IN MAHARSHTRA

CHANGING STATUS gé DALIT WOMEN
( A Sociological Analysis )

Dissertation submitted to the Jawaharlal Nehru University
in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the award of
the Degree of
MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY

MANDA CHINTAMANRAO WAGH

CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF SOCIAL SYSTEMS
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY
NEW DELHI-110067

1982



JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY | Gram : JAYENU

hool of Soctal Scioncee - Telephone : g32212

NTRI FOR THI STUDY GF SOCIAL SYOTEUS
_ New Mehrauli Road,
NEW DELHI-110067.

26 APRIL 1982

Certifiod that this dicsertetion entitlod

. “ Changing Otetus of Dalit Vomen in
tiaharashtra (A Soclologicel Analysis)® by
Mes Manda €. Uagh 45 oa originel work and
hos not boon oubmitted proviously by her for
any dogree to this or ony othor universities.
llo pecormond that the dicsortoticn be placed
rofore tho cxemincre for evaluation,

N _
{MANDU RAZL) (YOGEDRA SINGH)
Suparvicor LIman



ACKNO:ILEDGEMENT 5

The various minorities in India have drawn thoe
sarious attention of the academics from both in and
outside the countrxy. Thore are a large mumber of
studies on the problems of the Dalits but theso are
moestly either descriptive or problem oriented in noturo.
However, the piab;am,of the Dalit women hss not attractod
ony serious discussion. Prosent dicsertation is an
exploratory oxercise about changing status of the Dalit
women in a state like Maharashtra., I am very much
grateful to my supervisor, Dr Nandu Rem, for his active
guldance and cooperation. His encouraging comnents,
perceptive eriticioms, have contriduted significently %o
the shape the work has now,

I am also thankful to my teachezs Professors
Yogondra Singh, T.K. Oommen of the Centre and
Profossor M.G. Kulkarni of Marathwadse University,
Aurangobed fox thelr sble suggoestions.

I would alse liko to thank Shri R.P. Ganguxde
for his help. Furthex, it would not be fair without
expressing my deep sense of grotitudes to my frionds
Hrs and tir Yesambare, /rs Rajvanti, 5. Sandhya, Keiko,



is

Yasi, Nigax, Loele for thoir timely encouragement.
Thanks ayo slso due to the stoff of the Jawahorlel Nehzu
University and the Centre. |

I em vory much grateful to oy parents and Pravin,
Abhudaya ny brothers and Praodhnys ny sister who have
encoursgod me from time to time to complotoe the present
study. Finally, I om thenkful to the University Granto
Commission for granting me a rescarch fellowship for
completing this atudy.

Monda C. Wagh

NEW DELHI 110067 (MAMDA €, WAGH )
April 1982 ‘




CONTENTS

Page

ACINIOILEDGEMENTS 1« 11
Chaptex I INTRODUCT IO A 22
Chapter II  WOIEN IN MAHARASHTRA: A 23 - 33

SCCIAL PROFILE

Chaptor 11l  DALIT WQUEN IN MAHARASHTRA! 36 - 56
THEIR TRADITIONAL STATUS

Chaptex IV  CHANGING STATUS OF DALIT 57 - 17
WOMENS THE DEMOGRAPHIC
PERSPECTIVE

Chaptor V  CHANGES IN SOCIO-ECONQAIC 78 = 110
STATUS, ATTITUDES AND
PEHAVIOUR

Chapter VI CONCIIS ION 11l - s\

B 18 LIOGRAPHY 123 - 127



Ghaptor 1
INTRODUCTION

The position of women in many doveloping countries,
basides in economically and industrially advancod countriecs
hac undergone considerable changes during the recent past.
This has rooulted from the victoriecs achieved by the
national lihaxatipn movemonte in tho developing countrices
to which theo women slso hove contributod through their
various democratic movements. Such movenente have
parmarked the struggle of the peoplo of these countrics
into © now otoge which is choracterised by a more profound
social content, The proclamation of the principlo of
egual rights for men ond women in the constitutions of a
najority of those countrios must be considered as a
singular achievement in regard to womon's emancipation.

. In many of these countrios tho various electoral laws
also have been adopted under which wonen may take an
active part in politicol and public 11?9.1 Today, thoy
porticipate in the activitios of the various political
parties, trade unions and other public organisations and
are advencing, with 1ncxeasin§ froquency, toward tho

) § Chandrashekhar, /1.. ' The position of women
in the countries of Asia and Africa" in

Gomen Today, Kovalsky, N,A. and Blinova, Y.P.
ods, ), ii08cow, Progross Publishers, 1955,
pp! 210' 233' .



acquisition of loading positions, including tho

governmontal posts.

' In tho strategy of tho new statos of Africa and
Asia which 1is designod to bring about cconomic independence
and social ronowal a special importance is attachod to the
. full end rational use of lebour rosources and the broad
involvenont of women in production, In & loarge nunbor of
independent countrios the new labour laws have boen put
into effoct undor the influonce of tho struggle of working
claes poople for their rights. Logislations introduced by
the colonial outhoritios in these countries before
independence havo boen circumvented to protoct the labour
rights of the working class people, particularly the wonen.

Education aslso has been gonsidered important for
raising the status of the womon in these countries., An
illiterate woman cannot nanage her family well nor be
employed in today's highly nochanisod enterprises., But
we find that women aro discriminated in educational
endeavour also, ocspecially the sclontific¢ and technical
2 as the lovel of literacy end educational
achicvement among theam is lower than that among men.

education,

2 Ahooja~Patel, Krishna, ' lomon, technology
and dovelopment process, ™ Economic and
Political lieakly, Eept. 8, ?9%, Pp. 1349-1954.,



Thorefore, ﬁiagtﬁmihatton in the field of educotion leado
to discrimination in employment among women leaving then
only for the nost low paid jobs in the public or
unorganized soctor ond in sgriculture. In nany countrios
which are strugoling to coliminate tholr ccononic
backwardness wonon workors sre contimuing with thedr
damand for the nationelisation of thoe basic scctor of the
ogonomy, ond sbove ail, tho nationallsation of banks,
foreign«traode enterprises, ote. 50 a6 their interosto cay
also Do accomodatoed.

Besides, women in thoese countrios are aleo drawn
nore and nore ectively into the movenmunt for soclal ond
ocononic a georgsnisation there. This is so because
bullding up a national oconoay demando ehé eNOZmous
offorts of the entire populotion, Both the men and wonen.
Thus, worcon 40 tho doveloping countries want ¢o play
thoir active part in corrying out tho cejor econoamic tashe
confronting thoir countries with tho come determination
with which those countries have ence fought against
colonislism thore.?

Lonen in india

Several significant achloverente nade by the wonen
have been observed in the recont decades in Indic aleo.

3 Chondyachekhar, 3., opl.cit., P, 234,



Spooking at tho Second Afre-Asian Viomen's Conterencé
hold ot Ulan-Botor in 1972, 4. Chandrachekhar? soid,
v, .during the 25 yoars of indepondence Indian women
havo worked for winning thedr rights, to onjoy equalitv
in overy sphore of Indio’s social ond politicol life...
Parlioment hag onacted laws which'give women equal
rights...as thove enjoyed by non... Women_bbth in uzrban
and rural sreas aro coning forward in incrcacing nunbors
to nako use of opportunitics in educotion, claim for tho
right to work and agitate for higher living standards
for themsolves and their families. A now wonan fo
cnmeraing on the Indian scone, whoso soclal awarencos 1o
grouing and who Lo enxicus to rochapo ond remould India's

social cnd cconomic structure.”

Thore i3, howover, a great noed for Indian women
to cono forward and contribute ¢o the all-round
dovelopment of tho country todoy, especially when India
40 strivirg to earvo out its own position in the commnity
of the world's nations., Commenting on the women's
1iboration novement Indirxa Gandhts has stated, * Lomen's
liberation is not & luxury for India but an urgent

4 Ibid.

9 Quoted in Growal, Serla, ' The stotus of womon
end tho fanily planning novemont in India, '

%aurnal of Family Lolfara, Vol. XXII, 3.2,
c. 1 ?EF, .




nocessity to onablo the notion to move ahaad %o a life
which is nore satisfying oaterially, intollectually
and spiritually.*

If ve look back, we find that with o briof
poriod in tho Indian history which witnessed cetbacks to
the status of tho women, thoxe hos been o firm and cteady
rocord of thoir achicvements in differeont walks of life
and of the recognition of thelir steatus in tho secloty.
For instonce, in the pre-Buddhist timos in India the
sentinents toward womon wore very low, ho personal
1iberty of fundamental zights wore sanctioned to womon in
the Hindu socfoty. " The logal position of wonen,
" according ¢o tianu, the carliost oxponent of tho law, was
dofinitely bad. Thoy vore always depcndent on soncbody ==
on tho fathory, the husband or the son. Almost they vere

trented in low as chattala“'G

Equality botween the sexos, now rolentlessly boeing
advocated by the United Notions Cherter on Human Rights,
was reported to bo complotoly existed in India as back
as in 2500 to 1500 B.C. Buring that poriod women

6 Kalivda, B.G., * The status of women in
Buddhism, ** 1%3 Siddhas Collecge of Law
fiagazine, Bombay, P, 31.



enjoyecd rmuch groator cquality and tho discriminotory

ond proferontiol proctices vore cold Lo boe non-oxistent,
tozd Buddha now vory well obou? tho unogucl status
oocigned to tho comoen by thoe Vedic dictum, Ho oeccorded,
thorefoxre, o dignificd ond oqual ototus to them 4n the
socloty of thot timo. The entronce oven to the Duddhiot
Scngho (acoembly) ﬁaa opon to all irrcopective of sox.

On ontoring the Sengho o womun bocema o £froo aneitv'mnd
wos not concidored oo o olave of the man. The women wore
cdvised to put on white robos ond had to practise puro,
choote ond virtuocus iifo. Thus, duo to the initiotivo of
the Buddha the wonon who joined the Buddhist orxder boccnme
distinguischod for thoir intelloctual ottalnmonts ond coral

Qornectness,

Furthor, occcording to the Duddhioct Law, the husbond
has no right over the property of hic wife. GLhe wos in
cbsolute control of hex proporty and of hexself. But
anong the Hindue, luslirs end somc sects of Christianc,
tho wife hos alwoys boon dependent on some body for hor
livelihood ond curvivol., Agsin, accorxding to the Duddha
ond tho prosent Bnddhiam; the ideal of marriago is thot
it L8 2 partnorship of love and affcction ond when it
doos not oxict, it should bo dissolved, Thus, during the
time of Buddha women enjoycd a unique socdal and logol



pacition in tho cocloty, ond wore coneidored to be equal
with con. In foct, tho Duddha wos tho first nan cho
rovolted agoinot the inforior statuo of women and advoceted
for the accoxdonce of o dipgniflod stotus to then.

Tith tho passcogo of time, hotovor, tho position of
women in Indis detoxiorated. A nucboxr of scclol, cconomic
ond political foctors contzibutod o this pzocoss of
detorioration. As & rocult, sll tho rights ond privileges
onjoyed by the woaon in carly ﬁzmaa, ospociolly during tho
Duddhist period, wore vieGunlily loot to then.

The typicol ninoteonth contury Indion womon, then,
was en illitersto, Sgnorant ond depondent on hor husbend,
A woman woo oxpoctod to ond hor 1ife on tho funoral pyre
of hor husbond. &ho woo top wedk oven to rosont thic
barbaric cuctom. Tho Hindu womon, howovor, continucd to
bo cconcnically and soclally dapandent on hor hugband and
othor nale aordors in tho fomily. Sho had no right to
inhorit any propeorty from hor fothoxr oz huoband., &he
could not ecrn a living o6 she was not propoerly equispod
for it. Tho provailing coclial conditions maodo it
impogsiblo for o woman to work cutside the home. OChe
hod no time for 4t ony vay a5 sho wags heovily burdenocd
with continuous child bearing ond - ehild zooring., Che
©as, thug, ontirely dependent on her fomily for hop



sustonance and support.7

The impact of British zule, Englioh cducation and
Chrictianity propagatod by misslonarice rosulted into a
nunber of c¢hanges anmong the people in Indiao in tho 19th
contuzy. " Tho firsd impact of Westorn teaching on thoso
who rocolivoed it wos to incline thon strongly in favour of
the Ueotern woy of looking at things ond undexr thie
influonco thoy beont thelr onexrgles, in the first instence,
to the ro-ckemination of the whole of their anciont
civilizstion or thoir social usagos cnd inotitutions,
tholizr cclonge, their art, in fact their conception and
roolisation of life." °

The incorporation of cuch changes resulted later
into & nunbor of social ond religlous reform movemonts.
Tho brood aims of those movements in tho sociol sphore
wore specioclly to énphasizing on ecciol roform or
abolition of casto cystem ond Amprovemeat in tho rights
cnd status of women ond poople of ﬁheylcwer castos. They
stood gonarally agalinct social and logs) inoqualitics

7 tianchor, Sujota, " Rood o wenen's cquality,®
The Journal of Panily lielfaxe, Vol. XXII, No.2,
Cs 3, P ’

8 gatwarﬁhen. H?P'gind 3’?';Gﬁfhgl? {cds. ),
paechas cnd Lrdtings of Indlan loodexs
Asia vublishing {fouse, Doxnbay, 1§52,-P.’122.



snong mon and wemen. Lator, they got involvod in attacking
on certoin cocliol inotitutions ond practicos liko child
narricge, position of and ¢rentmont givon to widows ond
ceclusion ond %tho denicl of wonen's rights to proporty and
oducotion, the roots of which lay &n tho roligicus
traditions of difforont gamﬁunitiea.g

It was, thoreforo, inovitablo thot the noveoents of
coclal roform should dovolop within tho foldo of cach
roligion rother thon os & unifiod novenent for the
tronsforniotion of the soclety so & whole. The noot inportont
novenents that grow within tho Hindu coclety woroe the Drahmo
Samaj in Dongol, the Prorthana Samoj in [laharashtza ond tho
Axya Samaj in northorn India,

The Braimo saﬁaj wos founded by Ram llohan Loy in
1823, Concorned with religious issues it oppoced the
dogmatic otructure of tho Hindu roligious tradition.
Tho great zeform brought out by Rajaram lfohan Roy wos to
rvaice tho firot bannor against the Sati (colf emolation)
vhich was ultimately prohibited by law, It also attempted
to remove cortain restrictions ond projudicos, rooted 4n
zoligion against the women. Thooo included the abslition
of child (espocially girls) marriase, coclusion of women,

9 Tﬁwa:da %§%3115¥ == Roport of the Comfttoo
o Status of Uomen in India, Departmont
ef Social lslforo, Govt. of Znﬁia, Now Delhi,
1974, P. 50.
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1initod inhoritance rights, polygany, ote. The lama)
caphooiced on tho nood for ofucating womon ao ¢
conoidorod cducation os the boot instrumcnt to inprove
thedy poscitioa,

Lotor, undox the looderxrchip of Keshab Chandra Con
tho Drahao Samaj boecono nore concerncd with inproving the
position of wonmon, Provicion wos node for cducating
woon ot home ond tho governnont acsistonco was ensurcd for
this purpose, In 18062 an intorxre-cooto maxriage was
solennised under the suspicos of the Samnj. Opposition of
orthodox Hindus to the logality of such aafziaga rosulted
in ¢tho poscing of tho Native larriage Act (tho civil
nogriage act) in 1872 which poroitted inter-caste margiepo
and diverco, prohibitod polygyay ond prescribod the 14 and
18 yoars o6 tho nininum age of narrdage for a girl end

o boy rocpoctively,iO

In the same foshion, the Prarthana Samaj and tho
Arys Cemaj olso edvocotod for fmprovement in tho stotus
of wenan, Ghereas tho Arya fanaj emphoscized on womon's
ontitlenent for putting on socred throsd (Yajnopavit)
and thoreby recoiving cducation, the Prarthona Sanal

10 id, P. 31,
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attached much importance to cducation of women and widow
remarriage. Jyotlirso Phule, ... Kazve, M.G. Ranede, ote.
wore ocmeng the champions of coducotion and othor rights of
women in Maharashtra.;l In addition ¢o tholr valiont
effoxrt to modify the otrictnoss of caste system and ralso
status of the Sudra ¢lasscs, ' They gave sanctity to the

fomily rolations and rolsod the status of wonen, " 12

Aftor indepondence the logal and social status of
womon in tho country has ¢hanged beyond rocognition.
The latest Acts in the series of refommist logisletions
in regard to rights and position of women woro passad'
about two decades ago. These are tho Hindu Morriago Act,
1935, the Hindu Succession Act, 1936, Hindu iinority ond
Guordionship Act, 1956 and the Hindu Adoptions and
llaintenanco Act, 1936, Thoese Acts provide the Hindu woaen
a new charter of rights. Since then, no significont
logislation with tho sole oxception of the lledicsal
Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971, has been enactod to
inprove tho status of wonon in Indxa. Morcover, in
ahoonce of proper and rigorous implementotion these Acts
are unable to safeguard fully the intercscts of women in
india,

11 Naterajan, 8., A Contury ciol Ref in
India, Asje PabIIShing Ho"ug!wue,%‘*lombamy, S o

12 Ibid, P. XI.
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- Tho Hindu soclety, which developed over o perilod
of more than 2,000 years through the different reigns in
India hod neny common feetuzes like supremacy of the
Brahnins, dominance of mon over twonen, segregation of tho
lowost castes, horoditary occupations, casto solidarity,
and lock of frec social intercourse emong tho different
castes, Hoveovor, tho specific nature of political power,
sycstems of rovonue c¢ollection and ideology of the dominant
raoligious sects in cach political territory -- influenced

caste relations in a more complox marmar.m

Even in tho changod situotions the untouchablos
occupiod the lowest place. This moons, thore was no najor
altorotion in thoir ctatus in the Hindu social cystom.
This has beon true in tho cose of status of women olso.

In the Hindu socianl éyatem the status of & woman usually
goos alongwith that of g man, in tho case of a marricd
woman with that of hor husband. But in the case of a
socislly not rocognised marriasge, ospecially where husband
comos from an upper coste and wife from a lovwer csste,
stotus of both the husband and wife is detormined by that

13 Pondit, Nalini. " Ceste and ¢lase in

~sharashtra, ' Egonomic and Political toehly
{Annual Numﬁax), 1978, P. 428,



of the lattor. Hewever, in the nornol cource there
should be equality of stotus of both tho non end women
bolonging to & cortain coste. Vith the came lopic the
statuo of o Dalit wenon 48 not difforont from that of a
Dalit nman. DBut in octuality, wo find tho status of o
women 19 always considerxod inforior to that of oon, as
stated oarlior,

Troditionally, tho ctatus of tho Dslit woman was,
more or loes, oquol to that of thelr men in ovory sphoroes.
Thay enjoyod conoidorsble froedoan in mannging the family
affairs and holped the naloc in their occupations,
ospocially in agriculy;pl pursuits. But in the passage of
time the Dalit women glso lost thelr froodon and oquality
at lesst with thoir mon. Thexe have boen a number of
factors contributing to such a state of affairs., The
Dalit womon have boen brought to the status inforior to
thot of their men as a consequence of the genercl
pattorn that has taken place in the country. Socondly,
the Dalit cen hove boen gsubjected to the lowest status
in tho coste systen. There ieo no othor cacte group whieh
could bo oxtended o furthor inferior status providing
opportunity to the Dalit men to claim for & superior
status. Therofore, 4n absence of this the Dalit wonmen
have boon thelir irmaediate subjoct to be considered as
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thoir inforlor. And thirdly, the Dalit vomon, ecspociolly
bolonging to the bottor-off sections, have surrenderod
their frecdon and oquality to thoir mon by concldoring

tho lnottor at tho moin oarnor end confining thomsolvos to
tho domostic affeiro, Thiso ogaln 10 a part of the gencoral
trend undorgoing in tho country, ospocially eﬁong the
bottor-of f seetions in the soclety,

This loads to ¢onclude that the Dalit women hovo
baeen suffering fron the nultiple inforiorxity of thoir
stotus 1ike, o) inforiority of their stotus in rolation
to thot of tholir moen, b) having tholr status inforior o
thaot of the mon 4n gonernl, ond ¢) thoir ototus inforsor
to thot of womon in gonepal.

Howover, & number of chongoo hove taken ploco
caong tho Dalit wonon in the rocont past, Uith the
introduction of o nuobor of moacuroo cdoptod by the
govoranant and the various offorts made by covoral
voluntory orgenications tho oducational lovel, ospociolly
the ratc of literccy gmong the Dalit vomon has gono up in
comparicon to the provious deocodes. Thoy have also taken
up 8 nunber of cnploynonte including employoes in
industriol ond buroaucratic organisations particularly
in urben oress. In rurel arcas also tho Dalit women have
bocomo conoclous of tholr heolthy fanily rolotions, woge
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conditions and changing world view, though in the

i1imitod cense. In cortoin cases thoy have got opportunity
in thoir accoos to tho urban world clco through both the
temporary and permanent migration of thoir men.

The ebove mentioned changos have been recoxded in
the various Consuces and tho roports of the Comnissionor
for the Schedulod Castes and Schedulod Teibes, llore
proclsely, thess havoe listod chonges anong the Dalit women
in the denopraphic and educotional opheres in the country.
The data on tho goto of propoxtional growth of the
Schedulod Casto malo end fonale population in the rccent
docodes is an indicotion of the improvoment in hoolth
and 1iving conditions of their women.}¥ Those reports
also show the increase in the literacy rate among the
Dalit vomen in the country.

Changes have also taken placo among the Dalit womon
in the country by making the higher castos including their
womenfolk ac thedr reference., Tho Dalits in some poarts
of the countryhave emulatEd the culture and behaviour
pattorn of these castes in order to ochlaeve higher status

14 Trivedi, H.R., The Sc cd Caste Vioment

Study in &xglo!;a on, Concept Publishing
pany, U » 1976, P, 16,
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in tho socioty.}® But in this typo of attempt aimed at
upmord soclal mability omong the Dalits tho role of
their wonon sooms to bo quito narginal for initiator of
chonge in Iadian socioty axo generally the males and not
tho females. Tho Dalit women have been made to cdopt
customs and procticos which are gonerxally rejocted by
upper castos and do not contribute much to onhance thsir
pocisl status, Conversely, they have proved Lo bo
instruzsontal in making tho Dalit womeon losc thedr areater
froedon and equality that thoy have becn onjoying with
their mon under the indigonous social rﬂxationshlpa.16

Changes have, howover, token ploco among the Dalit
wonon both in c¢ities ond villogos and oxisting studieo
have triod to analyse thece changes though not in a nore
comprohensive and systematic manner. Ve would excmine,
in tho prosent study, the nature of tho chenges taking
placo among the Dalit women living both in citios and
villages. U2 will oleo onquire about the varlious factors

affocting ouch changes, Finally, we vould elso onalyse

15 For instance, the Jatavs (Dalits) of Agra (U.P.)
edopted this process initially, See 0.:, Lyneh,
%%%53138 of Ugtggcﬁab;%%éz, tNational, Delhi,

4. Srinivas has cal such a process among
the lower costos as sanskritization; GSee his
Social Chence in llodern India, Allfed Publichors,

16 Trivedi, H.R., 0p.cit.
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tho chonges toking place in tholr cocisl stotus in terme
of changes in thoiy domogrophic charactoristics, coclio-
ocononic condition and sttitudas and bohaviour of others
toward them. |

The Erzmesiork

| | Tho torm status has been used in the sociological
litorature in throo dtfféreut sonsos, FPlrot, tho stotus
hso beon uoed for the position occupiod by a person in
onc domain or the othex, 1ike gducation, cmployment,
income cte. Sccondly, 4t has boen used for a composite
of a8 nunboy of positions, For instonce, o composite of
one's position in ocducotion, omployment, otc. constitutes
onct's gtatuo. Thio type of ctotus is generally Rnotn oo
conposito atseua.17 Finolly, tho status hos froditionally
beon uscd for position of a porson {or rank of o caste)
&n tho ritunl or sroliglous hicrorchy of the coote system
in Indla.la In fact, a ototus in traditional Indio hoo
beon rogarded oo roligicus in nature and is not subjected
to any typo of chango., But in the oodorn timc in India
such a conception of status has undergono some sort of

changes. Today, tho status of a percon 46 regarded as

17 Sabogrvol, S., Y Status, notwork and social
mobility in on industrial town in Panjab,*
in his Poyond the Villaqe (ed.), Indien
Inctitute of Advenced “tudy, Simla, 1972,

18 Dunont, L. erarchicus, Popular
Prakasﬁaﬂ,'soggay, I%é%. '




hic position in ono ngpect or the other of matorial
achiovement. In other words, statuc of a peroon is
seon in toms of the cmerging clase strucfure, But, in
roal sense, otatus of a percon 15 to be seen both in the
class structuro ond caste system because the lattor 4o
not completely replaced by the former one. It is not
our intention heoro to measurc change in the status of
Dolit women in the context of the third typo of its
moaning bocause in the typo of exorcise done here it is
not possible to meoasure the change in the status,
mentioned above on the basis of information collected
from the secondary sources.

/Fn:thet, social status can be measured in tems
of the varieties of achievements in the areas of
education, employment, cconomic endeavour and political
power. In other words, chonge in the status of a porson
or a community can bo measured on the basis of the
nmaterial achiovement obtained in one endeavour or the
other os stated carlier. Tho other way of mecasuring
¢change in status of & person or a group or corunity is
to see whother a coxtain type of negative attitudes,
prejudices and behaviour of others have also changed,
The first way of measuring the change of status in the
case of o person or a group is not altogether a comploto
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one unless 4t incorporates tho socond type of moasurenent
also though it loads to tho changos of tho socond typoe.
Thus, such & poropoctive coens to be o viable ono for a
complete mocsurenont of change in the status of a porson,

a group or a‘commnnitytj

It hos alroody boen oaild that the Dalit women in
goneral have boon sufforing from both the typos of social
- dicobilities, nanoly, the nogotive attitudes, preojudices
ond oxploitetive bohevicur of the upper casto peoplo and
thoir low stotus in torns of educotion, employment, cote.
It hos olso bocn meontioned thot cortain amount of changes
have takon ploce in tholr traditional status. Such
changes have deon acgcolerated, in a way, by a numbor of
.social reform novements and the various governmental
moasuros provided for tho Scheduled Cootes as a wholo
though thece measures arc not vory specific about the
‘Ralis wonen.

It 1s, thereforo, proposed in the precent study
to oeosure the changos in stotus of the Dalit wonmen
particularly in idsharzoshtra in the perspective nentioned
above. Such a perspective {6 rolovont a8 it incorporates
both the matorisl and non-material typoe of chenges in
statuo of the Dalit women.
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Hypotheses

No body can deny the fact that the stotus of the
Dalits is changing in the nodern time in India. Such &
chonge also includes the change in status of the Dalit
women. Howover, the magnitude end pace of change is
moxe acceleoxated among those Dalit familles which arxe
educatod and'aociallv ond ocononically and politically
advanceod. 1t As our assumptlion that staotus of the Dalit
women 15 botter in citics thanvin\villages bacause the
various avenuas of chonges such as educatlion, seculsr
occupations, otec, are easily available in cities in
comparison to that in villagos. And finally, the various
provisions provided to the Dalits are effective only in
a linited number of the Dalits leading to the changes in
status of thelr women also.

Hothods

Location of theo present study is /Maharashtra
bocause this is a state whore a varliety of efforts on
organised bosis were made even prior to the nationsl
independence and a nunber of provisions ncant fox the
Dalits in the country have been cuch effectively
implemented there after the independence. Thus, both

the social rofoxm and governmental messures have
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considerably affected soclial status of both the Dalit

men ond women in this state.

Further, the matericl achiovenments like improvement
in cducational leovel, employment, cconomic independence,
political participation, increase in age ot mattiage‘and
cutemigration of the Dalit women will be treated as the
indepondont variasbles through which changes in their
socio—ccononmic otatus will be measured. Sinilarly, changes
in the soclo-psychological attitudes, prejudices and
behavicur of ceste Hindus toward the Dalit women will be
regarded as the dependent veriables as such changes aro
largely governed by tho changes in their caterial
conditions,

The present otudy is based mainly on tﬁe socondory
sources of material like, books and articles, Census
reports, reports of the Commissioner for the Scheduled
Castes and Tribes and also reporxts of the various
commissions and commtttéas publiched from time to time,
Although such souxces of material are not Guite
exhaustive in tomms of providing a corract picturc of
tho changing status of the Dalit women either in India
or in (laharsshtra, yet they serve, in a way, some
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The present otudy is divided into six chapters,
Chapter I surveys the present status of women in the
davelohﬁnq countries including Indie. It also explains
briefly the prosont status of Dalit women &n the countey,
beeidos providing a specific framework, a numbor of
hypotheses and methode viable for the present study.

Cheptexr 11 pfov&des o longitudinsl profile of
women in general and Dalit women in parxticular in o
state like Mahataehtra. Noxt chaptor gives on account of
traditional status of the Dalit women 4in the state.
Chaptex IV explainsg change in status of the Dalit women
in toxms of thalr demographic charscteristics in
tiaharashtra. Charge in the soclio-oconomic status, socisl
end polttiéai conociousness ond attitudes and behaviour
toward the Dalit women has beon snalysed in Chapter V.
Finally; the last chapter suggests come trond in the
change in status of the Dalit women in lasharashtra.



Chagtar 11

COIEN IN AHARASHTRA =« A SOCIAL PROFILE

liomon hove been regarded inferlor to men not only
in India hut?k:her countrics also in the world, as
mentioned in tho provicus cheptor. In India tho wormen
of oll backgrounde have beon pleced at inferiox position
in ovory wolke of 1ife ovon in the nodoxn tinme. Therxe
have boon a nunber of roacons for their such positions
which have becn discussed in tho provious chaoptor.
Howovey, tﬁere axro varlotions in position of the women
belonging to tho various Q:uapu and cootos end sub-castes
in differont parts of the country. Ue will examine, Sn
this chaptér, tho pocition of women in llsharashtzra in
torms of thoir proportion to tho total population,
literacy end educotional leovel, morital stotus,
¢nploymont pogsition, migration and soclo-political
awareness among them. Incorporation of these variobles
1o important os thoy affect much tho status of women
(and men olse) though some variables contribute more
significantly in this matter. For instance, " Gxports
on women studies as well as women themselves have often
baon prone to take the view that the quéatxon of
education and employmont is fundomental to their
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enjoymont of equality and status, ™ ! 1t 15 baced on

¥ the aaaumption‘that enployment gives a woman earning
capacity which in turn enhances her toclal status."2
Honceo, while drawing é‘prnftie of women in Maharashira,
wo will compare, nc and when it 15 necossary, tholr
position with that of the men. Vo will also analyce,
briofly, tho position of Dalit wonen in compariscen to that

of women in general in Maharashtra.

India 1is ths second fargost country in the world
in tarms of its population. This is truo in the coco of
its fomale population also. For instance, in 1901 the
fenale population in the country woo 117 millions which
rose to 264 millions in 1971, This 15 more than the total
population of any ltiestorn country. Thus, ovor the last
soven decades (1901-.71) or so, tho femole population in
India has increased by 147 millions or 123 porcent. As
compared to this, the nale population has incroased by
163 millions or 130 percent. Such a differential grouth
has, houever, brought about a8 decline in the scex ratio.

For instance, there were 972 females over poer 1,000 males

1 Anned, Kapuna, * Studies of Bducated working
women in India: trends ond icsues, * Economi

ond Political lisokly, Aug. 18, 1979, P. 14335,
2 mid,.
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in 1901 in India, but this ratio has declined to 930

femnles over pexr 1,000 nales 4in 19‘71.3

it is portinent hore to examine why thero hac been
docline in scx ratio over since 1901. There nay bo a
aunber of rensone behind such o decline, However, many
demographere have put forth the various hypotheses to
explain this., These hypotheses aret * {(a) highor
under romuneration of femajes in the Indian Cenous, (b)
the highor mortolity rate of fomales, (¢) the marked
preference for sons and the congequent neglect of women
at all ages, {d) the adverse impact of frsquaﬁt and
excossive child bearing on the heslth of women, (e) the
higher incidence of cortaln diseoves in wamen, » 9
tisthout going into Jdetails of these hypotheses it may be
ageeed upon thot those have been proved empirically true
by most of the rocent studies.

Further, i1f w9 look ot tho sex ratlio from the
point of view of the age and residential (ruraleurban)
background, ve find an uncvenness in it. In other
words, in 1971, there have boen 931 femalos over per

3 {awaxds Egga%itz; Roport of the Committoe on
ho Stetus of tomen in India, Department of
Soclal “.elfare, Govornaent of India, 1974,

Pe 9

4 mm. PQ 11!
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1,000 males in all pges in rural and urban ereas
respoctively. This has increascd stoadily in the caose
of the older age groups both in towns and villagoes, but
with the similex deferontials., Thus, we find that the
femalos, specially old women, have concentrated mainly
in villeges.

Besidos, the demographers and soclial plannexs have
astinated not Anly an increase in tho total population of
the country but also a proportional increase in the
fenale population by 1980‘a§5 Thus, the total populotion
in the country hos been cstimated to incresse by 124
nillions or by 21.3 porcent by 1986. The male population
is oxpected to increase by 63 millionsor 20.9 perxrcent
while the female populotion by 61 millfons or 20.2 percent.’
In other words, in comparison to 1971 the rate of
increase both in tho male and female population in future
in tho country has boen octimated quite low, Such
projoction of population Ls obviously nade koeping in
view the curve of population through the various mothods
of family planning.

3 See, for instance, Bose, Ashish. India's

%§%aggzagion - 129%-200 , Tata /icGrawe
1, Hew Lelhi, 1978,

6 Towvarde Equallty, op.cit., P. 1l.
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Finelly, the eex ratio is cstimated to bo 938
feaales over per 1,000 males Dy 1986. Of course, the
validity of cuch projection depends on the fulfilment of
the éasumptiona regarding tho reduction in the rate of
nortality and foxtility both among mon and women. This
aleo implios not cniy an improvement in the sox ratio of
males and femaleo but 2lso an improvement in the heelth
and social and oconomic conditions of the woman leading
to change in thelr status.

19 Maharashtra

[faharashtra 16 a state vhere a mumbexr of social
reforms had taken place prior to independence, especially
during the 19th century. Prominont smong these refomms
wero the roforms brought out by Jotiba Phule and i,Q.

Ranade., These social roformers wore concerned nainly
| with upliftment of the depressed peoople including women.
Thoy advised the women=folk to adopt the cleanliness.
They also encouraged them, by opening schools, to take up
the formal oducation and prepsre their children also %o
get educated. In the 20th century Dr B.R. Anbedker also
oncouraged, especially tho Dalit women, to forge the
educational training in them and thedir family.
Governnent also, on its part, has paid some attention
to promote education among the women in the State.
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In vicw of tho above mentioned foacts ono may
assumo that Status of the womon in Uaharsshtra 1s better
than that in othor otates. Howevor, such assumption nay
bo oxamincd on the basis of avalilable facts relating to
thoir representation in the total population of the state,
their literscy rato, marital status, age et norrisge,
empiaynént position, ote.

We have mentioned caridier thnt the sox ratio and
roto of growth of malos end fomales varios from castes
to castes and states to states, Thie is truo in tho cese
of Haharashtra also. If we look ot the sox ratio in
llaharashtra, wa find that thero have been 932 females
over 1000 males in 1971. This 15 & slightly higher rate
then that in the country (930) as o whole, But when we
look at the differential growth of the female population
in comparicon to population of tho males in laharashtra
in different decades, wo find » continuous decline in
that (oxcept in 1941). Such decline 46 obeerved also
in tho country as a whole and has beon regorded as
* a disturbing phenomonon in the contoxt of the statue
of waman."7

that tho decline in the sex ratlo in iaharashtra has been

Dut the interosting point to note here is

7 Towards Equality, op.cit., P. 1l.
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conoistontly less than thot in tho country. This can
bc scon in the following table.

Oftablo 2:13 Sex patlo (females por 1,000 molos)
in tho different deeadaa (1921»1911)

.; !ﬁa!ﬁsasﬁsa »
' Sex_ratio '

. Degados Tndia E“"sﬁﬁharashtra
1921 933 950
1931 950 247
1941 245 249
1931 946 941
1961 941 936
1971 930 032

Sources Computed from Towards aggggégz. Roport
of the Committee on the Status of
Uomen in India, Govt. of India, 1974,
Pp. 10-195, :

Another point to note hore is that the
roprosontation of tho fomsle in tho totol populotion
in Maharashtra is quite low Ain comparison to that in
other states lilke Kersle, Orissa, Bihar, ete. Thus,
lHaharashtra occupies 9th place in the sex ratio after

8

the states montioned above. Kerala is the only state

in which reprosentation of the female population has

8 Ibid, P. 13,



always beon more (1019 accoxrding to 1971 Census) than
that of tho male. However, sox rotio does not give
corroct picture sbout ctatus of womon except & ¢luc to
surmice that a bolanced sex roti{c provides equality of
women with men at loast in toxms of their numerical
strongth.

Literacy

l'omen have always been lagging behind men in terms
of 1litorocy both at the national and state levels, OQut
of 29.03 porcont iiterate population in the country,
thore vorc 39.9 porcent males ond only 18.7 percent
fomales, cccording to 1971 Census, Similerly, out of
39.18 percont literates in Mohargshtra there were $1.03
percont nales and only 26.44 percent females., Thus, the
1iteracy among females in tho otato is proportionatoly
legs thon the nen as 45 60 in the case of the women in
the country.

As it 4o true that a large nunber of women live
in tho rursl areos in lisharashtra, the literacy rate
enong them is low (17,89%X). Thus, cut of 26.44 percent
total literato females 4n the State 47.3 percoent literate
females live in urben areas. Although the literacy
aaong females is higher in ugban areas than that in
rural areas, yot this is quito low in comparison ¢o that
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among tho urban naloe (66.8%).

Ono point 45 worth noting here thot the literacy
rote emong femoloe in the urban arene is highor then
thet of males (42.3%) living in rural orecs, Apparently
it ecome that tho status of women in urben crede fo
bettor than the status of mon living in rural eroas.
That nay be, to some oxtent, tmo elso. But, it will bo
erroncouc to draw such o conclaaioh boceuso tho status of
wonen 4s to be coon in torms of a cettain social opace,
including zeezdentiai locatione (rursl and urban) in which
they livo. In other wopds, whon ve conpare the status of
women, at least in teima of litoracy among them, both in
urban ond rural arces separately, we find that it le
certainly inferior to that of mon not only &n rural oxeas,
but in uxban ai@ae also. In sbuonco of authentie dota
rogarding onralment of womon for tho vorious typos of
highor and technical education it Lo not possible hore
to rocord thoir oducational achiovemont in tho otate.

Horitel Statup

In theo traditional set up a female enjoycd a complete
status of womenhood if sho was marricd and an unnarried,
widow or divorced lady hod olways beon looked down upon
{n the cocloty. [loreover, a woman marriod within tho
caste enjoyed better status than that who marricd ocutside



tho caste. To discourage tho intorwcaste pogriagos a

runbor of rostrictions voro impoced, in sn orxgenizoed

monnox, cmong the Chitropur Sopswot Brohoins in
Monarachtra.® In the breeant century como changes hove
gortainly takon place in thisc rogard. Y The coste

ondogamy io brokon somotimes, ospecially in urban oroas,
Studiocs mado within the loot %on yeors show this more
fraquently, ...tho peoplo iavolvod in 4 wexo educated
peopla and sccial roforners ond the vory fact of thoiy
tntoéumasxiago nado thoo o cubject of publie cenﬁrovaxa&ea."g
Such narriagos, howevor, woro not always bonds according to

tho status of ¢the wonon cqual to thot of men.

It is only in the rocont yoors thot the wonen,
ecpeciolly after getting oducated, have stortod claiming
for thoir indepondent status Airrespective of their nmaorital
status., Howover, this ic true in the cesce of o lindted
nuxber of fenales, espocially tho urbon e¢ducated ones.

But marical status of o wenan decides, by and lorge, hor
status 058 cuch in tho cocfoty. It is, therofore,
interesting to 8o tho morital status of women ond draw

8 Ghurye, G.o., Ccot Ragco 1ida, Popalez
Prakashan, D ay. gg ﬁg %Sﬁfqb. feo also,
Karve, I.. Mo ar@&& 2 &nd and Its Peo
Govornaont of liof arash ro Publications, ay.
1968, Ppe 161-63,.

9 Korvo, 1.,

iaharachtra « Lond and 4¢s Pcopla,
Pp. 162-3,
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cee inforonee ocut of thot about thelr cotuc in

Mahoaroohtro.

Flgures portaining to the totol aRunbor of corricd
vgnon 48 nod ovoliloblo odthor et tho country or Rhw
stoto lovel. ‘Howovor, figurcs portoining to tho moritol
stotus of tho totol populetion in lohorachtzs onplains
thaot noxo thaon 90 porecnt of peoplo ore oilthox unmarricd
or widow/uldcouor op soporatced., Fupthor, tho poreontogo
of unnarriod population (both coles and fomoloo) 1o high
in urbon (36.6% moloe ond 40.9¢ femoloo) and zural
(599 oolos ond 44,7x fomoles) orons. It 4s oloo
intorooting to noto thot tho porxecatago of fomnles,
cither widew or soporated, s highor thon thot of moloo
both 4in rurol ond urban agoos. Thic ooy bo secon fren
tho following tobla.

Toble 2.2: lordtal Sgatus of weaon in
Hohaznohtbrn,

Yapulotion S L. 578 U3

ff' g 93.91 41.59 D.13 0. 29 e U4
Totnl Vbremales 44.03 44,28 9,30 0,43 0. 02

R‘éﬂ'ﬁl Linlcs 99.9 410 9 2o 9 O 3 Q. 63

remnics GA4.7 4449 0.0 Oud Q.02
Uzbon gg&ggmm 95.6 41.9 1.6 0.1 Q.67
anales 48.9 41.95 8.0 0.3 .02

Sourcos Computoed fren Conctus of Indie
(rohorachtro), 1971



Ono nay ooy that tho stotus of camon in charoshtra
ic now botter os noxo than 50 poreont women in tho otote
ore not norricd. But this may bo wrong to say becauso
quite o oizooblo nuzbor of then ore widew op coparated
ond, thus, not sluoys accoptod oo dignificd persono.
Howovoz, tho sorital statuo of tomen dooo not give ony
- correct pActure obout thelr status oo a whole.

Enployment

Employnont anong wenen 19 anotheor indicator of
neoasuring Sholr ototus. Since s lorge najority of poople
including women are unecployed both in the gountry oend
particulerly in !loharashtra, thoe employnent factor olso
oay not holp us coapletoly to oxplein the status of vonen
in e¢ho stoto. Yot, this noy ouplolin at lesst cconomic
independence of thoso weuen who ore eoployed in tho
vorious cetivitics, It 1o plcp significent froa the point
of viow of enjoying grooter freedom, outonemy, though |
1imitoed, nero prostige in tho fonmily by such wonen.

Traditionally tho women, ospocliolly coaing from
uppuxr castos- voro confined only to the domestic activities,
as atated in the provious chapter. " ot 50 long ago in
Zeharoshtra, Brohmin voacn, ceopocially in xural arces ond
gven those btolonging to richor houses, had to foteh all
the wator needed by tho large joint femily bocoauco Brahning
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could not use the wator touched by othor castes, Thoy
hod to scrub all tho poto and wash all the clothos.® 10

In tho proscoent contury, howover, changos have
taken place in tho enploynmont pooition of wotien 4n the
otate. lomen hove gome out of home ond taken up a variety
“of ocononic cotivitios.

Uhen ce look ot tho engogenent of womeon dn tho
various oconsiaic activitios ovor tho post half century
in tho staoto, wo find ﬁhnt their lopge nojority 4o confined
to agriculturc only, " ...Though the propogtion of people
working An cogricultuze hoo olightly decroased, the
proportion of vozecn voriking in cgriculturs (in westomn
t‘\aharashtza) has inercased ¢onaiae:abxv."1x In the cose
of the cactern Haharashtza this has romained the sare.
Furthor, ' (a) tho porcentago of women working in 190)
1o olightly lowor thon in 1901 cnd (b) a laorpe percentoge
of wonen ¢than in 1901 vorking in ogriculture presente
a8 picture of o socicty passcing {rom peasant culture into
" 12 Again, thore wexe 28.7 poreont
women employed in tho various economie activitics in

an induotrinl ora.

10 ibid, P. 90.
11 ibia, P, 119,

12 lbld. 9. 1220
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uzbon ond rusol oroas in 1971, Out of this, 51.9 pozcont
end 33,0 porcont woro ongogod ao ocgricultursl laoboupors
and gultivotoro xodpsctivoly. Sinilorly, thore woro 2,9
poreont cnd 2,6 porcont wozen tho wore cngacod in the
houcohold ond non-houschold induotrics. Finally, thoro
werd 9.9 porcont woemen vho wore aaploycd in othor cexvices
in tho stote,

Uhen oo comparo the ropresontation of woaen in tho
varioua ocononic cctivities with that of con, ve £ind thot
thoy olwoys log behind the non oxcept in asgricultursl
labour where thoy work nogely as copvontss Thio cen bo
soon fron the following toble {Soo P. 37 for table 7.3).

There 45 a growing tendency among the pcoplo in
tho country ond aleo in llahoroshtra that they nigrate
fron purol to urbon oroas. This 46 co Decsuco people
nigrato to urban orees in torms of getting better
enmploymont, cducation, individual froedon and botter
way of life. Uomen in the otato also have followed thio
trend, DBut in neot of the casoc they have cigrated to
towne ond citiecs not alono but alongwlith othor we-bero
of their fanily, oepociolly thoir husband. Only dn
fow casoo, thoy have gone alono to urdan arcas oither
for gotting h%;hex oducotion or employaont. (hile
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Tabloe 2:3s Econom&c ectlvitias of tho

Emnploynont
category

Total workors 18390279 13603032 4787247
(x00) {100} (100)

I Cultivators 35.9% 36,16 33.78

11 Agricultural 29,33 21.50 51,94
labourors :

11X Livestock, 1.6} 1.96 0,16
foreostry, _
fishing,
hunting ond
plantetion

Iv ;ilning and 0,24 0.96 0.20
Gguaring

V  tenufacturing,
- sogviecing end
ropalires

a) Housohold 3.06 3.12 2.90
industrics

b) Other than 9.96 12,53 2,60
household :
inductrics

VI Conctruction 1.90 1.7 0.69

VII Trode, commoree 6.70 £.91 1.95

VIII Transport, 3.04 3.94 0.03

otorego and
con-unication

IX Other sorvices 9.00 10,21 5.94

Sougced Consus of Indio (ioharashtra), 1971.
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staying in tovns ond citicos thoy ore cmployed oostly in
uncloancd or nonlal jobs and only in somo cases in tho
twhio-colloxr jobe.

In the reccent yoors a fow nunber of wonen have
taken up skillod and come of thom highly skilled jobs,
administrative responsibility and academic ondeavours. In
gbeonco of any staaiética ot prosent it is not posoible
to show the numbor of wonen omployed in tho various types
of activities in uzbon ardaa. Howovor, theoo activitioo
have helped only o omall murbor of women to #aiee thoir
stotus in urben arecas, A large nojority of the working
women 1o still onpoged in unskillod and cemieskillod typo

of activities oven in urban arcas, 0s stated carlier,
Viomo [lahaxashtz

l'o hove nentioncd that nearly holf of tho vwomen 4n
the stato ore active in the various oconomic pursuite
both in rurol cond urban areas. Lo have aloo diccussed
their literacy, morital and nigratory statuc en the
basls of which thore scons to be some improveront in
thoir over all status in the otate, Henco, such otote
of affolrs among the woaon include the Dalit women also
in tho otate which have been discussed in doteil in
chapteors throe, four ond five. (e would, howovor, like
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to give hero a bricf rosums of their prosent otatus in

HMaharashtra.

lie hove montioncd in Chapter 1 that the Dalit
women have boen most deqradah in tho country in gonorsal
and in Maharashtra in particular, This ie clear when we
look st thoir liteiacy roto, marital status, ampléymént
position, atc. In regard to litoracy, we find that only
12,8 poreont Dalit womon were litexate in comparison to
26.4 porcent womeon in gonorxal, in 1971 4in the otate.
This was abovo one-thizd of the literacy among tho Dalit
nen (37.04), Further, the ceme raotio of literacy was
meintainod betwoon the rural and urban orcas as it wes
only 9.2 porcont among the Dalit womon in rural arcas in
comparison to 24.2 percont in urban arcos. Thus, tho
Dalit wonmoen aro the most illiterste porsons &in tho state,

In tho cace of the morital status ond age ot
marriage aleo the Dalit women are the most affected persons
of tho various adversaries like widowhood, divorce,
underage marriage, ote. According to an estimate,ls
the average age atvmarxiag& of females was bolow twenty
years, in 1961 in all tho twenty six districts in
tisharashtra. This includod obviously a large najority of

13 Towgtds ﬁggﬂ;gtx. op.cit,, P. 24,



the Dalit women, ospocially in rurol aresas, who got
narriod boforo twonty yeaxs of thelr oge.

Finolly, the Dalit women both &n rursl ond urban
aroas oro employed mostly in menial jobs, Us havo
montioned that o majority of the employed womoen in rursl
arpcag are ongoged in agricultuxal activitics 1like
cultivation, labour, étc. The wonen labour-forco in
cgricultural activitios conmpriscs largoly of Dalit women.
Only a samall number of thém are ongaged ao culttvators.
In tho case of migrotion thorso scems to be an imbsolance
botwcon the Dalit men and wonan as the formor migrote in
nost of the timo tenporarily to the urbon areas in search
of jebe. Thus, their womonfollk are left behind in rural
oreas. However, in thoso casos where the Dalit women do
nigrate to urban oreas, thoy aro ofteﬁ acconpanied by
their nonfolk. There they either get engaged in the
cano economic activities in which thoir menfolk do or
thoy look aftor fomily affodrs vhilo staying at hoﬁe.
lloroovor, like some womon in gonsral, a fow number of
Dalit women also nigrate alone to urban axcas and pursue
thoir study or employment. In sun, tho etatus of Dalit
women, at present, in loharashtra 1s not much.zevealing.

as stoted eorlier.



CHAPTER 111
B Ty
DALIT LOMEN IN MAHARASHTRA : THEIR TRADITIONAL STATUS

Tho Untouchablos had boon kept, once outoide and
lator bolow, in tho four<fold division of the Hindu
socloty in Indio. Tho four vaznag or casteos, ncooly,
Brahming (prioots), Kshatriyas (worrioxs), Valischyos
{morchonts) and 8hudras (corvitors) broke loter up into
tho nuiicrous groups and subegroups, '*all with intricato
sets of rulos and rogulstions governing thoir contoct with
goch othex,.."l But the najor line dividing the top
throe vemos from tho fourth, the Shudras, was the
ontitlonent of the former to wear the sacxed threed
" which idontiffes thom as *'twice<born' neoaning that in
g symbollic second birth thoy have beon admitted to tho
ctudy of tho vedat or in offect, recognized oo mozre orx
loco fully privileged Hinaua."z However, the four vornac
arc known oe Scvarnas (with Verna or within the Varne
system). * Tho untouchableos op Ati-Shudras are colled
AVDENBS == those Who have no varna® ° (or outside tho

varna system).

1 lcace, H.R., India‘s Ex—ungg%chableg, Agia
Publishing Houso, ay, 19695, P, 20.

ibid,

Ambodkar, BeR.; Lho Goro the Shudras?,
Thackors, 1970, VE"’ 20.”"""‘3"”"‘5"“2
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Soeda ggbill the Da

Through the passage of history the Untouchablos
were rogoarded, somotimes in the 400 A.D., as a part of
tho Hindu casto system, if not of tho varna systen. This
was an outconme of a second reconcilliation among the
various groups, esﬁeciallv those who were at tho top in
the Hindu sgcial order.4 They were clamped with the
numerous soclal, roligious and lepal disabilitioes amost
in the camo fashion in vhich once the Shudros of thoe Hindu
varna oysten verc subjocted to. As the caste systen
became more e¢rystalllzed, tho untouchables were regarded
as unseocable, unapproachable, untracecblo, ete. during
the Gupta period, * In many plocos they could not enter
at all upon streets or lanos used by caste Hindus, or
olse they hsd to carry brooms to brush away their footprints
in the dirt bohind them ns they passed. In some places,
they could not contaminate the earth with thoir spittle
but had to carry littlo pots arcund thelr necks to keep
the ground reserved for caste Hindu spittle only.*'s

4 Anbedkar, B.R.; Ihe UQQ%ghabAes, Jetavana
tiahavihaya, Shrasvast . )7Pe 204, Also
see his Uiho were the Shudras?, op.cit.

9 Isaecs, H.R., op.cit., P. 27. See also Ghuryo,
G. 5., %ggge and _Race tg lgd;a, Popular
Prakeshan, Bombay, and Jlajundar, D.!. and

T.N. Hadan, An xngroggggégg to %ggia; Agght%gglggz,
Asia Publishing House, Bombay, 1937, Pp. 231.32.
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In sovorsl parts of tho countzy, copociolly in
tho Southorn stotos, phyeical distances were proscribed
for the untouchablos tb keop themeclves eway fren the
peoplc of other enstoo., For inotence, they wworo suppoced
to nalntein o distance of 33 foet fronm lovw-patod groups
1ike aztison ond othor menial groups, 66 foot from the
middie level costes including costes sinilar to the
Kohotriya of northosn India ond 99 feod from the Drahnins,
the highost-rated of all, " By sceme rules on untouchable
had ¢to schout a worning bofore ontoring a streot so that
81l tho holior-folk could got cut of the way of his
contaninasting ohadew, Dy othoro ho could not raise his
voice ot all boceuse tho sound of hie voice falling on a
caste Hindu's car was &oamod to be oo polluting os hia'
touch."é |

Untouchability, thus, wos found sil over the
country, though 4% was ouch more ccute in the lNortheorn
states. In the coxnbined Maharashtra state, tho
untouchables were allowed " ,,.not to nake freoe use of the
public conveyances end discrininntion in somo form or
other was practised in somo of the public or cemli-public
1nat1tutlon..."7 In villagos olso, they ''wore not even

6 Ghuzye, G.S.? up.ait.,'Pé. 3«13, Also sge
- Llajunder, D.N. ond T.N. (iodon, op.cit.
7 Raport of the Com ittec on the Anelioration

of tho Boeckward Classos in the llorgcd OState
Arens of the Bombgg Ctate, Dombay Governient,
Bombay, 1930, P, 33, .



allowed to move about froely in now clothes or vear
shooe in the presence of otherc. The Harijons wore also
mode rendop customary cervicos amounting to forced labour

for little or no remunaration, * O

tloot of the ﬁntouchabla castes in tho ctate were
asseciatod with the traditional horeditary occupations, os
nontioned earlier, Some of them had occuplod the
horoditary offices olso in villages for which thoy were
roouncorated in kinds., In the case of Mahars thero waee &
systom of Mohaxki Usttan lands (o small plecc of lond)
granted to them for thelr village watchmanship and other

cetvices.9

Since they werc engagod in troditional
hexcditary occupations often defiled in naturs, oven small
picce of land could not improve theiz ccononic position

- and prajse their status in the soclety.

The Untoucﬁablea were, in a way, excomunicated as
thoy were mode to stay outside the village or the main
cettlenent., In other woxrds, the Untouchables were found
in ovory village but their settloments were locoted
cutsido the aain villages. This trond ic found oven
today in the country, In lsharashtra also this practice
15 on since conturies. For instance, the lsharas being

8 Ibid, P. 40.

4 Ibid.
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the largest Untouchablo conmunity in the stato aro to

be found in overy village but their quarters aro

located outcide tho walled villages.l® In fact, in
every village 4in Mohazashtra there are Mohazwadas oand
idangwadas (the settlemento of the !lohars and Mahge -
oanothor major Untoucheble caste in the state). Furthere
more, the houses in which they were supposed to live
woge also to be constzucted in tho mannex different from
thot of caste Hindus. 1In a word, the ontire way of living
of the Untouchables had to be distinct from thot of ceste
Hindus, Thic continucd till tho end of tho eighteenth
century.

D tlome Past

In Chapter I we have made a conjocture, though a
logically derived one, that the Dalit women have been
thoe nmost degraded porsons in India, They have been the
victims not only of mon in gencral but of the women ond
their own mon also. Here, we shall montion about the
social degradation and econonic exploitation of tho
Dalit women in a ctate like lMoharashtra and compare them,
as and when necessary, with that of the Dalit women in
tho country.

10 fobedkor, D.R., The Untouchables, op.cit.,
Pe 334
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Like the Dplit men, the Dalit women aloo have
undorgone the countloss oocial dtaabilitlcs and oconoale
oxploitation., The numerous sociol ond religious
dicabilitiocs ipposcd on tho Daslits werc to bo shared by
thoixr womonfollt also. This was 860 not only in rural but
ovon in urbon arces. Buring the Gupts poriod tho Dalit
or Untouchablc womon wore not allowed to woar any
ompnents nor cvon clothoo abovo their waist. It ioc ototed,
" ,..thot tho bockwardnoes of our connunity oo woll as our
olstors followod, in tho middle ages, with tho origination
ond commencemont of tho coste system, particuloriy tho
untouchability. Tho people of our comrunity verxc
segregatod and outcastod by the othor Hindu cocmunitios.
Thoy had to livo outoide tho villages ond had to do all
sorts of menisl and filthy work. This social tyronny did
not stop hoxce but wont o otop furthory it did not allow
the untouchebles even to put on decent clothes, or

ornamonts, * 11

Even today, in somo places * nothing rosembling
ornanent or finery is allowed® to bo worn out by tho
Dalit womon. Thus, in somo parts of the country

n Dongore, Sulochana, Preoidential address to
the All Indio Deprossed Clasgos Vomen's
ggzgeronce, hold at Nagpur on 20th July,

[ ]
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" to clothe thomselvos with cortain articlos of show or
luxury in public*® 12 is tho right given ¢to cortain

castes only. In Southorn Indin, for inctance, " wearing
of clothes above the waist wns formerly a privilcge of
the twico-boxn castes while the Shudra castec themeelves
until quite rocently insisted thet it was forbidden to the
oxterior of untouchable cestos. The same prohibition
oxtendod to the use of gold or even silver ornaments or
umbrollas and oven of shoos,® ¥ This was found in Horth
India clso whore the Chemars were beaten up by uppor
castes, copociolly tho Rajputo whom they emulated in torms
of dressing or wearing the gold ormaments., Similar typoso

of practices were found olsewhere aleo in tho country.

Traditionally, the women in Indis have been supposed
to bo confined to home only, 08 stated in tho previous
chaptor. " A married woman's world is hor homo and she 4s
primorily roquired to look after the welfare of hor
husband, her progeny, and other ctenbors of the family,
if any, and the husband's tosk 18 ¢to assume full
‘responeibility of meking odequato arrangements for the
provision and protection of the family. (hile the
sphoerc of the wife has boen strictly limited and confined

12 ggwble. {.Ri,dnxee ond Awakeg%gg o§ Daaggasgg
asses in India, National & shing House,
W Ve hi’ iﬁw,’l’p- Gy

13 Ibid. '
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to the home undor the protoction of man, the husbend's
ficld of setivity is largely outside the home.® 14
Thic ic applicablo, to some oxtent, to tho Dallit womon

algo,.

The Dalit wonon wero, ond they are oven today,
tho noot flliterate porsons in the socloty. Not evon
o oinglo cago of tho Dalit women cducatod bofore the
boginning of thioc century hos boon poeported, But
econcaically, thoy wore rolatively 1ndnpendent'aa tholr
econemnic aetivitios wéxe not only confincd to the hozo bul
thoy were equally aetive in the fleld also. ''libmen £rom
the lowor strota of socioty (Dolit womon) hove’alwaye
worked for wagos in this country, but thooe from uppor
classos wore mostly confined to their homes, ® 15 Thus,
thoy wore co=~journors of tholr husbond or othor male
ncnbors in tho fomily while working on the ficldc owned
elthoxr by the fonily or otheors. 1In lMsharashtra also the
major Schodulod Conton like Chambhars, lizhers, langs,
atc. wore ongegod in troditional occupaticns liko tenning,

14 Rapur, Pronille.

15 Sen%upea, Padmind, * In trodes end professiong,"

in Toro Al Daig zed.) Ueron _of Indin
Government of India, llbow Welhdi, 9~B,'P. 240,

%oe ilg°n§ha§§@p§§?§1?i jg%a- Jdazziage and
llorals, [oeo shing Coapany, Calcutta
1949, Pp. 2332, ' !
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shoo naliing, wolding ropos, otc.lﬁ Thoir vomenfollt alse
uscod to aosist thom in their ouch activities.

Though the Dalit women in the past wore sarning
noabers in the fanlly ond spporontly onjoyed almost
oequal stotuo with tholr mon, but it doos not mean thot
thoy woro economically indopondent in the absolute sonoo.
In foct, they were economic contributor to the fanlly
incomo and it was tokon for granted that the womon hod to
work oven outoide the home like othor memboxs in tho
fomily. Thoy vere, hotiover, rogaxded 1nferiox to thoirx
nen. dven outside tho home they vore looked down upon
by othero, copecially uppoer ¢actoe nen and women bocauso
for thom thoy werpe nerely laebourors like others. 1In
addition to their beliny considerad less harxd svoxrking than
ren and thereby gotting low wages they vwere rcgarded
sogially inforior beéause their working in the field vas
agoinst the tredition of non-nmannusl labour exmong the

wonen, especially tho upper costo woenen.

The Dalit women like their men in lloharashtra
and olsevwhore in the country wore subjccted to the
various typac of social diocriminption and untouchabllity.
In'the nost genoral sonce they wore treated untouchables

16 Karve, Iravati, Maha§aa ras Lond and Its
Poeple, Jaharoohirs ( @Jvemrmf'én"t”.“umbay,
D » ppi 19"33.
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and discriminated ogaznat; But in some specific
contoxts ilkeo helping the uppor caete women ih their
domostic worke (but oxtromely non-pollutory in nature)
ond attending them at the time of their delivory they
vore not discriminatod pgainst. Thus, thoir subjection
to the vorious typos of discrimination and untouchability
vis-o=vis their inferior stotus was contoxtuel and

conplex and not & simple one.

Another vory peculiar form of soclal disability
of the Dalit women in Maharashtra and neighbouring states
was their stotus of Devadasis ox iuralis literslly mocning
a fomale servant of God and dodicated to tho proolding
Daity in the temples. © In its original import, marricge
of the Dasi (femalo sexvant) to the Deity is o
ronunciation of ordinary family life and a consocration
to the sexvice of God... whatever its origin, the systenm
has now degeonerated into ono giving religlous sanction
to the vulgar profession of prostitutes, The degeneration
has gone 8o for that the Dovadasis or lluralis no longer
even live in the precincts of tho tomples to which they
are dedicated, but aftor consecration are considered

froe to follow the profession of a prostitute wherever
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they‘pleaoa"‘lv Initially, the proctice of Dovadnscis

or durolis focilitatod tho Dalit womon in the state to
got thoir status enhanced but as the practice degonerated
20 the lovel of prostitution, thoy were brought back to
tho Gctatus worst than oarlier. Thus, tho osystea of
Dovadasis praveévto be anothor form of exploitotion of the
Dalit women in tho stete.

Sﬁataa in tho Fggilz

lie hove montionod that the Dalit women heve been
engaged in tho vorious cconomie activities, both in and
out of homo, in cddition to thoir normal donestic works
1ike caring for husband, looking after children ond other
meabors in tho family. Ue have algo said that thoir
engagenent in tho ocononic activities helpcd them, in a
way, ¢o onjoy equal ctatus with tholr cen. Sinco thoy
voro helping out thoir husbond in performing horeditary
occupations, they could influence, ¢o some extent, the
najor doclision«naliing in the affolrc both within and
cutside the fonily. Howevepr, in India theore oxiots s
typlcal pottorn of relationship botwoeon husband cnd wife

17 Roport of the Committee on the Anoclloration
of ths Boackward Clesees in tho Morged State
Araaes of the Dombay Stete, op.cit., P, 995.



that ic of tho mole dominonce and female subordination.

* The husband onjoys the superior position ovor the wife
and tho mojor docision-making roleo are mostly the
donain of the husband,*’lg The Dolit women in the past
wers not putside such relotionship. In fact, they woro
considercd soclally inforior to their men inspite of thoir
oconomic contribution to tho fandly incone, as stated
earlior.

Traditionally, o women ospocially a Hindu womon,
could evon enhance hex status both in and outside the
family eslongwith her ripe ago and booring on a numbor of
male children.l9‘ She had to enjoy high status in caorly
age aleo provided she was wifo of the eldest menbor in tho
familv.zo Thuo, her elderly sge provided her command over
even the nale nenbers in the fomily and elsewhere. Thic
was applicablo to the Dalit women alse in tho country
and the Dalit women in Maharashtra were not oxception to
it. But ono significent point is to be nmentionod here.
The cged Dalit women enjoyod bottor stotus and oxercioced

1e Kapur, Promillag op.cit., P. 298,
19 Kapadia, K.i.,

20 bid, Ssc slso I{ﬁwag eravatiq Dp.ﬁl‘b,
Pp. 161=-182.
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conmand only ovor the mowbors of tholr cacto and thelr
such status was not universslly rocogniccd by the poople
of upper castes though in cortain spccific cases it was
socially accepted,

The 8alit women, howevor, could not enjoy tho
dignificd position in and oxercise considorable command
over other mecbors of the family bocause of two nain
ronsons, Firot, thoir cconomic poeition vis-a~vis that
of thoir family was so poor that 4t could not placo them
in tho dignified or commanding position. Socondly, they
were illiterate and, thorcfore, did no¢ have innovative
vision te ascquire better stotus in ond outsido tho family.
Besides, thoy were victims of the peychoe of thoir ovn
non 88 well as nen in gonernl. Ao a result of their all
such hondlieceps, thoy were soeciclly, econcafcally and
physically oxploitod by others in the socloty.

Social Reforn, Government Moosurcs snd the Da liom

Ve have alreody nentioned that the poor condition
and degraded status of the Dalit women &n [aharashtra
and other parte of the éountry continuod till the
-eightoenth centuxy, It was only in the beginning of tho
19th contury when the Dalit women in Maharashtra as well
as in tho country drow theo attontion of the various
social refomers. In the loter period the governnent.



54

olso pald a littld attention to the problems of the

Dolit women alongwith that of wbmﬁn in gongeral., tlore
precisely, tho govermaont has paild, after independenco,
sBome attention to the problemd of the Dalit women in
torns of providing them oducational and employmont
facilitios, o ohall discucs here some of tho efforts
nade by both the soclial roformers ond the government to
ameliorote the poor condition and raise tho ostatus of the
Dalit women &n llaharashtra.

ilsharoshtra i¢ one of tho plonecar states in social
roforms in the countzy. Since the boginning of tho 19th
centusy & nunbor of socisl reformers like C.G. Agarkor,
.G, Ronede, Mahatna Phule, Shahuji tlbharaje of Kolhopur,
Dr B.R. Ambodktar and sovoral others took up the couso of
thoe péor people, porticularly tho low castes and the
women 4n tho state, Through tholr various activitios
thoy tricd to croate an atmosphere in which the problems
of tho poor poasants, Untouchables and the women both
belonging to the Dalit and upper castes could seek
considerable attention of the people in lfaharashtra and
outside.

Regarding tho problaoms of the Dalit communities
tho nain focus of the social roformers was on rcmoval of

untouchability., Tho various social reformers demonstraoted
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thedr concern ebout the problems of untouchability
viowswvis Untoéchables through their activitics like
organising community foasts, opening of the public places
such os tomploe, wells, tanks, ote, for the untouchable
castoc, Reformers like Ranada, Phule and several others
started new schoole and hostels for the untouchables

boys ond girla‘gl Spocial attention was pald to facilities
of cducation and white«collor enployment smong'the Dalit
men and women. Howover, the various soclal reform
activities wers confined to bring sbout certain roforms

in tho oxisting Hindu social order, though those activities
contributed to adopt liberal views among caste Hindus
toward the problems of the Untouchables. They left
impression of obligations and not responsibility 4n the
minds of both the caste-Hindue and the Untouchables toward
the various problems of the latter.

It was lahatmna Phule and Dy Ambedkar who crested
a sense of pride and dignity among the Untouchables and
made then think aboutAtheir status and rule in the
socldety. Ambedkar, for instance, prepared the Untouchables
(later Scheduled Castes and recently Dalits) to come
fozxward and fight for their rights in the soclety. He

21 Jagirdar, P.J., Mah%deo %%V%Qd gggade. Publications
Division, Govornment o dia, New Uelhi, 1971,
Pp. 108«117, Also see Omvedt, Gail. letgra§
ic Soclislict

aavo;§ in Colonial 50:&@3*, Scientif
ucation Trust, ay, 1976, Pp. 106-7,



osked the Dalit women as carly o8 in 1940's to yoalice
thelr roocponsibility toward proparing an intelligent
end militant generation. Ho slso advised them to adopt
the hebits of cleonliness ond oducating thoir children
ond, more thon that, inctilling o moro rationsl,

22 How far the

cciontific and modomn values among thom.
various roform activities ineluding the effortc made by
Mahatma Phule and Dr Anboedhar and o numbor of volfare
moasures adopted by the governnent, espocially afte:
Independonce, have brought any 6£gn1fi¢ant chango in the
traditional status of the Dalit wonen 4in !Mahorashtra

will be diccussed in the noxt chapter.

22 Ambedkar, B,R., His Address to the All-
Indiitbepressed Classes Womon's Conference,
0D+ CaTe



Chapter IV

CHANGING STATUS OF DALIT VIOAEN:
THE DRIIOGRAPHIC PGRSPECTIVE

Ve have already discussed, in chapters 2 and 3,
thot 2 numbor of social reforms had taken place in the
£9th century end the various socio-legal measures have
been adopted by tho government in the prosent century,
especially after Independence in the countrey. These
refornse and meaeuxﬁe have holped the women in general and
the Dalit women in particulagz, both in tho countzy and in
&ahazéahtra, to change thoir stotus in as well as out of
the family. Uomen arc now taking up highor cducation and
white collaz jobs, besides participating actively in
politics. A number of marricd and unmarried women are
taking up higher education also slongwith thoir getting
employed in the various gova:nmeﬁe sorvices, The married
women are doing all this, besides looking after thelrx
family. Vomen's age at marriage has also increased in
the recent years. In a word, wonen are pursuing the
various types of soclal activities as thay wish to relse
their status in the soclety. |

e shall diccuss in this chapter, the various
types of changes taking place among the Dalit women in



Hoharashtra, To be more precise, we shall analyse here
the changos in the ratio of thoir population, hoalth
end hygione, their maritol stotus and pge at their
marrisge as such ¢honges haip‘tham improve thoir statuse
in tho soclety of the modorn time.

Population Distribution

Vio have montlioned eariiexr that thoe Schoduled Castes
represent about 6 porcent of tho total population in
liaharsshtra. Before we discuse the populstion distribution
of the Dalits, both males and femnles in rural 85 well as
urban areos in the state, it 1# noeossary to mention ona
azgnifieant point here., In 1936 Dr B.R. Anboedkar and
his followers embracod Buddhism and, as a result of that,
in tho 1961 Consus the convertod Buddhists were oxcluded
from the Schoeduled Caste population in fcharashtra.

That lod obviocusly to decline in the total population
of the Schedulod Castos in the state. But the decadal
variation of the combined population of both the
Schoduled Castes and Buddhiste shows faster rato of
population growth (23.33%) as compared to the
corrceponding rate of growth (23.604) for thae total
population in the state.}

1 Concus of lIndia (Maharashtra), 1961,
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In the boginning of indepondenco, tho Dalits wéra
. numerically much more important in Bombay state as @
whole but were lese in number in Saurashtra snd Kutch.
According to the Concuc of 1931, they constituted 8.35
percont of the total pepulation in Bombay state but wore
only 2.83 percent in Saurashtra and 1l.31 poercent in Kutch.a
However, the Census of 1951 hod one limitation 05 the
figuros for Saurashtéa and Kutch fur the provious decades
could not bo collectod becouse of the extensive boundary
changes and lock of data. The following table shows tho
oalltsa population recorded at the past three cahsuaaa in
the combined state of Bombay.

Taeble 4.1s Population of the Dalits in
Bombay State in Three Decedeo
{1931-51) —

Docades Dalit % of Dalits Doacennial
population 1in total increase
population 4in Dalits’

_population
1031 2260,335 8.9 sos
1941 2338, 744 8.77 + 13.20
1931 3003,024 8.3% + 17,36
Source: Consus of India ~ Bombay, Saurashtra
and Kutch, Vol,IV, Part 11I-A, 1951,
2 Census of India (Bombay State, Sasurashtra
and Kuteh), Part I, Vol.1V, 1931.
3 In the Census of 1951 the pogulatlon of the
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Iribes and the

othor Daockward Classces were combined.
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Further, according to 1951 Census, 73.5 percent
of tho Dalits in Bombay, Sourashtra and Kutch 1ived in
rural and only 26.5 percont in urban aroas. Theoy were,
thus, slightly less urbanised than tho total population
(32,17%) in tho Stato, if the urbon residentiocl location
is rogerdod ce an indicator of urbanization.? In Ahmedebod
and Poona distriets 57.3 porcent and 44,9 porcent of Dalits
1ived in urban areas and tholir proportions both in rurxol
and urbon aroas approximated veory closely to that of the
total population. In the districts of Kolaba, Ratnagizi
ond Kanara in tho Konkan rogion about half population of
the nalité was urbanised ss cceapared ¢o the total
populatzen.5

Again, population of the Dolits (moleo and fomales)
have steadily increcased in the rocent decades. According
to 1971 Census, total populotion of the Dalits in
laharashtre wos 3,025,761 ond 79.32 porcent of then were
living in rurcl and only 24,68 porcent in urban aress.
Hovovex, " ,..the differences in the size of male
populations in the rural arcas within tho docade 1961-.71

4 Earlier studlies conducted on urbanization in
India have called the people located in tomme
end citios as tho urbanized population, 50
Bose, Ashish, Studies in 1's Uzbanization
(1901-71), Tata & ' : Bomb 74
Bulsara, J.F.,, Problems of Rapid Urba atio
in India, Popular Prakoshan, Bombay, 1904;
van mQVO u;'bﬂ‘z s A ang _AJIn hdds
Asia Publiahing House, Bonbay, 1966, otc.

3, Consus of Indie - Bombay, Saurachtra and Kutch,
1931, P. 125.
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are highor than that of the female papulatlon;"’ﬁ
Further, about 70,83 porcont Dalit foomoles lived in
rral and only 29,12 percont in urbon aréas during the
snid decade. Thus, thore was an increcse in the urban
population of both the Dalit females and moles in the
rocent decados in lcharashtra over the provious decades.
For instance, according to 1961 census, only B8.91 percent
males and 8.52 porcent females of the Dalits lived in
urban arvas oo comparcd to 19.93 percont males and 19.99
percont fonalos of theo Dalits living in urban arcas in
the country os & whole, Thus, 4f we take the simple
distribution of population in rural and urban areas® as
an indicator of social status, we can say that status of
the Dalit women in Msharoshtra has improved in the rocent
years in cempariscn\to that of the Dniit women in the
country as a whole.

Sox_Ratlo

Ue have montioned in chapter 2 thot the sox ratio
(nuzber of females per 1,000 moles) hos consistently
doclined &n the provious decades in India and also in
lHaharashtra, This 45 true in the case of tho Dalit
population also. Generslly, the sex ratio is higher in

6 Trtg:di,iﬂ‘g.. Schgguled Caa§% g menc; Stud%as,
ogitation neept 8 oy oih
%‘T’aﬁ—, S _.5,35...’.-2..‘ ’ ng ’ )
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rural then in urban aroat in tho cace of both the Dalits
and total population in tho otate, But the sex ratio
among the Dalits ic a little lowor in rural and higher

in urbon areos than thot of the total population. This
nay be so bocause of the faet that tho Dalits hove
migrated alongwith thelr other fanily nembogs including
fenolos to ¢the urban arcas in the rocent yeors wheore in
the boeginning both tho males ond femolos got engaged in
some types of jobs., In nmost of the caoes tho Dolits have
migrated to urban arcss alongwith thelr ontire fonily unit
and erco omployocd in cemi.skilled, unshkilleod jobs oz

7 Contraxy to that, the non-Dalits have
nigrated to tho urban sreas, in most of tho casvs alone,

construction works,

for work, services, cducation, otec. Honce, such pattorn
of migrotion roisos the sox ratio of total populstion high
in rural arens in Hahsroshtra. Tho sox xatio for tho
Balite ond total population for the lect throo docedes in
the S5tato can bo scen from the toble No. 4.2. Flgureco for
the Buddhists and tho combinad population of the Dslits
and Buddhists arc olse showyn for coaparicon,

It s cleor from tho taoblo No. 4.2 that thoe sex
rotio in the case of the total populotion in Maharashtra

7 See Majundor, P.S. and Illa, ﬁgﬁg%x%ggiﬁggg
in_on Urban Setting, Hindustan shing
Houce, {lew Bolhi, 1978.
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was five points and eleven points lowor in 1951 (936)

and 1971 (930} thon tha% in 1931 (941). Controrily, in
the coso of tho Dalits tho ovr ratic was 3% poilats and
50 pointo 1&1@:: in 1981 {962) end 1971 {347} than that

TBblc 4.2s Sox xatio of tho Dollts and totol
populotion in thgoe decades &n
Hahorashiras

asht
Populotion a i
» . : 194 9
Totel population 94} 936 930
Dalits 991 o052 247
Duddhiects 519 >3 ) ©
Corbined populee 996 078 &

tion of Dolite
and Buaahxats

Source: Centus of India (foharashtra),
1951 ond 1971.

in 1931 (991). Eimilorly, their xotic was 13 percent
lowor in 1971 than thot in 1581. Dut it wao 17 polnts
“highor than that of the total papulation in the stete

in tho soid desade., Furthor, thore was a trewendous
increase in the sox ratic of the Buddhiets in 1001 (991)
ovor thot ia 1931 {519).

The sox ratio for tho combincd population of the
Dolits and Buddhiots 4in the sctate was 996 in 1931 and
978 in 195). Thus, it heo gono down by 18 points in

* Sex ratio among the Duddhists and the combined

population of the Dalits and Buddhists for 1971
decade 1s not available,



1961 ovér that in 1931 for the combincd population of

tho Buddhists and the Dalits ao compared to the reduction
of only five points in tho cast of the total population

~ in the state.

Hoalth and Hygiocne

Tho heoalth and hygienic condition of poople in
India 1s generally poor in ¢onporison to that of the
pooplo specially in deveolopod countries in the Ueost.
Even in Indle the lifo expectancy among moles ig moro than
that among fomoloo. Hore, * more boys ore boxn than girls
but mére oirls dieo than boys and cgpectotion of 1ifo ot
birth 18 lower for femaleq,"a Such 2 state of affairs
is much true in the cace of the Dalit women espocially in
the countryside, Tho Delit woemen have ouffored from
numoreus types of disabilitios like higher mortality rate,
negloct of female infants, oxcessive child boaring,
highor incidenceo of varieties of discases, ote. This i
8o due to tholir low lovel of cducation, ignoronce,

econonic poverty and 30 on.

However, in tho recent yecars thore has boen some
improvement in the health snd hyglenic condition of the

8 waag%g Bgua%itz Report of the Committee on
) us of liomen in India, Govt. of India,
Mew Dolhi, 1974, P. 1. _
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people in tho country. Although the females im goneoral
are not nuch benofittod from such improvenent, yot some
sections of fomales ospecially the urban cducated ones
have improved their health and hygiene. There 1s aleo
improvement in tholr advorse rate of mortality clongwith
an incroase in thoky life oxpectoncy. Tho urben educcted
Daiit womon have also boen benefitted from such change.
Some changes have certainly tokon place emong the Dalit
women in rural arees in terms of improvement in their
health and hyglenlc conditions but thooe are not upto the
lovel of oxpectation,

If one bccepts sex ratio and hoalth ond hyglene
at loast as a partial indicator of social status of women
in goneral and the Dalit women in pazticnlar in India,
one finds that the status.of weomen in India hos always
been inferior to that of mern. DBut tho status of the .
Dalit women in Indis, ospecially in Maherashtra, has been
better than that of the women in gonsral in the provious
yoarc., This may be 82 as most of thom have enjoyed status
equal to that of their aen at loast in contriduting to
their fanily inconmo, as montioned earlier. DBut it 4sa
also trug that in conparfison to the women in qeneral,
espoclally coming from the bDettor-off family background,
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the Dalit women have always been under privileged in

the state. In other words, the Dalit vomen in
Mahérashtxa have not enjoyed, apart from theilr numerical
nunbex, as much facilities -« educational, economic etec.,

as the women in general have enjoyed.

lMaritel status

A woman is regarded even in modern time to be
disposed-off in marriage, as mentioned earlier, Traditie
onally, there was practice of child marriage and widow
remarriage ét least in the case of non-twice-born families
in India. In the case of the twice~-born familles of a
woman, cspocially aftexr the death of her husband, could not
get remarried nor she could have divoxrce from hex living
husband. However, divorce was alliowed for others and in
the case of certaln cate groups it was a common if not
vory frequent practice. In brief, marital stiatus of the
general as well as Dalit women in India was not very
satisfactory as they had to undexgo the various types of
discrimination, exploitation and subordination of the
menfolk, HMaharashtra also witnessed this phenomenon
end in the case of the twice~born caste groups more

severely though 4t was deelining due to & number of
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soclial and religious roform uavamantsg launched priox
%o the national independence.

In tho weko of a vorlety of changes which took
place since the beginning of the present century some sort
of improvement hao cerxrtainly taken place in marital status
of the womon in gonoral and Dalit women in particular in
India and also in Moharoshtro. For instance, bosides
the legal prohibition on child merriange, o girl 18 now
not to bo compulsorily disposod-off in marriasge by her
parents asgainst hor wishes, The mérrxage of a woman
against her wishos is illegol undor the law, But this is
applicable in the case of an adult women only. In certein
casos the well oducated and employed women prefer to
romain unnarried throughout thoir 1ifo. This is poesible
in tho case of womon living in uxban areos only. But
such a pheonmenon is rarely scen in the case of the Dalit
women even in urban aress. In rural sreas such wonen are
gonerolly regarded as soecial parish and are always
ttaditlpnaliy looked down upon not only by moen but womon
also. In the cace of unnarriod, divorced orxr widow
Dalit women in rural aress thoir poor oconomie condition

9 Natataien, S, A Ceegﬁig of Sogial Reform
1% Indla, Asia shing House, Bombay,
4. ¢
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adds fuel to firc of thelr socinl degradation.

Anothor significant changs has taken place in
marital status of the women in the country in torms of
making the divorce nmore liberal through lowe and
logalising the widow remaxriago even in tho cage of the
twice=born groups. But & phenonenon is worth mentioning
here that the widow remarriago is casioxr if a woman doos
not have any child at the time of hor getting widow as a
widow mother gets involved in tho various types of
disputes if she trigs to remarry.

-Tho following table shows figures relating So
nmarital status of the Dalit men and women as well ae men
and women in gonoral in the decade 1961.71 in HMaharashtra
state.

Table 4.31 Manltal status of men and

Maharasht
tlaxital
gtatus
it4 32.01 40,27 55,80 44,97 53.30 42,18 99,91 43,95
e | 44,90 48,182 41.87 43,64 43.09 49,67 41.99 44,29
W 2.96 10,66 1.88 9.12 3.12 11,48 2.13 1.72
D/S 0.47 0.82 0,26 0.61 0.42 0.61 0.29 0,43

u/s 0,04 0.03 0,07 0.04 0,03 0.3 0.04 0,02

Sourcet Consus of India (ilahaxsshtra State),
1061 ond 1971.
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Thue, according to 1961 census, 48.18 porcent .
Dalit females were parriod. This was 2,54 points highex
than that in 1971, Sinilerly, thexe werc 40.27 porxcent
Dalit fonaloe of all the agos who were Movor married in
1961. Thisc was 4,357 pointe lower than thet in 1971 in
Haharashtra. Furthor, yogarding tho females in gonexal
therc wore 49.95 porcont fomslos who were nover married
and 44,28 porcont ware morried in 1971, This was 1.36
peints lower than thaet of tho Dalit womon in the sane yoear.
Since the porcentage of wonmen both in goneral aond the Dalit
woaen who aover got maér&ed includes women of all the agas.
one can guess that the majority of cuch women tere below
the age of marriage. But one connot deny that therc
tvould have been'qulﬁe a few number of women who never got
married even after roaching the ege of moarriage.
Similarly, there were 1.72 porcent wonen in general a¢
conpared to .12 percent Dalit women who were widow in
1971. This vilifios the sesumption that the Dalit widows
get fxequgntzy renarried,

Further, divorce rate is also highor among the
Daiit women than that among the women in general porhaps
due to the liberal tradition of divorce among the Dalite
and lack of property involving any dispute ovar its
distribution betwoon the Dalits women and men. Even in
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|
4

the cosos of Dalit familios oithor in rural or urban
argas in the etate property doos not affect much adversely
a sepaxation, if any, botwoon the husbond ond wife. In
fact, any such dicputes over divorce are resolved olthex
anicably or with o 14ttlo interforonce of cszoute panchaoyat
or court of law. In sum, * ,,.the marital stotus of ‘
(Dalit) fomalos is not 28 sound a6 that of the males, ™ 10

He have montioned cszliicr thot the sge of womon
ot thoir nmorziago wos vory iaw in tho proviocus yea:s in
India. During tho modioval poried in India there was a
genoral proctice of child morviasge, copecislily of o fomele
child., Porents wero of the view that the feomole child
was a burdensomo property of others and tholr (perents')
job was only to look hoer aftor upto certalin oge after
which she was to bo disposod~off in maxrisge. Such a
view was insgriboed closely in the zoots of the religlous
dictun and 4ts vioclation was regexded as n severe offence
pnd was to be roponted in the next birth, This was
observed much in tho case of tho Dalit familios.
¥ Gonerally, the lower costos and in particulox the
Scheduled Castes have a tendency to got tholr children

marrioed,..in the carly aga,..ll

10 ?rivedi., HQB.. Qﬁgﬂit:y P. 35.
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In the prosent century, however, the attitudes of
parants hove econsiderably changed due to an overall
change in the social condition and the cnactment of e‘
nunbor of lows, This has rosulted into the increscse in
age at merricge of females. There may be two reasons for
that, bosides the significant offorto done by the soclal
reformers prior to independence., One reason is thet
paronts oncourage thase doys oven thoir femsle child to
take up highor education and employment also in most of the
casgs. To gomo oxtent, thore seems to be equilibrium in
the attontion of the poronts toward thoix sons snd
daughters. It lesds corxrteinly to the late marriage of
fenales in tho countzy a8 well asc in Moharoshtre.

In the cese of the Dalit faaily'Ln aharashtra age
of women at thelir marriage was very low earllor because
tho parents were illiterate and poor and they wanted to
dispoce thedr daughters off at an early age. But now-
a=tdays, due to the increased level of education and an
overall consciousness in the Dalit family™ the age of
women at thelr marrisgoe has certainly increased both in

the rural as woll as urban arcas in the state,

dgrotion may bo other roason for increasing age

ot morziage of the Dalit wanmen becouce the nore 1s the

12 Trivedy, H.R., op.cit., P. 36,
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rate of nigrotion to towns and citics for getting
higher educotion and white collar employmcont, tho more
are the chonces of gotiing moxvled latoly. Earlior,

the rato of migrotion, cspecially cnong the wonen, wWos
vory low. Today, tho migratory status of the wonen has
also chengod but howfar this 1s tzuc in tho cace of the
Dalit vomen in e stoto liko lsharashtra romsins €o be
seon. Uo sholl analyse here the chonge &n tho nmigratory
status of the Dalis wamen.Lﬂ tsharashtra in regard to
incroose in the ago at thoir marriago.

Mgrotion omeng tho Dalits in tahoroshtra hoe boen
encouragod from timo to time by a numbor of poroons or
organizotions. For ingtonco, Dr B.H, Asbedkar odvisced
tho Dalite prior to indopondonce to loave thodr traditional
occupation, go to citlos ond do work in foctories,
industirios ns woll as in roilways. Ho cuggeoted then €0
migrote to citics whare thoy could got 6o nony jobs as
thore was choice for jobs ond thoy could do ony job, 23

As o pesult of this advice sone Dalits with tholr family

13 See hla "Thoughgg on Linguistic Sgatas,”»an

' L 03 S8Y s

979p Ppo 1570580 Also Nathan, 5¢K¢So

* The Star aong tho RQvolutsonarlee -

Ur Aobedkar, = in Thg%gg %a br Azhodhkag e

S$iddharth Educationzy an 1tural Coclety,

Agra, 1961, Pp. 23=24,
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and many alone migratod to urban areas. They loft thoir
trxaditional occupations and Qot engaged nootly in the
non-traditional ocsupoations. Their women-folk also
followod the s2me path. This foyeilitatod tho process

of improving tholir socinl stotus but did not bring any
fundomental chongoe in the ototus of the Dalit vomnen o8 in
" most of tho coseo tho unockillcd ox'cami-akslled emp loymont
provided them to iive at the boro subsistence lovel.
lloroovor, their 11iiterale condition and unskilled
enploynont did not affaect them much to ¢hango thedrx
traditional bont of nind and that of others toward tholr
voaonfolk.

If ve look rotrospectively at the nge of marriage
of both the womoen in genercl and Dalit women in
particular in tho combinod stato of Bombay, wo find that
it wos very low (12.22). In fact, it was less than thot
in the country {(13.26) bofore indepandenco. Furthorx,
the mean age ot morriage oneng tho Brakmin women in
Bombay stateo was 12.98 yeers for the poriod of 190131,
It wos only 10,21 yoars for the Dalit women for the
said period.14 Thus, in the caso of both the Brahain
and Dalit vonen in tho state ago ot thoir marxriage was

14 Aggravials, S.H. o _at [larriano in India
Kiteb tahal, Alls 1963, b, 7.
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vory low, At the sll India lovol also esge of the
Brahmin as well a8 Dalit womoen ot thoir carriago was
12.80 ond 12,98 yecars which was cortalnly lower than
that of the women from tho other caste groupe;

This may bo oxploined in texrms of the orthodox
attitudes omong the Brahmins toward marriage of thoir
fomsles and low econonic conditions asmong the Dalitsc which
coused the disposal of thoir women-folk in marrdage at on
carly dato,

Table 4,41 lloan oge at marriago amonq males
ond fenoalos of difforent coastoes
in Dombay stato for the period
190133,

Castes

Brahain 21.59 12,58 20.49 12.80
Varrior 20.79 12,31 21.38 13,46
Trading 20.97 13.78 20.21 13.80
5.C. 16.99 10.21 18.95 12,98
(Daiits)

Total 19.89 12,22 20,26 13.51

Source: Aggrawala, S,H., %g %g Maégégge é%
%gg%gb Katab Haha » Allahabed, ’
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In the leter decades age of the women in India as
well as in Maharashtra at their morringe increased. For
instance, it went upto 14.93 and 195.38 yeoars in 1941 and
1951 in tho case of women aé a whole in the countxy,
zimilerly, it,wes 14,26 and 15.48 years in the case of
women of all costes in Bombey state in the said decades.
| The data regarding oage ot narriege of the ﬂalzt,wamqn
in the state for this poriod 15 not avallable. But one
can guess that, like increased sge at marriege of the
women 4in general, thore was an incresce in tho age at
marriage of the Dalit womon also during this porxiod.
Hovever, it clearly shows that their age ot marzriage in
the docados 1961 and 1971 has cextaxntvviucz@aaed. For
inetance, atcording to 1971 consus, it was 14.89 and
19,39 yoars for the Dalit wemen in rural and urban
creas in Maharashtra in comparison to 14.87 and 15.45
yoozs foy tho Dalit women in ruras) and urban areas in

the country as a whol&.‘s

One point s cignificant to note here that
during all thaese years the sge at marsiege of women
in general and of Dalit women in particular has always

19 Census of India, 1971. Series 1, Paper 4
(Female Age at [darriage), 1977, Pp. 10, 32.
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been lower than that of the men. This 18 co because
there has boen a taboo regoarding age of wife always to

‘be lower then that of hor husband.‘ This is evidenced
from a common boliof that a wife gets invariably older
than hor husband at an ecarly asge as she undergoes the
process of looking afteor the home affairs, producing and
tearing of children which 45 & palnstaking exozcise in
the human zeproduction. Such o taboo 15 strictly obsezved
in the cate of age of womon ot thelr marriage irrxespoctive
of thoir caste or community background, their educational
and employmont positions both in the rural and urdban
areas.

In sum, there 15 some improvement in the status
of the Dalit women in Maharashtra in terms of thaeir
demographic characteristics. Since men and women are
regarded as equal partner in femillal and soclal life,
there should be equal proportion of their numbers., But
we have noticed that tho number of women in general and
that of the Dalit women has always bheen less than that
of the men. 1In fact, it has declined consisteontly in
the recent decados though there has been a slight
increase in the urban areas, Purthor, we have also
observed that there is somo improvement in the marital
status of the Dalit women which 1s again a part of the



general trond among tho women in the country and 4s
contributed by tho rise in tholr cducational and
employment pooition, Finslly, we have ascen incroase
in tho age ot morricoe also of tho Dalit women in both
ahe urban and rural arcos in Mohorashtra. Bosides
being a part of the gonorsl trend in the country and in
the stote incresce in age ot parrioge of the Dallt
women in lahorashtre 1o alse foeilitatod by migration,
engagonent in the highor oducation and white collar
enploynont and an ovaraxil¢hange_$n the attitudos of
the paronts toward the progreos of thoir children both

the malec oand femnles,



Chaptex V

CHANGES IN SOCIO-ECONOIIC STATUS, ATTITUDES
AND BEHAVIOUR

He have discussed, in the previous chapters, the
changos teaken place in the status of Dallit women, both
in the rural and urben eress in Hahsrashtya, in tegyns
of increase in thelr population in proportion to that
of tho Dalit men, Aimprovement in their marital status,
inecrease in age, ot their marriage, uwilgration, etc. But
such a chango 45 not conclusive in xagaxd to change 4in
thedr otatus in the socioty in Maharashtra unloss their
position is also scen &n the pocio-oconomic condition and
an overall stotus of tho people in the stote. ©o shall
oxamine, thercfore, in this chaptor, the changee in the
status of Dalit women An Hahazashtra in terms of their
scoclo~gcononic status in the state, It is liRelihood
that insplite of changes &n thait socio=-aconomic status
thore may ‘not be much chonge in thedr soclal awarensss
and attitudes. Uo shall, therefore, explain here also
the changes in thoir awarensss and attitudes, and attitudes
of others towards them. |

Viomen in the countpy have been rogarded
cducationally beckward. The Scheduled Caste women may,
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however, be considered doubly backward in education as
they have been suffering from two souxces of
disadvantages, ' the disadvantage of their caste status

- and the disadvantage of thelr sex statusS...” 1 AS

stated earlier, formmal education in pre-British India
was limited only to the upper castes and classes, Manu,
who wrote tho Manusmriti (Hindu Law) said that the Sudras
and women wore not entitled for taking up education. If
they tried to learn Sanskrit, they wore subjected to
varietias of pun&shment. However, the modern system of
education was introduced during the British period in
which education was open ¢to all, irrespoctive of caste,
colour, sex, etc. As a result, pcoople belonging to
different castes, communities, sexos, etc, got benefited
from formal modern education. In some cases the Dalits
also received a little advantage of such education though
it was dominated mainly by the peopie belonging to upper

castes and classes and that too the male menbers.

Before Independence, the Dalits in the country
wereo advised by persons like Dr B.R. Ambedkar to seond
their children both male and female to schools and instil

1 Chitnis, Suma, A Long Vay to Go, Allied
Publishers Private i&ﬁiiga, New Delhi,
1981, P. 19,
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new values among them. He said, * Education is
necessaxy for females as &t is for males, If you Know
how to read and write, there would be much progress,

As you are, 8o your c¢hildren will be. Mould their lives
in a virtuous way, for sons should be such as would make
& mark in this world." 2 Thus, he emphasized equally on

oducation of both the Dalit men and women.

Nowadays, there 48 change in the educational levels
of the Dalits in the ccuntty‘in general and Maharashtra in
particular. The Dalit parents now provide education to
their daughters also. This may be so partly beceuse of
the government policy but more importantly bocesuse of the
message given by Dr Ambedkar. The educational achlievement
of the Dalits,nincluding their females, in Maharashtra can
be analysed on the basis of the rate of thoir literacy and
enrolment in the various educational institutions. Ve
shall take up the literacy rate first and try to measure
improvement, if any, therein in the case of the Dalit
women in the state. Thon, we shall analyse their
enrolment in the various educational institutions in the

stato.

2 Keor, D., Dr Ambedkar - Life and Missio
Popuiaz ﬁfﬁiashnn, Bombay, 2, P, 135?’
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According to 1951 census, the litoracy rate among
women as a'whole in the state was vexy low, There was
spproximately one literate female to cvery three
literate males, Similarly, the percentage of lltexracy
{14.11%) among thu Dalits as a whole was very low.

Among the Dalits, however, there was approximately one
11teraﬁeAfemale to every five literate males, The
litexacy rates among the Dalit males and females in the
state for this period were 21.8 percent and 5.21 percent
rospectively. Thus, the number of literate Dalit males
was almost equal toc half of the total populztion of the
Dalit femzlos in tho state. Yet, the percentage of
literacy among the Daliis was above 8 percent only in the
districts like Mehsena, Surat and Amreli.>

The rate of literacy among the Dalits, both maléa
and females, in Maharashtra hat increased in tho rocent
decades.4 Yet it is much below the literacy rato among
the goneral population in the state, According'to 1961
census, the literacy rate among the Dalits in laharsshtra
was 13.78 percent as compared to 10.27 pexcont among the
Dalits in tho country as & wholes, Similarly, it was

3 Census of Indias (Bombay State), 1951,

4 Patwardhan, S., Change among India‘s Har;jgnag
A Case of ggg%ggsgtrg, Orient Longman, Dalhi,
3, Pp¢ 80" L] .
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8,70 percent among the Dalit femsles in the state as

compared to 3.29 percent among the Dalit females in

the country. Further, the literacy rate among the Dalits

as a whole in Maharashtra reached to 25.27 percent as

compared to 14.67 percent smong the Dalits in the
Similarly, in the case of Dalit femaloes
it reached to 12.8% percent in Mahgrashira and 6.44

countyry in 1971.

percent in the country as 2 whole,

the following table.

This can be seen from

Table 9.1: Literacy rate among the Dalits in
the de¢cades 1961-71 in Maharashtra.

literates .
p“%TP“

14,67 22.36 06.44
12,77 280,04 5.06
28,69 38.93 16.99

25.27 37.02 12.83
21.02 32.35 9.26
38.23 50.78 24.25

Total/ N Porcentage
Rural/ ___
Urban P
India T 10,27 16,96 3.29
R 8.89 15,06 2.%2
U 21.81 32.21 10,04
Mahara~ T 13.78 28,46 5.79
shtxa
R 12.15% 20,82 3.51
U 28,77 42,17 13.93
Source:

Census of India, 1961, Vol.I, Part
V«A(i) and Census of India, 1971,
(Papex 1 of 1975), P, viii-ix.
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The points are worth mentioning here. First, the
literacy rate among the Dalit females both in the country
and in Maharashtrs has always been less than that anong
the Dalit males. Sec¢ondly, the literac¢y rate among the
Dalit females hes always boen higher in urban areas than
that in rurai areas, This may be, further, explained in
the light of the fact that literacy rate among the Dalits
as a whole has beon higher in urbzn agreas than that in

the rural areas,

If we look at ihe above table, we find that the
literacy rate among the Dalit women has increased in
both the rural and uzban areas in the recent decades, as
mentioned earlicr. Then, if we a&cept the iiteracy rate
| as an Indicator of change in the status of a person, we
find certainly some changes taken place in the status
of the Dalit women in Maharashtra,

Apart from literacy rate, educational achievement
among the Dalit women in Maharashtra can bo scen fyom
their onrolment for the various courses of study at
different educatlonal institutions in the recent ycars,
Thus, according to 1961 census, there were 10,82
pexcent Dalit females as compared to 14,79 percent total
females in rural areas in the.etate\who were lliterate

without educational level, Similerly, there were 13.79



percent Dalit females as compared to 14.61 percent total
fermales in urban areas in Maharashtra who were literate
without educatibnal level, The percontage of total and
tho Dalit literate fomalos both in the rural and uxban
areas was ceétainly less than that of total and Dalit
males in this category. Further, in the primary and
matriculate education the pexcentage of the Dalit females
was only 3,39 and 0,04 as compared to 6.88 and 0,12 of

the totel females in the rural Maharashtra. Similarly,
there were 8.69 and 0,36 percenz'Dalit fenales as compaiod
to 15,14 and 2.98 pexceont total females in these categories
in urban areas in Maherashtra. In the case of other
categories of education the enrolment percentage of both
the Dalit and total females in rurzl aé well as utban

areas in the state was negligible (see table 5.2).

Thus, the educationsl achiovement of both the
Dalit men and women in rural Maharashira was very low |
and in the case of latier it was almost negligible. But
it was slightly better in urban areas and was in the
proportion of a general trend in the state as well as
in the country.

In the recent decades, howevar, there has boen
some improvement in their educational achlevement,
especially in urban areas in the state. For instance,

according to 1971 census, there were 11.89 pexcent Dalit
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Table 5.2: Level of education among the Dalits and total population in the
decades 1961=-71 in rural HMaharxashtra, ,

1971

1961 | — -
Baiits X
T O Fomals Hate— = Female

llale

—Dallts ,
T et

1.
2.
3.

4.

3.

6.

o

Literate 44,40
without
educational
level

Primary 32.54
or

juniorbasic
Ifdddle »

Hatricu~ 1.59
late or

higher
secondaxy

Non-tech-. *
nical
diploma not

-equal to

degree
Technical #
diploma

or cortifi-
cate not equal
to degree

Graduate L4
and above

14.7 54.27

6.88 30.54

0.13 0.9%0

10.82

3.39

0.04

22.39

27.33

14.38
3.39

0.2

0.27

1.23

13.02
11.26
3.66

0. 49

0. 3

0.00

0.26

33.74

40.91

2,53

0.18

12,61

8.81

Q.19

Q.00

* Figures not recoxded in the Consus.

Source: Computed from Census of India (llaharashtra), 1961 and 1971, Series 1I, Part- V/A
{General Tables and Special Tables for Scheduled Castes and Tribes), Pp. 304-337,



females and 20,38 percent Dalit males who were literxate
~without educational level. There were 16.65 perxcent
Dalit fomales and 42,46 percent Dalit males who had
achieved primery level of education. Such achiovement
vas highér than that of the total males and females,
especially 4n urban areas in the state. But in the case
of higher level of education their achievement was lowerx
than that of the total females in the state {(see table
5.3).

* Thus, on the basis of literac¢y rate and
educational achievement thexe is certainly some change
in the status of the Dalit women in Maharashtra. But
such a change is confined mainly in the urban areas. In
the rural areas such change is almost negligible though
there has been some increase in the level of literacy
rate and educational achievement of the Dalit women.

The low level of literacy and educationsl achievement
among the Dalit women in rural Maharashtra might have

been ¢aused by the poor economic condition and traditional
bent of mind of the Dalits {n such arcas.

Econ Statu s Independence

The economi¢c situation of the Dalite have been
desperate for centuries as sbout 90 pefcent of them have



Table 3.3: Level of education among the Dalits and total population in
1961-71 in urdben Maharashtra.

Educational “Fotal E""M‘} Yota Bail

categories Hale Tema le 1e emale  Halc Female fale Femaie

1. Literato without 24,18 14.61 35.99 13,79 15.88 9.59 20.38 11.89
educational level

2. Primary or 31.43 13.14  35.88 8.69 17.76 11.76 42,46 16.65
Junior basic A

3. liddle bl o #* * i8.16 9.52 w »

4. Matriculation or 8.71 2.98 3.73 0,36 1:.28 4.58 6.34 1.24
higher seccondary 4

5. Non-techrical 0.12 0,07 0.09 0.06 0.04 0.01 .08  0.02
diploma not equal
to degree _

6. Technical *® * 0.03 0.02 0.58 0.25 0.01 0.06
diploma or certi- .
ficate not equal

%o degxee ' :

7+ Technical diploma 0,22 0.03 0,08 0.00 1.80 0.67 0.06 0.00
equal to degree

8. Univ. degree or 1.40 0,38 0.29 0.01 0,39 0.12 0,65 0.05
P.G. degroa otherxr
" than tech. degree

9. Professional%® 0.87 0.16 » » 0.63 0.1% % o

* Census has not recorded figures in these categories.

#2 professional —- engineering, medicine, agriculture, veterinary and dalrying,
technology, teaching, others.

Source: Computed from Consus of India, 1951 and 1971 (ldaharashtra) Series II, Part V-4,
General tables and special tables on Scheduled Castes and Tribes.
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lived as landless labauxbra in villeges. There, they
have been engaged in poorly pald unclean occupations
(skinning, tanning, etc.). * The hereditory work of the
Mahars, for example, was to remove dead cattle from the
village, sweep the streets, iun errands for the village
of fices, wateh the village propexty. They were given a
small plece of land {inam) but never cultivated 1t\by
themselves, " 9 Besidas, other Dalit caste groups liike
llange, Chambhars, etc. were also engaged in their traditional
caste occupations, Ve have mentioned earliexr thaot their
womenfolk aslso assisted them in theoir such activitiocs
which were considered both as defiled and degraded.
Thus, their association with such occupations resulted
into thoir destitute poverty and lowest atgtua in the

society.,

In the pre-independence times the Dalits in the
country and 1n Maharaahtra 28 well were not pormitted
to amass wealth because it would do harm to the Brahmins
and other high caste people. Hence, their property, if
any, could be confiscated, The dogs and donkeys

8 Fiske, Adele /4., " Caste among the Buddhists, "
in Hax iindra Singh (ed.) Ca ng No
in Ind National Publish ng use, ’
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constituted the only wealth of the Chandalas and the
Svapakas (the Dalits) who used the garments of the dead
as their dress, took their food in broken dishes and had

their only ornaments made of black ;rnn.e

vﬁowevet, in the wake of the changes initliated in
the present century the Dalits were also affected, though
not in the same fashion as other castes and communities,
by the emergence of new type of occupations. In
Maharashtra, for instance, " The Maharc were the first
people to serve the British officers and thelr wives as
butlers, butchers and ayshs (maid servents). Being beef
eating themselves, the Maﬁara did not mind working for
the foreign, beef eating master." 7 It meens the Dalit
women were economically more independent than women of
other high castes even during the British pexilod in
Maharashtra. They were adding their family income even
through their manual labour. But in no case the status
of the Dalits as 8 whole and particularly of their

womenfolk was bettex, as mentioned earlier.

7 Patwardhan, S,, op.cit., P, 20.
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Sych degraded status was deeply analysed and
opposed by Dr B.R., Aubedkar (bomm £n~an untouchable caste)
who found Hindulism solely responsible for such & situation
ralating to the Dallts in the country. It was Hindulsm
which was responsible for riso and fall of the Indian
womeﬂ,a both Hindu and Dalit women., He found Hindus
-according lower status to the Dalite., As a result, he
slongwith millions of hia»follﬁwexa, both men and women
converted to Buddhism in 1956, Thero is a little evidence
regarding effect of conversion on the improvement of
economic conditions of the Dalits in the country as well
as 4in laharashtrs. Howover, there seems to be one
definite change among a large majoxrity of the Dalits
regarding their dissociation from tho traditional

occupations,

We have already mentioned that Ambedkar showed
the pafh of progress to the Dalits in the country,
especlially in Maharashtra. As an economist, he talked
of froesdom which cannot be thought of with out economic
equality. Therefore, he advocated for sconomic freedom
of the Dalits. He rebelled against the Zamindari or |

8 Anbodker, B.R., Rise and Fall of Hindu
Viomen, Bheem Patr Publications,

Jullunder, 1970,
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Khoti system. " Hig piloting the bills in the
Legislative Assembly for abolition of Mahaxr Watan system
and Khoti system have opened the historical chapter in
exposing the economic inequality existing in India. His
ideas of Veth and Begar (forced labour without payment)
have uprooted the economic system of the day, His
philosophy of economy is based on the idea of material
detachment as has been followed in the Buddhist Sangh.
Buddha's theory of no~god, no priesthood, no exploitation
of priesthood and absolutely no personal propexty as
exactly enunciated to Buddhist Sangh or Bhikku's ideal
one with a view to have humanitarian sexvice in fom of
hospitals, joint sexvices and development of human
dignity and human zights* 9 have been edvocated in
Ambedker's economic thought.

He was against all sorts of social and economic
inequalities and slavery of the Dalits. He rejected
the occupational theoxry of the origin of untouchability
according to which untouchability ageinst the Dalits
originated because they were assoclated with unclean
and filthy occupations. But in view of Ambedkar such

Ambedkar, Ambeaiar 33%33 Puhiica%gons,

agpur, 1974, P. xii.




occupations are common in all human socletios and no-~
where, except in the Hindu society, the people performing
such occupations are treated as untouchables. Hence, it
was not the nature of occupstion but tho worst economic
condition of the Buddhists (broken men) and such other
men in this country that resulted ultimately in
untouchability,ie Therefore, he nlways advised the
Dalits to leave their traditienal occupation, leave the
villages and go to the cities, take education and change
their economic condition, aé stated carlier.

Iy is, therefore, pertinent at this stage to
analyse the shift in traditional occupations of the
Dalits, especially of their womgnfolk in Maharashtra.
It 18 also necessary to find out at the extent to which
such occupational changes have affected their economic
condition and, finally, improved their social status,
espoclally after independence.

Today, the HMahars (Dalits) in lahavashtra no
longexr work as village peons but are hired by village
development workers and are pajd for their woxk.

Thore is a definite positive response to the call given

10 Ambedkar, B,R., The Untouchables, Jetavana
?g;gvihaza, Shravastt, Eairampur (U.P.),
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earlior by Dr Ambedkar to the Dalits for moving to the
towns and cities and taking up non-~traditional jobs,

as stated ocariier., M.N. Viankhede has also pointed out
that there is a ' definite attraction of cities for the
new Buddhists, In a factory, no one asks about one's
religion, ete. It 1s a long process, The education and
industry alone will change caste." e But some Dalit
¢aste groups in Hsharashtra are s%ill associated with
thoir traditional occupations., For example, the Chambhars
do skirning and tanning, the Mangs prepare brooms, ropes

and so on.

The better employment opportunities are supposed
to provide the earning capacity to educated women with
which they can raise their social status, There 1is
little objective basis to warrant such an assumption,
especially in tho case of womon mostly in urban areas
and in some cases women in rural areas also. But we
know that women, mostly illiterate in rural India, as
indeed women in all agrarian societies, hove always
worked and have been an integral part of the houschold
economy. They have been handling the more tedious and
laborious jobs, Similarly, urban Dalit women have worked

11 Quoted in Fiske, Adele /., op.cit., P. 94,



to supplement their femily income. Hgwever, their status
hae always been low both in and out of the family.

" Furthormore, there is a possibility that opportunities
for vioxrk, earning capacity, etc. may be influenced by
their social position rather than influence their status.® 12
In fact, ™ in rural as well as in urban areas women from
economically weaker sections have always laboured haxd, and
yet thoir status has always been low, * 13 This may be

bocause of their low caste background also.

]

omic =tatus afiex Inde den

The position of Dalit women, however, seeas to have
undergone some changes since indeopendence, *® It has been
urged and realised that improvement in the economic
conditione of the Scheduled Castes 15 a pre-requisite for
their emancipation from traditional bondage to the caste
Hindus and also for their better status in the soclety.” 14
Keeping this in view, the government has adopted several
welfare ond developmentel measures under the varlous

Five Year Plans to improve the so¢ial and economic

12 Ahmad, Karzuna, * Studiea of Edueated tiorking
Vomen in India - trends and issues, gﬁgnomic
ug.

and Pgllg%ga; Ueekly, Vol.X1V, Na,33,

13 Ibid.

14 Trivedi, H.R., The s%“ie“iég Caste Women, Concept
Publishing House, De s Ps 3,
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conditions of the women in general and, the Dalit women
in particular, as stated ecarlier,

Till rocently in rural areas the working force in
a Dalit family primarily consisted of the husband and
- wife, However, brothers, sons, daughters or sisters
also worked and contributed toward the family income.
This indicates that a Dalit female was considered in the
family to be as important on asset as any other male
member, In spite of the willingness on the'pazt of a
Dalit couplo to esrn their livelihood by honest and
earnest lebour on dally wages, they found it difficult
to get regular employment. " Uncortain conditions
tompelled them to borrow money from the rich landlorxds
to meet heavy expenses at the time of sickness, death

or marriage, " 15

Such a state of affairs preveils with little
variations among the Dalits in the country as a whole,
The Dalits of rural Maharashtra are no exception to it,
Almost all the members including women in a Dalit femily
in laharashtra work and add their family income. But
it is very difficult, especially in an agrarian setiing,
to get employment through out the year., The Dalits in

19 Ibid.



rural Maharashtra have to go as unemployed during the

off season, especially the rainy season haecause there is

no work in the field at that time. Since there 1s no

other means to carn, they are left with threo asltornatives -
either they have to collect encugh food to pull on during
off the sgason or to depend on the nmoney lenders to feed
them during this pexriod or to é%y with empty stomach.
Undisputedly, the Dalits in rural Maharashtra would have
adoptod the second alternative till the recont years,

tlow, thexre is a 1ittle improvement. In rural areas
also in Maharashtra the Dalits and thelr working women
force get better xeturn of their work. In urban areas the
Dalit women are enployed mostly in construction work, other
services and secondary and tertliary occupations, There,
they get better emoluments which help them raise their
family income, living standard and social statuse.

Fetrospectively, the percentage of the Dalits who
were engaged in the none-agricultural occupztions wos
greater than that of the total population in the Bombay
state. According to 1951 census, 45.%8 percont of the
Dalits in Bombay state woere engaged in the none
agricultural occupations as against 40.43 perceent of the
total populsticn., In Saurashira end Kutch divisions



divisions more then two third of the Dalits werxe |
engaged in tha agricultural occupations. Howdver, most
of éhe Dalits engaged in the agricultural occupations

in Bombay, Kutch and Saurashtza divisions were
cultivating labourers. Only 26 percent of the Dalits were
cultivating owners, while as many as 19.0 percent were
agricultural labourexrs. Further, in Baroda, Broach, Vest
and East Khandesh, Sholaﬁur, Belgaum, Bijapur and

Dharwad districts more than 30,0 pezrcent of the Dalits
were cultivating labourers. In sum, high proportion of
agricultursl labourers and low propoxtion of ownerw
cultivators was the main characteristic of the Dalits in
the Bombay state. The proportion of the Dalits who were

tenants was much the scme as of the total population.

Ve have mentioned earlisx that many of the Dalits
in the stato wore associated with their traditionsl
occupations like tanning and shoe-making, village
servants, sweepers, ete. which are regarded to be none
agricultural occupations. Thus, their association with
activities other than cultivation accounted for 21.0
percent and with other sorvices and miscellaneous
sources of livelihood for 19.8 percent of the Dalits
in the state. The proportion of Dalits engaged in
commerce was negligible. Since the ongagements of the

Dalits both men and women with specific types of
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occupations were not tabulated in the c¢ensus of 1931,
it i¢ not known as to what extent there has been & shift
from their traditional occupations to newer ones at

least for the said period,

The following table oxplains the livelihood
pettern of the Dalits including the other (unscheduled)
backward classes as compared to that of the total
population in 1931 in tho Bombay State,

Table %.4: Occupational pattern of the Dalits
(the Scheduled Castes, Tribes and
other backward classes) and the
general (total) population in
Bombay

State.
Occupations® N Dalito  General
, S 4.1 - 3 N
Primary cccupations 54.42 59.60
Secondary occupations 23,14 22,2%
Tertiary occupations 22,44 18.1%

Total workers 109, 00 1C0, 00

Sources Consus of Indis (Bombay, Seurashtra
and mtch)p 1951, Pp. 124-125,

o® The major throe types of occupations included
elght main categories. These are: Prima
Occugaégons - " . 1=IV (1. cultivators o

nd wholly or mainly owned and their dependents;
IX. cultivators of land wholl{ or mainly unowned
and their dependents; II1I, cultivating labourers

and their dependents; non-cultivating ownerxrs of
land, agricultural rent receivers, and their

depondents). Seconda cupations -~ V-VI
(V. production other than cultivation; VI,
commerce). Text1a5§ Occu%ﬁggog - VII-V1II
{VII. trensport; VIII. other services and

miscellaneous sources). :
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The cens@%s of 1961 znd 1971 provide relatively
more meaningfui informatlon 2bout the occupetional
pattern of the Dalits both males anx! fomales in
Maharashtra. Thus, where we do not know the percentage
of the total Dalit workers upto 1851, ws are certainly
informed that 54.2 percent ¢f the Dalits wera engaged in
the various types of occupstlions in rural and 36.20
peicent in uzrban Maharashira in 1961, This again was
40,95 percent and 30,18 parcent both in rural and urban
areas respectively in Maharashira in 1971 {see table 5.3).
VWhen we look at the employmeni position of the Delits in
Mashaxashtra in the lact three decades, we find thet the
percentage of the empleysd Dalits has certainly increased
in the recent decades, though in comparison to thelr
employment position in the primary type of occupations'
in 1961 it has gone down in the decade 1971. But there
has beon Increase in thelr perxrcentage engaged in secondary
and tertiary types of occupations. Then, looking at
the employmant nattern of the Dalit women 4n Maharashtra
wa find that there were 30.16 percent female workers
in rural Maharashtra in the decade 1961 which cane down
to 29.50 percent in tho decade 1971, That means about
half of the rural Dalit females employed in 1961 become
either unemployed or migrated to urban greas in 1971.



Table 5.5: Percentage of the Dalit workers and non-workers (males and

females) in rural and urban areas in [fahgrashtra.

- 99.A

ti Rural 1961 U35 T ST
Cccupations A a an a rhan
Male Female ale Fomale lale %emaxe Male ‘emale
A. fgtii)norkers* 59,08 30,16 49.48 22.03 52,41 29.50 45.62 14.74
1) Primary 51.81 - 47.82 10,32 8.59 41,05 26.68 5.39 3.78
2) Secondary  1.9% 0.47  15.39 3.32 7.34  2.25 18.17  3.43
3) Textiary 0,81 0,07 7.92 2.18 Q.76 0.7 9.19 1.53
4) Other sexvicg 4.08 .75 15.80 8.80 3.2 0.47 12.97  5.96
8. Non-workers 40,92 49.94 90, 52 77.05 47.58 70.49 54,37 85.2%
5) Uorkers in
special
services:
2) Tanning, 1.00 0.16 0.74 0,09 an »a o »e
- curzying
of hides
and skins
b) Scavanging 3.63 3.42 0.15 0,12 #e e 1 L1

# Based on & sample of 100 workers.
*& Figures not avallable.

Source: Census of India (lMaharashtra State), 1961 and 197} (special tables
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Same was the pattern of the employed Dalit females in
the urban areas also in the state. In the case of
primary, secondary and tertiary types of occupations the
same pattern was observed as it was found among the
employed Dalit men. |

The low percentage of the employed Dalit women
both in the rural and urban areas in the country and in
‘Maharashtm state in the decade 1971 in comparison to the
percentage of their employment in 1961 can be explained
in many ways. Many educated Dalits have migrated to towns
and cities alongwith their wives and other family members
and got employed in white collar and other seml or
unskilled jobs. Consequently, they would have diséllowed
their womenfolk to go out and work unless the earning of
the employed male members was insufficiont to feed the
family. Such Dalits might be considering themselves as
members of the middie claasl6 and not allowing the
womenfolk to work out of family has been a part of the
middle class culture till recently. Further,
traditionally, the young Dalit girls also, especially

in rural areas, used to work, as stated carlier. But in

16 Ram has termed them as "new middle clasa.
Sae his Social Mob d Stat d
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the early periods of their marriaege they are usually not
allowed to go out of home and work.

Further, women in upper caste/cless familios in
villages do not work outside the home. This accoxds
them social status higher to that of the balit women,
This éexvea as a xeferencei7 for tho Dallt famllles,
especially in rural side, In this process increase in
their educational level and socio-political consclousness,
impact of urbanization, etc. also heip them much., All
these might have lowered the percentage of the employed
Dalit women in Maharashtra, But conversely, these might
be regarded as indicators of change in their social status
in the traditional‘set up. Howeveor, there is certainly
some change oh the basis of modern parameters of change
in the status of those Dalit women in the stete who are
educated and employed in the secondary and tertiary
types of jobs, especially in urban areas.

hange he Socio-Political Consclousnos
Traditionally, the sociow-political consciousness

among the Dalits in the country has been low because

of their low cultural background. However, if we look

17 This may be regarded as an extended outcome
of the Sanskritization process among then.

See, Srinivas, M.N., Sogigé Ch%gge ? Modern
India, Allied Publishers, Delhi, .
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at the trend of socio~political ¢onsciousness among

the Dalits both men and women, in the recent years, in

- the country as a wholo, we find that it has certainly
been increasing. This growing trend of the consciousness
can be attributed to the cextain factors such as growth
of the democratic political institutions, spread of
educational facilities, greater ecconomic mobility, rise
of new cultural 1nstitut£¢ns, etc.

The growing soclo-political consciousness among
the Dalit men and women is, however, not found every where
in the country in the same extent. In culturally and
economically backward regions in the country the Dalit men
ond women are, thus, not much politically consciousness
bocause of the influence of the oppressive feudal
economic system. This is also contributed by the
dominance of tho age~-old traditions, customs and usages
which are nurtured and nourished by the caste system and
beliefs in the Karma, rebirth, transmigration, etc. But
the Dalits in the culturally and economically advanced
regions in the country have shown their greater political
and social consciousness because of the growth of their
political and social organizations under the effoctive,
foresighted and honest leadership.
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Nebody cén deny this fact that theore has been
considerable amount of chaenge in an overall socio-
political consciousness among the Dalits in Maharashtra.
Such a consciousness among them 1s often demonstrated in
the form of sending their children for achieving higher
and technical education. Education among the Dalits in
Maharashtra has greatly been encouraged by Dr Ambedkar
who established a number of colleges with the said
objective. Further, the consciousness smong the Dalits in
the state is also manifested through thelr taking up none
traditional occupations, Besides, they show now a
considerable amount of resistance towaxd their low
position in the society, their econpmic explojtation and
the various»types of discriminations practised against
them, In other words, they are well aware of the social
and economic inequalities in the soclety of which they

are the worst sufferey.

In no case the Dalit women in Maharashtra are
out of the above mentioned conscicusness. Uhereas they
have become aware of their low status in the family,
they are also better infommed about their severe
exploitations in the outside world, especially dominated
by mon.ls For instance, the Dalit women in the past both

18 See the All India Depressed Classes Wbﬁen'é
Conference held at Nagpur on July 20, 1942,
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in rural and urban Maharashtra wexre supposed to expiess
thoir respoct, in some cases out of humility but in the
.majority of cases out of compulsion, to a person
particularly 2 male member either brothexr-in-law (elder)
father-in«law, husband's other relatives or other membors
in the community. This they had to do in the form of
usually not coming, or'coming with clothes on their head,
in front of such members, Such practice was found among
the Balahi (Dalit) women in Madhys Pradeshl® and the
women of other Dalit caste groupe in other states also.
But as a part of the soclo-political consclousness and
modernizetion there 18 change in this practice particularly
in urben areas. In fact, in the recent times in urban
areas the Dalit women, especially the educated ones, have .
adopted the modern usage of expression of their respects
to the elders both in and out of the family.

Thexre may be a numbor of factors contributing to
the increase in soclo~political consclousness among the
Dalit women (Dalit men also) in the state. First, there
is an overall increase in ﬁhe socto-political consciousness
among the people, both ma ps and females, in recent times
in the country and also in Maharashtra due to urbanisation,

19 Trivedﬂ.. Hoac, ngcif.-. P. 37.
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industrialization, modernization, politicization, etc.

The Dalits have also beon influenced by such consciousness
affecting the consciousness of thelr womenfolk either,
Secondly, government also has adopted the various velfare,
developﬁental and protective measures to . amelliorate the
socio~oconomic ¢onditions of both the Dalit men and women
in the state. Positively, these various measures have
aroused the agpiration and expectation of the Dalits,
bosides improving, to some extent, their socio~economic
conditions. But negatively, the various measures have not
been properly implenentod, As a result, there is a growing
dissatisfaction and unrost among the Dalits often shared by
their women also in the state, Gail vaedtzo finds such
dissatisfaction and unrost resulting into protest,
demonstration and socisl movements among the Dalit women

in rural and urban aress in Maharashtra,

FPinally, Moharashtra has beon a place of soclal
roform movements, as stated carlier. In the present
contury the most important social movement foxr the cause
of the Dalits was carried out by Ambedkar who mobilized
the Dalits in the state to become soclally and politically
conscious toward their status and rights in the soclety,

20 Onvedt, Gail, Ve Will %?gsh This Prison,
Zod Press, London, 19
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He also activated them to improve their status and .
achleve their rights through protest rathor than charity.
This was greatly exhibited at the time of conversion in
1956 when the millions of Dalit men and women in
Maharashtra threw away the Hindu gods and goddesses,
embraced Buddhism and took owth of 1living a life of the
cleanliness, Thus, the present socio-political
consciousness among the Dalits both men and women in the
etate, demonstrated through thoir fomal and informal
protest, is the extension of their consciousness construed
in tho social movemont carried out by Ambedkar and his
licutenants. | |

The soclio-political consciousness among the Dalits
has been strengthened, in the recent times, by tho .
leadership and the various socio~-politicel aectivities of
the Dalit Panthers, Bouddha Mahascbha and . other Dalit
organizations in the state, Thus, the socio-political
consciousness among the Dallt women in Maharashtra is
evidenced from thoir growing consclousness about their
status and rights in the rural areas, their migrating to
urban areas, taking up higher education and nonw-traditional
enmployment, educating their children, adopting the culture

of urban middle class and so on.



tle have alrcady montioned in Chapter 3 that the
Dalit women have boen victims of traditional attitudes
of caste Hindus both mon ond women and also of their own
men. Ve have also meontioned that such a state of affalrs
has boen a port of an overall degraded status of women
in the Hindu scocloty. Hovever, the Dalit women have been
more oxploited socially, oconomically end, in somc cases,
sexually also. In bricf, the Dalit women have always boen
fooked dovn upon in the Hindu soclety.

In the recont yoars a shift has definitely takon
place in the ottitudes and behaviocur of the people towaxd
the Dalit womon in tho stote. In fact, it 48 not so oasy
now to look at the Dalit womon with the sectarian and
projudicial ettitudes and behaviocur at least in public.
However, such at$itudes and behaviour still provall over
in the mind of the people, ospoclally caste Hindus, which
got expressed in their private domain, Such a phenomonon
is distinctly receding in urban areas. In rural areas
also in Moharashtra the attitudes and behaviour of peaple
toward the Dalit women have undergono one or the other
type of changes., There 45 at least some amount of check
over the derogatory expression of sttitudes and
behaviour of the poople toward the Dalit women (and men
8180) due to some recistance shown by tho latter,
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Such changes have become possible also in view of
the fact that the society in modern Indig envisages to
be based, at least in principle, on no discrimination on
the basis of caste, colour, gex, ete. In the wake of
modernization peonle in the country, especlally 4in urban
areas, seem to have compromised, to some extent, with the
egalitarian values getting instilled there. In rural
areas the changes in the attitudes and bohaviour of the
people are contributed by the gryowing social and ecconomic
unrest among the Dalits, This has led, in most of the
places, to migration of the Dalits from villages to
cities, creating the problem of noneavailability of cheap
labour in the agrarian sector, Secondly, the Dalits iIn
most of the villages in Msherashtra have politically
organised in the recent years which hse also moulded the
traditional attitudes and behaviour of caste Hindus
toward them, especially thelir women-folk.

A large number of cases of harassment, molestation,
rape of and other type of atreclities 1lnflicted on the
Dalit women and men also in the different parts of the
country and in Maharashtra is increasingly reported
every yoar. But, the organised protest, educationsi
achiovoment, change of rxeligious faith (conversion) and

gtowzng soclo-political consciousness among the Dalits
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have resulted into putting a considerable amount of
check over the traditional attitudes and behaviour of
caste Hindus towards them including their womenfolk.
However, this cannot be denled that tho verious types of
harassment, exploitation, 818cr1m§nation, oete, still
continue against the Dalit women and mon living in the
romote villages in the state. In such cases nelther thelr
socio-oconomic condition nor their socisl status has
improved. Even in the case of Dalit women and men living
in slun areaé and employed in unskilled and semieskilled
works in towns and citles their status has not much
improved, 1In fact, the Dalit women continue to be

explolited in nany weys even in such axeas.el

In brief, there is some change in the status of
the Dalit wemen, especially in the case of those who
are educated (or are part of the educated family),
employed in non-traditional occupations and are living
in urban axeas in the state. Further, the status of
those Dalit women hes also changed who are socially and
politically conacious and have joined hands with their
men in the various types of demonstrations, protest
novements et¢., But thoe change is not visible in the

case of those Dalit women who are illiterate, employed

21 Triveds, H.R., op.cit,
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in troditionol occupoticns snd arc tonuwal cgriculturel
labourers in villegos. 50 4o the cose with those Dallt
wosen who aro living in tho haophardous social conditions
in uzbon oroas, 06 stated cariior.



CONCLUS ION

Homen have beoen regarded inferior to men not
only in India but in other countrice aleo in the world,
as nentionad in Chapter I. Today, the status of Indien
women as woll as of tho Dalit women also is changing.
It 18 true thet status of womon was very low in the
earlicy times when women and the Shudrns were awarded
lover and, in fact, the loweot status, The Dalit women
wore Shudras within the Shudras and their oxploitation was
doublod, The Dalit men had a little higher status than
their women becaouse tho men as such were regarded suporior

to women.

In the ocarliest, probsbly the Vedic poriod women
had staotus equal with men - but in the latter period,
especlally in pre~Buddhist period they werc brought to
status lower than that of men., Accoxding to the Hindu
religlous laws, womon had a very low status, and were
treated as chattel. It means, virtually they did not
have status at all. They did not have any right or
freedom but only the right of bearing and resring of the
children, They had to look after thoir household and
were regaxded to be faithful to their husband. They werce
always dependent on thoir father during the childhood,
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on husband during young age and on son during old age,
But during the Buddhist pericd they were given equal
rights and frecdom and were allowed 2o join the Buddhist
Sangha (assembly). They werc plso allowed to 1live as
Bhikhunt (mun). In other words, there was an overall
change in status of tho women and‘Shudxad during the
Buddhist poriod.

In the post-Buddhist poriod a docline came again
in the status of Indien women. For instonce, in the
ninoteenth contury in India women woere fully dependent on
their husbend, After the death of thelr husband,
ospacially the women from tho twico-born groups were not
allowed to remarry but to follow the custom of gatl
(celf-immolation). Thus, the Hindu women wers economically
and socially dependent on thelr tusband and other male
nocbexrs in the fanily., Theoy had no right of owning
proparty either ot the place of thelr father or husband,
Thus, they were regarded virtually as slaves though
they were part ahd parcel of the family life. Tho
women in Maharoshtra were the worst sufferers as the
society in /daharashtra was ridden by a relatively more
orthodox tradition.

tie have disccucsed in Chaptex 3 that the various
social and religious disabilities were imposed on the
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Dalits in tho countzy. Thooe wore equally visible in
daharashtra. Ue have olso montionod thot the alit
womon were the most sufferers both in and cutside thoe
homo, But one noticoablo fact about the Dalit women was,
as discussed in Chapter 3, their cconomic indepondence.
Traditionally, they werc engaged in tho verious economic
activities and they contributed oqually to the fanily
income. Howevor, pocially thoy were theo most dograded
and physicolly exploitad'porsona in tho soclety. Tho
Dalit women in /sharashtzra woro not oxcoption to thoir
status inforior to theiy mon as woll ac mon and wowen

in genexal.

Due to the impact of the British rule and English
education somo sorts of changes took place among the
paople in Indla. Uomon also in the country got
influonced from such changes. For instance, a lioited
number of women, cepocially thoso coming from the upper
niddle class bockground started looking upword in terms
of taksng education and a nunbexr of professions. In
their vonture they weze oncouraged by an overall
atmosphere created during the Dritish period and, noxe
than that, by & number of sociol end :eligiduevrafo:m
movoments taken place during thie poriod. The broad aims
of thote movements were to abolish the varieties of social
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and religious disabilitios Aincluding the caste system
and nake improvement in the rights and status of women.
Théae movements became instrumental in the abolition of
the custom of Sati. The Brahmo Samaj in the ecast, the
Prarthana Samaj in the west encouraged, in a way, by the
British zule, and tho Arya Samaj in the north played the
vital role in improving tho stotus of the women and the
Shudra caates'as discussed in Chapters 1, 2, and 3.

The various socisl reform movements takon place
in the ninateanth'eentazy in the country particulsrly in
lMaharashtra offercd the social 1ife of the Dalit women
also., Jotiba Phule, Savitribal Phule, !1.G. Ranade,
Pr B.R. Ambedkaz, otc. tried to raice the stotug of the
doprossed classes and adviséd them, especially their
womenfolk, to adopt the cleanliness, get educated and
send their children to schools. They were also responsible
for bringing about some Jooseness in the practico of
untouchability against the Dalits in the state.

After independence government also have provided
a number of facilitios to the women &n general and tho
Dalit women in particular to improve their educational
and employment position in the country'and in lMsharashtra.
Attention has also beon paid to improve theixr health and
hygienic condition. |
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These provisions alongwith a rich tradition of

social reforms have holpod the Dalit mon as well as
womon in Maharachtra to enjoy a bottor stotus than that
in the other state. Thug, by sccopting sox ratio, health
and hyglenic condition, maritel status and age at marrlage
as indicators of tho improved status we have geen, in
Chapter 4, that thory is change in the status of the
Dalit women 4in Moharashtso. Ve have also seon that sex
ratio has consistently declinod in tho country and also
in Meharashirs singe tho boginning of this‘centurva For

instance, therc wore 930 femslet over por 1,000 males in
1921 in Maharnshtra but their munbor came down to 932

in 1971. This may bo 50 as insopito of inprovement in
tho health and hygienlc condition leading to the positive
foprovement in rato of the forxrtility and mortality among
the poeople a8 o whole in the country and in Maharashtra
state there is not much Llmprovement in rates of the

female mortality, especially in the country side. In
addition, the t:aﬁiﬁicnal Anclinstion of people toward the
male child and consequently @ negloct of the femgle child
has not undergone an oversli change.

Besides, changes have also taken place in the
maritsl stotus end oge at marriage of the Dalit women
in Maharashtra, though theee are not o6 they ocught to be.
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Regarding mazital stotus, we have seen in Chaptor 4 that
the porcentage of mazried Dalit women has declined and
the porcentage of the Dallt womon who did not narry has
increased in the rogont years. Sach a state of affairs
may be esplained in tho light of the fact that the
f;gurna in the category of woncn vho did not rmarry are
enumorated within o certain otipuloted time aend a woman
might have got married juot eftor the enumocration io over,
lMoroover, this category also includes tho girls of
unnarriogesblc age and tho widows., However, one connot
dony the possibility of a novexr morried <alit woman,
copocially in urban arcas, though it is a rere possibility,
as stnted in Chaptor 4.

Further, the nuobor of widew Dalit women 4in
taharashtss has also increaced in tho rocent years,
This reflects a general assumption about the Dolits that
the widow remarriage is comaon ond frequent anong them.
Hovever, the lossoning of the widow remarriacge cmong
the Dalits in the state nay not bo oxplained in terms
of the process of Sanskritization which has never boen
edopted by them in tho state. Instead, it can be
appreciated in the light of the fact that the widow
remarriage oven anong the Dalits is ocslor if the spouscs,
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especially the female ones, do not have chiddren from
thoir earlior marriage, ns slroady stated.

Traditionally, tho divoreco rate was high among
tho Dalit women beceuse it was casior for s men or a8
woman to get divorce at the inctance 6? the caste
panchayat opr oldop mombers in the caeste. But now, since
o caso of divorce moy casily be litigated to tho legal
conplications, thay fear to adopt it very easily. Hovever,
the rato of d;vorca 1s cextoinly high anong the Dalit
women than that among the women in general in tho stote.

In the caso of the Dalit women sge ot thoir
narriage wae very low earlier becsuce the parents woere
illiterate and poor and they wanted to dispose thoir
doughters off at an early age. But nowadoys 4t hes
incrensed. As stated in Chapter 4, the age of the Dalit
wemen at thoir maryiasge hae reached, according to 1971
census, to 14.89 and l5.39 years in ypural and urban
areas rocpoctively in Maharashtra. Thie Lo almost egual
to tho average age of the Dallt wonmen ot the&r marriage
in the countzy o8 o whele, Such &n incressed average
age of tho Lalit wonen at their marrlage is o 1little
losc than that of the women in generxal 4n the staete due
to tho abevo nontioncd reasons. However, this can be
said that thero 40 o dofinite change in the age of the
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Dalit women at tholx marriage and, thereby a change in
their status in Maharashtra.

The changes in the statuo of tho Dalit women 4n
taharashtra, on the hacis of changes in thelr demographie
profilo, havo furthor boen examined in the perxspectives
of the socio~oconomic ostatus and attitudes and behoviour,
This is nocessary boesyce the demographlie changes alone
do not pxovide & vory clear picture about changos in'the
status as such of tho Dolit women in Mahazashtza,
Howevor, cueh 2 chango has boon aeacured on thoe basie of
literary and educational lovel and employnent position of
the Dalit wonen in tho stato. Vo have nontionod in
Chapter 5 that thore 4o a positive chonge in the rate of
literacy and level of educatinnal achievement among the
Dalit women in Maharashtra. Such change has boen
contributed by a number of social roforms carricd out
prior to independence, Dalit novemont 1tself launched by
Dr Anbedkar and his supporters and a number of measures
undertaken, especially by the Governmont, in the stete.

Thus, we have noted that whorgas in 1951 therxe
were only a very feow cducated Dalit fomales in tho otate,
thore hes been o notable Ainsrease in thsir literocy rate
within the lest two decados or o, a8 peported 4n the
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censusss of 1961 ond 1971, Not only that but quite a
good numbor of them hove boon enyelled for tho higher
odugcotion, cspeeianlly in tho oducational institutions in
uzban arcos, Hewever, the numbeor of oducated “alit
womon both in riral urbsn arooe i 16ss then that of the
women in gonersl in tho state.

o have menticaed 4in Chapter 3 that the Dalits in
tr.o state were engogoed in the traditional caste
oceupationg and theiyr fomales also Supportoed them in thoir
such activitios. But bocruse of & special call given by '
Dr Asbedhar o large numbor of the Dalite migrated,
eithai oclono or with their fomily, ¢to cities and undertook
a variat’pu of non-traditional) occupotions. Their women
also have boen cengaged in somo kind of economic activities.
Thore, they aroc doing tho white collor jobs, working in |
nills, factorios ond in othor organizations. In the
caoo of thoso who are staying in villeges thero 16 some
change. For inetance, both tho Dalit men and women are
engeged in sgricultural and other activities, in most
of the cases as labourers, but the mode of payment has
cortainly changod and now thoy do not work undor the
traditional subordination of tho employeers. Dut still
quite a few Dalits in tho state continue with their
traditionsl occupations, Thus, the Dalit weaen, young
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or old in the state have used to work both in and out

of home., Then, whercas they ave economically independent,
they add to their family income also., This means, they
have achieved economic freedom but thelr socliael status
has not equally improved. Howevor, in the recent years
some Dalit womon, cspecially the educated ones have
entered the white collay jobs and other jobs in the
toztiary sector in urban areas. In the case of these
women thelr soclioe-economic status has improved leading to
change in thelr status in the soclety. But their number
is obviocusly small.

Change An the status of the Dalit women in
Haharashtra has, further, been examined in terms of
changes in their social consclousnces and tholr attitudes
and bohaviour and that of others towardsthem. Thus,
ragarding social awareness and consciousness, attitudes
and behaviour, we have found in Chaptex 5 that in the
wake of the movement launched by Dr Ambodker and his
assoclates tho Dalits, both mén and women in Maharashtira
beceme aware and con;&tous of their rights and atatus in
the society. They started showing collectively their
resentnont to the various social and religious dissbilities
imposed on them., Bosides, they started adopting the habite
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of cleanliness, sonding their children to schools and
dissoclating thancelvos from thelr traditionsl caste
occupations, Thoy did migrate to towns ond citios where
thoy found g difforont social onviyronument. Even in villages
thoy dovelopad a considersble amount of coclal ewareness
and consciousness among them.

One of the most oignificant indicators of the
social ewaronees end consclousness of tho Dalits in the
#tato $s their adoption of the strategy of getting ﬁheir
problems resolved and status improved through agitation,
This strategy of the Dallts initiated during Aobedkar's
- movement hags been, further, strengthened in the rocent
times through their orgenizations 1ike the Dalit Panthers,
Buddhist soclety, otc. Both in rural and urban areas in
the state the Dalit mon and women ore agitating for
achioving thoir just rights and status in the society.,
The numerous atrocitics inflicted on them, at the mass
lovel, are ocuteone of thoir unity and mobilization.

Finally, we have also recorded changee in their
attitudes and behaviour and that of others towardcthem,
The change in their attitudes and behaviour 1s manifested
through their awarcness and consclousness and ite
enactment. Similarly, the change in attitudes and
behaviour of others towardsthem 4s clear from the fact
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that tho pooplo bolonging to upper costes and claocces

do not find now eosior to diserioinate, harass and

oxploit the Dalit mon oad womon both 4n rurcl end uzban
arens in tho state. Thoir soctarien and particen
attitudes axe rooented by the Ualits unitedly, Hewever,

in most of tho cooece the Dallits, ocpecislly tholr womenfolk
aro not ootopod from tho porticen ond prejudicial attitudeo
and bohoviour of othors in the countrysido.

in ocun, on tho bavlde of tho varlous aspoeto of tho
status, onolysed ospocially in Cheptoxrs 4 end 95, we have
found thaot tho chongos have taken place in the status of
only ¢ enall section of the Dolit womon 4n the otate.
Theoo women ore cduccted and caployed in nonetraditiens}
occupations in urbon areco, The stotus of the Dalit
women has also changoed in zurnl sreas if not naterislly
then ot leost ot the lovel of thoir coclal awarenceés and
eonsciousnoss about tholy rights and etatus §n the
eocliety in faharashtra,
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