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Those wlo are shut in within one society, one nation or
one religion, tend to dmagine that their way of life and
their way of thought have absolute and unchangeable
validity and that all that oontradicts their standsrds
is somehow ‘unnatural® inforior or evil. Tloss, on the
other hand, who live on the borderlines of various
civilizations conmprehend more cleerly the great movement
and contradictoriness of nature and society.

Issac Deutscher: The

This is the £inal blasphemy, the blight

On 811 pure purpose and divine intent

To dress the selfish tiought, the indolent,
In the priest's seble or the angel's white.

Yorks of art bwever are like unattainable heights.
We & mot straight toward them, but circle amund
theme Each generation sses them £rom 8 different
point of view and with a fresh eye; mor 1s it to be
agsumed thot a leter point of view is more gpt than
an earlier one. Each aspect comes into sicht in its
own time, which canmt be anticipated or pmilongedy
and yet its significance is not lost, for the meaning
that a work assunes for a later generstion is the
rosult of the wible range of previous interpretatinns.

Armld Hauser:
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The debts which I ove both to individuals and
institutions are £ar o many t© list here, but some
of tham must be ackmowledged. To be born withén a
tradition and question its socio-historical xots s
ot easys One either tends %o acoept a tradition or
rejeatis it outright without looking for any scientd-
£ic/historicel explenstions. For me the choice was
mither acceptance or mjection but the need to have
an understanding of the culture (the totality of life)
in which I was rorn.

I en ot sure 4£ I could have maneged ¢ @
this on my own, Mut the opportunity %o study at the
centre of Historical Studies 8t the Jawaharlal Nehru
Unjversity certainly prepared me for such & task.
within the Centre I an especially indebted to Pmef.
Bipan Chandra wlho intimduced me to the problems of

historical mpearch and Ielped me &8t many a8 critical
juncture. An initial course by Pmof. K.N. Pannikar
on the History of Ideas, helped in the cloice of &
conceptual framework foHr the present thesis. The
topic for the present dissertation care up during
nmy discussion with Dr. Amrik singh on the pmblems
of Punjabi Literature.
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suggestions for parts of this manuscript.



CHAPTER X
LITERATURE AND _SOCIETY

Increasingly it 4s being recognised, almost as an
axiom, that a close relationship exists between society and
literature. All literary cndeavours bear the impression of
the soctety £mm uhich they have emerged.” This is one
reacon which wuld obviously account for the differences
between the literature pmduced in late nincteenth or early
tventicth century England and the literature produced in
Indiz at this time. But what precisely is the relationship
betueen society and literature? This inmocent sounding
question has amused over the last tuo centuries a heated,
acrimonious and to-date an almost umanagable debate among

writers, literery critics, historians and sociologists. Out
of this debate has emerged what {s cormonly referred to as
the sociology of literaturec.

TThe mwots of this sub-discipline may be traced to
the Ancients; but more directly to the Modern contmversy
which raged in late 17th century France and BEncland. It
was Gebated whether the literery creations of modern Europe

1, For a detalled examination of relationship between
rature and society see Hugh D. Duncan, Jlapousoe
:;%exmmm_m.sgxw (cg}zcago. 1953f Ian wWatt,
“Literature and Society®™ in Robert N. wuson ed,,
The Arts 3p Sogisty (New Jersy, 1964) pp. 800-313
and Ri.cham Hoggart *lLiterature end Society", Ihe
r, Yol.85,m.2, 1966, Milton C.
Al.bmche. *The Relationship of Lit:emtum and Society,

american Journal of Socioloqy, Vol.59,1953-54,pp.425-30,
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were comparable to the masterpieces produced during the
classical period in Greece and Rome. The debate was foll-
owed by the Gemman idea of Kulturgeschichte, which looked
at hunan culture as a winle, from & historical position.

In 1796, De Donald made his classic statements “"Literature
is an expression of socaaty”.z Four years later a French-
woman Madame de Stael winte an influentizl work, De is
tutions sociales. Published in 1800, this volume discussed
¢the mlation of race and climate to literary styles, as well

as effects of women and relfgion on art.

Undar the sway of the doctrine of progress and &
beldef in the stages theory of dewelopment, Madame de Stael
asserted that the literature of a socisty shvuld be bmught
into hamony with its prevailing political beliefs. She
balieved that the rising republican spirit in French
politics should be reflected in literature by intmducing
the ficures of citizens and peasants into serious works,
guch as tragedies, rather than relegsting them to comedies.
In her view, literature should portray important changes
in the sociel order, especizlly tlvse which indicate
movement towards the ooals of liberty and justice, Her

writings on this topic had wide influence during her life
and for decades afterward.

2, Quoted 4n Xan Watt, ope. cite., p. 301
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Since Madame & Steel's work, & great d&eal has been

written on issues concerning the linkages between society
and literature, but the major propositions have been
advanced by three schoolse On the one hand are tlose
who would avidly deny eny linkeges between society and
1iterature.® They would argue ageinst eny mediation
between social institutions, audiences, educational
opportunity, nature of communication systems, aveilable
methods of living and literary activity.

This schvold, in its mogt eladorate form is repres.
ented by the Russian fomalists and linguistic structura-
lists. Ooncerned with language as 8 social phenomeron,
they deny that litarature can be a spcial object,
Fundarental ¢ their literary metlovdology is the teaxt
itself, exclusive of reference to anything outside it.?

- For 8 Fomalist, a8 living language can do without
literature, even though literature has 4its basis in the
14ving language. To put it more explicitly, the Formelist
school considers social relationships, myths and

3. F.R. leavis end G.D. leavis, W
(x.ond:m. 1969) , and Valdimar Nabokov, a_§_q
Literature, ed. Fredson Bowers, (Harcourt, 19€0.

4, T TodIDV, Preface tp translation of Henry Jeves,
(Paris, 1970), M. Foucault, R.Barthes,

J. Denida, et.al. Theoxie 4° cnsemble (Paris, 1968)
G. Gemetté, Eiqures X god Ficupes II (Pards, 1966) .
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idoologles as having o reslity other tham what obtains
in a language or in everyday speech, which 4s the medium
o express rlationships, myths and féeologies. ¥Yet in
everyday experience, such meaning lies at the implicit
lev2l, meet people act or live out thoeir lives witiout
considercing 4te Out of this duality of livinc experience,
emerges iliterature, to unveil meaning and therefore the
world of actuality. The act of t2lling & story can
appopriate £foom the language of everyday use its hidden
masning, and hence the actusl objects to which it refors,
vhether these be events, &deas or feelings. Litersture
expresses and brings to life the living content of woxds.

A further development of this argument is found in
the schools of “new criticism® and semiology which
oontend that the life of the author, the producer, i4s
irrelevant to interpret a8 literary text. Any attempts
to focus on ths author-as-source is to ocomnit the
=intentionalist fzllacy®, to deny "the richness of the
text in its openness, itz readeability in the meanings
that can be produced £mm it".5 Indeed Ronald Barthes
has oome so far as o insist that 3

-the author is a modemn £igure, a product of
our society in so far as, emerging £mom the

5. Rosalind Coward and John Ellis, W
Materialism (london, 1972, p.d2.
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Middle-Ages with Bnglish empiricism, French
rationalism and the personal faith of the

Reformation, it discovered the pxeee.ige of
the individual, of, as it is more modbly put,

‘the human person'. It is thus logical that
in literature 4t should be this postivism,
the epitame and culmination of cepitalist
ddeology which has attracted the greatest 6
importance ¢t the ‘person'® of the author'.

Opposed to this viewpoint are those who stsunchly
profess and seek to demonstrate a direct, virtuslly a
on2 to one relationship between society and literature,
author and text." Such an apprmach is supposed t© be the
hallmark of Marxist aesthetics. Although Marx himoelg
“mever fully developed a cultural theo:y“a. vulgsr
Marxists tend to portrsy all art as s direct reflection
of the material basis of a society. The classic formu-
lation in such an interpretation is that of base end
superat.mctum.g An ecomomistic base it is argued deter-

mines all artistic prmoductinn, which is part of the

6. Ronald Barthes, "The d&ath of the Author® in Imace-~
Musictext (Glasopw, 1977), pp. 142-43,

7. For such & view within the Maxxist tradition sce Mao-
Tee tung,"on Literature and Art®, in Bevel lLang and
For{ést williams ed. a t
Aesthatios and Criticisn (Rewyork,1972) ,pp.108-19,
1eo Trxotsky 4n an influentieal work on litarature

writes: "Before even & tremor of revolytionary presen-

timent could pass thrmugh Russian literature at tho end
of the last century and the beginning of this, history
had ¢© pmduce the deepest changes in the basis of
econmomics, in land tenure, in socisl relations, and 4in
the feelings of the masseg" "Proletarian culture and

Proletarian art®™ in Bevel leng and Forvest Williams ed.

m.. P61,
8. R, Williams, culturs and Society (london, 1960), p.269.

9. FOr @ learned discussion c£f base-superstructure mdel and
its place in Marxist literaxy theory see R. Williams
Marxism and Literature (Oxford, 1977), pp.75-82.
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superstiucture. For instance, Christopher Caudwell

describes all modern poetry (thet is, since the 15th
century} as “capitalist poetty'.lo

Parallel 0 the explicitly economistic aesthotic theory
are those wlb pmject a mlationship between arts and life
in general. A recent sociclogical work by Joan Rockwell,
asserts that "the patternad oonnection between society and
f£iction is =0 discemmible ard so reldiable that literature
ought ® be added to the regular tools of social inveg-
tigation". Ildterature can be shown to b2 * a pmwduct of
society" she insists rather than "simply entertaimment®
or the result of private fantasy®™. Fiction is mot only
8 representative of social reality® hut also an agency
of *"social contml® for it is important in the "socirii-
gation of infants, &n the expression of ~£f4icis) momms
such 8s law and religion, in the conduct of politics*
and it provides "symbols® in the domedn of mme and valuesl

10. Christopher Candwell, J3)usion and Reality (london,
1964). Pe 55. Also see Max Ragml. Prundhan,Marx,

11,

pp.a-4. simuar view see Pttrim
SOmkm. mg._g_l jtural : 1c§. (Bosum,
1957) , PPe 869=70 andT e 1 Of our
(teuwyork, 1941), p. 80. .
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Piction according ¢ the mon-Marxists who seek a
mediation between the socfal and the literature is said ¢
reflect socidty in that it provides a reocord of vhat
cartain people did - how they loved and married, grouped
themselves into social classes, conducted various enter-
prigses, and gset wp homes. Fiction has alss revealed how
people have thought akout themselves and other mstters,
such as God, the family, politics and race. Fiction is
further gaid o affect people’s lives by helping them o
fom thedr own attitudes end values towards what has
existed end wvhat should exist.

Piction secks to be rmore then & picture of 1life.
dbvelists have wvanted to point a noral directly or indirectly
and ofSered a critique as well as a portrait. MNdvelists
claiming ¢ offer & “pure® portrast have necessarily limited
points of view and goals, which limit their portraits
correspondingly. twhen they offer crifiques, lowever, they
consciously select aspects of Llife that they want o comment
on, such as poverty, hypocricy, and the capacity fHor love
or hatred. They deliberstoly emphasise these aspects at the
expense of others. Thusg, while rewvealing much of value
concerning tlose eclements of iife thet interest then,
mvelists necessarily $gnore other elements that may interest
their readers or other mvelists, Fiction becomes &
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compediun of what writers thought it important or ewven
profitable to bring ¢o the attention of pmspective readers.
As such it shows what autlors take life ® be and wvhat they
vant their sudience o take it to be.

Disillusioned by a straitjacketed view of literature,
of late there has emerged a third aspproach, which flatly
denies that literature is in anyway, ecommistic or other-
wise 8 direct reflection of encietye. Acooréding to om of
its leading proponents, Raymond Williams, "There 4s o
gincle relationship between the naturs of 8 society and
the character of its literature, but there are significant
and possibly significant relations, which seem o vary with
actusl history ... the meletions ketween litersture and
gociety can he seen to vary considerably, in chenging
historical situationgs. »As society changes, its literature
changes, though often in unexpected ways, for it &s a part
of sncisl growth and mt simply its reflectisn®.32

within Indis, except for efforts at what may be
called, catching up with western paradigns, 13 m major
indigincous effort has been made t© study these issues.

12, Raymond Williems, The long Rewnlution (london,
19758, reprint), p. 265. 2 similar viewpoixxh
is e:zp:essed by Hicheal mmﬁfa,

o cial Reality (Hamondsmtth.

13, For such an attempt sce M.P. ©Ohli, The iInf
of the Yest on Panfabil Litegature (Ludhiana, 1969).



t 9

This 4s understandable because the: most influentisl genre
of literature, the novel, has been &mported from the west
and, 8s 8 oomwllaxy, the critical apparatus to approech
it has also been adopted £rom outside the country. Two
disciplines, history and socinlogy, besides literature,
which are eminently cuited to study the linkages between
Indisn gociety and licersture have fafled ¢to dd so,

A possible explanztion for this Jag is thet, firstly,
the issues of Indian sociology and history have been
Somulated in the context of the British impact on Indian
society. Coneequently, the crucisl areas which have been
{dentified are political, ecommic and more recently
social. The oconcentration of scholars on these issues
has resulted in only a partial attention to the social

regponoes in the form of utetatm:e“

and consaquently
our understanding of the past has &n many ways been one-
dimencional. Seoondly, the deep-moted positiviam among
Indi~n social acientists has always given greater credi-
tibility ¢ studies, which are bhased on archival recsrds,
like overnment reports, notings of British huresucracy,
private correspondence, census records and conterporary
mﬁépapem. such records, 4t is £4immly belisved, will

allow the historian to get hold of that elusive charxrcter

14. Yogendra K. Melik, ed. Politics And the MNovel 4in
;& (pelhi, 1978).
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in history, cslled facts. This fetish for conventional
sources, in search of facts, is evident in most recent
works on Indian history and also in the omurse structure
of Indizn universitics, vhich still concentrate on drum
and trumpet history.

Thirdly, the watar-tight conpartmentaslization of

social science disciplines has confimad literature to
the corridors of languags departments. It is believed
that the hard headed social scientist does mot possoss
the required sensibility, expertise and aesthetic
exposure to appreciste, undarstand and analyese the
nuances in the works of an artist, who des ot func-
tion under restrictions of imagination, sources and
social query, as des 8 sociologist or a historian,

It 45 t surprising that except for two major
menogrephs’> which seek to study the imsges which Indis
and tha Indians evokad amng Britizh movelists espe-
cially during the colontsl period, and a fow secondary

15. Allen Go Gmmmtl O
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reforences to literature’®, the historien/sscivlogist in
India have 4insulated themselves from issues which should

bo as much of their conrn as thet of the high priests
of literature.

The present work by m means aspires o resiructurc
this legacy. It has a limited task to podnt out the
dmmense possibilities for a historical analyses of litera-
ture. For this purpose an attempt has been made to study
the interaction between literature and sociel developments
thmuch the novels of Bhati Vir singh. In this endeavour
the present thogis is guided by the belief that &£ we
anclyess the artistic schisvements of a varticular ace
while taking into acoount the stylictic and formal problems
and the dominant style, above all wo must study the socisl
oonditisns, movenents, and conflicts of the period, the
class relationships and strugogles and the resulting ideas-
religious, philosophice) and political - &n oxder to oee

the art of that perind 'm a real, mot an imaginnry context.
At the game time we must bewapo of reading into every work

16, Sumit Sarker, mmemizw
(Delhi, 1976), pp. 497-501, ?Sx}an ra, The

Indien ry Congress, azrn,

there is 3 lack of literary studies by historians
in the so-called modern period, ancient Indian
hiastory has a better record. This is largely
becauae of shortage of sources for the gtudy of
ancient Indian history, which has led historians
to depend on literary studies of the Vedas,

Upanishads and the two epics Rameyana and
Mahadbharta.
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of art, or elament of style, & direct and unambicuous
exprassion of a8 class or & social situstion. We must
take curc ot to judge a writer's, artist's or musi-
cian's wrk solely acoxding to whether it is ‘progressive’
or 'reactionary’ (Sor the tw may intexmingie, es lenin
pointed out in his enelysis of Tolstoy and besides, the
quastion of quality must enter into every judgement). But
unless we apply history to the arts - unless we exsmine
ths social causes for its changing subjects, forms and
ocontent - we a&re bound ¢to end wp £n abstract speculatisn
and sssthaticism, miles from reality. An analysis of
style Mwaver intelligent 4t may bo and however brilliant
its insight into specific problems, is bound to fail unless
it mcognizas‘the content that £{s to say, in the lasgt
instence, the social element is Gacisive .

¢

Bhai Vir Singh has been widely acclaimed as *the
father of modern Punjabi language'. He is credited with
having pioneexrad in Punjabi the genres of pwse, mvwel,
epic and drama. In a life spen of eighty~-five years he
wote more than sixty dooks amounting to twenty timusand
pages. All this work was done at a time when Punjabi vas
considered a granin-bhashs (xustic lenguage), 1ll=suitzd
o express literary aspirations. To further the csuse

of Punjabi, Bhai VAr Singh set up 4in 1892 the
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Hazdn=-4i-Hind prens. which vas tha £irst printing press in
Amritsar. He foundsd the Khnlga Semachar - the only
surviving Punjabi newspaper of the nineteenth century.

His dewotion of a ilfe time to the development of Punjobi
literature has earmed him uncessing recognition. In

1949, the Punjab University, at its first Convocation,
conferred on him the degree of Dogtor of Orjental learning.
In 1950 Bhai Vir Singh's adnirers formed the ‘Bhai vir
Singh Commemoration Volume Committee®, under the chasmman-
ship of Sir Teja Singh Mulik. T very next year it
brought out an aAbhinsapdan Granth. It contained letters

in his lomour from sclolars, poets, philosophers,

diplomats and gsaints £rom all over the world. In 1952
ghai Vir 8ingh was moninated to the Punjed iegislative
oouncile A year later the £irst Sahityz Akademi awaxd

for Punjabi was given o his work: Mege Sain Jen. Just
a year before his Geath he wes ewarded the Padam Bhushan, 37
For many years his books were selected as the best books
of the year and they have kbeen made a3 part of the
university sylledbus in Punjab. His mvel Sundri &s ssid

17. For bicgtaph:lcal detaus. ses Mshes Singh, Pagom Bhushan
it 480 (Amnesaré Khalsa

Sameacl hax:.

{Am .
and Harbans Singh, Bhai Vir ;m (ow mmiz SGMeya
akadems, 1972),
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to have sold more than a million copins. Soon after his
Gezath in 1957, Bhai Vir Sinch Sahitvs Sadn was set up,
vhich has constructed two palatisl memoriels at Amritsar
and belhi, At the time of his £irst Dbirth centenary,

the Punjad Covarment instituted & chair of Bhai V4r Singh
studies at Panjadb University, Chandigarh. I other Punjabd
writer has been so pmfusely written about as Bhal vir
Singh. All the journsls dsaling with Punjebi litexature
have brought out sgpecial numbexs on the life and works of
Bhai Vir Singh. 2 harriedly brought out bibliography by
Panjab University 4in 1974 has mearly seven hundred
mmbered entries either by Bhai Vir Sinch or about him’®
and the list is still gmowing.

It 4s ot surprising that Bhai vir Singh became a
legend during his 1ife time and today there are numerous

sikh feamilies, which wozrship before his portrait. His
birth celedbrations have decome an anmial ritual. A
growing mythology has enveloped his life and work with
a oonstant flow of honorifics: the father of Punjebi
1iteratures the father of Punjedb prose and poetry: the
Sixth river in the land of f£ive rivers; hersld of the

mw dawmy & river of culture and lzarning, sciwler of

10, Vishvanath Tiwvard, Harinder Pannu and Jagtar (eds.)

phai Vir Singh Sandarbh-Kosh (Chandigarh: Publication
Buxeau, P‘an!% University, 1974).

[ 4
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history and many otm.u's.” There s an urgent need o
demythologize Bhal Vir S&ngh end leok 4nto the agsump-
tions behind this mythology. This will mot only enable
us to study Bhald Vir Singh as VAr Singh, but also provide
2 shaxper focus on Punjab's socizl history as also cnable
us to explore the relationship between society and
literaturs 4in a specific Sastance.

-

9.

Thesa and mumemus othor platitudes have baea
extensively used in Harbans Singh (ed.), Bhag vir

M%fﬁ.@%b {(Mew Delhi: The Bhai ViY
ss.ngh Abhtna Samiti, 1954) and Bhed Vir

(Naw Delh&‘ The Bhai Vir

smgn smay c:.rcle. 1959) and J.S.Guleria (ed.)
Ehaa vir Singh The Sixth River of Punjab ab (iew
e DePey Widle




SHPPTER X3
UL PAKING_OF AN IDEQLOGUE

shai Vir Singh was born 4in December 1872 $n a
highly established family of Punjab.} By this time,
punjed hed bheen a part of the British Empise for almost
quazter of 8 century. Each year of Bhai Vir Singh's
life and family history $s 8 detailed dmpressionistic
relief of what was happening in Punjab.

At the hich won of the empire, the British
adiministrators, fillodwi th confidence and imbued with
a messisnic azmal, sought to make Punjsd into & colonial
haven where none wuld be dissatisfied with the Raj.2
starcting with Hemry lawronce's three member Board of
Adninistration, a distincy Punjab Sclvol of adninistra-
tion emerged. Distrustful of court procedures and laws,
the Punjsd adninistration established s direct pexsonsl
ule, in vhich all the subjects were to be enourasged to
200k upon the Sarkar as Ma-dep.’ Punjab was to become a
rodel state for the rest of the empire,

i, For bio hical datails see Mzha S4 g_@ra_t%?;&p
) MW (Ang];itsar, 5505

(Anritsar, 39697 and Harbens S
(tew Delhi, 1972).

2. Eric Stokes, English U 1 and Ind
(Oxford, 195D), ppe244-45, 248.

3. FOor an extremely well regearched work on the Punjadb
School of Adninistration see P.H.M. Vanden bDungen,
The Punisb Tiudition (london, 1972 .
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The expansion of British activities in Punjab,
bmught in its wake: English education, Christisn missin-~
naries, printing preas, anglicised Indians and new
influences in living, dress and sociel valuss. Ald
Punjabis, especially urban, in order to be successful,
were compelled to contend with the wetas of ¢the 'now
world® suddenly bmught to their dor steps.?

The need for lower level overmment functionaries,
the dssdire to ‘civiliza' the local population and win
them over o the British side by instilling in them values
of loyalty and respect towards the Rej made the goverment
sot up a new educational system, which gradually replaced
the indigineous one.® The first govermment school 4n
Central Punjab was sct up at Amritsar and an anmel grant
of Rs.5,000 was sanctioned for it.5 The amritsar Schonl
provided dnstruction in English as well as 4in Orientsl

4. For a personalised acoount of such & process in caze
of ona Punjabi family, see Ved Mehta,
(Oxfoxd, 1972) .

5. A detaliled exanination of the ecucationsl institutions
and trends in Punjab 45 aveilable in G.W. leitner,
. v ‘ Y.;. =y - . ‘-‘. L . { 4 Y 34 B A

6+ JeFs Bruce, 9.amaw.sm_mmmm.mm
{Ladorxe, 1988}, p. ) 8
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langusges. Reading, speaking and writing of English,
srithmetic, goometrsy and geogrephy constituted the course
of study. uWithin one year (1850-51), the daily attendance
Ancressed fmm 107 to 158, Adout one-fourth of the
students adnittad in the school pursusd their studies in

Englishe

on the model of the amritsar sclool, govermment spon-
sored aclpols were opened at Rewalpindi, Gujarat, Shalpur,
Multan, Jhelum and Jullundur.® By 1856 there were thirty-
give such schools.? The same yeer the Educational
Departnent with & Director-Genaral, two Inspectors, elsven
Daputy-Inspectors and ssventsen Sub-Ingspectors was set up
in Punjab. The new d@spartment, mx_zded by & ore per cent
cesa on landowners, sat up S628 schools 4in one year, out of
which 456 ware located in vulagas.m In sddition, moxal
sclvols were sot U at Rawalpindi snd lalore to train
tcachers. In 1860, a medical school was set yp at latore
and four years later, the lLalore and Delhi Colleces were
set up. The Panjed University College established in
1870 was xaised to university level in 1882,

9. ¥.B. Mathur, m&w&m (Delhs,
n.d.). Pe 80,

10. 1Ibid, p.Ld.
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The mew educational facilitics wers extremely popular
with all scctions of the Punjabi society. In a despatch
the Deputy Commissicner of Jullundur remarked about a new,

« 8CInol at Kurturpoor. The late Guru Sadha Singh had
paramunt infivence there, and obfected to & govermment
school bedng estsblished in the town. Since his death
tho people themselves have come Sorward and petitioned
for one, and there s now @ small school of £1fty boys®. 31
To pess out of & gpvermment school or willege with a
kmwledge of English was both & qualificatinn for status
and 8 bettor-paid job. ZEnglish education ensured detter
jobs thon Vermacular training. In 1882 those who
clearad the Entrance examinatisn in 2nulish stazted with
a salary of Rs.29 & month; thnsse who passed it in the
vernacular were paid only Rs.l1l. English education &t
the District Schoel without completing the secondary
education promised & salary of R3.17, while a similar
education at a Vernzcular schreel wuld securs a job
worth Re.9 & mnﬁuu

11, Citad in G.W. leitrer, 9P, Citss pPs 17,

12 Eaucamnal Department Survey reported in letter
* 1443, lalore, 22 February, 1888, Director of
Pubuc Instruction Punjab to secmtary Punjab
Goverment in o
January, 1884, e 1S9,
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Wostern education was accompanied by books in English,
which gradually became a rege among the educated. The
poatsy of Woxdsworth, Byon and Tihomas Moore, the £iction
of wWaltex Scott, Charles Dickens, George Blliot and
Lytton, and the writings of veltaire, Hill and Bentham
wvare widely a'.umd."8 A prominent contemporary writes in
his autoblogrephy : *"The remarkable books, &as they
appeared both to Gutu Datta =nd myself (Ruchi Ram Sahni)
Ye 8190 read together in our spare ours in the collee
verandah .«¢« These were Mill's Ytilitarienism and
Benthan’s Thoory of legisjetion, 7Thay were, of course,
mt included (in) the allege course, but that wes of
1ittle consideration for both of us. We read and re-read
Milli‘e small ook 1ine by line or paragraph by paragroph,
Adiscussing, arguing, difforing or agreeing in the end, as
we went along. Rw and agein, we could ot d moxe than

a sentance or two in the course of an lour, for either we
ocould mt agres as to vhat the autlnr's xeal meaning was
or, for some other resson, the whole time was teken up by

a discussion about all the implications of the passage orx
4

how far could ocurselves accept his lead”.

13. iajpat Rai, AQ
¢ roprint), f)po

14. Ruchi Ram Sahni,
m3, Pe 75.
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Initislly & fow emong the urbaon Punjabis swiftly
adbpted tha values and the lifce-style of the new world
and scorned et thedr past traditisons and haritage. But
foxr the vast majority the transition was mot ¢ de so
simple. They oould at hest drsw & dbridoe between the

old and rewe To @ so thoy oould depend on the mumemus
agssociations set up in Punjab.

In 1863 a snall group of Bengalis, with a few
Punjabi enthusiasts, founded the Brehmo Semaj of Lahore,}S
Over the mext two decadas branches were opened in Rswale
pindi, Amritsar, Multan, Ropar, Simla and Dera Ghazi
tﬁham"6 In 1876, the Brahmo Ssmaj founded a society
¢o translate theirx literature into Punjabi, Hinds, and
Urdu, and in 1877 the Brahmw's established one of tle
fov Brahmo presses outside of Bangal. Progelytization
rasted upon literacy. Brelmo tracts and the monkhly
journsl, Hari Hokikat, brought their message to the
iitarate few, to the mow clites of the Punjisb, as did
the continued travels of Brahms missionarics and
leaders.}? Pmom Bengsl came Xeshab Chandra Sen 4n
1967 end 1873, Debendra Nath Tegoro in 1867, 1872 end

15. Sivanatha Sastry, £ e
{Calcutta, 911), Vole lz. Pe 394¢

15, G«8« Chhabra, R . AC 3 |
{(Ludhtana, 1562), De 348.

17. SeDe. Callet, ed., Ihe
(london, 1876), p.36.

\/ NSt
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1874 and a saries of lesser known Brahmo f£igures either
singularly or in groups. From the beginning & small but
soclally significent mmber of educated Punjabis parti-
cipated in the Brahmo Samaj and were closely linked to
the Bengali community. Primarily Hindus, the few Punjab
families of the Lalore Samaj were a3l Hindu clexksy &
few Sikhs also allied themselves with Bralmo Sams$ end
its Bengall members. Theistic, ratinnal and syncree
tistic, Bengali Brahmos tended to bde extreme 4n thelr
rejection of contemporary Hinduisme They proclaimed
widow xemarriage acceptable, ate communal meals,
discarded the threed of orthodxy, and rejected estab~
lished Soms of Hindu worship.

The Brahmo 1deology could appeal only to a few,
for the vest they were apostates.xa

In 1866, lala Behari lLal and Pandit Bhamu: Datta
pasant Ram joined Mbvin Chandra Rat and S.P.Bhattachariee
to found the Lahoze Sat Sabha (Society of Truth), a refiorm
organizatinn focussed solely on Punjabi society. The
Sabha was dadicated to sociesl reform and education, as
was the Brahmo Samaj, but with the one major dAffference -
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the Sat Sabha sought to utilize Punjabi as the sole medium
of its wrke Aalthough Behari Lal publicly opposed the
principles of the Bralmo Samaj, the new society followed
Brahmo patterns of worship, and clearly adopted its
organizational structure. So close were the two socic-
ties 4n Som that indtially the Sat Sabha was taken to
bo o branch of the Brahmo Semaj.l? Besides organizational
tachniques the Sat Sadbha bormowed most of its $deological
orientstion from the Bralm Samaj. It too was eclectic
and thaistic and in later years came 0 be criticised Sor
its willingness to bormw from Christienity. 20

Movements for social reform grew both £rom the
ocontext of British rule and were also sponsxed by British
adninistrators, particularly during the 1850's and 1860's.
The detammination of the new govarmment to suppross
infanticide led %o a gencralized attack and wlole series
of marriago, customs, including the dowxy system, eleho-~
rato rituals, large wadding parties and lavish rewards
to those who performed the marrciage ceremonies, British
officials attempted to achieve reforms through pressure
on the aristocrats as the "natural lecaders® of aocaetya

19, w‘l Pe 12,

20. S. ssggga Hiatozy of Pralio Szmai, Vol. II,
PPe .

21, S.M. ilatig, m. PPe 600608,
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Covermental actisns also delinated ames of social customs
that became appioved targets for later refommers whnse
motivations stemmed firom changes within themselves and
their communities, Gradually, leadership shifted £rom

the government and i{ts saristocretic clients to the rewly
educated, £irst the Pengelis and afterward the Punjabis.

In 1865, Dr. G.W. leitner founded the Anjuman~i-
Punjad, the most successful of Eumipean-led efforts to
influence Punjebi opinion. Dr. lzitner had reached
Lahore the previous year t take the position of the
Principal in the newly oxganized Govermment Colliege. He
arrived as 8 recognized scholar of Oriental languages and
Litarature, with a reputation in England and Bumpe. Dr.
lettner fmmediately begsn to express his views on indigi-
neous. vernacular and classical education, their intrinsic
warth and the need fortheir revival. The Anjunan, under
his leadership, moved to reform educational policy in four
Atrections 1 (1) the esteblishment of the University of the
Punjad, (2 the revival of Arsbic and Sanskrit leaming,
(3) the introduction of European sciencas to the general
population thmough eQucation in the Veracular languages
and (4) reising the standards of English education,??

22, Joachim H. Stockquelev, .e.wmm.&usa.m
lakours of Do.. Gaba leitngar (Brighton, 1875 ,pp.i0-11.
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isitner's campaicn found sympathetic support from
Punjabli aristocrats eni some members of the western educa-
ted comnunity. The Anjuman, with its meetings, reading
room and lectures, soon became a powerful wice in the
Incal and provincial agffairs, as Dr. leitner's owm
influence expanded. In 1870, the sociaety began
publidishing aAkhbax-i-Anjuman.i-Punjed, an Urdu monthly
uhich added an English addition in 1881, During the
Jata sixties and eerly seventies the Anjuman and Ieitner
remained at the center of educationsl and cultursl
developmonts, but toward the end of 1870's a qulg
appearsd botwaen leitner, with his insistence on ‘Orien-
talt learning and the rising Punjsbi elite, wln demanded
expansion of English education, In the last Quarter of
nineteenth century, in Punjedb, each individial, depending
upon his social ststus, past associations, kinship ties,
aducational exposure, religious identity, was fxee to

participate, contribute and draw from diverse ideologics
of the Punjad associations, both orthodx and reformist,

Bven bafore Bhal Vir Singh was a yeer-old child, the
1cading Sikh jegirdars, Thakur Singh Sandhenwalia, S4&r
Babs Khem Singh Bedi, Bikream Singh of the Kepurthala
royal family, aligned with traditional sikh intellec-
tuals, Gyoni Gyan Singh, Avtar Singh Vihiris, Bhai
gur Singh, Bhai Agya Singh to found ths Singh Sebha,
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the most enduring socio-roligious reform movement of the
Sikhe.%® Among the founders of the new orgenization were
Bhai vir Singh's father, Charan Singh and his maternal
grand-father Gyani Razara Singh. They had assembled
togother to persusds four Sikh students of the Amritsar

liasion Sclwol, ot to accept Christiasnity. They felt
that this threatened conversion was symptomatic of what
was in store for Sikh religions

"An English newspaper writes that the Christian
£aith is making rapid progress and makes the
prophecy that, within the next twenty-five years,
one third of the Majha area would be Christian,
The Malwa will follow suit, Just as we & mt
see any Buddhists {n the oountry except 4n
imaces, 4n the same fashion, the Sikhs, wiho
are now, here and thore, visible in their
turbans and their other religious forms 1ike
steel brucelets and swords, will be seen only
in pictures in the mugeuns. Their own eonz and
grandsons turning Christisns and clad in ooats
and trousexrs and supporting mushroom like
caps, will go to see them in museuns and say
in their pidgin Punjabi, look, this is the

" picture of a S4kh ~ the egg: m::ﬁ;%m?e
this ¢ once upon & o ]
e ity o fool end will pIVe 850
Christienity are le an pmve -
tive like a leper without hands and feot
trying to aave a oy from fa2lling off a
oftop®. 4

28, 3ngh.Sadbhy Amritsar, Miyem,(Anritsar 1890),pp.1-3.

24. W‘ fahore, Mey 25, 1894.
(Txans ) the'Punjabl). Quoted in
Harbens Singh, Ehai Vig singh, p. 15.
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To forestall any impending threats to Sikh religion
and pmovide its adherents with a model to emulate,the
intellectusls assembled at Amritsar adopted a programme,
which sought ¢ (1) mestore Sikhism to its pristine purity,
(1) edit and publish historical and roligious books,
(111 pmpogate current knowledge using Punjabdbi as the
mediun ani to start magszines and newspapers in Punjsbi,
(iv)} refoxm and dring back to Sikh faith the spostates:
{v) interest the highly placed Englishmen 4n and ensure
their sssociation with the educational pmograme of the
54khs, 25

In founding the Anritser Singh Sabha, the traditional
intellactuals had three major aims. First the new organiza-
tion would ensure the contimuity of their earlier jeader-
ship and social privileges. Second, it wuld strive ¢o
onsure tho stability of the culture vhich they representod
as intellectuals and also detemins the form 4in which the
naw social influences were to e assimilated, For this
purpose the Amritsar Singh Sabha founded Gurmukhi news-
papers, published numerous tracts, set up schools and

initiated theological discussions. Thizd, the Singh
Sabha which was poised to be 8 Sikh erxgenization par

25. :ngjn; Singh, (Amritsar, 1974,
nt), PPs &7~
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axcellence, would help its promoters in being accepted as
the lsaders of all Sikhs. Such @& remnmgnition in turn
would serve as 8 mwady made credential for the coloniml

state, which was willing to dole out patronage to all
acoopted lsaders, wkv would help in governing the local
society. Az recognised leedexs, the founders of the
anritasr Singh Sabhs, could parley between the Sikhe and
the Raj and for their mile of medistors claim advantaces
£rom oth, Sikhs and the rnew adninistration.

Vir Singh wvas to be the pmpheﬁ:. wio would meke 4t
his life’s embition to procleim and implement the Singh
gSabha's programme, He and the Singh Sabha natured
togathnr. Each sustained the other. Both togother
wexe to lesve no doubts regerding what it was @ de 2
S4kh? And How to de a Sikh? These were two questions
vhich vexed innumerable Punjabis, mot mezely those who
sought to adhere to the faith it even the Punjebi
Hindus and Muslims.

For Bhai Vir Singh the amnswers were sworked out by
his femily gensalogy, early educaticn, the dominant
influences of hic grand fathers, his father and espe~
cally the Singh Sebha. The mots of Vir Singh's family”®

26, For Bhai Vir Sinch's family histoxy see Dr. Balbir
Singh, &;L@ara*r__g.nha Visthay, Vol. X, Part I
{anritser, 1964).
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oo dack to early eighteanth century, ¢o one Kaura Mal, vio
wa3 & major figure in Punjadb during €2 turbulent reion of
Mis Mamu. He 1s gemembered and revered in the Sikh tradi-
tion, for having wrked out 8 concilation botween the Islamic
ralexs and the S&khs. Since the time of Kaura Mal the family
iived at Multan, on its pexwonal estate, & plece known as

the Garh Maohareja or the Mahsraja's fort. Here the fanily
worked out its vaccilating fortunes, till the time of Kahn
Singh, uwld was sixth in line of Gescent fiom Kaura Mal and
who, at the age of fourteen, ran away fxom the ancestral
ogtate. He was t work out & fresh elan for the family,

After incessant wvanderings, which took him to Amxitsar,
Hardwar and mumerous other pleces of pilgrimege ané lsarming,
he ultimately returnced to Amritsar. iere he set up a Ders,
practiced Ayurvada, transcribed Senskrit memuscripts and
vwote poetry in Brah Bhasha, Kahn S4ingh laid the SHunda-
tion, on vhose heritage, his grehad son, Vir S8ingh, was ¢
sustain himself,?

vVir Singh's maternal grand father, with whom the child
spent nost of his youngex years, was @ highly ecclaimed
sciolar. He assisted the British civil servant, M.A.
Maculiffe, to writs hic classic six wolune history of the

27. Zpid.
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S4ikhs. An inspector of schools, Hazaras Singh spent his time
in translating works from Uréu into Punjabi, writing commen-
taries on sikh scriptures and educating his grandson Bhai
vir Singh,.

vir Singh's father, Charan Singh, was the extra-

ordinsry intommediaxy, wio through his own learning and
vision helped his son to 4dmbibe the family tradition and
prepared him for the ordeals of the future,?® Cheran Singh
was & polycot, with command over Braj, Persian, Punjebd,
Uxdu and had & working kmwledge of English. Besides

composing poetry in Braj Bhashs, he translated Kalidasa's
sakuntale into Punjadbi, authored a work on musical rages,

amther one on Sikh scriptures and alsc wrote dialoctic
pieces in Punjebi prose.

charean Singh took & keen interest &n the upbrinaing
of his eldant child, Vir Singh. As a young oy he was nmade
o learn Persian and Uréu foom a Muslim maulvi. The services
of 8 traditional Sikh sclnlar, Hardbhajen Singh, were utilized
to teach him Sanskrit and Punjabi. A Panda taught him
commercial acoountancy. By the time he was eight years
0ld, VAir Sinch had £inished reading the Sikh oly Mook,
the Guru Granth,

280 Dtc Balbﬂr Sw‘ 3 & Vol.o I’
Part IX (amritsar, 1964), pp.3-74.
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Soon after his education at home, Vir Singh jodmed
the Christian Mission Sclhool in Amritsar., Here was was to
pass his middle and matriculation examinations. In the
latter he topped in the wlvle of the Amritsar District,

a feat which eazrnsd him & Gold Medal., On leaving the
sclhool, the principal Rev. Donald J. Mckenzie, handed him
a testimoniel, which said: “During the time he was with
us, e vas alvays one of the axenplary boys of his claas
and it is with the gpeatest pleasure and oconfidence that
Y give him this certificute of ovod oonduct. He 48 2
gtrictly mnest and upright lad, comes £rom a good family,
and gives evidence of usefulness in this world, I trust
ghat God's blessings will follow him in all he does®.%’

on leaving school, Bhal Vir Sinch had ample
credentials -~ 8 good education, family connections and a
sharp fntellect - to gtake a cleim for a job in the
Govermment. He surprised everyone when he refuged the
offer of the post of a Tehsildar. 1Instead, in 1892, he
ventured ¢o set up a printing press and & sods-water
plant in Amritsar. ext year, e lasunched the Khalga
Tract Socicty wlvse aims were sat up in the epigram
published on each of its tracts: "Religion 4s the roblest

29, Mohan Singh, Gugrykb Jiwab, Pe S6.
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of all things:; mobler gtill is the prsaching of Religion',
This epigrem was to inspire Vir Singh a2ll his life. e

wyas Gestined & act above 3ll as 28 preacher of the Sékh
reidgion.

His £irst step in thiz dixection vas the writing
and editing of tracts under the auspioes of the Khalsa
?Tract Soclety. Hritten in simple pmse and cheaply priced,
thay wore distributed all over Punjab, The zubjects éGeeslt
4n thege tracts ranged from a critique of current fashions
to the stete of Sikh mligion, Other Lssues «which found
space were commentaries on Sikh scriptures, bicgrsphies
of Sikh Gurus, the need fSor dsveloping Punjzbi lenguace,
the Impact of Chrigtisnity end defence of indigincous
culture., all these themes and meny more found 2 pover-
€ul veice in the Xhalga Ssmachar, a Punjabi newspaper
get up by Bhai Vir Singh in 1699,

Aftar the tracts and the newspeper, Bhal Vir
Singh experimented with all the genres in whica e wimote:
poatry, mowel, exegesis, blography and essays. Fatured
by these experiments, in 1905, he wrote the £irst Punjebil
epic, Bana Suxat Singh, a work of cver twelve thousand
1ines 4in dlenk verse.

This was Sollowad by a play. Rais Lokhdata S{nch
4n 1910, the first oi its kind in Punjcbi. A decade
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later cane a8 sexies of poetical uorke : Trel Typke (Dew
Dmps), lohran do Hap (Wreeths of tie waves), Biilien &
Hep (Wrxeaths of the Lightening), and Mghak Hulawe, an
anthology of poems exclusively on the secenes and sites of
tte volley of Kashmir. In 1933 vas pudblished Xambdd Kala$
(virist Atrendle), a2 collection of songs in tonour of the

Sikh Gurus,

simultancously, along with his poetry, Bhag Vir
8ingh busied himself in commenting, €diting and writing
about Sikh scriptures, history and philosophy. Bach work
took him years to complete; when findsted {t stood
urparalleled fr the research which went intc it, and
till tnday each one renks zs the most autlnritative, 4n
tha £1614 of S$1kh thenlogy.

The £iret of these worke was published in 1906
under the title Pa pa): bedng 8 detalled
exegesis of selection from Sikh scriptures. This was
followed in 1912 by an edited version of Sikhen @
phagsat Mals, & Punjabi work by Bhai Mani Singh, one of
the major disciples of Guru Gobind Singh. In the same
gories Bhai V4r Singh published edited vexsions of

Rattan Singh Ehangu's Ezachin Panth Prakssh and Ehai
Santokh Sinch's QUL Pratep Suraj cxanth. The latter
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work, comprising fourtean wlumes took nine years ¢ complete
and is today used as the besic manual to expound en the Sikh
history and religion. These wozks were complinmented dy the
bingraphiss of the two Sikh Gurus, Nanak and Cobind Singh,
published in poetical fomn under the titles of Sgf cury
Janak Chamatkar and §xi _ 23 Vir Singh's
four movels wers published between 1698 and 1921, The

£izst one Sundari was publishod 4in 1898, this was

followed by Bilay Singh 4n 1899 and the mext year he

wrote Satwant Xsur. His last movel Baba Msudh Sinch was
serialized from 1917 ¢ 1921 and came out in a series of

64 tracts (See Appendix 1),

Thease works did't exhaust Bhai Vir Singh's
genius. His scholarly genius was matcehed by his orgeni-
zational skill. One of the HHunding fathers of the
chicf Xhalsa Divan, he was the inspiration behind the
Central Khalsa Orxphanage at Amritsar (1804),the Sooxma
S4ngh Ashram (1985), a lhome Sor the blind, and o free
Homoeopathic lnspital, set up on the premises of the
Chief Khalsa Diwan in 1943. Also he was instrumental
in setting up the Sikh Educationsl Committee and the
Punjab and Sindh Bank,°

30. Ganda Singh, "Bhai Vir Singh &nd his Times®,
, Vole VI, tb.12, October,
1972, Ppe 256=57.



Bhai vir Singh published his €£irst and most well
kmown ovel, supndars in 1698, this was fnllowed by Bifay
sinch in 1899 and 4in 1900 his own press published Satwmnt
Kayr. Botween the age of twenty-five and twenty-eight e
wots three mvels, which were firxst of their genre 4in
Punjabi. In the preface to Bifay Singh he wrote: "At
present there is no time for a detatled historicsl
research, the gamuunity‘’s need na &
Moooao.l (Emphagis added). Why was the community's
eed most pressing and urgent? Why was Bhai Vir Singh
in a trerendus hurry %o write these mwwels? Why &des
ne writes "The community is faced with s very aifficult
pitustionsss«”® What was this *difficult situstion'? If
we oould understand this *'difficult situation’, 4t may

explain why with an amazing alacrity he published threo
ovels in three years.

These three years of the last century vwere a
climax of an uneasy Sikh quest for a jeltangchanung s

1. Dhat Sehib Doctor Vir Sinch J1, Bilay Sinab,
Amgpitsar, 1970). Pe 5S¢

2¢ MOO Peo m
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a pmeeas which had institutionally dbegun with the founda-
tion of the Amritsar Singh Sabhe &n 1873, The &ctrinos
of Sikhism, as expounded by the Sikh Gurus, had long been
sorgotten and had dbecome a dead txadition, ALl that the
sikh Gurus had preached against caste system, dfsorimi-
nation against women, religious supergtition, idesl
worship ~ had become a part and parcel of Sixh otthodoxy.s
The Sikhs were uncble to interpret their own scriptures,
baliafs and customs. From a position of dominance,

albeit thooretical due to the sovereign being a Sikh,
under British rule they found themselves at parity with
others. In 1881 a bure six per cent of the Punjabi popu-
lation they wexe a mimrity, compared to fifty-two pex
cent Musliims and thircty eight per cent Hindus.

e newly formed Amritsar S4ngh Sabhe was of ot
much help. Started by traditional intellectuals the
anglicized among the Sikhs initially weloomed the idea

of the Singh Sabhe and saw in it the possible fulfil-
mont of thedir own dreams. Xn less than a Gecade they
realized that left to the traditionsl imtellectusls,

the Singh Ssbha had become an organ ¢ further their own
dnterests. Its leaders mdée moughshod over all the

8 Por a awaued backqmund see Harbans Singh, The
* Heritac : s (Dolhi, 1964), pp.138-1647.
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aspirations of the embryonic miédle class.® The leaders
of the Amritsar Sinch Sabha were conscious of the privileged
position they enjoyed in the Punjabi society and they
earnestly sought to confim f{t. Baba S4ir Khem Singh Bodi
wantad to be regarded as the spiritual suthority of the
84khs and he used to sit on a specisl Gudels (cushion) 4n
the pregence of the Adi-Grapth, which a few thought was
sacrilege and was ot sanctioned in the egalitarion parxa-
adgn of Sikhism.5 The leaders of the Amritsar Sinch Sobha
vere unwilling to oblitorate caste inequelities. Its
i6ologias condemned other Singh Sedhas for encouraging

low caste Sikhs, Mazhdbis, end giving them access to the
temples.® In the swmer of 1900, Colonel Jawala Singh,

the Govermnent appointed Maneger of the Golden Temple and
a President of the Amritsar Singh Sabha, oxrdared the arrest
cf half & dozan Rehtia S4khs, when they visited the Sikh
shrine. Those ulo sccompanied them were sbused and

Se ZDAGe PP Swbe

6. Jawala Singh, Prathens Patay (Amritser, 1897),
PPe 16,
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£inally beaten up. For futuxe an order was issued that
anyone, “knouwn to be friendly disposed towards the Rahties
should rot ke allowed to enter the precincts of the Darbar
sshib*.”

Ideologically the Amritsar Singh Sabha accepted

the existing social freme-work of the Punjadbi society.

its leadership spurned the Tat-Khalsa's eggressive efforts
to spell out dAistinct rites and rituals for the Sikha. They
continued to adhers to the Brammanical rites for the
ceremonies of birth, marriage, death and other suspicious
days. Colonel Jawala Singh on xeceiving a title from the
goverment organized & Hayen 4in Amritsar. A newspaper
weported on the festivitics: "In the open space in front
of the Tekhat Akel Bung®2, a party of Hindus, long-haired
Hindus and & fow Sikhs wes soated. In the middle there
was a Kkund and a sleek skinned Brahmin performed mm“.e
The Amritsar Singh Sebha's ideology was closely sligned

to mass-culture. Its lecaders as traditionesl intelled-
tusls readily appreciated the elements of such a culture,
Just like the majority of other Sikhs -« they sanctionad
4601worship’, believed in the efficacy of chemms,

7. e _Khalgs, June 27, 1900, p.3,.
8. 2he Khalss, June 20, 1800, peSe
9, For the Amritsar Singh Sebha's approvel of idol-worship

sae Avtar Singh Vihiris, Gurdaraban Shastay (Amritcar,
1916), pp.12-13.
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anultes, divine incantations and accepted tie need to wor-
ship saints, especially the descendants of Sikh Gurus.O
For the Amritsar Singh Sedbha thore was mo contradiction
between the Sikh doctrines of monothe2dsm and tle current
polythedism, Impezvians to the newly imperted ideologies,
all thoge vwho profesced to be iconoclasts vere suspecte.

After twanty-seaven years of the Sinch Sabhats
activities a Sikh newspeper commented: "Heve not our
people (sikhs) relapsed into idolatory? Are mt they
seen worshipping hideous imagas of Hindu gods? Still
more hoxrible s the fact that they are allowed 4in the
precincts of the temple, which every Sikh holds dear to
hime Are mot our people seen worshipping satis, Seetla,
Bhasron, Sekhi Sarvar, and C. Awe rot our people sunk
grossly fin Mantras and Jantras and similar beliefs? Are
ot many of us worshipping the sun and moon, the earth
and the sky, the air, water and £ire? Arze we mt wor-
shipping the Dharamraj and Pittres and meking offerings
to them? And pi€ lable large portion of our people
are loosing all iGoes of independant individuslity, look
upon ¢hzir sacred books &8s a conmentary or translation

10. This is explicitly stated by Avw szngh in o of
h’.B m’or mm‘ < AL O L:,’..‘.L (tﬂm 2,
1894), ppe 0-25; and Kpals Thar 4 A
1898) r) w. 25"57.
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of the books that teach element worship, idolatory, Meontras
and Jantras and amultes and tranzcend other practices and

beliefs of am@s...c...‘;l

The week reformism among the Sikhs was accempanied
by the Arya Samajist's contention that Sikhs were Hindus
and tiey sought to establish thedr claim by reconverting
8ikhs tihuough Shuddhd campaigns. The Hindus and the Sikhs
in the FPunjad had a haanonious relationship defore the
Azya Semoj, Gue to the socio-econcmic conditions genersted
by the colonial zule in the Punjad, began its aggressive
career. Though N.G. Barrier, would 1fike to make & casge
for communal tension &n the Punjadb much beforxre the advent
of the British rule*?, there s smple evidence which
shows that the relations tetween the two communities were
of & cordiml nature, They had common religious festivals,
pralmin priests presided over the life-cycle ceremonies
4n the Sikh families, both frequented the religious
shrines of each other and had common superstitions and
and dleties. Inter-dinning and Antermarriage was practiced

11, The Kalss, February, 21, 1900, pe 7.

12. N.G. Bairxisr, *Punjad Folitics and Disturbdbances
of 1907%, $h.D. thesis, University of buke, 1966,
pe 77 also see, "The Punjab Government and
Commnunal Politics", s
VOole XXVIXIX, 1968, BDs 3, DPPe 528-39.
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without any questioning. Prakasgh Tandon, 8 Punjabl Hindu
writes 4n his autobliogrophy: "We and the Stkhs had same
castes and customz, end they were always membexs of ouxr
botherhood ~ bifaderis. 2In the villages we lived
togather and celobrated the same fostivals .. After all,
we and the Sfkhs stemmad from the same stocky most Hindug
had S4¢kh relations and inter-marriage was commen, In
our own fanily my elder brother married a girl who woas

e Sikh on her fether's side, but & Hindu on hexr
rpthertel, 38

In carly 1870'% the Sikhs joired the Hindus &n
welooming Swami Dayanand's visit to Lahore because of v
Swami's enphasis on unity of Gody removal of caste dis-
tinction and fconoclasm.d¢ The site closen for Swemi's
€irot lecture was & S4kh temple, Gurudwara Dera Sahib.
Bhai Jawahir Singh, Giani Dit Singh and Bhai Mays
singh were emong the enthusiastic supporters of Arys
gSemaje Bhai Jawahir Singh was elected the £irst Vice-
Prezidant ¢f the Semej in Punjabe.

13. Prakash Tandon, Runishi gantury (london, 1961),
PP 10-11.

14. Bhagat lekstmen Singh, W’ Ganda
singh ed. (Calcuttas, 1966), p. S8.
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Ag Sweami Dayanand toured the Punjzb and his writings
became available to the people, a theologicel antaconism
took shape botween his Sollowers and the Sikhs.’® In his
hook, the Satvarth Pagkash, the Swami had laid emphesis
on the supromacy of the Vedas and had criticised the
foundars of Sikhism, Christienity end Islem.’® I» collea
Guru Nansk a Dby (Hypocorite) and also under-rated the
other Sikh Gurus as men of little learning. Dsyeonend
passed sane contemptous remarks against the Sikh t!eola%;ws
gien for thoir mot possessing the kmowledge of Sanskrit, 17
Such vitrolic remarks on Sikh Gurus infurated the Sikhas,
vho joined the Muslims and Christians in demanding the
panning of the Satvarth Parkash. Even though the book
was banmed, the trxouble did not come to an end. It wes

¢he beginning of an extremely bitter theological d&ebdate,
which gapidly took a new direction.

starting in 1885 Arys Samajist mwspapexrs and
publicists questionad the originality of Sikhism and argued
that the Sikh doctrines were borrowad f£rom the Vedas as

anﬂa stn ‘The oug&ne of Hindu-S5ikh tension in the
15 G e Vol. XXIIV, April
1961, pp. 24«23,

16. Swami Dayanand, an:x?nn.mvsgm Durga Prasad's
'Engltsh t¥an31‘c‘on. lahore, 1904), PP« 492y 539,

17. i+, PP.162-63,
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aleo S4kh rites and cercronies. Incensed the S4kh journa-
ists and pamphleteers sought to xepudiate such claims,}8
This debate was to go on till 1920, when the strong currents
of nationelism suspended many of the earlier debates. Due
to the colonial nature of the Punjad eoconomy, there occurred
a disjunction between agriculturs and the commercial-
industrial sector.’’ The Hindu commercisl cestas - Khatris,
end Baniyas ~ found their advancement, in whichever direction
they went, constrained and blocked.lndexr the Punjad land
Alienation Act (1900), they were prevented from investing
their suzplus cepital in land. Investing in industry was
ot pihfitable and neither di4 the govermment seek to
promote industriasl venturass. Under lLisutinantGovernor,
Janes Lyell (1887+92), the adninistration consciously ~nd
actively pursued & policy of discrimination ageinst Hindus
in goverment employments The solution for socio-economic
£rustrations was sought in the ideoloqy of Swemi Deyonand
and the organization of the Arys Samrj. The Samej in

18. For an extensive revisw of this dabate see Kenmeth
We Jones, “Ham Hindu Nehin: Axye-Sikh relations,

1887-1905%, pgmamm. Vol. XXXII,
m. a' MY‘ 9 8. pp' 457-4750

amiya Babchi, “Reflections on patters of Regionel
i9. gmgw:h 4n India auring the period of British rule®,
mimeographed (Calcutta, 1976).
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oxder to protect the interests of its adherents increasingly
adopted &n asggressive posture, which was to have unfortunate
consaquences in the twentioth century. %The Ammy Samaj
militancy, in milation to other comunities, resched new
reights, with the Sthwddhd campaign, which asimed at
conversion ¢to Hinduism of Muslime, Sikhe and Christians,
who had once bheen Hindus and had deen converted to other
xeuq!ons.” In spite of Sikh doctrines :;é&mjecemn
of caste hierarchy, its ademrents were as caste conscious

as any other Punjabi, The restructuring of Punjabi
society and creation of a new opportunity structure
during the British rej made the lower castes aspire for
a higher social status.z" The Rahties, who were
traditionslly oonsidered outcastes by the Sikhs, asked

for Axye Samajdst help 4in purifying them, For the
militant Arxya Seam=jists this was a god-sent opportunity

and they immediately set out to pexform a purifying

ceramony in lLahore. 22 On the fateful day, “when the

20, J.TFe JoXdens, “"Reconversion to Hinduiem, the
Shuddhi of e Azya Sama j" in J.A. 04&dle,

(New Delhy, 1977),
PP 464061,

aeoctcloicalsum see Ethre K. Marenco,
21, For & o9 in Society(few Dolnd, 1976)

22, For a Gatajled acoount by & contamporary See
Bhaget lLakshman Singh, QRs Si%as pp.lsl-sa.
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time of {nitiation of the Rahtia Sikhs came, they were
seated on 8 pulpit and their heads were shaven by half
a domen barbers defore handreds of the multitude that
had asserdled to witnoss the performance. A sprinkling
of Sikhs was also present bdut insult done to thedr
feelings in such & public fashion drove them mad and
they withdrow f£om the scene®.2® This incident wounded
the Sikh suceptidbilities and led them to retsliste and
condemn the Arye Semajists. Bhagat lakshman Singh, a
popular leader of the Sikls in lalore, daclared 4n a
heavily attended public meeting s “If men of light and
load in the ranks of the Arya Samaj did mot mend their
vays, they must be prepared for the xetaliationary
mossures £rom @ community which knew how to punish®,

Even beforc the Sikhs could have xespite from ome
exagporating controversy, they were engulfed in amother,
the Dya)l Singh Majithis Will case. Dysl Singh wes sn
extremely wealthy aristocrat with Bralmo Semajist lean-
m,zs on his death he bequeathsd his property to the

23« W. July 6, 1900, pp. 8~4.
24. Bhaget Lakshman S4ingh, M'O Pe 162,

25. For bio hical details, see Shodbhane Ramkumar,

2 Dyal s:.g:gp Majithia (1345-1898) *, unpublished
M.A, Gissartation, Punjedbi University, Patisla,
1974.
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Dyal Singh Trust, which was dominated by Brahmo Semajists.
His wife and & oousin appealed eageingt the wWill, on tie
plea that Dyel Singh was a Stkh and the *Hindu law' under
which he had instituted a trust canmnot apply ¢to him, The
lalore High Court's vexdit that, *"the Sikhs are, at sll
evente, at the present time, rogarded only as a se€lof
Hindus®, ¥ wes a public huniitation for the Sikhs. Sikh
loaders with all their emdition challenged the High
Courts verdict. Kahn Singh Nabha emphatically declared
4n a pamphlets Hem Hindu Jhhig.?® (ve are not Hinaus).
The Arya Samajists were umwiliing to grant this status

to the Sikhs and thay raised the chorus s S84ikhs BHindy
Hatn.2® (Sikhe are Hindus).

TThe intppduction of local governmment in 1881 further
created an arena for cormunal competition. Punjabdbis

26 Bha t lakshman Singh, *Singh Sabhs ILehir Mal Kuch
* Vors Senbandh®, Darva, Vol. III, M. 6 {(June,
19@3)0 PP 4 2"520
7. Zhe Khalse, Jure 6, 1500,

« Kehn Singh, Han Hindu Mahin, (Amritsar, 1899). The
Case for Sikh separateness was further argued at

this time by Jodh Singh, (ralozre, 1500)
and Naurang Singh, Laloxe, 1905 .

29, See lale Thakur Das, Sikh Hindy Hain (Hoshiarpur,
1899) and Bawa Narain Singh, S
{(Amritsar, 1699) .
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fought for the contml of rew structures as Hindus, Sikhs,
and Muslins, instead of orgonicing themselves on caste or
class basis. The religious consciousness of the people
wvas consolidated by the colonial administration, which
for purposes of employment, education, representation,
social dbenefits, and in order ¢ stall the process of a
nation~-in-the-making dealt with the local population on
basis of religlon or caste. In 1882, the lfndus of
Laloxe, spurped by the contemporary social circumstances,
founded the lalore Hindu Sabha. 1led by Rajs Harbans
Singh, the Sabha sought to protect Hindu interests by

1. Adoption of moasures calculsted to promote and
enhaence bmtherly foelings among the different goctions
of the Hindu community and to effect the removal of

tlose obetacles which stand in the way of their uniony
Ii. Advocacy of political rights and privileges of the
Hindy cormaunity at large by constitutionel meansy IIX.
The establishment of sclools for education of Hindu
chiliéren and arrangement of Hindd, the vemmacular of

the countxy”.®

The stunted and fragnentary development of capitaldam
had crushed in the embryo the emergence of forces of
production, which could generate the conditiors for tie

80. Rosereration of Axva varks, Decomber 1., 1883, DPaSe
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breakdown of the narrow peméhisl links and reqgionsl or
community consciousness. ™“Into this liesurely sndustrae
1ism, the pre-industrisl institutions could settle
rolatively easily".5! The extreme unoveness of development
aong different communities tended to create antagonism
among theme among the Hindus, those wio had been able to
secume for themselves a strong position of dominance in
education, professions, commercial entezprise and industry,
there was understandably o willingness to sacrifice their
interasts for the uplifument of the Sikhs or Muslims or
aven the Hindus wlo had rot made it to the top. By the
mid-1600%s, the Hindu commercial and priestly castes

stood supreme in occupations demanding education, partie
cualarly English education. They occupied over 80 per

cent of the "superior sppointments® in goveranent service
and dominated as well the pwfassions of western medicine,
engineerxing and lew. In 1885, out of 48 first-class
plaaders, Hindus acoounted for 9, Muslims 4, and

Bengalis 77 within the 160 sacond-dass pleaders, 129

ware Hindus, 20 Muslims end 4 Bongalis.®? Among the

67 Assistant Surgeons employed by the British there were
52 Hindus and § Muslifms,3®

81. Satish Seborxwal, "Indisn Urbanism, A Socio-listorical
Parspective®, contridbutions to IndiznSocioloqy,
v010 II, bbt I. 19770

32, N.G. Barnier, "Punjab Politics and the Disturbances
of 1907"ppe. 17-18.

88« Jhide, D+18¢
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The Sikhs as agriculturists, with their population
concentrated in rural arsas, found it Ai€ficult to scquire
the so-called westem education, which deterxmined the patte
orns of employment a8s woll as the development of an urban
professional class. The Census Report of 1881 daclareds
*he Stkho are the most uneducated class in the Punjab®.
The acquisition of hicher education in English, required
a lengihy stay in a town, for which the Sikhs were fil-
oquipped. Principal Nirinjan Singh writes in his auto-
biography 31"It was rare that 8 Sikh passed an M.A.
Examination®.3¢ Bhai Jewehir Sinoh as Sccretary of the
Khalsa College deputation, vhich awaited upon the
raharaje of Patiale for finonciel assistance, remarkeds
“In peace times, the Sikhs mostly sre land cultivators
and artisans - poor men $Hr the most part - and the light
of western education and civilization has not reached
them in thedir remote and ignorant villeges. It is owing
hovever ¢ no want of energy on the pazxt of the Sikhs,
that they have feailed to take advantage of these institu-
tions, as may be seen fzom their xeadiness to join Board
and indigincous schools near their homes: but partly

pocause of their traditional surroundings (mainly

34. Pr&x‘ig’tpal Nirinjan Singh, giwen Pikss, (Delhi, 1970},
PP
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agricultursl) and partly decause of poverty, Sikh boys
have found hitherto little opportunity for joining the

largar schools and colleges. Zhg yoault da that thepe

(Italics my own). By the time the Sikhs starxted
competing with other gooups to scquire education, the
oconstraints of the oclonial economy chacked their
gbsoption into profossions or buresucracy.

The third dimension, to which Bhai VAir Singh
refere 88 the "difficult situation® faced by the comnite
nity was tho simultarcous spread of the Gospel and the
Raj.%6 Christisnity had been well integrated with the
British expansionism, with the result that the Christian
miasionaries gpread into the Punjad 4in the wake of the
British conquest. In this they recelved full encourage-
ment f£rom the government. N antagenism of purpose vag
seen to exist dbetween the spiritusl gals of the missionary
and the social ¢oals of the govermmert, In fact, this
unity of purpose was to bo taken 8s one of the distingui-
shing characteristics of the £irst half century of British
rule in the Punjabs quite different from the earxly history
of Bengal, Madres and Bombay.

8%. Bhai Jawahirx 81&91! © W. Bell, dated 15 Sept.. 1go0
4n Sunder Singh Majithie'’s private pepers, In hru
Mermorizl Muscum and Library, Wamafter NefleMel.
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In the Punjab, British rule $vllowed on the heels of
military conquest and was adninistered by self-confident
men of 8 vigorous faith, detemmined to make the cazeer of
the empire conform o the standards of Christian civiliza-
tions Advances in now territories were encouraged by, often

partly £inanced by, and always protected by govermment
offsiclals. The mission sclnol was the instrument into
wvhich private and pudlic resoirces were put in order to
achiove evangelical gpals. The most effective option
avalledle to the autlnrities was the transfer of govern-
mont sclvols to missionary control. Over a periné o€
83 yoars the govermment took such action with respect ¢to
atleast 15 educational institutions, some of them high
schools st dmportant district heedaquerters.®!

An unprecedentad public demonstration of govermment
cooperation in pmmoting Christianity was the Punjab
Missionary Conference at lohorxe in 1862. Mcleod, the
President of the Corference, win in a short-time was to
be ths Lisutinent-Govermr of Punjad, daclareds "If the
pible be the wozd of God and the books revered by the
Hindu and the Mohammedan contain were febles, then it
must have been intended that the Christian rule prepare
the wey for the spread of the G‘oapel".ae

87 B¢ W06, QR Cites Po 187,
88. m.. Pe 139,
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bw successfulythe Christian rule prepared the way

foxr the spread of the Gospel is evident &n the repid spread
of Christian Mission stations in the Punjaeb, The Presby-
terians were the £irst 4n Punjeb, with stations at ludhianes,
1834s Sahrampur, 1835; Sabathu, 18363 Jullundur, 1846;
letore, 1848; Ambala City, 18487 Ambasla Cantonment, 1850;
Rawalpindi, 1856; Kepurthala, 1860; Hoshiarpur, 1867;
Pexozepur, 18697 Rupar, 1890; Khanna, 1894; Phillaur, 1697;
Kasur, 1900. The Christian Missionary Society of England
opened work at Simla and Katgarh in 1840y Amritsar, 1850;

Peshawar, 18533 Kangre, 18542 Batals, 16878 Tarantarxan,
1885, 7The United Presbyterians commenced their work at
Siclkot 4dn 1855, Rawalpindi, 1856y Gujramwala, 1868¢
Guxdaspur, 1872y Jhelum, 18767 Patharkot, 1880y Lyallpur,
1695 and Sargoda, 1905,%°

Quite often Christian missionaries presented mis-
lcading interpretations of Sikh scriptures to prove the
supremacy of their own faith. According to them "Sri
Askat Jagat ke Isa®, & line in the Dasem Granth, a Sikh
holy scripture, meant that the Sikh Guru's acknowledged
the supremacy of Christ in this wrld. % at this time

89« CoH. loehlin, "History of Christianity in the Punjszb®,
in the . Vol. V1, Part X7
April, 1973, ppe. 476~ 99.

40. ihalas Akhbar, September, 1900
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Pandit Walji, a Christian convert, wmote a pamphlet,

ghe Bibig®, in which he attempted to prove that Sikhism
had mothing new % offer snd Guru Nanak was influenced
by Christisnity and that some of the Sikh doctrines
were bozrowed from the Bible.

The challenge of Christian proselytization alammed
the Sikhs, while ths conversions of Meharaja Duleep Singh
and the myal fanily of Kopurthala were atill rankling in
the ninds of the Sikhs, the growing success of Christian
miasionaries in their evangelical work posed a major
threat. The work of the missionaries wes ewarded with

the conversion of men like Daud Sinch, whn beceme &
great chanpion of Christianity and Kesar Singh, a Sikh
priest, wlo became an active worker in the proselytizing
campeigns of the missioneriss. By 1881, christian con-
verts in Punjadb numkered 3,912, In the naxt decennial

consus the oommunity expanded to 19,750, This was &
410 per cent increass. Though numerically the Christians
4n Punjsd werc 8 small comnunity, the convert gains
raccived substantial publicity end was taken a8s an
indication of future trends; conversions extremely
angexed and frightened the Sikh leadexs.

41. Inigd.
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By the time Bhai Vir Singh wote his first movel,
both objective and subjective conditions existed for
the pmduction of the kind of literature, which he
produced. Cuses 1ike these may be exasmples of vhat
Antonio Gramsci on one occasion called "Catharsis™ -
meaning coming-to-consciousness, “elaloration of the
structure into superstructure in the minds of men 2
Here is a tem too out of the way and striking ¢o
have been choosen (1ike some curious phrases of
cramsci) to baffel the prison censor. Inspite of
the peculiarity of the tepn, it is tempting to reed
a daeper oonceptual significance into the word eand
teke 4t as more properly demting an exuption into
social oconsciousness of some Geeply bhuried conflict -
1ike the uncarthing of a neurnsis by Preudian ansly-
818. In time of revoiution. as in mimic form of
tragic d4rama, human self-discovery is most intense
and swift; hence the appropriatoness of Gramsci's
texn catharsis to explain the writings of Bhad Vir
Singh and their link with the socisty in which they
were prodicad.

In three years preceding the close of the last
century, Sikhs had been legelly declared as Hindus,

Grroacs e ted and it lsbed by Q. rbaxe’ana
Gele Smtth (london, 1971, Ge
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ahtia Sikhs were publicly shaven and Sikh efforts for a

13€ were spurnead. The lsbours of the Singh Sabha movemznt

» the last twenty seven ycars seemed t de still born.
It was at this crucial juncture, in a state of Cathareis,
that Bhai Vir 5ingh decided to act. So far he had only
written thee smell books in Punjabi : Intoductory
Pxinex, Phvsichl Geogrephy and a jugat.®® But mov, as
4£ face to face with truth, he wmte in his £irst movel
sundeis "In writing thies ook our purpose is that by
reading these acoounts of dby-ogone Gays the Sikhs should
hacome confimed 4n their faith. They slvnuld carry out
thetr wrldly aty as well as thedr spiritual objective.
Abuses might be abjured. Faith should prosper and Sikhs
should leamn ¢t own their high principles. They should
e disciplined and treat other people with equal love.
They slould adhere to their Guru's teaching: "Recognize
all mankind as ons®. Thus might thay achisve their
uniqueness®.9¢ The 'Sikhs were to be confirmed in their
f£aith' and they were to sachieve ‘their uniqueness‘. In

the naxt four dacades, almost as &f confiming Bhai Vir
singh's quest Sor ‘Sikh uniquencss®, this mvel s sald
to hava s0ld more than & hundred tlousand copies.

43. Harbans Singh, Bhai Vix Singh ta Una 44 Rachng, p-1S.

44. Translation by Harbans Singh 4n Bhag Vix Singh (New
Delhd, 1972). Pedde



CHAPTER IV
BS VIR SING

Prasently thezxe are three major eppmeches to the
writings of ovels of Bhai Vir Singh -~ the admirers, the
academicians and the Marxists. All three are widely

acoepted, ar still goouwing and make use of Bhei Vir Singh's
lagend for their own purposes.

asndxess

The basic argument of this school is that Bhni vir
singh ves ‘greatt, heceuse (4 of his tremendous contribu-
tion to the davelopment of Punjebi litersture; (10 his
intezpretation of S4kh theology: (444 his piomsering
offorts in various genres of literature, especislly the
mvely {iv) dissemination of Sikh idsals and philosophy
and £inelly because of his message of mysticism anpd
frportence of mystic expericnce. Various combinatiom of
theee popositions are to be found in the writings of
thnse win start f£rom the postulate thet the works of
Bhat Vir Singh age mt to be questioned.?

1. C£s, S¢S+ AmOl, *phai Vir Singh 4 Ndvel”,
. VOl.3, .13, (Jamary-February 1951,

PP+ 40-43; lal Singh, "Safi lokhak®, ~Nol.XIX
.11 (Janmuery 1552) 7 Diwan Singh “Amar Punjsbi Patr
sundrxi®, Wﬂol.xz. .9 (Novemder 1952,
ppe1=¢s Ki Singh Kascl), "Bhai Vir Singh®, S
Ssmechar, VolsVI, el (January 1957}, pp.229-4a2
Harinderpa}l Singh, "Bhai Vir Singh Ek Yug”,
Sanachar, Vol 1,12 (Decembor 1957}, pp.167-70s
Gopal Singll, "Bhai Vir Singh da Rale Adarsh®,and Pritam
sinoh Safeer, *Jiwen Rachna te Udesh®, * ahit,
Vol XVIII, .12 (Decembexr 1959) ,ppe32~84 & 18-15, A
see G.5. Dhillon, "Cherscter and Impact of the Singh
Sabha Movement on the History of the Punjab®,anpublisched
Ph.D. Gisgertation, Punjabi University, Patials, 1972,

«294 and Prekash Singh, Sont
_g,mn (Amritsars &ingh Bmothe

pying ingivonce ox
18, & ppo' aé.
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A start in this direction was made by Puran Singh,

on whom Bhai Vir Singh had tremendus influence end had
reoonverted to Sikhism, In 1926 Puran Singh wrote

Bhat VAr Singh is an epoch in himself. with
him begins the most modern Punjabi languace.

He gives 4t a new style, a new rhythm and a

ew flow. We thank Cod for what he has already
given us, He gits under the tree of life in
maiden fxeshness, like his Guriu. His song is
vital and he Imparts most of his joy tc his
poemss He $s the representative peet of those
014 S4kh pocts wlo rewolved amund the Beloved's
throne in woncder and worship, He is true

Eastern geniua. still loyal to the Asiatic
ideals of art, philoscphy and religion.

sesee His art 4is of the highest, not for the
clevernsss of the word-painting, mor for its
power of story telling that conjures up pest
events 4n penoramas, nor for the delicate

grace of its purity and dbeauty; nor, even for
its great humanity. It 4s the deep reslisation
behind 4it, so masterly in its Amperial authority
that the very stones, when called by his voice,
move and offer a prayer of thankfulness to

their creator. He cleanses the out cast, dresses
them &n moonlight, so that the most abject feel
14ke Gods. There is the mysterious halo of New
apring in his poems. He adds a new universe to
our soil. His voice is the voice of the beloved.
The lofty, oorgeous, infinite, extermal melody

of w rings 4n his blood and his being
48 resonant with the song of the beloved.<?

These words were to be prophetice They set the
tone Sor future writings of this School.® 1If there is

2. Puran Singh, Spirit of oriental Poetry (london, 1926),
Pe 104.

3. This particuler extract of Puran Singh has been
mpzigt:ed in at lcast four works dealing with
Bha$ Vir Singh.
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one person, wv {s most reasponsible for the tremendous
growth in this circle of panegyrists, it is Hardens
Singh. He 1s the first person to have written a bio-
gréﬁhy of Bhas Vir Singh.$ Starting with a description
gfl Bhai VAr Singh's family cencaology and early life,
Harbens Singh discusses about his unique contribution
in the £4is1d of Punjebi poetry and prose, his cloice of
language and metreg; his love for nature and country
and his philosophy of life. Acoording to him, his three

major novels - Sundagl, Bifay Singh and Satwent Ksur,
were written with two aims 3 firstly to enrich the
Punjabi language and secondly to propagate Sikhism and
s4kh way of 3ife in a novel way® (pun unintended .

Further creditability to Bhai Vir Singh'’s nmovels
ig provided by S.S. Amol, editor of the Punjabi journal
Likheri and by Dr. Kirpal Singh. According to the
former, "As far as the stories in the novels are oconcerned

4f rot hundred per cent at lesst ninety per cent they are

4. Harbans Sin M&W
* (Lahores %o Book Shop, 1940) s

o .16, Harbans Singh argues on the seame lines
> %ﬁaﬁ Sahid Bhai Vir Sinch Ji 41 vartak Rachna",
L ri, Bhai Vir Singh Ank, Vol.V, No.l (Jamax:y,
088), pp.S57~61; “Bhai vir Singh Vartak Likhari®,
ar{ (April-tiay, 1942), pp.21-24 and “Bhai Sahid

Ra da udesh”, %njab& Sahit, Vol.XVIIX, No.12
(Dacember, 1959), PpPe 38«20,
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truwe*.® ror the latter ".... Dr. Bhai Vir Singh mllected
his material of history like a scientific historian, He

has tapped evezry source - standard books which e has
quotad 4in his footmotes, folk-songs depicting the times,
anecdotes regarding eminent persons like Kaura Mal, and
anecdotes of the bravery of the Sikhs in the days of the
ruthless persecution, ... Bhai Vir Singh in these works
has tried to make alfive the 18th centuxy history of the
Sikhs and bring home to his readers the high character of
the Sikhs of tlhose daya.’ No wonder a legend has gmuwn
around Bhai Vir Singh « in the process his fiction has
been declsred as history. Dr. Ganda Singh, the doyen of
panjab historians, felicitates, Bhai Vir Singh's movels,
for being, "the truest representatives of the lives and
character of the Sikhs of the eighteenth century®.® These
adulators ignore what Men Singh wrote in the appendix of
the 1938 edition of Sundarf : "It sppears that the object
of writing Sundari wes neither to create & novel f£rom a

6e S8¢ AMOLl, OPsClk., Pes2
7. Kirpal Singh, "Historical Significance of _g_n_ggg,

Bijay Singh, end Satwant Kaur®™, %L_\g ggni egg

gg_m vol.VI, Part XI (October, 197
p [ K] 9"200

8. Ganda szngb. *Bhat Vir Singh and the History of

the Sikhs", W. vVol.Vi,
Part II (October, 19721, Pe 480,
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literary point of view merely for entertainment ... ML
to pmduce & work of investigated history”.”

As adnirers, this sclvol is much more interested
in nurturing the legend of Bhai Vir Singh, rather than
questioning ft. For them the birth of Bhai Vir Singh
w28 "..eo an event that gave the Punjad her organ voice
and Punjabi language its greatest singer since the days
of Warris Shah and the mystic bands of Sikhism ..ee It
was a providential advent; a star had risen over the
darkened horizons®.1® If Gisciples were to question
mastors, then there would be no masters.

Agademiciang
Unfortunately the line Adividing the sclool of

adnirers fmom the academicians 4s very thin and except
for a few exceptions thoy have not been able to question
the fundamental assumptions behind the adulatory images
of Bhal Vir S&ngh, G.S. Talid, an editor of a commemo~
retion volune, brought out by the Panjab’ University on

9. Vir Singh, Sundars (Amritsar: Wazir~i~Hind Press,
* 1988), p.154.

10. D.5. Maini, "The fortrait of a Foet", in Gurbachan
* Singh 'rania and Attar Singh (eds.), éhag Vir

é&%&%}ﬂmﬂ% (Chandigazh 1
Publication Bureau, Pan University, 1973),

PPe 98«94,
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the occasion of the first birth centenary of Bhai Vir
Singh wote in its introductory article

sesee Towaxrds EBhai Vir Singh the attitude of a
large sections of influentisl and fairly well
informued people 4s one of veneration only

'this side idlatory’s So, in this respect
oo, while great laudation s calied forth by
his truly great achievements in scholarship
and his interpretation of the principles of
his faith thmugh several media of literary
creation, the spirit of criticism must discipiine
itgelf into an attitude of reversntial silence.
May be that at a time not far (for a widely
studied writer iike Bhai Vir Singh canmot dong
be kept 4in the insulated and sealed temple of
adoration and adulation alone) he will be
objectively discussed as & writer rathexr than
merely placed on a pedestal es a teacher,
Moreover $n a volume like the present, intended
o prewent various aspects of his achievement
on the occasion of the centenary of his birth,
any exhaustive critical examination of hify would
clearly be out of place. With all this, 4t
might be said that a0 far hardly any sexious
atterpt has been made to £4nd out and phrase
forth the true quality of his total achievement
as 8 writer and ﬁtme the principle of his
intellectual being.

Inspite of these limitations and without waiting
for proper occaslons & brilliant start wes made by

Gurchazen Singh 4n 1952.12 He argued that st the timo
when Biag Vir Singh wiote his novels, the social refomm

11, G.S. Talid, "Bhai Vir Singh's Achievement - A
! Brief mtn’aducmn“. in G.,S. Talid and Attar
Singh (eds.), Ehai VAE Singh, pp.4-5.

12, Gurcharan Singh, "Galpkar pBhai VAr Singh®,

W, Vole.IIX, M.6 (August, 1952),
PPe 21-39,
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movements, Arya Samaj among Hindus, Aligazh Movement among
Muslims and Singh Sebha among the Sikhs, were quiet about
British rule and even supported it. These movements did
mt wik for a unified India. In Bhag Vir Singh's movels
British imperialism dissppears. o mention is made of
S4kh oﬁmggle against British Ra{, for national freedom,
Due to conscious or unconscious reasons, he could ot
transcend the communal boundariss. According ¢ Gurcharan
S ingh after reading Sundar4 and Biiay Singh, the rcaderws
can only remember about Mir-Manmu and Yahya Khan's tortures,
grussome Muslim exacutionesrs, the hue and cory of Sikhs in
pain, the killing of children and the live burning of the
Sikhs.3® It scems that all mble qualities and endesvour
for human walfare is confined to Sikhs and the rest are
demons. Thus, it was ot unusual that communal stiuggle
emerged among the rxeadors, when the objective conditions
for such a strife already existed. CGurcharan Singh is of
the opinion that Bhai Vir Singh sought to confuse his
readers by calling his prose as history. Through extensive
footmotes he sought to give his movels & basis of histors-
cal truth. As thay arc mot based on historicel realities,
thay @ not fulfil the definition of a historical truth,

13, Ibid., p.24.
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Inspite of these limitations, what is creditable adout
Bhai VAr Singh's writings is that they were successful
in achieving what they wanted to a great extent, 14

Most subsequent writings of this School have in
a subdued vein Hllowed the parmmeters set by Gurcharan
Singh. They must have arrived at the same conclusions
indepaendantly, but they only oconfim, though with oon-
sidoradble restraint, what Gurcharan Singh hed written.
Thedr basic positions are that (1) the achievements and
limitations of Bhai Vir Singh should be studied 4n their
historical context, especially the Singh Sabha Movement,
which sought ®© infuse a regenerative spirit &in the Sikh
communitys (44) Bhai Vir Singh has ® be credited Sor
taking to Punjabi at a time when the dominant medium was
Bzrai Bhagha and Urdur (4134 his novels laid the Soundation
of this particular genre and also of modern Punjabi proees
(4v) his movels were written to inspire the Sikh community
which was faced with a serious identity crisis and (v) his
overwhelming concern for the bettemment of the Sikh
community made him create ideal types who would o no

14. mo' PPe 26-28.
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wiong and always emerge victorious, when at war with
Musumaols

The endless repetition of these propositions in
numerus works, the changing trends in Punjadbi literature
and an end of the euploria created by the birth centenary
of Bhai Vir Singh has virtually made a closed chapter of
his writings. Any attempt to pick up the tragl, would be
snubbed as out-dated, OConsequantly, numerous questions
remain unanswered. Why did language, which is ultimately
a social activity, atarted ¢ have a communal identifice-~
tion? Is &t appropriate to single out father fiocures &n
literature? Has this not led to our igrmoring contempo-
raries of Bhai Vir Singhs Gyani Gyan Singh, Kahn Singh,
Mohen Singh vaid and many othersy; wWhat were the exact
linkaces between Bhai Vir Singh's writings and Sinch

15. S.S. mml&WﬁM{M
(udhiana, re Book Shop, NeGel, PP.17-342

Pilar singh, "Bhai Vir Singh de Gad Seva“, ¢
Vol.XXX, M.4 (Apz'tl, 1958). ”064'67’ Har ran
Singh, "Bhai Vir Singh de varxtak" and Pritpal
Singh "Bhai VAr Singh de Novel", Punfiabi Sahit,
Daxshan Kaur Grover, "phai Vir Singh da Itihasik
Novel®, in Harbhajan S4ingh (edo) ¢ W
Punay Vichar (Ambelas vidvan Parkashan, 1972),
PP.59-728 S.S. Kohli, "Bhai vir Singh's fovels*®,
in G.S,. 'raitb gnd Attar‘g;ngh Sgg:i o 2 v e
M. PPe 47=58p S.5. ad, r

. .S. Kohli and Harnam Singh Shan (eds.),
e st singh Jiyan, Sana te Rachna (Chandigarhs
Publication Burcau, Punjab University, 1973),
pp.155~56.
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Sabha's ideology? All these are complex issues and
remain largely unanswered,

Mapxian

A third line of spproach to Bhai Vir Singh's
novels is based on Merxism. A start in this direction
was made by & prominent and 4n many ways a pionsering
Marxian critic - Sant Singh Sekton: He is the first
Panjabl writar ® meke use of the Marxist epistomology
for literary criticism. It is cxreditable that thiough
the historizisation of literexy critique, he has raised
many questions, which are alien % the writings of most
scholars. Seklon has been writing alout the works of
Bhei Vir Singh since 1948, 6 but the mst systematic
elaboration of his views ere o b2 found 4in 3 book M
wiote 4n 1962.%7 Here, £irst I will attempt to
sunmarise his assessment of VAr Singh's writings ¢

In the second half of the nireteonth century,
acooxding to Seklon, the Sikhs wezre unable ¢ raconcile

16. S.8. Sekhon, "Punjabi Novel”, %g&_wﬁg{. Vol X1V,
Me2 (Maxch, 1948), pp.41-47 & Bhal vir Singh",
, Vol2VI, to,1 (Januazy, 1957),
PDe 24849

17. S.8. Sekhon, MM’L%%;&%.&Q..
{Ludhianas Lalore Hook Shop, 4962), this was
Jataxr reprinted as, Bhai Vir s;ﬁ_gh 95 U_r%
43 Raghna (1udhianas lahore Book 5hop,1976),

References herain are £rom the second edition,
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to the shock of loosing their rai to the British
smperialism.’8 The Sikhs also felt throatened with the
pmoselytizing activities of Christisn missionaries and
the gmwing opposition, of the Arya Samaj. Placed in
such & milisu, the Sikhs were attracted towards their
glorious past and they wanted to recreate this in the
twentieth century, 9 atlcast in the social and
spiritual domain. They perceived that the reincarnation
of the past glory wuld enable a glorious present. Fhat
Vir singh became a spokesman of such aspirations. Ho
bailongsd to the middle class, which at this juncture was
Glosely aligned with ths landed aristocracy and upper
soctions of the peasantry. His writings represent the
social interests of tiese clasess and the Singh Ssbha
Movement., 20

Bhai Vvir Singh was deeply dissillusioned by the
loss of the Sikh empire, but ho reslised that it vas
practically impossible to re-astsblish it. The only
1deal which could bo regenerated was the social and
spiritual values of Sikhism. I£ these werxe restored, in
that case the Sikhs uld once again dominate in the

ig. Moo pp. 28«80, 212,
19, MOO Pe 212,
20, mgo' 90”0
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Panjab. Even earlier, for Bhai VAr Singh the loss of
Sikh power was because they had failed to follow the
ideals of the Sikh Guruss if they wuld & so mow, then
at least the futuxe would be secure. This reincarnation
of the Sikh ideals was nmot ¢ be &n the political domain
but only in the spiritual ard social spheres. Only that
political ruls was bad for him which circumscribad the
freedom of religion, especially the Sikh religion’, as
had been dne by the Mughala. The British zai allowed
freedm of religion, therefore, it was not ® e
challenged, A g, fact, to d 30 would be unreligious.

Such an explanation became an ideal justification for
British zuls,

As for the social and ecoromic difficulties con-
fonted by an individuasl, acooxding ¢ EBhai Vir Singh
they should be resolved thmugh Hllowing the high
idaals of Sikh zeligion. His writings are virtually
devoid of any aspirations for national freedom. e
strives for a status quo and des not want the individual
t o alter the given social reality. A life Gevoted ®
the highast ideals of truth, meditation and charity would
be highly rewaxrding. Bhai Vir Singh is unadble to tran-
scend Sikh demominational identity and this has con-
siderably restricted his humanism and social vision. Thus,

23, Moo 9.216.
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Sekhon concludes, he was neither a rewolutionary mr a

humanist. But within his historical context, Bhair vir
Singh's achisvemants were great,

What then, acooxding o Sekhon was the purpose of
Vir Singh's mvels

1. To estadblish Sikh zule in the Panjaby as this
was practically impossible, he strived for
S4kh dominance in Panjab.

2. T 0 pmopagate the message of Sikh Gurusy
refonn the religious and ethical 1ife of the
Sikhs and make them pmud inheritoxs of a
glorious vision of an ideal man.

8. T o davelop an important genre of Punjabi
litersture: the movel. It was only
development of this literature, wvhich would
enable the emargence of a national identity
of the Panjabi people.<22

Seklon's scheme is unable to answer why socisl

claseses - middle class and landed aristocracy - which
even ' agrees, benafitted from the British zaf, egain
want Sikh ruls. He cites mo evidence to suwport his
claim in this zegard. It is not clear 1f he is using
class as a heuristic dovice or 4f he thinks that Panjab
at this time had a fully articulate class sociaty. 1If

latter was the case, than he will have ¢ show why in a

22. 5.8, Seklon, *Bhair Vir Singh - The father of
Modern Punjabi Prose®, 4in G.S. Talidb and

Attar Singh (eds.), Bhad Vix sindh, p.3is.
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class society, class relationships were at times basad

on religious identitics and mt in relationship t maans
of pmduction and class consciousness. (His assertions
would have much more weight 4f he would have dcumented
them). Sometimes he writes in torms of classes and

then he switches over to the Sikhe as & community - o
stould clarify the relationship between the two and also
astabliah the basis of the latter conoept. His treatment
of the social formation is superficisl. It is one thing
to assert that Bhai Vir Singh belonged to the middle class
and amther to say that his writings reflected the eocial
iatercsts of this class, which was aligned with the
landed aristocracy and upper sections of the peasantry.
Social origing & mt slways predatesmine socisl function-
ing. If£ they 414 in case of Bhai Vir Singh then it has
to be shown, ot assumed as selif-evident.

Following Seklvn, S.8. Singh has by adopting &
partislly Marxian and partiaslly Proudian framework argued
that there were stong personal, social, historical,
economic and political xeasons, which compelled Bhai Vir
Singh to write the kind of litexature he d14.%% e was

28. S.B. Singh, “Semaj te Bhai Vir Singh®,
g-fm' £, Shai viz Singh Ank, Vol.V, R i
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from a decply religious family and his Sommative
influences had been such that hs was strongly inclined
towaxds Sikh xeligion. For his higher education he had
to attend a missfonary school, where the Christian
preschings hurt his sensibilitiss.?® Historically, due
to the betrayal of the Hindu Dogras to the British, the
Sikhs had lost their empire. This had created a chasm
between the Hindus and the Sikhs. During Maharaja
Ranjit Singh's rxule the Jat fagipiars were dominant.

The merchants had & very low status 4in ths villages. The
Hindus faced many difficulties under this Jat zrai and
those tensions surfaced during Bhai vir Singh's time,25
At this stags Swami Dayanand who helonged @ Gujrat),
viasited Panjadb ¢to make use of the conflict detween the
Sikhs and Hindus. Arys Samsj started the shuddhi
canpaigns which sought converts fmom other religions.

T he Axys Samajists crxiticised Sikh religion and the
S4khs. This disturbed the Sikh leadership and gave
birth to Singh Sabha Movement. It started preaching and
against Hindus and other religions. 7The Hindu ocommunity
wvas affluant and avong the Sikhs, the jagirdarg were
rich. There was no Sikh gmup which was concerned about

24. mgo pp.m-oao
25 m.. p.m.
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the lower classes of the Sikhs. Consequently lower class
S4khs, started converting to Christianity and Hinduism,25

SeB. Singh 18 of the opinion that along with the
gmwth of the Singh Sabha, thare emexged small towns in
the panjad. These towns ware inhabited by lower class
Sikhs. Thay were mostly mexchants and they were in com-
petition with Hindu merchants. This mexcantile gmup
was to establish & capitalist society and they were busy
accumulating capital. For maximising this accunulation,
they sought % use muq:on.” Bach community attacked
the others religion. Muslims followed suit. All the
three communities wanted that the British govermment
s ould pmovide employment based on numerical strength.
Some British administrators would grant more jobs o one
community, leading to further conflict. These socio-
historic circumstances compelled Bhai vix Singh to
produce Sikh literature,

The pressure of these conditions, proventsd Ehai
Vir Singh £oom being e distinguished writer. His love
was ot or everyone but only for the Sikh community. The
S4¥h delief of a glorious past is largely the result of

26. Jbid., 902100
27‘ MO' p.zl‘.
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Bhai Vir Singh's writings. As far as the Sikh religion
is ooncerned its future generations will be indebted to
Bhai Vix Singh. The stratagy of Birtish imperialisn was
to divide and rule and thexeby strengthen their own
fule. If phai Vir Singh would have understood this
stratagy and opposed it, he wuld have had an All India
statuxe. But he vas prevented £rom achieving this
standing by the Xuka Movement. It was essentially a
pescaful movenent, though at times, it was violent. In
case Bhal Vir Singh had like the Kuka Lahir opposed the
British, then he wuld have driven the Sikh ocommunity on
a suicidal ocourse., The fallure of the Kukas and the
aifficnit situation facad by the Sikhs, prevented@ him
fxom having a bmadar outlook. %8 The COMEMOO Fary
communal strife aid not allow him ¢ pay attention to
anything except religion. Though the conflict was overtly
religious, it vas for ecommic benefita. The rmeligious-
didealiatic etlos of the jacipdari society in Panjab
forced every writer to take sides and confine himself
to religlon. |

Ehal Sahib was thus an idealist-mmantic writer.
He ocould not £ulfil his andbitions against the Christians
in his youth. It was his desire to oppose Christianity,

28. mo. 99.213-»14.
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but the socio-political conditions snd British rule
prevented him £xom achieving this. This made him
nmu:t:tzl.c.:.29 Acooxding to him Christianity had destroywed
Indian civilization, but he could only be an impotent
spactator to this pmcess, bacause he wanted the Sikhs
to pmgress. Therefore, the conflict was suppressed.
This emerged against Hindus and Muslims, by using
historical events. His life experience and society
gradually ended this noumsis. But his emotions did mt
achieve sublimation, dbecause if this had hsppened, 4t
was essential for him ¢ write against the British. This
sublimation was achisved after the war, when he portrays
a conflict with Christians in Baba Npudh Singh and
Ganga Rgn which is anti-British. Dv he develops &
deeper insight into nature and society. He did txy ®
keep pace with the changing times. S.B. Singh oconcludes
by writing, "All tlose who have Punjabi as their mnother
tongue are indsbted to Bhag Vir Singh,®C

The line of eppmach which S.B., Singh has adopted
can be rewarding, but he has cited no corroborative
evidence for his sweeping generalisations. He has made
an interesting pejenge of existing studies on Bhai Vir
singh. He 1s blissfully unaware of cartain fundamental

29 wo. p.216
30. Mp p.217.



s 74 3

£acts of Panjab history. The Arya Samaj Q14 not give
bizth to the Singh Ssbha 83 he claims. 7The Amritsar
Singh Sabha had been Sozxmed in 1878, four years defore
the first Arxys Samaj in Punjab. The development of
Singh Sadbha canmot be merely studied &n communal digits.
To explain the loss of Sikh empire in termg of the

Dogra betrayal 1s nost fnadequate and indicates the same
narmw appmach of which S.B. Singh blameg Bhai Vir
Singh. To write that Hindus feced many Aifficulties
under Maharaja Ranjit Singh is ¢ read history beckwards.
The Hindus and Sikh Jagipders weve ot the only affluent
people in Panjad, the Sikh peasantry probebly was the
richast in Asia. S.B. Singh does mt specify wlo ware
the "lower cless Sikhs". At one stage they appear o de
low caste Sikhs and at amthexr thay scem to be mexchants.
T he latter by no means can be regarded as lower class -
neither in ecomomic terms nor in soclal scele. Most of
the S4ikh mexchants were from the Khatri and Arors castaes,
they had a high ritual status in the Panjad. Hs scems
to confuse caste with class and use the two concepts as
synonymsge

S»B. Singh's Freudian explanation, is 1ike
putting the cart before the homrse. Bhai vir Singh was
writing with a certain conviction for a specific social
milieu and ot decause of any deep rmoted neumsis. If
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this was the cause, what prevented him after having
written Babs Naudh Sinch, with which he is supposed to
have achisved sublimation, £rom supporting the Akalis

or the latter phases of the national movement. Why 444
he have to pour invective against oth the Musliims and
Hindus. Why does he praise Christian missionarics in Beba
Naudh singh? EBhai Vir Singh was conscious of why and
what he was writing for. He was m slave of the sub-
conscious. He imust e accepted as e s, without any
props.

For any understanding of the Marxist interpieation
O£ Bhai Vir Singh 4t 85 essential to have s detalled
discussion of Jesbir Singh Ahluwalia‘'s criticisms ~ mot
becauge they have nede any original contribution or
clarifications, hut because they have so much confused
the 4sswes. He startad his carcer in the government
sexvice and later became Dizector of the Department of
Planning and Development &n Punjabi University, Patiala.
Subgequently, e was appointed as the f£fixst Director of
Panjab State University Text-Book Boaxd. The blurb on
the jacket in his latest work doclare 3 "Dr. Jasbir Singh
Ahluwalia appearcsd on the literary horizon as a crusaderx
against the traditional modes of thought and fomms of
expression. As such he thmugh his poetry and criticism
ploneered the correlated trends of experimentalimw),
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Modernity and Redicalism®.2® I feel 1t s best o quote

the ‘orusader?’, at length to perceive the basis of his

‘dislectic'. Providing & background t the writings of
Bhgl vir Singh, has writes

*After the extension of the British tule ovex
the Panjab, the big Sikh landed aristocrac

was diquidated, This gave, by implicatio
oost to the lower orade of Sikh feudals. The
British masters dlrected their policiss to

win over the loyalty of this section of the
population. Gradually lands were gsanted in
Noxth-lest Panjeb to this class. Thmugh
8imilar policies thwre came intod being a
loyalist leisure -~ possessing (upperx) middle
class, among the Sikhs, within the feudal
framewozk but gravitating towards urbanization
and bourgeois traditions. Also contact with
the West, thiough the given facilities of
aeducation, generated & refomist consciousneas
in this clags. By virtue of its soclio-ecoromic
make up and fnduced by the new consciousness on
intellectual level, this class embarked upon
its historical task of reformiam. Within the
linits imposed on 4t by its own class character,
this clags participatad 4in the process of our
Renalssance in its own way, particularly in the
form of Singh Sabha Movement in the Panjad ...
The Singh Sabha Movement being & projaction of
the uppuer middle class of the Sikhs, establishing
its0lf on a efomiat footing, developed a pro-
British complexion ... Bhai Vir singh the Chief
axponent of the richtist ideology of the Siagh
Sadha and the Khalsa Diwan, exlorts the 5ikls to
ramain faithf€al to the British Govermment, 4n
the prefece to his Biiag Singh.* 92

81'.‘ l’

82. Jasbir S. Ahluwalis, Iradition aix
dern P abi Foetry ermaepores B
Nedeld y PPe72-736

Publishing Ffbuse,




For Ahluwalia Bhal Vir Singh, "represents th=
complex of consciousmss constituted by the pmgressive
as well as the mgressive elements embodied 4n the
Khalsa Diwan and Singh Sabha Movements, The progressive
element manifests itself in the feudal refommist
hunanist tradition on the £ringe of dourgeois conscious-
ness and the rxagressive element asserts itself in the
revivalist undertones., This complex of consciousnass
is aptly reflected in the Avice of historical themes
of his novel related to the Sikh victories against
Mughal impezielssm®,S®

on the basis of these premises Ahluwalia portrays
ghal Vir Singh as a prpagandist whose writings soucht
to make the Sikhs loyal to the British gpi{. This was
the reason writes Ahluwalia that Bhai vir Singh failed
to take cognizance of the Ghadsr movement, the Jallian-
wala Bagh tragedy and the passive resistance of the
Akall movement.®¢ In one of his recent writings Mo
concluées with a £resh glan vital s "starting fxom the
faudalized Sikh thought, ethics and etlos, Bhai Vir
Singh made 8 half-way house on the mad ®© defeudslization

38. mo. 90730
84. Togdes PPeT74=75.
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of Sikhism", 85 ana thexeby failed to establish its
original *anti-feudal dislectic®.S®

Ahluwalia's attempt ¢ act as 8 ‘crusadex
againat the traditional modes of thought', has
resulted in utter chaos and made a pamdy of the
Marxian tradition. Ho seems to suffer foom a delusion,
that only the use of jargon can confimm his standing
a3 a Marxian critic. 3t would have considerebly
hzalped i1f ho had elaborated what he meant by:s *'foudal
rafommist ~ lumanist tradition on £ringe of bourgeods
consciousnessy feudalized Sikh thought; defeudaliza-
tion of Sikhism; anti~feudal dimlecticy progressive)
Tagresgive and Mughal dmperisliism’. I must confess
that some of these texms are totally unintelligidble
to m2 and othexrs have a specific meaning oaly in a
histoxical context and canmot be f£reely distributed
for indulging 4n fits of fawcy. Ahluwalis does ot
subgtantiate his claim that British rule ‘'liquidated*
the Sikh landed aristocracy. Obviously, the estab-
1dshment of British ra{ considexably weakened this

8S. Jasbﬂ.t Singh Ahluwalis, §
’ p.1 3%.

6o mop 901290
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class, but weakness does rot mean liquidation. In fact,
in the post 1857 period, the Sikh lended aristocracy
became the most impoxtant ally of the British govermment.
Its position was stabilised, they were given enhanced
Jagirp, some of them had their earlier judicial functions
Yestored, they were invited to oriental durbars for
being endowed with zealously coveted titles and gifts.
Soon they emerged as a powerful social gmoup 4n the
Pan}ab.87 Adtchison, the Lisutenant~-Governor of the
Panjab, opened 8 "Chief's Collega®, at laloze to elucate
the sons of the landad aristocracy.

It is ot clear what Ahluwalia implies by 'lower
grade of Sikh feudal’, to whom he writes the British
granted lands in Nyrth-iest Panjab. lands 4n toxth-
Hest Panjeb were not granted to any Sikh feudals but
middle peasants fxom central Panjed, who did ot own
substantisl holdings. ® He has wrongly stated that
Bha4 V4ir Singh in the preface ¢ Bilay Singh exiorts tho
Sikhs to be loyal t the British. There is no such
rofexrencs. Ahluwalia's comical perfomance reminds one
of sancho Panza tilting at the wind mills.

37, For details sce Ian Johnatons Kerr, "The Panjab
Province and the lalvre District 1849-72¢ A case
study of British Colonial Rule and Social Change",
unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, Universily of
Minneeots, 1975, pp.258-80,

88. Himadri Banerjee, Ww.
1840-1901 unpublished Ph.D. dissertation,

University of Calcutts, 1976, pp.28-55.
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A decade back, a Russian Marxist Scholar’?
wnte 8 comprehensive history of Punjabi literature.
His work has a brief section on Bhai vir Singh.
Accoxding to him the masn purpose of Vir Singh's
writings was to show the greatmpas of S4kh religion
and for this mission he offered his entire literary
genfus. Like earlier critics, Sersbryakov criticises
Bhag Vir Singh for his cold treatment of the contempo-

rary socio-political development and being oksessed
with the past.

Litoxature is 8 pert of the total culture and
1ike culture canmot b merely identificd in temms of
crude and mechanistic class anzlysis - especially
when the essumptions behind such studies are fallacious
and are ot established. The resulting paradion
collapses like a house of caxds. The Marxian tradition
within India has made no serious attempt to undexrstand
the cultural situation in a colonial period and have
instead concantrated on deducing the class affiliations
of Bhag Vir Singh's writings, & linkage which even
when established, des ot explain the social processes

89. 1. SerebryakoVv, g_}gq&;__sm {amritsar: New Age
m" mm. nodo * Ppcgﬁ-XOIo
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of which literature is a part. Bhai Vir Singh was not
manufacturing idsologies and mr was he a mexre Class
repregentative § a pmpagandist. Such economistic
equations ultimately reduce literature to 8 mero
gimmick, & reduntant activity. If Indian Marxists have
to make any valuable contribution ¢to literary criticism,
thoy mugt steer out of their vuigar moormgs.‘o

40, For ;m e:lc-‘t:x'.em'::l ly :almilg work tg thend
Marxian literary tra n, see Raymo
Wwilliems, I re (OxSoxds
OxSford Univerxsity Press, 1977).



CHAPTER V

BHAX VIR SINGH'‘'S NOVELS

Ag a novelist Bhai Vir Singh probed into the social
needs Of his co=religionists and provided his personal
prescriptions for their social afflictione. He articu=
lated in his novels a symdolic universe which would
provide to the lay Sikhs and the readers of his novels,
the code for deciphiring the social reaslity, which they
actively established and perceived. By creating a
mythology out of the Sikh experience in the eighteenth
century, Vir Singh sought to supply a Golden Age model
for human behaviour and social relaeionahips.1 Such a
paradigm, 4if accepted, would guarantee its diciples, with
3 life saving manual, which charts cut the purpose, value

and direction of human 11£e.2

BEvidently man wants to be more than just himself.
He wants to be a whole man. He 45 not satisfied with
being a sepsrate individuel: out of the partislity of his
individual life he strives towards a fullness that he
senses and demands, towards a fullness of life of which

1. For the use of religion as an ideological force see
Stephan Feuchtwang, " Investigating Religion®, in

Maurice Bloch ed. mm.?amwnmm
Anthropology (London3 1975), pp.61=82.

2. The value of literature in concluding life is
elahorated in Monroe Berger, R

wg§§§=: The Noyel and SQQAgl_ggggggg {Cambridges
9 e PPe18 =213
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individuality with all its limitations chsats him, towards
3 more comprehensible, a3 morg jusy world, a8 world that
makes sense. He rebels against having to consume himgel€
within the confines of his own life, within the transient,
chance limits of his own personality. He wants to refer
to something that is more than ‘X', something outside
himself and yet essential to himself. He longs to adbsorb
the surrounding world and make it his own, to unite his
limited 'I' with a communal existence, to make his
individuality social,’

If it were man ‘s nature to be more than an individual,
this desire would be incomprehensible and senseless, for as
an individual he would then be a whole: he would be all
that he wvas capable Of beings Man's desire €0 bHe increased
and supplemented indicates that he is more than an individual.
He fcelsg that ha can attain wholeness only if he takes
possession of the experiences of others that might
potentially be his own. ¥et what a man apprehends as his
potential includes everything that humanity as g whole s
capable of, Literature is the indispensable means for his
merging of the individual with the whole. It reflects his

infinite capacity for association, for sharing experiences

3, Maxim Gorky, On Literaturg (Moscow, n.d.) pPp.71=95.
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and 1deas.‘ Bhai Vir Singh sketched out prasctical illue-
trations of this literary paradigm in his novels, His
charactaers were the social types, which every Sikh ought
to dbe, if he desired happiness and eternal bliss.

Bhai Vir Singh's reference point is not the indie
vidual vut the Sikh eommuntty.s Each moment of human life,
to be fruitfully spent, ought to be devoted to the service
of the community. No effort for an individusl identity
or exploration is to be made only a communal identity
should be ascridbed. Human misery and dilemmas in Bhai Vir
Singh's characters stem out of their lack of faith in God,
The suggested cure lies in 2 staunch helief in God,
constantly invoking his name to surmount all prohlems and

1ive according to the ideals of the Sikh religion,

Bhai Vir Singh is not willing to make man the
determining factor in shaping his future. It is for Gad
to decide and sanction this future. Clearly Bhai Vir Singh
is obsessed by God and relicion and he wsnts his readers
to accept the same milestones for their lives. Soctal
reality and social differentiation for Bhai Vir Singh are

4. Ralph Pox, The Noval and the Paoplg (London3l1948) pp. 37=38.

5. This point is fundamental to all his four novels3
Sundary (Amritsar: 1972): gigu Singh (Amritssrs 1970)1
S Naudh_singh

W (Amritsars 1977) and Baba N
tgard 1970)«
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only the reality of religion and the differentiation

based on religion. He explains the evaluation of Punjabhi
society through a fourfold religious division: Sikh, Muslim,
Hindu and Christian.® In s11 his four novels he strives

for this communal differenciation.s

Basic to Bhai Vir Singh‘'s characters, was their
effort to practise their religion and maintain their
identity inspite of social, emotional and economic Aiffi-
culties. Islamic persecution made them even more staunch
in their faith, Bven the threat of death, would not
make them renounce their religion. They left the riches
and comforts of home, to wander and starve in unknown
jungles. Their strength and vigour flows ocut of their
total fasith in the teachings of the Sikh Gurus. They
practice the Sikh trinity of Nem, Dan and Isnan.
Bgaliterisn in their social orgenizstion, they are free
from the inequalities of caste. Among them, there ig no
high or low born. They help each other at time of troudble.
Wealth and food is shared for the welfare of all. They
have a community kitchen. Women enjoy the same position
as maene This utopian rendering of the past, was to
encourage the Sikhs, to live sccording to the tenets of
their £aith and emulate the life-styles of their forefathera.

6. Idbid.
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The most essential factor in developing the unity of a
community is a strong sense of communal identity. Emotional
identification with the heroic characters in the world of
imagination reinforce 's his audiences feslings ag Sikhs.
This hightening of a distinctive self-imsge {z further
implemented by the novelists allusions to the distinguish-
ing features of Sikhism, such as personal appearance,
dress, external symhols of religion, specific rituals and
helief in one, formless God. Direct sermons agasinst some
practices supposed to be assimilated from other religions
are interspersed throughout the novels. Praising
Sundari's adherence to the pure faith at the cost of her
own terridble suffering, Bhai Vir Singh markedly contrasts
her with the "superstitions® Sikh women of his AQay

Look at yourself and see whether or not the

decline of the Sikh nation is caused dy your

very own hands! Leaving your God and your

true Gurus, you worship stones, trees, idols,

tombs and saintse Porgetting Sikh raeligion,

you rot in another religion. Turning your

Back on the true Gurus you teach someoneelse's

religion to your offspring too. Your children

will grow to be half baked like you - Sikh on

the head, Brahmin around the neck and Musldim
below the waist.?

Quite clearly the objective here is identical to
that found in the polemnics of the same period, such as
Kahn Singh's Ham Hindu Nabip.® Besides raising a new

7. Vir Singh, W’ Pelle.
8. Kahn Singh, Ham Hindu Nahip (Aaritsard 1972).
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consciousness sbout Sikh existence as a8 separate comunity,
these novels provided an impetus for organization by re=
collecting the unity and well knit communal life style of
the Sikhs in the eighteenth century. Just as important
for arousing sectarian feelings is the manner in which the
Muslims and Hindus are portrayed. The latter group are
often selfish and cowardly, nevertheless, the Sikhs
became the Hindus‘® courageous and selfless saviours, As

a3 congequence, the present attitude towards Hindus 4s

one of contempt and anger for their ingratitude. Anger
is Airected against the Muslims owing to oppression,
therefore they are portrayed as brutal and treacherous.

In contrast to the 8ikhs, the Muslims in Bhei Vir
Singh's novels are the archevillaing of history. They are
portrayed as power-hungry, drunkards, lecherous men, who
have no humanistic idesls of 1ife. All finer qualities
of life seem to be a monopoly of the Sikhs, The Muslims
want to enforce their religion on unwilling people.
especially Sikhs. They imprison, torture, punish and kill
Sikh men, women and children for practising their faith.
After reading Bhai Vir Singh's first three novels, Sundagd.
Bilav Singh and Satwant Kaup, it appears that the eighteenth
century State had no other purpose, except for enforeing
Islem. The Muslim rulers are iz wicked chiefly because
they are bent on degtroying the sgymbols of the Sikh
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religion. Owing to their wickedness, they are invarishly
defeated by the pious Khalsa.

Fundamentally these novels attempt to foster
communal selfeawareness, confidence, pride and aspirations
for improvement among the Sikhs by recalling their heroic
heritage. They vindicate a present historical role and
suggest 8 future. The descriptions of the role of the
Khalsa in the days of the Mughal rule, for instance, are
supposed to be quite precise. Bhal Vir Singh cites the
then standard authorities on Punjab history repeatedly
in order to document significant points 4n his novols.g
Yat, the historical accuracy is superficial as the
author 's purpose introduces a seriocus bias into his treat-
ment of historicasl materisl, which distorts his portrayal
of the Sikhs' character and achievement. The true nature
of their mission appears again and again in the novels
but the author never makes it his primary concern. By
rationalizing the superiority of the Sikhs to Hindus and
Musl ims, the community becomes oL greater importance than
its mission. Sham Singh, a protagonist of Bhail Vir Singh
says 3

This house of ours is not sectarian, nor do wve
bear enemity towards anyone. Be one Hindu or

9. For Bhai Vir Singh's effort to have a historical
approach in his novels sce Kirpsl Singh, "Higtorical
Significsnce of Sundari, Bijay Singh and Satwant Kaur",

P P 0 Vol.VI, No.12,

in Ibe Pandsh bs a5 and. Bresent
October, 1972, Ppe 313=320.
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Muslim our true Gurus had nc enmity for either.
All mankind 4{s equal in our eyes. Our sole aim
1s to destroy injustice and to provide full
measure in dealings. Our purpose is to straighten
the tyrannical rulers of today. To set them
straight s to root out oppression, 10

The humanistic commitment expressed in such
avowals does not accord with sectarian aims. Justifying
their existence as guardians of justice for all, they
cannot de a completely selfecontained group. Because the
tenor of the author‘'s time was separatism, the commitment
of guardianship in the novels is particularly devoid of
meaning. Hence instead of emphasising the ties that bhind
the Sikhs to others, the novels actually set the Sikhs
spart on the hesis of their superior ideals. There is far
too listle respect for the dignity of non=-Sikhs to indicate
any serious universal conGern. ToO repeat, nearly all
Muslims are wicked and while the Hindus too are oppresaed,

it is their own cowardice, Jreed and servility that is to

blame.

The novelists sectarian attitude also colours his
view of what is significant in the Sikh experience. He
attributes their strength of character to formsl aspects
of Sikhism, rituslizing the essential process involved
2H Haking the Sikhs a sociasl factor in Punjab. Bhai Vir
Singh conceives the formal adoption of Sikhism itself as

10. Vir Singh, Sundari, pP.43.
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a”meana of transforming a p@rson. no matter how timid

and weak, into 3 fearless warrior. For examples "Earliar,
this Khetri was an ordinary weak and pallid looking town
dweller ... Then taking Amrita, he becams extremely

strong and valc:r:cma“.u

Satisfied by appearance rather than the essence
Bhai Vir Singh's novels bhecame ghallow homilies on Sikhism
replete with moralizing discourses. Both characterization
and action are extremely unreslistic, not for want of
documentation but decsuse of the idealization of the
effects of Sikhisme. FPor instance, there is an episode in
Baha Naudb Singh, where the reading of the Sikh scripture
leads to the desired objective of stopping incessant rain-
fell. 12 ghat vir Singh sees & universal corruption, which
according to him could only be checked through true
religion, which in this case would be Sikhism.}3 any
writing based on such premises would produce characters
who are singular, black and white images. Bhai Vir Singh's
characters are no exception. There are no other shades
inbetween the extremes to express or develop the personality

of the characters. The virtuous are full of goodness and

11. Moo Peod7e
12. Vir Singh, Bsha Naudh Singhe Pe28.
13, .woo Pe 33e
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three dimensional characters. A change of heart occurs
only decause of religious considerations and that also
on becoming & §ikh, never as 38 Miglim, Hindu or Arya
Samajist. Characterization is over. simplified and
lacking &n an ability to pertray those individual attrie
putes which are the essence of men and which distinguish
them from other men. Descriptions too tend to bs arti~
fical and the novels thomselves are weak in structure.
The structural weskness has led some scholars to qQuestion

Bzha Naugh Singh's genric gualification to be classed as
a novel. ¢

Sundari, the heroine of Bhai Vir Singh's first
novel, was born as Surasti in the family of & Hindu
Khatri, Shaman. On the auspicious day of her marriage
shs was abducted by a high ranking Mughal official. Later
sho was rescued from the clutches of the Mughals by her
heroic brother Balwant Singh, who had converted to
Sikhism and lived in the jungles, defying the Mughal
persecutors. Now both brother and sister join hands in
their stru,gle against Mughalse But in one of the fights,
both of them are captured by the troops of a Mughal
Nawab, who wants to convert Balwant Singh to Islam and
have Surasti for his harep. They are saved from this

SRR

14. Gurcharan Singh, ®"Galpkar Bhai Vir Singh*, 2
mwo vole IXIXI; Noo6 (Mlgust 1952), PDe 21=39
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dishonour by Sham 8ingh, who leads the {athg to which
Balwant Singh belonged. Back in the jungles, Surasti is
baptized sccording to the Sikh rites and she is transe
formed into a heroic womans Sundari. 7Twice more she was
to be captured by Mughsls, but both times her brave Sikh
brethern were to liberats her. She takes part in various
campaligns and because of her help to &8 Hindu Khatri in
recovering his wife and wealth from the Mughals, the
grateful couple converts to Sikhism,

Militant Arys Samajists may go on claiming that
Sikhs Hindy Haip (Sikhs are Hindus), but for Bhai Vir
Singh it was Hindus who had converted to Sikhism and then
1ived with honour, courage, strength and hope, It was
the S8ikh haptizing which liberated them and endowed
them with qualities of supermen. The hero of Bhai Vir
Singh's second novel, Bijay Singh, was & convert from
Hinduism, Impressed by the deeds and valour of the Sikhs
he accepted Sikh baptization and rencunced his 0ld names
Ram Lal., He and his wife, Sushil Kesur, on numerous
occasions, outwit the Mughals and succeed in maintaining
their ‘unique® identity - a gquslity which Bhai Vir Singh
go much desired the contsmporary Sikhs to emulate. Even
the threat of death could not mske Bijsy Singh and Sushil
Kaur to renounce thair faith in Sikhism. Sstwant Kaur,
the heroine of Bhai Vir 8ingh°'s third novel, is enslaved
during an invasion of Ahmed Shah Durrani and taken o
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Kabul. Here she faces a grim struggle for survival, dbut
as 8 typical Bhai Vir Singh character she comes out
triumphant and in the end manages tO reach Amritsar,
without any harm, Once again, in this novel, there is
enacted the Sikh ceramony of beptizing, and Agha Khan
becomas Alambha Singh.

Bhai Vir Singh's sectarianism is most apparent in
the novel in which he purports to describs the contempoe
rary Sikh community. The full title of the novel Suyhhag
24 Da Sudhax Hathin Baba Naudb Singh. i.e. The reform of
Subhag J{ by Naudh S8ingh suggests its proselytizing nature.
Iz is 8 long ponderous novel in two parts. The first part
is mainly devoted to showing the infallinility of Sikhism
as a way of life, the cecond is mainly a litany culaie
nating in the mystical experience of Subhag, 38 woman
converted to Sikhism by Bahas Naudh Singh, the major prota=
gonist. The setting 45 a village, & modern community
1iving happily under the tutelage of Baba Naudh Singh.
Presgunishly the secret of their happiness is their adherence
to the principles of Sikhism although the assimiletion of
some modern ideas is also partly responsible. They lead
simple and pious lives. By hard work, sound methods of
cultivation, cleanliness, chaste living, frugality,
freedom from avarice and mutuasl concern and cooperation,

they have crested an idyllic way of life.
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Problems arise when any of these principles are
transgressed. Needless to say, the main threat to the
internel harmony of this community comes from other
religious groups, the Hindus, the Muslimg, the Christians,
all attempting to increese their individual influance
and power at expense of others. In time preachers of all
alien religions come to preach in the village but under
the leadership of the Baba, the faith of the villagers
remains unshakadble. Instead, all the non-~Sikh preachers
except the Christisn missionary are themselves converted
to Sikhism. Even an atheist barrister, Madho Das, after
having met with an accident and subseQuently nursed in
Naudh Singh’s house is so much convinced regarding the
verity of Sikhism that he and his wife convert to Sikhism 15

The open compstition among the different religious
communities is accompanied by a tacit, yet esger., accept-
ance of Britigh rule. The protection provided by this
rule is viewed as an opportunity for self-determination
and growth. But the contradiction inherent in this new
form of dependancy freguently manifests itself. As a
point of fact, the Sikh desire for self~determination
conflicts with British interests. The emphasis on the
need for selfegufficiency of the village community is

15. For details on thig incident see Vir Singh,
Sana Naugh Singb. chapter XIV.
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Symptomatic of an attempt to circumvent this conflict.
Somewhat paradoxically, the novel stresses the value of
remaining sloof from the centres of government control.
Litigation for example is an evil not only because it
crestes bad feelings among fellow villagers but also
becauss {t involves them with government machinery. One
cannot help feeling such influances are complicated by
their agents' proximity to the centres of power. Though
Baba Naudh Singh and his faction are nevar defeated, one
cannot but notice the contrived nature of their triumph.
There is a real contradiction hetween their aspirations
and their circumstances. At times the Baba sess the world
cloning 4n on him, Somatimes he complains in utter hope~
lessness why “are we not left alone" 7“ Yet the essential

problem is glossed over for geveral ressonse.

Pirstly, it is not seen as arising from the British
control of India but from the irresponsibility of scattsred
{ndividuals, e.ge. Christian missionaries, the Western
trained barrister who recklessly rung over a village
chﬂ:dn or the young man educated in the new system, who
obtains a government job only to uze his position to help
his family at the sxpense of others. 18 Secondly, that the

16. Mo o Peo 36,

17. m.o Pe50e
18. Mo Pe 90¢
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author wishes to establisgh a utopian repudblic independent
of all outside control and contact. 8uch wishful thinke
ing has no correspondence with reality. Administrative
intervention by government authorities can be minimized
only dby accepting the limitations on the possidbilities of
self=determination. Even the dest civic-conduct cannot
nullify the pressures of outside domination and inter-
vention. Even more far-resching are the egonomic and
cultural forces relessed by colonislism that penetratad
all facets of the indigencus way of 1ife. Some cultural
conflict seems inevitable since Bada Naudh Singh mige
trusts all outside influences, even new beverages such
as Soda water. It is his contention that the new sducae-
tion undermines the old velues of selflessness. What he
considers to be the gelf-righteous srrogance of the
Chrigtisn preachers is especially damaging. Ultimately
the conflict 4s resolved by making spiritusl fulfilment
the only worthwhile end of life.l By virtue of its
very nature that spirituslity cannot de thwarted by
worldly impediments. Thus since the British regime
ensures complete religicus freedom, an illusion of
complete political freedom is created. The British
regime ‘s creation of a limited number of opportunities
leads Vir Singh ¢o delieve in unlimited possibilities
gor all. Hence the British regime is portrayed as

RN G L

19, w.o Pe 33e
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providing the freedom and opportunity for complete material
and spiritusl fulfilment for all. Yet, inspite of thess
contradictions underlying the facile optimism and exhore
tations of Bhai Vir Singh‘’s novels, ene must not dismiss
them as inconsequentiasl.

The quest for the Sikh Wgltanschayung in which both
the Singh Sabhs and Bhei Vir Singh participated together,
turned a full circle with Bhai Vir Singh‘s last novel =

Baha Naugh Singh. He is convinced that 1like his archetypes.
the 8ikhs could now stand on firm ground and face the
‘difficult situstion’s After f£inishing Part II of

Satwspt Kaur in 1929 he does not write any other novel for
the next thirty one years. It is significant that by this
time the ideoclogy of the Singh Ssbha &5 replaced by the
8kalis. One can only speculaste on the coincidence that
Bhai Vir Singh's career as & novelist and the Singh Sadbha's
direct elen over the Sikhs came to an end simultansously.

Any interpretation which treats Vir Singh’s novels
as either spologies for the British rule or sheer Class
propagands is questionsble. Also at this stage he is not
inspired by any literary ideals or zesl for writing history.
He does not deliver any message £or the establishment of
the Sikh rule. Though he writes of the past and mysticism,
he is firmly rooted in the present. His characters in
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accordance with the cbjectives of the Singh Sabha are
Catharised only after their conversion to Sikhism, either
from Hinduism or Xslame He seems to derive s vicarious
pleasure through his conversions. His ideal Sikhs were
Croated at 2 social cost = by denying both the religion
and individuality of a Hindu or a Muslim, His socisl
harmony was only possible in a Sikh utopia « whers every-
one had converted to Sikhism, Bhai Vir Singh's measuring
rod of good was only ones Sikh ideals.

Even a superficial reading of Vir Singh‘'s novels
inmediately raises one guestion: why is there so much
.c‘mphasis on spirituslism and religion? Bach relatiomship,
each Gevelopment, each individual functions only in context
of religion. From beginning to end the only purpose of
1ife scems to be the achievement of s pure state of _
religion. Probably what V.I. Lenin had to say about Leo
Tolstoy 's works, may also explain Vir Singh's extraordinary
stress on matters spiritual and religiocus.

Pessimism, noneresistance, appeals to the spirit
constitute an ideology inevitable in an epoch when
the whole of the 0ld order has turned upside down,
and wvhen the masges, who have bsen drought up

under this o0ld order, who imhided with their mother's
milk the principles, the habits, the traditions and
beliefs of this order, do not and cannot see what
kind of a new order is taking shape, what social
forces are sheping it and how, what social forces
are capshle of bringing relesse from the incalculable
and exceptionally acute distress that is characteristic
of epochs of upheaval.20

20e VeIe. Lenin, Articles on Tolstol (Moscow3l975),pe 3l.
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The period of 1849~1930 wag just such a period of
change if not upheaval in Punjad, a period in which, before
everyone's eyes, certain elemants of the 0l1d order dis~
solved, never tO de restored, s new system wss taking
shape, whose contradictions manifested very soon. Bhai
Vir Singh and many among the class to which he dbelongeds
the emdryonic middle class, saw no clear solution to their
problems. 2 They vere not even clear shout the face of
the new world-celonialism-which was taking shape before
them. Instead of looking into the odjective situation and
£4inding out concrete solutions, many like Vir Singh took
to religion and saw in the organization of a religious
consciousness the panscea to their problems. In a stage
nant urban economy, communalism albeit as » false consCiocugw
ness was & way out. ¥Prof, Bipan Chandra has commanted on
the phenomena in a forthcoming bookt "Entire groups and
strata were dborn and developed who wanted wealth and power
and who had no tradition or values which could deter them
from following any end every means for acquiring them.

Yet the social existence and ambitions of most of them
were destined to de frustrated. This social milieu without
values and full of frustration was ideally conducive to
irrstional philosophies and idealogies, movements of hate

L

21, For background see Kenneth W. Jones, Arys Dhap
(New Delhi 3 1976).
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and fear, crass individusl strivings, and the setting of
one group against another®. 22

The features which are common to the novels of Bhail
Vir Singh « the religious moralistic scenario, uniform
characterization, weak structure and the worship of a
specific past, in this case Sikh « were common to the
early novelists of asll msjor Indian languagest Hindl,
Bengali, Urdu, Marathi an@ Tamil. A comparison with the
first novel in Bengali, Alaler Gharer Dulal (1858) by
Pyarichand Mitra would not he out of place. T.W. Clark
writes of it, “The structure of the novel dbears the marks
of its serialized origin, It 4s 3 series of episodes
which follow one another in chronological sequence ceee
It 45 in the portrayal of the character that the noval is
weakest. All the persons are either black or white. The

majority, including the hero, are bad without redeeming
f@atures «c¢ The remaining few ... are unbelievadly
virtuous®. 2>

A striking feature of narrative prose writing on
historical sudbjects was hero=worship, the asdmiration of
grest warriors from Indias past. 24 7ne wars between
Rajput kings and imperial Muslim power, which later fourd

23, T.W. Clark, "Rengali Prose Piction upm Bankim Chandra®,
in TW. Clatk ed. N

Davelopment (London: 1970) pp. 38-39.
24. T.W. Clark. Jhe Novel.in Indds. pe18.
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extensive expression in Hindi works, was first trested in
the novels of Bankimchandra Chatterji, whose Durceznandand
was published in 1865. In his later novels Chaterji fre-
quently cams back to the Hindu-Muslim theme and lost no
opportunity to vilify his Muslim characters. He represented
the Muslim soldiers as paltroens,

In 1896 there appezred Jayp a Hindi novel by Karttik
Prassd Khatri.2® The heroine of the novel Jayas is betro-
thed to a Rajput princess who is coveted by the Muglin
suzerian Ala=udwdin, The narrative of a hundred and fifety
pages details her various adventures as the prige of the
ensuying RajputmMuslim struggle and concludes with her
happy marriage to her Rajput fiance. In the novel the
Rajputs of the past are presented as nchle and admirahle
figures, dut there is little of the historicsl romanticism
of the kind we see in Walter Scott. If the Rajputs of the
novel are admirable, it is as much beCause they serve as
models of traditiocmal Hindu virtus as recognized in the
suthor’s time as because they symdolize a glorious Hindu
past. Jayas virtue recalls that of Sits in the Ranaysna
not the fame of any historical Rsjput princess. In contrast
the Muslims are frequently described as Yayanags or darbarians.
In contrast. EAora Eloxinds, an Urdu novel by Abdul Halim

e SNONNSEIUS

25. Ihide De110.
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Sharar, which was £irst published serially from 1893 and
appeared in book form in 1899, had as its dDasic theme «
the portraysl of the glorious past of Islam and of the

great superioeity of Islamic civilization in its heyday

over that of contemporary (especislly Christisn) powers. 26

A comparison with other contemporary novelists shows
that Bhai Vir Singh was by no means 8 unique writer, both
in the form and content of hig novelg. In fact he scens
€0 be heavily influenced by the early novels in Bengald,
Urdu and Hindi, which were asvailable in translations.
Instead of looking for the impact of Walter Scott's writings
on Bhai Vir Singh, we should be traéxing out the linkages
between the varioug Indian languages. Only a cultural
understanding of colonialism and its diffusion can explain
the nature of the novels written in nineteenth cent ry
Indis. Novels like those of Bhai Vir Singh alsc became &
powerful medium for cultural defence.On one end they were
a warning to their readers, not to ape all that came from
the West and on the other end they struck a note of
optimism by reminding that Indians too had their moments
of glory. But the process through which this message was
delivered was highly selective. It made use of a particular

26. Ralp Russell, "The Development of the Modern Novel in
Urdu,® in T.We Clark, QDRsGit. Pe123.
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past = that of 8 Hindu, a Musliman a Sikh. In the
shsence of any past nationalistic consciousness, the novelists
must have found it difficult to develop thames of composite
culture. Even a highly conscious nationalistic leader-
gship made use of religicus. cultural synhols for mass
mobilization. If Tilaks Ganpati and Shivaji festivals
e>pealed to the Hindus in Maharashtra, the novels of Vir
Singh largely sppealed the Sikhs. The end result in doth
Caces was that people who participasted developed an emotional
1inkage with & specific past, which at times would run
counter to nationalistic aspirations. A reader of Bhai
Vir Singh's novel writes: *"Twenty five years back whan I
girst read Sundari I had tears in my eyes, I cried and X
was gbreseed wish s fealing of aexving. the SIxb community®s 2’
(emphasis added). It was such feelings which could de

harnessed for communal politics or even bazar riots.

27. Diwan Singh Kalapani, "Amar Punjed Patr Sundari®,
Pynisbi_Duniys, vols.1IX, No.9 (Novemder: 1952)
DPPe 1=4¢



SHAPTER VI

<G ANCLUS IO NS,

any characterization of V4r Singh merely on basis
of his mvels would be highly inadequate, misleading and
tendentions. The diversity of his own personality, the
variegated nature of his writings, the complexity of his
milisy, and the pattermn of literary writing in nireteenth
century India defy all efforts to pigeonhole him, except
for the hyperdolic or reductionist cne. In all such cases,
which defy asinmplictic comprelension, 4t 1s easy to focus
on one aspect, miss the totality of an individuel and seek
solutions in worn-out cliches and public metaplors.

For a moment Vir Singh &ppears to an outright
cormmunalist, the mext moment he turns into a mystic in
search of tzuth, God and the higher qualities of life
and then he dons the mantle of a soclel reformmer, who
seeks to redregs the social evils of Punjabi society,

At the outset his vision narmouws down to his co-religlo-
nists and then bursts into verse which calls for the
ogsential unity of men, at least at the spiritusl lewel,
In between there is even & sprinkling of nationaldsm &n
his poetry.

It $3 mot surprising, them, that vir Singh
evokes different imeges smong different people. For his
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adnixexs he is  less than a God, for the academiciens
diff£ident ©o question esteblished oxthodoxies he is o
gather figure who gifted Punjabi with new genres, rhythms
and metaplors. For certain type of Marxists, v 48 a
cultural dmwoker win sought ¢o establish the hegemony of
the Sikh lended aristoccacy.® Yet if one was to fsolate
one strand £rom bhis kaliedoscope, it would adove all be
his dmage as an ideologue of the Singh Sabha movement. All
his distortions and complexities, contradictions and
mysteries, blemishes and successes are rooted in the Singh
Sabhae A movement which itself had all the pesradexes of
Vir Singh. Vir Singh's life is d2fined by the Singh Sabha
ana the singh Sobha $5 defined by Vir Singh.? There is mo
other wey to comprehend and explain the paradoxicel amplgem
of communalism and bleated stroms of humanism,

Both Vir Singh and the Singh Sabha in the context
of late nimeteenth century Punjab searched for meanings,
idantities, Gefinitions and rules 4in the context of the

1. For the different appmaches to the movels of Bhei Vir
S4ngh see Chopter IV.

2., The mlationship botween the Singh Sabha and Bhai Vir
Singh is diacussea in oanda singh. *Bha4 VAr Singh

BIKE_regentc, VOI.VI,
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British rule.® fTogether in thedr position &s lesdors they
had to offer explanations and solutions for a repidly
changing Punjab. From the large simmering clewiron of
competing Jeltanachayunge ranging £xom that of Brahmo
Samaj to Dav Sampj they choose to rely on Sikh xeligionn,
albeit thmugh their own interpretation of what it meant
to 2 a Sikh. The store-house of Sikh theology, history
and scriptures was transformed by them into a working
$deology which oould casily explain any dilemma faced
by the contemporary Sikhes reletionship with other
Punjebis, attitudes towards mnew British influences,

the need for a mother tongue or even life after Gesth.$

iore 4deoloay is the system of idoss and rep-
ragantations which dominste the mind of man or a socisl
gooups louis Althnsser in an influentisl egsay on

3, A very sophisticated treatment to the identity crisis
is aveilable in case of the Arxys Samaj 4n Kennsth H.
Joma. ‘ -2 '. ¥ J‘..“l- WD NS 10) 8311088 1 N O NN

ge For the $deology of the Singh Sabha end its
application by individuals See my article, “Bebes,
phais and Gyanis : Traditional Intellectusls in
Nimeteenth Century Punjeb*, gmammn.
vol. II, e 2, (Foxthoomingl.
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1deology writess "all {deology zepresents in its necessarily
inaginary distertion mot the existing relstions of
production, but sdove 2ll the (imaginary) relationship of
individuels to the relations of production amd the rela-
tions that derive from them. Whot is represented &n
idology is, thexefors, mt the gystem of the resl relae-
tiong which govern the existence of individuals, dut the
dmaginary rxelstions of those individuals to the resl
relatiom in which they 1ive".5 The peculier property
of idology is the category of subject. Concrete indi-
viduals think and act in relation to their conditions of
existence by means of ideologles. Ideologiss constitute

them as Individual or oollective social aubjem.e

Sv louls Althusser, lepdn and Philosophy snd other Espavs,
(NeleBe, 1971), pe 155,

6. On the prooess of ideological formation Engels writes,
“Id0logy 3s & pmcess vwhich is indeed acconplinshed
consciously by the so-galled thinker, but {t ias tiho
wong kind of consciousmess. The rasl motive Sorxce
dmpelling him remain ankmown to the thinker, otlex-
wise it simply would not be an ideological process.
Hence, e imagines false or illusfonary motive
forcns, Because it 1s a rational process, Me
derives its form ac well as its content £rom pure
reasoning, either his own or that of his prede-
cogsors. He works exclusively with thought material
which he accepts witlout examination as something
pmwduced by reasoning and does rnot investigate
furtler for & remote source independent of reasong
indeed this is & matter of course to him, becauso
all action s medisted by tlought, it eappesrs to
him to be ultimately dbased on thought®, F. Bngels
letter to Mehring, Selectad Corzespondence (Moscow,
1978}, pe 484,
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The 1de0logy elaborated by Singh Sebha end its leadsr-
ship was available to ell tihoce wilo desired it, the landed
Jagirdars, the rising middle class, the peasantery cnd the
outcaste. An increasing numboer of Sikhs from these clasgses
or castos accepted this ideology, & large part of which they
had slready inheritad 4in the fom of external syminls, a
ghared past and common treditions. Thnse who asccepted this
ideology were providad with an {dentity, a2 sclf-image amd o
comfortable explanation to grasp the social processes in
which they were participating, But the success of the Singh
Sebha's world vicw, like that of any other socio~religious
movement in the nineteenth century Indis, depended on the
damonstration of its mots deing embeddad in the Sikh
past. Vir Singh sought to esteblish this mediation
thmugh his writings, especially the mvels. Typical of
a nyth, Vir Singhts movels traced out the mots of thia
world-view and the besis of 4ts eternel velidity and
ouccess. But its advantages would e for only those
who would £4mmly lold it and not dbudge an inch, just
1tke Vir Sinch's major cheractess: Sundri, Bijay Singh,
end Baba Nsudh Singh. This ngth £irmly shut the door ¢
any ocompeting world-view, at lesst as far as the Singh
Sabha cnd Bhai Vir Singh were concerned. Any dilution
of belinf in its sacrudness would de sacriligeous and
ies effectivencss would de destroyed., In that case the
{ndividual was ¢o blame, ot the afficacy of the myth.
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To further afix the myth the Singh Sebha and Vir Singh
sought to provide the Sikhs with separaste schools, lleges,
organizations, rewspepers, literature, ecommic opportuni-
ties, and sociel ties. By the early 1900, there wegre 120
S4ngh Sebhas spread all over Punjab.’ Embatted the Sikhs
could take on Arya Semaj, Ahmedias, the Christian
nissionaries and even the Reje. The seeds of 8 communal
ddentity were sovn. Twentieth century Punjed provided
farctile soil for it s growth.

FProm our discussion so far it would asppear that
there s o distinction between ideology and literature,
In one senge this is true. Between poor or medicore
iterature and ideology there is mo difference., The fomer
becomes 8 mediun to strengthen the latter's lold over
individuals or societiss. XIxmedistely the movels of
Jares Hadley Chage or Harold Robins csme to my mind.
These two are widely read authors among the English
speaking youth within India. For the Hindi reading
public we have Gulshan Menda. All these authors don't
heldp us 4n penetrating beyond the $deology of bourgeois
valugs, but on the contrary make us aspire for them and
structure our thought into &8 given framework. It is 4n

7. On the activities of the s:.ngh Sabha and 1ta expanston
see N.G. Barrier, z 4y ] :
(peihi, 1970), pp.
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this senge that we gpeak of poor literature and ideoloqy
hﬂm similar,

on the contrary ‘good* literature has the cspacity

to "meke2 us see, make us perceive, make us feel something
vhich aliudes to reslity ... make us perceive {n sore sense
£rom the inside, by an internal distence the very
1deology in which they are heid".® Even though 1aeology
percaolatas to al) domains of lmman activity, especially
tivught and writing, the basis of good art is preciscly
in poportion to its abllity to make us see beyond a8
@ominant ideology.” It 4s the tension between ideology
and objective reality which a good artist seeks to
oxplore and identify. The movels of Bhal Vir Singh

& mt perfom such & tesk and 4in that easentisl sense
theoy are i{deological. Instead of raising questions,

they pmovide readymade answers.m

Moarxisn studies of Vir Singh's writings tend &
stross the class basis of his £iction and hold him to e

Be iouis Althusser, M.. pe 204,

0. On this prodblem there 4s a very detailed essey by Steve
Burnistan and Chris Weedon, "“Xdeology, Subjectivity and
the Artistic Text", in Centre for Contemporary Studies,
ed. On_Xdoloqy, (london, 1978}, pp. 199-208.

10, This has been discussed in Chapter V.
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e loading spokesman of the doclining Jegirdari class.tl
He is said to represent a foudel athos, which put up a
last £ight thmugh his writings. Such a reading of Vir
Singh's mvels is based on two factorn. Firstly, that
his fiction sought the revival of the past oxder, vhich
vas essentially feudal and doninated by Jegirdaxs,
sacondly, his close agsociestes, such as sundar Singh
Majithia, were fiom the landed aristooracy. I€ such &
yard-stick was to bo applied in Mamxist sesthetics,
movalists like Talstoy, would decorme mepresentatives of
foudalisn. But m one, Mt even & vulgar Marxist

traats Tolstoy thet way, even though he was e bom
amtncm.u

11. For instence, see 5.5, Seklon, Bhai vir Sinch te Una
da Xug (ludhisna, 1962 .

12. Armld HHauser, an infiluentiel Marxist art Historien
writes of lev Tolstoy, "Inspite of his prejudices
and ermrs, Tolstoy xeprosents an emIvUs evl-
utionary force. His £ight against the lies of the
police steke and the church, his enthusissm £or the
community of the pcasantory and the examples of his
own life aro ... amng the fexments which
undezmines the old society and pmmotead ot merely
the Russisn rewolution bt also the anti-capitelist
revolutionary movement in the whole of Eurmpe®.
¢ 1 7} Vol. IV, (mmn‘ 1977)'
90 1520
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In the ninctoenth century India it is 4ifficult ¢o
oparate thmugh fixed concepts and cstegories. Colonisliam
regtructured Indian sociaty and 4t was & common process
that mombers of the sriatocracy moved into the renks of the
niddle-class and started having similar aspirstions o8 the
embymnic middle.class. If at all any class analyses are
ts be made of Vir Singh's writings, one would say that
they represant more the visw point of the middle class
rather than the lended aristocracy. It was the Sikh
middle~clans which was most afflactad by the shrinking
opportunities in an elready shrunk colonisl economy .

To meat the situation, the middle-class, mot only in Punjad,
but elso all over Indis needed an ideology which would both
pmvide them with & means to €ight it out as well as

give them solace 4f they lost. Communslism would be ome
such $acologye Vir Singh weas to take a step in thet
direction in his mwwvels, to £ind a catharsis Sor the
middle«cless, mt the Jagirdars,

Even in the strict ecomnistic sense of socisl
origing and social functioning Vir Singh's aristocratic
cxedentials &re questionable. His €ather wes a practi-
sing doctor, Vir Singh himseld made substantisl money

13. Discussed in Chapter IIX.
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fmom the Wazir-Hind Press, which he himself set up end later
made 4t fnto the largest printing press in Amritsar. 4 In
1908 V4ir Singh became a founding director of the Punjsh end
Sind Bank which had a seed capital of ten lekhe.}S pesides
banking the company sought to “.... buy, leese, hire or
otherwise acquire anmd to sell, et or &al vwith, any

goods, wares, merchandise, lsnds, duildings, plant, machinery,
strck-in-trade, shareg, or other property or rights or

things fn sction®, 16

Marxian litarature on Bhei Vir S4ingh advences the
proposition thet since he hsd parsonsl associations
with e section of Punjsdb jagirdars and slso becesuse he
actively participated in the activities of the Chiegf
Khalse Diwan, & so~called aristocratic body, his wrld-
viow wes foudal.l? This mey seem logicsl but such
asinple logic does rot always opexate in the realm of
litarature, Before any substantial refutstion can he
made, we would need a detailsd research of the Chiog

14 unbam s Bhad Vir Singh to Una gA Rachnp
* (lelore, 19¢0).

16+ IniGes Pole

17. Jasbir Singh Ahluwelis, %ﬂwmﬂ_ﬂ}
Poerppective (Iudhiens, n.d.
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Khalsa Pivan's ideology and class basfs, which dres not
axist SHr the moment.

The literary production of & writer depends mt so
much on his perxsonal oconvictions and symphaties a8 on the
power with yhich ke portrays the prodblems and contradice
tions of soclel reality. Going beck to an example fxom
worle literature, it $s well pecognised that Balgac
dnspite of his enthusissm for the old monarxchy, the
Catiolic Chuxch snd aristocratic society, recognizes that
aristocracy itself has furthered the pmosss, sees that
the 0ld culture has broken wp and Gsscribhes society in
his povels in such a way as to make & return to the pre-
ravolutionary conditions unthinkeble. 3In his ferous
latter to Miss Harkness Engels writes of Balzac as ﬁollowaé

spalzac was politicelly a lsgitimists his oreat
work 48 a constent elegy on the irreperable decay
of oood society: his sympathies are with the
class that is doomed to extinction. But for sll
that, his satire is never keener, his 4drony
never more bitter, than when he sets 4n motion
the very men and women with whom he syrmpathizes
most &aeply - the nobles «se« Thot Balzac vas
thus compedled to go ageinst his own class
sympathies and political prejudice, that ho

aaw the necessity of the downf£all of his
favourite mbles and dascribed them as people
dapezving m better fates that he saw the el
man of future wherxe, for the time being, they
alone were to be found - that I considerx one

of the greatest triumphs of r081i8M0e e "18

18, Engels to Harkness 4n Merx and Engels: On Literatyra
and Axt (Moscow, 1970, p. 90.
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Bhai Vir Singh's usage of the paat histoxy ~ the
Sikh strugole egainst Mughals 4in the eighteenth century -
has been construed by Marxisn literary critics 85 & prmof
of his foudal etlns. Further, they argue that it was
precisely this pust order, which Vir Singh wanted to de
revived. There 4s o denying the £act that the edghteenth
century sikh history held a special fascination for Vir
S4ngh. He based three of his mvek on this time perind.
But this by fteelf is mot emwough evidence to argue that
his world-vievw vas foudal end &s & consequence he wmote
of the past. What nseds 0 b2 studied is Yow the sutive
sought to use his image of the past for his writings.
For Vir Singh the past was useful deczuse 1t would pro-
vide a s0lid foundatinn to construct the 4deology of the
Singh Sabha, whose fdeologue *he was. It was in that wile
thot he wipte extensive commentaries en Sikh scriptums,
and mt becsuse he wanted the revival of the past. The
singh Scbhe was ™ feudal nmoverent, 1t wes & nodern
movement with largely modemm ideels cuch as westorn
education, equsl status for women and democratic prin-
ciples of organization. It sought to further the
tprotestent ethic’ pregent in Sikhisme And for this
aim past history was a ready-made solution.

The glorification of the past has been repeztedly
used Sr different purposes. S.N. Bameriee glorified



s 116

Shivaji and Guru Cobind Singh as national herves for
nationalistic purposes. The Russiens used traditional
syminils to mobilise people during the Second World
wer. 19 As Maxx has put st: *The tradition of the dcad
> gerestions weichs: Jike o nightmare on the minds of
the 1iving. And, just when they appear to be engaged
in the pawlutionary tramsformstion of themselves and

their material surmmundings, in the crestion of some-
thing, which does ot yet exist, precisely in such
epochs of zewlutionary crisis thoy timidly conjure up
the images of the past to help thems they ormow their
names, slogans and costumes eo as to stage the new
world-historicel scene in this venersble disguise and
borrowed language. Iuther put on the mask of the
spostie Paul, the aevomexon of 1799-1314 areped itself
altermately as t.he Romen xepublic and the Roman empirogs
and the rowlution of 1848 knew mo better than to

pamdy et some points 1789 and at others the rewvolutionary
troditions of 1798-95%, 2

studies of modern or mlonial literature in
India largely tend to concentrate on the form of the mowel

19. Bipan Chaudta *mtionzl Struggle and Growth of
* "p mmunal iam, 'W. tbvgmber 17, 1979, p.i17.

20, Karl Marx,

pp.! 46~7.
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and the davelopment of this genre indigineocusly is scen
as a fruitful impact of British rule in Indte.?* The
argonents is very simplos since Indiens 4id not have
anything epproaching the genxe of & mvel and England
haed a hicghly dsveloped art of mvel writing, the
Indian authors borrowad this fnzm from the culture of
the rulers. But can we only look at the foxm and
forget adout the content? Can we only look at the
adveantages of reilways and gloss over the fact that
they also sexved es a conduit for the Indipn raw-
materials. The British sgency Mmuses not only conductad
Indicn husinessea but also remitted large sums of monmey
o England. The ooning of the n;ove.l to Indi> dves rot
mean thet its merxe fomn led to the dovelopmont of Indian
1iterature, Any arcumant on these lines 18 & part of the
oneissance paradign, which sees a socio-cultural
awakeoning 4n India merely as a mesult of the British

pregence. 22

21. M.Pe Kohll, The Influcnce of the West on Punjabi
M&mm r's ' ] [ 4 *

22. For e critique of the renaissandes model see
Barxun De, "A Historiogrephiesl Critique of

Renaissance Anelouges in the HNineteenth Centu
India*, 4in Barun De ed. m&:.mmﬁ
gctences, (Oxford, 1977 .
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The importonce of novel writing in colonial Indda
can ohly be understood by looking at the total implications
of this transplentation and 4t is here thet a historical
appioach to the studies of literature can be highiy useful.
The fom and comtent of & movel slould be relsted to the
history of a soclaty 4in a continwus pmceess and only then
wa c8nh see doth its artistic qualities and socisl
implications. While Bhad Vir Ss&ngh by writing tledé first
mvaels in Punjebi enriched the language, at the game time
his mvels alao provided s distorted inmterpretation of
the passt and reflected an ideology which when later
oonmbired with communalism was to play hawc in Punjeb,
vir Stngh's rovels decame increasingly sexviceable as
hagamonic epparatus with the rise of communal politics
in Punjab. As Dr. Bipsn Chandra has constantly stressad
in his writings en integral part of the communal $deology
45 its specific interpretation of Indicn hut:ozy.za Take
away this and hardly anything is left of the communal
i@&ology. In case of Sikhs, Vir Singh’s mvels provided
this specific interpretation of the past. His chorrcters
cane alive anly in a2 particular miliesu. the sikh effort
to suzvive the Muslim persecution in the eighteenth
canturys

S.8« Amel, *"Bhai Saghib Vir Singh de dHvel" méggi;
24'%, VOiJ.. .11, Januery-February, 19$i.pp. 43.
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Apologists fox Bhei Vir Singh contend that ginee
12 was the £4irst mowelist in Punjebi, one shouldtt expect
pesfoct axt from him.2¢ But he wmote novels for e ported
of three decades withhut any fundamental change. His
creative carecyr spens 8 period of aixty years, during
which tima, if Mo 50 desired, e oould have well perfec-
tad his sxrt and 4£f not produce a mastarpiece, atleast
write some ‘good! literature., Nanek Singh, snother
Punjabi mvelist during the same decades, tried to &
8> and with considorable success.25 To de first n s
vanture dos ot {Mply poverty of artistic creation. In
fact, ofiten those wihv have produced the best wrks of
axt have procisely done 80 becsugse they were the €irst
ones to exporiment with mvel idess 4n novel forms.

It is time we forget adnut looking for spologias
to retain Bhai Vir Sinch on s pedestal., Xt is true that
e created a large readership in the Punjabi languaoe,
his setting wp of a Punjabi prees and the Khalsa Trect

244 S«S. ame), "Bhai Sahid vVir Singh de dvel? ﬂlﬁ&l
* ' .4v51. I, s 13, aanuary-t’ebmxy.'l 58,
wc Se

25, For Wanak Singh's writings sec his mmlmfm%‘ ar
ladhian-~, 1970), and D4l Dmniya (Iadhians, 1955).
Also my Inaugural addreas at the "Symposium on
“Socio-aconomic chanwes in the Eighteenth and
mkgewenxgri Centuries in India®, 7th February,1i9861,
w De e



s 120 3

Society helped &n the reproduction of Punjabl.works and

he also simplified the language. His writings were o
help in Ging away with the motion that Punjabi was a
aramin Bhasha, (rustic language). Along with al} this,
his use of Punjabi language for his writings was to hawe
a spaciel implication in a tri-lingusl state,

Bhat V4r Singh's clolce of Punjebi langusge wes
to build up an emotional lénk between Punjabi and tie

S8dkhs. In time Punjadi was to become a symbol of
§ikh communalisn rather than one of Punjadbi identity.
Barlier hrai bhashs and Uxdu had been the languages
preferred by the Sikh writers. The writings of Bhai
vVir Singh made a decisive break with this literary
traditions the emotionsl and creative linkages vhich had
axisted for centuries with hrai hhashs were :mappm:’t..z6 The
swanp of communalism sutmergsd all) othsr potentialitics
such as emergence of Punjabi as the written and litarasy
language of all Punjsdbi spesking poople.

In a concluding chapter it would mot be out of
place to turn back from where this work sterteds S.e.

the linkages between iiterature eml society and the
method®logy necded to pmobe those iinkeges. e could

26, Attar S {(hmzritsar, 3975), pp.119-20
B A oo Anrt Banoh B dngh Sabhe Lahir & bunjebi
Sahit m don", unpublished M.Litt. dissertation,

Punjabi Undversity, 1974, ppe. 438-94.
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have studied Vir Singh'’s movels in the formalist tradition
and troctad them as a work of axt, an independant entity,
the elements of which &re to b2 explainad in tems of
interdependence witlout any recourse to circumstonces of
4ts oxigin or influence,

Byven though a work of literature has an imner logic
of its own, ard its particuler quality is seen in tle
intarnal structursl xelations »f the verious levels of
organization end the various motifs distinguishable 4n §t,
put ultimately, the writer sscks to communicate, And
for any communication-ideslogical or mn-ideologicel -
to make sense we have to underst-nd the dynamics of
the society to which the communication ie addressed.

A mexe study of taxtual structure, which the
sormalists would recomrend, to apprecista its sesthetic
quality, is mt by itself going to make any meaning of
the dosired communication. It is hore that & sociolo-
gical/historical sppmach can lend us a8 helping hand.
This appmech certainly des got have sll the answers
(> spprach hiss), and it would bo highly undesireble
to only spply such & model, but the partiel snswers it

cen supply, <an be of immense value. A textual ana-
lysis of Vir Singh's mowels wuld have o clue to why
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e keops stressing 8 particular 4deology. A hiatorical
appraach informs us of the social conditions gemsrated
by colontialiem, the dhasic of socisl reform wovenents
and the cousation of their religious idantification.
all these €actors oombined togather, wa Seel, tell

us much more alout Vir Singh and his oowels, than a
singular formalist appmeach wuld d,



APPENDIX X

A serious disagreement exists among scholars regarding
the date on wvhich Bhad VAr Singh's last movel Babs Naudh
§3gg_h was published. Estimates vary fmom 1921 to 1924,

It soems that this confusion has arisen because actuslly
the movel was serialized 4n tract foum, over a perfod of
almost four yocars, Herm we provide details, on the
chmmlogy of tracts, which ultimately wexe bound together
and published &s Rabe Maugh Singh.

oract Munbor  Rate of Publishing Npber of Pacos

552 20 Octoder 1917 1-82

553 5 ldvember 1917 35-64

$55 5 Decamber 1917 6594

556 20 Dacember 1917 95-124

857 $ Jammary 1918 125-154
559 20 Pebruary 1918 155-184
$60 5 March 1918 185-214
560 20 Apri) 1918 215-244
564 5 May 1918 245-274
565 20 May 1918 275-802
572 20 August 1918 803-382
573 S September 1918 §38-862
574 20 Septemder 1918 363-892
578 S Octoder 1918 393=426
576 20 Octorer 1918 427-460
578 20 fovember 1918 461-494



581
582
sa8

686
637
639
640
643
642
649
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S January 1919
20 January 1919
S February 1919
8§ May 1919

20 May 1919

5 May 1921

20 May 1923

5 July 3921

20 July 3921

8 August 1921
20 August 31921
20 December 1921

495-524
§25-554
$55-581
588606
607-628
6 29-650
651672
678-694
695-736
717-988
789760
849870
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