one of tbe taoton res• 

pontilblo tor the perpetuatt.on of Hind\1-Mutll!m coiDDllU1alism 

1n post-1n4ependent India .. 

thus 1 tbe above mentioned tlndlflSS ot the atuey 

of Religion and Politics :1n Ind1a sutf'iclantlJ Sn41cate 

that our both hypothetical aODtenttons -((a) India 1S a 

qUaSi-secular SJ'stemr (b) ~ IndS.a, religion and caste 

ar,e QS ed tor poll tical enas; In turn, pollt1ca1 resour

ces are used to consolidate tho religious group's lnter

Qsts)-have empirical validity. 

How let us answer the quea tions we have raSSed. 

fhe overall analJS1s ot tho 1ntera.ot1on between rellslon 

and polltle& 1n In41a makG8 1t imperative to put torth 

a vtew that secularlsm Ia 1ncompat1ble with total and 

clOSed plural system like India. It 1a an assumption 
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tbat secul.artsm can ftnd its basJI only wbeD oollectlw 

af'torts on the basis or tree. enquiry are maae. '.filii l8 

in agreement with wbat .K.vl Poppor calla •p tsoe-meal 

planning than total social ensln&er~" as r&conmendad 

by the a4berents · ot total ideologies. 

When we make an attempt to vlew the oontemporar1 

Indian s1tuat1ons 1n the llsht ot the torgot.ng analts!S 

we tlnd that the present Indian s l tuatlon otters more 

obstacles than opportunlttea tor tbe development of secu

lar sp1r1t. The present socio-cultural situation, on tbe 

whole• does not foster the a·ecular attitude, on thf!! con

trarr, 1t tltvarta and obltruots 1ts tree tlower!a.g. fbe 

total Indian soctoty as 1t bas b.1Btor1call.V developed con

s11Jts of' opposing and mutually exclusive sJStema ot bellet . . 

and conduct. The presence ot two great b1stor1oal rell-

gtons ha111ng separate btstorles and represent1rls two en

ttrel7 dittorent attltut!es towar49 11te, mOrality and 

eoot.al obligation ot~r a areat challenge to the m.o«Gm 

splr1t or seouJ.arlSm. 

The existence ot such rel1gS.ons In tbelllSelvea 18 

not a htatorloal calamity but what makes ·the situation 

PJ"oblematlc, ln the modern context, !I tbo UJ e ot religion 

ln the pollt1cal ctomat.n.. 1'be absence o.f' aclen.tltio outlook 

and enquiry has ~ted 1n a s11Uat1on 1n wblcb religious 

Ideologies or tbe dominant section have oom formulated 
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Wltb the purpose ot claiming extra Juristietlon over 

pollty41 In sucb a ~1tuat1on the aeeular1sm cannot tlnd 

proper soU to grow.· 

l t 1s thus sate to sat tbat the parllamentarr 

system. or party system whlcb bas succeadect qnlte par

tiallY' in accom.pii;!Sbf.rlg. the secular goals has 1n 1taelt 

no llm1tatton. It SS the social situation 1n which the 

s,etem 1s operatln; and the men wbo are operat1ona1~ma 

the system are respons 1ble tor thiS partial success. the 

establ1shll19nt ot parliamentary tom of democracy and In

troduction of the party system vas the need ot the tS.•. 

In plural Indian context, perhaps, it was most des t.rable. 

It was functional also because it prov1i!e4 all the elttzena 

lrrespecttiV'e or caste, religion, sex etc. the eqUal right 

ot traadom ot relSglon and equality. these modern western 

concepts ot cittzensblp, equality and freedom which ve:re 

the gif'ts of' the •modem age' and ita social forces -

sc1entlt1o revolutton W(lre needed b1 tbe engoSng process 

ot moctem1zat1on. In the m149t ot the transition trom 

tradition to modernity, the right standard or rel~&1oua 

l 

• Please see the achievements made by the state !n lzl
troctuclng change 1n the Indian soot.al organlzatlon.
Except a tow leg1slat1ve ch.angea in tbe ousto• an4 
praot1ees or HlndtlUm 1n tbe early post•Jndependenoe 
per1oct there has hardly been any attempt on the part 
ot the states to secu1ar1ze tbe society an4 polity. 
AlSo see n..:,&. Sm1tb (India as a Secular State, 
CbaptGI' V)'ij 
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tbeolO&Yt the order ot the tnedleval age, was unfit to gu1c!e 

anct ~OV1cle dlroctlon to the lndlan SOCial 8 tstem. !be 

. parliamentary system and the party &JI tam ~ mstt.tutect. 

to activate aoo1al change. But instead o~ actlvatlng so

cial change the s,stem suceVM6Sd .to the oballens-s ot 

tradltion - communaliSm, casteism, etc. and perpetuated 

the torees ot tra41tionallzat1on. Th!a happened because 

the ~ (after NGbru era>, who uro han.dl'Sng the SNatem 

were trai\11t1onal mirlde& !hey 4td not want change fbr 

change would have JeopardiBed th&ir instrumental deal ... 
' . ~~ 

!bus, comm.~alJsm ttour!shod an~ secularlsm"relegated · .toe,~ 

background. 

fbe ·realization of tbe ideals ot democracy an4 se• 

eular!sm depend.supon the change 1n the value and belief 

systems or the society. '!'be value and bellet system can 

not ortgtnate f'rom religion or religions alono in tbe 

present Indf.a.n soctoty, nor can it come from the na.rrw 
""''-Sphere ot pol1t1cal act1v!ty1 because,.. absence ot sucb a 

set or 'f'alue-boltet system make common polltS.cs the repllea 

or the social system. TlUs 1s wbat we find in the poll• 

t1cs of India todar. Obstenslbly there exist communal an4 

non cotDnu.nal organizations. But Jn actual realitJ' the 

gap ~tween tye two t;ypes ot political part1Gs 1S not very 

W14e. In .some cases, the articulate viows of the so called 
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communal parties are· the marttoulate4 assumptions ot 

the non oonummal. parties. tbe pr-esence or the communa

lists in tbe non communal parts.ea sbon the presence ot 

pawer1Ul pressure croUps within tbe non cODmlUDal pa:rttes. 

tbet~ presenoe 1n tbe party and p art1' a run tor p011er 

ult1matG11 relegate tho protessed s~aul.ar 'ideology .to 

the background. 

fheretore, lt a new • value end belief• SJStem has 

to be evolved in the IncU.an eoclet1 tor the proper rea11-

aat1on of the 1&tals ot democracy and aecula.rlem, tbe change 

has to be broUght about at tbe att1 tu<U.nal level. !be 

ex,erlence ot tbe \#estern aociettes irldtcate tba.t tbe 

modern social political cbanse.swere the pro&lcta ot tbe 

sc!sntttlc revolution. It •• not the democratf.o revo

lution which cause th4 b1l"th ot sclentlfte rewlutlon but 

conversely the changes 1n the modes ot tbl.nklng whloh 

gradl&all.Y tostend the demoorat1o spil"it. Ia. the west 

tbe ac1ent1t1o revolution took its birth 1n tbe m149t or 

tbe eatholtc Ciomlnatton and ultimately weakeae4 tbe wry 

toun.da.tlon ot tbe Catholic Church. 1'be aeOQlar e puit 

vas tbe gift ot tbe aolent1fto revolut10Jt wb.ich pressed 

fbr tbe final separation ot politics trom the cbwcb, . 
SGoular:tsm m an aSpect or the tdall.ty ot tbe westem 

c.S.vUS.zatton., 
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... 
In Indb., the lnstttution ot seoul.a.riam. vb1ch had 

lts outgrowth in the West wb5:tre it grew out ot soolal tor

cas bas been 1mpose4 upon tbe society. It it bal to en• 
\ . 

d\U"e slmt..l.u soo1al toJ~cea alao have to be generated. In 

1h 11 .regard e4tlcat10Jl and economic de"lopJJGnt can plav 

a s1&n1t1cant rote. 

More than economic de"lopment1 the evolutloD of 

secuJ.u 8 c1ent1tic etkoat10D seems to be more important. 

It is evan more important than tte Gf0lut1on ot a un.ltorm 

c1v11 code which can transcend the 411SStirlg . personal law~ 

ot the 41tterent religions ana caste groups. tbe most 

ser1ons obstaol:s 1n the way ot tbe evolution of a unltorm 

c1vtl code itself 1s the abSence of a oonaolous public 

op1n1on. the different groupa have, 8 omebow·, ldentltie4 

themselves with separate pereonal lava and theretore the 

demand for a cJ.vU code must come trom these .groups them• . 

selves. A rtstro• edllcat1onal compalgn seems to be a 

pre-requisite fOr the evolution of a common code. The 

o.rta.odoz MUSlim~ are not un.Jt~~tlt1ed 1n tb.eir attet~~pt to 

prGserw their separate code because there are powertbl 

groups 1n the maJor1ty community wb1ch bo14 tb.et.r separate 

legal pattems sacred and inviolable. But separation ot 

religion trom politics cannot be partlalf 1t must be total. 

It wlll save religion 1taelt t~ the ehanslnl ttemandill 

ot pol1tlcs m~ liberate polltS.cs trom the dogma,.t.c tyranny 

"•••• ••••\ llothari, ot'oou.ree,holdo the oppoo1 te v1ev tha 
aocula.'risu in IDUa emerged to a ~Peat extent b:om w1 thin 
tho va41t1ono.l social utruature. Holt.'OVel' ltothar1 sef;lmS t· 
bo re£#inl.Dg to tho ~ of aecu.ltn•1om tl't aubatm:at.tve . 



c ot the deeadeat religiOus outlook. It may Ultlma.tely 

resUlt 1n the tlovering ot new posslbll1tlel 1n tbe sphere 

or tellglon because ~liglon would be tree to seek its 

own creative ahannels. 

~ 
!bus, so lons.rellgton an4 politics are Jotnt to-

gether and are not d1'f0rce4 trom eacb otber 1ecular18m 

will remain a mytb and cotntlUD.Sl!am will bold AV ay under 

the umbreDlla or seouJ.arlem in a plural society. - But aa 

soon as it· 1s 41vorce4 trom politics by tbe toroee ot 

emergent value•beliet a,ystera, seoular1sm vUl be a realttr 

and a •soclal tact• 1n tbe plural Indian system. 

---·-··--,· ... -( cont::"'/ 119) cas ttl groups ~o;,: seculu. $1Uca:tion. Here 
fff8 reference is to secularism in a broa4eJr context in• 
volv!n4~ aat1onal ideology or tim search tor a national 
14~1 t7 .t.n. the post • independent India.. 
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