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PREFACE

This work deals with "The Underdevelopment and
Tribal Movementcin Santhal Pargenas and Chotanagpﬁr“. Nowe
a~days & number of questionzon the\unrest of the tribals are
being asked, To find out the answer to the Questions, it
is neeeseary to go into the economic and political higtory -
of the rebelliorns tribes. The mein cause of thelr unrest
is due to the comparative economic underdevelopment and their
exploitation in the hands of moneylenders, landlords and
industriealists., To understand their under<development and
unrest properly, 1 have tried to interpret thelr changing.
econormic system, political activities end hiardships which
they face in different socisl matricesy .-u:-c “fowiie
Their unrest starts with the introduction of new British
economie poliey which transformed their communal economic
system into the privete individual owéérship of the proper-
ty+ This individual ownership of property has still been
continuing . This private ownership of the ﬁropersy greate
ed the classes of exploiters and exploited. The exploie
tation is sc severes that it generated an lneviteble need to

struggle for sheer survival.

My interest to find out the reasons of this struggling
tribes is old enough -« 1 have been observing the unrest
among these militant people since my childhood in the remote



argas of Senthal Pargenss and Ghotamgpur. Another most
portinent reason to choose this topic is that no exclusive .
account of the theoritical study on the recent tribol moves

ment is available.

These recent writings are in the forms of pampHats ond
articles. The lest but not the least reason to study the
tribal movement is that the enthropologists while dealing
'wi.t‘.h the trides of Santhal Pargenas and Chotanagpur, ignored
the economic background and struggling potentiglity of the
deprived tribes. |

But this dissertation has certein limitations t;mprew
aentﬁvé{w facts, I have used secondary materials compiled? sfkem.,
which are nonegocidlogical in natwe. Particularly the _'
 eourse of the movement 18 not handled properly by the local
newspapers and pamphl;eéa. Thie shortcoming could be over=
come only by fieldwork.

This dissertation came into complete shape primerily
dus to my supervisor. Prof.Yogendra Singh, Chsirmen, Centre
for the Study of Socisl System and Dean of Student Welfare,
Jewaharial Nehru University. 1 em greatly thankful o him
for constant guidance., 1 em J’f»@%wL to my class teachers
Prof.J .R.Ousfield, University of California, San Diego,

U.Sehe snd Prof.T.K.Oommen who delivered e series of lectures



on the various aspects of the movements., 'lI thank td
Dr.Dipanker Gupta, Centre for Community Health and Medicine,
JNU, vho mode valuasble comments and supgestions on thés
writings. I en .gulf.l to Shri Chendre Shekhar Kumar Singh,
Research Associnte of Notionsl Labour Institute for helping
me with meterial on tribes. I am deeply endsbted to Fr.P,
Ponnett, Fr.Van Exam,X'avier Institute of Social Welfare,

Ranchi who explained to me the Munda end Oraon Economie System.

In fact they provided me the'"Encynlopaedia Mundarica”
aﬁd several valuéble old records. I owe my thanks to Shri
Doman Sehu Shamir, the editor of 'Horsombad'!, a santhaly weeke
ly, who suggosted me some valueble references on the econos
mic life of Santhalé. I owe & special debt of gratitude to
the ateff of "5.C,Roy Anthropologicel Society", Ranchi, I also
wigh t 0 express my thanks to the . . employees of tha re-
cord rooms of the districts of Santhal Pargena, Dhenbad and

Bhagslpur..

1 have largely benefitted from the suggestions and cormme
emts mode hy my colleagues, Fr.Chrigtopher Lskre, Shri Gulsb
Jha, Bhri Alok Srivesteva, Shtl Satyendrs Kishore,Shri Rashid
Ahmed Anserdi and Shri Ghandrﬁ Bhdahan Singh. 1 owe my thanks
to them. I am very thankful to my friend Shri Sebastian who |

mede my dissertation presentabla.

HIMANSHU SHEKHAR CHOUDHARY
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SCHEDULED TRIBES OF BIHAR (1971)

Naue of S/T
ASUR
BAIGA
BANJARA
BATHUDI
BEDIA
BHUMIJ
BINJHA
BIRJIA
BIRJIA
CHERO
CHIK BARAIK
GORD
GORALT
HO
KIRMALY
KHARIA
KHOND
KISAN
KORA
RORWA
LOHRA

Pngulatigﬂ
7,025
1,807

130

880
L8,021
1,425,918
9,119
3,46
3,628
38,741
33,476
48,869
3,239
5,05,172
26,908
1,27,002
596
16,903

20,804
18,717

1,156,828



MAHALIL

(vii)

22, Thy542
23. MAL PAHARIA 148,636
24, MUNDA 7+23,166
25, ORAON - 8,776,218
26. PARAHIA 14,651
27. SANTHAL 12,01,304
28, SAURIA PAHARIA 59,047
29; SAURIK?. 3,548
30; SAURIA PAHARIA 36,285
31, UNCLASSIFIED

TOTAL 49,32,767

Source

Census Data
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ANREXURE - I1

DISTRICT-WISE TRIBAL POPULATION OF BIHAR(4971)

Néma af ﬁiatrict

Total

8/1
Population Populat&an

of

- fag
i}T Fopulate

Patne

Nelenda

Gaya
Aurangabad
Naweda

Bho Jpur
Rohtas .

Saran

8iwen

East Chanmpsaran
West Champaran
Muzaffarpur
Vaighali
Sitemarhi
Darbhangs
Samastipur
Hadhubani
Monghyr
Bhagelpur

2,250,883
2,306,062
1,924,289
1,292,666
1,240,518
1,995,146

1,943,888

2,035,488

2,243,765

1,956,084
1,587,019
1,909,059

1,348,990
1,582,632 .

1,517,151
1,824,714
1,892,039
2,755,180

2,091,103

2,151
125
WY
329
764

5,906

32,820
436
997

68

22,792
433
252

81

43

170
122
54,881
75,056

0.1 273
0,04
0,02

0.06
0.30
1,69
0.02
0.04
Neg.
1ol
0,02
0.01
Neg
Neg
0.01
0.01
2.00
3459
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Senthal Parganss 3,186,908

Bagusaiai
Skharsa
Purnea
Pelansu
ngaribegh
Giridih

. Renchi
Dhanbad
Singhbhum
BIHAR STATE

1,147,429
2,350,268
3,941,863
15,504,350
1,645,838
1,374,376
2,611,445
1,466,417
2,437,799
56,353,369

1,154,281
35

5,159

155,813
287,150
142,819

- 188,979
1,516,698
155,645
1,124,317
49,32,767

36,22
Heg
0.39
3.95
19.09
8.68
13,75
58,08
10,61
L6.12
8475

Source ¢ Census Data
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ANNEXURE o III
INHABITATION PLACES OF THE TRIBES

Tribes Main inhabilate Cther places
- Aon place , N

1. Senthal Santhal Pargenss = Hagaribagh, Singhbhum,
Dhanbad, Purnea, Bhagal-
pur, Ssharsa, Monghyr

2. Oracn ‘Ranchi ‘ *  Shahabad, Champaran,
Darbhanga, Bhagalpur,
Ssharsa, Purnes, '
Hazeribagh, Dhenbad,
8inghbhum

3. Munda ‘Renchi ' Singhbhum, Hazaribegh,
, Palamau, Dhanbed,
Purnea, Shehabad,

Le HO . Singhbhum e
5. Bhumi j Singhbhum Hagzaribegh, Ranchi
A and Dhonbad

6. Kharia _ Ranchi , Singhbhun, Hezaribagh
7+ Kharwar Palemau Shehabad, Ranchi, .
: | Hasaribagh
8. Saurta Pahariyas Senthal : yoo

Parganas .
9. Mahall Renchi Senthol Pargenss,

Singhbhum, Hazarie
bagh, Dhanbad, Purnesa.

10, Lohre Ranchi S Singhbhum, Palemau,
Hazaribagh
"11,.Mel Pshariss . Senthal Parganas  Bhagelpur, Singhbhum
12. Bedie Hazaribagh Ranchi, Singhbhum

13. Chikbaraik Ranchi ————



1h,
15,
16.
17«
18,
19.

20,

21,
R2,
23,

2.
25,

26,
27.
28,
29.

Gond

Chero

Kora

Korwa

Karmali
Parshiyae

Gorait

Binjhia
Asur
Birhor

Birjia

Savar

Bathudi
Baiga
Baiga

Kisan

{x1)

Ranchi

Palamau

kL

Palemeu, Singhbhum
Shahabad, Champarsn,

~ Monghyr, Ranchi,

Banthal Parganas

Monghyr, Dhanbad,
Santhal Pargenas

Palaemau

Santhal Pargenas,
Chotanagpur

Pelemau, Ranchi.
Hazaridbagh \

Patna, Gaya, Shahabad
Monghyr, Bhagalpur,
Purnea, Hazoribagh,
Ranchi, Santhal Parga
nas, Palamau, Dhanbad
Ranchi

Ranchi, Pelameu

Hagzaribagh, Ranchi,
Palamau, Singhbhum

Palanau

Singhbhum, Ranchi,
Hazaribagh

S8inghbhum
Santhal Parganas
Renchi, Hazaribagh

Ranchi, Palamau,

_ Singhbhum

Source:

Narmadeshwar Prasad, Land and People of
Tribsl Biher, (Biher Tribal Reseorch

 Institute, Government of Bihar, Ranchi,
1963 y PP i+ 3590



This chapter attempts o provide a brief viewafaf the
several theories of sociel movement., The basle objective of
this chepter is to make owr pogition ¢leer smmig the theoriests
of social movement to understand tribalvmovemsnb in thiaa
naépur and 3enthal Pargenas. Here, the theoriticsl understand-
ing of soclieal movement haa?variety of adventages in anslysing
social change emong the tribes. Another methodological edvane
tege in the study of social movement is the study of order
as well, Anslysis of the theory of sccial movements gives
an insight to inquira sbout the possible eauee,gfggxsa and
consequence of the tribal movement at the same/its manie-
festation through several avenues. A theoritical study of sot-
ial movement among the tribes cen help the administretor,
planners end loeal people to know the existing situstion snd
thelr strain mong. the tribes. Alcogemex;%%udy of soclsl
novements is the study of social structure end thus it occu-
pies the central place for debate emong the ecédemiq‘aoeiac
logists and activists. From Comte to the Great revolutiona-
ries Mao and Lenin interpreted moverent snd revolutions in

a variety of manne s, Thus theory of social movement ranges




from order ani progress to the blood thirsty parennisl

' ¢lase struggle., The inherent nature of conflict, consene
sug and change in soclety attracted a 1érge number of achoe
lars pafticularly philosophers historiens and politicel
sclentists, ' |

Detailed studies on socisal movea;ent ‘and revolution are
furthe r enriched by the activists and scholars of the pericd
of French revolution. Eut the systematic study of socisl
movement with sociologlcal perspective was & phenomenon;of
19&% The theoritical sophistication of the movement again
sccentuated after Russian Revolution, Chinese Hevelution, Nazi
and Facist movement snd de-colonization of seversl countries
and local uprising emong the messes, lln the recent develop-
ment of soclology, theory of socisl movement haé become a
matter of scientific investigation at its different levels
and aspects, namely $

(1) Societal change preceding the astablishment of
~ the social movement o _
{11) Goals end ideologies of the socisl movement,
(444) Its means ond methods

(iv) The mass base of the movement

N

{v) Conditiono facilitasting orgenizations e.g. & hige.
tory of c¢communal coeoperative effai‘b,
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(vi) Its ellies and antagonists
{(vii) The outcome of the movement or the conditions

ﬁot success and failura.’

(1) PROBLEMS IN THE STUDY OF SOCIAL MOVEMENT

(1) Problem of definition snd classification
{44) Problem relsting to the emergence of movement
(114) Problem concerning the formulation of ideologies
- end establishing ldentities,
{iv)' Problem of collective mobilization, organisation end
leadership, internsl dynamics and routinization,
{v) Problem concerning the nature of the consequences

for the chan_ge in the wider sodiety end culture.?

But there are some problems in the theoritical study of
social movement which should be highlighted emphatically.
ﬁ?erhaps the greatest problem facing the study of movement
is that movement is a process, not a simple event, yet most
theorists do not stuly social movement as s ptocess. They
pick a particular point in the procesas of analysis."” Recente
1y Eckstein criticiged the study of movement because of

1. H. Landeberger, Rural Protest, Péaaant,Moveménta and
Social Chenge, (London, 1974), pp.2i=27.

2, H.8,A. Reo (ed), Social Movements in India, {New Delhi, -
197§}p rPei=8, ! ' ' !

AN
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the excessive concentration on the precipitent causes rather
then upon more fundamental presconditions. Host of the
theorists tend to focus on preconditions, while failing to
consider the course the movement tekes or its ultimate
outcoma.g |

A furth@t*ykcblam‘in the study of social movement arises
when we look i~ into the context of soeisl revolution. The
great revolutions in China, Russia and France are trested
only as ravolumiogg Thus revolutions sre considered as
the result of convergence over a long period of time, of a
number of different process comprising and extended and
complete chain of ceuse snd effect. The turmoil which took
place in colonial end pre-colonial era, however, gave rise
to a wider varisty of events that seemed "revolutionary"
while falling short of being truely "greast révolutions eor
movements”, Thus these events should be carefully understood,
which can help to understend the mcre'coﬁplex revolutions,
Otherwise the study of movement will be 1opwsided.5 Thus
all movensnt 8 and revolution should be 1nvestigated at micro

level end macro leval, whether it has natianal character

3. H.Eckacein "On the Etiology of Internsl Wars", His~
tory and Theory, (2/1965), ppe136=45,

L. Ibid,

~
. .



oy regional linguistic charactar.s

The next difficulty which comes in the way of the study
of social m@vmxﬁt is the ambugu‘ityv of the terms involved, |
Thus for full length sociological trestment soclal move~
ment should be distinguished from mob, ovowd, riots, historic
trends, voluntery association, poiitie‘al partics ete.

Sociologists have already treced difference between
movmnt and Political Parties, Wilson is under the opinion
the "political parties" gulde themselves through "institute
ionsl means" while "movement" attempts to bring or resist
large scale ¢hange in the sociel order by "nona-mstitutional
neans” .161 James Jupp is 4in the view that politiesl movee
ment is againet the political establishment, both are 4in
sni:agmist.ic rela tsionship.(’ For gusfield, meny movenents
and many aspe m;é of movement do not display the degree of
orgenization, defininess and permenent establiskment enjoy-
ed b‘y'palitieal partie 5.8 But 80 many characteristics are

5. T.K.Q0men, 'Semslegical issues in the Analysis of Scee

" 4pl Moverent in Independent Indie¥, Socio;ggg:ea; Bulle-

: tfm, VC)lngé’ No.1, March 1977' pp.ﬂ&"

6. dJ,Milson, Introduction to Socisl Mcvementa,{ﬁaw York.
1973}y 5. _

7. dJdemes Jupp in (ed), Paul Wilkinson Socisl Movement,
(London,1971), -p.108

8. J. +R,Qusfield, (ed), Pmtest, Reform and Revolt (New
York, 1970)," rp.6-



common between the politicel parties and movement, Hence

it is véry difficult to diaﬁinguieh socisl movement from
pelitical party on a,single'criteriong Hera the main pro.
blem which sociolopy feces ie to demspostse the baundagy

line between several human orgenizations, The problem of
exclusiveness mnd exhaustiveness still remesined unsolved.
Ingpite of that, most aatisfactory cricéria ghould be trsced
out to demarcete the boundary line. 'Here, Wilson has made
a'aatisfaab@ry distinction between political parties and
sociel moverents. To him social movement is & process while
political party is & structure., Movement is @ process which
attompts to bring the transformation in the system or the
transformeti on of the system while political party wants to
achisve the monocpoly over administration and coersion mecha=

nism;g

Moverment end Trends

, Heberls hes emphasised that social movement is a specie
fic kind of concerted section group, they last longer end afa‘
more integrated than mobs, mosses and crowd, The sense of
soliderity among the members of s group is essential for a
soclsl movémanﬁ, Gusfield had defined movement in contrary

9, Wildon, op.cit, pPp.55«57.



to trend in following manner 'movement! « Possest. both
structure, some organization of psople and sentinents, bee
lief sbout what cught to be done snd what will come to pass.
Trend hes the same characteristics but trend is uncoordie
nated action of many individuals;w1 For Broom end Selsnick
erowd, riots, public opinion are gollective behaviour but
unstructured social situation as mll.H A crowd does not
have common constitutive value, it is momentous organizate
ion with no integrative aspect, end psychologically crowds
is contiguous, The ldentity of individuel immediately imere
gos in the identity mf‘gathering. While the main ain of mové-
ment in to bring out some changes in system or of the system.

It is instrumentsl and alweys oriented toward some goal.‘z

Revolution and Rebelliont

A revolution writes Samuel P Hungington,is a rapid,
fundamental snd violent domestie éhanges in the dominent
valuees and myths of a society, in its political institution
soclal structure, leadership snd governmentel activities
and polieies.?g Lenin provides a different but complemen~

tery perspective fHevolution! he says "sre the festivels

10, GUﬁfiead, O?Qcitu

11. Broom snd Selsniek, Frinciples of Sociolegy,(New York
1570}y ppe 221254, ' I

12, H.Landsberger (ed),op.cit, rp.21. ’

13, S.P.Huntington, Political Ouder in Changing Societies,
(Yals : 1968), P o26k,



-8 -

of the apﬁressed end exploiﬁed.‘ 4t no other time are.the
mesees of the population in 2 position to come forward

so sctively as creators of & new social ordar.‘h Thus re=~
volutions are accompenied end in pert effected through class
uphsavals from below, Ilt'is the combination of‘tmpfﬁﬁﬁﬁ
going structursl transformetion and maesive clasa upheavals
that sets sociad revolutions apart from coups, rebellion
and e&an polit {cal revolution and national independenee movee
ment. Revolutions are not just extreme form of individual
or collective behaviour, They are distinctive conjucture of
socio~higtoricsl structures and pracess.‘5 "Revolution"
conaisas of & tronsformstion of the existing conditiona ar“
status of the state or goclety, hence itse political - T*soeo
ial act. Although the inevitable con.equences of rebellion
is & transformetion of existing cvonditions, it is not this
transformation that 48 its sterting-point, but peoples dis-
satisfaction with themselves, 1t is an uprising of indie
viduals rising without regard for the arrengements that de=
velop out of it, revolution aims at new arrangement, rebee
1llion leads to & position where we no longer sllow athers to

srrange things."” 16

7% Staﬂhﬁn T.Pcssony (ed), The Lenin Reader, (Chicago,
'19 6) 1 PGBLI'QO

15. Skocopol Theds, Comparative studies &n Socliaety end Hige
tory, Vol.18, 1976. Pel?bs

16, K.Marx, German Ideology , (Mosocow,1976),..7p.399.



(2) TIYPES OF SOCIAL MOVEMENT 3

Lecording to their interests end theorétical pupse
pective, uriters on the theory of Social Movement have given
‘a variety of typologies, Most cfvthé writers have taken follow
ing eriteria to make the typologles. (1) étructure,
(1i) lesdership, {411) goel, (4iv) means, (v) 4ideology,
{vi) followers, (vii) scope of the movement, {viii} inter-
nal erticulation of the movement eta. | |

According to Turner md Killian there sre threse types
of social movements ; (i) value oriented movement, {ii) power
oriented movement, (iii) participation oriented mevemant.17

: 0 Turner

Wilson hes given some more typologles im sddftich
and Killian., These are (1) the transformetive, (ii; the

18 C.Johnson gives follow=

alienative, {iii) the redumptive.
ing typologies: (i) jacquerie, (ii) millinearism rebellion,

- (111) emarchist rebellion, (iv) communist revolution,

(v} coup dletat, (vi) militerized mass {nsurrection.!? Accords
ing to the scope and chaige, movements could be classified

a8 refomatory and revolutionary. ﬁmalser's‘bypolagy'con~

sists of two types, (i) value oriented and (i) norms orien~
ted movement,ae Anthény Wallace has defined revitaligation

17. Turner ond L.E«i.Kis.lian, Collective Behaviour, (liew
Jersey, 1957}, .p.308.

18. Wilson,op.cit, up.32.

19. .Ja!mson, Revolution and the Social System,{Stenford,

0 19 l&)p pp¢28. :

20, N,J.Smelser, Theory of Collective Behaviour,(L .
Ngesmelsery ry e ehaviour,(Londoen,
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moverment end showed a sub-class also. JLhese sub-classes are
(1) nativistie movement (4i) revivalistic movement, (111) Cargo
‘gult, (iv) vitalistic movement, (v) millinearian movement,

(vi) massiangc movemen t, 21 | These sbove mentioned classi-
fications makes the nature of movements clesr for further

theorftical knowledge to understand the social structure.

(3) DEFINITION OF THE SOCIAL MOVEMENT :

Definitions of social movement is also described accord-
ing to different theoritical perspectives. But sociologie
sts have consensus among themselves on the following points.
(1) organigzation, (ii) movement as a process, (1ii) leader~
ship, (iv) meens the ﬁOVEment adopts, (v} ideology, (vi) as
an instrument of socisl chenge, Hurbert Blumer defines soce
ial movement as a collective enterprise to establish a new
order of iife.”zz For Turner and Killian movement is &
gollectivity which acts with some continuityﬁ to promote or
resist a chenge in the society or & group of which it is
part.23 .ﬁére according to Turner and Killian movement does
not necessarily bring the chenge in sogiety but it can re-
sist slso. Wilkinson in his definition of social movemsnt

21. Anthony Wallace, Revitalizetion Movements, Americen An-
- thropologists, vol.58, 1956, pp.267.
22, H.Blumer, New Cutlines of the principles of sociology,
(New York, 1951), pp.1. S

23. Turner snd L.M.Killian, op.cit., pp.308.
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included almost all aspects of the movement, According

to him *saaial movement is & deliberate, collective ende~
avour to promote cheange, heving at least a minimel degree

of organization end founded upon the normative commitment

and active participations of followers and memhers.ﬁf&
Gusfield also chaores the view of Wilkinson snd writes "Social
movements are shared activities end belief directed towards
,the demsnd for chenge in some espects of the social o?der.ag
Here general consensus among the theeorisgts reveals that
gommon normative snd ideological belief is necessary for

any social movement, In Hebarle*s»terminology it is éalled
constitutive value, John Yilson hes given specisl importe
ance to the means vhich is adopted for movement, Socisl
movement according to him is a consgcious, collective and
orgenized attempt to bring sbout or resist large scale change

26 As

in the social order by noneinstitutionsliszed means,
far as organigationsal aapéet is concerned, there has to be
~an-organization behind the movement. Study of organizetion
is concerned with 8sll aspects of social movement including
enternal dynemics. "Orgsnigationsl mspect of the movement

is composed of the various personal, structural and ideolos

2he . Panl-Wilkinson, Social.Movement's,(Lohdon,1971), p.104.
25: de R:&Rﬁfiﬁld; Op.citu, pp.z.

26, P.N.Mukherjee, 'Socisl Movement and social change : To=
vardy a couceptual classification and theoritical frame~
wor%é,bégciological Bulletin, Vol,26,No.1, March 1977,
PP 36=0U, ‘
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gical ties"., Those vho are involved in the movement belong
to periphery to capture the power and privileges of the
core. The psople who are engaged in the social movement
could be placed in the category of core and periphery as
well, Maasses are periphery while leaders are supposed to
be in core of the argariization. The organizatiorial age

: péct of social movement may be formal and informel in nate
ure and they use the systemyof reward end punishment to
meintain themselves, Any scclal moverment tend to develop
‘an event structwre over a period of time. A past event
influences the choice of strategy in the event that follows
in the context of interaction with opposition group. The
rate of the organization growth of movement will be higher
if it ia hicher in 1arger'intarast. The scuteness and
necessity of conflict also determines the size of orgenie
gation., Thus socisl movement Lg (I) a product of sociel
structure mnd hence emerges out of certein conditions in
the socisl structure (IX) social movements have the cone
sequences for socisl structure of which they esre the proe-
dwt (III) sacial movement has its own sociel structure
according to goal it wants to achieve, (IV) social move-
ment is @ mechanism of socisal chenge (V) social movement
always occurs against aome section of the soceity. Hence

there becomes the clash of interest in two or more groups.



As we have written that earller woﬂa o the study of
have been

Social Movemsmt/. _-done by political philosopher and histo-
rians., The earliest epplication of the term movement was

politicel, it referred to the sudden or violent overthrow
of rulers or of a government. Since radical change in
political power was often associated with the actual use of
violanés', because 8 critical symptom in diegonising and
differentiating betveer constitutional and extra-constitute
was not cleary _ . A
ionel cheng¢s The study which historians done is called
sequental atudy of socisl movemsnt,

(4.1)THE SEQUENTIAIFHISTORICAL APPROACH TO THE STUDY:

This study include the hismriaal secounts, events
end details of the movemnt; inatead of going into their
¢ause; structure and cgonsequences saciologiéally. The major
theme of this theory is individual history, hietary of dicte
ator, suscession of various rulers and history of polities,
Thus sequential study of socizl movement can bexvaluable
meterisl to & movement theorist to understend the course,
ideclogy and sllisnce of the movement historicelly. V¥ith |
the French Revolution the term movement ascquired now dimens

sion that is economic, From this point thereffore the term
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.memnt inplied not only @& change irx;gaep echslan\':fmf :

thé political system, Bun change in the society aa a whole,
snd the influente of twentieth century pSyaneanalytieai
theory the term scquired third dimensions, psychoenalytical
t.hem*y approach. This way the term movement hé,s come tobe
assoclatedwith the chmge in political sociel and sconomic
- end psychologioal dimensions of humen organizetion.

Psychologicel theory c¢laims that the cause of moves
'»menta liee in = . getisfying inner drives on the part of
leaders and follewers end their perscnal liberation. The
bagie premise of this theory is generalizastion of frustra-
tioneangereoggression from individual level to the 80ce
letal level., The mentsl state in which masses turned into
viclentcs and leader because of his specific types ef'pero
sonal ity and payehé»anslytieal reason took part in the move
ment, This provides & theory of motivation which e¢oculd account
for individusl pree-disposition toward participstion in soes
ial movement. One psychologist emphasised the personslity
type as factor of the study social moverent. Another trend
which 1s found in this theory that "those who join social
movenent o so primarily because it gives them a fesling
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togetherness against the emptiness of individualistic edis~
tenne,z? Laswell is -of - the opinion that -people are
oriented politically snd take part in the movement beceuse
it is direetly ralaaed to the childhood repression and adole~
acent paranoia.zg E.Davis writes thet the widespread feéi*
ing of fesr and frustration due to the‘grbwing'pawer of
commnism 2 large nﬁmber of people attracted towerd Mecare
thyaism‘zg An another brend of social-psychologists who
traced out the socio=psychological course ofvébeial moves
ment will be §iseussed in structural«function theory begause
they do not gﬁve emphasis only on the mental state but on

the socisl and efonomie factors as well.

But this thecry has several limitetions. These the-
orists heW reduced the explanation into pure psychologiesl
category and ignored other objective fagtors such as eco-
nomy ond sogiety. As a critique of this theory, Jonson
says that this approach can explicate who are the revolute
ionaries raother than what are the causes of revolution in
the sceial yatem.Bo Anothe r problem vhich this theory OXBw
ggeratesjéﬁat}gg;rotia persons canstitute the bulk of popue

lation of the movement, but the case of neurotic persons are

27. 'Haffef.ﬁ; The True Behaviour (New York), 1951,

28, ggléa?well, Prychopathology and politice, (Chicaga,
X «~ :..c_

29, E Davis, But we were Born Frae (New York, 1960) p.35.
30. G.Johnson, Op-@i‘ta, p.EB'
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not average, entire soeiety canmt be neuret‘.ic. One

advant age which Heberle traced out from thi.s theory is that
"how the psychoepathologicsl individuals more frequently
found in social movememt tﬁan among the non-psrticipating

populat.ion.:”

- Study of soeianl mevement.‘faoeiolbgy is mainly domie
nated by two major theoritical approaches structural-fun=-
ctionel md Marxist theory. They have their different bodims
of knowledge, organized by diatincmva gongepts and theors
ies that have been consciously eultivated snd extended over-a
. Lperiod of time, | |

The founding fathers of this approach are Max Weber
and Durkhei®, Momweber talked of burssucrscy and authore
ity vhile Durkheim was engeged in formalating the theory
of soliderity and collective ropresentation. Their lane
guages were rich in describing socisl order not the revo-
lutionary change. Following this fradition,the most famous

- 31. Heberle, Social Movement,(New York, 1951), p 54
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Sociologist T.Parsons ecame significent to interpret the
lengusge of order in new sy le. The basic scheme of funct=
jonal theorist like Parsanaézo interpret socisl system in

a stote of equilibrium., For him the meintenence of social
gtructure ia’to be interpreted not the change. Parsons
achievement was to accommodate revolution to the reguirenment
of order. ?arseﬁa sow soclal system as 8 system of action
and 1éyg§de up of interaction of individuasls end gulded

by standard of value orientation.Bz FParsongs braight revo~
lution literally within the "gystem™ by treating it gy a
species of social change, His concept of change, in turn,
was derived from the soclsl system. According to Parsons,
Society is in a state of equilibrium” and it is within

the confine of this éearch,tha'revclution acquires the
meening, not from whet the revolutionary may heppen to think
either about the gyastem or their own intentiona,33 Then
question.arisea how the functionalists interpret social
change ® Change comes through dfsfunctions, however, tend
to raéolve.théﬁﬁelves, ar to be institutionaligzed, in the
long run” through built in mechbnism of adjustment and
enntrol."3“ For Parsons tassociation' is regarded properly,

32, T,Persons, The social system,{Illincis, 1@6&), Pp.52-63,
33. Pilerre, '"Dislectics and Functionalism' in H.J.Demerith
?ggbﬁgﬁﬁnggraon,(ed) System, Gharge end Conflictygy York,
» PP.207, B
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as pért of éonvéntional organizati&n of social life while
éollectivités aré contrasted to the institutionalized be«
haviour., Collective behavieﬁr is devient one gnd’is un-
structured situstion of society. Thus any kind of ¢elliect-
ive outburst could be examined in its relation to conven~

t4 onal behaviour, Parsona says that socisl ﬁovement.whieh
becomes larger and pawerful and perforce endurence, are des~
cribed as having tsken on the charscteristics of en assoéiat-
fon rather than collectivity., When this collectivity be-
comes association ¢ _, it becomes the conventional mode of
life and the part of socisl structure, Thus change in the
social system is seen, és a departure from normélcy and pro-
cess of chagge usually manifested'in movement continues till

consensus is reached agsin at different level,

By following T Parson’s "Functional Needs" in "Under-

- standing of Social Systems", C Jonson points out, four kinds

of dysfunctions. For Johngon dysfunctions are inappropriate
. , dis;enSion
socielization and inappropriate ensemble of rules- cﬂ;:ié“?

{ ow) goals, Johnson suggests typology of sources of chenge,

with examples, thgre ere (i) exogenous ¢ondition causing
value charge, e.g. "international demonstration offects”,
(i1) endogenous-value changing conditions, e.g. the rise
of new religious movements (1i4) exogenous sources of ene

vironmental change, 6.8+, foreign trade, technology and
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cénquest (iv) endogenous sources of environmental change,
e.g. technological innovations.35
Bor Johnson the first necessary cause of revolutionary
conflict is a disequilujéﬁiwﬁféﬁbial system, one in which
either systems of values and symbolic interpretations of soc-
ial action or the societies pattern of adaptation té the
envirénment; change sufficiently‘that societies functional ré-
quire"§¢an no longer be fulfiled. Elites failed with this
situation may'qr“may not attempt to redfeés the disequili-
brium, If they prove intransigent.or unable to do 20 they
 loss iegitimacy;;the second necessary cause or revolution.
They may still déntinue in power for sometime by rélying on
coercion, The final, sufficient cause of revélution Johnson
calls it an accelerator is the elites loss of control over
the instrument of coercion. The military may be defeatéd
in war, or become increasingly ambitious or disaffegted ffom
the rule’} or be challenged to revolutionary combat, - -
however, it happend- the acceleratdr prinipitates revolute-
ionary.conflict. Thus, here the theory's dynamic element
concerns the consequences of dysfuﬁction for a revolutionary

conflict.,

Smelser's "Theory of collective behaviour" is a gene-
ral conceptual analysis of social change. It is principally

concerned with showing how various kinds of structural strain

35. Chalmers Johnson, Revolutionary change, pp.64-70.



préduée "eollective behaviour” which is defined as “mobilizat»
ion on the basis of bellef which redefines sociel aation”,36
More concrately, "céllective:behaviour“ includes panic,
_eréze§, hostile outbursts (including riots), end norm end
valwes oriented movement comprises most viclént confiicts
thﬁough note thst Smelser is concerned with accounting for
their non+ or antisystem eamponeﬁt, not wﬁth explaining cone
flict more generally. OSmelser 1dentifi§s gix sets of social
determdhants whose various degrees, typed and congurrence

produce different kinds of collective behaviours!?

1. Structural conduciveness - Structursl characteristics

that encoursge, c¢ollective beheviour. which are effective

only in combinstion with ‘ :

2. Etructgralvsﬁrain - Ambiguities, deprivations, cone
flicets and diserepancies; such as resl or antieipated)eéca
nomie deprivation. |

3. Growth end spread of generalized belief ~ Which pro-

vides potential actors with an interpretation of the situate
ion and spscific eppropriate responses.

by Precipitating Fector - a specific event that trie
gegers groﬁp action,

5. Mobiligation of Participants for sction - Usually by

a leader, and

36, N.Ji.Spelser,1962, Theory of collective behaviour, p.8.
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6. Ogeratién of social control - those counter~determi-
nents which prevent, ;nterupt, deflect, or inhibit the accu~
mulation of the (ébove) determinants including those which
minimize eonducivenesé and strain and those mobilized after
a collective episode begins.37 Structural strain is most
important. As is evident in this hyponhesis "some of strain
must be present_if an episode of collective behaviour is to
ogceur. The more severe the strain, moreover, the more
likely is such an episode to appear.”38 Smelser offers sets
of categories for typologizing strain. One set of these
- categories is his components of social sction, Here social
action refers to people's norms, orgenigzation énd situational
facilities.39 But Smelser does not provide any dynamic ena-
lyeis of change., His discussion of determinants of value
oriented movements, for example, merely lists kinds of
straiq%iiké;, inadequacy of knowledge of techniques to
grapple with new situations, severe physicsal deprivation,,

ard 'the nomative disorganization that war occassions.

Most of the writers of this brand on structural strsin
lay emphasis on (i) the structural wesknesses, (i{i) power in
the hand of wesk and ineffective group or individusl, (iii) the

maladjustment in the social order which attracts the margi-

379» Ibid. ¥ ppc15“18n

380 Ibid.j UPG“&D N
39. 1Ibid, p.48. D

40, Ibid, »pp-338*lb0, Y, 72L{L&7'75 TH (020
e
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Theda Skockpol arrives m\?/ the éonclusien that the mein
causes of revolution ,in' France, Russia and China were (1) the
collapse of incapaCitation of cemtral and administrative
mécicxmiam.,(ii) widespread peasant rebellion and (ﬁi) mare
ginal slite political moVex_:snjt;M Crene Briton is also
(ﬁ‘g . the opinion that revolution in England, France and
America was economic rather than society thamselves\_g .which
produced structural sts:.'-ain..l’2 In‘th,e same context Lipset
says that the csuse of Facist movement was the threat of
extinction of middle class, in the hand of cepitalistic
class."’a The basie premise of this type of theory is the
weekéning of social structure due to the weakening 6.5‘ social -
attachment among the perscns of ‘the society. Thus the

| leasders end followers both are not well integraﬁed section of
the society. Komhanser emphasies that this. ty?é of move~
ment take' place. in the democratic scciety where elite and
non~elite has high socisl distance due to the lack of secon-
dary ass@ciaticn."l’ Lipset elso analysed that the elienated
and disintegrated labourers were the participanss in the

b1, @heda Skoakpol, Comparetive Studies in Society and

. History, Vol.18, 1976, p.175.

h2. grane Briton, The Anatony of Revolution,(New York,1965),

43. M Lipset, "Fascismelift, Right and Gen‘cre, in Qusfield
(Ed)’ OPQcittg ?036:

L. ¥ Kormhanser, Mass Society, Intemational Encylopaedia
of Social Sciences, Vol.10, p.60.
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communist movement., b5

(4e3.2) Theoxy of Relative Deprivationi~ is also framed to
study social movement. Relative deprivation theory includes

psychological factor with socioe~economic factor for the
explanation of social movement. .The /baaic postulate of the

theory ceuld be understood this way.

F:i;rst., people develop the imageTof a stage of affairs
which is possible to attsin second, they develop the belief
that they are entitled to that state of affairs, Third, ‘they
know th at th;y are not efjoying the state of affsirs. Thus
the simultaneous possession of these three cognition pro-
duces a state of dissonence. Dissonance is not eamferﬁablb
and.it; produces pressure toward dissonence reduction, There~
fore dissonance reduction activity often take the form of
gsoclal protest or revolutionary behaviour. Gurr in partie
cular, transfarms the nexus of '"frustration-aggression' into
the concept f‘reiat. ive deprivation'y’ Which represents a
state of dissatisfaction resulting from an unfavourable come~
parison between things as they are snd the things as they
ought to be, Relstive deprivation occurs either because

there is a declire in what people get or en increase in what

h5. S.M.Lipset, Polit ical Men (Delhi,1973), pp.131-173.



they feel they deservegaé Félerabend, like Gﬁrr, accepts
the fundamentsl thesis that frustration breeds aggression
end lead to pelitical violence. His unit of anslysis,
therefore, is the nation state, and he defines systematic
frustrations as a ratio betwaen aSpiratioﬁa (measured by
litersey rete and urbenizstion) end schlevement (measured
by gross national product percapita,‘uumber of rgdica,lnewaé
paper, number of phyaiciwnparaapita.k7 Thus, both Gurr and
Pedorabend aau‘refclution'aa'an eggression of widespread

- peychic discontent,

Runcimen has sleo described three aspects of relative
deprivation theory, (1) the megnitude snd the size of dige
eripancy between the hopes end asplrations of the people
end sctusl situation, (11) the frequency or the number of
thoge who feel actuslly deprived in s group which feces
similiar conditions, (i11) the degree or the intensity of
the feeling of relative deprivétiana.‘a Togqueville and
later John Davis, srgued thst people rise up in revolt when

46, T.R.Gurr, Why men'rebel,{ﬂew‘zork, 1977) PP 177279

47. Folerabend eand Rosalind L.Feiersbend, "Aggressive
Behaviour within politics, 19481962, A cross-
national study", Journal of Confl ict Resolution,
(September, 1965), 244,=371. Also from Ivok Feiera-
bend end Rosslind L.Feimsabend, Systematic condition of
political eggression ¢ An epplicstion of Frustration
Aggression Theory ," in Ivok.Feieraband, R.Feierband, _
and T.Robert Gurr,ed,, Anger violence end politicst
Theories and research,(Englevood Cliffs,1972), pp.135+73.

48, V.Runcimen, Relative deprivation and social justice,
{Berkeley,1966), pp.thehbt,
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rising standard of living resulted in greater expectation
then can be met, For Davis “tﬁe actual levels of soclal
economic development is less significant than the expect~
ationvthat the past progress néw blocked and must continue
in futwe . 'Revolution are most_likely to oceur when 8
prolonged period of objective economic and sociael develop=~:

) 7 he ersSal 1
mont is followed by a short period of sharp :_V Txbg‘f.f

(4.3.4) Group differentiation snd conflict theo

L)

A group of fﬁnctional soclologists believe in the fune
ction of soeisl confliot and change. They criticize Parsons
on the ground thet he did not examine the cause of conflict
amd saw society homeostatic. These functional conflict the-
orists are Dehrendorf, Timsscheff, Coser and Crane Briton.
The common point which these qonfliet theoristas tried to
retain from the'funetienalistsfthat thé main cause of move~
ment is rupture in the value consensus of society. Accord-
ing to Dahrendorfggraup conflict is pervasive in all societies
at all times., This confliet cannot be resolved but regulated,
Dehrendorf ¢oncerned with class conflict as group cénflict.

Class canflict.iswdefined as any conflict between the supere

L9, J.Davi#, Toward a Theory of Revolution yhmerican Socio-
logical Review, Feb 1962, Vol.2, No.1,pp.5-18.
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ordinate and subordinate strata of authority stmcture.”
For Dahrendorf the determination of class iz differantial
allocatien of authority , which characterizes a much wider
variety of institutions t»h.an. just of the state., Two prine
eipal aspects of conflict sbout which Dshrendorf gensra-
lizaé are its intensity and viclence. The dntensity of class
conflict is . said;toizdecreaseviwith the extent of class
organigsation with t‘he\ extent to whigh various élass and group‘
conflict are dissociated rather than coineident snd with the
extei:t that puthority, and distribution of reward and faci-

lities in an association are dissociated.51

Thus in sum and
substence we can say that the cause of strain or conflict
in the sacieties, according to functional theorists is the
breskdown in ccnsensus of values end their dynamism is con-
fined to. this breakdown and to the subsequent reassertion of
consensus. But above mentioned theories can explain tribsl

movement partially.

J.A.Banks has rightly pointed out that "functionslists
had miserably failed to show that how some parts of eocial
8y stems seems to be more open to pressure for change than

the others., Parsons considered socieﬁy in the state of equi-

50. R.Dghrendorf, Class and class conflict in industrisl
society, (London,1969), pp.259.

51. Dahrendorf, Ibid, p.259.
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librium, once_established.iS'ecnceived-to be perpétual

whose essential reality is believed to be its inner coherence,
rather than conflict tensions and disorde?, are one sided
explanation of the dynamic aspect of the social struéture.sz
Cohen challenges the basic foundation of functionalism at
three different levels, viz. logical, substantive and ideo=-

- logicsl, Gohen wWrites, the final substantive complaint that
' functionalism.cannot explain social change is perhaps justi-
fied the implication of this argument is that functionalism,
by emphasizing the conditions of persistence and stability,
treats change as something abnormal end unlikely to occur
accept perhaps, by aecident.53 If functionalism asserts
that all items in a social system :einfcrée one another,
than nené can contribute to change, since .each is kept

going by the other. But in fact, if functionaliem could
really state the condition under which social system
persists than it could also explain change simply by showing
that some of these conditions are sometimes absent, clearlf
the truth of matter is that if functionalists have not
produced adequate theories of social change this is

52. J.A. Banks, The Sociology of Social Movements (London,
~1972), p.9. '

53. P.5.Cohen, Modern Soccial Theory,(London,1975), pp.47-68.
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this is largely because they have not’ prpduced adequate
theories of social persistence. In so far as they have

gone someway tq'éXplaining why social system persiéts,

they have also, I submit, contributed to the theory of soce-
ial diange[}ﬁhat_has been wrong with functionalism is that it
has Simply asserted that social system or certain types

of systém tend to persist without giving more than a hint

' 54

at why this occurs.

(beb.4) Marx's approach to the Study of Social Mevement:

* Marx's distiac%ive combination of theory and action
embeddel in a tradition of revelutionary inquiry and exper-
iences, Marxist approach consi@erﬁ'prgpgrty relations as
crucial.because they shépe the purpose, nature. Control,
.directions and objectives underlying the prpductionvand'fur—
ther property relation determinep the norms’about who shall

get how much and on what grounds.55

, ; e
For Marxspode of production is determining factor

of all humen relations. Here, mode of production is o way in
vhich people produce and exchange their means of life. Every
society is based on a mode of production, which is what ulti;
matel& determines the characier of all social activities

and inStitutions. The whole development of society is deter=

5k, Cahen, Ibid.

55. A.R.Desai, 1980 - Presidential Address at Meerut
?oc%géggical Congress, "Relevence of Marxist Approach
n
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mined by the &eveIOpment of productive forces and conse~
quent changes in the relstion between mea ot production. The
productive forces end production relations of a given period

together constituteyr the mode of production.

~ From &ivisidn of Labour in production emerges private
pr@péfty, and so the rise of exploitation and the division
of society intohanpagdpistio elaéses- In the development
of society there ha?e arisen fivé tyre of produetionArelat—
ieng; primitive communism, slaVery; feudalism;lcapitalism-'
and socialism,  One mode of production is followed upon
another snd this econmomi¢ change and development constitutes
thé basis Qf the whole of social development., Each mode
of production shows property relations and this propgrty;
relations . are essentially social relations between people
arising out of ppoducﬁion. Property rélations simply give
conscious legal expréssion to these mutual relationship
which - by being expressed as property relations, According
to Marxaall éommunities'kncwn tqﬁiistory between’primitiVe
communism and socialism, the means of production are not
socially ownéd; but are held by individuals or group; a
minority of the community. As a result, those who held the
means of production are able by virtue'of théir positiona

as owners, to appropriate the product, and so it becomes



possible for them to live on the fruits of tha labour

of others, in otherwords, to exploit them, Those who do

'not own the mesns of production are compelled to work for

the benefit of those who do. Further, with private proper=

ty thehe begins alse transfoarmation of the product into commoe
dity a process which is finally completed in capitalistic
 soclety, vhen préctically the whole product including labour-
er takes the form of commodity with the development of soc-
ial production beyond the primitive commune, thencommunity

is divided into groups occupying different plaaeé in socieal
prodw tion as whole with different relationshipsybhe me ans

of production end therefire different methods of aquiring their
shares of products such group constitutes the social classes
and their reladans'constitu;eﬁ; the class relations or class

structure of a given =0 ciéty.

What constitutes and distinguishes classes 1is not
primarily di fferences in income, differences in habits, or
differences in mentality, but the places they occupy in .
social productieh and Ath&-‘ relations in which they stend to
the means of productionj frém which their differences in
ineccme, hebits and mentality arise. Lgnin writes

"Classes are large groups of people which differ
from each other by the place they occupy in & historically
definite system of socisl production by their relations (in



most case figed and formulated in lews) to their means
of production, by their in the social organization of labour,
end eonsequ;ently; by the dimensions of social wealth that
they obtain and their method of acquiring their share of it
classes are groups of people one of which meny appropriate
the labour of enother, owing to the dif_ferént; places they
oceupy in the definité system of social eeonoxpy.‘“sé

End with c¢lasses i:here arise class antagonisms, class
conflicts., Sogiety based on exploitation is inevitably di-
4v.ided into antagonistic classes. "These werring classes
are always the product of the production and exchange, in a
word, of the economic condition of their time,"57 Such
a soclety is torn by cl ess conflicts between exploiters and
exploited, and between rival exploiters for this reason
"the history of ell hitherto existing society is the his-
tory of class .s;’l:):‘uggle"’.58 This is observed that the
from the end of primitive communism upto the vigtory of
\spcialism., society has always bgen divided into exploiters
and exploited, A minority of eiploiters has succeeded in
living on the back of the masses. But how has it been possie

ble for a minorities thus to preserve and exercise its

56 ,Lenin, A Great Beginninaf Quoted from Maurice Gornfbrth,
The Dielectical Materi lsm%(calcutta,195h) sP+175,

57.Engles, Socialism, ‘Bbcapiani\,ﬁcientifie, Quoted from Corne
‘forth, The Dialectical Materialism, p.176.

58.Marx and Engles, Manifesto of the Communist Party, Quoted
from Gornforth, Optciti’ p01760
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domination over the majority. It has been possible only
becsuse the majority possessed and hed control over a
speciél organizétien for coereing the rest of the society,
that organizstion is the state Engles writes, |
"The state has not existed from all eternity, there
have been societiee'whﬂﬂi-have;managed without it, which
had no notion of the state or state power., At .a definite
stage of economic devel Optéent., which necessarily involved
the cled\age of socisty into classesi the state became a
neéessity,because of this eleay?ge,”jg Further "as the
state arose from the mnsed to keep class antagonism in check,
but slso in the thick of the fight between the classes, it
is normally the state ef the most powerful, eéanomieally
ruling class, which by its meens becomes also the politie
c¢ally rulirg class and so aoquires new meane of holding
down and exploiting the oppressed class ..« The cont}ol link
in civilized society is the state, which in all typical
periods is without exception the atate of the ruling claseaéo
The State;urite¢Lenin is an organ of c¢less,rule, an orgen

for the repreésicn of one cless by anot’:her.é1 ~Bvery class
struggle is a political struggle wrote Marx and Engles.62

59. F,Engies The origin of famil rivete property and
the state, (Mesco%, 1948), p.¥?0€ property

60. Ibid.
61, V;%iLenin, The State and Revolution,(Moscow, 1949),
Pelle



-33 -

Thus the sconomic changes are actually carried thrqngh
asiresult of political struggle. Social Revolution is
therefore, tﬁe transfer of state of politiesl power from
one class to snother class, "The question of power is the

63

fundamental question of every revolution,"

Revolution means the overthrowrof the ruling class;
which defends existing relations of production, and the

conquest of power by & class which is interested in estabe

lishing new relntions of production, Every revolution, there«

fore, makes forcible in roads into existing property ree

lations and destroy one from of property in favour of snother

form of property. ;§5%;§@ up the principal lessons of hige

torical materialism Marx wrotet!

i. "that the existence of classes is only bound up with
particular historical phases in the development of
production,” |

ii, "that the cless struggle necessarily leads to the
dictatorship of the proletariatt,

1ii. "that this dictatorship itself only constitutes the
transition to the abolition of all classes and to

64

& classless society".

63. Le?%g, on Slogans, Cited from Cornforth, op.cit,
Pe . . '

64. Marx, Letter to J Weydemeyer, March 5,1852,
Cited from Cornforth, op.cht, p.197.
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(5) THE APPROACH:

The._> survey of the theoritical study of socisl move-
ment show that mdst of the theories namely, sequential,
psycholagical md stractural f\metﬁ.onal can not do full
justiﬁe* ﬁv \the cause, course and consequence of the tribal
movement s, Only Marxist approach can give a full undere
standing of social movement among the triﬁes of Santhal
Parganas and Chotansgpur, The movements of the tribe's stars

with the eecnamic exploitation and eontinues till - %

W FE L .,4 ¥hat' Mwattempting to do is not to mueh to

i

present a theoritical justification of the Marxian perspect-
ive but to present tribal movement in its total and dynamic
perspective, Colonial background of tribal movement can
explicate the economic eontradictions and class struggle of
their gystem and it is possible by Marxist approach only.
ARthough it is“general ciiticism levelled against Marxiém
that J has reduced everything to eeonomic determinisem, In
fact, \l:xe was engaged in pointing out erueial 1mporbance of
the basic activity, namely the activity of producting the
things, for survival and persistence of mankinc!“?65 -Marxis-t
approach can make ¢lear the socio-economic-technological di
vision of labowr among the tribes very clearly in a hige

torieal perspective, This approach is relevant to trace out

650 A'.R.Desai, Op.cit, p,15.
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the central tendency of the transformation of tribal
socisty. YThis approach develope a matrix for concrete
studies of a particular phenomenoy of a specific sype of
' 66
"

society in the context of all pervading property relations.
among the tribes,

During the last one hundred snd fifty years tribal
society of Biher had not overcome backwardness, poverty and
inequality, Incomes are accumulated in the hand of money«
lenders and landlords., Greed of private property accumulat-
ion of industrialisté, shop~keepers and corrupt officials
annihiloted the tribal social system. 2ven after indepen-~
dence a large number of tribals are leading their life as
norads, sémionax.nadas, food gatherers, hunters, andfhalf‘_ slave
factory wrkers. A large number of young girls have been
compelled to adopt the li.f-e:%roabitutes in the industry apd
fer«off their places in province like Punjab, Haryana, Delhi,
Assam and Glacutta. All these lively account of tribal life
needs a comprehensive explanation with radical thought to
understand - ) their problem sociologically.

666 AéRoDesai, Qp.cit, p..15'



 CHAPTER - II
IZBE ERQBLEM

Following the approach, it becomes necessary here
to oriticise the prevailing ideclogies among the anthropoloe
gists who have been working on the tribes of Santhal Pere
ganas and Chotanegpur., The social anthropologists of Indias
who by and large, did.na’c consider ¢lass relations se eru-
¢ial to the understanding of tribal transformation have got
training under the British colonigl social anthropologists
or influenced by thei:j approaches in one or other way. The
theorists of this category could be kept in two main brends:
(L) Tribe-caste continuity theorists (B) modernization
theorists. A recert approach which came into practice in
the sociesl anthropology to study the chaning tribsl Bihar
is the theorists who deal with ; (C) the economic exploitaﬁ-o
ion of the tribes. |

Ghurye, one of the Poreey Anthrapologiaﬁs of India,
viewed tribes as an integreative community rather than as

laoleted groups of Indian culture. Ohurye under the spirit
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of nationalism propounded thét tribes can bekseparately seen
from the castes and tried to prove with historical evidence
and termed them as "Backward H'indus";1 N.K. Bose under the
influence of Clark Wissler worked on 'cultural contact' or

on 'acculturation' among the tribes of India and Bihar as
well, Bosefs most f&j@samiigxheoritical essays on it, the -
Hindu Method of Tribal Absorption describes the tribal absore
ption method in Hindu social folds.® For him, the tribal
absorption method is performed at three levels. (i) "Although
the policy was not to displace the original and religious
gulture of tribes but rather to preserve it, yet something
had to be done to bring the tribal culture in line with
Brahmsnism, a8 2 result, the Brahmenism modified the old
culture when it went sgainst their own ideas snd left the rest .
intact. (ii) "Once & tribe came under the influence of the
Brahmenical pebple ssenss B strong tendency wes set up within
it to remodel its culture more and more closely in conformity
with Brahmsnical way of life, (i141i) "However, the tribes
céuld not be allowed to come very close to their superior,

the Brashmanas very often put a stop to such process toward
higher and higher standard of culture, thus meny ferms of
culture came into existence.”3 The reasong of these processes

aceording to " =_ i the economic dominance.

1. G.S. Ghurye, The Scheduled Tribes,(Bombay, 1963), XIV '+ 404,
2. N.X. Bose, Cultural Anthropology, (Bombay,dc/) pp. 156=170,
3. Ibid, op, cit,. ’ '
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In his own words:

*Culture éeems to flow,fram sn economically dominant
group: to 2 poorer one when the'awo are tied together to
form a lsrge productive organization, political dominance
has its own adventages for the dominant group to s subore
dinate one on social matters too, the fpmer occuples a
higher status in contact to the lggiiiah Surjit Sinha,

L.P. Vidyarthi end Martin Oran under the influence of Chicago
School anthrepologist viz. Robert Redfield and Milten Singer
showed trensformation of tribes intofgéste fold and other
communities and groups. These cuiturologists emphasized on
fusion of the traits of c¢aste with thet of tribasl cultures

- explain csusation through external contact which led to the
diffusion of new roles and values in the tribes, Surjit Sinha

writes :

{a) "The overall characteristics of the socio=cultural
system of these tribel communities are distinguishable from
those of the tradition peasent communities (b) "there are
significant elements of continuity between the two kinds of
socio=cultural system, (4ii1) "All over central and southern
India we find the tribal communities in a process of trans-
formstion, which brings them closer to peasant Hindu communite

wi -
T A—‘Qq"s}’

ies. Thers is not a single tribe in this belt 2;;”_“;5;":;j

unaffected by Hinduismﬂ.s Martin Oran took 'little ﬁrédition‘

e Ibid, wo, =%i.

5. Surjit Sinha. 'Tribal Culture of,Penninsular Indie as a
Dimension of 1ittle raditic t ndisn civilie
zation : A preliminery statement' Man 1n India, Hanchi,

(37) 3 1957; pp-%o
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as the stuff of civilizotion and having the quality of
explicitness, systematization and reflectiveness. His field
work on Jamshedpur,en Industrisl City where industry, market
economy and democratic politicsl frome work operate, led a
great Qmpect on the Senthal workers, Particularly young
Senthals chenged their belief and practices concerning witche
eraft, quantitative variations in marrisge form and cregted
an indigenous great tradition in their own village-society@
Sachchidenand is ~#f.~ the opinion that tribal Bihar where
caste and clas%ﬁgg?iggbugh society as deeply as in any other
village in non<tribal area, In most cases the class structure
is intermingled with caste structura. The emergence of class
structure and impact of caste values are due to coastant
contact with the stratified sasts society snd some economie
factors. Sachchidanand writes "Tribals have also been living
in contsct with non-tribals who have a well defined caste and
¢lass structuré. As the non-tribes sre more advanced
,thénwthe‘tribgls in materisl culture and also in social
status, the_later think it elevating to ¢mulate their example,
The continucus impset heve been both regular and casual,

Many Hindu ¢astes have been living together with tribsl

6. Martin Orans, the Santhals; & Tribe in search of great:
Tradition, {(Detroit, 1965), pp XIV + 154, See also,
Martin-@rans,'?ribai People in an Industrial setting',
Journal of Amerdican Folklore, (Philadelphis, 1975),
7T (281), Pps L22-15,
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villages for centuries and have been integerated into the
social system of the village. Without them perhaps the
economic structure of the village is likely to fall into
pieees“.7'6

Ba MODERNIZATION THEORISTS ¢

2

Impact of urbanization, industrislization and admini-

stration remained the main focus of analysis of this brand of
theorists. Narmadeshwer Prasad, Amal Kumar Bas, Pranab

Kumar Das Gupte, K.N. Sshay and L.P. Vidyarthi are the main.’
contributors, These writgrs are(;%jflytheﬁopinion that |
‘above mentioned proéeasahave been involved in modernizing

the tribals i.e, Modern education and demecerstic way of life
have been making the tribals more consdous about the nodern
aminities and avenues., The other aspec€3‘which they empha~
s8ized were the problem of the adjustment of tribes in the

communities of the industrial set%%p

7+ Sachéhidanand, caste and class in Tribal Bihar, Man in
‘India, Ranchi, vol,35, No.3, July-September 1955, pp.95.
See N, Prasad and Arun Sshay, Impasct of industrialization
on Bihar Tribes « A heport, Bihar Tribzl hesearch Instie
tute, Ranchi, 1961, pp. 2 + 64, Amal Kumer Das, Influence
of city life on aducatedvtribais, Bulletin of the cultu=
ral Research Institute, Calcutta, 1(2), 1962, pp.69=-88,
Pranab Kumar Das Gupta, Impact of industrializatien_on
tribal life, Bulletin of Anthropological survey of India,
Caleutta, 13(1=2), Jan«June 156k, pp. 85-166, :
L,F. Vidyarthi, Socio~economic cultural impliceticns of
Industrializaticn in India 3 A Cese Study of Tribal Bihar,
{New Delhi, 1970), pp. XXIXI+552B,
P» Dash Sharma (ed), Sarat Chandra Roy commenorative volume
The paseing scene in Chotanagpur (Ranchi, 1980), pp.IV+170,

8. Jo Troisi, 1978, Tribal Religion'Religious belief and
practices among Santhals (New Delhi, 1978) pp. 238«274.
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C. ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION THEORISIS :

Third stream of writers hai%provided the historical
accounts and backgrounds of the tribasl movement in context
of economic end social deprivations, Culshaew, K.S.Singh,
R.N.Msharaj, Mahasveta Devi, K,B.Saxena, and Hirenmay Dhar
are the leading writers of this brand. The contributions
of these writers will be discussed in Chapter 11l & IV,

THE VIEW:

The survey of the theories no., I and II are not able
to show the dynamics of tribes in historical perspective,
They have narrowly fooussed the changing tribals as if the
tribes have never experienced any socloe-economic crisis and
rupture in their long past., These theories desl with sele-
¢tive cultursl category and the process of change in them,
These approaches emphasige upon, primacy of cultural forms
and thelr impact on other social imperatives. Thus cule
turologists ere interested in the character of tribal society,
‘their values and myths and on that basis construction of ff 
typologies like, tribeuegsfe, tribe-peaeants-caste,'tribe*
¢aste end elassyzﬁfig?gﬁ;gj These anthropologists failed
to show the competition emong the tribes for powery and
economic gain(jend the historicsl contradictions bound up
in that tribal socisl structure itself, They ignored the

economic hardship, class formation and c¢lass antagonism among
/
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the industriel snd urben tribal workers, Thus the contri-
ﬁution of first two theories emphasized on the ethnic based
continuity and isclation. Here for N.K,Bose Hindu mode of
tribal absorption was neither Hindu nor absorption but an
integration into the production system of colontaliam.Q:
This secular process has sometimes been over simplified the
trensition of tribes into peasants and of peasants into
depeasantised working class is generally described as uni-
linenl precess, Such studies overlook the complexities of
tribal social formations and situatians.’a Ghurye who had
propounded his anti-fsolation and pre~assimilation viéﬁ~point
regarding tribal in 1942 based on American model of ethnice
gum=cultural pluralism has been unasiashedly applied to the

- Indian situation even though it has falled in relation to
American Indianeai’ Recently, Andre Betielle has investie
gated tribal agrafian social structure on the basis of

(1) ownership of the land (4ii) control of the land and
(414) wuse of the 1and.12 For him, the definition of peassn-
try which has been propounded by Shanin is suitable to 1den~
tify the Chotanagpur tribes as peagsants., The first charact~
eristice according to them is the iﬁportance of family

9{ gitgd fr:m, .S. singgl Eigg:dnggra changna’mgmo-g 10
gl lecture rspectives eolo ecember

Delhi Schcol’oge on %y'pp. 1ok, P

10. OPs« cit.

11. op. edt,

12. Andre Beteille, Agrarian Social Structure,{Delhi,
1979) pp.34, See alsc Andre Betellle, 'Agrarian Social
S;gucture', Man in Andia, Vol.52, No.E AprileJune
1972,

Economies{unpublished
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farm as the basic unit of production and consumption which
the Munda,,Oraon own, control and cultivate by theme
selves. Where share oroppers or ggriculturasl labourers
exista Second characteristic is that land-husbandary con=
stitute the main pattern of livelihood as subsistence economy.,
Third characteristic is that they lead small community 1life
with traditional valuee. Fourth characteristic the tunder-
dog positibﬂ"of thesze tribes due to the axploitation'of the
outsiders, industrialists and the money~lenders, The merit
of Betielle's analysis lies in the fact that he has shown
a varied system of stratification smong £he tribes of Chota-
nagpur which is different from the caste stratification sys-
tem,‘j But even, he ignored the conflictual agpects of the

, tribal soéial structure end ultimately : gof . himself hepp®

_w%woanélysing the conventional caste and tribe dichotomie relate
ionship and differeneeé.’b The writers who fall in ¢ategory
No,I1I do not provide the full accounts of class relations
among the tribes. Even the mejor writings of th@é}caﬁegory
III is eimply nonegsociclogical and merely historicel sccounts.
But thelr contribution is highly significant to understand
the dynamics of tribsl society. Here our attempt will be to

understend tribe as an economic group, although my emphasis

3. Andre Beteille, 'Six Essays in Comparative Socialeg},
(Delhi, 1979), pp.6ie7h.

14. Andre Beteille, 'Definition of the Tribes, in Rcmesh
Thap$r1£ed) Tribe, Caste, Religion (Meerut, 1977),
ppo f s .



cannot, ignore ¢ _ﬂ;other factors of the tribel life for
analysis, N.K,Bose hag rightly pointed out that "there are
many vays in which tribe cen be c¢lassified, one .... is by
lenguage, another is by religion and third is by degree of
isolation to which they are subject which had led some to
retain a larger proportion of thelr original culture then
others. But, we believe the pleinest way will be arraenge them
into categories based on the manner in which they primarily
make their 1iving¥15' Bose divides tribes into five categor-
ies on the basis of economic ectivities (i) hunters, fishers
and gatherers (ii) Shifting edltivators (1ii) Settled
agri¢ulturists using the plough and plough cattle {iv) noma=-
id¥e cattle keepers (v) artisans, labourers and workers

in plantatbns end industries.16

Thus our ettempt in this dissertation will be to
present the tribal as economic class rather than as primie
| tive, pre-literate, static and community which is goihg to be
converted in other religions Hindus and Christisns, In this
study main hypotheses will bez‘- ,
(1) How the British oolbnial administration c¢reated
a clase of exploiters for the tribals which be-

came responsible for movement.

15. N‘Ki ?asa, Tribal Life in India, (New Delhi, 1971),
PDelt=0 o

16. 1Ibid.
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(1) Even after the independence of India, the capitali-
stic goverximent.'s_pol.icy and the interest of the
local capitalists, industrialists and moneylenders,
further accentuated the tribal movement in Bihar,



CHAPTER - III

] The movement among the tribes

of Santhal Parganas and Chotanagpur wes not a unique pheno=~’
menon under the British Raj, as it was also experienced by
‘other tribes and caste peasants throughout Indla, The process
of the British rule was occupied by serious discontent and
resentment among the people, even the Indien soldiers serving
4n the British army were affected, and for nearly hundred years
popular diécontent took the forms of arms resistence led by the
deposed chieftains or their descendents and relstions. A

- large sections of veasentry and artisans joined these re-
volts because of their own grievanc ¢s and hardships. The
uprisings were responsible to de‘privation of unusually severe
in character, always economic and often alsc involving physical
brutality amd ethnic persecuti on. The colonial plunder was
the main source of enrichment for the ruling oligarchy in



Britain and this plunder csused the collapse of Ll
branches of Indian economy. The British;ﬁntruders neglected
publie‘works and thus brought sbout the collapse of India's
irrigated agrieculture. The colonialists broke down the
communal economic fremework of land ownership of the tribes.
‘The tribals sﬁread over a large part of India participated

'in hundred of uprisings. The uprisings were marked by immense
courage and sacrifices on their part and veritable butchery on
the part of official machinary suppression.1 Raghavaish has
given a 1list of such eighty uprising emong the tribes in
Chronological order, the famous uprisings are paharia»revolt
(1778), Koli disturbsnces (1784~5), Tamar revolt {789, Khasis
revolt 1829, Munda revolt (1820, 1832,1887), Khampti (1839~
43), Santhal (1855), Bhil {1857-8), Naga revolt (1879),

Warli revolt (Maharashtra); (1946-8), Mizo revolt (1966-71),
Naxalite revolt (1967-71) etc.? As we have mentioned not

only the tribes but.;;'f;ibggdiépiaced peasants, zamindars

and Soldiers participated in the several rebellion; Sanyasi

1. Bipdun Chandra, Freedom Struggle,(New Delhi,1977)
PP+ 4R=43 and L6=47.

2, V,Raghvaish, *Tribal Revolt in Chronological order:
1978 to 1921'In A.R.Desai(ed.), Peasant Struggle in
India (Delhi,1981), pp.23-27.

See also, Erick Stokes, 'The Peasant and the Raj
Studies in Agrarian Society and Peasant Rebellion in
Coloniel India', (New Delhi,1978), pp.245 and Kathlen
gouh, 'Indlan Peasant Uprisings, EPW, Vol.9, No.32-34,
August 1974, p.1261. » '



rebellion (1763~1800) led by dispossessed zamindars and

" religlous monks, Orissa zemindar rebellion {1804~1817),

Raja of Vijayanagram (1794), the Poligars of Tamil Nadu
(4790) , Dindigals (1801), Mysorians (1800, 1831) Vizega-
pattam (1830-34), Dewan Velu Thempi of Travencore (1805),
Saurashtra (1816-32), the Kolis of Gujarat (1824-25, 1828,
1839, 1849), the Jats of Uttar Pradesh and Haryana. The cule
mination of the traditional opposition to British rule came
with‘the;reéblt of 1857 in which million of pessants, artie
san end soldiers participated. The overall impact of British
on India and particularly on the tribes remained exploitative.
A.R. Desai writes that the British generated (1) dominant
mode of production that was in the form of (ii) introduction
of private property in land (iii) new modes of revenue colle=-
ction (iv) transformation of lend and asset into commbdi«

' ties'(v) introduction of commercialigstion in agricultura.
(vi) usheriag in a novel principle of governance, based

on ' rule of law, é bourgeoise legal framework and en adminie
stration composed of a hierarchy of offiéers, constitutéd
éf_imperial, provincial and local unit and further composed
of Class I, II, III employees and other categorieé founded

on the new principle of recruitment, promotion and retirement.’
(vii) the British ¢reated a new feudal landlords with inter-
mediaries such as tenants, subetenants, share-croppers,
bonded labour and agricultural labour in zamindsri area.
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(viii) the socioe-economic¢ formetion which emerged after
independence is capitalistic due to the colonial British
1mpact.3 In sum and substance we can say that the impact

of the.British on Tribel economy was disruptive which the
tribes of Santhal Parganas and Chotanagpur never experienced.

(2) PRE-COLONIAL TRIBAL ECONOMY
Iribes of Santhal Parganas \
(1) PAHARIAS: Pahariss sre the primitive tribe of
Santhal Parganas who live on the Rajmshal hills. Their live-

lihood depends on the forest producizs, hunting and shifting
cultivation., No detalled study on their economic conditions
imterms of class relations have been done. They are known

as cattle lifters and robbers in thelr area.

(44) SANTHALS: Before their insurrection, Santhal had
ﬁever experienced any influx in their economic system, They
were quite happy with their subsistence economys Sher will
reports that "in 1851 several hundred substantial Santhal
Villages with en sbundence of cattle end surrounded by luxuriant
e¢rops, occupy the hitherto neglected spot, the hillmen have
'with a few exception retired to the hills".5 The Santhels

have no record of their economi¢ conditions before the arrival

3. A.R.Desal, op.cit. oXvexvii ‘ ‘
2. ﬁ.SQSa ﬁ‘ﬂal eyAVBJ:Q? Distribt Gazatteor, Santhal Pare
ganas, (Patna 1538). pP.23=-24 and 33=37,

5. Walter S.Sherwill, 'Notes upon a Tour Through the Raje
mehel Hills - Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal,
Cultutta, 20(7), 1851, :p.544=606.
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"af the British but as their traditions show that they were
very expert in cleaning the foreste as well as seasoned
agriauiturists. Here the history of migration can be helpe-
ful to trace out their economic activities and the final
satﬁlement\in'tha Santhal Pgrganas, Eanthalzﬁnown ag a
wandering race, waéwell'if:{géﬁ that about the middle of
eighteenth cantury-fgfthe beginning of the British rule in
Indis a number of Santhals were to be fauga in Chotanagpur
especially in the districts of Hesaribagh, Palamsu, Singhe

- bhum, Midnspore and Bifbhumé 84ir John writes,'”éhns early

a6 1795, the Santhels were ssen in Remgarh 4in Birbhum distrie
et.? Towardxthe end of the eighteenth century, the Santhaels
who were very expert in cleaning tha.éaresss and bringing
them into culiivation began to migrate the Rejmshal Hills
situated»an the north eastern side of Chotanagpur'., Theta
are thres possible reasons ¢i- 3 traced out by the admie
nistrators end Gazettesr writeré, Firstly: the unfertile land
of Chotsenagpur could not support them at the same time the
British occupied their clesndeultivated land, Segondly: The
introduction of the permsnent zamindari settlement by the
British government in 1793, led extensi@n,ﬁn the villaga with

oz
& new cless of landlords, who begen to . ! Santhal labourers

6., L.AMadwel, The traditional migration of the Santhal
Tribes, {Bombay, Oct 22, 1893), pp.294~96,

7+ GCited in P,.C.Roy Chaudbury, Santhal Parganas District
Gazatteer,(Patna,1965), ppPs ¢i-q,
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to clean the virgin forests in the Rajmahal hill, so as to
bring more land under cultivation. The landlords promised
them for higher weges and rent free farms. Thirdly: The

' Sahthals were introduced in the area by the British mainly
to contain violent opposition of Pghariyas who have been

. revolting ageinst the local peoﬁle and the Brizish-sinee
1778&8 ‘These reasons clearly shew that Saﬁthals were in

- the process of migrations under-eertain constraints. Before
the British rule in Santhsal Pargenas the Santhals led a

very peaceful 1ifé,,8herwill writés, "Far awey from the din
and bustle of @ complex society, the Santhals led their simple
snd unsophisticated lives in the villages of the hills smidst
nature's profuse bounties, an orderly race of people, thelr
rules have little more to do than bear their honours and
colléctvthe rent".g The period of their settling in Santhal
Parganas ranges from 1790 to 1830,

(3) PRE-COLONIAL TRIBAL ECONOMY |
CHOTANAGPUR : The history of Chotanagpur is associated

‘with the history of Oraon, Munda, HO and several‘éther.minar}

tribes. The history of these tribes prior to theifisettle-

. ment in Chotansgpur is mainly derived from legends snd tradie

‘tional sources,. Before the arrival of the British, the

8. SssDapgupta and R Dhar, 'An approach to the Develop~
- ment of Santhal Pargenas Tribal Areas, Report of Nate
ional Institute of Bank Management, Bombay, 1975,

9; Shemill, op tcito
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general socio-sconomic conditions of Chotanagpur is reported
economically prospercus snd soeialiy'undigturbed, Two
main tribal systems which existed in Chotanagpur are knoun

as Munda system and Qraon system.

(3+1) MUNDA _SYSTEM : From S.C.Roy's sccounts, it is evident
that.Mundarhad never experieﬁeeé any socio~economic exploi-
tatians.v In his words ¢ "All through the long Centuries

of Hindus rule in India, the Jhérkhand'ﬁundas appear to have
unmolested in their isolated mountein i - = =} walled off
from the outside world by chains of wooded hills, they long
remeined in occupation of the northewest parts of what is

now the Ranchi distrigt we=ee The Munda immigrants made
cleaﬂéhcem;?i the jungle and establishéd their'primitiVe

Kol villages. The heart of the deep dense forest .  ‘wes
hitherto the reys of the Sun hardly penetrated, smiling ville
ages grew up, and went on steady multiplying till the beginn~
ing of ikbar‘s reign Chotanagpur maintained its independence,
It was the last territory to be sdded to the Mughsal Empire”.10
From a strategic point of view this region had got high impore
tence in mediecval periocd. Sersash of Rohtas and lat ler

Shahbaz Khan Kamba one of'the‘military Commanders of the

Akbar Great tried to capture this erea, so their way to

10, 8.C, Roy, Mundas and their Country (Bombay, 1952}
Y- ’ b
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Orissa and Bengal would be more eas! 'y for military
expeditians.*’ But it is clear from the old records that
these military ihterVenticn did not c¢ause any disturbaneeﬁ\
to the tribes, Thus the "long immunity from hostile disture
bances which thé Muﬁdas now enjoyed enabled them to build up
those sociel and administretive orgenization which mey still
be seen in more or less mutilsted forms in the southern and
- eastern Parganas of the Ranchi @1striet“;‘2 Tﬁe Munda has
got long traditionsg of their indepenﬁent and rich socio~
economic political sYstem since 6th century B.le In the
region of Chot anagpur. Since they were the first cleaners
of the soil, they beceme the first owners of the lénd edmant
to kéep its ownership for themselves and their descandenta.13

(3.2) THE MUNDA SOCIO-ECONOMIC SYSTEM: Vhen the Mundes first
came into'ﬂhotanagpur they wers neither pastoral nor sgricule
turists, They were mainly dependigison the jungle produce

ﬁ'jungleﬁéiﬁf*u

A

and hunting., Firstly they started . . cleaniig

e

. o | |
' and settled down theizt a group or 2 family., This

I

11+ 8.C. Roy, Ibid,op.cit, see also Heid, Survey and
Settlement Heport of Ranchi, 1902, p.b.

12+ 8.0, BQY: Tbdds, 7. =2l /

a

13. This fact was most important for the Mundas, It
was the foundation of their ownership of the land in
Eerpe%vity (succession and Inheritence among the
Mundas, in J,B.0.R,5,, Vol,I {1915), Pt,I,pp.3). This
is the reason tto why the Mundas could not understand -
how foreigners could take their lands from them and
become owners. This is the basis of the basis of strue-
ggle between the Mundas and the landlords in the
19¢h century. ’
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settlement with family unit was called KHUNTKATTIHATU,'%
Thus the ownership of the land was hild by the family. A
village consisted of several femilies and waste lends, hills,
jungles and wild animal erea were decleered as common pro-
perty of the village families. Once & family alganea the
Jungle for land, the right of ownership remained within the
fomily.'® This land was neither trensferred nmor sold end
inheritence was strictly confined to the male, There was
formal control of six headmen on the land of village ¢ommu~
nity'?é But we do ﬁet get any evidence whether equsal distfi-
‘bution and consumption thm&XiBting in that age.17 On the
basis of the land, Khuntkﬁtti system was'arranged and intro-
duced. These Khuntkatti system was systematized on the

basis of three groups arganizatienvlavels. Ihe first group,

14. ‘Théy seems to have taken to agriculture after the
Oraons came among them, nee Hoffmenn, J.B.Enc¥clopa~
dia Mundarika, Vol.III, ip. 2430,

15, Hoffmann: Ency., Mundariks cit., pp.6, "Men vwho first
turng a piece of jungle or a‘pict of waste land into
arable land even 8s he who shapes a piece of woed into
an axe<handle or a plough, becomes the owner of thet
handle or plough®", Hence vhen in the lsat or part of
the 17th century foreigners {whom they contemptously
celled Dikus) took their land from them, the Mundag
refused to acknowledge them as the rightful owner of
the land. They said "we cut the forests, we plough
~and sow and weed end reap and singhonga l&od) send

the rain and sunshine, what have they the Dikus??,

16, D.N, Mazumdar, A tribe in Transition: A study in
Cultural Pattern§(Calcutta,1937), pp.8 and 36,

17. Hoffmann and E.Lister, Memorandum on the Munds Tenan-
¢y System, in Reid, J. The Chotanagpur Tenancy Act
of 1908 with notes, Judicial Ruling and the Rules
framed under Act, 6alcutta, 1910, ‘pp.226, .
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Il

the Khuntkattidars or sons of the q%gendents in the male

line of the original founder of the village. They all had

—— A
e s A 1

equal socioe~economic stetus in the village;t,_;mgm;:ﬁ:,;;
BT e m e e e AT T e s . ) ‘
o™ - e TTET . .- »:8ince there were
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no landlords, moneylenders or outsidéréwin that aroa@;gfharea
fore, they did not pay eny rent. The seccond group wes of
the prajas or tenantg;;thei vere almost inverisbly Mundas
and very often relations on the female side of Khuntaka=
thiders. They were in no sense ownergof the lands but were
the tenents. The third group consisted of subsidiary
castes, the main function of which was non-sgricultural work
necessary to the villege 1ife, they were Mahalis, Bhggtas
and Barais.,'9 But these.KhantkaEti system became scarce in

18, There was no landlord in the Khuntkatti system, thus
these were no question of the payment of any rent to
any body before 18th century. For tribes and others
rent has been defined by the British in the following
manner "whatever is lawfully pagabla or deliverable
in many or kind by a tenant to his landlords on accouns
of the use or occupation of the land held by tenants".
(Anig, land law of Bengal, with notes, Calcutta, 1902,
PPei)

19. J.B. Hoffmann and E.Lister, op.cit., The division of
these groups could be understood in the formetion of
‘exploitation of the Mundas by the Rajas. When Raja
was independent of any foreign intervention his gift
and other subseription were supplied by the Frajas
end common people. But in 17th century and onward he
lost his power to enjoy these privileges due to fore~
ign pover and this foreigner started to collect the
subseription and gift from the workers and prajas not
from the Khuntkattidars, but still foreigners was not
contented with their privilegas thus they began to
gollect the tent from the land of prajas and workers.
The constant use of the term 'foreigners' is genera-
1ly for the outgiders whom the Msharajas called in
from outside their areay.
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later-period due to two reasons. (i) "the emergence of
individual qwnership of land as opposed to the control by

the local lineage and (ii) the ineroachment of moneylenders
and landlords in the Munda country".zo This economic acti-
vity determined the social and spiritual rélationship of the
Mundas. 1In all thelr ecohomic activities sduring harvesting
of the crops = theh'e was a feeling of solidarity, for ;very
early in life the ﬁunda learned to live in harmony and friende
ship with those of his kins, The economie activities wére 8s880=
¢iated with the market not only for the exchange of goods
~but for fprther strengthening the soeial ties by meeting
elders, headmen and relatives.z1 The sgcidspolitical system
of the Mundas which is associated with the economic aspect

is aelso imbertant*te note here. The socio-political system
vhich was mainly based on the kinship system had two aspects
(1) the village orgenizatione, (ii) the confederation of the
~ villages. (i) the village was the prinary andjgﬁsie unit
of administration headed by a Pahan (priest) who was treated
as}the original founder of the village or the oldest repre-
sentative of the original founder. The function of these
headmen was in both areaj namely in administration and in

rituals.?? In the administrative hierarchy Pahan was. assisted

20. 'Ifnaz-e Botedlle, 'Six Essays in Comparative Sociology!,
(Qelhi, 1978) , pP«69.
21. DN, Hazumder, A Tribe in Transition, op.cit., pp.40,

22, JQB‘ KOffmaﬂn’ BEnc. Mundo. Vol. III, pp'2392”93¢
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by the Munda for the service of entire community. But they
were not granted any lsnd for their official services. These
of ficials wérevnos hierarchically arrenged as modern bdbureau-
cracy but were treated as first among the equals;zB When a
group of villagers which used to be generally ten or twelve
in numbei made a confederation of the ten or twelve Hundas of
the same Clan'was called a 'Parha' or 'Patti', end the
chief of which was called 'Manki'.za' Manki hed immense power
in administration end judiciery, he used to perform the fune
ction of the settlement of disputes between the villagers.

He was the head of the Panchayats of Council of the elders.
‘But there was no wider organization than the Parha. Thus
when Oreon came in contact with the Mundas they elected a
,coméon Raja.?5 This Raja used Parha as administrative unit.
Raja had been presented some gifts and tributes by Mankis.26
Henee in conclusion vwe can say that Munda was passing their
socio-economic end political life democraticelly before the
advent of the British in region of the Mundes. |

23, Munda was the c¢ivil head of the village, In the Bpi=-
tish period Munda represented the village in desling
with landlords and the Bpit ish government., But the
Munda was understood ad the landlord of the village
by the ocutsiders, which is wrong.

24s S.C. Roy, ops ¢it. pp.140.

25. Raja meens in Mundas, the chief of the chiefs end was
not the property holder of any public concern, His
- . post was not attached with any land property.

26, The woluntary contribution later fixed in the form of
tributes. The British in his initial period of rule
considered menki as the landiords of the territory.
Therefore, manki was muthorized by the British to
¢ollect the land rent from the patti, Therefore ten-
sion ococured in the village, when manki claimed his
individual ownership on the land, '
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{3.3) THE ORAON_SOCIO~ECONOMIC SYSTEM:

Perhaps between 6th century B.C. and 5th cantury A.D,
a more advenced agriculturisv»tribes called Oresons came to
the north-west plateau 6f Chotanagpur. They cléaned the
jungle fastly and settled down with the Mundas, Oraons
coming in contset with the Mundas, imitated their way of
so¢iel end econhomic orgenization like Mundss, Oraons also
¢leaned the Jungles with the hslb of their families and used
the land for agrieultural-prod&ction which is called BHUINARI
SYSTEM < this bhuinari villege system was similar to'the.
Khuntkatti village system of the ﬁundaa.27 The bhuiners éf the
village like Khuntkattidars of the Mundas owned tﬁe land,
The village prest which is called PAHAN had to be a bhuinar,
the main functien of which was to keep oraons away from the
‘effacts of any evil through sacerifices. But a3 far as idea
of ownership of the property is concerned it geems that
Oraons had developed the system of individusl or family
ownership of the'lendzs like Mundas, Oraons had also deve-
loped politicsl organization on the level of (i) single
village and‘(ii) confederacy of the viilaga;QQ The village

27. 8.C. Roy, The Oraons of Chotasnagpur, their histo
scénomic life and social erganizations, (Ranchi, r§15),

P s105 .

28, S. 037§oy, Oraons Religion and Customs, (Ranchi, 1928),
P

29, See 5.C. Roy, The Oraons of Chotanagpur.
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oréanization consisted of the bhuinars, later Orsons

settlers and workers. Bhuinar; the réligious and secular
head was the indispensable privileged and the ceatral figure

- of the village who alone owned ths land. He was also called -
Pshen or Baiga., In the civil adminiétration, ?anchayat was
formed in which Pahan was sssisted by the Panchs who used

. t6 be the elders of the village when more than one neighboure
ing villeges which varied in number of the groups, viz.,

Ty 95 12, 21 or 22 come to form as socio-politicsl organizate
ion was called perha panch. The head of which was the Rajd,
The head of the villages were the memberé of the Parsha
Panch, who used to settle any dispute of:the villeges. Iﬁ
was a body vhich made the social lews of the Oraons. This
parha confederation had its immense social importance. It
was a body vhich took all the responsibiiity of socisl deve=
lopment protection from any evil whether they are supernstural
or human, village confederation wes the backbone of the inde-
pendency of tribal existence, their solidarity, heslth, pro-
geny, cattle md agricultursl interests. It commendsd the
sutherity from private family to the public social dife for

the welfare of the Oraons-ao

30, 8.C. Roy, The Oraons of Chotanagpur, .p.432.
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(4) PROCESS OF INTERVENTION IN THE ECONOMIC LIFE OF THE
TRIBES

(4.1)THE SANTHALS: The British wanted to squeeze the rent

as much as possible therefore they did not leave any mechanism
to exploit the innccént Senthals. Zemindars wanted to get
jungle claané& s0 88 to collect more and more revenue from
the agricultural rent. #As we have already mentioned Santhals
vere wandering in nature, so efter cleaning a bit of forest
for sultivation they used to produce something for their
subsistence but as soon ss the queétion of payment of rent
ceme they usually left that piace and went t0 8 new area.

It was also in the myth of the Santhals that they had not
padd any rent in their past golden age. Thus even the amall
payment created a strong resentment among the Santhals as to
why thers should be eny one in between the land and himself,
The wonder lust of Santhals was further axploited by the Tesa
District Labour Association Officers. Thousand of Senthals
weré recruited oftén through verious pretexts and false hopes
and transported to the tea district of Agsama31 The intervene
tion process was direct in the case of Santhals, non-tribal
zamindars were appointed to collect.the rents and taxes from
‘the Santhals while no special power was given to their tradi-
tional chiefs the Parganaits and Menjhi, no Raja was existing

31+ R«C, Roychoudhury, Bihar District Gazetteer, Santhal
Pargenas, (Patna, 1965),pp. ¢ |- g
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among the Santhsls. But the case of ﬁuBQa and Oraons were

different from the Santhals.

(4:2) MUNDAS AND ORAOKS

| The interference in the administrative and revenue of
the Mundas end Oraons system sterts with chief of them the
Raja., Previously Raja did not interfere in the irternmel ad~
miniétratian of the tribes. In 1585, & sudden dramatiec
chenge took placgf}the Rada of Chotansgpur mede the tributory
of the Mughal Emperor of Delhi, In 1616 this Heja was falled
to pey the tridbutary to the Emperor thus he was sent %o the
Gwalior Jail for 12 yaars.sz Now the Raja of Chotsnagpur csme
in contact with out side world and saw the'pomp end shows
of the imprisoned Hindu Kings, this outaiﬁafeontact made some
remerkeble chenge in the Raje of Ghotaaag?ar. ©n his release
from the Jeil, he began to implement new rules regarding
royality snd cap@ed the administrative and revenue style
of Hindu Kings, JFor the proper imitaticn Raja brought in
Broghamins, Rajputs, Courtiers, VWarriors asnd various Hindu
castes to the region of Chotanegpur. He now.elaimsd over
the lands of Mundas snd Craons and announced himself the
imperial authority or Mshersis of that country, Most pro-
bably it was the time when Msharaias started to make himself

32. The Raja of that time was Durjen Sal and:the Hughal
Emparor was Jghangir. See 5,0, Roy, *The Mundas and
their Country'. | ,
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Hinduized, It is‘aléa evident from the historical records that
Msharaje efter coming from Gwalior was never interferred by

the Emperor of Delhi«3> The new administration end revenue
collection method mede a change in the land system of the
Mundas end Oraons. The currency system was not in vogue

that time therefore, MaharajaAﬁaa'unable to pay thé foreign~

ers in cash. 5o Maharaja hended over to them his right to supp~
lies from the villagers there grant-i3o2\ rendered for the

service of the officers. Thus the system of service granp*\

e

(Jagirs) (W4, introduced and the{ "\ beneficieries were celled
Jagirdar.gh This new land system was the main cause of the
agrarian unrest .in latér time smong the tribes, Not only

the Maharsajs made-elaim fer the land but fereignexs'fer thier
ovwn interests mede it clear that the Maharaja had absolute
right over the whole of Chotsnagpur and that {3 making hia'
service grantse he haed transferred his absolute property right
to the Jagirdara.3§ Here there be¢eme the emergence of

33. After coming from Gwalior Jeil 'Raja' ennounced
himself as 'Msharzja'. _

34. The resolution of the government of Bengal for the year
1880, cited in 5.C.Roy, The Mundes, pp.165, The abors
igenals had no: place in their system for s *'landlord!
and their langusge did not even have such a word, when

~ the tJagirdars' and others forced the idea on them,
they did not bother to ¢oin s word but merely celled the
landlords 'dikus'! (foreigners), from Heffmen J,.B.Enc.

35. '8.C. Roy, The Orazons of Chotanegpur, pp.166.

¢
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private property and landiordism'in Chotanagpur' ‘Mean while

in 1793 the permanent settlement introduced in Bengal and
extended to Shetanagpur; In 1806 Mahersjs and landlords

were asked by the British to establieh zaminderi police

station and appoint police officers, These officers were
brought in from outside Chotanagpur: This way there became

the end of the Khuntkatti and Bhuinari system of the Mundas

and Oraons: The Mundss end Orsons who were always peace loving
people plunged into violence against the oppresors t¢ regein

their right on their properiy.

{(5) CAUSES OF THE MOVEMENTS AMONG THE TRIBES OF SANTHAL

PARGANAS AND CHOTANAGPUR:

The first revolt which took place in Santhal Farganas
was among the Sauriya Psheria against the Khetauri lies in
the fact that these kheteuri treacher dusly murdered the chief
of the Paharigyas*in the middle of the eighteenth eentufyt
This murder ceused a great resentment among the tribes, They
immediataly stormed the fort of lakragarh and started ;;
plunden?fhe villages. This resentment further took a drama=
tic turn when famine of 1770 caused heavy death in the region
They started plunder?he villagers till the end of 1810,
In the meantime Cleavland Commissioner of Bhagalpur had been
f appointed to paeify tﬁe Pehariyas, He ultimately got the
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(5.1) SANTHAL: The main ceuses of Santhal rebellion of
185557 were economic oppression, loss of cultursl identity

and abolition of politico-jural system. In no wey they
were left with their own sutonomy in any sphere of life by

the outsiders.

Writing in 1867, twelve years after the out=break of re=
bellion, E.G.Man ‘concluded that the four grievences were
chiefly responsible for rebellion (i)" the rapacity of the
money lenders in their transactions with the tribes (1i) the
inereasing misery gaused by the‘in@uiﬁcua system of allowing
personal and hereditary bondage fﬁg debt, (iii) wunpare-
lled corruption and extortion of the policy in aiding and
abetting Mahajsns (moneylenders) (iv) the impossibility
for Santhals to obtein redress {rom the court.37 K.K.Basu
found the éame cause of the Santhal rebellion in Santhal ‘
Parganas and Bhagalpur.38 The Calcutta Heview reports that
corrupt administration, palige and judicial system were main
causes of the tribal rebellion of 1&55.39 The Assistant |

36, P.C. Roychsudhury, Bihar District Gazetteer, Santhal
Pargaenas, pp.ci -1 ‘
- ) /,
37. Many E.G.y - - Sonthalia and the Sonthals,.. ..o, -
| ToTRe. T Fe, PS7,(Calcutta, /%57 ) -p.10. s -

38. K«K.Basu, The Santhal outbreak in Bhagalpur, Journal
of the Bihar and Orissa Research Society, Patna, 20{%),
June 1934, pp.180-224, See slso R,Carstairs, 1971 ﬂ
Harme village - A novel of Santhel life, Polhuria, the
Santhal Mission Press,pp.320.

39. The Calcutta Review,(Caleutta,July=-Dec., 1860), pp.510.



uésﬂl

Commissioner of Naya Doomka (Dumka) Division traced out the
causes of rebellion of 1855+57 . These are (i) the enhance=
ment of rent by the semindars (i1) the institution of
suit by Mghajans for fear of ActXIV of 1859 (4i4) a prophecy
by Siddhu who just before his execution, had predicted an
uprising about this time st which he might reappear as leader.
As 8 result several military police at other places, namely,
Rampurhat, Pakur, Pirpainty, Godda and Deoghar were deployed.
There was no rising but the administratien got‘panigkv auishsw
in desoribing the cause of Santhal rebellion, goeénigi;nd the
economic facter and emphasized on the emotional aspect of the
- cause of the rebellion, In his own words @
“Economie factor alone will not have to give a
solution to the Question of why the Santhsl re~
belled.... hunger drawn them to dispair but their
attachment to the land provided slso an emotional
basis without which the rebellion might not have
~ teken place., For the Santhals, land not only pro-
vided them with economic security but 1s also a
powerful link with his ancestors., No land, ia‘fakau
_possessian unless the spirit approves ;b"ﬁ-"”" .
Thus land for Santhal was an sncestral property and a spirit-

usal heritage.

(5.2) DEMAND AND GOAL OF THE SANTHALS: Generally the wkiters
on the Santhals consider this rebellion s a simple momen~
tal dissatisfaction and upsurge of the Santhal but it was not
the case. It was an orgenised and goal oriented action to

overthrow the exploited class for their sovereignty. K.K.Dutta

40. ¥ud. Culshsw, The Santhal rebellion, Man in India,
Ranahi ’ 25 { l»s December 1 945, pp.21 é | :
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writes: _
"The Santhal Rebellion was not &-'mere spasmodic cute
burst-of the erude instinct of the sami-savage San=-
thals, but the outcome of a long course of oppression,
"silently and patiently submitted to by these unsgo-
phisticated people unaccustomed to fight for theilr
rights in the legitimate way of their neighbours, The
rebellion ceme at a time when the destitution and su-
ffering of Samthals had resched an extremely highb1
level because of the moneylenders snd merchants®,%!
Culeutta Review also reports that the Santhals thus saw his
¢rops, his cattle even himself and family appropristed for
debt which ten times paid remsined in incubus upon him still.
The Santhals had got no solace or any help from the side of
the government, the Santhals harvassed by their landlords and
. 5VR YR .
exploibed,by(fffggaand could not get redress in the British

&Qurﬁ.kz

(5.3)ADMINISTRATIONS:

| Corrupt administration was not in any case prepared %o
listen the grievences of the Santhals., The court of law was
simply ment for zemindars end those who were engasged in the
celiection_of rents. The location of courts were far awey
from the hinterlands of Santhals, Bhagalpur and Deoghar
Courts were not easily.accessible for the Santhals, Amlahs

L1, ibd.

L2. Caloutta Review, 1860, pr.510=11.
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(Clerks), Mukhtiars (Plesders) and Peon sttached to the

Court were famous for corruptions, Apert from this the
Santhals were not knowing any lasnguage other than Santhali,.
thus éﬁ?gézu:asily cheated by the non<Santhal administratérs.,
Ingpite of these grievances Santhal did not immedietely indul-
ge in any violence but they repeatedly presented their meme~
rendums to the government, but government did not pay eny
attention to their demsnds, Their praﬁlemﬁ are clearly exe

pressed in their rebellion song.

that is =
Seheb rule is troubleful
Shall we go or shall we stay ?
Eating, drinking, clothing,
For everything we are troubleyl,

Shall we go or shall we stay ?AB

(5.4) EXPLOITATION MECHANISMS:

The bondage systems which were operating were the

Kamiottes and Herwshes. These exploitation mechanisms did

s

43+ V.0, sroher, Men in Indls, Vol. 1945, pp.218.
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not leave any freedom for Santhals.*® Rate of the land remt
was so high in comparison to the production that they failed
to pay rent in . ) time. The consequence of which was the
configcation of the land property of the Santhals, This con-
fiscation method is called Qoched. According to Ooched,

the lands of Santhals were called for auction on cheap rate,
the pgtchaserzof the lands ﬁerq ﬁainly the non«Santhal north
' Bihar£s§ This way moneylenders and ﬁhikkadafs became the
landlord of that area. Another system which was aiso in
vogue to appropriste the property of Santhals was Girwi method.
Through this method_{;imoneyienderﬁ g;;;;l;:;ggiuaed to keep
the ornaments, utenéila-and cattle of the Ségihals by paying
gome money to them on the high interest for a specific short
'period of time, If Santhels were fdiled to return the

money in tha€ period of time their property right would have

naturally lost.

Thus these deterrent and rapacious activities of money=
lenders and landlords and £oreignéré evoked the rebellious
potentianlity of the Great Santhals, This rebellion of
185557 ledvby the two brothers Sidhu snd Kanhu, They pro-

LiL. Kemiottee system: A man borrowed money binding hime

sell to work without pay for moneylenders wherever re-
quired till the loan wss paid, Harwshee gystem: Under
this system the borrower had in ad ion tO0 personal surs
vice, tr glough the moneylenders field whenever required.
till his loan was repaid., It was thus practically ime
possible for the borrower to repay the loan because his
service vere required during harvest time and other busy
seasons of the year,(J,Troisf, Tribal Religion: Reli-
gious belief end practices among Santhals,{Delhi,1978),

PpPe35s
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claimed that they had witnessed divine power and received

a message from his spirit, urging them to lead the rebe-
1lion, In the time of rebellion these two brothers appesaled
the Santhals that they should bring the past golden age
vhere they used to live in campa without any trcubla} This
message of rebellion passed to all the headmen of the tidbes,

(6) COURsSE:

All headmen orgenized the Santhals at different plsaces
to drive out the oppressors fremltheir land, Sidhu end
Kanhu sent a2 message tc¢ announce & meeting at Bhognadi on
30 June 1855, More then thirty thousand Santhals with their
bows end arrows marched towards Calcutta to overthrow the
British regime. A local Police Inspector Mahesh Lel Dutte
tried to resist them with local moneylenders but he was immed~
iately slaughtered with thelr supporters, Santhals cried
Hul ¢ Hul ! (Rebel, Rebel)., After a long battle between
the Santhals and the British, Santhals were eventually
crushed down within a period of two yesrs. Santhals with
their leaders suffered heavy casuality. Sidhu énd Kenhu
tried end convicted, This defeat is expligit in their ree

bellion song;
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. 8ido, why are you bathed in bloed,

«  Kanhu, why do you cry Hul, Hul}
For our-pecple ve have bathed in blood
For the traders thieﬁes,

Have robbed us of our land,’

| Thus the resentment and rebelliods activities of the

' Santhals continued throughout the nineteenth\century at a

| streteh., In 1871, there was a great wave of unrest through=

out Santhsl Pargenas and Birbhum éwing to appresaidn of the

Santhalé, which was agaiﬁ ruthlessly suppressed.

(7) CONSEQUENCES OF THE REBELLION OF 18
TEENTH CENTURY:

+57 OF NINE-

5

These rabelliené of Senthals were .partly successful and
partly unsuccessful, Thaée»rebellioas were eye oPenérs to the
British esdministretors. The fear of Ssnthals was so strong
in the mind of the Bpitish that they had forced to teke some
legal measure to improve thevcanditionsvef the tribes. These
measures were administrativé, land reformation and abolition

of some of the exploiﬁative mechanisms, First measure was

48.  WiGsArgher, ops, ¢it., pp.207, originals at Nos. 1505,
1490, 1495, 1497, 19k and 1480, G.C, Soren and ¥.G,
Archer, Hcr Soren (Dumka, 1943} History o6f the San~

thals Hul (Rebellion) of 1855, Menuscript by Digambar
Chakraverty , National Archieves of India, New Delhi,
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the setting of "Ashley Aden Inquiry Committee™ the report

of this inquiry Committee resulted in the formation of the
Aet XXXVII of 22 December 1855, According to this Act,
there became the formation of Santhal Pargenas {previously
it was Damine«i~koh) & nonersegulation district which was
placed under the Gommiss?ener of Bhagalpur.hév This new
district of Ehagalpur and Birbhum, lies between 23 48! -

25 19 North latitude and 86 28* - 87 57! Bast longitude.
It has an area of 14,129 sq. km.b7 This new district again
divided into Dumka, Deoghar, Godda, Rajmshal and Pskur under
a Deputy Commissioner and four essistant Commissioners for
administrative purpose. The Police Rule of 1856 introduced,
~sccording to which the headman of every village (manjhil and
the parganeit (head of a number of villages) “”4‘ given police
power., The Deputy Commissioner was given pawar to appoint
or dismiss a manjhi or pargensit., The syécem vhich intro-
duced was a noﬁ-regulstion system, this regulation system
brought administrator and Santhals together, The power of
Daroga (Police Sub Inspector) was sharply reduged. The

Lend Tenaney Act of 1855 passed. According to this Act

no land could be sold to non-Santhals by the Santhals. In
1858, Kamiottee bondage system was sbolished, But in no

L6, This Act, however, largely smended by the Act X
" of 1857 which slaahed down the district to a
smaller area,

~ b7+ Census 1971, serles 4, Bihar, part X-B, Primary cene
sus, Abstract, Santhal Parganas District(Bihar).
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ISEb Inééectoi) was sharply reduced. The Land Tenancy Act

of 18552;329ed. According to thié Act no lmd could be

sold to noﬁ~santhals by the Santhals. In_1853, Kamiattee
béndage gystem was abolishédQ But in no way these reforms
g}ﬁq%pravedffiﬁffective to solve the long a%andinglprablems
of the Santhals, After the failure of 1855-27 rebellion and
introduction of Stamp Law of 1863, eccording to which Santhals
were'made to pay ever increasing remt, dismissal of villege
headman and again the capture of free~rent land by the
rapacious landlords created a situation of helplessness

smong the Santhals. Deprived of their leaders, decimated

and starged by the government troops, armd finally fewid

of their éwn vidences and oppasibioﬂ,'the 3anthals gave ‘.
themselves up and.sued for peace.he Trolsi writes the cause

of this movement in the following sentences:

'"The feilute of the rebellion was,‘howeVer, gtill fresh
in their minds, They realized that the path of better eco-
nomic econdition through militant method was ¢losed and thus
¢ould not openly revolt against the British., This reali-
zation was the beginning of a new consciocusness which manie

fested itself in snother social movement c¢alled the Kherwar

48. Stephen Fuchs, Rebellious Prophet, (Boﬁbay; 1965),

+52.
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movement: This movement was motivated by the désire to
returnﬁidealizéd past of the tribal ihdependence:and glory
that it celebrated in Santhal myths". .

For Sart hal s, Kherwar is the ancient name of the Sane
thals and in their minds it is inseparably associated with
the golden era of their history, namely the time wﬁen
they lived ié ca@pa_in absélute independence4and had no rent
or tribute to pay for their leadersﬂES?virtue of their

office.so

. Several leaders of Kherwar propogated that the wor-
ship of bonga was the cause of the defeat of Santhals in
war. They should have worshipped Thakur tiu. Then the
- Santhals fkﬂt ‘guilty of -abandoning their supreme giod and

aj/l.w - «»"{-‘;_ P T F g v A
worshipping the splritsf b»-‘*~ﬁ¢> w,yi-:sc.»; el
, 51 ' R T i
:;:lfnr The most, important leader of this movement was

Bhagirath Manjhi who c¢laimed himself powerful Babaji and

announced that he could emancipated Santhals from the ‘
Oppressors if they worship one God Ram fii??% with purity.

L

L9. J Troisi, 'The Sarthals! in M.S.A.Rao's (ed) Social
. Movement in India, Vol.2,(Delhi: 1979). P13k,

50, Skrefurd, Letter to t‘.he Edltor The Statesman,
" Nov &, 1880. . .

' 51. Stephen Fuchg, op.cit., Pe53.
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This Babsji preached that the present oppression was g die
vine punishmenb for the ebandoning of th? worship of one
God Ram Cendo and turning to the venerstion of minor and

evil spirits (Bonges). This movement weskned whenqﬁhagim

G 9 wes

/:;‘

~ rath Menjhi gave a militanz turn to the movement .
immediately suppressed down by the British end Bhagirath tried
toe) eonvizkd, After the death of Bhagirath ﬁanjhi this sect
kept alive by the several Babajis who like Bhagirath Manjhi
¢laimed to be the emsncipator of the Santhals. Their claim
of prpph%y wés maintained beéause they also had got divine
message frcmnaaﬁ Cando to imporve the economic¢ ¢ondition

of the tribe,

In 1880, Dubia Gosain, a Hinduized tribal Santhal Sadhu
revolted agoinst British operation in the Santhal Parganaa‘area;

Once again there was an outbreak of rebellion among the
Santhals in the famine of 1897. This time Kharwar sect
split into three subesects: the Sapha'Hor, Samra and Babaji.sz
The mein spirit of these sects romained same. They éhared the
- ¢ommon vorship of Ram Cando. Llater Sapha Hor Sect became more
Sanskritiged eand exclusive., The mémbers of sapha Hor obsere

ved strict commensal norms which fbrbade them jyimeating
s , _ y

- 52. A Santhal Sect - The Modern Review, Calcutta,
31 March 1922 Pe 358.




in the houses of those who did nqt»beléng to the seetm53_
Xn‘193p and 1942 the Sapha Hor sect followed the ideology

‘of Mahatma Gandhi and took part in freedom movement.

(8) _MOVEMENTS AMONG THE TRIBES OF GHOTANAGPUR
CAUSE:

| Case of Chotanabpur tribes<awzm not very mueh differn
ent from the‘ease“of Sart hals of Santhal Parganas. The
British had the same vested interest in Chotanagpu;. The
foreign ruler announced that the tribesﬂ@&)not have their
1egal document s to prove the ownership of their land there-
fore the trites are not the original holders of the land.
Apart from this the British failed to understand the lan-
guage, culture and sentimeﬁt_of the aboriginals., For the
knowledge of the se people the British administrators relied_
on the 1andlords_and ignored the tribess5# The British rule
starts in this fegion from 1765, In 1793? the permanent
settlement\introduceu in Bengal,.so it naturally covered the -
region oflchotanagpnr, In 1806 the landlords and Maharaja

were asked to establish thana (Poliee Station} and recruit

53. T. Troisi J., op.eit, p. 133.

5k, Hunter,w.w., ! Gomparative chtionary of the None
Aryan Language of 'India and High Asia,(}ovw&ﬁ»pgéxfyspyz L
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the outsiders as Peliae foieerasss Like Santhals &he-
Mund es éhd Oraons did not get justice from the caurtvand
Police "they were neglected by thoir new masﬁera, aﬁprea&ed
by the aliens md deprived of the means they had fbgmer&y
-possessed of obtalning redrass&through their own maana.sé
S.0.Roy remerks in this context that "Unintentionally and
unwittingly in the transformation of communal dwnership of

the #&ilagea of the}abbrig&nalaq Communities inte individual
ownership mostly of the non-aboriginals and alien propricors".57
The Thikkadsars got the village on lease from Maharaja as

payment of their goods aml services, Some of the Mundas

were called Beth Begar. The Mundas and Uraons were disparate
they expressed their grief in these words "ouy lives are of

no value, snd being of one caste, let us stend fast to each

other and comuence - plunder, murder and loot,"58

A committee was set up to investigate and resolve the
problem of the tribes, Mr, Blunt a ﬁember of the Governor
General Council reported to the Government thaﬁ the nain
causes of rebellion vere the tyranny of the government

55. From (A eivilien), Memoir on the lami tenure and prin-
eiples of Taxstion, obtaining in the provinces attached
~ to the Bengal Presidency, Caleutta, 1832, and see also
Hunter =~ "",, A Brief History of Indian People, (23rd )
Gd.@ 1903395{&‘0?4)' pp.192*193.

56, Dalton, E,T, « Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal ,p.170,

57. 8.0, Roy, Aborigins of Chotanagpur, in J.B.0,R.S.,.
. XVII (1931), pt.IV, p.37h. ’ R

58. Cit, in 5.0,807, 0p.0it., P.201.
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offieinls and darogeh. These situationgcoused resentment
among the sboriginals, They rebelled against the landlords
in 1789, 1797, 1807, 1812, 1820 and 1832, 74832 rebellion
was wi&espreéd and violent. The Kols (Mundas and Oraons) in
their operation butchered the Hirdus, Sikhs, and Muslims
landlords,., The entirs Singhbhum was destroyed. According

to this report there should not have been any direct‘édminio‘
stration of the Eritish in this region; Thus on the basis
of his reporgga new system was insroduaed for administration
thset was called the Sowh-Western Frontier Agency and was
under tbe management of the agent to the Governo? General.

A head quarter of the administration wss established at
Ranchi, System of Civil Justice was introduced; Agents of
peace were sent to Chotansgpur to péeif% the tribes, Chotae-
nagpur was deq}aréﬁ;ag;ﬂon-regulation province. This none
regulation system was for the facilities of the administe
ration of that region, Ju@icial Ggg;t was &zfablished at
Lohardugga, Wilkinson as en agent ,@%\;peacel\tried_to pacify

- the Munda and maenkis by grerting them the individual ownere
ship of the land, But the Mundas and mankis now began to ast
as landlords. This created innei rift among the tribes theme
selvess The court of justice now started theﬂtrial'af ine

surgents which further created resentment among the tribes.



- 78 -

' The language which was used in the British Court was
quite unknown to the tribes, The amlshs and mukhtars were
in i‘avoizr of the non-tribes. Thus aboriginalslost their
cases frequentlys The ruthless exploitation by mbneylenders
prepofbianed higs interest not to the means of the borrowers
but to his needs, so that whetha: the borrower won the case
59

~or not, the fields were lost to the moneylenders, Some~
timer aboriginals did not like to go to the courts and tried
to settle their dispute in the village, in this case also
settlement usually endéd in.favour of lendlords. The years
went by,the oppression grew worse and during the administrate
ion of the Southewestern Agex’xey the greatest disturbances of
tribal peasants occt:ﬁzad.ég The available original reports
of the inquiry committee on the tribal probleme clesrly show
that absence of British control over the internsl admini-
stration_ of Chotanagpur led to the dispossession of the
aboriginals vwho were left to the mercy of the landlords and
the Zamindari Polic ce._.‘é1 The people of the district "suffer
much injustice ot the hands of the foreign middlemen intro-
duced by the Raja..62 According to the report of Mr,Ricketts
the main causes of the exploitation of the tribes were

59. .B. Hoffmann, Enc. Mund. Vol, II, PPa507=17.

60. Chot‘sanagpur Agrarian Report, Calcutta, 1890, Part II,
Pe2

61, Chotanagpur Agrarian Report, Part II, 1:.6.

62. Report citdd by RICKETTS in selection from the Records
of the Bengal government, No.XX, pp.14=15.



lendlords and thikkadars. So the British government re-
placed the Southe~west Frontier Agency by a Commissioner=
ship for Ghotanagpﬁr Division under the Lt.Governor of Ben<
gal. Reguler Civil and Criminal Courts ﬁere establish;d."
In_the beginning a simple set of rules to meet the special
needé of Chotanagpur was formilated for guidance of the
courts, but later thé laws and enactment in force in Bengal, ,
Bihar and Orissa, which was suited to the more advanced
people in those reglons, were 1ncrodﬁch into backward
Chotanagpur also. This added to the disadventage of the abe
originals, As a result, a reform which ¢ould have brought
relief to the abériginals was delayed.

In Dhanbed district, there were agents of labour fians-
port company, which recruited coolie tc sell them télﬁaurio
tus, Assam Tea plahtation and Cachar. Coolie wewe also
forced to work in the factories and they were pfcvided to
live in barracks whieh were conjusted hovels. They were ex-
ported under false pretention forged and cheated. Majoricj
of these vworkers were Senthals and Bhoomiz. Thousand and thou-
send of coolie died in the outbreak of cholera and pleague
in several factories, This kind of plight was common pheno-~
menon iﬁ‘the entire Samthal Parganas and Ogetgnagpur region,
Sir Meurice Hallet and Sir T.S.McPhesdon traced out the cause



of unrest and thét;is'highhandedneas of police officials

and léndlords;v Théy write that the Kols (Munda and Oraons]
‘throughout Chotanagpur within the last few years had their
rent increased by their thikkadars, samindars by 35 per ‘cent,
they had made the roads through the Pargenss without pay~

ment ¢ the labourers:

In Palamau distriet introduction of Sazwal system cre=-
ated a great dis%ufbanee,among the Cheros. Kharwar and Bhof~
tas also rebelled againét the British due to ssme reasons,é 3
Although Palamau district had its own different mechanisms

of the expleitatiens, vhich we will deal in detail.,

*.-n:Awabt Speaking of Rakumats (awebs) Mr,T.W.Bridge
writes in the final rapaft on survey and settlement : "Awabs
were the landloréé,'heing;aﬁle ﬁaitaké all that the holding

could pay in shape of rent”. The beger which the lendlords

topkjfram the tribes were'in following forms.

(1) Harai: ;”Every'raiyat gqssessing plough had to give harai
which is to plough the Jagirdar's khalsa field for three deys
in a year and the rayots were paid only three seers of any

gréin per day as bannei for doing this kind of §bﬁ:

2. Captain Daiton - letter No.252, dated December 22, 1857

" to the Lt, Governor of Bengal and letter No,21, dated
31st January 1859 from Dalton to the Commissioner of
Chotnagpur to the Secretary to the Goveriment of Bengal.



(41) Rogni: ‘At the time of trensplaentation of paddy, the
raiyats of a village had to attend to the Jagirdars or the
farmer's land before their own for a period of eight days.

(144) §§;§gg= During Dasshra festival the rayats had to pay
from Rse. 1 vo Rs.z to Jagirdars ar.zémindars.q The rayots
hed also to give a rupee as salami babuan for jagirdar's
gon and rnpea 88 salami thakurbari on account of wcrship‘
of the idol in Jagifdar?s héuse. A he~got was‘also taken

from eéch village.

(IV)EEDéwan Rasamk: if the illage was of the Jagirdar, the
tenaﬁt had to pay the Jagir's dewan at the rate of éng

pie on eaah_rdpee of the 7otal rent. If the village was
under {kkkq’ the thikkadar had to pay a diwah rasam.

(V) Musadi Kharcha: lWhén a rayat paid up his dues in
full he was granted a Farakatti b& the Jagirdar, for this,
~ thé charge was one anna generally, but in caselpf well«to-
do thikkadars,.one rupee was charged by the person who

wrote receipt.

(VI) Mohur Kharcha: Two annas to four annas were taken from

every raiyat at the end of each year by the men who stamped
the
recelipt issued to the tenants forkrent paid,



(VII) Gammi: It was a cess, which Jagirdars took at the
rate of one rupee per raiyat when any death occurred in the
Jagirdar's family., This was realized for funerallexpensés

- of the deceased,

(VIII) MukheDekhi: On the birth of a son or daughter to

the zamindars every raiyat had to pay at the rate of one

»

rupee for Liw7Z2( - the face of the newly born baby.

(IX) Beordaonachi: Jagirdar used to purchase a bull every
be

thiré year and the cost used to me 't by raiysts of a village

Jeintly.

(x) Bet-Begar: Whenever services of potter, carpenter
or blacksmith were needed, they had to work for the Jagirdar
and they were paid only three seers of grain for work.

" During the last survey operation Mr. T.W. Bridge
considered these gechanismé as exploitative. The most
severe explaitamgggfmethod which was common among the all
tribes of Bihar was Kemiottee System. The survey and Settle-
ment report of Mr., T.W, Bridge shows that under this system -
the landlord used to Keep & faifly large number of tenants
practically alavés for cultivating their BAKSHAT LANDS. The
holdihgzpf tenants were so¢ small and the rent so high that
they had to depend solely on the landlords for their .
employment during a portion of the year. In return for their
lsbour on the lands of landlords thesé uhfortunate tenants



used to get only three seera of kachi of paddy per head’
perday. According to Mr, Bridge the total number of such
slaves was about 60,000 and the remaining tensnts were the
half slaves in Palami. Mr, Sefton has given a full dis~
eription of the Kamiottee system in paragraph 265 to 273

of Hazaribagh District settlement report which is quite
applicable to any tribal region of Santhal Parganas and
Chotenagpur. This exploitetiv< mechanism was 8o severe that
. @ven government could not resist herself te¢ shed tesr on
the plight of ‘the tribes. Later @overnor of Bené@l péssed
T"Bi‘t‘ia:"and Orissa Kemiottee Agreement Act 1920, (Bihar

am Orissa Act VIII of 1920), This Act brought under operate
ion to maje provision regarding abolition of thia system,

Thug}thésé §evere exploitazié%@system created a
videspread éié@ontenb among the tribes. New the messures
were adopted by British to improve the position of the tribe
g“*,the government attempted to prepare the recordsdof the
right to lamd. Govemment official startgd to preparé the
documents vhich cont inued from 1860 to 1862 and again in
1869, this later attempt ° _ resulted in the Chotanazpur
Tenancy Act, (act II of 1869). This Act is also called the

Bhuinari settlement, ., - s Lieutenant Governor was
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directed to appoint Special Commissionor to implement the
Act. 'fhe_ Specisl Commigsioner was q‘émpowered to probe out
the claims of tenure, demardatzér‘«. the lend boundary and to~
prepere records of all the tenants specifying the conditions
to be fuifilled, the rent and' services to be rendered snd
the right end privileges to be enjojed. The Act mode
special previéi@n to enable everyene to file s suilt before
the Special Commissicner, But th,a foreign landlords in
serving their interests did not leave any stone unturn«to
defeat the aboriginals before court of lews Thig Act was

a failure, the high hopes of this Act were f‘af from being
completed and fulfilled., This sottlement and court system
genersted -\ loss of the lands of tribes more mnd more. The
anot har cause of the fallure of the law and Acts of the
British government in the tribal region lies in the fact .
that the British failed to understand the independent eco=
nomic, political end cultural system of the tribes. The
British whe practiced the private property system and lows
. which were suitable to their social matrix destroyed the

" tribal economic and political aystom of the primitives, Roy
writes "through inadequate knowledge of the British office
ials and their Indien sibordinates of the history of land=
holding in the district, ard the inappropriaﬁé application
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of the principles of English laws and ideas of landlordi=-
sm t0 a country vhere the history of.iéndholding has been
altogether different, inceslculable a mischief was done to

the aboriginel peasant properitoraaék

Cources of the Movement:

In these background several rebellion took place, Sar~
dari laral and Birsa rebellions were most militant among
them, After the mutiny of 1857, the Mundas turned to fight
against the landlords but Bvangelical Luthern missionaries
severed the relationship with violent Mundas . so they ¢ covdd
survive in that region, Failing to receive adequate misse
ionary suppert, the edéaated Mundas trained by the migsione
aries fought against the British,

In the mean time catholic missionaries entered Chota-

" nagpur, In 1885'G@Lievens, a Belgien CoHolis promised to
help them in landtrouble. This promise sttracted a lafge
number of tribes who were converted into Christienity. In
their cgursé of action, the Sardars submitted several memo=
 rendums, In 1885, memoin 12,000 Christisn submitted s memo=
randum, to the Lt.Governor, The main giSt of this memoran=
dum was to reclaim the lost lands. The sardars c¢ollected

subseription from the tribes to fight cases agains the moneye




- 86 -

lenders in court. But the lawyers Qeceived the sarders in figh-
ting the cases against moneylenders and' landlords, The:

lawyer anncunced thet the Queen of Englend hasgrented them
Chotanagpur as independent Kingdom, When Sardars came to

know about the actual situation that Queen isvnot sending

any order, then sardar was told by the lswyers that it had

come bu_m’ distroyed by the Luthern maaionaries. Thus all
sardars turned against the Lutheran Missiocnaries. Hence

their movement sgainst exploiters succumbed, the next very
o-rgfzmised rebellion which took place in Chotanagpur r'égior;

was that of Birea Munda., Birsa 1like Sidhy i and Kanhu claim-

ed himself the saviour of the Mundaa.'~‘:__;;=~
entire strategy to drive out the exploiters. Although Birsa

prophesiyed the

was influenced by the Hindu gurws snd German Catholic edu-
cation but he preferred to adopt old Munda religion: He
preached the Mundas that they sare ;"‘equired to wcfship one
God and must give up their sacrifices to multiple spirits.,
Birsa made suz"e‘b his followers that no foreign power c¢an con~
quer them,if they follow the 'Ten éammdments' whiqh in;
cludes to avoid theft, drunkeness, decption ete, He pro-
pagated that a day will come soon when the world of oppre~
ssors will be destroyed by natursl calamity. With this
religious spirit he fought against the British.ermy. His
aréa of .operation included Chalkand, Chutia, Singhbhum,
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Dumri Hill end several other remote areas of Chotsnagpur,
His army under the command of General Gaya fought bravely.
This war continued for five yesrs (1895+1900), Ultimately
he was caught in 1900 and died of Cholers on 2 June 1900 in
the Jall of Ranchi,

Bhagat Movemert g:

It was the timé when Brisa was activee emong the Mundss,
a religious movement took place smong the Orasons. The cause
of this movement was economks gnd consequenvyspiritusl de-~
pression gmong them, The Oraons leaders gnd followers of the
movement called ﬁﬁeir religion the Kurkukh or the original
reliaﬁdn of Graons. 9The Craon Bhagat promised their followe
ers not only the deliverance from the capricious or blood
thirsty tribsl spirits of whieh the Oraons were much afraid,
but at the same time rolief from expleitation by landlords.,
usures and various govarnmsnt otrieials. The Kurukh Dharam
that through devotion to one true God Bhagwan, they would
be able to obtain relief from their long stending egrarien
grievances and preveiling misery of their economic céndition.
Moreover, it was c¢laimed by the propegators of the new faith
that by its practice they would at the same time rise in
social status above their Christian rivels and beeome equal
with the Hindus who claimed social superiority‘énd looked down



dpori then with cén:bempt. Here too consequently the reli- -
gious aspect of the movement was intimately connected wfﬁh
social and economic 1n$erests.65Among the Oraons offﬂhété-
nagpur the name of Bhagat has come to&éppliéd as the distin-
ctive nome of a section of the tribe which subscribes to
the cult of Bhakti or loving trust in and adoration of diety
end observes certain rules of ceremonial lzna:z;i*w.66 The main
spirit of tﬂis movement is believe in salvation thraugh‘Bhakti-‘
marga of the way of devotion s practiced by the Hindus.
It is characterized by a large scale 1néorperation into
Hindu edeology of Hindu belief end practices. This move~
ment was so popular among the Orgons that it divided into
several sects such as Bacchi-dan, Bhagat, Tana-Bhagat, Nimhh,
Bhagat, Kebir Panthi Bhagat etc. Bacchi~dan Bhagats were
highly Hinduized than the other sects. Baschi-dan Bhagats
: nsed to give a cdlf to thetr Gurus in process of explating
their past sins md ceremonial impurity; Some Bacchiedan
Bhagats who take Vailshnava gosain as their guru ¢alled
themselves VishnueBhagat and they avoid to eat flesh.

All Bhagsts were required to xnaintain the rules of cere-
menial purity in food, drink and other habit8.67
Kabir Panthi Bhagats also involved the use of Hindu Gurus as

65. Stephen Fuchs, op.cit., i)p.- 5-36.
66. S. 64 Roy’ ‘9‘2 328 K
67. 890 Roy Va4 gborigins of Chotanegpnr, JGBORS Vol.XVIX,
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‘:Spi_ui?itual adt¥sor. In some areas several Oraons were theme
selﬁes Gurus..ée The main ideology of Kabir Panthi Bhagat

was Lo sbstention from worship of idols, intoxicating bevere
ages, eating of fowls, pige and exens, opposition to the wor-
ship of spirits and minor dieties, belief in single God, -

kindness to the living beings.>> |

Taun Tana Bhagat Moy

This is called original religion of the kurukh or
Oraan;vo The main thrust of this new faith is the tribal
spirits &d deities ﬁhom they had been worshipping wére not
helping them alleviate the social and economic illsto which
they had fallen victim, and indeed affirmed that these deit-
ies were responsible for the present state of degradation.
The Oraoﬂs were under the ¢pinion that this alien evil sgtriﬁs
have come from the Munda religien.‘ﬁhua} exorcism of these
foreign spirits were necessary for the Oraons. According
té this religion, recognition of one God and.worship of
Mahadeo or Bhagwan is necessary by Bhékti devotion and for
thet abstenstion from all impure things is necessary. The

69. S.C. Roy, 1928, Ibid,P335
7ef $.C. Roy, 1928, Ibid, pp.339-403,
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organized Hinduized and Christian cenversion, movement

' L. occihand
which took place among the tribals 3§i§99§‘in extreme eco«
nomic, social and political distress, Arya Samaj also
tried to convert the tribes into Hindus, But they failed
because orthodox Hinduism was quite difficult to be under=

stood and interpreted by the tribes.

In sum and substance we can sey that the impact of
the British and outsiders was fatal to the tribes of Santhal
'Pargenas and Chotanagpur. The present plight of the tribes
has its root in its historieal sebtings. The tribal commune
property system has been transferred into pri&ate property
system by the British, This private property system generate
ed strata of economic ¢lasses.: e.g. zamindar, thikkadars,
moneylenders on the one handAdisplaeed; diatitute peasant g
and agrieﬁlﬁural ldbour on the other hand, Thus the entire
history of the tribal movement is the history of struggle

between two opposed thaves! and thave~notes'.

These movement 8 though not very organiszed Sﬁt militent
one are the main source of inspiration to the struggling
tribes of the modern time. The failure of govements of the
tribes iies in the fact that the tribes lacked the expers
lence of war, they did naé have single centralized insurrecte

ionist leader while the British army was highly organized
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end discipiiﬁed with modern fire arms., Although these re-
béllions were widespréad in various historical period but:

one rebellion of one place was not well co-ordinated with

the rebellions of other place. Virtually these rebellions
;ere the rebellions of regional peadent communities vhich re-
presented a local system of moral, ecofiomic and social order,
Their sentiment was attached to fulfil: the basic need of
1life in a fixed geographical setting. Their sociel horizon
was entirely regional bond, They tried to preserve loecal
rights which werse ambede& in the local aoeiél gontract. These

movement s had religious coversge in one or other way.

The spiﬁiteaf religion was simply helpful in appeals
ing and‘organiaing the people. But the incorporation of -
religious element in the movemsnt was-dua to econonmic de-
privetion snd failure in war. Religious movement :
ocoured in a state of confusion end loss of orientation,
It vas the menifestation of alienation and powerlessness
of the tribes. Sometimed due to religious practices their
fighﬁing spirit backed from conerete action to an unknown
otherworldly ideal actionu‘ They left the hope that
theréhiscpéssibility of the creation éf selféealing‘aa
their own, They lost thelr creative concrete conscious =«

ness. They develope illusory structure of myth which they
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developed after the failure of rebellion, Thus all
religiéus moveménbs vere protest against the real suffer? .
| ing of the tribes.' Their religlous movements were éxpréw
ssign.0£ real eeononﬁé social distress géaa'a proof that
there is someth ing Easioally wrong, ﬁibh the modes of their
histarical existence. It was not a Hinduized movement
which was directed toward cultural integration, The exploi=-
ted tribes in a sense of confusion and distress tried to
adopt the world view ond life styla'af'a dominent sﬁpériar,
sconomic ¢ommunity. Thus the dominant exploited community
curbed the eoscrete fighting actiéh of the tribaels, 1In the
later phase of their movement, the tribals realized the
mistakes and adopted conerete political method to emanci-

pate themselves.



CHAPTER - IV

TRIBAL MOVEMENT
PHASE « II (1906-1982)

‘This phose of the tribal movement starts with the

spirit of politioal consciousness. The path which the tribes

- follawke%_to free themselves from misery and oppress~ '
1@&532;;afoundiy altered. This change wes marked by & shift
in emphasgis from socio-religious to the politicel aspeats.1
A systematic pélibical organigation, ideology and action proe-
gramme were incorporated into the tribal movement in the time
of freedonm atrﬁggle. Now the movement was led by the educate
ed class of the tribes, Tribal politics before this period
manifested itself in the form of insurrection, a spontaneous
manifegtation of their anger in different régiana. The re=-
volt was centered around the protection of the right over
land and forest. The rebellion of the first phase was the
rebellion of different regions which ceme in contact with -

one another to furmulate & programme of sction to achieve

1. Troiaing, The Santhals, in M, S.A.Raa, op.cit,
#p e | 36'
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their_freedém in second phase. They had been very much
influenced by the freedom struggle and personality of Maha~-
tma Gandhi. Some of the major tribes like Santhals, Oraons,
Bhils and gon&éntook part in it, Several Bhegats such as
Tana Bhagat Samphahor (Santhals), Haribaba movement among
Hos (1930) joined Gandhi's movement and tried to overthrow
the oppressors. K.S,Singh fiéggiq that many Bhagats become

| the_mgmbers and followers ofvf;dian Nétional Congress. They
have launchedlreformaéive programme basgd on Gandhian ideology
and joined the mainstream of national issues.z Another méin
force which was operating behind the awakening of the tribes
on the political level was the role of educated tribal and
nontribal local people. Thejrolgvof Christian Missionary is

" historic. Cross cutting for organization between tribes and
backward non-tribes (exploited low castés) took place in
protest of the egpioiters. _S;ratifiéationrsystem_waé visible
among the tribes by now , K.S5. Singh writes that é new middle
class eierged from among them in urban areas who agitated for
reservation Of~j0b8h They are also sensitive to the exploié
tation of their people as labourers in agriculture, mining and

3

industries. Their demands are c¢ouched in secular idioms.

2. K.S. Singh, "From Ethnicity to Regionalism : A case
study in Tribel Politiés and Movement in Chotanagpur:
from 1900 to 1975 in S.C.Malik (ed) Protest, Dissent and

. Reform in Indian Civilization,
3. K.S5. Singh, Eight Devraj Chanana Memorisl Lecture, Tribal

s

Transformation ¢t II Tribal Movement, “I.3. el SchovR Of Eermimmie

&WW)F'?%( , v f- 7
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New job opportunity, industrialization, unequal distri-
bution of land created a new stratification system among the
;ribésu Class antagonism emerged in thei§ eommuniﬁy due td
various economic and political interests. Government has
also considered tribes as a part of the larger programme of
national reconétrﬁction; As far as their present socio-
economic condition.is concerned iti@eteriorating day by day. '
The present tension and resentment among themﬁs“iin their

precarious socio-economic conditions,

(B) CAUSES OF THE MOVEMENT :

o . D
Exploitation of the tribes in the :zd. of moneylenders,

buréaucrates and landlo#ds~remained the cause of tribal move=-
ment in this phase as well. The historical development and
complex structure of capitalism worked as metropolis to the
.tribal satellite. Thus a_&ialectical conflict exists between
the tribes and exploiters. The complex structure of capita-
listic class has created both the wealth of the neﬁ and the

poverty of the vast majority of the tribals.

} It is clear from the emeperical evidences that tribal
areas of Bihar is largely ignored by the government.is still

the centre of expioitation_in Bihar. The underdevelopmént of

he AG. Fraik, '?he wealth and poverty of Nations', E.P.W.,
1970, ppo -"‘_( Ce N - Q/A
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tribsl ares is the cause of the dovelopment Qf‘the'eapitau
1ists of Santhal Pargenas and Chotanagpur.

(B«1)LAND USE PATTERN ;

Government has not teken sufficient messure to improve
the socio-economic condition of this ares. Lend use pattern
~of Chotanagpur and Senthal Parganas pletesu is different
from the rest of the state of the total area of theaé two
regions 45 per cent is not cultivable as about 28.65 per cent
covered by forest and 6.79 per cent is classified as barren
end over 5.7hL per cent has been put to noncultiveble use,
Fermenent pasture covers about 1,5 per cent of the total land,
The net sown area accounts for only 18.6 per cent and the
Le96 per cent is dessified as cultivable waste. The future of
modernizetion of agriculture is dark there. Irrigation is
bosed on rein 85 per cent of rain is received between Juns
and September, On account of this reason entire Santhsl Pare
genas and Chotenagpur are mono aropped area. The rain water
is not fully utilized for irrigstion due to undulating terrsin
which éanaoﬁ contain water, Thus the per eépita land end
production is much lowsr in comparison to the other parts of

the state.



- 97 -

-

Irrigation Fecilities, 1972-73

A

S.No. Source Area irrigated in As per total.
. Jharkhand =~ irrigated in
{in 000 acres) Bihar by this
sources
1. Canal 55 . 2.0
‘2. Tubewell 24 145
he . Well 101 194
5. Others 197 ' 13.1

6. Total 497 7.2

Source: Directorate of Statistlcs and
Evaluation Bihar, :

(Also cited in Nirmal Sengupta, Class Structure in
Jharkhand, National Labour Institute Bulletin, July-
August, 1979, pP.226).
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Arg? érrigabed bydall Sources

Districts T 1931 197
Santhal Pargsnas 173 3.6
Singhbhum k7 3.9
ﬁamaribagh | Py A 2.1
Ranghi 0.2 2.1
?alamau 11.0 16.0
Dhanbad N.A 241

Ail Bihar 17.9 19o5

&  Percentage of gross 1rrigated area to groes
cropped area = Table of all districts

District Census Hand books 3961

a2  Percentege of irrigated arez to net sown
ares Agriculture) Census, Bihar 1971.

The intensity of cropping is very low hardly the 3 pet-
cent of the new sown ares is double c¢ropped es sgzainst the

state average of over 30 per cent,

Apart from agriculture, the tribes of these two regions
eern their livelihood 4in different ways. For more detailed
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analyeis, the tribes could be put in the following economic

categcries.s

(B-2) (4) Landless sgricultursl Labourers
(41i) Primitive/Shifting Cultivators
(111) Artisen Groups

(4v) RNomadic/semienomndic groups/food fathers
end hunters, o

.{¥)} Urben and Industrial wage labour

Thies cstegory consists of advanced settled agricule
turiata whose holdings ere not, productive these groups ere
sufferfng from (i) alienation and encroschment of their land
by migrant groups and well to do tribals, (ii) Chronic
indebtedness becanuse of lack of credit facilities for proe
ducetion and ccnsumptiou facilities for improving sgricultural .
facilities, (411) lack of omployment during lean seasons,
(4v) low return for their agricultural produce.

The percentage of landless lebourers is increasing day
by day. The cause of which is massive displacement of tribes
from land as well s&s from traditional sgricultural industries.

5. K.B.Sexana, A Report on Tribsl Development in Bihar : An
Appraisel, Bihar Tribel Welfare Research Institute,
Ranehi, 15?5. |
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Agrarian sector is not sble to absorb such s vast number of
labourers. In one decade the percentage of sgricultural worke
ers has incressed from 9 per cent in 1961 to 28 percent in

39?10

8.36} 1.¢iéaéif1aét15n o »Yééra
1961 1971
1.  Cultivators : 78.11 . 63.93
2. Agricultural Labourers 954 28.64
3.  Mining, Quarrying, Livestock ste. Lg19 2.13
b Household Industry 2.40 2.13
5.  Manufacturing otherthan housee 1,09 1.09
. hold industry _ o
6. Construction 0.33 0.13
7.  Trade end Commerce - 0.27 0,12
8. Transport, storage and 0.33 0.57
Construcstion

9 Other Services 3.74 2.02

Source ¢ Census Data



Sauriya Paharies, Hill Khahlas, Asurs, Parhaiyas
end Korwas come in this category. They practice slash snd
bﬁrn cultivation method to grow maize end pulses. The major
problemsof thisegroup asre {i) lack of drinking water,
{4i) high incidence of disease like T.B.,'Goiﬁra, Malaria,
Leprosy and lack of medical feoilities,

(B~254) ARTISAN GROUPS:

The Mohalis, the chickberaiks, the Lohars, the Karmelis
can be put into this cstegory, Mshalis are basket mekers,
chiksafaiks are weaver the Lohar and Karmalis esre iron emith
or tool makers. Asur melts iron 3ﬁd makes iron tools. But
their houschold industries sre deelining day by dey. The main
cause of the deeliaing {ndustry is due to laek of raw materisls
and failure in competition with advanced tachnology and
low return of production in the market. These situations
compelled the artisens to leave their traditionsl Johs'and

to join the work of unskilled labourers.,



S.Ré. “Treditionsl artisons T Hoﬁsahel& Inﬁﬁétries :

| | 1961 197
1. Chiokbaraik 11.64% 5.62%

2. Karmald | 5.63% 7.57%
3, Lohra | 22.96% 19.88%

h. HMohali 31.64% 25 .93%

Source : Census Report

(Be2:5]

END HUNTERS:

Birhors, Korwer end Pershiyas come in this category.
They are in this condition because their Utkar land 4s
alienated by the outsiders Birhors end noméds. by and lerge
depend‘@n the hunts of wild enimals snd produce of jungle

" @8 honey, medical hurbs, fruits, roots and prepsre rope

from the bark of trees and sell them in local villege markets.

Korwas snd Parahiya also lead their life as nomads

and hunters due to alienation of their Utkar land.6

gemi-bonded labourers cslled sewakias for a fixed period of

B, Utkarland « This lend system is similar to Bhuinari
and Ehunkatti land system.

They are
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time of the yesr. K.B. Saxena reports that during the

lean period, they aslso room around in the forest in search

of roots, fruits and tubers for conumption end pleces of
firewoed for sale to aupplemsnt ;heir income. The problem

of Hill Kharie is more soute, they have no land for cultivat-
jon end no assured supply of food or source of income, their
settlement lacks basic social services like drinking wﬁter,
8ll weather house, difficulty in getting raw materialsvfar
their crafts and lack of remunerative priée for forest produce

which they-aell.

(Be2:5.A) FOREST BASED PROBI

The totel arsa under forest in Bihar constituted 21,4
per cent of tﬁe totel geogrephicsl area of the stete in
1963/6L. Forest in Chotanagpur constituted 80.7 per cent
of the total forest ares of Bihar during the same period.

35 per cent of the géngraphiaal srea of Chotanagpur is edver~
eé.by forest s is evident from the teble given below:

7. K.Ba Saxena’ Gpt 01‘5;‘[”?05‘



« 104 «

Forest area in percentege of the total district.
Area end in percentage of the Total S5e¢ate Forest Area
(1955 to 1964)

D?s@:ictgv % of the Total District Area g oﬁastaﬁa
Hazeribagh L3.6 48,1 235
Ranghi 26,8 25.7 126
Palamau . 63.5 5040 17.2
$inghbhumn 514k b6 .8 1.2
Dhanbad 16.7 1544 17.1.
Senthal Pargenas 23.4 _ 23.7 9.1

Chotansgpur h2.6 39.7 20.7

Source: Chief Conservator of Forests,
Bihar Government.

But the collection of food, fruits, raw materisls from
forests have sleo baen restricted through a variety of adminie
strative checks vhich restricts the availability of food and
- reduces income. The policy of government is not in favour of
the. local tribels, who solely dependion the forest for theoir
livelihood. It will be seen from the below mentioned fact
that even after independence the government proposes to Cone
tinue the policy followed in the British Rule to protect the
forest from the people and not for the people.
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SURVEY OF THE FOREST LEGISLATION AND

(B.215.8) HISTORICAL
THE TRLBES :

Before the advent of the British Rule in Indla, there was
only the customary regihlation of the peoples right over fore-
ste and forest produce but now the British capitalist governe
ment understood the commercisl value of the forest and mede
gome Acts to keep under e position. The first Act which
came into existence regaxd%:§ﬁ§erest is known as Government
Forest Act 1865. This Act wka*fﬁggat‘thg Government c¢an declsre
any land which is eovered with trae should be considered
ag forest (Section « 2). This Act also suggests the purish-
ment to the offenders of the rules because this Act empowers
ed the government to maké the rules regerding the preaéra
vation of the forest, Section-~12 of this Act laid emphasis
on the eheck<$ﬁ the abusges of power by the Police and Forest
Cfficers on local forest dwellers, 'But this Act was not suffe
icient, hence Act bf>1865 was annuled and & new Actvwas intro-
duced this is Indien Forest Act, 1878, BAccording to this Aot
Forest wes divided into three parts (i) reserved forest, ‘
(1) protectad fotasts and (4ii1) villege forest. This distine.
ction is meinly based on the peoples right over foreést land
snd produce, iForest Settlemsnt Officeryhed been sppointed to
inquire into end determihe the existence, nature and extent of
people's right over_:" land within the limits of reserved
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forestas. According to Sectione21 of this Act, the local
govérnmént was empowéroddta‘make rules to regulate and pro=-
h%bit‘certsin acts invpratéauad foreats and to notify any
forest or surveyed lend as‘prctectéd forest, T.bection=27 em~
powers the locsal governmenb to declare any forest which is

not reserved forest ss village forest. Apart from this Act,
some regulations were made which prohibited certain Acts de-
naging nonsgovernmentsal trses end property. 1878 Act (Section
61)'providea the provision of punishwent for the fereablaffen-
ders, Section-2a(e) prohibites the xllegai bufﬁing of lime or
charcoal or iemoéal of any forest produse, felling of trees,
eleaning] junge for cultivation grazing field for cattle or
cleaningﬂphe jungle for éulaivati@ns;_ The Local Governxent made
a lot of loecal rules and regulation regerding the forest

under Act of 1878, but some of the parte of itégzaified, re«
pladed and enlarged by the Indien Forest Act, 1927, Accorde
ing to this Act, Forest Settlement Officer was empowered to
settle the right over forest land of the locel people., A
special»pravisicn regerding shifting cultivation was unders=
taken for considerstion. OSection«19 of this Act reads that
the Government can issue the order of prohibition or permission

s

of the shifting cultivation in s particular forest ares. 7ic
Duty on timber snd other forest produce was intrcduead’ﬁuﬁct
of 1865 had already made the provision that offender dan be

arreated without issuing any warrant , 4t -~ continued till
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1978 but 482 orea was limited in the Act of 1927. Now the
péwéra to arrest without waerrant was limited to specific |
cases. The Government of India Act 1935, was passed by the
Bpitish Parliament which gave due g.f“ﬁZ?? ;0 the Provinciel
Logislature. Hence the regulations oohearning'forast was
inéluﬁed in provincial legislation., Now it was clasr anoughin
law snd its proctice that clearing of jungle for cultivation,
herding cattle or eny misuga of forest Zﬂicﬂlm%%?gﬁfence in
thavPravineial Legislation, Therefore the Act of 1927 remained
1dea1vrrama of rule 6§§£%rastry throughout the British Raj.

As far as legislation regarding forest in Independent Indisn
constitution is concerned 1£ oled! not made any mark difference

with the Bpitish legislation.
(Be215.0) THE INDIAN QONSTITUTION:

T Forest Act was placed under state list in éha 7th Sche=
dule of Indien Gonstitution til1l the 41 amendment. But it was
transferred bolggacurrenﬁ list in 42 emendment in 1976. Accorde
ing to this amgﬁdmgnt the Power of atatafggrtailed over forest
by the promulgation of the Forest GConservation Ordinance {issued
on October 25, 1980, No.17 of 1980). This ordinance prohi=-
bited the stete government to transfer sny forest land fér
non«forest use without the prior permission of the Central
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Government. HNow this ordinence has bsen canaidefed a8 an
Aot Ho.69 of 1980 by the Paerliament.

(Be235,.D) THE PARLIAMERT 3

In the current Sassﬁon (March 1982) of the Parliement
the Forest Bill of 1981 has been discussed for app?éval; This
bill is highly controversial in the Parliament snd outside of
the Parliasment, The bill is still to be epproved. This bill
defines forest as eny lend containing trees, Shrubs, Pasture
land and eny land vhatsoever which the state government mey
by notification declere to be forest for the purpose of this
Act, Seotion 2 defines the foreat_produce like tree, leaves,
flowers, fruits, T "~-~_all types of grass, craepere£j§§chids.

ti Section 10 is related to the practice of shifting cultivation.
The State government is empowered to prohibit the shifting
cultivation, n.Section«30 is concerned with the proviaian of
the punishment for the offenders., New punishment is rigoro-
us, Section=34 prohibits the removél of sny forest produce
or breaking up or cleaning the trees;mSeoticn-hz empowers the
stete government to make rules for regulating %ha‘management
aﬁmfillage'forest. The state governhent can regulate or
prohibit the breaking up or cleaning up of land and tree for
cuitivetion or auy other forest produce of the village. 7iSecte
ione 43 é;;g; that no court of lew shall be lisble to question
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the regulstion ond praﬁibition under Section=42. Apart from
theée provisions, forest affieers have been éi?aﬁ immense
power to tackle . the effenﬁera. Under this iAct, any
Farast‘@fficar or Police foieet méy without order from sny
Magistrete ¢an arrest the offenders. TiSection « 109 has been
made to check the misuse of pﬁﬂe?'by the Porest 0fficers

but it has been further protected by "no sult or criminasl
prosecution or sny other lsgal proceeding shall lie ageinst
any public servant for siything done by him in Goddfaith
(Seatianstzsls.'

(B~2,5,8} EXPECTED RESULT

| e
ffter the survey of these Acts we find thet view of the

Government of Indiails not very much different from the
British Government.n.8overnmsnt is still uneble to cheeck the
abuses of Power done by the buresucrsts and Police, The bill
provides harsh punishment for the geaplefgiﬁ for the forest
officisls. Protection of forest meens the cosoperation of
locsl people which Government officials ean not do. "The
provieion in raayect‘ﬁf’rQServed forests are very harsh snd
unrealistic stleast in one respect. These speask of personal
elaims over lands and forest produce., Many of these rights

espeeially thosc connected with forest produce enjoyéd by

8. Sarad &u&karni, "Encrcashment on Forests i Governmant
varsus people”, 0 : .y, Vol.XVII,
He- 3, 3anuary 16 - ppaﬁﬁmﬁ,. Gee elso Toratism not
the ﬂnswer” by 8 Special Correspondent), EPW,Vol XVI,
NQQB $ Sep g, 19
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.t:ibes as groups. The procedure iﬁfinviting e;aims with
evidence presupposes a highly literate and conscious comm=-
unity which does not exist in the forest afeas of the
country -~a~~;. It is also necessary to put restriction on
‘Forest Officer's right to seize;property_and especially to
arrest persons without warrant'.? Special correspondent of
EFW'is of the opinion that symbiotic felatianship with the
forest is crucial for the tribes but this bill does not des-
cribe it. Thls proposed bill make them alien in their own
habitat thelr encroachment, hunting, fishing and . J to
10

the forest for their basic needs. Three organizations from

Maharashtra - Shramik Sanghétana, Dhule, Bhoomi Sena, Thane,
. onR. -
and Kashtakari Sanghatana, _. " . of the opinion that

this bill can lead a disaster to the trlbals.11

Dinman re-
ports that forest official, contractorsvand lepal industr;a-
lists are more responsible for deforestation than the Adi-
vasis.12 'The Illustratéd Weekly of India! subgtantiates this
view indepéndently. The essay "corrupt merchan;s,'and offic-
ials" reads that the need for forest is better understood by
the tribéfs; whose livelihood depends on it, than by the
Forest Department, Yet the tribals get a raw deal from the

9-' Ibid, Ppe. 55 & 59. . 7 _

- I‘t“ - [ Ke- WMANQJL
10. L ~é it .&éﬁﬂj QXvs)qz\qg{’s pp°1‘47
11. IBid

12. "Jungal Ka Kanum", Dinman, Feb,28 <«March 6, 1982;
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Officiais who are often‘handeinoglgve with local timber
merchants," '3 Majumdar writes inf?épart that the Forest
Bill, fer from being & departure from the Forest Act of 1927,
merely ensures a large share of the pie for forest Officlals
from ths profit resped by timber merchants, Paper Mill Quners
and.athersﬂ;1b ﬂacently; Prem Shankar Jha has given atrong
critical view on this bill. He writes that the new bill, which
is intended to replace the Indien Forest Aect 1927, will come
plete the destruction of the fow remaining forests in the
country, elienate millions of the tribals and other poor peope
le permenently from the rest of its, people and push many of
thgm\evar the brink of rebellion ageinst a goverﬁmant that
they have neﬁer known except ss cruel oppressors. The most
disturbing gecture of this new bill is the faet thet the
agent for enforcement of the law will coantinue to be the same
forest officers and forest guards whose venality has made it
| possible for repacious contractors and timber thieves to
destroy the forests of this country with absolute impunity in
the last thirty yeara.‘s The Adivasis of Chotenagpur and
Santhal Pargenas live at the mercy of Forest Officials with
‘the roZ:ction in the forests, §here is growing immeserfization

13. Madhumita Majumdar, "Corrupt Merchants, ¢and Officials",
The Illustrated Weekly of India, Vol.C IXI,9, March
1420, 1982, PPelsles , ' : .

4. Ibid, pp.k5. See also, "Tortured Himalsyas" by Achilles
Olympus Mafrokordatos. The Illustrated Weekly of India,
Vol .CIX1,9 March 14-20, 1982, pp.hS.

15. Premchankar Jha, 'The proposed Forest Act : IeA Paras
diagm of Misguided Legislation', The Times of India,
'ﬁareg 1# 1982, and I1I1- Forest Policy at erossroads,

areh, 15. : :
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of Adivasis: This has resulted in a large scale distress,

out migration and their subjection to bonded and s2eme bonded
16 |

labour.

(B-2:6) URBAN WAGE LABOUR IN THE MARGINAL SECTOR:

~ This section consists‘of the grouﬁs of triba; grrws
who are uprooted from land as a resulﬁ of‘indgsttialization,
mining development, loss of traditional occupations, land
alienatién and keen pémpetition‘in egricultural emplaymeﬁt‘;
- These people who have not been gbsorﬁeé.in the organized sect-
or '..’ are engaged in merginal urban occupation like rickshaw
pu;ling,“domestigAseryiqe, coolie oargpullérs; fag picking
ete. The major problems which this coﬁmunity facegin this
sector is (1) dincidence of child labour (ii) uncertain
and minimum wége,. {1i1) nature of work is casual, (iv)

lack of housing and unhygenic condition of health.

e

(C-1) MINES AND INDUSTRIES

Jharkhand is developing fast but not the people of
Jharkhand. Chotanagpur and Senthal Parganas together
account for only a fortieth part=—(2.5 per cent} of the

16. Sarad KulksFiiy EiRJM., op.eit $u590.5C,
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total geographical area of the country, but moré than a

fourth part of the totelity of mining activities in the

country is performed in this small region alone,

Production of Minerals,1970

Total

(in_value)
S.Ho. Name of Minerals All Indis Total P.C.Production
_production , — ,
(reddne) §5SER dEET G2t
neral :
product= Bihar
' ion
1 2 3 b 5 6
1. Copper 3748 0,77 100,00 nil
2. Kyenite 261.1 0.54 85.0 nil
3. Quartzite 16,0 0.03 - 60.5 5.3
bo Mica (crude) 207 4 Ol 58.5 Neg.
5. Asbestos 2141 0.04 53.0 nil
6. Apatite 9.8 0.02 L2.6 nil
- 7. Coal 29292.7 54,27 445 nil
8. Sand 10.4 0.02 37.3 nil
9. Fire clay LL.8 0.09 33.0 Neg.
10, Beuxite 176.6 0.36 32.4 nil
11. Iren ore 3680.1 7.59 22.4 nil
12. Limestone 2302.3 7.59 22.h nil
13. Mangenese ore 771.9 1.59 0.6 nil
14. Pyrite 56.3 0,12 - nil 100
15. Other Minerals 12733.9 26.28 - - 4.37
16. 48LLT7.6  100.00 27 JI7* 0.47

% Figure excludes vélﬁe worth i.15 per'ceﬁt accountable
by other minerals produced in Bihar which the distri-
bution between Jharkhand and the rest of Bihsr is not

available* L almn At nd 2w M C _smmsiend &

A Ade

w AN\
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Heafly'a:fifth pare afjtzbsl public sector, invest-
ment in industrial,ac&ivitiea ?Allacated in this region. 1n
.the Private Sector, beinking with TISCO and TELCO factories
'ot‘» the TATAS, there are several big, medium snd small induste
riel units located in this regioen, The aluminium factori 41
Muri, copper plant at Ghatshila, lead smelter at Tund) ™
Ursnium mining at Juduguda and mica industry at Giridh have
strategic importance. Railﬁay has been operating in bharia
Coal Field since 18%4. In fifties the Damodar Valley Corpors
ation, Fertiligzer Plant at Sindri, the Heavy Enginaering‘Faeta
ory at Renchi end the biggest Steel Plant of Asis at Bokaro

have been established,

(G-2) IMMIGRATION PATTERE:

During the past one hundred yesrs thers has been more than
four times inecrease in the toéal populétion of this region.
Thé process g? immigration has increased the rate of populate
ion growth in this region alsc. Here the case study of 1951~61

census reports is a cleercut evidence of it,

Immipgration from outside Bihar

S.No. Immigronte : 1951 - 1561
o - - {in thousands)
1+« Punjabis » 30 - 57
2+ Marwaris’ _ g 12
3. Gujaratis , . 8. 18
L. Telugu speakers 18 . 36
5. Temiliens 6 15

6. Bengalis 7.2 (lakhs) 7.9({8akhs)
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Immigrants from within the State

- The number of Bojhpuri are 113 thousands, Maithili
speaking people 16 thousands, Chattishgarhi 9 thousands

Bilaspuri 2 thousands.

&

A Comparison between Jharkhand snd the rest

of Bihar.
S.No. ~ Jherkhend  Rest of
o Bihar
1.. Géographical area as - &b 54“
- P.C, of State Total - _
2. Total Population 142 Le21
- no. (in crores) , -
3. Total as P.C. of Total 25 75
~ Sgate POpulation ‘ -
k. Population of Seheduled 14 65
_ Oasﬁe'fin IERHB) “
5. Pepulation of S.T. T L6 b
. {in lakhs) '
6. Total Scheduled populaca' k2 16

ion as P,C. of populaticn
of that region

Source : Census 1971

{Also cited in Nirmal Sengupta,op.cit«p;219)
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L4

(C-3) GROWING CITIES AND TOWNS

The number of towns in Chotanagpur, Santhal Perganas
region has increassed from 13 in 1901 to 34 in 1951 end then
to 96 in 19?7; The totsl urban population in Jharkhand area
has inoreased from 13 lakh 4n 1961 to 23 lakh in 1971 and it
i3 expected by the recent census report ¢hat population ls
going to exceed more than 35 lskh, The main cause oé this
urbarn devalopment and immignanﬁmie due to new and maﬁb attpae
stive opportunity of jobs in the private and public induatrie§.17
Jne may notice a.compatiﬁidn betuwsen out siders and Jharkae
hndia fbr-jobxih several industrisl comploxes, Vhere Jharkhe
anﬂia arg‘easily defacted, It i3 proported thet in a,singla 
week following the nationalization of Coal Mines in 1971,
nearly 50 Ehausanéldharkhandi mine workers lost thelr jobs
and were replaced by people from Bhojpur region. After the
nationalization of Cosl Mines the Jharkhendi workers in

mines became an extinct aategary.18

17. N.Sengupta, The Destitute and Development t A &
of the Baurd Community in Boksrs Steel Region
{unpublished)

18, N.Sengupta, Class Structure in Jherkhend,
Labhour nstitn‘ba Bulletin s v@l 05 3 No 57"8



7.
/ﬁ4%gh;{§}ﬁoa Industriel Category No. of Workers S;C,&S.To
Total 5.0 B of
R i; Mining =and Quarrying 250,104 79,912 32

2. Household Industry 112,295 40,151 36

3. Other then household 213,748 43,249 - 20

Industry '

4. Construction 42,275 10,500 25

5« Trade end Commerce 145,100 ‘6,781 5

6. Transport cte. 102,620 23,815 23

7. Other Services 245,026 65,131 27

50b¢19

Share of 5,C, and 5.7. has besen roduced draatie
gally after the nationalization of Coal Mines

in 1971,

Smxrge 3 1971 Census

The ten per cent (roughly spesking) immigrants in
Jharkhand appropriete more than £ifty per cent of industrial

Mejority of the Jharkhandis are slum dwellers, une

skilled and casusl lebourersin industrisl complex. L.P.

Vidyarthi reports in s ¢ose study of Hatia industrisl conme

19. Sengupta, Class Structure, p.223.



S.No, Name of the Project Land‘écquired

. {In acres)
2.  Adityapur -3#,#32
3. Bokaro - 34,227
k. Koel Project {in the process) 45,112
5. Subernarekha 85,000
6. Tenughat 97,843

Total | . 3,04,325 |

The land is acquired under the central law of land
acquisition for a 'public purpose'. The acquisition of
tribal land for coéperative housing colonies showsthat
the term 'Public Purpose' has not yet been correctly used.
To deprive poor tribals of their lands and home inorder
to provide land on lease to the middle class bureaucracy
is neitherﬁigublic,purpose' nofb?éocial Justice'. It is
decidedly worse if, not only officers but also contractors
and businessmen are alloted land in co-operative housing
-colony as reported at Bokaro where they have built Palatial
House and also let them out on rent. Patratu, Tenughat '

Super Therman Power Plants and Karo-Koel Project replaced
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'y&ax of Renchi city that 57.8 percent tribal 1ndnatr1a1

/- |
/workers are slum dwellers. The number of slum dwelling

> |
.. 8,850 at Dhurwa end Hatia. They are uprooted

égrﬁcultural labour force. Women labourers are also increase
ing day by day. Trey deily come to Ranchi from their villsge
An quest of daily wage. .36 per cent of the total esrning

women are wage earneras in‘Ranehiazg

- During the first three Five Years Plans more than
50 thoussnd Scheduled tribes and 10 thousand Scheduled
Castes families were uprooted from their own sncestral homed
to teke lend available for the construction of Publie Sector
end Ppivate Seetorfwgausing volonles. Iif 2 complete éecounﬁ
is maintained of scquisition of tribel lands in this area
government acquisition mey far exceed the slienation caused
by the individual with the sdded disadvantege that no legal
protection is availeble against it,

20, L.F.Vidyarathi, "Agpects of Tribal Labour Force in
Chotanagpur®, fha Tribe, Published Quorterly by the
Tribsl Hesaarch Institute, Udaipur, Vol.VI, No.3,
Docember 1969, pp.54=55. . \
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/
a large number of tribal'ﬁeople. Koel=Karo Thermsl

Power Project of Siﬁghbhuﬁ district eimed to destroy 200
villagaa.and o T &S,UDO acres of asgficultural

'land for the construétien of a.reservmir. The capacity of
Koélwxarn.is 732 megeﬁatt of aleétrieiﬁy, which will
fagilitate the industrial production. This ares,
comparising = helf of Bihar state end only 2.5 percent of |
the whole country produces 90 and 7 per cent of total electe
riceity genersted in Bihar and Indis respéccivelya» The perca-
‘vita consumption of electricity in Jharkhand srea is possibly
the highest in the country, but it is not for the tribals
and loesl inhsbitents.

Gons . _Electricity i1
other areg
o ~ Percapiis comsumption  Froportion of
Region . of eleetricity village electrie
‘ 1972373 (KWH) f}aditill March
Rest of Bihar 19+5 , 20,1

411 India ' 9643 27 3%

%* Till March 31, 1974
Souree: Bihar Jtate Electricity Board.
(Also cited in Nirmal Sengupte, op.cit. p.228)
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Regently, a Coel Bearing Areas Acquisition Act came
inﬁc scene, The government of Bihsr has protested ageinst
the provision of the Coal Bearing Areas (scquisition and
development) Act 1957, and provided several suggestion to
improve the condition of tribee who hgvefgzéplaced from coale

nine areas. 22 But the suggestions are still on pspers.

Reeénnly, two cgses of tribel dissatisfaction have come
into seeéa'; (1) the project tiger and {ii) the microwave
tower; (1) The Project Tiger is a special éavq - Tiger
Projeet at Betla. The total ares of the project tiger in
Betla is 924 sq. km. At present there ere 30 adult gigers
end 12 cubs in Betla, Betla receiveds39 lakhs in the Sixth
Five Year Plon. But the tribalas are not allowed to plick
wood, felling bamboos. Particularly the wild destroy crops
worth Ra. 2,0000 a year. The Adivesis are also dissatige
fied over the compensation to them for cattle killed by
enkmals. Sometimes the wild animelskilly the inhebitant of
that srea. The Adivasis are demanding s eompeﬂéatian of
R8.2,000 besides medical expanaes.. Recently, Biher Governe
ment has announced that fs.10,000 would be paid for people
 killed by wild animalsgza (14) The microwaver tower i
Aacording to officiel sources the state government without

22, Coal Bearing Areons Aéwuiaition Aet s Biher for Ameﬁd-'v
ment, The Times of India, August 15, 1981,

23, See Probe, November 1981.
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P

;@ ?%w to the Ministry of Communication for constructing the
i ' ; ‘

//f microwave tower. This eonstruction work = the rights
7/ of tribes over land. This appropristion of land made the

< MW

tribea T  which resulted in the complete destruction

of the entire project. Another resson of this agitetion was
caome into light that this is a sacred plece {(Sukumburu hill

60 km away from Ranchi) for them.z&

| Pragatishil Vichar Manch (Progressive Study Group) at Nirschae
tti, Dhanbad orgenized a one day seminar on September 6,19891
to ihvestigata the impact of rapid mechanization of cosl

mines of Bihar. They come  to the conclusion that mechanizate |
ion is simply to boost the production but it will reduce
‘employment opportunities. Before the netionalization of coal
minéa in 1673, the nature of employment was labour intensive
but it is now cepital intensive., Now the expenditure on
purchasing the sophisticated imported machine increased from
8451437 crores to Re.101.76 crores, ' Thus rapid mecheonizate
jon of coal loading operations mede redundant the contract
labourers engage. in consequently the employment of 32,938

gontract workers was in crisis, Nost of them were locel

24, See, The Statesman, "Attack on microwave Tower",
Anrdl 2. 1082,
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Harijens an& Adivesis. Over the last three years over
5,000 women had lost their jobs either through the velun-

tary retirement or had been 1aid offazs

CONDITIONS AND GASES OF THE LABOURERS IN OTHER SRCTORS:

The condition of cosl field labourers, women, and child
labourers are very pathetic under the lsbour contractors in
Chotanagpur end Santhal Pafganas. Not only the tribal laboure
ers are severally exploited here but.nggﬁtribal laboursrs .
who have come from giffer@nt parts agjﬁ%tion in search of
livelihood. These lebourers sre known as 'Gorakhpurit,
Chattisgari) 'Ailahahadi' snd they are invariasbly i1l
paid.26 There are contractors in Bokero Steel Plant who pey
only Rs.20.00 per week to the workers, There is proﬁiaiﬁn of
fizxation of minimum wage but it is simply kept on ideal
1evel.27 In Bokero there are two hmajor agencles of employer
(1) Bokero Steel Limited (44) Hindusten Stesl Conatfuata
ion Ltd. (HSCL), these are Public Sector contractors for
the plant, the private construction and companies are large

in number, The total number of workers employed by these

26, Appendix in S.Mohen Kumsr Mangelam, Coal Indastry in
India ¢ Hational! ... and Tgsk Ahead, New Delhi, 1973.

27. Arun Sinha, EPW, Moneylender's Reign of Terror,
Januery 17, 197&, Pe53.
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agencies is ostimnted at one lakh per day. Aéeerding to
Trede Union Report) about 4O per éent are tribals, Bokero
Steel Limited has 32,000 employees on its -rolls including
engincers, executives and clerks. HSCL has 18,000 employees
and the asncillaries empléy some 1,000 peop}e‘ Teken togete
her the private construction company is the largest ocmployars
with nearly 45,000 lsbourers on their rolls. 7The majority of
the private companies have unskilled mannual work force. They
are mostly tribels and paid Rs.3.50 per day o~ twelve hours
work a day,28

{D«1) DBONDED LABCURERS 13

.Banded laboursg system is 2 very common phenomenon smong
the tribes of Santhal Perganas and Chotsnagpur. According
to boﬁée& labour (ebolition) ordinsnce 1975, "bonded labour
system neans the system of forced or pertly forced lobour
under which deb.tor enters or has or is presumed to have
entered into en agreement #ith creditor, It is commonly
observed in Sznthal Pargenas end Chotanagpur that bonded
labourers ere in large number in sgrarian sector as well es

in industrisl sector. They sre Begers (forced unpaid labourers)

28, "prlaitad Builders of Bokaro®”, EP%, July,1976,
PP 0979“’9 .



or aomattmeavthay are péid absolutely minimum wepe. Sevae
kies are the bost example o#’begara, whic¢h show the barbarian
" feudal legacy in entire Chotanagpur region., Similar to sevae
kiag, & Chutte mazdur system ia plso in vogue there which is
‘ most dehumenizing exploitation system. Not only the mcueye
lenders or contractors exploit these labourers but C.C.'s,
B.D.O.'s and other high officisls of local ares 9150.29

Most of the bonded labourers ere hgreditary. There are so many
cases and stories of the woe of Adivesi bonded 1abeuref
exploieatigfﬁﬁ +N.Das reports that & 70 years old men had
teken only from & mehejen 30 years ago for which he had to
remain o sevakia throughout his life and when he was unable
to work, the mshajen dsclered Rs.1800 loan on h&m.BO Paten
Police Staéion‘of Chotanagpur has meny cases of this type -
of Sevakias Mr.Pyare Bhuinan of Kolhar villege has teken

Rs. 70 as loan from éania Bhola nearly twenty years back but
till recemtly he was a sevakia.31 Vir Bharet Talwer hes
dWritten an exhaugstive survey repért on the bonded labourers

- of Pelamu. The repot "The bonded labourers of Pelamu"
presents the clear piature of the precarious life of the ex=
ploited tribes. The case of Santhal Psrganas is also pébhau

tice

29. A.N.Das, BF¥W, Agricultural labourer in Bonded Fresdom,
‘May 15' 1981;_Pp07gk‘2?0

BQ. ,lw. Das, Ibid- .
31, Vir Bharat Talwer, Salpstra, Vol.t, 1977, p.9.
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Harwahi System : Herwshi system, in‘santhal porganas under
which e landlord engages a harwaha (ploughman) on contract
for msny vears. The landlor -1 keeps harwaha engoged by
giving small chunk of 1and for cultivation (one or two Katha)
or some smount of money, The nuwmber of harwehs is thousends

and thousands,

Mahasvets Devi reports from Ranchi about the conditions

of bonded labour in the area of Palamu, Renchl end fHinghe
bhum, She highlights the pathetic condition of Rejs
(tribal women workers}, Thé reias who work in the factories
are exploited by the contractors in very many ways. The
rsplacéd young girls from the industries are teken to
Caleutta, cities of Puﬂjéb snd seversal other places under
false promises. The local sardars (oufvasted tribal women)
receive R8.30 and 40 gs commission for supplying rejas to
the kiln contractors. While the each kiin employes 200 to
400 rejas. Sometimes some male sardars also éa‘thie |
business. The klln-ovners or bhatta=-maliks arevvary harsh
in paying the wages to rejas} The rejas receive one token
“or 'tikli' for carrying 10 urbsked or 'puuca briks.
'Fﬁr_unbaked bricks 20 tokens mesns one rupees. For Pucca
vbrieka, Li, token meens one rupee, one rupée for carrying
b40 pucea bricks: The Nejas cannot earn more than Rs,4 or
5 per day inspite of hard lsbour, vénildren aged 10 to.

12 yesrs constitute 25 per cent of the total labour strength,
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¥here an adult rejs earns Re,25 to 35 & week,_a child earns
Rs.10 to 15, However, an adult actually receives only
Rs.15 per weék and 2 child Rs.%Ogsz The sardars prefer
young girls, unmarried ones. They ore he;ter workers and
good for sale. The sardar force these youmg girls to sleep
with the owners, the supervisiﬁg‘staff, the truck drivers
and khaléaig.BB These unfortunahbeing Iive in Jhopris less

*?kjthe

specious than a pig whole, The kiln is closed ;’A
mongoon and the rejas are sent home, August an&.&eptember
the monsoon months are the worst for tribals, rThia ie their
starving period. Mshasveta Devi writes "the Munchi and
sardar arrengoe grand feasts and invite local youth, Through
them they come to know of the Whefeabcuts of girls. Then
they meke the rounds with ready cash in hands. The munshi
peys 'dadan' or advance money to the perents of the girls.,
‘Once the parents accept Rs.100 tq'150 from the Munsh&, the

' girls hesome contract bound. They connot refuse to go énd

| work. Once in the bhatta, life undergoes a change,

12 to 1h4 hours of work a day, compulsory sex with the owners
of his men in the first hours of the night, sleep in the

Jhopri in the late hours, No medicel or sanitary arrangement"?k

32, Mshasvets Devi, "Constract Labour or Bonded Lebour",
EPH;VGleVI, NO;23, Jﬂne 6@ 1931, pp¢1010=10110

33. Mahasveta Devl; op. cit,

34 Ibid, see also, Mahasveta Devi, witch Sabbath at Singhbhum,
EPH, VOltXVI. anﬂg Oetober 3, 1981; PDo 1595,
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These rejas ere mainly supplied from Chakradharpur to
Caleutta, Benkurand 24~Parganas. They sre so suppressed
- that TR of them F?i sllowed to come back after the bricke

backing season is over,

My Bsli could live on Jungle frults,
My Bali could live on Jungle roots.

But trees do not grow Saris
So my Bali went to the bhatta
S0 my Bali went,>?

(D«2)FLESH = TRADE :

So many young girls of Chotanagpur have been sold
by recruiting Sardars, Thgy have been recently treced out
from the different parts of Bengal, Bihar (Bhojpur, Arrah,
Chapra} and Funjab (Ludhisna, Gurdashpur and Pathankot),
Even the Police has link with flesh treders, Thié‘fleah
trede is done mostly by tempting offercof a good job,
These girls are main source of running seversl prostitutions
with_in the ares of Bihar.

35, Ibid.

36. The Times of India, August 16, 1981, see also, Nirmal
Sengupta, ¢lass atructure, p. 228,

-
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(B) NETWORK OF LIQUOR SHOPS:

. The network of liquor shéps is spread throughouﬁ
Santhal Parganas and Chotanagpur. It was the British who
artfully spread liquor shops to check the rebillious
tribes, but it . 1 still continuef:&i‘the Bihar Government
earn Rs.8 crores- each year by keeping the Jharkhandis

Percapita consumption = 19737L

Item . Jharkhand . . Rest of Bihar
Country liquor 0,50 litre 0.16 litre
Ganja 1.0 gram 0.25 gram

Bhang , 0.56 gram : 0.09 gram

Source: Commissioner of Exise, Bihar
(Also cited in Nirmal Sengupta, op.cit. p.229)

(F) _MUSCLEMEN

The local mogeylenders,.qontractors and businessmen
of Dhanbad and Rénchi have kept goondas to téekle,the
protesting tribes. If atribe is unable to pay the d ebt
of a moneylender, it becomes the responsibility of the
goondas of moneyienders to get the money returned from

the poor tribes.

37. Nirmal Sengupta, op. cit., pp.229.
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'

(G) ATROCITIES OF POLICE s

The cases of strocities, firing and rape by the policemen

are common in the tribal areas,

(H} COURT AND JUDICIARY :

Thefcéh&itien of Couwrt and Judiciary is not much
different from the British Raj. The delayed and long process
of Judieiary‘ﬂggvnoe providing justice to the tribes, The
Judicizl procedure 4is a costly affair and the tribals still ‘

face the problem of languege..,

(I) RECENT SURVEY AND SETTLEMENT OPERATIONS:(1978-1982)

ﬁeeantly survey éad settlement operations in Santhal
Parganas hes croated. a tension between t?ibaé‘énd‘nonutribesg
Iv s the claim of the tribes that 3Santhsl Pargsnas belong
to them, Thus the non=tribes should leave this plsce, They
do not believe in the official records or ownérship of the
lend to nonetribes which is provided by the government. o
'_ﬁeeant land gra%biag movement in Senthal Pargaenss and

- Pﬁrnea district is due to :his reason.33

38. The Times of India, April 11, 1981, see also
Singhbhum Ekta, November, 1981,
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System of Sattal

- Yhen s land owner takes thg land of a person on
 lease for six year by psying money (emount varies from
R8.1000 to Re.2000, it depende on the fertility power

of land) i.ro it 4s celled systom of Setta, Under this
system the landowner gets his momey returned in two

years by cropping on the field end rest four year's aéapp-

ing becomes the interest of the invested smount,

Dyora System:

Under this system 1f 2 landlord gi&es one guintal
grain (particularly peddy) to a harwsha, in the time of
“return to landlord, the horwshe will have %0 return one
and half quintal within six month times, if harwsha is
uttable to return it in this fixed period of time he will
have to return two quintal in e year and this multiplie
gation of return continues till he returns the grain.
Here, now after surveying the conditions of-the tribes
we ¢on come to conclusion that the tribes of Santhal
Perganas end Chotensgpur have been facing ell human probe
lems. Thus theaé human problems have mede the trihes‘

revolutionary.,
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The National Liberation Movement under the lesdership
of Mahatma Gandhi f?ﬁ?zééié?the struggling tribes of -
Chotanagpur snd Santhal Pergenss in 1920, The Oraons,
.Senthals, Bhils and Gonds took part in it, Many Bhagats
- of Ranchi became the true fallawar.(chelas) of Mshatma
Gandhi, For the tribes'Swaraj meant not only the emancie
pation from the British government bﬁt fram dikus, money~
lenders and zomindars slso, It was the orgenized
Christioh Missionaries and elucated Christian youth which
ployed very importent role in educsting the exploited
tribes. Since 1898, the Christisn Associstion founded by
Lutheran graduates haa been e ducating the tribes,

Roman Cathélic co-operative Society estsblished in 1906
worked a lot for the development of the tribes, In 1912,
Anglican Miseion founded s branch, called Dacca Student
Union. In 1918, Christien Agsocistion in colaboration
with ¢atholics founded Christian college union. None
christian formed Munda<Oraon Educstion Conference
(5iksha Sabha) to educete the tribes. In 1912, the
Chotanagpur Cheritsble Associstion played a decisive role
to remove the distances which were existing between the
Christisn and non«christien tribes,‘hetwegn minor tribes
iika Tamar, Mahali, Loher and Major tribes like Munda and
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Omsms. K. Singh called this process as Fenetribal

| aentiment;gg Th&gstudents of Germen and Anglicen ’
Mission in 1918, 6rganiaad 'Chotansgpur ImprovemanblSeciety'
to demand for economic development, socisl protection and
sonstitutional sefeguards. The organisational history
of 'Chotonasgpur Improvement Society (Chotanagpur Unnati
Semaj) continued til1l 1938. This society had been run
by the teschers, and educated class to secure eﬁpioyment,
reservation in services and formetion of a sub~stote
comprising ¢f the ereas o f Bengsl, Bihar\and Orissa. The
net orgenization which emerged for tribal.ugliftmgnt

was Adivasi Mehaesabha (1938«47), K.5, Singh writes that
*the immediate cause of the formation of the Mahasabha
wag the experience of first election held in 1937 under
the Government of India Act of 1935. The Congress had
swept the polls, This pursusded majnly Christisn and
slso some non=Christien tribals"¢&9 The tribes of other
areadthan Chotenggpur joined the movement., This movemens
spread in rural and urben sresjas well. In 1939, the
President of Mohassbha, Jeipal Singh an Oxford educoted

Munde Christien demanded for a separate Jhserkhand State.

39. Kumar Suresh Singh « "From Ethnicity to Regionalisms
A Study in Tribal Politics and Movements in Chotasnagpur
from 1880 to 1975". in Melik S.Cs (ed) Dissent, Protest
angzgeform in Indian Civilization IIAS, Simla, 1977,
" Pel3dVs

40, K.S.Singh, op. cit., p.322.
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He htld & meeting of Mahassbha in 1949 at Jamshedpur where
he decided to extend the membership of the sabha to none
Adivasi Jharkhandis. -Thuéfg%riad (19381949} saw a violent
and militent movement in Chotanagpur sad Senthal Parganss
in which expleicad'tribals and non-tribals both {rdined
together to fight egainst their opprassors,

This periof of 1949-58 is 3 period of the risé end
‘growth of Jharkhand party. The rdivesi Mohasabha took the
shape of e Folitiesl Party. known es Jharkhend Party in
1951. The symbol of this Party ﬁasy Cocks The Cﬁdepen&eﬁt
India is basaed on the principle of democracy, 80 the
Constitution has provided the provision of election and
adult frenchise., The basic spirit of the Indian Constitu~
tion was also based on Secularism. The tribes has been
recognized as minority under fifth and sixth schedule of
the constitution., Here K. Suresh Singh observes that vhen
the tribes heve been gonsidered as minority in Sheténagpur,
then the tribes tried to keep sside thelr ethnical identity
and ¢slled themselves Jharkhandis. Now language or
regien should determine the formation of province not the
ethiuiéity so it was‘é mm?e from athnicity ta’ragianalism.h1
This is the period when somevther political party
ectivists like Congress, Socialist Party and @ -~ -~
moneylanding Communities supported Jharkhand Party.
Jharkhand leaders formulsted a messive programue Lo get

their independent political status. Thus the party fought

41. K.Suresh Singh, op.cit., p.321.
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/
the fir#t General Elsetion of 1952 and won all thirty

two seats in Bihar Legislative LAssembly snd some sasts

in Oriasa,also;‘ In the first Bihor Legislative fssenbly,
this perty played the role of main opposition., In the
 first Ceneral Election, the menifesto of the Jherkhand

Party included the demand for a sepsrate Jharkhand State
which included the part of Bengél, Orissa and Madhya Pradesh.
Jaipal Singh mobilized lakkl of paople to get this demend |
fulfilled, In 1955 the eyecutive Committee of Jharkhand
Party submitted a memaranéum to the Heorgenizotion Committes
of the State Government but this memorsndum wase rejeeﬁed

on the ground that Jharkhsnd region doss not have & |
common lenguage. The period of 1955'. saw a growth as well
as graduasl decline of Jharkhesnd Party, The couses of the
declining of the militency of Jharkhand Party (3.P.) are
many;:lfhe impaot of developmental progrommes initiated

by the goverament in tribal region and the iavolvement of

the tribes in that process.

_Tha rivalary betweon the Christien tribes and none
ehristian tribés for:getting educational facillities and
other materdial éeaaureas wae slso & set back to the orga=
nized tribo. The presence of other politiéal perties like
Congreus, Jansaongh, Swentra, CPI all diverted the

sttentions of struggling tribes, %The government hes also
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formulated the policy of the representation of tribes in
the government and council of ministers and in other plan
making bodies, It was 8lso observed that the leaders of
““ikwf%f“iag,r.)had urban background who did not sketch cut any

programme for rursl snd egrerisn sectors, The party was
also sufféring from dissidents and lack of fuhda. The
scarcity of money forced the tribals to depend on the
moneylanding community and gamindars, These foreces slashed
down the fighting spirit of Jharkhand FParty., The Jhorke
hendis won only-ZQ seats in Blhar Assembly Eléction in
1962. How they were suffering from identity crisis,

They made political allience with ruling Congress Psrty to -
achieve their goals, This sllience creaued a resentnent
among the tribel leaders and followers, This allience vas
not approved by the General Body of the party. The effect
of this political sllience proVQd»sa fatal to the tribes
that they could not check the sproad of industrialisaﬁianj
land aliéaabion an& the assttlement of moneylenders in the
tribal ragichs. T411 1966, Jaipél Singh was not cliear
about his future programme of action. In the meantisme

Jharkhand party splity up in many factiong., Some of them areg

{(4) aAkhilbhartiyvae Adibssi Bikss Parishad founded by
Kartik Oroan in 1966. The number of members was 114b.

{i1) Birsa Seve Dal (B3D) its President was Lallo Oraon
(1972-73)
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(141)Chotenegpur Bhumi Rekshak Party founded in October 196€,
{iv)Chotenagpur Platesgu Prajs Parishad founded in 1966 |
to promote the employment and welfare programmes in

industrial srea. .
(v) Jharkhend Raj Morche formed in 1966, Jogesh Oroan

was its President.
(vi) Parhe Ssmej wes formed by non~Christien Adkvasis. .
Other smell psrties and organizetions were Veer Biren Party,
ftdivasi Chhatra Sangh {the radicsl students organization,
Chotanagpur Samukta Moreha, All India Adivasi Federation,
Yuvak Dal end Krantikari Mcreha.bz But there was haordly
any difference in the Frograsmmes content. Santhels of
Santhal Parganas had their own grievances. They were more
numerous then Munéa snd Oraons but hardly had any ‘
influence in Jhar&ﬁana Perty. Thus on 28 December 1968 they
formed a party known as Bihar Prant Hul Jharkhand Party,
They won six seats out of 18 in the mid term Assembly
election in 1969 and got sdequate representstion in the
Council of Mihiatefs. But personal rivalaries created a
nev faetion@the tProgressive Hul Jharkhand Party'. The
immediate out come of this factional conflict was that the
two factionsa got only 3 seats in 1972 election,

The only aﬁvantage of this cleavage lies in the fact
that all parties end organigations mobilized the local
people and made them more coficious sbout their rights,

L2+ KeS48ingh, op. cite; PP342~343,
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But this fectional cleavage proved fatalz%?single_united
political organization,

A new preaéure group emerged in the urban ares of
Chotenagpur particulerly in Ranchi and Jemshedpur. The edue
cated christien and noneshristian youth formed this group
¢alled Birsa Seve Dal (1967). The main demands of this group
was the creation of & separate state expulsion of non-Chotae
nagpuri, sgrerisn reforms, opportunity of education and
employment, Ig wes & soclo-poditicel orgenisation rather
than 8 politigcsl party. Thie orgenigation was very active
in several sress of Jamshedpur and Ranchi, They adopted
violent method to counter nanﬁtribal cutsiders, landegrabbers
and moneylenders. 56 many violent incident took places The
Chiri (June 1968) Chainpur (27 October 1968) incidents could
be teken into account os instences. In 1969, this orgeni-
gation supported an extremist organization led by CPM (L)
which wes in the pattern of Naxelbari Movement, But this
" organizstion declined due to conflict betwaen two fections,
some of the leaders Joined the splinters Jherkhand Party.
Thus the existence of Birse Seva Dal ﬁoﬁfined to some of the
pockets of Jamshedpur esrea, The unrest of the tribes a&re
also observed in dense, Chotanagpur and this unrest has
its own history. But it is in no way detached with the
unrest of the other espect of tribal movement.
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Thetsrizish and the ﬁuvarnmént of India both ignored
the basic foundation of tribel economy and their sentimental
attachment with jungle., The abuses of power by the forest
officer, forest settlement officers and police have been
rempant throughout the history of forest administration. The
tyranny of the administration in Jungle has been quite une
bearable to the tribals. Thus they have long tradition of
fighting to gain their birth right over forest.

The Jungle movement started in the time of Satyagrsh

' movement, It waz the leaders of the freedom struggle who led
the tribes of Chotanagpur to fight against the edploiters of
the forest. In 1930, Indian Hational Congress launched &
setyegrsha agoinst the oppressors, The Kharwar of Pelemau,
the dominant tribel peasant community inhabiting the forest
ragian'aau@h of Koel river were drawn into such @ struggle
led by the Congresamen from acroes the riﬁergagn(Famaus
lesder of Kharwar Mr,.Fetel led this movement in Pelemu Dige
trict. Eﬁen the reéent cause of unrest emong the tribes is
the complete encroachment of their right over forest. The
National Commission ef»Agrieulture has recommended aer%ain
strategies fef the develnpﬁent of tribal sreas, Ong of the
stéaﬁﬁgies is to go in for high in&estmant'and high profit
for forest im tribal regions, In other words the Commission

k3. K.5. Singh, Eight Devraj Chonana Memorial Lectures
Tribal Trensformstion (II}. Tribal Novemsnt,‘Delhi,
{(Unpublighed), pp.23.
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wented rapid commercielization of the foreat.kh Forest is

8 sourge of variety of products, Sebaigrass is used in
peper meking, Lemon grass and Kendu leaves are used for proe
duction of essentlsl oils, collection of minor oil seeds,
mahuna, neem, karmi, kusumend oil is faeirly widespreead in
the areas for their utiliszation in soap making and other ine
dustrial eress. For this purpose a large number of gévarna
mental snd privete contrsctors and organization sre working,
Although these forest output is important for the national
benefit butf%@veramsnt is still uaéble to provide any suite
sble alternative subsistence system to the forest dwellers.
Recently, the tribes of the different regiong of Chotanagpur
are menifesting their resentment sgeinst the government and
outsiders in variety of msnners. The Police of Gua, & place
in Chotansagpur apehd fire on the rebellious tridbes. These
tribes were against the plantation of commercial trﬁe‘end
eleaning the trees of Sal, The protest wes so strong that
50 many police personnels and tribes were killed in heavy
 combat. In July 1981, under the leadsrship of Deoendrs
Manghi the local tribes of Sarands fbreat, Beda Sokro range,
Lota pshar and Chakradhsarpur sterméd the officisls end
guerde of Bihar Forest Development Corportation. They dese
troyed the all commercial plants and fought a heovy battle

L. B8ee, Report of the Commissioner for Scheduled Csstes
andigchedulas Tribes (Twenty Sixth Report, 1978«79,
PP.1V,
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with police. Lest yoar, on 25th November 1981, Deputy Supers
intandent of Police of Sarjomshatu had shot 8 19 yeare old
tribal Touth Tepas Henmbrem iébé):d on chargs of cutting the
commercial forest tree.b5 The resentment among the tribes
ageinst the government lies slso in the fact that Sal tree
has got cultural and religious velues for the tribes, The
sacred abode of their spirit (Bonga) is under the Sal tree,
,they-usé every produce of Sel’tree for ritual and cultural
activities, According to tvhe report of forest department Sal
tree becomes matured in 120 years while bamboo and teak takes
meximum 10 to 20 years to grow matured. If teak and bamboo
¢ould be planted in 40 thousand hectsares the produce of

L6

which can run ane lakh tonnes paper plant for ohe year.

An extremist organigation elso started its aéﬁiviﬁias
in the forest of Santhsal Parpgonas and Chotsnagpur called |
Noxalite (1969-1973), The Naxalites used bombs, automatic
fire weapons snd guerillé technique to reomove the exploie
"tera from the region in co~operation with semi-aboriginal
and ok wew- +ibel gommunity e.g. Mehto of Hazaribegh end Dhene

bhd, but they were ruthlessly suppressed by the Police and

45. BSee Singhbhum Ekte, Dec. 1981, p.3.

L6. Harkishore , Deforeststion and commercializetion of the
Jgggle, see Dinmen, pp.29, 28th February to 6th March,
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armad forces. In 1969 the Mahto formed an organization
called Shivejl Semaji (1969}, Letér, the Santhals end

Muhto made a politicol allience and gaer the birth of an
orgenizotion nemed 'Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (1973)'. The
Morthe tried to returned the land {rom its grabbers. Partie
culsrly Senthals were very sensitive % 'it, The cases of

_ lotting the atan&inglaropa by Senthals were rempent pheno«
mene in Senthel Parganas, The support of Hul Jherkhend Party
and the Santhals gf Hagaribagh, Giridih and Dhanbad to this

Morche is commendable,

The scene of this pericd is not much different from the
pest but cortein external stiguli heve added new parts and
dimension to it. The msin demend of the sgitating tribals
rensined oonstent. They want a separate Jharkhand State for
their own self government within the Acts of the Indien Cone
stitution, They think that %hié self government and sdminie
strative sutonomy within the Indiep sovereign 1y can igprove
thelr condition, It 48 also the claim of Jharkhendis that
it 45 not & movement whish isigemand for a separste nation,
They are not even in favour of driving out the nonetribals from
the region, Thoy are only . against ef'tha exploiting elasa.“7

47« Bee, “"Jharkhend warts' {a local Hindi quearterly)
"Jharkhand, Kya, Kyon Aur Kaishye" Pretham Ank
1/52, 1978,
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Recently, Sibu Soren hes lsunched = massive programme to
educate the .masses. He has directed to construct some schoola
'libr adult education., He has slso emphagized nd&aavalopmmd’
cottege and housshold industries. The Government of Bihar
8lso opened 'Birsa Agriculture University' st Renchi, it was
simply the result of the militancy of the tribss. He brought
into light the txiﬁea about the abuses of country liquor.

Now the Jharkhendis are interested in eliminsting the enti-
socisl elements, Fhey are pressurisihg the locel bursaucrates
to implement the developmentel programme. Still the goals '
of tribal movement is concerned with the lend end to seve the
working tribal workers from explaitatimna.hg Their ideology
iz in consconence with the old demands as well thelr ideovlogy
mean the class interest of the Jharkhendis it also incluééa
systematic set of idesns wiith aétien gongequences, serv?ng |
the purpose of cereating and using orgenigetions. It is a
‘manner of thiﬂkiﬁg cherscteristic of an orgenization. The
Jharkheridis follow pure ideology, £t Tu T2luily morsl and
ethical aonéaptibﬂ sbout right and wrong while practical ideo-
logy ineludes direct ection gonsequence, Thus ideology has
(1) warld view as well @8 (4i) practicsl part.

L8, ®A New Dimensi@n of Jharkhend Movement®”, Jharkhond
warte' Ank-2/March, 1978,

49. See, SinghbhumiBkts, November 1481,
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*
The World View ¢

' The life of Birsa Munda a Sidhu-Kanhu and Jaipal 3ingh

work as reference for the agitating tribals.

1.. Idolization of Birsa and Other Heroes ¢

These ébbve mentioned leaders are still the.legendrﬁ
heroes of the struggling tribals. Their-epdomitablé capacity
to_fight against the exploiters, their pure way of living and
their love with the exploited are still copied by the tribes,ﬁo

2. Justice :

The tribes_feel that there shou1d nep be explaitetién
of the tribes by the outsiders or by anybody. Becausevtriw
bals are historically independent. They have their own inde-
| pendent system of economy and culture? They also think that
they areiunjugply exploited'by the governments. Here theh
tribes questions the basic foundations of socio-economic and

the political system of the state and nation.

3. Concept of Man :

The leaders of the tribes end even ﬁajoripy of the tribes
realize that without poditical and economic freedom there is

no possibility of the full development of the life, of the

50. P.N.J.,Purti and Mrs.R.Kandhulna, tJharkhand ke Amar
Saheed! (in Hindi), (Ranchi,1969)

*  We have borrowed the cone |
, ‘ YWec *epts e.g. idolization, |
ggnge g gfﬁgggoaggiggggchéalism from the boo§ 3n2¥§f
g0ing to be published from Manohas. -hy Boroay! .

SS10n of tha ankrantaiotof Manohar. with. /i7si T8 RNwnF
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tribes. Thug thg_apprgpriatipn of their privileges by the

exploiters is immoral and unwarranted.

(41) Practical Part :

(1) Jharkhandism:

[ -r"’."“\"’.—-—‘——‘h‘.

It is clear frqfﬁfhe fact that the. 'Q;,», . L

capltalist Biharis( _3J out siders. Thus the 1nhabitants

p\ .

of the tribal areas want to expeﬂzxthese elements out. The
leaders of Jharkhand think that they are deprived of the deve-
lopment due to the administration of outsiders in the region,
The SeheduledncasteS'and Schedules Tribes aceount for 42 per
cent of the population of this region. N.Sengupta writes

that "the concept of Jharkhandisiiot merely a geographical
region. Its real implication is 'a land of depressed people'
a mass of destitute' and the development of Jharkhand is a
question of development of the condition of destitute popu«~

:i.amicn.s1

(1i) Parochialism: o

Jharkhandis regionalism and antipathy toward outsiders
is very strong. They have very negative attitudes towapd those
who have come from outside?) to exploit them socially and eco-

nomically. For tribes outsiders sre Dikus.

51. Nirmal Sengupta, Op.cit., PP.220.

See also - Nirmal Sengupta, "Rich Jharkhand, poor Jhar-
khandis" (in Hindi) Jharkhand warta (quarterly) Ranchi,
March, 1978, pp. 27.
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(431) Concept of Diku:

The use of the concept is as old as tribal movement,
Still it has s crucial significence in the understanding of
valiens.' "pccording to some the word Diku is derived from

the Mundard Tko" end mesns those who emnoy or irritate (dik).
It is & territorisl snd ethnic concept applicable to the catee
gories of lmmd grabbers .... who come from ocutside”. 52 The
present hostility which hes created unrest in tribsl fegiou
is due to this feeling. Now the concept of Diku is confined

to exploiters only.
(iv) Political Exclusiveness ¢

The gharkhandis went their separate state with separste
: Thonk
independent bureaucracy so they c¢an improve their lot with

their own orgenization.

organization means a relatively permanent, complex, discernie
ble and petterned interaction system among the'actors. As
far'as organizational espect of this movement is concerned
it is a composition of several parties and trade union orgae

nizetion. The internal structure of the organization cone

52, Kumor Suresh Singh, "Agrarian Issues in Tribal Chota=
negpur® {(Mimeo), Seminar on the Tribal situation in
India with reference to the Border Tribes, Sunday,

“July 6 to Saturday July 19, 1IAS, Simla, 1969,(J.N.U,
Library ~New Delhi), pp.5. :
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sists of the verious components snd their activites, mobi-
 lization end diversificetion, leadership, decision making

" body, control and communication of the organization recruite
- ment of the followers and leééers 8s well, Here, due to
lack of sufficient materisls it is very difficult to make

a clear picture of the orgenization. The recent tribel

- political organigation includes, student wiﬁg, ﬁeasanta,
 _m1ne workers, lauyang, and«saveral,nonotribal oxploited

- workers and christians. In tribal region A.K.Hoy initiated
g joint movement of industrial works and peasants of
Jharkhend Mukti Morcha. So they can feel a alass'consaicus-
 ness together, The Bihar Colliary Camger Union a workers Tre
ade Union and Jherkhand Mukti Morcha led a long procession,
in Dhanhéd. This allience actively worked for two years
:(ﬁ97kw1976). h.K, Boy interpreted 4t "the dream of
IJharkhand is tocreate a Lalkhand” free from exploitetion
and appreasiaa”, The Green Banner (JMM) and Red Banner
(c?IbML)‘were put ﬁogether to creste a solidarity among the
wérking anid peasant elass.53 Now the Jharkhandis are also
in the several Trade Unioms., In Singhbhum three unions
work (1) Tata Workers inion (ii) Jamshedpur Mazdoor Union,
(141) Tin Plate Workers Union (B) Teleco Workers' Union

53. A.K. Roy, 1981, Jharkhand Aur Lalkhand (4in Hindi),
Marxist Co.ordination, Dhanbad,



- “[’8 -

(C) Dhenbad has (1) The Colliery Mazdoor Sangh, (44) The
Koyala Magdoor Sangh, (4ii) The Bihar Koyala Masdoor Sangh,
{iv) The Hindusten Khan Mazdoor Bangh and (v} The Fertili-
ger Factory Workers! Union. (D) Ranchi heas (1) Hatia Ppo=
Ject‘workeré'sUnien, {1i) Tne Muri Aluminium Factory Workers!
Union, {iii) The National Coal Orgenization Employaes' Asso-
ciation. (E) Hagsribagh has (1) Coal Yorkers Union, (11) The
Hica Labour Union. (F). Santhal Parganas has 27 Unions most
of them affiliated to AITUG and INTUC.

But recently a case has come in which the working commi-
ttee of INTUC made & secret alliance with Bharat Coking Coal
to exploit the labourers by paylng extremely low wage and
hhrawins:gag of employment _Yhus this csse hastharply weaken=
ed the trust of workers in Uniona.sh The story of politics
does not end here. In 1980, Jharkhsnd Mukti Morcha again |
split on éhe issue of the gelection of candidate for the ele=
etion in Biher legislative council, There were two other
political elements, JMM, Pro~communist and . thé rightist,

The pro-communists chose their candidate a widow Parvati

Hembram wife of late Dhani Kisku, 2 Morcha Leader who died in
& roed accident nesr Dpanbad., The rig&tiat element was in fa-
vour of a multi millionaire from Santhal Pargenss. This situe

ation created & rift within the party; They were now convine

54. See, Amiye Rao, "Hiners Fight Against Imposters -
: Bhegggg”, EPVW, vol. XIVI, No.50, December 12, 1981,
PPacll1. . '



-9 -

cod that the green flag cannot go with Red Flag, JMM

won eléven seats for'Legialaﬁive Assembly in the last elee
ction, But the most responsible leader of JMM,lSibu Soren &
agein ceme in the fold of ruling Congress (I). He followed
the_path of Jdsipal Singh, Bagun Sombrusg and Justin Richard
vho batréyed‘the Jharkhandis.ss Thus the tendency of split
up and hostilities @ enéﬁ‘exisﬁtg;“%&har but other part of

assumed Jharkhand Stete,

(JMM_end CPM : A Case Study of ¥est Bengal)

Tribal movement for the demend of a separate Jharkhend
State is not only confined in Biher but it is widespreed in
West Baengal, Eihﬂwﬁ.ariasa{an& in Madhys Pradesh. West Bengal
is considered to be a very sensitive area for tribal unrest.
Three district of West Bengal vigj Purulia, Bankure, Midnae
pore areg experieneiné the mobilizaetion of the tribes. On
Novembar 2, 1981 Anara rally was orgenized by JMM and CPH gsee
parately end there was fear of clash between the two orgenizetw
ions., JMM activistsvwere prepsring for rally while CPM tried
“to counter it.m.OPM activists shautéd slogan "down with Jhare
khand Mukti Morcha", The slogans of JMH were "we will stop
liquor sale“,vﬂﬁhe police cannot suppress our movement™, "we

‘will face up the CPM opposition™, "we will harvest paddy

55. See Singhbhum Bkte, Chaibasha, February 1982,
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from Adivasi land".56 Those two rallies were organiged
according to the directiongof JMM leader Sibu Soren and °
MCC leader A.K,Roy. The claim of CPM sgainst JMM lies in the
fact that, CPM does not consider Jharkhand as a perty but
congiders it as disruptive, sectariaon and Congress(I) spone
scred., According to CPM, JM has a cnly & proe-Jotedar and antie-
share c¢ropper record, Noﬁ Congress (I) considers JMM as a
deadly weapon to counter CPM. Even A.K.Roy ealls 'JMM es
aépitalistnbriented’.57 Now question arises whether the
Jharkhaudis party and other politicel organization will be
able to echieve their gosl, that is seperate Jharkhand ? Nate
urally the past records and present conditions of movement
prediet the esnswer n6' ¥hy ? This movement suffers from e
lot of wesknesses. The affluent and educated groups of tribe
do not toke sufficient interest in the problem of rural trie-
bals. The gap between leaders snd led exist in the movement.,
Host of the leaders belong to urban areas, HMost of the lesders
of Jnarkhand still failed to understond that the polfitical
mobilization is the product of the backward sociow=economic
gondition of the tribes., Now the leaders do not teke care

of the proper plenning and policy making to develop the tribel
- regions, But they indulge in meking sllisnce with ruling

56. 8ivdes Benerjee, The Times of Indla, Nov. 32, 1981.

57. Sivdes Bsnerjee, Orowing Militeney of tribals, The
Times of India, November 11, 1981,
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party simply for the lust of power. The Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha is suffering from the chronic problems vig. personsl’
interest snd rivelry of the leaders. Here the character of
tribel leaders is used in much wider sense for the time being,
4¢ includes the leadership cheracter of a famous Jherkhend
leader. Mr.Horo's general secretary is & Punjobi, Mr.Schan
Lel Ahuja, whose family runs a thriving Printing business in
Chaibasa, MNr.Sumburi on the otherhand is the brother of the
old Roja of Rangarh (a wealthy former mine owner) who was

at one time projected as & likely chief minister when Jhare

- - armirnc oy - ‘-‘,‘ -

khand came into being. “ure Sewr SEamUies RO o7 L Gel2l. frs S
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Most Jharkhand leaders have the full support of local
morchants and monelenders who shrewdly estimate that if an
when & new state is carved out they will have & finger in the
pie. On ocesssions, traders snd local moneylenders have been
becked a mess movement for their own ends, 4t is alleged for
instance that forest contractors are also encoureging adivaais
to feil teak trees planted by the state awnéﬁ forest corpo=
ration in tribal region because thej want the tracts to be
leased out to them once again., This is why eome observer
¢lainm that the Jharkhand movement is basically an urban phenoe

menon « of all thinga backed by vested interests as well eos
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the educsted tribal elite who feel that their horisons

will widen if a separate state is formed,

In recent months, there have been sttempts at getting
the verious perties end facticns on to & common platform.
Horo has been writing to several major national parties to
- gupport the cause and is heartened by the reapoﬁse. But it
is difficult to see how they will pull together Mr.Sumbure
'for instence would be quite content if a separate state come
prising just Senthal Parganas and Chotanagpur in South Bihar
is conceded., While Mr,Horo is sticking out for all 15 dige
tricts, %iVGn the clash of ideologies and personalities

eny talk of & sustained common fromlis premsture,

The Jharkhand Mukti Morche does after more hope, though
as Sibu Soren himself insists, his first task &s to organize
Adivasis to assert thelir rights and only then press for state-
héod. The Morcha's seventh anniversary hasg celebrated in
Dhanbad on February 4th 1980 with an impressive turnout of
several hundred Adivesis and workers (affilisted to Mr.A.K.
Roy's Dhanbad based Union) bearing their respective green red
flags, despite Mr.Roy's fervent efforts to forge such woerker,
Peasant unity, however, coal miners and steel worker can

scarcely be pursuaded to feeol &8 sense of solidarity with Adi-
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vasis scores of miles swey.

Sibu Soren too, for all his charisme, tends to get

gsught up in his populist rhetoriec and has po organization -

whatsoever to support him, "1 -~ <t o ot TNID L oomn
thet leoae ool szt (2 ot Covrszted omy 73w W0 TaallT e

tarpsd UL the Losaorus Yo ool He attracted criticism as

a "bow and arrow socialist” for not having & clear list of
priorities, let slone a well defined ideology. He himself
unau&cessfully contested the June 1977 Assembly Election which
is diffieultf;econcile with his imege as a grass root radiecsl.
To attain the end there are the c¢ases in whieh even the millione
aire nonetribal did not hesitste tb make slliances with the
8ibu Soren, for instence « Sunrit Mendal who fought elsction
on Jharkhand party ticket from Gadda Constituency. Sibu
Soren M.P. the most prominent lesder of Jharkhand party, is
now under the feet of Congress (I). FPresently he‘ia doing
nothing for the exploited; ignored tribal masses but plaéd~
ing the cases on behalf of the tribal elites for their wel~

- fare., He can simply provide some job te & hendful educated

tribes by gebting the bliss of Congress (I) ministers.

Ther@fare we can say that colonisl impacz gave the birth
of ‘tribal Jherkhand movement in tribsl araaal.‘hllewing it
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19¢ .
after a century, Once in - . some dedicated freedom fight = .

ers M.L.As. raised the voice ageinat exploitation system,
but it was put down for ever. It was nothing but the simple
vested interest of tribal privileged elites.

As far as the queati@n of a separate Jharkhand State ig
ooncerned,.the government of India should consider it judicious~
ly. The Indien Congtitution pr&vides such provisions., This
movement in no manner e movement for separate nation. If the
leaders and masses of tribal area went to get & separate Jhare
khand State theygwill have to be more crganiaed. The leaders
_will heve to be more dediceted, politicslly disciplined
and cleen, The leaders of Jharkhand will have to bring more
consciousness emong the nomadas, food gatherers and rursl
peasanté,"lf the leaders and followers will start alfregh
movement with more conseiousness and dedication to fight
against the exploiters, we can hope that thay will achieve

their ends.

\

Thus this period ramained a hiatory of rivalry and pers _
sonal intereat of the politicel erganiaatimns-

As far srea of the mobilization is conderned it includes
Hagaribagh, Ranchi, Dhanbad, Singhbhum end Santhsl Parganas
(Bihar), Sundargarh, Keonjhar, M ;éyurbhanj end Sembelpur (Orissa),
Purulia, Hidnspur and Bankura (Uest Bengal) and ﬂanlganj and
Sarguja (Madhya Pradesh).



CHAPTER - V

SUMMING UP

We ha#e al ready completed the survey of the under-
development and tribal movements. Now, it is necessary to
summerize the entire work in Qrdef to investigate the theori-

tical implications of the sociology of social movements.

~In Chapter II that is the first phase of the tribal move-
ment (1832-1905) we have criticized the anthroplogists who
have followed the different setsvaf idéblogy in writing about
the transition of tribes. These theorists could be put in
the categories of (1) tribe-caste continum theorists (ii) moder-
nization theorist (iii) economic expléitatién theorists, The
first two sets of—theorists have been under the influence
of American and British anthrnpo}ogists. N.KgBosevnnder the

, e , o ‘
influence of Clark Wissler arrives-‘!’ the conclusion that The

tribes are being constantly absorbed in the fold of Hindu
culture and this could be possibl ¢ because of their economic

dominsnce., Ghurye d#scribes tribal communities as the inte-
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gerated part of the Hindu soclety. Thus to him the tribes
ere 'Backward Hindus', L.P, Vidyarthi, Martin Orans and
Surjit Sinha in the tradition of Chicage School Cultural
anthropologist Robert Redfield have showed the impact of
caste Hindus on the tribes. Surjit Sinhe is of the opinion
that tribal cemmunitiea‘ara changing in the forms of peasante

éaata eommunities,-ﬁiﬁ%ﬁ Martin Orans shows the impect of

grest tredition, » . f;?#%?éa the industrial belt of
Jamshedpur on the little folk tradition of the villege. L.P.
Vidyarthi ©  also investigated the similarities of the
traits between tribes and castes, impsct of industrializate
ion on the tribes, their political role in nstional 1life and
emerging patterns of leadership. Sachchidenand traced out
the emerging stretification syséém smong the tribves, which
resulted due to the contact of Hindu stratificstion system.
The modernization theorists, €.g8., N.Prasad, A.K.Das, P.K.
Dasgupta, K.N.Sahey and L.P.Vidyarthi laid special emphasis
on industriaslization snd urbanizetion and their impact on the
tribes. Thelr researches are limited to find out %3'e: now the
tribes react when they come in contact with some new innovate
ions or gome new social situatienq. But there are severe
limitati ons with these theorieta({h‘mno§:zhe dynamics social
system of the tribes in hiaﬁorieai perspectives. A group

of theorists who leid special émphasis on the ¢changing eco=
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nomy and society of the tribes are,K.ﬁ}Singh, K.D.Sharma

and Hirnmay_Dhar,_ They have.adoptédyfgg‘historieal'pers-
pect.‘ix}e _1:5 understand th'e chan‘geé of the *vtlriba'l system, In
our present writing, we have tried to share some View points
of these writers to highlight the socio-economic structure

aﬁd the contradictions involved in it.

In Chapter II we have discussed the colonial background
of tribal rebellions and other caste peasants in India, but"
the main focus has been on the tribes of Santhal Parganas v
and Chotanagpur. The Paharias are the primitive tribes of
Santhal Parganas, who remained disturbed for a Century(1770-
1870) yby 2 militant non-tribe, the Khetauri. The Santhals
the primitives of Birbhum, Palamu, Hazaribagh end Singhbhum
migrated to Santhal Pérganas in the later part @f the eight;
eenth and first part of nineteenth century. The causes of
their migration are sevéral but‘most‘authentic of them are
three fold vizi@i};ualienation of cleaned land of the Santhals
by the British in Chot anagpur (ii) the landlords of Santhal
" Parganas invited to c¢lean the jungle of Santhal Parganas to
squeeze more md more rent from agricultural lad (iii) the
Santhals were called by the zamindars and British to counter
the violent Paharias. Thus they entered Santhal'Parganas'to
clean the forest and\cultivate the lands; They were consi-

dered as expert in jungle cleaning and farming. As far as
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their pre#colonial egonomy is concerned they had never
experienced land alienation when the British entered Santhal
Parganas and_introduced new land legislation, the Santhals
lost their lad and other property. They were so helpless
due to the distruction of their subsistence economy that they
rebelled against the British in 1855-57 under the lgade;ship
of Sidhu and Kanhu brothers. Several oiher rebellions also
took place in the several part of Santhal Pargans. The case
of Chotanagpur was not much different. The pre-colonial
economy of the Mundas and Oraons of Chotanagpur was prosperdus
and undistutrbed. They had ‘their own land systems. The
Munda land system was called Khuntkatti 1:1}_;2’,7,‘4._the Oraons land
system was known as Bhuinari, To them the settlers who
cleaned the jung1e and settled down were the original holders
of the land QrVKhuntkattidars. After them the property right
was passed to the sons of the Khuntkattidar. As the number
of sons of the Khﬁntkatti femilies increased the whole -
villageé was occupied by the defendent of one family. That
village was called Khuntkatti village. When the geographical
area and resources became scarce to the inhabitant of one
Khuntkatti village, the groups of one village family left

for another area and kept themselves in touch with the origi-

nal descendent, Thus all those who,ﬁif;;descended from one

B .
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Vvillége ancestor forﬁed a clan, Their entire socio-economic
ard poliﬁical structwe were based on this ¢lan and owner-
ship of the land. They were independent in}férming their
ﬁnique socio%economie and political system and did not feel
the.need of any overlord or king to rulé over them. They
had their bwn headmen to perform the funétions of politics,
judiciary and other local disputes. But these headmen never

enjoyed any privileges in 1idd of their offices.

The Oraons)xphe other late settler o?_Cthanagpurvinﬁ
fluenced the Munda in forming the socio-economic structure of
each cther and agreed to elect a common chief(Raja). But in
no sense the king was suppose&to hold any property and to
run the administration. He enly_enjcyed the subseription and
other previleges voluntarily provided by the Mundas and Oraons,
Under the headmanship of Raja, Mundas and Oraons lived peace-
fully till the end of 17th Century, Incidently he was im-
prisoned by the:Mughal Emperor Jaﬁéngi? and kept in?%walior
Jail with the Hindu Kings where he came to know thé-néij '
of the administration of Hindu and Muslim rulers. On his re;
turn to Chotanagpur he knpfcducgd the same administration in
the region and limited several priests, courtiers andﬂservants
from Hindu regions. In liel of their services, the Raja used
to distributg the share of his subseription, but it was inéde, _

quate to them. They Soon started to claim over the land

-~
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from which the gifts were collected. Raja readily trans-
ferred land to their outside non-tribe servants. This way

thes} 3‘1\ d of the Mundas and Oraons were transferred to the
]

s

4o uT-l8 class, When the British came to this region, |
they patronized the kings, courtiours end jegirdars to coll-
ect the rents. Thus the alienation of land by the iandlords
and other non-tribal section became serious after 1765. The
Britiéh who did not know the language, culture and agrarian
system of the tfibes improperly disintegérated their entire
socio~economic and political structure. From 1834, the Briti-
sh startedvto}rule_over'Ghotanagpur direétly and introduced
their own eeonomic politicél end judicial system which were
‘totally unfit, unique and strange to the tribes. The British
'in the land revenues policy started decidéﬁghe ownersnip
of the land for which there was need gf wrltten documents.
‘The landlords and outsiders showed the documents of ownership
of lend which they had received from the Raja while the
Mundas and Oraons did not have eny written document so far,
The tribes had only the bropf of burial slones on their lands
which did not_maké any sense to the British courts and ad%
ministrati ons, The local administration, court of law and
police}were in favour of landlords. Hence it was impossible
for tribeg to getfggdressal of their grievanqes from the

authority. The landlords and moneylenders developed severe
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exploitation mechanisms were Kamiottee awab and beth=

begare systems, Once beihg the owners of land, the abo-
riginals now found themselves the slaves of exploiters. But
the tribes of Senthal Parganas and Chotanagpur did not re-
concile;to their fate and resented culminating into the re-
bel’lim%;ji_ Kol insurrection of 1832, Santhal rebellion of
1855-57, Sardari Larai and Birsa rebellion of 18951900, They
fought unequal war with the modern British army and got defe-
ated, In course of the rebellions several religious move=
ments emerged among the tribes e.g. the Kherwar movement among
the Santhals end Bhagat movement among the Oraens. They tried
to change some elements in their original ancestral religion
and incorporated the element of surrounding Hindu religion.
On the finding that their own spirits were poverless and

\ could not prevent the loss of their land. This is the period
when conversion of tribes to Christianity took place. The
conversion to Christianity and Hinduized movement were the re-
sult of their extremely distressed economic and social situ=-
ation. Their conversion was the outcoﬁg of alienation and
powerlessness. After several uprisings, the British took

some slips to improve the conditions of the tribes. The
Santhals of Santhal Parganas got their:separate district.
In‘18€2$ the government introduced the Chotanagpur Tenures

Act'at the sametime Bhuinari settlement came into operation
. N
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which continued till 1880, But for various reasonsthe efforts
of reform were a failure. The aboriginals lost their lends

in several legal complicacies

In Cheapter IV {(Phase II 1906~1982) we have discussed the
role of politics in organizing and mobilizing the tribal move-
ment. The emergence of consciousnessvof the polities among
the tribes were due to natiogél freedom struggle under the
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. Thgy‘feglowed the pattern of
freedom struggle in gobilizing the people. Several Bhagats
took part in freedom struggle. In the beginning of twentieth
century several educated, Christians hgd‘;gppe the welfare
work for the upliftment of the tribes. Tﬁey also started @&
mobillzejthe tribes on political front., Roman Catholic |
Society and Chotanagpur Improvement Society had done commend«~
able work to save ;ribes from several explpipatlve agencies,
The leader of Adivasi Mahasabha (1938—39), Jaipal Singh de~-
mand ed for a separate Jharkhand state, He appealed to all
‘ exploited tribes and non tribes to join the mpv#ment. In
1951, Jharkhand Party was formed, In the time of first ge-
neral election Jharkhapd Party won 32 éeats in Legislative
Assembly of Bihar and acted as main ep?osition. In 1955 the
executive committee of Jharkhand Pgrpy submitted a memoran-

dum to the reorganization committee of the State Government.,
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But the memorandﬁm was rejeeted byvthé Committee. After
1955, there becomes the gradual décline oIﬂIharkhapd Party
due to personal politi¢cs amd rivalry within the organization.
Other political parties e.g. 6PI, Jansangh, Swatantra Party
and Congress Pérty took interest in tribal politics and '
diverted the attention of struggling tribes. In 1962, Assem-~
bly election, the Tharkhand Party won 20 seats and made allia-
nce with ruling angreés Party whichvcreaped resentment among
the leaders and activists of the movememt, This alliarnce also
resulted in the split of the Jharkhand Party (1966-73) Akhil
Bharatiya Adivasee Bikas Parishad was founded by Kartik Oraon
in 1966, Birsa Seva Dal’(j972ﬁ73) was. founded by Lallo Oraon,
Santhals of Santhal Pargana created Hul Fharkhand Party and
several other minor tribal political organization came into
existence, In 19§9, Birsa Sena Dal en urban based organizate
ion supported an extremist orgenization CPM(L) commercializat-
ion of the forest_also created unrest among pbe tribes in re-
cent past. Several tribal naxlites started % operatéﬁfrpm
Jungle. In 1973, Tharkhand Mukti Morcha another well orga=-
nized poli@ical party started to leoot the standing crops of
exploiters., In 3976-77-SibuvSorénjitherleader of Jharkhand
Mukti Moréha 1aunched a massive programme to capture the land

forcefully from the land grabbers. In .1974 -76 Tharkhand
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made alliances with A:K.Roy's Party (CPI-ML) so there could
be proper mobilization of Industriel and Agricultural labour-
ers, The Jharkhandis also took‘part-in several tradeﬁunion
movement in the industrialrareasbff?];‘ But this allience

was not permanent. A.K.Roy was of the opinion that Tharkhe
andis are backed by the capitalists. Ultimately this alliance
ended in 1980. Sibu Sérep, in the recent gssembiy election
of Bihar fought with the’alliances of Congress-I1. }Thus the
history of political movement of the tribgs, particulariy
after‘independence failed to achieve the goal, the main

causes of whieh'werg the personal political rivalry, their
political and economic alliances withféapit'alists and ruling
parties. The cases of Weéﬁ’Bgngal'andAOrigsa are not differ-
ent, In 1982, Agseé%;y éieéﬁion of Bengal, CPM fought against
Tharkhendis. There was case of violent clash between the two
parbies in Midnspur and Bankura. As far as thelr area of
mobilization is concerned it inecludes the districts of Bihar,
West Bengal , Orissa and Madhya Pradesh. The causes of recent
movexents_among the,Ihamkhandis are underde?elqpmgpt of the_
tribal area, ignorance of the govéernment én‘develapment work,
land alienation, prébléms of food gathergrs and hunters,
appropriation of the right to forest and forest produce, bonded
labour problem, flesh trade,vand displacement of adivasis due

to heavy industry and unemployment atrocities of police and
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présence of several severe exploitatiﬁﬁ}&echanisms, Thus
it is clear that political independéﬁ&e of India has not

brought any remarkable change in the tribal economy..

II

~ Now we can interpret the implications of theoretical'
study of social movement in understanding the tribal move-
ment. It is clear from gnalysis of the;tribal movement that
ondy Marxist approach can diagnose the all aspects of tribal
movement . Marxist appnaé;h has special advantage in knowing
the histarical background, class formations and the contra-
dittions involved in the tribal economy and society. This
approach also exgiains the causes, course consequences and
various factors involved in shaping the nature of movement .
The Marxist approach is able to find eut the ideology of
exploiters énd exploited in,?harkhand areas. This approach
also gives special emphasis on the orgahization, means ard
methods of social movement. The positions of other theorists
on movement are not much clear in investigating and analysing

the tribal movement.



-166-

The functional ist and psychoanalytical theorists do not
putcemphasis on the historical background of movément, The
‘recert development of tribal prcblems have its roots in the
colonial administration, The British generéted different
modes of production in the tribal economy which resulted in
the férmation of differemt class., The pre~£andal mode of

R

production bf;lf?ff;.dj

SN

B . ¥ the tribesvwas transforméd into
feudal mode of production by'the British., The Marxist theory
also explains here as to how colonialiSm exercised the 1mpor;
té_nt influence in shaping and direcéi_ng the institutional

* framework of agrarian structure and iegislation@ ?he present
trgﬁbles of the tribes are due to the depressed coloﬁial
ezonomic situation. In independent India the nature of right
to property created and attraéted 8 number of moneyl@nding
class to exploit the poors. As a result of new agrariah

land legislation}a new moneylénding class also emerged

among the tribes. The unequal distribution of property and
interest of landlords created aﬁserieus situation of inde=-
btedness‘land alienation dependence cﬁ the workes in other non~
agricultural sectors. The disruption of their subsistence
economy resulted in serious discontent and social disorgani-
zation,  The situation of division of labour created ! <+ fur-
ther alienation ofworkers in industrial set up, and strati-

fication system among them., Now they have variations in
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their income, living style and mentality. Here we have got
success in analysing the importance of_basic needs in deter-
mining the tribal problems, e.g., land alienation, problem

of bonded labour, exploitation mechanisms and flesh trade.

The concept of property rélations:is crucial to.knowing the
natue of social movement and class relations. The leaders of
1hafkhand.belong to alien as well as from economically well-

off class.
11X

Although tribes_have not brougﬁt any stfuctural trang-
formation in their system through their struggle but most
of‘the poor section of their population are conscious about
their rights, ,NQW:theY know . how to struggle organizationally
with theirﬁqppopents,_ Their level of interaction for mobi-
lization have been growing everyday<f4#w?€?the masses., They
have activisps in the area of West Bengal, Orissa and Madhya
Pradesh., But the regions of Bihar is highly sensitive and
'cogécioué due to socio-economic structure of Bihar region,

role of education and political parties, A large se¢tion of
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non-tribal people took part in thd tribél movement to remove

the socio-economic disparities and exploitations; Now the
exploited non;tribals énq exploited tribals made their own
class, where ethnicity was insignifieaﬁt in the struggle agsinst

the exploiters.

The jharkhaﬁdis‘of Santhal Parganas ahd Chotanagpur appea-
1edf£he trﬁbes of the other parts of India %o support their
movemént, But this appeal failed to attract the other comm-
unities of the tribes. Simply.because tribes of Bihar donot have
any tradition of.comhunicationﬁﬁith the tribes of other part
of India. Although they face same type of problems.

| The tribes of Bihar in course of their movement have re-
ached an awkwa;d stage from where they cannot return to their
old past and cannot adopt the postfcapitalistie way of life.
They are not very clear ébout t@eir future programme of

action. They must think over it. There should be broad

based leadership for‘masslmobilization,_so_tpeip infrastrgqture

could be reorganized for an egslitarian prospertus sociéty,
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